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Ilovewintermorethansummer,butIloverainmorethansunohwell,IguessI'm messy

likethat.

I'm luckytohavethisvieweveryday,Speciallywhenitspouringoutside,Iforgetall

abouttheStressthatcomewithmyjobandMyPAwhowanttobearoundme

everytimegossipinglikehell.

"Knockknock"

Speakofthedevil

Me:"Comein"

PA:I'm alreadyin,Irolledmyeyes,womanyourhusbandishere,he'sbeenherefor20

minutesbutheyI'm sureyou'vebeenbusydroolingoverrain

Me:shit,Iforgotthathe'spickingmeup",Istartedrunningaroundpickingupmythings

PA:gogogo

Me:okoky,you'llswearI'm latefortheplaneorsomething,Iranoutandtookthelift

down

PA:IswearifIwasnotyourPAyouwould'velostyourmanlongago,Ilaughed,He

dramaticlikethatthisone

Me:thankyouforSavingmyMarriageandile,ohyahmyPA'snameAndile.

Andile:Pleasure,oureyesmethesmiledalittle.

Me:sorrybabyIwasfinishingupsomework,hehuggedme

"thatalieIknowyou'vebeenstaringtherainbbe,packsofhavingaweirdwife,let'sgo

welate,wewalkedoutthebuilding

Me:wherearewegoing?



"Mom invitedusfordinner,sohowwasyourday?,heopenedthecardoorformeandI

gotin.

Me:greatyours?

"itwasgood,youlookbeautiful"

Me:thankyouTthenwedroveoff,goingtoHisparentshouse,Sigh

NowthatI'm goingtohellalready,letmejustintroducemyself

MyNameNdumisoDlaminiZikalala,29yearsold,OriginallyFrom RichardsbayKZNbut

justmovedhereinDurban1yearagoWithmyhusbandyesI'm marriedtoagreatGuy,

HisnameisThamiZikalala,let'sjustsayhe'smyeverythingImean4yearslaterintoour

marriagehestilltreatmelikeI'm theonlywomaninthisworld.Hesinaconstruction

businesswithhisfamily.I'm aDermatologistbyprofession,have3siblings2older

brothersMbongeniandZolani,asisterwhoislittleyoungerthanmeYamkela.

ImarriedintoabigZikalalaFamilyThamihas4sistersand3brother's,4boys4girlsso

8intotalandhestillhasbothofhisparents,meontheothersideI'm leftwithmy

motheronlybecausemyfatherdied3yearsago.

Buckleup,lemetakeyouforaride,NdumisoRide.
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**NDUMISO**

Wearoundthetableattheinlawshouse,Idon'tthinkIwilleverbecomfortablearound

thishousebutheyI'm forcedtobehere.MaNgubane(motherinlaw)hasputallthe

stopsforthisdinnerImustsaythefoodlooksdelicious.

THAMI:"babyareyouokay?,younoteatingyourfood."

ME:"I'm finebbe",heheldmylefthandandIstartedeating



MANGUBANE:youstillwatchingyourfiguremakoti?

ME:noit'snotlikethatMah"

MANGUBANE:itsbetterbenotbecauseI'm stillwaitingforgrandkids

THAMI:Ma!

MANGUBANE:"what?IsitacrimethatIwanttoseegrandkids?

ZIKALALA:"Mangubane!

MANGUBANE:"babaI'm justasking"

THAMI:"mapleasestop,youhavemanygrandkidsforGodsakes"ijustlookeddown,

listenthem exchangingwordsasusualthere'snothingnewhere,itsalwayslikethis'

Thami:"Babylet'sgo!

ZIKALALA:Son.....

THAMI:noDad,mom issoinsensitive,hepulledmyhandandwewalkedoutjustlike

that,He'ssoangrythathedriveslikeamaniac,Idecidedtonotsayanything,Isaidalittle

prayer"DEARGODPLEASEOPENTHEGATEFORUS,WECOMINGWITHABLACKSUV",

Thamilookedatme,heburstedoutlaughing,Iguessheheardmyprayer.

THAMI:"NduIdon'tliketolaughplease,whatkindofprayeristhis?,hewasstillin

stitches

ME:whatdoyouwantmetosaywhenyoudriveslikethis?

THAMI:sorrybaby,Ididn'tnotice

ME:"yeahright,"wefinallyarrivedatMorningSide,yesthatwherewelive.thesecurity

guyopenedthegateforusandwedrovein,whenIgotinsidethehouseItookof

myshoesandheadedupstairsIneededtoshowerandsleep

THAMI:bbewhyareyourunningawayfrom me

ME:I'm notrunningaway,Ijustneedtotakeshower

THAMI:canIjoinyou?

ME:Yesyoucan,whenwereachtheroom wetookofourclothesandwenttoshower,

there'snothinglikehotshowerafteralongdayItellyou.



THAMI:"I'm sorryaboutmymother",hesaidwashingmyback

ME:"itok",inmymindI'm likenoit'snotokay.Whywomenmustsufferbecausethey

can'tconceive?Whymusttheybeinsulted?Speciallybyanotherwoman?Justbecause

youabletocarryachildofwhichthatisablessing,doesn'tmeanlookdowntothose

whocan't,ohwellIdidcarrysomeonebutwhenIwas7monthpregnantIlosthim,he

diedinmywomb,Ithinkpartofmediedwithhim,3yearslaterstillnothing.

THAMI:"mylovedon'tcry"Ididn'trealizeIwascrying,hejusthuggedme,waterstill

hittingourbodies,laterhedriedbothofusandwegotinbed.

THAMI:iloveyou

ME:Iloveyoutoo,hefellasleepimmediatelythathowheis,Iwasjustdeepinmy

thought,everydayIaskmyselfwhydidIlosemybabylikethat?Everythingwasfinenext

thinghe'sgone,maybeGodsawthatIwon'tbeagoodmothertohim.sometimesIwish

togetpregnantagainbutsometimesI'm scaredthatthehistorymightrepeatitself.

iguessIfinallyfellasleep,inthemorningwhenIopenedmyeyes,myhusbandwasn't

nexttomeIcheckedthetime,Its3am,okIguesshe'sinthebathroom butthenIstarted

hearinghim shoutinginthebathroom,Ijumpedoutofthebedandheadedtothe

bathroom whenItouchedthedoorhandle,Ifindthathelockedhimselfin,Iknocked,he

wasstillshoutingbuthekeptquietwhenheheardmyknockandheopenedthedoor

fast

THAMI:"babywhyareyouup,doyouwanttousebathroom?Heaskedmewithhiseyes

poppedout

ME:"nowhyareyoushouting,whatareyoudoingwithaphoneinabathroom?

THAMI:"its...umm itsMZO(hisyoungerbrother)

ME:whatwrongwithhim?

THAMI:he'sintrouble,Ihavetogo,hesaidthatgettingonhisclothesfast

ME:whatgoingon?I'm comingwithyou,heturnedfast

THAMI:Nononobabysleep,youknowhim withhisVarsityShenanigans,Iwillcallyou

assoonasIknowallthedetails,hekissedmyforeheadandranoutjustlikethat,oh

wellitwas3am afterallIdecidedtosleepagain.



NDUMISO'SWORKPLACE

Itwas10am stillhaven'theardanythingfrom Thamihe'swasnotansweringhisphone

neatherwasMZOIwasstartingtobeworried.

ANDILE:madam youstillworriedaboutavarsityboy?

ME:morelikebothofthem Imeantheirphonesareoff

ANDILE:maybeyoushouldgototheCampusI'm sureyou'llfindsomeinformation,

ActuallyLet'sgo

ME:"butmyAppointments?",hejustpulledmyhandandweranout,Ithrewhim the

keys"Youdriving"

ANDILE:withpleasuredarlingdoyouknowtheguysIcangetbydrivingthismachine?,I

rolledmyeyes,yesAndileisopenlygayandhe'stheonlytruefriendIhave,hes35from

ManzimtoIdon'tknohowmylifewouldbewithouthim he'sablessing.thenIreceived

notificationonmyphone

ME:"changeofplansAndy,wegoingtoMorningsidehospitalnowjustreceived

notificationfrom MedicalAid".

ANDILE:nowhathappenedtotheboy

ME:"onlyGodknows",wearrivedattheHospitalandtoReceptionweaskedaboutMzo

buttherewasnoMZOKHONAZIKALALAAdmittedorwhowasadmittedneitherwas

THAMI,sigh

ANDILE:whatwegoingtodonow?

ME:"letmecallLUNGA"lungawasoneoftheZikalalasiblings,itsrang3timesandhe

answered

LUNGA:mrsZikalala

ME:hilungahowareyou?

LUNGA:fabulousandyou



ME:notwellI'm lookingforThamihaveyouheardanythingfrom him,orMzoImeanhe

wenttocheckonhim apparentlyhewasintroubleattheCampusthismorningsohe

rushedtocheckonhim,Butnoneofthem answersmycalls

LUNGA:eashIhaven'theardanythingfrom bothofthem ,whattimedidheleftthe

house?

ME:3am,Andileeyespoppedout

LUNGA:What!I'm goinghavetocallyouback,IletyouknowifIhearsomething

ME:I...tututu..hehungup,Great

ANDILE:didihearyousay3am?Ndunowhatarewegoingtodonow?

ME:Idon'tknow,whatIknowIsthatI'm notgoingbacktotheOffice,im goinghomeI

can'tconcentratecancelallmyappointments,youcanhaveadayoffaswell,Itookthe

keys

ANDILE:Can'tsaynotothatmadam ,Igotinthedriver'sseatandAndilewasworking

onhisTablet,afterleavinghim therankIdrovetomyHouse.

**LUNGA**

I'm LungaZikalala37years,I'm Thami'solderbrother,whenNduwasNarratingthe

storyaboutThamiandMzoIjustknewtherewassomethingwrong.idecidedtocall

them.

MZO:bigbrother

ME:whatthehellmzowhyareyounotansweringNdu'scalls?Wherethehellareyou

andThami?

MZO:bhuti....umm bhutTham..

ME:mzoIdon'thavealldayspeakupman

MZO:Thamiisatthehospital



ME:whatwhy?Ndumisoislookingforherwhathappenedtohim?

MZO:he'sokhe'satMorningSide,callhim ...tututu...didthatsuckerjusthungupon

me?FuckItookmykeysanddrovelikeamadmantoMorningsidePrivatehospital,

whenIgottheresamestorynoZikalalapersonwasadmittedIcalledhim,heanswered

THAMI:Luhthisisnotagreattimemani.....

ME:shutupandcomeouttothatcornerthatyouin,I'm hereinthehospital

THAMI:what?

ME:"nowthaminow",Ihangedup....5secondheappearedlookingsofrustrated

THAMI:Whatareyoudoinghere?

ME:don'taskmethatshit,thequestionwhatareyoudoinghere?,herubbedhishead

THAMI:it'sbadlungaitsb...

ME:Idon'twanttohearaboutit,fixyourshit,Nduwasherelookingforyou

THAMI:what?howdidshe..,helookedlikehewasthinking"FuckMedicalAid"

ME:whatdidIsaytoyouThami,she'srunningaroundlikeafoolaswespeak,your

problem youdon'tlisten,iwarnedyouman,Iwarnedyou,Ifeelsorryforher,mmmm I'm

outofhere,Iwalkedawayfrom him leavinghim withhandsinhishead.

NARRATED

Thamifollowedhisbrotherbehindgoingtohishouse,whenhereachedthehousehe

sawhiswife'scarparkedoutside,hisheartstartedbeatingsofast.

Hewalkedin,inhisroom hefoundNdustareingtheMirror

THAMI:"bbe"shejumpedsofastandrushedtohughim

NDUMISO:whathappened,I'vebeencallingyouallmorningandIgotscaredafter



receivingHospitalnotification,butwhenigotthereIcouldn'tfindyouguys

THAMI:M..Mzohurtsomeboyinafightsohewasadmittednotusthatwhyyou

couldn'tfindournameinthesystem

NDUMISO:ohsohowishe?

THAMI:goodthey'lldischargehim thisafternoon

ME:thatgreatIwassoworriedaboutyouguys

THAMI:don'tworry,hejusthuggedhersotight.

NDUMISO:babyyoudon'tlookfine

THAMI:justtiredbaby,justneedashower,hadalongmorninghewalkedinabathroom,

Ndumisowentdownstairstomakehim somefood.

Thamifinishedshoweringandwalkedbacktotheroom,hisphoneRang

THAMI:hey

PERSON:;;&@***(((())#:;

THAMI:nduwaslookingformeIhadtocomeback

PERSON:JMSMLADGGJKKA

THAMI:youknowwhatIcan'tdealwithyourtantrumsrightnowI....

PERSON:#*#̂&*(((

THAMI:dowhateveryoulike,ifyouthinkthatistherightthingfort....nduappearedwith

atrayfullofGreatfood,"ThankyouLunga,noI'm homenow,yeahchatlater,,tututu

thepersondroppedhiscall

NDUMISO:ohthatwasLuhIforgottotellhim thatyouback,shesaidthatplacingatray

withbeforehim

THAMI:Thankyoumylove

NDUMISO:eatbeforeitsgetcold,Thamiatehisfoodfast,hefinishedandworehis



workclothes

NDUMISO:stillgoingtowork?

THAMI:IhavetoIhavetheemostimportantmeetingever,hetookhiskeysandhis

cellphone,"Iwillseeyoulaterbabyhekissedherforeheadandrushedout,Ndumiso

decidedtocatchuponherworkonherlaptop.

2WEEKSLATER

**NDUMISO**

ThingsbetweenmeandthamiarenotgreatthesedaysIdon'tknowwhathappening,he

seem distractedbuthesaysitsworkbutIknowThamiworkdoesn'tfazehim ,Ithink

there'smoretoitbutIdecidednottoreadtomuchintoit.ImeanI'm acalm personthat

mynature

Its7PM hesstillnothome,heusuallycomesbackby5pm,decidedtoleavehisfoodon

themicrowaveheadedtomyroom,Imightaswellcatchuponsomereading.asIenter

theroom Ihearhiscaroutside,hewalkedinahouse,heonhisphonewithahugesmile

plasteredonhisface,he'ssmilingmorelikeblushing,untilhenoticesmelookingdown

onhim,heremoveshisphonefastfrom hisear,Ithinkhelockeditorswitcheditoff.

THAMI:MA..MADLAMINI

ME:"hi,"Isaygoingbacktotheroom.aftersometime

"Howwasyourday?

ME:justadaynothingspecial,yours?

THAMI:"itwasgood"silence*bbeIapologizeforlastcoupleofdaysIknowI'vebeen

distantI'm sorryaboutthat

ME:it'sokay,butIwouldliketoknowwhywhatgoingon?Helookeddown

THAMI:nothinggoingonlike.....



ME:don'tdothatthami,arewelyingtoeachothernow?

THAMI:no

ME:sowhatgoingon?Hedidn'tanswerIpreferredtoleavehim alonebecauseclearly

hewashidingsomethingfrom me,Ifeltsohurt5yearsintoarelationshipwithhim he

neverhidanythingtomeImeannever.

THAMI:whereareyougoing?

ME:I'llsleepinaguestroom,clearlyyoudontwanttotalktome

THAMI:babyit'snotlikethat,hegotandfollowedmeatthedoor,Iopened,hepulledmy

andbutItookmyhandback"Ndudon'tgoIwill....

ME:NothamiI'm givingyouspacemaybeI'm crowdingyou

THAMI:babyI'm goingtotellyoueverythingpleasesitdown

ME:NothaminoI'm sureyougoingtolielikeyou'vebeendoingfortwoweeksso...

THAMI::IMETSOMEONEELSEILOVEHERIWANTTOTAKEHERASASECONDWIFE.

LIKEANDSHARE

COMMENTPLEASE

BEPATIENTWITHME

IM WORKINGANEW JOBSONOTIMEFORME
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**NDUMISO**

Istoodthereemotionless,IturnedIsawhim alittlesmileinhisfaceafterdroppinga

bomb,morelikeaknifeinmyheart,shetookhisheart,helovesherIcanseestraightto

hiseyes.ithinkhesnappedoutofitbecauseheliftedhiseyesupfast



THAMI:babyNooothatcameoutverywrongmylove,hetriedtotouchmebutImoved

back

ME:youloveher?

THAMI:IdobutnotmorethanyouNdum...

ME:doyouloveher,Iaskedhim socalm

THAMI:Idoloveher

ME:youwanttomarryher

THAMI:bbedon'tdothis

ME:answerthequestionThami

THAMI:thatmywishifyouallowme

ME:sothere'snothingthatcameoutwrong,Iwasstillatthedoor"YOUMETSOMEONE

ELSEYOULOVEHERANDYOUWANTTOMARRYHER,congratulationsyoucanhave

her,Iwalkedout,hefollowedmelikealightning

THAMI:ndulet'stalkdon'tleave

ME:wedonehere,Itookoffhisringandthrewitonhim,IwentbacktotheRoom ,took

ofthegown,woremytracksuitsandsneakers

THAMI:babydon'tleaveme,Iignoredhim tiedmylaces,tookmycarkeyshejuststood

atthedoor"NdumisoIsaiddon'tleavelet'ssitdow....

ME:outofmywaythami.

**THAMI**

TosayNduhwasangrywasunderstatement,shewaslividandhurtwhathaveIdone

NDUMISO:outofmywayThami

ME:Ican'tletyouwalkawayfrom meIwon't



NDUMISO:GETTHEFUCKOUTOFMYWAY!sheroaredIgotscaredbecauseInever

heardhershoutinglikethatever,shelookedlikeshe'swasreadytokillme

ME:ndumiso...shejustpushedmeasideandranoutofourroom,its8o'clock,Iran

afterher,Itriedtotellsecuritytonotopenforherbutshewasreadytocrushthegate

withherCar,shedroveoutlikeamaniac,followingherwasawasteoftimebecauseI

lostherintheway,IdrovetoLunga'splaceIneededallthehelpIcanget,Ifoundhim

withNtandohe'smyOldestbrother

LUNGA:whosechasingyou?

ME:Itoldher,sheleftme

NTANDO:whatdoyoumeansheleftyou?

ME:shejustdroveoff,Luhtraceherformeplease(He'sanITTechnician)

NTANDO:howwasshe?

ME:Ineversawherlikethatman,shetookherringoff.

LUNGA:let'sgo,werushedintomycar,MyphonerangIanswereditfastwithouteven

checking

ME:Ndumi

PERSON:hisirth.....

ME:"waitwaitwhoareyou?

PERSONsirI'm detectiveLAMULApleaselistenthere'salady............Ididn'thear

anythingafterthat,DEARGODWHATHAVEIDONE?,

**LUNGA**

Ihatehospitalswe'vebeenwaitinghereformorethananHour,Thamihasbeenpacing

upanddownHe'ssoannoying



NTANDO:thamistopman,youdrivingmecrazy

THAMI:whattakingthem solong,

ME:letthem dotheirjob,youdidn'tdoyourssostopwhining.

NTANDO:guysplease,ThamididyoutellhereverythingImeaneverythingeverything?

THAMI:No

ME:ohwowyoustilllyingIdon'twanttobepartofthisanymore,Igotup

NTANDO:luhSitdownthisisnotaboutThamiit'saboutNduw.....

"NDUMISOZIKALALA,wegotupquickly

THAMI:howisshe?

DOCTOR:itsjustbruisesbutIwillliketokeepherovernight.

LUNGA:canweseeher?

DOCTOR:yesyoucanbutdon'tbelong,SheneedtoRest

NTANDO:thankyoudoc,wegotinherwardshelookedsocalm formyliking,Iknow

she'sthecalm personnaturallybutunderthecircumstances,youcanunderstandwhyI

feltuneasy.

**NDUMISO**

Iwatchedthem theywalkedtowardsmybed,Thamiliterallyranin,tothinkIalmost

diedjustbecauseofthismannexttome,Idon'tknowwherethatcarcamefrom funny

enoughIdidn'tgetscaredIguessIwantedtofeelsomepainordieinpeace.

THAMI:babyhowdoyoufeel,youscaredme

ME:whyareyouhere?,hejustlookeddown

NTANDO:madlamini



ME:hi

NTANDO:areyouok

ME:yes,canIhavewater,Thamitookthewaterandgaveittome.

LUNGA:wegladyouok,yougaveusafright

THAMI:babyI'm sorry

ME:Idon'twanttotalktoyou,Idon'tevenwanttoseeyouguyspleasetakehim with

you

THAMI:I'm notgoingtoanywhere

ME:Iwantmyphone,whereismyphoneiwanttogohome

THAMI:but...

ME:PLEASEIWANTMYPHONENOWWW,Iscreamed

LUNGA:ndumisocalm downplease

NTANDO:thamilet'sgo

THAMI:No!

NTANDO:giveherspace,hepulledhim byhishandandtheywalkedout

LUNGA:Ndum....

ME:IwantmyMom,Iwanttogohomepleaseborrowmeyourphone

LUNGA:Nduyoucan'tleavelikethat

ME:whynotyourbrotherdoesn'twantmeanymore

LUNGA:youknowhelovesyoudon'tmakeanyhastydecisions

ME:IwanttocallANDILE

LUNGA:wefamilyNduIwilltakeyoutomyhouseletmecallNtokozo(thathiswife)he

walkedoutalso

NARRATED



InthemorningLUNGA'swifewenttothehospital,lungabriefedheraboutwhatgoingon

LastNight,shewalkedintothehospitalandFound3brothersoutsideNdumiso'sward

shedidn'tgreetthem .

NTOKOZO:whereisshe?

LUNGA:morning

NTOKOZO:luhI'm justnotinthemood

LUNGA:whatdidIdo?

NTOKOZO:areyouhappynowthami?AndYouadvisedhim todothis?

LUNGA:Ntokozo!

NTOKOZO:I'm sureyouwishedshewasdeadwhenyouheardshewasinan

accident,im sureyouweregoingtodoVoshodancewithyournewlover.AndyouLUNGA

ifyouwantasecondwifetellmenow,sothatIcanleaveyourassinpeacenx,sheleft

them thereandwalkedinsideTheward.

LUNGA:seewhatyoudone?

NTANDO:I'm sureI'm goingtosleepinginacouchalsotodayThankyousomuch

Thaminx.

INSIDETHEWARD

NtokozohuggedNdumiso,tearsjustrandownhercheeks

NTOKOZO:stopitokstopit,Idon'twantyoutocrybecauseofthatdog,Rightnowis

notthetimetobeweak,IneedyoutobeStrongStandupforyourself,You29youstill

youngndu,Facethisheadon,shesaidthatwipinghertears

NDUMISO:Idon'tknowwhattosayordoI'm stillshockedNtokowhathappenedtous



NTOKOZO:nothinghappened,youdidnothingwrongok,Iwantyoutoforgetabout

anythingandeveryonerightnowFocusonNdumiso

NDUMISO:thankyouforcoming

NTOKOZO:I'm heretogetyousoIboughtyouthese,hopetheyfit

NDUMISO:thankyousomuchNtoko,itwastracksuits,Ndumisoworethem andThey

walkedout,stillThamiandhisbrotherswerestilloutside,Ntokozojustgavethedead

staretheyremainedseated,Theysignedpapersandtheywalkout.

NDUMISO:pleasetakemetomyhousesis

NTOKOZO:areyousure?

NDUMISO:YeahlikeyousaidIhavetofacethisheadonsoIcan'trunaway.

**NDUMISO**

WhenIgottothehouseItookalonghotbath,afterfinishingItookmyotherphoneand

DecidedtocallmysisterYamkelaShe'sa24stillinvarsitybutthisisherlastyear.

YAMKELA:heysis

ME:hihowareyou?

YAMKELA:I'm goodhowareyou,youdon'tsoundGreat

ME:wasinacaraccidentlastnightbut.....

YAMKELA:What?Whathappened,areyouokwhereareyou?

ME;I'm goodnothingmajorjustbruises,I'm atthehouse

YAMKELA;sorryI'm gladyouok?

ME:yeahsohowareyou,how'sschoolanynewbae

YAMKELA:schoolhecticasusualohI'm stillsingle



ME:mmm okIwantedtocheckuponyou

YAMKELA:okbyenowthere'sincomingcall,Iloveyou

ME:loveyoutoo,shehungup.

Idon'tknowWhendidhegothere,hewasleaningtowardsthedoor.iworefreshclothes.

THAMI:hi

ME:hi

THAMI:youlookbeautiful

ME:thanks

THAMI:Igotyousomefood

ME:I'm nothungry

THAMI:butyouhavetoeatsomethingbaby

ME:ISAIDIM NOTHUNGRY,Isnapped

THAMI:I'm sorry,parentsaredownstairsME:Whatparents?

THAMI:myParentsandyourmom

ME:wowwellplayedThami

THAMI:ndu...

ME:stop,hejustwalkedinashower,Afterfinishingwewentdownstairstogether.ohh

thefamily,Ntando,Lunga,NtokozoandThandithat'sNtando'swifeweallthere

Mymom (Madladla)greetedme.

MADLADLA:ndumisoyouok,IheardaboutAccident

ME:I'm goodma

MANGUBANE:"thankGodmakotiIwassoworried",whatanactressshedeservesan

oscarthiswomanItellyou.weallsettleddown.



ZIKALALA:thamiwhatgoingoninthishouse?

MANGUBANE:makotiwhereisyourring?

ZIKALALA:MANGUBANEI'm stilltalk,shekeptquiet,ThamiIaskedyouaQuestion,why

arewehere

THAMI:Ndumisoisleavingme

MANGUBANE:Hhe'sheclappedonce

ZIKALALA:She'sleavingyoubecause?Hestartednarratingthem hisstoryabouthis

newmrsandall.

MANGUBANE:soshe'sleavingbecauseyoufoundanotherwifewhatwrongwiththat?I

lookedatmymothershedidn'tsayanything

ZIKALALA:didyouaskmakotitotakesecondwife?

THAMI:no,butthatdoesn'tmatteranymorebecauseI'm nolongertakingher....

MADLADLA:what?,thatmymothereverybody,shelookedsoshocking

MANGUBANE:thatinsane

THAMI:NduI'm sorryIdecidedthatI'm nottakingheranymore

ME:NoThamiyouloveherIsawitinyoureyes,whenyoutoldmeabouther,Iwon't

breakyouupwiththeloveofyourlife

THAMI:butIalsoloveyoundu,Ican'tlivewithout...

ME:stoppleasestop

MADLADLA:ndumisodon'traiseyourvoicetoyourhusband

ME:whyher?Whyher?IsbecauseIcan'tgiveyoukids?

THAMI:babypleaseyouknowit'snotthat

NTOKOZO:ndudon'tdothistoyourself,shesaidthatwithatearyeyes

ME:howdoIknowthatthami,tellwheredidIfail?TellmeMaybeI'm notgoodinbed

MADLADLA:ndumiso!

ME:Iwanttoknow.



THAMI:BabyyoumorethanenoughformeI'm sorryNdumisoIdidn'tmeantohurtyou

pleas...

ME:youknoweverythingaboutmethamievenifI'm notgoodenoughinbedthatsison

you,youtheonlyguyI'veeverbeenwith.

THANDI:sorryNdumisoyoudontdeserveallthis

ME:whoisshedoIknowher?Silence"Thamiwhoisshe.

THAMI:Ndumisodon'tdothis

ME:Iwanttoknowherwhoisshe?

LUNGA:thamitalkpleasenowisthetimeman,hestilldidn'tanswer,Igotup

ME:I'llgopack

ZIKALALA:makoticalm down

ME:I'm sorrybabaIdon'twanttobehereanymore

THAMI:Ndumisodon'tleaveme

ME:youshouldbehappyyoucanstaywithamysterywomaninpeace

THANDI:youstillhidingthingtoYourwifeThamiwow

ME:he'sprotectinghisownThandi,

THAMI:I'm goingtotellyouNdupleaseforgiveme

ME:Isaidwhoisshe?Hejustfroze,silence,irealisedthathe'snotwillingtotellme,i

carried......

THAMI::"ITSYAMKELA"

ME:thathername,waitYAMKELAfrom where?Ilookedhim straightintohiseyes,It

can'tbe,ImeanIlookedaround,Ilookedatmymom ,shealsoshiyedawayfrom me

ME:thamiyou...Imeanyoudon'tmeanYAMKELAmyYAMKELA?

THAMI:baby...Ndumiso

ME:THAMIYOUTAKINGMYSISTERASYOURSECONDWIFE?



PleaselikeandShare

Commentsplease

[8/9,14:18]+263772440078:INSERT#3

**NDUMISO**

ItwasSaturdaybutIwasworkingthatday,wehavealotofordersifit'saweekendbut

wegooutearly,IreallyneededtoleaveearlybecauseNtombihasbeenbuggingmethe

wholemorningaboutshedoesn'tknowwhattowear.12o'clockItookataxitoher

place.

WhenIarrivedOwamiwastheonewhoopenedthedoorforme.

OWAMI:helloaunty

ME:hellobaby,whereismommy?

OWAMI:she'sthere",hepointedtoherroom

ME:ok,lookIbroughtyoucookiiiiies,hejumpedupanddownexcited,reallyloves

cinnamonCookies

OWAMI:thankyouaunty,hetookhiscookiesandranbacktohiscouch,ohhits

cartoons,thenNtombishouted"Ndumisogetinhereplease"

ME:iwalkedintoherroom andthentherewereclothesalloverherbed,"Andthen?

NTOMBI:girlfriendI'm lostIdon'tknowwhattowear,

ME:butalltheseclothesarebeautiful

NTOMBI:ifyoucanseeMtoti'ssister'sYou'llunderstandwhyim likethis,letalonehis

brother'swife,youknowshe'spregnantbutitlikeshe...eyIdon'tevenknowhowto

explainhersoIhavetomakeanimpression.

ME:sohowaretheyaretheyuptight,stuckup?youknowhowrichpeopleare



sometimes.

NTOMBI:theysuchagoodpeoplemorelikefreebutstilltheymustseemeasNtombi

thepotentialmrsmkhizenotNtombitheReceptionists,webothlaugh

ME:okokMrsmkhizeIthinkthisdresswillbeperfect,youknowblackmakeStatement

allthetime

NTOMBI:hellothisdressistooshortNduyouknowIhavesticklegs",shedamnright

hasmatchsticks,I'm holdingmyselfIdon'twanttolaugh

NTOMBI:goaheadndulaugh,Ijustburstedoutlaughing

ME:okI'm sorry,IpickedupalongRoyalbluestunningJumpsuit"Howaboutthis,wear

itwithBlackHeels,shesnatchedit.

NTOMBI:thisisperfectGodwhydidn'tIseethisallalong,Iguessthatsorted

ME:soareyouexcited

NTOMBI:ndumisooeI'm justsonervous

ME:you'llbefinejustbeyourself

NTOMBI:IdecidedthatI'm goingtotellhim tonight

ME:mmmm soyougivingupthecookietonight

NTOMBI:Ndumiso!

ME:okokysorryIwasjustsaying,shegotupandwesharedlunchjustthe3ofus.by4

o'clockItwastimeformetogo

ME:okasmuchasitsogreattobeherewithyouguys,Ihavetogonowandyoutwo

mustgetready

OWAMI:yeeeesisunclecomingnowmommy?

NTOMBI:yeshe'llbeheresoon,owamilookedsoexcited

ME:oktextmeorcallmeifyouneedanythingoranyadvice,shewalkedmeout

NTOMBI:Iwilldefinitely

ME:don'tgetpregnant



NTOMBI:NDUMISO!

ME:Okgetpregnant

NTOMBI:goawayplease,Welaughed

ME:loveyoutoo,Itookataxitomyplace.

WhenIgottomyplace,AsIwasabouttoopentheburglarIfelthispresenceIsmelled

hiscologne,Istartedshaking,Ididn'twanttoturnandseehisface,Isaidalittleprayer,

after6monthofpeacehereIam againfe

"HelloNDUMISO"Icarriedonfidgetingwithmykeyswithmyhandsshaking

THAMI:Calm downI'm notheretofightletmehelpyou,heheldmyhandtakingthe

keys,Imovedmyhandawayfrom him,Iwasstillonmute,heopenedIsnatchedmy

keysfrom him andgotinsideIlockedthebuglarfasthejuststoodthereandasIwas

abouttoclosethedoorheblockeditwithhishand.

THAMI:NdumisopleaseIjustneed2minutesofyourtimeIknowI'm notsupposedto

behereplease

ME:justgetawayfrom me,Itoldhim calmly

THAMI:Ngyakcela(im beggingyou)just2minutes

ME:youhave1minutesjust1

THAMI:,NdumisoI'm nothappyaboutwhatIdidtoyou,I'm ashamedofmyselfIliketo

apologizeforeverythingallthepainI'vecausedyou,youdidn'tdeserveanyofthat,all

youeverdidwaslovemeunconditionalwhileIdidtheopposite.

iknowI'm thebiggestjerkIntheworldandyoudeservetoknoweverything,younever

lackedanythingIwasjustgreedy.

meandyousisterstarteddatingjustaftermeandyougotmarried

ME:wow

THAMI:andshewasn'taloneIcheatedwithotherwomentooIrepeatagainyounever

lackedanythingitwasjustmewithmybadtendencies.



ForgivemeSibalikhuludon'tdothisformebutyourselftheBiggestmistakeofmylife

wastotakeyourloveforgrantedwhatIknowIwillneverbehappy,Ican'tstoploving

you.IknowIdestroyedmylovefrom youbutit'sokIdeserveallthepunishmentinlife.

TakecareofyourselfIwillalwaysloveyou,Ifyouneedanythingdon'thesitatetotellme.

AgainI'm sosorry.

Iwipedmytears,IdecidedthatI'm notgoingtocryanymoreI'vebeencryingforsolong

toolongbecauseofthisguy.

ME:"IFORGIVEYOU,

THAMI:thankyous....

ME:STOPIM NOTDOINGTHISFORYOUIM DOINGTHISFORMEBECAUSEIWANTTO

HEALONLYNEED2THINGFROM YOU.

STAYAWAYFROM ME,LETMELIVEMYLIFEYOUOWEMETHATMUCH,helooked

downandsaid

THAMI:"ThankyouforgivingmeyourtimetakecareofyourselfNdumiso.hewalked

awayfrom megoingbacktohiscar

ME:"Thami",heturnedandlookedatme

TAKECAREOFMYSISTER.

THAMI:"Iwill"hegotinhiscarandDroveoff,IletoutahugeSigh.IfeltlikeIjust

removedsomethinghugeoffmyshoulder.

Idecidedtohavealongbath,Iwasthinkinglikewowtheguyisthebestliarintheworld

Ineversuspectedthathewascheatingnotevenonce

**NTOMBI**



MynameisNtombiBhenguI'm 30yearsoldoriginallyfrom ulundi.im amom Ihaveson

hisnameisOwamiheis4yearsold,he'smyrideordie.

I'm notmarriedbutdatingthisAmazingguyhisnameisMtotiMkhizewe'vebeen

togetheralmost3monthwhichfeelslikeI'veknownhim for3years.

Imethim almostAyearagobuthehadtogoaway,whenhecamebackheliterallytold

methatI'm hisgirlfriendhe'snotasking,he'stellingmesincethatdayithasbeena

bliss.

Tonightheinvitedmetohisfamilydinnertomeetallofthem notthatIdon'tknowthem

I'vebeenworkingfortheircompanyformorethan6yearsnowbuttheydon'tknowthat

wedatingexcepthisbrother's.

Its6PM Iknowhe'sgoingtobehereanyminute,I'm kindofnervousunlikethiscrazy

sonofminehe'ssoexcitedyeshe'swithusbecauseMtotiinsistedthatIcomewithhim.

Messagefrom him

"I'm onmywaybabycan'twaittoseeyourbeautifulself"

Ohwellthathim makingmeblushallthetime.

Idecidedtosendmessagetomyfriend

ME:girlfriendWeaveorNatural,shetyping

NDUMISO:natural

ME:okthanks,yeahNDUMISOImetherCoupleofmonthagoshe'sbeenthroughwhole

lotbutstillstandingImeanshewasbrokenwhenImetherbutIseeimprovementevery

singledayshe'shassuchabeautifulsoul.meandherjustclickedit'slikeI'veknownher

foryears.

