
MYROOMMATE

Introduction

She'sasimpleyetverybeautifulkindagirlnext

door

Shegrewupwithnothingmuch,inanotso

stablefamily,herGrannyistheonlyfamilywho

caredforherfuture,sheisafocusedambitious

youngladywhoknowswhatshewantstodo

withherlife,sheknewherGrannywon'tbeable

topayforhervarsityfeessoshestudiedhard

althoughshewasnaturallyintelligent..Butyou

canneverbetoosmartright?...Asbeautifulas

shewasshestayedfarawayfromboysas

possiblecauseshesawtherateofpregnancy

inherneighborhoodandshedidn'twanttobe

heldbackandobviouslyhergrandmother

preachedthesamethingtoher,butlikeany

otherteenagershedidtrydatingbutthings



didn'tgoassheexpected,I'lllethertellyou

aboutthatwhenshe'sready....finally!sheflees

thenest,leavinghome,thedustyruralareasof

Mthatha,offshegoestotheCityofGold..What

abigtransformationright?Shegotherbursary

butthentherewasaturnofeventsBURSARY

WENTWRONG

shefoundoutshewasn'toffered

accommodation,whateverwasshetodo?She

wasalreadyinthebigcity,sheknewabsolutely

nooneandhadnowheretogo,thatnightshe

wassureshewouldbesleepinginthestreets,

buthowwasshetostudywhilelivinginthe

streets?Thiswasdefinitelynotpartoftheplan!

Shedidn'twanttocallhergrandmother,she

woulddieofheartattackcauseshewasthe

mostexcitedwhenshewasleavingtogomake

somethingofherself,Atthismomentshehad

noone,Inthebigcity,noonetocall,shewas

exposedtothemanydangersofthisTown



anythingcouldhappentoheratthismoment,

she'slost,she'scold,sheconfusedandshe'sa

teenagegirl....Iwonderhowlifewillturnoutfor

thismysteriouslady?.......willshemakeit

throughthenight?Couldthisbetheendofthe

beginning?Willsomeonesaveher?...somany

questions....willshegobackhome?how?will

somethingbadhappentoher?whatkindof

personisshe?willwegettoknow

her?..............willAdmincarryonwiththisstory?

orwillsheleaveushanging?

.

Grabyourpopcorn,yourblanketfindyour

comfortablecouchandlet'swatchhowthis

storywillunfold

.

.

.

Youknowwhattodo...mention..



share....comment,....like....

Arey'allinterested?Ineedtoknow,soIknow

whethertocontinueornot....themorelikesthe

morelikelywecontinuewiththisstory
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oneyearlater



Ireallywanttobebotheredoratleastangryby

thedisgustingsightinfrontofme,butreally,I'm

not,Iactuallyfeellikecheeringthemoncause

theyjustmademylifeawholeloteasier.She's

onherkneesfacingtheheadboardwhilehe's

poundingheruncontrollablyfrombehind

"Fuckmeharder,yeah!Yeahooooohfuckfuck

oohshiiit!"

"Ohyourpusssysogoodohhhmmmh"

Me:"wow"

IbangthedoorbehindmeasIwalkout.Imake

mywaytothekitchen,I'mstarving,itsbeena

longdaythenIcomebacktothis

"Baby,Icanexplain"

I'mnowenjoyingyogurtwhentheJerkspeaks,

I'msocalmit'snotevenfunny,wellitiskinda

funny.I'vebeenmeaningtobreakupwiththis



doutchbutIjustcouldn'tgetthetimeorfindthe

reasontoleavehissorryass

shamepoorguy...Ifeelsorryforinterruptinghis

fun

Me:"explainwhatbabe?"

HelooksatmewithafacialexpressionIcan't

explain

Him:"aren'tyoumad?"

Me:"whatfor?Thatyouwerehornyanddecided

togetabootycall,ohnobabeItotallygetit,I'm

notangry,actuallyIwasabouttoleavesoy'all

cancarryon,itsyourhouseanywayyoufreeto

doasyouplease,Ihopeyoudon'tmindabout

thisyogurtI'mabithungry,butnowI'm

gone,hopefullywenevercrosspathsagain,bye

babe"

ImakemywaytotheexitdoorasIaimthe

emptycontainerofyogurtatthebinandIscore



Me:"yesss!"IsayasI'mout

Him:"pleasebabe,givemeonemorechance,I'm

sorry"

Me:"chance?Mebeingwithyouinthefirst

placewasachance,thegreatestchanceI've

evermade"

Ileavehimstandingtheredumbstruckandhalf

naked.

IcallanuberafterI'vewalkedafewhouses

awayfromhis.

Tothinkthiswasoneofthelongest

relationshipsI'veeverhad,Imeanguysawhole

twomonths!Yohthatiswaytoolongforme

mostofmyrelationshipsarenotmorethanone

monthorfewweeks,Idon'tknowwhetherit's

goodorbadluckbuttheyalwaysshowtheir

truecoloursearly,butwithThatoitwaslonger

thanIanticipated,longandsoooboring,to

thinkIwasabouttogivehimthecookie



thinkingitwouldmaybespicethingsup

nyana,thankgoodnesshedidthis,thankyou

Lord!IthinkIshouldtakeabreakfromdating

nowandjustfocusonmyselfandbooks,I'm

doingmysecondyearnowsoIgottafocus,I

wouldn'twannadisappointmy

grandmommy,shesacrificedtoomuchforme

togethere,I'vebeenthroughtheworst

childhood,butthat'sastoryforanotherday.

TheUberpicksmeup,Idon'tfeellikegoing

straighthomeso

Me:"pleasedropmeoffBraamfonteinnear

WAMcafé"

Hedropsmeoffthereindeed,Idon'tknow

aboutyoubutI'msupperfamishedright

now,andI'mnotabouttogotothatpitifulhouse

Ilivein.Imakemywayinthecaféthensitright

atthefarcornerend,Ilovesittingatfarcorner

endsinrestaurantsandjusthaveaclearview

ofwhowalksinandwhowalksout,howare



theydressed,makeuptheirlivesinmymind

justbylookingatthem,callmecreepybuttrust

me,itsfun...

Quintonistheonlyhumanbeingwhodoesn't

thinkitsweird,infactwebothliketodothis.

Waiter:"canIgetyousomethingmamorwould

youstillliketolookthroughthemenus?"

Me:"I'llhaveyourcappuccinomuffinsanda

latteplease"

Hewritesonhisnotepad

Waiter:"thatbeall?"

Me:"yes"

Henodsandwalksaway,yohIwonderhowwillI

fallasleeptonightwiththismuchcaffeine,

mightaswellstudy..whoamIkiddingrecessis

notevenoveryet

"CanIjoinyou?"

IlookupathimthenIstartexamininghim,heis



acaramelbone,abittoothinbutnot

skinny,wouldn'tsayhe'shotbuthe'sgotlooks

nyanajustnjeee,he'sdressednotverydecent,

lookslikesomerapperwannabe,theskinny

jeans,thembigsneakers,thepantsarenot

pulledrightuptheysittingbellowhisbutt

showingoffhe'sboxers,hehasonawhitevest

andaleatherjacket,hebetterbeabickerorelse

he'soutfitisabigturnoffforme

"Well?MayI?"

Icomebacktoearth

Me:"uhm.....wellll....I.....eerrrm

HeflashesmeabigsmileIalmostfalloutmy

chair,hasthisguyeverheardoftoothbrushand

toothpaste!?trustmetheydowondermy

brother,Evenworsehe'sgotagoldtooth!Yoh

hereallydidn'tneeditcausehe'steethareall

turninggold

Me:",uhm,actually...I



",she'sherewithme,sorrybutweonadate,soa

thirdwheelwouldbeintruding"

Phew,thisguyisalwaysherewhenI'minsome

kindatrouble,sometimesitscaresme

Me:"Quinton!,finallywhattookyouso

long,babe"

Iplayalongsothisguycanvanish

Hecomesandkissesmycheekthentakeshe's

seat

Quinton:"sorrytokeepyouwaiting,didyoutake

meanorder?"

Me:"No,youknowhowpickyyouare"

Wefakelaughateachother,thegoldtoothguy

getsthemessageandleaves,finally!Ican

breath!

Isigh

Me:"thanksfortherescue"



Quint:"IwishIdidn't,andwatchyousuffocate"

HelaughsandIgivehimadeadglare

Me:"thenImakeyouwashthedishesforthe

restoftheyear"

Quint:"unfair!Itsnotlikeitsmyjobtorescue

you"

Me:"butyoualwaystherewhenI'mintrouble,

mightaswellmakeityourjob"

Quinton:"girlplease,Igotbetterthingstodo

thansavingyourass"

Me:"mmmhreally?Likewhat?Breakinghearts?"

Quinton:"wow,reallynow?Wegoingthere?"

Me:"letusnot"

Quinton:"good,causeI'veonlybroketwothis

month,I'mgettingbetter"

Thisguyisunbelievable

Me:"IhopeGodonedayhearsallmyprayersfor



you......anywaywhilewestillinthetopic....I

brokeupwiththatsonofa

Quinton:"tiiiiiii...

HealwayssaysthatwhenI'mabouttoswearin

public,Ialsodoitforhim.

Me:"Icaughthimredhanded,cheating,today"

Quinton:"asinlikeyousawhimfucking?With

yourowntwoeyes?"

Inodsmiling,don'taskwhyI'msmiling

Quinton:"Ineedtopayhimashortvisit"

Ohnohealwaysdoesthis

Me:"noplease,he'snotworthitreally,I'mnot

evenhurt,I'vebeenmeaningtobreakupwith

him,youknowthat"

Quinton:"okayIguessyouright,hurryandfinish

up,Ineedtogetbacktothehouse,I'mtiredjust

wannachillandtalktoyousoIcanfallasleep

andrest"



Igasp

Me:"areyousayingI'mboring,MrO'Brien?"

Quinton:"ThatisnotwhatI'msayingmyLilly,

justsayingyourpresenceissorelaxing"

Me:"gojumpoffacliff"

Wefinishupthenhedrivesusbacktoour

apartment,yes"our"welivetogether,let'sjust

sayifitwasn'tforhimI'dbesomewhereinthe

streets,itwasoneofthosethings"bursarywent

wrong"turnedoutIwasn'toffered

accommodation,butIonlyfoundthatoutwhenI

wasalreadyhere,IrememberIhadnowhereto

go,icouldn'tcallmygramscauseitwould've

stressedherandIwouldn'twanthergetting

anotherheartattackduetostress,soIdragged

mybigluggagenotknowingwheretogojust

roamingthestreetsofJo'burgtillitgotreally

dark,agroupofyoungmensurroundedme,it

wasthemostterrifyingmomentofmylife,when



outofnowhereahandsomeKnight(heshould

neverhearmecallhimthat,itwillboosthis

alreadybigEgo)cametotherescue,hescared

themoffwithhisgun,Iwasrelievedand

thankfulandcharmed,thenIwasterrifiedagain

causeafterallhewasstillastrangerwitha

gun,Iwasyoung,lostandvulnerablesohe

could'vedoneashepleaseswithmeandI

rememberedIwasinthecityofgoldanythingis

possible,butthecutegentlemaninfrontofme

assuredmethathewouldn'thurtmethen

offeredmearide,Itookmychancesandtrusted

himwithmylife,ItoldhimIhavenowheretogo

andthat'swhenheofferedmearoominhis

bachelorapartmentoffiverooms,itwasanice

reasonablehouse,butatfirstitwasScarrythe

thoughtofsharingwithaguymanythoughts

ranthroughmymind,luckilythewholeoflast

yearhedidn'tstaywithme,he'dcomebybutnot

sleepover,heaskedhe'sfriendifhecouldcrash

withhim,justforoneyearuntilIwas



comfortablethenhe'dmovebackinthis

year,webecameverycloseasfriendsfrom

then,theyearjuststartedsoherecentlymoved

intwodaysago,butthiswillbethefirstnight

we'llspendasroommates.I'veneverlivedwith

anyonebesidesmymomandgrams,Ididn't

havemuchofaninterestinglifebackthen,but

thatallchangedlastyear,varsitylife,wherehave

youbeenallmylife?Butitalsohasits

downs,that'swhenIstartmissinghome.

Ifitwasn'tforQuinton,GodknowswhereI'dbe

doingwhat,thethoughtterrifiesme.SuddenlyI

feelnervous,why?

Quinton:"pennyforthoughts?"

WenowatthehousechillinginfrontoftheT.V

justfinishedaboxofpizza

Me:"sorrybutIonlydealwithRands,whenyou

havethat,thenwecantalk"

Quinton:"wow,Ialwaysknewyouwereagold



digger,didn'tthinkitwasthatbadthatI'dalso

havetopayforyourthoughts"

Hesaysjokinglywhilelaughinginbetween

Me(chuckle):"hey,inmydefenseyouofferedto

payformythoughts,soItookmychances,like

anyotherbusinessmindedpersonoutthere"

Quinton:"yousuchasmartmouth"

Me:"that'swhyyouluurrrvme"

Quinton(chuckles):"haaayeahright...pshhh"

Me:"I'mgoingtobednow,goodnight"

Helooksatmedisappointed

Quinton:"itsonlyten,andanicemovieisabout

tostart"

Ishakemyhead,thenhegivesmethosepuppy

pleadingeyes,withthoserainboweyesof

his,nowhowdoyousaynotosuchanadorable

facelikethat?Pleaseteachme,I'mserious,

pleaseteachmeIreallyneedtoknowcauseI



reallyneedtosleeprightnow,asinnow,anyone

there?,hello?Iguessnoonewantstoteachme

Me:"Eish,Quinton....

Quinton:"comeon,I'llmakepopcorn"

Hegivesmethatchildishexcitedcuteface

showingeverysingletoothinhismouth.

(OhboyyoubetterthankGodfortakinghe's

timewhilecreatingyou,otherwisencncnc)

Me:"popcorn?MmmhokaythenIguessone

moviewon'thurt"

Heflashesasmile,morelikeasmirk

Hemakespopcornthenwatchthemovie,he

wrapshe'sarmroundmyshoulderaswe

indulgeinthepopcornonmylap,mightbea

problemstayingwiththisbimboifhe'llmake

mestayuptilllateeverytime........ohheyI

almostforgot,mynameisLisakhanya

MthethwaI'mturning18nextmonthMarch03,I



can'tputintowordsonwhatkindofpersonI

ambutyouwillsoonfindoutandmaybe

describemeinyourownwords,I'mdoingmy

secondyearinLaw,there'snotsomanyreasons

ofwhylawbutthereisone,whichy'allboundto

findout

.

.

.

let'skeepeachothersatisfied...I'lldoitby

posting...theninreturny'all

comment..like...mentionasmanyfriendsasyou

can!
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Lisa

I'mwokenupbymovementofsomeone

breathingbeneathmyhead,whatisthis?Ouch

myback,can'tbelievewesleptonthissmall

couch,wealltangleduponeachother,Iliftmy

headfromhim,weabitsweaty,Imeanitsstill

thebeginningoftheyearthetemperaturesare

hot,definitelynotforcuddlingorwhateverthis

is,andworseI'mstillwearingmywarm

PJs,whatwasIthinking?....aawwwwwouldyou

lookatthat,helookssoinnocentandcutewith

hispoutedpurplishlips,howcomethey

purple,itsbecausehesmokesof



cause.....uuuhhIhaveanidea,

ItrytountanglemyselffromhimIslowlythrow

mylegsgentlyoverhimasImakemywayto

thekitchen....Ihopewehavesome

cream..mwahahahathisisgoingtobefun

Me:"eish,wedon'thavewhoopcream"

ArghgreatIreallywantedtoprankthatfool

Me:"ohwhatisthis?Chocolatesyrup!"

Me(whispers):"shhhhhkeepitdownLisa,we

wouldn'twannawakehimupbeforehavingour

fun"

Itiptoebacktothecouch,justonemorething...

Nowwhereisthatfeatherduster?Ohthereyou

are!Letmepulloutonefeather

(he'ssogonnagetmeforthis)Isaytomyself

Isqueezethesyruponhisrighthand,noIthink

heneedmore,soIsqueezeevenmore.Itryto

holdinmylaugh....ohwaitmyphone,Ihaveto



getthisonvideo,IlaughsilentlyasIonthe

video

Me(talkingtothecamera,whispering):"okay

guys,I'mabouttoprankmyfriendhere,sothe

reasonI'mvideoingthisiscauseifheshould

makeanythreatstokillmeandy'alldon'tsee

meformorethanthreedays....pleasecome

afterhim....hehehe..okay,heregoes"

Igentlymovethefeatheronhislefteartickling

itbuthejustshakeshishead

Me(whispers):"ohcomeon...don'tbeboring

now"

Iticklehisnoseandmouth,hewiggleshisnose

infrustration,Igigglesoftly,doeshehavetobe

thiscute?Icarryonirritatinghimwiththe

feather,whenhesuddenlyslapshisfacewith

he'srighthand..YES!

Me(laughing):"oops!"

Hegetsuptotallyshocked,goshyoushouldsee



hisfaceallsmudgedwithchocolate

I'mlaughinguncontrollablywhilevideoinghim

Me(laughing):"youlooksoyummymmmhI

couldjusteatyouup!"

Quinton:"whatthefuckLisa....youdidthis?"

Hisfaceturnintoanangryone...shhiit

Me:"Me?WhyMe?"

Iaskallshockedandinnocent

Helaughswhilelickingthechocolateonhislips

Quinton(laughing):"I'msogoingtogetyoufor

thisLisa"

Me:"youshould'veseenthelookonyour

face...priceless!"

Helooksatmeindisbelief

Quinton:"Areyouvideoingthis?"

IshakemyheadalthoughitsclearlyevidentI

am



Me:"No"

Quinton:"deleteitnow!"

Ilaughshakingmyhead

Me:"Never!"

Quinton:"bringthatherebeforeIkillyou!"

Me:"youseepeople,there'sthethreatIwas

talkingabout"

HegetsupcomingtowardsmebutI'mtoofast

forhimI'malreadyoutside

Quinton:"YoubettergivemethatphoneYoung

ladyAndI'mnotplayingwithyou,Deletethat

videonow"

Me:"youbetterbeniceYoungman,causeyou

stilloncamera...Sosmileforthecamera

chocolateface!"

Igigglethenhestartschasingme

Quinton:"youthinkyoucanoutrunme...Idon't



thinksoMissy"

Iwasnowinthebedroomhidingnexttothebed

ontheotherside

Itrytobeasquietasamousebutmybreathing

istooheavy.Ihearthebedroomdoorclose

Quinton:"Iknowyouinhere,andtherenomore

runningcauseyoustuckinthisroomwith

me...ifIwereyouI'dgiveupnow..Ihavethe

keysafterall"

ShitI'mbustedIquicklytalktothecamera

beforeIswitchitoff

Me(whispering):"okayguysI'mbusted,itwas

funwhileitlasted,rememberwhatIsaid,ifyou

don't......

"thereyouare"

Iswitchoffthevideoandsaveit,Iliftupmy

eyesandsuddenlymyheartisracinginfear

Me:"look...Quinton.....MyBff....mybeautiful



brother....let'stalkaboutthis"

Hesmirks

Quinton:"Iseeyouhaveadeathwishhuh?"

Me:"I...Iwasjust...comeon...

IjumponthebedasItrytoruntotheotherside

buthequicklycornersmebeforeIcaneven

makeittothedoor.I'mstandingstillwhilehis

handsareholdingagainstthewalllockingme

betweenthem

Quinton:"soyouthinkyouhavejokeshuh?"

Me(breathless):"comeon....Quinton...I..was

justmessingwithyou....nothing

personal.....let'sforgetthiseverhappened.....

Okay?....

Istretchoutmyhandabit

Me:"Truce?"

Ismilenervouslyshowingeverytoothinmy

mouth



Hestillhaschocolateonhisface,itssmellsso

good,bythewayI'mobsessedwithchocolate

Quinton(chuckles):"Truce?...youhavetobe

kiddingme..comehere"

IclosemyeyescauseIdon'tknowwhathe's

abouttodo,whenIfeelhimpickmeupthen

throwsmeonthebedroughly,Ilayonmyback

hegetsontopofme

Me:"whatyougoingtodotome?Pleasedon't

ticklepleaseIwon'tdoitagain!"

Quinton:"that'snotsuchabadideaaswell"

HesmilesItrytomovebuthepresseshimself

evenmoreontopofme,hetakesmyhands

thenholdthemtightlyovermyhead,I'mnow

completelystuck,hebringshisfacecloserto

mine,whoawhatisgoingon?Myheartstarts

beatingfasterandsodoestheonedown

there,don'tlookatmelikethathe'sdickistoo

pressedagainstmyhoneypotanditsvery



big,okaywhyamIthinkingabouthisdick?thisis

myfriend,helloLisa!?

Me(whispers):"Quinton?"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"it'stimeyoucleanupyourmess

younglady"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"yougoingtolickmyfaceclean,since

youlovechocolatesomuch.....goon"

Me:"areyouseriousI'mnotdoingthat...eewww"

Quinton:"finethenwewillstayinthisposition

asItortureyouwithawkwardsilenceand

intensivestaredown"

Me:"Icanlivewiththat,butI'mneverlickingyour

face,evenifitwasthelastchocolatefaceon

earth!"

Quinton:"okaythen"



Itgoessilenthisfacestillclosetomine,he's

stillontopofme,he'sstaringdeepintomyeyes

likehe'ssearchingforsomethinghelost,his

lightbrownhazeleyes....Itsbeenfiveminutes

nowmybreathinghaschanged,myheartis

beatinginadifferentway,he'ssmilesare

sendingshiversdownmyspine,what's

happeningtome?I'veneverfeltlikethisbefore

towardsanyone,allofthesethingshappening

tomefeelsoforeign...Thisisreallytorture

Ifinallybreaktheice

Me:OK!Fine!Youwin..I'lllickyourface"

Quinton:"goodgirl"

Helet'sgomyhandsasIpullhisfaceandstart

lickingallthechocolateoffit...finallyI'mdone,I

justleftthebitthatwasaroundhislips

Me:"alldone..canIbesetfreenow?"

Idon'tknowifitsjustmeorhe'sdickfeelsvery

hardonmenow....Ithinkitsjustme,Ican't



possiblymakehimfeelthatway..I'mnotthe

typeofgirlliketheoneshedates..sonoImjust

imagining

Quinton:"whataboutthechocolatearoundmy

lips?"

Me:"youcantakecareofthat"

Quinton:"itsyourmess,youcleanit"

Isigh

Me:"argh,thisissoodisgustingyouknow"

Quinton:"Iknow...justsoyoubareinmind..I

sweatedalotlastnight"

Ifelttheurgetopuke..ILICKEDHISSWEAT!!!

eeww

Me:"didyouhavetomentionit"

Quinton:"youdidn'texpectmetomakeyou

enjoythispunishment?didyou?"

Me:"youthecruelestfriendever!"



Quinton:"whythankyou..Ionlyaimtoplease"

Me:"moreliketodisgust"

Quinton:"themoreyoutalkthemorethis

chocolatewillmeltwithmysweat"

Me:"yuck!let'sjustgetthisoveranddonewith"

remindmetoneverprankthisfoolagain

Ipullhisfacecloserandlickthechocolate

aroundhislips,nextthingIknowourlipsare

touching,hestartsmovingthemashesucks

myupperlip

Quinton:"sorryyoukindahadabitofchocolate

there.....andhere"

Hesucksmybottomlip...nextthingwesucking

eachotherslips...OMGwekissing!Thisisso

wrong....butitfeelssodamngood...Ibreakthe

kiss

Me:"uhmm...I....Ihavetogo"

HegetsoffmeandIjumpoutofbedasquick



aslightning

Okaythingsaregoingtobesoawkwardfrom

nowon.....Ihopetheywon'tthough

Quinton:"Iseeyoualsoenjoyedmychocolate

lipsasmuchIenjoyedyours?"

Hesmirks

Me:"don'tflatteryourselfbuddy...youknowhow

obsessedIamwithchocolate...wouldn'tsay

muchforyourlips..sowipethatsmugoffyour

face"

Ismirkback

Quinton:"andhereIwasthinkingthiswasa

startofsomethingamazing"

Me:"haa!!Nicetrynotinamillionyears....butno

offence..I'mwayoutofyourleague"

Heholdhischest



Quinton:"youbreakingit"

Me:"itsabouttimeyougotatasteofyourown

medicine"

Wecrackupandlaugh

Quinton:"wherehas'hardtoget'gottenyou?"

Me:"veryfarfromheartbreakerslikeyou"

DidImentionI'mkindofasmartmouth?

Quinton:"smartmouth"

Heyhereadsmindsnow?

Quinton:"stopthinkingtoomuch.,..nowgetout

ofmyroom,beforeIgetmyrealrevengeonyou"

Me:"I'llpass"

Iliterallyrunout,phewIthinkIhandledthat

well....ourfriendshipisnotbruisedbythis,thank

goodness.

Me:"phew!Whattodonow?"

Ithrowmyselfonthecouchandthengo



throughthechannelswhenmyphonestarts

ringing,IchecktheIDanditsgrams,EishIwas

posttocallherfirstthingyesterdaybefore

thingsdidn'tgothewayIhadimagined

Me:"Ifitisn'tthebestgrannyinthewholewild

world"

Grams:"Lisa,ubuyaninikanti?"(whenareyou

comingback?)

Ilaugh,issheserious

Me:"kodwamakhulubendinaweizolooku?"(but

gramsIwaswithyoujustyesterday?)

ShelaughsIloveitwhenshelaughs,itsan

Angel'slaugh

Grams:"sendyak'khumbulanje"(Imissyou

already)

Me:"aawImissyoutooma-gree"

Shesighsloud

Me:"kukhoinxhakimakhulu?....(istherea



problemgrams?)

Itgoesquiet...thiscan'tbegood,Icanalready

sensetragedy,thisisthesamesilenceIheard

whengramswasgoingtotellmemydadhas

passedon

Me:"makhulu..........please,talkto

me....(whisper)...ismomokay?"

Grams:"(sniffs)ayiumamakhouyaphila(your

momisfine),justshe'snotgivinguponthat

bottle,she'ssomewhereoutthereinthe

taven,drinkingherlifeaway"

Isigh,althoughI'musedtothis,I'mnotreally

usedtothis,mymomhasbecomeadrowning

alcoholiceversincedadpassedawayfiveyears

ago

Me:"ayimnaandsazingokuukbasizoyithini

lentokamamanyan"

(Ireallydon'tknowwhateverarewetodoabout

mom'sproblem)



Grams:"kodwake,akusisoisizathuendiku

fonelesona"

(That'snottherealreasonwhyIcalledyou)

Me:"obviously.,...Itscauseyoumissedme"

Shelaughslightly

Grams:"Lisa,mntam....Iwenttothedoctora

fewmonthsbackndyazuk'baakuloxeshaelihle

lokuk'xelelaeli(andthisisprobablynotthebest

timetotellyouthis")

Myheartskipsabeatinfear

Me:"iseverythingokaygrams?Doyouhavethe

fluagain?Isityourbonesactingup...youdid

bloodcheckup?"

Mysuspenseisrunningwild

Grams:"hlisaumoyalilly"(calmdown,lilly)

Itrytocalmdown

Grams:"Iwantyoutostudyhardokay,don'tlet



thecityofgolddeceiveyou,ungadlali

amakhwenkwe(don'tbefooledbyboys),Iwant

youtogoplacesandmakesomethingoutof

yourselfkodwaungasozeulibaleaphouvela

khona(butneverforgetwhereyoucomefrom)"

Me:"o_okaykutheniuthethakanje?Ngaba

yonkeintoihambakakhlekhonaintoek'ding'ba

ndiyazi?"(whyareyoutalkinglikethis,isthere

somethingyouwanttotellme?)

Grams:"Ihavecancerbaby....andinaxesha

lingakananiemhlabeni(AndIdon'thavemuch

timeonearth)

Myearswentdeafeverythingjustshutoff

Grams:"I'msorryIdidn'ttellyouearlierorover

theholidays,butIjustwantedtospendquality

happytimewithyou,Iknewyouwould've

insistedinstayinghereinsteadofgoingbackto

schoolandIcouldn'tletthathappen"

Me(breakingvoice):"howlongdoyouhaveto



live?"

Grams(crying):"threemonthsortwo....

Iburstintotears

Me:"No!No!Pleasetellmeyoujoking...Ican't

looseyoumakhulu...Ican't!...youmyonly

family"

She'scryingloudlyontheothersideaswell,

Grams:"sobuyesithetheNana..Ilove

you...rememberthat"

Shedropsthecall,thenallthetearscome

gushingdownlikeawaterfall,Ican'tbreath,my

heartissuffocatedandisverypainfullikea

thousanddaggersjustcutrightthroughit...why

me?Whydobadthingslovehappeningtome?.

IdropmyphonethendroponmykneesasIcry

myeyesout..

Ifeelsomeoneinfrontofmehugging

me,makingmecryevenmore,hedoesn'tsay



anythingbutjustholdsmetighterandlet'sme

cryonhisshoulder

"Sshhheverythingwillbeokay"

.

.

.
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LISA



Itrytoopenmyeyesbuttheytooheavyand

painful

"Heysleepyhead"

ImanagetoopenoneeyeandIseeaclean

freshQuinton

Quinton:"Ihavetogetgoing,Imadebreakfast,

itsinthemicrowave,bye"

Hekissesmyforeheadthenwalks

Me:"Wait!"

Hestopsandlooksatme

Me:"whydidn'tyouwakeme?NowI'llmissmy



morningclass"

Quinton:"Idon'tthinkyoushouldgotoday"

Me:"andsitaroundhereanddonothingand

thinkabouthorriblethings"

IsayasI'mrushingupanddowntrynagetready

beforeheleavesme.Iquicklywashedmyface

threwinsweatpantsbra,vest,I'mnowtrynaput

onmyshoeswhilehoppingtothebathroom

whichisacrossmybedroom,Ibrushmyteeth

asImanagetoputononeshoe,Irunbackto

theroomwhilebrushingmyteethandtakemy

othershoeIrunbacktothebathroom,Irinse

mymouthandbeforeIknowitI'malldone,Igo

backtomyroomtogetmybag

Me:"readytogo"

IsayasIpasshim

Me:"areyoujustgoingtostandthere?"

I'llbathwhenIgetbacksoIjustpuffedsome



perfumeandrollon...don'tjudgeme..weall

haveourdays

Helooksatmewithhismouthhangopen

Quinton:"that'sthequickestI'veeverseenagirl

dressup"

Me:"ifyoudon'tcloseyourmouth,it'llbethe

quickestyou'veeverseenaflygetinsomeone's

mouth"

Helaughsthenweheadouttohiscar,it's

nothingfancyjustoneofthoseoldgolfcars

,butitsallpimpedupandveryniceandshiny,he

alwayskeepsitcleanevenintheinsidewithred

andblackleatherseatsitsblackontheoutside,

therimsarethebesttheycanrotateforafew

minutesafterthecarhasstopped,it'sasexy

babe..Idon'tknowhowheaffordedtopimphis

carlikethis,causewellhedoesn'tcomefroma

veryfinanciallystablehome,he'stoldmeabout

himselfbutnotmuch..theonlythingIknowis



thathehateshe'sfathereventhoughhepassed

away..thereasonsbeing?He'snotreadytotell

me...butheloveshismotherdearly,I'venever

seenwherehecomesfrombuthe'sfrom

aroundJo'burg,IonceaskedifIcouldvisit

wherehisfamilystayssincehesayshe'smom

knowsaboutmeandwhathe'sdonefor

me,apparentlyhetellsmehisfamilylovesme

butwhenIasktomeetthemhebecomedodgy

makingupexcuses,tellingmehe'sashamed

andembarrassedbythesituationathishome,I

don'tgetwhycauseIdon'tcomefromafancy

homeeithersoI'mthelastpersontojudge..so

I'vestoppedasking,causeIguessitsreally

bad,heworksparttimeasabartenderat"The

Immigrant"nightclubhe'ssalaryisnotmuch

buthe'ssurviving,healsohasabursarypaying

hisfees,Ithinkthisflatisalsocostlythe

landlordoncecameanddemandedhisrentand

atthatmonthQuintonwasbrokesoIhelped

himoutwiththelittlespendingmoneyIget



frommybursaryandthelittleIgetfromgrams

atleastitmanagedtopayhalfoftheirrent,I

wasstarvingforthosepastfourorfivemonths

causeIstartedusingmymoneytohelpoutwith

rent,butQuintonwouldmanagetogetafew

thingsforustoCook,causeeventhoughwe

didn'tstaytogetherbuthewasheremostofthe

timeonlyhe'dsleepoverathisfriend

Brandon,somedayswe'dhavebreadandbutter

forsupper,notthatI'mcomplainingcause

that'sthelifeIlivedbackhome,butitsnot

alwaysbadmosttimesitsgood,wemanageto

buylotsofgroceriesevengoshoppingfor

clothes...soourstruggleisshortlivedbut

becomesverybad.

he'snotreallyanopenpersonandI'mnotreally

ameddlingpersonsoifyousayitsnonofmy

businessitprobablyisnonofmy

business..that'swhyI'mnotopenwithhim

either,likelastnight,Ididn'ttellhimwhyIwas



cryingafterheasked,itsnonofhisbusiness.I

wonderhowwillIsurvivewithoutGramsI'll

havenoone

Idon'tknowhowtodescribeQuinton..

wellhe'scute,okaymaybecuteisan

understatementhe'shot,likehe'sthekindahot

thatmakesagirlthrobjustbyhisside

smile..thekindahotthatmakesyougodamn

morethenfivetimeswheneverhecomesby

andtrybyallmeanstocatchhisattention..Well

atleastthat'swhatIhearfromothergirlscause

Ireallydon'tcare..what?Idon't....Girlsareall

overhimlikeliterally,theycan'tevenpretendto

notwanttogetunderhispants!Althoughhe

neverpaysattentiontogirls,wellhedoesbut

certaingirlsandthey'rethosekindacheerleader

beautifulpopulargirlsweusuallywatchon

movieswhoalwaysgetthe"guy"nowthatishis

type..

..he'snotseriouswhenitcomesto



relationships,Iwon'tevencallthem

relationshipscausehedoesn'tstaywithonegirl

formorethanoneweekortwoweeks,hegets

whathewantsandleavesthem,whenIasked

whydoeshedothis,hetoldmehe'sjusthaving

funandIcan'texpecthimtobeseriouswith

girlswhoflirtwithhimatworkwhilemixing

themcocktailsandbesidesthesegirlslovethe

expensivelifeandhe'snotabouttobesucked

drybysomebitch..hiswordsnotmine...Iwon't

putmyselfdownI'mverycuteifIsayso

myself..*winkwink*ifIwantedtobeoneof

"thosegirls"itwouldn'tbesuchahardtaskbut

I'mnotaboutthat,I'mwaytoobusyandhavea

life,tobelikethat,Igotthebody,yeshourglass

kindbutnottheNickiminaj,I'mmoremedium

boobsflattummy,pointyhipsmediumass,long

butnotskinnylegs,lightgoldenbrown

complexion(yellowbone),Chinesebiggreen

eyes,don'taskmehowcomeIgotgreeneyes,I

don'twannaruinmyalreadybruisedmood



talkingaboutthat..Iputblackeyescontactsno

oneknowsIhavegreeneyesexceptmyfamily,

mygramsdoesn'tlikethefactthatIhidethe

colourofmyeyesshesaystheyverybeautiful

butshedoesn'tunderstand,Ihavenaturallong

silkhair,I'mhalfcolored,Ihopeyounowhavea

clearvisionofhowIlook?

Quinton:",getoutofmycar"

Ohwehere.

Me:"Noneedtobeadorkassaboutit....I'llsee

youlater"

Isayaswegetoutthecar

Quinton:"I'mnotwaitingforyoutoday,you'll

havetocallanuberorsomething"

Me(smug):"gotahotdate?"

Quinton:"whydoyoualwaysassumethat?

MaybeIgotastudydate...everthoughtofthat?"

Ilaughoutloudbutfakelaugh



Me:"haaa!You?Study?Tryagain!"

Helaughs

Quinton:"okayokayyougotme,there'sthishot

chick,Brandonintroducedmetolastweek,her

nameisMinentle,weexchangednumbers,she

wasliterallycravingforme,weflirtedoverthe

phone,untilshecouldn'twaitformetomakethe

firstmovethenshe....guesswhat?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"sheaskedyoutomarryher?"(sarcasm)

Hechuckles

Quinton:"geeitstoosoonforthat....sheasked

meout"

Me:"she...asked...you...out?"

Henodsproudly

Me:"wow,desperatemuch?"

Helaughs



Quinton:"hey,Idon'tmind,sothat'swhatI'llbe

doingafterclasses"

Me(smirk):"agirlyoudidn'tmeetatthe

club...interesting"

Quinton:"ohplease,Idoubtshe'llbeany

different,sheflirtedwithmeandaskedme

out..soshe'snodifferentfromalltheothersI've

dat....hadfunwith"

Me:"mmhifyousayso...okaythencharmerboy

I'llseeyoulater,I'malreadyrunninglatebye!"

IrealiseIthinkI'mactingweirdorIdon'tfeel

likeIsoundedhappyforhim..whichisweird

right?soIstoppedandlookbackathim

Me:"goodluckwiththedate,hopeyoudon't

messthisoneupliketherest"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"goaway!"

Me:"seeyoulaterRoomie"



Quinton:"don'tcountonit*winks*..Roomie!"

IruntoclassandI'mfifteenminuteslate,Igosit

bythethirdrowfromthefront,Idon'tlikesitting

attheback,Iwon'tfocussinceI'msuchablab

mouthI'lleasilygetdistracted

Me(whisper):"heygirlfriend"

OhIforgottomentionIhaveanotherbestie

besidesQuintonhernameisYonela,wellwego

waaaybacksincehighschool,grade10...but

weonlyfoundoutwhenwestartedvarsitythat

wewereacceptedatthesamevarsity

Yonela:"youlate.....again"

Sherollshereyes

Me:"givemeabreak,betterlatethannot

showingupatall"

Yonela:"obviously,you'lltakeyourside"

Itrytolaughsilently

Me:"aahh....Durrh"



Irollmyeyesandhitmyforeheadstupidly

Thedayproceedsaswegofromoneclassto

thenext

Yonela:"didyouhear?"

Wenowtakingawalktomyplaceitsa

walkabledistancebutitsalsoadrivable

distancebutsincewehavetimeandwecame

outearlysincemostlecturesweren'tpresentits

only15:00pm

Me:"No....I'mguessingyouwilltellme?"

Yonela:"wehavingatransferstudent....Heor

sheiscomingtomorrow"

Howdoesshegetallthesenews?

Me:"wowthat'scool...Iwonderwhereshe\heis

from"



Yonela:"fromAmericaIhope....andIWishit

wouldbeaveryhandsomeguy"

Shesighslikeagirlinlovelookingup

Me:"okay....Ibetyoudo"

Yonela:"dude,we'vealwaystalkedaboutgoing

toAmerica,marryingacutewhiteAmericanguy

andbeingfilthysuccessful"

IlaughasIrememberourcrazydreams

Yonela:"andbesides,weneedsomeonewho

willoutdoQuinton,hecan'tbethehottestguy

forever!"

Me(laughing):"youexaggeratingnow,Thereare

plentyhotguysaround"

Yonela:"yeahbutnotlikeQuinton..Comeon

youknowwhatImean,hejusthasthat

thing...youknow....thatthing...abouthimthat

nootherhotguyhas..Idon'tknowwhetherits

thebody,orthewayheuseshisbodylanguage



morethanwords,orthefactthathedoesn't

evenhavetotrytogetwhathewantsorisit

thatlazysmileheflasheseverytime,that

doesn'tevenlastfivesecondsorisitthatcar

hedrivesthatmakeshimlooklikeahot

gangster..Haveyounoticedhowimportanthe

looks?,foranaverageguywithnonmuch.....this

transferstudenthasbetterbeallthat..Orelse

I'mgonnascream"

Me:"whoa..calmdown,Quintonisnotallthat,I

reallydon'tgetwhaty'allseeinhim"

Yonela:"ahaayouprobablytheonlygirlwho

thinksthatinthewholeneighborhood"

Me:"argh....itdoesnthavetobeallaboutthe

looksallthetime..therearemanymorethings

thatshouldattractustoguysinsteadof

appearance,wellaslongastheyclean,neatand

decent"

Sherollshereyesasweenterthegate



Yonela:"Idon'tevenknowhowwillyoumange

stayingwithahunklikethatunderoneroof

withoutfuckingforthenextthreeyearsor

resistingthosepurplishlips"

Me:"ohpleasedon'tbesodramatic,I'llmanage

andbesidesIdon'tseeQuintoninthatway,I

seehimthesamewayIseeyou,mybestfriend"

Yonela:"yoohuyabora.....I'dbegoingoutofmy

waytogethisattention,itmustbeeasyifyou

livewithhim....likeyoujustwalkaroundthe

househalfnaked,dropyourtowelbymistake

afterabath..."

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"okay...I'veheardenough,eewwnotfor

Quinton...Ever!Sick..nooo"

Shealsolaughs

Yonela:"I'mjustteasingyou,anywayenough

aboutQuintonhowarethingswiththato?

(Smirks)Gavehimthatsurprisewetalked



aboutduringholidays?"

Me:"hehehe....ubaniyena?....insteadIgotthe

surpriseofmylife....Ifoundhimbanging

anotherbitch"

Hereyesandmouthwideninshock

Yonela:"what!?Aftertwomonthsyonke...I

reallythoughthewastheone"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"youmakeitsoundliketwoyears"

Yonela:"that'swhereIthoughtitwasleading"

Me:"mxm,youknow,guyslooseinterestinme

quickly,IwonderwhatIdowrong,becauseits

notlikeIevengivethemmypussysoIcan'tsay

hegotwhathewanted?OrmaybeitsbecauseI

don'tgivethem?"

Yonela:"okayyoushutuprightthere,itsnothing

youdowrong,itseverythingyoudoright,heyyou

haven'tbeendatingthatmuch,Imeanyouonly



starteddatinginmatricandafterhimyou've

onlydatedthreeguys,soI'msureyoujust

haven'tbumpedintothegentlemanyet"

Me:"buttheyallseemlikesuchgentlemenin

thebeginning"

Yonela:"babe,pleasedon'tthinkmuchabout

that,andrememberthis,...don'tyoueverblame

yourselfforamancheatingorleavingyou,I

meanlookatyou,youbeautifullysexy,you

ambitious,yousointelligentandfocused....I

guessyoutoomuchfortheseloserstohandle"

Iflashahugesmileather

Me:"youalwayshavetherightthingstosay,..I

loveyousomuch"

Yonela:"Iloveyoutoo,nowwithallthatlovein

youforme,wouldyoubeadarlingandmakeus

somefood...I'mstarving,I'llgohomeabitlate,I

don'tfeellikecooking"

Ilookatherindisbelief



Me:"didn'tknowIopenedarestaurant"

Igetuplaughingmyphonevibratesinmy

pocketIcheckitoutanditsaWhatsAppfrom

Quinton

Quinton:areyouokay?Gothomesafe?

Me:I'mgood,yesallsafe,how'sthedategoing?

He'salreadytyping

Quinton:it'samazing,she'samazingLisa,Ithink

shemightjustmakeitfortwoweeks

Ilaugh

Me:wow,shemust'vemadequitethe

impressionhuh

Quinton:Iactuallywouldlikeyoutomeetthis

one

Itakeafewminutesbeforeanswering

Me:oh..really?...InthatcaseIcan'twaittomeet

her



Heanswersquickly

Quinton:IthinkImightactuallylikeher

Me:wellwellwell,ifitisn'tMrtoocoolfor

love,lookatyoufalling,onthefirstdate!

Quinton: shutup,Isaidlikeher..andIsaidI

'think'I'might'likeher...Noonesaidanything

aboutlove

Me:"mhmwe'llseeaboutthat...let'sbet?...you'll

fallforher

Quinton:Iwon't...Itsabetthen,IknowI'll

win,we'lldiscussmyrewardwhenIgethome

Me:hahaha....okayafteramonththough

Quinton:Idoubtitwillevenlastthatlong,doyou

knowthedifferencebetweenamonthandtwo

weeks?

Me:I'llkeepmyfingerscrossed

Quinton:ohshuuhereshecomes,bye



Me:bye....*whisper*..youfalling

Hedoesn'treadorrespond

IcarryonmakingfoodasI'mabouttofinishmy

phonevibrates

Quinton: stopsayingthat!...don'twaitup

forme....Ijustscoredjackpot!

Me:dude!Toomuchinfo ..enjoy!

Iputmyphoneawaythenheadtothelounge

whereyonelaalreadymadeherselfcomfortable

Me:"youcansleepovertonight...Please"

Shesmirks

Yonela:"willQuintonbeheresoon?"

Me:"uhm,....fortunatelynope,he'snotcoming

backtonight"

Hersmiledisappears

Yonela:"aawwwIwasalreadythinkingofusing

thosetipsItoldyouearlier...walkinghalf



naked...mistakenlydroppingtowels..while

playingRihanna'ssong.(shegetsupandstarts

signinganddancing)... don'tknowifyou

couldtakeit...Knowyouwannaseemenakey,

nakey,naked

Iwannabeyourbaby,baby,baby...wildwild

wildthoughts"

Weburstintolaughter...Thisgirlisinsane!

.

.

.
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LISA

Whatabeautifuldayitistoday,thesunisout

thebirdsarechirping....Butdamnthe

temperaturesaretoohigh,thesunisblazinghot.

Toobadwehavetoattendclasses,wejust

finishedfresheningup,Iworemyshortredand

blackscotchskirtandaplainwhiteshortsleeve

formalshirtandallstar,yonelacombedmyhair

andtieditintoamessybunleavingtheshort

partsofmyhairtorunloosealongthesides

withmybabyhair,sheleftherhairlooseweput

somelipstick,wecalledanuber

Yonela:"sohowdoIlook?"



Wejustarrivedincampus

Thisisthehundredthtimeshe'saskingmethis

Me:"youlookgood"

Irollmyeyes

Yonela:"justgood?"

Me:"dudeyoulooknormal,youlook

great,beautiful"

Yonela:"areyousure"

Me:"geezyes....Uzoveleujalekuvelekubeyi

ntombileTransferstudent"(thistransfer

studentmightbeagirl)

Shegasp

Yonela:"yoohpleasedon'tsaythat....let'sstay

positivehere"

Me:"howdidyouevenknowthere'sgonnabea

transferstudent?"

Yonela:"weweretoldbeforeyoucameto



class,he'llbedoingthesamecourseswedoing"

Me:"sohe'saforeigner?"

Yonela:"yeap"

Me:"ayiokaylet'sgettoclassthen"

Wewenttoclassandthelessonsproceeded

Wewerenowonthelastclassofthedayand

myfriendherewasabitdisappointed

Me:"maybehe'llstartnextweek"

Yonela:"arghafterIputinsomucheffort"

Ilaughatherexpression

Me:"Idon'tknowwhyyoustressingyourself,its

notlikeyoudon'thaveaboyfriend...bytheway

howisChris?"

Asmilecrepedonherface

Yonela:"he'sokay"

Me:"okay?"



Yonela:"arghhe'sjusttooperfectformyliking,

he'stoosweet,tooromantic,itsirritating

sometimes,everydayIloveyou,youbeautiful,

myangel,romanticpoems,it'slikewehave

nothingelsetotalkaboutbesideshimpraising

me....yooohitsdrivingmenutsandbored"

I'mnowlaughingmygutsout,shewaitsforme

tofinishbutIcan'tbringmyselftostop,sowe

walktoclasswithmelaughingather,tillshegot

irritated

Afterclasswepartedways.

Idon'thaveenoughmoneyforuber,Eishthe

beginningsofthemonth,Ihateit.Istartwalking

whenacarstopsnexttomebutIdon'tlookI

justpickupthepace

"MayIgiveyouaridepleaseprettyLady?"

Thatvoice,Iknowit,soIturntolook

Me:"arghitsjustyou"



Ijumpinhiscarthenwedrivehome

Quinton:"howboringwasthehousewithout

me?"

Me:"that'swhatyouthink?Shame,Ihadthetime

ofmylife..Iwashopingyou'dspendanother

nightyaz,whydidn'tyouanyway?"

Quinton:"wow,yousomean,pleasegetoutmy

car"

Ilaughathischildishreaction,thenIremember

mydreamlastnightwasprettyweirdandscary

Me:"Q?"

Quinton:"L"

Me:"Ihadaverystrangedreamlastnight"

Quinton:"Iknewmyabsenceaffectedyou

somehow....whatwasitabout?"

Weehayithisidiot



Me:"whatever....itwasaboutyourmother"

Hekeepsquietasheparksthecarinfrontof

thehousethenlooksatme

Quinton:"butyou'veneverevenmetmymom"

Me:"yeahbitI'veseenpictures"

Quinton:"oh...carryon"

Me:"itwaslikeshewasshoutingforhelpbut

whenyoutriedtogetclosertohelpherthemist

wouldgrowmoreandmoreuntilyoucouldn't

seeheranymore,youbrokedownandcried

thenyousaidashortprayer,that'swhenthe

mistdisappearedandyourmothercameback

smiling.."

Quinton:"soyouthinksomethinglikethatwill

happen?"

Me:"No,itwasjustadream,itkindascaredme,I

justhadtoshareit"

Helooksatmeforawhilewithhislazyside



smile,Ikindahateitwhenhestaresintomy

eyesitmakesmeshy,butIcan'tlookawayI

havetokeeptheeyecontactcausethenhewill

thinkIlikehimin"thatway"orsomething,

whichIdon't!

Wegetinsidethehouseimmediatelywhenwe

getinsideweheadforthefridge,itsourhabit,

weopenitandstareforawhile,Igrabwater

turnsouthealsograbswatersohishandison

mine

Me:"Ihelditfirst"

Quinton:"butI'mmorethirsty"

Me:"letgoQIwannadrink"

Quinton:"let'splayrockpaperscissorsforit"

Me:"fine"

Him&I:"rockpaperscissors!"

HethrewarockandIapapersoIwon

Quinton:"cheater"



Me:"thatwaseasy"

IsayasIpourmyselfinaglassthengivehim

buthedecidestodrinkoutthebottle..Ihate

that

Me:"arghmanQuinton,youthinkI'mcrazywhen

Ipourinaglass,ayidudethat'ssodisgusting,I

alsodrinkthatwaternxaaahga"

Istormoutofthekitchentomyroom

"I'mSoorrryyy!!"

Heshouts

"Shutuuuup!!"

Ishoutback

He'ssoirritatingsometimes,Ichangeinto

somethingmorecomfortablelikeshortsand

plainlooseshirtwithnobra,itstoohotforthat

anditsnotlikeI'mgoinganywhere,Ithrow

myselfonthecouchintheloungewhere

Quintoniswatchingcricket,Ilovethissport,well



Ifirstdidn'tlikeitcauseIneverunderstoodof

untilheexplainedittomeandhewouldwatch

itallthetimeuntilIgrewtoloveittoo.Ilaymy

wholebodyonthecouchandputmylegsonhis

lap.

Me:"footrubplease?"

Quinton:"No"

He'sfocusedonthegame

Me:"prettypleaseorwechangingthechannel

causeIwanttowatchtherealnow"

Hedoesn'tlikethatshow,helooksatmewitha

frownthenstartsmassagingmyfeet

Me:"mmmh..thanks"

IclosemyeyesnextthingIknowI'mthinkingof

mygramsandeverythingshetoldme,Iloveher

somuch,Ican'taffordtoloosehersosoonIstill

wanthertolivesothatwhenI'msuccessfulshe

willbeabletoseeallthatandbeproudofme,I



wanttoflourishherwithallthenicethingsshe

deserves,nowshewon'tevenbetherewhenI

graduate

IfeelQuintonmovingclosertomenextthingI

knowI'msittingonhislap

Quinton:"heeyy,don'tcry"

Hewipesmytears,Ididn'tevenrealiseIwas

cryingsoIalsowipedthem,hepullsmeintohis

embrace,hisscentfillsmeup...thisguysmells

ofmoneyandpower,Idon'tknowhowbut,he

smellsofmoney,whichdoesn'tmakeany

sensecausehe'snothingcloserich,sometimes

hecan'tevenusehiscarbecauseofpetrol

expenses

Quinton:"tellmewhat'sbotheringyou...whyare

youcrying?"

Ishakemyhead

Quinton:"isitthesamereasonyouwerecrying

theotherday?"



Inod

Quinton:"youknowyoucantalktomeright?"

Me:"yeah.."

Isighletmejusttellhim

althoughIdon'tlikeitwhenpeoplefeelsorryfor

me

Me:"itsjust...theotherdayIgotacallfrommy

grams.......She...shetoldme.."

Hisphonedisturbsmehetakesitand

"princess"flashesonhisscreenthat'shissister

Quinton:"sorry,canItakethis?"

Inod

Quinton:"hello,candra"

....

Quinton:"whoawhoacalmdown,whereare

y'all?"

....



Quinton:"I'llbethereinafew"

HedropsthecallIgetoffhislap

Me:"whathappened!?"

Hequicklyputonhisshirtsincehewas

shirtless

Quinton:"somethinghappenedtomom...Ihave

togo"

Me:"I'mcomingwithyou"

IsayasIlookaroundforshoesIfindthemand

slipintomysleepers

Quinton:"Noyoustayhere"

Me:"No!I'mcomingwithyouQuinton,endof

discussion!"

Hewasinarushsohedidn'targuewithme

Quinton:"lockthedoor"

Ilocked,heisdrivinglikeamaniac

Me:"slowdown,please!"



Didhelistentome?Likehell...wegottothe

hospital,butthiswasaprivatehospital

Me:"yousurethisistherighthospital?"

Heignoresmeaswerushinsidetothe

reception

Quinton:"MrsO'Brien"

Receptionist:"thedoctorisstillattendingher

pleasewaitbythewaitingarea"

WewalktothewaitingareawhenIseea

beautifulyounggirl,she'sdressedsimplebut

lookslikeamilliondollar,wholooksexactlylike

Quinton,theyhugeachother,thenshelooksat

mewithbloodshoteyeslikeshe'sbeencrying

shecomesandhugsmetoomorelike

squeezesmelikeshe'smissedmesomuch,

butitmyfirsttimemeetingher

Her:"youmustbeLisa"



Me:"youmustbeCandra"

Shegivesmeaweaksmile

IknewQuintonhasasisterandtwobrothers

butIdidn'tthinkthey'dlookthismuchalike

Me:"whereareyourotherbrothers"

Candra:"theyoverseas,sotheycan'tcome"

overseas?Ididn'tknowthat,howcanthey

affordtobeoverseas?

Me:"oh?..whataretheydoi.....

Doctor:"goodevening"

Quinton:"issheokay?Whathappened?Isshe

awake?"

Candra:"canweseeher"

Doctor:"shehadaheartfailure,butwe

managedtostabilizeher,butitmighttakesome

timebeforeshewakesup,she'sinaminor

coma"



CandrabrokedownbutQuintonremained

normal,Candra'scrymademeshedtearstooas

Iwasembracingher

Quinton:"canweseeher?"

Thedoctorleadustoherward,whereshewas

layingtherelifeless,Candrabrokedowneven

moreIwascalmbutthetearswerestreaming

down,Icouldn'treadQuintonhewas

emotionless

Candratalkedtohermothersheshewasdone

sheaskedtoleave,sheleft,Iwasnowwith

Quintonandhismother

Me:"aren'tyougoingtosaysomething?"

Heignoredme,hegotupandkissedher

foreheadthenwalkedout,Iremainedinthere

alonewithher

Me:"itwasnicefinallymeetingyouMrsO'Brien,

althoughthisisnotthebestway,Ipraythatyou

wakeupverysoon"



Ilookedathersheissobeautifulshe's

white(race)withdarkblackhair

IstoodupandwenttothecarwhereQuinton

waswaitingformehewassittingonthebonnet

facingdown,Iwentandstoodinfrontofhim,I

lifthisfaceandfoundhe'scryingsoIjust

embracedhim

Me:"sshhheverythingwillbeokay"

Heheldmearoundmywaistthengotdown

fromthecartohugmeproperlyafterawhilehe

letgoandputhishandsinhispocket

Quinton:"thankyou"

Me:"for?"

Quinton:"everything"

IjustsmilecauseIknowwhathemeans

Me;"whatareRoomiesfor"

He'ssmiledisappeared



Quinton:"let'sgetgoingRoomie,youstillowe

meanexplanation"

Ihopedhe'dforgetaboutthat,Idon'tfeellike

talkingabouther,especiallynowthatthiswhole

thingofhismotherjusthappened,oneofus

hastobestrong,wecan'tbothbeemotionally

weaklikethis

.

.

.

.
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LISA

Beforehestartsthecarheasksme

Quinton:"sotellme,whywereyoucrying?"

Isigh

Me:"mygrams,shetoldmeshehadgonetosee

adoctorafewmonthsbackandshe.....she

foundthatshehascancer,Iguessithadalready

spreadsinceshealreadyhaslimiteddaysto



live......shewilldieQuinton....Shewilldieand

leavemealoneinthiscruelworld...I'llhaveno

one"

Iwipethetearssteamingdownhewipesthem

toothenhugsmeIcryonhisshoulder

Quinton:"I'msosorrytohearthat,Ihadnoidea

youwerecarryingsuchaload,youwon'tbe

alone,I'llberighthere,I'llalwaysberighthere

withyou,throughitall,itwon'talwaysbelike

this,we'llmakeitthrough,strugglesdon'tlast

forever"

I'mnowcalmsoIgetoffhisembrace

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatI'dbewithout

you...thanksforeverything,youmyeverything"

Quinton:"youmeanabigpartofmylifenow

Lisa,soI'ddoanythingtokeepyouhappy,and

tonightIwantustojustbecarefree"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"



Wedrovehomeinsilence,whenhesuddenly

parkedthecarinfrontofapub

Me:"andthen?"

Quinton:"itsFriday,comeonlet'sdistressalil"

Me:"Q,Idon'tthinkthisistherighttimetobe....."

Hedoesn'twaitformetofinishwhenhejumps

off,Ialsogetoffandfollowhim.Wegetthere

andsitbythechairsoppositethebar

Quinton:"giveustenshots"

Iraisemybrowsathimwarninglyhewinks

Me:"Quintondoyouknowhowexpensivethese

are?"

Quinton:"comeonlivealittlewillyou"

Me:"youcandrink,butoneofushastobesober

todrive"

Quinton:"comeononlyfiveshotsthatwon'tget

youdrunk"



Me:"NoQuinton"

Quinton:"please"

Hegivesmethosepuppyeyes,Ihateit,he'stooo

cute

Ishakemyhead,I'mnotfallingforthoseagain

Quinton:"I'lldoanythingyouwantmetodofor

restofthemonth"

Heblinkscontinuouslycurvinghislipsupside

down

Me:"anythinghuh?"

Quinton:"anythingthat'severything"

Me:"wait"

Itakeoutmyphonefrommypocketthengoto

voicerecordIputitnearhismouth

Me:"whatwasthat?"

Helaughs

Quinton:"I'lldoanythingyouwantmetodo"



Me:"anythingthat's?"

Quinton:"everything"

Me:"promise?"

Quinton:"Ipromiseyoulilly"

Me:"good"

Istopandsaveitthenputmyphoneback,I'm

sogoingtotakeadvantageofthatpromise

Theshotscameandwestartedracingonwho

willfinishfirst,hebeatmecauseIcouldn'tstand

thetasteIwasstillonmythirdshotwhenhe

finishedallhisfive

Quinton:"wow,areyoueventrying?"

Me:"itsbitter"

Heaskedforlemons

Quinton:"here,thiswillmakeitbetter"

Isuckedthelemonanditwasnice

Me:"let'sgoagain,lasttimesothatIbeatyou"



Quinton:"can'tyouacceptdefeat?"

Me:"youknowthatain'tme"

WedrankmorenextthingIknowthedrinksare

justcoming,Ifeltmyeyesgettingheavyandmy

headspinningabitItriedtostandtotesthow

drunkIamsoIwenttousetherestroom.

Icameback

Me:"Q?"

Hewastryingtogetridoftwogirlswhowere

throwingthemselvesathim

Quinton:"ladies,please,Ihaveagirlfriend"

Hekeptonlaughing,he'sdrunk

Girl1:"Idon'tseeheranywhere"

Ifeelhimpullmetostandinfrontofhimthen

wrappedhisarmsaroundmefrombehind,I

wasnowfacingthesegirls

Quinton:"theresheis,mybeautifulgirlfriend....



Rightbeautifulgirlfriendofmine?"

Inod

Me:"yeapmybeautifulboyfriend"

Girl2:"Idon'tbelievey'all,youjustwannagetrid

ofus"

Quintonturnedmearoundandhiscoldlips

smashedonmineIkissedhimbackIfeltmy

wholebodyshivermyalreadyweakknees

couldn'ttakeit,hebrokeitafterawhileleaving

mebreathlessandkindofwantingmore?No

youdon'twantmoreLisayoudon't,infactyou

regretthis,youshouldnotletithappenagain,

youhatehimforthis,andnowyoushouldstop

staringathislips...Goshwhat'swrongwithme?

Quinton(lookingintomyeyes):"doyoubelieve

usnow?"

Girl1:"wesosorry,we'llleavey'allbe"

Wewerestillstaringateachotherwedidn't



evenseethemleave

Quinton:"let'sgetoutofhere"

Me:"whereto?"

Quinton:"you'llsee,tonightthecityrunsbyour

rules"

Me:"Okay?"

Quinton(inspirationalvoice):"NoIneedyouto

believeit,tonightthecityisours"

Me(unsure):"tonightthecityisours?"

Quinton:"louderandbelieveinyourself!"

Me(louder):"Tonightthecityisour!!!"

Ishouted

Quinton:"that'sthespirit,let'sgopaintthecity

red"

Werushedoutofthepubtothecar

Me:"butIwantitorange"



Quinton:"fine...let'smakeitfair,we'llpaintitred

andorange"

Me:"fairenough"

Welaughatourstupidity,goshwedrunk,he

speedsoffandforthefirsttimeI'menjoyingthe

speedIfeelsocarefreelikeIhavenicelife

problems

WedrivetoSandtoncitymall

Me:"thisplaceisforrichpeople,Idon'tthinkwe

shouldrulethissideofthecity"

Quinton:"thewholecityisoursnowcome"

Heparkedthecarthenwewalkedpassing

someshops,mostwerealreadyclosedafew

wereopen

Quinton:"thereanicejewelrystore"

Wewentinsomeverybeautifulstore,withhigh

security

Wewerelookingaround,yoohthepricesofall



thesediamondnecklessesandringsareonsky

highlevel,there'sthisspecificringthatcaught

myeye,itssooostunningbutdamnits800000

Theyaremad

Ican'tstopstaringatitgoeswithaneckless

whichis500000

Me(talkingtomyself):"dopeopleevenbuy

theseridiculouslyexpensivethings"

Quinton:"everyday"

Hestartledme

Me:"Iforgotyouwerehere"

Quinton:"Iseeyoulikethatone"

Ilookatitoncemore

Me:"naahdiamondsarenotmything"

Quinton:"yeahright..diamondsarebestfriends

withgirls...waitisitgirlsarefriendsof

diamonds,friendshipisinbetweenthegirland



diamonds....Whatever..Butyeahthesayinghas

girlsanddiamondsandfriendsinit"

I'mlaughingmygutsout

Me:"its...adiamondisagirl'sbestfriend"

Quinton(laughing):"yeahyeah....sowhatwas

thepointofthisconversationagain?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"let'sgetoutofhere,itstooshiny"

Quinton:"yeahitsblindingme"

Wewalkoutlaughingatsweetnothing

Wegotoutofthemallthenwenttosomenice

shoparoundtown

Quinton:"lookforanythingyoulikehere,just

onethingthough"

Me:"okay,let'sdothisIneedanewsmallbagto

fitmytextbooks"

Weheadtothebagsbuteverythinginthisshop



isexpensive

Me:"theytooexpensiveQuinton"

Quinton:"whichonedoyoulike?"

Me:"thisone"

Hetakesit

Me:"Quinton,thisisR500,westillneedtobuy

groceries,remember"

Quinton:"Itoldyou,thecityisourstonight,our

rules"

Hepitthebagaroundhim

Quinton:"takemyhand"

Itookhishandandheheldmetight

Quinton:"youcanrunright?"

Me:"yeah,why?"

Hepullsmeandwewalktowardsthedoor

Me(whisper):"Qwehavetopay"



Heshushesmewegetoutofthestorethenthe

alarmgoesoff

HestartsrunningIfirsthesitate

Me:"Quinton!..Wait..no..what..yoh"

IsawsecuritycomingImadearunforit

followingQuintonIranasfastandfarasmy

legscouldtakeme

Security:"stop!Stop!"

IwaskeepstumblingcauseI'mstilldrunk...we

lostthesecurity

ButwekeptonrunningIsawQuintonslowing

downbutmylegscouldn'tletmeIpassedhim

asIwasrunningformylife

"Lisa!!Wait!Slowdown,welostthem"

FearovertookmeIcouldn'tstopitfeltlikethe

securitywasrightbehindme,Ifeltsomeone

grabmyarmalmostmakingmefallbuthe

caughtmeandlockedmeintohisarms



Quinton:"Isaidslowdown"

Iwasbreathingveryheavily,Ihadsomany

questionsIwantedtoaskhim,butIjustlaughed

insteadhelaughedtooIcrackedupand

laughedreallyhardwebothfellontheground

onourbuttsandlaughedourbuttsout

Me:"that....Was.....so....fun!!!"

Wecontinuedlaughing

Quinton:"Iknewyou'dlikeit"

Me:"likeit?....Ilovedit,whoawhatathrill"

Quinton:"youthebest"

Me:"weshouldnevergotothatsideoftown

again,I'msurethey'llseeisonthecamera

footage...."

Quinton:"we'llbemostwanted"

Ilaughedathowcoolhemadethatsoundwhen

itsactuallyabadthing



Me(laughing):"I'llgotojail!"

Quinton(laughing):"mightbesentencedfor

yeeears"

Me(laughing):"mylifeisover...Icanjustforget

aboutgraduating"

Quinton(laughing):"goodbyedreams"

Me(laughing):"helloorangejumpsuit"

Welaughingsohardrightnowbutwearein

deepshitweleavethecar,Quintoncallsanuber

causewetooscaredtogobackforthecar

Wenowintheuberwebothsatattheback

Me:"helloMrbusdriver"

Driver:"hello"

Quinton:"thisisnotabus?Isit?"

Webustoutlaughing

Driver:"whereto?"

Me:"Eish,pleasejusttakeushomeneh"



Driver:"okay,andwhereisthat?"

Quinton:"byourhouse...Durh"

Helooksatmeasifhe'saskingifisthedriver

"okay"

Ilaughathim

Driver:"pleasetellmethenameofthelocation"

Me:"byQuintonandLisa'splace"

Wekeeplookingateachotherandlaugh

Driver:"I'mgonnahavetoasky'alltoplease

jumpoffifyoucan'ttellmeyourlocation"

Quinton:"okayokaygeeznoneedtoberude

aboutit"

Me:"yeah..wepaidmoneykaloku"

Quinton:"youhave?"

Me:"youhaven't?"

heshrugshe'sshoulders



Welaughagain,shitalcoholmakesusdumb

QuintongivesthedriverthelocationintheGPS

sincewecan'tdirecthimhestartedthecarand

drove

Quinton:"soMrbusdriver,whatisitthatyou

do,likeforaliving?"

Me:"whatthefuck?Hedrivesanuberhello?"

Quinton:"ohyeah,okayfine,...sohowisitlike

beingadriver?"

Me:"thesamewayitslikewhenyoudrive

yourself"

Quinton:"mmhokaythatmustbepretty

awesomethen"

Me:"noteveryonespeedslikeyou"

Quinton:"doyouhaveagirlfriend?"

Me:"ofcausehedoes,lookathim,he'sa

charmer"



Quinton:"areyouthedrivernow?"

Me:"doIlooklikeadrivertoyou?"

Quinton:"younotsoshutupandletthedrivers

haveaconvohere"

Me:"Icandrivetooayibo"

Quinton:"sohaveyoueverbeeninjail?"

BeforeIcouldanswerQuintonputhishands

overmymouthblockingmefromtalking

Quinton:"sohaveyou"

Driver:"notthatIremember"

Quinton:"yousure,causeyoulooklikesomeone

whosebeenthere"

Itrytotalkbuthetightenshisgrinovermy

mouth

Hedoesn'tanswerImanagetoremovehis

handfrommymouth

Me:"ifyouhavepleasetellushowit'slike,we



mightbegoingtheresoon"

Driver:"what?"

Hesoundedshocked

Me:"don'tworrywehidourtracksthey'llnever

findit"

Quintonlooksatmeandsmiles

Quinton:"yeahImeanwedisposeditwhereno

onewilleverfindit"

Driver:"whatexactlydidy'alldo?"

Me:"wereallywouldliketotellyoubut..."

Quinton:"youcan'tlivetotellthetale"

Driver:"arey'allmurders?"

Icouldsensethefearinhisvoice

Me:"wechoosenottolabelourselves"

Quinton:"yeah..soyou'vebeentojailbefore?"

Driver:"errmyeah..butitwasforassault,Ionly



spentonenightinacellsoIwon'tsayI'vebeen

injail"

Me:"soyou'vebeentojailbut

Quinton:"notreallyintojailjail"

Hestopsthecarandwe'vereachedhome

Me(singing):""ThankyouMr.Busdriver,bus

driver,busdriver.ThankyouMr.Busdriverfor

thesaferide,causeyourfriendsaremyfriends,

andmyfriendsareyourfriends,thankyouMr.

Busdriverforthesaferide."

Driver:"pleasegetoutofmycar"

Hesoundedsacredandirritated

Quinton:"heeyyy,youwillnotgetmymoneyif

youdon'tbenice"

Driver:"youcankeepy'alldirtymoney"

Me:"notevenathankyouMrbusdriver?afterI

sangsobeautifully"



Quinton:"let'sgobabehedoesn'tdeserveit,he

shouldbearrestedfornothavingmanners"

wegotoff,hedroveoffinaspeedoflightening

Quinton:"lookslikesomeonewillbegoingback

tojailtonight,forrecklessdriving"

Weburstintolaughteraswemakeourway

inside,wecan'tevenkeepitdown,I'msurethe

driverwasirritatedbythemillionquestionswe

wereaskinghimwhichIwasansweringbythe

way

IjumponQuinton'sbackforapiggyridebutwe

bothfallflat

Me(laughing):"ooouuuch"

Quinton:"whatthehellwereyoutrying?"

Me:"IwantedyoutocarrymebedI'mtiredof

stumbling"

Welaughandhelpeachotherup,hepiggyride

metotheroombutheadstohisroominstead,



wefallonthebed

Quinton:"whatanight!"

Me:"wereallypaintedthecityred"

Quinton;"we'llbepaintingitorangeinjail

sometime"

Weburstoutlaughing

.

.

.
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LISA



Me:"daddy!!!"

Iranuptohimandhescoopsmeupandspins

mearoundinahug

Dad:"MyAngel...how'sdaddy'slittleprincess?"

Me:"good,how'sdaughter'sbigking?"

Dad:"Awesome!"

Me(whisper):"didyoubringmethesecret

diamondstoday?"

Dad(whisper):"todayIgotyoutwo"

Igaspinexcitement

Hehandsmetwosmallshinydiamonds



Dad:"whereareyouhidingtherest?"

Me(giggles):"Ican'ttellyouthatsilly,itsmy

secret"

Helaughs

Dad:"that'sagoodgirl,onceyouturntwenty

one,thenyoucantakethemokay"

Me:"Iknow,thenIcanbuythataeroplaneI

showedyou,remember"

Dad:"yesbaby,youcanbuyyourselfwhatever

youwant"

Me:"areyoustayingovertonight?"

Dad:"I'msorrymyprincess,nottoday,youknow

I'llseeyoulongeronDecemberright?

Me:"pleasedon'tgo,Imissyou"

Dad:"daddyhastoworkbaby"

Me(crying):"pleasedaddy,pleasedon'tgo!"

Dad:"mommywillbehere,I'llaskgramstobuy



yousomechipshuh?"

Hegotupandtookhisbriefcase,Iwrappedmy

littlebodyaroundhisleg

Me:"youjustgothere,please,don'tleaveplease

myking"

Hepicksmeuppecksmylipsandforehead

Dad:"daddylovesyou"

Heputmedownandhurriedout

IranafterhimbutstoppedasIrealiseIwasby

thegatewhichI'mnotallowedtoleave

Me(shouting):"comebackdaddy!

Please,dad!..daddy!..daddy!"

....

"Daddy"

IopenmyeyesIrealiseI'minbed,allsweaty,I

hateitwhenIgetthesedreams,itsbeenalong

timesinceIdreamtaboutmydad,Iwonder,my



dreamsusuallyhaveameaningsometimesI

dreamsomethingthatmighthappen,mygrams

saysitagift,Ihateitthough.

GoshmyheadisbuzzingIclosemyeyesasI

listentothehead,IquicklyopenthemagainasI

realisethatI'mnotinmybedIlookaroundand

I'minQuinton'sbed,Idon'trememberanything

fromlastnightafterweleftthepub,EishIcan't

remember,IlookatmyselfandI'mnakedatthe

top...holyfatherletitnotbewhatIthinkit

is,Quintonisbusysnoring,IclosemyeyesasI

slowlypullupthebalnket,Iopenoneeyeand

I'mbuttnaked

Me(panicking):"fucknonofuck"

IlifttheblanketagaintoseeQuintonandhe's

alsobuttnaked

Myheartaccelerates

Me:"whathavewedone?"

Ifeelmynunubutitfeelsfine,maybeQuinton



hasasmalldick?

Iliftuptheblanketagaintohaveapeakbuthe

makesasoundandstartsmoving,hemoves

closertomethenwrapshisarmsaroundme

thenthrowshislegsovermethenholdsme

closeashecontinuessnoringsoftly,he'sstillin

verydeepsleep,ohmy,Icanfeelit..onmythigh,I

needtogetoutofthispositionbeforeIloose

mysensesandstartimaginingthings

Ishakehim

Me:"Quinton.,....wakeup"

Hegroans

Me:"wakeupQ"

Heslowlyopenshe'seyeshelooksupatme

thenhesmiles

That'swhenIrealisemybreastsareexposedso

Icoverwithmyarm

Me:",heywhatyoulookingat?"



Quinton:"you...morning...Ouchmyhead"

Heuntangleshimselffrommeatlonglast!

Me:"doyourememberanythingfromlastnight?

"

Hekeepsquietforawhile..thenhelaughs

Me:"whathappened?Ineedtoknow"

Quinton:"youdon'tremember?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"canyoufirststartbyexplainingwhyarewe

buttnaked,onyourbed,together?"

Quinton:"damn,I'llneverforget...damngirl..you

freaky"

Myeyespopout...I'mfreaky?

Me:"ohno!Youmeanwe?..I?..like?"

Iwastalkingwithmyhands

Quinton:"itwasmagical"



Thiscan'tbe,whycan'tIremember

Me:"wedidit?"

Quinton:"wediditlikenooneelsehasever

doneit"

YohhowcanIbesocheap?I'mneverhaving

alcoholagainifitmakesmesoloose,andwith

myfriendofallpeople,Ihatemyself

Me:"ohmyGod,I'msoashamed,howwasI?I

meanlikeyouknow"

Quinton:"weweresotightgirl....youonecrazy

asswhenyoudrunk"

He'slaughing,whyishelaughing?Ifeeltears

threatening

Me;"Ican'tbelievethis"

Quinton:"metoo"

Us:"wehadsex\werobedashop"

Welookateachother



Me:"wait...what?"

Helooksatmeperplexed

Quinton:"sex?..whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"wait...Whatareyoutalkingabout!?"

Quinton:"I'mtalkingaboutwhathappenedlast

night"

Me:"werobedashop?"

Quinton:"yeah"

NowI'mconfused

Me:"sowedidn'thavesex?"

Quinton:"what..no..ofcausenot"

Me:"thenwhyarewenaked"

Helaughs

Quinton:"yousaidyouwerefeelinghotandyou

weresowastedsoyourshortsweretootight

onyousowhenIwashelpingyouundressthe

pantyslippeddownwiththeshorts,whileIwas



stillundressingyou,youwereundressing

me,youweresohornyyouaskedmetofuck

you,Iwasn'tgoingtothoughbecauseyouwere

toodrunkandIwouldn'ttakeadvantageofyou

likethat,bythetimewewerebothnakedyou

werefastasleepyoupassedoutandsoI

tuckedyouinandwesleptinnocently"

Ibreathout

Me:"phew...waityousawmynaked?"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"don'tworryitsnothingI'veneverseen"

Igaspthenpunchhimonhisshoulder

Me:"neveragain!"

Quinton:"wouldn'tbetonthatifIwereyou"

Me:"andwhatmakesyouthinkI'llallowyouto

seemenakedagain?"

Hegetsundertheblanketthencomesback

out,Iwasmovingmyhandsallovermybody



tryingtohidemynakedself

Quinton:"Ijustsawyounaked....again"

Me:"mxm"

Hegetsunderandout

Quinton:"andagain"

Hedoesitagain

Quinton:"andagain"

Me(laughing):"stopit"

Igrabthesheetandwalkawaywithitaround

me

"Lisa!"

Iturnbacktolookathim

Quinton:"pleasedon'tgo....pleasestayinbed

withme"

Me:"okaybutletmefirstgetdressed"

Quinton:"youdon'thaveto...Iwon'tpeepI



promise"

Iwalkbacktothebed

Me:"closeyoureyes"

Heputshishandsoverhiseyes.

Idropthesheetthenwearmypantyandhis

oversizedshirtthengoinsidethecovers

Me:"youcanopenthemnow"

Heremovesthem

Weslideinthecovershelaysonhisbackwhile

Ilaywithmysidefacinghim,suddenly

everythingcomesbacktome

Me:"OMGQuinton!Wearecriminals!"

Helooksatmeandrollhe'seyes

Quinton:"andyoujustnowfiguredthatout?"

Me:"dudethepoliceareprobablylookingfor

us...thatbagwasexpensive"

Quinton:"yeahyouright"



He'stoocalmformyliking

Me:"ohsoyouusedtothesethings"

Quinton:"no...butcomeonitwasjusta

bag,we'llmakebail"

Me:"butweranaway...we'llprobablyspendtwo

weeksorevenamonthbeforetheyallowus

bail,whichwewon'tevenafford,thenwe'llspend

moretime....ohgoshmygramsdoesn'thave

muchtimeleftandI'malreadydisappointing

her...I'msuch..

Hislipsareonmine,butitwasjustapeck

Me:"ohokay....whatwasthatabout?"

Quinton:"itwasabout,pleaseshutup....we

won'tgotojailIpromiseyou"

OnethingaboutQuintonhenevermakesempty

promiseshehardlypromisesbutwhenhe

does,hekeepstoit

Me:"yousosure,how?Istheresomethingyou



wanttotellme?"

Quinton:"I'mtooyoungandhandsometogoto

jail"

IlaughathisEgo,hisphonerings

Quinton:"hello?"

.....

Quinton(smiling):"ohheyEnhle,howareyou

beautiful?"

....

Quinton:"I'mokay"

...

Quinton:"Imissyoutoohlehle..."

...

Quinton(smirks):"mmmhisit?"

...

Quinton:"sowhatareyouwearing?"



....

Helaughs

Quinton:"that'sall?WowIcanjustimagine"

...

Quinton:"becarefulnow...Imightjustpopup

rightnow"

...

Quinton:"youtemptingmewoman"

Iclearmythroat

Quinton:"lookbaby,Ihavetogookay"

....

Quinton:"I'mgladyoudo"

Hedropsthecall

Me:"thatwasMinenhle?"

Henods

Quinton:"yeah,I'msorryIshould'vetookthecall



somewhereelse"

Me:"ayibowhy?Wehidingthingsfromeach

othernow?"

Quinton:"No..Ithoughtitwouldmakeyoufeel

uncomfortable"

Me:"allfriendswanttoheartheirfriendsona

phonecallwiththeirpartner,sothatyoucanfill

meuponthegossip,likeforstarters,howwas

thedate!?Wheredidyoutakeher?Whatdidy'all

talkabout,howisshe?"

Helaughs

Quinton:"damnwoman,onequestionata

time...wellshe'sa...

Myphoneringsinterruptinghim

Me:"sorryhavetotakethis"

Isitup

Me:"myfavouritemeemaintheworld"



Grams:"Lillymybaby..unjanikodwa?"(howare

you?),

Me:"I'mnotfinegrams,Ican'tstopthinking

aboutyou"

Grams:"ungazihlukumezimntamplease"(don't

tortureyourselfmychild)

Me:"nhliziyoyamibuhlungumakhulu"(myheart

ispainful)

Grams:"jongathere'ssomethingIwouldlikeyo

todoformebeforeIleavethisworld"

Me:"I'lldoanythingforyougrams,whateveryou

wish,itwillbemycommand"

Quintongetsupandsignalshe'sgoingtomake

food,Inod

Grams:"there'sawealthyfamilyfromP.E,Iused

toworkforthemasamaid,theyareavery

lovingandwarmfamily,theyarethe

Johnsons,theyhavetwodaughtersandone



sonwhowasschoolingoverseasbuthe's

comingbacktoSouthAfrica"

Isigh

Me:"okaythat'sallgoodandnice...butwhyyou

tellingmeallthis?"

Grams:"thesonneedstogetmarriedsothathe

cantakeoverthefamilybusiness"

Me:"ohwow,goodforhim,hopehefindsthe

luckygirl"

Grams:"theluckygirlisyouNana"

IlaughoutloudItendtoforgethowgrams

lovesjokingaround

Me:"ayimakhuluwenanalamahlaya

akho...ayikengokuyoooh"

(Ohgramsyouandyourjokes,seriouslynow)

Itgoesquietwaitshecan'tbeseriousrightnow

Me:"ohmyGod!Youserious?"



Grams:"yeslisa,thisismylastwish,Idon't

wanttoleaveyouinthispoverty,Iwanttoleave

youwhereIknowyou'llbewelltakencareof,I

knowthatfamilytheyhavehelpedusalot

duringtheyearsI'vebeenworkingforthem,I

alsowouldlovetoseeyouinthatbeautiful

dresslookingliketheangelyouare,Iwanttoat

leastexperiencethat,pleasedothisforme"

Ikeepquiet,Ican'tbelievegramswantsto

marrymeoff,I'mtooyoungformarriage,I

haven'teventurned18yet,Ineverdreamtof

gettingmarriedIalwayswantedtobean

independentwomannowshe'sruiningmyplan

Me:"kodwamakhulu...I'mtooyoungfor

marriage,whatifIcan'thandleit?"

Grams:"youcan,Iraisedyouwell,Idon'tlike

choosingyouapersontomarry,Ialways

wantedyoutomarrythepersonyoulove,but

nowthesituation,Ican'tleaveyoulikethisbaby"



ComeonLisathink...youcan'tdothisbutyou

alsocan'tnotfulfillherlastwish

Me:"uhm...whatifthere'salreadysomeonein

mylifethatIlove?"

Grams:"baby,atthismomentitsnotaboutlove"

Me:"butwhatifItellyouthathe'sfilthyrich?....I

lovehimmakhuluandhe'sloadedwhichisa

bonus,pleasedon'tmakemedothistohim"

Shesighs

Grams:"howlonghavey'allbeentogether?"

Me:"uhmitsbeenelevenmonthsnowwe

almostfinishingayear"

Grams:"okay...Iwanttomeetthisguy"

Shit!

Me:"uhmmeethim?Why?"

Grams:"causeIwanttoseethemanLisaand

haveafewwordswithhim"



OhGod..whyme?

Me:"uhmohokayke...whendoyouwantto

meethim?"

Grams:"I'mcomingnextweekend"

Sosoon!

Me:"yohmakhulu,butI'llbebusynjenext

weekendand...

Grams:"noexcuses,itsthatorItalktothe

Johnsonsabouttheoffertheygaveme"

Me:"Nono,noneedforthat,nextweekendis

perfect!"

Grams:"good...Nana,I'msosorryaboutthisbut

Iloveyoutoomuchtoleaveyoualone,and

there'snohopeforyourmother,Iwantyoutobe

welltakencareof"

Me:",it'sokaygramsIunderstand,I'llseeyou

nextweekendthen"

Grams:"IloveyouNana"



Me'"Iloveyoutoomeema"

Idropthecall,myheartsinks

WheretheworldamIgoingtofindafilthyrich

maninfivedays?Amanwhowillwannamarry

meandtellgramswe'vebeentogetherfor

almostayear,IknowI'mbeautiful,butrightnow

Ineedamirical

Me:"Godpleaseshowmetheway,whatdoIdo

now?"

"Brunchisserved"

Hecomesinwithatreyoffood,eggssliced

tomatoesandtoastwithgratedcheeseoverthe

egg,Ilovedoingthat

Me:"wowlooksdelicious"

Quinton:"tastesevenbetter"

Heputsmyplateonmylapthengetsinside

Me:"younoteating?"



Quinton:"we'lleattogether"

Me(smirk):"youlazytowashthedishes?"

Helaughs

Quinton:"youcaughtme"

Hesaysashefeedsmeegg

Quinton:"whyyoufrowning,doesn'ttaste

good?"

IsmileIdidn'tevenrealiseIwasfrowning

Me:"itsgoodverygood"

Hemovestheplateandputsitonthetable

beside

Quinton:"what'swrong?"

Goshthisguyseesrightthroughme

Me:"I'mfineQreally"

Quinton:"hey,yourgrannyisanamazingwoman,

she'sdefinitelygoingtoabetterplace,Iknowit

willtaketimeforyoutoacceptthatshe's



leavingyousoon,butShe'llalwaysbewithyou

andfromwhatI'velearnedisthat,Peoplewho

arespiritscantakecareandprotectyouway

betterthanwhentheywerealive,you'llget

throughthislilly,we'llgetthroughit

together....okay?"

Inodandwipemytears

Me:"whichevergirlwillmarryyouonedaywillbe

oneluckygirl"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"wellIwouldn'targuewiththat"

Herubshissmallmustache

Me:"Egomuch"

Hegivesmebackthefoodandweeat

Quinton:"canyoucamewithmetothehospital

later?"

Me:"ofcause"



Quinton:"thanks"

Hekissesmycheek

Ineedaplanandfast...yonelaisgoodatthese

kindofthings,Ican'tmarrysomeoneIdon't

know,...goshneverthoughtI'dsaythisbutI

NEEDAMAN!

.

.

.
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LISA

Yonela:"shewantsyoutowhat!?"

Me:"yeap,andIonlyhaveonemoredayuntilshe

comes,ifIdon'tgetamantoday,Imightget

marriedtosomeoneIdon'tknow....buthey

what'sthedifference,ifIdogetamantoday,it

willbejustthesame,causeIwon'tknow

him...aaarrrgghhmylifeisdoomed!"

Yonela:"okayletmethink"

*silence*



*20minuteslater*

Yonela:"Igotit!"

Shesaysasshejumpsup

Me:"Igotittoo....whydon'tyouwearadisguise

yourselfasaman,thenwegetmarried..You

alreadyknoweverythingaboutmesothat'sa

bonus....ohmy!I'msuchagenius"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Yonela:"foranintelligentgirlwhopasseswith

distinctions.....Youcanbesodumb"

That'swhenIrealisemyplanissowack

Me:"Eishthatiskindalamehey"

Yonela:"nothatisthedumbestthingI'veever

heard"

Welaugh

Me:"sowhatwasyourbrilliantplanMissknowit

all?"



Yonela:"weeelll....youdoknowthatyoulivewith

aguy"

Me:"Eishyah,hehastogotoBrandon'sbefore

gramscomes"

Shelooksatmedefeated

Me:"whyyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Yonela:"youarethemostcluelesspersonI

know...dude...Quintonisamale"

Me(confused):"yeahofcauseheis...hehasa

dicktoo..let'sstatetheobvious...Whatareyou

onabout?"

Yonela:"GoshdoIreallyhavetospellitout?"

Me:"spellwhatout"

Yonela:"sinceyoualreadylivingwith

Quinton...whydon'tyoujustaskhimtobeyour

boyfriendfortheweekend"

Myeyeswiden



Me:"youmeanlike,hemustbemypretend

boyfriend?"

Shenods,wesmileateachother

Me:"NoWay!NotQuinton"

Yonela:"whynot,Imeany'allalreadysoclosehe

knowsquitemuchaboutyouthananyguy,and

he'scutewhichisabonus"

Me:"yeah,butdudethisisQuinton..Andhehas

agirlfriend...ofwhichhe'sbeendatingfor

almostawholeweeknow....anditlookslikehe

reallylikesher"

Yonela:"So?....youonlyaskinghimtopretend,

itsnotlikeyou'llhavetomarryhimforrealor

anythinglikethat"

Me:......

Me:"Idon'tknow..."

Yonela:"doyouhaveanotherbrilliantidea?

CausethewayIseeit,youdon'thaveamuchof



achoice,Iknowyouhotfriendbuttrustmeyou

can'tfindaperfectguyintwodays...soatleast

Quintonwillpretendforyou,youknowhowhe'd

doanythingforyouthatone..whichmakesme

wonderwhyarey'allstalling,whycan'ty'alljust

beacouplealready"

SuddenlyIremembersomething

Me:"anything!Ofcause,he'ddoanythingthat's

everything!"

Yonela:"o-kayyoubeingweirdagain"

Me:"heowesme,hepromisedandIhaveproof"

Yonela:"IknowI'mageniusnoneedtopraise

andthankmeforthegreatideabytheway"

IlaughasIgetupandmakeherstandthenI

pickherupwithherlegswrappedaroundmy

waistandspinher

Me:"thankyouthankyou!Youarethegreatest,I

loveyou!"



ShegigglesthenIputherdown

Me:"damngirl,youheavydidyougain"

Ispankherassshejumps

Yonela:"youhavetostopwithyourgay

tendencies,I'mstraight"

Me:"comeon,wecould'vemadeagreatcouple

ifwehadwentwithmyplan"

Yonela:"ohpleaseyourgramsisnotstupid,she

wouldnoticebeforeIevengetinsidethatdoor"

Me(laughing):"yeahyouright,Idon'tknowwhat

Iwasthinking...IknewIcouldcountonyou,I

justwishIhadtoldyouearlier"

Yonela:"nexttime"

Me:"yeahnexttimeIhaveguyissues...youthe

man"

Yonela:"notonlyguyissues

hawu....(unsure).alsowithsomebooksand

stuff"



Me:"youmeanoutfitsmakeupandstuff"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"letmegetgoing...Theweatherlookslike

itsgonnarain"

Yonela:"yeahthewayitsgettingdarkitmight

evenstorm"

Myheartskipsabeat

Me:"ohDearGodIhopenot"

Yonela:"whenwillyougetoveryourfearof

storms?"

Me:"Never....Ihavetogetgoing,letmecallan

uber...Eishcanyouborrowmeafewbucks?"

Yonela:"yeahofcause"

ShegetupandgoestoherroomwhileIcallan

uber,shegetbackandgivesmeR50

Me:"thanks,I'llpayyouback"

Yonela:"ohpleasethere'snoneedforthat"



Me:"thankyou"

Yonela:"therainwillcatchupwithyouofyou

justgoingtostandherethankingmethewhole

evening"

Ihateborrowinganythingespecially

money,that'swhyI'llpayherback,Ialwaysdo

evenifsheinsistsIdon't,Iwouldsneakitinher

bagwhenshe'snotlookingbutshealwaysfind

out

Me:"okayokay,ungadeundigxothe(noneedto

kickmeout)

WehugandImakemywayout,theuberget

hereinnotimeandtakesmehome,therain

poursassoonasI'mbythegate,Irunquicklyto

thehouse,Ilockthedoor,I'msoakingwet

already,Itakeoffmyshoes,leavethembythe

doorthenmakemywayin,IfindtheTVplaying

butnooneiswatchingmaybehe'sinhisroom,I

gotothebathroomItakeoffthewetclothes



andhangthembythehandleabovethetub

wherewehangtowels,Itakeanicewarmbath,I

getoutandwipemybody,thedooropensand

Quintonbudgesin,Ihalfscream

Quinton:"Shit..sorry"

Hegetsoutandclosesthedoor,Iwasjust

coveringmyprivatepartwithmy

hands,immediatelyafterhegetsoutIwrapa

towelaroundmethenbrushmyteethbefore

headingouttomyroom,Ibumpontohimagain

Me:"dude,youeverywhere"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"sorry..OhI'msorryaboutthatI

should'veknocked"

Me:"thatokay....itsnothingyou'veneverseen

right?"

Welaugh

Quinton:"yousaidit"



Me...

Quinton:"Iwasabouttowatchahorrormovie"

Me:"ohyeah?Whichone?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknow,Ihaveplenty,we'llseethe

scariest"

Me:"wannahavenightmaresIsee"

Quinton:"I'mnobaby"

Me:"mmh"

IwalktomyroomandwearmyshortPJsItake

athroeblanketandheadtothelounge,he

connectshislaptoptotheTVandputsamovie

Quinton:"getreadyforsomehorror....Letme

switchoffthelights"

Me:"ohno,I'mscaredalready"

Heswitchesoffthelightsandthemoviestarts,I

sitatoneendofthecouchwhilehesitsatthe

other



Quinton:"Ialsowantablanky"

hegetsclosertome

Me:"Nonodon'tgothere...wowshe'ssostupid"

Quinton:"whoaIreallythoughthewasgoingto

bethelastmanstanding"

...,..

"Aaahh!"

IhidemyselfundertheblanketwhenIhearhim

laughatme

Quinton:"itsovernow"

Icomeoutandthemoviewasfinished

Me:"thatwastheending?....afterallofthat

surviving,shediesattheend..whatashame"

Quinton:"thatwassomescaryshit"

Me:"tellmeaboutit"

Hepackshislaptop



Quinton:"goodnightI'mofftobed"

I'msonervoustoaskhimthis...Ineedtoask

himtoday

Me:"goodnight"

Hewalksaway,EishIcouldn'tdoit,I'mscaredhe

mightsayno

Igotomyroomandjustlayunderthecoversas

theraingetsstrongerandthelighteningstarts

Me:"ohno,pleaseletitnotthunder,pleaseGod"

I'mshitscaredofstorms,everytimeitstormedI

usedtorunandsleepwithgramsandwe'd

cuddleasshetellsmeinsomi(tales)..

lastyearsinceIwasaloneI'donallthelightcurl

myselfonthecouchclosemyearsandhuma

song,butI'dendupcrying

*DOOODODODOOOO!!"

Ijumptomyfeet,thatwasaloudone,tomake

thingsworsethescarymoviewewatchedhada



lotofthunderstorms

*DOOOO!DOOO!"

MyheartstartsbeatingfastIruntohisroom

andjumponhisbed

Me:"Quinton!Quinton"

Ishakehimandhequicklysitsonhisbuttwith

hiseyeswideopen

Him:"huh?Huh?...what'shappening?"

Hetouchesmeallovermyface

Him(concerned):"areyouokay?What's

wrong?"

Me:"I'm....

*DOOOODOOODODO!!*

Igetunderhiscoversandburymyselfintohis

armsheholdsmeback

Quinton:"itsokay,itsjustastorm"

Me:"I'mscared....



Thethundergetslouderandthelightening

brighter

Me:"pleasejustholdme"

Helaysmeonhischestandholdsmetighter

makingmefeelevensafer

Westaylikethatuntilthestormsettlesafteran

hourorso

Quinton:"itsovernow"

Isigh

Me:"yeah,finally"

Itrygetoffhisgripbutitsstilltight

Me:"I'llgobacktobednow"

Quinton:"butI'mfeelingwaywarmernow,you

doingawaybetterjobthanthis

blanket....pleasestayjustuntilIfallalseep?"

Me:"okay"

*silence*



Wellthisisrathertoocomfortable,our

breathingisthesameanditsgettinglouderby

theminute,Idon'tthinkIcanfallasleep,he's

drawingcircleswithhisfingersonmyback

underneathmyshirt,he'sshirtlessandhis

muscularbodyagainstmine,I'mstartingtofeel

sometypaway

Me:"Quinton?"

Him:"Youalsocan'tsleep?"

Ichuckle

Me:"yeap"

Imovefromhischestanlayonthepillowhe

turnsandfacesmewithhisarmsstillaround

me

Me:"doyoustillrememberthattimeyousaidifI

drinkshotswithyou,you'lldoanythingI

want....anythingthat'severything?"

Hedaresdenyit,IhaveproofI'msofeelingmy



lawyervibesrightnow

Quinton:"ohboiwhatdidIgetmyselfinto,I

thoughtyou'dgetdrunkandforgetallabout

that"

Me:"hahaha,wellyourbad,causeIneeda

favour.....Ahugeone"

Quinton:"ohno,I'mnowmorescaredthanIwas

whenthatgirlwaseatenbyherzombiefriends"

Ilaugh

Me:"so?Willyoudoit?"

Quinton:"whatisitfirst?"

Me:"no!matterwhatitis,youhavetodoitcause

youpromisedme....remember?OrshouldIgo

takemyphone?"

Quinton:"okayfine...justspititoutalready"

Isigh

Me:"willyoubemyboyfriend?Andwillyou



marryme?"

Hiseyespooout

Quinton:"Saywhat?"

.

.
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LISA

Me:"willyou?"

Quinton:"whoa,Down,girl!"

Quinton:"Iknowyouhaveamajorcrushonme,

butheywhat'stherush?"

Me:"ohpleaseyouwishIhadacrushonyou"

Quinton:"Iwish?Let'sjustrephase....'willyoube

myboyfriendandwillyoumarryme?'.....mmh



yourightyoudon'thaveacrushonme...Girlyou

obsessed"

Ilaugh,Igetoutofhisgripandsitonmybutt

Me:"Imeanlikejustfortheweekend,threedays

andtwonights?"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"Twonightshuh?....solikeyouthe

kindagirlwhobelievesinmarriagebefore

sex?...andsinceyouneedsomesexualhealing

youwantmetomarryyoufirst?...damn,IknowI

saidanythingthat'severythingbutthisis....alil

extreme?"

OhGod,Lisa,youforgottoexplainyourself..gee

yonelawasrightIamcluelesswhenitcomesto

thesethings

Me:"Noman!Idon'tneedsexualhealing,andI

mostdefinitelydon'twantwanttomarry

you...ever!"



Quinton:"okayfirstofallyoureallydoneedto

getlaid....secondofall,ouchyoudidn'tneedto

addthe'ever'geezIhaveaheartyouknow,and

neversayneverevercauseyoudon'tknowwhat

thefutureholds"

Hegazesdeepintomyeyes,abitofsilencefills

theroomforasplitsecond

Me:"firstofall,Idon'tneedtogetlaidI'm

perfectlyfine"

Quinton(mummers):"yeahright"

Me:"secondlyIheardthat.....thirdlyIdoknow

whatthefutureholdsanditsnotmemarriedto

youoranyone..andlastlymygramsarranged

marriageforme"

Hewalksoutofthebedtowardthedoorand

switchesonthelightthencomesbacktobed

lookingatmeattentively

Quinton:"shecan'tdothat...Imean,youshould

marryapersonyoulove,notastranger"



Me:"yeah,butthisisherlastwish,soIcan'tlet

myselfmarrysomeoneIdon'tknowjust

becauseofmoney"

Quinton:"money?"

Isigh

Me:"yeahmygramsdoesn'twannadieknowing

thatI'mstilllivinginpoverty,shewantsmetobe

welltakencareof,anditturnsoutthatawealthy

familysheusedtoworkforbackinherdays

hasasonwhoneedawifetotakeoverfamily

business,arghrichpeopleandtheirstupid

normsIhatethem,anywaytheyofferedgrams

thisdealwithme"

Quinton:"......

Quinton:"that's...soabsurdandsadatthesame

time...soifImayask?Whydidyouaskmeto

marryyouifyousupposedtomarrysomeone

else?"

Itakeadeepbreathe



Me:"Itoldgramsthat,Ialreadyhaveaboyfriend

whichI'minaveryseriousrelationshipwithfor

almostayearnow,andhe'sfilthyrich"

Quinton(smirks):"andI'mthathandsome

boyfriend?Who'splanningonmarryingyouand

fulfillyougramswish?"

Me:"didn'tsayanythingabouthandsome...but

yeahwhatevermakesyousleepatnight"

Welaugh,Igetoutofthebedthenpullhimto

standupasIstandinfrontofhim

Quinton:"what'sgoingon?"

Me:"Iwanttoaskyouproperly"

Igetdownononeknee

Quinton(girlyvoice):"OMGeee"

Iburstintolaughterbeforegettingserious

again

Me:"QuintonAmbroseO'Brien...wouldyou

makemethehappiestwomanintheworldand



bemypretendboyfriendwillingtomarryme

soon?"

Heholdshischestandgaspsdramatically,he

nodshisheadcontinuously

Quinton:"Ohmy!Ialwaysknewthisdaywould

come...butIdidn'tthinkitwouldbethis

soon(sniffs)"

Me:"isthatayes?"

Quinton:"Yes..YesIwill!"

Hehelpsmestandashegrabsmylegspicking

meupandspinningmearoundmakingme

laughmygutsout

Me(laughing):"okayokay!!Putmedown!"

Iwasgettingdizzy,hestopsandhewas

stumblingsinceheisdizzytoo

Quinton:"whooaawhoa!"

Me:"don'tdropme"



Hestumblestothebedandfallsonhisback

withmeontopofhim

IstoplaughingassoonasIrealiseIwasnow

laughingalonecausehisstarringatmewitha

happysmileonhisface,Ismilebackthenget

offhimbutheholdsmetighter

Me(heavybreathing):"Quinton..."

Thatcomesoutasawhisper

Quinton:"I'msorry"

Helosseshisgrip

Igetupquicklyandsitonmybuttandsodoes

he

Me:"soreadytolearnhowtobemylongterm

boyfriend?"

Quinton:"IthinkIknowhowtodothat"

Me:"No...noyoudon't,I'veseenyourrelations

withothergirlsandtrustmethat'snothowmy

boyfriendshouldbe...andwegonnaneedto



comeupwithaprettygoodstoryofhowwe

metandallthatthenI'mgonnafillyouupon

someofthehistoryaboutmyselfandsodoyou

aboutyourself"

Quinton:"damn..doweneedtodothisnow?"

Me:"Yes!TomorrowisFridayandmygramsis

coming"

Icheckthetime

Me:"actuallytodayistheday,solookslikewe

notsleepingmister"

Hegroans

Quinton:"didIreallymakethatpromise?"

Igivehimthat"don'tstartwithme"look

Quinton:"arghfine,whatdoyouwannaknow?"

Iplaywithhischeeks

Me:"cheerupnow,itsonlyforafewdays"

Hesmiles



Quinton:"wellthenwebettermakeupthemost

inlovecouple,yourgrandmahaseverseen"

Ismileandbitemybottomlip

Quinton(smirks,):"ohyoulikethat?"

IputbackmystraightfaceasIrealisewhatI

justdid

Me:"No...now,comewe'llstartbymovingmy

thingstoyourroom"

Ijumponmyfeetandpullhimhelazilygetsup

huffingandgroaning

Quinton:"mypoorsleep....I'msogonnagetyou

forthis"

Me:"youcanstartbymovingthattableover

there"

Quinton:"mxxxxm"

Ilaughathisgrumpyself,OhdearGodIhope

everythinggoessmoothly



.
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LISA



Me:"soafterthatdaywhenmydadboughttwo

diamonds,itwasthelasttimeheBoughtthem,I

didn'tknowtheywererealatthattime,hecame

backininDecemberasusual,lookingrathera

bitstressed..*Atearfallbreaksoutmyeye*......

I'msorry,thatwastheworstdayofmylife,it

wasthedaymyfatherwasshottodeathin

frontofme,whenmygramstoldmehepassed

awayitwasthemosthorribleandhorrificthing

I'veeverwentthrough"

Quinton:"doesanyoneknowthemanwhokilled

yourdad?"

Me:"yeah,butonlymymomsawhim,shewas

theretoowhentheyshothim,turnsoutmom



hasoncemethim,sincemydadusedtowork

forhim"

Heholdmyhandandwipesmytear

Quinton:"I'msosorryforyourgreatloss,Ifeel

yourpain,loosingsomeonewhoplayedabig

partinyourlifeisnoteasytohandle...our

storiesaretotallyopposite,youseemy

dad..(pauses)..

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"(sighs)..nothing...It'sjustIdon'tlike

talkingabouthim..I'mnotproudtocallhimmy

father"

Inoticethehurtinhisgreyeyes,Icanneverget

usedtohowhiseyeschangecolourthat'swhyI

callthemrainboweyes

Me:"youdon'thavetotalkaboutit,Imeanwe

alreadycoveredhalfofthethingsIneedto



knowaboutyou"

Quinton:"myfatherwasawickedman"

Hesayswithabreakingvoicefilledwithpain

Quinton:"he..hewasinvolvedinshady

businesses,hewasrespectedcauseheowned

allthesebusinessesofhis,Ineverknewwhat

myfatherdoesforalivingexactlyuntilone

time(pauses)..

Me:"youreallydon'thaveto...

Quinton:"untilonedayonmysixteenthbirthday,

hesaidhehasasurpriseforme,itwasmy

birthdaysoheeyyIwasexcited,that'swhenhe

tookmetosomewarehouseinthemiddleof

nowhere,Iaskedhimwhyishebringingme

here,hetoldmehe'scomingtoteachmehowto

beaman,wegotinthereandtherewerethree

mentiedup,menwhohadbetrayedhim,heshot

oneonthehead,andtoldmethat'showaman

dealswithpeoplewhodoublecrosshim,then



he..Hegavemethegun...hetoldmetoshoot

them...Iwassofrightened,shockedand

scared,lookingattheotherguyjustlayingthere

inapoolofbloodwastorture...Ipeedmypants

thatday,Ipointedthegunattheotheronhis

head,hewaspleadingmetonotdoit,hesaidhe

haskids,butmydadtoldmetoneverlistento

anenemy'sexcuse"

Oneteardropescapedhiseyefollowedby

another,Icameclosertohimandwipethem

withmythumb

Me:"didyoudoit?"

Quinton:"Icouldn't....but..."

Myphoneringsinterruptinghim

Me:"ohno,itsgrams"

Hiseyespopout

Quinton:"shit!"

Istandupandanswerthecall



Me:"makhulu,...unjani?"(grandma,howareyou?)

Grams:"ndisetexini,okanyendzobalapholate

ngabotenkuyakuleven,yohkukudeegoli

marn"(I'minthetaxi,I'llarrivetherevery

late,probablyaroundtentoeleven,Jo'burgisfar

hey!)

Ilaugh

Me:"Eishyahsorrygrams,I'llgiveyouanice

massagewhenyougethere"

Grams:"I'llholdyoutothat,ukhona

umkhwenyana?"(isthehubbythere?)

Me:"comeongramswenotevenengaged"

Ilookathimandhehasadevilishsmileonhim

face,Irollmyeyesathim

Grams:"thenIbetterhaveawordwithhim"

Me:"ayinawemah...pleaseswitchoffyour

phonenow,soyoucansavebatterysothatyou

willcalluswhenthetaxidropsyouoff"



Grams:"unyanisileyaz(youright)..Iforgethow

smartyouare"

Me:"Iloveyougrams,safetripokay"

Grams:"Iloveyoutoo,thankyou"

Idropthecall

IturnbacktoQuinton

Me:"okay,youstillremembereverythingwe

talkedaboutright?"

Quinton:"Eish...Ithinkso"

Ihithischest

Me:"No..don'tdothat"

Helaughsatme

Quinton:"hey,doyoublameme?Iwassleepy

throughoutthewholeplanning"

Me:"let'sjustrephrase.....wemetinuniversity,

youwerecomingformotivationalspeaking,you

wereaskingquestionstousstudentsandweall



hadourhandsuptoanswerbutyoureyes

landedonme,Iansweredsmartlyandthat's

whenyourealizedhowbeautifulIamand

smart..

Quinton:"Iinstantlyfellinlovewithyou...from

theveryfirstmomentIlaidmyeyesonyou"

Welookateachother

Me:"youdid?"

Helaughs

Quinton:"yeah..isn'tthatpartofthestory?"

Me:"oohhyeahofcause..that..Yeah"

ForamomentthereIthoughtmaybehe....argh

nevermind

Me:"remember,thereasonwestayinthissmall

apartment,IwillexplainthattohercauseIknow

shewillask....okaysowhatelsearewe

forgetting?OhnoIhopewenotforgetting

anything,okayourroomissortedgramswill



sleepinmyroom"

Quinton:"youmeanourspareroom"

Me:"yeah,andanduhmohyouknowyougonna

havetopretendlikeyougoingtoworkinthe

morningsright?Andcomebackintheevening"

Helooksatmefrowned

Quinton:"andwhatexactlywillIbereallydoing

thewholedamnday?"

Ilaughathim

Me:"Idon'tknow,youabigboyyou'llfigureit

out,youcangohangoutwithBrandonor

something,orevenbettervisitminenhle"

Quinton:"wow,myowngirlfriendtellingmeto

spendtimewithmysidechick"

Me:"yeahI'macoolgirlfriend"

Helaughs

Me:"justremembertherulesaboutthat,no



textingorcallingherwhenyouinthehouse,my

gramsisveryobservantshewillknowifyou

cheatingonme"

Quinton:"gotit..nocheatingindoors"

Helaughs,I'msonervous,I'veneverdone

anythinglikethisinmylife

Ifeelhimrubmyarm

Quinton:"chilaxwouldyou...everythingwillwork

outgreat,Imeanitsonlytwodays,we'll

definitelypullitoff"

Itakeadeepbreathe

Me:"youright,itsjustgrowingupIwasnever

rebellious,Iwastheperfectgranddaughterand

daughter,excelledinschool,wontrophiesgot

distinctions,lovedreading....I'mnotsayingI

haven'tdonemistakesandthingsthatwould

disappointgramsifshefoundout,butthis,I

thinkthisistheworstlieIhaveevermade"



Quinton:"Iunderstand,butyoudoingthisfor

thegood,don'tworrywithyourlawstudent

knowledgethislieshallbesuccessful"

Hesaysinanmotivationaltonemakingme

laugh

Me:"ofcauselet'sjokeaboutit"

Quinton:"Iwon'tdisappointyou,sweetheart"

Me:"sweetheart?"

Quinton:"betterstartcallingyoupetnames

fromnowon"

Me:"mmhyoukindagettinggoodatthis,honey"

Welaugh,IhaveclassestodaybutI'mnot

attendingI'mtootired,bythewayQuintonis

doinghismastersinAerospaceengineering,I

knowright,he'sverysmart,butyouwouldn't

tell,hedoesn'tlookfocusedatallandhe'stoo

cutetobesmart....Imeanthat'swhatothergirls

mightthink



Quinton:"let'stakealongnapwhilewe

wait,causeI'mtootiredtoattendanything

today"

Me:"youright*yawning*..let'sgo"

WeheadtotheroombutIturntogoinmy

room

Quinton:"wheredoyouthinkyougoingmylove?

Ourbedroomisthatway"

Me:"comeon,gramsisnothereyet"

Itsstillteninthemorning

Heraiseshiseyebrows

Quinton:"youshouldconvinceyourselfbefore

youcanconvinceyourgrams,so,'pretend

girlfriendboyfriendmode'startsnow"

Igroan

Me:"aarghfine"

Wesleepontopofthecoversanddozeoff



immediately

****

I'mwokenupbymyphoneringing,Igrabitwith

myeyesstillclosed

Me(sleepytone):"low"

"Ulaleleniemininkazinyana!"(Whyyousleeping

duringthedayyounglady?)

IlazilysitupasIcheckthetimeitslateactually

itshalfpastnine

Me:"Grams,kusebsukunje,sowufikile?"(itslate

atnight,haveyouarrived?)

Grams:"yesyoucancomepickmeup,thetaxiis

almostthere,Ihopeyouprepareddinnercause

I'mstarving"

Me:"yesgrams,I'mgettingreadytocomepick

youupnow..don'tworrydinnerislongready"

Grams:"okaythenbye"



Me:"bye"

Shit!Itotallyforgotaboutdinner,Ishake

Quinton

Me:"Quinton,wakeup!"

Quinton:"mmh"

Hegoesquietafterthat

Me:"arghQuintonwakeupdammit!"

Quinton:"yohayingekeyousoirritatingyaz"

Hegetsupallfrustrated,Iloveitwhenhe

speaksZuluorwhenhemixesitwithEnglish,it

givesmegoosebumpsandbutterflies,Idon't

knowwhymaybeitscausehedoesn'tspeakit

muchbutwhenhedoeshespeaksitsofluently

Me:"Gramsneedstobefetched..andshe's

hungryIforgottopreparesupper,weoverslept"

Hegetsoffthebedandlooksforsomethingto

wear



Quinton:"calmdownwe'llordersomething,I

knowaplacewheretheyserveAfricanhome

madedishes,you'lljustputitinthepotsand

'pretend'youcooked"

Helaughs,Inoticedhowheemphasizedthe

"pretend"inthatstatement

Me:"ha-ha-hasonotfunny"

Hegivesmetheirnumberandweorderinthey

comeafterfifteenminutes,

Iseteverythingup,weevenclearedthedinner

tablewhichwewereusingasastudytablejust

sowemaketheplacelookabitfancy

Quinton:"let'sgoLisa,yourgramsisprobably

alreadythereandyouknowhowtherankisso

dangerous"

Me:"yeahyeah,letmejust....okayI'mdone...let's

go"

Weheadouttofetchgramsshecallsmejust



assoonaswearrive

Grams:"thetaxijustdroppedmeoff,whereare

you"

IlookaroundthenIspother

Me:"Iseeyou..I'llberightthere"

IhangupandruntowardsherleavingQuinton

inthecar

Me(excitedly):"Makhulu!"

Sheseesmeandwalkstowardsme,Iattackher

withahugassoonasIreachher,westayinthat

positionforawhile,Ifeelmyeyesburningupso

Ilethergo

Grams:"ndakukhumbulakemnasisi"(Imissed

you)

Me:"ukhumbulwendimnontombi"(Imissedyou

toogirl)

Welaughandwalktothecar



Grams:"uzenomkhwenyana?"(Youcamewith

hubby?)

Ifakealaugh

Me:"yeap"

WegettothecarIputherthingsinthe

boot,thesearewaytoomanythingsforjusttwo

days?Arghmaybeshedidn'twanttohave

limitedoptions?

Quintongetsoutofthecarandtheyhugand

sharegreetings

Iopenthedoorforhertositinthefrontbutshe

insistsonsittingatthebacksoIalsogetatthe

back

Quinton:"baby,please,youknowIdon'tlike

sittingbymyselfinthefront"

Greatreallynow?Mygramssmilesatmeand

winks,Igigglethengositatthefront

Quinton:"muchbetterbabe"



Heholdsmyhand,wedrivebackhomewhile

makingrandomconversationshereandthere.

Ishowgramstotheroomwhereshe'llbe

sleeping,shewasnowtakingabath.

IwasnowpreparingthetablewithQuinton

helpingme,suddenlyIcansensehe'snervous

causethespoonshe'sholdingareshakingabit.

Iwalkuptohim

Me:"don'tworry,Icansenseshealreadylikes

you,Imeanshehuggedyouinsteadofgiving

youahandshake,that'sagoodstart"

Helooksatmeunsure

Quinton:"youthinkso?"

Me:"Iknowso..you'lldogreat,I'msureGrams

won'tgohardonyou"

Quinton:"Ihopeso"

Helooksmeintheeyesandwesmileateach

other



"Nizolibalakukncumelanaengathi

niyaqalana...khankenibenindiphakela

kemna,ndibendisidlaniphindekenincumelane

emvakoko"(y'allbusysmilingateachotherasif

itsthefirsttimey'allseeingeachother..Dishup

formeinthemeantimetheny'allcangobackto

smilingateachother)

WelaughasIdishforeveryone,gramsinsists

wesaygracebeforeeating

Grams:"mmh..YoucookedverynicelyNana,ifI

knew,youhavingamanisallittakesforyouto

cookthisgood,Iwould'velongallowedyouto

date..thisisafirst"

Mymouthiswideopenfromshock,shejust

insultedmycooking?

Quintonlaughs

Quinton:"actually,itsthefirsttimeI'mtasting

suchdeliciousness,Ithinkshetriedanew

recipe,righthoney?"



Isquirtmyeyebrowsathim

Me:"well...I..youknowwhatIwon'teven

entertainy'allrightnow"

Theylaughatme,GramshasmetQuintonfor

what?2secondsandtheyalreadygangingup

onme

Grams:"so...tellme,haveyoutwohadsex?"

Ichokeonmyjuice,likereallychoke,I'm

coughingnonstopQuintonrubsmybacktrying

tohelpme,hemakesmedrinkwaterandIfeela

bitbetter

Quinton:"youokay?"

Inod

Outofallquestionsgrams.Wowthisisgoingto

bealongnight

Grams:"sohavey'all?"

somebodyshootmenow



.

.

.
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Me:"Makhulu!"(Grams!)

Grams:"what?Itsasimplequestionthatneeds

asimpleansweryesorno?"

Him&I:"NO"

Grams:"Idon'tbelievey'all,ngekeyoumeanyou

twohavebeendatingforalmostayear,living

togetherandy'allhaven'thadsex?Inthis

twentyfirstcenturytime,inJo'burg,witharich

man?Niyaxoka"(y'alllying)

Me:"yohcomeongrams,youwantedasimple

yesorno.....Andtheanswerisno,andQuinton

isnotliketheotherguys....he'sdifferent"

Irubhisshoulderandwefakesmileateach

other

Quinton:"look,grams,Igetwhereyoucoming

from,alotofmenoutherearealwaysafterone

thing,buttrustmeifIwasafterthatonething,I



would'velonggotitandleft,butthatisnotthe

casewithyourdaughteroverhere,I'mnotaguy

whowasintorelationshipsbutwhenImetLisa

allIwantedtodowasjustgettoknowher,she

wasjustsomysterioustomeandIwascurious,

soIdrewmyselfclosertoher,themoreIspent

timewithhereverydaythemoreIfallinlove,Up

untiltodayI'mstillgettingtoknowher,everyday

there'sjustsomethingaboutherthatmakesme

madlyinlovewithher,soGramsmyintentions

withyourdaughterarewaymorethanyou

think,she'sstillyoungandIunderstandshe's

notreadyforsomethings,I'mwillingtowait

because....WellbecauseIjustloveher"

Helooksatmeandsmile,Icannotbelievemy

ears,damnhe'sgoodatthisthewayhe's

lookingatme,you'dswearthathe'sreally

madlyinlovewithme

Grams:"wow,ayinyanaunqabilenyanamadoda

anjengaweanqabile(youarescarce



indeed,,menlikeyouarerare)sohowdidyou

twomeet?"

Us:"restaurant\varsity"

Whatthehell!

Quinton:"sweetpie,wemetinvarsity

remember?"

Me:"ohyeah,that'swhatImeant"

GreatIforgotmyownstory

Me:"yeahIrememberitlikeitwasyesterday

,Quintonbeingayoungbusinessman,hecame

tocampustomotivateus,hestartedaskingus

questionsandIwasansweringandasking

questionsmorethananyonethatday...IguessI

wasinspired"

Grams:"oryouwerecharmed"

Iblushandgiggle

Quinton:"notonlywasshethemostbeautiful

girlthere,shereallycapturedmyheart,Icouldn't



focusonanythingafterthatday,Icouldn'tget

heroffmymind...untilIbumpedintotoherin

thatrestaurant,rememberbabe?"

Me:"yeah,heaskedtojoinmeandpayedformy

lunch..wetalkedforhoursandhours..Iguess

that'swhyitfeelslikethatwasthefirsttime

meetinghim"

ThankgoodnessQuintonmentionedthat,to

coverupformymistake

Gramsisnowsmilingandnodding

Grams:"soQuinton,sinceyousomadlyinlove

withmygranddaughterhowsoonareyou

planningonmarryingher?"

Ohno

Quinton:"well..I...Ireallycareforyour

granddaughter,andIwasthinkingonwaitingfor

heruntilshegraduates,Iwantherfullyfocused

onhereducationandmarriagebeingabigstep

Ithoughtitwouldmaybedistracther,having



herfocusonbeingawifeandherbooks,it

wouldputastrainonher,andIwantnothingbut

thebestforher....Sogramswithallduerespect,

canyoupleaseallowustowait?"

Mygranny'ssmiledisappears,shesighs

Grams:"Iunderstand....IjustwishIcouldalso

waituntilthatday.."

*silence*

QuintonandIlookateachotherwithsadfaces

Me:"oh..gramsI..I'msorry"

Sheputsherspoondownandlooksatus

Grams(shallowsmile):"I'mfeelingtired...canwe

callitanight"

Quinton:"yeah,ofcause"

Igetupwithherandleadhertoherroom,Iopen

thebedcoversforher,shegetsinbedandItuck

herin



Grams:"canyoupleasepassmemypills"

Iwalktoherbagsandtakeoutherpillsforher,

ohmysomanypills itbreaksmyheart,Itake

themtoherthenheadouttogetherwaterIfind

Quintonclearingthetable

Me:"I'lldothedishes"

Quinton:"I'llwaitforyou"

Me:"okay"

Iwalkbacktotheroomandsitattheedgeof

thebedIgiveherherwaterandshedrinks

up,watchinghertakeallthosepillspiercedmy

heart

Grams:"sulilakalokbaba(don'tcrybaba),this

tooshallpass"

Me:"makhulu..didtheysuggestthatyoudo

operation?Sothatyouwillbecured?"

Grams:"yes,butitsverycostlyandbesides,itsa

braintumor,ImightdieduringtheoperationI



mightlive,itsnotapromisedcure,Imighteven

loosemymemory,Ican'taffordit.."

Me:"butgramsIcouldworksomethingout,I

cansignupforthatscholarshiptogostudyin

Harvardlawschooloverseas,they'llgivemea

hugeamountofmoneytheretotakecareof

myself,imagineifIchangethosedollarsinto

randsitworldcoversomethingworththe

operationandI'dalso....

Grams(interrupting):"shhhhLilly.......come

here"

Imoveclosertoherandsheembracesme,I

holdbackthetears

Me:"Iloveyougrams,Idon'twantyoutoleave

methissoon,Ihaven'thealeddad'sdeath,the

woundsarestillfresh,pleaseletmedo

something,we'llevenaskaloanshark,just

anything"

Shelet'sgoafterafewminutes



Grams:"don'tdothistoyourselfnana,let'sjust

makethemostofthistime,Iknowyouand

Quintonwanttowait,butthatwillmean,I'llnever

witnessthedayyougetmarried,Ireallydon't

wanttoleaveyouwithnofamily....Letmetalk

toQuinton..Please"

*silence*

Isigh

Me:"okayfine,youcantalktohim"

Herfacelitsup,Iloveitwhenshe'shappy,it

makesmycrippledheartdance

Me:"goodnightmakhulu..*kissingher

forehead*..sweetdreams"

Grams:"goodnightNana"

Iswitchoffherlight,Iwatchhergetting

comfortableonthebedbeforeclosingthedoor.

IheadtothekitchenIfindQuintonrunning

waterinthesinkforthedishes



Quinton:"hey,IthoughtIshouldstartsofar

sinceyouweretakingyourtime"

Me:"wellhowthoughtfulofyou,thanks"

There'stwosinkssoI'mwashingthedisheson

onewhileherinsesandpacksthemonthedish

rack

Quinton:"sohowisshe?"

Me:"she'sfineIguess...althoughI'mnothappy

withtheamountofpillsshe'slivingon"

Quinton:"whatkindofcancerdoesshehave?"

Me:"braincancer"

Quinton:"whydoesn'tshedoanoperation,its

stillearlyshecanstillbecured"

Me:"IwishitwerethateasyQ,thosearereally

expensive,anditseemslikethere'snothingI

cando,I'mbroke,Iwouldborrowfromaloan

sharkbutI'mafraidthatwillputusinmore

danger"



Quinton:"maybeIcouldhelp,themoneyImake

fromtheclubisnotmuchbutI'msureIcan....

Me(interrupting):"No,Quinton,don't,youhave

yourownfamilytotakecareof,youalready

havedonemorethanenoughforme...

Quinton:"butLisaIcan....

Me:"NoQuinton,Isaidno,let'sdropitokay"

Hesighsloudly

Quinton:"so?Doyouthinkthedinnerwent

well?"

Asmilecreepsinmyface

Me:"Ihavetogiveittoyou...youquitethe

charmer"

Quinton:"wellweallalreadyknowthat"

Herollshiseyethenblowsoffimagerydustoff

hisshoulders

Me(singing):"Hetalklikethis'causehecan



backitup

Hegotabigego

Suchahugeego

Ilovehisbigego

It'stoomuch

Hewalklikethis'causehecanbackitup"

Iwasdancingwithmyshoulderswhilewashing

thedishes,helaughsatmethenalsosings

Quinton(singing):"Italklikethis'causeIcan

backitup

Igotabigego

Suchahugeego

But,shelovesmybigego"

Him&I:"Iwalklikethis'causeIcanbackitup

I,Iwalklikethis'causeIcanbackitup

I,Italklikethis'causeIcanbackitup



I,I,Icanbackitup,

Icanbackitup

IWalklikethis'causeIcanbackitup"

Hewasdoingverysmoothdancemovesbutin

amischievouswaymakingmelaughthenwe

starteddancingandwhilesinging

Quinton:"youawackdancer"

Ilaughandsplashhimwithwater,hesplashes

backatme,wekeptondoingthattillthewhole

kitchenwaswet

Me:"greatnowlookatthemessyoumade"

Quinton:"youstartedit"

Me:"youmademestartit"

Wecarriedoncleaningthekitchenwithhim

makingjokesandtellingfunnystories,about

himselfwhicharepureliesandexaggerated

Me(laughing):"soyouwantmetobelievethat



youreallyhavesecretsupperpowers"

Quinton:"you'dbestupidnotto...Imeanlookat

this"

Hetakesoffhiswetshirt,andstartsflexinghis

musclesformemakingfunnyfaces.....Ilovethe

wayIforgetallmydepressingproblemswhen

I'maroundthishandsomefool....Imeanfool

aroundthisfool

Me(laughing):"dudeyoulooklikeyou

constipated"

Webothburstintolaughter

Quinton:"wellitsbeenawhileokay...and

normalgirlswouldbedroolingoverallthis"

Hemoveshimbodyslowlyandsexily,okay

doeshehavetolookthishot,heshouldreally

stopdoingthatnow

Me:"okaystopitnow...geez,showoff...just

causesomeofuscan'tmove"



Hecomesclosertomeandmoveshisfaceto

myear,makingmykneesweak

Quinton(whispers):"don'tworry..I'llteachyoua

thingortwo,bub"

ItakeadeepbreatheasIfeelmystomach

crunchlikethere'sbubbles,Iguessitwhatthey

callbutterflies

Me:"let'sgotobed"

Helooksatmeamused

Me:"I..Imean..tosleep..likelet'sgosleep,since

itslateandstuff..butlikejusttosleep...notthat

Iwantyoutoteachmeathingortwoin

bed..butlikeImeant...

HewasnowlaughingatmeIpunchhis

shoulderandpasshimasImakemywaytothe

room,Igotinthentookmybigtowel,Quinton

comesinstilllaughingatme



Me:"mxxmitwasn'tthatfunny...Arghyou

trickedme"

Iwasfeelingabitstupidandembarrassed,I

wenttotakeashower,Iheardthedooropen

Me:"someone'sinhere"

Quinton:"don'tworryI'lltakethebathtub"

Luckilytheshowerslideisnottransparent,after

awhileIgetout

Me:"pleaselookaway..Ineedtowrapmytowel"

HelooksawayandIstepoutoftheshower

thencovermybody

Me:"itssafenow"

Helooksmyway

Quinton:"heypleasepassmethattowel"

Itakehistowelandgogivehimhetakesitbut

holdsmyhand,forawhileIfreeze,Ishouldstop

lookingathisbodynow,whyaremyeyes



disobeyingme?

Quinton:"thanks,youcanletgoofthetowel

now"

Hebringsmebacktoearth

Me:"oh..sorry"

IletgoandgetoutasfastasIcan...whatthe

helliswrongwithme?ControlyourselfGirl!For

oneday,Thishasalreadybeenonelong

weekend

.

.

.

.

guysIneedmorelikes...pleasekeepmentioning

andsharingthepagesoIcancontinuethestory

happy...andallyourcommentsmattersokeep

themcoming..thanks
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Iwakeupearly,soIcangetstartedonbreakfast,

Ifirsttookashower,thenworemyshortPJs

again,Imustsaywecouldn'tsleeplastnight,I

thinkitsbecausewesleptalmostthewhole



day,sowewerejusttalkingandlaughing,Ithink

wefellasleepafteronesomewherethere.

AnywayI'mnowpreparingbreakfast,porridge

thenlaterI'llmakeEnglishbreakfast,Quinton

lovesporridge,helovesmixingitwithbutterand

milkorpeanutbutteronly,Itaughthimthe

peanutbuttermix,butIonlygettomakeiton

someweekendsbecauseofschool,I'mnow

mixingthepotwhenIfeelstrongarmssnaking

mefrombehind,mykneesinstantlywent

wobbly

Him(whisperinginmyear):"goodmorning

bub,mmhyoumakingmyfavorite"

Iclosemyeyestothesoundofhisvoiceand

theheatofhiswarmbreathagainstmyears

Me:"g..goodmorning....Yeahit'llbereadyina

few"

Iremovehisarmsfrommeandturntofacehim

Me(whispering):"wedon'thavetopretendif



gramsisnotaround"

Quinton:"butshe'sinthehouse,soshemust

expecttowalkinonus,whilewedoing

somethingpeoplewhoareinlovedo,that'show

we'llconvinceher...ifweonlytouchand

randomlykissinfrontofher,thatwouldbe

rude,anditwouldbeobviouswejustdoingitfor

hertosee"

Oohhyeahhehasapointthere

Me:"oohhyouright,whereasifshewalksinon

us,it'llbeprovingthatwereallyloveeachother

withoutbeingrudeanddoingitinfrontofher"

Quinton:"exactly"

Hesaysthatashepullsmeclosertohimour

nosesandforeheadstouch

Quinton(whispers):"readyforourfirstkissasa

couple"

Myheartisskippingquiteafewbeats,the



butterfliesarebackagain

Me(whispers):"yeah"

Heplaceshislipsslowlyandgentlyonmine,my

eyesautomaticallyclose,forawhileourlipsare

justtouching,Hislipsaresosoftandwarm.I

feelhishandmovefrommybackdownhewas

almostbymybuttwhensomeoneclearedher

throat,weimmediatelystoppedandIdon'tknow

whenandhowbutIwasveryfarawayfromhim

mixingmypots,webothturnedtoseegrams

walkingintothekitchenandheadsforthe

fridgewithoutsayingaword

Iwaskindadisappointed..Idon'tknowwhy...we

weresoclosetokissing

Quintonlooksatmeandstartstalkingtome

withhiseyeheclencheshisteethwithhiseyes

poppedoutmakingthat'Uh-Oh'look

Me(clearingthroat):"goodmorninggrams"

Grams:"morningzithandani"(lovebirds)



Sheclosesthefridgeabitdisappointed

Grams:"aninafruitaphaekhapha?"(Y'alldon't

havefruitsinthishouse)

Me:"Eish,no...Quintonwillbuyitwhenhecomes

backfromwork,righthoney?"

Quinton:"ofcause....Nowwouldyouhurryup

withthatporridge,I'mstarving"

Grams:"don'tletthemanstarvelily"

Shesmirksatme...heeeeayiumakhulu

endinayengenyeinhlobo

(Mygramsisreallysomethingelse)

Ijustsmileather,thenlookatQuintonwhohas

thesamesmirk

Quinton:"mxelelemakhulu,akevahtuu"(tellher

grams,sheneverlistens)

OhmyGoshhealsospeaksXhosa!!Sofluently,

wowthisguyisfullofsurprises,healwaystold

meheonlyunderstandsitbutcan'tspeakit,only



Zulu..akaloxoki!(Liar!)NowIhavetoactcool

causeapparentlyasmymanIshouldknow

everythingabouthim

Me:"akevahntonkewena...engathngewuvala

lomlomowakho,tshin"(neverlistenstowhat?

Youbettershutyourpiehole)

Theylaughatme,Idishupandwealleat,grams

wasjustdishingoutmychildhoodstories,like

howsheoncefoundmecoveredinbutterinthe

kitchenslidingmybodyallovertheplacewhen

Iwasthreeandshegavemeonehellofa

spanking,Quintonislaughinghisgutsoutright

now

Me:"butgrams,whyyougottaputoutmy

businesslikethat"

Shelaughsandwalksouttoherroom

Quinton:"youbatheyourselfinbutterhuh?"

Me:"mxm,shutup"



Quinton:"nowonderyoulikethis"

Hey!What'sthatsupposedtomean

Me:"likewhat?"

Quinton:"likethis"

Helooksatmeupanddowndisgustedly

Me:"ohmygosh..likewhat?What'swrongwith

me?"

Hechuckleslooksatmeupanddownagain

thenwalksaway

Me:"Quinton!..Whatdoyoumean?Nowonder

I'mlikewhat?"

I'mrunningafterhimtotheroom,he'sbythe

wardrobepickingoutclothes

Istandnexttohim

Me:"howamI?"

Quinton:"withwhat?"

HemovestothebedIfollowhim



Me:"likewhatdidyoumean?"

Quinton:"nothing"

Hewalksbacktothewardrobe,he'saboutto

turntogotothebedbutIblockhim

Quinton:"youinmyway"

Me:"firsttellmewhatyoumeant"

Hemovesclosertome

Quinton(softly):"Isaid..mywaylisakhanya"

Me:"firsttellmewhatyoumeant?"

Hemoveshisfaceclosertomine...okayIthink

thisisstillpartofthewholepretendinggameof

ours..butwhydoeshelooksosincere,our

nosesaretouching

Quinton(whispers):"youinmywaybub"

Ifeellikemybodyisfloatingonair

Me(whispers):"tellmefirst"

Hetouchesmylipswithhisthumb,hemoves



hislipscloseronlyaninchapart,hepartshis

lipsreadytokissme,myeyesclose

*phoneringing*

Icomebacktomysensesashisphone

disturbsthemoment,Imoveaway,Ihearhim

curseunderneathhisbreatheashewalks

towardthephoneandpicksitup

Quinton:"Minenhle...hey"

...

Quinton:"sure,I'mgettingready,I'llbethereina

few"

Iquicklywalkoutoftheroom,Quintonshould've

reallytookupacareerinactingcauserightnow

notonlyisheconvincingmygrams,he'salso

confusingme..andwhatthehellismybody

doingbetrayingmelikethat,Ican'taffordto

catchfeelings,noIrefuse,he'smyfriendand

he'sjusthelpingmeout,wecan'tcomplicateour

relationshiplikethat,wejustdoingthisfor



gramsnothingmore.

Igoandcleanthekitchen,hecomestowards

thesittingroomwheregramsischilling

Quinton:"I'llseeyoulatergogo,Ihavetosort

outafewthingsatwork"

bythewayifyouinthekitchenthesittingroom

isveryvisible,Ihearhimcomingtowardsmein

thekitchen,hehugsmefrombehind,hekisses

myneck

Quinton:"I'llbebackabitlate,haveafew

errandsatwork"

Me:"okayhoney"

Quinton:"Iloveyou"

Heturnsmearoundandhugsme

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Helooksatmeandsmirks,thenkissesmy

cheekandheadsout,



IbreathoutasifIwasholdingmybreathe...well

thatwasintense

Grams:"ayiuyakuthandaumtwanawabantu

ndyakxelela(theboyismadlyinlovewith

you)..nowthisiswhatIcalltruelove,thewayhe

looksatyouintheeyes,Iknowhewoulddo

anythingtoprotectyou,he'stheoneNana,

nguyeumaqondanawakho(he'stheonefor

you)"

Ismiletomyselfifonlysheknewthatthisis

nothingmorebutabigFATLIE!

QUINTON



Wellthishasbeenaratherinteresting

week,livingwithLisahasboughtoutasideof

meIneverknewexits,shemakesmegocrazy

andwanttodowildthingslikeforexample

robbingshops,makingfunofuberdriversoh

andhowcanIforget,beingherpretend

boyfriend,Iwouldhaveneverinamillionyears

thinkI'ddothingslikethatever,whenIfirstmet

Lisashewasthisdowntoearthgirl,whoknew

nothingaboutthecitylife,shewaslostand

afraid,somethingaboutherbursarywentwrong,

Ifoundherwonderinginthestreetsright

outsidetheclubIworkin,Iknewsheneeded

helpcauseitwaslateatnightandshewas

carryingbigbags,sheseemedlikeshehad

nowheretogo,soasIwatchedherforafew



hoursthinkingmaybesomeonewillcomepick

herupuntilIsawagangofthugssurrounding

herluckilyIalwayscarrymygunundermycar

seatsoIwentandscaredthemoffyoucan

neverbetoosaferoundhere,Iofferedheralift

andshetoldmeherstorysobeingthe

gentlemanIamIofferedheraplacetostay,I

sawhowuncomfortableshewasaroundmeat

firstsoIgaveherspacetostayaloneforayear

whileIcrashedatmyfriend'sBrandon,shewas

happywiththat,rememberthefakestoryItold

hergramsduringdinner,wellthestorymightbe

madeupbutitsnotcompletelyfake,for

instancethewayIfeltwhenIfirstmether,all

thatistrueshewasamysteryandIwascurious,

butIfiguredshe'stoogoodforme,I'ma

HeartbreakerI'mnotaseriousrelationship

kindaguyandapartofmecaresforheralot

anddidnotliketoseeherhurtspeciallybeing

thereasonofherhurt,themorereasontokeep

myfeelingsforherasideandjustfocuson



beingtheirforherasabrotherandfriend,thenI

willknowthatI'llprotectinghermorethan

hurtingher...therealtruthaboutmeisthatI'm

not......Noy'allnotreadytoknowthat.

Let'sjustsayIgrewupwelloff,butIjustdon't

likethewayIgrewup,Ilovemyfamily,butI'd

ratherbeindependentthendependenton

peopleincludingmyfamily..Idespisemy

father..hediedinJailafterbeingcaughtbythe

policeandarrestedforkillingoneofthemen

thatusedtoworkforhiminhisdiamond

transportationbusiness,themanbetrayedhim

andwasstealingfromhimbitbybit,hefound

outandwentafterhimandkilledhim,thatwas

fivetosixyearsago,injailpeoplewhohehad

thrownintheregangeduponhimandthatwas

thelastIsawofmyfather,Ihatehim,Ihate

everythinghe'sputusthroughtogetherwithmy

brothersbutmostlyIhatehismoneyallofit,its

bloodmoneyandIwantnothingtodowithit.



AnywayI'monmywaytoMinenhlemynew

girlfriend,Imustsaysheisaveryinteresting

lady,shegotthebody,thesexyswagandthe

beauty,she'sfromarichfamilysoIwouldn'tsay

she'saftermymoney,sheevenofferedtopay

forourdinneronthefirstdate,soIguessshe

reallylikesmeforme...orformygood

looks,thatareapparentlythetalkoftown,Idon't

knowIguessI'llfindoutastimegoes,Ithink

she'sakeeperthough,Ireallylikeher,she's

sweet....althoughIwishshemademyheartfeel

likeitsfloatingorgivemesmilesthatsend

shiversdownmyspineormakemegoinsane

justtothefeelingofhertouchormakemewant

tojuststareintohereyesasIwatchherlaugh

ormakemewanttolistentohercrazystories

aboutherself...IguessIwishshemademefeel

likehowLisamakesmefeel

Iparkmycarbyherdriveway

Shewasalreadywaitingformebythedoor



wearingthemostrevealingdressever,Iwalkup

toher

Enhle:"baby!!"

Sherunstomeandjumpsonmewrapping

herselfalloverme

Me:"heysexy"

Ikissedherhungrily

Enhle:"Ipreparedyoulunch"

Me:"butIwantyourightnow"

ShewasabouttosaysomethingIshutherup

withakissandheadedfortheroom,shedidn't

protest,Iguessshealsowantsme,Iwastooon

forforeplaysoIjustenteredwithoutwarning

*****

*sixhourslater*

We'vebeeninbedforhourshavingsex

Me:"Ihavetogetgoing"



Igetupandputonmyclothes

Enhle:"what'stherush,itsonlyeight,anditsnot

likeyouhaveawifeathomeorababy"

Ichuckle

Me:"sorrybabe,butIpromisedmyroommateI'll

betherebeforesupperandI'malreadylate"

Enhle:"ohcomeon,they'llbemanymore

suppershe'llsurvive"

OhIdidn'tmentionmyroommateisagirlshit

Me:"youmeanshe'llsurvive"

Enhle:"what?..youlivewithagirl?"

Shesoundsshockedandangry

Igositnexttoher,Iwasnowreadytogo

Me:"nobaby..Imeanyes,butIswearyouhave

nothingtoworryabout"

Enhle:"youlivewithagirlwhohasapussyand

youtellingmeIhavenothingtoworryabout?"



Ilaugh

Enhle(irritated):"nothingisfunnyaboutthat"

Me:"lookbabe...uhmshe'snotmytype,she's

kindaofafarmgirl,notclassylikeyou,andargh

youknowhowIlikemygirls,she'snoteven

closetoyourstandards,soseriouslyyouhave

nothingtoworryabout"

IhateeverythingIsaidinthatsentence,cause

itssonottrueandifLisacouldhearwhatIjust

saiditwouldhurtherdeeply

Asmilecreepsinherface

Enhle:"really?"

Me:"youknowIonlyloveyou"

Shegasps

Enhle:"youdo?...

Me:"Idowhat?"

Enhle:"youjustsaidyouloveme...itsthefirst



timeyousaidit"

ThatreallyslippedoutIneversaytheLword

Me:"IguessIdo....youdifferentEnhle,andI've

neverbeenwithagirlwholovesmeforme"

Shecomestomeandhugsme

Enhle:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

Wekiss

Me:"Ihavetogonow"

Shesulks

Enhle:"youshouldintroducemetoyour

roommatesometime....(giggles)..IpromiseI

won'tmakefunofher"

Me(chuckles):"okay...Iwouldlovey'alltomeet

actually...Lookeventhoughshe'snotmytype,I

stillcareforher,we'vebeenthroughalotsoI

wantyoutoshowhersomerespectokay"

Shenods



Enhle:"yessir"

Wekissagain,beforeIheadbackhome,Iget

thereandthelightsareoff,Icheckthetimeand

itshalfpastten,Minenhlelivesquiteadistance

away,Iopenthedoorandlockitaswalkinas

quietlyasIcould,IseetheTVplayingbutno

onewatchingsoIgoswitchitoff,onlytofind

Lisasleepingpeacefullyonthecouch,Ibendto

herlevelandwatchhersleep,Iremovethehair

onherfaceandpushitbacktorevealher

beautifulface,IpickherupasgentlyasIcan,but

hereyesopen

Lisa(sleepylowvoice):"Quinton...whendid

you?"

Me:"justnow...shhhh"

Iputheronthebedandtuckherin

Lisa:"yourfoodisinthemicrowave"

Me:"okay,thanks...goodnightbub"



Shecloseshereyes,Ikissherforeheadthengo

takeanicewarmshowerbeforeheadingfor

bed

.

.

.

Just500morelikesandwemakea1k....canwe

doit?

[07/28,11:05]W:Insert10

LISA



"Lisastayhere..I'llbebackyevah"

Me:"daddydon'tleavemeherendyoyika(I'm

scarred)thosemenhaveguns"

"I'llalwaysprotectyoulily,don'tbescarredall

thiswillbeoversoon"

Me:"andwe'llgohomesafely?"

Wehidingbehindhisbigvananddadis

kneelinginfrontofmeholdingagun,momwas

insidethecar,theysaidtheyweretakingmeto

thepark..thisisnotthepark,I'mconfused,I'm

stillakid,itssodarkonlystreetlightsareon.I

hearfootstepscomingtowardsus

"IndodaayicashiMthethwaonlycowards



do....nowcomefacemelikeaman"

Ican'tseethemanhe'svoiceiscomingfrom

behindme,dadgetupslowlythensignalsmeto

gounderthecar...Igounderandhide,Icanfeel

theuncomfortableheatonmyskin

AloudcommotionwentonbeforeIknowit

*BAAH!BAAH!BAAH!*

gunshotsarebeingfired...IscreamasIgetthe

frightofmylife

*BAAH!*

MoreshotIremainintactunderthecarwhenI

seehisgunfalldownfollowedbyhimkneeling,

helaysonthegroundandlooksatmehetries

tospeakbutitcomesoutasawhisper

Dad:baleka,...run

Hiseyesshut,Istartmovingandrunformylife,

Icannotdie,I'mrunningI'mscreamingforhelp

*******



"Heeelp!"

Iinstantlysitonmybut,I'msweatinglike

crazy,what'supwithme?Ihaven'thadthese

dreamssinceIwasachild..aretheyevendream

iftheyactuallyhappened?Idon'tunderstand,

whyarethesenightmarescomingbackto

hauntme?

Quinton:"Lisa!Areyouokay?"

Ican'tcontrolmybreathingmyheartbeatis

beatingonfear

Quinton:"calmdown,itwasjustanightmare,

yousafenow"

Hepullsmeclosertohimandhugsme

Quinton:"let'sgogetyouwater"

Hegetsupandhelpsmeupasheleadsmeto

thekitchen,Istillhavethatimageinmymindof

myfatherlyingthereinapoolofhisblood,his

voiceisstillechoinginsidemyhead



"baleka!.....run!"itslikehe'srighthere

IfeelsomeonetouchmyshoulderIstartlein

fearlettingoutapanicsigh

Quinton:"itsjustme..there'syourwater"

Hegivesmeanicecoldglassofwaterwhich

reallyhelpedmecooldowntotheheatIwas

feeling,Igalpitdowninonego

Quinton:"Ithinkyouneedanotherglass"

HepouredmemoreandIdrankup

Quinton:"nowcome,let'sgetyouoffthosewet

clothes"

Heholdsmeandleadsmetotheroomhe

switchesonthelightandlooksforsomethingI

canwear,hegavemehisoversizedbasketball

vest

Quinton:"Ithinkthiswillbemorecomfortable

andcooling"

Itakeoffmyclothes



Quinton:"whoa"

That'swhenIrealizedIjustgotnakedinfrontof

him,butrightnowthat'stheleastofmyworries,

IrealiseIhaven'tsaidawordtohim

Me:"thanks"

Heswitchesoffthelightthenheadbacktobed

itwasaround2am

Me:"pleaseleavethelampon"

Quinton:"okay"

Imovereallyclosetohimandsnugglemyself

intohisbody,heholdsmetight,nowIfeelmuch

safer

Me:"don'tletgoofme"

Hemakeshimselfmorecomfortableandfaces

hisbodytowardmewithhisonearmpillowing

myheadandtheotheraroundmywaistthenhe

pullsmeintohimtighter

Quinton(whispers):"Never"



Myfaceisburiedonhischestandhesmells

good...power,Iwrapmylegsaroundhimashe

putshisoneleginbetweenmine,Icanfeel

everypartofhimandIfeellikenothingwillever

hurtme,I'msafe,I'mhome.

Quinton:"don'tworryyousafenow...Iwon'tlet

anythingoranyonehurtyou"

Hekissesmyforeheadrepeatedly,Itiltmyhead

upalilhekissesmynose,Itiltitupagainand

wegazeintoeachother'seyes,hislipssmash

intomine,IclosemyeyesasIenjoyhissoftlips

,mytummyisinnots,electricwavesrunning

downmyspinestrongerthanever,myheartis

nolongerbeatinginfearbutinexcitement,our

legsaremovingallovertheplace,hegetson

topofmeandlaysinbetweenmylegsasthe

kissgetheated,itsnowfilledwith

hunger,longing,passionanddesire,Icanfeelhis

hardon,hewasalreadyonlyinhisbriefscause

that'stheonlythinghesleepsin,hishandsare



runningallovermytensedbodyandsoare

minealloverhismuscledbody,hesqueezes

myboobroughlybutgentlyatthesametime,he

breaksthekissandheaddownmyneckkissing

andsuckingdownmybreasttoo,Iwasbiting

mynailsuppressingthemoanshewasmoving

downtomynunuhesliddownmypantyslowly,

everythingwashappinginslowmotion,Idon't

knowwhyI'mnottryingtostophim,

"Uuhhh"

Ifeelhimdoingsomethingamazingdown

there,Idon'tknowwhattodowithmyself,Igrab

ontothesheetbitingmybottomlipclosingmy

eyestightasItrytosuppressmyurgeto

pee,butIcouldn'tanymoresoIletitoutandit

feltgoodIthinkitwasanorgasm,hecomes

backtomyfaceandkissesme,Ifeelhisman

hoodonmybelly,hewasbuttnaked

Quinton:"yousureyouwanttodothis?"



Idon'tknowwhattosay,awholepartofmeis

votingyes,ImeanifIgiveituptohim,atleastI

knowhe'llneverhurtme,sincehe'smyfriend

andIalreadyknowhe'sinarelationship,he's

theoneofthefewpeopleItrust

wholeheartedly,and,Itrusthewon'tmakeme

regretit

Inodmyhead

Me:"yes,I'msure"

Heplaceshisforeheadonmine,Ifeelhimrub

himselfonmytemplebeforeslowlythrusting

in...Iscreamaspainandpleasurefillsmeup

*********

AfteranicebathIheadtothekitchentomake

breakfast,gramsisleavingtodayandIdon't

knowwhetherI'mhappyorsad..IguessI'm

happythatthepretendingcannowstopandwe

cangobacktonormalbutI'msadthatgramsis

leavingIwanttospendmoretimewithher,but



notlikethis.

I'mnowdishingup,Idon'tknowwhybutI'mina

verygoodmoodI'mevensinging

Me(singing):Iwasgonnacleanmyroom

UntilIgothigh

Iwasgonnagetupandfindthebroom

ButthenIgothigh

MyroomisstillmessedupandIknowwhy

"whyman?"

Quinton'ssaysthatpartashespanksmyass

Me:'CauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

Quinton:Iwasgonnagotoclass

BeforeIgothigh

IcouldacheatedandIcouldapassed



ButIgothigh

IamtakingitnextsemesterandIknowwhy

Me:"whyman?"

Quinton:'CauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

"Nithandainsangonakulomzi?"(Y'allsmoke

weedinthishouse?)

Weburstintolaughterasmygramsmadeher

waytothesittingroomwhilewewereinthe

kitchen

Me:"itsjustasongmakhulu"

Iwalkedtowardsthefridge,onceyoubythe

fridgethesittingroomareaisnotvisible...Iwas

lookingforwatersothatImakejuice,Ifeel

Quintonholdmefrombehindandbitsmy

earlobesendingwarmbloodallovermyinsides



Quinton(whispering):"guesswhowantsto

meetyou"

Me(whispering):"who?"

Quinton:"Enhle"

Me:"oh?When?"

Quinton:"sheaskedfortomorrowandsince

gramsisleavingIthoughtitscool"

Me:"yeahitstotallycool,can'twaittomeet

her,thegirlwhomadeyoufall"

Ilaughsilently

Quinton:"that'ssonottrue"

Heturnsmearound

Me:"aboutthatbet,weneverdiscussedit...I

saidshe'llmakeamonthandyousaidonlytwo

week...sowhatdoIgetifIwin?"

Quinton:"whatdoyouwant?"

Me:"Iwantyoutobemyslaveforamonth"



Heraiseshisbrows

Quinton:"whatifIwin?"

Me:"whatdoyouwant?"

Quinton:"Iwantyoutostripdanceforme"

Ilaugh..nextthingIknowhislipsareonmine

suckingeachother,hepinsmeagainstthe

counter,hishandsslideinsidemypantsand

grabsmybuttcheeks

"Mmmh"

AmoanslippedoutmymouthandIbrokethe

kiss

Me:"gramsmustbehungry"

"Kantinenzaniapho?Akuvuthwana

okudla?!"(whaty'alldoingthere!Willfoodever

beready!?)

Welaughandserveherherfoodandwealleat

bythesittingroom



Me:"Idon'tmeantorushyoumakhulukodwa

youshouldeatupfast,kukudeeMthatha

(Mthathaisfar)andIdon'twantyoutravelling

atnight,whowillgiveyoualiftfromthestop

vele?IshouldcallsomeoneIknowadudewho

hasacarhecan....

Grams(interrupts):"I'mnotgoingtoday"

Welookather

Quinton:"huh?"

Grams:"I'mstayingforthewholeweek,there

arethingsIstillneedtodoherebeforeIleave"

Me:"what?..Imeanlikewhatgrams?"

Shecan'tbeserious,Iwashopingthatafterlast

nightheatedscenariowouldbethelasttimewe

sleeponthesamebedandforgetaboutwhat

happened

Grams:"doIneedareasontospendmoretime

withyou?"



Me:"Nograms,butitsjust,IIwas....uhmwho

willtakecareofyou..ImeancauselikeIhave

schoolandstuff"

Grams:"nottoworry,itsbetterhere,thenbeing

alonethereinmyhouseatleasthereIcanbe

withpeoplejusttotalkto"

Ifeelmyheartbreakbyherwordsshemustbe

solonelytherewithnoonetotalktoandmom

justcomingbackdrunkornotatallisstressing

herout

Me:"Iunderstandgrams....youwelcometostay

longer"

Quinton:"yeah...uhmcanIbeexcused?"

Hegivesmethe'wenewtotalk'look

Hewalksawaytotheroom...Iwasthinkingof

somethingtosaythatwillexcuseme

Grams:"hambauyothethanomntuwakho,

ndyabonabanifunauthetha,kalokukukwakhe



apha...kodwaifakekhohappybandihlale

ungazamiumkumncengandizohamba

andinaxaki"(gotalktoyourmanIcanseey'all

needtotalkbutifhisnothappywithmy

extendedstaydon'ttrytoconvincehim,Iwill

leave,noproblem)

Me:"nonsense,Quintonlovesyou,hedoesn't

haveaproblemwithyoubeingherelongertrust

me,I'msureitssomethingelse,letmegofind

out"

Igetupandkissherforeheadthenheadtothe

roomandclosethedoor

Hissittingattheedgeofthebed

Igositnexttohim

Me:"Iknowhey"

Quinton:"nowyoutoldmeonlytwonights"

Me:"EishQuinton,Ithoughtsotoo"

Quinton:"Idon'tknowLisa,thisgamewe



playing,itdoesn'tfeelsafeanymore..."

Me:"areyoubailingoutonme?"

Quinton:"Lisa,weplayingwithfire,thelonger

yourgramsstay,themoredangerousallthis

becomes"

Me:"Iknow....butIcan'tmarryastrangerI'd

ratherfakemarryyou"

Quinton:"Lisa,alotofpeoplewillgethurtinthe

endofallthis...trustmeitsnotgoingtoend

well"

Me:"youworriedaboutEnhle?...don'tworryyou

justtellherI'myoursisterandthat'sourgrams"

Quinton:"Ican'tItoldherIlivewithagirl,she

wouldfinditsuspiciousifIjustsayshe'smy

sisterafterIconvincedherthatthere'snothing

goingonbetweenthetwoofus"

Me:"thenjusttellherI'mgay..yeahIhavea

girlfriendandmeandyouarejustreallyclose



friends"

Hesighsandburieshisfaceinhishands

Quinton:"morelies...thiswon'tendwell"

Me:"Quintonyoupromisedme"

Quinton:"IknowLisa...ButIjusthaveabad

feelingaboutallthis...justtalkwithyourgrams

maybeshe'llunderstand"

Me:No!Youdon'tgetitdoyou....mygramshas

foreverbeenunhappyinthisworld....andthis

weekendseeingmehappywithsomeonewho

willlovemeevenwhenshe'sgonehasmade

herveryexcited....I'veneverseenherthis

happy.....Youdon'tunderstand!"

Ibreakdownandcry...Ican'tdealanymore,he

hugsme

Quinton:"shhhpleasedon'tcrybub....okay

look...I'monehundredpercentbehindyouinall

this,okay?Iwon'tbailoutnow,Iwasjust



worried"

Me:"wecanpullitofQuinton..Iknowwecan"

Hecupsmyface

Quinton:"it'sokaylily.....Igotyourback...always

"

Hekissesmyforehead

Me:"andIgotyourstoo"

Wesmileateachother,hepecksmylipsthen

weheadbacktothesittingroomtowelcome

gramsfortherestofherstay

.

.

.

tobecontinued



[07/28,16:52]W:continuation

LISA

(Short)

I'minbedreadinganovelbykatMartin,'beyond

reason'isthetitle,itsquiteaninteresting

romanticbook,I'mfindingithardto

Concentratethough,Quintonissinginginthe



showeratthetopofhisvoiceandIkeep

laughingathowhorriblehishighnoteis,I'm

suregramscanhearhimevensomeone

walkingpastthehousewouldhearhim.

IhearthedooropeningIlowermybookfrom

myfaceameetafreshcleanRoomiewrapped

inatowelaroundhislowerbodyexposinghis

tanbodyandwaterrunningdownhisabbs.He

wasstillsingingthesongweweresingingin

themorningdancinginafunnyyetsexyway

Quinton(singing):"Iwasgonnamakeloveto

you

ButthenIgothigh

Iwasgonnaeatyopussytoo

ButthenIgothigh

NowI'mjackingoffandIknowwhy"

"whyman!?"Ijusthadtosaythatpart



Quinton:'CauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

BecauseIgothigh

Welaughedandhecametowardsthebed,he

tookhislotionandlotionshisbody,Istop

staringbeforeIstartgettingideas,I'mjust

staringatthisbooknowIcan'tstopthinking

aboutlastnight'sepisode,Ifeelhimgetonthe

bedthenIpretendtobemorefocusedonthis

book,hegrabsitawayfromme,thentakesoff

mynerds....yeahiwearglassesonlywhenI'm

readingandwritingthough,heputsthemonthe

headboardtable

Me:"heeyyIwasreadingthat"

Quinton:"noreadinginbed,ifyouwanttoread

youcangositsomewhereelse"

Me:"But...

Quinton:"nobuts...itseitheryougetyourbutt



outofthisbedorsleepyourbuttdown"

IhuffasIreluctantlyslideinsidethecovers

Quinton:"that'sagoodgirl"

Hegoesswitchoffthelightsthenslidesinside

thecovers,theroomfillswithsilence,Iguess

lastnight'seventiscomingbackonbothof

us,nowI'mnervoustoeventouchhimsoIsleep

asfarfromhimaspossiblerightatthefarend

andleavehimattheotherend,Iclosemyeyes

andtrytosleep.

Itsbeenfiveminutesnow,hekeepsshuffling

andturningsighingandhuffingasifsomething

isbotheringhim...that'sitI'llneverfallasleepif

hegoesonlikethisIturntofacehimthentap

hisshoulder

Me:"Q?What'sup?"

Me:"youseemirritated,huffingtwistingand

turning,makingloudsighs"



Quinton:"Idon'tknow,IguessIcan'tsleep"

Me:"why?What'sbotheringyou?Isitthewhole

gramsthing?"

Quinton:"No...wellalilbit"

Me:"whatisitmostly?"

Hesighsthenkeepsquietforawhilehestaring

intomyeyes,althoughthelightsareoffIcan

seehimfromthelightscomingthroughthe

windowthecurtainsarenotthatthick

Quinton:"lastnight"

Ifigured

Me:"youwantustotalkaboutit?"

Henods

Me:"okay.....let'stalkthen"

*silence*

Quinton:"wereyouavirgin?"

Inod



Me(shyly):"yeah.....isthereaproblem?"

Quinton:"No..nothatnotaproblem...actually

that'sagoodthing,wellforyou..notforme..I

meanlikeits.its..

Ilaugh

Me:"Igetyou,itsnotaproblem......Thenwhatis

theproblem?"

Quinton:"firstly..IthinkIshouldsaythankyou"

Iraisemybrowsamused

Me:"for?"

Quinton:"fortrustingmeandgivingmeyour

virginity"

Me:"Iwouldn'thavechoseanyonebetter...to

thinkIalmostgaveitawaytothatjerk

thato,whowasprobablygoingtogivemesome

disease,nxaIhatehim.....wait.....youdon't

happentohavethedisease?Doyou?"

Heswitchesonthelampandwesitup



Quinton:"shit.."

Myheartstartsracing

Me:"what?Whatdoyoumeanbyshit!?"

