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IreceivedanotherletteryesterdaythatI

won'tgetmyresultsandIcan'tcontinue

withmystudiesanymore,Iregistered

twotimesforthebursarybutdidn't

qualifybecausemydad'sbusinessis

successful.WhenIcamehomefrom the

shopIfoundmyroommatealready

thereinourroom thatweshare.We

sharerentandgroceriesbutIhaven't

paidtherentfortwomonthsandshe



waskindenoughnottothrowmeoutof

theroom..

.

Me:"Mydadstilldoesn'twanttopaymy

schoolfeesandmysavingsare

finished".

Nokwanda:"Iwishtherewassomething

IcandobutIthinkthatyoushouldgo

homeandtalktohim,hemightchange

hismind".

Me:"Youknowhowmydadis,hewil

neverchangehismindandIdon'teven

wanttogohome".

Nokwanda:"Let'sgotoMcDonald'sjust

togetyourmindofthisstress".

Me:"AndIthinkIneedajob".



Nokwanda:"Iwillalsospeaktomy

brothermaybehewillfindyou

something".

Me:"Thankyou".

Nokwanda:"That'swhatfriendsarefor,

let'sgo".

WewererentinginDurbanCBD,

McDonald'swasjusttwostreetsaway,

wehadlunchandtooksomeselfies

thanwewentbacktoourplace..

Nokwanda:"Looktheyarerobbing

someone".

Me:"Butthat'ssmallandbhoza".

Werushedtothem cozweknewthe

guyswhowererobbingsomeone,the

guyswhosleepsinthestreetshasnever



robbedsomeonetheyarethemost

friendlypeople,someofthem were

abusedbytheirstepmother'sandsome

droppedoutofuniversitybecauseof

drugsthat'showtheyendeduponthe

streetsbuttheyarethenicestpeople

everormaybetheywereonlynicetocoz

wewerestayingintheCBDandthey

knowus..

Me:"Small,whatareyoudoingtothis

poorguy?".

Nokwanda:"Noguyssincewhendoyou

robpeople?".

Small:"eiysisterrhiscarcouldn'tstart

anymoresowehelpedhim nowhe

doesn'twanttopayus,hecalledus

hobbos".



Theguywaswearinganexpensive

lookingsuitandhiscarwasexpensive

too,Theproblem aboutrichpeopleis

becausetheythinktheyarebetterthan

anyoneelsewhohaseverwalkedon

planetearth..

Him:"Pleasetellyourboyfriendsto

leavemethehellalone".

Hisattitudestinkstoo,Ilookedathim

upanddownandIwaseatingmy

skopas..

Me:"WewantedtohelpyoubutI

changedmymind,Nokwandalet'sleave

him".

Him:"OhwaitI'm sorry".

Nokwanda:"DidIjusthear-".



Me:"Youdidchomi,Guysleavethis

rudeguyalone,ifhedoesn'twanttopay

youit'sfinehisGodwilldealwithhim,

we'llcookandbringyoufood".

Small:"Ahhbutsisterr-."

Me:"Pleasesmall".

Small:"Oknoproblem,you,getoutof

herebeforewerearrangeyourface,

ftseg!Go!".

Hedidn'tevenfeelsorryforthepoor

guysthat'swhyIhaterichpeoplecoz

mydadwasalsolikethis.Mymom isa

housewife,sheisbattlingwithcancer,

whenwegottoourplaceIgotacall

from mydadtellingmethatmymom is

gone,mymom wastheonlypersonwho



understoodme,mydadisaverygood

personbuthisrulesarejusttoomuch

andverystricttoo..Ihadtopackmy

bagsquickandgohome,Ididn'teven

bath,whenIgottothetaxirankmy

dad'staxisarealwaystheresoIdidn't

havetopay,thetaxidrovefrom Durban

topetermaritzburg.Ididn'tbelievewhat

mydadtoldmeoverthephoneandI

couldn'twaittogethome.Wearenota

verybigfamilyIhaveabrotherwhois

marriedandanotherolderbrotherwho

isinforextradingandthebusinessis

doingverywell,I'm theonlygirl..WhenI

arrivedhome,myaunt'sanduncleswere

there,Ilookedaroundsearchingformy

dadthanIwenttohisbedroom.Hewas



holdingmymom'sfavoriteJersey,I

haveneverseenmydadcrybefore.I

walkedtohim andhuggedhim,I

couldn'tstopmyselfbuttocryoutso

loud,mymom isreallygone.The

preparationsforthefuneralwereon

goingandthefuneralwassuccessful,

Everyonewentbacktotheirhomesand

itwasjustme,mydad,mytwobig

brothersandBusimybrotherswife..

.

.

.

.

Dad:"Idon'tthinkthatIwillcopeinthis

hugehousewithoutyourMother".



Senzo:"BusiandIwillmovebackhere

butifit'sfinewithyou".

Dad:"Thisisyourhome,youcancome

backbecauseMinenhlewillgetmarried

andleavethishousetoo".

Me:"Daddon'tevenstart,Iwanttogo

backtoschool,youstoppedallmy

brothersfrom payingmyschoolfees..

thisisthe21stcenturynoguywillwant

tomarryagirlwhoisnoteducated".

Vusi:"Minenhleplease-".

Me:"Pleasewhat?Actuallyyouarethe

biggestsnitch,youtolddadthatIasked

youschoolfeesmoney,youcould've

justgavemewithouttellinghim,youare

allthesameandnowthatMom isgoneI



knowthatIam allalonenow".

Dad:"Minenhle!Listenhereyounglady,

livinginDurbanhastaughtyoutospeak

tomelikethat?Youarenotgoingback

theredoyouhearme?Apologizetoyour

brother,Now!".

Me:"I'm sorry".

Dad:"Good,nowsitdownandawomen

doesn'ttalkwhenmenaretalking,do

youhearme?".

Inoddedandlookeddown...

Dad:"Good,there'samanwhocame

herethedayafteryoucamebackhome,

heisaveryrespectedman,youalso

knowhim,Everyoneknowshim.He

wantstoofferyouajobbuthesaidhe



willcomebackanddiscussitfurther

withmefirst".

°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°°
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.
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KwaNyamazaneKingdom

-TheNgubanePalace

.

Thepalaceisaveryhugeone,bigand

richtoo,everythingisfancy.TheQueen

studiedarchitecturesoshedesigned

everythingthatisinthepalace.King

Ngubaneisaveryhandsomeman,every

womenthrowthemselvesathim buthe



onlylovesoneperson,hiswife..Thefirst

borngraduatedfrom universitythree

yearsagoandhisrunningthebigbox

manufacturingcompanyinSouthAfrica,

theygrowtreesandmanufacturerboxes

andpapersandalsodistributethetrees

tootherAfricancountries.Theprincess

isstudyingaccountinginCapetown

universityoftechnologyandshe'sdoing

herthirdyear,thelastbornPrincejust

startedhisfirstyearbutthinkingof

droppingoutbecauseofhislovefor

traveling.Inthepastfewdaysthe

tensionwasveryhighatthepalace

becauseanunknownmantoldtheking

thathiswifeoncehadanaffairwithhis

secretary..



TheKing:"NonhlanhlaIdon'tevenwant

tolookatyou".

TheQueen:"Butithappenedlongtime

agoandwedidn'tevensleeptogether

becauseIwasafraidthatyouwillfind

out".

TheKing:"Youliedtomealltheseyears

howcanyouexpectmetobelieveyou

noworeventotrustyou?".

TheQueen:"ButBaba-".

TheKing:"No!AndIdon'twantthekids

tofindoutaboutthis,thiswillruintheir

livesbutIhaveasolutiontothis".

TheQueen:"Anything,Icandoanything

foryoutotrustme".

TheKing:"I'm takingasecondwife".



TheQueen:"What?After25yearsof

marriageyouwanttoreplaceme?".

TheKing:"Youchosethisyourselfand

I'm notreplacingyou,youwillstillbe

hereasthefirstwifebecausedivorcing

youwilldestroythechildren".

TheQueen:"But-youcan'tdothat,

whatwillpeoplesay?Whatwillthekids

say?Youcan'tdothattomeplease".

TheKing:"Mywordisfinaland

tomorrowmorningI'm meetingthe

familyofth-".

TheQueen:"OhIseenow,youhave

alreadyseensomeoneyouwantto

marry,areyoucheatingonme?Iwill

neverallowthathereinmyhousedo



youhearme?Never!".

TheKing:"Calm down".

TheQueen:"Forwhat?Youwantto

bringyourprostituteshereinmyhouse,

whereweraisedourchildren,thatwill

neverhappen..howcanyoudothisto

meBonginkosi".

TheKing:"Don'tyoudareraiseyour

voiceatme,youaretheonewho

couldn'tcloseyourlegs,youopened

them everywheresonowI'm getting

myselfsomeonewhowillrespectme

andknowshowtocloseherlegs,get

outofmyway".

TheQueenstartedcrying...

TheQueen:"OhLordwhatdidIdoto



deservethis".
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EversinceIcamebackhomethingsare

justhard,mymom'spassingandmy

dadstilldoesn'twantmetogobackto

school,eversincethatargumentI've

beenignoringmybrothersandIthank

GodthatmydadgotmeajobatleastI

canpayformystudies..

Iwasinmybedroom busywithNetflix

whenmydadcalledme,Iquicklywent

totheDiningroom andfoundmydad

withChiefKhumalo..

Dad:"TakeaSit,Thisismybeautiful

daughterMtungwa".

ChiefKhumalo:"Sheisverybeautiful

indeed,whencanweexpecther?".



Dad:"I'lldropherbymyselftomorrow,

shestillneedstopackherclothes".

ChiefKhumalo:"Noproblem,Iwilltell

theKingtoexpecthertomorrow,Iwill

takemyleavenow".

Dad:"Gobacktoyourroom Ndodakazi".

Iwentbacktomyroom confused,I

waitedformydadtocomebackandI

wenttohim..

Me:"WhywastheChiefhereandwhere

am Igoingtomorrow?".

Dad:"OhIwasgoingtotellyou,doyou

rememberthejobItoldyouabout?".

Me:"Yeah".

Dad:"It'stheJobinthepalace,youare



goingtostaytherelikeanyroyalworker

sotheChiefwasheretodiscussallthat".

Me:"I'm goingtostayatthePalaceoh

myGodDad!".

Dad:"Iknowit'shardtobelieveit,now

Gopackallyourclothes".

Iwenttomyroom cozseriouslyIhave

nevermetanyonefrom thepalaceI

alwaysheardtherumorsabouttheroyal

family.Itookmyphonetocall

Nokwanda..

Me:"Heybabe".

Nokwanda:"Girlhowareyou?".

Me:"I'm notthatbad,howareyou?".

Nokwanda:"Verybad,Imissyouso



much".

Me:"Imissyoumore,Ihavegoodnews

herepleasetakeaguess".

Nokwanda:"Hmm yourdadwillfinally

payyourschoolfeesandyouare

comingback".

Me:"Nope,tryagain".

Nokwanda:"Hmm Youhave-OhMy

GodMinnieyouhaveaboyfriend!!".

Me:"What?No!Kwandayouarenot

goodwiththisguessingthing,okbabe

thisiswhathappeningrightnow".

Nokwanda:"I'm allears".

Me:"Welldaddoesn'twantmetogo

backtoschoolbuthegotmeajob,that



meansI'llsecretlypaymyschoolfees

anddothelongdistancelearning".

Nokwanda:"I'm sohurtthatyouarenot

comingback".

Me:"Butwewillseeeachotherandthe

goodnewsisI'm goingtoKwa-

NyamazanetoworkatthePalacecan

youbelievethat?".

Nokwanda:"Youbitchtellmeyou

joking".

Me:"IwishIwas".

Nokwandastartedscreamingsoloud

thatIevenfeltlikemyearwasgonna

breakintopieces...

Nokwanda:"Youwhat?Ithoughtyour

dadwasthemostboringfatheronearth



andIhatedhim pleasetellhim how

muchIlovehim now,GirlIheardthat

KingNgubanehasthemosthandsome

son'severbutnoonehasevermetthem.

Iheardthatthere'satalkingtreebutthe

Kingiskeepingitasecret,isittrue?".

Me:"GoshKwandaIsaidI'm goingto

workthere,IneversaidI'm working

thereandpleasestoplisteningtothose

crazyrumors,whoonearthhasseena

talkingtree?".

Nokwanda:"InmoviesandnovelsthatI

read".

Me:"Ialwaystellyoutostopwatching

thosecrazyfantasymoviesbutmy

friendassoonasIgetthereIwilltake

picturesandvideocallyou".



Nokwanda:"Damnyouaretheluckiest

bustardonearth".

Me:"Hahaletmestartpackingwewill

talkbabe,bye".

Idroppedthecall,IwillmissNokwando

sheisthemostcraziestpersononearth

andtheonlypersonwholistenedtomy

complainsaboutmydad.Wewouldcry

togetherandbrushitoutwithmovies

andjunkfoodlater..

Ifinishedpackingandwehadsupper

thanIwenttobed.

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupand

tookalongshower,Idon'twannalieI

wasnervouscozthiswasmyfirstjob,I

finishedbathing..



.

.

.

.

Dad:"Ntombikababa".

Wellmydadsoundedveryhappythis

morning..

Me:"Daddy".

Dad:"IraisedyouverywellandIam so

proudofyoumychild,youhaverespect

andyoudon'trunafterboys".

Me:"HowsureareyouthatIdon'trun

afterboys".

Dad:"Becauseyoudon'thidefrom meif

Ifindyounaked,ItoldmyselfthatifI



findyougettingdressedandnoticethat

youfeeluncomfortablethat'swhenI'll

knowthatBoyshaveplayedinyour

father'sgarden".

Me:"Dad!Likereallynow?".

Dad:"Iam veryproudofyouandIwant

youtoknowthatIloveyou,whatIdois

becauseIwantonlytheforyou,please

don'tchangewhenyougotothepalace,

carryyourrespectwithyou".

Me:"Areyousurethatyouarenotsick

orsomething?Dadyoutalklikeyouare

goingtodie".

Dad:"NoI'm notgoingtodie,I'm still

tooyoungforthat,allthisisforthebest,

Iwantthebestforyouthat'swhyIdid



whatIdid,nowwhereisyourbag,letme

helpyoucarryittothecar".

Me:"Here'sthebigone,canIdrive,

please".

Dad:"Noproblem aslongaswewon't

endupintheICU".

Me:"Whyyoualwaysdoubtmydriving?".

Dad:"HahamaybeaftertodayIwon't,is

thisall?".

Me:"I'llcarrythissmallone,Ialmost

forgotmycharger".

Dad:"Takeit,I'llbeinthecar".

Itookmychargerandranafterhim,the

drivefrom BulwertoKwa-Nyamazaneis

maybesixhours,whenwearrivedI



startedadmiringthebeautyofKwa-

Nyamazaneeverythingisgreen,the

treesandthemountainswereso

beautiful,thepalaceishuge,wewere

drivingarounditbutnotreachingthe

entrancethat'showbigitis,Idrovefor

likeanhourandgottiredsomydadwas

theonedriving..Wegottothebiggate

andtheMenwhoweredressedinblack

andwhitewereatthegates,wow!They

alsohavetheguards,I'm sostupidwhat

didIthink?Obviousthepalacewillhave

guards.Mydadgotoutofthecarand

startedtalkingtotheMeninblackatthe

gate,Dadcamebackandwhenhe

startedthecar,itdidn'tstart..

Dad:"Iguesswe'llhavetowalkfrom



here".

Iwenttotakethebags...

Guard:"Don'tworryMa'm wewilltake

careofthebags".

Me:"Thankyou".

Dad:"Theplaceishuge".

Me:"Owh!Whatthe?Daddoyouhavea

tissue?".

Dad:"What'swrongnow?".

Me:"Thebirdshittedonmyface".

Hestartedlaughingatme..

Dad:"Takethishandkerchief".

Itookitandwipedmyface,aguard

openedforus,thewindstartedblowing

andthecloudscompletelychanged,I



lookedattheguardwhowasleadingus

inside..

Me:"Istheweatheralwayslikethishere

coznotlongagothesunwasshining

brightandnowthis".

Guard:"NoMa'm,pleasecomethis

way".

Theweatherwasverybadlightning

strokeonceanditstartedrainingheavily,

from thegatetoinsidethepalaceit'sa

prettylongdistance,inaminutewe

weresoakingwetbutmaybeaftertwo

minutestherainstoppedandthesun

cameoutagain,averystrangeold

womenwaslookingatus,wearriveat

bigbeautifuldoor,awomandressedina

blackandwhiteuniform openedthe



doorforus..

Her:"Goodafternoon,pleasefollowme

thisway".

Everythingwasbeautifultheinteriorwas

breathtaking,Ifeltliketakingmyshoes

outwhensheledustothecouchesI

wasevenscaredtositcozmyclothes

werewet..

Dad:"Whyareyourclothesthissoaking

wet?".

Me:"Therain-Whyain'tyouthiswet?".

Dad:"Mylady,theManfrom thegates

toherbags,doyouhaveanyideawhere

hemighthavetakenthem to?".

Her:"I'm notsurebutletmecheckthe

guestrooms,ma'm youcanfollowme".



IfollowedherandIhavenoideawhere

wewenttocozwepassedsomany

passagesandIfeltlikeakidthewayI

waslookingaround,wecheckedthe

beautifulroomsandwefoundtheone

withthebagsontopofthebed..

Her:"Iguesstheseareyourbagsma'm".

Me:"Yesthankyou".

Her:"Youcanchangeinside,Iwillgive

yousomeprivacy".

Me:"HahaNoyoucancomein,Idon't

mind,really".

Iwenttothebathroom andchangeandI

followedherbackwhereweleftmydad..

Me:"Aibowhoareweexactlywaiting

for?".



Dad:"Shhush".

.

.

.

.

TheKingandanoldmancamein,God

theKingisreallyhandsome,rumors

weretrue.

Dad:"Ngubane,Mbomvu-".

TheKing:"AwuKhabazelayoudon't

havetogoallthewaywiththepraises,

howareyou?".

Dad:"WeareverygoodMbomvu

althoughitisalongdrivetohere".



TheKing:"Let'sthankGodthatyou

travelledsafely,thismustbeyour

beautifuldaughter,howareyou

Nkosazane?".

Me:"I'm goodyourhighness".

TheKingcalledthegirlwhoshowedme

wheremyclotheswere..

TheKing:"PleaseshowMaMkhizeher

room".

ShenoddedandIfollowedher,she

didn'tleavemealone..

Me:"What'syourname?".

Her:"Sindyandyours?".

Me:"Minenhle,howlonghaveyoubeen

workinghere?Andhowisitlikeworking



fortheQueenandtheKing?".

Sindy:"I'vebeenworkinghereforthree

yearsnow,wellwehardlyseethem but

theKingisthenicestpersononearth,

yuuhTheQueen,youdon'twanttomeet

her".

Me:"Issherude?".

Sindy:"Youwillseeforyourselfbut

workinghereisfun,areyoualsohereto

work?".

Me:"YeahbutI'm alilnervousbecause

it'smyfirstjobever".

Someoneknockedveryhard,Sindywent

toopenthedoorandaverybeautiful

womencamein,shelookedaround

disgustedandpointedatSindy..



Her:"Waitoutside".

Shequicklyranout,Ilookedatherin

disbelief..

Her:"YourDadisrichandheisavery

selfishmanfornotgivingyou,yourright

toyoureducationbutIunderstandheis

atypicalZuluman.Ididmyresearchon

youMinenhle,youareyoungand

beautifulIwanttomakeadealwithyou

sweetheart,Iwillpayforyour

accommodation,schoolfeesand

everythingyouneedbutonone

condition".

Me:"Andthatis?".

Her:"Youwillchoosewhereyouwantto

studybutnothereinSouthAfrica,Iwant



youtostartanewlifeinanothercountry

andneverevercomeback".

Me:"Hhe!AndwhyexactlywouldIdo

thatwithallduerespectIreallywantto

studywithallmyheartbutIwillnever

everrunawayfrom myfamily".

Her:"DoyouknowwhoIam?Andmy

dearnooneeversaynotome".

Me:"Ma'm Idon'tknowwhoyouarebut

evenifIdidmyanswerisstillno".

Her:"Iam theQueenofthisKingdom,

youthinkyougonnacomehereandtake

myhusband-".

Me:"WoahI'm sorryyourhighnessbut

I'm notheretotakeanyone,Iam hereto

work".



Her:"Toworkwhere?Myhusband?".

Me:"Ma'm-yourhighnessIgotajob

hereandpleasebelievemeI'm nothere

tostayanyone'shusband".

Her:"Don'teverplaydumbwithme,

yourfatherisherenegotiatingyour

Lobolawithmyhusbandandyouare

tellingmethatyoudon'tknow

anything?".

Me:"What?No,mydadis-waitwhatdid

yousay?".

Her:"Iwillneverallowyoutomarrymy

husbandaslongasI'm alive,doyou

hearme!".

Ishookmyheadandslowlywalkedout

ofthedoortolookformydad..
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IrantothepalaceandgotlostIfound

myselfoutsideinthegarden,thesame

oldwomenthatIsawwhenIcamewith

mydadwasoutside,makinganecklace

withbeads,Iwenttoher.

Me:"HelloMa,I'm sorrytodisturbyou

butIgotlostinsideandfoundmyself

here,IneedtogototheloungewhereI

leftmydad".

Shelookedatmeandthancontinued

withwhatshewasdoing..

Me:"Mapleasehelpme,I'm sorryto

disturbyou".

Iturnedaroundtoleave...

Her:"Whyareyouangry?".



Me:"Ma?

Her:"Whyareyouangry?".

Me:"I'm notangryIjustneedtofindmy

dadandgetoutofthisplace".

Her:"Noxolothisisyournewhome,you

can'tleave,youaredestinedtobehere".

Me:"MynameisMinenhle".

Her:"TheEldershavegivenyouthat

namebecauseyouaretheonewhois

goingtobringpeacehereinthis

Kingdom,youarechosen".

Me:"WithallduerespectMaIdon'tcare

whatnameI'm givenbutI'm leavinghere,

isthiswhatyoualwaysdo?Taking

innocentgirlsandforcethem tomarry

anoldman?Youarealldisgustinghere".



Ileftherandrantothegate,theplaceis

bigverybigfrom thegateIremembered

howwewentinside,Iwalkedtothe

entranceandopenedthedoor,Iwentto

theloungewhereIleftmydadandhe

wasn'tthere,IfoundtheKingandthe

oldmanhecamewith..

KingNgubane:"OhMaMkhizeplease

comein".

Me:"Whereismydad?".

KingNgubane:"Heleftbuthewillbe

backinafewdays".

Me:"OhmyGodIdon'tbelievethis,this

can'tbehappeningtome".

KingNgubane:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Areyouseriouslyaskingmethat?



Youshouldbecharged,youshouldbe

lockedup,IunderstandyouaretheKing

butthatdoesn'tgiveyouanyrightto

takeyounggirlsandforcethem tomarry

you".

KingNgubane:"Idon'tunderstand

Nkosazane,pleasecalm down".

Me:"Dowhat?AreyouKiddingmeright

now,Iwanttogohomenow!".

TheQueenclappedherhandsandI

didn'tevenrealizedthatshewasthere

allthetime..

QueenNonhlanhla:"That'sit,your

secondwifehasspoken,thislittlegirl

willruinyourname,whatwillpeoplesay

whentheyfindoutthatyouaremarrying



a20yearoldgirl,almostthesameage

asyourlastborn,youareembarrassing

yourself".

KingNgubane:"Ihavealreadypaid

Lobolaforher".

Me:"Lobolawithouttellme?".

KingNgubane:"MaMkhizeIthought

yourfatherhadalreadyexplained

everythingtoyou".

Me:"IfhehadthanIwouldn'tbehere,I

don'twanttomarryyou,whatever

moneyyougavemydad,youguyswill

organizehowyouwillgetitbackcozI'm

notmarryingyou.I'm goinghomenow".

KingNgubane:"Butit'slatenow".

Me:"Idon'tcarendIwillwalkhome,



Goodbyeyourhighness".

Iranoutsidetearswerecomingout,how

canmydaddothistome?SellmelikeI

am anobject,Iwasrunningtothegate

thanItrippedoversomethingandfell..

WhenIwokeupIwasinaroom withthe

maidsandthewhiteguy..

Him:"Hi,I'm DrHoward,howareyou

feeling?".

Itriedgettingupbutmykneehurtalot..

DrHoward:"Easythere,younearly

brokeyourknee".

Me:"HowdidIgethere?".

DrHoward:"I'm notsurebutyoupassed

outfrom shock,youdon'thaveany



injuriesbutonlyonyourrightknee,itwill

takesometimetohealcozthisisavery

sensitivepartinahuman'sbodycozit

doesn'thavemuchskin".

Me:"Howmuchsometimewillittake

cozIreallydon'thavetime".

DrHoward:"Maybetwotothreeweeks".

Me:"Yougottobekiddingme".

Ilookedatthegirlwearingaworking

uniform..

Me:"Hellopleasebringmemyphone,

DoctorIreallyneedtogohome,how

badismyknee?".

DrHoward:"VerybadbutI'llgiveyou

medicationthatwillhelpyouwiththe



pains".

Me:"PleasetakemetotheQueen".

DrHoward:"Areyousure?Imeanthe

Queenis-".

Me:"Please".

DrHoward:OkI'llcarryyouyoutothe

diningroom".

Me:"Thankyou".

.

.

.

Hecarriedmetotheloungeandthe

Queenwastheretalkingwithaphone,

Shelookedatmeanddroppedthecall..

QueenNonhlanhla:"How'syourknee?".



Me:"Istilldon'tunderstandhowIfell

butI'llbefine".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youwereina

shockandI'm sorryforthewayIspoke

withyou,Ithoughtyouknewaboutthis

wholething".

Me:"Noproblem ma'am Imeanyour

highnessthat'swhyI'm here,Iwantto

takeyouroffer".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Areyousure?".

Me:"Ican'tmarryanoldmanthatI

don'tevenlove,I'dratherkillmyselfthan

tomarrytheKing,Ijustwannagetoutof

hereanddisappear".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Don'tworryI'll

organizeyourvisa,passportand



everythingthatyouwillneed".

Me:"Thankyou".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Whendoyouwant

toleave".

Me:"Assoonasyougetmethe

passportIwillleave".

KingNgubane:"That'saverygood

planning,Nonhlanhlayoureallyhavethis

wholethingplanned".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Baba".

KingNgubane:"Iheardeverythingdon't

worry,howlongwereyouplanningthis?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"You,youdidthison

purpose,youspokeaboutitsothatmy

husbandwillheareverything!".



Me:"What?No!".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Mbomvuplease

understand-".

KingNgubane:"Understandwhat?Her

fathergavemeherbecausehetrusted

meandnowyouwanthertoleavethe

country".

Me:"YourHighnessI'dratherleavethe

countrythantomarryyou".

KingNgubane:"Iunderstandthatthisis

allknewtoyoubutyouwillgetusedto

this".

Me:"I'llnevergetusedtoanything,I

wanttogo!".

KingNgubane:"Let'sgototheelders

now".



Iremainedinthecouchandwatchthem

leave..

KingNgubane:"Thobani!".

Theguydressedinauniform came..

Him:"YourHighness".

KingNgubane:"Pleasecarryherand

followus".

Theguydidashewastoldandwewent

totherondavalsoutside,wefoundan

oldSangomamaninside,theytookoff

theirshoesandwegotinside..

KingNgubane:"BabuMthembuI'm

sorryforjustcomingherewithout

lettingyouknow".

MrMthembu:"Noproblem your



highness".

Helookedatmeandshookhishead..

MrMthembu:"Whyareyouangry?".

Theoldwomenwhorefusedtohelpme

alsoaskedmethesamequestion..

MrMthembu:"Whyareyouangry?".

Me:"Mydadsoldme,Iwanttoleave,I

don'twanttomarryhim andIwillnever

evermarryhim".

KingNgubane:"ThereasonIcamehere

is-".

MrMthembu:"YoualreadypaidLobola

forherandnowyoudon'tknowwhatto

dosinceshedoesn'twanttomarryyou,

NgubaneyoupaidyourLobolabutthe



ancestorsdoesn'trecognizeit".

KingNgubane:"How?IpaidtheLobola

andburnedimpepho".

MrMthembu:"Ngubaneyouareachild

here,youdon'tmakedecisionsonyour

own,youweresupposedtoslaughtera

cowandprepareaceremonytoaskyour

ancestorsforthesecondwifebutyou

failedtodothatandyou-".

Helookedatme...

MrMthembu:"Yourkneeisnotinjured,

youarecompletelyfinetheancestors

doesn'twantyoutoleavethisKingdom,

youwillneverhealuntiltheancestors

arehappywiththewayyoucarry

yourselfhere".



Me:"Ancestors?Whoseancestors

exactly?Pleasetellyourancestorsthat

theyarecrazyIam leavinghere,Please

takemeback".

KingNgubane:"Youcan'tdisrespectour

ancestors".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Shedoesn'teven

haverespect".

MrMthembu:"Don'tworry,giveher

sometime,shewillneverleavethis

Kingdom".

Iwassick,thesepeoplemademesick..

Me:"Iwillneverevermarryhim!".

MrMthembu:"Ngubanegivehersome

timetocooldown,whenthetimeisright

thingswillhappenonitown,giveher



somespacetodealwithheranger,she's

stillachild,allowhertogetusedtothis

newenvironmentandthanwewilldoall

thisaccordingly,wecan'tforceherto

marryyou.Let'sallowhertosettle

down".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Butwhatwill

peoplesayhhe?Hecan'tmarryachild".

MrMthembu:"Wecan'ttellanyoneyet

notevenyourkids,Iwilltellyouwhen

thetimeisright".

.

.

.

.



KingNgubane:Noproblem,Itrustyou".

Wewentbacktotheloungeandwaita

secondtherudeguythatwesawin

Durbanwashere,theguywhowasrude

toSmallwhentheyhelpedhim..

Him:"Mother!".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Zamani?Whydidn't

youtellusthatyouarecomingback

home,comeandgiveyourmamaakiss".

Zamani:"ComeonMom I'm notachild

anymore,Fatherhowareyou?".

KingNgubane:"Nkosanakababawhy

didn'tyoutellusthatyouarecoming?".

Zamani:"Iwantedtosurpriseyou,how

arethingsgoing?Andwhoisshe?".



Me:"Thegirlwhohelpedyouwhenyou

wererudetothepeoplewhohelpedyou

withyourcar,Ican'tbelievethatyouare

evenaPrince,acoldheartlessand

selfishPrince".

Zamani:"Whatisshedoinghere?".

KingNgubane:"She-".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Shecamehereto

workbutshehasn'tstartedyetasyou

canseeherleg".

Zamani:"I'veneverbeeninsulatedbya

workerbefore,Iam youremployerand

yourPrince,countyourwordswhen

talkingtome,doyouhearme?".

Me:"Mxm,aPrince?Ifeelsorryforthe

peopleofthisKingdom".
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Istayedinthebedroom notknowing



whattodo,mydadandmybrothers

triedtocallmebutIignoredthecalls,I

wantedtocallNokwandasobadbutI

didn'tevenknowwheretostart.Icrieda

lotandIwastired.

IheardaknockandIwelcomedthat

personin,itwasaroyalworker..

Her:"Ibroughtyoufoodandyour

medication".

Me:"ThankyoubutI'm fine".

Her:"Butyouneedtoeat".

Me:"NoIneedtogohome,pleasetake

allthisandleave".

Shequicklytookthetrayandleftthe

room,Ipushedmyselftothebathroom

towashmykneewithwarm waterandI



lockedthedoorandfellasleep.The

knockwokemeup.

Me:"Goawayplease!".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Openthedoor

Minenhle".

Me:"Isaidgoaway".

ItwentquietforaandIrelaxed,afew

minuteslaterIheardnoisesatthedoor,

likesomeonewastryingtoopen,the

lockfelldownandthedoorwaswide

open.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Areyoutryingtokill

yourselfhere?".

Me:"Iwanttogohomeplease,Iwon't

tellanyonewhathappenedhere".



QueenNonhlanhla:"Helpherandbring

hertothesittingroom,supperisserved".

Theguyshelpedmetothesitting,The

Kingandhissonwerealsothere..

Zamani:"Ithinkshe'slookingfor

attention,whyareyoutreatingher

different?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Herfatherisavery

goodfriendofyourfather".

Zamani:"Idon'tlikehersheneedstogo,

she'srudeandnoonedisrespectme

andgetawaywithit".

Me:"YouhavenoideahowmuchIwant

toleave".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Didn'tyourmother

teachyouanymanners!".



Me:"Mymotherisdeadandifshewas

stillaliveshewouldn'tallowallthisto

happen,I'm supposedtobemourning

thedeathofmymotherbutI'm here,

pleasetakemehome".

Zamani:"Father!".

QueenNonhlanhla:"SonIthinkwe

should-".

Me:"Idon'twanttomarryhim please

takemehomeIswearIwon'ttellanyone,

please".

Zamani:"Marrywho?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"There'sa

misunderstandinghereIthin-".

Me:"There'snomisunderstanding,they

wantmetomarryyourfather,pleasetell



them toletmegohome,please".

Zamani:"Dad?Isthistrue?".

KingNgubane:"Iwasgoingtotellyou

but-".

Zamani:"Butwhat?Youtookthischild

againstherwillandforcedhertomarry

you,GodIcan'tbelievethis!".

KingNgubane:"Ihavealreadypaid

Lobolaforherthat'smeanstraditionally

sheismywife".

Zamani:"Mom howcanyouallowthis

tohappen?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"SonIdon't-things

arejustnotthesameastheyusedtobe

butlet'swaitforMrMthembu,heis

goingtohelpus,shehurtherkneecoz



theancestorsdoesn'twanthertoleave

thisKingdom,Ithinktheyhaveaccepted

her".

Me:"I'm notgonnasugarcoatthisbut

yourhighnessthisisstraightbullshit".

KingNgubane:"Watchyourtongue

younglady!".

Me:"Ihateyou,Ihatemyfatherandall

ofyou!YoutakeadvantageofmecozI

don'thavesomeonewhoalwaysstood

byme,myMother!Isthiswhatyou

alwaysdo?Manipulatepeople?Iam not

goingtomarryyou,notinthislifetime

notever!".

Istoodupandfell,theyallrantohelp

mebutIstoppedthem,Icrawledand

My certificates



wenttomybedroom.

Mydadcontrolledmeallmylifebutat

leastmymom wasalwaystherebut

nowthatsheisgoneIam alone,Icried

andcried,thegirlcamebackwitha

plateofgoodandleftit..

Me:"Mamawhydidyouleaveme,why?

Mydadsoldme,myowndad,Mom can

youbelieveit,Imissyou,Imissyouso

muchwhydidn'tyoutakemewithyou,

why?".

Icriedoutloud,Iwashurt,Ilookedat

thefoodthatthegirlgavemeandtook

mymedicationthatdoctorHowardleft

forme.'Itwouldn'tbeabadthingifI

drinkallthesepills,atleastIwouldbein

peace,Iwon'tbeforcedtomarryanold



king'Ithoughttomyself.

Itooktheglassofwaterandlookedat

thepills,'ShouldIleavealetter?'Butto

whocozmydadandmybrothershates

me.Itookallthepillsanddrankallof

them followedwithwater,nothing

happenedimmediately

.

.

.

ButafterafewminutesIstartedfeeling

dizzy,Iwassittingonthefloor.I

acceptedeverythingandthatevenifI

dieeveryonewillbehappycoznoone

cares,Istartedhavingstomachcramps



anditwasveryhardtobreath,myeyes

werefailingme,Iclosedthem and

alloweddarknesstotakeoverme..

Iwaswalkingtothemountain,the

distancewaslongbutIdidn'tgettired,it

wasdark,thestarswerebeautifulonthe

sky,Ireachedthemountainsandrested

abit,themooncameout,itwasabig

beautifulorangemoonshiningbright.

Voice:"Shehasalsoacceptedyou".

WhenIlookedarounditwastheold

womenthatIalwayssee..

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Her:"No,Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"Idon'tknowhowIgothere".



Her:"Thisisbeautifulisn'tit?".

Mystomachstartedburning,thecramps

started..

Her:"Don'ttrustanyoneatthepalace,

onlytrustTheKingandhissonnot

anyoneelse".

Me:"Whatishappeningtome?".

Her:"Itrustedtoomuchandthat

happenedtome,youhaveacallingbut

verysoonitwillbeallcleartoyou,here

drinkthis,youwillbefine".

Iopenedmymouthandshegavemered

liquid..

Her:"drinkallofit".

Ididasshetoldmeafterafewminutes



thecrampsstops..

Her:"Thisisthebloodofthe

Nyamazane,youwillbefineyour

highness".

Shethandisappeared,Iopenedmyeyes

andeveryonewassurroundingme

includingDrHoward..

KingNgubane:"Howareyoufeeling?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Younearlyscared

us,yourfatherisonhisway".

IrememberedthepillsIdrankbutIwas

feelingfine,thedream Ihadfeltrealso

real,Ilookedaroundconfused,wasI

losingmymind?Ikeptquietandlooked

atthem..

Zamani:"Youseewhatyoudidnow?



ThisisallbecauseofyouFather".

KingNgubane:"Isenttheguardstocall

Mthembu,hewilltelluswhattodo".

Iwasconfusedandshockedaboutthe

dream Ihad,itfeltreal,sorealandI

evenfeltthetasteoftheliquidIdrank

onmymouth,mysalivatastedlikethat

redliquid.MrMthembucame..

KingNgubane:"Babashetriedtotake

herlifebyoverdosingthepills,Ican't

keepherhereagainstherwill".

MrMthembu:"Ihearyou,howareyou

feelingNkosazane?".

Ilookedathim cozIdidn'tknowwhat

wasrealornot..

MrMthembu:"Iwillbeback,don'tmake



anydecisionsuntilIcomeback,The

ancestorshavecalledme,Ineedtoobey

them.Nkosazanecalm down,don'tbe

angry,Iwillbeback".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Wewillwaitbaba".

Thedoctorcheckedmeagainandfound

thatIwasfineandIwasalsofeeling

fine,theymovedmetotheotherroom

andgavemeawheelchairbutIdidn't

evenwanttouseit..Latermydadcame

butIrefusedtoseehim,someone

knockedonmydoor,itwasPrince

Zamani..

Zamani:"Hi".

Me:"Areyouheretoinsultmecozreally

Idon'thavetime".



Zamani:"No,howareyou?letmesee

yourknee".

Hishandcameclosertotouchmyknee,

hequicklymoveditandlookedatme.

Me:"What?".

Hetoucheditagainandit'slikehewas

feelingpainsbuthetriedtocontrolit

andasingletearrolleddownhiseye,he

stoodupandlefttheroom..

'Iswearpeopleherearereallyoutof

theirminds'Ithought..

ThefollowingdayIdidn'tseethePrince

andIwassurprisedtoseemydad,that

meanshesleptover.

Dad:"Minenhlepleasendodakazitalkto

me".



Me:"Whatdoyouwant?Youwantto

sellmeagain?".

Dad:"Let'stakeawalk,letmehelpyou

tothewheelchair,Iwillwalkwithyou".

Hehelpedmeandstartedpushingme

outside,thepalacewasreallyhuge.

Dad:"Thisgardenisverybeautiful".

Ikeptquiet..

Dad:"MaGcwabeNdodakazikababa

pleaseforgivemeIdidn'tknowthatmy

actionswillleadtothis,Inearlylostyou,

pleaseforgiveme".

Me:"Youarenotsorry,you'vebeen

controllingmeallmylifeandIknowthat

youthinkthatwhatyouaredoing,you

aredoingitformebutyouarewrong.



Youaredestroyingmylife,looknowI'm

inthewheelchair,Ican'twalkproperly

becauseofyou".

.

.

.

Dad:"IknowandI'm sorry".

Me:"I'm waitingforthatoldmanto

returnsothatIwillgoawayfrom here

andfrom you".

Dad:"Iam sorryforeverythingandIwill

accepteverypunishmentyougiveme

butyoucan'tleaveme".

Me:"That'swhatyoudeserve".



Dad:"Iwilldoanythingyouwantmeto

do,Iwilltakeyoutoschoolandpayall

yourfees,MinenhlekababaIam very

sorry".

Me:"Iwillsee".

Dad:"ComeonMaKhabazela,Gcwabe

kaMatshali,forgiveyourdad".

Me:"Okbutifyouwillstopcontrolling

mylife".

Dad:"Anythingforyouprincess".

Me:"How'sthebusinessgoing?Ismy

mom'sAvocadotreegrowing?".

Dad:"EverythingisfineandBusiisthere

totakecareofthetreebutsoonyouwill

comehomeandtakecareofityourself".



Me:"Ican'twaitsoareyouleaving?".

Dad:"YesbutIwillcomefetchyou,

don'tworry".

Me:"OkDad".

Isawtheoldwomenagainontheother

sidebusywiththebeads,Iwantedtogo

askheraboutthedream..

Me:"Dadpleasetakemetothose

flowersIneedtospeaktothatgranny".

Dad:"Whichgranny?".

Me:"Theonewhoisbythoseflowers,

theyellowones".

Dad:"There'snoonehere,it'sonlythe

twoofusinthisgarden".

Ilookedathim andhewasn'teven



smilinghewasserious,whenIlook

backattheflowersshewasn'tthere..

Me:"I'm notfeelingwellIneedtoresta

bit".

Dadstartedtellingmeaboutthetaxi

driversandeveryonewhoworksforhim

butIwasn'tevenlistening,Iwasstarting

toquestionmylifeandIneededDr

HowardtocheckmyheadmaybeIdid

hititwhenIfell,couldIbelosingmy

mind?..

WegotinsideandTheKingandQueen

werethere..

Dad:"IsMthembuhere".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Theysaidheleft

earlyinthemorningandwenttothe



mountain".

Dad:"I'm surehewillbebackinno

time".

KingNgubane:"That'stheproblem,

whenhegoestothemountainhecan

stayeventhewholemonthbuthewillbe

back".

Me:"Aslongashewillbebackbutthe

monthislong,Iwanttogohome".

Zamanicameandassoonashiseyes

metmine,hewentbackbutstopped,

whatthehellwaswrongwiththisguy..

Zamani:"Mthembuneedstocomeback,

sheneedstogo,Idon'twanttoseeher

here".

Hesaidthatandleft...
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AdayhaspassedandMrMthembu



hasn'treturnedyet,Icouldn'twaitforDr

Howardtocomeformynextcheckup

cozseriouslyIwasconcernedaboutmy

mentalhealth,Ibelievedthattherewas

somethingwrongwithme.Iforgavemy

dadandIcouldn'twaittogohome.I

alwayslockedmyselfintheroom,Dr

Howardcameandtheguyisreallya

goodguy,heisverypatient.

DrHoward:"Idon'tseeanythingwrong

withyourkneenow".

Me:"That'sgoodnewscozIhatethis

wheelchair".

DrHoward:"Youdon'tneedthatcozI

broughtyouthesecrutches".

Me:"Ihatethisdoc".



DrHoward:"Butyouhavetoexercise

yourleg,letmehelpyouup".

Me:"Idon'twannagetup".

DrHoward:"Ifeelsorryforyoucozwe

aregoingforawalk,hereareyour

sleepers".

Me:"Iheardthatdoctorsareboringbut

youareworse".

DrHoward:"Thankyouforthe

compliment,let'sgo,holditlikethis,you

see,itsuitesyou".

Me:"Dudeareyouforrealrightnow".

DrHowardwasn'tthatbad,hewasvery

patientandeasytotalkto,weslowly

walkedinsidethepalace.



Me:"Youlooklikeyouknowthispalace

verywell".

DrHoward:"Yep,I'vebeenadoctorfor

twentyoneyearsandworkedinthe

palaceforsixteenyears,theroyalfamily

ismorelikemyfamilynow".

Me:"Doyouhaveafamilyofyourown?".

DrHoward:"I'm marriedbutwearenot

blessedwithchildren".

Me:"Don'tworry,youwillhavekids".

DrHoward:"HahaIdon'tthinkso

anymore,I'm oldnow".

Wecontinuedtalking..

DrHoward:"Ihavetotakethiscall".

Me:"Noproblem".



Ilookedaroundthisbeautifulplace,I

heardbeautifulmusiccomingfrom the

room,theHamiltonboyschoirsingingin

beautifulmelodies,Iknowthistypeof

musicbecauseofmydad,he'sanold

schooltypeofguy,atfirstIthoughthis

choiceofmusicwasboringbutasIgot

usedtoit,Istartedlikingit,thedoorwas

halfopened,Iwentclosetothedoorcoz

Iwantedtoseewhowasplayingthat

music,notthatIwasnoseyor

something.IgotcloserandsawPrince

Zamanisittinginachairpainting,his

paintingswereverybeautiful,he'sa

professional.Iwasfocusingonthe

paintingintheroom thanIheardthe

dooropened.



Zamani:"Areyoustalkingme?".

Me:"Who?Me?DudeDon'tfeelso

special".

Zamani:"Thenwhatareyoudoing

here?".

Me:"Icametoseewhoislisteningto

theHamiltonboys".

Zamani:"Youknowtheseguys?".

Me:"Theyfirstperformedthissongat

Wembleyarenainthe1960's".

Zamani:"Itwas1963".

Me:"Yahyoureallyknowyourmusic,

canIseethosepaintings?".

Zamani:"Noonecomeshere".

Me:"ButI'm alreadyhere".



Zamani:"Youreallyhaveasmartmouth,

comeinside".

Icamein,thepaintingswerereally

beautiful,whenIturnedaroundhewas

lookingatme..Ididn'tmindhim,I

continuedlookingaround,Isawahuge

paintingofthem all,beautifulstarswith

ahugeorangebrightmoon..

Me:"Thisisbeautiful".

IsaidrememberingthemoonIsawin

mydream..

Zamani:"Thankyou".

Me:"Hasamoonevercameoutlike

thishere".

Zamani:"Whatdoyoumean?".



Me:"Imeansobrightandbeautiful".

Helookedatmelikehewasstudying

me,theguyisreallygoodlooking..

Zamani:"It'stimeforyoutogo".

Me:"What?DidIsaysomethingwrong".

Zamani:"What'syournameagain?Ok

nevermindleave".

IwasconfusedbutIleftanyway,the

guy'smoodgoesfrom tentozero,heis

reallysomethingelse.Butwhydidhe

chasemeoutwhenIaskedhim about

themoon,Iwentoutsideandheclosed

thedoor..

DrHoward:"Iwaslookingalloverfor

you,wherewereyou?".



Me:"Exercisingdoc,let'sgo".

.

.

.

.

HeshookhisheadandIlaughed,we

wentbackinsideandsomethingwas

tellingmetowatchthemoonatnight,I

ateandrestedabit,myphonewokeme

upcozIsatanalarm,Itookmyphone

andmycrutchesandwentoutside,it

wasaroundtenatnight,Iwenttothe

balconytheonethatwasfacingthe

gardenjustfortheclearfullviewof

Kwa-Nyamazane,theskywasclearand

thestarswerebeautifullyshininginthe



skyandthemoonwastherebutnotbig

andorange,itwasanormalcolourhalf

moon.MaybeIwasjustimagining

thingsbythinkingthatahugeorange

moondoesexist,theairwaswarm very

warm,Istayedabitjustadmiringthe

beautyofnature,themountainswere

manyandbeautiful..

ItookmyphoneandcalledNokwanda,

wespokeforaboutmaybeanhourbutI

didn'ttellheraboutthemarriagething,I

saidmygoodbyetoheranditwasto

twelvemidnight,Istartedgoinginside,

whenIturnedbackanorangethingwas

slowlyshowingitselffrom thetallest

mountain,IlookedcloselycozIthought

maybemyeyesweredeceivingme.It



wasthemoon,itcameoutfully,shining

brightandthevillagewasshining

brighter,Icheckedthetimeanditwas

00:07,'doesthismooncomeoutat

00:00midnight'?Iaskedmyself.WhenI

lookedattheothermoonitwasstill

there,twomoonsatthesametimein

onenight.'Peopleherearereally

witches'wherethehelldotheygetthe

secondmoonwhenplanetearthhas

onlyonemoon?'.

Voice:"Whyareyouhere?".

ItwasPrinceZamani..

Me:"Whydidn'tyouwanttotellme

aboutthismoon".

Zamani:"Whywereyouaskingabout



it?".

Me:"BecauseIsawitinmydream and

itfeltreal,itwassoreal".

Zamani:"Youarereallyoutofyourmind

there'snosuch,gobackinsideand

sleep".

Me:"Iwanttoknow".

Zamani:"Youknowtoomuchalready,

youneedtogobackwhereyoucome

from,getthehelloutofhere".

Hewasn'tsmilingIwentbackinsideand

from thereIcouldn'tsleep,Iwasscared,

scaredofthetwomoons,whatifthese

peoplewantedtokillme.IthoughtIhad

seenenoughinmyentirelifebutnottwo

moons,IstayedupuntilIfellasleep.In



themorningIwaswokenupbytheroyal

workerswhoaskedmetojointheroyal

familyforbreakfast,afterbathingI

joinedthem,assoonasItookasitin

thetableZamanistoodup..

Zamani:"I'm nothungryanymore,I'm

leaving".

QueenNonhlanhla:"ButZamaniyou

haveneverskippedyourbreakfast".

Hegavemeacoldlook..

Me:"Don'tworryyourhighness,I'm the

onewho'sgoingtoleave,PrinceZamani

canstayandhavehisbreakfast".

KingNgubane:"Butyouhaven'teven

touchedyourfood".

Me:"I'llbefine".



Istoodupandleftthesittingroom,the

guyhatedmesomuchbutIwas

countingthedays,IwaswaitingforMr

MthembutoreturnsothatIcango

homefarawayfrom thiscrazykingdom..

Thedaywentonandtheworkers

broughtthefoodinmyroom,atnightI

wentbackoutsideagainjusttosatisfy

myselfwithwhatIsawbuttheviewwas

reallybeautiful.IunderstoodwhyPrince

Zamanihatedmesomuch,Iwasthere

tomarryhisfatherbutatleastsoonI

wasgoingbackhome,IsawPrince

Zamanicoming,doestheguyeven

sleep?NoIdidn'tthinkso,Iwasready

forhim tothrowallhisangeratme.He

cameandlookedatmeGodtheguyis



sobeautiful..

Me:"JustafewdaysthanI'llbegone,

youwon'tseethisfaceagainsopleaseI

don'thavetimeforyourhatredright

now".

Zamani:"Youaresostubborn".

Me:"MyDadsaysthatalotbutI'lltake

itasacompliment,Thankyou".

Helookedatmeasifhewantedtosay

somethingbuthelaughedalittle..

Zamani:"Godthiscan'tbehappening".

Me:"OkfineI'm going,Idon'tknowwhy

youhatemesomuchcozI'm noteven

goingtomarryyourfather".

Itookmycrutchesbuthetouchedmy



hand,myheartstartedbeatingfast,it

wasmorethanatouchsomany

emotionscamewithit..

Me:"I-ineed-ImeanIhavetogo".

Zamani:"I'm sorry,it'sfine,youcango".

IleftbutIcouldfeelhiseyesonme,I

wenttomybedroom andlockedthe

doorandwentinsidetheblanket..

Me:"OhGodwhatthehelliswrongwith

me".

.

.

.

.

IfellasleepbutIcouldn'tstopthinking



aboutPrinceZamani'stouch,inthe

morningIdidn'tjointhem forbreakfast

cozIdidn'twanttoseehim,thewhole

dayIlockedmyselfinmyroom.

ThefollowingdayearlyinthemorningI

heardaknock,Istooduptoopenthe

doorandhewasrightthereinfrontof

me..

Zamani:"Ididn'tseeyouyesterdayand

atnight".

Me:"Iwashereinmyroom".

Zamani:"Oh-ok".

Hedidn'tknowwhattosay,Ialsodidn't

knowwhattosay...



Me:"Doyouwanttocomein?".

Zamani:"No-Icametocheckifyouare

alrightthat'sall".

Me:"Whydoyoucare?Dudeweboth

knowthatyouhateme,youtreatmelike

shit".

Zamani:"Becauseyouaremydad's

wife,hepaidLobolaforyou".

Me:"Sothatgivesyouarighttoberude

tome?".

Zamani:"DoyourememberwhenI

cameheretocheckuponyouand

touchedyourknee,Ifelt-Goddammit

-.'.".

Hecameinsideandlockedthedoor,I

lookedathim..



Me:"Iam notyourdad'swife,paying

Loboladoesn'tmeananythingcozmy

dadwillreturneverythingyourdadpa-".

Heroughlygrabbedandkissedmeso

hard,hestoppedandIlookedathim in

shock,heslowlykissedmeoncemore

andIresponded,Ihaveneverkisseda

guybefore,itwasmyfirstkissandI

didn'twantittoend,ourlipsmoved

togetherinsyncaswekissedso

passionate,hestoppedandlookedat

me..

Zamani:"I'm sorry,Ishouldn'thave-".

Whatthe?Hestealsmyfirstkissand

thantellsmeheshouldn'thave'

Me:"Youshouldn'thavewhat?".



Zamani:"Ihavetogo".

Heopenedthedoorandleft,Icouldn't

believeit,IlockedthedoorandIwas

angry..

Me:"Asshole!!!".

.

.

.
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-Minenhle

.

Ilockedmyselfinmyroom,Iwasso

angryatmyself,'HowcanIbesoweak?'

Ikissedhim withoutevenfightingit,I

gavehim myfirstkissandthanheleft,

I'm sostupid,Iwasevenscaredtoface

thewholeroyalfamily.Theysentaroyal

workertocallmeandIdidn'thavea

choicebuttogo..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youmissedyour

breakfastwhy?".



Me:"I'm sorryIwasn'thungry".

PrinceZamanicameinwithaboyanda

beautifulgirl,theyweretalkingand

laughing.Iwasscaredtolookathim,

beinginasameroom withhim wasthe

mosthardestthingever..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Lunchwillbeready

now".

Zamani:"Mom areyoutheone

cooking?".

QueenZamani:"Yesisthataproblem,

allmykidsarehomesoIwannado

somethingspecialforthem".

'Ohsotheseareherkids'Ithoughtto

myself,theycontinuedtalkingandIwas

justsittingtherenotknowingwhattodo,



Ifeltreallyleftout,IstoodupcozI

wantedtogobacktomyroom..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Minenhlewhereare

yougoing?Youneedtoeat,youcan't

lockyourselfinyourroom forever".

Agirlspoke..

Her:"Mom whoisshe?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Hernameis

Minenhle,herfatherisaverygood

friendofyourfather,shecamehereto

workbutgotainvolvedinalittle

accident".

Her:"That'swhyshe'susingcrutches,

ahhshame,I'm NtombeZinhlebutthey

callmeZinhle".

TheGuy:"Godyouaresobeautiful,



Mom whydidn'tyoutellmethatyou

havesuchbeautyinthishouse,I

would'vecamebackhomesooner,I'm

Ntobeko".

Me:"Nicetomeetyou".

Ntobeko:"Youhavenoidea".

Zinhle:"Ntobekostopit,stopflirtingyou

aremakinghershy".

Ntobeko:"Mother!Howaboutwemake

heryourdaughterinlaw".

QueenNonhlanhla:"I'm yourmothernot

yourfriend".

Zinhle:"Don'tmindhim,he'salwayslike

this".

WhenIlookedatZamanihewasbusy



withhisphoneGodmyheartalways

beatfastwheneverIthinkofhim,it's

worsewhenI'm lookingathim.He

pretendedasifIwasn'tinasameroom

withhim,hisMom severedusfoodand

westartedeating..

Zinhle:"Howlongareyoustayinghere

Minnie?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Wearewaitingfor

MrMthembuthenshecangoback

home".

Zinhle:"AtleastIwon'tbebored".

Icouldn'teat,thingswerejustawkward

andIfeltlikeZamanihatedmefor

kissinghim back,maybehethoughtI'm

thoseloosegirlswhothrowthemselves



atanyguy,GodI'm screwed..

Me:"Thankyouforthefoodyour

highnessbutI'm nothungryyet".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Thesedaysyou

don'teat,istheresomethingwrong?".

Me:"No,nothing'swrong,Ijustmiss

homethat'sall,isitpossibleformeto

gohome,wedon'tknowhowlongisit

goingtotakeforMrMthembutoreturn".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Iunderstandhow

youmustbefeelingbutwecan'tallow

youtogohomeyet,ZinhleishereIwill

askhertokeepyoucompanyuntilhe

returnshome".

Me:"Noproblem I'm sorry,I'llbeinmy

room".



IstoodupandlookedatZamanione

moretimebuthelookedatmethan

downtohisplate,Igottomyroom and

cried,Idon'tevenknowwhyIwascrying,

whatIfeltforZamaniwasstrangevery

strange,IstartedfeelingemptywhenI

thoughtabouthowmuchhedoesn't

careaboutme,someoneknockedandI

welcomedthem in..

Zinhle:"Girl,areyoucrying?".

Me:"NoI'm notnot".

Zinhle:"Likereallynow?".

Me:"OkIam,Ijustmisshome".

Zinhle:"I'm sorry,hereIbroughtyou

food,youdidn'teatsoIthought-".

Me:"Thankyou".



ItwasabitawkwardbecauseIdidn't

wanttotalk,IwassoemotionalthatI

neededmyownspace,therewas

anotherknockandZinhleopenedthe

door..

Zinhle:"BigBro.".

ItwasZamani,myheartstartedbeating

fast..

Zamani:"Zinhlecanyougiveusa

minute".

Zinhle:"Why?".

Webothlookedather..

Zinhle:"OkOk,I'm going,babeI'llcome

back".

Shelefttheroom..



Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?Iknow

thatyouregretkissingmeandit'sfine,I

understand".

Zamani:"Idon'tregretit".

.

.

.

.

Me:"What?

Zamani:"IwantedtokissyouandI'm

sorryforbeingajerk".

Me:"Yourfamilycan'tfindoutabout

thisandverysoonI'm goinghomeso

there'snothingtobesorryfor".



Zamani:"SoIwantustoputwhat

happenedbetweenusbehind,let's

forgetaboutitandmoveonwithour

lives,Ishouldn'thavekissedyouandit

won'thappenagain".

Me:"Well-Iunderstand".

Zamani:"Cool,I'lltellZinhletocome".

Heleft,soafterthekisshedidn'tfeel

anything?I'vehadcrushesbeforebut

I'veneverfeltlikethisbefore,the

feelingsIhadforZamaniweredifferent

andIwasstupidtoeventhinkthathe

hadfeelingsforme..Zinhlecameback.

Zinhle:"What'swrongwithyou?".

Me:"Nothing,I'm fine".

Zinhle:"Theguysareatthegameroom,



let'sjointhem".

Me:"I'm notfeelingwellbutyoucango".

Zinhle:"Butyoucan'tlockyourselfin

hereforever,come".

Me:"Youcango,Ineedtorest".

Zinhle:"Ok,I'llseeyoulater".

Aftersheleft,Istoodupandwent

outside,mylegwasgettingbetterandI

wasn'tusingthecrutchesanymore.I

wentoutsideforsomefreshairandI

sawPrinceZamaniandNtobekocoming

mywayIwantedtorunbacktomyroom

butIdidn'twanttolookchildish..

Ntobeko:"Heybeautiful".

Me:"YourHighness".



Ntobeko:"Wearegoingtothegame

room doyouwanttojoinus?".

Zamani:"No,Idon'tthinkthat'sagood

idea".

Ilookedathim,whothehellisheto

makedecisionsforme?..

Me:"Iwouldlovetocome".

PrinceZamanilookedatme..

Ntobeko:"Cool".

Iwentbacktomyroom tochangemy

clothes,Iworemyadidastracksuit

pantsandmatchingcropJersey,socks

andsleepers...Ilookedatmyselfinthe

mirrorandIwaslookinggoodeven

thoughIdidn'twanttowearthesleepers

butsincemykneedidn'tfullyheal,Ihad



towearthem.Itoldoneoftheroyal

workertoshowmethegameroom..

from thediningroom therearesteps

thatgoesdownfrom thereyoutakethe

liftthattakesyoudown,Ireallywanted

togobacktomyroom,whenthelift

opened,Iwasinanightclub,therewere

differentlightsgoingaround,thepolls

andahugestageforamomentIwas

lost..

Voice:"Youareverystubborn,thisis

notaplaceforyou,gobackupstairs".

ItwasPrinceZamani,Idon'tevenknow

whatthehelliswrongwithhim..

Me:"What'swrongwithyou?".

Zamani:"Youshouldn'tbehere



Minenhle".

IsawZinhlecoming..

Zinhle:"BabebutIthoughtyoudidn't

wanttocome,ohwait!What'sgoingon

here".

Me:"Nothing,actuallyIwaslookingfor

thegameroom".

Zinhle:"Great,comethisway".

Ifollowedher,sheopenedahugetwo

doorsandinsideitwaslikeheaven,

therewerelotsofyounggirlsandguys,

playingdifferentgamesthatIhave

neverseenbefore,somewereeating,

somedrinkingandothersweresmoking,

itwasfun..

Zinhle:"Comethisside".



Ifollowedherandwefoundempty

couchesandsatdown..

Me:"Wow!Thisisbeautiful".

Zinhle:"Verybeautiful,thisiswherewe

usedtoplayaskidssincewenevergo

out".

Me:"Wow!".

Zamaniandtheotherguysjoinedus..

Zamani:"ZinhleItoldtheguardstoget

ridofyourfriend,shewastakingoffall

herclothes".

Zinhle:"Ntobekoistheonewhoinvited

hernotme".

Zamani:"Geezyoushould'veseenher".

Aguycamestraightatusandstoodin



frontofme.

Him:"Heygorgeous".

Me:"Hi".

Him:"CanIstealyouforafew

minutes?".

Zamani:"Noyoucan't,Samuelleave".

Him:"Geez".

Me:"Iam notachild,wasthat

necessary?Firstyoudidn'twantmeto

comeherewhatthehelliswrongwith

you?".

Zamani:"Becauseyoushouldn'tbehere,

youdon'tbelonghere,yousee,allthese

peopleheretheybelongherenotyou".

Me:"Andwhyexactlydon'tIbelong



here".

Zamani:"Cantyousee,youarea

nobody".

Zinhle:"Zamanistopit!".

Me:"It'sfineZinhle,he'sright,Iwill

leave".

Zinhle:"Lookwhatyouhavedone!!".

.

.

.

.

Itooktheliftandwentup,Ididn'teven

knowwhyIwascrying,whenIcame

outsideitwasdark.

WhenI'm angryorsadIlikewalkingsoI



walkedtothebeautifulgardenslowly,I

couldfeelthepresenceofapersonbut

whenIlookedaroundIcouldn'tsee

anyone,Igotnervousandquicklyran

back,whenIwasabouttoopenthedoor,

someonegrabbedmeroughly,Itriedto

fightitbutIcouldn'tbecausemybody

becameweak,IwastiredIcouldn'teven

movemyhand.ThenextthingIsawI

wasinarondavelroom (hutroom)full

ofpeoplewearingtraditionalclothes,

theyweresinging,beatingdrums,Iwas

layingdownweak.ThewomenIalways

seearoundthepalacestoodup,she

tookoutabeadedbracelet..

Her:"Finally,Ihavefinishedit,never

evertakeitout".



Itriedtogetmyheadupbutstillitwas

hard,theladiesdressedinaSangoma

clothesmoved,amanwhowassittingin

achairthatlooksexactlylikeKing

Ngubane'schairstoodupandkneltin

frontofme,hewasholdingamug,he

openedmymouthandforcedtheliquid

inside,Icouldn'tfightitbecauseIwas

weak,theystartedsingingagainand

beatingthedrums,Ifeltsleepyandthe

wayIwassoweak,Icouldn'teven

controlit,Ifellasleep..

Iwaswokenupbytheknock,Iquickly

openedthedoor,itwastheroyalworker

tellingmetojointhefamilyforbreakfast,

Inoddedather.Thewholethingfeltlike

adream andhowdidIgetinmyroom?



WhenIlookedatmyhandIwaswearing

thebracelet,Ichangedtomytracksuit

andwenttothesittingroom,Iwas

nervousandIwasstartingtorealizethat

eversinceIarrivedatthePalaceI've

beenexperiencingsomanystrange

things,Itookasit..

Me:"Goodmorning".

Theyallgreetedmeback,somethingfelt

sostrange,myshoulderswereheavy,I

lookedaroundandmyeyesstoppedat

thethrone,mylegswerefine,Iwalkedto

thethrone,itwasfullofblood,therewas

bloodalloverit,Iclosedmyeyesand

screamedoutloud..

KingNgubane:"Minenhle,Minenhle".



Zamani:"Openyouryoureyes,what's

wrong?".

WhenIopenedthem theywereallin

frontofme,Idon'tknowwhatwas

wrongwithmebutIwassurethatthe

liquidthatIdrankandthebraceletwas

thereasonbehindallthestrangethings

happening,myshoulderswereheavy,

somethingwasnotright..

Me:"Ineedtogetoutofthisroom".

QueenNonhlanhla:"What'swrong?".

Icouldn'tstopthetearsfrom coming

out...

Me:"Ineedtogetoutofthisroom,

sorryI'llbeinmyroom".

Isaidthatandleft...



.
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-Minenhle

.



.

Idon'tknowwhatwashappeningtome,

maybeIwaslosingmymind,Ihave

neverseensomethingsostrangebefore.

Iopenedmyphoneandstartedgoogling

signsofbipolarormentalillnessbutI

didn'tevenhaveoneofthosesigns,I

heardaknock..

Zinhle:"MyDadsaysIshouldcallyou".

Me:"OkI'm coming".

Iknewwhytheywerecallingme,I

closedthedoorandfollowedZinhle,the

royalfamilywastherewaitingforme..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Weshouldforget

aboutMthembu,shehastogoback

home".



Me:"YourHighness".

KingNgubane:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YesyourhighnessIam alright

now".

KingNgubane:"Thatsgood,Ijustcalled

yourdadandaskedhim tofetchyou

tomorrowmorning,Ithinkyoumiss

homeandyourkneeisfinenow".

Me:"Youdidthat?Thankyousomuch

inthatcaseIhavetogopackallmy

clothes".

KingNgubane:"Wait,whathappened

earlier?".

Me:"Welli-it'snothingthatyoushould

worryabout,itwasnothingyour

highness,Iwillgotomyroom andpack".



QueenNonhlanhla:"Butyoudidn'teat".

Me:"I'm fineyourhighness,I'lleatwhen

I'm hungry,I'lljusttakeaglassofjuice".

Itookaglassonthetableandstarted

drinking,Iheardnoise,theyhadvisitors..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Mother!Whydidn't

youtellusyouarecoming?".

Her:"Iwantedtosurpriseyou,Howare

youdoingmychildren?".

KingNgubane:"Mother,pleasetakea

sit".

Zinhle:"Thisisaverygoodsurprise,I

missedyou".

Her:"Butyouneverevencalledyour

grandmother".



Zamani:"Grandmother!".

Her:"Youreallyhavegrown,any

girlfriend?".

Ntobeko:"Wellmaybehe'sgay,howare

yougrandmother".

Her:"I'm goodmyson,Imissedyou".

Ntobeko:"Idon'tblameyou,Grannyyou

can'tlivewithoutyourfavouriteson".

Her:"Youaresofullofyourself".

Shepunchedhim andtheyalllaughed,I

waslookingatmyglass..

Her:"Whoisthisbeautifulyounglady".

Shestretchedoutherhandforashake

andIlookedatit,Ihesitatedandmy

glassfellandbrokeintomanysmall



pieces,Irushedtopickitup..

Me:"I'm sorry,I'm sorryi-".

Myhandswereshaking,Istartedpicking

up,myhandsstartedbleeding,the

grandmotherspoke..

Her:"It'sjustaglassmychild,lookyou

arehurtingyourself".

WhenIlookedatmyhandstheywere

bleeding,oneoftheroyalworkercame

runningtocleanupthemessImade..

Me:"YourHighnessI'm sorryaboutthe

glass".

KingNgubanelookedatmestrangely,I

lookedatmyhandsandtheywere

bleeding,bothofthem..



KingNgubane:"Ntombezinhle,takeher

toherroom".

Zinhleheldmebymyarm andledmeto

myroom..

Me:"I'm sureyourdadhatesmefor

breakingthatglass".

Zinhle:"Doyouknowhowmanyglasses

dowehaveinthishouse?".

Me:"No,Idon't".

Zinhle:"Exactly,wealsodon'tknowcoz

wehavethousandsofglasses,hewill

neverbeangry".

Me:"Butthewayhelookedatme".

Zinhle:"He'sjustconcernedthat'sall,I

knowmydad,hewon'tgetangryovera



stupidglass".

Sheopenedthedoorandquicklytooka

whitetowel..

Zinhle:"Maybethiswillhelp,doesn'tit

hurt".

Voice:"Ibroughtafirstaidbox".

ItwasPrinceZamani..

Zinhle:"Ohthat'sverythoughtfulofyou

brother".

Zamani:"Takeasit,I'llhelpher".

Wewenttothebathroom andhe

openedawarm watertap,heputonthe

plasticglovesandstartedcleaningmy

hands,aftercleaningthebloodhe

lookedatmequestionably..



Me:"What?".

Zamani:"Lookatyourhands".

Me:"Why?".

Zamani:"Isaidlookatyourhands,you

didn'tcutyourself,there'snotevena

singlescarbutyouwerebleeding

heavily".

Me:"Whatareyoutryingtosay,wait!

Areyouaccusingmeofsomething?".

Helookedatmestraightintheeyesand

thentomyhand..

Zamani:"Wheredidyougetthis

bracelet?".

Me:"I-Idon'tknow,Imeansomeone

gaveittome".



Zamani:"Who?".

Me:"NoImeanImadeit".

Zamani:"Minenhle,Youarelyingtome".

Hesaidthatsoftly...

.

.

.

.

Me:"Areyouheretoquestionmeorto

helpme?".

Zamani:"Okputonthesebandages".

Me:"Butididn'tcutmyself".

Zamani:"Minenhle-".



Me:"Okfine".

HehelpedmewarpupmyhandsandI

didn'tevenknowwhy,wewenttothe

bedroom,hetooktheboxandleft..

Zinhle:"Whatishappeningbetweenyou

two".

Me:"Dontevengothere".

Zinhle:"Mylipsaresealed".

Me:"Youareannoyingjustlikeyour

brotherandI'm hungry".

Zinhle:"I'm alsohungry".

Me:"Butyoujustate".

Zinhle:"Andwhenwasthat?Centuries

ago,letmesendoneofthedriversto

buyusjunkfoodohgoodImissreal



food,burgers,fries-".

Me:"GeezJustorderthefoodalready".

Shesentthedriverandwechilled

waitingforthefoodtoarriveafteran

hourtheguycameback,wechilledand

Zinhledecidedtosleepover..

Me:"YourGrandmotherishomeyou

shouldbewithher".

Zinhle:"Youhavenoideahowboring

sheisbabe".

Me:"It'syourmom'smother?".

Zinhle:"Yep,Imissmygrandmother,my

dad'smother,shewasthemost

sweetestpersononearthandZamani

lovedherbutwhenshepassedonhe

wasdestroyedbuthe'sgettingbetter



now".

Me:"Idon'tblamehim,Ialsolostmy

motheramonthago".

Zinhle:"GeezgirlI'm verysorry".

Me:"It'sfinebabe,let'sjustsleepI'm so

sleepy".

Zinhle:"Goodnight".

Wefellasleepinstantly,itfeltsogoodto

shareabedwithsomeone,Zinhle

remindedmeofNokwanda...

'wewereallinthesittingroom eating

aftereatingIwenttomybedroom to

sleepbutIcouldn'tsleepsoIdecidedto

gooutside,thebeautifulbigorange

moondidn'tcomeoutbutIstayed

anywayoutside.Istartedhearingvoices.



Voice1:"Wehavetofinishbothofthem

tonight".

Voice2:"OkrelaxI'llgotoPrince

ZamaniandyougototheKing".

Voice1:"Whataboutthewife".

Voice2:"Don'ttouchthewife".

PrinceZamaniandTheKing,whatare

theygoingtodotothem?Myheart

startedbeatingfast,Irantothemain

room andluckilyIfoundbothofthem

talking..

Me:"YourHighnessyouneedtogetout

ofhere,therearepeoplecomingforyou,

bothofyou".

KingNgubane:"Zamaniwasjusttelling

meaboutyourbracelet".



Weheardthosepeopletalking,Ilooked

atthem andstartedrunning,they

followedme,thenextthingwewere

runningintheforestanditwasdark

Zamaniwasbleedingfrom hismouth..

Zamani:"Takemydadandrunwith

him".

Me:"NoIcan't,Ican'tleaveyouhere".

KingNgubane:"NoSon,pleasedon't

giveup,bestrongson".

Zamani:"Theyarehere".

Thewindstartedanditstartedraining,

wecontinuedrunning,KingNgubanefell

androlleddownthehugehole,Zamani

triedtocatchhim butalsofellinsidethe

bigdarkhole,Istartedscreamingand



crying,IcalledtheirnamesbutIcouldn't

seethem'Iwokeupwetfrom sweating,

thedream feltsoreal,whenIlookedon

theothersideZinhlewasnotthere

anymore,Icouldn'tsleepanymorebutit

wasfourinthemorningsoIjuststayed

untilsevenandfreshneduptojointhe

othersforbreakfast.Inthediningroom

itwasonlyKingNgubane,Prince

ZamaniandPrincessZinhle..

Me:"Goodmorning".

Theygreetedmeback..

Me:"Wherearetheothers?".

Zinhle:"Theyallwenttotown".

Me:"ohw!".

Icouldn'teatthewayKingNgubanewas



staringatme,Istoodupmaybehewas

stillangryabouttheglass..

Me:"Zinhlepleasetellmewhenmydad

ishere".

KingNgubane:"Sitdown".

Islowlysatdown...

KingNgubane:"Ntombezinhleplease

giveusamoment".

Zinhle:"YesDad".

ShestoodupandIwantedtorun...

KingNgubane:"Letmeseeyour

bracelet".

Irolledupmysleevesandwentnextto

him toshowhim..

KingNgubane:"Wheredidyougetit?".



Me:"WellI'm-There'sawomenI

alwaysseehereinyardmakingbeads

sotheothernight,yourhighnessIknow

itsoundscrazybutshegavemeinmy

dreams".