Itookalastlookofmyselfinthemirror,ndumisowasrightRoyalbluesuitsmeverywell

IlookgoodevenifIsaysomyself,mythoughtsareinterruptedbyscreamingOwami.



OWAMI:"mommymommyuncleishere"ohthatMtotiforyouHedoesn'tknockatall,

herocksuplikeUndertakerFrom Wrestling.

Iwenttolivingroom hejuststoodtherewithhismouthopen

ME:"hi",okthatcameoutasawhisper

MTOTI:hewhistled"wowisthisyouMangcolosi(myclanname)?,hewalkedslowly

towardsmewhenhereachedmeheheldmywaist"youlookBeautifulmyloveandyou

smellheavenly"

ME:"thankyounotbadyourself"whatalamestatementImeantheguyI'sadream ,I

meanhe'ssohandsomebuffyohyesheiswhenhegotbackfrom Russia,Ijustsawa

musclemanItellyouhewassodifferentandhe'stallwhatmorecanagirlwant?

MTOTI:areyoureadytogo?

ME:yeswereadyspeciallythisguyhe'sbeensoimpatient,Hechuckled

MTOTI:itsfunnybecausehedoesn'tevenknowwherewegoing,"OwamiHandstoyour

Eyes",owamiobeyedhim,hesmashedhisthicklipstomine,Ifelthotimmediately,he

continuedkissingmelikeitourlastkissonearth

OWAMI:uncle,hepulledout

MTOTI:"fineyoucanremovethem nowchamp,partypopper"

ME:don'tcallmybabythat

MTOTI:hejustinterruptedmymomenthere,

ME:you'llbestrong

MTOTI:okwherearethebagswehavetogonow,Iwenttomyroom tookowami'sbag

andmybagbecausewesleepingovertohishouse.

ME:I'm ready,hetookbagsfrom me

MTOTI:YouguysarecomingbackonWednesdayright?

ME:AyboMtotiMonday

MTOTI:okTuesdayatleas....

OWAMI:mommylet'sgo,welookedateachotherandlaughed,thatmysonforyouhe



lovestheroadtoomuch

MTOTI:Let'sgoboyheliftedhim andcarriedhim andthebagsout,he'ssuchashowoff

Ilockedthedoorwhilehewasstrappinghim withasafetybeltinhisSUVyephecomes

from averywealthyfamilyofwhichhejustgotUnitedwiththem lessthan2yearsago.

MTOTI:ComePeaches,yeshecallsmewithanythinghelikes,heopenedthedoorfor

meandandsafetybelthealwaysdoesthisthingofstrappingmewithasafetybeltlike

I'm akid,Ijustrollmyeyes,Hegotinacarandstarteddrivingallthewayhewasbusy

speakingwithOwaminonstop.

Iwasjustworriedaboutthedinner,heheldmyhandwithhislefthand

MTOTI:whatareyouthinkingaboutNunu?

ME:nothingbabe,hejustkissedmyhand

MTOTI:NgyakthandaNtombiyami(Iloveyoumygirlfriend),heliketosaythatbecause

BecauseinZululanguagegirlfriendis"NTOMBI"ofwhichironicallyismyname

NTOMBI:Iloveyoutoo

OWAMI:youlovememoremommy

ME:yesbabyIloveyoumore

MTOTI:thisguydoesn'twanttoseemehappy,hesaidthatlaughing

ME:he'smarkinghisterritory

MTOTI:definitely

OWAMI:unclewhatisthatnexttome

MTOTI:thatbiltongboy

OWAMI:ohh,bythewaybiltongisforhispregnantbrother'swifeherNameisYara.they

saysheeatsbiltongallthetimemorelikedemandsitfrom everyone.

InevermetherbeforeIjustknowherfrom SocialmediaApparentlytheythoughtshe

wasPregnantwithtwinsbuttheylaterfoundthatsheexpectingTriplets.

FinallythecararrivedtobeautifulneighborhoodeverbutInoticedthatwasnotMrand

MrsMKHIZEseniorshomebecauseI'vebeentotheirsbefore.



ME:Wherearewe?

MTOTI:bhutimlondi'shouse

ME:Wowisthisahouse?Thislookslikeahotelora....ayIdontknowhowtodescribe

thebeauty,thelightsinthehousewow

MTOTI:yesyoulikeit?

ME:doyouhavetoaskbbethisissomethingelse,afterdrivinginhecameoutandwent

aroundtoopentheDoorformeandforOwami.

Thenoiseinsidethehouseitsoundedliketherewerelotofpeople,Nerves.

MtotitookOwami'shandandtoldmewemustgoin,whenwegotinsideIdon'twantto

talkaboutthebeautyoftheHouse...Ijustdon'tknow.thenIheardMtotisingingmore

likecrying

MTOTI:"Kdalanislindilesesfikile(youhavebeenwaitingforustoolongwearehere)",

ME:H...Hi

EVERYONE:Hiiiiiiiiiiiiii,lordtakemenow

ZODWA:awuNtombiyouthemysterywoman,everyonelaughed,ThatMrsMkhizethe

senior.

MtotipulledachairformeandIsatdown

"Yousocutewhatisyourname"

"I'm owami"thatwhatIheardwhenIrememberedaboutOwamiIlookedaroundsaw

him Talkingtoher,isitpossibleforonepersontobepregnantwithtripletsbutstill

lookslikeshejustwalkedoutinaMagazineorsomething

"Mamihellorememberourguest?ThatwasMlonditalkingtohiswifeYara.sheliftedher

eyesup

YARA:ohmyGodI'm sosorryIwasstillfascinatedbythiscuteyhere,hepointed



Owami,ShecamenexttomeIgotup

ME:hi

YARA:hiI'm YarawelcometoourhomeShehuggedme,shesmelledlovely

ME:thankyou,youbeautiful,shelaughed

YARA:youhavejokesIsee,haveyoueverseenabeautifulhippo?Youarebeautiful,she

said,ismiledandsaidthankyouIsatdownnexttomtoti,Owamiwasnowonhislap.

MTOTI:finallyIgotmygirlfriendback,everyonelaughed

"Finallyyougotagirlfriend,saidthewhiteguynextToAmanda(mtotissister)they

laughedagain.

MTOTI:youdidn'tthingIwasrealysingleImeanlookatmewhowouldresistallofthis

ZODWA:tellthem son

MLONDI:mom don'tencouragehim wehadenoughabouthowbigarehismusclesto

ourswetired

MTOTI:jealousy,hecriedagain,Imeansang

MLONDI:IfeelsorryforOwami'searsthathorriblevoiceyoujustsangwithcangiveany

kidnightmares,theyallburstedoutlaughing

YARA:guysenoughBhutiyoudidn'tevenintroducedyourguests

MTOTI:eashIforgotokEveryonethisisNtombiShe'saCriminal,SheStolemyheart

AMANDA/YARA:Ncoooh,I'm suremycheekswerenowred

ZODWA:andShe'sblushing

MTOTI:Mahplease

ZODWA:sorry

MTOTI:thischamphere,hepointedhim isOwami

MTOTI;andNunuyouknowMrandMrsMkhize(ZodwaandMuzi),youknowAmanda

andmlondi,Inodded



MTOTI:"wehaveNongcebohereBhutiLonda'sDaughter",ayboLondahasadaughterI

didn'tknowaboutthat,Iknowshe'ssameageasSizweandAyandatheyalljuststarted

varsityMtotitalksaboutthem allthe.

Hecarriedon"thisisSizweBabGadla'sSon",ohIknowGadlaisMuzi'sbrother"last

butnotleastThisisZamashe'sBhutiSihle'sgirlfriend,"shebeautifulwithherdread

locksbutshelooksirritated.

"Andwehaveabelunguabathathu(wehave3whitemen)Sihleyouknowhim ,Ayanda

bhutiMlondiandSisYara'sSon,"He'srighttheytooyellow.

"andthatonehepointedtherealWhitemanIsMarioGarciahe'sSisYara'sbrotherand

SisAmanda'sFiancee,"nowIcanseetheresemblanceyesYaraismixedIheardShe's

halfITALIANhalfZULUthatwhyshehasWhiteHalfbrother

SIHLE:Mah!

ZODWA:Mtotidon'tcallyourbrotherawhiteman

MTOTI:sorryMa

AYANDA:hetookmyhandandkissedit"Youcancallmewithanyname

Nkosazane(Princess)"

MTOTI:"letthathandgoayanda",everyonechuckled.

TheonlypeoplewhowerenottherewereMlondi'sTwinLondaandAmanda'stwin

Mandyyeptheycomeinpairs

ME:nicetoknowEveryone

YARA:itsapleasuretofinallymeetyouIheardalotaboutyou

NGCEBO:"Ilikeyourhair",Ihaveshortblondhair

ME:thankyou,shesmiled,she'salsobeautifulIthinkIcansafelytheyallgorgeousin

thisfamily

MUZI:"ItoldyouNtombithatIwantyouasMkhize'sbride",thatwasMRMkhizethe

senior

ZODWA:"ItoldyouHubbythattakeherassecondWife"

MTOTI:what?AyboMah



MUZI:youmustthankyourancestorsthatIlovemywifetoomuch,theylaughed

SIHLE:youcanstilltakeherdadimeanshenotmarriedmoss

MTOTI:kahleMlungu(whiteman),hehatesthatname

SIHLE:"mxm Robocop",IguessthatMtoti'sothernameIlookedathim andlaughed

ZODWA:wejustwelcomeyouNtombiandOwamitoourfamily,eventhoughyou

practicallyhavebeenfamilyalltheseyearsbutnowwewelcomeyouashisPartner

ME:"thankyouMah",ivealwayscalledhermom from thestart.

MLONDI:Syabongangokumzama(thankyoufortryinghim ,theyallchuckledMtotiwas

justsmiling.

ThenthechefstartedplacingdifferentkindsoffoodonthetableYeptheyhaveaChef.

Everyonestarteddiggingintothefood,itwasamazing.

Thedinnerwasn'tbadafterallwhatInoticedaboutthefamilytheysotightsoclose.

Theysmilegenuinely,theyjustsowarm andAccepting

OWAMI:"mommywhydidweeatwithoutpraying?,silence

ME:weforgotbaby

OWAMI:ohh

MARIO:theyareHeathernsboyboy

OWAMI:whatisthatUncle?

MARIO:"somethinguglylikeyouruncle"hepointedMtoti

OWAMI:"butmommyalwaystellsunclethatHe'shandsome,"Ichockedonmydrink,

everyoneburstedoutlaughing.

MTOTI:"thankyouOwah"

AMANDA:heissoadorableNtombiyoudidagoodjobwithhim

ZODWA:toomuchhesverywellmanneredkid

YARA:"VeryadorableandHelooksexactlylikeyou"



ME:"thankyouIguessItry"

ZAMA;"youareasingleparent?

ME:yes,sihlegaveherastare

ZAMA:"wasjustasking"shesaidrollinghereyes,shehasattitude.

ME:Where'stheFamousMalwandeIheardalotabouthim from someone,yesthat

Mlondiheloveshissontoomuch.

YARA:He'ssleepsveryearlyhewalksaroundalldaybythetimeitgetdarkhepasses

out,Hejustturned1he'ssocute"andiknowthatsomeoneshesaidthatrollingher

eyes

MLONDI:officesecretsNtombi

ME:sorry

Thedinnerwasgreat,theconversationswereflowing,everyonewassmiling.

OwamiwasnowasleepIdon'tknowwherebutNongcebotookhim ithinkmysonlike

herbecausesheanswerseverythingheaskedwithoutanyirritation.

Yarahasabeautifulsouleverysentencestartswithasmileonherface,youshouldsee

MlondiGodhegetlostinhereyesallthetime,itlikenooneexistbesidehiswife

MTOTI:"youstillok?

ME:"I'm good"

MTOTI:"Imissyounow"

ME:"butI'm righthere",Isaidthatsippingmyjuice

MTOTI:"butyouknowt...."

ZAMA:"SONTOMBIWHERE'SISOWAMI'SFATHER",Ichockedonmyjuiceandthe

Glassslippedthroughmyfingers,Pieceseverywhere

Plzlikeandshare
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NARRATED

Afterndumisorealizingthatthesecondwifeisherownsister,shelookedaroundlike

shewaswaitingsomeonetotellherthatshewasdreamingshe'sabouttowakeupto

thisnightmare.butnoonecametoherrescuebesidethecryingNtokozo,whogotup

andhuggedherbecauseshelookedlikeshe'sabouttofaint.

NDUMISO:soeveryoneknewaboutthisbesideme

NTOKOZO:bbeIswearIdidn'tknow,shelookedathermom

NDUMISO:Mom!,MADLADLAliftedherheadup"Youknew?OhmyGodmom youknew

aboutthisandyoudidn'ttellme

MADLADLA:itwasnotmyplaceNdumisoyourhusbandwassupposedtotellyou

MANGUBANE:Atleastit'syoursistersoIdon'tseeanything...

THAMI:mahplease,ndumisowedidn'tplanitit'sjusthappenedI.....

NDUMISO:stoppleaseIdon'twanttohearanythingcomingfrom you

MADLADLA:sitdownndumiso!Youluckythatisyoursisterwhatifitwasanother

womanthatyoudon'tknow?

THANDI:madladlayoucondoningisthisisthisthekindofmotherthatyouare?Don't

youseethisiskillingher?Wow,I'm outofhereNdumisoI'm sorry,Iam sosorryyou

don'tdeserveanyofthisshewalkedout,NTANDOfollowedherout.

NDUMISO:"wow",thatallshesaidbeforeclimbingthestairs.

Intheirroom Shetookouthersuitcasesshestartedpackingherclothes

"Whatareyoudoingbabyyoucan'tleaveme"



NDUMISO:...........

THAMI:Ndumisothisisyourhouseyoudon'thavetoleave,I'llgo

NDUMISO:Idon'twantanythingtodowithyouThami,you,yourfamilyandyourinlaws

youallthesame

THAMI:IknowImessedupbutI'm notgoingtoletyougoNdumisoI'm goingtofight

foryou,youmywife

Ndumisopulledhersuitcasesallthewaydownstairs,everyonegotshockedseingher

withbags.

MADLADLA:whereareyougoingNdumiso,youleavingyourhusbandbecauseshe's

takingyoursister?DoyouhateYamkelathatmuch?

NDUMISO:I'm doingthisforme,andYamkelaandThamicanhaveanicemarriage.

THAMI:youbelongtomeNDUMISOyoumine,Iloveyoudontdothistousbaby,tears

randownhischeeks

MANGUBANE:ndumisoyousoselfish,don'tyouwanttosharewhatyouhavewithyour

sisterwhileshe'scaringthefutureofthisfamily,whatyourhusbandalwayswanted,i

thinkit'sawinwinsituationNdulookedatThami,thamilookeddown

NDUMISO:congratulationsyoudeserveallthegoodthingsIhopeit'sagirlIknowyou

alwayswantedababygirl

THAMI:itwasamistakebaby

NDUMISO:wow,shepulledhersuitcasesout,loadedthem tohercar

THAMI:ndumisoPLEASEDON'TLEAVEMEngyacela

NDUMISO:JUSTGOthamigotoyourwifeandBaby,im sorryIcouldn'tgiveyoukids,

im sorryIcouldn'tbethegreatwifetoyou.

THAMI:"ndumisoplease"shegotinhercarandshedroveoff.

itwasnoteasyforher,thiswastheultimatebetrayaltoher,shewasleavingherlife

behind,theonlymansheeverlovedletalonethemansheeverdatedinthewholeworld.

Shechoseherself,shechosetowalkawayfrom itall.



2YEARSLATER

**NDUMISO**

IfIcansaylifehasbeengreatIwouldbelyingThingswentfrom badtoworse

1.-Firstmyhusbanddecidedtocheatonmewithmysister,gotherpregnantand

decidedtomarryheryeptheymarriednow.

2.Thamirefusedgivingmeadivorce,hebecameananimal,hewillharrassmedayin

anddayout,ihadtofileforprotectionorderbutheyHe'sAZikalalatheyare

untouchable,Iwillwakeuptohim standingnexttomybedinthemiddleofthenight

notknowinghowhegotin

3.WhenI'm walkingatthemallordrivingIwouldfeelthatsomeoneisfollowingme.he

wouldsendmemessagescomplimentingwhatI'm wearing,complimentingmyboobs

whileI'm inashowerIhadtohiresomeonewhofoundawholelotofcamerasinmy

apartment.IdecidedtomovetoMlaziwithANDILE,ohImisshim hewastheonly

friendIhad.yesyouheardme"HeWas"hediedinacaraccidentayearago,hitandrun

sometimesIthinkTHAMIhadsomethingtodowithitbecauseandilestoodwithme

throughall.thatwhenIlostit.

4.AfterlosingAndileIlostmyjobthatTHAMI'SdoinghetoldmeclearlythatIwilllose

myjobsoIwillbeforcedtogobacktohim.ivesearchthejobforthewholeyearnowno

onewantstohireme,luckilyIboughtthat3room housefrom andile'sfamily.

WhatI'm tryingtotellyouisthatinthat2yearsIlosteverything,Ilostfamily,mybest

friendmyjobbutallinallIlostmyself.im nolongerthatconfidentWoman,Ihavepanic

attacks,anxietyattackssometimesI'm depressedbecauseofwhatI'vebeenthrough,

butIbelievethateverythinghappensforareason,ineverysituationthere'salightinthe

endofthetunnel.

ThamidecidedthatbecauseIdon'twanthim backhemustabuseme,hewouldrockup

tomyplaceshoutatme,sometimesbeatmeup,igottiredofreportinghim becausehe

wouldlaughinmyfaceandtellmethatjailishishome.thelaststrawiswhenhecame



withagunthreatenedtokillhimself,iguesshechangedhismindbecauseheendedup

shootingme3times.heleftmethinkingthatIm deadluckyenoughIdidn't,Iwas

rescuedbyneighboursfinallyhegotarrestedeventhouhedidn'tstayinjailthatlong

becauseofhisconnectionsbutcourtgrantedmeDivorceandProtectionorderfinally

I'm free.

Letmeintroducemyselfagaintoyou

MynameisNDUMISODLAMINII'm now31yearsoldqualifiedDermatologistcurrently

workingattheBakery,yepyouheardmeIhadtofindajob,thamiwipedmyaccounts

clean,IhadtosellmycarbecauseIcouldn'tafforditanymore,IstillliveeMlaziat,I'm

gladIboughtthatandile'splacebecauseIdon'tknowwhereIwouldberightnow.My

familywantnothingtodowithme,theyaccusedmeofbewitchingThami.Theysaid

thatwhyhewentcrazyafterme.

lI'm earningnotearningenoughbutI'velearnedtoappreciateeverythinginlife.

I'vebeenattendingtherapyandSupportgroupforwomenwhowentthroughdifferent

Abuseandtraumaitbeenveryhelpful,ohhIevenfoundafriendherNameIsNTOMBI

BHENGUshealsoattendgroupwithmeandalsoliveatMlazibutonadifferentsection

wejustclickedrightawayshe'ssuchastrongpersonforsomeonewhobeenthrough

whatshewentthrough.todayshe'scomingovershe'sfunIforgetabouteverything

whenI'm withher

"Helloooo"withasqueakyvoice

Igotstartled

Speakofthedevilshe'sloudlikethat

NTOMBI:"OhmyGodI'm sorryNduIdidn'tmeantoscareyou",yeahI'm likethatnow,I

panicalot

ME:Dontworryaboutit

NTOMBI:Girlfriendim socoldjesusit'sAprilwhyissocoldlikethis,shesaidthat

lockingthedoor

ME:anddoyouthinklockingthedoorwillmakeyouwarm,shelaughs



NTOMBI:Idon'tknowIneedalltheheaticanget,howareyou,wehugged

ME:I'm okay,howareyou,

NTOMBI:Im goodbesidefreezing

ME:gotomyroom andtaketheheateroutpleaseIdon'twantyoutodie,sheliterallyran

tomyroom.

Shecamebackwithitandshepluggeditinalivingroom,Imadecoffeeforher

NTOMBI:GodthatbetterwhatacoldSaturday,Ihandedcoffeetoher"thanksgirlfriend"

ME:Noproblem,whereOwami(thather4yearoldson)today

NTOMBI:OutwithMtotitheytoldmelivethatI'm notinvited,ohMtotiisherBoyfriend

they'vebeendatingforalmost3monthnow.

ME:theygetalongverywell

NTOMBI:toowellitsscaresmeNdu,whatifitsdoesn'tworkoutbetweenus?whatwill

thatdotomyson?

ME:yougotthekeytothatNtombitalktoyourman,he'sbeenpatientwithyou

NTOMBI:whatifheleavesmeordoesn'tlookmethesameway?

ME:whatifhedoesn't?Ithoughtyousaidhelovesyou

NTOMBI:hedoesIcanseeitinhiseyes,bonustothatheadoresmysonNdu.

ME:talktohim Ntombi,don'tpushhim awayhe'samanhehasneedsandalldoyou

wanthim tofindcomforttoanotherwoman?

NTOMBI:ohhellnoIwillstranglethatthing,webothlaughed

ME:justtryifitmeanttobehewillstay

NTOMBI:IhopesoIlovehim nduandHe'sgoingtointroducemetohisfamilynext

weekend

ME:ahhh,lookatyouinloveI'm happyforyou,she'swasblushinglikeastard.

NTOMBI:enoughaboutmyhunkwhere'smyCake's,shesoaddictedtocakesshameI

buyhersometimeswhereIwork.



ME:"Heehunkmmmm,"webothlaughedigotyourfavouriteIplacedthecakeinfront

ofher

NTOMBI:yesCaramelmyfavouritethankyousomuch,shediggedin.wewerechatting,

laughingandeatingallday

NTOMBI:doyoustillbelieveinlove

ME:Idon'tknow,whatIknowisthatIdon'twantanymannearme

NTOMBI:Iunderstandoe

ME:everymanscaresmeNtombi,doyouthinkIwilleverheal?

NTOMBI:you'llgetbetteroneday,don'tworryonlytimewilltell,justbearwithyourself

ME:yeahIguessyouright

NTOMBI:shecheckedherphone,okthatmyCuetoleavetheguysarecomingback

ME:okthanksforcoming

NTOMBI:youknowwhyIwashereright

ME:traitoryouwerejusthereforthecake,webothlaughed,shetookherbag

ME:sayhitoOwami

NTOMBI:Iwillbyegirlfriend,shedroveoff.

Pleaselikeandshare

[8/9,14:18]+263772440078:INSERT#4

NARRATED

MTOTI:heyheymamakhelookatme,stopcryingI'm sorrybaby,hesaidthatwiping

littletearsshehad

"Iwantyoutolistenandlistentomecarefullymommy,sithere,hepointedonhislap.



"FirstlyI'm gladthatyouhadcouragetotellmethisbaby,I'm sorryyouwentthrough

suchahorribleexperience,IwishIwould'vebeentheretoprotectyou.

Butfrom nowonIpromiseyouIwillprotectyou,IwilldieprotectingyouandOwami.

im notgoodwithwordsMamakhe,butI'm proudofyou,allthisdidn'tchangeyou,but

insteaditmadeyoutobecomethisstrongbeautifulwomaninfrontofme,butfrom now

onIwantyoutoletmebethereforyou,bestrongforyou,nowonIwanttotakecareof

youandOwami.RighthereinfrontofmeisthewomanthatmakesmyheartgoDufduf"

NTOMBI:(smilling)

MTOTI:thereitisthatsmilethatstolemyheart,NtombiIwantustobefriendsbefore

lovers,I'veneverbeeninlovebeforebutI'm inlovewithyouNtombi,Ijustbecamea

bettermanformyselfbutIwanttobeabettermanforyou.ijustfoundmyfamilybutI

wantyoutobemyfamilytoo.

NTOMBI;(Silence)

MTOTI:sodoyouwanttotakethisLifethingwithme?NtombismiledandNodded,He

Huggedhersotight

NTOMBI:Iloveyou

MTOTI:Iloveyoutoobeautiful,theykissedsopassionatelyliketheywerepouringtheir

soulstoeachother,theirtoungesweredancingslowly,ntombiletoutasoftmoanand

,shepulledout.

NTOMBI:baby

MTOTI:yesbaby

NTOMBI:Iwantyoutomakelovetome,MtotieyesPoppedout

MTOTI:What?ImeanIwouldlovetomakelovetoyoubtIdon't...

NTOMBI:I'm ready,I'vebeenreadysincethedayItoldyouthatIloveyouMtoti,Iknow

I'vebeennervousandallbuttoday,tonightIwanttoletthatgo

MTOTI:youknowIcanstillwaitanother3monthryt

NTOMBI:IknowbabybutIdontwantyoutowaitanymore,Idon'twanttowaitanymore,

Mtotismiledandpickedntombiup,heplacedheronhisshoulderandstartedclimbing



thestairswithher

NTOMBI:aybobabyputmedown,stoprunning

MTOTI:allthesemusclesIbuiltthem foryouMamakhe,hesaidthatenteringhisroom,

layingntombiinhisbed,hegotontopofher

MTOTI:soMangcolosiyousayingthatyoureadyforMASHAYABHUQE?,heasked

kissingherneck

NTOMBI:whosethat(whispering),MtotitookherhandandplacedittohisCrotch

MTOTI:thathim,ntombiremovedherhandfastandsheswallowedhardthinkingwhat

didshegotherselfinto.

HepulledherPyjamatopoff.Shehadfullygivenherselfovertohim atthispoint,

acceptingherlossofcontrol.Sheopenedhermouthtoprotestbutinsteadagroanof

pleasureslidforthasthenerveendingonherneckrespondedtohislipsandteeth.She

wasgaspingtobreathagain.

MTOTI:"IloveyouNTOMBI

"hewhisperedharshlyinherear.Hetriedtosoftenhisvoice."I'm goingtomakeyou

happy."Ashespoke,ahandslidupherbackandremovedherbra.

NTOMBI:"Ibaby..."thethoughtleftashenippedherbreast,hismassiveshoulders

seemedsotense,Shakingherheadslightlytogetridofthethoughtofwhatshefeltby

herhand,shetriednottocare,Oneofhishandswasspreadoutoverherabdomen,the

caramelofherskinpairingbeautifully,withthecaramelofhis.

Heremovedhishand,revealingmoreofthetoned,smoothbodyparthelongedtotouch

formonths.

Hermusclestrembledandrippledreflexivelyasheslidhistonguefrom thetopofher

clittohertummyagain.

Lookingupather,henoticedthatherlipsweretremblinglikeshewantedtocry.

Hekissedthem again,hislipsattemptingtosootheawaywhateverpainshewasfeeling.



Sheheardhiszipperslidedown.

"I'm gonnamakeitbetter."Hemumbledagain,moretohimselfthantoher.Peelingoff

hisjeans,hekissedeveryinchofherbody.Herpelvicbone,eachofherthighs,herlegs,

takinghistime,worshippingeachpart.Shewasshiveringallovernow.

NTOMBI:"OhGod."Shewhisperedfeelingoneofhisfingersglidebetweenherslick

pussylips.Simultaneously,thetipofhistonguedrewcirclesaroundhernipple.She

squirmedtryingtogethistonguetomakecontactwiththehardeneddarkchocolate

bud.Flickinghistongueacrosshernipple,hebegantoflickherclitatthesamerate.

Herbodyfeltasthoughitwereliterallygettinghotter,raisingintemperature.

Theflickinggotharderandfaster.Shewasgoingtocum.

Theintensityofthefeelingrolledoverandoverinherstomach,increasinginintensity

everysecond."No...no..."shemoanedsoftly,stillwantingtofighthim,theorgasm,the

lossofcontrol.

Thenithappened,Hereyessqueezedshutastherollingfeelingdroppeddownintoher

p*ssythenseemedtoradiatebackoutintotherestofherbody.

Sweatingfrom concentration,hecontinuedtorubherclit,butreleasedhernippleto

watchherface.Hermouthwasslightlyopened,headtiltedback,browfurrowed,fingers

graspinghissheets.Hefeltherlegsshakingagainstthemattress.Hecaressedher

moregentlyastheorgasm begantofadeintoacalm.Squeezingherthighs,hedipped

hisheaddowntoherbodyandnippedandkissedtheinsidesofthem.Herbodyrelaxed

completely,herbreathingslowed.

Justwhenshebegantoregainsomeofhersanity,shebegantremblingagainhe

flattenedhistongueandpulleditfirmlyandslowlyagainstherp*ssy.

NTOMBI:"Aggghhhh....Mtoti!"sheyelled,hermindswirlingfrom thesensation.

Shefeltherp*ssycontracting,havingrandom harshspasms,therollingfeelingagain.

"OhGod"shethought,"Nonononononooo...."Herlegslockeduparoundhishead.He

continuedtheslowlappingofherpussy,feelingherbodywindingagainsthim.It...the

orgasm...increasedandincreased...biggerandbigger...pushing,itwassoslowandfast

atthesametime...itreacheditscrest.Shepushedherpussyharderintohismouthand



came.Sohardshescaredherself.Herbodyfellbackontothebed,Herentirebeingwas

shaken.From thecoreofher.Holdingherselfshelookedathim almosthorrified.

Hemurmuredsomethingwithasmink.Shemoanedinresponse,stillfeelingthewaves

ofherorgasm,butunexpectedlyMASHAYABHUQEwasinthehouse,Mtoticursed

loudly

MTOTI:FUUUUCK!!

NEXTDAY

Yamkeladidn'tsleepatallthinkingabouthowThamihasstartedobsessingover

Ndumisoagain.shebeenthinkingaboutwaystomakehim forgetabouthertotally.

YAMKELA:T..T...(SHOOKINGHIM)

THAMI:what?

YAMKELA:whyareyouansweringmelikethat

THAMI:it'saSundayits6am IneedtorelaxandIsaidstopcallingmeT

YAMKELA:fine,Iguessonlyyour"Ndumiso"isallowedtocallyouthat

THAMI:whatNDUMISOhasanythingtodowiththisnow?

YAMKELA:I'm goingtocheckifthemaidisupIneedbreakfast

THAMI:Isaiddon'tcallmam joyaMaid,Sheahelperourhelperandwhymustsheget

upsoearlyitsweekendstopthis,

YAMKELA:whyareyoubashingeverythingI'm saying?

THAMI:youknowwhatsuityourselfim tiredofyouwhining,yamkelagotoutslamming

thedoorhard,Thamiclickedhistoungethinkingabouthowheusedtohavepeaceful

weekendsmorningsandHotbreakfastmadebyhiswifeNDUMISO,heletoutahuge

sigh.



DownstairsYamkeladialedhermother'snumber

MADLADLA:yiniwafonaeksenkangaka(whyareyoucallingsoearlymorning,yamkela

rolledhereyes

YAMKELA:morningtoyoutoomotherdearest

MADLADLA:aysukaAin'tyousupposedtobestillcuddlingwithyourhusband

YAMKELA:how?whenhe'sgonebackbeinggrumpyaboutNdumisoagain?

MADLADLA:what?howdoyouknowthat?

YAMKELA:Mom healwaysdream aboutheragainandyesterdayhewentthereto

apologizetoher,forwhatmom huh?

MADLADLA:Calm downdon'tjumptoconclusionsImeanthatmanChoseyou,you

gavehim anheirwhatmorecouldhewant?

YAMKELA:maybeyourightbutithinkNdumisoisbewitchinghim again

MADLADLA:stopwhiningholdontoyourmarriageremembermendoesn'tlikenagging

wives

YAMKELA:Iheary....tututu,m..mom..wowshehunguponme,shesaidsuprised

BACKTOTHEIRROOM

Yamkelawalkedinwithasmile

YAMKELA:babyIbroughtyoucoffeejustthewayyoulikeit,thamismiledliftinghis

headup.

Yamkelaplacedacoffeeonthesideofthebed,thamirestedhisheadtoaherdboard

andtookhiscoffee

THAMI:thankyouYaya,hesaidsippinghiscoffee

YAMKELA:pleasurebabyisitnice?



THAMI:delicious

YAMKELA;babyI'vebeenthinkingaboutsomething

THAMI:I'm listening

YAMKELA:let'shaveanotherbaby,THAMIchockedonhiscoffeespittingiteverywhere

THAMI:Whatthefuck?Areyoutryingtokillmeorsomething?

**NDUMISO**

TherenothinglikealazySundaymorningspeciallywhenitsrainingoutside,asIwas

thinkingaboutthebeautifulweathermyphonerangandIansweredquickly

ME:Heygirlfriend

NTOMBI:Ididit,wedidit

ME:Wooooh,calm down,Iwantdetails

NTOMBI:Itoldhim everythinggirlfriendandWemadeloveorweFuckedheyitallthe

samething

ME:ahhggghhhhhhhohmyGodhowwasisit?

NTOMBI:ifIknewitwasgoingtobelikethat,Iwould'vegivenhim thecookielongtime

agondu

ME:ncoohyousoundsohappymyfriend

NTOMBI:hewassogentlemyfriend,Ienjoyedeverythingaboutit,IthinkIlovehim

morenow

ME:thatisaPowerofaDickmyfriend(laughing)andwhere'sthemanofthehour

NTOMBI:Idon'tknow,whenIwokeuphewasnotnexttomeisthatagoodorbadthing?

ME:calm downI'm surehe'sjustaroundthehouse

NTOMBI:oknduwilltalklater



ME:okfriendI'm happyforyou,shegiggledandhungup,Ismileditnicetohearher

excited,she'sbeenapositiveelementinmylife

**NTOMBI**

I'm freefinallyI'm free,thathowIfeltwhenIwokeupthismorningfree,IfeellikeIcan

fly,IfeelhappyIcan'tstopsmilling.

MTOTI:Ihopeyouthinkingaboutmewhenyousmilinglikethat,hesaidwalkingin

NTOMBI:(smilling)

MTOTI:Sinjaniisthandwasamithismorning(howismylovethismorning?)

NTOMBI:I'm goodbabehowareyou,heplacedtrayonthesideofthebed

MTOTI:I'm awesome,Iwokeupnexttoaprincesstodaysowhatmorecanamanask

for?

NTOMBI:(blushing)

MTOTI:howwasyourfirstnightnexttoyourman?

NTOMBI:itwasgood,hesatnexttome

MTOTI:itwasjustgood?Letmetellyouaboutmine,hesidehuggedme,"itwas

ExplosivenothewordI'm lookingforIsmagical,thankyouforabeautifulnightbabyI

enjoyedeverysingleminutesofit.

NTOMBI:gladyoudidIenjoyedeverythingtoo

MTOTI:ofcourseevenMASHAYABHUQEishappy

NTOMBI:Ican'tdealwiththisnamebaby(laughs)

MTOTI:NgyakthandaMangcolosi(IloveyouMangcolosi),

NTOMBI:NgyakthandanamiKhabazela(Iloveyoutookhabazela)heperkedmylips

MTOTI:youdon'tknowhowhappyIam babytoseeyouhere,nexttomeinmybed,he



kissedmyforehead"Ibroughtyousomebreakfast,Ihopeyouhungry"

NTOMBI:ActuallyI'm starving

MTOTI:youwelcome,thisismadebyyourstrulyforthebeautifullady

NTOMBI:thankyoubbe,Istarteddiggingintomyfood

MTOTI:Iloveyou

NTOMBI:(foodinhermouth)mmmm,mtotilaughed,hewaslookingatmeallthetime

withasmileuntilIfinishedmyfood,orshouldIsayuntilwefinishedthefoodbecause

weendedupeatingtogether,afterthatwetookashowertogether,notaninnocentone

ifImustsay(winks)

Idecidedtowearsomethingsimpleandwarm whileIwasputtingmyclotheson,Mtoti

wasstareingatme

NTOMBI:MtotiaybostopStareingatme

MTOTI:Unemcondoemihlekodwamuntuwami(ButYourealyhaveabeautifulstick

legsmyperson),Ilookedathim,webothburstedoutlaughing

NTOMBI:I'm sohurtrightnowbaby

MTOTI:butthatwasacomplimentmylove,I...