Quinton:"Ihaven'ttoldanyoneaboutthis..cause

Iwasashamed"

Me:"Quinton...Noo..youcan'tdothistome"

Quinton:"I'msosorryLisa,Igottoocaughtup

inthemoment...I..Ishould'vetoldyoualong

timeago"

Ifeeltearsthreateningme

Me(breakingvoice):"OhNoQuinton...wedidn't

evenuseprotection"

Hestartslaughing

Me:"what'dsofunny...youhappythatyounot

theonlyoneinfectednow?"

Helaughsevenharder

Ifeelmybloodboiling



Me:"youbeingcruelevilorjustplainmean?"

Quinton:"Igotyougoodthistime"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"rememberhowyouprankedme?

ThenIsaidI'dgetmyrealrevengeonyou,wellI

thinkthisopportunitywasasuccess"

Tearswerealreadyrollingdown,Ican'tbelieve

thisfool,howcanheplaylikethat

Me(crying):"that'ssonotfunnyQuinton!You

scaredtheshitoutofme!"

IstartedslappinghisarmreallyhardbutIwas

justhurtingmypoorhands

Me:"(crying):"youjerk....Thatwasevil..Isawmy

wholelifeflashbeforemyeyes"

Helaughedandheldmyhandthenstarted

ticklingme

Me(laughingthroughthetears):"leavemealone!!

Ihateyou!!Youbigmeany!"



HewasontopofmeticklingtillIcouldn't

breath

Me(laughing):"Leavemealone!!"

Quinton:"firstforgiveme"

Me:"okayokayIforgiveyou"

Hestops

Quinton:"good"

Me:"letalonejokes..areyouclean?..nooffence

butyoukindaafuckboy"

Heholdshischest

Quinton:"thereyougobreakingitagain"

Ilaugh

Quinton:"don'tworry,Iwouldn'tjustsleepwith

girlsImeetinclubsandnotprotectmyself..I've

neversleptwithanygirlwithoutprotection.this

isJo'burgsoIwouldn'triskmylifelike

that...andIcheckeveryafterthreemonths,last



timeIcheckedIwasclean"

Isecretlysighinrelief

Me:"nowgetofffromme"

HegetsofftherewasabitifsilenceasIwas

stilltryingtocatchmebreatheandkeepon

giggling,Ilookathimandhe'sjuststaringat

mewithhislazysmile...Therehegoesagain

withthatlookthatmakesmeshy

helooksatmelikehislookingatthemost

preciouspieceofjewel

Suddenlyhehasaworriedface

Me:"what...what'sthatface?"

Quinton:"shitLisa,wedidthemoststupidthing

ever"

Ohwow,heregretsit,Ishould'veknown,he

obviouslylovesthisEnhlegirlI'msostupid

Me:"youthinkitwasstupid?"



Quinton(confused):"what?..no..Imeanwe

didn'tuseprotection"

Me:"yeahso?"

Helooksatmeshocked

Quinton:"lookdon'tgetmewrongIloveyouso

muchbutI'mnotreadytohavekids"

Me:"youloveme?"

Heraiseshiseyebrowsinshock

Quinton:"I...Imeant..No..

Somethinginsidemediedorfaintedbutitsnot

functioningproperly

Me:"oh"

Quinton:"Imean..Lisa...lookI,thatslipped

out,I'msorryIdidn'tmeanitlikethat"

Hedidn'tmeanit...ofcausehedidn'tmeanit,he

shouldn'tmeanitcauseweonlypretending

whenwesayweloveeachother...wedoingfor



grams

Me(chuckles):"arghayibodon'tworryabout

it...itwasamistakeweallsayanddomistakes,

andheyIdidn'texpectyoutomeanit...Imean

youwithEnhleandwebestfriendssothat'dbe

crazy(fakelaughs)amIright"

There'ssilenceagainbutthistimeitsreally

awkward

Me:"don'tworryaboutpregnancy,aweekagoor

sobeforeIcamebackfromhome,Iwentfor

theinjectioncauseIwantedtosurprisethato

onlytogetthesurpriseofmylife....soyeahIm

notplanningongettingpregnantanytimesoon"

Quinton:"oh...

Me:"Ican'tsleep..SoI'mgonnagowatchTV

now"

Itakeasmallthroeblanketandapillow,I'm

planningonsleepingonthecouchcausewith

thisawkwardtensionIcan'tdeal,IwatchTVtill



Ifellasleep

******

.

.

.

almostgettingthereguys280morelikesthen

wemake1k
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Iwakeupveryearlyinthemorning,Idon'twant

gramsseeingthatIsleptonthecouch,this

uncomfortablesmallcouch,myneckiskilling

me,Idragmyfeettothebathroomandtakea

bath,Isoakmyselfinthereforawhileandclose

myeyes

Me:"wowthistubismorecomfortablethanthat

couch"

"Youdidn'thavetosleepthereyouknow"

IopenmyeyeswideandtheymeetQuinton's..I

takemysmalltowelandhidemyboobswithit

sincethewaterisalreadyhidingmylowerparts

Quinton:"Ifyoufeltuncomfortablesleepingwith

me,Icould'vesleptonthecouchinstead"

Ikeepquiet,Idon'tknowwhattosay



Quinton:"I'llcomebackwhenyoudone"

Helet'shimselfoutIsigh

Ishould'veknownthingsweregoingtoget

awkwardaftersleepingwitheachother,butI

didn'treallythinktheywould,Imeanwe'vebeen

kissingevenacoupletimesbeforewestarted

beingpretendpartnersandwe'vehandledit

prettywellwithoutcomplicatingthings,Ijust

wishheneversaidhelovesmeordoIwishhe

neversaidhedidn'tmeanit?NoIwishhenever

saidhelovesmeinthefirstplacearghwhyis

thisevenbotheringmeitsnotlikeIfeelingsfor

him

Igetintheroom

Quinton:"youdone?"

Inod

Hewalkstowardsthedoorandstopswhenhe

reachesme



Heisabouttosaysomethingbuthestops

himselfthencontinueswalkingout.

Igetmyselfreadyanddressup,itsanicesunny

daysoIjustworemyredshortsummerdress

withanklelengthgladiatorsandals,Itiemyhair

inalooseponytail,Iputonred

lipstick,powderedmyfaceabitthenputsome

mascara.ImakemywayoutIbumpintohimby

thedoor,Imoveforhimtopassbutwemoveto

thesameside,wemovetothesamesideagain

Iholdhimandmakemestopthenmoveand

carryonwithmywaytothekitchen,Imake

breakfastforgramsfirstandputitinthe

microwave,IgocheckuponherasIwaitfor

Quintontogetready

Me:"morninggrandmother"

Shelaughsalittleandclosesherbiblethen

takesoffherglassesandplacesthemonthe

headboardtable



Grams:"morninggranddaughter"

Igositnexttoher

Me:"howyoufeelingtoday?"

Grams:"I'mokay,althoughmyheadachesare

gettingworsespeciallyinthemorningsandI

feeltheurgetovomit"

Me:"oohhhumakhuluwamkodwa(ohmypoor

grams)....Imadeyoubreakfast,youshouldeat

sothatyoutakeyourpills..infactletmebring

youyourfoodnowandwaterforpills"

Igetoutandfetchherfoodthenpourherwater

IturntobemetbyQuinton...whyishispresence

suddenlysuffocatingme

Quinton:"I'mready,wecangetgoingonceyou

donewithwhatyoudoing"

InodasIpasshimIgivegramsherfood

Grams:"thankyoulilyyousuchanAngel"



Ismile

Me:"Ihavetogetgoingnowgrams,I'llseeyou

laterokay?"

Grams:"khawuhambeuyeeskoleniuyeke

ukuthethanamngathindilusana"(wouldyougo

toschoolalreadyandstoptalkingtomelikeI'm

ababy)

Ilaugh

Me:"yohayisorrykemagreeza..ndyalibalaukba

awuqhelangaukutheketiswa"(Iforgetyounot

usedtobeingbabied)

Grams:"amp!Suka!"

IgetoutlaughingIfindQuintonalreadyinthe

car,wedrivetocampusinsilencewegetthere

Quinton:"bye..haveaniceday"

Ijustsmileathimthenwalkaway

ImeetupwithYonelathenweheadtoclass



Yonela(whispers):"rememberthetransfer

student?"

Me(whisper):"howcanIrememberhimifI've

neverevenseenhim"

Sherollshereyes

Yonela:"arghmxm,anywayturnsouthe'sdoing

histhirdyearsohewon'tbeinourclasses"

Me:aaawwwwhatashameIwasreallylooking

forwardtohavinghimherewithus"*sarcasm*

Yonela:"Iheardhe'ssupperhot,he'sthetalkof

thecampusthismorning,toobadIdidn'tsee

himthough"

Me:"Ihopetodayyouputonyourbest?"

Shegaspworriedly

Yonela:"youmeanitsnotevenobvious,thatI'm

atmybestleveltoday?"

Ilaugh



Me:"I'mjokingfriend,youlookhot,likehot

sauce"

ShelaughsI'mverybadwhenitcomesto

complementingevendissing

Yonela:"youstillsuckatthis"

IignoredherasIputonmynerdsand

concentratedbacktothelesson

Thedayfinallycametoanendaswenow

comingoutourlastclass,westillhaven't

bumpedintothisguyandyonelahasbeen

makingusgoaroundthewholecampussothat

webumpintohim,Iwaskindagettingirritated

Me:"dudethisisuselesswedon'tevenknow

howhelookswecould'vebumpedintohimso

manytimesbutwedon'tknowcausewedon't

knowhim"

Shelaughsoutloud

Yonela:"okayfine,butcomeonI'msurewe



would'venoticedifhishotastheysayheis...so

farIhaven'tseenahotguywe'vebumpedinto"

Isigh

Wewerenowoutsidecampus

Yonela:"pleasewaithereabit,letmegogetus

someicelolliesinthatshopthere"

Me(smiling):"nowyoutalking"

Shehandsmehersmallbagandheadstothe

nearbyshop,bythewayI'musingthatbagwe

stole,itsjustsopretty,Ilaughtomyselfevery

timeIthinkaboutitcan'tbelievethecopsare

notlookingforus,hahaha

Ifindmyselflaughing

"Iwouldalsolovetolaughalittletoday"

Asmoothdeepvoiceinfrontofme,Iliftmy

eyesupandoureyeslock

"Caretosharetheinsidejoke?"



Damn!IsallIcansayrightnow,he'slooking

straightintomyeyesandI'mstaringback,fora

momenttheworldstops

Yonela:"sorrygirlbuttherewasonlyonevanilla

soyouwilljusthavethe......."

Shetrailsoff

Guy:"hellothere"

Yonela:"h..h.Hi.."

Westareathiminawe

Guy:"areyouladiesokay?"

I'mspeechless

Guy:"ohokay...AnywaymynameisLiam,but

youcancallmemncedisi"

Webothstutterforawhile

Yonelagathersuphercourage

Yonela:"nicetomeetyouMncedisi...myname

isYonelaandthisismyfriendLisakhanya"



Mnce:"nicetomeetyoubothbeautifulladies,I'm

kindanewaroundhere,soIwantedtoaskfor

thenearesttownorsomething,Ineedtobuya

fewthingsformyapartment"

Yonela:"wecoulddirectyoubutitwouldbe

betterifIgowithyousinceIleaveintownvele"

Ilookather..damngirlyoudon'twastetime..I

thinktomyself

Mnce:"that'dbeevenbetter,pleasetellmeyou

alsoheadingthatside...Lisakhanya?"

Me:"uhmwell..IIwaskindaheadingthatway"

Ipointtothedirectionofhome

Mnce:"that'sabummerIreallyhopedI'dgetto

talktoyoumore"

Ilookedathimandhewaslookingintomyeyes

foramomentoureyeslock

Me:"oh..uhmsorrymaybenexttime.."

Mnce:"yeahmaybeIcouldbeyourride



home,causemyapartmentisalsosomewhere

thatside"

HepointstothedirectionIpointedin

Me:"Ialreadyhavearidehome,butthanksfor

theoffer"

Mnce:"isitanythinglikethat"

Hepointsatabeautifulmachine

Yonela:"wowIwaswonderingwhodrives

that...damnyoumustbeloaded"

Hechuckles,wowhedriveani8,unbelievable

Me:"wow..yohwellitnothingclosetothat"

Hegrins

Me:"butittakesmefromplacetoplace"

Hissmiledisappears,goodIcantolerate

Quinton'segobutnotanyoneelse's,speakof

thedevil,hecomesparkrightinfrontofme

almostknockingMncedisisincehewasabit



outofthepavement,butthatwasso

unnecessary,herevvedhiscarmakinganoise

girlsstartedscreamingforhim

Quinton:"Lisa,jumpon"

Me:"wellthat'smyride,bye...itwasnicemeeting

youMncedisi"

IhuggedYonela

Mnce:"I'dloveonetoo"

IwasabouttogivehimahugwhenQuinton

hootsthecarabit,andstartlesme

Quinton:"Idon'thavealldaywoman"

Ijumpedonandhespedoff,wedroveinsilence,

hedidn'thavetobesorude

Quinton:"howwasyourday?"

Iremainquiet

Hesighsloud

Quinton:"howlongareyouplanningongiving



methesilenttreatment?ComeonLisayou

haven'tsadawordsinceyesterday"

Me:....

Quinton:"pleasethesilenceiskillingme,Imiss

you,thebubblyyou,talktome,anythingtellme

whatcrazythingYonelamadeyoudotodaylike

alwaysorhowyourhumanrightslecturerwas

suchabore,please"

Isigh

Me:"I'mtired"

Heparksthecaratsomepark

Quinton:"okay..look,aboutwhatIsaidyesterday,

IdidmeanitLisa"

Ilookathimandhelookssincerelycute,Imean

honestsincerelyhonest

Quinton:"truthis,we'vebeenthroughalotLisa

andwestillgoingthroughsomestuff,you

alwaystheretosupportmeatmyweakestand



youalwaysheretocelebratewithmeatmy

happiest,Iloveyou,Iloveyouasmyveryown

sisterandafriend"

Whyismychestpainfulnow,coulditbehejust

brokemyheartbythoselastfewwords

Me:....

Quinton:"Ican'tloveyouanythingmoreLisa,I

loveandcareforyoutoomuch,you'veseenmy

pastrelationswithotherwoman,I'maheart

breakerandbreakingyourheartisthelastthing

Iwanttodo"

Iswallowthebiglumpinmythroat

Me:"oh..I...

Quinton:"okayletmeconfess,IloveyouI've

lovedyoufromtheveryfirstdayIsawyou,but

asIgottoknowyouIgrewtoloveyoueven

more,oneslitestmomentwhenyousadalways

breaksmeinside,andIknewifImakeamove

onyou,I'dmakeyousadallthetimecauseI



knowmyselftoowelllily,Ihurtpeople,specially

girls,manyhavetriedtogetintoaserious

relationshipwithmeandIhavealsotriedtoo

butitneverlasts,Ialwaysmessup....Idon't

wanttomessupwithyouandusbeing

anythingmorewoulddefinitelymessus

up...speciallynowthat..."

Hetrailsoff

Me:"speciallynowthat?"

Quinton:"rememberthestoryyoutoldmeabout

yourfather?"

Inod

Quinton:"thewayyourfather'skillerdied....

Hetrialsoffagain

Me:"yeah...

Hesighsthenshakeshishead

Quinton:uhmoh....wellitsjust...hedeservedit,I

hopehisrottinginhellnow"



Thatdoesnotsoundlikewhathewasaboutto

say,hewantedtosaysomethingelse...onething

aboutstudyinglaw,Icanreadpeople

Me:"Iguessso"

Quinton:"pleasecanwegobacktotheway

thingswere"

Me:"ofcause...I'msogladwetalkedabout

this...wellyoutalkedaboutthis"

Welaugh

Me:"fromnowon,let'sjuststicktothebondwe

hadgoingandbeingmyfakeboyfriend"

Quinton:"thatIagreewith"

WesmileateachotherthenshareahugImove

myheadfromhisshoulderandoureyesmeet

heplaceshisforeheadonmineandwelook

deepintoeachother'seyes

Quinton(whispers):"let'sgethomebub"

Ikisshisforehead



Me:"thatIagreewith"

.

.

.

.

.

.

pleasetrycommentingmore,Ilovereadingy'all

comments
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Wegothomeandwewerewelcomedbythe

smellofmouthwateringfood,weheadtothe

fridgefirstthingasusual,Igrabbedwaterand

Quintongrabbedanapple,weclosethefridge

withhimfollowingbehindmeasweheadtothe

sittingroom

Me:"heygrams"

Shewaslyingonthecouch

Grams:"senibuyile...niyahlalanokokwesiskolo

senu"(y'allback...yousuretakeyourtimeinthat

schoolofyours)

Quinton:"thisisvarsitygrams,sometimesthey



havenightclassessothisisprettyearly"

Grams:"mmh...youalsogotovarsity?"

Quinton:"yesgramsI'mcompletingmymasters

inAerospaceengineering,whileIworkparttime

inthefamilybusiness"

Grams:"that'snice...mayIhaveawordwithyou"

Quinton:"surethinggrams"

Hegoessitnexttoher,Ifollowandsitnextto

him

Grams:"inprivateplease"

Me:"oh...okay"

Igetupandgotakeanicewarmbathbythe

timeIgotintheroomQuintonwasalreadyin

theroom,IfelthiseyesonmybodyasIwas

lotioningmyself,Itookmypantyandsliditon

beforedroppingthetowelsothatIcanlotion

therestofmybody,Ihadmybackturnedon

himasIputonmynightdressthenheadto



bed,heseemeddistantlikehismindwas

somewhereelse

Me:"sooo?.....gramshuh?...she'squite

something..AmIright?"

Iwastryingmyluckforhimtotellmewhatthey

weretalkingabout

Helookedatmewithasmirk

Quinton:"justaskmewhatshesaid..andstop

roamingaroundbushes"

Ilaugh

Me:"Iwasnot....anditsnotroaming,its

beating...don'tbeataroundthebush.Goshyou

suckattheseidioms"

Welaugh

Quinton:"lookslikeI'llhavetoproposesoon"

Me:"wow...that'suhmniceIguess"

Hesighs



Quinton:"noitsnot,thiswillmeaninvolvingmy

familyforthelobolaandwhatnot,wecan't

affordtoexpandthislie"

Me:"okay...thisisbecomingamess...avery

costlymess"

Quinton:"doyoustillwannagoon?CauseI'm

stillwithyouhundredpercentlikeIsaid"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No...weneedsometimetothinkabout

this"

Quinton:"Icanorganiseafakefamily,Iknow

people"

Ilookathimforawhile,isheforreal,

Me:"that'sjustcrazy,whowouldagreetobe

yourfakefamily?"

Quinton:"I'mtellingyou..Iknowpeoplewho

knowpeoplewhoknowpeoplewhoknowme

whoIknow"



Ican'thelpbutlaugh

Me:"doyoureallythinkwecanpullitof?Imean

thisisaweddingwetalkingabout...Afake

wedding"

Hegivesmeareassuringlooknoddinghishead

Quinton:"wecan...allwehavetodoisconvince

gramstohaveareallysmallandintimate

weddingofonlyfamilyinachurch,nonofthose

traditionalbigweddingsandshit"

Me:"Eish..Ithinkthat'swhatshewants

though,thewholebigwhiteweddingwithpeople

fromtheneighborhoodandtraditional,allthe

works"

Quinton:"thatwillbetooriskyandwouldendup

fallingtowrongears"

Me:"youright,I'msureIcanconvinceherto

haveasmallwedding"

Therewassilencewebothdeepinourthoughts



,Ithinkwetakingthiswholethingwaytoofar

now

Me:"ohmy!"

Quinton(worried):"what?"

Me:"Iforgottoeat"

Quinton:"mxm,really?"

Ilaughathimthengodishup,Ifindgramsin

thesittingroomsoIfirstwalkuptoher

Me:"makhulu,uright?"

Sheshakesherhead

Grams:"aftermakingdinner,IgotdizzyandI

thinkIlostmyconsciousness,mybodyfroze

andIfell,itsgettingworseNana,myeyesare

givingmeproblems,whenIwastryingtoread

thebibleitbecameblurevenwithmyglasses

on,Ifallasleepalot"

She'sbreakingmyheart,howmanytimesdoes

onehearthavetobreakforittostophurtingso



much?I'mshattered

Me:"tomorrowwetakingyoutothedoctor"

Sheshookherhead

Grams:"nono,don't,thedoctortoldmethat

thesethingswouldhappentheyjustpartofthe

symptoms,afterItookmypillsIwasfine,don't

worryNanaI'llbefine"

Me:"howcanInotworrywhenyouaredying

rightinfrontofme?Ican'ttakeit,I'vehaditwith

peopleIcareofdyinginfrontofme,why?Why

me?WhydoIgettortured"

I'mangrythetearsarenotevencomingout

Grams:"don'tdothistoyourselflilyeverything

happensforareason"

Me:"whatcouldpossiblybethereasonforall

this?What?"

Shekeptquiet

Icalmedmyselfdown



Me:"didyoudrinkyourpillsnow?"

Shenods

Grams:"Lisa,IlikethisQuintonofyours,he

lovesyousomuchitsjusttoovisibletheway

y'allloveeachother,he'sagoodboyandhe'ddo

anythingtoprotectyou,but..."

Shetrailsoff

Me:"what'swrongmakhulu?"

Grams:"Idon'tknowIfeellikeIshouldn'ttrust

him,there'ssomethingnotrightwithhisblood,

hegivesmegoosebumps,apartofmefears

him....Idon'tknowwhy"

Me:"ookay...youscaringme,Idon'tknow,well

Quintondoeshavequiteanintimidating

persona,itsjustthewayheis....itsoneofthe

thingsthatmademefallinlovewithhim"

Welaugh

Grams:"Iguessifitdoesn'tbotheryouthenyou



ingoodhands,justaslongashedoesn'tever

layahandonyou..ngobandiyovukaencwabeni

tanaakheazamenjeyenauyandibona"(I'llrise

fromthegrave,heshouldjusttry,hewillseeme)

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"ayiletmedishupforus...ubusow'dlile

wenamakhulu?"(Haveyoueatenalready

grams?)

Shenods

Me:"okay,youwillswitchoffthelightswhen

yougotobedke..goodnight"

Grams:"goodnightNana"

IdishupalotformyselfsinceI'llsharewith

QuintonItaketwospoonsthenheadtothe

room

Me:"Igotussomedzinarr"

Iwasexpectinghimtolaughorsomethingbut

hehadasadface,Iautomaticallybecamesad



tooandmyheartsank,Iputthefoodonthe

tablethengotinsidethecovers

Me:"pennyforthoughts?"

Heremainedquiethewasburiedinhis

thoughts,Iturnedhisfacetolookatme,he

lookedmywaybutcouldn'tgiveeyecontacthe

islookingdown

Me:"whythelongface,whathappened?"

Hesighsheavily

Quinton:"Ijustgotacallfromthehospital"

Me:"isyourmomokay,ohGodpleasetellme

she'sokay"

Heshookhisheadhislipscurvedupsidedown

Imoveclosertohim

Me:"whathappened?"

Quinton:"she'snotgettinganybetter,theysay

shehadaseizureandtheysayifshecontinues



likethisshemightneedaheartdonor"

Myheartbrokeintoamillionpeaces,the

glassesthathadformedinhiseyesbreakand

oneteardropsfollowedbytwo,Ipulledhiminto

myembracethat'swhenheletitallouthe

brokedown,Icouldn'tholdbackmineanymore

sowecriedtogetherineachothersarms

Me:"don'tcryQ,everythingwillbeokay,you'll

see"

Hesatupstraightthenmademesitontopof

himmylegsoneithersideofhisthighs,we

staredintoeachother'sweteyes

Quinton(,breakingvoice):"Idon'tthinkso

Liss...IthinkI'mloosingherthistime"

Me:"comeonQuintonhavealittlefaith,they

saidshemightneedadonorwhichmeansshe

canstillfightthis,remembermydream?"

Henods



Me:"mydreamsareusuallywarningsorsigns

ofsomethingthatmighthappen"

Quinton:"soyoucanlikeseethefuture?Likea

sangomaorsomething?"

Me:"Notexactlythefutureno,butIknowwhen

somethingtragicisgoingtohappen...Now

backtomypoint....rememberIsaidyourmom

wasblockedbymistandyoucouldn'tsave

her?"

Henods

Me:"wellitwasn'tthewhitemistweknowitwas

black....rememberIsaidyousaidaprayerand

themistvanished"

Henods

Me:"whatI'msayingis,sticktoprayerQuintonI

knowyounotastrongbelieverbutpleasekeep

infaith,Godistheanswer,tellyou

what,everydaywhenwewakeupandbeforewe

sleepwewillpraytogetherforyourmother's



healthforhertobehealed...okay?"

Hesmilesandwipesmytears

Quinton:"andalsoforyourgrandmothertoo,if

youbelieveGodcanhealmymomthenIbelieve

hecanhealyourgrandmothertoo"

Ismileathimandwipehistears,hepullsmein

forahug,whichsentshiversallovermy

body,thelongerthehuggotthemoremyheart

beateduncontrollablyandbeingontopofhis

dickmadethingsworse,soIletgocauseI'm

startingtolooseit,hecuppedmyfaceand

boughtitclosetohimthenpeckedmylips,he

lookedatmelikehismemorizingmyfacethen

peckedmykipsagainandagainweendedup

kissingpassionatelyheflippedmeoverandgot

ontopofme,hestartedrubbingmypunani

makingmemoan,hestoppedhelookedatme

andsmiledthenitdisappeared

Quinton(whisper):"I'msorry"



Me(whisper):"don'tbe,please"

IwantedhimtocarryonIneededhim

Quinton:"IIcan'tdothis,I'msorry"

Me:"why?"

Hegotoffmeandswitchedofthelampbutthe

lightintheroomwasstillon

Quinton:"goodnightliss"

Hekissesmycheekthenturnshisbackonme

Me:"wow"

IgotupandwenttoputmyplateawayIlostmy

appetitethenheadedbacktosleep,Iputa

pillowbetweenus,ifthat'showhewantsitthen

that'showhe'llgetit

*******

Ifeltthepillowmove,hecamecloserand

wrappedhimselfaroundme..Ilethim,whycan't

westayawayfromeachother,itslikesome



powerfulsourceispullingustoeachotherand

anotherweaksourceispushingusapart,he

kissesthebackofmyneck

Quinton(whisper):"goodnightbub"

.

.

.

.

.

themorethecommentsthemorelikelyIpost

againtonight
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LISA

I'mputonmyoffshouldershortplaysuitwith

blackandwhitestripesandanklewhite

boots,fixedmyfaceandhair

"LisaI'mleavingyouforrealnow!"

Me:"I'mcoming,I'mdone!"

Iappliedlipstickgrabbedmybagthenranout

healreadystartedthecar

IgotinthendrovetoschoolratherslowlythanI

anticipatedasthetrafficwashectic,lookedlike

therewasanaccident



Quinton:"Dammit"

Hehitthewheelhardmakingthecarhoot

Me:"greatI'llmissmyfirstclass"

Quinton:"thisisallyourfault"

Me:"excuseme,youtheonewhodidn'twantto

wakeupwhenitwasprayertime,tookyou

twentyminutestowakeup"

Hechuckled

Quinton:"butyoutheonewhotookhoursinthe

showerandonthemirror"

Me:"ifyoudidn'tbattleinwakingupwe

wouldn'tbehere,youtookupmostofthetime"

Quinton:"andhowlongdoyoupray..awhole

thirtyminutes?"

Me:"ohsonowI'mwrongforbeingspiritual?

Thatshouldn'tevenbeanissue"

Quinton:"Iknowitsforagoodcausebut



seriouslylookwhereweatnow?"

Me:"don'tpinthisonprayerQuinton,youalso

tookyourownsweettimeintheshower,busy

singingatthetopofyouhorriblevoice...

Hegaspsandlooksatmeindisbelief

Me:"thatsrightIsaidit!HorribleItellyou...then

youleftyourunderwearjustlayingtherewith

noonetowashandhangthenontopofthatthe

widowswereclosedthebathroomwassooo

steamyandyoudidn'tevenbothertowipethe

floor.....somebeingyourmaidright?Ihadto

cleanupafteryoubeforeIcantakeashower,

thenIcalledyoutowashyourundieswhichI

doubtyouhangthemoutsideoranyofyour

towels,Idon'tknowhowmanytimesmustI

preachthesamethingtoyouoverandover

againthesunisoutnjeformahalabutnoooo

Quinton'sunderwearcan'tbehangedoutside

huh,doyouknowhowwetthingsinsidethe

housemakeanunpleasantsmell?theyneed



freshairwehQuintonoobutdoyoueverlisten?

No!nowIshouldberunningafteryoulikea

Nanny.....Soifyouwonderingwhatmadeus

late,thinkaboutthat!"

Hewasholdinghisasifhehasaheadache

whileshakinghishead

Quinton(mumbling):"wenotevenfakemarried

yetyoohh"

Ihuff

Me:"arghyousuchabimbo"

Quinton:"finally!Peace....geezyoucantalk

woman"

Me:"ungandiqheliQuinton"(don'tmesswithme)

Quinton:"yeahwhatever...stillyourfaultthough"

Hechuckles

Ifeellikestranglingthatsmugofhiscuteface!



Nx

Me:"oneofthesedaysI'llmurderyou!"

Hejustlaughedatme

Yeahthatwasanargumentbytheway

Ifoldmyarmsandlookoutthewindow

Ifeelhishandsqueezingmythigh

Quinton:"okayI'msorryIshouldn'thavepined

thisonyou...let'sjustsayitstheaccidentsfault

okay?"

Me:"whateverdude"

Quinton:"thisoutfitistoorevealing"

Me:"so?itshotnje"

Quinton:"thatdoesn'tmeanwalkaround

naked...Ihopeyounotdressedlikethisbecause

ofthatboyyouwerestandingwiththeother

day"

Me:"Mncedisi?ohplease.....anditsnonofyour



businesswhoIfishfor"

Quinton:"mmmh"

Silencefilledthecar

Me:"mxm,soweren'tIsupposedtomeetEnhle

yesterday?"

Quinton:"ItoldherthiscomingweekendI'lltake

ustoadate,fordinnerjustthethreeofus"

Me:"that'snicethatwayshewon'tevenmeet

grams"

Quinton:"exactly"

Hesayspointingatme

Me:"butI'llbelikeathirdwheel"

Helaughed

Quinton:"exactly"

Hepointedatmeagain

Me:"y'allbebusykissingandgigglingasifI'm

notthere"



Quinton:"exact.....

Me:"finishthatwordandyou'llseemytrue

colours"

Isaidannoyedhejustlaughedatmeandturned

upthevolumeourfavouritesongcameonand

westartedsingingalong

Him:"yoush"

Me:"whatupkells"

Him:"Wannaintroduceyoutothisgirl.ThinkI

reallylovethisgirl."

Me:"yeah?"

Him:"Manshe'ssofine"

Me:"straightupdawg"

Him:"Shestandsabout5'4",CocaCola,red

bone"

Me:"Damn!"

Him:"ShedrivesablackDurango



Licenseplatesay"Angel".

Me:"What?"

Him:"Tattooonherankle

Plusshe'smakingpesos.......Gotacribon

Peachtree"Me:"Peachtree?"

Him:"Righton17thstreet

AndIcallher"TeTe".

Me:"Waitaminuteholdondog.Doshegota

kid?"

Him:"yep"

Me:"Shelovessomewafflehouse?"

Him:"yep"

Me:"Doshegotabeautymarkontheleftside

ofhermouth?"

Him:"man!"

Me:"WenttoGeorgiaTech?"



Him:"yep"

Me:"worksforTBS?"

Him:"yep"

Me:"ManIcan'tbelievethisshit.Damn!"

Wegotincampusandheswitchesitoff

Me:"ohcomeoncouldn'tweatleastfinishthe

song"

Quinton:"welateLissnowgetyousexyassoff

mycarIneedtogettomycampus"

Ihuff,hekissesmycheek,thenIheadtoclass,I

won'tevenbeginexplaininghowhecticschool

is,Ialreadyhavetwoassignmentsdueinfour

weekstime,wewerewaitingforourlastclass

sowewerenowtakingawalkaroundcampus

Yonela:"girldidyouseehowhotLiamis?Can't

believehe'sSouthAfricanyethiscomingfrom

overseas,didyounoticehislightbrownhazel

eyes?He'ssmoothcaramelskin?Thebody,you



canjustseethatthisguyisusedtopickingup

heavythings...hiscar?"

Me:"dude,Inoticed,Igiveittohimshamethe

niggarishot",

Yonela:"youshould'veseenallthehealthy

thingsheboughtyesterday,hissocautious

aboutwhatgoesinhismouth,Ithinkhespent

5000randonjusttenitems"

Me:"yoohhe'sloadedhey"

Yonela:"girldidn'tyounoticetheswag?Thecar?

Loadedisanunderstatementthedudeisfilthy

rich,Icanjustimaginetheplacehecallsan

apartment,mustbeabigmansion"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"yahnehhe'slivingthelife...don'tworry

friendwe'llalsogetthere"

Yonela:"IthinkI'minloveLisa"

Istopandlookatheramazedshestopstoo



Me:"downgirl!"

Yonela:"forreal,he'severythingI'veever

dreamedofandyesterdaywhenheaskedmeto

helphimwithhisgroceriesthenweateat

steersitfelt...

Me:"likeyouwereacouple?"

Shenodshappily

Yonela:"Ithinkshelikesmetoo"

Me:"wow,thatsnice"

Apartofmegotdisappointed,Idon'tknowwhy

Yonela:"Ibetterworkonmymovebeforethese

bitchessnatchhim"

Ifakealaugh

Me:"youdothat,crazygirl...wouldyoulookat

thetimeweshouldgettoclass"

Wewenttoclassshewasgoingonandon

aboutthisMncedisidude,shereallylikes



him,finallythedaywasoverIwaitedwithyonela

wherewewaitforanubertopickherupand

Quintontopickmeup,theubercamefirst

Me:"aawwyougoingfirsttoday"

Yonela:"sorrygirl,lookslikeyou'llgetto

experiencehowlonelyIgetwhenQuintonpicks

youupfirst"

Welaughandhugthenshedrivesaway,Iwait

forliketwentyminutesandstillnoQuintonsoI

callhim,hepicksupafterI'vetriedhimtwice

Me:"wherethehellareyou,itsgettinglatedark

andemptyhere"

Quinton:"ohshit,Ididn'trealisethetime"

"Babywho'sthat?"

Ihearawomaninthebackground

Me:"don'ttellmeyouwithagirlwhileI'm

waitinghere!?"

Quinton:"Lisa,I'msosorry,pleasecallanuber,



causeI'msofaranditwill..."

Me:"fuckyouQuinton.Nx!"

Idropthecallandscreamabitoutof

frustrationandstompmyfeet

can'tbelieveheditchedmeforpussy

Me:aaaaarrrrgggh

motherfuckeerrrssvdhvchvsvsvgsbshxvhshbk"

"Whoa..whatisthat?"

Ilookatthebeautyparkedinfrontofme

Mnce:"itsreallygettingdangerousouthere,fora

beautifulLadylikeyourselfthisplaceisnot

safe"

Me:"wellthanksforstatingtheobvious"

Mnce(chuckles):"canIpleasegiveyoualift?"

Me:"what'sinitforyou?"

Iraisemybrow

Helaughs



Mnce:"don'tworryyoudon'thavetogiveme

anythingyoudon'twanttogiveme"

Ismilethengetinside,hespeedsoff,damnhis

carsmellssofreshandrich

Mnce:"sohowareyoubeautiful?"

Me:"I'mgoodIguess"

Mnce:"whathappenedtoyourride?"

Me:"arghIdon'twannatalkaboutit"

Mnce:"okay,isthatyourboyfriend?"

Me:"whichone?"

Mnce:"theguywhopickedyouupyesterday?"

Me:"nohe'sjustafriend"

Henods,hehasn'tlookedatmeevenaglance,I

can'thelpbutstareathisstrongarmsholding

thewheelandthesideofhisface,he'sneatly

trimmedbearedthatlinesuptohistrimmed

haircut



Mnce:"soyourboyfriendlivesaroundhere?"

Me:"Idon'thaveaboyfriend"

Heglancesatmethenattheroadquickly,a

smileformsonhisface

Mnce:"abeautifulgirllikeyou,single?Idon't

believeit"

Me:"betterbelieve"

Mnce:"thenwehavetodosomethingabout

that"

Me:"we?"

Hechuckles

Mnce:"notrightawaythough"

Me:"areyouaskingtobemyboyfriendmister?"

Helaughs

Mnce:"ifIwas,wouldyousayyes?"

Ilaugh



Me:"No"

Mnce:"ouch...thenIwasn't"

Welaugh

Mnce:"canIatleasttakeyououtfordinner

sometime?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Mnce:"please,I'mbegginghere"

Me:"sinceyoubegging...I'llthinkaboutit"

Mnce:"Icanlivewiththat,canyounotkeepme

waiting"

Me:"IcantakeaslongasIwant"

Hechuckles

Mnce:"ofcausethat'swhatImeant"

Ilaughathim

Me:"afterthenextthreehousesismystop"

Hestopsthecarbythegate,IseeQuintonis



alreadyhome,wellMncedisitooktheverylong

wayhere

Mnce:"youlivewithyourfriend?"

Me:"yeah,he'smyroommate"

Hefrowns

Mnce:"Idon'tknowhowIfeelaboutthat"

Me(angrily):"itsnotforyoutojudgeorfeel

anyhow,ifyouhaveaproblemthendealwith

it,causeyoudon'tknowhalfofthestoryand

youalreadyfeelthings"

Heraiseshisbrowshocked

Mnce:"Ididn'tmeanitlikethat...pleaseI'm

sorry,itsjustIwasshocked..I'msorryitsnotmy

placetojudgepleaseforgiveme"

Me:"Ihatepeoplewhomakeuptheirown

conclusionswithoutknowingthewholestory"

Mnce:"itwaswrongofme,andIapologize"



Isighandcalmmyselfdown

Me:"itsokay,youforgiven"

Hetouchesmyhandwhichwasonmy

thigh,takesitandkissesit,myheartsmelts

Mnce:"thankyouletmemakeitupto

you,tomorrowafterclassesI'llpickyouup"

Me:"uhm,Idon'tknow,inthemiddleofthe

week?"

Mnce:"justforashorttime"

WelookedateachotherforawhileIsighed

Me:"IguessI'mtoocurioustosayno"

Hesmilesshowingallhisperfectteeth

Mnce:"canIhaveyournumber...please"

Igivehimmyphonehedialshisnumberthen

callshimself

Mnce:"sowhatshouldIsaveitas?Futurebae?



futurewifey?futuremaybe?"

Weburstintolaughter,thewayhequotedthat

fromthesongmidnightstaring

Me:"whateversuitsyou"

Mnce:"futurewifeyitis"

He'scrazy

Ilaughandopenthedoor

Me:"byeMncedisi"

Mnce:"goodnightbeautiful"

IclosethedoorIstandbythegateandwatch

himspeedoff.

Iheadinside,Iseehimbythesittingroomjust

watchingtheblankscreenandmybloodboils

astheangercomesback,helooksatme

Quinton:"Lisa..oohhI'msogladyousafe"

Me:"areyou!?"

Istormofftotheroom,hecomesinasIwas



undressingabouttogotakeashower

Quinton:"look,Lisaletmeexplain.."

Iwrapmytowel

Me:"noneedforthat"

Iwalktothebathroomandgetinsidethe

shower,thedooropens

Quinton:"Enhlecalledmeshetoldmeshehada

problemanditsoundedsourgentsoIdroveto

herandendedupnotattendingmylast

class,shewasinacaraccident"

Myeyeswidenfeelingsorryforher,butthenI

rememberinthebackgroundshesoundedfine.

Quinton:"butitwasaminorthingshebummed

acarwhileshewasparkinghercarshedidn't

gethurt,soafterthatIwasangryatherfor

callingmeforsomethingsoridiculous,Itook

hertoherplace,sheapologisedandonething

ledtoanother,Itotallylosttrackoftime"



Me:"noyoudidn'tloosetrackofTimeyouforgot

aboutme"

Ifeelmyheartbreak,itsdoingthatalot

nowadays

IheartheshowerslideopenandIfeelhim

behindme,hehuggedme,luckilyhiswearinghis

briefs

Quinton:"I'msosorryLiss,Ididn'tmeantohurt

you"

AfewtearsescapemyeyesasIfeelbutterflies

inmytummy

IturntofacehimAndwehugintenselyasthe

waterhitsourbodyhepicksmeupandwrap

mylegsaroundhimhepinsmeagainstthewall

hemoveshisfacecloserIstophim

Me:"wecan'tdothis"

Quinton:"justonekiss"

Me:"pleaseputmedown"



Heoutsmedown

Me:"Quinton,wefriends,friendsdon'tdothese

kindofthings,youmadeitclearthatyouonly

andeverwilllovemeasasister,thisisnothow

brotherstreattheirsisters,thishastostop,I

can'ttakeitanymore,youmakemetoo

weak,andwecantbefriendswithbenefits,I

don'tbelieveinthat"

Hesighs

Quinton:"youright...I'msorry,IjustIcan't

resist....I'llkeepmydistance,I'msorry"

Wegazeateachother

Me:"ifwearoundthehousewecantoucheach

otherlikethatandstuffforgramstowalkinon

usorhearus"

Henodswecarryonbathingtogether,laughing

andsinging

Wenowallfreshenedupandinoursleepwear



Me:"letuspray"

Wekneeldownnexttothebedholdeachothers

handsandstartprayingweprayedforquitea

while

Us:"Amen"

IlookathimandhehadtearsIwipedthemthen

wegotinbed

Hewasnowtellingmehisfunnyunrealistic

stories

Me(laughing):"howolddoyouthinkIamQ"

Helaughed

Quinton:"I'mserious,Ireallydidpunchhimhe

flewacrosstheeverywallofeveryclassallthe

waytothethirdclass"

Ilaughedevenharderheissoserious

Myphonerangwhilewewerelaughing

Me(laughing):"hello"



"Someoneisinagoodmood"

Iadjustedmyself

Me:"ohMncedisi?"

Mnce:"orfuturehubby"

Igiggled,Quintonlookedatmewithhisone

browupIrolledmyeyesathim

Me:"whyyoucallingsolate?"

Mnce:"Ijustwantedtosaygoodnight"

Me:"goodnight"

Mnce:"okaythetruthisIjustwantedtohear

yourvoice"

Me:"Iknewit"

Igiggledagain,what'supwithme

Quintonclearshisthroat

Me:"nowyouheardit"

Mnce:"yeah,sleeptightbeautifulanddream



aboutme"

Me:"I'lltrybutnopromises"

IhangupandlookedatQuinton

Quinton:"whowasthat?"

Ilaugh

Me:"noone"

Quinton:"newboyfriend?"

Me:"Isaidnoone"

Hesquirtshisbrows

Quinton:"wehidingthingsnow"

Igetinthecoversandturnmybackonhim

giggling,heturnsmeandstartspokingmy

tummymakingmelaugh

Me:"stop"

Hecontinued

Quinton:"firsttellmewhowasit!?"



HewasnowticklingmeI'mlaughing

uncontrollablyhisontopofme

Me(laughing):"okayokayI'lltellyou!!"

Hestoppedandgotoffme

Me:"he'sanewtransferstudent,hegavemea

lifttodaywhenyouforgotme"

Hissmiledisappears

Quinton:"pleasestopputtingitlikethat"

Me:"sorry,butyeah"

Quinton:"what'shisname?"

Me:"Mncedisi"

Quinton:"from?"

Me:"ayibowhat'swiththe3rddegreequestions

"

Quinton:"comeonfillmeuponthedetails

phelachommie"

Iburstintolaughter



Me:"yohayingeke...goodnightchommie"

Hegroanedandweslept,goshthisdudecan't

sleepproperly,itseitherhisalloverthebedor

histangleduponme,yesterdayhealmost

pushedmeoffthebed

*******

"don'tbescaredbaby....I'llalwaysprotectyou"

"baleka....run!!"

***

Iopenedmyeyedwidemyheartbeatingfast

againmyribcage...okayIwasn'tevenindeep

sleepyet..butIheardhisvoice..Imovedcloser

andsnuggledonQuinton,hehadhisbackon

me,hefeltmyhandthensqueezeditgently,I

sleptpeacefullyafterthat

.

.

.
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LISA

Yonela:"sohow'sthewholepretendboyfriend

thinggoingsofar?"



Isigh

Me:"don'tevenask"

Yonela:"thatbad?WellitwasmyideasoI

deservetoknow"

Me:"everythingisslowlybecomingamess,

gramsextendedherstay,andIdon'tthinkshe's

leavinganytimesoon"

Yonela:"ohno,thatcan'tbegood,why?"

Me:"shewantsQuintontoproposesowecan

getmarriedASAP"

Herjawdrops

Weonlyhadtwoclassestoday,wecameout

earlybutwestillchillingincampusbuythe

bench

Yonela:"ohno!ThismightberiskythanI

thought"

Me:"tellmeaboutit,nowwewillneedafake

familyfornegotiationsandaverysmallfake



wedding"

Shehitsmyshoulderwithhereyespoppedout

Me:"ouch"

Yonela:"dude,thisisadisaster,themorepeople

y'allinvolvethemoredangerousthisbecomes"

Me:"tellmesomethingIdon'tknow"

Yonela:"justcomecleanwithyourgrams

girl,thentellheryoudon'twanttogetmarried

shemustjustforgiveyoufornotbeingableto

fulfillherwish"

Me:"areyoucrazy?Afterwe'vecomethisfar

withthiswholepretendingthing,itwillcrushher

thatIliedtoher,shewon'tbeabletohandlethe

truth,she'lldieearliercauseofheartattack,

No,anythingbutthetruth"

Yonela:"shit,okayjusttellhery'allnotreadyfor

marriage"

Me:"triedthat,didn'twork"



Yonela:"doyouthinky'allcanpulloffthe

weddingwithoutanyoneknowing?"

Me:"Isurehopeso"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Yonela:"don'tyoufeelalittleremorseaboutall

this,Iknowyoustudyinglawbutsincewhen

haveyoubecomethisresistanttolying,itslike

younotevenabitworriedaboutthiswhole

thing"

Howcanshesaythat

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou,youtheonewhocame

upwiththisbigbrilliantidea,nowyouhere

tellingmeIshouldbefeelingbadaboutthis?

Pleasedon'tstartwithme"

Yonela:"andIregretevercomingupwiththe

idea,Ithoughtitwouldonlybeafewdays,your

gramsleavesandyoucarryonwithlife,Ididn't

knowshe'dforcemarriageevenwithyourfake

boyfriend"



Me:"thatmakesthethreeofus,wealsodidn't

know,butheyitshappeningandwejusthaveto

gowiththeflow"

Shesighs

Yonela:"sowherearey'allgoingtogetafamily

forQuinton?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"namandaz(Ialsodon'tknow)hesaidhe

knowspeoplewhoknowpeoplewhoknow

peoplewhoknowhimwhoheknows"

Shelaughed

Yonela:"Ibethesaiditexactlylikethat"

Me:"youknowhim"

Yonela:"didhetellyouthereasonwhyhe

fetchedyoulateyesterday?"

Me:"mxmdidheevenfetchmeatall?"

Shegasps



Yonela:"what?Why?"

Me:"causeofhisgirlfriend"

Yonela:"yohheditchedyouforhisgirlfriend?

Hemustreallylovethisgirl,Ihavetomeether"

Me:"mxm,I'mmeetingherthiscomingweekend,

heeyyyoushouldcomewithmeIcan'tdeal

withbeingathirdwheelspeciallyforQuinton"

Yonela:"Iwonderhowlongwillittakefory'allto

realisey'allreallyloveeachother,itscuteathow

blindy'allarebutsometimesitsheartbreaking

likerightnow"

Me:"mxmthere'snoloveheretrustme..."

Yonela:"sowhatdidyouendupgoinghome

withyesterday?"

Me:"ohuhmIkindabumpedintoLiam"

Shelooksatmeshocked

Yonela:"hegaveyouaride?"



Inod

Yonela:"aand?"

Me:"nothing"

Yonela:"ohcomeon,hedidn'tsayanything....

aboutme?"

Me:"wedidn'ttalkmuch"

Yonela:"justlikehowhedidn'ttalkmuchthe

timeIwaswithhim...Ithoughthewouldatleast

askformynumberbutdololo"

Me:"oh..youwanthisnumber?"

Yonela:"durhdidhegiveyou?"

Me:"yeah...thereletmegiveittoyou"

Yonela:"wowsoheaskedforyournumber?"

Me:"yeah,butitsnotlikeIwantedit....082...

Yonela:"No,Idon'twantit,itsobvioushewants

younotme"

Me:"don'tbelikethat,Idon'twanthimanyway



I'vegotwaytoomuchgoingonforme"

Yonela:"Ibetheevenaskedyouout?"

Ilookedawayfromher

Yonela:"andyouagreed?"

Iremainedquiet

Yonela:"soyoudowanthim,forthefactyou

eventookhisnumber,wow"

Me:.....

Yonela:"afterItoldIIthinkI'minlove...Itsokay

youcanhavehim,tothinkIevenbrokeupwith

Chrislastnight"

Me:"youdidwhat?"

Yonela:"yeap,itwasallfornothing,thanksalot

friend"

Me:"comeonyonelaI'mnotevendatingtheguy

andIdidn'tevenagreetothatstupiddatehe

askedme"



Yonela:"didyouturnhimdown?"

Me:"wellIstillhavemuchpowertoturnhim

down"

Yonela:"you'ddothat?"

Me:"ofcauseifyoulovehimsomuch,Idon't

seewhynot"

Shesmiles

Yonela:"youknowwhat,don'tturnhimdown,

youcanturnthatdateto'operationhookup

yonela'"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"ifthat'swhatyouwant,yougotit"

Yonela:"youthebest!"

Wehugged

Yonela:"let'sgetgoing,thesunisblazing"

Wewalkedoutoftheschoolpremises

Mncedisi'scarparkedrightinfrontofus,shit



Hegetsoutandcomestowardsus

Him:"ladies"

Yonela:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Him:"howarey'all?"

Yonela:"wegood"

Me:"fine"

Itotallyforgotabouthimpickingmeuptoday

Him:"soreadytogo...futurewifey?"

Ohno,tellmehedidnotjustcallmethatnono

no

Me:"uhmmm....

Yonela:"ohfuturewifey?"

Ilookather

Yonela:"wow"

Shestormsoff



Me:"yonela!Wait!"

Iattempttogoafterherwhenhestopsme

Mnce:"didIsayordosomethingwrong...if

so,I'msorry"

Isighdefeated

Me:"no...youdidnothingwrong,let'sjustgo"

HetookmetoSandeckhotelinsandton

Me:"wow,thisplaceisbeautiful"

Mnce:"forabeautifulLady,youdeservetobe

takentobeautifulplaces"

Wewalkedinsideandtookthestairsthenwe

wereinsomeroom,thisisthemostbeautiful

placeI'veeverseen

Me:"Wow,thisis...wow"

Heputshisarmovermyshoulder

Mnce:"I'mgladyouloveit,thisiswhereI'm

stayingtillIgetaplace"



Me:"oh,didn'tyousayyouhaveanapartment?"

Mnce:"thisisit..fornow..comeletmeshowyou

wherewe'llbechilling"

Wewentouttothebalcony,ohmythisplace

getsevenmoremorebeautiful,there'sanice

poolorisitajacuzzi?Beautifulpoolcouches

andabraaiareaalsoanicetablethatwas

alreadydecoratedwithtwoglassesandabottle

ofchampagneandabunchoffancyfoodI

didn'tknow

Me:"IthoughtIwasstillthinkingaboutthe

date?"

Hechuckled

Mnce:"ohthis..thisisnothinglikethat,itsjust

memakingupforbeingajerkyesterday"

Me:"wowifthisishowyouapologiseforbeing

ajerk..boyyoushouldbeajerkallthetime"

HeburstsintolaughterandIjoinin



Hepullsouttheseatforme

Me:"mmhgentleman"

Mnce:"Itry"

Hepreparedsomefancyfoodforus,Idon'teven

knowthenameofhalfthethingsinthistable

,onlyrecognizedthechicken

Me:"uhmthisalllooks....healthy"

Mnce:"waituntilyoutrythisSalt-and-Pepper

ChickenwithSpringQuinoaPilaf"

WhatthefuckdidhejustsaytheonlythingI

understoodinthatsentenceischicken,wow

Me:"mmmhokay"

SuchasmallportionIdon'tthinkweeatingto

getfullhere

Me:"areyoudonedishingup?"

Mnce(chuckles):"yeah..digin"

ForkandknifeokayIcandothis..itsforkon



rightandknifeonleft?ItrieditandI

strangled,thisissoembarrassing

Mnce:"comeletmehelpyouwiththat"

Hegetsupandwalkstowardsmehestands

nexttomethenbendsdownhewrapshisarms

aroundmethetakesmyhandsmakingthem

switchtheknifetotherightandtheforktothe

left,Icantevenconcentratewithhimbreathing

oncheekIcanhearmyownheartbeatI'msure

hecanhearittoothewayitssoloud

Mnce:"thenyouholdthechickenwiththefork

whileyoucutwithyourright"

Hehelpsmecut,hisarmsaresostrong,his

colognemmmhlordhavemercy

Mnce:"justlikethat....yougotit?"

Heasksaswestareateachotherstillholding

me

Me(whisper):"yeah,Igotit"



Hedoesn'ttakehiseyesoffme,Ifeelmyface

automaticallymovingcloser,myeyesgluedto

hispinkishlips,ournosestouchIpountmylips

readytokisshim

Ifeelhimbrushmylipswithhisfinger

Mnce:"Iwantustosaveit,forthedate?"

IsmileasIfeelmycheeksheatup

Me:"youmeantheoneI'mstillthinkingabout?"

Mnce:"thatstheone,Saturdaynight?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Idon'tthinkitsagoodidea"

Hemovesawayandsitsonhisseat

Mnce:"whynot?ImeanyousingleI'msingle,so

muchincommon"

Ilaugh

Me:"reallynow?.....wellitsjustmyfriendreally

likesyoualot"

Hecreaseshisbrowstogether



Mnce:"sorrybutI'mstraightnjengeruler

mshana"(asaruler)

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"nonomannotthatfriend,theotherone

Yonela"

Helaughs

Mnce:"oohhhbesindithukilemfondini"(you

scaredmeman)

Mnce:"butIreallylikeyou.....don'tgetmewrong

Ilikehershe'sreallycuteandbubbly,butI

alwayshadmyeyesonyoufromthevery

start,andIwouldlovetotakeyouout"

Isigh

Me:"lookLee....

Hechuckles

Me:"what?"

Mnce:"nothing,Ijustlikethewayyoucalledme"



IsmilemycheeksaresoliterallyonfireIswear

Me:"anywayasIwassayingLee...

Hehasabigchildishsmileplasteredonhis

facemakingmelaugh

Me:"goshnowIforgotwhatIwasgoingtosay!"

Welaughed

Mnce:"youweregonnasay..ohwhatthe

heck,Leelet'sdothis!"

Iburstintolaughteratthewayhewastalking

likeagirl

Me:"Idon'tsoundlikethat"

Mnce:"wantproof?"

Me:"shutup!"

Ijustindulgedinmyfoodandittastesso

good,myeyeswouldliterallycloseasIenjoy

everybite,butitfinishedinjustafewminutes

Me:"isthishowmuchyoueatallthetime?"



Henods

Me:"doyouevengetfull?"

Mnce:"yeah,it'snotaboutbeingfull,itsabout

beingsatisfied"

Hepoursussomechampagne

Mnce:"thisshallfillyouup"

ItaketheglassIusuallyseeonTVhowslow

theydrinkandhowtheyshouldholdthe

glass,towardsthebaseofthestembetween

yourthumb,forefingerandmiddlefinger.Ilook

athowhe'sholdingitYepjustlikethem,thisguy

istoofancyIdon'tthinkIcouldreachhis

standardsIfeellikeI'llhavetolevelupwithhim

allthetime

Itakeasipthenputitdown

Mnce:"Moët&ChandonImpérialRosé"

Me:"huh?"

Mnce:"that'sthenameofthechampaign,do



youlikeit?"

Me:"oh...yeah,Iloveit,itssofruity"

Mnce:"Ithoughtyou'dlikeit"

Wecontinuedtalkingandlaughing,wearenow

standingbytheparapetofthebalconylooking

atthebreathtakingview

Me:"sotellmeLee...whatbringsyoubackto

SouthAfricaifyousayyougrewupinEngland?

"

Mnce:"theweatherthereisfreezingcold"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohplease..I'mserious"

Mnce:"justkidding,wellitskindofafamily

thing"

Me:"wannatellmeaboutit?"

Hesighs

Mnce:"Ihavetopreparemyselftotakeover



familybusinesses"

Typicalrichkids

Me:"youdon'tsoundsoexcitedaboutit?"

Mnce:"Iam,itsjustthere'sthingsI'mforcedto

dobeforeIcantakeover"

Me:"andyoudon'tlikethosethings?"

Heshakeshishead

Mnce:"atall"

Me:"aretheyillegal?"

Heshakeshishead

Mnce:"notatall"

Me:"areyougoingtotellmewhattheyare?"

Mnce:"wellfirstofallIhavetospendmywhole

lifewithsomeone....

Thedoorbellrings,disturbinghim

Mnce:"probablyroomserviceletmegogetit"



Hedisappearsinside,Idecidetogetmyphone

frommybag

Me:"whoa!!"

Somanymissedcallsfiftythreeallfrom

Quinton,Iimmediatelycallhimhepicksup

Quinton(worried):"Lisaareyouokay,ohmyGod

whereareyouareyousafeItriedcallingyouI

evensentabunchoftexts,itwasgettinglateI

evencalledyonelashesaidsomeguypicked

youup,pleasetellmeyousafe"

Me:"Quinton!Calmdown,I'msafe"

Heisbreathingheavily

Quinton:"ohmylily,Iwassooooooooosososo

worriedaboutyou,ifsomethinghadhappenedI

thinkIwould'vecommittedsuicide"

Ilaughalil

Me:"I'mtotallyfine,andstopwithyourdrama

yoohhh"



Quinton:"arghwhereareyou?I'vebeentryingto

reachyoubutyourphonetookmestraightto

voicemail,Iwantedyoutocometothehospital

withme"

Hisvoicewasnowfilledwithanger

Me:"hospital?Whathappened?"

Quinton:"yourgramsisinhospital,whatare

youbusydoingthere,areyouwiththatguy?"

"IwasrightIrentedsome.....

Isignalhimtoshutup

Me:"Quintonwhathappenedtograms....just

sendmethelocationI'llberightthere"

Quinton:"nowyourealiseyouhavepeopleto

worryabout?Nx"

Hedropsthecall

Mnce:"everythingokay?"

Me:"No,youneedtogetmetothehospitalnow!"



Hedidn'taskfurtherquestionsbutgrabbedhis

carkeysandwerushedout,aWhatsAppcame

fromQuintonsendingmethelocationIclosed

myeyes

DearGodpleaseletmakhululive,pleasefather

notthissoon,pleaserevealyourmiracles

tonightLord,IputallmyfaithinyouGodinthe

nameofthebloodofJesusChrist

Me:"Amen"

.

.

.

Goodnight

[07/28,16:55]W:Insert14



LISA

Iruninsidethehospitallikeapsychopath

leavingMncedisiinthecar,Ididn'tevenask

questionsasIimmediatelyspottedQuintonby

thewaitingarea,Iranuptohimheseesmeand

standsup,hemeetsmehalfwaywithhisarms

open,Ithrowmyselfintohisarms,heholdsme

fordearlifeashepicksmeupalil

Quinton:"ohhbubIwassoworriedaboutyou"

Helet'smego



Me:"whathappened?Where'sgrams?"

Quinton:"shehadaseizure,foundheronthe

floor"

Mylipscurveupsidedownastearsthreaten,he

hasthesameexpression

Quinton:"itswassoheartbreakingLiss,I

thoughtshewasdying"

Hisfacialexpressionchangedtoanger

Quinton:"wherethehellwereyou!Whydidn't

youtellmenottopickyouup,thatyouhad

plans?damnLisakhanyadoyouknowthe

traumaofthinkingsomethinghorriblemight've

happenedtoyou,howdoyouexpectmylifeto

goonwithoutyou!Orgramslife,howcouldyou

besoselfish?!"

Howcouldhesaythat

Me(breakingvoice):"I'msorry"

Ibreakdown,hecomfortsme



Me:"Ishould'vebeenthere,sheprobablyforgot

totakeherpills,Iwassupposedtobethereto

remindher"

Iburstintoaloudcry

Quinton:"itsnotyourfault,I'msorryIshouldn't

haveburstedoutlikethat,Iwasjustso

concernedwhichmademeabitangry"

Me:"Iknowbut...

Someoneclearshisthroat

Mnce:"sorrytointerrupt,Lisaiseverything

okay?"

Quinton:"andyouare?"

InudgehimcauseIknowhe'sabouttogetrude

justlikehowhewasalwaysrudetothatoand

theguysbeforehim

Me:"Idon'tknowMncedisi,westillwaitingon

thedoctortotellussomething"

Helooksatmewithpity



Mnce:"I'msorry,isthereanythingIcando"

Quinton:"ifyousomekindofJesusIguess

thereissomethingyoucoulddo...eitherthan

that,youuseless"

Me:"Quinton!"

Iwarn,herollshiseyes

Mncedisicomesandsitsnexttome,I'mnowin

themiddleofthesetwomenwhoseemtocare

aboutme

Mnce:"comehere"

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmeandmakesme

layonhisshoulder

Thedoctorcomestowardsus,Iquicklystand

onmyfeet

Me:"Doc,issheawake,breathing?"

Doc:"she'sfinefornow,sheexperiencedaTonic

-Clonicseizure,Lossofconsciousnessand

bodytone,followedbytwitchingandrelaxing



musclesthatarecalledcontractionswhichled

toLossofcontrolofbodyfunctions,shealso

experiencedashort30-secondperiodofno

breathingandthat'swhysheturnedashadeof

blue"

Quinton:"that'sterrible,doccanthiscancerof

hersbecured?"

Me:"evenifitcanbecured,we'llneveraffordit"

Mnce:"Iwouldlovetohelpwiththat"

Me:"Idon'tthinkso"

Quinton:"I'msureitsnothingIcan'thandle"

Me:"Quintonwetalkedaboutthis"

Quinton:"Lisakhanyathisisnotupfor

discussion,Iwanttodoitforgramsnotfor

you,itsherlifeonthelineherenotyours"

Mnce:"he'sright,itstimeyouthinkabouther"

Doc:"I'msorrytoruinthemomentbutI'mafraid

withhertypeoftumoritmightnotbecurable"



Quinton:"whatkindoftumorandwhycan'titbe

cured?"

Doc:"Thesearethemostmalignanttumors.

Theyreproducerapidly,andeasilygrowinto

nearbynormalbraintissue.Withyour

grandmotherlookslikeithasalreadyspreada

lot,evenifwedodothesurgeryitwillbevery

veryriskyasthesetumorsformtheirownnew

bloodvessels,thisisalmostanimpossible

surgerytocarryoutwith85%chancethatshe

won'tmakeitandwillbeverycostlyonyour

pocket"

Mnce:"moneyisno....

Me:"No,canyoualljuststop!Please!DoccanI

pleaseseeher"

Doc:"ofcauseshe'sawakefollowme"

Wefollowedbehindhim

Mnce:"uhmLisa,IthinkIshouldgetgoing"



Quinton:"that'sthesmartestthingyou'vesaid

sinceI'veknownyou"

Igivehimawarninglook

Mnce:"lookslikeyouhaveaproblemchap?"

Quinton:"istheresomethingyou'dliketodo

aboutit.....chap?"

Mnce:"youshouldwatchyourmouth"

Quintonmovesclosertohim

Quinton:"orwhat?.....chap?"

IGertbetweenthem

Me:"wouldyoutwocutitout,ify'allwanttofight

pleasegodoitoutside"

IlookatMncedisi

Me:"thanksforthegreatevening,youcango"

IturntoQuinton

Me:"pleasestopwithyourchildishness,we

havebiggerproblemstoworryabout"



Mnce:"I'llcallyou"

Hecomescloserandhugsme

Mnce:"hanginthereandtakecare"

HeglaresatQuintonandhereturnsthedead

glarehewalksaway

WegetinsidegramswardImarchuptoherand

squeezehergentlyinahug

Me:"ohmakhuluI'msogladyouokay,I'msorryI

wasn'tthere"

Grams:"I'mhappyyouherebhabha"

Me:"Iwassupposedtobethere,toremindyou

totakeyourpills,thisallmyfault,nowlook

whereweare,I'msoselfish"

Sherubsmybackassheshushesme

Grams:"itsnotyourfaultNana,I'msickitsjust

thewaythingsare,don'tblameyourselfyevah

keNana"



IletgoofherQuintonboughtachairformesoI

satnexttoherholdingherhand

Grams:"lookslikeI'lldiesoonerthanI

expected"

Me(breakingvoice):"Nonopleasedon'tsay

that,younotdyingnow,itwasjustaseizure,you

stillhavesometime"

Grams:"Quintontoldmeabouthismother,when

Idiepleasegivemyhearttoher"

Me:"grams...younotdying...notnow"

Grams:"ofcausenotIjustneedtorest"

Sheclosedhereyes,myheartskippedabeatin

fear

Me:"No!Makhulupleasedon'tdie!Please"

Sheopenedhereyes

Grams:"ayisukaLisandithendifunauk'lala

tshiniandifanga"(IsaidI'mrestingI'mnotdead)



Me:"oh...Ithought...

IhearQuintonchuckle,gramsalsojoinshim,I

findmyselfsmiling

Me:"ohIknewthat"

Quinton:"yeahright"

Ilaughalilbittheylaughmoreweallendup

laughing

Themoodchangesasifnothingbadever

happened

Me:"I'llsleephere"

Grams:"phingoku?"(where?)

Me:"righthereinthischair"

Grams:"sugezawenaapha,kwedini

kawuthatheeligezanigoduke"(don'tbecrazy,

boy,takethiscrazypersonandgohome)

Me:"butIwanttobeherethistime"

Grams"I'minthehospitalLisa,I'msurethe



doctorscandowaymorethanyoucan,justgo

getsomerest,youhaveschooltomorrow"

Quinton:"yourgrannyisright,let'sgetgoingshe

needstorestinpeace"

Me:"What?!"

Quinton:"ohshitImeansheneedstorest,like

withoutus,likedisturbances,inquiet,sheshe

needstosleep,notasinforeverbut...

Weburstintolaughter,hescratcheshishead

withaconfusedlookonhisface

Me:"okayQuintonwegetit,grandmother,I'llsee

youtomorrow"

Shenodsasshecloseshereyes

Me:"thatwasquick"

Quinton:"themedicationmusthavegottento

her"

Weleaveherwardanddrovehomeinsilence



Ijustfinishedtakingashower,Quintonwas

nowtakingashower

Iclosemyeyesandhorriblethoughtsrun

throughmymind

Mybestfriendprobablyhatesme,Ichoseaboy

overher,someoneImetfiveminutesago,thenI

ditchQuintontospendmywholeeveningwith

him,thenItotallyabandonmygramsnowshe's

inhospitalbecauseIdecidedtobitcharound

withaguyIbarelyknow,QuintonwasrightI'm

selfish

Ifeelsomeonewipemytears,Iopenmyeyesto

bemetbythemostcaptivatinggreyeyes

Quinton:"I'mgettingtiredofthisLisa"

Me:"ofwhat?"

Quinton:"tears,sincewe'vemovedintogether

onlybadthingshavebeenhappening,firstyour

grams,thenmymom,thenthebiglies,your

nightmares,nonofthesethingshappened



beforeImovedin"

Me:"whatareyoutryingtosay?"

Heshrugshisshoulders

Quinton:"Idon'tknowmaybeI'mjustimaging

things,butI'msickandtiredofseeingyou

cry,itsslowlybreakingmyheart,Ihateit,Imiss

yourlaugh,yoursillynotsofunnyjokesthatI

onlyfindfunny"

Igasp

Me:"heeyymyjokesarefunnyforeveryone"

Quinton:"ohyeahrightofcausetheyare"

Helaughsatme

HegetsinsidethecoverandIsitup

Quinton:"okaytellmeanicejokenow"

Me(laughing):"ohyougonnalovethisone"

Herollshiseyes

Me:"knockknock"



Quinton:"who'sthere?"

Me:"Europe"

Quinton:"Europewho?"

Me:"No...Urapoo...hahahahhahahahah"

Iburstintolaughterbuthehadaconfusedlook

Me:"getit?Europewho...No,Urapoo"

Helooksatmeandshakeshisheadthen

laughsatmereallyhard

OkayIknowhe'snotlaughingatmyjoke

Me:"mxxxm,I'mnevertellingyoujokesagain"

Ifoldmyarmsandlooktheotherway

HeturnsmearoundbutIkeepmyheaddown

Quinton:"thatwasthefunniestjokeI'veever

heardLiss"

Me:"ohplease,youcouldn'thidetheconfusion"

Quinton(laughing):"No,thatwasn'tconfusion..



I'mtellingyoububKevinHartgotnothingon

you"

Ilookupathimandasmilecreepsin

Me:"really?"

Quinton:"GirlIneedsomemoreofthemjokes

comeon"

Me(excitedly):"okayokay,you'lllovethisone"

Iseehimtrytoholdinhislaughashenods

Me:"youknowQuintonitstimeslikethisIwishI

hadlistenedtomymother"

Helooksatmeconfused

Quinton:"why?Whatdidshesay?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,Iwasn'tlistening"

Weburstintolaughter,thistimehewasreally

laughingatthejokeandnotme

Quinton(laughing):"ooohhhIdidn'tseethat

onecoming"



Wecontinuelaughing,InoticeIwaslaughing

alonehewasjustsmilingandstaringatme

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"thisiswhatImissed,Iwishthingscan

staythiswayforever"

Me:"justmeandyouandmyJimCaryspirit"

Helaughs

Quinton:"okayeasyIsaidbetterthanKevin

Hart...JimCary?Girlyoupushingit"

WelaughIhadtearsfromlaughingsohardnext

thingIknowIhavehiccups

Quinton:"let'sgetyousomewater"

Hegoesouttogetmewater,amessagecomes

throughmyphone,Icheckit

Mnce:"Ihopeeverythingwentwellwithyour

grandma,Ican'thelpbutfeeltobeblamedfor

keepingyouaway,I'msorry,Ireallycareforyou

Lisa,Idon'tknowwhybutIreallyhavestrong



feelingsforyou,goodnightkhanya"

Iputmyphoneawayafterreadingit

Quinton:"thereyougo"

Ismile

Me:"thanks"

Quinton:"uuhhIhaveagameinmind"

Igulpmywaterputmycupawaythensitonmy

knees

Me:"whatdohaveinthatmind"

Quinton:"let'splay,wouldyouratherquestions"

Me:"Ilovethatgameokayyougofirst"

Quinton:"waitIhaverules"

Me:"ohGod,okay"

Quinton:"ifyoufailtoanswerthequestionyou

takeoffapieceofclothing"

Me:"haaaokayletmegetmoreclothingon



then"

Hewasonlyinhisbriefssoheputsonjusta

shirt,IhadmyshortPJsonsoIworeabraand

ajacket,helaughedatme

Quinton:"wowseriously?"

Ijumpbackonbed

Me:"yepseriously"

Quinton:"WouldyouratherSwim300meters

throughshitordeadbodies?"

Me(disgusted):"sick!Neither"

Heraiseshisbrow

Me:"sorrybutshit?Naah...Deadbodies?Yoh

Never!"

Itakeoffmyjacket

Me:"WouldyouratherEatshitthattastedlike

chocolate,oreatchocolatethattastedlike

crap?"



Helaughed

Quinton:"I'drathertakeoffthisshirt,sies"

Ilaughathim

Wecontinuedplayinghewasaskingreallyhard

questions,Ieventookoutmybrajustnow,his

eyesweregluedtomyboobs

Me:"eyesupherebaba"

HeignoredmeIslappedhimalilhelooksupat

me

Me:"hellomyfaceisuphere"

Quinton:"ohisit?"

WelaughI'mnowonlyleftinpantyhisinhis

briefshe'sbeenansweringallmyquestions

Me:"mmhWouldyouratherLooklikeafishor

smelllikeafish?"

Hethoughtverycarefully,Icouldn'tstop

laughing



Quinton:"damnIcan'tbelookinglikea

fish,that'dbeweird,letalonesmellinglikeone

that'sjustplaindisgusting...Eish"

Hetookoffhisbriefsyooohhhhelpmyeyes!

Ikeptclosingandopeningmyeyesbutthey

wouldlandonhisbigbuddy

Quinton:"don'tbescared,itdon'tbite,wellthat's

ifitsnothorny"

MycheeksheatupIblockmyfacewithmy

hands

Me:"I'mnotplayinganymore"

Quinton:"uhmliss?"

Ipeakthroughmyhands

Quinton:"yourboobsarewakingupthingsthat

bite"

Igaspandhidmyboobshelaughsatme

Hecomesclosertome



Quinton(whisper):"Ihaveanothergamein

mind"

Hehasanaughtysmirkonhisfaceashelooks

atmyboobsinadmiration

Me(laughing):"you'llhavetocatchmefirst"

Imakearunforit,IwishIcouldsayIgotfaras

outthedoororoutthebed,hejustjumpedon

me

.

.

.

.

.

I'msooooexcitedguyswemadeitto1kthanks

toallofyouwhospreadtheirloveforthisstory

kusazobamnandiapha!!.
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LISA

"Lisakhanya....Princessyourlifeisindanger"

Me:"Dad?Whatareyoudoinghere?Aren'tyou

supposedtobeinheaven?"

"Ican'trestmybaby,Ihavetoprotectyou"



Me:"fromwhatdad?"

"Fromthepeopleyoucallyourfriends...Run

Lisa,younotsafe"

Me:"don'tworryDad,Quintonwillprotectme"

Heshakeshisheadhisfaceturnedangry

"ISAIDYOUNOTSAFE!!DON'TYOULISTEN!!

GETAWAYFROMTHEM!!"

Me(crying):"pleasego,youscaringme"

"I'mnotgoinganywhere!"

Heisstandingbythedoorofourroom

Me:"GOPLEASE!JUSTGO!GOAWAY"

********

"LISA!wakeup,Lisa!"

Me:"pleasegoaway!!"

"Lisaitsme,wakeup"

Someoneshakesme,Isitup,I'mbreathing



heavilyandallsweaty

Quinton:"itwasjustadreamliss"

Mydadisstillstandingthere

Me:"pleasegodadpleaseyouscaringme"

Quinton:"itwasaadream..

Me:"Nothereheisthere...look!"

Ipointtowardsthedoorhiscoveredinblood

Quinton:"there'snoonehereLisa"

Whycan'theseehim

Me:"he'srighttheredammit!He'srightthere!"

Hegetsupandswitchesonthelight

Quinton:"Lisaitsjustmeandyouhere"

Hedisappeared

Me:"he'sgone"

Iburstintoaloudcry,Isawhim,heisangryat

me



Ifeelsomeonepullmecloserintohisembrace

Me:"hewasthereQuintonIswear,hewas

standingrightthereIsawhim,Isawhimwith

myowntwoeyes,howcomeyoudidn'tsee

him!!"

Quinton:"shhhhcalmdownLiss"

Ibreakoutofhisgrib,tearsstreamingdownmy

face

Me:"Leavemealone!Whydidn'tyouseehim!!"

Quinton:"Lisatherewasno....

Me:"Getout!"

Quinton:"what..liss

Me:"ISAIDGETOUT!"

helooksatmewithpitythengetsupandwalks

out

Ithrowapillowathim

Me:"I'mnotcrazy!IknowwhatIsaw!"



Helooksatmeoncemorethenheadsoutthe

doorclosingitbehindhim

Icovermyselfwiththeblanketandbreakdown,I

misshim,Imissmyfather,Isawhimhewas

standingrighttherewithbloodalloverhisbody

Igetoffthebed,makemywaytothebathroom,

Itsstillinthemiddleofthenight,Iwashmy

face,I'malreadynakedsoIjustworemyPJs,I

canstillfeelmycookieburning,Quintonfucked

melikecrazytonight,Ifailedtoresist

him..again,Ihatehowhemakesmeso

weak,emotionallyandphysically,nowIfeelbad

forshoutingathim,thesenightmaresaredriving

mecrazy.Iwalkaroundthehouselookingfor

Quintonbuthe'snothere,Inoticethedoorabit

opensoIheadoutsideonlytofindhimsitting

onabrickinfrontofthehousesmokinghis

cigarette,Isitnexttohimonanotherbrick.We

sitthereinsilence.

Me:"I'msorryaboutearlier"



Hepuffsoutthinlineofsmokefacingup,Iwish

hedidn'thavetolookthiscutewhiledoingthat

Quinton:"IguessIunderstand"

*silence*

hecarriesonenjoyinghissmokeevenmaking

thosehissingsounds,thisguylovesnicotine

Me:"canItrythat?"

Helooksatmethenshakeshishead

Quinton:No,youcan't,youunderageyou

shouldn'tevenbedrinkingalcohol"

Me:"ohplease,dad,I'mturningeighteenintwo

weekstimesoitsthesameasifI'meighteen"

Quinton:"notthesame"

Me:"arghjustgivemethat"

Igrabitfromhim,lookatitforawhile,before

bringingitclosetomymouth

IsuckinasmuchasIcan,nowI'mcoughing



likecrazy

Quintontakeshiscigarettefromme

Quinton:"Itoldyou,youtooyoungforthis"

Iwaitforhimtofinish,heflecksitoff

Quinton:"let'sgobacktobed,wehavealong

daytomorrow"

Me:"youmeantoday"

Hechucklesthenwegobacktobed,Itellhimall

aboutmydream

Quinton:"whatdoyouthinkthisdreammeans?"

Me:"Ihavenoidea"

Quinton:"doyouthinkthefriendshistalking

aboutcouldbeme?"

Me:"itcouldbeanyone,you,yonela...wellyeah

that'saboutit,butwhywouldhebeprotecting

mefromy'allwhenyouarethetwopeoplethat

arealwaysthereformemorethananyone,y'all



likemysecondfamily"

Quinton:"maybeIshouldmoveout"

Me:"No!Younotmovingout,Ineedyounow

morethanever"

Quinton:"that'snottheonlyreasonIneedto

moveout"

Me:"why?What'stheotherreason?"

Quinton:"Ican'tresistyouLisa,wealwaysget

temptedtosleepwitheachother,andyounot

evenmygirl,IfeellikeI'musingyouandthat's

somethingIdon'twannado"

Me:"andyoujustcheatedonyourgirlfriend,I'm

sorry"

Hecupsmyface

Quinton:"pleaseneverapologiseforthat,this

mightbewrongbutlissIdon'tregretitatall"

Me:"youdon't?"



Quinton:"Never,I'llalwaysbethankfulforthe

timeyougavemeyourinnocence,andforlast

night'sawesometime,andforwakingupnextto

youeveryday"

Me:"Idon'tregretittoo"

AndIloveyousomuch....butwecanneverbe

Me:"pleasedon'tmoveout"

Quinton:"noIwon't,I'mgoingtoproposetoyou

todaywhenyourgramscomesback,during

dinnerI'llpropose"

Me:"ohIcan'twaittobeMrsO'Brien"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"itsuitsyouperfectly"

Wehavethateyecontactmoment

Me:"let'ssleepshallwe"

Wegetinthecoversweturnourbacksoneach

other....Ifeelhimmovearound,nextthinghisall



wrappedagainstme,Ismiletomyselfthendoze

off

**********

Me:"comeonyonelayou'vebeengivingmethe

silenttreatmentthewholedaynow"

Yonela:"IhavenothingtosaytoyouLisa"

Me:"comeonnela,let'snotallowaboytocome

betweenus,anythingbutadick"

Yonela:"causeyouwanttokeepallthedicks

foryourselfright?,Quinton'sdick,Ilikedthato

firstbutyouhadtodatehimright?I'vebeen

talkingaboutthistransferstudentwaybefore

hecameIlovedhimbeforeIevenmethimyou

thoughtIwascrazy,thenhecomesandItell

youIlovehim,whatdoyoudo,makehimyour

futurehubby?Youalwaysgettingthecute

ones,youpretendyoudon'twantthembutno

deepdownyouathirstybitch...inhighschool

youactedallhollybutIseethecityhas



revealedyourtrueself,Iwon'tbesurprisedif

youcatchthevirus,causeafterallthisisThe

cityofgold"

She'sliterallysqueezingandsquashingmy

heartrightnow

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou....youknowwhat

yonela,ifyouloveMncedisithatmuchthatyou

wouldtalktomethewayyoutalkingafterso

manyyearsofourfriendshipthenyoucanhave

himokay!Idon'tcare,ifyousodesperateand

obsessedaboutthisguyyoucanhavehimI'm

notgoingtostandinyourway,Ibrokeupwith

thatoweeksago,you'veneveronceshownthat

youhadfeelingsforthatoyoutheonewho

pushedmeintodatinghiminthefirstplace,so

youcanhavehimtoo...asforQuintonweboth

knowhe'saplayerifyouwanthimsobadgo

takehimI'llevenhookyouuphe'dbegladto

havesomefreshpussythrowingitselfon

him,havethemallYonelaIdon'tcare,Ihave



greaterandmoreimportantthingstoworry

aboutthanfightingfordicks"

Yonela:"yeahrightmoreimportantstuff?Like

what?Lyingtoyoursickgrandmotherplaying

fakefamilieswithQuinton......MmmhIwonder

howyourgrannywouldfeelifshefindsouther

innocentlittleangel'ssecrete"

Shegivesmeanevileye

Me:"youwouldn'tdare!"

Shecomesclosertomebreathingonmyface

Yonela:"wannatryme?"

Me:"whatdoyouwantfrommeyonela?"

Yonela:"IwantyoutostayawayfromLiamand

whileyoudothatmakesurehecomesforme"

Me:"I'llstayawayfromhim...butwhatifhe

doesn'twantyou?"

Yonela:"thenyoubettermakesurehedoes"



Me:"Ican'tforcehimtoloveyouyonela"

Yonela:"justlikehowyoucan'tforcemetonot

tellyourgramsallyourdirty.....

Igrabheshirtthenpinheragainstthenearest

wall

Me:"listentomecarefully,yougonnastayfar

awayfrommygrandmother,youtellheraword

that'sgoingtobreakherheartorevencome

closetoher,ifanythinghappenstoherbecause

ofyourmouth,IsweartoGodYonelaIwillkill

you,withmyownbarehands....ifitsboysyou

wantgogetthemIwon'tstandinyourway!"

Iletgoofherthenwalkedaway,wewerestillin

campusandsomesawusbutIcouldn'tcare

less,thedayproceededafteralongdayitwas

timetogohome

I'mnowwaitingforQuintontopickmeup...I

guessnowI'mfriendless

"Whythelongface?"



Igetstartledbythesoundofhisvoice

Me:"ohMncedisi"

Mnce:"hey,howyoudoing"

Me:"I'mokayIguess"

Mnce:"yousure?How'syourgrandma?"

Isigh

Me:"she'sfineshe'llbedischargedtoday"

Mnce:"I'mgladtohearthat,LisaI'mreallysorry

aboutkeepingyouaway"

Me:"itsnotyourfaultitsnotlikeyoukidnapped

me"

Mnce:"andImeantwhatIsaidtoyou..inthe

text"

Ilookupathim,goshIforgothowhandsomehe

is

Me:"Mncedisi,I'msorrybutI'llhavetorejectthat

date"



Hefrowns

Mnce:"butwhy?comeonkhanya,Iknowthese

feelingsaremutual,youcan'ttellmeyoudon't

feelevenalittlefeelingforme"

Me:"evenifIdo,Ican'tbewithyou,Idon'twant

anyenemies...alotofgirlsaroundherewant

youandyouknowit,ifagirllikemecouldhave

you,I'llbehatedmorewithreasonmorethanI

washatedwithoutreason"

Mnce:"nowwhocouldpossiblyhatean

adorabledolllikeyourself,peoplewillbejealous

nomatterwhoyoudate,don'tallowhatersto

dictatehowyoushouldliveyourlife,whotolove

andnottolove,you'llenduplivinglifetryingto

pleaseyourhatersthenrealiseattheendthat

younevergotthechancetoliveyourownlife

causeyouweretoobusytryingtogetthe

approvalofyourhaters....trustme

sweety,haterswillalwaysbehatingnothingyou

doorsaywilleverchangethat,nomatterhow



perfectyoucantrytomakeyourself,they'll

alwaysfindsomethingtobringyoudown..."

Me:"IhearyoubutMncewecan't....

Heholdsmyhandsthenliftsupmyfacetolook

athim

Mnce:"pleaseLisa,pleasegivemeachance,I

knowI'mnotperfectbutIwantyouto

experiencealltheloveIhaveinmetogiveto

you"

OureyeslockforabriefmomentIseethe

sincerityinhistigerbrowneyes

Ichuckle

Me:"mybestfriend(wellexbestfriend)loves

youLeeandshehatesthefactthatyouwant

me,Ithinkshejustbrokeupwithmeafew

minutesagobecauseofyou,ItoldherI'llstay

awayfromyouthatshecanhaveyou,pleasego

tohershereallylikesyou"



Mnce:"dammitLisaIlikeyou,okay,evenifIdon't

gettobewithyouIwon'tgotoherbecauseIdo

thavefeelingsforher,Ihavefeelingsforyou,I

wantyou....

Hepullsmecloserholdingmearoundmy

waist...Weinpublicbytheway

Mnce(whispers):"Ineedyou"

Myheartbeatexceleratesasourfacesareonly

aninchapart

Mnce(softly):"justonechance,I'lltreatyoulike

thebeautifulQueenyouare......allIwantyouto

saynowisyesbeforeIletgoofyouifyousay

no...I'llneverbotheryouagain"

Mybodyisgettingtooheavyformylegs

Me(whispers):"I...I,..

Mnce:"justonechanceplease"

Me:"fine....but..

Mnce:"Yeeeaaah!"



Hepicksmeupandspinsmearound

Me(giggling):"putmedownmarn!"

Heputsmedown

Mnce:"Iswearyouwon'tregretthis"

Me:"butIwantustotakethingsslowokay?"

Henodsexcitedlylikealittleboy

Me:"likeveryslowlyLee,asinourfirstdate

can'tbethisweekend"

Hefrownsstilllikealittleboymakingmelaugh

Me:"andasforsex,you'llhavetobereally

patient"

Mnce:"okaycanwenotdiscussthishere,canI

giveyouaridehome?"

IwasabouttoanswerhimwhenQuinton'scar

parksrightinfrontofus

Mncedisiwasstillholdingmyhands,Imove

themawayfromhimquickly



Me:"I'llseeyouaround"

Mnce:"canIatleastgetahugfrommybeautiful

girlfriend"

Ohyeah..he'smyboyfriendnow,Idon'tknow

whythatdidn'tregisterinmyhead

Ihughim,hegivesmeatightsqueezepicking

meupalittle

Quintonhoots

Weletgoofeachother

Me:"bye"

Mnce:"kiss?"

Igivehimthelook

Mnce:"fine...I'llcallyoulaterneh?"

InodasIgetinthecarandQuintonspeeds

away

Me:"heyyou"

Heignoresme



Me:"helloQuinton?"

NowordfromQuinton,IwonderwhatIdidthis

time

Me:"yoAmbrose"

Helooksatmethenbackattheroad

Me:"badday?"

Hesighs

Quinton:"heyLisa"

Me:"okaywhyyoubeingsocoldtome?"

Quinton:"I'msorryguessIhadalongday"

Me:"tellmeaboutit"

Quinton:"youlooklikeyouenjoyedyourday

withthatcheeseboyofyours...what'shis

name..mncencence?"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"yohAyiQuincyha.astopit"



Helaughs

Quinton:"who'sQuincy?"

Webothlaughhard

Me:"andwho'smncencence?"

Wecrackupandlaughmoregoshthatsounds

sowrongmncencence!!

Wegettothehospitalwherewearetoldtowait

Wesattherelaughingandtalkingaboutsilly

stuffwhenthedoctormakeshiswaytous

Westandup

Doc:"shewillbereadyjustnow,butthere'sjust

oneproblem"

Myblooddropsfromtheexpressiononhisface

Quinton:"whatisit?"

Doc:"thecancerisgettingworse,she'sonlyleft

withapproximatelytwoorthreeweeks"



Myheartsinks

Doc:"ify'alldothesurgery,there'sahigh

possibilityshemightdieduringsurgeryanda

verylittlechanceforhertosurvive,oryoucan

decidenottodothesurgerywhichiswhatI

recommend,thenspendasmuchtimeasyou

canwithher,makethemostofthetimeshe's

stillalive"

*silence*

Doc:"I'mdeeplysorryIknowthisisnoteasyfor

y'all,arethereanyquestionsyou'dliketoask?"

Quintonshakeshishead

Me(shakeyvoice):"canwegotakeher?"

Doc:"yes,thesameward"

Henodsandwalksaway,weturntolookat

eachotherwiththesamesadfacialexpression

mymouthisshakingIwanttocry

Quinton:"justtrytoholdtheminfornow



bub,we'llcrylater,let'sjiusttrystaystrongfor

gramsrightnow"

Ipushmytearsback

Me(whispers):"yeah"

Hehugsmeforawhilethenweheadtoher

ward

Shewaslookingalljollyandbeautifullikeshe

hadnoworries

Wedrovehomemakinglightconversations

hereandthere.

Icookedanicewarmmealfordinner

I'mstillcookingwhenIfeelsomeonewraphis

armsaroundme

Me:"hungryalready?"

Quinton:"hungryforyouyeah"

Igiggleasthebutterfliescomeback

Quinton(singing):"doyoumindifItalkto



you?..........anddoyoumindifItouch

you...there"

heslideshishanddownmytummyandcups

mypunani,makingmeloosemybreathasI

gasp

Me(whispers):"stop"

hechucklesthenwalksaway,Ifreezeforawhile

asmybodycoolsdown

Idishedupandsetthetable

Wearenowaroundthetableeating

Quintonclearshisthroatwelookathim

Quinton:"there'ssomethingI'dlovetodo,that

I'vebeenlongingtodoforaverylongtime"

Ilookatgramsandshehasabigsmileonher

face

Quinton:"Lisa,itsnoliethatIfellinlovewithyou

fromtheveryfirstmomentIlayedmyeyeson

you,thismaysoundclichébutyoutookmy



breathaway,fromourfirstencounteratthe

restaurant,Iknewyouwerethekindofwoman

I'dlovetospendtherestofmylifewith.....andI

don'twanttowasteanymoretime"

Hegetsonhisknee,myheartbeatsfaster,I'mso

nervous

Quinton:"LisakhanyaMthethwa,wouldyou

makemydreamscometrueandpleasemarry

me?"

Grams:"Yes!!"

Welookatherandburstintolaughter

Me:"youheardthewoman,yes,yesI'llmarryyou

"

Heslidesthebeautifulringinmyfinger....waita

minutethislooksfamiliar

Me:"Quinton!Isthe?The?"

Henods



Me:"howdidyou.....

IstopassoonasIrememberthathe's

supposedtoberich

Hegetsupweshareakisshesqueezesme

tight

Quinton:"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Grams:"ncaaaahthisisthehappiestdayofmy

life"

Thatwasmusictomyears

Wecarryonhavingdinnerlaughingand

reminisceonpaststories

MyphonevibratesinmypocketItakeitoutand

check,itsMncedisi,Ireplywithatext

"I'llcallyoulater"

Iputitaway,IlookatQuintonwhogavemeone

disappointedlookthencarriedoneating



Grams:"usakhumbulakodwaLisa?"(doyoustill

rememberLisa?)

Ilaugh

Me:"yeahworstdayofmylife"

Quintonwasn'thimselfanymorenowhislaughs

werejustpurepretence

Quinton:"pleaseexcuseme"

Me:"whereyougoingbabe?"

Quinton:"IjustrememberedIhavetoget

somethingintheoffice"

Ican'tbelievehe'sgoingtoEnhlerightnow!

Argh!

Grams:"yohusebenzanzimaumkhwenyana"

(hardworkinghusbandyouhave)

.

.

.



.

.

isLisamakingtherightchoices??????what

wouldyoudoifyouwereher?

[07/28,16:56]W:Insert16

LISA



I'mwokenbymyphoneringing

Itossturnandgroanbeforestretchingmyhand

alloverthebedsearchingforit,IguessQuinton

didn'tcomebacksinceheleftlastnight,I'msick

worriedabouthim,whereishe,howdidhe

sleep,isheokay,ishesafe,whoishewith,where

didhego,whydidhejustleavelikethat,ishe

madatme,didIdosomethingthatmadeangry?

OhGodIhopehe'sinonepeacewhereverheis.

Gotyou!Iputitonmyear

Me:"mmhm?

"SorrydidIwakeyouupbeautiful?"

Me:"heeyyLee,noactuallyI'msureIwasabout

towakeupanyway"

Mnce(chuckles):"doyouknowwhattimeitis?"

Me:"mmmmheight?Nine?"

Helaughsalittle



Mnce:"itsquartertoone"

Ilazilygetuptositonmybutt

Me:"ohno!Ioverslept"

Mnce:"ngenyeinhloboyentombielalakude

kubethelamaxesh!!Ayiayimakuvukwetshini"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"yousoundlikemygrandmotherrightnow"

Mnce:"Eishthatcan'tbegood....uhmbabycela

uvukengokusthandwaSamsekusile"

Ohmyhisdeeplowvoiceistodiefor

Me:"mmhthat'smorelikeit"

Welaugh

Mnce:"beautiful,Ineedtoseeyou"

Me:"I'dliketoseeyoutoo,buttodayI'mjustnot

feelingwell"

Mnce:"what'swrong?Doyouneedthedoctor?I

cantakeyouifitsserious"



Me:"No,itsnothingserious,justaheadacheI'm

sureitsbecauseofsleepingtoomuch"

Mnce:"doyouhaveotherplanstoday?"

Me:"tonight,yesbutduringtheday,No"

Mnce:"thengetyoursexyassup,thencleanit

up,sothatIcomeandpickitup"

Iburstintolaughter,ohmy!IthinkImightjust

likethisguy

Me:"YesSir!...justonequestion"

Mnce:"I'mnottellingwhereI'mtakingyou....but

eitherthanthataskawaybeautiful"

Me:"ohcomeon,youknowthat'sexactlywhatI

wantedtoask"

Mnce:"thenI'msorryIcan'ttellmialma"

Me:"whatwasthat?"

Mnce:"waswhat?"

Me:"misomething....thelastpart"



Mnce:"thelastpartofwhat?"

Me:"ArghmncedisiyouknowwhatI'mtalking

about"

Mnce:"you'vetotallylostmenowbabe"

Me:"mhmhmhnxaarghhhnevermind"

Mnce:"youseemfustrated,what'sthematter?"

Me:"gotoheaven!"

Mnce(laughing):"wowsosoon?ButIjustmet

you"

Me:"shutupLee"

Mnce:"makemeLee"

Me:"youcan'tcallmeLee,youLee"

Mnce:"butyouLisashortforLee"

Me:"andyouliamshortforLee"

Mnce:"Iguessthiswasdestiny..Matchmadein

heaven"



Me(blushing):"don'tsweettalkme,I'mstill

frustrated"

Mnce:"whenlastdidyouhavesex?"

Ilaugh

Me:"I'mnotsexuallyfrustratedLiam

Mncedisi......uhmSurname!"

HeburstsintolaughterIfindmyselflaughingat

myclumsymouth

Mnce(laughing):"Surname?Really?"

Me(laughing):"younevertoldmeyourlastname

nje"

Mnce:"yousocute,youknowthat"

Me:"catsarecuteLiam,teddybearsare

cute,babiesarecute"

Helaughs

Mnce:"okayyousoadorable"

Me:"that'soneandthesamething"



Welaugh

Me:"bye,youfinishingmyairtime"

Mnce:"lasttimeIcheckedI'mtheonewho

called?"

Me:"ohyah,wellyoufinishingyourairtime"

Mnce:"ncwaaaahlookatyoucaringaboutmy

airtime"

Me:"ohboiIcanalreadyimaginethatgoogly

faceyoumaking"

Helaughs

Mnce:"lookatyoualreadygettingtoknowme"

Me:"weeehayiuligezabye"(youcrazy)

Mnce:"lookatyoualreadyfiguringoutmy

personality"

Me:"lookatmeabouttohangup!"

Helaughoutloud

Mnce:"seeyouinafewminutesMiAlma"



Me:"thereitis!thatwordagainwhatdoesit

mean!?"

...

Me:"hello?"

...

Me:"Lee?Youstillthere?"

Icheckmyphone,wowthatidiotdroppedthe

call,mxmI'msogoingtogethim,Iknowafew

languagestooyouknow,forinstance,like.....well

liketheonesI'llgooglebeforehecomesLOL

WowIfeellikemymoodhasbeenpumped

fromzerotohero

Igetupallexcitedevenhumming,cleanour

room,Ifreshenup,nowI'mlookingforanice

sunnydayoutoutfit,Idecidetowearmyshort

Pinkfloralprintoffshoulderlongsleevehigh

waistromper,itsshowsjustaboutenoughskin

myshouldersandchestandmybeautifullegs



andthighs,Iputonmywhitestrappy

sandals,tiedmylonghairintoamessybun,fixed

myface,thenfinishedoffwithdeeproseplum

mattlipstick.

Itakeagoodlookatmyself,ImustsayIlook

flames,Igabmysmallhandbagthenheadout

theroom,Ifindgramsinthesittingroom

Me:"goodafternoongrams"

Isitonthesinglecouchwhileshewasresting

onthebiggercouch

Grams:"Molonana,eehwavelewavukasomhle

kangakakuyiwaphi?"(youjustwokeupandyou

alreadylookingthispretty,whereyouoffto?)

Me:"naweuyabonanjeukbaifridgeisemptyI

wanttodoalittleshopping"

Grams:"unyanisilekekwelocala(yougotthat

partright)thefridgeandcupboardsare

empty....ugqibeleebuyileumkhwenyana?(did

hubbycomebacklastnight?)



Me:"yeahhecamebackverylatethenwentto

workearly"

Grams:"mmmh....whenyoucomebackwe

needtotalk"

Yooohhthisdoesn'tsoundgood

Me:"soundsserious?"

Grams:"itsveryseriousandyouwon'tlikeit"

Me:"mmhpleasejusttellmenow"

Grams:"NoIdon'twanttoruinyourgood

mood,godothatshopping,buymesomething

nicetoo"

Me(smiling):"ofcause,howcanInot"

Myphonerings

Me:"hello"

Mnce:"I'mbythegate...shouldIcomein?"

Me:"No,I'llberightthere"

Idropthecall



Me:"theuberishere,letmegetgoing,Ishould

bebackbeforeorjustaftersix"

Ipeckherforeheadtheheadout,hewas

leaningagainsthiscarfacingthegate,hegrins

ashiseyesmeetmine,Istandinfrontofhimhe

pullsmeinforahug,hisColognefillmeup

makingmeweaktotheknees

Mnce:"youlooksohotrightnow"

Me:"younotsobadyourself"

Mnce:"Itry"

Try!!!?Thisdudelookslikeamilliondollaryou

canjustsmellthemoneyonhim,he'sdressed

inawhiteshirtwiththecranebirdsallover,I

noticehehasatatooonhischestprobablyhis

wholechestbutIcanonlyseealittlebitofitas

onlytwobuttonsareunbuttoned,redshorts

whichholdhimperfectlynottootight,Ican't

helpbutnoticethebigbumpwheretheguyin

betweenhislegstaysLOL*winkwink*and



whiteairJordan.

Wearenowinthecar,he'splayingboring

music,rap

Me:"let'sswitchofftheradio"

Hechuckles

Mnce:"guessingrapisnotyourthing"

Me:"notreally"

Mnce:"meneither"

Ilaugh

Me:"thenwhyyouplayingit?"

Mnce:"Ithoughtyou'dfindmecoolifIplaythis

kindofmusic"

Me:"aawwyouweretryingtoimpressme?"

hechuckles,nodsthensmilesshylywhile

concentratingontheroad

Damn!IswhatIthoughtaboutthisguywhenI

firstsawhimandhonestlyI'mstillsayingit



....Damn!

Me:"pleasedon'tstressyourselfabouttryingto

impressmeLee,justbeyourselfandintroduce

meintoyourworldwhereyouarebeingyou,

focusonkeepingmesmilingandhappyandI'll

dothesame,aslongaswemakeeachother

comfortableonbeingourselvesaroundeach

other,justgivemeyour

love,trust,honesty,communication,company,

andloyalty,withthosesixthings,I'llbethemost

impressedgirlintheworld"

Mnce:"notedMiAlma"

Hetakesmyhandandplacesitonhiscoldlips

forawhile

Hetakesmetosomebeautifulparkwehada

picnic,itwassoamazingIfeltlikeIwasina

romanticmovie,wehadsomuchtotalk

about,welaughedalmosttheentiretimewe

evenplayedfoodfightwithgrapesthough,I've



neverfeltthishappyinalongtime,Iforgotall

myproblems.

Iaskedhimtotakemetothemallwearenow

doingsomegroceryshopping

Me:"NoManwedon'tneedthat"

Mnce:"comeonhowdoyoulivewithout

oreos....theysooodeliciouswithmilk,trustmeI

makesureeverydayinmidnightIwakeupfor

them"

He'ssochildish.....JustlikeQuin...arghwhyam

Ievencomparingthem

Me:"okaytheydeliciousnowputthemback"

Heignoresmehekeptthrowinginalotofjunk

andthingsIdidn'tneed,IlethimbeI'lljustleave

thembythetill

WegottothetillIjusttookthestuffIneeded

fromthetrolleyandleftallhisjunkhewas

throwingin,hedidn'tcomplainhejustgaveme



an'yousoevil'look

Ipaidformythingsandhepaidforhisjunk.

Itsnowaroundsevenheisparkedbythegate

Me:"thiswasoneofthebestdaysofmy

life...thankyou"

Mnce:"Iwishwecouldrepeatit"

Me:"metoo"

Westareateachother

Mnce:"youbeautifulkhanya"

Me:"youhandsomeLiam"

hesmiks

HebringshisfaceclosetomineImeethim

halfwayandwekiss,foragoodfiveminutes

Me:"goodnightLee"

Mnce:"goodnightMiAlma"

GreatIforgottogoogleafewwordstoconfuse



himwith,Eishnexttime

Iwalkoutandheopensthedoorforme

Me:"Icangetusedtothis"

Helaughs

Mnce:"Ishouldhelpyouwiththeplasticbags"

IglanceatthehouseandQuinton'scaris

parkedoutside

Me:"uhmI'llmanage"

Mnce:"nonsense,there'sliketwentybagshere,I

shouldn'tevenasktohelpyou"

Heopensthebootandwetakesomeplastics

EishwhatwillIintroducehimtogramsas?

Wefirstpackedtheplasticbagsinfrontofthe

doorhewenttofetchmore

Me:"heybuttheseareyourplastics"

Mnce:"wellIjustrealizedIalreadyhaveallthese

thingssocanyoupleasehavetheminstead?"



Me:"youwerebuyingthemformeinthefirst

placeright?"

Mnce:"okayyoucaughtme"

WelaughasIopenthedoor

MyeyesmeethisasIopenthedoor

Mncedisihelpsmewiththeplasticsinside

Me:"heyQ"

Henods,okay?Iguessgramsisinherroom"

Mncedisi:"supman"

Heignoreshimandjustgiveshimanastylook

Heturnstolookatme

Mnce:"I'dhelpyouunpackofyouwant?"

Me(giggling):"timesupLee"

"Ngubanowo?"(Who'sthat?)

Weallturntolookather

Me:"ohgrams,thisis,ismyuberdriver"



Ilookatmncedisiwhowasabitconfusedbut

returnednormaloncehelookedatmefora

while

Mnce:"yes,uhmIwasjusthelpingmamwithher

plasticbags"

Grams:"oohokay,ungwaphiwenanyana?"

(Whereyoufromson?)

Me:"yoohmakhulu,hehasotherclientshehas

torushfor"

IsayasIleadhimout,Iclosethedooraswe

outside,wenowbythegate

Me:"I'msorryaboutthatI...."

Mnce:"Iunderstand,younotreadytointroduce

metoyourgrams,itsokay"

Me:"youunderstand?"

Henods

Mnce:"youcantakeasmuchtimeasyou

want,remember,Iagreedintakingthingsslow"



Isighinrelief

Me:"thanks"

HepullsmeintohisstrongbuffarmsIhaveto

tiptoesothatwecanbeonthesamelevel,he

kissesmyforehead

Mnce:"we'llchatallnightright?"

Me:"youbet"

Weshareonelastdeepkissbeforeheleaves.

Iclosethegatethenturntowardsthehouse

onlytonoticeQuintoninfrontofthehouse

smoking,hestartledme

Iwalktowardshimthenpasthim,Iwasaboutto

openthedoor

"Nicecarhegot"

Istopandturntolookathim

Me:"yeah,itsnice"

Quinton:"soy'alldatingnow?"



Me:"yeah,kindof"

Quinton:"kindof?"

Me:"weare"

Hepuffsoutsmoke

Quinton:"youlikehim?"

Me:....

Helooksatme

Inod

Me:"yes,Ilikehim"

Quinton:"alot?"

Me:"Iguessso"

Quinton:"youlovehim?"

Me:......

Helooksatmeagain

Wegazeintoeachotherseyes

Me:"I..Itsstilltooearlytotell"



Quinton:"youhappy?"

Inod

Me:"yeah"

Quinton:"hemakesyouhappy?"

Idon'tknowwhymychestissopainfullikemy

heartissuffocating

Me:"yes,hemakesmehappy"

Thatcameoutasawhisper

Hefleckshiscigaretteandsquashesitwithhis

shoe

Hecomesclosertome

Quinton(whispers):"thenifhemakesyou

happy....I'mhappy"

Hepecksmylipsslowly,Ifeelmybodygoing

throughallkindsofexoticfeelings

Quinton:"youmightwannaputonyourring

beforegoinginside"



Heleavesmestandingtheredumfounded,Itake

itoutfrommysmallhandbagandslideitin.....I

guesswenotgoingtothatdinnerwithEnhle

today.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

AfterunpackingthegroceriesIheadto

grandma'sroomsheissittingupinsideher

covers,Isitattheedgeofthebed

Me:"didyoudrinkyourpills?"

Grams:"ewe(yes)"

Me:"whatisityouwantedtotalkabout?"



Grams:"youcan'tmarryQuinton"

Myheartskipsalotofbeats

Me:"whynot?"

Grams:"theJohnsonfamilycalledme,theytold

me,whenIsignedtheemploymentcontract

therewasanagreementinitthat,Iwouldgive

themoneofmygranddaughter'sinthefutureto

marryoneofthefuturegrandson's.....atthat

timeIneededajob,andIwasalsonotthat

educatedsoIsignedanythingtheymademe

sign,I'msorrybaby,atfirstwhenItoldthemI

can'tallowthattohappen,theyletmebe,that's

whyIallowedyoutomarrythepersonyou

love,butnow,theysaytheirsonisbackfrom

overseas,andheneedsawifeassoonas

possible,theythreatenedmeLisa...*crying*..I'm

sorrymntanam"

Ifeelwarmliquidrunningdownmycheeks

Me:"wow..sonowI'mforcedtomarryhim,even



ifIdon'twantto...Ihavenosay"

Grams(crying):"itsallmyfault"

Igetinsidethecoverswithherandwehugeach

other

Me:"no...itsnotyourfault,it'sokaygrams,I'll

breakupwithQuintonandmarrytothis

estrangedfamily....pleasedon'tcry

makhulu,yousaidsoyourself,thistooshall

pass"

I'mtryingtobeascalmasIcanaboutthisfor

thesakeofmygrams

Icomforthertillshefallsasleep,Ituckherin

kissherthenheadtobed

IfindQuintonpressinghisphone,Ichangeinto

PJsthengetinthecovers

Iturnmybackonhim,beforeIknowit,Ican't

holdtheminanymore

Iburstoutintoaloudcry,IfeelQuintonquickly



gettingupandliftsmetositup,Icryonhis

chest,Ican'ttakeitanymorethisisjusttoo

muchforoneperson,I'mofficiallybroken,intoa

zillionpeaces

Quinton:"talktomebub"

IgetoffhischestIevenhavehiccupsfrom

crying,mynoseisrunningtoo

Quinton:"comehere"

Hepatshislap,Isitonhislap,hetakesoffhis

vest

Quinton:"blow"

Hemakesmeblowmynoseonhisvestwhich

issodisgustingbutthat'stheleastofmy

worries

Me:"itsoverQuinton"

Helooksconfused

Me:"thewholepretendingthingy,itsallover,we

don'thavetopretendanymore"



Quinton:"what!?Sheknowsthetruth?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No!Ihavenochoice,Ihavetoget

married,whetherIlikeitornotIhavetomarry

intotheJohnsonfamily!"

Hedoesn'taskanyfurtherquestionshepulls

meintohisembrace

Me:"theregoesmydreams,theregoesmy

independence,theregoesmyfreedom,there

goesmyyouth!!....aahhh"

Quinton:"shhhhhI'msorrybabe,pleasecalm

down"

Me(crying):"Ican't!!I'mhurting!!Itstoopainful

Quinton!MygrandmaisdyingandI'mbeing

throwntothewolves...I'llnevergettofallin

love....I'mcursed!ActuallyI'macurse!"

Quinton(crying):"don'tsaythat....ohgod,doyou

wanticecream?"



Hedoesn'tknowwhattosay,he'spanickingand

looksashurtasIam

Me:"No,Iwanttodietoo,I'mtiredofpeople

dyingleavingmetosuffer,Iwanttodietoo"

Quinton:"No..noyoucan'tdie,thenI'llsuffer"

Me:"why?Whywouldyousuffer,youhaveyour

perfectfamily,beautifulrichgirlfriend,youdon't

needme,I'mjustaburdentoyou,I'vealways

beeneversinceIgot......

NextthingIknowhislipssmashesintomine,

hepullsout

Quinton:"because,IloveyouLisa....I'dsuffer

becauseIloveyousodamnmuch!"

Tearswererunningdownhisface

Quinton:"I'veneverlovedanyonelikethewayI

loveyou"

Isitjustmeorhashebeenrepeatedlysayinghe

lovesmeallIonesentence



Me:"whynow?Whyyouonlytellingmethis

now?"

Quinton:"there'stoomanyreasons,someyou

notreadytoknow....butthere'smanytimes

whereIwishedtotellyouLisa"

Me:"youcould'vejusttoldme!Wecould'vegot

somuchtimetobetogether,beforethiswhole

marriagething,althoughwewould'vebeen

brokenbutatleastwewould'vesharedsome

romance,nowitstoolate,itstoolate"

Heslidesinthebedsleepingonhimback,I

sleepontopofhim

Quinton:",maybewewerejustnevermeantto

betogetherLisa,maybethere'smoretousnot

beingabletobetogetherthanthis"

Me:"butIloveyouQuinton,Iloveyouwithallmy

heart,I'veneverhadthismuchconnectionwith

anyone,weloveeachother,isourlovenot

strongenoughtofightagainstallodds?"



Quinton:"IwishIcouldansweryoumylove"

Wecarriedoncryinginsilence,Icanfeelevery

partofhisbodyonmine

Chesttochest,tummytotummypelvicto

pelvic,ourheartsarebeatingtothesame

rhythm,Ican'tbelievemineisstillbeating....All

theforeignfeelingscomeback,Ifeelhiscrotch

gettingharder,IpressmythighstogetherasI

feelareallywarmitchdownthere,Heflipped

meoverandpleasuredhimselfallovermy

body,kissingeverypartofit,kissing,

licking,touchingandsucking,atthismomentI

feellikeI'minparadise,inourownworldjust

thetwoofus,heisabouttothrustbutstops

andlooksmeintheeyesintensely,thelights

areon,Iwanttoseeeveryemotionhefeels

Me(whispers):"MakelovetomeQ"

Withthatsaidhethrustsingentlybutmy

moansshoutotherwise



thisisprobablythelasttimeIgettoexperience

Love

.

.

.

.

.

.

Aswewaitfortheturnofevents ♥
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I'vebeenupforquiteawhilenow,andIcan't

takemyeyesoffhim,he'ssleepingso

peacefully,Ifeelrelievedfromwatchinghim

sleep,helookssoinnocentandcute,Ican

sensethecomfortonhisfaceandsmile,he

openshismouthabitthensnorts,Ican'tseem

totakemyeyesoffhim,he'ssorelaxedand

innocent,IwishIcoulddothismywholelife

justwatchhimsleep...afrownformsonhis

face,maybehe'shavingabaddream

Quinton(sleepy):"please....

Hekeepsquiet

Quinton:"don't.....Don'tdoit......please...you



hurtingher

HisstartingtosweatsoIshakehim

Me:"Quinton..Wakeup"

Quinton:"please..don't.....Don'tdothis...No

Me:"Quinton!Wakeup!"

hewasmovingaroundandsweatingIthinkhe's

crying

Quinton:"You..killedher....Nooo!..

Ishakehimharderheopenshiseyeswide

looksatmeforawhilethensitsup

Quinton:"areyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfine"

Quinton:"youhurt?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,I'mfine,justadream"

Quinton:"I'dneverletanythingoranyonehurt



you,youknowthatright?"

Me:"IknowQuinton,inyourdream,was

someonehurtingme?"

Helooksatmethennods

Quinton:"butI'dneverletsomeonehurtyoulike

thatLisa"

Imovecloseandcomforthiminmychest

Me:"Iknowyouwouldnever,itwasjustadream"

Quinton:"protectingyouistheonlythingI've

everdone,theonlythingI'lleverdo,I'dneverever

hurtyouspeciallyphysicallyletaloneanyone

elsehurtyou"

Me:"whowashurtingme?"

Quinton:"Ididn'tseetheface...don'tworryit

wasjustadream..right?"

Me:"yeah"

hekissesmyforehead



Hegetsoffthebed

Quinton:"okay,letmegomakeusbreakfast"

Me:"wenanana!"

Helaughsandputsonhisbriefsbeforeheading

out

Itakemyphone...There'safewtextfromLiam

andtwomissedcalls

Icallhimhepicksupalmostimmediately

Lee:"hello"

IshouldbreakupwithLiam,mylifeistoo

complicated

Me:"heyyou,howareyou"

Hesighs

Lee:"LisaIknowthatyouwantustotakethings

slowandyouprobablynotsurewhetheryou

lovemeyet,buttheleastyoucandoistrygive

mejustalilbitofyourattention"



Me:"I'msosorrymncedisi,Ijusthadalotgoing

onlastnight"

Lee:"youcould'veatleasttextedgoodnightor

'I'mbusy'"

Me:"Ifeellikesuchajerkrightnow,please

forgiveme"

Lee:"nowhowcanInotforgiveabeautylike

yourself"

Me:"you'reagodsent"

Lee:"senttoyou"

Me:"yeah"

Hesighsheavily

Me:"what'sthematter?"

Lee:"maybeweshouldn'tgoanyfurtherLisa,I

thinkweshouldbreakup"

Me:"wh..what?Why?IsaidI'msorrynje...Iwon't

doitagain"



Lee:"itsnotthat.....rememberwhatItoldyou

about,thatIhavetotakeoverthefamily

businesssoon"

Me:"yeah"

Lee:"I..I'mforcedtodosomethingIdon'twant

toandthiswilldefinitelybreakusup"

Me:"Idon'tevenwannaask....I'malsoforcedto

dosomethingIdon'twanttodo,Ialsothinkit

wouldbebestifwebrokeup"

Ihearhimsniff

Lee:"Ireallyhatebeingfromarichfamily"

Me:"IwishIwasfromarichfamily,maybeall

thiswouldn'tbehappening"

Lee:"I'msorrythatwecan'tbetogether,Idon't

wanttohurtyou"

Me:"Iwishthingscould'vebeendifferent"

Lee:"Iknowitwasashortperiodoftimebut

LisaIreallyloveyou"



Me:......

Lee:"sorrybutitsthetruth,Iloveyouandthere's

nothingIcandoaboutit"

Me:"uhm...

Whenwillthisend,theheartbreak?

Lee:"Ihopewecanstillbefriendsthough"

Idon'tthinkIcanhandleanymorefriends

Me:"Iwishwedidn'thavethisconvooverthe

phone"

Lee:"Iwanttoholdyou"

Me:"tofeelyou"

Lee:"tokissyou"

Me:"let'smeet"

Lee:"wecan't....I'mheadedtoP.Erightnow"

Me:"rightnow?"

Lee:"yeah...I'llseeyouwhenIgetback"



Me:"when?"

Lee:"Idon'tknow"

"Andbreakfastisserved"

Me:"IguessI'llseeyouthen,bye"

Lee:"byebeautiful"

Ihangup

Quinton:"wasthatyourboyfriend?"

Isigh

Me:"exboyfriend"

Quinton:"I'msorrytohearthat"

Hecouldn'thidethesparkinhiseyes

Me:"ohplease,Iknowyouwannacelebrate"

Helaughs

Quinton:"nottrue,butifthat'swhatyouwant"

Me:"shutupandfeedme"

Weeatwithhimfeedingme



Me:"ha.astopitman!"

Hekeepsmissingmymouth

Quinton:"yourmouthissotinybabe,Ican'tsee

it"

Me:"mymouthisnotthattiny,andstopeating

myfooduyaphanga"

Quinton:"ndyaxolisakethambolamle

polony"(I'msorrymypolonybone)

Iburstintolaughter..eventhoughIdon'twant

tolaughhealwaysmakesmelaugh

Me:"polony?Reallynow"

Quinton:"yeapmypolonybone"

Me(laughing):"youcrazy"

Quinton:"youdrivemecrazy"

Igiggleandwecarryoneating

Me:"Quinton?"

Quinton:"yesbub"



Me:"wherewereyouyesterday?Andthenight

before?"

Hesighs

Quinton:"IwenttoEnhle"

Thatstung

Me:"oh,wellIwasjustworriedaboutyou,you

didn'ttellme"

Quinton:"I'msorry,mynightdidn'tgoverywell

actually"

Me:"whathappened?"

Quinton:"IguessafterIproposedtoyou,that

wholescene,mademerealisethat,Iwasn't

pretendinganymore,everythingthatwe'vebeen

doingsayingwepretending,Iwasn't,Inever

pretendedasinglething,allthethingsIsaidto

yourgrams,thetimesI'dsayIloveyou,the

randomkissesinthekitchen,Ididallthose

thingswholeheartedly,I'veneverbeenthat



happyinmywholelife,everytimeI'mwithyou

I'mhappy,Ifeeltheneedtoprotectyou,when

youwithsomeotherguyIfeeljealous,thatnight

myplanwastogoandBreakthingsoffwithher

causeIrealisedI'mnotreadyforaserious

relationship,Ididn'tcallherortellherI'm

coming,andguesswhat?"

Hechuckles

Me:"what!?"

Quinton:"Ibustedhercheating"

Igasp

Me:"whoa...that'sbad..

Quinton:"youwon'tbelievewithwhom?"

Me:"who?"

Quinton:"Brandon"

Ididnotexpectthat

Me:"Brandon?YourbestfriendBrandon?"



Henodsandchuckles

Quinton:"bestfriend?Yeahright"

Me:"somuchbetrayal"

Quinton:"Ireallythoughtshewasdifferent

somehowandjustmaybeshereallylovedme

likeshesaidshedid"

Me:"I'msorryQ"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"IguessyoutheonlypersonI'llever

trustinthisworld"

Me:"andyourfamily"

Quinton:"Idon'tknow,ifmydadcoulddothat

tohisownfamily,Idon'tknowifIcanfullytrust

family"

Me:"younevergottofinishthestoryaboutyour

dad"

Quinton:"nottoday,todayIwantustohave



fun,beforetheytakeyouawayfromme"

Me:"Ican'thelpbutfeellikecrying"

Heholdsmyhands

Quinton:"don'tworry,youwon'tlastlong

there...I'llcomeforyou"

Me:"how?"

Quinton:"I'llfindaway"

Me:"soon?"

Quinton:"yeah,soon"

Me:"thenwecanbetogether"

Henods

Quinton:"forever"

Me:"youpromise"

Quinton:"Ipromise"

Weweresittingattheedgeofthebed,hemade

mestandtositonhislap



Me:"let'srunaway...we'llgofarfarawayand

startanewlifethere"

Quinton:"whataboutschool?"

Me:"I'llquitandgetajob,lotsofpeoplecan

makealivingwithouteducation,atleatIgot

matric"

hejustsmileslookingatme

Me:"IknowI'mbeingnaive..butIjustwishto

getawayfromallofthis"

Quinton:"Iloveyoubub"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Hepresseshiswarmsoftlipsonminebutnot

kissingme,westaylikethatforsometime,its

likehewaspouringhisheartouttomewithout

Usingwordsjusthisheartbeatandbreathing

saiditall

Quinton:"beforeyougoiwantyoutoknowthe

truthaboutme"



Me:"that'ssoscary"

Quinton:"pleasedon'tfreakout"

Me:"mmhIdon'tknow..."

Quinton:"everytime....

Me:"everytimewhat?"

Hesighsheavily

He'sreallycreepingmeout

Quinton:"everytimeIpoop,itremindsmeof

you"

Me:"argh....sickman!"

Ipunchhimrepeatedlyonthechest

Quinton(laughing);"I'mjoking..geezcan'tyou

takeajoke"

Me:"that'snotanicejoke"

He'slaughingsohardrightnow,Ijustfoldmy



armandlookathim

Quinton(laughing):"I'msorrybub,itwasjusta

joke"

Me:"andyousayIhavelamejokes"

Hecalmsdownandlooksatmewiththat

stupidgrinonhisface

Quinton:"I'mwaybetterthanyou"

Me:"youdidn'tseemelaughingnowdidyou?"

Quinton:"that'sbecauseitwasaroast"

Me:"Icanroasttoo"

Helaughs

Quinton:"okay,let'shearyoutry"

Me:"uhmm..yousofat...youcouldsell

shade..ooooohhhhh"

Quinton(laughing):"butI'mnotfat"

Me:"comeonIthoughtwewereroastingeach

other"



Quinton:"okay,soitslikethat....well...I’msorry,

wasImeanttobeoffended?Theonlything

offendingmeisyourface"

Helaughs

Me(gasps):"Jesuslovesyou…buteveryoneelse

thinksyou’reanasshole"

Quinton:"Idon’tknowwhatmakesyousostupid,

butitreallyworks"

Me:"I’msorryIdidn’tgetthat–Idon’tspeak

idiot"

Quinton:"It’sbettertoletsomeonethinkyou’re

stupidthanopenyourmouthandproveit"

Me:"Itlookslikeyourfacecaughtfireand

someonetriedtoputitoutwithahammer"

HelaughsIhopehe'srunningoutcauseIam

Quinton:"IfIhadafacelikeyoursI’dsuemy

parents"

Me(gasps):"areyousayingI'mugly?"



Quinton:"giveup?"

Me:"mxmTheonlywayyou’llevergetlaidisif

youcrawlupachicken’sassandwait"

Hismouthhangsopen

Quinton:"youmeanIwon'tgetlaidanytime

soon"

Me:"unfortunatelywedon'thavechickens

aroundhere"

Welaugh

Quinton:"okayyouwin...I'mout"

Me:"Whenyouwereborn,thedoctorcameout

tothewaitingroomandsaidtoyourdad,“I’m

verysorry.Wedideverythingwecould.Buthe

pulledthrough.”

Quinton:"Isaidyouwin"

Me:".”Ithoughtofyoutoday.Itremindedmeto

takethegarbageout"



Quinton:"Lisa,enough"

Me:"You’resouglywhenyoulookinthemirror,

yourreflectionlooksaway"

Hestartsticklingme

Me(laughing):"stop"

Quinton:"Iwarnedyou"

Me:"okay!I'llstop..pleasestop"

HestoppedIgotoffhislap,Iwalktowardsthe

doorIlookbackathimbeforeheadingout

Me:"Doyourselfafavorandignoreanyonewho

tellsyoutobeyourself.Badideainyourcase"

Imakearunforitafterthat,Iheardhimfollow

mebutIquicklygetintoGram'sroomIclose

thedoorlaughing

Me:"morningmakhulu"

Grams:"youseemcheerfultoday"

Me:"itsallQuinton'sdoings"



Grams:"soyouhaven'ttoldhimyet?"

Me:"Ihave"

Grams:"howdidhetakeit?"

Me:"Notwellatall,buthetriedtounderstand

thatIdon'thaveachoice"

Grams:"I'msurey'allbothhateme"

Isitnexttoher

Me:"Never,Icouldn'thateyouevenifItried,don't

worrygrams,I'llmalesurethismarriagedon't

last,ifitsthelastthingIdo"

Grams:"pleasedon'tdoanythingstupid"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit...sowhenamIgoing

thereanyway?"

Grams:"tomorrowmorning"

Me:"what!Sosoon?couldn'ttheywaitforthe

holidays?"

Grams:"theyknowaboutmycancer,theysaidit



willonlybefairifI'malsotheretowitnessthe

daymygranddaughtergetsmarried"

Me:"thisisjusttoomuchnow"

Grams:"I'msorryforgettingyouintothismess"

Me:"makhulu....areyousureyoudidn'tknow

whatyousignedyourselfinto?Liketheynever

mentionedittoyou"

Grams:"theyalwayssaidaslongasI'mworking

forthemI'mingoodhandsI'mlikepartofthe

family,theydidn'ttreatmelikeamaid,they

treatedmelikefamily,whenitwastimeforme

toretiretheytoldmenottoworryI'llalwaysbe

partofthemandmyfamilywillalwaysbe

protected,atthattimeIthoughttheyreallydid

thatcausetheyaregoodpeopleIdidn'tknowit

wasallpartofthecontract"

Me:"andI'msurethiscontractcan'tbe

terminatedbyyourdeathsincetheagreement

doesn'tneedyouitcanonlybeterminatedby



mydeath....great"

Grams:.....

Me:"didyoudrinkyourpills?"

Shenods

Me:"soI'mgettingmarriedthisweekend?"

IhatetheJohnsonsandtheirstupidsonfor

beingborn

Ilaughindisbelief

Me:"arrangedmarriage?Ithoughtwewerein

thetwentyfirstcentury....ohwaitwe

are,arrangedmarriagesarenowdoneby

contracts"

Grams:"IwishtherewassomethingIcoulddo

tostopallthismadness,youtooyoungforthis"

Me:"itsokay....I'llsurvive"

Igetupandheadtothebathroom,Ineedto

freshenup,afteranicecoldshowerIdressup



thenheadtothesittingroom

Quinton:"readytogo?"

Me:"yeahsure"

Wearenowdrivingtosomewhere...Idon'tknow

what'supwithpeopleandnottellingmewhere

theytakingme

Weweredrivingthroughveryclassysuburbs

Me:"okay...thisplaceisnotforpeoplelike

us..whatarewedoinghere?"

Ifeltsosmallwithallthefancyflashycars

drivingbyandweinthisskorokoro

Quinton:"promisenottogetmad?"

Me:"Ican'tdothat,ifitsgonnamakememadI'll

getmad"

Quinton:"justtoday,pleasedon't"

Me:"okayifitdoesmakememad,I'llpretendI'm

not"



Quinton:"promise?"

Me:"promise...nowwhatisit"

Hekeepsquietasweparkinfrontofavery

beautifulbiggate

Hepressedsomebuttonsthenpressedhis

thumbforlong

"Accessrecognized"

Somewomantalksfromthemachinelooking

thingyhewaspressing,thegateopens

Me:"woooow"

Thefrontyardalonewassobeautifulandbig

withsomethinglikeawaterfountaininthe

middlewithtrimmedsmalltreeshereandthere

andflowers,thedrivewaytothehousewas

quietlong,weparkedinfrontofthisbigwhite

threestorymansionwiththreesexycarsparked

infrontofthehouse



Me:"ohmygreatGod,whatisthisplace?"

HewalksoutandcomesopenthedoorformeI

gotoutandwemadeourwaytotheentrance

heopenedtheslidingdoor

Me:"wecan'tjustbadgeinhere...Quinton?"

Myeyeswonderaroundadmiringeverysingle

thinginthishousefromthesparklingfloorto

themesmerizingroof

Quinton:"welcometomyhome"

Ilookedathimamusedthenburstintolaughter,

IstoppedwhenInoticedabigpictureframedof

hiswholefamily,Nexttothatonewasof

himselfalonewearingaverypolishedsuit

Thenanotheroneofahandsomeyoungman

wholookslikehimnexttothatonewasa

pictureofCandrainthemostbeautifuldress

nexttoherwasanotherhandsomemanwho

lookedolderthenQuinton



Ilookedathimandhehadanervoussmile

Me:"Youserious!?"

Henods

Nowayhecan'tbeserious,he'spoor...heis

veryverypoor...I'mdreamingagain!Quintonis

Poor.

InoticeCandrawalkingdownthestair

Candra:"Bro!Youfinallyboughtherhome!"

whatthehellisgoingon??

Me:"Quinton?"(Whispering)

Candracametowardsmeandgavemeahug,

wearenowsitedinthisbeautifulbigyetvery

simplelounge,ithadtoolittlebutwasso

beautiful

Candragotuptogogetussomethingtodrink

Quinton:"Iknowyouhavemanyquestionsfor

merightnow"



Me:"youbetterstarttalking"

Quinton:"I'llexplaineverything,butallI'lltellyou

rightnowisthat,thisismyhome,whereIgrew

up"

Me:"Idon'tunderstand,youtoldme...

Candra:"hereareyourdrinksohandwouldyou

likesomehorsd'oeuvre?"

Shewasaskingme..Ifeelsoembarrassedright

now,whatinthelivingworldisthat

Me:"I..uhm..excuseme?"

Candra:"horsd'oeuvreswouldyoulikesome?"

Itsoundslikeshe'ssayingorder

Me:"I'llhaveasandwichthanks"

IsawQuinton'sfaceturningredtryingtoholdin

hislaugh

Candralooksatmeconfused

Candra:"uhm..oh..ookay"



Shewalkedbacktothedirectionshecame

from

Me:"what'ssofunny?"

Heburstintolaughter

Quinton(laughing):"yohhbubyoukillingme"

Me:"mxm,takemehome"

Istoodup

Quinton(laughing):"comeon...wait..I'msorry"

Me:"whatwasCandrareallyofferingme?"

Quinton:"horsd'oeuvres....theyareappetizers,a

sortofsnack"

Me:"oohh"

Hemademesitdown..Ifeelsoembarrassed

andsmallrightnow

.

.



.

.
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Afterwehadsomesnacks"horsd'oeuvres"lol

theyweredelicious,itwasjustfriedchickenon

atoothpickorasshecallsit"PeanutChicken

SkewersWithChiliMayonnaise"arghrich

people,Candragotacallfromherboyfriendand

excusedherselfsoitsnowjustmeandQuinton,

heshowedmearoundthewholehouse,itsso

big,everythingiswhiteandgoldshinyand

sparkly.

Wearenowatthebackyard,itssoohuge

,there'sachillingpoolarea,andabigyardwith

nicelycutgrass,thereabasketballcourtand

alsoacricketpitch,wecarryonwalking

Me:"damnthisplaceismagical,lookslikea

palace"

Quinton:"yeahitdoes"

Me:"Quinton,whydidyoutellmeyouwerepoor

whengrowingup?"

Quinton:"wellwewereoncepoor,onlygotthis



richwhenIwasten"

Me:"butstillyougrewuprich,allthistimewe

weresuffering,yourich"

Quinton:"Lisa,youdon'tunderstand,allof

this,there'snothingniceaboutit"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?Areyououtofyour

mind,Quintonweusedtostarveforalmostthe

wholeyearwithabsolutelynothingtoeat,we

almostgotkickedoutofourapartmentcause

thingsweresobad,Isacrificedmybursary

moneysothatIhelpwithrent,myGranny's

pensionwouldonlylastushalfofthemonth,the

moneyyoumadeattheclubwassolittleit

finishesjustontheserviceofyourscrap

car,we'dsleepwithbreadandbutterformonths

withnotea,ifyoudidn'tgettheraiseyougot

thisyearwewould'vemovedtoasmallerand

cheaperapartment,wealmostsoldyour

car,remember?...Idon'tgetitQuintonwhy

wouldyouletyourselfsuffersomuchwhenyou



canhaveanythingyouwantinthisworld,a

motherthatlovesyou,asisterthat'sveryfond

ofyouandtwobrothersandabigasshouse,

why,whywouldyounottakeadvantageofyour

privileges?"

Westopwalkinghelooksatme

Quinton:"rememberItoldyoumydadwas

involvedinshadybusinesses?"

Me:"yeah"

Quinton:"mydadwasaruthlessmanwho

caredaboutnothingbuthisbusinessesand

moneyandtakingcareofhisenemies,hetook

careofhisfamily,yes,butnevershowedus

fatherlyloveliketheoneIsawonmoviesor

otherkidsatschool,whenitwascareerday

,childrenwouldcomewiththeirfathersand

motherswhoweredoctors,lawyers,policemen

andallthat,mymothershewouldcomebut

leaveearlybecauseofbusiness,mydadjust



madeitclearthathehasnotimeforthatcrap

andneverwill,hehadsomany

enemies,sometimesthey'dhavetheirgun

fightsrighthereinthisveryluxuriousyard,you

seethebeautifulgrasswestandingon,lotsof

bloodhasbeenspiltinthisveryluxurious

premiseseveninsidethehouse,Ihatethisplace

Lisa,itholdsmanybadmemories,Ithat

luxurioushouse,Ihatethatpool,Ihatetheairof

thisplace,Ihateeverythingmyfatherhasever

accomplishedfromhisdirtybusinesses"

Mybodycringes,asIthinkofthepeoplewho

might'vediedhere,IhatepeoplelikeQuinton's

dad

Me:"sothathatredisthecauseofyoumoving

out?"

Quinton:"Yes,Iwantednottodowiththe

money,duringhighschooldadtaughtme

everythingabouthisbusinesses,sothatIcould

onedaytakeoverhetaughtallofusexcept



Candrasinceshe'sagirl,hediedwhenIwas

doingmatricthankgoodnessIwasnotforced

todoillegalthingsanymore"

Me:"wait,whenhetaughty'all,youmeanlikey'all

werereallyworkingforhimanddoingallthose

stuff?"

Henods

Quinton:"yes,Lisa,alotofbloodrunsthrough

thesehands"

Hepullsouthishandstome

Quinton:"sometimes,Iwanttochopthemoff"

Iholdhishandsandlockthemwithmine

Me:"youcan'tblameyourselfforyourFather's

selfishways"

Quinton:"nowyouseewhatliesbehindthe

flashyluxuriouslife?..bloodandhatred,no

happiness,nolove,nocomfort,nosleep,no

peace"



Hepullsmeclosertohimandlockshisarms

aroundmywaist

Quinton:"rememberourwouldyourather

game?"

Me:"howcanIforget"(laughs)

Quinton:"I'vegotafewwouldratherformyself"

Iraisemybrowsmiling

Quinton:"I'dratherbepoorandbehappythan

richandgrumpy,I'dratherbepoorandhavea

peacefulsleepthanrichandalwayshauntedby

nightmares,I'dratherbepoorandbelovedthan

richandbehated,I'dratherbepoorandhave

youbymysidethanberichandhaveagold

diggingwhorewho'lllovemymoneymorethan

me.....youseebub,I'drathersufferandworkmy

waytothetoptherightwaythangetthere

usingpeople'stearsandblood"

Mybodycringesagainwhenhesays

blood,....whatthehell--



Me(whispers):"Quinton....

Quinton:"what'swrong?Whatdoyousee"

Me:"behindyou...he'sback,lookhe'sright

behindyou..."

Mydadisstandingtherelookingthesamewith

bloodalloverhim

Helooksbehindhim

Quinton:"there'snoonethere"

Hedisappeared

Isighandmybreathinggoesbacktonormal

Me:"nevermindI'm...Idon'tknowwhat'supwith

me"

Hehugsme

Quinton:"wasityourfatheragain?"

Inod

Quinton:"Ithinkyourfatherdoesn'twantyouto

bewithme"



Me:"what?Noitsnotyou,whywouldn'thewat

you,you'vebeennothingbutgoodtome"

Quinton:"eversinceI'vemovedinyou'vebeen

havingnightmaresandbadthingshavebeen

happening,wefellevenmoreinlove,nowmany

thingsareruiningourchanceatlove,yourdad

keepstellingyoutorunaway,Ithinkhemeans

fromme"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,thoseareonlynightmaresandthatrun

away,itswhathesaidwhenhediedhewas

tellingmetorunawayfromhiskiller,Idon't

knowwhyhe'sonmymindagain,maybeits

causeImisshim,butheisnotatpeaceandI

don'twanthimtovisitmewhilehe'sstillin

darkness,he'sfreakingmeout"

Quinton:"hesaidhe'sprotectingyoufromthe

peopleyoucallyourfriends"

Me:"youknowwhathappenedthenextdayafter



thatdream?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"yonelashowedhertruecolourstome,she

provedthatshewasneverafriendtomeshe's

alwaysbeenjealousofme,insultedmeinwaysI

couldneverimagine,sheeventhreatenedtotell

gramsthetruthaboutthewholepretending

thingallbecauseshewasjealousandwanted

Mncedisitodateherinsteadofme"

Quinton(shocked):"what!?Yonela?Yourbest

friendyonela?"

Me:"yeap...Bestfriendhuhyeahright"

Quinton:"thefriendswehave"

Me:"soIthinkthat'sthefriendhewastalking

aboutnotyou,Imean,you,itjustwouldn'tmake

anysense"

Quinton(fakesmiles):"yeahIguessso,tellme,if

youweretoknowyourfather'skiller,howwould



youfeelorreact?"

Mybodyboilsasangerfillsmeup

Me:"I'dbefuriousathim,Ihatehimwithallmy

being,ifIweregiventhechanceI'dkillhimwith

thesamegunheusedtokillmyfather"

Quinton:"whatabouthisfamily?Wouldyou

hatethemtoo"

Me:"everythingofthisQuinton,hiswife,how

canshemarryamonsterlikethat,hischildrenif

I'dcomeacrossoneofthem,IthinkI'dgivehim

orherabeatingjustsotheycantakeitfortheir

fathersincehe'snolongeralive,ihatehim,I'm

gladIdon'tknowhowhelooksorelseI'dhate

everythingthatresembleshim"

Mybreathingwasheavy,I'msoangryIhatethat

manwhokilledmydadinfrontofhiswifeand

kidhowcruelcanonebe

Quinton:"whoa,that'sdeep...comeonlet'sget

ridofthesebadvibes,letmeshowyou



somethingcool"

I'vecalmedmyselfdown

Me:"youmeanthere'ssomethingmorecool

thanthatcinemaandgameroomand

everythingelseyoujustshowedmeinthat

house"

Helaughs

Quinton:"yep,followme"

Ifollowhimtotheotherendoftheyardwhere

thereisawoodenhousemorelikeacottagehe

leadsmeinsideI'mhitbythesmelloffreshhay

Ihearseveralhorseswhinnyfromtheenclosed

walls

Me:"ohmy!Youhavehorses?"

Quinton:"asyoucansee"

Ilookaroundeachclosedupinastable

Quinton:"comehaveacloserlook"



Igetcloserthehorsepeeksitsheadoutover

thewoodendoor

Me:"wowshe'sabeauty..what'syournamegirl"

Quintonchuckles

Quinton:"itsaboyactually"

Me:"oh,butitssocute,damnifIwereafemale

horseI'dhaveamajorcrushonhim"

Helaughs

Quinton:"thankgodyounot....hisnameis

trigger,thisismyfavouritehorseoutofallI

practicallyraisedhim,thisguyknowsallmy

secretsandembarrassingstoriesasa

teenager"

Me:"ifonlyhecouldspeak,ohtrigger,youwould

tellmeeverything"

Quinton:"never,he'stooloyaltome,righttrigger"

Heneighs



Icopyhim

Me:"nieeeeghhh"

Quintonlaughsatmethenjoinsmetogether

withthehorsemakinghorsesounds

Me&Q&Trigger:"niieeeeeeeghhhh"

Weburstintolaughter,exceptthehorseof

cause,that'dbescarylol

Quinton:"wannagoforaride!?"

Ijumpexcitedly

Me:"thoughtyou'dneverask!"

Wefirstfeedhimhaythenhetakeshimout

HepicksmeupandIjumponhesandsnextto

thehorseandslowlywalkshim

Me:"thisissonice,I'vealwayswantedtoridea

horse"

Quinton:"forafirsttimer,youanatural"

Idon'tknowwhathappenedIwasfooling



aroundwiththeropesonitsneckIthinkI

pulleditbutrightnowIthinkI'mgonna

die,triggerisrunninglikecrazyheeventripped

Quintonandhefellbehind

"Heeellllllppppp!!Somebody!!!!Quinton!!!Stop

thishorsenow!!!Stopstopstop!!"

TearsarestreamingdownI'mholdingonas

tightasIcanbutmybuttisslippingImightfall

anytime,Imightdieanytime

"Quuuuuiiintooooooooon!!"

HeisrunningafteruslikecrazyifIwasn't

worriedaboutdyingrightnowI'dbelaughingat

him

Triggerstopped...FinallyIcan----

Trigger:nniieeeegghhh!

HeliftshisfrontlegsupbeforeIknowitI'mon

thegroundfellflatonmytummygoshithurts

somuch



Triggerjuststoodthere

Quinton(breathingheavily):"bub!Youokay??"

Me:"whatkindofquestionisthat!?Nxaof

causeI'mnotokayI'mfuckenhurt!..aahhh"

Myheadpainsthemostitreallybangedhardon

theground

Hepicksmeupandweheadbacktothehouse

whichwasalongdistancehekeepsstopping

tryingtocatchhisbreath,itssocute,helooks

sofinerightnow,can'tbelieveI'mdroolingyet

I'minsomuchpain

Me:"hhlliiahh.....ouch...easy"

Hewasrubbingsomeherbalstuffonmyknee

whichalsogotscratched

Quinton:"sorrybub..almostdone"

Hefinishedatlast

Me:"I'mneverridingahorseagain!"



Helaughs

Quinton:"comeontheynotthatbad"

Ilookathimindisbelief

Me:"notthatbad?"

Quinton:"I'mkiddinggeezdon'tbitemyhead

off"

Me:"mxm,I'minpainpleasespoilme"

IkindagettoobabyishwhenIgetinjuredI

demandnursingandcare

QuintonwasofferingmeallthejunkIcould

thinkof,itwasgettinglateandwewerejust

chillingathishouse,luckilyIaskedourneighbor

tocheckongramsnowandthenandIcalled

hertocheckifshe'sokay

Quinton:"there'sonemoreplaceinthehouseI

wanttoshowyou"

Me:"okay"(excitedly)



Hestandsupandwalksleavingmebehind,he

looksbackasherealisesI'mnotfollowinghim

Quinton:"areyoucoming?"

Me:"youdon'texceptmetowalkmyselfnowdo

you...needIremindyouthatitsyourfavourite

horsethat...

Quinton:"okayokay,goshI'veheardenoughof

thatincidentforoneday"

Hecomesandreluctantlypicksmeup,hemade

mewrapmylegsaroundhim

Me:"couldn'tyoupickmeupbridalstyle?"

Icouldfeelhiscrotch

Quinton:"whatswrongwiththisway?"

Hewaswalkingwhichwasmakingthings

worsecauseourthingswerebumpingeach

otherashewasgoingdownthestairs

Me:"itsabitintense"



Quinton:"Ilikeintense"

IthinkI'mgettingwet

Me:"wellIdon't"

Wereachedaplacelikeabasementitwasso

dark,thenthelightwenton

Therewasbottlesofwineallaround

Quinton:"welcometothecellar,thisismoms

collection"

Me:"wowthisroomisbeautiful,somuchwine"

Quinton:"yeaah,weusedtocomedownhere

andstealafewwhenevermybrothersandI

wouldthrowahousepartywhentherents

wherenotaround"

Me:"heeekantiyouweremischievous,I

should'veknown"

Quinton:"babe,IwasnosaintIalsohada

rebellioussidelikeanyotherteenager"



Me:"Ibetyou'dbringgirlsdownheretoimpress

themsoyoucanshag"

Ismirk

Quinton:"yeap,youcaughtme,I'dgetthem

drunkthenshagthem....sowouldyoulikea

glass?"

Hesmirks

Me(laughs):"notgoingtoworkwithme"

Quinton:"I'mjoking,I'veneverboughtgirls

downhereoranyone,thisplaceisstrictlyfamily"

Me:"butI'mnotfamily"

Hecomescloser

Quinton:"youmyfamilybub,andsoon

enough,we'llstartourownfamily"

Ifeelbutterfliesasthethoughtpassesmymind

Me:"aboutthatglass?Doestheofferstill

stand?"



Quinton:"hawuvelephela,naweuyaz"

(obviously,)

Hepoursussomewinewedrink,itwas

amazing

Me:"arethosegrapes?"

Iseeabunchofgrapesinawoodenbasin

Quinton:"yep"

Me:"somany"

Quinton:"forthewine"

Me:"y'allmakeyourownwine?"

Henods

Quinton:"mommakesitthat'soneofher

businesses,momonlyrunslegalbusinesses"

Me:"that'swhyyouloveyourmotherso

much,she'stheonlyonewhoplayedthegood

parentrole"

Quinton:"althoughshewasn'tthatgood,foreven



marryingamanlikedadbutyeahIloveher"

Therewasalsosquashedgrapes,Iwasstill

lookingaroundwhenIfeltliquidonmyselfit

wasgrapejuicefromthesquashedgrapes

Me:"whatthehell"

Quinton(laughs):"oopsmybad"

Me:"ohhhyougonnagetitnow"

Iscoopahandfulandthrowitathimrighton

theface

Me(laughing):"yeess...youmessedwiththe

wronggirl"

Hestartedlaughinghardandwethrewgrapes

ateachotherwemadeamessalloverthe

place,ourclothesandbodywerecoveredin

grapejuice

Me:"noonotmyhair....Ohthat'sit!"

Iranafterhimherunsupstairsuntilwewereby

thekitchenIcorneredhimhewasstuck



Me:"gotyou"

Ithrewmyselfathimandhepickedmeup,we

werekindoftipsyfromallthatwine

Hekissedme

Quinton(whispers):"No..Igotyou"

Wekissedmorehungrily,onethingledto

another

*******

Quinton:"don'tcrybub,I'llcomeforyou.."

Me(crying):"Idon'twanttogo,Idon'twanttoget

married"

Quinton:"I'llfightforyouIpromise,ifitsthelast

thingIdo"

Me:"Imissyoualready"

Quinton:"Imissyoutoo,butbabeyou'llbeback

soontheycantkeepyouawayfromschoolfor

long"



Me:"IhatethemQIhatethemwithallmy

might"

Hesqueezesmeinahugoncemore,I'vealready

packed,theyevensentadrivertocomepickme

andgramsup,gramswasalreadyinthecarI

wasstillsayingmygoodbyestoQuinton,we

didn'tevensleeplastnightwetalkedandmade

lovethewholenight

Quinton:"justpromisemeonething"

Me:"anything"

Quinton:"wellIcan'tsaydon'thavesexwiththe

guy,causeIknowthatwillhappensooneror

later..justbepatient,makesurehe'snot

infected"

M:"itwon't,Iwon'tletit"

Quinton(sighs):"inallyoudopleasepromise

methis....youwon'tfallfortheguy"

Me:"ofcausenot,IonlyloveyouandIonly



alwaysloveyou"

Quinton:"Ineedyoutopromisemeliss"

Me:"Ipromise"(crying)

Me:"promisemeinwhateveryoudo,youwon't

everfallinlovewithanothergirl"

Quinton:"Ipromise...myheartonlybeatsfor

you"

Weshareakissfilledwithpassionandlotsof

emotions

Hepullsout

Quinton:"takecareofyourselfbub,thisisnot

goodbye"

Me:"itsaseeyoulater"

Hepecksmylips

Quinton:"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"Iloveyouwaytoomuch"

Wekissagain,webothdon'twanttoletgo



"Wehavetogetgoingmam"

Thedriverinterrupts

Quinton:"byebub,haveasafetrip"

IPeckhislipsrepeatedlythengotinsidethecar

Me:"byeQ"

Quinton:"wait"

Hetakesoutsomethingfromhispocket

Hegivesmetheringthatheproposedwiththat

nightalongwiththenecklace...bythewaythis

isthesameringandnecklaceIsawinthatshop

andlikedthem,thenightwhenwerobbeda

shop,whenweweredrunkashell,yepthat'sthe

ones

Iburstintotearsashehelpsmeputonthe

necklace

Hekissesme

Quinton:"don'tcryplease,youbreakingmy



heart"

Me:"I'msorry...byeQuinton"

Thecartakesoffandoffwego...aplaceI

thoughtIwouldneverstartmylifethereagain

backtoeasterncape,Idon'tknowwhybutit

feelslikeI'mleavingthecityforever...noway!

I'mcomingback,onewayortheother!

IlookbackandIcan'tseeourhouseanymore

Ican'tstopthetearsfromfalling

Grams:"pleasestopcryingNana,kuzolunga,let's

justkeepinfaith"

Ijustwanttotouchhimonelasttime,once

more,allofyesterday'seventscomeflashing

back,whenheshowedmehishome,thegrape

fight,meetingtrigger,triggerdroppingme,the

lovemaking..Ohgodwhatkindofpunishment

isthis?Justwhenwefoundeachother

.



.
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I'mwokenupbysomeoneshakingmeIopen

myheavyswolleneyes,IcriedtillIfellasleep

Grams:"wealmostthereLisa,doyouwant

somethingtoeat"

ShepassedmeKFCpaperbagIshakemyhead

Grams:"youhavetoeatsomethingNana"

Me:"noI'mfinegrams"

Grams:"Iknowthisisnoteasyforyou,youreally

lovedQuintonbutwehavenochoiceLisa"

Ifeelthetearsthreatening

Me:"Iknow..Ijustmisshimsomuch,Ilovehim

grams,nowI'llhavetomarryatotalstranger

whichI'llneverlove"

Grams:"astimegoesyouwillgrowtoloveyour

husbanditwilltakeawhiletoforgetabout..,..

Me(interrupts):"Howcanyousaythat...Ilove



QuintongramsI'llnevereverforgethim,Ican

forgeteveryoneelsebutI'llneverforget

him,he'smyeverything,hewastherewhenIhad

noone,ifitwasn'tforhim,Iwouldn'tbehere,you

wouldn'tevenhaveagranddaughter"

Theglassesfinallybreakandthetreadstream

down

Grams:"uthethaukthiniukbaIwouldn'thavea

granddaughter?"(Whatdoyoumean?)

Me:"hesavedmylifefromthefirstdayIgotto

Jo'burg,hetookmeinwhenIhadnowhereto

go,heshowedmelovewhenIhadnoone,he's

justalwaysbeenthere,Ilovehim,Ilovedhim

fromtheverymomentIlaidmyeyesonhim,I'll

alwaysandforeverlovehim"

Grams:"savedyourlife?"

Me:"mybursaryneverofferedme

accommodation,Ididn'ttellyoubecauseIdidn't

wanttostressyou,Ihadnowheretogo,Ispent



thewholedayandnightwonderingthestreets

ofbraamfontienIalmostgotmuggedandgang

rapedbutQuintoncamejustintimeandsaved

mylifethenofferedmeaplacetostay"

WaitaminutedidIjusttellgramsthetruth

abouthowwemet?

Grams:"butthat'snotwhaty'alltoldme?So

you'vebeenstayingwithhimsinceyougotto

Jo'burg?"

Me:"yeah,wedidn'ttellyoucausewedidn'twant

tostressyou,youoldnowgramsanythingthat

stressesyoucouldkillyou,somethingsare

bestyoudon'tknow"

Grams:"I'mhandlingitprettywellnowaren'tI

..pleasenexttimewhenyouintroubletellme"

Inod

Driver:"andwehere"

Heparksinfrontofthisbighouse,thewallsare



notthathighandtheytransparentsothehouse

andeverythingisvisible,wowitsbeautiful

ThegateopensandwedriveinandParkin

frontofthisbigtwostorymansionasbeautiful

asthisplaceis,I'dratherbeinourwackpitiful

apartmentwithQrightnow

WeheadtowardthedoorInoticeagorgeous

middleagedwomanwithabigkindsmile

comingtowardus

Woman:"Molweniyuuhhandavuya

ukunibona"(hello,I'msohappytoseey'all)

Us:"molonakuwe"(hello)

Shehuggedmakhuluthensqueezesmetoo

Woman:"awusemhleugqithaizthombe

bendikubonakuzo"(youevenmorebeautiful

thanthepicturesIsawofyou)

Me:"Enkosimah(thanksmah)

Woman:"mynameisLizekaJohnsonyoucan



callmeLizz,pleasefollowme....Joshplease

taketheluggagetotheirrooms"

Weheadinside,whoathisplaceisbreathtaking,

sosophisticated.

Sheleadsustothesittingroom

MrsJohnson:"dinnerwillbereadyina

few,knobanilambe"(y'allmustbestarving)

Grams:"beskesathengaintoyokudlaendleleni

soayinokosiright"(weboughtfoodontheway

sowestillgood)

MrsJohnson:"areyouokaybabygirl?Youreyes

areswollen"

Ismile

Me:"I'mgoodmah,justaminorallergy,andI

thinkI'mabittired,Jo'burgisfar"

MrsJohnson:"mmhokay,afterdinnerI'llshow

youstraighttoyourroom"

Me:"I'dlikethat..UhmmahcanIgofreshenup



beforedinner?"

MrsJohnson:"ofcause,followme"

Igotupandsheledmethroughthepassage

MrsJohnson:"you'llmeetmyotherchildren,

theywentoutbutthey'llbebackanyminute

now"

Westillwalkingthishouseisbig

Me:"okaymah,youmeanallyourchildren?"

Shelooksatmeandsmiles

MrsJohnson:"areyoutryingtoaskmeabout

yourhusbandtobe?"

Ifakealaugh

Me:"youcaughtme"

MrsJohnson:"hewenttoworkwithhis

father,theymightbebackverylate"

Me:"ohokay"

MrsJohnson:"don'tworry,Ijustknowhe'lllove



you,yousobeautiful"

Me:"thankyoumah"

MrsJohnson:"pleaseI'mtooyoungtobecalled

mah,Itoldyou,youcancallmeLizz"

I'msonotcomfortablewiththatshe'sstillan

alder

Me:"okaymamLizz"

MrsJohnson:"that'sbetterLisa.."

Wefinallyreachedtheroomitissobig,greyred

andblackwerethemaincolours,veryboyish

butniceroom

MrsJohnson:"thisisyourroom,hopeyou

settleinwell,andpleasetrynottotaketoolong

honey,theotherswillbehereanyminutenow

anddinnerisalmostready"

Me:"I'llbequick"

Shesmilesatme



MrsJohnson:"IlikeyouLisakhanyayouso

youngsweetandbeautiful,Iknowyou'llfitin

perfectlyinourlittlebigfamily"

OhbutI'mnotheretostayunfortunately

Me:"IlikeyoutoomamLizz"

Shesmilesthenturnsherheelsandwalksout,I

breathoutthesecondshe'sout,whuusomuch

dominanceherpresencewassuffocating

me,she'sbeautifulshame,verybeautiful,Ihope

thesonatleasttookherlooks,sothisroomis

anensuitebedroom,there'sahugeslidingdoor

thatseparatesthebathroomfromtheroom,I

getundressedandheadfortheshower.

ItakemysuitcasethentakeoutmylongPJs

easterncapeweatherdoesn'tmessarounditis

darncoldatnightsummerornosummer,

Iwrapmygowntoo,combmyhairandtiedit

neatlyup,Ilookaroundtheroomabit,there'sa

balcony,averyniceview,Ilookinsidethecloset



andthere'sclothes,theymustbethesocalled

husband'sofmine...IheaddownstairsIhear

peoplelaughingandtalkingasIgetcloser

Theyallbecomequietwhentheyseemethey

allsittedaroundthetable

"Comesitnexttome!"

Alittleadorablegirlshouts,shelooksfiveorsix

,Ismileandsitnexttoher

Therewerefourgirlsandoneguy

MrsJohnson:"everyonethisistheLisakhanya

I'vebeentellingy'allabout,Lisathesearemy

children,mychildrenintroduceyourselfonce

againforLisa"

"HeyLisaI'mNoluthandobutyoucancallme

thando,I'mtheprincessofthishouse"

She'ssocuteshelooksmyageoroneyear

younger

"I'mlethuthesecondtolastborn,itsniceto



meetyouLisaIcan'twaittotakeyououtfor

girlsdayout"

Shgigglesshelooksliketheglammerofthis

familyshe'sverybeautifulwithherbigamber

eyes

Me:"nicetomeetyoutoo"

"I'mSandra"

Shesayssoftly,okayshemustbethequietone

Me:"nicetomeetyouSandra"

"MnakendiguLwazithesecondborn,the

coolestbrotherever,rightladies?"

Theylaughsomeagreeandsomedon'tbut

jokingly

There'sjustthisonegirl,she'sbeenquietlooks

liketheeldestsistershe'ssobeautifulwithher

Brazilianweave

MrsJohnson:"ayibowena,wathula

nje..kawuyekeukbamuncuuzazise"



"Arghmah,I'msonotinthemoodforthis,canI

beexcused"

Shegotupandleftbeforehermomcould

protest,yoohhthecheek

Lwazi:"don'tmindher,shejustgotdumpedby

herboyfriend"

MrsJohnson:"ayiwenasuthuthaindabazikasis

wakho"(stopbroadcastingyoursister's

business)

Lethu:"bythewaythat'sourbigsisMinenhle

butweallcallherEnhle"

MyheartbeatsabitfastasQuinton'sgirlfriend

comesacrossmymind,butIbrushitoff,that

can'tbeher,she'sinJo'burg

Me:"itsreallynicetomeetyouall"

Thando:"waituntilyoumeetouroldestbrother

anddad"

Wecarryoneatingandtalking,theywereasking



meandgramsmillionquestions

"y'allforgotaboutme"

thatwastheadorablegirlbesidesme

wealllaugh

Me:"ohheywhat'syournamecutie?"

"mynameissnakhokonke!I'mthismuchold"

sheholdsupfivefingers

Me:"woowsomuch!IwishIwasthatmuchold

too"

shegiggles,ohmygoshshe'ssoadorable,but

who'schildisshe?causethandosaidshe'sthe

lastborn?

Icarryoneatingfakingsmileshereandthere,I

hopetheynottoovisiblethatI'mfaking

Mymindisnothereatall,Iwanttoescape

already,IneedtohearQuinton'svoicetelling

methathe'llcomegetmefromthisplace



Ihearshoutingcomingfromthekitchenwhere

themaindooris,itsoundsliketwomenarguing

Lethu:"ohboitherecomesthedramaticduo

fatherandson"

Sherollshereyes

"Ididwarnyouaboutgolfbutnoooolet'snot

listentothefoolishsonheknowsnothing"

"Ohshutup,ifyouweren'tbusytryingtocharm

thatgirlmaybeyouwould'vescoredafew

goals,youweren'tconcentrated"

"Ohpleasedad,youknowthat'snotevenhalfof

thetruth"

Theybeganlaughingastheygotcloser,Iwas

justconcentratedonmyfood

MrsJohnson:"ifitisn'tmytwofavoriteboys"

"Hellofam,ohIseewehaveguests"



MrsJohnson:"guests?Nonsense,that's

family,that'sLisaandVictoriahergrandmother,

remembersheusedtoworkhere"

"HowcanIforget"

Iliftupmyheadandsmileathimmyeyes

instantlylockwithhis...waitwaitIthinkmyeyes

aredeceivingme,thiscan'tbe,he'salsolooking

atmeconfused

MrsJohnson:"Lisathisismyfirstborn.....

Me&Him:"Lisa\Mncedisi?"

Whatthehellishedoinghere,hecan'tbe......No!

ndavelendaphiswangumcamo(suddenlyIfeel

theurgetopee)

Me:"uhm...I..Ineedthebathroom...Excuseme!

"

Iliterallyrunoutandmakemywaytotheroom

.



.

.

.

.

tobecontinued..

[07/28,17:00]W:continuation

LISA



Idon'tknowhowlongI'vebeensittingonthis

toiletbutitbeenquiteawhile,I'mtoonervous

tocomeout,whatifthistimeI'llfeeltheurgeto

poop?Ican'tbelievethis,Liamisgoingtobe

myhusband?Thiscan'tbegood,he'smy

ex..thismustbethethinghe'sforcedtodothat

hewastalkingabout..Okay,Icanreadbetween

thelinesbutthisheheheayiIneversawit

coming,itwould'veneverevercrossedmy

mind,Idon'tevenknowhowtofeelaboutthis

wholethinganymore,ohgraciousGodIneedto

callQandtellhim,oohhbuthe'llbesomad

whenhefindsoutitsLiam,healreadynever

likedhimnowit'llmakethingsworsebutstillI

havetotellhim

"Hello,sweetyareyouokayinthere?"

