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Lovedoesnotneedtobeperfectitjustneeds

tobereal.Thisstoryembarksonajourneyof

twofortunatelovers,MisokuhleMimiDubeand

ZwelikhathebantuSizweMahlangu.Misokuhle

isaquiteandasimplefemalethatlivesan

ordinarylifejustlikeanyotherfemalefigurebut

thatallchangedwhenshediscoverssomething

aboutherprincecharmer'slifethatwill

transform herlifestyleforalifetime.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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PolokwaneissuchabusycitybutIguessitis

notlikeJohannesburgbecausefrom whatI

haveheardfrom myfriendsthatlivetherenow

theysayitisthemostbusycitybecauseitis

thecityofgold,hugeandamazing.Itisfilled

withjobopportunities.Ihaveneverbeenthere

butIpromisemyselfandmyyoungerbrothers

togothereoneday.FornowIam stillin

PolokwanelivingmylifethewayGodhas

plannedit.

MynameisMisokuhleMimiDube,25yearsold

andahustler.Iam aparttimecashierinThe

RoyalattheSavannahmall.Isohatethisjob

butIhavenochoicebecauseIneedthemoney,

Ialsoworkatthefillingstationfornightshifts

onlyonweekendswhichissotiringattimes.



WellIguessIshouldn'tcomplainbecausethey

arepeoplewhodon'thavejobsbecauseofthe

4thindustrialrevolutionsoIshouldbehappy

forwhatIhave.IliveinTzaneenwithmy

grandmother,troublesomeuncleandmytwo

youngerbrothers,VusimuziandMduduzi,they

aretwins,15yearsofageandverynaughty.Our

parentsliveinJohannesburgbecauseofwork

butsincetheyleftwhenIwas11yearsoldthey

nevercamebackbutIalwaysprayandhope

thatonedaytheywillcomethroughmyroom

doorandsay"Mimiweareback"thatishowmy

fatherusetocallme...........nowheisinmy

endlessdreams.

Ididcompletemyhighschoolwhichis

somethingrareinmyfamily.Mygrandmother

wassohappybecauseIam thefirstpersonin

myfamilytocompleteschoolandevengoto

university.Igotmydegreeinbusiness



managementandsinceforeverIhavealways

wantedtobecomeabusinesswomanandI

decidedtomakethatdream cometruebygoing

touniversity.Aftermystudiesgrandmotherlost

herjob.Sheusetoworkasacleaneratsome

whiteman'shousebutthenshelostthatjob

becausesheusetosteelfoodforus.Afterthat

incidentbecauseofthisisasmallworldthe

newsgottoeverybody'searsthenshebecame

unemployedsincefrom thatdaybutIam glad

thatshenevergotarrested.Iontheotherside

hadnocapital/moneytostartmybusinessso

whatIdidwastoworktwojobsandprovidefor

myfamilywhichiswhatIam currentlydoing.

18:00Iam alreadyatthefillingstationand

readytowork.MrReddyisstandingbythe

counterwaitingforus,thepeoplewhowillbe

workinganightshifttosignintoshowthatwe

werepresentonthatday.



"MissDubeIseethatyouareearly"hesays

"Asalwayssir"Isay

"Iloveyourenthusiasm andthatmakesus

moremoney.Keepitup"

Wow!That'ssonicetostartmynightshift

"Thankyousirandhaveagoodnight"Isay

withasmilewalkingout

IgotoutanddidwhatIam specializedatwhich

istosmile,greet,provideaserviceandfarewell

forsafedriving.Otherpeopleleavetipsformy

smile,Idon'tblamethem everywhereIgo

peoplelovemysmilebecauseofmydeep

dimplesthatarenoticeable.Ilovethem too,

grandmothersaysIlookmorelikemymother



speciallyasIhavegrownolder.

AfterworkIwalktothetaxirank.Itissorainy

butIhadnoplanBthantowait.Theywereguys

smokingweednexttomewhichIhatedthe

smellofweedbecauseitsmellslikeurineoris

itbecauseitisraining.........mmmm Iwonder.

MinuteslatertheywasagreenCorsathat

stoppednexttotheshopandatall,dark,not

muscularbutthinwithbrown,Chineseeyesguy

walkedoutofthecar.

"Legendhowisit?"Theguysnexttomegreets

him

"Iam good"hesayswithadeepbase

Ikeptonstaringathiseyes.TheyisnothingI

enjoythanstaringwhatIam notuseto.Hehad



agoldteethathisleftteethandanothersliver

teethatthesamesidebutatthebottom.He

sawthatIam staringbutnevermindedmeat

all.Youcouldtellthathewasthosefamous

boysinthehoodforallthebaddoings,judging

from hisoutfitwhichissocolorful,expensive

labelsandpricetags.

"SowearegoingtoZabAna'shouseparty

tonight"hesayswithexcitementwhiledancing

"Yeswearesoyougoingtogiveusaleftright?"

Theotherguyasks

"IwillseeaboutthatbecauseIam stillgoingto

eatsomepussylateron"

Didhejustsaythat?Someguysdon'thave

respectwhospeckslikethatinpublic.



WhenIsawataxistopIimmediatelywalkedoff

withouthesitationbecauseifIstandanylonger

Iwillbetherenexttargetedtopic.

08:00Iwashomeandmybrothersand

grandmotherwerealreadypreparedtogoto

church.NomatterhowtiredIam Iwillnever

misschurchbecausethatiswhereIfeelsafe

andfree.PlusIam alsosinginginthechurch

choirsoIcan'tmisschurch.

"Pleasewaitformetobath"Isay

"Nogreetingsyoujustcomeinmyhouseand

instructuswhattodo"

"Sorrygrandmother"Isaystillwalkingtothe

bathroom

TodayIwillbathwithcoldwater,itwillhelpme



tostayupatchurch.AfterIgotdressedinmy

whitebodyhuggingdresswithmywhiteflat

shoes,combedmyshorthair.

"Iam ready"IsaytakingmyBibleandhandbag

"Finallyshecame"Mduduzisays

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Heisthefatandtalkativetwin.Healways

bossesVusimuziaroundbecauseheissoquiet

andthintoo.Theysoclosewhichissomething

Iloveaboutthem.Vusimuziisanobsessed

cleanerjustlikemeandourotherbrother,

Mduduzinevercleansorhelpsaroundthe

houseallhedoesiseatandsleeporgoout

withhisfriendsandcomebacklate



"Don'texaggerate"Isay

"Ohpleaseeveryoneknowsthatyouarealways

late"hesays

Igivehim adeathstareandhelaughs.

EveryoneathomefindsmydeathstaresfunnyI

don'tknowwhy.

"GrandmotherwecangobeforeIhitsomeone

sobad"Isay

Theylaugh

"Granddaughterdon'teverbeangryinyourlife

becauseyourlipsgetssmallerandyourbig

eyesbecomebigger"shesayslaughing



MostpeoplesayIhavebigeyesandthatreally

doesmakemeangryorwhentheycallmefat.

WhenIwasyoungerIusetobethinandallthat

butwhenIgrowupIgetthesehugehipsanda

bigbehind,mindyoutheyarenaturallythere.I

neveraskedforthem theywerejustgiventome.

"Comeonnowguyswearegoingtobelatefor

church"Isay

Wewalkoutwiththem stilllaughing.Weplace

thekeyunderthedoormatforwhenouruncle

getshome........ifhedoes.Myunclearethose

unclesthathavesomanygirlfriends,somany

kids,alwaysdrunkandnevergoestochurchor

sometimesnevercomesbackhomeforthe

wholeweek,especiallywhenitismonthendhe

nevercomeshomeandtheonlytimehecomes



backiswhenhispocketsareflat.

Anywaybacktothepresentmomentwewalkto

churchandwhenwegottheretheservicehas

alreadybegansowejoinedinandenjoyedthe

churchasalways.Afterwewalkedhomeand

whenwegothometheboyswenttoplay

soccerwhilemeandgrandmothercooked.

"Mygirlyouknowthatonedayyouwillmakea

goodwife"

"Yesgrandmother.Youalwaystellmethat

grandmother"Isaywithasmile

"IwishthatwillbesoonbeforeIdie"shesays

"Grandmotheryouarenotdyingwhyareyou

speakinglikethat?"

"SorryjustthatattimesIwishtoseetheman

youwillmarryonedaysothatIcantellhim



myselfhow amazingyouare"

"Youwillgrandmotherwhenthetimeisright"I

say

Shegiggles

"YouremindmeofhowIusetobewhenIwas

young.Iwasjustlikeyou"

Shebegantotellmehereverydaystory,how

shemetmylategrandfatherandhowcrazyin

loveshewas.Eventhoughitistheeveryday

storybutitneverbores.

WhenweweredonecookingIwenttogocall

theboysfrom thesoccerfieldbecauseitwas

alreadytoolate.Theylovecomplainingwhen

youcallthem tocomebackhomebutIam



hearingnonofit.Wegothomeatethenthey

wenttowashthedishes.

Laterweallwenttosleep.

...

ThenextmorningishereIpreparethebathfor

theboys,wenttowakethem upsothatthey

cangoandbathwhileIcleanedaroundthe

housewithgrandmotherpreparingbreakfast

andlunchboxes.

WhentheyweredonetobathIfollowedafter

them gotdressedinmyblackjean,whitegolft-

shirtandmyshowingtoeswhitehighheels.I

havetopresentmyselfbecauseinTheRoyal

shopbusinessmenandwomenalwaysenter



thatshopforcustom madeoutfits.Ialsolove

fashionandmaintainingmyselfbutIdon'twear

make-upbecauseitburnsmyface,Ialsodon't

wearwavesbecausetheyarenotgoodformy

hairliner.Ikeepmyselfnaturalandfashionable

aspossible.

"SisteronSaturdaywehaveasoccermatch

andourcoachsaidwemustpayR200,00ifwe

wanttogo"Mduduzisays

"Areyouaskingmeortellingme?"

"Sorrysister.Mayyoupleasepayforoursoccer

matchonSaturday"heasksrespectfully

Theybothlookatmewithcuteeyes

"IwillseewhatIwilldobutjustsoyouknowI

am notpromisinganything"Isay



Theyhugmethenwewalktogethertothe

vendoratthecornertowaitforthetaxithere.

AswewerewaitingthebrownChineseeyesguy

camewalkingthistimeandstoodtherefora

smokeofweed.Istareathim againandthis

timearoundhenoticedthatIam staringathim

andwekeptonsteelingglancesateachother.I

couldtellthathealsoenjoyedstaringatmeas

muchasIenjoyedstaringathim.

FinallythetaxicameandImustsayIwas

irritatedbecauseIwantedtokeeponstaringat

hisamazingbrowneyes.Wegotinthetaxiat

thefrontfourseatswithmesittingatthedoor

andwhenIclosethedoorIstareathiseyesfor

thelasttimeandoureyesmetforaminute

therethenhesmilesandshakeshishead.I

thinkhethinksIam crazybutanywayitdoesn't

matterwhathethinksbecauseIam inlovewith



hiseyesandnothim.........waitdoesthateven

makesense,wellwhatever.

AfterwalkingmybrotherstoschoolIgotto

workjustintime.

"HiMimi"Lillygreets

LillyistheownerofTheRoyal,friendandmy

heroine.Wehavebeenfriendsfrom grade10.

Whatmadeusfriendswasbecausewedolook

alikeandweenjoyedpeopletellingusthatwe

lookalike.Sheknowsmysituationathomeand

shehasbeenhelpingmeeversince.Sheisthe

onethatgavemethisjobandshepromisedto

paymethesamesalaryastheotheremployees

becauseshewantedtopaymemoremoneybut

Itoldherthatshewasbeingunethical.Ieven

threatenedherthatIwilltakehertocourtand



makealieaboutherbusiness.

"Hiandhowareyousister?"

"YouknowthatwhenIhaveyoubymysideIam

morethanok"

Wegiggleandgotintheshop.Wearethefirst

twotoarrive.

"Ithurtsmethatyoulivefarawayfrom herebut

youalwaysmakesurethatyouareearlyatwork

andthosewholeavecloserarealwayslate"she

says

"Noitsok"

Shelooksatmeandsmiles



Astimewentbytheotheremployeesgotto

workanddidwhatweapaidtodo.

At19:00wewereoutsoLillyofferedmealeft

"Sohowishome?"

"Better"

"OkIguessthatmeanstheproblemsarelesser"

"Yestheyare"Ianswersosure

"Howisyourdatinglife?"

"Stillsingle"

"Andavirgin"sheadds

"Yes"

"Mimitheguythatisgoingtodateyoushould

firstpaylobolaofR500000000,00because

mydarlingyouarehardtogetandhardtohold

justlikegold"shesays



"Whywouldyouevensaythatbecauselasttime

IcheckedIam justauselessbeing.Imeanlike

Idon'tknowhowtokiss,hugordoanythingina

relationship,Iam justastupidvirgin"

"Don'tworryifthatguytrulylovesyouhewill

teachyouallthosethingsbutIwouldadvice

youtobeyourselfinaromanticrelationship

thentherestwillfollow"

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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"Ohshamehewillleavemetheveryfirstday

becauseIcan'tgivehim akissatthefirstdate"

Isay

ShelaughsandIjoinin



EverytimeIam withherIfeelaliveandyoung

asIam

Wegotinmyhoodthensheleftmeatthe

cornershop.

"Thankyouandbye"Isay

"Pleasureboo-boo"

Igotoffhercar.WhenIturnImeetwiththe

brownChineseeyesguy.

"Hi"hesays

"Hi"Igreetshyly

"MayIpleasewalkyouhome?"

"Ummmmm............theywon'tbeaneedfor

that"Isayafterastruggleofpullingwordsand



myvoiceback.

"Okletmewalkyouhome"hesays

Didn'thehearmeIsaidNO!

"Siryoudon'tneedtoworryyourself.IsaidIwill

befine"

"AreyoucomingornotbecauseIam waitingfor

you"hesaysholdinghishandsbehindhisback

andstaringintomyeyes

Iam notwillingtowalkwithhim home.Guys

withgoldteetharenotmostlylikelytobe

trustedinmyarea.Theysaytheycurryguns

everywheretheygoandtheyrapegirls.Their

groupnameisPBB(PsychoByBirth).



1,2...3IRANFORMYDEARLIFE

Iturnedandhewasstillstandingtherewitha

smileonhisfaceandshakeshishead

"TAKEOFFYOURSHOESSOTHATYOUDON'T

HURTYOURANKLE"heyelled

WhenIgottomyhouseIwasrelievedthathe

neverranaftermeortriedanythingawkward.

OhGodmyfeethurts,Ishouldhavetakenoff

myshoeslikeheinstructedearlier.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen
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"Sisteryoupromisedus"Mduduzisays

"Ididn'tpromisebutIcangoandtalktoyour

couch"Isay

"Thatissomethingbetterthannothing"

Vusimuzisays

IlookatmywaistwatchfortimeandIwillbe

latesoIwrotealettertotheircoachaskinghim

thatcanthetwinsgoatthematchandIcanpay

attheendofthemonthbecauseIam currently

broke.

Afterputtingmyfillingstationuniform Igoton

ataxitoworkandthanktheLordthebrown

Chineseeyesguywasn'tattheshopstoday.

AfterwhathashappenedIam notreallysure

aboutfacinghim everagain.WhatIdonowis



tohidetomakesurethathedoesnotseeme

andthesaddestpartisthattheyisnoother

routetogetataxitothecitysoIhavetolive

withhidinglikeamouseinmyownhometown.

WhenIwentintosignthatIam inNellytoldme

thatMrReddyislookingformesoIwenttohis

office.

"Ohmybestemployeepleasetakeaseat"he

says

"Hisir"Igreetbackwithasmile

Isatdownthenmyattentionturnedtothe

personthatwasnexttome.

"Hi.WhatasmallworldbutImustsayIam glad

toseeyouagain"hesays

"Youknoweachother?"MrReddyasks



"Y........es"Istartle

"Wellthenthatisgreatbecauseyougoingto

workjustrighttogether"MrReddysays

Iswallowhard

"MisokuhlemeetZwelikhathebantu.Youwillbe

helpinghim aroundthegarageandwherehe

needshelpat"

OhGodwhatishappeningtothelovelyworld

thatyouhavecreated

"Whymesir?"Iask

"Becauseyouarethebestandmostpeople

leavetipsbecauseofyousowhynotyou?"

"Ihaveneverhadtodosuchinmylife"Isay



"Don'tworryIknowyouwilldothebest"Mr

Reddysays

Welookateachother.Hehasasmileonhis

face.

"Wearedonehere.Haveagreatdayandjustso

youknowMisokuhleItrustinyou"MrReddy

says

WebothstandupandIleadtheway.Icanfeel

thattheChinesebrowneyesareallovermy

bodywhichmakesmemorenervousaboutthis

day.Whenwegotoutsidehebreaksthesilence.

"SoyournameisMisokuhleafterall"hesays

"Yes"Isayavoidingeyecontact



"WheredowestartMisokuhle?"

"OktobehonestIhavenevertrainedsomeone

todotheirjobssoifIdoanythingwrongorsay

anythingwrongpleasealsofeelfreetoassist"

"OkthenMisokuhle"hesayssmiling

"Wearegoingtostartwithfillingupthetanksof

thecarsthatcomeintoourgaragewhichI

knowyoucando.Don'tforgettosmileandbe

respectfulbecauseinthisgaragecustomers

arealwaysright"

Hisfacechangestoaconfusedlookwithone

lefteyebrowupandtheotheronedown.

"Misokuhlemysmileisonlygoingtobeknown

byyou,secondlywhencustomersare

disrespectfulIwillalsobedisrespectful

towardsthem becausemostthingsareearned



andnotjustgiven"

"Idon'tknowaboutyourcommentbutIbegyou

topleasedowhatisrightbecauseifyoudo

anythingwrongtheblamewillbeonme"Ibeg

Hesmilesagain

"ObedientIsee.Iwilldowhat'srightbutnotfor

them,foryou"hesaysbrushingmychin

Isheseriouslydoingthisatwork?

Timetogohome18:00-06:00itsnochild'splay.

Iam tiredandhungryashell.Workingwith

Zwelikhathebantuwassoawkwardthereand

therebutIhopeandthinkthatastimegoesby

wewillgetusetoworkingwitheachothers.



Iam walkingtotherankthenIhearabell

behindme,atfirstIignoreditbecauseIam not

usetocarshootingformethenIheardamale

voicecallingoutmynamewiththatIjustknew

itthatitisZwelikhathebantu.

"Heygirlletmegiveyoualeft"hesayswithhis

bottom lipinhismouth.

"Nothankyou".

"ComeonMisokuhlepluswearegoingtothe

sameplace"

"Idon'tknowyouthatwelltorideyourcar"

"Asmuchasyoudon'tknowthetaxidriver"

Istareathim contemplatingwhethershouldI

rideornot



"Areyousurethatyouwilltakemehome?"

"YesIam sureashellandpleasenorunning

thistime"

Wegiggle

WellIam tiredsoIetmetakethisopportunity.

BeforeIgoinImakeashortprayerthenopened

thebackdoorandgotin.

"Ohsoyouhatemethatmuchtoevensitatthe

back"

"IthinkitwillbeinappropriateifItakethefront

seat"Isay

Hegigglesanddrivesoff



"Sotellmeaboutyourself.YouknowInevergot

thatopportunitytoaskyouatwork"

Westareateachotherattherearviewmirror

withmesayingnothing

"Soyounotgoingtotalktome?"Heasks

"Whatdoyouwanttoknowaboutme?"Iask

lookingatmyfeet

"Anythingandeverything"

"Likewhat?"

"Mmmmmm,maybeyourage,whatdoyoudo

foraliving,doyouhavefamilyandfriends,do

youhaveaboyfriendorareyouavirgin.Things

likethat"

"Iam a25yearsoldsingleladythatgother



businessmanagementdegree4yearsback.

Workingtwoboringjobstoprovideformytwo

twinyoungerbrothersandmygrandmother.I

am singleandthelastquestionIwon'tanswer

becauseitissensitiveandsecretive"

Hegiggles

"Doyouwanttoknowaboutme?"Heasks

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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IthasbeenamonthandImustsaythatithas



beenthebest.Ihavebeenalwayslooking

forwardtotheweekendnightshiftsjustsoI

canmeetthefunnyZwelikhathebantu.Heisnot

thatbadlikeIthought,Zwelikhathebantuisjust

atalkative,fashionable,neatandastraight

talker.Sometimeshedoeshurtpeoplewithhis

directwordsbutheseemstocareless.With

themoneythathedoesn'tacceptIusuallyhide

itsomewherearoundthecarandevenstill

todayhehasn'tseenit.Grandmotheralways

asksaboutthecarthatdropsmeoffinthe

morningsandItellherthatatworktheyhave

offeredustransport.

TodayitisSaturdayandIam goingformynight

shiftsotodayheiscoming,don'tgetmewrong

hehasanamazingpersonalitythatIenjoy.

WhenIwasdoneImademylunchboxlarger

thanusual,thethingishelovesmyhomemade

cookedmealssowesharemylunchbox



together.Sohere'sastorytheywasthisone

timehehadnolunchmoneysoIsharedmy

homemadeburgerwithhim andsincefrom

thatdayinhisbooksIam knownasthebest

cookandhiswife.The"wife"namingitisjusta

joke,okIguessso.........ohmy,whatam Isaying

Ihopethatitisajoke.

"Whatiswrongwithyougranddaughterareyou

tryingtofinishourgrocery?"Grandmotherasks

"Nograndmotherit'sjustfoodformeandmy

friend"

"Yourfriend?Isitthatonethatisgoingtogive

youaridethisafternoon?"

"Ummmmm nononononotatall.Itisformy

friendatwork"

"Buteversinceyouhaveworkedinthatfilling

stationyouhavenevermadelunchboxfor

anyone"



"Heisnew"Ianswer

"He?"

Ohshoot

"Imeanshe"

"Mmmmmm"

PEEE!PEEEE!

ThatisthethesoundofmytransportsoIhave

togo.

"ByegrandmotherseeyoulaterandIloveyou"I

saywalkingoutnotwaitingforherrespond



Igotoutsideandhewasthereinsidehiscar,I

walkin

"Hi"Igreet

"Howareyoumywife?"

"Iam goodandyou?"

"Iam happythatyouaresittingatthefrontseat

withouttrouble"hesays

Lasttimeheevenlockedthebackdoorsforme

tositatthefront.ThatdayIwassoangryat

him buteventuallyIagreedbecausewehadto

gettowork.

Ilaughwithhim joiningmeashedrivesoff

Wegottoworkanddidwhatweusuallydo.



TodayZwelikhathebantuwassotouchytouchy,

atmyhips,waistandsteelkisseswhichmade

mesouncomfortablesoIwouldmovehis

handsawayfrom menowandagain.

Afterworkhedrovemetohishousewhichwas

atehostela(flats).Iam frightenedbecause

placeslikethesearenotlikelytobesafe.

"Areyousurethatthisplaceissafe?"Iask

trembling

"Yes.Mywifewhenyouhavemeyouhavegot

everythingsodon'tbescared"

HewalksoutofthecarandIfollowhim holding

myhandbagrightatmybreastsandholding

Zwelikhathebantu'sindexfingertight



"Mywiferelax"hesays

Ibreatheout

Helooksatmewithasmilethenshakeshis

head.Aswewerewalkingupthestairsandat

passagesmysoulbroke,seeingpeoplesmoke

alotofsubstancesothersthinandyoucould

tellthattheyalsoneedhelpbuttheystill

feedingtheirlivestodeathbutIwillkeepthem

inmyprayers

"MamamayIpleasehaveR2,00"anotherguy

askstappingmyshoulderandthatmademe

jumpandscream abit

"Heyheyvoestekcan'tyouseethatyouare

scaringmywife!"Zwelikhathebantuyellsout



TheguytookoutaknifeandZwelikhathebantu

tookouthisgunfrom hisleftshoe.

"GoawaynowVovoorIwillshootyourscalp

open!"Zwelikhathebantusays

Thismanwasn'tbackingdown

Thishappenedsofast.Zwelikhathebantu'sgun

wasonthefloorandthisguywasontopofhim

tryingtostabhim buthekeptonfightingback.

"HELPHELP"Iscreamedoutloudbutnobody

cameout

Latertheycameoutbutnottohelpbutto

watchthefight.



Zwelikhathebantuwasbeingpunchedsohard

andhehadbloodcomingoutofhisnoseand

lipsbutheheldontotheguy'shandthathada

knife.

Ihadtearsflowingoutofmyeyes,screaming

forsomeonetohelpandanoldmancame

"Themba!"HeshoutedandtheThembaguy

stoppedandmovedawayfrom

Zwelikhathebantu

"Sorrygrootman"Thembasaystotheoldman

IwenttohelpZwelikhathebantutogetup.He

wasstillstrongevenwhenhislefteyeandhis

lipswereswollen.Hepickeduphisgunfrom



thefloor.

"Legendjustsoyouknowyoudon'townorrule

thisplace.InhereIam theboss"theoldman

says

Zwelikhathebantustoppedandfacedthisold

manwithanemotionlessfacethenfacedme

"Let'sgotomyflat"hesayssocalm

Wewalktothisdoorthathadabigholeatthe

bottom.Hetookouthishousekeyfrom his

pocketandopened.

Itsaddenedmethattheyisapersonlivingin

suchaplace.Thewallswerecracking,thepaint



wasvanishing,itwasjustasmallemptyspace

withakitcheninonecornerandabedwithno

baseattheotherside.

Hewenttositontopofhisbedwhilegroaning

inpain

"Ummmmm doyouhavewater?"Iask

"Yes.Rightatthebucket"

Isawabucketunderthesinkwithabigdishon

topofit.Iboiledthewater,whenitwasdone

boilingIputthewaterinthebigdishthenadded

coldwaterfrom thebuckettomakethe

temperatureofthewaterwarm.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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"Yesplease"

"MynameisZwelikhathebantuSizweMahlangu,

26yearsoldanentertainer.Ientertainladies

everywhereIgoandtheyallloveme.Ialsodo

haveothertwobrothersbuttheylivein

Zimbabwewithmyparents.Ilovepartyingand

havingfun,theonlyreasonthatbroughtmeto

SouthAfricaistoprovideformyself,Ijustwant

tomakemyownpersonalmoneysothatIcan

affordmyexpensiveclothes"

Hedoeshavesomenicelifeproblems

"Interesting"Isaymakingasoundwithmylips

"entertainingladies"Ihavetoaskthisquestion



becauseIam thinkinghim asastripper.

"youentertainladies?"

"Idance,drinkandhavefunforaliving.Iam a

skhotane"

"Anddoyougetpaid"

"Yes"

O.......kunderstandable

Wegotrightatthegateofmyhomeafterallthe

directionsIgavetohim.Ididn'twanthim to

takemedirectlyhomebuthestrictlysaidit

won'tbesafewalkingaloneinthedarkmorning.

"Thankyou"Isay

"Pleasure"



Itakemybagandfishforsomemoneytogive

ittohim.Itookoutmytoday'staximoneyand

gaveittohim.

"Here"

"Notheyisnoneedforthat"hesays

"ButIwantto"

"AndIdon'twanttotakeit"

"Why?"

"BecauseIofferhelpandIdon'texpectany

returns"hesays

OhthenIgiveup.IfIhadenergyIwillbe

arguingwithhim buttodayIam tiredsoIjust

saymylastthankyouthenwalkedout.



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Itookhissunlightbarandwalkedtothe

sleepingZwelikhathebantuatthebed.Iwoke

him up

"Misokuhlemybodyhurts"hesays

"YesIknowandthatiswhyIwanttonurseyou"

Hebroughthisheadupnotmovinghisbodybut

youcouldtellthathewasshockedwithwhatI

said

"Getup"Iinstruct

Ipullhim upthentookoffhistop,heissothinI



couldevenseehisripecage

"Thiswillhurtbutitwillhelpyouheal"Isay

"Ok"

HewasgroaninginpainasIwascleaninghis

wounds

"Zwelikhathebantuwasthatarealgun?"

"Yes"

"Isitlicensed?"

Hekeepsquite.Iguessitisnot

"Thenwhyareyoucarryinganillegalgun?You

knowthatyoucanbearrestedright?"Iask



"IknowbutIdon'tkillpeoplesoIwon'tbe

arrestedplusIam onlyusingthistoprotect

myselfbecausethecommunicationthatthese

peopleinthisplaceunderstandisviolence"

Isigh

"Zwelikhathebantupleasebesafebecause

peoplethatusetolivelikeyouareeither

arrestedorsixfeetunderandjustsoyouknow

aboutwhatthatoldmansaidaboutowningyou

hewaswrongbecausethebiblesaystheman

shouldneverprayforanothersonofman"

"What?"Helooksconfused

Itexplainsthatheneverreadsthebible

"Imeantheoldmandoesnotownyouandwill



neverownyou"

Hestaresatmewithasmile

Afterweweredonehesuggestedthathewill

staytoplessbecauseitwillhurthim toputon

histopagain.Iwenttomakepapforhim anda

tomatogravesincetheyweretheonlyavailable

thingsinhiscupboards.

Ilethim eatthenhesleptwhileIwashedthe

dishes.FirstItookhisphoneanditwasthose

cheapphonesthathadbattens,Itookhis

numberssothatIcancheckuponhim.WhenI

wasdoneIprayedsothatthepeopleatthis

placedon'tdoanythingtome.

HoldingmybreathasIwaswalkingoutofthat



placeIfinallygottotherankthengotaride

straighthome.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL
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ZwelikhathebantuwashappythedayIcalled

him hecouldn'tbelieveitthatIcalledbuthefelt

badthatheshouldbetheonewhohasmy

phonenumbersandnottheotherwayaround

sohepromisedtomakeituptomethis

weekendbutItoldhim thatIwillgooutwith

him ifonlywegogroceryshoppingbecausehis

houseisempty.HewantedtoarguebutIwon

becauseIwasstandingmyground.



"Mimicanwegobuygrocerytoday?"My

grandmotherasks

"YesbutyoucanwritealistthenIcangoand

buybecauseIwasalsoplanningongoing

groceryshoppingwithsomeone"

"Youandthetransportdriverfrom work?"

Iswallowhard

"HisnameisZwelikhathebantuandwearejust

friendsbytheway"

Shechuckles

"Weallsaidthattoourparents"shesays

"ButIam honest.Heismyfriend"



"Mmmmmm"

Shecontinuedtoclean.Theboyswereoutto

playsoitwaseasyforustoclean.Laterthe

boyscamebackandbath,mygrandmother

followedandIendedthengotdressedinmy

whitejean,bluejeanshirtwithmywhiteankle

showingAll-stars.Myphonebeepsinvitingfor

myattention.

<himywifeIam alreadyoutside>atextfrom

Zwelikhathebantu

<okIwillbeoutnow>

WhenIgotoutofmyroom theboysand

grandmotherstoodupliketheyaregoing

somewhere



"Grandmotheryoucangivemethelistbecause

Iam leavingnow"IsayasIwalkoutofmyroom

"Theywon'tbeaneedforthatbecauseweare

comingwithyou"

Myeyespoppedout.Theyhavegottobe

kiddingme

"But..."

"Don'tworrywewon'tbemeantowardshim we

justwanttomeethim"grandmothersays

"Seemslikeshehasfrozengrandmotherso

let'sjustgointroduceourselvessowecango

totownbecauseIam alreadyhungry"Mduduzi

says

TheywalktowardsthedoorbutIstopthem



"Iwillleadtheway"Isay

Wewalkoutonlytobemetbyourdrunkuncle

andhisnewgirlfriend.Iguessheisbacknow.

"Whereareyougoing?"Heaskswithadrunk

voice

"Wearegoingtotown"grandmothersays

"Okbuysomebeerformetoo"

"Mxm"grandmothersaysthenputsthekeyin

theplasticandplaceditinherbreast

"Mamawhyareyoudoingthisnow?Youknow

thatImustgointhehouse"

Weignoredhim becausehisverysame

girlfriendsaretheonesthatsteelthingsinthe



housesowecan'triskthatagain.Wewalkto

thecar,wellZwelikhathebantu'sfacewas

pricelessbutIdon'tblamehim.Theywelcomed

themselvesinthecar,whileIstillwantedtoask

him ifhewasokwithmyfamilyjoiningus.

"Higroom"grandmothergreets

"Grandmotherheisonlymyfriend"

TheyalllaughedincludingZwelikhathebantu

"Goodmorningma"heanswers

Theylaughagain

"What'supmywife,wellifitisaboutwhatyour

grandmothersaidwellitistrueyouaremywife,



mylovie"hesaystouchingmyhandbutIyankit

awayfrom him

Igavehim adeathstarewhichmadehim stop

smilingandfocusontheroad.WegottoMacro

andboughtfoodforhim andalsoforusbutina

separatetrolley.Wegottothetilland

Zwelikhathebantuwaswaitingattheotherend

withmybrothers.

"Youlookbeautifulmam justlikeashiningstar"

themalecashiersays

Ismileandsaythankyou

"DoyoumindifIgetyournumberssothatwe

cangettoknoweachother"thecashiersays

"Theywon'tbeaneedforforthat.Howabout



youdoyourjobandwewillalsodowhatwe

herefor"Zwelikhathebantuanswerswithan

angryface

"Zwelikhathebantutheguywasjustbeingnice"

Isay

"Ohpleasenotnowandnotrighthere"hesays

givingmearolledupbigmoneythenwalksout

"Sister!"Theboysshoutatme

"Wasthatyourboyfriendorsomething?"The

cashierasks

"Heisherhusband"grandmotheranswers

"GRANDMOTHER!"

ShegavemethemostscarylookeverthenI

controlledmyself.

Afterhelpingwiththegroceryathome



ZwelikhathebantuaskedtotalktomeandI

agreedsowewalkedouttogether.

"Sowhatdoyouwanttotalkabout?"Iask

"Howaboutwegounpackmygrocerythenwe

cantalk"

"Areyousurethatyouwillbringmeback

home?"

"Ialwaysbringyoulovie"

Wegotinhiscarandwetookofftohisplace.

Whenwegotthereweunpackedhisgrocery

withlightconversationsandlaughternowand

again.Nowweweredonesowesatonhisbed.

"Yousaidyouwanttotalksonowtalk"Isay

"lookMisokuhleIknowitwouldbeweirdofme



tosaythisormaybeyouwon'ttrustmebut

whathappenedtodayatthegrocerystoremade

merealizedthatifIdon'ttellyoutodayImight

loseyouforeversotobehonestI.......I.....Ilove

you"

Aftersayingthathelookedawayandmymouth

ontheothersidewaswideopen.Heturned

backaftersometimeandhehadtearsallover

hisface.

"Iam sorrybutIcouldn'thideitanymore.

Pleaseforgiveme"hesays

Ialsofeelwarm liquidflowingtomychecks.

Thenextthinghislipswereonmine.Hislips

aresoft,sweet,warm andirresistible.AtfirstI

didn'trespondbecauseIdon'tknowhowtokiss

butasthekissgotdeeperIeventually



responded.Idon'tknowifIam agoodkisser

butheisnotcomplainingsothatmeansIam

doingitjustright.Insteadofhim complaining

aboutmykisshiswarm handsmovetomy

waistandheldmetighterlikeIwasgoingtorun

awayfrom thekiss.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL
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Iam inmyblackslick,bodyhugging,backless,

kneelengthdresswithmyblackhighheels.I

didablondfadesoIjustbrushit.

Iam goingoutwithLillytoday.Wejusthavinga

girlsoutwithourotherfriendsfrom



JohannesburgtheirnamesareNandiandLinda.

Theyisaknockandgrandmothergoestoopen.

Theywereallwelcomedjudgingbythenoiseat

thelivingroom

"Misokuhleyourfriendsarehere"grandmother

sayswalkingintomyroom

"OkgrandmotherIam almostdone.Letmetidy

uphere"Isay

"Ok"

ItidyupthenwhenIwasdoneIwalkedoutwith

them screamingformyoutfit,mxm Iforgothow

crazytheycanbeattimes

"Whyareyouscreaming?"Iask



"Youlooksexydarlingandreadytokill"Linda

says

"Thankyou"Isaylookingatmyselfatthemirror

"Let'sgo"Lillysays

Weallwalkedoutsayingourgoodbyestomy

grandmother.WhenIgotoutsideIfroze.

"GUYSABUS!!!"Iyelledshocked

"Yeslet'sgoinandhavefun"Nandianswers

Shepullsmeinandaswegotinwearemetby

malestrippers,lookingsexyintheirsixpacks

withonlytheirsorevelingunderwear

"Guysareyousureaboutthis?"Iask

"ComeonMisokuhlethisisourgirlsoutplease



don'tspoilit.Sincewegrewupweonlyfacinga

lotofresponsibilitiessothisisourchanceto

havefunsoenjoy"Lillysays

WellsheisrightletmeenjoymyselfwhileIstill

can.

"Let'shavefunthen!"

Theyscream injoy

Thestrippersweredancingforus.ImustsayI

wasuncomfortablebecausetheirpeniseswere

allovermyfacebutIreallydidenjoytouching

theirstrongpacks.Mymandoesnothavethem,

heisjustthinsoyoucan'tblamemeforliking

theirpacks.YesyouhearditrightMYMANor

shouldIsayMYZWELIKHATHEBANTU.We



havebeendatingfor3weeksandour

relationshipisfunandalwaysmissable.Ilove

him somuchfrom themoonandback.

Wearedancing,drinkingbutIwasdrinkingan

energydrinkandhavingthetimeofourlives.

...

IwakeupandmyheadinbanginglikeIwas

drinkingalcohol,mybackishurtingbecauseI

wassleepingupsidedownonthebed.

"OhGod"Igroaninpain

IturnedthentheyisZwelikhathebantunextto

me.IcheckmyselfifIam stillwearing



everythingandyeseverythingisstillthere.How

didhegethere?ImeanhowdidIgethere

becauselasttimeIcheckedIwasdancingand

havingfuninthebusthenIslepttheresohow

didIgettothisexpensivehotel.

Ishakehim andhewakesup.Helookssocute

whenhewakesup.Hestretchesthenlooksat

mewithasleepyface.

"LovehowdidIgetherewithyou?"Iask

"Isiswrongthatyouareherewithme?"

"NoitsjustthatIdon'tremembercominghere

withyou"

"Welldon'tworryyourselfaboutthat"

Igivehim aconfusedface



"Why?"

"Whywhat?"Heasks

"Whywon'tyoutellmethetruth?"

"JustbecauseIwon'ttellyou"

"Areyoustalkingme?"Iask

Helooksaway.Igetontopofhim thenmake

him lookatme.Ilovethisguy'sbrownChinese

eyesspeciallyonthecloserview.Ishouldstart

givinghim anicknameabouthiseyes.

"Soyouarestalkingmehuhbrowneyes"I

conclude

"WellwhenyousaystalkingitsoundslikeIam

thosebadguysinthemoviesjustsayIwasjust

watchingorlookingwhat'smine"



"What'syours?"

Mmmmmmm entitlementbutIloveit

"Yes"heanswerswithconfident

Hishandsreachesformybumsthenplayswith

them.Igivehim amorningbabykissandtryto

getoffhim buthetightenedhisgrabatmy

bums.

"Zwelikhathebantu!"

"Whatlovie?"Heaskssocalmlywithsmallred

sexyeyesnow

"Iwanttogetoff"

"Wellhowaboutyoufirsttellmewhatwere

thosestrippersdoinginthatridewithyour



friends?"

"Justdancingforus,ustouchingtheirabs"

Hisoneeyebrowwentupandtheotherone

down

"Butloveyourbodyismoresexythantheirs"I

sayrubbinghistoplesschest

AfterIfeelhishardpenis.Myeyespoppedout

"Youcan'tbereal"Isay

"Whatmywifeit'sstillmorningandyouontop

ofmesoyoumadeitstronger"

Hishandsmovedfrom mybumstomyneck

thenhegivesmethelongestenjoyablekiss



"Iloveyou"hesays

"Iloveyourmore"

Igotoffhim andwhatIsawwastraumatic.I

didn'tknowthathehadsuchahugepenis.He

rubsitandsmilesatme

"Don'tworryIam gentleandirresponsiblein

bed.YoujustwaitforthatdaywhereIwillhave

you"

Iwalktothebathroom withmymouthshut

becausewhatIjustheardshockedme.Ibathed

withthesesmallfreesuppliedbodyclothanda

smalltoothbrushbutIhavenochoicebecauseI

didn'tbringmythingswithme.



IwalkoutandZwelikhathebantuwasnotinthe

room soIgetdressedwithmyyesterday's

clotheswithoutusinglotiononmybody.

<lovewhereareyou?>Itexted

Zwelikhathebantu

<buyingbreakfastatMuggnBean>

WheredoesZwelikhathebantugetthismoney

tobuytheseexpensivethings?

<okIwillbewaiting>

<someoneisalreadymissingme>hetexted

back

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



"Hipleasetakeaseat"themansays

Hewasalsolookinggoodinhisblacksuitwith

awhiteshirtandblackItalianshoeswithaskin

ofacowaroundhisshoulders.

Wesatdown.Themotherwenttogetsome

wineandgaveittous.

"Ummmmm mam ifyoudon'tmindmeaskingif

isthiswinealcoholicornot?"

"Itisnot"shesayswithasmile

Silence

"SoyoumustmeMisokuhle"theoldmansays



staringatmerightinmyeyes

"Yessir"

Hegiggles

"Letmebringfood"themothersayswalkingto

thekitchen

Thefatherwasjuststaringattheglassofwine

liketheyissomethingthathewasgoingtofind

intheglass.Themothercomesbackwithour

foodalreadyinourplates.Itssevencolors

SundaymealonSaturday.

"Babasaythegrace"shesaystothefather

Weholdhandsthensaythegracethenafterwe



begantoeat.

"LadyIam Zwelikhathebantu'sfather.Iwould

loveitifyouwouldcallmeBab'Mahlanguand

thislovelyladythatcookedthisfantasticfood

forus,isZwelikhathebantu'smother"

"AndIwouldalsopreferyoucallingmeMam'

Mahlangu"

TheysmileandIreturnit.Ithinktheawkward

momentsareallover.

"Whatdoyoudoforalivinglady?"Bab'

Mahlanguasks

Ididexpectsuchaquestion



"Iam currentlyworkingtwojobsoneatapetrol

stationandtheotheroneatmyfriendsshop

TheRoyal"

Iexpectedjudgmentsafterbuttheywasnonof

them.

"That'simpressive"thefathersays

Howisthatimpressive?

"WellattimesIfinditembarrassing....."

"Thelittlethingsthatwesaywithourmouths

candestroyusashumanssoyoubetterwatch

whatyousayyounglady"hesays

True



Wecontinuetoeatwithlightconversations

thenafterMa'Mahlangucallsmetohelpwith

thedishes.InsuchabighouseIexpected

domesticworkerseverywherebutherenothey

arenonofthem.

"Ma'Mahlanguwhyaretheynoworkers

workingforyouinsuchaenormoushouse?"

"WellIam notthatoldtopaypeopleforthat.I

am just98yearssexywomanwiththreekids.

Bythewaywhyareyouasking"

"Nojustasking"

Whatsheis98andstillstandingImustsayshe

isStrongandmayGodblessherwithmany

moreyearstocome.



Afterwashingthedisheswetookatouraround

thehousetellingmehowZwelikhathebantu

grewup.InadayIhavejustdiscoveredthat

Zwelikhathebantuwasthebossyone,

overprotectiveofhispositionsandalwaysloves

orderandneatness.

HourslaterIwasalreadytogohomesowhen

wewalkedintothelivingroom where

ZwelikhathebantuandhisfatherwasItoldhim

thatweshouldgo.

"OhyeahaboutthatlovieIwashopingwe

spendanighthere"

WHAT!!!

"ButIdon'thavemythingsherewithme"



"Iwillmakeaplanthenextmorningaboutthat

sochill"

Isigh

Iwon'targuewithhim infrontofhisparents

thatwouldberudeandIam notthoseladies

thathavetheguttofightwiththeirloversin

frontofpeoplebutthatdoesn'tmeanIwon't

confronthim whenwearetogether.

Westayforawhilewithhisparentsthenwent

tohisroom behindthehouse.Ifyoucanaskme

ifthisisaroom Iwouldsayitsjustahouse

behindabiggerhousejustthatitisnotadouble

story.Theyisahugewhitekitchenwhenwe

walkinthentheyisspaciouslivingroom facing

thedinnertableroom andalongpassagewith

roomsandbathrooms.



Hepullsmetothelastdoorinthepassage,I

thinkthisisthemainbedroom.

Weareonhisbedwithhim sleepingonhis

stomachandmefacingtheroofandlookingat

eachother.

"Whatwereyourhighlightstonight?"

"Everythingtomewasperfect.Yourmom's

foodwasamazing,theywerenotdifficultieson

me,like........everythingwasperfect"

Hesmiles.Iwanttobringupthisdecisionthat

hemadeaboutmestayingherewithoutmebut

knowingfirstthatjustcomingtothinkaboutitI

wouldhavebeenhomealoneinthedarkness.



Hishandmovestomybellyandhegotcloser.

Hewasbreathingrightatmyear.

"Iloveyou"hesaysasawhisper

Hekissedmyneckslowwhichmadememoan

sosoftly.Hemovestomylipsandstartedto

removemyclothesfrom melikeIalsodidto

him.Waitwaitwaitisthisreallyhappeningright

now.

Istophim

"ZwelikhathebantuIam avirgin"Isaywith

tremblinglips

"Iknowmylovie.Letmedomyjobasyour

husbandandtrustmeIwillbegentle"



HekissesmebutIstophim

"Youaresurethatyounotplayinggameswith

meright?"