Theybothlookedateachother...

.

.

.

.

KingNgubane:"Hasthewomenever

toldyouanything?".

Me:"Nobutonlythattheychoseme

andshealsosaidsomethinglikemy

nameisNoxolo,somethinglikethatbut-



".

Zamani:"Noxolo?".

Me:"Yesandthatwomenisweirdso

weird,I'm sureshehasmentalhealth

issues".

KingNgubane:"Letmecallyourdad,

youarenotgoinghomeanymore".

Me:"What?Youcan'tdothat,Ineedto

gohome,didthatwomensay

somethingtoyoucozIpromiseyou

whatevershesaidisaliethatwomen

needshelp,serioushelp".

Zamani:"Thatstheproblem,theonly

womenwhousedtomakethose

braceletsandnecklacespassedaway,

longago".



Ilaughedoutoutloud...

Me:"AreyoutellingmethatItalkto

deadpeoplenow?Isthissomekindofa

joke?".

KingNgubane:"Yousawheraroundthe

palace,shegaveyouthebraceletinyour

dreamsandyouareseeingthingsnow,

soyoutellus".

Me:"Thedreams,Imeanthedream I

hadlastnightalsofeltreal".

Zamani:"Whatwasitabout?".

Me:"Someonewantedtokillyou,both

ofyousoIcametotellyouandweran

afterthatwewererunninginaforest,it

startedrainingbutyoubothfelldownin

thebigdarkhole,Icouldn'tsaveyou".



KingNgubane:"MinenhleYousaidthe

oldwomencalledyouNoxolo?".

Me:"Yes".

KingNgubane:"There'sabigfire

surroundingthisKingdom,everything

willfallandbedestroyedbutonlyone

personwillstopthat,Noxolo,theonly

peaceandlightthatwillsavethis

Kingdom".

Me:"I'm confused".

Zamani:"Grandmotheralsotoldme

aboutthatprophecy".

KingNgubane:"Minenhle,sheisour

peaceandlight,wehavetobeprepared

fortheworstthatisyettocome,we

havetoprotectMinenhle..Zamanisend



theboysMthembuneedstocomeback".
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-Minenhle



.

Iwasconfusedthiswholethingwas

confusing,Iwantedanexplanation..

KingNgubane:"YourDadsaysheis

alreadyherehecan'tgobacknow".

Me:"Wellthat'sgoodnewsbecauseI

wanttogetoutofhere".

Zamani:"Youlikeactinglikeababy

Minenhleandit'sannoying".

Me:"IfI'm thatannoyingallowmetogo

homethen".

Zamani:"Youarenotgoinganywhere,

faceit.Whenyourdadgetheretellhim

thatyouarenotgoingbackhomewith

him".



Me:"Hewillaskquestions,youdon't

knowmydad".

KingNgubane:"Iwillspeaktoyour

father".

Me:"I'llgotomyroom tochangethese

bandagesbecausehewillstartasking

questions".

KingNgubane:"Noproblem".

Iwenttomyroom totakeoutthe

bandages,Ireallymissedmydadand

home,Iwasn'tsureaboutstayinghere

andnotgoinghome.Iwenttothesitting

room..

Me:"Dad!".

Dad:"Nkosazane,howareyou?".



Me:"Iam good,how'severyonebackat

home?".

Dad:"Theyaregoodandcan'twaitto

seeyoubackhome".

IlookedattheKingandPrinceZamani..

Me:"AboutthatDad,I'm i-".

Dad:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YeahI'm finebutI'm notgoing

backhomewithyou".

Dad:"Why?".

Me:"Nothing,I'm happyhereandI

madefriends,PrincessZinhleisavery

goodfriendofminebutI'llcomeand

visityouguysbackhome".

Dad:"IsitbecauseofwhatIdidtoyou?



MinenhleI'm sorryformistreatingyou

butIpromisetotakeyoutoschooland

doeverythingyouwantmetodo".

Me:"It'snotyouDadbutIwillcome

backhome,justnotnow".

Zamani:"Wewillmakesurethat

Minenhlecomeshomewhenshewants

toandyoucanalsovisitherwhenever

youwant".

Dad:"IfeellikeIhavefailedasaparent,

MinenhleIam verysorry".

Me:"It'snotyourfaultreally,I'm happy

here".

Itwasveryhardtoconvincehim buthe

believedus...

Zamani:"MrMkhizewhydon'tyoustay



forlunch?"

Dad:"Ihaveameetingtoattendthat's

whyIcamesoearlybutIwillmakesure

thatIcomebackheretospendtime

withmydaughter".

KingNgubane:"IunderstandKhabazela,

letmewalkyouout".

Ihuggedhim tightlyandtheywentout,I

rantomyroom andlockedthedoor,I

couldn'tholdmyselfIcried,Iwantedto

gohome,thiswholeplaceisavery

beautifulplaceeverbutitfeltlikeacage,

Iwasn'tfree,IfeltlikeIwasn'tfreefrom

myself.

IheardaknockanditwasPrince

Zamani..



Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Inoddedmyhead,hegotinsideand

closedthedoor,hefoldedhisarmsand

lookedatme..

Me:"I'm fineImeanIwillbe".

Tearsstartedrollingdown,hecame

closerandhuggedme,Ilayedinhis

chest,IfeltsafeandIdidn'twanttolet

go,Icried.

Zamani:"Feelingbetter?".

Inodded,helookedatmeoncemore

andtookouthisshoesandrelaxedin

mybed..

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Zamani:"YouarenotyourselfandI



knowthatyoumissyourfamilysothe

leastIcandoistobefriendlytoyou,you

needafriend".

Me:"Thankyou".

Zamani:"Comeandsithere".

Itookoutmyshoesandsleptnextto

him..

Me:"YouknowIhatedmydadwhenI

foundoutthatIwasgoingtomarryyour

dadbutIunderstandthathewantedthe

bestforme,Imissmybrothersandhim,

Iwasreadytogobackhome".

Zamani:"Iunderstandbutyouwillbe

finehere,wearehereandmydadis

here".

Me:"Butthiswholewifethingwon't



happenagainright?".

Zamani:"Idon'tknowbuttraditionally

heisyourhusband".

Me:"No!Iwillnevermarryyourdad".

Zamani:"I'lltalktohim,wherewereyou

studying?".

Me:"AtMangosuthu,you?".

Zamani:"IGraduatedthreeorfouryears

backbutIwasstudyingatUkzn".

Me:"Ialsowishtograduateoneday".

Zamani:"Youwillgraduate".

HesmelledgoodandIfeltsowarm

layingnexttohim,whenIlookedupat

him hewasstaringatme..

Me:"What'swrong?".



.

.

.

.

Hefacedme,hetriedtospeak,he

openedhismouthandthanclosedit.

Hisfacegotclosertomine,hestarted

kissingme,Iknowitwaswronginso

manywaysbutIcouldn'tholdit,Ikissed

him back,ourlipsmovedtogetherin

synch,hislipsweresoftandwarm,he

stoppedandlookedatme..

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YeahIam".

Hekissedmeoncemoreandhegotup



toputonhisshoes..

Me:"Yousaidthiswasnevergoingto

happenagain".

Zamani:"YesIdid".

Hesaidthatandkeptquiet,howishe

like,seriouslyIneverunderstoodhim,

todayhe'syellowandthenextdayhe's

green,hismoodchangedinstantly..

Zamani:"Don'tforgettojoinusfor

supper,youhavetostoplocking

yourselfinhere".

Ikeptquiet,hestoodupandleft,Ijust

fellasleepandlaterIwokeupandwent

tothediningroom forsupper,everyone

wasinthedinnertableincludingthegirl

thatIdidn'tknow,Isatdowninthelong



table..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Ithoughtyouleft,

didn'tyourfathercome?".

IlookedatZamaniandhisfather...

Me:"Hedid".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Andwhyareyou

stillhere?".

Zinhle:"Mother!".

Zamani:"Wedecidedthatit'sbestifshe

waitsforMthembusincehegaveus

strictordersthatsheshouldnotleave

beforehecomesback".

KingNgubane:"Andyouknowthatwe

can'tgoagainsthisorders".

QueenNonhlanhla:"OhIsee".



Westartedeatingandtheyweretalking

aboutthegirl..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Wehavetostart

preparingeverythingforthewedding".

Wedding?Whatwedding?Iwantedto

askbutIwasscared..

Zamani:"Mamayouknowthat

Nonkanyisoistheonewhowillchoosea

brideforme".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Nonsense,

NonkanyisocanalsoseethatAyanda

hereisbeautifulandeducated,youguys

deserveeachother".

WaitwasthegirltheretomarryZamani?

Inearlychockedonmyfood,Zamaniran

tome..



Zamani:"Areyoualright?Heredrink

water".

HelikesaskingifI'm alright,theywere

lookingatus..

Me:"I'm fine,thankyou".

Hewenttohissit,wefinishedeating

andIwenttomybedroom aftermaybe

15minutesTheQueenandherMother

calledme..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Whyexactlyareyou

stillhere?Youfailedtoseducemy

husbandandnowyouaretryingto

seducemyson?".

HerMotherSpoke:"Thisgirlistrouble,

sheneedstoleave,Ididn'tlikeherfrom

thefirstdayIsawher".



Me:"Withallduerespectmamai-".

Her:"Iam notyourMother!Iam Mrs

Hlongwatoyou".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youlistenhere,I

don'twantyounearmysonoranyofmy

children".

Inoddedmyheadandwentbacktomy

room,reallyIdidn'tknowwhatIdidto

thetwowomen,Zamaniwasfollowing

me..

Zamani:"Don'tclosethedoor".

Me:"Pleaseleave!".

Zamani:"Iheardwhatmymom and

grandmothersaidtoyou,Iam sorry".

Me:"Youheard?Andyoudidn'teventry



todefendme?Ohwow!Anywaygood

luckonyourengagementyourhighness".

Isaidthatandslammedthedoorhard,

veryhard,fortwodaysIdidn'tcomeout,

Iwantedtoleavethisprison.After

bathingIwentoutsidejusttoenjoythe

freshairandlookatthebeautiful

mountains,thequeenandherMother

camemyway..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Itoldyoutostay

awayfrom myson,youseethatheis

hereandyouarefollowinghim".

Me:"YourHighnessIdidn'tevenknow

thatheishereIcangobacktomy

room".

Zamanicamerunning...



MrsHlongwa:"Stopactingsoinnocent".

Zamani:"Whatisgoingonhere?".

MrsHlongwa:"Askthischeapgirl,she

ischeapverycheap,shegoesaround

seducingmarriedman".

ShewasreallytestingmypatienceandI

wastiredofactinglikeagoodgirl,yesI

am agoodgirlbutIdon'tallowpeopleto

takeadvantageofthat..

Me:"Youknowwhat?I'm tiredofyou

two,youarereallystartingtogetonmy

nerves".

Zamani:"Minenhle-".

Me:"What?Justonemorewordfrom

you,youwillknowme".



Helookedshockedbutkeptquiet

anyway..

.

.

.

.

Me:"Iam notheretobebulliedbyyou

two,whyareyoufeelingsothreatened

byme?Imaybelivingunderyourroof

butIwillneverallowyoutodisrespect

melikethat,yourhighness".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Weneedtocall

Mthembu,Idon'twanttoseethisgirl

here".



Me:"Mthembuornot,Iwillneverleave

thisPalaceorthisKingdom,justdeal

withitalready".

IsawZamanismilingalittle,Ileftthem

standingthere,Ihatepeoplewho

disrespectmewithallmyheart,Iwent

tomyroom andtheroyalworkercame

togivememysupper,IateaftereatingI

startedfeelingpainsonmystomach,I

thoughtitwasregularpainsbutthey

werestrong,Iwentoutoftheroom to

askforhelp,aguardcamerunningto

meandcarriedmetothemainhouse,

theywereinthediningtableeatingtheir

supper..

KingNgubane:"What'swrong?".

Icouldn'ttalkIjusttouchedmystomach,



Istartedvomitingblood..

Zinhle:"OhmyGod,someoneplease

callanambulance!".

Zamani:"Minenhlewhat'swrong?".

Idon'tknowbutit'slikesomethingwas

tellingmetousethebraceletIwas

wearing..

Me:"Wat-water".

Zinhlecamerunningwithaglassof

water,Istretchedoutmyhandto

Zamani..

Zamani:"Whatareyousaying?".

Ipointedatthebracelet,hetookitout

andIputitinsidetheglassofwaterand

saidashortprayer,Idrankthewhole



glassofwaterandZamanitookthe

braceletandputitbackon..Thecramps

startedagainandIfeltlikemyintestines

werebreakingintopieces,Ifeltlike

vomitingandIvomitingastickyblack

thingafterthatthepainsvanishedlike

nothinghappened..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Sies,somebody

pleasecomeandcleanhere".

Ilookedatthatthing..

Me:"It'smoving".

KingNgubane:"Whatismoving?".

Me:"IfIdon'tkillit,itwillfinditway

insideme,Ineedtokillit,it'smoving

insideme,Icanfeelit,thisthingisalive".

MrsHlongwa:"Thisgirlisourofher



mind".

Irantothefireplaceandtookalighter..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Areyoucrazy?So

nowyouwanttoburnmyhouse,stop

her".

Ilitupthelighterandburnedthisthing,

itstartedburningandwhenitwas

burningitturnedtoasmallsnake..

KingNgubane:"Impossible,ho-how?".

Theworkersrantocleanthemess..

QueenNonhlanhla:"Thisgirlisawitch!

Shehastogetoutofhere!".

Iwastired,mywholebodywastired,I

couldn'teventalkback.
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Ididn'ttrustanyonesoIaskedmyDad



moneyandhesentmeR8000itwasn't

whatIhadexpected,Iexpectedless,I

loggedinonlineandboughtmyself

clothes,Iwasn'treadytoleavethe

palaceandgototown,Iremembered

theworkersnameSindyandIwentto

theworkersquarters,Isawsomeone

outside..

Me:"Hi,isSindyhere?".

Her:"Checkonroom numberseven,I'm

sureyouwillfindherthere".

Me:"Thankyou".

Iwentthroughthepassageandknocked,

shetooksometimetoopenthedoor

andwhensheopened,IcouldseethatI

wasdisturbingherandherboyfriend.



Me:"Hi,I'm sorryicancomesome

othertime".

Theboyfriendspoke...

Him:"Noit'sfine,youcancomeinside,I

willseeyoulaterSindy".

Heworehisshoesandleft..

Me:"I'm sorryfordisturbingyou".

Sindy:"Noit'sfineandpleasedon'ttell

anyone".

Me:"Mylipsaresealed,itbeenalong

time".

Sindy:"YahIworkbythemainends

nownotinside".

Me:"Iwasaskingmyselfwhereyou

disappearedto,wellIcameherefora



littlefavor".

Sindy:"Whatisit?".

Me:"WellthequeenandherMotherare

notsonicetomesoI'm heretoaskifI

cancookwithyou,don'tworryIwillbuy

groceries".

Sindy:"NodearIdon'thaveaproblem

youcancomehereforaslongasyou

want".

Me:"ThankyousoIcanstartgivingyou

moneyforthegroceries".

Sindy:"TomorrowI'm goingtotownit's

myoffdaybutthepalacedogiveus

groceriesthough".

Me:"Butiwanttobuymyown".



Sindy:"Justwriteeverythingyouneed

downandI'llcomewithit,canImake

yousomethingtoeat".

Me:"YespleaseI'm veryhungry".

Shedishedupforme,riceandbeans,I

ate.Wechilledandtalked,gettingto

knoweachother,she'sreallyavery

goodpersonsolaterIwentbacktomy

room.Zamanicamewithabrownpaper

bags..

Zamani:"Hi".

Me:"Hellopleasecomein".

Zamani:"Iboughtyousomethingtoeat,

I'm sorryfornotcominghereearlier".

Me:"Ihopethisisnotpoisoned".



Zamani:"ComeonMinenhleIwould

neverdothattoyou".

Heopenedthebagsandtooksmall

bitesineverythinghebought.

Zamani:"See,Ididn'tpoisonitandI

boughtitmyselfIdidn'tsendanyone".

Me:"NowIbelieveyou".

Zamani:"Oklet'seat".

Me:"ThankyouforthefoodbutIdon't

thinkit'sagoodideaforyoutobehere

andI'm sureyourgirlfriendiswaitingfor

you".

Zamani:"Idon'thaveagirlfriendandI'm

herebecauseIwantto".

Me:"But-".



Zamani:"Doyouwanttoeatornot?".

Ikeptquietandtookapieceofchicken

andstartedeating..

Me:"Iaskedoneoftheworkerstocook

withher".

Zamani:"Who?".

Me:"HernameisSindysheagreedso

tomorrowI'llgivehermoneyfor

groceries,Ican'teatinthemainhouse

anymorenotuntilI'm surethatIcan

trustyourfamily".

Zamani:"Iunderstandbutjustknow

thatI'm hereforyouandIthinkit'sa

goodideaifyoukeepyourdistance

from myfamily,eat".

Wecontinuedtalking,Zamaniisavery



goodpersonandbesidesIliked

everythingabouthim,afterfinishing

eatinghestoodupandleft.Iwokeup

verylatethefollowingday,afterbathing

IwenttoSindy'sroom..

Me:"Hey,areyoustillgoingtotown?".

Sindy:"Notanymore,yourPrince

charmingbroughteverythinghere".

Me:"MyPrincecharming?".

Sindy:"Someguycameinthemorning

withthebiggestgroceriesIhaveever

seenandtoiletries,hesaidit'syourstuff

PrinceZamanisenthim".

Me:"Howdarehebringstuffhere

withouttellingme?Ionlytoldhim that

I'm gonnacookwithyounotthatI



neededhisfood".

Sindy:"Butit'salreadyhereyoushould

behappy".

Me:"No,I'm notsomekindofacharity

case".

Sindy:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyouare

soangry,weareallgoingtothe

mountainain'tyoucoming?".

Me:"Forwhat?".

Sindy:"Judgment,it'sfunyouhaveto

come".

Me:"Whosejudgement?".

.

.

.



.

Sindy:"Geezwhereareyoufrom?Here

inKwa-Nyamazaneifachildisbornwith

abirthmarkofthemoonthereisa

judgementforthatchildsomost

birthmarkarelikelytoappearattheage

of16andifyouarefoundwiththatmark

Ifeelsorryforyou".

Me:"Idon'tunderstand".

Sindy:"I'm sureyouhaveseen

NonkanyisoourMoon,she'smorethan

justamoon,sheisourlifesoherewe

believethatnooneshouldhaveamark,

Nonkanyiso'smark".

Me:"Because?".

Sindy:"Centuriesagoaroyalchildwas



bornwithamarkafterhis16thbirthday

hisgiftstartedshowing,hewasdanger

toeveryoneinthisKingdom,hewas

strongjustlikethemoonandhe

controlledit,whenNonkanyisoisangry

youwillnotseeheranditwillrainuntil

sheisfinesothatboywasathreateven

toourMoon,shedidn'tcomeoutforfive

yearsandtherewasnosunlightinthis

Kingdom,itwaseithercloudyorraining

untiltheydecidedtotaketheboyforthe

judgement".

Me:"Idon'tunderstandanyofthisand

whathappensinthatjudgement?".

Sindy:"Comewithme,youwillseeit

yourself".

Me:"OKlet'sgo".



Sindy:"Notnowsilly,atnightwhen

Nonkanyisoisout".

ShestartedlaughingatmebutIwas

confusedwhatkindofaplacewasthis?

Sindywenttoworkandleftmeinher

room andIstartedcooking,Ididn'tsee

Zamaniforthewholedaybutmaybehe

cametomyroom anddidn'tfindme

sinceIspentthedayattheworkers

cottages,Sindycamebackfrom work..

Sindy:"Youarereallygoodatthis

cookingthing"'

Me:"Mymom taughtmewell".

Sindy:"Wow!".

Me:"Shepassedawayamonthago".

Sindy:"Iam verysorry".



Me:"It'snotyourfaultandI'm finenow,

whenisthisthingofyoursstarting?".

Sindy:"Ohthejudgement,ithastostart

twohoursfrom nowlet'sgooutside".

Whenwewentoutsideeveryonewas

outreadytogo..

Me:"Let'sgotomyroom Ineeda

jacket".

Wewenttomybedroom andIdecided

tochangetomyblacktracksuitsand

woreahoodiebecauseIdidn'twantthe

royalfamilytoseeme..

Me:"HowdoIlook".

Sindy:"Unnoticeableplusit'sdark

outside".



Me:"Good".

Wewentoutsideandpeoplestarted

walkingoutofthepalace,thepeopleof

thekingdom werealsofollowing,they

weretalkingandlaughing,wewalked

thelongdistancetilltothetopofthe

mountain,therewasaveryhugestone

andchairsontheotherside,TheKing

andTheQueensatontheleftside,the

otherfourelderssatontheotherside.

EveryonekneltdownandIfollowed

them andtheystartedsinging,aboy

whowasn'twearinganythingbutjusta

smallwhitesheetcoveringhisprivate

partwasaccompaniedbyanoldmanto

thehugestone,peoplewerestillbusy

singing,themoonstartedcomingout..



Me:"Whyisitnotbrightorange?".

Sindy:"It'salwayslikethiswhenwe

perform thisceremony".

Therewasacloudnexttothemoonit

wasn'tbrightorangebutstillbigthough..

TheycontinuedsingingandIguessthe

markwasontheboysstomachbecause

themanstartedapplyingsomething

whiteonhisstomach,mybodygottired,

IfeltlikeIwasgettingsick.Theman

tookoutabigknifeandstartedcutting

themarkoutoftheboy,theboywasin

somuchpain,whenIlookedaround

everyonewashappilysinging.They

broughtabigblackcow,itwastiedup,

theboykeptoncryingaskingforhelp,

theboyseyeswerebrightorangein



colour,hewasdifferent.thenextminute

thecowfelldown,theotherman

stabbedthecowwithabigspearwhenI

lookedattheboyhewaslayinglifeless

theyalsostabbedhim todeathand

everyonestartedululatingandsinging

outlouder..

Me:"Ican'tstayhere,I'm goingback".

Sindy:"Whataboutthemeat,westill

gonnastayhereandeatthiscow".

Me:"NoIwillnotwatchthisevilthing

anymorefurther".

Sindy:"Okbesafe".

IcrawledbackandtheminuteIgotIran

andneverlookedback,Ionlylooked

backwhenIwasatthepalaceandthe



moonwasnowheretobeseen,Igot

inside,howcanthesepeoplebelieve

thatkillingsomeoneisarightthingto

do,Ifeltnauseousbecausethepalaceis

toobigIwenttothemainroomsand

usedthebathroom there,whenIwent

outIsawZinhle..

.

.

.

.

Zinhle:"Hey,Iwenttoyourroom two

timesbutIcouldn'tfindyou".

Me:"OhI'm sureIwasoutside".

Zinhle:"Areyoualright?Zamaniis



worriedsickaboutyou,hecouldn'tfind-".

ThegirlwhowasgoingtomarryZamani

came..

Me:"NoI'm fine,I'm goingtosleepnow,

Hi".

Her:"Hello".

Zinhle:"Goodnight,Iwillseeyou

tomorrow".

Ismiledatherandwenttomybedroom,

inthepassageIsawZamaniandhe

draggedmeoutside..

Zamani:"Whatiswrongwithyou?You

can'tjustdisappearlikethat".

Me:"Ididn'tdisappear,Iwenttowatch

yourvoodoothings,yourfatherandyour



Motherwatchedthisthinghappen

withouteventryingtostopit,youareall

cruelhere,howcanyoukillaninnocent

boy,huh?".

Zamani:"Youwereattheblack

mountain?".

Me:"AndIcamebackbecauseI

couldn'tstandseeingpeoplecelebrating

someone'sdeath,thiswholethisis

crazy,thisplaceiscrazyandyouareall

crazy,I'm goingbackhomefirstthingin

themorningyouareallmurderers".

Hetouchedmyhand..

Me:"Don'tyoudaretouchme".

Helookedstraightatme...

Zamani:"DoyouthinkIlikeit,whythe



hellam IherenotthereifIlikewhatthey

aredoing?".

Ilookeddown...

Zamani:"Ihateit,Ihatethisthingwith

mywholelifebutIdon'thavethe

powerstostopit".

Hewasangry,hespokewithallthe

emotions,whenIlookedathim hiseyes

wereorange,exactlythesamecolouras

theboyseyes,hequicklyblinked,Igot

closertohim..

Me:"You-youreyes,theyareexactly

likethatboyseyes".

HelifteduphisT-shirtandshowedme

hisbirthmark,itahugemoon,it's

lookedlikeatattoo..



Zamani:"WhenI'm angrymyeyes

changescolourandthemarkalso

changescolour,Iknewaboutyoubefore

youevencamehere,Iknowaboutyour

gift,Iknoweverythingaboutyou..We

arerareinthisKingdom andathreat,I

knowwhopoisonedyouMinenhle,

peoplewiththismarkknoweverything

aboutanyone,theyusedtotellif

someoneisawitch,aliarorathiefso

that'swhytheysayweareathreatthat's

whytheyarenottellingthepeoplethe

entiretruthbecausetheyareprotecting

themselves,thisKingdom isbuiltonlies

andbloodandifthatcomesoutitwillbe

amess".

Me:"You-youknewaboutme?".



Zamani:"Icancontrolit,Ilearnedto

stopmyselffrom seeingthingsand

from knowingeverythingabouteveryone

becauseIwantedtolivenormalbutwith

youitwasdifferent,whenIsawyouand

yourfriendinDurbanIstarteddreaming

aboutyou,withyouit'sverydifferent

MinenhleIdon'tseethingsaboutyou,I

dream them,wehaveaveryspecial

connectionthatIcan'tevencontrol".

Me:"Doesyourparentsknowthatyou

alsohavethismark?".

Zamani:"Notheydon't,itstartedwhenI

was16,attheageof16everyonegoes

tothemountaintocheckitandifyou

arefoundwithit,theykillyou".

Me:"Andtheydidn'tseeyours?".



Zamani:"Mthembuhelpedmetohideit

andIwassafebutI'm notsafeforever,

theycancatchmeandthankillme".

Me:"Thishastostop,peopleneedsto

knowthatyouarenotevilyoujusthave

agiftonly".

Zamani:"Welltellthattothepeopleof

thisKingdom butIdon'ttrytosnoopin

people'sbusiness,Ijustblocktheir

thoughtsandlivemylifenormally".

Me:"Butthiswholeritualthingis

disturbing,Icouldn'tstandtowatch

them killthatboy".

Zamani:"Idon'tevenwatchthat,please

don'tgothereanymore".

Inoddedandhegotclosertokissme,I



alwaysfeltsafeinhisarms,Ikissedhim

back..

Zamani:"Let'sgetyoubacktoyour

room".

Iwasn'tfree,Iwasnervousthatat

anytimetheycanfindZamani'ssecret

andkillhim,Iwasscared.

.

.
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ThatnightIcouldn'tsleepbecauseof

whatIsawandbecauseofwhatZamani

toldme,Ihavenevereversawadead

person'sbodybefore.

Zamanitrustedmewithhislifetotell

mehissecretthat'swhyIcouldn'tstop

thinkingabouthim ,Ifellasleepandin

themorningIwaswokenupbyZamani.

Me:"Comein,whattimeisitnow".



Zamani:"HalfpastfiveI'm sorryI

couldn'tsleep".

Me:"Noit'sfineyoucantakeanap

here".

Zamani:"MaybeIwillsleepnow".

Wegotinsidetheblanketandwefell

backtosleep,hisarmsarethewarmest

thingonearthanditwasmyfirsttime

sleepingnexttotheguy,whenwewoke

upitwasaroundnineinthemorning.

Zamani:"Goodmorning".

Me:"Likereallynow?Youcameherein

themorning".

Hesmiledandlookedatme,hissleepy

hisvoiceistodiefor.



Me:"What?".

Zamani:"Isitaproblem whenIlookat

you?".

Me:"No,butit'sweird".

Zamani:"YouarebeautifulMinenhle".

Iblushedandsmiled.

Zamani:"Let'sgotothatgirlandhave

breakfast".

Me:"Whichgirl?".

Zamani:"Theoneyouarecookingwith".

Me:"Ain'tyouhavingbreakfastwith

yourfamily?".

Zamani:"Iwanttohavebreakfastwith

you".

Icouldn'targuewiththat,wegotupand



wenttoSindy'sroom,shewasn'treally

surprisedtoseemewithZamani,we

madebreakfastandate,Zamanidoesn't

likesharingmuchabouthimself,heis

moreofanintrovertbutIlikedit

becauseaguywhotalksalotisanono.

AfterbreakfastheleftandIspentmy

daywithSindylaterIwenttomyroom

tofreshenup.Zamanicameagain.

Theguyknewhowtofeedagirlandhe

decidedtosleepover

Wegotinsidetheblanketsand

continuedtalking..

Me:"PeoplewillStartgetting

suspiciousnow".

Zamani:"Whatpeople?Theworkers?".



Inodded..

Zamani:"Idon'tcareaboutthem,Iwant

tobehere,MinenhleIcan'tsleep".

Me:"What'stheproblem?".

Zamani:"Idon'tknow,Ifeelsostrange

it'slikesomethingbadisgoingto

happenbutIcan'tseeit".

Me:"Maybeyouarejustnervous,you

cantrustme,yoursecretissafewith

me".

Zamani:"IknowthatbutseriouslyIam

notmyself".

Me:"Youwillbefine,let'ssleep".

Zamani:"BeforewesleepcanIaskyou

something?".



Me:"Yesyoucan".

Zamani:"CanIkissyou?".

Me:"Zamanii-".

Ididn'tevenfinishwhatIwantedtosay,

hegotontopofmeandstartedkissing

me,mybodyheatedup,hisrighthand

brushedmytummy,Istartedstretching

mylegsforhim tofitinbetweenthem

andhefittedperfectly,Iwaslosing

myself.Hestoppedandwetriedto

catchourbreaths.

Me:"Thisiswrong?".

Zamani:"No,it'srightineveryway,let's

sleepbeforewedosomethingweare

notreadytodo".

Me:"Goodnight".



Zamani:"Goodnight".

Hewokeupinthemorningandleft,I

freshenup,someoneknockedonmy

door,aroyalguard.

Him:"Morningma'am theroyalfamilyis

askingforyourpresence".

Me:"Why?".

Him:"Idon'thaveanideama'am butit

soundedurgent".

Me:"OkI'm coming".

Ididn'tknowwhytheywerecallingme

butIworemyshoesandfollowedthe

guy,whenIgotthereeveryonewasin

thesittingroom includingZamaniand

hisfather..



KingNgubane:"Minenhleishere,what's

goingon?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Idon'tknowbut

Ntobekoiscoming".

Iwasconfused,IlookedatZamaniand

oureyesmetwhenIlookedontheother

sidehisgrandmotherwaslookingatus,

Iquicklylookeddown.Ntobekocame.

Ntobeko:"Hmm Thankyouallfor

coming".

Zamani:"Whyexactlyarewehere?".

Ntobeko:"Bepatientbrother".

Wealllookedathim whilehewasbusy

feelinghimself..

Ntobeko:"I'm sureyouareallasking



yourselveswhythebeautifulMinenhleis

noteatingwithusortoevencomehere

anymore".

Whatwasheupto?..

Ntobeko:"Wearealladultsheresowe

can'thideeverythingfrom eachother

anymore,MyfatherpaidLobolafor

Minenhleinhopeofmakingherhis

secondwife".

.

.

.

.

Zinhle:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".



KingNgubane:"Ntobekostopit!".

Ntobeko:"Whyfather?YouthoughtI

wouldn'tfindoutyourdirtylittlesecret?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Ntobekoyoucan't

speaktoyourfatherlikethat!".

Ntobeko:"Pleaseeveryone,calm down

andallowmetocontinue".

Theyallkeptquiet..

Ntobeko:"Traditionally,Minenhleismy

father'swifesothatmakesherour

mother".

Me:"Iam nothiswife,wecancelled

everything".

Ntobeko:"Haveyourfamilyreturnedthe

Lobolamoney?".



Me:"Nobut-".

Ntobeko:"Exactly,youarehiswife.You

knowitsaddensmetowitnessmyown

brotherdisrespectingourfather".

Ilookeddown..

KingNgubane:"Whatareyoutalking

about?".

Zamani:"Ntobekostopit!".

Ntobeko:"Temperbrother,temper".

Theykeptquiet,Iwasshaking.

Ntobeko:"Mybrother,thefutureking,is

sleepingwithhisdad'ssecondwife".

Theywereallshocked..

KingNgubane:"Ntobekothisisenough

now,it'senough!".



Ntobeko:"Ifyoudon'tbelieveme,ask

them,Zamaniisalwayssneakinginand

outofherbedroom,theyalsoshowtheir

evil,disgustingacthereinyouryard,

outsidehere".

MrsHlongwa:"Iknewit,thisgirlisevil,

sheisaslut!".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Iwantheroutof

myhouse,youaresodisgusting!You

wereaftermyhusbandandnowmyson?

Iwantheroutofthishousenow".

Icouldn'tevenlookthem intheeyes,I

startedcrying.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Getout!".

IlookedatZamanibuthejustlooked

down,IslowlystoodupIswearI



thoughtIwasgoingtofaint..

Zamani:"Minenhleisnotgoing

anywhere".

MrsHlongwa:"What?Didshedo

somethingtoyou?Zamaniopenyour

eyes,thisgirlischeapandaslu-".

Zamani:"Isaidshe'snotgoing

anywhere,shemaybemydad'ssecond

wifebutIdon'tcare,shewasbrought

hereagainstherwill,sheneverwanted

tomarrymydadandshewillnever

marryhim sopleasedealwithit".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youwillneverever

bewiththisgirl,here'sthegirlyou

shouldbewithnother".

Zamani:"MamaIloveMinenhle,Idon't



wanttobewithanyoneelse,DadI'm

sorryfortakingyoursecondwifebutI

couldn'thidemyfeelingsbutItriedand

failed".

Theykeptquiet..

Ntobeko:"Hecan'tbeKingandhe

won't".

Zamani:"IwillbeKing".

Ntobeko:"How?Ehhtellmehow?I

wantyoualltolistentome,Zamanihas

themark".

IquicklylookedatZamani..

Ntobeko:"Iheardhim tellingher,deny

it".

KingNgubane:"Ntobek-".



Ntobeko:"YoualwayslovedZamani,he

isyourperfectsonbutthetruthisthe

truth,Zamanican'tbeKing,heneedsto

bepunishedlikeeveryoneelsewhohas

themarkinthisKingdom".

Me:"Thisiswrong,howmanypeople

areyougoingtokillforyoutorealize

thatthisiswrong?Heisyourbrotherfor

God'ssake".

Ntobeko:"Theyallgoforthejudgement

andtheyallhadfamilies,whatmakes

Zamanispecial?".

Zamani:"OkIhavethemarksowhat?

gotellthem,tellthem tokillme!".

Me:"ZamaniNo!".

KingNgubane:"Wecan'ttellanyone,we



havetokeepthisasecret,Minenhlego

toyourroom Now!".

Iquicklyrantomyroom andcriedalot,I

wasscaredtoevengoout.

Itookmyphonebutquicklyrealizedthat

Ididn'thavehisnumbers,Ilocked

myselfinmybedroom thewholeday

andnight,Zamanididn'tevencometo

seeme,thefollowingmorningafter

fresheningupIwenttoSindy'sroom not

becauseIwashungrybutbecauseI

wantedtoaskifshehasseenZamani.

IsearchedforherbutIcouldn'tfindher,

Iwentbacktomyroom,Iwantedtogo

tothemainroomsbutIwasscared

becauseeveryonehatedme.Ifelt

nauseous,Iwenttothebedroom and



startedvomitingblood,onlybloodbutI

wasn'tfeelingsickandthenauseous

feelingstopped.Myheartwasbeating

fastveryunusualandtheheartbeats

wereverypainful,itwasevenhardto

breathe.

.

.

.

.

Iworemysneakersandtracksuitand

lockedthedoor,Iwasgoingtosleepat

Sindy's.Iwalkeddownandstarted

feelingstomachpains,Ivomitedblood

again,IsatdownandIheardZamani's

name,it'slikesomeonewascallinghis



name,Istoodupandrantothemain

roomsbutIcouldn'tfindanyone,I

searchedfortheguardsoranyworker..I

lookedinalltheroomsandfoundKing

Ngubaneinhisstudydrinkingwhiskey.

Me:"YourHighness".

IcatchedmybreathbecauseIwas

running.

Me:"YourHighnessIknowthatI'm the

lastpersonyouwanttoseebutIneedto

seeZamani,Iwanttoknowifhe'sokay".

KingNgubane:"Takeasit".

Me:"What?No!IneedtoseeZamani".

KingNgubane:"Theytookhim".

Me:"Whotookhim?Where?".



KingNgubane:"Wellthere'snothingwe

cando,Iam doubtingallmykidsbut

Zamaniismorelikemyson,sometimes

heactslikemyoldbrother,Idon'tknow

whatI'm goingtodowithouthim".

Me:"Idon'tunderstandnowyour

highness".

KingNgubane:"Wellialwaysknew

abouthismarkandIwasafraidthatthis

daywillcomebutit'sfinallyhere,

Minenhleit'shisjudgementtoday".

Me:"What?No!".

KingNgubane:"Andthere'snothingI

cando,theyaregoingtokillmyson".

.
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Istartedthinkingandrealizedthatthere

wasnothingIwasgoingtodo,that's

whythepalacewasempty,everyone



wenttothejudgement.

Me:"Soyouarejustsittingherenot

doinganythingtostopit?".

KingNgubane:"How?Howam Igoing

tostopit?ImaybethekingbutIcan't

stopthem thisistradition".

Me:"Tradition?Youarecallingthis

tradition?Youarecrazy,youareall

crazy".

IwentoutwhenIcheckedthetimeit

wastenatnightandNonkanyisowas

notoutyet,sothatmeanstheywerestill

ontheirway,Iputmycellphonebackin

mypocketandstartedrunningoutof

thepalace,IpassedtheforestbutI

couldn'tseethem,IranasfastasI



couldfinallyIreachedthetopofthe

mountainbuttherewasnoone..

IfeltlikegivingupandIwasalsotired

becauseoftheuphills.

Me:"Zamaniwhereareyou?".

IstartedcryingbecauseIdidn'tknow

wheretogo,itwasdarkbutIwasnot

scared,Iheardpeoplesingingandlots

ofnoise,Irantothebackofthehuge

stone.Isawthem coming,Zamaniwas

wearingonlyasheetthatcoveredhis

privatepart,Iwantedtoruntohim and

takehim awayfrom thesecruelpeople

butIcouldn't,Icontrolledmyself.The

Queen,Ntobeko,ZinhleandMrs

Hlongwatookthechairsontheleftside,

thefouroldermanwereontherightside.



ThemancamewithahugecowZamani

wasnotevenfightingit.Anoldman

spoke.

Him:"Thishasneverhappenedbefore,

PrinceZamaniliedtous,hedeservesto

bepunished".

Thecrowdsanglouder,Icouldn'tbelieve

it,howcanthesepeoplerejoice

someone'sdeath?Hecontinued..

Him:"Nonkanyisowilldecide,let'swait

forhertocomeout".

Theykeptonsingingbutthemoondidn't

comeout,Iwantedtohelphim butIwas

scared,thepeopleweretomanyandI

wasalone.Afterfifteenminutesthe

mooncameoutwithabigdarkcloud,it



wasn'torangeitwasjustlikethe

ordinarymoon.Theystartedbeatinghim

withabigsjambok,Icried,Icouldn't

controlthetearsfrom comingout,he

groanedinpains..

Man1:"Weneedtoremovethemark

now".

Man2:"There'snoneed,heisalready

dead".

Dead?OhmyGodnotZamani,he

couldn'tbedead,hewasstrongerthan

death.Ntobekolookedlikeaproud

fatherwhojustsawhissonscoringhis

firstevergoalinaschooltournament,

MrsHlongwawascomforting

Ntombezinhleandthegirlwhowas

Zamani'sfiancee,QueenNonhlanhla



wasusingthesmalltissuetowipethe

tearsbutshedidn'twanttoruinher

make-upmaybeshewasfakingthe

tears.Zinhle'stearswererealbutthe

restdidn'tcare,Icried,Iwasheart

brokenIfeltlikeIhadlosttheotherpart

ofme.

Man1:"Butweneedtodestroythe

mark".

Man2:"Heisdead!Movehisbody".

Idon'tknowwhattheydowiththebody

afterthejudgementbutIwaspraying,

prayinghardforthem nottoburnit.

Theyslaughteredthecowandmadethe

bigfire,theguy'sstartedcuttingitinto

piecesandtheystartedbraaingthe

meatinthatfire,ittookmaybetwo



hoursforthem todoallthatandI

couldn'tbelievethattheywouldrejoice

andeatinfrontofadeadperson'sbody.

WhenIcheckedthetimeitwastwoin

themorning,fourmancarriedhisbody

downontheothersideofthemountain.

Peoplestartedwalkingbacktotheir

homes,Ntobekofollowedtheguy'swho

werecarryingZamani'sbodyI'm surehe

wantedtomakesurethathewasdead,

afterafewminutestheyallcameback

andwalkedbackhome.Istoodupfrom

whereIwashidingbutfirstIhadto

makesurethatnoonewasleftbehind.I

heardleavescracking,someonewas

coming,Iranbacktothehugestone,it

wasKingNgubane,hekneltdownwhere



Zamani'sbloodwasandstartedcrying,

itwasverypainful.Icameoutandhe

lookedatme.

KingNgubane:"Ifailedhim,Ifailedmy

ownson".

Me:"Hewasbeatentodeath,Iwatched

them butIcouldn'tstopthem,I'm sucha

terribleperson".

KingNgubane:"Ialsocouldn'tsavehim".

.

.

.

.

Me:"Wheredidtheytakehim?Isaw



them takinghisbodydownthere".

KingNgubane:"Afterthreedaysthey

willburnhisbodybecauseIwillnever

burnmyson'sbody".

Me:"Pleaseshowmewhereheis".

KingNgubane:"Hewon'tcomebackto

us".

Me:"Pleasetakemetohim,atleastI

wanttosaymylastwordstohim,your

highness,hetoldyouthathelovesme

and-andhediednotknowinghowIfeel

abouthim,pleasetakemetohim".

KingNgubane:"Followme".

HestoodupandIfollowedhim,we

walkeddownandthewholeplacewas

fullofhugestonesandashes..



Me:"Arethesepeople's-".

KingNgubane:"People'sashes?Yes,

theyalwaysburnthem hereinhopesof

theraintopourandwashallthese

ashesaway,doyouknowwhat's

surprising?".

Me:"What?".

KingNgubane:"Itcanraineverywhere

butnotinthismountainandevenif

there'swind,itdoesn'tblowallthese

ashesaway,theashesareforsomany

peoplesomeofthem diedmanyyears

ago".

Me:"Butwhy?".

KingNgubane:"Wealsodon'tknow

that'swhyit'scalledthedarkmountain".



Wecontinuedwalking.

Me:"Iseehim,overthere".

Irantohisbody,hehadbruisesallover,

Icouldn'tholdmyselfIstartedcrying.

KingNgubanetouchedmyshoulder,I

wantedtotouchhim butIwasscared

thinkingmaybeIwasgoingtohurthim

forgettingthathewasdead,notfeeling

anypain.

Iheldmyheaduphighandtoldmyself

thatIhavetobestrongforhim,blood

wasstillcomingoutofhislips,Itookoff

myjacketandwipedtheblood,Istarted

doingthesameinhisbodyandI

couldn'tcontrolthetearsfrom coming

out.



KingNgubane:"Wehavetogonow".

Ilookedathim andnodded,Itookmy

lefthandandtouchedZamani'schest,

hisheartwasstillbeatingbutslowly,I

lookedathisfather.

Me:"Zamaniisalive".

KingNgubane:"What?".

Healsotouchedhischestandlookedat

me..

Me:"I'm surehepassedoutandthat

madethem thinkheisdeadbutwhat

arewegoingtodo?".

KingNgubane:"Savehim".

Me:"What?".

KingNgubane:"Youareourpeaceand



light,thechosenoneforhim soplease

savemyson".

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwheretostart

norwhattodo".

IlookedatNonkanyisothemoonitwas

stilltherebutshewasslowlymoving

down,disappearingonthemountain..

Me:"Let'stakehim backup".

Wemovedthecowsbonesandcarried

him tothetopofthemountain,King

Ngubanewaslookingatmewaitingfor

meimpatientlytosavehisson.Ilooked

atZamani'smarkandatmybracelet,

Themoonwasdisappearing.

Me:"Ididn'tbelieveinmythsor

ancestorsbuteversinceIcamehereI'm



startingtobelievethatancestorsdo

exist.Whoeverbroughtmeherebrought

meforareason,IknowI'm notasaint

I'm asinnerbutI'm askingyouLordto

saveZamani.

TheNgubaneancestorspleasecome

togetherandsaveyourson,Iam not

angryanymore,Iam accepting

everythingyouwantmetobetoday.

PleasesaveZamani".

WhenIlookedathim hewasstillthe

same,Icriedloud.

Me:"Whatdoyouwantmetodoehh?I

haveacceptedeverything,Nonkanyiso,I

knowIthoughtyouweresomecrazy

witchmoonbutpleasesavehim,people

dieherebecauseofyou,becauseofthis



stupidmarkplease,pleasesaveZamani.

Iam notangryanymore,it'smeNoxolo,I

am fullyacceptingthisname".

KingNgubane:"Look".

WhenIlookedupthemoonwasup,

brightorangeshiningeverywhere,itwas

facingus,thewayIwassoexcitedI

wantedtowakeZamaniandtellhim

aboutthemoon,itwasbeautiful.He

waslayingdownpeacefully.Iheardthe

songanddrums,thesamesongthat

playedinmydreamswhentheygaveme

thebracelet.

Me:"Theyarehere".

Isawthem coming,stillwearingthe

Zulutraditionalattire,theoldwomen



wasthereandthemanwearingthe

crownwasalsothere..

KingNgubane:"Who?".

Me:"Thepeoplewhogavemethis

bracelet".

.

.

.

.

TheybeatenthedrumssoloudbutKing

Ngubanecouldnotseeorhearanything,

theyroundedZamani'sbodysinging.

Themancamewithamugandopened

Zamani'smouth,theliquidwentdownto



histhroat,healsogavemesome.

Him:"TodayIam givingyoumy

blessingsineverythingthatyoudo,Iwill

bewithyou,togetheryouwillsavethis

Kingdom,Iam givingyouthisKingdom,

itisyours,pleasetakecareofit".

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"ThedayforyoutoknowwhoIam

willcome,Thankyouforcallingus

Ndlonkulu,wheneveryoucall,wewill

alwayscomerunningtoyou,remember

that,don'tforgettocallNonkanyiso's

nameinyourprayers".

Zamanistartedcoughingandhegotup,

whenIlookedaroundtheydisappeared.

KingNgubane:"Whowereyoutalking



to?".

Me:"Ialsodon'tknowbutIthinkit's

yourancestors,Zamaniareyoualright?".

Helookedatus..

KingNgubane:"Thescarsarehealing".

Me:"Zamanipleasetalktous".

Zamani:"Iheardeverythingtheysaidto

youandIsawthem,Ialwaysknewthere

wassomethingspecialaboutyou".

Me:"Howareyou?Areyoufeelingany

pains?".

Zamani:"No,yousavedme,youcalled

them forme?DadIthoughtyouhate

me".

KingNgubane:"Iwillneverhateyoumy



son,weneedtoburnthecowsbones,I

willtelleveryonethatIburntyourbody".

Me:"Butwhereishegoingtohide?".

KingNgubane:"Iwillsorteverythingout,

Zamanineedstogoaway,heneedsto

hide".

Zamani:"Ican'tgowithoutMinenhle".

KingNgubane:"Theywillbesuspicious

ifMinenhledisappears,youwillhaveto

goalone".

.

.
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Theywereallsittinginthelounge,No

onewastalkingsinceKingNgubanetold

them thatheburnthisson'sbody

withoutinforminghisfamily.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Iam very

disappointedinyoumyking,weshould

havedonethatasafamily".

KingNgubane:"Youwatchedhim die".



Ntobeko:"It'straditionremember?How

manykidshaveyouwatchedinthat

mountain?Manykidswerekilledinyour

presenceandyoualwayswatcheditso

whatmakesZamanisospecial?".

KingNgubane:"Zamaniwasmyson".

Ntobeko:"Iam sorrytosaythisbutdad

youhavedisappointedusandour

ancestors,Idon'tthinkyouwillbe

strongenoughafterthis".

KingNgubane:"Whatareyoutalking

about?".

Ntobeko:"Thecouncilcalledameeting,

Idon'tknowwhatisitaboutbutpeople

aretalkingouthere".

KingNgubanejustkeptquiet,itwaslike



heknewwherehisfatelie.Hedidn'teat

hisbreakfastasthecouncilmeeting

wascommencingsoon,theyallwentto

thecouncilchambers.KingNgubane

lookedathisthroneoncemoreand

followedthem.Peoplewerestartingto

comein,ChiefNkosiandhiswife,Mr

Mvuyanianoldrichmanwhohasfour

wives,hewasappointedasthecouncil

memberbecauseofthehardworkhe

hasdoneforthecommunity.Mrs

Mchunuawidow,herlatehusbandwas

amemberofthecouncilforsomany

yearsandtwoyearsagohedied,Noone

knowsthecourseofhisdeathandsome

sayshiswifekilledhim becausehe

wantedtodivorceherbutrumorsare



rumorsright?Soafterhisdeaththe

councildecidedtoappointhiswifeas

thenewcouncilmember,Somepeople

suspectthatsheishavinganaffairwith

MrNkosi.There'salsoMrZonditheman

whoisnoteasilybribed,healways

standsbyhiswords.LastlythereisMr

Ngubane,KingNgubane'sunclethe

biggestsnitchofthem all.Theycamein

andsatdown,MrMvuyanistoodup.

MrMvuyani:"Weapologizeforcalling

thismeetinginsuchashortperiodof

timebutthisisaveryurgentmatter.Our

Prince,mayhissoulrestinpeace,liedto

allofusforsomanyyearsafterhis

judgementwefoundoutthathis

highness,thekingburnthisbody



withouteventellinghisfamily.Thatisa

bigcrimehereinthisKingdom,our

peoplecannottrusthim asourleader

andKing,changesneedstomade".

MrZondi:"Hehadeveryrighttoburn

hisson'sbody,Idon'tseeanything

wrongwiththat".

MrMvuyani:"Iagree,buthowsureare

youthatTheKingknewnothingabout

Zamani'smark?Heknewaboutitbuthe

didn'tsayanythingbecauseheishis

blood,wecan'tberuledbysomeone

whorisksotherpeople'slivestryingto

protecthisownblood,whatkindofa

leaderisthat?".

Theyallkeptquiet..



MrMvuyani:"WehavedecidedthatKing

Ngubanemuststepdown".

MrZondi:"That'snonsense,ifhesteps

downwhoisgoingtotakethethrone?".

MrMvuyani:"TheyoungPrince".

MrZondi:"Thiskidknowsnothing

aboutbeingKing,heisyoungand

foolish!".

MrMvuyani:"TheKingisasuspect,he

committedcrimebyprotectinghisson,

heshouldbecharged!Weallknowthe

rulesofthisKingdom".

MrZondi:"That's-".

TheKingstoodup.

KingNgubane:"Iam steppingdownas



theKingofthisKingdom".

MrZondi:"Somahhashiyouneedto

thinkaboutthis,youcannotstepdown".

KingNgubane:"It'smydecisionandI

thinkit'sbestforeveryoneelsehere,I

am steppingdown".

MrMvuyani:"Inthatcase,wearecalling

acommunitymeetingandwehaveto

crowntheyoungPrincehere".

MrZondi:"Wecan'tcrownhim without

Mthembu,Mthembuistheonewho

needstocrownhim".

MrMvuyani:"Wewilldoitandthen

whenMrMthembucomesbackhewill

finishittraditionally".

MrZondi:"Wedon'tknowwhenishe



comingback,youknowthatthis

Kingdom isprotectedbyancestorsand

wecannotdoanythingagainsttheir

wishes,theywilldestroythisKingdom".

MrMvuyani:"TheyoungPrinceis

royalty,theywon'tpunishthisKingdom,

TheKingsteppeddownbyhimself,we

didn'tforcehim".

.

.

.

.

IwashappythatZamaniwillbesafebut

atthesametimeIwassad,Ididn'twant

him toleaveme.Hisfathersaidhewill

talktoanoldfriendwhoisgoingtotake



careofhim,eventhoughIdidn'tknow

wherehewasgoingIwasstillhappy

thathewillbesafe.Iwentbacktothe

palaceinthemorningandItookavery

longshowerandwenttobed,Iwasstill

cookingwithSindy,shewasavoiding

talkingaboutZamaniandIcouldn't

blameher.

Sindy:"TheKingcalledameetingandit

soundedurgent".

Me:"Hecalledameetingwithyouthe

workers?".

Sindy:"No,everyoneit'sactuallya

communitymeeting".

Me:"OhI'llcomewithyou".

Wefinishedeatingandwenttothe



meeting,everyonewasalreadythere

andIwasscaredthinkingthatmaybe

theyfoundZamani,Iwasreallyscared,

ThemanwhopeoplesaidisMrMvuyani

stoodup..

MrMvuyani:"Thankyouallforcoming

insuchashortnoticewithoutwasting

anymoretime,TheKinghishighness

hassomethingveryimportanttosay".

KingNgubanestoodup,peopleclapped

theirhandsandothersscreamed,whenI

lookedathim hewasnothimself.He

startedtalking.

KingNgubane:"Thankyou,Thankyou

somuch,Ibecamethekingofthis

Kingdom attheageof21,Iwaschosen

byNonkanyisoandyouallknowthatNo



onebecomesKingunlesstheyare

chosenbyherbuttodayIthinkthat'sall

goingtochangebecauseIam

BonginkosiNgubanesteppingdownas

theKingofthisKingdom".

What?Icouldn'tbelieveit,people

startedmakingnoiseanditwaschaotic,

theycalledfororder.

KingNgubane:"PrinceNtobekowillbe

thenewkingofthisKingdom".

Hequicklytookhiscrownandputitin

Ntobeko'sheadandwentout,Iranafter

him..

Me:"YourHighness".

Hestopped.

KingNgubane:"Whatareyoudoing



here?".

Me:"Theyforcedyou,Ntobekoforced

youtogivehim yourcrown?".

KingNgubane:"Nooneforcedme".

Me:"YouaredestroyingthisKingdom,

youknowthatNonkanyisoistheone

whochooses,youneedtogobackthere

andtakebackyourcrown".

KingNgubane:"Ican'tdothat,the

crownisnotmineanymore".

Me:"Whataboutthesepeople?

Ntobekowilldestroythem,hewill

destroythisKingdom".

KingNgubane:"Itisnotmyfight

anymore".



Me:"Whatdoyoumean?Youcan'tjust

giveuplikethat,youcan't!".

KingNgubane:"Thisbattleisyoursto

fightNooneelse's,Zamanitoldme

whatourancestorssaidtoyou,they

calledyouNdlonkuluwhichmeansThe

Queen,theyhavegiventhisKingdom to

you".

Me:"No!Ican'tfightthis,NoIcan't".

KingNgubane:"Ifyoucan'tthenwho

will?Getyourkingdom backitisgivento

youandZamani,Igavethem mycrown

becauseIknowitdoesn'tbelongto

them,itbelongstoyou.

Itwillbehardbutpleasedon'tgiveup".

Me:"Whereareyougoingnow?Are



theygoingtokillyou".

KingNgubane:"Theywon'tkillmebut

onethingforsureIwillbelockedupfor

keepingZamani'ssecret".

Me:"Youaregoingtojail?".

KingNgubane:"Ourjailisverydifferent

youdon'tevenwanttoknow,Minenhle

wearedifferent".

Me:"But-".

KingNgubane:"Gobackinsidebefore

theyfindyouhere".

Me:"WheredidyoutakeZamanito?".

KingNgubane:"Someoneiscoming,go

backinside".

Iquicklywentinside,thecrowningwas



finished,QueenNonhlanhlalookedso

proudandIcouldn'tbelieveit,shedidn't

evenfollowherhusband.Everyonewent

backtowheretheywerecomingfrom,I

wenttomybedroom andIhadsomany

thoughts,Iwantedtoleaveallthisand

gobackhome.Ipackedallmyclothes

andwentoutside,Isawoneofthe

guards.

Me:"Hi,canyoupleasedrivemeto

PetermaritzburgIwillpayyou,please".

Him:"Oknoproblem".

WewenttooneoftheSUVsandhe

starteddriving,wepassedthebeautiful

housesandtheveryveryuglyhouses,

peoplethatIsawoutsidethoseugly

houseslookedverysickanddirty.



Me:"Whatisthisplace?".

Him:"Youdon'tevenwanttoknowandI

can'ttellyoucozyouwillforgetit

anyway".

Me:"NoIwon't".

.

.

.

.

Him:"Yesyouwill,onceyouleavethis

Kingdom youforgetaboutitandthatit

existunlesssomeonefrom hereinvites

youhere".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?".



Him:"Wehavetwomoons,wehave

peoplewithdifferentgifts,wearestill

ruledbytheroyalfamilyandwefollow

traditionalot,ifthepeopleofthisworld

knowsaboutusyourgovernmentwillbe

onourback,wewillbeconsideredas

thethreatinthisworld,weliveinour

ownworldandNoonecomeshere

unlesstheyareinvited".

Me:"IthinkI'm sicknow,thisplaceis

sick!".

Him:"Someoneisfollowingus".

Me:"Maybetheyarenotfollowingus".

Him:"Icanfeelthem".

Threecarsblockedourwayand

Ntobekocameout,heopenedthedoor



inthecarIwasin..

Ntobeko:"ThebeautifulMinenhle,you

knowit'srudetoleavewithoutsaying

goodbye".

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?".

Ntobeko:"Youknowtoomuchalready

andItriedtoblockyourmindforyouto

forgetabouteverythingthat'sgoingon

inthisKingdom butIcouldn'tsoyou

can'tleave,ifyouleaveyouwillbe

puttingusatrisk".

Me:"Iwon'ttellanyoneaboutthis

Kingdom please,Iwanttogo".

Ntobeko:"ListenhereIam thekingof

thisKingdom nowandIam tellingyou

thatyouarenotgoinganywhere,your



driverwillbepunishedfortryingtotake

yououtofhere".

Me:"Youcan'tpunishhim,it'snothis

fault".

Ntobeko:"Youwillalsobepunished

bothofyou,soyouturnthiscarandgo

backtothepalaceandwaitforyour

punishment,noonemesseswithmeand

getsawaywithit".

.

.
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.

Thedriverturnedthecarbackwewere

nottalkingbecausewebothdidn'tknow

whatourpunishmentwasgoingtobe,

hesilentlydrovebacktothepalace.The

threecarswerealsofollowingus,when

wearrivedatthepalacewewaitedfor'

TheNewKing',hecametous.



Ntobeko:"You".

Pointingattheroyaldriver..

Ntobeko:"I'm suspendingyoufortwo

weekswithoutpay,Nocarwillnow

leavethepalacewithoutreportingit".

Henodded,Idon'twanttolieIfeltsorry

forhim becauseIwastheonewho

askedhim todriveme.

Ntobeko:"Minenhle".

Helookedatme.

Ntobeko:"Tomorrowyouwillcleanall

themainroomsandcookforus".

Wasthateventhepunishment?I

noddedathim,hesaidthatandleft,I

tookthatchancetoapologizetothe



driver.

Me:"What'syourname?".

Him:"MthokoandyouareMinenhle

right?".

Me:"Yah,MthokoIam verysorry,I

didn'tkno-".

Mthoko:"Youdon'thavetoapologize

becauseyoudidn'tforceme,Ihaveto

gonowIwillseeyouaftertwoweeks".

Me:"ButstillIfeelsobad".

Mthoko:"Youdon'thavetoandgood

luckwithyourspringcleaning

tomorrow".

Hesaidthatandlaughed,Ilaughedtoo..

Me:"Ireallyneedthat,I'llseeyouafter



twoweeks".

Mthoko:"Bye".

Itookmybagsbacktomyroom,Ididn't

feellikegoingtoSindy'sroom butat

leastIhadapocketofchipsandan

Apple,Iatethatandlistenedtothe

musiconmyphone.Thedaywenton

andthefollowingdayafterfreshening

upIwenttothemainrooms,everyone

wassittinginthedinnertable,Igreeted

them buttheyallkeptquietevenZinhle.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Weweretoldthat

todayyouwillpreparefoodforus,what

tookyousolong?Weneedbreakfast".

Me:"Iwasn'ttoldIhavetoserve

breakfastalso".



MrsHlongwa:"Thenervesofthisgirl!".

Ntobeko:"Wearewaitingforthe

breakfast".

Ikeptquietandwenttothekitchen,I

haveeatenwiththem beforesoIknew

whattoprepare,thankstomymom for

teachingmehowtocook.Bytheageof

fifteenIalreadyknewhowtocook

becausemydadwantedmetoknow

everythingrelatingtothekitchen,he

alwayssaid"I'm groomingyousothat

onedayyouwillbecometheperfect

wife".Imadefruitslicesandyoghurt,the

fullEnglishbreakfastwithtoast,Iserved

ittothem.

MrsHlongwa:"Ilikemycoffeestrong

blackwithnosugar".



Me:"It'sinthatteapot,strongandblack

withnosugar".

Theyatewithoutanycomplainafterthat

Icleanedthetableandstartedcleaning,

themainroomsarebigandmanybutat

leastIhadmyheadphonestokeepme

busy,Ifelthungryandwenttothe

kitchentoeat,QueenNonhlanhlacame.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Whatareyou

doing?".

IlookedatherobviouslyIwaseating

butIdidn'twanttorespondtoher

becauseitwasgoingtosoundrude.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Areyoustealing

from us?".

Me:"Noyourhighnessma'am I'm not".



QueenNonhlanhla:"Youareeatingmy

foodwithoutaskingitfrom me,youare

athief".

Athief?Ilookedatherindisbelief,it

wasjustfood.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Idon'tlikepeople

whostealfrom me,ifIeverfindyou

againeatingmyfoodyouwillknowme

verywell".

Sheleftthekitchen,Icleanedupthe

messImadeandcontinuedcleaning,

theplacewasbigandIalsohadtocook,

Ileftthecleaningandstartedcookingat

leastnoonewashomeforlunch,Imade

stuffedturkeyandbasmatirice,I

preparedthetableandtheyallcameto

eat.



Ntobeko:"Whyyoudidn'tcleanmy

room?".

Me:"Itwastimetomakesupper,Iwill

cleanittomorrow".

Ntobeko:"Tomorrow?Idon'tsleepina

dirtyroom,IneeditcleanbeforeIgoto

bed".

Inodded..

Zinhle:"Idon'teatrice,ithaslotsof

carbs,canIhavestirfryplease".

Ididn'twanttotalkbackbecauseIdidn't

needmoretroubleinmylife,sheatethe

ricebutdecidedthatshedoesn'teatit

anymore?Wow!Iwentbacktothe

kitchenandpreparedthestirfrywhenI

tookithershewasn'tthereanymore.I



wenttoherroom andknocked..

.

.

.

.

Zinhle:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"Icametogiveyou,yourfood".

Zinhle:"Idon'tneeditanymore,I'm full".

Ilookedather,shewassonicetome

butthendecidedtochange,why?Iwent

tothekitchenandcleaneditthenIwent

toNtobeko'sroom,hedidn'tevenmake

hisbed,Istartedcleaning.

Voice:"HollyFuck!".

ItwasNtobekocomingoutfrom the



bathroom naked,Iquicklyclosedmy

eyesandturnedaround.

Ntobeko:"Youcanlookthissidenow".

Iturnedaround,hislowerbodywas

wrappedwithatowel.

Ntobeko:"Dontfeelshy,IknowI'm hot".

Me:"Nottome".

Ntobeko:"Really?Hmm butIdon't

blameyou,Iknowthatyouareintoolder

manfirstitwasmyfatherthenmybig

brother".

Me:"Excuseme,Ineedtocleanthat

side".

Ntobeko:"Youareexcused,whowas

bettermybrotherormyfather?".



Ikeptquietandcontinuedcleaning,I

noticedsomethingonhisback,amark

inashapeofaspearbutithadsmall

starsonthesides,maybeitwasatattoo

butstillIfeltuneaseafterseeingit.

Me:"Alldoneyourhighness,canIleave

now?".

Ntobeko:"GoodnightMinenhle".

Iwenttomybedroom andIthankedthe

Lordthatthedaywasover,IwastiredI

couldn'tevenmovemyarms.Inthe

morningIwaswokenupbyaknock

whenIopenedthedooritwasQueen

Nonhlanhla,Zinhleandthreeguards,

theypushedmeoutsideandstarted

searchingmyroom.



Me:"Whatthehellareyoudoing?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youarenot

supposedtocomenearthesepeople,

move!".

Iwaswearingmypajamabum shortand

vest,Iwaitedinthepassageuntilthey

cameout,theguarddraggedmebymy

arm,wewenttotheopenloungeandall

thepalaceworkerswerethere,Iwas

confusedIdidn'tknowwhatwasgoing

on.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youallknowthe

firstrulehere,youdon'tstealfrom meor

from anyofmychildren,thisgirlhere

stolemyfoodyesterdayandafterthat

mydaughter'ssilverearringsthatcosts

nearlyhalfamillionwerestolenlast



night.Noonewasworkinginthemain

roomsexceptforher,whenwechecked

nowwefoundthoseearringsinher

room".

Me:"What?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Donotwhatme

younglady!".

Me:"YourHighnessthefoodthingwas

themistakebuttheearrings?Ididn't

takethem,Iam notathief".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Soyouare

admittingthatyoustolemyfood?".

Me:"YesbutnoIwasnotstealing,Iwas

eatingbecauseIwashungry".

Queen:"ifyoudidn'ttaketheearrings

thenwhotookthem toyourroom?Are



youcallingusliars?".

Me:"Yourhighn-".

QueenNonhlanhla:"ShutUp!Iam going

tomakeanexample,Iwantthem allto

seewhatIdotopeoplewhostealfrom

me".

Me:"ButiswearIdidn'ttakethe

earrings,Zinhlepleasebelieveme,you

knowme,youknowthatIwillneverdo

somethinglikethat".

Shelookedatmeindisgust.

Guard:"Kneelhere".

IdidasIwastold,theotheronecame

withplasticandclosedmyheadandmy

facewithitbuthefirsttiedmyhandson

myback,Iheardthem puttingthe



bucketinfrontofme..

Guard:"Ifyoudaremoveyourfacefrom

thisbucketIwillStartagainfrom the

start".

Myfacewassweatingalreadybecause

itwashardtobreatheinsidetheplastic,

heforcedmyheaddownthebucketand

itwasfullofwater,hestartedcounting,I

couldn'tbreathe,Ipulledmyheadup.

Iheardsomethinghotonmyback,he

wasbeatingmewithsomethingvery

hardandpainful,afterthreeslapsI

quicklyputbackmyheadinsidethe

bucketandhestartedcountingagain,he

counteduntilthirty,theytookmeout,I

wasdizzyandnauseousIdon'tknow

whathappenednextbecauseI



collapsed.WhenIwokeupmybackwas

soreandmybodywastired,Iwokeupin

Sindy'sroom.

Sindy:"Heypleasedon'thurtyourself".

Me:"Ididn'ttaketheearrings".

Sindy:"BabeIknowandit'sgoingtobe

hardheresinceTheKingisnothere

anymore".

Me:"Ineedtocallmydad".

.

.

.

.

Sindy:"Ehhaboutthat,theytookyour



phoneandlaptoptheysaidit'sforthe

foodthatyouateandtheytoldmethey

aresayingyouneedtogobacktowork".

Me:"Work?Whatwork?".

Sindy:"Theytoldeveryonenottoclean

themainroomsbecausetheyareyours

tocleannow".

Ifeltweak,Igotupbutitwashard..

Sindy:"Imadeyousomethingtoeat,

pleaseeatbeforeyouleave".

Me:"Canyouborrowmesomeofyour

clothes,I'llgotomybedroom later".

Sindy:"Noproblem,helpyourself,Iwill

seeyoulaterandpleasetakecareof

yourself".



Ismiledatherandtriedtofreshenup

andchangedmypajamas,itwashardto

eatbutItried.Ipushedmyselftothe

mainroomsandstartedcleaningthank

GodtheyatebreakfastbeforeIcame.

Ntobekocame,hedidn'tchitchat,I

wonderedwhatpissedhim off.

Ntobeko:"GocleanmyofficeI'm having

themeetingintheafternoon".

Me:"Yesyourhighness,butwhereis

it?".

Ntobeko:"Thirdfloor,secondbrown

dooronyourleft".

HesaidthatandleftbecauseIdidn't

wantanytroubleIwentstraighttohis

office,theplacewasamess,thepapers



wereallover,Ihadtoreadtheheadings

tosortthem outaccordingly,Itookthe

whitepapersandwroteinboldwiththe

markerforhim tonoticehispapers,I

cleanedthefloorandstarteddustingthe

hugeroom deviderthathadthefiles,I

don'tknowwhereIpressedbutthe

room deviderswungopen,theother

room wasdarkbutIquicklyfoundthe

lightswitchandturnediton,itwasa

hugelibrarythatcouldaccommodate

theentireschoolkids,Igotinsideand

startedlookingaround,ithadsomany

booksthatIhaveneverseeninmy

entirelife,Ireadtheheadingsinthefirst

rawwhenIgottothefifthraw

somethingcaughtmyeyes,itwas



written'BirthMarksandMeanings','

SignsandTheMoon'.

Itookthefirstbookbutitwaswritten

somethingIdidn'tunderstand.Igotone

written

'Moonsign:Themountainofthe

panther,hundredandtwentyyearsago

tenhunterswentonaquesttotravelto

thebigmountain,Noonehaseverbeen

tothatmountainbecauseitwassaid

thattherewerePanthersleavingthere,

dangerousanimalstothehumankind,

thesmallvillagewashiddennoone

knewthatitexitedbutonemanwho

wasahunterbelievedthatitdoesexist



becauseheusedtotravelalothunting,

aftermonthsoflookingforthesecret

villagesentrancetheyfoundit,ninemen

failedtokillthePanthersandlosttheir

livesbutonlyonemadeitaliveand

killedthedangerousanimals,he

uncoveredthestrangebigorangemoon

afterkillingtheanimalsandthevillage

wasgiventohim astherewardbythe

moon,Read:TheSecretKingdom ifyou

wanttoknowhowthisKingdom was

created,ifitgetstoughfindmydiaryon

HETDTEAHtheonewhowillputthese

wordsinorderwillfindthediaryand

savethekingdom'.

Iwaslostwhatdidallthatmean,Ididn't



wanttoreadthewholebook,Ipaged

andsawthedifferencebirthmarks,I

foundZamani'sbirthmarkwrittenin

Zulu

'Ingeloziyokukhanya'meaning'An

Angeloflight'

buttheweirdthingwasalltherightful

informationwasmissing,thepagewas

notthere,thenIsawNtobeko'smarkthe

pageswerealsomissingbutitwas

written

''AnEvilanimal,thelastunknown

pantherlivingamongstus''Itriedtofind



theusefulinformationaboutitbutwhat

Ifoundwas''Iam writingthisinhiding,I

don'twantthem tofindme,Ikilleditin

ananimalform butitreincarnatedina

humanform,nooneknowsthisbutIdo,

ifitgetstoughfindmypersonaldiary

'HETDTEAH'arrangethewords!".

Iwasconfused,Iclosedthebooksand

putthem whereIfoundthem and

quicklywentout,IreadthebooksbutI

couldn'tunderstandasinglethingbut

onethingIknewwaswhateverthatwas

intheKingdom wasbiganddangerous.

.
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ThisINSERTislong,I'm sorry.

.

.



.

.

MybodywasinpainandIwasweak

aftercleaningthemainroomsIwentto

myroom andfoundallmystuffoutside,

theroom waslocked.IknewthatI

wasn'tgoingtostayinthemainrooms

forever,Itookmybagsandwentto

Sindy'sroom.

Me:"Idon'thaveaplacetosleep,

pleasecani-".

Sindy:"Noproblem babe,youcanstay

hereforaslongasyouwantbesidesI'm

alwayswithmyboyfriend".

Me:"Thisplaceishell".



Sindy:"Iwonderwheretheyhavetaken

TheKingto,heisaveryniceman".

Me:"ImissZamani,Imisshim so

much".

Sindy:"Hmm Iknowit'shardbutitwill

pass,mayhissoulrestinpeace".

Ifonlysheknewthathewasn'tdead,he

washidingsomewhere,Ididn'teven

knowwherehisfathertookhim.

Me:"Yahbutiwillbefine".

DeepdownIknewIwaslying,Ihave

neverrealizedthatZamanimeantalot

tomeuntilthiswholejudgementthing

happened,howwasIgoingtobringhim

backinthisKingdom?Theancestors

believedinmesomuchbutIhad



nothing.FormetosavethisKingdom

wastofindoutthemainproblem first

andstopthekillingofinnocentchildren,

Ifellasleep,thefollowingdayIhadto

wakeupearlyforwork.WhenIarrivedat

Themainroomstheroyalfamilywas

alreadyhavingtheirbreakfast.

Ntobeko:"Comehere".

Icame,Ididn'tbothergreetingthem

becausetheywerenotgoingtogreet

mebackanyway.

Ntobeko:"Youwon'tbeworkingasthe

cleanerhereanymore,youwillcleanmy

officeyoudidaverygoodjob".

WasIsupposedtosay'thankyou'?NoI

didn'tthinkso.



Ntobeko:"Therearepapersthatneeds

tofiled,gettowork".

Iwenttohisoffice,IwasgladbecauseI

wasgoingtoreadthebooksagain.The

papersweretoomanybutIstarted

arrangingthem.Ntobekocameand

staredatme,Ijustcontinuedwithmy

work,hecamecloser.

Ntobeko:"Youlovedmybrother,didn't

you?".

Iignoredhim andcontinuedwithmy

work.

Ntobeko:"OhWell,Ilovedhim toobut

traditionistradition,right?".

Iwascalm becauseIknewthat

whereverZamaniwas,hewassafe.He



brushedmyfacewithapalm ofhishand,

Iquicklymovedmyface.

