
MYLIFEWITHANEVILSTEPMOTHER

Intro

MynameisSiyasangaDlaminiI'm16yearsold

doingGrade10...Letmetakeyouthroughthe

journeyofmylifelivingwithastepmotherwho

treatedmebadlyandsoldmetodifferentmen

formoney..Hopeyouwillenjoy
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♡SIYASANGA♡

**Iwokeuptotheannoyingsoundofmyalarm.

Istretchedmyhandandswitcheditoff.Iwoke

upanddraggedmyfeettothebathroomand

didallmyhygieneroutinethenworemyschool

uniform.Itiedmyhairinaneatponytailthen

grabbedmybagandPhoneandwenttothe

sittingroom.MystepsisterAsemahleand

mom"stepmother"weresittingonthetable

havingabreakfastIjoinedin**

Me:Goodmorning

Mom:What'sgoodaboutthismorning?

***Yohthelittledevilisn'tthemoodandshe

lookeddisturbed***

Me:Everythingmother

Ase:MomIneedmoneyforacalculatorand

newskirt

-Mom:AsemahleItoldyouthatandinamali



ufunandithini?(ItoldyouthatIdon'thave

moneywhatdoyouwantmetodo?)

Ase:Iphileutataakushiyeleyona?(Whereisthe

onedadleftforyou)

Mom:Mxm

***Yohtheprincessandthequeenarearguing

andthat'sfirst***

Me:Okfamletmeloveandleaveyou.

Mom:NyweNyweNywe.Nxnjusthateand

leaveusman.

***Ichuckledandlefttoschool.OkayIwasthe

smartestlearnerandIwasreallybeautiful.

Lemmedescribemyself'''''I'mnottallnorshort,I

havenaturalhair,I'msize32withaflat

stomachandbodytodiefor.Iamlightin

complexion,smallpinklips,smallhazeleyes

andofcourseI'mnotinanyrelationshipwhich

alsomeansI'mstillavirgin .I'mshyandI

haveoneguybestfriendTshidiso.Igotto



schoolandTshidisowaswaitingformeatour

usualspot***

Me:Heybighead

Tshidiso:Heysmalleyes

***Wewenttoourclass***

Me:Sowassupyoudon'tlookfine.

Tshidiso:Leannedumpedme

Me:Itoldyoushe'saloserandbesideswehave

anexamcomingupsolet'sjustfocusonbooks.

Tshidiso:I'mnotabookwormyouknowthat

right.

Me:Sowhat?Thatdoesn'tmeanyouwantto

failright.

Tshidiso:Yousuck

Me:Iloveyoutoo

***Welaughedandthentheteachercame.Well

everythingelsewasjustahistory.AfterschoolI



wenthomeandIfoundmomwithsomeguy

lookslikehe'son

theearly30s.IgreetedandwhenIwasabout

topassshecalledme***

Mom:Pleasesitdownbaby

***Baby?That'sNewtome.ISatdown***

Mom:Ahyesuh....TerrythisisthegirlIwas

tellingyouabout.SiyathisisTerry.

Terry:Nicetomeetyoubeautiful

***HetookmyhandandtriedtokissitbutI

quicklyremovedit***

Me:Likewise.

Mom:Babethismanishereforyou.

Me:Forme?

***Iwasshocked.Whatdoeshewant?***

Mom:Ewenana.(Yesnana)

Me:Todowhatexactly?



Mom:Excuseusforaminutewe'llbeback

***Henoddedandhewaskindascary.Wewent

tothekitchen***

Mom:Siyamybaby.Youknowhowthe

situationisrightnow.Wedon'thaveenough

money....you...se..e.SoIcamewiththesolution

andthismanwillhelpus.

Me:Idon'tunderstandnyani(serious)Where's

themoneydadleftforus?

Mom:IpayedallmydebtsandIhavenothing

left.

***Ilaughed***

Me:Sothismanwillhelpushow?Andwhyhe's

here?

Mom:He...Uhm..Just..givehimwhathewants

mybaby.

Me:Andwhatdoeshewant?

Mom:Anything



Me:Anything?Whenyousayanythingyoudon't

talk.Whatifhewantssex?

Mom:Thenyou'llgivehim

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoopedand

mouthopen***

Me:You'rejokingmama.I'mnotgonnadothat.

Ibarelyknowhimandhe'swaytooold.

Mom:AndohmyBabeit'snotarequest.I'm

tellingyou.

Me:Iwillneverdothat.WhataboutAsemahle.

Goaskhernotm.....

Mom:NoIwantyoutodothat.

***Ilookedatherandshekeptastraight

face***

Me:Butm.....

Mom:YouwilldoitlikeItornot.

***Hervoiceswasfirmbutlow***



Me:NomomIcann....

***Sheslappedmesohardandasingletear

escapedmyeye***

Mom:Youwantmetodoitagain.SiyasangaI

doeverythingforyouman.Yourmotherand

fatherdiedandwehavenothingrightnow,I

giveyoufoodtoeat,clothestowear,placeto

sleepandthisisyourthanks.Youwanttosleep

onthestreetsSiyasanga?

**Ishookmyheadandtearswerefalling***

Mom:YouwannastarvebecauseI'mdoingthis

tohelpyouSiya.Doyouwantustosuffer?

***Ishookmyhead***

Mom:Thenyou'lldowhatIsay.Gotothatman

andPlayyourpartanddon'tgivehimany

troublesbecausethisisbusinessSiyasanga.

Youhearme?

***Inoddedwipingmytears***



Mom:Goodnowgoandchange.There'sa

dressontopofyourbedandheels.Doyourself

andcomebackwearingthose.Don'tbetoo

longwedon'thaveallday..Anddosomething

withthosetears.Idon'twannaseethem.

***InoddedandlefttoMyroom.Igotinand

criedsomuch***

Me:Daddywhy?Whydidyouleftme?Whywhy?

***IcriedandwhenIwasdoneIwashedmy

face,changedandworethatshortdressandit

wasexposingmybody.Iwasn'tcomfortablein

it.***

Me:SotodayI'mlosingmypride

***ThetearescapedandIquicklywipeditand

finishedupwithgettingdressed.Islowlywent

backtothesittingroomandtheTerryguy

stoodupwithadisgustingsmile.Ijustfeltlike

vomitingimmediately.Ihatehimalready***

Terry:Wowyoulookverybeautiful.



***Ifakedasmileandwewalkedout.He

openedthedoorformemxmandthenwe

drove.Iwaslookingoutsidethewindow

thinkingaboutthesinI'mabouttomake***
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***WearrivedintothisfancyhotelImustsay.

HewantedtoholdmyhandbutIrefused.While

wewerewalkinginsideIwasbusypullingmy

dressanditwasveryshortsoIwastryingto

makeitlongbutitwasn'thelping.Wegotinside

theroom.Itwasbeautifuljealousdown.***

Terry:Hungry?

***Ishookmyhead***

Terry:Don'tbescaredIdon'tbite.

***Hepouredwineformeandhimthengave

me***



Me:Idon'tdrink.

Terry:Youneedit,thereisasteamysession

abouttobegin.

Me:Oh

***ItookitbutIdidn'tdrink.Iwasshakingand

scared.Thiscannotbehappening.I'mstill16

forcryingoutloud.***

Terry:SoNolubabalo(Stepmom)toldmeI'm

yourfirstclient.

Me:Correct

***Myvoicewassqueakyandshaking***

Terry:ItwillbefunIpromiseyou.

Me:Whyhuh?Whydon'tyougetyourselfa

girlfriendwhowillenjoyyou.

Terry:Iwantgirlslikeyou.

Me:Therearesomanyoutthere.Pleasejustlet

mego.



Terry:I'vepayedlotofmoneyforyouyoung

ladysodon'tgivemeproblems.

***Ifeltlikecryingoutloud.Iwishtheearth

couldopenupandswallowmerightnow***

Terry:Come.

***Myshakingbecameworse.DearGodwhere

willIstartthis.OhDaddyyou'vemessedupmy

life.Wewalkedtothebedroom.Hetookthe

glassfrommeandPutitonthedressingtable

thenpulledmeclosetohim.Hestartedkissing

mebutIdidn'tkisshimback.Hedidn'tgiveup

andIstillIdidn't.Hepushedmeontopofthe

bedandtookoffthehandcuffs***

Me:Wh..whatarethesefor?

Terry:Weabouttogowildbaby.

Me:Ple...asedon't

***Iwascryingnow***

Terry:Don'ttestmypatience.



***Ikeptquietwithtearsflowing.Iwasreally

scared.ThisisnothowIplannedtobreakmy

virginity.ItshouldbewithsomeoneIlove,

someoneItrustanditshouldbeinaromantic

way.Hehandcuffedmefromtheheadboard

withbothmyhands.HegotontopofmeandI

startedprayingintongues.Hekissedmeand

wentdownmynecktomystomach.Whenhe

reachedmypotheputhishandsundermy

dressandIwasshakinglikenoone'sbusiness.

Heinsertedtwofingersinsidemevaginaandit

waspainful.Afterhefinguredmehetoremy

dressandsadlyIdon'twearbra.Justpanty.I

wantedtofightbutheyIwascuffed.***

Terry:You'reverysexy.Damn.

***Hekissedmethentookoffhisbeltand

beatedme.Iscreamedoutloud***

Terry:FuckSiyawhatwhat.Youneedtoget

usedtothisjeez.



Me:Ithurts

Terry:Youthoughtitwilltickleyou

***Icriedthenheburntmewithcandlewaxes.I

wastossingandturningandmywristswere

sore.Icouldn'tstopmytears.Hetookoffmy

pantyandalsoundressedhimself.Iclosedmy

eyesshut.Ididn'twanttoseehisbodyandhe

chuckled***

Terry:What'swrong?

Me:Justletmego

***Myeyeswerestillshut***

Terry:Kidsthough

***HejustsaiditI'makidsowhyishedoing

thistome.Hesuckedmyneckthenfingured

me.Hetriedtoinserthismanhoodinsideme

butitwastootight,hetriedagainandstill..He

kissedmyneckandinsertedhimselfinsideme

withoutwarning.Tearswerefallinglikea



waterfall andIcouldn'tdoanythingsince

myhandswerecuffed..aftersooooooooolong

hecameandliedonhisback.***

Terry:Wow!!

Me:LetMego.

Terry:There'sstillanotherround

***Ilookedathimandhelaughed***

Terry:I'mjoking

***Myvaginawasburninglikefire.Heuncuffed

meandIwasbleeding.Mybodywassore***

Me:Wereyoualsopayedtohitme?

Terry:That'showIlovemysex.Gotakea

showerandwearthis.

***Hegavemeaswaggerandoversizedt-shirt.

ItookashowerandIwascryinguncontrollably.

AfterIlotionedanddressedup.Ireturnedback

thenwedrovetomyhouse.Igotin,Aseand

Momwerebusytalkingandlaughing.Ihateher



somuch.Iwalkedpassingthem***

Mom:Siya

***Iturnedtofaceher***

Ase:Whyyoureyesarered?Wereyoucrying?

What'swrong?

Me:Askthedevilbesidesyouandleaveme

alone.

Mom:Siyasan......

Me:Screwmynamefromthatmouth.Ihate

yousomuch.Icursethedaymyfatherbrought

youhere.Nolubabalondakwenzani?

(NolubabalowhatdidIdotoyou?)WhydoI

havetolivelikeIoweyouyourlife?Wena

Asemahledon'tactlikeyoucare.Nxn

Mom:Siy.....

***Irantobathroom.ItooktheclothesIwas

wearingandputtheminthebin.Itookashower,

Iscrubbedmybodysohardmakingsurethat



man'sfingerprintsarenotinmyskinno

more.***

Me:Whatifthisisnotthefirsttime?

***Isatdownandhuggedmykneesrocking

myselfbackandforthwithwaterrunningdown

mybody.IsobbedhystericallyandAsemahle

bangedthedoor***

Ase:Siyawhat'swrongpleaseopenup.

Me:Goaway

***Mybodywasstillinpain***

Ase:Ican'tgo.What'swrongtalktome.Ican't

helpyouifyoudon'ttalk.

***Shejustangeredmemore***

Me:JustleavemealoneAsemahle.

Ase:Okbutifyoureadytotalkpleasecome

backtome.

***Ijustsatthereandcontinuedcrying.Afterit



feltlikeforeverIturnedoffthewateranddried

myself.Itookatowelandwrappeditaround

methenwenttomyroom,tomysurprise

Asemahlewassittingonmybedlookslikeshe

waswaitingforme***

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Ase:TalktomeSiya.

Me:There'snothingIcantalktoyouaboutso

justleave.

***Iwascalmbutbreaking**

Ase:Siy....

Me:Ihaterepeatingmyselfyouknowthat.

Ase:YouknowyoucantrustmeSiya.Ify....

whathappenedtoyourbody?

***Shewaslookingatmymarks.Icoveredit***

Me:Justgo.

Ase:NoSangaIcan'twhohurtyou?



Me:Noonenowleave.

***Shelookedatme***

Ase:YoucanshutmeoutbutknowthatIcare.

***SheleftandIquicklylockedthedoorthen

gotinsideblanketsandcriedmyselftosleep.

......

IwokeupanditwasaSaturdayandIwas

meetingTshidisolater.Iwenttobathroomand

didallmyhygieneroutinethenworemyBlack

Adidastracksuitandkicksthenwenttothe

kitchenandtobehonestIwashungryeven

thoughIwasn'tinthemoodformy"evil

stepmother"buthungerforcedme.Mxmhe

wassittingintheloungewithsomeprostitutes

judgingfromhowtheylook.***

Mom:BabyTerrysaysudidsowell.I'mso

proudofyou

***Ifakedsmile***



Me:WhereisAsemahle?

Mom:Shesaidshe'sgoingoutwithfriends.

***Inodded***

Mom:Siyananathesearemyladies

Me:Areyoualesbiannow?

***ShelaughedanddidImakeajoke

maybe?***

Mom:Nosilly.Theyareyourguardians.

Me:LetmeguessI'llbestrippingonclubs?

Mom:Yes.

***IIookedatherwithmyeyespooped***

Me:I'llbestrippingonclubs?

Mom:Ewe(Yes)andhavingclientswhowill....

youknow?

Me:NoIdon'tknowmama.I'mstill16for

goodnesssake.Anditspainful.



***Ilookeddownandshelaughed***

Mom:SiyasangaIdon'thaveallday.uhamba

nabonamhlanje.(youwillgowithem)

***Ifeltahardlampinmythroat.Andtears

werethreatening***

Mom:Ngazonditefelamna.Ladiesgoandhelp

herlookbeautiful.

***Ilookedatherwithabeggingface***

Mom:Justgoman
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♡ASEMAHLE♡

***WellI'mAsemahleKhumaloI'm16yearsin

Grade11ButI'minaPrivateschool.Momhave

beentreatingSiyabadlyandsometimesI

wonderwhy.IwouldwatchSiyabeingtreated

likeaslavebutIhadnosayinanything...Siya

doesn'tshowanyoneheremotionsandtrust

meI'veneverseenhercryingbeforeevenif

mominsultsherbadlybutyesterdaywhenIsaw

hercryingIknewitwasreallybad.Iaskedmom

andshesaid"noshe'llbefine"butitdidn'tlook

likethattome.IloveSiyasangabutshehates

meandIcannotblameherforthat,mom

wantedmetoturnintoamonsterandhateher.

ButwhywouldIhatesomeonewhowelcomed

mewithwarmhandsandherfatherhaveshown

melovesinceshemarriedmymombutmom

cannoteventrytopretendtolikehernoteven

once.***
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***Theyputonsomemakeupandgaveme

shortdresstowear.IdidandIlookedlikeareal

prostitute.Afterthatwewenttotheclub.***

Girl1:Oklookyouwillhavetoattractmenwith

youreyeslikethis

***Sheshowedme***

Girl2:OneroundisR500andtworoundsisR1

000ButIwouldadviseyoutogoforR1000.

Girl1:Don'tactcheap.Lethimbuyyouan

expensivedrinkforyou.

Girl2:Goforeverysexpositionmybabetoget



moretips

Girl1:Somewantitwithoutacondomsodon't

sayNO.

Girl2:Andlatertherearesomewhowillwant

youallnight.

***Theywerebusyexchangingwordsandmy

headwasspinning.Ididn'thearanything

becausemymindwastoofar***

Girl2:Take.

***Shegavemeawhitepowder***.

Me:What'sthis?

Girl2:Cocainedear

Me:NoI'mfine.Ican't.

Girl1:Nothiswillmakeyourbloodhotsoone

sniffandproblemsolved.

***TheygavemeandItookastrawandthe

showmehowIdoitandIdidexactlythat***



Girl2:Goodnowlet'sgetinside.

***Wewentinsideandmyheadwasracing.We

SatnexttothebarandIlookedaroundandI

sawoneguyonhislate20scomingby.My

heartwasbeatingfast,Idon'tknowifIwas

scaredornervousbutIwassweatingand

shaking***

Guy:heysexy

***Itriedtotalkbutwordsfailedme***

Guy:Wantadrink?

Me:Nothanks.

Guy:Ok.I'mLudwe

Me:Okay.

***Iwasn'trelaxed.Iwantedtogetoutofthis

place***

Ludwe:What'syourname?

Me:Siya....Siyasanga



Ludwe:Nicename

***Silence***

Ludwe:Canwegooutside.

Me:Yeahsure.

***Wewentoutsideandwegotinsidehiscar.I

didn'tcareaboutwherehewastakingmebut

allIwantedhimtotakemefarfromthisplace.

Wearrivedintothishouse,itwasn'tbignor

small.Wegotinside.***

Ludwe:Feelfree.Makeyourselfcomfortable.

***Inodded.Wewenttotheroomandhepulled

mecloseandIwasshaking***

Ludwe:Befreehun

***HekissedmeandforthefirsttimeIkissed

himback.Everythingbecamehot..Aftertwo

roundshegavemeonethousandrand.Itooka

taxitomyhouseandtomysurprise,Asemahle

wassittingonthecouchwithTshidiso.Ijust



ignoredthemandrantothebathroom.Itooka

longshowerandbelieveitornotIdidn'tfeellike

cryingoranything.Ijustsatdowninsidethe

showerandlaughed.SomemightsayI'mcrazy

butIfeltstrongerthananyotherdays.After

bathingIwenttomyroomandlockedthentook

anap.Iwokeandstartedstudying.Theonly

thingthatwouldmakemeescapeallofthisis

studyingandmakesureIpass.Istillhave

dreamsandgoalstoachievehey***

Mom:Siyaopenup.

***Istoodupandopened***

Mom:So?

***Itookthemoneyandgaveittoherwithout

sayinganything***

Mom:Justopenyoureyesandlookatthe

brightside.I'mdoingthisforyouSiyasanga.

Me:WhataboutAsemahle?Whydon'tyousell

her?



Mom:Youwon'tunderstand.

***Ilaughedandthenkeptastraightface***

Me:Areyouevenlisteningtoyourself

Nolibabalo?

"Siyawhereha....Oh"

***thatwasAsemahle***

Me:Youdoingthisformeorforyouandyour

child?EversinceyouguyscameintomylifeI

neverfindpeace.Eversincemyowndad

introducedmetoyouIneverbeenhappy.Idon't

hateyouAsemahleandtrustmeIdon't.Yazi

NolubabalowhenIwasalittlegirlmyfather

toldmehowmuchhelovedmeandhow

beautifulIwas.AndbecausehesaidIwas

beautifulIwasbecausedaddyneverliedtome.

***Tearsrolleddownmycheek***

Me:Thenheintroducedmetoyou.Ineverfelt

souselessmywholeentirelife,Ineverfeltlike



nothing.Istarteddoubtingmyself.IknowI've

alwayswantedawomanfigureinmylifesince

myowndaddywasplayingtworolesintomy

life,aroletobeafatherandaroletobea

mothertome.IwashappythatfinallyIwillbe

havingamotherlikeanyotherkids.Ifellinlove

withyousomuchbutfeelingsweren'tmutual

andmyloveturnedintohatred.ThenIrealized

thatallalongyou'vebeenlyingtome.I'mnot

whatyousayIambutwhatdaddysaysIam.

Ase:Siyadon'tbesohardtoyourself.

***Iwasbusywipingmytearsbuttheydidn't

stopfromcoming***

Me:TodayI'maprostitutebecauseofyou

Nolubabalo.

***SheswallowedhardandlookedatAsewho

lookedatmewithhereyespoopedandmouth

open***

Ase:WhatdoyoumeanSiyasanga?



Me:Ihaveworktodosoifyoudon'tmind

please.

Mom:Siyasangacanw.....

Me:Idon'twannafightpleasejustleave.

***Sheturnedandwalkedoff.***

Me:Followher.

Ase:Siyasangandiyakucela,thathanam(please,

talktome)

***Ididn'tsayanythingIjustclosedthedoor

andleanedonit.IcriedmylungsoutuntilIran

outoftearsandleftwithhicupps.***
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2WEEKS

♡SIYASANGA♡

***WellI''vebeenstillaprostitute,goingonlate

clubsandsoforth.Ithasn'tbeeneasybecause

someclientswererough,otherswouldhitmeif

idontdoastheysayandonlyfewpeopleused



acondomandmyfearisgettingpregnantand

HIVorSTI..Ihatemystepmothermorethan

anythingelseinthisworld.Theteachersare

complainingaboutmyloweffortinallsubjects

butwhatcanIdo?Alarmwokemeasusual,I

didallmyhygieneroutinethenworemyschool

uniform..TodayIhavetowearmakeupsinceI

hadbruisesonmyface.Cryingdoesn'thelp

becausenobodyhearsandlistentomypain.

AftereverythingItookmybagandPhoneand

wentleftmyroom.Ididn'thaveappetitesoI

justtookanAppleandwalkedoff.Tshidiso

wasn'tonourusualspotsoIjustwenttoclass.

TheFirstperiodwasMathematicsmyfavourite

subject.Theteachercameandstartedteaching.

Iwasn'tevenpayingattention,mymindwasfar.

AllIwantedwastoescapeallofthis,allI

wantedwasabetterlife.Mydreamsand

promisesImadetodaddyarebeingcrushed.

Whenwillallthisend?WhenwillIbehappylike

anyotherteenagers.***



Teacher:MissDlamini

***Iwasfarfrommythoughts.***

Teacher:MissDlamini!

***TshidisoshookmeupandIsnappedoutof

it***

Me:Ma....ma'am

***Theclasslaughed***

Tshidiso:What'swrong?Whyareyoucrying?

***IquicklywipedmytearsandhonestlyIdidn't

realizethatIwascrying***

Teacher:AreyouOkSiyasanga?

Me:No..ImeanyesI'mfine.

Teacher:Somuchhaschangedtoyoulately.

I'mreallyworried.

"TworoundsR1000"

***Thatcameatthebackoftheclassand

everyonelaughed.Myheartstoppedfora



minutethenIrantothebathroom..Igotthere

andIcriedmylungsout.Howdidthatperson

know?Nothisshouldend.Istayedtherefor3

hoursthenIwentbacktomyclass.Everyone

waslookingatme,otherspointingfingersat

methenlaugh.What'sgoingon?Dotheyknow?

Mymindwasracingfast***

Tshidiso:Siyawillyoutellmewhat'sgoingon

withyou?

Me:I'mfineTshidiso.

Tshidiso:Fine?Somuchhaschangedtoyou

really.

Me:Whydoyoucare?

Tshidiso:BecauseI'mworriedaboutyou.Look

atyourfaceSiya,thebruise.Whodidthis?

Me:TshidisoIthinkyoushouldsayoutofmy

business.It'snotasecretwhodidthistome

butit'sactuallynoneofyourbusinesssokindly

stayonyourlane.



***Heshookhisheadwithdisbelief***

Tshidiso:SiyayouknowIcarealotaboutyou.

You'remybestfriend.

Me:Thenstopcaring.Idon'tneedyourcare

Tshidiso:Sincewhenwehidethingsfromeach

other?

Me:Sincetoday.Letmego.

"Wellwellwelllookwhatwegothere"

***IturnedandItwasBelindathemost

annoyingpersonintheschool.Shewaswitha

crowd***

Belinda:Itstheschoolmaster.

***Shehadasmirkonherface***

Belinda:Imeanwhoknewthatagoodgirlcan

turntobebad?

Me:LeavemealoneBelinda.

Belinda:NoIcan'tbecausemyguysherewanna



buy,rightguys?

***Thecrowdroared.Mybloodwasboilingand

mykneeswerebecomingweak***

Belinda:Yousee?Sohowmuchisaround.

***Tearsescaped***.

Belinda:HaiigirlyouseehowmanyaretheyI'm

sureyou'llberichtodayheyy.

***Theylaughed***

Tshidiso:Belindajustleaveheralone.She

wantsnothingtodowithyouoranyoneforthat

matter.

Belinda:Wowsoyou'reherspokesperson?Miss

holyholynowknowshowtoopenherlegsfor

everyDickandTom

***Shegiggledandtheyleft.Tshidisolookedat

me***.

Tshidiso:Siyawhatthehellisgoingonwithyou?



Me:WhatdoyouwanttoknowTshidiso?You

wanttoknowthefactthatmymonsterstep

motherturnedmeintoaprostituteformoney?

OryouwannaknowthatI'vebeenforcedto

sleepwithmenIdon'tevenknowformoney?Or

thatmyvirginityistakenbysomeoneIdon't

evenknowformoney?ThatI'vebeentortured

formoney?Whichonedoyouwanttoknow?

***Isatdownandsobbeddeeply.Tshidiso

lookedatmeandhistearswerealready

doubleddownhisface.***

Me:I've....I'vetriedtoescapethisbutit'shard

Tshidiso.Mybodyisnotevenmineanymore

***Hestoodtherelookingatmewithtears

flowing.Afterbreakwewenttoclassand

schoolproceeded.AfterschoolIwenttodad's

grave.Ifirstlycleaneditthensatonit***.

Me:Kunzimatata(it'sharddad)AllIever

wantedwasforabetterlifeandyouwanted



thatformetoo.Daddyallthelessonslife

taughtyou,youtriedtotellsoIwouldn'tgo

throughthis.

***Iwipedthewaterfallonmyeyes***

Me:Butit'syourfault.ITSYOURDAMNFAULT

BECAUSEYOUBROUGHTTHATWICKED

WOMANINTOMYLIFE.

***Iwasshouting***

Me:OkayI'msorryforshoutingatyouBut

daddypleaseyouandyourgirlfriendwho'smy

mothershouldprotectme.Ican'ttakethislife

anymore.Dosomethingplease.EverydayIpray

forabettertomorrowandyoualwaystoldme

tobelieveinGodkodwatata(butdad)ishe

evenexistingbecauseifhedidallmyprayers

wouldbeanswered.

***Iliedontopofthegraveandcried***

Me:Or...o..rdidIdosomethingbad?Isthisa

punishment?Kozekubenini?(Itwillbelikethis



untilwhen?)Ican'tevenstudydaddyandI

doubtifIwillpassmygrade.It'stough.Please

tellmewhattodo.

***Icriedrockingmyselfbackandforth***.

Me:YOUSAIDTOMEI'LLALWAYSFEELYOUR

PRESENCEIFEVENYOU'RENOTNEARBUT

DADDYIFEELNOTHING.DOYOUHATEME?

***Ifeltasharppaininmychest.Istayedthere

forsometimethenItookmybagandwent

home.AsmuchasIhatebeingathomebutit's

myhome,theonlyhomeIknow.***

.

.

.

.

.

I'llcontinuelater.I'mstillbusy♡♡♡♡



INSERTFOURCONTINUING

.

.

.

.

.

♡NARRATED♡

Voice1:SomomyouleftbecauseNolubabalo?

Voice2:Yes.Icouldn'tstaythere..Ifearedfor

mylifeandmostlyforyoubecausewhenIleft

JohannesburgIwaspregnantwithyou.

Voice1:Who'sNolubabalomama?

Voice2:Somewickedwitch.Shewasmyfriend,

actuallyIthoughtshewasmyfrienduntilone

day.ShethreatenedtokillmeandIhadtorun

formylife.She'sverydangerousandwicked.

***Shestoodupwipinghertears***



Voice1:Sohowdoyouknowshemarrieddad?

Voice2:Newstravelmyson.

Voice1:Youtrustherwithyourdaughtermom?

Voice2:Herfatherloveshermorethan

anythingelseinthisworld.Hewouldratherdie

thantoseehersuffering.Iknowthatwithher

fathereverythingiswell.

Voice1:You'llhideuntilwhenmom.Youneed

tofightyourbattlesnow.Thinkaboutyour

daughter,you'renotsureabouthowsheisright

now.

Voice2:Ifakedmydeath,andprobablyshe

thinksI'maskeleton.

Voice1:Howoldwasshewhenyouleft?

***Shesmiledbetweenhertears***

Voice2:Shewas4yearsold.Shewasreally

beautifulandbubbly.Verysmart..Thisyearshe

shouldbe16yearsold.



Voice1:Youhavetodosomething.Youcannot

hideforever.

Voice2:Iknow.I'mjustwaitingforaright

moment.

Voice1:There'sneverarightmomentortime.

Gofindyourchildmamaandstopbeing

coward..

.

.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***Luckilymomwasn'taroundsoIwenttomy

room.Asemahle'sbedroomdoorwashalfopen

andIheardsniffssoIgotcloseandshewas

doingsomethingIneversawherdoing,praying.

ShewascryingandallIwantedwastohearher



praying***

Ase:I'veneverbeensohelplessdearGod.I'm

notperfectfather.Icannottakeitanymore.It's

hardwatchinghercryingandaskingforbetter.

I'mnotherfavouritepersonbutdearGodopen

waysformysister,bringlighttoher,giveher

wisdom.Idonothateherfather,she'sdying

everydaysoGodhelpher.

***Shetookadeepbreath***

Ase:Whatevershe'sgoingthroughdearfather

pleaseneverforsakeher.Shemaybenotmy

bloodsisterbutGodherpainandsuffering

insideherbreaksmyheart.

***Ilistenedwhilemytearsweredoingtheir

usualthing***

Ase:Protecther,Guideherandgiveher

strengthtofightallofthisinthreenamesAmen.

***Shestoodupandcried***



Me:Ase

***Shelookedatmeandranintomyarms.We

criedoneachother'sarmsuntilwewereboth

calm***

Ase:Imaynotknowwhatyou'regoingthrough

butSiyapleasedon'tshutmeout.

Me:KuzolungaAse(ItwillbefineAse)

Ase:Youcannotalwayssaythattryingtomake

yourselfbetter.SiyaIknowyou,you'redying

slowlyandpainfully.

***Iwipedtearsonherfaceandembracedher

tightly***

Ase:Letmecarrytheseheavyloadsforyou

Siya.Icannotstandyourpainanymore.

***Iletgoofher.***

Me:gowithmetotheclinicplease.Ineed

someone.

Ase:Areyouokay?



Me:Letsgo.

Ase:Okay.

Me:Gowashyourfaceyoulookhorrible

***Welaughed.ThenIwenttomyroomtoo.I

changedintoakappatracksuitandblackNike

kicksandablackbeanie.Wethentookataxito

adoctorusingthemoneyI'vebeensaving.I

cannotgototheclinicnoIcan't.Wearrived

thereandIdidthetests.Iwasreallynervous

andafraidoftheresults***

Ase:Don'tpanic.Itwillbefine.

***IstoodupandIcouldn'thelpbuttofeel

scared.WhatifI'mHIV?WhatwillIdo?Dear

Godpleasehelpmehelpmehelpmehelpme

helpme.***

Dr:MissS.Dlamini

Me:Yes.

Dr:Ihavegoodandbadnews.



***Iclosedmyeyesandbreathed***

Me:Goodnewsfirst.

Dr:Welltheresultsherearebackandthetests

showsthatyou'reHIVNegativeandthere'sno

infectioninyourbody.

***Itookasighofrelief***

Me:Andbadnews?

***AsmuchasIdidn'twanttohearthembutI

haveto***

Dr:You'recarryingadeadfoetusandthis

happenstomostcaseswhereapersonis

depressedorusinganysortofadrug.You

musttodoanabortion.

Me:Howfar?

Dr:2weeksand5days.

***Inodded.Myheartwasdancingkwasa

kwasa.Buttheabortionthingaiii.Iaskedhimto

keepthefileswithhimIcannottakeemhome.



WelefttoChickenlicken,Iwascravingforhot

wingssoweboughtthem.Whenwegothome

wefindmomwithherfriendfromnextdoorand

seeingherfacejustmakesmelosemyappetite

really.Ijustgreetedandwenttomyroom.I

startedstudying..Imusthavesleptbecausemy

annoyingalarmwokemeup.Islowlydragged

myfeettothebathroomanddidallmyhygiene

routine,woremyuniformandthentookmybag

andphoneandwenttoschool.Ididn'teven

careisNolubabalowasawakeornot.Ifound

Tshidisoonourusualspot.Hedidn'tlook

fine***

Me:Yougood?

Tshidiso:Yeahlet'sgo.

***Wegotinside.Everybodywasgivingme

weirdandfunnylooks.Otherswouldgossipand

pointatourdirection.Wegotintheclassand

everyonemovedtheirseatsFarfrommine.I

didn'tmind.TheAccountingteacherfollowed



byPrincipalcameinside***

Principal:MissDlamini.

Me:YesPrincipal.

Principal:Inmyofficenow.

***Helookedreallyangry.Ididn'twastetime.I

followedthemandheinstructedmetosit

down***

Principal:WeverydisappointedinyouDlamini.

Me:Thereasonbeing?

***Hesaidnothingandthrewhiscellphoneat

me.Ilookedathim***

Principal:Watchthatdamnvideo.

***IclickedplayandohDearGod.Justburyme

becauseI'malreadydead.Itwasasexvideoof

me...trustmeitshowse-v-e-r-y-t-h-i-n-gandmy

instinctstellsmeitstheroughclientIhad.I

watcheditastearsflowDownmycheeks.I'm

Finished.***



Principal:TellmewhatthehellisthatDlamini.

Me:Ic..anex..explain

Principal:Explain?Thisisashame.TheSGBis

embarrassedwiththisDlamini.You'veputour

schoolnameinsidethemud.

***Hewasspittingfire.Icouldn'tstopmytears.

Myheartburntintofineashes***

Teacher:JeezSiyasanga.Youknowhowmuch

wefondforyou?Howmuchwetrustyou?The

topstudentofHFCschoolhasbroughta

disgrace.

***SheemphasizedtheDindisgrace.Icouldn't

speakuporanything.Ijustsatthereonthat

chairliketheyputaglue.***

DepPrincipal:Thisisnotthetimetocry.You

knewexactlywhatyouweredoing.Youkids

don'tthinkfirstbeforeyoudo.Lookatthe

consequencesnow.Lookatyourself.Shameon

youDlamini



Principal:TheSGBinformedusthatyoushould

explainthistoeveryoneintheschooltomorrow

morning.MissDubehasinformedyourparent.

Yoursuspensionwillbeannouncedtoyouafter

thehearing.Youmaygototheclass***

Me:CanIgohome?

DepPrincipal:Sure.

***TheysentsomeonetotakemybagthenI

wenthome.HatredandhurtiswhatIfelt.Have

youseenafishbeingtakenoutofthefishpond?

That'sexactlyhowIfelt,likeafishoutofthe

fishpondandbecauseofsuffocationit'sbrain

diesandthebodyfollowsslowly.AllIwanted

wastoripmychestapartandrubthepainaway.

Thisisthedeadend.WhatwillItellallthese

people?ShouldItellthemthetruthOrmakeup

astory?ButIcan'tstaywithouteducation,

daddywouldbesodisappointedinme.Ihave

totelleveryonethetruthbutwhatifIget

suspendedanyway.IfIliethenNolubabalowill



winandIcan'tletherdestroymepiecebypiece.

Icriedallthewayhome***

Me:Ihavefightnow.

INSERTFIVE

.

.

.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***Haveyoueverbeeninsensible?Likeoutof

emotions,withoutthepowerofsensation?

You'vedonesomethingbutyou'reoutofwords

toexplainit,youcannotexplainwhatyou're

cognizantof.Somebodywillask,whatareyou

gonnado?Andyou'llbecompletelytrapped.No



wordstoexpoundhowyou'refeeling..That's

exactlyhowIfelt.Itwasthemorningtothe

hearing.IaskedAsetogowithmesincemom

havetobetherebeforeus.Iguessshedoesn't

knowwhatthemeetingisaboutandIdidn't

bothertotellher.Iwassittingonthekitchen

counterhavingabreakfast.Ididn'twearmy

schooluniform,justaboyfriendJean,oversized

Adidast-shirtandblacktimberland.Iwas

waitingforAsemahletofinishupsowecango.

AsmuchasIdidn'tknowwhattotellthese

peopleallIwantedwastobefreefromthese

chains.Butwilleveryonebelieveme?Will

Asemahlelookatmethesameway?Idon't

knowwhattosayhonestly.Iheardabeepfrom

mycellphone.Itookitanditwasamessage

fromanunknownnumber***

~~MESSAGE~~

"SPEAKTHETRUTH"

***Itookadeepbreathwithmyeyesclosed***



Ase:BackToearthSiya.

Me:I'mjustnervousMahle.

Ase:Willyoutellmenoweverythingthatis

goingon?

Me:Youwillfindoutsoon.Shallwe?

Ase:Okayletsgo.

***Wewalkedout,lockedthedoorandtooka

taxi.Iwasn'trelaxed.Mymindwasfilledwith

"whatifs".Nervouswasslowlyeatingmeinside.

WearrivedandIwantedtojustgobackhome,I

can'tdothisNo***

Me:MahleIcan't.Iwannagobackhome.

Ase:We'reherenow.It'stimetotelleveryone

thetruthandhowyoufeel.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatIfeelAsemahle..

Ase:Thisistheonlychancetospeakupthe

truthSiya.Ifyoukeeponrunningawayfromit

tellmewillyoubeabletostandupforyourself



infuture?Thinkaboutthegirldaddyraised.I'm

prettysurethatdaddidn'traiseacoward.

***Shewipedmytearsandkissedmy

forehead***

Ase:I'llbewithyouineverystepofyourway.If

youfeelscaredjustlookatmydirection.

***Inoddedandsheheldmyhandandwe

walkedtothehall.YOH!Itwasfullypacked.My

heartmovedfromitsplacetomythroat.When

weenteredeveryonelookedatmydirection,

othersweretakingpictures.IsqueezedAse's

handandshegavemeawarmsmile.***

Ase:Youcandothis.

***Itookthedeepestbreaththenwalkedtothe

frontseat.Momwasgivingmea"Don'tdouble

crossme"look.Iswallowedhardthenquickly

facedthefront***

Principal:Oklookslikethepersonwe'vebeen

waitingforishereandnowwecanproceed.



FirstlyIwouldliketoaskforforgivenessto

everyparenthere.We'resoembarrassedabout

everything.Wedon'thaveanswerstoeverything

butSiyasangaDlaminihastheanswerto

everyone'squestion.MissDlaminipleasecome

andanswerthesequestionsandtellnothingbut

thetruth.

***Islowlystoodupandwenttothefrontstage.

Ilookedatmomwhogavemeadeathstare..

Tearsrolleddownmycheeksandiquickly

wipedthem.Iclosedmyeyesandsilently

prayed.Itriedtotalkbutwordsfailedme...I

lookedaroundandTshidisowaslookingatme,

seeinghisfacewasallIeverwanted***

Me:I...I...Iwasraisedbybothmomanddadbut

whenIwas4yearsoldmompassedon.Dad

hastobefatherandamothertome,yesIt

wasn'teasymydaddymadesurethatIfelt

worthy,loveandhemadesurethatInever

doubtmyself.HemadesurethatI'mprotected



andthatIhavedreams.Lifewithhimseemed

likeanadventureandhislovewasenough.Not

toforgetthathealwaysremindedmehow

muchhelovedmeandhowbeautifulIwas.He

madesurethatIknow.Iwasmyfather's

daughter.Ialwayswantedawomaninmylife

sincemomleftmeatayoungerage,Iwanteda

mother'slovelikeanyoneofyouhere.

***Itriedtowipethembuttheykeptcoming***

Me:Thenonedaydadtoldmehe'sgonna

marrysomeoneelse.IwashappythatfinallyI

willhavemother'slove.IwelcomedherandAse

withwarmhands.Shewouldbuymeclothes,

giftsandmakeallofuslaugh.Butwhentime

wentbythingsstartedtochange.Myfather

diedandshegotachancetogetintome.She

wouldhitme,insultmeandmakemecleanthe

house,dothelaundry,sheevenfiredthehouse

helper.

***IkeptquietforsometimeandAse'seyes



werered.Somewerecrying***

Me:IrememberonedayIwascookingandthe

foodburnt,thatdayIsleptoutsideincold.

Asemahlewouldbegandbegthengavein.I

wastoleratingallherinsultsbutthingsbecame

worse.

***IlookedatherwithandIfeltlikejumpingon

herandkillher.Mybloodwasboiling.***

Me:Idon'tknowwhathappenedtothemoney

dadleftforusandshetoldmeshehadaplan

tokeepusalive.

***Ishookmy

headwithtearsfalling***

Me:ShetoldmeIhavetosleepwitheveryman

sowecangetmoney.

***Thecrowdroared.Iwasstartingtoget

angry***

Me:SHEDIDN'TGIVEMEACHOICE.



***Aselookedathershakingherheadcrying***

Me:SHETOLDMETHATIWILLDOITLIKEIT

ORNOT.SHESTARTEDBYBRINGINGTHEMIN

THEHOUSETOTAKEMETHENITENDEDIN

CLUBS.

***Ikeptquiettryingtofighttheangerthatis

rising***

Me:Itwasn'teasybecausesomewouldhitme

ifIdon'tfollowtheirorders,otherswouldrefuse

acondomandthensomewouldtakeofftheir

angerinmeandguesswhat?Ihadtoletthem

bebecauseofmoney.Ithurts....Ithu..rts

knowingthatsomeoneIdon'tevenknowtook

myinnocence,theprideofmymother'sjoy,the

priceofmyfather'scows,society's

measurementsofdecencyinawoman,my

futurehusband'sfaithfulness.

***IfeltasharppainpiercingmyheartandI

screamed***



Me:Ithurts.Iwasraisedbetterthanthis.Today

I'majoke,adisgrace,ashamebecauseofthe

personIcall"mother"..

***Asemahlerantothestageandhuggedme

whileshewashystericallysobbing***

Ase:I'mso..so...sorrySi..y...aI'msorry.

Me:IhateyouNolubabalo.

***MyAccountingteacherMissFrauess

Huggedmeandshewascryingtoo.Principal

waslookinguptryingtofighthistears,many

peoplewerelookingatmewithpityandothers

werecryingshakingtheirheads.Mom?Shewas

embarrassedandlookingdown.Icaredless.***

Me:Namhlanjendiphalazaimbiliniyam (today

I'mtakingoutmypain).

.

.

.



.

.

STAYTUNED♡

INSERTSIX

.

.

.

.

.

.

♡TSHIDISO♡

***I'vebeenSiya'sfriendsinceGrade8.She

wouldcometomewhenthere'ssomethingthat

eatsherandIwoulddothesame.Iwasangry

veryangryatherforhidingthisfromme.Istill

trynnaunderstandwhy.AftershetoldthestoryI

ranoutsideandcriedalmostmylungsout,I'm



herbestfriendbuthowcomeIdidn'tactsofast

towhatshe'sgoingthrough.I'msuchabad

friend.Istayedoutsideimaginingeverything

she'sbeento.Myheartwasbreakinginto

thousandofpieces***

Mom:Whatanevilwoman.Whodoesthat.

Whatashame?

Dad:Aiimosadiwakabathomonaabanapelo

(Aiiimywife,peopleouttheredon'thavehearts)

Mom:Thepoorchild.MayGodgivehermore

strength.

Dad:What'swrongTshidiso?

Me:I'mfine.Wecangohome.

Dad:Youdon'tlookfineTshidiso.Bothatake

eng?(What'sthematter?)

Me:Justthat...It'snothingwecango.

***Wegotinsidethecaranddrovestraight

home.Wegotinandranofftomyroom.I



switchedonmyphoneandIhad6missedcalls

fromSiyasanga.Iignoredandwenttotakea

showerthentookanap.Momwokemeup

tellingmethedinnerisready.Islowlywoke

downstairsandjoinedthem.Iwasn'teven

eating.Mymindwasfarfromhere,Ihaveto

helpSiyabuthow?***

Mom:You'renoteating.

Me:I'mnothungry.

Mom:Willyoutelluswhat'sthematter.Since

welefttheschoolyouweren'tyourselfTshidiso.

Me:I'msuchabadfriendmother.Shehasbeen

mybestfriendsincefirstdayinHighschool.

I'veseenhersmiles,laughter,happinessbut

todayIlearnedthatallhersmilesandlaughter

werefake.Actuallyshefooledusall.Everyone

thoughtshewasjustasmarthappysoulgante

wewerelookingatthedeadperson.TodayI've

learnedthatmybestfrienddiedlongtimeago.



***Iwipedmytearsaway***

Me:HowcomeIdidn'thearhersilentscreams?

Howcomeididn'tseethescarsinsideher?

Howcomeshefooleduswithsmilesknowing

exactlythatshe'shurtinside.

Dad:Whoyoutalkingabout?

Mom:IsitthatgirlwhoisAbu....

Me:Allshewantedwaslove,happinessand

momwhyeveryoneisthiscruel.

Dad:Gotlalokason(Itwillbefineson)

Me:When?

***Theykeptquiet***

Me:Exactly.

***Istoodupandleftthemshoutingmy

name.***

.

.



.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***Iwasevenscaredtofacemymom.Idon't

knowwhybutIfeltfear.Igothomeandlocked

myroom.SomethingtoldmetoprayandIdid

justthatwhenIwasdoneIheardaloudknock

onmybedroomdoor.Myheartstartedbeating

fastandIfeltaheavylampinmythroat.***

Mom:Vulalomnyangogqwirhakazindini(Open

thisdoorwitch)

***IkeptquietandIwasnowcrying,Idon't

knowwhybutIjustcried***

Mom:SiyasangaopenthisdoorbeforeIbreakit.

***IopeneditandsheslappedmesohardthatI

evenfellonthefloor***



Mom:Siyasangaclearyoudon'tknowwhatIdo

topeoplewhodouble-crossme.Youshouldask

yourmotheraboutmeyounglady.

Me:I'msorryma...ma

Mom:I'msorrynyanyamyleftfootman.You

startedthisandmydearI'llfinishitforyou.

***Iswallowedhardshakingfromfear***

Mom:SinceIdidn'tgetachancetodestroyyour

motherthenmydearI'llmakeyousufferthe

consequences.Iwill

destroyyoupiecebypiece.

***Sosheknewmymother?***

Mom:You'veputeverythingI'veworkedfor

insidethedrain.Siyasangayou'vepressedthe

wrongbutton.I'llmakesureyoudieaslow

painfuldeaththenletthedogsfinishyouoff

***Judgingfromherfacialexpressionshe

meanteverywordshesaid.***



Me:Pleasedon'thurtmeI'lldoanythingyousay

pleasedon'thurtme.

***Shelaughedevilly***

Mom:YoustartedawarwithmeandmydearI'll

giveyouworldwar4

Me:Idon'twantanyfightwithyouMama.

Mom:Andingonyokolittleorphan(I'mnotyour

motherlittleorphan)Wellyoustartedthefight.

Me:ButwhathaveIdonetoyou?Why?Whydo

youhatemesomuch?

Mom:Becauseyou'reNonhle'schildand

whoeverisrelatedtoherismyenemysobaby

prepareyourselfitsabouttogodown.

***ShewinkedatmeandIstoodupandstarted

pacingaroundthehousethinkingwhatIwas

gonnado.Istoodupandtooktheblackcard

thatdadleftforme.ItookabagandPacked

myclothesthere.XolwenikodwaIcannotrisk



mylifeandIstillhaveanabortiontodo.Iwent

tothekitchenandmadeabiglunchbox

becauseIdon'tevenknowwouldIgoandI

knowTshidisoisdisgustedbyme.Who'll

befriendaprostitutemaar?Ipackedthe

lunchboxandIwaiteduntileveryonewentto

bed.Around12amIwenttocheckonmomand

shewaspeacefullyasleep.Ireturnedtomy

roomandtookmybag.Iwasninjawalking

makingsureIdon'tmakeanynoise.Ileftthe

houseandtrustmewhenIsayIdidn'tknow

whereIwasgoingbutIwasgoing.Itwasdark

andscaryandthisistheonlychoiceIhave***

Me:Dad,MomandGodpleaseguideme.

Protectme.

***IwascryingallthewaytoIdon'tknow.

Therewasalightpiercingmyeyescomingfrom

thedistance.Iclosedmyeyesanditwasacar.

itstoppedinfrontofmeandthedriverrolled

downthewindow***



Guy:Needalift?

Me:NothanksI'mfine.

Guy:It'sthemiddleofthenightandyou'renot

evenafraidofanything.

Me:AsIsaidI'mfine.

Guy:Ican'tleaveyouhere.It'sverydangerous

outhere.ComeinandI'lltakeyouanywhereyou

want.Ipromise.

***Isighedandgotinsidethecar***

Guy:I'mLuniko

Me:Ok.

Guy:Andyou'reare?

Me:Siyasanga

Luniko:Sowhereyou'regoing?

Me:Idon'tknowprobablyfarfromhere.

Luniko:Ranawayfromhome?



***Inodded***

Luniko:Why?Holdareyou?

Me:Irathernottalkaboutit.I'mturning17soon

Luniko:Okay

***Wekeptquietandafteradrivewewerein

CenturionandIlivedinMidrandsothisisnot

theplaceIwantedtobe.Centurionisvery

closedtoMidrand***

Me:WhatamIdoinghere?

Luniko:Stayhereforthenight.

Me:NoIshouldkeepongoing.Bye.

***Heblockedmyway.I'mnotlettingyougoat

themiddleofthenight.

Me:SoI'llsleephere?

Luniko:Yeahcomeinside.

Me:No.Whoyoulivewith?

Luniko:Mom,dadandoldsister



Me:IthinkIshouldn'tbehere.I'mastrangerso

howcanyoutrustme?

Luniko:BecauseIdon'thavetrustissues.Come

in.

***Iwasdebatingwithmymindsoeventually

mymindwon.Weslowlywalkedinsideand

greattherewasnoone***

Luniko:Come

***Wegotinsidetheroomandthehousewas

beyondbeautiful.Damnhisroomwasthesize

ofthesittingroomfromthehouseIlivedin.

Thesepeoplemustberich,Isaidthatinmy

mind.***

Luniko:Youcanputyourbagshereandusemy

bed.

Me:Whereyougonnasleep?

Luniko:Onthefloor.

Me:NoyousleeponthebedI'llsleeponthe



mat.

Luniko:Please.

***InoddedeventhoughIfeltbad.Hetookthe

blanketandthepillowandsleptonthefloor.I

alsogotinsidethecovers,atfirstIcouldn't

sleepthinkingaboutthewholesaga.Wherewill

Igotomorrowmorning?WhatwillIdo?What

aboutschool?Thesequestionskeptrepeating

inMyminduntilIdozeoff***

INSERTSEVEN
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♡ASEMAHLE♡

***Morningcame,Ididallmyroutinestookmy

bagandwenttothekitchen.Imademyselfa

breakfastthenate***

Mom:WheredidSiyasangago?

***Mxmthiswomandisgustmeyazi.Ikept

quietfocusingonmyfood.***

Mom:NdiyabuzaAsemahleuphiuSiyasanga

(I'maskingAsemahlewhereisSiyasanga?)

Me:I'mnotherkeeper.

Mom:UthethanabanikanjaloAsemahle?(Who

youtalkingtolikethatAsemahle?)

Me:NyweNyweNyweNywe.Istheresomeone

elseinthishouse?Khondiyekemna(justleave

mealone.)

Mom:OhsoyouknowwhereSiyais.You

helpedherpackherbagsandrunaway.

***Packherbagsandrunaway?.Istoodupand



pushedherthenwenttoherroom.Therewas

noone,Icheckherwardrobeandnothing

inside..***

Me:Ohsoyoukickedherout?

Mom:WhywouldIdothat?

Me:YouarewickedNolubabalo.You'reanevil

woman.

Mom:CalmdownAse.

Me:Calmdownyourflatassmaan.I'dratherbe

anorphanthanlivewithsomeonelikeyou.

TodayIpromiseyouuzobhadlaejele(You'llrot

injail)

***IpushedherandwalkedouttoschoolandI

sawTshidisobythegate***

Me:Whatdoyouwanthere?

Tshidiso:IsSiyasangaaround?

Me:Whydoyoucare?



Tshidiso:BecauseI'mherbestfriend.

Me:Bestfriend?OhIseewhenyouleftthehall

likethat.Whenyouignoredhercalls.Tellme

whatkindofa"bestfriend"areyou?

Tshidiso:I'mheretoexplaineverythingtoher.

Me:Explain?Explainwhatexactly?

Tshidiso:Asemahlejeezcutbesomeslack.Is

Siyainorno?

***Ikeptquiet***

Me:Sheranawayfromhome.

Tshidiso:Yeahfunny.

Me:HaibowhywouldIjokelikethis.Okgoon,

goinsideandcheckherroom.Sheranaway

fromhome.

Tshidiso:Why?How?When?Wheredidshego?

***Ishrugged***

Me:ButIthinkmomhassomethingtodowith



that.

Tshidiso:YourMomisonewickedwitch.Today

she'lltelluswhereisSiyasanga.

***Heturnedandwalkedaway.Helookedangry

though.Ialsowenttobusstoptocatchataxi

toschool***

.

.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***Iwokeupearly,Lunikowasupalreadybut

notintheroom.Imadeabedthensatontopof

it,Iwasstillwearingyesterdayclothes.Luniko

cameinsidewithatrayoffood.***

Luniko:Breakfastisservedwithawarmheart



andhands.

***Hesmiledexposinghisdimples***.

Me:NothanksIhavetoleavenow.

Luniko:Towhere?

***Ikeptquietandshrugged***

Me:Idon'tknowbutI'llfindaway.

Luniko:Eatwhileyoustillthinkingaboutwhere

you'regoing.

***Istooduptookmyteethbrush,soupand

towelandwenttotheensuitbathroom.I

brushedmyteeth,washedmyfacedriedandhe

gavemealotionthenIreturntoeatmyfood.

Hewasstaringatme***

Me:Staringisrudebruh.

Luniko:You'reverybeautiful.

***Ifyouknewmyhistoryyouwouldn'tsay

that***



Me:Thanks.Pleaseturnaround.

Luniko:Why?

Me:Ican'teatwhileyou'restaringatme.You

willhatemeafterthis.

***Helaughed***

Luniko:Letmeguessyou'reafoodkiller?

Me:Correct.

Luniko:I'malsoone.Sobefree.

Me:Nojustturnaroundplease.

***Hechuckledandturned.Iatemyfood

quicklythenwenttobath.Ilotionedandwore

myblackjumpsuitandblacksandals.Someof

you'rewonderingwhereIgettheseniceclothes

buttruthissomeIboughtthemlastyearwhen

dadwasstillaroundandIamalsousingablack

carddadleftforme.AfterthatIreturnedtohim.

Hewaslookingatmemorelikeadmiringme***

Me:Shallwe?



Luniko:Yeahyeah.Wowyourbodygirl.

***Ichuckledandwelefthisroomandflipthe

motherandfatherwerehere.Istartingbeing

nervous***

Luniko:I'msorryIdidn'tknowtheywereup.

***Hewhispered***

L'smom:HaiboLunikowho'sthisbeautifulgirl?

Luniko:Afriendmom.

L'sDad:Friend?Orgirlfriend?

Luniko:NodadImetheryesterday.

L'smom:Heyyounglady.

Me:He...heymother.

L'smom:I'mLuniko'smotherSibahleandyou

are?

Me:I'mSiyasanga.

L'sdad:Surname?



Me:Dlaminitata(father)

L'sdad:Ohwhereyoufrom?

Me:Midrand

L'smom:Ohandthebags?

Luniko:Sheranawayfromhome

***Igavehimadeathstare***

Luniko:I'msorry.

L'sdad:Why?

Me:It'salongstorytata(father)

L'sdad:Sowhereyougoingnow?

Me:I...uh..Idon'tknowbutI'llsee.

L'smom:Parents?

Me:Theydied.

L'smom:OhI'msorrynana.Whowereyou

livingwith?

Me:Stepmother.



L'sdad:Wehereyoumydaughter.

Me:Bendisacelaindlelakebant'ubadala(CanI

gopleasemyadults)

L'smom:Nodearyoucanliveherewithus.In

factuAviweisinVarsity,sheleftthismorning.

L'sDad:Yesdear.Thishouseisbigenoughand

youcanstay.

Me:Enkosikodwa(Thankyoubut)Icannotstay.

Youhardlyknowme.

L'sdad:Nonsensethisisyourhometoo.Luniko

takethesebagtotheguestsroom.Comeand

sithere.

***Lunikowassmilinglikeitshislastdayon

earth.Islowlywalkedtositwiththem***

L'smom:Howoldareyou?.

Me:I'mturning17infewmonthsmama.

L'sdad:Grade?



***Ifeltlikecryingwhenheaskedthat***

Me:11father.

L'smom:You'realmostdonenana.Don'tyou

wishtogoback?

***Ijustcried***

Me:Schoolismyfirstprioritymotherbutthe

situationIwaslivinginforcedmetoleave

everythingandrunaway.Ipromisedmydad

thatI'llmakehimproudonedayandallmy

dreamsI'llmakethemcometrue.

***Luniko'smomheldmyhand***

L'smom:Pleasetelluswhatreallyhappened

nanasowecanhelpyou.

Me:Somuchhashappenedmama.

***Itoldthemeverything.Luniko'smotherwas

intearswhenIwasdone.Luniko'sdadstoodup

andleftus***

L'smom:Itwillbefinemylove.



Luniko:Soyouhavetodoanabortion?

***IlookedathimandIdidn'tknowheheard

everything.Hiseyeswerepuffyandred***

Me:Yes.

L'smom:Comeherenana.

***SheopenedarmsformeandIfellonthem.I

feltsaferonherarms.

L'smom:Pleasehelpmebakesomemuffins.

***Ismiledandstoodup,wewereinakitchen

andwestartedbaking.Shestartedtellingme

storiesandforthefirsttimeinagesIwas

laughingandfree.Afteranhourweweredone.

ShewenttobathsoIwaswithLuniko***

Luniko:I'msorryforwhatyou'vebeenthrough.I

canimagine.

Me:It'sfine.

Luniko:Fromtodayiwillprotectyouandmake

sureyou'resafe.



***Ismiled***

Me:Howoldareyou?

Luniko:17years

Me:Aintyousupposedtobeatschool?

***Hegroanedwithannoyance.Igiggled***

Luniko:It'smydayoff.InfactI'mnotafanof

school.

Me:Grade?

Luniko:12

***Inodded***

Me:Wherewereyoufromlastnight?

Luniko:IwantedtogetsomeairluckilyImet

you.Iguessitwasadestiny.

***InoddedandSibahle(Luniko'smom)came

downlookingwowish.She'sstillaladyIsee.

She'sayellowbonish,withalovelybody,small

chineseeyes,shortdreadlocks,sharpnoseand



beautifulmidlips.Lunikoisnotfarfromhis

momjudgingfromthebeauty***

L'smom:I'llbebackmybabies.Lunikoyou

bettertreatherwell.

Luniko:Iwill.

***Sheleft.Lunikowenttohisroom.Iatefew

muffinsthenwentoutside.Thehousewas

reallybeautiful.It'sadoublestorey.Therewere

4diffferentcars,Idon'tknowcarsbutwhatI

knowisthatthere'sani8.***

.
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♡TSHIDISO♡

***Iwasatschool.ItsbeendayssinceSiyaleft.

HonestlyIwasworriedabouther.Imissherso

muchandIjustpraywhereversheis,she'ssafe.

ThefirstperiodwasAccountingandtheteacher

startedteaching***

MissFrauess:Tshidiso.

Me:YesMissFrauess

MissFrauess:Pleasefollowme.

***Inoddedandstoodup.Wewenttothe

Principal'sofficeandtheyinstructedMetosit

down.***



Principal:WeknowthatyouandDlaminiare

closefriends,doyouknowwhereshemustbe?

Me:Nosir.Ihaven'tseenherfordaysnow.

Principal:Haveyougoandcheckherwhereshe

lives?

Me:Yessirandhersisterinformedmethatshe

ranawayfromhome.Nooneknowsabouther

whereabouts.

***Hebangedthedest***

Principal:Damn!

Me:Iseverythingokaysir?

Principal:Wehaveabigcompetitionfor

MathematicsinallGrade11saround.

Me:Butprincipal,Siyasangaisnotonlythebest

studenthere..Therearemany.

Principal:Youdon'tunderstandyoungman.

Siyasangaisoneofthetopstudentsinschool.I

haven'tseenhercompetitorsyet.Youmaygo



theclass.

Me:Yessir

***Istoodupandleft.***

.

.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***Iwasstilltryingtosettleinthisnewschool.I

don'thavefriendsyetandIsawthechartabout

Mathematicscompetition.AsmuchasIwanted

tobepartofitstillIcan't,IknowI'llseepeopleI

don'twannasee.WellitwasbreaktimeIwent

tothetuckshoptobuyapieandadrink***

"Hey"

***IturnedandItwasacolouredgirl.She's



reallypretty***

Me:Hi

Girl:I'mYolanda

Me:I'mSiyasanga.

Yolanda:You'reNew?

Me:Yeah.

***Shesmiled***

Yolanda:Wecanbefriendsifthat'sokay.

Me:I'dreallylovethat.

***Ismiledback.Atleastsomeonewaskind.***

Yolanda:Let'sgotomyclass.

Me:Sure

***WestartedwalkingandIbumpedtothis

cute13-14yearsoldboy.***

Boy:I'msorry.

Me:It'sfine.



***Hejustlookedlikemydadmorelikeayoung

versionofhim***

Yolanda:What'supwhyyou'restaringhimlike

that?

Me:Hejustlooklikesomeone.

***Weleft..She'salsoinGrade11butscience

class.Westartedeatingandchattinggettingto

knoweachother.Afterthatthebellrangshe

walkedwithmetomyclass***

Yolanda:I'llbeherebythetimeschoolknocks

out.

Me:Okay

***Schoolwasgreatblahblahblah..After

schoolYolandawasalreadywaitingforme.We

walkedhometogether***

Yolanda:Areyougoingtoenterforthatmaths

competition?

Me:No..You?



Yolanda:IwishbutI'mnotgoodin

mathematics.

Me:Comeon,justkeeponpracticingit

everydayandyou'llgetit.

Yolanda:Argwhat'sthepoint.

***Wewerechattingandlaughing.Thisreminds

meofTshidiso.Imisshimsomuch.Hesmy

bestieanditssohardtojustforgetabouthim.

Heknewhowtocheermeupandwhenever

there'ssomethingwrongIwouldgotohim.He

wasmybrother***

Yolanda:You'reokay?

Me:YesI'mfine

Yolanda:Butyou'recrying.

***Ididn'tnotice.Iwipedthem***

Yolanda:Youcantalktome.

Me:Ijustmissmybestfriendsomuch.



Yolanda:Ncooawhat'shername?

Me:Tshidiso.

Yolanda:Thatdoesn'tsoundlikeagirl'sname.

Me:He'snotagirl.We'vebeenfriendssince

Grade8.

Yolanda:Argmaanyou'llseehimduring

holidays.

Me:Iwon't.

Yolanda:Why?

Me:It'salongstory.

Yolanda:HowaboutweSkypeforhim.I'dreally

lovetoseehimtoo.

***Ilaughed***

Me:That'sagreatidea.

***WewenthomeandLunikowasbackfrom

schoolalready***

Me:Pleaseborrowmeyourlaptop.



Luniko:Firstintroducemetothissexyfriendof

yours.

***Irolledmyeyes***

Me:LunikothisismyfriendYolanda,Yolanda

that'smybrotherLuniko.

Luniko:Nicetomeetyoubeautiful.***He

winkedather***

Luniko:It'sinmyroom.

Me:Thanks.Let'sgoYolanda.

***Wewentupstairstohisroom.***

Luniko:Yourbrotherishotgirl

Me:Yeahbutstayawayfromhim.He'snot

goodforyou.

***Istartedsendingamessagetellinghimtogo

forSkype.After18minutesheloggedin.My

tearsescaped***

Tshidiso:Siya



***Helookedflabbergastedandhappyatthe

sametime***

Me:Tshidiso.

Tshidiso:OhmyGodit'syou.

Me:Imissyousomuch.

Tshidiso:Whereareyou?

Me:Ican'ttellyounowbutI'mhappyhere.

***Hecried***

Tshidiso:I'mgladyou'reokay.

Me:How'sAsemahle?

Tshidiso:Idon'tknowIhaven'tseenher.

Me:PleaseletherknowthatI'msafeandIlove

hersomuch.

Tshidiso:Iwill.Who'sthat?

Me:MynewfriendYolanda.

Tshidiso:Ohshe'scute.



***Westartedchattingandlaughing.Afterwe

hungupandItookYolandatothetaxirankand

returnhome.MomandDad(Luniko'sparents)

wereback.***

Me:Afternoon.

L'smom:Heynana.How'sschool?

Me:Greatthanks.

L'sdad:Aviweiscomingbackthisweekend.

Me:Oh.

***Idon'tknowwhybutIfeltlikethisAviwe

won'tlikeme***

L'smom:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Yesmother.Ihaveaworktodo.I'llbeback

bysupper.

***Ikissedtheircheeksandwenttomy

bedroom.IdidallmyhomeworkandafterItook

anap***



.
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I'llcontinuesoon♡
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♡NARRATED♡

Voice2:What'swrongNtando?Youlook

disturbedorsomething.



Voice1:MamaIsawthisgirltodayandshe

looksalotlikeyou.

Voice2:Really?Looklikemehow?

Voice1:Everythingmom.Hereyeseverything

mama.

Voice2:C'monNtando.I'msureyouwerejust

missingmethat'sall

Voice1:Nomama......orormaybeit'smysister

youoncetoldmeabout.Don'tyouthink?

***Shelaughed***

Voice2:youreallywanttomeetyoursister

hmm?

Voice1:Yeah..Mamayoupromisedmethe

timeweleftUKthatyou'llbringherherewithus.

Ialsowanttomeetdad.

Voice2:You'llmeetthembabe.Yourfatherwill

behappytoseeyou.Healwayswantedason

onedayeventhoughhe'llbeangryatmeIknow



hewillloveyou.

Voice1:Whenmama?I'mtiredofseeingyour

onlyfaceinthishouse.Ineedasisteranda

father.

Voice2:You'llmeetthemsoonIpromise.

***Shegavehimawarmsmile***

Voice2:Istillneedtofindawayofgoingthere.

WithNolubabalo..

***Sheshookherhead***

Voice2:Thatwomanisarealsnake.

.

.

.

♡SIYASANGA♡

***ItwasaFridaymorning.Iwokenotfeeling

well.Ididallmyhygieneroutinethenworemy

schooluniform.Icombmynaturalhairandtied



itneatly.Itookmybagandwentdownstairs.

Thefamwaseatingabreakfast***

Me:Goodmorning.

***Itookmysitanddishedformyself***.

Them:Hey

Luniko:Siyawon'tyouenterforthat

Mathematicscompetition?

Me:No

L'smom:Why?

Me:IknowI'llmeetpeopleIdon'twanttomeet.

Soyeah.

L'sdad:ButmydearIthinkit'stimetofightnow.

Me:Idon'thaveanyenergydadtofightnow.

L'sdad:Iwasjustsayingbecausethere'llbe

timetofightonedaysoprepareyourself.

***Ididn'tsayanything.AftereatingLuniko's

fatherdroppedmetoschool.Yolandawas



waitingforme***

Yolanda:Girl.

Me:Heyletsgoinside.

Yolanda:Sohow'syourbrotherdoing?

***Ichuckled***

Me:Whyyousoconcerned?

Yolanda:He'shotthough.Mexicanextrachill

sauce.

***Igiggled***

Me:Stayaway.He'saplayer.

Yolanda:Sowhat?Icanbehiscoach.

Me:Yolandadon'thurtyourselfbruh.Luniko

isn'tgoodforyou.

Yolanda:C'monSiya.Okaygivemehisnumbers.

***Ilookedather***

Me:No.



Yolanda:Argyousuck

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Yolanda:MxmbutwhatIknowisthathe'llsoon

bemineand......WHATTHEHELL?

***Iwasn'tevenpayingattention***

Yolanda:SIYASANGA

Me:What?

***Sheshowedmeapicofmenakedfromher

cellphone***

Me:Whatthefuckwhodidthis?

Yolanda:"Thebestpornographerhasdoneit"

Siyawhatthehell?

***Iwasstillfocusingonthepicture***

Me:Ithought.......Whodidthis?

Yolanda:Look.

***Therewasaposterofitonthewall.Iquickly

removedit***



Yolanda:Girlwhat'sgoingon?

Me:Someonewhohatesmemusthavedoneit.

Let'sgo.

***Wewalkedtomyclassandtherewereother

posts.IremovedthemandIheardthebig

laughter.Iturnedandmanylearnerswere

standingtheretakingpics***

Me:AllalongIthoughtitwasover.Actuallyit

canneverbeover.

Yolanda:Girlyou'retrending.

Me:Ican'tdothis.

***Irantothegirlsbathroom.Iclosedthedoor

andcried***

Me:Ithoughtitwasover.Howdidthishappen?

***Iheardaloudknock***

Yolanda:Siyait'smeopen.

***Istoodupandopened***



Yolanda:What'sgoingonwiththis?Isthisreally

you?

Me:IthoughtwhenIcamehereeverythingwill

bebacktonormalbutitjustbecameworse.It's

beenaweeksinceI'mherebutI'vealready

broughtadisgrace.

***Isatdownandcrieduncontrollably.Ifeltlike

vanishingfromthesurfaceoftheearth.Who

musthavedonethis?***

Yolanda:Willyoutellmewhatthefuckisgoing

on?

***ItoldhereverythingandthenIcriedsomuch.

Iwasstillsettlinginhere.Iwasstartingto

forgeteverythingbutsomeoneelsejustpulls

meback.WhathaveIdonesowrong?WhodidI

wrong?I'mjustacurse,Ishould'vediedalong

withmymother***

Yolanda:I'msorrySiya.I'mreallysorry.

Me:Sorrywon'tchangeanything.



***WiththatItookmybagandleft.Thegate

wasn'tclosedyet.Itookataxitohome.Igot

thereandmomwasabouttoleave***

L'smom:Siya?Ain'tyousupposebeatschool?

***Isaidnothingandcried.Sheembracedme

andwegotinside***

L'smom:What'swrongbabe?

Me:I'msuchadisgraceMam'Sbahle.Ihatemy

lifesomuch.I'mjustacurse.

L'smom:Nobabeyou'renotacurse.

Me:Iam.IwishIwasdeadrightnow.Idon't

seethereasontostayalive.WhenIcamehereI

thoughtmylifewillchangebut......

***Icriedsomuch***

L'smom:Nonana.Don'tsaythat.

Me:AtschoolIfoundmynakedpicturesposted

ineverywall.Ihavebeenthereforaweekbut

looknow.WhatdidIdotodeservethis?



***Luniko'smomSibahlewasalsocrying.***

Me:I'vebroughtshameherealso.Whyareyou

stillkeepingmehere?

L'smom:BecauseweloveyouSiyasanga.

You'reoneofusnow.Wecannotkickyouout

becauseofwhat'snotevenyourfault.You

didn'tchooseit.

Me:Whatdifferencedoesitmake?

L'smom:Godwillalwaysmakeawayforyou.

***Ilookedather***

Me:God?AreyoutalkingaboutthesameGod

whotookbothmyparents?ThesameGodwho

letmestepmotherilltreatme?ThesameGod

wholeteveryoneputmylifeinmisery?Ishethe

sameGodyou'resayingwillmakeawayforme?

***Shewipedmytears***

L'smom:It'senoughnowsisi.Everythingwillbe

okay.



Me:Idon'tthinkso.

***ShehuggedmesotightandafterIwascalm

shegavemesleepingpillsthenIwenttomy

roomIsleptimmediately***

.

.

.

.

.

♡MEANWHILE♡

***Nolubabalowascleaningthehouse.There

wasaknockonthedoor.Shewenttoopenand

BOOM!Theshockofherlife***

Voice:Wontyouinvitemein?

***Shemadeawayandclosedthedoor***

Nolubabalo:Usaphila?(Yourestillalive?)

Voice:Youdidn'tkillmeremembersohereIam



alive.

Nolubabalo:IlikeyourconfidenceNonhle.

Ufunantoniapha?(Whatdoyouwanthere?)

Nonhle:Fromyou?Nothing.Where'sBulelani?

(Siya'sdad)

***Nolubabalolaughed***

Nolubabalo:Wafa(Hedied)

Nonhle:Uthandaamajokesneh?(Youlove

jokes)I'mnotinthemoodforthem.There's

somethingImportantIneedtodiscusswithhim

ifyoudon'tmind.

Nolubabalo:Haikesishisgraveisnotfarfrom

here.Icantakeyou.

***Nonhlelookedatherandshesawthat

Nolubabalowasn'tjoking***

Nonhle:AndSiya?

Nolubabalo:Wabalekalowo(Sheranaway)



***Nonhlelookedather**

Nonhle:Behonestforonceinyourlife

Nolubabalo.

Nolubabalo:I'mtoooldforlies

Nonhle:Ihopeyoudidn'ttouchherbecause

you'llseethebeastinsideme.

Nolubabalo:Youseeshe'snotthesizeIdeal

with.Iwasgonnathrowhertohersizes.But

wena...I'mgladyou'reback.

Nonhle:YoukilledBulelanibitch.

Nolubabalo:Thatone?Ididn'ttouchhimbuthis

sizesdid.

Nonhle:WhatdoyouwantfrommeNolubabalo?

Nolubabalo:Ihavetothinkaboutthatbutit's

gonnabefun.Waitforit.

***Nonhlestoodtallandfacedher***

Nonhle:Bringiton.IswearNolubabaloyou'lltell



mewheremychildisandifyoudon'tncncnc

ncnc

***SheswallowedhardlookslikeNonhlehitthe

nerve***

Nonhle:I'mbacktofightforwhat'smine.I'm

tiredofhidingnow.I'vebeengonefor13years

butnowI'mback

***Sheevillaughed***

Nonhle:You'llseeNonhle'sotherside.I'llmake

yourdeathlooklikeanaccident.That'snota

threatbutapromise.

***Shetookherbagandleft.Nolubabalo

startedsweatingandshaking.***

Nolubabalo:BITCH

INSERTTEN

.

.
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***Iwasinthesittingroomwatchingtv.It'sa

SaturdayandIhavenothingtodo***

Luniko:Sister

Me:Hi

Luniko:Momtoldmeaboutwhathappened

yesterday.

Me:YeahandI'mnolongergoingtothatschool.

Luniko:Ngoba?(why?)

***Ikeptquietlookingatthetv***

Luniko:YouhavetofaceyourproblemsSiya.

Youcan'talwayshide.



Me:Youdon'tunderstanddoyou?Putyourself

inmyshoesLunikomaybe...maybeYouwill

understandhowIfeelrightnow.

Luniko:Siyasangathinkaboutthepromisesyou

madetoyourfather.Doyouthinkhe'llbehappy

toseeyougivingup.

***Ichuckled***

Me:He'stheonewhoputmylifeinmiseryand

forthatIdon'towehimanything.Hemaygoto

hellwiththat.

***Helookedatmewitheyespoopedout***

Luniko:Youdon'tmeanit,doyou?

Me:ReadmylipsImeanit.

***Hestoodup***

Me:Whereyougoing?

Luniko:I'mgoingtofetchAviweatairport.

Me:Uzohambanini?(Whenwillsheleave?)



Luniko:Wednesday.

***Imumbled"It'sgonnabealongweek"and

helaughed***

Luniko:She'saniceperson.

***Ishruggedandheleft.Istoodup,washed

thedishesandwenttositatthebalcony.Isaw

YolandaatthegateandIwenttoopenupfor

her***

Yolanda:Howareyou?

Me:Idon'tknow

Yolanda:There'ssomethingIneedtotellyou.

***Ilookedatherandhereyeswerepuffylike

shewascrying***

Me:Youokay?

Yolanda:Canwegoandsitsomewhere?

Me:Let'sgotothepool.

***Wewenttheandputourfeetinsidethe



water.Shelookedatmeforsometime***

Yolanda:Ithinkyou'renottheonlypersonbeing

tortured.

Me:Whoelse?

***Shedidn'tsayawordandcried***

Me:Yolatalktome.

Yolanda:SiyaI'vebeenlivingwithasecret

insideme.

Me:Whatsecret?

Yolanda:SiyaI'vebeenraped4timesinmylife.

***Ilookedatherwithmymouthopened***

Yolanda:Myunclewassleepingwithmeby

force.Hewouldbeatmeintoapulp.WhenItell

himthatI'lltellmymotherhethreatenedtokill

me.Ihadtopretendtobehappyformywhole

entirelife.Ihadtolethimmakemehissex

slave.



***Icriedwithher***

Yolanda:Ithoughthelovedmeashisniecebut

no...noHelovedmeashiswife.

***Ihuggedhersotight.OhdearGodwhydo

youletsuchthingshappen?Icouldseethehurt

insideher.Icouldseethebrokengirlinher.She

hidallherscarswithsmile.***

Yolanda:I'vebeenkeepingitallmylife

SiyasangaandnowitcametothepointwhereI

couldn'ttakeitanymore.Whathavewedone?

Whyus?Wehavetodosomething.

***Ilookedather***

Me:Somethinglike?

Yolanda:Idon'tknowbutwehavetofightnow.

Ithurtsknowingthatwe'vebeenrobbedbutdid

nothingaboutthat.

Me:Youmeangoingtothepolice?

***Shewipedtearsonherface***



Yolanda:Policeareuseless.Let'suseour

power.

***Ilookedatherconfused***

Yolanda:Youknowwhattheysay?

***Ishookmyhead***

Yolanda:Revengeissweet.It'stimewebeat

thesepeopleontheirowngame.

Me:How?

Yolanda:UseyourbrainSiyasanga.Ihavea

plan.Wewillgobacktothosepeoplewhohurt

anddestroythemonebyone.Wewillstartwith

Terrywhatwhat.Yourstepmotherwillbethe

last.

***Ilookedathernotsureaboutherdecision***

.

.

.
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.
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♡ASEMAHLE♡

***MomwasbusyinkitchenandIwas

watchingamoviewhenIheardaknockIwent

toopendamntherewasasexygorgeous

beautifulhotMexicanblackAmerican-like

woman.Istoodtherelookingatherwithout

sayinganything.SheclearedherthroatandI

snappedoutofit***

Me:H..heyma'amhowmayIhelpyou?

Woman:IsNolubabaloinhere?

Me:Yesyoumaycomein.

***ShecameinsideIwenttocallmom***

Mom:NonhleNonhleNonhle.

***Shedoesn'tlooklikeanAfricanmoslo



Nonhle***

Nonhle:Nolubabalo.

Mom:Whatbringsyouhere?

Nonhle:Zinyawo(Feet)

Mom:Funny.Iseeyou'vegrownsomeballs

***Nonhlechuckled***

Nonhle:Didyoufindher?

Mom:Who?

Nonhle:Don'tsaywho,youknowI'mtalking

aboutSiyasanga.

Mom:I'mnotadetectiveoranythingsoshe

won'tbefoundbyme.

Nonhle:Nolubabalondizokucengafor2

minutesYazi(I'llbegyoufor2minutesyou

know)

Mom:Youdidn'tleavemetotakecareofyour

child.I'mnotherkeeper.Idon'tknowwhereshe



is.

***Ehhwhatthehell?IsthatSiya'smom?***

Nonhle:Don'ttestmypatience.

Mom:ohIalmostforgot.Youwerehidingfrom

meIwonderwhyyouback.

***ShefakedthesmileandthisNonhlelady

wasbeyondangry***

Nonhle:I'mbackbecauseI'mnolongerscared

ofyou.Andthepersonyouseeisnotthatold

sameNonhlewhowasacoward.Jonga(look)

You'retheonlywitchnow,I'malsoone.I'm

givingyou36hourstofindmychildifnotI'll

moptheflawwiththatuglyfaceofyourthen

***Shelookedatmomfromheadtotoe***

Nonhle:Youwon'tknowwhathitsyou.I'll

destroyyoupeacebypeace.Findmychild

Mom:I'mnotscaredofyouremptythreats

Nonhle.



Nonhle:Whateveryoucallitbutdon'tsayI

didn'twarnyou.

***Shewinkedandleft***

Me:Udibenenentangayakho(You'vemetyour

size)

***Ilaughed***

Mom:Don'tyoudare.

Me:HeiiI'llcallhernowtofinishyou.Lookat

you,youlooklikeadogthatstoleanegg.

***Ilaughedsohardthatmystomachbeganto

hurt***

Me:Ilovethatfriendofyours.She'smyrole

model.TshisaNolubabalo.

***ShelookedatmeandIcouldseetheanger

wasrising.Shelefttoherroom***

Me:Youbetterstartrunning.

***Ishoutedafterher***



Me:Yeahneh.Karmaisabitch

INSERTTENCONTINUING
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***AfterYolandaleftIwenttomyroomtothink

abouteverythingshewastellingme.Imust

havefallenasleepbecauseLunikowokemeup

tellingmethesupperisready.Iworemy

slippersthenwentdownstairs.Iheardaloud

laughter.Theparentsweresittingwiththe

beautifulgirleating.***



L'smom:OhAviwemeetSiyasanga.Siyathisis

Aviwe.

Aviwe:WhoawaityoulooklikesomeoneIknow.

***Isatdown***

L'smom:Who?

Aviwe:Ahhh....LeandraCampbell.Shewas

bornherebutlefttoUKforpersonalreasons.

She'sbacknowhereinSouthAfrica.

***Theexcitementinherface***

Aviwe:She'sbeautifulmama.Verybeautiful.

You'dswearshe'snotanAfrican.Shewasthere

inVarsityaweekago,shetoldusherrealname

isNamhlaorNobuhlesomethinglikethat.She's

myrolemodelmom.Herbeauty.

***Sheclosedhereyesandsmiled***

Aviwe:Mamadamn.

L'sdad:SoSiyalookslikeher?



Aviwe:Yeahshedoes.Theymightberelatives

hey.

***Ikeptquietfocusingonmyfood***

Aviwe:Letmeshowyouherpicturedaddy.

***Shelookedatthepocketsanddidn'tfind

it***

Aviwe:Itmustbeinmybag.

Luniko:Shemustbereallybeautifulhey

Aviwe:Youhavenoidea.

***TheystartedtalkingandIwasjustquietjust

lookingthemhereandthere***

Aviwe:Sogirlwhereareyourparents?

Me:Theydied

Aviwe:Ohsohowdidyouendeduphere?

Luniko:Ibroughther.

***Aviwelaughed***



Aviwe:You'remotherTeresanow?Ormaybe

theSocialWorker?

***Ilookedatherandshesmiled***

Luniko:ComeonVee.

Aviwe:Iwasjustasking.

***AftereatingIwenttobaththenslept.Iwoke

upat10andwenttowashmyfaceandteeth

afterIwenttohavebreakfast.Thewholefam

gatheredinthetablewithaguy..Something

caughtmyattention.IlookedatthisguyandI

don'tknowhowbutIjustjumpedtohim***

Me:YOU!!

***Luniko'sfatherremovedmefromhim.Iwas

nowcrying***

Me:You!!Whatdoyouwanthere?

L'smom:CalmdownSiyasangaandtakeasit.

Me:Ican'tsitonthattablemother.Whatdoyou

wanthereTerry.



Aviwe:Soyouknoweachotherbabe?

***Ohsoit'sherboyfriend***

Terry:ChillSiya

Me:Don'tfuckencallmyname.You'vemessed

upwithmylifesonofthebitch

***IwenttohimbutLuniko'sfatherquickly

grabbedme***

Me:You'vereallymessedupwithmylife.

***Isatdowncrying***

Me:Howdoyoueveneatwithhim.I'mthis

messbecauseofhim.Youknowhowmuchyou

havetaken?You'vetakenmywholeentirelife.

Luniko:Siyacalmdown.

Me:Hehurtmesobad.Hetookmyvirginity.

Them:WHAT?

***IcriedsoloudI'msurepeoplepassingby

must'veheardtoo***



Me:IhateyouTerry

Terry:IcanexplainSiyapleaselistentome.

Me:Listen?Imustlistenthatyouboughtme?

Thatyouhadsexwithmewithoutmy

permission?

***Luniko'smomhuggedme.***

Luniko:Sonofabitch

***Hepunchedhimonthestomachand

groanedwithpain***

L'sdad:STOPITLUNIKO!

Me:Why?Why?

***Istoodupwithtearsflowinglikea

waterfall***

Terry:SiyaI'msorry.

Me:Yoursorrywon'tbringbackwhatI'velost.

YouandthatsnakecalledNolubabalowillburn

inhell.



***Luniko'smothertriedtocalmmedownbutI

feltlikekillingherrightnow.Ifeltasharppain

andIlostmybreathrightthere***

Aviwe:Nomama.....Lunikobringwaterforher

***Itriedtobreathbutnothing.IfeltlikeIwas

suffocating."Siyaholdondon'tcloseyoureyes"

ThosearethewordsIheardbeforepassing

out***

MYLIFEWITHANEVILSTEPMOTHER
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***Iwokeupfromthesoundofmachines.I

triedtoopenmyeyesbutthelightwastoo

bright.Islowlyopenedthem,Sibahlewassitting

nexttobedandAndile(Luniko'sdad)was

standingbythedoor.Imovedmyhand***

L'smom:NanaYou'reawake

L'sdad:ThankGod.Howyoufeelingrightnow?

Me:W..at..er.

***Sibahlepouredmewaterandhelpedme

drinkit***

Me:Whathappened?

L'smom:Youcollapsed

***Ireminiscedwhathappenedandthetears

escaped***



L'smom:I'mherebaby.Everythingwillbeokay.

Me:HowlonghaveIbeenhere?

L'sdad:5hours

***Inodded***

Me:CanIgohomeplease.

L'sdad:Yesthedoctorsaidyouwillgowhen

youwakeup.I'llgofindhim.

***Hewentoutandcamebackwiththe

doctor***.

Dr:MissDlaminihowareyou.

Me:Iwannagohome.

Dr:Wegonnadischargeyouonlyifyoupromise

methatyou'llcontrolyourangerbecauseit's

notgoodforyourhealth.Youhadapanicattack

buteverythingisundercontrol.I'veexplained

everythingtoyourparents.Takeiteasy.Oneof

youmustsignthesedischargingforms.