"Yesmylovie"

Hecontinuedtokissmeslow,softandgentle

asalways.Hismiddlefingergoestomycave

thenplayswithit.

"Aaaaaa"Imoanbetweenthekisses

Hekeepsongoingslowly.

"Whateverpainyoufeelsendittome"heplaces

myhandsbehindhisback



Sometimelaterhegotbetweenmylegsthen

enteredme.OhGodthisismorepainfulthanI

everthought.Mynailswerediggingintohisskin

andmescreamingwhilehealsogroans.

"AaaaaaaZwelikhathebantuthisispainful"

Hekeepsongroaning

"Youtightandwarm aahhh"

"Zwelikhathebantuyouhurtingme"

"Holdonmybabywearealmostthere"

Heneverstoppedinsteadhewasincreasinghis

pacewhichmadethepainworse



"AAAAAAAAAAAAAZwelikhathebantu"

"Sorrythequeenofmyheart,sorrymotherof

myunbornkids,sorrymywife,sorrythemother

ofourhome.Iam reallysorry"hesaysstill

movinginandoutofme.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL
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Iam somissingmyloudfamilynowbutmylove

iskeepingmebusytodayandIam happythat

heisinvitingmeoutwithhisbestfriendandhis

girlfriend.WhichmeansIwillbekeepingmy

mindbusytoday.



Ibaththengotdressedinmybodyhugging,

backless,blackdresswithmyblackandred

highheelsandalspeeptoe.

KNOCKKNOCKKNOCK

Ohshootifitshim wellhedoesknocklikea

policeman.

Iopenthedoorandtheirstoodhim,looking

handsomeandsexyinhisblackrippedjean,

whitelongNiketop,blackjeanjacketwithhis

whiteNikesneakers.Hehadhisusualsmileon

hisface.

"Hi"Igreetwithasmile

"Hi"



"ShouldIletyouinorshouldItakemybagand

go?"Iask

"Wellitwon'tberespectfulifIenteryourhome"

Ismile

"Oklet'sgo"

WewalkoutandIlockthedoor.Whenhedrove

offIcalledmyuncleandtoldhim Iwasnot

homeandhewasstillokbecausehewasnot

cominghomeeitherway.

"Youlookamazing"hesays

"Younotbadyourself"Isaywithasmile

Hedoeslookamazing.Icantellthatheloves



fashionjustlikeme.

Hegiggles

"WhenyousaythatitmakesmefeellikeIam

notlookingthebestlikeIshould,Ijustlook

goodandthatisbad"hesayswithasmile

lookingatme

"Hahahahareally"

"Yes"

Hehasasmileandafrownatthesametime

"Sorrymylove.Youlookhandsome"Isay

holdinghisthigh

"Thatsoundsbetter"

"Notbest?"Iaskwithafrown



Hegiggles

"Mywifeyousofunnywhenyoufrown.You

look.......look.........socutelikehowourbabies

will"

Ifoldmyarmsandlookathim stillfrowning.I

hateitwhenmyfamilysaysthatandnowmy

boyfriendsaysthattomeohGod

"SorrysorryIdidn'tmeantohurtyourfeelingsI

wasjustsayingthatyoulookcute"

Irollmyeyes

"Whateverbra"Isay



"Bra?"

Ijustlookathim withnoanswer

"Didmywifejustcalledmebra?"

"What'swrongaboutthat"

"Girlsdon'tcallguysthat"hesayswitha

seriousface

"WereIgrewupfrom wecallguyslikethat....."

"ButIam notthoseguyssoitbetterbethelast

timeyousaythattome"

Igiggle

"Iam serious"hesayswithaseriousface



OhGodhelooksscarywhenhelooksthis

serious

"Oksorry"

Wedroveinsilencetillwestoppedtoahuge

gate.

"Lovieareyouangry?"Heaskssosoftly

"No,whyareyouaskingthat?"

"Iseethatyounotlookingatmeandyouquite"

"NoIam justthinking"

NoIam angrythathedoesn'twantmetocall

him brabutIwon'tsayitbecauseIdon'twant

ustofight.



Hesighs

"MisokuhleIcanseerightthroughyousodon't

lie"

"Don'tworryIwillbefine.Sothisisyour

Friend'shouse?"

Helooksatmeforalongtime

"Pleasetalktome"

"Iwillbefine"

Heheldmyhandandtightenitalittlebit

"Iam sorryifIdidsomethingthatbrokeyoubut

IwasjustsayingIdon'twantyoucallingme

withsuchwords"



"OkitscoolandIunderstand"

EvenwhenIdon't

Wewalkedoutofthecarandgotinthroughthe

giganticgate.Hisrighthandwasonmybum.

Showinghispositioninmylife,Iguess.

"Iloveyou"hesaysstoppingmebeforewego

in

Ifakeasmile.IthinkIam notyetgoodenough

tosaythethreeimportantwords.Hesighs

thenknocksonthedoor.Adarkskinned

Chineseblackeyes,thinladybuthasagood

shape,judgingwithherwhitebodyhugging,

kneelengthdressandaNdebeleblanket

coveringherarmsandwhitemorningshoes



opensthedoor.Shelooksabitolder,maybein

herfifties.

"Ohwelcomein"shesays

Wewalkin.Thehouseistremendous,classic

andclean.Wewaitforhertoclosethedoor.

"Goodafternoon"shesays

"Afternoonmam"Igreet

Wehandshake

"Himom"Zwelikhathebantusays

WHAT?DIDHEJUSTSAYMOM!!!???



"comelet'swalktothedinnertableroom"she

saysleadingtheway

"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatwearegoingto

meetyourmom"Iwhisper

"Youdon'twanttobehere"hesaysoutloud

Whichmadehismotherstopandstareatus

"Youalreadywanttogo?"Hismotheraskswith

asadface

"Nomam wearejustjoking"Isayfakinga

laughter

Shesmilesthencontinuestoleadtheway.

ZwelikhathebantulaughsatmeandIhithim



playfullybutheneverstopslaughing.

Weenterthedinnertableroom.Theroom is

vintageandneat.Amanwithbigbrowneyes

standsupwhenweenter.

"Babaheretheyare"themothersaysasshe

walkstowardstheman'sarms

Theybabykissthenthemanstaresatuswitha

seriousfacethatisscaryjustlike

Zwelikhathebantu.

WelloknowIseethatZwelikhathebantutook

hismother'sshapeofeyesbuttookthecolorof

hisfather'seyelids.Nice



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Thesunisalreadyout,shinningbright.Iturn

andIam metbyacutefaceof

Zwelikhathebantuandalightsnore,whichI

don'tmindatall.

IslidoutofthebedthenIseebloodonthe

sheetthenwhathappenedyesterdaycame

backtomysmallbrain.ItistruethatIjustlost

myvirginity,Igavehim whathecouldnever

returnorbuy.Thequestionis,ishegoingto

stayorisgoingtogolikeanotherguydoesnow

inthe21stcenturytotelltheworldhowmy

cavefeels.

IfeeltearsasIthinkaboutthis.Iwenttotakea



showerthengotdressedinmyyesterday's

clothes.HewasstillasleepsoItriedtopullthe

sheetsandithappenedwithouthim wakingup,

Imustsayheisaheavysleeper.

Iopenedthedoorandsomefewnotesthen

sneakedout.

AftersometimeIwashomeandgrandmother

withmybrotherswerestandingatthegate.

"SorryIwenttosleepatLilly'shouse"Isay

"Goodmorningtoyoutoo"

Iopenthegate.WewalkinhomeandIwalkto

mybedroom andcrymylungsout.



GodIdidn'tmeantodoawronginmylife.Iwas

temptedpleaseforgive.

Grandmotherwalksinandsitsnexttome

"Whatiswrong?"Sheaskswithaworriedface

"Ididsomethingwronggrandmother"

"Whatisit?"

Ishowherthesheet.Shetakesitandstareatit

awhilethenfacesmewithascandalizedface.

"Ididn'tmeantobethatcarelessgrandmotherI

am sosorry,Iam sorry,pleaseforgiveme"

Shestandsupangryandwalkout.
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TheworstthingIhavedoneinmylifewasto

tellgrandmotheraboutlosingmyvirginity.She

hasbeenmistreatingmelikeIam nother

granddaughter.Iunderstandthatsheis

disappointedinmebutwhathurtsmenowis

thatsheeventoldmyextendedfamilytocome

sothattheycanmakeZwelikhathebantupayfor

takingwhathecannotreturn.

ItoldLillyaboutwhatishappeninghomebut

shecouldn'tdoanythingaboutit.Ihavebeen

ignoringZwelikhathebantu,Ievenstopped



workingattheShellgarage.Henevergivesup

heevenpaysrandom peopletocomelookfor

mespeciallykids.

TobehonestIam notangryatanyoneandI

alsodon'tshifttheblametoanyone,Iam just

angryatmyselfforbeingtempted.

Iam dressedinmysolidpockets,offshoulder

longsleeve,floorlength,greendresswithmy

seethrowflatshoes.Ihavecoveredmyhead

sincemyauntiesinstructedbecausetheyare

heresoIshouldwearrespectful.

Iam goingtotowntobuymilk.Themilkfrom

mytownshipdoesnotsmellgoodandIdon't

likeit.GrandmothersaysIam choosesand

spoiltbutIdon'tcareIstillwon'tdrinkthatsour

milk.



"Goingsomewhere?"Grandmotherasks

"Yes"

"Whereto?"AuntyKiki

"Town"

"For?"AuntyKeke

Ohreallynow!doIreallyreallyhavetohavean

interviewwhenIgoout

"Formilk"Isay

"Arepregnant?"AuntyZababa

"No"

TheyalllookupanddownthenIwalkout

shuttingthedoorhard.Whichmade



grandmothertowalkoutsofast

"Heyyou,youshouldnevershutmydoorlike

that.Ihopethewayyoushutmydoorishow

youshutthosethighs"

MyhurtbrokeintosmallAtoms.Howcanshe

saythattome?Justbecauseofonemistake

andnowIam treatedlikeastrangerinmyown

home.

Ittakesmesomuchstrengthtodon'tback

chartherbecauseifIweretospeckIwould

havebeenknownattheungovernablekid.

...



Iam sittingatMacDonald'sdrinkingmymilk

andinthoughts.ThenIfeelalargehand

touchingmybelly.Ilookuponlytobemetby

anolddarkskinnedchubbyladywithsnake

eyes.Hereyesaregreenandtheeyelidsare

thin.

Iwanttoscream butIcan'tIdon'thaveavoice.

Shetakesoutherthintough

"Theheartofthischildwillmakemethemost

powerfulmenonearth"shesaysinamale

voice

Shetouchesmyfacethenmovestomybreast

"WellyoulookgoodmaybeIcanmakeyoumy

999thwife"



Mylipsaretremblingbuttheycan'tpullapart

from eachotherandmyvoiceisgone.

...

IopenmyeyesandIam metbyflashinglights.I

closethem thenopenthem again.Ilookatmy

lefthandsideandtherestood

Zwelikhathebantufacingthewindowwithhis

backonme.

"Zwelikhathebantu"Isayinawhisper

Hecamerunningtomewithredeyes.

"Mywifeareyouok?Whereareyouhurting?



ShouldIcallthedoctor?"Heaskssoworried

"MayIhavewater"Isay

"Ohyesletmegetthem foryou"

Hewalksoutandcamebackwithajugandthe

doctor

"Hereyougo"hegavemeajugandIdrankitall

atonce

Theyarebothstaringatmeawkwardly.

"Thankyou"Isay

"Wellitisagoodthingthatyoudrankallthe

waterbecauseyouneededextrawaterinyour

bodysinceyouarecarryanotherlittleone

there"thedoctorsays



"Waitwhat?"Iask

"Youarepregnant"

"Youmeantheyisalittlebabythatlookslike

meinthere?"Zwelikhathebantuasks

"Yes"

Theybothsmile.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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"NONONOTHISCAN'TBEREAL"Isaywith

tears

"Whatdoyoumean?"Zwelikhathebantuasks

withaconfusedface

"ImeanIcan'tfallpregnantnow.My

grandmotherisgoingtokillme"



Zwelikhathebantulooksatthedoctorthenthe

doctorwalksout.

"Whywouldyourgrandmotherkillyou?"

"ZwelikhathebantuItoldmygrandmotherthat

youbrokemyvirginitysoshehasbeentreating

badlybecauseIwon'ttellthem whereyoulive.

Theywantedyoutopayforbreakingmy

virginitysoIwouldn'ttalkbecauseIfeltitus

unfair"

Hishandsareonhishandandheisbreathing

outfire

"Misokuhlewhydidn'tyoutellmethisIwould

havedonesomething"

"Iwasthinkingthatyou......"



"Youdon'tgettothinkformeyounglady.Iam a

manandtheyisnothingIcan'thandle!"

"HowcanyousaythatbecauseasIam your

girlfriendIhadtothinkforyou"

"Yesmygirlfriendandforamatteroffactyou

aremywifebutlet'sgetthisstraightIfightour

battlesandyoustaybackasmywife!"

HewasbusyyellinghislungsouttillIgothome.

Hetookmehomeandhetoldmehowbadand

wrongIwastotakeadecisionwithouttalking

tohim.

"Youaregoingtotellyoureldersthatyouare

pregnantbecauseWednesdaymeandmy

unclesarecoming"

Isigh



"Misokuhledidyouhearme?"

"Yes"

Istoodupandwalkedout.

...

TodayisWednesdayandtheunclesareatthe

gateshoutingtheclanpraise.

Ididexpectthistime.06:00am

Iam standingatthewindowandstaringathow

thisunfolds.



TheyareSpeckingtomymalecousin,Dumisani

thentheygotin.Icanseehisfatherandmother

withtheuncles.

Iam inthishotsharkwithjustmeandthe

traditionalmatandnothingelse.Itwasmy

grandmother'sidea,shethingsIwillbehearing

whattheywillbetalkingaboutsoIshouldstay

here.

ThismorningIwassohappythatmyfemale

cousinsarehere.Theycameallthewayfrom

freestateandothersfrom Northwest.

Iam havingadifficultycommunicatingwith

them sincetheyallspeckSothoandPedibutI

am usetoit.Iam learningitnowandagainbut

itisstilldifficulttospeckbutbettertohearit

thereandthere.



AsIwasnowplayingwithmyfingersauntyKiki

walksin

"It'stime"shesays

ShecoversmeinablanketthenIwalkedout.

Iwasplacedonatraditionalmatwithmestill

covered.

"ThisismydaughterandIwantthistobedone

inanaccuratemanner"adeepmalevoicesays

Iknowthatvoice



"AndyouGigi(grandmother)don'teverandI

meanevercontactus"afemalevoicesays

Iuncovermyselfandtherestoodmyparentsin

matchingoutfits.Ihavebeenwaitingforthis

dayallmylife.

"Mimitakeyourthingsandlet'sgo"mydad

says

"Andbefast"mymom says

Nonono.Nowtheystoprightthere.

"Why?"

"Stopaskingalotofquestionsandlet'smove

outnow!"Mydadsays



Istoodupfastpackedmybagsandmy

brother'sbags

"Actuallyyouonlyneededabagnotbags"mom

says

"TheyareforMduduziandVusimuzi"Isay

"What?!"Theybothstareatmeshocked

"Youhavetwokids?"Dadasks

Whataretheytalkingaboutdon'ttheyknow

theirkids

Zwelikhathebantu'sfatherwalksinlooking

angry

"Wherethehellisthebride?!"Hesays

"Bambanani?"Myfathersays



"Zibusiso?"

"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

"Iam heretopaymysonsdamagesandlobola

andwhatareyoudoinghere?"

"Iam heretotakemydaughter"

Dadpullsmyhand

"Waityoucan'tdothat.Sheismydaughterin

law"Zwelikhathebantu'sfathersayspullingme

"Nolethergosheismine"

"Mine"

"Mine"

"Mine"

"Mineyoufool"dadsays

"Mineyoubigtallbabybottle"



Thisisreallygoingtotakethewholeday

"Guyslook!"Zwelikhathebantu'smom shouts

Weturnandwearemetbyagroupof

transformers.Grandmotherchangedtoabig

blackandredeyeschickenwhilemybrothers

changedtobigfatblacksnakeswithgreeneyes.

"Leaveheralone!"Amalevoicecomesoutof

thebigblackchicken

Zwelikhathebantu'sfatherpicksmeupthen

runswithmeoutofthedoor

"ZIBUSISO!!!COMENOW WITHTHELADIES"



Weallrunout.Wegotintothisjeepanddrove

offinhighspeed.

Isthisadream?

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Thisshouldbeadream.NononoIdisagree

thisshouldbeadream.

"Dadthiscan'tbereal.Theyaremybrothers

andmygrandmother,theyarenotanimals"I

saybetweenmycries

Dadiskneelingdownfacingme.Weareinthe



vintagelivingroom ofZwelikhathebantu's

parent'shouse.Zwelikhathebantuissittingat

thefarrightwithhisfatherandmother.My

mom wasrubbingmyshoulders.

"Whatyousaw......."

"Itwasnottrue.Itcan'tbereal"

Zwelikhathebantucametositnextmethen

rubbedmythighwhichmademyfathertoslap

hishand.

"Don'ttouchmydaughter"hesays

"Andyouhadnorighttohitmysonlikehis

yours"Zwelikhathebantu'sfathersays

"Bambananidon'tinterferethisisnotaboutyou

sostayinyourlane"



"Whatdidyoujustsay?"Zwelikhathebantu's

fatheraskedstandingup

Zwelikhathebantugotbetweenthem

"Comeonnow.Theyaremorethingstoworry

aboutthanwhatyouaredoingrightnowplease

stop"hesaysinasoftlowvoice

"Butndodanda(son)hehadnorighttodowhat

hedid"hisfathersays

"It'scooldaditdidn'thurtasyouthink"

"Areyousurendodanda(son)?"hisfatherasks

rubbinghisson'shand

Zwelikhathebantusmiledandnodded

"Okthen"hisfathersays



Zwelikhathebantuwalkedclosertomeand

placedhishandsbehindhisback.Hebent

downandlookedatmestraightintheeyes.Oh

GodIforgothowamazinghisbrownChinese

eyesarecloser.

"Youwillbeokmylovie.Mamaka

Kwenzakwenkosi(mothertoKwenzakwenkosi)"

Igiggledalittle

"Youhavealreadygaveourchildaname?"Iask

"Yes"

"Don'tyouthinkthatitistooearly?"

"No"

"WAITWAITWAITYOUMADEMYDAUGHTER



PREGNANT?"Myfatherandmotherasks

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Iam 5monthspregnantandalmosteverything

ishardtodo.Ican'twearcertainclothes,tiemy

shoesorstandforalongtime.

Iam nowlivingwithmyparentsinSoweto.I

won'tlieandsayIbelievewhatIsaw5months

agobecauseitisstillhardformetobelieve.I

dogetbaddreamsaboutthem oraboutthe

chubbyladythatIhavemetwhenIwasrelaxing

atMcDonalds,whichremindsmetoask

Zwelikhathebantuwhydidhetakemetothe



hospitalthatday?TheyarequestionsthatI

needanswersforlikeweretheboysreally

playingsoccer?Didtheyreallygoto

Mpumalanga?Whymefrom allthepeople?Did

theyreallylovemeorwasitallforpretending?

Someofthethingshurtmealot.Aftermaking

apromisetogowiththem toJohannesburg,

lovingthem andevensufferingmyselfworking

twojobsbuthowcouldthishappenbecausewe

wouldalwaysgotochurchhowdidtheevil

spritsgottothem?

Mymom hasbeencomfortingmeandbeing

nice.Mydadalwaystravelssohewasnot

homebutheisgoingtocomebackafterJune.

"Hereisyourmangomybaby"mysayswalking

in



SinceIam pregnantIhavebeenafanofmango

andchocolate.ThosearethetwothingsIonly

eatsofar.

"Mom mayIaskaquestion?"

"Yeahsure"

"Mom whydidyouleavemewithgrandm.......I

meanthatchicken"

Shesighsthensitsback

"Iwas15whenIwaspregnantwithyou.Your

fatherwas22sowewerescaredthathecould

beaccusedofrap.Onemorningmeandyour

fatherdecidedthatweshouldgometatradition

healertohelpustoabortyouinasafeway

becausewhenwegottothehospitalitwasa

50%chancethatIcouldalsodieandyourdad



didn'twantthat.Thenthat'swhenwemetthis

oldlady.Shetoldusthatshecanhelpus.She

didhelpus,whenwewantedtopayhershe

saidnowhenshehadyoushehasgotlife

becausewewereyoungweneverunderstood

that.Wewentbacktolivingourlives.Years

laterwhenIwas26wewenttoherhouseto

greetandthankherforwhatshehasdonefor

usthenthat'swhenIsawthelittlegirlplaying

withsomegroupoffriends.Whenyousadhi

mom andhidadIknewitthatyouweremine

butIwasheditoutofmybrainbecausemy

memorymademethinkbackwhenIaborted

you.WhenwecamebackhereatSoweto

anothertraditionalhealertoldusthatyouare

stillaliveandyouarelivingwiththatoldlady.At

firstIwasscaredtofaceyoubecauseofwhatI

did.Itoldyourfatherthatweshouldn'tgoget

youbecausebythenIstilldidn'tknowhowto

approachyou.Hewassadbecausehewanted

tohaveababysobadlybuthesaidhewillwait



formetobereadytomeetyou"

Wewerebothintears.Iwanttobeangryather

butjustrealizinghowmuchpainshewent

throughandwhyshedidthedecisionsthatshe

made.ImustsaythatIunderstand.

"Iam sorrybaby"

"Iforgiveyoumom"

...

"Itellyouchomi(friend)thatgirlyoucalling

goodisthetheleaderofprostitution"Zinhle

says

Zinhleismynewfriend.Sheissobubblyas

everandIloveher.



"Ohwellbutthegoodthingaboutherissheis

beautiful"Isay

"YHOOOOsheisjustathankGodIam white"

"Zinhle!"

"What?Iam beinghonest"

Ipushherjustalittleandwegiggle

Ilovemynewlife.ItissimpleandfuntoobutI

missZwelikhathebantualot.Hedoescallat

nightbutImisshiseyes,touchandkisses.The

goodthingisthatIam almost6months

becauseIwillbegoingwithhim tohisother

familymembersinZimbabwe.Icannotwait,I

misshim God.
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"Girlyoulookdistancedwhat'sup?Orisbitsta

kickingagain"Zinhleasks

Igiggle.Zinhlecallsmykidbitstabecause

he/sheisalwayskicking.........wellmostofthe

timethebabyiskickingandsohardlikehe/she

isinaring.

"NoitsnotthebabyitsjustthatIam missing

someone"

"Oh"shelookedaway

Sheisnotgoingtoaskwhobecausesheknows

whoIam missingasIam alwaystellingher



whoImissalways.

Adarktoplessguywalkspass,hewavedatus.

Athomewehavethosewiregatesthatyoucan

seethroughthem.

Zinhlewavedbackwithasmile.Trustmeshe

doesn'tloveguysbutshelovestoactlikethose

chicks.Sheisapurevirgin,wearsneatlyand

presentable.Shemakessurethatwhenshe

dressesupshenevershowsskin.

TheywasthisonetimewhenherandIwentto

themallandanotherguyaskedforher

name,whereshelivesandalltheotherdetails.

Believeyoumethatshetoldhim allliessolater

wemetthisguyagainattherankthenshe

beganrunningawayfrom him evenstilltoday.

HahahahaIjustfoundmycopy.



"Girldidyouseehowhotheis?"shesays

"YoumeanSbuishot"

"Mxm"herfaceturnssour

Ilaughather

"Youareamoodkiller.Letmegohome"

"Iwasjoking"

"Mxm"

"Youareangry?"

"asifyoucare"

"Comeonnowdon'tbelikethat"

Shewasalreadygone.Mycopyisangrywith

mebutIknowshewillcomeknockingatmy



doortomorrow.

SpeckingofmycopyIhaven'theardfrom Lilly

andmyotherfriends.Letmecallher.WhenI

calledheritwentstraighttovoicemail.Sheis

theonlyfriendIcalltherestofmyfriendsIjust

textthem.Iwenttoourgroupchartalsotofind

outthattheyalsohavenotbeingusingitbutI

stilltextedmygreetingstothem.

Igotbacktothehouseanditwasalreadyclean

soIjustwenttosleep.Ididn'tsleepbecauseof

thenightmaresbutat01:00Ibegantosleep.

...

Iwakeupandlookedatmyphoneonlytofind

lotsandlotsofmissedcallsfrom



Zwelikhathebantu.Iwonderwhathewantsto

say.Imadethebedwenttobaththengot

dressedinmyblacklegging,yellowbig,short

sleevetopthenplacedablanketaroundmy

waist.Mom saysitisimportantformetohave

ablanketaroundmywaistallthetimesothat

whenIdeliverthebabyIdon'tfeelcold.

MybreakfastisMangoandchocolateas

alwaysthendrankwater.At06:30Ibeganto

cleanaroundthehouse.WhenIcleanIspring

cleanthewholehouseandat13:00Iwasdone.

Mom shouldbecomingbackfrom her

communityorganisation'smeetings.Iwentto

bathsothatshedoesnotfindmesmelling

unpleasant.Iputonmybluejeanballoondress

withmyblackflatshoes.Icovermyheadand

placetheblanketaroundmywaist.JustasI

wasdonemom,dad,Zwelikhathebantu'sfather

andmotherwalkedin.



"Babywhydidyounotansweryourcalls?

Zwelikhathebantuhasbeentryingtogetahold

ofyou"mymom says

"OhsorryIdidn'thearit"

"Didyoupackyourbags?"Sheasks

"Whatbags?"Iam confused

"Babyyouknowthatyouareleavingfor

Zimbabwetoday"shesays

OhshootIforgot.

Iwenttopackmythingsinmybagsthen

lookedreadytoleave.Dadwasnothappyabout

meleavingwithouthim toZimbabwe.Iwas

alsosadbecausehejustgotbackfrom hislong

term jobandIhavetogo.



Wegotintothisblackwindowedandalsoblack

incolorJeep.WetookoffbacktoLimpopo.

"Howareyou?"Zwelikhathebantu'smom asks

"Doinggreatbuttheyarehardshipsthereand

there"

Theygiggle

"Shealsousetosufferwhenshewaspregnant

withZwelikhathebantu"Zwelikhathebantu's

fathersays

"Ialsothinkthatthisbabyisafighterjustlike

hisfather.Thisbabykicksallthetime"

Wegiggle



"Wellwiththatitistrue.Thosearethethingshe

usetoalsodo"shesays

Wekeptontalkingtillwearrivedattheirhouse.

Zwelikhathebantuwasstandingoutside

smokingweed.

WegotoutandZwelikhathebantucomeupto

meandkissedthedaylightoutofme

"Iseeyoumissingme"Isay

"Missingyouisanunderestimate"

Imissedhisdeepvoice.

"Imissedyoutoo"



Hetookmybagsfrom thebootthenwewalked

insidewithmeholdinghisindexfinger.He

nevertookmybagsupstairshejustplaceditat

thecornerofthelivingroom.

WehaddinnerwithhisparentswhichIenjoyed.

At20:00wesaidourgoodbyes

"Wewillmetyouattheotherside"hismother

says

"Yesmom"

Zwelikhathebantutookmybagandplacedhis

indexfingerinmyhandthenwalkedtohis

greenCorsa.



"Lovearewenotgoingtosleepheretonight?"I

ask

"No"

Wedroveofftothebush,inthemiddleofthe

trees.

"Timetoclearourmindsagain?"Iask

Hesmiles

"Yes"

Hewalkedouttomyside,openedthedoorthen

tookmyhand.



"Willyoubeabletogetontopofthecarroof?"

"WellbecauseIam fatIthinkIwillbreakyour

roof"

"Noyouwon't"

Webothgotontopofthecarroofandlooked

atthestars.

"Youseethatstarthatisshinningbrighterthan

allthestars?"

"YesIsee"

"That'syouandthelessshinningnexttoit

that'sme"

"WhyshouldIbetheoneshinningbrighterand

notyou"



Heplaceshisrighthandonmybelly

"Itsbecauseyouaremyglisteringstar,mylight

whenindark,mypillarofstrengthandyouwith

mykidsaremyprioritytoliveandwakingup

everydaytogotoworkjustforyou"

Isighwithtears

"Don'tcrymysweetyellowbone"hesays

kissingmycheek

Igiggle

"Wheredidyougetthatname?"

"IcreateditwhileIwasmissingyou"



Igiggleagainwithhim joiningme

"Sowhenyousaid"kids"howmanykidsareyou

talkingabout?"

Helookedupthenstaredatmyeyes

"Allthestarsaroundus"

"What?!That'salot"

Welaugh.

Heisstillstaringatme.

"What?"

"Yousobeautifulmywife"



"Thankyou"

Westareintoeachotherwithnowords

exchanged

"Sodoyouclearyourmindeverytime?"Iask

"YeseverytimeIgetIuseit.Doyou?"

"NoIneverhadtimeforthat"

"Wellnowsinceyouwillbewithmewewillbe

doingittogetheroften"

"Okthen"

Ilookeduptowatchedthestarsthenthenext

thingIfeelhim kissingmyneck.

"Speckingofbabieslet'smakeanotherone"



"Thatwon'thappenIam alreadypregnant"

"ThenIwillputmysperm inyouinadvance"

Igiggle.Hekeepsonkissingme.Wegotoff

from theroofthenwenttothisothergigantic

treethathideduswithitslongleaves.He

kissedmyneckthatmadememoan.Hishands

goesundermydressthenslidesdownmy

underweardown.Hemovedtomylips."I

missedmakinglovetoyou"hesaysbetween

thekiss.Bythewayweonlyhadsexoncesince

wemet.

Hishandssqueezesmybumssotight.His

otherhandmovedtomywaist.Iunzippedhis

jeanandundidhisbelt.Iplacemyhandsathis

testiclesandpenis.Hegroansstillinmylips.

Unexpectedlyheentersme.Inandouthegoes

outofmesoslow.



"Fasterfasterfaster"Idon'tknowwhereIget

thisbravenessbutyeahIhadit

Hestoppedandstaredatmeforsometime

"Whatdidyoujustsay?"Heaskednotbelieving

whatIasked

Ilookeddownshyly.Heplaceshisindexfinger

undermychinandmademetofacehim.

"Don'tbeshyIam allyours"hesaysthen

giggles

Hemovedagainincreasinghispacejustthe

wayIwished.



Soitistrueaboutwhatthewomanwantsgets.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Aftersomeamazinghourswefinallygot

dressedandgotinthecar.

Heheldmyhandaswedroveoff.

Wegottohisplaceatehostela(flat).Istilldon't

lovethisplacewithmysoul.Iheldontohim

tighter.

Aswewerewalkdownthepassagewehearda

malevoiceshout"Zwelikhathebantu!".Weturn



andtherestoodfourmenandthatoldmanthat

stoppedthefightbetweenZwelikhathebantu

andthatotherguytheotherIwashere.

Theyisamountainofthingsnexttothem then

theoldmanhadalighterinhisrighthand.

"Pleasedon'tburnmyclothes.Ibegyoubrajob"

Zwelikhathebantubegs

"Ohyoucannowbeg.Itoldyoutwodaysago

thatitseitheryoubowformeorImakeyourlife

alivinghell"theoldmansaysalsoknownas

Brajob

"Youdidbutpleasedon'tburnwhatIhave

workedhardforIbegyou"

"Nowbowforyourking"

Zwelikhathebantustoodstill.Youcantellthat



hewillneverdothattoanothermanwhileheis

amanhimself.

"SeemslikeMrhardheadedmanwon'tdowhat

Ipleadfor"

Anotherskinnylightskinnedguypickedupa

bagandtookoutbabyclothes.Ohmylove

boughtourbabyclothes.

"Youexpecting?"Heasksthenlaughs

"Can'tyouseethatsexymamahecamewith

lasttimehasnowturnedtobigmama"another

guysays

Iwashurtwithwhattheysaidaboutmy

physicalappearancebutIsaidnothing.Iheld

ontighteronZwelikhathebantu'stop.



"Healsoboughtadressforbigmama"

Theylaugh.Godwhyaretheydoingthistous.

Godofpeacepleasestopthem!

"Areyougoingtobow?"Theoldmanasks

Silent

"Iwillneverbowforsonofman"

Zwelikhathebantusayscalmly

"What?!"Theyallsayshocked

Zwelikhathebantustaredatmethensmiled.We

walkedtohisflatthengotonhisfloorbed.I

wishtheywouldhavetakenthispainfulbed



insteadofmybaby'sclothes.Justkidding!

Hahaha

"WowIdidn'tknowthatyouwerelisteningto

methatday?"

"Ialwayslistentoyoumywife"

Isigh

Heplaceshisheadonmybellyandlistenedto

oursonkickasalways.

...

Knockknock



Zwelikhathebantuwokeuptoopenthedoor

andayoungboyinhisteenyearsgotinwith

plastics.

"Fanawhatareyoudoinginmyflatthisearlyin

themorning?"

"Bafo(brother)Icametogiveyoubackyour

thingsandyouwillhavetogetoutofthisplace

assoonasyoucan"

"Wheredidyougetmythings?"

"Istolethem foryou"

"What?!"

"Bafo(brother)theyisnotimeforquestions

andbythewayyoudeserveitaftersavingmy

lifealotoftimesIoweyoumylifetillIdie.Now

getmysisterinlawoutofherebeforethose

selfishhitmankillyou"



Theboywalksout

"Wehavetoleave"

Wedidn'tbathoranythingwejustgotupand

left.

Zwelikhathebantuwasonthephonewith

someone

"Mawakebantumayyoupleaseletusinyour

house"

.....

"IwilltellyouwhenIgethomesopleasehelp

meoutbrother"

.....

"Sure"



Hehungup

WedrovetoBela-Bela.Thehousewasbig,nota

doublestorybutbigandclean

Wegotoutwithourbags

"Wearegoingtobathattheguestroom's

bathroom sothatwecantakeourplaneto

Zimbabwe"hesays

"ZwelikhathebantuwhoisMawakebantu?"

"Myolderbrother.Heisbasicallymyhalf

brotherbecausehehashisownfather.We

didn'tsharethesamefatherbutwedoshare

thesamemother.HisfatherlivesinLesotho

butbecausehedisownedhissonmyfather

raisedhim"



Oh

Wegotintheshowertogether.Wewashed

eachothercleanthengotdressedinmyred

kneelength,bodyhugging,longsleevedress

withmyblackhighheels.Zwelikhathebantu

washandsomeinhisredChineseshirt,black

jeanandblacksneakers.

Wehadbreakfastthenwashedthedishes

"LooklovieIboughtyouandmysonsomething.

Itwassupposedtobeasurprisebutbecause

nowtheyhadopenedit,Ithinkitisnota

surpriseanymore"

Igiggle.Didhehavetosaythatandremindme



ofthosecruelpeople

"Istilllovetheclothes"

Hesmiles

...

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Thegateopensandinthecargoesin

WOW!!!!!!!!Iam Scandalized,quizzical,shocked.

Ijustcan'tbelievemyeyes.



Thisplaceisbeautiful,gigantic,naturaland

unbelievable.Theyisabeautifuldoublestory

housethatispaintedwiththeNdebele

drawings,littlebitofgoldandwoodorshouldI

sayabrunchfrom atreebecauseyoucantell

thatitwasnotyetprocessedbutitisalready

usedasadecordesign.Theyisatremendous

waterfallbehindthebighousethatkeepson

flowing.Theyaredifferentdepartments,Isaw

oldandyoungladiesputtingbeadsandgold

togethertomaketheNdebelerings,necklaces,

bandsandmanymore,theotherdepartmentis

formakingclaypotsfortraditionalbeer.Others

weremakingthem withclay,othersweredrying

them andthelastoneswerepaintingthem.

Theywereothersthatweremakingtheblankets.

Manweremeltinggoldotherwerecomingout

ofabigwholewithbarsofgoldandblack

diamonds.



Thecarstopsinfrontofthehouseandout

cameeverybodyIdon'tknow.

Wegotoutandpeoplebegantosingasong

gettingcloser.

"Theprinceisback,thekingdom raisesagain,

halalahalala"theysanganddrumsbegantobe

playedbymansittinghighupinthemountain

whichmadeaverydeepsound

Peopleweredancing,happyandmakinghappy

sounds

"Ndodanda(son)youback"Zwelikhathebantu's

fathersays

"Yesbaba(dad)"



Hegoesdownononeknee.Iam confusedas

hell.

Hisfamilyarestandingindifferentlevelsofthe

staircase.Wewalktowardsthem,onethefirst

stairstheywasayoungboythatlookedlike

Zwelikhathebantuwitheverything,theeyes,the

lips,nose,Imeaneverything.

"Iam Bantu"hesays

Weshakehands

"Areyou...."

"Wenottwinsifthatiswhatyouwantedtosay"

Zwelikhathebantusays



"MostpeoplesaythatbutIdon'tseemyself

lookinglikehim"Bantusays

"Iam eightyearsolderthanhim soplease"

Zwelikhathebantusaysrollinghiseyes

"NohemeansIam eightyearsolderthanhim

nottheotherwasaround"

"BantuIam older"

"Withagenotwithbrains"

"Bantu...."

"Willyoutwostopit!"Theirmothershouts

Wewalkwalktotheotherstaircaseandthere

stoodatallguywhowasdarkskinnedwithblue

eyeswithawarm smileonhisface.

"Iam Mawakebantu"hesays

"HeismyolderbrotherthatItoldyouabout"



Zwelikhathebantusays

"Ohok.Nicetomeetyou"wehandshake

Towstairsandwewerestandinginfrontofan

oldcouple.Themalewasthecopyof

Zwelikhathebantu'sfather,hiseyeswerebig

andbrown.Thefemalealsohadbigeyesjust

thatareblack.

"Wearehisgrandparents"thefemalesayswith

asmilebutthemalewasn'tsmilingatall

"Hi"Isay

WemovetohisparentsandIwasgivenavery

tightandawarm hugfrom hismother.One

thingIhavenoticedabouttheguysthathad

Zwelikhathebantu'sbloodisthattheydon't

smile.Iwonderwhy?



"Welcomein"Zwelikhathebantu'sfathersays

ThebigwoodendooropensandIenternature.

Theyisawoodenfloor,woodenchairs,table.I

couldsmellthenatureifwoodinhere.Thenat

therighthandsidetheyisalivingroom that

doesn'thaveaTVbutjustwooden

uncomfortablechairsbutimustsayitlooks

neatandnew.

Weallsatatthedinnerwoodenroom.

Zwelikhathebantu'sfathersatonalarger

woodenchairthathadarealheadofabullonit

andhismothersatonalittlebitlargechairthat

hasaskinofabullontopofit.

Theworkerscamewiththosetinplatsthathad



brownpapwithearthwormsandcupsofwater.

Everyoneprayedthenate.Nocommunication

wasdonejustthesoundofpeopleeating

expectforme.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Wegotonourplaneandoffwewent.

AftersomefewhoursweareatZimbabwe.Our

driverhadaboardwritten"Mahlangu".Iloved

hisoutfit.Hewaswearingablackskinnyjean

withtheChineseshirtbutwithNdebelecolors

andhisItalianshoes.Hewassimplebut

impressive.

"Baba"theguywentdownonhisknee



"Lotjha(hi)"Zwelikhathebantugreets

"Lotjhani(hi)"heanswers

Hetakesourbagsthenplacesthem intheboot

ofthecarthatisblackwithblackwindows.

What'supwiththisfamilyandblackcars?

Wegotinthelimbothenmadeourselves

comfortable.

"Arewegoingtoyourhome?"Iask

"Yes"helooksoutthewindow

Eversincewegotherehehasbeenquietand

distancedIwonderwhat'swrong.

Ialsolookedoutmywindow.Zimbabweis



beautifulandamazing,greentreesandglass.

Monkeysatthesideoftheroadseating

bananasfrom thetrees.Whataplaceofheaven.

Thecardroveintoajungle.Theroadwasmade

ofgold,Idon'tknowifitisrealornotbutwhatI

knowthattheroadisgold.Theywerealso

animalswalkingfreelyinthejungle.Godwhatis

thisplace?

"Zwelikhathebantuwhatisthisplace?"

Hesmilesandpointsanotherboardthatread

"welcometothekingdom ofZwelikhathebantu"

WHAT!!!!!

"MyfathernamedmeZwelikhathebantu

becauseofhiskingdom"hesays



Mymouthisstillopen

"Sowhocreatedthename?"

"Myfourfathers,Zwelikhathebantu"

"TheywerealsoZwelikhathebantu?"

"Yes.DadsaysIam likethem sohebelieves

thatZwelikhathebantuisbackthroughme"

That'scrazybutyouknowwhenitcomesto

suchspiritualconversationswehavetobelieve

theimpossible.

Wegottothisgiganticgoldgatethathadaface

ofabullwithsharphornsandanoseringon

thenose.



Am Iinheaven?

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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IthasbeentwoweeksandImustsayitishell.I

haveneverbeeninsuchaplaceinmylife,Ieat

different,dressdifferent,behavedifferentoh

God!Everythingisjustnewtome.HardbutI

havetoacceptit.

"Loviewhatareyouthinking?"

Zwelikhathebantuaskscomingoutofthe

shower



Iwassogladthattheroomsaremodern.The

roomsarenotinthemainhouse.What'sinthe

mainhouseisthethedinnertableroom,living

room andthreekitchens.Ourroomsarearound

themainhouse,theyareNdebelehurts,painted

withbeautifulcolourstoo.Theyarealldifferent

insideandoursImustsaythatitlooksso

boyishanddarkbutIdon'thavetojudgeit

becausethisisnotmyroom afterallit

Zwelikhathebantu'sroom.Imustsayheloves

thoseexpensivebrands,evenourbeddinglooks

expensive.WehaveGuccipillowsforwhatI

alsodonotknow,hisshoesareinlineandneat,

expensivetoo.Hisclothesareofbrandnames,

RM whichistheonlycommonthinginhis

clothesfrom caps,shoesandtopstherestof

thebrandsIcan'tspellorpronounsthat'show

newtheyareinmyeyes.

"NoIam justlookingaroundtheroom"Isay



"Why?Youdon'tlikeit?"

"Well.........shouldIbehonest?"

"Yes"

"Itlooksexpensiveandneattoo"Isaywitha

fakesmile

Hegiggles

"Iknow"hesays

"Lovewhatam Igoingtodotoday?"

Ihavetoaskbecauseinthisplacehis

grandmotherandmotherdon'tallowmeto

cleanordoanythingsinceIam notyetmarried

tothefamily.

"Idon'tknow.Maybeyoucanchangethisroom



becauseIcanseethatyoudon'tlikethedesign

inthisroom"

Didhejustreadmyfeelings

"Noitsnotlikethatitsjust......."

"Solyingyouwillbityourtough"hesaysgetting

dressed

Ilookaway.

"Sowherewillyoube?"

"Out"

"Whereto?"

"HuntingandImightnotbehometodayor

tomorrow"



"What!?"

"Don'tfreakoutitsjusttwoweeks"

Igivehim afrownandfoldmyarms

"Andyouonlytellingmethisnow?Icouldhave

packedyourclothes,madeyoulunch,make

surethatyouhaveeverythingsortedandnowI

havetodothatnow?"

Hegiggles

"Iloveyouthatyoucarealotaboutmemywife

buttheyisnoneedforallthosethings.Whena

mangoestohuntforhisfamilytheygetthings

from themainhousewhichmyfatherwillhand

overtome"



"Willyoubesatisfiedwiththosethings?"

"YesIwastrainedwhenIwasturning16on

howtohuntandnowIam amastersodon't

worryyourselfplusthathuntingbagwasused

from 1913bymygreatgrandfathersandthey

alwayscamebackwithabullfortheirfamilies

soIwillalsocomebackwithabull"

"Ihopeyouwillbefineloveandbecareful"Isay

Mindyouitisonlystill01:30andhewokeme

uptowatchhim bathandtotellmethese

horriblenews.

Hegivesmeapeckonmylipsthenwalksout.

WhenhewalksoutIgobacktosleepwithmy

worriedmind.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"



ByL

Someoneisshakingmelightly,Iwakeupand

therestoodZwelikhathebantu'sgrandfather

nexttomybed.

"Icanseethatyoucansleepnow"hesays

"DidIoversleep?"

"Yes.Itis13:00already"

Nobaddreamsatall!!!

"Imustsaythatwhenyouhereallthebad

dreamsgoawaybecauseevilspiritscannot

enterthisholyplace"hesayslookingatme

rightinmyeyes.



Igetoutofbedandlookathim

"Bathandyouwillfindmeatthemainhouse"

hesays

Iwalktothebathroom thenshowed,got

dressedinmyfloorlengthblackandwhite

dress,coveredmyheadwithawhitecloth,put

onmyblackflatshoesandcoveredmy

shoulderswiththeNdebeleblanket.Iwentto

themainhouseandIgothim thereeatingthe

brownporridge.AsIsatdowntheworkersalso

gavememine.

Westillateinsilent.Zwelikhathebantutoldme

thatitistheirculturethatwhenyoueatyou

don'ttalk.



Whenwewerebothdonehefinallysaid"let's

takeatour"

Hetookmyhandthenwalkedaroundthismain

house.Wewentthroughthelongpassagethat

hadsomanydoors

"Thesearetheroomsthatwerebuiltbyusin

1913"hesays

OhwellIcantelltheyold.

"Yestheydolookoldbutyoushouldknowthat

theyshouldn'tbechanged.Nevermakethat

mistakeinyourlife"hesayswithafrown

"Why?"