"UncleCanIcomein,thatwasOwamiatthedoor

MTOTI:comeinboy,hewalkedin,Irushedtopickedhim up

ME:morningbaby

OWAMI:morningmommy,whatareyoudoingatUncle'sroom?

ME:Islepthere

OWAMI:ohh

MTOTI:youdidn'tsayhellotomeO

OWAMI:hellouncle

MTOTI:hellochamp,howdidyousleep,hetookhim from me



OWAMI:good,butIcan'topentheTVuncle

ME:howdidheknowthatisyourroom

MTOTI:youknowhe'sbeenhereforacoupleoftimes

ME:ohhandyoucomingfrom downstairsalone?

OWAMI:NomommyI...,mtotiputhishandtohismouth

MTOTI:let'sgoandopenTVforyouboy,hesaidthatwalkingawayfrom me

NTOMBI:MTOTI

MTOTI:Mah,herushedout,Ifollowedhim

NTOMBI:don'ttellme...MTOTIYOUINSTALLEDATVINOWAMI'SROOM,theygotin

Owami'sroom andshutthedoorinmyface,sigh

LATERTHATDAY

IwasjustchillinginaloungealonebecauseMtotiwasplayinggameswithOwamiinhis

room .thenIheardsomeonescreamingfrom outside

"BABA,BABA,Ijumpedup,shegotinrunningwearingheelsbutyouwouldswearshe

waswearingsneaker,shelookedlikeamodelorsomething.

ME:whatgoingon?

NGCEBO:Hi,I'm sorryifIgaveyouafright,shehuggedme,Inoticedaffectionisvery

importantinthisfamily

ME:it'sokay,areyouok?

NGCEBO:yoohmommyIjustcommittedthebiggestsinintheworldisbabahere?

ME:yeshe'sherelet'sgofindhim ,shetookoffherheelsandranupthestairsuntilwe

reachedOwami'sroom



MTOTI:woohwhosechasingyouyounglady

NGCEBO:howareyoubabaeyIneedyourhelp

MTOTI:whatdidyoudo?

NGCEBO:SeeIthought...Idecidedto...

MTOTI:ngcebo!,withasternvoice

NGCEBO:OkbabaIstolemydad'scarandIcrashedit

MTOTI:whichcar

NGCEBO:thenewone

MTOTI:thenewMasseratinongcebo,shenodded

NGCEBO:Ireallyneedyourhelpbaba,mydadisgoingtokillme

MTOTI:ayngceboyouhavetwocarswhatwereyoudoingwithlonda'scar

NGCEBO:I'm sorrybaba

MTOTI:Whereisit?

NGCEBO:outside

MTOTI:letmegoandcheckit,hewalkedout

NGCEBO:thankGodbabaishere

ME:sowhereisyourdad?

NGCEBO:Luckilyhe'sinDubai,buthecanrockuphereanytimeeventhouhesaidhe's

comingbackonTuesday,shesaidthatturningtoOwami"OWETHU",suprisinglyOwami

smiletoan"owethu"name

ME:ayboOwamiyouareowethunow

NGCEBO:seeItoldyoumommyisstingywithyou,butifyouareOwethuitmeansyou

areourstoo,hesaidliftinghim up.

ME:okletmeleaveyoutwo,doyouneedanythingtodrinkmaybe?



NGCEBO:nothankyouIjustate,wasoutwithfriendsseeyoulater

ME:oryt,shegotbacktoOwamianditwasmycuetoleave.

Laterintheeveningngcebodidn'tleaveshedecidedtosleep,Ididn'tevenknowthat

shehadaroom alsointhehouse,it8pm stillMtotistillnotback,helefthisphonein

thehouseIwassoworried,butIcarriedonwithTV,Owamiforgotaboutmetheminute

hesawngcebo.

9:30PM ngcebocamerunningdownthestairswithherphone

NGCEBO:mommybabawanttospeaktoyouhesaysheforgothisfonehere

ME:yeshe'sright,ItookthephoneandNgcebowentbackUpstairs"Bbe"

MTOTI:Mamakheniryt,thatcameoutaswhisper

ME:yeswegoodwhereareyouareok?

MTOTI:I'm inhospitalYARAwasinlabour

ME:what?Whatdoyoumeanwas,shegavebirthalready?

MTOTI:Yeah

ME:okbutbabyyoudon'tsoundokayissheok?

MTOTI:YeahShe'sok#sniffing

ME:babyyousoundlikeyoucryingwhatgoingon

MTOTI:WELOSTONEBABYMAMAKHE

Plzlikeandshareguys

Don'tforgettocomment
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NARRATED

NTOMBI:"I'm sosorry",shesaidtryingtopickupabrokenglass,butMtotipulledherup

MTOTI:areyouok?

YARA:nonodon'tworryit'sjustaglasssthandwa(love)

NGCEBO:I'llcleanitforyou,shesaidgoingtogetabroom.

MLONDI:Sihle!,hecalledhisnamewithasternVoice,sihlejustknewwhathisbrother

wassayingwithoutactuallysayingit.

SIHLE:Zamalet'sgo!,helookedsoangry"byeguysweleaving"

ZAMA:I'm sorryNtombiI.....

SIHLE:"JUSTKEEPQUIET",theywalkedout,Ngcebocamebackandstartedcleaning,

Ntombiwasstillshaken

MTOTI:areyouok?,heaskedheragain

NTOMBI:I'm ok,herubbedherarm

AMANDA:whatthehellwasthat?Youknowzamaisstartingtoannoymerealyhard

YARA:wereallysorryNtombi

NTOMBI:it'sokay,I'm okay

MTOTI:Ithinkweshouldgetgoingnow

NTOMBI:thankyouforhostingusandwelcomingmeintoyourbeautifulhome

MLONDI:it'sapleasureMangcolosi

ZODWA:Ntombiwelcometothemkhize'sandohhyouhaven'tseenanythingabout

dramaofthisfamilythiswasjustastart,everyonelaughed,Mtoticamedownwitha

sleepingOwami.

MUZI:Mtoticomeandseemetomorrowwhenyoufree

MTOTI:"Khabazela",thentheyalldecidedtocallitanight,YaraandAmandahugged

Ntombi



YARA:hopetoseeyouagainsoon

NTOMBI:Iwouldlovethat,shesaidsmilling

AMANDA:Takecareofmybrother.

NTOMBI:Iwill,byeeveryone

THEM:BYEE,theywalkedout.

MTOTI:MamakheIthinkyoumustsitwithhim atthebackSothatyoucanholdhim

whileI'm driving,wedontwanttodisturbhim.

NTOMBI:yeahyouright,ntombigotinsidethecarandMtotihandedOwamitoher.

MTOTI:oklet'sgohesaidstartingaCar.

NTOMBI:howlongitgoingtotakeustoreachyourhouse?,sheneverbeentoMtoti's

housebeforeit'ssomethingshe'sbeenavoidingitsOwamionlywhohasbeenthere.

MTOTI:just15minutebaby

NTOMBI:"ohoryt",theydroveallthewayinsilenceuntiltheyreachedhishouse.security

openedhim andhedrovein.

HeopenedthedoorforNtombiandhetookOwamifrom her.

NTOMBI:areyousurethisisyourhouse?Imeanthisisadoublestorydoyoulive

alone?,mtotigaveherastare

MTOTI:aybobabyyouknowIlivealonewhatkindofquestionisthat?,hechuckled

NTOMBI:Iknowitsjust...

MTOTI:I'm jokingIstaywithmywifeand4kids,Ntombieyespoppedout,Mtoti

laughedpullingherbyherhandgoingtothehouse.

MTOTI:Let'sgobeforeyougetheartattackMangcolosi,youreyesit'slikeyoujustsaw

aghost.

NTOMBI:don'tplaylikethisagain.



MTOTI:sorrynunu,heywalkedinsidethehouse.

NTOMBI:wowyouhaveabeautifulhomebaby

MTOTI:WEhaveabeautifulhome,thisisyourhousetoonow,let'sgoandputthisguy

tobed,ntombifollowedhim upstairs.whentheyreachedtheroom

Ntombithoughttoherselfwhendidhedothis?Shewasjustinshockandamazedthat

shedidn'tevenrealizethatMtotiwasinfrontofhercallinghername

MTOTI;"hello",hesaidwavinghishandinfrontofher,"IknowI'm handsomeBabybut

I'm notgoinganywhereyouwillseemetilldeathdousapart"ntombirolledhereyes

NTOMBI:dontflatteryourself,lovewhendidyoudothisbabe?

MTOTI:ohthislastweekyoulikeit?

NTOMBI:howcanyouaskthat,thisisamazingohmyGod

MTOTI:I'm gladyouaprove,becauseOwamilovedit.hesaidholdinghertinywaist

NTOMBI:ayboOwamihasseenthis?

MTOTI:yephechosealmosteverythingthatishere,Owami'sroom hadDolphinstheme

alloverfrom Wallpapertobedding.

NTOMBI:butbabywhyhedidn'tmentionit?

MLONDI:becauseItoldhim itsoursecret

NTOMBI:butMtotiyoushouldn'thave

MTOTI:nonono,IwantedtoandIwanthim tobecomfortablewhenhe'shereI'm not

doingthistobuyhim or.....

NTOMBI:nomyloveIknowthat,youdonthavetoexplainThankyousomuchthisis

beyondbeautiful.

MTOTI:IloveyouandIlovehim youbothmakehappy

NTOMBI:andyoumakeusHappytoothankyousomuchbaby,shehuggedhim sotight



MTOTI:okgetoffmeIseeyouwanttokillmewhatanhurtfulhug

NTOMBI:dramaqueen

MTOTI:let'sgotoourroom nowmissybeforethisguywokeup,ntombikissedOwami

andtheywalkedout

INMTOTI'SROOM

MtotijustcamebackwithNtombi'sbagsfrom hisCar.

NTOMBI;canIgoandtakeashower?

MTOTI:youdon'thavetoaskbabelikeIsaidthisIsyourhousetoo

NTOMBI:Thanks,ntombirushedtotheBathroom.

**SIHLE**

MyNameisSIHLEMKHIZEI'm 32yearsofage

I'vebeenstayingtoUSAforsomeyearsnowbutnowI'm backhome.im inarelationship

withZamaKhanyileIcansafelysayshe'soneofthereasonIcamebackhome.

ME:Zeewhatthehellwasthat?WhydidyouaskNTOMBIaboutherbabydaddy?

ZAMA:I'm sorrysihleIdidn'tmeantoupsether

ME:youwerenotsupposedtoaskherinthefirstplace,whatwrongwithyou

ZAMA:.........,shedidn'tsayanything

ME:Idon'tknowwhatyouwantfrom meZee,don'tyouwanttoblendinwithmyfamily?

ZAMA:Ido



ME:sowhatwrong,IthoughtyouhadsomethingagainstYarabutnowitsNtombiwhat

yourproblem?

ZAMA:nothing,shesnapped

ME:really?sonowyousnappingbecauseIsaidhername

ZAMA:leavemealoneletmesleep,shethrewherselfinbedandcoveredherself,

ME:youknowwhatsuityourselfbutjustknowthis,myfamilyisveryimportanttome,if

youdon'twantthem youmightaswellsaveyourselffrom morefamilygatherings.

ZAMA:whatisthatsupposedtomeansihle

ME:"figureitout"Isaidthatleavingtheroom,Idecidedtogoandcatchuponmysport,

Womenarehardwork!

NARRATED

AtMORNINGSIDE

YAMKELA:youdidn'ttouchyoursupper

THAMI:I'm nothungry

YAMKELA:butImadeyourfavourite

THAMI:whosaidthatwasmyfavourite?

YAMKELA:butyoualwaysenjoy...

THAMI:stopyoudon'tknowmyfavouritefoodsostop.

YAMKELA:yourfavouriteorNdumiso'sfavourite

THAMI:............

YAMKELA:it'sallaboutheragainisn't,youalwaysangryagain.

THAMI:Iwenttoaskherforgivenesstoday



YAMKELA:what?Why

THAMI:whatdoyoumeanwhy?Ihadtoo

YAMKELA:forwhatshebewitchedyouthatwhyyoubehavedlikethat.

THAMI:stoptalkingnonsensedoyouevenknowyoursister?Isshecapabletoevengo

toaSangoma?

YAMKELA;whenyoudesperateyoudoanythingtogetahead

THAMI:wow

YAMKELA:Iknowshewishesshewasstillherebutshe'stoogreedy,shedidn'twant

meto......

THAMI;letmesleep

YAMKELA:Wowyoustillwanther

THAMI:stopwhiningIchoseyoudidn'tI?

YAMKELA:yetyoustillcallhernameinyoursleep

THAMI:Iguessyouwillbehappytohearthatshedoesn'twantmeanymore,shehates

me.

YAMKELA:mxm IknowshestillwantsyouandshehatemebecauseIwonyourheart

THAMI:wowthatsisteryousureshehatesyousomuchistheoneWhoBeggedmeto

TakeCareofyoummm

YAMKELA:MxM,shesaidthatcatwalkingtotheen-suiteThamishookhisheadandgot

undercover's.

BacktoMtotihouse

Mtotiknockedatbathroom doorbecauseNtombihasbeeninashowerfor30minutes

shestillnotout.



MTOTI:mamakheareyouokinthere?,Ntombiansweredback

NTOMBI:I'llbeoutnownow

MTOTI:hurryImissyounow,NtombiwalkedoutwithtowelwrappedaroundherBody,

MtotiSwallowedhardlookingatherbeautifultinybody.

NTOMBI:"Done"Ntombistartedlotioningherbodywithatowelstillwrappedaroundher,

Mtotiwalkedtowardsher

MTOTI:whydon'tyouremoveth...,heaskedplacinghishandonNtombi'sbackbut

NtombijumpedsohardthatshealmostfelldownluckilyMtotiheldher

MTOTI:woohbabewhatwrong,thisisjustme,Ntombi'seyeswereallout,mtoti

huggedhershewasjustShaking.

NTOMBI:sorryIdidn'tnoticethatyouwerebehindme.

MTOTI:shhhhsorryyoualmosthurtyourself,whywouldyoujumplikethatNtombiit's

justmeandyouinthisroom

NTOMBI:I'm sorry

MTOTI:don'tbesorrybabyI'm sorryIdidn'tmeantoscareyou,lookatyouevennow

youstillshakingandyouColdbaby.

NTOMBI:I'm fine,shegotupandwenttofinishlotioningherskin.

MTOTI:I'llbedownstairsI'm goingtogiveyouspacetoputyourclothes,Icanseeyou

uncomfortablewithmebeingaround

NTOMBI:noitsn...

MTOTI:it'sokbabyIunderstandbefreeIdon'tmind,hewalkedoutclosingthedoor

behindhim.

Ntombireleasedtearsfreely,shesobbedsilently,whileMtotiwaslisteningtoallher

sobbsandtheycutthroughstraighttohisheartbuthedecidedtoletherbe,?hegot

downstairsanddialedhisbrother'snumber.

MLONDI:bhutiiseverythingok,howisNtombi?



MTOTI:Idon'tknowbhutishe'scryingaswespeak

MLONDI:Whatgoingonisitaboutwhathappenedearlier?

MTOTI:iI'm justlostyouknowItouchedherbackaftershecameoutintheshowershe

almosthadaheartattackbhuti

MLONDI:thatisnotgoodbhuti

MTOTI:Idon'tknowwhattodobhuti

MLONDI:giveherspacetocalm down,shewillspeaktoyouwhenshe'sokay

MTOTI:orytbhutiI'lldothat

MLONDI:Bhuti

MTOTI:yesbhuti

MLONDI:takecareofherok

MTOTI:ngzokwenzenjalobhuti(Iwilldojustthatbro),theyhungUp,mtotirubbedhis

headinfrustration

"MTOTI"

heturned,hegotupfast,hepulledherbyahandandtheysaiddowntoacouch

MTOTI:"Areyouok"?Ntombishookherhead

NTOMBI:"no",thatcameoutasawhisper

MTOTI:talktomeMamakhe,Idon'tliketoseeyoulikethis

NTOMBI:"Idon'tknowhisfather",silence

MTOTI:"whoseFather?,heasked

NTOMBI:"Owami's",shelookeddown

MTOTI:ohh

NTOMBI:5yearsago

MTOTI:"babyyoudon'thavetoexplainanythingtome"



NTOMBI:"but#sniffing...iwanttotellyou,...Ihaveto...."

MTOTI:Oktellmebabydon'tcry,hesaidwipinghertears

NTOMBI:5yearsago,IwentbackhomeatUlundiitwasJuneholidays,Iwasstill25.

whenIgottoulundioneofthegirlwhowasmyneighbourwashaving

"UMEMULO"(comingoutofageceremony)

Backhomethere'salwaysahypeifsomethinglikethathappensspeciallyifagirlisstill

avirgin.

MTOTI:(herubbedherarm)

NTOMBI:Tocutastoryshortmyneighborwasstillavirginsoeverygirlwhowasstilla

virginintheareawasgoingtoweardifferenttraditionalattire.for"umemulo",I

happenedtobeoneofthosegirlsIwasstillavirgin,soIworethatattireaswell.

whenigottotheceremonyIsawpeoplelookingatmeinadifferentway,strangeway,

untilmymothernoticed.shestartedaskingwhatgoingonlytofindthatmyaunthas

beengossipingaboutmethattellingeveryonethatI'm aprostituteinDurbanitwasbad

baby,IhadtogotochiefsHometobeTestedifI'm realVirginorNot

MTOTI:thenafterfindingout?

NTOMBI:mymum waslivid,thechiefissuedthatmyauntmustpayafinebecauseshe

embarassedmeinacommunity.

Okwepassedthat,Septemberholidaysarrived.Idrovefrom durbanfrom ulundiitwas

latebythetimeIreachedourareaitwas8pm itwasraininganddark,thatwhenit

happened,Ithoughtitwashijackingbutno3guyswithbalaclava'spulledmeoutwith

guns,Mtotiheldherhand

NTOMBI:insteadoftakingthecartheydecidedtotakeme,theytookmypride,my

innocence,Icanstillheartheirvoices,laughing,cheeringeachotherwhiletakingturns

MTOTI:babyno

NTOMBI:aftersatisfyingthemselvestheyleftmetheretodieIwokeupinHospital.they

dideverythingbutstillIfellPregnanteveryonetoldmetodoAbortionbutnotevenonce

inmyminddidIthinkabouthavingabortion.



WhenhewasbornInamedhim OWAMIbecausehewasmine,minealone,sincethat

dayIvowedtolovehim,protecthim asmuchasIcan

MTOTI:I'm sorrybaby

NTOMBI:don'tbebaby,IcriedalotIranoutoftears,imighthavelostpartofmylifein

thatsituationbutattheendIgainedsomethingbeautiful.

Somethingyoumustworryaboutisthatyour30yearoldgirlfriendhasnevershareda

bedwithamanbefore,nevermadelovebefore,thereyouhaveit.

IWASRAPEDHEWASBORN

PLZLIKEANDSHARE
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**NTOMBI**

Ican'tsleepits12am stillMtotiisnotback.ivethoughtaboutgoingtothehospitalbutI

couldn'tleaveNgceboandOwamialone,IguessIendedupfallingasleep.hourslaterI

heardhim gettinginbed

ME:"babyyouback"

MTOTI:"shhsleepbabywilltalkinthemorning"iignorehim ijustswitchedtheside

lampon.

NTOMBI:"Whattimeisit?",inoticedhiseyeswereredyoucouldseethathe'sbeen

crying

MTOTI:its4am ijustgotback

NTOMBI:HowisYarawhathappened?

MTOTI:it'sbadbaby,theyoperatedher,everythingwentwellbutafter30minutesthey



noticedthatonebabywasn'tbreathing,theytriedeverythingjustlikethatshewasgone

NTOMBI:ohmygoditwasagirl?,Hesmiledalittle

MTOTI:yeahitwas2girlsand1boy,hisfacechangedimmediately,

"They'vebeenthroughalotwhenaretheygoingtogetabreak,hesaidwipinghiseyes

NTOMBI:Theywillbeokaybaby,Isaidwipinghiseyes

MTOTI:youshouldhaveheardBhutimlondimamakhe,hiscriesweregoingstraightto

anyone'sheart,evennursesstartedcrying,he'ssobrokenhehadtobesedatedinorder

tocalm him down.

MTOTI:andYARAwasworsetheyputhertosleepfirstbecauseshejustwenttoPanic

attack

NTOMBI:maybeyouwerenotsupposedtotellher

MTOTI:shealreadyknew,shehasspecialAncestralgiftsoyoucan'thideanything

from her,andtheysaidshecan'thavemorekidsanymore

NTOMBI:Babyno,thisistoomuch

MTOTI:Theydon'tdeservethis,shedoesn'tdeservethisshehasabeautifulsoulI'm

herebecauseofher

NTOMBI:How?

MTOTI:she'stheonewhorevealedthetruthaboutmeandmywhereabouts.Istill

rememberthatdaylikeitwasyesterday.

ThereIwasherdingCowstothemountainssothatIcangetevensunlightandmaize

mealendofthemonth.

NTOMBI:"Youwerereallyaherdboy?Ithoughtyouwerejustjoking"

MTOTI:Iwas,foryearsIlookedforajobbutdidn'tgetany,soihadtodoanythingto

survivesoherdingcowswastheonlythingavailable.

NTOMBI:wow,sosheknewexactlywhereyouwere?

MTOTI:Ijustsaw2bigblackCarsstoppingnextme,inmymindIwaslikeohhwant

directions,buttheyallcameoutfrom thecars."



Shegreetedme,IwasscaredtoevenshakeherhandthewayshelookedbutIextended

myhandbutshehuggedme,justlikethatlookinglikeahoboshedidn'tmindshejust

diditwithasmile

NTOMBI:Ncooh

MTOTI:yeahandshewaspregnant,shewaswithBhutiMuziandBhutiMlondithey

werestillshockedthattheyfoundme,thatshetookthem straighttomeandmy

Resemblancetomyfather.sincethatdaymylifechangedtheytookmeandmyfriend

becauseIdidn'tevenhadaplacetostay,Iwasstayingwithafriendwewerestruggling

together.

NTOMBI:sowhere'sisyourfriendnow

MTOTI:hestayedwithmehereforawhilebutrightnowhe'sinJohannesburgworking

foraverygoodcompanyasadriver,he'shappy

NTOMBI:wowwhatabeautifulstory

MTOTI:Yaraliterallybroughtthisfamilytogether

Theysaidwhenhemetbhutieverythingchanged

NTOMBI:Inoticedatthedinnerinyourfamilyyouallloveeachother

MTOTI:itscomesnaturally,whenIgothereIwasscaredbutIlaterlearnedhow

importantisfamilyhere,theymakeyoufeelthelove.

NTOMBI:whendidLondaadoptedNgcebo

MTOTI:lastyearNgceboisyara'ssister

NTOMBI:what?

MTOTI:yeahbuttheyhavedifferentfathersofwhichYarajustfoundher'slessthan2

yearsagobutNongcebo'sfatherdiedyearsago

NTOMBI:wow

MTOTI:yeahsongceboisLonda'slittlegirlhedecidedthathe'sgoingtobehislegal

parent,andtrustmewhenIsayshe'shislittlegirl,hetreatsherlikeshe's3,hesaid

smilling

NTOMBI:butshedoesn'tlooklikeasnob



MTOTI:Notatalltheyarelikethatallofthem theydontbehavelikerichbratsnoand

theysorespectfulalso.

NTOMBI:yeahIheardthatyouare"BABA"too

MTOTI:yestheydon'tcalleldersbynamesanditoldyouI'm afatherof319yearolds

NTOMBI:(laughs)nowIrememberIthoughtyouwerejoking#silence"Doyouthinkthey

willgetthroughthis?

MTOTI:theywillIbelieveinthat,theirloveisrarebabyandYaraisStrongbecause

Bhutimlondiisweakwithoutherbuttogethertheyareconcrete.

NTOMBI:I'm sorryforyourlossbaby

MTOTI:thankyou,Ihuggedhisheadplaceditinmychest"I'm gladyouheremamakhe"

NTOMBI:itsokaybaby,Iwouldn'twanttobeanywhereelse

MTOTI:doyouthinkyoucanallowmetobeafathertoOwami?#silence,minuteslater

Hefellasleep

ME:Iwouldn'twantanythingmorethanthatImeanyouthefirstmanwho'sbeeninmy

sonlife,I'veseenhowheenjoysyourcompany,Iwantwaittototellyouinthemorning

thatIagree,ImeanIacceptnevermindIloveyouandIwouldlovemysontohavea

fatherlikeyou,Iperkedhisforehead.

MTOTI:ITSANHONOUR!,IgotstartledbecauseIhadthoughtthathewasasleeplong

ago,Helaughedsohard

NTOMBI:stoplaughingyoualmostgavemeanheartattack

MTOTI:Iloveyoutoo

welcometotheworldto

KHWEZITIARAMKHIZE(girl)

SBANILORENZOMKHIZE(boy)

RIP



NKANYEZITARAMKHIZE

3MONTHLATER

**NDUMISO**

I'm atWoolworth's,I'm heretogetsomegroceriesim sureyouaskingyourself"whatis

NDUMISOdoingatsuchanexpensivestore?"TheanswerisNTOMBIgavemea1000

randfoodvoucherlastweek,itwasmybirthdayshereallyspoiledme,voucherwasjust

acherryontop.

SobecauseIgotoutearlyandit'sFridayIdecidedtocomehereandgetsomethingsor

shouldIsayspoilmyselfbecausethatwhatIplannedtodo.

I'veloadedsomegoodies,Salmon,beefofcoursebeefismyfavouritemeat,icecream

,myfavouritesauces,Chocolatetonameafew.

I'm nowinfrontofWinesI'm thinkingaboutwhichonetobuy,maybeI'vebeenstanding

herefor5minutesIcan'tseem tomakeadecision,eventhouIthinkImustmakeitfast

becausesuddenlyIhavethiscoldfeelinglikethere'ssomeonewhosebeenwatching

MelikeI'm nowpanickingalittleIdecidetotakeawhitewineIextendmyhand,took

thebottle......

"FINALLYSHEMAKESADECISION"saidaboldvoicebehindme,WTF!

"ohwellwinesplashedeverywhere,I'm stillfrozen,Iseetheguyandeveryoneinfront

ofmeistalkingbutIcan'thearthem,I'm stillnumb,I'm likeastatuetheguytouchesme

he'sevenshakingme,Ijumpedupmovingawayfrom him,howdarehetouchmeafter

creepingonmelikethat

I'm nowsurroundedbymanypeople,im sittingonachairothersarecleaningtheBottle

glasses,othersareaskingmeifI'm okayspeciallytheguywhogavemeafright.Ifinally



responded

ME:I'm fine,theygavemeawaterbottle,theguyopeneditformebecausemyhands

werestillshaking

GUY:I'm sosorryIdidn'tmeantoscareyou

ME:it'sfine,IdrankthewaterandIgotupandtookmyhandbag,Ithankedthewater

andIdecidedtoleavethestorewithoutAnythingIjustwantedtobeawayfrom

everything

WhileIwasstillwaitingforataxiIsawtheguythecreepyonecomingmyway,Kanti

whatdoesthisguywantfrom me?

GUY:youdidn'ttakeyourthings

ME:Ileftthem onpurpose(whisper)

GUY:I'm sorryagain,Ibroughtthem foryou,heplacedplasticsinfrontofme

ME:butI....howmuchdoioweyou?

GUY:nothingthisistheleastIcandoaftereverythingthathappened

ME:ohh

GUY:Pleaseaccept,Iwillfeelbetterifyoudo

ME:okthankyou,thentaxiappeared,Ijustgotin,Ididn'tevenhadatimetolookback

totheguy.

**SIHLE**

Thingshaven'tbeengreatforthesecoupleofpastmonthsspeciallyafterwelost

nkanyezithathitthefamilysohard.



ME:heybabeyoubackhowwasyourday?

ZAMA:worseI'm sotired,shesaidtakinghershoesoffandshethrewherselfnextto

me

ME:thatbad?,kissinghercheek

ZAMA:sohecticdoyouthinkNgcebocanModelsomeofmyclothes?

ME:don'tthinksolondawontallowthat

ZAMA:butwhy?

ME:she'sbeenapproachedbylotofpeoplebeforeregardingmodelingtheanswerwas

no,becauselondaThinksthatwilldistractheronherstudies

ZAMA:butmaybeifyouhadawordwithhim

ME:Iwon'tdothatbecauseIalsodon'tthinkit'sagoodidea

ZAMA:what?butI'm desperateherewhichsideareyouon?

ME:nongceboismychildasmuchasshe'sLonda'schildsoI'm onherside,

ZAMA:she'snotachildshe's19she'sanAdult

ME:whateveryouthink,buttousshe'sachildourchildhireanymodelyouwantifyou

needmyhelptellmengceboisofflimit,IgotupandItookmykeys

ZAMA:whatever,andwhereareyougoing?

ME:ohhI'm justgonnapassMlondi'shousesothatIcanseethebabies

ZAMA:ohh

ME:wannacomewithme?

ZAMA:IfIdidn'task,whenwereyougoingtopasstheInvite?

ME;sodoyoumeanIwasjustgoingtowalkoutwithouttellingyouwhereI'm going?

ZAMA:answermyquestionfirst

SIHLE:youknowwhatletmeshutmymouthbecauseyoutryingtostartsomethingout

ofnothing

ZAMA:startsomethinglikewhat?



ME:I'm out

ZAMA:SIHLE!

ME:don'tshoutatmelikethatim notyourchild,sodon'tpissmeoffnx,Iwalkedout

SometimesIdon'tknowwhatzamawants,nextminuteshe'shotnextminutesshe's

coldshe'slikeaCapetownweather

NEXTDAY

**NDUMISO**

TherenothingIhatelikeworkingonaSaturday

ButatleasttodayI'm inthecounter,I'm sofocusonthisthingI'm tapping

ME:"next"Isaiditagain"Next"NothingayboIliftedmyeyesup,ohhtheguyfrom

yesterdayisstandingrightinfrontme,Igavehim afrown

GUY:don'tgivemethatfaceyoujustcalledme"NEXT"butthatnotmyname

ME:(laughing),whyam Ilaughingexactly

GUY:ohwowshecansmile,hesaidflashinghispantydroppersmile

ME:howcanIhelpyou?

GUY:bygettingmynamerightfirstImeanbynotcallingme"Next"

ME:butIdon'tknowyourname

GUY:wannaknowmyname

ME:no



GUY:soyoustickingoncallingme"Next"

ME:youknowIwassayingnextinorderforyoutocometothecounter

GUY:Ohhyouwantedmenexttoyou,hesaidthatwithasmink,ohlordwhatareyou

doingtome

ME:(smilling)stopothercustomer'sarewaiting

GUY:butyousmillingthatahugeimprovementfrom yesterdayifyouknowwhatImean,

peoplemovedtootherparcelcounters

ME:areyoustalkingmeorsomething?

GUY:no,youstartedbycallingmeNextnowyouwanttocallmeastalkerwhydon'tyou

askformyname?

ME:whatisyourname

GUY:I'm LondabutyouCancallme"MYLOVE"

ME:I'llsticktoLonda

LONDA:butwhy

ME:younotmylove

LONDA:Ididn'tsayyouwereminealso,unlessyouwantmetobemylove

ME:(smilling)Whatareyouordering

LONDA:whatareyourecommending

ME:butIdon'tknowwhatyouprefer,hesmiledandsaid

LONDA:IprefersomethingDARKSMOOTHandSWEETlikeyou,hesaidthatbitinghis

lowerlip,"thatbeingsaidNDUMISOI'llhaveChocolatecake"ithinkIjustblushed

ME:howdoyouknowmyname?

LONDA:it'sinyournametag

ME:ohh,yourorderwillbeheresoon

LONDA:Idon'tmindwaiting,andI'm sureyoustillenjoyingmycompany

ME:noIdon't



LONDA:ohhyoudon'twantmehereanymoreI'm hurt,hedramaticallyplacedhishand

inhischest?

ME:NoIdidn'tmeanitlikethat

LONDA:Iforgiveyou,hisfonerangandheanswered

"Heybaby,....what?...waittillyouseewhatI'm gettingyouhere....beagoodgirlandget

yourasshome(laughs)....loveyoutoo",fonhisordercame

ME:yourorderisready,Igaveittohim

LONDA:"ThankyouNDUMISO,byeNDUMISO

ME:bye,justlikethathewalkedout

ThenIsawmysupervisorlihlerushingtowardsme,she'sthebiggestgossiperbythe

way

LIHLE:andthen?

ME:what?

LIHLE:thatguywhojustwalkoutdidyouseehowhothewas,whatdidhewantfrom

you

ME:aybohewasheretobuyhisgirlfriendachocolatecake

LIHLE:what?Howdoyouknowthat?

ME:becauseIheardhim talkingtoher

LIHLE:ohh,sowhydoyoulookdisappointed?

ME:aybowhywouldIbedisappointment?

LIHLE:mmmm,shesaidwalkingaway.

**NGCEBO**

LONDA:babyI'm home

ME:dzadzy,whatdidyougetme



LONDA:yourfavouritelook,heshowedmeachocolatecake

ME:thankyoummm thislooksyummywheredidyoubuyit?(Silence)"Dad"

LONDA:what?

ME:where'syourmindatIjustaskedwheredidyougetthecake

LONDA:ohhtosomebakery

ME:mmm thisisrealygood

LONDA:soyounotgoingtoshare

ME:no

LONDA:........

ME:dadyousodistractedwhatgoingon?,hejustgavemeasmile

LONDA:Imetsomeonetoday,Imeanyesterday

ME:someoneyoumean?

LONDA:Someone'sSpecial

ME:potentialgirlfriend?

LONDA:PotentialPartner

ME:woohyoujustsaidPartnerImeanIknowyouhavegirlfriendsdoesthismeanshe's

different?

LONDA:yesbabyshe's....Idon'tknowhowtodescribeher

ME:Ahhhhhhhhh,alililililili

LONDA:nongcebo!Umsindo(noise)hesaidcoveringhisears

ME:butI'm tryingtobehappyforyouhere,sowhenareyoutakingherout?

LONDA:Idon'tknow

ME:whatdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow?Dadyoudidn'taskherout?

LONDA:no



ME:LORDdidyouatleastaskedhernumbers?

LONDA:Umm...no

ME:dadwhyisthat?

LONDA:Ididn'twanttocomeoutaspushy,Irolledmyeyes

ME:realynow

LONDA:I'llgetoneofmyguysto.....

ME:nonono,youdontwanttocomeoutasastalkernow,youhavetomakeaneffort

youhavetoworkhardandgetthatnumberfrom hersothatshecanseethatyou

seriousabouther

LONDA:mmm Ithinkyouright,hhemissadvices

ME:I'm goodlikethat

LONDA:IthinkImustgetittoday

ME:whynottomorrow

LONDA:TomorrowitsSundayIdon'tthinkshewillbeworking

ME:ohyourightgogether,isshebeautiful?

LONDA:very,letmegoIhavetogetthisnumber,hetookhiskeysandhestarted

walkingtowardsthedoor

ME:"Dad"(shouting)

LONDA:Yes

ME:CanIstartdatingtoo,seethatyoualsofoundyou......,hedidn'tevenletmefinish

LONDA:NoBabywestickingto30years,bye

ME:"butthatsounfair"

LONDA:Iloveyoutoo,justlikethathewasgone,butthisistoomuchwhostartdating

at30years?

Sigh



Plzlikeandshare
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**NDUMISO**

ToworkattheShoppingcentresometimeshasdisadvantages,oppositeourbakeryis

SPURrestaurantI'vebeencravingfortheirribslikecrazy,Ijustgotoffwork,andthe

weatherhasjustchangedallofasudden.