***Sibahlesignedthemthenweleft.WhenIgot

homeLunikohuggedmesotightandkissedmy

cheeks***

Luniko:Don'tdothatagain

***Ismilefaintlyathim***

L'sdad:Siyasangathere'ssomethingweneed

totellyou.

***Ilookedathimanditsoundedserious***

Me:ShouldIbeworried?

L'sdad:Nobabebutyouhadavisitorearlierin

hospital.Youcouldn'tseeherbecauseyouwere

sleeping.

***Hesighed***

Me:Who'sshe?IsitNolubabalo?

L'smom:Yesandshecamewithsomeone.

Terrybroughtthem.Wetoldthemtoleaveand

cometodayat4pmbecausethatwasn'tagood

time.Theyshouldbehereinanhour.Youcan



goandfreshenup.

***Inoddedandmymindstartedactingup.

WhatIfNolubabaloisheretotakemebyforce?

Whatifsheforcesmetogobacktobea

prostitute?Iwenttotakealongbath.Idried

myselflotionandworeashortandanoversized

t-shirtwithslippers.Itiedmyhairneatlythen

wentdownstairs.***

Luniko:Yazwena

***Hesaidscanningmybodythenbitehis

lowerlips***

Me:Fuckoffdude.

Luniko:Iregretbringingyouhere.

Aviwe:Why?

Luniko:Idon'thaveachancetoaskheroutto

bemywoman.NowIhavetoactlikeabrother

toyou.

Me:Mxm



Luniko:I'mforrealbutheywenotbloodsister

andbrotherso....

Aviwe:Removethatthingonyourmind.Siya

willbedamnedtodateyou.

Me:ThanksVeeandyou'renottheseedIplant

with.

***Westartedteasingeachotherandstuff.

AfterSibahlecalledustothesittingroom.We

wentthereandmyeyesmetNolubabalo'seyes.

Iswallowedhardshakingfromfear***

L'smom:SitdownSiya

Aviwe:MOM!

***Shescreamedexcitedlylookingatthelady

sittingnexttoNolubabalo.Icouldn'tseeher

becauseshewasn'tfacingmydirection***

Aviwe:LeandraCampbell.OhMyGod.

***TheladylaughedandhuggedAviwe.I

couldn'tmovebecauseIwasscaredof



Nolubabalo.***

L'sdad:Siyasanga

Me:Father.

L'sdad:Theseareyourvisitors.

***Theladylookeddownthenturnedtolookat

me.IstoodupquicklyrunningtoLuniko's

side***

Lady:Elothando

***That'sthenamemomusedtocallme***.

Me:Ma..ma?

***IwasstillhidingbehindLuniko***

Me:IsthatyouorI'mdreaming.

***ShestoodupandheldLunikotight***.

Lady:Nanandijonge(lookatme)

***Ilookedatherthenshookmyhead***

Me:Whoareyou?



Lady:It'smeNonhleyourownmother

Me:Butyoudied.

Mom:Ididn'tdie.Ihadtoleavethecountryfor

personalreasons.

Aviwe:Iknewitthattherewassomethinggoing

on.

Me:How?

Mom:Ihadtoleaveandfakemydeath.

***Ijustcriedlookingatherwithdisbelief***

Me:Nomymotherdied.

Mom:It'smeSiyasanga.I'malive.

Me:Thenifyou'remymotherwhydidyouleave

me?

***Shesighedtheninsistedmetositdown.I

satdownstillholdingLuniko***

Mom:I'myourmotherElothando.Yourreal

mother.Ihadtoleaveandfakemydeath



becausemylifewasinthreat.IwasscaredSiya.

Me:Thenyouthoughtofleavingmebehind?

Mom:Iknewthatwithyourfathereverythingis

well.Iknewthatshe'lltakecareofyouand

protectyoufromeverythingandeveryone.

***Ishookmyhead***

Me:YesmotherbutIalsoneededyouinmylife.

Daddyreallydidloveme,heprotectedme.But

doyouunderstandthehardshiphewasfacing

fromraisingagirlchildalone.

***Mytearsrolleddown***

Me:WhenIwasstartingmyGrade1hewas

theretellingmehowproudyouwillbeifyou

weretherewithme.Icouldseepaininhiseyes

mama.Eventhoughhetriedtobestrongjust

forme.

Mom:Siy....

Me:WhenIwasstartingmyperiods,doyou



knowhowhardthatwas?Icriedmomand

daddyaskedwhatwasthematter.Icouldn't

utterasinglewordbecauseIwasscaredof

whatwashappening.Hebeggedandbegged

formetotellhim.Isaidnothingandshowed

himmyblood.Hesaid"Sangababegoandbath

I'llbeback".Hehimselfwenttotheshoptobuy

sanitarypadsandcamebackandshowedme

howtouseit,howitshouldstay.Andthatis

whatyouhadtoteachmenotdaddy.

***Iwipedmytearsbutitwasuselessbecause

theykeptcoming***

Me:YouknowhowmuchIlongedformother's

love?mother'skiss,touchandhugs?

Mom:Icanex....

Me:Youdidn'tcarewhetherIstudiedorhappy

becauseyounevercared.Youwerethereout

therebutIfeltsolonely,infactyoumademe

whoIamtoday.



***Ilookedatherwithbloodshoteyes***

Me:Youchangedmeintothislonelyyounggirl

withoutapurpose.Doyouknowwhatthis

womandid?

***IsaidpointingatNolubabalo***

Me:Shesturbedmemilliontimesinthesame

spot.MamaIacceptedthiswomanasmy

motherbutshemademoneyusingme.Ithurts

knowingthatyouwereouttherebutnevergave

asingledamnaboutme.Thiswomanabused

memotherandmybodyisnotatease.Ihadto

sleepwitheverymaninthenameofmoneybut

youwereouttheredoingnothing.Lookat

yourself

Mom:Nolubabaloyoudidn'tdare

***Shestoodup***.

Me:Leaveheralonebecauseyouboththe

same.Don'tstandhereactinglikeyoucare.

LookatyourselfMom.You'rebeautifulvery



beautiful.You'reeatingmillionswhileI'mhere

eatingnothingbutapain.

***Shekneltinfrontofme***

Me:IunderstandNonhleDlaminidiedandthe

funnythingisinthatsamebodyLeandra

Campbellrose.

Mom:I'mherenowSiya.Pleasedon'tcry.

Forgivemenana.

Me:IforgiveyoubecauseIdon'twanthateto

consumeme.Butgobacktowhereyoucoming

from.

Mom:Siyasangaitwasn'teasybecausethe

verysamewomanwhotorturedyouistheone

whothreatenedtokillme.Ihadtosleepwith

oneeyebecauseIdidn'tknowwhatwould

happenifIwasn'twatching.Iwaspregnant

whenIlefttoUnitedKingdom.Ifearedformy

lifeandalsomyunbornchild'slife.

***Shewipedhertears***



Mom:IwasthinkingofyoueverysecondbutI

hadnothingtodoaboutit.IknewthatonedayI

wouldcomebackforyou.I'msorrySiyafornot

beingthereonyourfirstdayInPrimaryschool,

I'msorrythatIwasn'ttheretoteachyouabout

puberty,I'msorrythatIwasn'ttheretohear

yourcries.ButI'mbacknownana.IpromisedI

willdestroyeveryonewhotouchedyou.

***Idon'tknowhowbutIsawmyselfhugging

hertight.Icriedonherarmsuntilwewereboth

calm.***

Mom:I'mso..sorrybabe.Allyourpainswillbe

overnow.Momisback.

L'smom:Siya

***Ilookedupandsheopenedherarmsforme.

Iwenttothem***

L'smom:Iloveyoubabe.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.



***Wesatdown***

Aviwe:LeandradidItellyouthatyou'remyrole

model?

***Momsmiled.Nolubabalostoodupandran

outside.Nobodymindedher***

L'sdad:WhydoyoucallherElothando?

Mom:Becausewhenshewasbornshebrought

happinessandloveinus.Shewasmylovemy

everything.

***Iwasbusyhidingmyselfonherchest

gigglinglikeapreschoolgirl***

Luniko:Ncohshe'samama'sbaby.

***Welaughed.***

Mom:Areyoucomingwithme?

Me:IneedMamanddad'spermissionfirst

***Isaidlookingatthem***

L'sdad:Onecondition.Ifyouwillvisitusevery



nowandthen.

***Ismilednodding***

Luniko:Ihaveanannouncementtomake.

***Wealllookedather***

Luniko:Ihatebeingyourbrother.

L'smom:Why?

Luniko:Ilovehermama.

***HesaidmumblingIlaughedshakingmy

head.***

Me:GetalifeBruh

Luniko:Gowashyourface.You'reugly.

Me:Iloveyoubruh

***Herolledhiseyesblushing***
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♡NARRATED♡

***Nolubabalogotinsidethehousevery

frustrated.Shecouldn'tstopbreathingheavy

withanger***

Ase:Andthen?

Nolubabalo:Andthenwhat?

Ase:What'seatingyou?

Nolubabalo:Mxmkhondiyeka(leavemealone)

Ase:HmmDidyoufindSiya?

Nolubabalo:NyweNyiNyoNywa..Youcan'tjust

keepquietneh.Youalwaystalkandtalk.

Ase:Okbeforeyouswallowmeletmehateand

leaveyouinpeace.



***Shestoodupleavinghermotherthere.

Nolubabalostartedpacingaround***

Nolubabalo:NoNoIhavetodosomethingreal

quickorelseI'llbefinished.

***Shesatdownplayingwithherhands***

Nolubabalo:Ihavetofindawaytodestroy

them.

***Shestoodup***

Nolubabalo:WhatcanIdo?Argggggg

***Shescreamedwithherhandsonherhead***

Nolubabalo:ThinkNolubabaloThink

***Shekeptquietforsometime***

Nolubabalo:MaybeIcan......Nothatwon'twork

***Shesatdownagainandputhandsonher

faceandstartedthinking***

Nolubabalo:Yes!!

***Shestoodupwithasmileonherface***



Nolubabalo:HowcanIforgetNontsasa?(her

witchfriend)

***Shelaughedwickedly***

Nolubabalo:GoodthinkingNolubabalo.Thatgirl

ncncncncshe'llknowmeverywell.Iwilllet

herenjoythisfabulouslifeforaweekor2then

makeherlifemiserable.I'llmakesurethat

whoeverisclosedwithherhateshertothecore.

I'llmakesurethatnooneImeannoonecares

abouther.Hermotherwillregretfindingher.

***Shelaughedclappingherhands***

Nolubabalo:SiyasangaElothandoDlaminiyou

don'tknowwhat'scomingonyourway.Saybye

byetoeveryoneclosetoyoubecauseyour

existencewilljustdisgustthem.

***Shetookherbagandwenttooutwitha

smileonherface***

.



.

.

.
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***IwassittingwithMomandNtando(new

brother)watchingt.v.Iwashappythatmymom

washerewithmealive..SheisaLawyerand

haveLawfirmsofherownabroad.She'svery

loaded.***

Me:MamaandBabybroit'stimeIhitthebed.

Haveagoodnight.

Ntando:GoodnightSis

***Ismiledkissingtheircheeksthenwent

upstairs.Ichangedintosleepingclothesand

beforeIcouldgotobedtherewasacoldwind

blowingintomyroom.Isatdownburyingmy

headthenIheardvoices***



"PRAYSIYASANGAPRAY"

***Itriedtolookaroundtryingtoseewhowas

thatbutIsawnooneandthevoicekept

repeating***

"PRAYSIYASANGAPRAY...PRAYSIYASANGA

PRAY"

***Icriedclosingmyearsandeyes***

Me:Dearfatherhelpmeprotectme.What's

goingon?

***Aftersometimethewindstopped.Iwentto

thewindowtocheckiftheywereclosedand

everythingwasfine***

Me:Whatthefuckisgoingoninthishouse?

***Isaidgoingtoclimbonmybed.Idozeoff

immediately.Iheardsomeonecallingmyname

Iopenedmyeyesanditwasmom***

Mom:Wakeupandgetreadytogotoschool.

Me:I'mnotgoing



***Isaidpullingtheblankets***

Mom:Why?

Me:Theyhateme

Mom:Nonsense.Comeongetup.

***ShepulledtheblanketsandIsatproperly***

Me:EveryoneknowsthatIwasaprostituteand

I'majokenow.

Mom:So?

***Ilookedather***

Me:SoIain'tgoing

Mom:Looknana.Iknowhowhardthisisfor

youbutyouneedtostandupforyourself.Ifyou

keeponrunningawayandhidingyouwon'tbe

happy.Iknowstandingupisthemostdifficult

thingtodo,yetit'stheonlywaytofind

contentmentandsenseofinnerpeace.Don'tlet

othersdefineyou,it'stheirproblemwhatthey

sayaboutyou.Youknowwhatisthebest



weaponyoucanuse?

***Ishookmyhead***

Mom:Smile.Smileisthebiggestweaponyou

canusetothosewhotrytopushyoudown.

Okay

Me:Okay

***EventhoughIwasn'tsureabouteverything

shesaid.Idraggedmyfeettothebathroom.I

didallmyhygieneprocess,driedmyself,

lotioned,woremyschooluniform,combmy

hairandtiedthemneatly.Iwentdownstairsand

hadabreakfastwithmynewfam.OhNtandois

inGrade8atNoordwykHighschoolwithme.

AftereatingmomdroppedusandYolanda

huggedmesotight***

Yolanda:Ithoughtyouwerenolongercoming

tothisschool.

Me:Ithoughtsotoo.



Yolanda:Whowasthat?

Me:Who?

Yolanda:Theonewhodroppedyouoffnow

now?

***IgiggledandItoldhereverything.Shewas

happyforme.Onourwaytotheclassthecold

windblewagain.Iclosedmyearsandeyes

tight***

"PRAYSIYASANGAPRAY"

Me:GOAWAY!

Yolanda:Siyawhat'swrong?

***Thewindstopped***

Me:Didyouhearthat?

Yolanda:What?

***Ilookedaround***

Me:Nothinglet'sgo

***Wewenttoourdifferentclassesandthe



surprisingthingisthatnoonespokeaboutme

orsaidsomethingbadaboutme.Iwasstill

confusedaboutthevoicesIheardearlier.Who

couldbethat?WhyshouldIpray?What'sgoing

on?ThosewerethequestionsIaskedmyself.

AfterschoolYolandafetchedmeinmyclass

andwestoodbythegatewithNtandowaiting

formomtofetchus.After10minutesshe

arrivedandYolandatookabus.Iwasquiteall

thewayhomestillthinkingaboutthose

voices***

Mom:Youokay

Me:Yeahjusthadalongday.

Mom:OhIwasthinkingmaybewecangofor

shopping.

Me:Canwedoittomorrow?

Mom:Noproblembabe

***Wegothomeandiwenttomyroom.My

mindtoldmetopray.IkneltdownandPrayed



afterthatmyheartstartedbeatingfastlike

someonenervous***

Me:What'sgoingonwithme.

Voice:Theworstisabouttohappen.Keepon

praying.BestrongSiyasangabestrong.It's

timetostaystrong.

Me:Whoareyou?

***Ilookedaround***

Voice:KeepprayingSiyasangakeeppraying

INSERTTHIRTEEN

.

.

.

.

.

.



.

♡NARRATED♡

***NolubabalogotinNontsasa'shousereally

frustratedandfuming.Nontsasalookedather

andcontinuewithwhatshewasdoing***

Nolubabalo:Youwon'tbelievewhatIsawin

MallofAfricatoday.Thatslutplayinghappy

familywithhermotherandherbrother.

Nontsasa:So?

Nolubabalo:OhpleaseNontsasathatidiot

ruinedmylife

***Nontsasalaughedclappingherhands***

Nontsasa:Howdidsheruinyourlife?Bytelling

everyonethetruth?Youhaveafactoryfaulthey

Nolubabalo:Sheembarrassedmeinfrontof

everyone.Nowsheactslikenothinghappened.

Iwantyoutodestroyherlifetentimesmore.I

wanthertosuffer.



Nontsasa:Ithoughtyousaidyouwillwaitfora

weekor2.

Nolubabalo:Notanymore.Thatchildhas

causedenoughdamage.She'llregretdouble

crossingme.

***Shesatdown***

Nontsasa:Okaygivemethephotoofthatgirl

***Shetookitoutofthebagandgaveher***

Nolubabalo:Iwantyoutomakehercursethe

dayshewasborn

***Nontsasashookherheadandclosedher

eyes***

Nontsasa:You'redoingahugemistake

Nolubabalo:Whatmistake?

Nontsasa:Thisgirlissurroundedbywarriors.

She'sraisedwithprayers...She'sanointedand

verypowerful.



***Sheopenedhereyes***

Nontsasa:ThiswillendverybadNolubabalo.

Nolubabalo:LookhereNontsasaIdon'tcare

whatdoeswhatinwhatI'llworryaboutthat

laterbutfornowdothisjobforme.Destroyher

now.

Nontsasa:I'llneedyourdaughter'sblood.

***Nolubabalolookedatherwitheyespooped

out***

Nolubabalo:Youwantmetokillmydaughter?

Nontsasa:Youarenotjustdumbbutstupidtoo.

Whosaidanythingaboutkillingsomeonehere?

Nolubabalo:HowwillIgetherblood?

Nontsasa:That'syoutofindout.Idon'tcare

howyoudoitNolubabalo.I'llbetheretoday

whenshe'sfastasleep.

***Nolubabalonodded***



Nolubabalo:WhateverittakesGreatOne

Nontsasa:Istillfeelsorryforyoubecausewhen

thisbackfiresncncncyou'llregretitdon'tsayI

didn'twarnyou.

.

.

.

.
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***WhenIgothomefromMallofAfricatodo

shoppingIwentupstairstotakeashower.I

waseventiredtoread.Igotinsidethecovers

anddozeoff..Ihadaterribledreamof

Asemahlethereweretwowomenwearingblack

andtheirfaceswerecovered,theygotinside

Ase'sroomandtheotheronebiteAsemahle's

neckandsuckedherbloodthendisappeared...I



wokeupsweatingandshaking***

Me:Asemahle?Maybeit'sabaddream.

***Icheckedthetimeanditwastimetoprepare

myselfforschool.Ididallmymorningroutines

thenwentdownstairswithmybag***

Me:Morningmyfavouritepeople

Them:Morning

Ntando:Siyaguesswherewegoingduring

holidays.

Me:UhmDurban?

Ntando:NopewegoingtoParis

***Ilookedatmomandshenodded.Iscreamed

loudlyhuggingher***

Me:OhmyGodforthefirsttimeinmylifeI'm

goingwhere?Paris?Noway.

Mom:JeezSiyafinishupIhavemeetinginan

hour.



***Wefinishedupthenshedroppedusto

school.Yolandawasalreadywaitingforme***

Yolanda:LookatyouSiya.You'reglowing

everydayhey.Who'she?

Me:DoIneeda"he"toglow?Nomanlifeis

goodIamsurroundedbylovingpeople.Isn't

thatnice?

Yolanda:Hmmwhere'sLuniko?

Me:I'llseethethiscomingweekendhey

Yolanda:Youstilldon'twanttogivemehis

numbers?

Me:Yeplet'sgo

Yolanda:Yousuckhey

***Igiggledthengotin.Schoolwasschoolthen

afterschoolmomfetchedus.Whenwegot

homeIchangedintoatracksuitthenasked

momtotakemetoMidrandTshidiso'shouse.

WhenwegotthereTshidisorantome***



Tshidiso:Wifey

Me:Husby

Tshidiso:Lookatyou,youlookbeautiful.

Me:ThanksImissedyou.

Tshidiso:Imissedyoutoohey.Let'sgoin

Asemahleisthere.

Me:Hmmthere'salotIneedtoknowherehey

***WelaughedandgotinsideAserantomy

arms***

Me:Babe

Ase:SiyaI'vemissedyoualot

Me:Imissedyoutooboo

Ase:SiyasangaCampbell.You'reslayinggirlhey.

Me:I'mstillDlaminihey

***Welaughedthensatdown.***

Tshidiso:Tellusaboutyournewlife



Me:There'snothingnewaboutme.I'mstillthat

sameoldcheek

Ase:HowdoesitfeeltolivewithLeandra

Campbell.

Me:She'sNonhleDlamini.Idon'tknowwhere

shegotthatnameofhersbut.....

***IsawAse'sneckanditwasswollen***

Me:Whathappenedtoyourneck?

Ase:Iwokeuplikethis.Itstressesmebecause

Ireallydon'tknowwhathappened.

Me:Oh

***ThenIremembermydream.***

Ase:Sotelluseverythinghau..MissCampbell.

"PRAYSIYASANGAPRAY"

***Istoodupwithmyheatbeatingfast***

Me:Guys.....

***Theweatherchangedinstantlyandthere



wasaheavystormoutside***

Me:What'sgoingon?

Tshidiso:SitdownSiya

"PRAYANDASKGODTOSTRENGTHENYOU

SIYA"

Me:Idon'tunderstandwhat'sgoingonreally?

Tshidiso:Idon'tknowandlookyourmomis

alreadyhere.

Me:HowwillIgooutside.Checktheraindude.

Tshidiso:I'llwalkyoutothecarwithan

umbrella.

***Hewenttotakeanumbrellathenwenttothe

car.Momdroveushome.WhenIgothomeI

wentstraighttomyroom***

"THANDAZASISI"("PRAYSISI")

***Iwentonmykneesandstartedpraying.It

feltlikeIwasfightingthestormbecausewhenI



goupwithmyprayerthestormalsogets

heavier.Ijustgotscaredandcried***

Me:Whatnow?Whydon'tyoupraywithme?

Showyourselfdamnit.

***Ilayonthematandrockmyselfbackand

forthcrying.Afteritfeltlikeforeverthestorm

stoppedandIgotontopofthebedandPrayed

ashortprayerthencriedmyselftosleep***

INSERTFOURTEEN
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***Thealarmwokemeup,surprisingthing

momdidn'twakeme.ItwascoldoutsideandI

draggedmyfeettothebathroom.Ididallmy

hygieneroutine,woremyschoolgreytrouser,

longsleeveshirt,tie,Jerseyandablaser.When

IwasdoneItookmybagandwentdownstairs.

Okayokaywhatthefuck?Ohwhat'sgoingon

here?MomandNolubabaloarechattingand

laughing.Sincewhentheybecamebest

friends?***

Me:Goodmorning

***Theyignoredme***

Nolubabalo:Sowegonnadoittoday?

Mom:Yesnakanjani(ofcourse)

***Ilaughedthenkeptquiet***

Nolubabalo:Ican'twaitandthisoneisabeast

I'mtellingyou.

Mom:Icanimaginehey.Asecancometoday.



Nolubabalo:Okay

Ntando:Let'sgoSiya

Me:Mamaweneedmoney

***Shelookedatme***

Mom:Idon'thave

***What'sgoingonwiththiswomantoday?***

Me:Alright.

Ntando:Ihaveitletsgo

***Wetookataxicabtoschool.Yolandawasn't

inoutusualspot.Maybeshe'sabsent.Ntando

wenttohisclassandIwenttomine,onmyway

IsawYolandasittingwith3girls.Iwentto

them***

Me:Heygirls.Girlfriend

***Shelookedatmeandgroanedwith

annoyance***

Yolanda:Hi



***Okthatwascold***

Me:Let'sgototheclass

Yolanda:I'mbusycan'tyousee?

Me:Oh

***Sheturnedandcontinuedwithwhatshewas

doing***

Me:CanIjoininmaybe?

Girl1:Nope

Girl2:Waitladiesisthisnotthegirlwithsex

tape?

***Iswallowedhardwhiletheywerelaughing

includingYolanda***

Girl3:Youshould'veheardhermoans.She

enjoyedhey

Yolanda:Okayokaygirlsdon'tberude.

***IstoodtherelikeanidiotlookingatYolanda

withdisbelief.***



Yolanda:HowmayIhelpyou?

Girl2:Withclientsdude

***Theylaughed***

Me:What'sgoingonwithyouYolanda?

Yolanda:Helpmerecognisethevoice,who's

talkingtome?

Girl1:Prostitute

***ShewhisperedbutmadesureIheard***

Yolanda:WellIdon'ttalktoprostitutes

***Iheardsomeonepattingmyshoulder.I

lookedbackandIcan'tsayIknowtheguy***

Guy:She'snotworthyourtears.Comeletme

takeyoutoclass.

Me:NoYolandait'smedamnit

***Theylookedatmeandburstedwithlaughter.

Theyguygrabbedmyhandandwalkmeto

class***



Guy:She'snotatruefrienddearandwiththat

groupit'snothingbuttrouble.I'mChris

Me:Siyasanga.

***Henoddedandleft.Igotinsidemyclassand

Yolandawasignoringmethewholeday.After

schoolmomdidn'tfetchuswetookthecaband

gothome.Ifoundmom,Nolubabaloand

Asemahle.SeeingNolubabalojustmakesmy

bodyitchy***

Me:Molweni(Goodday)

Mom:Siyapleasemoveyourclothestothe

cottage

Me:Why?Youwannarenovate?

Mom:Aseismovinginwithus.

Me:Can'tsheusetheguestroomperhaps?

***Shechuckled***

Mom:Iwon'tsaythisandyousaythat.Imake

decisionshereandyourjobistofollow.



Ntando:Idon'tunderstandwhyshehastousea

cottagemom.She'lljustgototheguestroom

Mom:Ntando

Ntando:She'syourbloodforcryingoutloud

jeez

Mom:Siyathecottage

***IlookedatAseWhowassmilinglikean

idiot***

Ase:Icanhelpyouifthat'sokay

Me:Nothankyou

***Iwenttomyroomandpackedthenwentto

thecottage.itwasdirtyheyIcleaneditthen

returnedtothemainhouseandIguess

Nolubabalowasgone***

Mom:Let'sgooutguys

Me:That'sagoodidea.When?

***Shelookedatme***



Mom:IguessIwasn'tspecific.Letsgoout

AsemahleandNtando.

Ase:Towhere?

Mom:Sandridgesquare.

Ase:OceanBasket?

***Shenodded***

Ase:Let'sgothen

***Theystoodup***

Me:Mama?

Mom:What?

Me:I'msorryifI'vedonesomethingwrong.

PleaseforgivemeIdidn'tmeantoplease

Mom:Uthethangantoni?(Whatareyoutalking

about?)

Me:IfeellikeI'mbeingpunishedforsomething

Idon'tevenknow.

Mom:Let'sgoguys



***Theyleftmethere.Ijustcried***

"YOU'REALONENOW"

Me:WhatdidIdo?

***AftercryingIstoodupandwenttothe

kitchen.Therewasadisturbingknockonthe

door.Iwenttoopenandthe3mengotin.They

werescaryYoh***

Me:HowmayIhelpyou?

Man1:YouareSiyasanga?

Me:Who'sasking?

Man1:SoyouareSiyasanga

***Istartedgettingsacred.What'sgoingon

here?***

Me:Y..eah

Guy1:Gentlemen

***Hewasspeakingwitheyes.Theotherone

roughlygrabbedmyarm***



Me:You'rehurtingme.

***ItriedtofreemyarmbutItwastootight.

Theytookmetooneoftheroomsandlocked.I

wascrying***

Me:Pleaseletmego

Guy1:Ladypleasejustmakeourjobeasyby

notgivingusanytroubles

Me:Whatjob?Leavemealone

***Theotherguyroughlytoremyclothes.Iwas

fightingbuttheyweretoopowerful.Iwascrying

soloudthinkingsomeonewillhearmeand

cometorescueme.Iwasnakedtothepoint

thatIwastryingtohidemyprivatepartbutthey

tiedme..ImadeashortprayerinsideandafterI

feltnumb.Icouldn'tfightanymoreIjustlet

themrapeme..Afteritfeltlikeforeverthey

untiedmeandleft.Isatatthecornerofthe

roomandpouredmyheartout.Icried

hystericallylikesomeonewascontrollingmy



tears.ThenIdraggedmyfeettothebathroomI

gotinsidethebathtub***

Me:DearFatherIknowI'mnotasaintbuthow

canyouallowthistohappentome?Whathave

Idone?

***IcrieduntilIranoutoftears.MyWholebody

wasnumb.AfterbathingIdriedmyselfand

wrappedthetowelaroundme.Iwenttomyso

calledcottageandcriedalmostmylungsout,I

wasinthemostunimaginablepainonecan

everexperience.IheardaknockandNtando

wasstandingtherewithatrayoffood***

Ntando:What'swrongSiya?

***Isaidnothingandcried.Heputthetrayon

thetableandembracedmesotight.Hewas

busybrushingmybacktryingtocalmme

down***

Ntando:SiyaIwantyoutoknowthatIdidn't

leaveyou.Iwillalwaysloveyou.



***Ilookedathimandhewascryingtoo***

Ntando:Idon'tknowwhathasgottentomom

butIwillneverturnyourbackonme.

Me:Nta...ndo

Ntando:WhenmomtoldmethatIhaveanolder

sister,Ifelthappy.Iwasextremelyexcitedthat

onewouldsayIwascrazy.Siyayou'rethebest

thingthateverhappenedtome

***Hewipedmytearsawayandpulledamirror

nexttothebed***

Ntando:Lookatyourself.Lookhowuglyyouare

whenyoucry

***ItusedtoworkwithTshidisowhenhedoes

thatbutnowIwasinthepainthatIcan'teven

explainittoanyone.***

Ntando:Siyayourtearshurtme

Me:IthurtsNtando.

***Hetookmetohisarms***



Ntando:IknowI'myoungerthanyoubutIcan

stilltakecareofyou.

Me:Lifewasbetterwithdad.Ineedhimright

now.

***Myheartwasbreakingintopieces***

Ntando:Don'tcrySiya

***It'slikehesaidCrySiyabecauseIcriedout

loud***

Me:Whocouldbesocruel?Socruel?

INDERTFIFTEEN
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***AllIwantedwasthepaintodisappear.AllI

neededwasastateofeternalrestwhereIwon't

beexperiencingapainanymore.Mybodyis

growingcoldattheutteranceofsexslave.AllI

couldthinkofwerethosemen,theywerecold

andruthlesswitheyesofkillerswithoutsoul

andconscious..IwokeupandNtandowasn't

nexttome.Istoodupandwenttothemain

house,somethingstoppedmewhenIwas

abouttoenterthedoor.Momwaswiththose

men,whatbusinessdotheyhave?Istoodthere

andpeepedonthem***

Mom:Nicejobguys.Thanks

Guy1:Itwasniceworkingwithyou.

Mom:Thanksagain.I'llcallyouwhenIneedyou

againfornowtakethis

***Shegavethemabrownenvelope***

Guy2:Itsallhereright?



Mom:Yes

Guy3:Youbettercallussoonma'ambecauseI

enjoyed

***Theylaughed.Myheartbeatwasincreasing

andmymindwasracingfast..Howcouldshe?

Howcouldshesellmetothesemen?Why?

Why?Myownmother.NoGodpleaseproveme

wrong.Mytearswerealreadyrollingdownmy

cheeks.Iranbacktothecottageandcriedmy

lungsout.WhatdidIdo?Howcanshedothat

tome?AftercryingIwentbackandfoundmom

withAsemahle***

Me:Wowmamajustwow.

Mom:Andthen?

Me:Howcanyoubesocruel?Howcanyoube

soheartless?IhateyousomuchthatIcan't

evenpretend.Areyouevenmymother?

Mom:Yes



***Shesaiditwithanattitude***.

Me:Iphiinimbake?

***Icriedlookingatherwithhatred***

Me:Howcanyouhirepeopletocomeandrape

meNonhle?

***.Asemahlelaughed***

Ase:Idon'tknowwhyyou'recryingbecauseit's

notlikeyou'revirgin.Youwereaprostitute

remember.Youcan'tcallthatarapemaybe

theywerebitroughbutnotrapingyou.

***Iwenttoher***

Me:Excuseme?

Ase:There'sn....

***Icouldn'tletherfinish.Igavehermyhard

andhottestslapandshefelldown***

Ase:Youslappedme?

Me:I'lldoitagain



***Shelookedatmom***

Mom:Siyasangayouwillneverinmyhouse

raiseyourfilthyhandtoAsemahleoranyonefor

thatmatter

***GuysIdon'tknowwhybutIjusthateNonhle

morethananyoneelse.Irantothebathroom

andtookalongshowerafterIwrappedthe

towelandwenttomycottage.Idriedmyself,

lotionedandworemyskinnyjean,black

oversizedKappat-shirtandsandals.Iwantedto

clearmyhead.Stayinginthehousewithpeople

whohatemedoesn'thelp.Iwenttothepark

andsatnexttothedamwatchingducks

playing***

Me:HowIwishIwasashappyastheseducks.

Idon'tknowhowIendeduphere,seemslike

justyesterdayeverythingwasalright.HowI

endedupheretonight?

***Icouldn'tholdmytears.ThepainIwas



feelingwasbeyondthewordpain***

Me:Daddyyoudon'tknowhowmuchImissyou.

Withyoulifewasjustperfect.WithyouIwas

alwayshappy.Imissyousomuch.Todaymy

ownmotherdespiteme,shehatesmesomuch.

Asemahle,Yolandahaveturnedtheirbackson

me.I'msolonelyrightnow.Tshidisodon'ttake

mycallsnomore.WhatdidIdo?

***Icriedwithmyhandsonmyface.IwishI

didn'thaveaheart,soIwouldn'thaveacourage

tofeelthepain.***

"Heyareyouokay"

***Iwipedmytearsquicklybuttheywerestill

falling***

"Iseverythingokay?"

***Inoddedstillfacingthefront.Hesatnextto

me.IlookedathimanditwasChris***.

Chris:Whatmakessuchabeautifulgirlcry?



Me:I'mnotbeautiful

Chris:Yesyouare.Whatiswrong?

Me:ItsnothingIcannothandlethanksforyour

concernChris.

Chris:Youstillremembermyname?What's

wrongSiya?

***Iwipedmytears***

Me:Itsnothing

Chris:PleasetellmesoIcanhelp

Me:Nobodycanhelpmerightnow.Nobodycan

removethepainIfeel.

***Itoldhimeverything..Hehuggedmesotight

andwipedmytears.***

Chris:PraySiyasangaandGodwillseeyou

through.Certainthingshappenforreasonsand

weareallboundtofall.AllIcouldsayisthat

allowyourselftofeel,allowyourselftofeelthe

pain,feelitlikeyoucannotfeelitanymore.It



maynotbesoonbutonedayeverythingwillbe

alrightnana

Me:Idoubt.MylifeisjustashameChris.Iwant

todie

***Hehuggedmesotightandbrushedmyback.

AfterIwascalmwetookawalkaroundthepark.

ItfeltsogooduntilIbumpedtoLuniko***

Luniko:Watchwereyougoingjeez

Me:I'msorryLuniko.Howareyou?

Luniko:Nxn

***Whatwasthat?Ilookedathimashewalked

away***

Chris:Lethimbe.

Me:What'swrongwithme?

Chris:Nothingiswrongwithyou.

Me:Thenwhydotheyhateme?

Chris:Becauseyou'rebeautifulandtheycan't



compete

***Ismiled***

Me:Youthinkso?

Chris:YesandI'llbeluckytohaveyou.

Me:Whocanbeluckytohaveabrokengirllike

me.

***Heheldmyhandsandlookedatme***

Chris:CanItellyouasecret?

***Inodded***

Chris:IlovedyouthesamedayIsawyouat

schoolbutIdidn'thaveacouragetotellyou.

Me:Pleasejuststop

Chris:Itsthetruth

Me:Youshould'vekeptyourtruthinsideyou.I

won'tbeabletogiveyouwhatyouwant.

Chris:Whereareyougoing?



Me:Ihaveschoolworktodo.

***HonestlywhatChrisjusttoldmewastoo

muchforme.Idon'twantsomeonetopityme.I

can'tdatehimnotwhenI'mthisdamaged.

Therearelotofbeautifulgirlsouttherethat

woulddietohavehimbutI'mnotthatgirl.Istill

haveahearttomend.Istillhaveawoundto

treat.Istillhaveapaintoremove.Don'tgetme

wrong,yesIoncehadcrushes.Love?Loveis

thebiggestwordtouse.Dating?Idon'tknow

aboutthatbutIdon'thaveanotherheartto

lose.***

Chris:Iwon'tputpressureonyouSiyasanga

takeasmuchtimeasyouwant.Tomorrow?

Hereat12?

Me:That'sok.

***Igavehimmynumbersthenwenthome.I

foundNtandoinmycottage***

Ntando:Wherewereyou?



Me:Park

Ntando:Mind?

***Hewashavingamonopolygame***

Me:Sure

Ntando:Iwanttomakesureyou'rehappyallthe

time

***Hekissedmycheekthenwestarted

playing***

INSERTSIXTEEN
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***IwasmeetingChrisatthepark.ItsaLovely

Sundays.Ididmymorningroutine,woremy

short,offshoulderblacktopandadidaskicks

withblackbeanie.Iwentdownstairstomake

somethingtoeat.***

Nolubabalo:Youdon'tevengreet

Me:WhywouldIwhenmyexistencedisgust

youall?Soleaveinpeacesister

Mom:Yourfatherforgottoteachyourespect.

***IlookedatherandIwasnotinthemoodfor

thedrama***

Ase:SoSisNonhlewegoingtoParis

immediatelyafterourexams

Mom:Yes.Itwillbefuntrustme

Me:Lalalalalala-la-la-la

Ase:Owuhambikanene(you'renotgoing)

Me:AndIdon'twanttogo.



Ase:Shameyouwouldn'tgetachancetobeon

aeroplane.

***Ichuckled***

Me:Andiyiqhelanganje(I'mnotusedtoit)

Ase:Oh

Nolubabalo:Ican'twait

Me:Haibonawena?(youtoo?)

Nolubabalo:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Senditsh'ukubaayikufaneli(Imeanit

doesn'tsuityou)

Nolubabalo:Andwhatsuitsme?

Me:Bicycle

***ShelookedmeandIgiggled***

Me:Itsthetruth.Atleastmymotherwilltake

youtosomebeautifulplaces....letmehateand

leaveyoupeople

***Itookmybagandwalkedtopark.Isaw



Christomyusualspot.Iwalkedtohimandlol

hemadeapicnic***

Chris:I'mgladyoucame

Me:Andthis?

Chris:Pleasesitdown

***Isatdown***

Chris:Won'tyoueat?

Me:NahI'mfullthanks.

Chris:Pleaseatleasthavestrawberriesand

yoghurt

Me:OK

***Westartedtalkingandsnacking.Itsfun

beingaroundhim***

Chris:Doyouwanttodestroythemtoo?

Me:I'mnotapersonwholikestopayarevenge

Chris:ButitssweetSiya.Revengeissweet.



***Ishookmyhead***

Me:Godwilldealwiththem

***Hestoodupandpackedthingsinthe

basket***

Me:Arewedone?

Chris:Let'sgo

***Hehelpedmeupandwalkedtothecar***

Me:Whosecaristhis?

Chris:Mydad's

***heopenedthedoorformeandalsowentto

hisside.Wedrovetothisbeautifulhouse.The

securityopenedforusandhedrovein.***

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

Chris:You'llseejustcome.

***Igotoffthecarsoishe.Heheldmyhand

andwewentinside.Thehousewasbeautiful.

Mineisnothingcomparedtothisonehey.***



Chris:Thisismyhome.Comelet'sgotothe

study

***Ifollowedhimtothestudy.Therewasthis

guyhewashandsomeandlookslikehe'sonhis

early20s.***

Chris:BrothisismyfriendSiya.Siyasanga

that'sJademyolderbro.

Jade:I'veseenthemindifferentshapesand

sizesbutI'veseenthisbeautifulgirl.

***Iwasblushing.Hekissedmyhand***

Me:Nicetomeetyou.

Chris:MybroisanITsohewillhelpyou

Me:Helpme?

Chris:ItstimeyoustandupforyourselfSiya.

Showthesepeoplethatyou'resmarttoo.Somy

ideaisthatweshouldbitthesepeopleontheir

owngame.Todayyou'llbericherthanthem

***IlookedatJadebitconfused.Heexplained



everythingtomeandwedidourjob.Iwasn't

sureaboutitbutitstimeIoutsmartthem.After

ChrisdroppedmehomeandIfoundmom

crying***

Me:Gooddaymypeople

Nolubabalo:What'sgoodaboutthisday

Siyasanga

Me:Tomeitis

Ase:Whocanbecruelmaar?

Me:What'sgoingon?

Ase:Therewasanotificationthatsaysmomis

owingSARSR20million.andthey'vecleaned

heraccount.

***Ilaughed***

Me:IservethelivingGod.IpraytheLordof

miracles.AstheBiblesayweshallneverbe

afraidoftheterrorbydaynorthepestilence

thatflybynight.



***Ilaughedclappingmyhands***

Me:I'vebeenwaitingforthisday

Mom:Whymygutstellmethatyouhave

somethingtodowiththat?

Me:Maybe,maybenot.Wewon'tknow.ButI'm

surethisisthestart,whoknowstomorrowthis

housewillbetakenorthesecars?

Nolubabalo:JustshutupSiyashutup

Me:I'msorrymanitsjustthatimexcitedyou

know.

***Iwinkedather***

Mom:Ithinkyou'veoverstayedyourwelcome.

Me:IfIwereyouIwouldn'tsaythat.

***Ilaughedgoingtomycottage.AsIwas

abouttoclosethedoorNtandocamein***

Me:What?

Ntando:Whyitlookslikeyouhavesomethingto



dowiththat?

***Ilookedathimwhileswallowinghard***

Me:Shewrongedme

Ntando:How?

Me:Ican'ttellyou

Ntando:Siyayouhavetotellme.

***Ilookeddown***

Ntando:Talk

Me:She...NoNtandoitsnothing

Ntando:YouhavetotellmeeverythingSiya

Me:She...wh...whenyouguyswereout,mom

soldmeto3mentocomeandrapeme

***Hesatdownquietly***

Me:Ntanddowanttocauseanyfightbetween

youtoo.Iknowhowmuch

shelovesyouandshe'syourmotherafterall



***Isatnexttohimwipingmytears***

Me:ForgivemeNtando

***Hesaidnothingandhuggedmetight.After

thattherewasaknockonthedoor.Istoodup

anditwasJade***

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyoufind

myhouse?

Jade:Christoldme.Afriendofminegaveme

thesepapersandyourmotherhastosignthem

***IlookedatNtandoandreadthem.***

Me:Butthisistoomuch.EvenifIdo,how

wouldIgethersignature

Ntando:Letmesee

***Igavehimandhestartedreadingthen

laughed***

Ntando:You're20timeswickedthan

Nolubabalohey.Irespectyou,youwantherto

sellyouhercompaniesusingtricks?



***Ilookeddownshaking***

Ntando:ThisiseasyI'llgogethersignaturebut

whatifshereads?

Jade:Makesureshedoesn't

Me:Besidesshetrustsyouandshe'snotinthe

mood

Ntando:Anythingformysister

***Hewalkedoutandmyheartbeatincreased

instantly***

.

.

.

.
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∆NARRATED∆

***Ntandowalkedinhismom'sroom.***



Ntando:MomIneedyoutodosomethingfor

me

Nonhle:What?

Ntando:Atschooltheygaveustheseforms

andyoujustneedtosignthem

Nonhle:For?

Ntando:Uh...uhm...Itsa....wegoingtoMaths

OlympiadnextweekandIforgottotellyou.

Nonhle:Getmeapen

***Hetookapenandshesigned.Afterthat

Siyasangagotin***

Nonhle:Whoinvitedyouin

Siyasanga:Icametogiveyouthis

***itwasaR10note***

Nonhle:What'sthatfor?

Siyasanga:You'vesoldmeyourcompanieswith

R10



***ShesmiledlookingatNonhle***

Nonhle:Meaning?

Siyasanga:Youseethosepapersyoujust

signedncncncyouweresellingyourcompany

tome.

Nonhle:How?

Siyasanga:Yousignedthemwithoutreading.

ThanksNtando

Nonhle:Ntandohowcouldyou?

Ntando:Youboughtmentocomeandrapemy

sisterandnoonetouchesmysisterandgets

awaywithit.You'vedugyourowngrave

Nonhle:Youlittlewickedwitch

***Shestoodupcrying***

Siyasanga:Itsgoodtobewickedyouknowand

I'venoticedthatI'mthesmartestwitch.

***shewassmilinglikeitsherlastdayon



earth***

Siyasanga:Itsgooddoingbusinesswithyou

mama

Nonhle:I'mnotyourmother

Siyasanga:OhofcourseI'lltakeyouasmy

mother'sjealousfriend.

***NonhleswallowedhardlookslikeSiyahitthe

nerve***

Siyasanga:Let'sgoNtando

***TheyleftNonhlecryingsoloud***

INSERTSEVENTEEN
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∆SIYASANGA∆

***IwokeupandIwasn'tfeelingwell.Mybody

wasveryweak.Idraggedmyfeetandwentto

themainhouse.WhenIarrivedtheremomwas

throwingtantrumsandcrying.AsmuchasI

hatehershe'sstillmymotherandshegave

birthtome.Ihateseeingherthishurtbecause

ofme.YesshedidmewrongbutIcannotbe

theonetopunish.Godshouldbetheoneto

dealwithher.***

Mom:Theygaveme3bloodydaystopaymy

debts.WherewillIget20millioninthreedays?

Theywilltakeawaymycars,myhouse.My

companiesarealreadygone.

***Ifeltsorryforher***

Nolubabalo:I'msorrymyfriendbutdon'tyou

thinkyoucantalktoSiya?

Mom:Idon'twantanythingtodowiththatbitch



Ntando:Sometimesyouhavetoswallowyour

prideanddowhat'srightmama.

Mom:WenaandSiyawillpayforeverythingyou

did.You'llregretdouble-crossingme.

Me:Mama

***Sheturnedandlookedatme***

Me:Ifyouwanttopunishusthenpunishme

instead.Ntandohasnothingtodowith

everything

Ntando:NoSiyaIknewwhatIwasdoing.

Me:NoNtandoitwaswrongformetodestroy

thebondyouguyshad.Mamapunishme

instead.

Mom:Youbothwilltasteyourownmedicine.

Oneofyouwillgotohell..

***IswallowedhardlookingatNtandowho

didn'tgive2fucks.Ijustlefttodomyhygiene

process,lotionandworemyschooluniform,



tiedmyhairneatlyandwentdownstairs.I

grabbedanappleandwenttotakemybag.My

bodywasreallydown.ThenNtandoandIwent

toschool.Icouldn'twaittogohome.After

schoolNtandowenttofetchmeandwewalked

tothebusstop.IheardChriscallingmyname

runningtous***

Chris:Howareyou?

Me:Idon'tknowhey.

Chris:Nextweekwestartingourexamsso

won'tyoustudywithus?

Me:Us?

Chris:Fewofmyclassmates

Me:I'llsee

***Westartedtalkingforsometimeandthe

soundofaguninterruptedus.Mybodybecame

weakerandmykneescouldn'ttakeitanymore.I

wentonmykneesandcriedmylungsouttrying



towakeNtandowhowasbadlybleeding.Ifelt

likeIwassuffocating.Chrisquicklycalledan

ambulanceanditarrivedafter15minutes.***

Me:Why?Why?

***That'sallIwasabletosay.Wewenttothe

hospitalandIcouldmom.Thedoctor

instructedustowaitoutside.Mom,

NolubabalandandAsecamerunning***

Mom:Whathappened?

Chris:Hewasshot.

Nolubabalo:Whocanbethisevil?

***IwascryingsilentlyprayingtoGodtosave

mybrother.Ican'tlosehimnotwhenIfound

himnow.Noo***

Mom:Whyaretheytakingsolong!

***Afterthedoctorcamewithanurse.Istood

upandtheydidn'tlookliketheygotgood

news***



Dr:MissCampbell?

Mom:Yes?

Dr:Ihavebadnews.Wetriedtoremovethefirst

bulletonhisarm.

Mom:But?

Dr:ThesecondbulletwentstraighttohisHeart

I'msorry........

***Icouldn'twaitforhimtofinish.Iranoutside

andwhenIwasoutIburstedintears.INSERT

SEVENTEEN
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***IwokeupandIwasn'tfeelingwell.Mybody

wasveryweak.Idraggedmyfeetandwentto

themainhouse.WhenIarrivedtheremomwas

throwingtantrumsandcrying.AsmuchasI

hatehershe'sstillmymotherandshegave

birthtome.Ihateseeingherthishurtbecause

ofme.YesshedidmewrongbutIcannotbe

theonetopunish.Godshouldbetheoneto

dealwithher.***

Mom:Theygaveme3bloodydaystopaymy

debts.WherewillIget20millioninthreedays?

Theywilltakeawaymycars,myhouse.My

companiesarealreadygone.

***Ifeltsorryforher***

Nolubabalo:I'msorrymyfriendbutdon'tyou

thinkyoucantalktoSiya?

Mom:Idon'twantanythingtodowiththatbitch

Ntando:Sometimesyouhavetoswallowyour

prideanddowhat'srightmama.



Mom:WenaandSiyawillpayforeverythingyou

did.You'llregretdouble-crossingme.

Me:Mama

***Sheturnedandlookedatme***

Me:Ifyouwanttopunishusthenpunishme

instead.Ntandohasnothingtodowith

everything

Ntando:NoSiyaIknewwhatIwasdoing.

Me:NoNtandoitwaswrongformetodestroy

thebondyouguyshad.Mamapunishme

instead.

Mom:Youbothwilltasteyourownmedicine.

Oneofyouwillgotohell..

***IswallowedhardlookingatNtandowho

didn'tgive2fucks.Ijustlefttodomyhygiene

process,lotionandworemyschooluniform,

tiedmyhairneatlyandwentdownstairs.I

grabbedanappleandwenttotakemybag.My



bodywasreallydown.ThenNtandoandIwent

toschool.Icouldn'twaittogohome.After

schoolNtandowenttofetchmeandwewalked

tothebusstop.IheardChriscallingmyname

runningtous***

Chris:Howareyou?

Me:Idon'tknowhey.

Chris:Nextweekwestartingourexamsso

won'tyoustudywithus?

Me:Us?

Chris:Fewofmyclassmates

Me:I'llsee

***Westartedtalkingforsometimeandthe

soundofaguninterruptedus.Mybodybecame

weakerandmykneescouldn'ttakeitanymore.I

wentonmykneesandcriedmylungsouttrying

towakeNtandowhowasbadlybleeding.Ifelt

likeIwassuffocating.Chrisquicklycalledan



ambulanceanditarrivedafter15minutes.***

Me:Why?Why?

***That'sallIwasabletosay.Wewenttothe

hospitalandIcouldmom.Thedoctor

instructedustowaitoutside.Mom,

NolubabalandandAsecamerunning***

Mom:Whathappened?

Chris:Hewasshot.

Nolubabalo:Whocanbethisevil?

***IwascryingsilentlyprayingtoGodtosave

mybrother.Ican'tlosehimnotwhenIfound

himnow.Noo***

Mom:Whyaretheytakingsolong!

***Afterthedoctorcamewithanurse.Istood

upandtheydidn'tlookliketheygotgood

news***

Dr:MissCampbell?



Mom:Yes?

Dr:Ihavebadnews.Wetriedtoremovethefirst

bulletonhisarm.

Mom:But?

Dr:ThesecondbulletwentstraighttohisHeart

I'msorry........

***Icouldn'twaitforhimtofinish.Iranoutside

andwhenIwasoutIburstedintears.Nonot

myNtando.Iwasinthemostunimaginable

painonecanexperience.Idon'tevenwishmy

enemiesthispainbecauseitwasdeep.Ever

feltlikeyoucanripyourchestapartandruboff

thepaininyourheart.Everfeltlikehowwould

lifebeifwedidn'thavehearts?Maybewe

wouldn'thavecouragetofeelsobroken.That's

exactlyhowIfelt.Idon'tevenknowhowwillI

overcomethis.Iblamemyselfforeverything***

Chris:Siyadon'tdothistoyourself.

Me:Ica...ntithurts.Ntandoisgoneanditsall



myfault.IfIdidn'tinvolvehimtothisnoneofit

would'vehappened..

***Hehuggedmesotight***

Chris:Itwillbefine.Don'tyouwannaseehim

forthelasttime?

Me:Let'sgo

***Hehelpedmeupandwenttohisroom.I

lookedatmomwillallthehateinmybody.I

knowshehadsomethingtodowiththis.When

wegottohisward.Islowlygotclosetohimand

Icouldn'tutterasingleword.Ireminiscedall

thememorieswehadtogetherandIcried

almostmylungsout.Itwastoomuchformeto

takeitin.Ifeltliketheyweresuckingmy

breatheoutofmybody.Godpleasehearmy

cries***

Chris:Comehere

Me:Ntando



***IcriedonChris'sarmsuntilIwasleftwith

hiccups***

Me:Restinpeace

***Thatcameinwhisperthenwewalkedout.

Mindmyuniformwasfullofbloodstains***

INSERTEIGHTEEN
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***ItwasthedayforthefuneralandI'vebeen

lockingmyselfinsidemycottage.AllIcoulddo

iscryingandprayingtoGodtoprotectmesince

hefailedtoprotectmybrother.SomehowIwish

IwastheonedeadnotNtando.Hedidn't



deservetodie.Iheardsomeonegentlyshaking

meandIslowlyturnedtolookwhowasthat

anditwasJade***

Jade:Siyahowareyou?

***Isaidnothingandcried.Heembracedme***

Jade:ShhhNanaitwillbefine.

Me:ItwillneverbefineJade.Imisshimso

much.IfIdidn'tinvolvehimtothishewould've

beenhererighthere.

***Hegentlyremovemefromhischest***

Jade:Siyayoucannotalwaysblameyourself

foreverything.Youdidn'tpullatrigger.

Me:That'sexactlyhowitfeelsJade.Ifeellike

I'mtheonewhopulledthetrigger.Mylifeisjust

acurse.

***Hewipedmytears***

Jade:YouhavetobestrongSiya.Ifyoucan'tdo

itformethendoitforNtando.



***Ishookmyhead***

Me:Heprobablyhatesmerightnow.AllI

wantedwastostandupformyself.AllIwanted

wasNonhletofeelthethepainIwasfeelingbut

lookhowitturned.I'msuchabadperson.Iwish

mymotherabortedme.IwishIdiedalongwith

daddy.Thisworldisbad.

***Icriedsohardandheheldbothmyhands***

Jade:Ijusthopeyoudon'tcommitsuicide.

Siyasangayou'restrongerthanthisandIknow

thatyou'llconquerallofthis.Youjusthaveto

believeandpraytoGod.TimehealsNana

Me:I'mtiredofpainJade.Iwannabehappylike

anyotherteenagersoutthere.Iwantpeace.

WhydoIhavetocryoutforhappiness?

Jade:Ittakescouragebabe.

***Ifellonhischestandcriedmylungsoutwith

himbrushingmyback.Afterthathehelpedme

takeoutmyoutfit.ThenIwenttothemain



house.Manypeoplewerethere.Ijustpassed

themandwenttothebathroomandbathed,

driedmyself,lotionandworemyhighwaisted

blackkneelengthpencilskirtandwhiteoff

shouldertopandanudeblackheelthenwentto

thecottage.Jadewassittingonbedwith

Chris***

Chris:Nana

***hesaidhuggingme***

Chris:Areyouready

***Ishookmyhead***

Me:Whocanbereadyforthis?

Jade:I'llbewithyouwitheverystepyoutake

***Inoddedthenwewenttothecaranddrove

tochurch..ThefuneralwasfuneralandIwas

tryingbyallmeansnottocry.AfterfuneralI

wenthomeandlockedmyselfinsidethe

cottageandcriedsoloud.Istillcouldn'taccept



thatNtandoisgone.Imusthavefallenasleep

becauseIwokeupandthetimewas8:30pm.I

draggedmyfeetandwenttothemainhouse.

WhenIgotthereNonhlewaseatingwith

Asemahle.Ipassedthemwithoutsaying

anythingandwenttothekitchen***

Mom:Uzobulisanine?(Whenareyougonna

greet?)

Me:NotnowNonhleplease.

Mom:Mxm

***IlookedatherandtookmycardwhereI

transferredhermoneytoandthrewittoher***

Mom:Andthis?

Me:Thepinis*******YourmoneyisallthereI

wantnothingtodowithyou.

Mom:Mycompanies?

***Ilookedather***

Me:You'llgetthem



***Itookayoghurtandwenttomycottage.I

atethenslept.Iwaswokenbysomeone

pouringwateronmyface,Igaspedforairthen

openedmyeyeseventhoughitwashard***

Mom:Wakeup

Me:Didyoureallyhavetopourwateronmy

face?

Mom:Mxmgomakebreakfast

***Ilookedatherthenburstedintoaloud

laughter***

Me:Goddidn'tmakemistakebygivingyoutwo

handshey.

***Sheslappedme***

Mom:Youthinkyouknowbetter?Gomake

breakfastandbath,yourclientisonitsway.

***Withthatsheleft.Forgoodnesssake.

Ntandohasbeenburiedyesterdayandallshe

thinksofisgettingmeclientsforwhat?Ohno.I



satonmybed***

Me:Ican'tgobacktothatlife.

***Tearswerethreateningandmomgotinwith

aredoffshouldershortdressandsixinchgold

stilettos***

Mom:You'rewaistingmytime.Justwashyour

face,brushyourteethandwearthese.I'llbein

themainhouse

***Sheleft.Isthiswomanforreal?***

Me:ARHHHHHHHHHHGGGGGGG

***Iscreamedsittingonthefloorcrying.WhenI

thoughtI'veescapedthatlifenowitcomes

back.IstoodupanddidwhatshesaidIshould

dothenwenttothemainhouseandBOOM***

INSERTNINETEEN
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***Therewasasteamysessioninthesitting

room.Iwantedtolaughbutmineiscoming

soonanditcouldbeworse.Iclearedmythroat

andtheybothlookedatme.Theylookedlike

dogscaughtstealingeggs.***

Me:Threesome.Haiiimysisteryou'restrong.

Thereare5bedroomshere

Tshidiso:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Itsmyhomehello.Ibetyou'regoodinwhat

youdohey,twogirlsalltoyourself.Hello

Yolanda

***SheswallowedhardandIchuckled***



Me:Ifyouknewthatitsfarphezuluyou

should'vecametomycottagenotinthesitting

room.Ewwdisgusting.

***Theywerewearingandaftertheyleft.I

lookedatAseandsherolledhereyes***

Me:Goandbath.You'resmellingcock.

Ase:Thanksforruiningthemoment

Me:I'msorryjeez

***Shestoodupandleft.Momenteredfollowed

bythisotherscarydarkguy.Istartedshivering

takingstepsback.***

Mom:Honey

***Shehadasmirkonherface***

Mom:Iguessyou'reready.OhthisisBraKing

***Ilookedathimasscaryashewas.***

Mom:Havefun

***TheguygavemeahandbutIjustwalked



alone.Iopenedthecarformyselfandhecame

outandwenttohissidethendrove***

BraK:Iheardyou'rebeenonthisformonths

Me:Oh

***Iwasdisgustedbyhim.Afteralongdrive.I

noticedthatwewereinthebushesorforest

somethinglikethat***

Me:WhatamIdoinghere?

BraK:Stayquiet

***HedroveinandIcouldseewhousefroma

distance.Theguardsopenedandhedrovein.

Mybodywasnoteased.Igotoutandwe

walkedin,morelikeawarehouse.Therewere

guardsalloverotherswerewalkingupand

downwithbiggunsontheirhands.Afteralong

walkwefinallygotinsideasmallroomthenhe

locked.Itookfewstepsbacklookingatthis

man***



Me:WhatamIdoinghere?

***hesaidnothingatookachairandputiton

themiddle***

BraK:Sit

Me:Why?

BraK:ISAIDSIT

***HisvoicebecamescarierandIdidn'twaste

time.Isatdownandhetiedmewitharopethen

openedthedoor,twoguyscamein,theylooked

fitandstrong.Mytearswerealreadydoubled

downmycheeksprayingtoGodandmy

Ancestorstoprotectme***

BraK:Yeahmyguysyoumaystart

***Thefirstguytookalongsjambokand

startedbeatingme.Iscreamed.Ithurtsreally

bad.Theotherguydidn'thavemercyonme.I

wasevenoutoftearsbutstillcrying.Idon't

knowwhytheyweredoingthis,mybodywas



burningandinpain.***

BraK:Goodnowtake

***Itwasanoil.Iletthembeandtheypouredit

allaroundme.Iwasreadytodie***

Me:DearGodpleaseacceptmysoul.

***withthatIsaidclosingmyeyesandmybody

becamenumbfromallthebeating.Beforethey

tookthematchtherewasastrongcoldwind

blowingandthereappearstwoveryoldmen

wearingwhite,theystartedbeatingtheseman

verypainfully***

"SHE'SANOINTEDANDSURROUNDEDBY

WARRIORS"

***ThosewerethevoicesIheardwhilethese

menwerecryingfortheirlives.***

Guy1:Okayokay

BraK:I'mdyinghereuntieher.

***Heuntiedmeandittookmefewminutesto



standupfromallthispainIwasfeeling.Ifinally

stoodupandranformylife.WhenIgotinside

thegate,theguardsdidn'thesitatetoopenup

forme.IwascryingnotknowingwhereIwas

goinguntilacarpullednexttome."**

"Siya"

***Itriedtoseewhoitwasbecausethevoice

soundedfamiliar.IstoppedandAviwecameto

merunning***

Aviwe:Siya?

Me:Aviwe

***ShetriedtohugmebutIquicklystoppedher

andshelookedme***

Aviwe:Whodidthis?

***Shesaidscanningatmybruises.Ijustcried

andshehelpedMeinsidethecar***

Aviwe:HungintherebabyI'mtakingyoutothe

hospital



***ThepainIwasfeeling.Icouldn'tevenmove.

Iwascryingallthewaytothehospitaland

whenwegottherethenursesquicklyhelped

me***
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***Afterthedoctorappliedanointmentonmy

bodyshewentoutandAviwecamein.She

lookedatmeandthenwipedmytears***

Aviwe:Howyou'refeeling?

Me:Idon'tknow

Aviwe:Whatreallyhappenedbabe?



***Itoldhereverythingandshehuggedme.We

werebothcrying***

Aviwe:I'msorrybaby

Me:Myownmotherboughtmentohitmeinto

apulp.Ireallyhateher.

Aviwe:ShhhNanadon'tcry.

Me:CanyoufindJadeMcCarthyforme.

***Shenoddedandleft.***

Me:IalmostdieddearGodbutyousavedme.

Why?Whycouldn'tyouletmedie?

***Ilaythereandcried.Imusthavefallen

asleepbecauseIwaswokenbysomeone

shakingmegently.Iopenedmyeyesanditwas

Jade.Ifellonhisarms***

Jade:I'mhereNana,I'mherenow.

Me:TheyalmostkilledmeJade,Ialmostdied.

***Hekeptonbrushingmyback,whenIwas



calmIremovedmyheadandlookedathim***

Jade:FromnowonI'llmakesureyou'resafe

andI'llprotectyouwitheverystrengthIhave.

Me:Ican'tgobacktothathouseJade,Ican't

facethatwomaneveragain.

Aviwe:Ofcourseyounotgoingbackthere.I'll

takeyoutoaHotelinPretoriathenwe'lltakeit

fromthere.

Me:Thankyou

***Myvoicewashoarseandbreaking.Thenthe

nursecameinwithfoodandmedications.Jade

fedmethenhelpedmedrinkmymedicines.***

Me:WhenamIleaving?

Aviwe:Theysaidtodaybabe

***Ismiledfaintly.***

Me:ThankyouAviwe.Thankyousomuch

***Shesmiledbrushingmyhand***



Aviwe:CanIask?

***Inodded***

Aviwe:WhatreallyhappenedbetweenmyFam

andyou?

Me:Meaning?

Aviwe:WheneverItalkaboutyoutheythrow

staplesatme.What'sgoingon?

Me:Idon'tknowbutwhatIknowisthatIwoke

uptheotherdayeveryonehatingme.Ithensaw

yourbrother,Lunikoandgavemethemost

disgustinglook.OnlyGodknowswhat

happened.

***Shenoddedthenthedoctorcamein***

Dr:Seemslikemypatientisgettingbetter

Me:Withthemhereyes

***Hesmiledandexaminedmethengave

Aviwethedischargingforms,shesignedthen

Jadegavemehisjacket.IwenttoAviwe'scar



andwedroveinPretoriawithJadefollowingus.

WhenwegotinthehotelItookawarmbath

withsalttoeasethepain.AfterthatIdriedand

Aviwegavemeablackandwhitetracksuit.***

Me:Iwanttogohomeandtakefewthings

Jade:I'llgowithyou.

***WeleftandwegotthereIwentstraightto

mycottageandtookallmyclothes,schoolbag

withallmybooksinandschooluniformandleft

whatNonhleboughtforme,thenIwenttothe

mainhouseandNonhlewasshockedtosee

me***

Mom:Si...Siya

Me:IthoughtNolubabaloisthemostwicked

personinthisworldbutIguessIwaswrong,

You'rethedevilhimself

Mom:Si

***Iraisedmyhandasasignofstop***



Me:ForallmylifeI'veneverseensuchawicked

motherlikeyou.I'vebeentaughttoleranceand

patiencebutnowitcametothepointwhereI'm

sayingitsENOUGH.I'veheardEnoughofyour

mistreatments.I'mtiredofbeingyourslave

Nonhle,I'mtiredoftoleratingyournonsense.

I'mtiredofbeingyourpuppet

Mom:Yo......

Me:AndyouknowwhatIforgiveyouforputting

mylifeinmisery,Iforgiveyouforallthepain

yougaveme,IforgiveyouforkillingNtando,for

havingmebeatenintoapulp,Iforgiveyou

wholeheartedly.ButmayGodkeepyoualiveto

seemerisingbecauseIknowthateventuallyI'll

behappy.Itmaynotbenowbuteventually.I'll

keepthecompaniesandNonhleIwishyouall

thebestGodcanprovideforyou.Ijustdon't

knowwhyGodpunishedmelikethisbygiving

mesuchademonicmotherlikeyou

***Iwipedmytears***



Me:You'renothingbutadog.

***Ispitonherfaceandlefthertonguetied.I

gotinsidethecarandwedrovetothehotel.

Aviwewasnotaroundbutleftanotesaying

she'llseemetomorrow***

Jade:Hungry?

Me:Nobutastrongblackcoffeewilldo

Jade:Okay.IcalledhomeandtoldthemI'llstay

hereforfewdaysuntilwegetyouaplace.

***Inoddedandhegavememycupofstrong

coffee***

Jade:Whenareyougoingbacktoschool?

Me:Tomorrow

***helookedmeshocked***

Me:Ican'tbesittingheralldayfeelingsorryfor

myselfJade

***Henoddedandafterhewenttobath.I



watchedTVthenJadejoinedme***

Jade:Isowishyoucanfindhappinesslikeany

otherteenagersSiya.

Me:Iwill

***Ismiledandmyheartwasfilledwith

hope.***

Me:Thankyou

***Ikissedhischeek**

Jade:Wow

***Ichuckled***

Me:Let'spray

Jade:Okay

***IstartedprayingandaftersayingAmenmy

bodyfeltlighter,itwasliketheheavyloadonmy

shoulderwastakenoff.Iwenttobed***

Jade:CanIjoinin?

Me:Nope



Jade:Please,Iwannamakesureyou'resafe.

***Ichuckled***

Me:Nofunnybusiness

***Hecamerunningthenhrcuddledme.Iwoke

upwhensomeonegentlyshakingme.Ilooked

upanditwasJade***

Me:Hmmmmm

Jade:Timeforschool.YourwaterIsready,

comeandbathwhileIironyouruniform

***Istretchedmyarmsthenwenttobath,I

lotionandworemyuniform***

Jade:Youlooksoinnocentinthat

Me:Pshhshutup

***Hemadebreakfastandweate.AftereatingI

grabbedmybagandhedrovemetoschool***

Jade:Look,Chriswilllookafteryou.I'llcome

takeyouafterschool.



Me:Thanks

***hegavemeapocketmoneyandIgotinside.

IsawYolandanexttothegateandIpassed

her***

Yolanda:Siya

***Iturnedandlookedather***

Yolanda:IknowIhaven'tbeennicetoyouand

believemewhenIsayIdon'tknowwhatgotto

me,pleaseforgiveme.

Me:Fine

***Isaidturningbutshestoppedme***

Yolanda:IcametomysenseswhenIstarted

vomitingagreensmallfoldedplastic.

***Iwantedtolaughverybadbutenergydidn't

allowme***

Me:OkayYolandaIforgiveyou.

Yolanda:Canwemaybebefriendsagain



Me:Itsbetteroffwithoutthat.Imscaredof

friends.

Yolanda:IunderstandandagainI'msorry

***Ifakedsmileandturnedtowalkaway,Isaw

Chrisandrantohim***

Chris:Babe

Me:Nana

Chris:Nanaisyou.

Me:Whyme?

Chris:BecauseIsaidso

***Ismiled.DearGodIhopetheydon'tchange

tomonstersbecausetheyaretheonlyFAMI

haverightnow***

Chris:/Don'tcry

***Hesaidwipingtearsonmyface***

Chris:Youdeservetobehappy

Me:Thankyou.



Chris:Comeandmeetmygirlfriend.

***Igiggledfollowedbehindhimtointroduce

metohisgirl.***

Chris:Theresheis

***Ismiledlookingattheindiangirl,shewas

prettywithsmallhazeleyesandsmallpink

lips***

Chris:SiyathisisRoshni,Roshnithisismy

sisteralsomybestfriendSiyasanga

Roshni:NicetomeetyouSiya

***Shestretchedherhandforahandshake**

Me:Likewise.Igottagotoclass.

Roshni:Seeya

***Iblewkissesonthemgoingtomyclass***

IDON'TEVENKNOWMOTHER'SHATREDBUT

ANYWAYSI'LLKEEPONWRITING,SOI'M

SORRYIFYOUHAVEAPROBLEMGOTOHELL



ANDTAGYOURASSALONG.I'MTIREDOF

PEOPLEcriticizingME.ENOUGHNOW!!

.

.
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★NARRATED★

***Jadewokeupearlysincehisparentscalled

him.Hedidallhisroutinesthenfirstlydroveto

Kyalami,Nonhle'shouse.Whenhegottherehe

foundNonhlelayingonthecouchcryingherself

todeath.Hegentlyshookherandshejumped



quicklywipinghertearsaway.***

Nonhle:Whoareyou?

***Jadechuckledandsatnexttoher***

Jade:I'msorryma'am.MynameisJade

McCarthySiya'sbestfriend.

***Nonhlecriedoutloudshaking***

Nonhle:Wh....whereisshe??

Jade:Thatdoesn'tmatter,Icametogiveyou

this.

***Hethrewthebrownenvelopetoher***

Jade:Takethatandgobackwhereyoucoming

from.IunderstandthatSiyawasn'ttreatedwell

sinceherfatherdiedbutshewasbetteroff

withoutyou.Signthatandtakeallyour

companieswithyou.Siyawantsnothing,Imean

NOTHINGtodowithyou.

Nonhle:Thesecompanieswon'tbringback

whatI'velost.I'velostsomuch.



***Shetriedwipingtearsoffherfacebutitwas

useless***

Nonhle:I'velostmychildrenJade,I'velostmy

onlyson.I'vesoldmyowndaughtertomen,I

almostkilledher.I'mfinished.

***Shefellonherknees,heldherstomachand

criedherlungsout***

Nonhle:I'm.....I....m......fi..nished.

Jade:I'msorryMissCampbellbutyoumade

thisbedyourselfsolieonit.Itwillbethebestif

youstayawayfromher.

Nonhle:AhhhdearGodwhathaveIdone.

Jade:Cryingwonthelp.Ihavetogo.Goodbye.

***Hestoodup,lookedatherthenleft.He

drovetoFourwaysinhisparent'shouse.When

hegottherehefoundHisparentsalready

havingbreakfastwithChrisandPalesa(hisex

girl)***



Jade:Goodmorning

Trisha(hismom):Heybaby.Comesithere.

Jade:OKwhatisshedoinghere?

***LookingatPalesa***

Mike(dad):Justsitdownandhavebreakfast.

Chris:How'sSiya?

Jade:Copying

Trisha:Who'sthat?

Jade:Mygirlfriend

***HekeptaseriousfacelookingatPalesa***

Trisha:Toobadbecauseyouhavetoleavethat

girl.

Jade:I'llbedoingthatbecause?

Mike:Palesaisyoursoontobewifeandyou

shouldstayawayfromthatgirl.

Jade:Iwillneverdothat



Mike:Itwasn'tarequestrequestmyboy.You'll

marryPalesaandmywordisfinale

***Hisvoicewasfirmbutlow***

Jade:SiyaneedsmedadandIcannotjustleave

herlikethis.SheneedsaplacetostayandI'm

helpinghertofindit.

Trisha:Can'tshedothatherself?

Jade:No

Mike:Doesn'tshework?

***Jadekeptquietforsometime***

Jade:She'sstillinschoolfather.

Mike:GoodI'msureshehaveparentstogoto.I

don'twanttohearanythingaboutSiya.You'll

nowrespectyourwiferightoverthere.Orelse,

you'llwishIwasneveryourfather,you'llbe

disownedandI'llmakesurenoonepicksyou

upwhenyouaredown

***Jadeknewthathisfathermeanteveryword



hesaid.Heswallowedhardandnodded***

Jade:Yesfather

Chris:Weakassnxn

***Hestoodupandleftthemthere***

.

.

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***WhenIwokeup,Jadewasn'tintheroom.I

didallmymorningroutinesthenwenttoschool.

SchoolwasschoolandwhenIwentoutIsaw

Nonhlestandingnexttoherbrandnewcar.I

startedshakingfromfear.Mylegsjammedfor

fewsecondsthenshecametome.***

Mom:Thando

***Ikeptquiet***



Mom:Nana

***Shestartedcrying***

Mom:Ndiyaxolisa(I'msorry)Iwasn'tmyselfI

promise.TrustmewhenIsayIregretit.

Me:AnditstoolateLeandra.Itstoolateforthe

regrets,you'vetakenmysoul,stabbedmyheart

todeath.

Mom:Ndiyazi(Iknow)andIregretittrustme.I

wishIcanturnbacktheclockandmakethings

rightwithyoubutIknowthat'simpossible.Siya

ndiyakucela(please)forgiveme.

***Tearsescapedmyeyes***

Me:Lifewithoutyouwaswonderfuleven

thoughNolubabalotreatedmelikeadogbuyit

waswonderfuluntilyoucame.Whydidn'tyou

die?RightnowIwishyounevercamebackinto

mylife.Lookatyou,yousorry?Areyou?

***Iwipedmytearsbuttheystillkeptcoming***



Me:HowwouldIbegintotellyouthepainIfeel

right?MommyIamstillavirgin,ImeanIwas

stillavirgin.Icouldsmellhim,Icouldsmellthat

dogNolubabalosoldmeto.Hesmelledlikea

stalecigarettesmoke.Hecuffedmepainfully.

Hetouchedmyfaceandmyhairbristledwith

fright.

***IclosedmyeyesthinkingofTerrywhiletears

weredoubleddownmycheeks***

Me:Ifelthimentering.IwantedtoscreambutI

couldn't,hetoldmehepaidaGoodpriceforme.

IwholebodywasnumbandIhadfledintoa

deepdarkSpacewherenohumanbeingcould

everreachme.

***ShetriedtotouchmebutImovedback***

Me:AllmylifeI'veneverfeltsounworthy.

Daddytoldmethatawoman'sbodyisGod's

templeandIshouldalwaysrespectmybody

butafterthatIfeltlikeIbetrayedhim.MyKing.



***Shewasbusycrying***

Me:Doyouhowitfeelstobetortured?Raped?

Manipulated?Abused?Doyouknowhowit

feelstobeunhappy?PrayingeverydaytoGod

sohecanprotectyou?Mybodywashijacked

Nonhleandyouneverevergaveadamnabout

that.You'reheretodaytoaskforforgiveness

andtrulyspeakingIforgiveyou.Haveagood

life.

***Iwipedmytearsandwalkedaway***

Mom:I'MGOINGBACKTOUK

***SheshoutedaftermeandIturned****

Me:Forthefirsttimeyouspokesense.Go

Leandra.Go,youdonotbelonghere.Neverin

yourlifethinkofcomingback.You'vecaused

morethanenoughdamage.Go.

***Iturnedandrantothehotelcrying.WhenI

gotthereIfoundJadenotaroundandallhis

clothesweregone.Itriedcallinghimandhe



pickeduponthethirdring***

Jade:JadeMcCarthy

Me:Whereareyou?

Jade:OhSiya.I'matFourways.

Me:Whenareyoucomingback?

Jade:Idon'tknowbutdon'texpectmeanytime

soon

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Jade:Itstimeyoustandonyourfeetandtake

careofyourself.Ihaveafamilytotakecareof

Siya,youalso

havetofindyourownfamily.

***Tearsescaped.WowIdidn'texpectthisfrom

him,knowingverywellthatIhavenooneatall.I

cutthecallandsatonthefloorandsobbed.

Why?Don'tIdeservehappiness?I'minthisbad

worldalonenow.Istoodupandwenttocheck

thecontractformom'scompaniesandIdidn't



findit***

Me:JADE

***Iscreamedcryingmylungsout.HowwillI

payformyschoolfees?HowwillIpayforthis

hotel?Ihavetoleavebeforetheykickmeout.

WhathaveIdonetodeservesuchpain?Mylife

isjustacurse.Icriedwithallthesethoughtsin

myhead.OhhowIwishdaddywasheretotell

meallwillbealright.***

..

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***AftercryingIstoodupandstartedpacking

mystuff.IthoughtofcallingAviweandaskfor

helpbutIdidn'twanttobemoreofaburden.

AfterpackingIchangedintoablackandwhite

tracksuitandblackadidaskicksthenwentto

dropthekeysatthereception.EventhoughI

hadnoclueaboutwhereIwasgoingbutwith

Goditiswell.IonlyhadaR100notewithme

nothingelse.Lifeissoflabbergastingright,how

allofthesuddenyougofrombeinghappyto

sadness,fromsadnesstohappinessthenagain



ittakeyoubacktosquareone.HowIwishI

wasn'tborn,howIwishIhadbothparentsto

takecareofme,loveme.IwishInevermet

Jade,IwishInevermetLuniko,Leandra,

Nolubabalo,Asemahle,everyone.Imissthose

dayswithdaddywhenitwasjustthetwoofus

againsttheworld,hewouldbuymeacar

insteadofadollandwhenIaskwhyhewould

say"Iwantyoutothinklikeabusinesswoman

insteadofsittinghomeandtakingcareof

babies."Healwayswantedmetobethesonhe

neverhadbutanywaysthatallcameingood

terms.IlovedhimmorethanIlovedmyself.

AfterallthislongwalktoGodknowswhere,I

wassupertired.Isatdownandboughtsome

chips,drinkandbread.Iwasintearsallalong

tryingtopicturehowlifewouldhavebeenif

daddywashere.Aftereating,Istoodupand

continuedwalking.Itwasnow10pmandIwas

scared,twoboyscamerunningtowardsmeand

grabbedmybag****



Me:Myb....

***That'sallImanagedtosaybeforefalling

downmykneesandcriedforthebetter.Crying

wasuselessbecauseitdidn'thelp,noone

listened,noonecared.IpickedmyselfupandI

wasreadyforanything.***

"Dumela"

***IlookedupwithfearandIwouldbelyingifI

sayIknowher****

Her:I'mSharon

***Ilookedatherblanklyandsaidnothing***

Sharon:You'rebeautiful,whatareyoudoing

hereinthisnight?

Me:Walking.

Sharon:Yousupposetobehome,studyingor

anything

Me:I'mhomeless.



***Wesatonthebigstone***

Sharon:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Imeanthat.Wenawhatareyoudoinghere?

Sharon:Ihadtorunawayfromhome

Me:Why?

***Thatcamequick***

Sharon:Ranawayfrommystepfather,heused

meashissexslaveandmomhadnosayinthat.

***Icouldhearthesadnessinhervoice.She

waspretty,darkbeauty,dimples,smallChinese

eyes,shehasabodyofamodelandmiddle

height***

Me:I'msorry.

Sharon:What'syourname?

***IforgotIdidn'ttellher***

Me:Siyasanga

***Shenodded***



Sharon:I'mhungry

***TearsfellonmyfaceasIthoughtaboutthe

moneyI'mleftwithandwithSharontoothings

willbetough.Itookthechangeinmypocket

andgaveherR20***

Me:Here.Gogetsomethingtoeat.

Sharon:Whataboutyou?

Me:Iwannadie

***Shewipedawaymynonstoptearsonmy

face***

Sharon:We'llgetoverthis.

Me:When?

Sharon:Timehealsandwehavetolivetosee

that.We'llsurviveallthis.Godseesus,he's

listeningtoourcriesandhewillfindasolution

andwewillbefine.

Me:Who'sGod?Ishetheonewholetallthis

happen?Ishetheonewhotookmydaddyaway



fromme?Ishetheonewhomademomturn

herbackawayfromme?Ihatehimifthat'sthe

Godyou'retalkingabout.

***Iwascryingallalongtryingtofigurewhat

wentwrong.DearMyLife,whereareyoutaking

me?***

Sharon:Hehadreasonsforthàt,don'tdoubthis

gloryandmercy.

Me:Please

***Icriedassheembracedme.***

Sharon:Let'sgogetsomeplacetosleep.

***Wewalkedtothesmallsheltersheusedto

sleepin.Isaidashirtprayerandcriedmyselfto

sleepontheold,dirty,tornmattress.NotthatI

hadanychoicethough.Iwokeupfromthe

screamsandIquicklystoodupwhenIsawthat

Sharonwaslayingtherebythedoornaked.I

crawledtoherandIcriedhysterically***



Me:Whathappened?

Sharon:Theyrapedme.

***Shesaidweaklylookslikeshewasonpains

andheartbroken.***

Me:Sharon

Sharon:Helpmeup,wehavetorun.

***Shecouldn'tstopthetearsonherfaceand

sowasI.Isthistheenvironmentyouwanted

metoliveindaddy?Aftershegotdressedwe

startedrunningtoonlyGodknowswhere.I

couldn'tstopthinkingfortheworst.Iwasafraid

andlosthope.***

Sharon:Ithoughtleavingmystepfatherwill

makethingsworse.

***Ipityhersomuch.Iembracedherandwe

werecryingoneachother'sarms***

.

.
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★NARRATED★

***ItwasaWednesdaymorningandtomorrow

wasSiya'sbirthday.EventhoughJadeknew

thatitwasgonnabeimpossibletospendtime

withherfortheday.HegotupleavingPalesa

sleepingandwenttobath,lotionandworehis

blueskinnyjean,whitekappaT-shirtandblue

andwhitevans.thenwentdownstairs.Hismom

wasmakingsomebreakfastandhisdadwas

havingsomecoffee***

Jade:Goodmorning

Trisha:Hey,where'sPalesa?

Jade:Inherroom.

Mike:Goingsomewhere?

Jade:Yes.I'llseeyouguyslater.

***HeleftthemthereanddrovetoPretoriain



thehoteltoseeSiya.Sadlythereceptionisttold

himthatsheleftandsomeoneelsemovedin

thatroom.Hewenttoherschoolandthe

teachershaven'tseenhertoday.Hestarted

sweating***

Jade:Whereisshe?

***Hetriedcallingherbutitwentstraightto

voicemail.Hestartedpanickingandhoping

she'ssafewhereversheis***

Jade:Itisallmyfault.Ifanythinghappensto

her..

***Heshookhisheadtryingallhisbesttofight

thetears***

Jade:Iwon'tforgivemyself.Why?

***Heputhandsonhisface***

Jade:DearGodpleaseprotecther.Ihopeallis

well.OhSiyapleasedoforgiveme.Please

forgiveme



***Hegotinsidethecaranddroveback

home*****

INSERTTWENTYTHREE
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★SIYASANGA★

***ItwasmybirthdayandithurtsknowingthatI

willbecelebratingitonthestreetswith

Sharon.***

Sharon:What'swrong?

Me:Iwishthisdayneverexisted.

Sharon:Meaning?



Me:Itsmybirthdaytoday.Ifmyfatherwashere,

hewould'vemadeitspecial.

***Shewipedtearsawayfrommyface***

Sharon:LethimrestinpeaceSiyaandIbelieve

thatwe'llgetoverthis.Listen

***Ilookedatherandshesmiled***

Sharon:HAPPYBIRTHDAYTOYOU,HAPPY

BIRTHDAYTOYOU,HAPPYBIRTHDAYDEAR

SIYA,HAPPYBIRTHDAYTOYOU.

***ShesangtomeandIwassmilinglikean

idiot.She'shasanangelicvoice,verysmooth

andpure.***

Sharon:Happybirthdaybaby.MayGofulfillall

yourwishes,mayyouhaveaneternal

happinesswithoutworriesandpain.Mayyou

livelongerandconquerall.

***Iwipedtearsonmyfaceandhuggedher***

Me:Youjustmadeitspecialthanks.



Sharon:Whatdowedoforyoutoday?

Me:Wehavetofindfood.I'mhungry.

Sharon:Whateveryouneedbirthdaygirl.

***Shesmiledandhelpedmeup.Wewentto

buysomethingforustoeatthenwalkedtothe

parktoeat.Aftereatingwewalkedaroundand

startedchatting.***

"Hey"

***Welookedupanditwasabeautifulladyon

herlate30s***

Us:Hi

Lady:UhmI'mquietlost,Ineedyourhelp.

Sharon:With?

Lady:IneedaplacecalledBesvally.

***IlookedatSharonbecauseIdon'thavean

ideaaboutwherethatplacecouldbe***

Sharon:Okay



***Shestarteddirectingherandshethanked***

Lady:Whyyouguysheresoearly?Aren'tyou

supposetobeatschool?

***WelookedateachandIswallowed***

Me:Wejusttookawalk,wewritingourexams

andwe'renotwritingtoday

***Shesmiled***

Lady:Howoldareyou?

Me:17today

Sharon:17

Lady:Todayitsyourbirthday?

***Inodded***

Lady:HappyBirthday.What'syourname?

Me:SiyasangaandthisisSharon.

Lady:Siyasanga,yournameremindsmeofmy

niecewhichIlastsawherwhenshewas

monthsold.WellI'mLikhonaDl.....holdon



***Therewasacallandshepickedupand

answered.Afteransweringshelookedatus***

Lady:Ihavetorun.Nicemeetingyougirlsand

thanksforthedirections.Dowellatschool.

***ShegaveusR100eachandleft***

Sharon:Whydidn'tyoutellherthatweare

homeless?

Me:Becausewecan'ttelleveryoneoursituation.

Sharon:Whatifshewasgonnahelpus?

Me:Whatifshewasn't?

***Shesighedwithannoyance***

Sharon:Retlorekaeng?(Whatarewegonna

buy?)