"Becauseeverythingwehavebuiltitishowthey



shouldbeandtheyisnootherwaythisplace

shouldbe"

Thedoorsweremadeofbaboo,theywasno

beditisjustasimpletraditionalmat.

Wemovedtothelivingroom.

"Thisplacealsoshouldalsonotbechangedfor

ittolastforthenextgeneration"

Wewalkoutofthehouseandwewentintoa

Gorged.Iwasn'tscaredoranythingIwasjust

feelingsafebeinginthisGorged.

"Thisplaceistheplaceofpeace,loveand

comfort.Thisplaceiswhereallthekingsthat



willbesittingonthatgoldenchairareborn."He

saysholdingmybelly

Wewalkdeeperandthenweenteredaplaceof

statuesthatweredressedinaskinofabull.

"Thesearethepastkingsthatlivedandwhen

theydietheyalsodiewiththeirbulls"hesays

Eachstatuehasanameunderneath,wethu,

ndo,kuhle,ediandgo

"Whatdoesthesenamesmean?"

"Itmeansthathim andhissibling'snames

endedwiththoseletters.ThiswasKing

Zhawethu,KingThando,KingLindaokuhle,King

LesediandKingLesego"



Interesting

"Andweredotheygetthesedifferenteyes?"

OnethingIhavenoticedisthatallthesekings

havedifferenteyelids.

"Eachkinghaddifferentpowersandtheir

eyelidsrepresentedtheirpowers.Greenmeans

thepowerofnature,redthepoweroffire,blue

powerofwater,brownmeansyouhavea

combinationofallthesepowers"

WhatZwelikhathebantuhasbrowneyessoit

means.......Ohshootthiscan'tbereal.



"Isthisevenreal?"

"Hardtobebelievebutyouneedtostartto

believetheimpossiblebecausewitharoundmy

daringyouwillkeeponguessing"

That'strue

Wewalkbacktothemainhousewithhim still

holdingmyhand.

"JustknowthatIhavebeenshowingyouthis

placetoletyouknowthatithasmorethan100

yearsanditshouldbelikethisformanyfor

yearstocome"

"Ifthisplacewasbuiltbyyouandithasmore

than100yearslikethisthenhowoldareyou"

"Ihavebeenlivingformillionyears"



WHAT!!!!!

"Itoldyouthatyouneedtostarttobelievethe

impossible"

Istareathim withmyeyeswideopen

"Andbythewaywhenyoursonisbornname

him Kwenzakwenkosi.Justsoyouknowhis

grandfatherwilldiethatdayheisbornandall

hisgrandfather'sgiftswillallflowtohim and

theywillbemoregreaterandstrongerthanever

whentheylandonhim"

Iam stilllookingathim



"Byeseeyourealsoon"

Helet'sgoofmyhandthenwalksaway

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"Hithere"Bantu

"Hi"

"Youlookfarawaywiththoughts.What'sup?"

"Wellyourgrandfatherjusttoldmesomething

soshocking"

Hegavemeaconfusedface

"MamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherto



Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)

grandfatherisnothere.Hewentoutwithmy

fatherandZwelikhathebantuforhunting"he

says

"Nohewashere.Hejustspoketome"

Hehadaworriedface

"But......."

"NohewashereIsawhim"

Iwalkedoutsoangry.Whatisthiskidtryingto

saythatIam lunatic.Iwalktotheoldgrannies

thatweremakingclaypots.

"Hi"



Theyboweddown.Iam confused,whatdoIsay

next.

"Youneedtosayyoumaynowgetup"a

woman'svoicesays

IturnanditisZwelikhathebantu'sgrandmother.

Sheisfatandcutewithherlightskin.

"Youmaygetupnow"Isay

Theyallgotup

"Icametohelpyou"Isay

TheylookedateachotherlikeIjustspokean

alienlanguage.Ilookeduphighatthe



mountainsandIsawoldladiespickingout

veggies

"Don'tworryyourselvesIwilljustgohelpwith

veggies"

"NO!!"theyallsayincludingZwelikhathebantu's

grandmother

"Why?"

"Comeletmeexplainhowthissideoftheworld

functions"

Shetakesmyhandaswewalkaroundthis

beautifulgreenyard.

"Mostofthethingssuchasclaypots,planting

veggiesorpickingoutveggiesaremostlydone



byoldladiesthathavestoppedmenstruation"

"Why?"

Shegigglesso.........Idon'tknow........likealady.

"NowthatisastoryIwilltellyouanotherday"

"SowhatcanIdo?"

"Foryou.Icanadviseyoutosleeptillthebaby

isborn"

"NomaIwanttobebusy"

"Wellyoucangowashthethreefootpotsorgo

getwoodsandmakefoodfortonight"

"OhwellIcandothat"

IwenttowashthepotsandIaskedBantuto

helpmeturnthepotsbecausetheywereso

heavy.AfterItooktheveggiesthatwere



broughtbythegranniesandusedthem tomake

mydinnerthatwewillbeeatingtonight.Iam

sickandtidyofthattraumaticfoodsotoday

theyaregoingtoeatmyfood.Iwasn'tgoingto

dosomethingfancyIam justgoingtodo

somethingrelish.Imadebrownpap,chakalaka,

redmeatandbeanssalad.Imadeitfor

everyone.Icalledtheteensthatwerethereto

visittheirgrandparentstogivetheir

grandparentsandforthemselves,Ialsoasked

Bantutogivehismom,grandmotherand

Mawakebantufoodandtoalsotakehisfood.I

tookmyplateandwenttoeatatthemain

housewiththerestofthefamily.

WhenIwalkedintheywerediggingintheir

platesliketheyhaveneverateinyears.

"Didyoupray?"Iask



"Yeswedid"Zwelikhathebantu'smom says

"Yourfoodisamazing"Mawakebantusays

bitinghismeat

"Thankyou"Isayshyly

"Yesmydarlingyoudidavery........"

"Veryverygoodjob"Bantucompletedhis

grandmother'ssentence

Ismiledandlookedatthem eatinrelish.Wow

thatmeansImadeareallygoodjobandwith

mygoodjobIjustmadethem talkwhileeating.

"MawhenisZwelikhathebantucomingback

from hunting"Iasklookingat

Zwelikhathebantu'smom

"MimitobehonestIam alsolikeyouIdon't

knowwhenwilltheycomeback"



"Oh"

"Youmisshim?"

"Alot"

"Anywayhowdidyouguysmeet?"Bantuasks

"Iwilltellyouafterdinner"

Wecontinuetoeatandtalkaboutrandom

things.WhileIontheothersideIthoughtofmy

love.

AfterdinnerMawakebantuandBantuhelped

mewithwashingdishes

"Sodoyoureallylovemybrotheroryoujust

theretoplaywithhim?"Mawakebantuasks

"Iloveyourbrotherfrom heretothemoonand

backplusheismyfirstandmylast"Isay



"Mmmmmmmmm whydidn'tyoujustdate

me?"BantusaysandMawakebantuslapsthe

backofhishead

Ilaughatthem

"MamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)

youevenhaveaperfectsmile,beautyandall

thingsareattherightposition.Imustsayifmy

brotherhurtsyouIwillproudlykillhim and

keepyouformyself"hesays

Mawakebantuslapshim againandchasedhim

awaywhileIlaughedmylungsout.

"Pleasedon'tlistentothatcrazybrotherof

mine"hesaysgigglingandmejoininghim



Iwashandhewipes

"ThereasonIaskedyouthatquestionwas

becauseIsawmybrothergoingthroughpainof

lovewhileothergirlsplayedwithhisheartof

gold.Othersevenliedaboutbeingpregnant

withhisbabyonlytofindoutthatthebabyitis

hisfriend.Iam givingyouthispersonal

informationbecauseItrustedyoufrom dayone

thatyouareheretostayandIbegyoutodon't

dothesamethinglikealltheothergirlsthat

cameinhislife"

Iam sadashetoldthestory.

"Iam sosorrythatyouhadtogothroughthat

thiswithZwelikhathebantuandallIcansayisI



willneverdothattoyourbrother"

HesmilesandIsmileback

"Sotellmeblueeyesareyouseeingsomeone?"

Hegiggles

"Wowreally,blueeyes?"

"Whydon'tyouandyourbrotherliketobecalled

bythecolourofyoureyes"

"Itsbecauseyoumakeusfeelabnormal"

"Comeonabnormalmeansunique"

Helaughs



Whenweweredonewewentbacktothehouse

thenwesatinthelivingroom andItoldthem

abouthowmeandZwelikhathebantumetthen

wenttoourhuts.

WhenIwasabouttowalkinmyhut

Zwelikhathebantu'smom tappedonmy

shoulder

"Heysorry"

"Noitisok"Isaywithasmile

"Ijustwantedtothankyouforyouramazing

foodandwishyousweetdreams"

"Thanksandyoutoo"

Shewalksawaywithasmile.Igotintomy

room,wenttoshowerandbecauseofit'shotI

wenttosleepnecked.Ohyeahanightwithout



mylove,itstrulygoingtobealongnight.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

ċɦaքtɛʀ10

Newrecipesdoneinthisplace.Peoplehave

beenpraisingmyfoodsointhemorningI

wouldmakeeggs,baconandbreadorjustdo

eggs.MiddayImakehomemadeburgers,chips

andanyotherfatsandintheafternoonIcook

anythingIfeellikecooking.That'smynewjob.

It'satnightandIhavedonemyjobandnowI

am goingtosleep.Ientermyroom andsingmy

favoritegospelsong.ThisplaceissohotsoI

keepthedooropen.



"Humbleyourselfbythesideofthelordandhe

shall........"

"Liftyouup"amalevoicebehindmesings

along

Iturnandtherestoodmyhandsomeman.Heis

standingbythedoorandhiseyeswereallover

me.Helooksdarkernotthathewaslight

skinnedbeforebuthelooksdarkerandnumb.

Ismileandcoverhim withmyarmsaroundhis

waist.Hesmellssounpleasant.

Icovermynose

"Loveyouneedtobath"



"Iam notthatbad"

"Trustmeyouarethatbad"

Hegiggles

"Iwasabouttogoandshowerdoyouwantto

joinme"

"Whynot"

Heclosethedoorandlocksit.Wetookoffour

clothesthenwentintheshower.Whenwegot

thereIkissedhislips,heldhispenismaking

him groan.TonightIwillbekeepinghim busy.I

am hungryandhehastosatisfymebecausehe

leftmeforaverylongtime.Afterthesexinthe

showerwemovedtothecorneroftheroom,

window,floorandfinallywewentthebed.7

hourslaterweweredoneandjustrelaxing.His



headwasonmybigbellyandmyhandwas

brushinghissofthair.Ididnotnoticehiswaves

andImustsayitlooksgoodonhim.

"LovieImissedyou"hesays

"Missedyoutoo"

Ikisshisforehead

"Misokuhle,MyQueen
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Iwokeupat05:00andwenttoshower.Igot

dressedinmyjeanbodyhugging,kneelength

dresswithmywhiteflipflops.

"Whereareyougoingsoearlyinthemorning?"



Zwelikhathebantuasksinhissleepydeepvoice

"Iam onduty"

"What?"Hesatupstraightwithhissleepyeyes

"SleeploveIwillcallyouwhenIam done"

Iwenttomypartner'shut

"Bantu!"Iyell

Heopensthedoorallsleepy

"Comeon"hesays

"Don'tmakeyoudragyouout"Isay

"Iam up"

"Bath"



HeclosedthedoorandIwenttowaitforhim at

ourcookingspot.

Afterhoursofwaitinghefinallycameandwe

didourjob.At06:30thekidswerealready

waitinginlines.

"Ithinktheyloveyourfood.Theyhavenever

waitedforfoodlikethisbefore"Bantusays

"AndIalsolovingcookingitforthem"

At08:00wepreparedbreakfastfortheroyal

family.At09:00everyonewasatthetable

includingthetiedZwelikhathebantu.

"Whathappenedtothemenu?"

Zwelikhathebantuasks



"BabyyourwifechangeditandImustsayI

enjoyit"Zwelikhathebantu'sgrandmothersays

"Metoo"Bantu

"Methree"Mawakebantu

"Actuallyallofuseventhevillagers"

Zwelikhathebantu'smom sayswithasmileon

herface

Zwelikhathebantulookedatmewithaproud

smileonhisface.

"Wellseemslikealothashappenedwhilewe

weregone"Zwelikhathebantusays

"Yesson"hisfatheradds

Wepraythenateevenhavingconversations

between.Iwassohappytoseethem allthis



happy.

MeandMawakebantudidourjob,whichis

washingdishesthenwenttoourrooms

WhenIgotinmyroom Zwelikhathebantudeep

inhissleepsoIwenttokeepmyselfbusyby

makingbeadswiththeotheryoungladies.They

weretellingmehowtheyallarecrushingon

Bantubuthewasnotentertainingthem.Wellno

lieBantuisacuteyoungmanbuttheydon'tsuit

him,don'tgetmewrongIam justbeinghonest.

AsIwasbusywithgirlsIseeZwelikhathebantu

andMawakebantutalkingitseemslike

Mawakebantuwaswarninghim withsomething

becauseofthewayhewaslookingdown.When

helooksupoureyeslockbuthehadasadface,

IlookatMawakebantuandhehadafakesmile,



Iwonder.

Icookedintheafternoonthenweallwentto

ourhuts.IheldZwelikhathebantu'sindexfinger

aswewalkedtoourhut,bythewayhewas

waitingformeatthemainhouseandsaidheis

notgoingtoourhutwithoutme.

Wegotinthenhelocked.Wetookoffour

clothesthensatinthebathtubtogetherwith

mylegsacrosshis.

"LovewhatwereyouandMawakebantutalking

aboutearlierthatworry'syousomuch"

"Nothingmuch"

"Sowekeepingsecrets"



Hesmiles

"Hewastellinghowmuchhelovesandhow

muchhewillchooseyouovermewhenIbreak

yourheart"

"Iloveyourbrotherstheyarekind,lovingand

helpfuljustlikeyou"

Hesmilesagain

"Weallgotitfrom theMabthatraisedus"he

sayspullingmeclosertohim

IfeelpainbutIignoreit.Wegotoutofthebath

tubthengotinourbednecked.

Zwelikhathebantuputshishandonmybelly



thenIfeltasharppainagain.Helet'sgowhen

heseesthatIfeltpain

"Mywifeareyouok"

Ithitsagain

"Aaaaaaaaa!!!!"

Zwelikhathebantustoodupworried

"Zwelikhathebantuithurts!!!!!"

Wewalksoutscreaming"MAMA!GOGO!"

Ifeltallpainsthattheworldcabprovideinthat



moment.Ifeltitonlegs,arms,belly,handsoh

Godeverywhere.

IstandupsothatIcancovermyselfthenIsaw

bloodonthesheet.NONONOITCAN'TBENO!

Iwascryingmylungsout.Iheardcryingofa

womanoutsideIwonderedwhatishappening

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Zwelikhathebantugotinwithtwotallguyswith

anestbed.

"Babeareyoustillok?"Zwelikhathebantuasks

worried



"ZWELIKHATHEBANTUTHEYISBLOODON

THEBEDICAN'TBEOKAAAAAAA!!!!!!"Iyelled

pullinghistop

Hecloseshisears

"Lovierelaxplease"hesaysclam

"ICAN'TWHATIFLOSEMYBABY.

Zwelikhathebantuwhatifheisgone"Isayin

tears

Histearsfloweddownhischeeksstilllooking

atmeintheeyes

"Pleaserelaxmamaka

Kwenzakwenkosi(motherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)



Icriedandhehelpedtheguystocarrymeas

theyplacemeonthenestbed.Iwasinpainand

Iwasscaredoflosingmybabyatthesame

time.WewalkoutandsawZwelikhathebantu's

grandmothercryingonherknees,

Zwelikhathebantu'smom wascomfortingher

andZwelikhathebantu'sdadgotinthe

ambulance.Iwonderwhat'sgoingon.

AswewalktoaplacethatIdon'tknowIlookup

andlookatthestarsandpraythatmybaby

doesnotdie.

WegottotheGorgeandtheywerefourold

ladiesstandingattheentrance.

"Makeitfast!"Theyyelled



Zwelikhathebantuwasatmysideholdingmy

hand.WhenIgotinIcansaythatIam familiar

withthisplacebutwhatam Idoinghere?

"LovieIwillbewithyouthroughthickandthin"

Zwelikhathebantusayswithtears

Whatmadehim saythat?

Theoldladiestookoffmyclothesandplaced

meinthisnaturaldam whichmademypain

betterbuttheywerestillthere.Ashorterold

ladyheldmybellyandsmiled

"Kwenzakwenkosiisnotreadytocomeoutso

pleasewait"shesays



Howdoessheknowthatmybaby'snameis

Kwenzakwenkosi?

"Iknowbecausethatisthenamehisgreat

grandfathersgavehim beforehewaseven

madebythetwoofyou"

Igaveheraconfusedlook

"Icanreadyourthoughts"shesays

OhGodthenImuststopthinkingabout

ZwelikhathebantuandIbusybeforeshesays

thatoutloud

"MindyouIheardthat"shegigglesthenwalks



away

IlookedatZwelikhathebantuandheissmiling

holdingmybellyandhand

"Heisstillcoming"hesays

Ismile

WhilewewerewaitingforKwenzakwenkosito

kickZwelikhathebantudecidestodancehis

skhotanemovestomakemeignorethepain.

AshewasdancingIjustwishedtotakeoffall

hisclothes.Trustedmehelookscharmingin

hisswagpantsandthematchingtop.

Aftersomehoursofgigglingandhavingfunthe



babykickssohardandthatmademescream

myvoiceoutwhichmadetheoldladiesto

comerunningtowardsme.

"Notyettime"

"WHATDOYOUMEANBECAUSETHEPAINS

AREKICKINGIN!!!"

"Imeanjustasecondnow"

Sheclosedhereyesthenopenthem andthey

werewhitethenshespokeintoughs.

"Weneedyoutonowpush"theothertwoladies

say

IheldonZwelikhathebantu'shandandpush



"AAAAAAAAAAAA!!!!!"Ipush

"PUSHAGAIN"

"YOUCANDOITMYWIFE"Zwelikhathebantu

shouts

Ipushthenbreatheandpushagain.Ididthat

processforalmostanhourthenfinally

KwenzakwenkosicametoEarththenhewas

placedonmychest.

BabeCriesfilledtheGorge.

"MOOO!MOOO!"Soundofabull

Weseeshadowsofthebullgettingcloserand

makingitssound.



Everyonearoundusranawaybut

Zwelikhathebantu,meandthebabystayed

behind.IwassoscaredsoIheld

Zwelikhathebantu'shandtightandclosedmy

eyes.AsIwaswaitingforactionnothing

happenedsoIopenmyeyesandthebulllicks

thebaby.Thebabygigglesandforthefirsttime

heopenshiseyes.Whenwesawhisdifferent

eyesmeandZwelikhathebantulookedateach

othershocked.Thebullwalksaway.Theladies

camebackthentheywentwashedthebaby

whileIalsowenttocleanmyselfwiththehelp

ofZwelikhathebantu.IgotdressedinaNdebele

blanketthatcoveredmybodywell.

"Iam happythatyouweresostrongand

pushedtomakeoursontoseethesunof

tomorrow"

"Icouldn'thavedoneitwithoutyou"Isaybaby

kissinghislipswhichmadehim blush



"IloveyoumamakaKwenzakwenkosi(mother

toKwenzakwenkosi/motherof

Kwenzakwenkosi)

"IloveyouBabakaKwenzakwenkosi(fatherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/fatherofKwenzakwenkosi)

"Ilovethesoundofthat"

"Wearebothparentsnow"Isaysmilingandhe

kissedme

Whenwegotbacktotheoldladiestheyallhad

worriedfaces

"What'swrong?"Iask

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



ċɦaքtɛʀ11

NobodyknowswearegoneandIdon'tthink

theyissomeonethatknowthatIgavebirthto

myson.

"BabapleasetakeustoSouthAfrica"

Zwelikhathebantutellsthisguy

Weholdhandsaswegointhiscar.

"Areyouok?"Iaskseeinghissadface

"Iam justworriedaboutthekingdom"

HehaseveryrighttobecomeworriedbutIfeel

liketheyisareasonwehavetogo.

...



WeareinSouthAfricabeforeweevenknowit.

Zwelikhathebantuisstilldepressedabout

leavinghomeandIam sickandworriedabout

him.

Wewenttohisflatandwhenweopenedthe

doorIgotshockedwhichalmostmademefall

down.

"Zwelikhathebantuthiscan'thappen"Isayin

tears

Iam inhisarmsandintears.Whowoulddo

suchacruelthing.Theboythatgaveusour

thingsthatotherdayhewasshortinourflat.

Youcantellthatitissomethingthathappened

agesagojudgingfrom hisrottenskin.



Whyisthishappeningtous?Whyus?

"Ithinkyouhavetogotoyourparent'shouseso

thatIcansortthisout"

"Andwherewillyousleep?"Iask

"Iam amanIalwayshaveaplandon'tworry

aboutme"

Hecallsataxithenhehelpedmeandoursonin

thetaxi.

"Lovepleasetakecareofyourselfanddon'tdo

somethingthatwillhurtme"Isayintears

"MywifeIwillbebacktoyouthenextmorning

tocomecheckonthebothofyou"

"Promise?"



"Pinkypromise"

Wesmilethenkissandhealsokissedourson.

WhenthetaxitookoffIlookedathim tillhe

fadedawayfrom myeyesandtearsdropagain.

HowIlovemybrownChineseeyesguy.Ismile

atthethoughtofhowabnormalwemet.

SometimelaterIwasdroppedhome,Ithanked

thetaxidriverthenwalkedinthegatesathome.

IwonderwhattheywillsayasIarriveinthe

hoursoftheearlymornings.

Iknockandthereopeneddad.

"Mimi?"

"Yesdad"



"Comeinbaby"

Iwalkin.Ilookatmybabyandheisupand

quite.

"Yougavebirth?"

"Yes"Igivehim thebaby

Hetookmybabyoutofthebullskinheldhim

necked.ThefirstthingKwenzakwenkosidid

wastotouchmydad'schestandgiggleand

wentseriousagainlookingathisgrandfather.

"Thiskidisnotnormal"mydadsays

***yourchildishalfgodandhalfhuman***that

explainsit



"IknowdadbecauseIam alsolikehim"Isay

Hehasaconfusedlookonhisface.Youcantell

thathehassomanyquestionstoaskbuthe

doesnotask.

"DadIam tiedletmegotosleep"Isay

Itakemybabyfrom him thenwalktomyroom

andsleep.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"Yourchild......yourchild...."Theshortoldlady

says



"WHATISWRONG!!"Isayrunningtothem then

takemybabyfrom them

Ilookathim andseenothingwrong

"Iseenothingwrongwithhim"

"Itjustthat..."

Theylookateachother

"Whatisit!"Ishout

"Yourchildhastwodifferenteyes.Thelefteye

isbrownthentheotheroneisblackwhich

meansthathehadthepowerofhisgreat

grandfather,grandfatherandhisfatherplusthe

powerofhismotheratthesametime.Whatwe

meanisthatyourchildisahalfgodandhalf



human"

MeandZwelikhathebantulookateachother

confused.Isthisevenforreal?

"YesitisforrealandIwouldadviseyoutotake

yourthingsandmoveoutofthisplacenow

beforeZwelikhathebantu'sauntygetthisbaby

sincesheislookingforthepowertorulethe

kingdom"

"Butwecan'tdothat"Zwelikhathebantusays

"Youhavetobecauseifyoudon'tyourchildwill

dieorbecauseyourgrandfatherjustdiedyour

otheruncleswillbeheretokillyouandyour

father"shesays

"But......."

"Iknowitissadtoknowthatyourfatherisnext

inthelineofdeathbutyesthatishowitis.



Takeyourfamilyandleaveanddon'ttell

anybody"

Shewentsomewherethencamebackwitha

suitcaseandsaidwemustgoupthemountains

andwewillmeetaoldmanthatwilltakeustoa

safeplace.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"Iwanttheheartofthatlittlewildkid"adeep

voicesays

Sheappearsinthelightanditisthatchubbyold

womanwithsneakgreeneyes.



Imovebackfrightenedthenshelaughs

"Why"Iaskintears

"Iwantthepowerthatthiskidhas"

NowImovetotheGorgewhereIgavebirthto

KwenzakwenkosiandZwelikhathebantu's

grandfatherappearswithanotherperson

lookinglikehim

"Thisplaceiswhereallthekingsthatwillbe

sittingonthatgoldenchairareborn"

Imoveoutsidethekingdom atthegatesand

theotherZwelikhathebantu'sgrandfatherthat

lookslikehisgrandfatherthatfirstspokesays



"thisplaceistheplaceofpeace,loveand

comfort"

IwakeupbreathingfastandIfind

Kwenzakwenkosilookinguptheroofandeating

hisfingers.

Hedidn'tevencrylastnightordoanythingthat

normalkidsdo.Mychildisreallyabnormal.

Ipickhim upthenwalktothekitchentoboil

water.

"Ohmybabysoyouarehome,Ididn'tbelieve

yourfatherwhenhetoldmethatyouarehome

andgavebirth"



Ismile

"Wearehomemom"Isay

"CanIholdhim"

"Yes"

Igavehim thebaby

"Andwhyisn'thedressed?"

"Wehaven'tboughtclothesforhim.Hecame

earlythanexpected"

"Ohthenweneedtogoandbuyhim clothes"

Iboilthewaterthenwenttobathandgot

dressedinmyredsleeveless,backlesstopand

mybluehighwaistjeanwithmyAdidasflip

flops.Aftermom showedmehowtobaththe



baby.

"YoushouldgoshoppingwithyourfriendZinhle

shemissedyouandIwilllookafterthebaby"

mom says

"Idon'thavemoneymom"

Whenmom wasabouttoanswermetheywasa

knockonthedoor

Knockknock

IwenttoopenanditwasZwelikhathebantu

lookingsomiserable.

"Hilove"

"Himywife"



Wehug

"Comein"

Wewalkinwithhisindexfingerinmyhandto

thelivingroom

"Morningma"hegreets

"Morningson"

Wesatdown

"Iwillgoandmakebreakfast"Isaygettingup

Imadeeggsandbreadthendishedupfor



everyoneincludingfather,forwhenhegetsup.I

walkbacktothelivingroom anddadissitting

inthelivingroom andtalkingto

Zwelikhathebantu.WhenIgotintheywent

silentsametime.

"Morningdad"

"Morningmydaughter"

"Imadebreakfastandwhereismom?"

"Sheissomewherearoundthehouse.You

knowyourmom andcleaning"

OknowIgetwheremeandVusimuzigetthis

habit.........ohVusimuzi,thesnake.Ican'tbelieve

thatIwasplayedlikethat.AllmylifeIthoughtI

waslivingwithhumansbutnoIwaslivingwith

animals.HowdidIevensurvive?Whydidn't

theyeatme?Letmewashawaythosepastbad



memories.

Igotmom intheirbedroom cleaningsoIcalled

hertocomeeatbreakfast.Weallatebreakfast

togetherwithmebreastfeedmybaby

"SoMrDubewhenshouldmeandmyuncles

come"

"Wewillthinkaboutthedateandwewilltell

you"dadsaysansweringZwelikhathebantu

OhIforgotaboutthedamages

"OkMrDube"

"LoveIwasthinkingthatIshouldbuyclothes

forthebabyso......"



Iam soscaredtoaskhim moneymindyouit's

myfirstaskinghim money.

"MayIummmmm........pleaseborrowyour

moneyandIwillpayyoubacklaterwhenIhave

money"

Helaughs

"LovieIwasheretogiveyoumoney"

HetookoutR300,00from hispocketandgave

ittome.

"Thankyou"

"Andtheyisnoneedforyoutopayitback"



Everyonegiggled.IknowIam badatthisbutif

wewereallaloneIwasgoingtoseducehim.

AfterbreakfastIwenttowashdishesleaving

Zwelikhathebantutobondwithhissoninthe

livingroom.

AsIwasdoneKwenzakwenkosiwasfast

asleepsoItookhim tomybedroom thenI

askedmom tolookafterhim.

MeandZwelikhathebantuwalkedoutwithhis

indexfingerinmyhand.

"sowearegoingtogoshoppingtogether?"

"Iwashoping......"

"FRIEND!!!"



NomatterwhatthatvoiceisZinhle's.Iturnand

yesitwasher.

"Friendwherehavebeen.Imissedyou"she

sayshuggingme

Webreakthehugthenshescansmeupand

down.

"Youstillhot"

"Thankyou"

SheturnstolookandZwelikhathebantuthen

shescreams

"FriendhowdoyouknowLegend?"



"Legend?"Iask

"Mynicknamelovie"

"Waityouaredating?"

"Inlovesoundsbetter"Zwelikhathebantusays

"WOW FRIEND"

ShehuggedZwelikhathebantusotightthen

pullsback

"SorryitsjustthatIam yourbiggestfan"

Zwelikhathebantusmiles

"LovieletmeleaveyouIwillcallyoulater"

Hewalksouttheyard



"Wowfriendyouhavesomanysurprises"

Igiggle

Sheholdsmybelly

"Whereisthatroughkid?"

"Batista?"

"Yes"

Welaugh

"Heisbornandalive.Doyouwanttoseehim?"

"Yeslet'smeetthiswarrior"



Wewalkinthehouse.Shepickedupthe

sleepingKwenzakwenkosiandkisshim allover

hisfacemakinghim tosmileinhisdeepsleep.

Ohmybaby.

Wewerenowatthemall.Wewenttobuy

clothesatPep.HavingaR300,00itwasbetter

tochoosequantitythanquality.

Wegothomeandwefoundbaby

KwenzakwenkosiupandthatgaveZinhlean

opportunitytodressupalltheclothesonmy

babyandhewashappy.Allsmileyandlaughing.

Afterdinnersheleft.Itookmybabythenwent

tosleep.

Myphoneringsanditisanunknownnumber,I



hesitatebeforeIanswerit

"Hello?"

"Mywife"

"Ohhiwhathappenedtoyourlastnumbers?"

"Ichangedthem sincemyfamilywascallingme

alot"

Isigh

"Iam sorrythatyouhavetogothroughthat

becauseofme"

"NoitsnotbecauseofyouandanywayImadea

promisethatIwillbewithyouthroughthickand

thin"

Mytearsflowoutofmyeyes



"Howwasshoppingwithyourbubblyfriend?"

"Amazingandalltheclothessuithim"Isay

gigglingintears

"Really?"

"Yes.Heisjustcute"

"Andweknowwherehegetsthatright?"

Igiggle

"LoveIhavebeengettingthesescarydreams

aboutanoldladyandyourgrandfathers"

Theyissilenceforacertainperiodoftime

"Zwelikhathebantuareyoustillthere?"



Sniffingsoundsaredone

"Loveareyouok?"

"Telldaddyaboutyourdreamslovie"

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Ican'tbelievethatZwelikhathebantudidn't

believemelastnightbutjustcomingtothinkof

it,itiscrazyorunbelievable.

TodaymeandZinhlearegoingtochurch.Igot

dressedinmybodyhuggingredkneelength

dresswithmygoldtoeshowinghighheels.



IhearmybabytalkinghisbabylanguageasI

walkdownthepassagetothelivingroom.

KwenzakwenkosiissoabnormalandIseeit

myself.

"Mom howdoIlook?"

Igivehera360°degreessothatshecansay

howthisdresslooksonmeinallviews.

"Hot"shesays

"Ht"Kwenzakwenkosisays

Westareateachothershocked

"Didyourkidjustsay......"

"Ithinkso"



"Itoldyouthatthiskidisabnormal"dadsays

walkinginthelivingroom

Hepickshim upthenKwenzakwenkositouch's

hisheartandgiggles.

Welookateachotheragain.

"Thiskidis......."

"Ishalfgodandhalfhuman"Isayfinishing

dad'ssentence

Mom anddadlookateachotherlost

Knockknock



IwenttoopenandtherestoodZinhlelooking

hotasalwayswitharedpencilskirt,knee

lengthandherwhitecroptopbutisdoesnot

showherbellywithherblackandwhitehigh

heels.

"Friend"shesayswithasmile

"Howareyou?"

"Happythatyouaregoingwithmetomy

church"

Igiggle.Whenyouhaveacrazyfriendyouhave

everything.Iwentbackinsidetogetmybag.

"Whereareyougoing?"Dadasks

"Tochurch"



Hegavemeaconfusedlook.Dadforgetsallthe

time.Youtellhim somethingnowandaminute

laterheforgot.

"Itoldyoudad"Isay

"Takeyourbabythen"

"Ican'tdadheisyoung"

"Thisman?"

KwenzakwenkosigigglesandIjoinhim

"Byedad"Iwalkout

WegettochurchandImustsayIsangtillthey

mademeleadallthesongs.



Afterchurchwewalkedback.

"ThepastorlikedyouandIthinkyoumustcome

backnextweektoo"Zinhlesays

"Iwillthinkaboutit"

Aswewerewalkingthenweheardsomeone

callingmesoweturnedandtherestood

ZwelikhathebantuandMawakebantu.

"Friendwhoisthishandsomeblueeyes"Zinhle

whispers

"FriendthatisMawakebantu,

Zwelikhathebantu'solderbrother"

"OhGodheishot"

"Thankyou"Mawakebantusayslookingat

Zinhlelikeahungrylion



"Youheardus"Zinhleasks

"Yes"heanswers

Welookateachotherandlaugh

"FriendIwillseeyoutomorrow"

"Bye"

Mawakebantudoesnotstoptolookatthesexy

Zinhletillshewentinsideherhome.

"SobabywhatdoIhearthatthepastorlikes

you"Zwelikhathebantusaysplacinghishandat

mybum

"Don'tbejealous.ItjustthatIsangwellsohe

likedmysinging"

"He!?"



"Yes"

"Apastorisahe?"

"Yes,don'tyouknowthat?"

"Neverbeenatchurch"

"Sohowdidyoulivewithoutchurch?"

"LoveIdohaveabibleandIdoreaditsoIdon't

needanybodyreadingitforme"

"Isthatthereasonyouhaveneverbeenat

church"

"Welloneofthereasons"

Igigglethenhekissesmyneck

"Mywifetodayyouarelookingsosexyandif

Mawakebantuwasn'thereIwouldhavetaken

youtoahotelanddidall......"

"Comeonnow.Iam stillhereandIam still



waitingtoseemysontoo"

Wewegiggle.

Wegethomethem Mawakebantugetsthe

opportunitytobondwithKwenzakwenkosi

whileweweretalking.

"Sodidyoufindoutwhywasthereadeadbody

inyourflat?"

"Yes"

Hewasnowlookingdownlikeitisapainful

matter

"Whathappened?"

"Ithinkthatitwasatrap.Theyknewthathe



wasgoingtohelpme.Hewasalsoworking

withthem andIthinktheyknewthatheisa

snitchsotheyplannedthistrapbynotburning

myclothesthesametimethatdaytoreallyfind

outwhoisthesnitch"

Oh

"OhmyGod.Soifhedidn'ttakethoseclothes

hewouldhavebeenalive?"

"Yes"

Myhearthurts.Whydogoodpeopledie?He

wasonlyhelpingus

"Dosehehaveafamily?"Iask

"Yes.Ijustfoundoutthattheythoughthewas



lostonlytofindoutthathewaskilledinmy

room sincethedayweleft"

Solong?

"WellIam thinkingbecausehehelpedusthat

daysoweshouldbuysomethingforhisfamily.

Wewerethelastpeopletoseehim sowehave

tothankhim inthatmannersinceheisnot

around"

Zwelikhathebantusmiles

"ThisiswhyIloveyou.Youhaveaheartofgold"

Hekissesmylips



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"Yourgrandfathershavebeentellingmethe

samethingsthatyourlategrandfathertoldme

whenyouwentoutforhuntingtheotherday"

"Waitdidyoujustsaythatgrandfathertoldyou

somethingwhilewewerehunting?"

"Yes"

"Buthowbecausehewaswithusallthetime"

"WhatareyoutryingtosaythatIam crazy?He

wastheonethattoldmethatwhen

Kwenzakwenkosiisborn.....

**"webuiltthisplacein1913"hesaid

"Thisplaceismorethan100years"

"Ifthisplaceismorethana100yearsthenhow



oldareyou"Iasked

"Iam millionyearsold"**

"Ohshoot"Isay

"Lovieareyouok?"

"YesIam finejustabitof.........somethingthatI

don'tknow"

"Areyousure?"

"LovewouldyoubelievemeifItoldyouthatI

oncemetapersonthatisamillionyearsold"

Helaughs

"Nevermind.Goodnight"Ihungup

Iturntolookatmyson



"Ifonlysomeonewouldbelieve"

Icuddlehim thensleep

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Astheyweresittinginthelivingroom Iwentto

makethem drinksandcookiesthengavethem.

"Weweresurprisedthismorningwhen

Kwenzakwenkosisaidhot"Isaygigglingbut

theydidn'ttheygaveeachotherseriouslooks

"What?"Iask

"Ithinkyoushouldtellherandnowtheyisno

time"Mawakebantusays



"Tellmewhat?"Iask

"Lastnightwesawawhistlefrom thekingdom

atmyplaceanditfollowsmeeverywhere,

whichthatishowMawakebantugotme.The

whistledirectstheworriersofthekingdom to

findthenextkingbutwecan'tgobackthere

becauseKwenzakwenkosiwillbekilledifwego

back."

"Idon'tunderstand"Isay

"Thesepeopleareouttherelookingfor

Zwelikhathebantubecausetheyknowthatheis

therightfulkingbuthecan'tgobacksince

grandfatherdiedthedayandthesametime

Kwenzakwenkosiwasbornthenourfatherdied

thenextnight.Ouruncles,auntiesandother

relativesaretakingoverourhome.Weknowit

iswrongtorunawaybutitisnotyettheright

timetogobacktothatKingdom"



**"whentheKwenzakwenkosiisbornhisgreat

grandfatherwilldieandallthepowersthathis

greatgrandfatherhadwillbemuchstronger

whentheyreachhim"Zwelikhathebantu's

grandfathersaid**

"Yesyesnowallthatmakessense"Isay

standingup

Theybothgavemescandalizedfaces

"Whenyouweregonetohuntyou,yourfather

andgrandfather.Imetyourgrandfatherandhe

showedmetherooms,livingroom,Gorge,

statuesofallpastkingsandalsotoldmethat

whenKwenzakwenkosiisbornhisgreat

grandfatherwilldie"Isay

"Whatthehell?"Zwelikhathebantusays



"Ibelieveher.Youremembertheday

grandmothersaidgrandfatherhadatwinthat

diedwhentheywerebothborn"Mawakebantu

says

"OkthatoneIgetbuthowdidshegettothe

secretplaceofthepastkings"

Zwelikhathebantuasks

"Sheisgifted"

"Areyoutryingtosaythatmywifecanseedead

peopleandreachplacesthataresecretive?"

"Yes.Remindyourselfthatbeforeyouleft

grandfathertoldfathertodonotfightwithyou

bylivingthisSkhotanelifebecausethatisthe

onlywayyouwillfindyourappropriatelover

thatwillseewhatotherscan'tsee,whowill

touchwhatisuntouchable,whowillfindwhat

wasnevermeanttobeseenandwillbehardto

getandhardtoholdjustlikegold"

Mawakebantusays



HisfamilyknewmebeforeIevenknewabout

them.How?

"Oh"

"Sodoesthatmeanthatmydreamswerereal?"

"Theyshould"Zwelikhathebantusays

embarrassed

Zwelikhathebantugetsupholdinghisforehead

withbothhishands

"Wedon'tknowifitwillbeokwithyourfather

sincenowhewantedmetopaythedamages

andlobolaforyoubutwereallyhavetomove

outofthisplacebeforeanythingbadhappens"

"Andmovewherewithoutme?"Zinhleasks



walkinginthenIsawMawakebantuswallowing

hard.OhshamewhatisZinhledoingtothepoor

guy

Welookateachothernotsayinganything

"ThistimefriendIam comingwithyou.Idon't

wanttobeleftinthatbrokenhomealone"she

says

"Wellyoucan't......"

"IpromiseIwillbeagoodgirlbutpleasetake

mewithyou"

"Fineyoucancome"Mawakebantusays

Welookathim shocked

"ImeanlikeyouarefriendsandIseenothing



wrongwiththat"headds

"Youmeanyoulik........"

Mawakebantuthrowsapillowto

Zwelikhathebantu'sdirectionbeforehecan

finishhissentence.Zwelikhathebantugiggled

"Iseewhatyoudidtherebrother"

Zwelikhathebantusayslaughing

"Zwelikhathebantustopit"Mawakebantu

instructs

"You....."

Mawakebantugetsupveryfast.Gavemethe

babythenranouttogether.MeandZinhleare

leftinsidethehouse.



"Ithinkhelikesyou"Isay

"Really?"sheasksoutofexcitement

"Yes"

"GirlthatiswhyIcameback.Toaskforhis

numberslikeseriouslyIam alsointohim"

Weheardthepotfallthentoturnedonlyto

Mawakebantu.

"Howlonghaveyoubeenhere?"Zinhleasks

"Ummmmm"hesaysthenrunsout

Westareateachotheragain

"Doyouthinkheheardme?"Zinhleasks



Ishrugged

"Whodidthistomykitchen?!"Mom asksas

theywalkinthekitchen

"Sorrymom Iwillcleanthatup"

"Friendletmegoandpack"Zinhlesayswalking

out

IgavedadKwenzakwenkosithencleanedwhen

IwasdoneIwentinthesittingroom.

"Mom anddadcanwetalk?"Iasksittingdown

"Yes"

"Mom anddadmayIpleasegotoDurbanwith

Zinhle"

"Stoplyingweheardeverythingaswewereat

ourbedroom"



Ilookeddownembarrassed

"ItsokandIunderstand.Pleasesendmy

condolencestotheMahlangufamilyaboutmy

oldbestfriendandhisfather"

"Yesdad"

"Andyoualsotakingmyabnormalgrandson?"

"Yesdad"

"OhIam goingtobeboredwhoam Igoingto

watchnow"

"TheTV"mom says

"ButhehadbecomemyTV"

Welaugh



Iwenttopackmybagsthensaidmygoodbyes

tomyfamily.Zwelikhathebantuand

Mawakebantusaidtheirgoodbyestoo.

Zwelikhathebantuplacedmybagintheboot

thenleftZinhle'sandgotinthecar.

"Whydidn'tyouputZinhle'sbags?"

Mawakebantuasks

"Don'tworryIwillgo"Zinhlesaysbut

Mawakebantustopsher

Hewenttoputherbagsthencamebackinto

hisAMGatthedivingseat.

"IcanseethatnowZinhlehasgotaman"

Zwelikhathebantusays

ThisfoolthatIcalledmymandidthaton



purpose.Thisissurelygoingtobealongride

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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WearrivedinLimpopoatMawakebantu'shouse.

Comingbacktothisplacegavemethebad

memoriesthatIhadinLimpopo.Igrewhere,

lovedthisplace,educatedhereandfound

friendsherebutnowIam filledwithhatredfor

thisplace.

Iam onlyherejustbecauseofthesafetyofmy

family.



"Wowthisplaceisbeautiful.Ithoughthouses

likethesearecreatedbycomputersinthe

moviesbutnowIseethatitisreal"Zinhlesays

"Yesthisisonehellbighouse"Iadd

"Wellthankyouforcomplementsladies"

Mawakebantusays

"Pleasure"Zinhlesayswithasmile

Zwelikhathebantusuggestedthatwemoveto

ourroomstofreshenup.

"LovieKwenzakwenkosihashisownroom in

thishousesoyoudon'thavetobringhim here"

"AndwhatiswrongwhenIcomewithhim

here?'

"Weneedmommyanddaddytime"hesays



dancingasexydance

"Istillneedtohealdowntherebeforewehave

sexagain"

Hefrowns

"ButIwantanothersonsoon"hesays

Isthisguycrazy?Doesheknowthepainof

givingbirth?Orhowpainfulyourboobsget

whenbreastfeedingforthefirsttime?OhGod

nottomentionthecoldnipplesyougetwhen

theyisalotofwind?

"IwishyouknewthepainIfeltwhenIgavebirth

toyourson"

"WellIcansaythatthepainlooksgoodonyou



pluswegivebirthtogoodlookingkids,lookat

howhandsomeoursonlooks"

"Heiscuteandnothandsome.Heisstillunder

theageof18forthatname"

"Youonlybecomecalledhandsomewhenyou

are18andabove?"

"Yes"

Helaughs

"Loviethatiscrazy"hesayslaughingandhis

sonjoinslaughingoutloudtoo

Thisfatherandbabymomentlooksgoodon

them.Itookapicturewithoutthem seeing

Iwenttobaththengotdressedinmy



aquamarinenightdress,whichwasnottoo

short.

Ilefttogomakefoodforeveryone.WhenIgot

thereZinhlewasalreadybusy.

"Busy?"Iask

"Yes"

"Needhelp"

"Yesplease"

Wecookedthe7coloursdishbutwithstew.

Whenweweredonetheboyscamedown.

Mawakebantuislookinghandsomeinhisclean

andwhitepyjamasthentherecomesmyman

andoursonlookingalltownship.

ZwelikhathebantuwasinhisDVDshortpants

andbarefootshowinghisthinhairyselfthen



oursonwasinhispampas.Theyweretalking

togethermakingnoiselikewewerenotaround.

Wehaddinnerwithfunnyconversations

LatermeandZinhlewenttowashthedishes

withthehelpofMawakebantu.Mawakebantu

seemslikeaneatguy.Youknowthoseguys

thatwearwhitetopsthenstilltheirtopcomes

backstillwhite.