ThatsoundslikeLethu



Me:"uhmyeahI'mfine,I'llbeoutjustnow"

"Okaysweets,Iwasgettingworried"

Me:"I'mfine..."

Iopenedthedoor

Me:"andI'mdone"

Lethu:"aboutdamntime,I'msureyoufeellike

you'velosthundredkgs"

Welaugh

Me(laughing):"IthinkI'dbedeadifIlostthat

much"

Shelaughedharderyoohshehasaweirdlaugh

whichwasmakingmelaughmoretillwe

reachedeveryone,wesatinourplaces,Ididn't

evenwanttomakeeyecontact

Thando:"isn'tLisatooyoungtobemybrother's

wife?"

Okayshe'sabrat



Lethu:"ayibolovedoesn'tgobyage"

Love?LolIdon'tknowaboutthat

MrJohnson:"ayimamVictoria,wazalaapha

intombiyakhondyakxelela"(yourdaughtergave

birthtoabeautyItellyou)

Grams:"ndyambogela,sizalainkosazanazodwa

kwaMthethwa"

MrJohnson:"aahhhoNyobosemadodaoJobe

ayindizophelaapho"

Theyburstintolaughter

MrsJohnson:"sekuzogqibezelaunyana

kaloku"(mysonshallcarryon)

MrJohnson:"kawutshokalokunyanananci

intombi,qhasakaloku"(comeonsonthere's

yourgirl,praiseher)

Ilookupathimhehasalazygrin,Ialways

seemtoforgethowcutethisguyis,thefatheris

acolouredbuthelookswhiteevenhishairisof



awhiteperson,buthespeaksfluentXhosahe

issohandsomehedoesn'tlookadayolder

thanthirty

Lee:"comeondad,whydoyoulike

embarrassingme?"

Lwazi(chuckles):"yeahdad,waziniuMncedisi

ngezithakazelo,azithethwaezozintole

eEnglandeebalungwini"(whatdoesmncedisi

knowaboutclannames,theydon'ttalklikethat

inEngland,whitepeopleplaces)

Theylaughabit

Lee:"khawuvalelomlomano

wakho,suphapha"(youbettershutyoumouth

andstopbeingforward)

Ifindmyselfsmilingattheircraziness

Lethu:"sobro,whatdoyouthinkofournew

sisterinlaw?"

Lee:"Ithinkshe'sveryhot"



Ilookupathim,Ifindhimstaringatme,Ilook

backdown,wewerenowwaitingfordesert

Lwazi:"she'smorethanhotbro,she'ssexy,she's

beautifulshe's.....

Lee:"okay,Igetit,let'sleavethosecompliments

tothehusband.....

Theylaugh

Gram:"imani..ayiboyazmanxa

ndikhumbula,loMncedisiengayhisendke

ndikubonenje?"(waitaminute,Ijust

rememberedthisMncedisiIthinkI'veseenyou

before)

OhdearGodshehas

Gram:"eGoliafewweeksback,youboughtback

Lisafromshopping?Yousaidyouwereanuber

driver?"

Shitshitshit...okaynowIfeeltheurgetopoop,

isitgettinghotinhere??



Thando:"Uber!?Nevernotmybrother"

Lethu:"soy'allhavemetbefore?"

MrJohnson:"don'ttellmeshe'sthegirlfrom

Jo'burgyou'vebeentalkingabout?"

Somebodypleasecomeandrescue

me..Quinton!!WhereareyouwhenIneedyou!?

Grams:"yestheothernighthedroppedoffLisa

whenshecamefromshopping,hesaidhewas

herdriver,whenLisawasstillengagedto

Quinton"

Nooo!!

MrsJohnson:"ohQuinton,Irememberyou

tellingmeabouthimgogo,sorrythatthingshad

toendlikethatLisa"

Lee:"Engaged?"

Fuckenhell!Isthissomesortofmomentof

truth?

Enhlecomesback



Enhle:"IheardQuinton'sname?"

Lethu:"oohhyeahisn'tthatyourexboyfriend?"

MrJohnson:"waitwaitwaitaminute,letmeget

thisstraight....So,Lisawasengagedto

Quinton.....WhichthisQuintonisalsoEnhle's

boyfriend...AtthesametimethisLisawasalso

datingmySon?WhileengagedtoQuinton?who

wasmydaughter'sboyfriend?andnowshe's

gonnamarrymyson?whomhappenstobeher

exfiancé'sgirlfriend'sbrother?whowillnowbe

hersisterinlaw?"

IknowIshouldn'tbefeelinglikelaughingbutI

amabit

Theroomfallssilentaseveryonegottheireyes

onme,rightnowwouldbeagoodtimeforthis

floortoopenandburymedeepdeepintothe

worldoftheunliving

Enhle:"wait?SoyouaretheLisahewas

planningonintroducingmeto?Thefarmgirl



roommate?"

Didshejustcallmeafarmgirl?...okaylet's

brushthatoff,Ithinknowwouldbeagoodtime

totellthetruth,ifI'mluckythisfamilywillwant

nothingtodowithmeandthey'llsendme

packing,ohmyGodthiscanactuallybemy

ticketoutofthishouseforgood!WowGod

worksinmysteriouswaysindeed!

Grams:"Lisa,pleasetellmewhat'sgoingon?"

Isigh

Me:"okayI'lltelly'alleverything....whenIfirstgot

toJo'burgIhadnoplacetostaysoIbumped

intoQuintonwhenhesavedmylifefromthugs,

hetookmeinandofferedmeaplacetostayfor

freeinhisapartmentheletmestayalonefora

yeartillIwascomfortablearoundhim,hemoved

backinhisflatwithmethisyear,andwe've

becomethebestoffriends,sothenmygrams

toldmesheisdyingsoonIwasdevastated,



Quintonwastheretosupportmeasafriend,we

neverdated,aroundthattimethat'swhenhe

wasdatingEnhle,hewantedustomeetbut

somethingalwayscameupthat'swhyenhle

andIdon'tknoweachother,asdayswentby

stayingtogetherwegrewcloser,sothengrams

toldmeIhavetogetmarriedtoastrangerin

theJohnsonfamily,Icouldn'tallowthat,I'mtoo

youngformarriage,Ican'tpossiblygetmarried,I

haddreamsandagameplansortedoutand

marriagewouldruinthat,soIliedtogramsand

toldherIdon'twanttogetmarriedcauseI'm

alreadyinarelationshipwitharichguysinceI

figuredI'mbeingsoldtoarichfamily,Ilied

abouthavingaboyfriendandhiswealth,when

gramswantedtomeetthisimaginaryboyfriend

ofmine,IaskedQuintontobemypretend

boyfriend,justuntilthiswholethingaboutme

gettingmarriedtoastrangerblowsoff,sowe

becamepretendcouple,gramswasinsisting

QuintonandIshouldgetmarriedsohe



proposedwewereevenplanningafake

weddingifitgoesthatfarandhewas100%

behindme,Ijustwantedtomakegrams

happy,thatwasthetimeImetliamatschoolhe

caughtmyeyeandcharmedme,sinceinmy

mindIwassingleItookmychanceswithhim

andfoundthatIreallylikehim,butbackathome

IwascatchingfeelingsforQuintonforrealall

thepretendingdidn'tfeellikepretending

anymore,wewerebothcatchingfeelings,and

thechemistrybetweenuswastooloud,while

thatwasgoingonmygramstoldmeIcan't

marryQuintoncauseshejustfoundoutthat

shesignedacontractwhichy'alldidn'tbotherto

explaintoher,thathergranddaughterwillhave

tomarryinthisfamily,sowehadtobreak

thingsoff,thepretending,that'swhenIthought

mylifeisoverIcriedthewholenightQuinton

wastheretocomfortmeasalways,that'swhen

weconfessedourloveforeachother,butitwas

toolate..."



Ilookatgramswholooksverydisappointed

Me:"I'msosorrymakhulu,butIdidn'twanttoget

married,andatthesametimeIwantedtomake

youhappy"

Enhle:"yousuchahypocrite!Quintonwasright

aboutyou,youjustalowlifelowclassbitch

who'sbeennothingbutahandfultohim,you

lyingQuintonneverlovedyou,healwaystoldme

howyousoirritatingandalwayswanthim

homeearlyandhowhissickntiredifhavingto

reporttoyoueverywherehegoes,henever

lovedyougirl,hiswayoutofyourleague..

youarejustdegradinghislifeandyouholding

himback..

He'smineandI'llmakesureIgethimback

,nxa!"

Shestormsoff..wait,didQuintonreallysayall

thataboutme?No,hewouldn't,wowthatreally

stung,Idon'tknowwhattofeelanymore



MrJohnson:"yohthatisonetwistedupstory"

Hechuckles,thenstartslaughingabithe

laughsevenmore,thewifejoinsin,lwazialso

laughsnextthingIknoweveryoneislaughing

evengrams,okayI'mconfused,IlookatLiamhe

isnotlaughingatallhejustlooksirritated

Heexcuseshimself

MrsJohnson:"yourstorymakesalotofsense

mybaby,ifIwereinyourshoesI'dhave

probablydonethesamething"

Lethu:"wowthisisalljustsocoincidental

damn"

Me:"canIpleasebeexcused"

Ididn'twaitforthemtoanswerImademyway

tothebedroomandthrewmyselfinbedthey

tookthatwellthanIexpected,I'mnevergetting

outofhere,Ican'tbelieveEnhleisLiam's

sister,thisissomessedup,whyamIso

cursed,whatshouldIdoinordertobehappy



Myphoneringsdisturbingmymiserable

thoughts

Me:"hello?"

"Heybub,areyouokay?Youseemdown?"

Ifeelalittleexcitementinme

Me:"OhQuinton,everythingissuchamess"

Quinton:"whathappenedmybub"

Me:"youwon'tbelievewhoI'mgettingmarried

to"

Quinton:"doIknowhim?"

Me:"Yes,youdo"

Hegoesquiet

Quinton:"Ihopeitsnotthatthatoboy?"

Me:"Nobutyouclose"

Hekeepsquiet

Me:"itsMncedisi,theguyIjustdumped"



Heremainssilent

Me:"IknowIdidn'texpectittoo,andyouknow

what'sworse?Gramsrecognizedhimfromthe

otherdaybeforeIknewitbhabhathewhole

truthaboutourpretendingisoutourfake

plannedmarriage,Ireallythoughttheywould

hatmeorsendmehomeoncetheyknowthe

liesI'mcapableofbutIguessthatwasnothing

comparedtohoweviltheyare"

Heremainssilent

Me:"hello?Quintonyouthere?

Quinton:"yesbub,I'mhere,I'mjust

shocked,...whoasooursecretisout,didgrams

takeitwell,I'msureshehatesme,Iliedtoher

face"

Me:"wellIdotknowifshe'sjustfrontingforthe

Johnsonsorshestakingitwell,IthinkLiam

didn'ttakeitwellhelookedmadevenexcused

himself"



Quinton:"aslongasgramsdidn'tgoallheart

attackonus...Icouldn'tcareleeshowthat

mnceshisifeels"

Igiggle

Me:"Ijustwanttogetoutofhere,feelslikeI've

beenhereforyears"

Quinton:"hangintherebabyI'malreadyworking

onit...pleasedomeafavourandalwayswear

yournecklacewithyou,whereveryougo,asa

reminderofhowmuchIloveyouandthatI'm

alwaystherewithyouwhereveryougo"

Me:"aaawww,that'ssosweetbabe,I'mactually

wearingitrightnow,I'mnevertakingitoffonly

whenIbath...Imissyousomuch"

Quinton:"youmissedbymelove,I'mcravingfor

yourlipsrightnowandyourtouch"

Me:"youturningmeonQ"

Quinton:"wishIcouldrunmyhandsallover



yoursexyturnedonself"

Amoanescapesmymouth,mytummyisinnot

asIfeelbubbles

Me:"pleaselet'snotcarryonwiththis

conversation"

Helaughsatme

Me:"ohIalmostforgottotellyou...youwon't

believewhoispartofthisfamily"

Quinton:"who?"

Me:"Minenhle"

Quinton:"asinEnhle?"

Me:"yepthatone,she'sMncedisi'ssister"

Quinton:"what?No"

Me:"I'mtellingyou,sonowwhenthetruthcame

outshewasfurious,sinceIalsomentionedthat

wekindoffellinlove,shewasfuming"

Quinton:"youtoldherweloveeachother?"



Me:"yeah,wellnotheronlyIwastellingthestory

toeveryone,Ihadtoletthemknowthatmy

heartiswithsomeoneelsesoifIneverlove

theirsonatleasttheyknowwhy"

Hesighs

Quinton:"youshouldn'thavementionedthatwe

areinlove"

Me:"why?"

Quinton:"thatwillkindofmessupmyplanto

comegetyou...ohbub..butitsokayI'llcomeup

withsomethingelse"

Me:"I'msosorry,atthattimeitseemedlikemy

onewayticketout"

Quinton:"IguessEnhleisnottakingthebreak

upwell?notthatIcareanyway"

Ishecheckinguponherthroughme?

Me:"Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare,wedidn'tget

offontherightfootandIdon'tthinkwe'llever



getalong..youwon'tbelievealltheliesshe

madeupaboutyou"

Quinton:"lies?Whatdidshesay?"

Me:"shetoldmehowmuchyoudislikeme,that

yousaidI'malowlifelowclassbitchwho's

beennothingbutahandfultoyou,howyouare

sofedupwithmethatyouhavetoreporttome

everythingyoudothatI'mjustdegradingyour

lifeandI'mholdingyoubackinlifecauseyou

havetofeedme...

Ifeeltearsthreateningmyvoicebreaking

Me:"arghjustsaidalotofmeanthings,Ihate

her,butIknowshewaslyingcauseshe's

jealousmaybe...right?"

Heremainssilent

Me:"youdidn'treallysaythosethingsabout

me....right?"

Quinton:"uhm...lookLisa..."



Me:"ohno..(gasps)..youdid..shewasright.."

Quinton:"bublistentome,Ididn'tmean....Ijust

saidthosethingssothat....

Me(whispers):"butyousaidthem.....shewas

right....I..Ithoughtyouloveme?"

Quinton:"Lisspleaselistentome...Iloveyou..I.

Me:"No,peopledon'tsaythosethingsabout

peopletheylove...arghIcan'tdothisrightnow"

Quinton:"bub....

Idropthecallandcrymylungsout,Ihate

myself,obviouslyitwastoogoodtobetrue,all

thatlovewastoofairytaleforagirllikeme,I'm

notdeservingoflove,onlyheartacheand

endlessproblems

"Lisa?Areyouokay?"

Ihearthedoorclose,I'msleepingonmytummy

withmyheadburiedinmyarm

Ishakemehead,I'mcryingoutloud



Ifeelhimsitnexttome

Lee:"Iknowthisisalltoomuch,Icanjust

imagineitmustbemorehardonyou"

Me:"I'mtiredLee,I'mtiredofeverything,I'm

tiredofliving"

Lee:"heyydon'tsaythat,pleasestop

crying..comehere"

Isitupandlookathimhepassesmetissueto

blowmynosethenpulledmeclosetohim,I

criedonhischest

Lee:"IneverwantedtogetmarriedLisa,

speciallyatthisageanddefinitelynotarranged

for,butithappenedandapartofmeisvery

excitedtoknowthatitsyou,I'mnotperfectLisa

trustmeIhavemyflaws,butIstillfeelthesame

wayIfeltaboutyouwhenIfirstsawyou,Iwant

ustoputasideourdifferencesandwork

towardsmakingourselveshappyandnot

anyoneelse,nowthatweareforcedtoget



marriedI'mnotgoingtotreatyouanydifferent,

theruleswesetoutwhenweweredatingstill

apply,liketakingthingsslow,I'mnotgoingto

rushyouintoanythingyounotreadyfor,westill

goingtogothroughthephaseofgettingto

knoweachother,I'llgiveyouthosesixthings

youaskedfromme..whatweretheyagain?Oh

..love,trust,honesty,communication,company,

andloyalty,withthosesixthings,you'llbethe

mostimpressedgirlintheworld...remember

that?"

Ichucklebetweenthehiccupsandtears

Me:"youreallyagoodlistener"

Lee:"itshardnottolistentoaBeautylike

yourself"

Me:"I'msorryforallthelies"

Lee:"itstotallyunderstandable....ButI'mgonna

needyoutoatleastpleasetrytouncatchthe

feelingsyoucaughtforyourfriend"



HaaanoIcan'tdothat,IloveQuintontothe

grave,althoughI'mstillverymadathim

Me:"Iwill,I'lltrytobethebestwifeIcanbe"

Lee:"pleasedon'ttrytoohardyoustilltooyoung

forthat,I'malsoallowedtocookfor

you,althoughyouwilldoitmostofthe

time,sometimesifyoutootiredwecangoeat

outororderin,wewillgooutonalotof

dates,youdon'thavetochangethewayyou

dress,justknowimmakillanigarthattrieshis

luck,theycandroolbutthat'sallthey'lleverdo

notallowedtotouch"

Ilaugh

Me:"okay...yesSir"

Lee:"let'smakethisoneofthebestmarriagesin

theworld..shallwe?"

Me:"yesweshall"

Lee:"okayfirstofallsothatwedon'tfeellikewe



totallyforced,wehavetofeellikewehavea

say,soletmedothis"

Hemakesmestandonthebedthenhegets

downononeknee

Lee:"LisakhanyaMthethwa,wouldyouplease

makemetheluckiestmanonearthandbemy

wife?"

Hewhispersunderneathhisteeth"pleasesay

yespleasesayyes"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"YesLiamMncedisiJohnson,I'llbeyour

wife"

Hepickedmeupandjumpedontopofthebed

andwefellhefellontopofme

Me:"ouchyousoheavy"

Hekissedmeallovermyface

Me(giggling):"stop..getoffme!"



Lee(kissingmyface):"thankyou---thankyou--

thankyou!"

Hegotoffme

Me:"geezman,yousodramatic"

Helaughedthenwenttothebathroomtotakea

shower,he'snotgoingtosleephereishe

Me:"areyousleepinghere!?"

HewasinthebathroomwhileIwasshouting

fromtheroom

Lee:"No!I'llsleepintheguestroom,apparently

wenotallowedtosleeptogethertillwemarried

"

Me:"andwetakingthingsslow!"

Hechuckles

Lee:"andthattoo"

IlaughasIcheckmyphoneandIhave

messagesfromYonela



"Lisa,I'mreallysorryaboutthewayItreated

you,canwepleasemeet,there'ssomethingyou

havetoknowaboutme,therealreasonthathas

mademesobittertowardsyou,whenyouhave

thetimepleasetellme,Ireallywantustofix

thingsInevermeantthosemeanthingsIsaid

...Imissyousomuch"

Isighandthrowmybackonthebed,thixocela

undiboniseukukhanyanendlelaelugileyo(God

pleaseshowmethelightandleadmethrough

therightway)Idon'tknowwho'sgotmyback

andwhodoesn'tanymore,I'malone

.

.

.

.

.

who'sreallygotLisa'sback?..keepreadingand



we'llsoonfindout....Loldon'tlettheProfilepic

foolyou

[07/28,17:00]W:Insert20

LISA

I'mwokenupbyaringingphoneIgrabitand

checkthetime,itsstillmidnightanditsQuinton,



what'sdoeshewantinthemiddleofthenight

Me:"low"

Quinton:"sorrytodisturbyoursleep"

Me:"whatdoyouwantQuinton?"

Quinton:"Ican'tsleep"

Me:"so?Whydon'tyoucallEnhleandsweettalk

herabouthatingmecauseshedesperately

wantsyouback"

Quinton:"pleasedon'tsaythatLiss...Allthose

thingsIsaidaboutyoutoherwerejustto

protectherinsecurities,Inevermeantthem,I

loveyouandIregretsayingallthosemean

things,she'scrazyLisseverytimeI'mwithher

she'daskmetosaysomethingmeanaboutyou

sothatshedoesn'tgetjealousofyou"

Wowshe'saphyschobitch

Quinton:"LissImadesureIwashmymouth

everytimeIcamebackfromher,ifyounoticed



whenIcomebackI'dfirstbrushmyteeth

beforetalkingtoyou,Ihatemyselfforeverybad

wordI'veeversaidaboutyou,pleaseforgiveme

bub"

Me:"Idon'tknowQuinton,youmightnothave

meantthembuttheysoundsotrue,theywere

notmadeup"

Quinton:"bub,theyarenottrue,youthetotal

oppositeofallthat,youdon'tdegrademe,baby

eversinceImetyouI'vebeenupgradedyou

mademewannabecomeabettermanandyou

stilldo,youcameintomylifeandIhadnothing

muchtooffertoyoubutyoualwaysthanked

meandappreciatedallthelittlethingsIoffered

mademefeellikeIgaveyoutheworld,youdon't

holdmebackinsteadyouinspiremetodo

greatthings,yesyoufromthefarmsbut,youthe

beautifulkindafarmgirllikeHannaMontana.....

Igiggle



Quinton:"andwhenIsaidlowclasslowlife,I

meantyounotforwardandyounotagold

diggerwholikesexpensivethings,you'readown

toearthkindandcaringsoul....youseeLisa,all

thosethingsIsaidaboutyouImadethem

soundbadtoEnhlebutdeepdownwhileIwas

sayingthat,thisiswhatIreallymeant...Iknowit

doesn'tjustifymebadmouthingyoucausethe

factstillremainsisthatthosewerenotnice

thingstosay,shewasjustsojealousthatIlive

withagirl,andwhenI'dsaynastythingsabout

youshe'dbecomemorecomfortableandI

didn'twanthercomingclosetoyou,threatening

youanyhow.....I'msosorrymybub,pleasefind

itinyourbighearttoforgiveme?"

Iremainquiet....I'vealreadyforgivenhim,butI

wanthimtobegme,Iloveitwhenhebegs

Quinton:"bub...pleaseI'msorry,Ididn'tmean

it,pleaseIcan'thaveapeacefulsleepwhileyou

stillangryatme.."



Ikeepmymouthshut

Quinton:"comeonmyQueen,Iloveyouandonly

you,I'llneversaymeanthingswhetheritsto

protectyouornot....I'malreadytorturedenough

bynothavingyouherebymyside,Ican'thave

younotbymysideandangryatmeatthesame

time,that'sheartabuse....bub.

Me:...(Isigh)...

Quinton:"bubbywam??Thambolamle

polony?....sqedeSam?"

I'mblushinglikecrazynow.

Yeahthat'swhatIwanted

Me:"neveragainQuinton"

Quinton:"neverevereverevereveragain...

Ever!"

Me(laughing):"don'tforgetEver!"

Quinton:"andtheeverever"



Me:"ever"

Quinton:"foreverandever"

Weburstintolaughter

Quinton:"yesssfinallyIcangetmybeauty

sleep"

Me(giggling):"that'ssogaydude"

Quinton(girlytone):"whateveeeer"

Ilaughoutloud

Quinton:"ohhhmybubislaughing,thisisthe

bestmidnightever"

Me:"goodnightidiot"

Quinton:"firstkissyouridiot"

Me:"mmmmnnnnccwwwaaaaaa!"

Quinton:"ohyes,thatwasthebestkissI'veever

receivedinmywholelife"

Me:"thebestever!?"



Quinton:"thebestevereverevereverever!"

Me:"willremainthebestforeverandeverever!"

Quinton:"andwillIevergetmysleep

now...ever?"

Me:"neverever"

Quinton:"goshisthisusuallyhowmuchithurts

tomisssomeone?"

Me:"ithurtssobad..ButI'llbecomingback

soon,afterthisweekendwhentheydonewith

thelobolathingy"

Quinton:"arghIhatethis"

Me:"IhateittooQuinton,whateveryou

planningbetterdoitfast"

Quinton:"I'mstilldiggingupsomeinformation

aboutthem,myguywilltellmeeverythingabout

theminaweekstime"

Me:"solong!?"



Quinton:"apparentlytheyareverysecret,they

arenoteasytohack,I'vealreadytriedandI

almostgotbustedtheyhighlysecured"

Me:"whichmeanstheymusthavealotto

hide..."

Quinton:"exactly,that'swhyI'msoworried

aboutyouinthatfamily..Idon'ttrustthem"

Me:"theyseemlikeagoodfamilythough"

Quinton:"that'swhattheyseemlike..Ijustdon't

trustthem,speciallythatmncahi...arghwhatever

hisnameis"

Me:"why?Causeyoudon'tlikehim?"

Quinton:"notjustthat..notbecausehe'swith

you.Ijustdon'ttrusthim,Idon'tknowwhy"

Me:"Iguesswe'llsoonfindout"

Quinton(yawns):"yeahIguessso"

Me:"goodnightlovebug"



Quinton:"mmmhdon'thangupplease"

Me:"youstillwannatalk?"

Ihearhimajusthimselfasifheisgetting

comfortable

Quinton:"pleasesingforme,tillIfallasleep"

Me:"yousuchababyQ"

Quinton:"I'myourbaby,nowcomeon,singfor

mebub"

Me:"whichsong?"

Quinton:"anyonebabe,pleasemakeit

long...makesureIdreamaboutyou"

Me:"heheheokay,howaboutmyIwannagrow

oldwithyou?"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"Mmmhmustberomantic,letmehear

it...ifIgomuteonyou,itmeansI'malready

dreamingaboutyouokay?"



Me:"okay....closeyoureyesandlistencarefully

mysunshine"

Helaughsthensighsheavily

IslidedownthecoversandsleepcomfortablyI

closemyeyesasIputmyphoneonmyearand

startsingingsoftly

Me(singing):"AnotherdaaayWithoutyour

smile.....

Anotherdaaayjustpassesby

ButnowIknooow

Howmuchitmeeeans

ForyoutostaaayRightherewithme

Thetimewespendapartwillmakeourlove

growstrongeeer

ButithurtssobadIcan'ttakeitanylongeeer

Iwannagrowoldwithyoou

Iwannadielyinginyourarms



Iwannagrowoldwithyou

Iwannabelookinginyoureyes

Iwannabethereforyou

Sharingineverythingyoudo

Iwannagrowoldwithyou

Quinton(interrupting):"nowIwishyouwere

rightherenexttome"

Me(singing):Athousandmiiiiles

betweenusnow

Itcausesmetowondeerhow

Ourlovetonightremainssostrong

Itmakesourriskrightallalong

Thetimewespendapartwillmakeourlove

growstrongeeer

ButithurtssobadIcan'ttakeitanylongeeer

Iwannagrowoldwithyou



Iwannadielyinginyourarms

Iwannagrowoldwithyou

Iwannabelookinginyoureyes

Iwannabethereforyou

Sharingineverythingyoudo

Iwannagrowoldwithyou

Quinton(interrupting):"Bub..Imissyousobad

now"

Me(singing):Thingscancomeandgo

IknowbutBabyIbelieeeve

Something'sburningstrongbetweenusMakes

itcleartome

Iwannabelookinginyoureyes

Iwannabethereforyou

Sharingineverythingyoudo

Iwannagrowoldwithyou



...

Me:"IloveyouQuinton"

Quinton:.....(snors)..

Igigglehe'ssleeping

Me:"sweetdreamslovebug"

Idon'tdropthecall,itwilldropitselfwhenhis

airtimefinishes,fornowsinceIcan'twatchhim

sleep,Iwilljusthearhimsleep

*********

I'mnowfinishingoffdressingup,Ididn'tknow

whattowearconsideringI'minthehouseofthe

inlaws,soIjustputonmylonggreenfloral

dress,Iputmygreenlightscarfaroundmyhead

asadoekthenleftsomeofmyhairshowing,I

leftmyfaceasitiswithnosortofmakeup,its

notlikeI'mgoinganywhereandiftheynot

happywithmewithnomakeuphoorayallthe

morereasontosendmehome.



Imakemywaytothedinningroomwhere

everyoneisenjoyingbreakfastIgreateveryone

thenjoininasIsitnexttosnakhoagain

Snakho:"lookAuntyLisa...I'mfinishingmyfood"

Me:"wowyousureyouateallthatbyyourself?"

Shenodsrepeatedly

Snakho:"daddysaysifIfinishallmyfood,I'll

havesomechocolate"

Me:"really?Willyousharewithme?"

Shemakesathinkingfacemakingmewantto

laugh

Snakho:"okay!"

Iclapmyhandsexcitedly

Me:"YaY!"

Snakho:"butyoumustfinishyourfoodfirst,so

youcanbeabiggoodgirllikeme"

Ilaugh



Me:"okayletmegetstartedthen"

Theywerelaughingatourconversation

Lwazi:"Iseemyprincesslikesyou"

Ohsoitshischild

Me:"Ilikehertoo"

Grams:"Lisa,faneleuziqheliseukuvukakuqala

kunamntuwonke,kalokunguweumakoti

bek'fanelebasiphekelwenguweisidlo

sasekseni"(Lisayoushouldlearntowakeup

earlierthaneveryoneelse,sinceyouarethe

wife,youshould'vepreparedbreakfast)

Me:"oh..I'msosorry,itwon'thappenagain"

MrsJohnson:"itsokaydearwehaveenough

helpersanyway,andbesidesyoustillyoung

you'lllearnasyougo"

Justthenthefourdaughtersmaketheirwayto

thetablelookingdrainedashellstillintheirPJs

Them:"morningfam!"



Theysitandbreakfastwasservedtothem

Enhle:"wowyoustillhere?"

MrsJohnson:"Hlehlebenicetuu"

Enhle:"whatever"

Sherollshereyes,mxm

Lethu:"ohLisawhenyoudoneherecanyou

pleasegetyourselfbeautifulIwanttotakeyou

outSHOPPIIIING!"

Ilaugh

Me:"Idon'tknow,Ihavesomanythingstodo"

Thando:"butsisLethuyousaiditwasjustgoing

tobeourdaytoday"

Lethu:"comeonthando,we'vehadsomany'our

days'todayIwanttoshowLisaaround...so

muchtodo?Likewhat?"

Me:"Ihavetodothemakotiduties"

Lethu:"ohcomeonyounotevenmarriedyet...



Mah?"

MrsJohnson:"ohpleaseLisadon'tstress

yourselfwiththat,youladiesgohavefun"

"Fun?DidIhearpeopletalkingabouthavingfun

withoutme?"

Mcedisimakeshiswaytowardsuslooking

dashinginsmartcasualasifhe'sgoing

somewherehecomestowardsmeandtalksto

Snakho

Lee:"Nakho..CanIpleasesithere?"

Snakho:"No..thisismyplace!"

Shefoldsherarms...hehehethedrama!She's

soadorable

Lwazi:"comesitnexttoyourkingPrincess"

Snakho:"butIwanttositnexttoAuntyLisa!"

Lee:"butAuntyLisaismyprincess"

Snakho:"areyouherPrince?"



Henods

Snakho:"hhmmmokay!"

Shejumpsofftositnexttoherdad

Lee:"finally...GoodmorningPrincess"

Hekissesmycheek

Me:"goodmorning"

Lethu:"LisaandIaregoingtothemall"

Lee:"interesting,wishIcouldtagalong

but...work"

Lethu:"youweren'tinvitedanyway"

Ilaugh

Me(softly):"oohhbuurrn"

Wealllaugh

Lee:"ohsoitslikethatnow?Iwonderwherewill

yougettheextracash"

Lethu:"ohcomeonIwasjokingyouknowyou



alwaysinvited....ButEishyouhavetowork"

Lee:"mxmnotgettinganymoneyfromme"

Lethu:"LisaworkyourPrincessmagiconyour

princetuu"

Ilookathimhelooksatmewithasillygrin

Me:"myPrince...(Iwhisperinhisear)..Ineed

lingerie..sexylingerie"

Hesmirksandchuckles

Lee:"fineI'lltransfery'allsomething"

Lethu:"ohmy,whatdidyoutellhim?"

Enhle:"pleasedon'tsharethatinfo,Idon'twanna

throwup"

Thandolaughs

Lee:"don'tpissmeoffEnhle,nxa...excuseme

famIhavetogetgoingbeforedadcalls"

Hepecksmyforehead

Lee:"I'llseeyoulater"



Hewalksaway

Wecarryonsittingthereoverlight

conversations

Theadultsandlwaziwithsnakhoexcused

themselvesitwasjustusgirlsaroundthetable

Me:"heySandra,youawfullyquiet,don'tyouwant

tojoinuswhenwegotothemall?"

Sheshakesherhead

Sandralooksbeautifulandcreepyshe'ssodark

shelikesblack,yesterdayshewaswearing

blackeventodayshe'swearingblackPJs

Me:"comeonit'llbefun,please"

Sandra:"no"

Itslikeshehasnoemotionsatall

Me:"whynotdoyouhaveotherplans?"

Sandra:"no"

Me:"thenyoushouldcomewithus"



Enhle:"arghareyoudeaforsomething?She

saidno,nowleaveheralone"

Me:"IwastalkingtoSandra"

Enhle:"wellI'mtellingyou,bitch"

Lethu:"ayiEnhlekawumetuu(stop)

Thando:"whyyoudefendingher?Shecantake

careofherself"

Lethu:"Lisalet'sgotomyroom"

Ifollowhertotheroom,areallbedroomshere

ensuits?Itsbeautifulpinkandwhite

Lethu:"pleasedon'tpaymuchattentiontomy

sister,she'sjustbitter"

Me:"don'tevenstressaboutthat,I'mnotthere

anymore"

Lethu:"good...Idon'tknowwhybutIlikeyou,I

feellikewewillgetalong"

Me:"Ilikeyoutoo,letmegogetreadywhileyou



freshenup"

Igotomyroomandchangeintosomething

thatsays"mall"whichwouldbenightwaist

jeansandawhitetee,leftmyhairlooseand

appliedlipstickafterfixingmyfaceIgotoLethu

butbumpintothandoonmyway

Me:"ohsorry..(laughs)..clumsyme"

Thando:"yeahclumsyyou,notonlydeafbut

blindtoo"

Shelooksatmeupanddown

Thando:"soonshe'llgetboredofyouthen

comebacktome"

Me(confused):"whatareyoutalkingabout"

Thando:"I'vealwaysbeenherfavouriteand

alwayswill"

Sheclickshertongueandwalksaway

Okaywhatwasthatabout?



IfindLethuallreadyshepuffsmesomeofher

perfumethenwemakeourwayout

Lethu:"jumpon!"

WowIdidnotexpecthertobedrivingthiscar

anAudiR8V10..shit!

Igetin

Me:"wowyourcarissonice"

Lethu(laughing):"don'tbesilly,thisisdad'scar

wejustborrowingit"

Ilaugh

Me:"whitouthispermission?"

Lethu:"wellI'mtakingadvantageatthefacthe

likesyousohewon'tmind"

Shegigglesandspeedsoff,thespeedofthis

carisoutofthisworld

Ididn'tknowlethuwassuchashopping

freak,mylegsarekillingmewe'vebeeninand



outathousandshops,butnowwegrabbing

somethingtoeatatspur

Me:"thisisourlaststopthenhome"

Lethu:"comeonthere'sthis..

Me:"Nonolethuwe'vebeenhereforhours,we

goinghome"

Shehuffsandwecarryoneatingoverlight

conversation

Lethu:"sothenhechoseheroverme,canyou

believeit?AftereverythingI'vedoneforhim?

Ungratefulprick"

Me:"doyoufeellikeheowesyou,foreverything

you'vedoneforhim?"

Lethu:"hellyeahifitwasn'tformehewouldbe

somewhereIdon'tknow"

Me:"whatifhewasforcedsomehowtochoose

theothergirl..wouldyoustillhatehim?"

Lethu:"yes,causeifhelovedmehewould've



doneanythingtochooseme"

Isigh

Lethu:"areyouworriedaboutyour

friend?..Quinton?"

Inod

Me:"I'mafraidhe'llhatemeatsomepoint,that

he'llgettiredof.......nevermind"

"Wellwellwellifitisn'tthepreciousJohnson

princess"

Welookupattheperson,wowwhatabeauty

Lethu(irritated):"whatdoyouwantLulama"

Lulama:"that'showitslikenow,nowthatI'mnot

withyourbrotheranymoreyoudon'twant

anythingtodowithme?"

Lethu:"justleaveman"

Lulama:"weusedtobesocloseLethu,Ididn't

knowbreakingupwithyourbrothermeans



breakingourfriendship"

Lethu:"itsnotjustthat,youknowwhatyou

did,howyoubetrayedourtrust..I'msurprised

youstillaliveafterthebetrayalyoudonetoward

myfamily"

Lulama:"IknowIwaswrong,butLethuIwantto

makethingsrightwithMncedisi,Ilovehimso

muchandthere'ssomethingimportantIhaveto

tellhim"

Ichokeonmyfood,IcoughtillIwasbetterthen

siponmyjuice

Lethu:"Idon'tseehow'sthatanyofmy

business....juststayawayfrommybrohe's

happywithoutyouandhe'sgettingmarriedto

thisbeautifulladyhere,sojustbuzzoffandget

alife"

Lulama:"he'sgettingmarried?Toher?"

Sheburstsintolaughter



Me:"LethuIthinkweshouldleavenow"

Lethu:"goodidea"

Westandupandleaveherstandingthere

Lulama(shouting):"I'llgethimback,youjust

watch!"

Wepaythebillandheadout,wenowbythe

parkinglot,onlythesoundofherheelswere

makinganoise

Me:"Ihatebasementparkingtheycreepy"

Lethu:"youright"

Wehearsomethingfallandwestartlewerun

towardsthecaranddriveawaylisteningto

musicandlaughing

Me:"heyisitjustmeorthatcarhasbeen

followingussinceweweregoingtothemall?"

Lethu:"younoticedtoo"

Welookateachotherinfearthenshehitsthe



acceleratesandspeedsoffthecarspeedstoo

Me:"ohmyitsreallyfollowingus!"

I'mnowpanicking,shedrivesfasterandkeeps

makingturnsuntilwelostit,shewasbreathing

heavyandsowasI

Lethu:"I'veneverdriventhatfastinmylife!"

Me:"whocouldbefollowingus!?"

SheshrugsweontheGPSsincewedidn'tknow

wherewewereanddrovebackhome,Igotthere

andrantomyroom,acallimmediatelycame

fromQuinton

Me(whispers):"Quinton"

Quinton:"bub.areyouokay?Areyousafe?"

Me:"I'mfine,somethingwiredjusthappened"

Quinton:"whathappened?"

Me:"acarwasfollowingus...itwassocreepy

wastriedtolooseitandwedid"



Quinton:"calmdownbub...Lisadon'tworryI'll

alwaysprotectyou,noonewillharmyou"

Me:"I'mscaredQuinton"

Quinton:"I'malwaystherewithyou...I'llmake

surenoonetouchesyou"

Me:"how!?Youfarawayhowwillyouprotect

me?"

Quinton:"Ican,youhavetotrustme"

Me:"youcan'tQuintonyoucan'tprotectme

fromhere,Icould'vebeenkilledtoday..whereare

you?YouinJo'burg...youfaraway"

Quinton:"lisakhanyaI'mtellingyouthatthe

peopleintheyellowcarthatwasfollowing

you,wouldn'thavehurtyouonmywatch,I

alreadytookcareofthem"

Me:"howdidyou?..how..."

Quinton:"bub,Igotyourback....I'llmakethem

talkandtellmewhattheywantedfromyou"



Me:"what?Whereareyou?"

Quinton:"don'tworryaboutthat,justknowthat

youdon'thavetobescaredaslongasyougot

me,okay?"

Me:"okay"

Quinton:"IloveyouLisa"

Me:"IloveyoutooQuinton"

Isighanddropthecall,Ichangeintomy

sleepwearIwasabouttogooutwhenaliam

cameflyinginmyroomandsuffocatingmeina

hug

Lee:"Lethutoldmewhathappened,I'msorryI

wasn'tthere,youmust'vebeensoterrified,are

youokay?"

Hecupsmyfacelookingalloverit

Me:"I'mfine"

Hepecksmylips



Lee:"youdon'thavetogodownthere,let'sjust

stayhere"

Hepicksmeupandlaysmeonbedandhe

cuddlesme

Lee:"Iwillfindoutwhowasbehindallthis..and

whatcouldtheypossiblywant"

.

.

.

.

.

Iwonderwhowasfollowingthem?whatkindof

dangercouldLisabein?

[07/28,22:56]W:Insert21



LISA

Me(whispering):"whatdoyouthinkthey

saying?"

Lethu(whispering):"Idon'tknow,probably

talkingabouthowmuchyouworth"

Me(whispering):'wellobviously....let'sgobefore

wegetcaught"



Wetiptoebacktotheroomandlaughatour

sillyness

Lethu:"didyouseemybrother'sface,heisso

lostandnervous"

Me:"Isawhim,helookssocute"

Lethu:"haveyouseenyourselfthough,youlook

soxhosarishandbeautifullikearealmakoti"

Igiggle

Me:"thankyou,Iwouldn'twanttobelookinglike

afakemakotinowwouldI"

Welaughwhenaknockscomesthroughthe

door

Me:"comein"

MamLizz:"Lisayizauyafuwangapha"(Lisa

comealongyouneededthisside)

Me:"forintonimah?"(whatformah?)

Mamlizz:"khawuyekeukundibuzauze(stop



askingandfollow)

Ifollowedhertowheretheuncleswere,arghI

can'tbelievemymomishere,whatisshedoing

here?Probablywantsashareofthemoneyto

goblowitoffatthetarven.I'mmadetositon

thefloortheyaskmeifdoIknowMncedisiI

wantedtosayno,justsoIcouldseeifthey'd

reallyletmegobutIdecidedagainstit

Me:"ewendyamazi"(yesIknowhim)

Therewasululating

I'mkindaalittleembarrassedsinceweareat

myhomeinMthatha,IonlycamewithLethuher

momanddad,welefttheothersandofcause

Liam,don'tgetmewrongMthathaisanice

place,justnotthepartofitwhereIlive,whatif

nowthattheyknowhowlittlewehaveandthe

smallhousewithoneroundhouse,whatifthey

takeadvantageofthat,theywillstarttothink

maybeI'mdesperatetobewithoneofthe



Johnsonsortheydidmeahugefavourby

makingmepartofthem..theyshouldthink

twicecauseIdon'tneedthem,I'vemadeitthis

farinlifewithoutthem.

Ilookedupandmyeyesmethisbrowntiger

eyes,hegavemeagenuinesmileandIreturned

it,helookssoexcitedandhappyifhecontinues

likethishemightrubitoffonme,causeatthis

momentI'mfeelingabitofhappiness,he's

makingthiswholethingaloteasierforme,he's

beennothingbutgoodtomeandvery

supportiveasmuchasIhatethiswholeideaof

arrangedmarriagething,Mncedisiisenjoyingit

causehereallylikesmeandhe'smakingithard

formetohateit.

HewinksatmeIblushandlookdown

Uncle:"ungaphindaekamereninontombi"(you

cangobacktotheroomyounglady)

Igetupandheadbacktotheroom



Lethu:"sooooohowdiditgowhatdidthey

say...arey'allofficiallytraditionallymarried

now?"

Me:"yohcalmdown,theyaskedmeifdoIknow

himandIsaidyes...Iguessthatmeanswenow

husbandandwifetraditionally"

Shescreamsandhugsme

Lethu:"thisissoawesome,Ican'twaitforthe

whitewedding,whenyou'llbeofficiallyMrs

JohnsonaahhhIcanalreadyseeitwrittenin

theheadlines"

Shelooksupattheroofandwavesherhands

apartmakingoutsomesortofpicture

Ilaughathowseriousshelooks

Me:"canyoustopbeingcrazyforonce"

MyphonegetsanotificationsoItakealookat

itanditsaWhatsAppfromMncedisi

Lee:"youlookingabsolutelystunninginthat



attire"

Me:"thankyou..youlookquitehandsome

yourself"

Lee:"Idesperatelyneedtoseeyouasinnow"

Me:"butI'mnotallowedtogoout"

Lee:"thenmakesurenooneknows"

Me:"lolyouwantmetosneakout?"

Lee:"younotcompletelyclueless,beautiful"

Me:"ohshutup,whereareyou?"

Lee:"I'moutsidethegateafewhouseswhen

youheaddowntheroad"

Me:"wow,youalreadygotthatfar....I'llberight

there"

Lee:"I'llberighthere..waitingonyou"

Igiggleandlogout

Lethu:"whatyouallgigglyabout?"



Me:"yourbrotherwantstoseeme"

Lethu:"can'thewaitfortomorrow"

Ishakemyheadfast

Lethu:"soyou'llsneakout?"

Inodfast

shelaughsatme

Lethu:"don'tworryIgotyoucovered,justdon't

takeyourownsweettime"

Me:"youthebest"

Iclimboutthewindow,thissmallbodycame

intogooduseafterall

IkeepcheckingthecoastasIkeeprunningand

stoppingtillIwasoutthegate,Iwalkeddown

theroadandIspottedhimleaningagainstthe

wallofsomefencedoeshehavetostandlike

somemodel,he'slookingdownonhisphonehe

doesn'tseemeapproachtillIwasinfrontof

him



Me:"boo!"

Hestartledthenlaughedwhenhesawme

Lee:"Iwaswaitingforyourresponse,Ithought

youchangedyourmind"

Heholdsmywaistandpullsmecloser

Me:"wellI'mherenow,youbettermakethis

worthwhilecauseitwasn'teasygettinghere,I

almostgotbusted...wasthisclose"

Imeasuredwithmyfingers

Hechuckled

Lee:"trustmeIintendto,comeIsawahidden

spot"

Wewalkeddownabitandtherewasasmall

passagebetweentwowallfenceswegotthere

andheimmediatelypinnedmeagainstthewall

lookedatmeforawhilebeforesmashinghis

coldsoftlipsonmine,Atfirst,thekisswas

small.Butthen,itgrewbigger,andmore



intense.Withoutanythoughtorworries,I

jumpedonhim,wrappingmylegsaroundhis

waist.Hestartedplayingalong,hisfingers

trailingmylegallthewaytomypunani,hewas

playingwithitovermypantyhebrokethekiss

butwasstillplayingwithmynunuhewenton

kissingmyneckhiswarmbreathhittingmy

skin,Ibalancedonthewallashisotherhand

founditswaytomybreastsmassaging

them,moanswerestartingtoescapemymouth

ashistouchwasgettingmoreeffectivetomy

emotions.

HepulledoutwhileIstillwantedtocontinue

Me(whispers):"why'dyoudothatfor?"

Heplacedhisforeheadonmineandpeckedmy

lipslowly

Lee:"youaresoakingwet"

Heboughthishandthathewasplayingwithto

myface,hisfingersarewet



Lee:"youseeyourjuices?..tastethem"

Heputonefingerinmymouthandplayedwith

mytonguethenputhisotherfingerinhismouth

Lee:"mmhhtasty"

AllthiswasturningmeonbigtimeIwantto

feelhisskinagainstmine,hisbuffselfallover

me,heisstillcarryingme,Icanfeelhiscrotchso

Imovemywaistincircularmotion,hestarted

breathinglouder

Me:"youlikethat?"

Lee:"fuckLisa,let'sstopbeforeIdothingsto

you,Iwouldn'twannadoinaplacelikethis"

Icouldn'tstopinsteadIwasmovingfaster

oohhhdamnhe'ssobig

Hekissedmehungrilyandpressedhimself

reallyhardonme"mmmmh"

Hishandsweretrailingallovermybody

fast...hequicklyletgoofme,movedbackand



triedcatchinghisbreath

Lee:"I'msorry...nothere"

I'malsooutofbreathsoIjustnod

Me:"thatwasworthsneakingoutfor"

Lee:"we'llgetinsomuchtrouble,iftheyfindwe

weretogether"

Me:"they'llprobablychargeyoumore"

Welaughedandheadbackwithhimkeep

spankingme

Isnuckbackthroughthewidow,Istartledwhen

Isawmymomsittingonbysinglebed

Me(gasps):"Mah!Yousacredme"

Mom:"whereyoucomingfrom?Waqamka

sowungenangamafrestile(sneakinginthrough

windows)"

Me:"IIwas....Iwenttousethetoilet"

Yesourtoiletisoutsideonitsownsmallroom



Mom:"sowhyusethewindow?Andwhysneak

in?"

Me:"arghmah(goingtositbythebed)Ididn't

wanttousethemaindoorsincetheuncles

werestillbusy..(changingthesubject)..Anyway

howareyouholdingup?"

Mom:"I'mfine,I'mveryproudofyou,youknow"

Me:"whymom?CauseIgottogotovarsityand

makesomethingofmyself....ohnoitsdefinitely

notthat,Iknow...youproudcauseI'mbeingsold

toarichfamily....Isthatit?Thathastobe

it,causethisisthefirsttimeyou'veactuallysaid

youproud"

Mom:"ungazondiphucukelamnaucingaukuba

ungathethanamnomakanjaningenxa

yokughumsha?"(don'tcomeacthighlywith

me,youthinkyoucantalktomeanyhowwith

yoursillycheesegirltendencies)

Mom:"okokqalandimendikufundisewade



wagqibautensoungazocingbafamsba

uncono"(Imadesureyougeteducationupuntil

matricsodon'tcomeherethinkingyoubetter

thaneveryone)

WowthemotherIhave,sheneveralwayshated

melikethis,sheusedtoloveandspoilmewhen

dadwasalivealthoughsheneverspoiledme

withmoneyandbuyingmethingsbutshe

showedmeunconditionallovetogetherwith

dad,IneverforoncefeltlikeIlivedin

poverty,sometimesIblamemyselfformy

father'sdeath,nowthatI'mmatureIrealizedthe

diamondswerereal,myfathercouldn'thave

possibleaffordtobuydiamonds,Ithinkhestole

themsomewhereandthat'swhygangsters

wereafterhim,hewassecuringmyfuture

Me:"whathaveIeverdonetoyoumah?"

Mom:"youknowwhatIdon'thavetimeforthis,I

cameheretotellyouhowproudIamofyoubut

itsclearyoudon'twanttohearit"



ShegetsupandIpullherarmgentlyforherto

sitdown

Me:"I'msorrymahIshouldn'thavespokento

youlikethat,pleasecontinue"

Mom:"lookkhanyaIknowthatIhaven'tbeen

thebestmothertoyoueversince....eversince...

Inodmyhead

Me:"Iunderstandmom"

Mom:"I'vebeensocaughtupinmyowngrief

foralltheseyearItotallycutyouoff,youand

mom,I'vebeensoselfish,Ishouldn'thavedealt

withyourfather'sdeaththewayIdid,alcohol

hasruinedmylife,mademeso

careless....(sobs),...Icaughttheviruskhanya

..(sobs)...Idon'tevenknowwhoIgotit

from,that'stheshamefulpart..

Myheartsinks

Me:"mah...that'shorrible,whendidyoufindout



aboutthis?"

Mom:"twoweeksback,whenIfoundoutIwas

shattered,Irealizedthatlifeisshort,Ihaven't

touchedalcoholeversince..."

Me:"ohmahI'msoproudofyou,Iknowit

mustn'tbeeasyonyou,butjustknowthatHIVis

nottheendoftheworld,youjusttakeyour

treatmenteverydayandhavealonglife"

Mom:"IknowitsjustI'msodisappointedat

myself,whatkindofexampleamIsettingtoyou

asamotherandI'monlyrealisingthisnow

becauseIgotsick,I'mpathetic,auselessexcuse

ofamother..I'mnotevenamotherI'mjusta

b..bi

Me:"sshhhhhdon'tsaythat,pleasedon'tcall

yourselfthat,youstillmymom"

Ipulledherintomyembrace,goshImissed

beinginherarms,thisiswhatIneeded

Me:"I'mheremom,I'llsupportyoualways,you



neveralone,okay?"

Mom(crying):"youshouldhatemekhanyaafter

everythingI'veputyouthrough,theemotional

abuse"

Me:"Iammymother'sdaughterIcanneverhate

youevenifItried...I'mjusthappyyoufinally

changingyourlifeforthebetter"

Shegotoffmygripandstareddeepintomy

eyes

Mom:"Iloveyoukhanya"

Me(breakingvoice):"Iloveyoumore"

Welaughedbetweenthetears,itfeelssogood

likeaweighthasbeenliftedfrommyshoulders

Mom:"let'sgettothejuicytopicnowgiirrl"

Ilaugh,Ievenforgotmymomisadrama

queen,we'vealwayshadthatfriendshipbond

Me:"andwhatcouldpossiblybethejuicytopic

mamgobozi"(gossiper)



Mom:"thehusbandisdrippinghotsause

umthathephi?"(wheredidyoufindhim?)

Me(laughing):"namndimcolelwesisikwathiwa

inathathangowakho,ndibendibangathiayibo

kwathiwasithengowakhomthathe!!"(hewas

justhandedtomeonasilverplatter,Iwasabout

toprotestbuttheyjustdumpedhimonme)

Weburstintolaughter

Mom:"yuuhhayisanaakumnandiukba

nguwe,uvelekuthiweinanansiindoda,thina

esinqabelekangakasingabanye

abafazi...sixeleleubauhlambangantonkaloku

nathisizimisele"(luckyyougirl,ahandsomeman

washandedtoyouonasilverplatter..yetsome

ofuswomenouttheretheyarerareonus,share

yoursecretgirl)

Ilaughhardermomiscrazyshame

Me:"ayibomomyoumeantotellmeyoudon't

knowthismarriageisarranged?"



Sheraisedherbrowsshocked..hawushedidn't

know?

Mom:"tuuu(atall)whendidthishappen?"

Itoldhereverythingfromthebeginningthathas

beengoingoninmylifeinJo'burg,turnsout

gramsnevertoldanyoneaboutthis,whichis

makingmewonder..Isthereevenacontractto

beginwith,whichmakesmewonderevenmore

sincewhenaremaidsmadetosign

employmentcontract?I'mmissingsomething

thisstorydoesn'taddup

Mom:"yooohhyourlifeissocomplicatedmy

baby,gramshasnevermentionedthistome

andI'mverymadatherfornottellingyour

fatherandIaboutthis,howcansheselloffmy

ownchildwithoutmypermission?"

Me:"there'ssomethingshe'snottellingme,at

firstshetoldmethisandItoldherI'minlove

withsomeoneelsesheunderstood,nextthing



gqigqiI'mforcedtomarrythisguy"

Mom:"Ineedtotalktoherthisinstant"

Me:"nonomomdon'tdothatplease,I'llfixthis

onmyown"

Mom:"khanyayou'vebeenonyourownforway

toolongnow,pleaseletmebethereforyou"

Me:"mahIreallyappreciatethesupport,butI

needtofixthisonmyown"

Shesighs

Me:"allyouwilldoisshoutatherandmakeher

feelguiltyandIdon'twantthatit'llputastrain

onherandhercancerisgettingworse,Ijust

wantustofocusonkeepingherhappyand

spendingasmuchtimewithheraspossible,I'll

askherwhenIfeellikeitstherighttimetoask

her,butfornowlet'sleteverythingandeveryone

settledownwiththewholemarriagething"

Mom:"Eishyahyouright,Ican'tbelievemom



won'tbewithussoon"

Herlipsbeginshaking

Me:"mompleasewehavetobestrongforher"

Mom:"I'mtrying..TrustmeI'mtrying"

*silence*

Mom:"soyousayingyoureallylovethis

Quinton?"

Myheartbeatsinexcitementatthementionof

hisname

Me(smiling):"yeeaahIdo...alot"

Mom:"whataboutthisguy,seemslikeyoualso

havefeelingsforhim,youevensnuckouttogo

seehimjustnow"

Ishould'veknownshedidn'tbuythetoiletstory

Me:"Imeanhe'saniceguy,he'sbeenreallykind

andloving,itsreallyhardtohatehim"

Mom:"heisquitethecatchandheseemslike



hegenuinelylovesyou"

Me:"hedoes,IloveQuintonmyheartbelongsto

him...mncedisiisreallycharmingandallandhe

doestrytomakemehappyhetreatsmelikeI'm

theonlygirlintheworld....Quintonhemakesme

feelthings,likedeepthings,Icantalktohim

aboutanythingIknowhe'dtakeabulletforme"

Mom:"Iseealovetrianglehere,...seemslikeyou

stuckinthemiddle,italsoseemslikeyoudon't

knowwhoyoureallywant"

Isigh

Me:"IdoknowIwantQuintonmom,I'dchooses

himanyday,ThethingwithMncedisiis

complicatedhewasmyboyfriendthatbecame

myexandnowI'mforcedtomarryhim,butnow

he'scatchingfeelingsandI'mtryingsohardto

not"

Mom:"Ithinkyoushouldgowhereyourheart

belongs"



ThatwouldbeQuinton

Mom:"IlovethestoryofyouandQuinton,from

whatyou'vetoldme,Ibelievehelovesyou

dearly"

Me:"thenwhatamItodowithMncedisi?"

Mom:"healreadyknowsaboutQuinton,justtell

himthetruththatyoucanneverlovehim"

Me:"whatif..........."

Mom:"nowyoushouldlookatthatdiamond

necklaceonyourneckandrememberthe

promiseyoumadetoQuinton"

Me:"youright...thisshouldn'tevenbeconfusing

me..ImeanI'mobviouslyinlovewithQuinton"

Mom:"anddon'tforgetthat"

***

TheweekendfinallycametoanendI'monthe

roadbacktoJo'burg,Quintonhasbeentexting

meeveryafterfiveminuteaskingwhereamI



now?Thatidiotdoeshehaveanyideahowfar

Easterncapeis

Mncedisicouldn'tcomebackwithme,hehas

businesstorunhe'llcomebacknextweek.

FinallyI'mhere,Iaskedthedrivertodropmeoff

nearcampus,IspotQuintonleaningagainsthis

caracrosstheroad,Iwhistle,heliftshishead

andthebiggestsmileisplasteredonhisface

asherunsacrosstheroadandattacksmewith

ahugpickingmeupandspinningmealmost

droppingmeintheprocess

Me(laughing):"whooaadon'tdropme"

Heputsmedownwrapshisarmsaroundmy

waistthencupsmyfacethentouchesmeall

overbeforehesmashedhissweetlipsonmine

kissingthedaylightsoffme,hepullsoutleaving

mebreathless

Quinton:"goddammitImissedyoubub"

Hepicksmeupbridalstyleashewasaboutto



takemetothecar

Me:"wait!Myluggage?"

Quinton:"oh..waithere"

Heputsmedownandtakesmythingstothe

caracrosstheroadthencomesbacktome

Me:"Quinton?Whydidn'tyoujustturnthecar

aroundtothisside,wazixakekisa

kangaka?(makingthingshardforyou)

Helaughs

Quinton:"causeifIdidthatIwouldn'tbeableto

dothis"

Hepicksmeupbridalstyleandwecrossthe

road

Me:"youwatchtoomanymoviesQ"

Quinton:"youknowthat'syourfault,andIwant

toshowyoualotmoreI'velearntfrommovies"

Hewinksatmewithasillysmirkheputsme



downandIattackhimwithanotherhug,Iburied

myfaceonhisbroadchestasIinhaledhis

intoxicatingcologne,Ididn'trealiseImissed

himthismuch

Quinton:"areyoucryingbub?"

InoticeIshedafewteardrops

Me:"Ijustmissedyousomuch"

Quinton:"aaww"

hetightenedhisgripgivingmegoosebumps

.

.

.

.

.

.

Guyspleasecommentmore,alotisgoingon

herepleasedon'tkeepyouropinionsto



yourselvesIneedtoknowthem

[07/28,22:56]W:Continuation

LISA

18\SLVN(Parentalguidanceisadvised )

(short)



Wewerestilldrivingtotheapartment

Me:"canyoudriveabitfaster?"

Hesmirksandglancesoveratmethenbackon

theroad

Quinton:"what'stherushhunbun?"

Me:"therushisbecause..(Itrailedmyfingers

onhisthightohiscock)...ofthis"

Isawhisbodytenseupandhisbreathhitched,I

keptmovingmyhandinwardsofhisthigh,

whenIgotclosetothedickI'dmoveitdown

again

Quinton:"I...Iseeyouhaveadeathwishbub"

Me:"Ijustmissedit...Imeanyou..Ijustmissed

yousomuch"

Helaughsatme

Quinton:"youwantsome....

Me(interrupting):"yesIwantsome"



Quinton:"food?Damnyoumustbe

hungry,didn'tevenletmefinish"

Me:"food...?"

ButI'mhungryforsomethingelse,Idon'tknow

what'swrongwithmebutIwanthisdicksobad

itsnotevenfunny,Iwouldhavesleepless

nightsfantasisingabouthim,nowthathe'shere

Iwanthimsobad,itslikehegotawholelot

sexiersinceI'vebeengone

Quinton:"yeahwhatdidyouthinkIwasasking?"

Ihuffandfoldmyarms

Me:"nothing"

Quinton(chuckles):"soyouwant

some......food?"

Ishakemyhead,Iwantsomedick

Me:"No...Iwantthis"

Itouchedhisdickthensqueezeditalilhewas

hardandbulgy



Hegroanedthenmovedmyhandfromhim,okay

what'sgoingon?Doesn'thewantme?

Quinton:"bub,I'mdriving,youdistractingme,you

knowyourtouchmakesmewanttoclosemy

eyes"

Hiseyesweresmall

Me:"fine"

Quinton:"howdidthelobolago?"

Ilookathimandhe'sconcentratedontheroad,

sothat'swhat'sbugginghim

Me:"itwasokay"

Quinton:"okay?"

Me:"okay"

Quinton:"soy'allnowtraditionallymarried?"

Me:"Iguessso"

Quinton:"you'rehiswife?"

Histonesoundeddownandsadwhichbroke



myheart

Me:"lookslikeit"

Quinton:"younowbelongtohim"

Me(softly):"Quinton...Please"

Quinton:"doyoustilllikehimalot?"

Me:"don'tdothisQ"

Quinton:"doyou?"

Me:.....

Quinton:"sinceyou'vebeenthere,haveyou

kissedhim?"

Me:"Quinton!"

Quinton:"pleaseanswermebub....didyoukiss

him?"

Me:"whyyouaskingmeallthis?"

Quinton:"Ijustwanttoknow"

Me:"thatsstupid,I'mnotentertainingit"



Quinton:"Idon'tgetwhat'ssodifficultwiththis

question,itssosimpleandtheanswerisa

simpleyes......orno"

Me:"Quinton,Iloveyou"

Quinton:"youknowIloveyoumore...just

answermedidyoukisshimyesorno?"

Me:"Q...

Quinton:"yesorno"

Me:"please....

Quinton:"Yes......orno?"

Isigh

Me:"yes"

Silencefillsthecar

Me:"butitwasonlypretenceQ...fortheparents

itdidn'tmeananything"

Hesighsheavily

Quinton:"seemslikeyougettingreallygoodat



thispretendinggame"

Me:"comeonQ...don'tbelikethis"

Quinton:"Ihopethis(pointingathimandI)is

notpretenceanymore"

Me:"howcouldyouevendoubtmyloveforyou

likethat?"

Quinton:"pleasedon'tbreakyourpromiseliss"

Me:"IstillpromiseQ..Icrossmyheartandhope

todie,stickaneedleuponmyeye"

Hemakesthatterrifiedweirdface

Quinton:"okaywasitnecessarytoaddthelast

part?"

Ilaugh

Wegottotheapartmentandheadedforthe

ridge

Me:"wowsomuchjunk!?"

Heshrugshisshoulders



Me:"Quinton!Haveyoubeeneatingallthisjunk

whileIwasgone!?"

Hemakesthat'I'mintroubleface'

Me:"Pizza?Steers?...doughnuts,fries?

Chocolates....ayiboQuinton!Haveyouhadany

properfoodnjeatall?"

Quinton(mumbling):"thepizzawasproper"

Me:"NomanQuintondoyouwanttoget

sick,thisisnothealthyatall!Kantiwenaunjani

nje!Howcouldyoueatsomuchjunkforsolong

!?Youknowfastfoodskill?Doyoualsowant

toleaveme?JustbecauseIloveyou!Nxayi

man,youdrivemecrazy!!!!"

GoshIdon'tknowwhyI'msomadathim,Ithink

I'msexuallyfrustrated

Istormedtotheroomandsatonthebedtaking

offmyshoesandgotcomfortable,itsbeena

longdriveandI'mtired,Ithrowmyselfonmy

backinthecenterofthebedandclosemyeyes,



Ihearthedoorslowlyopen,Iopenoneeyeand

seeQuintonpeekinghisheadthroughthedoor

likeafiveyearoldintrouble

Hetiptoedinsidesatattheedgeofthebedand

startedmassagingmyfeet"mmhh"moans

voluntarilyescapedmymouth

Quinton:"Liss?"

Me:"mmh?"

Quinton:"I'msorry..itsjustIwaslazyto

cook,andIkindasuckatit"

Me:"itsfineQjustpleasedon'toverdoit"

Quinton:"onthebrightsideIdidhavehome

cookedbreakfast"

Me:"mxmdon'ttellmeabouteggsandbread"

Quinton:"oh"

HekeptquietIlaughed

Me:"comehere"



Hecrawledtomeherestshisheadonmy

chest\breastswearecuddlingandI'mfeeling

mytemperaturerising,heartaccelerating,

tummyblowingbubbles,punaniarching

Irunmyhandsunderneathhisshirtalloverhis

muscledbody

Quinton:"bub....."

Me:"IwantyouQ...sobad"

Igrabbedhisdick,hegroansandhiseyesclose

Ikissedhislipshekissedmeback,hewasn't

makingamovesoImadeit,Igotontopofhim

hepressesmyassharderonhimthenpullsout

ofthekiss

Quinton:"Liss,Ican'thavesexwithyou"

Me:"whatwhy?"

Quinton:"itjustdoesn'tfeelright"



Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Isatupstraightstillontopofhim

Quinton:"youmarried"

Thisisreallybotheringhim

Me:"butmyheartandsoulisyours,marriedto

you"

Quinton:"that'sright,theheartandsoul...but

thefleshishis,hepaidforithewasgiven

blessingsbyyourfamily,youbelongtohimnow"

Me:"butQuinton,youknowIneverwantedany

ofthis,I'mforced,Ireallyjustwanttobehere

withyou"

Helookssosadhecan'tevenhideit

Quinton:"canwepleasewaituntilyouofficially

minefirst"

Me:"NoIwantyounow,comeonwe'vebeen

talkingaboutthisthewhiletimeIwasgone,how

wegonnamakemadlovewhenIgetback,the



numberoftimesyouweregonnamakemecum

tillI'mdrained....we'vebeenfantasisingabout

thisoverthephoneallthetimeandnow,Ineed

you.I'vemissedyoubabe"

Ilaymybodyonhimandkisshislipshedoesn't

kissmeback,hisdickissohardrockrightnow

Idon'tknowhowheisresistingme

Quinton:"Ican'tseemtoerasethefactyou

married,asmuchasIhatemnciseshibutyou

hiswife,Ican'tsleepwithsomeone'swife"

Me(irritated):"Quintonyou'vebeenfucking

bitchesfromclubswhowereprobablymarried

orhadboyfriendsandyounevergavetwo

fucks,sincewhenhaveyouchangednow?"

Heraiseshisbrows,okaymaybeIwasabit

harsh,buthe'spissingmeoff

Quinton:"pleasegetoffme"

Me:"No!"



I'mhavinghisdicktodaywhetherhelikesitor

not,hecan'tgetmeaddictedtoitthendome

likethis,never!

Quinton:"LisakhanyaIsaidoffme"

AsmuchasthishurtsbutI'mnotgivingup

withoutafight

Me:"NoQuinton,Iwantdick"

Ikeptmyattitudeonskyhigh

Quinton:"youmarriedyoushouldaskyour

husband"

Me:"younotgoingtogivemethatbull,youknow

exactlywhatI'mgoingthroughandhowthat

marriagecameabout,soyounotabouttotreat

melikeIchosetowalkawayandgomarry

him...youknowexactlyhowmuchIlove

you,...younothappywiththismarriage?Well

newsflashQuinton,I'mnothappyeither,cause

hereweareplanningonawaytobringitdown

together,sostopplayingthesadvictimhere,I'm



alsoavictim,I'malsosadIalsodon'tlike

what'sgoingonabit,soyoubetterstopfeeling

sorryforyourselfandfocusongettingyourgirl

back!"

He'snowfrowningarghhe'sbeingsuchacute

babyrightnownx

Quinton(calmly):"yougettingusedtoraising

yourvoiceatmeLisakhanya"

Aslongashe'sstillcallingmebymyfull

name,he'smadatme

Me:"yougettingusedtoactinglikeababy"

Quinton:"getoffmeLisakhanya"

Me:"notuntilyoufuckme"

Heflipsmeoverandgetsontopofmegetting

meexcited,finally!

Hegetsoffmethengoestochangeasintake

offhisclothesandstayononlyhistrunkshe

comesbacktobedandturnshisbackonme



Imoveclosetohimandrubhisback

Quinton:"leavemealoneLisaI'mnotinthe

mood"

Icontinueandsneakmyhandstohisabbs

rubbinghimupanddown

Heshakeshisshoulders,Iplantkissesonhis

back,Ihavetomakehimfeelbetterifitsthelast

thingIdo,Icantolerateanangryormad

Quintonbutnotasadandheartbrokenone...I

holdhisandfrombehindandmakehimrubhis

belly,hestoppedfightingme,Imovedhishand

downtohisvline,heyankedmyhandoffaswe

wereabouttoreachthedick

Ihuffandfoldmyarmsfacingtheceiling..Okay

that'sit!Hewantsittheroughway

Ifliphimandsitonhimhetriestomovemebut

IkeepsteadyIholdhishandsupabovehis

head

Me:"kissme"



Heshookhishead

Me:"fine"

Ikissedhimbuthedidn'tkissbackIdidn'tcare

Idon'tminddoingallthework,Ikissedhisneck

allthewaydownhetriedtomovemebutI

grabbedhisdicktight

Me:"trytomovemeagainandI'llsqueezethe

spermsoutoftheseballs...youhearme"

Hedidn'trespondsoIsqueezedabithe

groaned

Me:"Isaiddoyouhearme?"

Quinton:"I'llreportyouforrape"

Me:"doIlooklikeIcare"

Ipulleddownhistrunksandabigmonstercock

sprangup,Idon'tgetwhyhe'sresistingme

whenhe'ssohardon,Irubbeditupanddown,

thenputitinmymouthandstartedmoving

uponanddown,chockingitdownmythroat,he's



groansweregettinglouderandlouder

Quinton:"aaahhfuckyesss"

Wowthisguyisheseriousnow,Isuckedhis

ballsandplayedwiththemaftermuchchokingI

cameuptohimandkissedhislipsthistimehe

kissedmeback,Isatonhisfacewithmylegs

oneithersideofhishead,hewassuckingme

likecrazy,makingmeloosemymind,Ineeded

toholdontosomethingI'mshaking,Iheldon

theheadboardofthebed

"Aahhhhhshit..I'm..uuhhh"

Ireleasedandhelickedmedry,Iwentbackto

kissinghimthistimehishandsweremovingall

overmesendingallkindsofelectricwaves

throughoutmybody,Isatonhisdickandhe

sliditin,itssopainfulwhenhe'sstillputtingitin

butthenitsettles

Istartmovingupanddownandridinghimlikea

horse,onlythistimeIhadcontrolofthistrigger



Me(breathless):"stillwannareportmeforrape"

Hesmiledashissmallgreeneyesstaredat

me,hiseyesalwaysturngreenwhenwemaking

love

Quinton:"yeah"

Igetoffhim asmuchasitishardonmebutI

lefthimhanging

Quinton:"why'dyoudothat?"

Iturnmybackonhimandclosemyeyes

Quinton:"Nobubyoucan'tdothisto

me....please...shitithurts"

Heflippedmeandgotontopofme

Me:"Quinton,I'mtooyoungtogotojailso

pleaseIleftyoulikeyouwanted"

Quinton:"fuckthatshit"

Hethrustsinandbangedmehard...ItoldyouI

wasgonnahavehisdickwhetherhelikesitor



not,definitelyworththefight

Me:"I'llreportyouforr.r.r.raape"

Hereachesforthephoneandgivesittome

Quinton:"goahead"

Hemovesslowly,Icouldn'tevenholdthephone

properly

Hestartedmovingveryfast

Quinton:"callthembub....comeon"

Ijustputthephoneonmyear

Me(shouting):"somebodycall911!!!"

.

.

(notedited)

[07/28,22:56]W:Insert22



LISA

"Youdon'tlistenLisakhanya"

Me:"Dad,youlookbetter"

Hedoesn'thavebloodanymorehe'scleanand

dressednormally

Weinaparkitlookssomagical

Dad:"youinevengreaterdangermychild"



Me:"Dadtellmewhattodo?IsittheJohnson's?

"

Dad:"alotofdarknessisbearingoveryou,you

needtomaketherightchoices"

Me:"whicharetherightchoicesdad?"

Dad:"I'llleavethattoyou,butyouhavemy

protection"

Me:"pleasedadtellmewhattodo?"

Dad:"wherearethediamondsIgaveyou?"

Me:"theystillburiedwhereIusedtohidethem"

Dad:"getridofthem....Ithoughttheywoulddo

yougood,they'llonlyputyouingreatdanger,get

ridofthem"

Me:"buttheymustbeworthsomuch,theycould

reallychangemylife"

Dad:"getridofthembaby,theynogood,there's

noeasywaytosuccess,getridofthe

diamondsandstayawayfrom.........



Hisvoicebecameweakerandhewasfading

away

Me:"fromwhodad?Stayawayfromwho"

HewastalkingbutIcouldn'thearhim

Me:"comeback!Fromwho!!

"Lisa!"

Me:"pleasecomeback,Ineedyou"

"Lisa...wakeup"

Myeyesopen,Ifeeldisappointedanddown,I'm

tryingtofigureoutwhoismydadtryingtowarn

meabout?

Quinton:"areyouokay?"

Ilookathim,coulditbehim,butwhy?Heonly

visitsmewhenI'mwithhim,buthelovesme

he'dneverharmme,whatcouldmydadpossibly

notlikeabouthim?

Quinton:"Lisa?Hello....whyyoulookingatme



likethat?"

I'mboughtbacktoearthbyhiswords

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"youlookingatmelikeyoususpecting

meofsomething?"

Me:"I'mjustwonderingwhatGodwasthinking

whenhecreatedyou?"

Quinton:......

Me:"washethinkingaboutme?Causehe

answeredallmydreams"

Hesmilesandmovesclosertome

Quinton:"canIaskyouaquestion?"

Me:"ohboi"

Quinton:"Ineedyoutobetotallyhonestwith

me"

Me:"QifyouwillaskmeaboutMncedisi,pleaseI

don'twannagothere,itstoomuch"



Quinton:"itsnotabouthim,itsaboutme"

Me:"ow..owhkaay"

Quinton:"whydoyoulovemesomuch?"

What?OkayhowdoIanswerthis?,whydoIlove

him,goshthere'ssomanyreasons

Me:"Quinton,ifIanswerthatquestion,we'dstay

inthisbedthewholeday"

Quinton:"luckyyou,Ihavenoclassestoday"

Me:"Ido"

Quinton:"whattime?"

Me:"twelve"

Quinton:"thenI'llstopyouwhenIfeelI'veheard

enough"

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowhowtoputmyanswerin

wordscausethere'sjustsomanyreasonswhyI

loveyou"

Quinton:"thenputitintoactionandstart



movingyourlips"

Igivehimadeadglarehechuckles

Quinton:"whydoyouloveme...orwhatdoyou

loveaboutme?"

Iadjustmyselfassleeponmybackandlook

upattheceiling

Isigh

Me:"Ilove......thewayyousmell"

Helaughs

Quinton:"really?Wowthat'swhyyouloveme?"

Ilookathimandlaugh

Me:"wouldyoushutup...I'mnotdone,justlisten"

Hesleepsclosertomealsoonhisbackbut

looksatmewestareateachotherseyesfora

whilebeforeIlookattheceiling

Me:"IloveHowyoulightupthewholeroom

whenyousmile



IloveHowyou’realwaysjustadorablycute

IloveYourgorgeouseyes

Butmostofall....IloveHowIcantrustyouwith

mylife....Thatyoutellmesecretsthatyour

friendsdon’tevenknow.....Howyouneedme.....

Howyoualwayshavetherightthingtosayto

me....howyoucanmakemelaugheventhough

Ireallyreallydon'twantto....Howwestayup

toolatetalkingaboutourfuture.....Whenwe

talkonthephoneforhours,eventhoughitonly

feelsliketenminutes...(Ichuckleandsodoes

he)...IloveThatyoustilllovemeeventhough

you’veseenmelookingterrible..

Quinton:"youmeanhorrible..Orhorrific..Or

betteryetterrifyinglyhorrificallyhorrible...Or...

Me:"shutupIgetit...You'veseenmeatmy

worstnowshutthatpieholeorI'llstop"

Helaughs

Quinton:"pleasecontinuebub"



Isigh

Me:"IloveHowyousay,‘Iloveyou,bub'"

IloveOurmemories...ourplans...Howwejust

can’tleaveeachother....IloveThatovertime,as

Ilookatyou,Iloveyoumoreandmore....When

youkissmeandthewholeworlddisappears

andeverythingisperfect...Howyoucangetme

outofabadmood...evenifit’syouwhoputme

init(helaughsalil)....IloveThatjustthinking

aboutyoumakesmesmile....IloveThewayI

feelsafewhenI’mwithyou....Thatyoualways

tellmeIlookbeautiful....evenwhenIblatantly

don’t!....IloveHowyoualwaysknowwhen

somethingiswrong...IloveHowyouholdme

whenI’mscared....IloveHowyoutellme

everythingwillbeok....IloveHowyouforgive

mestraightawaywhenIdosomethingthat

makesyouangry...IloveThatyourespectmy

feelings...eventhoughlastnightIhadtoforce

myselfonyoubutyeah(helaughs...Idon'tfind



itfunnynxbutIlaughanywayarghstupid

him)...IloveWhenyouexplainthingstome

whenIgetconfused...IloveWhenyouputme

first......IloveHowyoulovemejustthewayI

am.....IloveThetimeswhenwe’vebothbeenso

lowbut,somehow,youmanagedtomakeme

smile..(Ilookathimandhe'sbeenstaringat

me)..IloveThecutefaceyoumakewhenyou're

tryingtotakeoffmybra.....IloveWhenyou

stareintomyeyesforages....IloveThatwhen

welietogether,wefitperfectly...IloveWhen

yousmellmyhair...IloveYourridiculous,angry-

lookingsexface(helaughsIblushandcover

myface didIjustsaythat?Ifhedoesn'tstop

menowGodknowshowmanymorethingsI

shouldbesecretlylovinghimaboutamIgoing

toblurtout)....IloveHowyouletmewatchwhat

Iwant:MoulinRouge,SexandtheCity,

Supernanny,andsoon....IloveWhenyoulet

mebeatyouwhenwewrestle..IloveHowyou

talktomyface,notmyboobs...mostofthe



time..(IgigglehesmirkslookingatmyboobsI

hidethemthisguyisunbelievable)...Beingin

thecarwithyouandsingingalonetoour

favouritesongs...thesillyprankswedotoeach

other...Whenyouembarrassmeatthepark......

Whenyoucry...Thatyoucanhaveanygirlthat

youwant,butyoustillchooseme.......arghman

QuintonIjustloveEverythingyoudothat

makesyouthemostamazingboyfriendand

bestfriendintheworld!"

Hemakesmelookathim,therehegoeswith

thestaringagainwithhispiercinggreyeyes,I

wishmyeyescoulddothat,changebymy

moodorbecometwocoloursatonce

Quinton:"Iloveyoutoosomuchbub...Ilovethe

wayyouloveme"

Me:"Iwanttoshowyousomething"

Quinton:"okay"

IgetupandgotothebathroomItakeofmyeye



contacts,Ilookatmyreflectiontheystillas

greenasever,Ihopetheywon'tscarehimaway.

Iwalkbacktotheroomwithmyeyescovered

"Ouch!"

Ibumpedmyfootonthebed

Quinton:"maybeifyouwatchedwhereyouwere

going..."

Icrawlintobedwithmyeyesstillclosed

Me:"closeyoureyes"

Quinton:"okay?Arewegoingtopraynoworr...

Me:"justdowhatI'mtellingyoumarn"

Ipeekalilandhiseyesareclosed,Iopenmine

Ikisshislipsandhekissesmeback

Me(whilekissing):"youcanopenthemnow"

Heopenedthemoureyeslock,theshockonhis

hisface,butheisstillkissingme,he'sjust

staringatmyeyesinawe



Ipullout

Quinton:"wow,whendidyoubuythose?"

Me:"Ididn'tbuythem....theymyrealeyes"

Hehasaconfusedlook

Quinton:"what?Butyoureyesareblack?"

Me:"thosewerefake"

Quinton:"soyouwerebornwithgreeneyes?"

Inod

Quinton:"andallthistimeyou'vebeenhiding

them?"

Inod

Quinton:"why?Theysobeautiful"

Me:"really?Ithoughttheymakemelook

weird...Iwasalreadyteasedatschoolcalling

mebigeyesorfateyesorusgqemeza....whenI

gottohighschoolIputblackcontacts..I

thoughtmygreeneyeswerewhatmadethem



noticeIhavebigeyes,sotoavoidbeingcalled

thegreeneyedzombieorsomethinglikethatI

hidmygreeneyesandgrowingupinthefarms

washardspeciallyifyoulookeddifferentfrom

therest,likeme,Iwasverywhitehadsilkylong

hairandmybiggreeneyes,Igottoomuch

attention,somewouldteasemesomewould

juststareorgossipaboutmeafewwantedto

hangoutwithme"

Quinton:"aaww...wellwhocareswhattheworld

thinksaboutyoureyes,theyalwaysgoingto

criticize,ifyoucareaboutpeoplesapproval

you'llalwaysbetheirprisoner.....yourlifecan

neverbeyoursifyoustillcarewhatothers

think.,...trustmenotcaringwhatothersthink

willbethebestchoiceyou'llevermake...look

nowhowmuchbeautyyouwerehidingforall

theseyears.."

Me:"yousee?ThisisexactlywhyIloveyou,you

alwayshavetherightthingtosay"



Quinton(chuckles):"yeah..mygreeneyes

sgqemeza"

Ihithischest

Me:"mxm,meany"

Quinton:"bub?"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"iflikelet'ssaysomeoneweretotell

yousomethingverybadlikeverybadthatwould

breakyourheartandthispersonyoulovewith

allllyourheart.....wouldyouhatethatperson

forever?Orcutthemoutoftourlife?"

Myheartskipsabeat,that'sadeepquestion

Me:"uhmIdon'tknow,itwoulddependonwhat

isitthatthepersontoldme....butIdon'tknowif

IcouldeverhatesomeoneIlovewithallmy

heart,I'dprobablybeangryatthepersonbutnot

hate....whyyouask?"

Quinton:"justasking,whatifwhattheperson



toldyouwasnottheirfaultbuttheyalsovery

closewiththepersonwhowasatfault?"

Me:"ayiQuinton,andaz,Idon'tknowhowto

answerthat....arghyouandyourcomplicated

questions(Ikisshimforehead)letmegobath

andgetreadyforschool"

HesmilesIgetupandwrapmynakedbody

withatowel

Me:"waitIalmostforgottoask...whothehell

wasfollowingustheotherday,yousaidyou

foundout"

Quinton:"itwastwomen,theyrefusedtotellme

whosentthem,nomatterhowmuchItriedto

gettheanswersoutofthem,nxaIwassomad

soIjust......

Hetrailsoffandlooksatmethenavoidseye

contact

Me:"youjustwhat?Whatdidyoudo?"



Quinton(sighs):"Ijustletthemgo...butIbeated

themupreallybad"

Isigh

Ithoughthewasgoingtosayhekilled

them,phew,asmuchasI'msacredofwhatthey

wantedtodowithusbutIcan'tletQuintonget

bloodonhishandsbecauseofme

Me:"goodIhopeyoubeatthemenoughfor

themtonevercomeback

Quinton:"don'tworrybub,theywon'tbeathreat

toyouanymore,iftheyknowwhat'sgoodfor

them"

Me:"howdidyouknowaboutthisanyway?"

Quinton:"don'tworryaboutthat..justknowthat

whenyouintroubleI'llalwaysbethereina

speedoflightning",

Me:"Quinton...Areyouhavingmefollowed?"

That'stheonlyreasonableexplanationofhow



heknew

Quinton:"noI'mnot"

Me:"yesyouare...thosewereprobablypeople

yousenttofollowme"

Quinton:"I'mnothavingyoufollowedLisa,

thosemenwereafteryou,theyweresenttoget

you,dangerouspeopleareafteryouLisa"

Me:"dangerouspeople?"

Quinton:"rememberthestoryyoutoldmeabout

yourdadgivingyoudiamonds?"

Inod

Quinton:"Ithinksomeoneknowsthatyouhave

them,andtheywantthem"

Me:"what?...I..

Quinton:"doyouknowwheretheyare?"

ShouldItellhim,dadsaidnevertotellanyone

Me:"No,IwasstillyoungIforgotwhereIhid



them,I'vetriedtolookforthem"

Helooksatmeintensivelyasifhedoesn't

believeme

Quinton:"areyousure?"

Inod

Quinton:"youknowyoucantellmeanything

right?I'minyourside"

IthoughtforawhilemaybeIshouldjusttell

me,butthen,dadwarnedmeaboutmyfriends,I

don'treallyknowwhichonewashewarningme

about

Me:"IknowQuinton,I'mtellingyouthetruth..do

youthinkifIknewwheretheywereI'dstillbe

here?I'dbesomewhereinAmericalivingthe

lifeeatinghorsd'oeuvre"

Helaughs

Quinton:"Ibetyouwould..butLissyouhaveto

findthem"



Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"letmegetreadyforclass"

Igotakeashowerthendressmyselfup

*****

Wejustcameoutofclassandyonelawantsme

tovisitherforalittlebitcauseshewantsusto

talkinprivatesowenowatherapartment

Imakemyselfcomfortableonthecouch,she's

beenactingreallystrangetoday

Yonela:"wouldyoulikesomethingto

drink...arghofcauseyoudo,sillyme"

Shequicklygoesandcomesbackwithjuice

andbiscuits

Me:"thanks"

Shesmilesandnods,Idrinkmyjuiceandtakea

biteofthebiscuitImakethat"mmmh"they

reallytasty,Ilookupandherandshe'sstaring

atmeinadmiration



Ishrugmyshoulders

Me(mouthful):"Whaa?"

Shechuckles

Yonela:"yousocute,Iseeyoutookoutthe

contacts,youreyesarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou,Icouldn'thidethemforever"

Yonela:"butI'vebeenpreachingthatto

you,whatfinallygotthroughyourthickskull?"

Ilaugh

Me:"that'dbeQuinton,Idon'tknowhowbuthe

justbringsoutasideofmethathasn'tbeen

therebefore,hemakesmebelieveinmyself

evenifIknowIcan'tdoit,hebringsoutthe

crazyside.

Shelooksatmeasthoughshe'ssador

disappointed

Me:"sorry,Ishouldn'thaveaddontherestof

thosethings..itwasQuintonfullstop"



Shechuckles

Yonela:"Lisa,Iwantedtoapologise...Actually

LisaI'msosorryforthewayIactedtheother

day,Idon'tknowwhatcameoverme,itwasso

uncalledforandIwouldnevereverspillyour

secretslikehowIthreatened,youtellmethose

becauseyoutrustmeandit'dbecruelofmeto

betrayyourtrustlikethat"

Me:"yonela,Iunderstand,Ialsokindabetrayed

youbydatingMncedisiwhenyoulikedhimfirst"

Yonela:"ohpleaseMncedisiwho?I'mlongover

him"

Me:"really?Butyouweresomad"

Shesighs

Yonela:"Lisa,IneverwantedMncedisiinthe

firstplace,Ineverlikedthato,IknowIalwaystalk

aboutQuintonbuttruthisIneverlikedhimin

thatway...evenChrisIdidn'tlovehim"



Wellthatwasobvious,theChrispart

Me:"what?Butyouwerelaterallypraising

MncedisiIthought..."

Yonela:"Lisaifyou'venoticedI'vealwaysbeen

intoboyswhoareintoyou,likethatguyingrade

11wholikedyoubutIendedupdatinghim,I

neveractuallylikedhim"

I'mconfusedAFwhatisshetryingtosay?

Me:"oh...."

Yonela:"thetruthisIlikeyouLisa"

Me:"ofcauseyoulikeme,youloveme,webest

friendsdarh"

Irollmyeyes

Yonela:"no,Imeanlike..Ireallylikeyouasinlike

this"

Shemovesclosertomeherfacerightonmine

shelooksdeepintomyeyesthencupsmy

face,shecloseshereyesandbrushesherlips



onmine,shepecksmylipIpeckhertoo,she

deepensthekiss,surprisingmyselfI'mkissing

herback,whatthehellisgoingon?Arewereally

kissing?Whyaren'tIstoppingher...damnwhy

doesitfeelsogood

Ipullout

Me:"Yonela!??"

Yonela:"I'msosorry....Ithoughtyoufeelthe

same?"

Me:"what?....uhmI..Ihavetogo"

IquicklygetupandheadoutIhearher

shoutingmyname,butIneedtogoIcan'tstay

hereforanothersecond,Icalledanuber,Iwent

tothelibrary,Ineedtogetmindmindoff

things,Ishouldwrapupmyassignment..

****

Thelibraryissopeacefulbutthistimethis

peacefulnessismakingmymindrunwildandI



can'tstopthinkingaboutyonela,howcomeI

nevernoticed?

Acallcomesthrough

Me:"hello"

"Mywife,howareyoubeautiful?"

Me:"heyLee,I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

Lee:"I'm goodtoo....whereareyou?"

Me:"inthelibrary"

Lee:"that'swhyyouwhispering,canIcomepick

youup?"

Me:"what?Whereareyou?Whendidyouget

back?Youback?"

Helaughs

Lee:"YesI'mbackbeautiful,Ihadtocomeback

earlier,Imissyousomuch"

Me:"oh...uhmIguessyoucancomepickmeup"

Lee:"I'llberightthere,givemefive"



Me:"okaythen,bye"

Lee:"byebeautiful"

Ihangup,afewminuteslater,I'minhis

apartment,wewerejustchilling,playedhisplay

station,talkedandhadsnacks

He'ssittingclosetomewatchingt.v

Me:"Ishouldgetgoing"

Lee:"oh?Sosoon?"

Hehasadisappointedlookonhisface

Me:"yeahitskindagettinglate"

Hesighs

Lee:"okay"

Westareateachother

Lee:"Ican'tgetoveryoureyes"

Me(smiles):"thanks"

*silence*



Lee:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"yeah?"

Lee:"whydon'tyoumoveinwithme?"

Me:"what?"

.

.

.

.

tobecontinued
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(short)

Lee:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantoscareyou"

Me:"uhmwhat?No,Imeanuhmwhat'sthe

rush?"

Lee:"itsnorushLisaitwasjustathought"

Me:"oh...movingin?That'sabigstep,don'tyou

think?"

Lee:"wedatedforonedaythenIpaid

lobola,nowengagedformarriage,butyouthink

movinginwillbeabigstep?"



Hesaidwithagrinonhisface,Ilaughalittle

Me:"wowhubbyIthinkwemovingtoofast,who

datesforonedaythengetsmarried?"

Welaugh

Lee:"don'tyoufinditfunnythefirsttimeIgave

youaridehomethenaskedforyournumbers,I

saveditasfuturewifey....

Me:"onlytofindthat,I'llreallybeyour

wifey....(laughs)..whataretheodds"

Welaugh

Lee:"lookkhanya,I'mnotdemandingthatyou

shouldmoveinwithmejustcauseIpaidlobola

orcauseI'myourhusbandoranythingofthat

sort,there'sreallynorush,itsjustwhenI'mwith

youIbecomereallyhappy,itssofunbeingin

yourcompany,talkingtoyouwithyourblabbing

mouth,IloveitwhenIlosemyselfinyour

eyes....IjustwanttocuddlewithyouwhenI

sleepandwakeupnextyoueverymorning,so



thatwhenIlookatyouit'llmakemebelievethat

there'ssomethinginthisworldworthliving

for,worthwakingupfor,worthtakingcare

for,worthlovingandwortheveryefforts"

Myheartmeltswhilebeatingfastatthesame

time,Ismile

Me:"that'ssosweet....doyoureallyfeelthis

stronglyaboutme?"

Henods

Lee:"IfeelsomuchforyouLisaitsnoteven

funny,Iloveyou"

Me:"oh...I'mnotsureaboutmovingin"

Lee:"youstillenjoyingscrewingyour

friend...Quinton?"

Whatdidhejustsay?

Me:"pardon?"

Lee:"isthatwhyitshardforyoutomoveout,you

haven'tbrokethingsoffyet,y'allstillloveeach



otherandhe'sscrewingyouright?"

Me:"Mnce.....

Lee:"NoLisaIgetit,youlovehim,butcan'tyou

atleasttrytorespectthefactthatwemarried?

Willyouevertrytomakeuswork?OramIall

aloneinthis?WhatamIevenasking,younever

wantedthisinthefirstplacesoyou'llprobably

doanythingInyourpowertodestroyit"

Me:"Lee...don'tbelikethis..I..I

Lee:"youcan'tevendenyit,itsfinekhanyayou

cangobackyoyourmanletmenotstandin

yourway,IguessIwasalittlenaïvetothinkwe

hadsomekindofconnection,tothinkthatit

wasfatethatboughtustogether.....youknow

what,itsgettinglateyoushouldgo..letmego

getthekeys"

HegetsupIpullhisarmmakinghimsit,Idon't

knowwhetherIfeelsomethingforhimorI

reallyfeelsorryforhim



Me:"Lee,itsnotthatIdon'tlikeyouoranything,

IjusthatethewayweareboughttogetherIstill

don'tunderstandthedealbehindthismarriage

anditsfrustratingme,causeasmuchasIlike

yousomuchIjustdon'ttrustwhydidwehave

togetarrangedforwhat'supwiththat?"

Hesigh

Lee:"ifIknew...Ireallywouldtellyou,myfather

justtoldmethatifIdon'tmarryyou,thenIcan

forgettakingoverthefamilybusiness"

Me:"whatisyourfamilybusinessabout?"

Lee:"alotofthingsbutthemainpartofitisthe

shippingofcargo"

Me:"ohwhattypeofcargo?"

Lee:"vehicles..Aircraftsandmanyotherthings"

Me:"mmmh"

Lee:"letmegetyouback"

HestoodupIpulledhimbackdownbutthis



timeheistooclosetomewelookedateach

otherhepullsmyheadandsmasheshislipson

mine,hishandbrushingmythighsinwards,I

wrappedmyarmsaroundhisneckthenpulled

out

Me:"letmethinkaboutitokay?"

Lee:"Iunderstand,butpleasedon'ttaketoo

muchtime,Ireallydon'tlikethatyoustaywitha

niggarthatyouhavefeelingsfor"

Me:"okayfineI'llmoveinnextweek"

Hisfacelitsupashesmiles

Lee:"really?"

Inod

HekissesmeIkisshimbackourkissturned

intoamakeoutsessionIpulledout

Me(breathless):"Ishouldgobeforethisgoes

anyfurther"

Lee(smirks):"what'swrongwithfurther?"



Me:"justtakemehome"

Lee:"butthisisyourhome,withyourhusband"

Itstillhasn'tregisteredthatI'msomeone'swife

Me:"shouldIcallanuber?"

Hechuckles,hedrivesmebackhome.

Iunlockandgetinside,myheartskipsin

excitement,Ilovethisplaceitmyhome,I'm

happyhereIdon'twannamoveout,Iwalktothe

fridgeIopenthencloseit,Idon'tneedanything

fromit,itsjustanormnowthatIcan'tpassthe

kitchenwithoutopeningthefridge,Quintonhas

reallyrubbedoffhisbadhabitsonme.

Ilookaroundthehousehe'snothere,Ifreshen

upandworemyPJs,Itookoutmylaptopand

gotdowntobusiness,Iwasfinishingoffmy

assignment,afterhoursofresearchandtypingI

wasfinallydone,Icheckthetimeitspast

midnightandQuintonisstillnotback,Itakeoff

mynerdsandstartpackingup,Ididn'teven



cookdinner,soIjusthavesomeyogurtthen

headedforbedafterswitchingoffthelights

Itriedcallinghimbuthedoesn'tpickup,Isent

lotsofmessagestillIgaveupandfellasleep....

Ifelttheblanketmoving,hisscentfilledme

up,hegotinthecoversIhadmybackturnedon

him,hesmellsofcigaretteHemovescloserand

wrapshisarmsaroundme,Ifeelheartbrokenat

thethoughtofwhereishecomingfrom,Ican't

evenpretendtosleephistouchisjusttoo

strongtomyemotions

Me:"whereyoucomingfrom?"

Idon'tturntolookathim

Quinton:"sorrytowakeyouup"

Me:"whereareyoucomingfrom?"

Quinton:"Igotheldup,I'msorryIdidn'treturn

yourcalls"

Iturntofacehim



Me:"heldupwhere?"

Quinton:"Iwasatthehospital,theyfounda

sonarformom,theywillbestartingthesurgery

bytomorrow"

Excitementoverpowersme

Me:"WowQuintonthat'sgoodnews!!"

Quinton:"Yeahitis,Icouldn'tbelieveit,I'mso

happy,momwasgivenasecondchance"

Ifeeltearsthreatening,I'msohappy,thisisall

Godsgrace

Me(breakingvoice):"I'msohappyforher,Iknew

she'llmakeitthrough"

Quinton:"thankyoubub,thanksforbelievingin

her,thankyouforyourpowerfulprayers,you

reallydomeantheworldtome"

HepullsmecloserIwrapmylegsandarms

aroundhim

Me:"itwasalsoyourprayers,andyourfaithbut



mostofallitwasGod'sGraceandmercy"

Hekissesmeunexpectedly,weshareakiss

filledwithlotsofemotions

Hepullsout

Quinton:"sorryforcominghomelate,she's

awake,Istayedwithhertillshefellasleep,she

kindatalksalottoo"

Ichuckle

Me:"that'sokay,I'mjustgladyoubacknow"

Hegetsontopofmekissingme,hegoesdown

tomyneckmassagingmyboobs..."youstill

enjoyingscrewingyourfriend...Quinton?"..his

voiceechoesinmymindIcantgethimoutof

mymind,IclosemyeyesandmoanlouderasQ

ismuffingme...."Iwasthinking.....whydon'tyou

moveinwithme?".....Imoanloudertryingto

concentrateonwhatQuintonisdoingtomebut

hisvoicestillrunsthroughmymind,Icanstill

feelhislipsonmine,Ican'tstopthinkingabout



him...""IjustwanttocuddlewithyouwhenI

sleepandwakeupnextyoueverymorning,so

thatwhenIlookatyouit'llmakemebelievethat

there'ssomethinginthisworldworthliving

for,worthwakingupfor,worthtakingcare

for,worthlovingandwortheveryefforts"

IfeelhimrubbinghimselfonmeIstophim

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"Quinton,nottonight"

Quinton:"whynot?"

Hekissesmyneck.

Me(breathlessly):"I'mmovingout"

Hestopsandlooksatmeforalongtime

Quinton:"oh...

Hegetsoffme,Ireallydidn'twanthimto

Me:"Mncedisiwantsmetomoveinwithhim"

Hislipsarecurvedupsidedownandsoare



mine

Me:"I'msorryQ...Itriedto...

Quinton:"NoIgetit...he'syourhusband,you

wereboundtomoveinwithhim"

Me:"Quinton....Ireallydon'twantto,thisismy

home"

Quinton:"yeahwell,yournewhomeiswithhim

now"

Me:"Quinton..Whyareyoubeingsocold"

Quinton:"oh..I'msorryyouwantmetobehappy

foryou?Torejoice?Tocongratulateyou?

.....wellI'msorry..thatIjustcan'tdo"

Tearswerenowrunningdownmyface

Me:"I'mscaredQuinton,I'm scaredtolose

you,I'mscaredofhavingtochoosesomeone

elsetospendtherestofmylifewithwhoisnot

you,I'mscaredtoexperiencewakingupnextto

someoneelsewhoisnotyou,I'mscaredtolose



thestrongfeelingsandchemistryIhavewith

you,I'mscaredtotellamanthatIlovehim

causehe'snotyou,I'mscaredofchanging,

MostofallI'mscaredofwalkingoutofthis

roomandneverfeelingtherestofmywhole

life.....thewayIfeelwhenI'mwithyou"

Heswitchesonthelampandlooksatme,his

eyesarebloodshot,

Quinton:"I'mscaredtooLiss,I'mlosingyou,you

slippingawayfrommyhandsandIcantdo

anythingaboutit,IloveyouLisa.........butIhave

toletyougo,Iloveyou...everyonecantellI

do..butIneedtoaccepttherealitythatyou

needtogo...I'llbekeepingmyloveforyouTo

thedeepestpartofmeIwillnotforgetwhat

we'vesharedBecausethat'stheonlytreasure

I'llkeep....fornowgotoyourhusband,Maybe

we'llfindawaybacktoeachother,whoknows

maybethingsweremeanttobethiswayfirst

beforewecanbetogether"



Me(crying):"pleasedon'ttalklikethis,you

breakingmyheart,Iloveyousomuch,Iwish

thingsweredifferent,we'llstillbetogetherright?

We'llfindawayback"

Hepullsmeintohisembrace

Quinton:"Ipromisetoholdontomypromise,I

willneverloveanyothergirllikehowIloveyou,I

knowyoualreadyfailingtokeepthepromise

youmade,butI'llholdontomineandwaitfor

you...IknowI'mnotperfectbutifgivena

chanceIcouldbe,IknowI'llfindthetruth

behindthismarriagethatwillsetyoufree,Ijust

hopebythattimeyou'llstillwanttobesetfree"

Isthissomesortofgoodbye?Noitcan't

be,we'veonlyjustgotthechancetobetogether,

itcan'tbeoversosoon,ithasn'tevenstarted!

Me:"pleasedon'tsaythat...I'llalwaysbeready

tocomebacktoyou..you'llalwaysbemy

numberone"



hesighs,hecuddlesmeIcouldn'tstopthetears

Ijustwentonandonandon...whyisloveso

complicated,whendidmylifegetso

complicated?

.

.

.

.

I'lltrytoposttonight,..nopromises
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QUINTON



Aweeklater

Me:"wellthat'sthelastofit,didyoupackthat

novelyoulovereading?Godknowsyou

wouldn'tsurviveadaywithoutit"

She'ssittingonthebedlookingaround

Me:"hello!?"

Istandinfrontofhershelooksupatme,atear

dropsfromhereye

Isquartdowntoherlevel

Me:"bub,don'tcryplease,we'vedoneenoughof

that"



Lisa:"Ican'tbelieveIwon'tbestayinghere

anymore"

Me:"itissad,butdon'tworryveryverysoon

you'llbeback"

Sheshrugs

Me:"comeonlet'sgetthesetothecar"

Lisa:"yeah"

Ihelphergetupandwecontinuepacking.

IreallyfeellikeI'mloosingher,Iknowthisis

hurtinghernow,butsoonshe'llforgetaboutme

sinceitstooobviousthatshehascaught

feelingsforthedude,Ijusthopeshewon'tbe

blindedbytherichgoodluxuriouslifeand

change,I'vereallybeenmeaningtotellherthe

truthaboutherfather'sdeathbuteverytimeI

tryIseeherbeautifulfaceandIcan'tstandto

seeherhurtspeciallybyme..Yesthereisa

trackingdeviceonhenecklace,Iputitthere

causethiswholedealbetweentheJohnsons



andhergrandmotherjustdoesn'taddup,andI

justdon'ttrustthematall,I'llprotectLisawith

mylifenotcauseIfeelIoweherformyfather's

deedsbutbecauseIreallytrulyloveherand

careforherandI'llneverforgivemyselfif

anythingeverhappenstohernotundermy

watchwhenIfoundherIsavedherlife,tookher

inandtookcareofher,shehadnoonesoI

becameherfamily,herfriendandher

protector,shemeansalottomenow,she'smy

preciouspearlandImadeanoathtomyself

thatI'lltakecareandprotectforaslongasIlive,

IAlsocan'texplainwhyIfeelsoconnectedto

herbutIjustam....thosetwoguyswhowere

followingherIstillhavethemcaptivewellone

ofthem,Ihadtomakeanexampleoutofthee

othersothattheotheronetalks,he'snotdead

thoughbutImadeitlooklikeit,Idon'tlikekilling

butifitsforMomCandramybrothersorLisaI'd

doitoverandoveragain,callmecold,barsturd

orwhateverbutI'dkillandtakeabulletforthe



peopleIlovecausewhenIloveIlove

unconditionallythat'swhyIneverattachedmy

feelingswithgirlsandhavingrelationships,and

whenIhateIhatewithpassionandrightnowI

hatetheJohnsons,Iknowabouttheirshipping

company,itsaregisteredcompanysoitslegal

butI'msurethere'smoretoitthanaircraftand

vehicles,I'llfindouttoday,aslongasLisahas

thosediamondsherlifeisingreatdanger,alot

ofpeopletriedstealingfrommydadtherewere

alwaysgunfightscauseeverythugoutthere

wantedthediamonds,Lisa'sdadwascleverhe

workedintheinsidegainedmydadstrustand

noonesawitcomingwhenhefoundoutitwas

him,IwasaroundfifteentosixteenyearsoldI

alreadyknewaboutdadsbusinesseswhenthis

manbetrayedhim,hewentafterhimandkilled

himbutdidn'tgetthediamonds,Iwasn'tthere

duringthekillingjustmybrothersandother

men,IneverknewitwasLisa'sdaduntilshe

toldmerecentlythestoryaboutherdadand



diamonds,Iknowsheknowswheretheyarebut

Ithinkshedoesn'ttrustme,ifonlysheknewthe

kindofpeopleafterthose,whendaddiedwe

wereforcedtocarryon,Irefused,untilthey

kidnappedCandraIdidallIcouldtosaveher

lifeandIdid,notknowingthatfromthat

momentIwillforeverbe.....wellthat'sastoryfor

anotherday,Ijustneedhertogivemethe

diamondsIknowhowtotakecareofthemso

thatherlifeisoutofdanger,causeifshegets

ridofthem,whoeverisafterherwillkillherordo

worse,butiftheyknowtheybysomeoneelse

whichisme,they'llcomeaftermeinsteadandI

don'tcarewhathappenstomeaslongasLisa

isprotected

Istopthecarbytheparkingofthehotel

mncencencestaysin

Me:"wellwehere"

Lisa:"yeahwehere"



Me:"Liss,youknowI'ddoanythingforyou

right?"

Shenods

Me:"andI'dhateitifanyoneevertriestohurt

you,causeI'dturnintosomethingIhateturning

into"

Shelooksatmeandfrownsalittle

Me:"pleasebub,whenyourememberwhereyou

hidthediamonds,pleasetellme,trustmeit's

notbecauseIwantthemformyselfbutIwant

toprotectyou"

Lisa:"Idon'tknowwheretheyareQuintonbut

I'lltellyouifIremember"

Sheclearlydoesn'ttrustmeandIhatethat,how

amIsupposedtoprotectherifshedoesn't

eventrustme

Me:"okay(sighs)...I'mjustaphonecallaway

okay?"



Shenodswithhersparklingtearyeyes

Me:"ifheeverlayshishandsonyouandhurts

you,tellme,I'llcomegetyoudon'twaitforhim

todoittwice....ifheevermistreatsyouin

anywayLisa,don'tbescaredtocallmeevenif

hethreatensyou,hewon'thurtyou,notwhileI'm

stillalive"

Lisa:"hewon'thurtmeQ,butifhedoesI'lltell

you"

Me:"youpromise?"

Lisa:"Ipromise"

Me:"alsopromisemeyou'llcallmeeveryday

whenyougetthechance,evenifitsjusttosay

hi"

Lisa:"IpromiseI'llcallyoueveryday..ComeQits

notlikeI'mgoingfarawayI'llvisityouevery

chanceIgetwe'llstillhangoutjustlikebefore"

Me:"Isurehopeso,I'llcallyoutoo,everysingle



day"

Shemakesafaintsmile

Me:"comehere"

ShemovesherheadtowardsmeImeetherhalf

wayandweshareakissaverylongone,the

verylastone,I'mnotplanningonkissingherlike

thisorsexingwithheruntilshebelongstome

Ipullout

Me:"wecanneverkisslikethisortoucheach

otheranyhowaslongasyoustillmarriedtohim

okay?"

Shelooksatmedisappointed

Lisa:"youmeanthatwasourlastkiss?"

Inod

Shesmashesherlipsonmeandwekissagain

shepullsout

Lisa:"okaythisisthelastone"



Wekissonceagain,damnIcanneverget

enoughoftheselips

Shepullsoutandlooksatme

Lisa:"okaylastofthelast"

Ichuckleknowingherwe'llneverstopandI

don'twantherto

afteralongwhilemyjawsweregettingtiredbut

Ididn'twanttostopandthiskissingisstarting

toturnmeonbigtime,IjustnoticedI'mrubbing

herpunani,shepullsoutwebothgaspfor

air,I'msuremylipsareasswollenashers

Lisa:"okaythatwastheone"

Welaugh

Me:"okaylet'shelpyougetthesethingsinside"

Wegetoutandtakeherthinksuptotheir

floor,sheonlytookherclothesandafewother

thingsshedidn'tneedtotakeanythingbig

Me:"whereisyourhusbandanyway?"



Shesighs

Lisa:"doyouhavetosaythat?"

Me:"what?"

Lisa:"youdon'thavetomentionthatallthe

time"

Me:"I'msorry,itsjustawayforittoregisterin

mymindthatyousomeone'swife"

Lisa:"he'sonhiswayhewaswritingatestso

hegavemethekeys"

Me:"doyoustillwantoutfromthismarriage?"

Lisa:"we'vebeenthroughthisQuinton,keep

doingeverythingyoucantofreemeandI'lldo

thesame..Ihaven'tchosenhim,Ichooseyou"

Me:"itsjustI'veseenhowcloseyou'vebeento

him,youtexthimeverynighthecallsyouevery

morninglikearealmarriedcouple"

Lisa:"itsnotlikethatQ..hesaidhewantsto

makethismarriageworkandthat'shimtrying..I



don'tlovehimIswear"

Ihatehowthisgirlbringsoutmyemotionsso

easily,I'vebeenacrybabyeversinceI'vebeen

withher,Ican'thideitwhenI'msadanditonly

happenswithher,otherwiseI'mone

emotionlessperson

Me:Iknowyoudon'tlovehim,Itrustyou"

Shehasfeelingsforhim,Icanfeelit

Lisa:"tomorrowI'llbeheadingtoP.E"

Me:"whatfor?"

Lisa:"IneedtotalktogramsandIheardshe's

notwellatall,Ihavetofindoutthetruthbefore

sheleaves"

Me:"whenyoucomingback?"

Lisa:"Ihavetobebackthedayaftertomorrow

causeIhaveatest"

Me:"okaygood,Ihopeyourgrannytellsyouthe

truth,Ihaveafeelingtheythreatenedher



somehow"

Shenodswithaconcernedface

Me:"thatnecklacereallylooksgoodonyou"

Shesmilesandlooksatit

Lisa:"Iloveitsomuch,I'mnevertakingitoff"

Me:"itssuitsyouperfectly,youshouldnever

replaceit"

Lisa:"never,everytimeIlookatitIget

flashbacksofthefuntimeswehad"

"OhheyLisa,youhere,sorryIcouldn'tfetchyou"

Hehugshertightbutshequicklypullsoutofit

Lisa:"oh...noitsokayQuintonwasveryhelpful"

Oureyeslock,Ifeelmybloodboilandmy

temperaturerising,Ifeelalotofhatredtowards

him,itsjusttoomuchIfeellikestranglinghimto

death,hedareshurtmygirlI'llgettheprivilege

todoit



Me:"I'llgetgoing...(IwalkuptoLisaandkiss

hercheek)..takecare"

Lisa:"I'llwalkyouout"

Him:"heknowshisway"

Lisa:"so?IsaidI'llwalkhimout"

Me:"that'sokaybub,Iknowmyway"

Iwalkoutclosingthedoorbehindme

AcallcomesthroughmyphoneasIentermy

car

Me:"whatdoyouhaveforme?"

"Let'smeetattheusualspot,Igotsomethingon

themthatyouwilllove"

Me:"I'llbethereinten"

.

.

.



LISA

Me:"whydidyouhavetobesorude?"

Lee:"EyiLisaIdon'tlikeyourfriendabitandI'm

notabouttopretendIlikehim"

Me:"pleasedon'tdothatagain"

Helooksatmeandsighs

Lee:"okayfine,I'msorry,nowcanwecelebrate

yourfirstnightwithyourman"

HemakesfunnyfacesIreluctantlysmile

Me:"Iguessso"

Hepicksmeupthengoesputmeonthecouch

Lee:"letmegogetussomethingtodrink"



Hedisappearstothekitchenthencomesback

withchampagneandtwoglasses

Lee:"tonewbeginnings"

Heraiseshisglass,Ihesitatebeforeraising

mine

Me:"tonewbeginnings"

.

.

.

.
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LISA

SheattacksmewithahugassoonasIcome

outthecar

Lethu:"yoohIthoughtyounevercomingback!"

Me:"howcome?Whenthisismysecondhome"

Sandra:"doyouneedhelpwithyourluggage?"

Me:"Ineedanotherhugfirst"

Shesmilesbeforeshylyhuggingme

Me:"youtoothando?Maybe?No?"



Shefakesalaughrollshereyesthengoesback

tothehouse

Me:"guessthat'saNo"

WelaughandheadinsidewhereI'mattackedby

SnakhoIpickherupandspinheraround,she

giggleslikealittlefiveyearold..Ohwaitsheis..

Lizz:":"Lisa,itsonicetohaveyoubacksosoon

"

Me:"yeah...Iheardgramsisgettingworse,I

needtospendtimewithher"

Lizz(sighs):"eyiitsbadLisa...Itsgoodyouhere

shewillbeveryhappytoseeyou"

Me:"isshehere?"

Lizz:"Yesshe'sinherroom,thedoctorjust

attendedherafewminutesagosoI'mnotsure

whethershe'sawake"

Me:"that'sokayI'llgocheck"

Imademywaytoherroom,Iknockedsoftly



thenmademywayin

Me(whispering):"heeyy"

Shelooksupatmethensmiles,Isitattheedge

ofthebed

Me(whispering):"howyoudoing?"

Grams:"inpain,butI'mfine"

Mylipsautomaticallycurveupsidedown

Me(whispering):"aawwIwishIcantakethe

painawayandbearitforyouinstead"

Grams:"that'ssweetandallbutcanIask

something?"

Me(whispering):"ofcauseyoucanaskme

anything"

Grams(whispering):"wasumakangaka

kutheni?"(whyyouwhispering,whatswrong?)

Me(whispering):"ohmybad"

Weburstintolaughter,untilshestartscoughing



reallybadtakingherhandkerchief,Inoticed

bloodcomingout,Istartpanicking

Me:"ah..uhm..doyouneedwater?!Ofcauseyou

do..uhmah.Okaywait"

Istoodup

Grams:"noI'mfinehlalaphansi"(sitdown)

Ireluctantlysit

Me:"areyousure?...causelike...

Grams:"I'mfineLisa"

Isigh

Me(smiles):"okayke"

Grams:"kunjaniukbangumakoti?"(How'sitlike

beingawife?)

Ifeelangerrisingup,Ihateit,Idon'twanttobe

married,whydidyouputmeinthismess!

Me:"itsokayIguess"

Grams:"istheresomethingbotheringyou?"



Me:"No"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Me:"Yes"

Grams:"thethanamkalok"(talktome)

Me(sighs):"Ijustdon'tgetitgrams"

Grams:"whatdotyouget?"

Me:"allofit,Idon'tgetit....thecontract,this

marriage,thisfamily,you,everything...Ijust

don'tgetit"

Grams:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Imean...whatkindofpeoplemake

agreementslikethatincontracts?Sellingoff

yourgranddaughter?Whatdoesthathave

anythingtodowithyourJob...?"

Shelooksaroundthenbackatme

Me:"unless......there'ssomethingyounottelling

me?"



Shesighsheavily

Grams:"Lisathisisforthebesttrustme"

Me:"NomakhuluIcan'ttrustyoucauseyounot

tellingmethetruth,what'stherealreason

behindthismarriage?..Imeancomeongrams

youdidn'tevenletmomnordadknowabout

this,thatyou'llbesellingoftheirownchild,what

areyounottellingus?"

Grams:"thingsarebestthiswayNana,

something'sitsbestyoudon'tknow"

Bull!!

Me:"Ideservetoknowgrams,speciallyifit

involvesandresolvesaroundme,Ihavethe

righttoknow"

Shekeepssilentforawhile

Grams:"yourfatherandMrJohnsonweregood

friends,theymadeadealthroughcontractthat

whentheybecomesuccessfultheywillJoin



familiestobeonethroughtheirfirstborn

daughterandson"

Me:"butdaddidn'tbecomesuccessfulandhe's

deadnowsothatcontractwassupposedtobe

terminated"

Grams:"yesitwassupposedto,butitwasn't,

beforeyourdaddiedMrJohnsonsawthatyour

fatherwasstillstrugglingsoheofferedhima

dealthathewillnotterminatethecontractbut

willtakecareofyou,andallowhimtobehis

partnerinhisbusinesses"

Me:"sodadusedtoworkwithMrJohnson?"

Shenods

Me:"andMrJohnson'sbusinessesareherein

PEonly?"

Grams:"hehasbusinessesallover"

Me:"dotheyhaveabusinessthatinvolves

jewelry?"



Grams:"Ithinkso,Ireallydon'tknow"

Maybedadusedtostealthediamondsfromthe

Johnsons?AndnowMrJohnsonknowsandhe

wantstogainmytrustsoIcantellhimwhere

theyareorhewantstocomeaftermywhole

familywhichisnowmymomandIleft,ohGod

thisisamessanditlookslikegramsdon't

knowaboutthediamonds.....andIcan'tbelieve

mydadjustsoldmelikethat

Me:"oh..butgramswhydidn'tyoujusttellme

thetruthfromthebeginning?"

Shesighs

Grams:"youlovedyourdaddearly,Ididn'twant

youtohatehimforthinkinghesoldyoutohis

friendandbusinesspartner"

Damnrighthedid!!Heputmeinthisdanger

nowhe'scomingtoprotectmelikehe'sso

innocentandcaringnx

Me:"Idon'thatehimgrams,I'mjust



disappointedhewouldlielikethatandkeepthis

frommomandI....butthere'sjustonethingI

don'tunderstand"

Grams:"whatisit?"

Me:"ifdadusedtobebusinesspartnerswithMr

Johnson......Howcomewerewestillpoor?And

stillare?"

Grams:"theyweren'tofficiallypartnersuntilthe

familieswerejoined,atthattimewhilethey

werestillwaitingforyoutogrowup,hewasjust

workingforhimlikeanyotheremployee"

Me:"wowIcan'tbelievethis....andwhatkindof

friendisMrJohnsonwhopaidhisownbest

friendpeanutsliketherestyetheknewthe

futuretheywereplanningtogether..Greedy

much"

Grams:"I'msosorryNana,youdeservebetterin

lifethanthis"

Ido...Butlifeissounfair



Me:"somethingstilldoesn'taddup"

Grams:"I'vetoldyoueverythingIknow"

Me:"yesyouhave,andthankyouforthat,Iwish

youhadtoldmeearlierthoughbutatleastI

knowthetruth"

Imoveclosertoherandwipehertears

Grams:"theyareagoodfamilythough,Ialso

usedtoworkforthemasananny,that'swhy

yourfatherusedtotellmeeverything,hedidn't

tellyourmothercauseyouknowyourmom,she

would'vefreakedoutanddoGodknowswhat"

Ichuckle

Me:"Istillneedanswersthough,that'swhyI'll

dowhateverittakestomakethismarriagea

success,Ibelievethere'sahiddenagendainall

this..(breathsinandout)..andI'mgonnafind

out"

Grams:"inallyoudouqaphelemntam"(be



careful)

Me:"don'tworryaboutme,I'mabiggirl,Ican

takecareofmyself"

Shelaughsatme

Me:"what'ssofunny!?"

Grams:"younoteveneighteenyet,youstilla

baby"

Igasp

Me:"heeyIamnot!I'llbeMrsJohnson

soon..hellooo,andnextweekismybirthday

you'llseemebecomingawoman"

Welaugh,shestartscoughingagain,itsso

scary

Me:"that'sitI'mgettingyouwater"

Sheshakesherhead

Grams:"I'mfine..ahhh"

Me(worried):"what'swrong!?"



Grams:"nothing,I'mo...aaahhhhh"

Igetupquicklynotknowingwhattodo,Ikeep

touchingandleavingher

"Heeeeelllllpp!!Ncedanibooooo!!!!"

Iranouttheroomscreamingforhelp,Iheara

bunchoffeetstormingtowardstheroom

Gramswasinalotofpaingroaninginagony

"Kwenzekani!!"

"Somebodycallambulance"

"Noit'llbetooslow,I'llgogetthekeys,tryto

carryhertothecarinthemeantime"

Mymindwasatstandstill,myworldjust

stopped,Ijustzonedoutandeveryone

disappearedIfrozejuststandingtherestuck

andstaringoutinnowheremyheartbeating

hardagainstmyribcageasifitsgoingtojump

out,beforeIknewitsomeoneswitchedoffthe



light!

*****

I'mwokenupbybeepingsounds,Iimmediately

knowI'minhospitalthesmellsaysitall,Itry

openingmyheavyeyes,andIlookaroundand

I'mmetbyasobbingLethu

Me(hoarsevoice):"where'severyone

else..(gasps)...makhulu?Uphi?..ohmygodI

havetogoseeher"

Iremovethetubesandstuffgettingoffthebed

Lethu:"Lisa,youcan'tjustgetup,youneedthe

nurseassistance!"

Me:"Idon'tseeanursearoundhere,doyousee

anurse?Areyouanurse?....noanswer?Okay

let'sgo"

Iwalkoutwithhertrailingbehindmewarning

metostop,mylegsfeelsoweak,Idon'teven

knowwhereI'mgoing,luckilyIbumpintoa



doctor

Istophim

Me:"excusemesirI'mlookingfor....

"TheythatwayLisa"

Lethuinterrupts

Me:"nevermind"

Lethushowsmetheway,wegetthereand

everyoneisthereexceptMncedisiandEnhle

theyinJo'burgcauseofschool,blockingme

fromseeingherasIenterthedoor,everyone

looksbackatuswithsadfaces

Me:"makhulu?Whereisshe?"

Imakemywayinclosertheymakewayforme

andshe'slyingonthebedlookingweakerthan

ever,Iholdherhand

Me:"makhulu....."

Grams:"mmh"



Me:"isthisit?"

Shesmileswithtearyeyes

Grams(softly):"thisisit"

Tearsimmediatelydripfrommyeyes

Me:"thiscan'tbeit...thisjustcan'tbeit"

Grams:"itsoverLisa,thepainandsufferingwill

finallybeover"

Me:"but..butmybirthdayisnextweek,I

thought..(burstintoaloudcry)..Ithought.."

"Shhh"

IfeelMrsJohnsonrubbingmyback

Grams:"I'llbetheresweety"

Me:"how?..(smiling)...Doyougetanother

week?"

Grams:"I'llalwaysbethere...(pokesmychest

chest)..inhere....Iloveyouokay?"

Inodmyeyesareblur



Grams:"givemeonelasthug"

Ibendoverandhughergently

Grams:"comeon,isthatallyougot?Givemea

bearhug"

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttohurtherIcouldn't

resist,Ihuggedhertighter

Me:"Iloveyouplusplusplusplusinfinity"

Shesmiles

Me:"ifyouseedaduptherepleasegivehima

hugformeandmom,tellhimwemisshimand.

........

Beebeebeebeebeebeebeebeebeebee!!!The

machinesgobeeping,gramseyesarewide

openandshe'sshaking

"I'mgonnahavetoaskeveryonetopleaseleave

theroomimmediately!!"

Thedoctorsrushin,Iholdherhand



Me:"Nooooonooocomeback,she'snotgone

yet"

Ifeelpeoplepickingmeupheadingtothedoor,I

seethemswitchingoffthemachineand

coveringherup,Ibreakdownevenmoreasthe

doorcloses

Me(crying):"Noooo,nodon'tgo..Ineed

yoooouu!!!"

MrsJohnsonpullsmetoherchestshushing

me

Me:"she'sgone,sheleftme....she'sgone...she's

she's....

Ifeltmywholeworldfallingapart,Iknewshe

wasleavingsoon,but.....Iwasneverready



QUINTON

Me:"SoIthinkitsdadwhokilledherfather"

Mom:"Mthethwa?Isthathersurname?"

Me:"yeah,whenIfirstknewher,hersurname

didn'tquiteregister,itdidsoundfamiliarbutI

nevergaveitmuchthought,butamonthago

whenshetoldmeaboutherfather,that'swhen

itrangabellandstartedmakingsense,Iwasso

shocked,whatkindoffuckedcoincidenceis

this"

Mom:"thismightruinyourfriendshipwithher"

Me:"notonlyfriendshipmom...awholelotmore"

Mom:"don'ttellmeyouhavefeelingsforthe



girl"

Me:"morethanthat..Iloveher...Iloveherwith

mylife"

Mom:"ohno,aninloveQuinton,thiswillbea

disaster"

Me:"butmaybeonceI'vesavedherfromthereal

enemywhicharetheJohnsons,maybejust

maybeshe'llfinditeasytoforgivemefordad's

cruelty...Maybeshe'llunderstandthatIhave

nothingtodowithitandshewon'thate

me,maybeourlovewillbestrongerthanthe

hateshehasfordad....right?Maybe..."

Mom:"Quinton....Idon'tthinkitsagoodideato

tellherthetruth,justtellheraboutwhatyou

foundontheJohnsons"

Me:"whatifshehearsthetruthfromsomeone

else,she'sgiftedmahherdadhasbeenwarning

hertostayawayfromme,althoughshe'snot

sureifitsmeherdadistalkingabout,whatifhe



tellsherthetruthbeforeIdo...thenshe'llhate

meevenmoreforhidingitfromher...thenshe

findsoutabouttheotherthingsaswell,then

she'llthinkI'mnothingdifferentfrommyfather"

Mom:"Quinton...Staycalm,shewon'thate

you,andnooneelseknowsaboutthisbesides

us"

Quinton:"shesaidsomethingabouthermother

istheonlyonewhosawherfather'skiller"

Mom:"Quinton,don'tsayawordtothatgirl,you

knowwhatjustlethergo,she'smarriedanyway

themorereasontostayawayfromher,stop

tryingtofightforhertocomebacktoyou,its

bestifyoujustletherstartanewlifewiththis

familyandkeepyourdistance,thatway,her

fatherwillstopgivingherwarnings,andshe'll

neverknowthetruth"

Me:"there'sjustoneproblem"

Mom:"what?"



Me:"Iloveher.....

Mom(interrupts):"Quin...

Me:"whichcausesanotherproblem.....Ican't

stayawayfromher...Whichthenaddsuptoa

biggerproblem....IhatetheJohnsonsandthe

dudeshe'smarriedtoandifIcan'thaveher

thentheycan'thavehertoo,she'dratherhate

me"

Shesighsandshakesherhead

Mom:"Isenseabigwarcoming"

Me:"ifthat'swhatittakes"

MyphoneringsandBUBflashesonmy

screen,asmilecreepsonmyface,Idon'tknow

whythathappensallthetime

Me:"Ihavetotakethis"

Igetoutoftheherward

Me:"bub?"



Sheremainsquiet

Me:"bub...areyouokay?"

Sheburstintoaloudcrypiercingthroughmy

heart

"She'sgoneQ...she'sgone!"

Me:"I'llberightthere"

.

.

.

.

Myapologies,Iwasverybusy,butI'mback

now
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LISA

"Lisa,pleaseopen!"

Weweresenthomeaftertheytoldusshe

passedaway,I'vebeenlockedupinmyroom,I

justwanttobealoneandneverstopcrying,

theyallwanttostopmefromcrying,howamI

supposedtodothat,Iwanttocryandcryand

crytillIrunoutoftearsforalifetime

MrsJohnsonkeepsknocking

Me(shouting):"JUSTLEAVEMEALONE!GO



AWAY!IWANTTOBEALONE!"

Icryevenlouder,Icanliterallyfeelmyheart

bleeding,Ihearherfootstepswalkingaway.

Whatishappening?WhyamIbeingpunished?

WhatdidIdo?PleaseGodjusttellmewhatI've

doneandhowtomakethingsright,Ijustwant

tolivelikeanormalteenagegirl

Anotherknockcomesthrough..Don'tthese

peopleunderstandEnglish?Whatpartofleave

mealonedon'ttheyget?Can'tagirlcryinpeace?

"Lisakhanya,celauvuleumnyango"(pleaseopen

thedoor)

ThatwasLiam'svoice

Me(defeated):"pleasejustgo,Iwanttobeleft

aloneplease"

"ButIwanttocomfortyou,pleaseletme

in,pleasestopcrying,Ican'ttakeitanymore,I

wanttoholdyou"



IshakemyheadasIsniffcryingsilently

Me(whispers):"pleasego"

AtthismomentItrustnonoftheJohnsons

MyphoneringsIpickitup

Me:"mmh"

"Ican'tcomeinIparkedafewhousesaway,can

youcomeout?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,pleasejustcomein"

"Ican'tbub,pleasecomeout"

Idon'tevenhavethestrengthforthis

Me:"okayI'lltry"

"Okay,I'llwaitouthere"

Idropthecall,Iwipemytearsandblowmy

nosethenheadout

Ipasseveryonesittinginthelounge

Mncedisistandsinfrontofme



Lee:"Babe,I'msorry,areyouokay?"

Me:"yeahI'msupper"

Lee:"sorrythatwasastupidquestion"

Me:"IwasheadingoutcanIbeexcused?"

Lee:"whereyouoffto?Youinnostateof

wonderingalone"

Me:"ifIstayinthishouseforaanothersecond

I'llbeinnostateatall,nowpleaseexcuseme,I

needfreshair,Iwon'tgofar"

Henodsthenhugsmetight

Lee:"we'llgiveyouyourspace"

Hekissesmycheek,Imakemywayoutthe

gate,IspotacarbititsnotQuinton'sitsavery

fancycaranditstheonlycartheresoIwalk

unsurelytowardsituntilQuintoncomesoutthe

car,hewalksfasttowardsmeIalsopickupthe

paceuntilI'mrunning,Ithrowmyselfathimhe

picksmeupholdingontoeachotherfordear



life,thewhippingstartsalloverasIbreakdown

intotears,hewalksbacktothecarandwegetin

thebackseat,thecarwindowsaredeem,he's

sittingnexttomeandholdingmeagainsthe's

chesthedoesn'tshushmeinstead

Quinton:"letitalloutbub...justletitallout"

Makingmecryevenmore

Me:"itwastoosoonQ....itwastoosoon"

Quinton:"Iknow.....lifeissounfair"

Me:"Iknowright!!"

Ihearhimsniff,IcrieduntilIranoutofmy

voice,mychestistoopainful,with

uncontrollablehiccupsandrunningnose,he

mademesitupandgavemefreshbottled

waterhelpingmedrinkhethanheldthetissue

formetoblowmynose,hemakesmesiton

onelapwithmybothmylegsinbetweenhis

thenlaysmeonhisshoulderwithhisarms

wrappedaroundmemakingmefeelsoooosafe



onceagainandIfeelabitbetternow,Iclose

myeyesashebrushesmyhairandback,not

sayingawordbutitfeelslikehe'ssaidalotby

justbeinghereandholdingmelikethis,myface

wasrightonhisneckbreathinginhis

hypnotisingCologne,thehiccupsarestillthere

Me:"howdidyougetheresoquick?"

Quinton:"Itookmom'sjet"

Me:"who'scaristhis?"

Quinton:"Iborrowedit"

Me:"youfeelcomfortableusingyourparent's

moneynow?"

Quinton:"onlyforreallyurgentemergencies"

Me:"buttherewasnoemergency"

Quinton:"bub,wheneverIfeelyouneedme,its

alwaysanemergency"

Me(yawns):"aaww"



IfeelmyselfgettinglighterandlighterasIdoze

off

******

MmhIfeelsocomfortableandwarmImove

around,thiscarisverycomfy,Iopenmyeyes

andnoticeI'minbed,ilookaround,thisisnot

myroomlookslikeahotel,Icheckthetimeat

thealarmthatisbesidethebedandits20:35,I

getoffthebedandwalkaround,nooneishere.

IpassabigmirroritonlynowIrealiseI'm

wearinghisshirt,Iliftitup,pantyison.

Me:"Quinton!"

Iwalktothekitchennosignofhim

Ithrowmyselfonthecouch

"Heyyouawake"

Ilookovermyshoulderandthereheis,carrying

plasticsandpaperbags

Me:"yeah"



Thatcameoutasahoarsewhisper,IthinkIlost

myvoice

Heputsthethingsonthecounter

Quinton:"wenttogetyousomefood"

Heprepareseverythingandcomestowardsme

withthefood

Quinton:"knowhowmuchyoulovenandos,got

youextrahot"

Me:"mmmh,youknowmetoowell"

Itrytoreachforachipbuthesmacksmyhand

Me:"ayibo?"

Quinton:"don'tyouknowthatbabiesarefedby

theirmommiesordaddies"

Me:"butI'mnobaby"

Quinton:"that'sexactlywhatababywouldsay"

Ilaugh,hetakesarollopensitthenstuffsin

somemeatandchips



Mymouthiswatering,Ihaven'teatenthewhole

day,Ialreadyhadmymouthwideopenashe

turnedtofaceme,helaughs

Quinton:"choochootrainiscoming....(He

stopsrightinfrontofmymouth)..uh-ohtrainis

heldupintraffic"

Me:"arghQuintonstopplaying!I'mhungry"

Helaughs

Quinton:"asknicely,likeagoodlittlegirl"

Me(angrily):"ifyoudon'tgivemethatsandwich

rightnowI'llkickyouwherethesundon't

shine..(nicelyandsmiling)..okaydaddy?"

He'seyesarewideopenandsoishismouth

Quinton:"wow"

Hefinallyfeedsme,Igrabitfromhimcause

he'stooslow,Istuffmyselfwithitandeatlike

there'snotomorrow

Quinton:"remindme,toteachourkidsmanners



atanearlyearlyagelikeveryearly....asinlike

beforetheycankickdaddywherethesundon't

shine"

Iburstintolaughter

WecarryoneatingwithQkeeponsayingstupid

funnythings,makingmelaughforamoment

thereeverythingseemsperfectandintoplace

UntilIrememberI'mmarried

Me:"where'smyphone?"

Quinton:"youdidn'tbringit"

Me:"Shit..Ihavetogo,everyonemustbe

worried"

Hefrowns

Quinton:"yeah,ofcause..(sighs)...goget

yourselfdressedbubby"

Me:"I'mnotbubby"

Quinton:"youmybubby...bub"



Me:"whatdoesthatevenmean"

Quinton:"meansmyworld"

Ithrowmyarmsaroundhisneckheholdsme

fordearlife

Me:"Iwishtoneverletgo"

Quinton:"Iwon'teverletyougo"

Westaylikethatforfiveminutes

Igetupandgochangeintomyclothes,he

drivesmeback"home"

Heparksrightbythegate

Quinton:"aftereverythinghassettled,I'lltellyou

everythingabouttheJohnsonsandthere's

somethingyoushouldknowaboutmyfather

too"

Me:"tellmenow"

Quinton:"Nobub...youneedtomournyour

grams,that'smorethanenoughstress,promise



totellyouaftereverythingokay?"

Inod

Me:"byeLovebug"

IkisshischeekthesecurityopensformeandI

makemywayin

LuckilynooneisbytheloungesoIheadtomy

room,Ihearvoicescomingfromtheoffice,I

wastoldnooneisallowedtogointhere,it

soundedliketherewasarguingsoIeavesdrop

"Thenfindawayandgetrideofthatkid!"

"DadIcan'tdothat,I'mnotaboutthatanymore"

"Bullshit,thatboywillcausealotoftroubleand

thatsthelastthingweneed...sodoasItell"

"No!No!I'mnotgoingbackthere,IloveLisa,I'm

notabouttomessitupandrepeatthesame

mistakes"

"Iseeyouthinkyouactuallyhavea

choice....howcute"



"Ihateyou!"

Iquicklyrunbacktomyroom,closethedoor

door,Itrytocatchmybreath,whatthehellwas

thatabout?Whichboyaretheytalkingabout?

Whichmistakescan'therepeat?

*DooDoo!*

Istartletothesoundofaknock,Iquicklytake

offmyclothes

Me:"ahuhmwhoisit!?"

Iwrapatowelaroundmynakedbody

"Itsmekhanya,pleaseletmein"

Iwalktowardsthedoor,Iopenthenwalkback

tothebathroom

Lee:"Wherewereyou?"

Iclosethedoorandmakemywakeinsidethe

shower,Ihearhimopenthedoor

Lee:"Itriedcallingyousomanytimesbutyour



phonekeptsendingmestraighttovoicemail"

Me:"Ileftmyphone"

Lee:"Iwasworriedsickaboutyou,wherewere

you?"

Me:"I'mherenow,andI'mfinesodon'tworry"

Lee:"pleasedon'tdisappearlikethatagain,if

somethingcouldhappentoyou....Iwouldn't

deal"

Me:"I'msorry,won'thappenagain"

Lee:"speciallywhenyouatthis

state,heartbrokenandvulnerable,thisworldis

notsafeanymore"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Hesighsheavily,Ihearthedoor,Ifinishup,wrap

mytowelandheadbacktotheroom,Ifindhim

lyingonhisbackshirtlesswithonly

sweatpants,hehashishandsbehindhishead,I

feelhiseyespiercingthroughmyskinasIlotion



mybody,Iwearmypantyandshortswiththe

towelstillwrappedaroundme,Idropthetowel

andputonthetop,Ispraymyhaircombandtie

itintoalooseponythenheadtobed,Iopenthe

coverandgetithewaslyingontopofthem

Me:"doyoumind..Iwanttogetinthecover"

Lee:"ofcause"

IsthatabonerIsee..ohhellno

HegetsupandwegetinsideIturnmybackon

him

Lee:"Lisa?"

Me:"mmh?"

Lee:"willyoueverloveme?"

MyheartskipsabeatasIturntofacehimand

situp

Me:"what?Why?...Imean..whereisthatcoming

from?"



Lee:"Imean,beforewewerearranged,wefirst

datedcausewereallylikedeachotherright?"

Me:"uhm....yeah"

Lee:"thenwehadtobreakupcausewehadto

getmarriedtopeoplewedon'tknowatthat

time....whenwebrokeup,wereyoudisappointed

orheartbroken?"

Me:"...I.Iwasdisappointedyes"

Lee:"notheartbroken?"

Me:"Iwas...yes"

Lee:"Iknowthiswasarrangedbutweren'tyoua

littlehappythatwegotbacktogether?"

Me:"Iwas...ImeanIam"

Lee:"sodoesthatmeanyouloveme?"

Me:"uhmerh...(sighs)...honestlyLiam...Idon't

know,Idon'tknowhowIfeelrightnow,there's

justsomuchgoingon,I'mnotsurewhotolove

andwhototrust..mygrandmajustpassedaway



today...Ijustneedtimetofigureoutmyfeelings

"

Lee:"Iunderstand,andI'msosorryaboutyour

grams"

Tearsthreaten

Me:"itsokay..I'llbeokay...(breakingvoice)..

She'sinabetterplacenowright?"

Lee:"ofcausesheis..awaybetterplace"

Hepullsmeintohisembrace...everything

replaysagain,notthisagain,I'mcrying

Me:"isitselfishofmeifIwanthertocome

backtothisnotsobetterplace?"

Lee:"iftherewasawayI'dbringherbackfor

you"

Me:"whoamIgoingtovisiteveryholidays,

who'sgoingtotellmethebestbedtime

stories,who'sgoingtoremindmeaboutmy

childhoodjusttoembarrassmeinfrontofmy



friends...who's..who's...

Lee:"shhhh...she'llalwaysbeherewithyou,the

betterplaceisinhere"

Hetouchesmychest

Me:"Iknow...butitssopainful"

Lee:"it'llgetbetterwithtime"

IcrytillIfallasleep

"Don'tcrymybaby,yourgrandmaisinabetter

place"

"CanIseeher?"

"Allinduetime

"daddyamIsafehere?"

"Younotsafe,there'sstillgreatdangercoming

yourway"

"Butyouboughtmehere,whywouldyousellme

tothesepeople"

"Itrustedthem,that'swhyIcan'trestlisa,Ican't



restuntilyou'resafe"

"Thisissoconfusingdad"

"Whenyoufindthetruthabouthim,forgive

him,don'thatehim,buthehastoaskfor

forgivenessfromourancestorsfirst....he'llbe

yourprotectionhereallylovesyou"

"Whodad?Mncedisi?"

"Don'tlethimgo,he'syourprotection.....thisis

thelasttimeI'mvisitingyou"

"Who?Dad..who'smyprotection?"

Hisvoicefadesagain

"DadIcan'thearyou"

"Ican'thearyou!"

*******

"Wakeup..khanya,wakeup"

IopenmyeyesandI'mmetbybrowneyes

Lee:"youokay?Youweresleeptalking"



Me:"I'mfine"

HecuddlesmeandIfallasleepimmediately

.

.

.

.
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Me(singing):"Ifoughtforyou

Thehardest

Youmademethestrongest

Sotellmeyoursecrets

Ijustcan'tstandtoseeyouleaving

......

Butheavencouldn'twaitforyou

Noheavencouldn'twaitforyou

Heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Noheavencouldn'twaitforyou

Sogoon,gohome



....

Welaughedatthedarkness

Soscaredthatwelostit

Westoodontheceilings

Youshowedmelovewasallyouneeded

.....

Heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Oh,heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Noheavencouldn'twaitforyou,you,you,you…

Noheavencouldn'twaitforyou

No!heavencouldn'twaitforyou

No!heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Ohh,heavencouldn'twaitforyou

Sogoon,gohome

Sogoon,gohome



.....

OurFather

Whoartinheaven

Hallowedbethyname

Thykingdomcome

Thywillbedone

Onearthasitinheaven

Amen

....

Theinstrumentsstopandpeoplesettledown

Me:"Godsawyougettingtiredandacurewas

nottobe

soheputhisarmsaroundyouandwhispered,

“CometoMe”

Withtearfuleyeswewatchedyou

andsawyoupassaway



andalthoughweloveyoudearly

wecouldnotmakeyoustay.

Agoldenheartstoppedbeating

hardworkinghandsatrest.

Godbrokeourheartstoprovetous

Heonlytakesthebest

Godlookedaroundhisgarden

andfoundanemptyspace.

Thenhelookeddownuponthisearth

Andsawyourtiredface.

Heputhisarmsaroundyou

Andliftedyoutorest.

God’sgardenmustbebeautiful

Heonlytakesthebest.

......

Iwipemytears



Me:"Iloveyoumakhulu,you'llalwaysbeinour

hearts..mayyoursoulrestinpeace...tillwe

meetagainmeemaw"

Ikissherboxandlayaroseonit,Igositnextto

mom

Mom:"thatwasbeautifulbaby"

Inodforcingasmile

*****

TWOWEEKSLATER

...

Thepassingofgramshasbeenveryhard,Ifind

myselfpickingupmyphonetocallherbutthen

Iremember..She'snomore.

Anywaythingsaremovingfastherealready

peoplearetalkingabouttheweddingdayturns

outinthreeweeksI'mgettingmarried

Mamlizz:"soLisawhatdoyouthinkofthisone"



Shewasshowingmeacatalogueofbeautiful

weddingdresses

Me:"itsokay"

Ireallydon'thavetheenergyforthis

Mamlizz:"justokay?ThisisHayleyPaige,the

bestweddingdesignerfromChihuahua,

Mexico"

Me:"ohthat'snice"

Mamlizz:"comeonLisa,Iknowyoustillnot

overyourgrandma'sdeath,but.....

Me:"whatdidyoujustsay?"

Mamlizz:"LisaI...

Me:"No...I'llnevergetoverit,Ilovedmygrams

shewastheonlypersoninthisworldwhomade

sacrificesforme..soI'msorryMrsJohnson..

Butyoucan'texpectmeto"getover"my

grandma'sdeath"



Igetupandleavehersittingtherebythe

dinningtable,Igochillatthebackyard,Itakea

walkaroundtheflowergarden,itsverypeaceful

here

Me:"maybethingswouldbeeasierifyouwere

around,Ijustdon'tknowwhototrust

anymore...Iwishyouwerehere"

"Whoareyoutalkingto?"

IturntobemetbyMissWorld

Me:"Noone"

Enhle:"Ialwaysknewyouwerecrazy"

Me:"really?Iguessyoudon'tknowjusthow

crazyIamsinceyoustillstandingrightnextto

me"

Enhle:"Idon'tknowwhatQuintonsawinyou...I

meanlookatyourself,youlookpatheticingly

weird"

Me:"Iknowrightapparentlymypathetic



weirdnessturnshimon,...somuch"

Shelooksatmeallirritatedpoutingherlips

Enhle:"we'llseehowlongthatwilllast,yousee

allthis...

Sheholdsherwaistandstandsconfidently

exposingherperfectstructuredbody

Enhle:"itsallhis,whathe'llwakeupnextto

everysingleday,whileyoumarriedtomy

brother...he'llmoveonwithmewherehe

belongs"

Sheflicksherhairandswaysherbigasswith

hersexylegsbacktothehouse...GoshdidIjust

complimentherbody?Wellsheishot,damn!

shecanhaveQuintonalluponthatwithaclick

ofherfinger,doesshehavetobesocute...argh

canIstopcomplimentingheralready!Dammit!

ImeanwhywouldQuintonwanttoprotectme

andbewithmewhenhecanhaveall"that"

whichistechnicallythrowingitselfonhim,what



wasI?

AcallcomesthroughIpickitupwithmydistant

mind

Me:"yes"

"That'snothowyougreetyourdaddy"

Me:"whatdoyouwantQuinton?"

"Yoh...Ihopetherestofyourdayisaspleasant

asyouare."

Asmileautomaticallycreepsonmyface

"IsthatasmileIhear?"

Howisthatevenpossible?

"Trustmeitsverypossiblebub"

Whatthefuck?IswearIsaidthatinmymind!

"Icanreaditevenoverthephone..itstooloud

bub"



Ilaugh

Me:"StopreadingmymindQ"

"Why....youscarrrredImightreadoutallthe

dirtythoughtsyouhaveaboutmeand

you..together?Inourroom?Onthebed?

Naked?....clothes.

Me(interrupts):"shutup!Justshutyourbig

mouth..andFYInonofthatisonthisverysmart

innocentmindofmine"

"That'swhatadirtymindedpersonwouldsay"

Me:"soyoujustcalledtoteaseme?"

"Notonlythat..alsotomakefunofyou"

Me:"yousochildish....boyIthinkyouneedtime

out!"

“Stoptryingtoseduceme,Iknowwhatyou’re

upto.”

Me:"whatthehelldude,itsnotevenlikethat"



"Stopit!Youliterallyundressingmeoverthe

phone!"

Me:"IamNOT!"

"StopharassingmeLisakhanyageeeeez!..I

knowI'mhotbutgirl..behave!!"

Ican'tstoplaughing

Me:"I'mcuttingthiscallrightnow!"

"Likehellyouare..don'tmakemespankyou

Missy!"

Me(laughing):"byeQuinton"

"Okayokay,here'stherealreasonIcalled"

Me:"I'mlistening"

"Iwanttotakeyououttwodaysfromtoday"

Me:"what'ssospecialabouttwodaysfrom

today?"

"don'ttellmeyouforgot?"

Me:"Forgotwhat?..OMGwhat'sgoingontwo



daysfromtoday?"

"you'llfigureitout,butIwannatakeyou

somewherefun"

Me:"I'msocuriousitsnotevenfunny"

helaughsalittle,thengoesquietabit

"Imissyou"

Me:"Quinton....Idon'tthinkweshouldbe..

"ChillLissIwasjusttellingyou,youdon'thave

tosayitback"

Me:"Qyoutheonethatsaidweshouldn't..

"IknowwhatIsaid...Ijustcan'thelpit"

Me(sighs):"Imissyoutoo"

"Youdo?"

Me:"ofcauseIdo,whywouldn'tI?"

"Idon'tknow,you'vebeendistant

lately,rememberyoupromisedtocall

everyday?"



Me:"Iremember..Itsjustalothasbeengoing

onand...

"Youdon'thavetoexplainIunderstand,aslong

asyoudoingwell"

*silence*

Me:"soyouhaven'ttoldmewhatyoufoundon

theJohnsons?"

"Overthephone?Ithinkweshouldmeet"

Me:"Ireallywon'tgetmuchtimeQ...I'mgetting

marriedinafewweeks,I'mguardedtonotgo

outmuchtillafterI'mmarried"

HesighsIcansensetheangerinhisbreathing

"Theydon'tjustshipvehiclesandaircraft....

Theyalsointodangerousweaponsincluding

bombs,drugsandhumantrafficking"

I'msoshockedIsodidn'texpectallthis

Me:"hu..humantrafficking?"



"Itsoneofthemostdiscreteones,onlythe

fathermanagesit,nonofthefamilymembers

knowaboutitincludingyourhusband"

Me:"ohmyGodQuinton,ifwecouldjustfind

proof,wecangetthemtoterminatewhatever

contracttheymadedadsignandI'dbescot

free"

"TheyverydiscreteLissitwon'tbeeasygetting

proofwithoutgoingagainstthelaw"

Me:"arrghshit!Shit!Sowhatarewegoingto

do!?"

Quinton:"honestly,atthismoment....Idon't

know,itjustseemsimpossible..Itried..itsbeen

weekssinceIknewandIstillcan'tthinkof

anything"

Me:"Ohno...okaydon'tworry,we'llfigure

somethingout"

"When?WhenLiss...whenyoualreadymarried

legally?Whenyouhavetogoforyour



honeymoon?Orbythetimey'allhavetostarta

familytogetherandhavekids?....(softly)..When

bub?"

Hiswordshitrightatthecore

Me:"Quinton,pleasedon'tsaythat"

"Itwon'tbeeasyLisa,thismighttakemonths"

Me:"havealittlefaithwouldyou"

"Ican'tbelievethatmnceguyofyoursis

clear,he'snotinvolvedintheillegaldealingsat

all"

Me:"youmeanhe'sgood?"

"Notreally,hehasabaddatinghistory"

Me:"really?How'dyouknowthat?"

"WellIdon'thaveaccurateinformationbut...

Me:"Quinton...comeon,thisisnotimeforyour

resentfulsuspicions"

"Okaybutthereissomethingnotgoodabout



him,andI'llfindout...he'stoogoodtobetrue"

Me:"Ihavetogo"

"AmIboringyoualready?"

Me:"Noofcausenot,youcanneverboreme"

"Idon'tknow,IthinkI'mimaginingthingsbut

you'vebeenreallydistantlately,ourtextareno

morethesame,there'snomoreeffortputinto

them,ourconversationsareshorter,whenIsayI

loveyou,itseitheryoujustsaymetooorwarn

menottosayitbecauseofsomethingIsaidwe

shouldn'tdowhenIwasstillheartbrokenabout

youmovingoutandgoingtostaywithanother

man....IfeellikeI'mloosingyou"

Me:"younot...itsjusteveryoneisstressingme

aboutweddingdressesandfittingssendingme

upanddownforcaketasting,venuesitesandall

that,Iguessmymindhasjustbeendistracted"

"Youmeanyoudon'tevengetfiveminutesto

callandjustsayhi?"



He'stoneisdown

Me(whispers):"Quinton"

"(Sadtone)Itsokay..Igetit....(sighs)...anyway

remembertheimportantthingaboutmydadI

wantedtotellyouabout?"

Me:"yeah,I'msurenowistherighttimetotell

me"

"Thiscandefinitelynotbesaidoverthephone,

canwemeet?Whenyoufree?"

Me:"uhmmIdon'tthinkI'llbefreeanytime

soon,MamLizzhasthesebunchof

appointmentsbookedformeand...

"Iunderstandyoubusy,canyouatleasttryto

squeezemeinyourbusyschedule,Ireallywon't

takemuchofyourtimenotevenfiveminutesI

swear"

He'smakingmesoundlikesuchabitchright

now,Ididn'taskforanyofthis



Me:"I'lltrytomaketimeforyou,Ipromi....

"Ahahpleasedon'tsaythatword....youreally

havetostopsayingthatword,..itsonlyfor

peoplewhocanactuallykeepuptoitandfulfill

it....sofaryouhaven'tkeptuptoanyofyour

promises,pleasedon'teverpromiseme

anythinginyourlifeagainokay?"

Me(breakingvoice):"Quinton...I..Pleasejust...

"pleasejustwhatLisakhanya?Pleasejustwhat?

Justbelieveyou?Justkeepmylifeonstand

stillandwaitforthedayyou'llactuallymakeup

yourdamnmindwhetheryouloveyourhusband

orme?Pleasejustwhat?....tellyouwhat

LisakhanyaI'llkeepwaitingbuttrustmeitwon't

belongsoyoubettermakeupyourmind..but

justknow,whateverchoiceyoumake,youandI

cannevereverbejustfriendseveragain,I've

beenthroughthatanditwasn'teasy,wedon't

havetokeepintouchanymore,Iseeyouvery

comfortablethereandjustsoyouknow..you've



changedLisa....justcallmewhenyougettime

sowecanmeet,Ireallyhavetogetthisoffmy

chest...bye"

Me:"Quinton,don'tbelikethis.....Quinton?"

Icheckmyphoneandhedroppedthecall,what

thehelljusthappened?

Me(crying):"haveIreallychanged?"

"Forthebetterifyouaskme"

Iwipemytearsandturntolookathim

Me:"ohheyLiam"

Lee:"areyoucrying?"

HecomestowardsmeIturnmybackonhim

andwipemyfaceproperly

Me:"No..noI'mnot..it'sjustsomethingthatgot

inmyeye"

Heholdsmefrombehind

Lee:"youdon'texpectmetobelievethatnowdo



you?",

Heturnsmearoundtofacehimthenholdsme

againsthim

Lee:"yourlipsissayingsomethingtotally

differenttowhatyoureyesaretellingmeand

thefactthatIjustheardyoucry"

Me(chuckles):"arghitsnothingreally"

Lee:"Iknowyouweretalkingtothatnogoodfor

nothingfriendboyfriendofyours"

Me:"don'tcallhimthat"

Lee:"why?Heisagoodfornothinglowlifeofa

gangstergoodfornothingmurderdad"

Imovehishandsfromme

Me:"stop..hedidn'tchoosetobebornbya

ruthlessman"

Lee:"Iwonderwillyoustillbedefendinghim

onceyoufindoutwhatMrPrettyfaceloving

boyfriendhasbeenhidingfromyouallthis



time"

Me:"I'msurewhateveritis,itwon'tbeyourplace

totellme"

Lee:"Ithinkitiscausetrustmehe'snot

planningontellingyouthisever...causeyou

won'teverlookathimthesamewayagain"

Me:"whatareyoutalkingabout?Quinton

doesn'tkeepsecretesfromme"

Helaughssarcastically

Lee:"wowbabe,youtrusthimthatmuch?"

Me:"yes"

*silence*

Lee:"hashetoldyouaboutyourfather'skiller?"

Me:"what?..Wh...wh...whywouldheknow

anythingaboutthat?..IImeanbesidesthe

thingsI'vetoldhim"

Lee:"looksliketomeyoudon'tknowhimthe



wayyouthinkyoudo"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Lee:"He'sfathercoldbloodedlymurderedyour

fathersixyearsago"

Ilookathimperplexedmylipsaremovingbut

nothingiscomingout

Me(whispers):"What??"

Lee:"I'msosorryyouhadtofindoutlikethis"

Heembracesme

Me:"what¿?"

.

.

.

.
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LISA

Me:"whatmakesyouthinkI'llbelievewhatyou

tellingme?I'veknownQuintonforaverylong

timenow,hecan'tevenlietome,he'dratherhurt

mewiththetruththanprotectmewithlies"

Lee:"wowyousowrappedaroundthisguyslittle



finger,he'dpointyouwithagunrightnowyou'd

stillprotecthim"

Me:"sorrybutIfindithardtobelieveyou"

Lee:"whydon'tyoucallhimnowandaskhim

yourself....rightnow"

Ilookdeepintohiseyeshelooksbackatme

Hetakesmyphonefrommypocketandhands

ittome

Lee:"callhim"

Itakethephonefromhishandreluctantly

Lee:"Iwouldneverlietoyou"

Iputthephoneonmyearashisphonerings,we

lookateachother

"Bub"

Me:"Q...howareyou?"

Helaughs

"ComeonIjustcalledyouafewminutes



ago..butIdon'tblameyou,ifIwereyouI'dmiss

metoo"

Hecan'tevenstaymadatme

Me:"Quinton,Ineedtoaskyousomething"

"Yeahsure"

Me:"whatisitthatyouneededtotellmeabout

yourdad?"

"Lisa,Itoldyouwecan'tdiscussitoverthe

phone"

Me:"Quintonjusttellme"

"IreallywanttobenexttoyouwhenItellyou"

Me:"isitbad?"

"Yeahitsbad"

Me:"oh...okaythenlet'smeetlatertonight"

Liamclearshisthroat

"I'minJo'burg,canyoumakeittomorrow"



Me:"itsstillearly..youcanmakeitbeforenight

fall"

"(Sighs)..okay,guessI'llhavetoborrowmom's

jetagain,I'llseeyouintwohours....promiseme

onething"

Me:"Ithoughtyouneverwantmetopromise

youanythinginyourlifeagain?"

"Oh...nevermind..seeyou"

Me:"yeah"

Westayonthelineforawhilewithoutsayinga

word,untilIdrop

Lee:"and?"

Me:"ohmygosh...Ithinkthisiswhathewanted

totellme"

Lee:"whyisheonlyplanningontellingyou

now?"

Me:"howdidyouknowaboutthis?"



Helookssidewaysbeforelookingbackatme

Me:"youhackedhisprofiledidn'tyou?"

Lee:"IdidwhatIhadto,Ican'tletyoubearound

peoplelikehim,lookhesayshelovesyou,but

he'sbeenlivingaliewithyouactinglikeheis

poor,makingyoustarveformonthsmakingyou

payforrentyetheclaimstobehelpingyou

out,heneverreallydoneanythingforyouspecial,

yeshegaveyouaplacetostaybutyoudid

everythingforyourself,ifhecanlietoyour

abouthischildhoodandbackgroundofhow

andwherehegrewup,howmanyanotherthings

canhelietoyouabout?He'snotthepersonyou

thinkheiskhanya,.......youhavetobelieveme

I'mjusttryingtoprotectyoubabe"

"Don'tlethimgo,he'syourprotection.....thisis

thelasttimeI'mvisitingyou"...coulditbehim?

Couldliambetheproctordadwastalkingabout?

MaybeIshouldstayawayfromQuinton,he's

fatherkilledmydad,heobviouslywantedthe



diamonds(gasps)that'swhyQuintonwants

themtoo,ohmyGoshhowcouldIhavebeenso

blind

Me:"Ican'tbelievethis.......youright"

Hesmilealittle

Lee:"Iwouldneverletyouputyourlifein

jeopardy...gotalktohim,findoutthetruththen

cutalltieswithhim,hedon'tdeserveyourlove

andkindheart,thenmostimportantlyifitseems

likeyoudon'tblamehimforwhathisfatherdid

thatmaybehe'snothinglikehisdad,askhim

abouthisdad'sbusiness...Who'srunningitnow?

Whocallstheshots?"

Hekissesmyforehead

Lee:"I'llbewaitingforyou,waitingtoshoweryou

withloveandprotectionyousodeserve"

Hewalksaway

DearGodIpraythatnonofthisaboutQuinton



istrue,he'snothinglikehisfathernothing!

IgobackinsidethehousetomyroomwhereI

freshenup

AfterwardsItakeoutmylaptopandtrytoshift

myfocusbacktoschool,somuchhasbeen

goingoninmylifeandIstillhavetwo

assignmentstosubmitbothonlyleftwithone

week,Iswearifmygradesdon'tdropit'llbeby

God'sgrace,mygradeshaveneverdroppedI'm

anAplusstudentanddroppingtoaBwouldBe

averyBigdisaster.

I'vemissedoutonclasses

AknockcomesthroughwhileI'mburiedinmy

textbooks

Me:"comein!"