Ntobeko:"Youaresobeautiful

Minenhle".

Me:"I'm tryingtoworksopleaseletme

domyjob".

Ntobeko:"I'm tryingtomakea

conversationhere,lookweareboth

adultshere".

Me:"Adults?Wellyouhavetostart

showingitbyactinglikeone".

Ntobeko:"Iloveyourattitude,thatwhat

turnsmeon".

Me:"NtobekoI'm workingplease

excuseme".



Ntobeko:"Iam yourking".

Me:"That'swheretheconfusionstarts,

yousee,notallofusagreeswith

whateverthatyoudo".

Ntobeko:"Whatdoyoumean".

Me:"IwasjustsayingheyYour

Highness".

Isaidthatsarcastically.Hestoodupand

lefttheoffice,Ifinishedworkingearly

butIcouldn'tgototheLibrarysince

Ntobekohadameeting,Iroundedthe

wholeplacebuttherewasnoother

entrancetotheLibrary,itwasonlyin

Ntobeko'sroom devider.Iwenttothe

workerscottagesearlyandSindyalso

knockedoffearly.



Me:"Whyareyouheresoearly?".

Sindy:"Bridgetisfinishingupforme

andyou,whyareyouheresoearly?".

Me:"WellI'm nowcleaningyourKing's

officesoIfinishedearly".

Sindy:"It'smylittlecousinsjudgement

tomorrow".

Me:"What?".

Sindy:"Thisthingisalwaysfununtilit

happenstooneofyourfamilymembers,

she'sonlysixteen,Ijustwishtherewas

somethingIcandotostopallthis".

Me:"I'm sorrybabebutthishastostop".

Sindy:"Wellitwon't,I'm goinghometo

seehernow"



Me:"DoyoumindifIcomewithyou?".

Sindy:"Noproblem youcan".

Wechangedandleftthepalace,Sindy

wasfrom asmallfamily,heraunts

daughterwastheonewhohadthemark,

Igreetedthem andtheywelcomedme.

Sindy:"Thisismyaunt,Gloriaandthis

ismycousinZonke.Mamathisismy

friendMinenhle".

Me:"It'snicetomeetyouMa".

AuntGloria:"Thankyoumychildeven

thoughwehadtomeetinsucha

difficulttime".

.



.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Butwhydon'tyoustopthis?I

meaneveryoneinthisvillagecanstop

this,togetheryoucan".

AuntGloria:"Thatwillneverhappen,

peopleherearetwofaced,youcansay

thattothem buttheywillruntothe

leadersbehindyourback".

Me:"Butthisiswrong,Zonkeisstill

young".

AuntGloria:"NoonecaresbutGodwill



answermyprayers,sheismyonlychild,

Ican'tloseher".

Shestartedcrying,Goditwashard,I

didn'tevenknowhowtocomfortSindy

andherAunt,westayedalittleandthan

wenttothepalace,Ihadtostopallthis

butIdidn'tknowhow.IleftSindyinour

room andwenttotheGuardscottages,I

sawoneoftheguardoutside.

Me:"Hisir".

Him:"Hello,canIhelpyou?".

Me:"CanIhaveMthoko'snumber,

Mthokothedriver,please".

Him:"Idon'thavehisnumbersbutlet

measktheothers,waitformehere".

HewentinsideandIwaitedforhim,a



fewminuteslaterhecamebackwitha

peaceofpaper.

Him:"Here".

Me:"Thankyou".

IwentbacktothecottagesbutSindy

didn'thaveenoughairtimetocallhim so

Isentallthecallbackstohim,luckilyhe

called.

Mthoko:"Hello".

Me:"Hi,it'sMinenhlethegirlyouhelped

theotherdaywhen-".

Mthoko:"Irememberyou,howare

you?".

Me:"I'm good,canIseeyouplease".

Mthoko:"Ok,when?".



Me:"Tonightplease,Iwillwaitforyou

outsidethepalace".

Mthoko:"Oknoproblem".

Ideletedhisnumbersandrestedabit,

aroundeighthecalledandtoldmehe

wasoutside,Iworemyblacktracksuit

justincaseandtheGuardsopenedthe

gatesforme..

Me:"Heythankyouforcoming".

Mthoko:"Noproblem".

Me:"Ineedafavorfrom you,youhave

helpedmeenoughIknowbutIneedjust

onemorefavor".

Mthoko:"What'sgoingon?".

Me:"It'smyfriendslittlecousin's



judgementtomorrow,Ineedyourhelp".

Mthoko:"Judgmentistradition,we

can'tgoagainstthat".

Me:"Killinginnocentpeopleisnot

tradition,thisthinghastostop,please".

Mthoko:"Sowhatdoyouwantmeto

do".

Me:"Ihaveanidea,let'sgotoherplace".

Mthoko:"GodIswearifIgetintoany

troubleIwillkillyou".

Me:"Youarewelcome,canwego

please".

HestarteddrivingandIdirectedhim..

Me:"Thelightsarestillon,let'swait

untiltheyfallasleep".



Mthoko:"Whatisyourplanexactly".

Me:"Theplanistokidnapherandyou

ofcoursewillhideheruntilallthisis

over".

Mthoko:"Areyououtofyourmind?

Countmeout,I'm goingbackhome".

Me:"Noyounotgoingbackhome,we

areinthistogether".

Mthoko:"No!".

Me:"Howwouldyoufeelifthis

judgementthingishappeningtooneof

yourfamilymembers?Thesepeopleare

brainwashingallofyou,thereisno

dangerinpeoplelivingwithamark".

Mthoko:"Weallknowthatyouwere

sleepingwithPrinceZamaniandInow



seethatwhathappenedtohim really

damagedyouandIsincerelysympathize

withyoubutI'm notgettinginvolvedin

yourstupidplan".

Me:"Mthokothishasnothingtodowith

Zamani,thisvillagecannotlose

innocentchildren,thishastostopandI

promiseyouthatnothingwillhappento

youbutpleasetakehertothesafeplace,

youarefrom here,youknowevery

corner,please".

Mthoko:"Fine!".

Me:"Thankyou".

Wewaiteduntiltenatnight,Ishowed

him Zonke'sroom.

Mthoko:"Gotothecar,youwilldrive".



Iranbacktothecar,afewminuteslater

heopenedthecarbootandclosedit.

Idroveoff..

Me:"Noonesawyouright?".

Mthoko:"No,I'm takingyoubacktothe

palace,there'ssomepeopleIknowwho

cantakecareofher".

Me:"Willshebesafe?".

Mthoko:"Noonefrom thissideofthis

Kingdom evergoestheresoshewillbe

safe,Iwillcallyou".

Me:"Thankyou".

Mthoko:"We'lltalk".

WhenIgotinbedSindywasalready

asleep,inthemorningshewokemeup.



Sindy:"Zonkeismissing,Itsourfault,

weshouldn'thavetoldherabouther

judgement".

Me:"Comeoneveryoneknowsaboutit

andshe'ssafenow,nothingwillhappen

toher".

Sindy:"Whatdoyoumean".

.

.

.

.

.

GodwhathaveIdone?Ishould'vetold

herlikethat.

Me:"Firstpleasepromisemeyouwon't



bemadatme".

Sindy:"What?Minenhletalk!".

Me:"Ispoketoafriendandlastnight

wetookZonke,she'ssafenowandshe

willcomebackhomewhenallthisis

over".

Sindy:"Thiswillneverbeover,itwon't,

howdoIknowthatsheissafe?".

Me:"Sheistrustmeandshe'snotthe

firstpersonwhoranawayfrom this

judgementvoodoothing,nothingwill

happentoher".

Sindy:"Whoelseranawayfrom this?".

Me:"Ican'ttellyoubutwhatIknowis

thisthingwillend,Iwillenditsoplease,

pleasesupportmeinthis".



Sindy:"OkItrustyou".

Me:"Thankyouthat'sallIneed".

Itwasminusoneproblem whatleftfor

metodowastostopthiscrazymyth,I

wokeupanddidwhatIhadtodoand

wenttowork,Ntobekowasintheoffice,

Igreetedhim andstartedworking.

Ntobeko:"Wherewerelastnight?".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Ntobeko:"Youwerenotinthepalace

lastnight,Icouldn'tsmellyourscent

here".

Me:"Youcouldn'tsmellwhat?".

Ntobeko:"I'm askingyouaquestion,

wherethehellwereyou?".



Hepunchedthedeskwithhisfist,Igot

scaredandjumpedback.

Me:"Iwasatthecottages".

Ntobeko:"Stoplying!".

Me:"Iwasatthecottages,Ididn'tgo

anywhereelse".

Ntobeko:"ThesepastfewdaysIdidmy

researchaboutyouandeverythingcame

outclean,youarejustanordinary

human".

Me:"Areyounothuman?".

Ntobeko:"Iam butyouknowthathere

inthisKingdom wearedifferent,Ican

getintopeople'smindandreaditbut

yoursisblocked,Ican'tseeanything".



Igotclosertohim andfoldedmyhands..

Me:"I'm alsodifferentNtobeko,now

pleaseexcusemeI'm tryingtowork".

Ntobeko:"Whoareyou?".

Me:"I'm justanordinaryhuman,you

saidityourself".

Heforcefullypushedagainstthewall

anditwaspainful..

Ntobeko:"Iam notyourfriend,talk

dammit!".

Me:"Youarehurtingme".

HedroppedmeandIfelldown,hefixed

hissuit.

Ntobeko:"Getbacktowork".

Mybackwasinpains,Icleanedveryfast



becauseIwantedtousethelibrary,after

cleaningIwentinsideandIstarted

openingthebooksNtobekocamein,I

hidinthebigshelves.

Ntobeko:"MinenhleIknowyouarehere,

comeout".

Ikeptquietandstartedcrawlingtothe

back,thelibrarywashuge,Isawavery

shortdoorandopenedithopingthatI

willfitinsideandluckilyIdidandslowly

closedit.

Ntobeko:"MinenhleIsaidcomeout!".

Therewassilenceforawhile,Iheard

noiseasifthingswerebreakingdown,I

wasscaredbutIkeptquiet.

Ntobeko:"Fuck!Shit!Minenhlegetthe



fuckout!!".

Hesoundedveryangry,Iheardsilence

andIslowlycrawledout,theentireplace

wasamess,allthebookswereonthe

floor,howdidhemanagedtodestroy

thishugeplaceinaminute?Iwenttohis

officeandhewasn'tthere,Iwalked

outsideusingtheotherentranceandran

tothecottages,Ididn'tevenchangemy

clothes,Ijustthrewmyselfinsidethe

blankets.

Sindy:"Wherewereyouallthistime".

Me:"Shush".

TheguardscameandsawthatIwas

asleepwhentheywentoutIquickly

changedmyclothes.Someoneknocked,



itwasNtobeko.Sindyopenedforhim

andhestartedlookingaround.

Ntobeko:"Whendidyouleavethe

office?".

Me:"Afterfinishingmywork".

Ntobeko:"You,getout".

Sindyquicklygotupandranoutside..

Ntobeko:"Wherewereyou?".

Me:"IwasatyourofficethenIcame

backhere".

Hestaredatmeandstartedlaughing,

theguywasreallylosinghismind.

Ntobeko:"Getupandfollowme".

IdidasIwastold,Ifollowedhim tothe

mainrooms,itwasearlyaroundseven



becausetheroyalfamilywashaving

supper.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Whatisshedoing

here?".

Ntobeko:"She'sheretostaywithus".

MrsHlongwa:"What?".

Me:"I'm notgoingtostaywithyou".

Ntobeko:"Ididn'taskyou".

Me:"Idon'tcarebutI'm notstaying

here".

Istoodupandstartedleaving.

Ntobeko:"Sitdown!".

.



.

.

Me:"GotohellNtobeko".

Hestoodupandroughlygrabbedmy

hand.

Me:"Leavemealone".

Heslappedmyleftcheekandpushed

mehard,Ifellonthefloorandmymouth

startedbleeding.Itriedtogetupbuthis

footwasquick,hekickedmetwotimes

andstopped.

Ntobeko:"Getup!".

IdidasIwastold,hepulledachairnext

tohis..

Ntobeko:"Sithereandeat".



Mymouthandnosewerebleedingand

mybodywassore,hisfamilylookedat

him confused.

MrsHlongwa:"Son,what'sgoingon

withyou?".

Ntobeko:"Stopquestioningmeold

womenandeatyourfood,ifanyone

heredarestotouchMinenhlewillhave

tofaceme,sheismypropertynow".

.

.

.
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Hegavememyoldbedroom back,I

lockedtheroom andlookedatmyselfin

themirror,Ihadbruises.Itookacold



showerandgotinsidetheblankets,the

followingmorningIcouldn'twakeupmy

bodywassore,Istayedinbedeven

thoughIknewthatIwasgoingtoget

intotrouble.Someoneknockedonmy

doorandiopened,itwasNtobeko.

Ntobeko:"Whyareyounotatwork?".

Me:"I'm inpains".

Helookedatmeandshookhishead.

Ntobeko:"Firstthingtomorrowmorning

Ineedyouinmyoffice,I'lltellsomeone

tobringyousomethingtoeat".

Hestoodupandleft,'Whatiswrong

withthisguy'Iquestionedmyself,they

broughtmefoodandIate,Iwokeup

andtookaveryhotbathformybodyto



loosenupbecauseIwasn'tplanningon

stayinginbedthewholeday.The

workersbroughtmemybagsandI

changed,mybodywasstillsorebutit

wasbetterthanbefore.

Ihadtoaccomplishmissiononewhich

wastofindthediarybutIdidn'teven

knowwheretostart.IwenttoNtobeko's

office,hewasthere.

Ntobeko:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"Icametowork".

Ntobeko:"Butyousaidyouarenot

feelingwell,I'm givingyouadayoff".

Me:"Idon'tneedanymoretroublesince

Ibecameyourpunchingbag".

Hestoodupandtriedtotouchmyhand.



Me:"Donttouchme!".

Ntobeko:"I'm sorry,Idon'tknowwhat

cameoverme,whenI'm angryIdestroy".

Me:"Youwhat?".

Ntobeko:"NevermindjustforgetthatI

saidanything".

Me:"Ntobekowhat'swrongwithyou,

youaredifferent".

Ntobeko:"Nothing'swrong,start

working,Ihaveacouncilmeeting,Ineed

copiesheremaketeneach".

Itookthepapersandmadecopiesafter

thatIstapledthem,whenIlookedathim,

helookedtroubledandinastrangeway.

Me:"Here,whenisthemeetinggoingto



end?".

Ntobeko:"Whyareyouasking?".

Me:"Iwanttofinishupfastbeforeyou

comeback".

Ntobeko:"Iwon'tcomebackinthe

office,Iwillbebackmaybelateatnight

sofeelfreehere".

Me:"Ok".

Hewentout,theofficewasclean,Ijust

arrangedsomefilesandIwasdone.It

wasaroundlunchtimeandIknewthat

Sindywasinherroom,Iwenttoher.She

huggedmesotight.

Sindy:"GodIwasworriedsickabout

you,areyoualright".



Me:"Iwillbefine".

Sindy:"Youneedtogetoutofhere,we

needtofindawayofgettingyouout".

Me:"Ican'tgo,there'ssomethingIneed

tofinishhere,Ineedafavorfrom you".

Sindy:"Anything".

Me:"Ineedyoutoborrowmeyour

clothes".

Sindy:"Youknowthatyouhavemore

beautifulclothesthanminesoIdo-".

Me:"DudeIdon'thavetimeforthis".

Iwenttoherwashingbucketandtook

herdirtygreytracksuit.

Sindy:"Butthosearedirty".

Me:"Exactly,takethese".



Iquicklychanged..

Sindy:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Me:"Justbeagoodfriendandwishme

goodluck".

Sindy:"Whereareyougoing?".

Me:"Pleasewearmyclothesandgoto

myroom ifsomeoneknockstellthat

youcan'topenbecauseyouaresick,

please".

Sindy:"Why?".

Me:"Iwillexplaineverythingtoyoulater,

please.Afterworkweartheseclothes

andgosleepinmyroom,herearethe

keys".

Sindy:"Okbesafe".



Me:"Iwill,Thankyou".

Iranbacktotheoffice,Iwasprayingso

hardformyplantowork,IworeSindy's

dirtyclothesinhopeforNtobekonotto

smellmyscent,theyalwayssay'

confusetheenemy'right?.

IwenttothekitchenandthankGodNo

onewasthere,ItookaTupperwareand

dishedupandalsotookabottleof

water,Iwenttotheofficeandopened

theroom dividertheLibrarywasamess,

Ididn'tevenknowwheretostart,I

searchedthebookbyreadingthem one

byonemaybetwohourspassedwithout

evenfindingonebookIwaslookingfor

butIkeptonlooking,Itookabreakand

atebutkeptsomeforlater.Ifounda



bookwrittenTheOrigin,someofthese

bookswerehandwritten,Ipaged

throughitanditsaidtheKingdom was

createdhundredandtwentyyearsago

andthebookwaswrittenin1918.

.

.

.

.

SothatmeanstheKingdom wascreated

in1798butitdidn'tmakeanysense,I

readbutskippingsomepages,Ifounda

smallpaperhandwritten1997/04/27I

swearIwaslosingmymindbecauseI

didn'tknowwhatthatmeant,Iturned

thepaperanditwaswritten'Themoon



andthePanther,Kwa-Nyamazane

history'mymindcamebackbecauseI

sawthelinefullofbookswrittenKwa-

Nyamazanehistory,Iquicklystarted

readingtheshelvesbuteverythingwas

upsidedown,Iopenedthebooksoneby

oneandfoundthebookHETDTEAHbut

itwasblankinsideIremembered'

Arrangethewords'thewordsobviously

meantTheDeath,Iheardmyselfsaying

itoutloud.

Me:"TheDeath".

Thewordsstartedappearinginthebook,

Ithrewthebookandcrawledback,Iwas

scared,thisstrangeworldwasnewto

me.Islowlypickedupthebookand

startedreadingfrom thestart.



'1997/04/27:Themoonisdangertothe

thedarkmountainbecauseitbrings

light,Isawit,MySonwasaccusedof

evilbecausehewasbornwithamarkof

themoon,theykilledmysoninfrontof

me.Hewasnotevil,hewasanangelof

light,theyarestillgoingtokillmore

people,whoevertriestostopor

questionthisdies.Thedarkness

managedtogetinsidethepalaceNo

onewillstopitbecauseitisnowliving

amongstus,Ihearsomeonecoming,

theyarelookingformebutIdidmanage

tofindthespellthatwillhidethewords

inthesepapers.WhoeverfindsthisI

knowthattheyfounditbecausethe



darknesshasfinallymanagedtotake

overtheKingdom,findthebronzekey,it

willhelpyou,thedarknesshaslivedso

manyyearstryingtorulethisKingdom.

SomeoneiscomingbutIwilltryand..'

Whoeverwrotethisdidn'tfinishit,When

Ntobekoisangryhegetviolent,hehasa

markofapanther,thefirstbookthatI

readwaswrittenin1918itsaidan

animalreincarnatedinanhumanform

thatmeantNtobekowasn'ttheonlydark

evilanimallivinginthepalaceandit

alsomeantNtobekowasn'tKing

Ngubane'sson.Togettothebottom of

thewholethingIhadtoknowwho

Ntobeko'sfatherwas.Ihadenoughfor



thedayandIdidn'tevenknowwhattime

wasit.IstoodupandlefttheLibrary

andwenttomyroom,itwaslateatnight,

Itookashowerandfellasleep.Sindy

wokeupearlyforworkandIalsowoke

upafterherandpreparedmyselffor

work.Ntobekowassittingontopofthe

table.

Me:"Goodmorning".

Ntobeko:"HowareyouMinenhle".

Me:"Iam wellthanks".

Helookedatmeandfoldedhisarms.

Ntobeko:"Isthereanythingyouwantto

tellme?".

Me:"Well,notthatIknowof".



Ntobeko:"GoodbecauseIactuallyhave

somethingtoaskyouandIwantyouto

answermehonestly".

Inodded..

Ntobeko:"Whoelsewashere?".

Me:"Where?".

Ntobeko:"Hereinmyoffice".

Me:"Idon'tknow".

Ntobeko:"Youdon'tknow,OhWell,look

here".

Hemovedfrom thetable,hewashiding

thewaterbottleandtheTupperwareoh

GodIforgotitlastnightattheLibrary,

myheartstartedracing,Iswallowed

hard.



Ntobeko:"Explainthis,Itoldyouto

workhereinmyofficenotanywhere

elsebutguesswhat,Ifoundthesehere,

insidemysecretlibrary,caretoexplain?".

Me:"Idon'tknowanythingaboutyour

secretlibraryorthosethings".

Ntobeko:"Ihatelies,tellmethetruth

MinenhlebeforeIgetangry".

Me:"IsaidIdon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout".

Ntobeko:"Whatareyouupto".

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about".

Ntobeko:"Goddammitwomen!Lookat

me".



HeroughlyheldmyfaceupandIwas

facinghim forcefully,heloweredhis

voice.

Ntobeko:"Ican'treadyourmind,

wheneverItry,Igetaterribleheadache,

whothehellareyou?".

Ifreedmyselffrom hishands..

Me:"I'm justanordinaryhuman".

Ntobeko:"Iwill-fuck!".

Ibreatheinandout..

Me:"Youoncesaidwearebothadults,

sopleaselet'ssitdownandtalklike

one".

Itookachair,helookedatmeand

shookhisheadangrily,hesatonhis



chair,Ipulledmychairclosertohis

table.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Thankyou".

Ntobeko:"Youlis-".

Me:"Youarenotactinglikeanadult

rightnow,shutupandletmedothe

talkingNtobeko".

Ittookhim bysurpriseandIwascalm,

myvoicewasalsosoft..

Me:"Youswearatme,youhaveturned

meintoyourpunchingbagbutadultto



adultIhavehadenoughofallthis,I

don'tbelongtoyou,Iam notyour

propertyandIwillneverwill.Solisten

here,donoteveragaintreatmelikeI'm

somekindofyourslave".

Hestartedlaughingoutloud..

Ntobeko:"Whatareyougoingtodo,you

arejustatoothlessdog".

Me:"Youcan'treadmymindandyou

can'tcontrolitlikeyoudototheothers

wellthatshouldmeansomanythingsto

youaskyourselfthatwhatmakesmeso

different.I'm morethanjustatoothless

dogsoyouwilldomeafavor,stop

treatingmelikeyourslaveandwewill

getalongverywell".



Hewasshocked...

Me:"Andanotherthing,maybeyou

forgotthosethingswhenyoudestroyed

theLibrary,sopleaseallowmetowork

inpeaceYourHighness".

Hestoodupandcamestraighttome..

Ntobeko:"Iwantyououtofmy

Kingdom now!".

Thatreallyshockedme..

Me:"What?".

Ntobeko:"Youarebanished!Idon't

knowwhatkindofacreatureyouare,I

wantyououtbytomorrowmorning".

Me:"Youcan'tdothat,YourDadpayed

Lobolaformesothisismyhome".



Ntobeko:"Yesterdaytheychecked

nineteenchildrenandoutofthat

nineteen,thirteenwerefoundwiththe

mark,injustonecallIcancallthe

leadersandtellthem thatyouallhave

themarkanditwillbefuneating

fourteencowstonightoryoucanjust

peacefullyleavethisKingdom andnever

comebacksodecide".

Me:"FineIwillleave".

.

.

.
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Iwasshocked,hewouldn'tbanishme.



Ntobeko:"BytomorrowmorningIwant

yougoneoutofthisKingdom".

Me:"Noproblem".

Ifinishedrealquickandwenttomy

room,Ithoughtaboutitveryhard,I

reallywantedtogohome,Imissedmy

dadandmybrothersbutthepeopleof

Kwa-Nyamazaneneededmemore,I

restedabitandIcouldn'tgotothe

Libraryagain.IwaitedforSindytofinish

workthanIwenttoherroom.

Sindy:"Tonighttheyarekillingthirteen

kids".

Me:"Iheard".

Sindy:"Whydoyoulooksodown?".

Me:"I'm banished".



Sindy:"You-youarewhat?".

Me:"Ishouldbeoutofhereby

tomorrowmorning".

Sindy:"Butwhy?".

Me:"IwishIknewbutdon'tworryIwill

befine,soyouguysaregoingtoeat

thirteencowstonight?".

Sindy:"I'm notgoingandsinceZonke

disappearedtheykeptthekidshostage

becausetheyareafraidthattheywill

disappeartoo".

Me:"Where?".

Sindy:"theylockedthem intheroom

downtherebytheprimaryschool,it'sso

sad".



Me:"Ifeelsorryforthem hey,I'm glad

thatfinallyI'm goingbackhome".

Sindy:"Whyareyougivingup?You

wantedtostopallthis,yousavedZonke

andyouwillsavetheothers,whyareyou

givingup?".

Me:"Iam banishedsothere'snothingI

cando".

IsaidmygoodbyestoSindyandwentto

myroom,Ipackedmyclothesand

someoneknocked,itwasMthoko.

Me:"Hey,Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Mthoko:"I'm comingbacktowork

tomorrowandguesswhat?".

Me:"What?".



Mthoko:"Luckywassupposedtodrive

youbackhometonightbuthewillbe

takingyournewkingtothemountain

sinceit'sjudgementdaytonight".

Me:"Soyouwillbedrivingmehome?".

Mthoko:"Yes".

Me:"HowisZonke?".

Mthoko:"Youreallyhelpedthatyoung

girl,sheishappyandsafe".

Me:"That'sgood".

Mthoko:"It'ssixo'clocknow,whendo

youwanttoleave?".

Me:"Youcanhelpmewithmybags".

Mthoko:"Ok,letmetakethebigone".

Ifollowedhim withtheotherbags,I



don'tknowbutmyheartwasbroken,

maybeleavingtheKingdom wasforthe

best.

Mthoko:"Allpackedup,let'shitthe

road".

Igotinsidethecarandhestarted

driving.

Mthoko:"Whyareyouleaving?".

Me:"I'm banished".

Mthoko:"What?Why?".

Me:"YournewkingisapsychoI'm

tellingyou".

Helookedatmeandkeptquiet,Ifelt

guiltyforleaving,Ithoughtofthekids

thatweregoingtobekilledmidnightand



feltmoreguilty.

Me:"Pleasetakemetotheprimary

school".

Mthoko:"Whichone?".

Me:"Theonethatisnotfarfrom the

palace".

Mthoko:"Ok".

Heturnedthecaranddrovetheother

way,wearrivedattheschoolbutthere

weresomanyhousesthere,Ilooked

aroundandsawahousethatwasbuilt

alonedownthetrees.

Me:"Letsgothere".

Mthoko:"Noonestaysthere,thehouse

isabandoned".



Me:"Pleasedrivemethere".

Hesighedanddrovedown,wearrived

andIwentout,therewasNoone

outside,Ipickedthroughthewindow

andsawthekidsinside,somewere

sleeping,somewerecrying.

Mthoko:"Whatisgoingonhere?".

Me:"Thesearethekidstheyaregoing

tokilltonight".

Mthoko:"HollyShit!What?God,sowhat

arewegoingtodo".

Me:"Idon'tknowbuttheyneedtoget

outofhere".

Mthoko:"Wherewillyoutakethem".

Me:"Idon'tknow".



Mthokowenttothecarandcameback

withpliers,hebrokethedoorandthe

kidsdidn'teventrytorun,theyallhidin

onecorner,theywerescared.

Me:"Higuys,wearenotheretohurt

you".

Mthoko:"Thisisbad".

Me:"Thesepeoplearecomingtotake

youForthejudgementinlessthenthree

hours,wecangetoutofherebefore

theycome,Iam heretohelpyou".

Oneboyspoke..

Him:"Howdoweknowyouarenotone

ofthem?".

Me:"Becausewewouldbegoingtothe

darkmountainrightnow,wedon'thave



muchtime,let'sgetoutofhere".

Mthoko:"Thecarissmall,theycan'tall

fitI'm there".

Me:"Theydon'thavetofitinthere,we

aregoingtowalk".

Mthoko:"Butwhere?".

.

.

.

.

Me:"Idon'tknowandpleasestop

askingmequestions".

Mthoko:"Guyspleasecomethisside".



Theyfollowedus..

Me:"Mthokotakethecarandgetoutof

here".

Mthoko:"OkIwillcatchupwithyou,let

megiveyoumyphone".

Hewenttothecarandcamebackwith

acellphone,hegaveittome.

Mthoko:"Goodluckandpleasekeep

thesekidssafe".

Hehuggedme..

Me:"Guyslet'sgo".

Westartedwalkingthroughtheforest,

theguyspoke.

Him:"Whyareyouhelpingus?".

Me:"Becausekillinginnocentpeopleis



wrong".

Him:"Whatsyourname?".

Me:"Minenhle,okguyslistenherewe

walktogether,whateverhappenswe

sticktogether,areyouallsixteenhere?".

Thegirlspoke..

Her:"TheyarebutI'm fifteen".

Me:"Good,Imeanok,wehavetokeep

walkingandneverlookback,wewill

stoponlywhenwearetired".

Theynodded..

Wecontinuedwalkinginsidetheforest,

noonewastalking,wewalkedup.The

kidspoke.

Her:"Minenhlelook".



Weallturnedback,wesawlights,

peopleweregoinguptothemountain.

Me:"Run!".

Weranasfastaswecould,westopped

alittletocatchourbreaths,wecame

acrossthegravelroadandusedit,the

youngmanwhoaskedmemyname

wasveryprotectiveofothers,hewas

makingsurethateveryonewassafeand

noonewasleftbehind,itreallymelted

myheart,hewasonlysixteen.

Me:"What'syourname?".

Him:"SamuelbuttheycallmeSam".

Wewerefarfrom thehousesandwe

werewalkingthroughtheforest,the

phonerang.



Me:"Hello".

Mthoko:"Whereareyou?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutwe-".

Sam:"Wejustpassedlonehillroad".

Me:"Wejustpassedlonehillroad".

Mthoko:"OkI'm coming".

Me:"Letsrestabit,areyouallalright?".

Theysaidtheywereallalright,aftera

fewminutesweheardacarcoming

downtheroad.

Sam:"WaithereIwillgocheck".

Heactedverytough,Ijustlaugheda

little,hewenttotheroadandcameback

withMthoko,hewasdrivingadifferent

car,asmallbakkie.



Mthoko:"Iknowit'snotmuchbutIhope

thiswillhelp".

Hetookoutbottlesofcolddrinksand

loafsofbread,thekidswereveryhungry,

theyate.

Mthoko:"Ain'tyouhungry?".

Me:"NoI'm fine".

Mthoko:"Ihaveblanketshere".

Me:"Wecan'tsleephere,wearenextto

theroad,youhavetogobacknow".

Mthoko:"Ican'tgoback,theyknowthat

Iwasyourdriversoobviouslytheywill

puttwoandtwotogether".

Me:"Letskeepwalking".

Wekeptonwalking,atleastwehad



breadandcolddrinks,wewalkeduntil

wegottired.Mthokoreceivedacall.

Mthoko:"Theyfoundmycar,theyare

lookingforus".

Me:"Whowasthat?".

Mthoko:"MyfriendLucas,hesaidthe

Guardsarelookingforus,weneedto

startmoving".

Me:"ButI'm tired,thekidsarealso

tired".

Mthoko:"Let'spush".

Wegotupandstartedwalkingagain

aftermaybeanhourofwalkingwe

decidedtosleep,weweredeadtired,we

werewokenupbythesoundofthebirds.

Wegotupandstartedwalkingagain.



Me:"Pleasecallyourfriendandaskhim

aboutthepeoplewhoarelookingforus".

Henoddedandtookouthisphone,he

startedtalkingbutIcouldn'thearwhat

theguyonthephonewassaying,he

droppedthecall.

Mthoko:"Hesaystheyarestilllooking

forus,wedon'thaveachoicebuttogo

hideattheGreenvillage".

Me:"Whereisthat?".

Mthoko:"Remembertheoldhouses

thatyouwereaskingabouttheother

day?".

Me:"Yah".

Mthoko:"Noonefrom thispartofthis

Kingdom evergoesthere".



Me:"Oknoproblem,aslongaswewill

besafethere".

Sam:"Someoneiscoming".

Me:"What?".

Mthoko:"Shuu!!".

WeheardpeoplecomingandIwassure

thatitwasthem lookingforus.

Me:"Mthokopleaserunwiththesekids

andneverlookback".

Mthoko:"What?NoIcan'tleaveyou

here,thesepeoplewillkillyou".

Me:"Aslongastheywon'tkillallthese

kids,go".

Sam:"Let'sgo".

Mthoko:"But-".



Me:"Nobuts,Go!".

.

.

.

.

TheyrandowntheforestandIsatdown,

Ididn'tevenwanttorun.Fourmancame,

itwastheroyalguards'she'shere',they

saidandtheyforcefullydraggedmeand

wentuptothemainroad,Ididn'tcare

aboutmylifeanymore,thesafetyofthe

kidsmatteredmore.Wewentinsidethe

car,theystarteddrivingbacktothe

palace,Iwastired.



WearrivedandIwastakentotheroom I

haveneverseenbefore,Itookasit,the

Guardsdidn'tleaveme.Aftersomefew

minutesNtobekocame,hestaredatme

andtookasitinfrontofme.

Ntobeko:"Whyam Inotsurprised?The

beautifulMinenhle,youlooksoterrible".

Ikeptquiet...

Ntobeko:"Whatexactlydoyouwant

Minenhle?Wherearethekids?".

Ikeptquiet...

Ntobeko:"Wherearethekids?".

Ikeptquietagain...

Ntobeko:"TakeheroutofhereuntilI

decidewhattodowithher".



Theyledmetothestairsthatgoes

down,thestairswerelong,solong.It

wasdarkverydark,theylitupthelights,

butitdidn'tlighteverywhere,thelights

weredirectedinonlyonecell,they

openedandpushedmeinside,there

wasn'tanythinginthecell,thehardfloor

wascold,verycold.Theyswitchedoff

thelights.

Iwasterrified,Icrawledtothecorner

andhuggedmykneestomychestand

startedcrying.Iwasgivenachanceto

gobackhomebutIruinedit.

Voice:"Minenhlewhyareyoucrying?".

Iliftedmyfaceupandlookedaround

butIcouldn'tseeanythingbecauseit

wasdark,itwasKingNgubane'svoice.



Me:"YourHighness,isthatyou?".

KingNgubane:"Yesit'sme".

.

.

.

.
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Me:"YourHighness,isthatyou?".

KingNgubane:"Yesit'sme".

Me:"Ithought-".

KingNgubane:"Thattheykilledme?No,

I'm livinginthisdarkness,whyareyou

here?".

Me:"alothappened,theyweregoingto

killthirteenkidslastnightbutIsaved

them,whereisZamani?".

KingNgubane:"Zamaniissafebuthe



promisedmethathewillcomebackfor

you".

Me:"Idon'tthinkthatIwillmakeithere".

KingNgubane:"What?Youcan'tgive

up".

Me:"Ihaverealizedthatthisisnotmy

fightifit'smyfightIwouldn'tsufferlike

this,yourancestorswouldhavesaved

mefrom allthispain,eversinceyouleft

thepalaceIhavesufferedalot,Ieven

becameNtobeko'spunchingbag,Iam

tired.Whateverhappenstomewill

happenIwon'teventrytofightit".

KingNgubane:"Iwishtherewas

somethingIcandobutthereisn't,Iam

sorryforallthis,Iam theonewho



broughtyouheretothisKingdom".

Me:"Noyourhighness,it'sfine".

Iwasfreezingcold,theplacewascold

andtoodark.

KingNgubane:"Mamkhizeareyou

alright?".

Me:"I-I'm feelingcold".

KingNgubane:"Ihaveablankethere

butyouarefarfrom meandthecellsare

locked,don'tworrythefriendlyguardwill

comeandgiveyoutheblanket".

Ikeptquiet,IsleptontheflooruntilIfell

asleep.Iwaswokenupbythesoundof

thechains,theydidn'tlightanywhereit

wasdarkbutIcouldfeelthattheperson

whowasopeningthecellwasopening



mycell.Thefootstepscamecloserto

me,Ituckedmyselfinthecorner,the

handsgrabbedmeandIscreamedbut

theywerequickenoughtoclosemy

mouth.Thepersonoverpoweredme,the

handsweretoostrong,hestartedtaking

outhisbelt,hewasundressing.Hetried

toripoffmypantsbuttheyweretoo

strong.Tearsstartedcomingout,Iwas

overpoweredandIfeltliketherewasno

escapefrom whateverhewantedtodo

tome.

KingNgubane:"Minenhle!".

Icouldn'trespondbecausemymouth

wasclosed.Thepersonremovedhis

pantsandforcedmyhandtotouchhis

privatepart,tearscouldn'tstopcoming



out.From primaryschooluntilhigh

schoolIwenttoanallgirlsschools,

guysfrom whereIgrewupwerescared

toaskmeoutbecausetheywereafraid

ofmyDad,IfinishedschoolwhenIwas

seventeenandtookagapyearsincemy

daddidn'twanttopaymyschoolfees.

WhenIgotachancetogotocollegeI

wastooexcitedthatIdidn'tevenwant

tomessituporcomebackhomewith

anunwantedpregnancybecauseIdidn't

wanttoprovemydadrightalso.Ihave

hadcrushesbutfrom afar,Ihavehad

guyswhousedtoaskmeoutbutI

woulddenybecauseIwasscaredof

makingdecisionsthatweregoingto

makemegetintroublewithmydad.



ZamaniwastheonlyguyIhavebeen

closetoinmyentirelife,wehavekissed

severaltimesbuthehasnevertouched

mewhereIdidn'twanttobetouchedor

triedtodothingsIwasn'tcomfortable

with.Tobeforcefullytouchedinthe

darkbyastrangermademefeellikeit

wastheendoftheworld,Ihavenever

touchedaman'sprivatepartbefore.

IrememberedthetimewhenIshareda

bedwithZamani,wewerecuddlingbut

whenIwokeupinthemiddleofthe

nightIwastooclosetohim thatIeven

felthis'hard'privatepartonme,itwas

veryawkwardandIevenapologizedto

him buthelaughedatme.

Themantookmyhandforittouchhis



nakedpenisandtherewasnowayout.

Hemovedmyhandwithhisandhewas

startingtofeelthepleasure.Iremoved

hishandandplayedalong,Ibrushedhis

peniswithmyhandprayinginsidefor

Godtoforgiveme.Itwashugeandhard.

Him:"Goodgirl,moveitfaster,Ialways

knewyouhaditinyou".

TheVoicewasnotfamiliar,Imovedmy

handfasterandhewasmoaning,he

wasenjoyingeverymoment.Beinga

virgindidn'tmeanthatIhavenever

watchedanymoviewithsomestrong

sexualscenes,Ihavewatchedthem and

alot.Iwasthinkingforwaysofgetting

out,Ikneltdown.

.



.

.

.

Him:"Ahhverygood,comeonbaby,

givememore".

Mykneesweredown,'Lordplease

forgiveme'Isaidthattomyself.

Astrangesmallliquidwasstartingto

comeoutofhispenis,Iclosedmyeyes

andopenedmymouth,Igotclosertoit

andtookaveryhugebiteofhispenis,he

screamedsoloudinpain,Ispitmy

salivaoutandstartedlookingforthe

wayoutofthecell,Ifoundit,theplace

wasundergroundthat'swhyitwasso

darkthatyoucouldn'tevenseeyourown



hands.Ifoundthegatecellandthe

chainwasdown,myhandswere

shaking,Iwasafraidthatthestrange

manwillstandupandcomeafterme,I

tookthechainandlockedthecell.

Him:"Youbitch!Comebackhere".

Ilookedeverywhereforthelightsbut

couldn'tfindthem,Istartedtouchingthe

cellsothatIcouldfindKingNgubane's

cell.

Me:"YourHighness,whereareyou?".

KingNgubane:"Thisside".

Me:"MakeasoundoranythingsothatI

willfindyourcell".

Hedidandthecellswereusingthe

samekeys,Iopenedupforhim.



KingNgubane:"Thankyou".

Me:"Youknowthiswholeplace,getus

outofhere".

KingNgubane:"Therearenoguards

thisside,holdmyhand".

Iheldhishandandheledusout,itwas

darkoutsideandwewereveryfarfrom

themainrooms.

KingNgubane:"StayhereIwillcheck

theGuards".

Hewenttothegate,thepalacegatethat

Ihaveneverseenbefore,thepalacewas

huge,hecameback.

KingNgubane:"Therearenoguards

here,Ithinkit'sbecausenooneuses

thisgate,come".



Ifollowedhim,TheKingknewallthe

passwords,wegotoutofthepalace,we

didn'tevenknowwhattimewasit.

Me:"Wherearewegoing?".

KingNgubane:"Followme".

Ismelledmyhandsandthesmellwas

sodisgusting,wewalkedandwalked,I

wassotiredbutwekeptonwalking.

KingNgubane:"Whatdidyoudotothat

guy?".

Me:"That'sastoryforanotherday".

KingNgubane:"Ithoughtyouwere-you

knowdoingit".

Me:"YourHighness,Ihaveneverslept

withaguybeforeImeanIhaveshareda



bedwithZamanibutI'm stillavirgin".

KingNgubane:"Youaretherightperson

forZamani".

Wekeptwalkingandsawhousesfrom

afar.

KingNgubane:"Wearealmostthere".

Withinthirtyminuteswewereinthe

houses,KingNgubaneknockedinone

ofthehouses.

Me:"Wherearewe?".

KingNgubane:"Wearesafehere".

Anoldmanopenedthedoor,insideit

wasaverybeautifulhouse.

Him:"Comein,Ngubanewhat

happenedtoyou?".



KingNgubane:"It'saverylongstory,we

needaplacetohideourheads".

Him:"Noproblem".

Me:"CanIuseabathroom?".

Him:"Thefirstdooronyourleftatthe

passageyouwillfinditthere".

Iwenttothebathroom andwashedmy

handswithasoap,Isawatoothpaste

andtookit,Ifeltdirty,Ibrushedmy

teethusingmyfingers.Ifinishedand

wentbacktothelounge,everyonewas

up.Zamaniwasalsothere,Istoodthere

inthecorner,Ifeltsoemotional,tears

startedcomingout.

Zamani:"Minenhle!".

Hecameandhuggedmetightly,itall



feltlikeadream.Ifacedhisfather.

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatheis

here?".

KingNgubane:"Ididn'twanttoruinthe

surprise".

Zamani:"Youlooksoterriblebutyou

arestillbeautiful".

KingNgubanestartedtalking..

KingNgubane:"Thisismyoldfriend,he

isapriest,hereallyhelpedmeandthis

ishiswife.

Her:"YoucancallmeGloria,thisismy

husbandPriestNeil".

TheywerewhiteandChristians.

MrNeil:"Iwasagainsttheirtradition



andIstillam,that'swhyIaskedKing

Ngubaneheretosellmethislandbuthe

decidedtogiveittomefreeofcharge

sinceweareverygoodfriends.Most

peopledecidedtofollowmebutsome

remainedbackthere.Myvillageisnot

richlikehiskingdom butwedonotgoto

bedhungry".

Me:"Iam alsoagainsttheirtradition

that'swhyIwaslockedup".

MrNeil:"Thirteenkidsandoneyoung

mancameheresa-".

Me:"Wait!Isthisgreenvillage?".

MrNeil:"Yes".

.



.

.

.

.

Me:"Ifreedthosekids,theroyalguard

isaverykindman,hehelpedme".

KingNgubane:"Buthowdidtheyfind

you?".

Me:"Wewererunningintheforestand

theGuardswereveryclosetocatchus

soItoldMthokotorunwiththekids,I

gavemyselftotheGuardsbecauseI

didn'twantthem tofindthekids".

KingNgubane:"Shealsosavedmenow,

someonecameinthecellsunderground



toforcehimselfonher,Idon'tknow

whatshedid,that'showwegothere".

MrNiel:"MaythegoodLordblessyou

mychild,hereyouaresafe,youdon't

havetogobackthereanymore".

Me:"Iwillgoback,thereisdarkness

thatwillsurroundthekingdom and

whenitdoes,yourvillagewillalsobein

danger,everyonewillbe.Weneedto

stopitbeforesomethingbadhappens".

Zamani:"Iam withyouonthatone".

KingNgubane:"Iam alsoin,weneedan

army".

Me:"No,wedon'tneedanarmy,Ineed

toknowandlearnaboutallthebirth

marks,thetruthishiddeninthosebirth



marksandtheroyaloldbooks,weneed

awaytogobacktothepalacelibrary

andgetthosebooks".
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Ihadalottostressaboutbutseeing

Zamanimadeeverythingfeelbetter,I

couldn'twaitforMrNeilandKing

NgubanetostoptalkingsothatIcould

spendtimewithhim,Imissedhim alot.

Gloria:"Youbothmustbetired,Letme

showyouyourrooms".

Me:"Ihaven'ttouchedwaterintwo

dayscanIpleasehaveabathbeforeI

gotobed".

Gloria:"Noproblem darling,gotothe

bathroom,I'llbringyouthethingsyou

willneed".



Me:"Thankyou".

Istoodupandwenttothebathroom,I

hadthelongestbathinhistory,Gloria

gavemeasleepingdressand

cosmeticsthenIwenttobed,Ifell

asleepinstantly.WhenIwokeupthesun

wasup,Zamanicamein.

Zamani:"Hellosleepyhead".

Hewasstandingbytheframeofthe

door,helookedsobeautiful.

Me:"Whattimeisit?".

Zamani:"It'snearlyhalfpasttwelve".

Me:"Whydidn'tyouwakemeup?".

Zamani:"Youneededtorest,wait,I'm

coming".



Mybodywasstilltired,Iwaitedforhim

tocomeback,afewminuteslaterhe

returnedwithatray.

Zamani:"It'snothingfancybutItried

mybest".

Itwasanegg,tomatoandcheese

sandwich,Itookabite.

Me:"It'sdelicious,Thankyou".

Zamani:"Youarewelcome,MinenhleI

oweyouforsavingmylife,Idon'tknow

whatwouldhavehappenedifyouwere

notthere".

Me:"Yesyoudooweme,passmethe

juiceplease".

Zamani:"Withallmypleasure,Imissed

you,there'sneverasingledaythatwent



bywithoutmethinkingofyou".

Me:"Mylifewasmiserableeversince

youandyourfatherweren'tthere,that

placeishell".

Zamani:"I'm sorrybutnowI'm hereand

youareherethere'snothingtoworry

about".

Ifinishedeatingandthefoodwas

delicious.Gloriacamein.

Gloria:"Sweetheart,areyoualright?".

Me:"I'm fine,IwasabouttowakeupI'm

sorryforsleepingtillthistime,Iwil-".

Gloria:"Nonsense,youcansleepforas

longasyouwant,youneedtorest,I

cameheretocheckuponyou".



Me:"But-".

Zamani:"ThankyouGloriaIwillmake

surethatshedoesn'twake-upanytime

soon".

Gloria:"Good,Iwillbringyoulunchor

Zamaniyouwillfetchit".

Zamani:"Iwillthankyou".

Sheleftandclosedthedoor.

Me:"She'sverynice".

Zamani:"toomuch".

Hegotinsidetheblanketsandcuddled,I

missedlayingnexttohim.

Zamani:"Imissedyousomuch,

MinenhleIreallymeantittheotherday

whenIsaidIloveyou".



Me:"Iloveyoutoo,Imissedyoueven

morethisfeelslikeadream IthoughtI

wouldneverseeyouagain".

Zamani:"NoPrincessweareinthis

together".

Heloweredhisfaceandstartedkissing

me,hiswarm andsoftlipstraileddown

tomyneckIcouldn'texplainthewayI

wasfeeling,Iwantedtogivemyselfto

him,Iwantedmore.Ourlipsagain

movedslowlyinsync,Ifeltthehot

sensationrunningthroughme,hishand

didn'tstopmovingaroundmyupper

body.Hegotontopofme,hewasbig

buyhefittedperfectlybetweenmylegs,

hisbodywashot,hislipswereallover

mybody,hestopped.



Zamani:"Trytorestbaby,Iwillcheck

youuplater".

Me:"IthinkIhaverestedenough,Iwant

tobathandyouwilltakemetothekids".

Zamani:"Youareverystubborn,Iwill

askGloriaforsomeclothes".

Inodded,hekissedmyforeheadandleft.

Iwantedmoreofhim buthestopped,I

knewthathewouldn'ttrytosleepwith

meyet,hedidn'tdoanythingbuthis

touchalwaysleftmebeggingformore

eventhoughitwashardtotellhim that.

Iwenttothebathroom forabath,Gloria

gavemeapairofjeansandT-shirtand

theyfittedperfectly.

Me:"WhereisEveryone?".



Gloria:"Theywenttothechurch".

Me:"EvenZamani?".

Hecameandhuggedmefrom myback.

Zamani:"Missingmealready?".

Gloriasmiledandshookherhead..

Gloria:"Hecouldn'tstoptalkingabout

youeversincehecamehere,youare

evenmorebeautifulinperson,hetold

meallaboutyourbeauty".

Iblushed..

Zamani:"Youaremakingherblushnow,

AuntyGloIwillseeyoulaterIwantto

showheraround".

.

.



.

.

.

Gloria:"WhataboutLunch".

Me:"IwilleatwhenIgetback,Thank

you".

Gloria:"Okenjoyyourlittletour".

Zamaniheldmyhandandwewalked

out.

Me:"Thesehousesaresobeautiful

inside".

Zamani:"Verybeautifulandthepeople

hereareallthesame,theyhave

beautifulsouls,justlikeyou".

Me:"Ohpleasestopit".



Wewalkedtothechurch,Zamaniwas

showingmethepeoplehespentmost

ofhistimewitheversincehegottothe

village,everyonewasniceandonething

Inoticedwasthattheyenjoyedand

lovedseeingsomeonewhocameto

visittheirvillage,everyonewouldwant

toofferyousomethingtodrinkoreat,

priceless.

KingNgubaneandPriestNeilwereat

thechurch.

MrNeil:"Ohit'sgootoseeyouagain

Minenhle,howwasyoursleep".

Me:"Isleptwellthankyou".

Zamani:"Wherearethekids?".

MrNeil:"Ohthekidsfoundtheirnew



homes,theyarenolongersleepinghere".

Me:"Iwashopingtoseethem".

MrNeil:"Don'tworry,Iwillshowyou

theirnewhomes,wearedonehere

anyway".

Zamani:"Fatherareyoualright?".

KingNgubane:"Iam goodSon".

Westartedwalkingtothehouses,itwas

veryhot,Ifeltlikesomeonewas

followingus,Ikeptlookingaroundbut

noonewasthere.Myshouldersstarted

becomingheavy,Isawahumanfigure

movingaroundthehouses,theperson

waswalkingwithusbuthewashidingin

thehouses.

KingNgubane:"Minenhlewhat's



wrong?".

Me:"What-Imeannothing'swrong".

Igottiredandmoretired,Icouldn't

moveanymoreIfelldownbutZamani

wasquicktocatchme.Iwasnot

nauseousorsickbuttired,itwaslike

somethingwastakingawaymyenergy.I

lookedtheothersideandsawhim but

hisfacewasnotclear,helookedatme

anddisappeared.

MrNeil:"Weshouldtakeherbacktothe

house"

Theycarriedmetothehouse.

Gloria:"What'swrong?".

MrNeil:"Wedon'tknowbutsomething

isreallywrongwithher".



GloriagavemefoodandwaterIwas

fine.Aladycamecryinglookingfor

PriestNeil,Shekneltdownandstarted

crying.

Her:"Pleasehelpus,theyarenot

wakingup,pleasehelpus".

MrNeil:"Whathappened?".

Her:"Theyjustcollapsedandthewhite

foam iscomingoutofthem,pleasehelp

us".

Everyoneinthehousestoodupand

quicklyranoutside,Ifollowedthem,

everyonewasoutsidesurroundingthe

fourwomenwhowerelyingdown

lifeless.

Zamani:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".



Ijustlookedathim,MrNeiltouched

them andconfirmedthattheyweredead,

Ilookedatthem andwalkedtothem.

MrNeil:"Minenhlewehavetorespect

thedead,movethisside".

Me:"MrNeil,pleaseallowmetolookat

them".

MrNeil:"But-".

Iwasalreadykneelingdownlookingat

them,whatIsawwasdarknessinthem,

theywerenotentirelydeadbutdarkness

waseatingthem slowly.TheliquidIwas

giventwiceinmydreamswasredand

theliquidZamaniwasgivenwasalso

red,Zamani'ssignwasthesignofan'

Angeloflight'.



Me:"MrNeil,Ineedyourhollywater".

MrNeil:"Jaburuntomyhouseandtake

afivelitreplasticbottleontopofthe

kitchencounter".

Me:"Andthecleanbowl".

ThevillagerslookedatmelikeIwas

somesortofaweirdo,Jabucameback

withwhatIaskedfor.

Ipouredthehollywaterinabowl.

Me:"ZamaniIneedyourhelp".

Hecameforward,Itookaverysharp

stoneonthegroundandtookZamani's

hand,Ididn'tknowwhatIwasdoingbut

itwaslikesomeonewastellingmewhat

todo,itkeptringinginmyhead.Icut

justabitinhisarm.



Zamani:"Minenhlewhatareyoudoing?".

Ididn'tanswerhim,somethingwas

controllingme,Ialsocutmyhand,blood

wascomingoutinbothourarms,I

allowedthebloodtodropinsidethe

hollywater.

Me:"Someonepleasehelpmehere".

Twomencameforward,whom I

assumedweretheirhusbands.

Me:"Opentheirmouths".

TheydidandIpouredtheliquidinto

theirmouths,Ifeltweaksoweakand

collapsed.

WhenIwokeuppeoplewereintheroom,

Zamaniwasalsolayingnexttome.



.

.

.

.

Me:"Whathappened?".

Gloria:"Youbothfainted,youreally

savedthosewomen".

Me:"Wherearethey?Aretheyalright?".

MrNeil:"Ihaveneverseensomething

likethatinaverylongtime,youreally

havesomethingveryspecialMinenhle,

Comethisside".

Ifollowedhim tothediningroom,the

diningroom wasfullofthings.



MrNeil:"TheVillagerscametothank

youwithallthesegifts,theysaidthey

don'thavemoneybutthiscomesfrom

theirhearts".

Me:"No,Iwasn'texpectingsomething

inreturn,IdidwhatIdidfrom the

goodnessofmyheart,wehavetoreturn

thesegifts".

MrNeil:"Theywillfeelbadwhenyou

returnthesegiftsbecausetheyalso

gaveyoufrom thegoodnessoftheir

hearts,acceptthesegifts".

Inodded,itwasalreadylate,wehad

supperandIwenttobed,Zamani

sharedabedwithme.

Myshoulderswerestillheavy,Icouldn't



evensleepproperlybecauseIwas

scared,whenIlookedatZamanihewas

sleepingpeacefully.Ifellasleepand

wokeupwhenIfeltlikesomeonewasin

theroom.WhenIliftedupmyhead

someonewasintheroom,Inearly

fainted,hedidn'ttakeoffhishoodyhe

camecloserandsatdowninthecorner

ofthebed,hewashidinghisface,he

lookeddown.

Him:"Amandamyloveaftersomany

yearsyouarefinallyback".

Ilookedathim confused..

Him:"Iwasbrokenwhentheytookyou

awayfrom me,theyhavetopay,Ihave

beenlookingforyou,Iwaslostand

lifelesswithoutyouAmanda".



Me:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"Youdon'trememberme?".

Me:"MynameisMinenhlenotAmanda".

Him:"Stoplyingtome,Myloveyou

knowthatIhatelies".

Me:"Yougotthewrongperson,my

nameisMinenhlenotAmanda".

Him:"YouareAmandastoplyingtome

dammit".

Hewasangry,Islowlymovedback.

Him:"I'm sorry,I'm verysorryforscaring

you,I'm theonewhokilledthosewomen

MylovebecauseIwantedtoproveifit

wasreallyyouandyesyouprovedme

right,youbroughtthem backtolife,My



lovesomethingbadisgoingtohappen

inthisKingdom,let'sgoawaybeforeit

happensjustyouandI,pleasemylove".

Me:"Getoutofhere!".

Him:"What?".

Me:"Isaidgetout!".

Hegotangry,thebedstartedvibrating

andthehousestartedvibrating,he

cameclosertomestillhidinghisface.

Him:"IlostyouonceandIcan'tlose

youagain,Iwillcomebackforyou".

Hewentout,Iwasshakingandcrying,

ZamanigotupandMrNeilandthe

otherscame.

KingNgubane:"Whatwasthat?".



Gloria:"WhyisMinenhlecrying

Zamani?".

MrNeil:"Icanfeelhim,hewashere".

Zamani:"Who?".

MrNeil:"Thepantherwashere,heis

back".

.
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Thestrangemenreallymademe

nervous,Istoppedcrying.

MrNeil:"Ineedtogotochurch".

Zamani:"Youhavetotellusabouthim".

MrNeil:"I'm goingtochurch".

Hewentout,itwasinthemiddleofthe

night,Zamanitriedtocalm medownbut

Ijustkeptquietandcuddledinhisarms,

Icouldn'tsleepmaybeIfellasleep

aroundfourinthemorning.WhenIwoke



upZamaniwasn'tinbed.Iwokeupand

wenttothekitchen,theyweretherebut

MrNeilwasn't.

Me:"Goodmorning".

Gloria:"Morning,Imadeamaize

porridge,wouldyoulikesome?".

Me:"Yesplease,Thankyou".

Itookasit.

KingNgubane:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Iam wellthankyou".

Zamanitouchedmyhandandsqueezed

it,hewasreallyconcernedaboutme.

Me:"IsMrNeilbackfrom thechurch

yet?".

Gloria:"Nodear,here'syourporridge,



everythingyouwillneedisinthattable".

Me:"Thankyou".

Istoodupandpouredsugarandmilkin

theporridgeandstartedeating,after

finishingIcleanedthebowlIwasusing.

Me:"IhavetospeakwithMrNeil".

Gloria:"Youwillfindhim atthechurch

dear".

Istoodup..

Zamani:"Iam comingwithyou".

Ididn'tsayanythingbuthefollowedme,

onourwaytochurchNoonewastalking,

whenwearrivedwefoundMrNeil

praying.

MrNeil:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".



Me:"MrNeilIneedtohaveawordwith

you".

MrNeil:"Iam busy".

Hetookhisbibleandwentontheother

side.

Me:"Heisavoidingme".

Zamani:"Let'sgivehim sometime".

Me:"Zamaniwedon'thavetime,Ineed

toknowwhat'sgoing,heknows

something".

Iwenttohim..

Me:"MrNeilyoucan'tavoidmeforever,

youknowsomething,pleasetellme".

MrNeil:"IsaidI'm busy".

Me:"Okfine,Iwillwaitinthesechairs



here".

Helookedatmeandgotup,healso

lookedatZamani'sdirectionandheld

myhand,hetookmetohisoffice.

MrNeil:"Themanisdangerousvery

dangerous".

Me:"Whoishe?Ineedtoknow".

MrNeil:"Heoncedestroyedthis

Kingdom,wewerealllefthomeless,he

hasadarknesssidethatcontrolshim

andwhenhegetsangryhedestroys.

Theysaidhisparentsdidn'tlikehim but

likedhisolderbrotherthatiswhenhis

darknesssidestartedtoshow,heisfast

anddangerouslikeapanther.His

parentschasedhim buthegotbetter



whenhefoundlove,helivedwithpeople

forsevenyearshewaslikeanormal

humanbutthatallchangedwhenhis

loverwastakenawayfrom him".

Me:"Whotookherfrom him?".

MrNeil:"Hisbrotherkilledher,he

destroyedthiswholekingdom whenhis

loverdied,KingNgubaneknowsthis,he

wasthentakenfarawayfrom herebut

nowheishere,hemanagedtoescape".

Me:"Doyouknowhisbrother?".

MrNeil:"No,wedon'tknowthe

Panthersbuttheyarelivingamongstus,

heistheonlyonethatIhaveseenbut

onlyonce".

Me:"HecalledmeAmanda,hethought-



HethoughtIam hislover".

MrNeilsigned..

Me:"Hesaidhewillcomebackforme,

MrNeilIam scared,Icouldn'teven

sleepatnight,Ineedanswers,Ineedto

findhisfamilyorAmanda'sfamily".

MrNeil:"GodIfeelforyouchild".

Me:"WhatcanIdo,youareapriest

pleaseadviceme".

MrNeil:"Yousaidthere'salibraryatthe

palaceright?".

Me:"Yesit'sasecretlibrary".

MrNeil:"Whatkindofbooksdidyou

findthere".

Me:"Handwrittenbooksanddiaries,



someonewrotethoseandhiditinthe

library".

MrNeil:"ItmustbeNgubanethefirst

andthesecond,Youneedtogobackto

thepalaceandfindthosebooksmaybe

there'ssomethingthatmighthelpus".

Me:"Iam scared".

MrNeil:"FirstfindoutwhoAmanda

was,Iwillprayforyou".

Me:"Thankyou".

Iwentoutoftheoffice,Zamaniwas

waitingforme

Zamani:"Babyareyoualright?Whatdid

MrNeilsay?".

Me:"Let'stalkwhenwegettothe



house".

Iwasn'tthinkingstraight,Mymindwas

goingmad,WewalkedbacktotheNeil

familyhouse.Ididn'tknowhowtoget

backtothepalace,thethoughtofit

scaredme.

.

.

.

.

KingNgubanelookedverystressed,he

wasevenstartingtolosesomeweight.

Wesatonthecouch,Ididn'twantto

stresshim morebutIhadtoask



questionsinordertoknowwhatexactly

wasgoingonintheKingdom.

Me:"YourHighness".

Helookedatme.

Me:"WhoisNtobeko'sfather?".

GloriaandZamanilookedatme..

Zamani:"Ntobekomaybeevilbutheis

mybrother".

KingNgubanedidn'tsayanything.

Me:"YourHighnessIneedtoknowin

orderformetogettothebottom ofthis,

Icangobacktothepalacenowbutit

willbeuselessformetogobackthereif

Idon'tknowNtobeko'sfather".

Zamani:"MinenhleYouseehowfa-".



Me:"Stressed?ZamaniIam also

stressedinfactIam losingmymind,

thisisnotthetimeforsecrets,Ineedto

know".

KingNgubane:"Idon'tknowtheir

father".

Zamani:"Theirfather?".

KingNgubane:"Yourmotherwasnot

faithfultome,Iam notsureifyouare

alsomyson".

Zamani:"Idon'tbelievethis!Afterall

theseyearsyoudecidetosaythisnow?

Whoismyfather?,youmustknow

something".

Me:"Heisyourfather".

Theylookedatmeinsurprised..



Me:"ThefirstKingofthisKingdom who

isyourfather'sgreat-great,actuallyI

don'tknowhowmany'great'butgreat-

grandfatherwasgiventhemarkthatyou

havebyNonkanyisosothatmeansyou

aretheNgubanebutNtobekohasa

differentMark".

KingNgubane:"Amark?".

Me:"Amarkofaspear,whenIreadthe

booksattheLibrary,itwaswrittenthat

it'samarkofapanther".

KingNgubane:"Ihaveheardaboutthe

PantherslivingamongstusbutIhave

neverseenonebutyearsagowhenthis

Kingdom wasdestroyedmostpeople

weresayingthepersonwhodestroyedit

waslivinginthisKingdom andhewasa



panther,Ihaveneverseenhisface".

Me:"Whendidthathappen?".

KingNgubane:"MaybeZamaniwas

nineyearsoldbuthewasveryyoung,

theysaiditwasayoungboywholost

hisloverbutrumorsarealwaysrumors".

Me:"Ifthatpersonleftherewhen

Zamaniwasyoungthatmeansthereis

someoneelseImeanapantherof

courselivinghere,WhenwasNtobeko

born?".

KingNgubane:"In1997".

Me:"'1997/04/27GodI'm sostupid".

Zamani:"What?".

Me:"Someonewroteadiarysaying'



1997/04/27'sayingithasfinallyfoundit

waytothepalace,Ntobeko'sfatheris

veryclosetothepalace,weneedtofind

him".

KingNgubane:"Thepalaceisranby

theseevilcreaturesnow?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutthere'salotgoing

oninthatpalaceanditwilldestroy

innocentpeople".

KingNgubane:"Let'sgotothepalace

now".

Me:"No,youwillgotothemountain

andlookforMrMthembu,weneedhim".

KingNgubane:"Oknoproblem".

Zamani:"Iwillcomewithyou".



Me:"Noyoucan't,theywillkillyou".

Zamani:"Ican'tletyougoalone

Minenhleweareinthistogether,ifIdie,

IwilldieahappymanknowingthatI

waswithyou,tryingtofightthis

together.BabyIcan'tletyougoalone".

KingNgubane:"Gowithhim,youboth

havemyblessings,I'm goingtothe

mountainnow".

Gloriahuggedmesotightly..

Gloria:"Iwillputyouinmyprayers,God

willgowithyou".

Me:"Thankyou".

MrNeilcame,helookedtroubled.

Me:"MrNeilyoudon'thavetoworryor



stress,wewilltrytofixthis".

MrNeil:"I'm notworriedaboutthat,I'm

worriedaboutyoursafety,IwillStartmy

fastingnowuntilyoubothreturn".

Zamani:"Thankyou".

Me:"ThankyouMrNeil".

Hehuggedme..

Me:"YourHighnesspleasetravelsafely,

yourancestorsandGodwillbewithyou

ineverystepoftheway".

MrNeil:"Youneedacar,takeabakkie

outside,herearethekeys".

Wetookthecar,Zamaniwastheone

driving.

Zamani:"Let'sleavethecarhere,we



don'twantthem toseeus".

Westoppedthecarbythebushes,I

startedleadingthewaybutheheldmy

handandhuggedmesotight.

Zamani:"Babydon'tstresstoomuch,I

am withyou,thisisnotyourfightalone,

it'sourfight".

.

.

.

.

Me:"I'm scared,Idon'twanttoloseyou,

Idon'twantyoutogothereatleastwait

formehere,Iwillcomebacktoyou,



thesepeopleknowthatyouaredead

whatwillhappenwhenthey-".

Zamani:"Nothingisgoingtohappen,I

can'tletyougotherealone,babylookat

me".

Hewastall,Ilookedupathim,hekissed

medeeplyandstopped.

Zamani:"Whenwegetthereneverleave

mysideandIwon'tleaveyours,stop

stressingandlet'sgo".

Ididn'ttellZamaniwhatthestrange

mensaidatnight,Iwasscaredbecause

hesaidhewillcomebackforme,Ididn't

wantZamanitoliveinfearknowingthat

hecanlosemeatanytime.Iwasscared.

Itwasduringtheday,wewenttothe



gatethatweusedwithKingNgubane,

nothingchanged,thecodesand

passwordswerestillthesame.

Me:"Let'sgototheworkerscottages".

Weroundedbecausewedidn'twantto

beseen,Sindywasnotinherroom butit

waswasn'tlocked,that'showcareless

shewas.

Weclosedthedoor,ItookSindy'sdirty

darktracksuits.

Zamani:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Me:"I'm changing,Ntobekocansmell

myscent,facethatsideplease".

Zamani:"Whatareyouhidingfrom

me?".



Me:"Youhaveneverseenmenaked".

Zamani:"Butthatdoesn'tmeanIwill

neverseeyounakedormaybethisisthe

righttime".

Helaughed..

Me:"Stopit,turnaroundplease".

ItookoffmyclothesandIcouldfeel

thathewaslookingatme,Iquickly

changed.

Zamani:"Youhavethemostbeautiful

body".

Me:"Youwerelooking?".

Zamani:"Justalittle".

Me:"Youaresuchapervert".

Helaughed..



ThedooropenedandSindyscreamed..

Me:"Shhhpleaseloweryourvoiceand

calm down".

Sindy:"Buthe-heisdead,eventhoughI

walkthroughtheshadowofdeathIwill

fearnoevil".

Icrossedmyarmsandrolledmyeyesat

her,Sindywasthemostdramatic

personIhaveevermetinmyentirelife.

Me:"Tellmewhenyouaredone".

Sheslowlyopenedhereyes,shejumped

again.

Sindy:"OhGodit'sstillhere,GodI'm too

youngtodi-".

Me:"Geezwomen,Zamaniisherenot



dead,doyourememberthetimewhenI

toldyouthatthereissomeoneelseI

saved?Itwashim,Zonkewasnotthe

firstonesopleasestopallthisacting".

Shehuggedus,Zamaniwaslaughing

thewholetime.

Me:"Zamanipleasethisisnotfunny".

Zamani:"ButBabe-".

Ilookedathim andhestopped.

Sindy:"Areyouguyscomingbackhere?

GodNtobekoistheworstKingever,he

firedMrZondifrom thecouncilcanyou

believethat".

Me:"Shamebutwearenothereforthat,

weneedtogetinsidethemainrooms

butatleastatnightnotnow".



Sindy:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Me:"NoSindyfindmethesparekeysto

Ntobeko'sofficeplease".

Zamani:"Please".

Sindy:"Ok,LetmeeatfirstbecauseI

camehereformylunch".

Shestartedeatingandtoldusevery

singlethingthathappenedinthepalace

sincewewerenotthere.Shefinished

andwentbacktowork,wewere

crossingfingersprayingforhertofind

thekeys,latewhensheknockedoffshe

camebackwithakey.Wewaiteduntil

weweresurethattheroyalfamilywas

alreadyasleep.

Zamaniwasbymysideaswegotinside



themainrooms,Isawthechangein

Zamani'sfacewhenwegotinsidethere

butIcouldn'tblamehim becausethe

placehadsomanymemoriesofhim,he

openedtheofficeandgotintothelibrary,

thelibrarywasstillamess.

Zamani:"Whatarewelookingfor".

Me:"Royalhistorybooks".

Zamani:"Shhh".

Weheadpeopletalkingintheofficeand

theothervoicewasNtobeko's.

Ntobeko:"Whomovedthisroom

divider?".

Theothervoicespoke.

Him:"Maybeyourworkersweredoinga



springcleaning".

Ntobeko:"Butnooneevermovethis

room divider,waitsomeoneishere,I

canfeelit".

GodIwantedtopeeonmyself.
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Ntobeko:"Butnooneevermovethis

room divider,waitsomeoneishere,I

canfeelit".

ZamaniSwitchedoffthelights.We

waitedforhim toopenthedoorandget

insidebuthedidn't.Thedooropened,

wewerescared,Iwasprayingforhim

nottoseeus,hethenclosedthedoor.

Ntobeko:"Itsdark,nooneishere,OkI

needthesepaperstakentothecouncil



meetingfirstthinginthemorning".

Weheardadoorclosing.

Me:"Ithinkhe'sgone".

ZamaniSwitchedonthelightsandwe

startedsearchingforthebooks,noone

wastalkingtoeachother,wewereboth

searching.

Zamani:"IthinkIhavefound

something".

Icametowherehewas.

Me:"Letmesee".

Zamani:"TheOrigin,Idon'tknowmaybe

ithassomething".

Itookthebookfrom him.



'Blood,theywantblood.ThisKingdom

isnotfortheweak.

IhaveseenthingsthatIcan'teventalk

about,traitorsarehereinthispalace,I

knowthatverysoontheywillkillmelike

theykilledher,shewasn'tabadperson,

allshewantedwastobringpeace".

Me:"Butwherearetheotherpages?".

Zamani:"It'slikesomeonereadthisand

tooktheotherpages".

Me:"MostofthehandwrittenbooksI

foundherehavemissinginformation".

Zamani:"Whatarewegoingtodo?".

Me:"ZamaniIdon'tknowandthisisso

irritating,Ineedtheinformationthatis

missinghere".



Zamani:"Itwillbealrightmylove".

Me:"Alright?Alright?Areyoukidding

merightnow,nothingisgoingtobe

alrightIneedthesediaries,Ineedto

knowwhoAmandais,thismencan't

alwa-".

Zamani:"WhoisAmanda?".

Ikeptquietandsighed

Me:"Idon'tknowthatmancalledme

Amanda,hislover".

Zamani:"Waithere".

Iwasconfusedwhenhestoodupand

wenttotheshelves,hecamebackwith

aPhotoAlbums.

Me:"Whatareyoudoingwiththose?".



Zamani:"Iwanttoshowyou

something".

Hepagedthepicturesandtooktwo.

Zamani:"Lookhere,thisgirlherelooks

exactlylikeyou".

Itookthepictureandlookedatit..

Zamani:"Babylookattheeyes,the

smile,shecloseshereyesjustlikeyou

whenshesmiles,everythinginthis

picturelookslikeyou".

Me:"It'sme,Imeanshelookslikeme,

let'stakebothpictures".

Zamani:"Ok,IthinkthisisAmanda".

Ikeptquietbecausethegirlinthe

picturelookedexactlylikeme,we



continuedlookingforthebooksbutwe

couldn'tfindanything.

Zamani:"Thereisnothinghere".

Me:"Keeplooking".

Zamani:"Keeplookingforwhat?All

thesehandwrittenbooksanddiariesare

torn,sowhatexactlyarewelooking

for?".

Hewasirritated...

Me:"Maybewemightfindsomething".

Zamani:"Thereisnothingtofindhere".

Me:"Heiscomingback,hesaidheis

comingbackforme".

Zamani:"Whatdoyoumeanhe's

comingbackforyou?".



Me:"Idon'tknowbutthatiswhathe

said".

Helookeddown..

Zamani:"Iwillneverallowthat,Noone

willtakeyouaway,babypleasedon't

stressyourself".

Me:"Youdon'tunderstanddoyou?".

Icontinuedlookingforthebooks,he

didn'tknowwhattosayandIknowthatI

wasselfishtohim butIwasstressed.

Wefoundnothinganditwaslikeeven

thebooksIhavereadbeforesomeone

tookthem.

Me:"Thereisnothing,pleasedon'tsay

youtoldme".



Zamani:"Iwillneversaythat,whatdo

wedonow?".

Me:"Wegobacktothevillage,I'm sure

yourfatherisbackwithMrMthembu".

Zamani:"Yahhewillhelpus".

Westoodupandfoundourwayoutside,

wedidn'tevensaygoodbyetoSindy

becausewedidn'twanttheguardsto

seeus,wewenttothecarinthebushes.

Me:"Iam sorryforshoutingatyou

earlier".

Zamani:"Youdon'thavetoapologize,

babeIunderstand".