"Wine?"Mawakebantuoffered

"Yesplease"Zinhlesays

"Wellformeitdependsifitsalcoholicornot"

"Wellthen....."

"ItsokIwillleaveyoutwotocatchupandIwill

beinmynewroom"



Iwalktoourroom thenIgotthetwobabies

sleepingnexttoeachotherwith

Zwelikhathebantu'sarm around

Kwenzakwenkosi'swaist.Itookthepicture.

Memoriestokeep.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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07:00Iwasalreadyupandmybabiesarerolled

uptoeachotherstillsleeping.

Igotupandwenttobath.Gotdressedinmy

pinkshortandwhiteshirtwithmywhiteankle



showingtommy.

Iwalkeddownthepassagethenunexpectedlya

dooropensandMawakebantuwalksoutof

Zinhle'sroom dressingupsofast.

"Thatwasfast"Isayholdingmywaist

Hejumpsup

"Ummmm well......."

"Noneedtoexplain.IthinkIgotit"Isaygiggling

Iwenttomakescrambledeggsandrussians.

Dishedupforeveryone.AsIwasbusyIfelt

handsholdingmywaistthenakissfollowedon

myneck.IturnandZwelikhathebantuwas



behindmelookingsleepyandcutelikeababy.

"Goodmorning"

"Hi"

"IsaidgoodmorningandIalsoexpectthe

samerespondback"

Hegigglesandtightenshisgrabaroundmy

waist.

"Youremindmeofmygreatgrandmother.She

wasjustlikeyou.Beautiful,kindandsmartbut

mostofallshewasthemostrespectfulwoman

ever"hesays

"IthoughtIsaidsaygoodmorning"

"Youseeyoudoingitjustlikeher"



Ifrownandhelaughs

"Eventhatfrown,itscutelikeyouababy"

"Zwelikhathebantudon'ttestme"Isay

HetiedkissingmebutIstoppedhim which

madehim laughhislungsout.

"Iwasjokingmywife.Goodmorningmylovie"

hesayssoclosetomyface

Ismile

"Andhowareyou?"Iask

"Goodandyou"

"Nowthat'sagoodmorning"Isay



Iturntocontinuetodobreakfast.Heletgoof

mywaistthenhegigglesandwalksaway.

WhenIwasdoneIwenttocalleveryone.FirstI

madethem baththentheycametoeat.

OtherwiseZwelikhathebantuwouldhavebeen

hereallnude.

AsalwaysMawakebantulookingcleanand

respectableinhisnottightjeanandawhite

pologolft-shirt.Zinhleishotandneatinher

longwhitesummerdresswithsandals.

Kwenzakwenkosiwaslookcuteinhisblue

shortjumpsuit,mindyouhewasbathedbyhis

fatherandImustsaythatIam impressed

becauseIexpectedmaybeapampasnot

straightornottidedwell,justyouknowwhen

thefatherdoesnotknowhowtobathanddress



ababy.Zwelikhathebantuisinhisbluejean

kneelengthshortwithhiswhiteNiketopand

hisH&M blackandwhiteslipinshoes.

"Let'spray"

Theyclosedtheireyesthenwebegantopray

afterweate.

"LoveIam inlovewithyouroutfit"Isay

Hesmiles

"Thanks"

"ButlikereallyMisokuhleyourhusbandis

Legendwhatdidyouexpect.Healwayswears

somethingexpensiveandimpressive"Zinhle



says

"InallthatIam hustler"Zwelikhathebantusays

"TheotherdayIwantedtoaskhowdoyou

knowZwelikhathebantu?"Iask

"Heisthebestskhotane.Thatknowshowto

dance,looksgoodandalwaysdressesto

impress"

"OhIsee"Isay

ZinhleandMawakebantudecidedthattheywill

bothgowashdisheswhileIfedmybaby.

Zwelikhathebantuwaslookingatthebabyeat.

"LovieIhavealwayswantedtodrinkbreastmilk

socanIhavesome"

"Yeahsure"



Igavehim theotherbreast.Afterhesuckedhe

stoodupwithasourfacethenwenttothe

bathroom.Iguessthat'sasignofsayinghow

horribleitis.

Hecomesback

"Isitnice?"

Hiseyespoppedout

"Yesitisnice"hesaysbetweenhisteeth

Mxm hislyingandIam goingtoteachhim a

lesson

"Ohreally?"



"Yes"hesayslookingaway

"Thenwhywon'tyousuckitagain"

"Nowhatwillmysoneat"

"HehasalotandIam surehedoesnotmind

sharingsocome"Isay

Hestandsupandlooksatme

"Okfineyougotme.Breastmilkisbitter"

"Thenwhydidn'tyousaythatfrom the

beginning"

Hestaresatmewithasmile

"Lovieyouwantedmetobehonestwithyou?"

"Yes"



"Youthefirstwomanwhohastoldmethatin

myinlife"

Ismile

"Andhopefullythelast"Isay

"Yesmywifeyouarethelast"hesay

Hecomesbacktositnexttomeandrubsmy

thigh.

"SoIwasthinkingthatmaybetonightwecan

havesomequalitytimetogether"

"Ohyeah?",

"Yesjustyouandmeinourworld"



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Whatasunnyday.Thesunisbrightoutside.

Todayme,ZinhleandMawakebantuaregoing

tobuygroceriesforFana'sfamily.

"Lovieyoudon'twantustohavealittle

experiment"

"ZwelikhathebantuIam notgoingtorepeat

myselfItoldyouthatIneedtohealfirst"

"Iwantmysonstofolloweachother"

"Soyouonlydoingitforkidsandnot

enjoyment?"

"WellnotenjoymenttillIgetmy40sons"

Myeyespoppedout



"ForwhatyouhavejustsaidIwillnotgiveyou

someeveragain"

Hegotoutofbedsofastthencametome

"Comeonnowmywifewecannegotiate"he

says

"NoIwillbelateIam sureMawakebantuand

Zinhlearewaitingforme"

Hishandshugsmybumsthenhekissesmeso

passionately.

"Iloveyou"

"IloveyoutooBabakaKwenzakwenkosi(father

ofKwenzakwenkosi/fatherto



Kwenzakwenkosi)"

"Mmmmmm Ilovethesoundofthat"

WekissagainbutIstoppedhim whenIsaw

howtheatmospherechanged

"Ineedtogo"

"Loviethedayyouhealyouwillregretit"

"Mxm"

Itookmyhandbagandwalkedout.

Zwelikhathebantuwasgoingtohisskhotane

gigwhichtheywereinvitedbyanotherfamous

DJthatIdon'tevenknow.

WhenIgottothegaragetheywerealreadyin

thecarwithKwenzakwenkosi.



"Sorryforbeinglate"

"Iguessbotherwaskeepingyouasalways"

Mawakebantusayslaughing

"Comeonnow"Isay

WedrovetoMalloftheNorththenwewentto

Woolworthsandboughtchips,drinks,meat,pap,

riceandmanymore.

WedrovetoThohoyandutohishome.Itwas

alreadypackedbutIam gladthatwemanaged

tosendourcondolences,gavethem whatwe

boughtandOfferedtohelpwherewecould.As

wewerehelpingIstripedKwenzakwenkosiat

mybackandgonehewenttosleep.At17:30

wewerereadytoleave.



Whenwegothomewecookedthenate.

"MamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)

Zwelikhathebantujustsentmeamassage

sayingthatIshouldtakeyoutoyourhouse"

Mawakebantusays

"House?Didhesayflatorhouse?"

"IthoughtIsaiditoutloud.House"

"Zwelikhathebantuhasahouse?"

"Yesbuthenevergoestheremostofthetime

becausehesaysitstoobigforhim alone"

"Hehadahouseallthistime?"

"Yesbutheneverstayedthere"

"Whoisthisguy?"

TheybothgigglewhileIam leftconfusedas



hell.

"Haveyouforgottenthatyouareinlovewiththe

oneandonlylegend"Zinhlesays

"But......"

"Wegetitthatyouaresurprisedbecausehe

usetotakeyouinthatuselessdirtyflatofhis

friend"

Friend'sroom?

"Andwhereisthatfriend?"

"Hepassedawayyearsbackandleftthatroom

toZwelikhathebantutotakecareofit"

What?Aretheyrichpeoplewhodothat?Prefer

tobeuncomfortablejustbecausetheirhouseis



toobigortoocold.IfIwerethem Iwouldnever

dothat.

"So........"

"YhoMamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)

youaskalotlet'sgobeforemybrothergocrazy

onmebecausenowaswearespeakingheis

busysendingmessagesnonstop"

"Wellletmegoandpackthen"

"MamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherto

Kwenzakwenkosi/motherofKwenzakwenkosi)

getoutofmyhouse!"

"OkokokIam alreadyupandreadytogo"

Theydrovemeandmysleepingbabyto

PolokwaneatBendor.Myeyeswerewideopen,

mymouthwaswaitingforthefliestoenter.



Thehouseistremulous.Paintedindarkbrown

andbrown.Atthedrivewaytheywasared

limbo.Theglassdooropensand

Zwelikhathebantuwalksoutholdingflowers.

"Ithinkweshouldgobabe"Mawakebantusays

toZinhle

"Babe?"

"Yeswearedatingnow"Zinhlesayssmiling

"Shemeanswewillgetmarriedsoonandnot

whatsheissaying"Mawakebantusays

Igiggledwiththem thentheyleft.

"Hereareyourflowersmywife"



Itakethem.Hetakesthebabythenwithhis

otherhandheheldmywaistaswewalkinour

newhome.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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MebeingpregnantagainissomethingthatI

neverthoughtitwillhappenthissoon.Like

seriouslykwenzakwenkosiisonlythreeyears

oldnowandsoinlovewithhisfather.This

timearoundthepregnancyisharderIam more

fat,shoesdon'tfit,clothesdon'tfitandeven

thepromiseringthatZwelikhathebauntugave

meyesterday.Itissocuteandcreativeofhim.

Yesit'snotthoseexpensiveringsthatyoubuy



atSandtonbutit'saringthathemadewithhis

twohands,itismadeoutofcolorfulplastics

andflexiblesilverwire.Thewaymymanisso

creative,thosestonesthathelastgavemeare

nowdecorationinourlivingroom sothat

everyonethatentersourhousecanseethat.By

thewayitwashisidea.

Iwalkdownstairsandhewascutting

kwenzakwenkosi'shair.Yeshedoeshishair

andminetoo.Hedoesnotwantpeopledoing

ourhair.Imustsaythatmymanisgoodwith

hishands.Everythingthathedoeswithhis

handsitjustcomesoutperfectbuttheproblem

ishelovescuttinghairinthelivingroom while

hewatchesTV.

"loveIthinkItoldyouaboutcuttinghairinthe

livingroom "Isay



"butloveIam watchingTV"

"thensiryouhavetopickdoingonething

becauseyoucan'tpickthem bothatthesame

time"

IsayturningofftheTV.Theybothscream.

"youknowtherulesnocuttinghairwhere

peopleeatsomovetothebathroom now"

Zwelikhathebauntupicksupkwenzakwenkosi

thentheyleft.

AsIwascleaningtheirmassZinhlewalksin

lookingasheavyasIam.Ohyesweareboth

pregnantandifyouaskmeIfeellikethese

brotherstoldeachotherthattheywillmakeus

pregnantbecausewearebothonour7th



month.

"hey"

"hi"

Shethrowsherselfonthecouch

"Iam hungryandtied"

"metoo"

Andbythewayaspregnantaswearewealso

craveforthesamethings,cryatthesametime

sometimesandmoodyatthesametime.I

wonderwhy

"let'sorderpizza"webothsayinharmony



Welaugh

"Iwillorderin"shesays

Assheordersintheywasaknockonthedoor

soIwenttoseewhoitmaybe.WhenIopened

thedoorIgotashockofmylife.Whenwasthe

lasttimeImetLilly.Shelooksoldandsickin

herhospitalclothes

"Lilly?"

Tearsfloweddownhercheeks

"comein"Iwelcomedher



Wewalkinandmytwobabieswerebackinthe

livingroom talkingtoZinhle.

"lookwhoisZwelikhathebauntu"Isaywitha

smile

"Lilly?"heasksconfused

"youhavemetalready?"

"yesthedayhetookyoufrom thebusthat's

wherewemet"

"oh"

"whywon'twegivethem space"

Zwelikhathebauntusaystaking

kwenzakwenkosi'shand

"whataboutourpizza?"Zinhleasks

"Iwillbuyyouoneontheway"

Theyallwalkedout



Wemovedtothethedinnertableroom,I

broughtcoldwaterforus

"girlIhavemissedyouwherehaveyoubeen

hidingyourself?"

"Ihavebeensick"

"whatiswrongwithyoumyfriend?"

"Iam HIVpositiveandIonlyhavefewdaysto

live"

Theroom goessilentwithtearsrollingoutof

myeyes

"LillyyouareHIVbutthatdoesnotmeanyou

aregoingtodiesoon.Girlyoustillgotthetime

todowhatwealwayswishedtodo.Likegoing



toParis.MeetRomeoandJulietlikewe

wished"

ShegigglesandIalsojoinher.Wewere

laughingbetweenourtears

"weweresocrazybackthen.Webothknew

thatRomeoandJulietbothdon'texistbutwe

stillkeptonpushingandputtingitinourbucket

list"

"andmaybeandjustmaybetheyisapossibility

thatwemightmeetthem "

Webothlaughoutloudthenwestop

"butthosedaysformearenowgone"

"notheyarenotwe.........."



"theyisnoneedforyoutolietomeIalready

knowandexpectedit"

Shegotupandhugsme

"Iam justhappythatIfoundyouatlast"

"Iam happytoo"

Ourhuglastedforaboutsometime

"Iwillmissyou"Iblurt

"Iwillseeyouagain.Justputinmindthat

everyonethatisdyingnexttoyouisdying

becausetheyaresavingyoutolivesothatone

dayyouwillsitonthatgoldenchairatthe

kingdom.Justoneday"
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"huh?"

Howdoessheknowaboutthekingdom and

whatdoesshemean?

"letmeleaveyou"shesayswalkingout

IwantedtowalkheroutbutIjuststoodthere

shockedofwhatIjustheardfrom her.

ThepizzaguynevercamesoIthinkthey

canceledthedelivery.Istoodupinanaim of

goingtocookbutasIwasabouttodothatthe

doorswingsopenandkwenzakwenkosicame



runningtome.

"mommymommylookwhatdaddyboughtfor

me"heshowsmehissoccerball

"wowanditevenhasasignature"

"yesmom onthewaywemetPercyTauandhe

signedmyball"

Zwelikhathebauntuwalkedinholdingtwolarge

pizzasfrom pizzaHut.

"IseeMrhasshowedyouwhathegot"hesays

placingthepizzasonthesmalltableinthe

livingroom.

"thankGodyouboughtpizzaIwascravingfor

it"

"IthinkImadeagoodchoice"



Wealllaugh

"letmegogetplatesforus"

"lovierelaxwecaneatfrom theboxes.You

hurtmyfeelingswhenyougetup.It'slikeyou

suffertogetup"

"OKthenlet'ssayaprayerandeat"Isay

Weprayedthenweateonlightconversations.

Kwenzakwenkosiwastellingusthewayheis

soproudofhisfatherandhowonedayhe

wantstobelikehim sothathecantakecareof

me.Ohmybaby.

Zwelikhathebauntuwenttobath

kwenzakwenkosiwhileIwashedthedishesthat

meandZinhleused.WhenIwasdoneIwentto



kwenzakwenkosi'sroom.Ialsopromisehim

thatIwillalwaysgiveakissbyhislipsbefore

hesleepsandhealsomadeapromisethathe

willneversleepwithoutgettingakissfrom me.

AsIwalkedinhisroom hewasupandplaying

withhistoys.

"mybaby"

"mymommy"

Hejumpsinthecoverswithasmilewaitingfor

hisgoodnightkiss.

Ikisshim butthistimehedoessomething

different,heheldmybellyandsaid"cannot

waittomeetyoubrother"



WhenIwantedtoaskhim aquestionhejust

closedhiseyesandslept.

Iwasshocked.Mysonalwaysshocksme.I

walkinourroom andZwelikhathebauntuis

sittingonthepillowatthefloorreadinghis

Bible.

"ohyouhereletmegolockthedoorsandturn

offthelights"

Hewalksoutofourroom.Asthemanofthe

househealwaysdoesthat.Insuringthathis

familyissafe.

WhenhegetsbackwereadtheBibletogether,

praythenwenttoshower.Intheshowerhisleft



handmovedtobum andsqueezeditsotight.

Wekissedasthewarm watertouchedourskins

.Aswewerekissingheentersme.

"aaaaaaahhhhhhhh!"

"ohlovie"

"tryfasterlove.Faster!"

Hedoesthat.Inandoutofmesofastlikethey

wasnotomorrow.Iheldhisbackbringinghim

closertomybodythenraisedmyrightlegup

forbetterentrance.IthinkImadeamistakeby

givingabetterexcessbecauseIjustgavehim

moreenergytohitmeharder.Ikisshisneck

makinghim togroan.Sometimelaterwestop.

"ohmyGodthatwasgreatlovie"

"Ithinkyouwerenotsobadyourself"



Webaththengotdressedinoursleepingwear.

Zwelikhathebauntuhaspajamasnow.Ibought

them forhim becausenowheisafatherhe

can'tjustalwayssleepnude.

Itoldhim aboutwhatmeandLillyspokeabout

andhewassoshocked.Thenwemadelove

again."Tomakemefeelbetter"hesaid

....

***"byebyeandIwillseeyouattheotherside"

Lillysaysclaimingawhitelongladder

"Lillypleasedon'tdothisrememberour

dreamsandourtimeswesharedtogether"

"youstillhavethatlifetoseeallwithyournew

family"



"but......."

"thegatesarebeingclosednowIhavetogo"

Shewalksaway.WhenIturnaroundtogoto

thedifferentdirectionIseethegatesofthe

kingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu

"thisplaceisaplaceofloveandpeace"the

twinZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfathersays

together

"youhavetogetbackhereorallthepeople

aroundyouwilldie"theybothsayagain

Itunetotheoldchubbylady

"Iwantkwenzakwenkosi'sheartnow.Iwantto

rulethekingdom anditshallforeverbemines.



Hahahaha"shesayswithherdeepvoice***

IwakeupandIam drippingwet.Ihavebeen

sweating.Istanduptogotothebathroom but

Ifeltaverysharppainthatstoppedmefrom

goingtothebathroom.WhenIlookatmybedit

iswet.

MYWATERJUSTBROKE.NOITSTOOEARLY!!!

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"AAAAAAAA!"

Zwelikhathebauntuwakesup



"lovieareyouok?"

"nolove.Ithinkthebabyiscoming"

Hehasasmileonhisface

"Zwelikhathebauntutakemetothehospital

now!"Ishoutinpain

"OKletmegostartthecar"

Herunsouttothegaragethencomesback

"mycardoesnotstart"

"thendosomething!"

"ohyeahletmecallMawakebantu"

Hetakeshisphoneandcallshim



"hitherebrother"

........

"wellthesamesituationthissidetoo"

........

"okbyebrother"

Hewalksclosertome

"loveZinhleisalsoinpainsandhiscardoes

notstarttoo"

"THENCALLTHEAMBULANCE!"



"Ididonmywayhere"

"AAAAAAAA"

Iholdhishandsotight.Hewaspanicking

"Iam sorrymywife"

"AAAAAAAA"

IfeltlikepushingbecauseifIdon'tImaydueof

thesepains

"loveIam goingtopushandIneedyoutohold

thebaby'sheadsothatitdoesnotgethurt"

"lovie....."

"GONOW!"



Ispreadmylegsandheplacedatowelforthe

kid'sheadtoleadsafelyonit.

"lovieIdon'tthinkIcanhandleit"

Iignoredhim thenbegantopush

"AAAAAAAA!!!!!!"

"MYWIFEPLEASEWAIT!!!!"

Hewasstillbetweenmylegsandtremblingas

hell

"AAAAAAAA!!!"Ipush

"AHEAD!AHUMANHEAD!

"YOUBETTERHOLDIT!!"



"AAAAAAAA!!"

babycriesfilltheroom andZwelikhathebauntu

runstothebathroom tovomit

"ohmybaby"

Icuttheumbilicalcord

Iplacehim onmychest.Hisfathercomesback

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"WellthenIguessNthandoyenkosiand

Buhlebenkosiitis"Mawakebantusays



Welookathim

"yeslet'schoosethem"Isay

Ibreastfeedmybabywhichwassopainfuland

Kwenzakwenkosicouldn'tstopstaringatusas

wewerebreastfeedingthebabies.

"mommyIam hungrynow"Kwenzakwenkosi

says

"Zwelikhathebauntuwouldyoumind......"

"noIwon'tmindMisokuhle"hesaysgettingup

Zwelikhathebauntunevercallsmebymyname.



Isigh

"mybabydaddyisgoingtogetsomefood"

"OKmommy"

Heclaimedinmybedthenlookedathisbrother.

...

IwasnowcleananddressedinmyblackRobe

DeKappawithmyblackNikekicks.Ineedto

domyhairitissoembarrassing.

Wearethelastonestogo.Kwenzakwenkosi

wenttovisitMawakebantufortwodays.Ithink

Mawakebantusawwewerebothangryforeach

otherorbrotherhereaskedhisbrothertotake



him.

Ihaven'tspokentoZwelikhathebauntubythe

way.

"youlookgood"hesays

Ishutmymouthandpickthebabyup.

Wewalktothecar.Iwentinthebackseatwith

thebabywhilehealsowenttohisdriver'sseat.

"wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?"

Helooksatmethroughtherearviewmirror



"nothanks"Ianswer

Hesighsthendrivesstraighttoourhouse.

WhenwegothomeIbathedthebabyand

breastfeedhim tillhewenttosleep.Iwentto

ourroom andshowedagainthenIcoveredmy

bodywiththewhitenightdress.Iwalkintothe

coversthenreadtheBible.AsIwasreading

Zwelikhathebauntuwalksincarryingaplateof

massivefood.

"dinnerisready"hesayswithasmile

Igiggle

"mylovieisbacktolaughing"



Imadeastraightfaceagain

Heplacesthefoodonthebed,gavememy

spoontoeatthisgiganticriceandmincedmeat

thensatnexttomeonthebed.

"Zwelikhathebauntuweneedtotalk"Isay

HelooksatmewithhisChinesebrowneyes

andhisfacewasexpressedwithregret

"ZwelikhathebauntuIdoloveyousomuchthatI

getjealouswhengirlscomplementyou.Iwant

tobethefirstpersontoalwayssayhow

handsomeyouare,howmuchIloveandhow

muchIappreciateyouinmylife.Ihateitwhen

femalescomearoundanddowhatIshouldbe

doingtoyouorforyou.ThewayIloveyouI



reallydon'twanttoloseyou."Isayintears

Zwelikhathebauntuscopedthericeandfedme

"lovieIloveyouandonlyyou.TrueIpromise

youthatwearetogetheronearthandwewillbe

togetherinheaventoo.Inourlivestheyisno

hell"

Igiggle

"noweatmywifeandmakesureyoufull

becauseImadeitalljustforyou"

"somuch?!Let'sshare"

"Iwashoppingthatyousaythat"hetookouthis

spoonfrom hispocket



Wesharetogetherourfoodwithlaughter,

kissesthereandthere,loveandlovely

conversations.

Zwelikhathebauntuwentouttowashthedishes

thenmyphonerings.

"himom"

"Misokuhlewhereareyou?"

OhyeahInevertoldmyparentswhereIsay

becauseIfeltlikeit'snonoftheirbusinessto

worryabout

"Iam atZwelikhathebauntu'splace.Whyare

youasking?"

"becausetheyarepeopleherewearingNdebele



clotheslookingforyou"

"didtheysaywhotheyare?"

"notheyjustspokethattheyarelookingfor

you"

Ihungup

Nonononowhatam Igoingtodonow?

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"loviethatwas......"

"IgetitZwelikhathebauntu.YouaguyandI

guessnowyouseewhatwomenouttherego

through"



"true"

Theparamedicswalkin

"mam areyouok"theladyasks

"wellIam sleepy"

"shehaslostalotofblood.Takehernow!"the

malesays

Thesepeoplearealwayslatebuttheycall

themselvesemergencyhelpers.Iam losingmy

bloodbecausetheywerenothereintimebut

maybeIshouldn'tblamethem Iam theonethat

pushedmybabyboyout.

ZwelikhathebauntuwasnexttomebutI

stoppedhim whenwegotintheambulanceso



thathecangolookafterkwenzakwenkosi.

Wegottothehospitalandmybabywastaken

awayfrom myarmsthenIwasplacedina

emergencyroom forbettercheckupsandmany

more.

...

Iwakeupthenextmorningandnexttome

therewasZinhleonherhospitalbedreadinga

magazine.

"Zinhle?"

"ohheyyouareup.Finally"

Ismile



"whatareyoudoinghere?"wesaytogether

"comeonnowtheyshouldn'tbeaneedforus

speakingatthesametimelikeImeanIam not

pregnantanymore"shesays

Welaugh

"Igavebirthlastnightatmyhouse"

"metoo"Zinhlesaysshocked

"yesIknowZwelikhathebauntutoldmelast

night"

"thisissoabnormal"

"true"

"wewerebothgotpregnantatthesametime

thenwegavebirthatthesameplace.......

Specificallywegavebirthatourhousesandour



kidssharethesamebirthdays.OhGodisgreat"

shesaysexcited

Ishowalazysmile.

Why?Thisthingthatishappeningtothebothof

usissorarewhowouldbelievethis"theyare

twinsbuttheyhavetheirmothers"theyis

somethingthatneedstobeexplainedhere.

ThedooropensandZwelikhathebauntu,

Mawakebantuandkwenzakwenkosiwalkin.

"Mom!Aunty!WhereisNthandoyenkosiand

Buhlebenkosi!"kwenzakwenkosiyellsashe

runsinourroom

"mybabywhatareyoutalkingabout?"Iask



"mom whereismybrotherandsister?"

IlookatZinhle

"yougavebirthtoababygirl?"

"yes"shesayssmiling

Thenursebroughtinourbabiesthatwereinthe

incubator.OhmyGodtheyweresotiny.

"Goodmorningmommies"thenursesays

Shelookssoyoungmaybesheisavolunteer.

Shewasallsmileylookingat

Zwelikhathebauntubuthewasnotlookingat

herdirectionallhisattentionwasonthetwo

babies.



"herearethebabiesbutIdon'tknowwhich

mothertakeswhichchild"

"maybeifyouweremorefocusedyouwould

havelookedattheirnametags"Isaywithan

attitude

"ohyes"

Shelooksattheirnametagsthengaveusour

babies.

"youhaveniceeyes"shesaysto

Zwelikhathebauntu

Zwelikhathebauntulooksatherthenlooksat

meclearinghisthroat.Irollmyeyesthenlook

atmybaby



"wellthankyou"

"pleasure"

Shewalksoutwithasmileonherface.Sheis

beautifulyellowbornandnicebutgirl

Zwelikhathebauntuismine.Idon'tshare

somethingthatcan'tbesplitintotwoandIdon't

borrowhim aroundlikeheismadeoutofclay

orpaperbuttodayismyson'sbirthdayandI

shouldembraceitsotheyisnoneedformeto

bemad.

Zinhle'sbabewassocuteshehadhairaround

herheadandbigblueeyeslikeherfatherand

lightskinnedtoo.WellMawakebantulookslike

awhitepersonorletmesayheishalfwhite

andhalfblackbutwhenmeetinghim forthe

firsttimeyouwouldsayheiswhitebutthen



youwillbesurprisedwhenhebeginsspeaking

NdebeleandSesotho.

Mysonlookedlikeacopyofhisfather,dark

skinned,Chinaeyesandbrowneyelids.

"sowhataretheirnames?"Zinhleasks

"AuntyItoldyouwhenIgotinthattheirnames

areNthandoyenkosiandBuhlebenkosi"

Kwenzakwenkosisays

"kwenzakwenkosirespect!"

Hemakesasadface

"fixthatfaceandrespondtoAuntyina

respectablemanner"



Hefoldedhisarms

"Iam goingtocountupto5andifyoudon'tdo

thatyouwillgotothenaughtycorner"

Hefixedhisface

"sorryAunty.WhatIwasmeaningwasmayyou

pleasechoosethenamesNthandoyenkosiand

Buhlebenkosi"

"why?"Zinhleasks

"Ihadadream andtheytoldmethattheywant

thosenames"

ZinhlelooksatmebutIlookedawaybecauseI

nevertoldherhowuniquekwenzakwenkosiis.



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

ZwelikhathebauntuwalksinwhileIwasmoving

upanddown

"mywifewhatiswrong?"

"just...Just....Ummm doinganexcisethatI

usetodoatthehospital"

"oh"

Iwenttobedandcoveredmyselfwiththebed

coverandslept.

...



**Myphoneisringingbutwhereisit?Ilookfor

itundermypillowbutitwasnotthere,Ilookat

Zwelikhathebauntuandhehaditonhishand

buthewasnotansweringit.Hehadtears**

Iwakeupandlookedatthetimeitwas06:30

thenmyphonerings.Ipickitup.

"hello,am IspeakingtoMissDube?"female

voice

"yes.Whoam Italkingto?"

"youaretalkingCandyDowling,Iam alawyer

tothelatelady,LillyRamailaandIwouldliketo

inviteyoutothereadingofthewillonSaturday

at11:00atBela-Bela"

Ihadnowordsmyphonefallonthefloorand



brokethenmytearsfelldownmycheeks

...

IdidnottellZwelikhathebauntuaboutmy

meetingwithLilly'slawyerbecausehehasalso

beingbusywithhisnightgigs.Mostofthetime

hedoesn'tcomehomeatnightbutattheday

timehemakessurethathespendstimewith

hiskidsandme.IdrovemyselftoBela-Belabut

Ialreadymissmybabiesspeciallymyfirstborn

sincehehasn'tbeenhomefortwolongdays.

WhenIgottherethehouseiscleanasalways.

"hiMa"Igreet



Shegivesmeanastylook

"youareheretotakemychild'smoneylikeyou

alwaysdid"

"noMa"

"yesyouare.Youdidn'tcomeatherfuneral

butyouherewhenitcomestothewill"

"MaIdidn'tknowifIdidIwouldhavebeenhere

forherlikeIalwayspromisedbutsometimesI

havetoleaveandletdie"

Iam suchabadfriendhowcouldn'tIcometo

herfuneralbutIshouldhavewenttocheckher

uplikeshealwaysusetodotome.Everything

inthatwillIwillnottakeitsinceIwasn'tthere

forherlikeIshouldhavebeen.

Abeautifulyoungladyinhermid-years



wearingablacksuitwalkstowardsus.

"hielders"shegreets

"hi"weanswer

"wemaygoinside"Lilly'smothersayswitha

smilelikeshewasneverrudeaminuteago

Wesatinthelivingroom

"anythingtodrink?"Lilly'smotherasks

"waterplease"shesays

"andyou?"sheaskslookingatmewithrude

eyes

"nothanksMa"

Shecomesbackwiththedrinksincludingmine.



WhatiswrongwiththisladyIjusttoldherthatI

am goodbutshebringsaglassforme,anyway

Iwon'tdrink.

"let'sbegin"

Shetakesasipofherwaterthenbegins

"LastwillandtestamentofLillyRamaila.

I,LillyRamaila,beingofsoundmind,dohereby

make,declareandpublishthistobemylast

willandtestament,anytimetheretoforemade.

Tomymother,ZiziRamailaIgivehermyhouse

atPolokwaneandR200000,00,tomyolder

brother,GiftRamailaIgivehim allmycarsto

him.TomylittlesisterJoyRamailaIgiveher

R500000,00forhertoeducationandthis



moneywillbeonlygiventoherwhenshehas

passedandfurtheredherstudiesandtomy

friend,MisokuhleMimiDudeIgivehermyshop

TheRoyalandR5000,00"

Theroom isquiet.

"whywouldmychildgiveherfriendourfamily's

legacy!?"Lilly'smothershouts

"wellit'sOKMayoumaytakeitallthat

belongedtomethatIwasgivenbyher"Isay

"nomissDubethatisnotallowed,wecan't

changeherwishes.Lillygaveyouthatshopfor

areasonandIthinkthisletterwillexplainitall"

Shegavemeapieceofpaper.



Idrovehome.WhenIgottheremyhandsome

Chinesebrowneyesmanhascooked.

"wasn'tNthandoyenkosicrying"

"no"hesaysgivinghim tome

Thetoyswerealloverthesittingroom,whenI

wasabouttoshoutthem theyhavealreadyran

upstairs.

AfterbathingNthandoyenkosiand

breastfeedinghim Iwenttotidyuptheliving

room.IwenttoshowerwhenIwalkedoutof

ourbathroom Iwenttocheckon

Kwenzakwenkosiandhewasfastasleep.I

kissedhim thenwenttoourroom.

Zwelikhathebauntuwenttoturnoffthelights



andlockthedoorsthencameback.Iwas

lookingatmyphoneworriedaboutwhatmy

parentssaid.Ifeelhandsrubbingmybums.

Hekissesmyshoulderandupmynecktomy

ear.

"whatarethinkingabout?"

"nothing"

Hestopsthenlooksatme.

"Idon'tbelievewhatyouaresayingbutletme

helpyoutoremoveit"hesays

Hetakesoffhispantsandunderwear.Hewas

onlyleftwithhistop.Heslidesmyunderwear

outthenpulledmylegsapart.



...

Afterourlovemakeoutlastnight

Zwelikhathebauntuhadtogotohisgigsagain

at01:00.Wemadelovetill00:00thewaywe

missedeachother.

Itooktheletterfrom mybagthenreadit.

°°°Dearfriend

IknowthatyouareshockedwhyIgaveyoumy

shop.Wellherearethereasons,allthistimeI

madeitforyouaftergettingyourdegreefor

businessmanagementIwantedtogiveittoyou.

IoperateditforsometimesothatIcouldbe

surethatthisshopwillmakeprofitforyouand

yesIleftisjustrightandreadyforyou.Ihave



leftR500000000,00foryoutocontinueto

learnasyoualwayswantedtoanddon'teven

thinkaboutgivingupthatshopformyabusive

family.YesInevertoldyou.Theyusetoabuse

meandjusttosayIwasrapedbymysocalled

brotherwhenIwassixteenbutthatisallinthe

pastnowandIforgavethem.Thatshopisnot

theirlegacyitisyoursandyoursonly.

NomatterwhereyouareIwillalwaysbewith

you

LoveLillyyourbesttwinfriend°°°

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Justaswearrivedthedeliveryguycomeswith



thegiganticcake.Ithadsupermanontheother

side,theBarbiegirlattheotherhalfanda

waterfallofchocolatebetweenthistwo

cartoons.Itisamazing,Zinhlereallydidagood

job.Wesangahappybirthdaysongforthe

twinswithdifferentmothersthenZinhlepours

somehomemadejuicethatIdon'tthinkthatit

willbefriendswithmytough.It'ssogreenand

thingsthataregreendon'treallybecome

friendswithmytough.

Zwelikhathebauntucomesbackthenheldmy

waist.

"wearegoingtodrinkinacountoffive"Zinhle

says

Shedidcountthenwealldrank.

Zwelikhathebauntuhadasourfaceasashow



thatthisdrinkisbitterjustasIthoughtand

trustmeheisgoingtolieaboutthetasteany

minutenow.

"ohGoditsnice"hesays

See

"youlikeitlove?"

"yeslovie"

"Zinhlegivehim anotherglass"

Iam goingtopunishhim fornotbeinghonest

withhisfeelings

"noIthinktheyshouldsaveitfortheirfamily.

Youknow"



"noIdiditforallofussoIcouldgiveyou

anotherone"Zinhlesays

HeclearshisthroatandlooksatMawakebantu.

Ithinktheywerecommunicatingwiththeireyes.

Theseguys,theythinkIcan'tseethem.

"babeIthinkyoushouldsafeitforthebothof

ustonight"Mawakebantusays

"OKthen"Zinhlesays

Zwelikhathebauntubreathesoutloudthinking

thatheissaved

"noIam sureyouwilldoanotheroneatyour

house.Rightnowmymanherelovesit.Don't

youlove?"



Zwelikhathebauntugavemeafrown

"actuallyrightnowIam cravingforasmoke"he

saysthenwalksaway.

IthinkIjustdidareallygreatjob.

Latertheguyswerebusywiththemeatwhile

wewenttochangethekidsintotheirswimming

wearsexcludingNthandoyenkosi.Thatoneis

allupinMawakebantu'sarms.Heisinlove

withhisbabomkhulu(uncle).Whenwetryto

takehim hecrieslikeheisbeingbeatenandI

don'tthinkthatwewillgotoourroom with

Nthandoyenkositoday.

Kwenzakwenkosiwasalreadyswimmingand



makingfriendswhichremindsmethatIhaveto

findaschoolforhim.Heisfriendly.Zinhle

heldBuhlebenkosiinthebabypool.Shewasso

happytobeallupinthepoolasshewas

splashingthewater.

Whenthefoodwasreadyweatewithout

Kwenzakwenkosibecausehealreadyhad

friendsandtheywereplayingtogether.

Iam hornyandIdon'tknowhowtotell

Zwelikhathebauntuthat.Ithinkitisthatquickie

thatmademethishorny.Heissittingopposite

mesoletmesignforhim.Ibrushhispenis

withmyfeet.Heclearshisthroatthenlooksat

mesmiling.

HeeatsandIdoitagain.Thistimehegroaned

butlower.Ismileandlookathim.



"mamaIam hungry"Kwenzakwenkosisays

Wheredidhecomefrom?

"OKletmegodishupforyou"Istooduptodish

upforhim

AsIwasdishingupforhim Ifelthishands

goingaroundmywaistwithhisheadonmy

shoulder.

"playingnastytoday"hewhispers

"ZwelikhathebauntuIam horny"

"Iseeyou"

"howaboutwegosomewherewherewecan

havesex"



Hehadasmile

"webookedsomeroomssowecangothere"

"ohthatsoundsnice"

Iwenttogivemysonhisfoodthenwalkedto

theroom.Whenwegottherewedidnotwaste

timeweweredoingitrawandstandingtoo.

AfterIwenttoshowerthengotdressedinmy

yellowbikinitopandbottom.

"youaregoingtoswim?"

"yes"

Hewalksclosertomeandgrabsmybumsso

tight.



"Zwelikhathebauntutheyisnoneedforyouto

dothat"Isay

"why?Theyaremineandmineonly.Mywife

youmakingmehornyalready"

Ipushedhim offmethenwenttowherethe

familywassitting.

"upforswimming?"IaskZinhle

"nomeandwaterdon'tgetalone"

"OKthen.Kwenzakwenkosilet'sgoandenjoy

son"

Hegotuphappyandwenttoswim withhim.

...



Wearenowpackingourbagstogohome.

"Zwelikhathebauntuisyourtoothbrushinyour

toiletrybag"

"yesmylove"

Kwenzakwenkosiwassleepingwithusinthis

bedsowecouldn'thavesexandmyotherson

Nthandoyenkosiwassleepingwith

MawakebantuandIsurethattheydidnothave

sextoo.

Allourthingswerepackedandwewereready

togo.

WegotZinhleoutsidenexttothecarwiththe



babiesintheircarseats.

"whyisn'tthecaropened?"Iask

"Mawakebantujustfoundoutthatourcarkeys

werestolenatthesafeofthereception"

"WHAT!!"meandZwelikhathebauntushoutat

thesametime

Ilookathim

"Iwillgolookforhim"hesaysthenwalksaway

andKwenzakwenkosifollowedhisfather

"whathappened?"

"Ithinktheybrokeinandtookourcarkeys"



Thisworlddoesnotloveus.Wewerehappy

yesterdaybutnowweareallsadandfrustrated.

Willweeverfindhappiness?

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Chapter14

TodayisNthandoyenkosiandBuhlebenkosi's

birthday.MeandZinhlearemovingupand

downtomakesureeverythingisokjustforone

yearOlds.

"lovedidyoucallthedeliveryguytodeliverthe

cake"

"yesIdidandheisonhisway"



Imoveupstairstobathmythreebabies.Zinhle

wasstillbusybuyingusgoodiesfortoday's

event.Ifyouaskmethisdayisnotforthe

babieswearejustdoingitforour

entertainmentbecausetheyisnowaykidscan

swim.TodaywearegoingtoSandRiverresort

andanyonethatknowsthatplace,knowsthatit

isnotaplaceforababy'sbirthdays,itwasnot

myideaitwasZinhle'sidea.IfitwasuptomeI

wouldhavejustboughtacakeandmakethe

partyindoors.

IfirstbathedKwenzakwenkosithendressed

him intohisbluepocketshortandhisgreen

shortsleevegolft-shirt,blueflipflops.Igave

Buhlebenkosiabaththendressedherintoher

pinkandwhitedresswithherwhitesandals,

madehersofthairandaddedaprincesscrown.

Nthandoyenkosigotdressedinhisbluegolft-



shirt,whiteshortwithhisbluesandals.Ialso

placedaprincecrownonhishead.Itissohot

today.

WhenIwasdonewiththekidsIwenttoshower

toothengotdressedinmywhiteshort,white

sleevelesssummertopandmypinkNikeflip

flops.

AsIwalkeddownstairsZinhlewith

Mawakebantuwerealreadyback.

"mamalookingsexyasalways"

Zwelikhathebauntusayswithbothhissonsin

hisarmsastheyweresittinginthelivingroom

"thankyou"Isayblushing

Zwelikhathebauntuwasalsolookinghandsome



inhisshortsshowingoffhishairylegs.

Actuallywewereallinshortsandflipflops.

"thankyouforbathingmylittlegirl"Zinhlesays

"welltheyisnothingIwouldn'tdoforyou"

Wemadeahighfiveandlaughed

"iseverythingpackedandarewereadytogo?"

Iask

"yeseverythingisinthecar"Zinhleanswers

TheytakethekidstothecarwhileIwent

upstairstogetmybag.WhenIwasabouttogo

outZwelikhathebauntuwalksin.Hewas

undoinghisshortsandcametowardsme.He

kissesmyneck



"lovewehavetogo"Isay

"Iwillbefast"

"noZwelikhathebauntuIdon'twanttosmellsex

onmyson'sanddaughter'sbirthday"

"youwillbathafter"

"OKthenmakeitquick"

Heenteredmeimmediatelymakingmoanmy

lungsout.

AfterIwenttoshowerforlikefiveminutesthen

gotintomylongraparoundsummerdresswith

mywhiteflipflops.

Wewalkoutwithhisindexfingerinmyhand.I

willneverchangehowIholdhishandandI



thinkhealsolikesittoo.

TheywerealreadyinMawakebantu'swhite

LandRover.

"youtooklongerthanexpected"Zinhlesays

withadirtysmile

"Ihadtochange"

Shegavemea'don'tlietome'face.Igotinat

thebackwiththekidsandZwelikhathebauntu

wenttothefrontseatbuthekeptlookingatme

aftertwominutes.

Whenwegotthere.Theboysand

Buhlebenkosiwentforatouraroundwhileme

andZinhlesatedupthepicnic.



"girlgivemethedetails"

"detailsofwhat?"Iaskconfused

"girltellmewhatwereyoudoingwith

Zwelikhathebauntuthismorningthatmadehim

todonotstopstaringatyouinthecar"

Iblushandlookaway

"Ididnothing"

"don'tlie"

"OKwedidhaveaquickie"Iwhisper

Shescreamssoloudthatsheturnedpeople's

attentiontous.Plusshewastheonethat

advisedmetomakeaquickiebeforemyman

goestothegigsbecausemostofthetimeI



wasalwayshorny.Itwasalsomyfirsttime

doingaquickie.

TheboysandBuhlebenkosicameback

excludingZwelikhathebauntumaybeheis

smokingwhereverheis.Zwelikhathebauntu

hasbeenhidinghimselfthesedayswhenhe

smokeshesayshedoesnotwantthekidsto

dothesamethingheusetodowhenhewas

younger.TrustmeIam happythathedoesnot

wanthiskidstosmokeweedbecauseIdon't

lovethesmellofitbutmymanalwayscomes

backsmellinggoodlikeheneverwentoutfora

smoke.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



Chapter14

WehavebeenlivinginPretoriaatMamelodiina

backroom sharkandourlandlordisthemost

kindestgrandfatherever.Heleavesherealone,

hiskidsdiedwiththeirmotherduringacar

accidentandsincefrom thatdayhelivedonhis

own.Heisoldabout84yearsoldbutheisstill

strong.Wecallhim BabaPullup,heprefers

thatbecausehethinksheisstillcharmingand

allthat.

Hehasbeengoodtomeandmykids,

Kwenzakwenkosiisnowdoinggradeone,

Nthandoyenkosiisstillatcrèche.

Kwenzakwenkosiwashappywhenhewentto

schoolbuthisbrotherwassosadthathisolder

brotherisleavinghim behindatcrèche.They

loveeachotherandtheyjustalwaysremindme



ofZwelikhathebauntuandMawakebantuthey

socloseandIdon'tthinktheycanleavewith

outeachother.Iam studyingatTshwane

NorthTVETcollegebutIam notatschool

alwaysIjustkeepmystudiesandmywork

equal.IgottoschoolMonday,Wednesdayand

FridaythenIgotoworkatmynewjobatBaba

pullup'sspazashoponTuesdayandThursday

butImostlyworknightshifts.

"mybabieshaveyougottenyourlunchboxes?"