Me:We'llkeepitforanotherday.

***Shenodded***

Sharon:Ihopethingsgetbettersoon.

***Hervoicewasbreaking***



Me:Comelet'spray

***Westartedprayingandwestartedwalking

again***

.

.
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★NARRATED★

***Aviwewascryingandthrowingtantrums

lookinglikeamess,herfacebecamered,her

eyeswerepuffyandswollen***

Aviwe:ItsyourdamnfaultJade.It'syourdamn

fault.Ifyoudon'tgoandfindher,you'llwishyou

neverknewme.

Jade:Itried

Aviwe:Youtried?Youtried?Bytellinghertogo



findherfamilythatshedon'tevenknow,isthat

trying?

Jade:Whatwasasupposetodo?

Aviwe:Youweresupposetogotoher,makeher

understandnotjustditchherlikenothing.Jade

youknowexactlythatSiyaisn'tstableenough

tostandonherownfeet.

***Shesatonthecouch***

Aviwe:You'llgoandfindher.

Jade:Where?

Aviwe:Idon'tfuckenknowbutyouwillfindher.

Jade:WhataboutPalesa?

***Aviweshookherheadindisbelief***

Aviwe:YounevercaredaboutSiya'shappiness

didyou?

Jade:YesIdid

Aviwe:Idon'tthinkso.



***ShelookedatJade***

Aviwe:Youonlyhavetwooptions,losingyour

lifeandfindingSiya.Whichoneisbetter?

***Hekeptquiet***

Aviwe:Goodgofindher

***ShestoodupandleftJadethere***
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★NARRATED★

***AviwewasinthesittingroomwithJade

whentherewasaknockonthedoor.Aviwe



slowlywenttoopenandNonhlewasstanding

there***

Aviwe:MissCampbell

Nonhle:MayIcomeinplease?

***Shemadeawayforherandwenttothe

diningroom***

Jade:Whatthiswomanwanthere?

Aviwe:Jadeplease.

Nonhle:UhmI'msorryforpitchingup

unannounced.IneedtotalktoSiyaplease.

Jade:AndIthoughtyouwerefarfromthis

country.

Aviwe:Jadeno

Nonhle:There'ssomethingimportantIneedto

tellher,please.

***Aviweclearedherthroat***

Aviwe:Wedon'tknowwheresheis.



Nonhle:Meaning?

Aviwe:Sheranaway,wedon'tknowwhereshe

is.

***Nonhlestoodupwithtearsthreatening***

Nonhle:Itisallmyfault.Iwouldneverforgive

myselfforthis.

Jade:Youshouldblameyourself.Thisisall

yourdoings.

Nonhle:I'llfindher

Jade:Wewillfindherourselves

***Nonhlelookedat,Jade***

Nonhle:She'smydaughtertoo,myownchild.

Jade:Ohhellyouare

Nonhle:Idonotneedyourpermissiontogofind

mychild.

Jade:Thenifshewasreallyyoursthenyou

wouldn'thavesoldhertooldmen



Nonhle:Itwasamistakeforfucksake

Jade:Ohhellitwas.Youwillstayfarawayfrom

Siyabecauseifyoudon'tncncnc.You'llsee

whatI'vemadeof

Aviwe:Stopit

Nonhle:Youremptythreatsain'tshittome

Jade:Wh....

Aviwe:STOPIT,JUSTSTOPIT.SIYAIS

MISSINGANDYOUJUSTFIGHTANDSHIII.ITS

YOURDAMNFAULT,BOTHOFYOUITSYOUR

FAULT.IFYOUDIDNTHURTHERANDLEAVE

HERSHEWOULD'VEBEENHERERIGHTNOW.

WHYYOUGUYSSOSELFISH?YOUDONOT

CAREABOUTSIYA,YOUNEVERCARED.THE

POORCHILDHASBEENCRYINGFORLOVE

ANDHAPPINESSBUTBECAUSEYOU'RE

NONHLE,BECAUSEYOU'REJADENOWTHE

POORCHILDHASTOSUFFER.

Jade:Aviwenodon'tsaythatits.....



***Aviwewasnowintears***

Aviwe:NOJADE,WHATDIDSHEDOTO

DESERVEYOU?WHATDIDSHEDOTO

DESERVESUCHCRUELPEOPLE?HOWDOYOU

GUYSSLEEP?SOPLEASE!

***Shekeptquietandwipedtearsoffherface

andtookadeepbreath***

Aviwe:I'llgofindherandIbegyou,ifIdo,stay

awayfromher.Shedoesn'tdeserveyoutwo..

Sopleaseleave

***Theybothlookedather***

Nonhle:But.....

Aviwe:PleaseNonhle,juststayawayfromher.

Dothisonethingforme.

***Theystoodupandleft.Aviwechangedintoa

peachproxytracksuitandpeachadidaskicks

andtookani8caranddrovetolookforSiya***

Aviwe:Iwon'tsleepuntilIfindyoubabe



.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***Leavingonthestreetsisveryhard.Ican't

livelikethisnomore,Ican't.***

Sharon:Siya

***Ilookedather***

Sharon:Don'tcry

***Shewipedtearsawayfrommyface***

Sharon:We'llgetoverthis,allwillbefine.We'll

gobacktoschool,gotouniversity,graduate,be

somethinginlifeandconquertheworld.We'll

surviveallthis.Godwillmakeawayforus.He

didn'tforgetus.

Me:Sharonareyounottired?Aren'tyoutiredof



hopingsomethingthatwillneverhappen?Can't

youseewe'redestinedtosuffer?Iwannadie

now,We'vebeensleepinginanoldbuildingfor

2weeksnow,whenlastdidweeat?Itsbeen

dayswithoutfood,weonlydrinkwaterandyou

keephopingandhoping.

Sharon:Don'tsaythatSiya.

Me:Whycan'twejustkillourselves?Lookat

theclotheswe'rewearing?LookSharonjust

takealookatus,we'reugly.

Sharon:Siyapleasedon'tbesonegative

Me:Let'sjustdie,lifehasdefeatedus

Sharon:Lifedidn'tdefeatus,thisisjustatest

andwehavetofindawaytopassit.

Me:I'vefaileditalready.Thisistoomuchto

take

***Icriedandsheembracedme,shewasbusy

brushingmyback***



Sharon:Godisnotblind,Godisnotdeafand

Godisnotafool.He'llfindawaytogetusout

ofhere.

***Iremainedquiet,wishingJadecouldcome

andrescueus.***

Me:I'mhungry

Sharon:Metoo.

Me:Let'sgodrinkwater

Sharon:Whydon'twegoandstandonthe

robotsandaskformoney.

Me:Thatwon'tbeeasy

Sharon:Wecan'tkeepdrinkingwatereverytime

we'rehungry,ourbodiesneedfoodtoo

Me:OKthen.

***Westoodupandwenttotherobots***
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★NARRATED★

***Jadewasinhisbedroomwith

Palesa(fiancée).Hewassittingontopofthe

bedbusyonhislaptop***

Palesa:Aren'tyoutiredofsittingthereand

typing?

Jade:Justleavemealone.

Palesa:Wherewereyoulastnight?

***Jadelookedatherthenbacktohislaptop***

Palesa:Who'sthisbitch?

Jade:Bitch?



Palesa:Yesabitchwhoyousleepwith.

Jade:There'snobitchhere,soifyoudon'tmind

canIworkinpeacewoman.

Palesa:Youshouldstartrespectingme!

Jade:Likeyoucouldn'trespectyourself?Oh

pleaseleavemethefuckalone.

Palesa:I'myourfuturewifeJade

Jade:Notmyrealwife.Youwerechosenforme,

soIcouldjustpretendtolikeyou.

***Palesaswallowedhard***

Palesa:Whyareyoustillkeepingmeherewhen

youwon'tacceptme.JadeIgiveyoulove,I

respectyou,Idoalaundryforyou,Icook,Iiron.

IsthisthethanksI'mgetting?

Jade:ThanksPalesabutwehaveamaidifyou

didn'tnotice.

Palesa:Can'tyoujustloveme?



Jade:Love?Loveyou?MyloveIsforSiyanot

somepeopleactinglikewivesjeez.

Palesa:Who'sthat?

Jade:Myrealwife.

***Palesasatdownanddownwithtears

escaping***

Palesa:Wow!SoI'myoursecondbest?Second

best?

Jade:Whateveryounameit.

***Palesawipedhertearsoffherface***

Palesa:Doessheloveyou?

***Hekeptquiet***

Palesa:Ithoughtasmuch.

***ShestoodupandlefthimthereandChris

gotin****

Chris:Jade

Jade:Yeahbro



Chris:DidSiyachangedschool?Idon'tseeher

nomore.

Jade:Y...ye..ahyeah

Chris:OKwhenwillIgoandseeher?

Jade:Idon'tknow

Chris:ComeonJade

***Hekeptquiet***

Chris:Jadewassupyoulooksodisturbed

***Quiet***

Chris:Jade

Jade:Siyaismissing,wedon'tknowwhereshe

is.

***Chrisslowlystooduplookingathis

brother***

Chris:No

Jade:Welookedforhereverywhereand

nothing



***Hecried***

Jade:Itisallmyfault.

Chris:Whatdoyoumeanitisallyourfault?

***hetoldhimeverything***

Chris:Soshewenttolookforherunknown

family?Jadewhyareyousoheartless?You

knowexactlywhereshecomesfrom,damn.

Jade:Whereyougoing?

Chris:Todowhatyoufailedtodo.Imadeabig

mistakebyintroducinghertoyou.Lookwhat

you'vedone.Justtakealook.

***HeleftJadecursinghislife***

.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★



***Wewerestandingnexttotherobotsasking

formoney.Ididn'tcareaboutwhosawme.AllI

wantedwasfoodtoeat.Whilewewerebusy

theblackrangeroverstoppednexttousand

thewindowwasrolleddown.Yohyohyoh!!***

"Girls?"

Me:SisLikhona

***Stillrememberher?Yestheonewhowas

lookingfordirections***

Likhona:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Sharon:Askingformoney

***Ipinchedher***

Sharon:What?

Me:Actuallywe'rewaitingforsomeone

Likhona:Justgetinside

Me:Wecan'tw.......

Sharon:OK



***Shedraggedmetothecar***

Me:Sharon

***Iwhisperedannoyed***

Sharon:What?

***Shewhisperedback.Likhonastartedthe

engineanddrove.Thedrivewasquietuntilwe

reachedthebeautifulapartment.Thesecurity

openedandshedrovein***

Likhona:Comeguys

***wegotoffandluckilyherhousewasinthe

firstfloor.Wewalkedinandshetoldustosit

whileshemakesomethingforustoeat.After

shecamewithsandwichandjuice***

Us:Thanks

***Shesmiledandsatdown***

Likhona:Let'sstartovergirls.You'lltellmehow

youendeduplivingonthestreets.



Me:Wearenotlivingonthestreets

Sharon:Yesweare.

Me:Youonly.

Sharon:ComeonSiya.Weneedhelp.

***Ikeptquietandfocusedonmyfood***

Likhona:Siyayouwillstart

***Ilookedatherwithmymouthfulloffood***

Likhona:Comeon

***Iswallowed***

Me:I'mSiyasangaElothandoDlamini

Likhona:Dlamini?Wow!

***Shesmiled***

Me:IgrewupinMidrandlivingwithmydadwho

died2yearsago

***Itoldhereverythingandshewasintears***

Likhona:Hedied?Whydidn'ttheytellme?



***SharonandIlookedateachother

confused***

Likhona:Aftersomanyyearsthinkingmy

brotherisalivebuthedied.

***Whoisherbrothernow?***

Likhona:Siyasanga

***Ilookedather***

Likhona:Myniece

***Eh***

Me:Yourniece?Theoneyoulastsawwhenshe

wasasmallbaby?

Likhona:She'sback

Me:Back?

***Shewipedtearsoffherface***

Likhona:NolubabalowasjealousofNonhle.

Shewantedyourfatheralltoherself.Shedidall

shecantokillyourmotherandIknewaboutit.I



fearedforNonhle'slifeandIwantedtotellher

allthetruth

***Shekeptquiettryingtocatchsome

breath***

Likhona:OnedaywhenIwasabouttotellher

everything,NolubabaloappearedandIcouldn't

tellher.ThenIgotthescholarshiptoHaward

collagethenIlostcontactwithher.

Me:Whoareyou?

Likhona:I'mLikhonaDlamini.Icameback6

monthsago,I'vegotaconstructioncompany

therebutmomdidn'ttellmeaboutAndile's

death.

Me:You....y..ouaremyaunt?

***Shenoddedcrying***

Sharon:Siyayoufoundyourfamilymember

***Shesmiledbetweenhertears***

Me:No



***Theylookatme***

Me:Ididn'tfindmyfamilymember.

***Iwipedtearsawayfrommyface***

Me:Sharonyou'remysistertoo

***Shestoodupandhuggedme***

Sharon:Siya

Me:Itsokaynow

Likhona:I'llbeback

***Shestoodupandleft***

Me:We'retogetherinthisSharon

INSERTTWENTYSIX
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★NARRATED★

***AfterNonhlesaidshe'sgoingbacktoUK,

Asewenttolivewithhermother,soshe'sbeen

withNolubabalosince.NonhleandNolubabalo

hadbecameenemiesagain.Asemahleand

Tshidisowerecouple.SoAsewasbackfrom

thepensdownpartythatwasinNewsCafé.

Whenshegothomeinthemorning,Nolubabalo

waswaitingforherinthesittingroom***

Nolubabalo:Uvelaphiwena?(Whereyou

comingfrom?)

Ase:DoIneedtoexplainmyselftoyou?

Khondiyekeinpeace(leavemeinpeace)

Nolubabalo:Jongakesisi,kukwamapha

awuzukwenzaunothanda(Lookheresister,this

ismyhouseyouwon'tdoasyouplease)



Ase:Blahblahblah,can'tIjustenjoymyself.I

wasnotthereinyourchildhooddayssoleave

mealone.

Nolubabalo:Khowutshouvelaphi?(Tellme

whereyoucomingfrom?)

Ase:Aphokungenje(Whereitsnotlikethis)

***Nolubabalochuckles***

Nolubabalo:Uyazilawulaneh(youcontrol

yourself)

Ase:Justkeepquiet,Igotnewsforyou

***Shesmiledlookingathermother***

Ase:GuesswhoIwaswith?

Nolubabalo:KettyPerry?

***Aserolledhereyes***

Ase:Nope,Iwaswith

***Shesmiled***

Ase:MrMcCarthy



***Nolubabaloscreamed***

Nolubabalo:Whichone?

Ase:JadeMcCarthy

***Sheblushed***

Nolubabalo:Youknowwhat?Goodgirl

Ase:HewasinNtando'sfuneralyazi(youknow)

Nolubabalo:Really?

***Shenodded***

Ase:Thewayhewasholdingmemama.His

voice

***Shescreamedtoherself***

Ase:Heheldmedownthewholenight.

Nolubabalo:Bringhimclosebaby,he'syour

futurehusband.

Ase:Ofcourse.Iwon'tlethimslipthroughmy

fingers.He'smine.Ican'twaittotelltheworld.



Nolubabalo:That'smygirl.That'sthegirlI've

raised.Don'tdisappointme.

Ase:Lemmegoandfreshenup,thenightwas

veryveryverybusy.

Nolubabalo:OKmybaby

***Shewassmilinglikeanidiot***

Ase:IwishSiyawashere,shewasgonnabe

happyformeyaz

Nolubabalo:Sotellmewhatwillyoudowith

thisboy,Tshidiso?

***Shegroanedwithannoyance***

Ase:I'llgetridofhim

***Shelefttofreshenup***

.

.

.

.



★MEANWHILE★

***PalesawascryinglayingonbedwhenJade

cameinwithhangoverkillinghim***

Jade:Whodied?

***Palesawipedofftearsonherfaceand

turnedtofaceJade***

Palesa:Wherewereyou?

Jade:Farfromyou

Palesa:Whydon'twejustforgetaboutthis

marriage,it'sclearthatyoudon'twantmehere.

Allyouwantistohavesexwithme.

Jade:Youknowthatwecan'tstopthewedding.

Dadwilldisownme.

Palesa:OhIsee.Youkeepingmeheresoyou

willgetalltheinheritance.Wellinthatcase,I'll

goandtalktoyourfather,andtellhim

everything.

***ShetemptedtogobutJadeblockedher



way***

Jade:Youwon'tdare

Palesa:Watchme

***ShetriedtogobutJadeblockedheragain***

Jade:Don'tdothis.OkayI'msorryPalesa,I'm

sorryforgivingyouhardtimes,I'msorrythat

I'mnotrespectingyou,honoryou.Please

forgivemebutdon'tdothis.

Palesa:Youdon'tmeanit,doyou?

***Henodded***

Jade:Imeanit.Okayletmemakeituptoyou.

***Hewipedhertearsandkissedher

forehead***

Palesa:Promisemethatyou'llrespectme,give

meyourtime,attention,promisemeyou'llbea

goodman,agoodhusband.

Jade:Ipromise



***Theyhugged***

Palesa:IknowyouloveSiyamorethanyoulove

me,andIknowIwon'tbeabletoreplaceher,I

won'tforceyoutolovemeandstoplovingher.

Butgiveusachance

Jade:Shhhhdon'tcry

.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***SharonandIwerewatchingtv,itwas12pm

andwewerewearingblackjumpsuit,Aunt

Likhonabroughtforusyesterday.Shebrought

fewclothesandIwasreallyscaredtobeclose

toherbecauseeveryoneimclosewith

eventuallyleavesandhurtme.Iwasscaredthat

she'llchangelikeeveryoneelse.Asy'allknow



whatI'vebeenthrough***

"Babies"

***ThatwasauntLikhonawitharoman'spizza

boxanddrinks***

Likhona:Hopeyou'rehungry

Sharon:Yesweare

***Igiggled.Sharonalwayssayyesto

everything***

Likhona:Dugin.

***Shedidn'tletherfinish,shetookasliceandI

didtoo***

Likhona:Siyadoyoustillrememberyour

mother'saddress?

***Ilookedather***

Me:Why?

Likhona:Ineedtotalktoheraboutsomething.

Me:Oh



Likhona:Don'tworry,Iwon'tlethergetnearyou.

Me:IthinkIstillrememberit.

Likhona:Mindgivingme.

***Igaveher***

Me:ButIdon'tthinkshe'sstillinthecountry

Likhona:Meaning?

Me:Shetoldmeshe'sgoingbacktoUK,Itold

hertonevercomeback.

Likhona:Ihopeshedidn'tgo.

***Shestoodup,kissedourforeheadandleft***

Sharon:Willyouforgiveyourmother?

Me:Noteveninheaven

***Shegiggled***

Sharon:Mymomtoo.ButIthankGodfor

introducingmetoyou.Youmakemypaingo

away



Me:WehavemanythingsincommonShaz.our

painconnectedustogether.Youtaughtme

patienceandhope.

Sharon:Ncoooh

***Iblushedandshelaughed***

Sharon:Imissmyboyfriend.

***Shesighed***

Me:ArgI'msurehe'swithanothergirlaswe

speak.

Sharon:Thanks

Me:I'mspeakingthetruth.I'msurehe'sspoiling

herwithsortsofdeliciousthingsandmany

kisses.

***Shelookedatme***

Sharon:Ihateyouforthis.

Me:AndI'msureheevenforgotaboutyour

existence.



Sharon:Thanks

Me:You'rewelcome

***Ismiled***

Me:Forgetabouthim.

Sharon:Whatifhedidn'tforgetmeSiya?

Me:Thenhewill,don'tworry.

***Shelookedatmewithhereyespoppedout

andmouthopen.Igiggled***

Me:Iloveyou

***ShethrewapillowbutItdidn'thitme.Istood

upandranwithherchasingmearoundthe

house***

Sharon:I'llgetyou.

Me:Truthhurtsboo

INSERTTWENTYSEVEN
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★LIKHONA★

***AfterSiyatoldmehermom'saddressI

decidedtogopayheravisit.AllIwantedwasto

haveasmalltalkwithher,Ijusthopeshe'sstill

inSA.ItookmycaranddrovetoKyalami.When

Igotthere,luckilythegatewasopentoIdrove

in.Igotoutandwenttoknock.Sheopenedand

wassurprisedtoseeme***

Nonhle:Li...likhona

Me:HeyNonhlehowareyou?

***Iwassmilinglookingather***

Nonhle:I'm....I'mfinepleasecomein.



***Shemadeawayformeandtomysurprise

shewasnotalone.***

Nonhle:Uh....LikhomeetJade,Jadethisis

Likhona

Jade:Nicetomeetyouma'am

***Inoddedsittingdown***

Nonhle:Itsbeenyearshey

Me:YesIknow

Nonhle:Howdidyougetmyaddress?

Me:Don'tworryaboutthat.WhereisSiya

***Shefakedsmile***

Nonhle:Don'tyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou.

Nonhle:Siya,uhmshe......

Jade:She'smissing

Me:Oh!Why?



Jade:Wedon'tknow.

Me:Really?Nonhletalk

Nonhle:Ashejustsaid......westilllookingfor

her.

Me:Howlonghasshegonemissing?

Nonhle:Twoweeks

***Ilaughedsarcasticallylookingatherwith

disbelief***

Me:WowNonhle.Justwow.Sotellmewhydid

yousellSiyatomen?

***Sheswallowedlookingatmewitheyes

poppedout***

Nonhle:H..ho...howdidyoufindout?Imean

whotoldyou?

***Ichuckled***

Me:Itdoesn'tmatter.YoulefttoUKNonhle

leavingthechildalone.



Nonhle:Ileftherwithherfather

Me:Youleftherwithawomanwhomadehera

prostitute.Shehadtorunandleaveonstreets

becauseofyouall.IfIdidn'tfindher.......

Jade:/Where'sshe?

***Ilookedatthisguy***

Me:Wheredidyouleaveher?

***Heswallowedhard***

Me:Thendon'taskmeabullshit.Youleftyour

childwiththesamewomanwhowantedtokill

you.Youevenkilledyourowndamnson

becauseofwhat?Wickedness?

***Shelookedatmecrying***

Me:OhpleaseWipethosecrocodiletears.May

Godpunishyouverybad,Iwishyoucansuffer

untilyouaskGodtotakeyourlifeandhe

would'veturnedhisbackagainstyou.Iwishall

thepainthatSiyahadexperiencedbecauseof



youhappenthousandtimestoyouand

everyoneelsewhohurther.

Nonhle:PleaseLikhona,pleaseletmeseeher.

***Ilaughedlookingathercrying***

Me:IhateyouwitheveryfibreIhaveinmybody,

Ihateyouverymuch.WhydidGodgiveSiya

suchanevilmother.Shedoesn'tdeservethis.

Jade:Likhonapleaseletusseeherplease

Me:Overmydeadbody.

Jade:Please

Me:Siyadoesn'tneedyou.Thepoorchildhas

toliveinthestreets,eatingnothing,drinking

onlywaterandyou'rehereNonhlelivingina

doublesstorey,sleepingonacomfybed,eating

allkindsofdelicious.

***Shewipedtearsoffherface***

Me:Ohmypoorbrothermustbeturningonhis

grave,hemustbecursinghimselfformarrying



suchahalfmindedwoman.

Nonhle:P......

Me:Saveitforsomeonewhocars.I'mdone

here

Nonhle:Likhonapleasedon'tgo

***Itookmybagandleftthemshoutingmy

name.***

.

.

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***IwascookingwhileSharonwaswashingfew

dishes.Withherhereitfeltsogood,withherI

feelsocomplete.I'mjustgladIfoundher

beforeanyoneelse.Thewayweconnect,the

bondwesharedwasverystrong.Shewasa



sisterthatAsefailedtobecome.Aftercooking

wesetthetableandauntLikhonaarrived***

Likhona:Babies

Me:Wecooked

Likhona:Thankyousomuch,I'mverystarving.

Sharon:Canyouborrowusyourlaptopafter?

Likhona:Coolnowlet'seat

***Wedishedupforourselvesandsaidagrace

thendugin.Aftereatingwewashedthedishes

andAuntLikhonaborrowedusherlaptopand

wewenttoourbedroom,changedintosleeping

clothesandgotinsidethecovers,weloggedon

Instagramusingmyaccount.OhdearestGod,

itsbeenalongtime.IwenttoJade'sprofile,I

don'tknowbutIdid.Isawapostofhimand

anothergirlwritten"Engagedandsoontobe

married"Idon'tknowwhybutmyheartbroke***

Me:Wow



Sharon:Who'sthat?

Me:Afriend.

***Isighedscrollingdownthepics.ThemoreI

scrolled,themoremyheartwastorn.Hewas

happyandbetteroffwithoutme***

Sharon:Inboxhim

***Ishookmyhead***

Sharon:What'swrongbaby?

***Isaidnothingfocusingonthepicofhimand

thisgirl.Theywerecute,Ican'thate.Sharon

snatchedthelaptopandinboxedhim***

Me:WHATTHEFUCKBRO?

***Isaidtryingtodeletethemessagebutitwas

toolatebecauseitwasalreadydelivered***

Me:NomanSharon

Sharon:You'llthankmelater

***Shesmiledlookingatme.Heresponded***



Jade:Siya?

***IlookedatSharonandshewassmilingat

me***

Me:Youseewhatyoudid?

Sharon:Replytheguy.

Me:Itsnouse

***Shetookthelaptopandreplied"Yesthat's

me"***

Me:Thisguyisgettingmarried.

Sharon:Youhadhimfirstsoyoucanstillhave

himnow

***Ilookedatherwithdisbelief***

Me:Whosaidhewasmine?

Sharon:Yourface

***Shegiggled***

Jade:"WowBabe,whereareyou?Areyou

okay?"



Me:"I'mfine.Congratulationsonyourwedding"

Jade:"Ohyouknow?"

Me:"Yeah,you'reaperfectmatch.GreattasteI

see"

Jade:"Canwemeet?"

***IlookedatSharonandshenodded***

Me:"That'snotagoodideaJade"

Jade:"Itwon'ttakelong.30minutes?"

Me:"OK"

***HesentalocationandIloggedoff.Idon't

knowifthatwasagreatidea,Idon'tknowifthis

wasright.***

Me:DoyouthinkIhaveto?

Sharon:Youlovehim?

***Ikeptquietforaminute***

Me:Ilikehim..ButSharonhe'swithanother

womannow.



Sharon:Right...Iwon'tadviceyoutogotohim,

Siyayoustillhavetositdownandletyourself

heal,you'vebeenthroughalot,you'vebeenhurt

manytimesandIdon'tthinkyou'restillstable

enoughtostartarelationshipwithanyone

especiallyamanwho'sengagedtobemarried.

Me:SowhatdoIhavetodo?

Sharon:Meethimandhearwhathewannasay.

Butdon'tlethissweettalksgettoyou.

Me:Rightnowholdme

***Welayandshecuddledmeandslept.Iwoke

upat9:00andby12IwasmeetingJade.Igot

outofthebedleavingSharonsleeping.Iwent

tothebathroomanddidallmyhygieneroutines,

lotionedandworeashort,whitetop,longdenim

jacketandblacksneakers,tiredmynaturalhair

neatlyandappliedanudelipstick.Iwashot

eyyy.IwenttothediningroomandAunt

Likhonawasmakingabreakfast***



Me:Goodmorning

Likhona:Heybabe.Goingsomewhere?

Me:Yeah,Ineedtogodomyhair.

***Shelaughed***

Likhona:Youhavemoney?

***Ishookmyheadlookingdown***

Likhona:Goandcallyoursister,breakfastis

ready.

***IwenttocallSharonandluckilyshewas

alreadyup.Wereturnedtotheloungeandwe

startedeating.***

Likhona:WenaSharonyounotdoingyourhair?

Sharon:Whathair?

Likhona:Siyaisofftothemalltodoherhair

Sharon:Ohhuhm...maybelater,notnow.

Likhona:Okaythen



***AftereatingshegavemeR400andItooka

taxitoMidwayMewswhereIwasmeetingJade.

IwenttoSteerswhereweweremeetingandI

sawhimatthefarcorner.Iwenttohimandhe

stoodupandopenedachairforme.***

.
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★SIYASANGA★

Jade:I'mgladeyoucame

***Isaidnothingandsatdown***

Jade:I'vealreadyorderedforyou,hopethat's

okay

Me:No,itsfine

***HesmiledandohGodhissmile,whenlast

didIseeit***

Jade:I'msorrySiyaforwhatIsaidandputyou

through.Hopeyoufinditinyourhearttoforgive

me.

***Ismiledandourordersarrived***

Me:ItsokayreallyJade

Jade:Noitsnot.SoyoulivewithLikhona?

***Ilookedathimmybrowsraised***

Me:Howdidyouknow?

Jade:ShewasinKyalamiyesterday



Me:Oh

Jade:Howdidyougettomeether?

Me:ItsalongstorythatIdon'twannatalkabout.

***Henodded.Aftereatingwetookawalk

aroundthemallchatting***

Jade:Seeingyourfaceagainisthebestthing

thathavehappenedtome.

***Ismiled***

Jade:Yoursmile

***Igiggled***

Jade:DidItellyouthatyou'rebeautiful?

Me:Please

Jade:You'rethemostbeautifulflowerI'veseen.

Me:Thankyou.Sowhere'syourwife?

***HeclearedhisthroatandIwantedto

laugh***



Jade:Mywife?Ohyoumeanmyfiancé,well

she'sathome.

Me:She'sbeautiful

Jade:Butnotasbeautifulasyouare

Me:I'mflattered.Sowhenisthebigday?

Jade:Nextmonth

***IwantedtocryandIdon'tknowwhybutI

wasangrythatI'mherehurtingmyfeelingswith

someonewho'sengaged.***

Me:Congratulations

Jade:ButSiya,Iloveyou.

***Istoppedandlookedathim.Whatthe

hell?***

Jade:Imeanit

Me:Thenstoplovingme.

Jade:Ican'tyouknowthat.

Me:Youhaveawife



Jade:She'snotmywife

Me:Whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Jade:Siya,you'retheonlypersonIthinkabout

everysingleday.

Me:Removemefromyourmind.

Jade:Ican't

Me:Why?

Jade:Because.....BecauseIloveyou.

***Ilookedathimwithoutablink.Isthisman

forreal?***

Me:YouchosesomebodyelseJade

Jade:Theychoseherforme.

***Ilookedathim***

Me:Meaning?

***Hetoldmeeverything***

Me:Wow,justwow.You'rewithherbecauseof



moneyandalltheinheritance?Why?You'reso

selfishyaz.

Jade:Siyasanga

Me:IhavetogoJade

Jade:Siyaple....

Me:Ithinkthishastoendhere,gobacktoyour

wife,loveherandstopwastingyourhertime.

There'snowomanwhowouldliketobetreated

likenothing.Shealsohavefeelings.

Jade:OkSiyaI'llleaveyoualone,I'llgobackto

mywife,I'llrespectherbutonlyifyoutellme

thatyoudon'tloveme,don'tyoufeelthesame

way?

***Ilookedather,ohGodwhatareyoudoingto

me?Iswallowedhard,doIlovehim?DoIwant

tostopseeinghim?OhGod!***

Me:GotoyourwifeJade

Jade:Youhaven'tansweredme.



Me:I.....uhm

***Ikeptquietaswordswerefailingme.***

Jade:Iknowyoudon'twantthistoend.

***Isthisguycrazy?***

Me:Juststop

***HecameclosetomeandallIcouldhear

wasthesoundofhisbreath,myheartwas

beatingveryfast,hecamecloserandmyknees

werebecomingweaker***

Jade:Don'tpushitSiya

Me:Please

***WewerewhisperingandbeforeIcouldutter

awordhewasalreadyonmylips,we

passionatelykissedlikewewerehungryfor

eachother,thekisswasfulloflove,wekissed

likeweinventedit.HestoppedandIcouldfeel

hisbreathclosetomyface***

Me:You'regettingmarried



Jade:Iknow

Me:Youloveher?

***HekeptquietandImoved***

Me:Idon'twannabeyoursecondbestor

anything.GotoyourwifeJadeandforgetabout

me.Forgetaboutthekiss,forgetabout

everything.Wecanneverbetogether.Wedon't

belongtogether.Idon'twannaseeyouuntil

Godconvincemeotherwise.Youmaygoand

giveyourwifethesetenderkissesofyoursand

leavemealone.

***Idon'tknowwhyIwasangry.Isitreallylove?

WhatdoIknowaboutlove?Whocanloveme?

I'mjustwastingmytimehere.I'mjusthurting

myselfevenmore.Iranleavinghimthere.Iwas

lookingbehindmethinkinghe'sgonnafollow

andstopme.LordifloveisthisthenIdont

wantit.AfteradistanceIfixedmyselfandgot

insidethesalonanddidboxbraid.AfterIpaid



andleft.WhenIgothome,IfoundSharon

outsidewithawhitegirl.Iguessshe'sthe

neighbour.Igreetedthenwenttoourroom.

LuckilyAuntLikhonawasn'taroundsoIthrew

myselfonthebedandSharoncamein***

Sharon:Iguessitdidn'tgowell.

Me:Arg

Sharon:Wannatalkaboutit?

***Isatproperly***

Me:Hedoesn'tloveme.

Sharon:Whatdidyouexpectfromanengaged

guy?Expecthimtoleavehisfiancéandgoto

you?

Me:You'renothelping.

Sharon:I'msorrybabe.He'sthedogneh

Me:Ilovemydoghle

Sharon:Buthe'sENGAGED



***Heemphasizedthe"engaged"partandshe

giggled***

Me:Fuckyou.Who'sthegirlyouwerechilling

with?

Sharon:Newfriendfromthefrontblock.Her

nameisMonica

***Inodded***

Me:Sonextyearwe'rerepeatinggrade11?

***Welaughed***

Sharon:Another365days.

***Welaughed***

Me:Ineverplannedmylifelikethis.AllIwanted

wastopassmygradeswellthenget

scholarshiptoAsia

***Shesmiled***

Sharon:Itsnevertoolatetogetwhatyouwant

babe,asforJade,hemaygotohell



Me:Arg

Sharon:Relationshipsareforstrongpeoplelike

usnotyou.Bythewaycutecutecutecutehair.

Youlookhot.

Me:Iknowthanks.

.

.

.
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***SisLikhonawasreallythebestperson,I



can'tcomplain.Shealwayssupportedusin

everything,whenweneedsomethingwenever

hesitatedtoask.Mom?Ineversawhersince

thedayshetoldmeshe'sgoingtoUK,Jade

nevercallednortextedme,Sharonhasbeenthe

truestsistertome,myrideordie,Monicawas

nowourbestfriendandweattendsameschool

atWendywoodHighSchool.Shewasdoing

Grade12yetSharonandIwererepeatinga

grade.Itwasthe1stofFebruaryandaunt

Likhonawokeusup,Ifixedthebedmeanwhile

Sharonwasdoingironing.Afterwetookabath,

brushourteeth,lotion,woreourfullschool

uniform(itwascompulsory),tookourAdidas

bagsandwenttoeat.***

Us:Heyaunt

Likhona:Morning

***Shesmiledandmadecerealforus***

Likhona:I'llgetyourcalculatorstodayokay



Me:Thanks.

Likhona:How'sschoolsofar?

Sharon:Great,IneverthoughtI'llgetalongwith

peoplesoquick

Me:You'repeople'sperson

Sharon:Andyoushouldtryit,itworks.

***Welaughed***

Me:Idogetalongwithpeopleduh

Sharon:WowIdidn'tknow

Likhona:Hurryupgirls

Sharon:EvenifIcanbelate,Principalismy

boyfriendsohewon'texpelme.

***Igiggled***

Me:You'rethefirstpersontorunwhenhe

approaches.

Sharon:That'sbecauseIdon'twanty'allgeta

hint.



***Welaughed.Aftereatingweputthedishes

onthesinkandauntLikhonadroppedusto

school.***

Sharon:Yourboyfriend.

***ShesaidpointingCalvinwho'sbeenonmy

necksinceIarrivedtothisschool.Hewasa

Zuluboy,wellbuilt,lightincomplexion,small

roundeyes,pinklipsand4cmtallerthanme.

He'severygirl'scrushI'mtellingyou.Igroaned

inannoyanceandhecameclosetous***

Calvin:Siya

Me:SawubonaCalvin(HelloCalvin)

Calvin:IlikeitwhenyouspeakZulu.Itsurely

meansyou'llbemyZuluQueen.

Me:Dreamonit.

Calvin:Mindgoingoutwithmetonight?

***Sharonscreamedexcitedly***

Me:Why?Idon'twannabeyourgirlfriend.



Calvin:ButIdidn'tmentionanythingaboutthat.

Me:Oh,soyouwantmetobeyourbrother's

girlfriend?

***Hechuckledexposinghisdimples***.

Calvin:NoIwannabeyourfriend.

Me:OhwowbutsorryI'mnotonthemenu.

Calvin:ComeonSiya

Me:CanIgotoclassplease.

Calvin:AfterI'veadmiredyourbeauty.

***ItriedtofightbackmysmilebutIfailed***

Calvin:PleaseSiya

***Hemadeapuppyface.Thisguythough***

Me:Don'tdothat

***Ismiled***

Calvin:Withthatsmileofyours.IguessIfound

myanswer.I'lltextyouthetimeandI'llfetch



you.

Me:Butyoudon'thavemynumbers

***Hesmiled***

Calvin:WhosaidIdon't?

***Okay?

Me:You'restalkingme?

Calvin:Whowouldn'tstocksuchanextrachill?

***Icouldn'thelpbuttoblush.Thisguythough

canbeannoyingbutknowshowtodothingsto

me***

Me:IhavetogotoclassCalvin

Calvin:WhosaidI'mdonelookingatyour

beauty?

Me:Justmove

***Igentlypushedhimasideandleft***

Sharon:Wow



Me:Wenastoplisteningtwopeople'sconvoys

***Shegiggled***

Sharon:Butyouwerecute

Me:Backoff

Sharon:He'shot,isn'the?

***Irolledmyeyes***

Sharon:Iknowthatlook

Me:Justgotoyourclassandleavemethehell

alone.

Sharon:Oh,weshouldgethomeontime,justto

getyourselfaniceoutfit.

***Sharonwasmoreexcitedthanme

though***.INSERTTWENTYNINE

.

.

.
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***SisLikhonawasreallythebestperson,I

can'tcomplain.Shealwayssupportedusin

everything,whenweneedsomethingwenever

hesitatedtoask.Mom?Ineversawhersince

thedayshetoldmeshe'sgoingtoUK,Jade

nevercallednortextedme,Sharonhasbeenthe

truestsistertome,myrideordie,Monicawas

nowourbestfriendandweattendsameschool

atWendywoodHighSchool.Shewasdoing

Grade12yetSharonandIwererepeatinga

grade.Itwasthe1stofFebruaryandaunt

Likhonawokeusup,Ifixedthebedmeanwhile

Sharonwasdoingironing.Afterwetookabath,

brushourteeth,lotion,woreourfullschool

uniform(itwascompulsory),tookourAdidas

bagsandwenttoeat.***



Us:Heyaunt

Likhona:Morning

***Shesmiledandmadecerealforus***

Likhona:I'llgetyourcalculatorstodayokay

Me:Thanks.

Likhona:How'sschoolsofar?

Sharon:Great,IneverthoughtI'llgetalongwith

peoplesoquick

Me:You'repeople'sperson

Sharon:Andyoushouldtryit,itworks.

***Welaughed***

Me:Idogetalongwithpeopleduh

Sharon:WowIdidn'tknow

Likhona:Hurryupgirls

Sharon:EvenifIcanbelate,Principalismy

boyfriendsohewon'texpelme.



***Igiggled***

Me:You'rethefirstpersontorunwhenhe

approaches.

Sharon:That'sbecauseIdon'twanty'allgeta

hint.

***Welaughed.Aftereatingweputthedishes

onthesinkandauntLikhonadroppedusto

school.***

Sharon:Yourboyfriend.

***ShesaidpointingCalvinwho'sbeenonmy

necksinceIarrivedtothisschool.Hewasa

Zuluboy,wellbuilt,lightincomplexion,small

roundeyes,pinklipsand4cmtallerthanme.

He'severygirl'scrushI'mtellingyou.Igroaned

inannoyanceandhecameclosetous***

Calvin:Siya

Me:SawubonaCalvin(HelloCalvin)

Calvin:IlikeitwhenyouspeakZulu.Itsurely



meansyou'llbemyZuluQueen.

Me:Dreamonit.

Calvin:Mindgoingoutwithmetonight?

***Sharonscreamedexcitedly***

Me:Why?Idon'twannabeyourgirlfriend.

Calvin:ButIdidn'tmentionanythingaboutthat.

Me:Oh,soyouwantmetobeyourbrother's

girlfriend?

***Hechuckledexposinghisdimples***.

Calvin:NoIwannabeyourfriend.

Me:OhwowbutsorryI'mnotonthemenu.

Calvin:ComeonSiya

Me:CanIgotoclassplease.

Calvin:AfterI'veadmiredyourbeauty.

***ItriedtofightbackmysmilebutIfailed***

Calvin:PleaseSiya



***Hemadeapuppyface.Thisguythough***

Me:Don'tdothat

***Ismiled***

Calvin:Withthatsmileofyours.IguessIfound

myanswer.I'lltextyouthetimeandI'llfetch

you.

Me:Butyoudon'thavemynumbers

***Hesmiled***

Calvin:WhosaidIdon't?

***Okay?

Me:You'restalkingme?

Calvin:Whowouldn'tstocksuchanextrachill?

***Icouldn'thelpbuttoblush.Thisguythough

canbeannoyingbutknowshowtodothingsto

me***

Me:IhavetogotoclassCalvin

Calvin:WhosaidI'mdonelookingatyour



beauty?

Me:Justmove

***Igentlypushedhimasideandleft***

Sharon:Wow

Me:Wenastoplisteningtwopeople'sconvoys

***Shegiggled***

Sharon:Butyouwerecute

Me:Backoff

Sharon:He'shot,isn'the?

***Irolledmyeyes***

Sharon:Iknowthatlook

Me:Justgotoyourclassandleavemethehell

alone.

Sharon:Oh,weshouldgethomeontime,justto

getyourselfaniceoutfit.

***Sharonwasmoreexcitedthanmethough.



AfterschoolSharonandMonicafetchedme

thenwetookataxihome.WhenIgethome,I

changedtoblackandwhitesportshort,white

croptop,andslippersthenwenttomake

somethingtoeat***

Sharon:MissCalvin

Me:Don'tstart

Sharon:Iloveyoutoo.Sofoundsomethingto

wear?

Me:No

Sharon:Finishupsowe'llmakeyoulookhella

hot.

***Isighedandfinishedeating,aftereatingwe

wenttoourroom.Shechoseablacklongdress

withlongslitontheleftandablackstiletto

heels,silverbutterflynecklaceandshestyled

myhairintoaneatponytailthengavemeAunt

Likhonasclutchbag.AfterCalvintextedthe

time6pmandIstillhavemoretime.AfterthatI



ranawarmlongbath,Ilotion,woremyoutfit,

I'mnotamakeuppersonsoIappliedaponds,

andredlipstickthenwalkedtothesittingroom

andBOOM,auntwassittingwithCalvinonthe

couch.IlookedatSharonandsheshrugged.

AuntLikhonastoodupwhenshesawme***

Likhona:Whatdowehavehere?

Me:Au..unt

Likhona:Canwetalk?

Me:OK

Likhona:Let'sgo

***Sheheldmyhandandwewalkedtoher

bedroom.Sheclosedthedoorandfoldedher

armslookingatme***

Me:I'msorry

Likhona:For?

Me:Fornottellingyouaboutmydatewith

Calvin.



Likhona:Whenwereyougonnatellme?

***Ilookeddownandkeptquietplayingwithmy

fingers.***

Likhona:I'mtalkingtoyouSiyasanga

Me:Itjusthappened.Itwasn'tplanned.

Likhona:Thentellme

Me:Uh..AuntcanIgowithCalvin?

Likhona:Who'sCalvin?

Me:Myschoolmate

Likhona:Youmeanyoursoulmate?

***Iquicklylookedather***

Me:No,nohe'safriendIpromise.

Likhona:Okay,bebackbeforenine,youhave

schooltomorrow.

Me:Thanks.

Likhona:Bythewayyoulookbeautiful,mybag



suitsyou.

***Shesmiledandhuggedme***

Likhina:Come

***WereturnedbackandCalvinstoodup

quickly.***

Me:Wecango

***Ismiled***

Likhona:AndBringherbefore9orelseyou

won'tgettoseehereveragain.

Calvin:Yesma'am

Likhona:AndIwantherbackwithoutany

stretchesoranythingforthatmatter.

Calvin:Ipromise.

***Shesmiledandnodded***

Likhona:Good,youmaynowgo.

***Heheldmyhandandwewalkedout.He

openedmysideinthecarandrantohisandthe



droveoff***

.

.

.

.

.

.

★NARRATED★

***Asemahlewascryingherselflayingonthe

couch.Hereyeswerebloodshotredthinkingof

whatJadetoldherandhermotherapproached

in***

Nolubabalo:Andthen?

***Shetriedtowipetearsoffherfacebutthey

werefailingher***

Nolubabalo:Yintoninah?(Whatisit?)

Ase:ihatehermom



Nolubabalo:Youhatewho?

Ase:IhateSiyawithallmyheart.Shestolehim

fromme,memomme.

Nolubabalo:Youspeakingintongues

Ase:Mom.Jadeismine

Nolubabalo:Andso?

Ase:Yourlittlewitchdecidedtostolehimfrom

me.

Nolubabalo:How?

Ase:Jadetoldmethathe'sinlovewithhereven

thoughshecannotseethat.Hetoldmehe'll

fightforhermama,hesaidthismarriageofhis

andPalesaisnothingwithoutSiya..Thewayhe

wasspeakingaboutSiya,itwaslikeIdidn't

matter,IfeltlikeIdidn'texist.

Nolubabalo:Nawefightforhim

Ase:Mamadosomethingplease.Ican'tlether

takehimawayfromme.



***Shewipedtearsoffherface***

Nolubabalo:Ofcoursebabyofcourse.Iwon't

lethertakeawayyourhappinessfromyou.

Jadebelongstoyou.

***Shehuggedher***

Ase:Ihatehermommy.Ihateher

CONTINUED

.

.
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***Thedatewashellafine.Ienjoyedevery

singleminutewithCalvin.hewasareal

gentlemanandweagreedtotakethingsslowly.

Afterthedatehedroppedmehome***



Calvin:I'llseeyoutomorrow.

Me:Sure

Calvin:Ihopeyouhadfun.

Me:Ofcourse.Ienjoyed

***Hesmiledandkissedmyforehead.***

Calvin:Takecare

Me:Drivesafe

***Igotoutandwentinsidethehouse.Only

Sharonwasawake***

Me:Hi

Sharon:Hmmtellmeaboutit.

Me:Agirldoesn'tkissandtellsweetheart.

Sharon:Sayswho?

Me:Me

Sharon:ComeonSiya

Me:Ineedtosleep.Toodles



***Ilefthershoutingmyname.Igotinsidemy

room,changedintosleepingclothesthen

prayedanddozeoff.Ihadabaddreamabout

Nolubabalo.Iwokeupsweating.Ilooked

aroundandSharonwasfastasleep.Isaida

shortprayerthentriedtosleep.Auntwokeus

upasusual,wedidourmorningroutinethen

wenttoeat.IwasnotfeelinglikeeatingsoI

grabbedanapple***

Likhona:Youokay?

Me:Yes

Sharon:What'supSiya,youdon'tlookokay.

Me:Maybefluisstarting.

Likhona:Wantmetotakeyoutothedoctor?

Me:NoI'llbefine.

***Aftershedroppedusatschoolthenleft***

Me:SharonIneedasmallfavour

Sharon:Whatisit?



Me:Ihavetobesomewhere.Pleasedon'ttell

auntThatIwasn'tatschool,tellmyclass

teacherthatI'mnotfeelingwell

Sharon:Siyayou'rescaringme.

Me:Please.

Sharon:Okay,butatleasttellmewhat'swrong.

Me:I'lltalktoyoulater

***IkissedhercheekandtookacabtoMidrand.

WhenIgotthereIwenttoNolubabalo'shouse.I

wasevenscared.Iknockedandsheopenedon

thethirdknock***

Nolubabalo:Andthen?

***Ismiledwickedlylookingather***

Me:Won'tyouinviteme?

Nolubabalo:Ngena(comein)

***Islowlywalkedin***

Me:Coffeewillbefinethanks



Nolubabalo:Uphambene(you'recrazy)

***Ichuckled***

Nolubabalo:whatdoyouwanthere?

Me:Topayyouavisit.Itsbeenalongtimehey

Nolubabalo:Mxm.Shouldn'tyoubeatschool?

Me:YeahIsacrificedmyschooldayjusttosee

you.

***Ismiled***

Me:Sotellmewhatdoyouwantfromme?

Nolubabalo:Pardon

Me:Imeanwhatdoyouwantinmydreams.

***ShelaughedbutIkeptastraightface***

Nolubabalo:Youaskingmeaboutyourdream,

nogirlyou'recrazy.

Me:Crazy?Really?Lookherepleasestayaway

frommeasIdon'tbotheryoutoo.



Nolubabalo:Oh

Me:I'msickandtiredofyoursmallgamesand

Nolubabaloifsomethinghappenstomeor

anyoneI'mclosedtoIwon'tthinktwicetoruin

yourreputation,Iwillmakeyousuffertheliving

hell.

Nolubabalo:Lookwho'stalking

Me:Iunderstandmyexistenceisathreattoyou

butNolubabalodon'tsayIdidn'twarnyou.I

destroyyoupiecebypiece

Nolubabalo:Ifonlyyou'llstayfarfrommy

daughter'sboyfriend.

Me:Yourdaughter'sboyfriend?

Nolubabalo:Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowwhat

I'mtalkingabout.StayawayfromJade

McCarthy.

***Ilaughedhysterically.Issheforreal?***

Me:JadeMcCarthy?Nobabe,youseethatboy,



heusedtobemycupofteabutIdrinkcoffee

now,soyourpreciousdaughtermayhavehim.

I'mnotonaboutfightingoveraguyno,daddy

didn'traisemelikethatandyoushouldbe

ashamedofyourselfrightnow.

***Sheswallowedhard,lookslikeI'vehitthe

nerve***

Me:IgotJadeaspackfulloflemons,Ichanged

himintolemonadeandyourdaughterisbusy

cryingoverhimbecausenowI'vemadehim

delicious.ButitsgoodbecauseIused

temporaryingredients.

***Ismiled***

Me:Idon'tcareabouthimanditsfunnythat

youwannakillmebecauseofwho?thatboy?

No,I'msooverhim.

Nolubabalo:Shutup.

***Ilaughedthenkeptastraightface***



Me:Irepeatifanythinghappenstomeor

anyoneI'mcloseto,Iwillmakesureyounever

findpeace.Takethewarningforsafety.

***Igrabbedandbagandlefthome.WhenIgot

there,IwashomealonesoImadeasandwich

andjuice,watchedamovie.Imusthavefallen

asleepbecauseIfeltsomeoneshakingme

gently.IstruggledtoopenmyeyesandIfinally

openedthem.Sharonwassittingnexttome***

Sharon:Baby,you'reokay?

Me:Yeah

***Isaidsittingupstraight***

Sharon:What'sup?

Me:Ain'tyouhungry?

Sharon:Don'ttrytochangeatopic.

***Isighedandtoldhereverythingfromthe

dreamtoNolubabalo***

Sharon:Wow



***Shelaughed***

Sharon:Soyoudidn'tkickherface

Me:What?

Sharon:Youshouldveatleastkickherfaceso

shewillseethatyoumeanteveryword.

Me:Sharon

***Shelaughed***

Sharon:Youshouldhaverearrangedherface,

mopthefloorwiththatoldselfofhers.

***Igiggled***

Me:Nah

Sharon:Trustme,shewasgonnarespectyou.

Me:She'sstillold

Sharon:Butnotmatured

Me:Strong

Sharon:Andacoward.



Me:She'snot

Sharon:Sheis.Everywitchisacowardbabe.

Yourexistencekillsher.

Me:That'swhatItoldher.

Sharon:Nexttimedoinviteme.Iwassqueeze

thoseold,drybreastsofhers.

***Ilaughed***

Me:Ohplease.

Sharon:Iwannakickherpussysoshewon'tget

toserviceandthensaltaddsmoretoit

***Icouldn'tholdmyself.Sharonisonecrazy

bitch***

Sharon:Andmakesuresheloseallherteeth

andbeunabletoeatmeateveragain.

***Iwasevenintearslaughingatthiscrazy

ass***

Sharon:Thengodothesametohermice.That



Asemahlechickneedstobetaughtlifeandif

youcanjustpasshertome,Iwillmakesure

thatsheneverdatesinherlife.

Me:Justgoandchangemaan

***Shestoodup***

Sharon:Callmenexttime

***Ilaughedshakingmyhead***

INSERT30
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***Lateronthatday,AuntLikhonatoldusto



dresscomfortablywegoingtoeatdinnerather

Friendsplace.ShazandIworematching

oversizedadidast-shirts,blackjegginsand

blackandwhitevans.Afterthatwewenttothe

carandauntLikhonacameafter.Shestarted

theengineanddroveoff.Wefinallyarrivedand

Imustsaythehouselookedfamiliar,I'vebeen

herebeforetrustme.Sherangthedoorbelland

BOOMLunikoopened.Iwasshockedandmy

heartbeatincreasedinstantly.Heinvitedusin

andIslowlywalkedtothediningroomwhere

weweremetbythelaughsandshii.Myeyes

metAviwe'sandshequicklystoodupandran

tomydirectionwithtears,Ifoundmyself

runningtohertoo.Shetightlyembracedme

andcried,Icriedtooonherarms***

Aviwe:Baby

***Shesaidwipingtearsonmyfacethenkissed

mywholeface.Gosh!***

Aviwe:AftersomanymonthsSiya,many



monthslosingsleep,hardlyeat,prayingtoGod

thatyou'reokay.SiyaImissedyou.

***Igentlywipedtearsoffherface***

Me:I'mherenowVee.

Aviwe:Wherewereyou?

***IlookedatherandpoorVeelostmany

killos***

Me:Whathappenedtoyou?

"Shewassufferingfromdepressionuntilthe

psychologycametotherescue"

***ThatwasLuniko.IlookedatAviweandtears

escaped.Ifeltbadforputtingherinthiskindof

situation***

Me:I'msorryVee

Aviwe:IthoughtIwouldneverseeyouever

again.Babydon'tdothateveragainokay.

***Inoddedandshekissedmyforehead***



L'smom:We'reheretoo

Aviwe:Iknow

***Welaughed***

Likhona:OK,won'tyoutellmewhat'sgoingon?

***IsmiledandAviwetoldhereverything***

Likhona:Wow

***Tearswerethreatening***

Me:You'llmessyourmakeup

***IintroducedSharontothemandthenwent

tohavedinner.Lunikowasstealingglancesbut

Ibrusheditoff.AfterdesertAviweexcusedus

leavingtheelderstalking.Wewenttositatthe

balcony***

Me:Youdon'tknowhowmuchImissedbeing

herewatchingthestars.

Luniko:Siya

Me:Talk



***Isaidnotfacinghim***

Luniko:Canwetalk?

Aviwe:NotnowLuniko

Luniko:IsaidSiyanotyou

Aviwe:Toobadbecauseshe'snotgoing

anywhere,ifyouwannatalk,youbettersayit

herenow.

***Ilaughedsilently***

Luniko:PleaseSiya

Me:I'mstilllookingatthestars

Luniko:Oh

Sharon:You'rearudebitchyouknow?

Me:Areyoutalkingtome?

Sharon:Yes

***Ilookedatherthenbacktothestars***

Sharon:Thisboyfriendofyourshavetookyour



brainout

Luniko:Whatboyfriend?

Me:Don'tstartSharon

***Shegiggled***

Luniko:OKSIYASANGAIMSORRY,I'MSORRY

THATI'VEBEENAJERK.

***Ilookedathimwithmyeyespoppedout***

Luniko:IKNOWI'VEHURTYOUSOBAD,

IGNORINGYOURTEXTSANDHONESTTRUTH

YOUREXISTENCEDISGUSTEDME.

***Ilaughedsarcasticallyshakingmyhead***

Me:Thenwhatchanged?

Luniko:Idon'tknowSiyabutI'msorry

***Ilookedathimfromheadtotoe***

Me:Yoursdisgustmerightnow

Sharon:Ouch



***Iwasjustkidding***

Luniko:Youdon'tmeanit,doyou?

Me:Readmylipssweetheart,yourexistence

disgustme.

***heswallowedhard***

Aviwe:Lunikojustgo

***Heturnedandwalkedawaywithatale

betweenhislegs.Weburstedtoaloud

laughter***

Me:Jerk

Sharon:He'shot

***AviweandIlookedather***

Sharon:I'msorrybutitsthetruth.

Me:He'sadog

Sharon:Babe,allmenaredogsandguesswhat

dogscanbetrained.Allyouneedtodoisfinda

loyaldog.



***ShesaidwithasmirkandAviwelaughed***

Aviwe:Soyougoodintrainingdogs?

Sharon:I'maprof.

***Shewinkedatme.Wecontinuedtalkingand

laughinguntilitwastimetogo.***

Me:I'llseeyoubabe

Aviwe:Byehun.NicemeetingyouShaz

Sharon:Nicemeetingyoutoosweety

***weexchangedhugsandAuntdroveushome.

IwastiredsoIhadaquickbaththenwentto

bed.IfoundatextfromCalvintellingmehe

missme.Ijustignoredandmorningcame,aunt

wokeusupasusual.Wedidourusualmorning

routinesthenwenttohavebreakfast.After

eatingauntdroppedustoschool***

Sharon:Yourhubby

***ShesaidpointingatCalvinwhowas

approachingus***



Calvin:Mantombi(Ladies)

Me:Hey

Calvin:Hugnyana?

***IhuggedhimandSharonleftus***

Calvin:Whydidn'tyoucometoschoolyesterday?

Me:Iwassick

Calvin:Really?

***Inoddedandwestartedwalking***

"Calvin"

***weturnedanditwasalovelychick***

Calvin:Isabella

Isabella:Iwaitedforyouyesterdaysinceyou

promisedme.

Calvin:IhadtobesomewhereI'msorry.

Isabella:Wow,andyoudidn'tbothertellingme

Calvin:We'lltalklater,Ihavetotakemybabeto



class,soifyoudon'tmind.

***HrsaidlookingatMethenbacktothegirl***

Isabella:Cool

***Shesaidturningandwalkingaway.He

escortedmetomyclassthenleft.Schoolwas

school.Afterschoolcame,Monicafetchedme

tomyclassthenwenttofetchSharon.We

walkedtothebusstopwhenIsawAsemahle

wasstandingtherefoldingherarmswithtears

rollingdownhercheek***

Me:Asemahle

Ase:Screwmynamefromthatmouthofyours.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Ase:Icametotellyouthatstayawayfrommy

man.

***Ifeltlikelaughingbutsituationwasn't

allowingme***

Me:YoucameallthewayfromMidrandtotell



methatshii,awunyimhlawumbi(aren'tyou

shittingperhaps)

Ase:Don'tfuckentellmethatshitSiya.He's

mine

Me:Thenwhyyou'reherebecausehe'syours?

Ase:Hedumpedmeforheavenssake.He

dumpedmeforyou.

***Ichuckled.Thedevilistestingme***

Me:Haibabe,Idon'tdatemarriedpeople.

Ase:Wow,Ithoughtyouweremysister

Me:"Ithoughtyouweremysister"

***Isaidmimickinghervoice***

Me:Ithoughtyouweresmart.You'rehere

whippingoveramarriedman,you'rehere

droolingyourobsessionoveramarriedguy.

WakeupthisisSataAfricasisi.Idon'twant

yourman,youshouldbesayingallthisshit

you'resayingtoPalesanotme.Ididn'tget



marriedtohimandIwouldbedamnedifIdo.

Thepersonwho'switchingyouisdeadshame,

becauseifshewasstillalivetrustmeshewas

gonnafeelsorryforyou.

***Shewipedtearsoffherface***

Me:Youcanbetoodramaticwhenyoulike.Go

homeandsleep.

***SharonandMonicawerebusylaughingandI

didn'tfinditfunny***

Ase:Icursethedayyoucametomylife.

Me:Nomanthisisserious,areyousureyou're

okay?Imeanwe'llthinkyou'refinebutno,your

motherisactuallywitchingyou.

***ThecrowdroarandIdidn'tevennoticethat

weweresurroundedbysomanypeople***

Ase:Doeseveryonehereknowsthatyou'rea

prostitute.

Sharon:D....



***Iraisedmyhandasasignofstop***

Me:You'regoingtofarnowAsemahle

Ase:IT'STHETRUTH,YOUWEREAFUCKEN

PROSTITUTE

***Everyonebecamequiet***

Me:Yourmamataughtmeremember?I've

learnedfromher.

***Ismiledsarcastically***

Ase:Bitch

Me:Ouch

***Isaidholdingwheremyheartis***

Ase:You'startedthis,I'llfinishitforyou

***Icameclosetoher***

Me:Bringiton

Ase:I'llmakesureyousuffer

Me:There'snoweaponformedagainstmeshall



prosperinthenameofJesusIsay.....

Shaz&Monica:FIRE!

***Sheswallowedhardandwalkedaway***

Sharon:Actinghoe

Monica:ThisgirlhasbipolarIswear

Me:She'sactingbitchy
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***LifewithauntLikhonaandSharonseemed

tobeanadventure.Theybringoutthebestin



me.Theyalwaysputasmileonmyfacein

anyway.IevenforgotaboutthemiserablelifeI

had.IguessGodreallydoesexist.Icameto

realizeitcanbestormytodaybutitwon'train

forever.Icametorealizethatonecanalways

createhisorherownlifewhichheorshe

wouldn'ttrytoescapefrom,andIcreatedthe

lifeIwantedtolivebynotalwayssitbackand

feelsorryformyself,Icannotchangethepast

butIcanlookbackandsayIsurvived.AllI

wantedwastobefreefrompain,freefrom

oppressionandfreefromallfearsthatIbelieve

thatonedaywillfadeaway.Iforgaveeveryone

whodidmebad,IforgavethembecauseI

wantedtobeabletomoveon,andIdon'twant

hatetoconsumeme.I'velearnedthatlife

cannotalwaysberosy,I'velearnedthatpeople

comeintoyourlifeforareason,ifnotthenfora

seasonandifnotaseasonthenforalifetime.

Andsomebody'sabsenceisnotalwaysabad

thing,itsactuallyablessingindisguiselol.Days



turnedintoweeksandweeksturnedinto

months,wewerewritingourJuneexams,

SharonMonicaandIhavebeenworkinghardon

them.Calvin?Ncoowe'vebeendatingandhe's

thebestsweetheart IlovehimdearGod.

JadeandMom?Ihaven'tseenthemsince.

Asemahlehasbeenapaininanass she

borestheshitoutofme.Butanywaysmorning

came,auntLikhonawokeusupandwedidour

morningroutineafterwewenttoeat.***

Me:Goodmorning

Likhona:Heybabies

***Shegaveusourfood***

Likhona:Howaretheexams?

Sharon:Mindcracking

***Welaughed***

Likhona:Workhardbabies,Iwantnothingbut

goodresultshey.



Me:Andwhat'stheprize?

Likhona:Youtellme

Me:UhmtriptoFrancewilldo

***Shelookedatuswithhermouthopenand

welaughed***

Sharon:Itsadealaunt

Likhona:Butg.....

Sharon:Nobut.Sodowehaveanydeal?

***Sheswallowed***

Likhona:Okaybutresultsfirst

***Wescreamedexcitedly***

Likhona:You'remakingnoisegirls.

Sharon:I'msorrybutIcannotwaittotellmy

classmatesthatISharonLedwabagoingto

Francebaby.FranceImeanPariiiiiii.They

gonnahateIswear

***Welaughedandcontinuedtalking,aftershe



droppedustoschoolandmymunchkinwas

alreadywaitingformebythegate***

Calvin:Mine

***Iblushedhugginghim***

Sharon:Getaroom

Me:Jealous

***Welaughed***

Me:Imissedyou

Calvin:Let'sgotomallafterwriting.

***Inoddedsmiling***

Calvin:Let'sgetyoutoclass

***Sharonwasalreadygonesowewalked***

Calvin:You'rebeautifulbabe.

Me:You'renotbadyourself.

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:I'llcomeandgetyouafterwritingokay



Me:Okay

***Hekissedmyforeheadandlefttohisclass.I

waswritingEconomicsandIwon'tlie,itreally

didshowmeflamesyoh.AfterwritingCalvwas

waitingforme.ItoldSharontoleavewithout

me.AfterCalvinandItookacabtoWoodmead.

Whenwearrivedwetookawalkto

Debbonairs***

Calvin:Sohowdidyouwrite?

Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit.

Calvin:Wasitthatbad?

Me:Itwasbaddest

"Siya"

***Istoppedandlookattheguycallingme***

Me:Tshidiso?

Tshidiso:Siya,lookatyou.

***Ididn'tknowhowtoactshame.Afterallhe



wasmybestfriend***

Tshidiso:SiyaIthoughtIwouldneverseeyou

again.

Me:Whatmadeyouthinkthat?

Tshidiso:Idon'tknow.I'msorrySiyafor

everythingIdid.

Me:Forgotten.

Tshidiso:Imeanit.Ithurtsknowingthatour

friendshipendedjustlikethat.SiyaIknowyou

betterthananyoneelseandwearebestfriends

Me:Wewerebestfriendsuntilyoudecideto

turnyourbackawayfromme,Ihadnoone.I

wasalone,Tshidiso.ThepersonIcalled"mom"

didmehorrible.Thewholeworldturneditsback

awayfromme.

***Iwipedthetearsthatwererunningdowning

mycheeks***

Me:Youknowwhathurts?Thefactthatyouleft



mealonewhenyoupromisedyou'llbethere.

TSHIDISOISPENTWEEKSLIVINGONTHE

STREETSANDWHERETHEHELLWEREYOU?

***Theybothlookedatmewithshockontheir

face***

Me:Tshidisoyouignoredmycallsandgaveno

damnaboutme.

***Hewasalsocrying***

Tshidiso:Siyap......

Me:Nofood,noshelter,nothingatall.Iwould

prayandhopeforabettertomorrow.Itwas

damnhardandyou'restandingtherecalling

yourselfmybestfriend.Whatdoestheword

Friendmean?Whatdoestheword"best"means?

***Iwipedtearsoffmyface***

Me:Everythingwillbealright,IknowTshidiso.

YouweretheonlyFAMIhadbeforeanyoneelse

butyouvanishedwitheveryoneelse,Tshidiso.



***MyheartwasbreakingasIrealizedthatthis

painwasstillthere.IthoughtI'veescapeditall

andnowitkicksbacksthatI'llneverrunaway

fromthepainIhad***

Tshidiso:Siyaplease

Me:JustletmegoTshidiso

Calvin:Babepleasedon'tdothistoyourself.

Tshidiso:IheardabouttherapeandI.......

Me:SHUTUP.

***Itookadeepbreathinthenout***

Calvin:Wh....whatrape?

***Iquicklylookedathim.DearGodIdon'twant

himtofindfoundlikethis.Whatifhenever

acceptsmebasedonmypast?Whatifhehates

meafterthis?NoIcannotlosehim.***

Me:Ican'tdothis

***Iranawayfromthem.Itookataxihomeand



whenIgotthereIpassedMonicaandSharon

andgotstraighttoourbedroom.Ithrewmyself

onthebedandcriedmylungsout.HowdoI

escapefromthis?IfonlyIhadadeletebuttonin

metodeleteallthesememories,pain,people.

Sharoncameinandsatnexttome***

Sharon:babewhat'swrong

***ItriedwipingtearsbutIfailed.Shehelped

mesitstillandembracedme***

Sharon:Don'tcrybabe.

Me:It.....I.thurtsSharon.

Sharon:Whatmadeyoucry?

***Itoldhereverythingandsheembraced

me***

Sharon:Youhaven'thealedSiya.Giveyourself

sometimeandallwillbealright.

Me:Untilwhen?Untilwhen?

Sharon:TimewilltellNana.I'mnothealedtoo,I



haven'tforgotteneverythingthathashappened.

ButIalwaystellmyselfthateverythingwillbe

fine.
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***Aftersobbing,Iwenttowashmyface,dried

andlotioned.IchangedmyuniformtoaNike

tracksuitandblackNikekicks.Itwascoldas

youknowtheJuneweathereyy.Afterwardswe

wenttomakesomethingtoeat,wedidn'tdo

much,itwasjustatoastedbreadandstrong

coffee(that'showIlikemycoffee)thenwentto



sitonthecouchandstartedeating.Monica

joinedusandwewatchedamovietogether,

afterwestartedstudying,wellIwashelping

SharonwithMathematics.ShewasinScience.

AfterthatauntLikhonaarrivedandshemade

supper.Aftereatingwewasheddishesand

wenttoourbedrooms.Ichangedintosleeping

clothesandIswitchedonmycellphoneand

great,15missedcallsfromCalvin.Iswitchedit

off,madeashortprayeranddozeoff.Morning

cameandwewerewritingmathematics.

Wedidallmymorningroutines,wenttohave

breakfastandIwasquietsincemorning.Iwas

reallynotinthemoodtotalkbutAuntLikhona

broketheice***

Likhona:Siyasanga

***Isaidnothingandlookedather***

Likhona:Whyain'tyoueating?

***Iwasjustplayingwithmyfoodnoteating***



Me:I'mnothungry

Likhona:You'rewritingMathematicstodayand

itain'tnochild'splay,youneedtoeat.

Sharon:Comeonaunt,youknowhowSiyais.

She'sthemasterinmaths.

***theylaughed***

Likhona:AndIknowshe'scomingbackwith

100%.Peoplewhoknowsmathsalottendsto

becrazyyouknow.

Sharon:I'veseenmythisotherproftheother

week,you'dswearhe'sintomedications.

Likhona:I'msureSiyawillbelikethattoo

***Theylaughed.HonestlyIwasgettingbored,I

don'tknowwhy.Theykepttalkingandlaughing.

Great,itwastimeforschool.Shedroppedus

andohboy,Calvinwasalreadystandingbythe

gate.Iwantedtopasshimbuthemadehisway

tome***



Calvin:Siya

***Istoppedandlookedathim***

Calvin:CanItalktoyouafterwriting?

Me:Sure

Calvin:CanItakeyoutoclass

Me:Yeah

***NobodyknowshowcrazyIamoverthisguy.

He'sthebestshame,Iwasscaredtotellhim

everything,beingaprostitute,everything.The

mathswasgreat,Iwrotewell.AfterwritingI

sawCalvinbytheschoolgateandIwentto

him***

Me:Calvin

***Heturnedandlookedatme,hesmiled

exposinghisdimples***

Calvin:Mine.Comelet'sgo.

***Wetookawalkaroundthenarrivedatthe



park.Wesatonthebenchesandheheldboth

myhands***

Calvin:YouknowIloveyou,right?

***Inoddedshyly***

Calvin:IwantyoutoknowthatI'llbetherefor

youifyouneedanythingorifthere'ssomething

youwannatalktomeabout.SiyasangaDlamini,

IwantyoutotrustmeandknowI'llprotectyou

inanyway.Okay?

***InoddedbutIwasn'tgonnatellhimanything

yet***

Calvin:Sotellmehowdidyouwrite?

***Ismiledandhechuckled.Heknowshow

muchIloveMaths***

Me:ThepaperwasgreatandI'mhappythat

tomorrowitsmylastexampaper.

Calvin:Yougonnapass?

Me:Duh!



***Hekissedmycheek***

Calvin:Itrustyou.

Me:AndauntpromisedtotakeustoFranceif

wedidwell

Calvin:Wow..AndI'msureyouwerewithyour

bookseverywhere,eveninthebathroomjustto

makesureyoupass.

***Iplayfullyhithisshoulder***

Me:Tsek

***Hekisssedmyforehead***

Calvin:DidItellyouhowluckyIamtobewith

you.

Me:I'mtheluckyonebabe.

***Hesmiledandpulledmecloser.My

heartbeatincreased,Iyearnedforhim.He

slowlykissedmycoldlips,thekisswasfullof

loveanditwassopassionate.Hepulledout

andlookedatme.Lolmybabyhadsmallred



eyes***

Me:Sup?

Calvin:ThethingsyoudotomeSiya

***Igiggled***

Me:Ididnothing.

Calvin:Comelet'sgo.

***Hehelpedmeupandwetookawalktobuy

somesnacks,thenagainwentbacktoour

bench.Withhimherefeelslikeeternity.Iwas

moreatpeaceandwetookpicturestogether.It

wasgreat.By3pmyohhewalkedmetothebus

stop.HekissedmegoodbyeandItookataxi

home.Asusual,SharonwaswithMonica.They

lookedatmeandIswallowedhard***

Me:What?

Monica:Youfinishedwritingby11:30am

Me:So?



Sharon:Sootswakokae?(Sowherewereyou?)

Me:Farfrombothofyou

Sharon:With?

***Irolledmyeyes***

Monica:MrCalvin

Me:Pshh

Sharon:Hmmhewasholdingyoudownthe

wholetime

Monica:Icanimaginehowsteamyitwas

Sharon:YouwereinSiyaCalvmoon

Monica:Lookhowyourskirtis,itssideways.

***Ilookedatitandtheylaughedtheirlungs

out***

Sharon:Younotevenhidingit.Youevenforgot

totuckinyourshirt

***Islowlycheckedmyselfandtheylaughed

again***



Monica:IrespectCalvin.He'sgood.

Me:ButIdidn'tdoanything

Sharon:TMI.Whosaidyoudidanything?

Me:Mxm

***IrantomyroomandIstartedpostingmy

pictureswithCalvinonInstagram.Infew

minutesmyphonerangandthecallerIDwasa

noname.Iansweredbutsaidnothing.Iwasn't

gonnasayanythinguntilhe/shetalksunless

thepersonwantedustodobreathingexercise

overthephonelol.Hefinallyspoke***

Caller:Siya

***Thevoicesoundfamiliar***

Me:Stranger

***HechuckledandmxmitwasJade***

Jade:Stillrude

Me:Stillannoying



***Hechuckledagain***

Jade:Imissedyou

Me:Goodforyou.

Jade:Iseeyougotanewboyfriend.Congrats

Me:OK

Jade:Howhaveyoubeen?

Me:Whydoyoucare?

Jade:Ouch!You'restillangryatme?

Me:WhywouldI?

Jade:Oh.Canwemeetlikeonweekend?

Me:Ican'tI'msorry.Igottogo.Thanksfor

calling.

***Idroppedthecallbeforehesaysanything.I

changedintoablackjean,whiteT-shirtand

blackhoodie.Thenwenttojointhegirls.Exams

wentwellandnowIwasdonewritingem.It

wasSaturdayandIwantedtotakeawalk.Idid



myhygieneroutineandwore,blackjagging,

blackT-shirtandblackadidashoodieandblack

adidastorsion.Itiedmyhairneatlyandwent

out.Iwenttthespazatogetsomeairtimewhen

theallblackcarpulledinfrontofme.Theback

dooropenedandbeforeIcouldsayanything,I

wasdraggedinsidethecar.Iwasscreaming

andkicking.Icouldn'tseethefacesbecause

theywerecovered,Icouldonlyseetheir

eyes.***

Me:Leavemealone

***Tearswerealreadyfallingdownmycheeks.

Whothehellarethey?Whatdotheywantfrom

me?ThecarwasflyingwithahighspeedandI

couldn'tstopbeggingformylife.Theotherone

injectedmeandBoomlightsoff***
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***SharonwaswaitingforthelonggoneSiya

andshecouldn'tstopworrying.Shewaspacing

aroundthehouse,tryingtocallherbuther

phonewasoff.ShetriedcallingCalvinandhe

confirmedthathelastsawheryesterdayafter

writing.Shetriedcallingsomeofherclose

classmatesbutstillnothing.Shesatdownand

sobbed.Sheheardfootstepscomingtothe

sittingroom,shequicklystoodupanditwas

Likhona.Shewipedoffhertearsandfaked

smile***

Likhona:Girlschange,weneedtobe

somewhereandwe'realreadylate.

Sharon:Where?



Likhona:Galadinner.TellSiyatogetready.

We'releavinginfewminutes.

***Sharonlookeddownandslowlyturned

playingwithherfingers***

Likhona:Sharonwhat'sgoingon?

***Sheturnedagaintolookather***

Sharon:N....no...thingaunt

Likhona:Itdoesn'tlooklikenothingtome.

What'swrongandwhere'sSiyasanga.

SIYASANGA!

***Sharonsaidnothingandcried.***

Likhona:Nanatellmewhat'sthematter?

Sharon:She'smissingaunt,Idon'tknowwhere

sheis.

Likhona:Who?Siya?

***SharonnoddedandLikhonalookedather

andsherantothebedroomandshewasn't



there***

Likhona:Didyoutrytocallher?

***Shenodded***

Likhona:Calvin?

Sharon:Helastsawheryesterdayafterwriting.

***Shestartedsweatingandpanicking.It's

unlikeSiyatojustdisappear***

Likhona:Anyone?

Sharon:Itriedcallingsomeofherclassmates

butstillnothing.

Likhona:Wheredidshesayshe'sgoing?

Sharon:Togetsomeairtime

Likhona:DAMN!

***Shescreamedwithtearsrollingdown***

Likhona:ThinkLikhonajustthink

***Shesatdownwithherhandsonherface.



Shestoodupagain,tookhercarkeys***

Likhona:I'llbeback

***Shegrabbedherjacketfromthechairand

lefttohercar.Shestartedtheengineanddrove

straighttoMidrand.SegotinNolubabalo's

housewithoutknocking***

Likhona:NOLUBABALO!NOLUBABALO!

***Sheappearedfoldingherarmswithsomuch

calm.Likhonagotclosetoher***

Likhona:You'vegonetoofarnow.Where'sSiya?

Nolubabalo:Isshenotstayingwithyou?

Likhona:Don'tfuckentestme,webothknow

you'vegotsomethingtodowithSiya'smissing.

Iwillaskyouthisforthelasttimewhere'smy

babygirl?

Nolubabalo:Aphoumshiyekhona(whereyou

lefther)

***Sheturnedandtriedtowalkawaybut



Likhonagrabbedherbyherweave***

Likhona:Where'sSiyasanga

***Nolubabalowasbusyscreaming,Likhona

pushedherandshefellonthegroundthenshe

gotontopofh
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Likhona:Whereismychildlittlewitch

Nolubabalo:You'rehurtingme

Likhona:BURSTED!Where'smychild?



***LikhonawasbusystranglingNolubabalo.

Shechokeheruntilshecouldn'tbreathwell

anymore***

Likhona:I'llkillyou

"Noyou'rehurtingher"

***ThatwasAsemahletryingtopushLikhona

awayfromNolubabalo***

Ase:Momyou'reokay?

Likhona:Where'sSiya?

Ase:Idon'tknow

***LikhonastoodupandwentclosetoAse.Ase

slowlymovedbacktoleantothewall.Likhona

wasevenredwithanger***

Ase:IpromiseIdon'tknow

Likhona:You'lltellmetodaywhere'sSiya

***Shegrabbedherbyherhairandroughly

pulledherhair.Asewascryingforherlifewhile



Nolubabalowaslayingthereonthefloor***

Likhona:UphiuSiyasanga?(Where'ssiyasanga?)

Ase:Pl....ouuuuu...Id.ont..Mama!

***ShewashystericallycryingbutLikhona

didn'thavemercyonher***

Nolubabalo:P....p...pleaselea....veher

Likhona:I'msickandtiredofpeoplehurtingmy

baby,todayyou'lltellmeWhere'sshe.

***Ase'shairwasbeingremovedpieceby

piece***

Ase:MAMAWHERETHEFUCKISSIYA?

***LikhonawasevencryingstillpullingAseby

herhair***

Nolubabalo:Wait,pleasewait.

***LikhonaletgoofAse***

Nolubabalo:IthinkshewastakenbyNonhle.

Goandcheckherthere.



Likhona:Whywouldshetakeher

Ase:Mommyhair!Myhair!Theyallinthefloor.

***Shecriedpickingupherhaironthefloor***

Nolubabalo:Becauseshesworethatshe'llfind

herchildback,likeitornot

Likhona:Wow,Nonhlehasbecamesmartneh.

I'mgoingtogetherbutI'mnotdonewithyou,

I'llbeback.I'llmakesureyousuffer.

***Asewascryingherlungsoutlookingather

hair***

Nolubabalo:Voetsekuyangxolamaan(You're

makingnoise)

***Likhonachuckled***

Likhona:I'llbebacktoremoveyourteeth

***Shewinkedandleftthem.Shedroveto

Kyalamiandwhenshegotthere,shebangthe

doorandNonhleopened***



Nonhle:Likhona

Likhona:CanIcomein?
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***ItriedtoopenmyeyesslowlyandIwasina

veryemptyroombigroom,Iwassleepingon

themattressinthemiddleoftheroom.Itriedto

standupandInoticedmyhandsweretiedon

thepolenexttothemattress.Itriedagainto

freemyselfbutnothing.IrememberedthatI

wastakenbyablackcar.Istartedscreaming

andkicking.Myheadwasveryheavyandmy

bodywasweak.***



Me:HELPME!

***That'sallImanagedtosaybeforecrying

hystericallythinkingsomebodywillcomeand

rescueme.Whodidthis?Whywouldthat

persondothis?Ikeptaskingmyselfthat.***

"Thanksgentlemen"

"We'llberighthereifyouneedanythingma'am"

"Thankyou"

***Thenthedoorwasopened.Iclosedmyeyes

sotightthatIdidn'tevenwanttoseethat

personcomingin***

"Ncooo,lookatyou"

***Iknowthisvoice.Islowlyopenedmyeyes

withdisbelief***

Me:You?

***Shelaughedwickedlykneelinginfrontof

me***



Me:How....howcouldyou?

Mom:You'remychild,myonlychild

***Ishookmyheadwithtearsrollingdownmy

cheeks***

Me:Letmego,please.

Mom:Gowhere?

Me:Iwannagohome

***Shesmiledwipingtearsonmyface***

Mom:Thisisyourhomebabe.Youronlyhome.

Me:MyhomeisinPretoria.Justletgoofme

please.AuntLikhonamustbeworried,please

Mom:Whywouldshebeworried?She'snot

yourmother.

Me:You'renotmymother.Mymotherdied13

yearsago.MymotherisDEAD!

***Iscreamedthe"Dead"partandshechoke

me.Icouldn'tfightbecauseIwastied.Tears



werelikeawaterfalldownmycheeks***

Mom:I'myourbloodymothermotherSiya.Your

onlymother.

***SheletgoofmeandIcoughedsohard***

Me:You'reevil.Iwonderwhatdadsoinyou.

***Shechuckled***

Mom:Youchangedme

***Shesmiled***

Mom:IseethatLikhonahasfinallypoisoned

youagainstme.Mychild,yourmotherisevil,

yourmotherisonewickedwitch.Lookhere

Siya,I'myourmother,whetherevilornotIam

stillyourmotherandI'llstillbeyourmother
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ItsbeenaweeksinceSiyasangawentAWOL.

Likhonawasslowlylosinghermind.Sharon

wassickworried,Calvinpromisedtonever

sleepuntilhefindsher.Aviwewasbeyond

angry.Sharonwaslayingonthecouchcrying

whenAviwewalkedinwearingblackfromhead

totoes.Shequicklystoodup,wipedtearsoff

herface***

Sharon:Hey

Aviwe:IsLikhonaaround

***Likhonaappearedwearingablackjean,

blacksportbra,blackhoodie,blackankleboots,

gloves,beanie***

Likhona:Ready?

Aviwe:Youhaveeverything

Likhona:Yeah



***Shesaidgivingherabag.Insideitwasall

theequipmentsthey'llneed***

Aviwe:Iwon'trestuntilthatbitchletgoofSiya.

IfailedtogoandfindherbeforebutthistimeI

refusetofail

***hervoicewasfirmbutlow***

Likhona:She'llregretthedayshereturnedto

SouthAfrica.

Aviwe:WhenI'mdonewithher,I'llgoanddeal

witheveryonewhohurther.Ididn'tforget

***Shekeptthe"Imeanit"look.Likhonanodded

andwenttothesamecar.Theydrovestraight

toKyalamiandtheydidn'tknock.Theybudged

in.Therewasnooneinthehouse,theychecked

everyroomandnothing.Aviwewasgetting

angrier***

Aviwe:WHERETHEFUCKISSHE?!

Likhona:Ihopeshedidn'trun



Aviwe:Damn.

***Theysatdownandcalledotherdogstolook

forLeandraCampbell***

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***Iwokeupfromthecoldwaterbeing

splashedalloverme.Igaspedforairthen

lookedaround.Nonhlewasstandinginfrontof

mewithsomuchangeronherface***

Mom:Iwouldhavetokillyou

Me:Itsbetterthanbeingchainedinhere.Kill

me.I'mnotscaredofdeath.

***AhotslaplandedandItoldmyselfIwon't

cry***

Me:You'resuchasnakeNonhle

Mom:LeandraCampbell



Me:Don'ttellmeaboutthatfakename

***Shelaughed***

Mom:Fakewhat?IwasneverNonhle

Me:Mxm

Mom:ListenheregirlyIseeyou'vebecame

smartbutthatwon'tbeforeverbecausesooner

orlaterI'llhavetokillyou.

Me:FUCKYOU!

***She
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***Thepainwasunbearable.Iwascrying

tossingandturning.Iwasscreaming.Lordjust

takeme,I'mtiredoffeelingsomuchpain.After



anhourIwascalmandlayingonthehospital

bedthinkingaboutmyowndeath.Theguy

cameinandwipedmytearsthentookasit***

Guy:Howyou'refeeling?

Me:Whydoyoucare?

Guy:Pleasedon'tbethishard,MissCampbell

would'vekilledyou.

Me:Youshould'veletherkillme.Shewould've

donemeafavourafterall.I'mtiredofliving.

Guy:I'msorry.IjustwishGodcan.....

Me:Don'ttellmeaboutGod,thereasonI'min

thishospitalbedrightnowitsallbecauseof

him,thereasonI'minthiscruelworlditsall

becauseofhim,thereasonmydaddiedits

him...Don'tfuckentellmeaboutsomeonewho

doesn'tcareaboutme,hedoesn't.YourGodis

ev...

Guy:Don'tsayit.



***Icriedwithhimbrushingmyhand***

Me:Pleasedomeafavour

Guy:Anything

Me:PleasefindLikhonaDlaminiforme

Guy:Doyouknowheraddressorphonenumber

?