Idon'tknowwhatIdidtodeservehim,

hewasthemostunderstandingperson

ever,wedrovebacktothevillage,we



gotinsidetheNeilfamilyhome.Assoon

asGloriasawus,sherantousand

startedcrying,shehuggedussotight.

Me:"Whathappened?".

.

.

.

.

Gloria:"Weweresoworriedaboutyou

two,youtooklong,wethoughtmaybe

somethinghappenedtothebothofyou".

MrNeil:"OhthankyouLord,theyare

homesafe".

Wesatdown..



Me:"Thereisnothingandsomeone

tookthebooksIreadtheotherday".

MrNeil:"Don'tworrymychild,Godwill

findaway,justeatandrestit'sthe

middleofthenight".

ZamanitookhisplatebutIwasnot

hungry.

Me:"IthinkIneedtosleep,Iwilleatin

themorning".

Istoodupandwenttothebathroom for

aquickbaththenIwenttobed,I

couldn'tsleep,Iwasscaredthinkingthat

maybethestrangemenwillcomeback,

Zamanicame.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YeahI'm fine".



OfwhichIwasnot,Ididn'twanthim to

worryaboutme.

Zamani:"Ok,goodnight".

Hecamecloserandkissedmyforehead.

Me:"Whereareyougoing?".

Zamani:"Tosleep".

Me:"Pleasesleephere,I'm scared".

Hedidn'tsayanythingbutjusttookoff

hisclothesandjoinedmeinbed,Iwas

cuddlinginhisarms.

Me:"Ifeelbetternow".

Zamani:"Pleasedon'tstresstoomuch

I'm sureDadiscomingbacktomorrow".

Inoddedandwefellasleep,wewere

wokenupbyGloria'svoice.



Gloria:"Zamani!Zamani!".

ShecameinbutsawZamaniwearing

hisboxersonly.

Gloria:"OhJesusChristIam verysorry".

Ilaughed..

Gloria:"Ineedyoutocomeoutside

now".

Me:"Iseverythingalright?".

Gloria:"No,hurry!!".

Iwokeupandquicklyranoutside,

everyoneinthevillagewasoutside.

Zamani:"What'sgoingon-hollyshit,Mr

Neil".

MrNeil:"Sincewewokeupit'slikethis".

Me:"OhmyGod".



Therewerecloudsbutitwasnotcold,it

wasveryhot.Thecloudsweredarkthe

scariestthingwas,therewerethree

rainbows,theonewasfacingthenorth,

theotherwasfacingWestandthelast

onewasfacingontheeastside.

Zamani:"Wasitraining?".

MrNeil:"No,andevenifitwasraining

therewouldn'tbethreerainbows,we

needtopray".

Me:"Somethingisgoingonhere".

Zamani:"Butwhat?".

Me:"Idon'tknow".

Wewentout,checkingup,theclouds

weredarklikeitwasgoingtorain.



Zamani:"Somethingiscoming,

somethingbig,itstrong".

Hewasgettingtired,hisbodywas

failinghim.

Me:"Everyonepleasegotoyour

houses".

Onemenspoke.

Him:"Nowearenotgoinganywhere,if

wehavetofightwearegoingtofight

thistogether".

MrNeil:"Okbuttakethechildrenback

tothehouses".

IsawMthokoandthekidsandranto

them.

Me:"ThankGodyouareallsafe,how



areyou?".

Mthoko:"Wearefine,MrNeiltoldus

thatyoucamelookingforus".

Me:"YesIdidbutnowwedon'thave

time,pleasetakethekidsbacktothe

houses".

Henoddedandhuggedme.

Mthoko:"Besafe".

Me:"Iwill".

Hewenttothehouseswiththekids.

MrNeil:"MinenhletakeZamaniinside

thehouse".

Ihelpedhim insidethehouseandwesat

atthekitchen.

Me:"Areyoualright?".



Zamani:"Thisthingwasdrainingme,

canIhaveaglassofwaterplease".

Istoodupandgavehim aglassofwater.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Iam butI'm worriedaboutyou".

Zamani:"Iam fine,it'shere,it'shere".

Hestartedbreathingfast,veryfast.

Me:"Zamanidrinkthiswaterplease,

openyourmouth".

Hedrankit.

Me:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Zamani:"It'sdrainingme,I'm tired".

IheardvoicesoutsideandIstoodbythe

windowsothatIcouldhearwhatthey

weresaying.Therewasanoldman,



threegirlsandoneguy,themanspoke.

Him:"GregoryNeil,it'snicetofinally

meetyouandyourbeautifulwifeof

course".

HewenttoGloriaandkissedherright

hand,Gloriawasnervous.

MrNeil:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"Youdon'tevenwanttoknow".

Thenervesofthisman,Ilookedathim

ashewalkedaroundlikeheownedthe

entirevillage.

MrNeil:"Youareinmyvillageofcourse

Iwanttoknowwhoyouare".

Him:"ActuallyIdidn'tcomehereto

makefriends,Iam lookingforsomeone



andIheardthatsheishere".

MrNeil:"Who?".

Him:"Amanda"

.

.

.

.

Ifeltlikemyworldwascrashingin

pieces,IwantedtoknowwhoAmanda

was,whatdidthepoorwomendo

becauseeveryoneseemedtowanther,

thesaddestpartwas,theythoughtIwas

her.

MrNeil:"Wedon'tknowAmanda".



Him:"Iam notheretoplaygamesNeil,

whereisAmanda".

MrNeil:"ThereisnoAmandahere".

Thestrangeoldman'sfacechanged,he

cameclosertoMrNeilandheldhim by

hisneck,painfullyhethrewhim onthe

ground,Gloriarantohim andhelpedhim

up.

MrNeil:"ThereisnoAmandahere".

Thewindstartedblowingtakingevery

dustandpapersontheground,itwas

blowinglikeatornado,themanwas

controllingit.Zamaniwasalsolooking.

Me:"He'sgoingtokillallofthem,Ineed

togooutside".

Zamani:"Youcan'tgooutside,Minenhle



areyououtofyourmind?".

Me:"Iam notAmandaI'm surehewill

understandwhenIexplainthattohim".

Zamani:"Doyouthinkhewill

understand?YoulookexactlylikeThe

womeninthepicturebabyIdon'tknow

whattheywanttodotoyoubutyouare

notgoingthere".

Me:"Ihavetogo".

Iwalkedtothedoor..

Zamani:"Idon'twanttoloseyou

MinenhleIloveyou".

Istopped,Idon'tknowwhybutIjustfelt

soemotional,tearsstartedcomingout,I

turnedaround.



Me:"Iloveyoumoreandyouwon'tlose

me,I'm justgoingouttheretoexplainto

thosepeoplethatI'm notwhotheythink

Iam,Iloveyou".

Zamanihuggedandkissedme,Iwent

outsideandsuddenlythewindstopped,

theoldmanlookedatme.

Him:"I-Icouldn'tbelieveitwhenthey

toldme".

Me:"Idon'tknowAmandaorwhoshe

wasbutIam nother".

Him:"YouareAmandaandyouknow

exactlywhatyouarecapableof".

Me:"IsweartoyouIdon'tknow

Amanda".

Him:"Wonderful,thisisperfect,she



doesn'trememberwhosheisyet,we

needtotakeherbeforeallhermemories

comesback".

Me:"What?Areyououtof-".

Him:"Calebtakeher,becareful,sheis

verydangerous".

Iwasconfusedandscared,theguy

cametomeandIgavehim the'don't

fuckin'touchme'look,agirlalsocame,

theyheldmerough.

Zamani:"Leaveheralone".

Theykeptquiet

Zamani:"Isaidleaveheralone".

Hecamerunningtome,Isawhisbody

flyingbackhittingthegroundhard,I



couldseethathewasinpains.

Me:"Zamani!!".

Ibrokefreefrom theirhandsandranto

Zamaniagirlpunchedme,Iwasn'tthe

personwhogotangrythateasilybutmy

temperchanged,Ifeltannoyedand

disgusted,Iturnedaroundwiththe

biggestpunchevertoherface,theyall

rantofightme,Ididn'tknowhowto

fightbutIhadstrengththatIneverknew

off,IfeltlikeIhadstrangepowersandI

wasn'tscaredofthem.

OneguystartedkickingbutIjustpushed

him andhefelldown.

Gloria:"OhGod,lookatherhairand

eyes".



Theywereafraidtofightme,theold

manspoke.

Him:"Isaidtakeher!".

Heliftedupthespearthathewas

CarryingandIfeltthousandknives

stabbingmeallovermybody.

MrNeil:"Minenhle!".

IwaslosingeverystrengthIhadandI

wasinsomuchpains,theclouds

changed,thunderandlightningstarted

striking,everyonecriedinfear,thewind

blewinthedarkness.Isawsomeone

appearinginthedark,itwashim the

strangemen.

Hewaswearingaverylongjacketthat

coveredhiskneesandacowboyhat



thatcoveredhisface.

HetookouthisGoldspearandstarted

fightingtheoldman,theoldmantriedto

blockthestrikesbutthestrangemen

didn'tgivehim achance,anoldmanfell

down,hewasinjured.Thestrangemen

spoke.

Him:"Whogaveyoutherighttotouch

her?".

Hewasangry,Icouldn'ttalkormove,I

wasinpains.

Him:"Gotellyourleaderthatwhoever

wantsAmandamustgothroughmefirst,

getthehelloutofhere".

Theyranoutofthevillage,hehidhis

spear.MrNeilandeveryonecame



runningtome,Isawthem butIcouldn't

speakormove.

MrNeil:"Sheneedshelp".

Thestrangemencame...

Him:"Nothingwillhelpher,thepowerof

theblackspearisdestroyingherbones,

shewillbedisabled".

Hewastalkinglookingdown,stillhiding

hisface.

MrNeil:"Whatcanwedotohelpher".

Him:"Ifyouallowme,Iwillhelpher".

IheardthatinwhisperbecauseIwas

dozingoff,Iwaslosingmyself,Iallowed

darknesstotakeoverme.

.
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Imovedmyheadbutmybodywasstill

sore,Iwasinahugebedwithsilk

sheets,IopenedmyeyesbutIcouldn't

movemybody,'wheream I?'Ithought

tomyself,Iturnedtheothersidebutno

Onewasinthehugebedroom.Anold

womencamein.

Her:"Ohyouareawake".

Shesaidthatandwentoutoftheroom,

shecamebackwithayoungboymaybe

hewaselevenortenyearsold,theboy

wasn'twearinganyT-shirt,hehada

markthatlookedexactlylikeZamani's

mark,hekneltdowninfrontofmeand

tookhishandtomychest,Iwas

confusedatfirstuntilhetookamugand

gavemetheliquidthatwasinside.He



turnedtotheoldladyandsaid:

Him:"MyJobisdonehere".

Theoldladybowedtohim andhewent

out.

Me:"Wheream I?".

Shedidn'trespond.

TwodayspassedandnoOnewas

speakingtome,theywouldcomeand

cleantheroom,givemefoodandthe

liquids.Iwokeupandmybody

responded,Iwasscaredtotouchthe

floorbutIdid,Itooktwostepsandfell

down,Ipickedmyselfupandslowly

wenttothetoilet.Icouldn'tremember

thelasttimeIhadabath,Iwantedto

usethebathroom sobadbutIwas



afraidtoasktheladiestohelpmeup.I

usedthebathroom andthankGodithad

ashowerandabathingsink,Itooka

bathandIopenedthehugewardrobe,

thewardrobehadexpensivelooking

vintagegowns,nothingthatIcouldwear,

IdecidedtowashthetracksuitthatI

waswearingandworeoneofthegowns

butIchosethesimplebabyblueone,it

fittedperfect,Iheardsomeonecoming

andIquicklywentinsidetheblankets.It

wasayounglady,shebroughtmefood.

Me:"Hi".

Shekeptquiet,maybeallthesepeople

weredeaforcouldn'tspeakatall,Iate

andgavehertheplate,shebowedand

wentoutoftheroom.Ineededtofind



Zamani,Istoodupandwenttothedoor,

whenIopenedIsawahugepassage,

thepassagehadlotsofpaintingsandit

wasbeautiful,Istartedwalkingnot

knowingwhereIwasgoingbutallI

wantedwastofindZamani.

Iheardsomesortoflikeapianoplaying

peacefully,Islowlyopenedthedoor,it

wasahugebeautifulbedroom butno

onewasthere.

Voice:"Whatareyoudoinghere?You

shouldbeinbedhealing".

IlookedaroundbutIcouldn'tsee

anyone,hecameoutofthebathroom,

dryinghishandswithatowel,hewas

tallwithabeautifulbody,hisjawlinewas

perfect,hewasveryhandsome.



Him:"Amandawhatareyoudoing

here?".

Me:"Iam notAmandamynameis

Minenhle".

Him:"Ohright".

Hisdimpleswereshowingwhenhe

startedspeaking,hiseyeswere

beautiful.

Him:"Thankyou".

Me:"Forwhat?".

Him:"ThatyouthinkIhavebeautiful

eyes".

Me:"Wait?Areyou-areyoureadingmy

mind".

Him:"I'm sorryforintruding,gobackto



yourroom".

Me:"IneedtoseeZamani".

Him:"Isaidgobacktoyourroom".

Hewasn'tsmilingbutstillhandsome

anyway,Islowlywentoutoftheroom

andwenttothebedroom Iwassleeping

in.Agirlcamein.

Her:"Hellodear,I'm Zoe".

Me:"Youspeak?".

Zoe:"WellMylipsaremovingand

there'satonecomingoutofmymouth,

soIguessIspeak".

Me:"Welleveryonewhocomeshere

neverspoketomenotevenonce".

Shelaughed..



Zoe:"Theywereprobablyfollowingmy

brothersrules".

Me:"Yourbrother,whoisyourbrother?".

Zoe:"Nicholas,theoneyoucamewith

here".

Me:"Theonewithdimples?".

Zoe:"Wellyah,hesentmeheretokeep

youcompany".

Me:"Ineedtogotoyourbrotherand

youwillshowmewhereheis".

Zoe:"NoIcan'theis-".

Me:"Youwilltakemetohim now!".

Iwasdeadserious,shestoodupandI

followed,Noonewastalking,theplace

washuge,wewentthroughalong



passageandalsowentdownthestairs,

hewassittinginalongtablealone

eating,thesepeoplemustberich.

Zoe:"Hereheis".

Me:"Nicholas,yournameisNicholas?".

Hecontinuedcuttinghissteakwitha

fork.

Nicholas:"Idon'tliketobedisturbed

whenI'm eating".

.

.

.

.

.

Me:"Butyoudodisturbpeopleintheir



sleep?Youarethestrangementhat

cametometheothernight,whoareyou?

Whatdowantfrom me?Itoldyouthat

I'm notAmandabutyoukepton

followingme!".

Nicholas:"WellyouareAmanda,you

andIhavealotincommon,youwantto

destroythenewKwa-NyamazaneKing

andIalsowantthat".

Me:"Idon'ttrustyou,whosentthe

peoplewhocameatthevillage?Wasit

yousoyoucouldbringmehere?".

Nicholas:"TherearealotofPanthersin

Kwa-Nyamazanethatmanwassentbut

notbymeofcourse"'

Me:"Iwanttogohome,pleaseletme



gobacktoZamani".

Hisfacechanged,hestoodupandwent

upbythestairs,Ifollowedhim.

Me:"Don'trunawayfrom me,Ineedto

knowwhyyoucallmeAmanda,Ineedto

knowwhoAmandais".

Heopenedhisbedroom doorandIran

inside,hewasangry,hepushedme

againstthedoorandIstartedshaking,

helookedatmestraightintheeyes,his

angercalmeddownhesatonthefloor,I

wasstillnervousbutIcouldseethat

somethingwastroublinghim.

Nicholas:"Shewasthepeople'sperson,

averybeautifulgirl.Shewasthesecond

personinKwa-Nyamazanewhohada



markofanangeloflight,they

discovereditwhenshewassixteen.I

likedhersomuchbutitwasimpossible

forustobetogetherbecausewewere

from differentworlds,Mykindisvery

dangerousandselfish,theytookher

markfrom herflash,shecriedinpain

andshewasbeatentodeath,Itookher

andranawaywithherinfrontof

everyone,Ikeptonfeedinghermyblood

andIknewitwasdangerous,afterthree

monthsshehealedandherawakening

wassomethingdifferent,shehadtwo

marks,amarkofaspearandamarkof

anangeloflight.Shewasdifferentand

dangerous,theykilledherbecauseof

that,yourboyfriendcanseethings,Ican



readpeople'smind,Ireadhis,heknows

exactlywhoyouareandwhatgonna

happentoyou,hehasseenyourpast

andthefuture,Ican'ttellyoubutifhe

lovesyouenoughhewilltellyou".

Ididn'tknowwhattosay...

Me:"Whydidyoubringmehere?".

Nicholas:"BecauseIhavehealershere,

Iwantedyoutobehealed".

Me:"Whoarethepeoplewhoattacked

thevillage?".

Nicholas:"itwasNqabaandhis

puppets,hewassentbymybigbrother,

Mybigbrotherssonisnowthenewking

ofKwa-Nyamazane".

Me:"YourbrotherisNtobeko'sfather?".



Nicholas:"Yes,youseeallthesepeople

here?".

Inodded..

Nicholas:"It'sthepeopleIsavedfrom

thejudgementandtheirparentsalso

decidedtocomestayhere,thePanthers

aredangerousandselfishbutAmanda

taughtmehumanityandeversinceyou-

shediedIhavebeenhonouringher

memorybysavingthepeoplefrom the

judgementandgivingthem anew

home".

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosaybuthow

arewegoingtostopyourbrotherand

hissonfrom destroyingthekingdom".

Nicholas:"Amandayouarestillweak,



waitforyourawakeningfirst".

Me:"Whatawakening?".

Nicholas:"Yourboyfriendwilltellyou,

heseesthefutureandspeciallyyours,

whenyousavedhim from hisjudgement

hewasshowneverythingbuthedidn't

tellyou".

Me:"Whereishe?".

Nicholas:"Isentsomeonetogotothe

villageandtellthem thatyouareawake".

Ididn'tknowwhattosayordo,I

believedthattherewasmorehewasn't

tellingme.

.

.
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Ididmentionsomethingaboutthe

Spoilers(Theconfusedpeople)You

can'tbeconfusedifyouarestill

expectinganotherinsertunlessifthe
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writingbecauseit'sclearthaty'allwant

thingstogoyourwaythatyoucan't

evengowiththeflowofthestory.

Ican'tskipthestorylinebecauseIwant

tofeedyourcuriousmindscozthestory

willbeabore.

Stopbeingconfusedandwaitforthe

nextinsert.
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IwaswaitingforZamanitocome,Ifelt

likethewholeKwa-Nyamazaneproblem

revolvedaroundme,Iwenttothe

bedroom,anunknownwomancamein.

Her:"Yourfoodisready,pleasefollow

me".

Me:"I'm nothungryyet,thankyou".



Her:"Butma'am youneedtoeat,Mr

Nicholassaid-".

Me:"Idon'tcarewhathesaid,Iam not

hungry".

Iheardavoiceinmyhead.

Voice:"Stopbeingstubbornandeat".

ItwasNicholas,heoncetoldmehecan

readpeople'sminds,Iwasn'tgoingto

eatIwantedZamani,Imissedhim.

Me:"Getthehelloutofmyhead".

I'm surethewomenthoughtIwascrazy.

Voice:"Iwon'tuntilyougoandeat".

Istoodupandfollowedthewomen,the

housewasmorethanlikeamansionit

washuge,Idon'tknowhowmanyrooms



youhadtopasstogettothekitchen,the

kitchenlookedexpensive,itwasalso

huge.Thetablewaslongmaybecan

accommodatetwentypeopleormore,I

refusedtoeatonit.Iateandthelady

quicklytookmyplate,Ithought

everyonewhoworkedforNicholaswere

hisslaves,Istoodupandwenttothe

kitchen,threewomenwerebusythere

preparingfood.

Me:"Hello".

Theygreetedmeback,Iwenttothe

womenwhogavemefood.

Me:"CanIhavewaterplease?".

Shequicklywenttothetapandpoured

water.



Her:"Heremiss".

Me:"Thankyou,areyouworkingfor

Nicholas?".

Her:"No,weareworkingforourselves".

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Her:"MrNicholasgaveushomes,food

andeverythingwecanaskforsothe

leastwecandoistoworkhereandwe

arenotactuallyworkingbecauseweeat

heretoo".

ThisNicholasguyseemedlikeavery

generousperson.

Me:"OhIsee,MrNicholasmustbea

verykindperson".

Her:"Heismorethanthatdear".



Ismiledatherandgaveheraglass

back.

Me:"Thankyou".

Istoodupandstartedlooking

around,theplacewasatriplestory

mansionhouse,Ihaveneverseenhow

thehouselookedontheoutsidesinceI

haveneverbeenout,Ilookedformy

room butIcouldn'tfindit,that'show

hugetheplacewas.

Therewasadoorthatwasslightly

opened,Isnuckin,itwasahuge

beautifulroom withnofurniturejusttwo

chairsandasmallsinglebed,theroom

hadpaintingmaterialsandpaintings,all

thepaintingswerethegirlwholooked

exactlylikeme,thereweremorethan



fiftypaintings.

Thegirllookedexactlylikeme,Iwas

surethatthepaintingswereNicholas's

paintings,Ilookedaroundtryingto

understandsomeofthepaintings.

Voice:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

ItwasNicholas..

Nicholas:"Igaveyouaroom andthat's

whereyoushouldbe,getout".

Me:"I'm sorryIgotlost".

Nicholas:"Isaidgetoutofhere".

Theguyhadsomeseriousangerissues,

Iwalkedoutandsawsomeoneatthe

passageandaskedforthedirectionsto

myroom,everyoneknewwhoIwasbutI



didn'tknowthem,theyweregivingme

thesamerespecttheyweregiving

Nicholas.Iwenttothebedroom,after

anhourawomenwassenttocallme,I

followedhertothelivingroom,Nicholas,

Zamani,Mthembu,KingNgubane,Mr

NeilandGloriawerethere.

IrantoZamaniandhuggedhim also

Gloria.

Gloria:"Howareyoufeelingnowdear?".

Me:"Iam feelingbetter,thankyou".

Zamani:"That'sgood,Wecannowgo

backtothevillage".

Inoticedthathewasnotinaverygood

mood.

Nicholas:"WellIdon'thaveaproblem



withthat,shecangobackhomeifshe

wantstoI'm justgladthatshe'sbetter

now".

Zamani:"Good,Let'sgo".

MrNeil:"Calm downZamani,Theboy

reallyhelpedusI'm surehecanhelpus

againinbringingpeacetoKwa-

Nyamazane".

KingNgubane:"Iagreewithyouonthat

one,wecan'tdefeatthePanthersalone,

thesepeoplearetoostrong".

Me:"MrMthembu,whathappenedat

themountain?Whatdidtheancestors

say?".

Hewashesitating..

Mthembu:"TheancestorsofKwa-



NyamazanechoseyouMinenhlebut

Nonkanyisoisnotclear,Shehasalso

chosenyouforsomethingelsethatshe

wasnotclearabout,butyouMinenhle

willbringpeace".

.

.

.

.

Me:"Idon'tunderstand".

Mthembu:"Somethingscannotbeclear

tome,youarethechosenone,youneed

tofindanswersyourself".

Zamani:"Wewillfigurethatout

together,let'sgobacktothevillage".



Nicholas:"Whatareyougoingtofigure

outtogether?Herawakeningwill

happensoon,shewillneedtobehealed

andtrained,hereIhavehealers,Itrain

peoplehowtousetheirpowersbecause

webothknowthatthebigjudgement

dayisnear".

Zamani:"Minenhlewillnotstayhere".

Nicholas:"Iwasjusttryingtohelp,if

youwanttotakeherit'sfineandifyou

alsowanthertostayhereit'sfine,we

haveenoughroomsforallofyou,we

canworktogether".

MrNeil:"Heismakingsense".

Me:"It'snotthefirsttimeyoutalkabout

theawakening,whatawakeningareyou



talkingabout".

HelookedatZamaniandMthembu.

Nicholas:"Yourboyfriendwillexplain

thattoyou".

Zamani:"It'snothingyouhavetoworry

aboutanditwon'tharm oraffectyou".

Inodded..

KingNgubane:"Ithinkit'sbestifwe

stayhere".

Zamani:"Wecan'ttrustaPanther

father!".

Me:"Ithinkifhewantedtodo

somethingtomehewouldhavedoneit

longbeforeyoucameandtherearealot

ofpeoplelikeyouZamanihere,people



withyourmark".

Zamani:"Iknowthatbutwecan'tstay

here".

Me:"Zamaniplease,itwillbebetterif

wearebothhere,together".

Nicholasjustrolledhiseyes,Inoticed

thattheybothdidn'tlikeeachother.

Nicholas:"Sowhat'sthefinaldecision?".

MrNeil:"Wearestayinghere".

Nicholas:"Good,Iwillsendsomeoneto

showyou,yourrooms".

Hestoodupandleft.

Zamani:"Idon'ttrusthim".

Awomencameandshowedthem their

roomsandfoodwasservedforus,we



ateinthelongtable,itwaslateIwentto

bed,Zamaniwasangryatmefor

agreeingtostay,Ithoughthewasjust

dramatic,hedidn'tevenwanttoseemy

room.

Itookabath,afterIgotinsidethe

blankets,thebedwasveryhugeand

comfortable.

.

.

'Itwasverysunny,Iwaswalkingina

desertedplace,Iwalkedandstarted

seeinghousesfrom afar,Iwastiredand

thirsty,Icouldn'twaittogettothose

housesandaskforwater.Itriedwalking

faster,whenIwasapproachingthe



housesIsawpeoplelayingdown,their

stomachswerecutopen,Ilooked

aroundaskingforhelpbuttherewas

noone,Isawmanydogscomingstraight

atmetheywereallblack,whenthey

werenearitwasnotthedogs,itwasthe

Pantherswithyelloweyes,Islowly

movedback,Iwasveryscared.I

screamedwhenIturnedbackbecauseI

wantedtorun,achildwasbehindme,

holdingahuman'sheart,itwasstill

beating,Iscreamedloudbutthechild

didn'tsayanything,hewasgivingmea

human'sheart,whenIlookeddownmy

mom waslayingdownlifeless,herheart

wastakenout,Icried.

Me:"Mama!Mama!".



Butshedidn'twakeup,thechildspoke.

Him:"Eat!".

Me:"You-youkilledmymother".

Him:"Sheisnotdead.Eat".'

.

.

Iwokeupwetfrom sweating,thetears

werestillcomingout,thedream feltreal,

soreal.Eversincemymom passed

awayIhaveneverdreamtabouther,

whatdidthedream mean?Iwasscared

toevengobacktosleep,Iswitchedon

thelights.From thereIcouldn'tsleepI

wasscareduntilmorning,Itookabath

andwentout.Itwasmorningbutpeople

werestillasleep,Iwalkedoutofthe



housefortheveryfirsttime.Itwasvery

hugeandeveryonewasleavinginside

butIwasn'tsurprisedbecausetheplace

wasbig,ithadmanydoors.Itwasgreen

everywhereandthemountainswere

hugeandbeautiful,Ineededsomefresh

air,Iwalkedtothefields.Nicholaswas

veryrichtobeowningsuchabig

mansionthataccommodatedlotsof

people.Outsidethereweresmall

beautifulhouses.

Iwalkedtothetrees,thecoolwarm

breezethatwasblewingwaseverything

Ineeded,afterthetreesIsawanopen

fielditwasgreeneverywhereand

beautiful,thereweremaybeelevenhuge

paintings,theywerealsolong,theywere



placednicelylikeinthemuseum oratan

exhibitionshow.

Theywereallwrittennames,Ididn't

recognizethefirstsixpaintings,the

seventhonewasthegirlthatlooked

exactlylikeme,theeighthonewasmy

mom.Mymom wasanormalhuman

beingwhodiedbecauseofcancer,what

washerpaintingdoinghere,Mylifewas

confusing,Ineededanswers.Ididn't

evenlookattheotherpaintingsorread

thenames,Istartedwalkingbacktothe

mansion.Ahugewindstartedblowing,a

windwasblackcomingstraightatme,

blowinghard,Itriedrunningbuttripped

overthewoodandfelldown.Iwassure



thattheblackwindwasgoingtokillme,

ahugeblackdogcameandthrewitself

intheblackwind,thewindturnedinto

thedog,itbothfoughtandtheotherone

criedinpainanddisappearedinmyeyes.

Whentheotheronelookedatme,it

wasn'tadog,itwasaPantherwith

orangeeyesbutitwashuge,veryhuge.

Itturnedtoahumanform,Imovedback

infear,itwasNicholas.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Icouldn'tspeak,Iwasnervous..

Nicholas:"Gobacktothehousenow!".

Me:"Buti-".

Hegavemeacoldlook,Ididn'twaitfor

him tosayitagain,Istoodupandwent



backtothehouse.

.
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IhadtomakeZamaniunderstandthat

Nicholaswasgoingtohelpus,hehad

lotsofpeoplewhowerewelltrainedand

wejusthadaveryfewvillagerswho

havenevertrainedbefore,Iaskedthe

cleaningladiestoshowmewherehis

room was,Iknockedandheopened.

Me:"Hey".

Isaidthatandgotinsidetheroom,all

theroomswerethesamesize,bigand

beautiful.

Zamani:"Hi,youlookbeautifulinthat

dress".



Ismiled.

Me:"Thankyou,areyoustillangryat

me".

Zamani:"NomatterhowmuchItryI

canneverstaymadatyou,Ijustmissed

youandIwasworriedsickaboutyou".

Me:"Imissedyouevenmore,Ithought

Nicholaswaslyingwhenhesaidhesent

someonetotellyouthatIwasawake".

Zamani:"Wellhewasn'tbecausehereI

am".

Me:"YouknowNicholassaid-".

Zamani:"MyLovecanwestoptalking

abouthim?".

Me:"Areyoujealous?".



Zamani:"Youcan'tblameme,Mthoko

andthekidstoldmetosendtheir

greetings".

Me:"Howaretheydoing?".

Zamani:"Verygood,thekidsarevery

happy".

Me:"I'm gladthattheyare".

Iwassittingonhisbed,hegotontopof

meandwestartedkissing,GodImissed

him,hestartedliftingupmydressand

brushedmythighs.Iheardavoiceinmy

head.

Voice:"Don'tdoit,please".

Theonlypersonwhogotintomy

thoughtswasonlyNicholas.



Iignoredthevoiceandcontinued

kissingZamani.

Voice:"Please,I'm beggingyou,don'tdo

it".

IstoppedkissingZamani.

Zamani:"Babywhat'swrong?".

Iwasn'tgoingtotellhim thatNicholas

invadedinmythoughts.

Me:"Nothing,Ihaven'thadanythingto

eatsincemorning,ain'tyouhungry?".

Zamani:"Ijustate,yougoandeat,I'll

seeyoulater".

Istoodupandstartedwalkingout,Iwas

nothungry,IneededtofindNicholas



andtellhim tostopinvadinginmy

thoughts,whathewasdoingwasillegal

whereIcamefrom,hewouldhavespent

yearsinjailforinvadingintosomeone's

privacy,Idon'tknowwhichworldthey

werefrom.Whathewasdoingreally

mademeangry,Ihatedit.

Iwalkedtohisroom andknocked,No

oneresponded,Iheardnoiseinsideasif

someonewascryinginpain.Iopened

thedoorandgotinside,Nicholaswas

layinginhisbeddyinginpains.

Me:"OhmyGod".

Ididn'tknowwhattodoortosaytohim,

hiseyeswereyellow,glowing.

Nicholas:"Ge-getou-ahh".



Hestartedcryingagain,hisveinswere

showinginhisskin.

Me:"Nicholas,youneedhelp,letmeget

someonewhocanhelpyou".

Nicholas:"Don't!!".

Hewasinseriouspains,hisbodywas

sweating,hiseyesglowing.

Me:"Nicholas,youneedhelp!".

Nicholas:"Isaidgetoutofhere".

Icouldn'tleavesomeonedying,ahuge

birdcamethroughthewindow,I

screamed,Nicholaslayedstill,hedidn't

move.

Me:"Getout!Getout!".

Iscreamedthattothebird,iteyeswere



glowingjustlikeNicholas'seyes,it

spreaditwingsandwenttoNicholas,I

wasscaredIthoughtthemoviesIhad

watchedinmylifewerescaryuntilIsaw

thebird,itsleptinNicholas'schest,after

somefewminutesNicholasturnedtoa

Hugepantherandwalkedoutofthe

window,thebirdfollowedhim,whatwas

goingon?

Iwalkedtothewindowbuthejust

disappearedinthetrees.

Iranoutside,IlookedinthetreesbutI

couldn'tseehim orthebird.

Dayspassedandtherewasnosignof

Nicholas,Iwasworriedabouthim,Ikept

onthinkingthatmaybesomethingbad

happenedtohim.Ididn'ttellanyone



whatIsaw.

Mthembu:"IthinkIneedtogobackto

Kwa-Nyamazane".

Wewereallshocked..

KingNgubane:"Why?Thesepeople

mightdosomethingbadtoyou".

Mthembu:"Theystillknowthatatthe

mountain,IwanttotalktotheNgubane

ancestors,there'sadream thatis

botheringmeeverynight,Ineed

answers".

KingNgubane:"Iunderstand".

Hestoodup,hetookhisthingsand

startedburningthem,heprayedand

calledhisancestorsandNonkanyiso.



Afterhewasdone,hestoodupandtook

hisstuff.

.

.

.

.

MthembuwasgoneandNicholas

disappeared,Ilosthope.Iwenttositon

thecouchesthinkingaboutmyfamily.'

Whatifmydadandmybrotherswere

worriedandlookingforme'Iasked

myself.Zamaniandtherestjoinedme.

MrNeil:"Whereishe?".

Me:"Who?".

Nicholascamein,Iwasshockedtosee



him aliveandhealthy.

Nicholas:"I'm sorrytocallyouallhere

insuchashortnotice,MrNeilyour

villagewillbeattached".

MrNeil:"What?Bywhom?".

Nicholas:"Theyaresearchingforany

personwithamarkofanangeloflight".

Me:"OhGodthekids".

MrNeil:"Whatarewegoingtodo?".

Nicholas:"NothingisgoingtohappenI

sentPantherstolookafteryourpeople

butitwon'tbeforeveryouneedtofigure

outhowyoucanhelpthem".

Me:"Yourplaceisbig,Canyouatleast

keepthem hereuntilallthisisover".



Nicholas:"No,Ihaveenoughproblems

already".

Hestartedwalkingout.

Me:"Wait!".

Hestoppedandlookedatme.

Me:"Youoncetoldmethatyouand

Zamaniknowaboutmypastandfuture,

tellme,tellmeeverythingthatyou

know".

Theykeptquiet..

Me:"Ineedtoknownow".

Zamani:"YesIkneweverythingbutI

havelostallthememoriesofyou,Ialso

don'tknowhow".

Me:"Stoplyingtome!".



Nicholas:"Heistellingthetruth,Ialso

can'treachyourmind,Itriedtogetinto

yourmindandtellyouaboutthevillage

attackbutIcouldn't,Ihavelostallthe

memoriesofyou".

Me:"How?"

Nicholas:"Someoneisbusywithyou".

Me:"Theremustbesomethingwecan

do".

Nicholas:"Idon'twannadothisbut

sinceyouareinsisting,Zamanicome".

Zamani:"Todowhat?".

Nicholas:"Juststopbeinganassand

listentome".

Zamani:"I'm go-".



MrNeil:"Thisisnotaboutyoutwo

pleasestopit".

Theystopped,NicholastoldZamanito

sleeponhisbackinthecouch.

Nicholas:"LiftupyourT-shirt".

Hedid,HishandwentaroundZamani's

mark,heclosedhiseyesandhestopped

butstilltouchingthemark.

Nicholas:"Iwantyoutosayeverything

thatyousee".

Aftersomefewsecondshestoodup,

Zamani'seyeswereclosed,hemade

loudnoise,Irantohim butNicholas

stoppedme.

Zamani:"Iseeacage,someoneistied

upinacage.Death!Death!Theyare



takinghertothedarkmountain,theyare

killingherAhhhh".

Hecriedinpain..

Zamani:"Iseeherdeath,Isee

Minenhle'sdeath".

Bloodstartedcomingoutofhisnose,

hisfatherrantohim,Iwasnumband

scared,whywerethingssocomplicated.

Irantomybedroom andlockedthedoor,

Noonefollowedme,Icriedmyselfto

sleepthefollowingdayIwokeup

becauseIwashungry,Iwantedtoeat

butIdidn'thaveanappetite.

"Isitpossibletogobackhome,tomy

fatherandmybrothers?".

Iaskedmyself,whatifthatwasn'tmy



fight,whatifIwasmeanttodiejustonly

inthebeginning.Ipouredwaterinthe

glassanddrankit.

Nicholas:"Goodmorning".

Me:"Hi".

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"I'm not,I'm goingtodie".

Nicholas:"I'm sorryIwishtherewas

anythingIcando,Ican'tevengetinto

anyone'sthought,someoneisblocking

usallbecauseeveryoneherecan'thear

orfeelpeople'sthoughts".

Me:"Everyonehere?".

Henodded..

Me:"I'm notgoingtodie".



Nicholas:"What?".

Me:"IsaidI'm notgoingtodie,youtold

methatAmandawastakentothedark

mountainforherjudgement,right?".

Nicholas:"Yes".

Me:"Someonehereisplayingwithall

yourminds,Zamaniwasshown

Amanda'sjudgementnotmine,Iam not

goingtodie,thereissomeoneplaying

withyourminds".

Nicholas:"Youareagenius".

Me:"Comehere,IthinkIwillneedyour

help".

Itookaglassofwaterandwenttomy

bedroom,Itookmybraceletandcut

Nicholas'swrist,Zamanicamein



withoutknocking.

Zamani:"What'sgoingonhere?".

AtfirstIdidn'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"Ibelievethatsomeoneisplaying

mindgameswithyou,Thisplace

belongstoNicholasIneedhisbloodand

minetos-".

Zamani:"Ohwait!Youareexchanging

yourbloodwithhis?".

.

.

.

.

Me:"No!It'snotlikethat".



Zamani:"Thanit'slikewhat?TellmeI

needtoknow".

Me:"YousawmydeathsoIneedclarity

onthat,pleaseZamaninothingelseis

goingonhere,Iam stressedIcouldn't

evensleepatnight".

Zamani:"Iunderstand,I'm sorry,that

wasveryselfishofme".

Me:"Ineedhisbloodbecausethisishis

Kingdom,IusedyourbloodatKwa-

Nyamazanebecausethatwasyour

kingdom".

Zamani:"Okdowhatyouhavetodo,I

am sorry".

Ismiledathim..

Me:"Noproblem".



Nicholas:"Mybloodiscomingoutdon't

forgetthat".

Icleanedthebraceletandcutmywrist

too,Iwantedtopourbothdropsofour

bloodintheglassofwaterbutIcouldn't,

somethingwaspushingmetodo

somethingelseasitwaspushingme

beforeonhowtohealZamani,Itookmy

wristtomymouthafterfinishingItook

Nicholas'swristtomymouthanddrank

hisblood.

Nicholas:"It'senoughnowstop".

Icouldn'tstop..

Nicholas:"Isaidstopit".

Heroughlytookhiswristawayfrom my

mouth,Ibecameweakandfainted.



'

.

.

Iwastheretellinghim thatI'm getting

someonetohelphim,abirdopenedit

wingsandsleptonhischest,hethen

changedhishumanform toaPanther,

andjumpedthroughthewindow,hewas

runningthroughtheforestveryfastand

thebirdwasfollowinghim,heranand

ranfasteruntilhegottoasmallhouse

insidetheforest.Hechangedbacktoa

humanform,hewentinside,therewasa

manandawomen,anotherthreeman

camein,Heboweddown.Anoldman

spoke.



Him:"Whydidn'tyousayyourloveris

back?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout".

Him:"Don'tfoolmeson,sheisdanger

tomyGrandson,toyou,tousandto

everyonehere".

Nicholas:"Youarewrongfather,sheis

nodangertoanyone".

Him:"Weheardthatshehasnot

regainedhermemoryofherpastlife,

sheneedstodiebeforeherawakening".

Nicholas:"Howmanytimesareyou

goingtokillher?Everytimeyoukillher

shewillberebornagain,givehera

chance,gettoknowher,sheisno



dangertoanyone".

Him:"Nicholas!".

Nicholas:"Father".

Him:"IfIeverhearthosewordscoming

from yourmouthagain,Iwillhaveno

shameinkillingmyownson,doyou

hearme?".

Nicholas:"IhearyouFather".

Him:"Wearegoingtofinishthepeople

ofgreenvillage,Panthersshallriseand

ruleagain,youwilldealwiththatstupid

loverofyours".

Nicholas:"Nofather,Iwillneverkillher".

Him:"Youwill".

Nicholas:"Oneofuswillhavetodie



hereandnow,Amandaisnotgoingto

die,tellyourstupidgrandsonNtobekoto

gotohell".

Him:"Youwillnever-".

Nicholasranfastinaspeedofa

Panther,hepunchedhisfatheronhis

headandtwistedhim,whenheturned

around,heturnedaroundwithhis

father'sbeatingheart,holdingitwithhis

lefthand,hisclotheswerefullofblood

andhishands,thewomencriedoutloud,

hecalledtheblackpantherthatwas

outside,hekneltdown.

Nicholas:"GotoKwa-Nyamazaneand

givethistomybigbrother,befast,he

needsitwhileit'sstillbeatingandfresh".

'



.

.

Iwasshowneverything,Iwokeup

coughing,everyonewassurroundingme.

Zamani:"Babyareyoualright?".

Myeyescouldn'tstoplookingat

Nicholas,hekilledhisownfatherforme.

Hestoodupandlefttheroom,it'slike

heknewthatIwasshownsomething.
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There'sasayingthatsays'Lifeis

unpredictable',wetrulydonotknow

whattomorrowholds,nooneknows

whatwillhappenwiththeirliveswhen

tomorrowcomes,it'swisetolivefor

today,notforyesterdayortomorrow,

yesbepreparedfortomorrowbutnever

liveforitbecauseyoudon'tknowwhat



tomorrowholds,ironicright?

WhenIpassedoutIsawwhereNicholas

wentwhenhejumpedthroughthe

window,IfeltitlikeIwastherewithhim,

hisfathersaidhisloverisbackandshe

mustbekilled,why?Whenhewaslaying

inbedcryinginpain,Ifeltit,myheart

sanksodeeply.Therewasmoreto

savingtheKingdom,Zamaniand

Nicholasknewitbuttheywouldn'ttell

me,theirmemoriesofmehavebeen

erasedsothatmeansIhadtofindout

myself.

Iwasinmybedroom thinking,Zamani

openedthedoorandinterruptedmy

thoughts.

Zamani:"Hey".



Heleanedoverandkissedme.

Me:"Hi".

Zamani:"Howareyoufeelingnow?

Whathappenedtoyou?".

Me:"Nothing".

Zamani:"Butyoupassedoutandwhen

youwokeupitwaslikeyousawaghost

orsomething".

Iwasn'tgoingtotellhim whatIsaw

actuallyIwasn'tgoingtotellanyone,I

smiledandlookedathim.

Me:"NothinghappenedmaybeIjust

needtodetoxmyself".

Helookedatmequestionably.

Me:"What?Comeonpleasebelieveme,



there'snothingwrongwithmeandI'm

healthysostopworryingaboutme

okay?".

Zamani:"Okay".

Wechilledandtalked,Imissedhim,I

missedspendingtimewithhim.We

wentdownstairsforlunch.

Me:"Where'sNicholas?".

Zamani:"Ihaven'tseenhim today".

Somethingwasnotright,Ifeltit.

Me:"Soisyourmemoryofmeback

yet?".

Zamani:"BabyIwishthereissomething

thatIrememberbutthereisn't".

Me:"Iunderstand,Ifeellikewearenot



doinganything,Ntobekoneedstobe

stoppedunlessmorepeoplearegoing

todie".

Zamani:"MyfatherandGloriaareatthe

lounge,let'sgospeaktothem".

Wefinishedeatingandwenttothem

Nicholaswasalsotherereadingabook,

Gloriawasknittingsomething.We

greetedthem.

Me:"Sowhatisthewayforward?".

Theylookedatme.

Me:"Imeanpeoplearesufferingand

othersarelosingtheirliveseachand

everyday,weneedtofindasolutionto

allthis".

Nicholas:"Yourmemoriesofherarenot



backyet?".

HesaidthatlookingatZamaniand

Zamanishookhishead.

Nicholas:"Ihavetotakeyou

somewhere,come".

Zamani:"I'm comingwith".

Nicholasjustrolledhiseyesin

frustration..

Gloria:"Iwillprayforyou,comehere

sweetheart".

Shehuggedme,Gloriawasthemost

sweetestpersonever,Ifeltsorryforher

becauseshedidn'thaveanychildrenof

herownotherwiseshewould'vebeena

greatmother.



KingNgubane:"Iwillalsoprayforyou".

WestoodupandfollowedNicholas,we

wentoutsidestraighttotheforest.

Zamani:"Areyoutryingtokillus,this

forestiscreepy".

Yep.Itwascreepyanddarktoo.

Nicholas:"Justshutup".

Zamani:"YouareaPantherwecan't

trustyou,maybeyouwanttoeatus".

Nicholas:"EvenifIwantedtoeatyou,

youarenotmytaste,Idon'teatrotten

blood".

Ilaughedalittle,Zamaniwasannoyed,

theydidn'tlikeeachother.

Zamani:"Youareanasshole".



Nicholas:"Youdon'twannagothere

buddy".

Hecontinuedleadingtheway,Nicholas

barelysmiled,hewastallwithbroad

shoulders,hehadabodytodiefor,he

hadsmallgreeneyesthatchanged

colourregularlywithdeepdimples,he

wasbeautifulandthewayhewasacting

itwaslikeheknewit.

Zamaniwastallandhandsome,healso

wasfitwithabeautifulbody,hewas

veryhandsome.

ThereIwaswalkingwithtwohandsome

guyswhodidn'tlikeeachother,noone

wastalkingbecausewhenonestarted

talkingtheotherwouldbeirritated,I

decidedtoalsokeepquietandfollow



them.Theforestwasdeepanddark,

Nicholaswalkedfree,Iontheotherside

washoldingZamanibyhisarm because

Iwasscared.

.

.

.

.

.

Theleavesstartedcracking,someone

wascoming,Nicholasstoppedand

stoodinfrontus,hiseyeswereroaming

around.

Me:"I-".

Nicholas:"Shhh-".



Ikeptquiet,therewereorangesmall

lightssurroundingus,itwasthe

Panthers.

Nicholas:"Icomeinpeace".

Hekneltdown,awomencame.

Her:"NicholasParker,Whatapleasant

surprise,Whatcanwedoforyou?".

Nicholas:"Icametoaskforpermission

toseetheelders".

Shelookedatusandnoddedherhead

tothescaryPanthersandtheymoved

away,theladystartedleadingtheway.

Wegotinsidethehousethatwashidden

underthehugetrees,itwasbeautiful

inside,verybeautiful,wesatonthe

beautifulcouches.Twoolderwoman



cameandsatonthefloor,aftertwo

minutesonewomanstoodupandleft

theroom,Whatwasgoingon?Ilooked

atNicholasbuthedidn'tsayanything,

thewomanspoke.

Her:"WhatareyoudoinghereParker,

youcan'tcomehereafterwhatyoudid?".

Nicholas:"Icameinpeace,Ineedyour

help".

Her:"Youshouldn'tbehere,youkilled-".

Shestoppedandlookeddown,whenher

headgotup,shelookedatme,straight

inmyeyes.

Her:"Getherawayfrom here,Leave!".

Iwasconfused,wasshetalkingtome?

Butobviouslyshewasbecauseshewas



lookingstraightatme.

Me:"Nicholas".

Nicholas:"Please,weneedyourhelp".

Her:"YoucommittedacrimeNicholas,

youneedtogetoutofhere".

Zamani:"Let'sgo".

Me:"No!Wecan'tgo,PleaseMa,Please

justhearusout,listentowhatwecame

heretosayplease".

Iwashopeless,Ineededanyhelpwe

couldget.

Her:"Leave!".

Westoodupandheadedtothedoor.

Nicholas:"Run!".

Zamani:"What?".



Nicholas:"Isaidrunanddon'tlook

back".

Westartedrunning,Nicholascame.

Nicholas:"Getonmyback".

Wewereconfused,hechangedtoa

HugePantherandwegottohisback

andhedroppedusbythegate,he

lookedatusoncemoreandwentback.

Me:"Weneedtohelphim".

Zamani:"Whateverthatisgoingon

betweenthePanthersisbetweenthem

notus,hewilldealwiththem".

Me:"What?No?Hewastryingtohelp

us,yourKingdom isindangernothis,he

wasonlytryingtohelp".



Zamani:"Babylookatme".

Ilookedathim..

Zamani:"Don'tstress,wecan'tgoback

theretohelphim,thePanthersare

dangerouswedon'thavewhatittakes

tofightthem,foryoursafetypleaselet's

goinside,hewillcomeback".

Inoddedandwewentinside.

Zamani:"Iwillgofreshenup".

Inoddedandhekissedmyforehead,My

heartsankeverytimeIthoughtabout

Nicholas.Ilookedthroughthewindow,

everyonewasbusywiththeirdaily

chaos.Iwentoutsidetothetrees

thinkingthatmaybeIwasgoingtosee

Nicholasbuthewasn'tthere.



Mykneesgotweak,mybodywastired,

mymouthnumb.

IlookedaroundbutNoonewasaround,

Ifellonmyknees,Itriedcalling

Zamani'snamebutIcouldn'tevenhear

myvoiceorfeelmymouthmoving,Ifell

ontheground.

Voice:"She'smoving".

ItriedtoopenmyeyesbutIwassotired,

Ifellbacktosleepagain.WhenIwoke

upIwasstilltired,Ilookedaroundthe

room,itwasthesameroom Iusedwhen

IwasstillstayingatKwa-Nyamazane.

Me:"Whatam Idoinghere?".

Iaskedmyself..Istayedinbedforafew

minutes,aroyalworkercameinside.



Her:"Hi,Iwastoldtogiveyouthese,

everythingyouwillneedisinsidethe

bathroom".

Me:"I-".

Her:"TheKingisnotaverypatientman,

Iwilladviceyoutobathquicklyandgo

tothelounge".

Shesaidthatandleft,Istoodupanddid

whatshetoldmeandwenttothelounge.

TheQueen,herMother,Zinhleand

Ntobekowerethere.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youarestill

beautiful,comesithere,areyounot

hungry?".

Ilookedatherinshock.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Youhavelost



weight,letmegetyousomethingtoeat".

Whywasshefriendlytome?

Ntobeko:"TakeasitMinenhle".

Me:"Youkidnappedme".

Ntobeko:"Nonsense!Iwillneverdothat

toyou,takeasit".

Me:"Iwanttogetoutofhere".

.

.

.

.

.

Theylookedateachother,Queen

Nonhlanhlacamewithaplateoffood,I



washungrybutIwasnotgoingtoeat

herfood.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Heredarling,you

caneat".

Me:"Areyoutryingtopoisonme,think

againNonhlanhlabecauseIwon'tfallfor

it".

Ntobeko:"Ifwewantedtokillyou,we

wouldhavedoneitinyourpeaceful

sleep".

Me:"StillIwon'teat".

Ileftthem,Ididn'tknowwhereIwas

goingbutIneededtogetout,therewere

moreguardsthaneverbefore.Myheart

startedsinkingagain,Ihadareally

terribleheadache,Iwentbackinsideto



thekitchenforwater.

Zinhle:"Heyareyoualright?Yournose

arebleeding".

Myheadachewasgettingworsethan

before.

Ntobeko:"Let'shelphertotheroom".

Theytookmetotheroom,itwaslikeI

waslosingmymind,myheadwasgoing

crazyandtoopainful.

Theylookedaftermeandforcedmeto

eat,Iwasaskingmyselfthatwhyallofa

suddenweretheynicetome.Adoor

openedMrMthembucamein.

Helookedatmeintears,Iwasinpain.

MrMthembu:"Iam sorry,Iam really



sorryMinenhle".

Ididn'tunderstandwhyhewassorry.

MrMthembu:"Iam thecauseofallthis".

Hekneltdownnexttomeandtouched

myhand.

MrMthembu:"Theycametome,they

cametomefirstbeforeKingNgubane

came,whenIwenttothegreenvillageI

wassentbythem,Iam reallysorry".

Hewasintears..

MrMthembu:"Ihavebeenfaithfulto

Ngubaneforalltheseyearsbutatthe

endIbetrayedhim,Iam theonewho

blockedNicholasandZamani's

thoughts,Iam thereasonwhyyouare

here,Iam workingforthem now,Ireport



everythingtothem".

Icouldn'tbelievewhathewastellingme.

Me:"Why?".

MrMthembu:"The-Theywerewatching

me,ifIdidn'tdowhattheywantedmeto

dotheywould'vekilledme".

Me:"Aretheygoingtokillme?".

Iaskedinwhisper,myvoicewas

shaking.

MrMthembu:"No,theyarenotgoingto

killyou,theywanttokillNicholas".

Me:"What?No!WhereisNicholas?".

MrMthembu:"Inthecellsunderground,

Iam sorryforwhattheyaregoingtodo

toyou,theywillbreakthebondbetween



youandNicholasandkillhim".

Me:"Whatbond?".

MrMthembu:"Iam sorrybutafter

breakingthebondtheywillforceyouto

marryNtobeko".

Me:"What?".

MrMthembu:"Youarethefruitofevery

Kingdom,theancestorsgaveyouand

ZamaniataskofsavingthisKingdom

buttheyhaveblockedeverythingthat's

whytheancestorsarenotevenhelping

you,Nicholascannotdie,saveNicholas

becauseoncehedieseverythingwillbe

amess".

Me:"Butwhywouldtheywantmeto

marryNtobeko".



MrMthembu:"Becausewhenyour

awakeningcomes,youwillbestronger

thananyangeloflight,strongerthanthe

Pantherthathaseverlived,theonewho

willsharehis/herbloodwithyouwill

haveastrongandanunbreakablebond

withyou,ifyoumarryNtobekonowhe

willgiveyouhisbloodonyour

awakeningandyouwillhavenochoice

buttoprotectandfightforthem,they

wanttouseyouforpower,nothingelse".

Iwaslosingmymindmore,Iwasalso

sweating.

Me:"WhataboutZamani?

MrMthembu:"Theancestorsgaveyou

andhim thetaskofsavingthisKingdom

anditpeople,theyneversaidheisyour



soulmate".

Me:"Thanwhoishe?".

MrMthembu:"Yoursoulmateisthe

onewhowillriskeverythingjusttosave

yourlife,itcanbeNtobeko,Nicholasor

Zamanibutbetweenthethreeyoung

man-".

Me:"Youseethings,obviouslyyou

knowsomething!Stoptalkinginriddles

andtellme".

MrMthembu:"Theybroughtyouhereto

marryNtobeko,Nicholasisinpains

undergroundtheymightkillhim

anytime".

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutallthatnow,I'm

sickofthisstupidkingdom Ijustwantto



dieandbefreefrom allthis".

MrMthembu:"Wellit'syourchoice,

GoodluckPrincess".

.
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Iwasinpains,Whathetoldmemade

myheadacheevenworse,Iwantedto

giveup,Iwantedtodisappearordie,

Mthembudidn'teventrytohelpme.

HowwasIgoingtostopNtobekoand

theweddingtheyhadplannedforus.

SomeonegotinbeforeIevensaid'

Comein'itwasQueenNonhlanhlaand

Zinhle,Igotangry.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Howareyoufeeling

now?".

Ijustlookedatthem,Ihatedthem.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Iseethatyou



finishedallyourfood,youwillbefine

darlingandaftereverythingisdoneyou

willthankus".

Zinhlejustweaklysmiledatme.

QueenNonhlanhla:"IwillleaveZinhle

herewithyou,youneedsomeonewho

willlookafteryoutonightsinceyouare

notfeelingwell".

Me:"That'ssokindofyoubutIlikemy

privacy,ifIneedanythingIwon't

hesitatetocomeandknockatyour

bedroom door".

Shesmiled,"mxm Witch"Ithoughtto

myself.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Okdarling".

Theystoodupandleft,everytimeshe



spokeIwantedtopuke.Istoodupand

dranktheparacetamoltheygaveme,I

madesureIdrankenoughwater.

Iopenedthedoorandwentoutside,

thereweremanyguardsoutside,Iguess

theywerePanthersbecausePanthers

whodidn'tbathproperlyhadtheweird

smell.Theguycametome.

Him:"Youshouldbeinsidesleeping".

Me:"Hellotoyoutodear".

Him:"Hima'am,youshouldbeinside,

it'snotsafeouthere".

Me:"WellIthinkI'm safesinceyouare

allheredoingyourjobs".

Istoodupandstartedwalkingaround,I

sawNtobekocoming,Godthesepeople



reallypissedmeoff.

Ntobeko:"Whatareyoudoinghereand

atthistime?".

Me:"Am Iyourprisoner?".

Ntobeko:"Nobut-".

Me:"Exactly,youhaveallthesestinky

smellinganimalsherelookingafterthis

palacesoIwouldn'tescapeevenifI

wantedto,sopleaseleavemeinpeace".

Ntobeko:"Itsdangeroushere".

Me:"Whywouldyouhireallthese

guardsifyoudon'ttrustthem?".

Ntobeko:"Minenhlepleasegotoyour

room andsleep".

Me:"Iwillgotomyroom butIneed



somefreshair,myheadachegetsworse

ifI'm lockingmyselfinthatroom,

Please".

Hebrushedhishead.

Ntobeko:"Ok".

Me:"Andpleasetellyourpeopletostop

followingme,I'm toosicktoescape".

Helookedatmeandsmiledabit.

Ntobeko:"Youareaveryinteresting

womenMinenhle,Itrustyouandthese

peoplewon'tfollowyounow,takeyour

timeoryouwantmetojoinyou?".

Me:"No!ImeanIprefertobealone,

thankyou".

Hesmiledandnodded,Igavethestinky



smellingguardawickedsmileand

startedwalkingaroundslowly.Noone

wasfollowingme,Iturnintothecorner

andstartedrunningasfastasIcould.I

arrivedintheCellsbutthestairswere

toolong,Iwentdown,itwasdark,the

stupidestthingtheguardsdidwasto

nothavetheguardsintheirprison,I

touchedthewallbutcouldn'tfindthe

mainswitch.

Me:"Nicholas!Nicholas!".

Nicholas:"Amanda!".

Godnotthatnameagain..

Me:"Whereareyou?Pleasemakea

soundorsomethingsothatIcanfind

yourcell,Pleasehurry".



HetouchedthechainsandIsearched

wherethesoundwascomingfrom and

foundit.

Nicholas:"Ican'tseeyou".

Me:"Becauseit'sdark".

Hetouchedmyface,hecouldn'tbelieve

thatitwasme.

Nicholas:"Yo-youcameforme".

Me:"Youneedtogetoutofhere,

changetoyouroriginalPantherform

andgobackhome,theywillkillyou

here".

Nicholas:"Ican't,Ihavelosttoomuch

blood".

Me:"Weneedtoopenherefirstbutwait,



Whatdoyouneed?Water?".

Hekeptquiet,Istretchedoutmyhand

andtouchedhismouth.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Me:"Takeit,drinkmyblood".

Nicholas:"Ican't,Ama-".

Me:"Please,Weneedyou,youcan'tdie

here".

Nicholas:"Butstilltheywillkillyou".

Me:"Theywon'tkillme,theyneedme

buttheydon'tneedyou".

Nicholas:"Ican't".

Me:"Nicholas,Youkilledyourown

fathertoprotectme,nowit'smyturnto

repayyou".



.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"Ididn'tkillhim forthat,there

wasmoretothat,youwon'tunderstand

anythingnow".

Me:"Please,I-".

Nicholas:"Idon'twantyoutogetinto

anytrouble,Iwilldrinkyourbloodand

leaveyouunconscious,eventhoughthe

thoughtofitmakesmesick,Idon'twant

youtogetintotrouble".

Me:"Anything,Ijustdon'twantyouto

diehere".



Nicholas:"Iftheyfindyouhere

unconsciousitwillbelikeIdidallthatto

you,theywillblamemenotyou".

Me:"Justdoitalready".

Nicholas:"Ihatetodothis,Iwillcome

backforyouIpromise".

Hebrushedmyhandandfeltmyveins

withhisfingers,hewhispered.

Nicholas:"Iam sorry".

Ifeltthesharppainthatlastedfora

second,Ifeltthebloodrunningfast

throughmyveins,itwashotandthe

feelingwasrelaxing,Ididn'twanthim to

stop,Ifeltdizzyandcollapsed.

WhenIwokeupDrHowardwasbusy

withthepapers,Ntobeko'sfamilywas



alsointheroom.

DrHoward:"Finallyyouareawake".

Theyallrushedtome.

Ntobeko:"Youscaredme,IthoughtI

waslosingyou,thatdogwillpay".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Doyouremember

whathappened?".

WellIrememberedexactlywhat

happenedbutIwasn'tgoingtotellthem.

Me:"No,I'm tiredIneedtorest".

.

Herbloodreallyhelpedhim,he

recoveredinstantlybuthehatedtohurt

her,heranfasteruntilhesawhis

Kingdom from afar.Hewasabandoned



byhisfamilyataveryyoungage,hefelt

veryproudwhenhesawhowhis

Kingdom hasgrown.Hegotinsideand

rushedtohisbedroom foraquick

shower,heknewexactlywherehewas

goingtofindZamani.

Nicholas:"Yousonofabitch!Youfailed

toprotecther,Whatkindofaboyfriend

areyou?Youarealoser".

Zamani:"Itwasyou,youtookher".

Nicholas:"Itookherwhere?youdon't

evendeservetobeherboyfriendIdon't

evenknowwhatsheseesinacoward

likeyou".

Zamanipushedhim butNicholaswas

quicktopunchhim inhisface,his



mouthstartedbleeding,Zamaniwiped

offthebloodandpunchedNicholasin

hischest.

KingNgubane:"Whatthehellareyou

twodoing?Haveyougonecrazy".

Nicholas:"Itsthisstupidcowardof

yours".

Zamani:"YouthinkIdidn'ttry?Ilooked

forher,IlookedforhereverywherebutI

couldn'tfindhersodon'tcomeherewith

yourstupidaccusations!".

Theybothstoodsidebysidetryingto

catchtheirbreaths.

Nicholas:"Weneedtofindthem before

theydosomethingstupidtoher".

Zamani:"Whereisshe?".



Nicholas:"Ntobekohasher".

Zamani:"I'm goingtherenow!".

Nicholas:"Areyououtofyourmind?

Whatdoyouthinktheywilldotoyou?

Throwacelebrationpartythatyouare

finallyback?ThinkNgubane".

Zamani:"Whatiftheykillher?".

Nicholas:"Theywon't,Icanfeelher

heartbeatsandthoughtssinceshegave

meherblood".

Zamani:"Youwhat?Youdrankher

blood?".

Heaskedthatcomingstraightathim

butKingNgubanewasquicktostophim.

Zamani:"Youwillneverchange,a



Panthercanneverchange,Whatareyou

goingtodonow?Drinkallourblood".

Nicholas:"Shutthehellup!Sheisthe

reasonwhyI'm here,theyweregoingto

killmeandshesacrificedherfreedom

forme,weneedtofindawayofgoing

backthereandsaveher.Thosepeople

aretoomany,weneedmorepeoplewho

willfightwithus,weneedtogetthere

beforeherawakening".

KingNgubane:"Ifwedon'tgetherback

beforeherawakeningNtobekowillgive

herhisbloodright?".

Nicholasnodded.

Zamani:"Minenhleisboththelightand

darkness,sheistheonewhowillbring



peaceandchangebutifsheisontheir

sideshewilldestroyus".

Nicholas:"Sheisscared,Icanfeelit,

sheisscaredofmarryingNtobeko".

Zamani:"Whenaretheygetting

married?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowbutit'svery

soon".

.

.

.

.

Iwasgettingbetter,DoctorHowardwas

doingeverythinghewastoldtodoand

theyrefusedtogivemeanother



person'sbloodbecausetheydidn'twant

mybloodtobemixedwithanyother

blood.

Wewereinthesittingroom,theyalready

toldmeabouttheweddingandI

pretendedlikeIdidn'tknowbutdeep

downitwaskillingme,itwasfunnyhow

'power'canchangepeople,Ntobeko's

familytreatedmelikeaneggthatthey

didn'twanttobreakallbecauseof

'Power'

QueenNonhlanhla:"Ithinkweneedto

callMthembu,youguyscangetmarried

here,wewillbethewitnesses".

Ntobeko:"That'saverygoodidea

Mother".



What?Noitwasn'tagoodidea.

Me:"What'stherush?Iwillmarry

NtobekobutIthinkwehavetowaita

little".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Why?".

Godthewomanwasgettingonmy

nerves.

Me:"Ntobeko,canIspeaktoyou,in

privateplease".

Henodded,Iledhim tohisbedroom,it

wasbeautiful.

Me:"Doyouloveme?".

Ntobeko:"Ihavehadacrushonyou

eversinceIfoundyouhereinthis

house".



Ismiledathim.

Me:"Good,Iwanttomarryyousobad

butyoucan'ttreatmelikeaslaveora

prisonerinthishouse".

Ntobeko:"Nowearenot".

Me:"Butyouare,ifyousayyouarenot

youweregoingtoshowyourmother

andyourgrandmotherthatwhoisthe

manhere".

Ntobeko:"Idon'tunderstand".

Me:"Tellthem toplanthisweddingbutI

willtellthem whenisitandwhattodo,

theyshouldstarttreatingmelikethe

queenofthisKingdom".

Ntobeko:"Iwilltellthem tolistento

everythingyousay".



Me:"Andiftheydon't?".

Ntobeko:"Theywilldancetothemusic,

NoonesaysnotowhatIsay,youare

soontobequeensoeveryoneshould

listenanddowhatyoutellthem todo".

Ismiledathim.

Ntobeko:"ButhowdoIknowthatyou

arenottrickingme?Proveit,proveto

methatyoureallywanttobemyqueen".

GodIwantedtodie.

Icameclosertohim,Ibrushedhis

stomach,hestartedsweating,Irolled

myeyes,hewasbreathingheavily.

Ntobekoalwaysactedlikeaplayerbut

byjustbrushinghissixpackhewas

startingtosweat,wait!Washereallya



playerorhewasjustpretendingtobe

one?Ikissedhisrightcheekand

stopped.

Me:"Yousee,butwecan'tgoany

further,notuntilweareofficially

married".

Ntobeko:"Okmysweetheart,Iwillgo

tellthem now".

Me:"Weneedtostartshowingthem

whoistheKingandwhowillsoonbethe

queenhere".

Ntobeko:"Yesyourhighness,everything

youwish,youshallreceive".

Ismiledandblewakissathim,hewas

happy,IswearIhadnevermetastupid

guylikehim inmyentirelife.
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Ididn'tknowwhatwasspecialaboutme

butwhateveritwas,Iwasprayingto

Godtogivemestrengthandtouseitto



helppeopleifitwaspossibletodoso.I

wasinthebedroom missingeveryoneI

leftbehindbutmostlyIwasmissing

Zamani,onlyGodknewhowmuchI

lovedhim.

AfterfresheningupIwenttothekitchen,

Iheardthem talking,Ihidmyself.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Thisgirlisupto

something,whydidsheagreetomarry

youjustlikethat?".

Ntobeko:"Let'splayhergame,shewill

neverwinbutshewillmarrymewhether

shelikesitornot".

Zinhle:"Butwhydon'tyouleavethe

poorgirlalone".

Ntobeko:"Weneedherbutwewon'tbe



fooledbyher,sheisuptosomething,

shetoldmetotellyoutolistentoher

anddoeverythingshesays".

MrsHlongwa:"Yousee!Iknewit,this

girlisuptosomething,I'm gladthatwe

sawitbeforeanythingworsehappened".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Mother,calm down,

let'splayherinherowngame".

Ntobeko:"Actstupidinfrontofher,do

whatevershewants,askwhatcolours

shewantsforthewedding,letherplan

everythingbecauseweallknowthatin

theendwewillhavewhatwewant".

MrsHlongwa:"Butididwarnyouabout

thisgirl".

Ntobeko:"Whatdoyouwantmetodo



grandmother,thatgirlwillgiveus

everythingwehavealwayswantedbut

let'snotgiveherachancetofoolus".

Zinhle:"ButShe'sinlovewithZamani".

Ntobeko:"DoyouthinkIdon'tknowthat?

".

Iranbacktomyroom,theyknewabout

myplanbutIwasstupidtothink

Ntobekowilldancetomytune,justlike

that.

IhadtogobacktothekitchenbecauseI

washungry,theyweresittinginthe

diningtableeating.

Me:"Morning".

Theygreetedmeback..



Ntobeko:"Helpyourself,howdidyou

sleep?".

Itookasitandstartedeating.

QueenNonhlanhla:"Ntobekoistelling

usthatyouwanttoplantheWedding".

Me:"Isit?".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Wellyoucantalkto

uswewillhelpyou,everythingyouneed

willhappen".

Theywereverybadatpretending.

Me:"Youcanplaneverything".

Theyalllookedatmeshocked..

Ntobeko:"Butthisisyourwedding".

Me:"Itisbutyourmom willsoonbemy

mothertoo,shecanplaneverythingand



besidesshehasagoodtastein

everything".

Theylookedateachother,theythoughtI

wasgoingtodemandandtellthem

whattodobutafterIheardthem talking,

Ichangedmymindaboutmakingthem

sufferintheirownhome,Iwasn'tlike

thatbutIwasalsonotgoingtoallow

them tomakemeafool.

Ntobeko:"Whydon'tyoucomewithme

tothecouncilmeeting?".

Me:"Me?Why?".

Ntobeko:"Sinceyouwillsoonbethe

queen,youneedtolearnhowwedo

thingshere".

Me:"Iwillgochangefirst".



Zinhle:"NooffensebutIthinkwe

shouldgooutforshopping".

Shopping?AreweFriendsnow?I

wantedtoaskherthatbutIdidn'twant

tosoundrude.

Ifinishedeatingandwenttomyroom to

change,therewasaknock,itwasSindy.

Me:"GodhowdidyouknowI'm here,I

missedyou".

Ihuggedher.

Sindy:"Imissedyoutoobutwait,I'm

angry,whydidn'tyoucometomy

room?".

Me:"Ihavebeenstressed,alothas

happenedandit'sstillhappening,I'm

sorryfriend".



Sindy:"Wewilldiscussthatlater,you

needtocometomyroom now".

Me:"Ican'tbabe,Ihavetogo-".

Sindy:"Please".

Me:"OkafterthecouncilmeetingIwill

come,notnow".

Sindy:"Youaregoingtothecouncil?".

Inodded..

Sindy:"Okbutpleasecometomyroom

whenyouaredonewitheverything".

Me:"OkI'llseeyoulater".

Imissedmyclothes,whenIleft,Ileft

everythingbehind,Ichangedtoapairof

jeansIwasn'tgoingtowearanything

fancy.



IwentoutandNtobekowasalready

waitingformeoutside.

Ntobeko:"Youlookbeautiful".

Irolledmyeyes

Me:"Comeon,it'sjustaJean".

Hesmiled,wewalkedtothecouncil

house,whenwegotinside,itwasa

beautifulhugeofficewithleatherchairs.

.

.

.

.

Ntobekosatonhishugechairthatwas

differentfrom theotherchairs,onlyone

personcame,itwasMrMvuyane.



Ntobekowhispered.

Ntobeko:"Fuck,thismandidn'tcome

again".

Helookedreallypissed.

Me:"Whoareyoutalkingabout?".

Ntobeko:"Noone,don'tworryaboutit".

MrMvuyane:"YourHighness,Iam

sorryforbeinglate,I'm justgonnamake

thisshort".

Ntobelonoddedbuthewasn'thimself.

MrMvuyane:"Whenareyougetting

married?".

Ntobeko:"Wedon'tknowthedateyet

butweareplanningeverything".

MrMvuyani:"Nonkanyisohasn'tbeen



outintwomonths,youneedtoget

marriedtomorrow".

Me:"What?Wearestillplanning

everything".

Ntobeko:"MrMvuyane,thisisallnewto

Minenhle,aleastwecandoforheristo

givehertimetobepreparedforthis".

MrMvuyane:"I'm afraidnot,Iwillcall

Mthembuandwewillallbehereas

witnessesandthanyoucandoyourbig

weddinglater".

Iwasangry,Ifeltlikemywholeworld

wasbreakingintopieces.MrMvuyane

tookhisphoneandcarkeysandleft.

Icrossedmyarmsandlookedat

Ntobeko.



Ntobeko:"Minenhlei-".

Me:"Youwhat?Whyareyourushing

things?Istheresomethingyouare

hidingfrom me?".

Hedidn'tknowwhattosay,hebrushed

hishead.

Ilefthim standingthere.

Ntobeko:"Wait,wherearegoing?".

Igavehim acoldlookandrantoSindy's

room,tearswerecomingout,Nicholas

promisedtocomebackformebuthe

didn'tcomeback.

Ididn'tevenknockIpushedthedoor

andgotinside,Isatonthefloorand

cried.



Sindy:"What'swrongnow?".

Me:"I'm marryingNtobekotomorrow,

Nicholaspromisedtocomebackforme

andasforZamaniIdon'tevenwantto

talkabouthim,I'dratherdiethanto

marryNtob-".

Voice:"Cryingdoesn'tsuityou".

WhenIlookedupitwasNicholas,I

whispered.

Me:"How-".

IlookedatSindy.

Sindy:"WellItriedtotellyou".

IstoodupandhuggedNicholas,I

couldn'tbelievethathecame.

Me:"WhereisZamani".



Nicholas:"Wellyourstupidass

boyfriendisbusytakingcareof

somethingelse,he'stheonewhotook

metothisroom".

Me:"Youcame".

Nicholas:"I'm amanofmyword".

Hesmiledandwinkedatme,theguy

wasagoddess,hewastoohandsome.

Nicholas:"Sothebigdayistomorrow?".

Me:"Wellwejustgonnasayourvows,

theyarestillplanningthebigwedding".