"yesmommy"

"OKthenletmewalkyoutoschool"

Nthandoyenkosi'scrècheisclosertowherewe

currentlylivesowewalkhim therethenIwent

towaitatthebusstopwithKwenzakwenkosi.

LaterwhenhisbuscameIalsogotonataxito

school.



...

AfterclassIwenttogobuysomegroceries.

Lilly'smoneydidhelpuslikesheknewthatI

wouldneedit.By14:00Iwenttoget

Nthandoyenkosifrom crèchethenwalkedhome.

Kwenzakwenkosiiswisehealwayswalkshome

butatfirstIwassoworriedbecauseIthought

thatmaybethepeoplefrom thekingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntuhavetakenhim.

WhenwegothomewefoundKwenzakwenkosi

sittingwithBabapullupthenNthandoyenkosi

rantohughisbrother.

"howwasschool?"Nthandoyenkosiasks

"it'ssohard,likeveryhard.Youwillalsosee



foryourself.Gradeoneishard"

IwantedtolaughatKwenzakwenkosi'srespond

butIheldmylaughter.Kwenzakwenkosiloves

frighteninghisbrother.

"hiBabaPullup"Igreet

"hidaughter"

Iwalkpassthem togoandmakedinner.AsI

am cookingIam thinkingabout

Zwelikhathebauntu.Imisshim,Iwonderifheis

eatingwhereheisordoeshesleepanddoeshe

cleanaroundthehousebecauseIknowhecan

untidywhenhewantsto.

Aswewereeatingatthemainhousewewere

alsowatchingTV.Thenwesaw



Zwelikhathebauntudancingandlookingcolorful

andexpensiveinhisclothes.Girlswhere

screamingforhim othersweretouchhim ina

veryseductiveway.WhatdidIexpectIam the

onethatleftsoheshouldmoveonwithhislife,

Iguess.

"Nthandoyenkosithereisdaddy"

Kwenzakwenkosipoints

"ohthat'shim"

"andhelookslikeyou"Kwenzakwenkosisays

Theybothlaugh

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



AswewerestandingthereIseeboth

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfathersthenthey

bothsay"goback"

Iscreamedmylungsoutthenthebabiesbegan

tocry.

"Zinhletheyweretherejustnow"

"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Sheiscalmingdownthebabies

"Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfatherstheywere

there"

ShelooksatthedirectionthatIwaspointing

thenlooksatmeagainconfused.



ZwelikhathebauntuandMawakebantucame

backwithatremblingKwenzakwenkosiItried

tomovebutmybodywouldn'tletme.Itryto

scream butmyvoiceisgone.

"Misokuhlelet'sgo!"Zwelikhathebauntuyells

Everythinghappensinslowmotionthenmy

tearsdropdownmycheeks

"ifyoudon'tgobacktothekingdom andsaveit

youwillneverandImeaneverfindpeace.

Continuerunningawaymorepeoplearoundyou

thatloveyouwilldie"awhisperofamalevoice

says

IseeZwelikhathebauntubreakingdowncrying



likeamanthathaslosthope.AsIhavefrozen

mysonhadwhitebubblesubstancecomingout

ofhismouth.

**"everyonearoundyouwilldiejustforyouto

sitinthatkingdom chair"saidLillytheday

beforeshedied**

"youknowwhattodorightsodowhat'sright"

thevoicesays

IunfreezeandrushedtoKwenzakwenkosi.We

calledacapthenwesenthim tothehospital.I

seeagoldenwhistlefollowingusandIjust

knewitthatthekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu

knowswhereweare.

IheldZwelikhathebauntu'shandsotightthen



mytearsfellonhislap.

"Iloveyou"Isay

Hekissesmylipsthensqueezedmyhand.We

gottothehospitalthenmysonwasgiventhe

attentionthathedeserves.Wesatatthe

waitingroom waitingfortheresults.

Thedoctorfinallycameafter8hours

"KwenzakwenkosiDube"

"wearehisparents"Zwelikhathebauntusays

holdingmyhandaswestoodup

"ohwellyoursonisnotsickandthebubbles

youweretalkingaboutarenotvisibleinhis

system soyoursonisfineandreadytogo"



What?!

Zwelikhathebauntuwenttohisbrotherwhileme

andKwenzakwenkosiwentbackhome.When

wegothomeitwasdarkandsilent.Iwentto

packmytwoson'sbagsandmybagtoo.AfterI

wrotealettertoZwelikhathebauntu

°°°ZwelikhathebauntuSizweMahlangu

LoveIam sorryfordoingthistoyoubutIhave

todothistosafemykids.Ihadashopgivento

meTheRoyalthatIusetoworkto.Lillygaveit

tometotakecareofit,whileIam goneplease

takecareofittillIcomeback.JustknowthatI

lovefrom heretothemoonandback.Iwill

comebackwithmyPhDhome.IpromiseIwill

bebackforourlove.°°°



"Kwenzakwenkosimakeitfastwehavetogo"I

say

"isdadcomingwithus?"

"yes"

"Iknowhisnot"

"mybabyIam doingthistosaveyouandIknow

onedayyouwillthankme"

"mom whereistheKingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntu?"

"whyyouask?"

"Iwastherewithgrandfatherandhesaidwe

havetogobacktotheplaceofloveandpeace"

**"thisisaplaceofloveandpeace"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfatheroncesaid**



"wewillgotheresononeday"

Hesmiles

WewenttogetNthandoyenkosifrom Zinhle's

andMawakebantu'shouse.Luckilyshewasall

alone.ItwashardtoconvinceZinhlewithalie

butfinallyshegaveinthenwetookofftoa

placethatIdon'tevenknowbutIhadfaiththatI

wouldfindaplacethatwewillstartanewlife

there.IwascryingandprayingthatIam

makingarightchoice.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Chapter16



Ican'tbelievethatIpassedwithgreatandhigh

marks.Ididn'tknowwhotocallorwhoto

celebratewithbutIguessIwilljustbehappyin

mysoul.

"mommymommy"thatisKwenzakwenkosi

hecomesrunningpullingNthandoyenkosi

"himommy"theybothgreet

"himybabies"

"mom Nthandoyenkosiwassingingand

everybodylovedhisvoice"

NthandoyenkosilooksdownshylyandIhug

them both.Mybabycansinghowamazingthat

isbuttheydon'tsmellpleasant.



Iclosemynose

"wherewereyouguys?"

"schoolandcrèche"Kwenzakwenkosisays

"butwhydoyousmellsobadtoday"

TheystareateachotherwithNthandoyenkosi

wantingtocrythenhisbrotherhugshim going

toBabapullup'shouse.Iam sorrybuttheydo

smellbad.

LaterBabapullupcametogivemefood

"hereyougomydaughter"



Thefoodsmelledunpleasanttoo

"Babawhyarefeedingmethisrottenfood?"

Hesmellstheplate

"theyisnothingwrongwithmyfoodanditisso

disrespectfulofyoutosaythataboutmyfood"

HewalkedoutangryandIgotbackwithmy

washing.

WhenIwasdoneIwentbackinsidethemain

houseandIgotthem eatingsoIthoughtI

shouldapologizeforwhatIdid.

"BabaIam sorryIdidn't...."Icouldn'tcontinue



tospeakbecauseIranouttovomitsincethe

badsmellofthatfoodgottome.

ThelasttimeIdidthiswaswhenIwas

pregnantwithKwenzakwenkosi.Istill

rememberwhenIthrewawaymyuncle'sbunny

chowthatdayandjustcomingtothinkofitI

wonderwhereishe.

AnywayImaybepregnantagain.WhenIwas

pregnantwithNthandoyenkosiIateeverything

nevergotmorningsicknessoranythingthat

wouldshowthatIpregnant.Insteadofmeto

knowthatIwaspregnantZwelikhathebauntu

wokeuponemorningtellingmethathehada

dream thatIwaspregnantwithababyboythen

thatdaywetookatestanditcameback

positive.



IturnmybackandKwenzakwenkosiwas

standingatthedoorlookingatmewitha

worriedface.

"mommyisoktheyisnoneedforyouworry

yourself"

Hewalkstowardsmethentouchesmybelly.

"Siphiweinkosihasfinallycame"

"Kwenzakwenkosiwhatareyoutalkingabout?"

"myotheryoungerbrotherthatIwasplaying

withatthekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntuand

hesaidhewillcometoEarthandbemy

brother"

Afterhim sayingthathewalkedoutsmilinglike



hedidn'tdropaboom.

...

TheboyswerenowsoinlovewithBabapull

up'sbedtheysaythattheywillsleepthere

forever.

Icleanedthenbathedandgotdressedinmy

whiteblacklessdressshowingmyboobstoo

withmywhiteandgoldhighheels.Iwasgoing

togetKwenzakwenkosi'sreportfrom school.

"mommymommy"theybothranaftermeasI

wasabouttowalkoutthegate.Theylook

cleanandcuteintheirblackswagpantsand

theirmatchingtops.Theywerewearingthe

samethingslikehowtwinswoulddo.



"Goodmorningmommy"Kwenzakwenkosi

greets

"morningmymommy"Nthandoyenkosi

followed

"goodmorningbabies"

Theyopenthegate

"wearecomingwithyoutogetmyreport"

Kwenzakwenkosisays

Wewentonataxitohisschoolandwegotto

hisschool.Wewenttohisclassandhis

teacherwashappytoseeKwenzakwenkosi.

"MrKhowareyou?"theteachersays



"Iam goodmam andthisismymother"

"himam"

"hi"

Wehandshake.Kwenzakwenkosisawhis

friendsthenwentwithNthandoyenkositothem.

"Kwenzakwenkosiissowiseifyouaskme.He

wasabletogetstraightA'sinallhissubjects

andmeandtheprincipaldecidedtoputhim

intoaboardingschoolforhim togetbetter

educationandtrainingforsoccerbecausethat

iswhatwediscoveredthathewasalsotalented

tobutwecouldn'tmakeadecisionforhim

whenhehasparentssoyouhavetofillupthis

paperyouandhisfather.Youmaybringitback

nextyearifyoustillwantyoursontogo"the

teachersaysaswesatdownintheclass



"isitamustthathisfathermustsignupthis

paper"

"yes,ifheisnotdead"

"OKmam Iwillkeepinmind"

"hereisyourson'sreportandainvitationtohis

awardsonthe15thofNovember"

Ihadtearsinmyeyes.Myboyreallydidwork

hardandIwillkeepprayingthathecontinues

likethisforhislifetime.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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ThenextdayIwokeupandwoketheboys.

Theydon'twantmetobaththem anymore,

specificallyKwenzakwenkosihesaysatschool



theytoldhim thatitisrapeheevensaidhewill

bathhislittlebrother.Iwasn'thurtbyhiswords

becauseyoucouldtellthattheycamefrom a

goodside.

WhenIwenttolivingroom,that'swherethey

sleepbecausetheycan'tsleep.Theywasthis

onetimeIsleptwiththem andtheykickedme

outofthebedintheirsleepandsincefrom that

dayIjustneverwanttosleepwiththem.

"KwenzakwenkosiandNthandoyenkosiwake

up"

Theyjumpoutoftheirblankets.Thewaymy

kidsloveschooltheydon'tevenwastetimeto

wakeuplikeIusetodo.



Theywenttobathwiththeboiledwaterthatwe

boiledandkeptitinawaterbottlewarmer.I

wenttomakeporridgeandlunchboxeswhich

isbrownbreadwithnothing.Theyloveit.I

cleanedaroundtheroom

Whentheyweredonetheypackedtheirbags

andlunchboxes.

"mommycanwegoonourowntoday?"

Kwenzakwenkosiasks

"but......"

"wewillgettoschoolandwewillbesafe"he

answers

ThatiswhatIwantedtosay,youseehavinga

kidthatcouldseethefutureinablinkofaneye



"OKbutpleasebecarefulandgettoschoolin

time"Isay

"wewill.Iloveyoumommy"hesays

"Iloveyoutoomommy"Nthandoyenkosisays

"Iloveyousomuchandjustsoyouknowwhen

youcomebackfrom schoolgotoBabapullup's

housebecauseIwillbestudyingtonight"

"OKmommy"thentheyleftrunning

Iwenttobathbuttheywasnowaterwarm

waterinthewaterbottlewarmeranymoreI

guessmykidsuseditall.Ibathedwithcold

waterandwenttoschool

...

WhenIcamebackIwenttomyroom tostudy.



KwenzakwenkosiandNthandoyenkosidid

cometogreetmethentheywenttoBabapull

up'shouse.

At19:00Iwenttogivethem goodnightkisses

thentheywenttosleep.

...

Iwaswaitingoutsidemyexaminationroom

thenIheardtwoDivasoftheschooltalking.

"girldidyouseeZwelikhathebauntudoinghis

thingonSaturdayatfillup"girl1says

"Idid.Heisonecuteguyshame"girltwosays

"yesIknowheiscuteandthatiswhyIam

goingtomakehim minetonightashewillbeat



fillupagain"girl1says

"haven'tyouheard?"girl2asks

"heardwhat?"girl1asks

"theyisarumorthatsaysthat

Zwelikhathebauntuistakenandhastwokids"

"butIneversawthem soIwilltakehim asheis

stillsinglebaby"

"trustmehepostedaboutitonhisInstagram

onthe17thofJanuarythisyearsayingthathe

hasfoundhisotherhalfandacopyofhimself

inhistwosonsandnoonewillreplacethem or

taketheirspacesinhisheart"

Iblushatthatstatementandknowingthatis

theeverysamedatewefirstdatedjustmade

meblushevenmore.

Aftersometimewewentintoourclassesto



writeourpaper.

...

IwenttoworkthenextdayandIaskedmymale

friendbythenameofChinatoborrowmehis

phonebecauseIwantedtolookat

Zwelikhathebauntu'sInstagram account.When

IgotthereIjustcouldn'tbelievethathewas

takingunexpectedpicturesofmebutdidn't

showmyfacethoughbutheupdatedtheworld

aboutmeandhim.Myfavoritepicturewasthe

onethatIwaspregnantwithKwenzakwenkosi

withmylonggreendresslookingatmyselfin

themirrorthenhewrote'Iam goingtobeanew

fatherandIwillforeverlovemywifetobefor

carryingmyseedinher'.Theywasthisother

onethatIhatedwhichwasmecryingfor

chocolatethenhewrote'cravingshavegotten



mywifetobe'butIwaslaughingatthesame

time.Everypicturehad801,777andstill

countinglikes.Peoplereallydolovehim andI

am alsostartingtomisshim butamotherhave

todoanythinginherpowertoprotectherkids.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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AftergettingtheirreportsIdecidedtobuythem

McDonald'sandtheyweremorethanhappy.

"Brotherdoyouknowthatmommyanddaddy

arehavinganotherbaby?"Kwenzakwenkosi

sayswhichmadehisbrotherconfused

"Imeantheywillhaveanotheryou"he

elaboratefurther



Nthandoyenkosilaughs

"sowhereisthebaby?"heasks

"inmommy'sbelly"

Thesekids.TheyaretalkingaboutmelikeIam

notherewiththem orolderthanthem andwho

thehellsaidIam pregnant.

"Kwenzakwenkosiyouneedtoeatandstop

tellinglies"

"but..."

"SHUTUPKWENZAKWENKOSIANDEAT!!"I

yelledandeveryonelookedatus

"sorrymom"hesayswithasadface

...



Wegothomesolatesotheysleptinmybed.

At00:00Iheartheroofmakingnoiselikethey

ispeopleonit.Ilookatmykidsandtheywere

sleeping.Iwentouttoseewhatwashappening

ontheroof.Unexpectedlysomeonepushedme

sohardthatIhitthefloorsohard.

Kwenzakwenkosiwokeupandbegantocry.

Twoguysjumpofftheroofthenfollowedbya

chubbyladyinablackdress.

"Ifinallygotyou"shesaysinadeepvoice

closertome

"whoareyouandwhatdoyouwant?"Iask

"Iwantwhatyouhave"

Hertoughmovedfrom mylipstomyboobsand



sucksthem butIpushedhersofastthenshe

hitherfaceonthefloor.Shestoodupwithan

angryface.

"youmustneverfuckwithmebecauseIwill

fuckyousobadyoufuckedupgood"shesays

pullingmebymyhairwhichmade

KwenzakwenkosiandNthandoyenkosito

scream morelouder.

"takethosebullshitkidsweareleavingwith

them"shesaystothisotherguyinblack

"whataboutthelady?"heasks

"ohthisonewewillleaveher.ThedayImake

hermainIfuckhergood,fornowIdon'twant

tobetemptedIwanttofocusongettingthat

kid'sheart"

"whatabouttheotherkid?"



"WOULDYOUJUSTWITHYourSTUPID

QUESTIONSANDJUSTTAKETHOSEKIDS

NOW!!!"sheyelledmakingmyroom shakeabit.

Theypullmybabiesroughly.Theywerekicking

andscreamingwhileIalsoscreamedforthem

tostop.

"PLEASELEAVETHEM ALONE!!!"Iscreamedin

tearsbuttheyheardnonofitthenthewalked

outridingtheirbrooms.

"MYBABIES!!"Iranafterthem

Babapullupcameoutofhishouseandhugged

mesotight.



"BABAMYKIDS!!!"

"whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"THEYHAVETAKENMYBABIES!!"

Hewentinthehousethencamebackholding

hishead

"whodidthat?"

"thewitches"

Hiseyespoppedout

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Chapter



Mylifeisjustmiserable.Ijustcan'tforgive

myselfofthechoicesImade.Iwasbeinga

mothertryingtokeepherkidssafeandfar

awayfrom thekingdom'ssituations.Itsbeen

twoweeksofmylament.SometimesIwould

gotoNthandoyenkosi'scrècheorgowaitat

Kwenzakwenkosi'sbusstophopingthatthey

willcomebacktomommy'sarmsbutstill

nothing.Ican'teat,sleepordoanything

becauseIam lonely.Theywasthisonetime

whenIwantedtocallZwelikhathebauntubutI

thoughthowwillhethinkofme,amotherthat

ranawayandlostherkidsontheway.My

optionisnottogobacktoZwelikhathebauntu

butatthesametimeIneedhishelp.

Babapullupkeepsonbringingthatoldladythat

Iusetocallgrandmothertomewhichbrought

backallthetraumabackofherandmybrothers



transforming.Idon'tknowwhyshewantsto

helpmenowwhilebackthenwhenmyparents

wantedtotakemeshewantedtokillthem and

me.

Mylifehasbeenjustalaughingstockforthe

haters.Ihavelostweightbutmybellykeepson

gettingbiggerlikeIam thosepeoplethatdon't

eatallmyfoodgroupstypes.

Babapullupentersmyroom afterknockingfor

somehourswithmenotanswering

"ohthankGodyouarealive.Goodmorning"he

says

Ilookathim withoutsayinganything



"MisokuhleIknowyouarestillangryatme

becauseofIbroughtmyfriendbutIknowshe

canhelpyou.Shealsohelpedme.Sheisnot

thoseheartlessgifteddoctors......"

"Babapullupdon'ttalkwhatyoudon'tknow.

Youdon'tknowifsheisagoodpersonornot.

Sometimeswhat'smeetstheeyeisnotthe

sameasknowingtheperson"

"yousoundlikeyouknowherbuttrustmeshe

willhelpyou"

"IDON'TNEEDHERHELP!!!"

"YESYOUDOANDIWILLTAKENOFORAN

ANSWERBECAUSEIAM ALREADYHEREFOR

YOU!!"grandmothersays.Mxm whydoIstill

callhergrandmother

"YOUBETTERGETOUTOFHEREBEFORE....."

"BEFOREYOUDOWHAT?KILLME?"



Ikeepquietandwalkbackstepbystepasshe

gotclosertome.

"MisokuhleIraisedyou,IlovedyouandIstill

do.IbecameamothertoyouandIwillstilldo

likeIalwaysdid"shesaysclosertome

"nodon'tturnthetablesandmakeyourselflook

likeavictim webothknowthatyounot!"Isay

yellingmylungs

Shemovesbackalittlethensitsonmyundone

bed.

"Bobo(Babapullup'srealname)pleaseleave

us"

Hewalksoutfastwithouthesitationthenthis

oldladylooksatmewithasadface.



"itallbeganwhenyourmotherfellinlovewith

anolderguythatshelovedalotbutherparents

werenotsupportingtheirrelationshipbecause

oftheiragegap.Shegotpregnantveryyoung

thenshewantedmetohelpherabortyouandI

agreed.ThedaycamewhenIhadtoabortyou,

theplanwastomakehergointoherdeepsleep

sothatshedoesnotfeelthepainwhenIabort

you.ItookmyherbsandIwasreadytokillyou,

intheprocessyourmother'sbellyturnedgold

whichwassomethingunusual.Itriedtotouch

herbellybutIwouldburnifIdidthat.Your

motherwasstillinherdeepsleepthenIwentto

askmymotherthatwasstillalivebackthen

aboutwhatIsaw.Shetoldmethatyouwere

giftedandchosenbytheroyalfamilybeforeyou

wereevenborn.Icouldn'tkillyou,you

supposedtobeasecretsincemanypeopleand

kingdomswereseekingforyourheartforpower.



Iwasmeanttotrainyouaboutyourgiftwhen

you21yearsoldbutthenIfellinlovewithyou

andIdidnotwantyoutosufferbecauseIknew

thatifItrainyouthenyouwouldhavetosuffer

alot.Allthosegiftsthatyouhadandstillhave

arepowerfulthaneverandnowtheyarepast

ontoyour3sons.Onethatcouldseethe

future,thatcouldsingandthelastonethat

couldseethingsthatotherscan'tsee.You

couldn'tknowthosethingsbecauseyouwere

nevertrainedfor."

"soIwasgifted?"

"stillarebutyouneedtrainingforthat"

"whathappenedtoyoutransformingyouand

mybrothers"

"wellthosearemykidswewerecursedbymy

motherinlawwhenhersondied.Sheblamed

usforhisdeathbecauseIwasgiftedjustlike



you"

"whataboutuncle,cousinsfrom freestateand

NorthWest?"

"Ididthatwithmymagic.Itwasjustimagery

peoplethathavelivedyearsback"

Iam speechlessIcan'tbelievethatIhavebeen

livingalie.

"Iam sorryifIhuntedyoubutIjustwantedto

saveyou"

Islidedowntothefloorandtearstakecontrol.

Shestandsupandwalkstothedoor.

"WAIT!"Iscream



Shestops

"wellthat'sanotherthingIcameheretotellyou

about.Misokuhleyouknowwherethesekids

belong.Theyhavetheirownfatherandtheir

ownhome.Youknowwhattodowhat'sright

andnowdoitandjustsoyouknowifyoudon't

listentowhatItellyourightnowyouwillcurse

thedayyouwerebornbecausethegodsnever

playswhentheypunishyou."

Thenshewalksout

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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IwakeupinBabaPullup'sroom.



"Kwenzakwenkosi,Nthandoyenkosi!"Icallout

Babapullupcameinlikehehasbeenrunning.

"youareup?"hesays

"yesandwherearemykids?"

"don'tyourememberthattheytookthem?"

Whathappenedintheearlymorningcameback

tomymindthenIscream intears.Babapullup

embracesme.

"thewitchestookmybabies!"Isayintears

"andIbelieveyou"hesays



Ilookathim

"didyoualsoseethem?"

"noIwasinmysleep"

"buthowandwhy?"

"Idon'thavetheanswersthatiswhyIcalled

myfemalefriendthatknowsthesethings"

"whenisshecoming?"

"now"

Oh

Iwenttomyroom cleanedaroundwithstill

tears.Idon'tknowiftheyareeatingor

comfortablewheretheyare.InosinceIleft

homeIneverprayedorgotochurch,maybe

thatiswhythesebadthingsarehappeningto



me.IhaveforsakenGod.Iwentdownonmy

kneesthenprayed.

SometimelaterBabapullupcallsmetohis

kitchenbecausehisfriendhasarrived.WhenI

walkedinthekitchenIcouldnotbelievemy

eyes.GRANDMOTHER!!!!!!

"MISOKUHLE?!"sheyellssurprised

Mymouthiswideopen.Myeyesareaboutto

popout.

"Misokuhlemychild"shestandsupandgets

closertomeandIwalkback

"whatareyoudoinghere?"Iaskinawhisper

andtearsgoingdownmyeyes



"Iam heretohelpyou"

"Idon'tneedyourhelp,Idon'twantyourhelp

andJUSTLEAVEMYLIFETHEHELLALONE!!!!"

Ithenwalkbacktomyroom andsleepintears.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Ican'tgobacktoZwelikhathebauntu.Ijustcan't,

Ilovehim butIthinkhehasmovedonwithhis

life.WhatwouldhisgirlfriendsayasIwalkin

andsayourkidsaretaken?

Iam onmybedcontemplatingwhethertogoto

Zwelikhathebauntuorfindmyownwaytoget

mykids.Grandmotherwalksinwithfood.



"youhavetoeatforyourson"shesays

"Ican'teat.Idon'tevenknowhowmykidsare

aswearespeaking"

"Iam suretheirsavenoweatforyoubaby"

Igaveheraconfusedface

"yesyouarepregnantIcanseewithyournose"

"andwhatiswrongwithmynose?"Iasktrying

tolookatmynose

"eatbeforewecangotoZwelikhathebauntu"

Itremble

"dowehavetogotoday?"



"yesorifyouwantyourkidscookedwhenwe

getthere"

Isighandeat.Ididn'tknowthatIwasthis

hungrybutIknowwithinasecondIwasdone

andaskingmore.

IlotionInoticethebellyandherethestupidme

thoughtIwasn'teatingallfoodgroups.Igot

dressedinmyminidresswithmyhighheels.

Closerwegottohishousewasthemore

nervousIgot.Babapullup'svanstopsrightat

thegate.Iwalkoutalonebuthim and

grandmotherstayinside.

"won'tyoucomeinwithme?"Iask

"ourroadendsnowitisalluptoyou.Good



luck"grandmothersaysthentheydroveoff.

ThisishardjustlikeIthought.Ijumpthehigh

fencewiththehelpofthebinsatthesideofthe

roadthengotintheyard.Idon'tknockIjustpull

thedoorandfortunateformeitwasnotlocked.

ItiptoeinthenIhearmoansupstairs.Iwantto

justgiveupbutIhavetodothisformykids.I

openthedoorandexpectedthewasagirl

havingsexwithZwelikhathebauntuonourbed.

"Zwelikhathebauntucanwetalk"Isay

Hepushesthepoorgirloffhim thenshefellat

theotherside.Zwelikhathebauntu'seyesland

onme

"Misokuhle?"hesaysinawhisper



"ummm pleasegetdresssowecantalk"

Iwenttositatthelivingroom.TobehonestI

washurtbywhatIsawinourbedroom butIam

theonethatranawayandnowIhavetolive

withit.ThishousesmellslikesexandIeven

feeluncomfortablesittinghere.

Wecomesdownwithhisgownandsitsright

oppositemeandspreadhislegssothatIcan

seehispenis.

"longtimenosee"

"ZwelikhathebauntuourkidsarelostandIneed

yourhelptogetthem"

"LOST?HOW?WHEN?WHY?"hesaysstanding

up



Hiseyesareturningredandhishandsskinis

alsoturningred

"THISISALLYOURFAULT.IFYOUDIDN'T

LEAVEMAYBEANDJUSTMAYBEMYKIDS

WOULDHAVEBEENHEREWITHME!!!!!"he

yelledwithhisdeepvoicethatmademe

tremble

HewalkedClosertomeandheldmebythe

throatsohardthatIcouldn'tbreathe.Icouldn't

eventalk,todayfeelslikemydayIwilldie.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Chapter17



MybellyisalsoshowingjustlikeZinhle's.Yes

wearebothpregnantagain.Ifyouaska

scientistIdon'tthinktheycananswermewhy

thisishappeningtous.Ithinkit............Well

let'sjustleaveitwhereIsayIdon'tknow.

ItsbeenamonthandIhaven'tseen

Zwelikhathebauntusincethatday,accordingto

MawakebantuZwelikhathebauntuisdoinghis

gigs.Thisismadnessmykidsareoutthere

andtheirfatherisdoing"gigs"Iam so

disappointedinhim,bigtime.

Ihavenochoicebuttopackmybagsthengo

getmyonmyownchildrenbecausetheperson

thatshouldbehelpingmeisoutthere

entertainingpeople.



Itis03:00Itakemybagsandsomemoneythen

outIwenttoZimbabwe.

...

AsIgotoffagroupofmancomesthenthey

takeouttheirgunspointingthem rightatme.

"GIVEMEYOURMONEY"onesays

TrustmeIwasnotevennervous,Idon'tknow

why?

"Idon'thavebutyoucantakemybagand

watchifyouwanttoaslongasyougetmeto

thekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu"Isaycalm



TheystareateachothernotbelievingwhatI

justsaid.

"whydoyouwanttogothere?"oneofthem

asks

"Iwantmykidsthereandnothingelse"

"mam thatpleaseisnotsafeanymore.They

rapeandkillpeopletheresincethekinghas

passedonhisbrothershavebeenmistreating

peoplesoIwon'tallowyoutogothere"

"butIhavetogetmykids"

"wellwecantakeyoutheresothatyoucan

saveyourkids"theotherfatmansays

WegotintheirToyotavanthenwedrovetothe

kingdom.Theytookmetothegoldroadthat

wewentthroughwithZwelikhathebauntulast

timewecameherebuttheystopwherethegold



roadbegins.

"whyareyoustoppingthecar?"Iask

"thisgoldenroadisonlysteppedbypeoplethat

aremeanttosteponit.Wewillburnifwestep

onthisroad.Itwasprayedforfrom 1913bythe

forefathersofthislandandthatishowblessed

thisroadis.Thechosenandbravepeoplestep

here"theoldmansays

"whatifIalsogetburntbythisgoldenroadtoo?

"Iask

"youwillnever.Icanfeelyourgiftfrom whereI

am sitting"

Igivehim aconfusedlook

"goyouwillbelate"hesays



"ummm.........hereismybagand...."

"theyisnoneedforyoutogiveusthat.The

onlythingthatyoucandoforusistoturnthis

kingdom tothekingdom ofloveandpeace

againlikeitshouldbe"

***"thisplaceisaplaceofloveandpeace"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfatheroncesaid***

Iwalkoutwithmybelongingsthenlookatthem

onelasttime.

"thankyou"Isay

Theysmileanddroveoff.IstepontheGolden

roadanditlightsup,Imovebackthenitturns

offagain.MyheartbeatsfastbutIhavetoget

tomykids.ItaketwostepsforwardandIseea



Rhinolookingatmeinthejunglethenwalks

backtothedarkjungle.Ikeeponwalkingbuta

littlebitfasterthistimethenIhearan

Elephant'ssoundofcommunication.Irunand

aLionroarswhichmademecrywhilerunning

thenaLeopardjumpsofftotheothersideof

thejunglewithoutsteppingonthegolden

lighteduproad.Iscream thenranfastwhile

lookingbehindmemakingsurethatthese

animalsarenotfollowingme.Ibumpmybody

tosomethingthatwashairyandwarm,Iturned

slowlytoseewhatitis."MOOO"Iscream

standinginthesamespot.Meanditlookedat

eachotherintheeyesanditwentquite.Thenit

movesslowlytotheleftandtherewasthegate.

Ilookatthisbullanditjustmindeditsown

business.Thegatesopen,thebullturnsthen

madeasoundofcommunicationagainlooking

atmethenwalksoff.Istepinthenturntosee

thebullanditwasnowheretobeseen.Whyis

thiskingdom nowdarklikeitdoesnothave



streetlights?Idon'tcarehowIgettherebutI

wantmykidsinmyarms.

Istepintothedarkhopingtoseethelightbut

theunexpectedhappens,someonepulledme

fastholdingmymouth.Icouldn'tseehisface

orwherewearegoingbecauseitwasjustdark.

IclosemyeyesandpraytoGod.

Wegetintomudhousewithheadsofpeople

anddeadbodieseverywhere.Ispotmykids

andNthandoyenkosiwascagedandcryingthen

Kwenzakwenkosiwassleepinglookinguplikea

alreadydeadperson.MytearsdropthenIwas

alsocaged.Thechubbyladywithdeepvoice

andgreeneyeswalksinlaughing.

"babeyoufinallybroughtyourselftome"



Isaynothingandlookedathim/herwithrage

"lookhowSexyyouare.Noliesyouarethefirst

Ladyinthiskingdom thathaseverbeenpretty.

Therestthem areadifferentstory"shekisses

mylipswithoutmerespondingthenhelaughs

"babeyouwillgetusetomebeingalloveryou"

shesaylaughingagain

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Mytearswerealreadydroppingdownmy

cheekstohishandsonmythroat.Hiseyes

werered,hishandswereburning.Iwasready

todiebutthenMawakebantucameasIwas

abouttodie.



"Zwelikhathebauntuwhatareyoudoing?!"he

pushedhim thenhefellattheotherdirection

Zinhlecametomewithtearsandherbaby

behindherback.

"areyouok?"Zinhleasks

Iam nowintearsasZinhlecomfortsmeand

Mawakebantuholdinghiscrazybrothersaying

hisclanpraise.Zinhletakesmetotherecar

andlocksusinthereasItoldthewholestoryto

her.Shewasveryangryatmeforleaving

ZwelikhathebauntuandIalsofeltbadbecauseI

am thepersonthatturnedhim intothismonster

thatheistoday.



Mawakebantucomesintothecardrainedlike

hewasfightingabattle.Hegetsinthecarand

sighsoutloud.

"howishenow?"Zinhleasks

Mawakebantulooksatmewithaworriedface

"ZwelikhathebauntuSizweMahlanguissurely

angryatyouandhemaykillyouanytimehe

wantstosoIsuggestyoucomewithusandlive

atmyhouseforsomedaysbecausetrustme

heisnotgoingtocalm downanytimesoon"

"doyou.....thinkthat......maybehecanforgive

me?"

"fornowlet'sjustsayIdon'tknow"



WedrovetotheirhouseandIspentthewhole

eveninginmyroom askingGodforforgiveness

andforhim tolookaftermykids.Ikepton

cryingliketheyisnotomorrow.

...

ThenextmorningIwokeupwiththemindthatI

willgotothekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntuon

myownwithouthishelp.Ibaththengot

dressedwithmyyesterday'sclothesand

walkedtothelivingroom.Idon'tknowwhat

saidImustgotherebutIfoundmyselfinthe

livingroom withZwelikhathebauntu'sredeyes

lookingatmewithangerandasorrylookatthe

sametime.MawakebantuandZinhlewere

therebutIdidnotmindthem atallmyeyes

wereatZwelikhathebauntu.



"Good.....morning"Isaywithtremblinglips

Theydidn'tanswerme

"letmeguessyouweregoingtoescapeorrun

awaylikeyoudidlasttime"Zwelikhathebauntu

says

IlookdownplayingwithmybagthatIwas

holding.

"yesIwas.AsthemotherIhadtodo

somethingtogetmykids"Isaywithalowtone

andtearsflowingdownmyeyes

"mother?Thesamemotherthatlostherkids"

hesaysagain

"brotherdon'tyouthinkthatyouarealittlebit



hush?"Mawakebantusays

"Mawakebantudoyouneedmetoremindyou

thatMisokuhleisnotyourwife"

"Ithinkweshouldgivethem theretime"Zinhle

saysandpullsMawakebantu

Iwasscaredandstandinginthesameposition

andsilencefilledtheroom.Icouldfeelthathis

eyeswerealloverme.

"Zwelikhathebauntu....Iam sorry.Ididn'tmean

tohurtyou....Iwasjustdoingittosaveourkids

asonedaymymothercalledsayingthatthey

wasthepeopleofZwelikhathebauntulooking

forusthenIknewthatIhadtorunaway

withoutyousincethesepeoplearelookingfor

yousoIthoughtIshouldrunawaywithoutyou"

Isayintears



Hemakesafunnyfacestillsitting,crossinghis

legsandhisindexfingerpointedtohismind

likeheisthinkingofsomething.

"IseebutIthoughtIwasthemanandyouthe

woman"

Hegotupandgotclosertome.Istoodthere

closingmyeyeswaitingforaslapbutnothing

came.Iopenmylefteyeandhewaslookingat

mewithhisbrownChineseeyesandno

emotion.

"IwillhavetothinkaboutyourofferbeforeIact"

"butmykidsareoutthereandIdon'tknowhow

theyareor........"



Heleftsupmyheadslowly,mindyouallthis

timeIwaslookingdown.

"IthoughtIam amanyouthewomansolady

knowyourlane"

Hescansmyfacethenwalksout

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

"areyouok?"alltheladiesinthetaxiasks

"Iwillbefine"Isay

Zwelikhathebauntuwasnexttomebuthenever

mindedmeatall.Hewasholdingthesleeping

Kwenzakwenkosiwhichwasalsomyworry



rightnow.Nthandoyenkosiwasenjoying

Mawakebantu'scompanylikehehasknown

him foralongtime.

Wedrovebehindthekingdom of

ZwelikhathebauntutoaplacethatIneverknew

existed,itlookedsoamazing.Theyaretwo

mountainstheninbetweenthem theyisariver

flowingtothegiganticwaterfall,onthegreen

freshmountainstheywerefivehousesandnot

justanyfivehousestheywerethosemansions

thatwereamazing.

IpickupNthandoyenkosibuthejustwanted

Mawakebantuwhichremindsmeofwhenhe

wasyoung.Buhlebenkosiwasinhermother's

armsandneverwantedtoleavethem.

"let'sgocookingfordinner"



Zwelikhathebauntu'smothersays

"oh"Isaywalkingwithhertothefirsthousewe

approachbutZwelikhathebauntustopsme

"Misokuhleandmewillstartatourhouse"

Zwelikhathebauntusays

Hepullsmyhandthenwewalkedtothetop

houseonthemountain.Itisaglasshouseand

itisamazingtoo.Itisthelargesthouse.We

walkinanditisneatasever,hedisappears

aroundthehousewhileIadmirethebeautyof

thishouse.MostofallIlovetheviewofthe

valleyinthelivingroom.

"Iwantustotalk"

Iturnandhewasstandingagainstthewall.I

wenttositdownonthesoftwhitecouch.



"ok"

"IwantedtosaysorryforwhatIdidlasttime.I

didn'tmeanto.SometimesIbecomeangryand

Ican'tcontrolmyangerthenmypowerstake

overpleaseforgiveme"

"Iforgiveyou.Ialsoapologizefornotlistening

toyouanddoingthethingstheywayIshouldn't

"Isay

"beforeIforgiveyouIjustwanttoletyouknow

thatinourrelationshiplettheybeamanand

woman.Idon'twantyoutobedoingwhatI

shouldbedoingIwantyoutodowhatyou

shoulddoasamother.Idon'twantyouover

workingwithdutiesthatarenotmeantforyou"

Isigh



"Igetit"

"IforgiveyoubutIstillhavetopunishyou"he

sayswithaseriousface

"what'sthepunishment?"

"wesleepinseparaterooms"

"betterthannothing"

HesmilesthenIwenttohelpattheotherhouse.

Itwassofunbeingwithpeoplethatyoulove

againbutmymindkeptonthinkingabout

Kwenzakwenkosi,whenwillhewakeup?We

atedinnerwithsilenceitwasjustsad.After

helpingwiththedishesIwenttoourhouse.

WhenIgotthereIwenttoKwenzakwenkosi's

room andIheardZwelikhathebauntucryingsoI

guessheisnotyetup.Imovetomyroom then

wenttoshowerandgotdressedinmysleeping

clothes.IwentbacktoKwenzakwenkosi's

bedroom andhewasnowallalone.Iwent



closertohim thengavehim agoodnightkiss.

Nthandoyenkosiisnotcomingbackhomeany

timesoonhelovesMawakebantuandheis

neverleavinghisside,justlikethewayhewas

whenhewasyoung.

Iwalkedpassthemainroom andIheard

groans.Itrytoopenbutthedoorislocked.I

getaknifefrom thekitchendrawerthen

temperedwiththemainbedroom door.Iwant

toseethis.WhenIwalkinthebedisstillneatly

madethenIheadtothebathroom wereIheard

thesounds

"Misokuhle........aaaaa,loviethatisthespot"he

says

IsthereanotherMisokuhlehere?Iopenthe

doorandtherehewasclosinghiseyes,sitting



onthetoiletseatandexcitinghimselfcalling

outmynameintheprocess.Igigglewhich

broughthim backtoEarth.Hegotupveryfast

andfixedhimself.

"Misokuhlehowdidyougetinhere?"heasks

withhisredeyes

IlaughsohardthatIcan'tstop.Iturnedtowalk

tothebedroom andthat'swhenIwasgrabbed

roughlytothebed.Hekissedmesohungrily,

wemissedeachotheralotwedidn'teventake

offeachother'sclotheswewererippingoff

eachother'sclothes.Hegetsontopthentryto

enterthenthatchubbyladycametomymind

thenIpunchZwelikhathebauntu.

"WHATTHEHELLWOMAN!!!"heyells



Hewalkstothebathroom thenIranbacktomy

room withmyrippedclothes.WhenIgotunder

thecoversIcriedsohard.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Iam dizzyandthismadhouseishot.

"Nthandoyenkosimommyisgoingtotakeyou

outofheredon'tcrymyboy"

"OKmommybutwhataboutKwenzakwenkosi?"

"whatabouthim?"

"theytriedtokillhim buttheycouldn'tbecause

hefoughtbackandheneverwokeupsince

from there"



"hewillwakeupmybaby"

IpraytoGodthathemayfindsomeonewho

willhelpusoutofhere.

"sedilakamponesetsetsela(mylightshowme

theway)"NthandoyenkosisangandIjoined

him singing

Mybabyhadanamazingvoicejustlikehis

mama.Iam soproudtobehismommy.That

chubbyladycamebackwithaguythathada

redsnakeskin.

"shutupyoufools.Youcan'tevensing"she

says



Thesnakeguymovestowards

Kwenzakwenkosithentriestotouchhim but

movesawayveryfast.

"ssssssss"hemakesasoundthenfallsdown

"what'swrongnownyoka?"thechubbylady

asks

"ssssssss"hesaysclosinghiseyes

Aftersometimehecamebacktohisnormal

selfbutwasstillquite.Helookedandmeand

Nthandoyenkosithennodded.

"pinkypinkyletthesepeoplego"hesays

"YOUARECRAZY"thechubbyladysays

"pinkypinkyletthesepeoplego"



Thechubbyladyslapshim acrosstheface

"areyoucrazy.Doyouknowhowpowerful

thesepeopleare?WiththeirpowerIwillbe

respectedandrich.Iwillberulingtheworldlike

Ishould"

"Ladelaismillionyearsoldandstillcounting.

Heisolderthanusandtrustmehehasmore

powerthanus.Hewillkillusbitbybit"

"Ladelahaddiedyoufool!"

"butthatdoesn'tmeanhewon'tprotectwhat's

his"

Thechubbyladypacesupanddownthentakes

asparethencutstheman'shead.Wescream.

Thiswasmyfirsttimetoseesomethinglike

thisinmylife.Nthandoyenkosiwascrying.



"closeyoureyesmybaby"Isay

Thechubbyladycametowardsmethenheld

mebythethroat.

"SHUTUP!YOUSEEWHATYOUMADEMEDO?!

"

IsawNthandoyenkosiwantingtoopenhiseyes

butItoldhim notto.Ikeptontellinghim to

closehiseyes.

"IAM GOINGTOKILLALLYOURKIDS

INCLUDINGTHEONEINTHATBIGBELLY."

Shetouchesmybelly



"ohhownicehecanhearvoicesofalldead"

Hetakessomeherbsthenforcesmetodrink

butIam notgivingin.

"DRINKYOUSTUPIDFOOLSOTHATYOUCAN

ABORTTHISBABYNOW"

"NOIWILLNEVERDOTHAT!"

"OKok"

Shewalksbacktoherkitchenofherbsthen

comesbacktowardsme.

"soyoudon'twanttodrinkthenIwilltakethat

thingoutmyself"

Hetakessomeyellowsubstancetherubsit



aroundhispenis.Thenwalksinmycage,took

mylegsthenspreadthem apartintodifferent

directions.

"pleasedon'tdothistome,please"Ibegwith

tears

"babyboyyoumaywatchdaddypleasuring

mommy.Wouldn'tyouliketoseethat?"

"NTHANDOYENKOSILISTENTOMOMMY

DON'TOPENYOUREYES"

NthandoyenkosibeginstosingthatyesJesus

loveshim theBibletoldhim so.Thechubby

ladywalkstohim thenslapshim acrossthe

face.Hefelltotheotherdirectionwithhis

closedeyesandtears.

"NONOTMYNTHANDOYENKOSI.YOUARE



MEAN,RUDE,SELFISHANDEVIL!!!"

"Iam gladyouknowmypersonalitymybabyso

nowlet'sproceed.Wherewerewe?"

HewalkstowardsmethenIbegintokick,

fightingbackwithtearsandscreams.Heshuts

mymouthwithhishandthentrytoforce

himselfinsidemebutIkeptonfighting.Then

theywasamomentwhereIgiveup,hispenis

wasalreadyrubbingagainstmyvagina.

"ohhhhbabyIam nowclosedon'tcrydaddyhas

gotyou"shesays

Iclosedmyeyesnowallowinganythingto

happentome.AsIwaswaitingIhear

somethinghardhittingthefloor.WhenIlook

uptherestoodZwelikhathebauntuandhis



spare,hehascutthischubbylady'shead.Why

dothesepeoplealwaysaim forthehead?Ido

amentalnotetoaskhim.

"Zwelikhathebauntuyoucame"Isayinwhisper

Hedidnotanswerme,youcouldtellthathe

wasangrybuthedidhelpmeoutofmychains.