***Inoddedandgavehim.Ijusthopetheyget

hereintimebecausewewon'tknowwhatthat

crazywitchisplanningrightnow.Imusthave

fallenasleepbecauseIfeltsomeoneholding

myhandandIjumpedwithfright***

Likhona:Shhhhitsokay

***Ifellonherchestandpourallmypainright

there.Itwastoomuchhey***

Likhona:It'sokaybaby

Me:Shehurtme

Likhona:I'mherenow



***WewerebothcryingandIslowly.movedmy

headandSharonwassilentlycryingstandingby

thedoor.Shelookedhurtandthatbreaksmy

heart***

Me:Shaz

***Shelookedatmeblurryandrantomyarms.

Webothcried***

Sharon:IthoughtI'dneverseeyouagain.

Me:Sharon

***Shewasholdingmetightanddidn'twantto

letgoofme***

Sharon:Siyasanga

***Afterwewerebothcalmsheletgoofme.I

toldthemeverythingandhowIendedupinthis

hospitalbed.TheywerecryingandImustsay

thepainkillersandtheointmentarereally

helping.***

Sharon:Idon'treallywishtohaveamotherlike



yours

Me:Where'sthatguywhocalledyou

Likhona:Outside

Me:Pleasecallhimforme

***Shenoddedandleft,afteraminutethey

walkedin***

Me:Whoareyou?

Guy:Mpilo

Me:From?

Mpilo:Alexandra

***Inodded***

Me:Thankyou,youriskedyourlifeforme.

Thanks

Mpilo:Itsokay.I'mgladyou'refine.I'llleaveyou

now,speedrecovery.

***HeleftandGreatthenursebroughtfood,

tearsfeltthreateningwhenIrememberedthe



lasttimeIate.***

CONTINUED
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***Calvinhavebeenlockinghimselfinsidehis

room,cryingandnoteatinganythingsincehe

foundoutaboutSiyasanga'smissing.Hewas

avoidinganyoneandhisparentswerereally

worriedabouthim.Whilehewasstandingby

thewindowwithtearsflowingtherewasa

gentleknock***

Calvin:GoAway

***Theknockcontinued***

Calvin:JUSTGOAWAY!

"Calvinpleaseopenup.There'ssomething

importantyouneedtoknow"



***Hewenttoopenandhismomgavehima

phone***

C'mom:Someonewantstospeaktoyou

***Hegrabbedthephoneandputitonhis

ear***

Calvin:Speak

Voice:CalvinitsmeSharon

Calvin:What?

Sharon:Siyasangahasbeenf...

Calvin:Where'she?

Sharon:Hospital,

Calvin:Whichone?

Sharon:Kemptonp....

Calvin:Thanks

***Hedidn'tletherfinish.Hedroppedthecall

andgavehismomaphonetherushedtobath.

Afterbathinghequicklydriedhimself,lotion



andworeapumablackandwhitetracksuitand

kicksthentookhismom'scarkeysandranto

thecar.Hestartedtheengineanddrovetothe

hospital.HewasdirectedtoSiya'swardandran

there.Hefeltnervouswhenhereachedit"***

Calvin:CalmdownCalvin

***Hedidbreathingexerciseandslowlywalked

in.HewasmetbySiya'spuffyandredswollen

eyes.Herushedtoher***

Calvin:Siya

Siya:Mine

***Theycriedoneachother'sarms***

Calvin:Baby

***Hestartedkissingherwholeface***

Calvin:Imissedyou

Siya:Ialmostdied

Calvin:Shushnow



Siya:I'mglady'allhere.

***ItwasAviwe,Calvin,ShazandLikhona***

Siya:I'mgladthatI'msurroundedbypeople

wholoveme.

***Shewipedhertears***

Siya:NowIcandiehappily

Them:SIYA

***Shelaughedlookingatthem***

Siya:Youshould'veseenyourfaces

Aviwe:Unganyiapha(don'tshxthere)

Likhona:Yourabsencealmostkilledallofus

Calvin:Youcan'tdienow,I'mstillavirginbabe

Likhona:Heyiii

***Theyalllaughed***

Aviwe:YesCalvintellher

Siya:Pshhht



Sharon:Youcan'tdienow,we'llhavetofight

now.

***Siyanodded.Sheknewwellthatitstimeshe

startsatthebeginningandhurteveryonewho

hurtheronebyone***

Siya:I'llbeoutofheresoonShaz.

Aviwe:What'sup?

Sharon:Nothing

Siya:They'lltastetheirownmedicineShaz

Sharon:Startingfrommydad

Siya:Endingtomymother

***Theysmiledwickedlywhileotherswereout

ofclue***

Sharon:Don'tworryAunt,itsnothing.

Calvin:Siyadon'tdoanythingstupidplease.

Siya:Don'tworryaboutme

Aviwe:Thatsmilencncncnc



Likhona:Itsscary
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***ThefollowingdayIwokeupandncoohmy

babewassleepingonthechairwithhisheadon

mybed.Imovedslowlyandhewokeupand

smiled***

Calvin:You'reawake

Me:Ineedthebathroom

Calvin:Letmehelpyou

***Hestoodupandtookmewithabrindalstyle

thenwenttothebathroom.Heputmedown

andlookedatme***

Me:Ineedaprivacy



Calvin:Babycomeon.

Me:Please

Calvin:Wellifyounotgonnadoyourbusiness

thenI'lltakeyoutobedbecauseI'mnotgoing

anywhere.

Me:Bu....

Calvin:ChaSiya(NoSiya)Wazikahleukuthi

angekengikushiyewendwala(Youknowvery

wellthatIwon'tleaveyouallalonehere)

***Ilookedathimandhemeantit.GreatnowI

havetotakeoffmyunderwear,sitonthattoilet

seatandpeewhilsthe'shere***

Me:OK

***IsaidasItakemyunderweardownandsat

down.Icouldn'tevenlookathimyoh.Ididmy

businessafterhehelpedmewashmyhands

thenwentbacktobed***

Calvin:Whatwashard?



Me:I'mhungry

Calvin:Iknow

***WiththatAuntandSharoncameinwitha

lunchbox.Ismiled***

Likhona:Youlookcute

Sharon:Andinnocent

***Irolledmyeyes***

Me:I'mhungry

Sharon:I'mnotsurprised.Foodkiller

***Shegavemefood.AndYukitwasaporridge.

Really?***

Me:Porridge?Hospitalcooksone.Ithoughtit

was8slicesofpizza

Likhona:Sharonwokeupat5toprepareyou

that.Alittle"ThankYou"willbenice.

Me:Butthisisnotfair

**IsaidpoutingandCalvinkissedmylips**



Calvin:Youlookcutewhenyou'repouting

Likhona:CalvinI'mstillSiya'saunt

**Hequicklyletgoofme**

Sharon:I'llfeedyou

Me:Yeahofcourse

**Isaidwithsomuchannoyance.Aporridge

really?Whodoesthat?Afterbeingfedthe

nursegavemepillsandthedoctorexamined

me.AfterallIwasreadytogohome,yay!Itook

abathandofcourseCalvinwashelpingme

withgettingdressed.Thenauntsignedthe

dischargingformsandoffwego.Whenwegot

homeIwenttomybedroom.HowmuchImiss

beinginacomfybed.Ithrewmyselfonthebed

andsomethingtoldmetopray.Imadeashort

prayerthenSharoncamein***

Sharon:YouknowhowmuchI'vemissedyou?

**Ishookmyheadandsheopenedherarms



wideopenandIgiggled***

Sharon:Thismuch

Me:Butthat'salittle

Sharon:wellthatlittle.

***Shesmiledandheldbothmyhands***

Sharon:Calvinlovesyou,youknowthat?

Me:Ido

Sharon:KeepinghiminthedarkSiya

Me:Whatdoyoumeanaboutkeepinghimin

thedark?

Sharon:Hedeservestoknoweveryt

CONTINUED
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Me:Ican'ttellhim.Whatifheleavesme?



Sharon:He'llneverleaveyou

Me:NoSharon.Whatifhedoesn'tacceptme?

Sharon:Thatguylovesyou

Me:Wedon'thaveasureaboutthat.

Sharon:Doyoulovehim?

**Inodded**

Sharon:Doyoutrusthim?

**Inodded**

Sharon:Thenyouknowwhattodo.

Me:ButI'mscared

Sharon:ifhelovesyouhewillneverleaveyou

babe.Okay

Me:Sharon.OkayfineI'lldoit

Sharon:Itsbetteryoutellhimsoonerthanlater.

Me:Iknow

***Shehuggedmeandleft.Itookabigsighand



Idon'tknowwheremyphoneis.Haveyouever

forceyourselftosmilebutthepaininsideis

fightingyoursmile,youwonderwhymeGod?

Whatallofthisishappeningtome?Thenagain

youaskyourselfifnotmethenwho?Youstart

hatingyourbodybecauseitwastouchedina

badway.Youstartlosinggivinguplife,you

startthinkinglifehasdefeatedyou.Youask

yourselfwhat'syourpurposetolive?You

wonderwhenyou'llfindhappiness?Iwas

lookingmyselfonthemirrorandallIseeitthe

brokengirl,anemptysoul.Tearswererolling

downandIdon'trememberhowitfeelstobe

happy.I'vebeensosadandit'sboring.Painhas

beenmybestfriendsincehappinesswastaken

awayfromme.Everfeltlikerippingyourchest

apartandruboffthepaininyourheart?Ever

wishedthatweneverhadheartssowecouldn't

havecouragetofeelsomuchpain,maybeit

wasgonnabebetterthatwaybecausethepain

Ifeelissounbearable.TrustmewhenIsayIdo



notwishmyenemiesthispainbecauseitwas

toomuch.Sharononcesaidthiswasatestand

wehavetofindawaytofailit.DoesitmeansI

havetobeamurderer?DoesitmeanIhaveto

killallthesepeoplewho'vecausedmesomuch

pain?DoesitmeanIhavetobeabadgirl?

Whathappenedtohearts?Whathappenedto

peoplehavinghearts?WhatwillItellmykids?

WhatwillIteachmykidsifIhavetobeakiller?

WhathappenedtoUbuntu?Cruelworldyou've

tornmyheart***
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***Aftercrying,Iwenttowashmyfacethentie



mybraids,goshIhavetounplaitthemnow.

AfterIwenttothekitchentomakesome

sandwich.IwantedtogotovisitNtando's

grave...Ihaven'tbeentheresincehisfuneral

butIneedsomeonetogowithme.Whothough

becauseIdon'thaveaphoneandIcan'task

Sharon.IthoughtaboutChrisandtears

threatenedtocome.WhenlastdidIseehimor

evenspokentohim.Heprobablyforgottenme

andhappywithhislife.Thoughhewasthere

whenNtandowasshot,hewastherewhenI

hadnoone.IfeellikeI'vepushedhimawaywith

myabsence.Iwasbroughtbacktoearthby

Sharonwhobangthetable***

Sharon:What'sgoingSiya?

Me:CanIborrowyourphonejustforfew

minutes?

Sharon:Sure

***ShegavemeandIlogontoFacebookand



searchedforChrisMcCarthyandyippiehe

appeared.Isenthimafriendrequestand

surprisingheaccepteditwithin10seconds

howsweet.Iinboxhimandtoldhimits

Siyasanga***

Him:Dlamini?

Me:Yesbutthat'smysister'sFacebook

account

Him:Sister?

Me:It'salongstory

Him:Okay.Sohowhaveyoubeen?

Me:Greatthanks.Canwemeet?

Him:Today?

Me:Ifthat'sOkay.

Him:Sure.Where?

Me:I'minPretoriathough,Sunnyside?

Him:I'llbetherein30



***Ismiledaloneandrepliedthanks.Iwentto

changetoablackhighwaistedjeanand

longsleevwhitecroptopandblackairforce

sneakers.Itwasn'tcoldsoyeah.Ireturnedto

theloungeandSharonwassittingalone

watchingTV.***

Me:I'llneedyourphone

Sharon:You'reunbelievableyouknow

Me:Unbelievable?

Sharon:Whosaiditssafeforyoutogoout?

Me:IhavetogooutSharon

Sharon:What'sgoing?

Me:NothingisgoingonbutIneedtomeetthis

guy

Sharon:Who'she?

Me:I'llexplainlater

***Sherolledhereyesandhandedmeher



phone.Chrissaidhe'salmosttheresoIquickly

rantothebusstop.Itookabusandwentto

Sunnyside.Ispottedhimfromthedistanceand

Ijoggedtohim.Hesmiledwhenhesawmeand

trustmeIdidn'tknowtoreactorsay***

Chris:Sanga

***Howhesaiditthough***

Me:HeyI'mgladyoucameinsuchashort

notice

Chris:Itsnothingbabe.What'sup?

Me:Lifehasn'tbeeneasylately

Chris:I'msorryabouthowmybrotherleftyou

***Inodded,honestlyIdidn'twanttotalkabout

it***

Me:IneedyoutoaccompanymetoNtando's

grave.

***HewarmlysmiledandIforgothowwarm

andsweetheis.***



Chris:Let'sgo

***Hesaidtakingmyhandtothecar.He

openedthedoorformethenwenttohisside.

Thedrivewasquietuntilweenteredthegrave

yards.Heparkedandthenopenedthedoorand

Ididthesame.Heheldmyhanduntilwe've

reachedmybrother'sgrave.Therewerefresh

flowers,Iguesshermomwasheremxm.Isat

ontopofitandIcouldn'tstopmytears.***

Me:Ntando

***Itriedtowipetearsoffmyfacebutitwas

uselessbecausetheykeptcoming***

Me:I'mnotcryingforyouNtando,I'mcryingfor

myself,you'regoneandI'mleftaloneinthis

worldofcrueltyandwickedness.

***Itookadeepbreath***

Me:YouknowIstillrememberthetimeyou

usedtogivemeamirrorwhenIcryandtellme

tolookathowuglyIamwhenI'mcrying.



***Ifeltaheavylamponmythroat***

Me:You'vebeenmySuperman,myhero.

SometimesIwishIneverinvolvedyoutothe

hijackingofmom'scompanies.

***Iwipedmytears***

Me:MaybeIwould'vebeentheonesleeping

herenotyou.IfailedtoprotectyouNana.I

failedtobethebiggersistertoyou.I'mafailure.

I'llneverforgivemyself,never.

***Islowlystoodup***

Me:RestInEternalPeaceTillWeMeetAgain.

***ThenChrisheldmyhandagainandwalked

metothecar.Heopenedmysidethenwentto

hisside.WewenttoSpurandweorderedRibs

andonionrings.Ourorderscameandwedug

in***

Chris:Whichschoolyou'rein?

Me:WandywoodHighandyesrepeatingGrade



11.

Chris:I'msurprised,whathappened?

Me:AfteryourbrotherdecidedtoditchmeIhad

toleavethehotelbecauseIwasbrokeandhad

noone.Ifoundmyselfonthestreets.

***Itoldhimeverythingandhewasintears

whenIwasdone***

Chris:I'msorrySiya.

Me:Itswaterunderthebridge

Chris:SoyoustayhereinPretoria?

***Inoddedandheheldbothmyhands***

Chris:HonestlyIwasbeyondhappywhenI

receivedyourtext,IthoughtI'dneverseeyou

again.

***Ismiled***

Chris:Andthatpricelesssmile

Me:I'mnotgonnablushshame



Chris:Andyoursweetvoice

Me:ShouldItellmyboyfriendoryou'lltellhim

yourself?

Chris:Hewon'tdoanythingshameanddidyou

sayboyfriend?

Me:Yes

***Helaughed***

Chris:YouandBoyfriend

Me:Peoplechangesweety,lifeistooshortto

besingle

Chris:I'msurewhenyousayjumphejumps

now

Me:I'mnotcontrollingyuk

Chris:Ididn'tsaythat.

***Hesmiledexposingherlovelyteeth***

Chris:I'mgladyoufoundsomeone,saltisn'ta

jokeyoh



***Iplayfullyhithim***

Chris:I'mjokingNana.

***Afterchattingandeatinghetookmehome.I

enteredandfoundauntbeyondangry***

Likhona:Usukaphi?(Wherewereyou)

Me:Uh

Likhona:Awukwaziukithethangoku?(Youcan't

speaknow?)

Me:Iwasat......

Likhona:YouweredamnkidnappedSiyasanga,

whydoesitfeellikeyouenjoybeinghurt?

Me:ButI....

Likhona:ButNothing

Me:IwenttovisitNtando'sgraveaunt.

Likhona:Really?Butyoursistersaidyouwere

meetingsomeone.

Me:YestoaccompanymetoNtando'sgrave.I



couldn'tgoalone.

***Shestartedbeingcalm***

Likhona:Oh.Who'sthat?

***Shewasmorecalm***

Me:Chris,myoldfriend.Hewastherewhen

Ntandowasshot

Likhona:I'msorrybaby,itsjustthatIwas

worriedsickaboutyou.

Me:IunderstandbutwithhimI'msafer

***ShenoddedandIgaveSharonherphone

thenwenttomybedroom***

.

.

.
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***Nolubabalowassittingonthecouchwhen

Asecametositnexttoherwithaphotoalbum.

Shewascrying***

Nolubabalo:Ayodrama(Itsadrama)

Ase:Imisshermama

Nolubabalo:Shedoesn'tmissyou

Ase:Doyoublameher?Ifeellikewedeserve

whatherauntdid.ThoughIdon'thavehair

Nolubabalo:Wedeserveithuh?My4teethare

allgoneandyousaywedeserveit.You'reeven

betterbecauseyouwearahat.MnaIcan'teven

laughAsemahle

Ase:SchoolsareopeningsoonandI'llneeda

schoolbeanie

Nolubabalo:Schoolbeanieyantoni?I'llalso

needfalseteethmaan.Wedon'tevenhave

money.NotevenR50inourname,thefoodin

thefridgewillonlylastfor3moredays.



Ase:Youneedtogoandlookforajob

Nolubabalo:ifIhadmatriccertificateitwas

gonnabeeasybutaii

Ase:ShameIfeelsorryforyouman.

Nolubabalo:Pleasethrowawaythatphoto

albumitmakesmyskinitchy

***Asestoodup***

Ase:Skinitchyyourflatassmama.Youneedto

standupandgolookforajob,evenbeinga

cleanerwillsuityou

Nolubabalo:Uphambene(You'recrazy)

Ase:Haikeletmehateandleaveyou

***Shelefthermomandwenttoher

bedroom***
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***ItwasarainymorningandIsmiledalone

underthosewarmblankets.There'snothing

beautifulthanwakingupfromthehumming

soundsoftherainhittingtheroof.Manylove

SunnydaysandblueskiesbutIlovecloudy

days.Thesmelloftherainasithitstheearth.

RainalwayscalmsmeandIgetthosedull

gloomybutexquisitedays.Islowlywokeupand

wenttostandbythewindowIopenedthe

curtainanditwasquietoutsideandbeautiful.I

touchedthewindowscreenastheraindrops

rolldowntoanend.Itwasabeautifuldayfor

onetobeinsidethecoverswithwarmcupof

coffee.Iwasinterruptedbysomeonetouching

myshoulders,IturnedanditwasSharon***



Sharon:Yourfavoriteweather

***Ismiled***

Me:Youknowmeverywell.

Sharon:Wellletmegotobed

***Schoolswereopeningin2days,goshI

wasn'tlookingforwardtothatday.Thetime

was7:49.Iwalkedoutoftheroomandaunt

wasgonetoworkalready.Iwenttoherroom

andIsatontopofherbed.Somethingcaught

myattentionwhenIwaslookingonthemirror.

ItwasablueboxofaGucciBoots.Iwentto

takeandIslowlyopeneditandBOOMthe

shockofmylife.ItwasaGun.Iclosedthebox

andputittoitsplacethenwenttotakeaquick

shower.IlotionedandworkablackLowrise

jean,blacklongsleeveT-shirt,ablackcoatand

myblackairforcesneakers.ItookSharon's

blackbeanieandworeit.ThenIwenttoAunt's

room.Itooktheblackleathergloves,asmuch



asIdon'tknowwhatI'mdoingbutI'mdoingit.I

tookthatboxandIreachedforthegun.***

Me:Okay

***IsaidasIputtheguninsidethecoat.Ininja

walkedtothedoornotforgettingtheumbrella.I

tookataxitoMidrandandwhenIgotthereI

slowlywalkedtoNolubabalo'shouse.MindmeI

don'tknowhowtouseagunorhowtoholdit.I

wasbusydoingthebreathingexercisesand

thenIknocked.Nolubabaloopenedthedoor

thenmadeawayformewithoutsaying

anything,howsweet***

Me:Nolubabalo

Nolubabalo:Hmm

Me:Youcan'ttalk?

Nolubabalo:Ufunani?

Me:Nothat'snothowyoutreatyourvisitors,a

coffeewillbenicewith3teaspoonsofsugar



Nolubabalo:Wabanguallblack(You'rewearing

allblack)

Me:Eweman,I'mmatchingwiththeweather.

Won'tyouevenoffermeaseat?

Nolubabalo:Isibindisakhosinamathamboyoh

(Yourgutshavebonesyoh)

***Ichuckledthenkeptastraightface***

Me:Where'sAse?

Nolubabalo:ASEMAHLESOMEONEWANTS

YOU!

***Ismiledshakingmyhead.Aseappearedand

stoppedwhenshesawme***

Me:Nana

Ase:Siya

***ShecamerunningforahugbutIgaveher

"don'tyoudare"lookandshestopped***

Me:Bothofyousitdown



Nolubabalo:Wandiphathakwam(You're

controllingmeinmyhouse)

***Ichuckled***

Me:I'maskingyounicelyNolubabalo

Nolubabalo:Nicelywillbeyoutakingyoursmall

assoutofthishousenow.

Me:Oh

Ase:Mamapleasenotnow

Me:YoubetterlistentoyourbabyNolubabalo

Nolubabalo:Mxm

***Itookoutmygunandtheyquicklysat

down***

Nolubabalo:Nana

***Ilaughedunbelievablyather***

Me:Really?You'resuchacharacterNolubabalo.

Nolubabalo:Let'stalk.I'llgiveyouanythingyou

want



Me:Willyougivemebackmyvirginity?Willyou

givemebackmylifeyou'vestolenhuh?Willyou

givememydaddy?

Nolubabalo:Siya

Me:SHUTUP!

***Iwasgettingmoreangry***

Me:Doyouknowhowmuchyou'vetookfrom

me?EverythingNolubabalo,youtookeverything

fromme

Ase:Siyapl....

Me:SHUTUPYOULITTLEPROSTITUTE!

Me:AllmylifeIwaslivingnothingbutpain,I've

toleratedeverything.Youchangedmeintoa

prostituteNolubabalo.DoyouknowthatpainI

felt,Ihadtostaystrongtoroughclients

***Iwascryingstillpointingthemwithagun***

Me:Ihadtotoleratetheclientswhodidn'twant

tousedamncondoms.



Nolubabalo:Iregretit

Me:Regretityourparalyzedfoot.Lookatme

Nolubabalo,lookatme.Whatdoyousee?

Nolubabalo:Abeautifulgirl

Me:Noabrokengirl.You'vekilledeverysinless

pieceofme.Nolubabalotodayyou'lltellme

whatdidIfuckendotoyou?

***Shewasshakingandcrying.***

Nolubabalo:PleaseSiya

Me:Wipethosecrocodiletears.

***Isawaropebythedoor***

Me:We'llhaveacrimescenetoday.Onemove

you'redead.

***Imovedslowlybackwardstothedoorstill

pointingatthem.Itookthatropeandthrewitto

Ase***

Me:Tieyourselves



Ase:B....

Me:NOW!

***Theysatonthechairslookingoppositeways

theyrolledtheropearoundthemandchairs.I

madesureitstight.Ipushedthecouchesaway,

Iwantedanopenspaceinbetween.***

Me:Nicejob

Nolubabalo:PleaseNana

Me:YouremindmeofmyselfwhenIhadtobeg

youNolubabalo.Didyougiveadamn?

Ase:Justkillus

Me:Nothat'stooearly.Haveyoubeenburnt

withacidofabattery?

***Theyscreamed"No"andIlaughedlookingat

them***

Me:Wow

Nolubabalo:OhyiniDlamini,Zizi,JamakaSjadu



(clannames)

Me:NcoohIfeellikedancingyazi

Nolubabalo:Pleasebaby,let'stalkyabo

Me:Talk?Really?I'mevenhungry,what'sinside

thefridge?

Ase:It'sourlastfoodSiya,pleasedon'teatit

***Ismiledandputaclothontheirbigmouths.I

wenttothekitchentoboilcookingoilwithapot.

AfteritwasboiledIreturnedtothem***

Me:ifIhadaphoneIwouldtakeyouguysa

picture.Lookhowcuteyouare.

***Ismiledandthesilentlycriedlookingatthe

pot***

Me:Ohbeforeitgetscold.

***TheywerecryingandIwaslaughing.They

couldn'tevenscreambecauseIputaclothon

theirmouths***



Me:Ncoohaskiesmaan.

***Ipourasmalldropofboiledoilontheirlaps

andtheywerejumpingonthosechairslike

chickens.Iwaslaughingmylungsout***

Me:You'recryingbutguysthisisanintro.No

needtocrynow

***Anotherdropontheirarms.Itwasmyfirst

timeseeingNolubabalocryinglikethat.They

mercyinmewasdead.Idecidedtojustfinish

theoil.TheywerecryingpoorKhumalosshame.

IremovedaclothfromNolubabalo'sdoor***

Nolubabalo:Siya

Me:Nolubabalo

Nolubabalo:Pleaseforgiveus

***Shecriedinpains.***

Me:Xoloman(Sorryman)

Nolubabalo:Please!



***Shewasreallycrying***

Me:Itwillbealrightmama.

***Theywerebecomingred.Iremovedacloth

fromAse***

Ase:Ithurts

***Iwenttokitchentodrinkwaterthencame

backwithasalt***

Me:Ihopethiswilleasethepain

Ase:Noplease

Me:I'mmakingitfeelbetter

Nolubabalo:Leaveitlikethis

Me:Awufuniukupholafast?(Youdon'twanna

feelbetterfast?)

***Thecriedshakingtheirheads.Irubbedthe

salttotheirskinandyohtheircrieswherekilling

myears.Iputtheclothsbackintheirmouths***

Me:You'remakingnoisejeez



***Ismiledlookingatthem?

Me:Feelsbetter?

***Isatdownlookingatthem***

Me:LookatmeNolubabalo.You'vechanged

me.Dadwouldbesodisappointedinme,he

wouldn'tevenforgiveme.Look,I'mamonster

allbecauseofyou.You'vedestroyedagoodgirl

Nolubabalo.Ihatemyselfrightnow,Iwanna

makeyoufeelthepainIfeelbutburningwith

boiledoilwon'tmakeyoufeelmypain.Idon't

evenknowwhoamIrightnow.

***Iwipedmytearsandtookmythings***

Me:Thisisjustuseless.I'mleaving

***Ilookedatthemandleftthemstilltiedon

thatchair***
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***Iwascryingallthewayhome.Myheartwas

inmillionpieces.Whenthetaxidroppedmeto

thebusstopIranhomeandSharonwaswith

Monica.Ipassedthemthenwenttomyroom.I

lockedthedoorandsatdownandcried

hysterically.AftercryingIwashedmyfaceand

changedintoapinkandwhiteNiketranksuit

andputthegunwhereIfoundit.Iwentbackto

thesittingroom.Yohtheywerebothlookingat

me***

Monica:Siya

Me:Yes?

Monica:I'msorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou

Me:Itsokay

Sharon:UhmCalvincalled,hesaidhe'llbehere



soon

***Isaidnothingandchangedthechannel***

Sharon:You'reOkay?

Me:Yes

Sharon:Wherewereyou?

Me:JEEZSHARONJUSTCUTMESOMESLACK

Sharon:Iwasjustaskingsorry

***IlookedatherandIfeltbadforshoutingat

her***

Me:I'msorry

***Shesmiledandbrushedmyarm***

Sharon:It'sokay

Me:I'llbeinourroom

***Ileftthemandwenttoaunt'sroom.Ilooked

forthephotoalbumandafounditonhercloset.

Iwenttomyroomandsatontopofthebed.

ThefirstphotoIsawwhenIopeneditwasmy



dad's.TearsescapedmyeyesasIremember

howmuchItrulymisshim.Imissbe.Ifhewas

stillaliveallofthisthat'shappeningtome

wouldn'thavehappened.Hewasgoingtomake

surethatI'msafeandprotected.Helovedme

somuchandhealwaysputhislifeatriskfor

me.Imust'vefallenasleepbecauseIwas

wokenupbysomeonegentlyshakingme.Iwas

stillholdingmydad'spicture.Islowlysatup

straightandlookedatCalvin.TbhIdidn'twant

himtoseemelikethis***

Calvin:YouOkay?

***Inoddedtryingtofighttears***

Calvin:Siyalookatme

***Icouldn't.Heliftedmyheadstraightand

mademelookathim***

Calvin:You'rebeautifuldoyouknowthat,I'm

gladandproudtohaveyouinmylife.

***Itriedtolooktheotherwaybuthedidn'tlet



me***

Calvin:ThemomentIfirstsawyou,Iknewyou'll

beminethoughitwasn'teasy.Thethoughtof

melovingyousometimesmakesmewannacry.

***Tearsescapedmyeyesandheheldmyleft

hand***

Calvin:Iknowthatyou'vebeenwearingamask.

Iknowthatyouareslowlydyinganditalso

breaksmysoul.Iknowthere'saheavylampon

yourthroat,Iknowyou'reemotionallyinpain.

***Hewipedmytearswithhisotherhand***

Calvin:IwantyouSiyatotrustmeandtalkto

me.Tellmeallyourimperfections.Iwanna

knowallyourflaws.

***GodwherewillIstart***

Me:I'mscared

Calvin:Youtrustme,don'tyou?

***Inodded***



Calvin:Sharemeyourpain

***IkeptquietforsometimethenItoldhim

everything,Imeaneverything.AfterIwasdoneI

feltlikethebaggagethatwasonmyshoulders

wasremoved.HehuggedmesotightandI

couldseetearsthreateningonhiseyesbut

foughttoholdthem***

Calvin:Itsokay

***Thatcameinwhisperandhisvoicewas

breaking***

Calvin:I'mherenow

***Helookedatmeandkissedmyforehead.***

Calvin:Ipromiseyouthatwe'llgetthroughthis.

We'llsurvivethis

Me:How?

Calvin:Forgiveyourselfandforgivethem.

There'snothingthatgivesmorepeacethat

forgivingsomeone.



***Inodded.Iknowhewasright***

Calvin:Thisraindoesn'tseemtostop

Me:Itsabeautifulweather

Calvin:Comelet'sgo

Me:Where?

Calvin:Inmyhouse

Me:Todowhat?

Calvin:JustcomeorI'llcupyouinbridalstyle

***Igiggled***

Me:Mylegscan'tmoveso

***Hecuppedmeinbridalstyleandtookmeto

thecar.Afterhedrovetohishouse.Wowitwas

heavenI'mtellingyou.Hedroveinandopened

thedoorforme***

Calvin:Stillcan'twalk?

Me:Ican



***HechuckledandIgotout.Heheldmyhand

andopenedthedoor.Iwascrossingfingers,

prayinghisparentsweren'taround.Ihaven't

metthemandIcannotmeetthemnow***

Me:Areyourparentshome?

***Isaidwhisperingandhechuckled***

Calvin:They'reoutoftheprovince

***Iletoutasighofrelief***

Calvin:Sowhatdoyouwannaeat

Me:You.

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:I'llhurtyoudear.

Me:I'mforreal

***Heputmeontopofthekitchencounterand

openedmylegsandstandinbetweenthem***

Calvin:Iloveyouwithallyourflaws

***Ismiled***



Calvin:Thanksfortrustingme

Me:Okayokay

***HekissedmylipsandIdidn'trespondatfirst

thenIwentwiththeflow.Hestoppedand

lookedatme***

Calvin:Whatdoyouwannaeat?

Me:Anythingyouprepare

***Hesmiled***

Calvin:Letmeshowyoumycookingskills.

Me:Wenaandcooking?

Calvin:I'mforrealbabe

Me:Okaycook

***Hesmiledandmadeasandwich***

Calvin:See?

***Ilaughed***

Me:Doyoucallthiscooking?



Calvin:Yeahit'sastarter

***Ishookmyheadandtookonebite***

Calvin:Sowhatarewatching?

Me:UhmWHATHAPPENEDTOMONDAY

Calvin:Greatidea

***Heputmeonhisbackandwenttowatchthe

movie.Afterthemoviehewentupstairsand

toldmetowaitforhimthencamebackwithhis

phone.Wetookpicturestogether***

Calvin:Iloveyou

Me:Okay

***HetickledmeandIsaidIlovehimtoo.***

Calvin:2daysleftforschoolstoopen

***Igroanedinannoyance***

Calvin:ItsmylastyearinHighSchoolthanks

God.

***Thethoughtofthatmakesmyheartbreaks.



He'llleavemeandUniversityhashotchicks,

he'llfindhismatchandforgetme.***

Calvin:Heyhey.Iknowwhatyou'rethinking.I'm

notgoinganywhere,okay?Yesthereacutegirls

invarsitybutIpromiseyounoneofthemwill

competewithyou.Iwantnoonebutyou.You're

myheart

Me:Thanks

***Heperkmylipsandhetookmehome***

.

.

MYLIFEWITHANEVILSTEPMOTHER
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***Iwasstandingbythewindowanditwas

darkoutside,wellitwasn'tthatdark,thetime

was5:00am...Winter.Iwasfarfrommy

thoughtsandIwassonotlookingforwardto

thisday.IhadapatonmyshoulderandIturned,

Auntwasstandinginfrontofmewithasmile

onherface***

Likhona:Youremindmeofyourfather

***Shetouchmyfacewithherlefthand***

Likhona:You'reverybeautifulNana,andsmart..

Yourfatherwouldbeproudofyou.You'vebeen

throughsomuchlatelybuthereyouarestill

beautiful.

***Ikeptquit***



Likhone:Iknowitsnoteasytoforgetbut

forgivethemmychild

***Shesaid***

Likhona:Getreadyforschool,I'llprepare

breakfastforyou.WakeSharonupokay

***InoddedthenwenttowakeSharon.She

usedabathtubwhileIusedashower.Isaton

thefloortryingsohardtoforgetaboutallthis

miseryI'min.Dadusedtosayoneshould

createhis/herownhappinessandletnoone

destroyit.Iguessittime.Seeitdoesn'tmatter

whoyouareorwhereyoufromifyoustruggle,

Godwilluseyou.Ineedtostandstrong

becauseintimehewillprovide.Letmenot

forgetwhosedaughterIam,I'madaughterofa

KingandIshouldstraightenupmycrown.I

stoodupandwashedmybody,afterIwasdone

Iturnedoffthewaterandsteppedout.I

wrappedthetowelaroundmeandwentbackto

myroom.Sharonwasdonegettingdressed.I



driedmyselfandslowlylotionmyself.Iworemy

greytrouser,longsleeveshirt,tie,jerseynot

forgettingsocks.AfterIcombmyhair,I've

unplaitedthebraidsandleftwithmynatural

hair.Itiedmyhairandworemyschoolshoes.I

lookedmyselfonthemirrorandallmy

confidencewasback,IsmiledandIwasready

toconquer."Let'stakepictures"saidSharon

smilingatme,"Sure"Irepliedback.Aftertaking

somepicswetookourbagsnotforgetting

schoolblazerwhichwascompulsoryandwent

tothekitchen.Wegreetedauntandtookour

seats***

Likhona:You'rebeautiful

***Isaidnothingandsmiled***

Likhona:Take

***Shesaidgivingusourbreakfast.Aftereating

shedroppedustoschoolandwewalkedin.My

princewaswaitingformewithasmileonhis



face.GoshnobodyknowshowmuchI'minlove

withhim.Iwenttohim,"Hi"Isaidhugginghim.

Hesmelledsoperfect."Iforgothowgood

lookingyouareinthisschooluniform"he

said.***

Me:Let'sgo.

Sharon:NoI'minvisible

Calvin:Oh,sorryShaz.

Sharon:Whatever

***Shesaidleavingusthere***

Calvin:Ilikeitwhenyousmile

***Ilookeddowntryingsohardnottoblush***

Calvin:Whatareyoudoingafterschool?

Me:Nothing

Calvin:MyparentsarebacksoIwouldliketo

youtomeetthem

***IlookedathimandheyIwasn'tdownfor



that.Parents?Meeting?I'msorrybutIwasn't

readyatall.***

Me:HowaboutonSaturday

Calvin:That'scool

"Hey"

***ThatwasMonica***

Us:Hey

Monica:Calvinthere'ssomethingIneedyouto

helpmewith.

Calvin:Whatisit?

***MonicalookedatmeandIfoundmy

message***

Me:Ihavetogo

Calvin:Kiss?

Me:Afterschool

***Ismiledwarmlyathimthenlookedat

Monica***



Me:Wegoingtogetherafterschool?

Monica:No,andIthinkCalvinforgotwehavean

afternoonclass

Me:Oh?

***IlookedatCalvinandhewasalsoconfused

butIbrusheditoff***

Me:Byethen

***Ileftthemthereandwenttoclass.Thefirst

periodwasMathsandIknowshe'llbetellingus

whowasthehighestandshii.Themaths

teacherwalkedinwithherfiles.Mathsdidn't

givememercyandIgot81%,Iwasn'tsurprised

though..Mathsain'tnoone'sfriend."Good

morning",shegreeteduswarmly,"morning

MissStuurman"wesaid.***

MissS:Iwanttowelcomey'allforthethirdterm.

Ihopey'allhadanamazingholiday

***MinewashellIsaidtomyself***



MissS:Ihopethistermwe'llworktogetherand

participate

***Shecontinued***

MissS:MissDlamini,youdidwellbutMiss

KhuzwayoyoutoppedalltheGrade11s.I'm

impressed,welldone

***Weallclappedourhands..Breaktimecame

andCalvinfetchedme.Wewenttothe

tuckshopandheboughttwopies,twocansof

crèmesodacolddrinkandsnack.Wewentto

sitbythenetballcourtandwestartedhaving

somelightconversationsanditwasallfilled

withlaughterandlove.***

"Sothat'swhereyou'rehidingyourself?"

***WeturnedtoseewhowasthatandGreatit

wasMonica***

Me:Monica

Monica:Iseey'allhavingfun.You'reverymuch



inloveey

***IsmiledandIwasbeyondthewordinlove

withthisguy***

Calvin:WassupNica?

***Shesmiled***

Monica:Iwasjustpassing

Me:Okay

***Shewinkedandleft.Okaywhatwasthat.

AfterschoolSharoncametofetchmeandwe

walkedtothebusstop.Westartedwaiting

thereandIheardsomeonecallingmyname

fromadistance.IturnedanditwasMiss

Khuzwayo.Shejoggedtome.

Me:MissKhuzwayo

***Shewasthequietgirlinclass,verypretty.

Shelooked12yearsoldlol.ShesmiledandI

smiledback***

MissKhuzwayo:PleasecallmeSomila



***Ismiled***

Me:I'llcallyouSoso

Soso:That'sbetter

Me:What'sup?

Soso:Igotamessageforyou

Me:From?

Soso:Tshidiso

***Ohhe'sstillalive?***

Me:Oh?

Soso:HesaidIshouldtellyouthatAsemahle's

mompassedonYesterday.

***Myheartstoppedforaminute***

Me:Whathappened?

Soso:Shehadacaraccidentonherwaytothe

clinic

Me:OhThanks



***AllIcouldthinkofwasAse,Iwonderhow

she'scopingwiththis.Theydidmewrongand

thatdoesn'tmeantheydeservethis.Ifeltsorry

forAse.Itmustbereallyhard.Iwasn'tgonna

blamemyselfforNolubabalo'sdeath,Idid

nothing..***

Sharon:What'sup?

Me:UhmmNolubabalopassedon

***ItslikeItoldherthatJesusiscoming.She

starteddancinginexcitementandclapping

hands.MyGodthisgirl***

Sharon:Ifileinja(Thedogisdead)

Me:Nomaan,yesshedidterriblethingsbut

thatdoesn'tmeanshedeservedtodie

Sharon:TodayI'llsleepwithasmileonmyface

***Reallynow?***

Me:WhataboutAse?

Sharon:Ohhere'sthetaxi.Let'sgo



***Shedraggedmeinsideandoffwewent

home***
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***Whenwegotoffthebus,Sharonwas

dancingtothesongshewaslisteningtoallthe

waytotheapartment.Weopenedandaunt

shouldbeatworkbecauseitwasquiet.We

wenttochangeintoourblackjumpsuitsand

blackpumps,weputourschooluniformneatly

insideourwardrobeexceptfortheshirtswe

werewearingandsocks,weputtheminsidethe

laundrybagthenwenttohavesomethingtoeat.



IfIhadaphonerightnowIwouldbetalkingto

Calvin,thisishard.Ijustmademyselfnoodles

thenwenttoeat.Sharonwasbusychattingon

herphone.Itookaremoteandlookedfora

movieandnothingwasinterestingontheTV.

Monicacameinandsatnexttome,Iwas

surprisedbecauseshesaidthey'vegotan

afternoonclass,"Hey"shesaidtakingthe

remoteandchangingthechannel***

Me:Whathappenedtotheafternoonclass?

Monica:Itwascancelled

***Inoddedtakingafullspoonofnoodlestomy

mouth***

Sharon:Wenayou'reasnakewaitse

Monica:Who?

Sharon:Nyu?Youyourdamnit

Monica:WhatdoyoumeanI'masnake?

Sharon:Imeanthatexactly



Monica:WhatdidIdo?

***Iwassointerestedshameandallmy

attentionwasatthem***

Sharon:Siesmaanyou'redisgusting

Me:What?

***Iasked***

Sharon:Thiswhitebitchisdatingyourex!

Me:Ex?

Sharon:Iforgotyou'reaslowlearner.I'mtalking

aboutJade

***Myfacejustfallonthefloor.Really?Who

cares?She'lldealwithPalesa,Idon'tcarewho

dateswhoforwho?

Me:Andso?

Sharon:WhatwillstopherfromdatingCalvin

***Ijustlaughed***

Me:Calvin?



***IsaidlookingatMonicafromheadto

toes***

Me:Calvinisn'tafool

Monica:SOIAMAFOOL?

Sharon:Slowdownwhitebitch,you'reafoolto

besleepingaroundwithmarriedmen

Me:Sharonmaan

Sharon:IguessIcan'thelpbuttosaytheetruth,

mybad

****Monicastoodupandlookedatus****

Sharon:Whitepeopleliketoembarrass

themselvesaiii

Me:Sharonnomaan

Sharon:I'msayingthefacts.Monicayoulike

beingaslut,youalwaysho**ynje..

Me:Sharon

Sharon:Lookatthebodyistellingonyou.



Monica:Iwon'tstandupforthisbullshxt

Sharon:Likeyoucan'tstandforeveryDickand

Tom

Monica:FuckYou!

Sharon:Wabo(Yousee)

***Shesaidlookingatme***

Sharon:Herheadisthinkingonething.Well

NicaitalwaystaketwobutpityIwon'tsatisfy

you.

Monica:Youthinkyou'reperfectbothofyou.

Whojudgedyouwhenyouwereaprostitute?

Sharon:Goddid

***Ichuckledshakingmyhead***

Monica:BitchesI'llgetyouandyou'llregret

insultingme

***Shesaidrunningtothedoor***

Sharon:We'retellingyouthetruthhornyskank



***Sheshoutedbehindher.IlookedatSharon

andsheturnedtolookattheTV****

Me:Whatwasthat?

Sharon:Mymouthhasnofilter

Me:AreyoucrushingonJade?

***Sherolledhereyesandfocusedontv.I

laughedgoingtoputabowelinthesink.***

Me:I'mgoingtostudy!

***ShenoddedandIsmiledgoingtothe

bedroom.ItookmyMathsbooksandstarted

practicing.AfterandhourIdecidedtotakea

nap.Iheardsomeonedisturbingmefrommy

dreams,nxapeoplehatetoseeyourestingafter

suchalongday.Iopenedmyeyesandlooked

atmyauntwhowassmilingatme,Islowlysat

upstraightandstretchedmyarms***

Me:Hmm

Likhona:Howwasschool?



Me:Fine

Likhona:Iseeyouweredoingmaths

Me:Justrefreshingmybrain

***Shetooksomethingfromherbagand

handedtome***

Me:Aphone?

***Isaidwithabigsmileonmyface***

Likhona:Ihopeyoulikeit

***itwasSamsungGalaxyS6***

Me:Iloveitthankyou

***Shekissedmyforehead***

Me:DoesithaveaSimcardwithairtime

***Isaidbetweenmyteethandshegiggled***

Likhona:IloadedsomeairtimethereandI'mthe

firsttohaveyournumber

***Ismiledandsheleft.Istarteddownloading



Facebook,Twitter,WhatsApp,Snapchatand

Instagram.Iwasusingmyoldaccountsexcept

forWhatsApp.Afterimportedallmypicsthat

wereonaunt'slaptoptomyphone.ThenAunt

calledmetellingthesupperisready.Ileftmy

phoneontopofthebedandwenttoeat.She

dishedupforusandwesaidagrace..***

Me:DoyouknowNolubabaloisdead

Likhona:YeahandIwentthereafterwork

Sharon:Tosendyourcondolences?

Me:How'sAsemahle?

***Isaidreallyconcernedabouther***

Likhona:She'sreallyhurtandnotcopingwell

***Inodded***

Me:I'llgotoseehertomorrow

Sharon:Iforgotyou'reMotherTheresa.

***Irolledmyeyes***



Sharon:Thedogisdeadandthisneedsa

celebrationnotmourningandshii

Likhona:NobodydeservethisShaz

Sharon:WellNolubabalodid,Iwishshe'sonher

waytohellaswespeak

***Westartedchattingandstuffthenwentto

bedafterdoingthedishes.Morningcameand

wetookamorningroutines,wenttohave

breakfast.Afterauntdroppedustoschool.

Okaysomethingstrangewashappening.Calvin

wasstandingbythegateasusual.Alleyes

wereonme,usIdon'tknow.***

Me:What'sgoingon?

Calvin:Itsnothingtoworryabout,hesaid

kissingmyforeheadandwenttoclass.Yohin

classalleyesonmeandotherswere

whispering.What'sgoingonreally?***

Soso:Siya



Me:What'sgoingonSomila?

Soso:Ohaboutthat...

"Wellwellwell"

***ThatwasMonicawithherfriends.***

Me:WhatMonica?

Monica:Everyoneknowsyou'reacheaplittle

prostitute

Me:Andso?

***Isaidfoldingmyarmswithannoyance***

Monica:Ouch

***Shehadthisirritatingsmirkonherface***

Monica:Boysclosethedoor

***Twoguysclosedthedoor***

Monica:Thisisabouttogetdown.Everyone

hereisafraidthatyou'lltaketheirmen

***Igiggledclappingmyhands***



Me:SoI'mthethreat,howsweet.MonicaIsee

youwannabringmedownandtrustmeitwon't

work.

Monica:Youthink

Me:Iknow

***Isaidgettingclosetoeachother.Iwas

beyondcalmandtrustmethischickis

bastardized(ifthewordexists.).Iwasn'tgonna

fightatschoolnonever***

Me:Action?

***ShepushedmeandIalmostfelldown.I

chuckledandtwoguysheldmetightagainst

thewallandpinnedme. PitytodayIwas

wearingaskirtandtheytriedliftingmyskirtup

toexposemytight.***

Monica:Letmedothisboys

***ShesaidtryingtotearitandIkickedherso

hardthatshefell****



Me:Leavemealone

Girl2:Wewannaseebitch.

***Thenadoorwasroughlypushedanditwas

myAccountingteacher,CalvinandSharon.

TheyletgoofmeandIcouldn'tdoanythingbut

tobreakdownandcry.***

MrsMokoena:Allofyouleave

Calvin:YouOkay?

Sharon:I'llsortthis.

***SheranoutoftheclassandIsmelled

trouble***

MrsMokoena:MissDlaminipleasecomewith

me

***Iwipedtearsoffmyfaceandfollowedherto

heroffice.sheofferedmeaseatandItookmy

seat"***

MrsMokoena:Whathappened



Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit

MrsMokoena:Iwannahelpyou

Me:Youshould'vehelpedmebydisciplining

them.Didyouseethat?Whatkindofthe

peopleareyou.Thesekidsdon'tknowwhat

rightorwrong.

***Iwasmorechilled**

Me:Iforgivethem,canIgotoclass

MrsMokoena:I'llfollowyou

***ShesaidandIstoodupandlefttoclass.I'll

dealwithMonicaathome.I'msaidtomyself***
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***Itkindasucksthatthesepeopleactlike

they'veneverseenaprostitute,oneofthem

mustbeonenxa.Buthey,Iwasaprostitute,

WAS.Theysoquicktojudge.Theyshould've

cametome,sitdownwithmeandaskpolitely

"Siyawhywereyouaprostitute?"Insteadof

pointingfingersliketheygotnoflawsandI'm

prettysurethey'vegotmorethanwhatI'm

caring.Peopleshouldstartpointingfingersto

themselvesandstopjudgingotherswithout

knowingthereasons.Monicawillknowthatmy

lossisworthmorethanherwins.I'mnotabad

personasy'allhavenoticedbutpeopleare

doingtheirbesttotryandchangeme.Istayed

strongtherestoftheschoolhoursand

toleratedallthisnonsense.Ihaven'tseen

SharonsinceMorning,Calvinwaswithme

duringthebreak.AfterschoolcameandSharon

wasnexttomyclasswaitingforme.She



lookedlikeamess***

Me:Andthen?

***Isaidlookingather***

Sharon:Ikilledabitch

Me:Whichbitchandpleasedon'ttellmeits

Monica,Istillneedtobreakherleg.

Sharon:Ialmostkilledherbutherancestors

werewithher.

Me:Monicadoesn'thaveancestors

Sharon:andshedoesn'thaveGod.Thatgirlis

possessedwithdevil.Devilhimself

Me:I'llburnher

Sharon:How?

Me:FIRE!

***Isaidwalkingwithherfollowingme***

Sharon:I'llhavetobaptizeher



Me:YeahandremovethatdevilinherwithFIRE!

Sharon:Whenthedevilisoutwithcanhavea

braai

Me:Yeahlet'sgo

Sharon:Hmmwhitekids

***Irolledmyeyesandtookacabhome.When

wegothomewechangedintoblack

sweatpants,whiteoversizedt-shirtsandblack

andwhitevans.Afterwemadenoodlesand

everyonewaslostinherownthoughts.After

eatingweputthedishesinsidethesinkandI

tookCalvinandChris'snumbersfromSharon's

phone.IinvitedthemonWhatsAppandbull

theywereoffline.Iloggedoffandwenttothe

garagetotakearopeandabigdish.Ireturned

inthehouseandokaySharonwasout.Iopened

thefridgeandlookedforsomethingthenIsaw

somerottentomatoes.Ipreparedamixtureof

rottentomatosoup..WhileIwasdoingthat



Sharoncameandtoldmetocometothe

garagewithallthesethings.ItookthemandLol

Sharonisasavage.Shecamewithsewage

wateranddeadratsintestineYuck!Wemixed

thatrottentomatosoupwithsewagewaterand

deadratsintestinethere.AfterthatSharontook

asledgehammer***

Me:What'sthatfor?

Sharon:I'llhitherlittletoesuntillittle

metatarsals,tarsalsandphalangesare

squashedintofineashes.

Me:What?

Sharon:You'reaslowlearnerwaitse(youknow)

***Irolledmyeyesandwetookourthingsand

wenttoMonica'shouse.Wellweknowher

parentsknockoffat8pmsomuchfunwillbe

goingon.Sheopenedandbeforeshecouldsay

anythingSharondraghertotheirgarageand

closeit.Luckilywefoundachair***



Sharon:Sit

Monica:Blackpeoplewithtwomuchdrama

Sharon:I'maskingyouforthelasttimeand

you'llpayformakingyousaythistwice.Sit

downMonica

***MonicarolledhereyesandSharonmadeher

sitthenwetiedtheropearoundher.Shewas

busyscreamingandcursing,that'swhen

Sharonputaclothonhermouth****

Sharon:Youbarklikeapitbull.NywereNywere

Nywere

***Ismiledandshewascrying***

Me:MonicayoustarteditandI'msurprised

you'retheonecrying

Sharon:Whatwasthat?Tryingtoembarrass

Siyalikethat.Manyoushouldbeashamedof

yourself

Me:Whydidyoudothat?



***Iremovedaclothinhermouthandwaited

forananswer***

Monica:Youwon'tgetawaywiththis

Me:Youstillgonnadrinkthosedeadrats

intestines.

Monica:WHAT?

***SharonandIlaughedourlungsoutandwe

putbackthecloth***

Me:LookNica,I'mnotabadpersonyouknow.

I'mnotamonsterbutheyyoupressedthe

wrongbutton.

Sharon:Youmadethisbedsoyou'lllieonit

***Shewascryingshakingherhead***

Me:Prostitutesareevilbytheway.

***Isaidwinking***

Sharon:Wedidn'tcomehereforsmallchitchats.

Siyagivemetheforkandfeedher



***Ilaughedgivingheradish***

Me:Thisneedsavideo

***Iputmyphonesomewheresowecanshoot

theperfectvideo.After,Sharonremovedthe

clothandMonicawasbusyscreaming***

Monica:I'msorry,please

Me:SayAhh

Monica:PleaseSiya

Me:Fromtodayyou'llhateeveryblackperson

yousee.You'llrememberthisandwhenyousee

ablackpersonyou'llfeeldisgusted.

Sharon:Let'snotwasteeachother'stime.Say

Ahh

Monica:Please

Sharon:Siyadosomething

***Itookasledgehammerandhithersmall

toesalittleandthat'swhenshemanagedto



sayAhhandSharonfedher.Iwasn'tgonnalook

atthis.Ifeltdisgustedrightthere***

Sharon:Swallow

***Sheshookherhead***

Sharon:Siyadosomething

***Ihithertoesagainandsheswallowed***

Sharon:Drink

Monica:What'sthat?

***Shesaidbetweenhertearsandcracking

voice***

Sharon:Tomatosoup

Me:Rottentomatosoup

Monica:Don'tdothis

Sharon:Letsnotwasteeachother'stimeMiss

WhatWhat.SayAhh

***Thistimesheopenedhermouthwithout

wastingtimeandIwaslaughingmylungs



out***

Sharon:Goodgirl.Anotherbite

Monica:I'mfull

Sharon:Siya

***Ihithertoesandsheopenedhermouth.I

waskindaenjoyingthisthoughIwas

disgusted.***

Monica:PleaseSharondon'tdothis

Sharon:Yeahenough.Atleastyouate

something.

***Shetooktherestofthewaterandpouritall

overher***

Sharon:Seeyoumessedwiththewrongperson

?

***Shenoddedwithtearsonherface***

Sharon:Beforeyoumesswithsomeoneagain,

thinkofthis.NexttimeI'llhungyouona



cabbagetree

***Ihystericallylaughedatthis.Cabbagetree?

Sharonisbewitchedhonestly***

Monica:Untieme

Sharon:Iwannasquashthoselittletoesinto

fineashes

Monica:Sharonplease

Me:NyenyonNyiz.Whydidyoudowhatyoudid

Monica:Ismekksoawful

Me:Answermedammit

Monica:IwasjealousofyouandCalvin

***Sharonclappedherhandslaughing.***

Sharon:You'reamouse.Nonotamousebuta

rattedwhore.Ifeellikehittingyourpussywith

thissledgehammer

Me:ShazNo

Sharon:IfyoueverlookatCalvinagain,you'll



spellGogoinGreekyourubberneck.

***Weuntiedherandshecriedallthewayto

herbedroom***

Sharon:InvolveyourparentsoranyoneI'llties

youwithaspiderwebyouruglyface

***Iwaslaughingallthewaytomyhouse.

Whenwegotthereweputthingsonitsplace

andwenttobath***

.

.

.

I'msupertiredguys
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★NARRATED★

***LikhonawaswatchingTV..Itwasherdayoff

sosheneededsometimetorelax.Shazand

Soyaweregonetoschoolandshewasdone

cleaningthehouse.***

"Likhona"

***ThatwasAviwe***

Likhona:Youlikebeingmyfriend,eventhough

you'rejust20years

***Aviwegiggledandtookaseatnextto

Likhona***

Aviwe:NolubabaloisdeadKhona

Likhona:Whyyou'reexcited?

Aviwe:Well,Siyawillbemoreatpeace.

Likhona:NotwhenthatbitchNonhleisalive

***Aviwestoodup***



Aviwe:Thisneedsacupofcoffee..

***Shemadetwocupsofcoffeethenreturnto

thelounge***

Aviwe:I'vegotnewswhichwilltoreSiyaapart

Likhona:Whatnews?

***Sheaskedtakingasipfromthecoffee***

Aviwe:WellI'vegotafriendwhoIaskedtofind

outaboutLeandraCampbell

Likhona:Yeah!

Aviwe:Wellheh

***Shesatcomfortably***

Aviwe:LeandraandNonhleareidenticaltwins

***Likhonalaughedandstoppedwhenshe

noticedthatAviwewasserious***

Likhona:You'renotjoking?

Aviwe:AfterLeandrawasdisownedbyher

fatherbecauseshechoseamanoverhisfamily



andlefttogethertoUK.

Likhona:But....buthow?

Aviwe:Shecamebackandfoundthathersister

diedyearsagoandshetookSiyaandliedtoher

thatshe'shermother,wellIwastherewhenshe

tookSiya.Shetreatedherwellbutsuddenly

thingschanged

Likhona:Witchcraft

Aviwe:WellIcansaythattooandlatershe

regrettedallwhatshedidtoSiyasanga

***Shegasp***

Aviwe:Shewenthomeafter

Likhona:Home?

Aviwe:EasternCapetoaskforherfather's

forgiveness

***Likhonaputhercuponthecoffeetable***

Aviwe:Heh,whenshecameback,shewanted



tohurtSiyasanga

Likhona:Why?

***Aviweshrugged***

Likhona:Whywouldshewannahurtan

innocentsoul?

Aviwe:NonhleandLeandraknowthetruth.

Likhona:Soherparentsarestillalive?

Aviwe:Onlyherfather

Likhona:SoSiya's"real"momdied?

***Aviwenodded***

Likhona:Wow.

Aviwe:Butthinkofit,doyouthinkherreal

motherwhocarriedherforfull9months,who

feltallsortsofpainsforherwoulddothat?

Likhona:WhatwillItellSiya?

Aviwe:Don't.



Likhona:Sheneedstoknow,Vee.Shehaveto

know.

Aviwe:Itwilltearherapart.Wedon'tneedthat.

SiyaisverysensitiveKhona.

***Likhonatookabigsigh***

Likhona:Whatdowedo?

Aviwe:Letherfindoutforherself

Likhona:She'llhatemeifsheeverfindoutand

knowthatI'vebeenkeepingthisfromher.

Aviwe:Thisistough

Likhona:See?

Aviwe:WeneedtofindEnhle

Likhona:Who'sthat?

***Sheaskedsarcastically***

Aviwe:Leandra

Likhona:Thismakesmepissed.Wehavetotell

Siyasangabeforeshefindsout.



***Aviwethrewherhandsontheair***

Aviwe:I'mgoing.

Likhona:Letmetakeyouout

.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***Afterschool,IwalkedwithCalvintothebus

stop.HeisreallyasweetheartandGodIlove

him.Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddoifheleaves

meforsomeoneelse.***

Calvin:You'renotcomingwithmetomyhouse?

Me:IwillbutonSaturday

Calvin:Butbabe

Me:Nobut.



***Hechuckledandkissedmycheek***

Calvin:Iloveyoubabe

***Ihidmyfaceonhischestandwhispered"I

loveyoutoo"***

Calvin:No,lookatmeandsayit.

***Ishookmyheadandheremovedmefrom

hischestandmademelookathim***

Me:Iloveyou

***Heperkedmylips***

Calvin:DamnIlovethatXhosagirl,Isaydamn.

***Igiggled***

Me:DamnIlovethisZuluboy,Isaydamn

***Hesmiled***

Calvin:Iloveyou

Me:Howmuch?

Calvin:UhmFromthemoonandback...Uhm



withalluniversescombined.

***Ismiled***

"Heeeeey"

Me:Chris!!

***Ihuggedhim***

Me:Dude,what'sup?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Chris:Cametomeetthepersonwhomakesmy

sisterglow

***HesaidlookingatCalvin***

Chris:I'mChris,Siya'sbigbrother

Calvin:I'mCalvin,Siya'ssoulmate

***Theyshakehands,okay***

Chris:Areyougoingtoyourstepmom's

momerialservice?

"Iwouldn'tmissiffortheworld,Iwannahearall

thesocalledgoodthings"



***Sharongiggled***

Sharon:Siyayou'rehotman...Surroundedby

hotguys,givemeone.

***Wealllaughed***

Me:Shazthat'sChris

Sharon:You'rehotterthanyourprofilpicture.

Jerrrrrr

***Igiggled.She'sadramaqueen***

Sharon:I'mSharon,Siya'ssister

Chris:I'mherbrother

Sharon:Isherbrothersingleandreadyto

mingle?

Chris:Ahh....

Me:Let'sgotoNolubabalo'smemorialservice

hle.

Sharon:Confessallthebadthingsshedid

Me:Godgothermydear



Calvin:Babe,I'llhavetoleaveyounowtakecare

***Wekissedandbrokeit***

Sharon:Getaroom

Me:KissChris

***WealllaughedandCalvinleft.Wetookacab

toMidrandatCarlswaldHall.Itwasfullyoh.We

tookoursitonthemiddle.Yohheheitwas

openedwithaprayer.Thenitstarted.Shewas

praisedandonlythegoodthingswhichIdonot

knowofweresaid.Iwantedtolaughheybut

situationwasn'tallowingme.Afteralong

memorialservicewewentoutandIspotted

Asebytheentrancedoor.Iwenttoherandshe

lookedatmewithbloodshoteyes***

Me:Hey

Ase:Whatareyoudoinghere?

***Hereyeswerebitswollenandredfrom

crying***



Me:I'mheretosendmycondolences.

Ase:Screwyourcondolences.Itsyourdamn

faultthatI'manorphantoday.

Me:Siyafana

Ase:Atleastyouhaveafamily,Siya.Doyou

knowhowhardthisis?Ihadtolistentoallthe

liestheyweresayingaboutmymother.Mom

wasneveragoodpersonSiya,maybeifone

stoodupandsaidnothingbutthetruth

would'vemadememoreatpeace.

***Shecried***

Me:I'msorry

Ase:Sorry?Yoursorrywon'tbringbackmy

mother.

Me:Yourangerwon'tbringwhatyourmother

tookfromme.

Ase:Wow,justwow.Youkilledmymother.

Me:Yeywena,haveyouseenmedrivingthecar



before?

Ase:JustgoSiya.Iknowyou'rehappyand

probablygoingtocelebrateaboutthis.Lookat

me,I'mamessallbecauseofYOU!

***ShescreamedtheYoupart***

Ase:IHATEYOUSOMUCHSIYA

Me:VOETSEKASEMAHLE.

Ase:JUSTGO.

Me:Keepyourvoicedownmaan

Ase:Don'ttellmewhattodo,go.

***ShesaidpushingmeandIfell***

"What'sgoingon?"

Ase:Idon'twannaseehereveragain

***Shesaidrunningtothecarcrying***

Chris:Comelet'sgoSiya

Tshidiso:Goodidea.Ithinkyoushouldleave.



Me:Dog

***Isaidgettingupandleaving***

Sharon:Isshelikethatorshe'sactingbecause

sheseepeople?

Me:She'sjusthurt

Sharon:What'sgoingonwithherhair?

***Iholdmyselffromlaughing***

Me:NotnowSharon.

Chris:I'mhungry,let'sgotoRoccoMama's.

Sharon:Goodidea
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★SIYASANGA★

***ItwasaFridaymorningandyessssthank

Godtheschoolknocksoutat12:00everyFriday.

Afterdoingourmorningroutines,Wewentto

haveabreakfast.IwasgoingtoFourwaysafter

schoolwithChris.SoIcouldn'twait.Iwas

hummingPerfectbyEdShereen.Iwaseven

glowingwithsmileonmyface***

Likhona:What'sallthehappinessfor?

Me:Let'ssayIwokeupinagoodmood.

***IwinkedandtookmycerealfromAunt

Likhona***

Sharon:IwonderwhatCalvinpromisedyou.

Me:Idon'tneedtobepromisedanythingtobe

happysweetheart.

***Ismiledandtookafullspoonofcerealtomy

mouth***

Likhona:You'reinagoodmoodhun?



Me:Iwokeuponcloudnine.

Likhona:Oh,okay.

***Ilookedatherandshelookedlikeshewant

tosaysomething***

Me:You'reokay?

Likhona:Me?I'mfineNana

***Shefakedasmileandlookedtheother

way***

Me:Youwannatellmesomething?

***ShecoughedandSharongaveherwater***

Me:You'reokay?

***Shenodded***

Me:Hmm

***Somethingwasupwithher***

Me:Ifyousayso.

Likhona:Finishup,you'llbelatefromschool



Sharon:It'sstgate06:50aunt

***Ilookedatauntthenchuckled***

Me:Iwonderutyiwayintoni(what'seatingyou)

Likhona:Ihaveameeting,you'llcatchataxi.I

loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo

***Shegaveusataxifaremoneyandpocket

moneythenleft.SharonandIlookedateach

other***

Sharon:What'sgoingonwithyou?

Me:I'mhappy,shouldn'tIbe?

Sharon:Whatwasthosequestionsyouwere

askingauntwerefor?

***Ilookedather***

Me:Haibo,she'sactingweirdlikeshe'shiding

somethingmoss

Sharon:Finishuptu



Me:Naweyouact....strange.Areyouhidingme

something?

Sharon:WhatwillIhidefromyou?

Me:Whoknows?WhenI'mhappyyouactweird,

whenI'msady'allhappy.Yazniyaxaka

***Shestoodupandtookherbag***

Sharon:You'llgetmeoutside.

***Eh.Okay,werewasI?OhEdShereen,Perfect.

Letmenotletpeoplespoilmymood.I'mtoo

beautifultobestressed.Iputthedishinthe

sinkandleft.Outsidetherewasnosignof

SharonsoIwalkedtothebusstopalone

puttingonmyearphones.Thetaxiarrived

shortlyandwenttoschool,itdroppedmenext

totheschoolgate.Igotoffandwalkedin.Okay,

Calvinwasn'twaitingformeonourusualspot

soIwalkedtoclass.WhenIgotthere,I

switchedoffmyphoneandputitinsidemy

blazerpocketthentookoutmyMathsbooks



andstartedworking***

"CanIjoinin?"

***IlookedupanditwasSomila"Soso"***

Me:Hey

Soso:You'regood?

Me:I'mgood.

Soso:Sowhatyou'redoing?

Me:Uh,I'mdoingtheorems

Soso:Greatthen.Let'swork

***Ismiledandmadeaspaceforher.Wellwe

endedupnotstudyingbutchatting***

Soso:YaziSiyasangaufananomntuendimaziyo

(YouknowSiyasangayoulooklikesomeoneI

know)

Me:Who?

Soso:What'shernamekonjehmm......



***Shestartedlookingupwithherfingeronher

head***

Soso:IforgotbutonceIrememberI'lltellyou.

***Igiggled***

Me:Sowhereyoufrom?

Soso:I'mfromDurban

***Inodded***

Soso:SoyouloveMaths?

Me:Yesss

Soso:Metoo.Iguesswe'lltalkmoresometime,

theclassisabouttostart.Bye

Me:Cool

***SchoolwasschoolandCalvinwasn'tat

schooltoday,mxmI'mangryathimfornot

tellingme.Sharondidn'tfetchmeandIbrushed

itoffandwentout.Iheardsomeonecallingmy

nameanditwasChriiis.Ismiledapproaching



him***

Chris:Babe!

Me:Hun

Chris:Let'sgo.

Me:Haa,Ineedtochangefirst.

Chris:Okaylet'sgo.

***WewenttohiscarandhedrovetoPretoria.

Whenwegotthere,Ichangedintoawhiteone

buttonjean,blacklongsleevecroptopandand

adenimjacketwithblackairmax.Sharonwasn't

home,okay.Thenwelefttofourwayswherehe

lives.Heheldmyhandandwalkedinside,we

weremetbyaloudlaughterandIgotnervous.

WhooooodearGod***

Me:Youdidn'ttellmeyourparentswerehome

***Isaidwhispering***

Chris:Iknewyouwouldn'tagreecomingifItold

you.



***Igavehimadeathstareandwalkedtthe

sittingroom.Okaysomanypeopleyuh***

Chris:Mypeople

***Theyalllookedourdirectionandmyeyes

metJade's.Mxmthiswillbealong

afternoon***

Chris:MeetmybestfriendSiyasanga

Lady:Siya?

***Ilookedatherandshelookedfamiliar***

Chris:Sanga,meetMikemydad

***Istretchedmyhandforandhandshakeand

hedidto***

Me:Nicetomeetyou

Chris:Trisha,mymother

***Ismiledandstretchedmyhandbutshejust

lookedatmeandkeptastraightface.Oho,

muchpride,Ihaveittoolady***



Chris:Palesa,Jade'swife

Me:Ohyeah.Howareyou?

***Ismiledandshefakedasmile..Hehthiswill

bealongafternoonIswear***

Palesa:I'mgood

Chris:AndyessssmysoulmateCandice

***Shesmiled,stoodupandhuggedme***

Candice:Christoldmealotaboutyou.You're

beautiful.

Me:You'rehotyourselfbabe.Pleasuretomeet

you.

Chris:Sit

***ItookmysitnexttoCandice***

Trisha:HowoldareyouSiyanda?

Me:I'mSiyasangama.WellI'm17yearsold

Trisha:Grade12?



Me:11

Mike:Whereyoufrom?

Me:IliveinPretoria

Jade:With?

Me:Myaunt.

Jade:Lastyearyouranawayfromthehoteland

welookedforyoueverywhere.

***Runawayyourflatass,youleftmewith

nothingyourhandsomeface..Isaidto

myself***

Me:Yeah

Mike:Whereareyourparents?

Me:Died

Trisha:Bothofthem?

Me:DadpassedawayandMomisaroundifshe

hasn'tleftthecountry.

Trisha:Whyyou'renotlivingwithher?



***Cutmesomeslack,woman.***

Me:It'salongstory

***Sherolledhereyes***

Chris:CanIgetyousomethingtodrink?

Me:Nothankyou.

Mike:Ihavetorushsomewhere.Nicemeeting

youSanga

Trisha:Siyasanga

Mike:YeahSiyasanga

***What'swrongwiththiswoman?***

Jade:Iheardyourstepmompassedaway

Me:True

Jade:Whathappened?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Palesa:UhmSiya,doyouhaveaboyfriend

Chris:Noshe'ssingle



***Ilookedathimbuthedidn'tlookatme***

Palesa:Oh

Trisha:Chris,whyyou'refriendwithaprostitute?

***DzingDzing.Ilookedatherwithmy

eyebrowsraised.Prostitute?***

Chris:Whatthe......momplease.

Palesa:Howdidyouknowthatmom?

Trisha:NewstravelPalesa.

Me:Okay

Trisha:Yourparentsfailedtoraiseyou,lookat

you..yourbodyisdisgusting

***Guyshaiiikhuzani,thiscoloredwomanis

losingit.Whatisshesaying?What'sdisgusting?

Mybody?Really?***

Palesa:Howmuchisaround?

Candice:Palesapleasemaan

Palesa:Iwasn'ttalkingtoyou.



Trisha:You'realoosecheapbitch

***Haibo..Listen***

Chris:Damnmomwhat'swrongwithyou.

Trisha:Bringingaslutinmyhouseismy

problem.

***Iwasquietlisteningtothem***

Palesa:Idon'twishtobeyou.You'resoyoung

andbeautiful,butsellingyourselftomenfor

moneyjeez,youshouldbeashamedofyourself.

Me:Hmm

Trisha:Christopheryou'lltakethisgirloutofmy

house.Ican'tsitwithherhere

Chris:I'mdisappointedinyoumama.Younever

ceasetoamazeme.Let'sgoSiya.

Candice:I'llgowithyou.

***IstoodupandlookedatJadewhowas

silentlycrying.Iwasreallyhurthonestly.People



judgemeliketheyareperfect,liketheydon't

haveflaws.***

Me:Itwasapleasuremeetingyou.

***IlookedatthemandleftwithCandiceand

Chris***

Chris:I'msorrySiya,pl.....

Me:Itsokay,theywereright.Everythingthey

saidwastrue.Canwego

***Igotatthebackandtheygotinandtookme

home.Mymoodwasin0.02%.WhenIgothome

IfoundAviweandLikhonasittingonthecouch

liketheywerewaitingforsomeone.***

Me:Hi

Likhona:Wherewereyou?

Me:Goneoutwithfriends.Where'sSharon?

Likhona:Sleeping

***Sharonsleeping?That'sfirst***



Me:I'llbeinmyroom.

Aviwe:Weneedtotalk

Me:withme?

°

°

***Theynoddedanditsoundedserious***

°

°

Me:okay

***IsatnexttoLikhona***

Aviwe:Babethere'ssomethingyouneedto

know

***Ilookedatthem***

Aviwe:Yourmotherhadatwin

***Irolledmyeyeswithannoyance.MxmI'mso



notinterested***

Aviwe:It'strue

Me:Bye

***Istoodupandleftthem.Iwasn'tinthe

moodtohearwhatevertheygonnasayabout

Nonhle***
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★SIYASANGA★

***IfoundSharonlayingonbedcrying.Iputmy

phoneonmybedandwenttositnexttoher

bed.***

Me:Sharon



***Shewassniffinglookingtheotherway.I

shookhergently***

Me:Sharon,lookatme.What'sthematter?

Sharon:Goaway

***Hervoicewasshaking.***

Me:YouknowIwon'tleaveyoulikethis,we

needtotalk.Tellmewhat'swrong.

***Shesatupproperlyandwipedhertears***

Sharon:I'msuchadisappointmentSiya.

Me:What'sup?

Sharon:EverythingSiya,everything.

***Shestartedweresheleftofandbreakin

tears***

Me:It'sOkay.I'mhere

***Itookhertomyarmsandbrushedherback.

Aftershewascalmandleftwithhiccupsshelet

goofme***



Sharon:Imetmymothertheeotherday

Me:Whatdoesshewant?

Sharon:She'snotinagoodstateSanga.

Me:Meaning?

Sharon:Mydadisabusingher,physically,

emotionally.

Me:Whycan'tshelivehim

Sharon:Shewantedtobutthatdogismaking

herapunchingbag.MomissickSiya,she's

dyingwithAIDS..Thatdayshewaswalking

usingastick.Myheartached.Seeingherlike

thatmademecry.

***Ikeptquiettryingtobestrongforher***

Sharon:She'sgonnadieSiyaandthat'sthelast

thingIneed.She'sstillmymother.

Me:It'sOkayNana.Allwillbegreat.Yousaid

weshouldn'tdoubtGod.



Sharon:ScrewyourGod,thisisallhissickplans

Me:Sowhat'syourplan?

Sharon:IneedtoprotectherSiya

Me:How

Sharon:I'mgoingtolivewithher

Me:You'regoingbackthere?

***Shenodded.Ehh***

Me:Areyoucrazy

Sharon:Crazy,youcallinghelpingmymom

crazy.Becauseyourmotherdiddirttoyounow

t........

Me:Howcouldyousaythat?

Sharon:It'sthetruth.

***Shestoodup,tookabagandstarted

packingherstuff***

Me:You'rereallygoing?



Sharon:Mymomstillneedsme.

Me:YoucannotgobacktothathouseSharon,

youforgotwhatyourfatherdidtoyou?

***Shelookedatme***

Sharon:She'smymotherandprotectingheris

whatI'lldo.

Me:No

***Istartedgrabbingthebagfromher***

Me:Thatwomandidnothingafteryourfather

rapedyou.

Sharon:Youwantedhertodosomething?Like

what?Gotothepolice?

Me:Yes

Sharon:Youshould'vestartedwithyour

stepmotherbeforeshedied

Me:Whydoyoumakethisaboutme?

Sharon:YouwereaprostituteSiyasanga



****Mydayisgettingworse***

Me:WowSharon

Sharon:Youthinkyou'reperfect

Me:Whatdoesthathavetodowithyougoing

tostaywithyourmother?

Sharon:Justleavemealone.

Me:AreyougonnatellAuntLikhona

***Shelookedatmeandcontinuedwithwhat

shewasdoing***

Sharon:Ihaveafamilytogoto.

Me:Sharonplease

Sharon:Ihavetogo.Seeyouatschool

***Shetookherstuffandleft.IyohIwonder.I

gotoutoftheroomandlookedatherleaving

thehouse.AuntshouldbeoutIguess.After

thatItookmyphoneandcalledCalvin,he

answeredonthethirdring***



Calvin:Babe

Me:Ihateyoufornottellingmeyou'renot

comingtoschool

Calvin:I'msorrybabe,Iwasgoingto.

Me:Imissyou.

Calvin:Imissyoutoo,you'restillcoming

tomorrow?

Me:Yeahyou'llfetchme

Calvin:Okay,Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

***WecutthecallandItookanap***

.

.

.

.

★NARRATED★



***SharonarrivedinMarabastaadwhereshe

usedtoliveandfoundhermotherlayingonbed

coughing.Sheputherbagsonthefloorandran

toher.Theywerelivinginaoneroomoldshack

withnoelectricity,justoneoldsofa,smallpiece

ofacupboard,astoolandanoldbrokentv,on

topofthethetablewasaglasslampand

paraffinstoveandadirtypotwithaenamel

mug.Atthecorneritwasasinglebed.Sharon

tookasitnexttothebedandheldhermom's

handsastearswererollingdownhercheeks.

Hermomlookedlikeshewasinpain***

Dora(hermom):Ngwanawaka(Mychild)

Sharon:Gotlalokamme(Itwillbefinemom)

restnow,I'llmakesomethingforyoutoeat.

Dora:Kethabetsegoobona(I'mjusthappyto

seeyou)

***Shesaidtryingtocatchbreath***

Sharon:Youneedtotakeyourtabletsmama



Dora:They...

***Shecoughed***

Dora:They'renothelping.

Sharon:Okaepapa?(Where'sdad?)

Dora:Yourfatherkesebotho(isanalcoholic)

***Sharonwipedtearsoffherface***

Sharon:Whatchangeddad?

Dora:idon'tknowbaby.

***Sharonstoodupandstartedcleaningand

cookedforhermother.Aftercookingshe

dishedupandfedherthenhelpedhertakeher

tablets***

Me:I'llsleeponthefloormama

Dora:Itsokay.

***Sharontookthemattressunderthebedand

sleptonitwithoneblanket***

Sharon:FatherGodpleasehearmycries,my



fatherisamonster.Hebeganstayingoutlate

atnight,andwhenhereturnsI'dbeawakenby

hisangryshouting.Ithoughthewasgonna

change.Atfirstithappenedoccasionally,butit

becameonceaweekthentwice,andfinally

almosteverynight.InthebeginningIwas

confusedandwonderedwhywouldhewanna

hurtmeandmymother.Momwouldstart

nagginghimonSundaymorningsbecausethat

wastheonlytimehewasactuallysober

***Shecriedherselftosleep.Thefollowingday

shewokeupandhisfatherwassittingonthe

stooldrinkingacoffee.Shedidn'thearhim

cominghomelastnight***

Sharon:Dumelapapa(Goodmorningfather)

John(dad):Sharon.Whendidyougethere?

Sharona:Yesterdayafternoon.Wherewereyou?

John:It'snoneofyourbusiness.Gobackwhere

youcomingfrom.



Dora:Youcan'tsaythattoyourchildJohnny.

John:DoIhavecleanpantsandshirts.Ineedto

besomewhere

Dora:Idon'tknow.Whywenaosashebe(Why

don'tyoulookforyourself)

John:Howdareyoutalktomelikethat?Iam

themaninthishouseshowsomerespect

towardsme.

Dora:Respect?

***Shetriedwakingupandsitproperly***

Dora:Whatdoyouknowaboutrespect?A

drunk,rapistmanlikeyouobolellannaka

respect?(you'retellingmeaboutrespect?).

Justtakeagoodlookatyourself,Johnny,o

setseofetohilesebotho(You'vechangedtobe

analcoholic).Youcomehomeatmidnight,

drunkandthrowingtantrums,isthatkindof

yourrespect?I'veturnedintoyourpunching

bag.



***Shekeptquiettryingtocatchherbreath***

Dora:Lookatme.Arealmanisresponsible,a

realmanprovides,protectsandsupporthis

family.Arealmanspendshistimewithhis

familynotabusingthemnotatsomedingy

shebeenwithsluts.NowthatiskindofmanI'll

respect.Notyou,sorry.

***ShelaydownwithSharoncryingsilently.***

.

.
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★SHARON★

***Ifeltsorryformyfather,butitbecamequiet

clear.Myfatherisaneighborhooddrunk.He

cannotevenhandleajobandhe'sviolentin

anyway,hebeatmymothertoapulp,he

touchedmeinmanywaysandthreatenedmein

anyway,Iamsoashamedofhim.Forthenext



severalyearsMyfeelingsaboutmyfatherwere

veryconfused.HonestlyIlovedhim,Isuffered

forhim.Iwasnotabletounderstandhowhe

couldbesowonderfulonemomentandso

terriblethenext.Myconfusedfeelingstowards

myfatherhasturnedintohatred,repulsedby

hisbehaviour,Ihatehimintensely.AllIwantis

todisidentifyhimcompletely.Iwipedmytears

asItakeanotebookandapeninmyschool

bagandstartedwritingallmyfeelingsthere***

Me:"Myfatherwasnotinatelephonebookin

mycity.Myfatherwasnotsleepingwithmy

motherathome.Myfatherdidnotcarewhether

Istudiedornot,myfatherdidnotcareanymore.

IthoughthewashandsomeandIlovedhim.

He'sherebutIfeelsolonely,forsomanymany

years.InfactmyfathermademewhoIam

today,hemademealonelyyoungwoman

withoutapurpose."

***Iwasbusywipingtearsthatdidn'twantto



stop***

Me:"Iwalkwithwordsandwordsandwords

butmyfatherisnotoneofthem,Iwalkwith

withnamesandnamesandnamesbutmy

fatherisnotoneofmynamesbecauseinside

ofme,deepinsideofmeheplantedaseedof

hatredthathasblindedmyloveforhim."

***AfterwritingIclosedthebook,washesmy

face,brushedmyteethandcookeda

porridge***

.

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***ItwasaSaturdaymorningandalso

Nolubabalo'sfuneral.Iwasn'tgonnaattend

becauseIpromisedCalvinthatI'mcomingover

tohishouse.Sharonwasn'ttakingmycalls

since,worsepartisthatauntdoesn'tknowthat

sheleft.Iwokeup,mademybed,wenttothe

bathroomtowashmyfaceandbrushmyteeth.

AfterIreturnedtotheroomandlotionmyface,

changedtoasummerfloraldressandflip-

flops.***

"Siya"

***Thatwasmyauntshoutingfromthe

kitchen***



Me:I'mcoming

***Ilefttheroomandwenttothekitchenwhere

shewas***

Likhona:Yougood?

***Inodded***

Likhona:There'sstillalottotalkaboutandyou

needtoknow.

Me:Isthisaboutwhatyoutoldmeearlier?

Likhona:Yes,IknowitshardtobelieveandI

findithardtobelievetoobabebutLeandrais

notyourmother.Yourmotherdied.Leandrais

notNonhle

***Ilaughedshakingmyhead***

Me:Whendidyouknowaboutthat?

Likhona:OnWednesday

Me:Buthow?IsAndilenotyourbrother?

Likhona:Heis?



Me:Howcomeyoudidn'tknowaboutitke?

Likhona:Nobodyknewexceptyourfatherand

Nonhle.

Me:Howsureareyouthatmyfatherknew?

***Shekeptquiet***

Me:WhywouldshelieandclaimthatI'mher

daughter?

Likhona:Maybeitsbecauseshewantedtobea

mothertoyou,dosomethinggoodforhersister,

maybeitsbecausethatshedidn'tgetachance

tospendmoretimeswithhersisterand

thoughtbygettingclosetoyouwillmakethings

better.

Me:Better?Forwho?Me?Huh?Thisisbull.

Rubbish.Howcomemyfatherdidn'tmentionit

beforehedied?Nolubabalodoesn'tkeep

secrets,shewould'vetoldmeagesago.You

seethisdoesn'tmakeanysense?



Likhona:Shedidn'tknowtoo

Me:Webothknowthey'vebeenenemies.Mom

andNolubabalowereenemiesbecauseofwhat?

Aman.Youknowthat.

Likhona:But.....

Me:Butnothing.IfreallyLeandraisn'tmymom,

daddidn'ttellmeanythingaboutitthenmylife

hasbeennothingbutalie.Myownfatherlied.

Everyonelied.

***Iwasgettingangryatthispoint.***

Likhona:CalmdownSiya.

Me:Idon'twannahearanythingaboutthis

anymore.You'llbelateforfuneral.

***Iturnedandleftherthere.WhenIgotintomy

room,Iopenedthewindows,tidiedontopof

thedesk,putthingsonitsplacesandstarted

cleaning.After,Ichargedmyphoneandwentto

thekitchen,auntwasgone.Imadecocopops



withcoldmilkthenwenttothelounge.Ilooked

forsomethingtowatchandeverythingwas

boringsoIwentforcartoons.Aftereating,I

washedmydishandstartedcleaningthewhole

house.Ineededsomeair,Iwentouttothepool

area.Isatonthebenchnexttothepool***

"CanIjoin?"

***IturnedandmxmitwasMonica***

Me:Iwanttobealone

Monica:Please

***Ilookedatherandmadeaspaceforher***

Monica:Thanks.Where'sSharon?

Me:I'mnotherPA.

Monica:Ouch!

***Irolledmyeyes***

Monica:I'msorrySiyaforwhatI'vedone.Iwas

stupidand.....



Me:Was?

Monica:OkayI'mstupidandwhatIdidwas

reallybad.IfIcouldturnbacktheclockandfix

everything,Iwould've.

Me:Toobadyoucan't.

Monica:Iknow.

Me:It'swaterunderthebridgeNica.

Monica:Truce

***Ilookedatherandmadeatrucefinger***

Me:Truce.

Monica:Sowhyyouheresittingalone?

Me:Ineedtoclearmymind

Monica:Plansfortheday?

Me:GoingtoCalvin'shouse

Monica:Oh

***Thatwasoff***



Me:Ihavetogo

Monica:Sure

***Istoodupandleft.WhenIgothome,Iwent

tolookforsomethingtowearandIwentfora

rippedboyfriendjean,oversizedblackT-shirt

andblackandwhiteJordan.Isatonmybed,

tookmyphoneandloggedonWhatsApp.5

messagesfromJadewantingustomeet,pshh.