Nicholas:"Thesepeoplearetooclever,

areyoualrightthough?".

Me:"I'm notalright,thesepeopleare

toomany,theywillkillyou".



Nicholas:"Dontworryaboutthatbutthe

weddingwillneverhappentomorrow".

Helookedatmestraightintheeyes,my

heartstartedbeatingfast,Ilookedthe

otherwaytryingtobreaktheeyecontact.

IloveZamaniIkepttellingmyselfthat

everytimeIlookedatNicholas.

Me:"IthinkIhavetogobackbefore

theysendasearchpartyforme".

Nicholascouldn'tstoplookingatme,I

wasavoidinghiseyecontactthewhole

time.

Nicholas:"Canyougiveusamoment?".

Sindystoodupandlefttheroom.

Me:"Whyareyoulookingatmelike

that?".



Nicholas:"Nothing".

Me:"Nothing?".

Nicholas:"Yesnothing".

Hecameclosertome,veryclose.

Me:"Nicholas".

Nicholas:"Hmm".

Hewasveryclosetome,hewastaller

thanme,helookeddownonmeandI

lookedupandclosedmyeyes,Ifelthis

hishandwipingmycheek,hestopped

andIopenedmyeyes.

Nicholas:"Youstillhadatearonyour

cheek,Ididn'twantyourfiancetosee

thatyouwerecrying".

Ilookedtheotherway,Iwas



embarrassed,whyonearthdidIthinkhe

wasgoingtokissme?Iwasalwaysa

fool,firstofallIwasinarelationship.I

didn'tknowwhattosayordo,Nicholas

knewhowweakIwas.

Me:"Hm-I-".

GodIwasstuttering.

Nicholas:"Yesyouneedtogo,Iwillsee

youlater".

Inodded,hewasveryamused,Iopened

thedoorandleft,whenIpassedthe

loungetomyroom MrsHlongwa

stoppedme.

MrsHlongwa:"Iheardthebignews,I'm

sosorrychild,I'm sureyoumustbe

feelingveryterrible".



Shewasmockingme.

.

.

.

.

Me:"NoI'm not,I'm happywiththeway

thingsaregoing,Ihavetogotomy

room".

Ileftherspeechless,Iwenttotheroom,

theroyalworkercametogivemefood

andIate,Itoldthem thatIwantedtobe

leftaloneandtheywerekindenoughto

respectthat,Iwasworriedabout

NicholasandZamani,Ikeptonpraying



andprayingthereweremanyguardsat

thepalaceandhalfofthem wear

Panthers,Ilockedmyselfinthe

bedroom untillate.Ntobekocame

running.

Me:"Whoischasingyou?".

Ntobeko:"Locktheroom anddon'tgo

out".

Me:"Why?".

Ntobeko:"DoasIsay".

Heleft,wellIdidn'tlocktheroom

becauseIknewthatwhoeveritwas,it

wasNicholasandZamani.Itookmy

runningtakkiesandworethem.Islowly

openedthedoorbutIcouldn'tsee

anyone.Iwalkedout.



Zinhle:"Whereareyougoing?".

Me:"IthinkI'm goingtobeyour

brotherswifenotyours".

Shelookeddown.

Zinhle:"Thepalaceisbeingattacked,

theytoldustostayindoors".

Me:"Okay".

Isaidthatwalkingout.

Zinhle:"Wait,pleasetakemewithyou,

takemeplease".

Me:"WhosaidI'm going?Youdisgust

meNtombezinhle,youarejustlikeyour

motherandyourevilgrandmother".

Zinhle:"I'm no-".

Iwalkedoutside,itwaschaotic,Ihid



myselfwithmyhoodieandfollowed

thosewhoweregoingoutsidethe

palace,theywerecarryingsomeone,my

heartstartedracing,someonegrabbed

meandclosedmymouthwithhishand,

hepulledmeontheotherside.

Voice:"Shh".

ItwasNicholas..

Me:"WhereisZamani,theyaregoingto

killsomeone".

Nicholas:"Zamaniisfinewearegoing

tomeethim outside,let'sgo,wehaveto

seewhotheyaregoingtokill".

Itwaschaotic,noonenoticedus,we

didn'tfollowtheguards.

Nicholas:"Comethisway".



Ifollowedhim,IsawZamaniandranto

him,Imissedhim somuch.

Zamani:"Baby".

Me:"Ithoughtit'syou,Ithoughttheyare

goingtokillyou".

Zamani:"No,let'sfollowthem".

Theywenttotheforest,wewatched

them digabighole,itwasagrave.

Zamani:"That'smyfather".

Me:"What?".

Nicholas:"Butwetoldhim nottofollow

us,Godthiscan'tbehappening".

Zamani:"I'm goingthere,I'm goingto

stopthem".

Nicholas:"Areyououtofyourmind?



Theywilldiganotherholeforyou".

Zamani:"No!Heismyfather".

Me:"Nicholasstophim".

Nicholastookahugewoodandhit

Zamanionhishead,hefelldown.

Me:"Areyououtofyourmind".

Nicholas:"Itwastheonlywaytostop

him".

Me:"Theyaregoingtoburyhisfather

alive".

Nicholas:"Waithere".

Me:"Zamani,Zamaniwakeup".

Hewasingreatpain,Iheardaman

screaminginpainwhenIlookeddown,

thePantherswerefightingeachother,I



couldn'teventellwhowasNicholas

betweenthem.

Me:"Zamaniwakeup!Wakeup!".

Zamani:"Hmm".

Me:"Weneedtogetoutofherecome".

HetriedwakingupbutIcouldtellthat

hisheadreallyhurt.

Zamani:"Father,myfather".

Me:"Heisgoingtobefinebutlet'sget

outofhere".

Westoodupandstartedrunning,we

stoppedwhenwesawaPantherinfront

ofus,IheldZamani'sarm forprotection,

itwaslookingatusmovingupand

down.Ahugestonehititintheheadand



itfelldown,itwasZinhlewithherfather

KingNgubane.

Zinhle:"Heisbleeding,weneedtoget

outofhere".

Me:"Waithow-howdidyoufindus?".

Zinhle:"Apantherbroughtushereand

itwentback".

Me:"Nicholas".

Westartedwalking,wewerefarfrom

thosewhowerefightingbutIcouldhear

them crying,Ilookedaroundbutitwas

onlyus,Iheardmanyvoicesinmyhead,

somewerecrying,someweretalking.I

wasreallylosingmymind,Ikepton

lookingaround.

Me:"Doyouhearthat?".



Zamani:"What?".

Thevoicescouldn'tstop,Iwasgetting

nervous.

Me:"Voices,they-voices".

Zamani:"Minenhle!".

Iwasgettingweak,mybodywastired,I

couldn'tevenmove,Ifelldown.

Zinhle:"Zamani,dosomething!".

VoiceskeptgoingonandonbutI

capturedjustonevoicethatkepton

sayingonething.

.

.

.



.

Voice:"Innocentpeoplearedying,

innocentpeoplearedying".

Mybodywassweating.

Me:"Whatdidtheydo?".

Butmanyvoicesspokeatthesametime.

Zamani:"Baby,lookatme".

KingNgubane:"Iam thecauseofall

this,Ishouldn'thavegonethere,Istole

from them".

Ikeptwhispering.

Me:"Whatdidtheydo?".

Zamani:"Minenhle,openyoureyesbaby

pleasedon'tgiveuponyourself,please".

KingNgubane:"Isshedead?".



Voicesdidn'tstop,thatonevoicecame

back.

Voice:"Fire!Fire!".

Myenergywasslowlycomingback,I

openedmyeyes.

Zamani:"OhThankGod!Drinkhere".

Me:"Innocentpeoplearedying,Fire".

Zamani:"What?".

Me:"Ihavetogo,Ihavetogoback".

Zamani:"Areyoualr-".

IstoodupandranbacktotheKwa-

Nyanazaneforest,Iwasrunningvery

fastwithoutevengettingtired.Itwas

chaotic,thePantherswerefightingeach

other,theywereevendestroying



people'shomes,Ilookedaroundbut

theyalllookedthesame,theonly

differencewastheeyesandthatothers

werebigandsomeweresmall.

Zamani:"Minenhlewhatareyoudoing?".

Hefollowedme,Iignoredhim and

lookedaround,thebabywascryingand

therewasNoonewithhim.Thepanther

cameandkilledthebaby,thePanthers

wouldopenyourchestandtakeyour

heart,thatishowtheykilled.

Zamani:"Wewilldiehere,let'sgo".

Me:"No!I'm notgoing,come".

Werantooneofthehouses,theydidn't

openthedoorforusbutwebrokethe

window,whenwegotinsideanoldman



waspointingaknifeatus.

Me:"I-ImeanI'm notheretohurtyour

familysir,allIneedismatches,please".

Hedidn'tsayanything,hewasnervous,

hetookthematchesandopenedadoor

forus.

Me:"ZamaniIneedsomethingthati'-".

Zamani:"Wait".

Therewasacaroutside,heopenedit

andtriedtotakethepetrolout.Wegot

justalittleandrantotheforest.We

poureditontheground.

Zamani:"Theysawus,lightthe

matches".

Itriedbutmyhandswereshaking.



Me:"Ican't".

Zamani:"Minenhle,Doitfast!".

WhenIlookedupweweresurrounded,

Ntobekochangedtohisoriginalhuman

form.

Ntobeko:"Well,Wellbrotherandmy

beautifulfianceofcourse".

Me:"Whyareyoukillinginnocent

people?".

Ntobeko:"Weareattachedinourown

land,allwearetryingtodoistoprotect

ourselves,Yourfathermydearest

brotherstolefrom us,Ineedhim here".

Me:"Youarecrazy".

Ntobeko:"NoI'm not,Ihavebeenvery



goodtoyouasI'm goingtobeavery

goodhusbandtoyou,babycan'tyousee

thatwearebeingattacked?Iam

innocenthere".

Me:"Youareoutofyourmind".

Ntobeko:"Comebackhomewithme,

theyaretryingtouseyou".

Zamani:"Ntobekostopallthis

nonsense!".

Ntobeko:"Tellherwhyyourfatherstole

from us,tellher!".

IlookedatZamani.

Ntobeko:"Hisfatherstoleanallelic

liquid,thatliquidwillhelpyouspeedup

yourawakeningandobviouslytheirplan

istomakeZamanigiveyouhisbloodon



yourawakening,theyareusingyoufor

power".

Me:"Blood?".

Ntobeko:"Ohtheydidn'ttellyou?You

arethemoststrongestpersonthathas

everlived".

Zamani:"Stopit!".

Me:"Zamanishutup!".

Ntobeko:"Youareboththelightandthe

darkness,Nonkanyisolivesthroughyou,

whoevergivesyoutheirbloodonyour

awakeningwillforeverbeboundtoyou.

Thetruthis,weareallhereneedyou,we

allwanttouseyouforPower.Ifwekill

you,youwillbereincarnatedagainsoit

isbettertomakeyouusefulnow".



Everyonewasinhis/heroriginalform,I

sawNicholasatthebackbuthebroke

theeyecontact.

Ntobeko:"Soweareallherenow,

choose,whichKingdom doyouchoose

tobewith,NoonelovesyouAmanda".

Me:"Iam notAmanda!".

Ntobeko:"YouwereAmandabeforeyou

diedyearsago,youarestillAmandaand

infutureyouwillstillbeAmanda,No

onelovesorcaresaboutyou,weareall

afteryourpowernothingelse".

Tearswererollingdown,Zamaniand

Nicholashidallthatfrom me.

.



Ntobeko:"Everyoneherewantstoown

you,youarecapableofdestroyingand

buildingtheentireplanet,ifyouchoose

me,Ipromisetotellyouallaboutyour

pastlife,Ipromisetogiveyou

everythingyouneed.Ineverliedtoyou

buttheydid,yourboyfriendandthat

manovertherehidthetruthfrom you

becausetheywanttouseyou,Choose!".

.

.
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Ntobeko:"Everyoneherewantstoown

you,youarecapableofdestroyingand

buildingtheentireplanet,ifyouchoose

me,Ipromisetotellyouallaboutyour

pastlife,Ipromisetogiveyou

everythingyouneed.Ineverliedtoyou



buttheydid,yourboyfriendandthat

manovertherehidthetruthfrom you

becausetheywanttouseyou,Choose!".

Iwashurt,everyonewhopretendedto

careaboutmedidn't,Iwipedmytears

andstoodup,manypeoplewere

surroundingus.

Zamani:"Minenhle,pleasedon'tlisten

tohim".

Me:"Isittrue?".

Zamani:"Babyi-".

IslowlywalkedtowhereNicholaswas

andlookedathim,Nicholasdidn'towe

meanything,hehelpeduswherehe

could,Zamaniwasmyboyfriendhewas

theonewhowassupposedtotellme



thetruthaboutme,Ilookedathim and

wenttowhereNtobekowas.

Ntobeko:"Choose!".

Me:"Why?".

Ntobeko:"Wehavethreekingdomshere,

theoneyouwillchoose,youwillrule

togetherwiththeKingofthatkingdom".

Me:"Yousaidallofyouwantstoown

me,youneversaidanythingabout

ruling".

Ntobeko:"YesBut-".

Me:"Iam strongerthanallofyouhere,

howcanyouownsomeonewhois

strongerthanyou?".

Ntobeko:"Youwillonlybestrongafter



yourawakening,nowyouareweak!".

Me:"Idon'tneedanawakeningtobe

strong,Iam strong".

Ntobeko:"Whichsideareyouon?".

Ilookedatallofthem,Zamaniwanted

tocry,Ntobekowasfeelinghimself,he

feltlikehehadcontrolovereverything,

Nicholascrossedhisarmsandlooked

atme,hedidn'tlookworriedorscared,

hewashimself.

Me:"Ichooseme".

Peoplestartedmakingnoise,whispering

toeachother.

Ntobeko:"What?".

Me:"IsaidIchoosemyself".



Ntobeko:"Impossibleyouhave-".

Me:"Ihavetowhat?Nooneherewill

ownme,Iownmyself,Ichoosemyself".

Ntobeko:"You-".

Itookthematchesandlightit,thefire

wassmallbecausethepetrolwasnot

toomuch.Ntobekoandtheother

Panthersstartedlaughing.

Ntobeko:"Youareweak!Isthiswhat

youwanttoscareuswith!".

Myheartstartedracing,Ilookedaround

butallthetreesweregreentherewasno

waythattheycouldcatchthefire,what

didthevoicemeanwhenitkepton

sayingfire?".

Isearchedaroundthegroundand



NtobekothoughtIwascrazythewayhe

waslaughingatme.

Zamani:"Minenhlegetup".

Ifoundasharpsmallglassandcutmy

hand.

Zamani:"Babypleasestopit".

Amancameoutofnowhere.

Him:"Stopher!".

Nicholas:"Nodon'tstopher!thisis

whatyouwantedright?Sothisiswhat

yougonnagetbrother!".

Iallowedmybloodtocomeoutinside

thefireandthefireevaporatedandwent

bigger,thefirewasorangeandsilver,

everyonestartedrunning.



Zamani:"Let'sgetoutofhere".

Me:"Don'ttouchme".

Nicholas:"Amandawehavetogo".

Me:"Leavemealone".

Iranandjumpedthroughthefire,

Pantherswereafraidoffirebecause

theyallranawaywhenthefiregot

biggerandIknewthatZamaniwasn't

goingtofollowmebecausehedidn't

haveitinhim totakerisks.

.

Zamaniwasgoingcrazybutthefirewas

toobig,Nicholascouldn'tgetinsidethe

firebecauseheknewtheconsequences

andthedangersthatcamewithit.



Nicholas:"Youaregoingtodie,let'sget

outofhere".

NicholaschangedtohisPantherform

andcarriedZamaniwithhim not

forgettingZinhleandherdadwhenthey

arrivedatNicholas'sKingdom,his

Pantherswerehurtbutnottoomuch.

Theytookabathandaftertheygathered

inthelivingroom.

Nicholas:"I'llgocheckonmypeople".

Hispeoplewerehidingsomewhereat

Kwa-Nyamazaneforestwhentheywent

torescueMinenhle,hetrainedthem well

becauseNoonelosthislifeinthefight

butsomehadtheminorscratcheshere

andthere,hethankedthem forfighting

withhim.Nicholasbelievedinhumanity,



hebelievedthatwhenyoutreatpeople

good,theywillalsodothesametoyou

inreturn.Hedidn'tlearnthatallby

himselfsomeoneveryspecialtaught

him that.

.

.

.

.

HispreciousAmanda,Nicholaswas

luckyenoughtogiveAmandahisblood

beforeshediedandshelefthim withso

Manygoodmemories,Amandawasa

rarespecies,hethought.Shewasn'tthe

personwhowouldallowpeopletocross

herbutshehadaverygoodheart,he



losteverythingincludinghishome

becausehechoseAmandabutasfor

Minenhlehedidn'twanttoforceherinto

givingherhisblood,Minenhlehadthe

righttochoosebutAmandadidn't

becausetherewasnootherchoice

sinceshewasunconscious.Whenhe

firstlearnedthatMinenhlewellhis

Amandaofcoursewasback,hewanted

todoeverythinginhispowertomake

herrememberherpastlifebutallthat

changedbecausehethoughtthatwas

veryselfish,ifAmandawasdestinedfor

him,shewasgoingtocomebackbut

Nicholaslovedherenoughtolethergo

andchooseherownhappinesswith

Zamanibutthatwasn'tgoingtostop



him from protectingthem.Nicholas

camebackfrom hispeopleandsat

down,theywerelookingateachother

notknowingwhattodo.

KingNgubane:"Ifwearegoingtolook

forher,wherearewegoingtostart?".

Nicholas:"Sheisstillangry".

Zamani:"Maybeshediedinthatfire".

Nicholas:"Thatfirewasmadewithher

blood,itwillneverkillher,thatfirewill

goonfordaysonlyshewillstopthat".

Zinhle:"Whataboutthehouses?".

Nicholas:"Shestartedthisfireinthe

forestsoalltheKwa-Nyamazaneforest

willburnuntilshecomesbackand

stopsit".



Zamani:"Thisisallmyfault".

Nicholas:"Youaredamnright,what

kindofaboyfriendareyou?".

Zamani:"DoyouthinkIhadachoice?".

Nicholas:"Youalwayshaveachoice,

sheisinthemiddleofnowhereanything

canhappentoher,doyouevencare?".

Zamani:"Icaremorethanyouknow,I

loveherokay,IwasshownthatImight

loseheronherawakening,doyouthink

thatwaseasyforme?Doyouthinkit

waseasywakingupeachandeveryday

pretendingthatIwillspendtherestof

mylifewithherknowingexactlythat

someonemighttakeheraway?".

Nicholas:"Youalsocanspendtherest



ofyourlifewithher,anyonecangiveher

his/herblood,youshouldhavetoldher

thetruthfrom thestart".

KingNgubane:"Pointingfingersateach

otherwillnothelpneitherofus,weneed

tofindhermaybesheisindanger".

Nicholas:"Wellcountmeout,Ineedmy

beautysleepback".

Zamani:"Areyououtofyourmind?".

Nicholas:"Sheisyourlovernotmine,so

pleaseIneedtorest".

Nicholasstoodupandleftthem with

theirmouthsopen.Nicholaswenttohis

room,infrontofZamanihepretended

asifhedidn'tcarebutdeepdown

Minenhle'sdisappearancereallybroke



hisheartintomillionpieces.

Zamanicouldn'teveneatnorsleep,he

wantedtoapologizetoherandtellher

howmuchhelovedher,heblamed

himself.

Thefollowingdaytheywereallsittingat

thediningtablehavingtheirbreakfast.

TwomencamecarryingMinenhle,they

allstoodupandwenttoher.

.

.

-Minenhle

Zamanitriedtotouchme,Iwasweak

butIwasn'tgonnafallinhishands,for



what?

Minenhle:"Don'ttouchme!".

Helifteduphishandsinsurrender,they

tookmetomyroom,awomencame

withaplateoffood,glassofwater,a

cupofcoffeeandajuice,Iwas

famished,Iateanddrankacupof

coffee,Iopenedabathtapandgot

inside.IwastiredifthePanthersdidn't

recognizemeandcarriedmehereI

wouldhavedied,Iowedthem.Itooka

verylongbathandrested,Ididn'tknow

thetimewhenIwokeup.Iwenttothe

livingroom whereeveryonewas,Zinhle

wassittingnexttoNicholas,herhand

wastouchinghisthigh"Bitch"Ithought

tomyself,Isatdownanddidn'tsay



anything.

Zamani:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Igavehim acoldlookandfocusedon

mindingmybusiness,wellitwasn't

exactlymindingmybusinessbecause

Zinhle'shandonNicholas'slapreally

caughtmyattention.

Nicholaslookedatme,itwaslikehe

wasreadingmymind,hehalfsmiled

andlookeddown,Godhewasgoingto

bethedeathofme.

.

.

.

.



'IloveZamani'Ikeptsingingthose

wordstomyself.

KingNgubane:"Wherewereyou?".

Me:"Iwalkedhere".

Nicholas:"Lies,it'salongdistanceto

here".

Me:"Themanwhobroughtmehere

foundmeinthemiddleofnowhere,

Whatisshedoinghere?".

Zinhle:"MinenhleI'm sorryfor

everythingwehavedonetoyou".

Sorry?Ikeptquiet.

Zamani:"Canwetalk?".

Me:"Wecan't,youbothhidthetruth

from me,why?".



Nicholas:"Hehiditfrom younotme".

Me:"Butyoustillknew".

Nicholas:"Iam nothingtoyousothat

meansIdon'toweyouanything,here

arethepeoplewhooweyouthat

explanation,yourboyfriendandyour

fatherinlaw,notme".

Thathithome,Idon'tknowwhyIcared

somuchbuthiswordsbrokeme.

Me:"Youareright,inthatcaseIshould

leaveyourplacetoo".

Zamani:"What?".

Me:"JuststopitZamani".

Iwenttomyroom toputmyshoeson,I

don'tknowwhyIwasangrybutIwanted



togetout.

Voice:"Areyoudone".

ItwasNicholasstandingbytheframeof

thedoor,armscrossedinhischest.

Nicholas:"Whyexactlyareyoumad,is

becauseIdidn'ttellyoutherealtruth

aboutyourselforyouareangrybecause

youfoundZinhle'shandonmylap?".

Iwasavoidinghim,helockedthedoor

andcametome.

Nicholas:"Talk,Zinhleisareally

beautifulgirl".

Ilookedathim,washebeingserious?".

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?".

Nicholas:"Nothing,butyouaretheone



whodoesn'tknowwhatyouwant".

Me:"IknowwhatIwant".

Nicholas:"Really?".

Hecameveryclosetome,Iwantedto

pushhim butIcouldn't,weweretoo

close.

Nicholas:"Yourbodyreactssofast

aroundmeandIfyouknowwhatyou

wantwhydon'tyoupushme?".

Me:"GetoutNicholas".

Nicholas:"Youneedtorestandstop

beingchildishbecauseyouarenot

goinganywhere".

Hewinkedatmeandleft,temptations

wererealbutIwasn'tgoingtoallow



anythingtocomebetweenmeand

ZamanieventhoughIwasangryathim.

Myheartwasreallysayingtheopposite,

IfeltlikeIwasstuckinbetweentwo

menNicholasandZamani.

.

-TheNgubanePalace

Thefirewasdestroyingtheforestandit

wasalsoheadingtothemountains.

QueenNonhlanhlacamerunningand

crying.

QueenNonhlanhla:"NtobekoIcan'tfind

Zinhle,Ican'tfindmydaughter".

Ntobeko:"Mother,lookaround,doyou



seethissmokealloverthisKingdom?".

Shenodded.

Ntobeko:"ThatistheonlythingI'm

worriedaboutrightnow,thisfireis

destroyingmykingdom,Ntombezinhle

isatwentythreeyearoldgrownass

women,maybeshefoundaboyfriend

anddecidedtorunawaywithhim".

QueenNonhlanhla:"ButNtobek-".

Ntobeko:"ShutthehellupMother-".

Hewasfurious,runningupanddown.

Ntobeko:"Minenhlehastocomeback

andstopthisfire".

QueenNonhlanhla:"Howarewegoing

toconvinceher?".



Ntobeko:"Thereisonlyonewaymother,

wewillkilleveryAngeloflightliving

amongstus,that'showsheisgoingto

comeout".

.

.
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Myfeetwerekillingme,theyweretoo

painful.Idecidedtorestabit,Iactually

didn'tliketobedisturbedwhenIwas

asleepandIwasgladthatthepeople

aroundmerespectedthat.Averycool

breezeofairwokemeup,thecurtains

wereopenedandtheroom wasclean,I

knewthatthehousehelperswerethe

oneswhocleanedtheroom without

disturbingmysleep.Theyalways

insistedonmakingmybedbutI

preferredtomakeit,earlymornings

werealwaysthebest,freshlygroomed

coffeewaswhatmadeitbest.Yep,they

greweverythingfrom scratchmaybe



that'swhyyouwouldn'tfindsomeone

withinfluenzavirusorsomethinglike

that.

Everyonewasseatedatthediningtable

havingtheirbreakfast.

Me:"Goodmorning".

TheygreetedmebackandZinhle

nodded,thewayshewascloseto

Nicholasreallymademeangry.YesI

trustedNicholaswholeheartedly

becausehesavedus,theancestorstold

metotrustZamaniandhisfatheronly

butIrealizedthattheywerewarningme

againstNtobekoandhismother,

Nicholaswasnotpartofthat.

KingNgubane:"I'm gladthatyouare



nowdoingfine".

Me:"Iam betternow".

Wecontinuedeating.

Zamani:"Youaresweating,areyou

alright?".

ItouchedmyforeheadandIwasreally

sweating.

Me:"I'm fine,thiscoffeeistoohot".

Nicholas:"Here,drinkwater".

Me:"IsaidI'm fine".

Nicholas:"Iwasnotaskingyou,drink".

Itookitanddrankthewholeglass,we

finishedeatingandIstoodup.

Zamani:"Areyousurethatyouare

alright?".



Me:"Iam andpleasestopworrying".

Ididn'tfeelanythingwrongwithmyself,

thekidsweretrainingoutsideand

everyonewastherewatchingthem.

Nicholas:"Alex!Isaidtakethewooden

spearnotthisone,youdon'tlisten".

TheboywhoIassumedwasAlexspoke

irritated.

Alex:"Intherealfightwewillnotbe

usingthesefakethings,weneedthe

realonesleader,notthis".

Nicholas:"YouwilllistentowhatItell

you".

Alex:"Fine!".

Theboywasverycute,Nicholascame



tous.

Nicholas:"Thisboyisveryhotheaded,

heneverfollowstheinstructions".

Zinhle:"ButyouarethegreatKing".

Nicholas:"Iam notaKing,I'm aleader

andhereno-oneisbiggerthantheother,

weareallfamily".

Ismirkalittle.

Nicholas:"Didyoujustsmirkatme?".

Me:"Who?Me?Never".

Zinhle:"Butthinkaboutit,ifyoucanbe

Kingyoucan-".

Nicholas:"No!,Alex!Tellalltheboysto

gotothetrainingroom,therainis

coming".



NicholasandZamanitooktheother

trainingmaterialsinside.

Zinhle:"Nicholasisreallyaniceguyand

handsometoo".

Ifeltabitofirritationgrowinginsideme,

IlikedZinhlealotbutafterwhather

familydidtome,Ididn'tlikeher".

Me:"Heisbuttotallynotyourtype".

Zinhle:"Wha-".

Me:"Pleasedon'tactconfusedand-".

Someoneclearedtheirthroatsbehindus,

whenweturnedaround,itwasNicholas

andZamani,ohGodtheyheardus.

Me:"Iam goingbackinside".

Iwasembarrassed,Zamanialsoheard



mebutitwasnotsomethingbig,wasit?

Ifeltahotbreathbehindme.

Nicholas:"Soyounowknowwhatmy

typeis?".

Irolledmyeyesandfoldedmyhands.

Me:"WhatdoyouwantNicholas?".

Nicholas:"Nothing".

Hewinkedandpassedthrough,Zamani

wascoming.

Zamani:"Ireallyoweyouanapology".

Me:"Youdon't,Iforgiveyou".

Zamani:"ButMinenhleIreally-".

Me:"Don'tworryaboutit,Ijustmissmy

boyfriendthat'sall".



Hekissedmyforeheadandhuggedme

tightlybuttherewassomethinginthe

wayhewashuggingme.

Zamani:"Youaresweatingagain".

Me:"Iam?".

Zamani:"Babypleasetellmethetruth,

areyoualright?".

Me:"YesIam alright,pleasestop

worrying".

Wellthatwasn'talie,Ididn'tknow

wherethesweatingcamefrom butI

wasalright.

ZinhlewasalloverNicholasagain,Isat

down,Iwasstillheavilysweating.It

wasdarkoutside,theweatherchanged,

wewereinthemiddleofanAutumn



season.

.

.

.

.

thetreeschangedtoitbeautifulbrown

colourandtheleaveswerefallingout,it

wasverydry.Thunderroaredveryloud

anditwasfollowedbythelightningand

aheavyrain.

Istoodbythewindowwatchingtherain

fall,itwasreallybeautiful.Iwas

sweatingeverywhere,thedressIwas

wearingwastuckingIntomybody,iran



upstairstothebedroom andtooka

quickbath,Iwasstartingtoworry.

Zinhle:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"DoyouthinkIwouldtellyouifI

wasnot?".

Zinhle:"Noi-".

Me:"Exactly,getoutofmyway".

Angerwasreallyboilingup,asmall

thingwouldirritateme.

TwodayspassedandIwasstill

sweatingalot,Iwouldbathmaybefour

timesaday.

Iwasinthekitchendrinkingwater,I

dranklotofwaterhopingforthe

sweatingtostopbutitdidn't,Ijustkept



ondrinkingitanyway.

Me:"Ileftmyglasshere".

Thewomenwhowasinthekitchen,

gavemeanotherglass.

Me:"TheglassIleftherehadwaterinit,

nexttim-".

Nicholas:"What'swrong?".

Me:"Ileftaglassofwaterandthis

womentookit".

Myvoicewasveryfirm.

Nicholas:"Itisjustaglassofwater".

Me:"Itisnotjustaglassofwater!".

Ithrewtheglassonthewall,everyone

camerunningwhentheyheardnoise.

KingNgubane:"Whatisgoingon?".



Iwasheavilysweating,myclotheswere

wet,Ididn'tknowwheretheangercame

from.IhadirritationandangerwhichI

didn'tknowwhereitcamefrom.

Nicholas:"Somethingisreallywrong

withher".

Me:"Thereisnothingwrongwithme".

DeepdownIknewthattherewas

somethingwrongwithme,Ilookedat

myselfinthemirror,Ishouldbecrying

andaskingmyselfsomanyquestions

butinsteadIdidn'tfearanything,FEAR

wellyesfear,iswhatIwouldhavefelt

butinsteadIfeltempty,Ididn'tfeelany

emotions.

Ichangedmyclothesandwentbackto



everyone.

Zamani:"Baby,weareallworriedabout

you,areyoualright?".

Me:"I'm alright".

Isaidthatandkeptquiet.

Zamani:"Baby-".

Ifeltasharppaininmyhead,Iheld

Zamani.

Amancameinside.

Him:"Myleader,therehasbeenan

attack".

Nicholas:"What?Iseveryonealright?

Closealltheentrancesandgetallthe

manto-".

Him:"Notheremyleader,thegreen



villagehasbeenattacked".

Me:"Weneedtogo".

Nicholas:"Forgetit,youarenotgoing

anywhere".

Me:"But-".

Nicholas:"Canyouallgiveusa

moment".

Theyallwentout.

Nicholas:"Amanda,youwillstayhere

andifIeverhearthatyouwentout,you

willknowwhoIam".

Icouldn'tsayanything,Nicholashad

thatpowerovermeandIcouldn'tfightit.

Inoddedandhewentout.

.



.

.

Zamani:"It'sNtobeko,Idon'tknowwhat

hewants".

Nicholas:"Webothknowexactlywhat

hewants,YouwillridewithThomas,

makesurethatyoustaysafe,wedon't

knowwhatthesepeoplearecarrying".

Zamaninodded,thePanthersranto

greenvillage,Nicholasalwaysmade

surethattheAngeloflightsareleft

behindnomatterhowmuchhehas

trainedthem forafight.

Whentheyarrivedatthevillageitwas

empty.

Zamani:"Letuscheckallthehouses".



Theycheckedbutthehouseswere

empty.

Zamani:"TheytookGloriaandMrNeil".

Nicholas:"Fuck!Thesepeoplehave

gonetoofar".

Amanspoke.

Him:"Someoneiscoming".

Theywerepreparedforthefight,a

Panthercame,itwasaloneandchanged

toithumanform,helifteduphishands

insurrender.

Him:"Ihaveamessagefrom theKing

ofKwa-Nyamazane,hewantsmiss

Minenhleinreturnforthepeopleofthis

village,thepeoplearestillalive".



Nicholas:"TellyourstupidKingtocome

here".

Him:"MyLord,Iwassenttodeliverthis

message".

Themanchangedandranfast.

Zamani:"Thisisallamess".

Nicholas:"Itisnotamess,sheisnot

goinganywhere,ifitmeansgivingmy

lifeawaytryingtoprotecther,yesIwill.

Sheisnotgoingthere".

Zamanilookedathim andtheywalked

backtoNicholas'sKingdom.

KingNgubanewaswaitingforthem in

thehallway.

KingNgubane:"Iseveryonealright".



.

.

.

Zamani:"Hetookeveryonefather,he

wantsMinenhle".

KingNgubane:"WellaboutMinenhle,

pleasefollowme".

Theyfollowedhim toMinenhle's

bedroom,aworkerswasholding

Minenhlelayingherinherthighs,

Minenhlewassweatingwet,shelooked

veryill.

Zamani:"Whathappenedtoher?".



Zinhle:"Shesaidshehasaheavy

headacheandsheisalsosweating,a

fewminutesagoshewasbetterbutnot

itisgettingworseeverysingleminute".

Nicholascameandsatnexttoher,

Zamaniwasalsoontheotherside

holdingherhand.

Nicholas:"Howareyou?".

Sheweaklysmiled.

Minenhle:"I-am go-od".

Nicholas:"Youwerenotlikethiswhen

weleft".

Zamani:"Baby,pleasetalk,tellmewhat

wrong".

Shetriedtospeakbutshewasinpains.



Nicholas:"Zamani,FatherNgubane

pleasefollowme".

Theystoodupandwentoutoftheroom.

Nicholas:"Itishappening,Isawthe

changeinherattitude,latelyshehad

angerand-andnowthis".

Zamani:"Howcanwehelpher?".

Nicholas:"Wecan't,noonecanhelpher.

Ithink-OhLordherawakening,her

awakeninghasarrived".

.

.
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'I'm offthedeepend,watchasIdivein

I'llnevermeettheground

Crashthroughthesurface

Wheretheycan'thurtus

We'refarfrom theshallownow'

LadyGagaxBradleyCooperplayingin

thebackgroundforthisinsert.
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.



.

.

----NARRATED---

Themostheartbreakingthinginthe

worldistoseesomeonegoingthrough

terriblepainsbutthereisnothingyou

candotohelpthem.

Minenhlewaslosingherselfeachand

everyday,shelosttoomuchweightin

suchashortperiodoftime.Theytried

somanythingstohelpherbutnothing

worked,Nicholasalsocalledthehealers.

THEHEALERS:Centuriesagoduringthe

warbetweenthePanthersandthe

humans,thehumanswereprotectedby



theangelsoflights,duringthatwara

veryyoungboylosthismotherinthe

firstfight,laterthatdaytheywere

attackedintheirhomes,theboy'sfather

wasbadlyinjuredandtheboycouldn't

leavehissidebecausehewasnotready

tolosebothhisparents,hewaslaying

onhisfather'schestcrying,aman

realizedthatthefather'swoundswere

healingandhewascompletelysurethat

itwastheboywhohealedhisfather.

Him:"Whatdidyoudo?".

Theboy:"What?Ididn'tdoanything".

Him:"You-youhealedyourfather".

Theboycouldn'tbelieveit,hequickly

stoodupandlookedathisfather.



Theboy:"Buthowuncle?".

Him:"Comehere,kneeldownhere".

Theboydidashewastold.

Him:"Nowplacebothyourhandslike

this".

Theboytouchedhisfather'schest

carefulenoughnottohurthim.

Him:"Closeyoureyesandrelaxyour

body,realiseallyourenergy".

Theboywasverykeentoseehisfather

healed,hedideverythinghewastold.

Him:"OhLord".

Theboyopenedhiseyesfindingithard

tobelievethathehealedhisfather,from

there,theysearchedforeveryonewith



thatspecial'rare'power.

PRESENTDAY

Minenhlelookedveryhorrible,you

wouldn'tevenrecognizeher.

Zamani:"TheHealersarenotdoing

anything".

KingNgubane:"Theyaretryingtheir

bestson".

Theywaitedforthebesttohappenbut

Minenhlewaslosingherselfeachand

everyday,thefirstthingtheyalwaysdid

inthemorningwastogotoherroom.

Zinhle:"Shelooksbettertoday".

Thehealer:"Thereisnothingwecando

tohelpher,sheisdrysheneedsblood



tofullyrecover".

Theyalllookedateachother.

Nicholas:"Zamaniishere,hecangive

herhisblood".

Thehealer:"Noproblem,comethisside

son".

Zamaniwenttotheoldwomenandsat

nexttoher,hewasverytroubled.

Zamani:"No!".

KingNgubane:"Whatdoyoumean,no?

".

Zamani:"IloveMinenhlewithallmy

heartandsheknowsit,itwaswrongfor

metodevelopfeelingsforherinthefirst

placebecausesheismyDad'sSecond



Wife".

KingNgubane:"Son,Payinglobolafor

herdoesn'tmeansheismywife,Ibroke

thatengagementlongagoandgaveyou

twomyblessings".

Zamani:"Fatheryoudon'tunderstand,

givinghermybloodwillmeanthatIwill

foreverbehersandshewillforeverbe

minebutrealityis:sheisnotmineto

keepforever".

KingNgubane:"Zaman-".

Zamani:"Nofather,IwillbeselfishifI

cangivehermybloodnow,she

deservessomeonewhowillgotothe

endsoftheearthtryingtoprotecther,

someonewholooksatherthewayshe



issupposedtobelookedat,Iloveher

butIam notthatperson,Lovealoneis

notenoughanditisonlywhatIcangive

her.Minenhledoesn'tneedonlyLove,

sheneedanddeservemore".

HestoodupandwenttoNicholas.

Zamani:"Pleasegiveheryourblood".

Nicholas:"Areyououtofyourmind?No

Ican't,youaretheoneshelovesnot

me".

Zamani:"Thewayyoulookathersaysa

thousandwords,youwouldratherrisk

yourlifetosavehers,yesIloveherand

I'm doingallthisbecauseIloveher".

Nicholas:"I-".

Zamani:"IfMinenhlebecomesmymate,



thiswarwillneverend,youarea

Panther,bygivingMinenhleyourblood,

youwillbesavingusall".

Nicholas:"Whataboutyou?".

Zamani:"Iwillbefine".

.

.

.

.

Zamani'sdecisionlefteveryoneinshock,

Nicholaswenttowherethehealerwas

seated,helookedatMinenhle,she

weaklysmiledandtearswerecoming

outbutshecouldn'ttalkormoveevena



singlelimb.

Withjustanail,hecuthimselfand

pulledhishandclosertoMinenhle's

mouth.

Sweet,butsouratthesameandwarm,

thefeelingofecstasyandpleasure,

emotionsconnected.Itwasliketaking

thepartofhisgivingittoher.Shekept

ondrinkingwithoutlettinghishandgo,

hewantedtostop,hefeltthatitwas

enoughbutthefeelingthatcamewithit

didn'twanthim tostop.Minenhlewas

goingtobeboundtoNicholasforever,

NicholasbelongedtoMinenhleforever

butShedidn'tbelongtohim untilshe

decidestomatehim andgivehim her

bloodduringthematingprocess,that



madeNicholasworried,"Whyam I

worried?"Hisinnerselfasked.

ThehealerspokeinterruptingNicholas's

thoughts.

Her:"Ithinkitisenoughnow".

Nicholaswasdrained,helostalotof

bloodbutitwasforthebest,hethought.

Her:"Zamani,comeandhelpmehere".

HecameandtheyhelpedNicholas

layingnexttoMinenhle,theyprepared

homemadeherbsforthem torecover.

Twodayspassedandtheywerestill

underthehealerscare.

ThreedayspassedandNicholaswas

backtohisnormalself,Minenhlewas



stillasleepsinceshedranktheblood.

KingNgubane:"Letmegocheckupon

Minenhle".

Single:"'Iwillcomewithyou".

KingNgubane:"Zamani?".

Zamani:"I'llseeherlater,notnow".

Theynoddedwithoutquestioninghim,

eversincetheawakeningZamaniwas

avoidingtoseeMinenhle.

Theywenttoherroom butshewasnot

there,theyquicklyrusheddownstairs.

KingNgubane:"Minenhleisnotinher

room,hasanyoneseenher".

Nicholas:"Whatdoyoumeansheisnot

inherroom?".



Theyallranupanddownsearchingfor

her,Theysawhercomingbackinside.

Nicholas:"Whereareyoucomingfrom?

Youscaredus".

Shekeptquietandsatonthecouch.

KingNgubane:"Youshouldn'tbe

outsideandaloneinthiscondition".

Minenhle:"Whatcondition?".

Zamani:"Youshouldbeinbed".

Minenhle:"Ihavesleptlongenough,I

am finenow".

Nicholas:"You-".

Minenhle:"IsaidI'm fine".

Theyalllookedateachothernot

knowingwhattosaynext.



Minenhle:"Iheardpeopletalking

outside".

KingNgubane:"Whataretheysaying?".

Minenhle:"Whydidyounottellmethat

thepeopleofgreenvillagearebeing

heldhostage?".

Zamani:"Wewantedto-".

Minenhle:"Iam goingthere".

KingNgubane:"Youhavenotfully

healed".

Minenhle:"Ifeelfine,thepeople'slives

areindanger,Ineedtogothere".

Shestoodupandwentupstairsto

changeherclothes,thedoorswung

open,Nicholascamein.



Hestoodbythedoorandlookedather,

Minenhlefeltanundeniableattraction

towardshim,shetriedsohardnotto

showhim.

Minenhle:"Areyouheretostopme?".

Nicholas:"No,butIstillthinkitis

dangerousforyoutogothere".

Minenhle:"Ihaveyourbloodrunning

throughmyveinssonooneisgoingto

touchme".

Nicholas:"Yesyouhavemybloodbut

youdon'tbelongtoanyone,noonehas

claimedyouyet".

Minenhle:"Butyou-".

Nicholas:"YesIam yoursbutyouhave

notgivenyourselftome,wehavenot



claimedeachother,onceyouare

claimednoonecanevertouchyou,they

willfeelfrom afarthatyoubelongto

someoneelse".

MinenhleknewexactlywhatNicholas

wastalkingaboutbutshewasn'tready,

shethought.Shequicklychangedand

wentbacktoeveryone,Zamaniwasstill

avoidingher.

Minenhle:"Iam goingnow".

Nicholas:"Forgetit,youarenotgoing

anywhere".

Minenhle:"But-".

Nicholas:"Butwhat?Wewillgorescue

thosepeople,youarenotgoing

anywhere".



WhenNicholasspokeeveryonelistened,

Minenhlelikedthatabouthim,hewas

notsoft.

Everyonewasupanddownpreparing

forthebattle,Minenhle,ZinhleandKing

Ngubanewereatthebalconywatching

them.

.

.

.

Minenhle:"Thisiswrong,thesepeople

aregoingtolosetheirlivesbecauseof

me,Ntobekowantsmenotthem".



KingNgubane:"Donotworrymychild,

theyknowwhattheyaredoingwejust

havetokeepthem inourprayers".

Theotherswerestilltrainingonthe

otherside,Nicholascame.

Zinhle:"Youaregoingnow?".

Nicholasnodded.

Zinhle:"Pleasebecarefulandtakecare

ofyourself,Ican't-".

Nicholas:"Iwillbefine".

Zinhlehuggedhim,Minenhlewasn'tvery

pleasedwiththat,shelookedtheother

way.

Nicholas:"Wearegoingnowbutwewill

takethehealerswithusincaseweget



injured,wefoundaverysafehiding,we

willattackmidnight".

KingNgubane:"Youwillwinthis,I

believeinyou".

Nicholashalfsmiled,helookedat

Minenhle,sheavoidedlookingathim.

Nicholas:"I'm goingnow".

Hesaidthatandleft.

.

-Minenhle

NooneunderstoodthewayIwas

feeling,IfeltnothingforZamaniandit

wasreallyhurtingme,Ifelteverything

forNicholas,evenhisheartbeat,hewas

nervousbutheleft.



Me:"Iwillbeinmyroom".

Zinhle:"Ihavenevermetaheartless

personlikeyourself,hesacrificedhis

healthjusttogiveyouhisbloodandyou

-".

Me:"AndIwhat?WhatNtombezinhle!?".

KingNgubane:"Youtwostopit!".

Me:"WhatIdoordonotdoisnonof

yourbusiness".

Zinhle:"Allthesepeopleareriskingtheir

livestryingtoprotectyoubutyoudidn't

evenbothergivingNicholasyour

blessings".

Me:"Andyoudid?".

Zinhle:"YesIgavehim myblessings".



Me:"Andthatmakesyouabetter

person?".

Zinhle:"Youare-!".

ShewantedtoslapmebutIwasquick

tostopherhand.

Me:"ListenhereandIwantyoutolisten

veryattentively,don'tevertryraising

yourhandatmeandNicholasisnot

yourbusiness".

Iwasannoyed,Ileftthem there,Ihad

mylunchbutitwashard,Iwasnotat

peace,Ikeptthinkingaboutthepeople

whowenttoKwa-nyamazane.Itold

everyonethatI'm goingtobedearly,I

closedthebedroom door,Ididn'tknow

whattodo,Ilockedtheroom andwent



outside.Isawaboyoutsidemaybehe

wassixteenyearsold.

Me:"Hi".

Him:"helloma'am".

Me:"Ineedalittlefavorfrom you".

Henodded.

Me:"IneedyoutotakemetoKwa-

nyamazane".

Him:"What?Iam verysorryma'am I

can't,weweregivenverystrictrulesnot

toleave".

Me:"Please,Ineedtogothere

otherwiseeveryoneisgoingtodie,

please".

Him:"Ok,waitbythattree".



Afterfewminuteshecameback.

Him:"Ihatedoingthis".

Hechangedhisform toaPanther,he

wasnotasbigasNicholasbutIgotto

hisbackandhestartedrunningveryfast.

AtKwa-nyamazanealltheforestswere

burnt,thefirewasnotbiganditwas

headingtothemountains,someofthe

treeswerestillburning.

Theboystoppedandchangedback.

Me:"OhmyGod,whatishappening

here?".

Him:"Idon'tknow".

Me:"Weneedahidingplace".

Him:"Youdo,notme,I'm goingback



home".

Me:"But-Alright,thankyou".

HenoddedandranbackIlookedaround

askingmyselfwherewasZamaniand

theothershidingbecausetherewasno

hidingplacesincethefiredestroyed

everything,Iwalkedstraighttothe

palace,Isawmanypeopleinsidethe

palace,Iknewthattheycaughtthem.

Ithidmyselfnexttotheschooluntilit

wasgettingdark.

Iwasscaredbutwalkedtothepalace,

therewereguardsatthegate,Iworemy

hoodie.

Guard:"Hey!!".

Me:"Sorrysir,I-".



Guard:"Everyoneisthatside,don'tgo

therebecausethoseareourprisoners".

Whatwasgoingon?Iaskedmyself,

everyonewasinsidethepalaceIstood

witheveryone.

Ntobeko:"Thankyouallforcoming,

earliertodaywefoundtheseintruders

hidinginourkingdom,theywere

preparedtoattackusbutwe

outsmartedthem.Thesepeoplearethe

oneswhostartedthefirethatisnow

destroyingeverythingwehaveworked

hardfor,Icalledyouallherebecausewe

needtoworktogether,weneedtokill

thesepeople,theyhavedestroyedour

home".

Peoplestartedmakingnoise.



.

.

.

Ntobeko:"Weneedtofightforour

homes,thesepeoplestartedit,they

startedthiswar!ItwillneverEND,

tomorrowweareattackingtheir

kingdoms,theydestroyedourkingdom,

itisourturnnowtopayrevenge".

Everyoneagreedwithhim,Iasked

peopletoexcusemewhilemovingto

thefront,Ineverrealizedhowmany

peoplewerethereuntilIwasatthefront,

IsawZamani'sfacefirstandtheothers



tiedinchains.

Me:"Iam here".

Everyonelookedatme,Iremovedmy

hoodie.

Me:"Iam thepersonwhostartedthe

firenotthem,ifthere'sanyonetopunish

it'sme".

Ntobeko:"Youareverybrave,takeher

tothecells".

Theguardscamecloser,Ifeltanger

buildingup.

Me:"Ntobekodon'tdothis".

Ntobeko:"Whyshouldn'tI?Ihave

peoplethatIneedtodealwith,Iwillbe

withyoutomorrow".



Myheartstartedbeatingfastbecauseof

anger,Ididn'tevenknowwhyIwas

angryandirritated,theguardsstarted

gettingclosertome.

Me:"Don'ttouchme".

Theguardslappedmyface,tearscame

outnotbecauseithurtbutbecausehe

madememoreangry,Iturnedand

slappedhim back,hecriedoutloudin

painholdinghisface.

Guard:"Sheisawitch!Awitch!".

Hisfacewaschangingasifsomeone

threwacidathim orburnedhim,I

lookedatmyhandsandshookmyhead.

Me:"Ididn'tdothat,it'snotme".

EveryonelookedatmeasifIwaslosing



mymind,Igatheredmyselftogether.

Me:"untiethem Ntobekoandkillmeif

youwantto".

Ntobeko:"Killthem all".

Hetoldhisguards,twoguardscame

androughlygrabbedme,oneguardtook

MrCollins,themanwhotrainedthekids

withNicholas,themanwasverykind.

Theytookhisheartoutandhislifeless

bodyfellontheground.

.

.

.

-----NARRATED----

Minenhlecriedoutloudpullingoutof



thehandsofthetwoguards,shepulled

andpunchedtheotherguardonhisface,

sheattachedtheother.Whensheturned

backtheguardsallchangedtotheir

originalpantherform.

Ntobeko:"GiveupMinenhle,theywillkill

you".

Anger,angerwastheonlythingthat

controlledher,itwaslikeshewaslosing

hermind,tearswerealsocomingout.

ShegrabbedthePantherandlifteditup,

shehititonthegroundverypainfully

andherhandcameoutwithitheart,

everyonescreamedandstartedrunning,

shedidn'tstopandshewasveryfast

andgood,shewouldgrab,smashand

comeoutwithabeatingheart.Nicholas,



agreatfighterandawarriorneversaw

somethinglikethat,Minenhlewasa

greatfighterandshenevereventrained,

thepeoplewhoweretiedupinthe

chainswerereallyamazed.

ThePantherscameasmanyasthey

couldtofightMinenhle.

Ntobekowasveryfrustratedandscared

too,Minenhlecontinuedfighting,the

Panthercamefrom herbackandthrew

herontheground,itwasontopofher,

shefeltdefeated,theyallcamecloserto

her,surroundingher.

Hereyeschangedchangedcolourand

theywerelightingup,thecolourwas

purpletowhite,shethrewthePanther

thatwasontopofherandstoodup,all



thePanthersstartedmoving,people

startedrunningback.

Ntobeko:"OhGodWhatisshe?".

Boththelightanddarknessgathered

togetherinonehumanbody,shewas

boththecurseandablessing,hereyes

glowedlightingupthewholeplacebut

onethingthatscaredeveryonewerethe

wings,thewingsonherback,black

wings.

Shewasnotfightingbutdestroyingall

thePanthersthatwantedtokillher.

Ntobeko:"Stopher!".

HequicklyuntieNicholasandtheothers.

Ntobeko:"Stopher!".



Nicholas:"Sheisangry,nothingwill

stopher".

Minenhlestoppedandlookedaround,

shedidn'ttouchinnocentpeople,she

wasdealingwiththosethatwantedto

killher,herhandswerefullofblood,her

clotheswerered,shestoppedandwent

straighttoNtobeko.

Nicholas:"SheisangryIwilladviceyou

torunandneverlookback".

Ntobekoranasfastashecould,

Minenhlewantedtogoafterhim,

Nicholascameclosertohereven

thoughhewasalsonervous,Hebrushed

herrightcheek



Tryingtocalm her,hewantedtobrush

herbackbuthewasafraidofthewings,

heleanedoverandkissedher,she

slowlycalmeddown.

Shewhispered.

Me:"Nicholas".

Herwingsdisappearedandtheeyes

wentbacktonormal,shecollapsed.

.

.

.
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--NARRATED--

Theygatheredatthediningtableeating

breakfast,Minenhlewasstillnotawake

aftershecollapsed,itshowedthatshe

wasnotstrongenough,sheneededtime

tohealandrecover.

Nicholas:"Ihaveneverseensomething

likethatinmyentirelife".

Zamani:"I'm stillinshock".

KingNgubane:"Peoplearetalking

aboutthis,whatreallyhappened?".

Nicholas:"Minenhlehappened,whatI

willsayis,NEVERevermakeherangry".



Zamani:"OhandMrNeilandhiswife

arehomesafe,Ithinkthisisover,

Ntobekowillnotcomeafterusnow".

Nicholas:"Let'shopeso".

KingNgubane:"Ithinkit'stimeforusto

findourownplaceandbuildahouse,we

can'tstayhereforever".

Nicholas:"Youcanstayhere,Idon't

haveaproblem".

KingNgubane:"Youareaverykindman

Parkerbutit'stimeforustogetourown

place".

.

-Minenhle

Idon'tknowhowlongIwasasleepbut



thegroaningofmystomachwokeme

up,Iwasfamished.

AftertakingaquickshowerIwent

downstairs.

KingNgubane:"Youareaverykindman

Parkerbutit'stimeforustogetourown

place".

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout".

Theyalllookedatme.

Me:"Areyouleaving?".

KingNgubane:"Wehaveto,wecan't

stayhereforevernowthatallthisis

over".

Me:"Whereareyougoingtostay".

KingNgubane:"I-".



Me:"Youaregivingup,justlikethat".

KingNgubane:"Givingupwhat?Thisis

overnow".

Me:"Nothingisover,whathappened

backtherewasonlyjustabeginning,

thosepeoplewillcomebackforallofus.

Nicholasbetrayedhisownkind,doyou

thinktheywillleavehim?Thesepeople

arecomingback".

KingNgubane:"Butwecan'tstayhere

forever".

Me:"WhataboutyourKingdom?".

Helookeddownandinhaleddeeply.

KingNgubane:"Idon'thaveakingdom

anymore".



Inodded..

Me:"There'snothingleftforustofight

forthen".

Iwenttothekitchenandstarted

preparingfood,IfeltNicholas's

presenceandturnedaround.

Nicholas:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Better,wouldyoulikesome?".

Isaidshowinghim thesliceofsteamed

breadIwasholding.

Nicholas:"NoI'm finethankyou,Iwas-".

ZinhlecamerunningandheldNicholas's

hand.

Zinhle:"I'm readynow"'

Nicholas:"Ready?".



Zinhle:"Youpromisedtoshowmethe

Lisianthusremember?nowlet'sgo".

Theywentout,IcontinuedwithwhatI

wasdoing.

Me:"Zamani,howlongareyougoingto

avoidme?".

Zamani:"I'm notavoidingyou".

Me:"Isit?".

Iliftedupmyeyebrowathim.

Me:"Whydidyou-ahhm-".

Zamani:"ItoldNicholastogiveyouhis

bloodbecauseitwastherightthingto

do".

Me:"Therightthingtodo,how?".

Helookeddown.



Me:"Allthistimeyouwerejustplaying

withmyfeelings?DidIatleastmean

somethingtoyou,didi?".

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Isee".

Itookmyplateandstartedwalkingout.

Zamani:"Youmeanttheworldand

moretome,Iknewthatyouweren't

minetokeepforeverbutbecauseIliked

whatwehadIkeptquietaboutit".

Me:"Youdon'tanymore?".

Zamani:"Afteryourawakeningallthe

feelingsvanished,IwishIfeltthesame

aboutyoubutIdon't,I'm sorry".

Me:"Idon'tknowhowbutIguesswe



werenotmeanttobebecauseIalso

don'tfeelthesameanymorethe

attachmentisgone".

Zamani:"I'm happywehadthis

conversation,Iwasafraidtotalktoyou".

Me:"I'm gladwedid,sowecool?".

Zamani:"Yeswecool,comegivemea

hug".

Ihuggedhim,Iwasveryscaredtotell

ZamanithatIdidn'tfeelthesameabout

him anymorebutIwasgladthatwe

bothfeltthesameabouteachother.

Thesmallkingdom wasverybeautiful,

everyonetreatedeachotherthesame,

Noonewastreatedbetterthantheother.

Nicholas:"It'ssupposedtobewinter



butit'shotouthere".

Me:"Oh".

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Sincewhen-".

Zinhlecame,shewasstartingtoannoy

me,everywhereNicholaswasshewould

followhim.

Me:"Nevermind".

.

.

.

.

Iwentoutside,itwashotbutnottoo

much,thecoolbreezehitthroughmy

hairitwasveryrefreshing.



Iwalkedtothefields.

Voice:"Youshouldn'tbehere".

ItwasNicholas.

Me:"Areyoufollowingme?".

Nicholas:"Youdidn'tlookalrightbackin

thehouse".

Me:"Ohit'snothing,I'm alright".

Herosehiseyebrow.

Me:"Ijustwanttoseethepaintings".

Hekeptquietandstartedlooking

around.

Me:"What?".

Nicholas:"There'ssomethingcoming

here,let'sgobackinside".



Withthatbeingsaid,heheldmyhand

andweranback.

Nicholas:"Closeallthegates!!".

Heshoutedtotheguyswhowere

outside.

KingNgubane:"Iseverythingalright?".

Nicholas:"Wehaveuninvitedguests

cominghere,goinside".

Wewentinside,Nicholaskeptwalking

upanddown,hedidn'teventrytosit

down,amancameinside.

Him:"Myleader,therearepeopleatthe

gate,theycametoseeyou,theyare

sayingtheycameinpeace".

Nicholas:"Whoarethosepeople?".



Him:"Idon'tknowallofthem butthe

KingofKwa-Nyamazaneiswiththem".

Nicholas:"I'm coming".

Hewentoutside,afewminuteslaterhe

camebackwitheightmen,theysat

down.

Nicholas:"Youdon'thavethewholeday,

whatcanIhelpyouwith?".

Amanstartedspeaking.

Him:"Wearehereonbehalfofallthe

kingdoms".

Nicholas:"I'm listening".

Him:"Wefearforourlives,wearenot

safeanymore,wedon'twantMinenhle

hereanymore".



What?Ilookedatthem indisbelief.

Him:"Evenyouandyourpeoplearenot

safe,shedestroyedKwa-Nyamazane,at

leasttheygothelpwiththefirebutshe

isdangertousall".

Nicholas:"Shewasandstilllivingwith

mebutshehasnottriedtohurtmenor

mypeoplesowhatexactlyareyou

talkingabout?".

Him:"thatdoesn'tmeanshewon'ttryto

harm you,alltheeldershavemadea

decision,wewanthergoneandfor

good".

Nicholas:"Youwantherdead?".

Him:"Yes,wehavealreadyseta

judgementdayforher".



Nicholas:"Youaresounbelievable,i-".

Me:"Iagreetothejudgement".

Nicholas:"Minenhlekeepquiet".

Me:"Butononecondition".

Theyalllookedatme.

Me:"Iwillagreetothejudgementonlyif

NtobekostepsdownandgiveKing

Ngubanewhatbelongstohim".

Theystartedwhispering

Ntobeko:"Youareoutofyourmind!!".

Nicholas:"Wellsinceyoudon'tagree

withherterms,Iguessthismeetingis

over".

Ntobeko:"Everyoneisagainstyou

Parker,youwillnotwillthis,yourbrother



-".

Nicholas:"Whataboutmybrother?I

don'thaveabrother,goandtellyour

fathertostopbeingacoward".

Ntobeko:"Youcan'tstartwhatyou

won'tfinish,allthesixkingdomshave

turnedagainstyou,youdon'thavean

armytofightusall,giveup,killhershe

isawitch!".

Nicholas:"Thankyoufortheheadsup,

I'llstarttodaypreparingforthewar".

Ntobeko:"Weare-".

Nicholas:"Getout!".

Hewasangry,theyallwentout.

Nicholas:"Mybrotherhasgonetoofar!".



Me:"Soinnocentpeoplearegoingto

diebecauseofme,maybeIshouldjust

disappear".

Nicholas:"Theywon'tstopevenifyou

disappear,weneedtotelleveryonethat

youarenodangertoanyone".

Zamani:"Asiftheywillbelieveyou".

Wewerealltryingtothinkofaway

forward,Istoodupandwenttomy

bedroom,Itookaverylongshowerand

relaxedabit,Nicholascamein,hewas

veryworriedaboutme.

AshewasabouttositdownZinhle

openedthedoorIwasreallyirritated.

Me:"Whydon'tyouknock?".

Zinhle:"I-".



Me:"Getout,Now!".

Shequicklywentout.

Me:"Doesyourgirlfriendhavetofollow

youeverywhereyougo?".

Nicholas:"She'snotmygirlfriend".

Me:"Great,whatdoyouwant?".

Nicholas:"Sowearefightingnow,are

we?".

Me:"Ineedtogetdressed,please

leave".

Nicholas:"YoucangetdressedIdon't

haveaproblem".

Thenervesofthisguy,Icrossedmy

armsandlookedathim.

Nicholas:"What?Doyouneedhelp



gettingdressed?".

Hestoodupandcamestraightatme.

.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"Tellmeifthisissoon".

Me:"Ifwhat?".

Nicholas:"This".

Hetitledmyheaduptohisandbrought

hislipsdownonmine.Theywere

simultaneouslysolfandfirm,andwarm.

Mystomachgaveaflip.

Mylipspartedinresponseandhe

deepenedthekiss,tastingme.Itfeltso



right,soperfect,likequenchingathirst.

Itallfeltsoright,hestoppedweboth

triedcatchingourbreaths.

Me:"Iwasn'texpectingthis".

Webothdidn'twannaleaveeachother's

arms,weweremeanttobe,ourbond

wasundeniable,webothwantedmore,

webothwantedtomeltineachother's

arms.

Nicholas:"Iwantedtodothisfora

whilenow".

Ismiledalittle.

Nicholas:"Pleasedon'tstressaboutthe

peoplewhocamehere,wewillfightthis

together,nothingwillhappentoyouand

Iwon'tallowit".



Me:"Thankyou".

Nicholas:"OhandIthinkweneedto

talktoZamani-".

Me:"Don'tworryabouthim,he

confirmedthathedoesn'tfeelanything

formeanymore".

Nicholas:"I'm sorry"

Hewaslaughingbuthidingit.

Me:"Youaresounbelievable,Istillneed

togetdressed".

Nicholas:"Myofferstillstands".

Me:"Youapervert".

Helaughedandwalkedout,Igot

dressedandwentdownstairs,Iwanted

torestabitbutsinceitwastimefor



supperIdecidedtohaveitfirstbefore

goingtobed.

Wewereatthediningtableeating,my

stomachfeltweirdmyhandsstarted

shaking.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Yeah".

Icouldn'thideitanymore,Ifeltweak

veryweak.

KingNgubane:"Sheishavingaseizure".

Theyallrantome.

Me:"Ithurts".

Nicholas:"I'm takingherupstairs".

NicholasCarriedmetomybedroom,the

stomachcrampsdidn'tgetanybetter



butworse,itwasburning.

TheWindowswereopened,thewind

startedblowingveryhard.

Zamani:"ClosealltheWindows!".

----NARRATED---

Zamani:"Whatishappeningtoher?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknow,Ireallydon't

know".

KingNgubane:"Whatisthatlight?".

Thelightwasshiningthroughthe

Windows,theyslowlystoodupand

openedthecurtains.

KingNgubane:"OhmyGod,it's

Nonkanyiso".

Nicholas:"What?Butthismoonisonly



shiningatKwa-Nyamazanenothere".

TheylookedatMinenhleitwasshining

straightather.

Nicholas:"OhLord,whatisgoingon,I

thoughtherawakeningwasover".

Zamani:"Whatisthemoondoingto

her".

Minuteslatereverythingwentbackto

normal,Minenhlewokeup.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Minenhle:"Mystomachisburning".

Shelifteduphershirts..

Nicholas:"Youhaveamark".

KingNgubane:"Ihaveneverseenthis

markbefore".



Nicholas:"Ialsohavenotseenthis

mark".

.

.

.

Voice1:"Areyousurethatnoonesaw

youwhenyouleftthehouse?".

Voice2:"Noonesawme".

Voice1:"Takethis,makesurethatyou

putitinherfood".

Voice2:"Whatwillhappennext?".

Voice1:"Idon'tknowButineedtobe

surethatshehasneversleptwith

Nicholas".

Voice2:"Idon'tthinksobutIwilldo



exactlywhatyouaretellingmetodo".

Voice1:"Good,Ihavetodothemating

ceremonywithher,ifIsleepwithher

firstNooneisgoingtocomenearher,

becauseshewillbemine.

Voice2:"Howareyougoingtodothat?".

Voice1:"IhavemywaysevenifIhave

toforcemyselfintoherIwill,goback

now".

.

.

.
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-Minenhle

Me:"I'm feelingbetternow,see?".

Isaidstretchingmyhandsforthem to

seethattherewasnothingwrongwith

me,Iwastiredofthem treatingmelikeI

wasdying,Ireallyappreciatedtheir

concernsbutitwasgettingoutofhand.

Zamani:"Butyoustillneedtodrinkthis".

Ididn'tknowwhatwasitbutthetaste

washorrible.

Me:"Happynow?".

Zamani:"Hmm maybethere'smorethat

youneedtodrink".



Me:"ZamaniIswearifi-".

Zamani:"GeezI'm jokingwithyou,I'm

surethefoodisready,let'sgo

downstairs".

Ifollowedhim.

Everyonewasalreadyfinishedeating,I

wenttothekitchentopreparemyself

food.

Zinhle:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Neverbetter".

Zinhle:"There'sadancetonightmaybe

weshouldgo".

Me:"Dance?".

Zinhle:"It'sthetraditionalthingthat

happensaroundhereeveryyearonthe



23rdofthesixthmonth".

Me:"It'sthe23rdtoday?".

Zinhle:"Yeah,what'swrong?".

Me:"AlothashappenedlatelyIeven

forgotwhatdayisit".

Zinhle:"Butyoudon'tlookokay".

Me:"It'smybirthdaytomorrow".

Zinhle:"Ohreally,weshouldprepare

somethingforyou".

Me:"No,Idon'tneedanything,I'm fine

andpleasedon'ttrytodosomething

withoutmeknowing".

Zinhle:"Noproblem butyouhaveto

comewithmetonight".

Me:"Okayfine".



Ilaughedandshookmyhead.

AllmyclotheswereatTheNgubane

palacebuttheroom Iusedhadclothes

eventhoughitwasn'tmytypeofclothes,

wellIneverevenaskthatwhoseclothes

werethey.Iworeafloralshortbob

tubbedress,itmademelooklikea

sixteenyearold.Myhairwasnot

braidedbutIstillhadlongbeautiful

naturalhairwhichIdecidedtoletit

looseforthefirsttime.

Me:"WhereisZinhle?".

Nicholas:"Wow!".

Me:"What?".

Nicholas:"You-Imeanyouareso

beautiful".



Me:"Thankyou,Ifoundtheseinthe

cupboardupstairs,whoseclothesare

they?".

Nicholas:"Noones,youlookbeautiful,

yougoingoutside?".

Me:"Zinhletoldmethere'sadanceI

don'tevenknowwhere".

Nicholas:"Ohthat".

Me:"That?".

Zinhle:"Thereyouare,youlookso

beautiful,Nicholasdon'tyouwannabe

mydate?".

Icrossedmyarmsandlookedat

Nicholas,henoticedthewayIlookedat

him.



Nicholas:"Nohm I-Ihaveworktodo

butyougoandenjoyyourselves".

Zinhle:"Comeonyouarealways

working,youdeserveabreaklet'sgo".

HelookedatmeandIwasn'tsaying

anything.

Nicholas:"Okcool".

Wewentoutsideanditwasverycold,

wewentdowntothebiggarden,itwas

fullofpeople,peopleIknowandthe

onesI'veneverseenbefore.Therewas

maybesixbigfires,peopleweresinging,

dancingandeatingmeat,itwasreally

fun.

Aladycamewithsomethingthatlooked

likeakiwifruitbutitwasn't.



Her:"Doyouwannatastethis?".

Me:"Nothankyou".Isaidwithabig

smile

Nicholas:"Shewannatasteit".

Me:"Whatisthis?".

Theyalllaughedatme.

Nicholas:"Openyourmouth,shewill

breakthistoyourmouth".

IdidasIwastold.

Me:"Ittasteslikewine,naturalsweet

rose".

Nicholas:"Thatswhatwedrinkhereif

wanttogetdrunk,it'scalledkenjubbut

it'snoteffective,wehavetheotherone

thatmakesyoudeaddrunk,youdon't



wannatrythat".

Me:"Wow!It'struethatyoulearn

somethingneweachandeveryday".

Zinhle:"I'm coming".

Shewasreallyenjoyingherself.

Nicholas:"Soit'syourbirthday

tomorrow?".

Ilookedathim.

Nicholas:"IheardyoutellingZinhle,

howoldareyouturning?".

Me:"Don'teveraskagirlsage".

Nicholas:"Ialwaysknewthatyou

sixteen".

Me:"What?".

Helaughed..



Me:"I'm old".

Nicholas:"Howold?Humanoldor

pantherold?".

Me:"humanold".

Nicholas:"Right,youareababy".

Me:"NoI'm not,I'm turningtwentyone".

Nicholas:"Butyoulookyounger,Happy

birthdayinadvanceprincess".

Hewasholdingmyhand,hesaidthat

withasmilehisdimplesweretodiefor.

Me:"Thankyou,sohowoldareyou?".

Nicholas:"Neveraskaguy'sage".

.



.

.

.

Hesaidthatanddisappearedinthe

crowd,Ijoinedtheothercrowdand

peoplewerereallyenjoyingthemselves,

itwasreallyfun.Isawafamiliarfigure

passing,Istoodup.

Voice:"Hey".

ItwasViolatheladywhoworkedatthe

kitchen.

Me:"HeyAuntyViola".

Viola:"Areyoulookingforsomeone".

Me:"No-Imeannotreally".

Viola:"Here'ssomemeat".



Me:"NothankyouI'm fine".

Viola:"Stopbeingsilly".

Whywasshepushingmeintoeating

somethingthatIdidn'twanttoeat.

Me:"IsaidI'm fine".Myvoicewas

startingtobefirm.

Viola:"Ifyoudon'teatthis-".

Me:"Wait!Whosentyou?".

Viola:"What?No-Noonesent,Iwas

just-".

Shewasstuttering,Ifeltabitofirritation

buildingupinsideme,somethingwas

tellingmethatshewasuptosomething.

Me:"Youwilltellmenow!Whosent

you?".Ilookedaround,IthoughtIwas



losingmymind.

Nicholas:"Whatsgoingon?".

Viola:"Icametogiveherthismeatand

sheisaccusingmeofsomethingthatI

don'tevenknow".

Zamani:"Peoplearelooking,let'sgo

inside".

Me:"No!I'm notgoinganywhereuntil

shetellsmewhosenther!!".

Ipushedherveryhardandshefelldown

onherback,everyonewaslookingatus.

Zamani:"Areyououtofyourmind?

She'sjustanoldwomen".

Me:"Toprovethatthismeatisnot

poisonedeatit".



Viola:"Isweari-".

Me:"Eat!!".

Themeatwasallovertheground,she

pickeditupandstartedeating,everyone

gavemethecoldlooks.

Me:"Iswearithought-".

Nicholas:"Goinside".

Me:"Nicholasi-".

Nicholas:"Isaidgobackinside!".

Hewasangry,Iraninsidethemansion,

I'm sureeveryonethoughtIwaslosingit,

Iwenttomybedroom andstartedcrying,

Ididn'tknowwhatwaswrongwithme.

Nicholasopenedthedoor,hewas

furious.



Me:"I'm sorry".

Nicholas:"Sorry?Doyouthinkyour

sorrywillsolveanyofthis?Everyone

knowshowdangerousyouare,my

peopledonotfeelsafeanymorewith

youhere,Ihavehundredsofpeople

leavinghere,peoplethatIgavemylife

toprotectformanyyearsandnowthey

fearfortheirlivesbecauseofone

person,doyouhaveanyideaofwhat

youhavedone?".

Me:"Ithought-".

Nicholas:"Thanyouthoughtwrong!I

don'tevenknowwhattosaytoyou

maybetheelderswererightaboutyou,

wearenotsafewithyouhere".



Icouldn'tstopcrying,Iwantedtotell

him thatIwassorrybutIcouldn't

becausehewasveryupsetandangry,it

wasallmyfault.

Everyonehatedme,Iwasevenafraidto

gooutside,Icriedmyselftosleep.

Thefollowingday,mybirthday,after

refreshingIwentdownstairs,therewas

Nooneinthehouse,Iwasevenafraidto

makefood,AuntMiriam theotherhouse

keepercamein.

Miriam:"Ohthereyouare,howareyou

dear".

Me:"I'm notbadthankyou".

Iwentbacktomybedroom.

Miriam:"Wait!".



Ididn'tlookback,Ilockedthedoor,I

knewthatshewasgoingtolectureme

aboutwhatIdidthepreviousday.Ifelt

likeIwasalone,Ifeltlikeeveryonehated

mebuttheywereafraidtotellmesinceI

wasdangertothem all.IfeltlikeNoone

wantedmeanymore.

Isearchedforapenandapaper.

.

.

.

.

Violawasstayingwithherchildren,the



oldestwasnineteenandtheyoungest

waseleven.