I'm feelingsocoldbutthisismerushingtoSPURIhavetogetthoseribs.im literally

runningbecausetherainjuststartedpouring.

WhenIgotinsidetherestaurantIsatdown,thewaitercametotakemyorder,allofa

suddenIfeltthisheavypresence,Iknowthatsmell,IknewthatIsmelledthatcologne

beforebutIdidn'twanttoturnaroundandSeehisface

WAITER:Mem isthatall?

ME:thatwillbeallthankyou,hepulledachairandsatdownnexttome

WAITER:sircanIalsotakeyourorder?

LONDA:yesIwillhavewhatUsainBolthereishaving,hesaidsmilling

ME:areyoucallingmeUsainBolt?

LONDA:afterthatrunyougotinwithhere,IswearUsainBoltgotnothingonyou

ME:(smilling)Iseeyoustalkingme

LONDA:isthatabadthing?

ME:yes

LONDA:ouchIthoughtIwastheHandsomestalker

ME:whosaidyouhandsome



LONDA:Mymom wasshelying?

ME:yes

LONDA:ouchyoucan'ttalklikethataboutyourmotherinlaw,hesaidthatwithasmink,

he'smakingmeblushandIdon'tlikeit

ME:itbecauseyouhersonofcourseshewouldlie

LONDA:ohhyouagreethatmymom isyourmotherinlaw

ME:Ididn'tsaythat

LONDA:"butyoudidn'tdenyit",igavehim astare"okokletleaveitlikethat",ourorders

cameItookouta200notetopaythebillbutlondapaidwithhiscardforbothofusand

wewalkedout

LONDA:"Wheredoyoulive?

ME:"Mlazi"

LONDA:OkI'm takingyou,seetherainissoheavynow

ME:thankyoubutIwilltakeataxi

LONDA:I'm takingyousolet'sgo,hetookmyhandandwerushedtoHiscar,thecar

wassobigandbeautifulIdon'tevenknowwhatiscalled,heopenedmymysideofthe

doorIrushedInasherantohisside

LONDA:Durbanweatherissounpredictable,hesaidstartingthecar

ME:butpeopleloveourweather

LONDA:Isuturnlydon't,thatwhyafterwegetmarriedwemustmovetootherprovinces

ME:..........,decidedtokeepquiet

LONDA:soNgibathumeleniniomalumekaDlamini(sowhenmustIsendmyuncle'sto

thedlamini's?),Iturnedandlookedathim withafrown"NametagNdumisoDlamini

nametag"

ME:ohhIforgotaboutthat

LONDA:so?date?

ME:areyoudumpingyourgirlfriendforme?,helaughed



LONDA:ifthatisthewayofyouaskingmeifIhaveagirlfriendornottheanswerisyes,I

lookedathim morelikeastare,thenerveofthisguy

ME:noiwasn'tsearchingIknewyouhavegirlfriendalreadyyouboughtherchocolate

cakeearlierrememberthat?,helookedatmeandburstedoutlaughing,hetouchedmy

cheekhishandsladiesandgentlemensmelledheavenly

LONDA:yousocute,youthoughtthatwasmygirlfriend(laughs)sorrytodisappointyou

butthatwasmydaughter

ME:youhaveadaughter?,hesmiledandsaid

LONDA:yeahmybabygirl

ME:ncoohhowoldisshe?

LONDA:she's19,youcouldseethelovehehasforhisdaughterwrittenalloverhisface

ME:wow

LONDA:damnIjustreaveledmyage,soyouanykids

ME:(laughing)No

LONDA:"Youhaveakillersmile",inmymindIwaslikenoyouhaveakilleronemr

ME:thankyou,wecarriedtalkingaboutgeneralthingsuntilwereachedmyplace

LONDA:sothisiswhereyoulive

ME:yeahthankyoufortheride

LONDA:aboutthatgirlfriendissuemygirlfrienddoesn'tknowyetthatshe'smygirlfriend

ME:whyisthat?

LONDA:I'm scaredofaskingherout

ME:ohhpleasereally?Youdon'tcomeoutasshyperson

LONDA:soyouthinkIshouldaskherout

ME:thatforyoutodecide

LONDA:okcanIhaveyournumber?

ME:whatfor?



LONDA:thatmetoknowandyoutofindout

ME:aybo

LONDA:Please,Igaveittohim whatdoIhavetolose

LONDA:thankyousomuch

ME:coolnowletmegothanksagain

LONDA:pleasure,hesaidgettingoutranaroundthecarandopenedthedoorforme

ME:youshouldn'thavegottenoutyougonnagetwet

LONDA:I'm tryingtobeagentlemanheremissDlamini

ME:Isee,letmeruninsidethanksagain

LONDA:it'snothingrealy,nowrunUsainBoltbeforeyougetwet

ME:bye,Iraninside

LONDA:byebeautiful,hegotinsidehiscar,asIwasunlockingtheburglarhehootedand

Iwavedandhedroveoff

**NTOMBI**

Past3monthhavebeenaneyeopenertomeorshouldIsayaventureofnewthings.

MymanshowsmeeverysingledaythatImadearightdecisionbygivinghim achance,

what'smakemehappyishappinessinmyson'sfaceinMtotihefoundthebestfather

orshouldIsay"daddy"becausethatwhatwhatheisnow.Idon'tknowwhosemore

spoiledbetweenmeandOwamibutIguessithim becausehenowgetstobespoiledby

everyoneinthemkhizefamily.

TodayI'm goingtocheckonYaraithasbeen3difficultmonthsforherandmlondibut

whatInoticedshe'sstrongtoostrongifisaysomyself,it'sbeen2monthssinceIlast

sawher,wejustbeentalkingonaphoneregularly.



OWAMI:mommylet'sgo

NTOMBI:youdon'tevenknowwherewegoing

OWAMI:daddysaidwegoingtoMalwande's

NTOMBI:bephaphaLowodaddywakho(yourdaddywasforward)

MTOTI:ayboMamakhe

NTOMBI:Iwantedtoleavehim behind

MTOTI:boywanttostaywithme?

OWAMI:IwanttogotoMalwande's

MTOTI:ok,helookedatme"Itried

NTOMBI:(SIGH)oklet'sgo

OWAMI:yeeees,hesaidrunning

NTOMBI:STOPRUNNINGOWAMIMAN

MTOTI:aymommydon'tshoutlikethat

NTOMBI:hedoesn'tlistenthisone

MTOTI:whyareyouangry

NTOMBI:I'm notangry

OWAMI:sorrymommy

NTOMBI:it'sokbabyI'm notangrynowlet'sgotoMalwande's

MTOTI:babyareyouok?

ME:yeahI'm fine,I'm lyingIgotirritatedveryeasilythesedays

MTOTI:Areyousure?,hesaidholdingmywaist

ME:I'm suremylove,heperkedmylips

MTOTI:okseeyoulaterIloveyou

ME:Loveyoutoo,wekissedforthelasttimeanddrivertookustoYara'shouse,Mtoti



insistonthisdriverdrivingus,Icansaywespendmoretimenowonhishouse.

WearrivedatYara'shouseOwamiliterallyraninsideandImetayandaatthedoor

AYANDA:hellomommy

ME:hiayandahowareyou,wehugged,hugginginthisfamilyistheirthing

AYANDA:I'm good,youlookbeautiful

ME:thankyou

AYANDA:youleftbababehind?

ME:yeah

AYANDA:OKI.....thenweinterruptedbyyarashoutingSizwe'sname

YARA:SIZWE!!!!!!

AYANDA:yourletmerunawayhesaidrunningout,Igotin

ME:hello

YARA:"kitchen",sheshouted,Iwalkedintotheirkitchenarea,"youknowSizweisgoing

tobethedeathofmehioe"Shesaidcomingmyway

ME:Hi,whatdidhedo?,wehugged

YARA:hedoesn'teatImeanlikenotatall

ME:butwhy?

YARA:Wejustfoundoutthathe'ssickhegotanemiasohim andfoodareenemies

ME:butheneedtoeatinordertogetbetter

YARA:"tellhim thatoe,letgotodiningroom",wegottothediningareaandthechef

serveduswithdrinks,yestheyhavechefinthishouse,wethankedthechef

ME:wherearethebabies

YARA:upstairswiththeirfatherandSihle



ME:Imissedthem I'm suretheysogrown

YARA:trustmetheysobigfortheirage,andyouhowhaveyoubeenyouglowingMtoti

istreatingyouwellIsee

ME:whatcanIsayhe'ssogoodI'm happyandyounobabyfatnonothingthisisnotfair

tootherwomen

YARA:GoodGene'sgirlfriendwhatcanIsay,shesaidtuckingherhairdramatically,we

bothlaughed

ME:rubitinjustdoit

YARA:(laughing)youstillcomplainingafterallthisglowI'm seeingonyou?girlfriend

areyousureyounotexpecting",Ichokedonmydrink

ME:ohmyGod

YARA:(laughing)askiesIwasjustsaying

ME:pleasedon'tplaylikethat,shewasstilllaughing,butSizweinterruptedus

SIZWE:mom ,Himommy

ME:hellosizwe

YARA:boyyoudidn'teat

SIZWE:I'llgoeatnowmom

YARA:pleasetryboypleaseJamesmadeyourfavourite.

SIZWE:okmatnx,hedissappearedinthekitchen

ME:hereallydoesn'tlookgood

YARA:thisismorethanAnemiantombi,Tobeamkhizeisnoteasytrustmebuthewill

bebetter,that"tobeamkhizeisnoteasy"statementgavemeafrightalittle

ME:sohowareyou

YARA:I'm gettingthereoe,takingeverythingonedayattime

ME:yeahtheysaytimeheals

YARA:I'm justgrateful,ImeanIlostachildandIcan'thavemorechildrenbutNTOMBI



atleastgodblessedmewithchildrenImeanIhavenoreasontosulkorcry,howabout

thosewhoreallywantschildrenbutwillneverbeabletohaveevenone?

ME:eyyouright

YARA:sometimeswefocusonthenegativesideofthingsthatmakesusforgetthe

positivesideandtocountourblessings,seewhatImeantwhenIsaidshe'sstrong

"MAMI",webothturnedfollowingthevoice

YARA:yesbaby

MLONDI:ILOVEYOU,shesmiled

YARA:Iloveyoutoo

MLONDI:helloMangcolosi

ME:hi,afterthathedissappearedIguessheheardeverythingthatyarawassaying,their

loveissurelyrare,Ispendthewholeafternoonwithyaraby7pm Mtoticametofetchus

**YAMKELA**

todaymymotherisvisitingus,I'm soembarrassedTHAMIjustwokeupandleftthis

morningnowis8PM stillhe'snotback

MADLADLA:yamkelawhatgoingonwhereismkhwenyana

ME:hehadbusinesstotakecareoffmom

MADLADLA:tillnowit'slateYAMKELAandit'saweekend

ME:Idon'tknowmom I'm surehe'llbeheresoon

MADLADLA:ayletmegoandsleepgoodnyt

ME:NYTmah,ThamiisreallytestingmypatienceI'm tellingyou,Iwenttomyroom 9

PM thamiwalkedin.



THAMI:whyaren'tyousleeping?

ME:isthatallyougoingtosayafterdisappearingthewholedayonme,embarassing

meinfrontofmymom

THAMI:STOPshouting,whatwrongwithyouit'sjustyourmom notMichelleObamaI

willseehertomorrowIhadalongdaysopleaseIreallyneedpeaceandQuiet

ME:longday?LongdayTHAMIdoingwhatitsweekenditnotlikeyouwereworking

THAMI:goshthiswhyIstayoutofthishouseyoualwaysWhiningnwenwenwejust

givemeabreakjeez,hejusttookhiskeys

ME:wherethehellareyougoing?

THAMI:anywhereawayfrom younx,hewalkedoutslammingthedoor,wowthatallI

managedtosayjustWOW

**Ndumiso**

Doyouknowthatsoundoftherainhittingtheroofwhileyouwarm underblanketsthat

isthegreatfeelingever,thatiswhyIfellasleepearlytodayby7pm Iwasoutbutthen

latermyphonerangwakingmefrom thenicedreams.godwhocallssomeoneby

9;30pm withanunknownnumberIignoredthethatcallitrangagainbutIcutteditoff,

thenIrecievedamessagefrom thenumber

"ndumisoitlondapleasepickup",damniforgotthatIdon'thavehisnumber,phone

rangagain

ME:hey

LONDA:finally

ME:sorryfornotpickingup

LONDA:Itsokay,sorryforcallingthislatewereyouasleepalready?



ME:longtimeago

LONDA:Ulalakanyenezinkukhu

ME:(laughs)youcansaythat,andwhyaren'tyousleeping?

LONDA:becauseImissyou

ME:hhe?

LONDA:IwantedtohearyourvoicebeforeIsleep

ME:okaynowthat.....Iheardsomethingbreakingintheotherroom,Ifroze

LONDA:ndumisoareyoustillthere?

ME:(whispering)yeahI'm stillhere

LONDA:whyareyouwhispering,anothersoundlikeametalbeingthrowndown

ME:Ithinkthere'ssomeoneinthehouseortryingtogetinthehouse

LONDA:WTF!Ndulockyourbedroom door,hesoundedlikehisrunning

ME:itslocked

LONDA:staycalm ok

ME:OK,hehungup,IjustfrozeinmybedlookingstraighttothedoornextthingLight

wentoninthepassage

Plzlikeandshare

[8/9,14:19]+263772440078:INSERT#8

**NDUMISO**

TheysayOptimism isahappinessmagnet.

Ifyoustaypositive,goodthingsandgoodpeoplewillbedrawntoyou.itsbeenaweek

sinceI'vemovedinintoLonda'sapartment.



talkaboutLondahechecksmeeverydaysometime3timesadayyou'llswearhe

doesn'twork,butIenjoyhiscompany,he'sjustabreathoffreshair,hejusthavethat

positiveenergy,hemakesmelaughIforgetaboutanythingandeverythingwhenI'm

withhim.

Enoughaboutlonda,Ntombiisonherwayhere,youshouldhaveheardherscreamingin

thephone,whenItoldheraboutLonda.

ApparentlyI'm onleavethatwhatmymanageratbakerytoldme,I'm on3weeksPaid

leave,IthinkLondaisbehindthis"inconvenienceleave"becauseatfirsthesuggestedi

mustquitandIrefusedthennextdaywhenIgottoworktheygavemeapaidleave,its

funnymymanagerwasevensmillingwhilehewastellingmethat,okmaybethatwas

strangebecauseitwasmyfirsttimeseeinghim smilling.

ImadebreakfastalreadyI'm sureNTOMBIwillbehereinaminutenow.Myphone

ME:(smilling)Goodmorning

LONDA:howisagoodmorningwhenyouhaven'tseenmesinceyesterday?

ME:I'm goodhowareyouLonda,Hechuckled.

LONDA:don'tbecleverwithmeNdumiso

ME:butI'm greetingyou

LONDA:butImissyou

ME:howdidyousleep?

LONDA:IsaidImissyouNdumiso

ME:Imissyoutoo,iheardhim sighinglikehewasholdinghisbreath

LONDA:Youdo?

ME:y..yeah

LONDA:okI'llseeyoulaterenjoyyourdaybbe

ME:thankyouenjoyyourstoo



LONDA:hasNtombiarrivedyet?

ME:nobutshesaidshe'sonherway

LONDA:okifyouneedanythingI'm aphonecallaway

ME:thankyou

LONDA:giveyourselfakissforme

ME:how?

LONDA:youdon'tknowhowtogiveyourselfakiss?

ME:ahh..No

LONDA:IguessI'llhavetodoitmyselfthen.

ME:(blushing)

LONDA:youblushingrightnowthatwhyyouquiet

ME:no,Ithinkntombiishere

LONDA:Ican'twaittoseeyoubeautiful,bye

ME:bye,hehungup,butterfliesinmystomachthisguysvoiceisgoingtobethedeath

ofme.

FinallyntombiarrivedIbuzzedherin.

NTOMBI:GirlfrieeeeeeedohmyGodNdumisolookatthisplace,wuuhI'm sogladtosee

youwehugged

ME:lookatyouwhat'supwiththeglow?Iwon'taskhowareyouclearlyMtotiisdoinga

goodjob

NTOMBI:ifyoumeanwithhisDickhe'sdefinitelydoingthemost,wesettleddowninthe

lounge

ME:what?(laughing)he'sthatgood?

NTOMBI:I'm 3monthpregnant

ME:youwhat?OhmyGodntombicongratulationsohwow,shejustrolledhereyes



NTOMBI:I'm hungryyoupromisedmebreakfastmogirl

ME:youdon'tlookhappy,whatMtotisayaboutthebunintheovenI'm surehe'shappy

NTOMBI:Ihaven'ttoldhim yet

ME:aybowhy?

NTOMBI:Idon'tknownduI'm sooverwhelmedaboutthiswholething.itsseemsas

everythingismovingtoofast

ME:hehasarighttoknowwhatifeverythingismovingsofast,youloveeachother

right?

NTOMBI:ofcoursewedobutwhatifhefeelstrappedor....

ME:ntombistopayboyehhen,shelaughed

NTOMBI:okmaybemyhormonesaremessingwithmyheadimeanhe'ssogoodwith

Owami,soI'm happymysonisgettingafather'sloveinmyheadIfeellikethebabywill

replacehim intoMtotiheartimeanwhatifhedoesn'tcareabouthim anymoreI'm

scaredmysonwouldbeheartbrokenNdu.

ME:mtotiisnotateenagerNTOMBIhe'samanhechosetoberesponsibleforOwami,

babyornotheisandwillstillbehisfatherevenafterthebabybeingborn

NTOMBI:Iguessyouright,Ishouldtellhim tonight

ME:Thatmorelikeitandwhyareyounotworkingtoday?Perksofdatingaboss?,I

servedherbreakfast,shestarteddiggingin.

NTOMBI:there'snewinternsinthebuildingsotheydon'tneedmeatthereceptiontoday

andenoughaboutme,youmem starttalking

ME(Smilling)whatarewetalkingaboutagain,Iaskedsippingonmyjuice

NTOMBI:NDUMISO!

ME:whatdoyouwannaknow

NTOMBI:everythingduh,okwheredidyoumeet?

ME:he'sthewoolworth'screep

NTOMBI:youlying,giiiiiiirlyoudon'tsay



ME:Yepnextdayheshowedupatthebakery

NTOMBI:okokywowImeanIheardallaboutrescuingmissionandmovingin'swhat

what.

Sowhathappeningbetweenthetwoofyou?

ME:nothinghappening

NTOMBI:youlyingrightnow

ME:hetoldmethathelovesme

NTOMBI:clearlyhedoesaccordingtoMtotiyoutheonlythinghetalksaboutlately.so

youhowdoyoufeelabouthim?

ME:umm..hemakesmelaugh,whenI'm withhim I'm freeofwhichissomethingIdidn't

expect,I'm suprisedatmyselftoo

NTOMBI:ahhlookatyougirlfriendandifImustsayyoudolookdifferent,Imeangood

different

ME:butwhatifdeveloptrustissues,insecuritieswhatifIfailtolovehim accordingly?,I

meanIcan'tlieandsayIwasn'thurtwhenIheardaboutYamkelaandThamifirstthing

thatcameintomymindwaslikeohhshe'syoung,I'm old,Imeanithoughtaboutalot,

formywholelifeI'vebeenwithoneguy,hewasmyfirstineverything,myfirstkiss,love,

intimacy,evenheartbreak."

NTOMBI:listenyouseetheexperiencewithThamiandeverythingistheonewhichis

goingtomakeyourrelationshipwiththenextpersonstrong.Ndumisothisisyour

chancetostartafresh,forgetaboutwhatyouweredoingwithThamiorwhathedidto

you,butIwon'ttellyouwhattodobecauseasI'm talkingtoyou,inyourheartyouknow

whattodo

ME:youthinkIdo?



NTOMBI:yesyoudo,justfollowyourheartjustbeyourselfIknowyounaturallyshyand

allthatokay,thatistheoriginalyou

ME:whatifLondagetboredbecauseofthat?

NTOMBI:whatifhe'sintriguedbyyourshynesscoolness?BeyourselfthatallI'm saying

ME:okIguessIneededthistalk,sohowisOwami?

NTOMBI:ohthatonehe'snolongermine,youknowifI'm theonewhosefetchinghim at

thecrechethefirstquestionis"Whereisdaddy?

ME:ouchyounolongerneeded

NTOMBI:clearlyandMtotienjoysthataskmewhenwasthelasttimeIwenttomy

place,Idon'tevenrememberbecauselasttimewewentthereOwamistartedcrying

sayinghewanttogoback,youshouldheardhim hewantedeveryone"daddyto

malwandetoAyandagosh.

ME:soyouhadgoback

NTOMBI:Icalledhim andtoldhim aboutOwami'stantrums,afterfewsecondshewas

thereandthefirstthinghesaidwas"IM HERETOGETOWAMICLEARLYHE'STHEONE

WHOENJOYSTOBEWITHME",shesaidmimickinghisvoice

ME:(laughing)justlikethatyouwereoutnumbered

NTOMBI:IwassoangryIwantedtokillmyself,webothlaughedbutNtombi'sphone

rangdisturbingus,Shefrownedmouthed"Itsmyfather"

ME:(whispering)Speaker

NTOMBI:Sawubonababa(hellofather)

BHENGU:YeboNtombiNtombiunjani(hintombintombihowareyou?),thathowherdad

callsher

NTOMBI:ngiyaphilababangingezwakuwe(I'm wellfatherhowareyou?)

BHENGU:Ayngphililenami,Awungtshelekentombintombiuyamthanda?(tellme

ntombintombidolovehim?),ntombi'seyesitwaslikeshejustsawaghost

NTOMBI:baba?(dad?)

BHENGU:Kufikeincwadievelakamkhizebathibayezaukuphelakwenyangaumbuzo



wamiuthiuyamthandana?(Themkhize'sbroughtthelettertodaytheycomingtopay

Lobolaforyoumonthend.myquestionisdoyoulovetheguy?)

NTOMBI:yebobaba(yesdad)

BHENGU:yenauyakthanda?(doesheloveyou?)

NTOMBI:yebobaba(yesdad)

BHENGU:ilokhokenjeebengfunaukukwazintombintombiusalekahleukhonze

kumzukulu(thatwhatIwantedtoknowntombisayhitomygrandchild)

NTOMBI:ngzokhonzababanaweukhonzekomamalaphoekhaya(Iwilldadsayhito

mom too

BHENGU:shongololo(clanname,hehungup,ntombitearswererunningdownher

cheeks

ME:ahhgirlfriendlililicongratulations

NTOMBI:Kodwaumtotiungenzan(ohmyGodwhatisMtotidoingtome

ME:he'slovingyouthatwhathedoes

NTOMBI:myfathersoundssohappyNdu

ME:heis,nowwipethosetearswehavetocelebrate,yougoingtobeMrsMkhize

NTOMBI:I'm....wow

ME:yesyes,westartedjumpingupanddownlaughingandscreaming

**SIHLE**

ZAMA:bbeyouworkingthewholedaytoday?

ME:yeahmeandMtotigotabusydayaheadofus,puttingtieon

ZAMA:okIwasthinkingaboutinvitingYara,yoursistersandsomeofmyfriendsfor

lunchifthat'sokaywithyou.

ME:I'm coolwiththat,sowhatistheoccasion



ZAMA:nothingfancyjustladiesenjoyinggoodfoodandwineovergoodconversation

ME:soneedanythingfrom me?

ZAMA:nobabeallsortedIjusthavetoordersomefoodanddrinksallwillbesorted

ME:okthatgreatnowIhavetorun,I'llseeyoulater,Iperkedherlips"youlook

geogeousbytheway"

ZAMA:mmm andyoulookhandsomeloverboyoknowgobeforeyoubecomereally

late,Itookmythings

ME:okbyenow

ZAMA:haveagoodday,Iwalkedoutthedoor,atthedoorIrememberedsomething

ME:Zee

ZAMA:heyyouforgotsomething?Sheaskedappearingfrom thekitchen

ME:NobutIforgottotellyouthatMandyisallergicNuts.

ZAMA:ohoky

ME:ohhandyaradoesn'teatPastaorSeafoodbesideFish

ZAMA:thanksbabyyou'vebeenagreathelp,shekissedmeonthecheek

Me:bye

ZAMA:bye

NARRATED

LONDAwalkedinatMKHIZEPROPERTIES(familycompany)greetedthe2internswho

weatthereceptionareawhotheirmouthswerehangingliketheyjustsawaGoldwhen

theirlandedonLonda

LONDA:andnowwhatgoingon?Areyouguysok?(silence)"aybythewayI'm Londa

mkhizeNicetomeetyouladies



INTERN1:I..I'm BuhleZulusir

LONDA:pleasureandyou?,hepointedtheotherone

INTERN2:I'm ZolekaMbilinicetomeetyousir,sheshookLonda'shand

LONDA:Likewise

ZOLEKA:ifyouneedanythingImeananythingsirI'llbehappytohelp

LONDA:I'llkeepthatinmind,letmerunnowladies,heleftthem stilltheireyeswerestill

onhim

ZOLEKA:Mm mm mm damndidyouseethat

BUHLE:hisvoice,hislipssomewomenarelucky

ZOLEKA:whatwoman?thatwasthesingletwin,Imeantheotheroneismarriedbut

LondaissingleifyouknowwhatImean

BUHLE:mmm Iwonderwhatareyouupto

ZOLEKA;nothinglet'sgetbacktowork

BUHLE:mmm he'ssoyummy

ATMLONDIOFFICE

Londapushedthedoorandwalkedin

MLONDI:aybowhathappenedtoknockingwhatifIwashavingofficesexwithmywife

LONDA:Iwasgoingtojoinyou3someislifeafterall

MLONDI:(laughing)udakiwe(youdrunk)

LONDA:(laughing)awuwetwinssharingiscaring

MLONDI:AyyounolongermytwinwhyI'm thelastonetohearthatyounolongera

bachelor?



LONDA:eashsorryaboutthat,IthoughtIwasgoingtohaveatalkwithyoulastSunday

afterthemeetingbutyouknowhowthatwent

MLONDI:aydon'tremindmethat

LONDA:howisMami?

MLONDI:she'sgoodyouknowshe'salwayssmillingevenifthere'ssituation

LONDA:yougotthegoodonebro

MLONDI:Itoldherthatifmaybesomedayshethinksaboutleavingme,I'llgowithher

LONDA:(laughing)youcrazyshamebutIdon'tunderstandwhymustshesuffer

becauseofMkhize'sConsequences

MLONDI:Ihavetogettothebottom ofthisbrobeforeIloseherIcalledbabMzimela

aboutthistheremustbesomethingthisismywifewetalkingabouthere

LONDA:eashyahneh

MLONDI:enoughaboutmetellmeaboutherwhoisshe?,Londasmiledandsaid

LONDA:GamalakheuNdumisoDlamini(hernameisndumisoDlamini)

MLONDI:woohareyoublushing?

LONDA:don'tbesillyI...

MLONDI:ohbrowhatdidshedotoyou?YouloveheryouactuallyloveherdamnIdidn't

thinkIwouldseethisday

LONDA:(smilling)yougaveuptooearlybrother

MLONDI:soMtotibriefedmeaboutbeingabusedandallareyousureit'snotpityyou

genuinelyloveher?

LONDA:Ifellforherbeforeeverythinghappened

MLONDI:sohowdoesshefeelaboutyou

LONDA:aftereverythingshewentthroughIdon'twannarushherItoldherthatiloveher

butIthinksheneedstimetogetherselfback



MLONDI:youdoingallthiswrong,youcomeoutassomeonewhopityher

LONDA:but..

MLONDI:younotherrescuerLonda,Shedidthatthedayshewalkedoutfrom her

marriagethatwasherrescuingherselftheonlythingshewantsfrom yourightnowis

love

LONDA:wowIdidn'tseeitlikethat

MLONDI:Ifyoulovesomeoneyoulovethem astheycome.nowisthetimeman,ifyou

sayshemustgetherselfbackyoumeanshemustgothroughsomethingaloneagain

whileyoubusytellingherthatyouloveher.itlikeyousayingIloveyoubutIloveyou

from afar

LONDA:wowmlondiIrealydon'tknowanythingaboutthesethings

MLONDI:clearly.Soareyoureadytocommits,fuckbuddiesgone?

LONDA:I'm readyIam soready,I'm clean

MLONDI:oksohowdoyouknowthatyouloveher?

LONDA:she'sthefirstthingIthinkaboutwhenIwakeup,Ithinkaboutherallthetime,

youknowshe's100%oppositeofme,she'sShyveryShy,shemakesmefeellikeI'm on

topoftheworldbro

MLONDI:thatitrightthereyouinlove,hegotupandtheybrohugged"I'm happyfor

youtwinny

LONDA:aybobroshehasn'tsaidyesyetbutheyididn'tthinkitwaspossible

MLONDI:whoareyou?

LONDA:LONDA

MLONDI:whoisyourtwin

LONDA:MLONDI

MLONDI:doneifyoucan'tgethertogooutwithyoucallme,shewon'tknowthe

difference

LONDA:uyanyakemanje(youshittingmerightnow



MLONDI:(laughing)wasjustsayingImeanEvenmaGarciacouldn'tresistthischarma

eywaittocallher"Sthandwasami"(mylove)

LONDA:aybowhy?

MLONDI:you'vebeencallingmywifewithallsweetnamesnowit'smyturn(laughing)

LONDA:mxm

MLONDI:sowhenam Iseeingher?

LONDA:soon

MLONDI:soyousayshe'sshythatdangerinbed

LONDA:WTF!

MLONDI:What?I'm serious

LONDA:butIwillnevercrylikeyoudamnyarawaskillingyouthatday

MLONDI:fuckyou

LONDA:(mimickingmlondi)"Yohbaby....no...Haaaah.....Umnandimamimmmmm

goooodshhhiiiiiiit.

MLONDI:getthefuckoutofmyoffice,hesaidgettingupfrom hischairlondaranout

laughing

LONDA:(outsidethedoor)let'sgoandhavelunch

MLONDI:youpaying?

LONDA:noyouhavemoremoneythanme

MLONDI:Youcrazy,hesaidtakinghisthingsandtheywentoutforlunch.

ATSIHLE'SHOUSE

Zama'sfriendsZuzileandCindy,havearrivedtosihle'splacetheywerefollowedby

MandyandAmanda.



ZAMA:guysthankyouallforcominginsuchshortnotice,shesaidhuggingthem all

ZUZILE:Iwouldn'tmissachancetobeinthishouse

CINDY:it'ssobeautiful

ZAMA:thankyouohhmeetmysister'sinlawAmandaandMandy

FRIENDS:nicetomeetyoutoo

ZAMA:andthesearemy2bestfriendsZuzileandcindy

AMANDA:nicetomeetyoutoo

MANDY:YaraisalwayslateShame,Cindychockedonherdrink

CINDY:Yaraisalsocoming?,sheaskedlookingzamastraightintohereyes

ZAMA:ofcourseshe'scoming,Amandaandmandylookedateachother.

Zamadirectedeveryonetothediningareaeveryonelookedstunningthefoodthedrinks

wasperfect.

5minuteslaterYarawalkedinwearingnudestilettos,bluejeansandnudeTshirtshe

wassimpleyetshelookedgorgeousalleyeswereonher

YARA:I'm sosorryI'm late

ZAMA:it'sokwehaven'twaitedthatlong.yarastartedhuggingthem

MANDY:youalwayslatenothingnew

YARA:malwandedidn'twanttobeleftwithMantuliIhadtodrivehertoMah(Zodwa)

house,shereachedZuzileandcindy,shehuggedthem bothandintroducedherself"I'm

yaranicetomeetyou"

CINDY:pleasureI'm cindy

ZUZILE:andI'm zuzilewowIknewyouwerebeautifulofcourseI'veseenyouonsocial

mediabutIdidn'tknowyouweretoomuchinpersonwow

YARA:thankyou,youbeautifultoo

ZAMA:Mmhmmh,nowthatweallhereladiesthefoodisonthetablereadytobeeaten



hopeyouenjoy

CINDY:thatmorelikeitwhatarewehaving

ZAMA:OhhwehavePastaandWehavedifferentkindsofseefood

ZUZILE:mmm soundsscrumptiousanditssmellssogreat

YARA:seefooddoesithavefish?

ZAMA:noits.......

"HELLOLADIES"thatwassihlegreetinglearningbythedoor

THEM :hiiii,zama'seyespoppedout

ZAMA:Babywhatareyoudoingheresoearly

SIHLE:ouchIknowI'm notinvitedIwasjustpassingbutmm theAromaofthefoodsoI

couldn'tpassjustlikethat

MANDY:asyouknowyounotinvitedohhwehavingPastaandSeefood,shesaid

lookingsihlewithastraightface,sihlefrowned

SIHLE:umm...ladiesenjoythefoodandborrowmethisladyherejustforfewseconds

she'llbebacknownowhesaidpullingZamahand

CINDY:it'sokshe'syoursafterall,sihlefakedasmileandwalkedoutwithZamauntil

theyreachedthekitchen

SIHLE:Whatgoingon?

ZAMA:whatdoyoumean

SIHLE:don'tfuckwithmeZamawhydidyouorderthefoodthatIspecificallytoldyou

thatyaradoesn'teat

ZAMA:......

SIHLE:answerme,ordidyouordersomethingforher,Zamashookherhead

SIHLE:WowWhatthehell?WhatisthisZama?



Atthediningroom theyheardthattheywerearguing

YARA:whatgoingon?

CINDY:theyarguingdidwedosomethingwrong?

AMANDA:nodontworry,letmegoandcheckonthem,sherushedtothekitchen,sihle

wasstillshoutingatZama

AMANDA:sihleguysstopthiswhatgoingonnow

SIHLE:yazIcan'tbelieveZamarightnow,youknowItoldherthatYaradoesn'teat

Pastaandseafoodbutsheordereditexactly

AMANDA:wow

ZAMA:I'm sorryIforgot

SIHLE:ohrealy?

AMANDA:sihlestopgoI'llsortthisoutI'llorderfoodforYara

SIHLE:nxhewalkedout

AMANDA;whatisreallyyourproblem withYara?

ZAMA:IhavenothingonherI....

AMANDA:yousaiditrightyouhavenothingonhernowstayinyourlanenx,shewalked

backandZamafollowedherbacktodiningroom.

AMANDA:girlseverythingsortedyarayourfoodwillbeheresoonbecauseZamahere

ForgotaftersihletoldherthatyoudonteatPastaandseefood

MANDY:oww

ZAMA:I'm sorryYararealyIforgot

YARA:it'sokrealy

ZUZILE:IthoughtyouITALIANImeanpastaandItalianpeoplesameWhatsAppgroup

ZAMA:itsshowsthatshe'snotarealItalianImeanshe'shalfafterall,theyallturned



andlookedatZama

**YAMKELA**

It'sbeenaweeksinceThamimovedoutofthehouseIdon'tevenknowwheredoeshe

livenow.

Buthecangotohellaftercomingwiththatcrazyideaofdivorcingmenx.

I'm sureNDUMISOgavehim thatultimatum ifshethinkshecantakemyhusbandaway

from me,shegotanotherthingcoming.

Idon'tknowwhyshecan'tacceptthatThamichoseme.

**NTOMBI**

IknewMtotilovesmebuttheLobolathingcameasaSuprise.im sohappytodayI've

cookedallhisfavouritesI'm waitingforhim,speakofthedevilhejustwalkedin

MTOTI:heybabesmellsgoodinhere

ME:hey

MTOTI:yougood?,Idon'tknowwhathappenedijuststartedsobbing

ME;(NODDING)

MTOTI:mamakheyoucryingwhatwrong?Where'sOwami?

ME:he'ssleeping

MTOTI:Sowhatwrongtalktome,didIdosomethingwrong?

ME:nomyfathercalledme

MTOTI:ohhthere'ssomethingwrongathome?,helookedsoconcerned



ME:(Smilling)nohewastellingmethathereceivedaletterfrom yourfamily

MTOTI:youcryingbecause...waityounowsmillingareyouhappy

ME:I'm happy

MTOTI:soreadytobeMrsMtoti?