AmessagefromMrMesayinghe'llbeherein

anhour.Iloggedoffandputmyphonebackto

thecharger.Iwenttothebathroomdidmy

hygieneprocess,lotionandworemyclothes.I

needtodomyhairyoh.Icombthemandtied

intoaneatbun.AfterIappliedanude

lipstick.***

Me:Okay

***Isaidtakingmyphonefromthecharger

leavingtothelounge.Calvincalledtellingme

he'soutside.Itookmybag,lockedthedoor,put



thekeyinmybagthenjoggedtohim.Hewas

leaningonhiscarlookinglikeallsortsof

yummythingslols.Ismiledandhuggedhim,I

missedthissoul.***

Calvin:Someonemissedme.

Me:Don'tactlikeyoudidn't.

Calvin:Youlookbeautifulbabe.

Me:You'retrying

***Hechuckledkissingmyforehead***

Calvin:Let'sgo

***Heopenedthedoorforme,sucha

gentleman.Thenhegotonhisside.Ontheway

wewerelisteningtoEdSheeranmyfavourite

songPerfect.Ismiledlookingathim***

Calvin:Iknowwhyyoulovethissong!

Me:Really?Why?

Calvin:Itmakesyoumoreinlovewithme



***Igiggled***

Me:Wrong

Calvin:Vele.

Me:Okay

Calvin:Ialwayswinyousee.

Me:Wininwhat?

Calvin:Inargument

***Ilookedathim***

Me:You'reanidiotyouknowthat.

Calvin:Youridiot.YeahIknow

***Ichuckledandwefinallyarrived.Iwas

gettingmorenervousnow***

Me:Aretheyaround?

Calvin:Yep

***Iswallowedhardandhelaughed.Arg

nothing'sfunnyhere***



Calvin:Babyrelax,Igotyou.

Me:Mxm

Calvin:You'reready?

Me:Nogirlisreadytomeetherboyfriend's

parentsforthefirsttime.

Calvin:Itwillbefinebabe.Shallwe?

***Iignoredhim,hewentoutandopenedmy

side***

Calvin:BabeI'llbetherewithyou.

Me:Won'tyougonnasaythey'regoodpeople?

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Theyare

Me:Whatiftheydon'tlikeme.

Calvin:Theywill

Me:Whyyousosure?

Calvin:Trustme.



***Itookadeepbreathinandoutthenhe

helpedmeout.Heheldmyhandsallthewayto

thehouse.HeopenedthedoorandIwasthe

firsttocomein,hefollowedafter.Wewentto

thesittingroomwhereeveryonewas.My

heartbeatwasincreasing***

Calvin:Sanibonani(Hello)

Lady:You'rehere

***Theystoodup***

Calvin:MomthisisthegirlIwastellingyou

about.HernameisSiyasanga.

Lady:You'rebeautifulNana.

***Shesmiledhuggingme.HowshouldIreact.

OhmyGucci***

Lady:I'mPhiwe,Calvin'smom

***Ismiled.Shewasreallybeautiful.***

Calvin:Thisismyknight,myfather.



Me:Nicemeetingyou,Sir.

***Isaidshakinghishand***

C'sdad:Nicemeetingyoudear.You'rereally

beautiful.

Me:Thankyou.

Phiwe:Shallwegoandeat?

Calvin:Let'sgo.

***Wewenttothediningroomandeverything

wasset.CalvinopenedachairformeandIsat

down..Hedishedupformeandhim,afterwe

saidagrace***

C'sdad:SoSiyayou'relivingwithyouraunt?

Me:Yesfather

Phiwe:Yourmanovertherewasn'tgivingus

anypeacewhenyouweremissing.

***Ichuckled***

Calvin:Mom.



Phiwe:Don'tmomme.Youwerecryingallday.

Me:Ncooo

***Welaughed***

C'sdad:Whatreallyhappened?

Me:Iwasouttobuyairtime,whenIgotthere,

theblackcarpullednexttome.BeforeIcould

sayanythingIwasdraggedinsideandinjected.

Phiwe:Ohpoorchild.Whatacruelworld.

Me:Yeah.

C'sdad:Howdidtheyfindyou?

Me:Oneoftheguyswhoworkedforthe

kidnappershelpedmeescape.Iwasgonnabe

burnttodeath.

***Phiweputtheforkandknifedownand

closedhereyes.Shewasreallypretty.NowI

understandwhereCalvingothishandsomeness

from***



Phiwe:Forgivethembabe

Me:Idid.

***Ismiledandwecontinuedtalking.Afterthe

dessertwewentbacktothelounge***

C'sdad:Whatdoyouwanttobe?

Me:ChartedAccounted.

Calvin:Wow,goodchoice.Yougonnabemy

partneronmymatricdance?

Me:Me?

Calvin:Yesyou.

***Ithoughthewasnevergonnaask***

Me:I'dbehonoured

***Hesmiledandkissedmyhand***

Phiwe:What'syourcolour

Calvin:Babyblue

Me:Yeah,that'sanicecolour



Phiwe:Wellmyfriendwilldesignsome

beautifulattireforbothofyou.

***Ismiledandtooksomemeasurements.

AfterthatCalvintookmehome.WhenIgot

homeIfoundauntLikhonawithAsemahle***

Me:Hey

Likhona:Hi

Me:Andthen?

Likhona:OhAsewillbestayinghereforfew

days

***Mhlolo***

Me:Why?

Likhona:Shehasnoonetostaywith.Youknow

howunsafeitisoutchea.HerauntfromEastern

Capewillcomeandstaywithher.

Me:Whereareherotherrelatives?

Likhona:Theydon'twannastaywithher



Me:Soyouinsisted?Howgenerousyouare.

Likhona:Okay.Sowon'tyoutellmethatSharon

leftthishome?

Me:Iwasbutyouweren'thomeyesterday.

Likhona:Aiii

Me:Didshetellyou?

Likhona:Shecalledandtoldme.

Me:I'llbeinmyroom.

***Ileftthemthereandwenttomyroom.I

decidedtotakeawalkbecauseIwasbored***

Me:Itakingawalk

Likhona:Don'tbelong.

Ase:CanIjoinyou

Likhona:Yeahyoucan

Me:Noyoucan't

***Isaidrunningtothedoor***



"Siya"

Me:Monica

Monica:You'regoingsomewhere?

Me:Takingawalk

Monica:Okay.Whichwayyougonnause?

Me:Crestastreet

***Shenodded***

Me:Why?

Monica:Ihavetogethome,Ileftthebathtub

tapopened

***Withthatsheraninsideherhouseandthe

securityopenedforme.Iputonmyearphones

andwalked.Ireceivedamessagefroman

anonymousnumbertellingmetolookonmy

left.Ilookedandcouldn'tseeanyone.Iwas

gettingscaredsoIdecidedtorunbackhome.

BeforeIcouldcrosstheroadsomeoneheldmy

armsotight.Ilookedatthatpersonbutthe



facewashidden.Iyankeditbutheheldme

tight***

Me:Letgoofme

***Hesaidnothingandshowedmethegun.***

Me:Pleasedon'tkillme.Please,I'lldoanything

yousay

***Iwasnowshakingandtearswere

threatening***

Me:Don'thurtmeplease.

Man:Move

***Hesaidpullingmetothesideoftheroad,in

somebushessortofthing***

Me:Please

***Iwascryingbegging***

Man:Liedown

Me:Please!

***HetrippedmeandIfellDown***



Me:Don'thurtme

***Iwasseriouslycryingnowmoving

backwards.Hepulledmewithmylegs.Iwas

kickingandcrying.HepulledmyJeandown

withmyunderwear.Iwasfightingbuthehad

morepoweroverme***

Me:Stop

***HepulledhisJeanandundies***

Me:Don'tdothisplease

***Ifelthimentering,Iscreamedmylungsout

begginghimtostop.Afterrapingmehe,Ispit

onmeandran.Thatwasme,layingtherenaked,

bleeding,numb.Iwasverynumbtoapointthat

Icannotevenstandup.Ihadfledintoadeep

darkspacewherenohumanbeingcouldever

reachme***

INSERT48
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★SIYASANGA★

***Whyme?Whyeveryonedoessamethingto

meoverandoverandoveragain.Don'tI

deservebetterlikeanyotherkids.Don'tI

deservepeacelikeeveryoneelse?Don'tI

deservehappiness?Whyeverytimethings

starttoworkoutthishappens?Whyme?So

manypeopleintheworldwhyallthishappens

tome?Severaltimes,several.Istoodup,wore

myundiesandjean,dustmyself,wipedtears

offmyface.Grabmyphoneandranhome.

WhenIgotthere,IfoundAseandaunteating***

Likhona:Baby?



Me:I'llbeinmyroom.

Likhona:Iseverythingokay?

***Ijustlookedatherandleftwithoutsaying

anything.Asecameafterme***

Ase:Siya

Me:I'mfine

Ase:Iknowyou'renotfine.

Me:Mxm

Ase:Youcantalktome.

***Isatonmybed***

Me:LookatmeAse,whatdoyousee?

Ase:Puffyswolleneyesfromcrying.

Me:What'swrittenonmyforehead?

Ase:Nothing

Me:OK

Ase:Why?



***Ijusttookoffmyshoesandlayonbed***

Me:Idon'twanttotalk

***Ilayonbedandslept.Sundaypassedandit

wasMondaymorning.AuntwokeusupandI

toldherI'mnotgoingtoschool.Calvinwas

callingmenonestopandIdidn'twanttotalkto

anyone.DaysandweekspassesbyandIwas

alwayslockingmyselfinmyroom,noteatingor

talkingtoanyone.Aseandauntweresick

worriedaboutmebutIcouldn'tdoanything

aboutthepaininme.ItoldauntthatIdon't

wantanyonecomingtoseeme.Ifeltasifmy

worldwascrashing..***

.

.

.
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★NARRATED★



***EveryonewasworriedaboutSiya,especially

Calvin.Shewasn'tatschoolthewhole2weeks

andnotwillingtotalktoanyone.Calvinwas

withhisfriendwhenMonicaapproachedhim***

Monica:CaLV

Calvin:Hey

Monica:Where'sSiya?

Calvin:Idon'tknow,shehavebeenabsent

since.

Monica:Why?

***Calvinshrugged***

Monica:Haveyoutriedcallingher?

Calvin:I'llgotoherhousetoday

Monica:Okay,toodles

***Shewinkedandleft.MrsMokoens,Siya's

teachercalledCalvintoherofficeandthen

offeredheratsit***



MrsM:IunderstandthatyouandSIYASANGA

areveryclose

Calvin:Uh....yeah

MrsM:What'sreallyhappeningtoher?Whyis

shenotcomingtoschool?

Calvin:Idon'tknowma'am.Sheisnottakingmy

calls,heraunttoldmethatSiyaisshutting

everyoneout.

MrsM:Isee.Siyaisabrightlearner,shehasto

cometoschoolbeforeitstoolate.

Calvin:Ithinkyoushouldgoandtalktoher,Siya

hasbeenthroughsomuchma'am,maybeshe

needssomeonetotalkto.

***MrsMokoenaleanonherchairthentooka

deepbreath***

MrsM:Givemeheraddressplease.

Calvin:Sure

***Hegaveher,Siya'saddressthenwentback



toclass.Afterschoolcame,MrsMokoena

drovetoPretoriawhereSiyalives.Sheknocked

andLikhonaopened***

MrsM:I'mLindaMokoena,Siya'sAccounting

teacher

Likhona:Ohpleasecomein

MrsM;Thankyou

***Likhonaledawaytotheloungethenoffered

herajuice***

MrsM:WesoworriedaboutSiyasanga,itsbeen

twoweeksnowsinceshehasn'tbeentoschool

***Likhonasighed***

Likhona:Everyoneisworried.Siyahasbeen

throughalotandwetriedtalkingtoherbutshe

doesn'twanttotalktoanyone,wetrieda

therapistbutstill.Shedoesn'teat,nordo

anything.

***MrsMokoenashookherhead***



MrsM:CanIseeher

Likhona:Sure,comethisway.

***Whentheygottoherroom,Siyawaslaying

therepeacefullyonherbed***

MrsM:I'lltakeitfromhere,thanks

***LikhonaleftMrsMokoenawithSiya.She

wenttositnexttoherbedandbrushedher

back.Siyawokeupinfright***

MrsM:Itsfinebabe

Siya:MrsMokoena

***Shesatupstraightandhuggedherknees***

MrsM:Wesoworriedaboutyou,Siya.What's

wrongbabe?

***Siyajustbrokeintears***

MrsM:Itsokaytocry.

Siya:IthoughtI'veescapeditall.Ithoughtmy

lifeisgettingbacktonormalbutwhowasI



fooling.I'meveryone,everyone'ssexslave.Its

been10times,10bloodytimes.Everyoneman

wholooksatme,sheseessomeonewhocan

satisfyhimselfon.

***Shecried,MrsMheldherhands***

Siya:I'vebeenaprostitute,mystepmother

turnedmeintoaprostitute,Myownmother

boughtmentocomeandrapeme.Iwas

tortured.Nooneunderstandsmypain.

Everyonetellsmeitwillbeokaybuteverything

getsworse.

***Hereyeswerebloodshotandtearscouldn't

stopcoming,itwaslikesomeonewas

controllingthem***

Siya:WhatdidIdotoallthesepeople?Idon't

evenknowwhototrustanymore.Mybodyhas

lostitsvalue

MrsM:That'snottrue

Siya:Itstrue.I'mtiredofthisworldandits



people.Thisworldhasbeencrueltome.I'm

evenscaredtogooutsideforafreshair

becauseIdon'tknowwhatwillhappennext.

EverytimeI'mstartingtoforgetandbehappy,

someonepullsmeback.I'msickandtiredof

thisworldanditspeople.

***ShehystericallycriedandMrsMokoena

pulledhertoherarms***

MrsM:Timeheals

Siya:Nothinghealsexceptdeath

MrsM:Don'tthinkthat.Lookatme

***Siyamovedfromherarmsandlookedat

her***

MrsM:You'reworthmorethananythingelse,

you'reworthmorethanagold,you'reworth

morethanwhatpeopledotoyou,you'reworth

morethanthisworld'scruelty.Yourselfworth

morethananyone'sselfishdesire.Allthese

peoplewhohavecausedyoupainwillsweepon



yourfeetoneday.Godwilldealwiththem.Your

bodydidn'tloseitsvalue.You'reworthitbabe.

You'rebeautiful.Pickyourselfup,dustoff

yourselfandcontinuewithyourlife'sjourney.

You'regoingfar,don'tgiveupnowbecauseof

thesepeople'swickedness.Weloveyou.

Siya:Thanks

***Shewipedtearsonherface***

MrsM:Youknowwhoelselovesyou?

***MrsMokoenasmiledatherandSiyafaintly

smiledback***

Siya:Who?

MrsM:Calvin

***Siya'ssmilefaded***

MrsM:What'swrong?

Siya:I'm....I'mpregnant.He'llhateme.

MrsM:Hewon'thateyou.Explaintohim



everything

Siya:WherewillIstart?

MrsM:Atthebeginning

Siya:Idon'tknowwhere'sthebeginning.Idon't

knowhowtotellmyaunt.She'llbeso

disappointedinme.

MrsM:It'snotyourfaultthatyou'repregnant,

Siya.Itwasn'tyourchoice.

Siya:Noonewillbelieveme.

MrsM:Areyougonnakeepthebaby

***Siyalookedatherblankly.Shehonestlydon't

knowwhattodo***

Siya:Iamscaredma'am.Havingastranger's

childinsidemescaresme.

***MrsMokoenawipedtearsonherface***

MrsM:I'llbewithyouineverydecisionyou

make.IfyouneedanythingI'mhere.



Siya:Okay

***Shehuggedherandleft***
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★SIYASANGA★

***IwokeuponSundaymorning.Oh,

Asemahle'sauntfromEasterncapefinally

cameandtookher.SoIwastheonlychild,

thoughImissSharonsomuch.Imademybed,

wenttobath,lotionandworemywhiteleggings

andwhitt-shirtandslippers.Ilookedmyselfon

themirror,youwouldswearthere'snothing

insidemytummy.Iwenttokitchenandaunt

wasmakingsomeeggsandbeacon.TrustmeI



hatedthesmell***

Likhona:It'sgoodtoseeyouout

***ShesmiledbutIcouldn't***

Likhona:Sit,thebreakfastisabouttobeready.

***Iwasnausea***

Me:I.....

***Iwantedtothrowup,Irantothebathroom

andthrewup***

"Iseverythingokay"

***Inodded,afterIrinsedmymouth.Iwas

feelingdeezy***

Likhona:No,Siya,you'renotokay.I'lltakeyouto

thedoctornow.

***OMG!Icannotgothere.***

Me:I'llbefine,Imusthaveeatensomething

else

Likhona:Maybeitsbecauseyouhaven'tbeen



eatinganything,Siya.Youknowthatitwrong

livingwithoutfood,yourbodyneedsenergy.

Lookatyou.

Me:I'lleat..Butnoteggsandbeacon,theysmell

soawful

Likhona:Sincewhen?

***Ilookedatherblankly***

Me:ImeanI'mcravingforspurribs

***Shelookedatmelikesheknows

something***

Me:I'llbeinmyroom

Likhona:You'renotgoinganywhere

***Earthopenupandswallowme***

Me:Inee....

Likhona:We'reeatingbreakfasttogether.

***Iwasn'tgonnapushherfar***

Me:Okay



***Itookmyseatandshedishedupforme.I

wantedtocovermynosebutshewaslooking

atme***

Likhona:Ma'amMokoenareallyknowshowto

talkyou,youweren'ttalkingtoanyoneeventhe

therapist.

Me:Ineededsomespace

Likhona:Calviniscomingover

***What?Idon'twanthimtoseemelikethis***

Likhona:Thatboyreallylovesyou.

Me:Yeah

***Idon'twanttosaymuch***

Likhona:Aren'tyougonnaeat?

Me:I'mfull

Likhona:Whatdidyoueat?

Me:NothingbutI'mfull.

Likhona:I'mnotbuyingthat,you'regoingtoeat.



***How?Howwhenthisfoodsmellsoawful***

Me:Okay

***Itookabiteonmybreadonly***

Me:Idon'tlikeeggsandbeacon

***Icontinuedwithmybreadandjuice***

Likhona:That'sfirst

Me:ActuallyI'mondiet,mydietdoesn'twant

them.Breadwilldo.Alsospurribswilldo.

Likhona:SpurissofarandIcannotleaveyou

alonelikethis.

Me:Wecangotogether

***Ismiledather***

Likhona:Eatthatbreadandjuice.You'renot

gettinganyribshere

***Mxmyousuck,Isaidthattomyself.After

eatingIwantedtosleep.Iputtheplateonthe

sinkandwenttomyroom.Thebedistheonly



thingIwantedrightnow.BeforeIcouldlayon

thebedmyphoneranganditwasSharon.I

pickeditup***

Me:Prodigaldaughter

Sharon:Hey,you'regood?

Me:I'mfine

Sharon:Iwassoworriedaboutyou.Ihaven't

seenyouatschoolfortwoweeks,iseverything

OK?

Me:EverythingisfineShaz.How'severything

going?

***Shekeptquiet***

Me:Sharon!

Sharon:Everythingisokay.Ijustmissyou.

Me:YouknownwhereIlivemoss

Sharon:Idon'twantaunttoseemelikethis

Siya.



Me:What'shappening,isyourfatherstillra...

Sharon:HenevertouchedmesinceIgothere.

Me:Thenwussup?

Sharon:I'mamessSiya.Ihadtosellsomeof

myclothessoIcouldputfoodonthetable.My

fatherdoesn'tcareaboutusexceptforhis

alcohol.

***Yoh,thisistoomucheyy***

Sharon:MommightdieanytimeandI'mscared

***Icouldsensethatshewascrying***

Me:Godseesyouandhe'llhelpyouNana.I'll

alsomakeaplan.

Sharon:Noitsfinezwe'llbefine.

Me:Swallowyourpride,Iknowyouneedmy

help.Seeyoutomorrowatschool.

Sharon:Thanks

***Afterwecutthecall.Aftercuttingthecalli



layonbed,ImusthavefallenasleepbecauseI

wokeupwithsomeonesinging"ILOVEYOU"by

Beyonce.Islowlyopenedmyeyesanditwas

Calvin***

Calvin:"EverytimeIseeyourfacemyheart

smiles,everytimeitfeelssogood,ithurts

sometimes.Createdinthisworldtolove,to

hold,tofeel,tobreath,toliveyou."

Me:Areyoubluessing?

Calvin:Bluessing?

Me:Yeah,listeningtothatsongthengetting

emotional.

***Hechuckledthenhelpedmegetup***

Calvin:Iwasjustworriedaboutyou.Thedance

isonOctober.

Me:Whatdance?

Calvin:Matricdance

***I'llbetwomonthspregnantbythen***



Me:Okay

Calvin:Momwantsyoutocomeandfitinit.

Me:They'redonealready?

Calvin:Withyoursyes,theyhaven'tstartedmine.

Me:Ohokay

***Iamjustprayingmytummydoesn'tshowup

toosoon***

Calvin:Sowhenarewegoingtofitit?

Me:Nextweek

***Henodded***

Calvin:Imissedyou

Me:Imissedyoutoo

Calvin:Howmuch

***Iperkhislips***

Me:This

***Again***



Me:Much

***Wekissedforsometimethehepulledout***

Calvin:YouknowIhatekissingforalongtime.

Me:Why?

Calvin:Firstlythisisyouraunt'shouseandI

havetorespectthat,secondlyIwannawaituntil

you'reready

***Ismiledatthismunchofmine,he'sasweet

thing***

Me:I'mproudtohaveyou,youknowthat?

Calvin:I'mproudtohaveus.

***Hetookoffhisshoesandlayonmybed,he

mademeputmyheadonhischest****

Calvin:YouknowIloveyou,right?

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Calvin:Youneedtodosomethingwithyourhair

***Ilookedathimandhelaughed***



Calvin:I'mserious.

Me:WhatshouldIdo?

Calvin:Braids

Me:I'mlazytogothere.

***Hestoodup,lookedformetowear,itwasa

jeanandoffshoulderblackbodysuit***

Me:Andthen?

Calvin:It'sverymuchhotoutsidenunu.

Me:WhereamIgoing?

Calvin:Outofthishouse?

***Ilookedathimandstoodup,Ichangedinto

thatoufit***

Calvin:Yougonnawearthoseslippers?

Me:What'swrongwiththem?

***Hekissedme***

Calvin:Nothing.



***Afterwewentout***

Likhona:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Idon'tknow.I'mjustfollowing.

***ShesmiledandCalvinpulledmeoutside.He

openedthecardoorformethenwenttohis

side.***

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Calvin:You'llsee

***HestartedtheengineanddroveustoMallof

Africa.Wegotoffthecarandwewalkedin.We

startedbygoingtothesalon***

Me:Youdoingacut?

Calvin:You'redoingthebraids

***Isheserious***

Me:Okaykeh.

***WewalkedinandIdidthosebraids,after

3hrsIwasdone.WewalkedintoNike



factory***

Me:Thisshopmakesmedizzy

***Helaughed***

Me:SomanythingsIwant

Calvin:Ohthereheis

Me:Who?

***Heheldmyhandwenttothisotherguy,they

fistbumped***

Calvin:Nigga,thisisthegirlIwastellingyou

about.

Guy:Helookssoamazing,veryhot.I'mLwazi

Me:I'mSiya

Calvin:Areyoudonewiththeprinting?

Lwazi:Yesss,comethisside.

***Wefollowedhimtotheotherside.He

showedCalvin.ItwasablackandwhiteNike

tracksuit,buttheotheronehasthecroppedtop



hoodie.Attheback,thefulltophoodiewas

printed"Mine"withahalfheartandtheother

wasprinted"Alone"withtheotherhalfheart

whichwhenyouputthemtogethertheymakea

fullheart.Fancy.ThenitwasaNikevestswhich

wasprintedthesamethinginsteadofhearts

theotheronhasnumbers***

Calvin:Thankyouboy

Lwazi:YoulikeitSiya?

Me:They'reverybeautiful.

Calvin:Theseareours

Me:Ours?

Calvin:Yeah.Doyouknowwhatthesenumbers

standsfor?

Me:No

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:This"02"onmyvestrepresentsthe

monthwemetonandthis"12"representsthe



date.

***OhmyGod.WhyamIsoluckytohavehim

maar.Ismiledathimandthenhewenttopay

forthese,afterwewalkedout.***

Calvin:Spurribs?

Me:You'rereadingmymind

***Wewalkedinandorderedourspurribsanda

juice.After10minutesourorderarrivedand

thenwedugin.I'vebeencravingforthemsince

yesterday.Aftereatingitwas17:49andwe

writtenbackhome***

Likhona:What'sinthere?

Calvin:Someclothes

Likhona:CanIsee?

***Ihandedaplasticbagtoher.Shetookthem

out***

Likhona:Thisisverybeautiful.Wow"MineAlone

"okayandlet'sseewhat'sthis."MineAlone



02/12"..ThisissoromanticCalvin.

Me:Thanksbabe

Calvin:CanIgetmystuffandleave

***Iputmineasideandgavehimhis***

Likhona:Ididn'tnoticeyourhead.Calvinisa

gentleman.Ihavebeentellinghertogodo

somethingwithherhair,shekeptonsayingshe

will

Calvin:Idon'ttakenoforananswer

***Irolledmyeyescausinghimtolaugh.AfterI

tookhimoutandwekissed***

Calvin:Seeyouatschool

Me:WhosaidI'mgoing?

Calvin:I'llcomeandfetchyou.

***Ilaughed***

Me:carsaren'tallowedatschool

Calvin:They'llallowmine



***Wekissedforthelasttime***

Me:Youdon'thavetocome,auntwilltakeme.

Calvin:Okay.Iloveyou

Me:MineAlone

Calvin:BaeAlone

***Igiggled***

Me:Iloveyoumore

***Hekissedmyforeheadandleft.Igotinside

andwentstraighttomyroom.ThefactthatI'm

pregnantmakesmesick.Idon'tknowifI

shouldtellhimnoworwaituntilitstoolate***
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★SIYASANGA★

***Mondaymorningauntwokemeup,Imade

mybed,didmyhygieneroutine,lotion,woremy

schooluniform.Imademybraidintoaneatbun.

Igrabmyphonefromchargeandbagthenleft

tothekitchen.Auntwashavingacupofteaand

toastedbread.Itookmineandjoinedin***

Me:Sweetheart

Likhona:Heybabe

***Shelookedlikeshewasindeepthoughts***

Me:Youokay?

Likhona:I'mjustthinking

Me:About?

Likhona:SiyaNana.Yourfamilywantstosee

you!

Me:Idon'thaveanyfamily



Likhona:FromEasternCape

Me:Whatdotheywantfromme?

Likhona:Theywannameetyou.

Me:Fromwhichside?

Likhona:Mother'sside.

***Istoodupandtookabitefrommybread

thengrabbedanapple.Iwasn'tgonnasitdown

andlistentothis***

Me:I'llbelate.

***Itookmystuffandshehandedmetaxifare

moneyandpocketmoney.Iwalkedtothedoor.

BeforeIcouldopen,Ithoughtaboutthatman

andreturnedback***

Me:Pleasetakemetoschool

Likhona:Why?Iseverythingokay?

***Inodded***

Me:Idon'tfeelliketakingataxi



Likhona:Letmegoandtakemylaptopandbag.

***Shestoodupandreturned.Wewenttoher

carandshedrovemetoschool.Iwasn'tgonna

walktoschoolyoh.Whenogotoff,Isaw

MineAlonebytheschoolgate.Irantohimand

huggedhim***

Calvin:Bae

Me:Mine

Calvin:Let'stakeyoutoclass

***Ismiledandwalkedtoclass.Afterschoolwe

wenttohismom'sdesigner.Hewasagayguy

andmademefitinthedress.Ididanditfit

perfectly.HewasstillbusywithCalvin'soutfit.

Itwasamermaidbabybluedresswithanopen

dress.Ilookedsobeautiful.***

Calvin:Babyyoushouldbeamodel

***Ilaughed***

Me:Justleavemealone



Calvin:Ican'twaitforthatday

Me:Iwannaseeyoursdude

Calvin:Youwill

***AfterIchangedandbacktomyuniform.

Thenwewenthome.WhenIgothome,I

changedintoashortandJussT-shirt.Wentto

eatanddidallmyhomeworksandstudied.

DaysandweekspassedbyandCalvinhasbeen

asweetheart.Sharonwasgonnaspendthe

thirdtermholidayswithus.Iwantedbyall

meanstotellCalvinandauntaboutmy

pregnancy.Iwanttoterminatemypregnancy

becauseIwasn'tsoreadytobeamother,notat

thisageandgrade.ButthefirstpersonIwanted

tospeaktowasChris.Healwaysunderstands

andlistens.HecametomyhouseandItold

himeverything.Heconvincedmetotellthem

beforetheyfindoutandIshouldthinkproperly

beforeIterminatemypregnancy.Hetoldme

thatIshouldn'tmakeadecisionI'llregretlater.



HolidaysapproachedandSharoncametolive

withus.Iwassohappytoseeher.Auntinvited

AviweandCalvinforadinner.***

Likhona:Siyayou'regainingNana

Aviwe:IthoughtIwastheonlypersonseeing

that.Calvinwhatareyoufeedingher.

Calvin:Ifeedherhappiness.Babeyoushould

loseabit,rememberwedon'twanttobe

disappointedwhenyouwearthedressonthe

dance.

***Iwasquietallalong***

Sharon:Siya,you'reokay?

Me:Yeah

Likhona:Butyou'recryingbabe

Me:I'msorry.Ijusthaveaheadache.

Calvin:I'llgetyouwater

***Aviwestoodupandcametome***



Aviwe:Lookatme

***Idid***

Aviwe:Youokay

Me:Yesitsjustaheadache

Aviwe:NoSiya

Me:Yeah,Ijustneedtoliedownabit.

Calvin:I'lltakeyoutobed

Likhona:I'lltakeyoutothedoctor.

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoppedout***

Likhona:Shazbringmycarkeys

Me:Itsjustah....

Likhona:ComeonSiya

Calvin:Ithinkshe'sright,babe,youneedtogo

andseethedoctor.

***RightthereIfeltliketheearthcouldopenup

andswallowme***



Me:AuntpleaseI'llbefine.

Aviwe:Istheresomethingyoudon'twantusto

findit?

Me:What?

Sharon:Siya

Me:There'snothing.It'sjustaheadache.

Likhona:Thenlet'sgotothedoctor

***Ilookedathertonguetied.There'sno

turningback.Ijustbrokeintears***

Calvin:Babewhat'swrong

***Ijustlookedatthemandrantomyroom.

Sharoncameinandlockedthedoor.Isaton

thefloorandsobbeddeeply***

Sharon:Siyawhat'swrong?

Me:Whyme?Ofallpeoplewhyme,whatdidI

dowrong?.Ihadadream,Iwasayounggirl

trappedinacageholdingmybaby.



Sharon:Whatbaby?

Me:Outsideismydeadgrandfatherplanting

seedsallovertheplace.Ilongedtoreachfor

herandtriedtogetoutofthecage,sobbing

deeply.Iwascryingandkickingthinkinghe'll

comeandrescuemebuthedisappeared

withoutevennoticingIwasthere.

Sharon:It'sjustadream,itmeansnothing.

Me:No,you'rewrong.Idreamandmydream

meanthingstome.SometimesinmydreamI'm

ayoungwoman,cuppedinmyhandsarethe

breastsofthosewhohavepassed.Idreamof

mybreastsfilledwithunusualsensesthatfeels

likecountlessfireballswithinme.Whatisinme

iswhatitisinmyheadandwhatisinmyhead

iswhatisinmyheart.Andthatleadsmeto

madness,suchmadnesswillbedeathofmy

breasts.

***Iwipedmytears***



Me:Idreamandmydreammeanthingstome.

Sharon:Siya,Ireallydon'tunderstandwhat

you'resaying

Me:Idonotexpectyouto.Peoplelikeyou

neverunderstoodmeorwhatIsay

Sharon:Siya,What'sgoingon?Areyoualright?

Me:HowcanIbealright?Itisnotmyfaultthat

I'mpregnantsomeone'sbaby,astrangerschild.

Icansmellhim,hesmelledsoaweful,likea

stalecigarettesmoke.Iwasscares,hiseyes

werepenetratingandfullofhunger.Hepushed

metothegroundofanopenveld.Iscreamed

butnobodyheardme.Mywholebodywas

numb.Hetouchedmyfaceandmyhairbristled

withfright.Hefeltlikehewassoproudof

himself.Mymindwasfarfromthere.Ihadfled

intoadeepdarkspacewherenohumanbeing

couldeverreachme.Tellmewhatyouwantto

know?



***Shekneltinfrontofmeandwipedtearsoff

myface***

Sharon:Isuggestyoutellaunt,shealways

listens.

Me:Idon'tknow.

Sharon:BabyI'msorryofwhathappenedtoyou.

IwishtherewassomethingIcoulddotohelp

you.

Me:There'snothingyoucando,really.But

there'ssomethingyoucandoformenow.

Pleaseleave.

Sharon:But....

Me:Leavenow

***Shestoodupandleft.Icriedsomuch**

Me:WhatdoIsaytomybaby?WhatwillItell

him

Voice:Tellheryoulovehernomatterwhoher

fatheris



***IlookedaroundbutIsawnoonebutjusta

shadow***

Me:Idon'tknowwhoherfatheris,howcouldI

knowhim,Ihaveneverseenhisfacebefore.He

wasamadmanouttodestroyme.HowamI

goingtocareforherwhenI'mstillachild

myselfandneededtobetakencareof.Justtell

mewhattosayplease.

Voice:Ifyoudecidetokeepthebaby,tellher

thatlifecanchangewitheverybreathwetake.

Me:AndifIdon't?

Voice:Ifyoudon'tkeepit,tellherthatyou'restill

youngwomanandyouhaveasonginyour

hearttobesung.Tellheryouhavedancetobe

dancedbutthesongandthedanceareinvisible

andevenyouhaven'theardofityet.Tellherthis

songisdeepdownhiddeninyourinnermost

coreofyourbeinganditisyou...Youonlywho

hastobringittothesurface



Me:Whatsong?

***TheshadowdisappearedandIstoodupand

lefttothesittingwhereeveryonewas***

Calvin:Babe

***Theyallstoodup**

Me:Pleasesit

***Theysatdown***

Me:There'ssomethingIneedtotellyou.

***Ikeptquietandtookadeepbreath***

Me:AuntyouknowIloveyouanddisappointing

youisthelastthingonmymind.

Aviwe:What'swrong?

Me:I....uhuhm

***Ikeptquietagain***

Likhona:What'supNana?

Me:Uh..I'm...I'mpregnant



Them:WHAT?

***IjustcriedandlookedatCalvin.***

Calvin:Who'sthefather?

***Wordsfailedme.Ijustsobbed.Hestoodup

andtriedtoholdhistears.Icouldseethepain

inhiseyes***

Calvin:Iwon'tstandforthis

Me:Calvinwait!

***Hejustleftmetherewithoutexplaining***

Likhona:Howcanheleavelikethat?Isn'this

responsibility?

Me:He'snotthefather

Aviwe:Thenwho'sthefather?

Me:Idon'tknow?

Likhona:Youdon'tknow?Siyawhatdoyou

meanyoudon'tknow?Howmanypeopleate

yousleepingwithkanti?



***Ilookedatherblankly***

Likhona:I'msodisappointedinyou

***Sheleftme***

Me:SheHatesme.Theyhateme

Aviwe:That'snottrue

***Icouldfeelmyheadspinning.Istoodupand

Isawblurryandheardthemspeakingfroma

distance.BeforeanythingIfelldown***

"Siya,canyouhearme"

***That'sallIheardbeforepassingout***
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★NARRATED★

***AviwecalledtheDoctorandshortlyaftershe

came.SheexaminedSiyaandtoldthemshe

hadahighbloodpressurewhichsheneedsto

maintainandgavethemsometabletswhich

mighthelpher.ThefollowingdaySiyadecided

togotothepoolareaandshemighthaveslept

onthebenchnexttothepoolbecauseshe

starteddreaming.Inthedreamshewasa

younggirltrappedinacageholdingababy.

Outsideisanoldmanplantingseeds.The

younggirlistryingtoreachouttohimandget

outofthecage.Shescreamsandkicksbutshe

isvoiceless.Thentheoldmandisappears.

She'sbeendreamingsamethingforthepast

fewweeks***

"Wakeup,Siya,wakeup"

***Shejumpsasifshehadanightmareandit

wasSharon,MonicaandCandice(Chris'sgf

alsoMonica'sfriend)***



Siya:Pleasedon'tdothatagain,you'llkillme

Monica:Don'tyouknowthatnothingcomesup

toasleeperbutadream,wakeupandstop

dreamingaboutboyswhowillthrowtheirlove

likeanetjusttotrapyouanddisappear

Siya:Iwasnotdreamingaboutboys,Ijustkeep

havingstrangedreamslately.Iwonderwhatit

means.

Monica:Itmeansyoushouldtellusaboutyour

FOB

Siya:What'sthat?

Monica:FatherOftheBabyandIknowitsnot

Calvin's

***SiyalookedatSharon***

Siya:Whatdidyoutellthem?

Monica:Chill,everyonecantellyou'repregnant

Siya.

***Siyarolledhereyeswithannoyance***



Siya:WellmyFOBisMYOB

Monica:Myob?Whatkindofanameisthat?

Siya:ItsMindYourOwnBusiness.

Monica:OkaymissMindYourOwnBusiness

telluswhatareyougonnadowithbigtummyto

school?IthoughtbeautyQueenslikeyou

knowshowtoprotectthemselves.

***Shehadasmirkonherface***

Sharon:You'resuchapaininanassyazMonica

Siya:It'sokayShaz.Looksugar,Iknowmy

brainsandlooksareathreattoyouandI

understandthehostilityyourtypefeelstowards

mebutcanwegetalong?Canwe?

Monica:Ohsweety!Someotherdadslikesmy

type

***Wealllookather***

Monica:What?Don'tlookatmelikethat.Find

outyourselves.Whodoyouthinkisbuyingme



allthesedesignclothesandshoes?Ouch,I'm

soforward

***Candicelookedatherwithdisgusting

look***

Monica:SoareyougoingtotellustheFOB?

Siya:ForGodsakeMonica!Whydon'tyouask

MariawhoisJesus'sfatherandgetoffmyback.

Monica:Ohplease,cansomebodytellthis

cheesesmartgirlwearethesamehere.Ain't

wegirls?

***Shesaidfoldingherarms***

Siya:Youwish,Icanneverbelikeyou.Youhave

noclass.

***Monicalaughed***

Monica:ImightnothaveclassbutsurelyI'm

notgoingtopushabigtummytoschool.

Candice:Sodoesthatmakeyouavirgin?



Monica:Ohhellno,howcanIbeavirginand

sleepwithsomeone'sfatheratthesame?

Sharon:Youcansleepwithwhoeveryouwant,

itsyourbodyafterall.Notours.

Monica:Sobabe,youdon'tknowwho'sthe

fatherofyourbaby?Howtouching!

Candice:Sothatmakesyouhappy?Iwonder

who'sfatheristhat?

Monica:Keepguessinggirls,allIknowisthat

we'renotvirginshere.

Candice:WellIam.

***Monicalaughed***

Sharon:That'sagoodthingbabe.Keepitthat

way.

Monica:Don'tlietoher.Nooffencebutyou're

notmadeofstone.

Candice:I'mnotoffended.ButI'mgoingto

succumbtoyourpressureofhavingsex.



BesidesIamborninaChristianfamily.Ihave

myGodandBible.

Monica:Chrisw....

Candice:IfChrislovesmehe'llwaitforme.

Monica:Soyouhavebible?Ohplease,Bibleor

nobible.GodornoGod,you'restilla

woman....andahumanbeing.Everywomanhas

fleshandfeelings.

Candice:Wellmyfeelingsdonotcontrolmebut

Icontrolthem

***TurningtoSiya***

Candice:Lookatwhatyourfeelingshasdoneto

you,leftyoupregnant

***Siyalookedatherwithdisbelief***

Siya:Don'tevengotherebecauseyoudon't

knowwhereIcomefrom.

Monica:Sowhereyoucomefrom?



Siya:WhereIcomefromitsnoneofyour

business

***Shesitsonthefloorandsilentlycried***

Sharon:ItsenoughnowMonica.We'vebeen

listeningtoyourrubbishandthat'senough.

Monica:Wh....

Sharon:Onemorewordfromyou,I'llshowyou

whatI'mmadeof.

***Siyastoodupandleftthemthere***

Candice:You'resuchaboreMonica

Monica:Whydon'tyoujustgotochurchand

leaveusinpeace.Gotopastororelsehe'llkick

youfromchurch."IhaveGodandmyBible"

***Shesaidmimickinghervoice***

Candice:Shutup,littleslut.Sharonpleasedo

something.

Monica:Pastor'swife,youalwayshave



somethingtosay.You'resoforward,ifyou

wannapreachgotochurch,orI'llputabrickon

yourfacebloodychurchmouse.You'rehere

callingmeaslut.Whothehellareyoutojudge

me,doesn'tyourBiblesayjudgenot.Icanbe

whateverIwanttobeandwhatevermakesme

comfortable.Unlikeyouwhoisservingthe

westernGod

Sharon:Justcooloff,you'retheonewho'sbusy

judgingothershere.Youactlikeyouhaveno

flaws.

Monica:Problemisthat,thisMissHolyHoly

thingssheknowsbetter.

Candice:Iwonderwhathappenedtohavesuch

afriendlikeyou.

Monica:What'syourproblem?

Candice:Wannaknowmyproblem?My

problemusthatyoujudgepeopletoomuch....

Whydon'tyoutellShazthatyou'resleepingwith



herfather..You'remeetingherfatherinthe

streetsofSunnysidehuh?

***Sharonlookedatthemandgotreally

frustrated***

Sharon:What?Lookyoudon'tknowmyfather

sodon'tbringhimintothis

Candice:Ohwell,Monicahasalwaysbeen

wantingtohurtyouandSiya.BeforeIeven

knewyouandSiya.Shetoldmesheknows

whereyourfatherdrinksandshetoldmehow

shefoundhim.They'vebeenmeetingin

Sunnyside.Yourfatherisasugardaddytothis

fakefriendofyours.Heresheisaskher.

***SharongotclosetoMonica***

Sharon:Isittrue?I'maskingisittruena?

You'resleepingwithmyfather?Howcouldyou,

howcanyoubesocheap.Ithoughtotaught

youalessonnottomessupwithme.Iforgave

youandgaveyouasecondchancetobemy



friend.Idon'tbelieveyourightnot.Youandyour

selfishdesires.You'resodisgusting.You

pretendtobeagoodpersonwhileyou'redoing

byallmeanstohurtme.Ihateyou.You'reabad

lowlifecheapbitch.Andasmalladvice,you

bettergoandtestbecausethelasttimeI

checkedhewasHIVpositive.

***Monicalookedatherwithshock***

Monica:WHAT?Younevertoldmeyourfather

issick

***Sharonchuckled***

Sharon:Youneverasked.LikeIneveraskifyou

weresleepingwithmyfather.ForyoursakeI

justhopeandprayyou'renotsick.Youdisgust

me.

Candice:Whyyoulooksoworried,Nica?

***Shewantedtolaughbuttriedbyallmeans

notto***



Monica:Ihavetobeworrieddammit!Wewere

notusinganyprotection.

Sharon:You'renotnotjustdumb,alsostupid.

Monica:Iamnotstupid,herefusedtouse

condoms,hesaidhedoesnotfeelmewitha

condom.

Sharon:Soyoufellforit?

***Shelaughed***

Monica:WhatelsecouldIhavedone?IfIdon't

givehimwhathewants,hewon'tgivemewhatI

want.

Sharon:Youmean,thetimberland,adidas,

JordanandGucci?Wellgoodforyoubecause

hegaveyouallofthatandabonusofAIDSon

top.

***SharonandCandicelaughed***

Monica:I'mnotpositive!

Candice:Howwouldyouknowthat?



Monica:Ineededlovetoo,Ineededsomeone

who'lltakecareofmyneeds

***Shesatdownandcried***

Monica:Mysisandherhusbandneverbought

meallthesenicethings.Theyalwaystellmeto

workhardatschoolifIwantthem

Sharon:Sisterandherhusband?Kantatethey

notyourmomanddad?

***Monicashookherhead***

Monica:Myfatherandmotherdiedbecauseof

AIDSandI'monlyleftwithmyoldersisterwho

hatesme.Shealwaystellmetostopstaying

indoorsanddowhatothergirlsdo,hustling.

ShealwayssaysallIneedishermoneythatshe

workedhardfor.WhenItellherthatI'lltrytoget

moneyfrommyuncleshesaysweshouldstop

botheringotherpeoplewhoalsohaveafamily

tofeed.SometimesshejustsaysIshouldgo

andwakemymothersoshecangiveme



money.Shealwaysremindsmethatshewas

killedbyAIDSandthatsheleftmewithnothing.

Shesaidshe'stiredofmeandIshouldstart

takingcareofmyselforIshouldfindanother

placetolivein.

***Shewipedtearsonherface***

Monica:WhatelsewasIsupposetodo?My

ownsisterdespiseme.Youknowsometimes

shepourssaltinmyteaandforcesmetodrink

itsaythat,thesugarwehaveinthehouseis

onlyenoughforherandherhusband.Andnow

hereIam,nomother,nofather,nolove,justme

andHIVdisease.

Candice:Nicaplease,youhaven'ttested,you're

onlypositivewhenitsprovenandbesidesso

manypeoplearelivingwiththediseaseand

theyarehealthy.

Sharon:Iguessweallhaveourshareofbad

luck.Goodthingwecanstartshapingourfuture



andbebetterpeople.Whathappenedinthe

passedhappenedwecan'tchangethatbutwe

havepowertobewhowewanttobe.AndIsee

thelightattheendoftunnel,butfirstweneed

toforgiveeachotherinordertofindpeace

withinusandbeabletomoveon.

Candice:True

Sharon:let'sgogetsomethingtoeatI'mhungry

.

.

.
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***ItwasasunnySaturdaymorning.Wellaunt

Likhonawasstillgivingmesilenttreatments

wheneverItrytoexplainshejustshutmeout,

Calvinwasn'ttakingmycalls,norreplytomy

texts,Sharon,MonicaandCandicewerebffs,

AviweandChriswerealwayscallingtocheck

uponme.Thatgavemealittlehopewhich

therearestillpeoplewhocaresaboutme.They

eventoldmetobepatientwithmyaunt,she'll

comearound.Okay,Iwokeup,fixedmybed,did

myhygieneroutine,lotionandworeamaroon

bodysuit,whitehighwaistedjean,denimjacket

andblacksandals.Imademybraidsloosethen

woremyblackbeanie.Iappliedanudelipstick

thentookmyphoneandandbagtothekitchen



tohavebreakfast.LikhonaandSharonwere

havingbreakfast.Igreeted,onlySharon

respondedbutIbrusheditoffasusual.Imade

cerealthenlefttolounge.AftereatingIreturned

toputmydishinthesink.Finallymyaunt

decidedtotalk***

Likhona:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Yeah,IneedtoseeCalvin.

Sharon:Don'tyouthinkthat'sabadidea.....I

meanhemightneedhisspace

Me:Ijustwannaknowifhestillwantmetobe

hisdateformatricdance

***Shenodded***

Likhona:Sowho'sthefather?

***Ilookedatherwithnowordsatall.This

questioncaughtmeunexpected,notthatI

wasn'tgoingtotellher***

Likhona:Youknowwhat,I'llbelateformy



importantmeeting

***Sheactuallyemphasizedtheword

"Important"thentookherstuffandleft.I

watchedherasshewentoutthen,SharonandI

lookedateachother***

Sharon:Justgivehersometime.

Me:Sure.Ihavetogo.

***Itookmybelongingsandrushtothedoor.I

bumpedtoMonicabythegate***

Monica:Hey

Me:Hi

Monica:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Asyoucansee

***Shenodded***

Monica:Youknow,noonecantellyou're

pregnant.Yourbabydaddyiscute,sowillbe

yourbaby



***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoppedout***

Me:Babydaddy?

Monica:Uhm...eh...Wh...Imean

Me:Youmean?

Monica:Calviniscuteandyoucute,thebaby

willbecute,everythingwillbecute....yo...yeah

Me:Wasn'tyoutellingmethatyouknowCalvin

isn'tthefatherofmychild.

Monica:Shaztoldmewhathappenedto....uhm

to....you

Me:Oh,healsotoldyoumybabydaddyiscute?

Monica:Uh...

***Sheclearedherthroat***

Monica:Um...well...uh..Ihavetogo

***Ilookedather***

Monica:Yeah



***SheattemptedtoleavebutIheldherarm***

Me:Talk

Monica:Wh...what?

***Ilookedatherstraightinhereyesandshe

lookedtheotherway***

Me:Monicadoyouknowwho...

***Iclearedmythroat***

Me:rapedme?

***Shelookedatmewithhermouthhung

open***

Me:Comeon,tellme.

Monica:Ihavetogo

***Shepulledherselfandran.ItoldmyselfthatI

won'trestuntilIfoundout.Ijoggedtothebus

stop,thetaxiarrivedshortly.Igotinandittook

off.whenIarrivedIwenttoCalvin'shouse,the

securityopenedupforme.Islowlywalkedin



withmyheartbeatingveryfast.Iwantedtogo

backbuthey,I'malreadyhere.Ididbreathing

exercisesbeforeknocking.Phiweopenedupfor

meandtoldmetocomein.Icameinsideand

sheofferedmeaseat.Ididn'twanttositdown

butheyIdid.***

C'sMom:Calvinwillbedownshortly

***Inodded***

C'sMom:You'llloveyourdress,thedesignerdid

itanditssoperfect

***ShewasexcitedbutIwasn'ttheresoIfaked

smile.AfterawhileCalvincame.Hekepta

straightfacewhenheseesme.Istoodup***

Calvin:Whatareyoudoinghere?

C'smom:Pleaseexcuseme

***SheleftusandIwasalonewithCalvin***

Me:Canwetalk

Calvin:Whatarewedoing?



***Ouch***

Me:Uhm...Iwantedtoknowifyoustillwantme

tobeyourdateforthematricdance?

Calvin:Well,Ichangedmymind.Ifoundanew

date

***Thatbrokemyheart***

Me:Oh.Sothedress?

Calvin:Wellitfitsherperfectly

***SohisdatewillbewearingthedressIwas

supposetowear,howperfect?***

Me:CanIatleastexplaintoyouwhatreally

happened?

Calvin:Noneedtoexplainyourcheating

Me:Ididn'tcheatonyou,Iswear!

Calvin:Thenwhatdoyoucallit?

Me:I'msorryokay,itwasn'tmyfaultthatIfelt

pregnant.



***Iwascryingnow***

Calvin:Anditwasmyfault?

Me:Justletmeexplainplease

Calvin:I'mnotinterested

Me:OkayImessedup.I'msorry.

Calvin:NoneedtocrySiyabecauseIdid

somethingworst

***Ilookedathim***

Calvin:Istayedathomeandtrustedyou.

***Myheartsinned***

Me:CalvinIwasr....

Calvin:Saveit.Pleaseclosethedoorbehind

you.

***HeleftmeandIwipedmytearsandleft.I

wascryingallthewayhome.WhenIgothomeI

foundSharon,MonicaandCandicewatchingtv.

Theyalllookedatmeliketheyseeaghostor



something***

Sharon:You'reokay?

Me:Monicayou'lltellmewhorapedme.

Monica:Whyme?Idon'tknow

Me:Really?

***Igotclosetoher***

Me:Monicadon'tforcemetodosomethingI'll

regretlater.Talk

Sharon:Siya,don'tyouthinkyou're

exaggeratingthings

Me:Really?Monicadoyouknowwhofucken

rapedme?

Monica:NoIdon't.TrustmeIdon't

Me:Tellme10reasonswhyIshouldtrustyou.

Sharon:Shechanged?

***Iturnedtolookather.Issheforreal?***



Me:Whyyousosureshechanged?Haveyou

seenaleopardchangingitsspots?Thisbitch

willneverchangeSharon

Candice:IfsheknewI'llbeknowingtooSiya.

Sharonisinnocent.

Me:FUCKTHAT!Thisbitchisnothingbuta

snake.

***Isaidjumpingtoher.Igrabherbyherhair***

Me:MONICATALK!

Sharon:Siyaletgoofher.Iknowshe'sbeen

badbuttrustme,she'sinnocent.

Me:YazIcan'tbelieveit,youtrustthiswhore

toomuch.Shefinallypoisonedyoutoo.Who

knowssheplannedit.Thisbitchisasnake

***Isaidpullingherbyherhair***

Me:Talkbloodybitch

Monica:Idon'tknowSiya



***Shewascrying***

Me:Iwon'tstoppullingyouuntilyoutalk.

Whodidthistome

Candice:S.....

Me:SHUTUP!

Monica:You'rehurtingme

Me:Talk!

***ShewasscreamingandSharontriedtostop

mebutfailed***

Monica:IT'SJASON

***Wealllookedather***

Me:Who?

Monica:ItsJason

***Iletgoofher.Shesatdownandcried***

Monica:Iaskedhimtodoit

Sharon:Tellmeyou'rekiddingrightnow



***Isatdownandcried.Shehasstabbedme

straightinmyheart.Howonewomancanbe

crueltotheotherwoman?Howcansheask

someonetodothistome?Togainwhat?.I

againstoodup***

Me:HowcouldyoudothatMonica?Whyyouso

cruel.I'velostsomuchbecauseofyou.Myaunt

hasturnedherbackagainstmebecauseof

yourselfishdesires.Ihateyou,infactIhateyou

all.You'rejustlikeher.Youarenothingbut

hypocrites.Y'alldeserveeachother.Sharon,I

thoughtyouweremysisterbutIwasdamn

wrong,allalongIwaswrong.Ihopeyouguys

burninhell.Calvinhatesmenowbecauseof

you,I'mpregnantastranger'schildbecauseof

you.Ihateyousomuch.

Sharon:Si....

Me:SHUTUP!WHATHAPPENEDTOMETO

TRUSTYOUWITHALLMYHEART.YOUCHOSE

TOTRUSTTHISBITCH.SHARONYOU'REA



MONSTER.ADOG.ASNAKE.YOU'READEVIL

HIMSELF.

***Monicastoodupandrantothedoor.Sharon

criedherselftothebedroom.Candicewas

dumbstruckbyallthissituation.Ican'tbelieveI

trustedSharonsomuch.AfterawhileSharon

camebackwithabagofherclothes***

Sharon:I'msorrySiya.Ididn'tknow.Please

forgiveme.Ihadnoidea.Please

Me:LeaveSharon

Sharon:PleaseknowthatI'mtrulysorrySiya.

***Sheleft.Dayspassedandschoolswere

opening.AuntLikhonawastryingtotalktome

thoughIhaven'ttoldheryet.Ifeltsoguilty.Well

itwasschoolday.Iwokeup,didmymorning

routines.AfterIwenttoeat.Auntdroppedme

atschool.AsIwaspassingbyclassIsaw

CalvinbeingcozywithMonica.Wowthisgirl

nevergivesup.Iwalkedtothem***



Me:Hi

***Hisfacialexpressionsuddenlychanged***

Calvin:Hi

***Thatwascold***

Me:Whatisshedoingwithyou?

Calvin:You'rehereforthat?WellMonicaismy

dateforthematricdance.

***Iswallowedhard***

Me:What?

Calvin:Yes

***IlookedatMonica***

Me:Monica

Monica:SiyaIcanexplain

Me:Don'tbother.Havefun

***Iwasgettingirritatedandangry.Iwasfedup.

Calvindoesn'twannatalktomesoIwon'tforce



him.Iguessitstheendof#MineAloneempire.

Thisisit.Itstheendofus.Iwilltellmyauntthe

truth,Ioweherthatmuch.Calvincangotohell

andtaghisMonicaalong.Mybeggingdaysare

over***
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***Ileftthemthereandwenttoclass.Therest

ofthedayIwaswithSomila.Afterschoolwe

walkedtogethertothebusstop.Westarted

chattinggettingknowingeachothermore.

SomeonehuggedmefrombehindandIturned,

itwasChris.Iwasactuallygladhecame.***



Chris:Stillsexy

Me:Mxm,youlookinnocentinthatschool

uniformofyours.Itmakesmemissthatschool.

***Hechuckled***

Me:Whyyouhere?

Chris:Toseeyou,didIcameinabadtime?

Me:No,youcameinrighttime.

***Igiggled***

Me:ChrismeetmyclassmateSomila,Soso

babe,thisismybrotherfromdifffolks,Chris.

Somila:NicemeetingyouChris.Uh,Ihavetogo.

***Wehuggedthensheleft***

Chris:How'syourboyfriend?

Me:Webrokeup

***Ilookeddown..Hemademelookathim***

Chris:Tellyouwhat,helostanangel.Helosta



diamond,helostaQueen.Don'tfeelbad,itsnot

yourfaultandhe'llrealizehismistakewhenits

toolate.Lethimgo.

***Inodded***

Chris:Smileatme,saycheese

***Iliterallylaughedatthisass***

Chris:Muchbetter,sowherearewetakingyou?

Me:Spur,Iwantspurribs.

Chris:Thiskidmakesyoueatalot

Me:Mxm

***Hesmiled***

Me:Youhavewhiteteeth,whichColgateyou're

using?

***Helaughed***

Chris:You'recrazyyouknow?

Me:YeahIlearnedfromthebest



Chris:Who'scrazy?

Me:Yourass

***Helaughedshakinghishead***

Chris:Oneofthereasonwhyguyshitgirls

Me:What?

***HechuckledandIsawCalvinandMonica

comingapproachingus.Ifeltaheavylamp

insideandIswallowedhard.Seeinghimwith

thatbitchbreaksmyheartcompletely.Monica

willalwaysdoanythingtoseemedownandfor

thatIrespecther***

Calvin:Bestcoupleever

Monica:DoesCandiceknowthatyou'rehere?

Chris:How'sthatyourbusiness?

Monica:Iwasjustasking

Calvin:Soishethefather?

***Isthisguyforreal?***



Me:N....

Chris:Yes.Isthataproblem?

***Calvinchuckled***

Calvin:No,actuallyyoumakeagreatteam.

You'llhaveacutebaby.

Chris:Iknow

Me:Let'sgoChris

***Calvinheldmyarm***

Calvin:Youknowwhat?You'recheaplittle

whore.Ijustdon'tknowwhatIsawinyou.I

cursethedayIranafteryou,ifIknewbetterI

wouldn'thavelookedonyourside.Igaveyou

everythingandisthishowyoupayme?Igave

youlove,time,affectionandallisthishowyou

thankme?

***Ilookedathimwithtearsrollingdownmy

cheeks.AllIcouldseewasabrokenman***

Calvin:Iloveyou....IlovedyouSiya.You



betrayedme.IhateyousomuchandwishedI

neverknewyou.You'vebrokenmyheart.

***Hiswordsbrokemyheartintothousandof

pieces***

Chris:Lookbro,Iwon'tstandhereandlistento

yourcrap.Iwon'tletyouinsultherlikethatyou

hearme?

Calvin:Orwhat?

Chris:You'llhavetodealwithme

Calvin:I'mnotscaredofyousonofbitch

***ChrispunchedhimonhisstomachandI

pulledhimback***

Me:Violencewon'tsolvethisChris

***IlookedatCalvin***

Me:He'snotworthit

***IlookedatChrisagain***

Me:Let'sgo.



***Chriswipedmytears,lookedatCalvinthen

weleft.Iwascryingallthewaylookingoutside

thewindow.HowcansomeoneIlove

wholeheartedlydothistome?Whycan'theask

mewhatreallyhappened?Wearrivedatthe

mall***

Chris:Youcoming?

Me:Yeah

Chris:Let'sgo

***Iwipedmytearsandwewalkedtospur.We

orderedthosespurribs,afterawhileourorder

arrivedandwedugin.Hemademforgetabout

whathappenedearlier.Aftereatingweleft,he

tookmehome.WhenIgothomeIfoundaunt

watchingtv.Igreetedandpassedtomyroom,I

changedintofloralsummerdressthenlaidto

bed.IstartedviewingmypicsandIbumpedto

mypicsandCalvin.Allourmemoriesweshared,

tearsescapedandit'ssohardtomoveonand



justforgetabouthim.He'sthemanIloveandI

wannaspendmyentirelifewithhim.Ineedhim.

Ideletedallhispicsandthenlistenedtomusic,

JorjaSmith-Teenagefantasy"Youweren'tthe

boyIknew.

MaybeIwasblind,Iwasyoung

Ididn'thaveaclue.

Youwerethetopicofmylunchtimes.

I'dborethegirlswithourchatsandgetupset

whenyoudon'ttextback.

Iwaswarnedbymyfriendsto

findanotherloverandstopfallingforthese

boyswhodidn'twantthesameasme.

WhatifIwasafoolandthoughtIwasinlove

withyou.

Ineedtogrowandfindmyselfbefore

Iletsomebodylovemebecauseatthemoment

Idon'tknowmyself"



Icrieduntilthesosongendandauntcamein.

Shesatnexttomybedandheldmyhand.***

Me:I'msorry...I'm....im...I'mso..sorry

Likhona:Shhhitsokaynana

***ShehuggedmeandIsatproperly***

Likhona:Tellmewhathappened?

Me:Well.....

***Itoldhereverything,shehuggedmesotight

andwecriedoneachother'sarms***

Likhona:Whydidn'tyoutellme?

***Iwipedmytears***

Me:Itriedbutyouwerealwaysshuttingmeout.

Likhona:It'sokaynow,youstillwanna

terminatethepregnancy?

***Inodded***

Me:Anotherthing



Likhona:What?

Me:I'mtiredofthislife,Iwannagofarfrom

here.Don'tyouthinkIcangotoEasterncapeor

boardingschool?

Likhona:Youknowitshardfindingschoolin

grade12.

***Inodded***

Likhona:I'llgetyouabodyguardortwo

Me:That'snotnecessary

Likhona:Itis.I'llgetyouprofessional

bodyguards.Yoursafetycomesfirst.Another

thing,youhavetotalktothetherapist.

***Ishookmyhead***

Me:Theyalwaysremindmeofthepastand

makethingsworst

Likhona:Justgiveitatry.Youreallyneedhelp

Sanga.



Me:Ifyouinsist

***Shesmiledandbrushedmyface***

Likhona:Goandtakeoutyourhomework,we'll

doittogether

***IsmiledandtookBusinessStudies

homework.Shehelpedmethenafterwentto

cooktogether.Aftercookingtherewasaknock,

IwenttoopenanditwasLuniko.Wow,itsbeen

awhile***

Me:Niko

***Hesmiled***

Luniko:MayIcomein?

Me:Sure

***HecameinandIledtheway***

Likhona:Luniko,how'syou?

Luniko:AlliswellKhona.ItsbeenawhileSiya.

Me:Yeah.Iknow..Where'sAviwe?.



Luniko:Home,thereasonIcamehereits

becauseshetoldmewhathappenedtoyou.I

cametotellyouthat,I'llhunteveryonewhohurt

youandIwon'trestuntilIfindthem.They'll

cursethedaytheytouchedyou,okay?

***Ilookedathimconfused***

Luniko:Ifailedtoprotectyoubefore,thistimeI

won't.IneverystepyoutakeI'llbethere.Okay

Me:Ohkthanks

Luniko:What'seatable?

***Ilaughed***

Me:Food

Luniko:You'resuchanass.Where'sSharon?

Me:She'snotlivingwithusanymore.

Luniko:Weneedtofindher,she'scute.

***Auntlaughed***

Likhona:Lunikopleasehelpedmewiththe



plates.

Luniko:I'mthevisitorandSiyashouldbedoing

it.

Me:Mxmdowhatauntsayswena.

Luniko:Mommissesyou

Me:I'llvisitsomeday

***Hesmiled.Hewenttohelpmyauntwith

platesandIsetthetable.***
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***ItwasFridayafternoonaround17:48alsoa

matricdance.Iwassittingnexttomyhouse

writingEconomics.Icouldn'twriteinside

becauseitwashotyoh.Thecaronthegate

hootedandthesecurityopened.Itwasablack

Lamborghini,Idon'tknowcarsthatmuchbutit

wasverybeautiful.Iwatcheditasitpassesand

parkednotfarfromMonica'shouse.Istoodup

andsmiledstillmyeyesgluedonit.Itwasvery

pretty.Thebackdooropenedandmysmile

changedsuddenly.Calvincameoutandwent

insideMonica'shouse.Afterawhilethey

writtenandtearsescapedwhenIsawMonica

wearingthedressIwassupposetowear,she

lookedbeautifulinitandIwasveryjealous.

Nothinghurtsmorethanseeingsomeoneyou

lovewithsomeoneelse,someonewhobought

amantorapeme,someonewho'sareason

behindmyheartbreak.Heopenedthedoorfor

herandIwassupposetobetheoneinthatcar

notthatbitch.ShegotinandCalvinfollowed.I



watcheditasitpassesagainandleave.My

heartwasinmillionofpieces,Ifeltsomeone

touchingmyshoulderanditwasCandice****

Candice:Itwon'tlast,theywon'tlast.

Me:Youdon'tgetit,thatbitchiswearingthe

dressIamsupposedtobewearing.Youknow

howmuchthathurts?Seeingsomeoneyou

lovewithsomeoneelse?IlivedtoignoreitbutI

can't.Ithurts.IthoughtIwasdonebutwhowas

Ifooling?CandiceIlovehimsomuch.

Candice:Ifyoureallydolovehimlethimgo.

He'llrealizehismistakesoneday

Me:Whynotnow?

Candice:Wipeawaythosetears,he'snotworth

yourtears,hedoesn'tdeserveyou.Ifhereally

lovedyouhewouldhaveaskedandunderstand

thatitwasn'tyourfaultbutthatbitch'sfault.

***Thenafterherphonerang,Ilookedatthe

calleranditwasSharon***



Candice:Ihavetobeatyourschoolrightnow

beforeitstoolate

Me:Why?

Candice:It'sbetteryoudon'tknow

***Shekissedmycheekandran..Itookmy

stuffandleft***

.

.

.

.

.

★NARRATED★

***Candiceleftandspottedacarnotfarfrom

theapartment.Sherantoitandgotattheback.

ItwasSharon,AsemahleandCandiceatthe

back,infrontitwasJadeandChris.Theydrove

toBelaBelawherethematricdancewas.When



theygotthere,manypeoplewerenotinside

alreadyanditlookedlikeMonicaandCalvin

werenotHerealready.Theygotoutandleanon

thecarwiththeirdrinks.Afterawhilethey

arrived.Sharonstoodbytheentranceand

waitedforthemtogetout***

Sharon:OKAY.Here'sMissLamborghiniwe've

beenwaitingfor.

***Jade,Ase,CandiceandChriswenttostand

whereSharonwas,everyone'sattentionwason

them***

Candice:Monicababe,pleasecomewithus

Monica:I'mnotgoinganywherewithyou.

Jade:Itwasn'tarequest.

***Hesaidgoingtoher***

Calvin:Bruh,Monicaismydateandthedance

isabouttostart,ifyoudon'tmind.

Jade:IthoughtSiyawasyourdate.



Chris:Monicalet'snotwasteeachother'stime

Sharon:Monicatellus,whyyou'resocruel?

Candice:You'reasnakeyaz

Calvin:OKgirls,that'snotthegoodtimeforthis.

Pleaseexcuseus.

Sharon:Ican't.Siyashouldbewearingthat

dress,drivinginthatLamborghini,lookingso

beautifulandstandingnexttoyounotthisbitch

Chris:AndI'lldowhateverittakestoseethat

happening.

Jade:Monicacomewithus

***CalvintriedtowalkbutJadeblocked

them***

Jade:Don'ttestme.

Candice:Monicatelltheguywhatyoudidto

Siya

Monica:Ididnothing



Sharon:Wow...really?That'sawesome.OhI'll

tellyouthen.Firstlyyousleptwithmyfather

becauseyouwantedtohurtme

***EveryoneroaredandMonica'stears

escaped***

Candice:Secondlyyousentamantocomeand

rapeSiya,nowshe'spregnantbecauseofyou

***CalvinlookedatMonica***

Calvin:Tellmethat'snottrueMonica

Ase:ThirdlynoonehurtsSiyaandgetsaway

withit,notonourwatch

Calvin:MONICAANSWERMEDAMMIT,DID

YOUORYOUDIDN'TDOIT?

***Monicacriedlookingathim***

Monica:Ididn'tmeanto,Iwasfoolish

Girl:Howcanonebesocrueltotheeother.

Monicaneedstobetaughtalesson



Guy:Shestoopsolow

Sharon:Monicadon'twasteourtime,come

withus.

Girl2:Womenshouldworktogetherandfight

togetherandnotdowhatthisMonicachickdid

Ase:Jade,takehertothecar

***Calvinlookedatherwithallthehate***

Calvin:Lookwhatyoumademedo.Itrusteda

snakeoversomeoneIlove.Iwillneverforgive

youMonica.Ever

***Hescreamedandwentbacktothecar.Jade

tookMonicaandputherinthecar,they

followedanddrovetoanoldbuilding.When

theygottheretheytookoffherclothesandtied

heronthepole.Shewascryingbeggingfor

help***

Ase:Bitch

Sharon:WhathasSiyadotoyou,huh?



Chris:You'reasnake

Monica:I'msorryplease,please.

Chris:Siyahasbeennothingbutgoodtoyou.A

rapeMonica?Really?Siyahasbeenhurt

thousandtimesandshelivedinapooloftears

everydaybecauseofpeoplelikeyou.You

deservetodie,littlehoe

***Jadewasbusyboilingwater,Candiceget

closetoher***

Candice:I'machildofGod,I'maChristian,but

afterallthesepainfulstoriesIheardaboutSiya

IlostmyChristianity.Ifeltthedevilinsideme

rising.You'vebeenmybestfriendandI

supportedyoubuttoday,IcursethedayImet

you.I'vebeenwatchingyoudoingbadthingsto

others.Monicayoudon'tdeserveallthis,you

deservetobeexposedandbeforgiven.People

likeyouneedtobeforgivenandthenforget

aboutthembecausetheirtimeiscoming.



Monica:I'msorry...

Chris:We'resorrytoo

Ase:Siya'spainisstrongerthanwhatJadewill

do.

Monica:Pleasedon'thurtme

***Shewascrying***

Sharon:Youknowwhat.Untieher.We'retaking

thisbitchtothepolice.Ican'thavemyhands

coveredwithherfilthyblood.

Jade:True..Candice,itstimethisbitchget

punished.IhopesherotinjailorIwon'tmind

killingyou.

***Candiceuntiedherandtookhertothepolice

station.TheytoldthemthatSiyashouldbethe

onepressingchargesagainsther.***

.

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***Iwaslayingonbedwhensomeonegently

shookme.Islowlyopenedmyeyesanditwas

Calvin.***

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?

***Calvinwascryinglookingather***

Calvin:ImessedupSiya.ItrustedMonicaso

muchoveryou.I'msorry

***Ilookedathimtotallyconfused***

Calvin:Sharon,Chrisandsomeoftheirfriends

werethere.TheytoldmeeverythingandIfelt

played.Ifeltguiltyandstupid.Ijudgedyou,I

failedtolistentoyouwhenyouweretryingto

explainthistome,Ifailedtoprotectyou,I

avoidedyourscreamsandcries,Iwastotally



blind.SiyaI'msorry

***IlookedathimandIhadnowordsatall***

Calvin:Pleaseforgiveme.Idoubtedyouand

calledyouacheaploosebitch,trustmeIregret

it.

***hekneltnexttomybedandcried***

Calvin:Ngicelaungixolelekakhokonke(please

forgivemewitheverything)

***Ijustlookedathimguys.Wordsfailedme***

Calvin:Pleasesaysomething,shoutatme,call

meafool,callmeaweakbustard,justsay

somethingplease.

***Iwasjustemotionless,Iguessthiswhole

situationmademenumb.***

Me:It'sokayIforgiveyou

***Hestoodup,heldmyhands***

Calvin:Thankyou,thankyouverymuch



Me:Itsokay

***HetriedtokissmebutIpushedhim***

Me:Pleaseclosethedoorbehindyou

***Isaidsleeping,lookingtheotherway.Judge

meallyouwantandsayI'mstupidbutguys,

we'retalkingaboutthemanwhoinsultedme,

hurtme,pushedmeaway,mademecry,chose

Monicaoverme.Hehurtmesomuch.Hedidn't

evenletmeexplain.Hetreatedmelikea

nobody.YesIforgivehimwholeheartedly

withoutadoubtbutItoohavemypride,he

can'tjustcometomebecausehefoundout

andexpectmetolethiminandactlike

everythingiswell.YesIdolovehimsomuch

butIjustcan'tbeplayedlikethat.Irefuse.After

heleft.Istoodupandwenttothekitchen.Aunt

wasbackandcooking.***

Likhona:Yougood

***Inodded**



Likhona:Fine.Tomorrowwe'llgotothemallto

getyounewclothes.

Me:Thanks

***Shesmiledandlookatme***

Likhona:You'reonyourperiods?

Me:No

Likhona:Buttheblood

***Ilookedatmyselfandbloodwasrolling

downmylegs.IlookedatauntandIjust

cried***

Likhona:HunginthereI'mcoming.

***Sherantoherroomandcamebackwithcar

keysandherhandbag***

Likhona:Let'sgo

***Iwasstillstandinginonepositionstill

crying***

Likhona:Yiza(come)



Me:Ican't

***Shecameandhelpedmewalk.Shelocked

thehouse,andwewenttothecar.Sheopened

thedoorformeandcametoherside.She

drovestraighttothehospitalandIwascrying

atthebacknotknowingwhattodo.Whenwe

gotthesheaskedasecuritytohelpher.The

guycuppedmewithbridalstyleandweran

insidethehospital.Aunttoldthereceptionist

thatI'minemergency.Theyputmeinstretcher

andtookmetotheward.Thedoctorexamined

me,myaunttoldherI'mpregnantandshe

madeascantocheckifthebabywasfine.She

sighedandlookedatmethenbacktomyaunt,I

assumeditwasbadandIcouldn'tstop

crying.***

Likhona:Iseverythingokay?

Doctor:I'llbeback

***Shewrotesomethingonherbookandwent



out.Aftersometimeshecameback***

Doctor:MissDlamini?

Likhona:Yes

Doctor:Wellshemiscarriedandherblood

pressureisveryhigh........

***ijustvanishedfrommyownthoughtsafter

that.Iheldmystomachandtobehonest,I

didn'tknowhowtofeel.Iwasfeelingsad,I

don'tknowwhyandatthesametimeIwas

feelingrelievedwhichmademefeellikeI'ma

badperson.Ijustlaidthereandhonestlydidn't

knowhowtoreact.Ijustlookedatmyauntand

myvisionwasblurry,IfeltlikeIwassuffocating

andcouldn'tbreathwell.***

"Doctorhelpher,Siya."

***Thenboomlightsoff***

INSERT54
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***Iwokeupfromthesoundsofmachines,I

slowlyopenedmyeyesbuttherewasabright

lightsoittookmesometimetofinallyopenmy

eyes.IlookedatthedoorandIsawAviwe

standingthere,nexttomybeditwasaunt

LikhonaandLuniko.Islowlymovedmyhandto

gettheirattention.Mybodywasmuchweak.

Aviwenoticedandcametome***

Aviwe:Siya

Me:W...wa...ter

***Auntpouredmewaterandhelpedmedrink

it**

Likhona:You'llbefineneh



***Isaidnothing***

Aviwe:Let'scalldoctor,Nikogocallher.

***Lunikoranoutandcamewiththedoctor***

Doctor:Howyoufeeling?

Me:Weak

Doctor:Itmustbethedrip.You'llbefine,your

highbloodpressurewashighandseemslike

themedicationishelping.

***Shesmiled****

Likhona:Siyahasbeenthroughalot,sheneeds

atherapysession

Doctor:I'lltalktosomeoneIknow,she'llsurely

helpher.

Likhona:Thankyou

Doctor:Sheneedstotakehertabletsnowafter

eatingsomething,shereallyneedstoregainher

energy.



***Shesmiledagainandbrushedmyface***

Doctor:You'reafighter

***Shethenleft.Auntgavemefoodandafter

eatingItooksomemedications***

Luniko:Ntwana

Me:Aunthaveyouthoughtabouttakingmeto

boardingschool?

Aviwe:Why?

Me:Iwannastartanewlifefar.Lifeherehas

defeatedme.

Likhona:Butyoushouldbeundermywatch

always.

Me:Pleaseaunt.Ireallyneedsomeair,Ireally

needtobeawayforsometime.Please

***Shesighed***

Likhona:I'llmakeaplan

Me:Thankyousomuch.



***AfterthatAviwehelpedmetochangeinmy

blacktracksuit,brushmyteethandthenaunt

signedsomeformsandweleft.Westartedat

Wimpytohavethebreakfastafterthatwewent

home.Itookalongshower,lotionandworea

short,vestandsandals.Lunikocametomy

roomandsatontheotherbed***

Luniko:Yourbodyisstillcute

Me:Iknowthanks

Luniko:Yousureaboutmovingtoboarding

school?

Me:Forabetterlife,yes.

Luniko:Ithinkit'sagreatideatoo.

***Ismiledathim***

Luniko:Don'tgivemeaweaksmiledude

***Ichuckled***

Me:it'sthebestIcangive.



Luniko:I'msorrySiyaforeverythingIdid.Trust

me,Iregretit.

***Ilookedathim***

Me:Forgotten,Iforgaveyoulongtimeago.

Luniko:Youhaveagoodheartyouknow?

Me:Yeahbutlifeistryingtochangethat

Luniko:Don'tletitchangethat.

***Istoodup***

Me:Doyoumindcomingoutsidewithme.

Luniko:Notatall

***HestoodupandIbumpedtomyaunt***

Likhona:Pleasecome,anofficerwantstotalk

toyou

***Officer?***

Me:Ayt

***Wewenttothelongwhereauntandaviwe



weresittingwithtwoofficers***

Likhona:That'sher

***Theotheronestoodup***

Officer1:You'reSiyasangaDlamini?

Me:Yes

Officer1:We'reheretoaskyoufewquestions,

doyoumind?

Me:Whatquestions?

Officer1:Yesterdayagroupoffriendscameto

uswithagirlcalledMonicaStuurman,doyou

knowher?

Me:Pleasesitdown...AndyesIdoknowher

***Isaidsittingnexttomyauntandtheother

officerwrotesomethingonthenotepad***

Officer1:Tellusyourrelationshipbetweenyou

two?

Me:UhmMonicawasafriend



Officer2:Whatdoyoumeanshewasyourfriend?

Me:Wewerefriendsandshebetrayedme

Officer2:Pleaseelaborate

***Itookadeepbreath***

Me:FirstlyshetoldpeopleatschoolthatIwas

aprostituteandtriedtotakeoffmyuniform

Aviwe:WHAT?

Likhona:Whydidn'tyoutellus

Me:Secondly,she...sheaskedsomeoneto

comeandrapeme

Likhona:SIYA!

Officer1:Howdidyouknowthat

Me:Sheconfessedittome.

Officer1:Didshesayhisname

Me:Jason

Likhona:I'mgoingtokillhernow



***Shesaidstandingup***

Officer2:She'satpolicestation.MissDlamini

youhavetocometoustothestationfora

statementthenpresschargesagainsther

***IlookedatAviweandshenodded***

Me:Idon'tthinkIwanttopresscharges

Likhona:No,youhaveto.Thatwhiteidiothasto

rotinjail.Siyathatgirlalmostdestroyedyou.

Me:Iknowbut

Aviwe:Butnothing.Let'sgo

***Wealllefttothestation,Iwrotethe

statementandpressedcharges.Theypromised

tofindJasonandlocktheminjail.Dayspassed

andexamswereapproaching,CalvinandI

wouldgreeteachothernothingmore.Sharon

wouldcometomyclasstocheckuponmeor

askhelpwithMaths.Somilausuallycomeover

tostudywithme.Chris,VeeandNikoalways



calltocheckuponme,auntwasover

protectiveanditboresme.Okay,Iwasgetting

dressedtomyschooluniformreadytogoto

writeEconomicsp1.Iwasmorethanready,

afterthatauntdroppedmetoschool,Calvin

wasstandingbythegate.IgreetedandwhenI

wasabouttopassheheldmyhand***

Calvin:MineAlone

Me:Ihavetogotothehall

Calvin:Canwetalk,afterwriting?

Me:Sure

***Ilookedathimandleft.WhenIgottothe

hallItookmyseatandwaitedforeveryone,I

madeashortprayer,ourinvigilatorgaveus

questionpapersandwestartedwriting.After

anhourandthirtyminuteswewerealldone,the

invigilatorcollectedourpapersandweleft***

Somila:Howdidyouwrite?



Me:Goodthanks,you?

Somila:Itried

***Welaughedandwewalkedtothegate.

Calvinwasalreadywaitingforme***

Me:Hi

Somila:Seeyoutomorrow

***Shesaidkissingmycheekandleft***

Calvin:Yougood?

Me:Yes,you?

Calvin:I'mfine.

***Thenwekeptquiet,awkward.***

Calvin:I'msorrySiyaforeverything

Me:IforgaveyouCalvin.

Calvin:Iwasafool

Me:Ofcourse

Calvin:Istillloveyou,somuch



Me:Iknow

***Helookedatme***

Calvin:Canwefixthings?

Me:How?

Calvin:Giveitatry?

Me:Howaboutwejustbecomefriends.

***HelookedatmeandIsmiled***

Calvin:You'resure?

Me:Yeah

Calvin:Fairenough

Me:CoolIgottogo

***Isaidleavinghimandtookacabhome.

Weekspassedandonlyonepapertogo.Ireally

workedhardformyexamsthough.Goodthing

isI'mgoingtoboardingschoolinNorthWest,

HoërskoolBrits.Iwassolookingforwardtoa

newlife,betterchange.Ourlastpaperwas



Englishp2.AfterwritingSomilaaskedmetogo

tohall2withher.Whenwegotthere,itwas

beautifuldecorated,learnerswereseated.We

joinedinandpeoplewereperforming,singing,

dancing,doingdrama,poems,jokes,warcries

andallthosethings.ItwasreallyfunandI

enjoyed.Wefinallyleftat18:00.Icalledauntto

fetchmeandinnotimeshearrived.WellI

enjoyedtherestofmyholidays.Aunttookme

toEasternCapeandtheyperformedaritualfor

me.Itwasfunmeetingtherestofmyfamily,

theyshowedmelove,oneoftheprieststoldme

toneverforgetprayingalways.Schoolswere

neartoopenandMatrichereIcome,notto

forgetthatI'mgoingtoNorthWest,Iwasreally

excited***
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***WewerebackinGautengandIwaspacking..

Iwasnervousatthesametimeexcitedforthe

newlife.Myauntwasspoilingmerottenforthe

pastfewdays.Lunikowasalwaysvisiting,

AviwetellingmetocallthemifIeverneed

something,Calvinpassedandgotabursary,

he'llbestudyingatWits.Iwasreallyhappyfor

him.SharonandIwerecoolthoughhermom

wasreallysick,IwishedtherewassomethingI

couldhelpwith,Iforgaveher.Afterpacking

auntcalledmetoeatsupper.Iwenttojoinher,

shedishedupforme,wemadeagracethen

dugin***

Likhona:Thishousewillbesoquietwithoutyou



Me:I'llvisiteveryholiday

Likhona:YouknowthatGrade12haslotof

work.

***Ismiled***

Likhona:I'llmisshavingyouaround.Nana

pleasetakecareofyourself,callmeanytime,

makeusproud.Takethisjourneyasanewstart

ofyourlife.Iwannaseeyouhappy.Havefun

butdon'tforgetaboutschoolandfuture.

Me:Comeonaunt,you'llmakemecry

***Shechuckledandheldmyhand***

Likhona:Iloveyouanddon'teverforgetor

doubtthat,okay?

***Inodded.Wefinishedeating,Iwashedthe

dishesthenwenttobed.Itwillbealongjourney

tomorrowsoIhavetogetenoughsleep.Before

sleepingImadeshortprayeraftermyphone

ranganditwasCalvin,Ipickeditup***



Me:Hey

Calvin:Hi,you'resleeping?

Me:Iwasaboutto

Calvin:Ijustwantedtosaygoodnight

***Ismiledandkeptquiet***

Calvin:I'llwaitforyouandIpromise.Iwantyou

toknowthatI'llalwaysbethereforyouand

***Hesighed***

Calvin:Iloveyou

***hecontinued***

Calvin:Pleasetakecareofyourself.

Me:ThanksIwill.Takecareofyourselftoo.

Calvin:MineAlonewillalwaysbeanempireI

wanttolivein.EversincesinceImetyou,you

gavemelove,happinessandthereasontolive,

Iwon'tforgetthat.SiyaCalyou'llalwaysbein

myheart.



***Iactuallysmiledbetweenmytearswhenhe

said"SiyaCal".***

Calvin:IknowI'vehurtyousobadbutbelieve

whenIsayI'llleaveeachpassingdayproving

myloveandhowsorryIamtoyou.Youbring

outthebestinmeand.....

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Listen"ifoundloveforme

Ohdarling,justdiverightinandfollowmylead

Well,Ifoundagirl,beautifulandsweet

Oh,Ineverknewyouweresomeonewaitingfor

me

Causewewerejustkindwhenwefellinlove

Notknowingwhatitwas

Iwillnotgiveupthistime

Butdarling,justkissmeslow,yourheartisallI

own



Andinyoureyes,you'reholdingmine"

***Iwassmilingandcryingatthesametime,he

reallyknowshowtosing***

Calvin:You'recrying?

Me:No

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

***Thentherewasanawkwardsilencebefore

hebreakstheice***

Calvin:Whattimeyouleaving?

Me:11am

Calvin:I'llbethereby8am.

Me:Goodnight

Calvin:Sleeptight

Me:Bye



***ThenIdroppedthecall,putmyphonein

chargeranddozeoff.Iwokeupthefollowing

dayat7am,Icleanedmyroom,brushedmy

teeth,changedbeddingthenwenttobath,

lotionandworemyMineAlonetracksuitwith

Blackandwhiteairforce.Ihadastraight-up

hairstyle.Ipackedsomeofthethingsinbag

andwenttoeat.MyauntwasstillinPJsand

makingbreakfast,Igreetedandsatonthe

kitchencounter.Thedoorbellrangshortlyafter,

auntwenttoopenanditwasCalvin.Irantohim

andhuggedhim.***

Calvin:Yougood

Me:Yes

***HewasalsowearingMineAloneNike

tracksuit***

Me:Copycat

Calvin:Noyou'rethecopycat

Likhona:You'rebothcopycats.Comeandeat,



I'mgoingtobath.