Everyonewasscaredfortheirlivesafter

whattheysawthepreviousnight,the

PantherswhoweretherewhenMinenhle

wasfightingtoldeveryonewhat

happenedbecausetheyhadneverseen

somethinglikethatbeforesowhen

Minenhlestartedafightwithanold

women,theyallgotveryscared.

Amancamein.

Him:"Myleader,somethingterriblehas

happenedweneedyourpresence".

Nicholas:"Whatiswrong?".

Him:"It'sLadyViolamyleader".

Theyallstoodupatthediningtableand



wenttohercottage,intheirminds,they

thoughtmaybeMinenhledidsomething

toher.

Nicholas:"Samuelwhathappenedto

yourmother?".

Violawaslayingdowncrying.

Nicholas:"Iknowwhathappenedlast

nightwaswrong,Iam verysorryifthere

isanythingIcandopleasetellme.

Shewascrying..

Viola:"Iam sorry,Iam theonewho

shouldapologize,youhavebeenso

goodtome,tousall,MaytheLordbless

you,Theyoungladywasright,Iwas

givenliquidbyaman,Ihaveseenhim

maybethreetimes.Hepromisedagood



lifeformeandmyfamily,hewashere

lastnightwhenIfailedtogivetheyoung

ladythepoison,hetookmyyoung

daughter".

Zamani:"SoMinenhlewastellingthe

truth?".

Nicholas:"Iblamedher".

Nicholasrantothemansion,heran

upstairstoMinenhle'sroom butshewas

notthere,henoticedawhitepaperon

topoftheneatlymadebed.Heopenedit.

'""Iam sorryforwhathappenedlast

night,Itwasn'tmyintentiontoputyour

Kingdom andyourpeopleindanger,I

wasjustfollowingmygutsbutitdoesn't

matteranymorebecausewhat'sdoneis



done,Iknowanapologywasnever

enoughanditwillneverbeenough.You

gavemeahomeandinreturninearly

putyourpeopleindanger,Iam very

sorryandIhopethatonedayyouwill

finditinyourhearttoforgiveme.

Iam leaving,Iknowthatitishardfor

youtobanishmebecauseyouthinkthat

maybeIwillhurtyourpeople,Iam very

sorryforputtingyouinthisSituation

~Minenhle''

Helostit,hefeltweakandsatdown.

Zamani:"Thatwomenisreallylosing

herselfnow,wehavetodosomething".

Nicholas:"Sheleft".

Zamani:"Wholeft?Minenhle?".



Hegavehim aletter.

Nicholas:"It'sallmyfault,Ishouldn't

haveshoutedather,yesIwasangrybut

Ineverthoughtshewilljustleavenot

likethis".

Zamani:"Whatarewegoingtodo?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknow,wheredoyou

thinkshewouldhavegoneto?".

Zamani:"Idon'tknow,everyonewants

her,herpowers".

Nicholas:"Iwillnevereverforgive

myselfifsomethinghappenstoher".

.

.

.
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-Minenhle

Iwasupsetanddisappointedatmyself,

Ihadtolearntocontrolmyanger,yesI

wantedtorunawaybutwherewasI

goingtorunto?

Iwalkeddownthefields,Isawthree

peopletalking,itlookedliketwoadults



andayounggirl,Ihidmyselfinthehuge

trees,itwasViolathepalace

housekeeperwithanunknownmenbut

themenlookedexactlylikeNicholas,he

hadlonghairwithbroadshoulders.

Viola:"Theybelievedme,nowtheywill

startlookingformydaughter,whenthey

leavethepalaceIwilltellyousothat

youcomeinandtakethatyoung

women".

Themen:"Butdidtheyreallybelieve

you?".

Viola:"Theydid,Iwillgotellthem that

youthreatenedme,IknowthatNicholas

willcomerunningsearchingformy

daughter".



Themen:"ThanIwillcomerunningand

takeher,goodidea,brilliant,Iwantthat

girlbeforeNonkanyiso'sceremony".

Viola:"Youwillhaveher,ourplanwill

workperfectly".

Violawasbehinditall,Ineededtogo

backandmakethem believethatIwas

rightabouther,ViolathoughtIwasstill

atthemansion.Iranfastgoingback,I

neededtowarneveryoneaboutViola.

.

.

---NARRATED---



Nicholaswasgoingcrazyandblaming

himselfforthedisappearanceof

Minenhle,ifheweretostartlookingfor

herwherewashegoingtostart.

Nicholas:"Comein".

Hesaidthatafterhearingaknockonhis

bedroom door,Zinhlecamein.

Zinhle:"Hi".

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Zinhle:"IthoughtIshouldcomeand

checkuponyou".

Nicholaslookedather.

Zinhle:"Youknowmaybeit'sagood

thingthatMinenhleisgone,sheis-".

Nicholas:"Nooneaskedforyour



opinion".

Zinhle:"Nicholascan'tyouseewhat's

goingonhere?Eversincethatgirlcame

toourworldeverythinghasbeenamess,

can'tyouseethatsheisdestroyingus

andwearetooblindtoseethat".

Nicholas:"Whatdidshedestroy?Allshe

everdidwastohelpinnocentpeople,

shesavedlotsofinnocentkidsfrom

yourfamily'scruelleadership,your

brotherisdestroyinghisownkingdom

andallsheevertriedtodowastosave

innocentpeoplesowhatexactlydidshe

destroy?".

Zinhle:"Shehasbrainwashedyou,

Nicholas!".



Shewenttohim andtouchedhim,she

slowlybrushedhisface.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Zinhle:"Comeon,don'tactlikeyou

don'twantme,I'veseenthewayyou

lookatme".

Herhandtraileddowntohisstomach.

Zinhle:"ComeonNicholasIknowyou

wantmetoo".

Shetiptoedtokisshim,herlipstouched

hisandShestartedmovingthem,the

dooropened,theybothjumped.

Minenhle:"I-I'm sorry,Iwillcomeback

later".

Nicholas:"OhmyGodyouareback,you



are-"herantohertryingtohugherbut

shemovedbackandlookedaway,she

thenwalkedout.

.

.

-Minenhle

Iwashurt,Nicholasdidn'tcareatallthat

Iwasgone,hesawitasanopportunity

tohookupwithNtombeZinhle,Iknow

wewerenotdatingbutIfeltsomething

veryspecialforhim.Ifeltweak,

heartbrokenbutIdidn'twanttoshow

him becausewewerenotofficially

dating,hewasjustagenerouskindmen

whowasonlyhelpingus.Irantomy



room regrettingwhyIcamebackbut

evenifIdidnotcomebackIdidn'thave

aplacetorunto,MrNeilhelpedus

beforebutIwasn'treadytoputhim and

hispeopleindanger.

Nicholas:"It'snotwhatyouthink".Iwas

crying,whenIheardhisvoiceIquickly

wipedmytearsandlookedathim.

Me:"Whatisityouaretalkingabout?".

Nicholas:"Zinhle,sheistheonewho

triedtokissme,Ididnotkissherback".

Me:"Nicholas,youdon'thavetoexplain

yourselftomeactuallyIcameba-".

Nicholas:"Idohavetoexplainmyselfto

you,Ihavetoexplaineverythingtoyou,

shewasseducingme,Iwasgetting



readytogolookforyou,Iwasnotinmy

rightstateofmind,Iwasworriedsick

aboutyou".

Me:"Butstillyoukissedher".

Nicholas:"Shekissedme,Ididn'tkiss

herback,pleasebelieveme".

.

.

.

.

Me:"WhyshouldIbelieveyou?".

Nicholas:"Bec-becauseyoumatterto

me,Idon'tevendream oftouchingany

women,Icareaboutyou".



Me:"Whydoyoucare?".

Nicholas:"BecauseIloveyoudammit,

yesIloveyou,morethanyoucan

imagine"IkeptquietbecauseIdidn't

knowwhattosay.

Nicholas:"Iunderstandifyoudon'tfeel

thesame,Iwillbeinroom".

Me:"Iloveyou,Iloveyoutoo".

Nicholas:"Youdo?"Hecouldn'tbelieve

it.

Me:"Yes".Hehuggedmetightly

Nicholas:"pleasebelievemewhenIsay

there'snothinggoingonbetweenZinhle

andI".

Me:"Iknow".



Nicholas:"I'm sorryforshoutingatyou

earlier,Viola,youwererightabouther".

Me:"Wellthat'swhyIcameback,Isaw

herdownatthefieldswithamenwho

lookslikeyou,hehaslonghairjustlike

yours".

Nicholas:"Godthat'smybrother,did

youhearwhattheyweretalkingabout?".

Me:"IsViola'sdaughtermissing?"He

nodded.

Me:"Wellsheplannedallthatwithyour

brother,shesaidshe'sgonnacomehere

cryingsayinghethreatenedhersothat

youguyswillleaveeverythingandrunto

saveherdaughterthanyourbrotherwill

comehereandtakeme".



Nicholas:"Mybrotherwantsyou?But

why?Heisaveryselfishman".

Me:"Sowhatarewegoingtodo?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowbutwehaveto

dosomething,come".

Heheldmyhandandwewent

downstairs.

Me:"Wait"hestopped.

Me"Idon'twantustotelleveryone

aboutusyet,IknowthatZamaniisfine

witheverythingbutlet'snotbreakthe

newsyet".

Nicholas:"Iwasn'tgoingto,notuntil

youareready,let'sgo".

KingNgubane:"Youareback"he



huggedme

Zamani:"Youscareduspleasedon'tdo

thatagain"hehuggedme.

Me:"I'm sorryIwon'tdoitagain".

Violacameincrying,Nicholasjust

lookedatme.

Viola:"Hewashere,hesaidheisgoing

tokillmydaughter,pleasehelpme,

please".

Nicholas:"Wewillgolookforher,go

backtoyourcottagewewillgonow".

Viola:"Thankyou,thankyousomuch"

shewentout.

Me:"Areyououtofyourmind?"

Nicholas:"Pleasetrustmeonthisone,



everyonepleasegotothethirdfloorbut

Iwantyoutogooutandusetheback

door".

Zamani:"Whataboutthechild?".

Nicholas:"Dontworryaboutthechild,

hurrynowandusethebackdoor"they

allwentout,itwasjustthetwoofusleft,

Ifoldedmyarmsandlookedathim.

Nicholas:"Doyoutrustme?".

Me:"It'snotlikeIhaveachoicedoi?I

trustyou"hekissedmyforehead.

Nicholas:"That'sallIneed,gotothe

kitchenandmakeanythingtoeat".

Me:"What?".

Nicholas:"Yousaidyoutrustmeright?



Gotothekitchenthen".itwasnotlikeI

hadachoice,whenIwenttothekitchen

IrealizedthatIwasactuallyhungry,I

mademyselfsomethingquicktoeat,

whenItookthefirstbitesomeone

spoke.

Him:"MydearestAmanda".Itwasthe

menIsawatthefields,helooked

exactlylikeNicholastheonlydifference

wasthathelookedolderthanhim.

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Him:"I'm CasperParker"hestretched

outhishandforahandshake,Ilookedat

him.

Ikeptquiet.

Casper:"Itisnicetoofficiallyseeyou,



youareevenmorebeautifulinperson,

wellIdidnotcomehereforachitchat,

wewilltalkwhenwegethome"hecame

straightatmeandroughlyheldmyhand.

Me:"Donttouchme,leavemealone!".

Casper:"Iwasverywellinformedabout

yourtemper,don'tworryIbroughtthis,it

willputyouindeepestsleepuntilwe-".

Nicholas:"Iwouldn'tdothatifIwere

you"Casperlookedshocked,hereally

thoughtIwasalone.

Nicholas:"Leaveheralone,youseeI

don'tunderstandyouandyourson

Ntobeko,youarebothhungryforpower".

Casper:"You!Youplannedallthis?".

Nicholas:"Getout".



Casper:"Nicholasyouwillpayforthis,

firstofallyoukilledourfatherandnow

youaretryingtoprotectthiswitch".

.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"YesIam protectingher

speciallyfrom thepowerhungrypeople

likeyourselfandNtobeko".

InoticedthatNicholas'solderbrother

wasafraidofhim,Iaskedmyselfso

manyquestionsabouthim,hefeared

Nicholas.



Nicholas:"Runbigbrother".Caspertook

somethingthatlookedlikepowderand

threwitatNicholas,Nicholascriedin

pain.

Me:"Whatdidyoudoyoutohim?".

Casper:"Calm down,youwillnowcome

withme".

Me:"I'm notcominganywherewithyou"

heroughlydraggedme.

Casper:"Youarecomingwithme!".

Me:"Leavemealone,Nicholas!"Ithrew

apunchathim buthedidn'tfeel

anything,heslappedmeandlaughed.

Casper:"Youareweak,youthinkyou

canfightme,lookoutside,mypeople

aresurroundingthiswholeplace,ifyou



wanttosavethepeopleofthissmall

kingdom comewithme".Iwascrying,I

felthelplessbecauseNicholaswas

layingdownfightingtoopenhiseyes.

Me:"Pleasestayawayfrom us"he

slappedmyfaceoncemore,hedidn't

realizethathewasprovokingme,he

wasmakingmeangry.IsawNicholas

standingupgoingstraighttothetapto

washhiseyes,IpushedCasper.

Me:"Isaidleavemealone"tearsstarted

comingout,hewasreallymakingme

angry,ItookthekniveIwasusingand

threwitathim.

IheardpeoplecominginbutIwastoo

angrytopayattentiontothem.



Zamani:"Whatisgoingon?".

Iwasangry,ItookeverythingIcouldsee

andthrewitatCasper,heturnedintoa

Panther.

KingNgubane:"Heisgoingtokillher".

Nicholas:"Nohewon't".

Wewerefacingeachother,Iwasn't

scaredanymorebutIwasmoreangry,

ThepantherjumpedatmebutIwas

quicktomeetinhalfwayontheair,I

helditwithitfourlegsandjumpedout

ofthewindow,Ihaveneverlearntor

trainedhowtousemywingsorhowto

usemynewgift,itjusthappenedonit

own.Hisguardsweresurroundingthe

wholeplace,Ihithim severaltimeson



theground,Noonewasbraveenoughto

comeclosertome,Ihithim oncemore

andthrewhim ontheside,Icamecloser

totheothersbuttheyallran.'They

shouldn'tgetfar',myinnerselftoldme,I

lookeduptotheskyandastrongwind

startedblowing,Ithenfacedthe

directionwheretheotherPanthersran

to,thewindblewharderfollowedby

lightning,itwasdarkverydark.

Zamani:"Ifwedon'tstophersheis

goingtodestroythisentireplace".

Nicholascamerunningtomeand

touchedme,Ipushedhim andhehitthe

ground,hewasinpainbuthestoodup

andcameback.Hehuggedmetightly

butstillgroaninginpain,hebrushedmy



back,tryingtocalm medown,slowlyI

wasgettingbacktomysenses,slowly

theangerwasslowingdown,Ifeltweak

andtired.Nicholasheldmeandtookme

tothesittingarea,Ilayeddownonthe

couch.

KingNgubane:"I'veneversee

somethinglikethisbefore,Parkerare

youalright?".

Nicholas:"Iwillbefine".

Zamani:"Minenhleneedstrainingon

howtocontrolheranger,shenearly

destroyedthiswholeplace".

Nicholas:"Yesahhhertemperaturewas

veryhigh,IfeltitwhenItouchedher..

Shedidhelpusallthough".



.

.

.........

Minenhle:"Iwill,I'm comingback"she

keptonwhisperingthat,shewaslaying

onthecouch,shelookedverytired.

Minenhle:"I'm coming,I'm coming

back".

KingNgubane:"Whoisshetalkingto?".

Zamani:"Minenhle,Minenhle".

Shekeptonlookingattheceiling..

Minenhle:"I'm coming,I'm coming

back"'

Nicholas:"Amanda!".Theyshookher

butshekeptonlookinginoneplaceand



whisperingthesamethings.

Zamani:"Whatisgoingonwithher?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknow,Ireallydon't

know".

.

.

.
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NOTE:THISINSERTCONTAINSSEXUAL

SCENES.

.

.

.

Everyonealwaysfellasleepwithoneeye

openbecauseinthepastcoupleofdays

Iwassleepwalkingandinthemorning

theyalwaystoldmethatItalkonmy

sleep,IwouldbelyingifIsayIdo

rememberthatbutitwasstartingto

worryme.

Nicholasneverwenttobed,hewould

lookaftermethewholenight.



Mytrainingstarted.

Me:"Dowereallyneedtodothis?".

Nicholas:"Yes".

Me:"Butwhy,Iknowhowtoflywithmy

wingsandtousemygift".

Nicholas:"Butyoustillneedtraining".

Me:"AndIstilldon'tgetit".

Heinhaleddeeplyandlookedatme.

Me:"ButstillNickIdon'tneedthis

training".

Nicholas:"Likereallynow?".

Hewasmockingme.

Zamani:"Whowilltrainwithher?".

Nicholas:"Iam,Idon'twanthertohurt



anyonesoIwilldoit".

Me:"Butiwillstillhurtyou".

Nicholas:"Iknowthatbutwedon'twant

anyoneelsetogethurt,dowe?".Ishook

myhead.

Nicholas:"Oklet'sdothis".

Zamani:"Iwillleaveyouguysthen".He

leftthetraininghall.

Me:"Butdoyoureallyhavetotrainwith

me?Icandoitalone,Idon'twanttohurt

you".

Nicholas:"Ifyoudon'thurtme,youwill

hurtyourselfsoit'sbetterifItrainwith

you".

ItwasnotlikeIhadachoice.



Nicholas:"Okwewillstartonanger

management,wecommonlysubstitute

angerforotheremotionsthatyoufind

morehardtodealwith,itisimpoliteto

expressanger".

Me:"Soyouaresayingit'spolitefor

peopletoprovokeme?".

Nicholas:"No,whenyouangryyou

displayaggressivebehavioursand-".

Me:"Butthat'swhatpeoplearepushing

metodo,Ican'tcontrolit".

Nicholas:"That'swhywearehere,to

helpyoulearnhowtocontrolit".

Istoodup.

Me:"Youknowwhatthisisstupid,when

I'm angrydoIhurtinnocentpeople?".



Nicholas:"No".

Me:"Ionlydealwiththosethatneedsto

bedealtwithsowhyexactlyarewe

here?".

Nicholas:"Babylistento-".

Me:"No!YouandZamaniaretryingto

makemefeellikesomesortofamaster,

Iwillnevereverhurtinnocentpeople".

Nicholas:"Butyoudodestroyplaces".

Me:"No-ImeanalittleGeezNickit's

notabigdealaslongasIdon'thurt

people,ifIdestroytownstheycanbe

builtagainsoIthinkwearedonehere".

Nicholas:"Amandaweneed-".

Me:"Ineedfood,lotsofit".



Helookedamusedandshookhishead.

Me:"Areyoucomingwithmeornot?".

Hestoodupandfollowedme..

Zamani:"Youguysaredone?".

Me:"Yesweare".

Zamani:"Thatwasfast".

Nicholas:"Firstdaysarealwaysfast".

Gloriathehousekeeperspoke.

Gloria:"Imaderoastedduckand

potatoes,wouldyoulikesome".

Me:"Yesplease,wearefamished".

Shesmiledandstarteddishingforus.

Nicholas:"Igotaletterfrom theleaders,

theyhavestartedpreparingfor



Nonkanyiso'sceremonysomypeople

willalsohavetogiveahelpinghand".

Zamani:"Iwonderwhatreallyisgoing

tohappenthisyear".

Nicholas:"SheapprovedmyKingdom

soIdon'tknowwhatwillbenext".

Me:"SheapprovedyourKingdom,how?

Nonkanyisoisjustamoon".

Zamani:"Sheismorethanthat

Nonkanyisoistheonewhochoosesthe

KingsofeachandeveryKingdom,she's

verypowerful".

Me:"ehhhow?".

Nicholas:"Aftereverytenyearsofthe

tenthmonthweholdaceremony,it's

verybeautifulbutlasttimewedidthe



ceremonybutshedidn'tcomeout".

Me:"Whydidn'tshecomeout?".

Zamani:"Itmeanstherewassomething

wedidwrongbutwehopethistimeshe

willcomeout,youwillsee,alothappens

inthatceremony".

Nicholas:"That'strue,alotdoes

happenandIdon'tthinkI'm readyforit".

Nicholastookhisplateandwalkedout.

Zamani:"IwasrightaboutNicholas".

Me:"Youwere?".

Zamani:"Thathewillgototheendsof

theworldtryingtoprotectyou,theother

dayyouinjuredhim buthedidn't

complain,todayheinsistedthatit's

betterifyouhurthim thanhurtanyother



personhere".

Me:"Ohthat?".

.

.

.

.

Zamani:"Yesthat,Ithinkyoushouldtry

beingalittlemoreappreciative,theguy

deservesit".

Me:"Areyousurethatyoudon'tmindI

meanifNickandi-.

Zamani:"Idon'tmind,youguysdeserve

eachother".

Me:"Ohrightthankyou?".



Isaiditasaquestionheshookhishead

andlaughed.

Thetrainingwentonfordayseven

thoughIdidn'tunderstandwhyIhadto

train,themoreItrainedwasthemoreI

gotachancetoknowNicholasmore.

Nicholas:"That'snothowwedoit".

Hesaidlaughing..

Me:"What?Youcan'tblamemeI'm

tired".

Nicholas:"ComeonAmandaweonly

juststartedfewminutesago".

Me:"Butstill-".

Zinhlecamewithaglassoficewater.

Zinhle:"Ibroughtyouthis".



ShesaidgivingittoNicholas,she

blushedathim andleft.

Me:"Areyouseriouslydrinkingthat?".

Nicholas:"What?It'sjustwater".

Igavehim aquestioninglook..

Nicholas:"OkfineI'm notdrinkingit".

Me:"Youweren'tgonnadrinkevenif

youwantedto".

Nicholas:"Youlooksocutewhenyou

jealous".

Me:"I'm notjealous".

Nicholas:"Youare".

Me:"I'm not".

Nicholas:"Yesyouare".



Hesaidhuggingmefrom myback,his

touchonlymademywholebodyshiver,

hisfacewasonmyneck,itwasvery

hardtobreathortoevenopenmyeyes,

hishandwentundermyT-shirt.He

turnedaroundandfacedme.

Nicholas:"Youarereallydrivingme

insane".

Me:"Isthatabadthing?".

Nicholas:"No,Iloveit".

Hesmiledandgavemeakissonmy

foreheadandstartedcleaningthe

traininghall,jerk!Hewassupposedto

kissmeonmylipspassionately.

KingNgubane:"HowdoIlook?".

Hewaswearinganewshirtanda



trouser.

Us:"Good".

Zinhle:"Areyougoingsomewhere?".

KingNgubane:"No,someonedesigned

theseforme".

Me:"Wow!Really?".

Zamani:"Who?".

KingNgubane:"Averyspecial

someone".

Hestartedwalkingupstairs,weburst

intolaughter.

Me:"Iwonderwhoisthatspecial

someone".

Nicholas:"Amandacomewithme,I

havesomethingthatIneedtoshowyou".



Ifollowedhim uptohisroom,helocked

thedoor,heheldmyhandandledmeto

hiscloset.

Me:"Areweplayinghideandseek?".

Helaughedwhenheopenedthedoor

wewereinthehugeroom.Theroom

wasfullofbeautifulpaintingsofmyself.

Me:"Theseareverybeautiful".

Nicholas:"That'swhatIalwaysdoon

mysparetime".

Me:"PleasetellmeaboutAmanda".

Heclearedhisthroatandlookedthe

otherway.

Nicholas:"Therighttimeforthatis

coming,it'sjustnottoday".



Me:"Okay"

Nicholas:"Lookatme,pleasetrustme".

Me:"Idotrustyou".

Nicholas:"Thankyouthat'sallIneed,

whateverhappensattheceremony

pleaseknowthatIloveyouandIwill

nevereverleaveyourside".

Me:"Whatexactlyisgoingtohappen?".

Nicholas:"Nooneknowsbutthemoon

does"

Inodded,welefttheroom andwentto

hisbedroom.

Me:"WhenIfirstarrivedheretherewas

agirlwhointroducedherselfasyour

sister,whereisshe?".



Nicholas:"Sheleft".

Me:"Why?".

Nicholas:"ThedecisionsI'vemade

turnedeveryoneagainstme".

Me:"Idon'tunderstand".

Nicholas:"LetsjustsayIsacrificedmy

familyjusttoseethepersonIlove

happy".

Ididn'twanttoaskanymorequestions,

helookedveryuncomfortable.Hishand

touchedtherightsideofmyface,every

timehetouchedmeIwouldfeelthe

electricalfeelinggoingthroughmyveins,

mystomachwillflip,hebroughtthe

emotionsandfeelingsIhaveneverfelt

before.Helookedatmestraightinthe



eyesandsmiledabit,hisdimples

tuckedbeautifullyonhischeeks,his

smallChineseeyeswereoceanbluebut

changedcolourwheneverhechangedto

hisPantherform,hewasbeautiful.He

slowlygothisfaceclosertomine,his

lipsslowlytouchedmine,hestarted

movingthem andImovedalong,hislips

werehot,softandwet,thekissstarted

tobefirm,Imoanedbetweenthekiss,

heslowlypushedmeandIlayedonhis

bedashegotontopofme.Thefeeling

tangledthroughmyearsashesuckon

them.

.

.

.



.

Iwaslostinhistouch,Igaspedashe

suckedharderonmyneck,hishand

wentundermyshirtanditwentup

playingalong.Hestoptryingtocatch

hisbreathandIwasalsodoingthe

same.

Nicholas:"Ithinkweshouldstop".

Me:"Why?Idon'twanttostop".

Nicholas:"Youdon'tmeanthat,you

havenoideawhatthiswillcomewith".

Me:"Thentellme".

Nicholas:"Amandaifwedothis,wewill

havetomatefirst,youwillhavetobe

mineforever,youwillfeeleverythingI

feel,ifI'm nervous,sadohGodyoudon't



wanttodothis".

Me:"Iwantto".

Nicholas:"Aresure?Idon'twant-".

Me:"YesIam sure".

Hewasn'tsure,hethoughtmaybethe

emotionswerecontrollingmeinto

makingthisdecision,hebentoverand

ourlipsstartedmovingtogetherin

perfectsynch,hewasgoinginhard,

makingmewanttolosecontrol,the

feelingofecstasywasrunningthrough

myveins,hewentharderandharderhe

wasgroaningontopofmeandI

couldn'tcontrolmymoans.Hestopped

andliftedupmyshirt,Ihidmybreasts

becauseI'veneverbeennakedinfront



ofaguybefore,hesmiledandshookhis

head.HetookofhisT-shirttoo.

Nicholas:"Comehere".

Isatupstraight,hetookhisfingerand

cuthimselfonhisneckhethengot

closertome,atfirstIhesitatedbutI

startedkissinghim onhiswoundand

swallowedhisblood,hecuthimselfon

histummyandIdidthesame.Iwas

scaredofcuttingmyselfthinkingthat

maybeitwasgoingtohurt,yesthe

cuttingdidhurtbutthefeelingthat

camewhenhestartedsuckingand

drinkingmybloodwasbeyondamazing,

Icouldn'tstopmoaning.Hestarted

takingoutmytrousersandIhelpedhim,

wewerebothontopofeach,skinto



skin.Hepackedthekissesonmythighs

beforegoinginfullforce,hehadagreat

viewofmywholebodyandhecouldn't

stopadmiringit.Iwasafraidoflooking

athim becauseIwasn'treadytolookat

hismanhood.Heopenedmylegsusing

his,hedidn'tbreaktheeyesight,hebent

overandslowlykissedmeagain,he

startedpavingfortheentrancebutI

gaspedfeelingthepain.

Nicholas:"Relaxyourbodybaby,Iwill

trynottohurtyou".

Inodded,hestartedkissingmeagain,I

closedmyeyesasIfelthim tryingtoget

insideme,onethrusthewasin,I

moanedinpain.

Me:"Ithurts".



Nicholas:"I'm sorrybaby,I'm sorry".

Hestartedmovingslowlybutthepain

didn'tgoaway,thefeelingwasvery

goodandIwantedhim todoitmoreand

more,hispacestartedchanging,he

entrustedveryhard,thepainwasgone

theonlythingIfeltwasthefeelingof

pleasure,hegroanedveryloudand

kissedmylips,Icouldn'texplainthe

feelingIfeltwhenhedidhislastentrust.

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YahIam".

Wecuddledinbed..

Nicholas:"Thankyoufortrustingme

withyourself,itmeansalotandmoreto

me".



Me:"Iloveyou".

Nicholas:"Iloveyoutoo".

.

.
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Everythingfeltsoright,Iwasn't



regrettingasinglething,Iwashappy,

Nicholasbroughthappinessinmylife.

Nicholas:"Violaleft".

KingNgubane:"Whatdoyoumeanshe

left?".

Nicholas:"Shetookallherbelongings

andleft".

Me:"I'm notsurprisedmaybeshe's

planningtocomebackwithanother

trickandkillmethistimearound".

Zamani:"Thatwillneverhappen".

Nicholas:"Sheisnotallowedhereever

again".

Me:"Howsureareyouaboutthat?That



womenwassupposedtobelockedup

fortherestofherlifebutwhatdidyou

do?Yousatbackanddidnothing".

Zamani:"Thatwaswrongbutweare

sorry,wewillmakesurethatnexttime

shewon'tcomehereeveragain".

Me:"Let'shopeso".

Nicholas:"Wepromiseokay?".

Inodded..

Nicholas:"Ithinkweareallgoodtogo

now".

Zamani:"Doweallhavetogothere?".

KingNgubane:"Youknowthatweall



havetogiveahelpinghelpinghand".

Me:"Evenme?".

Nicholas:"Don'tfeelspecialmylove,

youarealsocoming,passmethatpaper

please".

Itookthepaperandgaveittohim.

Me:"I'm notgoingwithyouguys".

Zamani:"Butyouarestillcoming".

Me:"ButI'm-".

Nicholas:"Let'sgo,we'llbelate".

Idon'tevenknowwhyIwasdragged

alongwiththem,thecardrovetothe

placeswhereIhaveneverbeento

before.

Me:"Wherearewe?".



Zinhle:"Rosevilleoursmallbeautiful

town,yourememberwhenIsaidwe

shouldgooutshopping,weweregonna

comehere".

Thecardroveuntilwewereatthehuge

river,thereweremanypeopleothers

buildingasmallwoodenbridgethat

goestothemiddleoftheriver,where

thebridgeendedtherewasahuge

spaceenoughtoaccommodatemore

thanhundredpeople,itwasmorelikea

stage.

Me:"Isthatastageinthemiddleofthe

river?".

Iwasshocked.

Zamani:"Yes".



Me:"Godyouarealloutofyourminds".

Nicholas:"Wewillgocheckifthere's

anythingwecandotohelpwiththe

stage,youfollowtheseladiesmaybe

youmightfindsomethingtodo".

Inodded,thereweremanypeople,I

lookedaround,awomenwalkingby

droppedanecklace,Ipickeditupand

followedher.

Me:"Ma'm,Ma'm".

Shedidn'tlookback.

Zinhle:"Heyareyouseriouslytalking

alone".

Me:"No,thatwomendropped-wait

whereisshe?".



Zinhle:"Who?ComeIwanttoshowyou

something".

Sheheldmyhandandthewomenwas

nowheretobeseen,Iputthenecklace

onmytrouserpocket.

Zinhle:"Thisisbeautiful,isn'tit?".

Thereweremanybeautifulflowersthat

wereusedfordecoration,placedin

orderitwasverybeautiful.

Me:"This,it'sbeautiful".

Itwasabeautifulrose,greenincolour

withbrownandwhitesmalldots,itwas

beautiful.

Nicholas:"Doyoulikeit?".

Me:"It,itlooks".



Nicholas:"Familiar?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutit'slikeI'veseenit

before".

Nicholas:"Doyoumayberemember

whereyou'veseenitbefore?".

Me:"Maybeit'sjustaflower".

Nicholas:"Itsnotjustaflower-".

Me:"Areyouguysdonewiththe

bridge?".

Nicholas:"Therewasn'tanymuchwork

thatneededtobedone,theflower,do

you-".

Me:"Comeonlet'sgo".

Ipulledhishandandwewenttothecar,

Ineededtofindthewomenwho



droppedhernecklace.

Whenwearrivedhomelunchwas

alreadywaitingforus.

Zinhle:"Thingsaredifferentthistime

around,thedecorationismorebeautiful

thisyear".

KingNgubane:"Itisverybeautiful,I

wonderwhatwillhappenatthe

ceremony".

Zamani:"Let'snotstressaboutit".

Zinhle:"Ihavetofigureoutwhatto

wearmaybeyoursecretdesignerdad

candesignsomethingforus".

KingNgubane:"Iwilltalktoher".

Zinhle:"Mydresswillhavetomatch



Nicholas'ssuit".

Nicholas:"Whatfor?".

Zinhle:"Whynot?Imeaneveryonecan

seethatwebothlookgoodtogether".

Nicholas:"But-".

Zinhle:"ComeonNichola,Iwillchoose

thedesign".

Shestoodupwithherplate.afteralong

dayIneededabath,Iwenttomy

bedroom andtookaverylongbath.

.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"CanIcomein".



Me:"Youarealreadyin".

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Whydoyoucare?".

Nicholas:"MyLoveifthere'sanything

that'sbotheringyou,pleasetalktome".

Me:"SonowyournameisNichola?".

Nicholas:"What?".

Me:"Zinhlecalledyouthat,stopleading

heron,tellherthatyouareina

relationshipandyouwon'twearthose

crazymatchingsuitsorratherIwilltell

hermyself".

Nicholas:"Nobabyi-".

Me:"GetoutofhereNickandpleasetell

Zinhlethatyouhaveagirlfriend,please



gobeforeIgetangryandwebothknow

whathappenswhenI'm angry".

Helifteduphishandsinsurrenderand

walkedout,Igotdressedandwentout

oftheroom.

Iwasupset,Nicholaswasleading

Ntombezinhleon,yesIunderstoodthat

hewasn'tthepersonwhotalkstoo

muchbutstillthatwasn'tanexcusefor

hisactions.Iwentdownstairs.

Nicholas:"Baby".

Ifoldedmyhandsandlookedathim.

Me:"Didyouspeaktoher?".

Nicholas:"BabeIwasbut-".

Me:"WellthenIwilldoitforyou".



Zamani:"Iseverythingalright?".

Nicholas:"Everythingisfine,babyIwill

speaktohernow,youdon'thaveto".

Zinhlecame,IlookedatNicholas.

Nicholas:"OkayGuysIhavesomethingI

needtotellyou,Amandaandi-Imean

weareinarelationshipandit'svery

serious".

Zamani:"WellI'venoticedthat,sois

thatnews?".

Me:"Zamani!".

Helaughed..

Zamani:"CongratulationsI'llbeinmy

room".

Nicholas:"ZinhleI'm sorryifIledyouon



butitwasn'tmyintention,IloveandI

alwayslovedAmandaandwhatwehave

isveryveryserious".

Zinhle:"Soyou'veneverbeenattracted

tome?".

Nicholas:"Noihavenever,Iam sorry

butthisisthewomenIlove".

Shelookedhurtanddisappointed,she

ranupstairs.

Nicholas:"GodthatwasharderthanI

thought".

Me:"Itwaseasy"'

Nicholas:"Godyouareunbelievable".

Me:"Andyoustillloveme".

Nicholas:"WellIloveyouevenmore,let



mefinishthispaperwork,Iwillbewith

youshortly".

Hekissedmepassionately,Iwentto

Zamani'sroom.

Me:"Hey,whatareyoudoing?".

Zamani:"Reading".

Me:"Right,lookatthis".

Zamani:"Whatisthis?".

Me:"Awomendroppedthisnecklacein

town,Itriedcallingherbutshenever

lookedbackbutsomethingistellingme

thatthisismorethanjustanecklace".

Zamani:"isthisadiamond?".

Thenecklacehadarounddiamondbut

maybeitwasjustfake



Me"Idon'tknow,come,Iwanttoshow

yousomething"

Iledhim outsidetothefieldswherethe

bigpaintingswere.

Me:"Doyourecognizethesefaces?".

Zamani:"OhmyGod,Irecognizeafew

I'veseenhim intheoldbooksathome".

Me:"Whichone,Imeanwho?".

Zamani:"Thefirstone,heistheone

whofoundKwa-Nyamazane".

Me:"Theonewhodiscovereditandthe

firstpersontofightthePanthers?".

Zamani:"Yesandthisishiswife,the

thirdoneisthefirstKingsbrother".

Me:"Waitso,Kwa-Nyamazanewasn't



dividedbeforethewayitisnow?".

Zamani:"NopethefirstKingruledall

thesesixKingdoms,therewasonlyone

kingbuteachvillagehadachief,him

(pointingatthefourthpainting)started

warbywantingthePantherstorulethe

wholeofKwa-Nyamazanethat'swhen

hekilledhisownbrother".

Me:"Comethisside,Her,Iknowher".

Zamani:"Youdo?".

Me:"Sheismymother,Imeanshe

looksexactlylikemymother".

Zamani:"SheisthefirstKingsdaughter,

whentheKingdiedshetookoverthe

wholekingdom butshedidn'trulefora

longtimesinceherunclewantedthe



throne".

Me:"Howdoyouknowallthis?".

Zamani:"I'm thefirstinlineremember?

WellImeanIwasuntilNtobekodecided

totakeoverbutIlearnedallthehistory

ofKwa-Nyamazanethat'swhatyoudo

whenyouaregoingtobeKing".

Me:"Iunderstand".

Zamani:"Andshelooksexactlylikeyou,

beautiful".

Me:"Thankyou,Next,whoishe?".

Zamani:"Wait!Comehere,lookatthis

veryclosely".

Me:"What?".

Zamani:"ThefirstKingswife,she's



wearingthesamenecklace-".

.

.

.

.

Me:"OhmyGod,it'sexactlythesame".

Zamani:"YourGrandmothercameto

giveyouhernecklace".

Me:"MyGrandmother?NoI'm notfrom

here,Inevermetmygrandmotherbut-".

Zamani:"Butwhat?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIwaslivinga

normallifebeforeIcamehere,Ididn't

knowanythingaboutthislife,sheisnot

mygrandmaandthatwomenisnotmy



mother,theyjustlookthesame".

Zamani:"Thereismoretothisbutthat

isyourmother".

Me:"Let'sgowewillfinishthis

tomorrow".

Iwasdown,Istartedquestioningmylife.

DeepdownIknewthattherewas

somethingthatmademerelatetoKwa-

NyamazanebecauseIfeltconnectedto

it.

Nicholas:"IfyouarenotalrightIcan

giveyousomespace,I'llseeyouinthe

morningmylove".

Me:"Pleasedon'tleave".

Nicholas:"Youwanttocuddle?".



Me:"Morethanever".

Hedidn'taskanymorequestions,

Nicholaswasthatguythatwon'tpush

youintoanything,wewentinsidethe

blankets,IwasinaplacewhereIfelt

warm andsafe,Iwasinhisarms.

InthemiddleofthenightIfeltsomeone

pokingme,Ilookedupandamanwas

sittingonthecouch.

Me:"Nick".

Nicholas:"Hmmm".

Helookedup.

Nicholas:"Whoareyouandwhatare

youdoinghere?".

Him:"Iam sorrytodisturbbutshehas



somethingthatdoesn'tbelongtoher,I

wantitback".

Nicholaslookedatme.

Me:"Getout!".

Him:"Juliannesentmetotellherthat

sheshouldbringitbackherself".

Nicholas:"Andifshedoesnot?".

Him:"I'm justamessenger".

Hejumpedoutofthewindow,Nicholas

lookedatme.

Nicholas:"MyLoveistheresomething

thatyouwanttotellme?".

Me:"WellI'm-i,there'sawomenwho

droppedhernecklacewhenIcalledher

shedidn'thearmesoIhaveitherewith



me".

Nicholas:"OhmyGod,letmeseeit".

Itookitandgaveittohim.

Me:"Iwasatthepaintingsearlierwe

sawthefirstlady-".

Nicholas:"Ithers,itbelongedtothefirst

ladyofKwa-Nyamazane".

Inodded.

Nicholas:"Didyoumaybesawtheface

oftheladywhodroppedthis?".

Me:"Noididn't,maybeIshouldgiveit

tothem".

Nicholas:"Thewomenwhowantsthis,

isverydangerousandshewon'tstop

untilshegetsit".



Me:"Let'sgiveittoher".

Nicholas:"Evenifwegiveithershewill

stillkillyou,thatwomenisheartlessso

let'sjustkeepit,whenyougothereyou

willnevercomeback".

Me:"Whoisshe?".

Nicholas:"She'sawitch!".

.

.

Darlings

Iwannatakethisopportunityandthank

youallforthesupportyouhavegiven

meinthepastyear,Thankyouagain,

Thankyousomuch.let'shopethisyear



willbeayearofgreaterthings.Maythe

goodLordmakethisyear,ayearof

opportunities,ayearofNewbeginnings

andayearofsuccess.HappyNewYear

MyDarlings
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Iwasafraid,afraidofeverything.

Nicholaswasafraidtoobuthejust

wouldn'tshowit,hewastryingveryhard

toprotectmefrom whateverdanger

thatwascomingmyway.

Nicholas:"MrNgubanewehavea



problem here".

KingNgubane:"Iseverythingalright?".

Nicholas:"I'm afraidnot,Julianneis

afterusandI'm sureyouknowhow

dangeroussheis".

KingNgubane:"Ifeelhelplessright

now".

Nicholas:"Butidoneedyourhelp".

KingNgubane:"Anything,Icando

anything".

Nicholas:"Iwantyoutotakeustoyour

father'sfriend".

KingNgubane:"Who?".

Nicholas:"Nqaba,Ineedhishelpin

protectingmypeopleandAmanda".



KingNgubane:"I'm sorryIcan't,that

mendidaveryterriblethingtomeand

myfamily".

Nicholas:"Iunderstandsirbutyouhave

tohelpusplease,Amanda'slifeisin

dangerplease".

KingNgubane:"Okay,whenarewe

leaving?".

Nicholas:"Now".

HelookedatZamani.

Nicholas:"Pleaselookafterherwhile

I'm gone,pleaseprotecther".

Zamani:"Iwilldon'tworry".

Me:"I'm goingwithyou,whatif

somethinghappenstoyou".



Nicholas:"Noyouarenotcomingwith

us,Zamaniwillprotectyouuntilwe

comeback,nothingwillhappentoyou.I

loveyouokay".

Me:"IloveyoutoobutIstil-".

Hestoppedmewithakiss,hislipswere

verysoft.

Nicholas:"Wearegoingnow".

Zamani:"Safejourney".

Henoddedandthanlookedatme,Ifelt

veryemotional,ifIdidnotpickthat

necklaceallthiswasnotgoingto

happen,itwasallmyfault.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"I'm notbutI'llbefine"..



.

.

---NARRATED---

Nicholaswasthepersonwhousually

didthingsforhimself,hedidnotliketo

betreatedbetterthantheothersbuton

thatday,herequestedtwoguystodrive

them tothevillagecalledMoscowthe

villagewascreatedbyNqabaafterhe

hadamisunderstandingwithhisformer

KingthelateKingNgubanehedecided

totakethelandwhichwasunoccupied,

hecleaneditandbuiltahome,few

peoplefollowedhim togetherwithhis



family.Hisvillageisnowaveryrich

villageandknowntoo.

Thecararrivedatthemaingateof

MoscowandNicholascameout.

Nicholas:"Goodafternoongentlemen,I

requestedtomeetyourKing,King

Nqaba".

Theguard:"NicholasParker?".

Nicholas:"That'sme".

Theguard:"Youcancomeinside".

Hewentbacktothecar,thedrivefrom

thegatetothemansionwaslong.

KingNgubane:"Nqabadidwellforhis

people,it'snotlikehim tobuildsuch

beautifulhousesforhispeople".



Nicholas:"Hedidverywell".

Thecarstoppedandtheguardsled

them inside,Nqabawassittingonavery

hugegoldenchair,hestoodup.

Nqaba:"Parker,Iwasverysurprised

whenIreceivedyourrequestyesterdayI

mustsay,whoisthatwithyou?Ahhh

Bonginkosiwhataverypleasant

surprise".

KingNgubane:"Indeed".

Nqaba:"Iheardthatyourwifeleftyou

foranothermenandkickedyouout,you

areweakNkosiyouarenotasstrongas

yourfather".

KingNgubane:"Dontyoudarebringmy

fatherintothis,youhearme?".



Hewasveryupset,theguardscame

runningtostoppedhim.

Nqaba:"Leavehim,Myapologies

pleasefollowme".

Theybothfollowedhim.

Nicholas:"Thisisquiteaverygood

lookingplaceyourhighness".

Nqaba:"ThankyouParker".

Heledthem tothesittinghall,hesat

downandtheyfollowedhim.

Nqaba:"Iwillasksomeonetoshowyou

whereyouwillbehidingyourheadsfor

thenight,wewilltalkinthemorning.

Nicholas:"Thankyou,Yourhighness

hereisyourgiftaspromisedintheletter



thatIsent".

Nqaba:"Thankyou".

NicholasknewthatNqabawastheman

ofmaterialisticthings,hegavehim Gold

asthegift.

Hestoodupandlefttheroom.

KingNgubane:"Thatmandoesn't

deserveyourgold".

Nicholas:"Amandadeservesit,I'm

doingallthisjustforher".

.

.

.

.

Supperwasservedandtheywere



showntheirrooms,Nicholascouldnot

sleepatall,hewasworriedabout

Minenhle,abouthersafety.Inthe

morningtheyfreshenupandjoined

Nqabaatthediningtable.

Nqaba:"Pleasefollowme".

Theystoodupandfollowedhim,they

walkedaroundthepalace.

Nqaba:"Youseethat?".

Hesaidpointingatahugeplum tree.

Nqaba:"Thattreeonlygrowshereinmy

Kingdom".

KingNgubane:"Plum treesareallover

Kwa-Nyamazane".

Nqaba:"Butnotthisone,thatoneis



different,itgiveslifetothelifeless".

Nicholas:"It'slikemedication?".

Nqaba:"Traditionalone,sowhatcanI

helpyouwithParker?".

Nicholas:"Ihaveaproblem,abig

problem thatIwantyoutohelpmewith".

Nqaba:"Whatisyourproblem?".

Nicholas:"Julianne".

Hestoppedandlookedathim inshock.

Nqaba:"Whatdidyoudotoher?".

Nicholas:"Sheisthreateningwhat

belongstome,pleaseIneedyourhelp".

Nqaba:"HowcanIhelpyou".

Nicholas:"Ineedyoutogivemeaspell

aspellthatIcanusetoprotectthem,I



don'twantanoutsidertoentermy

Kingdom uninvited".

Nqaba:"WellIcanhelpyouwiththat,is

thereanythingelse".

Nicholas:"FornowNobutIwillcome

backifthereisanythingelseIneedfrom

you".

Nqaba:"Noproblem,Iwillgiveyoumy

nieceLuthandosheisverygoodwhenit

comestothat".

Nicholas:"ThankyoumyKing".

Nqaba:"Noproblem,BonginkosiIhope

thatonedaywewilllearntoputout

differencesaside,tillthenhaveasafe

tripgoingbackhome".

Nicholas:"Thankyou".



KingNgubaneneversaidasingleword,

abeautifulgirlcamewiththem.

Whentheyarrivedhomeitwasalready

lateatnight.

Luthando:"Thisspellwilltakeawhile

butIwilldojustatemporaryonejustfor

tonight".

Nicholas:"Thankyou".

LuthandodidherspellandNicholas

showedherthebedroom,whenhewent

tohisbedroom Minenhlewastuckedin

hishugebedandthatmadehim smile.

Heundressedandgotinsidethe

blanketscarefulenoughnottowakeher.

Minenhle:"Youareback".

Nicholas:"Theplanwasnottowake



youup".

Minenhle:"Butiam awakenow,how

wasyourtrip?".

Nicholas:"Good,Icamebackwiththe

girlwhoisgoingtohelpusprotectthis

wholeplace".

Minenhle:"Agirl?Ithoughtyouwere

bringinganarmy".

Helaughed..

Nicholas:"Nobabyiwillexplain

everythinginthemorning".

Minenhle:"Iwasworriedaboutyou".

Nicholas:"Isthatwhyyousleptinmy

room?".

Minenhle:"YesbutI'm gladthatyouare



hereinonepiece".

Nicholas:"Icouldn'tstopthinkingabout

youwhenIwasaway,babyyoudon't

knowwhatyoudotome.Iwilldo

anythingtoseeyousafepleasedon't

stressaboutJulianne".

Minenhle:"Iwilltry".

Hemovedandwentontopofher,he

kissedher,andshefelteverythingmelt

away,allthepain,thefearandtheworry,

minuteslatertheywerelayinginbed

skintoskintryingtocatchtheirbreaths,

theybothdriftedtosleep.

.

.

-Minenhle



WhenIwokeupNicholaswasfast

asleepnexttome,helookedvery

peaceful.Itwasmyfirsttimeseeinghim

sleepinguntilthattimeofthemorning,I

didn'twanttodisturbhim.Istoodup

andwenttothebathroom foraquick

bath,Iwrappedmybodywithhisbig

towel.

Nicholas:"Whydidyouwakeup?".

Me:"Becauseit'stimetowakeup".

Hesmiledandcleanedhiseyes

Nicholas:"Okay,letmealsowakeup".

Me:"I'llgochange".

Idon'tknowifGloriaeversleptbecause



everydaywhenwewakeupbreakfast

wouldbewaitingforus.Weallgathered

atthediningtableforbreakfast.

Nicholas:"EveryonethisisLuthando

shewillbehereforacoupleofdays".

Heintroducedusalltoher.

Me:"She'sbeautiful".

IsaidlookingatZamani.

Zamani:"Butyouareevenmore

beautiful,pleasedon'tgivemethatlook".

Ilaughedandstartedeating,Luthando

wasaneasypersontotalkto,Shewent

totheotherroom andstartedwithher

work.



.

.

.

.

Zinhle:"Ican'tbelieveyou,you

welcomedawitchhere,awitch

Nicholas?".

Nicholas:"Yessheisheretohelpus".

Zinhle:"Iwon'tfallforthisI'm leaving".

Zamani:"Andwhereareyougoing?".

Zinhle:"Home,I'm goinghome".

KingNgubane:"Ntombezinhleyouare

notgoinganywhere!".

Zinhle:"Why?Mymotherlovesme,Iam

goingbackhomebeforeyoustartyour



witchcrafthere".

Luthando:"Letherleave".

KingNgubane:"What?".

Luthando:"Allowhertoleave,she

knowswhatshe'sdoing".

WeallstoodbackandZinhlewentout.

Luthando:"CanIseethenecklaceyou

aretryingtoprotect?".

Nicholas:"Howdoyouknowwehavea

necklace?".

Luthando:"Iknow".

Nicholaswentupstairsandcameback

withit.

Me:"Thewomendro-".

Luthando:"Iknowandthisnecklace



belongstosomeoneveryspecial,it

needstobekeptsafe".

Me:"ItistheFirstLady'snecklace".

Luthando:"Yesitwasbutnowit

belongstosomeoneveryspecial,

someoneyouhaven'tmetyet,theygave

thisnecklacetoyoutokeepitsafe".

Nicholas:"Buthow?anyonecanbreak

inandtakeit".

Luthando:"Youarewrong,ifitis

rightfullyhiddenNoOnewilltouchit,

pleasecomeforward".

Icametoher.

Me:"Whatareyou?".

Shesmiled..



Luthando:"I'm anangelofdarknessbut

somecalluswitches,youcancallme

whateveryouwant".

Me:"Sothere'sAngelsoflightsand

Angelsofdarkness?".

Luthando:"AndtheAngelofbothlight

anddarknesswhichisyou".

Me:"Me?"'

Luthando:"Turnaroundplease".

IdidasIwastoldandshehelpedme

wearthenecklace.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoing?".

Luthando:"Itissafewithher".

Ifeltsomethingstranglingme,Icriedin

pain.



Nicholas:"Amanda".

Icriedsoloudinpain,Ifeltsomething

burninggoingthroughmyneck,after

somefewminutesitstopped,Itouched

myneck.

Me:"Whereisthenecklace".

IsaidcryingbecauseIwasscared,how

cannecklacedisappearinmyneck.

Luthando:"Itissomewheresafe,itwill

comeoutwhentherightfulowneris

here,Iwillgobacktoworknow".

Wealllookedateachother..

.

.

.



Like

Sharethepage

LotsofLove

[2/6,09:39]Why:MyDad'sSecondWife

[35]

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

IlovedthefactthatIhadeveryone's

support,Allthiswasstillnewtome,

noonepressuredmeorforcedmeto

usemygift.

Nicholas:"Zamaniisbusywith

Luthando,heisdigginghisowngrave".



Me:"Whydoyousaythat?".

Nicholas:"NqabaandZamani'sfather

don'tgetalongverywell".

Me:"Why?".

Nicholas:"It'sanoldgrudge,babyhow's

yournecknow?".

Me:"I'm finethisnecklacethingscared

me".

Nicholas:"ItscaredmetoobutI'm glad

wearefinenow".

Me:"Doyouhearthat?".

Nicholas:"What?".

Me:"Listencarefully".

Therewasnoiseoutside,werushedout.

Nicholas:"Whatisgoingon?".



Themanspoke.

Him:"Theyaretryingtoenterherebut

somethingisblockingthem".

Me:"Whoarethey?".

Luthando:"TheAngelsofdarkness,

theyarehereforthenecklace".

Me:"What?".

Luthando:"Theywillnotbreakthespell".

Nicholas:"That'sNtobekowiththe

AngelsofDarkness".

Zamani:"Thiscan'tbegood".

Luthando:"Yourbrothermadeallthe

peopleturnagainsther".

Zamani:"Heisnotmybrother".

Luthando:"Let'sgobackinsidethey



won'tdoanything".

Nicholas:"Theceremonyistomorrow

howarewegoingtoattendit?".

Luthando:"Weallhavetogotothe

ceremony,bepreparedforanything".

Zamani:"Minenhlewillstayhereshe

won'tattendtheceremony".

Luthando:"Everyonehasgotothe

ceremony".

Me:"I'llbeinmyroom".

Ileftthem,Irantomybedroom and

closedthedoor,Icried,Icriedoutloud

lettingmyemotionsallout.Iwasgoing

todie,everyonewantedmedead.

NicholasandZamaniopenedtheroom.



Me:"WhatdidIdotodeservethis?Why

peoplehatemesomuch?".

Nicholasstretchedouthishandtotouch

me.

Me:"Donttouchme!".

Zamani:"Minenhlepleas-".

Me:"Thisisallyourfault!It'syour

father'sfault!Iwaslivinganormallifeat

homeuntilyourdaddecidedtomake

mehiswife,Ineverwantedanyofthat.I

hateyou,Ihatethis!Hundredsofpeople

areoutsidebecausetheyallwanttokill

mesowhydon'tyoutwojustdothem a

favorandkillme,Doit!".

Zamani:"Minenhlepleasecalm down".

Me:"Calm down?It'seasyforyouto



saybecauseNoOneisafteryou".

Nicholas:"Babypleaselistentome".

Me:"Isaidleavemealone!"

Nicholas:"GoddammitIsaidlistento

me!".

ItwasmyfirsthearingNicholasshout.

Nicholas:"Allthiswasgoingtohappen

evenifhisfatherdidn'tbringyouhere,

thisisyourlife,thisiswhoyouare!You

arenotMinenhleMkhize,Youare

Amanda,AmandaKing".

Me:"NoI'm not,Iam Minenhle".

Nicholas:"OkMinenhle,letmeremind

youandyoulistentomeverycarefully,

lockthedoorZamani".



Zamanirushedtothedoorandlockedit.

Nicholas:"Youarethegreatgreatgreat

granddaughterofthefirstKingofKwa-

Nyamazane,youwerebornunderthe

moon,everytimetheykillyou,youwill

bereincarnated.What'syourmother's

name?".

Me:"MyMotherdiedbecauseofCancer

don'tbringherupintoyourcrazy

stories!".

Nicholas:"Whenthegreatgrandsonof

theKingfamilyfoundoutthathe

impregnatedagirl,theyhidthechild,

theyhidhertothehumansbecausethey

wantedtoprotectyou,toprotectyou

from everyone.Thepeopleyouknowas

yourparentsarenotyourparentsbut



yourGuardians".

Nicholas:"yousavedmanyAngelsof

lightsfrom thejudgementbutyourday

came,yourjudgementdaycamewhen

theyplannedyourjudgement,doyou

rememberit?Doyou?

Theboytriedtohelpyou,heriskedhis

lifeandlefthisfamilyjusttosaveyou.I

am allalonetodaywithnofamily

becauseItriedtosaveyou,theenemy!I

killedmyownfatherforyou,tellmeyou

rememberyourpastlife,tellme

dammit!".

Zamani:"Nicholascalm down".

Nicholas:"No!Sheneedstostop



playingavictim andrememberwhoshe

is!".

Hestoodupandlefttheroom,Zamani

didn'tknowwhattosay,healsostood

upandleft.AllIdidwastocry

everythingdidn'tmakesense.Islepton

thefloor.

.

.

.

.

Gloriacamein.

Gloria:"Here'syourfood".

Me:"Thankyou,canyoupleasecall



Luthandoforme".

Gloria:"Iwilldothat".

Shestoodupandwentoutoftheroom..

Luthando:"Hey".

Me:"HeyI'm sorryforcallingyouup

herebutIneedafavorfrom you.Iwant

youtomakemeremembermypast,I

meanthingsthathappenedinthepast

thatI'm findingithardtoremember".

Shesmiledandlookedatme.

Luthando:"I'm sorryIcan't".

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan't?For

God'ssakeyouareawitch!I'm sorry,I'm

reallysorrybutpleaseIneedto

remember,Ihaveto".



Luthando:"Ican'thelpyou,whenthe

timeisrighteverythingwillcomeback

toyou,youwillremembereverything".

Me:"Leave!".

Shestoodupandlefttheroom.

Me:"God,whyisthishappeningtome?

WhathaveIdonetoyou,whathaveI

donetodeservethispunishment".

Prayingwasn'tgonnahelp,itwas

alreadylateatnightIfellasleep.

Iwokeupinthemorningtired,myeyes

weresoreandswollen.

Itookabathandwentdownstairs,they

wereallatthediningtablehaving

breakfast,Ididn'tgreetanyone,Isat

down,ItriedeatingbutIcouldn't.



Me:"I'm leavingtoday".

KingNgubane:"Whereareyougoing,

it'stheceremonytoday".

Me:"Youtookmefarawayfrom home,

youwereforcingtomarrymeandnow

youaretellingmeabouttheceremony?".

Zamani:"Minenhle!".

Me:"What?".

Iranbacktomyroom,itwasallmy

Dad'sfault,hewastheonewhokepton

forcingmetogetmarriedandleave

school.

Nicholas:"Areyoudoneactingcrazy?".

Me:"NicholasIsaidleavemealone".

Nicholas:"Youwannagobacktothe



humanworld?Whatdoyouthinkwill

happenwhentheyfindoutyouhave

powers,willtheGovernmentleaveyou,

thatGovernmentwilltryveryhardtofind

outwhereyoucomefrom,theywill

destroyourworld,theywilldestroyus.

Stopbeingselfishandthinkaboutus".

Me"Idon'tcare!!!".

Nicholas:"Iwon'tletyouleave,Amanda

IlostyouthefirsttimeIwon'tloseyou.

Youarehurt?Takeitalloutonme,

punchme,stabme,hurtmebutbaby

pleasedon'tleave,pleasedon'tleave.

I'm sorryaboutyesterdaybutitwasall

thetruth.Okyouwon'tspeaktome,I'll

stayhereuntilyoutalk".

Nicholaswasthemoststubbornperson



ever.

Me:"IsmyfathertheonethatIknow,

theonewhoraisedme?".

Nicholas:"Heisyourguardian,youwill

meethim,I'm sureheforcedyouto

MarryKingNgubaneasawayof

introducingKwa-Nyamazanetoyou".

Me:"WillIevergetachancetomeetmy

realparents?".

Nicholas:"Yourfamilyranfrom here

becausetheirliveswereindanger,they

arehidingIdon'tknowwhere".

Me:"Okay,whendoestheceremony

start?"

Nicholas:"Itstartsinthreehours".



Me:"OkayIwillgetready".

Nicholas:"Okaybaby".

Istoodupandstartedpreparingmyself

fortheceremony,therewasaknockat

thedoor,itwasGloria.

Gloria:"Ihavesomethingforyou".

Me:"Whatisit?".

Gloria:"Openit".

WhenIopeneditwasabeautifullong

whitedress.

Me:"It'sbeautiful,thankyou,ohwait!

Areyouthemysteriousdesigner".

Gloria:"WellIdesignedthatdress

maybeIam".

Me:"Thankyou".



Shelefttheroom,Iworethedressandit

tuckedbeautifullyinmybody,thedress

waslacedanditshowedmyentireback..

Itiedmyhairinabun,Ilookedvery

beautiful.

Iwentdownstairswhereeveryonewas

waiting.

Zamani:"Youarebeautiful".

Me:"Soareyou,Luthandoyoulook

beautiful.MrNgubaneI'm verysorryfor

snappingatyoulikethatearlier,I'm very

sorry".

KingNgubane:"IunderstandandIeven

forgotaboutit".

Nicholas:"Youlookbeautiful".

Me:"Thankyou".



Zamani:"Let'sgo".

KingNgubane:"I'm stillwaitingformy

date".

Nicholas:"Date?".

Gloriacamelookingverybeautiful,

Gloriawasnaturallybeautifulwitha

bodytodiefor,shewasinherforties

butitwaslikeshewasinherlate

twenties,shewasverybeautiful.

KingNgubane:"Wecangonow".

.

.

.

.



Thecarswerealreadywaitingoutside

forus,Everyonewasupanddown

gettingreadytogototheceremony.

Whenwearriveditwasfull,manypeople

werethere.

Nicholas:"Iam theLeadersoyouallare

hereasmyguestwewillsitthereatthe

veryimportantpeoplesection".

Me:"Atthemiddleoftheriver,NoI'm

notgoingthere".

Nicholas:"Babyplease,let'sgo".

WewentthroughthebridgeIdidn'twant

tolookdown,wesatonthewooden

chairs".

Theroyalfamiliesstartedarriving,the

'common'peoplesatontheotherside



oftheriver.

Zamani:"Herecomesthedevilhimself".

ItwasNtobeko,Zinhle,hismom and

grandmother.

MrNeilsatnexttous.

IwhisperedtoNicholas.

Me:"I'm notfeelingwell".

Nicholas:"Whatawrong?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIwillbefine".

Nicholas:"Areyousurethatyouwillbe

fine?".

Inodded,Peoplecameasmanyasthey

could,Nonkanyisothehugemoonwas

therebutshewasn'torange,shewas

greyincolour.Itwaslikeshewasinside



theriver,theothermoonwasontheleft

side.

Zamani:"Nonkanyisocametoday".

Theceremonystartedpeoplewere

dancingandrejoicing,foodwasserved

eventhoughitwasnotfree,itwas

boughtwithgoldcoins.

TheSpeakeraskedforattentionand

everyonekeptquiet.

Him:"Iwelcomeyouall,I'm Nkanyiso

Khoza,IwasnamedafterNonkanyiso

myparentshavealotofexplanationto

do".

Peoplelaughed.

Nkanyiso:"Weareveryblessedtoday

becauseNonkanyisoishere,Thelast



timewehadaceremony,shedecided

nottocome.Peoplecameearlytoday

sowithoutwastinganytime,let'sstart

withtheceremony".

AlltheKingsandtheLeadersweregiven

ribbons,thoseribbonswereindifferent

colours,theyworetheribbonsontheir

lefthandwrist,evenKingNgubane

participatedintheceremonyeven

thoughsomepeoplewerenotso

pleased.Theyweregiventhebasin,a

goldenbasinwhichtheyusedtowash

thehandthathadtheribbon.Thebasin

wasplacedatthecentre,Nicholashad

theredribbon,MrNeilhadtheGreen

one,KingNgubanehadthepurpleone.

EachKingorleaderallhaddifferent



coloursofribbons.

Nkanyiso:"AtExactlyeleveno'clock

Nonkanyisowillchoosethecoloursof

theKingshehaschosenforeach

Kingdoms.Okayletmeexplainthis.We

havesixKingdomssoNonkanyisowill

changeintoSIXcoloursthecoloursshe

willchangetowillmeanthatshehas

chosenthatpersonastheKingandto

provethatshehaschosenthatperson

herattentionwillbeonthatperson,she

willlightthatperson,thiswholeplace

willbedarkandwhenIsaydarkImean

darkdark,Nonkanyisowillthenbringthe

lighttothatpersonsothateveryonewill

witnessthecrowning".

Everyoneunderstoodwhathewas



saying,Ididn'tseeanymovementfrom

Nonkanyiso,eleveno'clockpassedbut

themoonwasstillinitgreycolour,she

didn'tevenchangetotheorangecolour.

Peoplestartedwhispering.

Nkanyiso:"Ithinkthereissomethingwe

didwrong,didIdoeverythingcorrectly?

Butlet'swaitfortwelveo'clock".

Zamani:"She'smoving".

Themoonmovedtothecentre,Iheard

peopletalking,voicesspeakinginmy

head.IfeltlikeIwaslosingmymind.

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Themoonchangedtowhite,whenyou

lookedupnoonecouldseeitbecauseit

waseffectingoureyes,thelightwastoo



much.Ifeltlikethelightwasburningme,

Icriedinpain,Istoodupandwalked

threestepsbutIfeltdown.Theheat

wastoomuch,Isatdownonmyknees.

WhenIlookedaroundInoticedthatthe

lightwasonlyonmeandeveryonewas

lookingatmeshocked.

Me:"Nicholaswhatishappeningto

me?".

Heshookhisheadandmovedback,the

lightwasgoingthroughthewater,the

waterwaswhite.

Averyoldmandressedinwhitecame

straightatme,withawhitepantherthat

hadgoldeneyes.Theybothkneltdown

beforeme.



Him:"Inthenameofourlight,our

creatorandourlifeNonkanyiso,Inow

crownyouTheQueenofKwa-

Nyamazane".

.

.

.

.

Hegavemeagoldencrownand

disappeared.Istoodup,Everyonewent

downontheirkneesonebyone.

Nonkanyisodimmedthelightandwent

whereshewas.



Nkanyiso:"OhMyGodthishasnever

happenedbefore,allthevillagesofKwa-

NyamazaneandKwa-Nyamazaneasa

wholehasonlyoneLeader,notaKing

butaQueen".

Amanstoodup.

Him:"Thiscan'tbe,she'sacommoner".

OtherMen:"Wecan'tberuledbya

women,No!".

Everyonestartedarguing,Iwasinthe

middleofthem lookinglikeafoolwitha

crownonmyhead.

Somewerecursingandcallingme

names.Ilookedaround,Peoplehated

thedecisionNonkanyisomade,Nicholas

andtheotherswereshocked.



Me:"Enough!IsaidEnough!".

Theyallkeptquietandlookedatme.

Me:"Thisisenough,Ididn'taskforthis,

Ididn'tchoosethis".

Ntobeko:"Youareacommoner,you

don'tknowanythingaboutthisKingdom

oranyKingdom,Giveitup,Givethe

crowntosomeoneelse".

Peoplestartedwhisperingagreeingwith

whatNtobekowassaying,Amanspoke,

Idon'tknowwhichKingdom washe

from.

Him:"Ifyoudon'tgiveupthiscrown

therewillbewar!Wearerefusingto

ruledbyyou".

Anotheronestoodup.



Him:"Innocentpeoplewilllosetheir

lives,Kwa-Nyamazanewillbedestroyed

ifyoudon'tgiveupthecrown".

Ntobeko:"Giveitup!Theywilldestroy

Kwa-Nyamazaneuntilyougiveupthe

crown".

Ilookedatthem indisgust,justbecause

Iwasawomen,theythoughtIwasnot

goodenoughtorule?

Me:"Okay,Letthem try,Letthem

destroythisKingdom,Iam readyforwar.

ThisKingdom doesn'tbelongtoanyof

you,thisKingdom belongstotheKing

family,Iam thegreatgreatgreat

granddaughterofKingandNonkanyiso

gavemethiscrownbecauseitbelongs

tome.



Alltheseyearsyouhadthisceremony,

tellmewhyshehasneverchosena

persontoruleKwa-Nyamazane,tellme

whyshedividedthisKingdom intoSIX,

letmetellyou.Shedidthatbecauseshe

sawthatyouareallfittorulesmall

KingdomsnottheentireTown,thistown

isnowmine.Ifit'swaryouwantthanit

hasjuststarted".

Ileftthem,ThepeopleIcamewith

followedme.

.

.
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IwasworriednotaboutmyselfbutIwas

worriedabouttheinnocentpeople,the

Leadersthreatenedtohurtinnocent

people,whatleaderdoesthat?Icouldn't

sitdown.

Luthando:"Iwillprotectthiswhole

place,Nooneisgoingtocomehere

uninvited".

Me:"Whataboutthepeoplewhoarenot



from here,wehavetheAngelsoflightall

overKwa-Nyamazaneobviouslytheywill

killthem".

KingNgubane:"Thesepeopleareso

heartless".

Nicholas:"No,theyarehungryfor

power".

KingNgubane:"Let'ssleepwewilltalk

aboutthisinthemorning".

Itwasalreadymidnight,Ididn'tgotomy

bedroom,IsleptinNicholas'sbedroom.

Nicholas:"Don'tworrybabewewillget

throughthisandnowthatyouareour

Queenyoucannowgotoyourfamily

home".

Me:"Familyhome?".



Nicholas:"Atthecastle,TheKingfamily

ownsthebiggestcastle".

Me:"Whoislivingthere?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknow,Ireallydon't

knowbutIheardthatitwasabandoned

whenyourfamilydecidedtoleave".

Me:"DoyoumaybeknowwhereIcan

findthem?".

Nicholas:"Nobabyidon'tknowbutwe

havetolookforthem,don'tworrywe

willfindthem".

Me:"Alright".

Iwastired,Ifellasleepinstantly.Two

dayspassedandhonestlyasaQueenI

didn'tknowwhattodowithmylife.



Zamani:"YourHighness".

Me:"Likereally?".

Zamani:"Youhavetogetusedtoitand

youneedtochangethewayyoudress".

Me:"What'swrongwiththewayI

dress?".

Isaidlookingatmyself.

Zamani:"There'snothingwrongbutyou

needtostartdressinglikeaQueen".

Me:"Forwho?Everyonehatesme".

Zamani:"Thepeoplewhohateyouare

thelosers".

Ilaughed..

Me:"Youarejusttryingtomakemefeel

better".



Zamani:"Diditwork?".

Inodded,hehuggedme.

Me:"Thanksformakingmefeelbetter,

thiswholethingisverystressful".

Zamani:"You'llbefine,Nonkanyiso

knewwhatshewasdoingwhenshe

choseyousopleasedon'tstresstoo

much".

Everyonearoundmewastryingreally

hardtomakemefeelbetterbutitdidn't

makeanydifference.

Lateinthemiddleofthenightweheard

someonebangingthedoor,Nicholas

stoodup.

Zamani:"Peopleareattackingthis

wholeplaceweneedtodosomething".



Nicholas:"What?".

Zamani:"Comeandsee".

Nicholasstoodupandwentout,after

somefewminuteshecameback.

Nicholas:"Baby,getdressed".

Me:"Iseveryoneokay".

Nicholas:"No,Letmegetyourtakkies

becauseyouwillneedthem".

IlookedoutofthewindowbutIcouldn't

seeanything,Iheardpeoplescreaming.

Nicholascamebackwithmytracksuits

andtakkies.

Nicholas:"Getdressed".

Iquicklygotdressedashealsochanged

hisclothes.



Heheldmyhandandwewalked

downstairswhereeveryonewas.

Nicholas:"Theybrokethespellthat

protectedthiswholeplace".

Me:"Wehavetofightback".

Nicholas:"Noyouwon'tfight,that's

whattheywant,theywantyoutofight

them sotheycanprovetoanyoneelse

howdangerousyouare".

Me:"But-".

Nicholas:"Noteverythingisworthfight

for".

Me:"Soyouwantmetosithereand

watcheveryonedie?whatdoIdo?".

Nicholas:"Yourun,runandneverlook



back".

Luthando:"Heisright,thisisnotyour

daytofight,Run".

Me:"No!Wheream Isupposedtogo?".

Nicholas:"Babyremembertheday

beforeyesterdayItoldyouaboutthe

castle?Goandhidetherethatplaceis

safe".

Me:"Whereisit?".

Nicholas:"MrNgubanedoyoumaybe

knowwheretheKingCastleis?".

KingNgubane:"Ihaveonlyseenitwhen

Iwasyoung,I'm notreallysure".

Nicholas:"Babypromisemethatyou

willlookforit".



Inodded,Icouldn'tstopthetearsfrom

comingout.

Nicholas:"Zamanipleasegowith

please-".

Me:"Youarenotcomingwithme?".

Nicholas:"Ican't,thesepeoplewhoare

cryingoutsideneedsme,Zamaniplease

keephersafe".

Zamani:"Iwilldoso".

Iwasweakandscared,Ididn'twantto

loseNicholas.

Luthando:"NicholasIwillfightwithyou".

Zamani:"What?".

.

.



.

.

Luthando:"Wewillcomeafteryou,

Nicholaswillneedmyhelp".

Zamani:"Fatherlet'sgo".

KingNgubane:"Ican'tleaveGloria

behind".

IhuggedNicholastightly,Ididn'twantto

leavehim,hiseyeswereredfulloftears.

Weusedthedoorsatthebackandran

insidethedarkforest.

Weranasfastaswecould.

Gloria:"Fire,theyareburningNicholas's

Kingdom".



Me:"What?".

WhenIlookedbackthewholeplacewas

onfire.

Me:"No!Nicholas".

IranbackbutZamaniwasquicktostop

me,heheldmetightly,Icried.Allthat

happenedbecauseofme,they

destroyedwhatNicholasworkedhard

for,forsomanyyears.

KingNgubane:"Wehavetokeep

moving".

Wecontinuedwalking.

Gloria:"Let'sgothisway".

Zamani:"Butthisroadisabandoned".

Gloria:"Maybeit'sabandonedbecause



it'sawaytothecastle".

KingNgubane:"Godit'sverydark".

Zamani:"Andscary".