Thandomakesherwayin

Me:"ohMncedisiisnotinhere,Ithinkhe'sinthe

officeandLethuwenttocampustoday,said



somethingaboutstudying"

ShesitsonthebedwhileIwasbythedressing

tablewhereI'mworking

Ilookbackather

Thando:"I'mactuallyhereforyou"

Me:"oh?"

Thando:"yeah"

Igetupandgositnexttoher

Me:"what'sup?...waitifthisisaboutLethu

spendingmoretimewithmeI'vetried...

Thando:"nonoitsnotaboutthat"

Me(sighs):"oh..okay"

Thando:"Ijustwantedtoapologize"

Tf!

Me:"uhm..okay"

Thando:"I'vebeenrudetoyousinceyougot



here,IguessIwasjealousofhoweveryone

lovesyou,Ifeltlikeyoutookthespotlightfrom

me,everythinghadbeenaboutyou,Lethuis

alwaystalkingaboutyouorwithyou,Momis

busytryingtoimpressyou,Mybigbrotreatsyou

sospecialnotmeanymore,evenEnhle....

Me:"waitwait..enhlelikesme?"

Thando:"No...butthewayshehatesyou,she's

nomorethecoolsisterwhousedtogiveme

tipsongirlyandboyfriendstuff,noshe'sso

busytryingtobebetterthanyou..Ijustfeltlike

I'mloosingmyfamilytoyou,evenSnakhoused

toloveplayingwithmebutwhenyouhereshe

ignoresmeflat"

Yohthisissad,Ifeelsobad

Me:"I'msosorrythando,Ihadnoideathat's

howyoufelt"

Thando:"itsnotyourfaultIrealisedthatyou

neveraskedtobehereyoudon'tevenwantto



beHerrcauseallthiswasarrangedforyou,you

neverhadachoice,youinlovewithsomeone

elseyetyouforcedtolovemybrother.....I'm

reallysorryforaddingsaltonyouwounds"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit,itstotallyfine.....as

longaswecangetalongfromnowon"

Thando:"I'dlovethat...andLisa"

Me:"yes"

Thando:"yousobeautiful"

Me(chuckles):"ohplease,withtheseeyebags"

Shelaughs

Thando:"that'sonlybecauseyou'vebeencrying,

itmust'vebeensopainfulloosingyourgrams"

Me:"itwasbutI'mgladshe'snomoresuffering

"

Thando:"yeah...areyouwhiteorblack?"

Me:"I'mblack"



Thando:"thenhowcomeyourhairislikethat

causeyounotwearingaweave"

Me:"mydadwascolouredbutmostlyhadwhite

genes,IguessItookmydadsgenes"

Thando:"wow...wishIhadthosegenes"

Me:"Girlplease,haveyouseenhowhotyouare?

Youarerockingnatural"

Sheblushes

Thando:"thanks"

Me(smiles):....

Thando:"Lisamybrotherreallylovesyou"

myenergydropsagain

Thando:"I'veneverseenhimlikethisever

since....

shetrailsoff

Me:"sincewhat?"

Thando:"Iprobablyshouldn'tbetellingyouthis"



Me:"No,pleasefeelfreetotellme,it'llbeour

littlesecret...onethingaboutbeingalawyeris

beinggoodatkeepingsecrets"

shesighs

Thando:"there'sthisgirlmybrotherwasmadly

inlovewithonce"

Me:"yeah..and?"

Thando:"shebetrayedhimbadly"

Me:"Ohmy..shecheated?"

Thando:"andworse,shebetrayedmybrothers

trust"

Me:"whatdidshedo?"

sheshrugshershoulders

Thando:"butmybrother......

Myphoneringsdisturbingus

Me:"sorryletmetakethis"

Thando:"okay,I'llgotomyroom"



ShewalksoutandIanswer

"I'mhere,shouldIcomepickyouup?"

Me:"No,let'smeetintownnearbaywestmall"

"OkayI'llseeyouthere"

Idropthecall

Idressupanddecidetobefullyblackfromjean

toshirt,everything.

Iaskedthefamilychauffeurtodriveme,sinceI

don'thavealicenseyet

WedecidedtomeetattheMuserestaurant

Igotthere,stoodbythedoorandlookedaround,

hestoodupandthat'swhenIspottedhim

Oureyeslocked,mybodyfrozeforafew

secondsandmyheartbeataccelerated,apart

ofmewantedtorunuptohimandjumponhim

asalways,asIwalkedcloserIsawhewanted



tocomeuptomeandpickmeup,that'show

wealwaysdowhenweseeeachotheraftera

while,hefinallygotupandcamerushing

towardsme,Icouldn'thelpmyselftoo,our

bodiesclashedasIjumponhimhepicksmeup

andspinsmearound,Igiggle...almostbumping

intopeoplestables,heputsmedownnextto

theboothhewassittingin,hestaresintomy

eyeshegetscloserwantingakissittooka

wholelotinmetopushhimback,heletmego

andsatattheoppositesideofme,wefirstsat

thereandnoonesaidawordforaminuteor

two

Hesighsheavily

Quinton:"so....Howareyou?"

Thisisthethirdtimewetalkingtoeachotherin

oneday..andhowareyou..isthefirstthinghe

cansay

Me:"I'mfineandyou"



Quinton:"I'mgood...wouldyouliketoorder

anything?"

Me:"noI'mgood..yougoahead"

Quinton:"I'mgoodtoo"

Waitress:"canIgetyouthemenu?"

Quinton:"Nothankswegood"

Me:"justaglassofwaterwouldbenicefornow"

Quinton:"makethattwo,withlotsofice"

Shenods

Waitress:"yousurethat'llbeallsir?Wehave

lotsofdeliciousthingsonthemenutotreat

yourgirlwith"

Quintonlooksupather,hercheeksturnredas

shesmiles

Quinton:"Nothankyoumiss,I'dratherletmy

girldecideforherself,andshesaysshewants

waterthenitswatershe'llget"



Waitress:"wellyourgirlmustbereallylucky"

Isthisgirlforreal?Isthispartofherjob?

Flirting?

Me:"wewereinthemiddleofaveryserious

conversationifyoudon'tmind?"

Waitress:"ohI'msosorry,twoglassesofcold

watercomingrightup"

ShelooksatQuintononcemoreheflashesa

smileatherandwinks,shegigglesandwalks

away,whatthefuck?Ihatehowhealwayslet's

thesegirlsflirtwithhim,thenhealwaysgives

themthatheartmeltingsidesmileofhisnx

Me:"mxm"

Quinton:"what'swrongbub?"

Me:"nothing"

Quinton:"thatcan'tbenothing"

Theworstparthenevernoticeswhenagirlhas

beenflirtingwithhimuntilshegiveshimher



number

Me:"thatgirlwastotallyflirtingwithyou"

Quinton:"Noshewasn't,she

"wasjustbeingnice"wesayinunison

Me:"youalwayssaythat...Iknowshewas

flirting"

Quinton:"sowhatifshewasflirting?Itsnotlike

I'llevergetwithher,I'mherewithyouaren'tI?"

Iremainquiet

Quinton(smirks):"arewegettingjealousbub?"

Me:"Me?Jealous?Ofyou?(Laughs)..inyour

dreamsmaybe"

Quinton:"ohcomeonitsclearlyevidentallover

you,don'tworrybub,myheartbeatsforyou

alone"

Myheartmelts

Me:"Quinton?"



Quinton:"oh..right..therealreasonwehere"

Hereadmymindagain,Ishouldn'tthinkalot

whenI'maroundhim,itsdangeroushe'llexpose

mythoughts

Inod

Quinton:"Isenseyoualreadyknow?"

Ilookathimforawhile...Inod

Quinton:"thatbasturd,thisiswhatIwasafraid

of,findingoutfromsomeoneelse....hehadno

righttotellyou"

Helooksangryanddisgusted

Me:"Justpleasetellmeitsnottrue,tellme

somethingelseaboutyourfather,notwhathe

toldme"

Quinton:"bub.....

Herubshiseyes

Quinton:"myfatherdidkillyourfather,yourdad



usedtoworkformydadhewashisrighthand

man,myfathertrustedhimalotwitheverything,

heplacedhimunderthemostexclusivepartof

thebusinesswhichwasthediamondbusiness,

yourdadusedtocollectdiamondsfrom

overseasandbringthemtodad,butlittledidhe

knowthatyourfatherwasnotbringingthe

diamondsinfullhe'dtakesomeforhimself

littlebylittle,untilonetimedadnoticedhe

foundoutitwashimandcameafterhim,killed

himwithoutthinkingtwice"

Idon'tknowhowIfeelrightnowbutshattered

wouldbeanunderstatement

Quinton:"Iwasn'tpartofthatshootingthat

day,Iswear"

Me:"whydidyouhidethisfromme?"

Quinton:"IwasScaredLiss..Iwasafraidof

loosingyou,Iwasafraidthatyou'dhatemefor

whathappenedbetweenyourfatherandI....



Me:"soallthistimeIthoughtyouwerehelping

me,itwasallbecauseofguilt?Youfeltguilty

forwhatyourfatherputmethrough?Youdidn't

takecareofmeoutofyourowngoodwill,you

werejustdoingitbecause....

Heshakeshisheadcontinuously

Quinton:"Nonono....itsnotevencloseto

anythinglikethatLisa..whenIfirstmetyou,it

reallywasmyfirsttimeknowingyou,Isaved

youthatdaycauseyoureallywereintrouble,I

gaveyouaplacetostaycauseIreallydidwant

tohelpyou,Iknewnothingthattime,younever

toldmeaboutyourfatherandIneverknewthat

ourfather'shaveahistory,yesIknewabout

yourfatheralongtimeago,butIdidn'tknowhe

wasyourfatheruntilrecentlywhenyoutoldme

aboutyourfatherwhenweweregoingtobe

pretendingtobeacoupleforyourgrams,that's

theonlytimeIknew,andeversincethenI've

beenmeaningtotellyouthetruth,butIhad



alreadyfellinlovewithyoudeeplyandIwas

afraid,Ithoughtitwouldruineverything.....

RememberIkeptaskingyourandomweird

Questionsaboutwhatifyouknewyourdads

killer?

Inod

Quinton:"yousaid,you'dhateeverythingthatis

his,anythingthatresembleshimyou'dhate,you

saidyou'dhurthischildjustsohecantakeit

forhisfathersincehisdead....wellallthose

wordsyousaidscaredtheshitoutofme,Ieven

becamemorescaredtotellyou..butrecently

I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouthat'swhyduring

thesepastfewweeksI'vebeenaskingyouto

maketimeformecauseIhavefallendeepfor

youandIcouldn'tkeepittomyselfanymore"

Ishakemyheadwithtearsrunningdownmy

eyes

Me:"whyQuinton?Whydoesithavetobeyour



father?"

Quinton:"thisdoesn'thavetochangeanything

Lisa,wecanstillfighttobetogether"

Me:"No..nowecan't....Whydidyoulietome

aboutyourbackground?Ifyouknewnothing

aboutmefromthebeginning...howcomeyou

liedtomeaboutyourbackground,aboutyour

childhood?Whydoyouwantthediamonds?Are

youcontinuingyourfather'squestonfinding

them?Areyouprotectingmeorthediamonds?

Yousaidyourfathertaughtyouverywellon

howtodealwiththeenemy....Ihavebeenyour

enemythiswholetime,yousavedmylifemore

thanonce,youmademetrustyou,youmademe

tobecomefullyhonestwithyouabout

everythingaboutmyselfsomethingIdon't

usuallydo...worstofall,youmademefallmadly

inlovewithyou.,..Allbecauseyouwereplotting

yournextbigmissionwhichwasgettingback

whatyourfathersodesperatelyneeded...the



diamonds...Itssosadcauseyousodamngood

atthis"

Quinton:"Lisa,youreadingthiswholething

wrong..youhavetobelieveme,I'mnothinglike

myfather,I...Lisa.Ijust...I..

Hesniffsandlooksawayfromme

Me:"younotthepersonIthoughtyou

were....everythingaboutyouisalie,Idon'tknow

ifIcanevertrustyou"

Iclosemyeyesandmoretearscomerushing

out

Me:"you'veneverbeenfullyhonestwithme

fromthebeginning.....Whatelseareyouhiding

fromme?"

Quinton:"nothing.....Lisa,please,youhaveto

believeme,Ionlyknewaboutthisafeemonths



ago,andI'vebeenmeaningtotellyou,Ireally

have..IloveyouLisa,Ireallytrulyloveyou,I've

neverinmylifepretendedtoloveyou,eventhe

timewewerepretendingforyourgrams,Iknow

thatwewerebothnotpretendingweactually

gotachancetoexpressourloveforeach

other,Imighthaveliedtoyouaboutmy

backgroundbutthat'sbecauseIhateditbutI

eventuallycameoutandtoldyouthetruth,I

evenwenttoshowyouwhereIgrewupandI

toldyouthetruthandwhyIliedaboutit,Ialso

wantedtotellyouaboutwhatmyfatherdidthat

daybutIcouldn't..ButbelievemewhenI

say,everythingthathasbeengoingonBetween

youandIhasbeentrue,thegoingout,the

laughter,thecaring,thelove,thecomforting,the

support,thefuntimes,thesadtimes,the

chemistry,allthememories...allthatwaspure

andtrue,allthatwasyouandI....IsweartoGod

LisaIhavedonenothingbutprotectandlove

youandthatisallI'llbedoingforaslongasI



live,whetheryoubelievemeornot"

Me:"whorunsyourfather'sbusinesses?"

Hekeepquietandlooksatmeallovermyface

asifhewishesIneveraskedhimthat

Me:"whoQuinton?Whorunsyourfather'sdirty

businesses?"

Hebreathsout

Quinton:"Aidan,myolderbrotherandClydemy

youngerbrother"

Me:"isthatall?...it'dbebetterifyoujusttellme

thetruthnow"

Quinton:"theydoaskmetotakecareofsome

things...butLisayouhavetounder.....

Me:"itsokayQuinton,youareyourfather's

son...andIcanneverchangethat"

Quinton:"I'msorryLisa"

Me:"I'msorrytooQuinton"



Quinton:"pleasebelieveme,Iwouldneverhurt

youintentionally,ifanythingLisaIloveyou

morethanIlovemyself,probablyevenmore

thanyouloveyourself...I'ddieforyou,thatI

promiseyou"

Thefactthathenevermakesemptypromises

givesmenodoubtthathemeansit

Me:"wecanneverbetogetherQuinton"

Quinton:"Pleasedon'tsaythat"

Me:"itstrue...everytimewetrysomething

out,somethingbadalwayshappens,nowI

understandwhymyfatheralwayshauntsme

whenI'mwithyou,heknewyouarethesonof

hiskillerandnothinggoodwillevercomeoutof

usbeingtogether....Ithinksitsbestwego

separateways"

Quinton:"please...Idon'twantustogoseparate

ways"

Isniffandwipemytearsthatarefalling



uncontrollably

Me:"wewerenevermeanttobeQuinton,we'll

neverworkout,itstimewegetoutofourlittle

fantasyworldandfacethereality....Ourloveis

forbidden"

Quinton:"don'tgiveupnow...please..I'm

beggingyou...Bub"

Me(crying):"goodbyeQ"

Tearsfinallyescapehiseyes

Quinton:"No..thiscan'tbeit..please..please

don'tleaveme....he'smanipulatedyouLisa..I'm

notthebadguyhere,Iknowitmaylooklikeit

nowbutIswear...howmanytimesdoIhaveto

sayIloveyouforyoutobelieveme?"

Ican'ttakethisanymore,Istandup,Ishakemy

headandturntoleave

"ILOVEYOU!ILOVEYOUILOVEYOUILOVE

YOU!....COMEBACK!ILOVEYOU!!!!!"



HewasshoutingandbangingthetabletillIwas

outsidetherestaurant..

Igotinthecarandthedriverdroveaway......I

brokedownimmediately,Ican'tbelieveallthat

justhappened....Ilosthim.IhopeImadethe

rightdecision..YesLisayoumadetheright

decision,despitethewayitfeelslike,butthisis

howthingsshouldbe.

QUINTON

Iburiedmyfaceinmyhands,she'sgone,what

I'vebeenafraidwouldhappenallthistimehas



actuallyhappened,IknowI'vedonebadto

manypeoplebutifthisiskarma...thenthey

wereright..she'sabitchindeed...fuckI'venever

feltthismuchpaininmylife.Can'tbelieveshe

justmademeshoutthosethreewordsinpublic

outLoud,thatI'vealwaystoldmyselfI'llnever

saythemtoanygirlwhocomesintomylifeand

saystheyloveme,yetwithheritsliketheyjust

slipoutwhenevershelooksatmewiththose

bigprettyeyes...fuckthisshitispainful.

Ijustsittherethinkingabouteverythingwe've

beenthroughtryingtomakemyselfbelievethat

itsallover

"Excusemesir"

Ilookupandit'sthewaitress

Me:"Yeah?"

Her:"itslateandwe'llbeclosinginafew"

Icheckmyphoneandits23:30pm



Inodmyheadshesmilesandwalksaway.

Itcan'tbeover,they'dhavetokillmefirst,I'm

notstayingawayfromher

SomeoneouttherewhetheritstheJohnsonsor

notisafterher..

Maybeshe'sstillmadaboutthismaybeshe

needstimetocalmdownandprocess

everything,maybe,then,she'llcomearound...but

Ican'tprotectherifwedon'tworktogether,I'll

waitforhertocalmdownthenI'lltrycontacting

her,hopefullyshedidn'tmeanallthosewords

shejustsaid,Icannevermoveon,howdoIeven

moveonwithoutherI'mfailingtoevenmove

offthischair"GoodbyeQ"thatjustkeeps

replayingonmymind...Thiscan'tbegoodbye,

there'sstillsomuchIwantedtodo,maybeshe's

reallyfallenforthatguy,maybeIshouldjust

stayaway,maybehe'lldoabetterjobinmaking

herhappythanIevercould,aftereverythingI've

doneforher,shestilldoubtsme,apartofmeis



reallymadanddisappointedinher......itsfineI'll

tryabitharder,butifshecontinuestopushme

awaylikethis...I'lllethergo,causeitcutsreally

deepwhenshedoesthat

"Sir,weclosednow"

Me:"ofcause,sorry"

Igrabmyphoneandcarkeysthenheadout

[07/28,22:59]W:Insert27

LISA



Me:"youwereright,everythingyoutoldme

abouthimwastrue"

Lee:"comehere"

Iwalkclosertohimheholdsmeandrubsmy

backmakingmecryevenmore

Lee:"hehastopayformakingyoucrylike

this....Lisayouhavetostayawayfromthat

guy,he'sbadnews...asyourhusband,Ican't

allowpeoplelikethattocommunicatewithyou

orbeclosetoyouanyhow,I'mgonnadobyall

meanstoprotectyoubecauseIloveyou,okay?"

Inodhemovemefromhischestandmakes

melookathim

Lee:"promisemeyouwon'ttalktohimorlet

himclosetoyoueveragain?"



Me:......

Lee:"Promise?"

Me:"I..I..Ipromise"

Hetakesmyphone

Lee:"we'llstartbygettingridofthispatternon

yourphone"

Idrawthepatternthengotosettingstoremove

it

Lee:"nowgotohisnumber"

Idoashesays

Lee:"deleteandblockit"

Ilookathimhe'sserious..Idoashesays

Lee:"evenifhecallsyouwithadifferentnumber

you'lldeleteandblockitokay?"

Inod

Lee:"fromnowon..I'myourman..youlistento

me"



Inod

Lee:"IonlywanttoshowyouhowaQueenlike

youissupposedtobetreated...Iloveyou

khanyaandI'dhateforanythingbadhappento

youallbecauseofsomeoneIcould've

protectedyoufrom,agangster....youdeserve

waymorethanthat"

Me:"pleasestop...stop,nobodyisperfect

okay,nowIdidwhatyouwantedmetodo,Icut

tieswithQuin...(sniffs)..Quinton...I'llnowfocus

onus,likehowyoualwayswanted...nowifyou'd

excuseme,I'mtiredandIneedtosleep"

Itakeoffmyshoes,withoutchangingmy

clothesItuckmyselfandclosemyeyes..who

amIkidding,Ican'tfallasleepwiththispainful

chest

""Whenyoufindthetruthabouthim,forgive

him,don'thatehim,buthehastoaskfor

forgivenessfromourancestorsfirst....he'llbe



yourprotectionhereallylovesyou"

IreallyhopeyouweretalkingaboutMncedisi

otherwiseIhavemadethebiggestmistakeof

mylife,Iregretmydecisionalready,Ilove

Quinton,whetherhe'sthebadguyornot,its

painfulithadtoendthisway

*TwoDayslater*

I'mwokenupbymyphone,itsaprivate

number,IhateprivatenumbersIpickitupbut

don'tspeak

"HappyBirthday"

Me:"Quinton!?"

"Pleasedon'thangup"

IlookaroundandMncedisiisnotaround,Ican

smellhisColognewhichmeansheleftfor

class,webackinJo'burg

"LookIknowhemadeyoublockmynumber,so

I'llbeirritatingyouwiththisoneuntilhefinds



outthenI'lluseanotherone,butIwon'tstop

communicatingwithyou"

Me:"Quinton....

"(Singing)onceayearwecelebratewithstupid

hatsandplasticplates.......thefactthatyou

wereabletomakethetriparoundthesun

(gasps)andthewholeplangathersroundand

giftsandlaughterdoabound......weletouta

joyfulsoundandsingthatstupidsong!(Igiggle

softly)HappyBirthday,nowyouroneyearolder.

HappyBirthday,yourlifestillisn'tover.Happy

Birthday,youdidnotaccomplishmuch.Butyou

didn'tdiethisyeariguessthat'sgoodenough.

.......Soletsdrinktoyourfadinghealth,and

hopeyoudon'tremindyourselfyourchanceof

findingfameandwealthdecreasewithevery

year.Doseitfeellikeyourdoinglaps,and

eatingfoodandtakingnaps,andhopingthat

someday,perhaps,yourlifewillholdsome

cheer.



HappyBirthday,whathaveyoudonethat

matters?HappyBirthday,yourstartingtoget

fatter.HappyBirthday,it'sdownhillfromnowon.

Trynottoremindyourselfyourbestyearsare

allgone......

Ifcryogenicswereallfreethenyoucouldlive

likeWaltDisneyandliveforalleternityinsidea

blockofice.Butinsteadyourtimeissetthisis

theonlylifeyouget,andthoughithasen't

endedyetsometimesyouwishitMIGHT!......(I

burstintolaughter,Ican'tholditinanymorehe

soundssogunnywithhisstupidvoice)......(I

startsingingalong)

Him&I:HappyBirthday,youwishyouhadmore

money.HappyBirthday,yourlifessosadit's

funny.HappyBirthday,howmuchmorecanyou

take?Butyourfriendsarehungrysojustcutthe

stupidcake.HappyBirthday,HappyBirthday,

"HappyBirthday,Dear....."



Everysincewesawthissongonyoutube,he

practiseditandmadesurehemakesfunofme

infrontofourfriendssingingthatsadfunny

song

Ifeeltearsthreatening

Me:"ThankyouQ,itmeansalot"

"ItriedcallingyouatmidnightbutIrealizedyou

blockedmynumber,I'msurealotofpeople

havebeatmetobeingthefirstonetowishyou

happybirthday"

Me:"actually,youtheonlyonesofar...so

no...youthefirstone"

"Youmeannoonewokeyouupwithbreakfast

inbed?Orirritatedyouinthemiddleofthenight

tillyouwokeup?...Ihadsuchagoodprank

plannedforthisday"

Myheartsinks

Me(whispers):"Quinton....



"Lisaplease....Iwantyou..Ineedyousobad"

Me:"Quinton...

"IknowI'vedonebadthingsandmypastisnot

perfect,I'vehurtalotofpeople,butLisathis

punishmentistoomuch..

Me:"Quinton....

"I'lldoanythingforyoutoforgiveme,anything

Lisapleasegivemeanotherchance.....

Me:Quinton....

"I'llgiveupanythingplease,Ineedyouinmy

life,weneedeachother,stoppushingme

away....PleasemyBub....I.

Me:"Quinton!Stop!....youshouldn'thavecalled,

stopmakingthishardthanitalreadyis,juststay

away"

"Youdon'tunderstandLisa..Youaremylife,I

can'tstayaway...

Ihatetohavetousethiscardbuthe'sforcing



me

Me:"I'mgettingmarriedQuinton,youhaveto

startrespectingthat,I'llbesomebody'swife

soonsopleasedon'tcallmeanddon'tevertry

tocontactmeeveragain.....Ididn'twantto

havetousethisbutyoupushedme"

"Wow,Ican'tbelieveyoujustsaidthat..allfor

someonewhodidn'tevenrememberyour

birthday....LisakhanyaI'mgivingyouonelast

chancetochangeyourmindcauseallthese

wordsyouusingtopushmeaway,theyare

hurtingmewaymorethanyouthink...youusing

the"yougettingmarried"cardcauseyouso

badlywantmeaway....Iwantyoujustasbad

butyoudon'tseemeusing"aftereverythingI've

doneforyouwhenyouhadnoone"cardcause

thatwouldbeverylowofme.....okayfine...Just

saythisandI'llneverbotheryouagain..

Me:"saywhat?"



"Quinton,youtheworstthingthathasever

happenedtome,stayawayfromme,Iwishwe

nevercrosspathsagain,IloveMncedisi.....I

don'tloveyouandwhatwehadisoverfor

good!"

Ishecrazynonofthosethingsaretrue!Can't

hejustunderstandthatnomatterhowmuchI

lovehimwecanneverbe

Me:"youknowIcan'tsaythat"

"Thenyoucanforgetaboutmestayingaway

fromyou"

IfhecontinueslikethisMncedisimightcome

afterhimandhe'llhurthimorworsekillhim,The

realreasonIwantQuintontostayawayfrom

me,isbecauseoftheconversationIheardtheir

otherdaybetweenLiamandhisdad,theywant

tokillQuinton,andaslongasI'mwithhim,they

mightkillhim,I'dratherhavehimfarawayfrom

methanhavehimdead



Isigh

Me:"Quinton,you...youtheworstthingthathas

everhappenedtome......stayawayfromme...(a

teardropsfrommyeye)....I..Iwishwe...never

crosspathsagain!...(breakingvoice)...IIlove...I

loveMncedisi....Idon't..(Sniffs)..Idon'tlove.

...(cryingloud)...Idon'tloveyou!!Ahhh!...what

wehadisover.....(comesoutasasob)..For

good!"

*silence*

"I'msorry"

Me:"whatfor?"

"ForalotofthingsLiss....I'msorryforloving

yousogoddamnmuch!"

Me:"don'tbesorryQ..

"(Cryingvoice)Justlistenokay!"

Me:"okay"

"I'msorryformissingyou....forwantingtosee



youeverysingledaycausewhenyounotwith

meIfeelincomplete....I'msorryforalways

thinkingaboutyoubeforegoingtosleep....For

feelingupsetifIdon'tseeyou....forwantingto

bebyyourside..I'msorryforwantingtomake

youhappy...forwantingyoutobepartofmy

life....fortryingtomakeyousmile....I'msosorry

forbotheringyou....fordreamingaboutyou

everyday....sorryforgettingmad,jealousand

sad....I'msorryforalwayswantingtoprotect

youeventhoughyouabiggirlwhodoesn'tneed

tobeprotected...fordisrespectingyourperfect

marriage....sorryforthinkingwecould'vehad

somethingspecialmostofallforthinkingyou

Lovedme...sorryforannoyingyouwithmy

messagesandcalls....I'msorryforcaringabout

you...I'mjustsorryforevermistakeImade...I'm

sorryLisa.....Iwon'teverbotheryouagain..I

promise...(sobs)..GoodbyeBUB"

Hedropsthecall



I'mnowcryingmylungsout

Me:"Quinton!!No!..comeback!"

Ispendmywholedayinthehousecryingand

eatingallthejunkthingsMncedisilovesbuying

mostlyicecreamandchipsandchocolates,I

watchedsadmovies...I'minthemiddleofthis

sadmovie'blueValentine'wherethecharacters

cryIcrywiththem..acallcomesthrough,Ihope

itsQuinton..ItakeitmyheartdropswhenIsee

yonela....Ihaven'ttalkedtohereversincethat

daysheconfessedherfeelingandcameout

abouthersexualityI'msuchabadfriend

Me:"Hello"

"Happybirthdaytoyouhappybirthdaytoyou

happybirthdaydaydearLisa!Happybirthday

daytoyouuuuu.,...hiphip..Hooray!Hiphip

hooray!"

Webothlaugh,butmylaughturnintoacry

"Heeyybirthdaygirl...what'swrong?"



Me:"mylifeisamessYonela!"

"WhereareyouI'llberightthere"

Me:"I'matLiam'sapartment"

"I'monmywaywithjunk"

Me:"NoIalreadygotplentyofthat"

"FinethenI'monmywaywithbooze"

Ichuckle

Me:"Iguessthatwouldbethebestwayto

celebratemyeighteenthbirthday"

"Okay,pleasedon'tkillyourselfI'llbethereina

few"

Me:"I'lltrynotto"

Shedropsthecall,Icontinuewatchingthe

movie,afterafewminutesacallcomesthrough

Itsthehousephone,Ireluctantlygopickitup

Me:"yes"

"Sorrytodisturbyoumiss,bitthere'saladyby



thenameofyonelaheretoseeyou?"

Me:"sendherup"

Idropthecallandscrawlbackonthecoucha

knockcomesthrough

Me:"comein!"

Shebudgesinlookingbeautifulasever,itslike

she'sbecomemoretomboyisheversince..you

know..

Yonela:"heygirl!..comeonyoujustgoingtosit

there?"

SheopensherarmsforahugIgetupandwe

hug,shesmellssofreshandnicewhileIonthe

otherhandsmelllikebedandfurniture

Wesitdown

Yonela:"I'msorryabouttheother....

Me:"Nonoplease,I'mtiredofI'msorriesforone

day....youdon'thavetoapologize,Iunderstand,

I'mtheonewhoissorryforreactingthewayI



did,youmybestfriend,Ishould'vetalkedtoyou

properlyandsupportyouforfinallycoming

out..Iactedlikeabitch...pleaseforgiveme?"

Yonela:"youforgiven"

Wehugagain

Yonela:"nowthatwebacktogether...tellme

everythingthathasbeengoingon"

Isigh

Inarratethewholestorytoher,she'snowin

tears

Yonela:"areyousurewiththedecisionyou

made,doyouthinkitstheoneyourfather

wantedyoutomake"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"Ireallydon'tknowanymore,Ifoundoutthe

truthaboutboththeseguys....Idon'tknow

whichonemydadwastellingmenottohate

onceIknowthetruth,theybothalwaystelling



metheywanttoprotectme,theybothlove

me...sodad'swordswerenotspecific

enough,theyleftmeconfused,oneminutehe's

tellingmetorunawayfromQuintonthenext

he'stellingmehedoesn'ttrustthe

Johnsons...soreallyI'mconfused...whatwould

youhavedone?"

Yonela:"becomelesbian"

Weburstintolaughter

Yonela:"I'mkidding,butthisisreallyconfusing

andheartbreakingandsofrustratingcause

boththeseguysaresuperhot,atleastit

would'vebeeneasierifoneofthemwassuper

duperugly....I'msorryIknowI'mnothelping

here"

Me:"that'sokay..maybeyourightmaybebeing

gayistheanswer"

Welaughagain

Yonela:"you'dmakeabeautifulgirlfriendtoa



beautifulgirl"

Shesmilesatme

Me:"damngirlstophittingonmeyoh!"

Welaugh

Yonela:"let'sgetdrunkshallwe"

Me:"please!"

Shepourssomedrinksandwedrinkwhile

playingmusicanddancing,Iwasbusytwerking

withyonelaspankingmethenshestarts

twerkingherassagainstmine

"Oohhhhwhaaaaattt....twerkgirlshakeitshake

it"

Thatwasyonelashouting,wearesowasted

Wenowdancingtoslowmusicholdingeach

otherherarmsaroundmywaistwhilemine

aroundherneck

Yonela:"youagooddancer"



Shewhispersrightonmyface

Me:"youtoo"

Yonela:"Ihopeyouenjoyedyourbirthday"

Me:"youthebest"

SuddenlythemusicstopsIturntolookwhat

happenedandLiamisstandingtherelooking

pissed

Me:"Baby!"

Lee:"what'sgoingonhere?Theplaceisa

mess!?"

Me:"whysoloud?"

Yonela:"Iwasonmywayout"

Lee:"bye"

Yonela:"bye"

Shekissesmycheekthenheadsout

Weremainsilentaftershehasleft



Lee:"whatthehellLisa!Suchamess?"

Istumbletowardshim

Me:"I'msorrybabe..Ididn'tmeanto"

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhiswaist

Lee:"youwasted...Itsinthemiddleoftheweek

Lisa"

Me:"Iwasn'tplanningtobutitjusthappened"

Ilaymyheadonhischest

Lee:"don'tgivemethatadorablebabyvoice...

Thisisunacceptable"

Hesayswrappinghisarmsaroundme

Lee:"wait...isitsomeone'sbirthday?"

Me:"why"

Hemovesmeawayandgoestowardsthetable

whereheseestheballoonyonelacamewith

andacard

Helooksatmeafterreadingit



Lee:"Lisa...I...Ididn'tknow....I'msosorry"

Me:"whatfor?"

Lee:"Ididn'twishyouhappybirthday,ittotally

slippedmymind,somuchhas...

Me:"relaxbabe...youdon'thavetoexplain,I

evenforgotitwasmybirthdaytodayuntil.....(I

pauseasIalmostspilledQuinton's

name)...,untilyonelashowedup"

Hecomestowardsme

Lee:"let'sgoout,Iwanttotreatyou"

Me:"I'mnotgoinganywherewithyouthisdrunk"

Lee:"I'mnotdrunk"

Ilaugh

Me:"Imeantme"

Lee:"Iknowitslatebuthappybirthday"

Me:"thankyou...itsbetterthanbelated"

HesmasheshislipsonmineIkisshimbackhe



picksmeupandweheadtotheroomwhilehe

takesoffmyclothes,heputsmedown,we

takingoffeachothersclothes..Ikepttryingto

stophimbuthedoesn'tlisten,hepicksmeup

againonhisnakedbody,heputmedownand

breaksthekiss,Iopenmyeyesandrealisewein

theshower?

Me:"whatsgoingon?"

Lee:"birthdaygirlneedsawash"

Me(gasps):"areyousayingIstink?"

Helaughs

Lee:"yourwordsnotmine....butseriously,you

drunk,wecan'thavesexwhileyounotinyour

sobermind...andbesidesIwantustowaittill

wemarried"

Me:"itsnotlikeIwantedyounowanyway"

Irollmyeyesandturnmybackagainhim.He

laughsatmethenIfeelhislipskissingmy



shoulder,Iheartheshowerdoorcloseandhe

wasgone

******

THREEWEEKSLATER

Everythinghasbeengoingwellsofar,Liamhas

beennothingbutsweettome,helovestaking

metotheseexpensiveplaces,Itoldhimhe

shouldn'tbuthedoesn'tlistentome,hebuys

meexpensivegiftsdespitethefactthatIdon't

wanthimspendingsomuchmoneyonmebut

hedoesn'tlisten,hesaysI'mhiswomanand

he'llspoilmehoweverhewantstospoilme,so

I'vegivenupinfightingwithhim,hewentasfar

astransferringhalfamillionrandinmyaccount,

Istillhaven'ttouchedthatmoney,hesayshe's

makingupforforgettingmybirthdaybutthisis

toomuch!

Ihaven'theardfromQuintoneversincemy

birthday,itbreaksmyheart,Ididn'tthinkhe'd



reallygiveuponme,Imisshimsomuch,nota

daygoesbywithoutthinkingaboutunblocking

hisnumber...I'mgettingmarriedtoday,Ineverin

mylifeimaginedmyselfgettingmarried,Inever

wantedto..butIalwaystoldmyselfifIdoOne

daygetmarriedthenthatguywouldhavereally

sweptmeoffmyfeet,itwouldbesomeoneI

loveunconditionallynotjustanykindoflovebut

thekindwhereI'devendiefortheperson..the

kindIsharedwithQuinton...Atearescapesmy

eye,Ifeelsomeonewipeme

Lethu:"girlyouwillruinyourmakeup..lookhow

beautifulyouare",

Welookingintothisbigmirror,I'mreadytogo

downtheisle

Lethu:"areyouready?"

HellNo!

Me:"yes.."



Shesmilesthenweheadout,momwasnot

happywithmydecisionbutshedoesn't

understandwhyImadethedecisionsI

made,oneofmyuncleswalkmedowntheisle,

Liamhasthebiggestsmileonhisface

Thepastormakesusrepeatafterhimaswe

saysvows,Icouldn'tprepareanything,he's

alwaysbusysohedidn'tprepareanythingas

well

Pastor:"Iknowpronounceyouhusbandand

wife,youmaykissthebride"

Weshareashortkissandthesmallcrowd

applauded,Ilookatthecrowdsmiling....My

smiledisappearsasIseeQuinton,oureyes

lock,IshouthisnameandalleyesonmeIlook

atLiamhelooksveryangry

Ireallywanttogoafterhimuntilmyeyesmeet

MrJohnson'sthreateningeyesIstopmyself,...I

seetwostrongmenquicklymakingtheirway



out..NotheygoingtokillQuinton,Ihaveto

followthem!

IattempttowalkbutLiamholdsmyhand

tightlyhurtingmeintheprocess,Ilookathim

withpleadingeyesheshakeshisheadabit

whilesmilingkeepingapolitelookforthe

people....Igivein,hepullsmeforanotherkiss

thecrowdululates....

*BHAABHAABHAA*

gunshotsgooffeveryonescreamandgoes

downIattempttorunforthedoor

"QUINTOOOOOON!!!!!!!"

*BHAABHAABHAA*

Istartrunningwhensomeoneholdsmeback

Lee:"StaydownLisa!You'llgetkilled!"

Hemakesmegodownandholdsmeashe

protectsmefromthehavocgoingon

Iburstintotear



"NooooQuinton!!TheykilledMyQuinton!!!!

Aaahhhhsomebody!!!!!

Please.,...Quintoooooooooon!!!!!!"

Ibreakdown

Moregunshotsgooff

Igetoffhisgripandmakearunforit

"QUINTON!!!"

somebodyholdsmeblockingmeandgetmeto

godown

"Please,Ineedtohelphim...please..letmego!!!!

aahhhhhhMyQUINTON!"

[07/28,22:59]W:Insert28



LISA

TWOMONTHSLATER

°°°°°°°

Ihaven'theardanythingaboutQuintonsince

thedayofthewedding,Icalledhismother,but

shedoesn'tknowwhereheis,shehatesmeshe

can'tevenhideitevenCandrahatesme,Ibet

thewholefamilyhatesmeincludingQuinton

whereverheis,IhateLiamIhatehimwithmyall

IhatealltheJohnsonseventheinnocent

ones...forallIknowtheykilledQuintonandhis



hisbodyprobablythrewhiminthesea,Ican't

livewithouthim,Ineedhim.Liamisvery

demandingitshiswayornoway,itslikehe

stoppedcaringabouthowIfeel,heusedtotell

mehe'llneverchangethewayIdressbutguess

what?Hedid,Inowhavemyownspecial

designerandI'mnotallowedtowearshort

thingsifitsshortitmustbejustabovethe

knee,likewhatthehellisthat?I'msickandtired

ofhimtellingmewhattodo,I'mtooyoungfor

this,todayI'mwearingmyshortsandlong

tee,itshotashell!

Hedidn'tevenwaitformetogetready,hetold

metocallanubercausehehasanearlyclass

andapparentlyI'mtooslow,itslikesomedays

helovesmesomuchandotherdayshe'sjust

tiredofme,wehaven'thadsexyet,thank

goodnessalthoughhelikesturningmeonthen

leavesmehanging,itslikehe'sscaredtodoit

withme,butIcouldn'tcarelessI'mjustworking



ongettingincriminatingevidenceonthem,geta

lawyerandgetmyselfoutofthismess,Ifound

outthatAfterLiam'sexgirlfriendbetrayedhim

afteraweekshedisappearedfromthefaceof

earth,theysaysheranawaybutIdon'tbuythat

story.Idon'tthinkI'llmakeitoutofthis

marriagealive.IwishIhadneverpushed

Quintonaway,Iknewtheyweregoingtokillhim

butIwishIstayedwithhimregardlessatleast

wewould'vediedtogether,I'vebeennothingbut

acurseinthatman'slife,IpraytoGodwherever

heisheissafeandalive,ifIfindouthe'sdeadI

swearI'llcommitsuicidecauseifitwasn'tfor

meHewouldn'tbeinthismess,Ican'teven

concentrateinschoolnotonlydidmygrades

dropbuttheywentallthewaydowntoaC,its

sodepressing,IwishIwasalsokilledthenight

mydadwaskilled,thatwayIwouldn'tbesucha

burdentopeople'slives.

Icallanuberandittakesmetocampus



ItryashardasIcantoconcentratebutIcan't

itsasifI'mnotevenexisting

Yonela:"I'mreallygettingtiredofthis"

Me:....

Yonela:"whenlastdidyousmileorlaugh,come

onLisaatleasttrytomoveon"

Me:"How?"

Yonela:"properly...Idon'tknowbutpleaseI

needtheoldyouback"

Me:"howyonela?HowamIsupposedtomove

onwhentheonlymanthathaseverlovedme

hasdisappearedfromthefaceofearth,Idon't

knowwhetherhe'sdeadoralive,howamI

supposedtomoveonwheneveryonehas

turnedtheirbacksonme,myinlawsseemto

notlikemeanymore,Quinton'sfamilyhatesmy

guts,mymomhardlyevertalkstome,my

husbandischangingonme,IhatemyselfandI

feellikedying..Sotellme....howamIsupposed



tomoveon?"

Shelooksatmewithpity

Yonela:"aawwyoupoorthing,yougoingthrough

somuch,yousoyoungthisisjusttoomuchfor

you....youstillgotme,I'llalwaysbeherefor

you,theycanallhateyou,justknowthatIlove

you,I'llalwaysloveyou..sowhenyouthinkyou

deservetodiecauseyoudon'tmatterjust

rememberthatyoumeanalottomeandI'dbe

devastatedifanythingcouldeverhappento

you"

ShehugsmeIcrysilently

Afterclassesitwastimetogohome,Iwaited

forLiamwhereIusedtowaitforQuinton,apart

ofmealwayshopesthathewilljustcome

speedinghiscarjusttoparkinfrontofmethen

revsittogettheattention

"Sothateveryoneseesthesexymachinethat

fetchesyou"sohesays



Ichuckle

I'vebeenwaitingforhours,Iguesshe'snot

pickingmeup,Icallanuber

IaskedittodropmeatQuinton'sapartment

thatusedtobeours

HedropsmeoffIaskhimtowaitformehe

agreed

Imakemywaytothehouse

Iknockbutnooneanswers...oohhyeahIstill

havethekeys,Ijustwanttocheckitoutmaybe

he'sinhere,maybehe'sbeenlayinglow,Iknow

he'sstillalive,ifhe'sdeadIthinkIwould'vefeltit

Imakemywayinside

Me:"Quinton!"

Iopenthefridgeandmemoriescomegushing

back..tearsstreamdownmyface....lookslike

everythingisoffinthisfridge.Icloseitand

continuelookingaround,Igotomyoldbedroom



whichgramsusedtouse,nothinghas

changed,everythingisstillthesame,Igotoour

bedroom,itssoneat..Isitattheedgeofthebed

Inoticeaphotoalbum,Itakeitanditdecorated

sonicelyontheoutsideIholdmymouthwhenI

noticewhatitsay"HAPPY18thBIRTHDAYBUB"

Iopenitslowly..Thefirstpicturewasofthe

firstdaywemet,itsofmecoveringmyface,I

rememberhowshyIwasaroundhimthatday,I

wasalsoabitscaredofhim,hetookapicture

thentoldmethathewantstoremindme

somedaywhenIgetusedtohimhowshyIused

tobe.

Iturnthepagesmostofthesepicturesareof

stolenmoments,Ididn'tevennoticeheusedto

takesomaypictureofme...Icomeacrossthis

oneandIimmediatelyburstintotears,itsa

pictureofmesleepingandhe'skissingmy

foreheadithasacaptionthatreads

"Whenyoufallasleepeverynight,Icaǹt!



Thoughtsaboutyoudoǹtletmesleep!My

secretisout..yes,Iwatchyousleep

everytime,youjustsoirresistiblybeautiful,IlOVE

YOUBUB...haha..Irememberhowyousaidyou

loveitwhenIsay

that,wellI'llsayitfortherestofmylife"

IcloseitandhugittightasIbreakdown

Me(crying):"Imadethebiggestmistakeofmy

lifeforlettingyougo,IthoughtIwasdoingthe

rightthing,IswearIthoughtIwasprotecting

youfrommycursedlife,Ithoughtyourlifewill

bemucheasierwithoutme,IthoughtIwas

liftingupaburdenoffyourshoulders....looks

like...Ithoughtwrong!"

Ithrowmybackonthebed

Quinton(inspirationalvoice):"NoIneedyouto

believeit,tonightthecityisours"

Me(unsure):"tonightthecityisours?"



Quinton:"louderandbelieveinyourself!"

Me(louder):"Tonightthecityisours!!!"

Ishouted

.......

Me(talkingtomyself):"dopeopleevenbuy

theseridiculouslyexpensivethings"

Quinton:"everyday"

Hestartledme

Me:"Iforgotyouwerehere"

Quinton:"Iseeyoulikethatone"

Ilookatitoncemore

Me:"naahdiamondsarenotmything"

Quinton:"yeahright..diamondsarebestfriends

withgirls...waitisitgirlsarefriendsof

diamonds,friendshipisinbetweenthegirland

diamonds....Whatever..Butyeahthesayinghas

girlsanddiamondsandfriendsinit"



I'mlaughingmygutsout

Me:"its...adiamondisagirl'sbestfriend"

Quinton(laughing):"yeahyeah....sowhatwas

thepointofthisconversationagain?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

......

Quinton:"youcanrunright?"

Me:"yeah,why?"

Hepullsmeandwewalktowardsthedoor

Me(whisper):"Qwehavetopay"

Heshushesmewegetoutofthestorethenthe

alarmgoesoff

HestartsrunningIfirsthesitate

Me:"Quinton!..Wait..no..what..yoh"

IsawsecuritycomingImadearunforit

followingQuintonIranasfastandfarasmy

legscouldtakeme



Security:"stop!Stop!"

.....

IjumponQuinton'sbackforapiggyridebutwe

bothfallflat

Me(laughing):"ooouuuch"

Quinton:"whatthehellwereyoutrying?"

Me:"IwantedyoutocarrymetobedI'mtiredof

stumbling"

Welaughandhelpeachotherup,hepiggyride

metotheroombutheadstohisroominstead,

wefallonthebed

Quinton:"whatanight!"

Me:"wereallypaintedthecityred"

Quinton;"we'llbepaintingitorangeinjail

sometime"

Weburstoutlaughing

*****



OhQuinton!

whereareyoulovebug?

Iweaklygetuptothesittingroom,Ifindmy

teddybearonthecouchandallmyfavorite

moviesthatIusedtoforcehimwatchwithme

wereonthetable,IswitchontheTVlookslike

he'sbeenwatchingthem,ohGodIreallybroke

hisheart,I'msoevil!Ican'ttakethisanymore,I

switchofftheTVtakemybirthdaygiftalbum

andheadout

TheuberwasstilltheretomysurprisebutIhad

topayhimalot

Hedropsmeoffatthehotel

Iunlockthedoorandgetin,Ifirsthidethe

albuminmypurse,I'mattackedwithahugasI

enter

Lee:"Lisa..Iwasworriedsickaboutyou"

Ipishhimaway



Me:"Iwaitedforhoursyoudidn'tshowup"

Lee:"IknowI'msorry,Iforgottotellyoutotake

anuber,Iwascaughtup"

Me:"that'syourexcuse?Caughtupwithwhat?"

Lee:"Ihadimportantbusinesstotakecareof

babe...I'mreallysorryIdidn'tthinkitwould've

tookthatlong"

Me(sighs):"I'mtired...I'mgonnagorest"

Lee:"amIforgiven?"

Me:"yeahsure"

Hestopsme

Lee:"pleasetalktomelikeyouinterested"

Me:"youareforgivenMncedisi..Iforgiveyou"

Lee:"youstoppedcallingmeLee?"

Me:"Ididn'tthinkitmattered"

Lee:"what'supwithyou?Wherewereyouand

whyhaveyoubeencrying?"



Me:"youleftmeatschoolremember?Iwas

cryingcauseIgotscared"

Hepullsmeintohischest,hiscoldchest,he

holdsmetight,Ishiver,Ifeellikehe'llsqueeze

thelifeoutofme,Idon'tknowwhyI'msosacred

ofhim,hisembracedoesn'tmakemefeelsafe

atallitmakesmefreezeinfearinstead..

Somethingisnotrightwithhim,hismood

swingsarescaryonmomenthismadthenext

hishappy...Ithinkhehasbipolar,that'sway

ThandowarnedmetobecarefulhowItreat

him,duringtheweekbeforewegotmarried,I

didn'tputmuchthoughtintothatuntilrecently

Lee:"Iloveyou....I'msorryforleavingyouthere

alone"

Heliftsmychinandkissesme

Lee:"tonightI'llmakeloveto"

Me:"Lee..I'mnotready"

Lee:"comeonI'vebeenpatientenough"



Hepicksmeupandheadsupstairs,heplaces

meonthebed

Me:"Liamplease,Iwantittobespecial,canwe

waitabit"

Lee:"Khanya..please...Ineedyou,Ican'ttakeit

anymore,itsbeenreallyhardresistingyou"

Me:"pleasejustalittlebitlonger"

Hefrowns

Lee:"areyouavirgin?"

Ishakemyheadslowly

Lee:"thendon'tyouthinkthreemonthsismore

thanenoughpatience....(getsinbetweenmy

legs)...pleasebeautiful,Ipromiseyou'llloveit"

HekissesmebeforeIcouldsayanything

Hetakesoffourclothes,IwishIcould

disappear,I'mreallynotinthemoodforthis

speciallytoday



Hestops

Lee:"pleasedon'tbefreakedoutbythisokay?"

OhGodhehasthevirus!

Me:"what?"

Hegetsupandcomesbackwithasmallbox

Me:"what'sinthere?"

Lee:"promiseyouwon'tbefreakedout?"

Me:"uhm..justtellme"

Hetakesoutcuffs,anarmbinderandother

bondageequipment,myeyesopenwide

Me:"whatthehell?"

Lee:"it'llbefunIpromise...trustme,Iwon'thurt

you"

..

..

[07/28,22:59]W:continuation



MNCEDISI

I'vebeenreallynervousforthisday,that'swhy

I'vebeenavoidinghavingsexwithhercauseof

mypreposteroussexualdesires,Iwasscared

thatI'dhurtherorshe'llfinditscaryandleave

me,soIwaitedforustogetmarriedandusedto



eachother,thatwayshecan'tleave

me,althoughthatdoesn'tmeanIwanttohurt

her,butIknowitwon'tbeeasyforhertoleave

me,I'mnosexaddictbutwhenIgetturnedonI

getkindawildwhichcouldbedangerous,I'm

notbipolar,Ihaveanobsessionlovedisorder,so

theysaybutIdon'tbelievethat,Ineverforce

someonetoloveme,yesInevergaveupin

gettingLisabutI'veneverforcedherIalways

gaveherachoice,Ireallydoloveher,fromthe

veryfirstdayImether.IknewIwasarrangedto

getmarriedbutIneverknewitwouldbeher,I

wasshockedwhenIfoundout,dadnevertold

metherealreasonbehindthiswholearranged

marriageish.

Me:"youhavetotrustmeLisa"

Lisa:"Lee....Idon'tknowaboutthis"

Me:"Iwon'thurtyoubabe"

Shelooksatmewithfearalloverhernaked



body

Lisa:"I'veneverdoneanythinglikethisbefore"

Me:"Ipromiseyou..you'lllikeit,youseethisis

whyI'vebeenavoidingsexwithyoucauseIwas

scaredofhurtingyou"

Sheremainsquietjustlookingatme,Igiveher

awarmsmile,Igetinbetweenherlegsandkiss

hersoftlips,ourlipstwirlandthekissdeepensI

massageherbreastsshemoanssoftlythe

pushesmeandpullsout

Lisa:"pleasedon'thurtme"

Me:"Iwouldn'tdreamofdoingthat"

IPeckherlipsIgogetthecuffs,Itakeherhand

andkissit

Me:"we'llstartwiththeeasyonesfornowsince

youstillnewatthis"

Shemakesthatconfusedcutefacewithherbig

greeneyesalloutasshenodsunsurely.



Ilockthecuffaroundherwristagainstthe

headboardofthebedwhichhasspacesin

betweensoitseasyformetocuffher,Itake

herotherhandIkissitsoftlybeforecuffingitas

wellherhandswerenowlockedupand

useless,Igentlyspreadherlegs,Itakearope,I

wrapittightlyroundherankle

"Aah"

Me:"sorry"

Itieittooneofthefouruprightpiecesofwood

ateachcornerofabed,Ialsotieherother

leg,shetriestomovebitshe'sstuck

Lisa:"Liam,Idon'tfeelcomfortablewiththis"

Me:"I'llloosentheropesabit?"

Lisa:"No,Ijustdon'tlikethiswholething,canwe

pleasenotdoit"

IignoreherIrunmyhandsalloverherbodyasI

getontopofher



Me:"I'llbegentle,Iwouldneverhurtyou

khanya,speciallynotthisway,ifIgettoorough

oryouwantmetoslowdown,shoutChicago....if

youwantmetokeepgoingshoutyellow...And

ifyouwantmetostopshoutTibet..okay??"

ShenodsIkisshermyhandsslidetoher

punaniIrubitsoftly,shestartbreathingheavy,I

insertmyindexfingeralittleshemoans,Ikeep

pushingitinandout,she'snowsoakingwet,I

leaveherlipsandkissherneckhersoftmoans

makememoreharderbytheminute,Iinserttwo

fingershegasps,Imovethemgently,Igo

deeperandputinmythirdfingershescreams

"Tibet"

Istop

Me:"painful?"

ShenodsIcarryonwithtwofingerIstart

movingthemfastershetensesup,hermoans

gettinglouder



"Chicago!"

Islowdown

Me:"yousee....thoseareyoursafewords,you

justletmedoasIpleasewithyou,ifyoudon't

likeityouuseyoursafewords..isthatmore

comfortablewithyou?"

Shenods,goshshelookssobeautifuland

innocentwhichfulfilsmoretomydesires,Igo

downinherandsuckherjuices,Iplaywithmy

tongueonherclitshermoansfillupthewhole

roomasIfuckherwithmytongue

"Aahyellow"

Shelikesthat....Igetbacktoherlipswekiss

morehungrier,shekeepstryingtomoveher

hands,probablywantstotouchme

Me:"staystillbaby,yougoingtohurtyourself"

Irubmyselfonher

Lisa:"wait!"



Icarryonandinsertmydickinsideher

Lisa:"wait....aahh..Tibet!"

Istop

Me:"youonlyusethesafewordsIgaveyounot

anyotherwordcauseIwon'thearit,okay?"

Shenods

Me:"nowwhydidyoudisturb?"

Lisa:"canwepleaseuseacondom,itsbeena

whilesinceItooktheshot"

Me:"what'swrongwithmakingbabies?"

Lisa:"haaaLee...I'mnotreadyforthat,I'mstill

tooyoung,Ihaveschooltofinish"

Me:"I'llgetyouthemorningpillthen"

Lisa:"that'snottheonlyreasonforcondom"

Me(chuckles):"I'mnotinfected,Idon'thave

STDsI'mclean"

Ithrustinherwithoutwarningshescreams



whichturnsintomoansasImoveinand

out...myadrenalinaccelerates,thethrilltakes

overmeasIincreasethepace,Iclosemyeyes

asIenjoythepleasuresthiswomanis

flourishingouttome,IloosemyselfIgodeeper

anddeeperinher

"Ooohhyeeahhfuckfuckfuckfuckfuck!!!..fuck

yousotight!!"

AfterawhileIreleaseinsideher

Iopenmyeyesandthat'swhenInoticeshe's

crying,Iremovemyhandfromherneck,she

coughs,Ididn'trealiseIwasstranglingher

Whydidn'tshesayanything?

Me:"Lisa...

Lisa(crying):"untiemeplease"

Igetoffherandunlockthecuffs,herwristwere

redandtheycutherbadly,Iuntieherlegsthe

ropewaswaytighterthanwhenIputit



Me:"Lisa..whydidn'tyousaythesafewords?"

Sheburstintotears

Lisa:"Idid!!IshoutedTibetahundredtimesbut

youdidn'tstop!!Idid!"

Shit,Iwasafraidthismighthappen

Igotothebathroomandrunherwaterinthe

tub

Ipickherupandputherinsidethebathtub

Me:"I'msosorrysweetheart,Idon'tknowwhat

gotoverme,thathasneverhappenedtome

before"

Shewasjustcrying

Lisa:"youstrangledmeLiam,youalmostkilled

me"

Me:"I'msosorrybabe,Ididn'tmeanto,Ireally

didn'tdoitonpurpose"

Lisa:"yousaidyouwouldn'thurtme.....youdid!"



Itrytohelpherbathe

Lisa:"justleavemealonepleaseIcanbathe

myself"

Me:"Ireallyamsorrykhanya"

Sheignoremeassheattendstoherhurtwrists

Iwalkout,Icalldad

"Son"

Me:"heydad,howdoyoudo?

"Ohyouknowsameold,justbusy,how'syou?"

Me:"I'mcool"

"Youdon'tsoundcool...how'smydaughterin

law"

Me(sighs):"she'sokayIguess"

"Ohno...didyoujusthavesexwithher?"

Me:"yeah"

"Andyouwentallcrazyonher?"



Me:"yeah"

"HowmanytimesdoIhavetotellyou..youneed

tostopwithyoufiftyshadesofgreyshit...did

youhurther?"

Me:"yeahshe'shurt,IthoughtIcouldcontrolit"

"Youneverlistendoyou,youbetterdoallyou

cantomakeherfeelbetterandtrustyouagain,

causeyoucan'taffordtoloosethatone"

Me:"ifsheleavesyoucanalwaysarrange

anothergirl?"

"NO!ThatGirlisveryimportant!Youlooseher

youlooseyourlife,youhearme?"

Me:"why?Whyisshesoimportant,shenoteven

fromarichfamily"

"Youwouldn'tunderstand,youjustcontrolyour

emotions,don'tscareheroff"

Me:"ButdadI'minlovewithher....youknow

whathappenedthelasttimeIwasinlove"



"Gofortherapytrytocontrolyourself"

Me:"doyouhaveanythingon...uhmtheO'Brien

son?"

"I'vebeentryingtofindhimsearchedleftright

andcentre,it'slikehedisappearedfromtheface

ofearth,nowheretobefound"

Me:"youneedtofindhimdad,andgetridofhim

forgood,Lisaisstillcrazyinlovewithhim,do

youknowhowmanytimesshe'scalled

me..(whispers)..Quinton?...Itotallylooseit

whenshedoesthatandittakesawholelotin

menottohurther"

"Keepitthatway,justdoeverythingyoucanto

keepherhappy,showerherwithgiftsandlotsof

moneygirlslovemoney,traveltheworld,distract

her"

Me:"that'sagoodidea..Traveltheworld,shell

definitelylovethat"

"Ohmyson..Ifeelsorrythatyouactuallylove



thisgirl"

Me:"why?"

"Nothing...Iwishyouweren'tthisattached,you

neverknowinthiscruelworldifsomething

weretohappentoher...."

Me:"don'tsaythat.Nothingwillhappento

her..I'llprotecther..noonewilltouchher"

"ofcause....Ihavebusinesstogetbackto"

Me:"yeahsure.....bye"

IgobacktotheroomIfindherfastasleepIsit

attheedgeofthebedandlookather....she

deservesbetter....andIhavetobethatbetter..I

brushherhair

Me:"Noonewilltakeyouawayfrommenow

beautiful...Youaremine,youbelongtome,it

wouldn'tbesuchabadideaifwejuststarta

familyofourownrightaway...Imeanwhatare

wewaitingfor?..



Inoticeapinkbookunderherpillow,that's

showingabit,Islipitoutitsays"HAPPY18th

BIRTHDAYBUB"Iopenitanditsawholelotta

picturesofherandthatniggarQuinton,my

bloodboils,Itakeitandthrowitinthebin,Itake

thebinoutsideandamatchIlititupinfire...

Me:"ItsoverbetweenyouandherBuddy,She's

mygirlnow,Mine!!Noonewilltakeheraway

fromme...She'lllearntolovemeandmealone

justgivehersometime...You'llsee,she'lllove

me...shehasto!"

Rangefillsmeup,Iwanthisblood,Iwanttokill

himwithmyownbarehand,LISAKHANYAIS

MINE!

....

[07/28,23:00]W:Insert29



LISA

Iopenmyheavyeyes,allthepainfromlastnight

comesback,mybodyissoreashell,Ithinkhe

rippedmypunaniapart,itsstillburning.Ireach

myhandunderthepillow,Igetupandremove

thepillow,stillnothing,IswearIplacedithere

lastnight,IforcemyweakpainfulbodyupasI

takeoffthebedsheetsandeverything,Iliftthe

mattressupbutitsnotthere,Iopenmy



purse,nothing!

Me:"OhmyGod!WheredidIputit?"

Ilimpallovertheroomlookingforit,Ifeeltears

threaten,ohhIcan'tfindit,Ifeelmyheartache..I

waslookingatitjustyesterday,wherecouldit

be!!

Isayashortprayer

Me:"DearGodpleasehelpmefindit..Amen"

Iturntheroomupsidedown

"Lookingforsomething?"

Istartle,Iturnslowlytolookathim,he'sleaning

onthedoorframewithaquestioninglookon

hisface

Me:"uhm...Imisplacedsomething"

Lee:"whatisit...Icanhelpyoulookforit?"

Me:"Noitfineitsnotthatimportantanyway"

Lee:"areyousure?Youturnedthewholeroom



upsidedown..Itmustbeimportant"

Me:"itsjustabook...I'lllookforitlater,letmego

getready",

Lee:"oh..I'lltellyouifIseeabooklyingaround

somewherethen"

Me(fakesmiles):"Thanks"

Lee:"Idon'tthinkyoushouldgotocampus

today....youstillinpain"

Me:"Noitsfine..Idon'twannaentertainit,the

moreIignoreitthequickerit'llheal"

HecomestowardsmeImovebackalittletill

he'srightinfrontofme

Lee:"Lisa,pleaseyouhavetoforgiveme,Igot

lostinthemoment,Inevermeanttohurtyou"

Me:"butyoudid..,yourapedme"

Ateardropsfromhiseyeashecupsmyface

Lee:"itsnotlikethatLisa....



Me(interrupts):NoMncedisi,youhurtme,I

shoutedforyoutostopIusedthesafe

words,insteadyoustrangledme!!Youwanted

tokillme!!YouCrazy!!"

Iturnandattempttowalkawaybuthepullsme

roughlytowardshim

He'scryingbutheisfilledwithanger

Lee(calmly):"I'mnotcrazy....Don'tyouevercall

mecrazy,doyouhearme?"

Heisholdingmyarmtighthurtingit

Me:"youhurtingme"

Lee:"Doweunderstandeachother!?"

Heshouts,startlingme

I'mafraidtousemywordssoInod

continuously

Heletgoofmelikehejustgainedbackhis

sensesthathewashurtingmejustlikelast

night



Lee:"youhavetounderstandkhanya....Iloveyou

somuch,Idon'twanttolooseyou"

Me:"Iunderstand,canIpleasegobathnow?"

Hesighs

Lee:"comeherefirst"

Hepullsmecloserandhugsmetight,fearrises

asIsayasilentprayerforhimnottosqueeze

allmyinsidesout,helet'sgoandkissesmy

lips,Ifeeltheurgetopuke...Ihatehim,he

disgustsme,Ipullout

Me:"wehavetobuythoseafterpills,remember?

"

Lee:"ofcausedon'tworryI'llgetthem"

Me:"okay"

Igofreshenup,Itriedhurryingupbutmyhands

aretooweak,IwonderifI'llbeableto

write,thosecuffsreallycutmebadlywhenI

triedtobreakfreeashewasstranglingme.



IwishIcouldcallQuintonandtellhim,buthe's

goneandevenifhewasaroundI'msurehe

hatesmeanywayaftertheharshwayIpushed

himaway,he'sdonesomuchformeandhewas

willingtodowaymore,butIstillthinkImade

therightchoice,Quintondeservesbetterthan

me,hedoesn'tneedallthisdramainhislife

whenhecanhavewaybetter,EnhlewasrightI

amdegradinghimI'mholdinghimback,look

now,I'vedraggedhislifeintosomuch

danger,nowhehastoliveontherun,allbecause

ofmystupidlove!!Selfishlove!!Ihatemyself

maybeIdeserveLiam,weboththesame,we

selfishandevilandwehurtotherpeople's

feelings,Iguesswehavesomethingin

common.

I'mnowpickingoutanoutfit,Iworndenimlong

navyjeans,itwasahustletryingtoputthemon,I

hadtobandagemyankles,Iworemyblacklong

sleevepoloneck,combedmyhairandletit



loose.

InoticethebalconydoorisopensoIclose

it,butIspotthebin,whyisithere?

Ifindhimchilledatthelounge

Me:"youburntit?"

Helooksupatme

Lee(ignoringthequestion):"finally,let'sget

going"

Me:"howcouldyouburnmygiftlikethat?"

Hewentoutthedoorandwasreadytoclose

Lee:"youcoming?"

Isighdefeatedandheadout,wedriveto

campusinsilence

Lee:"lookbabeI'msorryaboutyoualbum,butI

figuredsinceyoucuthimoffyourlifeyou

shouldcuthimoffcompletely,youdon'tneed

hispictures"



Me:"therewasonlyafewofpictureswith

him,couldn'tyouburnthoseinsteadofthe

wholething?"

Lee:"thatwholebookwillremindyouof

him,causeI'msurehetookmostofthose

pictures.....Babe,Idon'twantanythingthat

connectsyoutothatboyagain,youneedto

forgetabouthim,heclearlyhasforgottenabout

you,whereverheisI'msurehe'smovedon...its

timeyoudothesame"

Me:"youhadnorightMncedisi,youhadnoright

toburnmygiftwithouttellingme,that'spure

evilwhatyoudidthere,I'llneverforgiveyoufor

that!"

Lee:"pleasedon'traiseyourvoiceatme

sweetheart,I'msorry,thatwaswrongofme,I'll

trytotonedownthejealousyabit,okay?"

Iignorehimandlookoutthewindow

Lee:"letmemakeituptoyou,tonight,I'lltake



youwhereveryouwanttogo,youdon'thaveto

cook"

Me:"itsfineMncedisi,whatsdoneisdone,you

don'thavetomakeupforanything"

Thecarstops,wefinallyincampus

Lee:"Iwantto...howmanyclassesdoyouhave

today?"

Me:"four"

Lee:"okay,enjoyyourday"

Me:"ohno,weforgottopassthepharmacy"

Lee:"shit...I'llgoback,I'lltextyouwhenIget

backokay"

Me:"okay,pleasetrytohurry,Iwassupposedto

takeitfirstthinginthemorning"

Lee:"I'vehearditsstilleffectivebefore72hours

pass"

Me:"butthesoonerItakeitthemorelikelyit



works"

Lee:"whyyousoafraidoffallingpregnant?I

meanwemarriednow,isn'twhatafamilyis

whatcomesnext?"

Me:"Yes,butnotnow"

Lee:"okay"

Hebringshisheadcloser,Iguessthisisthepart

weshareakiss,Ileanforwardandpeck

him,thenheadoutandmakemywaytoclass..I

findYonelawaitingforme

Yonela:"finallyyouearly"

Me:"mxm,whatever"

Yonela:"Yoh,what'swiththedarkcoloured

clothes?"

Me:"justhavingadarkday"

Yonela:"wow,thesunissobrightandabout,yet

yousocovered"



Me:"let'sjustgotoclass"

Yonela:"Ididn'tgetmyhug"

Weshareanicewarmhug,shesqueezesmeas

herhandswerearoundmyneck

"Ahouch"

Igroanshelet'sgoandlooksatme

Yonela:"Ididn'tevensqueezeyoumuch"

Me:"arghIthinkitsthewayIslept,myneckis

killingme"

Yonela:"aaw...letmemassageyou"

"No!"

IhalfshoutasIhitherhandsoffme

Yonela:"yoh,sorryfortryingtohelp"

Ifakealaugh

Me:"let'sjustgettoclassalready"

WewentfromclasstoclassMncedisididn't



showupwiththepills,I'mgettingworried,Ican

gobuythembutwhatifitstoolate,thelast

thingIwantistogetpregnantforthatjerk,as

thedaywentbythetemperaturesrosethesun

wasblazinghotandIwasfeelingweak,hotand

stressed

Yonela:"Yohayigirluyakwazshame,ilanga

ligqatsauboboyiapha,wenaunxibeinto

ezishushukanje?Urightupstairsperhaps?"

(Thesunisblazinghotouthereandhereyou

aredressedallwarm..areyouokayupstairs

perhaps?)

Me:"Ifeelcold,probablygettingtheflue"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Yonela:"don'tlie,youevensweating,youfeeling

hot,youjusttellmethetruthnow"

Thetruth?OhifItellyouthetruthit'llprobably

bethelastwordsyoueverhearfromme

Me:"okayyoucaughtme......Ican'ttakeitoff



causeI'mnotwearinganyvestunderneath"

Yonela:"wowlillyyousocareless.."

Ilaugh

Me:"yeah...carelessme,right"

Ihitmyforehead

Hepicksmeup

Lee:"heybeautiful"

Hekissesmycheek,Ialmostwipeit

Me:"hey"

Hesighs

Lee:"comeon..howlongwillyoustaymadat

me?"

Me:"youdidn'tcomewiththepills?"

Lee:"shit...whenIgotthereitwasstillearlythey

weren'topenyet"

Me:"well..doyouhavethemnow?"



Lee:"yeah...you'lltakethemwhenweget...

Me:"NoI'lltakethemnow"

Istretchmyhandtowardshimhejustlooksat

ittakesitandkissesit

Lee:"thesehandswillholdourbeautifulkids

someday"

Me:"yeahsomeday....butnotanytime

soon..now,thepillsplease?"

Lee:"okay,Iforgottobuythem...wecangoget

themnow"

Me:"DammitMncedisi!I'vebeenremindingyou

thewholemorning,whyareyoudoingthis!Its

notthatIdon'twanttobarechildrenforyoubut

notnow"

Lee:"whatarewewaitingforLisa?"

Ican'tbelievehejustaskedmethat?

Me:"Iwanttofinishmydegree,getjob,become

somethingI'vealwayswantedtobecome,make



money,buymymotherabighouseandmove

hertoabetterenvironment,buyheracar,travel

theworld...thenmaybeafterallthat,thenwecan

startthinkingaboutkids"

Lee:"butIcandoallthatforyou,youdon'teven

havetostressyourselfwithwork,I'llbuyyour

motherherdreamhomeandcar,I'llbuyusabig

houseandasmanycarsasyouwant,youcan

stilltraveltheworld,I'llevenbuyyouyourvery

ownprivatejet...there'snothingIwouldn'tdofor

youandmychildren"

Ilookathimforthelongesttime..hemustbe

outhisBDSMmind!

Me:"yeahbutIwanttoalsomakemyown

money,anditsnotonlyaboutthemoneyIwant

tobealawyer,Iwanttoexperiencethat"

Lee:"butyoucandothatafterweatleasthave

onechild,thenyoucangobacktoschooland

haveacareer...causeifwetrywhileyou



workingyou'llbetoobusyandtiredtoeventry

tomalebabies"

That'sitIgiveup

Me:"itsonlybeentwomonthsandalreadywe

arguingabouthavingkids?AyicomeonLiam

givemeabreak!"

Helooksawayfrommeangrily

Lee:"whycan'tyoujustlistentome,likebefore

wegotmarried,youweresuchagoodgirl,you

listenedtoeverythingItoldyou"

IwishIdidn't

Me:"let'sgogetthesepillsnowandneverhave

thisargumentagain,youcan'tforcemetoget

pregnant"

Lee:"ohcan'tI?"

Ilookathimintotalshock,whatdidhejustsay

Hechuckles



Lee:"I'mkiddinggeez....lookbabe,Iunderstand,

itstoosoonforbabies,I'llwaitforyouuntilyou

ready"

Isigh,thatwasnotfunny!

Me:"thankyou"

Lee:"it'sjustItendtogettooexcited,whenI

wantsomething,Iwantitimmediately....Butif

yousayyounotreadyitsokay"

Me:"I'mgladyouunderstand"

Hekissesmyhandandwedriveoffwemakea

stopatthepharmacyandinsteadIbuythe

emergencypill,Icouldseethatheis

disappointed,he'llsurvive.Hetookmetoanice

restaurantandweenjoyedanicemeal,hewas

justbeinghimself,thecool,sweetandcuteguyI

likedfromthebeginning,Iwonderwhatwent

wrong?Doallmenchangeoncetheyget

married?Orishetakingadvantagecausehe

knowsIcan'tdivorcehimevenifItriedbecause



ofthestupidcontract!

Heisopeningdoorsformeandbeingall

nice...wenowattheapartment

Lee:"Ithinkweshouldmove,don'tyouthink?

Me:"Ilikeithere,butIguesswecouldmovetoa

properhouse"

Lee:"notthatIdon'thavethemoneybutI'msick

andtiredofpayingforaplacetostay"

Me:"Igetyou"

Hethrowshimselfonthecouch

Lee:"sotired"

IpasshimwhenhegrabsmebeforeIcango

far,hepullsmeabitroughandIfallontopof

him,welaugh

Lee:"watchwhereyougoingKhanya"

Heopenshislegsformetolaybetween

them,welookateachotherforawhile,hepulls



meinforakiss,wekissforawhile,Ipulloutas

lastnightseventscomeback

Me:"IIneedtogofreshenup"

Hetightenshisgrip

Lee:"butIlikethisposition,canyoufeelmyhard

on?"

Hesmirks,Ilaugh

Me:"Liam....I'mtired"

Hekissesmethenpullsout

Lee:"Iwon'thurtyouthistime"

Me:"No,weneverdoingthatagain,ifyouwanna

havesex,we'lldoitlikenormalpeople"

Hesighs

Lee:"okayIwon'ttieyouupthistime..."

Me:"Noweirdthings"

Heignoresmepicksmeupandweheadtothe

room,he'skissisgettinghungrierandhistouch



rougher,Itrytopulloutbuthedoesn'tallowme,

Ipullmyfaceawayharder

Me:"Liam,please,notlikethis"

Lee:"I'llbegentle"

Hethrowsmeonthebedandroughlytakesoff

myclothes,Itrytogetupbuthepushesme

back

Lee:"Lisa!Pleasedon'tmakeme

angry!...(calmly)..justbeagoodlittlegirlandbe

submissive..okay?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"please,Ibegyou,pleasedon'tforce

me...pleasehoney"

Lee:"Idon'thavetoforceyouifyoujustobey

me"

Hestrippedmenakedandhimself

Tearsfallfrommyeyes



Hegoestotakehisequipment,Igetupandtry

torunouttheroombutIfail,hepicksmeupand

throwsmebackonthebed,Istartcryingand

pleading

Me:"please,pleasedon'tdothis....please

baby,don'tyouloveme?"

Lee:"Iloveyoubabe,don'tyouloveme?"

Me:"Ido"

Lee:"youdowhat?"

Me:"Idoloveyou"

Lee:"thenletmemakelovetoyou"

Me:"okayokay,butpleasecanwenot....

Lee:"ifyoulovemewe'lldoitmyway"

Me:"NO!!StayAwayfromme!Help!!"

HelaughsnextthingIknowmycheekisheated

up,hejustgavemeahotslap,Iburstintoaloud

cry



Lee:"ShutUp!Whyareyoumakingthings

difficultforyourself?!Youmywife,whenIwant

pussyIshouldgetpussy...understood!?"

Me(crying):"please...please..please...don'tdo

this"

Lee:"youtalktoomuch,that'syourproblem,I

haveasolution"

Hetakesouthisheadharness,heputitonmy

headithasaballgagheopensmymouthand

shovestheballinmymouth

Lee:"thiswillshutyouup"

Helockstheharness,Itrytoremoveitbutits

lockedIcan'ttalkcauseofthebigballinmy

mouth

"Mmmhmmmhhhh!!!!"

Itrytoscream,theharnessishurtingmyface

hetiedittootight



Hetakesoutabodystrap,hegetsontopofme

andstartswrappingitaroundmywholebody

fromneckdowntolegs

keepingmybodystraightasaruler,hetiesmy

handsatmyback,Ican'tmoveanypartofmy

bodyexceptmykneeswhichcanpart.

Lee:"thiswouldbereallyfunifyoucould'vejust

participated...ImeanItookyououttoanice

dinner,Iwasbeingagentlemanbutyoucan'tdo

thisonethingforme?...that'sabitunfair..Don't

youthink?"

AllIcandonowiscry,I'mstuckwiththedevil

himself,Iwishhecouldkillmeoncehe'sdone

withme,Idon'twannacontinuelivinglikethis,I

hatemyfather,Ihatemygrandmaforallowing

myfathertoagreetoallthis,Ihatemyself!

Heflipsmearoundandbangsmydogstyle

pullingmyhairroughly

IcryasloudasIcanasIfeelallkindsofpain



throughoutmyentirebody

Itsbeenhours,theamountofpainIfelt

Ifeellikemysoulhasbeencrushed,ithasleft

mybody

IstoppedcryingIwasnownumb

"Aaahhyeah!"

Hereleasesonceagain

thencollapsesonmewhileinbetweenmylegs
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NeverinmylifehaveIthoughtI'dexperience

abuse,Igrewupinalovingwarmfamily,my

familylovedmeunconditionallyalthoughwe

werepoor,there'snothingtheywouldn'tdofor

meIwasahappysoul,thentherewasmybest

friendYonelawhowasoneofthebestfriends

agirlcanaskfor,lateronImetthishandsome

princecharmingwhowasmyKnightand

shiningarmor,theonlythinghe'severshown

mewaslove,kindnessandprotection,hewas



evenwillingtodieformehemademe

happy,didn'tshowermewithmoneyortakeme

toexpensiverestaurantsbuthegavemehis

heartwhichwasworthmore,whereareallthese

peoplenow?IhavenooneIwasthrowninthe

lion'sden...Ihavegivenupintryingtoget

myselfoutofthismarriage,itsuselessevenifI

dofindevidenceIcan'taffordalawyer,I'vebeen

stayingindoorsasmuchaspossiblebecause

ofmymessedupbody..I'vebecomehissex

slave,theworstpartisthatitslikehewas

possessedcausewhenhe'sinhisrightmind,he

becomesthislovingcaringgentleman,hegoes

outofhiswaytoapologize,liketodayhe's

startingtherapy,butthisdoesn'tmakeupfor

anythingcauseIknowtonighthe'llbecomethe

possessedmonsteragain.

Itsbeensixmonthsnow,andstillnosignof

Quinton,I'mreallyworriedabouthim,whereis

he?Ishedead?Ishealive?ifheis,whereishe



staying?Ishesafe?Whatdoesheeat?Where

doeshesleep?Ishecomfortable?Ishehappy?

Whatishedoing?Withwho?ImisshimIneed

himIneedhiscomfortingwordshiswarmand

safeembrace,Imisshisfictionstories,his

funnyself,IevenmisshisbigEgo.

.........

Me:"let'srunaway...we'llgofarfarawayand

startanewlifethere"

Quinton:"whataboutschool?"

Me:"I'llquitandgetajob,lotsofpeoplecan

makealivingwithouteducation,atleatIgot

matric"

hejustsmileslookingatme

Me:"IknowI'mbeingnaive..butIjustwishto

getawayfromallofthis"

Quinton:"Iloveyoubub"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"



Hepresseshiswarmsoftlipsonminebutnot

kissingme,westaylikethatforsometime,its

likehewaspouringhisheartouttomewithout

Usingwordsjusthisheartbeatandbreathing

saiditall

......

Me:"whatI'msayingis,sticktoprayerQuintonI

knowyounotastrongbelieverbutpleasekeep

infaith,Godistheanswer,tellyou

what,everydaywhenwewakeupandbeforewe

sleepwewillpraytogetherforyourmother's

healthforhertobehealed...okay?"

Hesmilesandwipesmytears

Quinton:"andalsoforyourgrandmothertoo,if

youbelieveGodcanhealmymomthenIbelieve

hecanhealyourgrandmothertoo"

.......

Quinton:"firstly..IthinkIshouldsaythankyou"



Iraisemybrowsamused

Me:"for?"

Quinton:"fortrustingmeandgivingmeyour

virginity"

.......

Me:"so?Willyoudoit?"

Quinton:"whatisitfirst?"

Me:"no!matterwhatitis,youhavetodoitcause

youpromisedme....remember?OrshouldIgo

takemyphone?"

Quinton:"okayfine...justspititoutalready"

Isigh

Me:"willyoubemyboyfriend?Andwillyou

marryme?"

Hiseyespopout

Quinton:"Saywhat?"

......



"Heeywhatswrongbabe?"

Istartleatthesoundofhisvoice,bringingme

backtoearth

Me(chuckles):"ohnothing,whywouldanything

bewrong?"

Lee:"causeyoucrying"

Iquicklywipemytearsaway

Me:"Ididn'trealise,justhavealotonmymind"

Lee:"likewhat?"

Isniff

Me:"IIjustmissgramssomuch"

Lee:"aawmybaby..Iknowhowithurtstoloose

someoneyoulove",

Hepullsmetohisembracehurtingmyfresh

bruises

Me:"hlliouch!"

Helet'sgo



Lee:"I'msosorry...oh,thisisallmydoing"

Hecaressesmypurpleneck

Me:"ouch"

Hestopsheburieshisfaceinhishands

Lee:"I'msomessedup,howcouldIdothisto

you...IloveyousomuchyetI'mhurtingyouso

much,whatkindofmonsteramI?Please

forgivemeLisa"

Don'tlethimfoolyou,thisisthesameperson

who'sbeenapologisingeverydayyetatnighthe

rapesyoulikenobody'sbusiness

Me:"itsokayLiam,atleastyougoingfortherapy

today,maybeit'llhelpyou...AndI'llberight

here,supportingyou,everystepoftheway"

Helooksatmewithtearyeyes

Lee:"really?"

Inod



Lee:"yousokindkhanya,thankyoufornotgiving

uponme"

IhatehowhemakesitsoundlikeIhavea

choice,evenifIreportthisguyhewon'tgoto

jailhe'lljustgotoamentalhouse,stayafew

monthscausehe'ssodamngoodinpretending

asifnothingiswrongwithhim,thenhe'llbe

backtofinishmeoff,andthelawwillnothelp

mewithdivorcesinceitwasagreedthroughthe

lawthatIbelongtothem,soeitherwayI'm

stuck..HesaysonceI'mdonewiththisyearI'm

notgoingbacktostudynextyear,somydreams

ofbecomingalawyerandfightingforjustice

areallgone!

Me:"wellIamyourwifeanditsmydutytostick

besideyouinsicknessandinhealth...till..till

death...douspart"

Hesmileandcupsmyfacewelookdeepinto

eachother'seyes,rightnowitlikethemonster

thatcomesoutatnightdoesn'texist,hiseyes



arefulloflove,likehe'ddoanythingforme...he's

eyes...man!Theygetmeeverytime

Lee:"youanangel,Idon'tknowwhatI'dbe

withoutyou"

Hebrusheshislipsonminebeforekissingme,I

pulloutafterawhile

Lee:"itsabeautifuldaytoday,youshouldgoout"

Whatdidhejustsay!?Heneverallowsmetogo

out

Me:"what?"

Lee:"IknowI'vebeenstrictaboutyoubeing

outdoorsbutyou'vebeensuchagoodgirl

lately,youhavetogetarewardforthat"

WellIdon'tfighthimatnightanymore,Ieven

gettheequipmentmyself,Itrytoparticipateso

thathelet'smeusethesafewordsbut

sometimeshedoesn'tlistentothem,speciallyif

he'sinabadmoodlikelastnight.Istillwonder



howamIstillbreathing?

Me:"whoa!Really?Ohthankyou"

Ireallydon'twanttogoout,butifIrefusehis

rewards,hemightevenstopmefromgoingto

schoolcompletely

Lee:"youdeserveit,I'llbegoingtomyfirst

appointment,justmakesureyoucoveryourself

up,andwearthosesunglassesIbought

you,youreyeisstillabitmessedup,trytoput

moremakeupokay"

Inod

Me:"yeahIwill"

Hekissesmycheekthengetsup

Lee:"I'lltransferyouthemoneyyou'll

need...here'ssomecashfortheuber"

HegivesmeR500toomuchbutIdon't

complain

Lee:"whichremindsme,Ishouldgetyouthek53



soyoucanstartstudyingforyourlearners,you

mightbegettingacarsoon"

Iflashabigsmile

Me:"okay!"

Hewinksatmetheheadsout

IbreathoutasifI'vebeenholdingmybreathe..I

getupandlimptothebathroom,Istripnaked

andlookatmyselfonthemirror,myneckisthe

worst,it'sevenpurple,Idon'tevenwanna

mentionmytummy,arms,chestandlegs,they

havestrapdarklines....hedoesn'tdomuchto

myface,justlastnighthewasreallymad,I

kindaraisedmyvoiceathim,Idon'tknowwhatI

wasthinking,IguessIwassickandtired,he

punchedmeandleftmewithablueeyeand

swollenlip,butIputsomeicesoitsnotswollen

anymore.Itiemyhairup,wipemytearsthen

headinsidetheshower,Itakemyownsweet

timeasIwashmysoreself,Idon'tevenwantto



lookatmypussy,justthethoughtmakesme

wannapuke,Ialwaysspendmostofmytime

scrubbingit.

Afterdressingmyselfupandcoveringevery

part,Iapplysomemakeup,itdoesn'tcompletely

covertheblueeyethough,Ialsopowdermy

neck,itsthemostpainfulpart.Iwrapascarf

arounditletmylonghairlooseandputonthe

shadesandappliedSomelipstick,thenheadout,

theubertakesmetothemall.

MrJohnsonhasbeenaskingmeweird

questionsaboutmyfather,likewheredidhe

work,asifhedoesn'tknow,andwhatprecious

gifthashegivenme...Ithinkheknowsabout

thediamondsbutI'mnotabouttoslipthatout.

TheworstpartisIthinkIhaveastalkerandhe

knowsaboutthediamonds,hewantsthem,he

startedcallingmefromtwodaysago,I'mreally

scaredIdon'tknowwhattodo,Ican'ttellthe

policethey'lljustaskmeaboutthediamonds



andmorepeoplewillknowaboutthem,Ican't

tellMncedisicauseI'mnotsurewhetherhis

familyisafterthemornot,andifIgetridof

themI'llbekilled..sothat'sanotherreasonI

shouldbeindoorsrightnow

HedropsmeatthemallIpaythenmakemy

wayin..

Ikeeplookingbehindme,Ifeellikethere's

peoplewatchingme,peoplemustthinkI'm

crazy,Ilooklikesomecelebrityhidingherself

frompaparazzi,orlikesomecrazystalker,with

mydarkclothesandscarfsandShadesinthis

warmweather.

ImakemywayinPicknPay

Ishoparound,buyinganythingthatlooksgood

Myphonevibrates,Itakeitoutfrommypocket

ItsanotificationthatR7000hasbeen

transferredintomyaccount..Andamessage

fromanunknownnumberIopenitandseethe



shockofmylife

"I'mwatchingyou,PicknPaynotveryfancyfor

abeautifulladylikeyou....Tellmewherethey

areandyoumightgethomesafely"

IpanickasIlookaroundtoseewhomightbe

lookingatme,nooneisevenpayingattentionto

me,IthinkI'mgonnashitmypantsthewayI'm

freakingout!Ileavethetrolleyandmakemy

wayout,Iwonderaroundthemall,scaredtogo

backhome

Ilookupandmyeyesmeetthebiggestshock

ofmylife,theywalkclosertheybothcan'tsee

me...Helooksperfectlyfine,andhealthy

Me(whispers):"Quinton?"

Theygetevencloser,hiseyesliftupandthey

meetmine,hemovesthemawayandcarrieson

walkingpastmeasifhedidn'trecogniseme?

He'swalkingwithBrandon



Whendidhegetback?

Didhenotrecogniseme?

MaybeitsbecauseofallthecoveringI've

done..butforasecondtherewhenhelookedat

me,itslikeheknewitwasme...amI

hallucinating?

Ibrushitoffassoonastheytakeaturnand

disappear,Icarryonwithmywayto..Idon't

knowwhere..thatcan'tbehim,hewould'vetold

mewhenhe'sback,Afterhours,Icallanuberto

takemehome,IblendinwithabunchofguysI

don'tknowasImakemywayout,andIspotthe

uberimmediatelyImakearuntoit,Itellhimto

dropmeoffatQuinton'sapartment.

Iknocknooneopens,Iknockagain,thedoor

opensandaverypregnantreadytopop,young

beautifulladyopens

Her:"hey,canIhelpyou?"

.



.

tobecontinued
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Myheartbreaksintoamillionpiecesasmy

eyesarestuckstarringatherbigtummywhich

canburstanytime,tellmeI'mhavingoneofmy

nightmaresplease!IthinkI'mgonnahavea

heartattack

"Hello?Areyouokay?"

Ilookupather,she'sabeauty,nicesmooth

caramelskin,bigblueambereyesandpalmy

smalllips

Her:"youdon'tlookgood,pleasecomein"

ShemakeswayformeIgetinside,Ilookaround

andeverythinghaschanged,it'snotthewayit

usedtobe,itsmorefancy,thefridgeistwo

doorsnow,sheleadsmetothesittingroom

andmakesmesitinthebeautifulcouches,not

thesmalluncomfortableonesthatwehad,

there'snotevenonethingthatusedtobe

here,everythinghascompletelychanged.



Her:"sowouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?"

Ohmygoshshe'ssokind,I'matotalstranger

yetshe'sofferingmesomethingtodrink?No

wonderQuintonknockedherup

Inod

Me:"yesplease,acoldglassofwaterwilldo"

Shegivesmeawarmsmileandwalksintothe

kitchen,thenwalksback

Her:"thereyougo"

Itakeasipmorelikegulpdownthewaterin

onego,wesitonsilenceforabit

Her:"socanIhelpyou?"

Me:"Yes..uhmmynameisLisa"

Her:"ohmynameisIsabelle,butyoucancall

mebella"

InoticearingonherfingerandIfeellike

breakingdownthatinstant



Me:"you..youmarried?"

Shesmiles

Bella:"notyet,weengaged"

Itslikeshejuststabbedmestraightintheheart

Me:"oh...I'mactuallyheretoseeyourfiancé"

Shelooksatmeperplexed

Bella:"Oh?Howtoyouknowhim?"

Weusedtobemadlyinlove..butI'mnotabout

tosaythat

Me:"he'sanoldfriend,usedtobemyroommate

"

Bella:"oh?Lloydhasnevermentionedanything

abouthavingafemaleroommateinthepast"

Me:"uhmLloyd?"

Bella:"yeahmyfiancé"

OkayI'mconfused



Me:"yourfiancé'snameisLloyd?"

Bella:"yes"

Me:"Ohsowhere'sQuinton?"

Welookateachotherperplexed

Bella:"Quinton?"

Maybehechangedhisnamecauseofthe

peopleafterhim

Me:"yeah,lightskinneddude,tallnottootall,pink

lips,colourfuleyes,shortcurlyhair,doesn'tsmile

alot,hestayshere?"

Shesmilesandraisesherbrows

Bella:"ooohh..youmeantheguythatusedto

stayhere?"

Me:"usedto?"

Bella:"yeah,hesoldthishousetous,wejust

movedinheretwoweeksago"

Isighinrelief



Me:"oh..thankgoodness"

Shechuckles

Bella:"thankgoodnessyouweren'tlookingfor

mylove"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"doyouknowwherehemovedto?"

Bella:"I'mnotsure,butIknowhemovedto

Westcliff,intherichersuburbsinSandton,he

boughtabighouse,damntheguymustbe

loaded,Imeantoliveinplaceslikethatstarts

fromsomewhereintheR11.5millions"

Me:"Wow...uhm,doyouknowwhichstreethe

livesin?"

Shethinksforawhile

Bella:"I'llberightback"

Shestandsupstrugglingabitanddisappears

totheroomthencomesbackwithapaperand

pen



Shesitsdownandwritesthenameofthestreet

andaddress

Bella:"luckyforyouhetolduswherehe

stays,justsoifweexperienceanyproblems

withthehouseweknowwherehelivesandhow

tocontacthim..verykindandgeneroussoulhe

is"

Heisindeedshealsowrotehiscellnumber

thenhandsmethepaper

Me:"thankyouverymuch,thismeanssomuch

tome"

Bella:"youverywelcome,Idon'tmeantobe

nosey,butdoyouandyourroommateshare

morethanjustbeingroommates?

Ilaughalittle

Me:"yeah..wesharedawholelotmore"

Bella:"andwasloveoneofthem?"

Me:"lovewasmostofthem"



Shesmiles

Bella:"I'mguessingitsbeenawhilesincey'all

talkedandyouwanthimback?"

Me:"isitthatobvious?"

Shelaughs

Bella:"wellinthatcase..Gogetyourmangirl!"

IburstintolaughterbutstopsasIfeelmybody

aching

Bella:"areyouokay?"

Me:"yeahI'mfine"

Bella:"I'mnofashionexpertbut,coat?Scarf?

Shades?..areyousureyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfineBella..thanksforthehelp,letmeget

going"

Shelooksatmewithpity

Bella:"lookI'maPsychiatrist,Iknowthat

doesn'tgivemetherighttojudgebutpleaseif



youneedsomeonetotalkto,pleasecontact

me"

Shegrabsthepaperinmyhandandwritesher

numberonit

Bella:"whenyoudecideyoureadytotalkto

someone"

Sheshakesheheadasifshe'sjusteaten

somethingsour

Bella:"youingreatdanger,there'sabigstorm

comingyourwayanditdoesn'tlooklikeyou'll

makeit"

Whatthehellisgoingon?Howdidshe?Whois

thisperson?

Me:"excuseme?"

Bella:"I'msorryIdidn'tmeantoscareyou,butif

youdon'tconvinceyourroommatetohelp

you,younotgoingtomakeitthroughthestorm"

Me:"whatareyou?"



Bella:"I'mgifted..lookalotofdangeriscoming

yourway,andIseebloodinyourhands"

Me:"whatareyousaying?AmIgoingtokill

someone"

Bella:"myvisionscansometimeschange,butI

seebloodinyourhands,itwon'tbeeasyforyou

toconvinceyourroommatetohelpyou,his

heartisstillshatteredbythedecisionsyou

made,butifhelovesyouhe'llforgiveyou"

Me:"oh..."

Shesmiles

Bella:"goonnow,hurry"

Me:"thankyou"

Iwalktowardsthedoor

Bella:"Lisa"

Ilookback

Bella:"becareful"



Ismileandnod

OhdearGodthisisamess,willmylifegetany

morecomplicated

Iaskedtheubertotakemetotheaddressthis

womangaveme

Weparkedinfrontofaverybighouse

IaskedthedrivertowaituntilI'minsidehe

agreed

IpressthebuzzerandIhearhisvoiceIalmost

faint

"Hello?"

Mykneesbecomeweakandmyheartbeatis

readytopopout,Idon'tknowwhetheritsfearor

excitement,Ithinkabitofboth

Me:"hhheyitsme"

ItgoesquietIhearhimsighanddropsthe

call,afterafewlongminutesIgiveup,hehasn't

openedthegate,Iguesshedoesn'twannasee



me,Idon'tblamehim,ateardropsfrommy

eye,Beforeturningmybackandwalkingback

towardsthecarasIopenthedoor,Ihearthe

gateopen,Iturnandwalkbackinside,Ican't

helpbutlookaround,itssobeautiful,almost

betterthanhishome,andIthoughtitdoesn'tget

betterthanthat.

Ifinallygettothedoor,Iknock,andknockagain

buthedoesn'topen

Hefinallyopensafterawhile

Oureyeslockhelooksatmeupanddown

scanningme,mytummymakesbubblysounds

asIfeelthebutterflies,Ifeelatingleanditch

comingfromdownthere,whoaitsbeenawhile

sincethat'shappened,Ifeellikejumpingonhim

soIcanfeelhisstrongarmsaroundme,he's

shirtlessonlyhasatowelwrappedroundhis

waist,showingoffhistanmasculinetorsoandV

linewithnicelystackedpacks,itslikehe's

gottenbuffer,he'sdefinitelybeenworkingout



Quinton:"canIhelpyou?"

Ouchthathithome

Me:"mayIcomein?"

Helooksatmeforawhilethenmakeswayfor

me,ohmywordIfeellikeIhaveenteredroyalty,

heleadsmetothelounge

Isitdownlookingaround

Quinton:"givemeafew,Ihavetogetdressed"

Pleasedo!BeforeIloosemysenses

Me:"ofcause"

Hewalksupstairs

Wowhedisappearsthencomesbackricher

thanbillgates,IknowIshouldstayawayfrom

him,I'vealreadycausehimalotofpainand

greatdanger,butIneedsomeclosure,where

washeandwhathashebeendoing,didheget

shotthatdayofthewedding,whathappened

thatday?



Hecomesbackdressedinshortsandalight

tanktopstillexposinghisbody,ishedoingthis

onpurpose?Doeshehavetolookthis

handsome?

Hesitsdownonacouchoppositeme,helooks

atme,itsasifthatcareandlovehehadhas

gone,likehedoesn'tevenrecogniseme

Quinton:"canIhelpyou?"

Iclearmythroatandswallowthebiglump

Me:"itsme"

Heraiseshisbrowsasifhe'llsay"andthen?"

Me:"LisakhanyaMthethwafromMthatha...Iwas

onceyourroommateandbestfriend?"

Heraiseshisonebrow

Quinton:"Iknowwhoyouare"

Isighinreliefholdingmychest

ForasecondthereIthoughthelosthismemory



Me:"ohQuintonpleasedon'tscaremelikethat"

Helooksatmewithastraightfaceasifhe'll

say"gettothepointalready!"

Me:"uhmhowareyou?"

Quinton:"I'mgood"

Icanseethat

Me:"so..whendidyougetback?"

Quinton:"from?"

OhIdon'tknow!Thedead?

Me:"whereveryouwereforthepastsixmonths"

Quinton:"Idon'tseehowthatconcernsyou?"

Mymouthopensandclosesagaintotallyhurt

byhiswords

Me:"uhm...Iseeyousoldourapartment"

Quinton:"youmeanmyapartment"

Ouchhe'sbeingpurecold,IguessIdeserve



that

Me:"Imissedyou"

Quinton:"whyareyouhere?"

Me:"IIIdon'tknow..IguessIthoughtIwas

imaginingthingswhenIsawyouatthemall

earlier,andIwantedtomakesureIwasn't

imagining"

Quinton:"well..youweren't...(sighs)..lookthere's

somewhereIneedtobe,ifyoudon'tmind"

Me(whispers):"Quinton...Please,don'tbelike

this..I'mreallysorryaboutwhathappenedthat

dayofthewedding,Ididn'tknowtheywere

goingtotryshootyou"

Helooksatmechucklesthenshakeshishead

Quinton:"isthatwhatyousorryabout?"

Me;"andalotmoreQuinton....I'msorryfornot

believinginyouwhenyousaidyou'dprotect

me,whenyousaidyouwouldn'tgiveupon



me,I'msorryforpushingyouaway,forhurting

yourfeelings,formakingyoucry,foralmost

gettingyoukilled,mostofallI'msorryyouhad

tosavemylifefromtheveryfirstdayyoumet

me,forhelpingmeandtakingmeinand

bringingmeclosetoyourheart,notknowing

thatonthatdayyouwerewelcominga

curse,greatdangertowardsyou,notknowing

howtoxicandcomplicatedI'dmakeyour

life....I'msosorryQuinton,I'msorryIevermet

you"

IfeelwarmliquidonmycheeksIwipethem

thenfixmyshades

Helooksatmecarefullywithhurtwrittenall

overhisface

Quinton:"youwerenocurse,itwasnevertoxic

orcomplicated,Iwantedtoprotectyoufrom

dangeryoudon'thavetobesorryaboutthat,its

whatIdoforpeopleIlove...butyouhurtme

Lisa,alotofpeoplehavehurtmeinmylifebut



noonehaseverhurtmethewayyouhurt

me,there'snothingIdidn'tdotoshowyouhow

muchyoumeantome,IevenprayedtoGodto

bringyoubacktome,Iseekedforadvice,Idid

everythingIcouldIputinallmyefforts...But

whatdidyoudo?....youshoveditrightbackat

myface,thenspittedonit,that'swhatyoudid"

Myheartbreaksintoamillionpieces

Igotdownonmyknees

Me(poignantly):"pleaseforgivemeQuinton...

Youdon'thavetocomebacktoprotectmeor

lovemeanymore,justpleaseforgiveme"

Hewipehisnoselooksdownandpresseshis

eyeswithhisfingersasifhe'sholdingback

tearsheshakeshisheadthenlooksbackat

me,tearsescapehiseyes

Quinton:"IforgiveyouLisa,I'velongforgiven

you....itssadwecan'tbetogetheranymore.."

Me:"youdeservebetterQ...wewerenot



destined"

Quinton(whispers):"don'tsayitlikethat"

Me:"itstrue,I'mevil,IthoughtIwasprotecting

you...actuallyno,Iwasprotectingyou..And

breakingyourheartwastheonlyway...they

weregoingtokillyouQuinton,Iheardthem

talkingandtheywereplanningonkilling,

becauseofme,soIhadtobreakupwithyouso

thattheyleaveyoualone..buttheydidn't,nowI

feltlikeIbrokeyourheatfornothing"

Quinton:"DammitLisakhanya!!HaveIever

askedforyourprotection!?There'sawhole

lottapeoplewho'vebeenaftermewaylong

beforeyoucameintomylife,awholelotta

peopleouttherewantmyblood,butlookatme

I'mstillhere,Icanprotectmyself..Iwasyour

man,youshould'velefttheprotectingtome!I

knewtheywantedmedead!Theynotthefirst

dangerouspeopletowantmegone...whatpart

ofDIEFORYOUdidn'tyouunderstand!!?"



Ilookathisfiercefaceintotalshock,myheart

beatsinagonyagainstmyribcage...aftera

shortwhileofsilenceIburstintotheloudestcry

everandletitalloutwhileholdingmymouth

hurtbythestupidchoicesImade

Hedoesn'tcomfortmeinsteadhesitsthere

watchingmecryastearsarerollingdownhis

faceyetnotmakingasinglesound

Me(crying):"I'm.....I'msosorry...Inevermeant

tohurtyou..I'msosososorry!!!"

Quinton:"calmdownLisa"

Itrytocalmmyselfdown,theshadesare

startingtofeeluncomfortablewithallthese

tears,Igobacktothecouchandsit

Ihavehiccups

Quinton:"I'llgogetyouaglassofwater"

Hedisappearstothekitchen,Itakeoffthe

shadesandwipemytearsproperly,I'veputhim



throughsomuch,Ishouldjustkeepthewhole

abusethingtomyselfasIdieaslowpainful

death,Iputthembackon

HecomesbackandgivesmewaterIstretchmy

handtotakeit

Me:"thankyou"

Heholdstheglasstightasourhands

touch,TheregoestheshiversdownmyspineI

lookupathimandhislookingatmyhandIlook

downatmyhandandnoticethebruises..Shit!I

forgotthegloves!

Iletgooftheglassquicklyandpulldownmy

sleeves

Quinton:"whatwasthat?"

Ican'treadhisfacialexpressionwhetherhis

angryorconcerned

Me(answersquickly):"Nothing!"

Quinton:"thatwasn'tnothing..Letmesee"



Me:"No..itsnothingreally...Ishouldgetgoing"

Istandupheblockmeandgrabsmyhand,he

loftsupthesleeveandgasps

Hetakesmyotherhandandlooksatit

Quinton:"whatthehellisthis?"

Iremovemyhandsfromhim

Me:"itsnothingmuchQuinton,itsjustaminor

incidentatthegymafewweeksago"

Thatwasn'tagoodone,judgingbythewayhe's

lookingatme

Quinton:"gym?Sincewhendoyougotogym?"

Me:"sinceafewmonthsback"

Quinton:"sowhatwasthisminorincident?"

Me:"uhmIIwas..Iwaslifting..AndandI....

Quinton:"Don'tfuckenlietome!!!"

HesnapsIgasprepeatedlyashestartledme



Lookingatmewithsomuchangerholdingmy

handtightandhurtingit

Me(breakingvoice):"you..yyouhurtingme"

Hisfacechangestosorrowashelet'sgo

Quinton:"takeofftheshades"

Ishakemyhead,he'llfreak,theeyeisstillfresh

Quinton(calmly):"takethemoffLisakhanya"

Me:"No..Ihavetogetgoing,itsgettinglate...I'll

getinto....

ItrailoffasIrealisewhatIwasabouttosay

Quinton:"getintowhat?Trouble?Isthatwhat

youweregoingtosay,you'llgetintotrouble?"

Me:"intoamassivetraffic,youknowtrafficin

Jo'burgatthishour"

Ichuckle

Quinton:"takeofftheshades"



Me:Ireallyneedtoget...

Quinton(shouts):"DON'TMAKEMEREPEAT

MYSELFDAMMIT!"

foramomentthereMncedisi'sfaceshowedup

inhimasheshoutedatme,Ibrokedown

Itakethemoffslowly,exposingmyswollen

blueeyeandcheekbone,he'smouthtrembles,

hemovesclosertome,hetiltshisheadtothe

sideashelooksatmyblueeyewithsomuch

concernandhurt,hecaressesmycheek

Quinton:"hedidthistoyou?"

Idon'tanswerhimIcan'tstopcrying

Hetakesoffmyscarfslowly,hedropsitonthe

floor,hiseyespopoutastearsdripfromhis

eyes

Quinton(whispers):"ohmyGod...howcouldhe

dothis?"

HegentlytouchesmyneckIflinch



Me:"ah!"

Quinton:"sorry"

Helooksatmeallovermyface

Quinton:"whereelsedidhehurtyou?"

Hetakesoffmycoat,Ilethim,hegentlytakes

offthepoloneckJersey,hetakesoffmyvest

anditslikehe'sseenaghostashelooksatmy

body,itslikeIcanfeelthehurthe'sfeelingright

now,itslikehecanfeelmypain

Heslipsdownmysweatpants,Itakeoffmy

shoesusingmyfeet,helooksatmynakedbody

indismay

Quinton:"whatdidhedotomybody?"

Hemovesevencloserwrapshisarmsaround

meanduntiesmybrathendropsitonthe

floor...Ifeelsoembarrassedandashamedmy

bodylooksmiserablewithallthedarkstripesof

thestrap



Quinton:"whydidn'tyoutellme"

Me:"hesaidIshouldnevercontactyou,ifIdohe

willknowandtraceyouthentakeyouout....I

couldn'tletthathappen,I'dratherdie"

Quinton:"He'ssogonnapayforthis...whenIget

myhandsonhim....I'lltearhislimbsoutoftheir

socketsopenhischest,ripouthiscoldheart

andfeedittothedogs"

Hehasadisgustedandfuriouslookonhisface

Me:"Ican'tletyoudothatQuinton....Younota

killer"

Irefusetobelievehe'scapableofsuch,Iknow

whathisfathertaughtthembutIrefuseto

believehe'scapableofmurder

Heremovessomehairfrommyface

Quinton:"OhBub....I'msorryIwasn'there"

Me:"itsokayQuinton"

Quinton:"itsnotokay..nothingisokay....Ican't



letyougobackthere"

Ishiveratthethoughtofnotcomingback

Me:"NoQuinton,he'llkillme,Ihavetogetgoing,

hejuststartedtherapy,Idon'twanttomake

himangry"

Quinton:"Fuck!...okaywait,firsttellmehowdid

hedothistoyou?"

Me:"he'she'sintobondage,hewouldcuffme,tie

meupwillallsortsofthings,...(breakfast

voice)....He'dstranglemeforsolong..s

sometimesI'dlooseconsciousness,thenhe'd

splashmewithwatertowakemeup.....hhhe's

crazyQ....he'smademehissexslave....I'mnot

allowedtocommunicatewithmymother

anymore,we'vehardlywenttovisithisParents

eversincethewedding..Hehe..I..I..herrrapes

meeeee!

Hepullsmeintohisembraceandholdsme

gently



Quinton:"sshhhhthat'senough,I'veheard

enough"

IletitalloutasIcrymylungsout,helet'sme

cry

Quinton:"itsabouttimeIgetoutofthis

mess,althoughI'msolatebutI'llgetyouout"

Wearesittingonthecouchhemakesmelayon

thecouchhetriestopulldownmypantybutI

holdittight,helooksatmewarningly,Ilet

him,heslidesthemdown,hepartsmylegshis

lipscurvedownasheseesmypunani

Quinton:"ohmycooky,mynunu"

HerubsitgentlyIflinch

"Aah"

IthoughtLiamhasfinishedeverysexual

desiresofmyheartbutIfeelitbeatingfor

him,I'msureIinstantlygotwet

Quinton:"howcouldhedothistomyprecious"



HebringsheheadclosertoitImoveupabit

Me:"Quinton...

Quinton:"don'tworryIwon'tdoanythingthat'll

hurt"

HemoveshisfacetomypunaniandIfeelhis

warmlipskissit,justagentlepeckthencomes

backup,hetakesmypantyanddressesmeup

Hehelpsmeputontherestofmyclothes

Iwasnowcalm,Icheckthetimeanditspast

eight,shit!

Me:"aahIhavetorun....ohGod,twentymissed

calls"

Quinton:"younotgoingbackthere"

Me:"he'sgonnakillmeQuinton,pleasejustlet

mego,Iknowhowtohandlehimtobeless

aggressive"

Quinton:"areyoulisteningtoyourself?Younot

goingthere"



Mybreathingincreasesinfear

Me:"Quintonpleaseletmego...wecan'tlethim

knowyoubackjustasyet"

Quinton:"Ihaveevidenceverypowerful

evidencethatwillterminatethatcontract....I

knowthebestLawyerinthecountrywho'llhelp

usout"

Me(hopefully):"really?"

Quinton:"Yeah...okayyougoback,trytocalm

himdownbutifhetouchesyouinanyway,I'll

comeflyinginthereyouhearme?"

Inod

Doesthismeanwetogetheragain?Orhe'sjust

worriedaboutme?I'drathernotaskjustasyet

Hedrivesmebackandparksafewhouses

away

Quinton:"where'syournecklace?"



Me:"itsinmyjewelrybox"

Quinton:"okaytakethis"

Hegivesmeabracelet

Quinton:"keepitonatalltimes,I'llbeableto

heareverythingthat'sgoingon"

Inod

Me:"willIbeabletohearyou?"

Hechucklesandshakeshisheadno

Me:"okay..butwhatifhewantsmetotakeit

off?"

Quinton:"thenyoukeepitreallyclosetoyou"

Me:"okay"

Quinton:"okay..good"

Welookateachotherforawhilehesmiles

faintly,andunlocksthedoorsImakemyway

out

......



HeattacksmewithahugasIgetinside

Lee:"youfinallyback,Iwassoworriedabout

you"

Me:"I'mokayhoney,don'tworry"

Lee:"wherewereyou?Where'sallthestuffyou

bought"

Me:"uhmIdidn'tbuyanythinglove,Ijustgot

caughtuponthecinema,watchedthree

movies,canyouimagine?That'swhyItookso

long"

Lee:"oh,Iforgethowmuchyoulovemovies"

Me:"youknowme"

Hepicksmeupandwesitonthecouchashe

carriesmelikeababyontopofhim

Me:"sotellme,howwasyourfirstsession?"

Lee:"itwasabitscary,butasItalkedmoreitfelt

good"



Me:"wouldyousayitshelping?"

Lee:"mmhitsstillearlytotellbutIdidenjoy

it...that'sastartright?"

Inod

Me:"yesbaby,that'sastart"

Lee:"let'sgofreshenup"

Hetakesmetothebathroomwestripnaked

andtakeashowertogether,itwasinnocent..I

guesstodayisoneofthosefewluckydays

wherewedon'thavesex

Wecuddleinbedafewminuteslaterhe'sdead

asleep

Ibringthebraceletandwhispertoit

"Goodnight"

Ismiletomyself

Iknowheheardme

ManythoughtspassmymindbeforeIfell



asleep

....

"myvisionscansometimeschange,butIsee

bloodinyourhands.....

....

"Lisa"

...

"becareful"
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IstartleasIopenmyeyestobemetbybrown

tigereyesstaringrightatme

Me(shaky):"Lee....youscaredme"

Isitupandrubmysleepyeyes

Lee:"sorry,didn'tmeantoscareyou"

Me:"that'sokay"

Lee:"ohImadeyoubreakfast"

Hetakesthetrayfromthesidebedtable

Me:"thankyou,that'ssosweetofyou"

Lee:"IknowIhavebeenamonsterlately,Imean

lookatyou,youusedtobesobeautiful"



Excuseme?Didhesay'usedtobe'sonowI'm

ugly

Wellitshe'sfault

Me:"oh..."

Lee:"Ididn'tdoitonpurposekhanya...Idon't

knowwhatcameoverme,Ireallydoloveyou

andIhatemyselfforthis"

Me:"maybeweshouldn'thavesexfora

while,justuntilyoumakeprogressthroughyour

therapysessions,sothatIalsogettimetoheal"

Helooksatmeirritated

Lee:"youmakeitsoundasifI'mcrazy"

Me:"younotcrazybabe...itsjustyouhave

angerissues,whenyougetangryitslike

everythingaroundyoushutsoffandyoujust

wannakilltheenemy"

Lee:"Idon'thaveangerissuesLisa!"

Me:"butyoushoutingatmerightnowandI'm



talkingnicelytoyou"

Lee:"youbackchattingmenow?"

Me:"backchatting?WhyyoutreatingmelikeI'm

yourchild"

Lee:"youmakingmeangryLisa!"

Me:"youthinkyoutheonlyoneinthisworldwho

getsangry?WellIgetangrytoobutyoudon't

seemebeatingyouup"

Heclencheshisjawandgavemeathreatening

eye

Lee:"watchyourtonebabygirl...Iwokeupina

goodmood,let'skeepitthatway,wedon'twant

towakeupthesleepingbeast"

IkeepmymouthshutbeforeIgetK.Opunch

overmyfreshwounds

Hesighsandwipeshisfacethenlooksatme

withregret

Lee:"I'msorrybaby,Ishouldstopmaking



threatslikethat,I'msoscaredofloosingyou...II

don'tknowIguessI'moverprotectiveinatoxic

way,Iwanttochange,Iwanttotreatyoubetter"

Me:"younotgoingtoloosemeLee,Iloveyou,I

knowyoucanchangeandI'llberighthereto

supportyou..,...youseethis(flashingmyrings

infrontofhisface)....ThismeansI'llbeyours

foreverandevertillthegrave"

Hetakesmyhandandkissesit

Lee:"youanamazingwoman,I'mtooluckyto

haveyouinmylife"

Me:"anddon'tyouforgetthat"

Lee:"itssadIwon'tbespendingthisweekend

withyou"

Me(bitterly):"aawwwhy?"

Lee:"IhavetogotoP.E...Iwasgoingtotakeyou

withbut,Ican't,theycan'tseeyoulikethis"

Wellhehasn'tbeentakingmewithhimwhenhe



goesbackhome,he'dmakeupexcusestohis

familyforme,theydon'tknowhehitsme,maybe

theydobutthewayhe'shidingmeIdon'tthink

so,I'dstayherealoneandshitscared,I'dlock

myselfindoorsnotevengototheshopuntilhe

getsback,becauseofmysoreandbruised

body....nowitwillbethefirsttimehe'slivingme

sincethestalkercameintomylifeandI'mreally

panicking!!

Me:"youcan'tleavemealonehere"

Lee:"aawwbabe,pleasedon'tmakemefeel

bad,Ialreadyhavetostayabitlongerthere

mightcomebackMondayorTuesday"

Me:"buttheweekendendsSunday"

Lee:"Iknow....butthere'salotthatneedstobe

done"

Me:"youleavingmealoneinthisbighouse,we

justmovedintothisneighborhood,whatif

someonetriestobreakinwhileI'msleeping?"



Hechuckles

Lee:"thisisthesafestneighborhoodtrustme,no

onewilltrybreakingin....I'llfacetimeyou

everydayanychanceIget,okay?"

Inod

Me:"butitsnotthesamebutitsokay....whatifit

stormsoneofthedays?"

Lee:"therewegowithyourchildishfears...come

onbabygrowsometitieswillyou"

Hethinksmyfearforstormsischildish..itsnot!

Stormsarescary..whydoyouthinktheyuse

themsomuchinhorrormovies?Causethey

scary!

My:"mxm"

Hecomescloserandkissesmylips

Lee:"I'mjoking...Youwilljusthumasongor

something...Itwon'tstormthoughIknowit

won't"



Me:"youcontroltheweathernow?"

Lee:"itwon'tstormlove...nowletmegoget

ready,willyoubeadarlingandpackforme?"

Hesmilesshowingallhisteeth

Ismileback

Me:"sinceyouaskedsonicely"

Hegetsgoandgoesfreshenup,Igoputaway

thefoodhemademethenstartpackinghis

clothesthathe'llneed...Ihearhisphone

vibrate,itsrightonthebedsoitshardtomissit,

IlookaroundbeforetakingitandIseethe

messageinfront..

"Can'twaittoseeyou...I'vebeenabadgirlandI

needtobepunished "-Lulama

IthasapicturebutI'dhavetogointoWhatsApp

andopenthemessagetoseeit.

Ican'tbelievethis...Thisbustardischeatingon

me,allthistime!WithhisEx!AaarrghhIhatehim!



Howcouldhedothistomeaftereverything

he'sputmethroughhestillcheats,whatthe

fuckdoyoucallthat!?

Ithrowhisphonebackonthebed,Ifeelsofilthy

rightnow,thesamedickhefucksmewithisthe

samedickhegoesandmakeslovetohisEx

with

"Thankyousomuchbeautiful"

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmefrombehindand

kissesmycheek,thengoesandlotions,Isiton

thebedandwatchthishandsomeJerkdressup

IfhewasagoodpersonI'dprobablybedrooling

causenolietheguyhasitallbutitjustdisgusts

meall.

Hegrabshisphoneandlooksatit,hesmilesto

himselfthenbiteshislip

Ilookdownandhisdickisbulging...wow,Idon't

evenknowwhythishurts



CoulditbethatIwasstartingtosettleandget

usedtohimtoactuallytryandlovehimsinceI

knewIwasstuckwithhimforever...Iwaseven

startingtodomoreresearchonbondagejust

soIcansometimesurprisehim,butthat'snever

gonnahappenanymore.

Lee:"okaybabeIreallyhavetorun...begoodfor

meokay?"

Inod

Hekissesmyforehead

Lee:"don'tsulkphelaeehh"

Hepecksmylips

Lee:"takecare...I'mjustaphonecallaway,ifyou

needanything"

Me:"okay"

Lee:"celaundikhaphekalokubabe"(please

accompanyme)

Iwalkhimtohiscare



Wesayourgoodbyes

Hespeedsoff

Iwaveashedisappearsdowntheroad

Isighlookaround,thisisareallyquiet

neighborhood

Imissthehotel

Thereweremorepeoplethere

IhearadogbarkingIstartleandrunbackinside

thehouse

Ilockallthedoorsandcloseallthewindows

Idosomespringcleaning

Whilelisteningtomusic

That'showIcalmmyselfwhenI'mangryor

scared

ButIcookmorewhenI'mangryorbake

Itreallyhelps,Iwasplayingmusiconskyhigh



WhenIthinkIheardsomethingfallingfromthe

oneoftherooms

IquicklyswitchofftheT.Vandlistencarefully

Ihearnothing,IswitchbackontheT.V

Andcontinuedancingwhilemopping,Iheara

lotofthingsfalling

IswitchofftheT.Vagain,thistimeI'mreally

scared

IholdthemopsteadilyreadyforattackasI

walkslowlytowardstherooms

Me:"who'sthere!?"

IopenthebathroomdoorquicklyasIjump

insidelookingaroundlikeahunterlookingfor

hisprey

Me:"ShowyourselfSatan!....inthenameof

Abraham,Moses,David...JesusChristandallthe

otherpowerfulmenofGodinthebible...Fire!"

Iwalkoutandheadtothebedroomsbutthere's



nothing...Igettoourroom

Me:"IhaveagunandI'mnotafraidtouseit....so

youbetterstayaway!OrIswearI'llshootyou

withouthesitation"

Iwalkslowlytowardsthebathroom

Me:"I'mverydangerousItellyou...Ikilledthe

biggestspideronearthlastweek..Squashedthe

lifeoutofit..thesamewayI'lldotoyouifyou

don'tshowyourself"

Iruninsidethebathroomspinningaroundready

tojumponsomeone,onlytofindabunchof

stuffonthefloor,Isighinrelief,Iforgottoclose

thebathroomwindowanditskindawindy

today,soalltheshowergelsandshampoosfell

fromwheretheystaywhichisoppositethe

window

Iclickmytongueandwalkoutbutmyphone

ringsIturnbackasIwasbythedoor,Itakemy

phoneoutthecharger,itsaprivatenumber



again

Ileaveitanddon'tanswer,,Iputmyphoneon

thecounterasIwasabouttocleanthekitchen...

Itringsagain,stillprivate,Ianswerbutdon't

speak

ThecallerAlsodoesn'ttalk

Me:"who'sthis?"

-silence-

Me:"whatdoyouwantfromme?"

"YouknowexactlywhatIwant"

AScarydeepvoicetalks

Me:"stayawayfrommeyoucrazyperson!"

"Wherearethediamonds,Iknowyouhave

them"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout....Who

areyou?"

"Yourworstnightmare....Iknowyouhome



alonerightnow,youreallythoughtitwasthe

windthatdroppedthosethingsinthebathroom

ofyourbedroom?"

MyphoneslipsfrommyhandsasItremblein

fear

Ifeelmykneesgettingweaker

*doodoodoo!!*

IstartleIfeelmyselfgettingdizzy

Someoneisbythedoor!

Itsthestalker!

*doodoodoo!!!*

Hewigglesthedoorhandletryingtoopen

Ifeeltheurgetopee

Me(skittish):"goaway!!!Stayawayfromme!!"

Thedooropens,IthoughtILockedit

Iscreammylungsoutclosingmyeyes



asIfallonmybutt

againstthekitchencounter

"HELLLLLLLLLLLPPP!!!!!!!!!!!!"

Ifeelstrongarmstouchme

That'swhenIletmybladderrelaxasIwent

numbandwarmliquidgoesdownmythighs

Ijustdiedathousanddeaths...takemenow

Lord!

"Lisa!Itsjustme..Lisa?Lisa!"

Iopenmyeyesandimmediatelyattackhim

withahug

Holdingontohimfordearlifemyheartreadyto

burstthewayitsbeatingsopainfullyagainst

mychest

"ItsonlymeBub...don'tworry,nooneisever

goingtohurtyouagain..Notonmywatch"



IletgoofhimquicklyasIrealisewhatIjustdid

Mycheeksheatupinembarrassment

Iwipemytearsandlookathim

Me:"I'msoreliveditsyou"

Quinton:"youleftthedoorunlocked"

Me:"IreallythoughtIlockedit"

Quinton:"whenwereyougoingtotellmeyou

haveastalker?Afterhekillsyou?"

Me:"Ididn'twanttoworryyou"

Quinton:"youstilldon'tgetitdoyou?"

Ishrug

Quinton:"themoreIknow,themoreI'llbeable

toprotectyou,youhavetostophidingthings

frommenow"

Me:"gotit...I'lltellyoueverythingfromnowon"

Quinton:"that'sagoodgirl,nowcome,wehave

alottotalkabout,regardingthisstalker"



HegetsupandtriestohelpmeupbutIrefuse

Quinton:"getup"

Ishakemyheadandpressmylegstighter

together

HetriestopullmeagainbutIstandmyground...

OrshouldIsaysitmygroundfirmly

Me:"uhmpleasecloseyoureyes"

Quinton:"stopmessingaroundLiss"

Me:"whosaidyoucancomeinanyway,youjust

letyourselfinhere.....getout,knockuntilItell

youtocomein...wheredidyouleaveyour

mannersboy!"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"standup"

Ifoldmyarmsandshakemyhead

Me:"No!"

Ipoutmylips



Quinton:"getupLiss"

Me:"No..getoutfirst"

Helooksatmewarningly

Quinton(firmly):"Lisa"

Me(shakeyfirm):"Quinton"

Quinton:"Up"

Me:"No!"

Quinton:"Now"

Me:"No"

Quinton:"don'tmakememakeyou"

Ishakemehead

Me:"m.m"

HegrabsmebymyarmsnextthingIknowI'm

onmyfeet,thewarmliquidcontinuesleaving

myvjdownmylegs.Ilookathimandhis

lookingdownaghast...Iseehisfacechanging

asifhe'stryingtoholdinhislaughter



Me:"mxm,asifyou'veneverpeedyourpants

before!!"

...IstormoffIhearhimlaughbehindme...

Arrrrghhgnfuckenjnfmnfuckenmmcmmcjfucken

jdkbhvscjjkdkdnthisissoembarrassing!
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(SHORT)

.

Me:"onlystartedthreedaysago"

Quinton:"youshould'vetoldmeyesterday"

Me:"Iwasalreadytoooverwhelmedbythe

apologiesandandforgvies"

Quinton:"forgivies?"

Me:"I'mtrynarhymeheresogowiththeflow"

Quinton:"yeahIforgot,you'vealwaysbeengood

atthose,"

Herollshiseyes

Quinton:"anywaybacktothepoint,givemeyour

phonesoIcantryhackthatnumber"

Me:"butitsaprivatenumber"

Quinton:"Icanstillhackit"



Igivehimmyphone

Me:"makesureyoubringitbackbeforethis

weekendends"

Quinton:"itwillonlytakeafewhours,I'lldoit

later"

Me:"okay"

Isigh

Me:"canyoustaywithmeuntillatewhenI'm

alseepI'mreallyscared,thispersonisaround

heresomewhere"

Quinton:"don'tworry,that'swhyI'mheretogive

youcompanywhileyourhusbandisaway"

Me:"wait,howdidyou?....ooohhhthebracelet..I

guessthat'showyouknewaboutthestalker

too"

Henods

Me:"Quinton?"



Quinton:"Lisa?"

Me:"wherehaveyoubeen...pleasetellme"

Quinton:"IwasinTimbuktu"

Me:"Timbuktu?AsinMali?"

Quinton:"isthereanotherTimbuktu?AnywayI

wasthere,there'sahideoutwehavelocated

there,whereitsnoteasyforanyonetotraceme

orhackme"

Me:"soyou'vebeentherethewholetime?",

Quinton:"No...afterthreemonthsIknewthe

Johnsonshavestoppedlookingformehad

thembelieveIwasdead"

Me:"Notonlythem..youhadmetoo"

Quinton:"sorrybutitwasforthebest"

Me:"sowhataboutschool?Howdidyouwrite

theexams"

Quinton:"thebenefitsofbeingclosewiththe



deanwouldamazeyou"

Me:"soyouusedtothesethings..goingon

hideouts,disappearingformonths??Notletting

anyoneknowwhereyouare,whatyou

eating,howyousleeping,whatyouup

to...nothing"

Quinton:"Ithoughtyoudidn'twanttoknowall

that,youtoldmetostayawayfromyousoI

didn'tthinkitwould'vebotheredyouthatmuch"

Me:"ofcauseitbotheredmeQuinton,Iloveyou

anddespitewhatIsaidyouknewIloveyouno

matterwhat"

Quinton:"really?Causeyoureallycould've

fooledme"

Igasp

Me:"soyoustillmadatme"

Quinton:"movingon....looktomorrowI'llbe

headingdowntoP.EhaveawordwithMr



Johnson,I'llgethimtoterminatethe

contract....Icapturedoneofthegirlsthatworks

forhim,madeherdoavideotalkingaboutall

thedirtybusinessdealinghedoes,alsohad

someonewatchinghim,havelotsofpicturesof

himdoinghisdirtywork...youwannasee?"

Iclearmythroatandswallowthebiglump

Me:"yeahsure"

Hetakesouthisphoneandwegothroughthe

picturesIwasshockedtoseeoneofthem

diggingaholeandsomepullingabigplastic

thatlookedlikethere'ssomeoneinit

Me:"that'senough,I'veseenenough"

Quinton:"theyevil,Ireallyunderestimatedthem,

wecouldbeinmoredangerthanwethink"

Ifeelmyselfsweating,thesepeoplecankillme

anytimetheywantandnoonewillknow

Me:"isMncedisiinvolvedinallthis?"



Quinton:"Yes,hetakescareofsomethings,his

brotherLwaziismorehandson"

Me:"whydotheykillpeople?"

Quinton:"rememberItoldyouhowmydad

taughtmetodealwiththeenemy?"

Me:"yeah"

Quinton:"that'salsohowtheydealwiththeir

enemiesandthreats"

Me:"andnowIhavesomethingtheywantwhich

makesmetheenemy"

Quinton:"andI'mheretoprotectyou,sothey

can'tdothat"

Me:"whichmakesyouthethreat"

Henods

Isighandrelaxmyselfonthecouch

Iputmylegsonhimandherubsmyfeet

"Mmhm"



Quinton:"youstilllovefootrubs"

Me:"whodoesn't?"

Helaughs

Me:"Imissedyourfunnylaugh"

Quinton:"whatyoutrynasayaboutmylaugh"

Me:"Noooothing"

Me:"so...doyouthinklike...wecouldbetogether

again?"

IclosemyeyestightasIawaitforhisresponse

Quinton:"Idon'tknowLisa"

Despiteeverythingthat'sbeengoingon,that's

thescariestthingI'veeverheard

Me:"so...wecan't?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknowLisa.....Ireallydon't

know"

Isitupandfacehim



Me:"Ithoughtyouforgaveme?"

Quinton:"Ihave....butIhaven'tforgotten"

Me:"I'msurewecanstillfixthings"

Quinton:"canwenotdothisnow..rightnowI'm

justheretoprotectyou"

Me:"nothingmore"

Quinton:"nothingmore"

Thatstings

Me:"whatdoIhavetodotofixit?"

Quinton:"fixwhat?"

Me:"yourbrokenheart..whatdoIhavetodoto

fixit?"

Quinton:"Ithinkweshouldjustfocusongetting

yououtofthismessfornow"

Me:"butQuinton..Imissyou,Iwanttokissyou,I

wanttofallasleepinyoursafearms,Iwantto

wakeupnextyoueverymorning,Iwantto



watchyouwhenyousleeping,Iwanttoshare

thedeepestdesiresofmyheartwithyou,Iwant

totellyoueverydayhowmuchIloveyou,IIwant

tospendthe......."

Itrailoff

Quinton:"Iwantthattoo....butLisayoubroke

myheart,itsnoteverydayoronceinawhileIget

myheartbrokenlikethat,youthefirstgirlI've

everinvestedmyfeelingson,andyouthefirstto

hurtmethismuch,Idon'tthinkI'mreadytobein

aseriousrelationship"

Me:......

Quinton:"thepastsixmonthshavebeenthe

mostmiserablemonthsofmylife,ifweget

backtogetherIknowhowmuchitwillhurtifwe

weretofightorlooseyouagain,Ican'tgo

throughthatagain"

Me:"pleasegivemeasecondchance?"



Quinton:......

Quinton:"IneedsometimeLisa,it'lltaketime"

Me:"howmuchtime?"

Heshrugs

Me:"Quinton,we'vealreadywastedsomuch

timefrombeingtogether,firstwewerefriends

andwehidourrealfeelingstowardseach

other,thenweconfessedandthingsatthattime

werealreadycomplicated,whichdidn'tgiveusa

chancetobetogether,thenyoudisappearfora

wholesixmonthsthatwasevenmoretime

apart....ourlivesareingreatdanger,I'mafraidif

wewasteAnymoretime,wemightnevergetthe

chancetobetogethereveragain...Idon'tknow

howmanytimeshadMncedisialmostkilled

me,everydayI'dliveinfearwonderingifcould

todaybethelastdayofmylife?Whatscared

memostwasdyingandnevergettingthe

chancetoatleastapologise,thechanceof



beingwithyou....wedon'tknowwhattomorrow

holds,Imightdieanytime,there'speopleafter

myblood.....howmuchmoretimedoyouneed

Quinton,(softly)foryoutorealisethere'sno

moretimetowaste?

Helooksatmeforawhilethendropshiseyes

Me(sighs):"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoput

pressureonyou...I'llgiveyouallthetimeyou

need"

Quinton:....

Me:"let'sgetonwiththathacking...Iwantto

knowwho'sthatstalker"

Quinton:"right"

Hepresseshisphoneanddoessomehacking

things

.......hourslater.........

Ifeelsomeoneshakeme

Quinton:"Lisawakeup"



Me(sleepy):"mmh"

Quinton:"getupyouhavetoseethis"

Ilazilysitupandsluggishlygazeathim

Me:"whatisit?"

Quinton:"Ifoundwhothestalkeris"

Me:"who?"

Quinton:"youwon'tbelievethis"

Me:"spititoutalready"

Quinton:.......

Me:........

Quinton:"its............(puzzled)...Yonela"

Me(puzzled)?

.

.

.



.

tobecontinued
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LISA

Me:"excuseme?"



Quinton:"Ican'tbelievethis...itsactuallyher"

Me:"I'mcallingher"

Quinton:"okaybutcallheronhernormal

number"

Me:"waitbutwhatdoIsaytoher?"

Quinton:"justtellhertocomeover"

Me:"okay"

Isearchforhernumber

Me:"itsringing"

"Ifitisn'tmahomegirl"

Me:"heyyou!Estrangedfriend"

"GirlI'vejustbeenbusy,andyouhardlywanna

goout"

Me:"wellalothasbeengoingoninmylifeI

don'tevengettimetogoout"

"Andthat'swhymarriageissonotforme"



Me:"youknowifitwereuptome,we'dbe

somewhereshakingourassesoff"

Heclearshethroat

Yonela(laughing):"GoshImissyou"

Me:"welltodayisyourluckydaythen...I'mhome

alone,pleasecomeover"

Yonela:"really?...Okay!I'llberightthere"

Me:"okaygoodjustletme......

Tititishehangsup

Quinton:"she'scoming?"

Me:"yeah...butdoyouknowwhat'sstrange?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"wemovedhereamonthagoandshe's

nevervisitedmehere"

Quinton:"soshedoesn'tknowwhereyoustay"

Me:"No,I'venevertoldher,justtoldherwe

movedfromthehotel,butdidn'ttellherto



where"

Quinton:"wellifshegetsherewithoutasking

fordirections..That'llbeourfirstpoofthatshe

isindeedthestalker"

Me:"Ihopesheasksforthem"

Quinton:"Ineverexpectedthis..(chuckles)..At

all"

Me:"Ijustwishthisisalljustabaddream"

Quinton:"ohthisshitisrealbaby"

Afewminuteslateracallcomesthrough

Me:"Heybabe"

"Openup,I'mhere"

Me:"okaylove"

Igooutsidethenpresstheremoteshecomes

inwithaveryniceAudia4

Howdidsheaffordthat?

Shegetsoutandcatwalksherwaytowardsthe



houseasshelockshercar

Imeetherhalfwayandweshareahug

Yonela:"mmmhmissedyousomuch"

Me:"missedyoumore"

Webreakthehugandheadinside,Ilockthe

doorandkeepthekeysinmypocket

Ifollowhertothesittingroom

Yonela(shocked):"Quinton!?"

Shelookslikeshejustsawaghost

Yonela:Whatareyoudoinghere?IImeanyou

stillalive?"

Quinton:"wellhellotoyoutooNella..itsgoodto

seeyou,howhaveyoubeen?"

Yonela:"I'mI'mgood...Ithoughtyouwere

dead?"

Me:"theydonotcallhimdiehardfornothing"

Quinton:"uhmtheydonotcallmediehardLiss"



IlaughasIsitdown

Me:"takeaseatgirl"

Shereluctantlysitsdownstillintotalshock,

exactlyhowIwaswhenIsawhimatthemall

Me:"Iknowgirlthatwasmyexactreaction"

Yonela:"butbutthat'simpossible....Theyshot

you?"

Quinton:"whoever'syoursourceforrumors

gotstogetstheirfactsrights"

Ilaughatthewayhesaidthat

Me:"Ithinkweshouldjustbehappyhe'shere

right?"

Shenodsunsurely

Yonela:"yeaah....welcomeback..Iguess"

Quinton(smiling):"itsgoodsbesbacks"

Me:"okaydude..youbetterstoptalkinglikethat

now"



Hechuckles

Yonela(fakelaughs):"seeyoustillcrazy"

Quinton:"waymorecrazierthanevernow"

Hesaysinabitofathreateningway

Me:"Right!Soanythingtodrink?Juice,water,

wine,whiskeyorbeer?"

Yonela:"Juiceisfineforme"

Me:"yousure?Causethere'splentyoftheother

stuff(winks)"

Yonela:"juicefornowfriend"

Me:"okaythen..Quinton?"

Quinton(lookingintenselyatyonela):"Icould

usesomethingstronger"

Me:"whiskeyitis"

Iwalkoutwithonelookingattheotherthreat

fullywhiletheotherlooksguilty,IpourJuice

andwhiskeythenserveittothem,Itakeabottle



ofbeerformyselfasIjoinedthemstillatthe

positionIleftthem

Me:"whoayonelafeelathomegirl,relax,takeoff

theshoes,throwyourlegsonthecouch,geez

yousostiff"

Quinton:"lookslikesheneedsthismorethanI

do"

Hesaysashegulpsdownhiswhiskey

Itakeasipofmybeerlookingather,shelooks

nervous

Me:"ayiboIalmostforgottoaskyaz...howdid

youfindyourwayhere,causelikeI'vebeen

waitingforyoutoaskmeforlocationbutdololo

nowyouhere?"

Shechuckles

Me(jokingly):"ayifriendsuhlekandi'serious

ingabekantisowuyandistalker?"(don'tlaugh

friendI'mserious,I'dswearyoustalkingme?)



Wealllaughbutweallknownooneisreally

laughinghere

Quinton(laughing):"that'dbecrazy"

Yonela(laughing):"Likereallynow?"

Me:"okayjokesaside...howdidyoufindyour

way?"

Quinton:"yeahI'mcurious"

Shegulpsdownherjuiceinonego

Yonela:"oh...there'sthisonetimeIwas

planningoncomingtocheckonyou..youknow

meandsurprisevisitssoIaskedMncedisito

sendmethelocationandhedidbutIendedup

notcomingthattime,whensomethingcameup"

Me:"oohhhIsee,shameIwould'velovedthat

surprisevisit"

Quinton:"whatcameup?"

Yonela:"huh?"



Quinton:"youcouldn'tmakeit,somethingcame

up....whatcameup?"

He'snowveryserious

Yonela:"oh..somethingpersonal"

Me:"ohmy..whathappened?Itmust'vebeen

serious"

Yonela:"Noitwasn'tthatseriousreallyjust

momwantedtocomecheckonmesoIhadto

gofetchher"

Me:"ohokay...Youshould'vetoldme,Iwould've

lovedtoseeher"

Yonela:"itwasoneofthoseunexpectedvisits"

Me:"oh"

Yonela:"yeah,butdon'tworrynexttimeshe

comesI'mcallingyouover"

Me:"ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyou....ayibo

girlyoudidn'ttellmeyougotameanmachine!"



Yonela:"ohthatoldthing"

Me:"oldthing!?tshini!galyouforgottomention

thatyouarestinkingrich!?"

Yonela:"itsanearlybirthdaygiftfrommyolder

brouJongaboughtitforme,itsactuallya

secondhand"

Me:"butitsbeautifulandinverygood

condition..wowsohe'sbusinessmustbedoing

verywell"

Yonela:"itis"

Me:"mmh"

*tensesilence*

Yonela:"ohmy..whathappenedtoyoureye?"

Me:"oh,thislittlething..Ibumpedintoapole..you

knowclumsyme"

Quintonclencheshisjawshe'sveinsintheside

ofhisforeheadpopout



Yonela:"yohmylove...askiestjoitlooksso

painful"

Me:"yeahitisbutthepillsarehelping"

Heclearshisthroat

Quinton:"aren'tyougoingtotellheraboutthat

thingyoutoldme?"

WelookateachotherIlookbackatthecurious

Yonela

Yonela:"whatthing?"

Me(sighs):"well...forthepastthreedaysweird

thingshavebeengoingon"

Yonela:"weirdthings?"

Me:"yeah....theygotmereallyscared,girlIsleep

withoneeyeopen"

Sheadjustsherselfbutstilllooks

uncomfortable



Me:"I'vebeengettingthesethreatening

messagesonmyphonefromanunknown

number..Andrandomcallsfromaguywitha

scarydeepvoice,threateningtotakemylife,ifI

don'tgivehimwhathewants..hewasevenhere

earlier...ohGod,friend...Ihaveastalker...I'mso

terrifiedIdon'tknowwhatthispersonwants

fromme"

Atearescapesmyeye

Yonela:"yohthat'shecticbabe...whatcouldthis

personpossiblywantfromyou?Maybehehas

somekindofobsessionforyou,Imeanyou

beautiful,probablyissomeweirdowholoves

youbutcan'ttellyou?"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"buthewantsdiamondsthatIdon'tknow

of?"

Yonela:"diamonds?Ayibodoyouownsome

kindavaluablejewelry?"



Me:"notthatIknowof?...arghthisisjusta

mess,Idon'tknowwhattodo...I'mjustgladI

havetheonlytwopeopleIloveandtrustwith

myallherewithme...youguysarethebest,the

greatestgiftGodhasevergivenme"

Ismileatthemwithtearsrunningdownmy

faceastheylookatmewithpity

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatI'ddoify'allweretoturn

y'allbacksonme...(looksatyonela)..Orbetray

me..Idon'tthinkI'dsurvive"

Yonela:"II'malwayshereforyou..I'dneverever

turnmybackonyou,orbetrayyou"

Shecomestowardsmeandsitsnexttome

thenweshareahug

Quinton:"really?"

Shelooksathimperplexed

Quinton:"I'dkeepmymouthshutifIwereyou"

Yonela:"wwhatare....what'sgoing....What'sare



yousaying?"

Iremoveherarmsfromme,shegoesbackto

herseat,welookatherintensely

Quinton:"enoughwiththeplayingdumb

act,nowweallknowwhat'sgoingonhere,so

whydon'tyoujuststarttalking?"

Yonela(incomprehensibly):"uhm..I'mlost?"

Me:"letmefindyou...Ihaveastalker,Itold

Quinton,hehackedhe'snumber,turnsoutthe

hewasactuallyashe,andthatshewas.....you"

Quinton:"soifIwereyouI'dstarttalkingbefore

itgetsugly"

Yonela:"ayiguystheremustbesomekindof

mistake..(chuckles)..Imeanitdoesn'tmake

anysense?...Me??Whyandwhatwould

possiblymakemedothat?"

Me:"wewerehopingyou'dtellus"

Quinton:"pleasetrynottowasteanymore



time....andtalk"

Shelooksatmeremorsefully,thenlooksat

Quinton,youwouldn'tmissthefearonherface

Me:"lookbabe...justtellmeeverything,howdo

youknowaboutthediamondsandwhydoyou

wantthemsobad?"

Quinton:"causenooneisleavingthishouse

untilweknowthetruth"

Ilookathim.OkaynowI'mevenscaredofhim

andIdidnothingwrong,thechilledyet

dangerouslookonhimrightnow,ifIwere

YonelaIwouldn'twasteanymoretime,Ilook

backather,yepIcanliterallysmellherfear

Yonela:"II'msorry....

Shesayslookingatme

Yonela:"theysaidifIdon'tdothisthey'dcome

aftermyfamilyandmakemewatchasthey



killedthem,thenthey'dcomeafterme...they

saidIshouldtrybyallmeanstogetthe

diamondsfromyou,sinceI'myourbestfriend

you'dtrustmeandtellmewheretheyare,butI

didn'twanttodoitpersonallycauseIdidn't

wantyoutoevensuspectitwasme,soI

decidedtodoitasastalkerinstead...

Shebreaksdownintotears

Yonela:"I'mnottheoneafterthem...

Me:"IknowitstheJohnsons"

Yonela:"yes!...wait..Howdidyouknow?..Imean

theyareverycertainyoudon'tknowanything"

Quinton:"causetheyarecrackbrained..."

Me:"isthatall?Whatyou'vetoldmeis

everything?"

Shenodsunsurely

Quinton:"Idon'tlikemakingthreatsYonela

causeminealwayscometrue,soyoubettersay



whateverthat'sstuckonyourlittlethroat,ifyou

don'twanttoleavethishousewithoutyour

throat"

Hesidesmileslookingatherdeepinhereyes

Ihearherswallow

Yonela:"theysaidifIfailthistask,theycoming

foryourmotherLisa"

Myheartskipsathousandbeats,theycan'tdo

that,she'sliterallythelastfamilyIhave

QuintonandIlookateachotherwithconcern

Me(whispers):"Quinton"

Quinton:"Notonmywatch"

Yonela:"theyalwaysseemtoknoweverythingI

doandsay,theyprobablyknowwhat'sgoingon

rightnow"

Quintongetsupandstripsyonelanaked....TF?

Me:"whatareyoudoing?"



Quinton:"theymusthavespycamerasonher

body"

Hemakesherstandupstraightthengetsreally

closetoherwithhishandsaroundherneckas

ifhe'ssearchingforsomething,he'sjusttoo

closeifyouaskme,theirbodiesaretouching,I

feelapangofjealousy.

OnceaponatimeIalsousedtohaveabeautiful

spotlesssexybody

Quinton:"gotit"

Hepullsoutsometinycamerathencomes

towardmeandsitsbesidemeIhearyonela

breathout...hedoessomethingtoit

Me:"whatare.....

Heshushesme

Quinton:"okaynowyoucantalk"

Me:"whatwereyoudoingtoit?"

Quinton:"Ijustdisenabledit"



Me:"whydon'tyoujustdestroyit"

Quinton:"No,Ihaveabetterplan"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"I'lltakethissomewherewith

me,enableitagain,makeitsoundasthough

Yonelahasbeenkidnappedandkilled..thenI

destroyit"

Me:"butdidn'ttheyalreadyheareverythingwe

said,likewenowknowwhothestalkeris?"

Quinton:"Naahhedoesn'tcheckuponherat

thishour,heonlygetsbackhomeaftereight

thencheckseverythingshe'sbeendoing

throughouttheday...soI'vedeletedfromwhen

shegotacallfromyoutoupuntilnow"

Isigh

Me:"thankGodyou'vealsobeenkeepingtabs

onhim"

Quinton:"hethinkshe'ssmart...I'llshowhim



smart"

Me:"ohQ...I'dbedeadmeatwithoutyou,thank

you,foreverything"

Hesmilesthenbrushesmycheek

Quinton:"yes,yesyouwould"

HechucklesIlaughandrollmyeyes

Me:"andtheEgoisback"

ForasecondthereIthoughthe'dsay

somethingmeaningful,ayithisidiot

Me:"Yonela.....youmybestfriend,youshould've

toldme,regardless,wewould'vemadeaplan"

Yonela:"youdon'tunderstandLisa,thosepeople

arescary,theyplacetheytookmewhenthey

kidnappedmewasthemosthorrificwithdead

bodieslyingeverywhere...trustme,you'dthink

twicebeforedoublecrossingthem,andnow

they'llcomeafterme"

Quinton:"don'tworry,theywon'ttouchyou,Igot



you"

Yonela:"really?"

Henods

Shejumpsonhimassheattackshimwitha

hug

Yonela:"thankyouthankyouthankyouso

much!!"

Quinton(laughing):"yeah..youwelcome"

Hegentlypushesheraway...Idon'tknowwhy

amIfeelingthisway,Imeanshe'slesbian,well

she'sbisexual...OhGodthisisnotimetobe

jealous..Gosh!...

ItsjustI'vebeendyingtojumponhimsincehe

gotback,butIguessthosedaysareover

Quinton:"okayguys...Ihavetogosortoutthis

killingYonelathing....soletmegetgoing"

Yonela:"socanIgobacktomyapartment?"



Quinton:"No!Youcannot,that'sthefirstplace

they'lllookforyoubeforetheybelieveyoureally

dead...noonemustknowwhereyouareuntil

thiswholethingblowsoff"

Yonela:"sowherewillIgo?"

Quinton:"you'llcomestaywithme"

Me:"pardon?"

Quinton:"yeah,theywon'tcometome,Ican

protectherbetterwhenshe'sclosetome"

OkayIcan'thideitanymoreI'mangry,sothey'll

besleepingunderthesameroof?Together?

Alone?OhNo!...IknowQuintonandhe'slovefor

punani,whatifhegoesbacktohisold

ways,wherehecouldn'tresistanygirlthat

throwsherselfathim..hecan'tevenreadwhen

agirlisflirting!...NonoIshouldstopfeelingthis

way,Itrusthim,Itrusthimwithmyall,he'dnever

dothat,deepdownIknowhestilllovesme,I

shouldjustgivehimhe'sspaceandstopacting



likeabitch

Me:"oh...okay..andI'mjuststuckhereinthe

lion'sden"

Quinton:"don'tworry,they'llterminatethe

contract,you'llgetadivorceandyou'llbefree"

Me(disappointed):"yeahIguessso"

Quinton:"whatImmaneedyoutodo,isgoback

hometomorrow,lookforthediamondsand

comebackwiththem"

Me:"Alone?..whatifsomeoneisfollowingme?"

Hesighs

Quinton:"mmhokayI'llgowithyou,thenit'll

havetobethedayaftertomorrow"

Hestandsup

Quinton:"letmegosortthisoutI'llbebackina

fewhours"

Hekissesmyforeheadthenheadstowardsthe



door,Ifollowhimwiththekeysandopenforhim,

Iholdhisarm

Me:"pleasebecarefulQ"

Helooksintomyeyesforawhile

Quinton:"Iwill"

Hemakeshiswayout

*********

QUINTON

THENEXTDAY



Imakemywayinsidetheconferenceroom,I

standbythedoorasIwatchthemtryingto

wrestlemylawyerwho'stellingthemto

terminatethecontract

MrJohnson:"That'sneverhappening,Mr

MthethwaandIhadadeal,thiscontractcan

onlybeterminatedoncehisdaughterpasses

away,thenitwillbeofnouse...butfornow,she

belongstousweownher,soyoucanforget

aboutthat,she'snotgoinganywhere"

Lawyer:"MrJohnson,youdon'twantustotake

thistocourtdoyou?"

MrJohnson:"thelawisonmyside"

Mncedisi:"thecontractwaslegallybindingso

whetheryoutakeustocourt,nothingwillhelp

you"

"Iwouldn'tbesosureifIwereyou"



AlleyesturnuptolookatmeasImakemyway

in,Ipullachairoutnexttomylawyer

Theylookatmeasiftheyjustseeinga

ghost,whichtechnicallyfromtheirpointof

viewstheyare.

Me:"whoacloseyourmouthmncencenceIcan

seelastnightsdinner"

Ipinchmynose

Me:"shiiiIcansmellittoo"

MrJohnson:"whwhat...whwhen...

Me:"whatwhenhuh?Iseeyoustarter

now...comeon,askaway"

Mnce:"yousupposedtobedead"

Lawyer:"andhowwouldyouknowso?Cause

myclientwasneverdeclareddead?"

Theylookateachother

Ilaughdeviously



Me:"didn'ttheytellyou..I'mJesusParttwo

baby!BeholdtheresurrectionofChrist.....Part

Two!"

IlaughandMisslawyerjoinsme

Theylookatmeirritated

Me:"okayokay....beforey'allsendmetoGodfor

himtoforgiveyouforyour

sins....(vigorously)...whydon'twegetdownto

realbusiness?"

MrJohnson:"howlonghaveyoubeenback?"

Me:"Imustsayy'allreallynotthesmartest

gangsteraround,ImeanI'vebeenbackfor

almostthreemonthsnow"

Mnce:"what!Impossible!"

Me:"youshouldratherkeepyourmouthshut

youwomanabuser"

Helooksatmewithangerandhisnose

twitching



Me:"now,Icameheretomakeagenerousdeal

withyou,eventhoughy'alldon'tdeservemy

generosity"

MrJohnson:"wedon'tmakedealswiththe

O'Brien's"

Me:"Isuggestyoureconsiderthatconclusion

...that'sify'alldon'twanttospendlifeinjailor

startaverymessywar"

MrJohnson:"I'mnothearingit..I'moutofhere"

Hegetsup

Me:"sityouroldassdown!"

Helooksatmethenatmylawyerthensits

down

Me:"good..nowasIwassayingaboutmy

generousself...youwillterminatewhatever

contractyousignedwithMrMthethwawith

immediateeffect"

Mnce:"what'sinitforyou?"



Quinton:"youjustcan'tkeepitshutcanyouboy?

Daddynevertaughtyoumanner?...patience

man"

Mnce:"justgettothepoint!"

Me(chuckles):"Iknowyoudidnotjustraiseyour

voiceatmeniggar?...listenhereMncesishior

whateveryournameis....watchyourselfwhen

youaddressme....I'mnotLisakhanyanoramI

yourfuckbuddy....understood?"

Helooksatmefilledwithangerveinspopping

outwithatwitchingeye

Me:"now..ify'alldothis..Iwon'tsendy'alltojail

andhavemymenkillyouthere..orIwon'tgo

intowarwithy'allandkilly'allmyself,either

way..y'allgetkilled....sowhichisitgoingtobe?"

Mnce:"howwillyousendustojail,we'vedone

nothingwrong"

Ilaughindisbelief



Me:"firstofallyouthelastpersonwhoshould

betalkingabout'nothingwrong'youhaveawife

withbruisesandscaresalloverherbody

becauseofyou..."

Hekeepsquiethisfatherlooksathim

disappointed

Me:"ohwait..daddydidn'tknow?ShitIhateto

beabarrierofspillingsecrets..(Ishrug)..wellI

guessnowyouknow"

MrJohnson:"youcan'tsendhimtojail,hehasa

mentaldisorder"

Me:"Icanalwayspunishhimmyownway....oh

there'smore"

Ilookatmylawyer,shenodsandpressesher

laptopthenfacesittothem

Theystareatitpetrified

MrJohnson:"howdidyougetallthis?"

Me:"IammyFather'sson...younevermessed



withtheO'Brien'swhilehewasalive..youthink

youcanmesswiththemnow?..thinkagain"

Theroomfillswithrangeandtensionyoucan

evencutitwithanaxe

Me(smirks):"So....dowehaveourselvesadeal

señoras?"

.

.

.

.

tobecontinued
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LISA

Quinton:"andwehere"

Me:"Ihaven'tbeenheresincethelobola

negotiations...Howembarrassing"

Quinton:"it'snotyourfaultyouhada

controllingabusivehusband"

Me:"hedoesn'tevendeservethetitlehusband"

Quinton:"atleastthecontracthasbeen

terminated"



Me:"allthankstoyou....althoughthiswon'tstop

themfromcomingforme"

Quinton:"Iknow...thosediamondsholdalotof

valueinthem,everyoneisafterthem,aslongas

youhavethem,you'llneverbesafe"

Me:"andifyouhavethem?..youwon'tbesafe

too"

Quinton:"don'tworryaboutme,Icantakecare

ofmyself"

Me:"whethertheybyyouorme...I'llstillbein

dangerbecauseI'mpartofyourlife"

Quinton:"Iknow"

Me:"letgetinside...itsbestifyouhavethem,I

wantnothingtodowiththemanymore,they

holdtoomuchevil"

Quinton:"let'sgogetthem"

Heunlocksthedoorandweheadtowardsthe

house,Iknockbutnooneopens



Me:"maybeshe'sbytheroundhouse"

IattempttogobutIseehercomingtowardsus

carryingabucketwhichhasmilliescorn,looks

likeshewasfeedingherchickens..momloves

chickens,shealwaysusedtoslaughteronevery

endoftheyearwhenIpassandI'dgetthe

biggestpiece,quarterleg...I'dfeelliketheboss

oohhyeah

Mom:"Molweni"(hello)

Me:"Molomah"(heymom)

Quinton:"Ewemolomah..unjani?"(hey

mom,howareyou?)

Shefreezesassoonashereyeslandon

Quinton,thisisthefirsttimeshe'smeetinghim

Mom(astonished):"You!?"

Welookatherconfused,welookateachother

thenbackather

Mom:"you...murderer"



Me:"mah...Ithinkyouconfusinghimto

someoneelse"

Mom(quivering):"you...MrO'Brien?..Youkilled

myhusband"

Welookateachotheranxiously...Iguessmom

ismistakinghimtohisdad,whydoeshehave

tolooksomuchlikehisfather!?They

practicallylooklikethesameperson

Me:"mah...calmdown"

Mom:"calmdown?Calmdown?Whatdoeshe

wanthere?"

Me:"Mah..ThisisQuinton,theguyItoldyou

about,remember?"

Sheshakesherhead

Mom:"Nonothiscan'tbehim"

Me:"momcanyouletusinsowecanexplain?"

Mom:"nankuusatanezonndilingakwam!"(the

devilmustbetestingme!)



Sheopensthedoorandweheadinside

IlookaroundasIseealotofchangehasbeen

madeawholelottaupgrade,butIguessthisis

notthetimetoask...wesitbythebrandnew

couchesinthenewlydecoratedloungewith

brandnewfurniture,Iseethelobolamoney

cametogooduse

Me:"Mah,thisisnotRinaldo....thisisQuinton"

Mom:"hisson"

Mom:"yourfatherkilledmyhusband"

Ilookathimhislookingatmomwithpleading

eyes

Quinton:"MrsMthethwa.....Isincerelyapologise

for....

Mom(agitated):"apologise!?Youapologise?

What'sthatgoingtosolvehuh?Willitbring

backmyhusband?Willit!?"

Quinton(humbly):"Nomah,itwon't"



Mom:"whateverdidmyhusbandeverdotoyour

father,whatkindsofcreulevilmankillsanother

maninfrontofhisfamilyhuh?"

Idon'tunderstandwhymomisshoutingat

Quinton,hedidnothingwrong,hewasn'teven

there,hewasstillyoung

Quintonhashisheadboweddowntakingitall

in

Mom:"nikhohlakele,nonkeNina,niyimigulukudu

njeengalunganganihambanibulalaifamilies

zabantu(y'allevil,allofyou,y'allabunchof

ruthlessthugswhoareuptonogood,y'allgo

aroundkillingpeople'sfamilies)doesthat

satisfyy'allhuh?Isthathowy'allmakeyour

richesfromotherpeople'ssufferingand

blood!?"

"THAT'SENOUGH!STOPALREADY!"

Iburstout,I'vehadit,ifQuintonisnotgoingto

standupforhimselfI'lldoitforhimIjustcan't



watchmomhurtinghimlikethisandhe'sjust

toohumbleformyliking

Mom(warningly):"Lisakhanya!hlukana!

awungenindawo"(stopit,thisdoesn'tconcern

you)

Me:"Nomom,youhavetostop,Thisisnot

Quinton'sfault,itsnothisfaultthathewas

raisedbyanevilman,he'shereongoodterms

tryingtobeabettermanthanhisfather,Doyou

knowhowmanytimesthismanhassavedmy

life?Thisguyrightherethatyoushoutingatis

thereasonwhyyoustillhaveadaughterinthis

world!...

Mom:"alsothereasonIdon'thaveahusband,

theonlymanI'veeverloved...

Me:"Nomahitsnot.....

"Lisakhanya!!"



Hesnapsandstartlesme,Ilookathimandhe

shakeshishead

Quinton(firmly):"stop,that'snowaytotalkto

yourmother"

What!?Ishedefendingher?

Me:"ButQuintonshe...

Quinton:"Lisakhanya"

Helooksatmethreatfully,Ihuffandsitback

Helooksatmomremorsefullythenlooksback

down

Mom:"khawubhekeawusenayo

nembeko,uthethanamnomakanjaningoba

kalokubhekaundindaesthubeninemigulukudu

kodwautshatile,awuhloniphiumtshatowakho

ngobaubusynamakhwenkweababulali!"

(Youseeyou'velostyouways,youtalktome

anyhowbecauseyoubusygalavantingwithlow

lifegoodfornothingthugswhileyoumarried!



Don'tyouhaveanyrespectforyourmarriage!?)