***Ismiledandwenttoeat***

Calvin:Sow.....

Me:"Baby,I'mdancinginthedarkwithyou

betweenmyarms

Barefootonthegrass,listeningtoourfavourite

song

Whenyousaidyoulookedamess,Iwhispered

underneathmybreath

Butyouheardit,darling,youlookperfect

tonight"

***Helaughed***

Calvin:Whatwasthat?

Me:I'mfinishingthatsongyousungformelast

night

Calvin:What'sthatsupposetomean?

Me:ItmeansIloveyouandIforgiveyou,I'll



missyouandyou'rethebestboyfriendever

***HesmiledandIlaughed***

Me:I'mjoking

Calvin:Mxm.Soyou'rereallygoing?

Me:Duh

***Isaidrollingmyeyes***

Calvin:I'llreallymissyouandhere.

***Hesaidtakingoutaboxfromherpocketand

handedittome***

Me:What'sthis?

Calvin:Openit

***Iopeneditanditwasadiamondnecklace.I

smiledandhuggedhim***

Me:It'sbeautiful

Calvin:Youlikeit?

Me:No,Iloveit



Calvin:I'mglad,letmehelpyouwearit

***Hetookitandhelpedmewearit***

Calvin:Youlookamazing

Me:Thankyou

***AfterthatAviweandLunikocame,they

broughtmebracelet,snacksandphotoalbum

withourphotosinit.Wewereallsentimental.

CalvinandIkissedthenauntandIleft.When

wearrivedatBritsauntstartedatmalltoget

metoiletryandclothes.WearrivedatHoërskool

Britshostelby18:34.Beforecomingoutgave

meendlesslecturesandsoon.Afterlike

foreverwefinallywentout,tookourbagsand

thehostelmanagerledusin,wesignedanddid

allthatwasneededthenwenttomydome

whichwasonthesecondfloor,auntwas

waitingformedownstairssinceshewasn't

allowedtocomeinwithme.Thedoorwasn't

closedsoIopenedandtherewasabeautiful



girlsittingontheoppositebed***

Me:H..hey

Girl:HiandyoumustbeSiyasanga?

Me:Andyouare?

Girl:I'mNatalia

Me:Nicemeetingyou

Natalia:I'vebeenwaitingforyouandImustsay

youlookreallybeautiful

Me:You'rehotyourself.OhImustgobackto

myaunt.I'llbeback

***Shesmiledandnodded.Ileftandmyaunt

stoodupwhenshesawme***

Likhona:I'llmissyou,okay?

Me:Iloveyou

Likhona:I'vesentR2000inyouraccount,I

knowitsnotenough,justcallmeifitsfinished.

Me:Thanks



Likhona:Takemeoutthen

***Iwentoutwithherandwesharedalonghug,

wewereintearsanddidn'twanttoleteach

othergo***

Likhona:Callme,okay?Anytimejustcallme.

Me:Iwill.

Likhona:SeeyouonEasterHolidays,enjoyyour

matric.

Me:Thankyou

***Shekissedmyforeheadandleft.Iwatched

herassheleavesandIhadapatonmy

shoulderandIturned***

Me:Hi

Guy:You'renewhere

Me:Yes

Guy:I'mAustin

Me:Siya



Austin:Nicename

Me:Ihavetogo.

Austin:Bye

***ThenIleftandwentbacktomydome.***

Natalia:It'stimeforasupper,let'sgo.

Me:Sure

***Iwasreallynervoustogoandmeettherest

oftheboarders.Sheheldmyhandandwewent

tothekitchen,Iregisteredmynametagthen

wenttodishup.Haveyouwalkedinanareaand

feltlikeeveryonewaswatchingyou?That's

exactlyhowIfelt.NataliaandIsatnextto

Austinandhisfriends,Iguess.Aftereatingwe

wenttoourdomes***

Natalia:Sotellmeaboutyou.

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoknowaboutme?

Natalia:Everything,whereyoufrom?



Me:Gauteng,you?

Natalia:WesternCape.

***Inodded**

Me:Howlonghaveyoubeenhere?

Natalia:Forayear.

Me:That'sgood,doyouhavefriends?

Natalia:Iusedto

Me:Why?

Natalia:It'sastoryforanotherday

***InoddedandchangedtomyPJs,switched

onmycellphoneandansweredallthe

messages,prayedandslept.Thefollowingday,

wewenttobath,domemanagergavememy

stationeryanduniformafterbathing,Ilotion

woremyschooluniformputmybooksinmy

bag.MyschoolskirtwasreallyshortbutIliked

it.AfterweweredoneNataliaandIwentto

havebreakfastandwenttositdown,after



sittingtwogirlscametous***

Girl1:Pleasemove

Me:Move?

Girl2:Thisisourplace

Me:Idon'tseeyournamespointingthat.

Girl1:Whoareyou?

Me:It'snoneofyourbusiness

Girl2:Doyouknowwhoarewe?

Me:Yeah,you'rejusttwogirlswhoareclaiming

foraseat

***IheardpeoplelaughingandIlookedandyoh

alleyeswereonus***

Girl2:Really?

Me:Yeah

Natalia:Siyalet'sgo

Me:I'mnotmoving



Natalia:Theyaredangerous

***Shesaidwhispering***

Me:Iliketakingrisks,we'renotmovingandmy

wordisfinal

***Isaidtakingaspoonandeatingmyjungle

oats***

Girl2:Bitch

Me:Ittakesonetoknowone

***Theyclicktheirtongueandleft***

Natalia:Youhaveguts

Me:I'musedtopeoplelikethem,theydon't

scareme.I'vebeenthroughworstandthese

twoarejustjokes

Natalia:Iguessyou'llhavetoteachmethat

courage

***Ilaughedatherandcontinuedeating.After

eatingwewenttoschool***
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***Whenwegottoschoolweappointedto

assemblywheretheheadmasterwelcomed

everyoneandcalledpeople'snamefortheir

classes,apparentlyIwasnotinsameclasswith

Nataliaandthatwasunfortunatebecauseshe's

theonlypersonIknow.AfterallthatIwentto

myclassroomandtookmyseatinfront,

everyoneelsecameinandourclassteacher

MrsNtuliwelcomedusaswellandwestarted

introducingourselves,wellnoteveryonewere



boarders.Iwassonervous,whenitwasmy

turnedIslowlystoodupandlookedeveryone.I

gotmorenervouswheneveryone'sattention

wasonme"Goodmorning"Isaid.***

Me:I'mSiyasangaDlamini,I'maboarderand

I'mnewhere.Ihopewe'llrespecteachother

andworktogetherasteam.Thankyou

***Itookmyseatandtheintrowascontinuing,

sadlyIwasthenewoneinclass.Afterallthat

westartedalesson,howboring?Itsstillfirst

dayatschool,can'ttheygiveusabreak?Iwas

sonotinthemoodforanylessonrightnow.

MrsNtuliwasteachingAccountingandshe'sso

slowandboring,shejustmakesmefeelsleepy.

AfteranhouritwasAfrikaanspersonthenafter

itwasBusinessStudiesbeforebreak.Iactually

enjoyedBusinessStudies,Ilovetheteacher

already,shelookedveryyoungandhave

passioninteaching,MissWilliamson.Break

timeNataliafetchedmeandwewenttothe



tuckshop.Ibumpedtosomeone***

"I'msorry"

Me:It'sfine

***IlookedanditwassameAustinguy***

Austin:Hey,wemet?

Me:Yeah,Austinright?

Austin:Andyou'reSiya?

***InoddedbeforeNataliapulledmyarmand

left***

Me:Whatwasthat?

Natalia:Stayawayfromhim?

Me:Why?

Natalia:JustdoasIsay

***IwantedtoknowwhyshouldIstayaway

fromhimbutIdidn'twannapushitanyfurther,I

wasn'treallyhungrysoIboughtapieandacan

ofcolddrink.Afterbuyingwewenttoeatnext



totheplayinggroup.***

"Lookwhatwegothere"

***Ilookedupanditwasthose2girls***

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Girl1:Wecametowarnyou

***Ilookedatherandwaitedforherto

continue***

Girl1:LeaveAustinaloneoryou'llhavetodeal

withus.

Me:DidIholdhim?

Girl2:Iseeyouhaveastinkingattitude

Me:Finallythere'ssomethingyoureyescansee.

Idon'twannachokemyselffromfood,soifyou

don'tmind,excuseus.

Girl1:Takethatwarningforsafety

Me:Mxm

***Thentheyleft.IlookedatNataliawholooked



likeshewasholdingherbreath***

Me:Theyscareyou?

Natalia:There'sjustmoreaboutAustinSiya,he

isabadguy.

Me:You'respeakingintongues,Talia.

Natalia:Justmarkmywords.

***Shesaidcontinuingwithherfood.Isighed

andatemyfoodinsilence.Iwonderwhat'sthat

aboutAustinwhichscaresNataliasomuch.

Aftereatingwetookatouraroundtheschool

andImustsay,itssobig,there'saswimming

poolarea,ScienceLab,Computerlabetc.Itwas

beautifulandreallyclean.Aftersomeminutes

thebellrangandofftoclass.Therestofthe

periodswerejustfine.Afterschoolwewent

backtohostelwhichwasabout5minuteswalk,

wegotthereandwenttoourdomes,Idecided

tocallmyauntandwespokeforsometimeon

thephone,Imustsay,Ireallydomissher.She



eventoldmethatSharon'smompassedon,I

foundmyselfcryingwhenIthoughtofthepain

Sharonmustbegoingthrough.Shereallyloves

mothersodearly.AfterspeakingIcalledSharon

butitrangunanswered,Itriedagainbutstill.So

Ichangedtoashortandalazytopwithmy

slippers.Nataliawantedtoshowmearound

anditwasveryahugeplace,wewenttoseatby

thebasketballcourtandstartedchatting.

Austinandhisfriendsapproachedusandwe

chilledtogethergettingtoknoweachother.His

friendswereBrandonandTyson.Theyreally

interestingandwehadagreatcompany.NowI

know3people,hownice?Iheardmyphone

ringingandMineAloneappearedonthescreen,

Ismiledandexcusedmyself***

Me:Hey

Calvin:Yougood?

Me:Yes,you?



Calvin:Good.Imissyou

***IsmiledandImissedhimtoo***

Calvin:Howwasyourday?

Me:Itwasfine,thanks.Yours?

Calvin:Itwasgreat.How'severythinggoing?

Me:Allgood.It'sjustapeacefulplace.

***Hekeptquietforsometime***

Calvin:IloveyouSiyasanga

***Goshthesmileonmyfacewasamillion

dollarsmileI'mtellingyou,mycheekswere

evenburningbecauseofblushing***

Me:Ihavetogo

Calvin:You'reavoidingme?

Me:No

Calvin:Youdon'tloveme?

Me:Ididn'tsaythat!



Calvin:Thensaysomething.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Okay,bye.I'llcallyouagainlater.

Me:Bye

***Thenhedroppedthecall.Ireturnedbackto

mynew"friends".Wespokeforsometimethen

wewerecalledforsupper.Weracedtoour

domestogetournametagswhichisourticket

forfood,howboring?Wereturnedtothe

kitchen,ournamesweretickedandwepassto

dishupthenwenttoeat.AftereatingNatalia

andIwenttostudy,afterwardsweprayed,

changedtoPJsandslept.Thefollowingday

wasokay,passedandIwasgettingusedtothe

newenvironment.IcalledSharonanditwasn't

soeasyonherside,losinghermotherand

dealingwithadrunkfathereachandeveryday.I

wishIwastheretosupporther,behershoulder



toleanonandmakesuresheisokay.Well

weekspassed,itwasdaybeforeValentine.

WhenlastdidIcelebrateit?IcalledCalvinand

allofasuddenhewasgivingmeacold

shoulder,everytimeIcallitseitherhetellsme

he'sbusy,notathomeorhe'stired.Hewas

evenignoringonWhatsApp,sometimeshe

wouldn'tanswermycallsnorreplytomytexts.I

washurtandconfused.Nataliasaidmaybehe's

reallybusy,varsitylifeain'tnochild'splay.

Valentine'sdaycameandstillhewasn'ttaking

mycalls.Whathurtmemostwasthathewas

onlineandstillgivingzerofuckswithme.I

wrotehimatextwhichwentlike"Happy

Valentine's,Iknowyou'rebusybutpleaseget

backtome."Heeventuallyreaditandleftitto

blueticks.MyValentinewasreallynotthebest.

IcalledSharonandtoldhereverythingandshe

saidthatshesawCalvinwithagirlatMallof

Africa.Onceagainmyheartbrokeinthousands

ofpieces.NataliasuggestedthatIshouldleave



socialmediaforawhileandkeepfocusingon

whatwillmakemyaunthappy.Itwasjusta

boringFridayandIcouldn'twaitforthedayto

endsoquickly.Wedidn'thavelessonsand

sincewehaveMuslimstheschoolwasoutat

12.ActuallyeveryFriday.Whenwegottothe

HostelAustincalledmebythesoccerground.I

wenttohimandhemadeapicnic.Iwassonot

inthemoodforitbutanywayIdidn'twanna

seemtoberudeandIjoinedin.WellonethingI

didn'tunderstandaboutAustinwasthathehad

agirlfriend,Sahiba,whotoldmetostayaway

fromAustinorIwillhavetodealwithher.Why

didn'thecallherandenjoythepicnictogether.I

stillhaverelationshipissueswiththemanIlove

dearly.Afterapicnichegavemeabraceletand

itwasreallybeautiful.Ireturnedtomyroom,

switchedonmyphoneandnothingfromCalvin.

Icheckedhislastseenanditshows8minutes

ago.***



Natalia:Youokay?

Me:Hehasn'ttexted

Natalia:Justforgetabouthim,andIseeAustin

lovesyou

Me:Andyouhatehim

Natalia:Wellatfirst

Me:Whatchanged?

Natalia:He'saniceguy

Me:ButhehasSahiba.

***Nataliarolledhereyes***

Natalia:Sahibaboresme.

Me:Bytheway,Ithinkit'sbestthisway.Iam

hereforschoolnotrunningaroundwithboys.

Natalia:Tryingtoconsoleyourself?

***Ishookmyhead***

Natalia:Okaythen.



Me:Soyou'redatingTyson?

***Shegiggled***

Natalia:Yup

Me:Nice.

***Isaidtakingmytoiletrybagandtoweland

wenttoshower.AfteralongshowerIneeded

mybedandbeautysleep***
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***Wellastheysaythatmatricisn'tanychild's



play.ThereweretoomanytaskstodoandI

workedsohard.Goodthingisschoolswere

closedandlaterauntwasgoingtofetchme,

andgotoGauteng.Iwasn'tlookingforwardto

gotherebecauseI'llseefacesIdon'twanna

see.IfCalvingaveadamnaboutmethenIwas

goingtobehappytogobuthey,thingsaren't

thesame.Thislife,peoplechangeandbewhat

theysaidthey'llneverbe.Itstruewhentheysay

firstloveislikeadrug,itgetsyouhigh.Every

timeIwakeup,thefirstthingIcheckwasmy

phonetoseeifIhadmissedcallsoranytexts

fromCalvin.Butanyway,Ineedtofocuson

what'sbestforme.NataliaandIweregoingto

BritsMalltobuyfewthingsforourselves.She

wasleavingtomorrow.Wellaftertakinga

showerIworemyrippedboyfriendjean,white

oversizedt-shirtandpeachtimberland.Icomb

myhairandtiedthemneatly.Nataliawas

wearingablackhighwaistedjean,offshoulder

marooncroptop,shehaslonghairsoshelet



themlooseandworeablacksuperstar.We

werereallyrockingit.Afterallthatwetookour

bagandoffwewenttoMall.Whenwegotthere,

westartedatLegitandsheboughtniceshades,

andfewclothes.Ididthesame,mostlywe

boughtsameclothes.Afteralongday,wewent

toMcDonald's.WeorderedBigMacs.After

eatingoffwegobacktotheHostel.Auntcalled

mewhenIgottoourdomesandtoldmeshe'll

behereanytime.IstartedpackingwithNatalia's

helpofcourse.WetookpicturestogetherandI

wassoooogoingtomissher.Shehelpedme

takemybagsdownstairsandwemetTyson

andBrandonthere.***

Brandon:MissDeeisleaving

***That'showhecallsmeandwhenIaskwhy

hesays"D"for"Dlamini"howcrazylol***

Me:I'mleavinghomelesspeoplebehind

***Welaughed***



Tyson:WellI'malsoleavingtoday,momwillbe

hereinfewhours.

***Inodded***

Brandon:Natalia,IseesinceMissDeecame

youbeenglowing.

***Welaughed***

Natalia:WellsheknowsfashionandI'm

learningfromher.

Brandon:IthoughtyouwereusingVaseline

Me:You'resick.

Brandon:We'llmissyou.Comebacksoon

Me:Iwill

Natalia:Pleasebringnicethingsforus

Me:Forgetit.

Natalia:Yousuck

***Irolledmyeyes***



Me:Ineedseawater

Natalia:For?

Me:Justtotouchit,Ineverbeentothesea

before.

***Shegiggled***

Natalia:I'llbringyousomeworrylessnunu.

Tyson:What'sgoodaboutGauteng?

Me:Justgothereandyou'llsee.

Brandon:WellatleastIlivejustrightin

Mooinooi,Idon'tneedtotravelthousandsof

KM.

Me:Aytthen

"Hey"

***Iturnedanditwasmyaunt.Iscreamedand

jumpedtoherwithahug***

Likhona:I'vemissedyoutoo.

***Iletgoofher***



Me:I'vemissedyousobad.Lookhowgood

lookingyouare

Likhona:You'vegainedhey,whatarethey

feedingyou.

Me:Solidandhealthyfood.Nojunk.

***Shelaughed***

Me:Ohmybad,guysthisismyaunt,auntthose

aremyfriends,Brandon,TysonandNatalia.

Them:Hey

Likhona:Heyguysandnicetomeetyou.Siya

goputyourbagsincar.Wedon'thaveallday.

Tyson:We'llhelp.

Me:Ohthanks.

***Theytookmybagsandwewenttoputthem

intheboot.AfterputtingemwehuggedandI

promisedtocallthemassoonasIarrive.After

allthatIgotinsideandauntofhersthenoffto

Jozii.WewerelisteningtoBalladmusicandit



mademesleepysoIdozeoff.Afteralongride,

auntwokemeupandwewerehome.Home

SweetHome.Itookmybagsandwalkedin.I

wassotiredandneededbed.Aunttoldmeto

takeashowerbeforeIgotobedandIdidjust

that.AftertakingashowerIwenttosleep,I'll

unpackmyclothesinthemorning.***

***ThefollowingdayIcalledmyfriendsand

toldthemIhadasafejourney.AfterthatIcalled

SharonandtoldherIwasaround.Shewas

excitedandtoldmeshe'llbehere.Istarted

unpacking,mademybed,brushedmyteeth,

tookabathandworesummerdressand

sandalsthenwenttoeat.Sinceauntisa

businesswomanandhavetobeatworkIwas

allaloneandbored.ItextedChrisandtoldhim

I'mbackandneededcompany.Hearrivedafter

awhileandwewatchedmoviestogetherand

startedsnacking.Heleftlateronthatday.



Nataliasentmeatextandtoldmeshewanna

videocallandIconfirmedshecancallme.After

avideocallImadesomethingtoeatandafter

eatingIcalledauntandaskedwhereshewas,

shetoldmeshe'llbeherelatercozshe's

workingovertime.OkayIchangedtoPJsand

dozeoff.IwassoboredtothepointthatIhad

nothingtodosoIdecidedtogogetsomeair

thefollowingday.Ididmyhygieneroutineand

wenttoSunnyside.AsIwaswindowshoppingI

sawCalvinhandinhandwithabeautifulgirl,

shewasreallybeautifulandIwasntcompeting.

Myheartbrokeashelookedatmewithashock

onhisface.Iturnedandranoutwithtears

runningonmyface.Iguessheranafterme

becauseheheldmyhandbeforeIjumpedthe

street***

Me:Leavemealone

Calvin:Siya

Me:Justletmego



***Isaidyankingmyarm***

Calvin:I'msorry

***Hesaidtryingtowipetearsawayfrommy

facebutImovedbackwards***

Me:You'resorry?Forwhatexactly?

***Hesighed***

Calvin:Ididn'tknowyou'reback

Me:Howwereyougoingtoknowwhenyou

keptpushingmeaway?Nophonecallnotext.

AndIseeyouhaveahotgirlfriendandyoudon't

evenhavemytime.

Calvin:Okay.Iwaswrong.Thingis,SiyaI'mnot

usedtolongdistancerelationships.

Me:Butyoupromisedmethatyou'llwaitforme.

***Isaidwipingmytearswithmysleeve***

Calvin:I'msorryforcheatingonyou.

***Ilookedathim,heactuallyadmitsthatheis



cheatingonme.WellIknewhewasbuthearing

itfromhimwaslikehetookabigknifeand

stabbedmestraightinmyheartandleftthe

knifethere,IwassomadthatIbecame

speechless.***

Calvin:I'mreallysorrySiya.

***HesoundedlikehewantedtocrysoIlooked

athimandindeedhewasteary***

Me:Why?AmInotgoodenoughforyou?

ShouldIputaweaveandmanicuresoyoucan

recognizeme?

Calvin:No,Iloveyoujustthewayyouare?

MineAlone.

***Ilookedathimwithsomuchanger***

Me:YesI'myoursalonebutyou'renotmine

alone.

Calvin:Pleaseforgiveme,I'llmakethingsbetter,

I'llmakeituptoyou.



Me:How?Dumpingthegirl?

Calvin:Yes

***Everyonepleasebalancemehere.Isthisguy

serious?Imeanforreal,isheseriousabout

life***

Me:Yeahright,letmego.

Calvin:Ican't,ifIletyougo,I'llregretitforthe

restofmylife.

Me:Yourgirliswaitingforyouinside.Go.

Calvin:Idon'tcare

Me:Calvinletmego

Calvin:Ican't.

Me:Leavemealone

Calvin:Ican't

***Iwasgettingangry***

Me:Youclaimthatyoulovemeyetyouchose

heroverme.She'sbeautifulandwhatamIto



her?Youwerenotansweringmycalls,you

weren'treplyingtomytexts,Ilookedlikeafool.

Youmademelooklikeafool.Iwaitedand

waitedandwaitedbutnothingfromyou.

Calvin:IwasblindSiya.Pleaseforgiveme.

***Ilookedathim,isheserious?Ihatehow

muchIlovehim.Idon'tseemyselfwith

someoneelsebuthim.Hewasactuallycrying

andfeltsobad.Iwipedhistearsandheldhim

sotight.JudgemeallyouwantandsayI'ma

foolbutIreallylovehim.Aheartwantswhatit

wantsandIshouldgiveititsfood.Afteralong

hug,hesmiledatmeandwewalkedtohiscar.

Hedrovetohishouseandwhenwegotthere,

therewasnoone.Wewalkedtohisroomand

closedthedoor.Nothingmakesmehappythan

beingwithhimrightnexttohim.Iknowy'all

havethingstosaybutIdon'tcare.

HecameclosetomeandIcouldfeelhisbreath

onmyneck****



Me:Don'tdothat

***Hesmiledandliftedmetothebed.He

lookedatmeintheeyeandlookedlikehewas

searchingforsomething.Itriedtomovebuthe

pressedhimselfontopofme.Hetookmy

handsandholdsthemtightlyovermyheadand

goodIwascompletelystuck.Hebroughthis

faceclosertomyfaceandmyheartstarted

beatingfasterandsodoesdownthere,what?

Don'tlookatmelikethat.Hisdickwastoo

pressedagainstmyhoneypotanditsverybig.

HeslowlykissedmeandIreallydidmissedhis

kisses.Hisotherhandwasgoingupanddown

onmylegsuntilittouchedthespotblack

continuedrubbingmyhoneypot.Idon'tknow

whatdoyoucallthatfeelingbutitwasstrange

andexciting.Aftersometimehestoppedand

lookedatmeHiseyeswereredandvery

small***

Calvin:Iloveyou



Me:Iloveyoutoo

***Thenheperkedmylipsandgotoffonme***

Calvin:Sowhendidyouarrive?

Me:Daybeforeyesterdayatnight.

Calvin:Ng'yakuthandayezwa(Iloveyou,okay)

Me:Yebo(Yes)

Calvin:MineAlone

***Igiggledandwewalkedout.Heactuallytook

mehomeandbeforeIgotoutwespokefor

sometimeinthecarandthenleft.Ifoundaunt

layingonthecouchwatchingtv.Igreetedand

joinedher.****

***DayspassedandIwasgoingtothepark

withCandice,SharonandAsemahle.Whenwe

gotthereweplacedablanketandputsnacks

downandstartedlisteningtomusicwhile

chatting,therewerebunchofpeoplenotfar



fromwhereweweresittingandCalvinwas

standingwithagirl,Ididn'ttakeasecondlook

atthem***

Ase:MrSiyaCalneverstopshey

***Ijustfakedalaughterandtooka

strawberry.***

Sharon:Varsitychangepeople.

Me:Yeahright.

Ase:SorrySiya,you'renotwinning

***I'mnotwinningwhat?.Ilookedatherand

lookedwhereshewaslooking.Ididn'tknow

whethertocryorjustrun.Hewaskissingthe

samegirlandIstoodupandranfarfrom

everyoneelse.IfoundaspotandIcried.Itook

myphoneandsenthimatexttellinghimhow

muchIhatedhimthendeletedhisnumber,I

didn'texplainwhysohecalledmeshortlyafter

hegotthemessage.Iwassomadathimfor

makingmeafool.Myvoicewashuskyfrom



cryingsoIdidn'tpickitup.LaterthatnightI

didn'teatanysupperandwenttobedwitha

brokenheart.Thefollowingday,Sharonasked

mewhathappenedandItoldherIdumpedhim.

ShewasactuallyhappythatIdid.***
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***Iwokeupthefollowingday,mademybed,

dragmyfeettothebathroom.Ilookedmyself

onthemirrorandmyeyeswereswollenand



puffy.Iwashedmyfaceafterbrushingmyteeth

thenwenttothelounge.Myheartalmost

jumpedtomythroatwhenIsawtheperson

seatednexttoaunt"Siya"Shesaidstandingup

withthemostirritatingsmile,Ilookedather

thenbacktomyaunt***

Me:Ufunantoniapha?(Whatdoyouwanthere?)

Nonhle:Please,canwetalk

***,Ijuststoodinonepositionandfoldedmy

arms***

Nonhle:PleaseThando.

Me:Quick,Idon'thaveallday

***Sheswallowed***

Nonhle:I'msorry,trulyspeakingIregretallthe

thingsI'vedone.IknowI'mthelastpersonyou

wanttotalktobut,baby,ndixolele(forgiveme)

***Shelookeddownandtearsescapedhereyes,

mxm.She'sfakingitIknow***



Nonhle:Iwaspossessedbythedevil

Me:Youcannotalwaysblamedevilin

everything,Nonhle.

***Myvoicewascalmandlow***

Nonhle:Iknow,pleaseforgiveme.

Likhona:KhowutshokeaphaLeandra,ungu

Nonhle?(TellmeLeandra,areyouNonhle?)

Nonhle:YesI'mNonhle

Likhona:IsSiyayourbiologicaldaughter?

Nonhle:Where'sthisquestionleading?

Likhona:Answerme.

Nonhle:Yes

Likhona:Really?

***Shelookedatmeandthenbackto

Likhona***

Likhona:Afriendofminedidsomeresearch

aboutyou.YouandNonhlearebasicallytwins.



***NonhlelookedatherconfusedandIwasso

notinterestedinthis***

Nonhle:Ionlyhaveonebrotherandneverhada

twinbefore.IleftthecountrywhenSiyawas4

yearsold,afriendofminehelpedmefakemy

deathbecauseIwasrunningawayfrom

Nolubabalo.WhenIescaped,Iwasonlymonths

pregnanttoNtando.

***Myheartachedwhenshementioned

Ntando'sname.***

Nonhle:WhenIcameback,later,Ifoundout

thatNolubabalowasmarriedtomyhusband

andwhenIreturnedbackanoldfriendtoldme

Andile'sdeath.

***Shewipedtearsonherface***

Nonhle:IfearedforSiya'slifeandwellbeing

becauseIknewthatNolubabalowasgoingto

hurther.WhenNtandotoldmeonedaythathe

sawagirlthatlookedlikeme,Ibegantohope



thatI'llfindheroneday..

***Shekeptquietlikeshewasthinking***

Nonhle:Thenagainoneday,Igotacallfrom

NolubabalotellingmethatshefoundSiyafrom

afriendTerryorwhateverhisnamewasand

she'sinhospital.Iwashappy,veryhappy.

Seeingherlayingthereonthehospitalbed

broughttearsonmyfaceaftersomanyyears

withouther..Shewasallinmymindeachand

everyday,Iprayedforherallday.IfeltlikeGod

hasgivenmeasecondchancetobeamother

toheragain.

Likhona:Butyoufailedtousethatchance,right?

Nonhle:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatreally

happenedtome.

***IrolledmyeyesandIwassobored***

Nonhle:Siya,believemewhenIsayIdon'tknow

whathappenedtome



Me:It'sokayNonhle.CanIgonow?

Nonhle:Siy....

Me:I'mreallynotinthemood.Ihavetogobath

***Iturnedandleftbeforeshesaidanything.

Thenervethatwomanhasforcominghereand

pouralltheliesandthinksI'llfeelsorryforher.

Mxm.WhenIgotintomyroomIswitchedon

mycellphoneandIhad8missedcallsfroman

unsavednumberandamessagewhichIdidn't

bothermyselffromreadingitbecauseIknow

it'sCalvin.Ididallthehygieneroutines,lotion

andworeagreysweatpantsandaWhiteT-shirt

withwhiteall-star.IdidbraidsyesterdaywhenI

wastakingawalktothemallwithSharon.

AfterthatItookmyphoneandwenttothe

swimmingpoolarea.Iwassoboredand

neededsomecompany.IcalledChrisandhe

came,Ilovehowhealwaysmakestimeforme.

AfterbondingheleftandIreturnedinthehouse.

DaypassedandyupIwasgoingbacktoNorth



West.I'vebeenignoringCalvin'scallsand

messages,eventuallyhestoppedcallingandI

washappythathedid.WhenIgottoschoolI

foundNataliaunpackingherstuff.She

screamedwhenshesawmeandIscreamed

toohuggingher.Ireallydidmissthissoul***

Natalia:MyLief(MyLove)

Me:Skat

Natalia:ImissedyousomuchIjustcouldn't

waitforthisday.

***Ismiledputtingmybagsonmybed.Iwasso

lazytounpack***

Me:Youdid?

Natalia:Yesssss

Me:Thenproveittome

Natalia:How?

***Ismiled***



Me:Unpackmystuff

Natalia:Iwasjoking,Inevermissedyou.

***Sheturnedandcontinuedunpacking***

Me'Mxm.IsTysonandBrandonback?

Natalia:Yeah

Me:I'llgoandask,Iknowtheywon'tsayno.

***ShelaughedandIwentouttoGuy'shostel.I

wasnotallowedtogothroughsoItextedTyson

andtoldhimtocomeoutwithBrandon.AsI

waswaitingAustinappearedlookinglikea

mess.Hiseyeswerepuffyandredlikehewas

crying.Ilookedathimashepassedwithout

greetingme.TysonandBrandoncamedown

andtheywerehappytoseeme.Welltheyfirst

refusedtounpackmystuffbutmypuppyface

madethemgivein.Afterunpackingwelay

down***

Me:What'sgoingonwithAustin?



Brandon:He'sgoingthroughsomeroughpatch

Tyson:Hismotherandyoungsisterwereins

caraccidentthisholidayandunfortunatelythey

didn'tmakeit.

***IfeltsadforAustin,shame,itmustbe

difficultforhim.Icannotevenimaginethepain

he'sgoingthrough***

Me:Ican'tevenimaginethepain

Natalia:It'ssad.Whydon'tyougoandseehim

Me:Me?

Brandon:Ithinkthat'sagreatidea

Me:Ha.Iwon'tmanage,I'lljustcrywithhim.

***Theylaughed***

Natalia:SoyouandCalvinaredone?

Tyson:Who'sCalvin?

Me:Yeahwebrokeup

Tyson:Siya...



Me:NonomorequestionsTy.

***Hechuckled***

Brandon:MissDeejustgototheguy.

Me:Aiiokay

***Istoodupandleft.WhenIgottohisdomeI

knockedandheopenedonthethirdknock***

Austin:They'renothere

Me:Uhm,actuallyIcametoseeyou.

***HestoodonthesideandIcamein***

Me:Where'sSahiba?

Austin:Ihaven'tseenher

***Inoddedsittingontheotherbed***

Me:Iheardwhathappenedtouhm

***Iclearedmythroat***

Austin:Yeahandyou'reheretofeelsorryforme?

Me:No,Notreally.Ijustcametoletyouknow



thatIcare,weallcareaboutyou.Ifyouneed

anythingdon'thesitatetoaskandI'llbethere.I

feelyourpaintoo

***Herolledhiseyesandsatdown***

Austin:Whatdoyoureallyknow,princess?You

knownothingaboutthepainI'mgoingthrough

becauseyou'reaspoiltbrat

***Okay,whereisthiscomingfrom?***

Me:ImeanitAustin.Iknowyourpain

Austin:Letmeguessyoulostyourmotherand

youngsistertoo?

Me:Yes.

***Helookedatmeandstoodup***

Austin:Yeahright.

Me:Ilostmyfatherandyoungbrother.My

motherdidn'traiseme,shefakedherdeathand

lefttoUKwhenIwas4yearsold.



***HelookedatmeandtearsrolleddownHis

cheeks***

Me:I'msorrythatyou'regoingthroughsomuch

pain.BelievemewhenIsay,Ifeelyou.

Austin:Ikeepseeingtheircold,lifelessbody

everytimeIclosemyeyes.Itfeelslikea

nightmarethatIwishsomeonecouldwakeme

upandtellmethisisjustabaddream.

***Igotclosetohim***

Me:ItwillbeokayAustin.Allwillbewell.It

mighttakeyearstoforgetaboutitbutitwill

pass.

Austin:SometimesIdon'tseethereasontolive

anymore.

Me:Where'syourfather?

Austin:He'sincoma

***Ifeltbadforasking.Inoddedwipingtearson

hisface***



Me:Bestrong.I'llgiveyousomespace

***Heheldmyarm***

Austin:Don'tleavemealone,please.Staywith

me

***IlookedathimandallIregisteredwasa

brokenman,drowninginpain.Ipitiedhimand

wishedtherewassomethingIcoulddotomake

himholeagain.***

Me:I'msosorry

***Iwhisperedsoloudandmadehimswallow

hard***

Austin:Areyouhavingafeelingrightnow?

***Hechuckledathisdumbquestionsittingon

thebed.Isatontheoppositebedfacinghim***

Austin:Thanks

***Aftersayingthatthedooropenedanditwas

Sahiba.***



Sahiba:Siya

Me:Sahiba

***Isaidstandingup***

Me:Iguessthat'smycuetoleave.Bestrong

Austin:Thanksagain

***Hesmiledwarmlyatme***

Me:ByeSahiba

***ShejustfakedsmileandIleftthemthere.

WhenIgottomyroom,Ifoundnoonethereso

Ithrewmyselfonthebedandswitchedonmy

cellphone.CalvinsentmeatextonWhatsApp.I

justdidn'tbotherviewingitandloggedout.

AfterawhileSahibagotintomyroomwithout

evenknocking***

Sahiba:Thenerveyougot,bitch

Me:Gobackandcomebackwhenyouknow

howtoknock.



Sahiba:SoyoucameallthewayfromEastern

Capetotakemyman.HellnoIwouldnever

allowthat.

Me:I'msonotinthemoodforanyarguments.

Ifyoudon'tmind,usethewayyouusedtocome

hereandleave.

Sahiba:S....

Me:Justleave

***Istoodup,openedthedoorforherandshe

left.IbangthedoorandwenttoInstagram.The

firstpostIsawwasCalvin's,heactuallyposted

apicofmeandhimwearingmatching

tracksuitsandkicksthenunderneathhewrote

"MyHeartBelongsHere"Mxm.Thisguyhas

nervesyohthelikeshegotandcomments.I

justloggedoffanddozeoff***

Cont
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***Lateronthatday,Iwokeupandfound

Nataliafixingherschooluniformandbooks.I

checkedthetimeanditwasalmosttimefor

supper.***

Me:I'mhungry

Natalia:Thoughtasmuch,Iboughtsome

goodies.

Me:We'renotgoingtothekitchen?

Natalia:I'mtiredofthatfood.Sodigin.

***IsmiledreachingfortheRoman'sPizzabox



andhmmmthesmellofjustmadememore

hungry.Itook2sliceandputthemontheside

platewehadandacanofcolddrink.After

eatingIfixedmyschooluniform,putmyphone

inthechargerandwenttobath.AfterbathingI

woremyPJsandthengottobedandslept.The

followingday,Nataliawokemeupandwewent

totakesshower,itwasfullypackedinthe

bathroomsoweusedsameshower.After

takingashowerwebrushedourteeth,lotion

andworeourschooluniform.Itiedmybraids

neatlyandwewerecalledforbreakfast,I

grabbedmybagandphonebeforeleaving.We

weresittingwithTysonandBrandon,Austin

waswithSahiba.Afterhavingbreakfastwe

headedtoschool.Schoolonfirstdayisalways

boring.Thebellranganditwastimeforour

schoolreports,wellIknewIdidwellandyesI

didwell,got4AsbutIwasexpectingmore

fromthat.ThefactthatIdidn'tapplytoany

universitywasstressingmealotandhonestlyI



don'tevenknowwhichuniversityIwannagoto.

Everyonewasexcitedandotherswerefine,

Natalia,TyandBrandondidwelltoo.Wedidn't

evenhavelessonsforthatday,thankGod.I

wasseatedinclasschattingwithmyaunt,

tellingherhowwellIdidatschool.Shewas

happyformeandtoldmetokeepupthegood

work.MyphoneranganditwasNataliatelling

metocomenexttothecomputerlab.Ididand

onmywayIpassedSahibawithherfriends.

SheclickedhertonguebutIlaughedshaking

myhead.SoeverywhereIgoIbecameathreat.

Letthemchill,I'mnotabouttakinganyone'sbae

here.WhenIgottherewestartedchilling,

snackingtakingsomepics.Therestoftheday

wasokayanditwasschoolout.WhenIwasby

theschoolgatewithNatalia,Austingrabbedmy

handaside***

Me:Jeezbruh

Austin:I'msorry,canyoucomewithme?



Me:Where?

Austin:I'vegotasurpriseforyou.

***Ilookedathimandhemadeapuppyface***

Me:Thatpuppyfacewon'twork

Austin:Okay,pleasecomewithme.

Me:Okaylet'sgo

***Hesmiledandgavemehishand***

Me:Yourgirlfriendisonesickbitch.SoIdon't

needcrutches,Icanwalkbymyself.

***Hechuckledandwewenttohisroom.He

puthisbaginsidethewardrobeandIputmine

onthebed***

Me:Sowassup?

Austin:That'sanicenecklace

***ItoucheditanditscrazyhowInevertookit

offsinceCalvingaveme***

Me:Thanks



Austin:Thatbracelettoo

***Ilaughed***

Austin:I'mgladyoutookit.

Me:Enoughnow.

***Hetookoutadairymilkbubbleschocolate

andhandedtome***

Me:Owww,thanks.Butdon'tyouthinkyou

shouldbegivingittoSahiba

***HechuckledandGavemehisfirstterm

resultswhichisbad***

Me:Bruwhat'shappening?

Austin:I'mnotimpressed.Pleasehelpme

improvemymarksorIwon'tgotouniversity.It

hasalwaysbeenmymom'sdreamtoseemein

VarsityandIwannamakeherdreamcometrue.

***Isighedgivinghimbackhisresults***

Me:IcanonlyhelpwithMathsandBusiness



Studies.Therest,you'llhavetofindsomeone

else.IknownothingaboutLifeSciencesand

Geography.

Austin:Thanks.

Me:Great.I'llhavetogo,thanksforthe

chocolate.

Austin:Canyougowithtoseemydadin

hospitaltomorrow.

***Ilookedathimwithmyeyespoppedout***

Austin:Please

Me:Surethen.Bye

***Irushedtothedoorandleft.Bumpingto

Sahibaisawkwardhey,Ishouldberespecting

herrelationshipwithAustinnotdroolingaround

withhim.WhenIgottomyroomIfoundNatalia

studying.Itookmyphoneandhad4missed

callsfromAviwe.Itriedcallingherbutitwent

straighttovoicemail,Itriedagainbutstill.I



calledLunikoanditrangunanswered,strange.I

decidedtocallAuntandvoicemail.Eh.Myhead

startedachingandIignoreditanddecidedto

sleep.Icouldn'tsleep,soIdecidedtowakeup.

Iwasfeelingdizzy***

Me:Natalia

"PRAYSIYASANGA"

Me:Natalia!

"THANDAZASISI"("PRAYSIS")

Natalia:SIYA

***Shejumpedonthechairandcametome

whileIfellonthefloorwithmyhandonmyears

screaming***

Natalia:Si....HELP!

***IclosedmyeyestightandallIcouldsee

wasmyaunt'scarlayingupsidedown****

Me:AUNT!



***Iscreamedwithtearsrollingdownmy

cheeks***

"Siya"

Me:AUNT!

***Thehostelmanagerchasedeveryoneout

andclosedthedoor.****

Me:AUNT!

H.manager:Siyalistentome.Calmdown,I'm

herenow.

***Iopenedmyeyesandthevisionwasblur

fromtearsfilledinmyeyes***

H.manager:It'sokay.Calmdown

***Shesaid,wipingtearsonmyface.Mybody

wasweaksoshegavemewatertodrink***

H.manager:Youokay?

***Inodded***

H.Manager:Whathappened?



***Ishruggedandaskedforaspace.Sheleft

andItookmyphone,dialledmyaunt'snumber

anditwentstraighttovoicemail.Ijusthopeand

prayeverythingisfine.Aftersometime,Natalia

withTysoncameinfollowedbyAustin***

Natalia:You'reokay?

Me:Iguess

Natalia:Youscaredme

Me:I'msorry.

***Austinhelpedmeupandtookmetobed***

Austin:Wowyourbirthmark

***Hesaidlookingatthebirthmarkonmy

waist***

Tyson:Stranger,itlookslikeacross

Natalia:Itisacross

***Shesaidtakingacloselookatit,honest

truth,IneverthoughtitwasacrossbutIfound



itcute****

Austin:Wantsomethingtoit?

***Ishookmyheadandlayonbedlookingthe

otherway.What'sgoingonwithmeallofa

sudden?***
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Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Dad:Thandazasisi(Praysis)Youraunt'slife

isn'tyourhands.

Me:Idon'tunderstand.



Dad:Ifthere'sanyonetosaveher,Siyasanga,it

isyou.

Me:Me?Whyme?

Dad:PraySiyasangabeforeitistoolate.

Me:ButI....

Dad:PraySiyasanga,Pray.

Me:Dad,don'tgo

Dad:Pray

Me:Tatasundishiya(Daddon'tleaveme)...

Tata..TATA!(DADDY!)TATA!(DADDY!)

"Siya,Siyawakeupyou'redreaming"

***IjumpedandIwassweat.Nataliawas

holdingmyhandandshelookedalot

worried***

Natalia:It'sjustadream

Me:Isawhim

Natalia:Who?



Me:Myfather..Natalialet'sgettoourknees

andprayplease,Ifeelthere'ssomethingbad

happening.

Natalia:What'swrong?

***Isaidnothingandwentdownonmyknees.

AsIclosedmyeyes,thedooropenedanditwas

themanager***

H.Manager:Siyasanga.

Me:Hi

H.Manager:Pleasepackyourfewclothes,

someoneisheretofetchyou.

Me:Who?

H.Manager:Arelative.It'sanemergency.

***IlookedatNataliathenbacktoher.Inodded.

Afterpackingmystuff,Nataliahelpedme

downstairswiththem.Aviwewasseatingon

thechairwaitingforme***

Me:Vee



***Shejumpedtomewithahugwhilecrying.I

wasconfused***

Me:What'swrong?Where'sAunt?

Aviwe:Hospital

***IlookedatherandtherewasanexpressionI

couldn'tread,anditjustterrifiedme.Iwasn't

angrynorsurprised,nordisapproved,nor

horrified,norsentimentalthatwassupposeto

happen.Isimplystaredatherfixedlywiththat

peculiarexpressiononmyface***

Aviwe:Siya,Nana.

***Shecried***

Aviwe:She'sgonnadie,she'sincoma

***Ilookedatherwithnoemotionsatall***

Aviwe:Aren'tyougonnasayanything?

Me:Iwannaseeher

***Isaidleavingandheadingtothecar.Natalia



followedwithbagsandputthemontheback.I

satonthepassenger'sseatandwaitedfor

Aviwetocomeinside.Shegotinandstarted

theengine.Thejourneywasquietandlong.We

startedatthehospitalandthedoctor

approachedus***

Doctor:WehavetriedourbestandIthinkits

bestweswitchoffthemachines.

Aviwe:Already?No.Notnow.Likhonawillwake

up

Doctor:Shehadaninternalbleedingonher

headandthatalsoaffectedthebrain.

***Aviwelookedatmeandswallowedhard***

Me:CanIseeher?

Doctor:Sure,thisway.

***Wefollowedhertoherwardroom.Thereshe

waslayingonthebed,herheadwaswrapped

withabandage.Therewasasmallcutonher



forehead***

Me:Canyouleavemewithherplease.

***Theynoddedandleft.Islowlywalkedtoher

andheldherhand***

Me:GodIcometoyouboldlyandaskyouto

pleasespareherlife.Ifyougivebackherlifeto

us,I'llgiveminetoyou.Pleasesaveherand

bringherback.

***Iclosedmyeyesandsqueezedherhand,I

startedpraying,therewasacoldherwhichwas

blowingsohardandmademesuffocatealittle.

Afteritfeltlikeforever,IsaidAmenandthe

machinestartedbeeping.Thenurseandthe

doctorcameinandpushedmeout.Iwasnow

cryingnotknowingwhattodo***

Me:AUNT!

Aviwe:It'sOkay.

Me:She'sgonnadieAviwe.



***Sheputmyheadonherchestandgently

brushedmyback***

Me:MymomleftmewhenIwasonlyfouryears,

Aviwe.Onlyfouryears.DaddiedwhenIwas14

years,NtandoleftmeandnowLikhona?No,I

refuse.AviwewhatdidIdokanti?Somany

peopleintheworldwhyallofthisishappening?

Isitnotenough?

Aviwe:It'sokayNana.Kuzolunga.(Itwillbefine)

Me:When?WhenIdie,perhaps?

Aviwe:Tellyouwhat

***Shesaidlookingatme***

Aviwe:Whenthingsgetbetter,itwillbelike

nothingbadhaseverhappened.

***Ikeptquietandshewipedtearsonmy

face***

Aviwe:Comehere

***Wewenttothefemalebathroomsandwe



stoodinfrontofthemirror***

Aviwe:Canyoutellmewhatdoyousee?

Me:Iseeabrokensoulwithoutanypurposein

life.

***Shesmiled***

Aviwe:YouknowwhatIsee?

***Ishookmyhead***

Aviwe:Iseeastrong,beautiful,braveand

intelligentgirl.IseeaPrincess,Iseeavaluable

diamond,Iseeanangel.

Me:That'swhatyousee?

Aviwe:Yes.

Me:Butwhydon'tIseeit?

Aviwe:Becauseyou'veletpaintobeapartof

you.

***Ilookedatherandshekissedmy

forehead***



Aviwe:Let'sgo

***Wewentbacktothewardandthedoctor

toldusthatweshouldcomebacktomorrow

becausetherewerenochanges.Onourway

home,Aviwe'shometobespecific,westarted

atMcDonald'sthenwenthome.Whenwegot

there,Lunikorantomeandhuggedmeso

tight***

Me:You'rekillingme,bruh

***Hechuckled***

Luniko:Imissedyou,somuch.

Me:ToobadIdidn't

"Aviwe,you'rebackalready?"

***itwasSibahle***

L'smom:Siyasanga,It'sbeensolongmychild.

Howareyou?

Me:FineIguess



L'sMom:How'sshe?

***ShewasaskingAviwe***

Aviwe:Same,thoughthemachinesstarted

makingsomesounds.Itreallyscaresme.

L'sMom:MayGodbringherbacktous.

***Shesaidclosinghereyesthenopened

them***

L'sMom:How'sschool?

Me:Fine.Ineedtoliedownabit.

L'Mom:Youstillrememberyouroldbedroom,

right?

***Inodded,shesmiledandLunikowalkedwith

metothebedroom.WhenIgotthere,Ithrew

myselfonthebed***

Luniko:She'llbefine,Siya.Yourauntisafighter.

***Igavehimalazysmileandyawned,Iguess

hesawthesignandleftme.AfterheleftItook



ablanketandslept.Iwokeuplateron,tooka

bathandchangedtoPJsthenwent

downstairs.***

Me:Hey

LsDad:Angel

Me:I'mstarving,what'sforsupper?

Luniko:Me

L'sMom:Haiwena

Luniko:I'mkidding,itsabouttogetreadyI

suppose.

Me:Where'sVee?

Luniko:Calledtohospital

***Inoddedwithmymindracingandtears

threatening***

L'sMom:EverythingwillbealrightMamakhe.

Me:Yeah

***Thenafterthemaidcalledustocomeand



eat.IwaseatingalittlebecauseIlostmy

appetite.AftereatingIswitchedonmyphone

andhadamissedcallfromCalvin.IknewthatI

wasn'tgonnaignorehimforeverbutIknowthat

talkingtohimwillsoftenupmyheartandend

uptakinghimback.Iexcusedmyselfandwent

tomybedroom.Imadeashortprayer,asking

Godtosavemyaunt.AfterthatIcalledCalvin

andhepickeduponthe4thring***

Calvin:MineAlone

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Calvin:Ohwassup?How'sschool?

Me:Good

***Isaidrollingmyeyes***

Calvin:Iknowyou'rerollingyoureyes.

Me:Idon'thaveenergyfordoingthat.

Calvin:Whyyou'resocold?

Me:Becauseyou'resohot



***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Preparingtosleep.

Calvin:Okay.

Me:Bye

***Icutthecallanddozeoff.Thefollowing

morning,Iwokeup.Putmyphoneincharger,

madebed,brushedmyteeth,washedmyface

andwenttodownstairs.Lunikowasinlounge

watchingTValone***

Me:Morning

***Igreetedmakingmywaytothekitchen.It

smelledsoamazingandmadememore

hungry***

Luniko:ImadeanOmelette,onionringsand

somechips

Me:Yeahright,Iknowyoudidn't.



***Hechuckledandtookmyfoodonthe

warmerandhandedtome.Itookaforkand

knifeandsatdown.Ihadabiteandwowthe

tastewasawesome***

Me:Whocookedthis?

Luniko:Me.Iusedtorecipemomtaughtme

andthoughtofsurprisingyou.

Me:Nicesurprisedude.

***Hesmiled***

Me:Where'sVee?

Luniko:Shedidn'tcomebackyesterday

Me:Why?

Luniko:Idon'tknow.

Me:Didshesayanythingaboutmyaunt?

***Heshookhishead***

Me:I'llgotakeabath.I'llhavetogo.

***Isaidstandinguprunningupstairstobath.I



justworeablackandwhitetracksuitandkicks,

tookmyphoneandstuffandLunikoinsistedto

takeme.WhenwegottothehospitalIfound

Aviwestandingbythewardroomdoorwith

bloodshoteyes.***

Aviwe:It'stoolate,Sanga

Me:Toolateforwhat?

***Shesaidnothingandwalkedout.Lunikoand

Ilookedateachotherandwaitedforthe

doctors,whensheapproachedwestoodupand

wenttoher***

Me:Whathappenedtomyaunt?

Doctor:I'msorryyoungladybutwetriedourb....

Me:DON'TTELLMEABOUTTRYING?ISMY

AUNTDAMOKAY?

Doctor:Calmdown.

Me:NO!NOICANNOTCALMDOWN.YOU

KILLEDHER,DIDN'TYOU?



***Isaidcrying***

Me:SHEWASGONNAWAKEUP,IKNOW.YOU

KILLEDHER

Luniko:Siyapleasecalmdown,let'shearthe

doctorout.Letherexplainplease.

Doctor:Thankyouyoungman.Yourauntwasin

averytragicaccidentandhadaneternal

bleeding.

Me:TellmesomethingIdon'tknow,please.

Doctor:Sheshouldbefine,shewokeupyet

thereshe'sstillunstable.Itmighttakeher

weekstoforhertofinallybecomestableagain.

She'safighter.

***Ismiledbetweenmytearsandhugged

Lunikosotight***

Me:She'ssavedNiko.She'sgonnabealright.

Doctor:Excuseme.

***SheleftusandLunikowipedmytears***



Luniko:Iknewshe'safighter.

Me:Icannotimaginelifewithouther,Iwasn't

gonnabeabletobreathnomore

Luniko:It'sokay.

***Heembracedmeandafterweaskedtosee

her.Whenwegotin.Shewasstillsleeping.I

heldherhandswithtearsrollingonmy

cheeks.***

Me:Istillneedyouaunt.Pleasecomebackto

me.Please.

INSERT60

.

.

.

.

.

.



★SIYASANGA★

***Thefactthatmydearestaunthaswokeup

fromthecomaisthebestfeelingever.Ican't

imaginewhatwouldIbewithouther,she'smy

strengthandmyhappiness.IguessIwas

gonnadiealongwithher.Iwasgoingbackto

schoolsinceIdon'twanttobebehindwith

schoolwork.Andthemidyearexamsare

approaching.LatelyI'vebeenhavingdreams

aboutLeandragivingmeherheart,whatfor?

Everythingaboutthatwomanbringshivers

downmyspine.IwonderwhyGodgaveme

suchamother.Shejustmakesmyskinitchy.

Okaybacktothestory,Iwasdonepacking,

doneeating,fromseeingmyauntandshe's

gettingbetter.AviweandLunikoweretheone

takingmetoschool.WhenLuniko'sdadfinish

puttingmystuffinthebootwesaidour

goodbyesandsharedhugsthenleft.Onmyway

Calvincalled,Ididn'twanttopickitupbuthim



notgivingupmademeanswerthephonecall.I

putitonmyearsandwaitedforhimtostart

talking.***

Calvin:Siya

Me:Hmm

Calvin:Whereareyou?.

Me:School

Calvin:You'reabadliar,youknowthat.

***Isaidnothing***

Calvin:Whydidn'tyoutellmeyou'reback?

Me:WhyshouldItellyou,Ididn'tcometoyou,

so?

Calvin:Isthatso?

Me:EishCalvinI'mnotinthemoodrightnow.

Bye

***Icutthecall,I'mnotgonnaexplainashxtto

him,who'she?.AftercuttingthecallInoticed



thatLunikowaslookingatmethroughthe

mirror***

Me:What?

Luniko:Relationshipproblems?

Me:Don'tstartneh?

Aviwe:HaiiSiyalamakhwenkwewenu

akazunibhadlisa.(NoSiya,theseboyswon't

makeyousane)

Luniko:Itoldyou,cometome.

Me:Killmefirst.

***Hechuckled***

Aviwe:JustgetdonewithschoolSiya,

sometimestheseboyswillbringlotofstress

andendupforgettingaboutschool.

Luniko:LeavetheseboysSiyaandcometome,

I'maman.

Aviwe:IfSiyayouwantAIDSyoucandatehim.



Luniko:WhosaidIgotAIDS?

Aviwe:Isaidso.Ihaven'tseensuchawhoring

maninmylife.Howmanygirlsdidyou

introducetouseinaweek.

Luniko:You'restillthere.

Aviwe:AIDSdoesexistincaseyouforgot.

***IwaslaughingattheirargumentsuntilIdoze

off.Iwokeupfromsomeoneshakingmeandit

wasLuniko.***

Luniko:We'rehere.

Me:Already?

***Isaidyawningandstretchingmyarms***

Luniko:Yeah,come.

***IgotoutofthecarandLunikotookmybags

fromthebootandwewalkedin.Wehadtowait

forthemanagerwhowasbusyatthekitchento

finishup.After30minutesofwaitingshefinally

appearedandlookedhappytoseeme.Ifilled



theformsandheardapatonmyshoulder,it

wasAustin***

Me:Hey

***Isaidhugginghim***

Austin:I'mgladyou'reback

Me:Yeah,metoo.

Austin:Gottorun,we'lltalkinthemorning

Me:Sure

***HeleftandLunikowaslookingatmewith

hisbrowsraised***

Me:Don'tlookatmelikethat

Luniko:Youknowthatguy?

Me:Duh

Luniko:It'sbestyoustayfarfromhimSiya

Me:Sure

Luniko:Imeanit.



***Hesaidwithafirmbutlowvoice.Isaidmy

goodbyesandthenwenttomydome.Natalia

wasbusywritingandshejumpedtomyarms

whenshesawme.Shewassuperhappytosee

meandsowasI.Shestartedtellingmethat

AustinandSahibawerefightingandall.Iwas

tootiredtolistensoIchangedtoPJsanddoze

off.Thefollowingday,Natwokemeupanddid

ourmorningroutines,wenttoeatandheadedto

school.WellIwasbehindsinceI'vebeenaway

foraweekbutaclassmatehelpedmetocover

allthework.Imustsay,Iwaspushingreally

great.Nataliawouldforcemetocrossnight

withher,butitwastoodifficultformebecause

Ican'tstudyandnight.AllIneedduringthat

timeismybednothingelse.Wellthisschoolis

thestrictestschoolwhenitcomestomatric.

Theywantedustoattendafternoonclasses

andSaturdayclasses.Theywouldsometimes

giveusasurprisetestjusttoseeifwereallydo

study.Therewasnochillatall.Wewere



startingwithourexamsinfewdaysandIneed

thosemarksforapplyinginVarsity,which

varsitythough?WhichcoursecozIdon'thave

anyideawhatIwannadoaftermatric.Natalia

suggestedthatIshouldgoforBcom

Accounting.OurfirstpaperwasL.O,thoseof

youwhoaresayingL.Odoesn'tneedtobe

studiedhavetobeserious.Itreallydidshow

mesomeflamesandheyeveryonewascrying

aboutQuestion3whichwasverydifficult.

There'snothingIhatemorethandiscussinga

paperafterwritingit,nomatterhoweasyitwas

Ijustcan't.Goodnewsis,Myauntwas

dischargedandIcouldn'twaittoseeher.Each

dayIwouldprayandaskGodtogiveher

strengthtofight.AnywaysAustin,Natalia,

Tyson,BrandonandIwerechillinginthepark

snacking.Weweredonewritingoursecondlast

paper.Wejustcouldn'twaittofinishwritingso

wecouldgotoourhomesandeatdelicious

meals,thefoodweeathereatschooltastebad



butwhatchoicedowehave.Afterchillingwe

wentbacktoourdomesandchangedtoour

normalclothesthenpreparedforEconomics

paper2.Afterstudywewerecalledforsupper

thenwenttosleep.***

***Finallythefollowingdaywhichwasourlast

papertosomeofus.Afterwritingsomewent

forapensdownparty,allmyfriendswenttoit

andIcouldn'tgobecauseIwasn'tfeelingwell.

ThenextdayIwasgettingworseandfeellike

there'ssomethingblockingmychest,luckily

Aviwewasonherwaytotakeme.Lateronthat

dayshecameandIsaidmygoodbyestomy

friendsthenoffIwentbackhome.Iwasseating

atthebackseatwhenthepainfrommychest

appearedagain.Ijustcouldn'twaittogethome.

Iwascryingfromthepain,Iwasactually

silentlycryingbecauseIdidn'twanttoworryher

thoughthepainwasunbearable.Wefinallygot



home,Iwaswetfromallthissweatandweak.I

couldn'tstepoutofthedoor.Auntcametous

whenwearrived***

Likhona:Siya

***Ilookedather***

Likhona:Siyaareyouokay?

***IfeltaverysharppainmyheartandIputmy

handswherethepainwas***

Aviwe:Lookslikeshe'shavingaheartattack.

Me:My..my.heart

Likhona:Givemethekeys

***ShetooktheeyefromAviweandgotinthe

driver'sseatwhileAviwecametothebackseat.

IwastossingandturningwhileAviwewas

tellingtohanginthere.Iclosesmyeyesand

lightoff***

.



.

.

.

★NARRATED★

***Whentheygottohospital,thenurses

approachedthemwithastretcher.The

doctor,AviweandLikhonafollowedbehindthem

andtheywerenotallowedtothewardroom***

Likhona:WhathappenedVee

Aviwe:Ihavenoidea.

Likhona:Ijusthopeandprayeverythingiswell.

Didsheeatanything?

Aviwe:Adazi(Idon'tknow).

***Thenkeptquitewaitingimpatiently.Finally

aftersomehours,themaledoctorapproached

themwithanunconvincingexpression***

Dr:Mrs?



Likhona:MissDlamini

Dr:MissDlamini,yourdaughterisinavery

criticalstate

Likhona:Whatdoyoumean?

Dr:YourdaughterhasaheartfailureandI'm

afraidIdon'tthinkshehavemonthstolive.

Then:WHAT?

Dr:ShehasaHypertensiveHeartDiseasewhich

iscausedbythenumberofcomplicationsof

highbloodpressurewhichaffectstheheart.It

includesheartfailureandothercardiac

complicationsofhypertension.

***Likhonasatdownwithapooloftearsinher

eyes***

Aviwe:Sowhatshouldwedo?

Dr:We'lltrythemedicationfornowandshecan

doasurgery

Aviwe:Youmeanatransplant?



***Henodded***

Aviwe:How'sshe?

Dr:She'sstillrestingabit.

Aviwe:CanWeseeher?

Dr:I'llgiveyouminutes15

***Shenoddedbeforethedoctorleftwithtears

threatening***
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***LikhonadecidedtocallSharonandtellher

aboutSiya'scondition.Firstthinginthe

morningshewasinhospitalwiththem.Well,

Likhonaslepttherebecausesherefusedtogo

homeleavinglikethis.Aviwecamebackinthe

morningwithLikhona'sclothestochange.After

changingtheywenttoherwardroomandSiya

wasupalready.Thenursegaveherfoodtoeat

andtablets.Goodthingis,shewasthesame

Siyasanga.Theystartedchattingandlaughing

untilSiyawantedtoknowwhatreallyiswrong

withher****

Siya:Tellme.

Aviwe:It'snothingtooserious.You'llbefine

Siya:Really?ThenthatmeansI'mgoinghome,

right?

Likhona:We'llhavetowaitforadoctor.

Siya:I'mnotwaiting.

***Shegotoffthebed,askedforclothesto



change.Luckilythedoctorcamejustaftershe

wasdonegettingdressed.***

Siya:ThankGodyou'rehere,I'mleaving

Dr:Youcan'tleavenow.Thereareteststobe

donefirst.

Siya:Howlongwouldtheytake?

Dr:Halfanhour

Siya:YoucanstartbutI'mnottakingoffmy

clothes.

***Thedoctorchuckled***

Dr:Inevermetsuchastubbornpatientinmy

life.Okaylieonbed.

***Siyadidandafterthetests,hegaveLikhona

tabletswhichSiyamusttakethentheyfilledthe

formsandleft.Whentheygothome,Siyatold

herfriendswhathappenedandensuredthemit

wasnothingtooserious.Likhonawantedbyall

meanstotellSiyawhatreallyisgoingonbut



shewasveryscaredthatshemighthave

anotherheartattack.Theyweretryingtofigure

whichwaytotellherbutcouldn't.Theywerein

Likhona'sbedroomsittingonbed***

Likhona:Aviweyouknowthatsoonerthanlater

wehavetotellher.

Aviwe:Buthow?Westillneedtogetadonor

first.

Likhona:Butwhowantstogiveupher/hisown

lifejusttogiveSiyaaheart.

Aviwe:True,wehavenotime.Youheardthe

doctor,hesaidSiyadoesn'thavemonthstolive.

Months!

Likhona:Ikn...

***ThedoorwentopenanditwasSiya,

standingbythedoorwithtearsflowing***

Likhona:Siya.

***Shestoodupandslowlywalkedtoher***



Likhona:Youheardeverything

***Siyanodded***

Siya:Andthequestionis,whenwereyougoing

totellmeifIdidn'thearanything?

***LikhonaswallowedhardtryingtotouchSiya

butshemovedbackwards***

Siya:I'mdying,Ihavenomonthstolive.Doyou

knowhowthisbreaksme?

Aviwe:TakeiteasySiya.

Siya:How?ShouldIacceptthatI'mdyingina

monthortwo?

Likhona:No,we'llfindaplan

Siya:How?Areyougoingtogiveupyourheart

forme?

***Theykeptquiet***

Siya:Exactly.

***Sheturnedandleftthemthere***



.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGS★

***Ijustcouldn'tthinkproperlyaboutmyself

right.IwishedallwhatI'veheardwasadream.I

wishIcouldwriteallmyfeelingsdownbutI

couldn't.Everythingaboutmylifeisamess.

Everythingaboutmeisamess.Iwasbornto

liveforpain,yes,nowIseemypurposeinlife.

Yesthat'smypurposeinlife.Toliveforpain.I

grabbedmyphoneandcalledChrisbutitwent

straighttovoicemail,Itriedagainbutstill.I

calledCalvinandhepickedonthefirstringlike

hewaswaitingforacall."Hello"hesaidbutI

keptquietandbreakdown."Siya,areyouokay",i

shookmyheadlikeheseesme..***



Me:I'mnotokay.

Calvin:Whereareyou?

Me:Home,pleasecomeandfetchme.

***Hesaidnothingandcutthecall.Iwas

seatingoutsidetryingsohardnottothinkabout

it,buthello.Isawhiscarbythegate,Istoodup

andwenttohim.Hegotoffthecarwhenhe

sawmeapproachingandIfellonhisarms."It's

okay,I'mherenow"hesaidassuebrushedmy

back****

Me:Let'sgo

***Isaidgoingtopassenger'sseat.Iturnedmy

kneestowardsthedoorandlookedoutsidethe

windowwithtearsnotstopping.Hegotinthe

car,startedtheengineanddroveoff***

Calvin:Siya

***Hesaidwithasoftvoice***

Calvin:Baby,what'sgoingon.



Me:I'mgoingon.

Calvin:IsthatanEnglish?

Me:No,itsTshiVenda

***Hechuckled***

Me:I'mdyingsoon.Yesterdayonmywayback

homeIfeltasharppaininmyheartanditwas

unusual.WellitstarteddaybeforebutIignored

it.WhenIgothomeImust'vecollapsed

becauseIwokeupinhospitalthismorning.No

onetoldmewhat'swrong,theyjustsaidits

nothingIshouldworryabout.

***Iwipedmytearsstilllookingthroughthe

window***

Me:Igothome,bathed,changeintomyclothes

andwhenIwasabouttogotomyaunt'sroom

toaskforsomecash,Igotinterruptedbythem

talkingandtheysaidIhavenomonthstolive.I

haveaheartfailure.



Calvin:WHAT?

***Hesaidpullingthecaronthesideofthe

roadandaskedmetoturnandlookathim.I

did***

Calvin:Areyouserious?

Me:IactuallywishIwasjoking.

***Heputhishandsonhisfacethenkept

quiet***

Calvin:How?

Me:Idon'tknow.CalvinI'mgoingtodie.Ihave

weeksormaybedaystolivesorprobablyhours

Calvin:You'renotgoingtodie,youhearme?

Younotgonnadie.

Me:Whyareyousosure?

***Hekeptquietandsatback.***

Me:Justdomeonefavour

***Helookedatme***



Calvin:What?

Me:Asyouknowthere'llneverbeyouandI

anymore.There'stoomuchdamageinour

history.Butifyouwanttomakesometypeof

trucewithme,justdon'tevertreatanother

womanthatcomesintoourlifethewayyoudid

tome,Nowomandeservesthat.AndIdon't

carewhosheis,I'dratherresttoseeawoman

who'shappilyinlovewithyouthantheone

who'sprayingtounloveyoulikeIoncewas.

***Ilookedathimandhewascrying.Iwiped

tearsonhisfaceandkissedhisforehead.

"Makemeproud",Isaidbrushinghishandand

afterallthesentimenthefinallydrovemeback

home.Igotoffthecarandauntwascooking,I

couldsmellthearomafromthedoor.Iwentto

herandshetoldmethefoodwillbereadysoon.

Iwenttochangemysneakerstoslippersthen

wentbacktoseatontheloungetowatchTV.

WhenlastdidIactuallywatchedit?Aftera



whileaunttoldmethedinnerisready.Iwentto

joinherandtookmyseatasshedishupforme.

Wesaidagraceandateinsilence.Shewas

actuallystealingglancesatmesoIdecidedto

talk***

Me:IcametoacceptthatI'mreallygoingtodie,

butauntpleasealwaysrememberthatIlove

yousomuch.You'relikeamothertomeandmy

dreamwastopassmymatricandgotovarsity.

Butlifeistooshort.

***Sheheldmyhand***

Likhona:Everythingwillbeokay,Siya.

***Inoddedcontinuingwithmyfood.After

eatingIwenttomyroomtosleep.Iswitchedon

mycellphoneandcheckedmyWhatsApp,I

checkedthestatusesandmaypeoplewere

postingapicofmesomewrote"She'safighter,

Goddon'ttakehernow",otherswrote"Sucha

goodsoulwithagoodheart.Godsaveher".



Nataliawrote"I'mangryatyou,Siyasanga,I'm

angrythatyouliedtomeandsaideverythingis

fine.Ifyoudareleaveme,Iwillneverforgive

you"Iwassoshocked,howthesepeoplefind

outaboutmyheart.IcheckedonInstagramand

Calvinwaspostingavideoofusandpicsthen

underneathhewrote,"Shetoldmetomakeher

proud,sheleftsomewordsforme.Sucha

beautifulsoulishavingaheartfailure.Getwell

soonNdoniyamanzi".Iwasfurious,howcould

hepostsomethinglikethat.500commentsand

10Klikes,really?NowtheworldknowsthatI'm

dying.Somewheresomeoneisprobably

throwingabigpartyforcelebration.Ijust

switchedoffmyphoneandslept***
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★CALVIN★

***IhardlysleptlastnightbecauseofSiya's

situation.IwishtherewassomethingIcando,

butwhat?MaybeifIdidn'thurthersomuch

shewouldn'tbeinthissituation.I'msuchajerk.

Icannotlosehernow,she'stheonlyfemaleI

everloved.YeahI'vecheatedbutthiswas

becauseshewasfarawayfromme,Iwasso

lonely.Iwannaspendtimewithheruntilherlast

day,IwannagiveheralltheloveandaffectionI

failedtogiveher.It'stimeforgrowth,it'stimeI

becomeaman.She'severythingIneedinagirl.

Iwokeup,didmyhygieneprocess,itwascold

outsideasyouknowwinter.Iwentforablack

sweatpants,avestandablackhoodiethena

vans.Iwenttotheloungeandthefamwas

havingabreakfast.Iwenttothekitchentotake

myfoodthencamebacktositdown.****



Mom:How'sSiya?

Me:Fine,Iguess.

Dad:Didshefindadonor?

Me:Notyet.

***Thentherewasasilence.Aftereating,Iput

myplateinthesink,tookmycarkeysthen

drovetothemalltobuysomesnacksthen

drovetoSiya'sapartment.Thesecurityopened

upformethenIdrovein.Itookthesnacksand

walkedoutofthecar,lockedandknocked.She

openedshortly,shewasshockedtoseemeand

stunningatthesametime***

Siya:Cal

Me:Hi,Ijustwantedtoseeyouandspend

sometimewithyou.

Siya:Areyouseriousrightnow?Aftertelling

theworldthatI'msickanddyingsoon.

Me:Icanexplain



Siya:Explainwhat?

***Ikeptquiet***

Siya:You'vecausedsomuchdamageCalvin

andIdon'thaveenergytofightsoifyoudon't

mindpleasego.

Me:CanIcomein

Siya:Why?

Me:PleaseSiya.

***Shekeptquietforsometimeandshe'svery

beautiful.****

Siya:Ngena(Comein)

***IclosedthedoorafterIcameinsideand

followedhertothesittingroom.Itlookslike

she'shomealone.Ihandedhersomesnacks,

shesmiledandwenttotakeablanketsowe

cansitonit.Shetooksomeplatesandglasses

forus.She'sagoodandabeautifulsoul.Iwas

totallywrongtocheatandhurther,shedidn't



deservethat.Iwantustofixthingsbetweenus

andIpromiseI'llbeabetterperson.***

Siya:BacktoEarthCalvin

***Iquicklysnappedoutofit***

Me:Iwasjustthinking

Siya:About?

Me:You

Siya:Whatwereyouthinkingaboutme?

Me:Howbeautifulandgorgeousyouare.

***Shesmiledandsaidthanks.Afterthatwe

cleanedupanddecidedtowatchthemovie.***

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***AsCalvinandIwerewatchingthemovie,I



noticedthathewasfastIsleep.Mylegswere

onhislapssoIslowlygotupandwenttodrink

somewater.Afterdrinkingwater,Isawa

yoghurtonthetable,ItookitandIwantedto

teachhimalessonhe'llneverforget.Islowly

openedherhands,pourayoghurtonboth

hands,Itookafeatherandslowlymovediton

hisface,hedidn'tdoanythingsoIdidagainand

hetouchedhisfacewithhislefthandandI

laughedmylungsout.Hewasamess.He

lookedathishandandthenbacktome***

Calvin:What'sthisnonsenseSiya?

***Ilaughedhewaschasingmeallaroundthe

houseandIgottomyroom.Hegotin,locked

thedoor***

Me:Iwasjustteachingyoualessonyou'llnever

inyourlifeforget.

Calvin:Ohisthatso?Lookatmyface

***Hesaidgettingclosedtome.Therewasno



waytorunbecauseheblockedme.Hepushed

meonmybedandgotontopofme***

Me:Letmego

***Itriedtomovebuthepressedhimselfontop

ofmeevenmore.Helookeddeepinmyeyes

likehewassearchingsomething***

Me:Getoffdude

Calvin:Cleanyourmess

Me:How?

Calvin:Withyourtongue.

Me:Yuckforgetit.

Calvin:Finethen

***Thenitgoessilentandlookedinmyeyes.

Stillontopofme,hisfaceclosetomine.Iwas

lookinghisbeautifuleyesandsexylips.My

heartbeatsuddenlychangedmyheartwas

beatinginadifferentway.Hehadagrinonhis

facewithcausedshiversdowntomyspine.It



reallyfeelslikeatorture.Yes,itisatorture***

Me:CoolyouwinI'lllickyourface.

Calvin:Thereyougo

***HeletgoofmyhandsandIlickedallthe

yoghurtonhisface.***

Me:I'mdone

Calvin:There'sonearoundmylips

Me:Gotohell

Calvin:Don'tpickawarwithme.Cleanup.

Me:You'resodisgustingyaz

Calvin:JustdoitandIsweatalotlastnight.

***Ifelttheurgetothrowout,didIjustlicked

hissweat****

Me:Youshouldn'thavetoldme.

Calvin:IguessIamtheoneteachingyoua

lesson.



Me:Yuck

Calvin:I'mwaiting

***Ilickedtheyoghurtonhismouthandhe

respondedwithakiss.Ibrokethekiss***

Me:You'reoneofthecruelpeopleIknow.Move

Iwannagoandrinsemymouth

***Hechuckledandfollowedmetothe

bathroom.Hewashedhishandsandfaces

whileIrinsedmymouth.AfterwardsIgavehim

atoweltodryhimselfandalotionthenwewent

tofinishupthemovie.Afterthemoviethere

wasaknockonmydoor,Iwenttoopenandit

wasNonhle,withswollen,bloodshoteyesfrom

crying.Shelookedlikeamess,likeshehaven't

sleptfordays***

Me:Ufunani?(Whatdoyouwant?)

Nonhle:Ifailedtoloveyou,Ifailedtoraiseyou,I

failedtoprotectyou,Ifailedtobeamotherto

youbutthistimeIwon'tfailtogiveyoulife.I



refuse.

***IlookedatherandIwasconfusedandlost.

Whatisshetalkingabout?***
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★SIYASANGA★

***IwasstandingbythedoorlookingatNonhle.

Shewascryingandapartofmefeltsorryfor

hereventhoughIdon'tknowwhat'sreallygoing

onwithher.IwannaforgiveherbutIcan't,I

can'teventrustheranymore.Shedestroyedmy

trust,shedestroyedeverysinlesspieceIhad.

Aftershewascalmsheheldmyhandtight***



Nonhle:IoweyousomuchSiya.

Me:That'snice

***ShekeptquietlookingatmeandCalvin

appeared***

Calvin:Hi

Nonhle:IthinkI'minterrupting,we'lltalk.

***ShequicklyrantohercarandIclosedthe

door***

Me:Thatwasawkward

Calvin:Whatwasthatabout?

***Ishruggedmyshoulders***

Me:I'dbelyingifIsayIknow

Calvin:IthinkIhavetogo.Ireallyhadan

awesometimewithyou.I'llseeyou

again....maybetomorrow?

Me:Thatwouldcoolthankyou.

***Hesmiledandkissedmycheek.Itookhim



outandheleft.Iwassotired,Itextmyauntand

askedwhatwegonnaearforsupper.She

actuallysaidwe'regoingoutfordinnerandshe

hasasurpriseforme.Okay.AfterawhileItook

aquicklyshower,lotioned,woremywhite

leggings,blackvestandalongblackhoodie

andalsoablackairforce.Itiedmyhairneatly

andappliedanudelipstick.AfterthatIputmy

phoneinachargerandwaitedformyaunt.At

sixpm,therewasaknockonmydoor.Iopened

anditwasCandiceandSharon.Iwashappyto

seethemanditturnedoutitwasthatsurprise

aunttoldmeshehasforme.Really?.Weleftto

RoccoMama'sanditwasreallyfun.It

saddenedmethatSharonandInolongerhave

thatbondweoncehad.Iguessit'sthedistance.

Ialsonoticedthatherbodyhaschanged,she's

beenquitesincewearrivedandanswerwhere

she'sbeenasked.Afterthatwewenthome.

Auntimmediatelywenttosleep,Candice

wantedtosleeptoosoIshowedwherewe'llall



sleep.Ireturnedtotheloungeandfound

Sharonwatchingtv.Isatnexttoher****

Me:Tellmewhat'swrong?

Sharon:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:YouknowwhatImean.What'sup?

Sharon:Nothing

***Ilookedatherandshelookedtheother

way.***

Me:IknowyouShaz.There'ssomething.

***Shekeptquietandfocusedontv.Itookthe

remoteandswitcheditoff***

Me:YouknowI'mnotgonnaletitgo.

Sharon:Ireallydon'tknowwhatexactlyyou're

talkingabout.

Me:Really?No,lookatmeandtellmeexactly

whatyou'resaying.

***Sheleanedonthecouchandtearsrolled



don'thersmoothcheeks****

Sharon:Siya

Me:Yes?

Sharon:Pleaseallowmetobeyourheartdonor

Me:What?Why?

Sharon:Please

***Itookabigsigh***

Sharon:Itsthebestwaytoescapeallofthis.

Me:Escapewhat?

Sharon:I'mpregnant

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoppedout.

How?***

Sharon:Idon'twantthischild

Me:Why?Whathappened?

Sharon:Myfatherisasnake

Me:Didhe.....?Imeanishethefather?



***Sheshookherhead***

Sharon:Hesoldmeforme,hesoldmeforhis

ownselfishdesires

***Icouldsenseanangerinhervoice****

Sharon:Siya,I'mawife.Hemarriedmeofffor

money.Howselfishhecanbe.EversinceIgot

inthathouse,Iwasn'thappy.IcriedSiya,Icried

beggingmyownfathertonottakethelobola

money.Youknowwhathesaid?

***Shechuckledbetweenhertears***

Sharon:Hesaidmarriageisablessinganda

journeyfilledwithnothingbutjoy.ButIwould

tellyouotherwise.Marriageisnothingbuta

devil'ssickplanjusttodestroyme.IfIdidn't

fulfillthesocalled"wifely"dutiesIwouldbe

insultedbydifferentnames.Theauntswillfake

asmilewhenIappear.Myhusbandwouldbeat

meeverynowandthen.

***Shewipedtearsonherface***



Sharon:I'monly17yearsSiyasanga.Shouldn'tI

beinclubswithfriends?Theyonlyagreedfor

metocomebecauseIlied.Howsadthatis?

***Iwasholdingmytearslisteningtoher.This

wassadandpainful.RightnowIhateherfather,

IhateherhusbandandIhateallherin-laws.

Whostillsellherdaughteroffformoneyinthis

centurywelivingin?Whostilldothat?I'mmad.

I'mverymadatthemfortreatinghercruelly.***

Sharon:Pleaseallowme,Siya.Allowmetogive

youmyheart.

Me:No,Sharon.You'llescapeallofthis.Tell

auntLikhonayoursituationandtrustmeshe'll

helpyou,youknowthat.

***Shekeptquietandtoldmeshe'sgoingto

bedtosleep.Aftersheleft,Itookmyphoneand

ImissedtwocallsfromAustin.ItoldmyselfI'll

texthimthefollowingdayandthenwenttobed.

Dayspassedanditwasalmostthedayforthe



schoolreopening.Iwassolookingforward

becauseImissedmyfriendssomuch.Aunt

havebeenspoilingmerotten.WhateverIneed

she'llbuyit.Sharonwentbacktohernew

"family's"house,sherefusedtotalktoauntand

sheaskedmenottotellher.Iwassittingonthe

loungeeatinglasagna.Myauntmadeitandit

tastedsogood.AftereatingIwenttoputthe

plateonthesinkandonmywaytothekitchen.I

feltthepaininmychestanditwasreally

unbearable.Itriedtoshoutmyaunt'snamebut

Icouldn't.Theplatefellonthefloorandbroke

inpiecesandIjustfellonthefloorwithbothmy

handsonmychest.IfeltlikeIwasdying.

.
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★NARRATED★

***Sheclosedhereyesandeverythingturned

white,therewasnothingonhermind,no

worries,nopainandnosuffering.Maybeitwas

time.Guessit'stheendofher!.Theheartbeat

wasbeatingslowly.Herauntwalkedoutofher

roomandthereshewas,Siya,layingonthe

floorwithherhandonherchest***

Likhona:Siya

***Sheshookher***

Likhona:SIYASANGA!

***Shestoodupandranoutsidetocalla

security.Shecamebackwithhimandhelpedto

takeSiyasangatothecar.Shewasdrivinglikea

madwoman.Siyaatthebackwasslowlylosing

herlife.Itcan'tbeanend?Canitbe?No,Siya

willlive.Whenshegotinhospital,thesecurities

helpedcarrySiyasangainsidethehospital.The

putherinstretcherandtookherinawardroom.



Likhonawaspanickingcrying.ShecalledAviwe

andtoldherwhathappened***

Likhona:Itcan'tbetime,noGod.

***ShesatonthebenchesandcrieduntilAviwe

came***

Aviwe:Whathappened?

Likhona:Shefell...hospital....Doctorand

****Whatevershewassayingwasn'tmaking

sensebutluckilythedoctorarrived.***

Dr:MissDlamini?

Likhona:Yes?

Dr:Wehavenotime.Ifwecan'tfindthedonor

inthenext3-4hoursI'mafraidthere'snoway

wecanhelpher,i'msorry.

Likhona:ISTHEREANYTHINGYOUCAN

FUCKENDO?THERESHOULDBESOMETHING.

Aviwe:Calmdown



Dr:WeneedtofindthedonorASAP.

"Icanhelp"

***TheyalllookedanditwasNonhle***

Nonhle:Takemyheart,you'reacardio,right?

Dr:YesI'maheartspecialist.

Likhona:You?

Nonhle:IowehereverythingandthisisaleastI

coulddo

***Theylookedatherwithdisbelief***

Dr:Areyousurema'am.Thisisaseriousmatter.

Nonhle:I'msure.

Dr:Good,canyougowithmeforsometests?

Nonhle:Sure.

***NonhlelookedatLikhona***

Nonhle:Pleasetakegoodcareofher.And

pleasegiveherthis



***Shesaidhandingawhiteenvelopeto

Likhona***

Nonhle:TellherIloveherverymuch

***Shewascrying***

Nonhle:Ihopethiswillbringherjoyagain

***Shesmiledbetweenhertearsandleft***
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***Well,Nonhlecontinuedwiththeheartdonor.

Likhonawascryingwaitingimpatiently,Aviwe

wasprayingthateverythinggoeswell.Siya's

criticalconditionshakesthem.Aviwehave



alreadyinformedeveryoneclosetoSiyaabout

Siya'scondition.CalvinandChrisarrivedshortly

afterandthecardioseemedtobetakingvery

long.WhatwillhappenifSiyadies?Willshedie

?Isthistheendofher?No,Siyawillcome

backtolife,shehaveto.Shedeservestocome

backtolife.No,maybeI'mwrong.Maybewhen

shediesshe'llbeinapeacefulplaceforever.

Therewon'tbepain,suffering,hatred,betrayal

andall.Right?Likhonastoodupandwentto

standbythewindow,Aviwefollowedherand

putherhandonLikhona'sshoulder***

Likhona:Whatifthiscardiowhatsoeverdoesn't

work?WhatifI'mgoingtolosemybabyforever

?SiyasangaistheonlychildIhave,Imaynot

beherbiologicalmotherbutshe'smychild,my

onlychild.

***Aviwebrushedherback***

Likhona:I'vebeenstrugglingtohavechildren

andthedoctorssaidIwon'thavechildren.



WhenImetSiya,itwaslikeGodheardmy

prayersandansweredthem.IwashappyandI

understoodwhyGodmademenottohave

babies.Butno,Icannotunderstandwhyhe's

lettingallofthishappentoSiya.Whatdidshe

do?

Aviwe:She'llbefine,Godwillbringherbackto

us.Iknowhewill.Itrusthewill,let'skeepour

faithonhim.

Likhona:How?Huh?

***ShebrokeintearsandAviweembracedher.

After5fullhoursthedoctorappearedand

Likhonarantowardshim***

Likhona:And?

Dr:Thesurgerywentwell,itwilltakefewhours

forthehearttofinallyrespond.Everythingis

well.

***Likhonaclosedhereyesandthanked

God.***



Chris:Socanweseeher?

Dr:I'mafraidyoucan't.

Aviwe:Where'sLeandraCampbell?

Dr:She'sbeentakentoourhospitalmortuary.

Thenlatershe'llbetransferredtoanother

mortuary.That'swhereherbodywillbe

incriminated.

Aviwe:Incriminated?

Dr:That'swhatshetoldusandwrote.