Nicholaswasheartbroken,hisheart

wasbrokenintomillionpieces,Ifeltit,I

felthowhopelessanduselesshefelt.

AswewerewalkingIheldZamani's

handandwalkedwithmyeyesclosed,I

didthatbecauseIwantedtoshare

Nick'semotionswithme,Ididn'twant

him tosufferalossofhisKingdom

alone,hefeltit,hefeltthatIwassharing

hisheartbreakingemotionswithhim

becauseIheadhim speakinginmyhead,

"Stopit,Stopit",Irespondedwithmy

thoughts"Ithurtstofeelyouhurtinglike

this",foramomenttherewasn'tany



responsebuthedidreply"Iwillbefine,I

am fine,justfocusonfindingtheCastle".

From thereIfelttheemotionalbreak,I

couldn'tfeelhim anymore,itmademe

veryworriedbecauseIthoughtthat

maybesomethingbadhappenedtohim,

maybetheykilledhim.Tearsstarted

rollingdown.

Zamani:"Pleasedon'tcryeverythingwill

befine".

Ilookedathim,hedidn'tunderstand

howIwasfeeling,Noonewasgoingto

understand.Wekeptonwalking,the

morewewalkedwasthedarkertheroad

wewerewalkingonbecame.Everyone

wastiredbutIdidn'tfeeltired,yesmy

feetweresoreandtiredbutIdidn'twant



togiveup.

Me:"Iknowyouaretiredbutwehaveto

move".

Theystoodupandwecontinued

walking,Ialsogottiredandweall

neededtorest,wewentinsidetheforest.

Gloria:"WhenIheardyoutalkingback

athomeItooksomethingtoeatand

water".

KingNgubane:"That'swhythisbagis

heavy".

Gloria:"Yesmydear,isanyonehungry".

Me:"I'lleatinthemorning".

KingNgubane:"Wehavetosleep,it's

goingtobedawnverysoon,Icantellby



lookingatthoseclouds".

Ilayeddownanddriftedofftosleep,

whenIwokeuptheywereallawake

surroundingthefire.

Me:"Whydidn'tyouwakeme?".

Gloria:"Wethoughtyouneededtorest".

Me:"Noidon't,wehavetogo".

Isaidstandingupdustingmyself.

KingNgubane:"Minenhle,calm down

it'sstillearlyhoursofthemorning,you

needtoeatfirst".

Me:"I'm nothungry,waterwillbefine

thanks".

Zamani:"Thenwearenotgoing

anywherenotunlessyoueatofcourse".



Me:"Okayfine".

ItookthehugebiteofTurkeyand

steamedbread,IrealizedthatIwas

famishedandateuntilIwasfull.

Zamani:"Wecangonow".

BeforeIstoodup,Iclosedmyeyes

tryingtoconnectwithNicholasbutI

couldn'tconnectwithhim,Istoodup

andfollowed.

Itwasmorningbuttheroadwewere

walkingonwasstillscary,wewere

walkinginthemiddleofthemist.

KingNgubane:"Let'sholdeachother's

handsothatwewon'tloseeachotherin

thismist".

Zamani:"Gloriaareyousureweare



goingtherightway?".

Gloria:"Idon'tknowbutithastobe".

Wecontinuedwalkingeventhoughit

wasscary,afteravery,verylongwalk.

Me:"Iseesomething".

Westartedwalkingfast,eventhoughit

wasstillalongwalkingdistance.We

arrivedataveryhugegate.

KingNgubane:"Wow!Thisistrulya

Castle,Ihaveneverseensomethinglike

thiswellIthoughtmyKingdom wasthe

biggestbutthis".

Zamani:"SotheCastlereallydoes

exist".

Gloria:"Youtwopleasefocus!".



.

.

.

.

Me:"Weneedawayofgettinginside".

Wecheckedbutwedidn'troundthe

wholeplacebecauseroundingitwas

gonnabelikewalkinganothertenhours,

that'showhugeitwas.

Zamani:"LookatthisLock,it'snot

exactlyalockit'sdifferent".

KingNgubane:"Therearenocodes

here,everythingisvintage,tryyour



hand".

Me:"Myhand?".

Gloria:"Sheisroyalty,useyourblood".

KingNgubane:"Blood?".

Me:"Blood?".

Themiddleofthegatewasdesigned,

thedesignwasbrownincolorbecause

itwasveryoldandrusty.

Gloriatookmyhandandcutmywrist.

Me:"Ouchyouarehurtingme!".

thebloodpouredinthemiddleofthe

gate.Thebrownrustyoldpartsbroke

downandthegatewasleftshininggold,

itwentallaroundtheCastlewherethe



rustypartswere,itturnedshiningGold.

Thegateopenedandwegotinsideand

itlockedonitown,itwasscary..We

passeddoublestoryhouses,itwasvery

quiet.Theplacelookedlikeatown,the

houseswerefancyandbeautiful.

Me:"SoeveryoneherelefttheCastle?".

KingNgubane:"That'swhatweheard".

Zamani:"ThiswasaveryrichKingdom".

Me:"It'squietandscary".

Wewentstraightuntilwereachedthe

Castleitwasverybeautifulandverybig.

Me:"It'slocked".

Iusedmybloodagainandallthedoors

wereopened,thescariestpartwas,after



gettinginside,thedoorjustlocked,no

onelockeditbutitlockeditselfitwas

darkinside.Wecouldn'tevenseeeach

other,alltheWindowsandcurtainswere

closed,thelightswereoff.

Voice:"Whoareyou?".

.

.
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Voice:"Whoareyou".

Ijumpedinfear,Ineverbelievedin

ghostsbutKwa-Nyamazanemademe

believethattherearesomanystrange

thingsthatexistsoutthere.Whowould

liveinadark?Idon'tevenknowwhose

handIwasholding.

KingNgubane:"Wearehereinpeace".

Thevoicedidn'trespond,westoodstill

waitingforanymovement.Onecandle



lightwenton,itwasstilldarkbecause

theroom wewereinwasverybig,we

sawtheshadowmovingtolightother

candles,maybesixcandleswere

lightingthewholeplace.Anoldwomen

stoodinfrontofus.

Her:"Howdidyougetin?".

Welookedateachother,thecandles

didn'tmakeanydifference,itwasstill

darkbutnottoomuch.

KingNgubane:"We-".

Her:"Youarenotansweringmy

question,Howdidyougetinside?Who

sentyou?".

Me:"Idid".

Theyalllookedatme.



Me:"ImeanI'm nottheonewhosent

them Imeanushereactuallyno-one

wassent,Iopenedthegateandthe

door".

Her:"Iseeyoubroughtthislittlewitch

here,thisplaceisprotectedno-oneever

findsawayhere,theygetlostalongthe

way,nowtalk!Whydidyoucome?".

Shestoodupandtookthesword,she

wasnotstill,shewasallovertheplace

likesomeonewholosttheirmind.

Her:"Iknewthatthisdaywillcome,I

willkillyouall,whatareyoudoinghere?".

Shewasveryold,welookedather.She

felldownonherknees,wedidnotkeep

quietbecausewedidnotknowwhatto



say,wekeptquietbecausewewere

shocked,heractionsreallyshockedus.

Shestartedwhisperingaprayer,she

stopandpointedtheswordatus,she

threwitawayandstartedcrying.

Her:"Wearecursed,Everyoneturned

againstusandeveryonedecidedto

leavethisplace,Itoldthem alltoleave,I

toldthem thattheywillfindmehereas

theyleftmehere,Icouldn'tleavemy

home,Iwilldiehere,Moveback!Getout

ofhere!ThePanthers,ThePanthers

sentyouhereisn'tit?".

Shewasn'tmakinganysense,wewere

evenafraidtotalkbackortocomfort

her.

Her:"Theytookmyson'schild,ouronly



hope,theytookherfrom usnotoncebut

twice.IcanfeelitKwa-Nyamazaneis

fallingapart".

Shestartedlaughingveryloud.

Her:"Iknewthatthisdaywillcome,

shhhhdoyouhearthat?Theyare

fightingeachother,theyaredestroying

Kwa-Nyamazane.AtleastIwilldie

peacefullyinmyownhome,theytook

her,ourAmanda".

Thewayshewasbehavingitwasheart

breaking,IneverrealizedIwascrying

untilIfeltawarm liquidrollingdownmy

cheeks,Ikneltdown,shewascrying.

Me:"Iam here,yourAmandaishere".

Shehuggedherkneesandcried.



Her:"Theytookher,Doyouhearthat?".

Me:"Iam here-".

Her:"ShhhKeepQuiet,Doyouhearthat?

Theyaredestroyingmygrandfather's

landandonceit'sdestroyedNoonewill

builditagain,Doyouhearthat?".

Me:"Iam hereokay,Iam Amanda".

ByhearingthenameAmandashe

stoppedandlookedatme.

Me:"It'sme,Iam Amanda".

Shedidn'tsayaword,shestoodupand

openedthewoodendrawer,herhand

cameoutwithasmallbottle.

Her:"Liftupyourshirt".

IlookedatKingNgubaneandhenodded



hisheadinapproval,IdidasIwastold,

shetookthatliquidandapplieditonmy

bellybutton.

Me:"Ahh".

Icriedfeelingthepainonmybellybutton,

herhanddidn'tleavemybellybutton

button.

Thepainstoppedandshelookedatme

andsmiled,hertearsstartedrolling

down,shehuggedmetightly.

Her:"Mygranddaughter,youareback!I

knewit,Iknewthatonedayyouwill

comeback".

Ihuggedhertoo,sheshowedmeher

hand,Imovedbackinfear,shewas

holdingablackscorpion.



Me:"Didtha-".

Her:"Yesitcameoutofyour

bellybutton,youareatrueKing,

welcomehome".

Shetookasmallglasscontainerandput

thescorpioninside.

.

.

.

.

Her:"I'm sorryforthewayIacted".

Me:"Ithoughtmaybeyouwere-".

Her:"Losingmymind?No,I'm oldmy

dearestgrandchild,I'm veryoldand

stayingalonehereforyearsinthis



darknessisnotaneasything,

sometimesIalsothinkI'm losingmy

mindbutNo,fearcontrolsmymind".

KingNgubane:"Weunderstand".

Zamani:"Whydoyouusethecandlesto

lightthisplace".

Her:"I'm afraidthattheoutsiderswill

seethatmyfamilyisbackfrom the

hiding,Ialwaysfeelthewitchesoutside,

theydocomeandcheck".

Me:"Yousaidyouhearthenoise,you

saidtheyaredestroyingKwa-

Nyamazane".

Her:"I'm Glendabytheway".

Shesaidshakingtheirhands.



Me:"YousaidtheyaredestroyingKwa-

Nyamazane".

Glenda:"ForgetaboutKwa-Nyamazane

Ialwayshaddreamsandhopes,that

whenthisdaycomeatleastitcanbe

saved.Icanfeelthetreesburningand

thegroundscrackingitsover,Kwa-

Nyamazanecannotbesaved".

Me:"Atleastletusfailtrying".

Glenda:"Forgetitmychild,ifyou

survivethisday,makesurethatyou

writeitdownsothatyoucantellyour

grandchildrenaboutitandtheycanalso

telltheirgrandchildren".

Me:"Noican't,I'm goingback,I'm going

backthere.Iftodayismylastdayon



earthletitbebutIrefusedyingwithout

eventrying".

Glenda:"Youhavemyblessingsmy

child,Iwillprayforyou".

Zamani:"I'm comingwith".

KingNgubane:"Besafekids".

Me:"Makesurethatyoulockallthe

doors".

Glenda:"Don'tworrywewillbesafe".

Zamani:"Let'sgo".

WelefttheCastle,wewererunningeven

thoughitwasalongwalkingdistance

butwechosenottogiveup.

Zamani:"Let'sgotothedarkmountain".

Me:"What?".



Zamani:"Darkmountainhasthefull

viewofthewholeofKwa-Nyamazane".

Me:"Fine".

Theuphillsofthemountainwerevery

tiringbutwestillwalked.

Me:"OhmyGod,whyaretheyfighting

eachothernow,Ithoughttheyonlywant

me".

Zamani:"Theyaredestroying

everything".

Me:"Let'sgodown,weneedtofind

Nicholas".

Werandown,itwasallmessedup,we

sawawomenhidingbehindahugetree

withhertwochildren,shestarted

panickingwhenshesawus.



Zamani:"Don'tbescared,wewon'tdo

anythingtoyou".

Me:"Whyarefightingeachother?".

Her:"No-oneisfighteachother,The

PanthersandAngelsofdarknessare

killingthehumansandAngelsoflight".

Me:"What?".

Her:"ButsomeAngelsofdarknessand

Panthersarehelpingus,lookaroundyou,

weareallgoingtodietodaypleasego

backwhereeveryoucomefrom,it'snot

safe".

Zamani:"Okay,Thankyou,Let'sgo".

Itwaschaotic,theywerekillinginnocent

peoplelikeanimals.



Me:"OhmyGodZamaniLook".

Zamani:"Let'sgothisway".

Heheldmyhand,theywerebreakingin

people'shomes,itwasheartbreakingto

watch.ThePantherswantednothingbut

torule,theywantedKwa-Nyamazaneto

bethelandofthePanthers.

Zamani:"Thisisenoughnow".

Herantothemiddleofthecrowdand

startedfighting.

---NARRATED---

Therewasn'tawayofgettingeveryone's

attention,Minenhleneededeveryoneto

payattentiontoher,shewanted



everyonetoleaveinnocentpeopleand

dealwithheralone.No-onewaspaying

attentiontohertheywerebusykilling

theinnocent.

Shesawanearbychurchandrantoit,

onherwaytothechurchshesawamen

dressedinblack,hislongblazerhada

hatthatcoverdhisheadandface,he

heldherhand,refusingtoletgo.

Me:"Letmego!".

Him:"YouarethenewQueenright?".

Me:"Isaidleavemealone!Whoare

you?".

Him:"OhmyGodit'syou,comewithme,

Kwa-Nyamazaneisdestroyed,it'sover,

there'snothinglefthere.youneedto



comewithus,weneedtostartafresh

somewhere,youaretheonlyroyaltyleft".

Me:"Isaidleavemealone!!".

Helookedather,hiseyeswerewhite

andscary,shescreamedandpulledout

ofhishand.

WhoWasThatMen?

.

.

.

.

Sheranfasttothechurch,sheusedthe

stairsinsidethechurchtogoup,itreally

brokeherhearttoseepeoplehidingfor



theirlivesatchurch.Shelookedatthe

scenefrom upthechurch,shestarted

ringingthehugechurchbell,sherangit

untileveryone'sattentionwasonher.

Everyonenoticedherbecauseshewas

different,herwingsmadeherdifferent.

Thesunwasshiningthroughtheraysof

herwings,Everyonecameforward,not

becausetheywantedtofightherbut

becausetheythoughtshehadan

announcementtomake.

Shedidn'tcometotalk,shecameto

destroy!

.

.
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---NARRATED---

Thosewhoknewhowshefightfeared

fortheirlives,hereyesglowed.

ZamanisawLuthandofrom afarandran

toher.

Luthando:"Whatareyoudoinghere,did

youfindtheCastle?".

Zamani:"Yeswedid,whereisNicholas".



Shelookeddown..

Zamani:"WhereisNicholas?".

Luthando:"Hisbrotherkepthim

hostage,theywillkillhim".

Zamani:"What?Why?".

Luthando:"Idon'tknowbutweneedto

helptheothers,myUncleishidingthem

backathome".

Zamani:"WeneedtofindMinenhle".

Luthando:"Wait,whoisthat?".

Zamani:"OhmyGodit'sher,ifwedon't

stophershe'sgoingtodestroythis

wholeplace".

Theyranclosertothechurch,Everyone

waslookingatthestrangecreaturewith



longblackwings.

Zamani:"Wehavetofindawaytostop

her,come".

Voice:"Youareturningagainstyour

ownkindLuthando".

Luthando:"Julianne".

Julianne:"Youshouldbefightingwith

usnotagainstus".

Luthando:"Killingtheinnocent?Forget

itJulianne!".

Minenhlesawthattheywantedtokill

Zamani,sheslowlywentdown.

Minenhle:"It'smethatyouwant,not

them,LetthepeopleGo".

Juliannestartedwhisperingherspell,



whensheopenedhereyesMinenhle

waslookingather.

Julianne:"Impossible".

Minenhle:"Luthandohowdoyoukilla

witch?".

Luthando:"I-".

Beforeshecouldstarttalkingshe

pinnedJuliannedownonthegroundand

setheronfire,theAngelsofdarkness

gotveryangryandstartedattacking.No-

onecouldseewhatwashappening

becausetherewasdusteverywhere,

Minenhlewouldpindownandburnthe

Angelsoflight.ThePanthersdidn'tgo

anywherenearher,thistimeshewas

betterbecauseshedidnotallowanger



tocontrolher,shewasincontrolofher

anger.

Minenhle:"WhereisNicholas?".

Zamani:"Idon't-".

Minenhle:"Luthandowhereis

Nicholas?".

Luthando:"Theytookhim,thePanthers

tookhim".

Shegotangry,thistimeitwasnoteasy

tocontrolit,ShegrabbedaPantherand

brokeitneck,herhandcameupwithit

heart,shewouldgrab,smashandcome

outwithabeatingheart.

Zamaniwantedtostopherbuthedid

notknowhow,theonlypersonwhowas

capableofdoingthatwasNicholas,



Nicholasdidn'tmindbeinghurtinthe

processofcalmingherdownbut

Zamaniwasveryscared.

Zamani:"Stopit!Minenhlestop!Iwill

takeyoutoNicholas'sfamilyhome".

Shestoppedandlookedathim.

Minenhle:"Iwantyoutotakeeveryone

tothedarkmountain".

Zamani:"Areyououtofyourmind?

EveryonewillthinkthatIwanttokill

them".

Minenhle:"Zamanitakeeveryonethere,

it'snotsafehere".

Zamani:"Finebutwhereareyougoing?".

Minenhle:"I'm goingtodowhatneeded



tobedonelongago".

SheleftZamaniconfused,itwashard

forZamanitomakeeveryonegotothe

mountain,But,ashewasknownasthe

Princewhowasthrownoutofhisown

homeandalsoasthegoodperson,

Peopledidputtheirtrustinhim.

1.

TheNgubanePalacewasthebiggest

palaceinallofthesix(Thecastle

excluded)KingSandlanawashumanbut

veryclosewiththePanthersbecause

theyweredangerousandhewanted

them toprotecthim andhisKingdom.

Duringtheceremonyhealsodidn'twant

MinenhletobecometheQueen,hewas

againstNonkanyiso.Hesenteveryone



togotothewar,thewomenandthe

children.KingSandlanawaswithhis

wiferelaxingonhisverandawhenone

ofhisguardsnoticedsomethinghuge

flyingstraightatthem.

Minenhlelanded,Everyonemovedback,

TheKinghimselfnearlyfelldown.

KingSandlana:"You!".

Minenhle:"YesMe,astheQueenofthis

Kingdom Icommandyoutofollowme".

KingSandlana:"Youmustbeoutof

yourmind".

Shegrabbedonepantherandkilleditin

frontofhim,shethenthrewitheartat

him.

Minenhle:"Youhaveabeautifulwife,



I'm sureyoudon-".

KingSandlanastoodup,Minenhle

grabbedhim andfleeawaywithhim.

.

.

2.

KingNqabaTheAngelsofdarkness,

KingNqaba

wasaverygoodfriendofthelateKing

NgubanethefatherofBonginkosi

Ngubane,however,theyendedupnot

seeingeyetoeyeandNqabadecidedto

buyanunoccupiedlandwiththestake



ofgoldcoinsandstartedhisown

Kingdom.KingNqabahelpedinhiding

asmanypeopleashecouldbutdeep

down,heknewthathewasdigginghis

owngrave.TheKingwasbusyhelping

people.

Minenhle:"YourHighness".

KingNqaba:"How-howdoyouknow

myKingdom".

Minenhle:"IsaweveryKingofKwa-

Nyamazaneattheceremonyandfrom

upthere(pointingatthedarkmountain)

IcanseealltheKingdoms".

KingNqaba:"I'm notkidnappinganyone

i-".

Minenhle:"Iknowandthankyouforthat



butwehavetogo".

KingNqaba:"What?".

MinenhletookKingNqabaandflew

awaywithhim.

3.

MrNeilwasapriestaverygood

Christianwithanhonestheart,he

decidedtobuildhisownvillagewhen

thepeoplestartedkillingtheAngelsof

lights.Whenheheardthatthewarhas

startedherantohischurchandstarted

praying,hewasprayingforpeaceand

hispeople,heknewexactlythattheywill

comeforhim andhispeople.

Minenhle:"MrNeil".

MrNeillookedathim andmovedback



inshock.

MrNeil:"Ohdearchildwhodidthatto

you,wehavetopray".

Minenhle:"WewillpraylaterMrNeilbut

nowwehavetogo,IpromiseIwillcome

backandpraywithyou".

MrNeilfainted,neverinhislifehashe

everseenapersonwithbigblackwings.

Minenhletookhim andfleeawaywith

him.

4.

MrDlaminiwasaveryrudeman,no-one

woulddaregoagainsthisword,inevery

meetingwiththeotherkings,hewasthe

onewhoalwayshasafinalsay,not

becausehewasaKingbutbecausehe



wasaprominentbusinessman,hewas

highlyrespected.Hewasaveryfeared

man.Minennhlewasnotawareofthat,

shewenttoeachandeveryKingdom

preparedforanything.

MrDlamini:"Iwantallofyoutostand

bythegate,ifyouhearanymovement

attackfirstdon'twaitforthem toattack".

Hisguardsagreedandwentout,hesat

downonhishugeexpensivelooking

chair.

Minenhle:"Thatwasaverygoodsetup".

MrDlamini:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Minenhle:"I'm heretotakeyou".

MrDlamini:"Guad-".



Minenhletookhim andfleewithhim.

5.

NtobekoNgubanethestepsonofthe

KingBonginkosiNgubane,Ntobeko

Ngubaneturnedagainsthisownfather

(stepfather)andtookovertheKingdom.

Minenhlekneweverycornerofthe

NgubanePalace,shehidherwingsand

gotinsidethemainrooms,luckilyNo

onewasatthepassagewhenshewent

toNtobeko'sbedroom.

ShefoundagirlbutNtobekowasnot

there,whatangeredherwasthat

innocentpeoplewerelosingtheirlives

outsidebuthedidn'tcare,hewasbusy

satisfyinghisdesires.



Minenhle:"Hi,ishishighnesshere?".

Thegirlnodded.

Minenhle:"Getout!".

Thegirlstoodupandleft,Ntobeko

cameoutoftheshowernaked.

Minenhle:"Getdressedwehavetogo".

Ntobekonearlyfaintedinshock.

Ntobeko:"Howdidyougetin".

Minenhleopenedthewardrobeandtook

Ntobeko'sclothes.

Ntobeko:"Areyoustealingfrom me?".

Minenhlespreadedherwingsandflee

awaywithNtobeko.

Zamanigatheredasmanypeopleashe

couldtothedarkmountain,hewas



waiting,waitingforMinenhletocome

back.Hewasalsoworriedabouther.

6.

MinenhlewenttothelastKingdom,She

didn'tjustbudgein,shelandedatthe

gate.

Minenhle:"IcametoseeMrParker".

Theguardsquicklyraninsidenot

becausetheyrespectedMinenhlebut

becausetheyfearedherwings.The

guardcameback.

Him:"Hishighnessisbusy".

Minenhle:"GotellhishighnessthatI

haveeverywayofgettinginsidebut



becauseIrespecthim,I'm askingnicely".

Heranbackinsidebutcamebackalone,

Minenhledidn'twaittohearwhatthe

guardhadtosay,shestartedflyingup

andgotinside.

Casper:"How-HollyGod!".

.

.

Me:"Youknow,Iwasbeingpolitewhen

Iwantedtoaskforyourpermissionto

getinside,itwasn'tbecauseIcan'tget

in".

Casper:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"It'sgoodtoseeyouagain,I'm here



toseeNicholas".

Casper:"Heisnothere".

Me:"Isit?".

Casper:"Getoutofhere,ohandwhat

doIcallyou?Blackdevilwings?".

Me:"That'saverynicename,thankyou,

now,whereisNicholas?".

Casper:"Ge-".

Minenhlewasveryfast,shestrangled

him againstthewall.

Casper:"Youthinkyoucanrulethis

wholecitywhenyouarelikethis?Ifeel

sorryforyou".

Me:"Where-Is-Nicholas?".

Shedroppedhim andtookabigtowel



thatwasnexttohim,shetornitinto

piecesandtiedhim uponthechair,she

alsoclosedhismouth.

Minenhle:"Iwantedtodothistheright

waybutwellyoudecidedtodoitthe

hardway".

Minenhlegotinside,theplacewasbig

butnottoomuch.Shesawaman

passingby.

Minenhle:"Hi".

Shepinnedhim..

Minenhle:"WhereisCasper'sbrother".

Hepointedtheroom,Minenhlerantoit.

Minenhle:"Nicholas!Nicholas!".

Nicholas:"BabyI'm here!".



Hisbrotherwasdum enoughnottolock

thedoor,whensheopenedit,Nicholas

wasn'talone.

Minenhle:"GodIthoughtsomething

terriblehappenedtoyou".

Shehuggedhim tightly

Minenhle:"Whoishe?".

Nicholas:"Heismybrother".

Minenhle:"Brother?".

Nicholas:"Babywewilltalkaboutit

later,helpus".

Minenhle:"Helooksunconscious,Let's

go".

Nicholastookhim,theyquicklyranto

whereCasperwas.



Nicholas:"Youtiedhim?".

Minenhle:"Pleasetakehim tothe

church,there,youwillfindZamaniand

LuthandoAndcomeupthere".

Shesaidpointingatthemountain.

Nicholas:"What?Nooneevergoes

therethat'swhereNonkany-".

Minenhle:"I'm givingyoutenminutes,

youareaPantherrun".

ShewasnotevensmilingNicholas

changedhisform andranwiththeman

hesaidishisbrother.Minenhlewentto

themountainwhereshekeptallthe

leadersthere,themountainwaslarger

thananyother,itwasthemountain

whereyoucouldseeNonkanyisoand



feellikesheisnexttoyou,shewaseven

bigger.

Minenhlerememberedwhenshewasat

thelibrary(NgubanePalace)inthe

booksshefound,sheoncereadthat,the

HunterwhofoundKwa-Nyamazaneand

thefirstmantofightthePanthersand

wascrownTheKingofKwa-Nyamazane

wasthefirstmantoclimbthat

mountainwasthefirstmanwho

discoveredKwa-Nyamazanethrough

thatmountain,wasisittheMountainof

light?Minenhleaskedherself.

Nicholascamebackrunningbuthewas

notalone,hecamewithZamani.

Nicholas:"Whatisgoingonhere?".



Zamani:"Thewitchesaredestroying

everything,it'sbad".

Minenhle:"Iknowthatyouareall

leadersandverywellrespectedpeople

inyourKingdoms,ifyoulovethisplace

andyourselveswhyareyoudestroying

yourownhome?haveyouthoughtabout

yourpeople?yourfamilies?yourselves?

YeswhenIheardthatyouarekilling

innocentpeopletheonlythingthatI

cameheretodowastofightbutafter

seeingthoseinnocentpeoplebackthere,

afterseeingthePanthersandthe

Angelsofdarknesskillinginnocent

peopleIrealizedthatIcannothurtthem

becausetheyareinnocentgoodpeople

whoaredrivenbyweakleadership".



Dlamini:"Listenhereyoung-".

Shespreadherwingsandcamecloser

tohim.

Minenhle:"Youdidenoughtalkingat

theceremonynowit'smyturntotalk.

Youareallcowards!Youarefilthylying

cowardsyoutoldthosepeoplewhoare

fightingtherelies,youliedtothem

becauseyouarecowards,ifyouare

strongandpowerfulthenwhyisitnot

youwhoareouttherefighting?You

wereallrelaxinginyourhomeswhile

peoplearekillingeachother,yousee

thatbigmoonoverthere,shechoseme

becauseshesawhowheartlessyouall

are.Icalledyouallheretofightme,fight

me!".



.

.

Theyallmovedbackandlookedather.

Minenhle:"Yousee,yousentyour

peopletodosomethingthatyoucan't

evendo,weak,selfishleadership,

cowards!.Whatyoualldidtodayisa

verybigcrimewhichIcannottoleratein

myKingdom.Your"King"statusended

thedayIwascrownedQueenofKwa-

Nyamazane,I'm happythatmostofthe

Kingdomsaredestroyed.Youallputmy

Kingdom andmyPeopleindanger,

todayIlostmanyofmypeopleandI'm



stilllosingmorebecauseofyouso

today-".

Ntobeko:"Minenhle-".

Minenhle:"Iam yourQueen,itisyour

highnesstoyou".

Nicholas:"Someoneisleadingeveryone

here,look".

Zamani:"Luthandoisleadingthem".

Minenhlecouldnotbelievewhatshe

wasseeingallThePanthers,TheAngels

oflightandhumanswererunning

togethertothemountain.

Minenhlerantomeetthem halfway.

Minenhle:"Whatisgoingon?".

Luthando:"TheAngelsofdarknessare



angry,Julianne'smotherisangry".

Minenhle:"Okay,pleaseallofyou,sit

down".

Noteveryoneheardherbuttheyallsat

downwhentheysawotherssitting

down,therewerehundredsofpeople.

Minenhlestoodontopofthehugerock.

Minenhle:"Nooneisfightinganymore,

pleasestayhereanddon'tmove,we

havelostenoughpeoplealready".

Nicholas:"Wecan'tletthem destroy

thisplace".

Minenhle:"Theyhavedestroyedit".

Nicholas:"Wehavetofight".

Minenhle:"Thisisnotyourfightit's



mine,Iam theonewhokilledJulianne

notyou,hermotherwantsmenotyou".

Nicholas:"Iam stillcomingwithyou!".

Minenhle:"Iwillkillyou".

Minenhlespreadherwings,thedamage

theydidmadeherlosehermind,she

rememberedGlenda'swords

"ForgetaboutKwa-NyamazaneIalways

haddreamsandhopes,thatwhenthis

daycomeatleastitcanbesaved.Ican

feelthetreesburningandthegrounds

crackingitsover,Kwa-Nyamazane

cannotbesaved".

Maybethiswholethingwasnotworthit,

maybeitwasnotworthfightingfor.

Julianne'smotherdestroyedThe



NgubanePalace,Minenhlewaspraying

thatshedoesnotgototheCastle,The

castlewasheronlyhope.

TheAngelsofdarknesshadpowerful

strangepowers.

Minenhledidn'ttalk,shethrewherself

ontopofthewomen,thewomenused

herdarkmagicshedidnotknowhowto

fight.Minenhleavoidedtouseher

powersbecauseofwhathappenedlast

time.Julianne'smotherpushedherand

shepainfullyhitthetree,Thewomen

usedherdarkmagictomakeMinenhle

tired.

Julianne'smother:"Thisisformy

daughter!".



Minenhlewaslayingdown,sheopened

hereyes,whichturnedbrightshestood

upandstartedthefire,shewasflying

fasterthanbefore,shepunched

Julianne'smotherandshefelldown,

Shewentontopherandkissedher.

Julianne'smother'sbodystarted

showinggreenbigveins.

Her:"Whatdidyoudotome?".

Minenhle:"I'm boththedarknessand

light,youshould'vethoughttwice".

Shestoodupandthrewherbodyinside

thefire.

WhenMinenhlelookedaroundthewhole

placewascrackinginthemiddle.She

startedflyingbacktothemountain.



Ntobeko:"Itlookslikewearegoingto

diebeforeherhighnessrules".

EveryonelookedatMinenhle,they

wantedhertodosomething,butshefelt

powerlessandhopeless.Thetears

startedrollingdown,shefelldownon

herkneesandcriedveryloud,Everyone

waslookingather.

Minenhle:"Doyouthinkitwaseasyfor

metoacceptallthis?Noitwasnot.I

sacrificedmylifeforthisKingdom,I

havebeenthroughalot.NonkanyisoI

acceptedyourdecision,Iam nowThe

QueenofthisKingdom,welostsomany

livestoday,wecan'tloseourhometoo.I

neverbelievedinancestorsbutnowIdo,

pleasehelpus,please".



Zamanicameandkneltdownnextto

her.

Zamani:"Theprophecywas,youandi

botharedestinedtosavethisKingdom,

youdidyourpart,nowit'smyturntodo

mine".

Minenhle:"Whatdoyoumean?".

HetookoffhisT-shirtanddagthe

smallhole.

.

.

Zamani:"ThroughtheKingdoms,the

darkmountainandallthemountains



beforethat,thebeautifultreesthat

makesKwa-Nyamazaneasbeautifulas

itis.IasthePrincefrom theNgubane

royalfamilygivemybloodtotheKwa-

Nyamazanesoil".

Minenhle:"Whatareyoudoing

Zamani?".

Hismarkwasshiningbright,hetooka

verysmallrockandcuthimselfinthe

middleofhismark,hebentoverand

allowedhisbloodtocomeoutinsidethe

hole.

Minenhle:"Zamani!!".

Zamani:"Nonkanyisotakemylifeand

givethem backtheirhome".

Minenhle:"ZamaniNo!Wecandothis



theotherwaynotlikethis,please

Zamani".

Nonkanyisochangedtothebright

orangecolourandwentuptolightthe

entireKingdom,whenMinenhlelooked

atZamanihiseyeswereclosed,shesat

downandheldhim.

Minenhle:"Zamaniopenyoureyes,I'm

notplayingwithyouZamaniopenyour

Goddamneyes".

Shecouldn'tholdherselfshecried,it

washeartbreakingtowatch,thewayshe

wascryingbroughteveryoneintears.

Nicholas:"BabyheisgoneI'm sorry".

Minenhle:"No!Heisnot,Zamaniplease

don'tdothistomepleasewakeup



please,Zamani!Noitcan'tbe,hecan't

begone,Zamani".

Minenhlehearddrumsandpeople

singing,theycame,thepeoplewhotold

MinenhlethatZamaniandherwillsave

theKingdom,thistimeeveryonesaw

them,TheykneltdownbeforeMinenhle.

Anoldmanspoke.

Him:"YourKingdom issavedyour

highness".

Minenhlewasn'tevenpayingattention

tothem,shewasheartbrokenandcrying.

Him:"TodayIwillintroducemyselfto

you,Iam yourgreatgreatgreat

grandfather".

Minenhle:"Pleasedosomething,help



him please".

Him:"Hewrotehisowndestiny,there's

nothingIcando.Iam givingyouthis

Kingdom andyouhaveallmyblessings".

Hestoodupandtheydisappeared.

Minenhle:"Idon'twantthisKingdom,I

don'twantit,IwantZamaniplease,

Zamaniwakeup".

.
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'Iliketobelieve,

Thateverytearsshed,

Byeverysadsoul,

Turnsintoastar.

Sowhenitisdark,

Andwelookup,

Wecanseethatwearenotalone,

Andallourtears,

Becomebeautifulconstellations

Thatouteyesstoptoadmire,



Andourheartsfindcomfortin'-

Ughmilena

.

.

.

Cryingwasalleveryonedid,eventhose

whodidn'tknowZamanicried,Minenhle

wasveryheartbrokenandnumb.

Nicholas:"Wehavetogo".

Minenhle:"Wecan'tleavehim here".

Nicholas:"Iknowbabybutyoualso

can'tstayhere,it'sverylate".

Minenhlestoodupbutshewasvery

weak,shecollapsed.



Nicholas:"Amanda!".

.

.

-Minenhle

Iwasinaverybigroom,thesheetwere

silk,IlookedaroundbutIdidn'tsee

anyonewithme.WhenIliftedupmy

headitwasheavy,thehandwas

coveredindrips,wherewasi?".

Mymindcameback,Istartedthinking

aboutZamani,tearsstartedrollingdown.

Awomenwalkedin.

Her:"YourHighnessyouarefinally

awake".

Me:"IwanttoseeNicholas".



Her:"Youhavetodrinkthisfirst".

Me:"CallNicholas".

Her:"Yesyourhighness".

Shewentout,fewminuteslater

Nicholascame.

Nicholas:"ThankGodyouareawake,

howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Whyam Icoveredindrips?".

Nicholas:"Wellyouweredehydratedbut

it'sbeenalongtwoweeks".

Me:"Twoweeks?".

Nicholas:"Yesbabyyou'vebeeninthis

bedfortwoweeks,thewomenyousaw

hereisyournurse".

Me:"Nurse?WhydoIhaveanurse?".



Nicholas:"Babypromisethatyouwon't

bemadatme".

Me:"I'm notpromising".

hesmiledabitshowinghisbeautiful

dimples.

Nicholas:"Babyyoucollapsedbecause

youwerestrainingyourselftoomuch,

youneededtorest".

Heclearedhisthroat.

Nicholas:"Weareexpectingachild,

babyyouarepregnant".

Me:"Pregnanthow?I'm pregnant?".

Nicholas:"Yesbaby,itwaskindofa

shocktootomebutI'm veryhappy".

Me:"Itisshocking,NicholasifIhave



beenherefortwoweekswhathappened

toZamani?".

Nicholas:"Well,hewaslaidtorestthe

followingdaybabyIknowhowmuch

Zamanimeanttoyouandiam sorrythat

youhavetolosehim sopainfullybut

rememberthathelovedyouwithallhis

heartandhewillforeverbewithyou".

Me:"Iwanttogowherehewaslaidto

rest".

Nicholas:"Noproblem mylovebutyou

havetotakeiteasynotforyourselfbut

forthebabytoomylove".

Me:"Wherearewe?".

Nicholas:"WeareattheCastle".

Me:"Andthepeople?".



Nicholas:"Wedecidedthatsome

peopleshouldsharethehousesherebut

westartedbuildingmorehousesfor

everyone,yourgrandmothergaveusa

verybigland".

Me:"Theotherplacesarestillupside

down?".

Nicholas:"Yes,Letmehelpyouup,but

areyousurethatyoucanwalk?".

Me:"EvenifIcan't,mysuperboyfriend

isaPantherhecantakemewhereverI

wanttogoinjustasecond".

Helaughedandshookhishead.

Nicholas:"Okaygetup,takeiteasy".

Me:"I'm notdying,I'm finesee?".



Nicholas:"I'm notconvinced,Let'sgo".

Thefreshcoolbreezeofairhitthrough

myhair,itwasrefreshing,Nicholasran

tothemountain.Nicholaschangedto

hishumanform.

Nicholas:"Wedecidedtolayhim here,

come".

Theplacebroughtbacksomanybad

memories,myheartwasreallyaching.

Me:"Canyougivemesomespace".

Henoddedandkissedmyforehead,

therewerehugestonesbuiltinaform of

asmallhouse,Igotinside,Iwasafraid

toopenhisbodybutIwassurethathe

feltmypresence.Wordscouldn'tcome

out,Ijustbrokedownandcried.



Me:"Zamaniwhy?"

Icried,Istoodupandwentoutside.

Nicholas:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Idon'tknowhowI'm feeling,we

needtofindaholethatZamanidagthe

othernight".

Henodded,hedidn'taskanyquestions,

hehelpedmelookforit,Nicholaswas

everythingIwantedandmore,hewasa

veryunderstandingpersonwhonever

judgedorquestionanythingbutallinall

hewouldgiveyouallhissupport.

Nicholas:"It'sthisone".

Ikneltdownnexttoit.

.



.

.

.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoing".

Me:"I'm tryingtosaveZamani'slife".

Nicholas:"Iknowyouarehurt,weall

arebutbabythere'snothingyoucando

now".

Me:"Letmeatleasttryokay,please".

Icutmywristandallowedtheblood

dropstogetinsidethehole.

Me:"NonkanyisoI'm askingyoutobring

lifeinZamani'sbody,please,Ineedhim,

heistooyoungtodiepleasegivehim a



secondchance".

Thegroundstartedvibrating,Nicholas

quicklyheldmeinprotection.

Afterafewminutesitstopped,Iranto

Zamani'sgrave,hewasn'tup.

Me:"Hedidn'twakeup,pleasedon'tsay

youtoldme".

Nicholas:"Iwillneversaythat,Let'sgo

backhomenow".

Nicholas:"Babylook,youbrought

everythingbacktolife,thetreesandthe

roads".

Me:"ButthehousesandZamaniarenot

backtolife,Let'sgobackhome".

Ispentmostofmytimeinmybedroom



thatwasbigenoughtoaccommodate

morethanfiftypeople,Ilookedat

myselfinthemirror,findingithardto

believethatIwascarryingahuman,it

washardtobelievethatIwaspregnant.

Someoneknockedatthedoor.

Me:"Comein".

ItwasGlenda,shesmiledwhenshesaw

me.

Glenda:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Iam goodthankyou".

Glenda:"Thankyouforsavingour

home".

Me:"Therealherocouldn'tmakeit,itis

justsoheartbreakingtoeventhink

aboutit".



Glenda:"IknowmychildbutIthinkafter

allthisweneedtodoaceremonyand

honourthelivesofthepeoplewelost".

Me:"Thankyou,wewilldothat".

Glenda:"Comenow,supperisready".

Thetablewaslong,KingNgubanewas

veryheartbrokenbuthewasavery

strongman.

Gloria:"Iheardthatwheneverything

camebacktolifeeventheplantswere

saved".

Me:"Isit?".

Gloria:"Yesthatmeanswehave

enoughfoodforeveryone".

Me:"Ithinkwehavetostartmovingon



now,thisplaceisverybigifweemploy

manypeopleaspossibleatleastnoone

willgotobedonanemptystomach".

Nicholas:"Sowhatareyousuggesting?".

Me:"Weneedguards,cleaners,cookers,

Gardinersandpeoplewhowilldoallthe

otherthings".

Gloria:"Manypeopleneedsclothes

afterallthis".

Me:"Ithinkitiswiseforyoutoteach

otherpeoplewhoareinterestedhowto

designclothes".

KingNgubane:"Areyougoingto

announcethattothepeople?".

Me:"No,Ithinktomorrowwehaveto

calleveryone,thosewhoaregoodin



constructiontheirnamesshouldbe

takendownandtheycanstarthelpingin

buildinghouses,weneedeveryoneto

comeupwithsomething,ourKingdom

isveryrichinmineralsifweuseitwisely

wewillallberich".

Glenda:"Whatabouttheprisoners?".

Me:"Theprisoners?".

Nicholas:"Wedecidedtoputthosewho

werethecorruptleadersinprisonuntil

youwakeup".

Me:"Whatprison?".

Nicholas:"Theyareunderaspell

underground".

Me:"Ntobeko,yourbrotherand

Dlamini?".



KingNgubane:"Yeswithalsothose

whowerethecorruptcouncilmembers".

Me:"Alright".

KingNgubane:"Youalsoneedtostart

theinterviewsforthepeopleyouwould

liketobethecouncilmembers".

Me:"Ihaveaveryfewpeopleinmind

butIwon'tchooseeveryone,thepeople

willchoosethepersontheytrust,Iwant

usalltounite,IneedThePanthers,

Angelsoflightanddarknessand

humansaspartofthecouncilmembers.

Sothepeoplewillchoosewhotheytrust

themost".

KingNgubane:"Sowhatabouttheother

Kingdoms,Willtheybebuiltagain?".



Me:"I'm sorrybutNo,thereisonlyone

palaceofwhichisheretheCastle,there

willonlybehousesbuilt,nomoremany

Kingdoms".

KingNgubane:"Iunderstand".

Gloria:"Weweretherewhenthenurse

saidyouareexpecting,Congratulations".

Me:"Thankyou".

Wefinishedeating,Ifeltliketherewas

morethatstillneededtobedone,

Nicholashuggedmefrom myback.

Nicholas:"I'm veryproudofyou,youare

themoststrongestyoungwomanIhave

evermet".

Me:"Really?".



Nicholas:"YesMyLove,sotellme,you

don'trememberasinglethingabout

yourpastlife?".

.

.

.

.

Me:"No,Idon'trememberanything".

Nicholas:"Okaybaby".

Me:"Nicholas,Doyouthinkitisthe

righttimetolookformyfamily,Imean

theKingfamily?".

Nicholas:"Noit'snottherighttime,you



havebeenthroughalotandweare

expectingachildsoIthinkyouneedto

restuntilthebabyisborn,Ican'trisk

puttingyouandthechildindanger

becausewedon'tknowwheretheroad

mightlead".

Me:"Maybetheyarearoundhereyou

know,may-".

Nicholas:"IsaidNo,wewilllookfor

yourfamilyafterthebabyisborn".

Me:"Okay".

Iknowthathewasprotectingmebut

deepdownIwantedtofindmyfamily

beforethechildisbornanditwasnot

goingtobeabadideatodoitbehindhis

back.



Nicholas:"Ithinkyouwillalsoneeda

secretary".

Me:"Forwhat?Youarehere".

Nicholas:"BabyIcan'tbeyoursecretary

butyoustillneedsomeone".

Glenda:"Iam sorrytointerruptmydear

childrenbutAmanda,theyoungmanis

right,youneedasecretary".

Me:"Okay,Iwillfindone".

Glenda:"Andanotherthing,youare

expectingaheirofthisKingdom,what

willpeoplesaywhentheyfindoutthat

youtheirQueenispregnantoutof

wedlock,no-onewillrespectyou".

Me:"ButIdidn'tknowthatIam

pregnant".



Glenda:"Wellpeopledon'tknowthat".

Nicholas:"Sowhatdoyousuggest?".

Glenda:"Goandsayyourvowstothe

priestthanannounceittoeveryonethat

youarebothmarried,wewilldothebig

ceremonywhenyouarebothreadyto

getmarried".

Shesaidthatandlefttheroom.

Me:"ThisisharderthanIthoughtandI

nevereverthoughtthatIwillfall

pregnant,I'm tooyoungtobeamother

NicholasandontheothersideIhave

otherresponsibilities".

Nicholas:"Dontstresstoomuchmy

love,wewillgetthroughthistogether

andIwillbehappyifwebothget



married".

Me:"IjustwishthatZamaniwashereto

witnessallthisandhewasgoingtobea

goodsecretary".

Nicholas:"Yeshewas,Ilostafriend

too".

Me:"Iknowit'sjusthardtobelieveand

it'shardtobelievethatwearegoingto

beparents".

Nicholas:"WellIdidn'tsleepthewhole

twoweeksbecauseIwantedtobethe

firstpersontotellyouthenewswhen

youwakeup".

Ismiledathim,hekissedmeandIfelt

mybloodheatingup,Iwantedhim more

thananything,hishandbrushedmy



back,hewantedmetooIfeltit.Itfelt

likeitwasagessincewewereinbed

skintoskin,wecouldn'tgetenoughof

eachother.Itwasmidnightand

Nicholaswassleepingpeacefully.I

stooduptovisitabathroom,whenI

lookedoutsidethebalconyIsawalight

outside,Itookasleepingsheetcloth

andwrappedmyselfwithit,Icame

closertoopenthebalcony.Thelight

waslightingstraightatme,Islowly

closedtheslidingdoor,carefulenough

nottowakeNicholas.

Ineverusedmywingsfor'personal'

use,Ionlyusedthem whenIhadto.But

inthatmomentIfeltlikeIneededtouse

them,thelightwasoutside,farfrom the



Castle,itwaspainfulformywingsto

comeoutwhenIwasnotangry,Istarted

flyingstraighttothelight,Iwaitedinthe

airafraidtolandontheground.

Me:"Hello,isthereanyonehere?".

Itwasdarkbutnottoomuch,aperson

dressedinblackcameoutofthewoods.

Hetookoffhisbigblackhoodieand

lookedatme,itwasthemanwho

wantedmetocomewithhim Backat

thechurch.

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Whydidyouwantmetocomewith

you?".



Him:"ThankyouforsavingKwa-

Nyamazane".

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Hetotallyignoredmyquestion.

Him:"Icanhelpyoufindyourfamily,I

knowwheretheyare".

Me:"Wherearethey?Tellme!".

Hestartedwalking.

Him:"Whenyouareready,youwill

cometome".

Hedisappearedoutofnowhere,Iflee

backtothecastleandgotinsidethe

blankets,thestrangemanwithstrange

eyesreallyscaredmebutheknew

somethingthatIneededmorethan



anything.

Nicholas:"Wherewereyou?".

Me:"I-ivisitedthebathroom,goback

tosleep".

.
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Itwasverychaotic,peoplewerehaving

theirnamesregisteredforthejobthey

thoughtwasbestforthem,everyone

lookedhappyandthatmademehappy.I

sawSindyinthecrowd,Irushedtoher,I

noticedthatwhenIcamepeoplestarted



pavingthewayforme,wow!Itwas

unexpectedImustsay.

Me:"Hey".

Sindy:"Hey,IsawyouuptherebutIwas

afraidtocometoyousinceyouarewell

herhighness".

Me:"Ahhdon'tbesilly,Imissedyouso

much".

Isaidhuggingher.

Sindy:"Ithoughtyouwillnotrecognize

meanymore".

Me:"Whatareyoudoinginthequeue?".

Sindy:"I'm registeringforthe

housekeepingworkandit'saverylong

line".



Me:"Youwilldoitlater,comewithme,

wehavemorecatchinguptodo".

Sindy:"Sogirlings,tellmethatthishuge

Castleisallyours,GodIonlythought

youwerejustanordinarygirl".

Me:"Istillam,comethisway".

Iheardsomeonecallingmyname,when

IlookedbackitwasNtombezinhlebut

theguardsstoppedher.

Me:"It'sfine,youcanletherin".

Zinhle:"ItoldyouthatIknowher,there

wasnoneedforyoutomanhandleme

likethat".

Me:"Zinhleyoucan'tberude,theywere

doingtheirJob".



Zinhle:"Whatever,Ididn'tseeyouinthe

pastfewdaysandthehousewewere

givenisverysmall,it'sathreebedroom

house,verysmallforus".

Me:"Butatleastyouhaveahome".

Zinhle:"Letmefetchmystaffsowe

canmoveinhere".

Me:"Movewhere?".

Zinhle:"InsidetheCastle".

Me:"ZinhleI'm sorrytosaythisbutthe

peoplewhoarelivinginsidetheCastle

areherebecausetheyearnedit,youleft

usandwentbacktoyourmother,finda

joblikeeveryoneelseandifthatthree

bedroom housedoesn'tmakeyouhappy

pleasegiveittothoseinneed".



Zinhle:"Butwearefriends".

Me:"Nowearenot,ifyou'llexcusemeI

haveworktodo".

Weleftherthere.

Sindy:"Thatgirlthinksshecanget

everythingjustbecauseshewasa

princess".

Me:"Shewastheprincessinher

kingdom notmine".

Sindy:"Thisplaceisverybig".

Me:"Ievengetlostsometimes".

Sindy:"WhathappenedtoZamaniwas

heartbreakingbuthewasaverybrave

man,Iam sorryfriend".

Me:"Ithurtsbutthere'snothingwecan



donow".

Sindy:"Ican'tevenimaginehowitfeels

losingaboyfriend".

Me:"Boyfriend?OhfriendZamaniandi

brokeuplongago".

Sindy:"What?Why?".

Me:"Ithinkwewereonlymeanttobe

friends".

Sindy:"I'm sorrybutyouweremy

favoritecouple".

Me:"Let'sgetinsidehere".

Wesatonthecouches.

Me:"Sowhoareyouherewith?Where's

yourauntandZoe?".

Sindy:"TheybothleftKwa-Nyamazane



afterthattragicaccidenthappenedso

I'm allalone".

Me:"I'm sorryfriend,youarenotalone

anymoreI'm hereandIwouldloveifyou

canmoveinherewithme".

Sindy:"What?Youwantmetostay

insidetheCastle?".

Me:"Whynot?".

Shestartedcrying,Iwasn'tverygood

andcomfortingpeople,Iwasreallybad

atit.

Me:"Sowhyareyoucrying?".

Sindy:"It's-It'sjusthardbelieve".

Me:"Butyoucan'tstayhereforfree,

youwillhavetoworkforit".



Sindy:"Iwilldoanything,Icanwash

yourclothesandcookorevenclean".

Me:"Good,Soherearethefiles,yousee

thesepapershere,ifitsays

Constructionworkerputthepaper

insidethefilethatiswrittenthesame

thingandafterfilingthis,youwilllook

foranyroyalhousekeepertoshowyou

yourroom,don'tforgettofetchyour

staff".

Sindy:"Isthisall?".

Me:"Wellyes,andnowyoucancall

yourselftheQueen'ssecretary".

Sindy:"OhmyGod,thankyou,thank

you".

Me:"PleasestartworkingbecauseIwill



needthosefilestomorrow".

Sindy:"Okaygirlings,Imeanyour

highness".

Ilaughedather,Sindyhelpedmealot

thetimeIwasstayingattheNgubane

Palace,shewastheonlypersonwho

mademefeelbetterabouteverything

thatwasgoingonaroundme.

.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"Sweetheart".

Me:"Yes".



Nicholas:"Youdidverywelltodaynow

youhavetochoosethecouncil

members".

Me:"WhichIstheveryhardtask,please

passmethatglassofwater".

Nicholas:"Thereyougo,pleasedon't

worktoohard".

Me:"ComeonI'm notevenshowingyet".

Hesmiled.

Nicholas:"Youknowsomethingstrange

happenedlastnight".

Me:"Whatisit?".

Nicholas:"WhenwewenttobedImade

surethatIclosetheWindowsandthe

slidingdoorbutinthemorningthe



slidingdoorwasopen".

"GodhowcanIbesostupid"myinner

voicesaid,IforgottocloseitwhenI

cameback.

Me:"Isit?WellIdidn'tnoticeanything".

Nicholas:"Istheresomethingthatyou

wanttotellme?".

Me:"Somethinglikewhat?".

Nicholas:"Youweren'tinbedinthe

middleofthenightandyousaidyou

visitedthebathroom buttheslidingdoor

wasopened,itdoesn'tmakesense".

Me:"Nicholaswhatexactlyareyou

tryingtosay?Areyouaccusingmeof

somethingoryouarestalkingme?IfI

didn'tgotothetoiletthenwheredidIgo



to?".

Nicholas:"Baby-".

Me:"Maybeyouforgottoclosethe

slidingdoor".

Nicholas:"MaybeIforgot,Letmego

checkonmybrother,he'shealingvery

quickly".

Me:"Iforgotaboutyourbrother,canI

gowith?".

Nicholas:"Noproblem".

IcouldtellthatNicholaswasn'tsatisfied

withwhatItoldhim andnottellinghim

thetruthreallykilledme.

.

Me:"Youalllookalike".



Nicholas:"Toomuch,howareyou

feelingnow?".

Hisbrotherresponded.

Him:"YourhealersareverygoodImust

say,hellobeautiful".

Me:"Howareyou?".

Him:"Inowseewhymybrotherwas

cryingaboutyou,I'm Jacob".

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Nicholas:"Stopfancyingmygirlfriend

Jacob".

Jacob:"YouaresobeautifulAmanda

don'tmindhim hisjealous".

Ilaughedatthem.

Me:"Whereisyoursister?".



Jacob:"Shemovedtoanothercity".

Me:"OkayIwillseeyoulaterJacob".

ThingswerenotharderthanIthought,I

appointedMrNeilastheCastle's

financialmananger,KingNgubanegot

thecouncilmemberpositionandhewas

showingmehoweverythingwasdone,

MrMtshalijoinedthemembersofthe

councilrepresentingthehumans,Mr

Nqabafrom theAngelsofdarknesswas

alsoappointedasthecouncilmember,

MrsGcabarepresentedtheAngelsof

lightsandlastlyNicholasrepresenting

thePantherseventhoughitwashard

convincinghim tojointhecouncil.

Glenda:"Maybethiswillhelp,youneed

toreadroyaltybooksandknowthe



historyofthiscastle".

SheopenedthedoorandwhatIsaw

wasthebiggestLibrarythatIhavenever

seen.

Me:"Wow!Thisisbig".

Glenda:"Youlikeit?".

Me:"Howmaybebooksareinhere?".

Glenda:"Iam notsurebutIwillleave

youtoit".

JacobcameandgreetedGlenda.

Jacob:"Heybeautiful".

Me:"Hi,howareyoufeelingnow?".

Jacob:"Better,mybrotherisjust

nursingmefornothing,I'm finenow".

Me:"Youshouldbehappy,he'sdoingit



becausehelovesyou".

Jacob:"No,he'sboring,howdoyou

keepupwithhim anyway?Youneed

someonefun".

Me:"Andthatis?".

Jacob:"Me,whydon'twerunawayand

startanewlifesomewherefar".

Me:"Really?Andwhyareyoustanding

therebecauseyoushouldbehelpingme

here,come".

Jacob:"Andwhatarewelookingfor?".

Me:"Royalbooks".

Jacob:"OkayandasIwassayingwe

shouldrunawayandstartanewlife".

Me:"Howmanywomenhaveyousaid



thatto?".

Jacob:"Whatisthathavetodowith

this?".

Me:"I'm justasking".

Jacob:"ButMandy-".

Me:"Amanda,it'sAmanda".

Jacob:"IliketocallyouMandy".

Irolledmyeyesathim.

Jacob:"I'm goodlookingandcharming

soyoucan'tsaynotome".

Me:"Youlookexactlylikeyourbrother

sothatmeansigotmyselfagood

lookingandcharmingboyfriend".

Jacob:"Youarethemostboringperson

ever".



Me:"SearchthebooksJacob".

Jacob:"Iam butI'm no-Mandylook".

Me:"What?".

Thedoorcloseditselfandthelights

wentoff,foramomentinearlyurinated

onmypants,thelightswentonagain.

.

.

.

.

Jacob:"MandyIswearIdon'twanna

getinvolvedinyourwitchcraft".

Me:"LikereallyJacob?Yousoundlikea

girl".



Jacob:"Areyoucomparingmetoa

women?".

Me:"Yesbecauseyousoundlikeone,

Let'sgo".

Heopenedthedooranditopenedlike

nothinghappened.

Jacob:"Someoneisplayingaprankon

us".

Me:"Idoubtthat".

.

Nicholas:"I'vebeenlookingforyou".

Me:"WewenttothelibraryIwastold

thatIhavetoreadroyalbooks".

Nicholas:"That'sawiseideamylove

butwehavetogotothecouncilmeeting,



wehavetogo".

Me:"Now?".

Nicholas:"Yesnow,howcanyou

forget?".

Me:"I'vebeenuponmyfeetssince

morning,IthinkI'm notfeelingwell".

Nicholas:"Honeyyouneedtorestlet

Mecancelthemeetingandstaywith

you".

Me:"Youcan'tcancelthemeeting,

pleasegoandIwillmakesurethatIrest,

youwilltellmeallaboutthemeeting

whenyoucomeback".

Nicholas:"Okaysweetheart,Jacob

pleasemakesurethatshestaysinbed".



Jacob:"She'singoodhands".

Nicholas:"Iwillseeyoulater,Iloveyou".

Me:"Iloveyoutoo".

ImadesurethatNicholaswasgone.

Me:"WearegoingbacktotheLibrary".

Jacob:"Areyououtofyourmind?

Nicholaswillkillmeifhe-".

Me:"IfhefindsoutthatIdidn'tgoto

bedbuthewon'tbecausewebothwon't

tellhim".

Jacob:"Youwanttokillme,didyousee

thatwitchcraftthere?".

Me:"Stopactinglikeawomenand

followme".

IhadonlyknownJacobforaveryshort



periodoftimebutalreadyhewasthe

mostannoyingpersonever.Wewent

backtotheLibrary.

Me:"Youseethere'snothing".

Jacob:"Somethingdoesn'tfeelright".

Me:"Jacobdon'tstartplease".

Jacob:"Getoffme,leavemealone".

Me:"Jacobifyouaretryingtoscareme

pleasestopbecauseitwon'twork".

Somethingwasreallystranglinghis

neck,hewasfightingitbuttheonly

problem was,Icouldn'tseeanything.

Me:"Jacob!".

Jacob:"D-o-n'tcomenearmerun

Mandy".



Me:"Run?What-".

Hewasfightingwhateverthathewas

fighting,hefellonfloor,hisfacewas

bruised.

Me:"Jacobareyoualright?".

Hewasn'tresponding,Iscreamed"Help,

help"untiltheCastlehousekeepers

heardme.

.

Nicholas:"Whathappened?".

Me:"Hewas-i-wewenttotheLibrary

andthentherewasthisthingthathe

wasfighting,Ididn'tse-".

Nicholas:"YouwenttotheLibrary?".

Me:"Iwantedust-".



Nicholas:"Amandadidyougotothe

Libraryornot?".

Me:"Idid".

Nicholas:"Yousaidyouarenotfeeling

well,waittellme,whendidyoustart

lying?Istheresomethingthatyouwant

totellme".

Me:"ItoldyouthatIwaslookingforthe

books".

Nicholas:"Soyouaretellingmethatthe

booksnearlykilledmybrother?".

Me:"No,but-".

Nicholas:"Jacobisfightingforhislife,I

don'tknowwhatyoutwowerethinking".

Me:"Somethingwasfightinghim,itwas



invisibleIcouldn'tseeit".

Nicholas:"Soyouaretellingmethat

thereareghostslivinginhere".

Me:"Idon'tknowbut-Idon'tknowokay".

Nicholas:"Youarenotmakingany

sense,wherewereyoutheothernight?".

Me:"Iwasatthebathroom".

Nicholas:"Soyouexpectmetobelieve

yourghostsstories?Sweetheartlisten

hereandIwantyoutolistenvery

carefully,Idon'tknowwhatyouareupto

butmakesurethatmychilddoesn'tget

caughtupinwhateverthatyouaredoing,

JacobisreallyinpainandIdon'twant

thattohappentomychild".

Me:"ButNicholas-".



Nicholas:"Pleaseleave".

.
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Nicholaswasveryupsetwithmebut

therewasn'tanythingIwashiding,the

reasonIwentbacktotheLibrarywas

becauseIwantedtoseewhatwasgoing

onthere,Idon'tknowwhatattacked

Jacobbuthedidnotgivemeachance

toexplainthattohim.

Me:"Canwetalk?".



Nicholas:"Whatisit?".

Me:"Iam sorryabouteverythingandI

reallydon'tknowwhatattackedJacob".

Nicholas:"Okay".

Hetookhiscoatandlefttheroom,I

lookedatmyselfinamirror,alittle

bumpwasstartingtoshowbutwhyso

early?

Voice:"Becauseyouarecarryinga

Pantherschild".

WhenIturnedbackitwasJacob.

Me:"DammitJacob,whydon'tyou

knock?".

Iquicklyfixedmydress.

Me:"Youwereunconsciousinyourbed



buthow-".

Jacob:"I'm aPanther,Iheal".

Hecamestraightatme.

Me:"What'sgoingonJacob?".

Jacob:"YouarebeautifulAmanda".

Hesaidbrushingmycheeks.

Me:"Thankyoubutyouaremakingme

veryuncomfortablerightnow".

Jacob:"WhereisNicholas?".

Me:"Heisaround".

WhenIlookedathim,hiseyesweredark.

Me:"What'swrongwithyoureyes?".

Jacob:"Nothing".

Hesmiledandlookedaroundtheroom.



Jacob:"Thebabyisgrowingveryfast,I

needthatchildAmanda".

Me:"What?".

Jacob:"Imean,wecanstartanewlife

somewhere".

Me:"Whatisgoingonwithyou?".

Hetouchedhisheadinpain,Ilookedat

him confused,whenhelookedatmehis

eyeswerebacktoitnormalcolour

whichisred.

Jacob:"Mandy".

Me:"Whatexactlyisgoingonwith

you?".

Jacob:"HowdidIgetinhere?".

Me:"Youwalkedinhere,whatiswrong



withyouJacob?".

Jacob:"Ihavetogo".

Hewasactingreallystrange,Iwentout

oftheroom totalktoNicholas.Hewas

intheofficebusywiththepaperwork.

Me:"Love".

Nicholas:"AmandaI'm busy".

Me:"Pleasenowit'snotthetimefor

this".

Itookasit..

Nicholas:"IsaidI'm busy".

Me:"IhavethewholedayandnightsoI

willwait".

Nicholas:"Okaywhat?".

Me:"Somethingisreallywrongwith



Jacob,heisactingstrange,hecameto

ourbedroom andtoldmehewantsme

torunawaywithhim andstartanewlife

somewhere".

Nicholas:"Jacobislikethat,hewasjust

jokingwithyou".

Me:"Iknowwhenheisjokingandwhen

he'snot,backatthelibraryyeshewas

jokingbutnow,helooksandsound

different,hescaresme".

Nicholas:"OkayIwilltalktohim".

Me:"Talktohim?Ithinkheneedshelp".

Nicholas:"Yeshedoesneedhelpafter

whatyoubothGodknowswhateveryou

weredoingatthelibrary".

Me:"Okaythetruthis,theothernight,I



didgotothebathroom butthanIsawa

lightoutside,Iwentthereand-".

Nicholas:"Wait,yousawthelightinside

theCastle?".

Me:"Itwasoutsideanditwaslighting

straightatme,IwenttoitandIsawa

man,hetoldmethatheknowswhere

myfamilyisandwhenI'm readyIwill

cometohim".

Nicholas:"Youwentoutaloneinthe

middleofthenight?".

Me:"Iknowit'swrongbutitwasn'tthe

firsttimeIsawhim,Isawhim bythe

churchthatdaywhenthewarstarted,he

wantedmetocomewithhim,hesaidI

wastheonlyonewiththeroyalblood



left,Ididn'tseehisfaceclearlybuthis

eyesarewhiteandscary".

Nicholas:"Babywhydidn'tyoutellme".

Me:"Yousaidwewilllookformyfamily

afterIgavebirthbutIwantthem tobe

herebeforethat".

Nicholas:"IunderstandmylovebutI

can'triskputtingyouindanger".

WhenIlookedatthedoorJacobwas

standingtherelookingatus.

Nicholas:"Jacobcomein".

Jacob:"Brother!Ididn'tmeantodisturb

you".

Me:"Noyouarenotdisturbingus".

Nicholas:"Whyareyoureyesblack?".



Jacob:"Can'tmyeyeschangecolour

withoutbeingquestioned?".

Nicholas:"NoI'm justasking".

Jacob:"Youhavealwaysquestionedmy

lifebutno-onehaseverquestioned

yours,youkilledourownfatherbutno-

oneeverthoughtofpunishingyoufor

that".

Nicholas:"Jacobwheredoesthatcome

from?".

.

.

.

.



Jacob:"Idon'tknowwhyeveryoneis

afraidofyoubecauseyouareweak".

Nicholas:"Mindyourlanguagewhen

talkingtome".

Jacob:"Orwhat?".

Nicholas:"Yourownfatherneverloved

you,hedidn'tcareaboutyou,youwere

theuselesssonjustlikeIwas,he

deservedtodie,someonehadtokill

him".

Jacob:"Youarewrong!".

Nicholas:"IfI'm wrongthanwhywere

youhisprisoner,whyhisownsonwasa

prisoner?Ishouldhaveleftyoutodie

underground".

Jacob:"Butyoudidn't,youtookmy



father'slifeandinreturnI'm comingfor

everythingthatyouloveorshouldIsay

thatwebothlove".

Nicholas:"IfyoueverhurtAmanda,I

swear-".

Jacob:"Iwouldratherburyyoualive

thanhurther".

Jacob'seyeswentbacktonormal,he

feltdizzyandtired.

Jacob:"CanIhavethatglassofwater".

Nicholas:"Whatiswrongwithyou?".

Jacob:"What?".

Me:"Jacob-".

Jacob:"Ihaveaheadache,Iwillbein

myroom".



Nicholas:"Jacob,sitdown,whatis

goingonwithyou?".

Jacob:"Nothing,why?".

Me:"JacobIthinkyoushouldrestabit,

wewillcheckuponyoulater".

Jacob:"Ireallyneedthat,later".

Helefttheoffice.

Me:"Yousee,Itoldyou".

Nicholas:"Buthow?Thenextminutehe

isamonsterandtheotherhechanges,

somethingiscontrollinghim".

Me:"Butwhatisit".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowandI'm scared

toevenleaveyoualone".

Me:"Hewon'thurtme".



Nicholas:"Ican'triskandthemanyou

saw,Ihavenevermetsomeonewiththe

eyesyoujustdescribed,babywehaveto

becareful".

Me:"Buthowcanwebecarefulifwe

don'tknowwhatweareupagainst?"

Nicholas:"Justgivemetimetothink

okay".

Itwasstressfulbecausewedidn'tknow

ifJacobwasdangertousornot,days

wentbyandhewasinhisnormalstate,

whenweaskhim aboutwhathappened

atthelibraryhedidn'tremember

anything.

Nicholas:"IaskedMrNeiltohelpus

tomorrow".



Me:"Whattime?".

Nicholas:"Inthemorning".

Me:"Nicholas,HowfastdoPanthers

grow?".

Nicholas:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Me:"look".

Isaidmovingtheblanketsontopofme.

Me:"It'snoteventhreemonthsyetbut

it'sshowing".

Nicholas:"Wellit'snotabadthingin

factI'm happy".

Me:"Butit'sscary".

Nicholas:"Youarenotcarryingahuman

mylovesopleaserelax".

Me:"Youarenotmakingmefeelbetter".



Nicholas:"Youwantmetomakeyou

feelbetter".

Me:"It'sactuallyyourjobtomakeme

feelbetter".

Hedidn'tevenwaitformetoswallow

thosewords,hewentontopofme,his

bodywasalwayswarm andIcouldn't

getenoughofit.

.

Gloria:"Youarebeautiful".

Me:"Thedressisverybeautiful,Iwasn't

expectingit,thankyousomuch".

Glenda:"Gloriadidaverygoodjob".

Gloria:"Ithinkwearegoodtogo".



Me:"Wherewillthisceremonybeheld".

Glenda:"AtthePrivatediningarea,third

floor".

Me:"Okay".

Ialwayspicturedmyweddingtobeabig

thingwithallmyfamilyandfriends,

walkingdowntheaisleandseemy

futurehusbandstrugglingtocontrolhis

tearsbutit'struewhentheysay,we

don'talwaysgetwhatwewantinlife.

MrNeil:"Didyouprepareyourvows?".

Me:"Vows?".

Nicholas:"Ididn'thavetowriteanything

down,allIwanttosayisinsidemy

heart".



HesmiledatmeandIsmiledback.

MrNeil:"Okay,Let'snotwastetime".

Nicholasclearedhisthroatandlooked

atmestraightintheeyes.

.

.

.

.

Nicholas:"Iremember,Iwasoutinthe

woodsformytraining,Ithenheard

someonecrying,whenIcamecloserto

checkwhoitwasIsawaverybeautiful

girlwithbigbrowneyeseventhoughher

eyesturnedredfrom cryingbutshewas

stillbeautiful,everyonewasafraidofus



panthersbutsheliftedupherheadand

lookedatme,shestoodupandstarting

brushingme,tellingmehowbigand

beautifulIwas,yesIcouldn'ttalkback

becauseIwasinmypantherform butI

wasgladthatmypresencemadeher

feelbetter.

Shecamebackatthewoodsevery

singledayandIwouldcomeandlookat

herfrom afarbecauseIwasafraidof

gettingclosertoher.Whatshesawwas

abigpantherwithredeyesbutwhatI

sawwastheloveofmylife,Iknewthat

whenshecamebacktothewoodsshe

waslookingformebutIcouldn'tbreak

therules,Pantherswerenotallowedto



getclosetosomeonewhoisn'ttheir

kind,butIgaveupeverythingforher.My

Friends,family,lifeImeaneverything,

wewentthroughalottogether.Sheis

theonlypersonwhotaughtme

humanity,theonlypersonwhowasn't

afraidoftakingrisks,shewasbraveand

strong,babyIknowthatyoudon't

rememberyourpastlifebutIhopethat

onedayyouwill.Iwanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithyou,IlostyouonceandI

waitedforyoubecauseIknewthatNo

onewilevertakeyourplacebuttoday

youarehereinfrontofme,Lord,thisall

feelslikeadream Iloveyou,Iloveyou

somuchthatsometimesIeventhinkI'm

losingmymind".



Hiswordsmademecry,yesIdidn't

remembermostofthethingshesaid

butitallmeantalot.

Me:"WellIdidn'tprepareanything".I

sighed

Theylaughed.

Me:"Ithurts,ithurtssomuchthatyou

haveallthesegoodmemoriesofusbut

Idon'trememberanything,Iremember

whenIwasindenialofmyfeelingsof

you,itwasevenhardtosleep.Iusedto

askmyselfthathowisitpossibletolove

someonesomuch,someonethatyou

justmetbuttodaymyquestionis

answered.Imighthavenotremember

anythingbutthewayIfeelaboutyou

saysalot,youwaitedformeallthese



yearsGodI'm themostblessedperson

intheentireuniverse.NicholasParkerI

loveyouanditakeyoutodayasmy

husbandbecauseIfeelsafewhenI'm

withyou,thereisnoplaceIwouldrather

bethenbeinginyourarms,actuallyMr

Neilcanyouspeedupthiswhole

process,Iwannabewithmyhusband".

Theylaughedagain.

MrNeil:"Okay,Inowpronounce

husbandandwife,youmaykissyour

wife".

.

Nicholas:"Iforgottotellyoumylove

youlookedbeautifulinthatdressbut".

Me:"But?".



Nicholas:"Youlookmorebeautiful

whenyouarenotwearinganything".

Me:"Youaresosilly".

Nicholas:"Youmademe,I'm gladthat

everythingwentwell".

Therewasaknockatthedoor,Nicholas

stooduptoattendtoit.

Me:"Whowasit?".

Nicholas:"MrNgubanewantstoseeus,

getdressed".

IgotdressedandIwasn'thappythat

theyweredisturbingourlittlebedroom

honeymoon.Whenwegottotheroom

wherehewas,KingNgubanelooked

devastated.



Me:"Iseverythingalright?".

KingNgubane:"Imissmyson,Imiss

him somuch".

Me:"Imisshim too".

Icouldn'tsayanythingmore,Ijustbroke

intotears.

KingNgubane:"Ijustcamebackfrom

hisgrave,Iwantedtotellhim howmuch

Imisshim,Iwantedtotellhim how

proudIam ofhim butIcouldn't".

Me:"Iunderstandthatyouarehurting

butpleasegiveitsometime,youwill

talktohim whenyouarestartingtoheal

andIwillgowithyou".

King:"Youdon'tunderstand,Iwon'tbe

abletospeaktomyson".