ME:Cantwait,hesmashedhislipsonme

MTOTI:thatitthankyouMangcolosi

ME:Ihavetotellyousomethingtoo

MTOTI:okywhatisit?

ME:Umm...I'm PREGNANT,Ifelthisbodytensesup

MTOTI:Y..youmeanyouhaveourbabyinyourtummy?

ME:inmyWombyoumean

MTOTI:wehavingsecondbaby?We...wow,that"secondbaby"statementmademe

emotionalagainhewentdownononekneeandplacedhisheadonmytummy"MKHIZE,

KHABAZELA,GCWABEKAYiHLANDLA,NGUNEZI,MUMBOMHLOPHEOKHANYAMASI

ESISWINI

MTOTI:NgyabongaMangcolosingyabongasthandwaSamiangazinokuthingthini

(thankyouMangcolosithankyoumyloveIdon'tevenknowwhattosay)

ME:Iloveyou

MTOTI:"loveyoutooGodI'm sohappy"heliftedmeupandstartedspinningme

around,hewasscreaming,ohwellIguessthatwentwell

**NDUMISO**

IhadagreatdaywithNtombiImeanshe'snaturallyacrazypersonsothere'snodull

momentwhenyouwithher.

IjustbuzzedLondain,its8pm Ihaven'tseenhim thewholedayisitsafetosayI

missedhim?



hejustwalkedlookingyummyasalways

ME:hey,hedidn'tanswerhejustwalkedstraighttomeandsmashedhislips,atfirstI

didn'tkisshim backbuthiscoldlipswithamixtureapplejuicewerecallingme,ikissed

him back.

Plzlikeandshare

CommentpleaseINSERT#8

**NDUMISO**

TheysayOptimism isahappinessmagnet.

Ifyoustaypositive,goodthingsandgoodpeoplewillbedrawntoyou.itsbeenaweek

sinceI'vemovedinintoLonda'sapartment.

talkaboutLondahechecksmeeverydaysometime3timesadayyou'llswearhe

doesn'twork,butIenjoyhiscompany,he'sjustabreathoffreshair,hejusthavethat

positiveenergy,hemakesmelaughIforgetaboutanythingandeverythingwhenI'm

withhim.

Enoughaboutlonda,Ntombiisonherwayhere,youshouldhaveheardherscreamingin

thephone,whenItoldheraboutLonda.

ApparentlyI'm onleavethatwhatmymanageratbakerytoldme,I'm on3weeksPaid

leave,IthinkLondaisbehindthis"inconvenienceleave"becauseatfirsthesuggestedi

mustquitandIrefusedthennextdaywhenIgottoworktheygavemeapaidleave,its

funnymymanagerwasevensmillingwhilehewastellingmethat,okmaybethatwas

strangebecauseitwasmyfirsttimeseeinghim smilling.

ImadebreakfastalreadyI'm sureNTOMBIwillbehereinaminutenow.Myphone



ME:(smilling)Goodmorning

LONDA:howisagoodmorningwhenyouhaven'tseenmesinceyesterday?

ME:I'm goodhowareyouLonda,Hechuckled.

LONDA:don'tbecleverwithmeNdumiso

ME:butI'm greetingyou

LONDA:butImissyou

ME:howdidyousleep?

LONDA:IsaidImissyouNdumiso

ME:Imissyoutoo,iheardhim sighinglikehewasholdinghisbreath

LONDA:Youdo?

ME:y..yeah

LONDA:okI'llseeyoulaterenjoyyourdaybbe

ME:thankyouenjoyyourstoo

LONDA:hasNtombiarrivedyet?

ME:nobutshesaidshe'sonherway

LONDA:okifyouneedanythingI'm aphonecallaway

ME:thankyou

LONDA:giveyourselfakissforme

ME:how?

LONDA:youdon'tknowhowtogiveyourselfakiss?

ME:ahh..No

LONDA:IguessI'llhavetodoitmyselfthen.

ME:(blushing)

LONDA:youblushingrightnowthatwhyyouquiet



ME:no,Ithinkntombiishere

LONDA:Ican'twaittoseeyoubeautiful,bye

ME:bye,hehungup,butterfliesinmystomachthisguysvoiceisgoingtobethedeath

ofme.

FinallyntombiarrivedIbuzzedherin.

NTOMBI:GirlfrieeeeeeedohmyGodNdumisolookatthisplace,wuuhI'm sogladtosee

youwehugged

ME:lookatyouwhat'supwiththeglow?Iwon'taskhowareyouclearlyMtotiisdoinga

goodjob

NTOMBI:ifyoumeanwithhisDickhe'sdefinitelydoingthemost,wesettleddowninthe

lounge

ME:what?(laughing)he'sthatgood?

NTOMBI:I'm 3monthpregnant

ME:youwhat?OhmyGodntombicongratulationsohwow,shejustrolledhereyes

NTOMBI:I'm hungryyoupromisedmebreakfastmogirl

ME:youdon'tlookhappy,whatMtotisayaboutthebunintheovenI'm surehe'shappy

NTOMBI:Ihaven'ttoldhim yet

ME:aybowhy?

NTOMBI:Idon'tknownduI'm sooverwhelmedaboutthiswholething.itsseemsas

everythingismovingtoofast

ME:hehasarighttoknowwhatifeverythingismovingsofast,youloveeachother

right?

NTOMBI:ofcoursewedobutwhatifhefeelstrappedor....

ME:ntombistopayboyehhen,shelaughed

NTOMBI:okmaybemyhormonesaremessingwithmyheadimeanhe'ssogoodwith

Owami,soI'm happymysonisgettingafather'sloveinmyheadIfeellikethebabywill



replacehim intoMtotiheartimeanwhatifhedoesn'tcareabouthim anymoreI'm

scaredmysonwouldbeheartbrokenNdu.

ME:mtotiisnotateenagerNTOMBIhe'samanhechosetoberesponsibleforOwami,

babyornotheisandwillstillbehisfatherevenafterthebabybeingborn

NTOMBI:Iguessyouright,Ishouldtellhim tonight

ME:Thatmorelikeitandwhyareyounotworkingtoday?Perksofdatingaboss?,I

servedherbreakfast,shestarteddiggingin.

NTOMBI:there'snewinternsinthebuildingsotheydon'tneedmeatthereceptiontoday

andenoughaboutme,youmem starttalking

ME(Smilling)whatarewetalkingaboutagain,Iaskedsippingonmyjuice

NTOMBI:NDUMISO!

ME:whatdoyouwannaknow

NTOMBI:everythingduh,okwheredidyoumeet?

ME:he'sthewoolworth'screep

NTOMBI:youlying,giiiiiiirlyoudon'tsay

ME:Yepnextdayheshowedupatthebakery

NTOMBI:okokywowImeanIheardallaboutrescuingmissionandmovingin'swhat

what.

Sowhathappeningbetweenthetwoofyou?

ME:nothinghappening

NTOMBI:youlyingrightnow

ME:hetoldmethathelovesme

NTOMBI:clearlyhedoesaccordingtoMtotiyoutheonlythinghetalksaboutlately.so

youhowdoyoufeelabouthim?



ME:umm..hemakesmelaugh,whenI'm withhim I'm freeofwhichissomethingIdidn't

expect,I'm suprisedatmyselftoo

NTOMBI:ahhlookatyougirlfriendandifImustsayyoudolookdifferent,Imeangood

different

ME:butwhatifdeveloptrustissues,insecuritieswhatifIfailtolovehim accordingly?,I

meanIcan'tlieandsayIwasn'thurtwhenIheardaboutYamkelaandThamifirstthing

thatcameintomymindwaslikeohhshe'syoung,I'm old,Imeanithoughtaboutalot,

formywholelifeI'vebeenwithoneguy,hewasmyfirstineverything,myfirstkiss,love,

intimacy,evenheartbreak."

NTOMBI:listenyouseetheexperiencewithThamiandeverythingistheonewhichis

goingtomakeyourrelationshipwiththenextpersonstrong.Ndumisothisisyour

chancetostartafresh,forgetaboutwhatyouweredoingwithThamiorwhathedidto

you,butIwon'ttellyouwhattodobecauseasI'm talkingtoyou,inyourheartyouknow

whattodo

ME:youthinkIdo?

NTOMBI:yesyoudo,justfollowyourheartjustbeyourselfIknowyounaturallyshyand

allthatokay,thatistheoriginalyou

ME:whatifLondagetboredbecauseofthat?

NTOMBI:whatifhe'sintriguedbyyourshynesscoolness?BeyourselfthatallI'm saying

ME:okIguessIneededthistalk,sohowisOwami?

NTOMBI:ohthatonehe'snolongermine,youknowifI'm theonewhosefetchinghim at

thecrechethefirstquestionis"Whereisdaddy?

ME:ouchyounolongerneeded

NTOMBI:clearlyandMtotienjoysthataskmewhenwasthelasttimeIwenttomy

place,Idon'tevenrememberbecauselasttimewewentthereOwamistartedcrying

sayinghewanttogoback,youshouldheardhim hewantedeveryone"daddyto

malwandetoAyandagosh.



ME:soyouhadgoback

NTOMBI:Icalledhim andtoldhim aboutOwami'stantrums,afterfewsecondshewas

thereandthefirstthinghesaidwas"IM HERETOGETOWAMICLEARLYHE'STHEONE

WHOENJOYSTOBEWITHME",shesaidmimickinghisvoice

ME:(laughing)justlikethatyouwereoutnumbered

NTOMBI:IwassoangryIwantedtokillmyself,webothlaughedbutNtombi'sphone

rangdisturbingus,Shefrownedmouthed"Itsmyfather"

ME:(whispering)Speaker

NTOMBI:Sawubonababa(hellofather)

BHENGU:YeboNtombiNtombiunjani(hintombintombihowareyou?),thathowherdad

callsher

NTOMBI:ngiyaphilababangingezwakuwe(I'm wellfatherhowareyou?)

BHENGU:Ayngphililenami,Awungtshelekentombintombiuyamthanda?(tellme

ntombintombidolovehim?),ntombi'seyesitwaslikeshejustsawaghost

NTOMBI:baba?(dad?)

BHENGU:Kufikeincwadievelakamkhizebathibayezaukuphelakwenyangaumbuzo

wamiuthiuyamthandana?(Themkhize'sbroughtthelettertodaytheycomingtopay

Lobolaforyoumonthend.myquestionisdoyoulovetheguy?)

NTOMBI:yebobaba(yesdad)

BHENGU:yenauyakthanda?(doesheloveyou?)

NTOMBI:yebobaba(yesdad)

BHENGU:ilokhokenjeebengfunaukukwazintombintombiusalekahleukhonze

kumzukulu(thatwhatIwantedtoknowntombisayhitomygrandchild)

NTOMBI:ngzokhonzababanaweukhonzekomamalaphoekhaya(Iwilldadsayhito

mom too

BHENGU:shongololo(clanname,hehungup,ntombitearswererunningdownher

cheeks

ME:ahhgirlfriendlililicongratulations



NTOMBI:Kodwaumtotiungenzan(ohmyGodwhatisMtotidoingtome

ME:he'slovingyouthatwhathedoes

NTOMBI:myfathersoundssohappyNdu

ME:heis,nowwipethosetearswehavetocelebrate,yougoingtobeMrsMkhize

NTOMBI:I'm....wow

ME:yesyes,westartedjumpingupanddownlaughingandscreaming

**SIHLE**

ZAMA:bbeyouworkingthewholedaytoday?

ME:yeahmeandMtotigotabusydayaheadofus,puttingtieon

ZAMA:okIwasthinkingaboutinvitingYara,yoursistersandsomeofmyfriendsfor

lunchifthat'sokaywithyou.

ME:I'm coolwiththat,sowhatistheoccasion

ZAMA:nothingfancyjustladiesenjoyinggoodfoodandwineovergoodconversation

ME:soneedanythingfrom me?

ZAMA:nobabeallsortedIjusthavetoordersomefoodanddrinksallwillbesorted

ME:okthatgreatnowIhavetorun,I'llseeyoulater,Iperkedherlips"youlook

geogeousbytheway"

ZAMA:mmm andyoulookhandsomeloverboyoknowgobeforeyoubecomereally

late,Itookmythings

ME:okbyenow

ZAMA:haveagoodday,Iwalkedoutthedoor,atthedoorIrememberedsomething

ME:Zee

ZAMA:heyyouforgotsomething?Sheaskedappearingfrom thekitchen



ME:NobutIforgottotellyouthatMandyisallergicNuts.

ZAMA:ohoky

ME:ohhandyaradoesn'teatPastaorSeafoodbesideFish

ZAMA:thanksbabyyou'vebeenagreathelp,shekissedmeonthecheek

Me:bye

ZAMA:bye

NARRATED

LONDAwalkedinatMKHIZEPROPERTIES(familycompany)greetedthe2internswho

weatthereceptionareawhotheirmouthswerehangingliketheyjustsawaGoldwhen

theirlandedonLonda

LONDA:andnowwhatgoingon?Areyouguysok?(silence)"aybythewayI'm Londa

mkhizeNicetomeetyouladies

INTERN1:I..I'm BuhleZulusir

LONDA:pleasureandyou?,hepointedtheotherone

INTERN2:I'm ZolekaMbilinicetomeetyousir,sheshookLonda'shand

LONDA:Likewise

ZOLEKA:ifyouneedanythingImeananythingsirI'llbehappytohelp

LONDA:I'llkeepthatinmind,letmerunnowladies,heleftthem stilltheireyeswerestill

onhim

ZOLEKA:Mm mm mm damndidyouseethat

BUHLE:hisvoice,hislipssomewomenarelucky

ZOLEKA:whatwoman?thatwasthesingletwin,Imeantheotheroneismarriedbut

LondaissingleifyouknowwhatImean



BUHLE:mmm Iwonderwhatareyouupto

ZOLEKA;nothinglet'sgetbacktowork

BUHLE:mmm he'ssoyummy

ATMLONDIOFFICE

Londapushedthedoorandwalkedin

MLONDI:aybowhathappenedtoknockingwhatifIwashavingofficesexwithmywife

LONDA:Iwasgoingtojoinyou3someislifeafterall

MLONDI:(laughing)udakiwe(youdrunk)

LONDA:(laughing)awuwetwinssharingiscaring

MLONDI:AyyounolongermytwinwhyI'm thelastonetohearthatyounolongera

bachelor?

LONDA:eashsorryaboutthat,IthoughtIwasgoingtohaveatalkwithyoulastSunday

afterthemeetingbutyouknowhowthatwent

MLONDI:aydon'tremindmethat

LONDA:howisMami?

MLONDI:she'sgoodyouknowshe'salwayssmillingevenifthere'ssituation

LONDA:yougotthegoodonebro

MLONDI:Itoldherthatifmaybesomedayshethinksaboutleavingme,I'llgowithher

LONDA:(laughing)youcrazyshamebutIdon'tunderstandwhymustshesuffer

becauseofMkhize'sConsequences

MLONDI:Ihavetogettothebottom ofthisbrobeforeIloseherIcalledbabMzimela

aboutthistheremustbesomethingthisismywifewetalkingabouthere

LONDA:eashyahneh



MLONDI:enoughaboutmetellmeaboutherwhoisshe?,Londasmiledandsaid

LONDA:GamalakheuNdumisoDlamini(hernameisndumisoDlamini)

MLONDI:woohareyoublushing?

LONDA:don'tbesillyI...

MLONDI:ohbrowhatdidshedotoyou?YouloveheryouactuallyloveherdamnIdidn't

thinkIwouldseethisday

LONDA:(smilling)yougaveuptooearlybrother

MLONDI:soMtotibriefedmeaboutbeingabusedandallareyousureit'snotpityyou

genuinelyloveher?

LONDA:Ifellforherbeforeeverythinghappened

MLONDI:sohowdoesshefeelaboutyou

LONDA:aftereverythingshewentthroughIdon'twannarushherItoldherthatiloveher

butIthinksheneedstimetogetherselfback

MLONDI:youdoingallthiswrong,youcomeoutassomeonewhopityher

LONDA:but..

MLONDI:younotherrescuerLonda,Shedidthatthedayshewalkedoutfrom her

marriagethatwasherrescuingherselftheonlythingshewantsfrom yourightnowis

love

LONDA:wowIdidn'tseeitlikethat

MLONDI:Ifyoulovesomeoneyoulovethem astheycome.nowisthetimeman,ifyou

sayshemustgetherselfbackyoumeanshemustgothroughsomethingaloneagain

whileyoubusytellingherthatyouloveher.itlikeyousayingIloveyoubutIloveyou

from afar

LONDA:wowmlondiIrealydon'tknowanythingaboutthesethings

MLONDI:clearly.Soareyoureadytocommits,fuckbuddiesgone?

LONDA:I'm readyIam soready,I'm clean



MLONDI:oksohowdoyouknowthatyouloveher?

LONDA:she'sthefirstthingIthinkaboutwhenIwakeup,Ithinkaboutherallthetime,

youknowshe's100%oppositeofme,she'sShyveryShy,shemakesmefeellikeI'm on

topoftheworldbro

MLONDI:thatitrightthereyouinlove,hegotupandtheybrohugged"I'm happyfor

youtwinny

LONDA:aybobroshehasn'tsaidyesyetbutheyididn'tthinkitwaspossible

MLONDI:whoareyou?

LONDA:LONDA

MLONDI:whoisyourtwin

LONDA:MLONDI

MLONDI:doneifyoucan'tgethertogooutwithyoucallme,shewon'tknowthe

difference

LONDA:uyanyakemanje(youshittingmerightnow

MLONDI:(laughing)wasjustsayingImeanEvenmaGarciacouldn'tresistthischarma

eywaittocallher"Sthandwasami"(mylove)

LONDA:aybowhy?

MLONDI:you'vebeencallingmywifewithallsweetnamesnowit'smyturn(laughing)

LONDA:mxm

MLONDI:sowhenam Iseeingher?

LONDA:soon

MLONDI:soyousayshe'sshythatdangerinbed

LONDA:WTF!

MLONDI:What?I'm serious

LONDA:butIwillnevercrylikeyoudamnyarawaskillingyouthatday

MLONDI:fuckyou



LONDA:(mimickingmlondi)"Yohbaby....no...Haaaah.....Umnandimamimmmmm

goooodshhhiiiiiiit.

MLONDI:getthefuckoutofmyoffice,hesaidgettingupfrom hischairlondaranout

laughing

LONDA:(outsidethedoor)let'sgoandhavelunch

MLONDI:youpaying?

LONDA:noyouhavemoremoneythanme

MLONDI:Youcrazy,hesaidtakinghisthingsandtheywentoutforlunch.

ATSIHLE'SHOUSE

Zama'sfriendsZuzileandCindy,havearrivedtosihle'splacetheywerefollowedby

MandyandAmanda.

ZAMA:guysthankyouallforcominginsuchshortnotice,shesaidhuggingthem all

ZUZILE:Iwouldn'tmissachancetobeinthishouse

CINDY:it'ssobeautiful

ZAMA:thankyouohhmeetmysister'sinlawAmandaandMandy

FRIENDS:nicetomeetyoutoo

ZAMA:andthesearemy2bestfriendsZuzileandcindy

AMANDA:nicetomeetyoutoo

MANDY:YaraisalwayslateShame,Cindychockedonherdrink

CINDY:Yaraisalsocoming?,sheaskedlookingzamastraightintohereyes

ZAMA:ofcourseshe'scoming,Amandaandmandylookedateachother.

Zamadirectedeveryonetothediningareaeveryonelookedstunningthefoodthedrinks

wasperfect.



5minuteslaterYarawalkedinwearingnudestilettos,bluejeansandnudeTshirtshe

wassimpleyetshelookedgorgeousalleyeswereonher

YARA:I'm sosorryI'm late

ZAMA:it'sokwehaven'twaitedthatlong.yarastartedhuggingthem

MANDY:youalwayslatenothingnew

YARA:malwandedidn'twanttobeleftwithMantuliIhadtodrivehertoMah(Zodwa)

house,shereachedZuzileandcindy,shehuggedthem bothandintroducedherself"I'm

yaranicetomeetyou"

CINDY:pleasureI'm cindy

ZUZILE:andI'm zuzilewowIknewyouwerebeautifulofcourseI'veseenyouonsocial

mediabutIdidn'tknowyouweretoomuchinpersonwow

YARA:thankyou,youbeautifultoo

ZAMA:Mmhmmh,nowthatweallhereladiesthefoodisonthetablereadytobeeaten

hopeyouenjoy

CINDY:thatmorelikeitwhatarewehaving

ZAMA:OhhwehavePastaandWehavedifferentkindsofseefood

ZUZILE:mmm soundsscrumptiousanditssmellssogreat

YARA:seefooddoesithavefish?

ZAMA:noits.......

"HELLOLADIES"thatwassihlegreetinglearningbythedoor

THEM :hiiii,zama'seyespoppedout

ZAMA:Babywhatareyoudoingheresoearly

SIHLE:ouchIknowI'm notinvitedIwasjustpassingbutmm theAromaofthefoodsoI

couldn'tpassjustlikethat



MANDY:asyouknowyounotinvitedohhwehavingPastaandSeefood,shesaid

lookingsihlewithastraightface,sihlefrowned

SIHLE:umm...ladiesenjoythefoodandborrowmethisladyherejustforfewseconds

she'llbebacknownowhesaidpullingZamahand

CINDY:it'sokshe'syoursafterall,sihlefakedasmileandwalkedoutwithZamauntil

theyreachedthekitchen

SIHLE:Whatgoingon?

ZAMA:whatdoyoumean

SIHLE:don'tfuckwithmeZamawhydidyouorderthefoodthatIspecificallytoldyou

thatyaradoesn'teat

ZAMA:......

SIHLE:answerme,ordidyouordersomethingforher,Zamashookherhead

SIHLE:WowWhatthehell?WhatisthisZama?

Atthediningroom theyheardthattheywerearguing

YARA:whatgoingon?

CINDY:theyarguingdidwedosomethingwrong?

AMANDA:nodontworry,letmegoandcheckonthem,sherushedtothekitchen,sihle

wasstillshoutingatZama

AMANDA:sihleguysstopthiswhatgoingonnow

SIHLE:yazIcan'tbelieveZamarightnow,youknowItoldherthatYaradoesn'teat

Pastaandseafoodbutsheordereditexactly

AMANDA:wow

ZAMA:I'm sorryIforgot

SIHLE:ohrealy?



AMANDA:sihlestopgoI'llsortthisoutI'llorderfoodforYara

SIHLE:nxhewalkedout

AMANDA;whatisreallyyourproblem withYara?

ZAMA:IhavenothingonherI....

AMANDA:yousaiditrightyouhavenothingonhernowstayinyourlanenx,shewalked

backandZamafollowedherbacktodiningroom.

AMANDA:girlseverythingsortedyarayourfoodwillbeheresoonbecauseZamahere

ForgotaftersihletoldherthatyoudonteatPastaandseefood

MANDY:oww

ZAMA:I'm sorryYararealyIforgot

YARA:it'sokrealy

ZUZILE:IthoughtyouITALIANImeanpastaandItalianpeoplesameWhatsAppgroup

ZAMA:itsshowsthatshe'snotarealItalianImeanshe'shalfafterall,theyallturned

andlookedatZama

**YAMKELA**

It'sbeenaweeksinceThamimovedoutofthehouseIdon'tevenknowwheredoeshe

livenow.

Buthecangotohellaftercomingwiththatcrazyideaofdivorcingmenx.

I'm sureNDUMISOgavehim thatultimatum ifshethinkshecantakemyhusbandaway

from me,shegotanotherthingcoming.

Idon'tknowwhyshecan'tacceptthatThamichoseme.

**NTOMBI**



IknewMtotilovesmebuttheLobolathingcameasaSuprise.im sohappytodayI've

cookedallhisfavouritesI'm waitingforhim,speakofthedevilhejustwalkedin

MTOTI:heybabesmellsgoodinhere

ME:hey

MTOTI:yougood?,Idon'tknowwhathappenedijuststartedsobbing

ME;(NODDING)

MTOTI:mamakheyoucryingwhatwrong?Where'sOwami?

ME:he'ssleeping

MTOTI:Sowhatwrongtalktome,didIdosomethingwrong?

ME:nomyfathercalledme

MTOTI:ohhthere'ssomethingwrongathome?,helookedsoconcerned

ME:(Smilling)nohewastellingmethathereceivedaletterfrom yourfamily

MTOTI:youcryingbecause...waityounowsmillingareyouhappy

ME:I'm happy

MTOTI:soreadytobeMrsMtoti?

ME:Cantwait,hesmashedhislipsonme

MTOTI:thatitthankyouMangcolosi

ME:Ihavetotellyousomethingtoo

MTOTI:okywhatisit?

ME:Umm...I'm PREGNANT,Ifelthisbodytensesup

MTOTI:Y..youmeanyouhaveourbabyinyourtummy?

ME:inmyWombyoumean



MTOTI:wehavingsecondbaby?We...wow,that"secondbaby"statementmademe

emotionalagainhewentdownononekneeandplacedhisheadonmytummy"MKHIZE,

KHABAZELA,GCWABEKAYiHLANDLA,NGUNEZI,MUMBOMHLOPHEOKHANYAMASI

ESISWINI

MTOTI:NgyabongaMangcolosingyabongasthandwaSamiangazinokuthingthini

(thankyouMangcolosithankyoumyloveIdon'tevenknowwhattosay)

ME:Iloveyou

MTOTI:"loveyoutooGodI'm sohappy"heliftedmeupandstartedspinningme

around,hewasscreaming,ohwellIguessthatwentwell

**NDUMISO**

IhadagreatdaywithNtombiImeanshe'snaturallyacrazypersonsothere'snodull

momentwhenyouwithher.

IjustbuzzedLondain,its8pm Ihaven'tseenhim thewholedayisitsafetosayI

missedhim?

hejustwalkedlookingyummyasalways

ME:hey,hedidn'tanswerhejustwalkedstraighttomeandsmashedhislips,atfirstI

didn'tkisshim backbuthiscoldlipswithamixtureapplejuicewerecallingme,ikissed

him back.

Plzlikeandshare

Commentplease
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LondadrovelikeamaniacrushingtoUmlazi,whenhearrivedtherewerepolice

everywhereinNdumiso'syard,hesprungoutofhiscarashestartedshouting

Ndumiso'sname

LONDA:ndumiso,ndumisoooo,ndumisoheardLonda'svoiceoutside

COP:heyheywhoareyoudon'tyouseethisiscrimescene?

LONDA:crimescenewhathappened,heaskedpushingcopsasidewantingtoget

insidethehouse"whereNDUMISO?NDUMISO!

COP:she'sinsideI'm sureshe'sstillgivingherStatement,butNdumisoappearedranto

herandpulledherforahug.

LONDA:youokay?Iwassoworried

NDUMISO:I'm okthankyouforcoming

LONDA:younothurtanywhere?ImeanI.....

NDUMISO:noLondaI'm okrealy,Londa'sarmswerestillaroundNDUMISO

LONDA:whocalledthecops?

NDUMISO:oneoftheneighboursapparentlyshe....

COP:westillneedyourstatement....

NDUMISO:whatstatementHowmanytimeshaveyoubeenherebecauseofoneperson

whattheuse?Becauseyoudon'tarresthim evenifyoudointhemorninghewillbehere

COP:Mem it'saprocedureyou....

LONDA:proceduremyfootwhereisthepersonwhobrokeinhere

COP:whenwegotherehefreedthescenewithhiscarwecouldn't....

LONDA:justsaveit,youbetterfindthatsuckerfastbecauseifIfoundhim first....

COP:whothehellareyouthreateningapolice

LONDA:goggleme,Bbegoandwaitinthecarandyougettingcold,heescorted



Ndumisotothecar,openedairconandclosedthedoorandgotbacktothecopsthen

henoticedthefamiliarcop

LONDA:zondoyouherewhatrealygoingon

ZONDO:Skhulu(boss)whatareyoudoinghere?isthishouseyourmadam'shouse

LONDA:zondoanswermefirst

ZONDO:eyskhuluIdon'tknowanythingaboutthiscaseIheartheguyshavebeen

comingherealotforthepast2years

LONDA:what?didyousay2yearswow,getmeallinformationaboutthemorongetin

touchwithmeinthemorning

ZONDO:I'm onitskhulu

LONDA:goodohhalsogetmesomeonetolookoutforthehouseI'llseeyoutomorrow

ZONDO:noted,Londaleftzondorunningtohiscarbecauserainwasnotslowing

down.londastartedthecarwhileNdumisowaslookingoutsidethewindowsobbing

quietly.

Londaheldherwhilehewasdrivingwithanotherone

LONDA:Ndumisoit'soknowokyousafenowandIwillmakesurethatmonsternever

comesnearyouagain,ok?Shejustnodded

NDUMISO:I'm scared,I'm scaredthathewillcomeafteryouandhurtyoubecauseof

me

LONDA:lookatmebbe,letmeworryyoudon'tworryaboutI'm bigaguy.

NDUMISO:youdontknowhim He'sverydangerous

LONDA:Icanbedangeroustoo,hesaidthattryingtomakeAscaryfacethatcaused

ndumisotosmilebecauselondaendedlookingsocute

NDUMISO:"LondaI'm serioushere"

LONDA:mmm thewayyousaymynameImean"Mylove"cansoundmorebetterbut



becauseyousaymynamesonicewecansticktoit....fornowandI'm serioustoo

NDUMISO:(smilling)ayIgiveup

LONDA:youcangiveuponmebutIwontgiveouponyou,lookatyou,yousmilling,ndu

Idon'twantyouseeyoucrybecauseofsucker,from nowthetearsIwannaseeare

happytearsmaybewhenwehavingsex,Ndumisochockedonherspitgivinglondaa

stare

LONDA:eashsorryIguessittoosoon

NDUMISO:(laughing)jesuswow

LONDA:IlovethewayyoulaughnotonlydoyouhaveMan'snamebutyoulaughlike

onetoo,ndumisocouldn'tholdherselfanymore,sheburstedoutlaughing,Londawas

smillingbecausehedidn'tlikeseeinghersadso,hewashappyseingherlaughing,she

evenhadtearsbecauseoflaughing.

NDUMISO:(laughing)ohmyGodwherehaveyoubeenallmylife,sheplacedherhand

onhermouthfastaftersayingstatement,hermindcolledwithhermouth

LONDA:(smiling)sorryItooksolongbabybutnI'm here,hesaidthatwithasmink

NDUMISO:I'm sorryid....londaplacedhishandonNdumiso'smouth

LONDA:sshhhIdon'twanttohearanythingmore,whatyoujustsaidisperfect,Ifeelthe

sameIdon'twherehaveyoubeenallmylifetoo

NDUMISO:"youknowIdidn'tmeanitlikethatright?

Londajustignoredher,insteadhejuststartedsingingasong"NGAYBUKA

NGAYTHANDAKANTIVELEINOTHANDOLWAMI",Asmilereachedherlipsbeforeshe

canstopit,Shelookedawayimmediately,Londasawit,hesmiledtooandfocusedon

theroad.

NEXTDAY

**NDUMISO**



myeyesareonlyhalfopen,butIknowthisain’tmyhouse,Iscantheroom andnowi

rememberwhereIam,butwaitthisisnotwhereIwas,thisisthebedroom,Igetupvery

fast,inmymindI'm likeGodpleasedon'ttellme....Ndumisowhatdidyoudo?

whatIrememberisussittinginacouchwhileIwastellinghim everythingaboutTHAMI

Imeaneverything,IguessIfellasleepafterthatbecauseIdon'trememberhowdidIgot

here

LONDA:"Morning"hesaysthatwithastraightfacegettinginsidetheroom ,lookslike

he'scomingsomewherehe'slookingfreshinanavyAdidastracksuitsandwhite

sneakersokmaybefreshislikesoeasyImeanthisguylookslikecrazyhellhot

Damn."Ndumisoooo"Ijumpedalittle"areyouok?I'vebeencallingyournameforthe

past2minutes"

ME:ohhsorryI'm goodhowareyou?,GodIwasdrooling

LONDA:I'm good,howdidyousleep?,mm howdidIsleepbecauseIdon'tremember.

ME:goodIguessthanks

LONDA:I'm sureyoudon'trememberIgaveyousleepingpillremember?,nowit'sall

makessenseIdoremembersleepingpill

ME:ohhyeahnowIrememberIsayshiftinguncomfortable,IrealizedthatI'm wearing

myunderwearandhistshirtonlyhemusthavehelpedme.Ohhnowhatifwe....nonono.

LONDA:Ndumiso

ME:yeah

LONDA:wedidn'tdoanythingstoppanickingifwedidsomethingtrustmeyouwould've

knowntheminuteyougotup,youwereoutofitIdidhelpyoutoundressbutIwouldn't

takeadvantageofyoulikethat

ME:ohh

LONDA:yeahsorelax,Inoticehe'snothisbubblyselfthismorning

ME:wheredoyoucomefrom?Imeanyoulooklikeyoujustgotin

LONDA:ohhIhadtorushhomeIdidn'twanttonongcebotoseethatshesleptalone,

ohhyeswenotinhishousebutinhisapartmentnearthebeach,apparentlyhishouseis



atZimbaliandIwon'tstartaboutthebeautyofthisapartment,topbillingstyle

ME:youleftheralone?

LONDA:there'ssecurityshewassafebutIknewshewouldpanickifshedoesn'tfind

meinmyroom inthemorning

ME:ohhwhattimeisit?

LONDA:almost9am

ME:what?WowIdidn'tknowitwasthislate

LONDA:theweatherisverybadoutside,I'veorderedbreakfastforyouitwillbehereany

minuteandifyouwanttotakeashoweryourclothesarehereinthenextroom that

wheretheclosetis,asyoucanseeIdon'thaveonehere

ME:thankyousomuch,hedidtellmeyesterdaythatmyclotheswillbehereinthe

morning.

LONDA:coolI'llbeinaloungeifyouneedme,hesaidgettingupandwalkingout

ME:"OK"Ididsaythathe'sverybroodyorangryordownIdon'tknowbuthe'ssocold,

anywayImadethebedandwenttonextroom indeedmythingswerealltherefolded

andhangedbeautifully.

Itookashower,aftershoweringIworemysimplenavyjeans,blackhoodyandsleepers.

Ifoundhim gluedinhisphone

LONDA:ohyoudoneyourbreakfastishere,Isatdown"aybocomeandsitwithme"I

wenttositnexttohim,hegavemethefood

ME:thankyou

LONDA:yousmellverynice

ME:"Youtoo",ohlordthatjustshootoutstraightfrom mymindtomymouth"I...i

meanthankyou",hechuckled,thatthefirsttoday.

IatethefoodinsilencesometimesIwouldcatchhim stareingmethatmademelittle

uncomfortablebutIkeptstraightfaceuntilIfinishedmyfood.



AfterfinishingItooktheplatetothekitchen,somethingcaughtmyattentionitwasthe

seaview,theoceanlookedsobeautifulandtherainhittingthetreestheviewwas

spectacularIendeddroolingoverit.

"Itbeautifulisn't?,heaskedlearningbythekitchendoor.

ME:isit,itsbeyondbeautiful

LONDA:comeitcoldinhereandweneedtotalk,hepulledmebymyhandwewalked

backtothelounge,wesatdownandheswitchedTVoff.

ME:iseverythingok?

LONDA:no,youknowNdumisothatdayIsawyouinwoolworth'ssomethingstrikedme

Ithinkthatthatthingwaslove,im takenbyyou,IwanttobewithyoubutIknowinthis

situationyouinitwouldseem asifI'm takingadvantageofyouofwhichthatisthelast

thingonmymind.