Me:"Mahofyounotgoingtolistentowhatwe

havetosay,Ithinkitsbestweleave,we'llcome

backonceyou'vecooleddown"

Quintonlookslikehe'sreadytokillmebutI

don'tcare

Istandup

Me:"let'sgoQuinton,itsobviouswenot

welcomehere"

Hereluctantlygetsup,hebowsdownabitfor

mom

Quinton:"usalekakhlemah,uxolongokuza

singatshongo"

(Staywellmah,weapologiseforour

unannouncedvisit)

Hebowsagainthenfollowsme,Iwalkasfast

asIcantothecar,heopensthedoorsandwe

driveaway



Me:"Quinton...Mymotherhadnoright....

Quinton:"shutupLisakhanya!"

Igaspintotalshock,didhejust...okay

Therestofthedriveissilent,Ilookoutthe

windowtillIfallasleep"

"Yourmotherwillcomearound,justexplainto

heraboutthelittleceremonythathastobe

done,hemustapologiseonbehalfofhisfather

toourancestors"

Me:"dad,youback!OhdadIjustdon'tgetwhy

momissoangryathim"

"Mydeathreallytraumatisedher,she'llcome

around,I'mhappythisboysavedyoufromthat

toxicmarriage,Iknewhewasyour

protector,stickwithhimalotisstillcomingyour

waybaby,butaslongasyouhavehim,youare

safe,yesy'allwillhaveyourupsanddownsit

won'tbeaneasyroadbutaslongasthere's

plentyofloveyouwillbothbeforever



happy....don'tthrowthetowelwhenthegoing

getstoughcauseitwill,butshowhimthatyou

lovehimandyoustandbyhimnomatter

what,he'lldothesame"

Me:"Iunderstanddaddy,andwhataboutBella

dad...canItrusthertohelpme?"

"Yes,she'sverygood,withhery'allbeableto

haveextraprotectionfromtheenemyas

throughheryourenemieswillberevealed"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveI'msoyoungyetIhave

enemies"

"Wecan'tchoosethepeoplewhowon'tever

betrayus,peoplewillalwaysfindsomethingto

hateyouforwhetherthey'llhatebecauseyou

toogoodoryouabadpersonthey'llalways

hate..Choosecarefullythepeopleyou

trust,don'tgiveyourtrusttooeasily"

Me:"yesdad,I'llkeepthosewordsinmyheart,

daddy,willQuintonandIeverworkoutasa



coupleagain?"

"Ibelievehe'llcomearoundjustgivehimthe

timeheneeds"

Me:"okay...Ihopeyou'llkeepvisitingme,I'llreally

needyou"

"OnceyouhaveBellayouwon'tneedme

much,butI'llalwaysbewatchingoveryou"

Hestretcheshisarmstomyfaceandcaresses

mybruisesandIfeelthepaingoawayhehugs

meandIfeelthegloriouspowerinhisbeing

passedontome,hepullsout

Me:"whooaIfeellighterandbetter"

Ijumpupanddownmybodyisnotsore

anymoreIlookatmyreflectionintheriver

besideus

Me:"I'mhealed!Thebruisesaregone!"

"Yestheyare"

Me:"willIwakeuplikethis?"



"Notnowbutthenextday"

Me:"whatisthispowerIfeelinsideme?"

"Thatisthepowerofprotection,thepowerof

love,thepowerofwisdom....Youwerebornwith

agreatgiftyouareahealerandaforeseer..but

thisgiftinyoucannotworkifyoudon'tbelieve

inyourselfandforgivethosewhohavewronged

you"

Me:"butdadhowdoyouexpectmetoforgivea

manwhohasverballyandmostlyphysically

abusedme?Amanwhoisprobablystillafter

mybloodaswespeak?"

"You'llfindawaytoeventuallyuntilthen,your

powerscanneverwork,onceyoucanusethem

justknowthey'llneverworkifyouareangryor

fullofhateandrange,thesearepure

powers,theyneedapureheart"

Me:"Iunderstanddad"

"Letmeleaveyoutoit,allthebestandbe



carefulofthechoicesyoumake"

Me:"Iwill"

"Byemybaby"

Me:"heeythisisthefirsttimeyoudisappear

withoutleavingmehanging"

Helaughs

"Ineverleftyouhangingbaby,younever

concentrated"

Hewavesandwalksawayuntilhevanishes

*****

Me:"Iloveyoudad"

"Lisa..wakeup"

IlazilyopenmyeyesandI'mmetby

mesmerizingrainboweyes

IsitupandInoticeI'minbed

Me:"thatwasquick...wherearewe?"



Quinton:"westillinMthathaataB&B"

Me:"oh"

Hewalksaway

Quinton:"wakeupandfeedyourself,gotyou

food"

Isensehe'sstillmadatme

Igetupanddragmyfeettothetableand

preparetheNandosmeatchipsandrollsfor

myself,thisisaoneroomwelltworoom

includingtoilet,butthebedroomandkitchenits

alltogetherinoneroombutitsveryspacious.

Igositonmybed,hegottheonewithtwo

singlebeds,Iguessitmakessensesincewenot

acouplesowecan'tsleeptogether,Ifeelmy

heartsink,thispunishmentistoomuch,Ireally

needtofeelhim,atwentysecondhugatleast?

Wehaven'thuggedsincehecamebackyet

yonelaalreadygottohughim..sounfair!And

nowI'mgettingthesilenttreatment,howmuch



moretorturecanagirl'shearttake?

Istareathimashe'slyingbonthebedpressing

hisphone,soundslikehe'splayingcandycush,

welikeracingeachotheronthatgameonwho

willleadtothehighestlevel,lasttimeIcheckedI

wasleading,wellthat'sbecauseinsomelevels

whenI'mstuckheplaysforme,sometimesI

playhisone

Me:"younotgoingtoeat?"

Heignoresme

Me:"Quinton?"

Quinton:.....(Pressinghisphone)

Me:"Quinton?"

Hecarriesonignoringme

Me(louder):"Quinton!"

Helooksatmewiththemostintimidatinglook

whichmakesmeregretshoutinghisname



Quinton:"what?"

Isigh,thisistoopainful

Me:"areyounothungry?"

Heshakeshisheadthencontinuesplayinghis

phone

Igoputmyplateaway,Ilostmyappetite,Ilay

onmybedandfacetheceiling,nextthingI

knowmyeyesareburningandthetears

escape,Imisshimsomuch,itslikehe'sherein

thesameroomwithmebuthe'snotreallyhere

withme,itsnodifferentfromwhenhewasin

Timbuktu,theonlydifferenceisthathishere

physicallyButI'mstillaloneemotionally,he's

notthesameanymore,IthinkIlosthim,Ilost

theQuintonwholovedmeunconditionallythe

onewhocrackedjokesandalwaysputsasmile

onmyfacenomatterhowdepressedI'm

feeling,theonewhoalwayshadtherightthings

tosayattherighttime,theplayfulandfunny



one...nowIjustfeellikeIhaveanormal

bodyguard

Iwipemytears

"Tellmeonegoodreasonyoucrying?"

Ilookathim

Quinton:"whyareyoucryingLisakhanya?Isit

forsomethingyoudidn'tbroughttoyourself?"

Me:"Ijustdon'tgetwhydoyouhavetobeso

coldtowardsme"

Quinton:"cold?I'mtheonebeingcold?"

Hesitsupontheedgeofthebed,Ialsogetup

Quinton:"didyouhearthewayyoutalkedto

yourmotherLisa?...thatwasdisrespectfuland

cold"

Me:"Quinton...Shewasblamingyoufor

everything,allyourfather'sdeedsshewas...

Quinton(angrily):"Sowhat!LisahuhSowhat!



Thatdoesnotgiveyoutherighttotalktoyour

motherthatgavebirthtoyouinthatmanner!"

Me(shouting):"Iwastryingtodefendyou!"

Quinton:"didIaskyoutodefendme!?DoIlook

likeIneedsomeonetodefendme!?No!Idon't

needyourstupiddefendings!"

Thoselastwordshitthecore,myeyesare

painfulfromthefloodoftearsI'mholdingin

Me(breakingvoice):"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanto

actoutofstupidity"

Mymouthistremblinguncontrollablyasthe

floodbreaksloosebutIdon'tmakesasound

Quinton(calmly):"yourmotherwasangry,I

understandthat,shehastobeangry,you

should'velethertakeoutallthatanger,she

neededtosayallthosethingsLisa,forclosure"

Me:....(crying)

Hecomestowardsmeheraiseshishand



towardsmeIcovermyselfwithmyarms

protectingmyface

Me:"PleaseI'msorry!Iwon'tdoitagainI

swear....(cryoutloudandclosemyeyes

tightly)...DON'THITMEPLEEAASE!!...I

PROMISEIWON'TDOITAGAIN,I'LLBEHAVE!,

I'LLBEAGOODLITTLEGIRL!"

Ifeelhimshakingmeholdingmyarms

Quinton:"Lisa!I'mnotgoingtohityou"

Ican'thearhimmycrysaretooloud

Me:"pleeaasedon'thurtme"

Hepullsmeintohisembrace

Quinton:"sshhhhcalmdownLisa...I'dneverlay

myhandsonyou..I'mnothim,Iwon'thurtyou

Liss,calmdownbub"

Me:"....(cryingsoftly)

Quinton:"ThatSonofabitchreallytraumatised

you...oohhhe'llgetitnow.....ssshhhhI'msorry



Liss,Ididn'tmeantoscareyou,yousafenow,no

onewilleverputyouthroughthatagainokay"

Inodandholdontohimfordearlifehealso

tightenshisgrip

Quinton:"I'msorry...Pleasedon'tcry"
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Quinton:"wegoingtotrythisagain,thistime

let'sbemorehumbleandrespectfultowards

yourmother,okay?"

Inod,wellwestillinsidethecaraswejust

parkedoutsidethehouse,thistimehemade

sureIcallmomandtellherwecoming,she

reluctantlyagreed

Me:"okay"

Everythingisjustdrainingme,Idon'thavethe

energyanymore

Quinton:"look,Ireallyappreciatethatyouwant

tostandupforme,Ireallydo,itshowsmehow

muchyoucareforme,butrightnowIwantyou

tobejustthereandholdmyhand,that'sallthe

supportIneedfornowokay?"

Inod,hesighsheavily

Quinton:"Ihavetoadmit,I'mshitscaredright



now,bitIhavetofaceher,itstheonlywayshe

canmoveon....doyouknowwhatwouldreally

calmmynervesandmakemehappyright

now?"

Me(bluntlyinasadtone):"werunawayand

neverlookback"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"No,whatwouldcalmmeistoseeyour

smile,itsbeenawhile"

Me:"really?"

Quinton:"yeah,comeonnow,smileforme"

Iautomaticallysmileevenshowingmyteeth

Westareintoeachother'seyessmilinglike

retardedidiots

Quinton:"thereitis,phew!NowIthinkIfeelabit

better"

Me:"youdo?"



Quinton:"justabit,youwanttomakemea

wholelotbetter?"

Inodsmiling

Me:"yes,anything"

Quinton:"whydon'tyoutellmejustoneofyour

incrediblyfunnyjokes"

Isquintmyeyesathim

Me:"sothatyoucanmakefunofme?Noway"

Hesighsandsitsback

Quinton(somberly):"guessI'llhavetogoin

theresadandcomebacksad,wellsomuchfor

anything"

Heunlocksthedoorandattemptstogetout

butIholdhisarm

Me:"okayfine"

Hegivesmeaslylook...mxmidiot

Me:"okay...uhm,what'sthedifferencebetweena



snowmanandsnowwoman?"

Hesmilewidelyandshrugshisshoulder

Me:"Snowballs"

IholdmymouthafterIsaythat

Weburstintolaughter

Quinton:"hahaha...yousonaughty..anotherone

please"

Me:"whatdoesthegrapesayafteritsstepped

on?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"Nothing,itjustlet'soutalittlewine"

Welaugh

Quinton:"oohhgoodone,wineandwhine....last

onebeforeweheadinside"

Me:"ayiQuintonI'mnotyourpersonalcomedian

"

Quinton:"please..I'msoclosetobeingsupper



happy,prettyplease"

Ilaugh

Me:"arghokay...what'sthedifferencebetweena

teacherandatrain?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"theteachersays'spitoutyougum!'Butthe

trainsays'choochoochoo!""

Wecrackupandlaugh

Quinton:"reallychoochooasinchewchew"

Ilaughevenlouderathowfunnyitsoundswhen

heexplainsit,welaughtillourlaughsgetfainter

aswestareintoeachother'seyeslaughingabit

Quinton:"yourjokesaresodump,yetsofunny,I

reallymissedthem....butyouknowwhatI

missedmost?"

Me(smiling):"what?"

Quinton:"thesoundofyourlaughter......Itgets



meeverytime"

Me:"Imissedyourstoo"

Hesighs

Quinton:"stillcan'tbelieveyourbruisesjust

healedlikethat,overnight"

Me:"Itoldyouaboutthedream,hehealedme"

Quinton:"yeah,butstill,I'mnotonetobelievein

miraclesspeciallywhenithappensinfrontof

meitjustfreaksmeout,butI'mhappyyou

healed,hopewecanconvinceyourmothertodo

thatlittleceremony"

Me:"shehasto"

Quinton:"pleaseLisa,firstthingyoudowhenwe

getinside,youapologisetoherforthewayyou

spoketoheryesterday"

Me:"okay,Iwill"

Hesmilethenrubsmycheek



Thelevelofrespectanddignitythisman

possessesisincredible,Ishouldstartshowing

thesamequalitiestoo

Me:"yousurethere'snothingelseIcando,to

makeyouhappy?"

MyeyesweregluedtohislipsIlookedupat

himandsowashisonmine

Quinton:"yourmommustbewondering,let's

getinside"

Thatwasclose

Wewalkedtowardsthehouse,Iknockedand

waitedforhertoopen,Quintonhadhishandsin

hispocketlookingdownandobviouslynervous,

Iputmyhandonhisshoulder

Me:"don'tworry,allwillgowell"

Hesmilesfaintly

Thedooropens

Wegreetandarewelcomedinside



Wefindherwatchingtheonegospelchannel

Shelooksalotcalmerthanyesterdaybutthe

angerisstillthere

IshouldjustgetthiswholeI'msorrythingover

anddonewith!

Me:"Mah...firstofallI'dliketoapologiseabout

themannerIspoketoyouin,itwas

inappropriateanddisrespectfulof

me,regardlessofhowIfeel,youstillmyelder

butmostimportantlyyouaremymother,I

shouldaddressyouinahumblewayatall

times,mah,canyoupleaseforgiveme?"

That'smeswallowingmyprideandtryingtofix

everything,itwasmypridethatgotmeintothis

muddysituationanyway

Ilookedupather

Mom(sighs):"Lisa,youstill,veryyoung,just

becauseyoufinishedhighschoolatanearly

agedoesn'tgiveyouarighttoraiseyourvoice



atme,theharshwayyouspoketomereally

hurtmyfeelings,allbecauseofaboy?Athug?"

Ohnoshedidnotjust.....IlookatQuintonwho

givemethat"don'teventhinkaboutit"look

Me:"I'msorrymom"

Sheignoresmebutlooksatmeforaverylong

time,Iguessshe'stryingtoreadme

Mom:"didyoutellhertodothis?"

Shefinallysays

Mom:"Lisakhanyaneverapologises"

Helooksatmomforawhile,Ithinkthismustbe

prettyawkwardforhimandisnotquitesure

howtorespondtomom

Quinton:"Yesmah,Idid"

Silenceagain!Iswearyoucouldcutthistension

withanaxethat'showbaditis

Mom:"okay"



Thismustnotbeeasyformom,IwishIhad

realisethatyesterdaybeforeIdisrespectedher

likethat

SheswitchesofftheTVandshiftherfocuson

us

Mom:"didyouknowwhoshewaswhenyoufirst

mether?"

Heclearshisthroat

Quinton:"Nomah,Ididn't"

Mom:"whendidyoufindout?"

Quinton:"aroundFebruarythisyear"

comeonQliealittleyoudon'twantherkilling

youinfrontofmedoyou?

Mom:"andyoudecidedtostillmakeherfallfor

you,why?"

Mah!Wenottogetheratthemoment!!Damnhe

won'tbeabletoanswerthat



Quinton:"Iloveher,Icouldn'tstop"

Aawwmyheartmelts,helovesme,hetoldmy

mother,helovesme!!

Atleastshehasthat"Isee"facemaybethat'sa

goodthing

Mom:"whendidyoutellher?"

Quintonlooksabitconfused

Mom:"aboutyourfather"shecontinues

Quinton:"sixmonthsago"

Mom:"whydidyouwaitthatlongtotellher?"

YoohayithisQuestionandAnswersessionis

gettingmeontheedge

Quinton:"becauseIwasafraidofloosingher"

Shelaughsabit..Alrighty!...Ithinkwemaking

progress

Mom:"andyouLisakhanya?Whyareyoustill

withhim?Whydon'tyouleavehim?"



Iguessitsmyturntobegrilled

Me:"Idon'twanttoleavehim"

Okaymaybethatcameoutabitwrongbutits

anhonestanswer

Mom:"youlovehimthatmuchhuh?"

Inod

Me:"yesmahIdo"

Welookateachother,hewinksatme,wowthis

guy,mymomisrighthere,hello!?

Mom:"boyyouhurtmydaughterI'llshowyouno

mercytoyou,understood?"

Shewarns

Quinton:"yesmah,Iwon't,Iwouldneverdream

ofhurtingher"

What'sgoingonhere?Isthisusgettingback

together?Isthishimgivingmeasecond

chance?Someonegetmeoutofthedarkhere



!

OkayIthinkmom'sattitudetowardsQuinton

haschanged,itsliketheymadesomesortof

truce

ItellmomaboutMncedisiandeverythingthat

hashappened,exceptthediamondstory,Ithink

itsbestshedoesn'tknowthat.

Me:"soyeahtheylawyerisstillgettingthe

divorcepapersready

Mom:"Nxathatdog,uyandinyanyisayaz"(he

makesmesick)

Me:"I'vehadenoughtalkingabouthim...canwe

notanymore"

wecarryontalkingaboutotherrandomstuff

andthemoodhaslightenedup

Mom:"Khanya,gotothekitchenandmakethe

mansomefood"

AlrightIgetthattheycoolnow,butIdon'tthink



itssafeforhumanitytoleavethemaloneinthe

sameroom,toosoon

Me:"butmawejustate"

Quintonthrowsmeadeadglare

Istandup

I'mchoppinguncontrollablyasIwonderwhatis

momtalkingaboutIhopeshedoesn'ttellhim

aboutmymatricdramawithmyfirstboyfriend!

Ohno,I'mnotreadytotellhimthat,itstoomuch

ofembarrassment!

Okayfineletmejustfinishup..

Okaythefoodisnearlyready,soletmedishup

Iputeverythingonatrayandheadtothesitting

roomandservethemtheirfood.

Mom:"AhLisakhanyaareyoutryingtokillus?"

That'smomhavingdifficultychewingherfood

EhwhatdidIdowrong?IlookatQuintonfor

backupbackhehasadisgustedlookonhis



facetryingreallyhardtochewandswallowbutI

canseeitsjustpaininghim

Me:"Mah?"

Isaylookingallkindsofinnocent

Mom:"uzobulalaumntanawabantuifyoukeep

feedinghimthiskindisfood,whathappened?

Didthestovebreakthatyouhadtocookitin

thefridge?"

ShesaysasshetakesQuinton'splatefrom

him"

Mom:"it'scoldandhorrible,ufunaukusibizela

lelistyosisi!"

Shecontinuescomplainingtillshedisappears

tothekitchen

IlookatQuintonandwebothinstitches!Eish

didn'tmeanforittotastethaaatbad

Quinton(laughing):"whathappenedtothefood?

Ittastedlikedung"



Wecan'tstoplaughingbutwetryingour

hardesttolaughinsilence

Wewouldn'twantmomcomingbackand

thinkingwefindthiswholesituationfunny

Me:"I'msorry,itsjustIwassonervousabout

youtwobeinginthesameroom,Ithoughtshe

wasgoingtochopyouupandfeedyouto

Bobbytheneighbour'sdog"

Wetryingourbesttoholdinthelaughsbutit

hard

Quinton:"wowLissthatwassomerealbad

food,isthatwhatyougoingtocookforme

whenyouangryatmeoncewemarried?"

What!!?Marriage!?Sohe'llmarrymesomeday!?

Idon'tthinkheheardhimself?

Me(laughing):"Nohoney,whenI'mangryat

you...youwillStarve!!"

He'slookingatmelikeIjuststabbedhiminthe



heat,yohthedramawiththisguy!

Quinton:"Ha!Lisayoucan'tdothattome,what

amItodo?YouknowIcan'tcookandIcan't

liveonfastfood..I'llloosemyabs...Ithought

youlovedtheseabs?"

Hesayswithastupidgrin

Me:"Idolovethem,Ibetyoulovethemtoo...so

youbetternotmakemeangry"

Quinton:"youknowI'lldomybest"

Hesaysleaningovertokissmyforehead,he

pullsoutbuthisfaceisstillrightinfrontof

mine,hiseyesareonmylipsIthinkhewantto

kissmeonthemouth!Whoaifitwere

somewhereelseI'dberejoicingI'vebeen

waitingforthiskissformonthsnow,butnot

here

Me:"nankuumama!"(therecomesmom!)Ishout

whisper



Yohthewayhejumps,hishandsoffmebeforeI

cansayI'mjoking!HejustdroppedmelikeI'ma

bagofweednje!Good!notinmom'shouse

Quinton:"Nxuphi?"(Where?)Heasksashe

looksatthedoorwaytothekitchen

Me(giggling):"Iwasjoking,wantedyoutoleave

mealone!"

HelooksatmelikeI'mthebiggestscumon

earth,likeIjustcommittedthemostdangerous

crimeinthehistoryofcrimes

Idon'tthinkI'llbeabletostoplaughing

Quinton:"youdon'tjokelikethat,Inearlyhada

heartattack"

He'stryingtokeepastraightfacebutis

struggling

Momisback,forrealnow...thismanissucha

traitor,whenmomcomesinwithfoodhe

standsupandhelpswiththetraybutwhenI



cameinherehewithmyterriblefoodhejust

staredatmenje,justlikethatmxm

Mom:"Lisagofetchsomehotsauceor

mayo,whateverthemanlikes"

Wowsuddenlythismaniskingnow..andIdon't

understandwhycouldn'tshejustputthese

thingsonthetray,Imeanit'dbigenoughtofit

thewholeMadagascar,anywayIobeyandgo

comebackwiththethings

LookatQuinton....busyenjoyingmom'sfoodas

ifitsthebestfoodhe'severhadinhislife,I

shouldjustleavehimhere,they'dmakeagreat

couple

Wowcan'tbelieveI'mgettingjealousofmyown

momhayiniguys,thisguymust'veusedsome

voodoopotiononme

Quinton:"Somah,Lisatellsmeyouusedto

workfordepartmentofeducation?"



Heasks,barleyevenpausingbeforeputtingthe

nextspoonfulinhismouth

Mom:"Yes,Iusedto,butnowI'mthinkingof

staringmyownbusinessbutI'mtryingtosave,I

don'twanttofindmyselfindebts"

Quinton:"oh..Isee"

Mom:"whatdoyoudoforalivingson?areyou

studying?"

Quinton:"I'mcurrentlydoingmymastersin

Aerospaceengineeringwhileworkingforoneof

thebiggestclubsinJo'burg"

Mom:"oh,soyoumakeyourownmoney?"

Quinton:"yesmah"

Mom:"mmmhwellyoudodresslikeascholar"

IshouldprobablyinterruptnowQuintonmight

findthisamusingbuthedoesn'tknowmymom

likeIdo,oneminutesshe'llbetellingyouyou

dresslikeascholarandthenextshe'llbefull



blownsavagetellingyouyourfaceistoo

inappropriateforlife

Me:"uhmwelldon'tmindme,let'sjustpretend

I'mnothereatall"

Igetup

Mom:"ohandwhileyouatitLisapleasewash

thesedishes"

Aaarrrggnoman!!Ihuffandtakethedishes

withme..theystarttalkingassoonasI'moutof

sight..nowthat'sjustdownrightmean!,Iput

theminthesink,thenmakemywayoutsideIgo

insidethebigfencedgarden,Iwalkaroundright

tothefarcorner,Igetdownandstartdiggingfor

thetreasureIusedtohidefordaddy,Ifindthem

andtheyarebrowncoveredindirt,nomore

shiny,Iputtheminmypocket,allfiftyofthem,I

forgottherewerethismany,Ineverusedto

countthem,I'djusthidethem,thesearealotof

diamondsnowondertheyarewantedsobadly,I



choosetenandleavethembehindbackinthe

hole..Iheadbacktothehouseandwashthe

dishesquickly

IheadbacktotheloungeandQuintonisalready

standingupreadytosayhisgoodbyes

Quinton:"izobuyeibonanekemah"(tillmemeet

againmah)

Hestretchesforahandshakebutmompulls

himinforahug

Ohwow,whatarewe?Bestiesnow?

Ialsogohugmom

Me:"Ohmom...we'llhavetodoalittleceremony

for....

Mom(interrupts):"Iknow,Quintonalreadyasked

me"

Me:"ooohhhIsee"

Ilookathimandheshrugs,wow



Me:"I'llseeyousoonneh"

Mom:"okaymybaby,drivesafelyguys"

Me:"wewill"

Quinton:"we'llgettodiscussthatthingmore

overthephone"

Mom:"yesofcause,wehaveto"

Okay!That'sit!Whatthing?What'sgoingon

here?

Weheadoutanddriveaway

....

Me:"weeelll?"

Quinton:"wellwhat?"

Me:"that'thing'"

I'mtryinghere

Quinton:"whatthing?"

Me:"theonewewilldiscusswithmomoverthe



phone?"

Quinton:"yeah,whataboutit?"

IscoffIguesshewon'ttellme

Me:"can'tblameagirlfortrying"

Heburstintolaughing,yohhe'slaugh...NonoI

seeevenTimbuktucouldn'thelphim

Me:"notfunny"

Quinton:"aawwismynoseybubsulking?"

Yeey!Webacktocallingmebub!Thisisbyfar

thebestdayofmylife

Me(smiling):"yourbub?"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"yeah,areyouanyoneelse's"

Heglaresatmewithathreateningyetfunny

lookwithhisonebrowupbeforelookingback

attheroad

Me:"No,notanyoneelse's"



Quinton:"good,nowsayitafterme......Mr

QuintonAmbroseO'Brien...

Hepausesthenlooksatme...ohIguessthisis

thepartIrepeat

Me"MrQuintonAmbroseO'Brien"

Quinton:"Ipromisetorespectmymother

always..."

Me:"Ipromisetorespectmymotheralways"

Quinton:"nomatterhowangryshemakes

me..."

Me:"nomatterhowangryshemakesme"

Quinton:"I'llneverevereverraisemyvoiceat

her"

Me:"I'llneverevereverraisemyvoiceather"

Quinton:"forsheistheQueenofmyheart"

Me:"forsheistheQueenofmyheart"

Quinton:"MrO'Brien....



Me:"MrO'Brien"

Quinton:"ifyougivemeanotherchance"

Ohmythisishappening!

Me:"ifyougivemeanotherchance"

Quinton:"Ipromisetoholdyourheartwithcare

asyoudoformine"

Me:"Ipromisetoholdyourheartwithcareas

youdoformine"

Quinton:"promiseIwon'tbreakitonpurpose"

Me:"promiseIwon'tbreakitonpurpose"

Hesighsandsmiles,Iguessthat'showhe's

tellingmehe'sgivingmeanotherChance,he

holdsmyhandandkissesit

Quinton:"OhandQuinton.."

Ohwenotdoneyet?

Me:"ohandQuinton"

Quinton:"youarethemosthandsomemanI've



everseen"

Okaynowthat'she'sbigEgotalkingbutitsfine

I'lllethimhavethismoment

Me:"youarethemosthandsomemanI'veever

seen"

Quinton:"andthesexiest"

HeheheheheayiI'mnotlaughingpeople!!

Me:"andthesexiest"

Ilookathimandhisbrushinghislittletrimmed

mustache

Quinton:"Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself"

Me:"Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself"

Quinton:"andtomakeupforeverything...

Me:"andtomakeupforeverything"

Quinton:"whenwegethome"

Me:"whenwegethome"



Quinton:"Iwill"

Me:"Iwill"

Quinton:"washandkissyourfeet"

Me:"inyourwildestdreams,youbigknuckle

head!weeehayibo!"

Hecracksupandlaughs

Me:"mxm,idiot!"

[07/29,07:45]W:Insert35

LISA



Me:"wownowtheylookjustasshinyaswhen

dadusedtogivethemtome"

Quinton:"Yeahtheydo,yourdadreallyloved

you,tostealsomany,justforyou"

IthinkIshouldtellhim

Me:"uhm...wellthat'snotallofthem"

Heturnstolookatme

Quinton:"wherearetherest?"

Me:"Ileftthem"

Quinton:"why?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,somethinginmejusttoldme

toleavethem"

Hesighsthencomestositnexttome



Quinton:"whywouldyoudothat?"

Me:"Quinton...Myfatherdidn'tgothroughall

thattroubleandspillhisbloodjusttohaveall

thediamondshesacrificedforhisdaughter

takenawayjustlikethat,thenthatwouldmean

hediedfornothing"

Quinton:"Iunderstand,notthatIwantallthe

diamonds,butwhatwillyoudowiththeones

left,itsnotlikeyou'llneedthem"

Me:"Ileftthemfordad,he'llknowwhattodo

withthem"

Quinton:"Iunderstand"

HekissesmycheekIturnmyfacetolookat

him

bringmyfacecloserandourlipstouch,he

startsmovinghisandweshareaslow

passionatekiss,Ipullout

Quinton:"damn,Imissedyou"



Hekissesmeagainwithmoreenthusiasm,his

bodypushesmeonthebedtofallonmyback,I

helpmyselfgetfurthertothecentreofthebed

withhimfollowingmymoveashe'sontopof

me,herestsallhisweightonmemakingme

feeleverypartofhim,mybodyisshaking,heart

beatingoutofcontrol,itsliketheshiversdown

myspinehavegottenworsetothisman'stouch,

Ican'tevenkeepupwithmybreathing,Ican

feelhismanhoodgettingharderbythesecond,

heleavesmylipsgoingdownmynecktickling

mewithhistonguemakingmegiggle,hestops

andpecksmylips

Quinton:"IloveyouLisa"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Heshakeshishead

Quinton:"youdon'tunderstand"

Me:"Ido"

Quinton:"Lisa,Ireallyreallyloveyou,itstoo



much,youdon'tunderstand"

Idon'tknowhowtorespondtothosewords

withhiseyessearchingontomine

Me:"Imightnotunderstand,butIknow,whatI

feelforyou,isbeyondanywordscould

describe"

Quinton:"you'vemademerealisethetrue

meaningoflove......itsbeyondwhatlaysoutside

foreveryonetosee,butitsmoreaboutwhat's

ontheinsidethatonlyyoucanseeandfeelfor

thepersonyoutrulylove"

Me:"I'msorryforeverythingI'veputyouthrough

"

Quinton:"pleaseletmenothearyou

apologisingaboutthatagain,okay?"

Inod

Weshareyetanotherkiss

Hegetsoffme



Quinton:"gocleanyourselfup"

Ilookatmyselfandsmellmyselfworriedly

Me:"DoIstink?"

Quinton:"Yes,yousuffocatingme"

Me(gasps):"wellll...uhm..youstinkmore!

You..youbigmeany!!...stinkystinky

pants..stinkyarmpits...Stinkystinky

face...everything!Stinky!Likelikeaaabigfat

uhmSkunk!Yeahthat'srightskunk!!!Stinky

skunky!"

Istormtothebathroomwithmyheadheldhigh

ButIknowhe'snotoffendedjudgingbyhow

he'sinstitches

EvenbangingthesidebedtableNxmoron

ImustsaythisisoneofthefancyshowersI've

onlyseenonT.V

Whichquestionsmythoughts,didn'tQuinton

sayhehatesthemoneyandallthericheshis



fatherusedtomake?Sohowisheaffordingto

stayhere,Iknowasdamnhellitsnotthemoney

hemakesattheclub,whichhestoppedworking

thereforawhilenow,sonowthatIknowthe

truthabouteverythinghefeelscomfortable

usingdaddy'smoney?Ineedanswers,butnot

now,wejustgotbacktogetherandIdon't

wannaruinthismoment,Imissedhimsomuch.

Ifinishupshowering,Iwalkbacktothe

bedroomandfindhimseatedonthebedall

dressedupinhiskhakichinoswhitepolkadot

shortsleeveshirtandinsteadofabelthehasa

khakisuspenderoverhisshouldersandfinishes

offwhitevansoldskool,hishairhasgrownabit

intoacurlyafro,lookingallkindsof

sexy,althoughthisguyhasabigEgobuthesure

isrightwhenhesayshe'sthemosthandsome

andsexymanI'veevermetandIlovehimmore

thanlifeitself

Quinton:"damngirl,IknowI'mhotbutgeeztone



downalittle....youmessingthefloorwithall

thatdroolcomingoutyourmouth"

Igasp

Me:"ohpleaseyouwishIwasdrooling"

Iturnawayandwipemymouthjusttomake

surenodroolwasdrippingfromit,Ihearhim

laugh.Ilotionmybodyinthebathroomanwear

mypantyandbrathencomebackoutwitha

towelwrappedaroundme

Me:"Quinton...WhatamIgoingtowear?"

Quinton:"Ithinkthatoutfityoualreadyhaveon

isdashingmylove,wearthat"

Seriously?Thisguyisanbimboforreal

Me:"I'mseriousQ"

Quinton:"diditsoundasifI'mjoking?"

Me:"soyouwantmetowalkaroundwitha

towelallday?"



Hesmirks

Quinton:"Imeanitsuitsyousoperfectly,I've

neverseenanyonewhorocksatowellikeyou

dobub...youthebomb!...theIsh!...the

Me:"theshutupbeforeIstrangleyou!"

Hemoveshisfingersacrosshismouthasif

he'szippingitthenlooksdown

Quinton:"Ithought...

Me:"zipit"

Quinton:"Iwasjust

Me:"lalalalaI'mnotlistening"

Hekeepsquietforawhile

Quinton:"I..

Me:"atatatata.."

Heshutsupdefeated

Me:"good,nowtellmewherearewegoing?"



Heshrugshisshoulders

Me:"soyoualldressedupfornothing?"

Hemakesthat"maybe"face

Me:"what...youcan'tspeaknow?"

Heshrugs,hemoveshisfingersacrosshis

mouthzippingitandthrowingawaythe

imaginarykey

Me:"okayfine...Igiveyoupermissiontotalk

now"

Heindicatesthekeysarelostusinghisbody

language

Me:"ohcomeonQuinton,justopenyourmouth"

HesaysIcan'twithhisfacialexpressionand

hands..goshhelookssostupidandcuteatthe

sametime

Me:"fine,letmelookforthem...youthrewthem

thatwayright?"



Ipointatthedirectionhethrewthekeys

Hemakesthe"Ithinkso"face

Ilookalloverthefloorlookingforthese

"imaginarykeys"

Me:"Ican'tfindthemQ"

Hemakesasadface

Me:"helpmelookforthem"

Hegetsupandwelookforthem,weareboth

lookingdownsearchingforthekeys

whenourheadsbumpintoeachother

Me:"Ooouuch!"

Hemakesthe"sorry"face,Ilookdownand

that'swhenIpretendIseethekeysright

betweenus,healsolooksdown,welookateach

otherinexcitement,wegetdownatonceto

grabthembutbumpourheadsagain

Me:"Dude!...youhavetostopbumping



me..samespot!"

Hetakesthekeysthenhandsthemtome,I

takesthemandunlockhismouththenunzipit,

hebreathesout

Quinton:"Icantalk...itamiracleIcantalk,thank

theheavens,thanktheAlmightyf.

Me:"don'tmakemezipitagain!"

Heshutitimmediately,Iburstintolaughter

Me:"wesodumb"

Quinton:"ppsshhhgirlplease...speakfor

yourself..don'tinvolvemeinyourproblems"

Hemadethebuzzoffsignwithhishandlikea

girlrollinghiseyes

Me:"pleasedon'teventrychangingdirections

onme...Ineedyoutocontinuestraightasa

ruler"

Quinton:"whatifI'mtheflexibleruler"



Iremainquietandjustlookathim

Quinton(laughing):"I'mkidding...youshouldsee

thelookonyourface!"

Isighinrelief

Me:"don'tplaylikethat,Iwasactuallystartingto

believeyou"

Iwasn'treally

Hecomesuptome

Quinton:"doIlookgaytoyou?"

Notasinglebit

Me:"itsokaytostepoutofthecloset"

Quinton:"whatcloset?Don'tmesswithme

Lisa"

Me:"IpromiseIwon'tjudge,youcan'thidewho

youreallyareforever......I'llunderstand...

Really.....(giggling)There'snothingtobe

ashamedof...."



Heshutsmeupwithahungrykiss,kissingme

sofast,hishandsrunallovermybodygrabbing

myassroughly,hepicksmeupandpinsme

againstthewall,mytoescurling,breathe

deepening,Ifeelmoistforminginmyeyesthis

kissismakingmeemotionalitsfilledwithall

sortsofemotions,he'smovinghiswaistin

circularmotion,mybodyisvibrating,mypunani

ispainfulandbeatingfast,that'showhornyI

am,hislipsleavemymouthhisFrenchkissing

mynoseHeleavesmynosetokissingmy

eyes,Ican'tstopgiggling,whileI'mlickinghis

lipsandcheeks,itsgettingmessyandweirdI

lickhimalloverhisfaceandsoisheon

mine,moppingeachotherup,myhandsstroking

thissofthair,hepinsmyhandsovermyhead

againstthewallandkissesmyneckthenleaves

hickeysallover,hecomesuptomyface

suckingmycheek,ishemakinghickeysonmy

face?Evenmyforehead,Ireturnthefavourand

suckhimalloverthefaceleavinghickeys



Ipullout,breathingheavily,thatwasoneofthe

craziestmakeoutsessionI'veeverhadinmy

life

Welookateachother,Ilookatalltheredspots

onhislightskinnedfaceandburstintolaughter

Me(laughing):"guesswhat!?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"youpolkafacematchesyoupolkashirt"

Wecrackupandlaughashelet'sgoofme

Quinton:"wellthankyou...gogetdressed

bub,weneedtogetgoing,andyoujustcreased

myshirtnowyou'llhavetoironitagain"

Me:"areyouaskingmeortellingme?"

Quinton:"itsanorder"

Me:"oh?WellthenI'dlikeadoublecheese

burger,fries,porkribs,stake,pizza,sticky

wings,fullchicken....ohandsome(fancy

tone)...horsd'oeuvre?"



I'llneverforgetthatwordagainafterthewayit

embarrassedme

Heburstsintolaughter

Quinton:"hoursd'oeuvre?Iseeyou'llnever

forgetthatdaywillyou?"

Me:"uyaphaphaQuinton"

Hepullsmeclosetohimandkissesmy

forehead

Quinton:"andyoulovemejustlikethat"

Me:"unfortunately"

Hechuckles

Me:"let'spleasehaveaconversationthat's

goingforwardplease...nowtellmewhatamI

goingtowear?"

Quinton:"youcanlookforsomethinginmy

closet"

Me:"soyoutryingtomakemeaflexibleruler



likeyounow?"

Ilaugh,hesquintshisbrows

Quinton:"youknowI'malreadyreadytogoso

I'lljustleaveyouhere"

Me:"okayfine!"

Iwalktohisclosetandlookforsomethingto

wear,Ifindanicepairofgreygymshortsanda

blackandwhitemockneckmuscleshirt,I

decidetowearthatthenworehisotherpairof

vansthatlookliketheonesheiswearing,I

combmyhairintoalooseponytail,Iwalkback

totheroom,Ifindhimpressinghisphone

Me:"let'sgo"

Quinton(lookingdownonhisphone):"thought

youdiedinthere"

Helooksupatmehisjawdropsashelooksat

meinawelookingatmeupanddownslowly

Me(smirks):"likewhatyouseepapi?"



Imovemywaistincircularmotion

Helooksatmysillyfaceandallthelustand

admirationonhisfacedisappearslookingat

measthoughIjustlostmymind...I'mkindaa

sackdancerIcan'tdancegosavemylife,soyou

canimaginethatcircularmotion...morelike

Pentagonmotion

Quinton:"youmakeagoodadditiontothe

brotherhood"

Hestretchesouthishandinafistforustofist

pump

Me:"mxm..let'sjustgo"

Iwalkaheadofhimasweheadouttheroomhe

spanksmyassmakingmegiggle..Thisguy!I'm

tryingtobemadathimhere!

Wearenowontheroaditsaround15:30pm

Me:"sowherearewegoing?"

Quinton:"firstwegoingtofetchyourstuffin



mncekese'sapartment...."

Ichucklewillheeversayhisnamecorrectly?

Quinton:"thenI'mtakingyoutovisitmyfamily"

Me:"butIreallydon'twanttogothere...to

mnceseke's"

hechuckles

Quinton:"hewon'tevencomeclosetoyouofhe

knowswhat'sgoodforhim"

Me:"he'scrazyQuinton,whatifhelocksusup

andkeepushostage,andmakeusdocrazy

things?"

Ifeelmyheartbeatracinginfearandmyfaded

bruisesachingasiftheystillthere

Quinton:"bub....don'tworryabouthim,hewon't

touchyou,Ipromise"

Heholdsmyhandwhichwasonmythighand

locksitintohis



Quinton:"wewon'tevenwastemuchtime,you'll

justtakethesmallvaluablethings...Inoticed

youfoundyourbirthdaygift?Youshouldtakeit"

Ohno,howamIgoingtotellhimthatitsno

more

IfeeltearsthreateningIletthemfall

Quinton:"okaywedon'thavetogoifyoudon't

wantto?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"itsnotthat"

Quinton:"whatisit?Hehasnocontroloveryou

nowhecan'ttouchyou,notwhileI'mstill

breathing"

Me:"hedestroyedit!"

Quinton:"huh?"

Me:"thebirthdaygift,hetookitwhileIwas

sleepingandheburntit!Hedestroyedit"



Quinton:"hedidwhat?"

Isob

Quinton:"okay...itsfine,Ihaveplentyofthose

picturesI'llmakeyouanotherone"

Ismilefaintlyandlookathimconcentratedon

theroad

Me:"really?"

Henodsbutangeriswrittenalloverhisbody

Quinton:"tellmeeverythinghedidtoyou....in

bed"

Ohitgivesmethecreepsjustthinkingaboutit

Me:"youdon'twannaknowtrustme"

Quinton:"Lisa....tellme"

Itakeahugebreathe

Me:"heusedtocuffmetothebed,tiemybody

withropes,hewouldputalldifferentsizesof

dildosinmyvajina"



Hemakesadisgustedface

Me:"he'dclippainfulmetalthingsonmynipples

andmyVjclits,thenhe'dfuckmeuncontrollably,

he'dpourhiscumallovermybodyandcover

myfacewithit,sometimeshe'dblindfoldme

andcovermymouthwithaballgagwhilehe

tiesaheadharnessaroundmy

head......(crying)....He'dhe'dsometimesfuck

meintheanalhole!"

Quinton:"okay....okay..........itsokay.....its

okay.....ifthat'showhelikesititsokay"

Hewipesteardropsthatmanagedtoescape

hiseye,thehurtinhisfacialexpressionisnot

hardtomisssoistherange

Wegettotheapartmentandhiscarisparked

outside

Me:"he'shome....Quinton...I'mscared"

Quinton:"youwithmenow,hecan'ttouchyou"



HegetsoutandIstayinsidehecomesaround

toopenthedoorformeandpullsmeoutI

reluctantlygetout,heknocksatthedoor,Ihear

hisvoicetalkingasitgetscloser,Iholdonto

Quinton'sarm,heopensoureyeslock,Ifeel

warmrushofbloodflushdownandIinstantly

becomecold

He'sonthephone

Mnce:"I'llcallyouback"

....

Mnce:"yeahyeahdowhateveryouwant"

Hedropsthecall

Hesmilesatme,thatevilsmilethatonce

charmedme

Mnce:"khanya?Youback"

Me(quivering):"I.Ijust..

Quinton:"weheretopickupherstuff....ifyou

don'tmind?"



Theylookateachotherequallydangerouslylike

theyabouttojumponeachotherafterthecourt

ofTHREE!....that'showreadytheyare

Mnce:"youcancomein...khanya"

Hemakessurehe'sonlyreferringtome

Myfeetaregluedtothisspot,I'mnotgoingin

therealonewithhim

Quinton:"I'mheretohelphersoifyoucould

justmakewayforustocomein.......please"

Headdsasarcasticpleading

Mnce:"thisismineandLisa'shouseandyounot

welcome"

Quinton(chuckles):"crazyniggargetoutofour

way"

Hebumpshimashepullsmyfrozenselfinside

withhim

SurprisinglyMncedisidoesn'tfighthim



Iheadtotheroomleavingtheminthesitting

room

QUINTON

Me:"aren'tyougoingtoofferyourguest

somethingtodrink?....youhavesomereally

goodwhiskey,Imustsayyouhavesometaste"

Mnce:"you'vehadmywhiskey?"

Me(laughing):"don'tcry....Ionlyhadone

glass...butifitmakesyousosad..I'llbuyyoua

newbottle,beforeyougorunningto



daddy,snitchingthatIstolehisbaby'sformula"

Ilaugh...manIenjoymakingfunofthisguy,just

waitingforthemomenthe'llburstandtryto

punchmeorsomething,butIguesshe'stoo

muchofacowardtofightamanhe'drather

fightthewwomenwhocan'tfightback...Ifeel

likestranglingthepsychopathiclifeoutof

him...allinduetimeQuinton..calmdownbeast

withinme..calmdown....hereallydisgustsme

jokesaside,hemakesmyinsidesturn,literally!

Mnce:"ifyougoingtohaveabigmouth,I

suggestyougetoutmyhouse"

Me:"whooaalet'snotgetemotionalnow...all

becauseofwhiskey?Noman,Ithinkwehave

betterthingswecouldfightabout"

Heclickshistongueandmakeshiswaytothe

room,I'mguessinghe'sgoingtoLisa,Iseehim

closingthedoorbehindasheenters..Ifollow



andstandnexttothedoortoeavesdrop,Lisa

mustbesofreakingoutrightnow.

LISA

I'msofreakingoutrightNow!Hestanding

againstthedoorwatchingmepackmystuff

Mnce:"Soyoureallyleavingme?"

Iignorehim,movingasfastasIcan,just

dumpingeverythinginmysuitcase

Mnce(somberly):"pleasedon'tleaveme"



Hewalkscloser,Iswearmyheartisaboutto

poprightoutthroughmychestandI'm

perspiring

Mnce:"I'msorryabouteverything.....Therapyis

reallygoingwell,Iknowhowtocontrolmyself

now"

Hetakesashirtfromtheclothesandfoldsit

thenputsitinthesuitcase

Mnce:"Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithme,why

doIalwayshurtthepeopleIlovethemost....I

hatemyself,causeIloveyousomuchLisa"

IfthisweretheoldLisaIwouldactuallybelieve

thewordscomingouthismouth,butthisLisais

disgustedandwantstogetawayfromthisman

asfaraspossible

Mnce:"pleasegivemeanotherchanceLisa,I

don'twanttolooseyou"

Igatherupmyscarcecourage



Me:"YouneverlovedmeLiam...whenyoufirst

metme,youdidn'tfallinlove,youjustsawa

weaklittlegirlwhoyou'llmakeyournextsex

project....(takesadeepbreathe)...Ihateyou

Liam,Ihateyouforeverythingyouputme

through,IhatethedayIevermetyou,Ihateyour

fatherIhateyousomuch..hatehatehatehate

hatethat'sallIfeelforyou!"

Mnce:"pleasedon'tsaythat,Khanya,youthe

bestthingthat'severhappenedtome"

Me:"andyoutheworstthingthat'sever

happenedtome.....evenaftereverythingyou

putmethrough,withthesexandbeatingmeup

whenyouangryorthingsdidn'tgoyour

way..youstillgoaheadandcheatonme...you

cheatonmewithLulama,Iknowyoudidn't

respectmebutIthoughtI'dactuallystartto

learntoloveyou,butitsobviousIwasnothing

butapieceoftrashtoyou,howmanyother

womenhaveyousleptwiththencamebackto



sleepwithme?Huhhowmany?...Youbloody

sexfreak"

Iseehimgettingangry

Me:"Youcrazy..!"

Mnce:"I'mnot!"

Me:"Youare..Youcrazyandyoushouldbe

lockedup!"

Mnce(shouts):"I'm.Not.Crazy!"

Heholdsmyshoulderstightlyshakingme...my

eyespopoutastheangeronhisfacebrings

backalltheflashbacksoftheevilthingshedid

tome

Mnce(violently):"I'm.Not.Crazy"

"Getyourfilthyhandsoffher!!"

Hegrabshimwithhisclothingfrombehindand

pusheshimviolentlytowardsthewallwherehe

hithisheadandgroansinagony



Iquicklyclosemysuitcase...whileQuintonis

busykickinghimonthestomachmultipletimes,

hethrowshislegoverhimgrabshisshirtwith

hisonehandwhiletheotherispunchingthe

daylightsoutofhim,tillhewascoveredwith

bloodallover,hepassedoutbutQcontinued

punchinghim

Me(spooked):"Quinton!Youkillinghim!"

Quinton:"hemustdie!!Hedeservestodie!!Son

ofabitch!"

He'spunchinghimunmercifully

Me(crying):"Notinyourhands!Quinton!Please!

Notinyourhands!"

Hestopsandlooksupatme,whileI'mcryingon

mykneespleadinghimtonotkillhim

Me:"Please!....don'tkillhim"

Hegetsupandspitsonhim,Ithinkhe'salready

dead



Quinton:"Istopped....Okay?Istopped"

Hesayscomingslowlytowardsme,hegets

downonhiskneesinfrontofmeandholdsme

enduringlyintohisembrace

Quinton:"sshhhdon'tcry...pleasedon'tcry"

IpullawayfromhimasIlookatLiam'sstill

bodycoveredinblood

Me:"Quinton...Youkilledhim?"

Heshrugs

ImoveclosertoliamIshakehisbodytryingto

wakehimup

Me:"pleasedon'tdie...please,notinthehandsof

themanIlove....wakeupyoubigjerk!Youcan't

diethiseasily!Wakeup!!"

Hecoughs..ohthankgoodness,Iturntolookat

Quinton

Me:"he'salive....let'sgo"



Igetupandwerushoutofthehouse

Thedriveissilent,webothstilltryingtoprocess

everything.

IknowQuintonisprobablyinvolvedinshady

things,butmymindandheartstillcan'tbring

metobelievethathe'scapableofkilling?

Takingalife?Murderer?....Nonotmylovebug

he'stookindandlovingforthat.

Iglanceathimashe'sconcentratedontheroad

lookingasangryasever

Heholdsmyhandandglancesbackatme

Quinton:"areyouokay?"

Isigh

Me:"I'mfine"

Whydowealwayssaywefineeventhoughwe

clearlyaren't?

Quinton:"Iknowyounotfine,you'llneverbefine

whilehe'sstillbreathing,obsessedandwanting



youback"

Me:"pleasedon'tkillhimQuinton..Notyou"

Quinton:"Iwon'tkillhim"

Me:"promisemeyouwon't"

Quinton:....

hetakesmyhandandsqueezesitbefore

kissingitgently

Quinton:"Ipromise"

.

.

.
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LISA

Heparkedoutsidethehouseandwesatinthe

carforawhiletryingtocalmourselvesdown

beforegoingintohavedinnerwithhisfamily,

wehadtopassbyhishousethoughsohe

changedcausehisotherclotheshadabitof

bloodstainsheworeanoutfitclosetotheone

I'mwearing,butinsteadofshortsheworelong

pantsandamockneckmuscleshirt

...



Quinton:"okayyou'vebeendownsincethat

incidentwiththepsycho..Comeon,Ineedthat

moodwehadgoingonearlier,pleasesmile"

Me(fakesmiles):"I'mgoodQuinton"

Quinton:"don'tfakesmileme"

Me(genuinesmile):"I'mnot"

Quinton:"nowyounot"

Quinton:"come...givemeakiss"

Heleanedtowardsmyfacewithhislips

pountedandeyesclosed

Me:"saythemagicword"

Heopenedoneeye

Quinton:"comeonejustkissmealready"

Me:"nah,uhnotuntilyousaythemagicword"

Hesighs

Quinton(mutters):"please"



Me:"Ididn'tgetthat?"

Imovemyeartowardshislips

Quinton(quietly):"please"

Me:"soundlikeyousaying,nevermindforgetI

saidanything?"

Quinton:"pleasepleasepleaseprettyplease

withacherryontop!"

Ilaughathimwhenhejustbluntlykissesme

whileI'mlaughing,obviouslyIkisshim

back,untilIpulloutsincehewasn'tplanning

intoanytimesoon

Quinton:"yourhickeysarevanishing..letmedo

themagain"

Me:"No!I'mnotabouttogointoyourparent's

homewithhickeysallovermyface!Youcrazy?"

Quinton:"aboutyou,yes"

Me:"cliché"



Helaughs,thenpullsmeunexpectedlyfor

anotherkiss,hemovestomycheekandsucksit

fordearlife,whichwaskindapainfulandniceat

thesametime

Quinton:"thereyougo"

Me:"Quinton!Whydidyoudothat?...I'mnot

goingintherelookinglikethis..atleastnot

alone"

Ipullhimforanotherkiss,Isuckhimonhis

cheekbonerightnexttotheeye

Me:"aahhyeahyoulook....uhmartistic"

Helaughs

Quinton:"youtomylove...let'sgoinside,shall

we?Myartisticmadarm"

Me:"Yessir"

Hegetsoutthencomesaroundtoopenthe

doorforme,outofalltheupgradethismanhas

done,hestilldrivesthisoldgolf,helovesitso



much,Idon'tthinkhe'llevergetridofit

HetakesmyhandandstartswalkingbutI

refrainmyselfasIstandnexttothecar,causeI

justrealizedhownervousIsuddenlyam

Quinton:"let'sgetinside"

Ishakemyhead

Quinton:"what'sthematter?"

Me:"Ijustremembered,yourfamilyhatesme"

Quinton:"that'swhyIboughtyouhere,tostop

theirstinkingattitudes"

Me:"you'llsaythat?"

Quinton(chuckles):"wellnotinexactwords"

Me:"youcansaywhateverbutitwon'tmake

themchangehowtheyfeelaboutme"

Hemovesclosertome

Quinton:"theydon'thateyoubub"

Me:"theydo"



Quinton:"theydon't"

Me:"theydo"

Quinton:"theydon't"

Me(sighs):"theydo"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"yousocutewhenyoutalklikeababy"

Me:"mxm,takemebacktoyourplace"

Quinton:"youmeanourplace,pleasestart

callingithome"

Me:"pleasetakemehome"

Quinton:"No"

Heturnshisbackonmethenforcesapiggy

ride,helet'shimselfinsideafterpressingsome

buttonsbythedoor

Quinton:"HoneyI'mhooome!!"

Candracomesrunningdownthestairs,heputs

medownasheopenshisarmswidetohold



Candrainahug

Candra:"ImissedyouIloveyouyouthebest

brotherintheworld....sodidyoubringthatthing

Iaskedfor?"

Quinton:"wow,suchgenuinelovesis"

Shelaughsthenbecomesseriousimmediately

Candra:"didyou?"

Quinton:"I'vebeenreallybusy,willgetitsome

othertime"

ShefinallylooksatmeasIwasstandingbehind

Quinton,heturnsandholdsmyhand

Candra:"whatisshedoinghere?"

Quinton:"tookmeawhiletobeinthisgood

moodsis...pleasedon'truinit"

Candra:"theothersareattheback"

Sheleadsustothebackyardwherethere'sher

motherandtwoothergentlementhatlooklike



hisbrothers

Theyoungeronewholookedmorewhitethan

therestcameuptous

I'mguessinghemustbeAidan

TotallyignoringQuintonhecomesuptomeand

pullsmeinahug

Aidan:"HeyLisa...itssogoodtofinallymeet

you"

IhesitatebeforeIhughimbackforquitea

while,likehe'smissedmesomuch

Me:"greattofinallymeetyoutooAidan"

Quinton:"that'senoughAidan"

Helet'sgo,hesmirksashepointsatQuinton

withhisheadandeyesmakingmelaugh

Aidan:"ImustsayIknewyouwerepretty,butI

thoughtmybrowasexaggeratingwhenhesaid

youlookevenmorebeautifulinperson....Guess

hewasn't"



Mycheeksheatup

Me(blushing):"aawwthankyou...Iseethe

handsomenessrunsintheO'BrienDNA"

Hechucklesstickinghistongueout,

Aidan(brushinghischeeks):"weelllasyoucan

see"

IguesstheEgoisalsointheDNA..Irollmyeyes

AidanpullsmeawayfromQuinton'shandsand

leadsmetothegrillerwheretheolderbrother

wasflippingporkchopswhichmademytummy

grumble,Idon'tremembereatingaftersince

breakfast..He'stooconcentratedonwhathe's

typingonhisphonewhilehisotherhandis

holdingatongpattingthemeatwithit

Aidan:"pleasedon'tburnthemeatagain,I'm

tiredofeatingporkrockseverytimeyougrill"

Hequicklyfinishesoffpressinghisphone

beforeputtingitinhispocketandlooksat



us,hiseyesmeetminebeforehecoulduttera

wordtoAidan

Aidan:"Iknowright?Thatwasmyfirstreaction"

Clyde:"sohewasn'texaggeratingafterall"

Heputsthetongdownthenwalkscloserto

me,helookssobuffwithhistattooedarmsand

neckandpiercingblueeyes

Clyde:"I'mClyde"

Me:"I'mLisa"

Clyde:"Iknow"

Me:"okay"

Clyde:"shouldIhugyouorhandshakeyou?"

Me:"anyone"

Clyde:"I'llhugyou?"

Me:"sure"

Hegetscloserandopenshisarmswidehe

wrapsthemaroundmyshouldersuffocatingmy



faceonhishardchest,Ifreezesayingasilent

prayerthathedoesn'tsquashmetodeath

Me(whispering):"ohholyJesusIdidn'tmeanto

squashthatspidertheotherweekplease

forgiveme,thiscan'tbemykarma"

IhearAidanlaughingthensomeoneseparates

us

Quinton:"that'senoughhugsforoneday"

Hepullsmetohim

Clydeislikearobotorsomethinghedoesn't

expressmuchfeelings,hissmilelastsforonly

twosecondsthendisappears,helooksvery

intimidatingandIthoughtQuintonwasthe

mostintimidatingpersonIknow,Hegotnothing

onClyde

Aidan(laughing):"Clydeherealmostsquashed

yourgirllikethespidershesquashedafew

weeksback"



Quinton(confused):"what?"

Me:"nevermindhimlovebug"

Aidan(laughing):"Lovebug!?"

Quinton:"shutupAidan..andnooneelseis

allowedtocallmethat,orI'llripy'allheadsopen

andmakey'alleatyourbrains"

Me:"eeeww"

Aidancontinueslaughing

Aidan(laughing):"okay...LoveBug!"

Herunsawaytowardstheothers

Clydechuckles

Quinton:"suchanidiot"

Me(mumbling):"he'sdefinitelyyourbro"

Quinton:"yousaidsomethingbub?"

Me:"huh?Wasn'tme"

Quinton:"really?"



Hethrowsmeoverhisshoulderandruns

towardstheothers,Ikeepspankinghisbutt

shoutinghimtoputmedown

Heputsmedownandwebothtrytocatchour

breaths

IlookuptobemetbyCandraandhermother

lookingatmedisapprovingly,Istandupstraight

andcutmylaughtershort

WeallsitaroundthetableClydecomeswiththe

meat,takesoffhisapron

Quinton'smomsaidgrace

IwassittinginbetweenAidanandClyde,

Quintonisacrossmeinthemiddleofhis

motherandsister...Iwantedhimtositnextto

mebutCandracalledhimtositnexttothem

Q'smom:"Quintonbaby,areyousettlinginwell

inthepenthouse?"

Quinton:"yesmom,Iam...eventhoughyou



forcedmetostaythere,butyeahIam"

Aidan:"howlongwereyouplanningonplaying

pooranyway?"

Quinton:"untilImakemyownmoney"

Mom:"Igetthatyouwanttobeindependentbut

afterwhathappened,almostloosingyou,Ican't

affordyoustayinginarottenplaceliketheone

youwerestayingat"

Quinton:"Igetitmah,butIcantakecareof

myself"

Candra:"notwhilethegirlwhohurtyouand

almostgotyoukilledisstillalive"

Shegivesmeanastylook

Mom:"andmakingyougotothathorriblehide

out"

MyheartsinksasIlookdownandplaywithmy

food

Quinton:"now..that'snottrue,itwasn'ther



fault..itwastheJohnson's"

Candra:"yeahbutshe'stheonewho...

Quinton(clenchedjaws):"shut.up.Candra"

Clyde:"speakingoftheJohnson's...Didyou

sendthosepeopleyet?"

IlookupatQuintonandhe'slookingatmethen

helooksatClyde

Quinton:"Notyet..stillwaitingforthepapers

first"

Clyde:"youmeanthede.....

Quinton(interrupting):"Anyway!...uhmcanyou

pleasepassmethesaltbub"

Itakeitandgivehim,heholdsmyhandsfora

while,sendingthosechillsdownmyspine

Aidan:"aaahhhyounglove"

Welaugh...he'stheyoungestandmostbubbly

here,wellhelooksmyageormaybeoneyear



older..whileClydeisprobablythreeyearsolder

thanQuinton

Q'smom:"Quintonbaby,yourememberSydney?

"

Quinton:".Sydneyfox...howcanIforget"

Aidan:"didyouhavetobringherupmom"

Candra:"ohhIrememberSydney...Yourold

friendsinceprimarytillhighschool"

Q'smom:"andthefirstgirlhe'severbought

home"

Okay,I'mguessingtheydoingthisonpurpose,I

won'tletitgettome,YouarestrongLisa!You

arePowerful!Youarebeautiful!Quintonloves

You!

Quinton:"mom,whyareyoubringingherup?"

Q'smom:"Iwantedtoletyouknowshe'son

town,Ibumpedintoherafewdaysagoandshe

saidImustsayhi..soIgaveheryour



number,shesaidshe'llcallyouwhenshegets

time,soy'allcancatchup"

Candra:"wow..thatgirlhasgotrealclass,her

makeupbusinessisboomingonsocialmedia

andYouTube...Sheevenworkswithcelebrities

allovertheworld...ohmygoshbrowheny'all

catchuppleaseinviteheroverI'dlovehertotry

someofhertalentonme"

Clyde(clearsthroat):"Candra..."

Hewarns

Quinton:"that'senough!..mom...Candra...Isit

becausey'alltooblindtoseethatmygirlfriend

issittingrightherearoundthisdinnertablewith

us?Howcany'allsaythingslikethatinfrontof

her?Shehasfeelingsyouknow...andshe'snot

deaforinvisible...Idon'tappreciatey'all

disrespectingherpresencelikethat...nowI'm

askingy'allwithallduerespect...pleaserespect

herpresence...okay?"



Itgoesquiet,Ifindmyselffallinginlovea

thousandtimeswithhim

Q'smom:"Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyyouwith

her..Shebrokeyourheart,Sheeasilygaveup

on,shedoesn'tloveyou,she'sfromapoorfamily

she'sjustgoingtosuck....

Hebangsthetable

"ENOUGH!!!"

Quinton:"Sowhat!?Sowhatifshedidallthose

thingsorisstillgoingtodomorehurtfulthings

Sowhat!?,.....Shedidthemtome,notyounot

Candraoranyoneelsebutme..andlookatme

I'mperfectlyfine,IforgavehercauseIlove

her...Ilovehernomatterwhat,shecansuckmy

bankaccountforallIcare,itsourlife,I'llstilllove

her,nothingwilleverchangethewayIfeelfor

LisakhanyaMthethwa.....andifanyofy'allhasa

problemwiththat....tough"

Hecomesaroundtowardsme



Quinton:"let'sgoLiss,Ithoughttimewithfamily

wouldbethebestwaytoendtheeveningafter

thelongbadday.....Iguesstodayisjustnotour

day"

Igetupandwalkoutwithhim

"Wait"

Weturnwhenwewerealmostbythecar

Aidan:"canIcrashatyourcribtonight?"

Quinton:"why?"

Aidan:"longstory"

Quinton:"whatever"

Wegetinandheadhomenotinsilence...Aidan

hasarunningfunnymouth,gotmeinstitches

thewholewayreleasingallthetensionthatwe

leftwith

Wegothome

Me(shouting):"Nellla!Wehome!"



Aidan:"Nella?"

Me:"yeah,mybestfriend,she'sstayingwithus

until...shegetsherlifesortedout"

Aidan:"oohh.....(whispers)...isshehot?"

Ilaugh

Me:"Yes..andgay"

Aidan:"damn!Exactlymytype"

Me(perplexed):"yougay?"

Aidan(laughing):"No..butIcanchangeagay

girlintomygirl"

Ilaughoutloud

Me:"Yonela!!...comedowngirl,there'ssomeone

youneedtomeet!"

Shestilldoesn'tcomedown

Me:"aawguessshe'ssleeping,you'llseeherin

themorning"

Aidan:"that'scool,soI'llbetakingthemaster



bedroomwhiley'alltaketheguestroomright?

Many'alltookind"

Quintoncomesinputshimunderhisarmsand

rubshisheadwithhisfist

Theyhavesomeboybrotherlyfightgoingon

Ilaughattheirstupidityandheadupstairsto

checkonyonela,Iknockbythedoorofher

bedroombutsheignoresmesoIjustmakemy

wayinandthelightareoff

Me:"wowsomeonewenttobedwiththe

chickenstoday"

Iswitchonthelightandshe'snotinherbed

Me:"okay....?"

Ilookalloverthehouseandshe'snothere...Igo

downstairs,IfindQuintonandAidanhaving

beerschillingbythekitchencounter

Me:"Quinton"

Heturnsandfaceme



Me:"Yonelaisnotinthehouseandshedidn't

tellmeshewouldgoanywhere?"

Quinton:"don'tpanicI'msureshe'shere

somewhere...Thisisabighouse"

Mywholebodyshiversinfear,Iclosemyeyes

andhearhervoicecryingforhelp.....Ifeel

someoneshakeme..Iopenmyeyeswide

Quinton:"areyouokaybub?"

Me:"she'sintroubleQuinton,theygoingtokill

her"

Quinton:"who?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"IthinkIjusthadsomesortofvision,butit

wasveryblurry,Icouldn'tseeanythingjust

heardherscreaming"

Helooksatmeperplexedwhileholdingmy

arms

Myphoneringsasamessagecomesthrough

Itakeitfrommypocket



Itsaabunchofpicturesfromanunknown

number

IlookupatQuinton

Quinton:"whatisit?"

IshrugasIopenit,Istareatthemforafew

secondsandmywholebodyfrozeasthephone

slippedfrommyhands

Ilookupathimasmyeyesfillupwithtearsand

mywholeworldstandsstillasmyearsgodeaf

(Echoingvoices)"Lisa'a'a'a?....are

you..okaya'a'a........Lisa'a'a!??

.

.

.
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LISA

"Lisa!"

Isnappedoutofit

Me:"huh?"

Quinton:"Aidangetherwater!"

Hehelpsmesitdown



Quinton:"whathappened?Whatdidyousee?"

Me:"thepictures...They..Yonelaisdead"

Hiseyespopout

Myphoneringsfromthefloorheflystopickit

up

Aidanhandsmetheglassofwaterandhelps

medrink

Quinton:"itsavideocall"

Heswipesandanswersit

AtiedupnudeYonelacoveredinbloodpopsup

Me:"Yonela!"

She'slookingondown

"Lookatthecamerabitch!"

Avoicefrombehindshouts

Sheliftsherfaceupandlooksatthecamera

Me:"Yonela...baby...Doyouknowwhereyou



are?"

Heroneeyeisswollenandclosedtheotherone

isabitopen

Sheshakesherhead

"Youcan'tuseyourbigmouthnow?Talk

bitch,tellthemhowyouabouttodiebecauseof

yourbigmouth!"

Me(crying):"Yonela!"

"Tellthem!"

Shesniffs

Yonela:"I'mgoingtodieanyminute

now....(sobs)...PleasetellmomIloveher,even

thoughwehadafightyesterdayaboutmy

sexuality...tellherI'msorry,thelastthingI

wantedwas....wastodisappointher....(sobs)...I

loveyouLisakhanya,Iloveyouwithallmyheart

babygirl,Quinton,thankyouforeverythingyou

areaverylovingperson,Iknowyou'lltakegood



careofmybabygirl....(sobs)...tillwemeetagain

friend"

"Aaww...verytouchinglastwords,timesup"

HeturnsthecameraandLiam'sfacepopsup

Me(spooked):"You!..Youdidthis!!...Bringher

backyoumonster!"

Mnce(laughing):"lookwho'stough

now,Quinton?...LookI'llmakeyouagenerous

dealokay?..(laughs)..eventhoughyoudon't

deservemygenerosity"

Mnce:"rememberthosewords

Quinny?(laughs)ohIjustloveitwhenthetables

turn"

Quinton:"whatdoyouwant?"

Mnce:"don'trushme!Daddynevertaughtyou

manners?...(laughs)..patienceman"

Quinton:"Igetit...youmockingme...nowjust

gettothepoint"



Aidanhasdisappeared

Mnce:"well...firstlyIknowyouhavethe

diamonds,Iwantthem,secondly...LisaandI

aren'tgettingadivorceshecomesbackto

me,whereshebelongs"

Quinton:"fine"

Me:"what?"

Mnce:"what?"

Quinton:"it'sfine...youcanhavethediamonds...

ButnotLisa"

Mnce:"aawwhowsweetyouthinkyouhave

options....WithLisaoryourfriendheredies"

Quinton:"killher...thenyouwon'tgetneitherthe

diamondsnorLisa...andyouwould'vekilledher

fornoreason,justawasteofyourtime,strength

andbullets"

Mnce:"okay...soIcanonlyhaveone?"

Quinton:"yes"



Mnce:"keepthediamonds...I'llhaveLisa"

Quinton:"areyousure?"

Mnce:"yes"

Quinton(sighs):"okaythen..ofthat'swhatyou

want"

Me:"Quinton!"

Helooksatme

Quinton:"I'msorrybub..butadealisadeal"

Beingstabbedinthebackisworsethanbeing

stabbedontheheart

hemust'velosthisidioticmind!

Me:"tellmeyouJokingplease"

Helooksbackatthecamera

Quinton:"nametheplaceandtime...yougiveme

YonelaandI'llgiveyouLisa"

IhearYonelascreaminginthebackground



"Nooo!!Quinton!!Don'tdoit..itsatrap!"

Mnce:"shutthatbitchup"

Ihearhergroaninagony

Mnce:"that'llteachhertokeephermouthshut"

Helooksbacktous

Mnce:"ohsorryaboutthat,wherewerewe....oh

yeah,I'llsendyoutheplaceyoushouldbein

twentyminutes...Andifyoudarethinkyoucan

tryfunnythings,thinkagain....ohhey

Khanya...youseeyoursocalledboyfriendnever

lovedyou,itwasalwaysaboutthediamonds,

gettingbackwhatsorightfullybelongstothe

O'Brienshahahaha...ooohhhhIpromiseI'lltreat

youmuchbetter,beautiful...Chow"

Hedropsthecall....IpunchQuintonmultiple

timesonhisveryhardback

Me:"youJerk!Youjustgoingtogivemeuplike

that?...nyinyovenyoumyfoot...youneverloved



me!"

Heholdsmyhandsandmakesmehughim

Quinton:"sshhhhh"

Idon'tknowwhybutIobeyandhughimtightly

Quinton:"wenotgoinganywhere"

Me:"but...thedeal?Theplace?..time?....yonela?"

Quinton:"everythingwillmakesenseinafew

minutes,Aidanshallcallanyminutenow"

Me:"howdo.....

*phoneringing*

Quinton:"havetotakethis..itAidan"

Helet'sgooffmeandstandsupasheanswers

thephoneleavingmedumbfounded



QUINTON

Me:"Aidanthecheater...gothim?"

Aidan:"yeah,goodmoveonkeepinghim

distractedforlongoverthephone"

Me:"Yeahwellitwasn'tthathard...he'sareal

crackhead"

Aidan:"I'llgetNellabacktherewhileClyde

takeshimtothewarehouse"

Me:"good,youhurrybackhere,soI'llgohavefun

withClydewhileyoutakecareofthegirls"

Aidan(groans):"Ihateandlovemydutyatthe

sametime....Iwanttohavefunwithyouan

Clyde...butIalsowannakeepaneyeandplay

Supermanwithgirls"



Ilaugh

Me:"justgetbackhere"

Iturntobemetbyabeautifulyetveryconfused

señorita

Me:"AidanisonhiswaybackwithYonela...then

y'alltakehertothehospital,okay?"

Lisa:"Quinton...Whatisgoingon?Howdid

you...?When?...what'sgoingon?"

Me:"whilehewasbusymakingthreatsand

demandingthingslikeaspoiltprinceAidan

trackedwherehiscallwascomingfromsentit

toClydeandtheynowgothim"

Lisa(sighs):"whoathatwasquickthinking"

Me:"youalwayshavetobequickwhendealing

withpeoplelikethisbub...oncethingshave

settledabit,I'llbetrainingyou,okay?"

Lisa:"trainingme?...todowhat?"

Me:"anything,self-



defense,shooting,hacking,usingcertain

gadgets..Everything....Ineedyoutobe

tough,andstrongLisa,Ineedastrongwoman

besideme...thisishowlifeforuswillbelike

mostofthetime,aftertheJohnsonsthey'llbe

morepeople,thecycleneverends"

Lisa:"youmean,thingslikethiswillhappenall

thetime?"

Me:"notallthetime...ButIneedyoutobefit

andstrong"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Shenods

Lisa:"Iwantyoutoteachmeeverything"

Me:"that'smygirl"

Ipullhercloseforakiss

"Wowandtheystillmaketimefor

romance...youguysinspireme"



Wepullout..

Me:"Lisa,AidangetYonelatothehospital...I

havesomewhereIneedtobe"

Ipeckherlipsoncemorethenturnbutshe

holdsmyarm

Lisa:"dowhateveryouneedtodowithhim.."

Ilookatherandseethehatredburninginher

eyes

Me:"yousure?"

Shenods,IcupherfaceasIlayakissonher

forehead

Lisa:"Justbecareful...anddrivesafely"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Lisa:"Iloveyoumore"

"Geewiz...itsnotlikesomeoneisloosingalot

ofbloodandcandieanyminutenow...solets

spareafewminutesforTitanicparttwo"



IrunoutandspankAidanasIpasshim

IdriveasfastasIcantothewarehouse..Today

cameearlierthanIanticipated...ThedayIteach

thatsonofabitchalessonhe'llnever

forget,that'sifhe'llstillbealivetoremember

it,onceI'mdonewithhim

.......

Iwalkinandtheyhavehimtiedup,Iwatchas

theysuffocatehimwithatowelandpouring

wateronhisfacemakingitdifficultforhimto

breath

Hescreaminglikeagirl..Ilaughbeforemaking

mywayfurtherin

"Enough,people...I'dliketohaveawordwith

myspoiltprincehere"

Theyleavehim

Guy1:"shoshobozayam"

Guy2:"awu..skhulu.."



Itakeachairandsitinfrontofhim

Hestartslaughingoutloud

Me:"Noneedtoactalltoughinfrontofmebig

guy,Ialreadyheardyourgirlyscreams"

Mnce:"wehadadeal!!"

Ichuckle

Me:"Deal?Idon'tremembershakinghandswith

you?Orsigninganycontract....sooonowehad

nodeal"

Mnce:"youweresupposedtobringmyLisa..

Whereisshe?"

Me:"wow...(movingmyindexfingerincircular

onthesideofmyforehead).someoneistotally

Loco"

Mnce:"yougoingtopayfordoublecrossing

me!!"

IstartlaughingIlookaroundandtheothers

alsojoinin



Me(laughing):"rightafteryoupayformessing

withwhat'smine,right?"

Me:"youpayforyoursins..thenwhenI'mdone

withyou,that'sifyoustillalive,I'llpayfor

mine....deal"

Istretchmyhandforahandshakebuthespits

onmemakingmeangry

Ipunchhisfacehegroans

Me:"don'tpissmeoff...youknowwhat,too

late,I'malreadypissed"

Igetupandodertheguystostriphimnaked

Clydecomesbackwithhiselectricalequipment

lookingreadytohavefun

TherewasatimewhenIhatedallthis

Buttoday...I'veneverbeenmoreexcited

Clyde:"gotsomechemistry...(Chuckles)....getit?

Causeitselectronicandstuff"



Noonelaughs,heshootsthemallhisdeadly

glare,everyonepretendstobelaughingtheir

gutsoutwhileIlaughathimforreal...he

chucklesoncemoreashesetsuphisstuff

Mnce:"No..whatisthat?..whatareyougoingto

dotome!?"

Me:"dude,chillman...somuchnoise"

Mnce:"y'allnotgoingtogetawaywiththis...my

fatheriscomingafterhisdiamondsandyour

preciouslittleLisawillbehistory!"

Clyde:"cansomeonegetdaddy'sbabyhis

dummyandshuthimup..please!"

Theguyslaugh

Isitrightinfrontofhim

Me:"nowtellme,what'stakingyousolongto

signthedamnpapers?"

Mnce(laughs)..youthought....YouthoughtIwas

reallygoingtosignthoseridiculous



papers?..HA!Never!"

Me:"Iseeyoulovedoingthingsthehard

way....Clyde?"

Clyde:"yeah?"

Me:"isMrsGreyontheway"

Clyde:"yep,shouldbehereanysecondnow"

Justthenthedoorbustsopenandshewalksin

withtwomenbesideher

Igetupandwalktoher

Me:"Misslawyer,thanksforcominginsucha

shortnotice"

Her:"pleasecallmePearl,anditsnotabigdeal

I'mstillaroundanyway"

Shesaystiltingherheadtolookbehindme

Pearl:"Iseehe'sgettingitthehardway?"

Me:"hejustdoesn'tlisten,nowyouseewhatI

havetodealwith?"



Herphonerings

Pearl:"OhMoses...that'smyhusband,haveto

takethis"

...

Pearl:"I'monmywaybubu"

...

Pearl:"whateveryourhighass"

Shehangsup

Pearl:"sorryaboutthat"

Shetakesoutapocketfilewiththepapers

Pearl:"thereyougo"

Me:"thankyouverymuch,Pearl"

Pearl(nods)"youwelcome....Goodnight

gentlemen"

Shewalksout

Iwalkbacktothemandhe'snowlockedonthe



electricchairwithClydecarryingpicana

electricareadytoroasthisbrain

Isitinfrontofhim

Me:"youknowyoudon'thavetogothroughthis

ifyoujustapologiselikeagoodboyandsign

thepapers"

Mnce:"nothappening!Lisakhanyaismineand

willforeverbemine!"

Ifeelmystomachturning

Me:"justsignthedamnpapers!"

Mnce:"No!"

Me:"Ireallydon'tlikebegging..Sofine,we'llhave

ityourway"

InodatClyde,hegivesmeadevilishsmile,he

lovesthesethings.

Hepressesabuttonoftheelectricchair

Hescreamsinagonyashegoesthroughthe



shock

Me:"stilldon'twanttosignthepapers?"

Hejustlooksatme,InodatClyde

Heelectrifieshimtogetherwiththechairand

pacanaonhishead

Hiseyesflipashisbrainisbeingtoasted

IindicateClydetostop

Me:"justsignthepaperswhileyoucanstilluse

yourhands"

Hekeepsquietstilltryingtocatchhisbreath

InodatClyde

Mnce:"wait!"

Me:"ohwait...yesmnceshisticks,wewaiting?"

Mnce:"I'llsignthedamnpapers...She'snot

worthitanyway"

Me:"areyouinsultingmygirl?"



Mnce:"she'sdamagedgood,Istretchedher

pussywide,she'sjustapathetictastelessbi.....

Clydeelectrifieshimbeforehecouldfinishhis

dirtysentence,hegoesonforawhiletillItell

himtostop

Me:"youweresaying?"

Heshakeshishead.Iputthepapersinfrontof

himandhandhimthepen,hecan'tevenholdit

properlyasheisshaking...hescribbleshis

signature

Me:"thatwasn'tsohardnowwasit?"

Mnce:"justletmego...yougotwhatyouwanted"

Me:"oh..thatwasjusthalfofit....nowforyour

realpunishments"

Clyde:"thisonewillteachyounevertolayyour

filthyhandsonourwomen..webusytakingcare

ofthemwhileyouscumbaggoodfornothing

motherfuckingassholegoaroundbeatingup



andrearrangingtheirbeautifulfaces.....let'ssee

howyoulikeit"

Hetakeshimfromtheelectricchairandmakes

himlaydownonabigwoodenbenchwithhis

tummyashetieshishandsaroundthebench

makinghimhugithedoesthesameforhislegs

Me:"Now...youusedyourfilthyhandstobeat

Lisaup,rearrangedheprettyfaceintoazombie

face,thenyouclipallsortsofyourkinky

bondagestuffonherbodyleavingherwith

scaresandmarks...thentheworstpartyourape

her..yourownwifewhomyouhadtherightto

sleepwithlikeanormalpersonandyougo

aheadandrapeher,youput...youputdildosin

hertinypussyasifyoudumpingtheminthe

greatholeofKimberly...(Hechuckles)

Clyde:"youthinkthisisfunnycock-sucking-

mother-fucking-son-of-a-bitch!!?"

Me:"we'llseewho'llbelaughingonceI'mdone



withyou....Clydedoyourthing"

Hebeatshimupmakingsureheleaveshisface

unrecognizable

Hebringsinhismen,theyallbuttnakedand

hornyashell

Me:"letsseehowyoulikebeingfuckedinthe

anal,sincethat'showyoulikeit,right?"

Theycomeinwithallthekinkybondage

equipment,whippinghisass,drippingcandles

onhisback

Me(laughing):"ohohmakehimusethosesafe

wordstheyuse"

Clyde:"whatwereLisa'ssafewords?"

Hekeepsquietsobbing

Mnce:"please...I'msorry,pleasedon'tmake

themfuckme"

IburstintolaughterasIwalkuptothetable

andtakeavideocamera



Me:"let'stakeavideofordaddyshallwe..show

himhowhissonisenjoyinghisnastylittle

hobby"

Isitandwatchastheydoallsortsofdisgusting

thingswithhim

Me:"thinkI'mgonnathrowup.....I'mouttahere"

Clyde:"shouldIfinishhimoff?"

Ilookathimforawhile

""pleasedon'tkillhimQuinton..Notyou"

"Iwon'tkillhim"

promisemeyouwon't"

"Ipromise"

Me:"dowhatever"

Iwalkoutandheadbackhome

[07/29,08:48]W:Insert37



LISA

ItsbeenhoursAidanandIjustsittinghere

waitingonthedoctorstotelluswhat'sgoingon

Me:"itsbeenhours...what'sgoingoninthere"

Aidan:"I'msureshe'sokay,shelookslikea

strongwoman"

Me:"sheis"



Isayastearsescapemyeye

Hemovesclosertohim,hestretcheshisarm

overmemakingmerestonhischest

Aidan:"allwillbewell,soon,you'llsee"

Me:"mylifejustseemslikeaneverending

thrillermovie,Ican'tgetpeace"

Aidan:"peaceisforthedeadLisa,thisisearth,

fullofcorruptedgreedylivingsouls"

Thosewordsmovedinmeandrosealotof

anger

"YonelaGriffins?"

Wejumpeduptowardsthedoctor

Me:"yesdoctor?"

Aidan:"issheokay?"

Doc:"she'sfine,justabrokenarmandcracked

jawandnose,butshe'llhealwithtime"

Me:"issheawake?"



Aidan:"canweseeher?"

Doc:"she'snotawakebutyes,youcanseeher"

Heleadsustoherward

Me:"yonela...babe,I'msogladyouokay,although

younotfinebutyouokay"

Iholdherhand

Aidan:"butyouare..fine"

Me:"Ineverknewthethoughtofloosingyou

wouldaffectmethismuch,youmeantheworld

tomeyonela"

Aidan:"andthethoughtofloosingyouwhenwe

haven'tevenmet...reallytookatollonme"

Ilookathimhehasaseriousfaceonhim

Me:"reallydude?"

Aidan:"oh...sorry....hadamoment"

Me:"couldyounothitonherwhileshe'sonthe

deathbed?"



"Takemorethanadeathbedtogetridofme"

Me(excited):"Hallelujah!!She'sawake!"

"Aaaaaaameeen!!"

WelookatthedoorandQuintonmakeshisway

indancingallholy

Aidangetsupandjoinshim

Aidan(singing):"Amen!"

Quinton(singing):"Hallelujah!"

Aidan:"Amen!!"

Quinton:"hallelujah!!"

Theydoingsomeweirddance,gotyonelaandI

institches

Yonela:"guys...pleasestop.....itpainful"

Theylaugh,doahandshakethencometowards

usaswesitnexttoherbedwithQuintonnext

tomeandAidanopposite

Yonela:"howdidIevengethere?"



IlookedatAidanwhohasstupidgrinonhis

face

Me:"allthankstoAidan,hemanagedtohackthe

callwhilewewerestillbusyonthephone"

ShelooksatAidanandsmiles

Yonela:"thanks"

ForthefirsttimesinceI'vemethimheflashesa

decentsmile

Aidan:"youwelcome"

Shesighsandlooksatus

Yonela:"thankyoutooguys,foreverything"

Quinton:"don'tmentionit"

Me:"youfamily,we'llalwaysprotectyouandbe

thereforyou"

Quinton:"yeah,plusIshouldbeapologisingfor

nothavingtightsecurity...Ishouldgetthat

fixed"



Yonela:"itsnotyourfault...IhatetheJohnsons

withallthat'sinme"

Aidan(smirks):"lookslikewehavesomethingin

common"

Sheturntolookathim

Aidanwinksather

Shelooksatme

Yonela:"okay..whoisthisguyagain?"

Me(laughing):"thatwouldbeAidan,Quinton's

crazyyoungerbrother"

Yonela:"crazy....Igotthatpart"

Aidan:"crazyforyoumamasitas"

Quinton:"Aidan...(shakeshishead)...notthe

timeman...cutitout"

Aidan:"butyonelaandIwerehavingamoment"

Yonela:"yeah...countmeout"

Heholdshischest



Aidan:"myfirstheartbreak....Iwishsomeone

hadwarnmeit'dbethisbad"

Shelaughed

Yonela:"areyousurethisistheguywhosaved

mylife?"

Me:"yeap...That'shim"

Quinton:"unfortunately"

Aidan(singing):"Icanbeyourherobaby,...Ican

kissawaythepain....lalalalalalala"

Weburstintolaughter

Yonela(laughing):"YohayimnaIcan'tdeal"

Sheflinchesinpain

Me:"Aidan,stopyourcrazinessshe'sstillin

pain,youcan'thaveherlaughthismuch"

Quinton:"youwouldn'twannakillherwith

laughteraftersomuchtroublesavingherlife"

Yonela:"IthinkI'mbetternow,Idon'twanna



spendthenighthere,itsnotsafe"

Me:"butthedoctorsaidyou....

Yonela:"forgetthedoctor..There'speopleout

therewhoprobablystilllookingformeand

won'tstoptillI'mdead,pleasedon'tleaveme

here"

IlookatQuinton

Quinton:"getherreadywhileIhaveawordwith

thedoctor"

Me:"youthebest"

Yonela:"yeah...thankyou"

Aidan:"yeahyeah...hecan'tbebetterthanme

right?"

Me:"weehayilet'sjustgetgoing,beforeAidan

startsdoingbackflipstryingtocharmyou"

WelaughandhelpherupAidaninsistedto

carryherallthewaytothecarandQuinton

managedtoconvincethedoctortodischarge



yonela

......

"Whataday!"

Hesaysashethrowshimselfonthebed

Me:"tellmeaboutit!"

Ithrowmyselfnexttohimaswefacethe

ceiling

Weliethereinsilence

Me:"didyoukillhim?"

Ijusthavetoknow

Heremainsquietforwhile

Quinton:"No"

Isigh

Me:"whatdidyoudotohim?"

Quinton:"taughthimalesson"

Me:"how?"



Quinton:"itsbestifyoudon'tknow...butjust

know,he'llneverbebotheringyouletalonelook

atyouagain,ifheknowswhat'sgoodforhim"

Me:"oh...

Quinton:"hesignedthedivorcepaperstooso

there'snothingconnectingyoutohimanymore"

Me:"thankGod"

*silence*

Me:"yourmotherreallydoesn'tlikeme..andyour

sister"

Quinton:"don'tmindthem,they'llcomearound"

Me:"allthosethingsshesaid......reallyhurtmy

feelings"

Heturnshisbodytofaceme

Quinton:"hey...I'msorryaboutthat,mymomcan

beveryprotectiveofussometimes,which

becomesannoying,butI'lltalktoherokay?"



Isigh

Me:"Ireallydon'tunderstandwhyshehatesme

somuch,Ididn'tdoanythingwrong"

Quinton:"Iknow,ifanythingsheshouldbe

treatingyoulikeanangelafterwhather

husbanddidtoyouandyourfamily"

Me:"ittookalotinmetonotburstthatout

today,ittakesalotinmetonothateherforher

husband'sdoings,ittakesalotinmetotryfitin

withafamilyofthemanwhokilledmy

father,butyoudon'tseemebringingitupevery

time,soifshe'sgoingtokeepbringingupthe

factthatIbrokeupwithyouandbrokeyour

heartallthetime,wenotgoingtoget

along....causeQuinton...Iwasalsoforcedby

circumstancestomakethedecisionsI

made,youknowIneverwantedtohurt

you.......right?"

Ilookathim,heflasheshislazysmile



Quinton:"I'venevermetsuchamature,strong

andlovingeighteenyearoldlikeyouinmy

entirelife"

Me:"I'mjusttiredofallthedramaQ...Iwantto

behappynow.....withyou,likewewerebefore

whenwewerestilljustroommatesandbest

friends"

Quinton:"youseethis"

HepointathimandI

Quinton:"thisrightheremakesmehappy"

Hemovescloserandpullsmecloser

Me:"Quinton?"

Quinton:"Lisa?"

Me:"nomatterwhathappens,nomatterhow

muchwemightgetangryateachotherorfight

forsomereason....pleasedon'tleavemeor

disappearforsixmonthsormore"

Hechuckles



Quinton:"I'mneverleavingyouagain,you'd

havetokillmetogetridofmenexttime"

Me:"I'msoblessed"

Quinton:"damnrightyouare"

Hekissesme,thekissdeepensashegetsin

betweenmylegs

Hetakesoffmyshirtandbraandstarts

massagingmyboobsmywholebodyreactsto

histouch,heslideshishandsdowntomybutt

andsqueezesit,Imovehishandawayfrommy

butttomywaist,heslidesitdownagainImove

thembacktomywaist,hepicksmeuptoget

mefurtherinthecenterofthebedhetakesoff

myshorts,wellhisshortsbutareonme,anyway

hetakesofftheshorts,thentakesoffhis

too...mybodyishungryforhim,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingoninsidemyhead,butitsbattling

withmyheartandbody..herubsmydripping

punaniImoanandmovehishandstomassage



myboobs,hepullsoutofthekissandlooks

deepontomyeyeswithafrownonhisface...he

kepthiseyesonmineashetouchesmypunani

Iarchmybackmovingupabit

Quinton:"okay,what'sup?"

Me:"huh?Whatyoutalkingabout?"

Quinton:"this"

HerubsmypunaniagainItrytostaystill

Quinton:"youcan'tkeepstill,youmovemy

handsawaywhenItouchyou"

Me(timidly):"whhaaaat?"

Ifeelhimrubhisdickonmyentrancemybreath

hitchesasIclosemyeyeswaitingforthepain

tokickin..butnothinghappenshe'salreadyoff

meandnownexttome

Quinton:"younotcomfortable,youcan'teven

hidethefear...whydon'tyoutellmetostop?"

Me:"IIdon'twantyoutostop"



Quinton:"wellyourbodyistalkingawhole

differentstory"

Me:.....

Quinton:"I'mnotgoingtoforcemyselfon

you,I'mnotgoingtotieyouuporclipthingson

yourpussy,I'mnothimbub,he'snevergoingto

comebackagainandyouwon'tgothroughthat

again"

Me:.....

Quinton:"youfreetobeyourselfagain"

Me(sighs):"I'msorry...Ireallywanttomakelove

withyou,Ido,itsallI'vebeenthinkingabout,I

don'tknowwhyIkeepfeelinglikehe'sstillhere

justwaitingformetodosomethingwrongso

hecanstranglethelifeoutofme"

Quinton:"Ithinkyouneedtherapybub"

Me:"I'mfineQuinton..I'llbefine"

Hesighsheavily



Quinton:"fine....let'sgiveitafewmoreweeks,if

there'snochange,yougettingtherapyokay?"

Inod

Me:"okay"

Hepicksmeupandwegotakeabath,wenow

inthebathtubwithbubbles....Wesitting

oppositeeachother

Heputssomebubblesonhischinmakinga

beard

Quinton:"HoHoHo....marryChristmasboys

andgirls!"

Igiggle

Me:"Santaclause!!Ohmygosh!ItsSanta

Clause!!"

Ijumponhim,heslidedownandthewater

buriesusunder,Itrygettingbackupbutits

slipperyandQisholdingmedown,Ipullmy

headoutofthewater



Me:"Aah!!LetgoofmeSanta!"

Heslideshimselfbackupwebothinstitches

hisheadiscoveredwithbubbles

Thedoorbustsopen,IjumponQuintonagain

"SomebodysaidSanta!!?Where?"

Me(shouting):"Aidan!!Getout!!"

Aidan:"but...Santa..No...NoSanta!?"

Me:"Booooyyyy...(clenchedteeth)...Getyouass

outofhere!"

Aidan:"I'msosorryguysIreallythought....

Quinton:"Now!!"

Hejumps

Aidan:"ofcause....

Herunsoutandclosesthedoor

Me(sighs):"Geez....

Thedooropensagain



Aidan:"Bytheway,thisissocute,Ihavetodo

this"

Hesnapsapicture...Quintonattempttogetup

buthewastooslowforAidanwhohas

vanished

Hesitsdownandmakeshimselfcomfortable

again

Me:"canyoubelievehim?"

Quinton:"suchanareshole"

Me:"awanker"

Quinton:"anincompoop"

Me:"astupidiot!"

Weremainseriousforafewsecondsbefore

burstingintolaughter

Me(laughing):"yousaidpoop"

Quinton:"stupidiotishisnewname"

Me:"really?Itkindasuitsyoutoo"



Hestopslaughingandbecomesveryserious

Quinton:"ohyeah?Ithoughtyouwereonmy

sidehere?"

Me:"Iam"

Quinton:"wow,ifyougoingtobetwofacedat

leastmakeoneofthempretty"

Igaspintotalshocktryingtodigestthatinsult

Me(speechless):"well...aarrhhgg!"

Ifoldmyarmsandsulk

Quinton:"Isaidmakeitprettybub,notworse"

Isplashhimwithwaterandputuptwomiddle

fingersforhimbeforestandinguptogetoutof

thetub,hepullsmebackIslipandfallonhim,I

thinkIfellhardonhisdick

Quinton(groaning):"aaaahhhhhhhholyfucken

shiiiiiitttt!"

Me(worried):"oohhhlovebugareyouokay!?"



Quinton:"fuuuuuccckkk!

.

.

.

.

tobecontinued
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LISA



(SHORT)

"Hhllliiiouch"

Me:"sorrybug...isitnothelping?"

Wenowinbed,Iputanicepackonhisdick,well

itsapacketoffrozenveggies,that'sallIcould

find

Quinton:"No!"

Me:"takeoffyourbriefsandputitrightonthe

D"

Quinton:"youcrazy?Thisshitiscold"

Me:"comeonmanup!"

Quinton:"letmetryputitonyourpussy,seeif



youwillmanup"

Me:"butI'mnotaman"

Quinton:"really?Didn'trealise"

Wowthisguycandiss

Me:"mxm,youknowwhat,ifyougoingtodiss

me,takecareofyourself,nx"

Igetinthecoversandturnmybackonhim

Hepatsme

Quinton:"bub..I'msorry,itsjustmydickisso

painfulandmyhormonesareallovertheplace

rightnow"

Ican'thelpbutcrackupandlaugh

Me:"that'sjustgayman"

Isitupandfacehim,bythewayitswaypast

midnightnow

Quinton(fakecryingvoice):"justIdon'tknow

whatI'mgonnadoofmydickcouldneverwork



again"

Me:"yooohhhhowarewegoingtosurvive?"

Quinton:"Idon'tknowlove..Idon'tknow"

Me(whispers):"doyouthinkitsbroken?"

Hegasps

Quinton:"itcan'tbe....ohhhbubthisisallyour

fault"

Me:"myfault?Youtheonewhopulledmeback

whenIwantedtogetout"

Quinton:"yeahbutyoutheonewhoslippedand

fellonit...withyourhugesexyass"

Me:"firstofall..myassain'thuge...(chuckles)..

ButsexyIagreewith....secondly,itsyourfaultI

slipped"

Quinton:"whatever,nowwewillstarvetodeath

ourwholelives"



Me(mummers):"boymypussyain'tbroken"

Quinton:"whatwasthat?"

Me:"I'msureitsnotbroken...Letmerubit"

Quinton:"yeahright..that'swhatyousaid?"

Hegivesmethe"Iknowyoulying"look

Igetupandtaketherubbingstuff,Icomeback

withitandsitinbetweenhisspreadoutlegs

Me:"let'staketheseoff"

Islidehisbriefsdown,myeyespopout...ohhh

mydiditgetbigger?Oritsbeenawhile

Quinton:"really?Youseriouslygoingtodrool

overmybrokendick?"

Ilookupathim

Me:"huh?"

Quinton:"wow"

Igiggleandsqueezetheherballotiononhim



Quinton:"aahhhthat'scold"

Me:"sorrybaby"

Ipickitupandstartrubbing

Quinton:"mmmmhhhgentlebub"

Me:"Yesmylove"

Ohmydamn!Ireallydidn'tthinkmypussy

wouldreacttothisbutitssoprovingme

wrong,itsariverdownthereandit'sonlybeena

fewseconds

Hekeepsmoaningtomytouch...heeeeyyyy

whatisthis?Whyisitgettingharder?Hiseyes

areclosedandhe'sfacingtheceiling

"Oohhhyeeaahaahhshit"

Me:"Quinton?"

Okayit'sreallyupnowandtoohard,thishand

jobisnothelping

Quinton:"fuck...don'tstopbaby"



Hello!?Thiswassupposedtohealyounot

makeyouhorny

Me:"Quinton..Isitbetternow?"

Quinton:"itsgettingthere,justalilbitlonger"

Me:"okay"

Quinton:"shit..okaymoveyourhandsnow"

Imovethemhesitsup,myeyeswidenasIsee

cumspittedoutbyhisdick

Quinton:"sorrybub,butyourhandsaremagical"

Me:"itscool...soareyoufeelingbetternow?"

Quinton:"No,itsstillpainful,evenworsenow

thatI'mturnedon"

Me:"I'msorrylovebug,Iwastryingtohelp"

IgettakeatowelandIwipehim,wegetinthe

coversandcuddlebutheiskeepinghis

distancewithhisdickfromtouchingme,he

reallylookslikehe'sinpain



Me:"ohhmybaby,weshouldgoseethedoctor

tomorrow"

Heshakeshishead

Quinton:"I'msureit'llbefinebythen"

Isleepwithmybackhemovescloserand

snugglesinme,heburieshisfaceonmy

breasts,Iforgothowmuchofababyhe

becomeswhenhe'ssickorhurt\injured..he

keepssuckingmynippletillIgotdrowsyand

lightswentoff

*******

Me(singing):

Icallyoumy:Baby,honey,sugar,bunnySweetie

Snickerdoodle,BabyDollcuddlepoodle,Sweet

cheeks.Angeleyes,PoohBearcutiepieCuddle

Muffin,Twinkletoes,HoneybunnyTootsie

roll.....TheyallmeanthesameTheyjustmean.I

didn'thearyouthedayyoutoldmeyourname.I

callyoumy:SweetHeart,Sweetiepie,Honey



bunch,Butterfly,Pumpkin,SweetPotato,honey

pot,hottomatoSunbeamSugarpeeee

Buttercupbumblebee,Lovebird,Sunshine,

SuperfineAngelMine,Theyallmeanthesame

Theyjustmean,Ididn'thearyouthedayyou

toldmeyourname........Icallyoumy:Dream

boat,dumplingdearheartdarlingHoneyBear

Sweetpea,SugarplumHoneybeeBabycakes

Sugarpieap-pleofmyeyeSnuggleBunny

HoneyDew...justtonameafew....Theyall

meanthesameTheyjustmean,Ididn'thear

youthedayyoutoldmeyourname

"Quinton!HisnameisQuintonAmbrose

O'Brien!!....sayitwithme...QUINTON-AMBROSE

-O'BRIEN!"

AidanmakeshiswaytothekitchenwhereI'm

busymakingbreakfastforeveryone

Me(laughing):"Shutup,Iknowhisnameokay"

Heopensthefridge



Aidan:"I'veneverheardsomanypetnamesin

onesentenceallinoneday,inonesong"

Hetakesoutmilk

Me:"SowhatifIcallhimmy..SweetPeachhot

stuffAngelmylove

GumdroppancakeHoneyBuncupcake

SugarLipsHuggleBearHoneySuckleIdon't

care

PuppyWuppyAwesomepossumSnugglicious

Cuddleblossom.....

Aidan:"whhoooaaaIthoughtIwastheannoying

one"

Hesaysasheputsthebottleinhismouthand

drinksthemilk,GoshIhatethat

Me(irritated):"reallyAidan?...comeondude,we

havecupsforareason"

Heswallowandmakesthat"aahhh"sound



Aidan:"sorry"

Me:"Noyounotsorrycauseyouwillrepeatit

againandagain,Ihavetopreachthesame

thingtoyourbrother,heneverlistens,I

understandyouyoungerbuty'allshouldstop

actinglikebloodyfiveyearolds,actuallyevena

fiveyearoldknowsbetter...lookletmeshow

youhowitsdone..itsreallysimple"

Iwalkuptothecupboardandtakeoutaglass

Me:"youjusttaketheglasshere..likethis"

Igrabthemilkfromhim

Me:"thenyoupouritinthecup...likethis"

Ipouredit

Me:"thenyoudrink....likethis"

Isplasheditonhim

Aidan(screaming):"aaahhhhhhhhcoldcold

coldcold!!!!!!!!"



Iburstintolaughter,hescreamslikeagirl

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"

Alimpingyonelawalkstowardstheloungeand

throwsherselfonthecouchAidanimmediately

stopsscreamingandstartsactingalltough

Aidan(leaningagainstthewalkwithhisarms

folded):"Supgirl"

Ilaughathimyoushouldseehowcoolhe's

trynaactrightnow

Yonela(confused):"wasup"

Me(laughing):"Amazing,absolutelyamazing"

Yonela:"IthoughtIheardyouscream

Aidan..youokay?"

Aidan:"hahapssshhhscream?Me?Haha

whaaaaat?"

Yonela:"yeah....youdid"

Aidan:"aabbppshhh...didyouseemeorhear



me?"

Yonela:"Iheardyou"

Aidan:"exactly,youdidn'tseeanythingsoit

wasn'tme...youhavenoproof...nowLeaveme

alone!RealMendon'tscream"

Me((shouts):"ComecleanthismessupAidan"

Hestartlesandscreamsabitasheruns

towardsmeinthekitchen

Aidan:"Yesma'am"

YonelaandIareinstitches

"Damn,aguycan'tgetsomepeaceandquietin

hisownhouse"

AlsoalimpingQuintoncomesdownthestairs

Aidan:"itsallyourgirl'sfaultman...(fakecrying

voice)....she'ssomean"

YonelaandIstillhaven'tstoppedlaughing,

Aidan'ssillyfaces..he'sonecharacterItellyou



Iswitchoffthepotsandwalkuptomylovebug

andhelphimsit,Icanbeoverprotectivewhen

he'slikethis,justlikeheistome,itjusthappens

naturally

Me:"youwerenotsupposedtocomeoutthe

bed"

Quinton:"aahhitsboringupthere"

Hesaysasheadjustshimself

Yonela:"wow,IwishIgotthismuchattention

whenIcamedown"

Igiggle

Me:"comeon,youknowIwaswatchingyou

right"

Sherollshereyes

Yonela:"yeahright...anywaywhathappenedto

him?"

Welookateachother,heshakeshishead

warningmenottotell



Me:"itsalongstory"

Aidan:"wegottime"

Silencefillstheroomastheycuriouslyawaitan

explanation

*Dingdong*

Savedbythebell

Quinton:"youshouldgogetthat"

Me:"Yeah,gottagetthedoornotimeforchit

chat"

Iquicklywalkaway,asQuintoncovershisdick

areawithacushion

Iopenthedoorandatallbigbuffmanis

standinginfrontofme,staringdownatmewith

hispiercingsilverblueeyes,myheartstopped

forafewseconds

Clyde:"heythere"

Idoabitofbreathingexercise



Me:"hheyClyde"

Clyde:"howareyou?"

He'svoiceissodeep...Idon'tknowwhyI'mso

scaredofhim,trustmeifyousawhimyou'dbe

scaredtoohe'ssointimidating

Me:"II'mgood"

Clyde:...

Me:"you?"

Clyde:"I'mcool"

Me:....

Clyde:"mayIcomein?"

Me:"ofcause..sorryyesyoumay"

Clyde:....

Me:.....

Clyde:"canyoumakewayformetocomein?"

Ijumpoutoftheway,whatiswrongwithme...I



feellikeIwastalkingtothepresidentthat'show

nervoushemademe

....

Idishupforeveryoneandwejusteatbythe

lounge,guesstheynotasfancyasIthought

causetheytoldmethere'snoneedtosetthe

table.

Wewerejusthavinglightconversations,When

yoneladecidestobringitupagain

Yonela:"oohyeah,guysyouwereabouttotellus

what'shappenedtoQuinton?"

Aidan:"ohhyeah..I'malsocurious,hehasn't

movedfromthatspotsincehecamedown

here"

Yonela:"hasn'tevenchangedposition"

Clyde:"what'suplilbro?Whohurtyou,soIcan

gobreaktheirbones"

Ilookathimwithmyeyesoutindisbelief,while



hehasthemostseriousface...amItheonlyone

whoheardthat?Causenooneelsereactedto

hisstatement

Quinton(chuckles):"youguys...itsnothing...Ijust

hurtmyfootthat'sall"

Me:"yeah,hebumpeditagainstthewall...my

poorbaby"

Irubhisthighashehashislegsonmylap,while

myplateinonhislegs

Aidan:"really..Wellletmejust"

HepulledhislegsabitbutQuintondidn'tbudge

Aidan:"youlying,howcomeyoudidn'tfeelany

pain?"

Welookateachotherandjustthenhereacts

Quinton:"aahhhouchAidan,whydidyoudo

that"

Butitwasalittletoolateandtoofake



Clyde:"comeon,whatreallyhappened?"

Me:"Soguys....theweathertoday,islooking

good,amIright?"

Thisismedoingahorriblejobonchangingthe

subject

Quinton:"yeahverygoodweatherbabe"

Aidan:"yeahwenotbuyingit"

Okaytheynotgoingtodropthis,Ilookat

Quintonhegivesmethegoahead

Me:"fine...(lookingatAidan)..Mrnosey

parker....Qkindahurthisdickreallybadly...I

kindaslippedandfellonit...whilewewere

takingabath.......andnowwethinkitsbroken"

*seriousfacesandsilence*

Aidanburstsintolaughterlikeseriouslaughter...

Yonelacan'tholditinanymoresoshejoinsin,I

looksatClydewhoistryingreallyhardto

maintainaseriousfacebutinsteadhe'sturning



redfromholdingitin

Quinton:"letitoutClyde"

Heburstsimmediately

Clyde:"I'msorry..I'mnotlaughingforreal"

Hesaysbetweenhislaugh

Igetup

Me:"let'sgetoutofherelovebug"

Itakehishandandweheadupstairs

Clyde:"Sorryaboutyourdickman!!"

Heshoutswhilelaughing

Me:"don'tmindthembabe,onedaythey'llbreak

theirdickstoo,andwe'llseewho'llbelaughing"

Helooksatmewiththat"areyoubeingfor

real?"Look

Quinton:"I'mnotthreebub"

Ilaugh



Me:"sorryIwasjusttrying"

Quinton:"Nostoptreatingmelikeababy"

Me:"okaythen..sorry"

Ileavehimbythebed

Andheadtothebathroom

"Bub!Pleaserunwaterinthetubforme!

Thanks!"

SomuchfornotbeingtreatedlikeababyIroll

myeyes

"Andpleaseputthatgelthatsmellslikeapples,

youalwaysuse!!"

.

.

.

.

insertlatertonight
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Me:"let'sgotothedoctor,maybethisisserious

"

Quinton:"Idon'twannahavesomeguyallupon

myO'Brien"



Me:"butbaby,theherbalrubbingstuffshould've

helped,itsbeenhours,pleaselovebug"

Igivehimthebabyface

Quinton:"okayfine,buthewon'ttouchit"

Hewarns

Me:"okayI'llmakesurehedoesn't"

Idon'tknowhowI'lldothatbutIneedhimtogo

seethedoctor

Wejustfinishedfresheningupwearenow

gettingreadytogo

WemakeourwaydownstairswithQuinton

holdingmefordearlifeifitwereuptohimhe'd

makemecarryhim

Alleyesturntolookatusshiftingtheirfocus

fromthegameofcardstheyareplaying

Aidan:"how'sbigD?"

Theylaugh



Quinton:"fuckyouman"

Aidan:"that'sgonnabealiltoohardfor

you,don'tyouthink?"

HeattemptstomarchtohimbutIholdhim

back

Me:"we'llbelate,you'llgethimonceyoubetter"

Quinton:"pleasebub,I'mjustgonnaslaphima

lil"

Me:"No,let'sgo"

Hehuffs,theyareinstitches,itsweirdseeing

Clydelaughbutwhenhe'sdonehebecomes

seriousrightawaylikeheneverevenstarted

Me:"nxa,leavemybabyalone"

Andthatwasmestandingupformyman,good

jobLisa,youdidwell

Wewalkoutanddrivetotheclinic

Me:"Ihatecues,clinicslovebeingfull"



Quinton:"we'llgotoaprivateone,theymuch

better,plusIgotafriendthere"

Me:"ohgoodthat'sbetter"

Quinton:"Iwanttoshowyousomethingcool"

Me(excited):"ohyeah?Whatisit?"

Quinton:"itsasurprise,Iwantedtotakeyou

thereonyoureighteenthbirthdaybut..."

Myheartsinksatthoseword

Quinton:"butatleastIstillgettotakeyouthere"

Me:"Yeah,Iwishthingswould'vebeendifferent

atthattime"

Quinton:"don'tstressaboutit,allthatmattersis

thatyouherenow,withme"

Me:"andnothingshallcomebetweenusagain"

Quinton:"I'dbedamnedifIletit"

Ismilewidelylikeageekwhohasjustbeen

greetedbyhercrush



Wearriveattheclinic

Receptionist:"doyouhaveanappointment?"

Me:"No..but

Receptionist:"you'llhavetomakean

appointmentfortomorrowDrGonzalesisfully

bookedfortoday"

Me:"Igetthat...butyouseethisisan

emergency.....(Whispers)..Myboyfriend'sdick

kindabroke"

Shegasps

Receptionist:"isthathimoverthere"

shepointsatasadQuintonsittingonthechair

Inod

Receptionist:"I'llgoletthedoctornow"

Me:"thankyouverymuch"

Igositnexttohim

Me:"youokay?"



Quinton:"I'mfine,justreallyworriedaboutmy

dick,itssopainful"

OkaynowI'mstartingtofeelreallybadthis

seemstobemoreseriousthanIthought

Me:"I'msosorry...Ididn'tmeantofallonit"

Quinton:"itsnotyourfaultbub"

"Quinton?"

Welookupanditsthedoctorcomingtowards

us

Quinton:"DrGonzales"

Dr:"heyhowareyou"

Hestandsupandtheyshareahug,Istandup

Quinton:"I'mgoodandyou?"

Dr:"I'vebeenbetter"

Quinton:"okay,thisismygirlfriend,Lisa"

Sheshakesmyhand



Dr:"nicetomeetyou"

Me:"likewise"

Shelooksdownathispants

Dr:"heardyougotabigproblem,downthere?"

Quinton(chuckles):"notthatbig,justaminor

thing,youknow"

YeahrightMr'I'msoworried...itssopainful'

argh..Irollmyeyes

Dr:"okaylet'sgocheckitout,followme"

Wefollowher

Dr:"ohyoucanwaitouthere"

Ohhellno,she'snotabouttolookandtouchmy

man'sDwhileI'mnotthere

IgiveQuintonalook

Quinton:"canshepleasecomein,Ireallyneed

hertoholdmyhand"

Dr:"okaythen,ifyoudon'tmind"



Me(fakesmile):"hedoesn't"

WewalkinsidetheER

Dr:"takeoffyourpantsandlieonthatbedover

there"

Hetakesoffhispantsandhe'sonlyleftinhis

undies

Heliesonthebed

Shewritesafewthingsonherpapers

Dr:"okayI'mgonnaneedyoutotellmeexactly

whathappened?"

Welookateachotherhegivesmethe'youtell

her'face

Me:"wellitwaswhenweweretakingabubble

bath...soIwantedgetoutofthetubbuthe

pulledmebacktohimandIslippedandfellon

hispenis......reallyhard"

Dr:"mhokayIsee...wereyouhardwhenthis

happened?"



Quinton:"hard?"

Dr:"yes,likewasyourpenishard,didyouhavea

boner?"

Helooksaroundthenbackather,hewipeshis

noseandsniffs

Quinton:"maybe...justalil"

Dr:"yesorNo"

Quinton:"Yes"

Ilookathimandlaughsilentlyherollshiseyes

Dr:"right!Okay,let'scheckyouup"

Heslidesdownhisundies,I'mreallynot

comfortablewiththis,didhereyesjustwiden?

Shebetternotbegettinganyideas!

Sheputsonherglovesandstartstouchingand

feelingit

Dr:"okay,itsnotbroken"

Webothsighinrelief



Dr:"butthere'sabentvein,we'llhavetogocheck

ituponthex'-ray"

Shedoesalltheprocedures

Wenowwaitingforherinheroffice

Shewalksin

Dr:"okay,youwillusethis,itwillhelphealyour

penisfasterandnocorpulationforatleastafull

month"

Me:"whoa...youserious?"

Dr(laughs):"deadly"

Quinton:"damn,youknowwhatthatmeans

bub?"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"don'tdothingsthatturnmeonlike

...Nomorebathingtogether,younotallowedto

getnakedinfrontofme,noblushing,no

cuddling,noeyestaringthosemakemewanna

kissyou,nospankingmyass,nogiggling,no



sadbabyfaces....etcetera"

Me:"basicallyyoutellingmeIshouldbearobot

withnofeelings?"

Quinton:"nowwegettingsomewhere...That's

whatIcallteamwork...uphere"

Heputshishandupforahighfiveijustlookat

him

Hissmiledisappearsbutdoesn'tdrophishand

asheturnstolookatthedoctor

Quinton:"upheredoc?"

Shealsojustlooksathim

Hedropshishandslowlyindisappointment

Quinton:"toughcrowd.."

Welaughathim

Istandup

Me:"thankyouDrGonzales,youalifesaver"

Quinton:"itsherjob?"



Me:"Quinton!"

Dr(laughs):"that'swhatIwasabouttosay

anyway....wowQuinton,itsmyfirsttimeseeing

youthishappy?"

Quinton:"really?"

Dr:"Yeah,you'vealwaysbeentheserious

type,neverlaughs,nevershowedafullsmile"

Hesmilesandlooksstme

Quinton:"IguessI'vebeenaroundgood

companyforawhilenow"

Iblush

Quinton:"Isaidnoblushingbub...greatthisis

reallygoingtobeonelongmonth"

Dr(laughing):"okay,youtwohavemademy

day...pleasegetoutofmyofficenow"

Me:"byeDoc"



Dr:"pleasedon'tletgoofhim...Ilikethisnew

Quinton"

Me:"Iwon't"

Wewalkaway.

Wenowdrivingto..

Me:"wherewegoingnow?"

Quinton:"we'llfirstpassthemall,itsstillearly

andyoursurpriseisonlycoolatnight"

Me:"uuhhhIcan'twait!!"

Wegettothemallandshoparound,there'sno

foodbackinthathouse,whichshowsthathe's

beenstayingalonesoIboughtgroceries

Wewenttoputthembackinthecarthencame

backintothemalltojustlookaround,buthe

insistedIdosomeclothesshoppingformyself.

ItsbeenawhilesinceIshoppedforclothes,a

verylongwhilesoIdoneedthisIwasinand

outoffittingrooms



Me:"how'sthisone?"

Quinton:"great"

Heisbusypressinghisphone,hewasco

operatingawhileagobutnowhe'sjustbored

Me:"Quinton!Younotevenlookingatme"

Heglancesupthenbackathisphone

Quinton:"Awesomebub,Iloveit"

Igrabhisphoneawayfromhimandswitchit

off

Quinton:"HeeyyIwasalmostdonewiththat

level"

Me:"canyoufirstconcentrateonthislevel"

Ipointatmyself

Quinton:"mmhwhatdidIgetmyselfinto.....you

lookbeautifulbabe,Ilovethatdressonyou"

Me:"really?Ithinkitmakesmelookfat?"

Quinton:"thenwhydoyouaskformyopinionif



yougoingtoshutitout?"

Me:"causeyounotbeinghonestwithme,you

givethesameopinionforeverythingItryon"

Quinton:"becausetheyallsuityou"

Me:"that'salie!"

Quinton:"ifyouknowI'mgoingtoliewhydo

youaskformyopinion?"

Me:"causewitheveryclothingIputonIgeta

littlehopethatyouropinionwouldchangea

bit,insteadofthesamelineoverandoveragain"

Quinton:"okayfine!Youwantmetobehonest?"

Me:"Yes!"

Welooksateachotherforawhile,hesighs

Quinton:"yourightthatdressmakesyoulook

fat,itjustdoesn'tgowithyourskintone,Imean

lookatyou,youlooklikearainbowwithall

thosedifferentcoloursalloveryou...and

girl..loosetheshoes,theymakeitlooklikeyou



haveskinnylegs,nevereverlookatdresseslike

thisone...embarrassment"

Hebreathsoutafterthatasifaloadhasbeen

liftedfromhisshoulders

Ifeelmytemperaturerising,didhejustsayall

thosemeanthingstome?

Iruntohimandstartpunchinghimonthe

stomach,whichkindadrewattentiononusbutI

didn'tcare,IfeltlikeIwasfightingwithawall

causehewasn'tevenmovingabit

Me:"AarrrghIhateyou!Howcanyoubeso

cruel!"

Hepicksmeuplikeabagofpotatoesand

headstothefittingroomwhereheputsme

down

Quinton:"whatthehellLisa?"

Me:"howcanyousayallthosemeanthingsto

meinfrontofpeople?"



Quinton:"youwantedmetobehonest?"

Me:"soallthosethingsweretrue?"

Quinton:"weellll"

Me(gasps):"yousuchaassclown,

twat,cheesedick,sleezebag,buttmonkey,

boogerface!"

Ifeelhissoftcoldlipsonminedoingthingsthat

makemykneesweekandtummybubbly

Hebreaksit

Quinton:"youweresaying"

Me:"cuteypie,handsomeface,sweetlips"

HelaughsandkissesmeagainIdeepenit,my

legwrapsitselfaroundhimhepicksmeupand

pinsmeonthewall...hepullsoutandputsme

down

Quinton:"shit,itsstillpainfulbub"

Me:"I'msorrylovebug,letmegetoutofthis



ridiculousdress"

Hewasrightthoughthisdressisugly,Idon't

knowwhatIwasthinking

Wewalkaroundthemallwithhimbeingall

loveydoveyandstuckonme

Me:"rememberthisshop?"

Ipointatthejewelrystorewewenttowhenwe

weredrunkearlierthisyear

Quinton:"ohyeah,let'sgoinside"

Wewalkinsideandlookaround,

Me:"youboughtthatbeautifulringthatcaught

myeyeforourfakeengagement"

Quinton:"Iwasstupidlyinlove"

Me:"Was?"

Quinton:"Istillam"

Hepullsmecloserandpecksmylips

"Ambrose?"



Helet'sgoofmeandwelookbehindustobe

metbyasexyhourglassfigureandafacethat

lookslikeshe'sdoneseveralbotoxsurgeries

ShecomestowardsusandQuintonmeetsher

halfway

Istandinoneplacelikeafool

Her:"longtimenosee"

Theyshareahug...alongone

Quinton:"ahhyeahlongtimeindeed,howyou've

beenSydney?"

Sydney?Sydney?Soundsfamiliar

"Quintonbaby,yourememberSydney?"

".Sydneyfox...howcanIforget"

"ohhIrememberSydney...Youroldfriendsince

primarytillhighschool"

"andthefirstgirlhe'severboughthome"

"Iwantedtoletyouknowshe'sintown,I



bumpedintoherafewdaysagoandshesaidI

mustsayhi"

That'sright,that'swhyshesoundsfamiliar

Quinton:"Lisa!!?"

Isnapoutofmythoughts

Me:"huh?"

Quinton:"I'vebeencallingyou....anywaycome

closer"

Iwalkclosertothem

Quinton:"thisisSydneyFoxmyoldfriendfrom

wayback..."

Me:"ohhnicetomeetyouSydney"

Quinton:"Sydney,thisismybeautifulgirlfriend

Lisa"

PhewatleasthemadeitclearthatI'mhis

girlfriend..AndhethinksI'mbeautiful,Ihope

thatsankinherhead



Sydney:"okay...sohow'sMomholdingup?Its

beenawhileandwhenIbumpedintoherthe

otherdayIwasinarush,didn'tgettimetocatch

up"

Quinton:"she'sfine,she'sbeenthroughalotin

thebeginningoftheyearwiththeheartfailure..

Butshe'sdoingmuchbetternow"

Didthisb*#%$justignoreme?

Sydney:"ohhshame....Iheard,lookweshoulddo

drinkssometimeandcatchup?"

Quinton:"yeahdefinitely...Howaboutnext

weekend?"

Sydney:"nextweekendsoundsperfect...I'llsee

youthenmunchkin"

Quinton:"youhavetostopwiththatname"

Sydney(irritatinglaugh):"I'lltry..butIstillloveit

foryou....byeAmbrose"

Theyhugagainandshewalksaway...wowshe



didn'tevensayawordtome,notthatIwanted

herto,,butthatwasjustrude

Quinton:"wow,peoplechange"

Me:"yeah?"

Quinton:"sheusedtobeskinnyashell"

Ilaugh

Me:"thebotoxandbuttocksurgeriesmustbe

doingwellforher"

Quinton(laughing):"comeonbub,don'tbe

mean"

Me:"really?I'mthemeanone?Shetotally

ignoredmewhenyouintroducedus"

Quinton:"shedidn't"

Me:"okaylet'spretendwedidn'tnoticethat"

Quinton:"okay....maybeshedidbutitmustbe

becauseshe'sinarush"

Me:"yeslet'sprotectherrudeness"



Helooksatmeandsmiles,whatishesmiling

at?Nx

Me:"let'sgo"

Iwalkaway,mymoodwasdownbutobviously

withQuintonaroundIcan'tbedownformore

thanfiveminutes,IthinkitsimpossiblecauseI

wasnowlaughingmygutsout

Quinton:"andwehere"

Me(excited):"Ohwow,theplanetarium?I've

alwayswantedtocomehere"

Quinton:"Yeah,Iknow,andhereyouare"

Me:(teary):"aaww...babe,thisistoosweet"

Ipeckhislipsandweheadinside,wehadlotsof

funlookingatthestartsandallthedifferent

planets

Itwassoromantic,thisisliterallythemost

romantic,mostnicemostgenerousmostloving

thinganyonehaseverdoneforme



Me:"thankyouQ....thankyousomuch"

Quinton:"Iloveyou"

Weshareapassionateslowkissfilledwithlots

ofemotions

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

....

Wegothomereallylate

Wetookeverythingfromthecartothehouse,

Quinton:"aarrghdowehavetounpack?"

Me:"justtheonesthatneedthefridge,we'llpack

theresttomorrow"

Quinton:"Ireallywanttohelpbub,butIneedto

restthosepillsarereallystartingtokickin,my

feetfeelnumb"

Me:"that'sokay,goupstairsI'llfinishupjust

now"

HeleavesmeandgoesupstairsIcontinue



packing

"yesy'allwillhaveyourupsanddownsitwon't

beaneasyroadbutaslongasthere'splentyof

loveyouwillbothbeforeverhappy....don't

throwthetowelwhenthegoinggetstough

causeitwill,butshowhimthatyoulovehimand

youstandbyhimnomatterwhat,he'lldothe

same"

Dad'swordsringinmymind

Ifinishupandgoupstairstoourroom,Ifindhim

talkingonthephonehe'salreadyinthebed

covers

Quinton:"Iknowright?..(laughs)

...

Quinton:"okayitwasgoodbumpingintoyou

againafteralongtime"

....

Quinton:"look..I'llseeyounextweekend"



....

Quinton:"goodnight...Andpleaseremember

whatIsaid...Nevercallmeatthishour,thisis

mybaby'stime"

...

Quinton:"okaybye"

Hehangsup

Ihavealreadychangedandmademyself

comfortableonthebed

Me:"whowasthat?"

Quinton:"Sydney...Shewantedtosay

goodnight"

Me:"toyouorus?"

Quinton:"us..nowcomelet'ssnuggle"

Isnuggledclosertohimandhedozedoff

immediately,Iguessthepillsgottohim
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LISA

AMONTHLATER

Me(frustrated):"aarrrghhthisisimpossible!"

I'minthestudyroomworkingonmylast



assignmentforthissemester,

AnditssofrustratingI'mnotgettingitandmy

brainjustdoesn'twanttowork,Thisissounlike

me!I'msupposedtobesmart!

"Needhelp?"

Ilookuptobemetbyyonela

Me:"NoI'mfinethanks"

Shecomesandstandsbehindme

Yonela:"judgingbythisblankpage,younotfine"

Ibangmyheadonthedesk

Me:"arghIhavenoideawhat'sgoingonhere"

Yonela:"okay,Iunderstandthispart,letmehelp

you"

Ilookupather

Me:"Ishouldbesayingthattoyou"

Yonela(chuckles):"wellyou'vebeenthrougha

lot,you'velostyourfocus..itsunderstandable"



Me:"butstill,Iusedtobenaturallyintelligent,I'd

beabletomakemyselfunderstandsomething

withoutbeingtaught...butnow...I'mjustso

dumb"

Ifeeltearsthreatening

it'snowtowardsendofSeptember..3October

isQuinton'sbirthdaywhichisinfivedaystime

Yonela:"younotdumbLisa,youstillvery

smart,itsjustyourlifehaschanged,youhave

morethingsgoingoninyourlifeandalotof

distractions,youstillhavenightmaresabout

Mncedisi,maybeonceyoustarttherapyyou'llgo

backtonormal"

Me:"Idon'tknowNella,Idon'tthinktherapywill

domeanygoodwhilethere'sstillpeoplewho

wantmedeadoutthere...andsomewhowant

tosnatchmyQaway"

ThetearsfallasIthinkabouthowhe'sbeen

chattingtoherfrequentlyandshealwayscalls



tosay"goodnight"yeahright,formorethanan

hourjusttosaygoodnight,howdumbdoeshe

thinkIam?

Shesitsoppositeme

Yonela:"nowcalmdown,noonewillsnatchQ

awayfromyou,haveyouseenhowwhipped

thatguyisbyyou?Thewayhelooksatyouis

likeamovie,thewayhejustrandomlykisses

youorstealpicturesofyouwhenyoufocused

onsomethingelse....(chuckles)...yesI'vebeen

watching,hetrulylovesyouLisa,andthat

Syndennywon'twinwhatevergameshe'stryna

play"

Herwordssinkdeepinmyheartasalittlehope

sparkleswithin

Me(smiling):"youright...hedoesloveme,he

wouldn'tbetraymelikethat"

Yonela:"NottheQuintonIknow"

Me(sighs):"thankyouNella"



Yonela:"that'swhatfriendsarefor"

Shetakesmyhandandkissesit

Me:"canIask?"

Yonela:"askaway"

Me:"doyoustillhavefeelingsforme?"

*silenceasshestaresintomyeyes*

Yonela:"yes...butIlikeitbetterifwejust

friends"

Me:"yousure?"

Shenods

Yonela:"yes,IrealisedthatIloveyoumoreas

mysisterthanalover,itsjusteverytimewhen

weusedtoplayhousewhenwewerekidsand

wewouldbemotherandfather,weusedtokiss

andhug,weplayedthatgametillhighschool,

andrememberthetimewewantedtotryhow

itslikekissing?"



Ilaughalil

Me:"yeah,likehowtheydiditonTV"

Welaugh

Yonela:"yeah...andwetrieditwhenwewere

doinggradeten,itfeltsoniceandmagicalfor

me,yourlipsweresosoftandwarmand

sweet,thewayyouheldmyheadinpositionthe

wayourtonguesplayed,everythingaboutthat

kissexcitedme,Iwantedtodoitoverandover

again,that'swhenIdevelopedfeelingsforyou"

I'mspeechless

Me:"IIdon'tknowwhattosay?"

Yonela:"fromthenIthoughtIwaslesbian,but

upuntilnow,I'veneverbeenattractedtoother

girls,justyou"

Me:"maybeyounotalesbiannella,youjusthad

acrushonme,I'msureithappenswhenyouare

straightbutyouhaveacrushonagirl,it



happenstosomegirls"

Sheshrugs

Me:"andI'veseenhowyoulookatAidan"

Yonela:"let'sgetstartedwiththatpartyou

stuckonoverthere"

That'sherchangingthesubject

Me:"mmhhfine"

Shehelpsmeoutandwefinishitoff,shealso

explainsthetopictomeandIendupgettingit.

Yonela:"comelet'stakeabreakfromstudying,

andgoheppreparelunch"

Me:"I'mnotpreparinganythingthatwillgointo

Sydney'sbotoxmouth"

Shelaughs

wellshecouldn'tmakeittheotherweekend

whenQuintoninvitedheroverafterwebumped

intoheratthemallsonowshe'llbeworkingthis



sideoftownandshedecidedtocome

today....arghalsoQuinton'smomandCandra

arecoming,somebodyshootme!

Yonela:"isshereallythatfake?"

Me:"Giirrll,waituntilyoumeethertoday"

Welaughandheadtothebackwheretheguys

weregrilling,wellAidanwasgrilling,Clydewas

notaroundhereandmybabywasbusytexting

onhisphone,Iwalktowardshimhedoesn't

evennoticemecominguntilIstandbehindhim

andhughimfrombehindaroundhisnecksince

hewassittingdown,heclosedhisphone

immediately,beforeIcouldseewhathewas

doing

Ikisshischeek

Quinton:"heyLisa"

Lisa?Itsbeenawhilesinceyou'vecalledme



buborliss,hehasn'tusedthemfortwodays

now

Me:"heylovebug...needhelpwithfood?"

Heshakeshishead

Quinton:"naahhIgotit"

Me:"wow,yousurewentoutofyourwayonthis

dinner

Quinton:"really?Looksprettysimpletome"

Me:"youtookoutyourspecialwine,forspecial

occasions"

Quinton:"oh?...itjustsohappenstobeSydney's

favourite....Didyouknowshe'spersonallymet

themanwhocreatedthattypeofwine?"

Me(sarcasm):"wowshe'smetJesus?"

Istandupbeforehecouldsayanything

Ifeelhimpullmyhand

Quinton:"waitLisa,what'sbotheringyou?"



Me:"Ijustfeellikeyoudon't......

*phoneringing*

Helooksatitandsmiles

Quinton:"sorry,havetotakethis,later,Iwantyou

totellmewhat'sbotheringyouokay?"

Me:"butthisisexactly.....

Quinton:"hello?Ohyoubythegate?"

....

Quinton:"okayI'llopenupjustnow"

Hehangsupandrunsout,Ifeelmyheartbreak

intomillionpeaces...isitwrongformetofeel

thisway?Imeantheyjustoldbestfriendswho

haven'tseeneachotherinawhile,whohappen

toalsobeexlovers,whohappentojustwanna

catchuponthegoodoldtimes?Thatsounds

honestright?...HellNoitdoesn't!

IsitbythechillingchairsasIwatchAidanand

Yonelabythegrilllaughingandbeingtotally



ignoranttothefactthattheyhavesomething

specialtheysharewhichismorethan

friendship,theyremindmeofQuintonandI...

Tobehonest,Ikindamissthosedaysintimes

likethis.

IhearlaughtergettingclosertowhereIam

Quinton:"Heyguys,lookwho'sdecidedtojoin

us"

Theywalkuptothegrillandshe'sintroducedto

yonelaandhugsAidan,Iseehimmakeabored

facebehindherback

Heshowsherwheretosit,helooksmyway,then

heremembersIexist

Hecomesuptome

Quinton:"andwhyyousittingherebyyourself

younglady?"

Me:"ohyoucanseeme?"

Quinton:"ofcauseIcanseeyou,younot



invisible"

Me:"could'vefooledme"

Heignoresthatremark

Quinton:"come,momandCandraarealmost

here"

Hepullsmeup,Idragmyfeetbehindhim

Thedoorbellrings,IgoopenanditsCandra,her

momandClyde

Me:"Eveningma'am"

Q'smom:"Evening"

Shemakesherwayin

Q'smom:"wheremyfavouritegirl?"

Sheasksasshedisappearstotheback

Candra:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Shepassesmeandheadstotheback



Clyde:"heyLisa"

Me:"hiClyde"

RightnowI'mtoodrainedtobeevenscaredof

Clyde

Clyde:"youokay?"

Imakewayforhimtocomein

Me:"I'mfine,you?"

Clyde:"youdon'tlookfine?"

Me:"I'mfinereally"

Clyde:"hedoesn'tloveheranymore"

Ilookupathim

Clyde:"Sydney....Hedoesn'tloveher,trustme"

Me:"youdon'thavetoprotecthimClyde,evena

fiveyearoldcanseewhat'sgoingonthere"

Clyde:"that'sjustQuintonbeingtoofriendlyand

Sydneytakingitthewrongway...AndQuinton

beingtotallyblindtotheflirtingSydneythinking



she

Him&I:"wasjustbeingnice"

Me:"yeah,Iknow,butthistimeIthinkhecan

notice,hehideshisphoneawayfrom

me,doesn'tletmeplaygamesonit"

Clyde:"don'tworryaboutit,justtrusthim...I

knowmybrother,helovesyou,andhe'sstillnew

tothiswholelovething,soyougoingtohaveto

talktohimifyoufeellikethere'ssomething

wrong,causehewon'tknow,he'sneverbeenin

lovebefore,sohedoesn'tknowhowthings

work,ifyoudon'ttalk,you'lldefinitelygethurt"

Isigh

Ifonlyhegavemethechancetotalk

Me:"thanksClyde"

Hecom'scloserandthefearkicksin

Clyde:"makesurenooneknowsItoldyouthis

okay.?"



Me:"yessir!"

Wegojointheothers,Sydneymadeherself

comfortablenexttoQuintonwhichissoclear

that'smyspot,theonlyspaceleftisnextto

YonelasoIsitthereandoppositemeisSydney

mxm

Q'smom:"youknowSydney,I'msohappyyou

back,nowyoucanteachQuintonhowtotalkto

hismother"

Sydney(looksatQ):"howdoeshetalktomom

now?"

Q'smom:"heraiseshisvoiceatme

now,somethinghe'sneverdonebefore"

Shegivesmealookwhichgetsmeheatedup

withanger

Sydney:"andwhyisthatmunchkin?"

Quinton(chuckles):"momisjustexaggerating,I

nevershoutedather,Ijustusedafirmtone"



Sydney:"now,youknowbetterthantoberudeto

mom...neverhappensagain,okay?"

Quinton:"itwon'thappenagain"

Sydney:"goodboy"

Didshejustdisciplinemyman,infrontofme?

AmItheonlyonewhofeelslikethiswholething

isjustwrong?

Q'smom:"you'vealwaysbeengoodinfluencein

hislife,that'swhyIlikeyousomuchasmyvery

own"

Mythroatandchestaresopainfulrightnow

Aidan:"yeah...haveyouguysnoticedhowhe's

beenglowingeversincehestarteddatingLisa?"

Clyde:"yeahneverseenlilbrothishappy"

Yonela:"yeahhe'snomorethestifftight

guy....LisareallyboughtoutasideIneverknew

inhim"

Aidan:"asidenonofusknewactually"



Q'smom:"alsoasidewherehedisrespectsme"

Quinton:"mother...stop"

Sydney:"don'tdismissyourmotherwhenshe's

talkingQuinton"

Q'smom:"youseewhatImean?"

OnethingIknowaboutQuintonisthathe

doesn'tlikebeingtoldwhattodoallthetime

Quinton:"don'ttellmewhattodoSydney,if

momissayingsomethinginappropriateshe

shouldbewarned"

Sydney:"Iknowbutmunchkin,let'snottalkto

momlikethat"

Quinton:"I'lltalktomomthewayIfeellike

talkingtomom,pleasestayoutofit"

Icanseehe'sgettingpissed

Sydney:"okay,calmdown"

Hetoucheshishand



Sydney:"sorryokay?"

Quinton:"itscool"

Ican'ttakethisanymore

QUINTON

Iquicklymovemyhandaway

Lisa:"pleaseexcuseme"

Me:"whereyougoing?"

Lisa:"IIneedfreshair"

Me:"butweoutside?"



Lisa:"mayIpleasebeexcused"

ShewalksawaybeforeIcouldsayanything,

okayshe'sbeenactingstrangelately

Ishouldgocheckonher...IgetupbutSydney

pullsmedown

Sydney:"whereyougoing?"

Me:"IneedtocheckuponLisa,she'snotlooking

well"

Mom:"shelookedperfectlyfinetome"

Candra:"justgiveherthefreshairsheneeds"

Isitdown

Yonela:"mxxxm"

Shegetsup

Yonela:"wakeupQuinton"

WiththatsaidsheleavestothedirectionLisa

went

Me(confused):"okay....whatdidIdonow?"



Aidan:"hopeyoudon'trealiseitwhenitstoo

late"

Hegetsupandleavestoo

Me:"guys...someonetellmewhatsgoingon

here?"

IlookatClydeheshrugs

Clyde:"itsnotmyplace,youjusthavetofigure

thisoneoutonyourownman"

Mom:"nothingiswrongsweety,thatgirlofyours

justwantstodrawattentiontoherself"

Candra:"anyway...Sydneyhow'sthatmakeup

businessgoing?"

Theystarttalkingabouthersuccessful

business

Me:"I'mreallyproudofyouFoxyyoumade

somethingbigofyourself"

Sydney(laughs):"ohmyGoshwhenlasthave

someonecalledmyfoxy"



Mom:"that'scausehe'stheonlyonewhocalled

youthat"

Sydney:"GoshImissedyouguys"

Mom:"wemissedyoutoo"

Shelooksatme

Sydney:"IknowwhenIleftIdidn'tsayaword,

I'msorry,Imissedyou"

Me:.....

Sydney:"comeonsayit...Iknowyouwannasay

it"

Me:"Imissedyoutoo"

Shekissesmycheek

SydneyandIwereonceinlove,wellIthinkit

waslove,butI'mnotsosure,butshewasa

crazyfreakwhenitcomestothebedroom,

that'sonethingthatgavemearushaboutour

relationshipwhichwasbestfriendswith

benefits,everythingwassmoothbetweenus



untilshecaughtfeelings,shetoldmeandIsaid

wecouldtrysomethingout,onlyforhertoleave

withoutsayingawordaweeklater,that'swhenI

knewfallinginloveisnotforme.UntilImet

LisakhanyaMthethwa,Idon'tknowwhatthat

littlegirldidtomebutshechangedmywhole

conceptaboutlove,mademefeelthingsI've

nevereverfeltbefore....justalittlesecret...isit

allowedforaguytogetbutterflies?Causeifits

not,Thenthatguyisdefinitelynotme!Although

Iknownothingaboutthedo'sanddon't'sofa

seriousrelationshipbutsofarIthinkI'mdoing

wellwithLisa,sheseemshappyandshemakes

mehappytoo,soI'dsaythingsaregoingwell

forus

Me:"hey,wheredidLisago?She'sbeengonefor

quiteawhilenow"

Sydney:"wouldyoulookatthetime....sorry

guys,Ihavetogo"

Me:"ohsosoon?"



Mom:"comeon,there'splentyofrooms

here,pleasespendafewnights,youlivesofar

andwewon'tgettoseeyoumuch,justforafew

days"

Candra:"Yespleeeeeaaase"

Sydney:"oohhIdon'tknow,Iwouldn'twanna

intrude...anditsalittleshortnoticewhichisa

littleinconvenienceforQuinton"

Candra:"brotherdoesn'tmind,evenAidanand

Clydespendmostoftheirtimehere"

Theyalllookatme

Me:"uhm..Idon'tknow,thisisalsoLisa'shouse

soo...

Mom:"therewegoagain...Thatlittlegirlis

controllingyourlife,youcan'tevenmakesmall

decisionswithoutaskingher,andwhenshe

saysjumpyouaskhowhigh...canyoujust

makethisonelittledecisiononyourown"



Candra:"Idon'tlikethewaymybigbrowho's

alwaysbeenhisownbosstakesordersfroma

girl,alittlegirlwhoistwiceyoungerthanyou"

Sydney:"Nomom,pleaseifitwillbetoomuch

trouble,Ireallydon'tmindcheckinginthe

nearesthotel"

Mom:"nonsense...Quinton?"

Me:"I'lltalktoLisafirst"

Sydney:"butdoyoumind?"

Me:"Idon'tmind,butifLisasaysno,thenyou

mightwannaconsiderthehotel"

Mom:"ifyoudon'tmindthenitssettled,youcan

stayforafewdays"

Clyde:"mom!?"

Mom:"what?"

Heshakeshisheadandleaves

Clyde:"I'moutofhere"



Mom:"Clyde!Getbackhere!"

Hecontinueswalking

Me:"didyoubringclothes?"

Sydney:"No...I'llgetthentomorrow...Thankyou

Ambro"

Ismileandnod

Mom:"wellthat'sourcuetoleave....byeguys"

Shekissesandhugsus,SydneyandIwalk

themout.

Me:"okay,letmeshowyoutoyourroom"

Sydney:"okay..afteryou"

Iwalkinfrontofherandgoshowhertoher

room,shethrowsherselfonthebed

Sydney:"Iloveit!"

Me:"I'mgladyoudo"

Shewalksclosertome



Sydney:"thanksagainmunchkin"

Imoveaway

Me:"youwelcome....goodnight"

IwalkbacktomyroomandLisaisnothere,I

lookinthebathroomshe'snotthere

Me:"Lisa!?"

InoticethebalconydoorisopensoIgothere

andfindherstaringoutinspaceinonlyher

underwearandmyvest

Me:"I'mlovingthisview"

Iplaywithherbuttcheeksbutshedoesn't

budge,Iwrapmyarmsaroundher

Me:"heytherebub"

Ikissherneck

Sheturnstofaceme

Lisa:"hercarisstillthere?"

Fromthebalconyyoucanseethecarsgoingin



andoutandthewholefrontyard

Me:"that'swhatIwantedtotalktoyouabout"

Shefoldsherarmsandgivesmethe'I'm

listening'look

Me:"sheaskedtocrashhereforafew

days,sinceshe'llbeworkingthissideoftown

anddoesn'thaveaplacetostay....Iknowit

soundsstupidbutcanshepleasestayherejust

forafewdays"

Lisa:"No"

ShewalkstotheroomIfollowher

Me:"butbub,shehasnowhereelsetogo"

Lisa:"thereareplentyhotelshere,andshe'sabig

shotsomething,I'msureitwon'tbruiseher

card,ifitsjustforafewdays"

Shefixesthebedgettingreadytosleep

Me:"thethingis,momkindaforcedeverything

andIkindaendedupagreeing"



Lisa:"withoutbotheringtoaskmefirst?"

ShewalkstothebathroomIfollowher

Me:"Itriedlissbutitwasjustaforcedsituation,

andshe'safriendIcan'tlethersleepandpay

hotelswhenwehaveplentyroom"

Shespitsoutthewaterasshe'sbrushingher

teeth

Lisa:"Iseeyoualreadymadeadecision,sowhy

botherstilltellingme?"

Me:"don'tbelikethatLisa"

Lisa:"NoitsyourhouseQuinton,youtheonly

onewhodecideswhocanstayhereandwho

can't,thesamewayyoudidforyonelaand

Aidan,youneveraskedme..sowhystartnow?

Youcanalsosellthishouseifyouwanttoand

nottellme,causeitsyours...Idon'tevenknow

whyyoumakemebelievethatitsmyhome

too,justlikehowyoumademebelievethatour

oldapartmentwasours..untilyoutoldmeits



yours..rememberthatday?"

.....

"uhm...Iseeyousoldourapartment"

"youmeanmyapartment"

......

Lisa:"sodon'tmindmeQuinton..MaybeI

shouldstartpayingrentcausethisisdefinitely

notmyhouse"

Shebumpsmyshoulderasshemakesherway

backtotheroom

Me:"I'msorrymylove...lookI'lltellhertoleave

firstthingtomorrow"

Lisa:"whyyoutellingme?Itsyourhouse"

Sheswitchesoffthelightandcoversherself

withtheduvet

Igobacktothebathroomtofreshenup,before

goingbacktobed



Isnuggleclosertoher

Me:"pleasedon'tbemadatme"

Shemovesmyhandsawayfromherthen

movesabitfarfromme

Me:"bub?..bubby?"

Lisa:"I'mtryingtosleep"

Iswitchoffthelampandweturnourbackson

eachother

Myheartsinks,Ihateitwhenwefight,Sydney

needstogo
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LISA

Yonela:"ayibosheslepthere?"

Me:"yeah"

Yonela:"andyouallowedthat?"

Me:"Iwasn'tgivenachoice"

Yonela:"ayiQuintonamazesmebytheday"

Me:"itwashismomwhoforcedthesituation

actually"

Yonela:"butthisishishouseandyoursyou

shouldalsohaveasay"

Me:"butImadeitcleartohimthatIwanther



gonebytoday,soshemustbepackingnow"

Yonela:"good,youshouldalsomakeitclearthat

heshouldstoptextingherorevertalkingtoher

again"

"Goodmorninggoodpeople!"

Sheshoutscomingdownthestairswearing

onlyherunderwearandoneofQuinton'sshirts?

SomebodybetterholdmebeforeIjumpona

bitch...Aidan'seyeswho'sbythecouchspot

her,hemoveswithherasshecomestowards

thekitchen,untilheliftsthemuptomeet

yonela,heinstantlylooksawayandbackatthe

TV

Sydney:"heyladies...Lizzyright?"

Shedoesn'tevenknowmyname...IfIdon'tkill

hernow,withthisknifeI'musingtochopthese

onions,Imightnevergetthechance

Me:"itsLisa"



Sydney:"Lizzylizzalissaasamething"

Me:"yeahsiyasiyandasidonusidunusydneyyyy

samething"

Yonelaburstsintolaughter

Sydney:"whatever,anywayIjustwantedtosay

thanksforallowingmetocrashhereforafew

days"

Me:"yeahaboutthat,youneedto

leave....today.......now"

Sydney:"ohbutAmbrosaidIcanstay"

Me:"andIsayyoucan't"

Sydney:"buthe'smomsaidI'mmorethan

welcome"

Me:"doyouseehismomanywherehere?I'mhis

girlfriendhisbestfriendandroommateandI

say...girlyousgotstogo"

Sydney:"Idon'tunderstand,whydoyouhateme

somuch?"



Ohwowshe'sgoingtoplayinnocentvictim

whensheknowsthatshe'safterQuinton'sdick

Me:"didIsayanythingabouthatingyou?Ijust

needyououtthat'sall,wehavewaytoomany

peopleinthishouse,thereareplentyhotels

aroundIcouldrecommendyouafew?"

"MorningFAM!"

That'sashirtlessQuintoncomingdownthe

stairs

Sydneystartstoactup

Sydney(breakingvoice):"Idon'tknowwhyyou

hatemesomuch,whathaveIeverdoneto

you...(crying)..itsfine,ifyouwantmeoutsso

badI'llgo!"

Quintoncomestowardsus

Quinton:"what'sgoingonhere?"

Me:"nothingIwasjust....

Sydney:"ShemadeitclearthatI'mnotwelcome



hereandIshouldcrawltowhicheverholeI

camefrom....ShehatesmeandI'mnotgoingto

staywhereI'mnotwanted"

Quintonlooksatmedisappointedly

Quinton:"Lisa?"

Me:"Quinton...Ididn'tevensayitasmeanas

she'sputtingit"

Quinton:"ItoldyouI'lltalktoherdidn'tI....You

didn'thavetobesoharshaboutit"

Yonela:"excuuuuseeyou?.....firstofall...

Quinton(firmtone):"Yonelastayoutofthis

please"

Me:"whyyougettingallworkedup,she'snot

evenreallycrying,she'sjustfakingit..justlike

therestofherfake......

Quinton(agitated):"Lisakhanya!"

Istartleandholdmychestatthewayhe

shoutedatme



Sydney(crying):"itsfineQuinton..letmejustget

going"

Ha!!Satan!Can'theseethosearecrocodile

tears

Quinton:"No,pleaseyoucan'tgo,notwhenyoua

messlikethis"

Sydney:"No,Ambrose,I'mleaving"

Quinton(firmly):"Sydney...Goupstairs,find

somethingtowearinmyworedrope,wegoing

togettherestofyourclothes"

Shenodsandmakesherwayupstairs

Me:"soyougoingtoletherstay?"

Quinton:"afterthewayyoutreatedher,shehas

noonehereLisa,herfamilyisoverseas,what

sheneedsnowisasecondfamily...can'tyouat

leasttrybeingnicetoher?"

Ifeeltearsthreatening

Idon'tknowwhetherhe'sstupidorhe'skind



heartisblockinghimfromseeingwhat'sgoing

on

Quinton:"youknow,Iexpectedthiskindof

behaviorfromher...notfromyou,youhavea

beautifulheartLisa,pleasedon'truinitbecause

ofwhateverpatheticreasonyouhave"

Me(highpitchbreakingtone):"Pathetic!?...my

Patheticreason?....wow!...youknowwhat

Quintondowhatever!I'mout!"

Iwalkaway

Quinton(shouting):"Isthatwhatyougoingtodo

everytimethingsdon'tgoyourway!?Walk

away!?"

IignorehimasImakemywayintoour

bedroomandbangthedoorassoonasIenter,I

breakdownandthrowmyselfonthebed,Ihate

Sydney!!Andherfakeself!IhateQuinton's

mom!!IhateCandra!!IhateQuintonandhis

arrogantcuteself!!Ihateeveryone!!Hatehate



hatehate!!!!!

Isuffocatemyselfonthepillowandscreamas

loudasIcan

"Aaaaaaaaahhhhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!!!!!!"

I'mangry,Ican'tbehererightnow,Ineedtoget

outofherebeforeIkillmyself!

Ifreshenup,Iputonmysweatpantsanda

loosevestwithflops,Ijusttiemyhairwithout

combingit,IjusttookabathyetIlooklikeI

haven'tbatheinageswhenIlookatmyselfin

themirror

Ialreadycalledanubersoit'llbehereany

minute...Idon'tevenknowwhereI'mgoing

Ipasseveryonebytheloungetheyallturnto

lookatme

Yonela:"whereyouoffto"

Me:"out"

He'ssittingonthehighchairslookingatme



Istopandlookathimforawhile

Me:"whenIgetback,Idon'twanttoseeher

here"

Helooksatmewithattitude

Me:"mxm"

Iwalkout,Ifindtheuberalreadybythegate

Driver:"morningmiss"

Me:"morning..pleasetakemetoBraamfontain"

HedrivesmethereanddropsmenearOurold

apartment

Me:"thankyou"

Ipayhimandhedrivesoff,Iturnandlookatthe

house,itsrenovatedandverybeautiful,theyard

hasfreshlycutgrass,memoriescomeflooding

inasIstareattheyard

....

"bringthatherebeforeIkillyou!"



"youseepeople,there'sthethreatIwastalking

about"

HegetsupcomingtowardsmebutI'mtoofast

forhimI'malreadyoutside

"YoubettergivemethatphoneYoungladyAnd

I'mnotplayingwithyou,Deletethatvideonow"

"youbetterbeniceYoungman,causeyoustill

oncamera...Sosmileforthecamerachocolate

face!"

Igigglethenhestartschasingme

"youthinkyoucanoutrunme...Idon'tthinkso

Missy"

.......

Isighandwipemytearthenheadinside

Iknock

Thedooropensandahandsomemiddleaged

manopens



Me:"hey"

Him:"hey,canIhelpyou?"

Me:"uhmyes,I'mlookingforIsabella"

Him:"oohhokay,andwho'slooking?"

Me:"Lisakhanya"

Heturnsandshoutsout

Him:"Honey!ALisakhanyaislookingforyou!"

"Oh!LetherinLove!"

Helooksbackatmeandmakeswayformeto

comein

Him:"comeonin"

Heleadsmetothesittingroom,thishouse

looksbetterthanthelasttimeIcamehere

whenIfirstmetBella

Him:"I'mLloyd,Bella'shusband"

Hestretcheshishandforahandshake



Ishakeit

Me:"ohhcongratulations,lasttimeIcamey'all

werestillengaged"

Hechuckles

Him:"thankyou,canIgetyouanythingtodrink?"

Me:"waterwillbegoodthanks"

Hedisappearstothekitchen

Bella:"heygirl,howareyou"

Istandupandweshareahug

Me:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

Bella:"I'mexhausted"

ShesaysaswesitdownandLloydcomesback

withwater

Him:"thereyougo"

Bella:"Iseeyou'vemetmyhusband?"

Me:"Yeah,Ihave,awesomeman"



Theylaughatme

Lloyd:"whythankyou,itsnoteverydayI'mtold

I'mawesome"

HelooksatBellaslyly

Bella:"ohplease,goaway"

Heexcuseshimself,nowitsjustBellaandI

Me(smirks):"andwhat'sexhaustingyouso

much?Mmmh?"

Ikeepthrowingmyeyestothedirectionof

whereLloyddisappearedto

Shelaughs

Bella:"haa!Yousonaughty...wellpartlyhisfault

butmostlymelittleRebeccaiskeepingmeup

allnight"

IdropmyeyesanditsonlynowIrealisethather

bellyisflatandshehaslostalotofweightbut

shelooksgood,Iguessshewentbacktoher

normalweight



Me:"oohhhmyGod...Shutthefrontdoor!..you

gavebirth!When?"

Bella:"threeweeksago"

Me:"wow..andyoumarried,didy'allmarrybefore

orafterbirth?"

Bella:"before...wecouldn'twaitanylonger"

Me:"aawwman,y'allsocute...Ineedtoseethe

littleprincess"

Bella:"Ijustgothertosleep"

Me:"okay,I'llpeakonherbeforeIleave"

Bella:"yeah.."

Bella:"soIdon'tmeantoberudebuthowcanI

helpyou?"

Isigh

Me:"Ijustneededtogetoutofthathouse

really,beforeIgoinsane"

Bella:"yourspiritisverydown,youheartbroken"



Ilookathershesmilesfaintly,Ilookuptopush

backthetears

Me:"Iwasjustwondering,doesthatofferstill

stand?

Bella:"youwanttostarttherapy?"

Inod

Me:"Yes,Ijustneedtogetridofallthese

nightmares,Bella,Ican'tgethimoutofmy

mind,everytimeIclosemyeyesIseehisevil

browneyeslookingatmeandhe'dbecalling

meallsortsofnamesandforcinghimselfon

me,Ican'ttakeitanymore,ItriedprayingbeforeI

sleepbutitdoesn'thelp.....anditsreally

affectingmysexlifewithQuinton,everytime

weabouttodoit,Ifeellikehe'lljustloose

controlandnotstopwhenIaskhimto.....as

muchasItrytoconvincemyselfthatItrustand

lovehimwithallmyheart,butnothingworks"

Bella:"andyouthinkthisisaffectingyour



relationshipwithhim?"

Iwipetheoneteardropthatescaped

Me:"I'mafraidthathe'llloosehe'spatienceand

willeasilygettemptedtosleepwithother

women"

Bella:"andIsensethere'salreadyanavailable

candidate?"

Me:"Yes,hernameisSydney,theywerebest

friendsfromwaybackandthey'vealso

dated,she'sbackintownafteryearsandshe

neededaplacetostay,Quinton'smomlikesher

alotandshehatesme,soshesuggestedshe

stayswithus,andQuintonbeingthegood

Samaritanhecouldn'tsayNo"

Bella:"She'sbadnewsLisa,yourgutfeeling

aboutherisright,she'snothereforworkasshe

says,Shewascalledbyyourman'smother,she's

onamissiontoseparateyouandQuinton...

Quinton'smomdoesnotlikeherbutshejust



doesn'twantyoutobewithherson"

Ican'tbelievethis!Iknewit!

Me:"but...why?"

Bella:"YougaveQuintonthediamonds?"

Inod

Bella:"shewantsthem,withyouonthewayshe

knowsQuintonwon'tgivehercausehelistens

toyou,butifyououtofthepictureshecan

convinceQuintontogivethemtoher"

Me(stunned):"Ayibo!Whydoesshewantthem

sobad?"

Bella:"ithadn'tbeenrevealedtome"

Isigh

Me:"Ishouldjustgiveherthediamonds,then

sheleavesmeandQalone"

Bella:"Youcan'tletthosediamondslandinthe

wronghands"



Me:"Iwantnothingtodowiththem"

Bella"Lisa,ithasn'tbeenrevealedtome

why,butyoucan'tletQuinton'smomorthe

Johnsonshavethosediamonds"

Me:"ThesediamondsareacurseIswear"

Bella:"fornowtheymightseembad...butI

believethere'sagoodreasonwhytheybelong

toyou"

Me:"whataboutthisSydney?howdoIdealwith

her?"

Bella:"itwon'tbeeasy,youneedtobe

strong,fightforhim,prayforhim"

Me:"Ican'tstayinthathousewithherBella,I'll

gocrazy,ItslikeQuintoncan'tevenhearme

whenItalkanymore,itslikehe'slisteningbut

hercan'thearme,theonlypersonhelistensto

isthisPreciousSydneyandhismother"

Bella:"Quintonwasmeanttoprotect,itswhohe



is,itsinhisblood,whenhefeelslikeprotecting

someonehe'llprotectwithhislife,itswhathe

doesforpeoplehe'sheartiscloseto.....but

rightnow,he'sprotectingthewrongpersonand

heneedsyourprotection,youleavehim,you

throwinghimtothewolvesandyourself....y'all

needeachother"

Me:"Bella"

Bella:"yes?"

Me:"I'mtooyoungforthis"

Bella:"youwaystrongerthanyouthink,tell

Quintonaboutyourgift"

Me:"howdidyou?....oohhyeahyouhaveittoo"

Bella:"yes,buttheynotexactlythesame"

Me:"Quintondoesn'tbelieveinthesekindof

stuff,hewon'tbelieveme"

Bella:"don'tputsuchlittlefaithinhim...heloves

you,he'llbelieveyou"



*babycrying*

Shejumpsup

Bella:"uuhhletmegogether"

Shedisappearstotheroomthencomesback

withherbaby

Iplaywithherasshebreastfeedsher

.......

*Hourslater*

Ipaytheuberandmakemywayinside,Inotice

hercarisstillhereIguesshedoesn'tcare

aboutmyopinionsanymore

Imakemywayinsidethehouseandfindthem

allwatchingwhatlookslikeahorrormovie,no

oneevenheardmecomingin,theysittinginone

bigcouch,QuintonissittingnexttoSydneyand

AidannexttoYonela

IlookatthescreenoftheTV



"Comeoutcomeoutwhereveryouare!"

*silence"

*Bang!*

"Gotyou!!"