***TheynoddedandtheDrexcusedhimself.

Calvindecidedtogeteveryoneacupofstrong

coffee,thatwhattheyneed.DayspassedSiya

hasn'twokenupyet.Likhonawascrying

holdingherhand***

Likhona:Siyasanga

***Shesaidinwhisper***

Likhona:Comebacktome,us.Nanaweneed

you.Idon'tknowwhatwillIbewithoutyou,



pleasecomebacktome.Thehouseissoquiet

withoutyou,Isometimesdocrazythings

becauseofmissingyou.Itsbeen7daysnow

andyouhaven'twokenup.

***Shestoodupanddecidedtogogetsomeair.

SheleftCalvin,AviweandChris.Calvinlooked

likeamess,hecouldn'tthinkwellormaybe

concentrate.Hefeltlikehe'sgonnalosehis

mind.Hewasstandingbythewindowwhen

Aviweshouted"Herhandmoved".Hequickly

snappedoutofitandcamecloser.Indeedher

handwasmoving.Chrisranouttocalladoctor

andcamebackwithhim.Thedoctorasked

themtogooutforfewmoments.Whenhewas

donedoingwhateverhewasdoinghetoldthem

thatSiyawasawake.Theyweresohappy,Chris

wasevencrying.TheygotinandSiyatookout

the(oxygen)andlookedatthem***

Chris:You'reawake.

Aviwe:Nanawemissedyou.



Calvin:Iwasabouttolosemymind

***Siyatriedtoswallowandherthroatwas

dry***

Siya:Wh...e..re'sau..n..t?

Aviwe:Shewentout,I'llgogether

***Shesaidstandingupleaving.Calvintook

Siya'shandandkissedit***

Calvin:You'reimportanttome,Siya.Idon't

knowwhatwasgonnahappentome.

***Hesaidholdinghistears***

Calvin:Imissedyousomuch.

***ThenthedoctoropenedanditwasLikhona.

Sherantoherwithtearsalreadyflowing.Siya

wasalsocryinglookingather***

Siya:A...a...unt

Likhona:Siya

Siya:Whogavemeaheart?



Likhona:You'llknowsoon.Justfocuson

recovering.Imissedyousomuch.

Siya:Isawmydaddybutherefusedmetostay

withhim.

***Theyalllookedateachotherthenbackto

Siya***

Siya:Where'sLeandra?

***Likhonaclearedherthroat***

Likhona:Don'tyouwantwatertodrink?

Siya:No,thanks.

***Theysattherechattingandstuff.Aftersome

days,Siyawasdischarged.***

.

.

.

.
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★SIYASANGA★

***Idon'tknowhowlongI'vebeeninhospital

butbeinghomewasthebest.Iwasrecovering

verywellandIhadtogobacktoschoolsoonto

prepareformyPreliminaryexams.There's

nothingthatwillmakemecompletelyhappy

thanpassingmymatricwithgoodmarks.Ithas

alwaysbeendaddy'sdream.Iwassittingonmy

bedreadingabookwhenmyauntcame

inside***

Likhona:Hey,you

Me:Hi.What'sup?

Likhona:There'snothingthatmakesmehappy

thanhavingyouherewithme.

***ShesmiledandIsmiledtoo***

Likhona:IwasjustcleaningupmybagandI

foundthis.

***Shesaidhandingmeawhiteenvelope***



Likhona:It'sfromNonhle.Shegavemethetime

youwereinhospital

Me:Where'sshe?Whydidshegiveittoyou?

Likhona:I'llleaveyousoyoucanreaditalone

andtomorrowmorningthelawyeriscoming.

***Shesaidleaving.Islowlyopenedthe

envelopeasmyheartwasbeatingfastbecause

ofbeingnervous.Islowlyunfoldedthenote

insideanditstartedlike"DearElothando"****

Me:"IknowI'mthelastpersonyouwantto

hearaboutbutpleasegivemetimetoopenup

toyou...Iwasafool,adevil,amonster,asnake,

onewickedwitch.Iwasblindandpossessedby

devil.Seeingyousheddingtearsbecauseofme

mademeacompleteloser.I'myourmotherand

allIwassupposetodowastoprotectyou,

guideyou,loveyou,takegoodcareofyou,

supportyoubutwhatdidIdo?Ihurtyou,

torturedyouverybad.WhatkindofamotherI



am?Ileftyouwhenyouwereyoungandmy

goalwastocomebacktoyouandmakeyou

happy,fillupthegapIleftinyourheartbutwhat

didIdo?Idon'tdeserveheaven,doI?Iwon't

blameyouifyouhateme,Ideserveit.Iloveyou

myAngelandIwanttoseeyouhappyagain.I

sacrificedthemostpreciousthingforyou,I

oweyoulotmore.Iwanttostartanewlifewith

youbutsadlyIcan't,butwiththeheartinside

youIknowyou'llconquer.Ihopeyou'llaccept

myheartbecausethat'stheleastIcoulddo,its

notmuchbutworthit,isn'tit?Ihopeitwillguide

you.YoudeservetoliveafterallandIcouldn't

sitbackandwatchyoulosingyourlife.Nothing

beatsthemother'slove,nothingbeatsthe

mother'sheartbeat.Takecareofyourself,take

careofmyheart,takecare.Tillwemeetagain..

YourMotherNonhle"LeandraCampbell"

Dlamini"

***Iclosedtheletterwithahandonmychest



andtearsrollingdownmycheeks.Shedidallof

thisforme?OhMama***

Me:LalangoxoloMama.(RestinPeaceMama)

tillwemeetagain.

***Ilayonbedandcriedmyselftosleep***
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***IwassobrokenandIcouldfeelit.Imean,

physicallyfeelit.Itwasmuchmorethanbeing

sadrightnow.IwishedIhadtimewithher,

listentohersideofastory,makethingsright.I



guessitstoolatenowandallIsawinherwasa

wickedevilmother.Ijudgedher,heldgrudges

andpushedheraway.Ididn'tseethegoodside

ofher.Shesacrificedherownlifejusttokeep

mealive.Shedidwhateverymotherwould've

doneforherchildren.Iwasblindandstupid.

Maybeitsbecauseofallthehatredinsideme.

Shedidmewrongandshowedmeshe

regrettedit.Atleastsheleftmewithsomething

thatwouldbringmeclosetohersoulandthat's

herheart.Iwilltakecareofmymother'sheart.

ThefollowingdayIwokeup,didmyhygiene

routine,lotionworeagreysweatpantsanda

blackT-shirt.WhenIlefttothekitchenmyaunt

calledmetotheloungeandshewaswithadark

handsomeguywearingasuit."Hi"Isaidtaking

mysit."That'sher"saidauntLikhona.Theman

smiledandstretchedhimarmfora

handshake.***

Man:SiyasangaElothandoDlamini?



Me:Yesandyouare?

Man:I'mRyanMotaung.I'mthelateLeandra

Campbell'slawyer.

Likhona:Nana,he'shereforaWill.He'sgoingto

readaNonhle'swill.

***IjustnoddedbecauseIdidn'tknowwhat

elsetosay.***

Lawyer:OK,Iguesswecangetstarted.

***,Hesaidopeninghisbriefcaseandtakeouta

file.Hethenputthebriefcasedownthenopena

file***

Lawyer:ThisisNonhleLeandraCampbell-

Dlamini'swill.I'llstartreadingitforyou.

***HestartedreadingandIwassooooshocked.

Nonhlewasfilthyrich.Shehadaclub,the

biggestclubeverandthe50%oftheclub

belongstometheother50%belongedto

CassandrawhichIdon'tknowof.Sheleftmea



houseinHoughtonandinWinchesterHills,

CassandraKuneneandIwerebigshareholder

atMercedesBenz,sheleftR2millionrandfor

meandR2millionforCassandra.Sheleftarang

roverandBenzforCassandra,she'salso

entrusting40%ofher70%stakeatCampbell's

Attorneys.The30%belongstome.Shealsoleft

RollsRoyce,Ferrariandi8formeandallher3

businesseswithmewooooow.I'mamillionaire.

ButallthosethingsI'llgetthemwhenI'm19

years.Really?.Ijustcriedandauntembraced

me.AfterthereadingofawillIaskedhimwho

isCassandraandhesaidhedoesn'tknow

muchbutshe'sfromEasterncapeandhadto

findher.CrazythingisIdon'tknowanyone

frommymother'ssideandluckilyauntsaidI

shouldn'tworryshe'llgoandlookforher.After

allthatIwenttoeatandhelloIcan'twaituntilI

reach19years.AftereatingItookmyphone

andIdon'trememberwhenlastdidIusemy

phone.Ihadplentyofmessagesfromsaved



andunsavednumbers.Iignoredallofthemand

switchedoffmyphone.InfewdaysI'llbe

leavingtoBoardingschoolandIcannotwait.

DayswentbyrealquickandIwasreadyleave.

WhenIwenttoputmybagsinthecarIsaw

Chriscomingby.Irantohimandhugged

him.***

Chris:Ntwana

Me:Love

Chris:How'syou?

Me:Good,you?

Chris:I'mnotgood,I'llmissyou.

***Ijustsmiled***

Chris:How'syouroperation?Isitgettingbetter?

Me:It'sabitpainfulbutI'llbefine.

Chris:Iloveyou,youknowthatright.

Me:Iloveyoutooandpleasesendmyloveto



Candy.

***Hesmiledandnodded***

Chris:Behappy,andcallmewheneveryouneed

anything.

Me:Iwill.

***Wesharedahugagainandhekissedmy

forehead***

Chris:I'llwatchCalvinforyou

***Igiggledandplayfullypushedhim***

Me:You'reboring.Letmego.

***HesmiledandIturnedandwenttothecar.

Auntcametooandoffwego.WhenIgottothe

hostel,Iputmybagsinthedomeanditwas

empty.Noonewasaround.Ilookedaroundand

dololo.Icheckeddownstairsandsamething.

WhenIwasabouttogotothebasketballcourtI

sawNatalia.Irantoherandwehuggedeach

othertight.Eventuallyshewascrying.***



Natalia:IthoughtIwasgonnaloseyou.

Me:I'mfinebabes.

***Isaidwipingtearsonherface***

Me:Where'severyone?

***Sheshruggedandtoldmetocomewithher

somewhere.Wepassedtheboyshosteland

wenttothebighallattheback.Wegotinside

anditwasdark***

Me:Whatarewedoinghere?

***Isaidwhisperingandsheswitchedonthe

lightandBOOMeveryonescreamed

"SURPRISED!"IalmostfelldownbutNatalia

heldmyhand.Ilookedaroundanditwas

beautifullydecoratedwithabigpictureofmein

abigscreen.ItriedtoholdmytearsbutI

couldn't.***

"Welcomebackbabe"

***ThatwasAustin.Ihuggedhimsotightand



hekissedmyforehead.Afterthatwetookour

seatsandpeoplestarteddoingtheirspeeches

whichputmoretearsonmyface,afterfew

peoplehavedonethatIdidmyspeech,Austin

followedheevensangasongforme.Jealous

downhesingsverywell.Afterallthatwe

decidedtoenjoytheparty.Weeventook

picturesandIwashappy.Whilewewere

chillingoutsidesnacking,Sahibaaskedtotalk

tome.Iagreedandexcusedmyself***

Sahiba:Idon'thavemuchtosaybutSiyaplease

forgiveme.Iwasabadpersonandjealousof

youbutnowIseethatIwas......

Me:Naïve

Sahiba:Yes,pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.Please

***Ijustsmiled***

Me:IforgiveyouSahiba.

Sahiba:ThanksandI'moverAustin.Youcan



havehim.

Me:NahbabeI'llpass

***Shenodded***

Me:Ihavetogoback.Bye.

***ShenoddedandIleft.Thepartywasreally

greatturnsoutitwasAustin'splan.Hedidallof

thisforme.***
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***Mymatricyearwasgoingveryquick.We

weredonewithourpreliminaryexamsand

Matricdancewasapproaching.Isawthisother



mermaiddesignerdressintwitterandIwanted

it.Nataliaintroducedmetothisotherdesigner

andIshowedherthedress.Shetookthe

measurementsandIwantedababybluecolour.

Apparently,Austinwasmydatesoweplanned

we'llbewearingmatchingbabyblueoutfits.I

wassohappyandwantedtomakemymatric

dancethebest.Wewereinstudyleaveso

#NoSchoolforus.Howexciting.Thefollowing

sunnySaturdayIwokeupfromtheringingcell

phone.Wow,Ihatethecallerrightnowfor

disturbingmefrommybeautysleep.I

answeredthephonewithoutevencheckingthe

callerID.***

Me:Hmmm

"HappyBirthdaytoyou,happybirthdaytoyou,

happybirthdaydearSiya."

***ItwasSharonwithherangelicvoice.I

smiled***



Sharon:HappyBirthday

Me:Thanksboo

Sharon:Thisdayremindsmeoftwoyearsago,

inthestreetwithnofood,noplace.Nothingat

all

Me:Andyouwerebymyside,youweremy

shoulder,myninja,mybestfriendforlife.My

happiness.Yeah,Iwon'tforget

***Shesighedbeforetalking***

Sharon:IwishIwastherebutI'mherelivinglike

aprisoner.

***Shesniffed***

Sharon:Imissthedayswhenweweretogether,

laughingandcryingtogether.It'sclearthatI'll

nevergetthattime,itsgoneforgood.

Me:WecanmakethattimeShaz

Sharon:Itistoolatenow.I'mgoingtobea

mothersoon.Idon'tknowifI'lleverbeableto



playamotherlyrole.I'machildmyselfSiya

***Shewascrying.Ijustcannotwaittofinish

schoolandgobackhomeandhelpmyfriend.

Shedoesn'tdeservethis***

Me:It'sgonnabeokaybabe.Everythingwillbe

fine,Ipromise

Sharon:Idon'tknow.

***Thentherewasanawkwardsilencebefore

shebrokeanice***

Sharon:Haveyourdaylitandsplendid.Ilove

you

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Sharon:Takecare.Bye

***Shethencutthecall.AfterthecallImade

mybed.Tookatowelandtoiletriesthenwentto

takeashower.AfterthatIspoketomyaunt,

Aviwe,CalvinandChriswishingmeahappy

birthday.AfterallIlotion,woreashortandfloral



offshouldertoshirtwithblacksandals.Ididn't

haveanyplansoImightaswellstayinmy

roomstudyingwithNatalia.WellNataliahas

beenoutwithTysonsinceyesterday,God

knowswhereandI'mhundred%sureshe's

havingagoodtimewhereversheis.AsIwas

abouttostudy,Nataliabudgedinandlooking

morebeautiful***

Natalia:Birthdaygirl

Me:You'rehot

Natalia:Thankshunney

Me:Sohowwasyournight?

***Shegiggled***

Natalia:AWESOME!Hartbeespoortisan

awesomeplacegirl

Me:Youwereinhartbees?

***Shenooded***

Natalia:OhmyG.TysonisRomantic



Me:Nicebabe.I'mhappythatyou'rehappy.

Natalia:So,plansforyourday?

Me:Arg,studyingnothingelse.

Natalia:You'resoboring.

***SherolledhereyesandIchuckled.***

Me:What'sinthebag?

Natalia:Oh,uhmitsadressandIwouldlikeyou

towearitandI'lldoyourmakeup.

Me:For?

Natalia:Iwantyoutobemymodel

Me:You'rebeingsarcastic.

Natalia:Please.Ifoundthisotherguyandhe'sa

modelwho'slookoutforyoungmodels.

Me:I'mnotamodel

Natalia:Yourbodyhasthat"I'mamodel"thingy.

***Ichuckledlookingatthedress.Itwasreally



beautifulpeachdresswithanopenback***

Me:It'sanicedressbutI'msorryyoucanwear

itandI'lldoyourmakeup.Takepicturesand

send.Done.

Natalia:IwantyoutodoitSiya.Please.I'm

beggingyou.

Me:No

***ShekneltdownandIlaughed***

Me:You'rekiddingme

Natalia:Please.Wecanmakeagoodmoney.

Please

Me:Youalsohaveagoodnicebody.

***Shepoutedandmadeapuppyface***

Natalia:Please.

Me:/Okayfine,I'lldoit.Butyouowemealot.

***Shestoodupandhuggedme***

Natalia:Thankyousomuch.Iloveyou.



***Iworethedressandthenaftershedida

makeupforme.I'mnota"make-up"personbut

trustMeIwashellahot.Thedressfitsperfectly

withamatchingstilettoandIreallylookedlikea

famousmodellol.Afterthatthewasaknock

andbeforesheopenedshefirstsmiledand

winked.Austincameinsidelookingveryhot.I

wasdumbstrucklookingathimfromheadto

toe***

Austin:You'relookingbeautiful

Me:Thanks,you'rehot.

***Hechuckled***

Austin:Thanksbutnotashotasyou.

Me:Shemadeewearallofthisforsome

reasonsbutthanks.

Austin:HappyBirthday

***Hesaidgivingmearose.Let'sbereal.Black

guysdon'treallygivefloweredorroses.Only



whitesdothat.Wellitsjustanacceptednorm

amongstusblackpeople.Calvinneveronthe

singledaygavemeaflowernorarose.He

givesmefood,jewelleryetc.Butifyourman

hasevergivenyouflowersthenHoorayfor

you.***

Austin:Shallwe?

Me:Shallwewhat?

Austin:Go

***IlookedatNatalia***

Natalia:Don'tlookatme.Iwasaskedtodothis.

Me:Modelling?

Natalia:Itwasjustatheory

Me:Really?Wowyou'resounbelievable

***Shegiggled.***

Natalia:Haveagreatday.

Austin:You'reready?



Me:Yeahbutwherearewegoing?

Austin:Itsasurprise.ThanksNatforallthis.

Natalia:Noproblem.Havefun

***Heheldmyhandandweleft.Wellhehireda

carforus,howcute.Wewenttothisother

restaurantandguesswhathebookeditforus.

Thewasatableinthemiddlemadefortwo

peoplewith2candleslit.Heopenedachairfor

meandtherewasabandplayingsoftmusic.A

chefcametotakeordersandweordereda

bottleofwhitewine.Iorderedachicken

quesadillaandheorderedsalmonflatbread

withavoandcarvia..Afterawhileourorder

arrivedandweateoverlightconversation.

HonesttruthIwasn'ttalkingmuch.Aftereating

thechocolatecakearrivedwitheighteen

candles.I'm18everyone I'mgrowing.Wow.

HesangahappybirthdayformethenafterI

blewthecandlesandleftonetomakeawish.

AfterImadeawishinmyheartIblewitande



tookoutthecandles.Icutethecakeandweate.

Thecaketastedsooooodelicious.Austinreally

mademyBirthdayspecial.Wethentookawalk

around.Itwasgettingcolddoheborrowedme

hisjacket.Whenwewereatthesmallbridgeby

theparkwestoppedwalkingandhelookedat

me**

Austin:QueenD

***Ismiled***

Austin:YoursmileGod.Inevermetsuchan

amazingsoulbefore.Youcompleteme.Youfill

me.ThefirsttimeImetyou,Ifellinlovewith

you.IwasafraidtotellyoubuttodayI'mnot.I

wouldlikeyoutobemyonlyone.Tobemy

femaleAustin.IpromiseI'llmakeyouhappyin

everyway.

***Ilookeddownavoidingtheeyecontactbut

hemademelookathim***

Austin:I'llwaitforyouSiya.Idon'tmindwaiting



aslongasattheenditwillbeyouandI.

Me:Idon'tknow

Austin:Saynothing.IwasjusttellingyouhowI

feelaboutyouandtakeyourtime.I'mnot

gonnarushyou.

***ThenIthoughtofCalvin.Yeswe'vehadour

fairshareoffightsandargumentsbutnoteven

onasingledayIwishtoforgetabouthim.He's

myfirstandIwanthiminmyfuture.Idon't

wannaleavehim.No,Ican't.Hewastherefor

mewhenIwasabouttolosemylife.He

strengthenedmeandstoodbymyside.He's

MineAlone.WellAustinontheotherhand,he'sa

niceguy,healwaysmakessureIsmileandI'm

well.Hemakesmecomplete.Hispresenceis

thebest.Idon'tknowmuchabouthim,Ican't

readhim.He'sjustaclosedbook.***

"Siya"

***HewavedhishandsandIquicklysnapped



outofit***

Austin:Youokay?

Me:Yes

***Thenwelookedateachother'seyes.Hegot

closetomeandkissedme.Ikissedhimback

afterawhileIpulledoff***

Me:I'mtired,Iwannagobacktothehostel.

Austin:Sure,let'sgo
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***WhenIgottohostelIrantomyroomand



thankGodNataliawasn'tthere.Iquickly

changedtomyPJandgotinsidecovers.Iwas

sotiredandwhatAustinsaidreallydrainedme.

DoIlovehim?Thisissoconfusing.Ilovehim

butIloveCalvinmore.Imusthavefallenasleep

frommythoughts.Iwokeupthefollowingday

andNataliawasstillasleep,Idon'tevenknow

whenshegothere.Idraggedmyfeetandwent

tobrushmyteeth.Idon'twannagotothe

kitchenbecauseI'llbumptoAustin.AfterthatI

changedintoalongsummerdressand

slippers.Iswitchedonmyphoneandtjo

missedcallsfromAustinandCalvin.Iswitched

offmyphoneandNataliawokeup***

Natalia:Hey

***Shesaidwhileyawning***

Me:Hi

Natalia:Andthenwhat'swiththelongface?

Didn'tyouenjoyyourdayyesterday?



Me:Idon'twannatalkaboutit.

Natalia:Why?Whathappened?

Me:AustinandIkissed

***Shescreamedwithexcitement***

Natalia:Isawthiscoming.God.

Me:Gobrushyourteeth

***Shegiggled.Andtookhertoiletrybag***

Natalia:WhenIcomeback,Iwantallthee

details.

***Ishookmyheadandmademybed.WhenI

wasdoneNataliagotin***

Natalia:I'mback

Me:With?

***Sherolledhereyes***

Natalia:Don'tbeboring,tellmewhathappened

beforey'allkissed?



Me:Nothinghappened,wejustkissed.

Natalia:Didyouenjoy?

Me:Jeezgirlcutmesomeslack,ain'tgonna

answerthat

***Shegiggledwhilechangingtoalong

summerdressandslipperstoo.Copycat***

Me:Doyoureallyhavetowearthat?

Natalia:Yeah

***Shesmiled***

Me:Hmmsotellmewherewereyouandwhen

didy'allcomeback?

Natalia:IwaswithTysonandIcameback

around7.

***Really?WowIsleptearly***

Me:Aryt.

Natalia:Let'sgoandeat

Me:Idon'twannafaceAustin



***Shechuckledpullingmyarmtothekitchen..

WellluckilyAustinwasn'tthere.Welldays

turnedintoweeks,IwasstillavoidingAustin,

forwhat?Idon'tknow.Calvinwouldcallevery

nowandthen.Aunttoldmethatweshouldgo

toEasternCapeaftermyfinalexamstoget

Cassandra.Great,anotherdramaisaboutto

beginIswearandtomorrowwasourmatric

dancehowawe.It'sfunnythatAustinisgoing

tobemymatricdancepartneryetI'mstill

avoidinghim.Great,anothertsunami.Natalia

andIwereatSpardoingourmanicure,pedicure.

IdidaPeruvianweave.Nataliawasgoingto

comebacktomorrowforhairstylesinceshe

doesn'twantmuchandyesIwillcomeback

withherformakeupandbeautifuleyelashes.

Afteralongdaytryingtofindsomethingto

wearforanafterpartyanda4inchstiletto

heelswewenttogetsomeicecreamsatsteers

thenweleft.Whenwegotinourdomewejust

threwourselvesonthebed***



Natalia:I'msootired

Me:Samehere.

***Thenmyphonedecidedtodisturbmypeace.

Icheckedthecalleranditwasmyaunt***

Me:Hey

Likhona:Nanahowdiditgowiththeeshopping?

Me:Exhausting.

Likhona:Didyougeteverything?

Me:YesIdid

Likhona:Thecamera?

Me:I'llgetittomorrow

Likhona:Iwantthepictures,hey.

***Igiggled.***

Me:Sure.Bye

***Icutthecallbeforeshesaidanything.After

thecallIputonadoekandwenttodishupfor



supper.AftereatingIwenttotakealong

showerandthencametosleep.Wewokeup

thefollowingdayanddecidedtocallAustin.He

answeredonthethirdring***

Austin:Dee

Me:You'renotallowedtocallmethat.AmIstill

yourdateforthedance?

***Hechuckled***

Austin:Iwasabouttoaskyousamequestion.

Me:Wellinthatcaseseeyouwhenyoucome

andfetchme.

Austin:Cool,can'twait.

***AfterthecallwewenttoshowerlotionandI

woremyMineAloneNiketracksuitwithBlack

airforce.Thenafterwewenttothemalltoget

ourselvesdone.Iwasgonnadomyown

makeupbecausewewereleavingat18:00.

AfterweweredoneIwenttobuyacamerafor



theday.WethenwenttoWimpytoget

somethingtoeat,thenafterwewenttowindow

shop.Weactuallyleftaround4.Wewereso

tiredthatwestartedtakinganapbeforewe

refreshedourselves.Nataliadidmymakeup

andIdidherstoo.Herdresswasatalered

dresswithalongsideslit.Itwasreallybeautiful

withamatching4inchstilettoheel.Minewasa

mermaidlongdresswithanopenbackandoff

shoulder.Myheelwasbabyblue.Afterallthat,

welookedatourselvesand we

werehotterthanthensunweeventook

pictures.Wehadasmallbagforanafterparty

outfit.Therewasagentleknockonthedoor

andNataliaopened.MyeyesmetAustin'sand

hewashot,heevendidPriddyUgly'shairstyle

(Idon'tknowwhattheycallit).GodIdon'tknow

whatwasthefeelingbutIfeltsomething.His

smallhazeleyeskilledmecompletely.Iwas

broughtbacktoearthbysomeoneclearinghis

throatandIkindafeltembarrassedbecauseI



wasstaringathiminsometypeway***

Austin:Staringisrude

Me:I'msorry

***Hesmiled***

Austin:Youlookbeautiful

Me:Youtoo

Austin:Thanks.Natalia,you'resobeautiful.

Turnaround

Tyson:Siya,yourdogneedstoholditself.It's

losingthecontrol

***Welaughed***

Tyson:Bytheway,you'rehellafinemo'gurl.

Me:Thanks

Austin:Shallwe?

***Inoddedtakingourstufftothecar.Weput

ourbagsintheboot***



Me:Who'scaristhis?

Tyson:Brandon's

Me:Oh,where'she?

Tyson:Gonetothedance.We'relate

***HesaidopeningadoorformeandNatalia

thenAustinwenttothedriver'sseat,Tysonat

thepassenger'sseat.ThedrivetoSunCity

wasntthatlong.Everyonewasstunningand

welldressed.Wetookpicturesandthenthe

ceremonystarted.Imustsaythisisthebest

momentofmylife.Afterpartywasmuchlit.

WellIwon'tgomuchondetailsImightbore

you.***

***Withallthefunandhappinessthefinal

examinationswerewaiting.Iwaspreparedand

Iwasaimingtoget100%toallmysubjectsand

ofcourseexceptforMathsandAccounting.

Thosesubjectsreallyneedtoberemovedfrom



mystream.WellIreallydidwritemyexams

prettywell.IwasjustsadthatImightneversee

myfriendsagain.Gosh,IwishIcanstaywith

themforever.Weevendidafarewellpartyfor

alltheGrade12s.WowIwasevencrying,the

daywherewehavetogoonourseparateways

ishere.AustinandIwerealwaystogetherand

hesaidhe'llstudyatUniversityof

Johannesburg,NataliaatUCT,BrandonatUFS,

TysonatUCTtoo.IguessNatandTydon't

wannaleaveeachothersside.Myauntcameto

fetchmeandweweregoingstraighttoEastern

CapeatQueenstown.OnthewayIwaslooking

atpicturesinmyphone,allthememoriesin

HoérskoolBritswithmyfriendswerethere.I'm

sogoonsmissthemespeciallymyroomie

Natalia.WegotttheratEasternCapearound

10am.Iwasreallytired.Everyonecameoutto

us,Iwasreallynervoustocomeoutofthecar

butaunttoldmetoconeout.Islowlyopened

thedoorwhilemyauntwasgreetingtheelders.



IswallowedhardasIclosedthedoor***

"UThando.Akasemdala,yintombiendalangoku"

(Thandohasgrownup,she'sabiggirlnow)

***Aladylookedlikeshe'sonmyaunt'sage

saidcomingtowardsmewithherarmsopened

forahug***

Lady:Awumhle(You'resobeautiful)

***Idon'tknowifishouldthankherorwhat.

WellIjustsmiled***

Me:Molweni(Greetings)

"OhmyGod,bandivileooNyawuza,ooThahla,

ooFaku."(ohmyGod,theyheardme......"clan

names")

"Siyasanga"

***Theoldmancontinued***

"I'myourgrandfather.Yourmother'sfather"

Me:Molotatomkhulu(Greetingsgrandfather)



Grandad:Let'sgetinsidemychildren

***Wefollowedtheminabighutandtooka

seatonthestool.Everyonewasintroducedto

me,theLadywhowashuggingmewasmyaunt

momseldestsister,auntKhanyisa,Ievengot

myselfacousinhernameisAlutha.She'sreally

agoodperson.Ihaven'theardaboutCassandra

andluckilyauntaskedwhere'sshe***

Granddad:Oh,Aluthasisipleasegoandcall

yourcousin

Alutha:Ewetamkhulu(Yesgrandpa)

***Shestoodupandleft.Shecamebackwitha

beautifulmom'sphotocopy.Shelookedexactly

likemymombutthegirlwasdark.Iassumed

itsCassandra***

Granddad:NguManyawuzakelo.

***Thegirljustwavedherhands,Idon'tknowif

thatwasagoodmannerorwhat***



Khanyisa:CassandrameetSiyasanga,your

youngestsister

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoppedout***

Me:Whatdoyoumean?Idon'thaveanysister

Granddad:Injalontomb'am.NguDadewenu

omdalalona(That'struemychild.She'syour

eldestsister)

Me:How?

Granddad:Nonhlehadherbeforeyouandleft

herhere2yearslaterwhenshegotmarriedto

Andile.

Me:Morelies

***Isaidwhispering***

Khanyisa:Iknowshedidn'ttellyouallthisbut

itstrue.

Me:Why?

Granddad:Yourgrandparentsfromyourfather's



sidedidn'twantherbecauseshe'snottheirs.

Cassandra:CanIbeexcusedplease.

Khanyisa:No,startbyhelpingSiyawithher

bagstoyourroom

Cassandra:Whataretheydoinginmyroom?

Khanyisa:You'llsharetheroomuntilyouall

leavetoGauteng.

***Sherolledhereyes***

Cassandra:Prodigalshit.

***ShewhisperedthatandIheardher.Aunt

gavemekeystothecarandItookmybags

out***

Cassandra:I'msureyou'rehappythatyou're

busyenjoyingallthisfancylifethatwas

supposedtobemine

Me:Yourlife?

Cassandra:Yes,mydamnlife.Allthesefancy



clothes,bagmylife.

Me:Hehe.You'reamazingyaz.How'sthatall

your"life"?

Cassandra:Ifmymotherdidn'tmarryyourso

calledfather,allofthiswould'vebeenmine.

Thatdamnaccent.......

Me:Itsalsoshouldbeyours?

***IlookedatherwithmybrowsraisedandI

wantedtolaugh****

Me:Fixyourwig

Cassandra:Iheardthatmommyleftme

millionsofrandsandyou,nothing.

Me:Good,you'llstartbybuyingahousewith

thatmoneybecausesheleftthehousewithme

***Itookmybagsandpushedasideandwent

toherroom.Itsabeautifulroomwithabig

queenbed,onthewallitwasaframedpicture

ofmomandher.Iputmybagonthefloorand



themyselfonthebed***

"Thisisnotahotel"

Me:Notnowplease.Idon'tknowyou,youdon't

knowmesolet'snotbeoneachother'snerves.

Cassandra:Youdon'tevenhave2hourssince

yougotherebutyou'retellingmetheyhack.

***Ijuststoodup***

Cassandra:Fixmybedplease

Me:Sure

***Ifixedherbed***

Cassandra:Thanksyoumayleave.

***Ilefttothehut.God,amIreallyrelatedto

thatrudearrogantgirl.YohdoIreallyhaveto

dealwithherattitude?There'sstillgonnabean

actionhere***
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***ThestayinEasternCapewasactuallygreat

despiteCassandra'sbehaviouranditsworse

becausewearegoingtoGautengtogether,how

exciting ?IguessI'llhavetogetusedtoher

beingabratandmean.Itwasthemorningand

wewereleavingtoGautenglater.Iwasinthe

kitcheneatingaporridgemadebyaunt

Khanyisa.AuntLikhonawasgonetoEast

Londonandshe'llbebackinnotime.After



eating,AluthaandIstartedcleaning.Noone

knowswherethebratwasandnotthatIcare.

OhAluthawillbeleavingwithusforholidays.

AluthaandIwereactuallygettingalong.She's

thenicepersontochillwith.WellAluthais16

yearsolddoinggrade10,Cassandraisdoing

herfirstyearinWalterSisuluUniversity.She'll

bedoinghersecondyearinWitwatersrand

University.Me?Ididn'tevenapplybecauseI

don'tknowwhichcoursetodo.I'mscrewed.I

guessI'lltakeagapyear.Aftercleaningwe

startedpackingourstuffandwhenwewere

doneCassandragotin***

Cassandra:Littlesister

Me:Cassandra?

Cassandra:Won'tyoupackmystufftoo?

Me:Forgetit

***Isaidtakingmytoiletriestobath.After

bathingIlotion,worealowriserippedjean,



NikeblackandwhiteT-shirtandwhiteallstar.I

tiedmyweaveneatlyandappliedanudelipstick.

WhenIwasdoneIcheckedifauntwasback

andyesshewasreadytogo.Mygrandfather

gavemeallhisblessingsandtoldmetoshine

brightlikeadiamond.***

Granddad:I'mgladthatIfinallymetyou.Itwas

apleasuremeetingyoumychild,pleasedo

comeback.Thisisyourhome.

***Ismiled***

Me:Iwillgrandfather.

Khanyisa:I'msurewherevermysisteris,she's

veryproudofyou.

Me:Yesaunt.Thanks.

Granddad:SafejourneymaFaku.

***Ihuggedhimsotight***

Me:Takecare.Iloveyouguyssomuch.

Khanyisa:Weloveyoutoobabe.



"What-The-Hell?"

Me:You'reready?

Cassandra:Wow,niceoutfit.

***Ismiledandshelookedgood.Shewas

wearingablackoffshoulderlongjumpsuitand

blacksandals.Aluthawaswearingashortand

longt-shirtwithblackvans.Afterpackingour

stuffwegotinsidethecar.Wewavedgoodbye

tothem.Ontheway,auntwasplayingEd

Sheeren"Perfect"thisactuallyremindsmeof

Calvin.Iswitchedonmycellphone,itsbeenoff

sinceIgothere.Why?Idon'tknowtoo.I

decidedtochatwithCalvinandNatalia.WellI

misshersomuchandlifewon'tbethesame.

AsIwasscrollingdown,IbumpedintoSharon's

numbers.Ifeltsadandwonderhowshe's

copingwithalltheabusivehusband,coldin-

lawsandbeingpregnant.Iwilldoallittakesto

helphergetoutofthissituation.Imusthave

fallenasleepbecauseAluthawokemeup



tellingmewe'vearrived.OkayIdon'tknowthis

houseweat.Islowlygotoutofthecarand

askedauntwho'shouseisthis.Wellit'sa

doublestoreyhousewithabigswimmingpool.

Itwasveryexquisite.***

Likhona:IboughtthehouseweeksagoandI

wantedtosurpriseyou,soSurprise.

***Iscreamedhuggingher**

Me:How?

Likhona:IalwayswantedahouseSiyaandhere

isit.

Me:Wow.Wherearewe?

Likhona:Kensington

***Ismiledlookingatthehouseandwow.We

tookthebagsinandauntshowedmemyroom,

welleverythingwasinorder,allmystuffwas

there.Whenweweredoneputtingourstuffsin

thehouse.Iwenttothebalconyandlooked



around.Ijustcan'tgetoverthishouse'sbeauty.

ItjustremindsmeofLuniko'shouse.Afterall

thatIdecidedtogotobed.Iwokeupthe

followingdayandwenttodomyhygiene

routine.Myroomwasen-suit.Ilotion,worea

shortandavestwithsandals.Ithenwent

downstairs.Thefamwasalreadyeating.I

greetedandwenttotakemyfoodinthewarmer.

Ipourajuiceandjoinedthem.***

Likhona:Iamleavingtowork,soSiyayou'lltake

yoursisterstoshopping.

Me:Idon'tknowshopshere

Likhona:JustgotoFourways.

***Shesmiledgivingmeacardandsheleft.***

Cassandra:SowhenamIgettingmymoola?

Me:I'mnotalawyerCassie.

Alutha:Letmewashdishesfirst

Me:I'llhelpyou.



***Wewashedthedishes,thenIcalledChris

andtoldhimwhereIwas.Hesaidhe'llbethere

soon.AfterWashingdishesIwentoutsidejust

toseethishouseverywell.AfteratourIheard

acarhoot.Iwentinsidetogetaremotecontrol

toopenthegateandwhooomyChriswasthere.

Irantothecarandhegotoutandhuggedme

sotight.***

Chris:You'vegrownup

Me:Thankssweetheart.

"SoI'minvisible"

***IlookedanditwasmyCalvin.Godhewas

superhot.MineAlone.Ihuggedhimandhe

kissedmyforehead***

Calvin:Imissedyou

Me:Imissesyoumore

Calvin:Wow,thisisabeautifulhouse.

Me:Indeed.Let'sgoin



***TheyfollowedmeinsideandCassandrawith

Aluthaappeared***

Calvin:SiyaIdidn'tknowyougotatwin

Me:Idon't

Chris:Whoarethose?

Me:Oh,thisisCassandraandNYcousinAlutha

***ThelookonCassandrathough***

Calvin:Nicemeetingyou.

Cassandra:Andyouare?

***Shesmiled**

Calvin:I'mCalvin,Siya'sfuturehusband

Cassandra:Oh

***Iguessshewasdisappointed***

Chris:AndI'mChris,Siya'sbestman.

***Igiggled***

Chris:Thatchick



***HewaslookingatAlutha***

Chris:Suchbeauty

***Aluthajustsmiledalittle,guessshewasn't

comfortable***

Me:Okayguys.Icalledyoutoototakeusto

Fourways.

Calvin:For?

Me:Shopping,whatelse?

Chris:Let'sjustgotoEastGate.

Me:Whateverguyslet'sgo.

***Itookmystuffandweallwentouttothecar.

WhenwegottoEatGatewedidtheshopping.

Cassandrawasshoppinglikethere'sno

tomorrow.Afterweweredonewewentto

RoccoMama'stogetsomethingtoeat.When

weweredonetheytookushome,Aluthaand

CassandraraninsidethehousewhileCalvin

andIwerestandingoutsidethecar***



Calvin:Siya

Me:Yes

Calvin:Iloveyou,okay?

***Inodded***

Calvin:IwanttoseeyouhappyalwaysandI'd

dowhateverittakestobewithyou.

Me:IloveyoutooCalvin

***Aftersayingthatmyphoneranganditwas

Austin.IlookedatCalvinbeforeIcouldtake

it***

Me:Hey

Austin:Hi,you'rebackfromEasternCape?

Me:Yeah

Austin:CanIseeyoutomorrow?

Me:Seeme?

***Calvinlookedatme***



Austin:I'minGautengatEastGate

***WHAT?***

Me:Oh,I'llletyouknow

Austin:Please

Me:Sure

Austin:Seeya

Me:Cool

***Idroppedthecall***

Calvin:Youokay?

***Inodded***

Calvin:Sowhowasthat?

Me:Afriendfromschool,he'shere.

Calvin:He?

***Iswallowedhardlookingathim***

Me:Ihavetogo

Calvin:I'masking



Me:Youheardmesowhyyou'reasking?

Calvin:Areyoucheatingonme?

***Ilookedathimwithdisbelief***

Me:Really?Howcouldyouasmesomestupid

question?

Calvin:Soitsastupidquestion?

***Ikeptquietandlookedathim***

Calvin:Areyoufuckinghim?

Me:WhywouldIpossiblydothat?

Calvin:Iwanttoknow

Me:No,he'sjustafriend.Whywouldyouthink

I'mfuckinghim?

Calvin:Justgo

Me:Youknowwhat?FuckYou!

***Isaidleavinghim.SoCalvindoesn'ttrustme?

MxmhethinksI'mhim,justbecausehecan't

ziphispantshethinkIcan't.I'msomadathim



rightnow****

.

.

.

.TobeContinued

INSERT69

.

.

.

.

.

★SIYASANGA★

***ThefollowingdayIwokeupanddidmy

hygieneroutineandworeadenimshortskirt,

longsleevemaroonbodysuitandwhiteblock

heel.WhenIwasdone,Iletmyweaveloose.I

tookmythingsandleftmyroom.WhenIwas



downstairsIsawCassandrawearingmy

MineAloneNiketracksuitandIwentallmad.

Shecanwearanythingbutnotthat.***

Me:Please,takeoffthatbeforeIloseit.

Cassandra:ComeonSiya,sistersborroweach

otherstuff

Me:HeyiiiCassandra,don'tyoudaretellmethat.

TakeoffmytracksuitandI'maskingyouforthe

verylasttime.

Cassandra:Please,itsjustatracksuit

Me:Didyouseetheprintattheback?

Cassandra:Alone12?

Me:IhaveplentyoftracksuitsCassandra.So

takethatoneoffnow

***Iwasgettingmad***

Cassandra:Okaybeforeyoubitemyhead

***Ifollowedhertoherroomandshetookitoff.



Itookitandputitbacktomywardrobeand

lockedit.Nowshe'sstartingtoboreme.WhenI

returneddownstairsshewaswearingashort

andoffshoulderblackbodysuitwithmyadidas

sneakers.Guys,thisgirlistestingme.NowI'll

needtolockmyroom.Ijustignoredherand

wenttothekitchen.Aluthawaseatingwhile

chattingonherphone.Igreetedandmade

muesliformyself.IsatnexttoAlutha***

Alutha:Uyaphina?(Whereareyougoing?)

Me:MeetingAustin

Alutha:Who'sthat?

Me:Afriendfromschool.

***Shenodded***

Alutha:Sotellme,howlonghaveyouand

Calvinbeentogether?

Me:2years

***ShenoddedandIgiggled***



Me:Joking,we'vebeentogetherforayearand

9months.

Alutha:Itsalmost2years.Youlovehim?

Me:Yeahalot.

Alutha:Ilikehimandyouguysmakeagreat

couple.Ihopeyou'llbetogetheruntildeath.

***Ismiledandsheheldmyhand***

Alutha:Siya?

Me:Yes?

Alutha:PleasebecarefulwithCassandra.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Alutha:She'sasnakeandwhatevershewants

shegetsitandshedoesn'trestuntilshegetsit.

Pleasebecareful.

Me:Iwill,thanks.

***AftereatingIwentouttocatchataxitoEast

GatewhereIwasmeetingAustin.WhenIgot



therehetoldmehe'llbewaitingnexttoMr

Price.Ifoundhimthereandhehuggedme.He

reallylookedgreat.ImeanGoddidtookhis

timewhenhewasmakinghim***

Austin:Gee

Me:Don'tsaythat.You'llmakememiss

Brandon.

***Hechuckled***

Austin:Imissmyboytoo.Goodthingishe's

comingherenextyear

Me:Hetoldme.

Austin:Sowherearewegoing?

Me:Idon'tknow

***Heputhisarmsaroundme***

Austin:Let'sgowatchsomemovies

Me:Greatidea

***Ilefthimatthemoviestogetsomepopcorn



anddrinks.WhenIgotbackwewentinsideand

wewerewatchingBeautyandtheBeast.Idon't

knowhowmanytimesI'vebeenwatchingthis

moviebutitwasinterestingandnotboring.

Whenthemoviewasoverwewentto

DebbonairstobuysomeforAlutha.Ireallyhad

agreattimewithAustintakingpictures

together.Hewasactuallydriving,wow.Hetook

mehomeandIaskedhimtocomeinwithme

andmeeteveryone.WhenwegotinBOOM

Calvin,aunt,Chris,CandiceandCassandra

werethere.Whatdoeshewant?Theyalllooked

atmeandIlookedatAustinthenbackto

them***

Me:Hey

***Candicecametomewithahug***

Candice:Imissedyouchuz

Me:Imissedyoutoo

Candice:Sowhenwereyougonnatellmeyou're



back?

Me:EishI'msorrybabes.

Likhona:Siyasanga

Me:Aunt?

Likhona:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Me:Outwithafriend

Likhona:Whodidyoutell?

Me:Alutha

Likhona:SoAluthaisthewomanofthishouse?

***What'supwithaunt?Whendidshestart

actinglikethat?***

Likhona:Ipholileioperation?(istheoperation

better?)

Me:Alittle

Likhona:Butlookathowyou'vedressed

Cassandra:Operation?



Likhona:Getsomethingwarm.

***Shepushedmeandleft.Howembarrassing?

Shejustshoutedatmeinfrontofphambi

kwabantu.***

Calvin:Babe,yourauntisright,youneedto

wearatleastsomethingwarm

Me:Didyouchecktheweather?Itssodamn

hot.

Chris:Itwashot.Itscoldnow.

Me:Mxm

Candice:Introduceussweety

Me:Ohyes.EveryonemeetAustinafriendof

minefromschool.

Candice:Heynicetomeetyou.

Me:AustinthisisCalvin

Calvin:Herboyfriend

***AustinlookedatmebutIavoidedlookingat



him***

Me:WhateverCalvin.ThisisChrismyfriend,

CandicemyachuzandCassandramysister

Cassandra:HalfSister

***Sheemphasizedtheword"Half".Whatdoes

shewanttoprovemaar?***

Austin:NicemeetingyouallbutSiyayoudidn't

mentionthatyouhaveaboyfriend.

Me:Ohahwenevergottothattopic,havewe?

Calvin:SiyacanItalktoyou?

Me:Sure

***Beforeleavingmyphonestartedringingand

thecallerwasSharon.***

Me:Hello?

Sharon:Pleasedon'tkillmeplease

Me:Sharon?

Sharon:Nopleasedon't.



Me:Shazareyouokay

***Iheardthesoundofthegunatthebackand

thentherewasnoSharon'scry***

Me:Sharon?

***Tearswererollingdownmycheeks.Whatif

somethingbadhappenedtoher***

Me:SHARON?!

***Iwasscreaming***

Calvin:Babe?

Me:Sha...ron

Candice:Iseverythingokay?

Me:Sharon

Chris:WhathappenedtoSharon?

Me:Shecalledmeandthentherewasasound

ofagun.She'sindanger.

Calvin:Weneedtohelpher



Candice:ShelivesinTembisa

Chris:Doyouknowwhere?

Candice:I'dbelyingifIsayIdo.

Chris:I'llcallJadetohelpmesowecantrace

herphone.

Cassandra:Chillguys

Austin:Icandothat.Ihavemyequipmentinthe

car

Calvin:Good,babegivemeyourphone

Me:I'llgochange

***Igavehimmyphoneandwenttochange

intoapeachandwhitepumatracksuit.WhileI

wasgettingdressedCassandrawalkedin***

Cassandra:Sothisistheoperation?

***Isaidnothingandquicklygotdressed***

Cassandra:Whathappened?

Me:Ican'ttalknow.



***Isaidleavingherandranouttothecar***

Cont
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***AssoonasIgotinsidethecarChrisstarted

theengineanddrove.Iwasprayingalltheway

thatmyShazisokay.Candicewasbusytelling

methateverythingisokayIshouldn'tstress

Muchbuteywhocannotstress.Myfriendis

pregnantandlivingwithabusivepeople.But

whyher?Ihateherfatherrightnow.Shedoesn't

deserveallofthis.WhenwegottoTembisa,

AustinstartedcallingSharonjusttotracewhere



sheis.***

Austin:Connected.Thisway

***HesaidshowingittoCalvinandChris.I

jumpedandtoldChristodrivequicklybeforeits

toolate.Heparkedoutsidethegateandweall

gotoff***

Calvin:BabeIthinkyoushouldstaybehind

Me:She'smyfriendandIhavetobethere

Chris:Itmightbedangerous,SiyaandIdon't

wantyoutogethurt.

Candice:Let'sstayinsidethecar

Me:NO!I'MGOINGIN!

***Christhrewhishands***

Chris:Fine

Calvin:ComeThisside

***Iwenttohimandwegotin.Shockofmylife

whenIsawAustintakinghisgunout.Hehasa



gun?***

Me:Wheredidyougetthat?

***Hejustignoredmeandwalkedinfrontofus.

AswewerewalkingIsawtheblooddropson

theground***

Me:NO!

Calvin:Babewe'renotsureifit'shers

Me:Whatifit'shers?

Chris:Calvinpleasetakeherback.

***Iwasnowcryingandpanicking.Calvintook

mebacktothecarandIgotinandcried***

Calvin:Babe,pleaselookatme.Everythingwill

befine.

Candice:Siyadon'tdothis.

***Calvingotin,tookaseatnexttomeandput

myheadonhischest***

Calvin:They'llbringheralive.



Me:Whyyousosure?

Calvin:Ijustknow.

***Beingnexttohimmademefeelbetter.After

itfeltlikeforeverChrisandAustinappeared.I

gotoutofthecar***

Me:And?

Austin:I'msorrySiyab....

Me:Don'ttellmethat.Where'sshe?

Chris:Weonlyfoundat-shirtfullofblood.

Therewasnosignofher.

Me:I'llgothereandlookforSharon.I'llbringher

backtomesinceyoubothfailed.

***IstartedwalkingbutChrisblockedmy

way***

Me:Getthehelloutofmywaynow

Chris:Andletyouriskyourownlife?Never

Me:Youfailedtobringherhere,didn'tyou?



Candice:Siyawe'llneedtoletthepolicedotheir

job.

Me:Police?

Calvin:IthinkCandiceisright.We'llhaveto

involvethepolice

Me:Whatifit'stoolate?

***TheysaidnothingandAustintookmetothe

car.Calvinsatnexttomeandmademeputmy

headonhislapandmylegsonCandice's.If

anythinghappenstoSharonI'llblamemyself.I

should'vestoppedherfromgoingbacktothat

house.Ifailedtoprotecther.Idon'tknowwhen

IsleptbutIwokeupthefollowingdayinmy

roomstillwearingtheclothesIworeyesterday.

Myheadwasaching.Ilookedmyselfonthe

mirrorandmyeyeswerepuffyandswollen

fromcrying.JustbeforeIwenttowashmy

teethandfaceCassandrawalkedin***

Cassandra:Hey



Me:Hi

Cassandra:Didyoufindyourfriend?

***Ishookmyhead***

Cassandra:Shamemaan.

***Iwassonotinthemoodforher.Iwasjust

worriedaboutSharonnothingelse.***

Cassandra:CanIaskyousomething?

Me:Shoot

Cassandra:Whatreallyhappenedtomymother?

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoopedout.I

wasoutofwords.Soshedoesn'tknow?

God!***

Me:Idon'tknow

Cassandra:You'rebeingridiculous

Me:Caraccident

Cassandra:Oh.Sowhat'stheoperationfor?



Me:Nothingtoworryabout.

***Iattemptedtoleavebutshespoke***

Cassandra:Whatwasyourrelationshipwith

momlike?

Me:Ididn'tknowherthatmuchsincesheleft

mewhenIwasonly4years

***Shenoddedandsatonmybed***

Cassandra:IwishIhadspentmoretimewith

her.WhenIwasyoungIwastoldNonhlediedin

afire.Iwasonly6yearsoldthattime.Shewas

thesweetestandkindpersonever.Thoughshe

onlyvisitedusonDecember.Shenevertoldme

aboutyouorNtando

***ByjusthearinghisnameIheldbackmy

tearsandsatnexttoher***

Cassandra:Idon'tknowhowitfeelstobe

aroundherarms.Ididn'tknowwhotocrytoor

sharemydreams.Everytimemyfriendsspeak



abouttheirmomIfeltsadandwonderhow's

she?Whentheytoldmeshe'sgoneforever,I

criedalldayaskingmyselfwhyGoddidn'tgive

memoretimetospendwithher.IneedherSiya.

Allthesecars,businessesmeansnothingtome

withouther.

***Ifeltherpainandsadness.Shewascrying.

Thatmademefeelbadbecauseshesacrificed

herlifeforme.Maybeifshedidn't,noneofthis

would'vehappened.Shewould'vegotachance

tospendallthetimewithhermother,she

would'vebeenhappy.NowIstoleallher

happiness***

Me:I'msorry

Cassandra:It'sfine.

***Shewipedhertearsoffandleftmegeteaten

byguilt.Ithrewmyselfonbedandputmyhand

wheremyheartis.***

Me:She'llhateme.Mamawhy?



***Iknowthetruthwillcomeoutattheend.

She'llbeangryandblameme.There'snopeace

la****

GGuysItriedtopostaninsertyesterdaybutthe

network pleaseforgiveme
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***AfterCassieleftIwenttobrushmyteeth

andwashedmyface.Ithenwentdownstairsto

haveabreakfastwithfam.Aluthawaswearing

abikini,seemslikeshe'sgoingtoswim.I



greetedasIgrabbedmychair.Auntdishedup

formeandIate***

Likhona:Siya?

***Ilookedatherwithmymouthfulloffood***

Likhona:Ineverseenyouapplyingforany

varsityorheardthatyou'veapplied

***IclearedmythroatbeforeIcouldanswer***

Me:YeahIdidn't

Likhona:Why?

Me:Idon'tknowwhichcoursetogofor

Likhona:Ithoughtyou'vesaidCAwoulddo

goodforyou.

***IjustshruggedbecauseIlostintereston

doingAccountingscienceinVarsity(Bcom

Accounting).AftereatingIwenttobathand

woremyjeanandscorchedshirtwithwhite

Rosh.Afterthatmyphoneranganditwas

Chris***



Me:Hello?

Chris:Wefoundher

Me:Who?

Chris:Sharon

Me:What?Where?When?

Chris:We'reonourwaytofetchyou

***Hethendroppedthecall.Well,hisvoice

didn'tsoundgoodandthatworriesmealot.I

tookmystuffandwentdownstairstowaitfor

themthere.Cassandracameinwearingyoga

outfit,lookinglikeshe'sbeenworkingout***

Cassandra:Hey,whatareyoudoingtoday?

Me:I'mgoingsomewhere,why?

Cassandra:Iwasplanningmaybewecango

outformoviesorsomething.

***Ilookedather.Issheforreal?Whywould

shewannagotothemovieswithme?***



Me:Ohthat'ssoundsgreatbutIcan't.

***Shenooded***

Cassandra:Iunderstand.Look,I'msorryabout

earlier.Ijustneededsomeonetotalkto.I'm

sorryifIwasbotheringyou

Me:Nahit'sfine

Cassandra:Pleaseforgivemeabouteverything.

AllIwantistobuildarelationshipwithyouif

that'sokay.

***Areyouguyslisteningtothis?AmIhearing

thisverywell?Didshejustmentioned"building

arelationship"?Wow***

Me:Ohthatwouldbegreat

***Shesmiled***

Cassandra:Needtoshower.

***Shesaidjoggingupstairs.Themessage

frommyphonecamethroughanditwasChris

tellingmehe'soutside.Itookmybagandleft



tothecar.WellhewaswithAustin.Okay,

there'ssomethingcreepyaboutAustinandthat

actuallyscaresme.IgreetedasIgotinsidethe

car***

Chris:Siya

***Hesaidstartingtheengine***

Me:How'sshe?Whereisshe?

***Theydidn'tanswerandthatfrustratedmeso

much.Afterfewminuteswewereoutsidethe

hospitalandIlookedatthem***

Chris:Areyoucoming?

***Inoddedgettingoutsidethecar.Wewalked

inandCalvinwassittingonthebenchlooking

likeheneverslept***

Austin:How'sshe?

Calvin:Same

Chris:Thisistough



Me:Whathappened?

Calvin:She'sincoma

***What?No!***

Me:Why?Whathappened?

Calvin:Wefoundheroutsideoftheroad

bleeding.Shewasbadlyinjured

***IwastooweakforthissoIsatdown.Iwas

inanemotionlessgrip.IguessIwastoonumb

fromallthepain.Thedoctordidn'tletustosee

her.AllIwasprayingwasmyfriendtobefine.

Apparentlythebabywasgone.Gonewhere?I

don'tknowtoo.Thedoctorsaidthebabyis

gone.Shewasshot3timesonherstomach,I

guessthat'showshelostthechild.WhenIgot

homeIfoundCassandrawatchingtvwith

Alutha.IjusttookmyseatnexttoAlutha***

Cassandra:You'reokay?

Me:Sharonisincoma



Cassandra:Whathappened?

***Itoldhereverythingandshetoldmetonot

worryaboutiteverythingwouldbefine.Ijust

noddedbecauseIwashopelessandtiredfrom

allthissituation,drama.AllIneedispeace.Isit

toomuchtoaskfor?Welldayspassed,Sharon

wasstillthesame.IwouldprayGodtosaveher

life.Iwascomingfromtakingawalkjustto

clearmyheadwhenIfoundCassandrasitting

onmybedwithtearsrollingdownonher

cheeksholdinganote.Iwasshockedtoseeher

there***

Me:Youokay?

Cassandra:Whywouldyouaskmethat?Did

yougivemeapoison?

***eh***

Cassandra:Why?Huh?Why?

Me:I'mnottryingtopoisonyou



Cassandra:Youkilledmymother

Me:Awuguliperhaps?WhywouldIkillyour

mom?JeezI'mnotinthemoodrightnow,I

haveafriendwho'sfightingforherlifein

hospitalIshouldbeworriedabout.

Cassandra:BULL!

***Ididn'tseethat?Shegavemeonehellaslap

andIheldmyburningcheekswhileIwas

wipingmymouthwiththeotherhand.What

wasthat?***

Cassandra:Siyamaan.Whathavemymomdo

toyou?Lookatme,Inevergotachancetobe

withmymotherallbecauseofyou.Ihateyou

somuchthatIwishIcannotrecogniseyou

anymore.You'vestolesomuchfromme.You

liedaboutmymother'sdeath,why?

Me:Ididn'tkillher

Cassandra:I'mgonnaaskyouagain,Whatsthat

operationfor?



***Iswallowedlookingather***

Cassandra:Great

***Shewipedtearsonherface***

Cassandra:Untilyouripyourchestapartand

givemethatheartI'llmakeyousuffer

consequences.You'llwishyouwasneverborn

andI'llmakesureyoudieaslowpainfuldeath

thenletthedogsfinishyouoff.I'manorphan

todayallbecauseofyou.Youandyourdamn

fatherstolemymotherfromme.

***Ilookedatherwithtearsrollingdownmy

cheeks***

Cassandra:Betterbereadyforawarbecause

it'sabouttogetdown.You'llregretthedayyou

letthatheartbeatforyou.

***Hervoicewasfirmandlookedlikeshe

meanteveryword.OnlyifmySharonwashere.

WhenwouldIevergetpeace***



Me:Ididn'tknowshewouldgivemeherheart

Cassandra:Seecareonmyface?

***Ilookedatherasmyheartwasbeatingfast.

Isowishtheearthwouldopenupandswallow

me.Afterthatsheleft.FewminuteslaterAlutha

gotinsidelookingconcerned***

Alutha:Iwon'tpretendlikeIdidn'thearanything

butSiya,CassandraisadangerouspersonI've

seen.Pleasebecareful.

Me:Pleasego

***Shelookedatmeandsighed***

Alutha:Justtalktoherbeforeitstoolate

Me:Andsaywhat?Justgo

***Iwon'tlieandsayI'mnotscared.With

Cassandra,everythingispossible.***

Goodmorning♡
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***AfterCassieleftIwenttobrushmyteeth

andthenchangedintosomethingsimple.I

walkeddownstairsandCassandrawassitting

nexttoAuntchatting,Iavoidedanyeyecontact

withherandmymindwasreallyfar.Whatis

shegonnado?NotanyharmmightyGod,I'm

tiredofpainhonestly.Ididn'tdoanythingandif

IknewNonhlewasgonnagimmeherheartI

wasn'tgoingtoacceptit.WhenIthoughtI've

escapedeverythingandCassandrawantsto

dragmedown.Why?It'snotmyfault,isn'tit?I



remembermydaddy'slastwords"You'rea

conquerer.Thefearlessone.Fightforyour

happiness"buthowwillIfightwhenI'mthis

weakandafraid?***

"EarthtoSiya"

***Iquicklysnappedoutofit***

Likhona:What'swrong?

Me:I'mfine.

Likhona:You'renot.Tellme.

Me:Ijustmissmyfather,that'sall.

Likhona:Wecanvisithisgrave,okay?

***SHesmiledandInodded.***

Alutha:AnythingaboutSharon?

Me:Stillunconscious

Alutha:God,Ihopeshegetswell.

Me:Yeahmetoo



Likhona:Aren'tyougonnatakeaseat?

Me:NahIwantsomeair

***IlookedatCassandrathenleft.WhenIgot

outsideIfeltsomeonetouchingmyhandandit

wasCassandra***

Me:Pleaseleavemealone

Cassandra:Ohsorry

***Sheletgoofmyhand***

Cassandra:I'mjustexcitedaboutallthisplan.

Ncncncnc.Youwon'tknowwhathityou.You'll

cursethedayyouwereborn.I'maCampbell

wellKuneneofcourse,honeyandnoonemess

upwiththemandgetsawaywithit.

***Iswallowedhard***

Cassandra:Startcountingdownbecauseit's

abouttogodown

Me:I'mnotafraidofyouandyoursmallthreats

dear



Cassandra:We'llseebecauseibelieveinaction

***Shesmiledandgotclosetome***

Cassandra:Ican'twait

***Shewhispered,turnedandleft.OhGod***

.
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♡NARRATED♡

***ItwasthefirstofDecember.SiyaandAlutha

wereoutforshopping.Sharonwasn'tgetting

anybetterandthenurseswanttoswitchoffthe

machinesbecausethere'snothingelsetodo.

AnywaysCassandrawasinthekitchenlooking

atLikhonacooking.Shewasthinkingofthe

planshewantstodestroySiyawith.Okay.***



Cassandra:Aunt

Likhona:Yes?

Cassandra:Tellmehowyoufound,Siya.Imean

youwereoverseasforyears.

Likhona:Well,shewaslivingonstreetswithher

friendSharon.Idon'twanttotalkaboutit

becauseitfrustratesme.

Cassandra:Ohokay.Iguessyou'vebeen

throughalotwithher.

***Likhonanodded***

Cassandra:Sheowesyoualot.

***Likhonachuckled***

Likhona:No.She'smybrother'sdaughterand

itsmydutyey.Plusshe'saveryamazing

person

Cassandra:WellallIcansayis,you'vespoilther

sobadthatshedoesn'tseeyou.Shelether

boyfriendcomehereanddoastheyplease.I



mean,youhavetoputyourfootdownandnever

lethertaketheadvantageofthat.

***Likhonastoodandlookedather***

Cassandra:Thinkaboutallthecars,money,

businesseshermotherleftforher.Doyouthink

she'llrespectyouevenmore?No.She'llforget

aboutyou.She'llforgetaboutalltheupsand

downsyouwentthroughforher.Moneychange

peopleAunt.Haveyouaskedyourselfwhyshe

didn'tapplyforanyvarsity?

***Likhonashookherhead***

Likhona:No

Cassandra:Becausesheknowsthatshehas

everythingandshedoesn'tneedanything.

Soonerorlatershe'llleaveandgotoHoughton.

***Shesmiled***

Cassandra:Youneverthoughtaboutit,have

you?Wellsinceyou'redatingMrMotaung,we



canoutsmarther.

Likhona:How?

Cassandra:You'realawyer,yourboyfriendMr

Motaungisalawyersoyou'llmakeallthiseasy.

Likhona:Youmean,fakingaWill

***Cassandrasmiledwidely***

Cassandra:Yes.Whatdoyouthink?

***Likhonasmiledandnodded***

Likhona:Ineverthoughtaboutitbeforeyazi.

Cassandra:Justimagineowningallthesefancy

businesses,cars,houseandabonusofmillions

ontop.Huh?

Likhona:Livingadreaming.God

Cassandra:Imagine.Siyawillstartobeyingyour

orders.

Likhona:You'resmarterthanIthought

***Cassandrabowed***



Cassandra:Ofcourse

Likhona:Wow

Cassandra:Letmeleaveyoutoit.Iknowyou

won'tdisappoint

***Shewinkedatherandleft.***

.

.
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***WhenwegothomefromShoppingIfound

LikhonaandCassieeating.Iwasreallyhungry

andtired.Ithrewmyselfonthecouch***

Me:DAMN.Whatalongday.

Alutha:I'mnevershoppingwithyouagain.

***Ilaughed***

Me:Heyaunt.



Likhona:Hi

Me:Mydaywasgreatthanksforasking

Likhona:Yourfoodisinawarmer.I'mofftobed

***Withthatshestoodupandleft.AluthaandI

lookedateachotherandsheshrugged***

Alutha:Whatwasthat?

Me:I'malsowondering

Cassandra:Where'sCalvin?

Me:I'mnothiskeeper

Cassandra:NoI'mjustaskingbecauseIdon't

seehimlately.

Me:Ohthat'sbad.

Alutha:Ineedtosleep.Goodnight

***Shestoodupandleft.***

Cassandra:Iheardthewonderfuldaytoday

withMrMotaung



Me:Whenareyougettingyourshare?

Cassandra:Soon

***Shethenstoodup***

Cassandra:ThedayI'llbegettingmyshare

you'llbeleftwithnothingonyourname.

RememberwhatIsaid,Ibelieveinaction.Be

readyforone.Don'tforgettoswitchoffthe

lights

***Shethenleftmethereconfused.What's

goingonwiththisgirl?Someoneplease

explain***
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***SomuchhashappenedtomeandIdon't

havemorefightsleftinme.Onlyfewweeks

beforeitsChristmasandalsoNewYear.Iwant

tostartmyNewYearwithpeaceandlove.Since

myfatherpassedonIneverfoundhappiness

andpeace.AnotherthingIhatewholeheartedly

issittingbythecorner,cryingandfeelingsorry

formyself.It'stimeIputmyfootdownand

standupformyself.Mydaddymustbeturning

onhisgraverightnow,heknowswellthathe

didn'traisemetobeweak.WhateverCassandra

throwsatmeIshouldn'tletitgettome.Ihave

toputmyselffirstandIdon'tcareifthatmeans

death.Youdon'tnaturallygethappiness,right?

Youcreateone.Beingsadwon'tpaymybills,

beingsadwon'tmakemestrong.Okay,Iwas

sittingonthebalconyeatingmuesliwith

yoghurt.ImissmyCalvinsomuch,hehasgone

toDurbanforholidays.Wespeakeverynowand



thenonWhatsAppandonphonecall.Hewould

askmeifI'mnotnervousaboutmyresults

cominginJanuary.Iwasn'tnervousbutIknow

whenthetimecomesIwouldn'tevenget

enoughsleep.WellasIwassittingmyaunt

cametostandinfrontofme***

Likhona:You'rethinkingthatI'mavoidingYou

andIdon'tgiveyouallthetimeintheworld,

right?

***Isaidnothingandlookedather***

Likhona:Truthis,I'mhelpingYouhere.

Cassandrahasevilplansforyou.Shewantsto

destroyyou.IhavetopretendasifI'monher

side.

Me:Whatevilplans?

Likhona:Shewantstotakeallthewealthyour

motherleftforyou.

Me:I'mnotsosurprisedaunt.Cassandra

blamesmeforNonhle'sdeath.Shewantsmeto



ripmychestapartandgiveherNonhle'sheart.

Likhona:Hayiuphambene(She'scrazy)

Me:Auntpleasedomeonesmallfavour

Likhona:Anything

Me:Pleaseletmefightthis.I'mtiredofseeing

everyonefightingformyownbattles.

***Shesmiledandtouchedmyface***

Likhona:You'resure?

***Inodded***

Likhona:Ifyouneedanythingj....

Me:I'llcometoyou

***Welaughed***

Likhona:Iloveyousomuch

Me:Iloveyoutoo

***ShesmiledbetweenhertearsandIwiped

tearsoffherface***



Likhona:Letmego

***Shestoodupandleft.Wow.Istillcannot

believethatCassandrawantstopoisonmy

auntagainstme.Okay.Gameon.***

.

.

.

.

.

♡CASSANDRA♡

***WellsinceIhaveLikhonaonmysidethen

nothingwillstopmefromdestroyingthatbitch.

I'llmakeherlifealivinghell.Ican'twaittosee

heronherkneesbegging.I'mwithmyNew

friendPreciousandonethingIloveabouther,

shehatesSiyamorethanIdo.Ididn'taskhow

sheknowsherbutallIknowisshe'llhelpme

withallmyplans.***



Precious:Where'sshe?

Me:Who?

Precious:ThatwitchcalledSiyasanga.

"I'mhere"

***WebothturnedandItwasSiya***

Siya:Tadaa!Thewitchishere.

***SHesmiledandthenerveshehas.Damn***

Siya:Ohhey.Ididn'tseeyouhere.Myancient

witch.

***ShewaslookingatPrecious***

Siya:Thisisgoingtobefun.Threedifferent

typesofwitchestogether.

Me:Shutup

Siya:Why?BecauseI'mspeakingandyou're

quiet?Listen,Youcanbeafoolsometimesand

Ineverthoughtyoucanstoopsolow.Earthto

Cassie,doyourallythinkyoucantakeallthat



belongstome?

Me:Wha.....

Siya:Youkeepquietandlistentomebecause

I'mstillspeaking.Youwon'tgetanythingfrom

Nonhle.ImeanANYTHING.Allthesethings

sheleftforyou,youwon'tgetanyofthem

***Thisgirlthisissciencefictionmovie.I

chuckled***

Me:Don'ttellmeyouwantedmetokeepquiet

andlistentoyourlullabiescozreallyyou're

makingmesleepy.Siyasanga,doyoureally

thinkyoucanbattleme?Whatareyou?Youwill

listentomenowandverycareful,Iwilldestroy

youpiecebypiece.Iwillmakeyousweepon

myfeet.IwillnevergiveupuntilIseeyou

beggingonyourknees.Markmywords.

Siya:I'llmakeyoueatyourownwordsmydear

***Hervoicewasfirmbutlow***



Siya:Youwantafight?

***Shesmiled***

Siya:Thenbringiton.

Me:Soyou'reready?

Siya:Morethanready.HeyPresh,Isee

Nolubabalo'switchcraftisstillworkingonyou.

***Shechuckled***

Siya:Ciao

***Shewinkedandleft***

Precious:Thenervethisbitchhas.

Me:Thiswon'tbeeasierthanIthought
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♡NARRATED♡

***SiyawasgonetohospitalwithAluthatosee

Sharonwhojustwokeupfromcoma.

Cassandrawassittingwithtwoguysonthe

kitchenhavingaglassofwhisky.Whenthedoor

openedshestoodupandLikhonaappeared.***

Likhona:Cassie

Cassandra:Likhona

***Likhonalookedatherthenbackatthe

guys***

Likhona:What'sgoingonhere?

Cassandra:Ishouldbeaskingyou

Likhona:Askingme?Gentswhoareyou?

Cassandra:Don'tworryaboutwhoarethey

Khona.I'mCassandra

Likhona:Iknowyou,so?



Cassandra:DoyouknowwhatIdotopeople

whobetrayme?

***Likhonachuckled***

Likhona:I'mnotinthemood,pleasetakethis

plasticsandputthemthere.I'mgoingtobed.

***WhenShewasabouttoleaveCassandra

heldherarm***

Cassandra:Don'ttestme,Likhona.

Likhona:Didyouloseyourrespect?

Cassandra:Foryou?Yes.LikhonaIthoughtwe

wereateambutIwaswrong.Youbetrayedme

andthentoldSiyasangaaboutourmoves.

Likhona:YouthinkI'mgoingtobetraymybaby

foryourownselfishreasons.Iloveyou

CassandrabutI'msorry.

***Cassandralaughedandthenkeptastraight

face***

Cassandra:We'lltalkaboutthisinheaven.Guys



takeher

Likhona:W....

***Theguystookherwhileshewasscreaming

andkicking.Theyputherinthebootand

Cassandratookthedriver'sseat.Theguysgot

atthebackandoffshewastakentoonlyGod

knowswhere.Itwasanoldshackandvery

rusty.Theytookheroutofthebootandpushed

herinsidetheshack.***

Likhona:Youwon'tgetawaywiththis.

Cassandra:Sit

Likhona:Letmego,Cassandra.

Cassandra:"Letmego,Cassandra"

***Shemimickedhervoice***

Cassandra:Boys,tieherandmakesureher

mouthisclosed.I'lltellyouthenextmovewhen

Igetback.UntilI'mdonewithmyplansIdon't

wanttoseeherface



Likhona:Cassandraplease

***Cassandrastartedlaughing***

Cassandra:I'mawarriorgents.LookImadean

adultcry.Itmakesmefeelcomplete.

***Shelookedattheguys***

Cassandra:DoasIsaid

***LikhonascreamedandCassandralaughed

allthewayouttothecar.***

Cassandra:Nowwhat?SiyasangaDlamini.Why

Dlaminiwhenyou'reapureXhosa?But

anywaysletthegamebegin

***Shesaidstartingtheengine***

.
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***SeeingmySharonoutfrom"coma"mademe

happy.Althoughshewasstillweakandinpains.

Lookingatherdrylipsandswolleneyesmade

mecry.Poorsoul.HowIwishIcantakeaway

allherpains,well,aftervisitingherwewentto

getsomethingtoeatatthespur.OnourwayI

feltsomeonepattingmyshoulderwhenIturnin

wasChris.Iscreamedandhuggedhim***

Me:Christopher

Chris:MyQueen

***HebowedandIlaughed***

Me:Youknowhowtohideyourselfdude

Chris:I'msorrybabesbutI'mherenow.

***Hewasn'talone.HewaswithJade.God

knowswhenlastdidIseethisperson***

Me:Hey

Jade:Hi



Chris:Beautifullady

***HewaslookingatAlutha***

Alutha:Chris

Jade:Chrisletsgo,Palesamustbeworried.

Chris:Byegirls

***Weexchangedhugsandleft.Wejust

orderedtakeawaysinceitwasgettinglate.

Whenweweredonewewenthomeandseems

liketherewasnoonearound.Aluthatookthe

platesanddishedupForthetwoofusandwe

wenttowatchsomemovie.AfterthemovieI

headedtobed.ThefollowingdayIwokeupdid

myhygieneroutineandthenwentdownstairs.

Cassandrawasmakingabreakfast***

Me:Hi.Where'saunt?

Cassandra:Dead

Me:Mxm

Cassandra:You'retalkingtoCampbell



***Shesaidlookingatme***

Me:So?

Cassandra:Youshouldmindyourtongue

***Shehadawidegrinonherfacewhichpisses

me***

Me:Fuckyou

Cassandra:Ittakestwobutsadlywebothhave

vagina

***Shewinked***

Cassandra:Sohaveyoumadeyourmove

Me:Doesitconcernsyou?

Cassandra:Maybebecauseit'sonlyamatterof

timebeforeyoustartcrawling.

Me:Onyourdreams

Cassandra:Youshouldbeworriedaboutyour

auntie.

***Ilookedatherwithmyeyebrowsraised***



Me:Whatyou'retalkingabout?

***Sheshrugged***

Me:IfyoudaredosomethingtoherIsweary....

Cassandra:Phola(Cooloff)I'mdonewithher.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Cassandra:Exactlythat

Me:Talk

Cassandra:Whyengekhoapha?

***Ilookedather***

Cassandra:Don'tlookatmelikethat.Shegave

menochoice

Me:Where'sshe?

Cassandra:Somewheresafer

***Iranupstairstoherroomandnothing***

Me:AUNT!

***Ishoutedhernamebutdololo.Iwent



downstairsandCassandrawaseating***

Me:Uphi?(Where'sshe?)

Cassandra:I'mnotgoingtorepeatmyself.

Me:Hehehe

***Ilaughed***

Me:Cassandraifyoudarehurth....

Cassandra:You'llwhat?Tellacowardthat

Me:Soyouknowwhere'sshe?

Cassandra:Andshe'llhelpmefakeaWILL.

***Shestoodupandleftmestandingthere***
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***SoCassandrahaveauntLikhonaandkept

herhostage.Shereallydoknowhowtoplayher

cardsey.IfIdon'tdoanyshxtI'llregretit

tomorrow.Iwokeupthefollowingday,made

mybed,didmyhygieneroutinethenworea

blacksportbrawithrippeddelelaandpeach

timberlandandIfinishedthelookwithanude

lipstick.ItookmyphoneanddialledAustin's,je

pickeduponthethirdring***

Austin:Whatalovelysurprise

Me:PleasemeetmeatBalfourParkin30

Austin:That'sfar,what'sup?

Me:JustmeetmetherewithChris

Austin:Sup?

Me:EnoughaboutquestionsAustin.Bringme

somemachines

Austin:WH....



***Hestartedcoughinglikehegotchokedby

hisownwords***

Me:Please

Austin:You'rescaringmebutfine.Seeyouin

30

***HeThencutthecall.Afterthatiwent

downstairsandAluthawaseatingcereal.I

greetedbeforegrabbinganapple***

Alutha:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Ueahanddon'twaitupforme

Alutha:Cool.

***Iwinkedandwentoutofthehouse.OnlyifI

knewhowtodrivemxmsomeonereallyneeds

somedrivinglessonsASAP.Ijoggedtothetaxi

rankandgreatitonlyneededonepersonbefore

ittakesoff.ThedrivewasquietlongandChris

didn'tstopcallingmeandaskwherewasI.

WhenIgotthereIaskedthemwherearethey



andtheysaidtheynexttoEnginegarage.I

spottedChris'scarfromthedistanceandi

joggedtothem.Tomysurprisetheywerewith

Ase.***

Me:Hey

Austin:Screwyourhey.We'vebeenwaitingfor

anhourorso

Me:Tendencyofnothavingacarislame.Ihad

towaitforthetaxitobefull

Chris:Whyarewehere?

Me:Myauntisintrouble

Ase:Whatkindofatrouble?

***itookabigsighandtoldthemeverything.

Austinstartedlaughinglikeacrackedupa

joke***

Me:Thisisn'tfunny?

Austin:Iknowbutifinditfunny.



Chris:ChillAustin.Youknowwhereshekept

her?

***Ishookmyhead***

Austin:Howarewegoingtofindher?

***Ishrugged***

Ase:WellIthinkyoushouldcallCassandraso

wecantraceherphone

Chris:Greatthinking.Let'sgetinsidethecar.

***WegotinsideandAustinstartedcalling

Cassandrawithmyphoneofcourse.Itstarted

ringingandtheyquicklycutthecall.Afterfew

minutesitconnected***

Chris:AlexandraTownship?

Me:It'snotfarfromhere,isit?

Ase:Notatall.Let'sgo

Austin:Whydidn'tyouletallofthistothe

police?



Me:Idon'tbelieveinthemthat'swhyIchoose

todothingsmyself.

***HenoddedandChrisstartedanEngine.

Whoooa.AlexandraisthebiggesttownshipI

justhopewefindthembeforeanythingelse.

WestoppedonsomeplacewhichIcan'teven

describeit.Nottosoundrudeoroffendingto

peoplelivingthere,yourplaceisreallydirty.We

gotoutandAustinledtheway.Heyiii

sisematyotyombeni(Ican'tsayitinEnglish.It

won'tsoundthesame )

Howdopeopleliveherekodwa?WellI'mnot

theonetojudge.Beforeturningleftisawone

oftheguysCassandrawaswithstanding

outsideanoldshack***

Me:Thisway

Ase:Yousure?

***Inodded.BeforeturningIbumpedto

Cassandraandmyphonefell.***



Cassandra:Fuck

***ShesoundedAngry***

Me:LetgoofauntLikhona

Cassandra:Youhavetogetthroughmefirst

***Shesaidtakingoffherjacket***

Ase:Wenotheretofight.

Austin:MaC?

Cassandra:Theoneandonly

***Whataretheytalkingabout?***

Cassandra:Siyayouknowittakespowerto

fightMaC,right?

Me:Who'sthat?

Austin:Itsher.

***Ilaughed***

Me:Lame

Cassandra:Siyalet'snotfight,yougimmethe



housemoney,cars,sharesandyouliveyourlife

peacefully

***Ichuckled***

Me:Notwithoutafight

Chris:Ohwait,Siyadon't.

Cassandra:Youdon'twanttodothis

Me:Tryme

***Shestartedlaughing***

Cassandra:I'llbeback

***Hegotinsidetheshackandwewaited

outside***

"Youdownnow"

***SheshoutedfromtheshackbeforeIheard

somescreams.Iranandtriedtopushthedoor

butlookslikeshelockedit***

Me:Cassandraletgoofhernow

Cassandra:Twochoices.Youkickthedoorand



Iblowherheadofforyougimmethemoney.

Me:GOTOHELL!

Cassandra:SiyaIdon'twantbloodinmyhands

youknow.

Me:Austindosomething

***Iwasangryandintears***

Ase:Daddyraisedastrongperson,Siya.

Me:Cassandrapleaseletgoofmyaunt

"Siyahelpme"

Cassandra:SHUTUP!Siyayourtimeup.I'm

prettysureyoudon'twantthistogetoutof

hands,doyou?

Me:JustopenthebloodydoorCassandra

***IgrabbedthegunfromAustin***

Me:Okayfine

"SIYA!"



***Hearingmyaunt'svoicebrokeme***

Me:Deal.Justlethergo

Cassandra:I'mnotafoolifyoumustknow

***Iwasgettingirritatedandangryatthesame

time.Thisgirlwastestingmypatience***

Cassandra:You'reasmartgirl,Siya.Ypufound

thisplaceinfewhoursandpleasedon'ttryto

saveyourauntbykillingher.Webothknowit

wouldbeyourfault.

"SIYAJUSTGOHOMEPLEASE."

***Notwithoutafight.Isaidtomyselfastears

wererollingdownmycheeks.***

Chris:Siy....

Me:Idon'twannahearitChristopher.Myaunt

isintherebecauseofme.

Chris:That'snottrue

Me:Itistrue.IfIdidn'thavethisheartiwouldn't



beenherebeggingforCassandratoletgoof

auntLikhona.

Ase:Siyayoucandothis.

***Shesaidwipingtearsofffrommyface***

Me:CASSANDRA

Cassandra:Goodnews?

***IchuckledandlookedatChris***

Me:I'mdoingthisalone?

***Theyalllookeddown

Me:Fine.

***Isetthegunandtheguyssteppedaside.

Idiots.I

pushedthedoorreallyhardandIdon'tknow

whathappened,Cassandraquicklyjumpedand

beforeIcouldsayanythingiheardthesoundof

thegunshotandmyheartstoppedforasecond.

Itbecamequietanddarkforfewminutes.When



IopenedmyeyesIlookedatmyselfandIhad

bloodstain.WhenIlookdownIsawCassandra

silentlycryingholdingherleftfootwhichwas

bleeding.Didijustshother?How?Ilooked

behindmeandAsemahlewasstillholdinga

gunpointingatCassandra.Sheshother?***

Cassandra:Si...y...apl...easehelpme

***ShescriedinpainsandIlookedatmyaunt

whowassittingbythecornersilentlycrying***

Me:Aunt

***Irantoherandhuggedhertight.Austingot

inandtookherout***

Cassandra:Si...yahelpme

Me:GotohellCassandra.IfAsemahledidn't

shootyoufirstIwould'vebeendead.

Cassandra:Pl...ease

Me:IcursethedayIwentallthewaytoEastern

Capetogetyou.You'renothingbutapieceof



rubbish,dog.Youdeservetodie.Iwon'thelp

youbecauseIwanttoseeyousuffer.

***iwipedtearsonmyface***

Cassandra:Bloodisthickerthanwater

Me:Sowhat?YoutreatedmelikeIkilledyour

mother.YoutreatedmelikeIaskedforyour

mother'sheart.Yetyoudon'tknowhowmuch

I'vesufferedbecauseofyourmother.Itolerated

allthepainintheworldjusttopleaseyour

mother.IfIhadacourage,Iwould'verippedoff

mychestandtakeoutyourmother'sheartbut

sadlyIdon'thavethatcourage.

***Ilookedatherastearswererollingdownher

smoothcheeks***

Me:Ihatetosaythisbuty'allhavechangedan

innocentsoulintoamonster.Now,youcancall

your"guys"totakeyoutothehospitalbecauseI

SiyasangaElothandoDlaminiwouldneverdo

that.



"DoitSiyasanga.Showherthatwe'renothing

likethem."

***ThatwasauntLikhonacomingtowardsme.I

couldseethehatredinhereyes***

Me:No.I'llju....

***SheheldmebackverytightbecauseIwas

abouttosteponthatwound.***

Me:Fuck!

Austin:Yourauntisright.

Me:What'srightisleavingthisbitchhere

Ase:IagreewithSiyasanga.

Cassandra:Siyaplease

***ShestartedcryinghystericallyandIwasn't

feelinganypityforher***
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***IwasstilllookingatCassandrawithallthe

angerandhateihadinme.Justbecauseshe's

inpainshewantsmyhelp,whoamItoher?My

dadmightbeangryatmeforbeingcruelbutI

don'tcare.I'mtiredofpeopletakingan

advantageofthegoodpersoninme.It'stime

theyseethechangetheymadetome.They

changedmetosomethingmyfatheraskedme

nottobe.HereIam,holdingaguntomyown

bloodsistersomethingIsworetomyselfthatI'll

neverdonottomyownworstenemy.ButifI

havetobeamurdertobehappythenletitbe.

It'stimeIputmyselffirst.I'mtiredoflivingto

pleaseeveryonebutnotme.I'mtiredofcrying



likeeveryoneislisteningtomycries.I'mtiredof

sittingbackandletpeoplefightmybattles.I'm

tiredofbeingweakandnice.Thislifenever

showedmeareasontobekind,goodandall

buthereIwas,laughingwithenemiesjustto

makemylifemoremiserable.God!Ionce

believedyouexist.Ioncebelievedyoulovedme,

Ioncebelievedyoucareaboutme,Ionce

believedyouwillmakeawaybutwhowasI

fooling.ForgivemebutthinksboutthepainI've

tolerated,wasGodtheretohelpme.I've

sufferedenoughandtodayIstopallthat.I

lookedatAuntandbacktoCassandra.Thepart

ofmewantedtokickhersohardandtheother

partofmewantedtospitonherface.I

chuckledandshookmyhead***

Me:Let'sgoeveryone

Chris:Wecan'tleaveh....