Iknowit'shardforyoutotrustmeoranymaninthatmatterbutNDUMISOthisisme

infrontofyoutellingyouthatIloveyoubutwaitIdon'twantustofocusonthatright

nowIjustwantedtoletyouknow.

youtoknowijustcan'tbelieveyouwentthroughsomuchandlosteverythingincluding

yourselfbutyoustillherestanding,youknowI'm proudofyouthatyoustoodupfor

yourselfandgottothatshem ofamarriage

ME:Ihadtooitwastoomuchforme

LONDA:youstrongerthanyouthink,Ican'tbegintoimaginewhatyouwentthrough

especiallyalonewithnoonetostandbyyou.

ME:yeahthingswentfrom badtoworsewhenIlostANDILE

LONDA:damnsomepeoplearesick,heheldmyhands"lookndufrom nowonwe

gettingyouanewlifefreshstartI'm sureyoudon'twantthatoldlifeback

ME:definitelynot

LONDA:Iwanttohelpyoutodothat,I'm notdoingthisbecauseIseeyouascharity

caseorsomethingbutI'm doingthisbecauseIwantto,letputasidethatIloveyoufor

now.WhetherwepursuearelationshipornotI'm stillgoingtohelpfirstlybykeeping

yousafefrom thatmoronsecondlybygettingyouarightjobinyourprofession,Imean



realyaDermatologistinabakerythatinsanethisguythinkshe'sGodorsomethingnx.

ME:(smilling)Ifeltlikehewasanangelfrom God,he'sheretosavemefrom thislifeof

livinginhellbecauseofTHAMI

LONDA:wantmetotellyouaboutmyparentsstory?

ME:yeah

LONDA:mydadfoundmymotherInasideoftheroadhungry,smellyshehadnothing

mydadaskedhertogetinthecarmymom refusedmydadforcedherinsmellinglike

thatmydadsawgoodinher,hewantedtohelpandhesawawifeinher,onethingmy

dadtaughtmeisthathelpwhereeveryoucan,Idon'twannalieIgrewupgetting

everythingbutIwasneverarrogantbecausemyparentsneverspoiledmetheytaught

meeverythingaboutlifegoodorbad

ME:soundlikegreatparentsIwishthereweremine

LONDA:(smilling)don'tworryI'm willingtosharethem withyou

ME:(smilling)

LONDA:IknowI'm notgoodwithwordsbutwhatI'm tryingtosaysituationdoesn't

defineaperson,sowhatdoyousaymadlaminidoyouacceptmyhelp

ME:definitelyIdon'tknowwhattosaybesidesayingthankyouIfeellikeyougodsend

LONDA:itsnothingIdon'tknowwhaticandoifaguydowhatthatsuckerdidtoyouto

mysister'sortomydaughter,IswearIwouldjustkilltheMotherfuck*r,woohthatdidn't

soundlikeajoke

LONDA:from nowonthisapartmentisyourspace,itverysafeithastightsecurity

system soyoudon'thavetoworryaboutthatok,Inodded"anyquestions?

ME:haveyoubeeninlovebefore?

LONDA:ohwowyoutookoutbiggunsIsee

ME:(chuckling)

LONDA:yeahIwasinloveonce

ME:whathappened?

LONDA:yohitwasthedisasterIfellforawrongperson



ME:how?

LONDA:damnI'm tellingyouthisbecauseitsyou.ifellformybrotherswife

ME:What?

LONDA:yesshewasstillhisgirlfriendatthattime,Itwassomessedup

ME:wowbutwhyImean...

LONDA:youknowwedon'tchoosewhowefallinlovewith

ME:sodidyoupursueheror?

LONDA:what?NoIwould'veneverbutunfortunatelymybrotherfoundout

ME:nolondawhatdidhedo

LONDA:healmostkilledmehebeatmeupitwasamessI'm tellingyou

ME:soareyouoverherdidyougetoverher

LONDA:honestlyitwashard,buteventuallyIgotoverherspeciallyseeingherwithmy

brotheriknewthatevenifshesawmefirstshewasnevergoingtofallforme,theyjust

madeforeachother

ME:wowsoyouandyourbrotherisheyourbigbrother?Gotbacktonormal?

LONDA:wehadtoowetwins

ME:woohyouhaveatwin?

LONDA:ofcourseIhaveatwin,heopenedhisphone,heshowedmeapictureofhim

withawomanorshouldIsayanangel

ME:Isthatyouandyourbrother'sw....waitisthisyourtwin?

LONDA:(Smilling)ofcourseithim thatmlondi

ME:nolondathisisyouImeanNooo,heshowedmeanotheronewheretheywere

kissing

LONDA:soyouthinkIwillkissmybrother'swifelikethis?

ME:thisiscreepydoesn'thiswifemistakeyouforherhusband?

LONDA:nonotevenoncesheknowherhusbandI'm tellingyousoIsuggestyoushould



startnoticingyouryoursmoresothatyouwonthaveaproblem ifyouknowwhatI

meanhesaidthatwithasmink

ME:(blushing)Icanseewhyyoufellforherthisistoomuchofapersonshe'sso

beautifulshe'smixed?

LONDA:yeahherfatherisItalianandhermom isZulu

ME:wowlookathereyes

LONDA:helloI'm stillhereyoushouldbelookingintomyeyes

ME;youjealous,soyouhavebrotherandsisters

LONDA:3brothersand2twinsisters

ME:Wohanothertwins

LONDA:yeahmemlowetheoldesttwinsthenthere'ssihlehe'salonerthenlastlyis

Amandaandmandytwinsmyotherbrotherisactuallydad'sbrotherbuthe'sourageso

wecalleachotherbrother's,hisphoneranginterruptinghim

LONDA:Muzi,heansweredonaspeaker

MUZI:whoareyoucallingmuzi,helaughed"NgzokhahlelaLondayezwa(I'llkickyou

londayouhearme)

LONDA:MKHIZEE

MUZI:nyinyenxMeetinginmyhouse3pm don'tbelate

LONDA:KHABAZELA(clanname),hehungupstilllaughing"Iknowhe'ssomadright

now"

ME:Whowasthat?

LONDA:ohthatwasmydad

ME:waityouaMkhize?

LONDA:yeahwhatarewerelated?

ME:youdonthappentoberelatedtoMtotimaybe?



LONDA:thatmybrother,howdo...ohwaittheNtombiyouwerecallinglastnightismy

brother'sNTOMBI

ME:exactlywow

LONDA:smallworld...thatisnotgoingtobeaproblem rightthatyouandyourfriend..

ME:Noit'snotaProblem

LONDA:okysodoyouthinkyoureadytogobacktowooliesnowafteryouknowthat

Accident(laughing)

ME:(laughing)yougotjokesIsee

LONDA:Iguesstheanswerisyessolet'sgothishouseneedsfoodandI'm hungry,I

wenttochangeslipperstosneakers

ME:done?Thenweleftthebuilding,ImustsayweboughtalotofgroceriesorshouldI

saylondatookthewholestore,Ihadfunshoppingwithhim.

IknowsomemayjudgemeforbeingcomfortabletosomeoneIjustmet3daysagobut

IhavenothingtolosemaybeIcanacceptevenaplanetickettoIraqjusttobeaway

from Thami.andwithlondaIfeelsafeandfreearoundhim butIguessIcanfeelsafe

aroundanymanaslongasit'snotTHAMI.

**YAMKELA**

THAMI:yayacanwetalk?

ME:talkaboutwhat?Hownaggingam I?HowI'm alwayswhinny...

THAMI;yamkelapleaseI'm sorryIknowyouangrybutsitsothatwecantalk,Isatdown

"thankyou"

ME:..........

THAMI:IlikeapologizeaboutyesterdaythewayItalkedtoyou,thewayI'vebeentalking

toyouIknowIhavebeentheworstpartnerfornoreason

ME:whatdidIdo?OrwhatdoIdowrongtotreatmelikethisTHAMI



THAMI:nothingyouperfectYayaI'm theonewiththeproblem here

ME:whatgoingontalktome

THAMI:ImissherIcan'ttakeitImisshermymindisnotfunctioning

ME:Wowit'saboutheragain

THAMI:canyoulistentomeoncejustonce

ME:........

THAMI:ImissherIfeellikemyheadisgoingtoexplodethewayIthinkabouther

ME:soyoudon'tlovemeanymore?

THAMI:Ineedyourhelp,Ineedyoutohelpmetogetherback

ME:what?Areseriousrightnowhowam Igoingtodothatbecauseshemadeitclear

thatshedoesn'twanttobeinpolygamy.

THAMI:Iwasthinkingabout...Divorce

ME:whataboutdivorce?

THAMI:ImeanIfyouandme,ifwe......ijustslappedhim sohard

ME:BUSTED

**NTOMBI**

MTOTI:mamakheareyouokay?Ohyoustillworriedaboutyourguyfriend

ME:bbeNdumisoisawomanI'm sayingthisforthelasttime

MTOTI:withaguynameyeahifyousayso,Irolledmyeyes

ME:I'm realyworriedaboutherbutshesaidshe'sfine

MTOTI:maybesheisfine

ME:maybe,becauseshedidn'tsoundagitatedornervouslikeshealwaysdowhenthat

psychoexshowedup



MTOTI:Ican'tbelieveyounevertoldmeanythingaboutthisbabesheneedshelpand

sheneedsitfast

ME:yourightbutwethoughthegivenupImeanheevenapologizedtoherabout

everything

MTOTI:bbeOnceaPsychoalwaysapsychobutweneedtogettothebottom ofthisfor

nowletmeruntothismeetingI'llbebacksoonIknowyouwillmissme

ME:yousaiditmr,wekissed"andwhereismybaby?

MTOTI:hewentwithayanda2hoursago

ME:what?WherewasI?

MTOTI:heredistracted,bbeyousureyouokay

ME:I'm 100bbenowgoyou'llbelate

MTOTI:okbyenow,wekissedforthelasttime,"nowIdon'twantanymore"

ME:aybowhy?

MTOTI:becauseMASHAYABHUQEisup

ME:andyounotnowgo

MTOTI:butbaby...

ME:gooo

MTOTI:soundlikeyougettingridofme

ME:noI'm not

MTOTI:bye,hesaidclosingthedoor,actuallyiwasgettingridofhim ,Yara'swordsare

stuckinmyhead"areyousureyounotexpecting"ImeanItookapillafterstarting

havingsexwithMtotibecausehetoldmethatMASHAYABHUQEdoesn'tlikecondom

anditdoesn'tfithim sigh,butwhoknowsmaybeitsdoesn'ttheguyisbignotheword

I'm lookingforisHuge.enoughaboutbigpackageslemegoandgetthatpregnancy

test.

**LONDA**



Ican'tbelievethatthepersonwhosebeentormentingNdumisoisthatZikalalaMoronI

meanIknowhim exactlywedidbusinesswiththem somanytime,becausetheyin

construction.asyouallknowtohavepropertyyouneedconstruction.whenzondogave

meinformationabouthim Ifeltdisgusted,IthinkheneedhisheadtobecheckedImean

whocanletgoawomanlikeNDUMISO?Ithinkonlyalunatic

IloveNDUMISOandIdon'twanttoputanypressuretoherIthinksheneedtoworkon

herselffirstIwillwaitforherwhatIknowisthatI'm notwillingtolethergo.

Ijustarrivedinmyfather'shouseforfamilymeetingIwonderwhathappeningbutI

knowitssomethingseriousthatIcanassureyou.

ME:mommy

ZODWA:hello

ME:yourfavouritesonishome

ZODWA:howareyouboy

ME:I'm awesome,wehugged"Imissedyou"

ZODWA:missedyoutoo

MUZI:37YEARoldboyrealywifey

SIHLE:andmom IthoughtyousaidIwasyourfavourite

ZODWA:youallmyfavourite,andyou,youlooksmittenwhatgoingon?

SIHLE:I'm surehefinallyaskedMavisout,mydadburstedoutlaughing

ZODWA:whoseMavis

SIHLE:oneofourcleaneratworkshe'sverysmittenbyhim

MUZI:she'scrazymaybeshe's50



SIHLE:she'scougar

ME:mxm youcrazyandshe'sugly,thenMtotiwalkedinfollowedbytwolovebirds

holdinghands.

Mtotigreetedus.

ME:whyareyoutwoholdinghands

MLONDI:Whyareyoustillsinglegrandpa

ME:whatthathasanythingtodowithyouholdinghands

MLONDI:weinloveandyousingleso

SIHLE:ouch

ME:whatever

MUZI:okaynowcutitout,becausewenowallhere,firstlyMtotiwanttosenddelegates

totheBhengu's

ZODWA:lililili

YARA:congratulationsbhuti

ME:yizobafowow,wefistbumped

MLONDI:it'sabouttime

SIHLE:aysyakbongelabhuti(wecongratulatedyoubro)

MTOTI:thankyou

MUZI:whendoyouthinkyouweshouldsendourpeople

MTOTI:Iwasthinkingaboutmonthend

MUZI:IguessweshouldgetGadlatosendtheletterImeanhe'snearUlundi

ZODWA:theymustreceiveitbeforeendofthisweek

MUZI:oknowthatissortedasyouallknowendofthemonthwesupposedtoGohome

toEmpangeniforcleansingceremonyforMakoti(Yara)



AndtothankourancestorsforprotectingotherbabiesbutIgotacallfrom Bab

Mzimela(familySangoma)

Apparentlymakotihasalotregardingtheceremonysolethearher,weallturnedtoher,

hermindseemedsofarawayInoticedsheisn'tbubblyliketheusualshedidn'teven

greatuswithhersmileasusual.

MLONDI:(touchingher)MAMI

YARA:mmm

MLONDI:dadisaskingaboutMonthendceremony

YARA:ohhok,firstlytheceremonymusthappenonSundaythatmeansbhutiMtotican

sendunclestothebhengu'sonSaturday.

MUZI:butweneverhadaceremonySundaybefore.

YARA:thatwhatyourancestorswantsbaba,okthatsoundedfirm.

SecondlyIdon'tknowifanyofyouhavenoticedbutSizweissickandhe'snotgetting

bettersobabapleasetellbabGadlatogetreadyheneedtorevealSizwe'sPaternityto

him becauseifhedoesn'twegonnalosehim

ZODWA:aybojesu

YARA:whoisBulelani?,ohno

(SILENCE)

MLONDI:dad

MUZI:Idon'twanttotalkaboutbulelani

YARA:Iguesshe'sanotherfamilysecret,hewanttobecleansedhe'sangryhe'sgoing

tocausedamageinthefamilyifyouignorehim,andhecausedNgcebo'sAccident

ME:what?WhatAccident?

MTOTI:eashNgcebostoleyourcartheotherdayandshecrusheditbutIhelpedherto

repairit

ME:youweresupposedtotellmebhuti

MTOTI:shebeggedmetonotsayanythingandshewasn'thurtbutI'm sorrybhuti



ME:it'sokbafo

ZODWA:waitdoesmkhize'sancestorsrecognizengceboasourchild?

YARA:TheydoIcan'texplainitbuttheydo

MLONDI:butwedidintroducedhertotheancestorsI'm suretheydoknowher

YARA:herAccidentdidn'thappensomerandom daybutithappenedthedayIlost

Nkanyezi.

Hedidn'tjustdiebuthewassacrificedforngcebo'slife

ME:Wowsothisallancestorswork

YARA:YESTHISFAMILYKEEPSSECRETSANDCAMILLA(herothername)MUST

SUFFERTHECONSEQUENCES,shegotupandwalkedout.

MLONDI:realydad?HeranoutfollowingherbutIdon'tblamehershe'sbeenthrougha

lotbecauseofthisfamily.

PlzlikeandShare
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**NDUMISO**

Peoplearesocruel,thenerveofcallingsomeonesoearlyinthemorningwhilethey

dreamingamazinglyahhhh,Itriedtodetectmyphonewithmyhand.

ME:hello,Ididn'tevencheckwhowascalling

LONDA:Morningsweetheart,don'ttellmeyoustillinbed

ME:morning,yesI'm instillinbed

LONDA:im outsidepleasecomeandopenforme



ME:"what?Youhere?,"Isprungoutofthebed,Iaskedrushingoutoftheroom

LONDA:(laughing),Iopenedthedoor,therehewasstandingtallwithahugesmile"why

areyourunning"?

ME:(smilling)"hey",Ilookeddown,heremovedhisphonefrom ear

LONDA:heydon'tgetallshyonmenow,thisIsnotthewaytogreetyourmanwhoyou

lastsawaweekago,hesaidhuggingmesotight

ME:(smilling)whendidyougethere?,heperkedmylips

LONDA:"justnow",hesaidthrowinghimselfonacouch,Iclosedthedoor

ME:youlooktired

LONDA:"Iam,comeandsitwithme",hepattednexttohim "Imissedyou"

ME:Imissedyoutoo,hesmiledandkissedmycheek

LONDA:"I'm herenow",Igenuinelymissedhim ImeanthelasttimeIsawhim istheday

hecamehereandambushedmewithanEmotionalkissnextthinghereceivedacall

tellinghim hemustrushtoahospitalbecauseSizwehadastroke.sincethenhe'sbeen

toEMPANGENIallthistime.

ME:howareyou?

LONDA:(sighing)I'm goodIguessundercircumstances

ME:howishe?

LONDA:He'sbetter,speciallybeingathomeevenhisspeechisimproving

ME:"thatgreat,sowhyareyouhereImeantommorowyouneededback,thisweekend

theyhavingceremonyatEmpangeni

LONDA:I'm heretotakeyoutoyourinterview

ME:youdroveallthewayhereformyinterview?

LONDA:Yeah,rememberIsaidI'llbealwaysbeherenexttoyouspeciallywhenyou

needmethemost?,Inodded"yeahI'm here,Iknowthisinterviewisimportanttoyouso

Icouldn'tmissit

ME:"thankyousomuchyoudon'tknowhowthismeanstomebutyoushouldn'thaveI



meanIunderstandyougoingthroughsomethingrightnow"

LONDA:"shhh",heplacedhisfingeronmylips"im herenowandIcouldn'tstopthinking

aboutyoubythewayyouareagoodkisser.

ME:(blushing)umm...socanImakeyoubreakfast?,Iaskedgettingup

LONDA:"yourunningawayfrom meIsee,"hesaidraisingoneeyebrow,

ME:I'm notIlefthim andIwenttomakebreakfastinthekitchenImadealotI'veseen

theguy,heeatslikeit'shislastmealonearth.

Weatebreakfasttooveralightconversation,thenitwastimeformetogetready.

3daysagoIreceivedacallfrom SomePrivateHospitalnearUMhlangatellingmeto

comeforaninterview,IthinkInearlyfaintedIneverthoughtIwillpractisedagainlet

alonetoworktoaprivatefacilitybutlondamadeallthatpossible.he'stheoneImean

he'sthebest.

Ilookedmyselfinthemirror,Iwaswearingnavyformalpants,whiteshirtwithnavy

blazerwithCream StilletoseverythingwasonpointifIsaysomyself.Itookmy

handbagandheadedtothelivingroom.

ME:"I'm ready",Itoldhim,hewasfocusedonhisphone

LONDA:(turning)"itsabouttim....helookedatme"I...we..wowyoulook..umm..

ME:istheresomethingwrong,Icangoandchang...

LONDA:what?Whydoyouwanttochange,Ndumisoyoulook....wowI'm speechless.

ME:ohhthank,heheldmywaist

LONDA:youperfectbbeyoulookgorgeous,heperkedmyforehead"nowgolet'sgoand

getthatjob"

ME:(sigh)"okI'm ready"

Wedroveinsilence,Iwassonervousthiswasmychancetogetmyjobback,whatifI

freezeintheinterview?



ipleadedwithgodwithmyhearttobewithme,

wefinallyarrived,eventhoulondawasn'thimselfbutIwasgratefulforhim forbeing

thereforme.

AfterstayingwithmeforawhileIwasstillwaiting,hehadtogobuthepromisedto

comebackandgetme.

Ntombisentmeamessagewishingmeagoodluck.finallyitwastimeIwascalledin.

**NTOMBI**

todayitsThursdayI'm goinghomebecauseSaturdayitmyLobolaNegotiations,somy

fathersaidImustbehometoday,I'm verynervousthingsatthemkhize'shasn'tbeen

greatbutMtotipromisedmethatdarkorbluehispeoplewillbeatmyhomeon

Saturday.talkaboutMtotihe'supstairsarguingwithOwamiaboutwhattopackand

whatnot,Ijustcan'tdeal,myhormonesaremessingwithme.Owaminowcallsmea"

AngryMommy"becauseI'm alwaysshouting.

IsowishNDUMISOwascomingwithmetoday,butatleastshewillfollowme

tomorrow.trustmeI'm goingtoneedhersupport,Idohaveanoldersisterbuttrustme

,wehavenorelationship,none!

MTOTI:mommywefinallymadeadecision,hesaidcomingdownthestairswith

Owami'ssuitcase

ME:yeythatgreatnews

MTOTI:stopstressingMamakheeverythingwillbegreat,nowyoumustgo,youmust

arriveearly

ME:yeahyourightsowhere'syourson

MTOTI:hejustfellasleepwhileIwasstillpackingI'llgoandgethim,heranupstairs.

HecamebackwithasleepingOwamistrappedhim tothecarseatandIalsogotinthe

backwithhim.thenUlundiwascallingus.

MTOTI:nsimbi(driver)pleasedrivesafely,ifyouencounteranyproblemsintheway



givemeacallrightaway

NSIMBI:don'tworrymrmkhizeI'lltakecareofthem

MTOTI:good,Mamakhe

ME:yeahbbe

MTOTI:Iloveyou,pleasetakecareofyourself,trytocalm down,don'tbean"Angry

Mommy"

ME:(smilling)Iwilltry,Iloveyoutoo

MTOTI:okseeyouonSaturday,wekissedforawhile

NSIMBI:(fakecoughing)

MTOTI:nsimbiItoldyou,getawife

NSIMBI:aySkhulu(boss)womenarehardwork

MTOTI:okstopbeingjealouswhenI'm kissingmywife,nowgo

NSIMBI:"skhulu"hesaidgettingtothedriver'sseat

MTOTI:byebaby

ME:byelove,heclosedthecardoorandweleft.

NARRATED

AtUMLANGAHOSPITAL

Ndumisohasbeencalledinsidetheboardroom,whenshewalkedinsheonlyfounda

whitemiddleagemanwholookedlikehewasInhisFifties.

MAN:morningmissDlaminiI'm ProfessorMalcolm Vanwyk

NDUMISO:NdumisoDlamini,nicetomeetyousir,theyshookhands



VANWYK:pleasure,withoutwastinganytimeletgetintoit.

SotellmewhyDermatologist?Imeanwhatinspiredyoutobeone?

NDUMISO:umm...skinIthinkI'm fascinatedbymyskin,whenIwasyoungkidsusedto

callmeBlackcatbecauseofmyskincolour.ButinmymindItoldmyselfthattheywere

jealousofmeImeanIlovedmyskin,istillloveitsotheanswerisme,myskincolouris

mypridethatwhyIam adermatologist.

VANWYK:wowyousoundsopassionateaboutyourworkmissdlamini,I'm sureyou'll

behappytohearthatwewouldliketohaveyouhereasoneofourDermatologist.sowe

hopeyouwillacceptouroffer

NDUMISO:sirareyouoferring...imeanareyouofferingmeajob

VANWYK:"yesmissDlamini",hesaidpushingthecontracttondumiso"wewouldlike

tosignthisinaweekifyoudecidetojoinus

NDUMISO:what?OfcourseIwouldliketoworkherethankyousomuchsir

VANWYK:pleasureisoursmissDlamini,youcangiveyourlawyercontracttocheckfor

you,Iguesswedonefortoday,NdumisogotupandshookmrVanWykhandagain,

NDUMISO:thankyouforthisopportunityI'm notgoingtodisappointyou

VANWYK:Itrustyoustaywellmissdlamin,Ndumisolefttheboardroom stillinshock

aboutwhatjusttranspiredonhersupposedinterview.

ShetookoutherphonetocallLondabutthewasamessagefrom him tellingherthat

hecan'tpickherupanymorebuthesentthedriverforher.

Whenshegottoaparkinglot,driverwasthere,theygreetedeachotherandNDUMISO

gotinthecar,shecouldn'tholdherselfshewroteamessageforLonda"IGOTTHEJOB,

THEYLITERALLYOFFEREDITTOME",shealsosentNtombithesamemessage

too,whocalledherbackimmediately.

NTOMBI:Ndumisoareyouseriousrightnow?sheasked?excitedly,"Idon'tknowwhatto

saygirlfriendcongratulations"

NDUMISO:Istillcan'tbelieveitfriendI'm stillshocked



NTOMBI:Itoldyouthatbetterdayswillcomeforusfriend

NDUMISO:Iguessyouwereright

NTOMBI:ofcourseIwasIcan'twaittoseeyoutomorrow

NDUMISO:Ican'twaittoseeULUNDIwhoknowsmaybeIwillahusbandnje

NTOMBI:(laughing)"IseeyouwantmetobekilledbyLonda"theybothlaughedand

carriedOnchattinguntilNDUMISOarrivedattheapartmenttheysaidtheirgoodbyesto

each.

ATSIHLE'SPLACE

ZAMA:soareyousayingyouleavingmebehindbecauseI'm "justagirlfriend"

SIHLE:Ican'tjustrockupwithyouEMPANGENIthatwhatI'm tellingyou

ZAMA:wowjustwow,soYaraistheonlyonewhoseallowedtogo?

SIHLE:YaraisMarriedSheourWife

ZAMA:whatdoyoumean"our"

SIHLE:areyousloworsomething?Because"our"IMeanMkhize'swife

ZAMA:mxm

SIHLE:eventuallyyoumustspeakupwhyyouhateYarathismuchI'm tellingyouand

yougettingonmynervesintellingyou

ZAMA:allthisbecauseofYARAyou'llswearshe'saqueenofEngland

SIHLE:ShemightnotbeaQueenofEnglandbutshe'sstillaqueen

KWABAMTHANDAYO(tothosewholoveher)

ZAMA:areyousureyouoverherI....

SIHLE:DONTYOUDAREASKMETHATSHIT,YOUHEARME,sihleroaredthatevenZama

gotscared"ItoldyouthatinconfidencebecauseIlovedyouIdidn'twantanysecret

betweenusbutyoualwaysthrowthisonmyface



ZAMA:I'm sorry

SIHLE:noyounot,didIeverevenoncecomparedyoutoher?Zamashookherhead"

ohhbutyouhearassumingthings"

ZAMA:sihlestopshoutingI'm sorry

SIHLE:"youknowwhatI'm outofhere,ifyouleavegivemykeystosecurityNx".hesaid

takinghisbagandwalkingout,zamajustletouttearsshecouldn'tbelievethatsihle

walkedoutonher.

ATMPANGENI

BonakelejustarrivedwithherhusbandGadla,shelookedfuriousshegreetedeveryone

DUDU:howareyoumakoti(DuduI'dmuziandGadla'ssister)

BONAKELE:notwellhowcanIbeokwhilemysonissick?

DUDU:hewillbealright.

BONAKELE:hehastoothenYarawalkedinwhiletheyweretalking.

YARA:SawubonaMah(hellomah),shewasgreetingBonakele

BONAKELE:you,shesaidpointingyara"sincethedayyouputyourfootinthisfamily

there'shasbeenoneproblem overanotheritslikeyoucursedorsomething

DUDU:Makotinodon'tspeaklikethat

ZODWA:Uzamukthinikahlekahle?(whatareyoutryingtosayrealy?)

BONAKELE:whatI'm say.....

ZODWA:saveitIheardyouclearly,don'tyouthinkyarasufferedenoughbecauseofyou

perfectfamily

BONAKELE:whydon'tyouaskyourselfwhyancestorsaredealingwithher?Why?I'm

startingtothinkshe'sawitch

ZODWA:NCNCNCyouknowwhatIcan'tbelieveyoucantalklikethisaboutawoman

whosebeentakingcareofSizweeverysingleday,she'stheonewhosebeensaying



Sizwesicknessisbiggerthanwethinkyouknowwhyitsbecauseshecares,shestayed

withhim forfull2daysatthehospitalwherewereyou?Sheneglectedherownchildren

foryoursonButyouhaveanervetostandhereandspeakthisnonsenseyoujustspoke

nx.bonakelejustfroze,yaraleftthem andwenttoaroom whereSizwewas.

YARA:heyboy

SIZWE:M..mahI'm 19I'm aman

YARA:ayyoustillaboyhowareyoufeelingtoday

SIZWE:goodIfeel..no..p.ain,hisspeechwasstillnotperfectbuthewasgettingbetter

YARA:thatagoodthing

SIZWE:doyouthinkIwillevergetbetterImeanwillIeverbenormal?

YARA:ofcourseSizweyou'llgobacktoyourselfyou'llhealIhavenodoubtabout

that,justbepatientonestepatthetime

SIZWE:I'm scared.

YARA:don'tbeweloveyouwehereforyou,I'm here!

SIZWE:thankyoumahforeverything

YARA:it'sokrealydontworryaboutanything,nowletmegoI'llcheckyoulaterohh

ayandaisonhiswaysoyouwon'tbeboredanylonger

SIZWE:great

YARA:seeyou,shegotupandwalkedtowardsthedoor

SIZWE:Mah!

YARA:yah

SIZWE:I..Istillwanttogobackwithyouaftertheceremony

YARA:ohhifyourmotheragreesIhavenoproblem

SIZWE:pleasemah

YARA:it'sokdon'tstressyourself,wewilltalk,shewalkedout



Sizwestillcan'twalkonhisownbecauseofbeinghitbystroke.

ATULUNDI

NtombiwassoexcitedwhentheywereapproachingHerHomestead.evenifshehas

badexperienceabouttheplacebutit'sstillherhome,itwhereshegrewup.

Nozipho(Ntombi'ssister)sawthisbigblackcarapproachingtheirgate,inhermindshe

thoughtitwassomeonewhoselookingfordirectionsorsomething,butthennsimbigot

outandopenedthegate

NOZIPHO:mamacomeandseethis,mrsbhenguwalkedout,

MrsBhengu:ayboekabanilemotoNozipho(whocaristhis?)

NOZIPHO:letwaitandsee,thethecarparked,nsimbiopenedthedoorforNTOMBI

MRSBHENGU:ayboNTOMBIit'syou,shewassohappyNTOMBIthrewherselfonher

mother

NTOMBI:howareyoumamaImissedyou

MrsBhengu:youlooksogoodNtombiyam(mygirl)

OWAMI:"gogo"hesaidrunningtowardsMrsBhengu

MrsBhengu:ohmylookatyou,yougrownsomuch,shesaidpickingOwamiup,ntombi

turnedtohersister

NTOMBI:ziphohowareyou

NOZIPHO:whereisyourcar,whosecaristhis?

MRSBHENGU:enoughwiththeQuestions

Noziphoayboyehhen,mrsBhenguGreetedNsimbiandtheyshookhands

MRSBHENGU:nicetomeetyoundodana



NSIMBI:Nicetomeetyoutoomah

OWAMI:thisisdaddy'scar,owamijustblurtedthatout,noziphofrowned

NTOMBI:umm..thanksagain,shethankednsimbi

NSIMBI:pleasure,Madam

NOZIPHO:MADAM!heeesheclappedonce.

Ntombiknewthatwasgoingtobethelongeeeestweekendeverforher.

ATLONDA'SAPARTMENT

Its7PM Ntombijustfinishedtakingabathwrappedtowelaroundherwhenshewalked

outofthebathroom,shegotsuprised,shefoundLondainthebedroom.

NDUMISO;youalmostgavemeaheartattackhowdidyougetin?

LONDA:Youhaven'tlockedsoIletmyselfin

NDUMISO:"ohh",shewasholdinghertowelsotight

LONDA:congratulationsongettingajob,hesaidgettingupwalkingtowardsher"how

wasyourday?

NDUMISO:"thankyou,thankyouforeverything,mydaywasgood

LONDA:"areyouok?,heaskedwrappinghisarmsaroundherwaist"Youseem

distracted"

NDUMISO:Umm..I'm fine

LONDA:"whatareyouhidinginhere",heaskedtouchingNdumiso'shandthatwas

holdingatowelsotight.

NDUMISO:Nothing

LONDA:(kissingherneck)areyousureabouttha?thatquestionsentchillsdown

Ndumiso'sspine



NDUMISO:Yaah...

LONDA:Letmecheckitmyself,hesaidthatremovingNdumiso'shandliftingatowela

little

"Mmm helickedhislowerlip.NDUMISO

NDUMISO:"yeah",hestartedkissingherlipsslowly,theykissedeachother,butLonda

pulledout

LONDA:(nibblingherear)IWANTTOMAKELOVETOYOU

IM GOINGTOMAKELOVETOYOU

Plzlikeandshare
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NARRATED

ATMPANGENI

Itsfridaymorningeveryoneisawakeatthemkhize'shomestead,theypacingupand

downgettingthingsreadyforSundayCeremony.

Mlondiwalkedinsidethedoublestoryhousecomingfrom hisroom outside,holding

bothofhisbabies,Mandygotupfastrushingtohim.

MANDY:"browhyareyouholdingbothbabies",sheaskedtakingKhwezifrom him

ZODWA:where'sMakoti?

MLONDI:"she'sintheroom"ZodwatookSbani



ZODWA:issheok,areyouok?",sheaskedbecauseshesawthathersondidn'tlookright.

MLONDI:she'snotokaymum,shedidn'tsleepthewholenight...shejustfellasleepnow,

soIfiguredthatImusttakethekidsh...

ZODWA:(Sighing)

MANDY:it'sthosedreamsagain,sheaskedlookingatmlondi

MLONDI:yeah,todayIthinkitwasworse,IswearifbabMzimeladoesn'tdosomething

aboutthisI'm goingtolosemymind

ZODWA:ehlisumoyamlondi(calm down)

MLONDI:mom howcanIbecalm mom?when....when..hiseyesbecameglossy,mandy

gotupandshehuggedhim

MANDY:don'tdothisbro,youcan'tbreaknowbestrongforher,sheneedyou,shesaid

wipingherbrotherface

MLONDI:I'm goingtocheckuponher.

ZODWA:mandygowithhim Ineedtheirbags,sothatIcabaththem

MLONDI:Oklet'sgo,thankyouguysforhelpingmewiththebabies

MANDY:"youdon'thavetothankusbro,heputhisarm overhershouldersandtheyboth

walkediout.

ATLONDA'SAPARTMENT

LONDA:(laughing)soyougonnadieonmychesttodayjustbecauseyoudon'twantme

toseeyourface?,heaskedndumisowhowasfaceddownonhischest

NDUMISO:(chuckling)

LONDA:youstillshyevenafterallthatconnectingwedidlastnight?OrshouldIsaythe

thingsyoudidtomelastnight?

NDUMISO:whatdidIdo?

LONDA:EyI'm stilltraumatized,Idon'teventhinkmyancestorswillrecognisemewhen



Igethome

NDUMISO:(laughing)yousodramatic

LONDA:bbeyouhavetotakeiteasyontheoldman

NDUMISO:didyoutookiteasyonme?

LONDA:Ihadtokeepupwithyou

NDUMISO:bykillingme?

LONDA:im sorrysweetberry,Icouldn'tholdmyself,andI'm sorryifIputyoutoany

pressure,thatwasn'tmyattention.

NDUMISO:I'm okay

LONDA:sonoregrets?

NDUMISO:No

LONDA:ihadgreatnight,youwereamazing,youareamazing.

NDUMISO:(blushing)

LONDA:(smilling)andshe'sblushingthatmeansI'm gettingmorningglory...

NDUMISO:what?No,I'm stillverysore

LONDA:awubbengzofakakancane(bbeI'lljustputatip)

NDUMISO:Nothankyou

LONDA:(holdingher)Iloveyou,youtwerkvery....

NDUMISO:(laughingandhittinghim)Stoptalking

LONDA:Ouch,youAbusivetoo.

NDUMISO:(smilling)

LONDA:butdon'tworryIcanbeyourslaveanydaybaby,butifyoupromisetodowhat

youdidtomelastnightuntildeathdousapart,hesaidthatwithasmink

NDUMISO:"Ahhgoshstop",shesaidpullingsheetsandgettingoutofbed,wrappingit

aroundherbodygoingtothebathroom



LONDA:awunducanIjoinyou?