Hechopsthegirl'sheadoff

Istartle,SydneyburiesherselfinQuinton'sarms

asshescreamsalittle,thenshestaysinthat

positionwithhisarmsaroundher.....Iholdmy

mouthsothatnoonehearsmysudden

outburstasIcry,Irunupthestair

"HeyLisayouback!"

Aidanshouts

Ibangthedoorandthrowmyselfonthebed

andcrymylungsout..Idon'tchangeIjustgo

insidethecovers

....

Thedooropensanditsnowpastmidnight,he



comesinsidethecovers,Isitupandlookathim

Quinton(whispers):"ohsorry.Didn'tmeanto

wakeyouup"

Me:"wherewereyou,causethemovielong

finished?"

Quinton:"ohIwashelpingSydneyfall

asleep...(chuckles)...shecouldn'tsleepafter

thatmovie"

Me:"Doyoustillloveher?"

Quinton:"okay,westillatthebitter

mode...goodnight"

Heturnshisbackonme

Me(breakingvoice):"Doyoustillloveme?"

Heignoresme

ThetearsstartalloverasIfeellikemyheart

hasbeenstabbedbyathousanddaggers

Me:"causeIstillloveyou....verymuch"



...

Me:"Ijustwantyoutobehappy"

...

Me:"isitsex?...isthatwhatyouwant?"

...

Me:"okayfine..Youcanhaveit,I'mright

here..makelovetomeQ"

Itakeoffmyclothesandunderwear

Isitonmykneesandfacehim,Iremovethe

bedcoversfromhim

Quinton:"Lisa...stop"

Me(crying):"No...comeon,let'shavesex

Quinton...Comeonsleepwithme,I'mbegging

you"

Igetontopofhimandkisshimbuthedoesn't

respond

Iremovehisbriefs



Me:"comeputitinsidemeQuinton!"

Hepushesmeaway

Quinton(shouts):"Wouldyoustopthis

craziness!"

Iquicklygetbacktomysideofthebedand

burstintoaloudcry

Quinton:"don'tdothistoyourselfLisa...of

causeIloveyou,itsnotaboutsex,Iwantyouto

healfirst...Iamhappywithyou,itsjustyou've

beenactingstrangelately,itslikeyoudistancing

yourselffromme"

Me:"itstheotherwayaroundQuinton"

Quinton:"itsnotLisa,lookI'mverytired,canwe

talkaboutthissomeothertime?Ireallydon't

wannafightyourightnow,let'sjustcuddleand

sleepokay?"

Igetinsidethecoversandturnmybackon



him,hecomescloserandwrapshimselfaround

me..Icrymyselftosleep

....

[07/29,09:14]W:Insert41

SYDNEY



I'vebeenhereforfourdaysnowandthings

betweenQuintonandIaregoingverywellthanI

imagined,can'tsaythesameforhergirlfriend

andhim.Hestilllistenstomeandhestillcares

alotforme,we'vealwayshadthatstrongbond.

Iwasshockedwhenhismothercalledmeto

comevisitthissidecausethelasttimeI

checkedsheneverlikedme,whenQuintonandI

startedbecomingmorethanfriends,shebribed

meandtoldmetostayfarawayfromherson,it

wasalotofmoneysoIacceptedit,butnow

sheneedsmyhelp,shegavemeawholelotof

moneyformetodothisforherandI'llbe

gettingmoreifIpullitofandmakethembreak

up,soI'mgonnagobyallmeanstopullit

off..there'sjustoneproblemnow,I'mfallingin

lovewithhimalloveragain,onceIpulledthis

offI'mneverlettinghimgoagain.



ThatbitchLisaissonaive,she'sbeentryingto

benicertome,butofcauseImakeitimpossible

forherIkeepprovokinghersoQuintonalways

walksinonusandshe'sallworked

up,yesterdayIpickedafightwithher,aphysical

oneandIletherbeatmeandQuintonwalkedin

onherbeatingmeup,thewayhewassomadat

her,shoutedather,eventhreatenedtokickher

out,ofcauseshetriedtopinitonme,butthe

scenewentagainsther,Iwasthevictim,his

brothersthoughtheyhatemeandtheycan't

evenhideitAidanwentbackhomeYesterday

hesaidhecan'twatchQuintonpushingaway

theonlygirlhe'severloved..Ha!He's

mine,alwayshasbeenandalwayswill.

ItshisbirthdaytodayLisaandherfriendyonela

wenttocampus,thenLisahastherapy,yonela

willwaitforher,sothey'llbebacklateitsjust

himandIinthehouse,I'vebeenwalkingaround

halfnakedandIseethewayhechecksmeout,I



knowthathehasn'tbeengettingitforawhile

now,andtonightallthatwillendI'mgoingto

seducehim,thenusethatdrugAmbrose'smom

gavemetomakehimloosenupandbecome

veryhorny...Iknow...Irock!

Me:"birthdayboycan'tbeworking,nonono!"

He'sinthestudyburiedinhiswork

Ambro:"Ihavetofinishupthisassignment...

ThenIhavetolookathow'sbusinessholding

up"

Me:"Irefuseyouworkonyourbirthday,come

on,Ibakedacakeforyou"

WellLisabakeditearlyinthemorning,Iguess

shewasgoingtosurprisehimlaterbutIsaw

wheresheputit

Ambro:"really?"

Igoaroundhimandmassagehisshoulders

Me:"yeah,Iknowhowmuchyoulovechocolate



cake"

Ambro:"chocolate..Mmmhthat'smyfavorite,

Lisalovesmakingthatonspecialdays,but

she'dmakeabiggeroneonmybirthdayand

we'd....

Me(interrupts):"shhhhh....relaxyousostiff"

Imassagehimabitharderhegroans

Ambro:"aahhyeah...that'sthespot"

Iwhisperclosetohisear

Me(whispers):"let'sgofeedyousomecake"

Heturnstolookathissidewhereourfacesare

onlyaninchapartwelookateachotherfora

while,thechemistryisstillthere,andIjustknow

hemissesthecrazysexweusedtohave

Ambro:"yeahI'mstarving"

HestandsupjustwhenIthoughtweweregoing

tokiss,Iwishhecouldlookatmethesameway

helooksatLisa,we'vebeenclosetokissingso



manytimesbuthealwaysfindsthestrengthto

resistandwalkawaymxm.We'llseehowhe'll

resistlater.

Weheadtothekitchen,Itakeoutthecake

Ambro:"wowitssohuge"

I'mevenshockedmyself,damnthisgirllove

Ambrotowakeuponthatearlyandbakesucha

hugecakewhenshestillhastogotoschool

Me:"youknowI'dgoalloutforyou"

Ambro:"yeahbutthisisafirst,lasttimeI

checkedyouneverknewhowtoevenfryan

egg?"

Ilaugh

Me:"IgrewupAmbrose"

Ambro:"Iguessyouhave"

Iputitonthecounterandstartsingingforhim

Me(singing):"happybirthdaytoyou,happy



birthdaytoyou...Happybirthdaydear

munchkinshappybirthdaytoyooooouuu....hip

hip!!!

Horrayhiphiphorray"

Heisjustsmilingandstaringatme

Ambro:"thankyousomuch"

Me:"hopeI'mthefirstonetowishyou"

Icrossmyfingers

Ambro:"actuallyLisaleftmeacard,my

brothersandsistercalledearlierandmom...but

hey,youthefirstonetogivemethisan

awesomegift"

Me:"great,atleast...pleasecutthecakealready!

"

HechucklesasIhandhimtheknifeandhecuts

Itaketheslicehecutandfeedhim

Hiseyesautomaticallyclose



Ambro:"mmmmhsoooogoooood"

Ihaveabiteandhe'srightitssogood

Ambro:"damnthisisthebomb,didyouaskLisa

fortherecipe?CauseIswearittastesjustlike

theoneshemakesonceinawhileafterIbeg

herfordays..andshedoesn'twanttogiveme

therecipe"

Me(irritated):"noteverythinghastobeabout

LisaAmbrose..Ibakedyouthiscakewithmy

ownrecipe...thanksforappreciating!"

Iswaymyassoutthekitchenhefollowsme

Ambro:"I'msorrySydney,Ididn'tmeantomake

youangry,itsjustitremindedmeof......okay

lookI'llstop,Iknowyoutwoaren'tingoodterms

soIwon'ttalktoyouaboutheranymore"

Ismileandlookathim

Me:"good,nowgofreshenupsowecan

celebrate"



Ikisshischeek,hegetsupandrunsupstairs,I

alsogotomyroomandfreshenup...Iapply

somemakeup,combemyhairandpuffsome

cologne,ItakeouttheblacknumberIbought

justforhimandputiton.

Thenwearanightdressoverit,Iwalkdown

stairsslowlyandhe'sonthesofastaringathis

phone,Ipeekatwhathe'sdoingandnoticehe's

goingthroughpicturesofLisaandhimself,he

keepschuckling,arghwhat'swiththisgirl

anyway,whatdoesshehavethatIdon't?Iclear

mythroathelooksatmeupanddown

Iholdupthebottleofwine

Me:"let'scelebrate"

Ambro:"yeahsure"

Helooksdownandsad

Isitnexttohim

Me:"what'sthematter?"



Ambro:"itsjustI....Arghitsnothing,Ishouldn't

talkaboutherwithyou"

Isigh

IgotakeglassesinthekitchenandIputthe

smallpillinhis

Icomebackandpourussomewine

Me:"itsfine,youcantellme"

Hesighs

Ambro:"itsjustIfeelbad"

Me:"why?"

Ambro:"thewayLisahasbeenactinglately,I

feellikeitsmyfault"

Me:"itsnotyourfault,thatgirlhasissuesmaybe

therapywilldohergood"

Ambro:"maybeIshouldn'thaveletyoustay

here,maybethingswouldn'tbelikethis.,....no

offence"



Me:"nontaken,Iunderstand,ImeanifIwerein

hershoesI'dprobablybealiljealous,butas

longasyoushowherloveandaffectionshe

shouldn'tbebothered,Imeanyou'vemadeit

clearthatthere'snothinggoingonbetweenus

andnothingeverwill..sheshouldjusttrustyou"

Ambro:"youknow...youhaveapoint,I'vedone

nothingwrong,I'mjusthelpinganoldfriendin

need,Idon'tknowwhyshe'sactingallcrazy,this

issounlikeheranditsabigturnoff...ImeanI

knowshe'sbeenthroughalotbutI'vedoneso

muchforher,tohelpherbutshestilldoubtsme?

Sheevenmovedtotheotherguestroomlast

night...

Me:"she'sactinglikeabrat,that'showgirl's

frompoorbackgroundsare,theyactallsweet

andniceatthebeginning,youhelpthemout

andshowthemlove,givethemmoney,thenthey

changetobeingallcontrollingandforget

everythingyou'vedoneforthem"



Hegulpsdownthewinelookingveryfrustrated

andcuteatthesametime,ohmanhe'seyesare

todieforthewaytheychangecolour,so

magical

Ambro:"youright,she'sforgettingwherewe

comefromtogether,everythingwe'vebeen

through,sheusedtobesokind,she'ddo

anythingtohelpsomeoneinneed,but

now....mxm"

Ipourhimmore,hegulpsitdownashetalks

moreandmoreabouthisLisawho'schanging,

frommypointofview,Lisaisasweetgirl,she

lovesAmbrosebutIguessherwomaninstincts

arewarningher...awomanalwaysknows

Me:"come,let'sreleasesomeofthatstress"

Imassagehim,heremainsquiet,Icheckthe

time,andthey'llbebackanyminutenow

Iremovehisshirt,he'sdrunknow

Ambro(softly):"Sydney?...Whatareyoudoing?"



Me:"releasingsomestress"

Ipushhimonthecouchandgetontopof

him,hisdickisalreadyhard

Ohmy,itsstillsobig,Itakeoffmynight

dress,hiseyeswidenastheylandonmyboobs,

Itakeoffhisshorts,Isitrightonhisdick,Imove

myfacetohis

Me(whispers):"doyoulikethisgift?"

Heremainsquiet

Itakeoffmylingerie

Ambro:"Sydney...Thisiswrong"

Hesaysinalowtonewithhiseyeshalfopen

Me:"thenstopme"

Ikisshimandheresponse,Igrindonhis

dick,asthekissgetsheatedup

Hishandsrunningalloverme

Ambro:"damnLiss"



Liss?Iignorehimaswecontinue

LISA

Me:"Ishould'veskippedtoday'ssession"

Yonela:"ifIknewitweregoingtotakethislong

Iwouldn'thavewaited"

Me:"Ican'twaittosurprisehimwiththecakeI

bakedforhimthismorning"

Yonela:"mxm..Idon'tgetwhyyouevenbothered,

y'allhadahugefightlastnight,youshouldbe

madathim,youevensleptintheguestroom"



Me:"Iknow,buthowcanIbemadathimwhen

itshisbirthday?Ijustcan'theneedstobe

spoilt"

Yonela:"dude,thingswillnevergobackto

normalwiththatwitchinthathouse,I'mtelling

youlet'sjustgobacktomyapartment,lethim

missyoualittleandlethimrealisewhatkindof

personSydneyis"

Me:"Yonela,IloveQuinton,Igetwhatyou

saying,butletmegivehimthisonelast

chance,ifnothingchanges,thenwewillmove

outokay?"

Yonela:"Ican'ttakeitanymore,Ican'twatchyou

tortureyourselflikethis,I'mmovingoutfirst

thingtomorrow,feelfreetocomewithme"

Me:"onemorechance,Imeanhealsogaveme

achancewhenImessedup,Ithinkhedeserves

ittoo"

Yonela:"butyoursituationwasunderstandable,



youwereforcedintomarriage,youhadno

choice"

Me:"butthatdidn'tmeanIshould'vegaveupon

him"

Yonela:"ohmygoshLisa,Ihatehowyou

defendinghimrightnow"

Me:"weneedtosticktogethermorethanever

rightnow,heneedsmebyhissideandIneed

himtoo"

Yonela:"butrightnow,hedoesn'tevenwant

you,whenlasthashetouchedyou?Ormakea

joke?Whenyouintheloungehe'sinthe

bedroomwhenyouintheroomhe'sbythe

lounge,Ihatethatyoudon'tseehowcloserhe

istoSydneyandnotyouanymore"

Myheartthrobsatthepainfultruthshe'stelling

Me:"Inoticeeverythingyonela,...buteverything

willgobacktonormalsoon...you'llsee"



Theuberdropsusoffatthegate,wewalkin,I'm

rushinginfrontofherIjustwanttosingforhim

already!

Me:"hurryup!"

Yonela:"yeahwhatever"

Weruntowardsthehouse

Ibustthedooropenandheadtothekitchen

Me(singing):onceayearwecelebratewith

stupidhatsandplasticplates.......thefactthat

youwereabletomakethetriparoundthesun

(gasps)andthewholeplangathersroundand

giftsandlaughterdoabound......weletouta

joyfulsoundandsingthatstupidsong!Happy

Birthday,nowyouroneyearolder.Happy

Birthday,yourlifestillisn'tover.HappyBirthday,

youdidnotaccomplishmuch.Butyoudidn'tdie

thisyeariguessthat'sgoodenough........"

MysingingfadesasIseethecakealreadycut



Me:"ohno,hefoundit"

"UhmLisa....Ithinkyoumightwannaseethis"

ShestaringatsomethingbythecouchIwalkup

toher

Me:"hefoundthesurprisecakeI........."

ItrailoffasIseewhatyonelaisstaringat

Quinton'sclothesareonthefloorandhis

breifs,alsolingerieandmynightdress,Ilookat

thetableandnoticetwoemptyglassesthe

otheronehaslipstickstains

Yonela(breakingvoice):"ohno...Lisa...I'mso

sorry"

Ichucklethenstartlaughingforreal

Me(laughing):"No...thisisnotQuinton's

clothes...Itcan'tbe"

Iwalkupstairs

Me:"Q!!Baby!!"



IopenourroomandIswearmyheartslipped

outofmybodyasmybodyfreezesandI

becomecold,theyunderthecoversandare

movingsofast,hermoansfilluptheroom,not

thisagain!..Ifeelmyheadgettingdizzy,Iholdit

withbothmyhandsasitfeelslikeitsgoingto

falloff

Me(softly):"Quinton?"

Sheimmediatelygetsoffhim,hesitsupand

justlooksatme

Shecoversherselfwiththecovers

Sydney:"oohhLizzy..itsnotwhatitlookslike"

MyeyesaregluedatthemanIthoughtloved

me

Me:Quinton?"

Quinton:"ppsshhh...oops"

Myjawdropsdidhejustsaythat?Itslikehe's

notevenshockedIcaughthim,hedoesn'tcare



Quinton:"howlongareyougoingtojuststand

there?"

Iswallowthebiggestlumponmythroatit

almostchokedme

Me:"inourbed?Inourhome?"

Quinton:"mybed...myhome...mydick"

Me:.....

Quinton:....

Sydney:.....

Me:"happybirthday,hopeyouenjoyedthecakeI

madeforyou.....enjoytherestofyourlife

Quinton.....I'mdone!"

Irunoutandrundownthestairs,Ithrowmyself

inYonela'salreadyopenarms

Me:"let'sgo...let'sgorightnow...I'mdonewith

Quinton,Idon'tcareanymore,theJohnsonscan

killmeiftheywantto,mylifeisoveranyway"



Yonela:"Let'sgobaby"

Wedon'tpackanythingwejustleave,theuber

dropsusoffatherapartment.ThefirstthingI

doisruntotheroomandcrymylungs

out...that'sallI'mgoodatnowadays.Itsso

painful,Ican'tgettheimageoutofmy

mind...whathaveIdonesowrongtoyou

universe?Whyyoukeephurtingmemelikethis?

Why?

♥NARRATED♥

THENEXTDAY



Quintonwakesupwiththemostpainfulhead

ever,hesitsupandholdsit,itsbuzzing

HeturnstolookbesideHimandLisais

sleepingbesidehimandhasherbackon

him,she'snaked..hesnugglescloserandkisses

herback

Quinton:"Bub?Wakeup"

Sheturnstofacehim

Sydney:"heyyou"

She'ssobeautiful,hethinkstohimself

Quinton:"heybub....don'tyouhaveclasses

today?"

Shefirstlooksathimconfused

Sydney:"Ambro?Areyouokay?"

Me(chuckles):"sincewhendoyoucallmeby

mysecondname?"



Sydneythinkstoherselfforawhile,what

exactlywasthatpillhegaveher?Quinton's

momgaveittoher,butsheonlysaiditwould

makehimsleepwithher,shesaidnothingabout

changinghertolooklikeLisa.

InQuinton'seyes,SydneywasLisa,butwhenshe

lookedatherselfshestilllookedthesame,she

smilestoherselfanddecidestogowiththe

flow

Sydney:"ohIdon'tknow,Ijustfeltlikeit..NoI

don'thaveclassestoday"

Quinton:"that'sgreat..lookbub,I'msorryabout

thewayI'vebeenactinglately,Idon'tknow

what'swrongwithme,IpromiseI'llmakesure

Sydneyleavestodayokay"

Sydney:"really?..you'ddothatforme?"

Quinton:"IloveyousomuchLisa,Ihateitwhen

wefight,Iwon'tallowanyonetocomebetween

usanymore"



Sydney:"IloveyousomuchQ"

Quinton:"Ienjoyedmybirthdaygiftyesterday"

Sydney:"really?"

Quinton:"Yeah...Imissedus"

Sydney:"wannagoforroundtwo?"

Quinton:"hellyeah"

Theyshareakissandmakesweetlove,Sydney

hasfinallygotwhatshealwayswanted,

unconditionallovefromherlonglostlover,

Quintonfeelscontentthathefinallyfixedthings

withtheloveofhislifeandthingscanfinallygo

backtonormal??

.

.

.

.

tobecontinued



[07/29,09:16]W:Insert42

LISA

TWOWEEKSLATER

"Lisa!Openthisdoor!"



Me:"goaway!"

"YouhavetoeatLisa,youcan'tkeepavoiding

foodallthetime"

Me:"I'mnothungryyonela,nowpleasegoI'm

tryingtoread"

"Ifyoudon'topenthisdoorrightnow,I'm

breakingitdown!"

Me:"Goahead,itscomingoutyourpocket

anyway"

Shecontinuesbangingthedoormakingit

impossibleformetodrowninmythoughts,I

wassoclosetogettingthecourageofslicing

mywristwiththisrazor,Iignoreher,she

stops,finally!

NowwherewasI?Ohright!!I'mabouttoleave

thiscruelworlditdoesn'tdeserveme,Imove

therazorcloserIcutmyselfalittleandblood

cameout...



"Aaahhh"

DamnIdidn'texpectittofeelthisgood?I

pusheditevendeeper,alotofbloodcameout,

andIfeltexcruciatingpain,myheadispanting

andmyheartbeatisgettingweaker

....

"Mybed....myhome....mydick"

....

Thoseweretheonlywordsthatkeptringingin

mymindforthepasttwoweeksandtheimage

ofthemontopofeachother....

atleastnowitwillberemovedpermanently...

MybodygetsweakerIgetinsidethecoverand

closemyeyes

.......



YONELA

ItslikeI'vebeenlivingwithazombieforthe

pasttwoweeks,herdailyroutineissleepwake

upgotocampuscomebacksleep,everytime,I

don'trememberthelasttimesheput

somethinginhermouth,she'slostsomuch

weightanditsreallytorturingmetoseemygirl

likethat,shestoppedattendingtherapyafter

Quinton'sbirthday.IhateQuinton,Ireally

thoughthewassmaterthanthis,thewayhe's

sohappynow,itslikethebreakupwithLisa

hasn'taffectedhimatall,Ibumpedintohim

oncewithhisSydneyholdinghands,thenhe



stoppedandaskedmewhydon'tIvisitanymore?

Thenerve!Iignoredhim,Idon'tevenwantto

wastemybreathtalkingtohim....butI'mafraid

ifhedoesn'tdosomethingLisawilldieof

depression....SpeakingofLisa,Igottacheckup

onher

Iknockatherdoorsheremainsquiet

Iknockevenlouderbutsheremainsquiet

Okaywhyisn'tsheshoutingatmetogo

away,likeshealwaysdoes

Ibangthedoor

Nothing

Igetoutandgoaroundthehouse,Iknocjather

window,luckilyandalsounluckilythere'sno

burglarguardsandthewindowisabitopensoI

openitmoreandclimbup,IfallasImakeitinto

herroom,Igetupandremovethecurtainfrom

myway,Inoticeshe'ssleepingImovecloserto

her,Iremovethehaircoveringherface,myeyes



widenasInoticefoamcomingouthermouth...

Me:"ohnoohno...

Iremovetheblanketandbloodwasalloverthe

bed

Me:"ohnononono!!!"

Ifeelherpulseanditsveryweakitwon'tlast

long

There'snotimetogobackformyphonesoI

grabherphoneandcallanambulance

Me:"hello!?Pleasehelpmyfriendcommitted

suicideshe'sgoingtodieanyminutenow

pleasepleasehurryup!!!

"Ineedyoutocalmdownmamandtellus

whereexactlyare....

Ihangup,theywilltaketheirownfreakingtime!

Thinkthinkthink!Aidan!

AsmuchasIwantnothingtodowiththat

familybutIhavenochoice



Hepicksupimmediately

"LisathankGodyoufinallygetback.......

Me:"pleasehurryandgethere!!!Please!!!!"

"Nella!?What's....

Me:"She'sdyingpleasegetherenow!!!I'mat

myapartment..PleaseAidanshedoesn'thave

muchtimeleft!!"

"I'monmyway"

Ihangup

Itryshakingher...IrunouttotakeaclothsoI

cancoverthepartwherebloodwascomingout

Me:"pleasedon'tdothistomeLisa,pleaseyou

can'tleavemenow...whataboutyourmother?

Youtheonlyfamilyshe'sleftwith,whatabout

me..Iloveyousomuch,Ican'tlooseyou

now,youthebestsisterIneverhad....please

babe"

Ipickherupandtakehertothesittingroom



whereit'llbeclosertothedoor

Me(crying):"wherethefuckisthatboy!"

That'sitI'mcallinganuber

"Whereisshe!!!?"

Hebustsinsideasheflystowardsme,hepicks

herupandIrunbehindhimashecarriesherto

thecar,hedrovelikeamaniacandIwasn't

complainingIwishedhecoulddriveeven

faster,Ikeptfeelingherpulse

Me:"Itsgone!!!No!!!No!!Comeback!!!"

......

Wenowinthewaitingroompacingupand

downasthedoctorsattendedtoher,Clyde

comesrunningin

Clyde:"Aidan!?..(runstowardsus)....Howis

she?"

Aidan:"Idon'tknowman"



Hisvoicesoundedlikehe'sabouttocry

Clyde:"she'llbefine"

Ifeelhimrubmyback,Ilookupathimandits

thefirsttimeI'mseeinghissadreactionwitha

frown,healwayskeepsastraightemotionless

face

Me:"how?She'sdead,herpulsewasgone,she's

deadClyde,she'snotgoingtobefine,nooneis

goingtobefine,myoneandonlyfriend....she's

gone"

Hepullsmetohisembrace

Me:"IblameQuinton...Hekilledher,hebroke

herheartsomanytimesandnowshe'sdead!

She'sleftwithnohearttocontinueliving...I

blameQuinton,hekilledher..Iwarnedhim,you

warnedhim,Aidanwarnedhim,Lisawarned

him,buthe'ssostupidhedoesn'tlisten!Now

lookwherehisstupidityhasgottenus!?"

Clyde:"sshhhhh"



Icriedevenmore

"LisakhanyaMthethwa?"

Wealljumpedup

Doc:"herheartstopped..."

Aidan:"No..noshecan'tbegone...itstoosoon"

Doc:"I'venevercameacrossanythinglikethis

before,butwetriedeverythingbutnothing

helped,Ievendeclaredherdead,you

see...(showingushispapers)....butsomehow

shewokeup,justwhenIwasabouttoexitthe

doortotelly'allshe'sgone"

Me:"soshe'salive?...oohhthankyouJesus"

Doc:"Jesusindeed,causewedefinitelyhad

nothingtodowithit,thisisthefirsttime

anythinglikethishaseverhappenedforthe

pastfiveyearsofmylifethatI'vebeenaDoctor,

thisisamiracle"

Aidan:"unbelievable"



Clyde:"canweseeher?"

Doc:"yesofcause"

Heleadsustoherward

She'slyingonherbackfacingtheceilingwith

hereyesclosed

Me:"Lisa?"

Sheliftsherheadupandlooksatus

Lisa:"Yonela"

Iattackherwithahugweholdeachotherfor

deadlife

Me:"don'tdothat,everagain!Doyou

understand!?"

Lisa(chuckles):"Iwon'tdoitagain"

Me:"westillhavesomuchtoaccomplishLisa,

afterwegraduate,webecometopdoglawyers,

buyourfamilieshouses,traveltheworld,get

marriedtoHotAfricanAmericansattheageof



fortywhenwehavefullyenjoyedlife..remember

that?"

Shenods

Me:"nowhowwerewesupposedtodoallthat

withyoudead?"

Lisa:"I'msorry"

Ihugheragain

Lisa:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Ibreakthehugandwipehertears

ShelooksatAidanandClyde

Lisa:"comehere"

ShehugsAidanwhohasshedafewtears,they

breakit,shelookatClydeforawhile

Clyde:"heyLisa"

Lisa:"hiClyde"



Clyde:"shouldIhugyouorhandshake?"

Shesmiles

Lisa:"anyone"

Clyde:"I'llhugyou"

Sheshrugshershoulders

Lisa:"okay"

Theyhug

Me:"Weird"

Aidan:"tellmeaboutit,thisisexactlyhowthey

werethefirstdaytheymet"

Lisa:"where'sQuinton?"

Wealllookaroundavoidingthatheartbreaking

question

Lisa:"hedidn'tcometoseeme?"

Thehurtinhervoiceisnothardtomiss

Aidan:"Lisa...



Lisa:"Iwasabouttodie...andhenevercameto

seeme?"

Me:"hedoesn'tdeserveyouLisa"

Aidan:"hehasn'tbeenhimselflatelyLisa,he

doesn'tevencomehometovisitanymore,its

likehe'sundersomesortofspellthewayhe's

carryingon,hedoesn'tlistentoanyonebesides

thatSydneygirl"

Me:"forgetabouthimLisa,youdon'tneedhim"

Lisa:"whyishedoingthistome?"

Shebreaksdown

Me:"youhavetomoveonLisa,thisisnot

healthy"

QUINTON



ThankGoditsholidays,assignmentswere

drainingme,nowIcanrelaxandenjoythistime

withmybaby,Ican'tbelieveIalmostletSydney

ruinthingsbetweenus.IloveLisaandIcan't

imaginelifewithouther,butsomethingisjust

notrightwithhernowadays,itslikeshedoesn't

knowmesomehow,sheaskedmehowmany

spoonsofsugardoIlikeinmytea?Sheshould

knowthatbetterthananyone,sheevenlet'sme

eatasmuchtakeoutsasIwant,IknowIlove

fastsfoodsbutsheusedtohateitwhenIhave

themallthetimeshepreferredcookingbut

nowadaysshedoesn'tcookatall..Iknowthese

arejustlittlethingsbutitsthelittlethingsthat

makemelovehersomuch,andtheselittle

thingsareslowlyvanishing.Iloveitwhenshe



callsmeQbutnowshelikescallingmebymy

secondname?ItsnotthatIdon'tlikemy

secondnamebutIalwaysthoughtitssexy

whenshesay"Q"or"Quinton"Shedoesn'teven

callmelovebuganymorejustbaby,Ilikebaby

butIlovedthewayshesays"lovebug"itssuch

aturnon...ButmaybeI'mjustimaginingthings

"OMG!Ambrose!Youwon'tbelievethis!"

IswitchofftheTVandturntolookather

Me:"whatisitbub?"

Lisa:"rememberhowIwastellingyouI'mnot

feelingwell?"

Me:"Yeah,areyoubetternow?"

Lisa:"No..butIjustfoundoutwhy"

Shecomesandsitsnexttome

Me:"why?"

Lisa:.....



Me:.....

Lisa:"I'mpregnant"

Me:.....

Lisa:"I'mtwoweekspregnant...Look"

Sheshowsmethepregnancytest

IheartbeatsinexcitementIcan'tbelievethis

Me:"youpregnant?"

Shenodsbitingherlowerlip

Me:"I'mgoingtobeafather?"

Shenodsexcitedly

Me:"forreal?"

Lisa:"Yes,forreal"

Igetup,pickherupandspinher,shegiggles,I

putherdownandweshareakiss

Me:"ohlissyouhavemademethehappiest

manonearth"



Ikissher,Ipulloutthenmakehersitdown

Me:"look,Iknowthispregnancymightbetoo

muchonyoucauseyoustillyoung,I'msorryfor

makingyouateenagemother,wereally

should'veusedprotection,itsnotsafeforusto

behavingbabieswhenthere'sstillpeoplelike

theJohnsonswhoareprobablyplottingtheir

nextmovetogetholdofthediamonds,we

havetobeverydiscreteaboutthispregnancy...

Otherthanthat,I'msoverymuchexcited,Ican't

waitforthenexteightmonths"

Lisa:"diamonds?"

Me:"what?"

Lisa:"afterthediamonds?Whichones?"

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhichones,theoneand

only"

Lisa:"oohhhohyeah(chuckles)the

diamonds,sorryIdon'tknowwheremyheadis

at"



Quinton:"youknowmomhassuggestedthey

staywithher,she'llbeabletokeepthem

safer....ItoldherNo...butsincetheyyours...do

youthinkweshouldgivethemtoher?"

Lisa:"Yes"

Ididnotexpectthat

Me:"yousure?Youdidn'teventhinkaboutit"

Lisa:"yesI'msure,givethemtoher,they'llbe

saferwithher"

Me:"Idon'tknowifthat'sagooddecision

cause.....

Lisa:"thenwhydoyouaskformyopinionof

younotgoingtoconsiderit?Thisisjustlikethe

timeyouallowedSydneytocomestaywithus

evenafterIsaid.....

Me:"OKOK...Geez,calmdown,youdon'thaveto

bringthatupallthetime,howmanytimesdoI

havetoapologise?"



Hesighs

Lisa:"Givethemtoher"

Me:"Asyouwishbub"

Shesmiles

Me:"mommyofQuintonjunior"

Shelaughs

Lisa:"IloveyouAmbro"

ThiswastheperfecttimetocallmeQ,Inever

thoughtsomethingthissmallwouldbotherme

somuch

Me:"IloveyoutooLiss"

Lisa:"letmegotakeanap,I'mtired"

Me:"okay"

Shekissesmycheekandwalksupstairs,Itake

outmyphone,Ifinemyselflookingthroughour

pictures,Iknowshe'srighthereevenpregnant

withmybaby,butwhydoImisshersomuch?I



feellikeIlovehermoreonthepicturethanin

reallife.....arghwhat'swrongwithme..Ishould

beexcitedmakinglovetothatwomanwhojust

toldmethebestnews

ever.

Igetupandwalkupthestairswhenacall

comesthroughbeforeIreachtheendofthe

staircase

ItsClyde

Me:"hello?"

"Youneedtogettothehospital"

Me:"what?Why?Ismomokay?"

"ItsLisa,shetriedtocommitsuicide,youneed

togetherequickbeforeyoulooseherforever"

Me:"mxm...Idon'tknowwhatsickgameyou

tryingtoplaywithme,bititsnotgoingto

work..Lisaisinourroomtakinganap,so

whateverLisayoutalkingaboutisnotmyLisa..



SoIdon'tgiveadamn"

"What?ManI'mtellingyouLisaishere!You've

beendatingSydneynotLisa,Lisaisinhospital...

Wakeupman!What'swrongwithyou!?"

Whatthehellisgoingon?

Me:"Clyde,brotherareyouokay?Didyouhit

yourheadonawallorsomething?Ithink

whoeveryousawjustlookslikeLisa"

"QUINTON!GETYOURFUCKENSKINNYASSAT

THISFUCKENHOSPITALTHISFUCKEN

INSTANT!DON'TFUCKENMAKEMECOMEGET

YOU!"

Me:"youknowwhatClydeyouhavetotallylost

it,I'mnotgoingtoentertainyourlittlemeltdown

rightnow..Ihaveapregnantgirlfriendwho

needsme...bye"

Ihangup,Ichuckle,talkingaboutLisaisin

hospitalwhenIcanseeherwithmyowntwo

eyesrighthere,Igetonthebed



Ishakeher

Me:"bub?"

Lisa(sleepy):"mmh?"

Me:"youokay?"

Lisa:"mhm"

Ikisshercheekandlieonthebedthinking

aboutwhat'swrongwithClyde?

.

.

.

tobecontinued

[07/29,09:20]W:Continuation



LISA

ONEWEEKLATER

IwishIcansayI'mhappyIdidn'tdie,butIreally

dislikemyfatherfornotallowingmetojoinhim

inthepeacefulworld,hesaysmypurposeinthis

worldhasnotyetbeenfulfilled...Whatismy

purposeanyway?Togetkilledbysomeoneelse?

Ortolivewithabrokenspirit?

ImustsayIreallyenjoyedthephysicalpain

whenItriedtokillmyself



Ireallyneedmoreofit,itswaybetterthanthe

emotionalpainwaymorebettersoI'mnowin

thisplacecalledTattooPalace,Yes,Iam

gettingmyselfatattoo,Ihearitsverypainful

andpainiswhatI'mlookingfor.

Guy:"heylittlemiss,canIhelpyou?"

Abigstrongbuffguywithtattoosalloverhis

bodyandpiercingsonhisnoseeyebrowsand

ears,standsrightinfrontofme

Me:"hhey...I'mheretogetatattoo?"

Guy:"areyoutellingme?"

Me:"yes?"

Hechuckles

Guy:"howoldareyou?"

Me:"eighteen"

Guy:"ID?"

Ihuffandtakeitoutfrommysmallbag,he



looksatitforawhile

Hesmiles...weird

Guy:"wherewouldyoulikeyourtattoo?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,whichisthemostpainful

partstogetone?"

Hechuckles

Guy:"well,inareaswheretheskinismore

attachedtothebone,withnomeat,likethe

ankle,theknee,theribpart....butevenonthe

meatypartsitsstillpainfuljustmorebetter,but

youcan'tgoaroundthepainnomatterwhere

yougetit"

Me:"Iwantitontheribpartjustbelowmy

breastsontheside"

Guy:"Iseeyounotafraidofpain"

Me:"naaah,thingsthatdon'ttalkdon'tscare

me"

Isaymimickinghisvoice,helooksatmewith



thescariestlookI'veeverseen...Iguessthat

wasabadjoke

Guy(chuckles):"Ilikeyoukid...comelet'sget

youtattooedup"

Ifollowhimtoasmallroombehindacurtain,I

takeoffmyshirtandI'monlyleftwithabra

Guy:"sowhattattoodoyouwant?"

Me:"inItalicsIwantQuintonAmbroseO'Brien"

Guy:"QuintonAmbroseO'Brien"

Hewritesitdown,hefirstdrawswithanormal

pen,thenhestartsgoingoveritwiththeneedle,

ItwasthemostpainfulpainI'veeverfeltbutI

enjoyedit,itmademymindconcentrateonit

morethananythingelse...aahhhtheadrenaline,

thepainissuchsuddenrushforme,Idon'twant

himtostop

Him:"seemslikeyouenjoyingthispain?"

I'msleepingonmybackwithmyeyesclosed



Me(nodding):"ooohhhyeah!"

Him:"doyouwantcolour?"

Me:"yeah...anycolourthatwillmakeitbeautiful"

Hechuckles

Me:"Iwantyoutowriteapoemrightattheback

ofmyneck"

Him:"whatstyleofwritingdoyouwantitin?"

Me:"Aphroditeslimpro"

Him:"okayI'malmostdonewiththisone...you

willwriteitdowninapieceofpaperforme"

Me:"okay"

Ohyesthisisthelife,Iwanttodothismore

often

...

Thenextday

.



Idon'twantthispaintoenditsreallyhelping

merelax

"Can'tbelieveyougotatattoo?"

Ichuckle

Me:"can'tbelieveIgothisnameonmybody

forever"

Yonela:"evenapoemforhim,areyoucrazy!?"

Me:"Ithinkso....ohno!I'velostmymind!"

Yonela:"iflovemakesyouthisstupid,then

remindmetoneverfallinlove"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Yonela:"whatify'allnevergetbacktogether,or

justfalloutoflovewitheachother?"

Me:"thenbeit,Idon'tcare,Istilllovemytattoo

andIdon'tregretgettingit"

Yonela:"whatifinfutureyoufallinlovewith

someoneelse,howdoyouthinkthattattoowill



makehimfeel?"

Me:"I'llneverfallinlovewithsomeoneelse...

Trustme"

Yonela:"howcanyoubesosure,youdon'tknow

whatthefutureholds"

Me(chuckles):"Iknowalotaboutthefutureand

trustme,there'snooneinthisworldwhoI'llever

lovelikethisguytattooedonmybody"

Yonela:"buty'allnoteventryingtogetback

together"

Me:"I'llnevergetbackwiththatbetraying

cheatingmotherfuckingscumbag"

Yonela:"but?....youjustsaid....ayiIgiveup"

Sheputsherhandsupinsurrenderandleaves

meinthesittingroom

I'vebeeneatinglikeamaniaceversinceyonela

forcedmetoeat,thathasbeenmyothernew

hobby,I'vegainedsomuchweightbutitsall



goingtotheassandthighsandabitifmyarms

andcheeks,mytummyrefusestoexpand,I

wouldliketoexperiencehowitfeelslikebeing

fatjustalilbit,onethinkIhaven'tstoppeddoing

iscrying,everynightbeforeIsleepalotof

thingsrunthroughmymindandIcan'thelpbut

cry...otherthanthat,I'mdoingjustfine,although

Ifailedamodulethispastsemester,thatreally

tookatollonme,itsmyfirsttimefailing,I'velost

myfocustheonlythingthatkeptmegoing

throughhighschool,itsgonenow,I'vebecome

oneof"them"theonesI'veavoidedbecoming,

theonesthatdateandgetheartbrokenI've

becomeoneofthem.

Myphoneringsdisturbingmythoughts

Me:"hello"

"HeyLisa,itsbeenawhile,youhaven'tbeen

attendingyoursessions?"

Me:"yeahlookBellaI'mdoingfinenow,Idon't



needthem"

"ButI'mtheonewhoshouldmakethat

decision"

Me:"yeahwellyoudon'tknowmelikeIdoand

I'mtellingyou,I'mtotallyfinenow,I'moverwhat

theJohnsonsdidtomeorwhattheystillgoing

todotomewhichIdon'tknowwhytheystill

haven'tdoneittome,butreallyIcouldn'tcare

less,Quintoncankeepthediamonds,Idon't

care,youseeBellaIdon'tcareanymore,therapy

isforpeoplewhostillcare,andIdon't"

"Listentome...gotoQuinton'splacenow,he

needstoseeyou"

Me(laughs):"Ha!!Ohplease,Quintonis

perfectlyhappywithhisnewlover,veryhappyin

hishome,onhisbedandwithhisdick,hedon't

needme"

"Lisa,heneedsyounowmorethanever,he's

underaspell"



Me:"Ireallydon'tcarewhathe'sunder

in..whetheritsaspellorSydney,lethimstay

under"

"Wouldyoustopbeingstubborn,ifyoustilllove

himandyoucareforhislife,youneedtogosee

him...today!"

Me:"Bella,QuintonandIwerenotmeanttobe

andbehappytogether,evenifIdofixus,

somethingelsewillcome"

"Andyouwillkeepfighting,comeon,heneeds

you"

Me:"onceheseesmewillthespellbebroken?"

Bella:"youwillhavetomakehimbelieveits

you,yesbrothershavetriedmakinghimseethat

Sydneyisnotyou,buthe'stooblindedhereally

believesitsyou,pleasegotherebeforeitstoo

late"

Me:"fine..I'llgotherebutthatdoesn'tmeanI'll

getbackwithhim"



"Justgo"

Shehangsup

Isighmorelikehuff

Me:"OhQuinton!whathaveyougottenyourself

into"

Ilazilygetupfromthecouch,I'msuchasnob

nowadays,Idon'tcareabouthowIlook,why

shouldI?

Ibreathonmyhandtosmellmybreathe..oh

that'snotgood...ButI'mtoolazytobrushmy

teeth..IlookatmyselfinthemirrorI'mwearing

mylongPJs...

Me:"welltheydon'tlookmuchlikePJssoIcan

gooutwiththemright?"

IconvincemyselfcauseIsofontfeellike

changingorbathing..Ismellmyarmpits,not

thaaaatbad

Me:"nothingalittleperfumewon'tsolve"



Isprayitonalittlethensmellmyself

Me:"okaynothing'alot'ofperfumewon'tsolve"

Itiemymessyhair,Iwalkclosertothemirror,

oohhgodtheeyebags!Darkeyes!IthinkI'm

gettingwrinkles!!DamnI'mugly!AndIdon't

giveafuck!

Ihatenothavingacar,mydrivingskillsare

useless

Anuberpicksmeup

Me:"thankyou"

Igivehimthemoney,Iseehimlookawaywitha

bitofadisgustedfaceonhim

Me:"somethingwrong?"

Helooksawayfromme

Him:"nothingwrongmam,canyoupleasehurry,I

needtobesomewhere"

Me:"mxxxxm"



Iopenandgetoutofhiscarhedriveoff

immediately

Me:"howrude!!"

Whywashesodisgusted..Mybreathecan'tbe

thatbad?Ismellitagain,okay,maybealittle,

butthatguywasjustoverreactingandplain

rude!Icouldusesomegumrightnow

Ipresstheintercomitringsforawhile

"Hello?"

ArghSydneyishere?Thiswillbewayharder

now

Me:"Hi"

"Lizzy?"

IsweartoGodI'llpunchtheeyesoutofthat

shittyfacedodohead..causeIknowshe'sdoing

itonpurpose,Lisaisthemosteasynameto

remember

Me:"Lisa"



Sydney:"oh,younotwelcomehere"

Me:"canItalktoQuinton,theownerofthis

house?"

Sydney:"he'snothere,sorry"

"WhoisitBub!?"

Didhejustcallher???.....ohfuckenhellno!He's

definitelybewitched!

Sydney:"itsnoonelove"

Sydney:"lookstayawayfromAmbrose,he's

madlyinlovewithme,notyou,hewantsnothing

todowithyou"

Me:"I'dliketohearhimtellmethat"

Sydney:"youlostbitch..acceptdefeatandwalk

away"

Me:"openthisgateplasticface"

Shedropsthecall,arghIsodon'thavethe

energyforthis



ItakemyphoneandcallQuinton

"Hello"

Myheartbeataccelerates,mypalmsbecome

sweaty,Idon'tthinkIcandothis,Ithoughtit'd

beeasysinceIdon'tcareanymore..Buthearing

hisvoicejustboughtbackbadflashbacks,the

onlyonethathasbeenstuckonmymind,him

uncontrollablyfuckingSydney

"Anyonethere?Hello?"

Itakeahugebreathinandout

Me:"Hi"

"Who'sthis?"

Me:"itsme...Lisa"

"Whyyoucallingmewhenyourightdown

stairs?"

Me:"pleaseopenthegate"

"whereyougoing?"



Me:"justopenthegatepleasethenyoucome

downstairstoopenthedoor"

"(Confused):ohokay"

Idropthecallthegateopens,okay!Thisisit!

Iwalkuptothehouse,damnwhatadistance!

WhenlastdidItakealongwalk?I'msweating

andtiredbythetimeIreachthedoor

Iringthebellandholdontomykneesfor

balance

"I'llgetit!!"

Ihearhimshoutasifhe'scomingdownthe

stairs

Thedooropens,IbreathbeforeIstandup

straightandoureyesmeet

There'samomentofsilence,he'slookingatme

indisbelief..Idon'tevenknowwhattosayto

himrightnow,thelasttimeIsawhimwasthe

dayIhatedhim...wellatleastthat'swhatI



thought

Me:"hi"

Quinton:"hi"

TalkaboutAwkwardmoments!

Helooksbackinsidethehousethenlooksback

atme

Quinton:"howdidyoudothat?...isthissome

kindaprank?"

HelaughsandgoesinsideIguessIshouldjust

letmyselfin

HewalksuptoSydneywho'ssittingbythe

lounge

Quinton:"Lisa?WhyamIseeingtwoofyou?Is

thissomesortofprank?Youhiredsomeoneto

lookjustlikeyou?...(laughing)..Wowyou

good,youalmostgotmethere"

Hewalksuptomeandstartspullingmycheeks

andplayingwithmyface



Quinton(laughing):"shelooksreal,likeshe

reallylookslikeyoubub,howdidyoupullthis

off?"

Heaskslookingatme...okayhehaslosthis

mindcompletely!WhatdoIsaynow?

Sydney(laughing):"yeah!Totallygotyou

babe..itsaprank..(pushesmetowardsthe

door)...thankyouverymuchforthehelp,youcan

gonow"

Ipushherawayfrommeandwalkupto

Quinton

Me:"Quinton..Itsreallyme,I'mTherealLisa"

Heputshisindexfingerunderhisnose

Quinton:"damn"

OkayIreallyshould'vebrushedmyteeth

IwalktothekitchenIknowwhereIkeptmy

gum,Iopenthedrawandyeptheystillthere

sealed,Itakeoneoutandputitinmy



mouth,thenwalkbacktohim

Me:"betternow?"

Henods

Me:"good,nowsitdown,weneedtotalk"

Hegoesandtakesasitlookingconfusedas

helladSydneysitsnexttohimIsitonthecouch

oppositethem

Me:"Quinton,thatgirlsittingnexttoyouisnot

Lisa,that'sSydney"

Sydney:"she'slyingAmbrose,I'mLisa,younot

goingtobelievesomeonewhojustcameinto

yourdoorstepnow?"

Me:"I'mLisaQuinton...Thinkaboutit,since

whendoIcallyoubyyoursecondname?

Sydneyistheonewhouseditmore"

HelooksatSydney

Sydney:"don'tlistentoherbaby,she'sjusttrying

toseparateus,youpromised,youwon'tlet



anyonecomebetweenusanymore"

Quinton:"whyistheretwoofyou?..what'sgoing

onhere?"

Helooksatme

Me:"tellyouwhat'sgoingon,thatwitchthere

ukuthakathile(bewitchedyou)..there'sonlyone

ofmehereyoutheonlyonewhosees

two,Quintonyouhavetobelieveme"

Sydney:"babyjustthinkabouteverythingwe've

beenthrough,youjustgoingtoletsomeone

whojustcameinheretwominutesagoruin

whatwe'vesharedforsolong,thinkaboutour

baby,youcan'taffordtothrowallthat

away,becauseyoubelievesomeobsessedbitch

whotriedtomakeherselflooklikeme,cause

shejustwanttodestroywhatwehave"

Baby?Baby?Didshesaybaby?

Me:"whatbaby?"



Sydney:"I'mpregnant"

There'sthatsharppainagain,ifIdon'tdie

now,I'monehellastrongwoman,causethisis

beyondbeingphysicallyabusedoremotionally,

thisisjustplainsouldestroying,Idon'tthinkI

wanttocontinuefightingforhimrightnow,we'll

neverbehappy

Quinton:"Lisa..."

Webothlookathim

Quinton:"amIgoingcrazy?HaveIlostmymind?

Someonetellmethatthisisjustadreamavery

verybaddream"

Helooksdownholdinghishead

OhNoIcan'tstandseeinghimlikethis

Me:"Quintonitsmelovebug"

Heraiseshiseyesandlooksatme

Me:"okay,let'sdothis,askusanyquestion..

ThatyouknowonlytherealLisawillknowthe



answer"

Sydney:"Thisisridiculous!Quintongetthis

bitchoutofhere,Ican'tbestressedlikethis,its

nothealthyforthebaby!"

Quinton:"SHUTUP!everyonejustshut

up!!..okay?"

Silence

Quinton(sighs):"whenwasthefirstdaywe

met?"

Sydney&I:"18February2016"

Ilookathershegivesmeaslylook..oohhIsee

shedidherhomework,nx

Heshakeshishead

Me:"comeonQuintonasksomethingyouknow

nooneelsebutLisawillknow"

Quinton:"What'sthewildestthingwe'veever

donetogether"



Sydney:"westoleabagfromashopandran

awayfromsecuritywhileweweredrunkashell"

Howthehelldoessheknowthat?

Helooksatherandsmile

Quinton:"youremember"

Sydney:"causeIwastheresweety"

Quinton:"whatisthemostembarrassingthing

that'severhappenedtome"

Hetoldmetoneverevertellanyonethat

secrete,hesaidonlyhismomandIaretheonly

peoplehe'stold,notevenifsomeonepointsme

withagunthreateningtokillme,Ishouldnever

talkaboutit,soIkeepmymouthshut,Iguess

I'velosthim

Sydney:"infifthgradewhenyouweregoingto

sayyourspeech,youweresonervous,thatby

thetimeyoufinishedsayingityourpantswere

wetandthewholeclasslaughedatyou,you



werethetalkofthewholeschoolforthewhole

year,theystartedcallingyouMrHuggies"

Sheisevenlaughing,howdoessheevenknow

this!?UnlessQuinton'smomtoldher!Quinton

lookspissedrightnow

Sydney:"youseebaby,youonlytoldmeand

yourmomaboutthat,that'swhyshecouldn't

answeryou"

Me:"mxm..youknowwhat,Igiveup"

IgetupandattempttoleavebutIfeelsomeone

grabmyarm

Quinton:"wait!"

Iturntolookathim,comeontearsdon'tbetray

me,I'vebeendoingagreatjobholdingthemin

Me:"LookQ,onlyyoucangetyourselfoutof

thismess,Itriedhelpingyoubutitsbeyondmy

control"

Quinton:"whydidn'tyouanswerwhenIasked



abouttheembarrassingmomentofmylife?"

Isigh

Me:"becauseQ...youmademeswearnotto

eversayormentionittoanyone,whetherthey

gotagunpointedatmyhead,Ishouldnever

spillitout,itsoneofthesecreteswepromised

eachotherwe'lldiewith,andIdidn'tanswer

causeIknowhowmuchyoudon'twanttobe

remindedofthatday,andIcouldn'tsayitwith

Sydneyoverhere"

Helooksatmeforawhilehepullsmeintoa

tighthug,okay?Helet'sgo

Quinton:"itreallyisyou!YoumyrealLisa"

Hecupsmyface,myheartbeamswithjoy,he's

back!MyQisback

Sydney:"Quinton!I'mtherealLisa!"

Helooksbackather



Quinton:"Sydney...Iknowitsyou,Icanseeyou"

Sydney:"what?Impossible!"

Me:"youwitch!Yourspellhasbeenbroken"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"shecastaspellaspellonyou..please

believemeQuinton,Iknowyougowayback

withhershe'syourbestfriendandwhatnotbut

I'mtellingyouthe......

Hesmasheshissoftlipsonmine

Quinton:"Ibelieveyou,Iloveyou"

Me:"IloveyoutooQ"

Quinton:"youhavenoideahowmuchImissed

yousayingthat"

Me:"whatQ?"

Quinton:"mmhyeah"

Me:"likethis...Quuuuuee"

Heholdshischest



Quinton:"ohyesbaby..justlikethat"

Someoneclearsherthroat

Weshiftourfocusonher

Quinton:"asforyou...ncncncI'mvery

disappointedinyouSydney,tostoopthat

low...witchcraft?"

Sydney:"Quintonletmeexplain,please"

Me:"there'snothingtoexplain,youasnake!You

cameintoourlivesonlytodestroywhatwe

built...IknowyouareworkingwithQuinton's

mominallthisand.....

Quinton(shocked):"what!?"

Me:"IswearQuintonI'mnotmakingthisup"

Helooksatme

Quinton:"Lisa...calmdown,Itrustyou"

Me:"sorry"

Quinton:"don'tapologise"



Ijustfeellikehe'sgoingtolethermanipulate

himagainandhewon'tlistentome

Quinton:"yougoingtositdownandtellme

everything"

HesayslookingfuriouslyatSydney

Quinton:"sitdown!"

Shestartlesandsitsimmediately

Wealsositoppositeher

Sydney:"AmbroseIcameherebecauseof

work,Ibumpedintoyourmotherweeks

back,sheaskedmetocontactyoucauseyou

neededsomeonebyyourside,shesaidsince

thingsbetweenusdidn'tendwellthisismy

chancetofixthingssinceyouaresingle"

Me:"buthewasn'tsingle"

Sydney:"I'mexplainingtoAmbrosenotsome.....

Quinton:"I'dwatchmymouthifIwereyou...I

don'twanttodosomethingI'dregret....continue



"

Sydney:"sothenwhenIbumpedintoyouatthe

mall,IknewIwantedustogobacktotheway

thingswereandthat'swhereeverythingstarted"

Me:"youlying"

IlookatQuinton

Me:"she'slying"

Quinton:"doyouknowthetruth?"

Me:"Notreally,butIsenseshe'sshe'snottelling

thetruth"

Quinton:"SydneytellusthetruthwhileI'mstill

calmaboutthis"

Shekeepsquiet

Me:"Today!"

Shestartles,Quintonlooksatmeamused

Sydney:"okay,fine,Inevercameherebecauseof

work,yourmothercalledme,shetoldmeyouin



arelationshipthatisonlybringingyoudown

andyoustartingtoignorethefamilybusiness

becauseofher,she'schangingyou,youwere

doinggreatinlookingforyourfather's

diamonds,butwhenyoufinallymetthegirlwho

hasthem,youneglectedthemissionofgetting

thediamondsandfellmadlyinlovewiththe

enemyofthefamily,andnowshewantedmeto

helpherseparatey'allandtomakeyouloveme

likehowyoulovehersothatIcanhavecontrol

ofyouandthediamonds"

Me:"you'vebeenafterthediamondstoo?"

Quinton:"thatwasbeforeIknewyoutheone

whohasthem"

Me:"ohNo..(looksatQuinton)...Ihopeyou

didn'tgiveherthediamondsyet"

Quinton:"Ihave"

Me:"nono,thisisnotgood"

Quinton:"howdidyoumakeyourselflooklike



Lisa?"

Sydney:"Idon'tknow,yourmothergavemea

pills,shesaidtheywillmakeyouhornysothatI

caneasilyseduceyou..whatIdidn'tknowwas

thatonceI'vehadsexwithyou,you'llseemeas

LisasoIfirstplayedalong,thenyourmother

toldmetoplayalonguntilshegetsthe

diamonds"

Quinton:"whataboutthepregnancy,wasitalso

mom?"

Sydney:"Yes"

Me:"she'slying"

Theybothlookatmehelooksbackather

Quinton:"wasitalsomom?"

Sydney:....

Quinton(firmly):"whataboutthepregnancy,was

italsomom?"

Sydney:"Yes"



Me:"lies"

Idon'tknowhow,butIcansenseitwhenshe

lies

Quinton:"areyouevenreallypregnant?"

Sydney:"yes"

OhmyGoshshe'snotlying

Quinton:"mybaby?"

Sydney:"yes"

Quinton:"Yourplan?"

Shekeepsquietforawhile

Quinton:"Ireallydon'tlikerepeatingmyself"

Sydney:"Yes"

Quinton:"getout"

Sydney:"huh?"

Quinton:"OUT!"

Shegetupandheadsforthedoornoteven



takingherthings

WelookateachotherasIthinkoftheworst

thingthatcameoutofallofthis,thatIdon't

knowifwe'llevermoveonfromit,Ifeelmy

heartsinkjustbythethoughtofit

Me(whispers):"she'spregnant"
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QUINTON



I'vereallymessedupthistime,Lisadoesn't

wannamovebackinwithme,Iunderstandthis

housebringsherbadmemoriesthatledherto

depression,Ican'tbelieveshetriedkilling

herselfbecauseofme?

Ican'tbelieveshehadtogothroughallthatall

becauseofme,Whydidn'tInoticewhat'sbeen

goingonasmuchasSydneylookedlikeLisa

sheactedandfeltnothinglikeherbutitslike

everytimeIlookedintohereyessomething

withinmewouldmakemebelievethatits

actuallyherbutthelovewasn'tthereIwasn't

happy,shedidn'thaveherhumororherlaugh,I

reallythoughtIwasjustimaginingthings.

"WHEREISSHE!!"

IroaredasImademyinsidethehouselooking

around



"Quinton!OhmygoshbroImissed.......

Me(furiously):"Where'syourwitchmother!?"

Candra:"what...whatareyou....

Me:"DammitCandra!Whereisshe!?"

Candra:"she'sinheroffice...butshe....

Istormedawaytowardsheroffice,Ijustmade

mywayin

Me:"areyouevenmyrealmother?"

Sheclosesherlaptop,takesoffherglassesthen

looksupatme

Mom:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

Me:"givemeonereasonwhyIshouldn'tkillyou

rightnow?"

Mom:"whyyousoworkedupson?"

Me:"whydidyouuseSydneytodestroymy

relationshipwithLisa?"



Mom:"Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"witchcraftmom?Tobewitchyourownson?

Howcruelcanonebe?"

Mom:"look,whoeverisgivingyouthis

informationismessingwithyourhead"

Me:"Youtheonewho'smessingwithmy

head,makingmeseeSydneyasLisa?Whatkind

ofsickmindedpersonareyou?"

Mom(laughing):"what!?Isthatevenpossible?

Son..areyouokay?"

ImovemyhandtothebackofmypantswhereI

feelmygun

Me:"youthinkthisajoke?Youthinkmessing

withmymindandlifeisajoke!?"

Mom:"Quinton....Honey...I'myourmother,how

canyouevenbelieveI'ddoanythinglikethatto

you?"

Iletgoofthegunleavingitstilltuckedinmy



pants

Me:"Iknoweverything,Youfakeasssidekick

toldmeeverything,thepillsyougaveherto

drugmeandmakemeseeherasLisa,justso

youcangetthediamonds...Howcouldyouput

mylifeindangerlikethat?Whydocareso

muchaboutthesediamonds,there'splenty

morediamondsthatdadownedwhydoyou

wantthesesobad?"

Mom:"youdon'tunderstandQuinton,these

aren'tjustnormaldiamonds"

Myanger,hateandrangehasnowbeenfully

replacedbycuriosity,Isitcomfortablyonthe

chairoppositeher

Me:"whatdoyoumeantheynotnormal?They

lookthesameasthebunchofthediamondsin

thevault?"

Mom:"youseeyourfatherhadafriendwhowas

fromBhutan,inthesouthernslopes,eastern



Himalayas,itisveryknownforitsdarkand

whitespiritualisticmagic,Thiscountryisruled

byChineseking,JigmekhesarNamgyel

Whangchuck,whohappenedtoownthese

specialdiamonds,thousandsofthemtheywere

believedtocarrysomepowerfulsourcethat

couldgiveonegreatpower,soyourfather

wantedthediamondsforhimselfsohecould

experiencethesocalledgreatpower,youknow

howyourfatherwasalwayswantedtobe

best,soheaskedhisfriendfromBhutanwho

wastheKing'srighthandmantostealthe

diamondsforhimlittlebylittleandhisfriend

agreed,yourfatherwouldsendthemanhe

trustedwhichwasyourgirlfriend'sfatherto

collectthemfromBhutan,butlittledidweknow

thathekeptthediamondsforhimselfandused

togiveusfakediamonds,yourfatherfound

out,that'swhenhewentafterhimbutMthethwa

stillrefusedtotellhimwherethediamonds

weresohekilledhim"



Quinton:"waitwait,soyousayingthediamonds

havesomesortofmagic?"

Mom:"Yes"

Ithrowmyheadbackandburstintolaughter

Quinton:"andy'allactuallybelieveinthatcrap?"

Mom:"Yes,youmaylaugh,butifyoujustletme

keepthesediamondsI'llshowyouwhatI'm

talkingabout"

Igetbacktomyseriousness

Me:"thisisbullshityouwouldgotoextentsof

bewitchingme,becauseofsomefairytalestory?

Youareunbelievable,youcrazy,youandyour

latehusband...Givemethosediamonds

woman,causeitsclear,notonlydidyouhavea

weakheartbutaweakmindtoo"

Shegaspsintotalshockholdingherchest

Mom:"howcouldyoudisrespectmelikethat,



withsomethingsopersonal?"

Me:"mom,orwhoeveryouare,youused

witchcrafttomakeitlooklikeI'mcrazy,and

ruinedtheonlygoodthingthathasbeenabig

partofmylife,sodon'tbesurprisedifIdon't

havetherespectforyouanymore,infactifyou

don'tgivemethosediamonds,I'mgonnasend

youtogojoinyourhusbandinhell,wherehe's

stillburning"

Mom:"youwouldn'tdare"

Itakeoutmygunandputitonthetablerightin

frontofme

Me:"wannabet?"

Mom:"lookwhatthatgoodfornothingwhore

turnedyouinto...you'dactuallykillyourown

motherbecauseofher?"

Me:"you'dactuallybewitchyourownson

becauseofdiamonds?"



Mom:"QuintonIdidwhathadtobedone!You

abandonedthemissioninfindingthediamonds

becauseofher!"

Ipickthegunupandpointitather

Me:"thediamonds"

Mom:"Quinton!Stopthisnonsense"

Sheholdsherchestasifshe'sgapingforair

Me:"justtellmewherethefuckendiamonds

are!?"

Mom:"theybelongtous!NottheMthethwas!"

She'sgettingbreathless,shepicksuptheglass

withwateronthetableanddrinksup,calming

herselfdown

Me:"I'mgonnacounttofour"

Mom:....

Me:"one"

Mom:"Quinton,wouldyou...



Me:"two"

Mom:"Isshereallyworthit?"

Me:"three"

Mom(screams):"I'myoumother!!!"

Me:"four!!"

Ipulltheslideofthegunbackgettingreadyto

pullthetrigger

Mom:"okayokayokay....wait!Wait!"

Shesayswithherhandsupassheslowlygets

upandwalkstowardshersafe,shedoesthepin

andopensit,shetakesoutthesmallblack

bag,shelooksatthemforawhilewithout

turningbacktolookatme

Mom:"wefinallygotwhatwe'vebeenlooking

for,foryearsandyoujustgoingtogiveitupfor

someloosepussy"

IfeelmybloodboilasIbecomemore

aggravated



Me:"thediamonds"

Sheturnsaroundandthrowthebagtome

Mom:"I'llgetthemback,onewayortheother"

Me:"evenifitmeanskillme?"

Mom:"hereweare,youhaveagunpointedat

me,sowhynot?"

Wegapeintoeachotherseyesinflamed

Me:"Iguessyougonnahavetotryandkillme

first"

Mom:"areyousureyouwanttobemyenemy

son?Causethingsaren'tgoingtoendwell"

Ituckmygunbackintomypants

Me:"Ireallydon'tgetit,youhaveeverythingyou

couldpossiblydreamof,dadleftyouabunchof

moneyintwohugevaultsandjewelry,how

muchmoreluxurydoyouwant?..evenifthese

diamondshadsomekinda'powers'(Irollmy

eyes)..Whichisabsolutelyabsurdity...Whatare



yougoingtodowiththatpower?...justletthe

poorgirlkeepthediamondssoshecangether

familyoutofpovertyandalsohavealuxurious

lifelikeyou..don'tbegreedy,mother"

Iturnandwalkoutofheroffice,bangingthe

doorbehindme,Ihearaglassbreakagainstthe

door,asifshethrewtheglassatthedoor.

Me(chuckles):"crazywitch"

Magicpowers?Ha!She'sreallylostitthistime

"Quinton!"

IturntobemetbyAidan

Me:"Supman"

Istretchmyhandtodoourfamoushandshake

buthejustlooksatit,Imovemybackback

Aidan:"whyareyousostupidman?"

Me:"excuseme?"

Aidan:"udom,youarestupid,emptyheaded,a



blockhead,achump,awanker,aMuppet,

numbskull,schmunck...

Quinton:"okay!Igetit!

Aidan:"doyou?"

Heknocksonmyhead

Aidan:"causeIswearitseemslikethere's

nothinginthere"

Me:"that'senoughAidan,itsnotmyfaultyour

motherandSydneyusedsomemesseduppills

andpotionsonme"

Aidan:"what!?"

Quinton:"I'llexplainsomeothertime,havetogo

tryfixthings,ifithappenstheycan'tget

fixed.,....yourmotherisdeadtome"

IwalkoutleavinghimconfusedAF

.......

Iknockthreetimesandwaitforsomeoneto



open,Ihopeshe'sbetterthanyesterday,Ididn't

evengetthechancetotalktoher,afterSydney

left,shewastoooverwhelmedbySydney's

pregnancy,shejusttoldmeshecan'tmakeany

decisionsyet.

"Whatdoyouwant?"

IlookupandI'mmetbyadisgustedyonela

lookingatmelikeshelookingatdogshit

Me:"hey,howareyou?"

Yonela:"I'llbebetteronceyoudisappear"

ShepushesthedoorbutIholditbeforeit

closed

Me:"canIpleasecomein?"

Yonela:"younotwelcome"

Me:"please"

Shesighsandwalksaway,Iletmyselfin

Yonela:"ifyouheretocausemoreheartache....



Me:"Nononever...I'mheretotrymendthings"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Yonela:"seyiphelilenahikorobela

yaSdunu?"(Sydneyranoutoflovepotion?)

Me:"isLisahere?"

Yonela:"noshe'sgone"

Me:"where?"

Yonela:"farawayfromyouridiotface"

Isigh

Me:"pleasedon't....

"ohmygoshnellayoushouldseethenew

tattooooo......

Shetrailsoffashereyeslandonmeandour

eyeslock,shemakesherwayfurtherinside

Lisa:"Quinton?.....hey"

Me:"Lisa,hi"



"Yonela,gone"

ShesaysasshedisappearsIdon'tknowwhere

causemyeyesaregluedtothisbeautifulgreen

eyedcreature

Lisa:"wannasitdown?"

Ilookatherforawhile

Me:"yeah,sure"

Sheleadsthewaygivingmeacompleteview

ofherback,wearingthatfloralshotdressof

hersIlikealot,Inoticeafullyexposedtattooon

herneckbutIcan'treadwhatitsays,shesits

downandIdothesame

Wejustgazeateachother

Lisa:"soowouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?"

Ireallydon'tlikebeingtreatedasavisitorbythe

girlIlove,butIreallycan'tblameher

Me:"eerrmnothanks"



Shesighs

Lisa:"okay"

Shelookssogorgeous,she'sgainedweightand

I'msolovingit

Shelooksbetterthanyesterday,she'scleanand

smellsgoodnow,herhairiscombedbuther

eyesarestillpuffy,Ihatetobethereason

behindthat

Me:"Lisa...(Sighs)...I'msorry"

Shelooksatmeconcerned

Lisa:"whodied?OhmyghoshhisAidanokay?

Clyde?...

Me:"what?..No.."

Shesighsinrelief

Lisa:"oh!Don'tscaremelikethat"

Ichuckle

Me:"I'msorryaboutthepastthreeweeks,I



reallyamLiss,besidesthefactthatIwasn't

myself,butI'msorryIdidn'tlistentoyouafter

yousaidnototheideaoflettingSydneystay

withus,I'msosorryLisa,Idon'tknowwhatto

say,Ijustneedyourforgiveness,desperately"

Sheremainsquietasshelaysherbackonthe

couchandfoldsherarmswithaverysad

expressiononherfacelookingstraightforward

Me:"Iknowitsnoteasyforyou,aftereverything

you'vebeenthrough,I'veputyouthrough,but

pleasebub,Ineedyouinmylife,Ipromiseto

listentoyouandneverdoubtyourdecisions,I

needyourguidance,yourlove,Ineedyoubymy

sideLisa"

Sheremainsquietinthesameposition

Thesilenttreatment,Ihatethose,Ijustwish

shecouldthrowatantrumatleast

Me(whispers):"please......saysomething"

Lisa:"whyQuinton?"



Me:"huh?"

Lisa:"whydon'tyoutrustme?"

Me:.....

Lisa:"whathaveIdonesobadthatmadeyou

nottrustme?"

Me:"Idotrustyou"

Lisa:"youdon't.....youalwaysbelievedherword

overmine..andthatwasbeforesheusedaspell

onyou...youtrustedhermorethanme"

Ifeelmychestgettingheavyandpainfulasthe

cathascaughtmytongue

Lisa:"she'dpickfightswithme,butyoualways

tookherside,eventhoughItellyoushestarted

it,youneverwantedtohearit,Itriedmakingyou

seehowuncomfortableitmakesmewhen

she'sthere,butyouneverpaidattentionto

me,I'dtrytogetclosertoyoubutyoujust

turnedyourbackonme..(shewipesher



tear)shemadeeverythingseemlikeIwasthe

badguy,andyoubelievedit..Quinton..youloved

hermorethanme,whileyouwerestillyourself"

Me:......

Lisa:"Itriedtalkingtoyoubutitwouldalways

turnintoanargument,youwerealwaysagainst

mewhileprotectingthedevil...youspentmore

timewithher,beforesheevenmovedin,you

textedhermorethanyoutalkedtome,she

camebetweenusbeforesheevenmovedin,of

didn'tallstartwiththespellQuinton,itall

startedwithyou......butyouweretoodamnblind

toseeit"

IbowmyheaddownasIletthehardsadtruth

sinkin

Me:"I'msosorryLisa"

She'snowcryingsilently

Lisa:"doyouknowwhatwasmostpainful

though?"



Me:....

Lisa:"seeingyoumakelovetoher....onthe

samebedthatweshared,theywayyou

dismissedmethereafter.....Onyourbirthday,

thedayIwokeupinthemiddleofthenightto

bakeyouyourfavouritecake,thedayItold

myselfI'lltrytoacceptthesituationofstaying

withSydney,thedayIdecidedtoforgiveyoufor

thewayyou'vebeentreatingme,causeIthought

itwasbecauseofyourgoodheartthatblinded

you,thedayIwaswillingtoputeverything

behindusandstartover,wasthedayyoukilled

notonlymyheart,butcrushedmyspirit,that

samenight,wasthenightyoudestroyedme,all

ofme"

Me:"Lisa...I'vedoneyouwrong,Ifellunderthe

trap,Iwasstupid...Please,pleasedon'tdowhatI

didtoyou,pleasedon'tturntourbackonme,I

loveyoutoomuch,itsliterallypainful"

Iholdherhandwhichiscoveredinabeautifully



designedtattoofromherwristandalloveron

thebackofherhand

Lisa:"howQuinton?HowcanIforgiveyouwhen

Ihavesomuchangertowardsyou?Youtreated

melikelastnightstrash,likeIdidn'tmatter,the

onlythingthatmatteredwasSydneybeingsafe

andhappy,youignoredthefactthatIwasn't

happy,evenifIliterallytoldyou,butIwas

communicatingwithmyself"

Okay,weneverfullymovingonfromthis,my

throatisdry,myheartistooheavy,thisisway

harderthanIthought,Ireallydidanumberon

her,Ihatemyselfsomuchrightnow

Lisa:"evenifIwantedtoforgiveyou....she'll

nowalwaysbeapartofyourlife,she'scarrying

youveryfirstbornbaby,she'scarrying

somethingspecial,somethingthatIcanonly

dreamofcarryingforyou,yourveryfirstchild"

Me:"Lisa......



Lisa:"anditsaboy"

Me:"howdoyou......

Itrailof

Shesighsandremainssilentforawhile

Lisa:"I'vebeenmeaningtotellyousomething

importantaboutme,butyoualwaysshutme

out,orwe'denduparguingandInevergotthe

chancetotellyou"

Me:"pleasetellme"

Lisa:"Ihaveaspecialgift....Idon'tknowhowit

worksyet,andIcan'tuseituntilIhaveforgiven

allthosewho'vedonemewrongandmyheart

mustbepure,withnohatredoranger,soI

guessitwillneverworkcausethosethingsI

don'tthinkIcanachieve.......But,sometimesit

worksbutitsstillabitrocky,Idon'thavecontrol

overityet"

Me:"youhavesupperpowers?"



Shechucklesbetweenhertearsasshewipes

them

Lisa:"wouldn'tcallthemsuperpowers,like

wonderwomanorsupermanoranythingofthat

sort"

Me:"awman!Iwasreallylookingforwardto

flyingabovethecityatnight,usingyoursuper

speedtogogetmeafewthingsfromParis,or

yoursuperstrengthtocarrymycarwhenit

breaksdown...I'dbelike..'yobabe,stupidcar

brokedownagain,domeafavourandcarryit

tothemechanicforme?'.."

Shegiggles,Ijoinin,atleastshe'slaughing

Iseeaglimpseofhappinessforafewseconds

there,Igetdownonmyknees

Me:"pleasebub,please,wecanworkthings

out,please"

Herexpressionchangestosadagain



Lisa:"IalmosttookmylifeawayQuinton,

becauseIcouldn'thandleitanymore....Idon't

wanttogothroughthatagain"

Me:"Lisa,Iknownothingwillbeperfect,but

pleaseLiss,Ineedyou,Iwon'tbeabletocarryon

withoutyou"

Lisa:"IwanttoforgiveyouQuinton,Ireallydo,it'll

taketimeuntilIfullycompletelywholeheartedly

forgiveyou"

Me:"Iunderstand....Canyouatleastcomeback

home?"

Sheshakesherhead

Lisa:"Ican'tQuinton,it'llmakeitevenharderfor

me"

Me:"Iunderstand...howdowemoveonfrom

here?"

Shehelpsmegetupfrommykneestositon

thecouch



Lisa:"Idon'tknow....Idon'tknowifIcanmove

onfromthis,itsjusttoomuch"

Myburningeyesfinallygiveinastearsmanage

toescape

Me:"butLisa...Iloveyou,whatamIsupposeto

doaboutthat?",

Lisa:"Ithinkitsbestwejustremainfriends...

Me:"No,pleasedon'tsaythat...anythingbut

that"

Lisa:"that'sallIcangiverightnow...Ican'ttake

theheartacheanymoreQuinton,itsalljusttoo

muchformyalreadybrokenheart"

Me:"friendsuntilwhen?"

Lisa:"until....Idon'tknow,we'lljusthavetowait

andsee"

*silence*

Isithealthyforahumanbeing'shearttobethis

painful?



Me:"friendsitis"

Istretchmyhand,shelooksatitforawhile

beforebringingherhandinforahandshake

Lisa:"friends"

Webothintears,shechuckles

Lisa:"ohGod,wouldyoulookatus...wesucha

mess"

Shegetsupthencomesbackwithtissue

Wecleanourfaceup

Shesighs

Lisa:"phew!Wouldyoulikeicecream?....Ifeel

likeweneedit"

Me:"yeahIcouldusesomeofthat"

Shegetsupanddisappearstothekitchen

Itakeouttheblacksmallsackfrommypocket

andpourthediamondsonthesmallcoffee

table



"I'vegotvanillaguessitsourluckyd.......

Shetrailsoffashereyeslandonthediamonds

Shecomessitnexttomeandgivemetheice

creamtub

Lisa:"youmanagedtogetthemback?"

Me:"yeah,youwererightaboutherLisa,she's

evil,shesaidshewillgetthembackonewayor

theother"

Lisa:"youknowwhat'ssoweird?"

Me:"what?"

Lisa:"assoonasIsawthemIfeltsomekindof

excitement,Ifeelsoattachedtothem

somehow"

Shetakesthemandlooksatme

Lisa:"weirdright?"

Me:"doyouknowwhat'scrazy?"

Lisa:"what?"



Me:"momthinkstheyhavesomekindofmagic

thatgivesonepowersorsomethinglikethat"

Ilaugh

Me:"crazyright?"

Shelooksatthemforawhile

Lisa(chuckles):"yeah...that'scrazy"

Sheputsthemaway

Lisa:"areyougoingtoeatthat?"

Shesaysasshegrabsthetubfrommeand

opensit,wedigin

Me:"damn,theynotlyingwhentheysaythisshit

makesyoufeelbetter"

Shegiggles

Lisa:"waituntilyouwehavesomeofthat

chocolate,andchipsandmyveryfamous

dagwoodandcolddrinkand...

Me:"whhoooaaaslowdown...isthatwhatyou've



beeneatingeveryday?"

Shelooksdown

Lisa:"Nooo"

IchuckleherphoneringsbeforeIcouldsay

anything

Shepickitup

Lisa:"heyBella"

....

Lisa:"yeshe'srightherewithme"

...

Lisa:"he'sokay...why?"

...

Lisa:"Nohe'snothurt,he'sfine,wehavingice

cream"

...

Lisa(chuckles):"okay..don'tworrywefine"



Shedropsthecall

Me:"whatwasthatabout.....

*Bhaa!!*

Ijumponherforustogetdown

*Bhaaa!!!*

Anothershotgoesout,comingfromthewindow

firingtowardsus

WestaylowwithLisaundermeasIcoverher

headwithmyarms

Theshootingstops

Lisa(clingingonme,breathlessly):"whatwas

thatabout.....

Shetrailsoffasshestaresatmytummyand

holdshermouthinshock

Me:"what?"

Lisa:"youbleeding!"

Ifeelmybodygettingweaker.........



......................

[07/29,09:27]W:Insert44

LISA

I'mpacingupanddowninthewaitingroom

Yonela:"Lisa,calmdown"



Istopandlookather

Me:"calmdown?Howcanyouexpectmeto

calmdownrightnow...OhmydearGodIhope

he'salive...whatthehellistakingthemsolong!?

Itcan'tbethatbad!..(softly)...itsnotthatbad

right?"

Aidan:"he'llbefine"

Me:"really!?Hashebeenshotbefore?"

Heshakeshishead

Me:"thenhowthehelldoyouthinkhe'llbe

fine....ifyouhavenothingnicetosay,please

shutup"

HelooksatmeasifI'mcrazy

Iwipethetearsthatarerunninguncontrollably

downmyface

IthinkI'mgoingtoloosemymindrightnow!I

can'tstaycalm,Istartpacingagain

Me:"whowouldwanttokillmyQuinton...Who!?"



Aidan:"Clydeissortingthatoutnow"

Me:"thenoncehe'sfoundthatperson,Iwantto

seehimkillthatasshole"

I'mfumingwithangerandmanyotheremotions

InoticehismomandCandrarunningtowards

usbuthismomisjustwalkingcalmly

Candra:"Isheokay,whatdidthedoctorssay"

Nooneanswersher

Candra:"hello!!?"

Yonela:"yoohcan'tyouseeweinthewaiting

room?Whichmeanswestillwaiting..geez!"

Candra:"mxm"

Shelooksatme,Iignoreherandcarryonpacing

Q'smom:"ifmysondies,Iblameyou"

Ilookather

Me:"sincewhendoyoucarewhathappensto

yourson,whenyouthesamewitchthatcasts



spellsonhim,notevencaringoftheafter

effectsthatcouldhappen,sodon'tcomehere

actingallhollyandmotherlyNx"

IknowQuintonsaidIshouldrespectmyelders

butIhatehismomandI'llneverrespecther

afterwhatshe'sdone

Mom:"yousodisrespectful,youevenpassedit

ontomyson,hecannowraisehisvoiceatme

andmakedemandsbecauseofyou"

Aidan:"Mah!Thisissonotthetimeforthis!"

"MrO'Brien?"

Heinterruptsbeforeshecouldsayanything

Werunuptothedoctor

Candra:"howishe?"

Doc:"seriousdamagearoundhispelvic

area,alsocrackedthepelvicbone,sohewillbe

usingawheelchair"

Aidan:"sohe'sawake?"



Doc:"he'sstillunconscious,butyoucansee

him"

Heleadstheway

Doc:"I'llleavey'alltoit"

Hewalksout,myheartbreaksasIseehimlying

thereallpaleandcold,Irunmyhandsonhis

face,he'ssocold,hislipsaredry,hiseyelidsare

theonlyredpartthatshowshestillhasbloodin

himleft,Aidangivesmeachairtosit,Itakehis

coldhandintomineandkissit

Candra:"Quinton,I'msosorry,foractinglikea

spoiltbrat,IpromiseI'llgiveyoutherespectyou

deservethatyoualwayspreachtoAidanandI,

pleasejustwakeupandbebetter"

I'mstaringathisbodyIcan'tgetoverhowwhite

andpaleheis

Candra:"andLisa?"

Ilookupather



Candra:"I'msosorryforthewayI'vetreated

you,Ishouldn'thaveactedthewayIdid,I

should'vebeenthereforyouwhenmybrother

disappeared,nothateyou,I'msorryforthepain

I'vecausedontopofthepainyou'vebeengoing

through..pleaseforgiveme"

Iwipemytearsandsmileather

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Shesmileswidelythencomesalltheway

aroundthebedtomeandattacksmewitha

hug

Candra:"you'vebeennothingbutgoodtous,you

sohumble,evenwhenwesaidthingsweknew

wouldhurtyou,butyouneverforoncefoughtus

ordefendedyourself,whichmakesmefeelso

horrible"

Me:"itsokayCandra,I'mjusthappywecool

now"

Candra:"mybrotherissoluckytohaveyouin



hislife,pleaseIknowmybrothercanbe

mischievousattimes,butpleasebethegirl

who'llstickwithhimnomatterwhat"

Me:"Iwill"

Sheturnstolookathermother

Candra:"mom,Ithinkyoushouldapologisetoo"

ShelooksatCandraupanddown,thenclicks

hertongue,ohmygoshI'venevermetsuchan

evilmotherinmylife,tothinkofhowIfeltfor

herwhenIfirstsawherlyinghelplesslyonthe

hospitalbed,tothinkofalltheprayersIsaidfor

hertogetbetter,IthoughtIwashelpinga

humannotawitch

Yonela:"Quinton...althoughsometimesyoucan

besostupidandblindand.......

Iclearmythroat

Shesighs

Yonela:"butwestillloveyou,sowakeup



already"

Aidan:"yeahman,youneedtobetherewhenwe

sortoutthepersonwhodidthistoyou"

HismomwalksclosertoQuinton'sbed,she

bendsasshelaysakissonhisforehead

Q'smom:"mommylovesyou"

Ifeellikestranglingherrightnow,isitwrongof

me?

Aidan'sphonerings

Aidan:"Ihavetogetgoing"

Heexcuseshimselfasheanswershisphone

onhiswayout

Aidan:"I'llbethereinasecond"

Candra:"Ialsohavetobesomewhere,I'llsee

y'all"

Shekissesherbrotheronthecheek

Hermomfollowsafterhernotsayingaword



Ibreathout

Yonela:"finally!Thoughtthey'dneverleave"

Ichuckle

Yonela:"I'msureyouwantsomealonetime

withhim...shouldIwaitforyououtsideor..?"

Me:"no,yougohomeandrest,I'llbeherefor

sometime"

Yonela(sighs):"okaythen"

Shekissesmyforehead

Yonela:"he'llbefine...I'llseeyoulater"

Shewalksoutandclosesthedoorbehindher

Ilookathim

Me:"okaytheygone,youcanwakeupnow"

Yeahthatdidn'twork

Me:"I'mseriousQ,youhavetowakeupnow,I

needtohearyourvoiceorseeyoublink,please"



Ipullthesheetthat'scoveringonlyhislower

bodyuptocoverhiswholebody

Me:"youmustbefreezing,don'ttheyhave

properwarmblanketshere?"

IsighasIfeelmyeyesburningagain

Me:"areweevergoingtobehappylikefora

longtime,whyisitthatourhappinessisalways

soshortlived,pleasejustwakeupQ,look,I've

longforgivenyou,wholeheartedly,Iforgiveyou

QuintoncauseIloveyou....yes,despite

everything,Ijustcan'thelpbutloveyoueven

more..(laughs)..somethingmustbetotally

wrongwithme,ImeanIshould'velongleftyour

ass..,...butIcan't,youstolemyheartandnow,I

can'tevenlivewithoutyou"

Imovemychaircloserandplaywithhishand



Me:"alothashappened,abittoomuch,Ihave

forgiven,butyouwereright,itsnoteasyto

forget,fromnowon,ourliveswillneverbethe

same,there'sjustsomuchthatI'mnotsurewe

canevermoveonfrom,butI'lltry,justgiveme

sometime,itwon'tbeeasywatchingyouplay

daddywithachildofanotherwoman,butIhave

toacceptthatitsyourchildtooandyouhaveto

bethere,justpleasedon'tallowhertousethis

togetbetweenusagain,causeIwon'tbeable

totakeit..Iwillkillhernexttime,I'mnotjoking,

I'llstartbypoppingthatfakeassof

hers..(chuckles)..ButIwillloveyourchildasmy

veryowncauseGodknowshowmuchIlove

kids,theybringsomuchjoy.....Quinton,Ireally

dostillthink,friendshipistherelationshipthat's

bestforus,butit'llbeveryhardwithallthese

feelingsandchemistry..I'mafraidQuinton...I'm

afraidthingswillneverbethesameandwe'll

endupdriftingmoreandmoreapart"



Ilookatthetime,IneedtogosoIcanbringhim

cleanclothestomorrow

Me:"Ihavetogetgoingnow...Ibettercome

backandyouawaketomorrow"

Istandup

Me(whispers):"Iloveyou"

Ibendoverandkisshislips,Ifeelhimkissme

back

Itrygettingupbuthishandpullsmeback,I

stareathim,hiseyesarestillclosed,hepullsmy

headcloserandpecksmylips

Heopenshiseyes,asilentshortlaughescapes

mymouth

Quinton:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"youawake"

Quinton:"mhm"

Ihughim



"Aahhoouch"

Iquicklyletgo

Me:"I'msosorry...I'msohappyyouawake"

Quinton:"itsstilltoosoonformetoleaveyou

aloneinthisworld"

Me:"yourightwecoulduseahundredmore

years"

Helaughsbutitchangesintoagroan

Hetriesgettingupbuthecan'tmovehislower

body,helooksatme

Quinton:"whycan'tIfeelmylegs?"

Ibitemybottomlip,scaredforhim

Me:"uhm.....

Quinton(whispers):"whycan'tIfeelthemLiss?"

Me:"youwillfeelthem....justnotnow"

Helaysbacklookingdistraught



Me:"don'tworryQ,you'llgetbetterinno

time....you'llsee"

Quinton:"Iwon'tbeabletousemylegs?"

Me:"itsonlytemporaryQ"

Quinton:"mylegsLisa,howamIsupposedtodo

anythingwithoutmylegs?"

Myheartsinksatthesoundofhissadtone

Me:"itwon'tbeforeverQuinton"

Quinton:"isthatwhatthedoctorsaid?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"nobut...

Quinton:"soyouadoctornow?"

Ilookdownandfiddlewithmyfingers

Quinton:"I'msorry,Ididn'tmeanthat"

Me:"Iknow...Ihavetogo"

Quinton:"sosoon"



Me:"itsgettinglateandIdon'thavearideback,I

havetocallanuber"

Quinton:"pleasedon'tleavemehere,alone"

Me:"butvisitinghoursarealmostover"

Quinton:"please....don'tgo"

Westareateachotherforawhile

Me:"okay"

Hesmilesandpatstheonthespacenextto

him

IrollmyeyesandmakemyselfcomfortableasI

lienexttoohim

Me:"okayfine,IguessIcouldasktospendthe

night"

Quinton:"that'smygirl"

Me:"butiftheychargeme,itscomingoutyour

pocket"

Quinton:"geez,let'smaketheniggarwhoalmost



diedpayforeverything"

IlaughasIfidgettomakemyself

comfortable,thebedisabitwidesoitsjust

enough,sowebothfacingtheceiling,hemoves

theblanketsothatitalsocoversme

Quinton:"that'sbetter"

Iturnmyfacetolookathim,onlytofindhim

staringatmeleavingonlyaninchbetweenour

noses

Me:"thanks"

Quinton:"youwelcome,sqemeza"

Me:"arghnotthatnameplease!"

Helaughsalittle

Quinton:"butitsuitsyou"

Me:"letmegetgoing"

Quinton:"okay!I'mjustkiddingyounot

sqemeza"



Me:"good"

Quinton:"yougreeneyezilla"

Iattempttogetuphepullsmydress

Quinton:"I'mkiddingI'mkidding..Don'tgo"

I'mfailingtokeepanangryfaceasmylips

curveupbetrayingme

Me:"callmenamesagain,I'mleavingyourass"

Quinton(chuckles):"yousureyouwannaleave

thissexyassofmine?"

Ilaybackonthebed

Me(laughing):"fullofourselvesmuch?"

Welaughsoftlyandtheroomfillswithsilence

Quinton:"didtheyevengivemeinjection?"

Me:"whatfor?"

Quinton:"toeasethepain"

Iturnmywholebodytofacehim



Me:"thatbad?"

Henods,myheartcracksinsympathy

...

"Youwerebornwithagreatgiftyouareahealer

anda

foreseer"

...

Me:"maybeIcanhelp"

Quinton:"how?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,butpartofmygiftishealing"

Heturnshisfacetolookatme

Quinton:"that'sawesome...well,workyour

magicgirl!"

IlaughasIsitup...Islidetheblanketdownto

haveaviewofhisbandagedwound...Ilookat

thebloodybandageforawhile,thenithitsme!

Me:"justoneproblem"



Quinton:"what?"

Me(bitingmynails):"Idon'tknowhowtouseit"

Quinton:"wow,thanksalotLisa"

Me:"okay,letmetry"

Quinton:"yeah,pleasedo"

Istandonmyfeetnexttothebed..okay,sohow

willIdothis?..uh'ha!

Istretchoutmyhandtowardshiswound

Me:"Icallhealinguntothiswound,healheal

heal!!!"

Heburstsintolaughter,whichkindaannoysme

causeI'mtryingtohelphimhere...hislaugh

changestogroansashe'sinpain

Quinton:"Lisa..areyoutryingtokillme!?"

Hesayswithabiggrinonhisface

Me:"Quinton....Youfindthisfunny?I'mtryingto

healyouhere,andI'malsotryingtofigure



myselfout..andyoufindhumorinthat?"

Hetriestomaintainastraightfacebuthe's

failingdismally

Quinton:"okay,thatwasreallystupidofme,I'm

sorry...Pleasecarryon"

Isigh

Iplacemyhandsoverhiswound,Iclosemy

eyestightly

Me:"uummm...uummmmwhenIopenmyeyes..

Ummmmmmthiswoundwillbe

gone....uummmm....Quintonwillbeableto

walk....uummmmmm...inthenameofthepower

ofhealing..ummmmm"

IhearsoundscomingfromQuintonasheis

strugglingtoholdinhislaugh

Isighandopenmyeyeswithhopesthatit

worked

Tomydisappointmentitsstillthesame



Me:"howareyoufeelingnow?"

Hefoldshislipsinsidehismouthandnods

givingmeathumbsupandawink

Me:"can'tbelieveyouholdinginsomuch

laughterrightnow"

Heshakeshisheadno,hecan'teventalkthe

wayhesobadlywantstolaugh

Me:"arghjustletitout"

Helet'sitoutandlaughshard

Quinton(laughing):"ooouuuchh..Sopainful"

Hislaughismixedwithpain

Me:"stoplaughingQuinton,youhurtingyourself"

Quinton:"aahhfuck...aahh"

He'sinrealpain

Me:"I'msorryQ...Iguessmypowersdon'twork

yetorIjustdon'tknowhowtousethem"

Quinton:"itsokayLisa,you'llfigureitout,don't



worryaboutme,I'llhealwithtime"

Isighinfrustration,Ireallywantedtohealhim,I

wonderifI'lleverbeabletousemygift...I'm

startingtodoubtifitseventhere

Me:"letmetryagain"

Heshakeshisheadcontinuously

Quinton:"NO!itsokaybub,I'vefelttoomuch

painforoneday"

Hesignalsmetocomebacktobed,Igoback

andsleepbesidehim

*silence*

Me:"heyQuinton?"

Quinton:"hmm"

Me:"doyounoticeanythingdifferentaboutthe

diamondswhenIholdthem?"

Heturnshisheadtofacemeandfrownsalittle

Quinton:"Idon'tknow,Ineverpayattention,do



youseesomething"

Me:"itsjust....earliertoday,IthinkIsawthem

glowabit"

Quinton:"really?"

Me:"Yeah...weirdIknow"

Heremainsquietforawhile

Quinton:"yeah,weird"

Wetalkaboutotherrandomthingsforthe

wholenight

[07/29,09:28]W:Insert45

LISA



Istretchmyhandslookingtofeelsome

comfortonsomeone'sbodybutnothing,I

slowlyopenmyeyesandI'maloneonthe

hospitalbed.

IsluggishlysitupasIrubmyeyes,Iopenthem

tolookaroundonlytofindhisfamilyexceptthis

motherandClydesittingonthechairsminding

theirownbusinessalsoyonela,Iyawnand

managetogettheirattention

Aidan:"oh..goodmorningsleepyhead"

Me:"morningeveryone.....AndyouAidan"

Theygreetmeback



Yonela:"can'tbelieveyouslepthere"

Candra:"insuchasmallbed"

Aidan:"whoneedsspacewhenyoucanjust

snugglewithyourman?"

Wealllookathim

Aidan:"ohno,notforme,Imeanlikeforyou

girls,likewhydoy'allneedspacewhenyoucan

snugglewithyourman."

Candra:"whyareyouexplainingyourselfbro,we

neversaidanything?"

Yonela:"Guilt"

Aidan:"don'tstartwithmeNella"

Yonela:"ayibo..whatdidIsay?Ididn'tsayyou

gay?"

Welaugh

Aidan:"whosaidyousaidI'mgay?"

Yonela:"oh...sorry,IthoughtIwasthinkingout



loud,guessIwasn't"

Aidan:"soyouthinkI'mgay?"

Yonela:"IthinkIshouldstopthinkingsomuch"

Aidan:"youjustwait....we'llseewho'sgay"

Ayithesetwoarealwaysoneachothersthroats

Me:"where'sQuinton?"

Candra:"theychanginghisbandage"

Me:"ohokay,whendidy'allgethere?"

Yonela:"justafewminutesago

Me:"weehEish...Iforgottoaskyoutobring

cleanclothesforQuinton"

Candra:"don'tworry,Igotthatcovered"

Isigh

Me:"phew!Youalifesaver"

Shelaughs

Candra:"geezitsjustclothes,hecould'veworn



thehospital'slightdressandgohomewearing

it"

Me:"haaano,thosethingsexposeyourwhole

buttoutside"

Theylaugh

Candra:"youdon'twantthemlookingatyour

man'sjunkgirl"

Shewinksatme,Ithrowmyheadbackand

laugh

Me:"ohGody'allallcrazy"

FinallythecoollovingandfunCandraIfirstmet

isback

ThedoctorwalksinpushingQuintononthe

wheelchair,mymooddropsasInoticehow

downheis,mylipscurvedown,Ifeelmyheart

sink

Doc:"goodmorning"

Us:"morningdoc"



Doc:"whocanItalktowhowillberesponsible

forthisman?"

Candra:"he'sgonnahavetocomestayathome

hecan'tstayalonewhilehe'slikethis,soIguess

I'mresponsible"

Quinton:"No...I'mnotgoingbackhome,Idon't

wanttobeanywherenearyourmother"

Yoh,thetalkaboutawkward!

Aidan:"thenwho'lltakecareofyou,youcan't

stayalone"

Quinton:"I'llhiresomeone,anurse"

Yonela:"yohanurse?Willbatheyou,feedyou,

clotheyou....Okay"

Doc:"okay,sodoyouneedmetoorganisea

nurseforyou,now?"

Quinton:"Yes"

Me:"No"



Alleyeslandonme

Me:"I'llberesponsibleforhim"

Doc:"areyouokaywiththatMrO'Brien?"

Me:"yeshe'sokaywiththat"

Hesmilesatme

Quinton:"I'mdownwiththat"

Doc:"okaythen,thisiswhatyou'llneedto

do.........

Hegoesonandontellingmeabouthis

medication

andchangingofhisbandage

CandratookustoQuinton'sapartment,nowI'm

notsosureifImadetherightchoice,thishouse

justbringsbacksomanybadmemoriesonlya

fewgoodones...butitsonlyforuntilQuinton

getsbetterafterthat,I'mout,speciallynowthat

webacktofriendship,Ireallythinkthiswayis

best,inthatwaywestillsticktogetherand



protecteachotherwithoutbeingromantically

involvedwhichwillhurtsomuchifthingsgo

Southagain...soyeah!Mymindismadeup..I'm

notgettingbacktogetherwithQuintonagain

butI'llalwaysbebyhisside

WegettothehouseandCandrahelpsmeget

Quintonoutofthecarintothewheelchair,he's

beingsodifficult,hedoesn'twanttobehelped

Wefinallymadeittothehouse,I'mpushinghim

tothelounge

Quinton:"Ican'ttakeitfromhereLisa"

Me:"butIwantto....

Quinton:"IsaidIcanhandleit"

Iletgoandhepushedhimselftothelounge

IsighandturntolookatCandrawho'sbehind

me

Me:"lookslikethisisgoingtobeharderthanI

thought"



Candra:"onethingaboutQuinton,hedoesn't

likebeinguseless,he'salwaysbeenhandson

witheverything,andhe'susuallytheonewho

helpspeople,sonowthatheneedsthehelp...."

Me:"hedoesn'tlikeit"

Candra:"justbepatientwithhim,he'llcome

around,thismustn'tbeeasyonhim"

Isigh

Me:"Iunderstand"

Candra(sighs):"okaygirl,goodluck,I'llkeep

comingtocheckuponyou"

Me:"cool,thanksCandra"

Candra:"don'tmentionit"

Weshareahug

Me:"bye"

Candra:"chow"

ShecatswalkoutIfollowher,closingthedoor



rightafterher

Itakeadeepbreathbeforewalkingbacktothe

lounge

Me:"wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?"

He'swatchingcricket..helooksupatme

Quinton:"nothanks"

Me:"butyou...

Quinton:"Isaidnothanks"

Isighforthehundredthtime,hethinksthisis

easyforme?

Me:"finesuityourself"

Iattempttowalkawaybuthepullsmyhand

Quinton:"sorry,itsjustwhenIsayno,canwe

pleaseleaveitthere?"

Me:"butyouonlysayingnocauseyoudon't

wantmyhelp,notbecauseyounothungry"

Quinton:"okayfine,sorry,doestheofferstill



stand?"

Me:"mxm,no"

Quinton:"I'mstarvinghere"

Me:"die"

Hegasps

Quinton:"saysthegirlwhowascryingherlungs

outwhenIwasdyinginfrontofheryesterday"

Ishiver

Me:"pleasedon'tremindmeofthat,itwasthe

worsttortureI'veeverwentthrough"

Quinton:"I'msorrybub,didn'tmeanforyouto

experiencethat"

Ilookathimconfused

Me:"itsnotyourfault,youdidn'tknowthatwe

weregoingtobeambushed"

Quinton:"pleasecomehere"

Hepatstheonthespacenexttohim,Iwalk



closerandsitthere

Helooksatmeforalongtime,Icouldliterally

seethesparksandIcanhearthefireworks

explodingandmakingabeautifulimage...amI

goingcrazy?

Me:"Quinton.....Howlongarewegoingtoplay

thisstaringgame?"

Quinton:"untilyoublink"

Me:"isthatachallengemister?"

Quinton:"oohhhyeeaahh"

Me:"challengeaccepted"

Isquintmyeyesandmovecloser

Quinton:"yousowannablinkrightnow"

Me:"whateveryoutryingtodo,issonotgoingto

work"

Quinton:"ohmyGod"

Me:"what?"



Quinton:"there'ssomethingoneyelash"

Me:"notbuyingit"

Quinton:"really?Itskindabig"

Me:"I'mnotdumbQuinton,Iwouldseeit"

Quinton:"I'mnotkiddingLisakhanya"

Hecalledmebymyfullname!He'sserious!Oh

mygosh!!OKdon'tpanicLisastaycalm!!!!Why

amIshouting!!!Inmymind!!!

Quinton:"that'sreallygoingtogetintoyour

eye..weshouldstopplaying"

Iblinkuncontrollably

Me:"getitoffme!!!Getitoff!!"

Ijumpupanddownhittingmyeyes

Heburstsintolaughter...Istopandslowlyturn

tolookathim

Me:"whydoyoulikedoingthat?"

Ihuffandthrowmyselfnexttohimhecan't



stoplaughing

Quinton(laughing):"Bub!!Pleasestop!..aahh

youkillingme!"

Tearsareevenrunningdownhisface...like

seriously!

Me:"mxm..youknowwhatQuinton...I..I..I'm

nevertalkingtoyouagain!Ever!"

Hewipeshistearsbutstilllaughingabit,he

fanshimselfwithhishands

Quinton:"ohGod,youhurtingmeLiss...youlove

seeingmeinpaindon'tyou?"

Ihuffandturnmyonhim

Quinton:"Lisa?"

Iignorehim

Quinton:"oohhLissaaa"

MxmyounotgoingtolaughLisa!

Quinton:"yomaLilliza"



Notgoingtolaugh!!Andthat'snotfunny!NxI

shouldturnwithahotslap

Ifeelhimtrailhisfingeronmyback

Quinton:"malillizana"

OhIknowhedidnotjustcallmethat!?...I'mso

notlookingback,whenIsayI'mnottalkingto

someone..Imeanit!

Quinton:"mlizisto!"

Haaa!Iturn

Me:"mlizisto?mlizisto!ReallyQuinton?....DoI

looklikesomegangsterordruglordto

you!?..aarrgh!Nxnxnxnx..mxxxxxmm!!!"

Istandup

Me:"andFYIthiswassonotmetalkingtoyou!!

I'mshoutingatyou...soI'mstillstickingtomy

word...Nevertalkingtoyou

again!!...Queenzisto!"

Iwalktothedirectionofthekitchen



Me(talkingtomyself):"mlizisto?Canyou

believethatguy?...callingmemlizisto?....

Imaginepeoplecallingmethat?....yowasup

mlizisto!Haaa...Godforbidooooo!"

Icanhearhimstilllaughing..Idon'tgetwhat's

sofunny?WhenI'mclearlymadathim!Bloody

motherfather!

Iopenthefridgeohhmygoodnessgraciousme!

Somuchtakeouts?

Itslikehehasn'tbeenlivingwithawoman,

causethisisthesameaswhenIusedtoleave

himaloneduringholidays

Me(shouting):"FastsfoodQuinton!!Really!!?"

Quinton:"itwasn'tme!"

Me:"lame!TryanotherLie"

Helaughs...heshouldreallystoplaughing,he's

hurtinghimself..waitaminute,didIjusttalkto

him?OhhNoo..wellitwasshouting..Eishokay



I'llignorehimfromnowon....waitwhyamInot

talkingtohimagain?AmIevenmadathim?I'm

soconfused,I'mmovingout,heshouldhirea

nurse.WhatamIsaying?Okayletmegeton

withthat...whatamIgoingtomakeagain?..

Itakeoutsomechicken..I'lljustgetonwith

cooking

IdecidetocallBellawhileIwaitforthefoodto

getready

"Lisa...howisheholdingup?"

Thiswomanamazesme,Ididn'teventellherhe

gotshot,can'twaittillIcandothat

Me:"he'sokay...he'sstillintoomuchpain"

"Ican'timagine,butIknowyou'lldoagreatjob

ingettinghimbetter"

Me:"how?Itriedusingmyhealingpowers,but

theywereamiserablefailure"

Shelaughs..whyiseveryonefindingthisfunny?



"You'llgetthereLisadon'tworry"

Me:"youknowItriedthewholemeditating

techniquebutkwaa..nothing"

Shelaughsmore,what'ssofunny?DidIjust

crackajoke?AmISteveHarvey?

"Lisa,there'sstillalotofpeopleyouhaven't

forgivenandyoufullofhate,youshouldmake

peacewithyourheart,that'sthedoortoyour

gift"

Isigh

Me:"butBella,there'sjustsomepeopleIdon't

thinkIcaneverforgive"

"Sureyoucan...youwerebornwiththepure

heart,forgivenessisinyourblood"

Me:"really?ThenwhydoIfeelsomuch

resentment"

"YouneedtoprayLisa,Godwillrevealtherest"

Me:......



"Didyougetthediamonds?"

Me:"yes,Quintondid"

"Itsstillhaven'tbeenrevealedtomewhythey

belongtoyou"

Me:"there'ssomethingstrangeaboutthose

diamondsBella"

Iwalkuptothepotsandstir

"Whatisit?"

Me:"yesterday...whenIheldthem..theystarted

glowing,justalittlethenstopped"

"......

Me:"Idon'tknowmaybeIwasimagining,butit

wasalightgreenglow"

"Justlikethecolourofyoureyes"

Me:"yeah"

"Interesting"

Really?That'sallyougoingtogiveme?



Me:"yeahdoyouknowwhatitcouldmean?"

Shesighs

"Nope,thisisforyoutofigureoutonyourown"

Me:"wow,I'mnevergoingtofigurethisout"

"That'stheproblemrightthere..youknowmy

giftonlystartedworkingwhenIstarted

believinginit,thattherewassomethinggreater

insideofme,andIdidmyallmeanstofind

myself,beforeIknewit,Iwashavingvisions"

Me:"ItrytobelieveinmyselfBellabut,nothing,

allIgetisQuintonlaughingatme"

Shelaughs...issheseriousrightnow?I'm

pouringmyheartouthere?

Me:"justlikehowyoudoingnow"

"I'msorry..itsstillearlyLisa,you'llfindyourself

eventually"

Me:"canyoupleasetellmethisonething"



"What?"

Me:"pleasetellmethat,we'vepassedthestorm

now...thisistoomuch..Imeantherewasevena

hurricane"

"Iwon'ttellyouthatthestormisoverbecause

thisisearth,they'llalwaysbetrails...allIcansay

isprayharderandstickbyyourmansside,he

needsyou"

Me:"yeahaboutthat....he'snotmyman

anymore,webrokeup,wedecidedtostay

friendsnow"

Sheburstsintolaughter....ayibo!..Imovemy

phonefrommyearandlookatitindisbelief

Me:"Bella?Areyouokay?Whatdidyousmoke

today?"

"(Laughing)..Friends!Yeahright!"

Me:"Yes..andthere'snothingfunny,thiswaywe

canstillbetogetherwithoutbeingtogether"



"Honey,we'llseehowlongthatfriendship

lasts,letmetellyouasecret"

Me:"okay"

"Youtwocanneverbejustfriends...y'allhave

neverbeenjustfriends,eversincey'allmet"

Me:"heywewerefriends,forawholeyear"

"Trustme.y'allneverbeenfriends,y'allwere

justavoidingyourfeelings,y'allalwaysbeen

lovers,thinkaboutit,whatyouguyshavebeen

through,wasitalljustafriendshipjourney?"

Ithinktomyselfforawhile

"Exactly..LookIhavetogo..Beccaisaboutto

wakeup"

Me:"wow..youthatgood,youevenknowwhen

she'sgoingtowakeupbeforeshedoes?"

"No,Ijustknowhertimeschedule"

Me:"oh..yeah..ofcause...Okaybye"



"(Laughing)byeLisa"

Ihangup

Idishupforusthenheadtothelounge

Me:"lunchisserved"

Istopandlookathimasasmilecreepsinmy

face..he'sfastasleep,seatedonhisbutthislegs

onthetableandhisheadlayedbackonthe

couchfacingtheceiling,he'smouthisabit

open,Ilovethewayhe'seyesdon'tclosefully

whenhesleeps

Iputtheplatesdown,Ishakehim

Me:"Quinton"

Hemoveshisheadabitthenrelaxesagain

Me:"Q..wakeup,foodisready"

Quinton:"mmhmh"

Me:"youhavetoeat,soyoucantakeyour

medication"



Helazilyopenshiseyesandlooksatmefora

whilethensmiles

Me:"food?"

Quinton:"doIhaveachoice"

Me:"yeah...butyouhavetoeatnomatterwhat"

Quinton:"thenwhydoyousayIhaveachoice?"

Me:"tomakeyoufeelbetter"

Quinton:"mxm"

IlaughasItakehisplateandgiveittohim

Hehasadisgustedfaceasifhe'sinpain

Me:"painful?"

Quinton:"itssopainful.Damn"

Myheartbreaksathowmuchpainhe'sfeeling

Me:"I'llfeedyouthen"

Henodsreluctantly

Me:"openup"



Heopensalittle,Ifeedhim,he'sonlyeatenfive

spoons

Quinton:"I'mfull"

Ifrown

Me:"butyouhaven'teatenhalfofyourfood?"

Quinton:"I'mreallyfineLisa"

Isighandgoputhisfoodaway,Idon'teven

knowwhyIdishedupformyself

Itakehismedication

Me:"okaylet'sdrinkup"

Ihelphimdrinkhismedication

Me:"don'tyouwanttogorestonthebed?"

Henods

Ihelphimup,damnhe'sheavyandallhisweight

isonmeasIwalktothewheelchair

Me:"okay,I'mnotcarryingyouupthosestairs"



Quinton:"itsfineI'llsleepintheguestroom

that'sdownhere"

That'stheoneAidansleptin,Ipushhimtothe

room,nexttothebedIjuststandinfrontofhim

tryingtofigureouthowamIgoingtogethim

onthisbedbymyself,noCandrahelpingme

Me:"okay..howamIgoingtodothis"

Quinton:"Ihatethis"

Ilookathim

Me:"don'tbelikethat,Idon'tmindhelpingyou"

Quinton:"Ijustfeellikeanuisance"

Me:"youcanneverbeanuisance,evenifyou

tried...nowwrapyourarmsaroundmyneck"

HedoesasIsay,heholdsontightlyasIpullhim

upholdinghimaroundhischest,wemovea

littleuntilwefallonthebedwithhimontopof

me

Quinton(groans):"shit"



Me:"sorry"

Itrytospinussohecanlieonhisback

Me:"okay,onthree....one..two....three!!"

Iturn,he'snowlyingperfectlyonhisbackwith

meontop..Imovebutheholdsme

Me:"Quinton..You'llmakemehurtyou"

Quinton:"butImissyoubeingontop"

I'mnotputtingmyfullweightonhim

Me:"comeonQ"

Quinton:"don'tyoumissthis"

Hepullsmecloser

Me:"Ido"

Wegazeintoeachother

Me:"youneedtogetsomerest"

Iremovehishandsfrommeandgetoffhim

Hesighsdisappointedly



Ikisshisforehead

Me:"wefriendsQuinton,let'sstickwiththat"

Helooksaway,Ituckhiminandwalkoutwitha

heavyheart

Ihateseeinghimlikethis..IneedtocallClydeI

wanttomeetthepersonwhodidthistohimin

person...Andforgivethem..Halikehell,howam

IsupposedtodothatwhenIwanttoshoottheir

stupidbrainsout!

[07/30,13:15]Ron:Insert46



LISA

Oneweeklater

"Lisa!"

IstartleasIsituponmybutt

"Lisakhanya!"

Irunoutoftheroomtohisroom,Ibustinside

lookingaroundholdingmyshoe

Me(panicking):"What'swrong!Wherearethey?

I'llkillthemthistime!"

Quinton:"what?Noman,Ineedthetoilet"



Isighinrelief

Me:"ohhIthoughtsomeonewantedtohurtyou"

Iwalkuptohimandhelphimup,hecan'teven

trytomovehislegssoI'mliterallycarrying

him,withhislegsaroundmywaistfromthe

front,hisheadonmyshoulder,IfeellikeI'm

carryingasleepybaby...onehellaheavybaby!I

puthimdownontheopentoiletseatandpull

downhisbriefs,he'llhavetopeesittingdown...I

lookawayashedoeshisbusiness

Quinton:"youdon'thavetolookaway..Imean

itsnothingyouhaven'tseen,ortastedorfelt...

Me(chuckles):"wouldyouhurryup"

Helaughssoftly

Quinton:"uhmLisa?"

Me:"Quinton?"

Quinton:"Ithinknumbertwoisontheway"

Me:"sickman!I'mouttahere!"



Iattempttowalkouthelaughs

Quinton:"I'mkidding!"

Istopandlookathimhegivesmeabigsilly

grinwigglinghe'seyebrow

Me:"yousuchanidiotthough"

*Brrrr!*

Aloudsoundcomesfromhim

Me:"aaahhhhsickman!!Quinton!!AhDude!"

Helaughs

Quinton:"Iguessitwasjustafartafterall...I'm

done"

Me:"mhmhmhmh...damnuyanukisa

shit"(smellsbad)

Itaketheairfreshenerandsprayitallover

Quinton(laughing):"ohcomeon...itsnot

thaaaatbad"



Me:"ohtrustmeitsthaaaatbaaaaad!"

Ihelphimpulluphisbriefs,Ipickhimup

Thistimehisfaceisrightinfrontofmine...I'm

walkingslowlycausehe'ssoheavy

Me:"yousoheavy"

Quinton:"yousostrong"

Ifeelsomethingpokingme

Me:"reallyQuinton?"

Quinton:"comeonLisa,whatdoyouexpect?

Yournunuissowarmagainstme"

Me(chuckles):"wow,yousonaughty"

Quinton:"foryou"

WereachthebedIputhimdownandadjust

himtosleepproperly,hedoesn'tletgoofmy

neck

Me:"letgoQ"

Quinton:"howlongdidyousaywe'llbefriends



again?"

Me:"foralongtime"

Quinton:"thisisrealtorturethough"

Me:"Quinton....please"

Helet'sgoofme

Quinton:"whydoeseverythinghavetobesad

Lisa?"

Me:.....

Quinton:"I'mtiredofbeingsad,Ijustneedyou

andeverythingwillbebetter"

Me:"butI'mherearen'tI?"

Quinton:"itsnotenough"

Me:"wetalkedaboutthisQuinton,itsonlybeen

afewdays"

Hesighs

Quinton:"feelslikealifetime"



Me:"thisisalsonoteasyforme,ithurtsso

much,IwanttomoveonQuinton,butI'vebeen

throughsomuch,myhearthashurtsomuch,

thewayyoutreatedme,itfeltlikeour

relationshipwasnotstrongenough,thelove

youhaveformewasnotstrongenoughforyou

tobelieveinmeandtrustme,youwouldchoose

anotherwoman'swordovermineeasily

becauseinyoureyesI'mthebitterjealousnaïve

teenagegirlfriend"

Quinton:"that'snothowitslikeLisa"

Me:"that'showitfeltlikeQuinton,youdidn't

evenfeelanysympathywhenIcriedmyselfto

sleepeverynight,you'draiseyourvoiceatmeto

skyhighprotectingher,IthoughtmaybeifIgive

yousexitwouldremindyouhowmuchyoulove

meandyou'dlistentome,Ithrewmyselfatyou

forcefullyeventhoughIknewIwasn'treadyfor

sexyetafterthewholeliamthing,butyoudidn't

noticeanything,forthefirsttimeyoumademe



feelinvisible"

Ifeeltheheartbreakalloveragain,

Me:"itsalltooheavyonmeQuinton"

Ilookupholdingbackthetearsandswallowing

thebiglumponmythroat

Quinton:"I...I'm...

Hesniffsandlooksuptryingtoholdbackhis

tearsbutitwastoolateastheescapedone

aftertheother

Me:"I'msorry..I.."

Igetupandwalkoutbacktomyroom,Igetin

thecoversandthat'swhenIletitallout,Ihate

feelinglikethis,IthoughtIwasoverit,IthoughtI

didn'tcareanymore...Ilied!Igetupandgoto

thekitchen,luckilythere'sabunchofjunk,Igo

sitinthelounge,Istuffmyselfrightthereinthe

dark,foodhasnowbeenmyescape,Itakeout

myfrustrationsinitanditsmakingmechubby,I



hearQuintonthrowingthingsatthedoorhe's

groaningloudly,Ithinkhe'sthrowingatantrum

Me(shouting):"Stopthat!!!"

Hecarriesonmakinganoisescreamingand

throwingthings

Ibreakdown,Ican'tdothis...Idon'tknowhow

todoit!

Istormtohisroomandbustin,hewasaboutto

throwthesidelampbutstoppedashesawme

Me:'Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou!!Huh!?"

Quinton:"getout!!"

Me:"whyareyoubeingsodifficult!!Icamehere

tohelpyoubutyoujustkeeppushingmeaway!"

Quinton:"I'mnotpushingyouawayLisa..You

theonewhodoesn'twanttobehere!!"

Me:"thenwhyamIhereQuinton!!WhyamI

here!?"



Quinton:"Idon'tknow!!WhyareyouhereLisa!!

Causeitsclearyouwantnothingtodowithme!!

Youthinkit'seasyhavingyouhereand

pretendingtobejustyourfriend!?"

Me:"I'mHeretohelpyouQuinton!!Tohealyou!!"

Quinton:"you'vebeenhereforthewholefucken

week,keeptellingmeaboutstupiddiamonds

thatglow!Doyouevenhavetheseuseless

powers!?"

Ifeellikeathousanddaggersjuststabbedmy

chest

Me:"IfI'msoUSELESSthenmaybeIshouldjust

LEAVE!!"

Quinton:"Good!!Whatareyouwaitingfor,

Christmas?...Go..Andneverfuckencome

back!!"

IgaspsasIopenmymouthtosaysomething..

Butwordsfailme



Notthisagain.

Me:"Nx!Fine!!"

Quinton:"closethedoorbehindyou"

Ilookathimforawhileandhe'sfumingwith

anger

Iwalkoutandbangthedoorandheadtothe

maindoor,Iopenitandthat'swhenIrealiseits

stilldawnandverydark,Iwalkoutanyway

....

"won'ttellyouthatthestormisoverbecause

thisisearth,

they'llalwaysbetrails...allIcansayispray

harderandstickby

yourmansside,heneedsyou"

...

IsighasI'mbythegate..Youknowwhat..Not

thistime,Thedevilisaliar!



Irunbacktothehouseandlockthedoor,I

stormbacktohisbedroomandfindhimcrying

facingtheceilinghedoesn'tlookatme

Quinton:"IsaidleaveLisa...Idon'tneedyou..I

don'tneedanyone"

Iwalkuptothebed,he'sinthecentreofthe

bed,Igetontopofhim

Me:"I'msickandtiredofyoufeelingsorryfor

youruselessselfallthedamntime!!Youthink

thisiseasyforme?YouthinkI'menjoying

keepingthedistancebetweenus?"

Quinton:"justgoLisa,Idon'twantyouhere,you

don'tlovemeanymore,you'llneverloveme

again,sojustdousbothafavourandwalk

awayandnevercomeback...Leavemeandmy

stupidblindself"

Me:"youknowwhat?Youfuckentalktoomuch

bullshit"

Ibendcloserandkisshislipsheresponds



immediatelywithasmuchhungerand

excitement,ItakeoffmyPJshirt,hechuckles

naughtilyashe'seyeslandonmyboobs

Me:"missedyourbabies?"

Henodswithabigsmileonhimashegrabs

themandexploresthemwithhistongue,

moansescapemymouth,asIfeelallkindsof

pleasures,thebutterfliesflatteringinmy

tummy,shiversdownmyspineanacheandriver

runningdownmynani

OhLorditsbeenalongwhile

Itakeoffmypantsandpanties

Quinton:"IwantMissMinmymouthbub"

IgiggleasIwalkuptohisfaceonmyknees

withhimbetweenmylegs,Ireachhisface,he

digsinalmostimmediatelyasifhewasa

thirstyfishexperiencingdrought,suckingand

nibblinglikealittlebabysuckingonamother's

breastforthefirsttime



"AahhQ!..I'm...cu...uuhhh"

Irelease,mylegsallshaky

Quinton:"mmmmhhsotasty"

Ican'tevenopenmyeyesfullyasImoveback

tositontopofMrB...wellsincehecallsmine

missMitsonlyfairIalsonamehim

IkisshislipsasIgrindonhimslowly,careful

nottohurthim

IleavehislipsandtakeoffhisbriefsIsitonMr

Bandmoveincircularmotionontopofhim

Quinton:"letmeinbub"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"A-ah...asknicely....Themagicword"

Quinton:"fuuck?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"na-ahwrongword"



Quinton:"pleeaasee"

Ismileandbitemylowerlip

Me:"that'stheone"

ImovemybuttupalittleasItakeMrBandlead

himinside,Islidehimslowlyit'spainful,when

thehelldidshegetthistight!?Isitonhimashe

slidesinside,loudmoansvoluntarilyescapemy

mouthhemoansjustasloud

"Shhhiiii!!Aahhtightpussy!"

Imoveupanddownfasterloosingmyselfinour

ownworldthatwealwaysdisappearto

Me:"mmhhfuck!!"

IpickupthepaceasIfeellikeI'mcloseto......

Quinton:"I'mclosebubJus.....

HereleasesandsodoI,BESTFEELINGEVER!

Icollapseontopofhimhegroan

Me:"ohsorry"



Imoveandmakemyselfcomfortablenextto

him,IcoveruswiththeblanketasIsnuggleinto

hisbody..Ican'tremovethesmileonmyface

andIcanfeelthefairiesdancinginmyheart....

Helooksatme

Quinton:"Iloveyou"

Saystheguywhojustkickedmeoutafew

hoursago

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Quinton:"areyoutired?"

Me:"No..why?"

Quinton:"itsnotreadytorest"

Ilookathimforawhilehehasoneofhismost

stupidgrinsever

Ohmygosh...theregoesthefireworksagain!!

Canyouhearthem!?

Me:"doyouhearthat?"



Quinton:"ifitsthesoundofthebedthat'sbeing

bouncedon....No"

Ilaughayithisguy!

Me:"Imeanthefireworks..Can'tyouhear

them?"

Helaughsatme

Quinton:"fuckmeuntilyoucomebacktoyour

sensesplease"

WelaughasIgetontopagain

Me:"I'mlovingthisauthority"

Hechucklesbetweenhismoans

Quinton:"enjoyitwhileitlastsbub"

*****

Ihearsomethingcomingfromthespare

room,theonethatwedon'tuse,itsounds

whistlesofsomethingspinningintheair,Iget

upfromthebed,Ididn'tsleepinthesameroom



asQuinton,there'sjustsomanyroomsinthis

house,I'malsousingtheonedownstairs,the

noiseiscomingfromupstarts..Iremovemy

blanketandslowlywalkouttheroom..Iwalk

towardsQuinton'sroom,itsstillinthemiddleof

thenight

Me:"Quinton?Isthatyou?"

Iopenthedoortohisroom,myheartskipsa

beatasheisnotonthebed

Me:"Quinton?..."

Iwalkuptothebathroomhe'snotthere,Iwalk

backtotheroom,itssodark,Inoticehis

wheelchairisstillthere,howdidhegetup

withouthe'swheelchair?

Iturnonthelightsbuttheydon'twanttogo

on..huhelectricitymustbegone,Igotakea

torchinthekitchenandaknifeasIwalkupthe

stairs

Me:"Quinton!"



Itrytoontheotherlightsbutnothing,Ikeep

turningbackkeepingmytorchandknifesteady,

Iknockatthemainbedroomandtrytoopenbut

itslocked

Weird?Okaynowthisisgettingcreepy

Me:"Quinton!Whereareyou?"

Inoticeagreenlightcomingfromthespare

room,thatstheemptyroomthatweneveruse

itsjustthere...Iwalkclosertoit,Ilifttheknife

andholditrightovermyshoulder

Me:"okay...Thisissonotfunnyanymore..Ican

doalotofthingswithaknife..asktheonions

andalltheotherveggiesIchopallthetime!"

I'mtheworstwhenitcomestothreatsbutI'm

reallyfreakingout

Theglowgetsbrighter,thesameglowInoticed

fromthediamonds,thenoisegetslouder,its

definitelycomingfromthatroom



IopentheroomasIgetinquicklyreadytokill

Butthere'snothing,thenoisestops,Imovethe

flasharoundlookingforanythingweird,right

thereonthefloorInoticethediamondsformed

inacircle,theyaretheirnormalcolour...but

howdidtheygethere?I'msureIleftthemback

atYonela'sapartment..Butmost

importantly,whoarrangedtheminacircle!?

*bha!*

Thedoorbangsclosedstartlingme,beforeI

canlookbackatthedoorthediamondsstart

glowingintoaverybrightgreenalmostlime

Imovebackwardsslowly..Whatkindofvoodoo

isthis!

JustwhenIthinkI'veseenitall,theyfloatinthe

airandstartspinningreallyfastinthesame

circularpositiontheywereat

"Aaaaahhhhhhh!!!!!!Heeeellllpp...QUINTON!!!!!

QUINTON!!!!"



Ibangthedoorandtrytoopenbutitsstuckno

nono..I'mtooyoungtodie!

"Quinton!!Helpme!!"

IlookbackatthemasIpressmybackagainst

thedoorandatthatinstantthelightshines

rightthroughmyeyes,itslikealightisalso

comingfrommyeyes...IzoneoutasIstare

deepthroughthelight.

Everythingbecomespeacefulagain,Isee

myselfhealingQuinton

..

Quinton:"wowbub..youdidit!Youfinallydid

it....Icanwalk"

Hejumpsupanddown

Quinton:"Icanrun"

Herunsaroundthencomesbacktomeand

picksmeupspinningmearound

Me:"IdiditQ!!Ifinallyfigureditout!!"



Heputsmedownandweshareakiss

ThescenechangesIseemyselfpointingagun

rightatherhead

Q'smom:"pleasedon'tkillme...I'msorry!!!

Please!!Forgiveme!!"

Me:"youkilledmybaby!!I'llneverforgiveyou!!"

Q'smom:"PLEAEEASE!!!!!DON'T!!"

Me:"itsalittletoolate"

*Bhaa*

Gunshotgoesoff

Me:"Nooo!WhathaveIdone!!"

.....

Iclosemyeyesandopenthemagain,the

diamondsgobacktotheirnormalcolourand

fallbackonthefloorbutnotinthecircular

positionanymore,myeyesalsostopglowing...I

feelmyheartbeatfast



Me:"Nonono....Quinton!!!HelpGetmeoutof

here!!Quinton!!!

*******

"Lisa!."

Me(softly):"Quinton..help"

"Lisa..wakeupbub"

Ilazilyopenmyeyes

Quinton:"itsjustadreamokay"

Ilookaroundandwestillinthesameroom

Me:"oh"

Imoveclosertohim,heholdsmetight

Quinton:"don'tworry,I'mherenow"

Me:"IloveyouQ"

Quinton:"Iloveyouevenmorebub"

Ilieonhischestandlistentohisheartbeat

whichismylullaby



Thatwassomefuckedupdream..WTF!?
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LISA

"Idon'tcarehowyoufindthemjustfindthem!"

Iopenmyeyesandnoticehe'stalkingonthe



phone

Quinton:"wellmaybeyoulookingtoofar,I

suspectyourmom,shethreatenedmebeforeI

lefthomethatday,saidshewouldkillmeif

needsbe,thenrightafterthat,thishappens"

......

Quinton:"thenmaybeshesentsomeoneto

followme?"

....

Quinton(sighs):"thenifitsnother,whocouldit

be!?"

....

Quinton:"itsbeenawholedamnweek,comeon

Clyde..Iwantthispersoninfrontofmeinmy

verycaringhands"

....

Quinton:"good..noIwanttodoitmyself,with

myownbarehands,that'llteachhimneverto



messwithme"

...

Quinton:"cool"

....

Quinton:"yeahwhatever"

Hehangsup,Istretchmybodyaroundthen

wrapmyselfaroundhim

Quinton:"riseandshinesunshine"

Ilookupathim

Me:"morninghandsome"

Quinton:"goodmorningbuttercup"

Me:"mmhupgrade?"

Quinton:"afterlastsnightawesome

performance,youdeservethisupgrade"

Me:"wowIshouldalwaysbeincontrolifIearn

morecutepetnames"



Quinton:"buttercup?"

Me:"lovebug?"

Heliftsmyfaceupfromhischesttolookupat

hiseyes..hisgorgeousrainboweyes

Quinton:"Isawyourtattoobeneathyourbreast

andthecutepoematthebackofyourneck"

Ilookaway

Me:"oh..I'msorry"

Quinton:"forwhat?"

Me:"Ishould'veaskedforyourpermission

beforeusingyournamelikethat"

Heliftsmyfaceagainandwelookintoeach

other'seyes

Quinton:"youkiddingmeright?...Ifuckenlove

it!"

Me(smiles):"youdo?"

Quinton:"bub..that'sthemostbeautifulthing



anyonehaseverdoneforme"

Me:"really?"

Quinton:"Iwouldn'twantmynametattooed

anywhereelsebutonmybeautifulsexybody"

Me:"youmeanmybody?"

Quinton:"that'swhatIsaid..Mybody"

Me:"mybody"

Quinton:"yesbub,mybody"

Me:"notyourbody...mybody"

Quinton:"Idon'tknowhowyouwantmetosay

it...mybody...this(pokesmychest)..ismybody"

Me(sighs):"argh..Igiveup"

Quinton:"Iwannakissit"

Igetontopofhimandmovemybodyupsohe

cankissthetattoo,heendsupburyinghisface

betweenmyboobsmakingthosefartsounds

Me(giggling):"stop!"



Hegrabsthemandstartskissingthem

repeatedly,playingwiththenipplesandsucking

them..thisguycanbesuchababy,Iswearhe

lovesboobsmorethanMissM

Me:"Quinton..Leavemyboobiesalone"

Quinton:"aawbutthesearemybabies"

Iattempttogetoffhimheholdsme

Quinton:"let'sstaylikethis"

Me:"thiswilljustendwithyouinsideme"

Quinton:"psshhhgirrrllplease..youtoofullof

yourself,I'mnoteventhinkingaboutthatright

now"

Ilookathimwithmyonebrowup,Igrindmy

assonhim

Me:"thenwhyisMrBhard?"

Quinton(chuckles):"MrB?"

Me:"Yes,youhaveaproblemwiththat?"



Quinton:"iftheBstandsforBigdick,thenIgots

noproblemswiththats"

Me:"bigdick?...thislittlepinky?"

Isaytouchinghishardcrotchdefinitelynot

closetowhatIjustsaid

Quinton(shocked):"littlepinky?"

Igigglewhilenodding,somehowhemanagedto

entermewithoutwarning..Igaspwithmyeyes

wideopenmyasheslidesitinside

Quinton:"oops..Didn'tthinkyou'dfeelthat"

Hesmirks

Me:"ohwhatever!"

AfterhoursofridinghisgiantpinkyIcollapse

Me:"thatwasawesome!!"

Quinton:"let'sdothatagain!"

Me:"uphanbene!"(youmustbeoutofyourmind!)

Quinton:"youjustsodamngoodatthis"



Me:"thanksbutIknow"

Helooksatmewithonebrowup

Quinton:"butyounotbetterthanme"

Me:"saystheguywhowantstogoforround

hundredandsixtyinfinity"

Helaughs,Ijuststareathim,hislaughgets

fainterashelooksatmerealisingI'mstaring

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"doyoubelieveinmagic?"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"Ibelieveallthethingsyoudotome

aremagical"

Me:"ohGod,youjusthadtobeallcheesy"

Quinton:"mycheesinessisthereasonyou

nakedunderthesecoverwithme"

Me:"youthinkso?"

Quinton:"itseitherthatormykillerdick"



Iburstintolaughter

Me:"doyoueverrunoutofsomethingtosay?"

Quinton:"youshouldknowthatbynowmlizisto

wam"

Aarghherememberedthisname,nowhe'llnever

stopusingit,speciallynowthatheknowshowit

irritatedme

Me:"queenzisto...pleasedon'tstartwithme"

Hesquintshisbrowstogether

Quinton:"Idon'tlikethequeenatthebeginning

ofthatname"

Ilaughoutloud

Quinton:"notfunny"

Me:"I'msosorry....yourHighness!"

Ilaughevenharder,he'stryingbyallmeansto

keepanangryfacebutthegrinisjuststuckon

himmakinghimlooksocute,thewayhislips



keepmovingtryingtobeangrybutkeeps

smiling

Heturnsandlooksaway

Me:"didyounoticehowquickthatjoke

turned?...(laughing)....Damn,Ifinalgotyou!"

Hepullsthecoversoverhisheadtryingto

ignoreme...ohyeahIwasabouttohavea

seriousconversationwiththisfoolbeforehe

decidedtotakethespotlightalltohimself!

Me:"Quinton?"

Heignoresme,ohcomeon,hewantsmetobeg

himnow,whenhestartedit

Me:"oohhhQuiiiiintooonn"

Silence

Me:"maQuiniza?"

Let'sseehowhelikesit

Me:"Quininizana?"



LolI'mlaughingmyassoutintheinside!!

Me:"comeonnow..myQuincyQuincy"

Icanseetheblanketshakingasifhe'slaughing

Me:"myQuininiQuinunuIlubyou"

Heremovestheblanketandlooksatme,he

lookslikehe'shighasheislaughingsilently,I

can'thelpbutlaugh

Hetriestoturntofullyfaceme,Ihelphimdoso,

headjustshimselfandpullsmecloser,Ithrow

mylegsoverhimlettinghisoneleggetin

betweenmine...assoonasweniceandtangled

up,thelaughingstops

Quinton:"nevercallmebyanyofthosenames

again,weclear"

Thisishimallseriousandthreatening

Me:"understood"

Quinton:"good"



Me:"yourHighness!"

Ilaughherollshiseyesbackandsighsshaking

hisheadasifhe'sgivenuponme

Me:"okok...I'llstop"

Quinton:"mxm"

Me:"youseehowitslikewhenyoumakefunof

meallthetime?"

Quinton(smirks):"itswaymorefunwhenIdoit"

Me:"funforyou..notme"

Quinton:"butmemakingfunofyouistheglue

ofthisrelationship"

Me:"doyouknowwhatelseistheglue?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:MrBbeinginsideMissMwhichisnever

happeningagain!"

Hiseyeswiden

Quinton:"okayI'mjoking,heynoneedtomake



suchbigthreatsnow"

Welaugh

Me:"ayiQuinton!Pleaseshutupnow"

Helooksatmeindisbelief

Quinton:"iyeyenibo!"

Icrackupathisreaction,Ishouldstoplaughing

now,Ireallywanttohaveaseriousconversation

withhim!

Me(laughing):"I'mbeingforrealnowdude"

Hechuckles,IthinkhecannoticeIreallyneedto

tellhimsomething

Quinton:"okayyoucantalk...youwereasking

somethingaboutmagic?"

WowI'msurprisedhestillremembersafterso

muchdistraction

Me:"doyoubelieveinit?"

Helooksatmeforawhile



Quinton:"Idon'tknow,whatkindofmagicare

youtalkingabout?"

Me:"uhm..ohIdon'tknow...Therealkind,likethe

onewewatchinmovies,likeforexample

mirrorsthatshowyouthefuture,time

travel,teleportation,wizardsorthestoryyour

momtoldyouaboutthediamondsbeingmagic

andallthatsortofstuff"

Heshakeshishead

Quinton:"Idon'tbelieveinthosefable

incantations"

Me:"Isometimesforgetyouascientist....you

don'thaveimagination"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"IguessIdobelievethere'sagreater

forcethat'sbeyondusandIalsorecentlycame

tobelieveindarkmagic,sinceIwasavictimof

it,mymombeingtheculprit"



Thatwitch

Me:"okaysoyoubelievethere'sdarkmagic?"

Henods

Quinton:"Lisa,Isawanotherwomanasyouand

believeditwasyou,it'shardnottobelievethat

witchcraftexists,thesadpartisyourown

motherbeingtheonewhommakesyoubelieve

insuchevil..thelastpersonIwouldhavenever

thoughtof,apersonwhoIthoughtlovedme

morethananyoneinthisworldwhowoulddo

anythingformebut......."

Hetrailsoff..despitethewholetoughguyact

towardshismother'sdoings,he'sreallyhurt,the

personhetrustedwithhislifeisthepersonwho

wantstotakehislife.

Imovemyfacecloserandlayakissonhis

foreheadbeforelookingbackintohiseyes,he

smiles,heplaceshishandonmycheekand

caressesthesideofmyfaceashebrushesthe



hairback,whydoIlovethispersonsomuch?

WhydoIfeelsosafewhenI'mwithhim?Why

doeshemakemefeelthisway?

Me:"doyoubelieveingoodmagic?"

Quinton:"guessI'llbelieveitonceIseeit"

Me:"doyoubelieveinGod?"

Quinton:"asIsaid,Ibelievethatthereisa

greaterforcethat'sbeyondus,thatwatches

overus,soyeah,Idobelievethere'saGod,a

spiritualfather,somewhereupthere"

Ilaughheholdsmetighter

Quinton:"what'swiththemillionquestions

bub..somethingbotheringyou?"

Isigh

Me:"doyoubelieveinspinningdiamondsthat

showyouthefuture?"

Hesquintshiseyes



Quinton:"talktomeLisa"

Me:"itsjust,Ihadadreamlastnight"

Herunshisfingersthroughmyhairwithhisone

handwhiletheirotherisaroundmywaist

Quinton:"goon"

Me:"itwasthediamonds,theywerespinningin

theairintheirgreenglow,Iwasstuckinthe

spareroomupstairs,thenthesamegreenglow

camefrommyeyes,itsliketheglowinmyeyes

attractedtheglowfromthediamondsandthey

somehowconnected,itsliketheyhypnotized

me,thenrightthereasIwasstaringdeepinto

thelightcomingfromthem,that'swhenIthinkI

sawthefuture,I'mnotsure,butIsawmyself

healingyouandyoucouldfinallywalkandmove

aroundlikebefore"

Quinton:"really?"

Me:"yeah...butthenthescenechangedand

showedmesomethingsoscary"



Quinton:"whatwasit?"

Idon'tknowifIshouldtellhimthis,whatifhe

hatesmeforhavingsuchdreamsabouthis

mom

Quinton:"tellmebub"

Me:"uuhmm....."

Quinton:"youknowyoucantellmeanything

that'severythingright?"

Me:"Ishotyourmother"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"IpointedherwithagunandIkilledher"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"youdidthat?"

HeemphasestheYOU

Me:"itwasjustadreamright?"



Quinton:"yeah,butaftereverythingshe'sputyou

throughtogetherwithherlatehusband,I

wouldn'tbesurprisedifyouwantedtokillher"

Me:"NoQuintonI'dneverdothat,Iwouldn'teven

killmyworstenemy,itsnotuptometotake

someone'slife"

Quinton:"youtoogoodforyourowngood...Do

youknowwhatdroveyoutokillingher?"

Ishrug

Me:"somethingaboutherkillingmybaby"

Quinton:"baby?"

Me:"yeah"

Quinton:"asinmeorababybaby?"

Ishrug

Silencefillsupforashortwhile

Quinton:"haveyouthoughtofgoingtocheck

yourselfupafterthewholemnceshscandal?"



Me:....

Me:"No...Ihaven't..Youdon'tthinkI'mpregnant

nowdoyou?"

Quinton:"possibly,Imeanyouhavegaineda

fewkgs"

Me:"areyousayingI'mfat?"

Quinton:"No..butyouabitchubbyandyoulove

junknowadays"

Me:"youknowIonlyeatalotjunkwhenI'm

sad...andIwentintodepression,soofcauseI

waseatingunhealthyoneway,that'stheonly

reasonformyweightgain"

Quinton:"wehavetogogetyouchecked,justin

case...wereyouevenusingthepill?"

Myheartskipsabeatasfearovercomesme

Me:"No...heforcedmetostop,andhestopped

givingmemoney,soIcouldn'tevensecretlybuy

them,hewasalwaysaroundmeincampusand



ifIwasn'tincampusIwasathomeindoors"

Hebreathsoutheavily

Quinton:"hebetterprayyounotpregnant"

Me:"orelse?"

Quinton:"nothing"

Ilookathimcarefullyhegivesmehislazysmile

Me:"I'llgototheclinictogettestedthenIgo

yonela'splacetofetchthediamonds"

Quinton:"doyouthinkthedreamcouldcome

true?"

Me:"Idon'tknow,itfeltsoreal"

Quinton:"youcan'tleavemeherealonethough"

Me:"I'llaskCandratocomeovertillIgetback"

Hesighssoundingbored

Me:"youdon'twantCandra?"

Heshakeshishead



Quinton:"shecanbeirritatingattimes"

Ilaugh

Me:"okaythenI'llaskAidan?"

Quinton:"Hellno"

Me:"thesexyneighbour?"

Helooksatmeandsmirks

Iraisemyeyebrowsathim

Quinton:"weeellllIguessifthat'stheonly

optionwehaveIcould....

Me:"mxmI'mleavingyouherealone"

Igetupandthrowmylegoverhimtogetoffat

hissidebutheholdsmeinstead

Quinton:"I'mjoking....can'tyoutakeajoke

Liss?"

Me:"theonlyjokehereisyou"

Hegasps



Quinton:"ouch...thatwastoodeep..youjust

stabbedmyheart"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Quinton:"getoffme"

Me:"okay"

Igetupbutheholdsmeandlooksatmein

disbelief

Quinton:"seriously?Younotevengoingtofight

forme?"

Me:"ufunaukuncengwakanti?"(youwantmeto

begyou?)

Quinton(babyvoice):"yeah...itmakesmefeel

special"

IlaughathimasIgetoffandwalktothe

bathroom

Me:"ifIentertainyou...I'llneverleavethishouse"



Irunwaterinthetubthencomebackforhim,he

wasalreadynakedandsowasIsoIjusthelped

himuptothebathroomandwetookaverylong

bath,Ievenhadtokeepaddinghotwaterasit

keepsgettingcold..afteranhourorsowe

decidedtofinishupsincewewerestaringto

havewrinkledskin,itwashardcarryinghim

whilewewerebothwet,butImanaged,thisisa

lotofworkout,sometimesIhearhimcryat

night,hereallyisnottakingthiswholebeinga

cripplethingwell,nextweekthedoctorsaidhe

canstartphysiotherapy.

Ilotionanddresshimup,hecanputontheshirt

byhimself,Ijusthelpwithhisundiesandpants

andshoes,wearenowalldressedup

Me:"wherearethecarkeys?"

Quinton:"inthethatdrawoverthere"

Hepointsnexttothebed,wellIgotmylicence

lastweek,althoughI'mnotusedtodrivingbut



QuintonsaysIshouldgetmyselfusedtoit

Me:"Gotthem,let'sgo"

Quinton:"ohwell,seeyounextyearmydear

house"

ApparentlyIdriveveryslow,evenatortoiseis

fasterthanme..sohesays

Me(laughing):"mxmwhatever"

IrollmyeyesasIpushhimandwemakeour

wayout

..

Wemakeourwayintheclinic.WhileIwasstill

enjoyingQuinton'sfunnystoriesthedoctorcalls

meup

Me:"I'llberightback,you'llwaithereokay?"

Quinton:"whyyoutalkingtomeasifI'ma

baby?"

Ilaugh



Me(babyvoice):"that'sbecauseyoumybhabha"

Heblusheswithahugegrinblinkingrepeatedly

withhisheadtiltedtotheside...okayhe'san

idiot,itsbeenproven

Ilaughandpeckhislipsthenfollowthedoctor

Doc:"youmaytakeaseat"

Me:"thankyou"

Doc:"sohowcanIhelpyoubeautiful"

Me:"I'dliketodoabloodteststocheckmy

statusandapregnancytest"

Doc:"thatcouldbearranged"

Hewritessomethingdown

ThendoeswhatIaskedfromhimhealsodidan

ultrasound

Doc:"Igotyourresultsback,butyougonnahave

tocomebacktomorrowforyourstatus"

Inod,helooksatthepieceofpaperwiththe



results

Doc:"well,younotpregnant"

Isighinrelief

Me:"thankGod"

Hesmilesfaintly

Me:"somethingwrong?"

Doc:"yes"

Me:"whatisit?"

Doc:"youmightnotbeabletohavechildrenat

allinfuture"

Myheartliterallystopsforafewseconds

Doc:"MissMthethwa?Areyouokay?"

Ilookupathim

Me:"atall?"

Doc:"there'saverylowpossibility..20%chance

maybe,yourwombisscarce"



Me:"whawhawhat?"

Doc:"itmightbecausebysomethingyou've

eatenorroughsexcanalsodamageyourcervix,

andwithabruisedordamagedcervixit'llbe

reallyhardtocarryachild"

Hiswordshithome,IknowIwashappyI'mnot

pregnant,that'sbecauseI'mstilltoyoungto

havechildren...Butthatdoesn'tmeanIdon't

everwanttohavechildrenofmyown,whyLord?

Me:"okay..."

Igetup

Me:"thanks"

Helooksatmewithpity

Doc:"don'tforgettocomebacktomorrow"

InodandwalkouttowardsQuinton

Quinton:"itsaboutdamntime,whattookyouso

long?"



Ishakemyheadandpushhimtothecar,we

driveinsilencetillwegettoYonela'splace,I

attempttogetoutbutheholdsmyhand,Ilook

athim

Quinton:"beforewegoinside,Iwantyoutotell

mewhat'seatingyou?Isitsomethingthe

doctorsaid?Ohgod..areyoupregnant?"

IfeeltearsthreateningasIshakemyhead

Me:"No"

Helooksatmeconfused

Quinton:"isthatabadthing?"

Me(teary):"No"

Quinton:"thenwhyareyousad?"

Me:"I'mfineQuintonlet'sgogetthediamonds

already"

Helet'sgoofmyhand

Quinton:"okay...I'llwaithere"



IwalkoutasfastasIcanwithmyheavyheart,

leavinghiminthecar

[07/30,13:16]Ron:Insert48

LISA

(Short)



Bella:"thatisaweirddream,that'showthe

diamondswillworkandthat'showyou'llseethe

future"

Me:"but..that'sjustsounreal"

Bella:"Iknowbutthat'sjusthowitis"

Me:"whataboutthevisionsitshowedme,do

youthinktheytrue?"

Bella:"Yes..yourvisionsneverlie,itseitheryou'll

continuedreamingaboutyourvisionsorhowit

happenedinthedreamishowyouwilldoitin

reallife"

Me:"whatabouthealingQuinton,I'mnotquiet

surehowIdidit"

Bella:"Lisaitsjustasimpletouch,byyour

healinghandsandapureheart"

Me:"howIhatethat..pureheartstory,howamI

supposedtohaveapureheartwhenit



constantlygetshurtlikethis?"

Bella:"youalmostthere,thedreamwasastart"

Isigh

Me:"whyareallthesethingshappeningto

someonewho'ssupposedtohavepure

heart...how'stheheartsupposedtobepure?

HowamIsupposedtomoveon?I'mstartingto

doubtifthere'sevenaGod"

Sheholdsherchest

Bella:"don'teverdoubthispresence,ever!.Lisa

youneedtohavefaithinhimespeciallyintimes

likethis,younotgoingthroughsomuchpainfor

nothing,thisisyourfaithbeingtested,youneed

tobelieve,harderthaneverbefore,thedevil

nevergivesup,yethe'ssoweak,theonlything

thatmakeshimstronghisyou,bygivingupand

doubtingGod'spresence...don'tlethimwin

Lisa,Godplacedthisgiftinyoufora

reason,there'sareasonyougoingthroughwhat



yougoingthrough...GodlovesyouLisa,he

lovesyousomuchandthat'swhyhe'schosen

youtocarrythiswonderfulgift,thegiftof

healingthesamehealinghegavehisoneand

onlysonJesusChrist...GohomeandPrayLisa,

goaroundthehouseshoutinghisnameletthe

devilhearyoulethimknowwho'sincharge,tell

himhisnotwelcome,findanemptyspaceyour

ownprayingroomwhereyou'llprayandpour

outyourhearttoyourfather,involveQuinton,

praytogether...You'llsee,everythingwillstart

makingsense"

Herwordsreachedthedeepestpartsofmy

heart

Somethingwithinmemovedgivingme

goosebumps

Bella:"youfeltthat?"

Inod

Bella:"heliveswithinyouLisa,thatlittlefaith



thatwasshakeninyourightnow,isthefaith

thatneedtobewakenup,seektheLord,inhis

word,allwillberevealed"

Me(sighs):"thelordhuh?"

Bella:"areyoubornagain?"

Me:"yes,whenIwasthirteen,gramslikedtaking

metochurchwithher,butatthattimeIwasjust

goingtothefrontcausethepastorwasreally

persistentandIfeltsomesortofpressureand

guiltofbeinginchurchbutnotacceptingthe

Jesusasmysaviour,andthewhole,'ifyoushy

ofhimhe'llalsobeshyofyouinfrontofhis

father'thatscaredmeandthestoriesabout

hell"

Bella:"yesthatwasthefaithinyouthatpushed

you,thatlittlevoiceinyourheartthatgaveyou

pressure,tellingyoutogotothefrontand

confessyoursins,thatwasGod...butnowthat

youoldenough,youhavetoliveuptoyour



salvation,andpray,fastifyouhaveto,dothis

andyoumightnotevenneedmyhelpanymore"

Ilookatherwithmyeyebrowsraisedup

Me:"whataboutwhatIsaw?Mekilling

Quinton'smom?Canthefuturebechanged?"

Bella:"aprophecycannotbefalse,butitcan

change,inawaythatwhatyousawwillstill

happennomatterwhatbutwon'thappenthe

exactwayyousawit...butthosearerarecases"

Me:"Iknowyoualsooncesaidyouforesee

bloodinmyhands...Idon'twantbloodinmy

handsBella"

Bella:"Iknow,everythingwillbeclearwith

time,sometimesyourvisionscanchange"

Isigh

Me:"youknowtwodaysagoIjustfoundoutI

won'tbeabletohavechildren"

Bella(shocked):"what?"



Me:"yeah..apparentlymycervixisbruisedwhich

willmakeithardalmostimpossibleformeto

beabletocarryababy"

Shelooksatmewithpity

Bella:"I'msorrytohearthat,Ireallyam"

Me:"canyouperhapspeepintothefuturefor

me?Seeifthisisallalie,thatIwillhavechildren

someday"

Shesmilesfaintly

Bella:"I'mafraidIcan'tdothat,yousee,Ican't

controlmyvisions,theycometomenaturally....

Unlikeyou,onceyouabletousethediamonds

youcanbeabletolookintothefutureanytime

youwant,butnoteverythingwillbeshownto

you,sometimesyouwon'tseeanythingatall"

Me:"soyoudon'tknowwhetherI'lleverhave

children?"

Bella:"No"



Silencefillstheroom

Bella:"forgivebaby,pray,youwaystrongerthan

youthink"

Ilookatherforawhile,itsalltooeasytosay

butnotaseasytodo

Me(sighs):"letmegetgoing,IleftQuintonwith

thephysiotherapist,Iaskedhertonotleave

beforeIcomeback"

Shesmiles

Bella:"yourloveforQuintonistoostrong,I

respectitalot,buty'allfightalot,

communicationisweak,y'allneedGod,hewill

stillmessup,prayforhim,he'snotastrong

believertoo,you'llhavetoconvincehimtopray

withyousomehow"

Me:"he'llstillmessup?Ohno!Iwon'tbeableto

takeitBella,I'lldietrustme"

Bella:"you'llsurviveLisa..he'shumanhe'llmess



upattimesandsowillyou,y'alljusthaveto

fightagainstitalllikehowy'allhavedoneso

far"

Me:"Quintondoesn'tevenbelieveinallthese

things,evenwhenItriedtogethimtogetused

toprayingwhilehismomwasinhospital,he

onlydiditforthreedaysthenafterthatIwas

prayingalone"

Bella:"Idon'tknowhowyou'lldoit,butIbelieve

youwill"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"thisisjusttoomuch,whycouldn'tuniverse

justletusstayfriends?"

Shechuckles

Bella:"Itoldyouthefriendshipyouweretrying

won'tlast"

Idon'tknowhowbutIlaugh



Me:"canyoubelievewegotbacktogetherwith

anargument?"

Shelaughs

Bella:"youtwoaresocutethough"

Me:"Bella?"

Bella:"yes?"

Me:"howdoImakeQuintonstophisshady

businesses?"

Bella:"justtalktohim,therestisuptohim"

Ilookatthetime

Me:"wouldyoulookatthat,it'salmostdinner

time,letmegonowbeforesomeonegetsall

grumpyonme"

Shelaughs

Bella:"Ishouldalsostartwiththepots,hubby

willbehomeanyminutenow"

Me:"sorryfordelayingyou"



Bella:"ohplease,don'teven,wehadalittlefight,I

shouldn'tevenbecookingforhim,butthegood

inmecan'tbringmetopunishhimwithhunger"

Ilaugh

Me:"wow,youtookindforyourowngoodBella...

Atleastthere'smorethanonewayofstarvation

"

Iwinkathersheburstintolaughter

Bella:"getoutofmyhouseyounaughty

child!..fire!"

Me(laughing):"byeBells....considermy

punishmentthough"

IshoutasImakemywaytothecar

Shewavesatmelaughing

WellI'mdrivingQuinton'sgolf,itssooldIhave

tostartittwicebeforeitstartsthenIhaveto

waitatleastfiveminutestowarmitupbeforeI

hittheroad



"HoneeyyI'mhome!!"

IshoutasImakemywayinsidethehouse

"Inthelounge!!"

Iwalktowardstheloungeandfindhimlyinghis

wholebodyonthecouchwatchingTV

Iwalkuptohimandpeckhislips

Me:"heylove"

Quinton:"isthisthetimetocomebackhome?"

EishMrgrumpyisawake

Me:"comeonitsnotevenhalfpastsix"

Quinton:"itsstillpastsix..Youstillgoingto

cookforanotherhourwhichmeanssupperwill

bereadybysomethingtoeight,thenwe'lleat

aftereight?"

Me(laughs):"Iseeyougotitallcalculated?"

Helooksatmewiththe'don'tmesswithme'

look



Iimmediatelystoplaughing

Me:"okay,I'msorry,let'sorderintonight,please"

Quinton:"youcomehomelate..nowyouwantto

feedmejunk?"

Me(smirks):"ohcomeon...Iknowyouwantit?"

Helooksaway,withthathiddensmilethatonlyI

cansee

Quinton:"whateverLisakhanyaMthethwa"

Yooohhevensurname!

Me:"where'sthetherapist?"

Quinton:"Isentherhome,thepoorgirlwas

worriedthatitwasgettinglate,worriedabout

herresponsibilities..UnlikesomepeopleIknow

whodon'thaveoneofthose"

Me:"ohcomeon,don'tbelikethat"

Quinton:"mxm"

Ithrowmylegsoverhimandsitonhim



Me:"undnxamelengoku?"(youmadatmenow?)

Quinton:"getoffme"

Ilaymybodyonhim,Ilikebeingalloverhim

whenhe'smad

Me:"pleasedon'tbemadatmelovebug"

Quinton:"justleavemealone..likehowyoudid

forawholefourhours"

Me:"No!I'mnotleavingyouuntilyoulaugh"

Quinton:"ha-ha...nowgetoffme"

Ilaugh,wasthatsupposedtobeafakelaugh?

Soundedlikehewasbreathingout

Me:"comeonmyQueenzisto..yourmlizisto

needsyoucheerful"

Iseehisseriousfaceslowlyvanishing,Iknow

hewantstolaughsobad

Me:"don'tmakemetickleyouQuinny...youknow

yougigglelikeagirl"



Helooksatme

Quinton:"youwouldn'tdare"

Iplacemyhandsunderhisarmpits

Me:"isthatadare?"

Quinton(warningly):"don'tdoitLisa"

Imovemyfingersticklinghim,hemovesaround

tryingtostopmewhileholdinginhislaugh

Me:"laugh!"

Heshakeshisheadwithhislipsfolded

Iticklehimalloverhischestandtummyhe

burstsintolaughtermorelikegiggles,Iknow,its

weirdhegigglesbutitsoundssocuteand

funnywithhisdeepvoice

Quinton(giggling):"StopitLisa!!"

BeforeIknowitI'mtheonebeingtickled,Imove

aroundburyingmyfaceonhischest

Me(laughing):"Q!!!I'mgonnapeemyself!!!



Stop!!!"

Hestops,webothoutofbreathwithlaughter

Quinton:"neverticklemeagainLisa"

Me:"neverbeanoldgrumpygrandpaagain

Quinton"

Quinton:"justgetyoursexyasstothekitchen

andcookforyourman"

Ifrown

Me:"butIthoughtwewereordering?"

Quinton:"sinceIcan'tfuckyousenselessly...

Youpunishmentistocook..AndIwantaseven

coursemealwithsevencolours....ahome

mademilktartandicecreamfordesert"

Hegetsmeoffhim

Quinton:"Iwantitreadyandtastywithinan

hour..sogetmovingwoman!Chopchop!"

Ilookathimasifhe'sjustlosthismind,that's



becausehehas!

Me:"debonairswillbehereintwentyminutes

withyourorder"

IswaymysexyasstotheroomsothatI

freshenup,I'mleavingwithacrazyboneheaded

twit,Ican'tdeal!!
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THREEMONTHSLATER

Me:"NoQ,I'mtirednow...getsatisfiedman!"

Quinton:"I'msatisfied...butIcan'tgetenoughof

you"

Me:"YohQ..I'mstilltryingtocatchmybreathe"

Heturnhisbodytofaceme,sincethepainon

hiswombisgonenowhecanmovehisbody

around,itsjusthislegsthatarenumb

preventinghimfromwalkingorstandingonhis

own,althoughhecan'tmovealotliketoreach

thingsthatarefarorinsomeangelshecan't

usetomove,itdepends...eversinceItalkedto

BellalastweekIhaven'teventriedpraying,I

don'tknowwhy,Ijustdon'tbelieve,I'vebeen



avoidingthediamondsandtheurgeIgetof

checkingonthemeveryhour,itslikeIget

worriedaboutthemalwaysfeelingtheneedto

checkuponthem,butIavoidit

Quinton:"yourmindseemsfar?"

Itakemyeyesofftheceilingandlookathim

Me:"weshouldstartpraying"

Helaughs..okayhe'sreallylaughinglikeIjust

crackedajoke?What'supwithpeoplelaughing

atmeevenwhenI'mserious?DoIhaveaMr

Beanfaceperhaps?

Quinton:"I'msorry"hesaysinbetweenhislaugh

"Ididn'tmeantolaugh,itsjustthewayyousaid

that...unexpected"

Hecatcheshisbreathandgainsbackhis

composure

Me:"wellasIwassaying...beforeIwasrudely

interrupted...(Ieyehim)...weshouldstart



praying"

IfeelhimlookingatmeasIfindmoreinterest

atthebeautifulceiling

Quinton:"whythough?"

Ifrownlookingathim

Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhy?"

Quinton:"causeweweren'tprayingbefore...why

thesuddeninterest?"

Me:"because,weneedto,weneedtheblessings

andprotection"

Quinton:"I'vegotyou,youalltheblessingsI

need....Icanprotectyou"

Isigh

Me:"youcan'tprotectusfromeverythingQ"

Hefrownsthenlooksawayfromme

Quinton:"IcanprotectyouLisa"

Me:"Iknow...butwealsoneedGod"



Hegoesmuteonmeforalittlewhile

Quinton:"isitbecauseI'macripplenow?Isthat

whyyoudon'ttrustIcanprotectyou?"

Ilookathimin

Me:"ofcausenotQuinton...Iknowyoucan

protectme,butI'mjustsaying....