***Iquicklypointedhimwiththegun.Jeer

wheredidIgetthatball?***



Me:Isaidlet'sgo

Chris:Cool

***Hesaidturning.BeforeIstartedwalking

Cassandraheldmylegsotight***

Cassandra:S...i..ya

***Sheswallowed***

Cassandra:Ndiyakucela,ndincede(Please,help

me)

Me:BOYS!

***Herguysappeared.They'rethemostidiots

I'veseen.***

Them:Yes!

Me:Yourbossneedsyou

***Isaidwalkingawaytothecar.Austinwas

lookingatme***

Austin:Areyouthiscruel?

Me:Youdidn'tevenhelpme



Chris:Wewantedyoutofightthisyourself.

Me:Jeezthanks

Ase:Ismellgangsterism

Likhona:Neverinyourlifeallowpeopleto

changeyouSiyasanga,please.

Me:JustdriveChris.

***IsaidsittingbackandChrisstartedthe

Engine.DayspassedandIwasatthemallwith

AluthadoingsomeshoppingforChristmas

whichisnextweekandgoodthingisSharon

willbedischargedbeforeChristmas.After

doingtheshoppingauntfetchedus.Idon'teven

knowwhereisCassandraandnotthatIcare.

OhIhavestartedwithmydrivinglessons,Chris

havebeenteachingme.Whenwegothomewe

packedthestuffonitsplaceandIwenttobath.

NextyearI'llbemovingtoHoughtonwhereI'll

bestayingaloneofcourse.Sheeventoldme

thatI'llbestudyingatWitsshehadappliedfor



methereforBcomAccounting.WellIwas

hopingI'llbedoingLLBbutheyyIcan't

complain.Afterbathingmyphonerangandit

wasCalvin.Iscreamedwithexcitementbefore

answering.***

Me:Babe

Calvin:HoneyHoney

***Ilaughedathowhesaidit***

Me:Imissyou

Calvin:Wellcomeandopenthedoor

Me:I'mnotafool

Calvin:Justcome

***Icutthecallandrandownstairstoopenthe

door.TherewasnooneinthedoorsoIopened

thegateandtherehewasinablackporsh.He

droveinandIjumpedupanddownexcitedly.

GoshImissedthisasssomuch.Hepackedthe

caronthedrivewayandthenhegotout***



Calvin:Comegivemesomesugar

***Irantohisarmsandhuggedhimsotight.He

smelledsogreat***

Me:Mine

Calvin:Babeyou'vegrown.

***Igiggled***

Me:You'vegrown

***HekissedmeandIkissedhimback.Itfelt

sogoodtobearoundhisarmsagain.Imissed

hislipssomuch.AftersometimeIbrokethe

kiss***

Calvin:Where'sLikhona?

Me:Work

Calvin:She'sobsessedwithherworkhey

Me:Very.Let'sgoinside

***Heagreedandhecuppedmeinbridalstyle

untilwewereinside***



Calvin:Where'severyone?

Me:Aluthaiswatchingtv

***Henodded***

Calvin:Goandgetdressed

Me:For?

Calvin:Justgo

***WellIhadatowelwrappedaroundme***

Me:Okay.I'llbeback

***Iranupstairstomyroomandworeafloral

pinksummerdresswithsandals,Itiedmyhair

inamessyponytailandthenIwentdownstairs.

CalvinwaswatchingtvwithAlutha***

Me:I'mhere

Alutha:Notagain

Me:What?

Alutha:Youwon'tleavemeherealone



Calvin:Sadlysheisleavingyoubutwillbeback

innotime

***ShefrownandIgiggled.Shelookedatus

andpouted***

Me:You'resocute

Alutha:Letmegoandmakesomesmoothie

andthengoandswim

***Shestoodupandleftus***

Calvin:Let'sgo

Me:Mylegsaren'tmoving

***Hesighedandthentookmeinbridalstyleto

thecar.Heopenedthedoorformein

passangersseatandherantohisside***

Calvin:I'vegotasurpriseforyou

***Isaidnothingandsmiled.Hestartedthecar

andoffwewenttohishouse.Therewasnoone

insideandheledthewayupstairstohisroom.

Whenwegotthere,therewasaminipicnicwith



roses,snacks,juice,aboxofpizzaand

fruits.***

Me:Wow

Calvin:I'mbeingromantic

***Ilaughed.***

Calvin:Come

***Wesatdownandwestartedeatingoverlight

conversation.Aftereatingwestartedkissing.

Thekisswaspassionate,itwas itbrought

shiversdownmyspine.Hetookmetothebed

andkissedme,hisotherhandwasmovingup

anddownmythighs.Hethenkissedmyneck

that'swhenImanagetoletalittlemoancome

out.Aftersometimehelookedatme***

Calvin:Areyoureadyforthis?

***Inodded***

Calvin:You'resure?

Me:Yes



***Hiseyesweresmallandred.Hekissedme

whilehislefthandliftedmydressup.Whenit

gottomyneckhestoppedkissingmeandtook

itoffcompletely,hethentookoffhist-shirt.His

Abs Gawdwhatareyoudoingtome?Me

ontheotherhandIwasleftwithapantyonly.

Hesqueezedmybreastsandthefeelingwas

foreigntome.Hewentdownandslightlytook

offmyundiesandIwasnakedgoshhow

embarrassing.Heinsertedhisfingertomy

honeypotandIwasmoaningafterthathe

startedmuffedme,hestoppedbeforeIcum

andwenttokissme.Hestoppedandtookoff

hisjeanandundiesandiclosedmyeyesshut.

Hechuckled***

Calvin:What'swrong?

***HecameontopofmeandIfelthishardD

betweenmylegshekissedme,hetriedto

inserthimselfbutitwastootight.GodIknow

I'mnotavirginbutthisisscary.Hecontinued



kissingmeandwithoutawarningitwasin.

HelloIwishIcangoonbutwehaveunderages

around youguesswhathappened.

Afterwewerebothcamehelayonhisbackand

Iwasbreathingveryhigh.Hegotoutofbedand

wenttoanen-suitbathroom.Hecameback

shortlytotellmetocomeandbath.***

Me:Comeandtakeme

***Helaughed***

Calvin:You'resuchacrybaby

Me:Goodnowyouknow

***Hetookmetotheshowerandhejoinedme.

Afterwewerebothdonehegavemealotion.

AftergettinglotionIwenttothebedroom,he

wasfullydressed,thatwasquick.Iwas

wrappingatowelaroundmeandhewassitted

onbed***

Me:Wherearemyclothes?



Calvin:Oh

***Hewenttotheclosetandhetookouthis

greysweatpantandwhiteAdidast-shirt.and

handedtome***

Me:Andthis?

Calvin:Wearthese

Me:Iwantmyclothes

Calvin:They'reinwashingmachine

Me:Myundies?

***Hetookoutabraandapantyinjis

drawer.***

Me:What'sthat?

Calvin:spotbraandpanty?

Me:Whose?

Calvin:Yours

Me:Sincewhen?



Calvin:IboughtyoutheseforChristmasand

sinceyouhere

***ItwasKelvinKlein.Wow.Iliterallylaughedat

this***

Calvin:Here

Me:Thanks.

***Hethensatonbed***

Me:Leave

Calvin:Why

Me:Ican'tdresswithyoustaringatme

Calvin:I'llbestaringatmyassets,so?

***Hesaidsittingbackcompletelystaringatme.

Ilookedathimwithmyeyespoppedout***

Calvin:Iknowyourbody,Siyasanga

Me:Mxmyou'reanannoyingass

***Isaidmumbling***



Calvin:Iheardyou

***Irolledmyeyesandgotdressed.Afterthat

wewentdownstairstoeat***

.

.

.

Willcontinuelater
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***Iwasonmywaytothehospitaltofetch



Sharon.Shewasgoingtostaywithusuntilshe

wasfine.IwaswithCalvin,hewasdrivingme.

OnthewaywewerelisteningtoEllaMai'ssong

andnobodywastalkingtotheother.Whenwe

gottohospitalIgotoffandCalvingotoffto

withabagofCosmeticsandclothesforShaz.

Wewalkedintoherwardroom,shewassitting

onherbedeating.Shelookedbetterthanthe

otherdays.IsmiledatherasIwalkedtowards

her.Shelookedatusandgaveusthatweak

smileofhers.Herheadwasstillcoveredwith

bandageandherlefteyewasbitswollennotin

abadwaythough.Calvintookaplatefromher

andthenwehelpedhertothebathroom.I

helpedherwashherface,armpitsandbrush

herteeth.SheputonsomerollonandthenI

gaveherapinkfleecetracksuitwhichIbought

adayago.AfterthatIwenttosignsome

dischargingformsthenthedoctorgaveusher

medicinewithinstructionsofcourse.Shewas

walkingveryslowandthatboredCalvinabit***



Calvin:Godthiswilltakeusanhourtogetto

thecar

Me:Helpushau

Calvin:Areyourlegspainful

***Sharonlaughedweakly***

Calvin:Smalladvice,don'tlaugh.

Me:Carryher

***HegroanedandIgiggled.Hecarriedherto

thecarandputheratthebackseat.Iwenton

thepassangersseatafterwithCalvincomingat

thedriversseat.Thedrivewasquietlongand

boring.WhenwegothomeCalvincarriedher

insideandputheronthecouch.Mypoorfriend

lookedexhaustedsoIwenttomyroomtotake

ablanketsoshecanliedownabit.Iwalked

Calvinoutandthankedhimforeverything.

WhenIreturnedshewasfastasleepsoI

decidedtogoandcooksomethingsothatshe

eatswhenshewakesup.Aluthaenteredabit



laterwearingaswimmingcostumeIguessshe

wasswimming.***

Alutha:Ismelledthearomafromthedoor.It

smellssogoodinhere.

Me:I'mjustcooking

Alutha:Whoareyoutryingtoimpress?

***Igiggled***

Me:Noone.Why?

Alutha:Youdon'tjustcook.InfacteversinceI

gothereIneversawyouinthekitchencooking

***Ilaughed.***

Me:WellFYIIdocookbutIhatecooking.My

friendwhomItoldyouaboutisinthelounge.

Alutha:Oh

***That'sallshesaid***

Alutha:How'sshe?

Me:Idon'tknowyazibutshe'sgettingthere.



***Shenodded.***

Alutha:Letmegoandbath.Seeyajustnow

***SheranupstairsandIwasleftinthekitchen

washingthedishesthatwereinthesink.After

thatIwentupstairstorunawarmbathfor

Sharon.Iwokeherupshortlytocomeandbath.

ThestairsseemedtobeaproblemsoIcalled

Aluthatohelp.Whenwegottothebathroom

shetookherclothesoffandstormedinsidethe

bathtub***

Sharon:I'llbefine,Siya.Mylegsarefine.It's

justmyhead.ThedoctorsaidI'llbefineinno

time.Don'tworry,okay?

***Inoddedwithasmileonmyface***

Sharon:IknowyoumissyourNinjabutI'llbe

back.

***Igiggled.Itfeltsogoodtobewithher.After

bathingsheworethesametracksuitshewas

wearingandslippers.***



Sharon:I'llwalkmyselfdownstairs

Me:You'rekiddingme

Sharon:Mylegswerebitheavy.Nowtheyback

tonormal

Me:OkaykebutI'llbewalkingbesidesyou

Sharon:Cool

***WewalkedtogetherdownstairsandIdished

upforher.Aftereatingshetookhermedication.

Auntarrivedaftertakinghermedicine.Shewas

reallyhappytoseeSharonandIleftthemthere

tomyroom.Weekspassed,Christmaspassed,

Sharonwasgettingmuchbetter.Ohon

ChristmasAuntintroducedustohisboyfriend

whowasmom'slawyer.Yesyouguessedright,

RyanMotaung.Rememberhim,don'tyou?

Turnsoutthey'vebeendatingfor4monthsnow.

Wow,myauntknowshowtokeepthingsfrom

us.TodayitwasNewYear.Iwashappyforthis

year.Itsymbolizesnewbeginnings,happiness



andall.Iwokeupfeelingveryfresh.Iopened

thewindows,changedbeddingandputthe

otheroneinthelaundryroom.AuntJoyce

(maid)whocomeonceaweekwillwashem

nextSunday.Icleanedupmyroomthenwentto

thebathroomtodomyhygieneroutine.Iwore

ashortdenimskirt,maroonnecklongsleevet-

shirt.Ididatuckin.Iworeablackblockheel.I

hadbraidswhichIdidyesterdaysoItiedthem

inabun.Iputonamaroonlipstickandsmall

earings.Ifinishedthelookwithamaroon

KelvinKleinwatchCalvinboughtformein

Christmas.IlookedmyselfonthemirrorandI

washellahot.Itookmybagandphonefrom

thecharger.Iwalkedoutandthefamwas

eatingbreakfasttogether.***

Me:HappyNewYeareveryone

Them:HappyNewYearbabes

Me:What'sforbreakfast?



Likhona:Food

***IrolledmyeyesasIsitdownandaunt

dishingupforme***

Sharon:Goingsomewhere?

Me:Yeahthat'swhyI'mnotgoingtoeatthanks

aunt

***ShelookedatmeandIlaughed***

Likhona:Uzotyaphi?(Whereareyougoingto

eat?)

Me:InCalvin's.Soletmego

***Itookmyaunt'scarkeys.Ohyes,CarKeys.I

didn'ttellyou?Forgiveme(laughing)My

drivinglessonswithChriswentwellandyes

nowIgotmydrivinglicence.I'llonlygetmycars

whenImovetoHoughtonnextmonth.Iwalked

outandIwasgonnadriveablackRangeRover.

Ilovethecarbecauseitwasmorecomfortable.

IdrovetoCalvin'shouse.WhenIgottherethe



securityopenedforme.Idroveinandpacked

behindtheredMercedesBenz.Igotout,took

mybagandwalkedtothedoor.Ipressedthe

doorbellandinfewPhiweopenedforme.She

washappytoseemeandsowasI.Shehugged

mesotight***

Phiwe:Aveuzifihla(You'rehidingyourself)

Me:Ngikhonama(I'maroundma)

Phiwe:Ngena(Comein)

***ShemadeawayformeandIstormedinto

thelounge.Calvinstoodupandhuggedme

reallytight***

Me:HappyNewYeareveryone

Calvin:HappyNewYear

C'Dad:Thinasizoyitholaniniihugyonyaka

omusha?(Whenarewegoingtogetahugfor

Newyear)

***Igiggledandwenttohughim.***



C'dad:Ngiyabonga(Thankyou)

Phiwe:Let'sgotoeateveryone

Calvin:Let'sgobabe.

***Wewalkedtothebalconywherethe

breakfastwasserved.Calvinopenedthechair

formeandIsatdown.Idishedupforusthen

saidagraceafterweduginoverlightliving

conversation.AftereatingCalvinandIexcused

ourselvestotheswimmingpoolarea.Itookof

myshoesthenputmylegsinsidethewater

withhimjoiningme***

Calvin:It'sanewyearindeed.

Me:Whyyou'resayingso?

***Hekeptquietandlookedatme***

Me:What?

Calvin:BabeIloveyou.EversinceImetyouI

foundlight.There'snobrightdaywithoutyou.

Youtaughtmelove,youtaughtmekindness



andyoutaughtmehumanity.Iknowwe'vehad

ourfairshareoffightsandargumentsbefore

butwiththemIneverfoundareasontostop

lovingyou.Theverysamedayyouagreedtobe

MineAloneIknewthatIfoundtheoneforme.

There'snogirlalivecancompetewiththe

womaninfrontofme

***Ichuckled***

Calvin:Idon'tknowwhichlovepotionyou've

usedt...

***Ilaughedsohard***

Calvin:thatkeepsmeinsaneforyou.Iseeno

onebutyou.NowordsIsaycandescribethe

loveIhaveforyou.IloveyouMaDlamini.

***HesighedandallalongIwasblushingand

mycheekswereevenburning***

Calvin:Siya

***Hisfacialexpressionsuddenlychanged***



Calvin:I'mleaving

***Hesaidinrathersadtone***

Calvin:IgotascholarshiptoHarvardmedical

schoolandI'mleavingnextweek

***Iwasspeechlessandhappyforhimatthe

sametime.***

Me:Oh

***That'sallIwasabletosaybeforesaying..***

Me:I'mhappyforyou

***Helookedatmeandheldmyhands***

Calvin:I'llcomebackforyou

Me:When?

Calvin:Onlytimewilltell

***IfeltaheavylumpinmythroatsoIjust

nodded***

Calvin:Don'tbesadmylove.



Me:HowcanInotbe,Calvin?You'releaving

Calvin:ButI'llbeback.Notevenadistancecan

separateus,Siya

***Hesaidinwhisper***

Calvin:Iloveyou

***HekissedmeandIkissedhimback.After

sometimeIbrokethekiss***

Me:Takemehome

Calvin:Okay

***HestoodupandIstoodupafterhim.He

gavemeatoweltodrymyselfthenwewalked

tothecarwithhimholdingmyshoes.Heput

theshoesatthebackseatasthenopenedmy

cardoor.HewasgoingtodrivesoIwassitting

atpassangersseatandlookingoutsidethe

window.Ijustcouldn'tgetthefactthatCalvin

wasleavingoutofmymind.Ican'timaginehow

lonelyI'llbewithouthimhere.Thosetwoweeks



whenhewasinDurbanfeltlikehellwithouthim.

OrmaybeI'mjustbeingselfishbecauseIalso

lefthimtoboardingschool.Whilehewas

drivingthenextsongwas"Thislongdistance"

ByBrandy.Ithitmesohard.Itfeltlikehewas

gonealready.WhenwegothomeIranoutof

thecartomyroom.Auntwasbusyshoutingmy

namedownstairsbutIontheotherhandwas

crashingdown.Ithrewmyselfonthebedand

cried.***

"Siya"

Me:Calvinjustgo

Calvin:Babeyourtearsbreaksmyheart.Look

atme

***Iwipedmytearsandlookedathim***

Calvin:I'llbeback.I'llcomebackforyou.I'm

alsohurtthatI'mleavingyoubehindbutthisis

thebiggestopportunityandIfIdon'ttakeitI'll

nevergetitagain.



***Hewasrightthough.Isatproperlyand

lookedathim***

Me:You'reright.I'msorryforbeingsoselfish

***Hewipedmytears***

Calvin:Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)

Me:NamiNgiyakuthanda(Iloveyoutoo)

***Hekissedmyforeheadandhuggedme.

AfterthatIworemyslippers***

Me:Letmetakeyouhome

***Helaughed***

Calvin:Okay

***Wewalkeddownstairshandinhand.Aunt

lookedatusandIjustsmiledandtookkeys

fromCalvin.HegotonhissideandIwenttomy

sideandIdrovehimhome.WhenIcomebackI

foundSharonandAluthaeatinganicecream

andIjoinedthem.WellI'vebeenspendingdays

withCalvinbecauseIwasgonnamisshimso



bad.HewasleavingtodaysoIwokeupdidmy

hygieneroutinethenworeMineAloneNike

tracksuit.Itwasrainingoutsideandthey'llbe

pickingmeuptoday.Itookmyphonefromthe

chargerandwentdownstairs***

Me:Hey

Likhona:You'rescarcehey

Me:I'msorry

Likhona:Aluthaisleavingtomorrow

Me:Nodon'tworry,we'rejustdroppingCalvinat

theairportnothingmuch.

Sharon:Howyoufeeling?

Me:HellbutIcan'tchangethesituation.

Sharon:Ifeelyou.

***MyphonebeepedanditwasCalvintelling

methey'reoutsidewithherrents.***

Me:Igottogo.Bye



***Irushedtothedoorwithanumbrella.I

joggedtothegateandIopenedthebackseat

door***

Me:Hey

C'dad:Hintombi

Calvin:Himbabe

***IsmiledandthecartookofftoORTambo

internationalairport.Afterpackingwetookoff

hisluggagefromthebootandwalkedin.I

wishedIcanrewindthedayssoIcanspend

muchmoretimewithhimbutsadlyIcan't.***

Calvin:It'stheendoftheroadguys.I'llmissyou

somuch

***TearsescapedmyeyesasItriedtohold

themback***

Calvin:Babetakethis

***HegavemeaframedpictureofMeandHim.

Ihuggedhimsotightashewhispered"Ilove



youinmyear"Ijustcouldn'tlethimgo.After

thathehuggedhisparents.Iwishthiswasalla

dream,baddream.Whenhewasdonehugging

hisparentshehuggedmeagainthenwekissed.

Lastkissuntilhecomesback.Hebrokethe

kissthenkissedmyforehead***

Calvin:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

***Thentheintercomruinedthemomentsaying

theflightwilltakeoffin5minutes.Tears

rushedoutveryfastashehuggedmereally

tight.HewasalsointearsHeletgoofmebutI

didn't.***

Calvin:Ihavetogo

Me:Promisemeyouwon'tforgetaboutme

***HeshowedmehisnecklaceIboughtforhim

whichhadoursmallpictureinit.Hekissedit***

Calvin:Itwillforeverbehere



Me:Ihategoodbye

Calvin:Iwon'tsaygoodbye.

***Hepatmylipsandtakeshisluggage***

Phiwe:Callusassoonasyougetthere

Calvin:Iwill

C'dad:Makeusproud

Calvin:IpromiseIwill.Takecare

***Withthatheturnedandleft.Ilookedathim

untilheleft.Phiwewrappedherarmsaround

me***

Phiwe:Let'sgo

Me:Ok

***Iturnedthenweleft.Theydroppedmehome

andleft***

.

.



.

.

***Itwas3weekssinceCalvinleft.Wewould

Skypeandtalk.Hesettlinginverywellalthough

Imisshimsomuch.IwasatHoughtoninmy

newhousethatmomleftforme.Itwas

furnishedandallIhadtodowastoby

microwave,kettle,kitchencosmeticsandof

coursefood.Itwasreallybigforapersonto

stayalone.Ithas3bedroombutonlyonewas

en-suited,Akitchen,bathroomandsittingroom.

IwaspackingmyclothesintheclosetwhenI

heardaknockonmydoor.Whocouldthatbe?I

wenttoopenandtomyshockitwasCassandra.

Shewaswearingahighwaistedjeanwithwhite

offshouldercroptopandblackvans.Shehad

braidswhichsheletthemloose.Shelooked

reallybeautiful***

Cassie:CanIcomein



Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Cassie:Iwanttotalktoyou

***IlookedatherandshehadpleadinglooksoI

madeawayforher***

Cassie:Thanks

***Shesmiled***

Cassie:Iheardyou'relivinghereandIcameto

checkhowyou'resettling?

Me:I'vebeenhereforanhourorsoandI'm

settlingwellthanks.Youcango.

***Sheswallowedhard***

Cassie:Siya,Icameheretoapologize.

***O-KAY***

Cassie:IknowIwasabitter,selfish,mean,

annoyingsistertoyou.Iwasjustangryand

jealousatthesametimethatyou'vegotmy

mother'smostpreciousthingever.Ifeltlike



you'vewoneverythingandthatangeredme.I've

beenlivinginthechurchnotfarfromherewith

homelesspeopleandthat'swereI'velearnedto

begratefulforallIhave.Siya,tobehonestwith

youIwillneveracceptallthesebusinesses

moneyandcarswithoutyourforgiveness.

***Tearsescapedhereyesasshetriedtocatch

herbreath***

Cassie:You'reagoodheartedpersonandI

don'twantyoutochangeallthatbecauseofmy

cruelty.WhenIheardyouhadaheartfailure

that'swhenIwokeupandrealisethatyou

deservedthisheart.BylookingatyouIcantell

you'vebeenthroughworstandallItriedtodo

wastopushyoubacktoallthepainyou'vebeen

through.Siyapleaseforgiveme.Pleasegiveme

achancetobeyourbestfriend,sister,shoulder

tocryon,partnerincrime

***Shesmiled***



Cassie:Isawhowyoupointedagunonthatguy

ChristhatdayandImustsayyou'reacrazyass

***Ichuckled***

Cassie:You'retheonlybloodIhaverightnow

andIdon'twanttoloseyou.Iwanttostarta

familywithyoubymysideandbethe

godmothertomychild

***Shesaidtakingmyhandtohertummy***

Me:Youpregnant

***ShenoddedandIkindasmiledandhappyfor

her***

Cassie:I'mengagedSiyasangatothepriest's

son.HisnameisNdalo.Hetaughtmelove,he

taughtmelove,hetaughtmeforgiveness.I

wouldn'thavedoneitwithouthim.

***IsmiledatherandIwasmorethanhappy

forher.***

Cassie:Truce



Me:Truce

***Shesmiledbetweenhertearsandhugged

mesotight***

Cassie:Iloveyou

INSERT77
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♡SIYASANGA♡

Me:SowhenamIgoingtoseemybrotherin

law?

Cassie:Anytime

***Inodded***



Me:Juice?

Cassie:NoI'mfinethanks.It'sabeautifulhouse

indeed

***Shesayslookingatit***

Me:Thankyou.

Cassie:You'reagoodheartedperson,Siya.So

quicktoforgive.

Me:Itookthatfrommyfatherbutpeople

alwaystakeanadvantageofthat.

Cassie:Tellmeaboutyou,yourrelationship

withyourfather,yourlife

Me:Welllet'sgoandsitdown

***Iwenttotheloungewithherfollowingme.I

tookmyseatandsodidshe***

Me:I'mSiyasangaDlamini

Cassie:WhyDlaminiwhenyou'reaXhosa?

Me:Mygrandmotherfromdad'ssidewasa



ZulumanandmygrandmawasaXhosa

woman.Theygotmarried,hadchildrenand

latermygrandfatherdiedsomyfatherand

siblingslivedwiththeirmotherinEasternCape

yeah.

Cassie:Ohokay

Me:Myrelationshipwithdadwasverystrong.

Wehadthatstrongbondwhichnoonecould

separate.Hewasmyfatherandalsoamother

tome.Iwasmyfather'sdaughter.

***IsmiledasIreminisceallthegoodtimesI

hadwithmyfather***

Me:Withhimlifeseemedtobemuchmorethan

anadventurethoughIwishIhadawomanin

mylifelikeanyotherkids.SoonedayIwas

watchingtv.Hesatnexttomeandtoldmethat

he'sgettingmarriedtosomeone.Iwashappy

thatfinallythere'llbeawomaninmylife.Atfirst

thingsweregreat,wellIthoughtsoupuntilmy



dadpassedaway

***ItookadeepbreathasIchuckled***

Me:Thingssuddenlychanged.Whenmystep

sisterdosomethingwrongsheneverget

punishedforitbutme.Iwouldgetbeatenintoa

pulporsleepoutsideincold.Itoleratedallthat

butwhenthemoneymyfatherleftgotfinished.

Thingsbecamemuchmoreworst.

***IkeptquietasIfeeltheangerrisinginside

mebutIfoughtitback.***

Cassie:Whathappened?

***Ilookedather***

Me:Therewasnofoodtoeatandinsteadof

Nolubabalogoandfindsomejoboutthere

she....shesoldmetodifferentmen.Ihadto

sleepwiththemsothattheirlifecanbebetter.

Cassie:Siya

***Shesaidinalowtone***



Me:Somewererough,somerefusedtousea

condomandtilltodayI'mwonderinghowI

survivedHIV/AIDSorSTIs.OnenightIranaway

fromhomeand........

***IcontinuedtellingthestoryofmylifehowI

metNonhle,howshetreatedme,howNtando

diedandhowImetNonhleandall.WhenIwas

doneshewasalreadyintears.It'ssostrange

howallofthisdoesn'tmakemecryanymore.I

guessI'vemadeapeacewithitandaccepted

thatIcannotchangewhathavehappenedinthe

past.***

Cassie:Icannotimaginethefeelingandpain

youweregoingthrough.MyGod.

Me:It'sallinthepastCassandra.

Cassie:You'reastrongpersonindeed.

Me:Yeah,Iknow

***Shekeptquietandheldbothmyhands***



Cassie:IpromiseyouthatI'lldowhateverit

takestoprotectyouasanoldersister.

Me:Youknowyouhonestlydon'thavetoask

forgivenesstome

Cassie:IdidaskforgivenesstoLikhonabutshe

doesn'ttrustme.AllIknowisthatI'llhaveto

workreallyhardtoearnhertrustagain.

Me:Okaythen.

Cassie:Ihavetogoandcook.Thanksagainfor

everything.

***ShestoodupandIwalkedherout.Whenshe

leftIclosethedoorbehindmeandcontinued

withpackingmyclothes.AfterlikeforeverI

tookaquickshower,lotion,woreashort,bluet-

shirtandblackpumps.Itiedmybraidsneatly

thentookmybagandwalkedout.Ilockedthe

doorandgotinmycar.Idrovetothemallto

buygrocery.AfterthatIboughtmyselfnew

stationerysinceI'llbestartingschoolnextweek.



AfterthatIpackthethingsinmybootand

joggedtoMcDonald'stobuymyselfsomething

toeatsinceIwashungrymyorderwasready.

WhenIturnedIbumpedintosomeoneandmy

foodfellonthefloor.God!***

Him:Jeezlookwhereyougoing

Me:Lookwhereyou'regoing.

Him:Lookatmydamnt-shirt

Me:Lookatmyfood.It'sonthefloorbecause

ofyou

***Iwasangry,soangry.Ittookmy6minutes

towaitforthisfoodandnowit'sonthefloor.

Haveyoubeenhungryandfeltlikeeating

someonerightthere(laughing)wellmy

stomachwasgrumbling***

Him:Ifyouwerenotthisblindyourfood

wouldn'tbeonthefloor.

Me:Mxmyou'renothelping.Arg



Him:Kids

***Withthathepassedmeandwenttoorder.I

feltlikecryingbutIdidn'twanttoembarrass

myself.IevenlostmyappetitesoIrantomy

car.IstartedtheEngineanddrovehome.Iput

thegroceryonitsplaceandthenIdecidedto

cookmacaroniandmincemeat.Something

simplenje.AftercookingIdishedupformyself

andatewhilewatchingtv.Iputtheplateinthe

sinkandwenttosleep.Thefollowingday

Cassandracalledandaskedmetocometothe

meetingwithherinthecompanymomleftfor

us.Shewantstointroducemetoeveryone.I

dragmyfeettothebathroom,lotionandwerea

blackformalkneelengthdressandblack

stiletto.Iputonablackblazerandapplieda

nudelipstick,Itiedmybraidsintoaneat

ponytail.Ilookedmyselfonthemirror,atleastI

didn'tlooklikeakid(rollingmyeyes).Ileftto

thekitchenwithmybag,Imadecocopopsand



whenIwasdone,Itookmycarkeysandleft.I

putmybagonthebackseatanddroveto

Linksfield.OnmywayIwaslisteningtoEllaMai

Buud'up.Iarrivedafter36minutes.Iwasso

nervoustomeeteveryone.IcalledCassandra

andaskedifshewasalreadyin,shesaidyesso

Iwalkedoutwithmybag,lockedthecarand

walkedin.Ipassedatthereceptionwherethere

wasagoodlookinglady***

Me:Hey

***Shesmiledexposingherwhiteteeth***

Her:Hey,howmayIhelpyou?

Me:I'mlookingforCassandraKunene

Her:Ohshe'sinthemeetingrightnowbutIcan

takethemessage

Me:I'mpartofthemeetingma'am

***Shegavemethat"Areyouserious"look***

Me:YouknowwhatI'llfindhermyself



***Isaidleavingtotheelevator.Sheranafter

meandwegotinthesameelevator***

Her:Idon'tthinkyou'reallowedtobethere

***Ilookedatherandsaidnothing.Theelevator

pingedandIwalkedout.Therewasaroomwith

asignwrittenBoardroomsoIguessthat's

wherethemeetingwas.Islowlyopenedthe

doorwiththereceptionistfollowingmeof

course.WhenI'veenteredalleyeswerefixedon

me***

Receptionist:Itriedtostopher

***ShewaslookingatCassandra***

Man1:What'sthis?

Me:Goodmorningeveryone,I'msorrythatI'm

late

Man2:MissKunenewhat'sthis?Shouldn'tyou

beatschoolyounggirl.

***Ismiledandtookmyseat***



Receptionist:Sorryma'amyoushouldn'tbehere

Me:Why?BecauseI'makid?Whatworkdo

youdo?

Receptionist:Iworkasareceptionist

Me:Youwasbecauseyou'refired.Canwe

proceedplease.

Lady1:What'sgoingonhere?Girlifyoudon't

mindpleasewaitoutside

Me:MissKunene,who'sthis?

Cassie:That'smyPA

Me:OhfindanotherPA,she'salsofired.

***Cassandralaughedabit***

Me:Ohmybad.MynameisSiyasanga

ElothandoDlamini.

Everyone:WHAT?!

Me:Oh,soCassieyou'vetoldthemalready?

Cassie:Yeah



Man2:Wedidn'texpectthatitcanbeakid

***IsmiledandInoticednexttomewastheguy

whoIbumpedintoatMcDonald's.Hewasneat

inhissuitandhishaircutsuitedhim.Hewas

hellahot.He'sbeenquiet,Iguessheknowshis

business***

Lady:SoI'mreallyfired?

***Ichuckled***

Me:Yes,you'refired.Continuewithyour

meetingMissKunene.

***ThemeetingproceededandafterthatIsaid

mygoodbyetoCassandraandlefthertoher

work.Iwalkedoutonmywaytotheparkinglot

Ibumpedintosomeoneandagainthe

McDonald'sguy.***

Him:Thisisreallyannoying

Me:Excuseme?

Him:You'renotjustblindbutdeaf.Can'tyour



eyesseeproperly?

Me:Youbumpedintome

Him:You'renotevensorry.Ihaveanother

businesstoattendandlookatthedustonmy

blazer

***Awkahleihaba.He'ssoexaggerating.Where

doIgetthedust.Mxm***

Me:I'msorrybutIdon'tseeanydust

Him:Howareyougonnaseeitwhenyoureyes

arejustdecorating.Won'tyoupickupthefile

whichyou'vedroppedoryoureyescan'tsee?

Me:You'vegottwohandsMrsowhydon'tyou

pickitupyourself.Wellyoureyescanseeright.

***Hepickeditup***

Him:Goodfornothingschoolkid

Me:Schoolkidisthatemptyheadofyours.

***Helookedatme***



Him:ExcuseMe?

Me:Ididn'tknowwewerebothdeaf

Him:Look,IreallywishIcanstayandchatbut

I'vegotabusinessmeetingtorun.

***Hepushedmeandwenttohiscarnextto

mine.Igotintomineandwaitingforhimto

reverse.Ididtooafteranddrovebackhome.

ThatguysreallyisapieceofrubbishIswear.

WhenIgothome,Iputmythingsonthecouch,

tookoffmyshoesanddecidedtocallmyaunt.

Afterspeakingfor15minutesIwenttobath

andworemyPJs.Thetimewas14:06soI

decidedtocook.WhilecookingIwasplayinga

songonmyphoneanddancingtoit.After

cookingIhearedaknockonmydoorandIdrag

myfeettoopen.BoomtheMcDonald'sguy.

Godwhatdoeshewant?Howdoesheknowmy

house***

Me:Ufunani(Whatdoyouwant?)



Him:I'mlookingforCassandra

Me:Didshesaysheliveshere?

Him:No.

Me:PleasebhutiI'mbusysoifyoudon'tmind

turnaroundandgo.

Him:Busywith?

Me:Notyourbusiness

Him:Imighthelp.

***Thisguyisreallytestingme***

Me:DoIneedyourhelp,sir?

Him:Yesyoudo.

Me:Mxm

***Itriedtoclosethedoorbuthepushedit

backwithhisleg.Hegotinuninvited***

Me:You'resuchanannoyingpersonyaz

Him:I'mThandoMvokwebytheway.



Me:So?HowaboutIcallyoustalkingasshole?

***Hechuckled***

Him:RudeIsee.Don'tgiveyourselfmuchcredit

becauseIdon'tstalklowlamebitches

***Ouch.Ifeltthat***

Me:Lowlamebitches?SoI'mthebitch?

Him:Yousaidthat.Well,Icameallthewayjust

totellyouthatstopstandingonmyway.

Me:Imustbereallyspecialmoss.Youcameall

thewaytotellmesuchboringspeech.You

bumpedintomesoIdon'tknowwhichway

you'reowning.Closethedoorbehindyou.

Him:YeahIshouldn'tbeherechattingtoa

schoolkid

Me:Buthereyouare.

Thando:Soyourparentsallowyoutolivehere

allalone.Howoldareyou?14?



***Ilaughedatthisidiot***

Me:Soyou'reaskingmehowoldamI?

Thando:No

Me:I'm18.Youcannowleave.

Thando:Whatever.Sowon'tyoutakemeout?

Me:Youinvitedyourselfsoseeyourselfout.

***Heturnedandwalkedout.Ifollowedbehind

himjusttoclosethedoor.Thisguyisreally

reallyboringmehonestly.Idishedupformyself,

saidagraceandwenttotakeanapsinceI've

gotnothingtodo***

BONUSINSERT(VERYSHORT)
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***TodayismyfirstdayatschoolandIwasso

nervous.I'veheardmanystoriesaboutvarsity

lifeandIpraythatImakethroughtheendand

onedaygraduate,getmyhonours,PhDyou

know.WellmyalarmwokemeupandIfixedmy

bed.Afterfixingmybedmyphonebeeped.

WhenIlookatit,it'sfromCalvinwishingmethe

bestofluckfortheday.Irepliedwithhearts

thenIheadedtotakeashower,driedmyself

andlotion.Ibrushedmyteethbeforegetting

dressedthenIgotdressedtoalowriseripped

jean,blackandwhitelongsleeveshirtand

Pumasneakers.Itiedmybraidsinaneatbun.I

finishedthelookwithanudelipstickandblack

wristwatch.Iputmybooksandalaptopinside

mybagandwalkedouttothekitchen.Ijust

mademyselfwheatbixwithwarmmilkthen

afterIputabowlinsidethesinkandthentook

mythingsandleft.WhenIgottomycarIput



mythingsatthebackseatandthendroveto

Wits.OnmywayIwaslisteningtoKehlani's

songGangsta.Iarrivedshortly.Ipackthecar

thentookmythingsandwalkedout.WhenI

wasbytheentrancesomeonegentlypatmy

back.IturnedandohmyGod.BRANDON!Iwas

sohappytoseehim.Ijumpedtohimwithahug

anditfeltsogood***

Brandon:MissD

Me:Brandonwowlookatyou.

***Hesmiled***

Brandon:Ithoughtyouweretakingagapyear

Me:Wellmyauntalwayshavesurprises.

Brandon:You'restillacutie

Me:Yeah,whenthere'sachanceyoushould

alwaysgrabit.

Brandon:Whichcourse?

Me:BcomAccounting,you?



Brandon:Medicine

***Inoddedwithasmileonmyface.***

Brandon:Lunch?

Me:WhyNot?

Brandon:I'lltextyouthen

***Wehuggedandwenttoseparateways.Okay

Iwon'tboreyouaboutmydaybecauselothas

happenedwithlecturesandallthat.AfterthatI

wenttomycarwhenIgotinmyphonerangand

itwasBrandon.Hewasactuallytellingmeto

meethimatTasha's.WhenIgottherehewas

sittingatthefarcorner.Iwenttohimandwe

ordered.Itwasgreatcatchingupwithhim.

LaterIwenthomeandwhenIcheckedmy

phoneIhad2missedcallsfromSharonwith

onevoicemessage.Ilistenedtothevoice

message***

"SIYAPLEASECOMEHERE,AUNTISIN

TROUBLEPLEASE"



***Itookmystuffandrantomycar.Istarted

theEngineanddrovelikeamadman.Igotthere

in20minutessoIparkedmycaroutsidethe

yardandranin.WhenIgotinisawbloodstains

fromthedoor.Ifollowedthemwhileshouting

Sharon'sname.Theywereleadingtothelounge

andwhenIgotthereIsawSharonbeingtiedon

thechair***

Me:Sharon

***BeforerunningtoherIfeltsomethingcold

onmyhead.WhenIturneditwasBraK.Still

rememberhim?Theonewhoalmostkilledme.

TheoneNonhlepaidtokillme.Thatonewho

hitmeintopulp.Yes,thatuglyandscary

man.***

Me:B....braK?

BraK:WowSiyasanga

Sharon:Youknowhim?

***Ilookedatherwhilemybodywasshaking



withfear.Herleftlegwasbleedingsobad***

Me:Wh..eresaunt?

BraK:SHUTUP!

***Ijumpedwithfright***

Me:P...p....please

***Iwasstuttering***

BraK:Sitdown

***Heroughlypushedmetotheground.***

Me:What'sgoingonhere?

Sharon:Dumipleasehleleavemysisteroutof

this

***Shecriedinpain***

Me:Who'sDumi.Sharonwhatthehellisgoing

onhere?

BraK:I'mDumisaniakaBraK.WellSharonis

mylovelywife



***Iopenedmyeyeswithshock***

BraK:Shehavedoublecrossedme.Sharonyou

don'tknowmewell.Iwillskinyoualive.Iam

goingtoblowyourheadoff.Andthisbiish

***Hesaidpointingmewithagun***

BraK:Sheknowsmewell.Shethoughtthatshe

haveescapeditallbutnoooo

Me:I...msorry

***HelaughedandIcrawledtoSharon***

BraK:Nodon'tworryaboutyourlegShaz,it's

justawakeupcall.

Sharon:Dumiplease

Me:Lethergokeandkillme

BraK:I'vepaidalotofmoneyforherlobolaso

don'ttellmewhattodo.IstillownyouSharon.

Me:Butshe'sinpaindammit

BraK:Thendosomethingaboutit.



Me:Pleaselethergo

BraK:Boys

***Twobuffedscarymenappeared***

BraK:Dealwiththiswhore

Me:Noplease

***Theytookmetothekitchen.Iwas

screamingandfightingbuttheyweretoostrong.

Thendroppedmethereandkickedmeseveral

timesonmystomach.Iwascoughingblood.

TheyletgoofmeandIsatproperlystillholding

mystomach.ThenBraKappearedwitha

gun.***

BraK:I'mdonewithyourfriendandit'snow

yourturn

***Ilookedathimandsaidnothing***

BraK:ByeBye

***HepointedagunonmeandIclosedmy

eyes***



Me:YOUWON'TGETAWAYWITHTHIS!

BraK:Okay

***Iopenedmyeyesandsmiled***

Me:Gotohell

***Helaughedandputhisfingeronthetrigger.

BeforehecouldpressitIheardagunfire.BraK

fellinfrontofme.Myheartstartedbeatingfast

asthosetwoscarymenweretakingouttheir

guns.IlookedatthedoorandIsawThandoand

Cassie.Icrawledandwenttositunderthe

kitchentable.Iwasclosingmyearsastheguns

werebeingfiredrightthere.Iwascryingpraying

thatthisgetsoverassoonaspossible.After

sometimeitbecamequiet***

"Siya"

Me:I'mrighthere

***Thandocametomysideandhelpedme

comeout.Ilookedaroundandtherewasmore



bloodonthefloor.***

Me:Where'sCassandra?

Thando:Thisway

***Werantotheloungeweremydearest

Sharonwastiedonthechair,herheadwas

bleedingandhereyeswereclosed.Cassandra

wascryinglookingather***

Me:Shaz

Cassie:She'sdead

***Istaredatherandshookmyhead***

Me:She'snot

Cassie:She'sdead,Siya.She'sgone

Thando:Thepoliceandforensicareontheir

wayhere.

***Ijustturnedandwalkedtoweremycell

phonewaslaying.Ipickeditupandcalled

Calvin.Hepickeduponthethirdring***



Calvin:Heybabe

***Ikeptquietastearswererollingdownmy

cheeks***

Calvin:Siya

***Icouldn'tholdmyself.Icriedoutloud***

Calvin:Babyareyouokay

***IwantedtospeakbutitfeltasifIhasno

voice.Wordscouldn'tcomeout.***

Calvin:What'sthatnoise,Siya?

***Idroppedmyphoneasthepoliceofficers

andforensicwerecomingonourway.Ilooked

atthemastheyuntieSharonandputheronthe

stretcherthencoverherbody.Iwalkedslowly

toCassie'ssideandgrabbedthegunthatwas

onthefloor.IrushedtothedoorandAviweand

auntwalkedin***

Aviwe:Whathappened?

***Isaidnothingandtheypassed.Irushedto



mycaranddrovetoPretoriawereSharonused

tolive.Idon'tknowherhousebutshetoldme

shelivedinMarabastaad.WhenIgotthereI

askedpeopleiftheyknowwhereshelivedand

theydirectedmetoherhouse.Itwasasmall

oldshack.ThedoorwashalfopenedsoIcame

insideuninvited***

Man:Omangwena?(Whoareyou?)

Me:I'myourdaughter'sbestfriend

Man:Akenangwananna(Idon'thavea

daughter)

Me:Sharon

Man:Thatwitch

Me:Yesthatwitch.Thewitchyou'veraped,

tortured.Thewitchthatyou'vesoldtothemost

evilmanformoney.

Man:You'restartingtoloseit.Getoutofmy

house.



***Tearswererollingdownmycheeks***

Me:IwillonceI'vefinishedyouoff.

Man:Obollelakaeng?

Me:You'llknowsoon

***Ipointedaguntohim***

Me:I'mnotamurdererbuttodayI'llbeone.

***IpulledthetriggerandIwatchedhimashe

falldown.***

Me:Ihopeyou'llburninhell

***Isaidjoggingtomycar.IstartedtheEngine

anddrovetotheJuskeiriver..Ithrewthegun

thereandcriedmyselftothecar.Icouldn'tsee

theroadproperlybecausemyeyeswerevery

blurfromthetears.WhenIgotthereaunt

Likhonawasonthefloorcrying.***

"Usukaphi?"("Wherewereyou")

Me:Tosortoutsomething



Aviwe:Howyoufeeling?

Me:Whatdoyouthink?Ijustlostmyfriendfor

goodnesssake

***Iscreamedtothebedroomupstairswhich

Sharonwassleepingin.Isatatthecornerand

laughed.Ididn'tfeellikecryingbuttolaugh.***
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***Iwokeupfeelingsomehow.Myheadwas

veryheavynottomentionmyeyes.Ilooked

aroundtheroomandIwasn'tinSharon'sroom,



IwasintheroomwhereIusedtosleepin.I

dragmyfeettothebathroomanddidallmy

hygieneroutine.Ithenwrappedthetowel

aroundmeandwenttolotion.Itookaknee

lengthblackdressfromthecloset.Oneof

thoseclothesIlefthereforwhenIdida

sleepover.Iworetheslippersandthenwent

downstairs.Thereweresomanypeople,mostly

wereteachersfromWandywoodHighschool

andstudents.IlookedaroundandIsawmy

auntatthefarcornerwithAviwe.Iwasso

hungrybutIdidn'tfeellikeeatinganything.***

"Hey"

***ThatwasChriswithBrandonandAustin***

Me:Hi

Chris:Iheardwhathappened.I'mreallysorry

Siya

***IjustnoddedbecauseIknewifIstarttalking

I'llcryalloveragain.***



Austin:Itmustbereallyhardey.Christoldme

aboutyourstrongrelationshipwithher,I'm

sorryforyourloss

***Tearsjustcameout***

Me:I'llbeinmyroom

***Irantomyroomandcried.Ijustcouldn't

believethatshe'sgoneforever.Iwishsomeone

couldTellMethiswasalladream.Imusthave

fallenasleepfromallthesethoughtsbecauseI

wokeupwhensomeonegentlyshookme.

WhenIopenmyeyesitwasCalvin.How?How

didhegethere?Ijustfellonhisarmsandtook

outthepaininsideme.Themostsaddestthing

thatsomehowmakesmeangryisthatIdidn't

doanythingtoprotecthim.Apartofmeblamed

myselffromallofthis.Ialsowishthat

CassandraandThandodidn'tsavemefrom

BraK.Iwouldn'tbeherefeelinglikeI'manabout

toexplode.AfterIwascalmImovedabitand

hist-shirtwaswetfrommytears***



Me:I'msorryaboutyourt-shirt

***Hesmiled***

Calvin:It'sokaybabe.

Me:Howdidyougethere?

Calvin:WhenIheardyourcryIknewsomething

waswrongsoIaskedsomeonetobookmea

flightasap.Cassandratoldmewhathappened.

I'mreallysorryandjustknowthatI'mhere,I'm

notgoinganywhereokay?

***Inodded***

Calvin:Nothingbreaksmethanseeingyoulike

this.Haveyoueatensomething?

Me:No

Calvin:I'llbeback

***Hekissedmyforeheadandlefttheroom.He

camebackshortlywithatrayoffood.Heputit

ontopofbedanditwasasandwichand

coffee***



Calvin:Imadethecoffeeextrastrong.Iknow

youlikeitthatway.

Me:Areyougonnafeedme?

***HelookedatmeandIlaughed.***

Me:Please

Calvin:B....

Me:Please

***Imadeapuppyfaceandhechuckled***

Calvin:Okaycool.Thatpuppyfaceofyoursisa

turnon

***Igiggledandhefedme.AftereatingIwent

towashmyfacethencameback***

Calvin:Whenisherfuneral?

Me:Idon'tknow

Calvin:Let'sgooutside

Me:Okay



***WewentoutandbythedoorIsawCandice

lookingreallyhot.Iwenttoher***

Me:Candy

Candice:Siya

***Shehuggedmesotight.Goshit'sbeena

longtime***

Candice:Wowyou'reevil

***Ichuckled***

Me:I'msorryey

Candice:AboutSharon.Istillcannotbelieve

thatshe'sgone.Suchanangel.She'llalwaysbe

missed

***Inodded***

Candice:Iheardthatherfatherwasfounddead

yesterday.

***IchokedfrommysalivaandIcoughed***

Candice:Youokay?



Me:Yes..Uh..Wellhisfatherdeservedwhatever

comesonhisway.Mayherotinhell

***IsaidleavingtowhereCalvinwas.We

walkedtotheswimmingpoolandwestarted

chatting.Itfeltreallygood.Hemademeforget

abouteverythingforawhile.Laterauntcalled

meforprayerthenweate.Peoplegaveme

thosepitylooksbutIdidn'tgivemanyfucks

aboutthem.ThefuneralwasonSaturday.I

wasn'tlookingforwardtothatdayasI'm

waitingforsomeonetotellmethisisalljusta

baddream.Iwasstillgoingtoschool.Aunt

forcedme.Calvinwasalwaysthereforme.

Saturdaycame.Iwokeup,didmyhygiene

routineandthenworemyblackkneelength

pencilskirt,whiteshirtwhichItuckedin,black

blazerandblackheels.Itiedmybraidsneatly

andtookmysidebagIputmyphoneinthere

andwentdownstairs.Thereweresconesthat

werebakedbySibahle(Luniko'smother)and



herfriends.Itook3withjuiceandatequickly.I

wasstilltiredfromthenightprayer(umlalisoin

Xhosa)thatwashappeningyesterday.***

"HEY"

***IturnedandItwasMonica***

Me:Hi

Monica:Iheardaboutwhathappened.I'msorry

foryourloss

Me:It'sokay,Nica.

Monica:I'malsosorrySiyaforeverythingIdid

toyou.

Me:WaterunderthebridgeMonica

***IsaidcarryingonwithwhatIwasdoing***

Monica:Seeyouatchurch

***Ilookedatandcontinued.Calvincalledme

tellinghe'soutside.Ilookedaroundforauntand

shewasalreadyinAviwe'scar.IrantoCalvin



andatthebackitwasAustinandChris.Istill

wishtoknowhowthesethreebecamefriends

becausesomehowtheyhatedeachother.I

greetedandgotin.Hestartedtheengineand

offwegotothechurch.Wesatinfrontandthe

servicestarted.Theprieststartedandhe

touchedmewhenhesaid"Wipeawaythose

tears.Don'tcryforherassheisdonewithall

thesinsofthisworld.Cryforyourselfasyou

areleftaloneinthesinfulandbadworld"after

herformerclassmatesthenteachersprincipal

gotachancetotalk.AfteritwasAuntLikhona

andAviwe.IwenttospeakafterAviwe.WhenI

gotthereIstartedsinging"Hambakahle

Shazzywethu,sobonanakwelizayo."After

singingItookadeepbreathaswehavemany

memoriestogether.Ifanyonewouldwantto

knowaboutmetheyshouldopenherbecause

everythingaboutmeiskeptinsideher***

Me:Sharon.



***Ilookedathercoffin***

Me:Somanymemorieswe'vesharedtogether.

Somanyfightswe'vefoughttogether.Somany

laughterandpainwehadtogether.Imetyouin

sadnessandyoubecamemyhappiness.With

youI'vesurviveditall.Weusedtoliveonthe

streets,withnofoodtoeatandnoshelter

aboveourheads.Youalwaystellmethatwe'll

overcomethisandyeswedidbuthowwillI

overcomethiswithoutyoubymyside.You

alwayssaid"SiyawecannotexpectHappiness

tocometousifwedon'tcreateonefor

ourselves."Youmademebelievethatthere's

alwaysasecondchanceineverything.Iwas

nothinguntilyoucame.Youtouchedmyspirit

withyourgoldenheart.

***ItookadeepbreathbeforeIcontinue***

Me:MyNinja.MyBestfriend.Myshoulderto

cryon.Mypartnerincrime.Myeverything.Your

memorieswillalwayslivewithme.You've



playedyourroleandyouneverchangedeven

thoughlifehavebeenroughtoyou.I'llmissyou

foreverandalways.RestInPowerNinjalaka.

Untilwemeetagain.

***Ithenwenttositdownastheservice

continued.Afterthatwewenttothegraveyards

wherewesendourlastgoodbyes.Theschool

choirstartedsinging"Senzenina,senzenina,

senzinanaWendywood.Okwazekwabuhlungu

sishiyanguSharon.SenzenaWendywood"they

continuedsingingthenwetookturnstopour

thesoilonhercoffin.Themostpainfulpartis

seeingthecoffingoingdowntotheground.We

thenwentbackhome,wewashedourhands

beforecominginsidetheyard.Okayeverything

wentonandon***

.

.

***It'sbeentwoweekssinceSharon'sfuneral.I



wasinmyhouseatHoughton.Calvindidn'tgo

backtoUSAhesaidhewantstobebymyside

untiltheend.Iwasstudyingwhenaknockon

mydoorcamethrough.Istoodupandwentto

open.ItwasCassandraholdingaboxof

DebbonairsPizza.IsmiledasImadeawayfor

hertocomein***

Cassie:Getsomeplates

***Igottwoplatesandwenttothelounge***

Cassie:Howareyou?

Me:Gettingthere.

Cassie:SiyaItoldyouthatI'llprotectyouin

anyway

Me:HowdidyouknowIwasthere?

Cassie:WelliwascomingtoseeyouwhenI

sawyoudrivinginahighspeed.Thandowas

alsoonhiswayheresowedecidedtofollow

you.



***Inodded***

Me:Soachurchgirlcarrygunsnow?

***Webothlaughed***

Cassie:ImaybeengagedtoNdalopriest'sson

butthatdoesn'tmeanI'malsoapriest'sson.

Me:CanIask?

Cassie:Shoot

Me:Areyouagangster?

***ShecoughedandIrushedtothekitchento

getsomewaterforher.Ireturnandgaveher***

Cassie:Thanks

***Shesaidaftergulpingthewater***

Me:I'mstillwaiting

***Shelookedatme***

Cassie:YeahSiyaI'magangster.Istealcars,

killthosewhomessupwithpeopleclosetome.

Idosomuch.



Me:Won'tthataffectyourrelationship?

***Sheshrugged***

Cassie:Thisisinmyblood.HustlingiswhatI

do.ImayhavebusinessescarsandallbutI'ma

gangster,Siya.Icannotchangethatthisiswho

Iam.MamaC,JuniorCampbell.

Me:SoundslikeNonhle

***Welaughed.Wecontinuedchattingand

eating.LatersheleftandIwenttobaththen

wenttobed.ThefollowingdayIdidmyhygiene

processthenlotionandworeablackjean,black

croptop,blackbakkiejacketandblackhunter

boots.Itiedmyhairneatlyandtookmybag

withbooksandwenttoeat.AftereatingIleftto

schoolandschoolwasschool.Iwenthome

afterandIsawCalvin'scarparkedintheyard.I

parkednexttohiscarandwentout.WhenI

openmydoortherewererosepetalsonthe

floor.Ifollowedthemtothesittingroom.The



tablewasdecoratedwithcandlelitandabottle

ofChampaign.ThenThereweretoplatesand

foodthatwascovered.Itookthedaisiesthat

wereontopofthetableandIsmellthem.***

"Youlike?"

***Heaskedcomingfromthebedroom***

Me:YesIloveit

Calvin:Sit

***Hesaidopeningachairforme***

Me:Thanks.What'sallthisfor?

Calvin:Ouranniversarybabe.2years

anniversary

***GoshItotallyforgot.***

Me:Howthoughtfulyouare

***Hekissedmyforeheadandthendishedup

forme.Wesaidthegraceandthenwedugin

overlightromanticconversations.Whenwe



weredonehedishedupapuddingfordesert

withaltramel.Itwassodelicious.***

Me:Thanksbabesforeverything

Calvin:Iloveyousomuch

Me:MineAlone

Calvin:BaeAlone

***Wegiggled.WecontinuedeatingandIfelt

somethinghardInmymouth.Itookitoutandit

wasabeautiful,diamondring.IlookedatCalvin

ashetakeitandwentdownonhisknee.Ijust

lookedathimtotallyshockedandmystomach

suddenlyfeltliketherewerebutterfliesin***

Calvin:SiyasangaElothandoDlamini.Eversince

youcametomylifeIneverbeenlesshappier.

Youbecamemyworld,youbecamemyjoy.I

wantyoubymyside.Pleasemakemethe

happiestmanalivebyagreeingtobemine

forever.Siya,willyoumarryme?



***Ijustlookedathimwithnowordsatall.God

Ilovethisman.Ibelievehe'smyhappiness.***

Me:withoutanydoubt.YES!

Calvin:Yousaidyes?

***Inodded.Heputtheringonmyfingerand

thensmoochedme.***
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***WowiactuallycannotbelievethatI'm

engagedtothemanofmydreams.Totheman

Ilovewithallofmyheart.Iknewhelovedme

somuchbutIdidn'tknowhelovedmethis

muchtosacrificehisscholarshipjusttobeby

myside.Wellnotreallysacrificedbecausethey

madearrangementstocarryonstudyinghere.I

wassooverthemoonthatI'mengagetoCalvin.



Icouldn'tstopthetearsonmyfaceasIwas

stillonhisarmsholdinghimreallytight."Thank

you"hesaidlettinggoofme.***

Me:IloveyouMine

Calvin:Iloveyoumost

Me:Iloveyoumostest

Calvin:StillIwon

***Igiggled***

Me:Noyoudidn't

Calvin:Idid.There'snomostestindictionary

Me:Wellinminethereis

***Hesmiledatme***

Calvin:Let'stidyup

Me:Itsyourmesssofixit.

***Hegavemethat"Areyoukiddingme"

look***



Calvin:Ohwow.OkaythenI'lldoitandyou'll

washthedishes.

Me:Fairenough

***HestartedtidyingupandIwashedthe

dishesandputtheleftoverinthefridge.After

thatwedecidedtobathtogether,lotionand

woresleepingclothes.Wellhewasjustwearing

boxersexposingthoseabs .Hewas

gonnadoasleepoversowegotinsidethe

coversandcuddle.Iwokeupthefollowingday

aloneinthebed.Ilookedaroundandhewas

nowhere.Iguessheleft.Idragmyfeettothe

bathroomtobrushmyteethandwashedmy

face.Itookmymorninggownthatwason

headboardandwenttothekitchen.Icould

smellthearomafrommyroom.Therehewas

onthekitchenwithanapron.I'mgonnaseethis.

IgreetedhimasIsatonthekitchenhighstool.

Hewasmakingbaconandeggswithbaked

beansandtoastedbread.Helookedatmewith



asmallishpoutinhislipshelookedverycute.

Hehandedmemyfoodandthenmadeastrong

coffeeforme.Afterhejoinedmeaswewere

eatingourbreakfast***

Me:Youdon'thaveabadhand

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:Uyaphaphamanje.I'lltakemyfoodback

phela

Me:NgiyaxolisasthandwaSamibutI'mgonna

missthistreatment

***Helaughed***

Calvin:Mine,youknowIwasthinking.We

shouldtellourparentsaboutourengagement

Me:What'stherush?

Calvin:I'mjustexcited,doyoublameme?

Me:Let'swaitabit

Calvin:OkaythenI'lltakethatbutIcannotwait



tomakeyouMrsKhumalo

***Ijustsmiled.HelloguysI'm18,doingmy

firstyear,Ihavesharesinmanycompanies,I'm

amajorshareholderatMercedesBenz,Ihave

housestheotheroneisatUKinLondonwhere

momusedtolive,Ihavecars,Ihavewonderful

family,Ihaveawonderfulfiance,I'mengaged,

I'msurroundedbycaringandlovingpeople.

Isn'tlifesobeautiful?Neverinmylifehave

imaginedmyselfhavingallthosekindofthings.

IfeellikeI'vefoundmyhappiness.YesIdid,all

alongmyhappinesswashiddeninhisheart.I'm

gladnoonecould'vedugthatgoldbecause

surelythetreasurewasmine.***

"Babe"

***Iquicklysnappedoutofit***

Me:I'msorry,I'mjusthavingalotonmymind.

Calvin:ShouldIbeworried?

Me:Notatallmylove.



Calvin:Okaythenletmegoandtakeashower,I

amgoingtoschool.

Me:GreatI'llbebored

***Hechuckled***

Calvin:I'llpickyouupat12.

***Hekissesmyforeheadandheadedtothe

bathroom.IlookedatmybeautifulringandI

smiled.Itreallylookedperfectonme.Iwashed

thedishesthatweusedthenwenttobath,

lotion.WhileIwasgettingdressedtoashort

andvestCalvinshoutedthathe'llseemelater.I

shoutedbyetohimandthenstartedstudying.

LaterIchangedintoaboyfriendjean,sportbra

andlongdenimjacketwithmypeach

timberland.Itiedmybraidsneatlythentookmy

thingsandwalkedouttothelounge.Shortly

Calvincalledsayinghe'soutside.Itookmy

thingsandwalkedouttothecar.Ikissedhim

beforehedroveustoonlyGodknowswhere.



WearrivedandIsawCandice,Chris,Austinand

someothercheekIdon'tknow.IrantoCandice

andwehugged***

Candice:Youlookreallyhot

Me:I'mtryingbabes.What'sgoingonhere?

Candice:You'llsee.

Chris:Sowe'renotvisible?

***Ichuckled***

Me:I'msorryguys.Howareyou?

Chris:I'mgoodbabes

Austin:Youlookingfreshandglowing

Me:LikeIsaid,whenalwaysgrabthis

opportunitytobeonfleakey.

Austin:Noted

Me:Andaren'tyougoingtointroducemeto

yourgirlfriend?

***Thegirlreallylookedyoungandinnocent.



Shewasadarkbonewithbigeyesandlong

eyelashes,smallcutelipsandshorthair.She

waspretty***

Austin:Whotoldyoushe'smygirlfriend?

Me:Ijustknow

Austin:WellhernameisEnhle

Me:She'sreallybeautiful.I'mSiya

Enhle:Pleasuretomeetyou

***Shegavemeawarnsmile***

Calvin:Let'sorder

Me:Yeahplease

Austin:Don'tforgetabottleoftequila

Me:Whatarewecelebrating?

Candice:Yourhappiness.Afteralltheseups

anddownsyou'vebeenthroughI'mgladCalvin

istheretomakeyouthisglowing.Firstlyyou

lostyourfather,lostyourbrother,youlostyour



motherandthenSharon.You'vesurviveditall,

Hun.Youdeservetobehappy.Youdeserveto

shinebrightly,youdeserveallthegoodthings

thisworldcanprovide.Weloveyou,rightgents

Them:Yeah

Me:ThanksCandy.Itwasn'teasyyesbutI

madeit.IfoundloveandIfoundhappiness

again

Calvin:Idon'twanttoseeyoucryingeveragain.

Okay?

***Inoddedandwekissed***

Austin:Getaroom

***WestoppedandIcouldn'tholdbackthe

smileonmyface***

Candice:Congratulationstoyoutwoonyour

engagement.Peoplewouldsayyou'restill

youngbutlifeistooshortey

***IlaughedathowshelookedatChris.Chris



justrolledhiseyes***

Chris:Iknowbabe,I'llmarryyoutoobecauseI

cannotwaitanylongerwithoutgettinglaid.Sex

beforemarriagethingboresme.

***Wealllaughed***

Candice:Icanalsoseethesalttoo.

Chris:Youshoulddosomethingaboutit

Candice:So,Enhlehowdidy'allmeet?

Enhle:Well,throughmybrother

Me&Candy:OHHHH!

***TheboyslaughedandCalvinwaslaughingat

thevideosonmybrokenscreenphone.Ineed

tofixit***

Calvin:WHOOOAAA!Babyno

***Heshowedtheguysavideoofmeand

SharonfeedingMonicathedeadratintestines.

Theywereamusedandlaughingatit.How



comeIstillhaveit.?***

Austin:Damngirls.Youreallydangerous

Candice:Wow.SharonisacrazybitchandSiya

you'rebusyhittinghersmalltoes

***IlaughedwhenIrememberedthatday.It

wasthegreatestdayeverandIenjoyedever

pieceofit.WithmyShaznexttome.Shewasa

savageandcrazyaboutme.Imisshersomuch.

Theywerebusylaughing***

Enhle:Irespectyouguys

Chris:Yukthisissodisgustingbutyouserved

herright.Thisgirltookeverythingfromyou.

Me:Well,withSharonnothinggoeswellhey

Calvin:Remindmenottomessupwithyou

***Igiggled.Okaywecontinuedchatting,

laughing,eating,drinking.LaterCalvindropped

mehomeandIjustwenttobedimmediately

becauseIwassotired.Iwokeupwithaheavy



head.Idragmyfeettothebathroomanddid

myhygieneroutinethengotdressedto

somethingsimple.ItwasSaturdayandIhadno

plansfortheday.Aknockcamethroughmy

doorandIopened.Idon'tknowthewomanbut

itwasanoldwomanonherlate50sIguess.***

Her:Molo(Hey)

Me:MoloGogo(Heygranny)

Her:NdikhangelaCrystalstreet(I'mlookingfor

Crystalstreet)

Me:OhSisezantsimama(Itsdowntheroad)

Her:Ndiyabulele

***Beforeturningshegroanedandthat

frightenedmeabit***

Me:Areyouokayma?

***Shekeptquietandlookedatme***

Her:Ineedwaterplease



Me:Okaycomein

***Imadeawayforherandgotsomewaterfor

hertodrink***

Her:Ndiyabulele

***Shesaidhandingmebacktheglass***

Her:Uhlalawedwa?(Areyoulivingalone?)

Me:YeahbutIdohaveafamilyaround

Her:Youshouldgohomeandmeetthepriest

thattoldyoutokeeponpraying

***Okay.Howdidsheknow?Waitwho'sthis

woman?***

Her:Yes,you'vefoundyourhappinessmydear

butyouneedtogohome.Youneedtopraymy

childbecauseyoudon'thaveseedsleftinyou.

Me:Seeds?

Her:Youwon'thaveanychildren,nomatterhow

hardyoutry.Noteventhedoctorscanhelpyou.



Aren'tyoutheyoungwomantrappedinacage

holdingababy?

***Waitwhatisshetalkingaboutnow?***

Her:Thebabyyouwereholdingwasmeantto

beyourlightbutsadlyitdidn'tlivetoseethe

world.Alltheseseedsyouroldgrandfather

planteddidn'tgrowbecauseyou'velostthelight.

Gohomemychildandtalktoyourpriestorelse

you'llloseeverything

***Ilookedatherspellboundednotknowing

whattosay.Icouldn'tunderstandanything

fromwhatshesaidbutIrememberwhatshe's

talkingabout.WhenIwaspregnantIusedto

dreamaboutmetrappedinthecageholdinga

baby.Iknowyouguysrememberthisdream***

Her:Alwayspaycloseattentiontoyourdreams

becausetheysendamessage.Ihavetogo

***Sheleftmestandingtherethinkingabout

everythingshesaid.WhatdoesshemeanI'll



loseeverythingIhave?Whatlightwouldthat

babybringtomylife?IthinkIshouldtellaunt

Likhonaaboutthis.butshe'llthinkI'mcrazy***

INSERT80
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***LaterthatdayidecidedtogotoAunt'splace

whenIgotthereIfoundherchillingwithher

boyfriend,Ryan.Theylookedreallyhappy

together.Igreetedandsatoppositethem.We

continuedtalkingandlaughing.LaterRyanleft

andIwasleftwithher***

Likhona:Khawutsho,ubekwayintoniapha(Tell

me,whatbringsyouhere?)



Me:HaibosoI'mnotallowedtovisit?

Likhona:SinceSharondiedyounevervisit

Me:Ijusthadalottodealwith.

Likhona:Soundsserious

***Isighed***

Me:Aunt,arandompersoncametomyhouse..

Wellshewaslostandneededsomedirections.

Likhona:Who'sthat?

Me:Oldwomanonherlate50sIthink

Likhona:I'mlistening

Me:ShesaidsomethingnjeIdon'tunderstand

***Shelookedatme***

Likhona:What?

***Ikeptquietforsometimethentoldher

everything.Shedidn'tseemshockor

anything.***



Likhona:Tellyouwhat,Siya.Thiswomanmight

beright.Myfatherwasaprophetandhewas

thebestprophetintheentirevillage.Hefought

byprayersandanyonewhoneededhelpknew

wheretogo.

Me:SoI'maprophettoo?

Likhona:Idon'thavealltheanswers.Ithinkyou

shouldgotoEasternCapeandmeetpriest

Mkhonto.Hecantellyoueverythingyouneedto

know.

***Ikeptquietandclosedmyeyesthenopened

themagain***

Me:IfIdon'tgoI'llloseeverything,aunt.

Likhona:Sowhenareyougoing?

Me:Ineedtomakethearrangementsfirst.

***Shesmiledandheldbothmyhands***

Likhona:Everythingwillbeokay.

***Shelookedatmylefthandandsawthe



ring***

Likhona:Ring?

***Ismiledandnodded***

Likhona:Talk

Me:I'mengaged

Likhona:Engaged?Calvin?

***Inodded***

Likhona:Wowbutdon'tyouthinkyourushing

things?Marriageisafull-timejob,Siya.Idon't

wantyoutoregretthingslater

Me:EverythingisfineAunt.Calvinismydream

man.Iwanttospendtherestofmylifewith

him

***Shesmiledandkissedmyforehead***

Likhona:Ifyou'rehappythenI'mhappytoo.

Me:Itsgettingdarkmommy.Ishouldgo.

Likhona:Don'twastetimeuyeva;?I'lldothe



arrangementsforyou.I'llbriefyoulater

Me:Thanks

***Westoodupandshewalkedmeout.Iwaved

goodbyetoherasIdrivetomyhouse.WhenI

gotthereIthrewmybagonthecouchand

madesomethingtoeat.AftereatingIchanged

intoPJs,prayedandthenwenttobed.Iwoke

thefollowingdayandbeforeanythingImadea

shortprayer.Ididmyhygieneprocessandthen

wenttothekitchen.Imadeasomewheatbix

andatequietly.TheknockcamethroughandI

dragmyfeettoopen,MyCalwasstanding

therelookingreallyhot.Heiswearingblack

jean,blackvneckt-shirt,blackboomberjacket

andblackNikeairforce.HehadablackNike

cap.Hewasreallylookinggood.Imadeaway

forhimandwenttositinthesittingroom.***

Calvin:Youlooksuperhotmywoman

Me:Mxm.Whatareyoudoinghere?



Calvin:Ndiyakukhumbulatshinimfondini(I

missyou)

***Iwaslaughingathowhewassayingit.He's

badinspeakingIsiXhosa.Andyoupeoplewho

aren'tspeakingIsiXhosashouldstopthehabit

ofsaying"mfondini"you'reusingitinabadway.

Mfondinishouldbesaidtomalenottous

women.Lols.Wellmyphoneranganditwas

aunt,Iexcusedmyselfandwenttothe

kitchen***

Me:Likhona

Likhona:Siyasanga

***Ilaughed***

Likhona:Fridayyoushouldbethere.Thepriest

isleavingonSunday

Me:Insuchashortnotice.It'sWednesday

today

Likhona:There'snotimeSiya.He'stheone



who'llhelpyouhere

***isighed***

Me:Okaycool.Bye

Likhona:Bye

***Iendedthecallandreturnedback.Calvin

waswatchingsoccersoIsatnexttohim***

Me:Babe

Calvin:Sthandwa

Me:I'mleavingonFridayandI'llbebackon

Sunday

Calvin:Oh

***Heseemedspeechlessorrathershockedor

maybetakenaback.Icouldn'treadhis

expression.***

Me:IhavetogotoEasternCapetosortfew

thingsbutI'llbeback.

Calvin:Iseverythingokay?



Me:Yesjustfewthingsneedtobedone

Calvin:ShouldIcomewithyou?

Me:Thatwouldn'tbenecessary.

Calvin:OkayI'llbookyouaflightthen

***Ismiledandheperkedmylips***

Calvin:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumore

***Wesattherewatchingsoccer.Laterheleft

andIwenttobed.OkayThursdaypassedand

itsFriday,myflightwasleavingat11am.Iwoke

upat8ammadeashortprayer,mademybed,

didmyhygieneroutine,lotionandworemy

peachandwhitepumatracksuitwithwhite

pumasneakers,Itiedmyhairneatlyandputmy

fewthingsinthebag.Ialreadypackedmystuff

soafterItookmyphonefromthechargerand

wenttoeat.Calvinarrivedat10amlookinghot

asusual.Ijustcan'tgetoverhishandsomeness



;);)HetookmybagstothecarandIfollowed

behindhim.Wegotinthecarandoffwewent

toairport.WehuggedandIpromisedtocallas

soonasIarrived.Isaidgoodbyeandleft.When

IgottoEastLondonthefirstthingIdidwasto

callhimjusttosayI'vearrived,Ialsotoldaunt

Likhonathat.IthencalledacabtoKing

WilliamsTown.Iarrivedintheafternoon,Ipaid

thedriverandtookmythingsout.Before

walkingtothegateIdidthebreathingexercises

andthenwentinslowly.WhenIwasinsidethe

yardpeoplecameoutandtheyweresohappy

toseeme,somewereevenululating.Theyoung

boytookmybagsinandIfollowedtheelders

tothehut.Iwaswelcomedwithdumblingand

chicken(umleqwa)aftereatingIjustwantedto

sleepsoIwenttobed.Theyalreadyknewthe

reasonIcameheresotheysaidthepriestwill

beherefirstthinginthemorning.Thefollowing

dayIwokeup,prayed,mademybedandthe

youngboybroughtmewatertobath.Ididmy



hygieneprocess,lotionandworealongblue

dresswithalongslitontheleftside.Ialso

woremyslippersandwenttothehut.Hmm

amabelewasgiventome.Aftereatingthe

priesttoldmetofollowhimtotheothersmall

hut.Itookoffmyshoesbeforegettinginand

satonthestrawmat.Hegavemeanecklace

thatIshouldwearthenwestartedpraying.It

wasthelongestprayerever.Afterthatheheld

myhandsandstartedprophetingme.That's

howIsawitthough.Hetoldmetodrinksome

waterthenafterwewenttothegarden***

Him:Everythinghappenedhere,right?

Me:What?

Him:Wherewerethoseseedsplanted?

***Iclosedmyeyesthenopenedthemagain***

Me:Thatside

***Ipointedtothecornerandwewentthere.I

lookedaroundandthedeadseedswereallover



there***

Him:Onlyyoucanbringthemtolifeagain

Me:Mna?(Me?)

Him:Yes.

Me:How?

Him:Whatisinyouiswhatisinyourheadand

whatisinyourheadhasthegreatestpower

thanwhatisinyourhard.Answeryourcalling

Me:Whatcalling?

Him:Yourgrandfatherwasthepowerfulpriest

orprophet.Hehadeyeseverywhere.Seemslike

hewantsyoutotakethatgift.

Me:Idon'tunderstandHim:Youhavetoanswer

yourcallingoryou'llloseeverythingyouhave

mychild.

***Ilookedathimnotknowingwhattosay***

Him:Everythingwillvanishlikeitneverexisted.



Yourfuturehusbandwillleaveyouforsomeone

else.

Me:No

Him:Thendowhat'sright.Betheeyesandears

ofeveryone'sproblem.Yourpeople'slifeisallin

yourhands.

***Iswallowedhard***

Me:HowdoIanswerthiscalling

Him:Youneedtostartbygoingtohisgraveand

tellhimyouacceptthisgift.Afteryouhaveto

pray.Thatnecklaceyou'rewearingbelongedto

himandyouneedtotakeit.

Me:Okay

***Henoddedandwedidtheritualthatwas

supposedtobedone.Bythetimeeverything

wasdoneIwassotired.Imighthaveaccepted

thiswholethingbutIdon'tknowwheretostart.

I'mdoingallthistofindeternalhappiness



althoughhehaven'tsaidanythingabouthaving

childrenbutIhavelittlefaithinme.The

followingdayIdidmymorningroutinewhich

alsoincludesprayerthenafterIpackedmy

stuff.OhnottoforgetthatIhaveaWhitelong

gumetwithlongZion-ishwoolbeltthat

MamlambohasfromUzaloandsomething

greenyouputontheshoulder.WellIonlywear

thosewhenIdomyspiritualwork(how

awesome )IjustlooklikeI'llbethenext

Mamlambohere.MycabarrivedshortlyIsaid

goodbyetoeveryoneandoffIgo****

INSERT81♤finalepisode♤
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♡SIYASANGA♡

***WhenIarrivedinJoburgIfoundCalvinand

Cassandrawaitingformeinairport.Theywere

holdingposterswrittenWelcomeBack.I

laughedbecauseit'snotlikeI'vebeengonefor

months.TheyhuggedmeandCalvintookmy

bagfrommeandwewenttohiscar.Onthe

waywewerelisteningtoKehlaniandG-Eazy-

GoodLife.Iwassingingalongwithmyeyes

closed.Idon'tknowwhenwearrivedIjustsaw

thecarnotmoving.IopenedmyeyesandIgot

offthecarwiththeygotofftoo.Iwentinside

andIthrewmyselfonthecouchwithCalvin

joiningme.Heputmyfeetonhislapsandtook

offmyshoes***.

Me:Helpmewithafootmassageplease

Calvin:Ang'funi

Me:Beagentlemanforonce



***Hegiggled***

Calvin:ForthatI'mnotgonnagiveyoua

massage.

Me:Cassiemyangel

Cassie:ByebyeSiya

Me:Ohnindenzakanje(You'redoingthistome)

fine

***TheylaughedandIpouted.Calvinperkedmy

lips***

Me:Youwantanotherone

***Igavehimthatnaughtysmile***

Calvin:Don'tdothat

Me:Dowhat?

Calvin:OkayfineI'llgiveyouafootmassage.

***Ismiledandrelaxed.Hetookoffmysocks

andgavemeabeautifulfootmassage***

Calvin:Smallfeet



Me:Don'tstart

***Helaughed***

Cassie:SiyaI'mwaiting

Me:For?

Cassie:Tellmethegoodnews

Me:Whatgoodnews?ThatI'maprophet?

Them:WHAT?

***TheylaughedandIjustkeptquietfocusing

ontvthatCassieswitchedon***

Cassie:WhatwereyoudoinginEasterncape

vele?

Me:Openthatbluebagandyou'llfindyour

answers

***Shetookthebagandopenedit***

Cassie:Idid

Me:Whatdoyousee?



Cassie:OhMyGodSiyasanga

***ShesaidtakingoffmygumertwithIsiphika(I

don'tknowitinEnglish)andtherestofthe

things***

Calvin:EhMamlambo

***Wealllaughed***

Me:Youcansaythatagain

Calvin:Sotellmeisthatbelongtoyou?

Me:Ewe(Yes)That'sthereasonIwentto

EasternCape.

***TheylookedatmewithtotalconfusionsoI

toldthemeverythingfrommydreamstomy

rituals.Theyweresoshocked***

Cassie:Areyouarealprophet?

Me:Notagain

Calvin:Soyou'llknowthatI'mcheatingbeforeI

evencheat?



***Ilaughedathisdumbquestion***

Me:Yeahsoyoubetterwatchout

Cassie:Wowsohowdoyoufeel

Me:Ohitfeelslikeadreamcometrue

***Isaidsarcastically***

Calvin:Ifeelyouhey.Mamlambo.

Me:Don'tstartorI'llprayandonceIpraythis

housewillturnupsidedown.

Cassie:I'dlovetoseeyoutry

***SheputthingsbackandIwenttomakea

sandwichsinceIwassohungry***

Cassie:I'mstillwaitingforthegoodnews

Me:Like?

Cassie:ComeonSiyasanga.AuntLikhonatold

meeverythingsooutwithit

Me:Ifshetoldyouthenwhatdoyouwantto

know?



Cassie:Iwanttohearitfromyou

Me:WhybecauseI'llsayitthesamewayshe

saidit

***Sherolledhereyes***

Cassie:You'reengagedandyoudon'ttellme.

Calvin:Youalreadytoldyouraunt?

Me:Shesawtheringsoshedemandedtoknow.

Cassie:Soit'strue?

Me:No

***ShescreamedinexcitementandIclosedmy

earsusingmyhands***

Cassie:Wowyouguys.You'llmakeagreat

family.I'msososohappyforyou.Howabout

wemakeadoubleweddingormay....

Me:There'snoweddinghere

***Shegiggled.Mysisterissuchasavage***

Cassie:Ijustcan'twaittogivebirthalready



Me:6moremonthstogo.

***Shegroaned***

Cassie:I'mdyingtomeethim

Calvin:Him?

Cassie:Whateverthesexsays.Bythewaylet

mego.Byeguys

***Shestoodupandleftus***

Calvin:Ishouldgoalso.Iloveyoubabes

Me:Iloveyoumore

***Wekissedandthenheleft.GreatnowI'm

leftalone.Ijustwenttobathandchangedto

mypjs.TomorrowIshouldtakemyclothesto

thelaundromatbecauseIdon'thavemuch

cleanclothesleft.Iprayedandthenlogonto

WhatsApp.IsawNatalie'sstatuswritten"GP

hereIcome".Irepliedwith"Areyouserious?"

ShesaidlolItsjustastatus.Mxmbiish.I

loggedoffandslept.Iwaswokenupbythe



ringingcellphone.Iansweredandplacediton

myear***

"Ulele?"("Areyousleeping")

Me:NoI'mflying

***HegiggledanditsCalvin.Wowjustwow.He

wokemeupjusttogiggle***

Calvin:Wakeup,Momissickandwantstosee

you

Me:Yeahgreat

Calvin:I'mforreal.Behereat11

***Icheckedthetimeandits8am***

Me:Ihaveschooltodayincaseyouforgot

Calvin:Oh.Whattimedoesyourlectureend?

Me:12pm

Calvin:You'llcomeherethen

Me:Bye



***Idroppedthecallandjumpedoutofthebed.

Isaidashortprayerthenwenttobath.Ilotion,

brushmyteethandworealongmaroondress

withamaroonbodywarmerandsandals.Itied

myhairneatlyandputmythingsinsidethebag

andwenttoeat.AftereatingItookmykeys,

wentout,lockedthedoorandwenttomycar.I

putthethingsinthebackseatanddroveto

school.Schoolwasschoolnothingmuch.I

decidedtostartatWimpytobuyamilkshake

thendrovetoCalvin'shouse.Somanycars

wereparkedoutsideandIonlypacked2streets

awaybecauseIdidnothaveanyspace.Icalled

CalvinandtoldhimI'mcoming.GreatnowI

havetowalk.WhenIarrivedIknockedandno

oneansweredsoIjustgotinside.Myheart

almostjumpedoutwheneveryonescreamed

"SURPRISE!".IlookedbehindmeandIwasso

confusedwhatwasgoingon.***

Phiwe:Hililihilililili



***Shewashalulatingandhuggingme***

Phiwe:Congratulationsbabeonyour

engagement.Iknowthisisthebiggeststepin

yourlifebutit'sworthyourlove,right?

***Inoddednotsurewhatwasreallyhappening.

Cansomeonetellmewhat'sgoingon

already***

Calvin:ImadethisforyouFutureMaKhumalo.

Justtocelebrateourengagementwithpeople

closetous.

Me:Oh

***That'sallIsaid.Maybeit'sbecauseIwasn't

expectingforthis.***

"Congratulationsbabe"

***IsmiledlikeanidiotwhenIsawNataliahere.

Wowshecame.Ican'tbelievethis***

Me:Thankshunmeansalot

Natalie:Takethis.Hopeyou'llloveit.



***Shegavemeapaperbagwithawrapped

presentinside***

Natalie:IknowDubaiisahotplaceandIhope

thatwillworkforyou.

Me:Dubai?

Calvin:Itwasmeanttobeasurprisebabe.

Mombookedaholidaytripforus

Likhona:Andalsoyou'llbeinacruise.Iguess

it'sadreamcometrue

***Ijumpedupanddownwithexcitement.Wow

it'shasalwaysbeenmywishtobeonacruise.

Wow.IjustwishSharonwasheretocelebrate

thisdayforme.Shemustbehappywherever

sheistoseemethishappy.It'struewhenthey

say"Whenthingsgetbetteritwilllooklike

nothingwaseverwrong"I'mherecelebrating

myjourneywithpeoplewholovemeand

motivatesmetoalwaysbehappy.Ifhappiness

reallyfeelslikethisthenletmebehappy



forever.YesI'llbehappyforever,Iknowit.For

thepastfewyearseverythingwashard,I

doubtedGod'sexistenceandlovebutnowI

knowthemeaningofpatience.Patienceis

virtue.Welivinginascrewedupworldwhere

wecan'tgeteverythingwewantbutinorderto

getitwehavetofighthard.Ifoughttobehere

today.Myhandsarecoveredwithblood

becauseoffightingforwhatIwanted.I'mnot

sayingI'mproudofthatbutIknowwhat'sbest

formeandpeoplearoundme.Iwasaprostitute,

astreetkid,arapevictim,amurdererandof

course(laughs)I'mayoungprophetbut

throughitallIsurvived.Itwasn'teasyatthe

beginningbutImadeitintheend.Imadeit

thoughIfeltlikegivingup.That'showlifeis.It

willputyouinadifficultpositionanditsupto

youhowyoumakeitout.AsformeIwasgiven

twochoicesinlife"Givingupandlose

everythingI'veworkedfor"and"FightinguntilI

makeit"andyesIfought.Iwonthe



championshipbeltcalledHAPPINESS".Ifound

love,IfoundafamilyandIfoundfriendseven

thoughI'velostsomebutIsurvived.Mynameis

SiyasangaDlaminiandthiswasmystory.

Thanksforreading***

END