WhenIwasfreeIrantothestillcrying

Nthandoyenkosithatclosedhiseyessotight

thenZwelikhathebaunturantopickupthe

sleepingKwenzakwenkosi.

"babyyoumayopenyoureyeseverythingisok

now"Isaytohim.

Heopenshiseyesslowlythenhiseyeslooksup.



"daddy?"hesays

Ididn'trealizethathewasbehindme.He

movesawayfrom myarmsthenrunsto

Zwelikhathebauntu.

"Ifinallymeetyoudaddy"hesayshugginghis

father'slegsandZwelikhathebauntuhada

smileonhisface.

Hepickshim upthenwegushedoutofthemad

housetohisdim taxi.Whenwegotinwewere

metbythewholefamilythere,Zinhle,

Buhlebenkosi,Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmother,hismother,Bantuand

Mawakebantuonthedriversseat.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"



ByL

Iam nowmakingbreakfastafterIhavechecked

Kwenzakwenkosi.Iam worriedaboutmyson

andalsomyhusband.Iam surethattheyare

disappointedinme.Zwelikhathebauntuwalks

inthekitchenasIwasdishingup,Ilookdown

shyly

"Imadebreakfastforyou"Isaystilllooking

down

"MisokuhlesitdownIwanttotalktoyou"

Iwenttositonthekitchenhighchairopposite

him.

"wh....."



WhenhewasabouttotalkMawakebantuwalks

inwhilebreathingheavilylikehehasbeen

running.

"Zwelikhathebauntuyoursonisshaking

uncontrollablyweneedyounow!!!"

WebothstandupIwasabouttowalkoutwith

them butthenZwelikhathebauntustopsme.

"Mywifepleasestayrighthereandlookafter

ourhousehold"hesays

"comebackwithmybabyZwelikhathebauntu"I

sayintears

"Iwillcomebackwithoursonjuststay"he

saysthenkissesmylips



Hewalkstothedoor

"Iwillbewaitinghere!"Iyellthenheblowsa

kissandIcatchitintheprocess.

AftertheyleftIcleanedthekitchenthenwent

upstairstocheckonKwenzakwenkosiandhe

wasstillinhissleep.Ishakehim buthedoes

notwakeup.Whatifheisdead?Igetcloserto

him andheisstillbreathingbutwhyisn'the

wakingup.Ithasbeentoolong.Igetinbed

withhim andcovermyarmsaroundhim.

LaterIfeelsomeoneshakingmelightly,Iopen

myeyesandZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother

wasstaringatmewithanotheroldladywearing

allwhitefrom headtotoe.



"getupmamakaKwenzakwenkosi(motherof

Kwenzakwenkosi/mothertoKwenzakwenkosi)

soyoucangetdressed"

Igetupconfused

"wherearewegoing?"Iask

"getdressedsothatwecango"shesaysgiving

metheallwhiteclothes

Igetdressedthenwalkeddownstairs.The

familywasthere.Zwelikhathebauntuwasin

tears.Iwalktohim andwehugeachothertight.

"Iloveyou"hesaysforthefirsttimeinalong

time



Ilookathim withtears

"Iloveyoumore"

Wehugagain

"ifyoudon'tmindwegottogonow"theall

whiteladysays

Ifrown.Idon'tlikeheratall,shelooksallgodly

butIdon'ttrusther.

"whereto?"Iaskcrossingmyarms

"ohloviethisisLubelihleandsheistakingme

tothekingdom"



"andwhyherandnotyouruncles?"

Sherollshereyes.Didshejustrollhereyes?

GirleventhoughIam pregnantIcanrearrange

yourfacedarling.

Zwelikhathebauntutakesmyhandthenwewalk

tothemainroom.

"lovietodayIam goingtobeaking"hesays

withasmile

Ishecrazy?

"andyouaredressingupandleavingus.We

havetwokidsnotfeelingwellandoneonthe

waythenyoudecidetoleave"



"wehaveababy?"

Isn'titshowing?Maybeit'stheclothesIhave

beenwearing.

Hetouchesmybellythenthepictureofwhat

thatoldchubbyladydidwhenshetouchedmy

bellycamethenIpunchhim sohard.

"WHYAREDOINGTHIS!?"

"Iam sorry"Isaytryingtohelphim buthe

pushedmeaway.

Hewalkstothebathroom thenlockedthedoor.

Isitattheedgeandwaitforhim tocomeback.

Heopensthedoorandheisfullydressedinhis

Ndebeleattire.



"soyouaregoing?"Iaskwithafrownand

foldingmyarms

Hegiggles

"Istillcan'tbelievethatyourfrownsarestill

funny"

"ZwelikhathebauntuSizweMahlanguIasked

youaquestion"

"yesIhavetogo.MyfatherdiedandIhaveto

takeover"

"takeover?Zwelikhathebauntutakeover?Is

thatallyoucareabouttakingover?Yourfather

justdied,youwereneverathisfuneralorwhen

hetookhislastbreathbuttodayyouarehere

claiminghischair.Kwenzakwenkosiisinhis

deepsleepandwedon'tknowhowtowakehim



up.Thismorningwejustgotthebadnews

aboutNthandoyenkosibutyouhaven'ttoldme

what'swrongwithhim orwhereheis.Your

babymamaisgoingthroughtraumabutyou

aretooblindtoseethat"

Hestaresatme

"butdon'tyouthinkthatwhenIsitonthatchair

everythingwillchange?"

"wowdidyoujustgetthatweallneedyounow!

"

"WHATEVERYOUDOINYOURLIFEDON'T

EVERMAKEAMISTAKETORAISEYOURVOICE

ATME!"

Inodwithafunnyface



"Igiveup.Iam notgoingwithyoutothat

kingdom knowingforafactthatIam leaving

tearsathome"Isaygoingout

Iwalktothelivingroom

"sorryfamilybutIam notgoingtothisfunction.

Iwillbeherehomeyoumayallgo"

"wellIalsowantedtosaythatwearealsogoing

toLesothosincemyotherfamilywantstomeet

mywifetobeandmychild"Mawakebantusays

AtleastIam nottheonlyone.Bantu'sphone

beeps

"ohnofamilyIcan'tmakeitIam goingtowrite

thenextdaysoIhavetostudyandflybackto

SouthAfrica"Bantusays



"bythewaywedon'tneedyoutobetherewe

willjustputhim onthechairandthat'sall"

Lubelihlesays

"andsincefrom whenthingsaredonelike

that?"Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherasks

"today"

"don'tworryfamilyIwillgo"Zwelikhathebauntu

sayswalkingdownthestairs

Everybodyishugginghim butIdidn'tIwentto

Nthandoyenkosi'sroom andluckilyhewas

thereandsleeping.Isingforhim asongwhile

brushinghishands

SometimelaterZwelikhathebauntudroveout

withthatfakelady.Iam hurtthathedidnot

staywithusaswearegoingthroughtherough

patchinourlivesbutonlyGodknows.
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It'sbeenamonthandZwelikhathebauntuhasn't

gotbackhome.Thingsaregettingworseaswe

areallsittinginthelivingroom weare

frightenedofourtomorrow.Wearelivinginfear.

Iam scaredofmykids,Nthandoyenkosiis

sleepwalkingwithaknifeatnightwantingto

killhisbrother.Kwenzakwenkosialwayshas

bloodonhishandsandIneversleep.Whatdid

Idotodeservethislife?Iwasneveramurder,

aculpritorevenaevilwitchandallthisthings

arehappeningtome.WhymyGod?Why?



"becauseyouareabletopassthisthatiswhy"a

voicesays

HerewegoagainIam goingcrazy.Ican'thold

thisanymoreIbreakdownandcry.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherandhis

mothercomfortsme.ThisisthelifeIam living

nowtearsaftertearswithnofoodatall.My

babyisalwayskickingandsometimeshekicks

sohardthatIcryatnightallalone.Theywere

timeswhereIwantedtoabortthebabyoreven

killmyselfbutIcouldn't.

"bestrongmybabybestrong"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothersays

"Ican't,Idon'tthinkIcananymore."Isayin

tears

"yesyoucan,yesyouwillandyesyoumust

nowgetup,wipethosetearsbecauseyouare



makingthedeviltodanceonyourhead,you

shouldrememberthatthedevilisalwaysunder

yourfeetbecausethatiswherehebelongs

underyourfeet."Zinhlesays

"Satanisundermyfeetandthereiswherehe

belongsundermyfeet"Buhlebenkosisings

Shehasabeautifulvoicejustlike

Nthandoyenkosi.Ismileandjoinherthenthe

familysingstoo.

Weweresingingoutloudthenwesaw

Nthandoyenkosiwalkingdownthestairsthen

hejoins.Forthefirsttimewehavesmileson

ourfacesandfillingourheatswithalittle

happiness.

...



***"goaroundthekingdom"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfathersays

"willyoualsobecomingwithme?"Iask

"nothatplaceistoodarkandevilformysoul

butyoumaygobecausethatiswhereyouwill

findZwelikhathebauntu"***

Iwakeupandmovetothebathroom Ineedto

releasenumber2.Ipushedsohardthatinthe

nextminuteIheardbabycry.Iopenedmylegs

andmybabywasfloatinginthetoiletwithhis

legsinthetoiletholeandcrying,seemslikehis

legscameoutfirstthenhisheadfollowed.I

didn'tfeelpainsorwetnesslikeusual.Ipick

him upandcoverhim withawarm blanketthen

calledtheambulance.



MinuteslaterIwasinthehospitalandIwas

takencareof.Bantucomesinalone.

"howareyoufeelingmamakaKwenzakwenkosi

(mothertoKwenzakwenkosi/motherof

Kwenzakwenkosi)"Bantuasks

"Iam fineandwhereiseverybodyelse?"

"wellfortunatelyZinhlealsohadgivenbirththis

morningsosheisalsoadmittedtotheroom

nexttoyou"

"notagain"Isay

"yesagain"

"isthebabyaheorashe?"

"she"hesayswithasmile

"youwillbeanuncleagain"

"uncleohnolookathowfreshIam.Haveyou

everseenafreshunclelikeme?"



"thenwhoshouldtheycallyou?"

"unclecharmers"

Ilaughsohardwithhim joiningme.

"Iam suretheywillcallyouunclecharmers"I

saywithasmile

Wegiggleagainthentheroom goessilent

again

"sowhatwillhisnamebe?"

"Iwasthinkingthatwewaitforhisfatherto

comebackandhisbrotherstogetwellthenwe

cannamehim"

"Iam sorryaboutwhatishappeninginyourlife

currently"hesayslookingdownwithhishands



behindhisback

"it'sokonlyGodknows"
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***"Zwelikhathebauntu!Zwelikhathebauntu!"I

yelloutinthedark

IhearhiscriesbutIcan'tseehim

"Zwelikhathebauntuwhereareyou?!"

"MisokuhleyouwererightandIam sorry"he

saysthencriesagain***

Iroseupintears.OhIam stillinthehospitalI



willbestayinghereforsometimeactuallytill

mybabyisreadytofacetheworld.Heis

prematureandnowheisstayinginanincubator

whichishardformebecauseIhaveto

breastfeedhim intheincubator.

"morningmommyit'stimeformilkalready"the

lovelynursesays

Igetuptoshowerthenfeedmybaby.Withall

mykidstheyisnothingthatIenjoywiththem

whenIfeedthem theylookatmeinmyeyes

thentheydanceastheyenjoythemilk.Healso

hasthebrowneyesandthedarkskinjustlike

hisfather.Thisissosadallmykidslooklike

theirfatherandtheyhavenothinginme.

HestarsatmeandIseehisfatherinhiseyes

thentearsflowoutofmyeyes.



Thegospeloldladiescomeinmyroom singing

andinvitingGodinmyroom.TheysangandI

sangalong.

"Mimiisthenameright?"aoldladyasks

"secondname"

"stillthesameman"shesaysgigglingwithme

joiningwhichremindsmeofgrandmother

"OKthenitismyname"

Herfaceturnstoafrown

"whatareyoudoinghere?"

"huh?"

"whenIaskyoudon'taskbackmiss.Iasked

youaquestion"



"Ijustgavebirthyesterday..."

"youknowyouaredifferentfrom everybody

else.Yousawthefirstmanthatbuiltthatplace

andhewastheonethatshowedyouaroundthe

kingdom,yousawthebigfiveanimalsbefore

savingyourkidswhichwasthesignofpower,

thegoldroadlightedupasasignofbeing

choseninthatkingdom,youhearvoicesevery

nightanddayasyouseewhatotherscannot

seeandeverybodyandeverywhereyougocan

feelyourgift.Mimiyouareoneofakind.One

inamillionbutIam soangryatyouthatyouare

hereandrelaxedwhileyouneedtofetch

Zwelikhathebauntu.Youneedtofindhim before

itistoolatebecauseheistheonlyonethatcan

helptowakeupKwenzakwenkosiandgetback

thesoulofNthandoyenkosi.Packyourthings

andgonow."

"what?Whataboutmybaby?"Iask

"hewillbeherewithmesogobeforethe



sunset"

"howthehellam goingtogettherebeforethe

sunsets?"

"here"theotherladysays

Shepourssoliquidwaterinacirclethen

pushesmetostepinit.

"don'tallowanydestructionandrememberthe

keywordtocomebackiskingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntu"shesaysbeforeIfade

away

IgettoanothersideoftheworldwhichIdon't

know.Thegrassisburnt,theplaceisdulland

ugly.



"whatdoyouwanthere?"

Iturnanditwasatreetalking,oldanddull.

"Iam herelookingforZwelikhathebauntu"

"hahahayoumeanthatguythatclaimedtobe

kingwithhiseditedteethandhiscolorful

clotheslikeacandyland"itsays

Inodthenwalkedawayfrom it

"youwillneverfindhim.Heisalreadydead

ssss"

Ilookdownanditwasasnaketalking



***"don'tallowanydestinations"thatladysaid

beforeIfadedaway***

Iignoredandstillcontinuetowalk

IgottothisdarkwholethatIdreamtaboutthen

IrememberedZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandfather

tellingmetowalkinbecausethereiswhereI

willfindZwelikhathebauntu.

AsIwalkedinmyeyeslandedonsomething

thatIcouldn'tbelieve.OhGodwhowoulddo

thistoahuman.Mytearsflowoutofmyeyes

likeariver
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Someoneiskissingmylipswhichiswhatmade

mewakeup.AsIopenedmyeyesthebrown

Chineseeyeswerestaringatme.

"mywife"

"myking"

Ilookathim andallthenailsandglasseswere

allgone.

"Zwelikhathebauntuyouhavehealed!"I

scream inexcitement

Hegigglesthengetsoffme

"weshouldgetgoing"hesays



Ilookaroundandwewereinourhouseinour

bedroom.Wewenttoshowertogetherthenwe

drovebacktoZimbabweandfirstlywenttothe

hospitaltocheckmysonandhewasinthe

incubator.Ifeedhim withhisfatherstaringat

us.

"sorryIwasn'tthereforallofyouwhenyouall

neededmethemost"

"Iguessitwasatestthatwewillalsopassjust

onedaytotellatestimony"

Hesmileslookingatme

"what'shisname?"

"Ihaven'tgivenhim anamebecauseIwanted

everyoneinourfamilytobetherewhenwe



nameourbaby"Isay

"finebymewhichremindsmethatweshould

getourfamilytogetherthen"

"yesIam almostdone"

IlovestaringatmykidseyesjustlikeIlove

staringattheirfather'seyes.

WedrovebacktoourplaceinZimbabweand

thewholefamilywasshockedtoseeus

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherhadfainted

andtheywastearssharedeverywhere.We

enteredourhousethenelaboratedthewhole

storytothem.Itwassosadbecauseeveryone

wasnowcryingbutIwasjustgladthatthekids

werewithZinhleatthehospital.

"Iknowtheladythatcanhelpuswakeup



Kwenzakwenkosi"Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmothersays

Shestoodupandwalkedout.Icookedlunch

forthefamilythenweate.Meand

Zwelikhathebauntudecidedtowashdishes

thenhisgrandmotherwalkedinwiththethree

oldladiesthathelpedmegivebirthto

Kwenzakwenkosi.

"heretheyarenowlet'sbegin"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother

WeupstairstoKwenzakwenkosi'sbedroom.

Thethreeladiespreparedtheirthingsinthe

room thentheycalledZwelikhathebauntuto

comesleeponthetraditionalmatnextto

Kwenzakwenkosi.



TheyalsomakeZwelikhathebauntutogointhe

deepsleepthentheywasthistallladythatwill

entertotheotherworldwiththem toupdateus

withwhattheyaredoing.Itwassoscary

becausehereyelidswerealreadygoneandthey

wasonlythatwhitepartleftofhereyes.

"Zwelikhathebauntuisinandwalkinginthe

room Kwenzakwenkosiisin"shesays

Itgoessilentagain

"Zwelikhathebauntuhasgothim andnowthey

arecomingbackbutwait...........IT'SATRAP!!!!

weareprayingandcryingasboththeirbodies

begintotremblesofast.



"AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

NOOOOOO!!!"

"WHATISHAPPENING!!!"Iscream in

confusion
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"Zwelikhathebauntu"thatcameoutasa

whisper

Helookedatmethentearsthatflowedoutof

hiseyes.Heishangedwithhishandsandlegs

onthetreethenhasglassesandnailsallover

hisbodyandbloodflowingoutnonstop



"Misokuhleyoushouldn'tbehere"hesays

lookingdown

"Iwouldn'tbeanywhere"

Igotclosertohim thentriedtountiethechains

"whywon'tyoujustgiveuponme?"heasks

"becauseyouareaking,youalsothefatherof

mykids,IloveyouandIwillbewithyouthrough

thickandthin"

"Ithinkyoushouldtakebackthesentenceking

becauseIam not"

"wellyouareinmyheartevenwhenthewhole

worldcan'tseeit"Isaydoneuntyinghim

Hecouldn'twalksoItookhisarm thenplaced

itaroundmyshoulder,heldhiswaistthen



walkedoutthedarkwhole.Aswewereabout

toreachthecirclethatwillreturnusbacktothe

hospitalthetreesandsnakescameourway.

Theypickedupusthenplacedusinsome

underworldcage.Ikeptonkickingand

screamingbuttheyheardnonpluswhoisgoing

tohearme.Idon'tthinktheyarepeopleinthis

placeit'sjustoldanddusty.

"ohtodaywehavethestubbornwifewithus

hownice"Lubelihlesays

Iknewit

"whatdoyouwantfrom us?"Iask

"Iwantyourlives.Iwantyoutodiethenme

andmyhusbandcanruletheworld"

"youcrazy.Youknowthatyoucan'trulewhat



youaremeanttorule.Youcan'twantwhatyou

don'thave.Thepositionsinlifethatweare

givenareforusforareasonandyouwantto

takewhat'snotyours.Darlinginthatcasedo

whateveryouwantwithusbuttakemyword

youwillneverruletheworldever"Isaysocalm

"IFITWASNOTFORTHEGODSTHATYOU

HAVEIWOULDHAVEKILLEDYOUALONG

TIMEAGO"shesaysthenwalksout

Foolwantingtoruletheworldshewillnever

"Zwelikhathebauntuareyouthere?"

"Iam nextdooryou"

"areyousafe?"

"yesandyou?"

"Iwanttogetoutofhere"



Helaughs

"Zwelikhathebauntuthisisnotfunnywehaveto

gettothehospitalbeforethesunsetsorwewill

behereforever"Isaylookingforaplacetogo

out

"maybeweshouldjustgiveup"

"nonever.Wewillgetoutofheresoonholdon

letmelookforaplacethatwecanuse"

Helaughsagain

"heregoesmywifebeingbraveandhopeful"

hesays

"Ihavetomylove"

"butsometimeswehavetoacceptthatwe



weredefeated"

"notnow"

Ikeptondiggingandseekingwaystogetoutof

herebutIwastoolatebecausethesunhas

alreadyset.Iwasnowcryingandseekingways

togetout.

"don'tworrymywifewewillgetOut"

"howandwhen?"Isaywithtears

"don'tworrywewill"

Ifinallygaveupthensangasongthatwesang

lasttime

"Satanisundermyfeetandthereiswherehe

belongsundermyfeet"Isang



Awhitebirdcomesthenstandbythedoor,it

looksatmethenFliesaway.Aftersometime

lotsandlotsofanimalswalkedinandopened

forus.

"thanks"Isay

ItakeZwelikhathebauntuthenwewalkedtoa

placethatwedon'tevenknowandsleptunder

thetreewiththehopethatitdoesnottalktoo.

...

Iwakeupandwewereinaplacethatwedon't

knowbutitisamazing.Theywerestarsaround,

theGoldenriverflowingsilentlythenagold

crocodilewalksoutandbeginstospeak.



"finallyyouarrived"itsays

IwakeupZwelikhathebauntu

"Zwelikhathebauntuwakeup!"

Hewakesuplookingaround

"what'swrong?"heasks

Ipoint

"baba"hesaysrelaxed

"yourwifelooksshockedtoseeme"

"yessheis"hesayslookingatmewithasmile



"don'tworrymakoti(bride)Iam yourfatherin

law"

Irelaxabit

"theyisno,timeyouneedtogetoutofthis

placeassoonaspossible.Kwenzakwenkosi's

soulisatthewrongplaceandheisnotscared

becausehethinksit'samovieinhisdreams.I

wouldadviseyoutogonow"

"buthowbecausethesunhasalreadyset

yesterdayandIdon'tremembertheplacethe

circlewas"Isay

"youcangointheriverthenyouwillgettothe

otherside"hesays

"fatherlookatmepowerlessanddestroyed"

Zwelikhathebauntusays

"justgointherenowbeforeitistoolate"



Wewalkhandinhandtotheriverthenlooked

backatthecrocodileanditwasnolongerthere.

"Iloveyou"Zwelikhathebauntusays

WhenIwantedtoanswerhim backhepullus

downintheGoldenwater.Iwonderwherewill

webe
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"THEYHAVETOOKTHEM"theoldladysays

Theirtremblingincreasesbytheirspeedwith

meandthefamilyworried.



Zwelikhathebauntu'smom andgrandmother

holdmyhandstightatthebothendssinceI

wasbreakingdownintears.Thelightsturnon

andoff,Ialmostpeedonmyself.

"sedilakamponesetsetsela(mylightshowme

theway)"Isinginfear

Thelightsstopturningonandoffandtheir

tremblingspeeddecreases.

"Ithinktheyarefindingtheirwayhome"theold

ladysays

"keeponsingingIthinkitisyourvoicethat

helpsthem findtheirwaybackhome"theother

oldladysays

Igetclosertothem thenbegintosingwhile



holdingtheirlegs.Theyhavestoppedtrembling

whichisjoytomysoul.

Aftersometimeofsingingthentheybothrose

upatthesametime.

"daddy"thatwasKwenzakwenkosi'sfirstword

inalongtime

IwassohappyIevenhuggedhim sotight

"mybravebaby"Isayintears

"mommyyousqueezingme"hesays

Iletgoofhim thenIkisshim alloverhisface



"mommymayIpleasehavewater?"

"metoomywife"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Igushedouttogoandgetsomewater.Ialso

ranbackthengavethem theirwater.

"nowIam hungry"Zwelikhathebauntusays

"noproblem Icancooksomethingnow.You

andyoursoncangoandbathwhileIam busyin

thekitchen"

Iwenttocook.Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmotherhadtotakethethreeoldladies

backtowheretheylive.Ithankedthem so

muchandIwantedtothankthem bycooking

forthem buttheywantedtojustgettotheir

home.Zwelikhathebauntu'smom saidshe

needssomesleep.



ZwelikhathebauntuandKwenzakwenkosi

walkedintalkingandgigglingoutloud.Igave

them theirfood,theyateliketheyhavenever

eateninyears.

Itissonicetoseeyourfamilygettingbackto

normallittlebylittle.
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Nthandoyenkosirunsinshouting

"DADDY,KWENZAKWENKOSI!!!!"

Hehugshisfatherfirstthenmovesto



Kwenzakwenkosiwhichwasaverylonghug.

MytwohandsomesonsloveeachotherandI

loveit.

"youarebothback!"

"yesweare"Zwelikhathebauntusayswitha

smile

"whichremindsmethatwemustgotothe

hospitaltoseeyourothersonwhenyouare

bothdone"Isay

"Siphiweinkosihasarrived?!"Kwenzakwenkosi

yellswithasmileonhisface

"whoareyoutalkingaboutson?"

Zwelikhathebauntuasks

"mybrotherdaddy.Iusetoplaywithhim atthe

kingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu"

MeandZwelikhathebauntustareateachother



"heisthebestdaddy.Trustmeyouwillalso

lovehim.Helookslikeyoubutheismorerough

whenheplayswithmeandIhateitbutIstill

lovehim"Kwenzakwenkosisaysthengetsupto

goputhisplateinthesink

Nthandoyenkosifollowshim.

"brotherweshouldgobrushourteeth"

Nthandoyenkosisaystohisbrother

"Ijustwenttobathwithdaddytheyisnoneed"

"brotheryouwanttogetsick?"

"nobut.."

"solet'sgobrushourteeth"

Theyheadupstairs



"seem likeoursecondbornisanobsessed

cleanerjustlikehismother"Zwelikhathebauntu

sayssmiling

"hey!"Ipushhim lightly

Hepullsmyarm thenkisseshim soslowlyand

sweet.

"evenafteraverylongtimeyoustillhavethe

softlips"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Iblush

"thankyouifthatisacomplementdirectedto

me"Isay



HelaughsthenInoticethathedoesnothave

hisgoldandsilverteethactuallyhehasahuge

spacewheretheyusetobe.

"lovewhathappenedtoyourgoldandsilver

teeth?"

"longstory"

Ilaughsohard

"wehavegrandpainthehouse"Isaystill

laughing

Helooksatmewithsadeyesandthatiswhat

mademelaughathim more.Myhandsome

grandpa.Hahaha



"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Wewerewalkingtomycar.Imissdriving.

"readytogo"Iask

"yes"theyallsay

Wedrovetothehospital.Whenwegotthere

thenursedirectedustohisincubator.Ipick

him upandplacehim inmyarms.

"everyonemeetthenewmemberofthefamily"

Isay

"YAAAAAAA"theysay



Welaugh

"sowhat'sgoingtobehisname?"

Zwelikhathebauntuasks

"Siphiweinkosi"Kwenzakwenkosisays

"Iloveit"Zwelikhathebauntusaysthenlooksat

me

"yesIalsoloveit"

"Siphiweinkosiwelcometothefamilymylittle

brother"Kwenzakwenkosisaysgivinghim a

kiss

Nthandoyenkosialsofollowedwithakiss.

Zwelikhathebauntutookhim from mehehad

tearsinhiseyesthatwerenotwillingtoflow

down.



"Iloveyou"Zwelikhathebauntusaysthenthe

babysmileswhileopeninghiseyesmindyou

thisistheveryfirsttimemybabyisopeninghis

eyes.

"mamawhereisKhanyakwenkosi?"

Kwenzakwenkosiasks

Wealllookconfused

"Babomkhulu's(uncle's)babygirlthatwasborn

thesamedayasSiphiweinkosi"headds

"MamakaBuhlebenkosi(motherof

Buhlebenkosi/mothertoBuhlebenkosi)also

gavebirth?"Zwelikhathebauntuasks

OhshootIforgotaboutthem



"ohyesBantutoldmetheotherdaybutI

forgot"Isaywithmyeyeswideopen

"wehavetogoseethem then.Wherearethey?"

"Ithinktheyareinthenextroom "

Ohthisisbad

"Ithinkweshouldgoandbuythem acakewith

balloonsbeforewegotothereroom"Isay

Zwelikhathebauntucalledsomeonetobuythat

forusandinnotimeitwasdeliveredtous.We

wenttotheirroom withoursmiles.

NthandoyenkosirantohisBabomkhulu(uncle)

andKwenzakwenkosirantohugBuhlebenkosi

sotight.Ithinktheyareclosefriendsjudging

withhowcomfortabletheyarewitheachother.



"hifamily"Zwelikhathebauntugreets

"hi"theysayback

"sorrywewerenotherewhenthelittleangle

wasborn"Isay

"it'sOKyouwerealsogoingthroughsome

stufftooandIam sorrythatwewerenotthere

foryou"Zinhlesays

"actuallyIdon'thaveaproblem withthat.

Anywaywhat'shername?"

"Khanyakwenkosi"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Weallgivealook

"yesdaddyhernameisKhanyakwenkosi"

Kwenzakwenkosiadds

"wellokthenhernameisKhanyakwenkosi"



Mawakebantusays

Mawakebantuwalkstowardshisbrotherthen

looksatourson

"what'shisname?"heasks

"Siphiweinkosi"Zwelikhathebauntusays

"wellhedoeslooklikehisfather"

"asmuchasthegirlslookliketheirmotherbut

havetheirfather'sblueeyes"

Welaugh

"let'seatcake"Isay

...



Zwelikhathebauntuhasbeencuttingourhair

todaybecauseournewfamilymembersare

cominghometoday.Outsidepeoplearebusy

withdecorationsandfoodjusttowelcomekids

thatarenotevenamontholdhome.Ifitwas

uptomeIwouldhavejuststayedathomeand

gavemybabybreasttillhesleepsbutnoZinhle

wantedthisbigfamilydinneroutsideour

houses.NottosayIhateherideabut

sometimesthingsshouldbekeptsimple.

"Yhoyhoyholoviehaveyoubeentakingcareof

yourhairwhileIwasgone?"Zwelikhathebauntu

askswithadisgustedface

"notreally"

Ihavebeencoveringmyheadallthistimesince

Zwelikhathebauntuleftandtrustmeitisa



mass.

"mywifeIshouldneverleaveyoursideifyour

hairisgoingtolooklikethis"hesays

"Iam sorryIdidn'ttakecareofmyhair"

Hesmilesthenbeginstodomyhair.

Hourslaterwewerealldoneandhaddressed

uptogogetourbabies.Icouldn'tstoplooking

atmyselfinthemirror.OhmyGodIlovemy

gingerhaircut,itlooksgoodonme.

"youloveit?"Zwelikhathebauntuasksbehind

meashekissesmyneckslowlywithhisonmy

hips



Thepictureofthatchubbyladycomesbackto

mymindthenIstophim

"Ithinkwehavetogo.Icannotwaittoseeour

son"Isaytakingmybaby'sbagofclothesso

thathecanchange

HegavemeaconfusedlookbutIneverminded

him.Wewalkedoutsideandtheirwasawhite

luxuriouscarstandingoutside,alimousine.

Wow!

Webothgoinandtheirwasbabybedsintheir,

itwasjustfilledwithbabythings.Ihada

confusedlook

"don'tmakethatexpressionbecauseweboth

knowthatit'sourhusbandsthatdidthis"Zinhle



says

"yeswebothdidthisbecausewedon'twant

youtodrivewithourbabies,changeourbabies

inthepublictoiletsorevenourbabiessleeping

uncomfortableinyourarms"

Zwelikhathebauntusayholdingmywaist

"istheyaneedforthis?"Iask

"don'task"Zinhlesays

Wewenttothehospital,webathedourbabies

thendrovebackhome.Whenwegotthere

everyonewasalreadyoutsidearoundthetable.

Wesaidtheprayerthenatewithlaughterall

aroundthetable.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



Chapter19

Wehearbabycry.Igetupslowlythenwentto

Siphiweinkosi'sroom.WhenIgotthere

Nthandoyenkosihadaknifeinhishandandhe

wasstandingnexttothebaby'scot.

"NTHANDOYENKOSIWAKEUP!!!"Iscream

Ipulledhim thenhewalkedtowardsmewith

theknife.

"ZWELIKHATHEBAUNTU!!!

ZWELIKHATHEBAUNTU!!!

ZWELIKHATHEBAUNTU!!!"

Hecamerunningthenthemomenthestoodby



thedoorNthandoyenkosithrewawaytheknife

thensleptrightonthatfloor.Iwenttotakethe

cryingSiphiweinkosiwhileZwelikhathebauntu

attendedNthandoyenkosi.

"daddyhowdidIgethere?"heaskshisfather

"youflewwithastarmyboy"

Zwelikhathebauntusaystohim withasmile

Iam intearsIthoughtthiswasalloverbutnow

Iseethisstillcontinues.Ihuggedmybabyso

tightthenwenttoseeKwenzakwenkosiandhe

wassittingattheedgeofhisbedwithaholy

Bible.

"Kwenzakwenkosiwhyareyounotsleeping?"

"Iam scaredofPinkyPinky"hesays

"whoisthat?"



Hedoesnotanswermehemovestohisbed

andsleeps.Iwonderwhatheistalkingabout.

...

ThenextmorningIam doingbreakfastfor

everyoneandIfeelhandsaroundmywaistthen

IjumpandpunchZwelikhathebauntuagain.

"sorry..........."

HewalkedawaythenIcontinuedwithcooking.

Ithinkthesememoriesaregoingtohuntmefor

lifeorIshouldjustgotochurch.Thisissosad,

IonlyseekGodwhenIam inhardshipandthis

iswrong.WhenwasthelasttimeIwentto

churchandpraiseGod,whenwasthelasttime



IprayedtoGodandwhenwasthelasttimeI

readmyBible.ThisissowrongIneedtorepent

from whatIusetodo.Maybethatiswhyall

thesethingsarehappeningtomebecauseI

haveforsakenmycreator.

WhenIwasdonewithbreakfastIinvited

everybodytothetable.Allmykidswereeating

theirbreakfastwhileIbreastfedmybaby.

Theirfatherdidnotcomedownstairstoeat

withusIthinkhewasstillangryatme.

"getdonesothatIcanbathyou"Isaytothem

"mom thatisrapeItold.Iwillbothmeand

Nthandoyenkosithenyoucanbath

Siphiweinkosibecauseheisstillsmall"

Kwenzakwenkosisays



OhIforgotaboutthat

"OKthenSir"Isay

Theylaugh

"mommytodaycanIgoseeBabomkhulu(uncle)

today?"Nthandoyenkosiasks

"ohyoumay"

"metoomom butIam notgoingtouncleIam

goingtoBuhlebenkosi"Kwenzakwenkosisays

"youmayalsogobutbathfirstthenyoumay

go"

Theyranupstairstobathtogether.Iwentto

gettheirclothesthenIcleanedaroundthe

houseafterIhaveplacedthebabyinhiscot.



Theboyswentouttovisitandtheywereso

happy.Thehousewassoquietandthat

broughtbackallthebadmemoriesthat

happenedlastnight.Godwhatishappeningto

mykids?Whythem?Iwonder.

Zwelikhathebauntuwalksdownstairslooking

goodinhisswigpants

"Imadebreakfastforyou"Isay

"Misokuhleweneedtotalk"hesayswithhis

deepscaryvoice

Hewenttogetaglassofwaterthenstoodat

theothersideoftheislandatthemiddleofthe

kitchen.Hetakesasipthenlooksatmeangrily



"areyoucheatingonme?"heasks

"What?!NoIam not.Whyareyouaskingthat?"

"Idon'tknow.Maybeitisbecauseyoudon'tlet

metouchyouanymore"

"Idoitjust......."

"JUSTWHATMISOKUHLE,JUSTWHAT!?"

"LETMEEXPLAIN!"

Hethrowsaglassandithitthewall.Itremble

"TALKMISOKUHLEWHATISWRONGWITH

YOUBECAUSEIDOWANTMYWIFEBACK!"

"IWASONCERAPED!!!!!!!"Iyelloutwithtears

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



Theyissilence

"wellIwasalmostrappedthatdayyousaved

me"

Hejustwalkeduptomethenhuggedmeso

tightbecauseIwasfightingforhim toletgoof

me.Hepickedmeupthenplacedmeinbed

thentookoffhisunderwearandJeanthenI

stooduptryingtorunawaybutheheldmethen

placedmebackonthebedheliedontopofme

thenlookedatmestraightintheeyes.

"Misokuhlelookatme"hesayswithtearsinhis

eyes

"NOZWELIKHATHEBAUNTULETGOOFME!"I

saywithmyeyesclosedandfightingforhim to



letmego

"Misokuhleyouaregoingtolookatme"he

saystomyearthenIwentwet

Whatisgoingon?

Ilookedathim slowly

"IloveyouandIwillneverhurtyou.KnowI

whatyoutoletmeinyouwithoutthinkingabout

thatday"hesays

"ZwelikhathebauntuIcan't....."

"yesyoucanyesyouwillandyesyoumust"

Hekissesmyneck,thenIfelttheliquid

betweenmylegs.

"mywifeyouarestillok"hesaysgettingoffme



thengotdressed

"thenwhyareyounotmakinglovetomethen?"

Iask

"sothatyoucanhitmeagain.Nothankyou"he

pecksmylipsthenwalkstothebathroom

Whatjusthappened?Iopenthecoversandthey

wassomuchliquidonthesheetslikeIjusthad

sex.Itookthecoversandcleanedeverycorner

ofourroom.Zwelikhathebauntugotoutofthe

bathroom lookinggoodinhisJeanandgrey

roundnecktop.Byjustlookingathim Icraved

forhim inme.

"IwillbeatMawakebantu'shouse"hesays

thenwalksout



Iwantedtoaskifishegoingtoeathis

breakfastbutIwastoolatebecausehewas

alreadylonggone.

Aftercleaningourroom Iwenttoeathis

breakfastthenZinhle,Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmotherandmotherwalkedinmaking

noise

"mommy!!!"Zinhleyells

Thesepeopleneverknockevenwhenitis

lockedtheyalwayswalkin,Ithinktheyhave

keysforeveryhouseinthisyard.

"Iam inthelivingroom!"



TheywalkinwithZinhlesinging.

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom andgrandmother

cameandhuggedme.

"comemykid"Zwelikhathebauntu'smother

says

Westoodupthenwalkedtogetherinthemain

room.Wesatonthebedwithherholdingmy

hands

"Iwanttosaythankyou.Thankyoufortaking

careofmygreatgrandchildrenandmy

grandchild.Itogiveyouthis"shegavemea

necklacethatcoveredmywholeneckand

lookingsoamazingwithgoldanddiamonds.It

issoheavy.



"thisisheavy"Isay

"it'srealgoldandrealdiamonds.Itisfor

Queensthatwillmakeagoodhistoryinthe

kingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu.

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom didn'thaveitbutyou,

youdeserveittillyougiveittoapersonthatwill

alsodothesamegoodhistorylikeyou"she

says

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL

Ihadtearsandhertoo.

"thankyou"Isay

"theyisnoneedforthat.Nowgobathsothat

wecangotreatourselves"



ShewalkedoutthenIwenttoshowerandgot

dressedinmyfloorlengthredskirtandmy

whitelongsleevetopwithmywhiteankle

showingAll-starsIalsocoveredmyhair.Every

timewhenweareherewehavetoalwaysdress

respectfully.

IcalledZwelikhathebauntutocomeget

Siphiweinkosiandasecondlaterhewasinour

room.

"lovieIam here"hesays

"ohyesthanks,Siphiweinkosiisinhisroom

mayyoupleaselookafterhim whileIam gone"

"ok"

"at14:00whenhewakesuppleasefeedhim

mybreastmilkthatisinthefridgethenplaceit



atthebottlewarmer.At16:00puthim backto

sleepifstillIam notbackyetandiftheboys

comebackfrom theirBabomkhulu's(uncle's)

housemakethem gobathimmediatelythen

youcanfeedthem anythingyouwant.At20:00

theymustbeinbed"

"somuchduties,whereareyouladiesgoing?"

"Idon'tknow,thatiswhyIam tellingyouall

thesedutiestillIcomeback"

"yeahIwilldoalltheduties"hesaysgivingme

akissbutIpullhim togivemoreofhistough

Iheldhim bytheneckthenIfallonthebedwith

mybackstillpullinghim.TrustmeIwanthim

now!Iundohispantbutthenhestopsme.

"baberelax.Ithoughtyouhadatrauma"he

sayswithhisoneeyebrowupandtheotherone



down

"yesIdidbutthismorningyoudidsomething

thatmademewantyou"

"Ineedanswersforthis"

"nowgiveittome"Isaycontinuingtoundohis

pantsbutthenhestopsmeagain

"theyarepeopledownstairswaitingforyou"he

says

"whatiswrongwithyou?Am Inotsexyforyou

anymore?"

"nolovie......"

"justgetoffyouaresoheavy"

HemoveswhilelaughingatmeandIwent

downstairs.

"wecangonow"Isaywalkingdownthestairs.



MindyouIdon'tevenknowwherewearegoing.

"youlookamazing"Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmothersays

"thanksma"

"let'snotwasteyourbeauty,let'sgo"Zinhle

says

OhGodIhavemissedherbubblyself.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothertookmy

handthenwewalkedout.Wegotin

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom'scarthendroveoff

totown.Whenwegottherewehadamessage

whichIlovedthenlaterwewentwindow

shoppingandclosedourfundaywithusgoing

totherestaurant.

Wegotbackhomeat19:00andIwasjust

missingmybabiesandmyhoney.



Igotinmyhouseandtheywassilenceinthe

house,maybetheirareintheirbedsbutitis

stillearlyandIknowtheboysdon'tlove

sleepingearly.Zwelikhathebauntuwalked

downstairswearingablacksuit,whereishe

going?Andwherearethekids?

"youhomelovie"

"yeslove.Whereareyougoing?"

"wearegoingsomewhere"

"youandwhoelse?"

"meandyou"

"comeon,melookinglikethis?"

"andwhat'swrongwithyouroutfit?"

"Iam sureyouaregoingsomewhereelegant

andIcan'tgotherelookingcasualpluswhois



goingtolookaftermybaby?"Iask

"justcomeplease.Thekidsaresafelywith

grandmotherpleasecomeorwewillbelate"

Hepulledmethenwegotinablacklimousine.

Wedroveoff.Wegotintoadarkroom inthe

restaurant.

"Zwelikhathebauntuwhyisitdarkinhere?"

"Iwanttodothisforyou"hesaysturningon

thelightsthenmyfamily,friends,kidsand

Zwelikhathebauntu'sfamilyscreamedwillyou

marryme.

IlookedatZwelikhathebauntuandhewas

alreadyononeknee



"MisokuhleMimiDude,MaDube,Mylovie,

Themotherofmykids,Theoneandonly

womanthatwillcontinuethenationofthe

kingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu,theoneand

onlyladythatownsmyheartandlastlymy

QueenmayyoupleasebemyQueenofficially?"

OhmyGod

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Lateraftertheamazingdinnerwewentbackto

ourhomesinthelimousines.Theywerethree

blacklimousinesthefirstonewasmeandmy

family,thesecondoneisforMawakebantuand

hisfamilythenthelastoneithad

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother,motherand



Bantu.

Inourlimousinethekidsweremakingsomuch

noiseabouttheircartoonsandeventheirfather

wasjoininginmakingmorenoisewiththem.

Wefinallygottotheyardthenthefamilysang

forus.Myparentsaregoingtosleepinour

housesoIam morethanhappythenmyfriends

chosetogosleepatthehotel.Idon'tknowifI

shouldcallthem friendsbecausesincethis

nighthasbegantheyhaveneverspokentome

butIwasn'tgoingtoletthem spoilmynight.

Aswegotinthehousewewerefullandready

forbed.Iwenttoshowmyparentstotheir

room whileZwelikhathebauntuwenttobaththe

twooldboysbecausewhenitcomestotheir

fatheritisnotcalledrapemxm thesekids.



Mymom helpedmebaththelittleonethen

wenttosleep.Iwastheonlyoneuptryingto

makemylastbornsleep.

15minuteslaterhewasgone.Iwenttoshower

thenputonmysexywhitesleepwear.Icat

walktoourroom andZwelikhathebauntuwas

deepinhissleep.Igotontopofhim togethis

attentionthenhesnoresoutloud.Todayhe

sureissleepinganditwouldmehardforusto

makeup.

...

Iwakeuptoapersonwhisperinginmyears

"IloveyousomuchandthatiswhyIam



marryingyoumylovie"hesays

Ismile

"Misokuhleyouup.Don'ttellmeyouheard

that"hesayslookingnervous

"unfortunatelyforyouIdidandIloveyoutoo"

Hesmilesshyly

Igetontopofhim andslidedownhispantsand

underwear.

"Imissedhim"Isaywithanaughtysmile

"loviedon'tyouthinkitwillbewrongbecause

yourparentsarehere?"



Idon'tmindhim Ijustpullupmysexynight

dressandplaceitatmywaistthentakehis

hardpenisandinsertitmeanditfeltgood.Igo

upanddownmovingmyhipsgivinghim what

webothhavemissed.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Ihadthishugesmileonmyface

"yes!!!"

ItisagoldringwithablackDiamondontopof

it.Itlookedquitedifferent,rareandexpensive.

HeplacedtheringaroundmyfingerthenI



pulledhisfaceandkissedhim sopassionately

andslow.

"EWWW!!!"everyoneintheroom sayswhile

hidingtheirfaces

"comeonsheisminenow"Zwelikhathebauntu

says

"heyyouhaven'tpaidlobolayetsochill"Mydad

says

"Iam hungrynowlet'sgoeat"Bantusays

"yesunclecharmerslet'sgoeat"allthekidssay

followinghim

Wegotintoaroom thatwasallwhiteandgold

withtheviewofawaterfallandthegreen

mountains.Theyweretwohugechairs,they

arewhiteandtheedgesaregold.Wewentto

sitonthem,thenourkidsfollowedintheirplan



whitechairs,afteritwasZwelikhathebauntu's

mom,grandmother,hisbrothersandZinhle

thentherestfollowedattheirownmanner.

Foodwasfedtousandwewerehaving

amazingtalksleft,rightandcenter.