NDUMISO:"no",shesaidshuttingthebathroom doorbathroom

LONDA:okbabyhurryuptheroadiscallingus.

**THAMI**

I'vebeenignoringthepersonwhosebeenknockingonmydoorforawhilenow,who....

"ThamifuckinopenthisdoorbeforeIbreakitdown"eashitsLUNGA.

Idraggedmyselftothedoor,andthishangoverisnottakingiteasyonme.iopenedthe

door.

LUNGA:whatthefuckthamiI'vebeenbreakingmyfingershereknocking

ME:howdidyoufindme?

LUNGA:fuckyou,younotOsamabinladen,hesaidthrowinghimselfonacouch

ME:whyare....

LUNGA:shutup,I'vebeenlookingforyoueverywhereman,whyareyoustayinghere?

ME:Ineededtoclearmyhead

LUNGA:youmeanrunningawayfrom yourproblems,didyouforgetaboutyourwifeand

achild?

ME:I'm divorcingsotheymustlearntoleavewithoutmeanyway

LUNGA:what?,youdivorcingagain?

ME:yesIneedmywifeback,soIknowshewontcomebacktomewhileI'm still

marriedtohersister.

LUNGA:(Laughing,clapping)youmeanexwifewow,ThamithemightygreatZikalalaso

youshufflingthem,youreallythinkNduhisgonnacomebacktoyouaftereverythingyou



didtoher?

ME:ndumisolovesme,ImadeamistakeandI'm willingtorectifyit

LUNGA:youknowwhatIthinkyourealylostyourmind,butheyI'm nothereforthat,dad

islookingforyouhesaidfamilymeetingat6o'clockdon'tbelate

ME:whynow?

LUNGA:don'taskthatshit,you'vebeenmissingworkforsometimenow,youalways

drunkandyouabondonedyourwifeandkid

ME:I'm stressedandNDUMISOmovedfrom whereshewasstaying,Idontevenknow

wheresheisrightnow

LUNGA:goodforher,sheneedtoplayfarawayfrom you.

ME:Getout

LUNGA:withpleasure,hesaidgettingup,"yaziifyouloveNDUMISOlikeyouclaim youdo,

stayawayfrom herlethergoman.

ME:ISAIDGETOUT,heraisedherhandsshowingthathe'ssurrendering.

**ZAMA**

I'm onmywaytomeetcindyforbreakfast,shejustSmsedmethatshe'salreadywaiting

forme,Icouldn'teatbreakfastaloneinthatbighouse.

Iparkedmycarandheadedinside

CINDY:"Rasta",Iflippedmydreadlocks"yesgirlworkit",webothlaughedandshegot

upwesharedahug

ME:Heyyoulookgoodinthatyellownumber

CINDY:ohhyoumeanthisoldthing

ME:liarthisdressisnew



CINDY:(laughing)fineIwantedtospoilmyselfalittle

ME:Isee

CINDY:ivealreadyorderedforusbutyoutheonewhoispaying

ME:im payingbecause?

CINDY:whosedatingamillionaireherehello,ijustrolledmyeyes

CINDY:Sowhat'sup?Yousaysihleleftyoualone?

ME:"yep"

CINDY:Aybosohisreasonsofleavingyoubehindare??

ME:I'm justagirlfriend

CINDY:what?Hejustsaiditlikethat?

ME:noheexplainedthatyara'sistheonlyoneallowedbecauseshe'smarriedone

CINDY:okIunderstandthatotherfamiliesareverystrictonthatpart

ME:yeahIdon'tknowwhathappenedijustaskedhim ifhewasoverher?

CINDY:her?Youmeanyara,Zama!

ME:IknowIwaswrong

CINDY:noyoucan'tthrowthattohisfacezama,yougotyourselfinthis

ME:Iknow,hewashonestfrom thestartfriendIthinkIdevelopedthathatefrom there

CINDY:whathate?

ME:whenImethim itswasonenightstand,hetoldmeclearlyhe'snotlookingfora

relationshipbecausehewasinlovewithyaraatthattimeIdidn'tevenknowthathewas

speakingabouthisbrother'swoman

CINDY:What?sohowdidyougettothedatingpart?

ME:wecarriedonhavinganostringattachedrelationship,Iwasinlove,hewasnot.

asthetimegoesheprofessedhisloveformehetoldmehedevelopedfeelingsforme

andthathe'soverher.



CINDY:soyoudidn'tbelievehim?

ME:Idid,ImeanIwashappybutthedayImetYaracindyIfeltsointimidatedbyherthe

hateIhadforhergotworse

CINDY:butshe'smarriedhappily

ME:Iknow

CINDY:youseenowyoupushinghim awayspeciallywithyourinsecuritiesandIdon't

thinkyouhateyara,youjustwanttobeherbutyounother,youareyou,youareZama,

sihledoesn'twantyoutobelikeher,helovesyouasyouare

ME:(crying)sowhatmustido?

CINDY:apologizetohim tellhim abouthowyou'vebeenfeelingandmaybeyoucanend

upbeingfriendswithyara,youareyourownenemyhere,nowwipethosetearspeople

arestareing,shesaidgivingmeatissue

ME:thanksfriend,IguessIneededthistalk

CINDY:totally

**YAMKELA**

YAMKELA:MahLUNGAjustcalledapparentlyhefoundthamisohewillbeatthe

meeting

MADLADLA:whatifhe'sstayingwithNdumiso

YAMKELA:what?thatwillneverhappen

MADLADLA:youtheonewhotoldmethathesaidhewanttodivorceyou

YAMKELA:HEDIDN'TSAYTHAT!

MADLADLA:yeydon'tshoutatmeI'm notyourchildnx

YAMKELA:sorrymah,shejustwalkedoutleavingmedistraught,Inevershoutedmy

mothersinceIwasbornIhatewhatthamiisdoingtome.



**NDUMISO**

IhatethispositionI'm inrightnow,I'm onthevergeofcrying,Iseeweapproachingthe

Richardsbaytownthatwheregoingtogoourseparateways.

I'm goingtoULUNDIandhe'sgoingtoMPANGENI.

He'sbeensoquiet,justgivingmerandom kisseshereandthere,I'vehadmyheadonhis

shouldersincewetookofffrom Durban.ididn'tknowthattobeintimatewithhim just

oncewouldturnmetothisvulnerableandweakwomanaroundhim.

Butifyouknewwhathappenedyouwon'tblameme,ChristianGreygotnothingonhim

I'm tellingyou,helefthismark,histerritoryismarked.

Iendedupapologizingfornothing,thathowgoodheis,itwasslowandemotionalIdid

shareatear.4roundslaterIknewiwashome.

LONDA:bbe

ME:yeah

LONDA:YouknowI'm goingtoseeyoutomorrowright,

ME:"yeah,"hesalsocomingwith"ABAKHONGI"

LONDA:yahsothere'snoneedtobesad,sometimesIthinkheliveinsidemyhead

ME:....

LONDA:it'sjustSundaythenMondayweseeeachotheragain

ME:Iknow

LONDA:im sadtoo,Ialsodon'twanttobeawayfrom yourightnowbaby

ME:I'llbefine

LONDA:youpromise?

ME:yeah



LONDA:okgiveasmile

ME:(smilling)

LONDA:(smiling)therewego,Heperkedmylips

NSIMBI:wehereskhulu

LONDA:OrytNsimbi

ME:whosefetchingyou

LONDA:sihleandMtotiareherearoundtownsoI'llgowiththem

ME:ohokay

LONDA:"yeahsoIhavetogonowIloveyou",wesharedanintimatekiss"seeyou

tomorrow"

ME:ok

LONDA:oknsimbidrivelikeaproman,youcarryingapreciousQueenhere,hesaid

gettingoutthecar.

NSIMBI:youknowmeskhuludon'tworry

LONDA:okbyebabe

ME:"Bye",heclosedthedoorandwavedandIwavedbackandwedroveoff.

5minuteslaterireceivedatextfrom him written"PLEASECOMEBACK"withacrying

emoji.

**NTOMBI**

I'm withmymom andmysisterinalivingroom werelaxingafterstandingthewhole

day,mymom wanttomakesurethateverythinggoeswelltomorrow

ME:sohowismntungwa(thatnozipho'shusband)

NOZIPHO:he'sgreathejustboughthis10thTaxi



ME:wowthatgreat,herhusbandisverysuccessfulinhistaxibusiness

NOZIPHO:yeahayImaliayiyonainkingainmyhouse(moneyisnotaproblem inmy

house)

ME:thatnice

MRSBHENGU:soNtombiwheredoesmkhwenyanawork?

NOZIPHO:aymahhe'snotherhusbandyet

MrsBhengu:kantiuzokwenzaniksasala,noziphorolledhereyes

ME:he'sinconstruction

NOZIPHO:yohI'm surehe'sbeenworkinghardImeanconstructionworkersdoesn't

earnthatmuch.

Ijustlookedathermm Ngimtshelemanjenomangithiuklindakancane(shouldItellher

noworImustwaitalittle)thatMtotimanagestheMkhizePropertiesconstruction.

ME:hemustbe

NOZIPHO:sodoesheknowaboutOwamisituation,Imean.....

MrsBhengu:NOZIPHO!

NOZIPHO:what?I'm justaskingm...

MrsBhengu:thatnotyourplacesoshutit

ME:nomahleaveher,toansweryourquestionnozipho,yesheknows,Iwouldn'twant

him tohearitfrom someoneelsenowwouldi?,shejustkeptquietthenwewere

interruptedbyOwamishouting

OWAMI:mommymommycomeandseeauntyNduishere

MrsBhengu:isthatyourfriend

ME:"yeah",Irushedoutexcitedlytowelcomeher.

NARRATED



Its6pm atthemkhizeHomesteadtheyallgatheredtotheirancestorsRondavel.

BabMzimelawaschantingcallingthemkhizeancestorstobewithhim,everyonewasso

quietinsidetherondavel.

MZIMELA:I'm pleadingwithyoumyprincesstobringpeaceintoyourfamily,weare

readyforyou,mmm,youcanspeaknow,wegoingtolisten,hesaidgettinginsidethe

rondavel.

MZIMELA:GadlacomeandlightImpepho(insence)forme,gadladidexactlywhatbab

Mzimelaaskedfrom him.

MZIMELA:thankyou,areweallhere?

DUDU:Ithinkweare,everyonestartedlookingateachother

LONDA:where'sNongcebo

(Silence)

SIHLE:juniorwhere'sNgcebo

AYANDA:she....

HLANZEKA:auntdelisilesaidshemuststaybehind

LONDA:what?

MLONDI:therewegoagain

MZIMELA:goandcallher,Ayandaranoutandhecamebackwithher

DELISILE:Ididn'tknowth...

GADLA:delisileplease

MZIMELA:oyiiiii,she'shere,alleyeswereonYarabecauseNomacikothelateMkhize

Princessspeakthroughher.

YARA:..........

MZIMELA:syabongaboGcwabeseniphindenabuyisaenyeinkonyaneyesibayasenu

(wethankyouGcwabesyoumanagedtobringanotheroneofyourcalfintoyourkraal.



YARA:bhuti,GadlaTellSizwewhoisherfatherandhismother,sizwefrowned

BONAKELE:thisisnotneccessary

MZIMELA:pleasekeepitdownNomacikoistalking

GADLA:SizweI'm notyourfather,butI'm yourgrandfather,yourfatherwasmyson

SIZWE:was?Whereishe?,heaskedwithtearyeyes,Bonakelestartedsobbing,others

werenotshockedbecausetheyalreadyknewthestory

GADLA:hekilledyourmotherandkilledhimselfwhenyouwerejust2month.sizwejust

closedhiseyesandstartedshaking,babmzimelaattendedhim

YARA:sizwewillbealrightbuthismotherandfatherwerenotmarried,youneedtogo

andpaydamagestohismotherhomeinorderforhim tobeacceptedasaMkhize.and

youmustapologizeforyoursontoherfamilyforkillingtheirchild.

GADLA:nkosazane(Princess)

MZIMELA:"NKOSAZANEkhulumaslalele",sizwewasnowsleepingpeacefulnextto

Mzimela

YARA:"Londikhaya",everyoneturnedtolookatLonda

MZIMELA:khulumankosazaneulondikhayaulalele(speakupprincesslondikhayais

listening)

LONDA:(listening)

YARA:windodakhabazela,Nongceboisamkhize,thatherrealpartnenity

DELISILE:"ini"(what)

MUZI:chazukthininkosazane?(whatdoyoumeanPrincess)

YARA:maZakwe(thatBonakele)yougaveawayourchild

DUDU:aybo

GADLA:W...what?,helookedatBONAKELE

BONAKELE:(crying)

MZIMELA:nonoiseplease



GADLA:STARTTALKINGMaZakwe!,heroared

BONAKELE:(sobbing)

YARA:I'vebeenbeggingyouMazakwetotellthetruth,yourefused.Yougavebirthto

Bulelani'ssonandyougavehim away

DUDU:noyoucheatedwithyourhusbandbrother?

YARA:asyouallknowBulelaniisaMkhizeeventhoughhedecidedtoturnhisbackto

thefamily,heisamkhize,hediedamkhize

MUZI:whatabouthissonPrincess?

YARA:He'sNongcebo'sFather

Everyone:WHAT!

MZIMELA:nkosazane!

LONDA:whatgoingonhere?

YARA:maZakwethesonyougaveaway,wasadoptedbyZumafamily,helefthisseed

ofwhichisnongcebohere

ZODWA:wow,everywomenwascryingincludingnongcebo

DUDU:whendidallthishappen

GADLA:Iwenttoexilejustfor2yearsandyouturnedtomybrotherBONAKELE

BONAKELE:I'm sorryI...

GADLA:SHUTUUUUUUUP,hesaidpullinghisgunout,everyonescreamed.

PlzlikeandShare
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NARRATED



ATMKHIZE'SHOMESTEAD

AfterBabGadla'soutbursthisbrother(muzi)

managedtocalm him down.seegadlaisoneofthecoolestelderinthemkhize

family,he'scalm coolandcollectedthathisnature.buttodayeveryonewassoshocked

byhisreaction.butintheendeveryonemanagedtocalm down,BabMzimelaasked

everyonetoremaincalm forthesakeoftheceremony.Yarahadherheadonmlondi's

shoulder,Nongcebowasinbetweenherfather'slegsasshewassittingonthegrass

matwhileLondawasinachair.allwomenwerestillshakenwhilebonakelewasstill

sobbingsilently.

MZIMELA:makotiyouareangry.

YARA:(teary)

MZIMELA:ancestorsfeelyourangerandtheysincerelyapologizeforputtingyou

throughsomuchpain,mlondiheldherhand.

"Theywantyoutoknowthattheyappreciateyou,especiallyacceptingnomaciko's

gift,younotherebymistakebutforapurpose.theyaskyoutonotgiveuponthem

becausetheystillgoingtoneedyouinordertoprotectthisfamily.

"Wehavealottofix,wewrongedalotofpeople,wehavealotofapologisingtodo.

butallthatwillhappenafterthiscomingceremony,ancestorsarereadysowemustn't

ruinthattoo.

MZIMELA:Gadlabecalm youhearme?

GADLA:Ihearyoubaba

MZIMELA:"good",oursonisbetternow,hemeantSizwe"weshouldbe

celebrating,tomorrowwegoingtogetanothermkhizebridethatanotherthingwemust

becelebratingotherthanbeingsadandfightingeachother.nowthismeetingisoverI

hopeyouheardmewhenIsaidnonoise.

Everyonemumbledgettingouttherondavel,MzimelasaidtheymustleaveSizwewith



him.

AtGadlaandBonakele'sroom.bonakelewasstillsobbingcurledupinthebed

GADLA:"why"heaskedgettinginsidetheroom.

BONAKELE:"I'm sorry",hesatnexttoher

GADLA:Bonakelewhydidn'tyoutellme?

BONAKELE:IthoughtIwasdoingtherightthing.

GADLA:forwho?Youorhim?

BONAKELE:I'm sorrymkhize

GADLA:Youshouldhavetoldme.

BONAKELE:(crying)

GADLA:Iknowyoubonakelethere'snowayyoucheatedonme.bonakeleliftedherhead

sittinguplookinghim straighttohiseyes

BONAKELE:(sniffing)you...youknow?.I...

GADLA:ohnkosikaziwamiukwenzeni,(ohmywifewhatdidhedotoyou),hesaid

huggingher

BONAKELE:(crying)Iwantedtotellyou

GADLA:it'sokay

BONAKELE:Ithoughtnoonewasgoingtobelieveme

GADLA:Ibelieveyou,I'm sorryIleftyou,Iwassupposedtobeheretoprotect

you,bonakelewasnowsobbingonhischest,whilehewasrubbingherback.

INTHELIVINGROOM



Allthewomenweregatheredtothelivingroom,othersweretalkingtoeachother,other

werejustquiet.londawalkedinandMalwanderantohim ashedoesn'tknowthe

differencebetweenhim andhisfather(mlondi)

MALWANDE:dada,dada

LONDA:heyboyboy,hesaidliftinghim up,ticklinghim,playingwithhim

MALWANDE:(laughing)

ZODWA:Londathatenoughnow,,he'sgonnagetsick

LONDA:ayboMahthisisamanIwanthim tobestrong

ZODWA:mxm

LONDA:whyareyouallsogrumpy

ZODWA:leaveusalone

LONDA:ayok,I'm actuallyhereformychild,whereisshe?

MANDY:she'sinthatroom thatshe'susingupstairs

LONDA:okletmegoandcheckonher,heleftMalwandewithZodwaandclimbedthe

stairstofindNongcebo.

HeknockedandYarawastheonewhosaidhemustcomein,hewalkedin,sisterswere

huggingeachother.

LONDA:am Iinterruptingsomething?

YARA:nocomeinIwasjustleaving,sheturnedtongcebo"You'llbefineright?

NGCEBO:yeahsisdon'tworry,thenyarawalkedoutleavingLondaandngcebo,Londasat

nexttongcebowhothrewherselftoherdadandstartedsobbing.

LONDA:shhh,itsokay,itsokaybaby.hesaidwipinghereyes

NGCEBO:dadi..soI..Ialsodidn'tknowwhoiwaslikemysister.

LONDA:noyouwereaZuma



NGCEBO:butevenmyfatherdid....

LONDA:looknongceboyourfatherwasbroughtupbyZumaFamily,thatmeansthathis

familytheytookcareofhim whilewecouldn't,hemightbeamkhizebybloodbutHe

wasaZumaandyouwerebornaZumaluckilyyoumetthepeoplewholovedandtook

careofhim trustmebabythatismorespeciallythanmeetingpeoplewhichhealso

didn'tknow.

NGCEBO:soyouthinkhe'sangryIbecameamkhize?

LONDA:Ithinkhe'shappylookbecauseofyou,he'snowfoundhishometoo

NGCEBO:youthinkso?

LONDA:Ofcoursebaby

NGCEBO:Ohh,soyounolongerbemydadbecauseI...Imean

LONDA:what?whywouldyouthinkthat?I'm stillyourdad,noonewilltakeyouaway

from me,ngcebosmiled

NGCEBO:thankyou

LONDA:youdonthavetothankme,lookbabywhatyouheardtodaydoesn'tchange

anything.andpleaseSizwemother(bonakele)don'thateher,I'm sureafterwhatshe

did,shewillexplaintowhyshediditwhenthetimeisrightok?

NGCEBO:(nooding)

LONDA:good,andyoumissMkhizeyouarestuckwithme

NGCEBO:GodwhodidIoffendoo(withNigerianaccent)?

LONDA:(laughing)youcrazy,nowlet'sgodownstairsdontlockyourselfhere

NGCEBO:oky,shegotandworehershoes,Londaputhisarm overhershoulderand

Kissedhercheek

NGCEBO:ewwwdadstop,astheywalkedoutthedoor

LONDA:what?

NGCEBOIdon'tknowwhereyourlipshavebeen

LONDA:aybonongcebohhe(laughing)heperkedherlips



NGCEBO:dadpleaseewwwhatwrongay

LONDA:(laughing)sorrybiggirl

NGCEBO:gladyouseethat,shemumbled

LONDA:whatwasthat?

NGCEBO:nothing

LONDA:Ithoughso,ngceborolledhereyes"LONDA:Ngzokshayanjalonezifaca

sesalukwazi,nongcebobustedoutlaughingeveryonelookedatthem andtheywere

comingdownthestairs

Delisile:yiniumsindoongakaninanobabili(whatupwithsomuchnoiseyoutwo)

LONDA:auntyyoureallyneedaman

DELISILE:what?

LONDA:ngithiSawubona(I'm sayinghi),hesaidrushingoutleavingeveryoneinstitches,

theycouldn'tholdthemselves.

ATMLONDIANDYARA'SROOM

MLONDI:areyouok?

YARA:I'm fine

MLONDI:younotfinemami,youangrybutstillyoudon'twanttoshowit

YARA:.........

MLONDI:whyareyounotshowingyouranger,whyareyousufferingaloneinside?I'm

herebaby,thisisme

YARA:whatdoyouwantmetosay?

MLONDI:Iwantyoutoshoutatme,scream,hitmeifyoulike,don'tbottlethingsupjust

dosomething

YARA:I'm sorry



MLONDI:Idon'twantyoursorrypromisemethatwhenyouandorsadaboutanything

you'lltellme

YARA:(sobbing)oky

MLONDI:I'm notgonnaaskwhyyouangrybecauseIknowwhybutbabyI'm your

partner,wepromisedtobetogetherinsicknessandinhealthrememberthat?,hewiped

hertears

YARA:(nodding)

MLONDI:IthinkafterthisI'm takingyoutoshootingrange

YARA:what?Why

MLONDI:helloyoushouldbehappysothatyoucanshootmewhenyouangry

YARA:(smilling)realyithinkilikeit

MLONDI:aybomamiwhyareyousohappyI'm joking

YARA:noyounot,Iwanttogo

MLONDI:forgetit,

YARA:fineI'm goingtoaskPedrototakeme

MLONDI:hewon'tagreetothat

YARA:Wannabet,sheaskedtakingherphone

MLONDI:finebutim goingtotakeyou,justtoblowsomesteam off

YARA:mmm thatwhyIloveyou,shesaidsittingonhislap

MLONDI:younotgoingtokillmemamiright?

YARA:I'mahavetothinkaboutthatlovelyHubby,nowyourdutiesarecallingyou,I'm

horny",shesaidtakingherclothesoffandshecatwalkedallthewaytothebathroom

doornaked.

MLONDI:"WTF!jesuswhatdidIdo"

YARA:(YELLING)"gettoworkmr

MLONDI:Shit,hecursedtakinghisclothesoffrunningafterhiswife.



ATMORNINGSIDE

TheZikalala'saretryingtosolveThami'ssituation,itbeenanhourtheygoingbackand

forth.

ZIKALALA:thamiwhatIwanttoknowwhydidyouchooseYamkelawhenyouknewyou

stillwantedNdumiso?

THAMI:dadIdidn'tchooseher

MADLADLA:ihheayke

MANGUBANE:Thami!

THAMI:letmefinish,WhatI'm tryingtosayNDUMISOleftmeIdidn'tchooseYAMKELA

YAMKELA:Wow

NTANDO;whatdoyouwanttodo,wecan'tbehereallnight

LUNGA:he'sdivorcingYamkelainordertogetndumisoback

MANGUBANE:what?,usuyahlanyathami(youcrazynowthami)

THAMI:I'm notcrazymahIloveNdumiso

MADLADLA:whereisshe?Wereyouwithherallalong?

THAMI:Idon'tknowwheresheisbecauseshemovedfrom whereshewasstaying

NTANDO:soyou'vebeenmonitoringher,wow

NTOKOZO:doesitevercrossedyourmindthatmaybeshereallydoesn'twantyou,I

meanshedidn'tevenputa1%fightforyourmarriage,doesn'tthatbotheryou?

THANDI:Maybeshemovedon,thamigaveheradeadstare

NTANDO:don'tlookatmywifelikethat

THANDI:Imeanyoujustsaidshemovedfrom heroldplacemaybeshe'smovingon

withherlife



THAMI:Idon'tcareNDUMISOismine,hegotup"IneedsomeAir"hesaidwalkingout

MADLADLA:noyouneedjesus

LUNGA:heneedspsychiatricevaluation

MANGUBANE:don'ttalklikethataboutyourbrother

LUNGA:mah....

MANGUBANE:Shutup.

**NDUMISO**

BeingatOlundihasbeengreat,Ntombihasabeautifullovingfamilyohhbesideher

sisternoziphoshe's...ayIdon'tknowhowtodescribehe,rnextminutesshehotthenext

she'scold.

Herdadisfunnywhilehermotherisverylovingandkind,she'sbeenfeedingmeallkinds

offoodsinceIgothere.apparentlyawomenisnotsupposedtohaveafigure,herwords

notmine.

I'm nowinbedsharingitwithNTOMBItheirhomeisbeautiful,its4room housewiththe

kitchenandlivingroom.

Andtheyhave3rondavelIguessthatwasexpectedmosthomesintheruralareashave

rondavelhouses.

Wedecidedtosleepearlybecausetomorrowwegonnabeupveryearly,ntombiisnow

snoringIthinkthispregnancyistakingtallonhershe'sveryslowandlazy.

ImissLondalikecrazyI'vebeenthinkingaboutcallinghim forthefirsttime,butI'm

hesitantsoonerorlaterI'm goingtohavetocomeoutofthisshe'llim in.sigh.

Itsringing,he'snotansweringmaybehe'sbusyI'm sureth......

LONDA:sthandwasam unjan(mylovehowareyou)



ME:heyI'm goodareyoubusy?

LONDA:illneverbebusyforyou,IwasbusybutnowI'm done,areyougoodIreallymiss

youndu

ME:OhhIwasjustcheckinguponyou,andIdomissyoutoo

LONDA:mmm musictomyearssowhatareyouupto?

ME:I'm abouttosleepnow

LONDA:IwishIwasgoingtosleepnexttoyou

ME:(blushing)

LONDA:AndIknowyoublushingrightnow

ME:Youlying

LONDA:I'm not

ME:ayletmesleepnow

LONDA:ndumiso

ME:Yes

LONDA:minangfunawena(Iwantyou)

ME:(chuckling)onlyfewhoursleftbeforeyouseeme

LONDA:butIwantyounow,howmanyhoursdoyouthinkcantakemetogetthere

ME:(laughing)stopyourealycrazy

LONDA:youturnedmeintothiscrazyman

ME:NoIdidn'tnje

LONDA:fineIcan'twaittoseeyoubbe

ME:metoo

LONDA:youtoowhat

ME:goodnightLonda



LONDA:(laughing)okngyakthandayezwaungphuphe(OkIloveyoudream aboutme)

ME:nothankyouIdon'twantnightmares.

LONDA:Iknewyouhateme,truecolourssurfacingalready

ME:(chuckling)ayboIdonthateyou

LONDA:youloveme?

ME:I'm sleepy

LONDA:I'm horny

ME:aybo

LONDA:(laughing)what?I'm averyhonestmanMadlamini

ME:(chuckling)Londagoodnight

LONDA:okbabysleepandpleasedon'tdropit

ME:droppingwhat?

LONDA:MyHeartYouGotMyHeartbabysopleasedon'tdropit,Iloveyou"justlikethat

hehangeduponme.

NARRATED

Sihle,mtoti,ayandawerewithSizweintherondavelaroundthefire.

Londafinishedtalkingtondumisoandjoinedthem.

LONDA:eita,hesaidgettinginsideandthrowingtothemattressnexttoSizwe

SIZWE:sho

LONDA:howareyoufeeling?

SIZWE:goodIcanfeelmylegsnow



SIHLE:hecanstandonhisownnowandbabMzimelasaidhemustsleephere

LONDA:thatmorelikeit,theyfistbumped

SIHLE:andwenawherewereyou?

LONDA:someofuswehavebeautifulwomanwhomissesourvoicesifyouknowwhatI

mean.

SIHLE:finally

MTOTI:(laughing)madlaminiisdrivingyoucrazyIsee

AYANDA:daddyyouhaveagirlfriend?

MLONDI:Itsabouttime,hesaidgettingin

LONDA:ayboleavemealone

MLONDI:chaphelaubushimilenjefinish,theyalllaughed

SIHLE:IwasstartingtothinkAyandaorSizwewillbringagirlhomebeforeyou

THEM:(LAUGHING)

SIZWE:ayboI'm single

AYANDA:lieryourgirlshavebeenannoyingmeeverydayatschoolasking"Howis

Sizwe,nyawuisSizwe.

SIZWE:youlyingyoutheonewhosedatingthewholeuniversity

SIHLE:aybojunior

LONDA:thathowwedomyboy

MLONDI:aydon'tencouragehim,he'sgonnadieyouthisone

AYANDA:butdadI'm goingtobedoctorayanda

MLONDI:Whateverbutstopfuckinggirlsinmyyard

AYANDA:Dad!

SIZWE:(laughing)SAVAGE,

MLONDI:thatmyhouseIhaveeyesandearseverywhere



MTOTI:howoldareyouguysagain?

LONDA:they19,youwereabouttogetsomeonepregnantmlosoholdyourhorses.

MLONDI:thatenoughwhyarewetalkingaboutsexagaininanancestorshouse?

LONDA:Iwasjustsaying

SIHLE:enoughaboutgirlfriendsbhutiMtotisoyoureadytobeamarriedman

MTOTI:morethanreadybhuti

MLONDI:ntombistoleyourheartbhuti.

MTOTI:"Ungbambeshiqi",theyallburstedoutlaughing

Plzlike,commentandshare
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Mkhize'sBrother'swithbabGadlaandbabMzimelahavebeenontheroadsince3am

becausetheymustarrivebeforethesuncomesoutatULUNDI.

MLONDI:"londa,Londa."heshookhim uptryingtowakehim up

LONDA:"mhmm".

MLONDI:"ayvuka(wakeup)"

LONDA:arewethereyet?

MLONDI:"angaziengikwaziyonjekuthingfunaususelenhlokodolobhayakhoehlombe

lami(Idon'tknow,whatIknowisthatIwantyoutoremovethisCapitalcityofmy

shoulder."hemeanthishead.

LONDA:butIstillwanttosleepmlo

MLONDI:Youcrazythatmywifeplaceifyouhaven'tnoticesuka(move),hesaid

removinghisheadifhisshoulder

LONDA:ahhwifethiswifethat,I'm yourtwinmlohyousupposedtolovememore



MLONDI:Sorryyounotrealymytype

MTOTI:(laughing)youmeanyounotyourtypebhutibecauseyouareone

LONDA:tellhim bhuti,mloletmeplacemyheadonyourlapI'm sosleepy

MLONDI:Yahlanya(youcrazy)

youweresupposedtodrivewithMzimelaandBaba

LONDA:ahhandlistentobabMzimelastoryliesalltheway

GUYS:(Laughing)

MLONDI:storylieswhatisthat?

MTOTI:yoohthatmancantellataleshame.

LONDA:rememberwhenhesaidinhistimehewasdatingwomenlikeYaraonly

MLONDI:(laughing)hesaidthat?

MTOTI:yeshesaidwomencouldn'tresisthim ,theywerealllike"Zimmy,Zimmy".they

allburstedoutlaughingevenNsimbithedriverwaslaughing

MLONDI:ayMzimelaistoomuch

MTOTI:tellmeaboutit,soNSIMBIhowfararewe?

NSIMBI:1h30minutesifI'm notmistaken

MLONDI:thisplaceisfar

LONDA:youcan'twaittoseeherIsee

MTOTI:yesandnoshe'sshowingmeflamesthesedays

MLONDI:pregnantwomanisscary

MTOTI:aybhutikubi(broitsbad)she'salwaysreadytoattack,youknowOwamicalls

hergrumpymommyshe'salwaysangry

MLONDI:(laughing)yoohYarawasbetterthesecondtimehaathefirsttimeIwas

runningaroundlikeaheadlesschickenandshewascryingallthetime,shewouldwant

baconinthemiddleofthenight.

GUYS:(laughing)



LONDA:"ayIdon'tplanongettingsomepregnantanytimesoon"

MTOTI:"kyoksizabhutiay(sticktothatbro,"theycarriedonhavingconversationallthe

waytoUlundi.

ATULUNDI

Anxietyntombiwassonervousit'sliketheyweregoingtosaytheynotcoming

anymore.hermom wokethem upat4:30am ntombiwantedtokillher.

"theyheretheyhere"thatmycousinBukiwewhoserunninginmyroom telling.

NTOMBI:whosehere?

BUKIWE:"ABAKHONGI"(lobolanegotiators)theyhere

NTOMBI:ayboits5:30...

BUKIWE:anditssummerthesunisoutalreadyfinishdressinguppleaseshesaid

runningoutNtombi'sroom

Inthekitcheneveryonehadtheircheeksonthewindowpeepingoutside.Gcinephi

(Ntombi'saunt)wasthebiggestspy.

MASTHOLE:nishoukuthiibonalaba?(areyousayingthatthem),thatwastheneighbor

asking

BUKIWE:ehheangithinababememeza(ofcourseasyoucanhearthem yellingourclan

name)

MASTHOLE:Ayinsizwalezi(yoohtheyaregentlemen)

BUKIWE:awemaimotoabahambangazommm(mm theircars)



MASTHOLE:ezikanokushonkosimpela(youcantellthattheyareexpensive)

GCINEPHI:Bukiweawusukeklelowindiangaznomakoqalaukbonaimotozinhle

yini(bukiwemoveawayfrom thatwindow,Idon'tknowifit'syourfirsttimeseing

beautifulcars)

BUKIWE:aybomahaksizonjeimotoezinhlebabonileABAKHONGI"(Mum thisisnot

aboutcarsdidyouseeabakhongi?)

MASTHOLE:khonanabafanayongathiamawele(2ofthem lookthesameIthinkthey

aretwins)

BUKIWE:nkosyamingtholeoyedwanje(GodifIcangetjustoneofthem)

GCINEPHI:Bukiwe!,ntombiandndumisolaughedgettinginthekitchen

NTOMBI:sorryccbuttheyalltaken,shesaidpeepingthoughthewindowalso

BUKIWE:aybokthiwaikhishwaentombini(theysayyoumusttakehim from hisgirl)

MASTHOLE:hhekaziwawukuzwaphilokho(hheIwonderwheredidyouheardthat

NTOMBI:ndumisocomeandseethis,ndumisostoodnexttoherandtheybothlooked

outside

NDUMISO:ntombino,whatthe...

NTOMBI:yepItoldyouandtrustmeIcan'ttellyouwhoiswhoeather

NDUMISO:I'm shockeday...

MRSBHENGU:ntombisukaniewindiniphindelaniemumvanyohlalaeroomin(move

awayfrom thewindowgobacktoyourroom andsitdown),theybothwentbackto

Ntombi'sroom.

**NDUMISO**

HaveyouevermetsomeonewhoisdoubleIthinkIjustsawmyboyfriendasadouble

ohyesyouheardmeIsaidboyfriend.inevermetpeoplewhoaresoidentical.



NTOMBI:youstillthinkingaboutthem

NDUMISO:ofcoursetheykindofcreepy

NTOMBI:Iknowtheylookboth,Ndumisolookedatntombiandtheyburstedout

laughing

NDUMISO:youmeantheylook2by2

NTOMBI:(laughing)exactlybutdon'tworrymlondihasaweddingbandonhisfingerso

you'llbefine.thenNoziphowalkedin,Iguessshefinallywokeupbecauseshewas

asleepallalong

NOZIPHO:Sanbona

US:hi

ME:Unjan(howareyo?)

NOZIPHO:I'm goodthanks,sontombidoesyourmangetalongwithhisbosses?

NTOMBI:whatdoyoumean?