Quinton:"saveitLisa,youdon'thavetolieto

protectmyfeelings,IknowI'muselessnow,I

can'tsatisfyyouinbedlikebefore,Iknowits

tiringforyoutoalwaysbeontop,Ican'thelp

youaroundthehousewithheavythings

anymore,Idon'ttakeyououtmuch,youhaveto

carrymeallthetime,youdoeverythingalone

andIjustsitaroundalldayandslaveyou

around..Evenifweweretoberobbedrightnow

there'dbenouseofme,itsthesameasifyou

alone,I'mnotthesamepersonIwas...Ican'tdo

thethingsweusedtodotogether..Useless

basturd"



Myheartbreaksattheuseofhiswordsashe

totallytakesthiswholethingthewrongway

Me:"Quinton,that'snotclosetowhatI

meant,justalotofthingshavebeengoing

on,badthings,tous,IjustfeellikeweneedGod's

presence,weneedhimtopro...

Quinton:"whateverLisa...Youcangoprayto

yourallsopowerfulGod"

I'mintotalshock..Ididn'texceptthat

Me:"aren'tyougoingtobeprayingwithme?"

Quinton:"towho?"

Me:"God"

Quinton:"whichone?"

Me:"theoneinheaven..theonewhogaveuphis

onlysonJesus,foryou"

Quinton:"why?"



Me:"becausehelovesyou"

Quinton:"isthatwhyIwasshot?Becausehe

lovesme?"

Me:"don'tsay...

Quinton:"isthatwhymyownbloodmother

bewitchedme?Becausehelovesme?Whyyou

wereforcedtogetmarried...toarapist?

Becausehelovesyousomuch?That'swhyI

wasbornbyamurderer?Becausehelovesme?

Isthatwhywheneverwefinallyhappy

somethingalwayscomesbetweenus?That's

whywefightsoeasilymorethanwelaugh,

that'swhyI'macrippleandnotabletowalkon

myown,mylifeisonstandstill.....isthishow

yourGodshowshislove?Whydidheevenlet

hisinnocentsondie?Ifhelovedhimso

much...forus?Psshbutherewearetheworldis

stillfullofcruelty,murderers,

cheaters,backstabbers,greed,andwitches...I

don'tseethereasontopraisethisinvisible



man"

Me:"butQuinton...ifwepray,you'llsee,hedoes

exist,hewon'tshowhimselfifyoudon'tseek

him....youhavetobelieveandneverloose

faith,he'llflourishyouwithhiseverlasting

love.....pleaselove..let'stryandseehowthings

willworkout?"

Heignoresme,Iswearthere'ssomethingabout

thatceilingthatfascinatesus,causehe's

lookingupatit

Me:"pleasemylove....praywithme"

Heshakeshishead

Me:"rememberhowweusedtoprayforyour

mother..andjustlikethatwhentherewasno

hope,shelived"

Quinton:"yeah....whydidhesaveher?Togive

herachancetousewitchcraftonmeandtryto

killme?Isthatwhyhegaveherasecond

chance?"



OhGod..thisconversationisnotgoing

anywhere,Ican'tforcehimtobelieve

Me:"I'msorryforeverybadthingthat'sever

happenedinyourlife,butyoucan'tfeelsorryfor

yourselfforever,youneedtogetupanddo

somethingaboutit,there'speoplewhowere

bornwithnolegsbuttheyveryfarinlifethan

mostpeoplewhohaveeverypartoftheirbody"

Quinton:"itseasyforyoutosay..younotthe

onewhycan'tuseyourlegs,soyoubetterkeep

youradvicetoyourselfuntilyoufeelthepain

thatIfeeluntilyougothroughthesame

thing....sopleasedon'ttellmeaboutother

peoplewho'vewentfar..WasIbornwithno

legs?..thisisnotsomethingIgrewupwithand

cametoacceptit,someoneouttheredidthisto

me,someoneI'llgetmyhandsonandteach

themalessonthey'llneverforgetandseehow

heorshewilllikeittobeacripple"

Me:"Quinton..youneedtoforgiveandmove



on,revengeisnottheanswer"

Quinton:"revengeisalwaystheanswerliss....its

afasterprocessofkarma"

Me:"Idon'tlikeitwhenyoutalklikethis"

Quinton:"LisaItoldyouwhatIdo,howmy

father'sbusinessesrun,howIdealwith

enemies,yethereyouare,ItoldyouhowIdealt

withyourexhusband,youdidn'tseemtohavea

problemwithit,why?Causeitfeltgoodknowing

hegotwhathedeservedright?"

Me:"yeah..but..

Quinton:"NobutsLisa...that'sthewayI

am,don'ttrytochangeme,yourparents

groomedyoutobethewayyouaretodayand

thewayyouweregroomedistheonlywayyou

knowisacceptable...Iwasgroomedtobethis

waytoo,thisisthewayI'veacceptedIam,thisis

theonlywayIcan

be...God...Jesus...Christianity..prayer..that'snot



inavocabularyforapersonlikeme..solet'snot

talkaboutprayerorGodagain"

Isituponmybutt

Me:"Quinton,I'maChristian,youcan'texpect

metonotevertalkaboutGod"

Quinton:"itsfineLisa,I'mnotsayingstopbeing

aChristianandprayingandallthat..allI'm

sayingisdon'tinvolveme"

ButIneedyou,Iwantyoutohelpmefind

myself,mygiftlaysinthehandsofGod...Ineed

yoursupportQuinton,pleaseatleastholdmy

handasItrytofigureitout

Me:"that'sokay...youdon'thavetogetinvolved,

I'mnotgoingtochangeyou"

Helooksatmeandsmiles

Quinton:"I'msorryIcan'tbethepersonyou

wantmetobe"



Me:"No..no,youareperfectjustthewayyouare,

changingyouisnotwhatIwastryingtodo...I

loveyoujustthewayyouare"

Hesearchesdeepintomyeyesforawhile

Quinton:"thankyou"

Asmilecreepsonmyface,itsthewayhe's

lookingatme,hechangedfromserioustothat

naughtylook

Quinton:"nowkissme"

Isawthatonecoming,Imovecloserandpeck

hislipsbuthedecidestopullmylipsuckingme

backintohislipsandweshareadeeperkisstill

Ipullout

Me:"let'sgofreshenup"

Quinton:"yeahandbrushyourteethtoo"

Igasp..hequicklylooksatme

Quinton:"Imeanour....andbrushourteeth

too..notthatyourbreathestinksoranythinglike



thatNooo"

Me:"shutupQuinton"

Quinton:"Yeslove"

Hesaysobeyingme,Igorunwaterforusto

baththencarryhimtothetub,he'sgetting

heaviereveryday,Idon'tknowhowmanytimes

haveIbeenclosetodroppinghim,wenowinthe

bathtub

I'mlyingonmyback,hehashisbackagainst

mewhilesittinginbetweenmylegs,I'mplaying

withhiscurlyshortair,placingthebubblesina

mountainformonhishair

Quinton:"bub?"

Me:"love?"

Quinton:"doyoueverwanttogetmarried

again?"

Wheredidthatcomefrom?

Iwrapmyarmshisneckthenrubhisabs



Me:"uhm..Idon'tknow..."

Ireallydon't

Heremainsquietforawhile

Quinton:"mmmh"

Me:"whydoyouask?"

Quinton:"justasking"

Me:"mmmh"

Quinton:"doyouthinkyou'lleverknow?"

Me:"I.Idon'tknow"

Quinton(chuckles):"whatdoyouknow?"

Ilaugh

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Quinton:"IloveyouLisa"

Me:"aawwIknow"

Helaughs

Quinton:"atleastthere'ssomethingyouknow"



Me:"whatever"

Weremainquiet

Quinton:"Iwanttospendtherestofmylifewith

you"

Me(chuckles):"youdon'twannadothat"

Heturnshisheadbackbutcan'tfullyfaceme

Quinton:"whynot?"

Me:"trustme..youjustdon't"

Quinton:"ofcauseIdo...youknowyoutheonly

personwho'staughtmehowtolove,youknowI

can'tloveanyoneelse...sowhatwouldstopme

fromspendingtherestofmylifewithyou?"

Me:"wellwe'llhavetogetmarriedtodothat"

Quinton:"ofcause..Iknowthat..butwestill

havetime,sowedon'thavetorushit..it'll

happenwhenthetimeisright,bititwillhappen"

IfIwereanyothernormalgirlwithanormallife



andnotcursedI'dbethrilledtohavethis

conversation

Me:"butthenmarriedpeoplestartafamily"

Quinton(Chuckles):"Iwouldn'twantanyone

elsetostartafamilywithbutyou..Icanjust

imagine,mylittlemenrunningalloverour

houseandbreakingthingsandstressingyou

out"

Helaughs

Me:"youwantkids?"

Quinton:"duh...abunchofthem,Iwanttwo

soccerteams,somaybetwentyfour,sobubyou

bettergetreadyforawholelotofbedroom

workout"

Me:"twentyfour!?Youmustbecrazy"

Quinton:"crazyaboutyou,yeah"

Ifeelmyheartbeingsquashed,Iwillneverbe

abletofulfillhiswishes,I'llneverbegood



enough,I'mapatheticexcuseofawoman

Me:"whatifIdon'twantkids?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"whatifIjustdon'twanttoeverhavekids?"

Quinton:"thenI'dsayyououtofyourmind"

Iremainquiet

Quinton:"wait...areyouserious?"

Me:"yeah"

Quinton:"butwhy?You'dmakeagreatmother

tobeautifulchildren..Justimagineyourjeans

mixedwithmine..damnwe'dmakeworldsmost

cutebabies"

Me:"pleasestop"

Quinton:"forreal,Icanjustimagineyouwitha

hugetummyhavingthosecrazycravings,your

hormones......

Me:"STOP!...justshutup!"



Hemovesfrommeandsitsup,Istandupand

getoffthetubasImakemywaytotheroom

leavinghimthere

"Lisa!"

Iignorehim,Ithrowmyselfonthebedand

burstintotears,Ifeellikemychestis

suffocatingmyheartmakingitdifficultforme

tobreath

"Lisa!I'msorry!"

Iignorehim,foralongwhilejustburyingmy

faceonthepillow

"Lisa...thewateriscold..pleasebub!"

Ihearthesadnessinhisvoice,I'mtired,Idon't

knowwhyI'mhere,Ican'tgetanythingright

withmylife,Ican'tfigureoutmygift,Ican't

convincemymantochangehisways,Ican't

marryhimbecauseIcan'tbarehimchildren,the

excitementinhisvoicewhenhetalksaboutour

futurejustparalysisme



"Lisa!Please!I'mfreezing"

IcomebacktomysensesasIrealisewhatI

justdone

Iruntothebathroomandfindhimlyingtherein

thewatershakinghismouthtrembling

Quinton:"pl..pleasegetmeoutof

here...please.,...itssocold"

Me:"ohmygosh!!WhathaveIdone!"

Iruntothetubandopenthestopperforthe

watertorunout,Itakeabigtowelandwraphim

withitthenhelphimoutofthetubasIcarry

himtotheroom,IlotionhimwithVaselineso

thatitcangethimwarmquicker,Idresshimup

andtuckhiminbed,wehaven'tsaidawordto

eachother

Me:"I'llgomakeyouacupoftea,coffeeorhot

coco?"

Heignoresme,hekeepssniffing,hemust've



caughtthecold

Iwalkuptothebednexttohim

Me:"I'msosorryQ..Thatwassoselfishandso

verycruelofme,pleaseforgiveme"

Helooksawayfromme

Me:"Quinton...I'msorry,please....I'msosorry"

Quinton:"itsokay"

Me:"Noitsnot...Ijustleftyouthere,Iletyou

freezeinthatcoldwater"

Quinton:"letitgoLisa..it'sfine"

Isighknowingverywellthatthisisnotfine,it'll

neverbefine,whatkindofpersonamI?Ijust

madeitworsetothefactthathe'salready

traumatizedbybeingacripple,nowhereIam

treatinghimliketrash

Me:"I'llgomakeyoutea?"

Henods



Quinton:"yeahwhatever"

IfeeltearsatthevergeasImakemywayoutto

thekitchendownstairsandmakehimhiscup

oftea..Thinkingabouthowuniverseissocruel

tome,totallyforgettingthatQuintonisalsonot

athisbest,heneedsme,Ikeeptellinghimto

stopfeelingsorryforhimselfyethereIambusy

feelingsorryformyself,leavinghimtofreezeto

death,whatkindofpersonamI!

Thedoorbellrings,asIwasabouttotakea

stepupthestairs,Iturntoattendthedoor,who

coulditbe?ProbablyClyde,he'sbeencoming

herealotlatelyorAidan?

Iopenthedoorandoureyesinstantlylock

"HeyLizzy"

Myblooddropsinstantly,whyisshehere?

"Aren'tyougoingtoletmein?"

Myeyesdroptohertummy,shepushesmeout



thewayandmakesherwayinside

"OhI'dalsolikeacupthanks..whileyouatit

pleaseletAmbroseknowI'mback"

.

.

Tobecontinued
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Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?Younot

welcome"

Sydney:"IknowI'mnotwelcome,butQuinton's

babysureis,socanyoubeagoodlittlegirland

callhimforme"

Me:"justcauseyoucarryinghisbabydoesn't

meanyoucanjustpopupinhereuninvited

withoutannouncingwithusfirst"

Shelaughs

Sydney:"US!?L.O.Ldon'tmakemelaugh

please,youarenotpartofthispregnancy,thisis

betweenQuintonandItheparents,soyoustilla

littlegirlIdon'texpectyoutounderstand"

Me:"whateveryoucameheretotryandachieve,

itsnotgoingtowork"

Sydney:"we'llseeaboutthat,now,willyougotell



AmbroseorshouldI?"

Iclickmytongueandstormupstairstoour

room

Ifindhimfastalseephemust'vegotwarm

enoughanddozedoff

Me:"Quinton"

Ishakehim

Quinton:"mmh?"

Me:"wakeuplovebug"

Hesighs

Quinton:"Idon'twantteaanymore"

Heanswerswithhiseyesstillclosed

Me:"someone'sheretoseeyou"

Quinton:"I'msleeping"

Me:"itsSydney"

Heliftshisheadandturnstolookbackatme



Quinton:"whatisshedoinghere?"

Me:"probablycametocausesomedramaonce

again,butshewantstoseeyou"

Quinton:"tellhertogetoutofmyhouse,Idon't

wannaseeher,everagain"

Me:"Quinton....She'scarryingyourbaby,you

havetotalktohersoonerorlater"

Quinton:"whatifthisisjustoneofhersand

mother'switchcraft,tomakeitlooklikeshe's

pregnantwhenshe'snot,shecangotohellwith

thelittledevilinhertummyforallIcare"

Me:"ohnoshe'sreallypregnant,itsdefinitely

yours"

Quinton:"whatmakesyousosure?"

Me:"causeIcanfeelitQ"

Hesighsandlooksupatme,Inoticeaslight

glowonhisface

Quinton:"youdo?"



Ismileandnod,sometimesitslikehebelieves

inmygiftandsometimeshejustdoesn't

Me:"yeah,...nowlet'sgetyoudownstairs"

Quinton:"yeah"

Me:"Quinton"

Quinton:"mmh?"

Me:"pleaselet'snotallowhertocomebetween

usagain"

Quinton:"Never"

Me:"andpleaseforgivemeaboutearlier"

Helooksatmeforawhile

Quinton:"Iforgiveyou...butwe'lltalkmore

aboutthatlater"

Wellhedefinitelyisnotaskingme,thatwas

moreofastatement

Me:"okay"



Quinton:"nowkissme"

Ijustloveitwhenhedoesthatafteran

argumentorserioustalk

Ileanforwardandpeckhislipsbuthepullsmy

lipinsteadandweendupsmooching..Heloves

doingthat

Quinton:"youshouldknowthatbabykissesare

forkidsnotme"

Ilaughshakingmyhead

Me:"let'sgoMisssidunuiswaiting"

Helaughs

Quinton:"let'sgoseewhatsidunuwants"

Ihelphimup,Ipiggyridehimdownthestairs

thenplacehiminthewheelchairandpushhim

towardsthelounge,wefindherlyingonthe

couchwithherfeetup

Sydney:"Ambrose...hey"



Quinton:"whatdoyouwant?"

Shelooksshocked

Sydney:"ohmygosh...whyareyouina

wheelchair?"

Me:"that'snonofyourbusiness"

Shestrugglesasshetriestostandupwithher

bigtummy

Quintonlooksabackbyhertummy

Sydney:"Ambrose....Icamebacktoapologise,I

nevermeanttodoallthoseevilthingsIdid,I

wasmanipulatedbyyourmother,ineverwanted

tobepartofitshethreatenedmeandbribed

mewhetherItookthemoneyornotshestill

layedbigthreatsagainstme,soIwentahead

withthepillsandallthat,yesapartofmewas

happythatwecouldbetogetherandhappy,the

wayyoutouchedme,thewayyoumadeloveto

me,thewayyou....



Iclearmythroat

Sydney:"anywaybeingwithyouwaseverything

itmeantalottomeitremindedofthegood

timeswehad,althoughwhathurtmeishowyou

youonlylovedmebecauseyouthoughtIwas

someoneelseandconstantlycallingme

Lisa,thereweretimesIreallywantedtotellyou

thetruthandstopfeedingyouthosepillsbutI

wasscaredofyourmom,fallingpregnantwas

partofmyplan,Ithoughtoncewehaveababy

togetherLisawonteverwanttocomebackto

youandwe'draisethebabytogether,thenI'd

stopfeedingyouthepills,youfindoutthetruth

butyouwillhavetomoveonwithme,Iwassure

Lisawon'ttakeyouback......butIguessy'alllove

isstrongerthananykindofwitchcraft"

Wearejustlookingatherandlisteningtothe

rubbishcomingouthermouth

Quinton:"doyousmellthat?"



Helooksaroundwithadisgustedfaceonhim,

thenlooksbackatSydney

Quinton:"oh..itsalltheshitcomingoutyour

mouth"

IlaughalittlebutIseehowseriousheissoIgo

backtoseriousmode

Sydney:"I..I'mreallysorryforeverything,Ididn't

comebacktoruinthingsfory'all,youguys

deserveeachother,IknowAmbrosehasnever

andneverwilllovemethewayhelovesyou

Lisa,soevenifIweretogethimback,whichI'll

never,he'llneverloveme...Ijustcamebackto

makepeaceandaskforforgivenessfromthe

bothofyou"

Shegoesdownonherknees

Sydney:"pleaseforgiveme"

Iwon'tlieandsayI'mnotsurprisedcauseI'm

soshockedrightnow



Ican'tevenreadwhethershe'strueornot..why!?

IlookatQuintonwholookssopissed

Quinton:"getyourassup,youthinkgoingon

yourkneesandtalkingawholeLottabullshit

willmakemejustforgetthateasily?Getyour

mindrightbitch..nowgetyourmankneesoff

mycarpet"

HerjawhasdroppedlookingatQuintonin

disbelief,thismustbethefirsttimehehas

spokenlikethistoher,I'malsojustasshocked

asher,healwaysfallsforherinnocentactsbut

notthistime

Shegetsup,herlegstrembling

Sydney:"okay,..Iunderstand,Imessedupbig

time,Idon'texpectyoutojustforgiveand

forget...butIdidmypart,Ididyouguyswrong

nowI'mheretoapologise,itsuptoyouwhether

youholdontothisgrudgeforeverorforgiveme

andmoveon"



*silence*

Weallseatedonthecouchesnoonehassaida

wordforthepastfiveminutes

Ilookathershe'slookingdownfiddlingwithher

fingers

Me:"whynow?"

Shelooksupatme

Sydney:"excuseme?"

Me:"whynow?Whyyouapologisingnow?

Wherehaveyoubeen?Itsbeenawholefullfour

months,whatbringsyouback?"

Shesighs

Sydney:"Iwentbackhometojustdigest

everythingthat'sbeengoingoninmylife,being

aroundfamilygavemeapeaceofmind,feeling

mybabygrowinginsidememademewantto

becomeabetterperson...andIthoughtmaybe

Ambrosewillwanttobepartofthebaby?"



IlookatQuintonwho'sverydistantfromplanet

earth

IlookbackatSydney

Me:"doyouneedaplacetostay?"

Sheshakesherhead

Sydney:"no...I'llbestayingatahotel,unless

Ambrosewantsnothingtodowiththebaby

thenI'lltakeaflightbackhomefirstthing

tomorrowandneverbothery'allagain"

IsighandlookatQuinton

Me:"doyouwanttobepartofthispregnancy

andthisbaby'slife?"

Helooksatme

Quinton:"Iwantnothingtodowithher"

HesayspointingatSydney

Me:"whataboutthebaby?"

Heremainsquiet



Me:"wellIguesswe'llbeseeingmoreof

you,thatchildwillbepartofQuinton'slife

so,youtwowillhavetodiscusshowy'allgoing

togetthroughthispregnancytogetherwithout

choppingeachothersheadsoff"

Helooksatme

Quinton:"Lisa...canwetalk....inprivate?"

Sydney:"I'llleavey'alltoit"

Me:"don'tgoyet"

Sydney:"No,I'lljustgochillbythepoolarea"

Inod,shewalksout

Me:"wowatjustfourmonths,that'sahuge

tummy"

Quinton:"what'swrongwithyou?"

Me:"what?"

Quinton:"whydidyousaythat?Youcan'tbe

makingdecisionsforme,ItoldyouIwant



nothingtodowithherbutyougoaheadtelling

hertostay?Idon'twanttobepartofanything

thatinvolvesherLisa"

Me:"Quinton..Calmdown,that'syourbabyover

there,rememberthatsoccerteamyouwant?It

hastostartsomewhere,youcan'taffordto

neglectsomeplayers,whoknowmaybethefirst

bornmightbetheCR7ofyoursoccerteam"

Helooksatmeforawhilethenhechuckles

Quinton:"doyoureallythinkIshouldbepartof

thischild'slife?"

Me:"yesQuinton,everychilddeservesboththeir

parents"

Quinton:"youknowthatit'llalsobepartofyour

lifetoo?"

Me:"Iknow"

Quinton:"it'llalwaysbeareminderofwhatshe

putusthrough"



Me:"withtime,nothingwilleverbeareminder....

Let'snotfocusonthebadthingslet'sjuststart

onacleanslateandwelcometheblessingin

disguisethatGodhasblesseduswith,thatbaby

that'sgrowingfastinthattummy"

Hesighs

Quinton:"comehere"

Igetupandgotothecouchoppositethathe's

seatedon,Istandinfrontofhim

Quinton:"sithere"

Hepatshislap,Isitonhimfacingtheside

Quinton:"noIwantyourlegsoneithersideof

mine"

IgiggleasIadjustmyselfandsitinthat

position

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandwestare

intoeachotherseyes

Quinton:"youarethemostamazingwoman,



youknowthat?"

Ijustsmile

Quinton:"yousostrong,notonlyphysicallybut

spirituallyaswell,youhavethestrongestheart

ever,nomatterhowmanytimesitsbeen

broken,youstillabletogiveoutloveand

mercy...youtheonlythingthatkeepsmysanity,I

would'velongkilledthatbitch,honestly,but

becauseofyouandyourgoodheartIcouldn't

bringmyselfto"

Me:"You....

Heputshisfingeronmylip

Quinton:"everygooddecisionImakeis

becauseofyou,youmakemeabetterperson...I

knowthiswholebabythingwon'tbeeasy

speciallyonyou,butthanksforunderstanding"

Me:"I'ddoanythingforyouQuinton....I'ddiefor

you,Ipromise"



Hesmiles,IfeelsomethinghardagainstMissM

Quinton:"I'msorrythispositionandyoursexy

voiceisjusttoomuchforMrB"

Ilaugh,hepullsmebymyneckandcutsmy

laughshortwithakiss

Someoneclearsthethroatdisturbingus,Itryto

pulloutbuthepullsmylipsbackintohisthen

holdmyheadtighteragainsthis,hiscrotchis

evenharder,wowhe'sreallyturned

onrightnow,Ialsofeelmyselfleakingdown

thereandbeatinguncontrollably,shit!I'm

temptedtostriphimnakedrightnow!Great

timingtotheHoeinme

"I'msorrytodisturb,IwasthinkingIshouldget

going"

Ihadtopushveryhardtopulloutfrom

Quinton'slips,hegroaned

Me(breathless):"jeezclamdownbabeyoh"



Isayfixingmyhairandgettingoffhim,myeyes

popoutatthesizeofMrBasIslowlyturnmy

eyesfromhimtolookatthewomanbehindme

Me(chuckles):"sorryaboutthat..wereallywere

havingaseriousconversation..Butonething

ledtoanother..youknowhowserious

conversationsare?"

IgrabthecushionandthrowittoQuintonsohe

cancoverhishard

Sydney(chuckles):"apparentlyIdon'tthinkso"

Me:"sitdown"

Webothsitdown

Quinton:"Iwanttobepartofthatchild's

life,that'sO'Brienbloodinthere,andI'llmake

sureI'mhundredpercentinvolvedinhislife"

Sydney:"thankyouAm....

Quinton:"I'mnotdoingitforyou,I'mdoingitfor

mybabywhomistakenlychosethewrong



wombtogrowin"

IthinkIliterallyheardherheartbreakafter

thosewords

Shefiddlesinsideherhandbagandtakesout

anenvelope

Sydney:"thisisforyou"

ShehandsittoQuintonwhojustlooksather

emotionlessly

Sheplacesitonthetable

Sydney:"I'llgetgoing"

Quinton:"youonlycomeoverwhenItellyou

to,youdon'tcontactmeunlessitsaboutthe

babyoranythingthataffectsthebabyinany

way..understood?"

Shenods

Sydney:"understood"

Shesmilesfaintlyandmakesherwayout



Isigh

Hethrowsthepillowonhislaponthefloor

Quinton:"now...Wherewerewe?"

Ohgoshafterallthathe'sstillthere?

Me:"wowseriouslyQ?!"

Quinton:"it'llbequick,righthererightnow"

MissMjustlovesbetrayingme,itslikeherand

MrBhaveamindoftheirown,alwayswantto

bestuckoneachother,Iobeyherinstead,I

movehispantsabitdown,Iliftmydressupand

movemypantytotheside,can'tbelievewe

doingthisrightnow...thisguywillbethedeath

ofme...Ilethimslideinandstartmovingup

anddownonhislap

Quinton:"howdoyoukeepitsotight?"

Me:"Ialsodon'tknowhowshedoesit"

Quinton:"canyoutwerkabitfaster"



Igiggleandpickupthepace

Me(breathlessly):"likethat?"

Quinton(groans):"aahyeah,justlikethat..fuck"

Me:"mhm!"

Islowdown

Quinton:"canyoupleasescreamlikehowyou

dowhenyougoreallyfast..Ijustloveit"

Increasethepaceagain

Me(moaningloudly):"FUCKFUCKFUCKFUCK

FUCKFUCKFUCK!!!"

Quinton:"damnIloveitwhenyoudothat"

Igiggleandkisshislips,Ifeelhimreleaseright

afterme,Isitonhimforawhilewithhimstill

inside,wegazeateachother

Quinton:"weshouldjuststaylikethisthewhole

day"

Me:"Quinton?"



Quinton:"bub"

Me:"Ican'tbarechildren"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"I'llneverbeabletocarryachildinmy

womb"

Helooksatmeconfused

Quinton(whispers):"whawhatdoyoumean?"

Me:"that'swhatthedoctortoldmethree

monthsago,mycervixhasbeendamagedbadly

andIwon'tbeabletocarryafullterm"

Quinton:"thatcan'tbetrue"

Igetoffhimandfixmyselfthenheadtothe

nearestroom,Igrabatoweltocleanhimup,Isit

oppositehimafterwipinghim

Me(sighs):"itstrue,that'swhyIwassodown

afterwecamebackfromthedoctorandIdidn't

tellyouwhathesaid"



Quinton:"so...we'llneverbeabletohavekidsof

ourown?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No....Icanfallpregnant,butIcan'tcarry

them"

Heshakeshisheadwhileholdingit

Quinton:"howdidyourcervixgetdamaged?"

Me:....

Quinton:"HOW!?"

Istartle

Me:"aggressivesex"

Quinton:"youmeanthatbasturd!?"

Me:"yeah..butthere'snothingwecando

now,thedamageisdone"

Quinton:.....

Helooksatmewithafrown



Quinton:"yeahright"

Me:"you'vealreadytaughthimalesson...No

matterwhatyoudonow,itwon'tchangethefact

thatthedamageisalreadydone"

Heremainsquiet

Quinton:"comehere"

Ireluctantlywalktowardshim

Hepullsmetositonhislap

Quinton:"thisdoesn'tchangeanythingokay"

Me(crying):"but,whataboutyoursoccerteam?

IIcan'tgiveyouthatgift"

Quinton:"Idon'tneedasoccerteam...aslong

asIhaveyou,IhaveeverythingIneed"

Iburymyfaceonhisshoulderherubsmyback

Quinton:"don'tcrybub,weinthistogether"

Me:"IhatemylifeQuinton,there'salwaysbad

thingshappeningtous,Ihateit!Ihateit!"



Quinton:"sshhhdon'tcrymylove,thistooshall

pass,wejusthavetosticktogether,everything

willfallintoplaceeventually,you'llsee"

Me:"I'vebeenwaitingforeverythingtofallinto

place,buttheykeepgettingworseandworse!"

Quinton:"hanginthere...don'tlosehope,Imean

kidsarenoteverythinginlife"

Iliftmyheadtolookathistearyeyes

Me:"easyforyoutosay,youhaveababyonthe

way,you'llneverfeelhalfofwhatI'mfeeling"

Igetupbuthetightenshisgrip

Me:"letgoofme!"

Quinton:"No"

Ifightwithhishandstryingtountanglethem

fromme

Me:"letmegoQuinton!Leavemealone!"

Quinton:"notthistime!Ifyouwanttocryyou



candoitrighthere,inmyarms...I'mneverletting

yougo"

Ithrowmyarmsaroundhimandburstintoa

loudercry,herocksmerubbingmyback

.......

Thenextday

....

I'vebeenupsincethreeo'clock,I'mworried

aboutthediamondsagain,Ihatethisfeeling,I

glanceatmysideandhe'speacefullysleeping

Me(whispers):"Quinton?"

Me:"Quinton?"

He'sstillindeepsleep,Iremovethecoversand

headtothespareroom

Iopenitslowlyscaredtogoin,I'mfinally

inside,ImakesureIleavethedooropenasI

walkfurtherinside



Iwalktowardsthediamondswhichareina

safe,Iopenitandtakethemout,Ipourthemin

myhandandlookatthemintensivelywaiting

fortheglow...butnothing,Isighandputthem

onthefloor,Igoonmykneesinpraying

position...Idon'tknowifIstillevenknowhowto

talktoGodanymore,Iplacemyhandtogether

andfacetheceiling

Me:"(sighs):"DearGod....nono...uhm..heavenly

father...noIthinkdearGodsoundsmore

proper...Argh"

Isitonmybutt

Me:"I'msorry...Idon'tevenknowhowtotalkto

youanymore..(chuckles)ifgramscanseeme

rightnow,she'dgivemeonehellaass

whooping...Ok,father..I'mreallymadatyou..I'm

madatQuintontoo,I'mmadathismother,I'm

madathisfatherI'mmadathiswholefamily...

I'mmadateveryone,mymom,mydad,my

grams,yonela,LiamspeciallyLiam,hisfatherand



hismother,hissiblings,I'mmadatthepresident

ofsouthAfricaI'mjustsomadatthewhole

world,planetearthjustmakesmemad!I'mmad

atmyself!I'msosopathetic!....Imean..whyto

yougivemepowersifyoudon'twantmetouse

them?Huh?"

Iremainquietforawhile

Me:"okay,I'msorry,I'mnotmadatyou,now

pleasetellmehowtousemypowers?Please?I

forgiveyouforallthebadthingsyou'velet

happentome...nowpleasecanyoujustshow

yourself!!"

Nothinghappensmxmthisisuseless

Iplaywiththediamonds

Me:"comeon,dothatthingyoudidonmydream,

comeon..spinaround,showmesomething..

Now!..please!..mxm"

Ithrowthemonthefloorandattempttowalk

outtheroombutitshutsclosedrightonmy



face,myheartstops,IturntolookbehindmeI

seethemglowing,IsighasItrytohidethefear

andwalktowardsthem

Me:"yesthat'sit,justalittlebrighter"

Theglowgetsbrighter,wowtheylistentome

Me:"OK...nowfloatandspinaroundthenshow

mehowIcanhealQuinton"

Theyremainonthefloorjustglowingreally

bright

Me:"comeon...youcandoit!"

TheygobacktotheirnormalcolorIlookbehind

meandthedoorisopened,itslikenothing

happenedatall

Me:"wow!Y'allsouseless!"

Ioutthembackinthesafeandwalkoutbackto

ourroom

"Whereyoucomingfrom?"



IstartleasIwastiptoeinginourroom

Me:"Quinton!Damnyouscaredme"

Quinton:"whereyoucomingfrom?"

Me:"IIwasinthe....kitchen!Yes,Ineededa

snack"

Quinton:"really?"

Helooksatmesuspiciously

Iwalktothebed

Me:"Yeah..whereelsewouldIgo?"

Quinton:"ifyouwenttogetyourselfasnack...

Thenwhere'smine?"

Ichuckle

Me:"wellyouwerefastasleep..Itriedwaking

youup"

Heythat'sthetruth

Quinton:"okay...wellthenIwantmysnacktoo"



Me:"yohQuinton,thekitchenissofar"

Quinton:"don'tworrybub..mysnackisright

here"

Heticklesmyvj

Me(laughing):"Ahh!Okay!You'llgetyoursnack"

Hestops

Quinton:"hurryupwoman!I'mstarvinghere"

Igigglegettingontop

Me:"yohQ..youlovepunaniayingeke"

Quinton:"fine..I'llstop"

Me:"don'tyoudare!"

Hechuckles,Ipullthecoversoverus..therestis

history

***

[07/30,13:17]Ron:Insert50



LISA

"Father,...ifyoulistening,I'dliketostartby

apologising..I'msorryforabandoningyou

father,I'msorryforbeingsoignorantand

stubborn,I'msorryforfightingmybattlesalone

whenyouwererightherethiswholetime

pleadingtofightthemforme..butIturnedmy

backonyouandIallowedthedeviltomakeme



hisplayground...ButtodayLord!IsayNoMore!

NomorewillIbeaslaveofSatan'sliesand

schemes!NomorewillIallowhistotoywith

myheart,mybodyandsoul,fortheybelongto

youfather......IsurrenderLord!Isurrenderallto

youfather!RaisemeupLord!Raisemeupto

takelightintothisdarkworld,tonot

compromisewhenunderpressure.........Lord

God,whatyouaskingmetodoisreally

unbelievable,youwantmetohealpeoplewith

justatouchofmyhand?Youwantmeto

controldiamondsandaskthemtorevealthings

tome?....(chuckles)..thisiscrazy!...butI'm

trusting,causewithyouIknow,thatallthingsare

possible...ImeanJesuswalkedon

water,changedwatertowine,rosethedead

fromdeath...Gosh,thiswilltakesomecrazy

faithinme...Father,Iamscaredallthispowerin

mejustscaresme,butI'mwillingtostepout

andtaketheleadofmycrazyfaithinyou,Idon't

carehowmuchitcostsme,I'mputtingmytrust



inyouLord,GuidemeLord,allowmetosee

myselfasyouseeme..inJESUSnameI

pray...(sighs)...Amen"

Itakeadeepbreathinandout,wow!Ifeelso

muchlighterthanmyfirstprayer,theroom

looksmorebrighterandcalm,IthinkIfeltthe

holyspiritnotonlyinmebutinthisroomtoo.

Belladecidedtotakemetochurchwithherlast

weekSundayasreluctantasIwasIendedup

goingandhereIamtoday,takingmyfirststep

intofaith,somethingIbelievedlongdiedin

me,guessIwaswrong,Godhasneverfailed

me...I'mtheonewho'sfailedGod,Bellahas

totallychangedthewayIviewthings,shemade

melearnthatIshouldn'tforceQuintontopray

withmeaslongasIdonemypartandtalkedto

him,Ishouldjustprayforhim,andleavetherest

toGod,soI'mdoingjustthat,butbeforeIcan

prayforhim,rightnow,itwasjustaprayerfor

myself,IneedtobestrongmyselfbeforeIcan



startprayingforotherpeople.Igetupandwalk

towardsthesafetocheckuponthediamonds,

theystillhere,butitsnottimeyet,I'mnot

ready,BellasaysI'llfeelitwhenI'mreadyand

rightnow,I'mnotfeelingit.Iclosethesafeand

headdownstairs,tomakebreakfast,I'vebeenin

thatroomformorethantwohourssinceIwoke

up,yeahIkindastalledalittlebeforeactually

praying..

Imakesomescrambledeggs,bacon,pork

sausages,slicedtomatoesandtoasted

bread,fourslicesforQandtwoforme,Iplace

everythingonthetrayincludingjuiceformeand

teaformydaddy.Iheadupstairstoourroom.

Me:"andbreakfastisserved!"

Quinton:"mhmhmh....itsaboutdamntime!"

Iplaceitonthesidetable

Me:"athankyouwouldbeverymuch

appreciated"



Quinton:"yeahwhatever,justfeedmealready"

Igasplookingathimindisbelief

Me:"wheredidyoulosethem?"

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"maybeIcanhelpyoulookforthem,when

lastdidyouusethem?"

Quinton:"whatareyoutalkingaboutwoman?"

Me:"yourMANNERS!"

Helaughs

Quinton:"mxm"

Ishakemyheadandhelphimsitupandgive

himhisfood

Me:"that'syourtea"

Igointhecoversnexttohimandweenjoyour

breakfast,wellheendedupfeedingmehisfood

andIfedhimmine,Istilldon'tgetwhywedo

that



Quinton:"whydoIgetthetea?"

Me:"cause"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Quinton:"Iwantjuice"

Me:"thejuiceismine..justhavethetea,youlove

tea"

Quinton:"IknowbutIwantjuicerightnow"

Me:"notuntilyouaskmenicely"

Quinton:"Lisakhanyagetyourassupandgoto

thatkitchenandpourmejuice"

Me:"Quinton....gojumpoffacliffanddisappear

"

Hechucklesandtakesmyjuice,Igrabitjust

beforehecouldtakeasipanditspilledalittle,

hegrabbeditfrommeIgrabbeditback,before

weknewitthejuicespilledonthebed

Quinton:"greatnowlookatyourmess!"



Me:"Mymess?Mymess?Hehehe!Mymess?

MymessQuinton!?Mymess?"

Heburstsintolaughter

Quinton:"youdon'tknowwhattosaydoyou?

Me(laughing):"Nope!"

Hekissesmycheek

Quinton:"that'swhyIloveyou"

Ilookathim

Me:"oohhhyoulovemewhenIranoutofthings

tosay?"

Quinton:"whaaaaaat...psshhwhatgaveyouthat

crazyidea"

Hesaysmovinghiseyeballseverywhere

Me:"mxmyousuchanidiot..youtoknowthat

right"

Quinton:"that'swhyyouhere,inthisjuicy

bed,withthisidiotright?"



Me(sighs):"theidiotsGodgivesus...ayi!"

Igetupandandputourplatestogether,when

hisphonedecidestoring

Quinton:"pleaseanswerthatformebub"

Me:"wow,someonerememberedwherehe

misplacedhismanners"

Quinton:"justanswerthedamnphone"

Me:"ohwait...what'sthat?..helostthemagain?"

ItakehisphonefromthetablejustasIanswer

it,thepersondecidestogiveupanddropit

Me:"ohwellyourpersongaveup"

Quinton:"causeyoutalktoomuch..whowasit

anyway?"

Me:"Italktoomuch?Italktoomuch?HeheheI

talktoomuch?ItalktoomuchQuinton?Italk

toomuch?"

Herollshiseyesandlaughs



Quinton:"therewegoagain"

Me:"lookslikeyouhaveaproblemboy?"

Quinton:"Ihaveaproblem?Ihaveaproblem?

HeheheIhaveaproblemLisa?Ihavea

problem?"

Ifoldmyarmsannoyed

Me:"weimitatingeachothernow?"

Quinton(laughing):"areyoumadnowbub?"

Me:"mxm,getoffthebed,Iwanttocleanupthe

messyoumade"

Quinton:"mymess?Mymess?......

Me(interrupting):"aarrrghhshutup!..makeup

yourown'don'tknowwhattosay'line"

Heburstsintolaughter,Isitonthebed

sulking,Quintonlovesteasingmeandheknows

sometimesokaymostofthetimeIcan'tdefend

myself,thenhelaughsatme.mxm



Quinton:"okayokay...I'llstop,lookatmebub"

Iturnmywholebackonhim

Quinton:"I'msorrymylove,lookatme"

Me:"mxm"

Quinton:"okay..pleeeaasselookatmebub"

Me:....

Quinton:"comeonbub....bubblybubby"

Ifeelhishandssnakearoundmeandpulling

metowardshim

Quinton:"don'tbemadbub"

Me:"NoQuinton,youlovemakingfunofmeall

thetime"

Quinton:"I'mjustjokingbabe"

Me:"yeahwellitsnotfunny"

Quinton:"notevenalittle?"

Me:"arghNx!"



Quinton:"okayokayI'msorrybub,Iwon'tmake

funofyouanymore"

Iturntolookathim

Me:"ever?"

Quinton:"ever"

Ismileandmoveclosertohim

Me:"youpromise?"

Quinton:"onestepatatimeplease..everisa

longtimebub"

Me:"ohsoyoustillwannamakefunofme?"

HelaughsandpullsmeIendupsittingontop

ofhimfacinghim

Quinton:"youknowhowadorablyuglyyoulook

whenyousulk?"

Me:"wowcan'tbelieveyoustillteasingme?I'm

uglynow?"

Quinton:"whydoyouhavetotakeeverythingat



heartbub..didyouevenhearthewordadorably

inthatsentence?"

Me:"yousomean!"

Helaughsandpullsmeintohisarmsburying

myfaceonhisneck

Quinton:"okayI'llstopokay?"

Inod

Quinton:"youbeingababythough"

Me:"I'myourbabythough"

Quinton:"yeahdaddyloveshisbaby"

Ohgodthisguysbodyintoxicatesme,itslikeI

losemymoraleswhenI'magainstit,I

automaticallystartkissinghisneck,Idon'twhy

causeI'm"supposedly"madathim rightnow

Quinton:"butyouhavetoadmit..itisfunny

whenImakefunofyou"

Me:"No!"



Quinton:"itisbub,comeon"

Me:"No,itsnot"

Quinton:"notevenalittle?"

Me:"mmmmh..No!"

Quinton:"tinsywinybit?"

Me(sighs):"okay..justatinsywinybit"

Hemovedhisshouldermakingmemovemy

facefromhim

Quinton:"kissme"

Myheartmelts...itgetsmeeverytimewhenhe

doesthat,itslikesomekindofspellor

hypnotismwhichmakesmewannadoexactly

that

Imoveclosertogivehimaverylustfulkiss

playingwithhistongue,hepullsoutandlooksat

meintotalshock

Quinton:"Isaidkissme..notrapemymouth"



Igasp

Me:"nowI'mrapinghismouth,that'snotwhat

youweresayinglastnightwhenIwasupallin

thatmouth,withyoumoaningandgroaningmy

name...aahhLisa!FuckLisa!YesLisa!"

Helaughs,hisphoneringsagainhestops

laughingandlooksatme,thenlooksathis

phone

Me:"sonowyoujustgoingtoordermearound

withyoureyes?"

Quinton:"Yoh..youcantalkguuurrl..justplease

getmyphone"

Irollmyeyesandpickuphisphone,itsthe

samenumberbutitsnotsaved

Me:"Quinton'ssuperhotgirlfriend,hello"

Iwinkathimhechucklesandkissesmy

boobs,I'mstillontopofhim

"OhheyLisa,itsme,Sydney"



Isighandrollmyeyes,Quintonisbusyplaying

withmyboobswigglingandshakingthem

Me:"okay"

"CanItalktohim?"

Icoverthephonewithmyhand

Me(whispering):"it'sSidunu"

Herollshiseyes

Quinton(whispering):"whatdoesshewant?"

Ishrug

Me(whispering):"shewanttotalktoyou"

Quinton(whispering):"tellherI'mnothere"

Me(whispering):"whereareyou?"

Quinton(whispering):"farfaraway"

Ishakemyheadandputthephonebackonmy

ear

Me:"he'snothere"



"Iheardeverythingbytheway"

IholdmymouthasIfeellikelaughing

Me:"oh...uhmcanIleavehimamessage,he's

reallybusy(playingwithmyboobs)..andhe

reallycan'ttalk"

"(Sighs)okaypleasetellhimthatIhavean

appointmentwiththedoctorforanultrasound

lateratexactly12:30pm..soifhewouldliketo

comehe'swelcome"

Iheartdropsintotinylittlepieces

Me:"oh"

That'sallIcanutter

"Yeah..uhmyoualsowelcomeifyouwantto"

Me:...

"Hello?"

Me:"okay..uhmthanksforlettinghimknow..I'll

tellhim"



"Okay,arhm..bye"

Me:"bye"

Shedropsthecall

Quinton:"youdon'tlookwell?Whatdidshesay?

Iswearifshecursedyouor...

Me:"she'sinvitingyoutoherappointmentfor

ultrasound"

Welookateachotherforawhile

Quinton:"oh...uhmwhen?"

Me:"today..twelvethirty"

Quinton:"oh..wellIdon'thavetogo...right?"

Me:"what..Quinton,youshouldgo,Imeanthisis

important,toseeyourbabyandhearhisheart

beat"

Hesighs,thenasmilecreepsin

Quinton:"Yeahyouright,yousureyoudon't

mind?"



Ishakemyheadno,butmyheartissaying

anotherstory

Me:"No..shealsoinvitedme,butIhaveother

plansso,youcangowithher"

Yeahthat'spurelies,whatplan?ItsDecember,I

havenoschool,Iwasplanningontakinghim

out,we'vebeenstuckinthishouseformonths

causehedoesn'twanttobeseenalotand

doesn'tlikeitwhenpeoplestartfeelingsorryfor

himandlookathimwithpity

Quinton:"thankyou,youthebest"

Hepullsmecloseandpecksmylips,hepecks

themrepeatedlyuntilweendupsuckingand

sharingspit,Ipullout

Quinton:"weshouldhaveaquicksession

beforewebath"

Me:"mypussyisexhaustedQuinton"

Helooksatmewithadisgustedface



Quinton:"thatdoesn'tsoundattractive..

Exhaustedpussy.(shakeshishead)..seis"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"youtheonewhoexhaustedit"

Quinton:"wow..MrBjustlosthisappetite"

Me(laughing):"thankgoodness!"

Quinton:"ohhthiswaspartofyoursandMiss

M'splan?"

Me:"nope..let'sgobath"

Quinton:"ncncncnc....Imightaswellbesingle

here"

Me:"ayiQuinton...I'vebeengivingyoupussy

breakfastlunchlatelunchdinnersupperdesert

everysingleday..sodon'tyoudaresaythat"

Quinton:"ohsotodayisnotisnotpartof

everyday?"

Me:"ayidudeletmecleansowecanbathso



youcango"

Itakeanotherthirtyminutestryingtogetoff

Quinton'sgrip,Icleanupthehousethenwetake

abathbutIbathhimalonecauseifwegoin

togetherit'lltakehours.

He'snowalreadydressedupandsoamI

HisphoneringswhileI'mbusyinfrontofthe

mirrorfixingmyhair,hepicksitupwhilesitting

onthebed

Quinton:"hello"

....

Quinton:"okaycool"

..

Hedropsthecall

Quinton:"heyLissshe'sdownstaircouldyou

pleasegoletherin"

Didhejustsayplease,withoutmakingmebeg



foritormakingfunofme!?

Ouch!Idon'tknowbutI'mhurt

Me:"sinceyouaskedsonicely"

Igoopenthedoorforher

Sidney:"heyLizzy"

Me:"itsL

Sidney:"LisayesIknow,Ijustlovecallingyou

Lizzy"

Me:"butIdon'tlikeit"

Sidney:"arghyousoserious...fineLisa..Happy?"

Me:"yeahwhatever"

Imakewayforhertocomein

Sidney:"where'smybabydaddy?"

Shesayslaughing

Igiveherthelook

Sidney:"I'mkiddingkiddo,comeon"



Ifonlysheknewhowhersightdisgustsme,I

feellikethrowinguponherandruinthat

beautifulmaternitydressshe'swearingwithher

flawlessglowingskinnxa,Ican'thelpbutget

badflashbackswhenIlookather,Ihate

her..butIneedtolearntolikeher,sheiscarrying

Quinton'sbaby,whowillalsobemybabyas

well..Idon'tlikethisatall,IwonderifI'lleverbe

okaywiththisandjustbearoundSidney

withoutfeelingtheurgetovomitorgetbad

flashbacks.Ileaveherthereandgofetch

Quinton,Igethimdownstairsandwalkthemto

thecarSidney:"areyousureyoudon'twantto

comewithus?"

Me:"No,I'mcool,Ihavesomuchtodo"

Quinton:"I'llseeyouinafewhoursbub"

Me:"okay..Sydney..Areyousureyou'llbeableto

handlehelpinghiminandoutthecarand

stuff?"



Shelooksathimthenbackatme

Sidney:"Icanhandleit"

Me:"yousure?Causehe'sreallyheavysoyou'll

havetofindeasywaystoholdhim,theeasiest

iswhenyouputhisonearmaroundyourneck

and........

Sidney(interrupting):"yeahyeahIgotit..I'll

manage"

Isigh

Me:"okay,pleasedobecareful...Iwouldn'twant

anythinghappeningtohim...andthatbabyin

yourtummy"

Quinton:"we'llbefinebub,stopstressing"

Hehasn'tbeenanywhereordoneanything

withoutmesincehewasshot

Me:"Ican't"

Quinton:"thenmaybeyoushouldjustcome

withus"



Ithinkaboutitforawhile,it'lljustmakemefeel

likethethirdwheelonadatewithacouple

who'sabouttohaveababyandgetmarried!

GreatnowIfeellikecrying

Me:"Nonoitscool..Itrustyou'llbegood"

Imovemyfacetohisandpeckhislipshepulls

mylips,IrollmyeyesasIdeepenthekiss,she

clearsherthroatIpullout,wecangetcarried

awaywhenkissing

Me:"loveyou"

Quinton:"youlovedbyme"

Ihelphimgetinthecarandtheydriveaway,Igo

backinsidethehouse

Idon'tevenknowwhattodo,Ican'thelpbut

thinkaboutherslyhandsalloverhisbody.I

hangaroundinhisstudy..Ifiddlewithhislaptop

lookingforanicemovie,althoughIknowallthe

moviesinhislaptop,Ifindmyselfinhis

Facebook,Idon'tknowwhybutheyI'malready



here,myhandforcesmetogotomessenger,I

noticeEnhleJohnson,Iclickinit,ohwowthey

justrecentlytalked,wellthere'snothingmuchin

theirconversationsbutIcontinuescrollingup

toseemoreuntilIcomeacrossabunchof

colourfulemojihearts,inlove,laughingemojis

Quinton:youstilllooksohot

Enhle:aawwthanksbabe,youlookevenmore

hotter,Lisamustbetakingrealgoodcareof

you ♥

Quinton:yeahsheis,butImissyousomuch

Enhle:sheain'tgivingittoyougood?

Quinton:ohshe'sfine,butyouknowthatyou

weremyfirstlove

Enhle:weshouldgettogethersometime?

Quinton:Ican'tgoanywherewithoutheronmy

tail

Enhle:thenyoushouldmakeaplan



Quinton:I'lltry...anythingtoseeyouagain

Enhle:yeahwehavealottocatchupon

Quinton:yesbae...sotellmehow'syourfamily?

Enhle:theygood,besidesthefactnooneknows

wheremyolderbrodisappearedto,itsbeen

reallystressfulonus

Quinton:that'sabommerIwonderwhywould

hejustdisappear

Enhle:dadhasbeensostressedhecan'tdo

anything..

Ilogout,Ican'treadanymore,howcouldhedo

thistome?!Thatsonofabitch!!OhhhI'mso

donewithhisass!!!Hecangotohell!!Argh!!

Me:"AllthistimeI'vebeenpeepinghis

butt,bathinghim!Feedinghiminmoreways

thanone!!Carryinghisheavyassaround!!Then

hedoesthistome!!WithEnhleofallpeople!!!

Hedoesn'tfuckenrespectme!!Hedoesn't!!!He



doesn't!!HowmanytimesdoIhavetogethurt

byQuintonformetoleavehim!Causeitsclear

he'sjustpretendingme,wheneveryonehashis

backonhimherunstome,whatamItohim?I

don'tgetit!Cansomeonebethismuchofa

goodactor?..OhmyGoshI'msodone!!

[07/30,13:17]Ron:Continuation

LISA



Icouldn'tleave,Ijustcouldn'tleave,Iwasso

sureI'mleavinghimasIsteppedoutofthat

officebutIcouldn't,somethingwithinmejust

couldn'tallowmetogetoutthatdoor,Idon't

knowwhy?I'mnotevenmarriedtothisperson!

ItsnotlikeIhavekidstoworryabout,whycan't

GodjustallowmetoleaveQuinton,whenever

weseemtobeveryhappysomethingalways

burstourbubble.Ihatethis,whyshouldIstand

forthis?I'meighteenyetIhaveproblemsofa

fortyyearoldwho'sbeenmarriedfortwenty

yearswithfivekids!.Andcansomeonetellme

what'stakinghimsolongatstupidtwenty

minuteappointment!?Hebetterbeokayand

havingthetimeofhislifecauseifsomething

badhashappenedtohim,Ireallydon'tfeellike

feelingsorryforhimrightnow,Iwanttogive

himtengoodhotslaps,thenaskhimwhatishe



doingdisappearingforsomanyhourswith

Sydney.Whydoesthisguylovehurtingmelike

this!?Hecould'veatleastcalledandtellme

they'llbelateI'mnotevengoingtocallthem!

Nx!I'msupperfuriousrightnow..Ipaceupand

downthehouse,Ilookuptocheckthetimeby

theclockitpasteight..wherethehellarethey!!?

.......

MysingingfadesasIseethecakealreadycut

Me:"ohno,hefoundit"

"UhmLisa....Ithinkyoumightwannaseethis"

ShestaringatsomethingbythecouchIwalkup

toher

Me:"hefoundthesurprisecakeI........."

ItrailoffasIseewhatyonelaisstaringat

Quinton'sclothesareonthefloorandhis

breifs,alsolingerieand



mynightdress,Ilookatthetableandnotice

twoemptyglasses

theotheronehaslipstickstains

Yonela(breakingvoice):"ohno...Lisa...I'mso

sorry"

Ichucklethenstartlaughingforreal

Me(laughing):"No...thisisnotQuinton's

clothes...Itcan'tbe"

Iwalkupstairs

Me:"Q!!Baby!!"

IopenourroomandIswearmyheartslipped

outofmybody

asmybodyfreezesandIbecomecold,they

underthecovers

andaremovingsofast,hermoansfillupthe

room,notthis

again!..Ifeelmyheadgettingdizzy,Iholditwith



bothmyhands

asitfeelslikeitsgoingtofalloff

Me(softly):"Quinton?"

Sheimmediatelygetsoffhim,hesitsupand

justlooksatme

Shecoversherselfwiththecovers

Sydney:"oohhLizzy..itsnotwhatitlookslike"

MyeyesaregluedatthemanIthoughtloved

me

Me:Quinton?"

Quinton:"ppsshhh...oops"

Myjawdropsdidhejustsaythat?Itslikehe's

notevenshocked

Icaughthim,hedoesn'tcare

Quinton:"howlongareyougoingtojuststand

there?"

Iswallowthebiggestlumponmythroatit



almostchokedme

Me:"inourbed?Inourhome?"

Quinton:"mybed...myhome...mydick"

Me:.....

......

Isitdown,holdingmyhead,Ifeelasharppainin

head,ohGodpleasemakeitbetter,Ican'tdie

now,IgetupIcan'tevenwalkproperly,Igetto

thekitchenandpourmyselfaglassofwater

andgulpitdown,Ikneeldownonmyknees

Me:"AlmightyGod,pleasegivemethestrength,

givemethestrengthtotakecareofthis

situationmaturely...Givemethehearttoforgive

Quintonnomatterhowbadhe'swronged

me.....butlordsohelpmeifItaketheknifein

thatdrawandslithisthroatoffIsweartoGod

thatboygetsinmylastnerveI'll......

Thesharppaincomesback



Me:"okayokay,I'msorry,I'mcalm,Ipray

wherevertheyare,theyallsafefather,if

somethingwentwrongwiththebaby,Iprayto

youfathertocoveritwiththeholyspirit,cover

themwiththelovingbloodofyoursonJesus

Christ,inJesusnameIpray,Amen"

IopenmyeyeandIfeelmoreateaseand

lighter,theheadacheisgone

Myphonerings,Ipickupimmediately

Me:"hello?"

"HeyLiss,canyoupleasecomefetchisatthe

hospital?"

Istandonmyfeetinpanic

Me:"areyouokay?Whathappened?Areyou

hurt?..pleasetellmeyouokayplease..didshe

dropyou?"

"NocalmdownLisa,itsnotme,itsSydney"

ApartinmecoolsdownandIsighinwardly..



AmIcruel?

Me:"oh!.Whathappened!?"

"I'llexplaineverything,pleasejustgethereand

fetchus"

Me:"okay,I'llberightthere"

"Okaythanks"

Hedropsthecall,hesoundssodown,Ipraythe

babyisokay...ohandSydneyofcause,Irun

upstairstoourroomandgrabmylightjacket

andcarkeythenrandownstairsoutthehouse

andlockedthedoorbehindmealsosettingthe

alarm,Arghthiscar!Itstakesmeanotherten

minutestogetitontheroad,finally!Imakeitto

thehospital,Icomeinrunningthrowingmy

eyesaround,IspotQuintonandIwalktowards

him

Quinton:"heybub"

Ican'thelpit,I'mhugginghim..Iwalkcloserand



bendtohislevelandhughim

Me:"Iwassoworriedaboutyou"

Quinton:"I'msorryLiss,Ishould'vecalledearlier

butIdidn'tthinkitwouldbethisseriousand

takethislong"

Isighandsitonthechairnexttohim

Me:"whathappened?"

Quinton:"whenweweredoingthe

ultrasound,weonlyheardtheheartbeatforfew

secondsthenitstoppedforalongwhile,sothe

doctorhadtocheckherupandfixtheproblem"

Me:"ohmyGod,that'shorrible,soisthebaby

okaynow?"

Quinton:"yeah,theyjusttoldmeafewminutes

beforeIcalledyou"

Me:"dotheyknowthereasonwhythismay

happen?"

Quinton:"theysayusuallywhenafetal



heartbeatstopsitsamiscarrybutherswas

stoppingandcomingbackagainthenit'dstop

forlongthencomebackagain,butjustafew

minutesbeforeIcalledyoueverythingwas

okay,theyalsodon'tknowhowtheysavedthe

baby,itwasamiracle,sotheysay"

Coulditbethatthishadsomethingtodowith

myprayer?

Somethinginmetellsme"yes"butIignoreit

Me:"welllet'sthankGodforthat"

Quinton:"andthedoctors,theyweremore

handson"

Hewillneverbelieve,itsagoodthingI'm

breakingupwithhim..forgoodthistime,nothing

hesayswillchangemymind

Me:"Sowherearethey?"

Quinton:"she'llbeoutjustnow"

Me:"okay"



Wewaitinsilence,helooksverydown,Iguess

thisreallytookatollonhim

ButIhavemyownproblemstoworryabout

thantocomforthimrightnow,ifitwereany

otherdayI'dbeholdinghimandcomfortinghim

rightnow,butIjusthatehimmorethanIlove

himatthismoment,IwishIneverevencame

hereinsucharush.

ThedoctorcomesbackwithSydney

Doc:"remembertoonlytakethesepillsoncea

dayforonlyfivedays,notmorethanthat"

Sydney:"gotitdoc"

Hesmilesandleavesherwithus

IwasabouttosaysomethingwhenQuinton

rushedtowardsherandheldhertummylying

hisheadagainstit,Irubmythroat,it'ssopainful

rightnow,Ifeellikescreamingattheagonizing

paininsidemychest



Quinton:"I'msogladyouokay"

He'stalkingtothebabywhilekissingher

tummy,Idon'tthinkhe'srealisingthispicture

thatI'mseeingrightnow,Ifeellikean

intruder,likeI'mnotneededhere,hislifeis

complete,Idon'tseetheneedoruseofme?

Sydneyrubshisheadandhertummy

Sydney:"he'sokayAmbrose,don'tworry"

Helet'sgoofherandlooksatmeasifhe'sjust

realisinghowthismustfeelonme,Ilookaway

thenlookdownatmyfeetthenlookupatthem

again,Isigh

Me:"I'msohappyy'allokay"

Shesmiles

Sydney:"ohheyLisa..Sorry,Ididn'tseeyou

there"

Thatmakesthebothofyou,Ican'tdealwith

this,Ijustcan't



Me:"let'sgo"

Myvoiceunexpectedlybrokeonmeandtears

weresocloseasIwalkedfastleadingtheway

outofthehospitalandintothecar,Isitbythe

carforawhile,whilsttheywerestillcoming,I

hadtogetoutandhelpthembothgetinthecar

causeSydneyisstillinpain,Ifeltlikeputting

thembothinthebackseat,Idrovebackin

silence

Me:"sowheredoIdropyouoffagain?"

Quinton:"oh..noshecan'tstayinthehotelalone

afterthis"

Isthisreallygoingtohappenagain!!!?Ithasn't

evenbeenayear!!!

Me:"soshe'sstayingwithus?"

IfeelhimlookingatmebutI'mnottakingmy

eyesofftheroad

Quinton:"Lisa,I'mjustscaredforthebaby



that'sall"

Me:"itsfine,you'vealreadymadeupyourmind"

Onceagain

Sydney:"I'llgobackhomefirstthingtomorrow

morning"

Quinton:"youdon'thavetodothat"

Sydney:"IthinkitsbestIdo"

Me:"don'teventryfoxy,whenQuinton'smindis

madeup,itsmadeup"

Thecarfillswithsilenceuntilwereachhome

IhelpSydneyoutfirstatleastshecanwalkon

herown,thenIhelpQuintonwho'sbeingso

stubborn

Quinton:"don'tholdmethere,Itoldyouits

uncomfortablelikethat!"

Iholdhimthewayhewantsmeto,I'mnow

tryingtogethislegsout



Quinton:"damnLisa!Couldyoutrytobe

gentle!?"

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tseethewheelchairwasso

closetothecar"

Quinton:"itsfine"

IkeepsteadyasIslowlywalktowardsthe

wheelchairwhichIkindakickedabittoofar

whenpushingitawayforspace

Quinton:"pleasehurryup!!"

ItrytohurrycausethewayI'mholdinghimis

notcomfortable

Ipushhimtowardsthehouse

Quinton:"Thecarwillcloseandlockitself?"

Me:"ohyeah"

Ileavehimandattempttowalktowardsthecar

Quinton:"firstgettothehouseLisa!Youwere

alreadysoclose!..what'supwithyoutonight!?"



Me:"stopshoutingatme!?"

Quinton:"nawegetyourmindright!"

Me:"youdon'thavetobesorude!!"

Quinton:"whatever!"

Ifeeltearsthreatening,he'sbeingreallymean

tomeandSydneyiswatchingusbythedoor

sinceitslocked

Sydney:"pleasehurryLizzy,myfeetarekilling

me"

IpushQuintontothehouseandunlockfor

themtogoin

Quinton:"finally!"

WellIgetthisishowQuintonissometimesever

sincehegotshot,hehashisdayswhenhe'sjust

sourlikenow,buttodayaftereverythingthat's

happened,Ijustfeelusedandunappreciated,I

burstintotearsasIreachthecar,Igetinand

justcry,howwillIeventellhimIsawhis



messageswithEnhle?Ican'ttellhimIwas

goingthroughhisprivacy,thenhe'llfindawayof

throwingthiswholethingatme,maybeIshould

justshutupwiththeEnhlestoryandjust

observe,causethesemessageswerefrom

duringthisweek.

Isayashortprayerthenwalkbacktothehouse

allcalmeddown,IfindSydneylyingonthe

couchandQuintonisnowhereinsight

Iwalktoherafterlockingthedoorbehindme

Me:"sohowyoufeeling?"

Sydney:"I'mnotgoodatall"

Me:"wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?"

Sydney:"ohgodI'malwayshungry,soIwouldn't

saynotofood"

Me:"okaythen,Ididn'tcooktonightbutthere's

stillleftoversfromyesterday..Ihopeyoudon't

mind?"



Sheshowsadisgustedface..

Sydney:"mmhcanwejustorderpizza?"

Me:"there'splentyoffood,itsstillfreshIcanjust

warmitup,itwillbeasgoodasnew"

Sydney:"it'sfineifyoucan'taffordI'llpay"

YoohhthisB.....Isigh...okay,beniceLisa,she's

pregnant

Me:"that'sokay,I'llcallforanorder"

Sydney:"thankskiddo"

That'swhatIamtoher..akid..wellsheisolder

thanQuinton,she'stwentysix,soshe'sway

olderthanme,that'swhyshedon'trespectme

Ileaveherandgocalldebonairs...Igoupstairs

andchangeintoPJs

Igobackdownstairs

Me:"haveyouseenQuinton?"

Sydney:"Hewenttowardsthestudyroom"



Myheartraces,IhopeIdidn'tleaveanyproofof

thatIwasinhisFacebook,.DidIevenlogout?I

don'tthinkIdid,Ijustwentoutwithoutlogging

off!!Shit!Igotothestudyandknock

Iletmyselfinsincehe'signoringmyknocks

Me:"hey"

Iclosethedoorwhilelookingathimstillbusy

onhislaptop

Me:"whatyouupto?"

Helooksupatmethenbacktohislaptop,what

ifhe'schattingtoEnhle?!

Isitonthechairoppositethedesk

Me:"Quinton?"

Heignoresme,cansomeoneremindmeof

somethingbadthatIdidthatmight'vemade

himthismoody?

Me:"ayibo,love?Iseverythingokay?"



Hecloseshislaptopandlooksatmeforthe

longesttime

Quinton:"wereyouinmyoffice?"

Me:"Why?"

Quinton:"Iaskedyouaquestionfirst"

Me:"yeah,Ididcomein"

Quinton:"forwhat?"

Me:"Iwantedtowatchamovie"

Quinton:"didyoufinditonFacebook?"

Myheartacceleratesmybloodtemperature

rises

Me:"what?No!"

Quinton:"really?Causeyouforgottologoff?"

Me:"Ididn'tgoonyourFacebookQuintonwhy

wouldIdothat,youknowweagreedtonever

invadeeachothersspace...youprobablyforgot

tologoffwhenyouwentonline"



HelooksatmeforawhileIlookathimwitha

straightface

Hesighs

Quinton:"youright,I'msorry"

Me:"that'scool,pleasedon'teveraccusemeof

suchagain"

Henods

Me:"andbesidesIwouldn'tsneakintoyour

socialmedia..becauseItrustyou,Iknowthat

youwouldn'tdoanythingthatwouldbe

disrespectingmeinanyway..right?"

Quinton:"right,I'dneverdothat"

Lies!Rightinfrontofmyface

Me:"you'dneverputmethroughthatagain

wouldyou?"

Quinton:"I'dneverputyouthroughthatLisa"

Me:"IloveyouQuinton"



Quinton:"Iloveyoumore"

Hepusheshimselftowardsme

Quinton:"don'tcryLiss..I'llneverputyou

throughsomuchpainagain"

Me:"Sydneyishereagain?"

Quinton:"Ipromiseshe...

Me:"No...don'tpromisethat,Idon'ttrusther

Quinton,shecamehereformore,she'snotdone

Quinton,shecan'tbaretoseeyouhappywith

me,Idon'tknowherplanyet,butIcansensethe

devilisonherside,pleaselistentome

Quinton,let'snotallowher"

Quinton:"Lisa,whataboutthebaby?Iwantto

watchhimgroweverydayinthetummyIwant

tobethereonthedayhe'sconceived,howwillI

doitifIdon'ttakecareisSydneyandmake

sureshe'shealthy,formybabyboytobehealthy

too...(chuckles)...Itsaboybytheway"



Yeeyi!!I'msohappytohearthat!I'moverthe

moon!Mxm!

Me:"whataboutme?"

Quinton:"whataboutyou?"

Ican'tbelievehejustsaidthat!

Me:"whatabouthowIfeel?"

Quinton:"whataboutthebaby?"

Me:"Quinton!Younothearingmeagain!"

Quinton:"LisaI'mhearingyou,I'vebeenhearing

you,butnotIdon'tknowhowtokeepupwith

youanymore,oneminuteyoutellingmethisthe

nextyoutellingmethat?...younotmaking

senseanymore,firstyouforcemetotoaccept

thebabyandshowitfatherlylove,nowyou

tellingmetostayawayfromthemotherofmy

child?..how!?..howamIgoingtobepartofthe

babyifI'mnotpartofthemother'slife?.how

Lisa?...nowyoutellingmeaboutyourfeelings?



Didn'tIaskyouifyousureaboutthis?Ifdoyou

reallythinkIshouldbepartofthiscauseInever

wantedanythingtodowithit,youknowwhy

Lisa?BecauseIwasprotectingyourfeelings..

Yesthoseverysamefeelingsyouonlythinking

aboutnow..nowI'malreadyattachedtothis

baby,andIdon'twanttoloseit"

Heholdsmyhands

Quinton:"Iwanttobehisdad"

Me(teary):"IthurtsQ"

Quinton:"Iknow..IknowithurtsLisa,andthe

lastthingIwantistohurtyou"

Iyankhishandsoffmineandshakemyhead

withtearsstreamingdown

Me:"Ican'tdothisQuinton..IthoughtIcould

handlethis..butIcan't,itstoomuchforme"

Quinton:"pleasebub,don'tgiveupnow,we've

beenthroughworse,please,Ineedyou"



Ishakemyheadmore

Me:"you...youcheatingonme?"

Helooksatmeconfused

Me:"areyoucheatingonme?"

Quinton(perplexed):"No!Never!"

Me:"don'tlietomeQuinton"

Quinton:"Ican'tbelieveyouaccusingmeof

such...I'vebeenherewithyoutwentyfourseven

onyourwatch,wherewouldIgetthetimeor

eventheenergytothinkaboutcheating?..Why

wouldIevencheatonyou?WhenIloveyouso

much?"

Me:"sometimesloveisnotenough,there'sways

aroundcheatingQuinton"

Quinton:"nowyoujustpissingmeoff,whatthe

fuckLisa!?"

Me:"Justlookatmestraightintheeyesandtell

meyounotcheatingonme"



Hemovesreallyclose

Quinton:

"I.AM.NOT.CHEATING.ON.YOU.LISAKHANYA.M

THETHWA!"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoulookedmestraightinthe

eyesandLiedtome!YousuchaJerk!"

Quinton:"Lisa!I'mnotfuckencheatingonyou

dammit!Whycan'tyougetthatthroughyour

thickskull!!!Huh!!Whatthefuckisyour

problem!!"

Me:"YouaremyProblemQuinton!!I'msickand

tiredofyou!!Iamsickandtiredofyour

stubbornnessandbossingmearoundallthe

time,ofyoumakingsceneswhenwegoin

publicandnotwantmetohelpyou!Youaremy

problem,notbecauseIdon'tliketakingcareof

you..becauseIdo,butbecauseyoudon't

appreciateanythingI'vedoneforyou!Youso

ungrateful,Idon'thavetobehereQuinton!I'm



notyourwife!Idon'thavetostanduptoallyour

crap!!Idon't,I'mstillyoungandIstillhavea

future!ButbecauseIloveyou!BecauseIsoooo

stupidlyloveyou,Itakeinallyoubullshit!All

yourcrap!!"

Quinton:ifyousotiredwhydon'tyoujustgo?"

Me:"thereyougoagain!Pushingmeaway!Why

can'twejusttalknormallywithoutyouraising

yourvoiceatmehuh!!"

Quinton:"what'syourproblemLisa!?WhatdidI

dotoyou!?Ifyoualwaysgoingtoremindmeof

howyoutakingcareofmealonewithno

help,whichmeansyouwantmetorepayyoufor

this!?YoudoingthissothatIoweyou?Oryou

justdoingitsothatweevenforallthethings

I'vedoneforyou?"

Me:"ohmyGoshIdon'tbelievehowlowyou

thinkofme!"

Quinton:"THENTELLMEYOURFUCKEN



PROBLEMDAMMIT!"

Me:"IWENTTHROUGHYOURFACEBOOK.I

SAWYOURMESSAGESWITHENHLE!!!.THAT'S

MYPROBLEMQUINTON!THAT'SMYFUCKEN

PROBLEM!!"

*silence*

Quinton(calmly):"Lisa...I..Icanexplain.."

Ifoldmyarms

Me:"explain!"

Iwaitforanexplanation

*silence*

Me:"wow,youdon'thaveanexplanationdo

you?"

Helooksatmewithpleadingeyes

Quinton:"itsnottherighttimeformeto

explain"

What!!?Thatwasit,thatwasthe'Tsek!''The



fuckoff'the'leaveIdon'tneedyou'the'it

doesn'tconsernyou'statement

Me(calmly):"Quinton,pleaseexplain,Idon't

wanttowalkoutthisdoorbeforeyouexplain,

causeI'llnevercomebackagain"

Heremainsquiet

Me:"Quinton.Ambrose.O'Brien....Goodbye"

Iturnandopenthedoor,Iwaitaminutebut

don'tturnback,buthestillremainsquiet,Iwalk

outandclosethedoor..andthatwasthenend

ofLisakhanyaandQuinton..I'mdone!I'mgoing

tolivemylifemyway,I'mgoingtofindawayto

usemygiftI'llcarryonwithmyLife..butI'm

donewithMrO'Brien!Done!

[07/30,13:17]Ron:Insert51



LISA

"I'monmykneesprayingtoyouAlmighty

father,becausefightingmybattleswhileonmy

kneesisbetterthanfightingthemonmy

feet,I'mprayingfatherI'mprayingbecause

prayerisnotgettingGodpreparedtodomy

will,butprayerisgettingmepreparedtodo

God'swillprayerisalsotheonlywaytorelease

thesuppernaturalpowerofGodinmylifeto



showmegreatandmightythingsIknownot

,prayeristhekeythatunlocksthegatesof

heavenandshutsthegatesofhellIprayfor

unityamongthosethatloveyou,Iprayforyour

handofprotectionandguidance,Ipraythatyou

openmyeyessothatIseeyourtruthLord,dear

GodIdon'taskyoutomakemylifeanyeasier

butIaskyoutopleasegivemethestrengthto

overcomeandfaceallmytroubles....Ipraythat

youforgivemeformysins..(sighs)...butyou

can'treallydothatright?..becauseIhaven't

forgiventhosewhotrespassagainstme?...Lord

IpraythatyoucleansemyheartWiththe

powerful,caring,healing,pureandforgiving

nameofJesusChristIforgivethosewhohave

trespassedagainstme,Iforgivethosewhohave

deceivedme,thosewhohaveabused

me,emotionally,verballyandphysically,those

whotakengrantedofmypresenceintheir

lives,Iforgivethemallfather,asyoursonJesus

Christsaid,fatherforgivethemforthyknownot



whatthydo,IforgivelordandIalsoaskfor

forgiveness,Iprayallthesethingswithallmy

heart,Amen"

...

ItsbeentwomonthssinceI'vebeenhome,but

recessisovernow,itsanewyearandIhaven't

spokentoQuinton,wellitisoverbetweenus

butIstillreallywanttohealhim,he'sbeenmy

motivationformetodiscovermygiftandI'm

finallygettingthehangofit,buttheonlythingI

candoistomakethediamondsglowandfloat

intheair,buttheydon'tspinandrevealtome

things,I'mjustgladI'veaccomplished

something,whichmeansI'mgettingthere,I

don'tknowwhybutIworryalotaboutQuinton

notbecause he'sindangerbutIfeellikehe's

down,hisspiritisnotatease,he'snothappy

andhecriesmostofthetime,Ialwaysfind

myselfpickingupthephonetocallhimbut

fightagainstitasItellmyselfthatmaybeits



ourbreakupthat'smakinghimfeelthiswaybut

Ifeelitsmorethanthat,somethingisgoing

on,he'sjustnotatpeace,IhatethatI'mfeeling

hisfeelingsitslikeI'monepersonwith

him,wheneverIthinkhe'scrying,Icrytooand

heonlycriesatnight,Ifeellikeembracinghim

andtellinghimthateverythingisgoingtobe

okayandI'mhereforhim...Ishouldmove

on,thatwastheplanafterIlefthimformeto

moveonwithmylife,buthowcanIdothat

whenIfeelsoincomplete,likethere'snolifeto

livewithoutQuinton,he'sbeentherefromthe

beginninghe'salwaysbeenmyprotectorfrom

theveryfirstdayIcametoJo'burg,butI'mnot

abouttogobackthere,hedoesn'ttrustme

enough,helet'speopleintooeasily,hecheated

onme..argh,whyamIeventhinkingabouthim!

I'mnowpackingmybags

"Doyouhavetogobackthisearly?"

Ilookupather



Me:"mom,schoolsopennextweek,I'vebeen

herefortwomonths"

Mom:"feelslikeitwasonlyfewdays"

Me:"aawwI'llmissyoutomama"

Mom:"I'msohappyaboutthisGodfearing

womanyou'vebecome"

Me:"comeonmom,youtalkinglikeI'mthisholy

holyperson"

Mom:"youdon'thavetobeholyholy,apraying

womanisapowerfulwoman"

Me(sighs):"itstakingmeforevertofiguremy

giftout"

Mom:"youdoingwellsofar,rememberoneof

thefruitsifGod...Patience"

Me:"Iknow,I'llbepatient"

Mom:"youshouldalsoputyourprideasideand

gocheckuponhim"



Me:"Nomom,hedidn'teventrytostopmeor

explaintomeafterIcaughthimcheating,he

obviouslydoesn'tcareaboutme,whyshouldI

carehowhe'sholdingup,he'sjustsoignorantof

myfeelingsattimesIswearsometimesitfeels

likeIdon'tmeanshittohim...forgivemy

language"

Mom:"soyouhaven'tforgivenhim?"

Me:"I'veforgivenhim...Ialwaysforgivehim,he's

onepersonIfindeasytoforgive...ButI'mstill

hurt,Idon'twanttoholdgrudgesbuthedoesn't

caremom,hedoesn'tcareatall"

Mom:"youseemtobefocusingonallthe

wrongshedoes,ifyoulookatthegoodand

lovingthingshe'sdoneforyou,dothey

overpowerthewrongshe'sdonetoyou?"

Itakemytimetoanswerthatquestion

Me:"Yeah...butmom,whenhehurtsme..ithurts

sobad,itsalwaysanotherwoman,itsalwaysthe



sameway,themostpainfulway,IfeellikeI'm

justnotenoughforhim,likeIjustdon'tsatisfy

him,hefeelstheneedtolookformore,he's

selfish,he'sungrateful,Igivehimmyall,mylove

mybodyevenmysoul,buthejustdoesn'tgetit"

Mom:"anddespiteofallthewrongshe'sdone,

doesGodstillloveQuinton?"

Me:"obviously,Godloveshimnomatterwhat"

Mom:"doyoulovehim?"

Me:.....

Me:"morethananything..ButI'mjustsoangry

athim"

Mom:"grace....heneedsthatfromyoutoo"

Me:"mom,Idon'tfeellikehedeservesit,henever

evenaskedforforgivenessheneverbothered

toexplainhimself,youdon'tgetitmom,he

mademefeellikeI'mnothing,likeI'mnot

needed"



Mom:"whenJesusdiedonthecrossand

sacrificedhislifelifeforyousothatyoucanbe

forgivensothatyouandGodcouldbe

reconciled,thatwasHisgraceforyou...Doyou

thinkyoudeserveit?"

Ilookatherforalongwhile

Me:"No"

Mom:"butstillheshowsyouhisimmortalgrace

eventhoughyoudon'tdeserveit..becausehe's

loveforyouislimitless..Doyouthinkyoucan

dothatforQuinton?"

Me:.....

Mom:"therearesomanythingsIhadtoforgive

yourfatherfor..sosomanyheartbreaking

things,butIforgavehim...andbydoingthat,it

freedme,Lisababy,itstimeyoulettheGodin

youtakeovermylove,sometimesifyouwantto

winthewaryouhavetostepdownandletGod

fightthebattleasheofferstodointhebible"



Isighandsitdown

Mom:"don'tgiveSatanthesatisfaction,show

himwho'sinchargeinyourlife,hedoesn'thave

theauthorityoveryou"

She'stalkingawholelottasense,itstimeIlet

Godfightforme,I'mtooweaktodoitmyself

anymore

Mom:"thinkaboutit"

****

Me:"yesI'mhappywitheverything,it'llbejust

fine"

Landlord:"I'mgladyoulikeit,itsnothing

much,I'mstillgoingtohireaplumbertofixthe

geezerverysoon"

Me:"okay,I'llsurvive,thankyou"

Him:"callifyouexperienceanymoreproblems"

Me:"Iwill"



Hesmileandwalksout.

WellIfoundanewapartment,itsnothing

much,onebedroom,onebathroomwithatoilet

andashower,andabigopenspacethatcanbe

dividedtobethekitchenandlounge,Ijusthave

toseparateitwithatableorsomething,itsa

reallysmallflatbutsinceI'maloneitsjustright

althoughitlookslikealotneedstobe

maintained,Ihopetheplumbercomessoon

andthatthelandlordandIcouldgetalong,I'd

hatetohavetoremindhimallthetime.

Icouldn'tgobacktoyonela,Idon'twantto

intrude,she'sdistancedherselfalotfrom

me,sinceImovedbackinwithQuintontotake

careofhimafterhegotshot,she'sjustbeen

distant,Igetthatshedoesn'tlikeQuintonafter

thewayhetreatedme,butthatdoesn'tmean

sheshouldstoptalkingtome,Icould'veused

helpsometimes,youknowjustsomeoneto

comecheckuponme,butnothing,I'mnotgoing



togoaroundaskingherwhat'sherproblem,I'll

alsokeepmymouthshutandmoveon,thelast

thingIneedisandisloyalfriendalthoughImiss

heralotattimes,evenQuinton'ssiblings

they'venevercheckeduponhim,itsalwaysjust

beenhimandI,I'msoantisocial,Idon'teven

knowhowtomakefriendsanymore,Quinton

andYonelahavebeenmyonlyfriends,but

now,yeahitiswhatitisneh...lifegoeson.

Isettleinandpackeverythingofmineafterthe

vandeliveredmyfewstufflikethebedand

furnitureandallthat.

AfterafewhoursIwasdoneandjustrelaxing

onmybed

Aknockiscomingfromthedoor,Igetupandgo

towardsthemaindoor

Me:"whoisit!?"

"Neighbour"



Iunlockandopenandayoungladywholooks

myageisstandinginfrontofme

Her:"goodevening"

Me:"evening,canIhelpyou?",

Her:"oh,mynameisThelmaIlivenextdoor,I

noticedyoumovinginearlieron"

Me:"ohYeah,yesIjustmovedin"

Thelma:"Iknowyouprobablytiredsinceyou

justmovedin,youprobablyalsotootiredto

cook"

Ihavenothingtocookactually

Me:"yeah,butIwasjustgoingtohaveteaand

bread"

Thelma:"Iwasabouttogototown,Idon'treally

havemuchfriendsaroundheresodoyoumind

accompanyingme?"

Yohthisgirlthough,howcansheaskatotal

strangertoaccompanyher?



AndwhyshouldItrusther?

Me:"well,there'sstillsomanyboxesIhaveto

emptyupand...

Thelma:"wewon'tbelong,please"

WellIamhungry,butIdon'thavemoneyto

wastesinceI'llberentingalonewiththelittle

moneyIgetfromthebursaryandfrommom

Me:"IguessIcoulduseabreak"

Sheflashesabigsmile

Thelma:"let'sgo"

Me:"waithere"

Iruntotheroomtowearajacketandshoes,I

alreadyhadajeanon

Me:"let'sgo"

IlockandweheadtowardsaverynicecarAudi

A4

Me:"thisyours?"



Shenods

Thelma:"yep,gotitlastyearonmyeighteenth

birthday"

Me:"wowpeopledothatinreallife?"

Shelaughs

Thelma:"itwasn'teasy,Ihadtopassmatricwith

straightAs"

Me:"andyoudid?"

Thelma:"IonlygotthreeAsbutitwasgood

enoughtoimpressmomanddad"

Me:"wow"

Thelma:"ifIhadpassedwithallAsIwould've

gotabiggerandbetteronemaybearangerover

orsomething"

Me:"damnyoumeanifIwereyouI'dbedriving

arangerovernow?"

Shelaughs



Thelma:"youpassedwithstraightAs?"

Me:"yeah,95sandabove"

Hermouthhangsopen

Thelma:"wooowifIgotthat,I'dhavemyown

penthouseinsandtonandacar"

Me:"dude!Let'sexchangelives...please"

Thelma:"sowherewillyoustudynextyear?"

Me:"I'llbedoingmythirdyearinWits"

Shetakeshereyesoftheroadforawhileto

lookatmethenlooksbackattheroad

Thelma:"howoldareyou?"

Me:"I'llbeturningnineteenintwomonths

time,march"

Thelma:"I'mturningnineteennextmonth..when

didyoufinishschool?"

Me:"atsixteen"

Thelma:"whileIwasbusywaitingtimeingrade



tenyoumeanIcould'vejustskippedstraightto

varsity?"

Ilaugh

Me:"yepallyouneededtowasjustknowabit

moreandstudyabitextrathanyournormal

gradeaverage"

Thelma:"youmeandoharderworkthanthe

hardonetheywerealreadygivingus?Nothank

you"

Me(laughing):"guessyouwouldn'tunderstand"

Wetalkaboutotherrandomstuffuntilwe

reachedsteers

Me:"IthinkI'llsettleforKFC"

CauseI'mbroke,butwouldn'twannaputitout

there

Thelma:"ohcomeon,steersburgersarethe

bestandtheribscomeon"

Me:"naahhIfeellikeKFCrightnow"



ThatisnothalfofwhatIfeelbutitwilldo

Thelma:"please...itsonme"

Me:"Iwouldn'twannainco....

Thelma:"Notatall.nowcomeon!"

Shepullsmeandwerantowardssteerswe

orderedandatearoundthetable,she'sreally

bubblyandkindaverytoomuchloud,inagood

way

Thelma:"there'sthispartygoingdownin

Sandtonmyclassmatefromlastyearishosting

it,Ididn'tfeellikegoingbutnowthatwealready

outandabout,doyouwannago?"

Ithinkaboutit,itsbeenawhilesinceI'vebeen

outtoanypartylikeaverylongtime,sincelast

yearinthebeginningoftheyeartwice?Orwas

itonce?...damn

Me:"NahI'mcool"

Thelma:"wowyourthinkingfacegavemeso



muchhope"

Ilaugh

Me:"youknowwhat...Idoneedabreak,weare

boredeighteenyearoldswithacarfreetogo

anywhere,solet'shavesomefun"

Thelma(shouts):"That'smykindaguurrrllll!!"

Oookay.Alleyesonus

Me:"yeahlet'sgetoutofherebeforesomeone

kicksusout"

Thelma(laughs):"goodidea"

Welaughandwalkout,shedrivesrecklesslyto

thepartywithmusiconskyhigh

Us(singing):"It'sgoingdown,I'myellingtimber

Youbettermove,youbetterdance

Let'smakeanightyouwon'tremember

I'llbetheoneyouwon'tforget

Wooooah(timber),wooooah(timber),wooooah



(it'sgoing

down)

Wooooah(timber),wooooah(timber),wooooah

(it'sgoing

down)!!"

Wesangtillwereachedourdestination,itsso

packed,thishouseisbigandbeautiful....Ilook

atitandIfeellike..OneDay..OneDayLisa,You'll

HaveItAll..AndBetter.

Weheadinsideaftershegaveherdetails

Itsevenmorebeautifulinside,itspackedwitha

bunchofslayqueensandyoungmen

Me:"sowheredowegofromhere?"

Shelooksatmeblankly

Themusicisreallyloud

Thelma(shouting):"whaaat!!"

Me(shouts):"wheredowegofromhere!!"



Thelma:"Thatway!!"

Shepointsandweheadtowardswhatlooked

likealoungeandsatonthecouch,shelooked

arounduntilshespottedagroupofpeople

Thelma:"theretheyare,let'sgo"

Me:"NoI'lljustwait....

ShepullsmebeforeIcanfinish

Thelma::"HeyGuys!!"

Therewasthreeguysandtwogirls

Guy1:"Heythelms...howzit?"

Thelma:"I'mcool"

Girl1:"heygirl,thoughtyoucouldn'tmakeit"

Shesaysasshehugs

Thelma:"Icouldn't..UntilImetLisa,she

changedmymind"

Thecuteguywhohasbeenquietfinallyspeaks



Guy2:"Lisa?"

Thelma:"ohyes..LisathisisSfisokuhlebutwe

callhimfisoorsfiso"

Guy1:"nicetomeetyouLisa"

Me:"youtoo"

Thelma:"that'sZweliswa"

Girl1:"hey"

Me:"hi"

Thelma:"that'smygirlChrissy"

Girl2:"wazup?"

Me:"I'mcool,you?"

Girl2:"I'mcool"

Thelma:"andlastlythat'stheMrSoccer

captain..Tsepisobutwecallhimtsepo"

Henods..Inodback

Thelma:"hedoesn'ttalkmuch,don'tmindhim"



Tsepo:"Thelma,canItalktoyouinprivate?"

ShelooksatmeIgiveherthegoahead

Thelma:"I'llberightback...Findsomedrinks

andenjoythemusicinthemeantime"

Chrissy:"don'tworry,Igother"

Thelma:"youingoodhands"

Tsepo:"Iwanttotalkforafewminutesnotkill

you"

Wealllaughbutheremainsseriousasthey

walkaway

Zweli:"fiso,comedancewithme"

Theydisappeared

Chrissy:"guessit'sjustthetwoofus,doyou

wantadrink?"

Me:"Nothanks"

Chrissy:"okay,I'llgetitforyou"

Shewalksaway,guessshedon'ttakenoforan



answer

Shecomesbackwhilemyeyeswerestill

wonderingaround

Chrissy:"thereyougo"

Me:"thankyou"

Shetookmyhandandwewenttodancewith

therest

IthoughtI'denjoymyselfbutthispartywasjust

boringwithabunchofstrangersIdon'tknow,

maybeifIcamewithyonelaitwouldbemuch

betterandThelmajustdisappearedonme..Ileft

Chrissydancingandfoundmyselfoutsideat

thebackofthehousebythepoolarea,..Isat

thereforawhilewithmyfeetinthepool,noone

isswimmingandthere'sonlyafewpeopleback

here,makingout.Istareatthebeautifulsky

filledwithtinysparklingstars.

IstartleasInoticesomeonesittingnexttome

withhisfeetalsointhepool



Me:"dude...youscaredme"

Thisdudeissomethingelse,he'sverywellbuilt,

hardlysmilesortalksandhisgoodlooksare

intimidating,hisdarkskinistheattractive

kind,I'veneverinmylifemetadarkskinnedvery

handsomeguy,Ithoughtyouhaveyoubelike

Quintonforamantobetoohandsomeinmy

eyes,ahhbutQstilltakesthecup,alwaysand

forever.

Helooksatmeandgivesmeaside

smile,wow,atleasthecansmilealthoughit

wasn'tfullorgenuine

Ilookbackatthestars,I'mtiredoflookingathis

cutefaceImightendupblabberingbitchy

wordsandIcanbeablabberonceI'vehada

fewdrinks

Tsepo:"younotfromaroundhere"

Ishetellingmeoraskingme?

Me:"okay"



Tsepo:"areyou?"

Should'veknownitwasaquestion

Me:"NoI'mnot"

Tsepo:"whereyoufrom?"

Me:"IresideinbraamfontainbutI'moriginally

fromEasternCape"

Tsepo:"whichcampusdoyouattendto?"

Me:"Wits"

Hekeepsquiet,wehaven'tbeenlookingateach

otherthewholetime

Iglanceathimhe'sstaringatmyfeetwhichare

floatingonthewater

Me:"You?"

Helooksatmeoureyeslock

Helooksabittoomaturetobeafreshmen

Tsepo:"mewhat?"



Me:"areyoufromaroundhere?Whichcampus

doyouattendto?"

Tsepo:"Yeahthisismyhome,IattendUJ"

Ohmygoshhestayshere!?Whatthefreaky

Friday!?

Me:"oh...whatareyoustudying?"

Tsepo:"sportmedicine"

Interesting..I'veneverheardofit

Me:"that'ssoundsinteresting,what'sitabout?"

Tsepo:"itsabranchofmedicinethatdealswith

physical

fitnessandthetreatmentandpreventionof

injuriesrelated

tosportsandexercise"

He'sbodysaysitall,he'sasportsfreak

Me:wow,youlovesportsdon'tyou?"

Tsepo:"yeah,that'swhyI'malsocaptainofthe



soccerteam,onceI'mdonestudyingI'dloveto

beaprofessionalsoccerplayer,I'vealreadygot

somanyopportunitiestoplayforallthesoccer

teamsinsouthAfrica.,..butIhadtorejectthem"

He'stonechangedatthelastpart,hesounds

likehe'sverypassionateaboutsoccer,youcan

heartheinterestandexcitementinhisvoice

whenhetalksaboutit

Me:"why?"

Tsepo:"myparentswantmetofinishmy

studiesfirst,Ican'trelyonsoccer,Ineed

somethingtofallbackon,theyforcedmetodo

medicine,soIchosesportmedicine,theydidn't

mindaslongasitsmedicine,nowIhavetowait

fourmoreyears"

Me:"whatyearareyoudoing?"

Tsepo:"I'llbestartingmyfourthyear"

Me:"youalmostthere,justthreemoreyearsleft"



Tsepo:"four,includingthisone"

Me:"theyeargoesbyfast,thisonewillbeover

beforeyouknowit"

IfeelhiseyesonmesoIturntolookathim

Tsepo:"wow"

Hesaysstaringintomyeyes

Me:"what!?"

Tsepo:"youhavereallybeautifuleyes,rare

colour"

Ilookaway,youdon'tknowhalfofthestory

abouttheseeyes

Me:"thankyou"

Heturnsmyfacetolookathim

Tsepo:"youverybeautiful"

Me:"thanks"

Westareateachotherseyes



JustthenmybodyshakesasIfeelachilldown

myspine

Tsepo:"youcold?"

Somethingbadisgoingtohappen,Icanfeelit

Me:"something'snotright...areyoufeeling

okay?"

Tsepo:"I'mfine,asyoucansee,butyouonthe

otherhand,yourhandsareshaking"

Me:"weneedtogetoutofhere"

Helooksatmeamused

Tsepo:"whereto?"

Me:"somewhere..anywherebutweneedtoget

outofthiscrowd"

Hesmiles..ohGodhe'smindissomewhereelse.

DearGod,pleaseprotectusfromwhatever

mighthappentonight

Tsepo:"come,letsgogetyouawarmerjacket



upstairs"

Anythingtogetoutofthisspace,hegetsupand

givesmehishandhelpingmeup,wewalk

towardsthehouse,he'sstillholdingmyhand,I

don'tknowwhy,bythedoorInoticeThelma

standingalonelookingatusasifshe'sbeen

watchingusthewholetime..couldthisbeher

boyfriend?Ohdamnshe'llthinksomethingis

goingon,tsepobluntlypassesherwhilepulling

me,Iwantedtostopandsaysomethingtoher

butTsepowastoofast

Me:"Tsepowait!"

Hestopsandlooksatme

Me:"IwanttohaveawordwithThelma"

Tsepo:"okay"

Me:"pleaseletgoofmyhand"

Helooksatitandchuckleslettingitgo

Iwalkuptoher



Me:"heygirl"

Thelma:"Ibringyouhereandyoudecidetohang

outwithotherpeople?"

Me:"No,IwastiredofdancingsoIwenttorelax

bythepool,Tsepodecidedtojoinme,andyou

werebusyhavingfunIdidn'twanttodisturb

you"

Shewasabouttosaysomethinguntilavery

loud*BAAH!!*

EveryonegotdownIpulledherdowntoo

Moregunshotswerefired,Itriedtopeep,they

arewearingmasks,aftertheyshottheyran

away,everyonegotbackupintotalshock,that

wasweirdtheydidn'tstealanythingtheyjust

cametoshoot,Inoticepeoplesurrounding

somethingandsomecryingforhelp

Thelma:"what'sgoingon!?"

Me:"Ithinksomeonegotshot,let'sgosee"



Irantowardsthecrowdpushingandshoving

untilIreachedthemiddle,myblooddroppedas

InoticedTsepolyinginapoolofblood,dying

"He'sdead,bythetimeanambulancegetshere

he'llbedead"

Someonedeclearsfromthecrowd

Ishakehim

Me:"Tsepo!"

Hecoughsoutblood

"Tsepo!OhmyGodTsepo!"

Thelmacomeskneelinginfrontofmewith

Tsepobetweenus

Me:"don'tcloseyoureyesTsepo,pleasejust

hanginthere"

IlookatthegirlnexttoThelmawho'salso

kneelingandcryinghergutsout

Me:"cansomeonepleasedismisseveryoneto



gohome!?"

Shegetsup

Her:"Everyonegetout,partyisover!Outout

out!!"

Peoplestartdisappearing,itwasjust

Thelma,sfisoandChrissyleftincludingthegirl

whojustdismissedeveryone

Her:"pleasebrother,pleasedon'tleaveme,Istill

needyou!"

Thelma:"where'sthefuckenambulance,Tsepo

baby,pleasehanginthere"

Tsepo(coughs):"Lisa"

Hesayslookingatmewithsleepyeyes

Thelmalooksatmehurt

Ilookbackathim

Me:"Tsepo"

Tsepo:"itwasniceknowingyou..(Coughs)..I



wishIhadmore...moretime..(coughsand

groans)..togettoknowyoumore"

ThelmagetsupandleavesChrissyfollowsher

Chrissy:"Thelmacalmdown"

Whywouldhesaythisinfrontofhisgirlfriend?

Me:"don'tcloseyoureyesTsepo"

Heshakeshishead

Girl:"I'mgonnagocallmomanddad"

Shestandsupandleaves

Sfiso:"I'llcheckontheambulance"

HegetsupanditsjusthimandInow

Tsepo:"I...Iguess...thisisit...mydreams...they

crashhere"

Hecloseshiseyes

Me:"keepthemopen,breathe,youcandothis

please"



Heopensthem

Tsepo:"Ican't..(groans)...

HeclosesthemIburstintotears

Me(crying):"Nooodon'tgo..pleaseplease

please!!"

Iliftuphisshirt,ifmypowershavetostart

workingatsomepoint,ithastobetoday,his

shottwiceinthestomach

Iplacemyhandsonhiswounds,Ilookaroundif

nooneiswatching,luckilynot...Itakeadeep

breathe

Me:"inthenameofthefatherthesonandthe

holyspirit"

Ikeepmyeyesclosedforawhile,apowerful

forcetakesoverme,Ifeellikemybodyis

floatingonair,Iseeallthebadthingsthathave

happenedtome

....



Me:"okayokay,butpleasecanwenot....

Lee:"ifyoulovemewe'lldoitmyway"

Me:"NO!!StayAwayfromme!Help!!"

HelaughsnextthingIknowmycheekisheated

up,hejustgave

meahotslap,

.....

Lee:"ShutUp!Whyareyoumakingthings

difficultforyourself?!

Youmywife,whenIwantpussyIshouldget

pussy

...understood!?"

Me(crying):"please...please..please...don'tdo

this"

Lee:"youtalktoomuch,that'syourproblem,I

haveasolution"

....



"Aaahhyeah!"

Hereleasesonceagain

thencollapsesonmewhileinbetweenmylegs

......

Sydney:"oohhLizzy..itsnotwhatitlookslike"

MyeyesaregluedatthemanIthoughtloved

me

Me:Quinton?"

Quinton:"ppsshhh...oops"

....

Quinton:"areyouevenreallypregnant?"

Sydney:"yes"

Quinton:"mybaby?"

Sydney:"yes"

......

Q'smom:"Ijustdon'tunderstandwhyyouwith



her..Shebroke

yourheart,Sheeasilygaveupon,shedoesn't

loveyou,she'sfrom

apoorfamilyshe'sjustgoingtosuck....

.....

...

Sydney:"okay,fine,Inevercameherebecauseof

work,your

mothercalledme,shetoldmeyouina

relationshipthatisonly

bringingyoudownandyoustartingtoignore

thefamilybusiness

becauseofher,she'schangingyou,youwere

doinggreatin

lookingforyourfather'sdiamonds,butwhen

youfinallymetthe

girlwhohasthem,youneglectedthemissionof



gettingthe

diamondsandfellmadlyinlovewiththeenemy

ofthe

family,andnowshewantedmetohelpher

separatey'allandto

makeyoulovemelikehowyoulovehersothat

Icanhave

controlofyouandthediamonds"

Me:"you'vebeenafterthediamondstoo?"

Quinton:"thatwasbeforeIknewyoutheone

whohasthem"

.....

Quinton:"damnLisa!Couldyoutrytobe

gentle!?"

Me:"I'msorry,Ididn'tseethewheelchairwasso

closetothe

car"



Quinton:"itsfine"

Quinton:"pleasehurryup!!"

Quinton:"Thecarwillcloseandlockitself?"

Me:"ohyeah"

Quinton:"firstgettothehouseLisa!Youwere

alreadyso

close!..what'supwithyoutonight!?"

Me:"stopshoutingatme!?"

Quinton:"nawegetyourmindright!"

Me:"youdon'thavetobesorude!!"

Quinton:"whatever!"

.....

Quinton:ifyousotiredwhydon'tyoujustgo?"

...

Me:"Quinton.Ambrose.O'Brien....Goodbye"



**

Iforgivethemallfather,cleansemyheartLord,I

forgiveandtodayIforget

Me:"takeoverGod"

Iopenmyeyes

Tsepo:"howdidyoudothat?"

Hegetsup

Tsepo:"whatthehell!Itsgone"

Ohmygosh...itsgonegone..Itscompletely

gone!!!!Impossible!

Tsepo:"thisisimpossible..."

Me:"itworks!"

Ishoutlookingatmyhands

Me:"itworksitworksitworks!!!!"

Tsepo:"I'malive...I'mbetter!"



Hetoucheshimselfalloverthenlooksatmewe

smileateachother,herunsuptomeandhugs

mewhilepickingmeupandspinningme

Me(laughing):"okayokay!Down!"

Heputsmedownandlooksatme

Tsepo:"howdidyoudothat?"

Me:"itwasn'tme"

Tsepo(confused):"but,youyoudidthe

thingymagingy"

Me:"itwasn'tme...itwas.....God"

Helooksatmeperplexed

Tsepo:"wellthankyouanyway"

Hepullsmecloser

Okay..Iseesomeonecaughtfeelings

Me:"uhmTsepo....Thelmaismyneighbour"

Ididn'twanttosayfriendcauseI'mnotsure

whatareherintentionsinmylife,Ican'ttrust



anyoneanymore

Hepullsmeandlocksmeintohisarms

Tsepo:"so?She'snotmygirlfriend"

Me:"oh?But..."

Tsepo:"nothingisgoingonbetweenherandI...

ButIwouldn'tmindforsomethingtogoon

betweenthegirlwhosavedmylifeandI"

"Ohmygosh!!!Tsepo!!!Youokay!!"

Ipushhimawaypullingoutofhisgrip

Theyhugaskinghimquestions,justthenthe

ambulanceandhisparentscome,everyonewas

busysurroundinghimandtouchinghim.

Islowlywalkedbackwardstowardsthedoor,

Tsepo'seyeslandedonme,Iwavedathimhe

smiles...Iranout,that'swhenIrealiseIhaveno

ridehome,wow,I'mneverevertryingtomake

friendsagain!

Icallanuber,itcomesafterafewminutesand



dropsmeoffatmyapartmentIpayandheadto

thehouseandfirstthingIdoisthrowmyselfon

thebed

Me:"Quinton!"

ItclickstomethatIcanfinallygetQoffthat

chair!!

Me:"Yes!IcanfinallyhealyouQuinton!!"

Ifeelastrongpangthatcausesanunbearable

acheonmyhead

Igetupandstumbletothekitchentoget

myselfacupofwater

MyhandshakesasItrytopourwateronthe

shakingglassI'mholding

What'sgoingonwithme,theheadachegets

worseasmykneesalsofailmeasIfallonthe

floor,everythingbecomesblurrybeforeIknow

it...Lightout!



Wellyouonlyneedthelightwhenit'sburning

low

Onlymissthesunwhenitstartstosnow

Onlyknowyouloveherwhenyoulethergo

Onlyknowyou'vebeenhighwhenyou'refeeling

low

Onlyhatetheroadwhenyou'remissinghome»

Onlyknowyouloveherwhenyoulethergo

Andyoulethergo...

QUINTON



I'membarrassedtocallmyselfman,Inever

knewawomancouldbesocruel.WellSydney

hasbeenlivingwithmeeversinceLisamoved

outandshe'sbeenalivingnightmare,shefirst

triedtoseducemebutIjustwasn'tfeeling

it,shetriedfordays,walkingaroundnakedbutI

wasn'tpayinganyattentiontoher...youwon't

believewhatshedidthereafter,shesnackinto

myroomandforcedherselfatme,Itried

fightingherbutIwasalreadyinsideher,she's

doneitmorethanonce,soIjustendedupgiving

herwhatshewanted..shegottiredoftaking

careofme,shehiredanursebutshesheonly

cameduringthedaybutSydneystoppedher

fromcomingcauseshewasjealousthatthe

nurse

willtryherlucksinceshebathsmeand

changesme.She'sconfiscatedmyphoneand

laptopaweekago..Ican'tbelieveI'mtaking



ordersfromawoman,eventhoughIcankick

heroutorevenkillher,nomatterhowmuchI

canthreatenher,shehasabiggerthreatagainst

me..sheoncepointedaknifeathertummy,now

Iknowshe'scrazy,she'scapableofanything,

she'sobsessedandshe'sbeentreatingmelike

shit,Ihaven'thadabathinweeks,thislegs!

Thesestupidlegs!!Theseuselessstupidfucken

legs

"Ambrose...shit..Youstink"

Shecomesintheroom,I'milyingonthebed,I've

beenonthisbedforawholefullmonth

Sydney:"ohmyGosh...didyoupooyourpants!?"

Me:....

Shecomescloserholdinghernose

Sydney:"sickman..Youmessedyourself,..a

fullygrownassman,pissingandshitting

himself!!Fuck!"



Me:"p..pl..please..

Sydney:"p,.p..p..please....hahahahaaaa....you

soundlikeabrokenrecord..hahahahahahaa!."

She'stakenoutallthebedcovers,Ionlyhave

myboxerson,Isleepwithnothingtocover

myselfandgofordayswithouteating,itsbeen

twoweekssinceI'vehadfood,Ionlygetwater

onceaweek

I'mcoldandstarving!

Sydney:"howdoesitfeelnowhuh?Youand

yourlittlegirlfriendLizzytreatedmelike

shit...lookatyounowwho'stheshit

now?...where'syourprettyfacegirlfriend?You

see,that'swhatyougetforfallingforteenage

girls...whenthegoinggetstoughtheygive

up..theycan'thandlethedownssheonlyloves

yourdickwhenitsup..whenyoulowshe'sgone"

Shelaughs

Sydney:"youleftme,amaturewomanwhocan



carrychildrenforyouandchosealittlegirlwho

stillwantstofoolaroundtastingdifferent

dicks..andyouthoughtshe'llstickaroundfor

long?Haa!Shame!"

Shewalksaway

Sydney:"learntouseyouruselesslegsalready

andcleanyourselfup!Sies!"

Igrabalampnexttomeandthrowitatherbut

shedodgesit

Sydney:"haveyoulostyourmind!?..youwantto

killyourbaby?..fine,Icandothatforyou"

Shetakesthelampandattemptstobangiton

herstomach

"Stop!!Stop!!.I'msorry!OkayI'msorry!"

Shelaughsandthrowsit

Sydney:"trysomethinglikethatagain,I'llkill

thisbaby..nowyougoingtostaywithyourshit

onthatbedforrestof....ohIdon'tknow,until



youcanwalk"

Shelaughsandwalksoutclosingthedoor.As

muchasIhateitbutIcan'tholdthem,Ibreak

downandcry,yeahIcryalotthat'sallI'mgood

atitshardnottowhenyouagrownmanwho

messeshimselfeverydayanddependson

peoplewhodon'twanttohelpyoutochange

you.Idon'tknowhowlongIcankeepthisup.I

openthedrawlookingforsomethingtokill

myselfwith,IfindapictureofLisa,Itakeitand

juststareatit,theonlypersonwho'strulyloved

me,notevenmyownfamilylovedmeasmuch

asshedid,Ijustwishwecouldbehappywithout

anyonetryingtorobusofit,there'snotasingle

dayIdon'tthinkabouther,Icouldn'teven

contacthercauseofSydney...Butlookatme

I'mastinkingskinnyuselessexcuseofaman,I

hopeLisanevercomesbacktome,Ihopeshe

stayswheresheis..shedeservesbetter,Ican't

takeherbackIcan'tlethercomebacktomy



complicatedlife,she'stooyoungforthis,she

shouldliveanormallifelikealltheothergirls

herageoutthere....IknewIshouldn'thave

fallenforher,theworstmistakeImadewas

confessingmyloveforher...everythingI've

done,Ididittoprotecther,Sydneyruinedmy

plans,I'vefoundoutsomuchaboutthe

Johnsons,Enhleissoblond,Lisaisnotsafe

andthere'snothingIcandoaboutit

LISA

THENEXTDAY



I'mwokenupbybeepingsounds,Ilazilyopen

myheavyeyeslookingaround

"Lisa!Youawake"

Me:"Thelma..whathappened?"

Thelma:"Idon'tknowbutIcametoyour

apartmentearliertoapologise,youweren't

pickingupmycallssoIwenttocheckyouat

yourapartmentyouwerenotopeningandI

panickedsinceIleftyouatthepartyalone,I

askedmybrothertobreakinformeandthat's

whenwefoundyoulyinghopelesslyonthe

floor"

Isitup

Me:"whatdidthedoctorsayiswrongwithme?"

Thelma:"youjusthadabadheadacheitcould

becausedbydehydration"

Me:"ohokay.."



Thelma:"I'mreallysorryLisa,I'mnotusuallylike

that,Idon'tknowwhatgotoverme"

Ilookatherlike'yeahright'

Thelma:"okay,Iwasangry,tsepowasdying,and

Iwastherecryingandpleadingmyheartwas

breakingcauseofthatscene,buthedidn'teven

lookatme,whenheusedallhislastenergyto

callyourname...Iwashurt"

Me:"arey'alldating?"

Thelma:"No..wenotdating,we'veneverdated

butwejustfriends,Icareabouthimalot"

Me:"oh"

Thelma:"whenIsawhimclickwithyoubythe

poolandhowhefeltcomfortablejustbeing

aroundyou,evenholdingyourhand,something

hedoesn'tusuallydo,butonlydoesittome,I

guessi.....I...

Me:"feltjealous?"



Thelma:"yeah..(sighs)..I'msorry"

Me:"itscool,I'llstayawayfromyourfriendsand

youfromnowon"

Thelma:"No..please..I'mreallysorry"

Iignoreher

Myheartbeatsfastinfear

Me:"Quinton!"

Thelma:"who?"

Me:"Ineedtogetoutofhere,Ineedtogosee

him"

Thelma:"uhmm..

Me:"Quinton,Ineedtoseehimnow,pleasetake

metohim"

Thelma:"okay,thedoctorsaidyoucanbe

dischargedassoonasyouwakeupanyway..so

let'sgo"



Igetup,he'scryingagain,he'sbroken...

Weliterallyranoutthehospital

Me:"drivefaster!"

Shehitstheacceleratortofullspeedpushing

metoleanrightbackagainstmyseat

[07/30,13:18]Ron:Insert52

LISA



AssoonaswegotthereIenterthepin,luckilyit

hasn'tchanged,thegateopens

Thelma:"wow,yourboyfriendisloaded"

Me:"yeahkindof"

Wesitinthecarforawhile

Thelma:"aren'tyougoingtogoin?"

Isigh

Me:"whenIleft,weweren'tinthebestofterms"

Thelma:"thatbad?"

Inod

Me:"Ibrokeupwithhim"

Thelma:"thenwhyarewehere?"

Me:"heneedsmyhelp"

Thelma:"heaskedforyourhelp?"



Me:"No...butIwaslongsupposedtohelp

him,butatthattime,Icouldn't,butnow,Ican"

Thelma:"whydoyousodesperatelyneedto

helphim?I'msurethereasony'allbrokeupwas

becausehewasajerkasslikealltheothermen

inSouthAfrica"

Me:"well,IneedtohelphimcauseitswhatIwas

meanttodo"

Thelma:"wow,youstilllovehim?"

Me:"Yes,butI'mjustgoingtohelphim,Idon't

thinkI'llgetbackwithhimagain"

Thelma:"Iunderstand...ShouldIwaitouthere?"

Inod

Me:"yeah,Iwon'tbelong,ifI'mnotoutafter

twentyminutesyoucancomein"

Thelma:"gotit"



Iopenandwalktowardsthehouse,Iringthe

bell,Iwaitforsomeonetoopenbutnoone

opens,Iringitagainandalsoknock,Noone

opens,wherecouldtheybe?Maybetheywent

out..Iwalktowardsthegarage,itsopenandhis

carishere,maybetheytooksomeothercar?

SinceQuintoncan'tdriveandSydneyalsocan't

driveinherconditionspeciallythiscar.Igo

backtoThelma'scar

Me:"Nooneishome"

Thelma:"really?Dotheyusuallyleavethe

windowsopen?"

Ilookaroundthehouse

Me:"Quintonalwaysrememberstoclosethem

wellthatwasbecauseIusedtoshoutathim

whenhedoesn't,Iguessnowthatwenot

togetheranymorehedoesn'tcare"

Thelma:"afteryourushedmeheresomuch,we

can'tjustleave,Icanseetheconcerninyour



eyesforhim,youshouldgotryagain"

Isigh

Me:"youright"

Igobacktothedoorandringthebell..nothing

Ohwait,Ihavemyownkeys

Iwalkbacktothecar

Thelma:"nothing?"

Me:"No...butIjustrememberedIhaveextra

keys"

Thelma:"that'sgreat"

Ilookaroundthecar

Me:"didn'tbringmyhandbag"

Shesighs

Thelma:"wellthissucks"

Me:"I'lljustgoaroundthebackofthehouse"

Thelma:"yeahyoudothat"



Shelowersherchairandrelaxes

Irunaroundthehousetotheback,luckilythe

slidingdoorisopen

Ibudgeinlookingaround

"Quinton!!!!"

IshoutasIwalktotheguestroomdownstairs

buthe'snotthere,Ithoughthe'dbesleeping

downheresinceSydneyispregnantandcan't

carryhimupstairs,howdoesshemanageto

carryhimupanddowneveryday?

Me:"Sydney!!!"

"What'supwiththenoise?!"

Iturnandshe'scomingfromtheotherroom

Me:"hey.SorryifIdisturbedyournap"

Sydney:"damnrightyoudid...(yawn)...whatare

youdoinghereanyway?"

Me:"IcametoseeQuinton"



Sydney:"wellhedoesn'twanttoseeyou"

Me:"Idon'tcare,Iwon'tbelongIjustneedtotell

himsomething"

Sydney:"youlefthimatatimeheneededyou

most,hewantsnothingtodowithyou.He

wantstofocusonmeandhisbabynow,so

whateveryoutryingtodo..itsnotgoingtowork"

Me:"whereishe?"

Sydney:"youdon'tgetitdoyou?He.Doesn't.

Want.To.See.You!.....getthatthroughyour

thickskull"

Me:"I'dliketohearhimtellingmethat"

Sydney:"ohmygosh..theguydoesn'thaveany

respectyou,hechosemeaftereverythingyou've

doneforhim..notonlyoncebuttwice!Thenon

topofthathecheatsonyou...don'tyougetit?

YounotwomanenoughforQuinton,heneedsa

womanhecansettledownwith,awomanlike

me"



HerwordscutdeepbringingbackthepainbutI

keepitburied

Me:"Idon'tcareSydney,Ialreadyknowallthat

youtellingme,youdon'thavetorepeatit...I'm

notheretogethimback,there'sjustsomething

importantIneedtotellhim"

Sydney:"sorryhe'snothere"

Okayshe'sactingweird

Me:"letmecheckformyself"

Sydney:"okaythat'sit.Getout!"

Me:"youlying..Icanfeelhispresence"

Iwalkaroundandgolookbytheroomshe

camefrom,he'snothere,Igetoutandlookby

theotherlastroom that'sdownstairs,he'snot

here

Sydney:"Itoldyouhe'snothere"

She'sbeenfollowingmeallover



Me:"upstairs!"

Iattempttowalkupstairssheshoutsformeto

stop

"Don'tgothere!!He'snothere!!"

Me:"Iwanttofindthatoutmyself"

Iwasabouttotakethelaststepwhenshe

jumpsandstandsinfrontofmewithherhands

behindherback

Sydney:"justgoLizzy!!Quintondoesn'twantto

seeyou!"

Me:"whyareyousojumpy?Whydon'tyouwant

metoseehimsobad?"

Sydney:"causehesaidhedoesn'twanttoever

seeyou!"

Me(shouts):"QUINTON!"

Itrytopushheroutofmywaybutshebrings

herhandfromherbackandpointsaknifeat

me...myeyespopoutandmyheartisreadyto



jumpoutofmychest

"LISA!!ISTHATYOU!?"

Me:"QUINTON!YOUHERE!?"

Sydney:"Shutup!!Youtakeanotherstep

closer,IsweartogodI'llkillyou"

Me:"yourknifedoesn'tscareme"

Ipushherbutshepointitonhertummy

Sydney:"I'llkillthisbaby,andit'llallbeyour

fault,Quintonwillhateyou forever!"

Me:"ohmyGosh...youarecrazy"

Sydney:"damnright,andyoudon'twanttosee

howcrazyIcanbecome"

Iruntoherandtryfightherfortheknife

Sydney:"letgo!"

Me:"No,youletgo!"

TheknifecutsmyfingerIgroaninagonyletting

hergo



Ilookatherwhileholdingmyfinger,sheaims

theknifeathertummybreathingheavily

Sydney:"wellthisisit.....sayyourlast

goodbyes,thisbabyishistory!"

Sheliftsuptheknifegettingreadytostab

herself..she'sbythestepsfacingtowardsme

I'malreadyatendofthestairslookingdownat

her

Me:"Noooo!"

Sheattemptstostabherselfwhensomeone

grabstheknifefromherfrombehind

Me:"Thelma!"

Sydney:"whatthefuck!?Givemethat!"

Thesecurityguycomesin

Security:"iseverythingokayheremam?"

Sydney:"No!Theseintruderspointedaknifeat

me!"



Me:"that'snottrue!She'stheonewhohadthe

knifepointedatme"

Sydney:"asyoucansee..lookwho'sholdingthe

knife!Theyjustcameinhereuninvited!"

Me:"Sandile...areyougoingtobelieveherover

me?"

Sandilehasbeenthesecurityeversince

Quintongotshot,heonlycomesinatnightand

duringmorning,IguesswhenIcameinhewas

onabreak

Sandile:"MissFox,pleasecomewithme"

Sydney:"What!?Noyou..youcan'tjusttakeher

word..Youaresofired!I'llletQuintonknow

aboutthis!"

Heignoresherandtakesherwithhim

Sandile:"whatshouldIdowithherLisa?"

Me:"justkeepherbyyourbackhousefor

now,untilI'mreadytodealwithher"



Hesmiles

Sandile:"asyouwish"

Hegrabsherandwalksoutwithher,shetries

fightinghimbuthe'stoostrong

Sydney:"youcan'tdothisI'llsueyou!Youcan't

treatapregnantwomanlikethis!!Isendyouto

jail.Ahhhhleavemealone!..

Shemakesnoisetilltheydisappear

Wesighatthesametime

Thelma:"thatwassomecrazypregnantbitch"

Me:"tellmeaboutit...thankstoyoushe'sstill

pregnant"

Thelma:"yousaidtwentyminutesIgaveyou

exactlythat"

Me:"Thanks..Youcanmakeyourself

comfortableinlounge,Ineedtogocheckupon

Quinton"



Thelma:"okay.Shoutifyouneedanyhelp"

Me:"Iwill"

ShewalkdownstairsIcarryonwalkingtothe

room,Isighbeforeopening,oureyeslockasI

walkin...OHMYGOD!!itslikeahoboissleeping

onthatbed!..Icovermymouthandnosewith

myhand..ItstinkslikeShitinhere!Ikeep

gaggingfeelingtheurgetovomit

FirstthingIdoiswalktothebalconydoorand

openitwideIopenallthewindowsaswelland

curtains,Iwalktothebathroomandopenthe

windowstheretoo,Itaketheairfreshenerand

sprayitalloveradIwalkbacktotheroom...well

itsabitbetterbutthesmellisstillstrong

Iwalkuptohim..ohgodhestinksandis

coveredinbeard

Me(whispers):"Quinton....Whathappened?"

Heremainslookingdownathishands,helooks

ashamedandembarrassedhecan'tevenlook



atme,myheartbleedsforhimthissightofhim

isheartbreaking

Me:"shedidthistoyou?Shedidn'ttakecareof

youdidshe?"

Hesniffs

Igetcloserbutgetbackagain

Me:"shejustletyourot...ohmygoshandyou

justletherwalkalloveryou?Doyouloveher

thatmuch?"

Hebreaksdownandcryhe'sbodyisshaking

Igetcloserandgoonmyknees,Iplacemyhand

onhischeek

Me(gasps):"yousocold...howlonghaveyou

beennakedlikethis?"

Hewipeshisnoseandcontinuescryingsilently

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhim

Me:"don'tcry...I'mherenow"



HetriestobreakoutmygripbitIholdhim

tighter

Me:"Iwon'tletherdothistoyouagain,Iwon't

letanyoneevermistreatyou"

Iletgoofhimandheadtothebathroom,Iran

waterinthetubandputallsortsofbathesalts

andgelsIcanfind..Iwalkbacktotheroom,I

throwhisonearmaroundmyshoulderwhile

theotherholdshiswaist,he'salotlighter

now,he'ssoskinny,Ihelphimandputhiminthe

tub,Imakehimliedownandleavehisbodyto

justsoakinthewarmwater.Ileavehimthere

asIgocleanuptheroom,Itakeoutthedirty

bedsheetsandpillowcases

Iwrapeverythinginonesheetanddumpitin

thebalcony,I'llburnthemlater,sorrybutIcan't

washthem,notcausetheyfullofhisshit,butI'm

surethey'vehadsexonthembefore,beforeshe

couldn'thandlehimI'msureshefirstpleasured

herselfwithhim.



Iwalkbacktothebathroom,he'sjuststaring

outinspace,hehasn'tsaidawordtomesinceI

gothere,Itaketheshowerpuffandscrubhim

withit,aftermuchscrubbingIletthewaterrun

out,it'stoodirty,Irunmorefreshwaterforhim

andputthesaltsandgelonhimthenwashhim

thoroughlyandgentlyIslipmyhandsbetween

hislegsandwashhisballsandinbetweenhis

butthegroansinaturnedonmanner..yepthere

itis,he'shard,Ilookathimintheeyes,theysmall

buthehasaseriousface,he'ssosadwelook

intoeachotherseyesforawhilebuthe

removesthemandlooksdown,afterwashing

himforthesecondtime,Ipourmorewater,this

oneisforhisface,Irubthesoaponhistowel

Me:"closeyoureyes"

HeclosesthemIwashitcarefullyandrinseit

thenwipehim..aahhthereheis,thehandsome

sexiestmanI'veeverseen,Idon'twannashave

hisbeard,Iloveit,helookssomanly,likehe's



justgonnagooutthereandfightwithaLionor

justdosomethingreallymanly,amIgoingcrazy?

AfterwashinghishairIhelphimoutandput

himonthebedhestillcan'tsituponhisownhe

hastoleanonsomething,Ilotionhim,itwasn't

easywithMrBstandinghighandtallsending

messagestoMissM..butIdidmybestignoring

it,Idresshimupinhiswarmtrackpants,vest

andaJacket,Iputabeaniehat,Iputsockonhis

feet.Itakeoutacleanblanketandtickhimin,I

feellikehe'sbeencoldforaverylongtimehe

needstobewarm,Iturnontheheaterfromthe

air-con

Me:"areyoufeelingwarmernow?"

Henods

Me:"yousure?Itsnottoohot?"

Heshakeshishead

Me:"okaythen"

Ihearhistummygrowl



Me:"I'llgomakeyoufood"

Ileavehimandheaddownstairs

IfindThelmasleepingonthecouchwiththeTV

playingIcarryonwalkingtothekitchen,Idecide

oncookingaquickdishofpastaandmince

withmixedveg,allmixedtogetherafterI'mdone

IdishupforhimandThelma,Itakeherplateto

her,Iputitonthetableandshakehershelazily

wakesup

Me:"Imadeyoufood"

Thelma:"oh..thanks"

Shetakesitthenlooksatherphone

Thelma:"Ihavetogo,itsalreadyhalfpastfive"

Me:"okay,youcango,afteryoufinishyourfood

though"

Thelma:"okay,howishe?"

Me:"he'sfine"



Thelma:"that'snice,guessI'llmeethimnext

time"

Me:"yeah,letmegofeedhim"

Thelma:"I'llseemyselfoutafter"

Me:"okay,thanksforeverything"

Thelma:"ohplease...anyday..I'mjustsorryfor

thewayIacted"

Me:"forgiven"

Shesmiles

Thelma:"I'llseeyouwhenIseeyouthen"

Me:"yeah..drivesafely"

IkisshercheekandleavehereatingasIwalk

upthestairs

Iclosethedoorandsitonthebednexttohim

Me:"madeyouoneofyourfavoritedishes"

Hesmilesandlickshislips



Me:"shouldIfeedyouoryou'llfeedyourself?"

Hetakesthebowlfrommeanddigsin,heeats

likeapig,takinginhugeamountoffoodinhis

mouthwithoutevenpausing,tearsescapesmy

eyesasIwatchhimeatlikehislifedependson

it,myheartbreaksintoabillionpeaces

Hefinishes

Me:"more?"

Quinton:"yesplease"

That'sthefirstthinghe'ssaidtome,Iguesshe

didn'thavetheenergytotalk,Irundownstairs

anddishupmoreIlookaroundandThelmais

gone,soIlockthedoorsandheadupstairs

againwithhisfoodasomejuice,heeatsabit

morecalmerthistime,untilhefinishesand

gulpsdownhisjuice,hemakesthataahhh

sound,he'ssatisfiedasmilecreepsinasIsee

hisglowingfaceandhiseyesbeaming,itslike

hejustgainedbacksomelife,Isensehis



satisfactioninhisheart

Heburbs

Quinton:"excuseme"

Mmhmanners

Quinton:"thankyou"

Me:"youwelcome"

Hesighs

Quinton:"No..Imeanlike..thankyou,for

everything,thankyousosomuch,IknowIdon't

sayitmuchorshowit..butLisa,I'mreally

thankful,ofyou,yourpresence,yourlove,your

kindness,yourpatienceandeverythingyou've

everdoneforme....whatyoujustdidforme

rightnow,itmeanssomuchtome,Idon't

deserveyou,youlovemeevenwhenI'mcovered

inshit...ImightbetoolatebutLissIappreciate

youandIloveyousomuch...Pleasefinditin

yourheartto.....



Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Helooksatmeshockedwithabeamingface

Quinton:"justlikethat?"

Me:"itwasn'teasy...definitelynotjustlikethat,it

tookalotofprayerandadvicetofinallyseeit

inmyheartthatIneedtoforgiveyou...itwas

kindaeasythough..causeIloveyou"

Quinton:"Ifinallyunderstandhowmuchyou

loveme,whatyoudidformetoday,noonecould

haveeverdoneit,notevenmyownfamily..Mxm

they'veallforgottenaboutmeNotevenAidan

norClydecametoseeme,I'vebeenquietfora

whilenowbutneverdidtheyoncethinkto

checkuponme..butGodknowsiftheywerein

mypositionIwouldcomecheckuponthem

everysingleday,withoutthemhavingtocall

me...sinceIgotshotthey'vedistanced

themselves...WhatkindoffamilydoIhaveLisa?

Whatkindoffamilydoesthattotheirownblood?



HuhLisa?DoesGodhatemethatmuch?What

haveIdonetothemthat'ssocruel?AllI'vedone

wasprotectandlovethem...IsavedCandra's

lifeandriskedmylifeintheprocess,Ihadtodo

thingshorriblethingsthattraumatizedmeat

heartbutIdidn'tcarecauseIlovedmysister

andIwaswillingtodieforher...Aidan,I've

savedhisassfromsomanythingssincewe

werekidsI'vebeencoveringupforhim,he'ddo

somethingwrong,butI'dalwaystaketheblame

forhim,I'dgettheasswhoopingforhim...Clyde,

mxmIdon'tevenwannatalkaboutClyde,he's

theonepersonwhoshouldbebowingdownfor

meafteralltheshitI'vedonebecauseof

him,..thewomanIcallamother..we'dallbe

homelessifitwasn'tforsomeofthethingsI've

doneforher..butwherearetheynow?Family?I

havenofamily"

I'mnowcoveredintearsIfeelshattered

Quinton:"Lisa..Youtheonlypersoninthis



worldwhotrulylovesme,theonlyonewho's

beenthere..whetherwetogetherornot,I'll

alwaysloveyouforthatandbegrateful"

Iwipehistears

Me:"Goddoesn'thateyouQuintonbutthedevil

istheonedeceivingyou,don'tlethimwin....you

havetoforgivethemandlovethemalways,no

matterwhat"

Hefrowns

Quinton:"I'mnotasstrongasyouLisa,Ican

neverdothat"

Me:"youarewaystrongerQuintonwayway

stronger,...Trustme"

Heremainsquiet

Me:"there'sonereasonIcamebacktoyou

today"

Helooksatme

Me:"I'vefigureditout"



HeimmediatelyknowswhatI'mtalkingabout

Quinton:"wow..when?"

Me:"yesterday..atsomepartyI..........

Itellhimeverythingthathappened

Quinton:"that'samazing"

Me:"IthinkGodboughtThelmaintomylifeto

leadmetotsepowhowillbetheonewhomy

giftwillberevealedat....itwassoamazing,the

vestfeelingI'veeverfelt"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"I'msoproudofyou..Ireallyam"

Me:"nowyoucanfinallybehealed"

Quinton:"yeah"

Me:"youremembermydream?"

Quinton:"yeahIdo"

Me:"youwerewearingtheseexactclotheswhen

Isawmyselfhealingyou"



Quinton:"really?"

Me:"yeah..really..nowletmedothisforyou"

Quinton:"why?"

Me(confused):"whywhat?"

Quinton:"whydidyoustillcomeback?Afterour

lastfight,Iwassureyounevercomingback

again"

Me:"because,thereasonIwassoeagertofigure

mygiftoutinthefirstplacewasbecauseof

you...nowthatI'vefinallyfigureditout,youthe

firstpersonIthoughtof,youtheonlypersonI

wasfightingfor...andI'vebeenwithyousince

thedayyougotshot,Ifeltyourpainjustby

lookingatyou,Iknowyoursuffering,causeI

sufferedwithyou..believeitornotQuinton,butI

feelthesamepainthatyoufeel,forthepasttwo

monthswe'vebeenapart,Ifeltyourbroken

heart,youcrieseverynightitfeltlikeyouwere

cryingrightnexttome,IfeelyouQuinton..And



eversinceI'vebeenconnectingwithgodand

mygift,I'vebeenmoreconnectedwithyouso

much,sometimesIcouldalmosthearyou,butit

onlyhappenswhenyoufeelingdownorcrying

andI'dimmediatelyfeelthesameway....Idon't

knowwhythesethingsarehappeningbutone

thingIknowisIhavetohealyouright

now..today"

Westareateachotherseyesbeforehenodsas

onetearescapeshiseye

Iremovetheblanketandplacemyhandsover

hiswound

HechucklesIlookathim

Me:"whatsofunny?"

Quinton:"Ijusthadaflashback,don'tmindme"

Me:"letmeguess..itwasstthehospital,Iwas

tryingtohealyouforthefirsttimeanditturned

outtobeamiserablefailure?"



Welaugh

Quinton:"don'ttellmeyoucanseemythoughts

too?"

Me:"howIwish...IjustguessedrightbecauseI

wasthinkingofittoo"

Helaughs,itsamazinghowwecanstilllaugh

eventhoughthesituationisactuallysad

Me:"comeonQ..Ineedtohealyou,youdon't

wanttobeacrippleforever"

Quinton:"doyourmagicbub"

Iclosemyeyes,Iinhale,holditinthenexhale

Me:"inthenameofthefather,thesonandthe

holyspirit"

Ifeelmybodyasifitsfloatingonairasitgets

lighter

Itsthemostwonderfulfeelingtofeel,the

presenceofGod



Iseeeverythingwe'vebeenthroughsincehe

gotshot

....

Theshootingstops

Me(clingingonhim,breathlessly):"whatwasthat

about.....

ItrailoffasIstaresathistummyandholdmy

mouthinshock

Quinton:"what?"

Me:"youbleeding!"

....

Heopenshiseyes,asilentshortlaughescapes

mymouth

Quinton:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"youawake"

Quinton:"mhm"

Ihughim



"Aahhoouch"

Iquicklyletgo

Me:"I'msosorry...I'msohappyyouawake"

Quinton:"itsstilltoosoonformetoleaveyou

aloneinthisworld"

Me:"yourightwecoulduseahundredmore

years"

...

Quinton(whispers):"whycan'tIfeelthemLiss?"

Me:"youwillfeelthem....justnotnow"

Helaysbacklookingdistraught

Me:"don'tworryQ,you'llgetbetterinno

time....you'llsee"

Quinton:"Iwon'tbeabletousemylegs?"

Me:"itsonlytemporaryQ"

Quinton:"mylegsLisa,howamIsupposedtodo

anythingwithoutmylegs?"



Myheartsinksatthesoundofhissadtone

Me:"itwon'tbeforeverQuinton"

Quinton:"isthatwhatthedoctorsaid?"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"nobut...

Quinton:"soyouadoctornow?"

....

Doc:"okay,sodoyouneedmetoorganisea

nurseforyou,now?"

Quinton:"Yes"

Me:"No"

Alleyeslandonme

Me:"I'llberesponsibleforhim"

Doc:"areyouokaywiththatMrO'Brien?"

Me:"yeshe'sokaywiththat"

Hesmilesatme



Quinton:"I'mdownwiththat"

.....

Quinton:"itsaboutdamntime,whattookyouso

long?"

Ishakemyheadandpushhimtothecar,we

driveinsilencetillwegettoYonela'splace,I

attempttogetoutbutheholdsmyhand,Ilook

athim

Quinton:"beforewegoinside,Iwantyoutotell

mewhat'seatingyou?Isitsomethingthe

doctorsaid?Ohgod..areyoupregnant?"

IfeeltearsthreateningasIshakemyhead

Me:"No"

Helooksatmeconfused

Quinton:"isthatabadthing?"

Me(teary):"No"

Quinton:"thenwhyareyousad?"



Me:"I'mfineQuintonlet'sgogetthediamonds

already"

....

Iopenthedoorandoureyesinstantlylock

"HeyLizzy"

Myblooddropsinstantly,whyisshehere?

"Aren'tyougoingtoletmein?"

Myeyesdroptohertummy,shepushesmeout

thewayandmakesherwayinside

"OhI'dalsolikeacupthanks..whileyouatit

pleaseletAmbroseknowI'mback"

...

Itonlymademestronger,I'vemovedon,Imake

peacetoday,lordGodcleansemyheart...

Iopenmyeyesandlookathimallover

Me:"diditwork?Areyoubetter?"



Hetrièstositusbuttfails,Ican'tbelievethis..

Myheartdrops

Me:"itdidn'twork....howcome?"

Tearsautomaticallystartstreaming

Quinton:"Lisa....

Me:"NoQuinton,I'vefailedyouyetagain!....

Igetupandstartpacing

Me:"whycan'twebehappy?Why?After

everyoneI'veforgiven,whydoesGodforsake

me...howdoImoveonnow,Iwasmeanttoheal

youyetitonlyworksonstrangers..WhyamIso

useless?TheonlypersonIreallywantedto

heal...But....

"LISA!!"

Istopatmytracks,Ihavemybackturnedat

him

Me:"itsfineQuinton..I'vegivenyoufalsehope

yetagain,ifyoudon'teverwantanythingtodo



withme....Icompletelyunderstand"

"Lookatme"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"No,I'mtooashamed"

"JustlookatmeLisa"

Icanhearthesadnessinhisvoice

Ishakemyhead,Ican'tfacehimrightnow,I've

failedhim

"LOOKATMELISA!"

IstartleasIturntolookathimquickly

Mymouthhangsopenasagaspescapes

He'sstandingonbothhisfeetwithtears

runningdownhisface

Me:"Quinton?....ohmygosh..you..youstanding...

Onyourown"

Helaughsinbetweenhistears



Quinton:"yeahyoudidit...Icanwalk"

Hewalksaroundthebedandback,Istartcrying

thenfindmyselflaughing,hejumpsupandand

that'swhenIscreammylungsout

"Aaaaahhhhhhhhhh!!!!!OMGEEEEEEEEEEEI

CAN'TBELIEVETHIIISSSS!!YOUACTUALLYON

YOURFEET,ONYOUROWNYEEEEYIIIIII!!"

IwasmakingawholelottanoisebutIcouldn't

careless

Hewalksuptomeandpicksmeupspinning

mearound

Quinton:"YouDIDIT!!!YOUFINALLYFIGUREDIT

OUT!OMGEEEEEE!!!"

Me:"HAHAHAAOMGEEEEEE!!!"

welaughedinexcitement,welookedintoeach

otherstearybeamingeyes,he'scarryingmewith

mylegswrappedaroundhiswaist,hedropsme

onthebedwhileontopofme,hemoveshis



facetowardsmine,ourlipstouch,Iwatchhis

eyesclosereadytokissme,Ipushhimbacka

bit

Me(smiling):"myworkhereisdone"

Hesmilesthengetsoffme

Quinton:"oh,yeah,ofcause....thankyouLisa,you

reallyaregifted,I'msorryIeverdoubtedyou"

Me:"itscool,waterunderthebridge...I'mjustso

happyyoucanfinallygobacktoyournormal

self"

Quinton:"metoo,howcanIeverrepayyou?"

Me:"itswasn'tabusinessdealQuinton...I

wantedtodothisforyou"

Quinton:"thankyou,again"

Ismileandsigh

Me:"Ihavetogo...uhm,pleaseburnthose

sheets,Ileftthembythebalcony"



Henods

Quinton:"Iwill,sorryyouhadtotouchme,smell

andcleanupmydisgustingshittedself"

Ibrushhischeek

Me:"I'ddoitoverandoveragain...Foryou"

Hesmileslookingatmethemdropshiseyes

andlooksdown

Iwearmyshoesandmakemywayout,he

followsmeandaccompaniesmeoutside

Quinton:"pleaseletmetakeyou,whereveryou

going"

Me:"itscoolI'llrequestan...

Quinton(interrupts):"justgetinthecar,itsthe

leastIcando"

Me:"Iguessyounotaskingbuttelling

me...(sighs)...fine"

Igetinhiscarandwedriveoff



Quinton:"I'msurprisedIcanstilldrive"

Ichuckle

Me:"samehere"

Idirecthimtillwegettomyapartment

Heparksbythegate

Quinton:"sothisiswhereyoustaynow"

Me:"yeap,wannacomein?"

WhythehelldidIjustsaythat!?Saynosayno

sayno

Quinton:"don'tmindifIdo"

Me(mummers):"great"

Weheadinside,Ihavetoliftthedoorbeforeit

unlocks,wemakeourwayinside

Me:"wellIhavenothingmuch,asyoucansee"

Itssupperempty,Ionlyhaveasmallfridgeand

fewdishes,Ihaven'tboughtgroceriesyet



Quinton:"itsokay...aslongasitscomfortable

foryou?"

Me:"yeahitscomfortable,althoughthegeezer

stillneedstobefixed,soIwillhavetowarmthe

waterbythestove,untiltheplumbercomes"

Quinton:"butthatwillcauseyourrentto

increasecauseoftheuseofelectricity"

Me:"I'llsurviveQuinton"

Hesighs,hedoesn'tlikethisplace,itswrittenall

overhisfaceasheleaningagainstthewallwith

hishandsinhispockets,westandinginthe

emptykitchenspacewhichonlyhasafridge

andasmallsinktoproveitsakitchenand

dishesonthefloor,there'snobuiltins,besides

thecupboardthat'sconnectedwiththesink,no

wondertherentissocheap

Quinton:"itsdoesn'tlookcomfortableatall,and

there'sjustsomanythingsthatneedtobe

fixed"



Me(sighs):"thisisallIcouldafford

Quinton,sometimeswehavetostepoutofour

comfortzone,togrow"

Hewalkstowardsmebythesink

Quinton:"justmovebackinwithme,soyoucan

saveyourmoneytospoilyourself,likebefore"

Me:"itsfineQuinton,youcan'talwaystakecare

ofme,Ihavetolearn,youcan'talwaysbemy

roommate"

Quinton:"thenbecomemygirlfriend...again"

*silence*

Me:"thanksfortheride...butIthinkyoushould

gonow"

Hesighs

Quinton:"IknowIreallyhurtyou,I'msorry

Lisa,pleaseforgiveme"

Me:"asI'vealreadytoldyou,Ilongforgaveyou"



Hegoesonhisknees

Quinton:"thenpleasetakemeback..Iloveyou..I

can'tlivewithoutyou,literally,Ican't,please

bub,pleasegivemeanotherchance"

Me:"don'tdothisQuinton,

please...(whispers)...don'tdothis"

Helooksupatmeforalongtimebeforehe

getsup

Heputshishandsbackinhispockets

Me:"gohome,dealwithSydney,she'sbythe

security'shouseattheback,thenyougosee

yourfamilyandtellthemyouforgivethem,then

leavethem,Godwillhandletherest...gohome

andliveyourlife,I'lldothesame"

Helooksaround,sniffsandwipeshisnosethen

looksatme

Quinton:"goodnight"

Me:"goodnight"



Hewalksout,Ifeellikestoppinghim,butIdid

sayI'mdone...ImeantitthenandIstillmeanit

now..nomatterhowharditis,nomatterhow

muchIlovehim..I'mstilldone,itwilltakea

miracleformetogobackthere,I'vebeen

throughsomuchpainwithQuinton,yesI

forgivehim,butthatdoesn'tmeanIshouldgo

back...sorry,butI'mdone

[07/30,13:18]Ron:Insert53

QUINTON



Igethomelockthedoors,Iheaduptomy

room,wellLisaalreadycleanedupeverythingso

Ijusttakethosedirtysheetsoutsidetotheback

andburnthem.Idojustthat.

Itfeelssounbelievabletobewalkingwithwith

thesesamelegsthatweresouselessafew

hoursago,Ican'thelpbutthinkthey'lljustgo

numbandfailmeagain.Ireallydon't

understandhowthiswholeGodthingworks,but

ifthiswasallGodworkingsthroughLisa'spure

heartthenI'mgratefultohim.Iwatchthe

sheetsburn.TheonlywayIwanttodealwith

Sydneyisslitherthroatofftoobadshe's

carryingmybabyandLisawoulddefinitely

neverforgivemeforthat,she'stookindforher

owngood.It'lltaketimebutIwillwinherback,I



alwaysdo....Ihopeso.

Iwalkbacktothehouse,Itakemywheelchair

frommyroomthenheadtothesecurity'sback

house,IknockthensitonthewheelchairwhileI

waitforhimtoopen

Sandile:"heybossman"

Me:"Sandile...isSydneyinhere?"

Sandile:"yeahbutIkindasedatedherwith

isoflurane,Ifoundfromthefirstaidkit,shewas

threateningtohurtherself"

Me:"youdidwellman,canyoupleasecarryher

backtothehouseforme?"

Sandile:"surethingboss"

Hewalksinthencomesbackcarryingherbridal

styleItellhimtoleaveheronthecouch

Me:"thanksman,weneedtokeepacloseeyeon

her,forthebaby'ssake"

Sandile:"she'sadangertoherselfandthebaby"



WhatSandilejustsaidgavemeanidea

Me:"Ineedyoutodomeafavour"

Sandile:"anythingman"

Me:"Ineedyoutoorganisepeopletocomeput

smallhiddenciviliancamerasaroundthe

house,whichwillbeconnectedtomylaptop"

Sandile:"firstthingtomorrow"

Me:"Nonopleasetrygetthemnow,Iwantthem

heretheminuteshewakesup"

Sandile:"Eishkodwasekulatemanjeabasekho

aba......(butitsalreadysolatethere'snonoone

who...,...)

Me:"youasecurityguard,I'msureyoucan

figuresomethingout..youhavethirtyminutes

tosortitout"

Sandile:"done"

Hemakeshiswayoutimmediately



Iwatchhersleepingpeacefully,thiswoman

usedtomeansomuchtome,wehadeach

other'sbacks,myfirstfemalebestfriend,when

shecaughtfeelings,Ididn'tdatehercauseI

loveherbackbutbecauseIcaredforher

feelingsandIneverlikedseeingherhurt,she

usedtobesosweet...whyisitthepeopleclose

tousthathurtusthemost?Isitbecausewelet

themtooclosetoourheartsthattheyfeellike

theycantoywithithowevertheywant?How

canonebetrayanother'strustjustforthegood

ofthemselves?

Iholdhertummy,Imustsay,mybabyboyis

quitethefighteraftereverythingthiscrazy

witchhasputhimthrough,yethe'sstill

breathingandmoving,onlyafewmoreweeks

andyoucanbefreefromthathellhole,why

couldn'tyouchooseLisa'swomb,you'dbeway

happierandhealthierinthereandIwouldn'tbe

inthismessysituation.



AfteranhourSandilecamebackwithtwowhite

guyswholookedlikenerds,Ishowedthem

aroundtowhereIwantthecameras,atevery

singlecornereveninthetoilets,kitchen

bedroomspoolarea,everywhere.

Me:"thankyougentlemen"

Guy1:"justdoingourjob"

Me:"yeah,well,youdidwell"

Sandile:"I'llshowthemout"

Me:"drivesafely"

Theyallwalkout,Igetuponmyfeetandlockall

doors,Ipushmywheelchairtomyofficebehide

mydeskthensitonit,Iopenmylaptop,and

checkeverything,lookslikeSydneycouldn'tdo

anythingcausemypinisquitecomplicated,Lisa

istheonlypersonwhoknowsthepinof

everythingIownevenmyphonecauseIhad

nothingtohide,butIforgottochangeitwhenI

waschattingwithEnhle,Ididn'tthinkshe'dgo



intomyFacebook.ItsbeenawhilesinceI've

talkedEnhle,Ihopeshehasn'tlostinterest,I

doubtthough,thatgirlisobsessedwith

me,whichmightbeaproblem,Ijustfoundout

obsessedgirlsaresuppercruelanddangerous,

example,Sydney,soareobsessedmen,example,

Mncesesi...BubandIshouldtonedownour

cuteness,itsgettingusinvolvedwith

psychopaths.

IgointomyFBthengogreether

Me:heytherebeautiful

Sheanswersafterfiveminutes

Enhle: Quinton,mymain

Isigh,thankgoodnessshe'sstillinterested

Me:mysweetheart,howI'vemissedyou how

areyou

Sheanswersimmediately

Enhle:I'mfine..butIhateyourightnow



Me:I'msosorryforbeingscarcebabe,things

havebeenreallyhectic...butallI'vebeen

thinkingaboutisyou

Enhle:aaawwthat'ssosweet,Iloveyouagain.

Me:Lol ..Ifeelthesame,haveyoubeengood

though?How'slife?

Enhle:I'vebeengood,justreallystressedout

aboutmomanddad.

Me:why?Somethingbadhappened?Idon'tlike

itwhenyoustressedmybaby.

Enhle:theyjustfightingalotdadisalways

comingbackhomelate,dadsayshe'sworking

onsomethingreallyimportantthatcouldgetus

richerthanwealreadyarebutmomdoesn'tbuy

it,shethinksdadischeating...Ijustcan'ttakeit

anymoretheyalwaysshoutingandarguingeven

infrontofus.

Okaythisisgoodshe'spouringheheartoutat

me



Me:whoahbabe,that'shectic,didyourfathertry

toexplaintoyourmom,whatitisexactlyheis

workingon?...Imeanmaybeifheexplainsshe'll

beabletoletherguarddownalittle?.

Enhle:hedoesexplainbutnotfully,justsays

he'sworkingonsomethingbuthehastokeepit

lowprofilesothatitsucceeds.

Me:ohareyoualsoascuriousasyourmomon

whatyourdadmightbeworkingon?.

IhopeitsnottooobviousI'mfishinghere

Enhle:Iamcuriousbutdadistoosecretive.

Me:yeahthatisaproblem....maybeIcouldhelp

you?

Enhle:youknowwhat,I'mtiredofdadandhis

secretestheyarethereasonhimandmom

mightgetadivorceandthatwouldtearus

apart,Ican'tletthemputusespeciallymy

sisters..soyeah,pleasehelpmeoutbabe.



Clevergirl,nowIhaveherrightwhereIwanther

,thiswillbewayeasierthanIthought.

Me:okaybabe,allyouhavetodoiskeepaclose

eyeonhim

Enhle:youmeanspyonhim?

Me:itstheonlyway,weshouldmeettomorrow,

I'llgiveyousomethingthat'llhelpyou...that'sif

youokaywiththis,causeyouknowI'mjust

tryingtofindthebestwaytohelpyoubabe.

Enhle:youjusttellmethetimeandplaceandI'll

bethere...besides,Imissyousomuch,Ican't

waittoseeyou..andholdyou .

Me:Imissyoutoobabe,can'twaittofeelyou

Enhle:youknowwhatImissthemost?

Me:dotell

Enhle:yourveryhardworkingdeliciousbigD

♥



Me:mmhgirl,yousonaughty...lookbabeI'dlove

tochatthewholenight,butIhavetogo

Enhle:aawwokay

Me:don'tbelikethat,we'lltalkmoretomorrow

whenIseeyou

Enhle:tomorrow!?Yeyi!Can'twait.

OhGodhelpthischild,she'ssoshallow,beauty

withnobrains

Me:yeahmetoo...goodnight

Enhle:loveyouQuinton

Me:metoobabe.

Ilogoffrightafter...Isigh,wellthisisagood

turn,IhopeMrJohnsonisnotplanningon

anythinginvolvingLisaandthediamondscause

thistimeIswearI'llkillhim,Idon'tcarewhether

LisaforgivesmeornotaslongasI'llbe

protectingher...Ireallywantedtoexplaintoher

aboutEnhlebutIthoughtitsbestIkeepitfrom



her,Isawitbestshedoesn'tknow,Iknowhow

fragileLisa'sheartiseventhoughshe'd

probablyunderstandbutIknowitwouldhurt

hercauseafterallEnhleismyexandwe'vehad

asexualrelationship,IknowLisawouldtake

moreofthatstufftoheartthanthefactthatI'm

justusingher.I'mnotreallygoodatthiswhole

explainingthingandthat'swhyIdidn'tstopher

whensheleft,shewasreallyangryandmy

explanationwouldn'tmakesensetoheratthat

state.

Ipushmywayouttotheloungeshe'sstill

sleeping,Ibrushhertummy,shemovesaround

thenlazilyopenshereyes

Ihavetokeepuptheactfornow

Me:"hey"

Shelooksatmeforawhile

Sydney:"hi"

ShetriesgettingupIgivehermyhandfor



help,shesitsup

Sydney:"whereisshe?"

Me:"sheleft"

Shelooksatmeupanddown

Sydney:"Iseeshecleanedyouup?"

Me:"yeahshedid"

Sydney:"sick,shetouchedyourshit?"

Ifeelmybloodboilinanger

Me(sighs):"yeah_itwastheonlyway"

Sydney:"wow,Iguessbeingfromthefarms

she'susedtoshit"

Ijustgaveheraveryhotslap...inmymind

Me:...

Sydney:"I'mgladshecleanedyouup,youlook

hotagain"

Fuckyou!



ShepullsmywheelchairclosertoherI'mright

infrontofher

Sherubsmycheeks

Sydney:"Ididn'trealisehowmuchmore

handsomethebeardmakesyou..…iguessat

thattimeitmadeyoulooklikeabegger"

Shelaughs

Sydney:"butnow...itsaturnon,andyour

outfit,ohmy..Idon'tknowifallowedtosaythis

toaguy..butyoulookbeautiful"

ShesmileslookingintomyeyesIsmileback

Sydney:"I'msohungry...whatwouldyouliketo

order?"

Me:"uhmyoucanorder,I'llhavesomeofthe

foodLisacookedbeforesheleft"

Shelooksatmeamused

Sydney:"sheevencooked?Wow,thankGod,I'm

tiredoffastsfoods"



Me:"whydon'tyoujustcook?"

Sydney:"I'mpregnantAmbrose...Howdoyou

expectmetocook?"

Me:"sorrythatwasinsensitiveofme"

Sydney:"yeahitwas...nowletmegodishupfor

myself"

Me:"couldyoudishupformetoo?"

Sydney:"arghnomanAmbro...I'mtiredofdoing

everythingforyou,whenwillyoulearnto

walk,you'vebeengoingfortherapybutstill..no

improvement"

Me:"I'mtryingokay!I'mtrying,itsnoteasy"

Sydney:"welltryharder..maybeifyoustarve,it'll

pushyoutoworkharder"

Me:"pleaseSydney,pleasebabe"

Ifollowedhertothekitchenpushingmyself

Shelooksatme



Sydney:"babe?Didyoujustcallmebabe?"

Me:"yeah,...Iknowthingshaven'tbeengoing

wellbetweenus,anditsmyfault,Ialwaysexpect

youtodothingsformeeventhoughyoualso

needhelpyourself..Itwasreallyselfishof

me...I'msorry"

Ibowmyheaddown

Ifeelhergettingclosertome

Sydney:"IforgiveyouAmbrose..I'msorryI've

beensomeantoyou,Iloveyouandthat'snot

whatyoudotosomeoneyoulove,please

forgiveme?"

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

ThisbitchonlylovesmewhenI'mcleanand

goodlooking

Sydney:"letmedishupforus,youmustbeso

hungry..Mypoorbaby"

Shedishesupforthebothofusweeatinthe



lounge,shelet'smeeatwholeonthe

wheelchaircauseshe'stootiredtohelpmesit

onthecouch

Sydney:"thatwasaverydeliciousmealofpasta

andminceI'veevertasted...she'sgood"

Me:"yeahsheis"

AndIneedherburiedinmyarmsrightnow

Sydney:"Iknowyou'llneverlovemelikeyou

loveher..butpleasegivemeachanceand

forgetaboutheralittle,you'llsee,we'llbevery

happywithourlittlejuniorontheway"

She'sreallylostit..lokoItellyou

Me:"youknowwhatSydney...Youright,Ishould

justforgetaboutLisa,Imeanshe'sstillto

young,shedoesn'tknowwhatshewants,Ineed

agrownwomaninmylife,who'lltakegoodcare

ofmeandhandleourtrials..Ineedawomanlike

you"



Shesmilesandputsherplateonthetablethen

pullsmychairtowardsher

Sydney:"Yes,youfinallygetit,andbesides,wego

waybackyouandI...Wereallyknoweach

other...IloveyouAmbrose"

Me:"Ifeelthesameforyou"

Shebringsherfacetomine

Sydney:"yousmellsonice..likestrawberries"

Me:"ohyeah?"

YesterdayIsmeltlikeshit

Sydney:"yeah..Iwantyouinsideme"

Okay,howamIgoingtoavoidsex..wait,thisis

mychance

Me:"Sydney...Baby,I'mreallynotinthemood

tonight"

Shefrowns

Sydney:"oh?ButIthoughtwewerehavinga



moment?"

Me:"yesbabe,wewere,butI'mjustsotired,I

haven'tsleptpeacefullyinweeksbecauseof

discomfort,thiswillbemyfirstnightsleepingin

afullstomachandcleanbedandjusthavea

peacefulsleep"

Wellthatisverytrue,Ineedtherest

Sydney:"Ambrose..I'mheavilypregnant,you

theonewhoknockedmeup,andI'msureyou've

heardaboutpregnantwomanhormones,now

pleasebabeit'lljustbeaquickie"

Sherubsmydick

Sydney:"ohmy,whenlastdidIgetagoodbig

dick,Ineedit"

Idon'tknowifmydickisnumborwhatbutits

justnotreactingtohertouch,itssoftasa

cushion

Shelooksatmefrowned



Sydney:"whyisitsosoft?"

Ishrug

Me:"ItoldyouIneedtosleepandsodoesmy

dick"

Sydney(agitated):"shehadsexwithyoudidn't

she!?"

Me(confused):"what?"

Sydney:"Lizzy?Shegaveyoupussydidn't

she,that'swhyyousotired?"

HowIwishwhatsheissayingistrue,great,I'm

imaginingitnow,hersexyroundasstwerking

andsquirtingonmemakingmeloosemymind!

IshouldstopbeforeIgethardthenthisbitch

thinksitsbecauseofher

Me:"Sydney..Let'sjustdropit"

Shegetsuplookingfurious.,.Thereitis,just

whatIwanted,thecrazySydney



Sydney(shouting):"Whycan'tyoujustlistento

me!!Youcan'tevenpresenttocareaboutme!!

I'mcarryingyourbabyforyoubutyoucan'teven

doalittletohelp,likegivinghimthenutrients

fromyoursperms!!DoIhavetobegyoufor

sex!!"

Me:"youknowwhatSydney..I'msickandtired

ofyourbullshitItrytotalknicelywithyoubut

youalwayshavetoforcethings!!Whycan'tyou

bepatient!?Itsjustsex!!Whydoyouhavetoact

socheap!!"

Shegaspslookingatmeindisbeliefandtotal

shockandtheroomfillswithsilence..beforeI

knowitahotslapacrossmyfaceburningmy

cheek

Mybreathgetsheavierwithmyteethclenched

asIfeeltheurgetostranglethelifeoutofher

Me:"did_you_just_slap_me?"

Shelooksatmeterrifiedbutregainsher



composureandlooksproudofherselfbut

unsureatthesametime

Sydney:"youpushedmeandI'lldoitagain!"

Iattempttogetupbutholdmyself

Sheburstsintolaughter

Sydney(laughing):"whatareyoutryingtodo?

Getup?Hhahaha!....youacrippleAmbrose!You

can'tdoanythingtome!!Youuseless!!Younot

manenough!!Youuselesssonofabitch...you

stuckwithme..andifyoudon'tstartrespecting

meandgivingmewhatIwantwhenIwant

it...you'llbegettingmoreofthese!"

Sheslapsmeagain,Iclosemyeyesandtakein

theburn,sheslapsmemultipletimes

Sydney:"You'lllearntoloveandrespectme

today!!"

Me:"Never!!..youcrazy..youthreatenedtokillmy

baby!!I'llneverloveyou!!..Never!!



Ineedtomakehermoreangry

Sydney:"youtheonewhopushedme,youmake

mesoangry!!"

Me:"Youarecapableofmurder!!I'llnever

respectyou!!Youarapist!!!Ahoe!Howcould

youforcesyourselfonaman!!...

"SHUTUP!!JUSTSHUTUP!!!"

Shesnapsandpushesmywheelchaircausingit

tofallonitsback,Imanagedtobalancewithmy

handsbutIdidn'tlethernoticeIpretendedto

behurtasifIhitmyheadhard

Sydney:"yousoevil...Iloveyousomuchbutyou

justkeepbreakingmyheart!!!"

Shekicksmemultipletimesontheribs,Igroan

inpain,shedragsmybodytothekitchenand

leavesmeonthefloorasshegoestowardsthe

drawandpullsouta....gun!!!!??..wheredidshe

getthat!?



Me:"Sydney....Baby...calmdown....wheredid

you...

wheredidyougetthat?"

Shelaughsanevillaugh

Sydney:"Iwasgoingtokillyoufirstthenme,but

Iwon'tkillyou,youalreadydeadwithoutyour

legs,you'llbemoredeadwhenIletyoulivewith

thetraumaofyourbabyandhismotherdyingin

frontofyou!"