"Zwelikhathebauntudon'tyouthinkthatnowwe

shouldbethinkingaboutthelobola?"Mydad

asks

"wellbeforethattheyarethingsthatneedtobe

finishedfirstbeforethepaymentsoccur"he

says

Myphonebeepsanditisamessagefrom my

universitytellingmethatIwillbegraduatingon

the15thofNovemberat10:00,Igotupand

screamedinexcitement.



"lovelook"Igavehim thephonethenhereadit

andjumpedupanddownwithme.

"lovieisgoinggraduateonthe15thof

November"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Thefamilyclappedtheirhandsandalltheguys

makingwhistles.

"mommythesamedaythatIam goingtoget

myAwards"Kwenzakwenkosisays

Ohshoot

IlookedatZwelikhathebauntuwith

disappointment.WhatifZwelikhathebauntu

andthekidscan'tgettomygraduation,willI



evenmakeittothegraduationbecauseIhave

togotoKwenzakwenkosi'sawards

"wecouldmaketimeforallofthosethingsso

nowrelax.Iwillmakeaplan,Ialwaysmakea

plan"Zwelikhathebauntusays

"Iwouldlovetomakeyourdressandyoursuit"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothersays

"Iwillalsoredoyourhair"Zwelikhathebauntu

says

"Iwillbemakingyournailsandmakeup"Zinhle

says

"withthenailsIagreebutmakeupnobabyit

burnsmyface"Isay

Everyonelaughs



"Iwillbethecameramanfrom theawardsto

thegraduation"Bantusays

"meandyourmom willbecookingforyouso

thatwhenyoucomebackyouwillalleat

"Zwelikhathebauntu'smom says

"Iwillbethedriver"Mawakebantusays

"Iwillbewalkingyouandyoursontothat

journeytoyourstageofsuccess"mydadsays

"wegoteverythingcoverednowenjoyyour

engagementparty"Zwelikhathebauntusays

ThisfamilyisallIhave.Iwon'tbeneeding

anythingorspendanythingbecauseeverything

isjustrightinfrontofme.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"

ByL



Aftersomanypictureswedrovebackto

Zimbabwebutmyfriendsstayedbehind.Trust

meIhavealreadyforgotaboutthem.Alsomy

parentsdecidedtostayinSouthAfricatowait

forZwelikhathebauntu'suncletosendtheletter

tothem.

Whenwegottherewejustwenttosleep.

...

"loviewakeup"hesays

Iam sotiredwhatdoeshewant

"mmmmm"



"lovieIam horny"

WHAT?!

Afterthatlongdrivehestillwakesupatnight

or........whatisthetime?Ilookatthedigital

clockatthesideofmybedanditis03:00and

wejustgotbackat00:00,thisguymustbe

crazy.

"noZwelikhathebauntuIam tiredjustsleep"I

saywithmysleepyvoice

"but......"

"Iam tired"

Heturnsmetofacetheroofthengetsontopof

me



"ZwelikhathebauntuIsaidIam tiredandI......"

"youmaysleep"

WhenIwasabouttoanswerhim heentersme.

"aaaaahhhhh"

...

"MOMMYMOMMYMOMMY"theboysrunin

thenjumponourbed

Don'ttheyseethatmommyistired

"ZwelikhathebauntutakeyoursonsIwantto



sleep"Isaywithmyeyesstillclosed

"comeboyslet'sleavemommytosleep"he

saystakingtheboysoutwithhim

Itookmysleeppeacefully

SometimelaterIwakeupandIam stilltired

butIhavetowakeuptomakedinner.

Iwenttoshowerthengotdressedinmyother

sleepwearthenwentdownstairsand

Zwelikhathebauntuhasalreadycookeddinner

andwasnoweatingwiththeboyswhilehealso

fedthelittleonehisbabyfood.Iam impressed

thatthehouseisnotuntidylikeitwouldbe

whenyouleavetheseboysallalone.



"hi"

"HI!!!"theyallyelledwhilewavingatthesame

time

"wellthefamilylookshappy"

"actuallywemissyou"Zwelikhathebauntu

sayswalkingtowardsmeandkissesmylips

"EWWW"thetwoboyssay

"heismine!Heismine"Isaytomykids

Theylaugh.Iatewiththem andnoliesmy

handsomehusbandtobecancook.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Chapter20



Todayistheeday.Mylovemadepageonmy

hairandhadaGreycolour.Zinhlemade

amazingGreynailsshortandneatjustthewayI

loveit.Grandmothermadealongalong

classicdressthatIalsoloveandmyshoes

werealsoGreywithdiamondslikemydress.

"theyisonlyonethingneeded"grandmother

says

"andwhatisthat?"

"yourspiritualnecklace"

SheplacedthenecklaceandIjustlooked

complete.

Zwelikhathebauntuwalksin.Hehasbeen

comingheretotellusabouttimeandIthinkits



forthe100thtimenow

"peoplewearelateIam..........Wowlovieyou

lookfantastic"hesays

Grandmotherandmymothergiggle

"Iam donesowecango"Isay

Hetookmyhandandkissedmylipssoslow.

"Zwelikhathebaunturespectuswearestillin

theroom!"hisgrandmothershoutsbuthe

neverstoppedinsteadheplacedhishandson

myhipsandkissedmeharder

"Zwelikhathebauntuyouaremissingupthe



lipstick!"Zinhlesaysmad

Webreakthekissthenwegiggle.Ilookaround

andZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherand

motherwereallgoneandZinhleisstandingby

thedoormad.

"sorryIdidn'tmeanto"Zwelikhathebauntu

says

"andnowIhavetodoitagain.Youshouldstop

begintogetherwhenwearearoundbecause

youcan'tkeepyourhandsoffeachother"she

says

Wegiggle

Zwelikhathebauntuwalksoutthenshedidmy

lipsagain.Weagreedononlylipsmakeover



thantodomywholeface.

Whenshewasdoneweenteredourlimousines

thendroveoffbacktoSouthAfricamindyouit

is00:00andwealldressedup,crazybutheyI

couldn'twaittogetintomydress.

...

HourslaterwewereatKwenzakwenkosi's

schoolandwesotired.Astheawardswerein

theprocessBantucamebackwithenergy

drinks.

"thenumberonestudentinthewholeschoolis

Kwenzakwenkosi!!!!"



Thewholefamilygotupscreamingand

Zwelikhathebauntusaidhispraiseclan,Ionthe

othersidewasintearsthisissoamazing.

Thebotherssangasongabouthowsuccessis

intheirveins.Mostpeopleweretakingpictures

andvideos.

LaterwewenttomyschoolandIwascalledto

thestageandallIcoulddowastodancewhenI

gotthereandpeoplewerescreamingforme.I

evengotanawardformyhardwork.

"ILOVEYOULOVIEMYWIFE!!!"

Zwelikhathebauntushoutedtakingavideoof

me

Thisdayisthebestdayofmylife.Whenwe

walkedtoourcarspeoplewheretakingpictures



ofusbecausewewerewiththefamousLegend.

Otherswereaskinghim ifIam hisluckygirland

othersaskingifwearehisfamily

Nowwewereallstandingbehindhim ashe

spoketothem

"yesthisismywifetoandthesearemykids.

Thesefabulouspeoplealltogetheraremy

family"hesaysholdingmywaist

Zinhlewasposinglikesheistheonewhoisthe

famouslegendbutmyfriendandIstillloveher.

Yougogirl!!!

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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AswearesleepingIhearZwelikhathebauntu

talkingaloneandmovinglikeheisfightingin

hisdream.Ishakehim buthewon'twakeup

thistimeIshakehim screamingouthisname

butstillheisnotwakingup.

IhearSiphiweinkosicryingIhadtostandupto

goandgethim butwhenIgotthere

Nthandoyenkosiwasbacktohissleepwalking

thistimehehadnoknifeathishandshejust

hadthebabyinhisarmswithredfleshingeyes.

"ItoldyouthatIwanttohavepowersoIgoing

totakewhatbelongstomenow"

Nthandoyenkosisayswiththatchubbylady's

voice.

Iscream whileprayingthenKwenzakwenkosi

walksinandlooksatNthandoyenkosi.



"PinkypinkygetoutofmybrotherorIwilltell

grandfatherthatyouarebeingmean"hesays

sosoft

Nthandoyenkosiputsbackthebabyinhiscot

andsleepsrightthereonthefloor.

IlookatKwenzakwenkosi

"mommycanwepraybecauseIam scaredof

pinkypinky"

Wewenttohisroom thenprayedtogether.Oh

Godafterthinkingthatthishasstoppednowis

comingbackmayyoupleasehelpus.



...

ThenextmorningIwakeupandIam in

Kwenzakwenkosi'sroom.WhenIwasaboutto

getupZwelikhathebauntuwalksin.Hedidnot

greetoraskanyquestionshejustpickedmeup

thenwalkedtoourroom.

"lovieI.........Ihaveagift"

Ilookathim sothathecancontinue

"withmygiftiseitherIchangetofireespecially

whenIam angryormysoulcanleavemybody

whenIam sleepingandIsawyoulastnight

fightwithpinkypinky,Ialsowantedtofightbut

mydadandgrandfatherdidn'tallowmetoo.

Thatiswhymybodywasshaking



uncontrollable."

"butyoutrembledearlierbeforeeverything

happened"

"thesoulalwaystravelsfasterthanthebody"

hesayslookingdown

"doesthatalsomeanthatBantuandourkids

hasyourpowers"

"Bantucanonlyturntofireandmykidsareall

filledwithyourgiftsandnotminewhichitisa

goodthingbecausetheywon'tgrowuplikeme"

"sohowdoyouthinkwemaystopthispinky

pinkyfrom comingtooursonbecauseright

nowIcanseethatheorsheonlycontrols

Nthandoyenkosiwhenheisasleep"

"welltheyisonlyonewayandIneedyouto

packalloutbagsweareleavingtodayandright

now.Don'ttellanyone"



Hewalkedoutoftheroom andIbegantopack

everythingthatwewillneed.AfterIwentto

baththeboysanddressedthem intotheir

matchingjeansandjacketsthenmadethem

breakfast.Ialsowenttobathandgotdressed

inmylongsleevefloorlengthdresswithmyflat

shoesandcoveredmyhead.

Zwelikhathebauntucamebackwenttobath

thencamedownstairstoeat.Wewalkedoutof

theyardwithadifferentpathwhenwegotout

oftheyardthatiswhenwesawadonkey.Isat

onthesheltersideifthedonkeyand

Zwelikhathebauntudrovethedonkeywherewe

wanttogo.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Wegottosomeoldanda,burntplace.Theyis

awomanstandingatthedoor.

"youare10secondslate"shesays

"ohMayouwerewaitingforus?"

Zwelikhathebauntuasks

"yes,let'sgoinside"

Weallgotoffthedonkeyandwentinhersmall

hut.

"wouldyoulikesomecoffee?"

"yesplease"Zwelikhathebauntusaysagain

KwenzakwenkosiandNthandoyenkosiare

sittingonboththeirfather'slapwhileIam

sittingnexttothem andcarryingmybaby



Siphiweinkosiwhoisamonthold.

TheladygaveusallcoffeeandnoliesIwas

expectingthosetastelesscoffeesbutnoshe

provedmewrongbecausethiscoffeetasteso

creamyandwarm,Iloveit.

"Zwelikhathebauntuweneedtostartwithour

worksobringallyoursonshere"shesays

Zwelikhathebauntutookthem andgaveher.

"whatisshegoingtodotothem?"Iwhisper

"sheisgoingtocleansethem"

Theyallwalkoutwiththekids.



"arewealsogoingtobecleansed?"Iask

"weshouldandevenatourhouse"

"oh"

Theboysandmylittlebabycomebacknode

andshakingwithdropletsofwaterallovertheir

bodiesbutmylastbornissmilingandkicking

likenobody'sbusiness,heisjusthappy.

MeandZwelikhathebauntuaretoldtogo

cleanseourselvesattheriverwhileshelooks

afterthekids

"lovieyoushouldcomeinthewater"

Zwelikhathebauntusays

Iwalkinthewaternodeandbegantocleanse



myself.Thiswaterissocoldlikefreezingcold.

IwalkintoZwelikhathebauntu'sarmsaswe

walkouttheriverandyesIfoundwarmthinhim.

Thisguyiswarm blooded.

Unexpectedlyhekissesmylipsashishands

coveraroundmywaist.

"MisokuhleIloveyouandtrustmeloviewewill

passthiswarinourlivestogetherandIwantto

alsosaythankyoufornotrunningawayinhard

timesinsteadyourunawaytosavewhat

belongstousandIwanttothankyouforall

thatyouaredoinginmylifeandtoourkidsalso

towhatyoudotoourhouse,allthecooking,

washing,cleaning,ironing,lovingandmaking

ourhomeawarm homeforallofus"

Hetakesmylipsandkissesthem slowwithhis



lipsthataresweetandsoft.AteardropsasI

realizedhowmuchIlovehim andhowmuchhe

lovesmetoo.

"Iloveyoutoo"thatisallIcansay.

...

"thankyouforcomingtovisitmeIhopeyou

alsocomenexttime"theladysays

Idon'tknowhernamebutImakeamentalnote

toaskZwelikhathebauntuwhenwearehome.

Ourclothesareburntsotodaywearewearing

theclothesthatshemadeforuslastnight.



"wewillcomebackgrandmother"thekidssay

"thankyouforeverythingma"Isay

"itapleasuremybaby"shesaysandhugsme

Meandthekidsgotonthedonkeythenwaited

forZwelikhathebauntu.Hewastalkingtothe

ladyaboutsomething.

"mommymayIhavethecupcakes"

Nthandoyenkosiasks

"sure"

Igavethem thecupcakesthattheladyhas

doneforus.ThecupcakesaresoamazingsoI

alsojointhem astheyeat.Zwelikhathebauntu

gotonthedonkeyandwewentbackhome.



WhenwegotthereZwelikhathebauntu's

grandmotherandmotherarestandingbythe

door.Astheysawustheycametohugus.

"Iam gladyouareallsafe"theysay

TheyinvitedustoZwelikhathebauntu's

grandmother'shousesothatwecanhave

dinnerwiththem thenlaterwewenttosleepat

ourhouse.

...

SomeoneisshakingmeandIopenmyeyes

"loviegetdressedrightnowtheyarecoming!"

hesaysthenrunsout



Whatishetalkingabout?

AnywayIgetdressedafterbrushingmyteeth

thenwenttowakeuptheboys.Theyalsoget

dressedbutyoucouldseethattheyaretired.

Thewholefamilycomestoourhousethen

throughthewindowIseepeoplecomingand

alsosingingasongaboutkillingus.

Wewentoutoftheyardthesamewaywegot

outwhenweescapedwhenIgavebirthto

Kwenzakwenkosi.Wesawacarandluckilyit

wasthosemanthathelpedmetheotherdayto

gettothekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu.

"notyouagain"thedriversays

"hey!guysthesearethepeoplethataregoing



tosaveoursistersandbrothersthatarecaged

inthatkingdom "theotheronesays

"canwehopin?"Zwelikhathebauntuasks

"yesbutwhereareyougoing?"

"howaboutSouthAfrica?"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherasks

"wellwewerealsogoingtheresolet'sgo"

Weallgotinwithourbabiesthenoffwewent.

...

Wegotthereat03:00andallourkidsare

sleepingexcludingKwenzakwenkosi.

"thisiswhereweend"thedriversays



"atleastweareclosertoehostel(flats)"

Zwelikhathebauntusays

Weallgotout.IgotSiphiweinkosiatmyback,

ZwelikhathebauntuhadNthandoyenkosiathis

back,ZinhlehasThulawenkosionherback,

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom hadBuhlebenkosion

herbackandKwenzakwenkosiwasjustwalking

onhisownaswefollowhisfather.

Wegottoehostel(flats)thenwewentto

Zwelikhathebauntu'sroom.

"mygrandchildrenyouwerelivinginthisplace?"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherasks

"yesgrandmother"

"myheartispained"shesays



Weletthebabiessleeponthebedthenweall

sleptatouroncorners.Everyonewasalready

asleepbutnotmeandZwelikhathebauntu.My

headisonhisshoulderandhishandisatmy

leftbum aswewatchthestarsthroughthe

window.

"Iloveyou"Iwhisper

"Iloveyoumoremywife"Zwelikhathebauntu

whispers

IlookatmyringthenIfeelimportanttohim,I

sighandmovemyhandsaroundhiswaistand

closedmyeyes.

...

Wewakeupandtheyweregunspointedatus.



"IgotyounowZwelikhathebauntuandnowyou

willbowforme"theoldmanofthishotelsays

ZwelikhathebauntuwassoangryandBantu

wasalreadyturningtofirebut

Zwelikhathebauntureprimandedhim asthey

spokethroughtheireyesthenhestops

"Iam goingtocounttothreeandyouaregoing

tobowdownforme"

Zwelikhathebauntuhadfixedhiseyesstraight

attheoldmannotblinkingwithanger.

WhydoesthisoldmanwantZwelikhathebauntu

tobowdownsomuch?HekilledFans,almost

burntourthings,beatenupZwelikhathebauntu



whenIfirstcamehereandevenstilltodayheis

stillmakingustosufferlikewearehumanless.

"1,2,3"hecountedbutZwelikhathebauntuisstill

sittingnexttomeandlookingathim straightin

hiseyes

Theoldmanwassoangrythat

Zwelikhathebauntuwasnotobedient.

"BOYSTAKEALLOFTHEM ANDLOCKTHEM

UNDERTHEFLATSROOM!!!"theoldmansays
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Weallstoodupwiththem havingtheirguns



pointedatus.Ourkidswerenowcryingandwe

wereallangryandworriedatthesametime.

Themomentwesteppedouttheywasagroup

ofpeoplestandingoutsidethedoorwith

weapons.

"letthem go"aoldmansays

"comeonpeopletheyisnoneedfor......."

Thesillyoldmancouldn'tfinishhissentence

becausethepeoplewerealreadybeatinguphis

boyssobad.Theoldmanranawayand

Zwelikhathebauntulookedathim withanger.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherpulledallthe

kidsoutside.Thepeoplebeattheboysuptill

theywasbloodcomingoutoftheirfaces.



"LEAVETHEM ITHINKTHEYHAVEHAD

ENOUGHBABA"Zwelikhathebauntusaystothe

oldman

"STOP!!!"theoldmantoldthepeople

Thepeoplestopped

"weneedtogettothatruthlessman"theold

mansays

Zwelikhathebauntutookmyhandthenweall

walkedtoanoffice,averysmallofficenextto

theexitdoor.Zwelikhathebauntuknockedon

thedoorbuttheywasn'tarespond.

"sonletmehandlethat"theoldmansaysthen

kickedthedooropen



Thesillymanwasreadytogowithbagsonhis

table.Whenhesawthethreeofuswalkinginto

hisofficehetrembledlikehewaswalkingon

ice.

"what.......whatareyoudoinghere?"heasks

withashakingvoice

"WEWANTYOUOUTOFHERE!!!"thepeople

say

Thepeoplegotintheofficeandpickedhim up

andwalkedoutsidewithhim thenhewasmade

tokneeldownonthefloorastheyplaceacar

wheelaroundhisneckthenpouredpetrolall

overhim.Thepeoplekeptonscreamingthat

theoldmanmustdie.



"Zwelikhathebauntumysontakeyourchance"

theoldmansays

Zwelikhathebauntuwalkedforwardtotheold

man

"HAHAHAHAHAyougoZwelikhathebauntuso

yougoingtokillmeyourking,yourGod?"

Zwelikhathebauntujustlookedathim

"youareafoolIwasgoingtomakeyourich

andIwasalsogoingtomakeyourulethewhole

flatandthewholeworldifwecontinueour

friendship"hesays

Zwelikhathebauntuisstillquiteandlookingat



him withhishandsinhispockets

"ifyouwereGodyouwerenotgoingtopromise

methematerialisticthingsbutyouwouldhave

promisedmemyheart,bodyandsoul

somethingthatcouldneverbebought

somethingthatishardtoget,hardtoholdjust

likegold"Zwelikhathebauntusays

"Iam goldandIknowIam andonedayand

onlyonedayyouwillbowdownforme"hesays

Zwelikhathebauntutookoutalighterfrom his

jeansandweedthenlightuphisweed.

"Babayouarenotmycreatorandyouwillnever

be.Nowtakemywordstoyourpeacefuldeath

likeIoncesaidIwillneverbowdownorprayto

asonofmanthatisnotwhatIwascreatedfor.



IwillonlyprayandbowdowntoGodwhonever

forcemantobowdownforhim.RIPMrZababa

thisisforfana"

Zwelikhathebauntuthrewlightenedupweedon

theoldmanthenhewasonfirethenextminute

andscreamingoutloud.
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Chapter21

Ithoughtthatseeingapersondieinfrontofme

wouldhuntusbutnothinghappenedatall.Iam

notsayingthatwhatwedidwasrightbutIdo

feelfree,thefreedom thatwedeservefrom the

firstplace.



TodayIwantedustogotochurchandleavelife

therightwayandalsoaskGodforforgiveness.

WewerealllivingatZwelikhathebauntu'shouse

hereinPretoria.

Wewerealldressedandreadytogo.Wegot

ontheAMGtaxilikecarthendroveoffto

church.

Wegottochurchandweallenjoyeditandyes

peoplelovedmyvoice.

"Ididn'tknowthatyoucansing"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothersays

"thanks"



ThatisallIcouldsay.Wegotbackhomeand

begantocook.

Nowwewereallatthetableeatingandtalking

likeafamilythentheywasaknockonthedoor,

Mawakebantuwenttoopenandcameback

withasadfacethenhewasfollowedbyhit

manbehindhim withtheirNdebeleattire.They

allboweddownandsaidZwelikhathebauntu's

praiseclan.

"mykingweneedyoubackhome"theonewith

abigsparsaysstillkneeling

"buttheunclesarestill......."

Zwelikhathebauntuwantedtosaybuttheman

cuthim short

"thatiswhymykingwearealsogoingtofind

helpfrom theotherkingdoms"themansays



WeallturnedtoZwelikhathebauntu

"packyourbagsweareallgoing!!!"hesays

Weallwenttoourroomsandpack.
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Wegotonthetaxiwiththesemen.Wedrove

offtoaplaceIdon'tknow.IhadSiphiweinkosi

inmyarms,Nthandoyenkosisleptonmylap

thenKwenzakwenkosisleptonmyleftarm.

"heisthestrongestonefrom allthekingsthat

haveeverbeeninthekingdom of



Zwelikhathebauntu"oneofthehitmansays

"whoareyoutalkingabout?"Iask

"Zwelikhathebauntu"

"wehavebeensearchingforhim forsome

yearsnowbuthewasalwaysfasttomove"the

otherhitmansays

"weneedhim andtheotherkingdomstosave

whathisforefathershasbuiltbecausetheybuilt

inforareason"thefirsthitmansays

Idon'tknowwhattosay

...

IwakeupandIwasinbedwithmybabies

besidesme.



"Zwelikhathebauntu!"Iyellout

Hewalksinrunning

"areyouoklovie?"heasks

"yes,andwherearewe?"

"weareatthekingdom ofZulubakhetha"

Igavehim aquizzicallook

"weareatKwa-ZuluNatalattheZulukingdom"

heelaborates

"oh"

Igotupandwenttobrushmyteeth.Thekids

werenowallupandplayingwiththeirfather.



"daddyIam hungry"Kwenzakwenkosisays

"metoodaddy"

"ohlet'swaitformommytobathallofyouthen

wecango"

"daddymayyoupleasebathusImissyou"they

say

Ilaughandtheirfatherjoinsme

Iwenttobaththentheyfollowedme.We

walkedoutthenthewholefamilywasthere

includingtheKingandtheQueenwiththeirfour

sons.

"thisisthewholefamily"Zwelikhathebauntu

says



DoesthatmeanIandmykidsarethelastones

towakeup.

"ohgreetings"theKingsays

Breakfastcame

"soprinceMahlanguhowcanIhelpyou

becauseifit'swasn'tformywifeIwouldhave

kickedyouallout"hesays

"Icamewithallduerespecttoaskforhelpto

fightbackmyfather'skingdom "

Theroom wentsilent

"doyouknowthatyourfatherturnedmyolder



brotherintoachickenbecausehelovedyour

mother"

Zwelikhathebauntu'smotherlookeddownshyly

"Ididn'tknowandyesIagreethatwhattheydid

waswrongbutIam heretorightallthewrongs

thatmyfatherdid.Yeshedidthem fora

reasonandyesIam heretocontinuewhathe

hasdone"

"IwillnotandIwillneverforgivewhatyour

fatherdidtomybrother!!!!"hegotupand

walkedaway

ThankGodthatthekidshadtheirowntableat

theotherroom

"sorrypleasestayhereIwillgotalktohim so



thathecanthinkaboutit"theQueensays

walkingawaytoo

WecontinuetoeatthenZwelikhathebauntu's

mom gotupandwalkedouttoothen

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherfollowedher.

Willthisstorm everpass?
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AftertheawkwardbreakfastIwenttosit

outsideonthegrassmatthenwatchedtheir

beautifulland.Itisneat,colorfulandbig.

Kwenzakwenkosialreadyhadmadeafriend

withtheolderboywhichhisnameis

Zulubakhetha,yessamenameathisfather,



maybeheisthenextkingafterhisfather.

AnywayKwenzakwenkosifoundafriendinhim

andtheywenttoherdthecows.

NthandoyenkosiwaswithhisBabomkhulu

(uncle)readingsomegiganticbook,thegirls

werewiththeirmotherinthetheirroom.Bantu

hasbeenchartingwithsomeonesinceforever.

Zwelikhathebauntu'smotherandgrandmother

werealsointheirroom sinceatthemorning

andZwelikhathebauntuwithSiphiweinkosiwalk

towardsmethentheysitnexttome.

"heylovie"

"howareyou?"

Heplacehisotherfreehandaroundmywaist

thenplacedhisheadonmyshoulder



"worried"

"Igetitlovebutwhydoweneedhim?"

"hehasthepowerofwindandweneedhim to

fightthosepeopleIcalluncles"

Ilookathim andhealsodid

"IloveyouandbecarefulaboutthisplanIdon't

wanttoloseyou"Isay

"noted"hesayswithasmile

WesitinsilentthentheKingZulubakhetha

calledZwelikhathebauntuin.Hegavemeour

lastbornthenwalkedinwiththeking.Ihopehe

agreesothatZwelikhathebauntucangetwhat

ismeantforhim togetforthegenerationsto

come.



Siphiweinkosibeginslaughingandkicking,

whatanactivebaby.

SomehourslaterZwelikhathebauntucame

backwithasmile.

"lovieyoushouldstartpackingourjourneyis

beginning"hesaysgivingmeakissonmyright

cheek

Igotuphappyandwenttotelltherestofthe

familytoalsopack.

Afterwegotonourcarthenthekingandhis

familywerealsofollowinguswiththeirfamily

andtheirhitmenbehindus.



"solovewheretofrom here?"Iask

"totheotherkingdoms"hesays

Wedroveofftotheotherkingdomsaround

SouthAfrica.

1.Kingdom ofAde(skillsofmakingguns)

(Afrikaans)

2.Kingdom ofAndrew(skillsoffighting)

(English)

3.Kingdom ofAnzatshilidzitshau(powerof

controllingnature)(Venda)

4.Kingdom ofChulumanco(powerof

controllingrocks)(Xhosa)

5.Kingdom ofHanyani(powertocontrol

people'sbody)(Xitshonga/Tsonga)



6.Kingdom ofMosimanegape(powertofly)

(Tshwana)

7.Kingdom ofPula(powerofrain)(Sesotho)

8.Kingdom ofLerumo(powerofstorm)(Pedi)

9.Kingdom ofZonkiziwe(powertoshakethe

land)(Swathi)

10.Kingdom ofZulubakhetha(powerofwind)

(Zulu)

11.Kingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu(powerof

fire)(Ndebele)

Asallthekingdomshavecombinedwiththeir

familieswebegantrainingIevencalled

grandmotherandshecamewithVusimuziand

Mduduzi.Wewereallpreparingforthewar.

Nowwewereallsittingaroundthefire.Itwas

hardforustocommunicatebutallthanksto



theirtranslatorswhenoneoftheKingsspeak

thetranslatorstranslatefortheirkingsandtheir

families

"soguysdon'tyouthinkthatourgiftsshouldbe

oursecrets?"thekingofthekingdom ofAde

asks

"kingAdeitistimefortheworldtoknowwho

weareandwhyweareliving.Wearesickand

tiredtofakeournamesforpeopletoloveus,

wearesickandtiredtohideourselvesinholes

andalsotiredofhidinghowgiftedweare

becausewearescaredtobekilledandnowitis

thereasonwhywewillfightsothatournext

generationslivefreeandlovewhattheyhave

evenwhenthatmeanswemustdiethenletthe

warbegin"Zwelikhathebauntusaysthengotup

anddisappearedsomewhereinthebush
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Wewakeup.OhGodIdidn'tknowitwasthis

painfultosleepinacar.Igetoutand

strengthenmymuscles.

"mommyIam hungry"myboyssays

WhenIwasabouttoanswerthem

ZwelikhathebauntuandBantucamepullingsix

Bulls.Mymouthiswideopen,Ididn'teven

realizedthattheywerenotinthecar.Theboys

rantothem

"hikingdomsIbroughtfood"hesayswakingup

everyone



Hegetstomethenkissesmylipsandlaughed

whilehishandswerebehindhisback.Plushe

lookedsexytopless.

"youshouldn'tbeshockedaboutwhatyour

husbandcando"QueenAdesaysthenwalks

towardswherethefoodis

Iwenttobathatsomedam thenwenttohelp

theladieswithSiphiweinkosisleepingonmy

back.

"don'tyouhaveanannyQueen

Zwelikhathebauntu?"QueenAndrewasks

"noIdon't"

"howmanykidsdoyouhave?"



"3boys"

"andstillcounting"Zwelikhathebauntusaysas

heheldmywaistbehindmethenkissed

Siphiweinkosi

QueenAndrewlookedatusandsmiled.

"areyoustillOKmywife?"heasks

"yesIam stillOK andIam havingagood

company"

"OKIwascheckingyou"hesaysthenwalked

away

Wewerecleaningthebull'sskin

"newlove"QueenAndrewsaysthenwalked

away



Whydidn'tsheleavewhenZwelikhathebauntu

washere?IfIknewbetterIwouldsaysheis

nosey.AnywayIcontinuetocleantheskin.

At12:00trainingbegansoItookSiphiweinkosi

tohisgrandmotherandIfoundhersittingwith

allthekidsandsewingsomething

"hiZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother"

Shelookedatmeangry

"Iam alsoyourgrandmotherandyouhurtmy

feelingswhenyousaythat"shesays

"sorrygrandmother"



Isatnexttoher

"it'stimesobringmygrandchildhere"shesays

withasmiletakinghim

Thebabylaughstoo

"grandmotherismakingyouajersey"shesays

Ilookedatitanditwascutewiththeyellow

colour.

"Icannotwaittodresshim thisup,itlooks

amazing"Isay

"thankyoubutIthinknowyoushouldgofor

yourtraining"



Ikissheronthecheekthenranfortraining.

WhenIgotthereKwenzakwenkosiand

Nthandoyenkosiwereplayingsoccerwiththe

otherboys.Imissthem alotbuttheylove

playingandIam suretheyhaven'tbathedyet

thewaytheyloveplaying.

"readyfortraining?"grandmotherasks

"yesgrandmother"

Iclosedmyeyesthenrelaxed

"letthesoulscommunicatewithyou"

grandmothersaysinasoftvoice

Irelaxedthenheardvoicesbuttheywereso

manyofthosevoiceswhisperingsoIcouldn't

understand



"listentothem"grandmothersays

°°°"gobacktothekingdom"thevoicesays°°°

"AAAAAAAA!!!!!"

Iopenmyeyesandgrandmotherlookedatme

angrily

"youmustlearntoserveyourgiftwithoutany

distractions"shesays

Ilookedatherconfusedthen

Zwelikhathebauntuwalkedin



"everythingstillokmywife?"heaskswhile

kissingmycheek

"Iam stillok"

"howishertrainingandyou?"heasks

grandmother

"sheisgettingthereandIam finethankyoufor

asking"

"canItakeherforaminute?"

"wewerealreadydone"grandmothersays

Zwelikhathebauntutookmyhandthenwe

walkedtowatchtheriveraswesatonthebig

rock.Iwassittinginbetweenhislegsthenhe

tookouthisweedandsmoked.

"loveyouneedtostopsmoking"Isaymovinga

littlebitdistanceawayfrom him



Helooksathisweedthenmeandthrewitaway

thengotclosertomethenheldmywaistand

kissedmyneck.

"Iwillstop"hesaysinawhisper

"thengiveyourpacketofweed"

Hegavemeaconfusedlook

"don'tgivemethatlookbringitherebecauseI

knowyouhavebeensmokingalldaylong"

Hetookitoutslowly.Itookitandlightitupand

burnit

"loviethatismoney"hesays



"Iknowdangerousmoneythatwedon'tneed

becauseitisharmful"

Wegiggle

"IwonderhowIwillsurvivewithoutit"

"youwill,youcanandyoumust.Dothisfor

ourfamily"

Hekissedmyneckagain.Wewalkedbackto

thepeopleandtheywerealreadysittingaround

thefire,wejoinedthem andwebegantoeat.
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ZwelikhathebauntuandBantuneversleptinthe



carlastnight.Theywerebusyplottingtheplan

fortodaybecausetodayitisthetimethewar

begins.

"boysmommyisup"Zwelikhathebauntu'smom

saysassheentersthecarwiththem allclean.

SiphiweinkosiisalreadyinthematchJersey

andsocksthathisgreatgrandmothermadefor

him.

"Kwenzakwenkosi"Siphiweinkosisays

Iscream mylungs.Mybabyjustspokehisvery

firstword.IwassohappythatIevenkissed

him alloverhisface.



"KwenzakwenkosibabySiphiweinkosijustsaid

yourname"Nthandoyenkositellshisbrother

Theyalsojumparound.Grandmothercomesto

uswithplates

"hereisyourbreakfast"shesaysgivingus

breakfast

AfterourbreakfastIwenttobaththenwent

backtothecar.

Todaywearecleaningthecarandpacking

everythingwhereitshouldbeasweaboutto

takeourjourneytothekingdom.

"weareallreadynowgetinyourcarsandlet's



go"Zwelikhathebauntuinstructedeveryone

Wegotinourcarswithoutkidsandoffwe

went.

...

ThenextdaywegottherethentheQueensand

theirkidsaregoingtobeleftattheGorge.Itis

theonlysafeplacethatisoutsidethekingdom.

Themanwillgotothekingdom.

"Zwelikhathebauntupleasebesafe"Isaytohim

"Iwillcomebackjustlookafterourfamily"

Hekissedmethenhuggedandleft.



TheotherQueensweresorelaxedandIwas

busymovingupanddown,veryworriedabout

thiswar.Howmanypeoplearegoingtosurvive

thiswar?NottosayIloveseeingpeoplediebut

duringwarsthisiswhatyouworryabout.

"QUEENSWHEREISMYSONXABISO?!!!"

QueenChulumancoasks

Westareateachother

"hehideinthecarbecausehewantedtogo

withfather"herlittlegirlsays

Ohnowshootme.Wehaveachildindanger

andIknowtheywillignoretheirphonesifwe

wanttocallthem.



"whowillgoouttheretogetmyson!?"she

saysintears

Iclosemyeyesandtrytolistentothevoices

°°°"gobacktothekingdom "avoicesays°°°

"Iwillgo"

TheyalllookedatmelikeIam crazybutwe

havetosavethatkidsoIwillgo.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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MeandQueenAnzatshilidzitshauweare

alreadyoutsidehidingbehindtrees.Queen

Anzatshilidzitshauisaquietpersonandaims

goodwhenthrowingstones,sheissofitand

hasabeautifuldarkskin.Shelookssoyoung

andIwasshockedwhentheymentionedher

ageandtoldusthatshehas10kids.

"Ithinkweshouldwalkin"shesays

"but..."

Shewasalreadywalkinginthekingdom andI

alsofollowedher.Wegotinthenwespot

Xabisocryingnotknowingwheretogointhis

rainandstorm.

Weruntohim



"Xabisowhatareyoudoinghere?!"Ishoutat

him

HelooksatmewithapityfacethenIfeltsorry

forhim

"don'teverdothatagain.Comeyourmom is

worriedaboutyou"Isaymorecalm thistime

Whenwewereabouttooutofthisrainand

Stormsawitchstopsrightinfrontofus.Queen

Anzatshilidzitshaupicksupastonethenaims

forthefemale'seyethensheranawaywiththe

witchfollowingher.

"RUN!!!"sheyells



IstarttorunbutthenIwasstoppedbythe

otherwitchagain.Wewerepushedtotheother

kingsthatwerecaged.Iwonderif

ZwelikhathebauntuistheretoobecauseIknow

ifheispartofthem heisgoingtokillmethis

timearound.

"GETINYOUFOOLS!!!"onewitchsays

QueenAnzatshilidzitshautriestofightbackbut

shewasstabbedwiththesharpbroom ather

back.

"NOOOOOOOOOOO!!!!!"IscreamingwithKing

AnzatshilidzitshauwhileclosingXabiso'seyes.

Myheartsinks.ThisisallmyfaultmaybeifI



didnotallowhertofollowmeshewouldn'tbe

stabbedatherbacklikesheisnotahuman.

"GETIN!ANDIFYOUALSOTRYSOMETHING

FUNNYIWILLALSOKILLYOUNOW GETIN!!!!"

thewitchsays

Igotinbrokenwithtearsfollowingoutofmy

eyesandmyloudsobs.IheldXabisoinmy

armsasIcried.

"Ourfatherinheavenpleasebewithusaswe

gothroughthisstorm.IcrytoyouGodand

mayyoupleasehearmyvoiceandpleasehelp

usbecausewearealreadypowerlessand

defeated"Isayintears

IheardtheclanpraiseofZwelikhathebauntu



andhisvoicetoo.

"Itoldyouthathewillcome"Bantusaysfrom

oneofthecages

"wethoughthehadditchedus"anotherking

answers

HeenteredattheGoldenroadandawhistle

rangsoloudasitfloatedontheair.Allthe

attentionwasonhim eventhesocalleduncles

comeoutofthemainhouse.

"thebeginneroflifecreatedmyforefathersto

buildthislandforareason.Youbegintotake

whatdoesnotbelongtoyouandthinkitwill

lastlonger?!.Theenderoflifecanalsoendthe

livesandthesituationsweareineverydayin

ourlivesandtodayyourdaysinthisyardhave



ended!"heplaceasparontheground

Weheardrumblingatthemountainsandthere

camelotsandlotsofBullsbeingleadedbythe

bullthathadabellatitsneck.

Iwasnervousofwhatmighthappennext.

"whoareyou?"oneuncleasks

"Iam oneofthegrandchildrenfrom my

forefathers,thebloodofthem flowsthrowmy

capillariesandveins.Theirdifferent

personalitiesIcombinedinmysoulandtheir

giftsareinmyhand.Iam Zwelikhathebauntu

SizweMahlangu"

Thepeoplethathavebeenslavesgatherand

begintobowdown.



Zwelikhathebauntutransformstofire.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Ashewasonfireourcagestheunexpected

happens,allourgatesopen.

"LADELAGETALLTHEBROOMSANDMAKE

SURETHATTHEYAREINTHEIRPOSITIONS"

theolderunclesays

"PULA!!PULA!!PULA!!!"KingPulayells

Thentherainrainedharder.Welookedathim



"what?Theyisnowarwithoutluckies"hesay

again.

KingLerumoalsoaddedthestorm.

"Iwilltryandhelpwithremovingthebrooms

from them"KingMosimanegapesaysandtakes

off

KingZonkiziweshackedthelandtocourse

somedestruction.KingChulumancobuildup

rockstohidemeandotherpeopleinthereeven

QueenAnzatshilidzitshau.Theonlypeoplethat

wereatthatwarwasthehitman,unclesand

thekings.

AllIheardwasthesoundofgunsandscreams

ofpain.



...

IwakeupthenextdayandIfeelwarm.Isitup

straightandIwaswrappedaround

Zwelikhathebauntu'sarmsinsomeroom.I

shakehim andhewakesupfastlikeIjust

scaredhim from hisdream.

"areyouok?"Iask

Herubhiseyes

"goodmorning"hesays

"morning"

Hewalksoutoftheroom thecomesbackwith



acupoftea.

"Zwelikhathebauntuwherearewe?"

"inthekingdom "

IlookaroundandnowIseeitistheroom that

wasbuiltin1913.

"ohsoisXabisosafe?"Iask

"yeshewentbackwithallthekingsthat

survived"

"whatdoyoumeanwithallthekingsthat

survived?"Iaskworried.

ItbetterbenotwhatIam thinking



"3kingswehavelostandtheyisonly1king

thatneedstreatmentandthat'sit"hesays

lookingoutsidethewindow.Idon'twanttoadd

anythingbecauseIam hurtsincewearethe

onesthatinvitedthem tothiswar.

Knockknock

Iwanttoopenthedoor.Theguykneeleddown.

"myQueenkingZulubakhethawantstomeet

you"

"OKwewillbethereandthankyou"Isay

Iclosethedoorthenwechangedthenwalked

out.Thefieldisfilledwithblood,holesand

smokeeverywhere.ThiswasworldWarlll.We

wenttoourHutandtherehewaslyinginthat



poolofbloodwithhisQueencrying.

"KingZwelikhathebauntuandQueen

ZwelikhathebauntuIjustwanttosaythankyou

fortakingyourtimetocometomyhouseand

askforhelpjustwhenIgaveupthatpeoplewill

neverloveme.ForyouZwelikhathebauntuto

bestrongenoughtocometomyhouseand

rightthewrongsthatyourfatherhasdone

showshowstrongandabravemanyouare.

Mayyoupleasecontinuedoingthatforyour

nationandalltheothernations.Keepon

combiningthesekingdomsthewayGodwanted

them tobe.QueenZwelikhathebauntuplease

helpmywifetoraisemysonsandpleasebyher

said.Nowit'stimeformetogoandsleep"

KingZulubakhethasaysthenclosedhiseyes

andhewasgo.



IcomforttheQueenwhileIwasalsointears.

ManyhavediedjustforZwelikhathebauntuto

bekingjustlikeLillysaid.Iguessthisisasign

ofsomethingthatIdon'tknowyetaboutbutI

am gladthatGodgavemethechancetosee

today'ssunriseandIhopetoseethesettoo.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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"Ngiyosalangingedwaethunenilami(Iwill

remainaloneinmygrave)

Amagugualelizweayosalaemathuneni(all

precioustreasureremainsinthegrave)

Nigiyolala(Iwillsleep)"thepeoplesingasall

93coffinsenterandwestandingup.

Yes93peoplehaslefttheworldduringthiswar.



Allthekings,trustedhitmenandsomekids.

Allthekingdomswereallhereeven

Mawakebantu'sfamilyfrom Lesotho.Afterthe

kingdomsthepeoplefollowedbehindthem.

WewerealsoburyingZwelikhathebauntu's

grandfatherandfathersincetheywerealsonot

buriedbackthen.

Allthecoffinsweremadeoutofgold.The

pastorbeganwithprayerthen

Zwelikhathebauntuwascalledupfronttosaya

speechasaking.

Hehadglassesinhiseyesbuthedidnotmake

them flowdownhischeeks.



"todaywearecollidedwithsadreasonsofall

ourlovedones.Theyhaveplayedtheirrolesin

ourselvesandwewillforeverbethankfulfor

theirpresentsinourselves.Theyweretherein

eachandeverystepofourlivesandfortheir

goldenheartstheywillforeverberemembered

inourmemories.Restinpeaceandmeetthe

lighttoallourheroesandheroinesthathave

fallen"hesaysthenlookeddown

Ithinkhewasnowcryingandthatiswhenhis

brothersgotuptogocomforthim astheygot

offthestage.

"KingZwelikhathebauntuhasspokenlet'sbury

theirbodiessothattheirsoulsreachesthe

gatesofheavenintime"thepastorsays

"NkosisikelelaiAfrika(GodblessAfrica)



Maluphakanyiswuphondolwayo(mayits

dignityraisehighup)

Yizwaimithandazoyethu(hearourprayers)

Sibemoyamunye(tobeunitedinonespirit)

Nomasekunzimaemhlabeni(eventhroughhard

timesinthisworld)

Sihlukunyezwakabuhlungu(whenweare

painfullyabused)

Nkosisiph'amandlaokunqoba(Lordgiveus

strengthforvictory)

Silwenosathane(tofightthedevil)"wesing

Allthecoffinswentsixfeetunder.Restin

peacekingandQueenAnzatshilidzitshau,King

Hahyani,KingAde,KingZulubakhethaandall

theotherhitmen.Mayalltheirsoulsmeetthe

lightandrestinpeace.
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At02:00inthemorningeverythingwasdone

anddusted.Peoplewherenowintheircarsand

movingbacktotheirhomes.Wehadtosleepin

thehutssinceourhousesbehindthekingdom

whereburntdown.Theunclesarebanishedout

ofthekingdom andZwelikhathebauntu

instructedthem tonevercomeback.

MeandZinhlewheredoingdishesthen

grandmotherwalkedinwiththreemenandtwo

women.Theyboweddownbeforeme.

"myQueen"theyallsay

Whoarethesepeople?ButImustsaytheyall



looklikeZwelikhathebauntubuttheladiesare

lightskinned.