NOZIPHO:Imeanthebigcar'soutside?,wejustlookedateachotherwithNTOMBI.i

wantedtolaughsohardbutIhadtoholdmyself,ntombitoldtmethathersisterthinks

Mtotiworksasconstructionworker.ntombididn'treplybukiwetoldusthatthefinallylet

them inafteranhourcanyouimagine.iheardNtombilettingoutahugesigh

NDUMISO:stopworryingeverythingwouldbegreat

NTOMBI:Ijustcan'thelpitgirlfriend

NDUMISO:justbegratefulyoustillhaveyourfather

NTOMBI:youright,Icanimaginehim notbeingheremyuncle'sareverygreedybeside

uncleBanzihe'sasweetheart

NARRATED

itsbeen2hourssincetheLobolaNegotiationshavestarted,ntombihasbeencalledto

answerthequestion"Doyouknowthesepeople"



MASTHOLE:ungcolosikmeleabizengampelangathizyasuthalezansizwa(mrBhengu

mustchargethem bigmoneythosegentlemenlooksrich)

GCINEPHI:uNtombiuzeleningakukhohlwalokhouseyisekeni(ntombihasachilddon't

forgetthatshe'sasecondhand)

BUKIWE:aybomahakusholutholokhohawu(mahthatdoesn'tmeananything)

NOZIPHO:auntyisrightImeanherLobolawouldnotbesameasminebecause...she

cutheroff

BUKIWE:(rollinghereyes)"youwereavirgin,ofcoursehowcanweforgetthatwhen

youreminduseveryday.theywereinterruptedbyBanzi(oneofNtombi'suncle)

MrsBhengu:Iseverythingok?

BANZI:I'm heretogetOwamitheywanttoseehim

MrsBhengu:he'soutsideplaying

BANZI:ok,hewalkedoutandcalledOwamiandwentbackwithhim totherondavel

whereNegotiationsareheldat.

NOZIPHO:andnowwhatdotheywantfrom thechild?

GCINEPHI:maybetheydidn'tknowthatshehasachild

MRSBHENGU:theyknow

NOZIPHO:sowhat...

MRSBHENGU:ayweNOZIPHOawukahlesozwaemvakwezingxoxo(noziphostopwill

hearaboutitafterthenegotiations.),shejustwentmuteimmediately.

ATMORNINGSIDE



TheZikalala'sarehavingbreakfast,aftertheywaitedTHAMItocomebackalmostthe

wholenight,theyallendedupspendingthenight.

NTANDO:youknowwhatIdon'tevenhaveanappetiteI'm leaving,hesaidgettingup

ZIKALALA:Sit!,hesatdown"weherebecauseofyourbrotherheneedshelpdon'tyou

seehe'shurting

LUNGA:(chuckling)realybaba?he'shurting?

MANGUBANE:Lunga!

LUNGA:nomahtheproblem hereisthatTHAMIgetawaywitheverything,hemessesup

wecleanedupafterhim,dadsayshe'shurtingrealy,?

NTANDO:lungaisright,ThamidestroyedNdumiso'sliferightinfrontofus,whatdidwe

do?Nothingbecausewewerebusynursinghisfeelingmakingexcusesforhim nowit's

timehemustfaceresponsibilityandconsequencesforhisactions

MANGUBANE:don't..

LUNGA:nomahstopprotectinghim youanddaddidthistohim

YAMKELA:he'srealycrazywhenhethinksthatI'm goingtogivehim divorcelikethat

NTOKOZO:Ithinkyouthecrazyonehere,everyonelookedshockedbythatstatement

YAMKELA:excuseme?

NTOKOZO:youbuiltyourmarriagewithyoursister'stears,didyourealythatwasgoing

tolast?

YAMKELA:ndumisoleftTHAMIonherownIhadnothingt...

THANDI:ohpleaseyourealythoughtyouwereitgirlnje

MADLADLA:sonowyouganginguponher

THANDI:(laughing)itfunnyyoutalkaboutgangingupwhileyoukeptquietwhenyour

favouritedaughtertookoverNdumiso'smarriage.whatkindofamotherareyourealy?

NTOKOZO:areyousurethatyouNdumiso'smotherbecausewhatyoudid

mmm,ndumisomighthavetakenThami'sbetrayalbutyou,shewillneverforgetyou,one



personwhowassupposedtostandbyherside,sidedwithanEnemy

MANGUBANE:Enough,lunga,ntandotakeyourwivesandleave

LUNGA:withpleasuremah,hesaidgettingupfrom thechair."

NTANDO:Iguesstruthhurtslet'sgobaby,hesaidpullingThandibyherhandthey

walkedout

LUNGA:markmywordsthisThami'sobsessionwillnotendwell,staywelltheyalso

walkedleft

MANGUBANE:Don'tlistentothem makotidontgiveuponhim

YAMKELA:buthedoesn'twantmeanymoremah,hecan'tevenlookmeintheeye

MANGUBANE:he'sgoingtocomearoundbepatient

ZIKALALA:ithinkntandoisrightTHAMIisamanheputhimselfinthissituationnowhe

mustgethimselfout,I'm donewithhim.

MANGUBANE:babahowcanyousaythatTHAMIisyourson

ZIKALALA:theyallmysons,butdoyouseethem goingaroundshootingpeoplethey

claim tolove?No,hewalkedoutleavingthethreeofthem inthelivingroom.

ATTHEMKHIZEHOMESTEAD

EveryoneissobbingbesideZodwa,Bonakelejustdroppedabombtoeveryone.

AftershesaweveryonegivinghercoldshoulderincludingherownchildrenHlanzeka

andlondiwewhocouldn'tevenlookherintheeye,shedecidedtocomeclean,theonly

Peoplewhohadnoproblem withherwasYaraandZodwa.

DUDU:whatdoyoumeanMaZakwe?

BONAKELE:WhenGadlawenttoexilebulelanicamebackhere,yourememberhelived

atEasternCapemostofthetime?

ZODWA:Irememberthat.



MANDY:why?

ZODWA:hehatedhisfather,heaccusedhim oflovingMuzimorethanthem,thatwhyhe

decidedtobeBulelani(xhosaname)becausehewentbacktohismotherbirthplaceof

whichisEasternCape

DELISILE:wayeyinjanjaloloyo(Bulelani'swasjustadog)

MENDY:aunty!

DELISILE:aysukavele(whatthatthetruth)

DUDU:kodwamakoti..(

BONAKELE:hesaidtomeifItellanyonehewilltellthecopsaboutGadlawhereabouts,I

wastryingtosavehim

LONDIWE:I'm sorrymom Ididn'tknow

BONAKELE:whenIwas6monthhefoundthatIwaspregnanthetoldmetogetridofit,i

toldhim itswaslatehesaidtomewhenhecomesbackfrom Mozambiqueandfindme

stillpregnanthewilloperatemehimself

ZODWA:ohmyGod

BONAKELE:(Crying)iwassostressedIdidn'tknowwhattodo,Iwentbackhome

becauseIwassosick,Igavebirthtohim prematurelyat7monthIdidn'tthinkhewas

goingtosurvivebuthedid,hewasbeautifulhehaddimplesbutIhadtogivehim away

inordertosavehim

ZODWA:(Smilling)Iguessnongcebogothisdimples

NGCEBO:(SMILLING)

BONAKELE:(smilling)yeahshe'sbeautifullikehim

ZODWA:I'm sorrysisyouwentthroughallthisalonenowomendeservethis

HLANZEKA:(crying)phephisamah

BONAKELE:ican'tbelievehe'sgoneIdidn'tevengetachancetosaysorryIdidn'teven

knowwherehewasbecauseitwasacloseadoption,I'm sorryI...

ZODWA:don'tbesorrysis,lookshepointednongcebo,"hecamebackhome,herevealed

himselftoyou,thisishim showingyouthatyouhismom,hesawyourcriesabouthim



thatwhyheledhisseedhere.nowit'stimetocelebratefinallyyoufreenooneisgoing

tojudgeyou

DUDU:she'srightmakotidon'tbesadhemightnotbehereanymorehereisyour

consolation

BONAKELE:MaGarciathankyou,I'm sorryforeverythingIsaidtoyou

YARA:it'sokmah

BONAKELE:noit'snotokIaccusedyouofmanythingI'm sorry

YARA:allisforgivenwejustgladyougoingtobeokaynow

BONAKELE:nongceboI'm sorryIdidn'tmeantodumpyourfathercircumstancesforced

me

NGCEBO:it'sokGogoit'sok,thehugged,everyonejoinedthem forabiggrouphug

ZODWA:seelet'sstopjudgingapersonwithouthearinghis/herreasonsbehindhis/her

decisions,Nowomendeservestoberapedandforcedtoabortorgiveawaytheir

kids.pleaselet'spray,theyallprayedtogethereventheDragonDelisile.

SIHLE:AMEN!,hesaidwalkingin

ZODWA:yaphapha(youveryforward)

SIHLE:manglambilemina(mahI'm hungry)

DUDU:aybowhenareyougettingmarried

SIHLE:awuanti(auntyplease)

DUDU:"dontkawuantila,wakewaybonaindodaenamasendeahlazaizokhalelaukudla

kumawayo".(don'tauntymehere,haveyoueverseenamanwithblueballsbusycrying

forfoodtohismother?),everyoneburstedoutlaughin

SIHLE:(laughing)auntykodwayinayothinghambe(auntystoplet'smego)

ZODWA:duduawuyekeumtanamidoti(duduleavemychildalone)

DUDU:"WeeayIgiveup,mtananami,mtanamionentshebemxm,Avubatetesa,"(ayIgive

up,mychild,childwithabeardmxm yourealyspoilingthem)



Zodwarolledhereyesandpulledsihlebyhandgoingtothekitchenarea.

ATULUNDI

ntombijustrecievedacallfrom Mtoti

NTOMBI:hello

MTOTI:"mamakhenglambile"(MamakheI'm hungry)

NTOMBI:howareyou?didn'tyoueatatyourhome?

MTOTI:thatnotthewaytoansweryouhusbandMrsMkhize

NTOMBI:babyI'm sonervousitsbeen3hoursnowKantiwhatwrong

MTOTI:worrynomorebabyyouminenowtheyjustfinished

NTOMBI:what?Youmean..(smilling)

MTOTI:Exactlythatmamah,IseeaboycomingtowardsthiscarIthinkhe'sheretoget

me,babydon'tforgettodishupmorefoodformebye,hedroppedthecall.ntombi

chuckled

INTHEBHENGULIVINGROOM

Banzigotinsidesingingasong"ULOBOLILEUKHABAZELASEKUNGCONO

NINGISHADISEMAMA"(KhabazelahaspaidtheLobolaIthinkyoumustgetmemarried)

BANZI:kikizaniBomama,kikizanibomama(mother'spleaseululate),mrsBhenguand

MASTHOLEululated

NOZIPHO:howdiditgo,wedon'twanttoululatefornothing

BANZI:what?Where'sNtombishe'snotsupposedtoherethis



GCINEPHI:awuawukhulumeBanzi(banzispeakupman)

BANZI:uzishayeZonkezaphelelakwangasalanesenti(hepaidtheLobolainfull)

EVERYONE:What?

BANZI:ayaningizwakahlengithiminabakhipheamalobolokaOwamikuqalaaphelela

a....(theypaidforOwamiinfullfirstthen

NOZIPHO:ini?(what?)

BANZI:NglindengiqedengithiminakinibakhoKheyonkintoNgishukuthyngenyanga

ezayokuzaizibizo(letmefinish,I'm sayingtoyoutheypaideverything,nextmonththey

comingbackfor"Umembeso")

GCINEPHI:akazengizwekthiwaintombiikiqedwengelanga

BANZI:16wezinkomo(16cows)

BUKIWE:ohmyGoduyenausbariloya(isthatourgroom),theyallrushedtothe

window,everyonewasamazedtoseeNtombi'sbuffbigtallhusbandwhileNTOMBIis

justasmallbodiedwoman

MASTHOLE:wadlaNTOMBIawusyakbongela(congratsNTOMBIwehappyforyou

BUKIWE:Wow

NOZIPHO:soumm yousaytheypaid...

BANZI:wabanjwaamalimumshanaewengishonjalo(whatwrongmyniece,I'm saying

that.

MASTHOLE:Iguessit'stimetocallNTOMBIsothatshecanservethem?

BANZI:kunjalongobangathibayaphuthumaengathibayahlabaleekhayaand

sengmenyiweungbonanje,hesaidthatwithasmink

BUKIWE:dlalamalume(gouncle)theyhighfived

BANZI:Kunjaloingathiithingzolandwaimotolaksasaekseniphindeingbuyisefuthi

ehhe(whatIheardisthatthecarwillpickmeupfrom heretomorrowmorningandbring

mebackintheafternoonyeah).

yeyuphiUntombiakenimbizekengixhawule,ntombiappearedwithasmile



NTOMBI:makume(uncle

BANZI:bambalaNkosazane,heshookherhand,ntombitearsrandownhercheeks

NTOMBI:thankyouuncle

BANZI:ayasisakhalimanjemshanasyajabulaskhathisokukhalasesadlulausebenzile

ntombi,(nomorecryingnowmyniecethattimepassedalongtimeago,itstimetobe

happynowyoudidwell)hehuggedher

theywereallhappyforNTOMBIeventhousomeofthem theywerefakingit.

ThenNtombi,NdumisoandBukiwewenttoservefoodtothem.

theywereadvisedtokneeldownwhenservingthem.butbabgadlarefusedtoletthem

tokneeldown.

NTOMBIservedMtoti,whilebukiweservedbabMzimelaandBabGadlaandNdumiso

wasservingthecreepytwins,shewassonervous,astheywerebothlookingatherwith

ahugesmilesshethatconfusedhermore

MLONDI:SawubonaMadlamini.

NDUMISO:(smilling)yebo(hello)

LONDA:unjanmasibalikhulu

NDUMISO:(smilling)ngyaphila(I'm good)

MTOTI:FinallyIgettoseeyounotaman,Ndumisochuckledandrushedout

GADLA:yayinhlelentokazi(thatwomanisbeautiful

MLONDI:(shakinglonda'shand)thatwhatI'm talkingaboutmanshe's100

LONDA:Kantingubanimina(whoam i)heaskedwipingnonexistingdustonhis

shoulder

MTOTI:shameshewassoconfused



MLONDI:shelooklikeshe'ssoshy

LONDA:sheisIthoughtyarawasshybutshe'sworse

MTOTI:yougoingtocorrupther

LONDA:sengiqalile(I'vestartedalready

MLONDI:(Laughing)Ifeelforher

GADLA:aynyazkhethelabafanabami(yousurelycanchoosemyboys)

MLONDI:ishowedthem thewaybaba

LONDA:yeahsowehavetokeepup,theywereenjoyingthefoodtoomuchthatLonda

askfortheseconds.

HOURLATERATTHEKITCHEN

BUKIWE:Ntombi,noziphosaidSbariisaconstructionworkerareyousure?

NTOMBI:He'snotaconstructionworker,Isaidhe'sinconstruction

NOZIPHO:aswhat?

BUKIWE:wooh,youmeanhe'stheboss

NTOMBI:exactly,shesaidlookingNOZIPHO

GCINEPHI:akenihambeniyokhiphaabakhwenyana(goandseeabakhongiout)

NOZIPHO:asambenianizwayin(let'sgoareyoudeaforwhat),shesaidrushingout

BANZI:HaaUlakalwabaphansi(yoohangerfrom ancestors),everyonelaughed

Theladieswenttosee"ABAKHONGI"out

MLONDI:madlaminiareyouok?



NDUMISO:yeahI'm good

MLONDI:ngbonauthuleengathiudukelweisoka(yousoquietlikeyoulostyouman)

LONDA:stopitman

NDUMISO:(smilling)noit'snotthat,itjustthatyouguysgivemecreeps

LONDA&MLONDI;(laughing)wesorry,theysaidthatinunison

NOZIPHO:aykeyouevenfinisheachother'ssentences

LONDA:(Smilling)butitseasytodifferentiateusI'm theinnocentone

MLONDI:yeahwenotthesameatallI'm theMarriedone

NDUMISO:(frowning)wowI?

LONDA:ouchI'm hurtrealyhurtyouthoughtmlondiwasme,Ndumisonoddedandthey

alllaughed

MLONDI:don'tworryIunderstandMadlaminiI'm thehandsometwinvele

NOZIPHO:itsfunnythemoreyoutrytosayyounotthesame...

BUKIWE:youlookmoreandsoundmorethesame

NOZIPHO:exactly,LondawasnowwalkingnexttoNDUMISO

LONDA:(whispering)sthandwaSam(mylove)

NDUMISO:(blushing)hey

LONDA:(whispering)ngyakthandaumuhle(Iloveyou,youbeautiful

NDUMISO:(smilling)ngyabongayoulookhandsometoo

LONDA:youthinkI'm handsomerealy?

NDUMISO:(smilling)no

LONDA:(laughing)OkI'lltakethefirstanswer,theybothchuckled



NtombiandMtotiwerefollowingthem behind

MTOTI:unjan?,hesaidstealingaperkonmylips

NTOMBI:(smilling)babystopwejustoutsidethegate

MTOTI:ImissedyouMamakhe

NTOMBI:metoo.

MTOTI:IloveyouI'm sohappyyouguysarefinallymine

NTOMBI:I'm happyweareyourstoolovethankyou

MTOTI:youlookbeautifulMrsme

NTOMBI:(blushing)thankyou

MTOTI:Ihaveasupriseforyou

NTOMBI:oky,whereisit?

MTOTI:inyourroom ontopofyoubed

NTOMBI:how..?

MTOTI:Ihavemyways,IloveyouNTOMBINTOMBI

NTOMBI:(smilling)IloveyoutooKhabazela,afterthatthemkhize'sleft,ohandOwami

leftwiththem becausehewascryinglikehell,wantingtogowithhisdaddy,Mtoti

insistedthathe'sleavingwithhim,hesaidhecan'tleavehissoncryinglikethat.Then

theyleftwithhim.

BUKIWE:theysuchagoodfamily.

MrsBhengu:SoOwamileftuslikethat

BUKIWE:yoohhewantedhisdaddyla

NTOMBI:thatwasblackmail,heknewMtotican'tleavehim behindoncehestartscrying

NOZIPHO:he'sspoilinghim

BUKIWE:butOwamiisveryrespectful



NTOMBI:thankyou,sheleftthem goingtoherroom,whenshegotherroom shefounda

beautifulbasketwithallherfavouritegoodies

InthemiddleofitthewasaAringandnotewritten:

"WITHTHISRINGIDECLAREYOUASTHEOWNEROFMYHEARTAND

MASHAYABHUQEUNTILDEATHDOUSAPART"

Plzlike,shareandcomment

[8/9,14:19]+263772440078:INSERT#12

NARRATED

Itsmondyafternoon.

Afteraddinganotherwifeintotheirclanandhavingceremony,theheavyrainconfirmed

it,theceremonywassuccessful,itwastimeforthemkhize'stogobacktotheirnormal

dailyroutine.

**NTOMBI**

"Itsbeautiful"

Thatmyfathercomplimentingmyring,thatIhavebeenstareingatfor..onlygodknows.

ME:"thankyoubaba"

Hesatdowninacouchoppositeme

BHENGU:"thisrainisbadntombintombi"

He'srightitsrainingratherheavily

ME:"atleastthere'snolighting"



Hesmilling,helooklikehejustrememberedsomething

BHENGU:Irememberhowyouusedtohidebetweenmylegswhentherewas

thunderstorm

ME:haababaI'm stillscaredevennow

He'sstillsmilling.

seewhenweweregrowingupmeandnoziphoweweredaddiesgirls.Butwhenmy

sisterturned14shestartedbeingrebelliousshewouldtalkbacktoourparents

speciallymydad,myheartwouldbleedafterseingmysisteractinglikethat.tocutthe

storyshortshelefthomeandwenttolivewithmyaunt,Iwastheonlyoneleftathome,i

thinkmeandmydadgrewmoreclosertogetherbutallthatchangedafterthatdayof

myattack.

IrememberhiswordswhenIwaslyingattheHospital"NTOMBINTOMBIIDON'T

THINKI'LLEVERBEABLETOLOOKYOUINTHEEYEMYCHILD,IM SORRYI

SHOULD'VEBEENTHEREASYOURFATHERTOPROTECTYOUIFEELLIKEIFAILED

YOU"

Hewasrightsincethatdayheneverlookedmeintheeye.hestillcalledtocheckonme

buthe'snotthesameafterthathelosteverythinghisjobbecausetheysaidhewasn't

concentrating,heoperatedmachineintheminebythewayweallknowthatneed

concentration.hesoldallhislivestockbecausehesaidhehasnoenergytotakecareof

itanymore.Welosthim,helosthimselfinallinallIlosthim mydadmybestfriend.

BHENGU:"yourfriendseem likeagoodgirl."

He'stalkingaboutndumiso,talkingaboutthatonehermancametofetchherhimselfhe

saidhecouldn'twaittoseeher,heissoinloveI'm happyformyfriend.

ME:sheisbabaandshehasagoodhearttoo.

BHENGU:Engathiuzobaumalokazanewakamkhizenayemaduzenje(itslooklikeshe's

goingtobeamkhizebridesoonalso)

ME:(smilling)what'smakeyouthinkthatbaba?

BHENGU:"thewaythatmkhizeboylooksatheryoucanseethelovehehasforher"

Ican'tbelieveI'm talkingaboutrelationshipswithmyfather

ME:sobabaIwasthinkingormorelikeaskingwhatareyougoingtodowithaLobola



money?

BHENGU:thatyourmoneyntombintombitogetyoumarried.

ME:aybabathatyourmoneydon'tworryaboutmywedding

BHENGU:ntombintombiyouknowyoustillhavetobuygiftsforthemkhize'sfor

"UMEMBESO"(giftexchangeceremony)?

ME:IknowbababutlikeIsaidthatyourmoney,Iwantyoutouseitdon'tworryabout

anythingIwillsorteverythingout

BHENGU:butwhatwillIdowithallthatmoneymychild?Idon'tevendeserveallthat....

ME:youdeserveitbabaallofit,takethemoneyandgetyourlifebackbaba

BHENGU:........

ME:babathisisme,rememberyourgirlfrom 5yearsback?

He'slookingatme,it'slikehe'ssearchingsomethinginmyeyes,yesfinallyhe'slooking

meintheeye

BHENGU:you..this...

Hegottearsinhiseyes

ME:IneverwentanywherebabaIwasalwayshere,butyouleftme(sniffing)

BHENGU:"theytookyouawayfrom me"

Hisvoiceisbreaking

ME:nobabatheydidn't,theytookyouawayfrom me

BHENGU:I'm sorry

ME:allinthepastbaba

BHENGU:IwantedtobethereforyoubutIdidn'tknowhow

Onetearrandownhischeek

ME:Iremembereverysinglecallbaba,Iappreciatedeverysinglecallyougaveme

Wehugging,thismyfatherhischestisstillwarm likethelast5yearsago,I'm home



BHENGU:"wheredoIstart"

Thatquestioncameoutaswhisper

Iremovemyselffrom hisembrace

ME:onlyyoucananswerthatbaba

IsaidgettingupandIwalkedtowardsmyroom

BHENGU:"ntombintombi"

ME:"baba"

BHENGU:youthinkIcangetahorsenow?

He'sshowinghisteeth,I'm happy

ME:(smilling)onlyjustbecauseI'm leavingsoIguessit'sfinenow"

Mydadalwayswantedahorsebutthatoneofthemostscariestanimaltome,Imean

thatthingIsfastIalwaysfeltlikeit'sgoingtocrushme.

BHENGU:yourealygettingmarriedQakala(ankle)

ME:baba!

He'slaughingheknowsIhatethatnickname.

ApparentlywhenIwasingradeoneoneofmyteacheraskedmetodescribemybody

partstheysayIcalledeverything",QAKALA"thathowIgotthename.

BHENGU:what?justbecauseyougoingtobemarriedtosomeonedoesn'tmeanyouno

longermyQ.....

Igavehim astare

BHENGU:daughtermybeautifuldaughter

Webothchuckled,andIlefthim withasmile.

**NDUMISO**



ME:ireallyneedtopee

Isaidthatafterseingthatweapproachinganotherultra

LONDA:youcanpeeonmyleatherseatsbabyit'sfine.

igavehim astare,hechuckled

LONDA:(smiling)finefine

Heswayedhiscarin.

Ididn'twaithim toopenthedoorformeIjustranout.youknowthatfeelingofreleaving

yourselfafterholdingforsolong?

Ijustfoundhim outsidethecartalkingtohisfone,

LONDA:"nxputhim onaspeaker.....Sihleareyoucrazy?

Ican'theresihle'sanswer

"IwantmychildhomesafeifnotI'llfuckyouupbigtimenx"

Hehangedup,he'srealymad

ME:everythingok

He'sfuming

LONDA:itssihleyouknownongcebocalledmescreamingsayingsihleisracing

someoneontheroad,shesoundedsoscared.

ME:thatnotgood

LONDA:he'slaughingIdon'tevenknowwhyhe'sdrivingsihledoesn'tdriveheraces

he'ssoworkedupbythis

ME:okwecangonow

LONDA:yeahyou...eashIevenforgottoaskyouifyouneedanythingbabe

ME:NoI'm fine

LONDA:"I'llbeback"

Heleftmeandwentinsidetheconvenientstore



Hecamebackwithsomesnacksincludingorangejuiceandbiltongmyfavourite.

ME:thankyou

Heraisedhislefteyebrow

LONDA:pleasure

ME:soisitsafetoeathereImeanIwouldn'twanttobeintroublebecauseI'vestained

your"leatherseats

LONDA:(Chuckling)sarcasm doesn'tsuityoubabe

Weontheroadagain

ME:butI'm askingarealquestionhere

LONDA:thisisyourcaralsosoifthere'scoackrochesrunningaroundpeoplewouldlook

atyounotme

ME:aybowhywouldtheylookatme?

LONDA:becauseawifetakescareofherhusband

ME:butyounotmyhusband

LONDA:IknowbabyI'm morethanthat,I'm yourking

ME:(Smilling)whogaveyouthattitlebecauseIdidn't

LONDA:"yourheart,andyoursmileconfirmsit."

Thewegoagainhealwayssayslittlethingsthatmakemelosemyabilitytospeak

ME:(blushing)

LONDA:(smilling)andshe'sblushing

ME:sohowwastheceremony?

LONDA:changingtopicthereIsee,whatcanIsaylotofthingshappened.

ME:goodorbad?

LONDA:goodI'llsaygoodlikefindingoutthatnongceboisrealyamkhize.

ME:what?



Yeahhedidtellmeaboutadoption.

LONDA:turnsoutherbiologicalfatherwasoneofusbuthewasgivenaway.

ME:wowsohowdidnongcebotakethisnews?

LONDA:confusedlikeeverybody,butIassuredherthatnothingisgoingtochangeshe's

stillmine.

ME:Ahhthatsweetyourealyloveher

LONDA:weloveeach,Imeanshemakesmefeelgoodaboutmyself,sheembracesthat

I'm herfather.

ME:ahhlookatyou

LONDA:(Smilling)youknowtheyarelittlethingsshedoesthatboostmyego

ME:likesnitchingonyourbrotheraboutthewayhedrives.

He'slaughing

LONDA:"Exactly,Imeanshehasahabitofincludingmetoeverythingshedoes,you'll

findthatmaybeI'm inFrancebutstillshewouldsendmetextslike"dadImissyouand

I'm tryingtofindmyshoeandIcan'tfinditcomebackandhelpmelookforit,"

ME:youhaveagoodfatheranddaughterrelationship

LONDA:she'shumble,veryrespectfulandveryfocused.enoughaboutmybabyhowwas

Ntombi'sfamily

ME:beautifulfamilyhermotherwasfeedingmeeverynowandthenorbesidesher

sistershe'sveryweird

LONDA:weirdhow?

ME:Idon'tknowlikeshe'sjealousofNTOMBIIdon'tknow

LONDA:she'scrazyshewassupposedtobehappythatherlittlesister

ME:trustmeshewasnot

LONDA:she'llcomearound

ME:accordingtontombishehasbeenlikethatforyears



LONDA:mmm

ME:sodoyouandyoursiblingsgetjealousofoneanother?

LONDA;notreallyumm..weallgetalongbutwhenwegrewupIwasjealousofmlondi?

ME:yourtwinwhy?

LONDA:Ithoughtthathewantedtobeinfrontineverything,untilIrealizedthat

everythinghedid,hediditforbothofusheknewhisstrengthheknewhewasstronger

thanmeattheendofthedayitwasneverlike"MlondididthisButitwasalwaysMlondi

andLondaallthetime.

ME:ishe...Imeanstrongerthanyou?

LONDA:IbelievesoIgetsick,whenhe'ssick,butnothinghappenstohim whenI'm sick.

He'sbeenthroughworsebutstill

ME:wowIhearhim andhiswifeareliketwins

LONDA:Idon'twanttodescribeittoyou,you'llseeitbyyourselfnextweek,itweirdvery

creepy

ME:ohmaybeyoujealousbecauseyoulostatwin

LONDA:maybe

Webothlaughed,thensomethingclickedonmymind

ME:waitwhatdoyoumeanIwillseethem nextweek.

LONDA:didIsaythat?NoIthinkitwasjusttoungeslippery

thatwasweirdbutIdecidedtobrushitoff

ME:Thislooksbeautiful

Ithasjuststartedraining

LONDA:rain?

ME:yeah

LONDA:Inoticedyouveryfascinatedbyit

ME:very



LONDA:Ihopeonedayyou'llbeabletolovemelikeit.

ME:"don'tbeacrybaby"

Hetookmyhand

LONDA:"I'm yourbabyhawu"

YesIam,hekissedmyhand

ME:"focusonaroad

LONDA:yesmem.

NARRATED

THAMI:whatareyousayingexactly

GUY:manIreallythinkshemovedon,andhernumbersaysItdoesn'texist.

THAMI:NO!

GUY:otherthingshejustgothiredatsomeMhlangaPrivateHospital

THAMI:What?Howdidthathappen?

Heroared

GUY:Idon'tknowIthoughtyousaidyoumessedupwithherrecord's

THAMI:Idid..I...Fuuuuuck!

GUY:"sowhatareyougoingtodo?

THAMI:Idon'tknowfindhernewaddressforme

GUY:yougoingtoherplaceagain?

THAMI:IhavenootheroptionmanIhavetoseeher

GUY:"mmm okI'llgetyouheraddress"

THAMI:"dothatmanandIneeditfast.



Heemphasizedthe"fast"part

THAMI:"Ihopeshe'snotdatinganyonebecauseI'm gonnasmokethatfool"

Theguygotscaredbecauseofhisexpression

ATYARAANDMLONDI'SHOUSE

Thecouplejustarrivedattheirhome,theywerefollowedbysihle.

MLONDI:ayboudukile(areyoulost)?

SIHLE:don'tbeforwardI'm hereforSam's(chef)foodsoplease

MLONDI:youmeanmyfood

Sihlelefthim andwenttothekitchenandyarawastherewithSam,hegreetedsam

SIHLE:makoti

Sam wentout

YARA:hey

SIHLE:youlooksotired

YARA:Ineedbodymassage

SIHLE:andIneedfood

YARA:helpyourself

SIHLE:youthebest

YARA:Iknowyoumeanthefoodnotme

SIHLE:(laughing)yousaidit

Theybothlaughed

YARA:I'vebeenmeaningaskhowisZama?



SIHLE:she's..she'sgoodIguess

YARA:whatdoyoumeanyouguess?

SIHLE:Ihaven'ttalktohersinceThursday

YARA:whatwhy?Imeandon'ttellmewhybut...

SIHLE:wehadafight,thethingisshe'sveryinsecureandsheaccusedmeofsomething

YARA:I'm surethatyourdoings,Whatdidyoudowhyissheinsecure?

SIHLE:ayboIdidn'tdoanything.

YARA:Idon'tbelieveyou

SIHLE:howistellingherthatIwasinlovewithyou......

YARA:youdidwhat?WhyImeanwhy?

SIHLE:Shewasinlovewithme,ItoldherthatIwasn'trightforherbecauseIwasstillin

lovewithyou

YARA:wowsodoyoublameher?thatwhyshehatesme

SIHLE:ButIwasbeinghonesttoher

YARA:thatdoesn'tmatterinhereyesI'm justthatwomanwhowasblockingyoufrom

lovingher

SIHLE:whatbutthatnottrue.IassuredherthatI'm overyouwhenweofficiallystarted

dating.ieventoldherthatyouguysaregettingmarriedI....

Shecuthim off

YARA:wooohwoohwaityoumentionedmegettingmarried?

SIHLE:yeahI....

YARA:ohmyGodshestillthinkyounotoverme,yousaidyouovermejustbecauseI

wasgettingmarried.youwerenotsupposedtoincludemegettingmarriedinyour

speechbro

SIHLE:damn

YARA:wow



"AREYOUREALLYOVERHER"

heaskedwalkingtowardshim

SIHLE:IswearbroswearIloveZama

MLONDI:"Goodnowgoandfixyourrelationship"

sihletookhiskeysandrushedout.

MLONDI:areyouok?

YARA:I'm justtired

MLONDI:"wantmetogiveamassage"?

Heliftedhertothekitchencounter

YARA:"thatwouldbelovelythingtorecieverightnowbaby"

Theystartedkissing

AYANDA:ahhguysgetaroom

MLONDI:isaidmoveoutplease

AYANDA:mom

YARA:mlondidon'tplaylikethat

MLONDI:nxpartypooper

Theylaughedathim

Heclimbedthestairssulking

I'm sureyouwonderwhyayandaandothersstilllivesathome,therealreasonisthat

theysayiftheylivealonetheirparentswillbetheirfacemorethantheyarethattheystill

livewiththem.

ATSIHLE'SHOUSE

Hejustparkedhishouseoutside,Zamahearditbutdecidednottogetexcitedafter



theirfight.

Sihlewalkedinandfoundhersittinginalounge.

SIHLE:Hi

ZAMA:hey

SIHLE:yougood?

ZAMA:yeahandyouhowwasyourtrip?

Heplacedhiskeysonthetableandsatdownnexttoher

SIHLE:Imissedyou

Shefrownedthatnottheanswershewasexpecting

ZAMA:youdid?

SIHLE:yeahI'm sorryIswitchedmyphoneoff

ZAMA:Ohh

SIHLE:ZeeIloveyou

ZAMA:I'm sorryIaccusedyouof..

SIHLE:HeylistenI'm overthat,zeeIloveyouI'm overyaraisweartomymother'slife

ZAMA:iknowIthinkIjustgotintimidatedbyyaraandIdevelopedthishateand

SIHLE:babylookIthinkI'm theonetobeblamedforthat,IthoughtIwasbeinghonest

withyoubecauseIwantednosecretbetweenus,I'm sorrythatcameoutverywrong,I

loveyouonlyyou.Yaraisjustpartofmyfamilyourfamilybecauseyoumyfamilytoo.so

pleaseforgivememangwane

ZAMA:I'm sorrytoo

Shehuggedhim

SIHLE:Iwantustostartafresh,let'sfocusonusjustthetwoofusok?

ZAMA:oky,IguessIhavetogoandapologizetoyara



Hedidn'tdisputethatbecausehedidn'twanthertoknowthattheyweretalkingabout

her

SIHLE:IthinkthatagoodIdea

Hesaidparkingherforehead

ZAMA:ok,soUngphathelileinyama(sodidyoubringmemeat)

SIHLE:aybobengingaziamaRastaaseyayidlayininyama(Ididn'tknowthatRasta'scan

eatmeatnow)

ZAMA:awu

SIHLE:ngyadlalabbengikphathelileinhloko(I'm jokingIbroughtyoutheheadmeat)

ZAMA:aybobabeinhlokopho(what?theheadthou)

Theybothlaughed

SIHLE:ayboKantibufunainqina?(ohyouwanteditfoot)

ZAMA:BABE!

SIHLE:(laughing)I'm jokinghawulet'sgofetchitinmycar

Zamagotupexcitedly

Sihlesmiledlookingatherexcitedlikeababytheyheldeachothershandandwalked

out.

Likeshareandcomment