Me:"Whynot?YouwillIpromiseyou".

KingNgubane:"Youdon'tunderstand,

doyou?Theytookhim,Idon'tknowwho

bu-".

Me:"What?".

KingNgubane:"Zamaniisnotinhis

grave,Ifoundboththegraveandcasket

opened,heisnotthere".

.

.

.
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Me:"Whatdoyoumeanheisnotinhis

grave?".

Nicholas:"Wait!Don'tyouthinkafter

tryingtowakehim up,hewokeupafter

weleft?".

Me:"Idon'tthinkit'spossible".



KingNgubane:"Youtriedtowakehim

up?Withouteventellingme".

Me:"Iforgottotellyo-".

KingNgubane:"Iwantmyson'sbody

now!".

Nicholas:"MrNgubane-".

KingNgubane:"Don'tMrNgubaneme,I

wantmyson'sbody!".

Hesaidthatandlefttheroom.

Me:"Iwasonlytryingtowakehim up,I

didn'tknowthathewilldisappear".

Nicholas:"Don'tstresstoomuch,Iwill

trytolookforhim".

Me:"Where?".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowbutIwillask



Luthandotohelpme,she'sawitch,I

don'tthinkitwillbehardtracinghim".

Me:"Okay".

Nicholas:"Gobacktothebedroom and

pleasemakesureyoustayinsideuntilI

comeback".

Me:"Okay".

IwasprayingforNicholastofindhis

body,Iwassupposedtobehappybut

thingsturnedouttheotherwayaround.

Onmytothebedroom,Iheardsomeone

groaninginpainintheotherroom,when

IopenedthedoorJacobwasin

bedroom cryinginpain.

Me:"Jacobwhat'swrong,areyou

alright?".



Hedidnotrespond.

Me:"Jacob!"

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme.

Me:"Areyoualright?".

Hestoodupandtookhisjacket.

Jacob:"Iwillbebackforyouipromise".

Me:"What?Wait-whereareyougoing?".

Jacob:"I'm goinghome".

Hewentoutoftheroom,hewasreally

actingstrange,whathomewashe

talkingabout?Ifollowedhim buthe

disappeared.Iwentoutsideandstill

therewasnosignofhim,Ilooked

around.Theguardsfollowedmeitfelt

veryuncomfortablebuttheyweredoing



theirjob.

Iwalkedinthemiddleofthehouses

peoplewouldgreetandbowatme.I

sawZinhle'smotherandgrandmother

outsideIwenttothem.

Me:"Goodafternoon".

MrsHlongwa:"Mine-yourhighness,

how-".

Zinhle'smom heldherhandtostopher.

MrsHlongwa:"Wehavetogo".

Me:"Wait!NowthatIsawyou,Iwantto

talktoyouaboutsomething".

Zinhle'smom:"Weareverybusymaybe

someothertime".

Theywereactingverystrange.



Me:"Noproblem".

Icontinuedwalkingwithnosignof

JacobuntilIdecidedtogoback.

Nicholas:"Hey".

Me:"Didyoufindhisbody?".

Nicholas:"Nowedidn'tfindanything,

weevenwenttohisgravethereisno

signofhim".

Me:"Hisfatherwillneverforgiveme,I'm

surehehatesme".

Nicholas:"Heisjustangry,hewillcome

around".

Me:"Idon'tthinksothemanisbroken,

hislifeisfallingapartandthereis

nothingIcandotohelphim".



Nicholas:"Hewillcomearoundtrustme,

Ineedtobath".

Me:"Jacobisgone".

Nicholas:"Gonewhere?".

Me:"HewasingreatpainandwhenI

wenttohisroom hewasweird,hethen

toldmethathewillcomebackforme".

Nicholas:"Didhesaywhereheis

going?".

Me:"Nohedidn'tbuthesaidheisgoing

home".

Nicholas:"Whathome?".

Me:"Ithoughtmaybeyouhaveafamily

aroundhere".

Nicholas:"Nowedon't,IfeellikeIfailed



mybrother,heneededmyhelpbutI

ignoredeverything"

TherewasnothingIcouldsay,hewas

rightwebothignoredhissigns.

Nicholas:"Letmebathquickly".

Thetimewheneverythingwas

supposedtobealright,Iwassupposed

tohavemyhappilyeverafterbutno,

thingsturnedouttheworst,allthe

peoplewhom Iknewthattheyareevil

werealljailedundergroundandinthat

jail,therewasnoescape.Ididnotknow

whotookZamani'sbodyandwhat

happenedbackatthelibrarythatmade

Jacobthewayhewas.



Ifeltlikesomethingwaslookingatme,I

triedtoignorethefeelingbutIfeltthe

eyesonme,whenIlookedatthe

WindowIsawsomethingbiganddarkin

thebranchesoftheoldtreenexttothe

Window,itwasacrowwatchingme.I

slowlymovedclosertothewindow,it

didn'tmove.

Me:"Getoutofhere,getawayfrom

here".

Nicholas:"Whoareyoutalkingto?".

Me:"i-".

.

.

.



.

WhenIlookedatthewindowtherewas

nothingormaybeIwasjustseeing

things.

Me:"IthoughtIsawsomething".

Nicholas:"PleasegivemeawhiteT-

shirtinthecloset".

Me:"Okay,doyouthinkit'spossiblefor

someonewhoisarrestedunderground

toescape?".

Nicholas:"It'snoteasy,why?".

Me:"TellmeifIsoundcrazybutIthink

maybeyourbrotherandtheothers

escaped".



Nicholas:"Whatmakesyousaythat?".

Me:"Here'syourshirt,Zamani'sbodyis

missingandyourbrotherislosinghis

mind,Ithinkthatmaybethere's

someonebehindallthis".

Nicholas:"Maybeyouareright,Iwill

checkifmaybetheyescapedornot".

Me:"Okay".

Nicholas:"Pleasedon'tstressaboutall

this".

Me:"I'm stressedbecauseI'm pregnant

ifsomethinghappensIwon'tbeableto

protectmypeopleorevenmyself".

Nicholas:"Nothingwillhappenmylove

pleasestopstressing".



Me:"It'seasyforyoutosayandI'm

hungry".

Nicholas:"Let'sgogetsomethingto

eat".

Me:"I'm tired".

Nicholas:"OkayIwillbringyou

somethingtoeat".

Ifeltnervoustobeleftalone.

Me:"Whydon'tyoucallahousekeeper

andtellthem tobringusfood".

Nicholas:"What?".

Me:"Youwanttoleavemeherealone?".

Nicholas:"Okayfine".

Hetoldthehousekeeperstogiveus

food,aftereatingIfellasleep,Iwastired,



verytired.

.

'IwasattheNgubanePalace,walkingin

theirbeautifulgarden.

SomeonecameclosertomebutIcould

notseewhoitwasuntilthepersonwas

closer,Istartedrecognizingtheface,it

wasZamani.

Me:"Zamaniyouarehere,youcame

back".

Irantohim forahugbuthejustlooked

atme,hiseyeswerefulloftears.

Me:"Zamaniyouarereallyhere,it'sme".

Whenhesawhismother,hewantedto

hidebehindme.



Me:"What'swrong?Pleasetalktome".

Hismotherroughlygrabbedhim and

gavemeacoldeye.

Me:"Whereareyoutakinghim?".

Theybothdidnotsayanything'

.

Thedream washauntingmethewhole

daybutItoldmyselfthatmaybeitwas

justadream.

Glenda:"Haveyouthoughtofthename

formygrandchild?".

Me:"Nowehaven't".

Glenda:"Whatareyouwaitingfor?".

Me:"Wehaven'ttalkaboutit,Grandma

didmyparentssayanythingbeforethey



left?".

Glenda:"It'snotonlyyourparentswho

left,youhaveAuntsandsistersevenmy

brotherwhoisyourgrandfather".

Me:"Wherearethey?".

Glenda:"Idon'tknow,Itriedlookingfor

them butIdon'tknowwheretheyranto

butI'm surethatsinceyouareherewe

willfindthem".

Me:"Let'shopeso,howdidyoumanage

stayinginthishugecastlealone?".

Glenda:"Itwasnoteasyatall,Iwas

sleepinginthekitchenandbathingthere

becauseIwasafraid,thisplaceisbigit

candriveyououtofyourcomfortzone".

Me:"Iunderstand".



Glenda:"ButI'm veryhappytohaveyou

here,itmeanstheworldtome".

Me:"I'm alsohappytobehere".

.

Me:"Doweneedtomakean

announcement?Newsalwaystravelvery

fast".

Nicholas:"MrNeilsaidhewilltomorrow

duringtheirchurchservice,don'tyou

wannacomewithmeoutside".

Me:"Whynotbuttheseguardsareall

creepy,dotheyreallyneedtofollowme

around?".

Nicholas:"YouaretheQueenyouneed

protection".



Thewalktothedoorwasverylong,we

hadmaybethirteenpeoplewhowere

leavinginsidetheCastlebutstillmore

thantwentyoneroomswereempty

includingkitchensanddiningareas.

Nicholas:"Yourfamilydidaverygood

job,thehousestheybuiltfortheir

peoplearebeautiful".

Me:"That'swhyIneedthehousesthat

theyarebuildinginthevillagestobeas

beautifulastheseones".

Nicholas:"Theywillbe,Hasthebaby

startedplayingyet?".

Me:"Ihaven'tfeltanymovement".

Nicholas:"Maybethebabyislazywe

needtohelphim".



Me:"Helphim,whosaidit'saboy?".

Nicholas:"Maybeitisaboybutifit'sa

girlIalsodon'tmind".

Me:"Ialsodon'tmindbuthowarewe

goingtohelphim".

Nicholas:"Let'sgotothebedroom so

thatI'llshowyou".

Ilaughed.

.

.

.

Me:"OhmyGodyouareverynaughty".



Nicholas:"Iam gladthatyoulikeit".

Me:"Shutup".

Thefeelingcameagain,Ifelttheeyes

onmeasifsomeonewaswatchingme,

whenIlookedaroundabigblackcrow

wassittingonthebranchesofthetree

lookingatme.

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Doyouseethat?".

WhenIshowedhim itdisappeared.

Nicholas:"What?".

Me:"Noit'snothing,Let'sgotosee

Zamani'smother".

Nicholas:"Why?".

Me:"Iwantedtospeaktothem the



otherdayaboutfindingajobbutthey

wereinahurry,Iwanteveryonehereto

findajobbecauseno-onewillwantto

workforthosewhostaysathomeand

donothingbutexpectfreefoodparcels".

Nicholas:"Youareright,Let'sgoandI

can'tbelievethattheywanteverything

freeofcharge".

Me:"Theyareverydramatic,trustme".

Whenweknockthekitchendoorwas

openedbuttherewasno-one.

Nicholas:"Theyarenotresponding,

Let'sgoback".

Me:"No,letmechecktheotherrooms".

Somethingwasreallypushingmeto

comeinside,Iheardthem talkingthenI



knockedatthebedroom door.

MrsHlongwa:"OhNtombezinhlewhat

tookyousolong?".

Whensheopenedthedoorshewasin

shockbecauseitwasmenotZinhle.

MrsHlongwa:"Whatareyoudoinghere?

Getout!".

Sheblockedthedoorasifshewas

hidingsomething.

Zinhle'smom:"Weareverybusyyour

highness,wewillcometothecastle".

Me:"Whatareyouhidinghere?".

Ipushedher,whenthedooropened

Zamani'sbodywaslayinginbed.

Me:"OhMyGod!!".
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Foramomenteverythingfeltsounreal,

itallfeltlikeadream.

Me:"Nicholas!Nicholas!".

Hecamerunningtotheroom andthe

guardsfollowedhim,butassoonashe

sawZamani'sbodyhestopped.

Me:"Pleasetakethem,makesurethat

theydon'tescapeandlookfor

Ntombezinhle".

Theguardsnodded.

Me:"Weneedtotakehim tothecastle".

Nicholas:"Peoplecan'tseehim wehave

towraphim withablanketor

something".



Me:"ShouldIcalltheguards?".

Nicholas:"Iwillmanage".

Wewrappedhim andwentbacktothe

castle.

IaskedtheCastlekeeperstoaskfor

KingNgubaneandtheothers.

Nicholas:"Thesewomenaresoevil".

Me:"Istillcan'tbelievethatwethought

someonetookhim butheishereinside

thecastle".

KingNgubane:"What'swrong?".

Nicholas:"WefoundZamani".

Gloria:"Where?".

Me:"Wellyourwifeandhermotherhad

him allthistime".



KingNgubane:"What?".

Hewentclosertomakesurethatitwas

him.

KingNgubane:"Ihavetogivemysona

properburialbutfirstIhavetoface

thesewomen".

Nicholas:"Calm down,Let'sfirstfixthis

messandthenyouwilltalktothem,

theywon'tescapetheguardsare

watchingthem".

Ifeltasharppaininmyhead,Iheld

Nicholas'shand.

Nicholas:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YesIam".

Nicholas:"Wecanorganizeeverything



fortomorrow".

KingNgubane:"Noproblem,isitalright

ifIkeephisbodyhereforthenight?".

Me:"Youdon'tevenhavetoask,itis

alright".

Nicholas:"Wewillseeeachotherlater

then,babyletmetakeyoutobed".

Me:"Iwillbefine,it'sjustaheadache".

Nicholas:"Butstillyouneedtorest".

Hetookmetomybedroom andhewas

nottakingnoforananswer,henever

leftmysideandthepainwasgetting

strongereachandeverytime,Iwasalso

sweating.Nicholasgotverynervousand

calledtheothers.



Glenda:"OhdearLordwhatis

happeningtomygrandchild?".

Nicholas:"Babypleasedrinkwater".

Itwasevenhardtoopenmymouth,I

startedfeelingthepainineverypartsof

mybody.

---NARRATED---

Shelookedveryweak,shecouldn'teven

talkonlyasoftgroanofpainwas

escapingfrom herlips,theyallthought

maybeshewaslosingherchild,they

werescared.Nicholaswasn'treadyto

loseMinenhleorthechild.Glenda

couldn'tseeanythingandsheblamed

herselfbecausesometimeswhenthings

aregoingtohappenshealwayshavea



visionofit.

Nicholascalledhishealersbutwhat

theytriedreallydidnothelpherbut

Nicholaswasforcingthem tokeepon

trying.

Nicholas:"Getout!Youarealluseless".

Thehealerslefttheroom.

Glenda:"Calm downmychildshewill

befine".

Nicholas:"Sheislosingherself".

Sheslowlyclosedhereyesandthey

noticedthattherewasnomovementin

herchest,shewasnotbreathing.

Nicholas:"No!".

Hecloselylookedatherpanicking,



Minenhleopenedhereyesunexpectedly,

Nicholasjumpedandnearlyfelldown.

Shewasnotblinking,hereyeschanged

towhiteandslowlystoodup,theykept

quietbecausetheywereafraidandthey

alsowantedtoseewhatshewasdoing.

Sheslowlywentoutoftheroom and

theyfollowed,shewalkeddownthelong

passageandopenedthedoorwhere

Zamani'sbodywas,shescanned

Zamani'sbodywiththelightthatwas

comingfrom hereyes,shekneltdown

andcriedinpain.

Nicholas:"Amanda!".

Callinghernamewasnothelpingatall,

shewasinpain,toomuchpain,shetorn

herdressintopieces,herbreastswere



showingbutNicholasquicklytookoff

hisT-shirttohideherbreastsbuthe

noticedsomethingandmovedback.

Nicholas:"OhmyGod".

Gloria:"What?".

Thethreeofthethem camecloserand

noticedittoo,Minenhlewasscreaming

veryloud,tearswerecomingoutandher

nosewasbleeding,thenecklacewas

slowlycomingout.

.

.

.

.



Anunknownwomendroppedthe

necklace,whenMinenhlefollowedherto

giveitbacktohershedisappearedin

thecrowd,anangelofdarknessknew

wherethenecklacecanbekeptsafe,

awayfrom theotherangelsofdarkness,

theonlyplacewhereitcanbekeptsafe

wasMinenhle'sneckanditdisappeared

there.

Thenecklacebelongedtothefirstman

whofoundthelandofKwa-Nyamazane,

thefirstmanwhofaughtthePanthers

andgaveotherpeoplewithspecial

powersaplacetocallhomethatman

wasMinenhle'sgreatgreatgreat

grandfather.



Thenecklacefinallycameoutinone

piece.

Glenda:"Godmygreatgrandfather's

necklace".

Nicholas:"Whatshouldwedowithit?".

Glenda:"Amandacametothisroom for

areason,don'tyouthink?".

Nicholas:"Sothenecklacemustbe

givento-".

Glenda:"Yesitbelongstohim now".

NicholasslowlyliftedupMinenhle's

headandtookoutthenecklace,healso

liftedupZamani'sheadtoputthe

necklaceonhisneck.

NothinghappenedyetbutMinenhlewas



drained,shelookedveryweak.Nicholas

tookhertotheirbedroom.

Theyallwaitedforthemiracleto

happeninbothofthem.

KingNgubanecouldn'tleavehisson's

side,Nicholascouldn'talsoleave

Minenhle'sside,twodayswentbybut

stilltherewerenochanges.

Zamanistartedmovinghishand,King

Ngubanewasoverjoyed,ondaythree

heopenedhiseyeseventhoughitall

didn'thappenovernight,thehealers

weretherebyhissidetofeedhim with

traditionalmedicine,theMedlineworked

veryfastbecausehestartedlooking

healthyandfortwodayshewassoaked

inwaterandherbs.



Nicholas:"It'sgoodtoseeyouback".

Zamaniweaklysmiled.

Zamani:"WhereisMinenhle?".

Nicholas:"Sheisinourbedroom,her

conditionisverybad".

Zamani:"Whathappenedtoher?".

Nicholas:"That'sastoryforanotherday

justfocusongettingbetter".

Zamaninodded,Nicholashavenever

beensostressedinhisentirelife.

KingNgubane:"Youcan'tignorethis

forever,allowthehealerstohelpher".

Nicholas:"Youdon'tunderstanddoyou?

Sheispregnant,shecan'tdrinkallthese

herbstheywillaffectourchild".



KingNgubane:"Butwhatifthechildis

alreadyaffected?".

Nicholas:"It'snot,herstomachis

growingfasterthanbeforeandIstayall

nightlisteningtoitheartbeat,Iconnect

toitsothechildisnotaffected.

KingNgubane:"Youarejuststubborn

fornothing".

Nicholas:"Shewillbefineokay".

Zamaniwasbetterbuthewasstillweak,

veryweak.

Zamani:"Whatdoyouthinkpeoplewill

dowhentheyseeme?".

Nicholas:"TheywillrunwellIwouldtoo".

Zamani:"Youaresonotfunny".



Theybothlaughed.

Nicholas:"Justfocusongettingyour

strengthbackandtherestwewilldeal

withitlater.

Zamani:"WhathappenedtoMinenhle".

Nicholas:"Shewassavingyouthat'sall

youshouldknow".

Zamani:"Minenhlenevergivesup,does

she?."

Nicholas:"Youareveryluckytohave

her,sodoyoubyanychanceknowhow

yougothere?".

Zamani:"No,IonlyrememberhowI

diedthat'sall".

Nicholas:"OkayIwillberightback".



Nicholaswasveryanxiousaboutwhat

theywantedtodowithZamani'sbody,it

nevergavehim peace.

Theguardswhom Nicholassentto

checktheprisonerswereback.

Nicholas:"Didanyoneescape?".

Theguard:"Itisverysecuredthereand

theyalsousedaspellonthem,it'snot

easytoescape".

Nicholas:"Okaythankyou".

Iftheirenemieswerestillinprisonthan

theyweresafebutsomethingdidn'tgive

him apeaceofmind.

Hestartedputtingtwoandtwotogether,

theyalreadyknowwhotookZamaniso

thatmeanttheverysamepeoplewere



theoneswhomadehisbrothergocrazy,

buthow?Wellhewentstraighttowhere

Zinhle,hermotherandgrandmother

were,heaskedtheguardstofree

Ntombezinhle.

Nicholas:"Youlookterrible".

Zinhle:"Whyareyousurprised?".

Nicholas:"WellI'm notitwasjusta

compliment".

Zinhlelookedtheotherway.

.

.

.

.



Nicholas:"YouknowI'm askingmyself

thatwhatwereyoudoingwithZamani's

body?".

Shekeptquiet.

Nicholas:"Verysoonyouaregoingto

theundergroundbutifyoucantellmeI

canthinkaboutitandyoucanstay

behind".

Zinhle:"Pleasedon'tsendme

underground".

Nicholas:"Wellthatisuptoyou".

Zinhle:"OkayOkay,MyGrandmother

toldmymotherthatifshetakes

Zamani'sbodyimeansomeofhisbody

partsshewillhaveeverythingshehad



beforeandshewillbepowerful".

Nicholas:"Whichbodyparts?".

Zinhle:"Idon'tknowbutthat'swhywe

tookhisbodyandbroughtithere,we

wantedtoberespectedagainImeanmy

motherwantedthat".

Nicholas:"Whataboutyou?".

Zinhle:"Iwasonlyfollowingtheorders

theythreatenedmesoIhadnochoice".

Nicholas:"rememberthatoneliecan

sendyouunderground".

Zinhle:"OkayIwaspartofeverything,I

alsowantedhisbodypartssoyouandi

canrulethiswholecastle".

Nicholas:"Me?".



Zinhle:"Yesyou,NicholasIlovedyou

andistillloveyou,wecanbetogether

thinkaboutit".

Nicholas:"Youarereallylosingyour

mind,whataboutJacob,whatdidyou

dotohim?".

Zinhle:"WhoisJacob?Iwantyounot

anyoneelse".

Nicholas:"Youpossessedmybrother

withyourevilthings".

Zinhle:"No!WeonlywantedZamani's

bodypartsnothingelse".

Nicholas:"Stoplyingtome!".

Zinhle:"Iswear,pleasebelieveme".

Therewassincerityinhervoicethat



madeNicholastobelieveher.

Nicholas:"Takeheraway".

Nicholaswentbacktothecastle

stressed,hewassurethatZinhleknew

nothingaboutJacobandtheirenemies

wereinprisonwellthatonlymeantone

thingthattherewasanewenemyinthe

kingdom.

.

GlendacalledeveryonetoNicholasand

Minenhle'sbedroom foraprayerbut

beforetheyevenstartedpraying,

Minenhlecoughedandslowlyopened

hereyes,theykeptquiet.

Shelookedaroundtheroom.

Nicholas:"ThankyouNonkanyisobaby



youareawake".

Minenhle:"Theywantedtotakeme

awayfrom you,whathappenedatthe

judgement?Nicktheyallwantedtokill

mepleasetellthem thatI'm nodanger

tothem".

Nicholas:"MyLovewhatareyou

saying?".

Minenhle:"Icouldn'tfightthem atthe

judgementbecauseIdidn'twanttohurt

innocentpeople,wait!HowdidIgethere,

yousavedme!".

Nicholaslookedattheothers,Minenhle

wasnotlosinghermind,heknew

exactlywhatshewastalkingabout,she

rememberedallherpastlife,she



thoughtshewasinherpastlife.

.
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---NARRATED---

Nicholaslookedaroundfindingithardto

believewhathejustheard.

Nicholas:"Canyougiveussome

privacyplease".

Respectivelytheywentout.

Nicholas:"MyLove,whatdoyou

remember?Pleasetellme".

Minenhle:"Whatdoyoumean?I

remembereverything,you,yourfight



withyourfamily,everything".

Nicholas:"Doyourememberthe

Ngubanefamily".

Minenhle:"Yes".

Nicholas:"Imeanthatyouoncestayed-

".

Minenhle:"Idon'trememberhowI

survivedthejudgementbutIremember

stayingattheNgubanePalaceandKing

Ngubanewantedtomakemehis

secondwife,Iremembereverythingbut

howinearlybecamehiswifeandhowI

evengottostayathispalacethatIdon't

remember".

Nicholas:"Soyouremembereverything

aboutyourlifehereKwa-Nyamazane,do



youmayberememberstayinginanother

cityforlikequietsometime?".

Minenhle:"TheonlyplaceI'vebeentois

Kwa-NyamazaneIdon'trememberhowI

survivedthejudgement".

Nicholas:"Babyyoudidnotsurvivethe

judgement".

Minenhle:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Nicholas:"Youdiedbutthenyou

reincarnated".

Minenhle:"That'swhyIdon'tremember

howIendedupattheNgubanePalace?".

Nicholas:"Yes".

Minenhle:"Wastheresomethingspecial

thatIhavetorememberthathappened



beforeIwenttotheNgubanePalace".

Nicholas:"NotthatIknowof,younever

toldmeanythingaboutyourlifeinthe

humanworld,IthinkIgottooexcited

abouthavingyoubackthat'swhyInever

evenaskedyouaboutitbutifthereis

somethingimportantthatyouhaveto

remember,youwillmylove".

Minenhle:"Ihearyou".

Nicholas:"Howareyouandthebaby?".

Minenhle:"Ifeelfinebutmybodyis

weak,Ithinkthebabyisfine,Ifeelsmall

kicks".

Nicholas:"Doyoumind?".

Minenhleshookherhead,Nicholas

slowlystretchedouthishandtotouch



thegrowinglittlebump,hesmiledafter

feelingthemovements.

Nicholas:"Iwillprepareyouabathmy

lovestayhere".

Hestoodupandmadesurethat

everythingthathiswifeneededwas

there,hehelpedhertotakeabatheven

thoughshewasinsistingthatshewas

finebutNicholaswasn'treadytotake

anyrisks.

Minenhle:"HowisZamani?".

Nicholas:"Heisgettingbetterandhe

wouldlovetoseeyou".

Minenhle:"Iwillalsolovethat".

.



.

-Minenhle

IwasfedwithlotsoffoodandthecareI

gotwasbeyondwords,Iwouldstandup

andwalkaroundtheroom justtoregain

mystrengthback,thewaymystomach

wasgrowingisreallyscaredme,Ifelt

likeitwasgrowingtoofast.

IwasinbedwhenZamanicamein,he

wasstillgettinghimselftogether.

Hecameandhuggedme,Icouldnot

stopthetearsfrom comingout.

Zamani:"Whyareyoucrying?".

Me:"Itisjusthardtobelievethatyou

arehere,youlookveryhandsome".



Zamani:"Thankyou,youareglowing

too,Ioweyoumylifeforsavingme

twice".

Me:"Youdon'towemeanything,I'm

justgladthatyouarehere".

Zamani:"Howareyoufeeling?".

Me:"Neverbetter,wellIwanttoshow

yousomething".

Zamani:"AndIhatesurprises".

Me:"IknowbutIhavetobeforeyou

hearitfrom someoneelse".

Zamani:"Okaywhatisit?".

Islowlystoodupfixingmydress.

Zamani:"Areyoupregnant".

Inodded.



Zamani:"Nicholas!Nicholas!".

Idon'tknowwhereNicholaswasbuthe

quicklycametotheroom.

Zamani:"Youdidthisonpurpose?".

Nicholas:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

Zamani:"This!".

Hesaidpointingatmystomach.

Zamani:"Youtookadvantageofher,

youknowhowourworldis,youknow

thatshehaslotofenemiesbecauseshe

isathreattoeveryone,whatdoyou

thinkwillhappentothisbaby,huh?".

Nicholas:"Zamanipleaselistentous-".

Zamani:"Shehasbeenthroughalot

whatdoyouthinkwillhappenif



someonetriestohurtherchild?Itwill

destroyher!Youweresupposedtowait

untilyouaresurethateverythingisfine

inthisKingdom".

Nicholas:"Ialsodidn'tknowthatsheis

pregnant".

Zamani:"Godyouareunbelievable".

.

.

.

.

Me:"Zamaniheisreallytellingthetruth,

wedidn'tknowaboutthispregnancy,it



cametousasashockasitistoyoutoo,

wewilltrytoprotectourchildandwith

youbyoursideIknowthatnothingwill

happentoourchild".

Zamani:"I'm goingtokeepquietforthe

sakeofthischild".

Me:"Thankyou,itreallymeansalot".

IunderstoodwhyZamaniwasangry,we

shouldhavebeenmorecarefulbecause

bringingachildtoourworldwasthe

sameascreatingnewproblemsfor

ourselvesbuttherewasnothingwe

weregoingtodobecausethechildwas

alreadythere.

FortwodaysIhadadream thatkepton

comingback.Anoldwomenwasathe



forestkneelingdowncrying,whenI

cameclosertohershestartedhiding

herselfbutwhenshelookedatmeher

eyeswerescaryandwhite.

.

Iwasbacktomynormalselfagain,

Gloriadesignedbeautifulmaternity

dressesformethatdidn'tshowthatI

wasexpecting.

Isawoneoftheguardsandwenttohim.

Me:"Hello".

Him:"Goodmorningyourhighness".

Me:"It'saverygoodmorningindeed,

canyoutakemetowherethethree

Castleprisonersare?".



Him:"Yesyourhighness".

Me:"Leadthewayplease".

AfterIhadwokenupIfeltverydifferent,

Ifeltincontrolofeverything,Ifeltnew

likeIwasbornagain.Theguards

openedthehugemetalcellsand

followedmeinside.

Me:"Goodmorning".

MrsHlongwa:"Whatareyoudoing

here?".

Zinhle'smom:"Areyouheretomake

funofus?".

Me:"WhydidyoutakeZamani'sbody?".

MrsHlongwa:"Heismygrandsonwe

want-".



Me:"Cutthecrap".

Isawmyselfquicklygettingclosetoher

andstranglingherneck,shecriedand

confessedeverything.

Me:"Whotoldyouthatwhenyoutake

Zamani'sbodypartsyouwillberich?".

MrsHlongwa:"That'swhatIknowwhen

youkillsomeonewhohasaroyalblood

youwillberich".

Me:"SoMrsHlongwawearenotsafe

whenyouarearound?".

MrsHlongwa:"Youarepleaseforgive

memychild".

NicholasandKingNgubanecame

runningtome.



Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"Nothing".

Nicholas:"Let'sgoback".

Me:"No!".

KingNgubane:"Dontwasteyourenergy

onthesewitches".

Me:"NoI'm notandIam fine,Guards

pleasetakethem totheforestthatis

neargreenvillagedon'tforgettotakethe

shovels".

Theystartedscreamingandcrying.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoing?".

KingNgubane:"Stopwhateveryouare

thinking,theyarenotworthit".

Me:"Butihaveto".



Theguardstookthem.

Me:"PleaseaskthePantherstotake

youallthere,theyareprettyfast".

Nicholas:"Idon'tlikethesoundofthis".

Me:"MrNgubanepleaseaskoneofthe

Pantherstoalsotakeyouthere".

Nicholas:"No!Don'tlookatme".

Me:"Please".

Nicholas:"AmandaIsaidNo".

Me:"MyLovepleaseI'm beggingyou".

Hecouldn'tsaynotome,hechangedto

hispantherform andwerantothe

forest.

KingNgubane:"Whatarewedoing

here?".



Istartedwalkingaround,Itookthesand

andsmelledit,Icouldsmellher

presence.

Me:"It'shere,you".

IsaidpointingatZinhle'smom and

grandmother.

Me:"PleaseStartdigging".

Theydidn'tquestionmebuttookthe

shovelsandstarteddigging.

Nicholas:"Explain,now!".

Me:"Zamanioncetoldmetofollowmy

instincts,that'swhatI'm doingnow,

Guardspleasehelpthem".

Westayedformorethantwohours,the

whitebonesstartedshowing.



WhenIlookedaround,thebigblack

crowwaslookingstraightatus,Istood

upandslowlywentclosertoitbutit

disappeared,Ilookedaroundthethe

treesbutitwasnowheretobeseen.

Somethingkeptonpushingmetolook

around,onmyfarrightside,Isawthe

crowagain.

Me:"Nicholas,doyouseethat?".

Nicholas:"What?".

Ipointedatthetree.

Nicholas:"Idon'tseeanything".

Itwastherebuthecouldn'tseeit,wasI

theonlyoneseeingthatcrow?

.



.

.

.

Me:"Takethebonesout".

Bothofthem did.

KingNgubane:"Whatisthis?".

Me:"Idon'tknowbutIthinkbothof

them didthis".

KingNgubane:"Whodidyouburyhere?".

Zinhle'smotherstartedcrying.

KingNgubane:"Talkdammit!".

Zinhle'mom:"SheknewmysecretsoI

hadnochoicebuttoburyher,shewas



threateningtoruineverythingplease

forgiveme".

KingNgubane:"Whodidyouburyhere?".

Windstartedblowingveryhard,the

cloudsgatheredfastandchangedtoa

darkcolour,weexpectedaveryloud

thunderandlightning,thewindblewthe

treesveryhard,Nicholasheldmein

protection.

ThemanthatIsawnotoncebuttwice

appeared,themanwhoknewwheremy

familywas,hetookoffhisblackbig

hoodieandshowedhisscaryeyes.

Hedidn'tsayanything.Hetookavery

bigknifeandcutQueenNonhlanhlaand



hermother'sthroatinfrontofusand

threwthem bothinthegravetheywere

digging,thewindblewharderthan

beforewhenitstoppedallthesand

closedthegrave.Andtheboneswerein

hishands,hecameclosertous.

Him:"Itisnicetohaveyouback

Amanda,tillwemeetagain".

Hethendisappeared,thecloudscleared

andthesunwentbacktonormal.

Me:"ThisisthemanIwastellingyou

about".

Nicholas:"Iswearidon'tknowhim or

hiskind".

KingNgubane:"Ialsodon'tknowhim,

ohLordheburiedthem".



Whenwewentbackhomewewere

confusedandaskingourselvesabout

thestrangeman.

KingNgubane:"Nonhlanhlawasabout

toexplaineverythingbutthatmankilled

them".

Me:"Whydidhesay,'tillwemeetagain'".

Nicholas:"Idon'tknowbutwhateverit

is,it'snotgood,wehavetostay

prepared".

.

.
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Nicholas:"From nowonyoudon'tgo

outsideandwedon'tdoanythinguntil

whoeveritisthatisagainstusshows

themselves".

Me:"Okaybutwhataboutthepeople?".

Nicholas:"IwilltalktothePanthers".

Ihavebeenthroughsomuchand

Nicholashasbeenalwaysbymyside,

thereisneverasingledayhaveIever



heardhim complainbutinsteadhe

alwaystryonhislevelbesttokeepme

safe.

Everyonewaswarnedandtoldtobe

carefulbecausenooneknewwhatthe

strangemanwasplanning,dayswentby

andwewerestillsafe.

Gloria:"Ihavestartedwiththebaby

clothes".

Me:"Youhavestartedwhat?".

Gloria:"I'm verysurethatyouwilllove

thecolours,doyouwanttoseethem?".

Iwasn'tsureifIwasreadytoseethe

clothesornot.

Me:"maybeatsomeothertime".



Glenda:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"YesI'm fine".

Glenda:"Butyoudon'tlookfinetome".

Gloria:"Ifthereisanythingthatis

troublingyou,youcantalktous".

Me:"Thiswholethingscaresme,Ifeel

likeeverythingishappeningtoofast".

Gloria:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Me:"Imeanthepregnancy,my

marriageandthisKingdom,Ifeellikeit's

allhappeningtoofast".

Glenda:"Youdon'tloveNicholas?".

Me:"Ilovehim withallmyheartandI'm

happywithhim butitscaresmethat

soonIwillbeamother,I'm awifeand



thequeenofthisKingdom".

Gloria:"Butyouarenotalone,weareall

herespeciallyNicholas,thatyoungmen

reallylovesyou".

Me:"IknowandsometimesIfeellikeall

thisisjusttoomuchforhim".

Glenda:"Don'teverthinklikethat,he

lovesyouandnothingisevertoomuch

forhim".

Gloria:"Butthisbabyisscarringme

now,whyisitgrowingthisfast?".

Glenda:"Rememberthatthemotheris

nothumanandthefatherisnotalso

human".

Welaughedather.



Ilovedhavingthem around.

Zamani:"MyDadtoldmewhat

happened".

Me:"Hedid?".

Zamani:"Yesandoneoftheguards

helpedNtombezinhleescaped".

Me:"What?".

Zamani:"Ineverthoughtmyownsister

wasthisevil".

Me:"I'm sorryabouteverythingandI

knowthatit'sheartbreakingthatyour

ownfamilywilldosuchahorriblething

toyoubutyouhaveushere,weareyour

family".

Zamani:"Iknowbutit'sstillhurts".



Hisownfamilyturnedagainsthim,I

understoodhowhefeltbutwewereall

thereforhim,weekswentbyandI

listenedtoNicholas'sinstructionsto

stayindoorsbutIwastired.

Me:"Areyoubusy?".

Nicholas:"No,it'sjustthesepapersthat

IhavetotaketoMrNeil".

Me:"Ithasbeenweeksnowand

nothingishappening,Ithinkwearejust

scaredfornothing".

Nicholas:"Yesbabybutwewillnever

know,doyouneedsomething".

Me:"I'm tiredofstayinginthishuge

castleIneedsomefreshair".

Nicholas:"Baby-".



Me:"Thebabyneedsfreshair".

Nicholas:"Soyouareblackmailingme

now?".

Me:"Iwillneverdothat".

Hesmiled.

Nicholas:"Whateveryouaredoingit's

working,IwilltellZamanitogowithyou".

Me:"NoiwillaskSindy".

Nicholas:"OkaymyloveIhavetosee

MrNeilandvisitthesitesatthevillages".

Me:"Thankyousomuchfordoingthis".

Nicholas:"Comehere".

Hegavemeaverywarm kiss.

Nicholas:"Iwillseeyoulateranddon't

gotoofar".



Me:"Alright".

Iwastiredofstayingindoors,Ineeded

somefreshairItoldtheroyalhouse

keeperstosetthebalconythatfacedon

thewestside,Iloveditbecauseithada

verybeautifulview.

Sindy:"Thisisbeautiful,Howmany

balconiesareinthiscastle?".

Me:"Ireallydon'they,thisplaceisbig

andtherearemorethantwentyone

roomsthatI'veneverbeento".

Sindy:"Wow!LetmegetmyhatIwillbe

rightback".

Me:"Okay".



.

.

.

.

Itwasverychilled,Istartedseeingthe

crowontopofthebigtreebranches,I

calmedmyselfdown,maybeitwasjust

acrowbecauseifitwantedtodo

somethingtome,itwouldhavedoneit

longago.ButIwasnervous,myheart

wasbeatingfast,Itouchedmystomach.

Itflewtotherightsideofthebalcony,I

lookedatit,italsodidn'tblink,iteyes

neverleftmine.Icouldn'trun,Ifrozeon

thecouch.



Me:"Whoareyou?".

Itookaglassandthrewitatit,itjumped

closetomeandIclosedmyeyes

waitingforittodowhateveritwantedto

do,Ididn'tfeelanymovement,Islowly

openedmyeyes.

Me:"Jacob".

Iwasshocked.

Me:"Ho-how-".

Jacob:"Areyousurprisedtoseeme?".

Iwasnotsurprised,Iwasshocked.

Jacob:"I'm sorryforscarringyou,Ihad

togoawayforthesepastfewweeks,I

havebeenwatchingyoufrom afar".

Me:"Thecrow?".



Jacob:"It'sme".

Me:"How?Youareapanther".

Jacob:"Iam manythingsnowthanksto

you,Ioweyoumylife,Iseethatthe

babyisgrowingourtimeisverynear".

Me:"Ourtime?Forwhat?".

Hesmiledalittle.

Jacob:"Don'tworrymyloveandplease

calm down,Idon'twantyoutohurtour

child".

Me:"Ja-".

Hecamecloserandkissedmyforehead.

Jacob:"Don'tworryI'm backnow".

Hedisappearedintothinair,Iwas

nervousandstoodup.



Sindy:"Iforgottounpac-".

Me:"Let'sdothissomeothertimeI'm

notfeelingwell".

Shelookedatmeconfused,Iwenttomy

bedroom andsatontopofthebed

waitingforNicholastocomebackhome.

Itouchedmystomachandbrushedit.

Me:"Don'tworry,mommywilldo

anythingtoprotectyou".

Ibrokedownintotears,whywasallthis

happeningtome?Iaskedmyself.Jacob

wasfinebeforewewenttotheLibrary

butafterthathecompletelychanged,

wasIthecauseofallthis?IfIdidnot

forcehim toaccompanymetolibraryall

thiswasnotgoingtohappen.Iwiped



mytearsandfixedmyself.

Iwentdowntothekitchenforwater.

Nicholas:"Thereyouare".

Me:"ThankGodyouarehere,Ihave

beenwaitingforyou".

Nicholas:"OkaymyloveI'm herewewill

talkbutIhavegoodnewsfirstthenwe

willtalklater".

Me:"Okaywhatgoodnews".

Nicholas:"IbumpedintoJacob,hewas

onhiswaybackhereandheisbackto

hisnormalselfagainbabycanyou

believeit?".

Ilookedathim,Jacobcameinsmiling.

Jacob:"Mysisterinlaw,mybrotheris



tellingmeaboutthegoodnewsI'm sorry

Iwasn'therewhenyousaidthevows".

Me:"Nicholasweneedtotalk".

Jacob:"AmandaIknowwhenIleft

thingswerenotgoodbutI'm backnow

andI'm alright,lookatmebutifcoming

hereisaproblem Iam verysorryIcan

goback".

Nicholas:"No,I'm happythatyouare

here".

Nicholaswasreallyhappytoseehis

brother,helefthisownfamilyforme,

Jacobwastheonlyfamilymember

whom hewasclosetoandIdidn'twant

totakethatawayfrom him.

Me:"Yahwearehappythatyouhere".



Nicholas:"Babyyouwantedtotalk".

Me:"Ohnevermind,Iwillleaveyouto

catchupwithyourbrother".

Nicholas:"Okaybaby,Brotherain'tyou

hungry?".

Jacob:"I'm famished".

IdidnottrustJacobatall,Ileftthem in

thekitchenandwenttoZamani'sroom.

Me:"Hey".

Zamani:"Iwasabouttogooutcomein".

Icameinandclosedthedoor.

Me:"Nicholas'sbrotherishere".

Zamani:"Casper?Ithoughthewas

arrested".

Me:"Nothim,theotherbrotherJacob,



youdon'tknowhim.Whileyouwere-".

Zamani:"Dead,youcansayit".

Me:"Yes,hewasstayingherebutIthink

somethingpossessedhim hereatthe

libraryandhestartedactingstrangelike

Idon'tevenknowhowtoexplainthisbut

Iam surethatheisstillpossessedand

heisbackhereanduptosomething".

Zamani:"Possessed?Thereis

somethingevilhere?".

Me:"NoimeanIdon'tknowbut

whateverthatpossessedhim isstrong

verystrongbecausehenowchangesto

acrow".

Zamani:"What?buttheyarePanthers".

.



.

.

.

Me:"Icanfeelhispresence,youwill

feelittoo,heisverystrongandI'm

scaredthathewillhurtpeoplehere".

Zamani:"Hehastogo".

Me:"Nicholasisveryhappytoseehim,

Nicholasdoesn'tgetalongwithallhis

familybecauseofme,Jacobistheonly

personhegetalongwithandIcanseeit

inhiseyesthatheishappy,Idon'twant

totakethatawayfrom him".

Zamani:"Sowhatdoyouwantusto



do?".

Me:"Iwantustokeepaneyeonhim

maybewewillfindwhatpossessedhim".

Zamani:"Okay,youdon'tneedallthis

stressinyourlife,youarepregnant

pleaseleaveeverythingtome,Iwillsure

findoutwhatpossessedhim".

Me:"Okaythankyou".

Iwasveryworriedabouteverything,

Jacobwasactingverynormalinfrontof

everyonebutIknewthateverythingwas

justanact.Ifoundhim alone.

Me:"Whatgamesareyouplaying?".

Jacob:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?".

Me:"YouknowexactlywhatI'm talking



about,whatareyouuptoJacob?".

Jacob:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout".

Me:"Iswearifthereisanythingthatyou

areplanningtodoIwi-".

Jacob:"Amandapleasecalm downit's

notgoodforthechildplease,thereis

nothingthatI'm planning,IknowthatI

waslosingitwhenIleftbutIswearto

youIam finenow".

Me:"It'snotonlywhenyouleft,you

cametomeatthebalcony,youarea

crowforGod'ssake".

Jacob:"Ireallydon'tknowwhatyouare

talkingabout,Iam sorrythatyouhaveto

thinksobadaboutmebutIreallydon't



knowwhatyouaretalkingabout".

Me:"Youmayactstupidbutyouknow

exactlywhatI'm talkingabout".

--NARRATED--

Theconstructionworkersweredoinga

verygoodjobatthesiteswherethey

werebuildinghouses.Thewar

destroyedeveryhouseatthevillages

buttheyweredoingtheirverybestin

buildingnewhouses.Afterthefive

successfulhoursofworkingTheywent

onlunch,theyusuallyhavetheirlunch

underthetreesbecauseitwasveryhot.

Whiletheyweresittingandenjoying

theirlunch,adarkcloudcoveredthe

wholeplace,theythoughtmaybeitwas

thechangeofweatherbutsomeasked



themselvesthat,whysosudden?

Theplacewentfrom darktodarkerafter

notevenfiveminutes,thecloudswent

clearandthesunwasshiningbrightbut

therewasonethingthatshockedthe

workers,itmadethem fearfortheirlives,

someranfortheirlivesbutsome

remainedbehindfindingithardto

believewhatjusthappened.

Fourworkerswerehangedonthe

branchesofthetreesdead,onething

thatshockedpeoplethemostwasthat

theywereheadless,theirheadswere

takenoutandtheywereheavilybleeding.

.
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Allthecouncilmembersincluding

myselfwerecalledforanurgentcouncil

meeting,whenIarrivedeveryonewas



waitingforme,Isatdown.

Nqaba:"Yourhonour,wecalledthis

urgentmeetingbecausewewantto

raiseourconcernsaboutwhatis

happeninginthisKingdom,wenowfear

forourlives".

Me:"Whathappened?".

Nqaba:"Lastweekfourconstruction

workerswerefoundhangedandbrutally

murdered,yesterdayfourchildrenwere

foundinsidethiscastlehangedand

brutallymurdered".

Itallcametomeasashock.

Me:"Whendidthishappen?".

MrNeil:"Lastweekandyesterday".



Me:"AndI'm onlyhearingaboutthis

now?".

IlookedatNicholasandKingNgubane

buttheybothavoidedmygaze.

Me:"Iwillgovisitthefamiliesofthe

deceasedandifthereisanythingIneed

from youall,Iwilltellyou".

MrNeil:"Shouldwebeprepared?".

Me:"Preparedforwhat?".

MrNeil:"Foranotherwar".

Me:"Therewon'tbeawar,pleasetellall

theworkersthatareworkingoutsidethe

castletostopworkingforacoupleof

days".



MrsGcaba:"Wecandothatyour

highnessbutwhateveritisthatiskilling

ourpeoplecangetinsidetheCastle,the

fourchildrenthatwerekilledyesterday

werekilledhereinsidetheCastle,weare

notsafeyourhighness".

Me:"Iunderstand,MrNqabaIneedyour

help,pleasegatheralltheangelsof

darknessandtheAngelsoflight,Ineed

them tosealthiswholeplace".

Nicholas:"Whatareyoutryingtodo?".

Me:"Iwantthem alltousetheirblood

tosecurethiswholeplacethatnoone

from outsidewillhaveanentrytothis

castle".

Nicholas:"Whatyouaredoingis



dangerous".

Me:"MrNqabaifyoucanbeabletodo

thatnowIwillappreciateitsomuch,I

thinkIwillgovisitthefamilies".

Istoodupandtheguardswereoutside

waitingforme,itwasveryheartbreaking

toseethefamiliesofthosewholost

theirlives,Ifeltforthem.TheAngelsof

lightsandtheAngelsofdarkness

protectedthewholecastle,anyonewith

specialpowersfelthowstrongthe

protectionwas.

Nicholas:"Amandawhyareyou

ignoringme".

Me:"Whyam Ifindingoutaboutwhat

happenedtothepeopleatthemeeting?".



Nicholas:"Youarepregnant,Ididn't

wanttostressyou".

Me:"Whatdoespregnancyhavetodo

withmypeoplelosingtheirlives?".

KingNgubane:"Weweretryingto

protectyou".

Me:"Protectmefrom what?".

Nicholas:"Youneedtocalm downand

theprotectionthatyoujustdidaround

theCastleisverydangerous".

Me:"It'snotandpleasethisstays

betweenus,don'ttellanyoneaboutthis

protectionnotevenGloriaMrNgubane,

andNicholasdon'ttellyourbrother".

Theybothnodded,Iwantedeveryoneto

feelthepoweroftheprotectionbutIdid



notwantthem toknowhowtheCastle

wasprotected.

Ialwayswenttobedwithoneeye

opened.

Nicholas:"Babywecan'tlivelikethis,I

am sorrythatIdidn'ttellyou".

Me:"Okayit'sfine".

Nicholas:"Am Iforgiven?".

Me:"Iwasneverangryatyouinthefirst

place".

Nicholas:"OkayIam veryworriedabout

everythingthat'sgoingonherebutI'm

moreworriedaboutyou".

Me:"Everythingwillbefine,youknowI

haveafeelingthatwhateverthatis



killingpeopleishereinsidetheCastle".

Nicholas:"Areyousure?".

Me:"YesI'm sureandIthinkit'syour

brother".

Nicholas:"Jacob?".

Inodded.

Nicholas:"MyLoveIknowthatwhen

Jacobleftthingswerenotongood

termsbutnowheisfine".

Me:"I'vebeenseeingacrowandit

turnedoutthatthe

crowisJacob".

Nicholas:"Youarenotmakingany

sense,Jacobisapanther".

Me:"IknowbutIthinkwhateverthat



possessedhim,iscontrollinghim".

Nicholas:"AmandaIdon'twantJacob

tohearyousaythat,heistryingtomake

everythingrightandyouarehere

accusinghim ofbeingpossessed?".

Me:"NicholasIknowthatJacobisyour

brotherandhemeanswelltoyoubuthe

is-".

Nicholas:"Idon'twanttohearyou

talkingaboutthiseveragain".

.

.

.

.



Heturnedandfacedtheotherside,

obviouslyifsomeoneevertoldmethat

thepersonwhom IlovedearlyisevilI

wouldn'tbelievethem,that'swhyIdid

notjudgeNicholasforhisactions.

Thepeoplewhoweremurderedwere

laidtorestrespectively,afterthe

funeralsnothinghappenedbutthe

Castlewasstillundertheprotection

spell.

Jacob:"HeyAmanda".

Me:"Hi".

Jacob:"YouknowI'm really

disappointed,Nicholastoldmethatyou

thinkIam theonewhoisakillerinthis

Kingdom".



Iswallowedhard.

Me:"Hedid?".

Jacob:"Ithoughtwehavelearnedto

putwhathappenedinthepastwhereit

belongsbutIguessIwaswrong".

Me:"Jacobyoucametomeatthe

balcony,youareacrow".

Jacob:"Iam apanthernotacrowand

infactIdon'tknowwhatyouaretalking

about".

Me:"Really?".

Iwalkedpasthim butheroughly

grabbedmyhandandwhisperedinmy

ear.

Jacob:"Amandajuststopallthis



crazinessokay".

Me:"Leavemyarm Jacob".

Hisfacecameclosertomineandslowly

kissedmyear.

Iwhispered

Me:"Jacobpleaseleavemealone".

Someoneclearedtheirthroats,itwas

Nicholas.

Nicholas:"Whatisgoingonhere?".

Me:"Nicholasit'snotwhatyouthink".

Nicholas:"IknowexactlywhatIsaw".

Hecameandpunchedhisbrother,he

thenlookedatme.

Nicholas:"Tothebedroom now!".



Ifollowedhim,helockedthebedroom

doorandclosedhisfacewithboth

hands.

Nicholas:"Mybrotherwaskissingyou

butyounevereventrytofighthim".

Me:"That'snotwhatitlookedlike".

Nicholas:"Youweresoclosetohim,his

otherhandwasinyourback".

Me:"Nicholashecametoconfrontme-".

Nicholas:"Itdidn'tlooklikea

confrontationtome".

Helookedatme,hiseyeswerered,he

gavemeonelookandwalkedoutthe

door.

Jacobtouchedmeonpurpose,he



wantedmetofightwithJacob.SinceI

waspregnantIfeltveryuselessbecause

Iwasscaredtousemygift,Ididn'twant

tohurtmychild.IgaveNicholastimeto

cooldownandsleptinZamani'sroom,I

didn'ttellhim whathappenedthough.In

themorningIwenttomybedroom.

Nicholas:"Wheredidyousleeplast

night?".

Me:"IsleptinZamani'sroom".

Nicholas:"OhIsee".

Me:"Nicholasweneedtotalk".

Nicholas:"Whatdoyouwanttotalk

about?Thatyoulookedintimatewithmy

brotherinsteadofapologizingtoyour

husbandyoucrawledintoanothermen's



bed,whatexactlydoyouwanttotalk

about?".

Me:"NicholasIseethatyouarenot

yourself,Iwilltalktoyouwhenyouare

backtoyoursenses".

Iwalkedouttogobathinanotherroom.

IknockedinNicholas'soffice,hewas

buryinghimselfwithlotsofpaperwork.

Me:"Hey".

Nicholas:"Isthebabyfine?".

Me:"Yesitis".

Nicholas:"Thenwhyareyouhere?".

Me:"IwanttotalktoyouaboutJacob,

hethreatenedmeyesterday".

Nicholas:"WhatIsawdidn'tlooklike



that,ifJacobwasthreateningyouwhy

didn'tyoustayinourroom andexplain

everythingtome?Whydidyousleepin

Zamani'sbedwhilewehavelotof

unoccupiedbedroomshere?".

Me:"Iam sorry".

Nicholas:"Pleaseclosethedooron

yourwayout,I'm busy".

Me:"ButNicholas-".

Nicholas:"IsaidI'm busy".

Istoodup,Iwasnotgoingtolosemy

husbandbecauseofJacob,Ididn'tknow

whattodobutIwassurethatIneeded

toexposeJacob.

AdaywentbyandNicholaswasnot

talkingtome,hisactionsreallyhurtme.



IneededtotalktoGlendaandGloria

aboutJacobluckilyMrNgubanewas

alsowiththem.

Glenda:"Iwasjusttellingthem thatthey

needtostophidingtheirfeelingsfor

eachother,evenablindmancansee

thattheyloveeachother".

Ilaughed.

Me:"Everythingisobvious,whyarethey

stillhidingit".

Gloria:"Youareachildmindhowyou

talk".

Welaughedather,whenIturned

Nicholaswasstandingnexttothebig

room divider.Hedidn'tlooknormal.

Nicholas:"Youarelaughingand



enjoyingyourself".

Me:"Nicholasareyouokay?".

Hewasdrunk.

Me:"Nicholaswereyoudrinking?".

.

.

.

.

KingNgubane:"Sonyouneedtorest".

Nicholas:"Youknowthissmallbottle

reallyhelpswhenyouwanttorelieve

stress".

Hetookoutasmallbottleofliquid,the



onethattheyshowedmebackatthe

ceremonywhichmakesthem drunk.

Me:"Let'sgotoourbedroom".

Nicholas:"Bedroom?Nomylove,thisis

whereIneedtobe".

Glenda:"Sonwhat'swrong?".

Nicholas:"Askher,askmybeautiful

wifewhat'swrong,youknowgrandma

GlendaIloveyourgranddaughterwith

allmyheartbutshedisappointedme".

Me:"Nicholas-".

Nicholas:"Nomylove,sheneedsto

hearthis".

Hewasdeaddrunk,hecouldn'teventalk

properly.



Nicholas:"Youknowthiswomenover

here,mybeautifulwifeIloveherso

muchbutsheprefersothermenthan

herownhusband".

Me:"Youknowthatit'snottrue".

Heforcedasmalllaugh.

Nicholas:"ComeonMyLovewhenwas

thelasttimeyoutouchedme?Every

timeItouchyou,youtellingmewe

gonnahurtthebabyandbecauseIlove

you,Irespectthat".

KingNgubane:"Nicholas-".

Nicholas:"Shh-Shh-Ifoundmyown

brotherholdingandkissingmylovely

wifeinherfacebutinsteadof

apologizingsherantoZamani'sbed,My



ownwifeprefersothermenthanher

ownhusband".

Me:"It'snottrue".

Nicholas:"Don'tworrymyloveand

pleasedon'tcry,Ihatetoseeyoucry.

Evenifyoucanchooseallthemenof

thisKingdom,Iwillnevereverhurtyou

mylove,IloveyoubutIwouldratherkill

allthosemenjusttobewithyou".

Me:"Iloveyou,onlyyoupleasedon't

hurtanyone".

Nicholas:"Whatdoyoutakemefor?I

won'thurtthem butpleasepromiseme

thatyouwillneveragainallowanyman

toholdyoulikethatbabyithurts".

Ialmostcried,IlookedatKingNgubane.



Me:"HowcanIgetthisalcoholoutof

hissystem?".

KingNgubane:"Idon'tknow".

Glenda:"Let'strythesodiuxpowder".

GlendagaveittomeandImixeditwith

water.

Me:"Drinkhere".

Nicholas:"No,thisismybottle,Iwon't

drinkthat".

Hesatonthefloorandshookhishead.

Nicholas:"Ididn'tknowthatlovehurts

likethisbutifit'syoubabywhohurtsme,

Iwillforeverendurethepain".

Me:"YesJacobkissedmeonmyear

butIdidn'tkisshim back,youcameat



thewrongtimeNicholasIam verysorry

forsleepinginZamani'sroom,Ithought

youwereangryatme".

Nicholas:"Igetupsetbutnotangry-".

Hethrewup,hewasverydrunk.

Me:"Drinkthisyouwillbefine".

HeopenedhismouthandIhelpedhim

drink,hesleptonthefloor.

Me:"MrNgubanedoyoumindhelping

mehere".

Hedidn'tevenrespond,hehelpedme

carryhim toourbedroom,Iundressed

him andcoveredhim withtheblankets.

Ilookedathim oncemoreandwentto

theLibrary,IwasdoneallowingJacob



toplaythemindgameswithus,the

LibrarywasverydarkbutIstillgotinside

andsearchedformainlightswitches.

Voice:"Areyoulookingforme?".

Ipanicked.
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Voice:"Areyoulookingforme?".

Ipanicked.

ForamomentIheldmybreath,Ididnot

move,itwasnotdarkbutIdidn'tsee

anyone.

Wasthepersonhidingbehindthebook

shelves?

Me:"Hello?".

Nooneresponded,Ipulledthedoor

handle,itwaslockedIcouldn'topenit.I

startedshouting.



Me:"Nicholas!Zamani!Pleaseopenthe

door!".

Isaidbangingthedoorwithbothmy

hands,Ishoutedseveraltimesbut

noonecame.Thecastleisverybig,with

bigproofedroomsnoonewasgoingto

hearanyshoutorscreams.Itwastime

tofacemymusic,therewasnowayout.

Islowlylookedback,Iwasafraidto

movebecausetheLibrarywasbigwith

manybookshelves,Iwouldnotknowif

thepersonwhospokewashiding

behindtheshelves.

IwascapableofdoinganythingthatI

wouldtoprotectmyselfbuttheproblem

wasmypregnancy,Iwasafraidof

puttingmyunbornchildinanydanger.



Ilookedaround,onebookfellonthe

floor,that'swhenIjumpedinfear.Jacob

cameout.

Jacob:"Oops,I'm notgoodinhideand

seek".

Ifeltmyselfrelaxingabit.

Me:"Jacobwhatareyoudoinghere?".

Jacob:"WhatdopeopledoinLibraries?

Itisniceofyoutojoinme".

Isighedrollingmyeyes.

Me:"CutthecrapJacob,wearehere

alonenowtellmewhatdoyouwant?".

Jacob:"Angerisnotgoodforyou

sweetheart,calm down".

Me:"Iam notangry".



Jacob:"Butyourheartisracing,well,

beforewedothetalkingcalm down,

takeasit".

Hetookawoodenchairandputitaside,

helifteduphishandstocontrolthe

furnitureattheLibrary,alltheshelves

movedtothewall,abigspacewas

createdatthecentre.Hetookthechair

tothecentreoftheLibrary.

Jacob:"Isthischairfine?No,it'snot

comfortable".

Hepusheditasideandtookamedium

couch,thecouchhadlotofdust,since

nooneusedtheLibraryforyears,he

starteddustingtheit.

Jacob:"Ithinkthiswillbefine,youcan



sitdown".

Me:"Idon'twanttosit".

Thedoorhandlemoved.

Nicholas:"Amanda!Amanda!".

Me:"NicholasI'm here,pleaseco-".

Jacobclosedmymouthwithhishand.

Jacob:"Youdon'twanttomakeme

angry,doyou?".

Hiseyesweredarkblack.

Me:"Whoareyou?".

Jacob:"Sitdown!".

Me:"No!".

Jacob:"Amandayouarepregnantand

weaksodoyourselfafavor,sitdown".



Icrossedmyarmsandlookedathim,I

feltaverystrongwindpushingmeto

thecouch,thecouchmovedtoshelves.

Heusedhispowerstomakemesiton

thecouch.Helookedatmelikethe

personwhowasregretting,hecame

closer,hisbothhandstouchingboth

sidesofthecouch.

Jacob:"Ididn'thurtyou,didi?".

Iavoidedlookingathim,Iwasafraidbut

Ikeptmyselfcalm,becauseIdidnot

wanttogetangry.

WhenI'm angry,itishardtocontrol

myself,Nicholastaughtmehowto

controlmyangerandIwasdoingjust

that.



TheLibrarydoorwasadoubledoor,

Nicholaswaskickingthedoorveryhard,

Jacoblookedatme.

Jacob:"Doyouseewhatyoudid?Let

mejustopenit".

Hewascontrollingeverythingthatwas

intheLibrary,heusedhisforcepowerto

openthedoor,NicholasandZamani

lookedateachotherandcamein,

Nicholasrantome.

Nicholas:"Whatareyoudoinghere?".

Me:"WhotoldyouthatI'm here?".

Nicholas:"Oneofthehousekeepers

heardsomeonecallingournamesand

shecametotellus,whenI-".

Jacob:"Enough!".



Nicholas:"Brother,whatareyoudoing?".

Jacob:"Whydon'twetalkaboutwhat

I'm goingtodo,moveawayfrom her".

Zamani:"Areyououtofyoumind?".

Jacob:"DeadBoy,shutup!".

Hepushedthem bothandtheyfellon

thefloorveryhard,whenNicholasgot

up,hewasinhispantherform,he

lookedveryangry.

Jacob:"Brotheryoudon'twanttodo

that".

Nicholasjumpedintohim andbitehim

onhisleftarm,ablackshadow

surroundedthewholeplace,Jacob

wasn'talone,somethingverypowerful

wasinhim deepdownIknowthat



Nicholaswillnotstandachancetofight

againstit.

.

.

.

.

hecontrolledtheblackshadowand

pointeditoutatNicholas,Nicholascried

inpainandchangedtohishumanform.

Me:"Nicholas!Whatdidyoudotohim?".

Istoodupbutheforcedmebacktothe

couch.

Zamani:"Calm down,youdon'twantto

hurtthebaby,Nicholaswillwakeup".



JacoblookedatZamaniandZamani

startedcryinginpainalsoNicholaswas

cryinginpain,theycouldnotmoveor

talk.

Jacob:"Youhaveruinedallthis".

Me:"Whyareyoudoingthis?".

Jacob:"Youdon'tknow?Amandayou

don'tknow?".

Me:"No!".

Jacob:"Iriskedmyjob,mylifeand

everythingtohelpyou,Ithoughtyou

wereagoodpersonbutIheardthatyou

lefttoanotherKingdom withZamani,

younevercheckeduponme,youdidnot

evenbothertohelpmemakealiving,do

youremembernow?".



Me:"Whoareyou?".

Jacob:"OhIseethatIwasnot

importanttoyouinthefirstplace,you

areheartless,Imetaverynicemenwho

helpedme.WhenIheardthatyouwere

datingapantherIrealizedthatyouwant

powerfulpeoplesinceyoustartedwith

Zamani.Thatmanhelpedmetobeas

strongasIam,NoOnecandefeatme,

wecanbetogether,Ilookedafterthe

kidsthinkingthatmaybeyouwillcome

backandhelpme".

Me:"OhmyGod,Mthoko!".

Jacob:"Youremembermenow,huh?

Me:"But".

Jacob:"Butwhat?Ihelpedyouandthe



kidsandwhatdidIgetinreturn?SoI

thinkit'sbetterifIkillthesetwosothat

youwillfeelhowlonelyIfeltallthis

time".

Me:"Iam sorryifIledyouonbutI

thoughtyouwerehelpingmefrom the

goodnessofyourheart".

Jacob:"From thegoodnessofmy

heart?".

Hestartedlaughing.

Jacob:"EventheSamaritansgottired

offeedingthepoor,whodoesthings

from thegoodnessoftheirhearts?".

Icouldn'tbelievewhatwashappening,I

savedthekidswhoweregoingforthe

judgementandIhelpedthem escape,



Mthokowastheonewhowashelping,I

thoughthewasjustagoodguyhelping

me.

Me:"Whatareyounow?".

Jacob:"Iam strong,that'sallyou

shouldknow".

Me:"IsJacobstillalivesinceyouare

usinghisbody?".

Jacob:"That'sallyoucareabout,you

nevercareaboutme".

Me:"JacobImeanMthokoyouarelike

everyoneelse,Idon'thateanyone".

Jacob:"That'stheproblem,Idon'twant

tobelikeanyoneelse".

Me:"Areyoutheonewhokilledthe



constructionworkersandthekids".

Henodded.

Me:"Why?".

Jacob:"ThatwastheonewayIwas

gonnagetyourattention,youforgot

aboutme".

Me:"LetZamaniandNicholasgo,itis

methatyouwantnotthem,let'stalk

aboutthis".

Jacob:"I'm notstupid".

Me:"Pleaseletthem go,Iam sorryfor

whatIdidtoyoubutIdidthankyou".

Jacob:"Thatwasnotenoughbutitis

nevertoolate,comewithme,wecan

startanewlifeinanothercityor



country".

Me:"AsJacobora-".

Jacob:"Shutup!!".

Ididnotwaitforhim totellmeagain.

Jacob:"You,meandthebabycanstart

anewlife,youarecomingwithmenow".

Zamani:"Idon'tseethathappening".

WhenIlookedbehindJacob,Zamani

wasuponhisfeetandNicholaswas

tryingtowakeup.

Jacob:"Iseethatyouarereadytodie

again".

Me:"Heissayinghedoesn'tseethat

happeningbecauseno-oneisallowedto

leaveorenterthisCastle".



Jacob:"Areyoutryingtoscareme?".

Me:"No,notatallbutthebloodofthe

angelsoflightandtheAngelsof

darknessisprotectingthiscastle,some

saysit'saspellbutyoucancallit

whateveryouwant,justthinkaboutit,

whathappenswhenthebloodofSatan

andthebloodoftheHolyAngelismixed

together".

Isaiditinaverycalmedtone.

Jacob:"Yousatmeup".

Me:"No,Iwastryingtoprotectwhat

belongstome".

Istoodup,thethreeofuswere

surroundinghim,Nicholasturnedtohis

pantherform,Iclosedmyeyestoavoid



thepainIwasfeelingfrom takingout

mywings,helookedatallthreeofus,he

thenscreamed.

Jacob:"Iwillkillallofyou!".

.

.

.

.

Andchangedtoabigcrow,hewentout

throughthewindow,Nicholasjumped

overandfollowedhim,ItookZamani

andflewoutsidewithhim.

Everyonestartedrunningbutsome

watchedthroughtheirwindowtosee



exactlywhatwashappening.

Zamani:"Idon'tseehim".

Ithoughtflyingwasgoingtobehard

sinceIwaspregnantbutnoitwasjust

thesame,Ididn'tevenfeelanypain,

Nicholaswasrunningaroundthepalace

searchingforthecrow.

Me:"Hewon'tgooutsidetheCastle,it's

protected,heisstillaround,Iwillflyup".

Zamani:"Becareful".

---NARRATED---

Nicholaswasrunninginaspeedofa

pantherandMinenhlewasflyingaround

theCastle.Whenshelookeddown,The

CrowwasdownfightingZamani,She

wasshockedathowgoodZamaniwas.



TheCrowwentonhishead,itwantedto

takehiseyesoutbutZamaniwas

fightingit.

NicholasandMinenhlecame,Sheflew

straighttoit,asitfellonthegroundthe

pantherwasquicktojumpontopofit

andbiteit,Nicholasdidn'twanttohurtit

becauseheknewthathisbrotherwas

possessedwithMthoko'sevilspirit.

Jacobwentbacktohisnormalhuman

form,hisarm wasbleedingbuthedidn't

wanttogiveup.

Heusedhisforcepowertopush

NicholasandZamani,Zamanistoodstill

withoutmoving.

Jacoblookedathim findingithardto

believethathispowerswerenot



affectivetoZamani.

Zamanikickedandstrangledhim tothe

ground.

Nicholaswashisnormalselfagain.

Me:"Don'tkillhim!".

Zamani:"Givehim yourblood,hurry!".

Shelookedaroundnotfindinganything

tocutherself,butluckilyfoundasmall

bottle.

Me:"WhatdoIdo?".

Zamani:"Pouritinhiseyes".

Shedidasshewastold,hefoughtto

breakfreefrom Zamaniuntilhefelt

weakandcollapsed.

---Minenhle---



Jacobwastakenbacktohisbedroom

andeveryonewastoldtorelax,they

shouldn'tletwhathappenedbother

them becauseitwasnothingwelleven

thoughweknewitwasdangerous.

Glenda:"Heiswakingup".

Nicholas:"Jacob?".

Jacobgroanedinpain,hetouchedhis

arm tofeelwherehisbrotherhurthim.

Jacob:"Whathappenedtome?".

Zamani:"Westillneedtotakeoutwhat

possessedhim".

Nicholas:"How?".

Zamani:"Whateverevilspiritthatwas



createdtopossesshim wascreatedin

Minenhl-ImeanAmanda'snamethat's

whyIusedherbloodtocalm him down".

Me:"Howam Igoingtotakeitout?".

Zamani:"Idon'tknow,takeitoutwhile

it'sstillweak".

Me:"Ifwhatyouaresayingistrue,Iwill

feelit,JacobtakeoutyourT-shirt".

HecriedinpainbutNicholasmade

thingseasierforhim,hetornaparttheT

-shirt.Ibrushedhisstomachandhis

shouldersbutIcouldn'tfeelanything.

Me:"Canyoulaydownonyour

stomach?".

Heslowlyturnaround,byjustonetouch

Ifelttheelectricfeelingrunningthrough



myhand.

Glenda:"Alright,weshouldstopallthis,

it'shurtingher".

Me:"Iwillbefine".

Imassagedhisbackwithbothmy

hands.

Me:"Ifeelitbutit'snotinoneplace".

Zamani:"Focus".

Imassagedhim untilIfeltsomething

insidehim,itwastryingtoescapebutI

madesurethatIdon'tlosethetouch.I

pushedmyhandinsidehisback.

Jacob:"GoddammitAmandayouare

hurtingme".

Iwasn'tusingjustmyhands,Iwasusing



mypowers,hestartedbleedingtoo

much,Itriedtopullitoutbutitwas

attachedtohisrib.Hecriedsomuchin

painasItriedtopullitout.

Jacob:"Stopit,Amandastoptakingthe

paintoyourselfIcanhandleit".

Hewasinsomuchpainthat'swhyI

thoughtitwasbettertosharehispain

withme.

Jacob:"StopitAmanda!".

Ifinallypulleditoutandthrewitonthe

floor.

Gloria:"OhdearLordwhatisthis?".

Itlookedlikeasnakebutitwasnot,it

wasblackincolourandcoveredwith

lotsofblood.



KingNgubane:"Weneedtoburnit".

HewentoutwithNicholas,Iwhispered.

Me:"Heisinsomuchpain".

Zamaniwenttohim andtouchedhim,

hethenclosedhiseyes,Jacobstarted

healing,IlookedatZamanishocked.

.

.

.

.

Afterhewasdone,hestoodupandleft

theroom.



Me:"Jacobhowareyoufeeling?".

Jacob:"I'm justhungry".

Welaughedathim,Iwashedmyhands

andwenttoZamani.

Me:"Hey".

Zamani:"Areyoualright?".

Me:"Yes,whatishappeningtoyou?".

Zamani:"Whatdoyoumean?".

Me:"Imeanwitheverything,theway

youwerefighting,youhealedJacob,

howdoyouknowthatwhatpossessed

Jacobwas-".

Zamani:"Becauseitistrue,Amanda

youaresafenow,itismydutytomake

sureofthat".



Me:"Wait!Youareactingstrangeand

youareconfusingme".

Zamani:"Yousavedmemorethanonce,

youkeptthenecklacesafeforme,the

fallenelderofthisKingdom cametome

atnightandgavemethedutytolook

afterthisKingdom andTheQueen".

Me:"What?".

Hewasspeakingveryformal,hewas

nottheZamaniIknew.

Zamani:"Iwasshowneverything,you

havetogoandgivebirthinasafeplace,

wherethekidswillgrowupsafe".

Me:"Thekids?".

Zamani:"YouarecarryingThePrince

andthePrincessofthisKingdom,the



girlwillhaveaverywarm kindheartlike

herfatherandaboywillbestrongand

powerfulandstubbornliketheirmother".

Me:"Buthowdoyouknowallthis?".

Zamani:"Yourgreatgreatgreat

grandfathershowedmethefutureof

thisKingdom andappointedmeasyour

guardian,hegavemethenecklace

becausehebelievedinme,Gotell

Nicholas,itistimeforyoutogo".

Me:"Ican'tgo,Ihavetofindmyfamily,

thestrangemancametomeandtold

methatheknowswheremyfamilyis,I

can'tjustgiveup,Ineedtofindhim so

thathewillshowmewheremyfamilyis".

Zamani:"Findinghim willbelikefinding



thegravesforyourchildren,Thatisnot

yourjourney,thepersonwhoisdestined

tofindyourparentsisnotbornyet,you

havetoGo".

.

.

.

TheEnd.

.

.

DarlingsIwantyoutoreadthisvery

carefully,wordtoword.

ThisistheEndofTheMinenhleStory

butTheParkerFamilyjourneystill



continuesonTheHeartlessPrincejust

thinkofitasMyDad'sSecondWifePart
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