"hi"Isay

Theygotup

"QueenZwelikhathebauntutheseare

Zwelikhathebauntu'sfather'ssiblingsthatwere

havehiddenlongtimeago"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothersayswitha

smile

"youmeantheseareyourkidsandare

Zwelikhathebauntu'sunclesandaunties?"

Zinhleasks

"yes"



MeandZinhlestareateachothernotknowing

whattosaynext.AllIheardwas'hidden'sothat

shouldmeanthatZwelikhathebauntudoesnot

knowthem too.

...

"HOW COMEFATHERDIDNOTTELLME

ABOUTTHEM?!"

"ZwelikhathebauntupleasebabaKa

Kwenzakwenkosi(fatherofKwenzakwenkosi

/fathertoKwenzakwenkosi)calm down"

"MISOKUHLEICAN'TMAN!ICAN'T!JUST

COMINGTOTHINKOFITIWOULDN'THAVE

ALLOWEDTHOSEPEOPLETOTAKEWHATMY

FOREFATHERSHASWORKEDFOR.NOW LOOK

ATTHEDAMAGETHEYHAVECAUSED,93

HAVEDIEDBECAUSEOFTHEM,BECAUSEOF

THEIRSELFISHNESSMISOKUHLESOICAN'T



CALM DOWN!!!!!!"

WhenheislikethisIcan'ttalktohim orcontrol

him.Heisoutofcontrolandhecouldkillme

nowasheturnstofire.Iopenedthedoorand

ranouttogoandaskforhelp.Iwasintears.

"HELPHELP"

TheunclescameoutwithZwelikhathebauntu's

grandmother.

"Zwelikhathebauntuisoutofcontrolplease

help"IsayasIgobreathless

Theranintoourmudhouse.AstheyranthereI

becamedizzy.Zwelikhathebauntu'smom and



grandmotherrantomethenmyeyesclosed.

...

IwakeupandIam coveredwithiceinthe

Gorge.Zwelikhathebauntusawmeopeningmy

eyesandstoppedcrying.

IsitupstraightandIdon'thaveclotheson.

Whathappened?

"Ibroughtyouthis"hesayshandingovera

basketsofcandy

Ithadallsweetsyoucouldthinkoff.Yesthatis

Zwelikhathebauntuforyou,hewillbuyyou

thingswhenheisashamedtosaysorrytoyou.



Trustme,Ilovetobespoiledbyhim whenheis

ashamedtosaysorrybecauseheneverallows

youtodoanything.

Hewakedclosertomeandkissedthelivingday

lightoutofme.

"Iloveyou"

"Iloveyoumore"heanswers

Andthatisalsomywayoftellinghim indirect

thatyouareforgiven.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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AlothashappenedbutIam thankfultoGod

thatweallstillseethesunrise.Yestheyhave

beenchangesdone.Afterthefuneralthe

uncleshelpedtocleansethelandinthe

kingdom andyesZwelikhathebauntufinally

forgavethem andIam happythat

Zwelikhathebauntu'sfatheralsoknewhis

siblings.Wehavebuiltahugehousebehindthe

kingdom.Wearenowgoingtoalllivetogether

inthesamehouse,13bedroomswiththeir

bathrooms,3bathrooms,abigwhitekitchen,

alargetableinthedinnertableroom,gigantic

movieroom,enormousTVroom,tremendous

lounge,titanicgaragewith50newcarsinside

andalsoincludingthegreenCorsa.

Zwelikhathebauntusaysitisgoingtobe

Kwenzakwenkosi'sfirstcarandalltheother

generationsfirstcar.Wealsohavebuiltsome

buildingsthennameditafterallthepastkings



ofZwelikhathebauntu.KingZhawethumall,he

isthefirstkingthatbuiltthekingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntuwithhisotherbrothers,his

nameisZhawethuZwelikhathebauntu

Mahlangu.KingThandotransportation,King

lindaokuhlehospital,KingLesedicakesshop,

KingLesegohotel,kingNkosingiphilespa,King

Bambananipackandlastlyking

ZwelikhathebauntubarbershopandKing

Zwelikhathebauntufeedingscheme.Yesthatis

thelegacy.Hisgrandfatherandhisfather's

statueshavealsobeingdoneandtheyarealso

stayingattheGorge.MeandZinhlearenowthe

housewivesbecauseourhusbandsdon'tallows

todowhattheyshouldbedoing.Wedoallthe

cooking,cleaning,takingcareofthekids,

washingandjustspendingtheirmoney.Lilly's

shopwasgiventoherhusbandtotakecareofit

becauseZwelikhathebauntudidn'tallowmeto

worktherebuteverytimeIam inSouthAfricaI

dopassitjusttocheckifeverythingisstillfine.



WehavemovedtoZimbabwepermanentlyand

ImustsayIloveithere.WeonlygotoSouth

Africaforfamilyissuesorjustavacation.The

socialmediahasbeenonourtailsbecausewe

havebuiltallthebuildingsthatweownsonow

peoplethinkwewantpeopletoloveusorwe

arereplacingthegovernmentbutthentheystill

gotothosebuildingstobuyorgethelpfrom

andothersthinkweareevilandwanttokill

everyoneandmakethem zombies,wellwith

thatIlaughedatit.Whocreatessuchlies,yes

peopleneverstoptalkingandIhaveaccepted

thattheywillneverstop.Zinhlehasbeenin

andoutofcourtbecauseshepunchedanother

ladyforcallingheragolddigger.Tobehonest

theycallusgolddiggerstheheadlinesare

alwaysTHEGOLDENDIGGERWIVESbutI

mostlydon'tentertainsuchcomments.

TodayitisChristmaseveandwearegoingto



buythekidstoys.TheguyswenttoSouth

Africafortheirfeedingschemeandtheywill

comebackbeforetomorrowIguess.

"comeguyslet'sgo"Isay

Wegotintoourlimousine.Whenourhusbands

arenotherewemostlygetonthelimousine

thengetdriversbutwhentheyarearoundwe

driveourcar.Idon'tknowwherethedifference

isbutyesthatiswhatwedo.

Wefinallygottothetoystorethentheybought

theirtoys.Theywereallovertheshoptaking

everytoy.Buhlebenkositookadarkskinned

babydoll.

"mychilddon'tyouwantthelightskinnedbaby



doll?"Zinhleasks

"no"

Zinhletookthelightskinnedbabydollgave

Buhlebenkosithentookthedarkskinneddoll

andplaceitattheshelfbutthenBuhlebenkosi

jumpupanddown,rollingaroundcryingforthe

darkskinneddoll.

"COMEONBUHLEBENKOSITHEYISNONEED

FORYOUTODOTHAT!"Zinhleyelledbuther

daughterneverstopped

"Iwantthedarkskinneddollmama.Iam a

Ndebeleandnotawhiteperson"shesays

crying

Yesweendeduptakingbothdollsandalso

boughtthetittleonestheirtoys.Wegotback



home.IwantedtospiceupourrelationshipsoI

askourdrivertotakemetotheadulttoyshop

andboughtallthenastythings.It'sbeensome

timesincemeandZwelikhathebauntuhadit.

WearegoingtoenjoyourChristmasnight.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Iopenmyeyessoslowonlytobemetwith

Zwelikhathebauntustaringatme.

"goodmorning"

"morningmywife.Nowpleasegetoutofthe

bed"hesaysbusykissingmycheekand

openingthecovers



Iam sotiredbutIhavetowakeup.Hehada

cameraallthistime.

"whatisthecamerafor?"Iask

"loviemayyoupleasebrushyourteethsothat

wemaygodownstares"

Ibrushedmyteethwithhim stillfollowingme

withhisgiganticcamera.WhenIwasdonehe

tookmyhandthenwewalkeddownstairs.We

alsomeetZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother,

motherandZinhlealsofacingcamerasthat

wereheldbyMawakebantuandBantu.We

laughatthem thenwewalkeddown.Allthe

kidsaredressedinred,whiteandgreen.The

boysarewearingtheirredtopRobedekappa

andgreenRobeDEKappapantsthenunder

theirtoptheyhadtheirformalwhiteshirtanda

blackbowtiewiththeirwhitekicks.Thegirls



wereintheirreddressesandwhiteattheedges

withtheirwhiteflatshoesandgreenshort

Jackets.Theywerealsoviolinpeoplebehind

them thenwhentheysawustheybegantosing

amarryChristmassong.Thelittleoneswere

crawlingeverywhereandeatingeverythingso

theirfathersendeduppickingthem up.Evenall

theguysarewearingliketheboysintheirsame

RobeDEKappa.

MeandZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherwere

alreadyintearsofjoy.Whentheyweredoneto

singNthandoyenkosirantomethenwipedmy

cheeks.

"don'tcrymommy,mamawilllaughatyou"he

says

ThesekidsrefertoZinhleasmamathenme



mommy.

"mommyisjusthappyson"Isaysmilingin

betweenthetears

"marryChristmas"theyallsays

"marryChristmastoyouto"wesay

Wewenttositatthedinnertableroom thenthe

waiterscameandgaveusourbreakfast,which

meanswehaveacheftoday.Wethankedthem.

Siphiweinkosiwasalloverthefloormakinghis

fatherrunaroundnotwantingtoeathisfood.I

trytohelpbutheneverallowedmehesaid

'lovieyoudealwiththiseverydaysorestfor

today'.

Afterweweretoldtogobaththengotdressed



thewaythebabygirlsweredressing.Itwasso

cutethatwealldressedthesame.Thethree

manofthehousewereupanddoingallwhat

wedoeveryday.

Thephotogroupcamewiththeirthings

includingfatherChristmaswhichthekidswere

alloverhim andhewasgivingthem candythat

iswhytheywerealloverhim.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherhugsme,

thiswomanlovesmeshamemorethan

Zwelikhathebauntuandthatmakesmeshy

aroundher.

"isn'tthisamazing?"

"itisgrandmotherandthanksalltoGodfor

makingmemeetpeoplelikeyou"



Sheletgoofmesmiling

"thephotopeoplearewaitingforussolet'sgo

takephotos"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Weallwentoutsidetookalotofpicturestill

thekidsgottiredandbegantorunaroundand

becameunruly.Iftheytakepicturestheyno

longersmiletheyshowangryfacesmakingthe

wholepictureugly.Zwelikhathebauntuwas

angryandthatmademelaughathim more

thenhewillenduplaughingwithme.

At12:00wegotourlunch.

Wewenttobathandgotdressinoursleeping

wearthenwenttoeatdinner.Afterdinner



everyonewasnowonthefloorssleepingon

theirbellies.Likewewereallfullandallwe

wantedwasourbeds.

Wegotonourbedsandsleep.Whata

Christmas

...

Thenextdaywewakeupdidbreakfast.Wesat

atthetableandtalkedaboutyesterdaywhich

wealllaughedabout.

Atthemiddaythemanwereoutsidewiththe

kidsastheyatetheirdrymeatandsippingon

theirCoca-Cola.



Theladiesareinthelaundryroom andwashing

theclothes.

"tonightIwanttospiceourromantic

relationship"Isay

Theylaugh

"metoogirl"Zinhlesays

"webettercloseourearstonight"

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom sayssmiling

"theywillbenoneedforthatbecausewewill

below"Isay

Welaughthencontinuedtodoourwork.

LaterwemadedinnerthenZinhle'sfamilyand



myfamilywalkinandIwasscreamingmy

lungsout.Ihadmissedmyparents,

grandmother,VusimuziandMduduzialsoBaba

pullup.Ihuggedthem andkissedthem.

Iam sohappyrightnow.Weweresittingall

togetherintheTVroom andmydadwith

Zinhle'sfathertoldusfolktalestillweallwent

tosleep.

Zwelikhathebauntutoldmetogoputthekidsin

bedthenhewillmeetmeinourroom.

"gointhecoversboys"Iinstruct

TheygointheircoverswhileIplace

Siphiweinkosiinhiscot.ThanksGodrightnow

theyallsleepinthesameroom tilltheygrowup



andwanttosleepindifferentrooms.

Ikissedthem

"goodnightmommy"theysay

"gotitmommy"Siphiweinkosisays

"goodnightmybabies"

Iwenttothegirl'sroom andsaidmygoodnight,

followedtoZwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmother

andmother,Myparents,Mytwinbrothers,

Babapullupthenlastlymygrandmother.

Iwentbacktoourroom andtheywereroses

everywhereandcandleslightinguptheroom

thentheyisahugewhitechairandapolein

frontofit.



"Zwelikhathebauntu?"

"ohyouareinpleaselockthedoorandsiton

thechair"

Ididasinstructed.Hegotoutofthebathroom

withtheChristmasunderwearonly.Atleasthe

doesnothavethoseripsanymore,heisonly

fitandhassomemeatnotlikebefore.

Heplayedaslowsongthencatwalkedtome.

Hestrippedformesoslow.Hispenisisall

overmyface.Iwastheonedoingthetouching

alloverhisbody.Hepouredcream onhischest

thenhegavemestrawberries.Ionlydipped

onestrawberryonthatcream thentherestof

thecream Ilinkeditwithmyowntough.



"lovetheyarealsotoysthatIboughtbutbefore

wegetthereIwouldlikeyoutohelpmeget

dressedinmysexynumber1"Isay

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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MyphoneisringingsoIwakeuptoanswerit.

"hello"

"goodmorningmychildandpleasedon'ttell

methatyouarestillasleepat09:00"mymom

says

Ilookatthewatchatthesideofthebedand

yesitis09:00.Ilookatthesideofthebedand

Zwelikhathebauntuisnotthere.Ohsohedid



notwakemeup.

"Ijustwokeupmom"

"wellyouwillbethebadbridesoIwascallingto

inform youthatZwelikhathebauntu'suncles

havegaveusaletterandweshouldgohome"

WHAT?!

"oh"

"what?youdon'tseem happy?"

"Iam,Iam it'sjustthatIam stillshockedby

this"

"OKIwillhavetogocallmyclubmemberstolet

them knowaboutthisfunction"

Shehungup.Sheissoexcitedaboutthis.



Whendidtheysendtheletter?Ididthebedthen

wenttoshower.Iwalkeddownstairsandthey

wasnoonethere.

"anybodyhome!?"

"inthekitchen"

IwalkedtothekitchenandZwelikhathebauntu's

mom andmyfamilywashavingbreakfast.

"goodmorning"Igreet

"morning"theygreetback

"haveyoupacked?"mymom asks

"no"

"reallyMimiIhavecalledyousothatwhenyou

getoutofthatroom youhaveyourbags.Why

areyoulikethis?"mymom says



"sorrymom Iwillgopackafterbreakfast"

"andwhyareyouupsolate?"

"noitsOKmostofthetimessheistheonethat

wakesupanddoesbreakfastandtodayisthe

timeshealsorelaxes"Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmothersavesme

Ieatthenwenttopackmybags.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmotherwalksin

"iseverythingpacked?"sheasks

"yes"

"ohokIwantedtohelp"

"whereiseveryoneelse?"Iasks

"theywenttothekingdom andtheywillcome

backlater"

"ohandwhywasn'tIinformedaboutthis"



"it'sallZwelikhathebauntu'sorders"shesays

withasmile.

Shehelpedmewithmybagsthenwalkedme

out.Wegotonthelimousinethentotheairport

andbacktoSouthAfrica.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Itsbeenaweekhomeandfinallytoday

Zwelikhathebauntu'sunclesarecomingtoday.

Itis03:00inthemorningandwearealreadyup

andpreparingfortoday.Mymom'sclub

membersslepthereandtheyarebusyinthe

kitchen.Zinhlealsocametohelptohelp,My



father'sfriendswerealsobusyoutside........oh

andmyforeverdrunkuncle.Hewillbetheone

representingmewithotherunclestoday,he

betternotembarrassme.Me,Zinhleand

Biokanyowerecleaningaroundthehouse.

Biokanyoismydrunkuncle'sfirstborn.Weare

thesameageandshespeaksPediandnotjust

thisJohannesburgTshwanabutthatdeepPedi

from Limpopo.Yesit'shardtocommunicate

withherbecauseit'sPedioryoushutup

becausetheyisnowayhewillspeakZuluor

anyotherculture.YessheunderstandsZulu

butshewon'tansweryoubackwithZulu,she

willspeckherPedi,whetheryouunderstoodor

notthat'syourbusybuttodayZinhleismy

translatorsowegood.

Thetimeis05:00thenwehearpeopleoutside

thegatecallingmyclanpraise.Mom runstous



"gointoyourroom.Theyarehere"shesays

pushingus

Sheclosesandlocksthewindow

"andwhyareyoulockingwindows?"Iask

"IheardMaManna'sdaughterescapedduring

thelobolatogoandhaveaquickieandthey

werecaughtbusysoIdon'twantthattohappen

toyoutoo.Thatwouldbeembarrassing"she

saysclosingthedoorandlockingusin

WownowIam beinglocked.Firstitwasmy

phonebeingtakenawayfrom me,secondthe

burntallmyfullpantiesandtoldmetowear

sexyunderwearsformyhusbandthengaveup

mypantstocharityandnowIam wearingthis

hotblanketinthishotday.YesthatiswhatI



wasfacingduringthisweek.

BiokanyospeaksPediwalkingupanddon't.I

lookatZinhletoexplainwhatsheissaying

"girlyoureallydon'twanttoknowwhatsheis

saying"shesays

Istandandthetopofmybedandseewhatis

happeningoutside.Mymalecousinswentto

openthegate.Iwenttostandatthedoorto

listen.

"WHOISZWELIKHATHEBAUNTUBETWEEN

YOU!?"that'smyuncle

"itishim"that'sBantu

"noitsyouZwelikhathebauntu"thatis



Zwelikhathebauntu

Isheseriousnowdenyingthatheis

Zwelikhathebauntu.Whatishappeningthere?

"becauseyoubothlooksameIwillbeatupthe

bothofyouthen"myunclesays

Iheardpeoplescreamingtostopmyuncleat

thesametimepeoplerunning.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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SomeoneispushingmethenIam kicked.I

openedmyeyesandIam onthefloor,Ilookup

andalltheboysareonthebedwiththeirlegs



everywherearoundthebedinthisunfamiliar

whitebedroom.Zwelikhathebauntuwalksin.

"sorryourkidscan'tsleep"hesayswithasmile

"andyoustillplacedthem inthesamebedIam

sleepingin"

"theyinsistsowhynot"

Ilookaround

"ohwellbythewaywehaveournewhomehere

inMpumalanga"hesays

"oh,isitoursorwearesharingwiththefamily?

"

"ourswithoutthefamily"hesays

OhIwillmissthem.



"weonlylivetogetherwhenwegotoZimbabwe

whichIhavedecidedthatweonlygothere

occasionallyandnotpermanentlylivethere

sincewewillbegettingmarriedsoon"hesays

"ohsowehavetofindnewschoolsand

uniformsforthekids"

"thathasbeenalreadydoneandyouwillalsobe

takingandgettingthem from schooltheywill

benodriverthatwillbedrivingthem tosee

school"

Wellthatcouldkeepmebusy

"OK"

"lovieourweddingwillbeonthe30thand31st

ofDecembersoprepareyourselfbecause

tomorrowyouaregoingbacktoyourhome"he



says

What?

"that'sinlikeafewdaysandhowam Igoingto

planourwedding?"

"ohyeahaboutthatIwasworriedbutwhereI

wasbornyourmotherandmymotherwillbe

theoneschoosingallthosedecorationthings

becausewearedoingatraditionalwedding"

OhyesIwasn'thoppingforawhitewedding

myselfbecauseIam nolongeravirginandIam

marryingatraditionalmansoyeah.Idon't

mindmymom andhismom planningbecauseI

knowmymom knowswhatIlikebestandwhat

IdislikesoIam notthatworried.



"OKIdon'thaveaproblem "

"youknowwhenmylategrandfathertoldme

thatIwillmeetyouonedayandtomarryyou

willdelaybecauseyouwillbethegreatest

Queeneverinthekingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntu.Heevenpraisedyouthat

youarethestrongestofthem all.Iwasonly13

yearsoldbackthenandIdidn'tbelieveathing

thathesaidbecauseIthoughthewasjust

jealousthatIfoundmynewgirlfriendonlyto

findoutthatwhathesaiditisstillcomingafter

13years.Iam happythatyouareinmylife.

Eventhoughyourunclebeatenmeupbecause

ofhavingourthreealreadygrownsonswithout

payingforlobolaordamages,Iknowdeep

downinmyheartthatIwouldhavedonethat

theveryfirsttimeIsawyouatthatrankasyou

staredatmeandIam sorryifyoufeellikeI

havewastedyourtime"



Ikisshim

"youhaveneverwastedmytimeandyouwill

never"

"Iloveyou"hesays

"Iloveyoutoo"

"webothloveyoumore"theolderboyssays

"Ilveyou"Siphiweinkosisays

Wealllaughed.Ialwaysknewthathewilllearn

fasttospeckjudgingbythewayhestaresat

people'smoutheverytimetheyspeck.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Mom cametoopenthedoorlaughing.

"MOM!!whatisgoingon?"Iask

"yourunclehasbeatenupyourbrotherinlaw

andyourhusbandtobebecausehescored

threetimes"

Welaugh

"yourdrunkunclehasbeatenup

Zwelikhathebauntubecausehehasthreesons

withyouandstilldidn'tpaylobola.Yeahmy

girlfriendyouhavethebestuncleever"Zinhle

says

"butaretheyok?"Iask

"mybabyyoudon'twanttoknowbecauseyour

unclewasstoppedbyyourfatherandyour

otheruncles"mom saysstilllaughing



Bythewaywhataretheydoinghere?Because

theyshouldn'tbehere

Wow!Ireallyhopethatmyunclemustnot

embarrassmebutthenseemslikeitwentthe

otherwayaround.

"anywaytheyarecallingthethreeofyoutothe

TVroom "mymom says

Wewalkinalinelookingdown.Wesatdownon

thetraditionalmatstillfacingdown.

"whichoneisthebride?"theolderuncleasks

"thisone"Zwelikhathebauntu'sunclepoints



Ululatingfollowedatthekitchen

"youmayallgonow"myuncleinstructs

Wewalkedbackintheroom andthemoment

wegotinmymom locksusagain.Wescream

injoy

"finallymygirlfriendyouaremarried"Zinhle

sayswithasmile

Ismileback

Yesthingsaregettingbetter

...



AftermakingbreakfastandcleaningIam going

backhomeandImeanZimbabwe.

"Misokuhleitis04:00inthemorning"mymom

sayswithhersleepyeyes

"yesmom Iwanttogetbackhomeearly"

Shehadtears

"Iam hurt.Don'tyoumissmelikeImissyou?I

wishIcouldtakethistimetospendtimewith

you"shesays

Ohhhhhhmommy

"sowhatdoyouwanttodotoday?"Iask



Shesmile

"Ihavegotanideaandeverythingwillbeonme

"Isay

Shesmileswiderthenwalksbacktoherroom.

At08:00whenIwasdonetobathwewenttoa

spa,whichrelaxedmybody.Pleasedon'task

whereIgotthemoneybecauseMrMahlangu

alwaysgivesmetheallowanceofaamount

thatIwon'tstatebutIwillsayitisenoughfor

mebutitincreaseseverymouthwith

R100000,00whichismorethanenough.

Afterourspa,wewentshoppingthenwentto



eatandlastlywewenttoeaticecream andthat

ishowourmotheranddaughterdayended.

WhenwegothomeZwelikhathebauntuandmy

kidswerealreadywaitingformesoIpackedmy

bagsandlefthome.Itwashardtoleave

becausemom wascryingasalways,rightnow

Ithinksheispregnantlikeseriously.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Chapter25

WehavebeenpreparingsongsforthisFriday.

Andnowwehearcarshootingoutside,we

knowthattheyarealreadyhere.Iwasnot

allowedtogooutbutIam standingatthe

windowtoseeeverything.Myfamilyisinside



theyardwhileZwelikhathebauntu'sfamilyis

outsidetheyardatthegate.Theywereboth

singingdifferentsongs,likeacompetition.I

couldseeBantu,Mawakebantuandthekids

alsosinging.Iwassohappytoseethem.Me

andmybridesmaidswerepaintedwithmud

aroundourfacesandoldclothes.Wewillonly

beallowedtogoouttomorrow.

At01:00thatiswhentheystopsinging.

...

"wakeup,wakeup"

IopenmyeyesandImeetmymom'seyes.



"ohmom whatisthetime?"Iask

"04:30it'stimeforustogototheriver"

Herandtheotheroldladywokeupallmyother

bridesmaids.Wegotonmyaunty'scarthenwe

drovetotheriver.Whenwegottherewebath

thengotdressedintoournewclothesandour

oldclotheswereburnt.

Wedrovebackandthemomentwegotoffthey

wasululatingallovertheyard.Igottoour

room.WeallbathedthenIgotdressedintomy

browntwopieceandmyblanket.

Carsarehootingoutside.

"THEYAREHERE!!!!"Mduduziyellsoutsideour

window.Thatishisjobtoday.



"OK!!!"weyellback

Myfatherwalkedmeoutofthehousewithmy

familysingingbehindme.Iwasfacingdown

thenIsatonthetraditionalmat.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sfamilygavemyfather,

mother,uncle,grandmother,Myother

grandmotherfrom myfather'ssideandmy

othergrandfatherfrom myfather'ssidegifts.

Theyweresohappydancingfortheirgiftslater

myumbrella,blanketwasnowfilledwith

money.Reallytheroyalfamilyhadgivenme

money.At11:00wewenttochangethengot

dressedintoourZuluattire.

Ourfamiliesmeteachotherhalfwaythenhe

tookmyhandaftermyfatherhandedmetohim.

"youlookamazing.......actuallyyouarehot"



Zwelikhathebauntuwhispersinmyear

Iblush

Wewenttothebigtentthatisdecoratedlikea

Zululand.Itwasisbeautiful,IknewitthatI

couldtrustthosetwofabulousladies.

"thisisamazing"Isay

"yesitis"hesays

Wesatdownthenspeechesweredone.Later

weatethemostamazingfoodeverthenwe

dancedourtraditionaldance.Iwasdancingfor

myhusbandandhisgroomsmenwhere

standingbehindhim,squeezinghisshoulders

andpraisinghim forchoosingmetobecome

hiswifeandhewasbrushinghischinand



smilingfeelingproudofhimself.

IwenttositdownaftersometimedancingI

wastiredofdancing.

"youdanceamazing"thegroomsmensay

"heyheyyouguysthisismywifeyoudon'tget

tobecomplementingherthatismyjob."

Zwelikhathebauntusays

Theylaughandwalkaway.Heturnsmychair

sothatIfacehim.Hekissesmesodeepand

sonice.

"HEYHEYZWELIKHATHEBAUNTU.IAM

GOINGTOBEATYOUUP.THEWEDDINGIS

NOTYETOVER.YOUCAN'TKISSMYCHILD

LIKETHATINFRONTOFME!!!"myfathersays



Thepeoplelaughsathim andwejoinedthem.I

neverthoughtthatthisdaywillcome.

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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Theyarekissesallovermyface.

"mmmmmmm"

"wakeupbaby"hesays

"wowyoualreadychasingmeoutofyourhouse

"

"yesIam chasingyououtofOURhouse.Now

getup"hesayspullingthesheetsawayfrom

me.



Igotupwenttoshowerthengotdressedinmy

whiteJeanhighwaistskirtandcoveredmy

headwithmywhitecroptopthatdidnotrevel

mybellyatall.

IwalkeddownstairsandIfound

Zwelikhathebauntuinhiswhitejumpsuitwith

All-stars.

"Iam doneandwhereareourkids?"

"mywifeyoudonelet'sgo"

Hetookmyhandthenwewalkedoutandthere

stoodthegreenCorsa.Istareathim andhe

smiles.

"wearegoingbackintime"hesays



HeopensthedoorformethenIwalkedin.Itis

cleanandrenovated.

"itlooksbrandnew"Isay

"itisbrandnewinsidenotoutsideandwhile

Bantuwasrenewingithefoundcoinsorshould

Isaymoneythatwassupposedtobeyourtaxi

moneythatIrejectedbutyouplacedaroundthe

car"hesayslookingatmeintheeyes

"ummm Ithoughtyouwerethoseblessersthat

showeryouwiththeirmoneythenlookfor

somethinginreturn"Isaynotlookingathim

Hegigglesthenstartsthecar.

WedroveforhoursandhourstillIsawaboard

writtenJohannesburg.Ilookathim witha



shockedface,hesawthatIam startingathim

butnevermindedmejustlikethedayIfirstmet

him.

"Zwelikhathebauntuwherearewegoing?"

Westopattherobotsthenhekissedmyopen

lips.Ididn'tmovemylipstillheinserthis

tongueinmymouth.Wekisstilltherobot

opened.

Wegotsomeplacethatlooksdirtyandbusy.

ThisisnothowIexpectedJohannesburgis.It

smellshorrible,thestreetsaredirty,yesthe

buildingsamazemebutyoucan'tseeitsbeauty

inthesestreets,thetaxisIdrivingtheirown

rulesinthesestreets,theyissomanypeople

hereyoucannotseeyourfeet,people'sbags

arebeingtakeninthedaylight,homeless



peopleareeverywhereandanyplace.It'sjust

theworstplaceIhaveeverbeen.

"WelcometoJohannesburgmywife"

"oh"

"youdon'tlookhappy"hesayswithaworried

face

"loveyesitistruethatIalwayswantedtoget

herebutrightnowIwishIneverbeenhere.

TheyisnoevenonegoldIhaveseensofarI

havecamehere....."

Helaughs

"loviewhentheysaythecityofgoldtheymean

likethegoldwasfirstfoundherebackthennot

thatyouwillliterallyseegold"hesaysthen

laughsharder



"ohcanyoupleasetakemehome"

HedroveustomyhomeatSoweto

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"
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WedancedtillZwelikhathebauntu'sfamilywent

home.WhentheyleftIgotintomyroom the

ladieswereintheirunderwears.

"takeoffyourclothestoo"Zinhlesays

"yeslet'sseewhatZwelikhathebauntuseesin

you"mycousinOlandasays

Itakeoffmyclothesslowly.Whentheyseemy

matchingbraandpantytheyscream in



excitement.

Theythrowcream allovermybodythenplaced

fruitsalloverandwetookpictures.

"wehaveasurpriseforyou"mycousinRatama

says

"andwhatisthat?"Iask

"wecallphotographerstotakeyounude

picturesandmakeitanalbum foryour

husband"shesays

Ilookatthem shocked

"thankyou"Isaystillshocked

Wetooklotsandlotsofnudes.At00:00thatis



whenwewenttosleep.

...

03:00weallwokeupthenwenttoairportto

Zimbabwe.

Iam sotiredIcouldn'tsleepatallsoIhadto

putsunglassestillwereachedourmudhouse.

WhenwegotinZwelikhathebauntu'saunties

dressedmeupintomyNdebeleattire,itisso

heavyandhotonthissunnyday.Myblanket

andmyumbrellaiscoveredwithsweetsallover.

Whentheyweredonetheywalkedout.Some

timelaterweheardwhistlesoutsidethenmy

fathercameinheldmyhandoutandIwentto

sitonmygoldenmatnexttomyfamilyand

extendedfamily.Iwasalsofacingdownbut

thenIquicklysportedZwelikhathebauntuinhis



Ndebeleattiresittingathisgoldenchair.His

familygavemyfamilyalsotheirgiftsthenit

wastimeformetogiveZwelikhathebauntuhis

gift.Iplacethetraditionalmatfirstthenmade

him sleeponit.Iputtoomuchlotiononhis

facesothathecannotseebecausehehas

beenstaringatlikeIam somemeal.

"lovieremindmethatyoushouldneverbathme

"hesays

Igigglethenwashthelotionoffhisfacethen

coveredhim withablanket.Theladieswith

stickscameandbeathim uphethenranaway

tilltheystoppedrunningafterhim.Iwas

laughingmylungsout.

HecamebackthentheymadeabigcircleIwas

sittingonmytraditionalmatnext



Zwelikhathebauntu'schair.Hecouldn'tstop

staringathim.Hisauntiescameinthemiddle

ofthecircleandwhistledthewhistles.Then

theunclecametoinstructusthatthewedding

maybegin,thetwoauntiescamebackto

whistlethenwewerecalledinsidethecircleto

dancewiththem.

Meandmygirlsweredefeatedbythem they

werestoppingusanyminutetheyget.Well

theygrewupbeinglearningthiswhilesomeof

usjustlearntweeksbacksothatiswhywe

weredefeated.

ThegirlsandIwenttositdownwhiletheboys

singtheresongsandpeopleululatingforthem

andpraisingthem.

"Lomntwanangiyamthandama'gents(Ilovethis



girlmyfriends)

Buhlebakhebuyakhanyama'gents(herbeauty

isbrightmyfriends)

Nhliziyoyakheeyathandeka(herheartisaheart

ofgold)

Ma'gentsneyamyeka(myfriendsshe'sthebest)

Ngiyamthanda(Iloveher)"Zwelikhathebauntu

sangasothersweresingingalsoafterhim

Iwasblushingallthistimeaspeopledanceand

singinexcitement.

Hewasnowdonesingingandcharmingme.He

cameandkissedme.Wesatthereoutsideand

ateourfood.Peoplewerenowhavingtheir

ownconversationsandotherscameto

congratulateus.



"youlookamazingtoday"hesayswithhis

charmingChinesebrowneyes

"youarealsocharming"

"ohmy,sodoesthatmeanIwillbegetting

sometonight?"

Welaughthenhekissedmycheek

"wellitdependsifthekidswillbethereornot"I

say

"ohmywifetheyisnoneedforyoutoworry

becauseIgotthatcovered"hesayswitha

naughtysmile

"youbetterdon'teatmerough"

"IwillthinkaboutthatbutIam notpromising"

"thenforgetaboutmegivingyoutonight"Isay

makingamadfaceplayfully



HetouchesmyarmswhilesmilingbutIremove

hishand

"Iam kiddingmylovie,Mywifeandthemother

ofmykids"hesayswithasmilethenpecked

mylips

Weweredoneeatingandnowwewere

watchingthekidsdancing.Iam impressed

withourkidstheyweredancingwell.

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothercalledmeas

sheheldthetwolittlebabies.Iwalkedwithher

insomehutthathadonlyoldladiesinit.

"hereisournewQueen"Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmothersaystothem

"pleasesitdown"theverylightskinnedold



ladysays

Isatdownonthegrassmat.Theyintroduced

themselvesthenbeganwiththeiradvises,

someIknew,someweremakingmeshyto

hearoldladiestalkaboutitbuttheywereall

notedinmysmallmind.

Afterthetalkstheyhelpedmedressupinto

somewhitemermaiddressthathadatouchof

goldattheedgesofmywaist.Theyplacemy

largehatontopofmyheadtoindicatethatIam

marriedwithsliveranddiamondsallovershoes.

Ilookedexpensive,simpleandhot.

"thankyou"Isay

"wait,let'snotforgetthis"Zwelikhathebauntu's

grandmothersaysplacingthenecklaceof



Queensthatshegavemetheotherday

WowIlookcomplete

Theysmile

"allthankstome"Zwelikhathebauntu'smom

sayswalkingin

"andmetoobecauseIdidit"grandmothersays

Welaugh

"mysonsaysImustgiveyouthis"

Zwelikhathebauntu'smom sayshandingovera

pieceofpaperandasmallbox

"wewillbeoutsideifyouneedus"

Zwelikhathebauntu'sgrandmothersays



Theyallwalkedout.Iopenedmyletter

~mybeautifulwife.IjustwanttotellyouhowI

feelaboutyou.WhenthefirsttimeIsawyouas

youstoodtherealonelookingatmeIfeltmy

heartbeatveryfastandthatiswhyIcouldn't

lookatyouinyoureyesbutjustknowthatwhen

youwalkedtothetaxiIcouldn'tstoplookingat

yourbumsasyouwalkedtheyshakelikeajelly.

From thatdayIcouldn'tstopthinkingabout

yourbodyshape.Everythingaboutyourbodyis

largeandneverfadingawayandthatiswhat

attractedmetoyoubutthedayyougotinmy

carandtoldmeaboutyourselfinthatmomentI

knewitthatyouarethewifethatIhavebeen

lookingfor,forsomanyyears.Inthatmoment

youstolemyheartandIknewthatyoutheonly

femaleinmylifethatwillstopmefrom my

ungovernablelife.Yesyoudidchangemylife



tothemanIam,todayIam afather,agood

brotherandahusband.Ineverthoughtinmy

wildestdreamsthatIwillgetmarriedattheage

of32.Ifeelproudofmeetingyouinmylifeand

happythatyouhavebeeninmylifeinthegood

andthebadtimes.Iwanttoapologizeforall

thewrongsIdidtoyouandIwanttosaythank

youforstandingrightbyme.InyouIfound

myselfacheerleaderthatisalwaysrightthere

whenIneedherandforthatIrespectyouandI

stillpromisethatIwillalsostandbyyou

throughthickandthin.IloveyouMyQueen~

Ifeelsolovedrightnow.WhenIopenasmall

boxitisagoldenringanddiamondsaroundit

withabigblackdiamondinthemiddle.Ipickit

upanditissoheavy.Thismustbethereal

goldanddiamonds.TheyisasmallpapersoI

takeitandreadit



~itismadebymeandmybrothers.Ihopeyou

loveit~

Ismileandclosethebox.Whatcan'tthis

familydo.Theycuthair,theyrenovatecars,

theybuildhouses,theyknowhowtodanceand

manymore.

IheardpeoplescreamingsoIwalkedouttosee

whatishappening.WhenIgotoutthecowwas

runningaroundtheyardthrowingthepanties

andchairseverywhere.

Thecowsawmethenrantowardsme.People

keptonscreamingthatIshouldmovebackto

mymudhousebutIcouldn'tmovesoIclosed

myeyeswaitingforittodragmebuttheyis

nothingthathappened.Iopenedmyeyes

slowlyanditjuststoodthereandstareatme.



Themencamerunning.

"standstillmylovie"Zwelikhathebauntusays

Ibrushthecowthenitjustsatdownandwent

tosleep.

"howdidyoudothat?"oneofthemanasks

"itshowshowwelcomesheisinthisplace"

grandmothersays

Zwelikhathebauntucametome,heldmywaist

thenkissedme

"Iloveyou"hesays



Healsolooksgoodinhiswhiteandgoldslim fit

suit.

"youlooksohandsome"

Hesmilesthenkissesmylipsagain.Heholds

mylefthand,heseestheringandsmileswider

"areyoustillgood?"heasks

"yesIam stillgood"

"didyougetyourletter?"

"yesandImustsayitissocharming.Aswe

speakIfeelloveable"

HelooksatmewithhisChinesebrowneyes

andsmiles



"Ialsoreceivedmyalbum ofnudesandImust

sayyoulooksexy.Iam hornyaswespeakand

Imighteatyounow"

"what?!Nowearegettingmarriedandweare

nothavinganysexhere"Isay

"andyesyouareright.Sinceyoubothdoneas

thepowercoupleIthinkit'stimenowtogo"his

oneauntysays

Wewalkhandinhandfollowingthetwoaunties

thathavealreadystartedwhistlingtothetent.

OHMYGOD!!!!!!Thisplacelookslikeheaven,

thecoloursarewhiteandgold,theyisasmall

bridgeandfakeriverunderitbutitlooksrealas

thewaterflows.Ourchairsaretremendouswith

whiteandgoldandalsoaskinofabullonthem,



IfeltlikeaQueenorsomethingimportant.

Myfamilyandhisfamilyweresohappyforus

andIwasmorethanhappy.

Wesatonourchairsthenspeechesweremade

again.WeateNdebelefoodevenearthwarms.

AtfirstIhesitatedbeforeIateandwhenIgetto

eatthem Ikeptonaskingrepeats.

Theskhotanepeoplewerehereandalso

dancing.Ienjoyedtheirdance,

Zwelikhathebauntuendedupgettingupand

dancingwiththem.Heknowshowtodance,

forreally.Peopleweretakingvideosofthem.I

am suretheyaregoingtotrendafterthis,Ican

evenimaginetheheadlines'Mahlangu

handsomegroom dancingonhisweddingday

orLegendisbackbabywithadanceonhis



weddingday'.

Hisfamilywalkedinwearingcowskins

includingmybabiesandtheywasamomentof

silenceeventheDjturnedoffthemusic.Me

andZwelikhathebauntuheldeachother'shand

underthetable.Theolderunclebeginstopray,

thenextunclesaidtheclanpraise.

"Todaywearegatheredherefortheweddingof

ourbeautifulcoupleandwearethankfulfor

everyonethatcame.Thisisthefirsttimeinour

livestoseesuchaweddinginthiskingdom,

yestheywereweddingsinthiskingdom butit

wasneverfulllikeitisrightnowsoonceagain

thankyou.Themanstandinginfrontofyouis

TataumuziandIam thesecondbornofthesix

kids,justafterZwelikhathebauntu'sfather.I

am heretoannouncethenextkingandQueen



ofthekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu"

Zwelikhathebauntu'solderunclesays

Peoplestartedclappinghands

"ZwelikhathebauntuandMisokuhleMimiIwant

toannounceyouasthenewKingandQueenof

thekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu"

Peoplescreamedinjoyanddancetoo.The

auntiescameanddressesmeintoasmallbull

skinandacrownthentheunclesdresses

Zwelikhathebauntuintohislongandthickbull

skinandacrown.Peoplescreamedlouderas

wearedressed.

"KingandQueenmayyoupleasestandup"his

olderunclesays



Wegotuphandinhandthenpeopleclapped

theirhandsandscreamedinexcitement

"IannounceyouKingandQueenofthekingdom

ofZwelikhathebauntu"

Theywasmorejoyinthetent.Usandthe

peoplegotonthedancefloorandbeganto

dance.Zwelikhathebauntuheldmywaistand

kissedmyneck.

"Icouldn'thavemadeitwithoutyou"he

whispersinmyearandIsmile

FinallyKingandQueenofthekingdom of

Zwelikhathebauntu.Wehadgonethrough

troubles,fights,tearsandtraumabutitwasall



worthit.IfsomeonetoldmewhatIhavegone

through6yearsbackIwouldlaughatthem in

thefaceandthinkthattheyarecrazy.

ThisismystoryandIhaveembarkedonitand

theywillbenoturningback.Whathasbeen

donehasbeendonebecauseithadtodone,

MypresentshouldbecelebratedbecauseI

don'tknowwhatthefutureholdsformyfamily.

WhatIknowforsureistodayIvowthat

Iwilllovemyhusbandinanyillcondition

Supportandstandbyhissideinanysituation

Continuetheproduction

Sothattheyshallbethenextgeneration

Tillthedayofourfinaldestination

In



Thekingdom ofZwelikhathebauntu

Theend

Thandolwethu:ThandoLwethuft

KwestaftBucie

Theysaidwewillnevermakeit

Weweregoingtofar

ButwewentadistanceyouandI

Andhereweare,hereweare

Ihopeyoustillhavepatience

Totryandreachforthestars

Westilltryingtomakeittotheskycarryon,

carryon



Thandolwethu(ourlove)babyisamazing

Wesometimesdon'tdeserveit

Nomabathithinasolahleka(evenwhenthey

saywewillgetlost)

Loveisnavigatingandwearealmosthome

Bheka(look),seelovelives,lovedies

Loveforgives,andlovetries

Lovecomes,andlovegoes

AndIloveallofthisloveshown

Cosbengigazikungabaso(becauseIdidnot

knowthatitmaybelikethis)

Mangiyaekasisewuactorso(whenIgotothe

Townshipwhenyouactlikethis)

Mypaintbrush

Myheartfeltsong



Thepaintdries

Marayiartlento(butthisisart)

SeeItalkandyouspeak

ThenIwalkandyouscream

IfoundyouIfoundlove

Youfindmeyoufindus

Theysaywewillnevermakeit

Weweregoingtoofar

ButwewentthedistanceyouandI

Ihopeyoustillhavepatience

Totryandreachforthestars

Westilltryingtomakeittotheskycarryon,

carryon

Thandolwethu(ourlove)babyisamazing



Wesometimesdon'tdeserveit

Nomabathithinasolahleka(evenwhenthey

saywewillgetlost)"

Loveisnavigatingandwearealmosthome

Ndicelauhlalelephansilove(mayyoupleasesit

downmylove)

Thentalktome

Am Ieverythingthatyouwant

AndIknowthatthisoncewas

Butisthatstillwhoweare

CauseI,Iwantyoutoloveme

AspartofwhoIam andnotjustbecause

AndyouknowthatIgothroughthings

ButdeepdowninsideIknowyouneverforgot

that



Theysaywillnevermakeit

Weweregoingtoofar

ButwewentadistanceyouandI

Andhereweare,hereweare

Ihopeyoustillhavepatience

Totryandreachforthestars

Westilltryingtomakeittotheskycarryon,

carryon

Thandolwethu(ourlove)babyisamazing

Wesometimesdon'tdeserveit

Nomabathithinasolahleka(evenwhenthey

saywewillgetlost)

Loveisnavigatingandwearealmosthome



Angikazengithandeumuntungalendlela(Ihave

neverlovedanotherpersonthewayIloveyou)

Ngawebabyminangiyaziqhenya(Iam proudof

youmybaby)

Uthandolwakhobabyolwangempela(yourlove

mybabyisreal)

Angifuniomunyeumuntungifunawena(Idon't

wantanotherpersonIonlywantyou)

Thandolwethu(ourlove)babyisamazing

Wesometimesdon'tdeserveit

Nomabathithinasolahleka(evenwhenthey

saywewillgetlost)

Loveisnavigatingandwearealmosthome

"Misokuhle,MyQueen"



ByL

Letlightshinetoeveryoneintheirjourneyof

prosperity