Itrytoslidemyselftoher

Me:"don'tdothis....PleaseOKokay..Iloveyou.I

respectyou...

*Bhaahh!"

Iclosemyeyes...assilencefillstheroomafter

thegunshot,Iprayshedidn'tkillherself,I'm

afraidtoopenmyeyes,Iopenoneeye,andthe

gunisrightonmyface

Sydney:"nexttimeIwon'tmiss"



Okay,thisisenoughevidencethatshe'scrazy

Igrabthegunfromherandstanduponmyfeet

Shelookspetrifiedashermouthiswideopen,in

totalshock,Ipointthegunather

Me:"youknowwhat.,..ifyouwanttodieso

bad,maybeIshouldjustfinallygiveyouwhat

yousodesperatelywanted!?"

Sheshakesherheadcontinuously

Sydney(starttering):"II....whendidyou?How

didyou?..youyoustanding...you..your

legs..they..they...

Me:"shutup!!!"

Shefoldshermouthshut

Idirectherwiththegun

Me:"thatway"

Imakeherleadthewaytothesecurityback

room,Iopen



Sandile:"hawu...boss..what's..."

Hetrailsoffasheseesmeonmylegs

Me:"I'llexplainlater"

Heshakeshishead

Sandile:"nah...I'mjusthappyyoubackboss"

Sandilealsoworksformeinthefamily

businesses,that'swhyhehasconnections

IpushSydneyinside

Me:"keepaneyeonheratalltimes,makesure

shedoesn'ttryanythingstupidliketrytokillmy

baby...makesuresheeats,don'tlethergo

hungryanythingshewantstoeat,butnottoo

muchjunkallthetime...takegoodcareof

her,anddon'tletherleavethisgate,she's

allowedtotakeswalksaroundtheyard,but

she'snotallowedinsidemyhouse"

Henods

Sandile:"gotitboss...she'singoodhands"



Me:"Iknow"

Iwinkathimandturntowalkaway..butIturnto

lookathim

Me:"andonemorethingSandile"

Helooksatmelisteningattentively

Sandile:"yesboss?"

Me:"don'tyoudarefuckher...nomatterhow

hornyshegets"

Helaughs

Sandile:"I'lltrynotto"

Me:"I'mseriousSandile....That'smybabyin

there,Idon'twanthimseeingothermen'sdicks"

Helaughslouder

Sandile:"butboss,hecouldlearnathingortwo"

Ilaugh

Me:"No!Leavethattome...oncehe'soutof

therethoughandoldenoughofcause"



WelaughbeforeIwalkaway

Me:"goodnightSandile"

IsayasIwalkaway

"(Laughing)goodnightgroetman"

Ilocktheslidingdoorandsighshakingmyhead

andlaughing

Me:"thatwassomecrazyshit...nowIhave

enoughevidencetoputthatbitchbehindbars

orapsychopathichomeforlife..andassoonas

thatbabyisbornI'llhavefullcustodyofhim"

Now,onebitchdown,onemoretogo

LISA



THENEXTDAY

Trriiiiiiiii!!Triiiii!!!!!

Ilazilymovemyhandsaroundlookingformy

phoneunderthepillow

Trrriiiiii!!Trriiiii!!

IfinallyfinditIopenoneeyeandswitchoffthe

alarmwellIputitonsnooze,damn,somuch

noise!Ishouldchangeittoacalmertone,even

thoughthatwillmakemewanttosleepeven

more

Iclosemyeyes

Trriiiiii!!Trriii!!!!!

Me(sleepy):"mmhjustfivemoreminutes"

Isnoozeitagainandsleep



Trrii!!

Iquicklyjustswitchitoffandgobackto

sleep..aahhfinally!

...

"Starshipsweremeanttoflyyyyhandsupand

touchtheskyyy!!Let'sdoonelasttiiimmee!!!."

Arghcan'tagirlgetabreakIanswerit

aggressively

Me:"WHAT!!??"

"YOH...geezsomeonewokeupatthewrong

sideofthebed?"

Me:"Thelma,I'mreallybusyrightnow"

"Yeah,yourvoicesaysitall...didyouseethe

time!!Openthedoorplease!"

Isluggishlysitup

Me:"unesicefeyaz"(yousoirritatingyouknow)

"You'llthankmeonceyouseethetime"



Ilookatmyphoneanditspasteight

Me:"itshalfpasteight..so?"

"Youknowschoolsopentodayright?"

Myheartbeatsonskyhigh..Itotallyforgot

Me:"What!!Whydidn'tyoutellme!!Whydidn't

anyonewakemeup!!"

"Uhmmmthat'scauseyoustayalone?"

Me:"mxm!"

Idropthecallandruntogoopenthedoorfor

herthenruntothebathroom,Ijustwashmy

faceandbrushmyteeth...thisalwayshappens

tomeonfirstdays!!EvenwhenIstayedwith

Quinton!Iruntotheroomandthrowallmy

clothesoutofmysuitcaselookingfor

somethingIcanwearwithoutironingit,Isettle

forsweatpantsandvest!Itiemymessyhair

intoalazyponytail,Ilooklikesometomboy

snob,Iputredlipstickjusttoaddalittlelifeon



mydullface

"HurryupLisa!!"

Me:"I'mcoming!"

Iputonmyrunningtakkies

AfterI'mdoneIgrabmybagandmarchtothe

door

Me:"let'sgo"

Thelma:"finally"

Wegetinhercarandshespeedsoff

Thelma:"can'tbelieveyoumademelateonmy

firstday"

Me:"Itotallyforgotschoolsopentoday!"

Thelma:"butdudelastnightoverthephoneits

allweweretalkingabout,andhowexcitedIam

thatatleastIhaveyoutoguidemearound"

Me:"yeahyeah...mysleephotthebetteroutof

me..itsjustlastnightwasthefirsttimeintwo



monthsIgotapeacefulsleep"

Thelma:"someonedidn'tenjoyherholidays"

Me:"youdon'tknowthehalfofit"

Wearriveatcampus,nothingwasdonein

classesasusualjusttheintroductions,Istill

don'tgetwhyIevenbothercomingfirstdays

I'mwalkingwithThelma,Ijustcameoutfrom

mythirdclassandI'mjustshowingheraround

Thelma:"wow,thiscampusisbig"

Me:"notreally..itsbecauseitsyourfirstday..

Don'tbefooled"

Shelaughs

Myeyeslockwithhersasshecomestowards

us

Me(mummery):"ohgodshedarescome

towardsmeI'llkillher,Iswear!"

Thelma:"what!?Whatyoutalkingabout!?"



ShelooksatthedirectionI'mlookingat

"HeyLisa"

Shestandsinfrontofme,Itrytocarryonwith

myway,ignoringherbutsheholdsmyarm

Me:"don'ttouchme"

Yonela:"comeonLisa....Canyoujusthearme

out..Ihaveagoodreason"

Me:"reasonorexcuse?"

Yonela:"mybrotherisinacoma"

IgaspIfeelmyheartache

Me:"Noo!?.."

Yonela:"Yeah..ithasn'tbeeneasyforthepast

threemonthsI'vebeendepressed..I'msorryI

didn'tcontactyou"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"Iunderstand..Youdon'thaveto

apologise...IjustwishIhadknowntobethere



foryou"

Yonela:"youhadyourownproblemswith

Quintonandstuff,Ididn'twanttoaddmore"

Ipullherintomyembrace

Me:"Iloveyousomuch,youcanneverbetoo

muchforme,nomatterhowdepressedyou

are,..nexttimepleaseaslongasI'mstill

alive,don'tkeepthingslikethisawayfromme

okay?"

Shenodsonmyshoulderwepulloutandwipe

eachotherstears

Yonela:"youstillacrybaby"

Me:"bitchplease..youarecryingtoo"

Welaugh,shelooksnexttome

Me:"oh..Yonela,thisisThelmamynew

neighbourandfriend,Thelma,thisisYonelamy

oldfriend"

Shelaughs



Yonela:"old?"

Me:"youknowasinolderlikeshe'sbeenmy

friendlongerlikeoldfriend...arghyouknow

whatImean"

Theylaughatme

Yonela:"weunderstand...youcrazyalwayshave

alwayswillbe"

Me:"shutup..!"

Thelma:"IlikeyoualreadyYonela"

Yonela:"wishIcouldsaythesame"

*silence*

Welookatherindisbelief,Igiveherthe"eye"

the"WTFeye"

Shetakesoutherphoneandpressesit..isshe

forreal?Ihearacamerasound

Sheburstsintolaughter

Yonela:"thisisfory'alltoseeyourpriceless



faces!!"

Sheshowsusthepictureshejusttook

Wealllaughtogether

Me:"deletethat!"

Itrygrabitfromherbutshe'stootall

Yonela:"never!!"

Thelma(laughing):"wowy'allbothcrazy!...we'll

getalongjustwell"

Yonela:"NowIlikeyoutoothelms"

Me:"wow,youjustknewherforwhat?Two

secondsandyoualreadyhaveanickname?"

Yonela(smirks):"jealousmuch?"

Me:"mxm!Whatever!"

TheylaughatmeasIwalkinfront

....

Classesarenowallover



Thelma:"guysIjustdon'tfeellikegoinghome

rightaway"

Me:"metwo"

Yonela:"methree"

Thelma:"whydon'twegoout?"

Me:"out?...Eish,inthemiddleofFebruary?"

Yonela:"yeahwebroke"

Inudgeher,shedoesn'thavetoputitout

there...middleofFebruarywasalreadyenough

message!ThisgirlMara..embarrassingmein

frontofarichkid..Lolasifwecare

Thelma:"itsonme,let'sgotosandtonmall"

Yonela:"won'tsaynotofreedinner"

Inudgeheragain

Me:"whatshemeansis....we'dloveto,..ifit

won'tbemuch..."

Thelma:"comeonLisa...I'mnotthatkindofrich



girl...youshouldknowthatbynow..youdon't

havetobeformalwithme"

Me:"Iknowthat....wasjustfixingthisgirl's

manners"

Thelma:"let'sgoladies"

Yonela:"ohyeah!"

Wegetinhercarandshespeedsoffasusual

Wegettothemallanddosomewindow

shoppingmakingawholelottanoise,yonelaand

Iareusuallyveryloudtogether,withThelmain

thepack,weextraloud,andwedrawingattention

toourselves,Idon'tknowhowmanytimeshave

guysstoppedmeto"talk"tome..nxa!Idon't

havetimeforjerks!..andwhatdotheysee

anyway,Ididn'teventakeabath

today..lol..seis!!..

Yonela:"LisaIdon'tbelieveyou!Thatguywas

socute!!"



Thelma:"yeah...andsodamnneatAF!"

Yonela:"ifonlyhestoppedme"

Thelma:"we'dbeorganizingourthirddateby

now"

Iburstintolaughter

Me:"toofast...downgirl!"

Thelma:"let'sgotothatnewrestaurantthatjust

opened"

Yonela:"youmeantheonethatonlypeoplewho

dresslikesecretagentsandbeautyslayqueens

goto?"

Welaughatherreaction,thesetwoarelife!

Thelma:"exactlythatone"

Me:"let'sgo..whoknows,withtheamountof

guyswhohavebeencheckingusout,wemight

justeatforfree!"

Yonela:"Ilovehowyouthinkfriend"



Welaughandmakeourwaythere,wefinda

niceboothrightattheback..yepthatwasmy

idea..farcornerends..plusitwillbefunMaking

uprichpeopleslifeastheycomein,Iwish

Quintonwashere,hewasthebestwhenitcame

toourweirdgame..arghIshouldreallystop

thinkingabouthim!!

Me:"okaythatoneisdefinitelyherBlesser...no

waytheyarearealcouple"

Yonela:"helooksoldenoughtobeherfather"

Thelma:"Grandfathereven!Lookatallthat

greynessonhisface!"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"geeztheugurlmustbedesperate....he's

notevencute!"

Welaugh,Ishouldstopthisgame,ifIhaveto

buildastrongrelationshipwithGod,whoknows

maybethatgirlhasnochoicebuttobewith

thatoldman



Yonela:"whatabouther..lookatthatdress,she

definitelycameforfreedinner!"

Ichucklealittle

Thelma:"what'swrongLisa?..Comeonyouthe

bestatthis"

Me:"naahhIdon'tfeellikeplayinganymore"

Yonela:"ohcomeon,ourorderwilltakeawhile"

Thelma:"yoohhhguys...thatcouple!!!Comeon

Lisa!Iknowyouwillhavesomethinggoodto

sayaboutthem!!!"

She'slookingbehindme

Me:"somethinggood?Ihavetoseethis?"

Iturn....myblooddropandmyheartsinks

Yonela:"uhm...Lisa..,..Don'tmindhim"

Iturnbacktothem

Thelma:"what'swrong?Youlooklikeyou've

justseenaghost?"



Iswallowmylump

Me:"let'sgo"

Thelma:"butwejust....

Me:"let'sjustgoplease"

Yonela:"weshouldlistentoher...let'sgo"

Thelma:"butwhataboutourorder"

Me:"please"

Igetupandwalkfastsqueezingbetween

people'stables,Ineedtogetoutofherassoon

aspossiblebeforeIfaint

Itripandfall,alleyesonme..greatcouldn'tIfall

outsidetherestaurant,Igetupandlookat

them,hiseyesaregluedonmeshockedtosee

me,welooksateachotherforawhile,Ifeel

tearsthreatening...Enhlewavesatme,that's

whenIMarchoutrunning

"Lisa!Wait!"



IignorehimandrunouttillI'moutsidethemall,I

stopandholdonmykneesasItrytocatchmy

breathafewminuteslaterThelmaandyonela

arehuffingnexttome

Yonela:"let'sgo...we'llsleepoveratyourplace

Lisa"

Inodandwedriveaway

Whydoesithurtsomuch!?He'sfreetomove

on.,.youdidn'texpecthimtoholdontoyounow

didyouLisa?...NoIdidn't!ButIdidn'texpect

himtodoitsoquickly..Holdinghands

laughing..helookedsohappy?Sotheyreallyare

backtogether,thesadpartisthattheygotback

whileIwasstillinthepicture...SoIreallyam

done?IneverbelievedmyselfwhenIsaid

it...butnow,nowIthinkIdo...sincehe'sclearly

done,didheevenloveme?Ever?..I'mshattered,

Idon'tknowwhattothink,whattobelieve?What

todo?..I'mstuck



Yonela:"we'llneedawholelottaicecream"

Thelma:"why?"

Yonela(sighs):"I'llexplainlater...fornow,let'stry

cheerherup"

Thelma:"I'llbuyextrajunkandIhavethebest

latestromcoms"

Yonela:"good...youdownwiththatLisa?"

Ilookatthemandforceasmile

Me:"Yeah..thanksyouguys"

Thelma:"weloveyoutoo"

[07/30,13:18]Ron:Insert54



LISA

Ilovethesetwogirlshere,theydidn'tevengive

meachancetooverthinkthings...Wejust

laughedandmatchedourselveswiththat

actorsinthemovieswewatched.,wenow

gettingreadyforschool.Wewokeupearlyand

freshenedup,Ihadtobathwithyonelainthe

bathtubtonotwastetoomuchwaterwhile

Thelmatookabathonherownbeforeus..yoh

she'sanearlybird..Ithroughtshe'dgogetready

atherplacebutshegotreadywithus..they

fetchedtheirclothesyesterdaybeforewecame



here.

Thesunisblazinghot,soIwearmydenimjean

shorts,theyreallyshortbutnotbumshortkind,I

wearmywhiteshirt,itsseethrough,soIweara

whitebraunderneathandmywhitesandals,this

timeIcombedmyhairnicely,Itieditupintoa

pony,itsgrowntobeverylong,Ileavetheloose

endsinthesidestohangsinceIcan'ttiethem

theyshort,Icombmybabyhairneatly,putmy

eyelinerandmascara,thenputmymaroon

mattlipstick...Ifeelbrandnew,I'mdonecrying

overpeoplewhohavemovedon...itstimeIalso

moveon.

Igrabmybagandheadtomyemptylounge

Me:"let'sgogirls!"

Yonela:"Finally!"

Thelma:"thoughtwe'dneverleave!"

Theycomplainaswemakeourwayout



Me:"boohoo..Putasockonit!"

Wedrivetocampusplayingmusiconskyhigh

tillwereachedcampusandwentourseparate

ways..greatIstartmydaywithhumanities!I

hatethatclasswithpassion,actuallyitsthe

lecturethatIhate!He'ssonotpassionateabout

hisjobandhe'smakingtheclassboringforthe

restofus.Butthisyear,I'mpullingupmysocks,I

needtogobacktomyA+gameI'msickand

tiredofBsthat'ssonotme,andwithnomanin

mylife,everythingwillgojustright!.

Wearenowwaitingforourlastclassforthe

dayandjustwalkingaroundcampus

Thelma:"noonetoldmevarsityguysare

soooooohot!"

Yonela(rollshereyes):"typicalfreshmens"

Ilaugh

Me:"ohpleasewewerealsolikethisduringour

firstyear"



Thelma:"there'sthisguyinoneofmyclasses

ohGodhelookslikesomeAsianguy...he'snot

fromSouthAfricaIswear!He'ssupperhot!"

Me:"didyoutalktohim?Lethimnoticeyou?"

Thelma:"Itriedansweringlotsofquestions...

Butdololoattention"

Welaughather

Yonela:"yousureyouansweredthequestions

correctly?"

Me:"shehasapointyousureyoudidn't

embarrassyourself?"

Thelma:"truthbetoldhalfofmyanswerswere

wrongandsoirrelevanttothequestionsasked"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"don'tworrygirl,I'msurehenoticedyou..."

Yonela:"yourstupiditythatis!"

Welaughagain



Thelma(laughing):"EishMara,hecan'tblamea

girlfortrying!"

Me:"truethat..agirl'sgottadowhatagirl's

gottado"

Yonela:"thedayThelmagetsthatguy,willbethe

dayI'llaskaguyoutformyself"

Thelma:"Ihaveanidea"

Me:"ohboi!Disasteryodwa"

Thelma:"ifIgetthatguysnumber,Idareyouall

toalsogetacuteguysnumber"

Weremainquietlookingateachotherbefore

yonelaandIburstintolaughter

Yonela:"Deal!"

Me:"Deal!....causethat'llneverhappen,afterthe

wayyouembarrassedyourself"

Thelma:"we'llseeaboutthat,I'llgetitbeforethe

endoftoday"



Yonela:"Ican'twaittoseethis!"

Welaughandtalkaboutotherrandomthings

untilournextclass

....

Me:"soyoudidit?Didyoudoit!?Whereisit!

Huh!?Huh!?Huh!?"

I'msoexcitedIdon'tknowwhy

Yonela:"mxm...shedidn'tdoit...shedoesn't

havetheguts!...Isawtheguyshe'stalking

about,he'stoohottotalkto"

Thelmakeepsquiet

Iclapmyhands

Me:"comeoncomeon...didyou!?Didn'tyou!?"

Thelma:"I..Ijustcouldn't...

Yonela:"haaaaIknewit"

Thelma:"couldn'tletanopportunityslipme

by!!!!"



Sheflashesapieceofpaperonourfaces

Weallscreamjumpingupanddown..Igrabthe

paperfromher,andit'srealnumbers

Me:"ohOMGeeeeeeee....can'tbelieveyou

actuallydidit!!"

Yonela:"aaahhhhIcan'tbelievethis!!"

Thelma:"inyourfacebitcheeeees!!!WhosaidI

couldn'tdoiiittttt!!"

Welaughandcalmdown

Me:"okayokay...Wait.Forallweknowthis

couldbeyourhandwritingandyoujustwrotea

numberdown,howdoweknowitsreallyhis?"

Yonela:"thereheis!"

Shepointsattheguy.

Me:"daaaaaaammmn!!!....theniggarishot...like

pelepele"



Thelma:"offlimitsLisakhanya!!"

Ilaughstickingmytongueather

Me:"neversaidwenotallowedtogetthesame

guysnumber?"

Shegivesmeadeadlook

Istickmytongueoutagain

Me:"chillgirl...alreadyhaveinsecurities,y'allnot

evendating"

Thelma(smilesproudly):"YET!"

Me:"confidentmuch?"

Yonela:"Iknow...whydon'twecallthisnumber

whilewelookingathimandseeifhepicksup"

Me:"goodidea...youbetterprayyoutellingus

thetruth,causeyouabouttoget

bastuuuuurrrrd!"

Welaughandlookateachother



Me:"don'tlookatme,Idon'thaveairtime"

Yonela:"wellheisyourguyThelmasoyoucall

him"

Shelaughsatusandtakesoutherphoneand

callshim..wewatchhimcarefullyashefeels

hispocketsthentakesouthisphone

Me:"ohmygoshisitacoincidenceorhisphone

isactuallyringingwhilewecalling?"

YonelalooksatmeasifI'mcrazy

Yonela:"yousodumb"

Me:"shutup!"

Thelma:"heyhello"

Weseehimtalkingtothephone

Thelma:"I'mgood..Sothisismynumber,just

wantedtoletyouknow"

Weseehimlaughing...damnhiscuteandthe

phoneisonloudspeakersowecanhearhis



deepcutevoice

Thelma:"okaythen...lateritis..I'llholdyouto

that"

Hechucklesanddropsthecall

Welookatherandscreamoutloud

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyouactuallydidit...You

HOOOEEE!!!"

Yonela:"BITCH!!!"

Thelma:"whothebaddest?Bowdownbitches!!"

Webowather

Me:"yougotgutsshame,gutswithliverItell

you"

Yonela:"ayisaluteman!"

Welaughandheadtothecaraswedrivehome

Thelma:"now...y'allnextbyendoftomorrow

youshouldhaveacuteguysnumber"

Me:"yohalltheseguysaresolame...there'sno



cuteguysanymore"

Yonela:"Ialreadyhavemanycuteguysonmy

contactlist"

Thelma:"nope...itshouldbeatotal

stranger..comeonguyswehadadeal"

Shemakesasadface

Me:"aaarrrghfine!...tomorrowitis...I'mgetting

thecutestguythanally'alllosers"

Yonela:"we'llseeaboutthat"

Welaughandhaveotherrandomconversations

Theydropmeoff

I'mnowallaloneinthislonelymiserablehouse,

Igototheroomandthrowmyselfonthebed

Itakemyphoneandplaywithmyphone..I

thinkaboutmygirlsandfindmyselflaughing,I

lovethosetwo..IcomeacrossBella'scontact

onmyWhatsAppchats,Ihaven'ttalkedtoherin

awhile...asifshecansenseImisshershe



calls...wow,sheneverceasestoamazeme

Me:"heybells"

Bella:"heyliss"

Me:"howdidyouknowI'mmissingyou?"

Bella:"causeImissedyoutoo"

Me:"aawwwyousosweet"

Bella:"notassweetasQuintonthough"

Mymooddropsandmysmiledisappears

Me:"Bella...youjusthadtobringhimup"

Bella:"Iknowthingsarenotgoingwellfory'all

now,I'msorry,butLisainallhedoes,hisheartis

inagoodplace"

Me:"Idon'tcareBella..Quintondoesn'twantto

involvemeinanything,healwaysshutsmeout

andendsuphurtingmeevenmore"

Bella(sighs):"thistimehereallytookitfar...even



thoughhe'sinagoodplacebutthisisyour

heartafterall,andhe'shurtingyou....I

completelyunderstandifyounevertakehim

back,butitsagoodthingyouforgivehimso

easily..Iknowyourgiftwillbedoingwonders

prettysoon"

Me:"yeah...I'mdonewithQuintonBella...Itstime

Ilearntolivewithouthim"

Bella:"Iunderstand,Ihopethatworksoutfor

you,causeyoureallydon'tbelonganywhereelse

butwiththatman,OnceGodhaschosentheone

foryou,itcannotbereversed..ButLisa,liveyour

lifegirl,itsalluptoQuintonnow,youhavedone

yourfight...Itstimeforhimtofight"

Me:"youknowBella...Forthefirsttime,Iagree

withyou..I'mmovingonwithmylife"

Bella:"youdothat...justbecareful,there's

dangercomingyourway"

Me:"seriouslyBella,doyoueverhavegood



newsforme?Itsalwaysbadbadbad...mxm"

Bella:"itsnotlikeI'mmakingitupLisa"

Me(sighs):"IknowIknow...I'llbecareful"

Bella:"keepyourdiamondsclosetoyou"

Me:"Iwill"

Bella:"IloveyouLisa"

Me:"IloveyoutooBella"

Bella:"nowyoudon'thavetogolookingforthat

cuteguysnumbers,causeyouabouttogeta

callrightnow"

Me(shocked):"howdidyouknowaboutthat!?"

Bella:...

Me:"hello!?...hello?"

Arghshedropped..aphonecallcomes

thereafter

Itsanumberthat'snotsaved



Me:"yah"

"Hey..IsthisLisa?"

Me:"whowantstoknow?"

"Tsepowantstoknow"

Isituponmybuttasmyheartbeataccelerates

Me:"tsepo...tsepo.."

"Theguyfromtheparty,whoyousavedhislife?"

Me:"oohhhhthatTsepo..."

I'msobad

"Yeahthattsepo"

Me:"okay..hitsepo"

"HiLisa"

Me:"whatmakesyoucallsolate?"

"Ican'tstopthinkingaboutyou...thewayyou

savedmylife..howbeautifulyouare..howbadI

wanttoseeyouagain"



AsmilecreepinasIbitemybottomlip

Me:"that'salotofthinking"

Hechuckles

"Youwouldn'tbelievethethingsIhadtodoto

getyournumber"

Me:"I'mguessingitinvolvesstealingsomeone's

phone?"

Helaughs

"Youtoosmart...Lisa,I'msothankfultoyou,I

meanIshouldbedead"

Me:"yeahyoushould...Verydead,sixfeetunder"

"Damngirl!Doyouhavetobesospecific?"

Ilaugh

Me:"mybad"

"WellnexttimeI'mabouttodie,youthefirst

personI'llcall"

Ilaugh



Me:"don'tjokeaboutdeathwena,I'dhateitifit

cametrue"

"Aawwyousayingyou'dbemiserablewithout

me?"

Ilaugh

Me:"haayouwishshame!"

"YouknowLisa...I'maroundyour

neighborhood,doyoumindifIseeyou?"

Me:"youwhat!?Whereareyou?"

"I'moutsideThelma'shouse,Ibelieveyoustay

nextdoor?"

Me:"yeahIdo"

"Pleasecomeout..Ireallyneedtoseeyou"

Me:"whydoyouneedtoseemesobad?"

"Iwanttothankyouproperly...Iknowyou

haven'tcookedyetitsstillearly..Iwanttotake

yououtforsupper,justtothankyou..youknow



savingsomeone'slifeisabigdeal"

IsmileandbitemybottomlipasIthink

carefully

Me:"I'llberightout"

"Yes!I'llbewaiting"

Idropthecallandgetup,Ilookatmyselfinthe

dressingtablemirror...Ireallydon'tfeellike

changing,andbesidesitshot,thisoutfitisfine,I

don'towehimanyswag

Irenewmylipstickandmascara,thenpuffmy

finishingCologne,I'vehadthissincelastyear..I

don'tknowwhyI'mputtingeffortforthis

guy,actuallyitsnotforhim..wearegoingtoeat

outsoI'mdoingitforthepublic.

Igrabmybagandwalkoutlockingthedoor

behindme

IlookaroundasI'mnowoutthegate,he'satthe

othernextdoorofThelma'sbighouse,Ifeel



embarrassed,thehousehe'sparkedinfrontof

isabigmansion,myhouseistheonlyoddone

outinthisstreet

Iwavemyhand,heflasheshislightsthen

slowlydrivestowardsme...yyuuuhhhthecar!!

Thecar!!ThelatestJaguarF-typesportscara

redone..myfavouritecolourwhenitcomesto

cars,heparksrightinfrontofme...ohmyGosh!

Ifeelsoimportantrightnow!!Ahhhh!!Ifyonela

andThelmawereherewe'dbescreamingout

lungsout!!!!Damn!!

I'mafraidtoeventouchit,hegetsoutand

comestowardsme,inslowmotion..Fuck!!He's

clothes!!!Nooo!!Lookingthisgoodshouldbe

illegal!!Whyishestillinschoolagain!?He's

wearingVersacefromheadtotoe..shorts

showinghisfinehairylegs,asimpleshirtthat

hugshisbodyandasportsjacket,hehasthose

reallyniceplayboyfadehaircuts.

Tsepo:"goodeveningMiss"



Hestretcheshishandforahandshake??

Istretchmyhandtoo,hepullsmyhandpulling

meintohisarmsandhugsme..Ilaugh

Me:"didn'tknowyouwerethehuggingtype"

IsayasIinhalehisCologneonhisneck,oh

man..hesmellssomanly

Tsepo:"I'mahuggersothismighttakeawhile"

Hehashisarmswrappedroundmywaistwhile

myarmsarearoundhisneck..Thishugisway

toolongformyliking

Me:"howlongisawhileexactly?"

Tsepo:"afewmoreminutes"

Me:ookaay"

Westayinthehuggingpositionforawhile..his

smell..I'mgonnaloosemysensesifhedon'tlet

mego!ItsbeenawhilesinceI'vebeenthis

closetoaguy...Quintonisthe....great!He'sin

mymindagain..Ipulloutofthehug



Me:"yousuffocatingmedude"

Helaughsholdinghischest

Tsepo:"ouch...IwasenjoyingyourCologne,you

smellreallygood"

Me:"Iknow"

Helooksatmeamused

Me:"willyouopenthedoororshouldIdoit

myself?"

Helaughslouder

Tsepo:"Yesmam!Mybad"

Heopensthedoor

Tsepo:"please...getin"

Iwinkathimandmakemywayinside

Hedrivesusto,Idon'tknowwherebutweina

veryfancyrestaurant,Idon'tlikeitwhenguys

flashtheirmoneytoimpressagirl,Imean

there'ssomanythingsyoucoulddotoimpress



agirl,notallofusareafterthemoney,butImust

sayTsepoisreallyfuncompany,he'sfunnyin

hisownweirdway,hissarcasmisonanother

level,Ihavetothinkaboutwhathejustsaid

beforeIgetitandlaughmygutsout

Tsepo:"yousoslow"

Me:"dudeyourjokesarecomplicated"

Helaughsthenstop..hedoesn'tlaughforlong

justfourha'sandthat'sitlikehahahahathen

he'sdonelaughing

Me:"youshouldlearntolaughmore"

Tsepo:"areyoukiddingme..thisisthehardest

I'velaughedinmylife"

Ilookathimindisbelief

Tsepo:"I'mkidding,I'mnotthatweird"

Iburstintolaughter,thisguythough

I'msoloud..alltheserichpeopleinherekeep

glancingatmeasthoughI'mcrazy



Ourfoodcame,IorderedsomethingIdon'teven

knowcauseIdidn'tknowanythinginthatmenu

Ilookatitdisgusted

Tsepo:"somethingwrongwithyourfood?"

Ilookathimandsmilethenshakemyhead

Me:"no...noeverythingisperrfect"

Tsepo:"youdon'tknowwhat'sonyourplatedo

you?"

Ilaughandshakemyhead

Me:"nope..noideaatall"

Helaugh

Tsepo:"meneither"

Weburstintolaughter

Me:"youlyingyouusedtothesethings"

Tsepo:"actuallyI'mnot...Ilikethesimplethings

thatIknowhowtopronouns"



Me:"whatashocker...whydidyouevenbringme

here..nothingherecostslessthanfivehundred

Rand..whichisabsolutelyabsurd!"

Tsepo:"let'sgosomewhereelse?"

Me:"youcrazy?Wehavetofinishthisfood,we

can'twastetwothousandRandfood...that'smy

twomonthsgroceries"

Helaughs

Tsepo:"itsmymoneyandIsaylet'sgo!"

Hetakesouthiswaletandleavesthemoneyon

thetablethenpullsmeout,Ican'tatoplooking

backatthatmoneyinthetable

Me:"areyousuretheygoingtoseeit?Whatif

someonetakesitbeforethewaiter?Dopeople

dothisinreallife?"

Tsepo:"chill,there'scameraseverywhere,they'll

know"

Isigh,hetakesmetoNandos..myfavourite,I



lovetheirmeat,weeat,I'msurprisedheeats

withhishands,nonofthatforkandknifestuff

He'sreallytoodowntoearthandcoolforarich

kid...whenweweredonehetookmehome,the

attentionIwasgettingfromgirlswhilewalking

withhimisalmostasmuchastheattentionI

getwhenI'mwithQuinton..Wellhe'sworse,I

swearagirlwouldwalkuptohimandflirtwith

himcompletelyignoringmypresence!?Like

whatthehell?That'soneofthethingsIhate

withbeingwithaveryhandsomeguy..itslike

youwalkingwithapeaceofmeatthrougha

bunchofhungrylionesses.

Tsepo:"aahman..thisistheendofournight

already"

Weparkedacrossmyhouse

Me:"sadly,yes...thanksfortheamazingnight"

Tsepo:"Istilloweyou..Ioweyoumylife"

Me:"youdon'towemeTsepo"



Tsepo:"doesanyoneelseknowaboutyour

wonderfulgift?"

Me:"No...justafewclosefamilymembersand

friends"

Tsepo:"youdon'tmindifIspreadtheword?"

Ithinkcarefully

Me:"pleasedon't....Ihaven'tfullyfigureditout

yet,soIwouldn'twannagivepeoplefalsehope"

Tsepo:"areyoukiddingme..Lisa,Iwasdead..but

youboughtmebacktolife"

Me(chuckles):"comeontsepo,youweren'tdead

yet"

Tsepo:"butstillLisa...Youcompletelyhealed

me..itwassomagical,Icouldn'tbelieveit...you

should'veseenyourgreeneyes,ohmygosh,you

lookedlikeanangel"

Me:"really?"

Tsepo:"I'veneverseensuchbeautyinmy



life..yougiftedLisaandpeopleshouldknow

aboutyou"

Me:"pleasedon'ttellpeople...onlyifsomeone

reallyclosetoyouneedshelpyoucantellme

butpleasedon'tspreadtheword..I'mnotready

fortheworldtoknow"

Tsepo:"Icompletelyunderstand"

Ismileathim,he'slookingatmewiththat

seriouscutefaceofhis

Tsepo:"areyouhuman?"

Myeyeswidenshockedbyhisquestion,Itouch

myselfallovermyface

Me:"IIliketobelieveIam?"

Hechuckles

Tsepo:"itsjust..Youtoobeautiful..Its

unrealistic"

IlookdownasIfeelmycheeksheatup



Me:"thanks"

Heopenshisdoorandwalksaroundtomethen

opensthedoorformeIgetoff...

Tsepo:"Ihadagreatnightwithyou"

HeclosesthedoorandleansagainstitIstand

infrontofhim

Me:"metoo..thanks.Onceagain"

Tsepo:"weshoulddothismoreoften"

Ishyawaylookingdown

Me:"Idon'tknowaboutthat"

Tsepo:"comeon..please"

Me:"ahhTsepo...

Tsepo:"please.."

Ilookathimandhe'slookingatmewithhis

verybrownalmostgoldeyes

Me:"uhmTsepoifitsarelationshipyoulooking

for...Ican't,Ijustgotoutof....



Tsepo:"Lisa.,.canwejusthangout..without

labelinganything,we'lljusthangoutandwe'll

seewhereittakesus....Idon'tknowwhatI'm

lookingforinyou..butIknowIhavetospend

moretimewithyou"

Inod

Me:"okay...fine,Iguesswecould.....hangout"

Tsepo:"awesome...goodnight"

Me:"night"

Weshareahug,Ipulloutbuthe'sstillholding

mehekissesmycheek

Thengetsintohiscaranddrivesaway...Isigh

thenturnandheadtowardsthehousewhistling

asong,IunlockthedoorandgetinsideasIturn

toclosethedoorsomeone,blocksitwithhis

foot,IstartleasIlookuptoseewhoitis

Me:"Quinton!"

Hepushesthedoorandcomesin,hesmellslike



booze

Iclosethedoorandlockit

Me:"whendidyougethere?Ididn'tseeyour.....

NextthingIknowhistongueisshovedinmy

mouthkissingmehungrilyashepicksmeupto

wrapmylegsaroundhimwhilepinningme

againstthedoor,Idon'tknowwhythehellamI

kissinghimback!!Hesqueezesmybuttcheeks

roughlyhisonehandfindsitswaytomypunani

rubbingit,Iwaslongwet!!StophimLisa!!!Stop

Him!!Hemassagesmyboobs..ohmygoshI

missedhislips....what?No!Ipushhimaway

hardhesucksmylipsfordearlifeitshardto

pullout,Ihithischesthepullsoutandwelook

intoeachotherseyesfilledwithfire,passion

anddesire

Ibreathinandoutloudly

Me:"letgoofme"

Quinton:"No"



Hepinsmehardermakingmefeelhishard

crotchItrytomovebutI'monlymakingthings

worseformythrobbingpunaniasitsgrinding

onhishardIcan'thelpbutmoan,Ifeellike

cryingcauseIdon'twanthimtomakemefeel

thiswayrightnow.,..I'mtryingtogetoverhim

Me(breakingvoice):"putmedownQuinton"

Helooksatmeforawhilehesighsthenputs

medown

Hetakesafewstepsawayfromme

Quinton:"sorrybub.Ijustmissyousomuch"

Me:"youdrunkQuinton....gohome,your

Girlfriendmustbeworried"

Quinton:"girlfriend!?..whatgirlfriend?...I'mso

lonelybaby...Ineedyou"

Hestumblestowardtheloungeandsitsonthe

onecouchIhave

Ididn'tevenseehiscar



Me:"Quinton..Howdidyougethere?"

Quinton:"Itookataxi"

Me:"oh!....youshouldgetgoing...Whatareyou

doinghereanyway?"

Quinton:"mycarbrokedownintown...soItook

ataxi"

Me:"whydidn'tyougohome"

Quinton:"causewherethere'snoyou..itsnot

home"

Hethrowshisheadbackonthecouch

Me:"ohnonononoQuintondon'tfallasleep...

Youneedtogo,I'llcallanuberforyou"

Quinton:"youhaveanewboyfriendnow?"

Me:"mxm...justgohomeQuinton"

Quinton:"howcouldyoumoveonso

fast?...don'tyoulovememyLisa?"

He'ssupperdrunk,there'snothingdescentIcan



talkwithhimatthisstate,whenQuintonis

drunkyoucanneverhaveaconversationthat

youcanalsobepartof,hedoesallthetalking

andyoushutupandlistenthenhetalksalotof

bullshit...funnybullshit,whenweingoodterms

though

Me:"Quinton...I'mcallinganuber"

Itakemyphoneandgotocarservice

Hegrabsmyphonefromme

Quinton:"I'llsleepheretonight...Itstoolonelyin

thathouseLisa"

Helooksatmewithpuppyeyes..theonesthat

makemyheartmeltnomatterhowangryI

am,theycuteevenwhenhe'sdrunk!Ihatehim!

Isigh

Me:"you'llsleepinthatcouch"

ItsasinglesmallcouchIdon'tcarehowhe'll

sleep,that'showunwelcomedguestsare



treated..

Quinton:"I'mnotsleepinginthatcouch..haa!

Wouldyoubeabletosleeponthat?"

Me:"thenyousleeponthefloor"

Quinton:"onthiscementfloor?No"

Me:"beggerscan'tbechoosers..andIcan'tleta

drunkardsleeponmybed"

Quinton(laughing):"yoouuknowyouwantme

alluponthatbeeeed"

Irollmyeyes.Thisguyhasnorespectfor

me,howcanhecomeheredrunkknowingthat

I'llhavetogivehimaplacetolayhishead..even

thoughI'mstillangryathim,arghIdon'tknow

howIfeelabouthim..Ijustdon'twanttosee

him

Me:"Quinton..Idon'twanttomakeEnhle

mad,whoknowswhatshe'scapableof,maybe

she'sthesameasherbrotherforallweknow"



Helaughs..Iforgethowstupidheisspecially

whenhe'sdrunk

Quinton:"shecan'tbeasbadasmybaby

mama..thatwitchiscraaaaaazzeeee"

Ilaughsilentlythenstopimmediately.

Me:"I'mseriousQuinton,thisisnotright...you

shouldstayawayfromme,Idon'twanttobe

partofyourdramawithyourobsessedex'sand

babymamas"

HemakeshiswaytomyroomIholdhisarm,he

turnstolooksatme,wefreeze,seriously!!Thisis

notimeforbutterflies!Argh!

Me:"younotsleepinginmyroom"

Heyankshisarmandmakeshiswayinsidemy

bedroom,hestumblesaroundashetakesoff

hisclothes,hefellwhiletakingoffhispants,I

couldn'thelpbutlaugh..Helooksupatme

whilestillonthefloor



Quinton:"youthinkthisisfunny?"

Inodlaughing

Hetriestogetupbutkeepsstumblingonthe

floorcausehispantsarenotcompletelyoffso

hisfeetaretiedtogethermakingitimpossible

forhimtogetup...he'stoodrunkitshilarious

Quinton:"pleasehelpmeupbub"

Ishakemyhead

Me:"that'swhatyougetfornotlisteningtome"

Quinton:"I'msorry..thistimeI'lllistentoyou..I

promise"

Me:"you'llgobacktoyourhouse?"

Henodswithhiseyesclosed,hecan'tevenkeep

themopen...he'shigh,definitely.

Me:"good,...causeIreallydon'tneedyou

here..itsoverbetweenusanditwillnever.....

Quinton:"geezjusthelpmegetupandstop



breakingmyheartalready"

Iwalkuptohimandgivehimmyhandhepulls

metofallontopofhiminstead...

"AyiMarnQuinton!!"

Ishould..heburstsintolaughter,Imaintainan

angryface..yeah,I'mfailingmiserably..Iendup

laughingathisstupidhighface,Ilaymyhead

onhischestandjustlaugh,hewrapshisarms

aroundmeandwejustlaugh,atsweet

nothing..ourlaughgetsfainter,Ilistentohis

heartbeatsleepingontopofhim,Icanhearthe

sincerityinhisheartbeatbeat,thecare,mybody

isshakingasofI'mcoldornervous,heholds

metighter

Quinton:"IloveyousomuchLisakhanya

AmbroseO'Brien"

Igiggleandliftmyheadtolookathim



Me:"youmeanMthethwa"

Helaughs

Quinton:"Nope..O'Brien"

Welookintoeachotherseyes..hissmallred

eyes,he'ssohigh

Quinton:"mywife"

Ifeelmyheartbreak,asIthinkmoreabouthim

andEnhle,whoishefooling?MeorEnhle?He

can'thaveusboth,Ican'ttakeit

Quinton:"youhavetobreakupwiththatcheese

boylannywhowasallupinmybusiness,

touchingyouhere"

HetouchesmyassIwigglemybutttomovehis

hands

Quinton:"andhere"

Hetouchesmybreasts

Quinton:"hiswaseventooclosetohere"



Hetouchesmyvjmakingmegiggle

Me(giggling):"stop..stopit!!..(serious

tone)..Quinton!Stop!"

Igetoffhimcausehe'snotlisteningtome

Me:"that'sit!Youdefinitelynotsleepinginmy

room"

Hesitsonhisbuttstillonthefloorandtakes

offhispantsandshoes

Hegetsupandthrowshimselfonmybed,okayI

guesswenotlisteningtoLisa,she'sjustfarting

rotteneggs!

Quinton:"comehere...sleeprighthere"

Hepatsonthespacenexttohim..Isigh

There'snousefightinghimwhenhe'slikethis

Ican'tsleepwithonlymypantyanymorecause

he'shere,nowIhavetowearPJsitssodamn

hot,IwearmyshortPJs..Iswitchoffallthelight

andclosethewindowsandcurtainsafter



checkingthedoorifitslockedIheadtobed.I

findhimsleepingonhisbackontopofthe

covers,he'seyesareclosed..Ishakehim

Me:"Quinton!..Wakeup,yousleepingontopof

thecovers"

Quinton:"mmhmhm"

Ileavehim,causehedoesn'tlistentome,Igetin

thecoversandturnmybackonhim

"Lisa"

Hewhispersmyname

Me:"justsleepQuinton,soyoucanwakeupand

leavetomorrow"

Quinton:"whydon'tyouwantmeback?"

Isheserious?Ohwaithe'sdrunkhe'snot

serious

Me:"sleep..Ihaveschooltomorrow"

*silence*



Quinton:"youknowLisa.....

(Hiccups)...everythingIdo,Idoitforyou"

Me:.....

Quinton:"but...butyoujustdon'tunderstand

me...(silence)

Afterawhilehecontinues

Quinton:"somethingsIcan'ttell

you....(hiccups)..cause...causeitwouldblow..

.(sighs)..mycover"

Iturntofacehim,he'sfacingtheceiling,he

keepsfallingasleep

Quinton:"youthe...theonlywomanIlove"

Me:"thenwhyarewithEnhleQuinton...I

rememberhowmuchyoulovedhertoo,why

wouldyoucheatonmewithher?Justtheother

dayyouwereaskingmetotakeyouback...Itell

youtogofixyourlifeandyoudecidetofixyour

relationshipwithyourEx?"



Heremainsquietforawhile,ishesleeping?I

shakehim

Quinton:"Ijustneedtosortout...Ineedtosort

out......Ineedtosortout..

Me(sighs):"sortoutwhat?"

Hesnores..okayhe'scompletelypassedout.

Imovethecoversandhelphimgetinthem,I

tuckhiminthenturnmybackonhim.

Sortoutwhat!?HisrelationshipwithEnhle?Sort

outEnhle?Hecan'tevenexplainevenwhenhe's

drunk...Iwanttostoplovinghimsomuch,he

treatsmelikeachild,hedoesn'tletmein.

Hefiddlesaroundmovingcloserandcloserto

me,hewrapshisarmsandlegsaroundme,Itry

movinghimbuthistooheavy,Ilethimbe.

HecontinuespushingmeIkeepmovingmoving

awayhegetscloserImovehegetscloserI

moveand-----



Me:"aahhouch!"

Ifelloffthebed.Igetupandlookathim,he's

sleepingpeacefullyaccommodatingthewhole

bed..arrghIhatethedrunkQuinton!!Ishakehim

Me:"QuintonQuinton!Wakeup!Moveup

Quinton!"

Ipushhim,rollinghimbacktotheotherendof

thebed

Igetbackandsleeponmyside...Hethrows

himselfatmeagain

"Quinton!!"

Ishout,hegetsupandsitsonhisbacklooking

straightforward,Ilookathimannoyed,helooks

atme

Quinton:"bub...(hiccups)...I'mnot..I'm...

Hegetsoffthebedholdinghismouth

Quinton:"where'sthe...Bathroom!!?"



Igetupandrunwithhimtothebathroom,I

openthetoiletseathevomits

Me:"mhmhsiesmahn!!"

Irubhisback,Idon'tevenknowwhyamIdoing

this

Hefinishesandlooksatmedisgusted

Me:"water?"

Henods

IgethimwiththeglassIusetobrushmyteeth

inthebathroomandpourhimwaterthenhelp

himdrink

Quinton:"thanks"

Heleanstokissme,Istophim

Me:"ewe...nodude...youjustvomited...Sick!"

Helaughs,he'sstilldrunk

Me:"let'sgotobed"

Ihelphimupwestumbletobed



Quinton:"Iloveyoubub"

Iignorehim....ohQuinton...Itwilltakemore

thanthosethreeemptywordsformetoever

trustorletyoubackinmylifeagain

*Brrrrr....brrrrrrr.....brr..brr..brr"

Me:"oohhsickmanayiayiQuinton!Nx

uyandinyelakengoku!"(youshittingonmenow)

Helaughsalittlethenstartssnoring

Me:"mhhdamnuyanukisa!"(whatastinkbomb)

[07/30,13:18]Ron:Insert55

LISA



Trrriii,...Iswitchitoffbeforeitcangoany

further...Ilazilysitupwithmyeyesstillclosed

asIyawnandstretchmyarms....Isighthen

openmyeyes,Ilookbesidemethat'swhenI

realiseI'malone..

Me(shouts):"Quinton!!"

Inoticehisphone,watchandwalletarenotby

thesidetableanymoreandhisclothesaregone.

Wow..heleft,hecouldn'tevenfacemewhile

he'ssoberandexplainhimself,mxm,Iknewhe

wastalkingbullshitlastnight,there'snothinghe

hastosortout,he'sjustbeingamanwhore,Nx!

coward!



Igetupandgofreshenupgettingreadyfor

school

....

Me:"heyguys"

Yonela:"heyyou"

Weshareahug

IwasabouttohugThelmabutshestopsme

Thelma:"bitch....don'tyoutouchme"

YonelaandIlookateachother

Me:"andthen?"

Thelma:"don'tandthenme'...y'allbettershow

methosenumbers"

"Oohhhh"

YonelaandIsayinunison

Yonela:"wellthere'sthiscuteguywhojust

movedintheneighborhood...AndIgothis

number.….Kah-Bam!"



Sheflashedherphoneonourfaces,Igrabbed

herphonetohavealook

Me:"wow...Calvin?Mmhinteresting"

Thelma:"wowyonela...ishecutethough?"

Shepressesherphonethenflashesitonour

facesagain

Me:"youhavetostopsdoingthat"

Igrabitfromherandyeah,he'ssuperhot

Me:"guys...wheredoy'allgetthesecutemen

though?"

Thelma:"cutemenarealloverfriend,itsjustyou

aresoblindedbyonegooddickyou've

had..youcan'tevennoticetheothergorgeous

niggarsaroundyou!"

Me:"mxm...thatstupid,cowardofagoodfor

nothingdick"



Yonela:"whatdidhedonow?"

Me:"nothing..."

Thelma:"doyouwannatalkaboutit?"

Me:"no"

Yonela:"good!....now,thatnumber?"

Me:"Ididn'tgetanycuteguy'snumberguys"

Thelma:"whyamInotsurprised"

Me:"butIdohaveanewnumberonmycontact

list....acuteguymanagedtogetmynumber

instead"

Yonela:"theyjustthrowthemselvesat

you..unfair!"

Ilaugh

Me:"lifeisunfairNella"

Thelma:"sooowhoishe?"

Me:"Tsepo....."



Thelma:"Tsepo?AsinTshepisoMapulana?"

Me:"yeah...yourfriendfromtheparty"

Thelma:"yeah...howdidhegetyournumber?"

Me:"didn'ttellme..butIthinkhestoleitfrom

yourphone"

Yonela:"waitwait..holdup..soyouknowhim?"

Thelma:"yeah"

Me:"rememberItoldyouaboutthedayImet

Thelma?Andthatguy..Itoldyouabout"

ItalkwithmyeyescauseIdon'tthinkI'mready

forThelmatoknowaboutmygiftyet..Ionlytold

yonelaabouthowIsavedTsepofromtheparty

Yonela:"oohhIremember"

Thelma:"Tsepo...thatsneakybasturd,girl,justa

friendlywarning...He'sthemromantic

players..he'llloveloveyouthenbreakbreakyou

whenyouleastexpectit"



Yonela:"mmhIsinceexperience?"

Thelma:Ewwhellno...he'smyfriend..nothing

more,Ijustknowhim,fromhispast

relationships"

Me:"I'mnotevensureI'mfeelinghimthat

way...ImeanlastnighthetookmeoutbutI

didn'tfeelanythingforhim"

Theirmouthshangopen

Thelma:"hedidwhat!?"

Yonela:"waitsohejustrecentlygotyour

numberandhecontactedyouyesterdaythen

tookyouout..sameday!?..damn!Hedon'twaste

time!"

Ilaugh

Thelma:"letmeguess..hetookyoutosome

veryexpensiverestaurant?"

Me:"that'showheroles?"

Shenods



Thelma:"yep...he'llbetakingyoutoalotof

those"

Me:"wedidn'tevenstaylongthere,didn'teven

eat...Imadeitcleartohim...thatplaceslike

that..don'timpressme"

Thelma:"really?"

Yonela:"yougogirl!Tellhim!"

Wehighfive

Thelma:"wellthat'safirst...Andhowdidhe

reacttothat?"

Me:"wewenttospur...andhadalotofthose

stickyribsandbuffalowings"

Yonela:"wow..youshowedhimyourpigsideon

firstdate!.Igiveuponyou!"

Sheputsherhandsupinsurrender..Ilaugh

Thelma:"I'msurprisedhehasn'ttoldmeabout

thisyet,heusuallytellsmeeverything..Specially

hisdates"



Me:"I'msurehellstilltellyou"

Yonela:"youokayThelma?"

Thelma:"I'mfine..I'mgood"

Me:"soguysIhopewealleven?"

Thelma:"yeap..lookslikeit"

Yonela:"althoughLisacheated...Butyeah..its

cool,weeven"

Welaughandthedaygoesbyfast.

BeforeIknowit,I'malreadybackinmy

apartment,IneedtogetasmallstandandaTV,

thisispureboredomandwhenitsthisquiet,I

endupoverthinking...MylaptophasmoviesI

alreadyknow,I'verepeatedthousandtimes,I

makeametalnotetodownloadnewmoviesat

schooltomorrowusingtheWiFi...Igetupfrom

thissmalluncomfortablecouchandheadtomy

bedroom,Itakeoutmylaptopandgotomy

facebook...Itsbeenawhile,sincelastyear...a



lothasbeengoingon,Idon'tgettimetoupdate

mysociallife,evenmyInstagramisdry.

ThefirstthingIdoisgochangemyprofile,it

wasapictureofQuintonandImakingfunny

faceinthekitchen,youcanseeitsinthekitchen

causeofthefridgebehindus....itsacute

picture,Igotmorethanonethousandlikesfor

it...mxm,Ilookthroughmygalary,wowsomany

picturesofQuintonandi...damn!Ifinallyfinda

cuteselfieofmyselfalone,onethingIlovean

iPhoneforisforitscamera,thebest!Butitsvery

expensivetomaintain,Ihateit...I

post,afterwardsIjustscrolldownlookingat

otherpeople'sposts,likingafew,thelikecome

inflyingonmypicture,Igocheckthe

comments,mxmQuintonreactedwithaheart

andcommented

"Mygreeneyezilianbabe♥ ♥"

Ifeellikereplying"fuckyou!"ButinsteadI'm

blushing?Wtf!Idon'tunderstandmyself



sometimes,speciallywhenitcomestoThis

man,Ifeellikemyactionsalwaysbetraymy

thoughts

Ilookthroughothercomments

Enhle..."somuchfilter!. ...sofake "

Ifeelmybloodboil,whatdoesthisgirlwant

frommethough?ShehasQuinton..Sowhat

moredoesshewant!Mysoul?

BeforeIknowitQuintonreactedtoher

commentwithanangryfacethenrepliedtoit

Quinton...."thatisnaturalbeautyatitsbest...you

couldlearnathingortwo "

Idon'thavetimeforhispretense,he'sprobably

withherinbedrightnowandaredoingthis

whilelaughingathowtheymakingsuchafool

outofme!Ilogoutandclosemylaptop...I'mso

hurtrightnow,anditsallQuinton'sfault,he's

hurtingmesomuch,whydoeshelovehurting

myfeelings?...tearsescapemyeyes,Iquickly



wipethemoff.

Youknowwhat.I'mdonecrying,I'msickand

tiredofcryingforsomeonewhodoesn'teven

cryformeasmuch.Hewantstohavefun

exploringotherpussy...itsfine,what'sstopping

me?I'msingle..Andyouknowwhat..I'mready

tomingle!

Ifindmyselfsmiling...Acallcomesthrough

disturbingmythoughts

Me:"hello"

"HeyLisa"

Me:"Tsepo..hey"

"Howareyou"

Me:"I'mgoodthanksandyourself?"

"I'mgoodtoo..areyoubusy?"

Me:"uhm...Yeah,kindof,why?"

"Oh...Ithoughtmaybewecouldhangout"



Me:"eerrhm...nottoday,sorry"

"Iunderstand...Letmeknowwhenyoufree?"

Me:"Iwill"

"Okay..bye"

Me:"bye"

Idropthecallandsigh...I'mreallynotfeeling

Tsepointhatway,he'sjust,Idon'tknownotfor

meIguess...he'scuteandallbutIfeellike

Thelmahasa'thing'forhimandIknowhow

thatfeels,speciallywhentheguyisyourbest

friend.

IgetupandheadtothefrontdoorIopenitand

stareattheroadandthecarsgoingpass...I

shouldgetacuteguy'snumberbeforetheend

oftonight,atotalstranger.Ilockthedoorand

takeawalkaroundtheneighborhood,itsnota

quietneighborhood,itsactuallyreallybusywith

varsitystudentsroamingthestreets



"Heysexy"

OhGod,Nocouldn'theatleastbecute?I'min

competitionhere,Ican'tloosetoThelmaand

Yonela

Me:"hi"

Hegetscloserwalkingbesideme

"Celaukuk'khapha?"(MayIpleaseaccompany

you?)

Me:"nothanks..I'mgoodIpickupmypace

Heturnsback,thankgoodness

Ifindmyselfatasmallparkwithafewswings

andslidesandalotofteenagersmaking

out...Ohmyword!Kids!Getaroom!OrshouldI

sayeducation?Likeseriously!

Me:"Jo'burgissoboring,I'dbetakingawalkby

thebeachrightnow..insteadofwatchingkidsin

crowdedparks"

"OUTOFTHEWAY!!OUTOFTHEWAY!!!"



Iturntoseewho'smakingsomuchnoise,

beforeIknowitabicyclecomesflyingtowards

me,Iquicklygetoutthewaybutmylegdoesn't

makeitintimeitpassesrightontopofmyfoot

makingmescreaminagonywhileonthe

ground

"I'msosoorrrryyyyohno....areyouokay!?...argh

ofcauseyounot,stupidme!!"

Ikeepmyeyesonmypainfulfoot,Ifeeltears

threatening,mytearsarealwaysclose

Me:"itsfine...justgo,I'mnotthathurt"

"Areyoukiddingme?Yourfootisred...please

letmesee,IlivenearbyIhaveafirstaidkit..I'll

seewhatIcando"

Ishakemyheadno,beforeIknowitI'mbeing

pickedupbridalstyle

Me(shouts):"Heeellppp!!Somebody...thiscrazy

maniskidnappingme!!"



"Wouldyoucalmdown"

Ilookathim....

Me:"hooolllylovingmotherofJususChrist"

Damn..amIdreaming?I'mhavingoneofthose

fantasiesagain

"Excuseme?"

Me:"Imean...uhm..putmedownthisinstant

Mister!"

Itrymybesttosoundscarybutmylownervous

voiceisnothelpingabit

"NotuntilIfixupthatleg...I'mreallysorryabout

thebike......"

Blahblahblah...Iloveyou..blahblahblah

...marryme..we'llliveinabigcastleadoptalot

ofpuppiesandlivehappilyeverafter...blahblah

blah

"Andwehere,okaysoimmaneedyoutoreach

formybackpocketandtakeoutthekeys?"



Ohmyword..Hislips!DidhejustsayIshould

reachforhislips?

Me:"huh?"

"Thekeys...inmybackpocket"

Me:oh"

Ioutmyhandinhisbackpocket..OhgodIcan

feelhisbuttcheek,Ifeellikesqueezingit!I'm

goingcrazyagain!

Me:"thereyougo"

Ihaven'tmovedmyeyesfromhisandsohashe

"Openplease"

Iopenthedoor,Idon'twanthimtoeverputme

down..he'ssostrongwithhissexyarms.I

shouldstopdrooling!

Heputsmeonthecouch,ouch!Myfootreally

hurts

Wowthisisagorgeoushouse



Heplacesmyfootgentlyonhissmallcoffee

table

"I'llberightback"

Hedisappearsalongthepassages..Iquicklyfix

myhair,Itakeoutmyphonetocheckifthere's

nothingonmyface,Istartremovinginvisible

thingsnexttomymouthandeyes,youcan

neverbetoocleanaroundthoseareas,Ismell

mybreathagainstmyhand,mmhnotbad

Ihearhimtalkingashecomestowardsme,Itry

toactnormal....althoughI'mtotallynotasmy

handsarewonderingeverywherenotsure

wheretoplacethem?MxmcomeonLisa,act

cool!!Getagrip

"Okayletmesee"

Heopenshissmallwhitefistaidboxandtakes

outdetolandsomecottonhedipsthecotton

onthedetolthengentlyrubsmewithit

"MynameisTroy,bytheway"



Helooksupatme

Me:"oh...I'mLisa.....Bytheway"

Hechuckles

Troy:"I'mreallysorryaboutmybike,Idon'tknow

howmybreaksbroke"

Ohsothat'swhathappened

Me:"itsfine..aslongasyoudidn'tchopmyleg

off"

Troy:"Itriedturningbut.GuessIwastoolate"

Me:"don'tworryaboutit"

Troy:"Ishouldn'thavebeenridingonthe

pavementinthefirstplace"

Me:"troy!Ifyoudon'tstop...I'llsueyouforthis"

Helaughs

Troy:"sorry..."

*silence*



Troy:"so..youfromaroundhere?"

Me:"yeah..justoneblockawayfromhere"

Troy:"oh?HowcomeI'veneverseenyou

around?"

Me:"howdoyouknowyouhaven't?Alotof

peoplestayaroundhere"

HelooksatmeforawhileIshyawayfirst

Troy:"naahhIwouldknowifI'veseenabeautiful

facelikeyours"

Myheartbeatdownthere,skipsafewbeats...I

guesshehaswokenuptheHoeinme

Me:"okaythen...wellIjustrecentlymovedin"

Troy:"Iknewit...Iwouldn'tforgetyourfacefrom

anywhere"

Iblush

Me:"okay"

Heevenbandagedme...?OverreactionIrollmy



eyesontheinside

Troy:"alldone...wouldyoulikesomethingto

drink?Juice?Cooldrinkorsomethingstronger?"

Iraisemybrow

Me:"stronger?"

Troy(smirks):"Imeantcoffee"

Me:"yeahright..ofcauseyoudid"

Iwink...wecrackupandlaugh

Me:"itsstilltoosummerforcoffee..I'llhavejuice

thanks"

Troy:"juicecomingup"

Hewalkstotheveryvisiblebigkitchenwhichis

redandwhiteincolour..Toobeautiful,he's

wearinggymclothes,lookslikehewascoming

backfromthegym,hehasthosebasketball

shortsandtanktopexposinghis

muscles...wheredoesGodhideallthese

handsomemen?HowcomeI'monlynoticing



themnow?Whenthingsarenotgoingwellwith

myoneandonlyhandsomeman.

Hecomesbackwithtwoglasseshesitsnextto

meandhandsmethejuice

Me:"thanks"

Troy:"mhm...ohhsick..youmustbedisgusted"

Me:"huh?"

Troy:"I'mallsweatyandalluponyourspace"

Hegetsup

Me:"oh..noIdon'tmind..Imean,itsnobiggy"

Troy:"canyowaithereforafew,Iwon'tbe

long,I'lljusttakeaquickshower"

ReallyIdon'tmindhavingyoursweatystrong

armsalluponmybody

Me:"Ishouldgetgoinganyway"

Troy:"nononoyoucan'twalkonyourownwith

thatfoot..pleaseI'llbereallyquick"



Isigh

Me:"okay"

Troy:"good...pleasedon'tdisappear,please"

Me:"I'lltrynotto"

Hesighsdisappointedly

Me:"I'mkidding...Don'tworry,I'mgluedtothis

comfycouch"

Hisfacelitsupasheturnsandrunsupstairs

Ilookaround,Itrytogetupthenwalkaround

thelounge,thisisareallyniceplace,thisguy

lookslikehe'salreadyworking,hemustbein

hislatetwenties

Inoticeframedpicturesonadeckinbetween

theareaoftheloungeandkitchen,helooks

veryhappy,withawomanwholooks

approximatelyhisage,great!He'smarried!

Mxm,Iknewhewastoogoodlookingtobe

single.Inoticeapictureofachildwholooks



twoyearsorthreeyearsold.

Okay,sothisguyishappilymarriedmosbuthe

didn'tframehisweddingpictures?Weird...

"Ohgood,youstillhere"

Me:"nicefamilyyougothere"

"OhIseeyounoticedthose"

Iturntolookathim

Me(whispers):"whooaa"

Histoocloseandshirtless,heonlyhasatowel

aroundhiswaist

IturnbacktolookatthepicturesbeforeIlose

mymind

He'sstandingrightbehindme,hishandreaches

forthephotoinfrontofmecausinghisbodyto

touchmine

Troy:"that'smywife"

Me:"oh.…..she'sbeautiful"



Troy:"shewasverybeautiful,Ilovedherwithmy

all"

Me:"y'alldivorced?"

Hesighs

Troy:"shepassedaway"

Myheartsinks..whyareyousoforwardLisa!!

Me:"II'msorrytohearthat..."

Troy:"caraccident"

Me:"mayhersoulrestinpeace"

*silence*

Me:"whataboutyourchild?Whereishe?"

Heremainsquiet

Me:"I'msorryforaskingtoomanyquestions...

Youdon'thaveto...

Troy:"hismomwasfetchinghimfromhis

grandmother'shousethatnight...Theyboth

wereinvolvedintheaccident"



Thetearsfinallyescapemyeyesasmyheart

bleedsforhim

Iturntolookathim..okay..stillveryclose

Me:"I'msosorryTroy...itmust'venotbeeneasy

onyou,Iwouldn'twishsuch,eventomybiggest

enemy"

Hesmilesfaintly

Troy:"itsokayLisa,itwasfiveyearsago...I've

slowlylearnttomoveon"

Me:"butstill...twopeopleyouloveddearly..just

gone...justlikethat?,thatcruel"

Troy:"itsallinthepastnow"

Hewipesmytears

Me:"youseemtobedoingwell...you'vehandled

thewholethingprettywell?"

Heshakeshishead

Troy:"No...Ididn'thandleitwellatall...Ihadto



getalotofhelpformetogetwhereIam...I

would'velongkilledmyself"

Me:"wow"

Troy:"thankstothisamazingwoman..Isabella..

Withoutherhelp,Iwouldn'tbehere"

Me:"Isabella?AsinBella?"

Henods

Troy:"youknowher?"

Me(laughs):"yeah..Iknowherverywell"

Hesmileswelookintoeachother'seyesfora

while,hemovescloser,tillthere'snogap

betweenus,ourlipsjustaninchapart,Ipartmy

lipstokisshim,hemovesawayabit

Troy:"I'msorry"

Me:"No..I'msorry"

Troy:"letmegetdressed"

Inod,herunsbackupstairs



Isighandgositonthecouch

Myphonerings

Me:"whatdoyouwantQuinton?"

"Ouch..IguessIdeservethat"

Me:"justgettothepoint"

"Andthat....look,I'msorryforthewayIjustleft

thismorning"

Me:"andthewayyoujustbudgedinmy

apartmentisokay?"

"I'msorryforthattoo"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"okay,Quinton,youforgiven,asalways....

Anythingelse?"

"Okay?What'supwithyou?AmIboringyou?"

Me:"yes...Actuallyyouare...youboringmeto

death,youenjoybreakingmyheartandithurts



sobadthatitsgettingboring"

"Bub..you'llsee,everythingwillmakesense,Ijust

needyoutobealilpatientwithme"

Troy:"I'malldone,areyoustayingfor

supper?...oh,sorry"

Hemakeshiswaytothekitchen

Me:"IguessIcanstay"

Troy:"cool"

"Who'sthat?...staywhere?..Lisaareyouwith

thatblackniggaragain?"

Me:"areyoudone?"

"Lisababe...pleasedon'tmoveonjustas

yet...pleasebub"

Me:"whynot?Youseemtobeenjoyinglife..why

shouldn'tI?"

"Lisa...I'mnotenjoyinganything,don'tyousee?"

Me:"byeQuinton"



"Okayokay...inwhateveryoudo..pleasedon'tlet

themhaveMissMplease"

Me:"mxm"

Idropthecall

Me:"sowhatareyoumaking?!"

Troy:"Idon'tknow...I'llsee..youcancome

watchme?"

Me:"iflovethat"

HecomestowardsmeandpicksmeupI

giggle...hemakesmesitontopofthekitchen

counter...Ihelphimcookbytellinghimwhatto

doandwhatnottodo,hepoursuswine...he

keepsmixingthepotsthencomesbacktosit

nexttomeonthecounter

Troy:"couldyouhelpmedrink...Myhandsare

dirty,canyouhelpmedrink?"

Me:"ofcause"

HeleanstomeandIhelphimdrink,hebursts



intolaughterspillingthewholewineinhis

mouthonmyface

Me:"arghsies!"

Welaughashewipesmewithhishands,and

dirtyingmyface

Troy:"oops..sorry"

Wedeadwithlaughter

Iwipemyfacewithanearbycloththenlookat

him,heattacksmewithakiss,..IkisshimbackI

pullout

Troy:"I'msorry"

Me:"itsokay"

Hegetsupandwecontinuecooking

[07/30,13:18]Ron:Continuation



LISA

Me:"itsgettinglate"

Troy:"really?Ididn'tevenrealise"

Me:"yeap...Itsalreadyhalfpastten"

Troy:"Iguesstimereallyflieswhenyouhaving

fun"

Me:"itdoes"

HeswitchesoffthemovieIwasbarely

watching



Troy:"letmegetyouhome"

Me:"please"

Hegetsupandhelpsmestand

Troy:"yousureyou'llbeokaywalkingwiththat

foot?"

Ilookatit

Me:"I'llbefine,itsnotthatpainfulanymore"

Troy:"okaythen"

Wewalkoutthehouse,heopenshisgarage

Me:"ohyouhaveacar"

Hechuckles

Troy:"durh"

Me:"Ithoughtweweregoingtorideononeof

yourotherbicycles"

Helaughsasheopensthedoorforme

Troy:"ohsonowIlooklikesomebicycle



collector"

Me:"youneverknow"

IsayasIgetinside,helaughsandmakeshis

waytotheothersideandwedriveoffmaking

smalltalkandlaughingalongtheway

Me:"youcanstoprighthere"

Troy:"oh..isthatyourplace?"

Hepointsatmyapartment

Me:"yepthat'smycrampyapartment"

Troy:"itsnotthatbad"

Me:"tellthattosomeonewho'llbelieveit"

Hechuckles

Me:"uhm..thanksfor...

Troy:"runningyoufootoverwithmybikeand

makingupforit?...Nobiggy"

Welaugh



Troy:"youdon'thavetobethankfulforthat....I'm

theonewhoshouldbesorry"

Me:"youdon'thavetobesorryaboutthat"

Troy:"Iseewestealingeachotherslinesnow?"

Me:"goodnightTroy"

Troy:"hopetoseeyousoonagain"

Heythisismychancetogetacuteguy's

number

Me:"canIhaveyournumber"

Heraiseshisbrowsamused

Me:"Nononotlikethat...itjustasillygameI'm

playingwithmyfriends"

Troy:"isitcalled'getTroy'snumber'?"

Ilaugh

Me:"No...justgetacuteguy'snumber"

Troy:"oh?SoyouthinkI'mcute?"



Me:"No..buttheywill"

Helaughs

Troy:"howdoyouknowthey'llthinkI'mcuteif

youdon'tthinkI'mcute?"

Me:"youdon'thavetogiveittomeifyoudon't

wantto"

Troy(laughing):"okay...Givemeyours"

Icallitoutforhim,hedialsitonhisphonethen

callsit,myphoneringsIpickit

up..

Me:"hello?"

Troy:"hey,thisisTroy"

Me(thinkinghard):"Troy...troy...troy..?"

Troy:"I'msittingrightnexttoyou?....inmy

car?...rightnow?"

Ilookathim

Me(laughing):"oohhhthebicyclefreak"



Helaughs

Troy:"pleasedeletethisnumberandnevercall

it"

Me:"Iwasn'tplanningtoanyway"

Idropthecallandopenthedoorbutitslocked

Troy:"that'smyduty"

Hegetsoutandcomesaroundtoopenfor

me..mmmhhgentleman,Iwonderhowgentleis

hein......okaygetyourmindrightLisa!!

Troy:"haveagoodnightLisa"

Me:"haveagoodnightTroy"

He'swaytoocloseagain,hemoveshisface

closertomine,Iwasreadytokisshimbuthe

movestomyear

Troy(whispers):"tillwemeetagainbeautiful"

Hebreathsagainstmyskinforawhilethen

movesawayandgetsinhiscaranddrives



away,leavingmestuckatthesamepositionand

throbbing...There'ssomethingaboutthis

guy,somethingtempting,somethingthatmakes

mewannadropmypanties...okay!That'smy

quetogetinthehousebeforeIcallhimto

comeback!Shit!Whatishedoingtome!?.

Iheadtothehouseandlockmyselfin,first

thingIdoisfreshenup,Ineedtogetridofall

thesehotwetvibesI'vebeengettingfrom

Troy...aftermybathIgostraighttobedandplay

withmyphone,Iwaskindahopingtogeta

messageorsomethingfromTroy..Buttomy

disappointment,nothing,Idon'twannalie,I

wouldliketohaveaflingwiththisguy,he'sjust

tootempting,butalsothere'sQuintonwhomI

don'twannahurtatthesametimeIdowant

himtoalsohurtjustabit..forhimtofeelhowits

likewhenheentertainsotherwomanthesame

wayheentertainsme,whenhegivesthemthe

verysamepleasuresthathe'ssupposedtobe



givingme,andonlyme.AtleastinwhateverI

do,IknowI'msinglenow,soI'mnotcheatingon

anyone...right?Yeah...right...Igoonlinein

WhatsAppandthere'sabunchofmessages

fromQuinton

Quinton....Heybub?♥ 20:15

Quinton....AreyoustillbythatLanny's

house? 20:20

Quinton....IloveyouBub...pleasedon'tdo

anythingstupid 20:50

Quinton....Thishouseissolonelywithout

you 21:00

Quinton....IknowImessedupbutcomeon,its

beenthreemonthsnow,thisistoomuch,you've

punishedmeenough,pleasejustcomeback

homemylove ♥ .21:20

Quinton.....youstillnotbackatyourapartment

yet!? Lisapleaseleavethatboy



alone,please..arey'alldrinking?Pleasedon't

drinkanythingtoxic,andpleasekeepmylegs

closed....pleasebub,don'tdomelikethat,I

swearI'mnotsleepingaround ..I'dneverdo

youlikethat,ever...22:15

Quinton....atleastbluetickmeyoh!Damnyour

lastseenisscaringme why

ungenzaso?(Whyyoudoingmelikethis?)

22:35

Quinton....didyouseemymissedcalls?Please

answeryourphone Imissyougirl♥ Ican't

stopthinkingaboutwhatyouandthatniggar

aredoingrightnowHowishetouching

you ..bub,pleasedon'tmakemekill

someone..causeattherateyougoingon,I

mightendupkillinganiggar,andI'dliketo

believeI'mpastthatlife? ..okayfine,butonce

allthisisover,Ihopeyou'llbereadyforyour

punishment ♥♥♥ 22:55



Quinton....Finally,youbluetickme...goodnight

bub,pleaseansweryourphone .Just

now

Igooffline,afterhavingatoolaughatallhis

messages,whyishesojealous?HehasEnhle

andSydneynje?Lol..justthenmyphonerings

afterthefiftymissedcalls,Idecidetoanswer

thisone

"Ohthankgoodness...areyouokaylove?"

Me:"again..whatdoyouwantfrommeQuinton?

"

"Iseeyouhadonyournecklesstoday..please

keepitonatalltimes.please"

GreatIforgothehasatrackeronthisneckless,

Ijustloveitsomuch

Me:"areyoustalkingmeQuinton?"

"Okaylook,Iknowthingsaren'tgoodbetween

usyet...butpleaseIneedtoknowwhereyouare



atalltimes"

Me:"No...youdon't"

"I'mseriouslisakhanyathisisnogame,just

listentowhatI'mtellingyouoryou'llforceme

tokidnapyou"

Me:"mxmwhateverQuinton,I'llkeepyourstupid

necklesson...aslongasyoustayawayfromme

andstopoverflowingmyDMwithyourwhining

andmeaninglessIloveyous....andwhoIget

downwith,isnonofyourbusiness

anymore...andIcangiveMissMtowhoeverI

wannagive,she'snotyoursanymore"

Istoptalkingafterthelaststatement...that

cameoutverywrongandloosely

"Don'ttrymeLisa"

Icansensehisangeroverthephone

Me:"dowhateveryouwantQuinton...Marry

Enhleifyouwantto.Itsnonofmybusiness



right?Causeyoucan'tevenexplaintomethat

youloveherthatitsalwaysbeenherandit'll

alwaysbeher"

"Can'tyouhavealittlefaithinme?I'dneverdo

youlikethat..(whispers)thisisjusttemporary"

Me:"oh..soyouraffairisjusttemporary,then

you'llcomebacktome,andwe'lllivehappily

everafter?I'mnotafoolQuinton"

"HeyQuinton?Whoyoutalkingto?"

"Noone.."

Me:"Wow...Justwow..soyouwithher?!!Fuck

youQuinton!Youhearme!!Gotohellandburn!!

Ihateyou!"

"Lisa..wait....

Idropthecall...I'mbreathingheavily,Ineedair,

quick!!

Igetupandgotothebathroomandwashmy

face,ithelpsmetocalmdown..phew!Ialmost



hadaheartbreakdown..IswearQuintonwillbe

thedeathofme,hejustknowsthebuttonsto

pushasifheknowsthatIcan'tlivewithouthim..

Butyouknowwhat?...Ican!

....

Amonthlater

...

Wellschoolisjustgreat,I'mmorefocusednow

andmyfriendsarethebest..ItoldTsepothat

weshouldkeepthedistance,Idon'tmind

hangingoutwithhim,butnotallthetimeand

there'snothingthat'sgoingtohappenbetween

himandI..Imustsayhetookitprettywell,he

alsofoundthathedidn'thavefeelingsforme

hewasjusttakenbymylooksandverythankful

forsavinghislife..hiswordsnotmine...then

there'sTroy..well,thingshavebeenquite

interestingbetweenus...hecallsmealot..its

likehe'sincompetitionwithQuinton,the



numberoftimestheycall,butofcauseI'm

ignoringTheOtherGuy.

Wehangoutalottoo,he'sbeentakingmeto

thegymwithhim,itssotiringbutIcouldusethe

distractionfromallthesadthoughts...AndI

couldalsousethesixpack..Idon'tknowwhat's

goingonbetweenusbutIlikeit...wedokiss

andtouch,butIhaven'tsleptwithhim..I'mnot

thatloosened

Yonela:"youareglowingnowadays?"

Thelma:"itmustbetheTroy"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhaty'alltalkingabout"

Wechillingbythecafeteria

Yonela:"don'ttellmeyou'vegivenhimthe

cookieyet?"

Me:"what!No!Comeon!"

Yonela:"whynot!?"

Ilookatherindisbelief



Me:"whatdoyoumeanwhynot!?"

Thelma:"shemeans...youneedit!"

Me:"okay..y'allhavelostit...I'mnotevendating

thisguy"

Yonela:"whosaidyouhavetodatehimtohave

funwithhim!?"

Me:"fun!?"

Thelma:"yeah,youdon'thavetobeallserious,

tohavefunwithyournookie"

Me:"Noway!..youguysaresobitchy"

Yonela:"Imeandudethelustfulattraction

betweeny'allistoovisible...justexploreita

bit..youyoungandsinglehavefungirl..and

forgetaboutpeoplewhobrokeyourheart"

Me:....

Thelma:"she'sright"

Me:...



Yonela:"justplayitsafe"

Isigh

Me:"youguysthough...y'allsuchbadinfluence"

Wealllaughandthedaycontinues,Idon'tknow

ifI'mreadytoallowanyoneinsideMissMno

matterhowloudshe'sbeencryingforTroy.

I'mnowdonewithmyclasses...weareoutside

campuswhenTroy'scarparksinfrontofus

Herollsdownhiswindows

Troy:"heyladies"

Yonela&Thelma:"heeeytrooooy"

Bitches..Irollmyeyes

Troy:"howyouladiesdoing?"

Them:"wegooood"

What'swiththedragging?

Troy:"goodtoknow...canistealyourfriendfor

awhile?"



Them:"okaaaay"

Me:"seriously?"

Ishakemyhead,hegetsoutthecarandcomes

openthedoorforme

Iseethemwhispertoeachother,Iignorethem

andgetin,hedrivesaway

Troy:"howareyoutoday?"

Me:"I'mcool"

Troy:"youlookcool"

Hesayscheckingmeoutupanddownthen

looksbackattheroad

Me:"whatever...thisisnotthewaytothegym?"

Troy:"Nogymtoday...justwannatakeyouout"

Me:"mmhto?"

Troy(chuckles):"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Ican'twaittosee'Idon'tknow'I'venever

heardofit..isitnew?"



Helaughs

Troy:"Ithinkso...let'scheckitout"

Me:"yeah.Let's"

Wegettothemall,hebuysafewthingsforhis

house

Me:"soyoudecidedtohijackmetodoyour

groceries?"

Troy:"mycupboardsandfridgearereally

empty"

Me:"andhow'sthatmyproblem?"

Troy:"youalwaysstmyplacefinishingallthe

food"

Me:"ohwow..sincewhenisthreetimes..always?

"

Troy:"ohjustshutupandtaketheblamewould

you!"

Weburstintolaughter



"Sohe'sthenewguy?"

Wenowbytheislegettingreadytopay,Iturnto

lookathim

Me:"sonowyoufollowingme?"

Quinton:"youjustkeepchangingthemlikeyou

changingpanties"

Me:"stayoutofmybusinessQuinton"

Quinton:"nowyouknowIcan'tdothat"

Troy:"isthereaproblemhere?"

Quinton:"stayoutofthismuscleman"

Troy:"isthisniggarbotheringyoubabe?"

Me:"actuallyhewasjustabouttoleavemethe

hellalone...right?"

Quinton:"Lisa..wouldyoustopallthisfooling

aroundandcomebacktomealready?"

Ichuckleindisbelief

Me:"youthinkyouallthat..Don'tyou?..Well



newsflashbuddy,..whenIsaidIwasdone,I

meantit...youthinkallmyroadsleadbackto

you?Youmustbemistaken"

Ifoldmyarms

Troy:"nowyougettingherallworkedup"

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmeturningme

around,heslideshishandtomyassand

squeezesitabit,Igiggle..nextthingIknowI'm

watchingwrestingliveasthesetwomenare

punchingeachotherinfrontofpeople...Iwatch

abitasIfeellikelaughing...UntilIseeblood

comingoutofTroy'smouthandnose..Itryto

stopthem

Me:"STOPIT!!....QUINTON!!GETOFFHIM!!

STOP!!"

Theydon'tlisten

Me:"whereisthesecurityinthisshop!!"

Peoplearejustwatching...Likeseriously?



IpullQuintonbyhisclothes,hedoesn'tbudgeI

trytogobetweenthen,beforeIknowit...Ithink

myjawjustbroke,fromthepunchIgotfrom

Quinton,Iholdmycheekwhilelookathim..he

stopsfightingandlooksatme

Quinton:"bub..areyouokay...I'msosorry,itwas

amistake"

HecomestowardsmebutIkeepmovingaway

Me:"stayawayfrommeQuinton"

Quinton:"mylove...I'msosorry..Please,letme

....

Troyattackshimwithapunchcausinghimto

fall...Ican'twatchanymore,Irunouttheshop,I

passthesecuritybythedoorgoingtowards

them..onlynowtheycome!?

Irunoutandwaitnexttothecar,Ilookatmy

reflectiononthemirrorandmycheekisred,I

movemyjawaround,itsquitepainful



AfterafewminutesTroycomestowardsme

heunlocksthecarandopensthedoorfor

me..wow,afterallthat,he'sstillagentleman?

Hegetsinthecarandwedriveoffinsilence,we

gettohishouseHetakeshisfirstaidkitand

takescareofmycheek,hehasn'tsaidaword

Me:"ouch"

Troy:"sorry"

Hecontinuesgentlyafterawhilehewasdone,I

tookthestuff

Me:"letme"

Ialsotakecareofhisface,hegotablueeyeand

purplelip

Me:"I'msosorryaboutearlier"

Troy:"itscool"

Me:"Ididn'tknowhe'dlosecontrollikethat"

Troy:"itsfineLisa..Don'tworryaboutit"



Me:"Ican't..Thisisallmyfault,Ishould'vejust

ignoredhimandnotgethimmad,nowyoulike

thisanditsall.....

Hislipssmashonmine,whatstartedoffslow

turnsheatedupasclothesstartsflyinginthe

air

******

.

.

.

Let'sstartjudgingLisa !Go!

[07/30,13:19]Ron:Insert56



LISA

*silenceandheavybreathing*

Wefacingtheceilingwhiletryingtocatchour

breath

Troy(breathlessly):"wow"

Me(breathlessly):"yeaah"

Ifeelhishandholdminewhicharebesideme,

hepicksitupandkissesit

Troy:"thankyou"



Me:"whatfor?"

Troy:"fortheamazingmoment..forbeinghere

rightnow..forbeingyou"

Me:"oh...youwelcome,Iguess"

Troy:"Ihaven'thadgoodpussyinawhile"

Me(chuckles):"andhowlongexactlyis,a

while?"

Troy:"twoyearsago?..yeahtwoyears"

Iburstintolaughterbutheremainsquiet

Iturntolookathim

Me:"younotjoking?"

Heshakeshishead

Me:"whynot?Areyougay?"

Helaughs

Troy:"Idon'tknow,andthatwasthefirsttime

aftermywife"



Me:"yohsoyouonlyhadsexonceafteryour

wife?"

Troy:"isthatcreepy?"

Me:"notatall..it'sjustshocking....Imeanfora

guy..ahandsomeguylikeyourself,notgetting

laidforsomanyyears....Nowonder"

Helooksatme,Ismileandlookbackupatthe

ceiling

Troy:"nowonderwhat?...wasIbad?...Imust've

lostmygame"

Me:"actually,youwereawesome....onfire,I

thoughtIwaslosingmymind"

Itstrue,hefuckedmesenselessly,justasIhad

imaginedandhe'sbig

Troy(laughs):"really?...Youthinkso?"

Me:"mynunuisstillburningtoproveit"

Welaugh



Troy:"youjustsotight...Ican'tgetenough"

Tight?Ifeelsoloosethough

*silence*

Troy:"areyouokay?"

Me:....

Heturnsmyfacetolookathim,Ilookathimin

hiseyes,hehasgreyeyes,it'smyfirsttime

beinginvolvedwithawhiteguy

Troy:"tellmewhat'swrong?"

Me(sighs):"whatisthisTroy?"

Troy:"youmeanus?"

Me:"this...thegoingout,therandomvisits,the

latenightcalls,thetexting,the

flirting.....this(pointingathimand

I)...everything....Whatisit?"

Hesighs

Troy:"whatdoyouwantittobe?"



Me:"Idon'tknowTroy,whatdoyouwantitto

be?"

Troy:...

Me:....

Troy:"lookLisa,Ireallyenjoyyourcompanyand

justeverythingelseaboutyou...but...

Me:"there'sabut..

..thosearenevergood"

Troy:"I'mnotlookingforanythingserious"

IfeelhiseyesonmeasI'mstarringatthe

ceiling..Iturntolookathim

Me:"metoo"

Troy:"Iknow"

Me(perplexed):"youknow?"

Hepullsmecloser,ournakedbodiestouch

Troy:"youstilllovehim"



Me:"what...?"

Troy:"QuintonAmbroseO'Brien.....Youreally

lovehim"

Imovemyeyesawayfromhis

Me:....

Troy:"youkindamoanedhisname"

Ididwhat!!!?Ilookathimshocked

Me:"Idid?"

Henods

Me:"hisfullname?"

Troy(laughs):"No...butyourtattooofhisname

underyourbreastsoldouthisfullname"

Me:"oh...sorry"

Troy:"don'tbe...Ialsohavemywife'snameand

child"

Me:"canIsee?"



Hemovestheblanketandwebothsituphe

exposeshislowerbody....Don'ttellmehehasit

onhisdick!!?

Troy:"rightthere"

ItsonhislowerabdomennexttohisVline

Me:"itsbeautiful"

Hecovershimself

Troy:"thanks...look,Idon'tthinkweshould

label,this,whateverisgoingonbetween

us...causeIdon'tknowhowlongitwilllast,we

bothenjoyeachother...let'sjustkeepitthis

way"

Inod

Me:"so....Youmean,this,willhappenagain?"

Troy:"Idon'tknow...Yousee,ifyouweremy

woman....AndIshowedyoumytattooofmy

latewife'sname....youwouldn'thavetookit

well,youwouldn'thaveunderstoodandwe'd



probablybefightingaboutitoryou'dbe

threateningtoleavemeifIdon'tremove

it....Also,ifIwereyourman,whenyoumoaned

yourexlover'sname,whileIwasmakingloveto

you,Iwould'vefreakedoutonyouandprobably

threatentoleaveyou,thenontopofthatyou

havehisnametattooedonyourbodyandI'd

havetolookatthateverytimewemakelove,it

wouldjustcauseproblemsbetweenus......So

youseeLisa,webothnotreadyfora

relationshipandwedefinitelynotlookingforall

thatdrama,soitsbestifwe...justhavefunand

explorethissexualtension...sproutingbetween

us"

Me:"youright....let'snotlabel,itsjustfun...right?"

Troy:"yeahbabe..justfun"

Ilookbackattheceiling

Me:"andwebothsingle....itsnotlikewe

cheatingorhurtinganyone...right?"



Troy:"that'sright"

Isighheavily

Me:"justharmlessfun"

Hekissesmyshoulderandgetsontopofme

Troy:"Iwouldlovesomemoreofthat..Fun"

Hesaysstarringatmylipsthenkissesme,he

enterswithoutwarningandweatitagain

*****

Afewdayslater

.

ItsaSaturdayandIjustarrivedatSpurtomeet

upwithmygirls

IimmediatelyspotthematthefarcornerasI

walkuptothemandjointhem

Me(cheerful):"ladies!"

Ihugthemandwesit



Yonela:"wow,Lisa,thenewDisdoingwonders"

Thelma:"youoverglowing"

Me(sighs):"therewegoagain"

Yonela:"youevenchangedyourfashionsense"

Thelma:"morelike..upgraded"

Me:"isthatacomplimentThelma?"

Thelma:"hellyeah...weshouldthankTroy"

Ilaugh

Yonela:"wow...hemustbehittingitgood"

Me(lowertone):"canwenotdiscusmysexlife

please"

Itakeoffmysunglasses

Thelma:"Ilovethenewhairstyle"

Yonela:"wow!Makeuponpoint...eyebrowson

fleek....wedoingpinklipsticknow?....them

nails!...girrrll!Youlivingthelifeneh?"



Thelma:"Troyknowshowtotakecareofa

womanneh?"

Me:"itsnotTroy...comeon,whatdoyoutakeme

for...Ijustthought,foronceletmejustfocuson

myselfandstopworryingaboutotherpeople..

SowiththemoneyI'vebeensavingforrainy

days...Ithought..whywaitforrainydayswhenI

canjustenjoythesummer?"

Ismileshowingoffmyteeth

Yonela:"Slayergurrlfreeeend!"

Thelma:"welcometotherealnormalteenage

andvarsitylife!"

Me:"yeahyeah...

Yonela:"tookyoulongenough"

Me(sighs):"yeah..I'mtiredofstressing,itsother

people'sturntostressnow..Ialmostreached

myfortiesinmylateteens"

Yonela:"tellmeaboutit"



"CanIgetyourorderladies?"

Me:"I'llhaveyourquarterchickenandasalad,

thanks"

Yonela:"themribsandchips"

Thelma:"I'llhavetheribburgerandplease

makemychipswedges"

Waiter:"comingrightup"

Hewinksatmeandwalksaway

Thelma:"thatguycouldn'ttakehiseyesfrom

you"

Me:"me?"

Thelma:"yeah,hewastotallycheckingyouout"

Me:"mmhIdidn'trealise"

Yonela:"okay..besidesthat....sincewhendoyou

orderasaladandquarterlegatspur!?"

Me:"wouldyoukeepitdown?....what'swrong

withthat?ItstimeItrysomethingnew,Ican'tbe



havingthesamethingeverytimeIcometo

spur"

Thelma:"Idon'tmeantobringbackold

wounds...But,whycouldn'tyouupgrade

yourselflikethisorspoilyourselfwhileyou

werestillwithQuinton?Causehedefinitelyis

superrich"

Isigh

Yonela:"didyouhavetobringhimup...shewas

doingsowellforgettinghim"

Me:"No..itscoolNella...shedoesn'tknowhalfof

thethingsI'vebeenthroughwithQuinton...to

answeryourquestionThelms....IguessInever

gotthetime"

Thelma:"youmeanyounevergotthetimenot

evenoncetospoilyourself?"

Me:"oh...Ihadthetimetospoilmyself..Ihada

lotofthattimeandIhadthemoneytoo,alotof

itthatheoverflowedmybankaccountwith"



Thelma:"butyoujustsaidyounevergotthe

time?"

Me:"Inevergotthetime,yes.....Inevergotthe

timetothinkaboutmyself,mynumberone

prioritywasalwaysmylovebug,insteadof

spoilingmyself,Ilikedtospoilhimmore...Inever

sawtheneedtodo..allthis(referringtomy

hairstyle,faceandnails)...allIcaredaboutwas

lovinghimandshowingit...andalsoalotof

timesourhappinesswasshortlived,andwe

alwaysargued.....(sighs)..Iguesshehad

enoughofthatanddecidedtomoveonwithhis

ex,wheretherewaslessproblems"

Ishrugmyshoulders

Me:"Soyeah....Iguessitiswhatitis...I'malso

doingthesame...movingon..andjustbe

carefreeforonceinmylife"

Yonela:"yougogirl"

Wehighfived



Thelma:"thisisjustsad"

Yonela:"Ithinkitsforthebest....ImeanI've

neverseenmyfriendthisstressless.....Never!

Itsalwaysbeenbooksbooksbooks...thenafter

thatitwas...booksQuintonQuintonbooks

booksQuintonQuintonQuintonQuintonbooks

QuintonQuintonQuintonQuintonQuinton

Quintontearsheartbreaktearstears

Quinton...(sighs)...enoughisenough,she'snot

marriedshedoesn'thavetotolerateany

bullshit...shecan'tbegirlfriendonwife'sterms"

Me(laughs):"Yoh"

Thelma(singing):"ifhelikeditthenhe

should'veputaringonit..ifhelikeditthenhe

should'veputaringonit...

Yonela(singing):"don'tbemadonceyousee

thathewantit"

Me(singing)"’Causeyouhadyourturn

Butnowyougon'learn



Whatitreallyfeelstomissme"

Us:"whoaohohohohohohhhohohwhoaoh

oh!!!

Wedoadanceflashingourlefthandsinthe

air,weburstintolaughterandstopaswenotice

wedrawingattentiontoourselves

Me:"y'allsocrazeee"

Ourordercomesandweenjoyourfood

Wefinishup

Me:"guys...Ineedadress..ahotdress"

Yonela:"what'stheoccasion?"

Thelma:"Troy?"

Ilaugh

Me:"well...troyownshisoneofthebiggestlaw

firmsinJo'burg,canyoubelieve?"

Yonela:"wow,soy'allhavesomethingin

common"



Me:"yeah...alotactually"

Thelma:"so..what'sgoingon?Ishetakingyou

outforanotherdinner?"

Sherollshereyes

Me:"No...itswaymorethanthat"

Yonela:"what?Youwantustokeepguessing?

Spititoutalready!"

Me:"he'stakingmetoafunction...(Excitedly)...

Abusinessfunction!"

Theylookatmeconfused

Yonela:"businessfunction?What'ssonice

aboutthat?"

Thelma:"yeah...justabunchofbusinessmen

talkingaboutwork?"

Me:"youdon'tgetit...they'llbeabunchof

lawyers...ThebestlawyersinSouthAfrica!With

mygoodgradeshesaidhe'llputoutagood

wordforme....aaaannnnd......heofferedmea



job,toworkinhisfirmwhileI'mstillstudying,

forexperience"

Theirjawsdrop

RemindingmeofhowIwaslikewhenhe

offered

Me:"that'sthesamereactionIhad"

Yonela:"whoawhoagetdown

repunzel!....what'sinitforhim?"

Me:"Nothing"

Thelma:"itcan'tbenothing...ThisisJo'burg

girl..noonehelpsyoufor"nothing"anymore"

Yonela:"Ihopeitsnotbecauseyousleeping

withhim?"

Me:"that'swhatIthoughtatfirst...Thenhetold

meifIfeelthatway,wecanstopandend

whateverisgoingonbetweenus,buttheoffer

stillstands,hewasjustimpressedbymygood

gradesfromhighschoolupuntilnowandsaidI



havepotential"

Yonela:"mmmhhpotentialneh?"

Me:"yeah...potential,yonela"

Yonela:"mmhokaaay...Ihearyou"

Thelma(awkwardly):"yeah..goodforyougirl"

Ilookatthemtryingtostudytheirfaces

Me:"y'alldon'tseemhappyforme?"

Yonelacough's

Yonela:"I'mhappyforyoufriend...Just,Iwant

youtobecareful...remember,thiswas

supposedtobe"justfun"nothingmore"

Thelma:"yeah..Imeanyoudon'treallyknowthis

guy"

Yonela:"youcan'tjusttrusthim"

Thelma:"he'salreadychangingyou"

Yonela:"yeah...youshouldslowdown"



Ichuckleandshakemyheadindisbelief

Idon'tbelievethem

Me:"wowguys...firsty'alltellmeIneednew

D...andIneedtogetlaid,Troyisanice

guy....yeahgirlfriend,openyourlegsforhim,its

justforfun...Don'tlethimgo,welovetheglow,

ifitmakesyouhappygoforit!Don'thold

back,liveyourlifegirl.....andnow?NowI've

suddenlychanged?"

Yonela:"wedon'tmeanitlikethat"

Me:"No...youdo,youdomeanitlikethat,amIa

bitchnow?Agolddigger?Who'safterTroy's

goodlife?IsthatwhatIamnow?"

Thelma:"Lisa..calm downwejust...

Me:"justwhat?....youknowwhat,I'mdone

takingadvisefromy'all..Fromnowon,I'lljust

dowhatbestsuitsme..andy'allnotaboutto

standinmyway"



Yonela(sighs):"Lisa..wesorry,pleasecalm

down"

Thelma:"yeah...youdoyougirl...wearejust

shockedbythewaytroyisbeingsonicetoyou"

Me:"howdidyouexpecthimtobelike?...(Isigh

andcalmmyselfdown)...look,IknowIdon't

knowmuchaboutTroy..butthelittlethingsIdo

knowabouthimareverypersonalanditsthings

hedoesn'tfeelcomfortabletalkingabout...he's

beenthroughthings..thatIcanrelateto,wetalk

alotI'vetoldhimaboutthewayIgrewupand

allandsohashe....trustme,Troyisagoodguy,

he'sdoingthisformebecauseheunderstands

meandmybackground,causehealsonever

haditeasygrowingup"

*silence*

Yonelaholdsmyhand

Yonela:"aslongasyoutrusthim...thenI'm

hundredpercentbehindyou"



Thelmajoinsherhandtoo

Thelma:"wegotyourback"

Ismileatthem

Me:"thankyou...now...let'sgogetthatdress

shallwe?"

Yonela(cheerful):"yeah!AndIthinkablack

dresswilldo,youhavetoshowsomeskinina

sexybutnottoosexyway"

Thelma:"yeah..somethingthatwillleavethem

wondering..Andwedon'twanttoshowtoo

muchskin"

Ilaughatthemandwepaythebill

Wenowlookingaroundtheshops

Me:"doesithavetobeblack...Iwasthinking

more..red?Orroyalblue?"

Thelma:"ohhyes,thosearesexycolours

indeed"



Yonlela:"yeahandbesides,probablyeveryone

willbewearingblack...ifthisisreallyafunction

withabunchoflawyers"

Ilaugh

Me:"justbecausetheywearblackatwork

doesn'tmeanitstheonlycolourtheywearall

thetime..andIalsoneedtolooksmart"

Yonela:"yeahyeahwhatever....yoh,seemslike

yournewlookisturningheadstoday"

Shesaysasabunchofguyswerepassingus

andcheckingisout

Thelma:"heyguys..look...isn'tthatQuinton?"

Weliftourheadsupanditlookslikehe'satthe

shopweheadingto,didithavetobetodayGod?

Ican'tdealwithhimrightnow

Yonela:"wecanturnandgolookinanother

shop?"

Thelma:"yeah..Isawanicedressthatway"



Me:"No..wegoinginthatshop,I'mdonerunning

away"

Itsaladiesshop,he'sprobablyherewithEnhle

Oureyesmeetaswegotcloser

Yonela(clenchedteeth):"itsstillearlyforayou

turn"

He'sstandingbythedoorholdingatrolleywith

abunchofpaperbagswithabigteddyon

top,wowheneverboughtmeateddythatbig...

howromanticofhimtodoitforEnhlehis

first..orisitsecondLove?Welookateachother

untilwemakeourwayinsidetheshop,Iturnand

lookatthedirectionI'mwalkingto,Icanstill

feelhiseyesonme...IseeEnhleallserious

lookingattheclothes,thisisaveryexpensive

shopbytheway,I'llprobablyusemylastcentifI

findsomethingIreallylikehere...weignoreher

aswecheckoutdresseswithyonelapointingat

everything



Me:"comeonYonela,weonlycamefora

dress...Ialreadyhaveaneckless,andthatistoo

expensive"

Thelma:"yeah..Butitssobeautiful"

"Youright...mmhImightjustgetitformyself"

IturntobemetbythefamousMissWorld

Me:"helpyourself"

Enhle:"Iwill....Quinton!Baby!"

HecallsQuintontocomein,hepointsatthe

trolley,indicatingHecan'tleaveitthere

Enhle:"askthesecuritytolookafteritlove!"

Heleavesitbythesecurityandcomestowards

us

Iturnandcarryonlookingattheclothes,my

heartbreaksalittle,itsbeenmonthsnow,he's

stillwithher,there'snodoubttheyshagging

eachother



Enhletalksloudmakingsurewecanhear

Enhle:"Ilovethisnecklessbabe.."

IhearQuintonalthoughhe'stalkingonhis

normaltonebutitstoodeeptonothearhim

andtheyreallyclosetous

Quinton:"thenbuyit"

Enhle:"really!?You'ddothatforme?"

Quinton:"yeahsure..anythingyouwant"

Icansensehe'sirritatedabit..Iwouldtoo,the

bitchisclingy,butIguessthat'swhyheloves

her...IlookatthemandIfindIlookedatthe

wrongtimewhentheyarekissingpassionately

inpublic..Iquicklyturnback,Ifeelmyheart

achealotthistime..hedidn'tevenstop

her...whywouldhedothatLisa?Psshhtheyare

acoupleafterall

Ifthisishisheartstillinagoodplace...Ithink

Bellawaswrongthistime



Enhle:"itwillgoverywellwiththeengagement

ring!!"

Mywholeworldcollapsesasmymouthhangs

open,Ilookatthegirlsandtheyhavethesame

expression

Me:"uhm..eerrh...Idon'tthinkmydressisinthis

shop...let'sgolooksomewhereelse"

Myvoicedecidedtobreakatthelastfewwords

inmysentence

Iholdmymouthblockingthesobthatwanted

toescape,Itakeahugebreatheinandoutthen

turnedandwalked,webumpedintoeachother

Quinton:"sorry"

IforceasmileandshakemyheadasItryto

continuebutthespaceissmallandwekeep

movingtothesameside...thisisthelastthingI

needrightnow,Icansmellheronhim...

Me:"canyoupleasegetoutmywayman?"



Quinton:"ofcause...Sorry"

Hemovestooneside,Icarryonwithmyway

andheadforthedoor,whilekeepingmycool,we

walkstraighttothetoilets,Iburstintotearsas

soonasweenter,theycomfortme

Yonela:"Idon'tbelievehim...he'sjustgonna

marryher,justlikethat?Aftereverythingy'all

havebeenthrough"

Thelma:"Ireallythought...Soonenough,y'all

justforgiveeachotherandgetbacktogether...I

mean,everyonecanseethatyoutwobelong

together"

Iwipemytears

Me:"Iguess,itwasallinourhead....maybehe

wasonlymeanttosavemefrombad

situations....Nothingmore"

Yonela:"sshhh...don'tsaythat...he'llregretthis,

you'llsee,he'llgettiredofthatgolddigging

mosquitoandrunbacktoyou"



Me:"thenwhat?...Ishouldjustwelcomehim

backjustlikethat?Andeverythingwillgoback

tothewaythingswere?Thenourrelationship

willbethesameagain?Asifnothingever

happened?...Pleasedon'tfoolme,noQuintonis

comingbacktome,he'shappywhereheis..this

isit..thisismybreakingpoint,Ican'ttakeit,its

timeIletgo"

QUINTON

Thethingswedoforthepeopleweloveare

sometimesbeyondmeasure,sometimesyou

justhavetoprotectthemwithoutthemknowing,



becausethat'stheonlywayyoucanprotect

them,Itsnoteasy,youhavetosometimesgive

upyourlifeandputthembeforeyou,sothat

you'llbeabletoshieldthem....Iamsoclosein

gettingalltheinformationIneedonthe

Johnsons,notonlytoprotectLisa,buttomake

suretheygodownandnevergetbackup...and

anotherwayistotakeouttheheadofthe

house,thatbeingMrJohnson...I'vedrawn

myselfsoclosetothatfamily,theycompletely

trustme...wellIknowMrJohnsonisonlyhappy

thatI'montheirsidenowandI'mnolonger

protectingLisabutI'mnowinlovewiththeir

daughterwhichwillmakeiteasyforthemto

attackher...they'vebeenkeepingacloseeyeon

herandtheycanseethatthingsarereallyover

betweenus,assheisnowgettingdownwith

theMuller,..TroyMuller,thewhiteguy,Ialsodid

researchonhim,hisgenuineandhe'sbeen

throughalotofsadshit,soLisaissafewith

him...ifIhadtoldLisamyplan,thenshewouldn't



havemovedonwithanotherguys,shewouldn't

havemadeitbelievableifItoldherweshould

actitouttogether,myplanwouldn'twork,things

aremorerealandbelievablethisway.Iasked

Enhleforherhandinmarriagetoprovemyself

totheJohnsons..Andnow,nowIhavealltheir

trust,Iknowabouttheirshipmentwhattimeit

goesandcomesback..I'llbeabletobustthem

tothepolicealongwiththeirhumantrafficking,

andallthosegirlswillbefree,Iknowsomeof

themdependonthatjobfortheirfamiliesbutI

canhelpthemoutwithsomething,inmy

businesseswhichI'llbechangingtobelegal

soon,sincetheyareinmyname,myfamilyhas

nosay...Istillhaven'ttalkedtothem.

IhateseeingLisalikethisbutatthesametime,

she'sgettingtosortoutherlifeandfocuson

herselfforonce

NowIfeellikeI'vebeenholdingherbackfrom

beingherself,hernewmakeover,theglowon



herfaceandhereyes...onethingIhateaboutall

thisisthefoolingaroundwiththemuscleman

Troy...Ican'thelpbutfeelhurtandvery

jealous,that'smygirlandIlovehermorethan

anything,I'mdoingallthisforher,IfeellikeI

couldjusttellher,Ihopeshe'llunderstand,it

lookslikeshe'sreachedherbreakingpointafter

today...whatifwhenthisisallover,whichitwill

beverysoon...whatifshedoesn'twannacome

backtome?Whatifshe'scaughtfeelingsfor

Troyandshedoesn'twanttohearmeout.I

knowthemarriageistakingitabittoofar,,..but

that'showfarI'mwillingtogoforher...orI'll

neverbeabletoforgivemyselfforherdeath

Enhle:"let'sgogetsomethingtoeatbabe"

Me(sighs):"yeah..let's"

Enhle:"babe"

Me:"yeah?"

Enhle:"whatwouldyousayifItoldyouI'm



pregnant?"

Myheartskipsabeat,impossible

Me:"uhm..II...areyoupregnant?"

Enhle(laughs):"whatifIam?"

Me(chuckles):"I'dbethrilled...areyou?"

Enhle:"No...wehavetostarttrying,myfather

wantsagirlfromme"

Me:"ofcausebabe...Ican'twait"

Enhle:"lookatthis"

Sheshowsmepicturesofbabynurseries

OnethingI'vekeptverysecretfromthem...is

myunbornchild

Ijusthopethisallendsbeforehe'sborn

[07/30,13:19]Ron:Insert57



LISA

Twoweekslater

"HlliiouchNella!Youburningmyskulp"

Yonela:"sorry,naweyourhairissocurlythough,

itsimpossibletostraighten"

She'sstraighteningmyhairwiththehair

straightener



Yonela:"alldone!"

Me:"finally!"

Thelma:"now,comeputonyourdress"

Iputitonanditsjustperfectshehelpsmewith

thezipatthebackthatonlygoesuptoright

abovemywaistasthedressexposesmywhole

back,butitcoversmyfrontandisVshapedin

frontshowingenoughchestandcleavage,its

bodyhuggingandverylongthatithasashort

tailthattouchestheground,Iwearaniceblack

pairofstilettos,Ihadtopracticethethewhole

weektowalkonthese,Ihopetheydon'tdropme

infrontofallthosepeople...Igotablackclutch

bagtomatchtheshoesandredmattlipstick,I

mustsay,Ilookbeautiful.

Yonela:"andCinderellahasturnedintoa

beautifulprincess....asyourfairygodmother

I'mproudtosay....mychild,youarenowready

fortheball"



Welaughandjustthenthere'saknockatthe

door

Thelma:"wow,MrMullerhastiming"

Yonela:"I'llgogetitwhileyoufinishup"

Shewalksout,Itakethefluffyblackhalfcoat

andputiton,itsabitchillyoutside

Yonela:"he'swaiting"

Itakeahugebreatheinandout

Thelma:"you'llbefine,thoselawyerswillnotice

yourpotential"

Me:"I'msonervous...I'veneverbeenorinvitedto

highplaceslikethis"

Yonela:"there'safirsttimeforeverything....

Nowgoshowthemwhatyoumadeof...andI

knowtroywillgaspanddrophisjawoncehe

seesyou,let'sbet"



Me:"mxmohplease,troyisusedtoseeing

beautifulwomanwhodressevenbetterthan

thisallthetime"

Yonela:"we'llsee"

Iignoreheandwalkouttheroomwiththem

followingbehindmehe'ssittingbythesingle

couch,Iclearmythroathequicklystandsupas

heturnstolookatmehiseyeswondermybody

upanddownwithhismouthopen...yonela

clearsherthroat,IlookatherandshewinksI

rollmyeyeswhileThelmagigglessoftly

Imustsayhelookamazinginhissuitandthose

tightpants,hishairniceandstyledlayingback

Iclearmythroathetakeshiseyesoffmydress

andsmileslookingatmeintheeyes

Troy:"youlook.....breathtaking"

Ismile

Me:"thankyou,youlookhandsomeaswell"



Troy:"shallwe?"

Heextendshisarm

Iputmineunderhisandourarmslock

Me:"weshall"

Wewalkoutheopensthecardoorformeand

wedriveoff

Troy:"calmdown,noneedtobenervous"

Me:"I'mnotnervous"

Troy:"youtappingyourfingers,that'sasignof

beingnervousandyoustarringoutofspace"

Me:"okayI'mnervous"

Troy:"don'tbe..Lawyersdon'tbite,theyhuman

likeyou"

Me:"Iknow..buttheyareintimidating..Doyou

watchsuits?"

Troy:"myfavouriteseries"

Me:"ifIcouldmeetHarveySpectorI'd



faint...that'showmuchI'mscaredoflawyers"

Troy:"thenwhydoyouwanttobecomeone?"

Me:"sothatIcanalsobeintimidating...whilstI

throwthosethugsinjail"

Troy:"youdoknowthat..throwingthemintojail

won'talwaysbethecase?"

Me(sighs):"Iknow"

Troy:"soifyouwanttomakeitinthelawworld,

youhavetobestrongandletgoofthe

sympathyandfragileheart.....theclientcomes

first"

Me:...

Troy:"youthinkyoucanhandlethat?"

Inod

Me:"yeah.....Icanhandlethat"

Troy:"someclientsarebigtimegangsters..And

they'llwantyoutogetthemoutofreallymessy



situations...Youcan'taffordtosayno,cause

theyhavetherighttoalawyerandtheypayalot

ofmoney...somecommitreallyseriouscrimes

likerapeandmurder,andyou'llhavetodefend

themtonotgotojail.Doyouthinkyoucan

handlethat?"

SoI'llletrapistsrunfreetogorapeinnocent

womenandchildrenoutthere?CanIhandle

that?

Me:"whyareyoutellingmeallthis?"

Troy:"sothatIknowifyoucanhandlebeinga

lawyer?"

Me(sighs):"Icanhandleit...itswhatI'vealways

dreamedof..I'msureIcanhandleit"

Troy:"ifyousayso"

Wefinallygettothefunction,withTroy

introducingmetoallthebigshotlawyersin

southAfrica,IwassoexcitedbutImanagedto

hideitandactprofessional.



WeapplaudedoncemoreasTroycamebackto

thetableaftersayinghisspeech

Istandupandhughimashegetstoourtable

Me:"thatwasbeautiful"

Troy:"thankyou"

Hekissesmycheekandwesitdownand

engageintoconversationwithotherpeople

aroundthistable,Imustsaythesepeopleareof

veryhighstandardandclass,someare

graduatesfromHarvardlawschoolinUSA..how

IwishIhadgottenachancetostudythere.

Thewinekeepscomingandmusicstarts

playing,aslowsongcomesonandalmost

everyoneiswithapartnermovingtotheslow

beat.Troystandsupandextendshishandto

me

Troy:"mayIhavethisdance?"

IlaughsilentlylookingdownasIblush,Ilook



backupathimandhehasthebiggestsmile

ever,IgivehimmyhandasIstandtomyfeet

Me:"Yes,youmay"

Wemovestothedancingarea,welookateach

otherintheeyesbeforehepullsmeagainsthis

bodyandlockshisarmsaroundmywaist

gentlyIwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandwe

dancetotheslowsong,Ilaymyheadonhis

shoulder

Troy:"youhairsmellssonice"

Me:"thanks...yousmellnicetoo"

Weremainquietandmovetothebeat

Troy(whispersinmyear):"Iwishthissongnever

ends,Ilovehavingyouinmyarms"

Ismileandpullhimevencloser.

Wenowdrivingbackhome,heparksinfrontof

myapartment

Troy:"yousureyoudon'twanttogohomewith



me?"

Me:"nicetryTroy,butnottonight,Ijustwantto

bealoneandletallthatinspirationsinkin"

Troy(sighsdisappointedly):"ifyousaysothen"

Hegetsoutandopensthedoorforme

Troy:"Iwould'velovetotakethisbeautiful

dressoffyou...itsallI'vebeenthinkingabout

youknow"

Me:"I'llwearitagainwhenIpayyouavisit"

Helaughsandtakesmycoatthenputsit

aroundme

Troy:"goodnightgorgeous"

Me:"goodnight"

Hekissesmycheek,thenlooksatmefora

while,heremoveshairfrommyfaceasheholds

myneckandpullsmeinforakiss,Ikisshim

back,hepullsout



Troy:"damn!Ican'tletyougo"

Me:"ohTroy"

IkisshimagainforawhiletillIpulloutasit

wasgettingheated

Me(breathlessly):"goodnightTroy"

Troy:"goodnightLisa"

IwalkawayandwatchhimdriveoffasIclose

thegate

Iwalktowardsthedoorwhilelookingforthe

keysinmypursewhichI'mhavingdifficulty

findingunderallmymakeupandabunchof

stuff,Istandbythedoorlookingforthem

Me:"finally!"

IsayasIpullthemout

"Finally!...now,don'tyoudaremove"

Ihearthegunbeingtriggeredrightagainstmy

head,myblooddropstomystomachasmy



heartbeatacceleratesreadytopopout,Idrop

thekeysandeverythingelseIwasholdingasI

slowlyoutmyhandsup

"Pickupthekeysandopenthedoor"

Iknowthatvoice..butI'mnotquitesurewhereI

knowitfrom?

IdoasI'mtoldandwewalkinsidewithmylegs

pressedtogetherasIfeeltheurgetopee...oh

God,isthisit?AmIreallydyingtoday?..why?

Whytoday,pleaseLordshowyourmercyfather,

IknowImighthavelostmywaysthesepast

fewweeks,I'msorryI....

"Wherearethediamonds?"

Me:"whwhat...Idon't...

"Don'tfuckenwastemytime!!"

Hepressesthegunhardagainstmyhead

Me:"okayokay...I'llgogetthem"

"Leadtheway"



Iwalktotheroom,I'msurprisedtheseheels

haven'tdroppedmeyet

Igetdownonmykneesnexttothebed,with

tearssteamingdownmyface

Me:"pleasedon'tkillme"

"JUSTGETTHEDAMNDIAMONDS!!"

Iquicklyliftupmybedmattressandtakethem

"Don'tlookatmejusthandthemover"

Igivehimmyhandandhetakesthem

"(Laughing)...youcanturnandmeettourworst

nightmare"

Islowlygetonmyfeetandturntofacehim,he

takesofftheblackheadmask,Igaspasboth

mymouthandeyeswiden

Me:"Mr...Johnson??.....

MrJohnson(laughing):"whyyousoshocked?

YouthoughtIforgotaboutyou?....ohnolittle



lady,I'vebeenkeepingaverycloseeyeon

you..where'syourlovingboyfriendnow?He's

marryingmydaughter,youseeLisa,youalso

could'vehadanicecomfortablehappylife,ifyou

hadjustbaredwithmysonandinsteadof

sendingyourboyfriendtokillhimyoushould've

justhelpedhim..hereallylovedyou,hewas

willingtochangeforyou,butyouareyour

Father'sdaughter,abetrayer,thesewere

supposedtobeourdiamonds,weweregoingto

sharethepowertheycomewith,buthedecided

tobeselfishandkeepitallforhimself..Iwas

goingtokillhimbutIguesstheO'Brien'sbeat

metoit.......,nowyoucangojoinyourfatherin

hell...andsayhiforme"

HepullstheslideagainIclosemyweteyesasI

awaitfortheexcruciatingpain

*Bhaah!!*

Ifallonmyknees



*Bhahbhah*

Gunshotsgooffbutnopain?Iopenmyeyes

slowlytobemetbyQuintonholdingagun

pointedattheverybloodydeadmaninfrontof

me,myfaceandwholefrontiscoveredin

splatteredblood

Me(Whispers):"Quinton?"

*Bhaah*

Heshootsthealreadydeadmanonthehead

oncemore

Me:"No...

Ilookupathim,he'sstarringdownatthedead

man,heliftshisfaceupandoureyeslock...my

headgetsdizzyandveryheavyasthelightsgo

off

******

Iopenmyeyesandquicklysitupinfear

Me:"Quinton!"



Ilookaroundandhe'ssittingattheedgeofthe

bed,IlookatmyselfandI'mcleaninmyPJs,I

gositnexttohimandthat'swhenIrealisewhat

he'sstarringat,MrJohnsonisstilllayingthere

inhispoolofblood,mybodycrawlsindisgust,

webothjustsitthere

Quinton:"areyouokay?"

Heasksafterafewminutesofsilence

Me:"No..."

Quinton:...

Me:"areyouokay?"

Quinton:"No"

*silence*

Me(whispers):"youkilledhim"

IfeelhimlookatmeasI'mlookingdown

Quinton:"hewasgoingtokillyou"

Myspiritfeeldown,Ifeelbroken,notbecauseI



wasalmostkilledorbecauseMrJohnsonis

dead....butthatimageofQuintonkillinghimis

whatbothersmethemostmorethananything,I

wishitweresomeoneelse,notQuinton

Me:"Iknow...(signs)...whatarewegoingtodo

aboutthis?...weshouldgetridofitandcleanup

thismess"

Quinton:"No....weshouldcallthepolice"

Igivehimanastonishedlook

Me:"areyoucrazy?Doyouknowhowharditwill

betoprovethatthiswasdefense?Youmight

gotojail...Ican'taffordtoloo--....Imeanyou

can'tjustgowasteyourlifelikethat"

Quinton:"Ihaveitfiguredout...don'tworry"

Me:"what?....wait...howdidyouknowhewould

behere?"

Quinton:"IknewcauseIwaswillingtomarryhis

daughter"



IlookathimasItrytocomprehendwhathe's

saying

Me(confused):"what?.....whatdoesthatmean?"

Quinton:"I'llexplaineverythingtoyou,rightnow,

justknowthat,I'vealwaysbeenbyyour

side,andI'llalwaysbebyyourside..EverythingI

do,Idoitforyou..andeverythingIdid...Ididitfor

you..becauseIloveyou"

Me(confused):....

Quinton:"thepoliceandambulancewillbehere

anysecondnow"

JustthenIhearthesirens

Whatdoeshemean,heknewaboutallthis?

What'sgoingonhere!?

MyphoneringsdisturbingoureyecontactI

answerit

Me:"hello?"

"Lisa...Iheardgunshotsfromthatsideand



nowI'mhearingsirens...areyouokay?"

Me:"I'mfineTroy"

IlookatQuintonandhe'slookingatme.Ilook

away

"Doyouknowwhereitcamefrom?"

Me:"someonetriedtorobmeandkillmebuthe

gotshotbeforehecould"

"WHAT!!Andyoutellingmeyoufine!?I'llbe

rightthere!!"

Me:"NoTroy...Itsfine,itsovernow"

..

Me:"hello?"

..

Me:"Troy.youthere?"

Ilookatmyphoneandhehangup

"I'mgonnaneedy'alltostepoutofthehouse

please"



Saysthepoliceofficerastheymaketheirway

inwiththeparamedics

Theyaskusafewquestions

Detective:"I'mgonnaneedy'alltocomewithme

forfurtherquestioningandyouwillhaveto

spendanightinacelluntilwegetenough

Information"

Me:"butofficer...."

Detective:"Pleasedon'tmakeusforceyou

mam"

"Thatwon'tbenecessary"

Weturntolookathim

Detective:"MrMuller"

Troy:"DetectiveDickens"

Detective:"wehavetotakehimthemin"

Troy:"now,webothknowtherulesand

rights,I'msureyouweregivenastatement,your



jobistolookmoreintoit,letthevictimshave

theirrestbeforeyoucantakeanyoneinfor

questioning...what'stheuseoftakingthem

thereiftheywon'tansweryouandthey'll

demandalawyerwhowillcomeandtellyouthe

samethinginthatstatementyouholding?"

Helooksathimforawhile

Detective:"I'llseeyoutwotomorrow...Havea

goodnight"

Hewalksaway,Troypullsmeintohisarms

immediately

Troy:"areyouokay?Yousuretheydidn'thurt

you?"

Me:"No.I'mfineTroy"

IpullawayfromhimandturntolookatQuinton,

Iseehimgetinhiscaranddrivesaway...he

didn'tevensaygoodbye,Ididn'tevengettosay

thankyou



Troy:"youcantstayherealoneaftertonight....I

haveplentyofroom,atleastspendafewnights

untileverythinghassettleddown"

Ilookathimandgivehimafaintsmile...Ilook

backattheroad,whereQuinton'scar

disappearedto

"Let'sgo"

Ilookathim

Me:"uhm.....I'msorryTroy....but,there's

somewhereIneedtobe"

Helooksatmeforawhilethensmiles

Troy:"youcantakemycar"

Me:"thanks"

Ihughim,hegivesmethekeys..Igetinhiscar

andfollowthedirectionhedrovein

.



.

Afewinsertsawaytotheend ♥
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IparkoutsidethegateandbuzzSandiletoopen

thegateforme,afterafewsecondsitopensI

parkrightbehindhiscar,Isigh,beforegetting

outofthecar

Ilookatthehousethenmakemywaytowards

it

Ibudgein

Me(shouts):"Quinton!"

Ilookaroundandthere'snoone,Irunupstairs

"Quinton!Baby!...Weneedtotalk!"

IsayasIbudgeinhisroom,nooneinhere,I

walkoutandlookattheotherrooms,Inotice

thespareroomthatweneverused,theoneI

usedtoprayinisnownicelydecorated,smells

offreshpaintasitspaintedblueand

white,everythingisbabyblueandwhitewitha

soccerthemeofArgentina,that'sQuinton's

favouriteteam,helovesLeonelMessi..itsso

cute..Ilookaroundtheroomnexttothecot,all



thecutebabythings..wowIguesshe'sreally

excitedaboutthisbaby,he'sgonnabeagreat

father,Ijustknowit...there'sasmalltablewith

threeframedpictures..Iwalkcloser,Inthe

middleisabigframeofapictureofhimandI

he'shuggingmefrombehindandkissingmy

cheekwhileI'm smilingwidelyatthecamera

nexttoitisapictureofmealoneandtheother

sideisapictureofhim.Atearescapesmy

eye....ThiswholetimeIthoughthewasmoving

on,hewasstillthinkingaboutme?Thenwhy

wouldhehurtmelikethat,whywouldhecheat

onmethengetbacktogetherwithhisex....

Theremustbegoodexplanation.

IhearscreamingcomingfromdownstairsI

quicklyrunouttheroomanddownthestairs,

thenoiseiscomingfromoutsideitsoundslike

awomanscreaming,Inoticetheslidingdoorat

thebackisopen,Irunouttothebackhouse

wherethenoiseiscomingfrom,shesounds



likeshe'sinalotofpain

Me:"Quinton!Sandile!What'sgoingon?"

IshoutasImakemywayinsideandnotice

Sydneyonthebedscreamingherlungsout

Sandile:"shewaslikethisevenyesterday..We

tookhertothedoctorbutitwasjust

contractions....wethinkitsstillthem"

"Aaahhhaahhhhh!!!"

Quinton:"justbreathwillyou!"

Irunclosertothem

Me:"don'tshoutather...sheneedstogettothe

hospitalquickly...Thisbabywantstocomeout"

Theylookatme

Me(shouts):"Ayibo!!!Moveit!Sandilegetherto

thecar!!Quinton!Getmoving!!Comeon!!!We

haveababyontheway!!"

Theygetupasfastaslighting



Ifollowbehind.Itakeatowelthatwasontopof

thebed,Ipassthekitchentogetabottleof

water

QuintondrivestothehospitalwhileSandileand

Iaretryingtocalmherdown

Me:"havesomewater"

Sheshakesherhead

Sydney:"doIlooklikeIfuckenneedwater!!

Ashhhhsshhhhhiitt...ohmygosh..mywater!"

Herwaterbroke

Me:"justtrytobreathokay"

Ishowherhowtobreath,shecopiesmefora

whilethenstops

Sydney:"thisisuseless!"

Iwetthetowelandputitonherforeheadthen

holdhertummy,shecalmsdown

Me:"thatfeelsbetter?"



Shenods

Sydney:"alot"

Quintonisdrivingonnormalspeedrespecting

alltheroadrulesasifhe'sinnorush

Me:"Quinton!Willyousteponit!She'sgoing

throughpainhereweneedtogethertothe

hospitalquick!"

Quinton:"she'llbealright"

Ican'tbelievehe'senjoyingthefactthatshe'sin

painrightnow

Me:"Ohsoyoudon'tmindifyourbabyis

conceivedrighthere?"

HedrivesfasterafterIsaidthat,Iremovemy

handsfromSydneysinceshewasbetter

"Aaahhh!!!Pleasedon'tletgo!"

Iputmyhandsonhertummyagainandshe's

calm...okay



Sydney:"howdoyoudothat?"

Me:"what?"

Sydney:"yourhands...theymakethepaingo

away"

Ishrug

Wefinallygettothehospital,Quintonpicked

herupandranwithherinsidewithmewalking

behindandSydneyscreamingatthetopofher

voiceinagony

Thedoctorsattendherimmediately

Doctor:"y'allgoingtohavetowaitouthere"

Quinton:"I'mthefather"

Doctor:"oh..Iguessyoucancome,onlyfamily

though"

Iwatchthemastheygoin...Iwouldhaveloveto

alsobepartofthat,he'sdoingitagain..leaving

meinthesidelines,nomatterhowmuchItryto

showthatI'monhissidethathecantrustme



buthejustdoesn'tseeit.

Isitbythechairandburymyfaceinmyhands

"Couldyoupleasecomeinwithme?"

Ilookupathim

Me:"huh?"

Hehelpsmestand

Ismileathim

Quinton:"comeon..he'salmosthere"

Hepullsmyhandandweheadtoherward,

she'salreadypushing

Quintonsqueezesmyhandaswewatchher

pushing

Doctor:"onelastpush....Ineedyoutogiveitall

you'vegot"

"Aahhhhhhhhhhhhh!!!!!"

Nextthingweknowitacryingbaby



Doctor:"congratulations....Itsahealthybaby

boy"

Isigh,thenursesgowashhimfirst,Igostand

nexttoSydney

Me:"howyoufeeling?"

Sydney:"inpain..butrelievedatthesametime"

Ichuckleandsodoesshe,IlookatQuinton

who'sstaringatme

aswestandingoppositeeachotheroneither

sideofthebed

Nurse:"thereyougo"

ShegivesSydneyherbaby

Sydney:"aawwmybaby...he'ssocute"

Shekisseshimontheforehead

Quinton:"mayI?"

Shehandshimthebaby,hesmilesasatear

escapeshiseyebuthequicklywipesit,heplays



withthebaby'scheeksthenkisseshim

Hewalksaroundthebedtowardsme,he

standsnexttome

IturnandfacehimasIstandupfromthechair

Quinton:"here"

Hegivesmethebaby,Igentlytakehim,he'sso

tinyhehashiseyesclosedwithhislittlehands

fistedagainsthisface

Me:"he'ssobeautiful"

Myheartskipsabeat,I'mfilledwithsomuch

joy,havinghiminmyarmsisthebestfeeling

ever

Me:"ohmyGod,thankyoufather,forthis

wonderfulgift"

Ikisshistinyhands

Me:"I'msoinlove"

IgivehimtoSydney



Me:"Ithinkheneedsmommy'sboobies"

Sydney(chuckles):"let'sfeedyou"

Shegiveshimtheboobandhesucksonitfor

dearlife

IwatchasQuintonwatcheshisbabyeatwith

somuchjoyinhim

Iwalkoutoftheward...Ican'thelpbutfeel

heartbroken,IthinkImadeamistakecoming

here,evenifIwantedustofixthings,butthings

willneverbethesameanymore,lookslike

Sydneywillforeverbepartofhislifenowand

asmuchasIloveQuinton,Idon'tthinkIcango

throughthatagain.Igetoutsidethehospital

andgothroughmyphoneasIlookforaride

"Whereyouoffto?"

Iturntobemetbythemosthandsomefather

Me:"oh..IIjustthought,Ishouldgo..."

Heputshishandsinhispocket..helovesdoing



that

Quinton:"whydidyoufollowme?"

Ilookdown

Me:"IIjustwantedtothankyou"

Heremansquiet,Ilookupathim

Quinton:"for?"

Me:"thankyouforsavingmylife....onceagain"

Henods

*silence*

Me(sighs):"okaythen...that'sall,bye"

Iturnandwalkawayfromhim

"Thatwastheplanallalongyouknow"

Istopwalking

"Everything,alltheflirtingandmarryingwith

Enhle.....itwasallpartoftheplan"

Iturntolookathim



Hesitsdownbythestepsinfrontofthe

hospitalbuildingandlooksstraightforward,Isit

nexttohimandalsolookatthefreeway

Me:"Ineedyoutotellmeeverything.....And

please,don'tleaveoutasinglething"

Quinton:"itallstartedtwoweeksafterIwas

shot...Ifoundoutwhoshotme"

Agaspescapesmymouth

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Quinton:"itwassomeniggarIdon'tknow,soI

askedmypeopletogethimforme,Ifoundthat

hewassentbytheJohnsons...That'swhenI

knewthattheyarenotdonewithyou...youthe

onewhowassupposedtogetshotthatday,

theywereafteryourlife,soIhadtoknowtheir

plans,Ihadtobetwostepsaheadof

them....that'swhenEnhlecameintomind,I

knewshewasnotovermeyet,sinceshehas

beentryingtogetbackwithmebutI'vebeen



ignoringher,soIdecidedtotakeadvantageof

theopportunityandtakeherback,Iknew,the

wayshelovesme,it'llbeeasygettingthe

informationIneedthroughher...Ihadtoactas

though,thingsbetweenyouandIaren'tgoing

well...sothatshebecomesmyescapefrom

you...Sheboughtitanditmadeherhappy,Ihad

tomakeitasbelievableasIcould"

Me:"soallthistime...youwerepretending

her?...themarriage?"

Quinton:"yes"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellme?Whydidyouletme

believeitwasallreal?Whydidyouletmyheart

breaklikethat?"

Hetakesadeepbreath

Quinton:"ifIhadtoldyou,wouldyouhave

understood?Wouldyouhavebeencomfortable

watchingmeentertainher?Flirtingwithher,

visitingherinthelatehoursofthenight?Taking



herout,givingheralltheattentionandaffection?

Thesameaffectionthatshouldbegivingyou?

Wouldyouhaveunderstood?"

Me:...

Quinton:"No..youwouldn't...itwould'vestill

brokeyou..Andyouwould'veaskedmetostop

orwewould'veendedupfightingeverydayuntil

weseparateasusual...Youwould'vesoldout

thewholeplantoEnhleIcouldn'taffordtolet

anyoneknow....Itwouldn'thaveworkedifItold

you"

Hetellsmeeverything..Howhe'splanningin

destroyingtheirbusinesses,howhegotto

knowwhattheywereuptoallthetime,howthe

engagementwithEnhlemadethemtrusthim

evenmore.

I'mindisbelief

Me:"wow"

Quinton:"I'msosorryIputyouthroughthat"



Me:"somuchhashappenedQuinton....While

youwerebusyplayingundercoverhero....so

muchhashappenedinmylife"

Quinton:"youmeanTroy?"

Welookateachother

Inod

Me:"butitwasnothingserious"

Quinton:"Iunderstand....Youwereheartbroken

andvulnerable,andhewasaround...tomake

youforgetandrelease"

Helooksaway,Icansensehisangerand

frustration

Me:"didyouhavesexwithher?"

Heremainsquiet

Me:"ofcauseyoudid....youhadto"

IburymyfaceinmyhandsasIholdthetears

Quinton:"Ididn'tmeanforittogothatfar,butI



neededtomakeitbelievable,Ineededherto

believethatIreallyloveherLisa..Aswrongas

thissoundsbut,Ididitforyou...ifitmeantMrB

alsohelpingmeout,I'ddoanythingforyou

Lisa.,.anything,evenifitmeansMrBshould

help...yourlifewasontheline,Icouldn'tafford

tolooseyoubabe,pleasetryandunderstand

Lisa...pleaseforgiveme,pleasebub..please

comebacktome,Ineedyou.....Ican'ttakeit

anymore,Imissyou"

Istareintohissparklingbluemixedwithgrey

eyes

Me:"IloveyouQuinton"

Quinton:"Iloveyoutoobub"

Me:"Ifeellikeyoujustdon'ttrustmeenough....

Likeyoudon'tbelieveinme...don'tyouthink,ifI

hadknownthatitsmylifethat'sindangerI

would'veunderstood..Don'tyoubelievethatI

would'vetrustedyou,thatIwould'vebeen



understandingandgratefulcauseIknowyou

wouldbedongitforme?....whydon'twetrust

eachotherQuinton,whycan'twefullyshare

thingswitheachother,whydowehaveto

communicatewheneverythinghasalready

beenmessedup?Weletpeoplecomebetween

uswaytooeasily....wegiveuponeachother

waytooeasily,oneminuteyoumakemefeel

likeImeansomuchtoyou,thenthenextyou

makemefeellikeyoudon'tgivetwofucks

abouthowIfeel...whydoyoudothat?And

eventhroughallofit,Ialwaysforgive,Ialways

havetotakeyouback....becauseofastupid

funnyfeelinginsideme...afeelingthatmakes

mebelievethatwebelongtogether,nomatter

what,..astupidfeelingthatisonlyfooling

me...youweren'tmeanttobewithme

Quinton,youwereonlymeanttoprotect

me...afterallmyfatherdidsay,youaremy

protector..Maybethat'sallyouare"



Ilookathimheshakeshishead

Quinton:"No..nothat'snotallIam..Lisa,we've

justbeenthroughalotofshit,Igetit...weare

justsomessedup,webroken,weloveeach

othersomuch...andnoonecanfixus,noone

canloveusthewayweloveeachother...I've

beeninvolvedwithmanywomenandyouknow

it..butnever,neverdidIoncefeeltheawesome

feelingsthatyoumakemefeel,neverhaveI

lovedanyone,notevenmyself,thewayIlove

you"

Me:"andthat'swhyweshouldstayawayfrom

eachother..themorewehappythemorebad

thingswillcomeupandleaveusevenmore

brokenandmessedup"

Tearsarestreamingdownonbothourfaces

Quinton:"no..youseethat'swhereyouwrong,

webelongtogetherbub,you'llneverloveanyone

likeyoulovemeandyouknowit...samegoes



forme,we'vetriedLisa,we'vetriedbeing

separatedanditjustmadeusmoreattachedat

heart...IknowyoucanfeelitwhenI'mcryingor

feelingdownorwhenI'mhappyeventhough

younotaround...Butyoucanfeelmyfeelings"

Howdoesheknowthat?

Quinton:"becauseIfeelittoo....whenyounot

around,whenyounotnexttome.,..Istillfeel

yourpresence,Ifeelit...inhere"

Hepointsathischestontheleftside

Quinton:"whenyouhurt...Ifeltittoo..even

whenyouhappy,Ifeelit..ItslikeI'mattachedto

you...there'sjustonethingwelack,welacking

somethingbub..andIthinkIfinallywhatitis"

Me:"whatisit?"

Hegetsupthenhelpsmestand,webothonour

feet

Quinton:"allthistime,wehavebeendoing



thingsthewrongway"

Ilookathimperplexed

Quinton:"weknowthatwebelongtogether,but

wehaven'tbeentogether....That'swhythings

haven'tbeengoingwellforus,alotofpeople

areagainstusbeinghappytogetherandwe

haven'tgottentherightblessings...Remember

theceremonyyourfatheraskedforfromme?"

Me(shocked):"wedidn'tdoit...somuch

happenedthatweforgotaboutit"

Henods

Quinton:"yourfatherhasn'tfullygaveushis

blessing,hehasn'tforgivenusyet...andaslong

ashe'sstillnotatpeace,..wewillneverbeat

peace"

Me:"youright"

Quinton:"andanotherthing..."

Hegoesdownononeknee,Iholdmybreathein



andmyeyespopout

Me(whispers):"Quinton,....

Quinton:"Idon'tseewhyweshouldwaste

anymoretime...we'vealreadywastedso

much...morethananythingLisa..weneedGod's

abundantblessings..lisakhanyaMthethwa...you

theonlywomanIwanttowakeupnexttotill

thedayGodtakesmylifeaway,let'smakeit

official,let'sprotectourhappiness,ourjoy,let's

dothingstherightwaybub..let'sspendtherest

ofourlivestogether......let'sgetmarried

Lisa,let'sbeone,therightway......marryme

lisakhanyaMthethwa?......Please?"

Icovermymouth,Ican'tbelievewhatI'm

hearing,Ican'tbelievewhatI'mseeing,hiseyes

turnedgreenmixedwithabitofblue

Quinton(whispers):"please"

Inodmyheadcontinuously



Me:"yes...yes...let'sgetmarried"

Hegetsupandwelookintoeachotherseyes

forawhile

Hepullsmecloseandwesharethelongest

kissever,Ievenliftmyonelegandwrapit

aroundhisleg,herubsmythighthenliftsit

up,togetherwithmyotherlegpickingmeup

withmylegsaroundhiswaist,Ican'tget

enoughofhislipsasmyhandsaremovingall

overhisbodyandsoarehisallovermine,ifit

wereuptouswe'dstripeachothernakedright

hererightnow

Ifinallygetthestrengthtopullout

Quinton:"lookatthis"

Hetakesoffhisjacketandgivesittome,helifts

hisshirtup..Iswearafloodjustformedontop

ofthefloodthatwasalreadytherefromthe

kiss,damnhispacks...he'sdefinitelybeen

exercising,he'sgottenbacktohisbuffandfit



oldself...ohlordhavemercyitslikehis

testosteronehormonehadrapidlyincreased

"Hello..Lisa..Doyoulikeit?"

Imovemyeyesfromhisabstohiseyes

Me:"huh?"

Quinton:"thetattoo?...doyoulikeit?"

Ilookathischest,aloudgaspescapesmouth

asmymouthhangsopen

Itstheexactstyleasmine,itreads"Lisakhanya

AmbroseO'Brien"

Me:"Quinton...It'sbeautiful"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"Iwouldn'thaveanyothername

tattooedonmeforlifethanyours"

Me:"Iwanttokissit"

Hechuckles

Quinton:"withpleasure"



Ilifthisshirtupandkissit,Iendupsmooching

it,hegiggles

Quinton:"enough"

Istophepullsmeintohisarms

Quinton:"don'tworryaboutSydney,she'sgoing

toamentalhouse,andwe'llraiseourbaby

togetherpeacefully.."

Me:"mentalhouse?"

Quinton:"yeah..Ihaveenoughprooftoprove

she'scrazy,shewon'thavecustodytothe

baby..ever..afterall..he'syourbabynow"

Me:"really?"

Quinton:"yes.Iknowyou'llmakethebest

motherintheworld"

Me(smiles):"youthinkso?"

Quinton:"Iknowso"

WekissIwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck



Me:"NomoresecretsQuinton"

Quinton:"Nomoresecrets..FromnowonI'lltell

youeverything"

Me:"wecommunicateabouteverything..Imean

everythingQuinton,wewillnotwaitforitto

comebetweenus,wetalkaboutitandgetridof

itimmediately"

Quinton:"yes..fromnowon,Iwilltellyou

everything..I'lllistentoyouropinionsandmake

sureIalwaysputyourfeelingsfirstbeforeI

makeanykindofrashdecisions"

Me:"evenifitsformyprotectionQuinton..I

needtoknow"

Quinton:"evenifitsforyourprotection"

Me:"evenifyouhavetofartorpoop..youtell

me"

Helaughs

Quinton:"evenifIneedtofartorpoop.I'lllet



youknow"

Welaughandendupkissingagain,hepullsout

Quinton:"let'sgoseeourbabyboy"

Wewalkbackinside,westandnexttohissmall

bed,lookingdownathimsleepingwhilehe's

holdingmeintohisarms,hekeepskissingmy

forehead,asIlaymyheadonhischestlistening

tohisheartbeat,IneverthoughtI'dfallin

love,getmarriedandhaveafamilyatsucha

youngage,mylifereallytookahugeturnof

events...andIneversawanyifitcoming

Quinton:"let'snamehim"

Ilookupathim

Quinton:"you'llgivehimhisfirstnameandI'll

givehimhismiddlename"

Me:"areyousure?Don'tyouthinkSydneywill

wantto....

Quinton(interrupts):"Idon'tcarewhatSydney



wants...Ionlycareaboutwhatsbestforyouand

mynamelessbabywhichIwantyoutoname"

Myheartmeltsandmykneesbecomewobbly,

whatisthismandoingtome!

Ilookdownatthebaby

Me:"Kyle"

Quinton:"Alexandra"

Me:"KyleAlexandraO'Brien"

Quinton:"welcomeson"

Ilookupathimandhe'slookingatme

Me:"haveyoubeentalkingtoBella?"

Quinton:"whatmakesyousaythat?"

Me:"youfinallyacceptedthatthereisa

God...youthoughtaboutmyfather'sceremony...

Ijustcan'tbelieveyoudidthatonyourown"

Hesmiles

Quinton:"yeah...IhavebeentalkingtoBella...



Fromthebeginning"

Me:"sheknewaboutyourplansfromthe

beginning?"

Henods

Me:"whydidn'tshetellme?"

Quinton:"Iaskedhernotto..butshe'sbeenmy

drivethroughthewholeplan...whenIfeltlike

givinginandtellingyoueverythingbecauseI

couldn'tstandseeingyouwithanotherman,but

shewouldremindmeoftheconsequences..

She'salsoreallyopenedmyeyestothiswhole

Christianitything"

Me:"really!?"

Quinton:"yes...butpleasedon'tpressureme

intoitjustasyet"

Me:"don'tworrybabe...whenyouready"

Quinton:"that'sallIneed"

Me:"whataboutyourfamily?"



Quinton:"theywerethelastproblemonmy

list...nowthateverythingissortedout...Iguess

itstimeIgopaythemavisit"

Me:"KyleandIwillberightbesideyou...holding

yourhand"

WehugandstareatpeacefullysleepingKyle
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Quinton:"I'mnotreadytofacethemBub"

Me:"youarelovebug"

Quinton:"Idon'thavetheenergyforthem"

Me:"Quinton...Itsnotlikeyougoingtoaskfor

unityoranything,youjustgoingtoletoutallthe

angerandfrustrationthatisbottledupinside

youtowardsthem bytalking,thenitsupto

themiftheywanttobepartofyourlifeor

not..youneedtoletthemknowthatyou

recognised"

Quinton:"whatiftheydon'twanttobepartof

mylifeanymore?Doyouthinkwe'lleverhave



peacewithoutbothourfamily'sblessings?"

Me:"aslongaswetriedtodothingstheright

way...wewillfindpeace,whatmattersisthatwe

tried"

Hesighs

Quinton:"Iknowbub...itsjust...mymother...how

doItalktoheraftereverything...howdoIeven

begintolookather?"

Me:"itsnowornever....you'llbefineQuinton"

Helooksatme,thenlooksatkylewhois

sleepinginmyarms

Quinton:"doyouthinkIshoulddoitboy?"

Kyleopenshismouthandmakescutebaby

soundsthengoesquietagain

Welaugh

Quinton:"ifyousayso..thenIguessIshould"

Ilaugh,heleanstowardsmeforakiss,Ipeck



hislipsbutasusualhesucksmybottomlipand

weendupsmooching,Ipullout

Me:"willyoueveracceptapeck?Wecan'tbe

smoochinginfrontofthebaby"

Quinton(chuckles):"whatdoesheknow"

Me:"he'sgonnaknowalotifyoucarryonlike

this"

Quinton:"thenhe'llbeagoodkisserlikedaddy"

Irollmyeyes

Me:"Arghmxm,youcan'tbeteachingababy

howtokiss"

Quinton:"don'tworrybabe...heknows,only

mommyanddaddykisslikethat,babygetsa

peck"

Me:"yeahright,justdrivealready"

Wewereparkedafewhousesaway,hedrivesto

thegate,heentersthepin,thegateopensand

wedrivein..Iswearthishousegetsmore



beautifulallthetime

Me:"we'llwaithereinthecarlove"

Quinton:"okay,I'llcally'allinsideinafew

though"

Me:"okaylove"

Hekissesmycheekthengetsoff,hebangsthe

door,causingkyletowakeup,hestartscrying

Me:"ohhhbaby,itsokay,itwasjustthedoor"

"Nweeehhnweehhh!!!"

Iholdhimupandlayhisheadonmychest

Me:"whatisitbaby?Youwantdaddy?"

"Nweehnweeh!!!!"

Me:"milk?"

Itrygivinghimthebottlebuthedoesn'twantit,I

smellhisbutt

Ohhsick



Me:"ohnoyoudidn't...DamnKyle..what'sup

withyouandyourfatherwithstinkbombs"

QUINTON

Icould'veletmyselfinbutthisisnothome

anymore

AminuteafterIrangthebellthedoorfinally

opened

Aidan:"Quinton!"

Heexaminesmeupanddownintotalshock

Aidan:"wha...whendidyou....Youcanwalk?!"



Igivehimasidesmile

Heattacksmewithahug,Ipathisbackthen

pushhimaway

Aidan:"comein"

Helet'smein,andleadsmetothesittingroom

Me:"pleaseleteveryoneknowI'mhereincluding

yourmom"

Aidan:"ofcause"

Hedisappears

Theyallwalkbackintheyalllooksurprisedto

seeme

Idon'tknowhowtoreadmom

Candra:"bro..whatapleasantsurprise"

ShecomesforahugIgiveherahandshake

Ihandshakethemall

Theysitdown



Mom:"Candra,getyourbrothersomethingto

drink,whiskey?"

Me:"No..Iwon'tbelong,itsokay"

Shesitsdown

Mom:"ohokay"

*silence*

Me:"Ijustcameheretosay...thankyou"

Theyalllookatmeperplexed

Me(chuckles):"Iknowright?..thankyou?What

couldIpossiblybethankfulforfrom

y'all?....absolutelynothing"

Mom:"Quintonwe....."

Iholdupmyfinger

Me:"sshhhh...I'mnotdone..Ijustneedy'allto

listen"

Me:"now..alothasbeengoingoninmylife,from

Sydneybeingpaidtocomeanddestroymy



relationship,tobeingbewitched,tobeingshot,to

beingacripple,tobeingabandoned,tobeing

abusedandraped,tobeinglonely,tobeing

rejected,misunderstood,takenforgranted,to

beinghealed,gettingmylifetogether

alone,gettingmygirlback,tobeingafathertoa

beautifulbabyboy...tillfinally,I'mnowwiththe

onlypersonwholovesme,unconditionally...alot

hashappenedandnotevenoneofy'allhave

beentheretoseeorsupport,Ineverthought

thatfamilywouldbetheonetoturntheirbacks

whenyouatyourlowest,youallreallysurprised

me,Candra?..myoneandonlysister?You

too,aftereverythingwe'vebeenthrough

together?"

Shelooksdownwithtearfuleyes

Me:"Aidan?Ithoughtwegoteach

other?....brothersforlifethroughhighandlow,I

gotyourbackforever....youforgotaboutthat?

Youknowifyouwereinmysituation,youknow



verywellwhowouldbemoreworkedupin

takingcareofyou..rememberthetimeyouwere

veryill?Momwasn'taroundtocleanyourvomit?

Iwentdownonmykneesandcleanedyourshit

up,Imadesureyoutakeyourmedication.I...you

knowwhat..youknowexactlywhatIdidforyou"

Helooksdownashamedandsad

IlookatClydehelooksrightbackatme,Ishake

myhead

Me:"Istillhavebloodinmyhandsbecauseof

you....youshouldbeinjail,butno..becauseI'm

yourbrotherandIloveyousomuch,Icouldn't

letthathappen...innocentpeoplearepayingfor

yoursins"

Ilookatthethreesiblingsofminewhocan't

evenlookatmeintheeye

Me:"allofyou...Iwouldn'tthinktwicetotakea

bulletfory'all...butIguessIwasallaloneinthis

wearebloodfamilycrap"



Ichuckleandwipetheoneteardropthat

escapedasIturnmyheadtolookatmother

Me:"whoismyrealmother?Andwhereismy

realfamily?"

Mom:"Iamyourbiologicalmotherandthisis

yourfamily"

Me:"Idon'tbelieveyou..mymotherwouldnever

dowhatyoudidtome,allbecauseofmoney?

Ofdiamonds?Becauseofpower?(Ishakemy

head)notthemotherwhocarriedmefornine

monthsfullterm...amotherwhothreatensto

killherownson?No..younotmymother"

Mom:"I'msosorry..."

Me:"IsaidIjustneedy'alltolisten"

Sheremainsquiet

Me:"Ijustwantedy'alltoknowthat....Iforgive

you"

Theylifttheirheadsandlookatme



Me:"Idon'tneedy'allpatheticexplanations

causetheywon'tmakeanydifference,..Iforgive

eachandoneofy'allandI'mwillingtogiveyou

allasecondchance,becauseIlovey'all,despite

everything...youmyfamilyandyes,familyalso

messesupsometimes,soIforgiveyou

guys,andify'allstillwantustobeanormal

familyagain,I'mgivingy'allthat

chance,becauseeverybodydeservesasecond

chance"

Candraburstintoaloudcryandmarches

towardsmeIstandupandgiveherthebiggest

hugever,Aidancomesinandjoinsusandso

doesClyde,weallgrouphug,evenClydeis

crying,everyoneisintears..Ifeelsomeonehug

mefrombehind,Iletgoofthemandlook

behindme,itsmom,welookintoeachother's

eyes,andIcanseethesincerityandpleadingin

hereyes

Iattackherwithahugsheholdsmetightand



that'swhenIfinallyletmytearsrunfree

Mom:"Iloveyousosomuch....I'msosorryfor

everything,I'msorry"

Me:"Iloveyoutoomama"

Despiteeverything,there'sstillloveinmefor

mymother,alotofit..

IloveherIcan'tbelieveIloveher..Lisawas

right,withforgivenesscomespeace

LISA

Me:"yousoadorable...Yesyouare...yougonna



growtobesohandsomelikeyourdad,andgirls

willbethrowingthemselvesatyou,don'tyou

dareletthemfoolyouwiththeirbigboobsand

bumscausemommywillkillthem,dead,youwill

focusonschoolsothatyoubecomesupper

smartandgetstraightAslikeyourmamahere

right?Rightboy?Butdon'tbecomeageek

now,pleaseyoohh"

Hemakesthecutebabysoundsandsmiles

withhisblueeyeswideopenandmouth

showinghisgumsandkickinghistinylegs

Me(laughing):"yesbaba,younogeek"

Heburps

Me(gasps):"excuseyou...whereareyour

mannersnana...don'ttellmeyoualsolostthem

likeyourdaddy...don'teverloosethemcause

mommyisgonnaspankrighthere"

Hescreamsinahappyway

Me(giggling):"yousofunnyAlex"



Thecardooropensdisturbingourconversation

Quinton:"come,let'sgoinside"

IgivehimKylebeforegettingout,itstoohotfor

ablanketandhe'sdressedabitwarmsoIleave

hisblanket

Me:"iseverythingokay?"

Hiseyeslooklikehe'sbeencrying

Henods

Quinton:"everythingisperfect"

Heholdsmyhandandwewalktothehouse

withhimcarryingkyle

Aidancomesflyingtowardsmefollowinghimis

CandraItakestepsbackandkeepsteadyifthis

isgonnabeahugitwilldefinitelydropme

Theyfinallyreachmeandattackmewithahug

IlaughasIhugthemback,theyalmostdropped

mebutIwasready



Aidan:"wemissedyou"

Me:"Imissedy'alltoo"

Weallheadtothehouse,Clydecomestowards

me,hashebeencrying!?Noway!!Hedoesn't

sayawordhejusthugsme...that'safirst,Iwas

expectingourweirdconvofirst...IlookatMrs

O'Brienandshe'ssmilingfaintlyatme,Istill

don'tknowhowtofeelaboutthiswomanand

mydreamaboutherisstillfreshinmymind,she

comestowardsme,Ifeellikeprotecting

kyle...don'tyoudaretouchmybaby!Shehugs

me..??..okay...Ihesitantlyhugherback

Q'smom:"I'msosorry...youdidn'tdeserve

everythingI'veputyouthrough...Pleasefindit

inyourhearttoforgiveme"

WowIneverthoughtI'dseethisday..

Me:"IlongforgaveyouMrsO'Brien...Ilong

forgaveyou"

Shepullsoutofthehug



Q'smom:"youcancallmeStella...ormom"

Asmilecreepsinmyface

Me:"mom"

IlookatQuintonandhe'snotholdingababyin

hishandshe'sbyCandrawhoissurroundedby

AidanandClydeinthesittingroom

Wewalkuptothem

Q'smom:"canIholdhim?"

Shegiveshimtoher

Q'smom:"mygrandson...Myveryfirst

grandchild"

ShelooksatQuinton

Q'smom:"thankyouson"

Hesmilesthenpullsmeandholdsmearound

mywaist

Quinton:"youwelcomemah...Ihavean

announcementtomake!Everyone!"



Candra:"wait!Letmegogetsomewinefirst"

ShedisappearstothekitchenwithAidanand

comebackwithwineandglasses

ShepoursforeveryonewhileAidanserves

us,theyallsitdownwithaglassineveryone's

hand

Quintonstandsup

Quinton:"now,y'allallknowthemostimportant

personinmylife,thewomanwhohasnow

becomemynumberone,theonewhomIcan't

livewithout...Nopeopleitsnotclichéitstrue,I

literallycan'tlivewithouther,I'ddie,theone

who'salwaysbeenbymysideandtoleratedall

myshitandmessedupself,theonlyperson

whohadnevergivenuponme,nomatterhow

manytimesI'vetoldhertofuckoffbutshe

believedinmeandthelovewehaveforeach

other...andbelievemewhenIsay,thatbabyyou

holdingmom,wouldn'tbehereifitwasn'tfor



her,Iwouldn'tbehereifitwasn'tforherandher

powerfulprayers....She'sthebestgiftGodhas

blessedmewith,andeverythingwe'vebeen

through,Iwouldn'tchangeasinglething,evenif

Iweregivenachancetogobackanddothings

differently,Iwouldn'ttakethatchance,because

everythingwe'vebeenthroughandtheway

everythinghashappened..ithasallledustothis

momentrighthere..I'velearntsomuchform

thisyoungstrongwomanoverhere....I'vealso

grownfromthelifelessonsI'vebeenthrough

withher,she'syoungerthanme,butshewas

alwaysthemorematureone...Ilovehertobits"

Heextendshishandandhelpsmestand

Quinton:"bubmeetmyfamily....Family,Iwant

youtomeetbub..ImeanLisa..(they

laugh)...LisakhanyaAmbroseO'Brien...My

fiancée,yournewsisterandadaughter...Yep

youcancloseyourmouths..wegettingmarried



soon"

Aidan:"I'lldrinkthat!"

Clyde:"congratulations"

Q'smom:"cheers"

Weallclickourglassestogetheranddrink,kyle

startscrying,Quintontakeshim

Quinton:"youalsowantyourownglasslittle

chap"

Me:"don'tyoudare"

Quinton:"justalittlesohecansleep"

Igivehimadeadstarehelaughs

Quinton:"I'mkidding..Geez"

Hewinksatkyle,kyledecidestosmileand

makesthosecutesounds,heetheseboysbetter

nottryme

Quinton'smomdecidedthatweshouldstay

overfordinner



Well,Sydneywastakentothementalhouse,I

askedQuintonnotto,butheinsistedthatshe

shouldlearnherlessononewayortheother,its

nousearguingwithhimwhenhe'smindis

madeup,butIunderstood,Ifeelsorryfor

Sydney,Ithinkalthoughshesaidshewants

nothingtodowiththebaby,deepdowninher

heartsheloveshimanditbrokeher,ItoldherI'll

sendherpicturesofeverything,shewillgetthe

bondwiththebaby,butQuintonwantskyleto

growupknowingmeashismotherandSydney

ashisAunty...Idon'tknowhowtofeelabout

thisyet...butfornow,I'llletitslide

Everyoneishappyandlaughing,wealljust

chillinginthesofas,Quintonisplayingwith

restlesskyle,IlookatQ'smom,forthefirst

timeinforeverIseeamother,amotherwho

lovesherfamilymorethananything,everyoneis

engaginginconversation,forthefirsttime,Ifeel



likeI'mpartofit,forthefirsttime,nooneis

sideliningme...Ijusthopeeverythingstaysthis

way.

IendedmynostringswithTroyandhe's

completelycoolwiththat,I'llbestaringwork

aftertheweddingwhichisintwomonths

time,weinformedmomwe'llbeheadingto

Mthathatomorrowfortheceremony,whichcan

nowbedoneproperlywithQuinton'smomby

ourside,Ihopeeverythinggoeswell.Although

Mncedisiisstillsomewhereoutthere,I'mhappy

he'slearnthislessonandwon'teverbe

botheringus.Tsepo,Istilltalktohim,weare

nowgoodfriendsandhe'sconfessedtome

thathereallylikesThelmabutdoesn'tknow

howtotellher,Itoldhimtogowithit,Istill

havntheardfromhimasitwasonlyyesterday

hetoldmethis...

IlookatQuinton,Idon'tknowwhatthefuture

holdsforus,butI'mneverlettinganythingcome



betweenusagain,Ilovethismanwithallmy

heart,nomatterhowmanytimesI'vetriedto

convincemyself,I'vefailed,he'smysoulmate,

we'veseeneachother'sworstsidesbutyet

hereweare,engagedandmadlyinlove,myown

superhero,IthankGodforbringinghimintomy

life,lovinghimwasnotalwayseasy,butits

alwaysworthitandsoonwe'llofficiallybecome

one.

Helooksatmeandwinkswhileblowingakiss

Hegetscloserandhismouthisrightonmy

ear,hiswarmbreathesendingshiversdownmy

spine

Quinton(whispering):"rememberyousaidwe

shouldcommunicatealotabouteverything"

Inod

Quinton(whispering):"Ijustfarted..itwasalong

one,butsilent,..sshhh"

Ilookathimandthenthesmellcomes,Ipulla



disgustedlook

Me(whispers):"silentbutdeadly"

WelaughalsoKylestartskickingandgetting

excited,firstKyleinthecar

nowhim!!Someonerescueme!!

.

.

TheEnd


