


PROLOGUE

Ihangupandcontinuerestingthere.Idon'tknowif

henoticesmebutVuyojumpsintothepool.Itryso

hardnottostarebutIfaileddismally.Heswimsfor

afewminutesandcomesoutofthepooltomy

Direction.JesusChrist,hisbodyhiseightpacks.

Thedevilissurelytestingme.Iendupchokingon

myjuice.

Him:"morningprincess,hopeyousleptwell.You

lookgoodbytheway."

Me:"thankyouandIdidsleepwell."Hesitsonmy

chairandplacemyfeetonhislaprightafterplacing

itshowonhislap.IlethimbeeventhoughI'm

wearingshoes.



Me:"Ispoketomymumandsheagreedsocome

withmysiblingsforThanksgiving."

Him:"okay,iwilltellThandekatobookthemflights

andgeteverythingtheywillneed."

Me:"don'tworryaboutthattravelexpensesI'vegot

everythingcovered."

Him:"it'sasevenhourdrivefromKZNtohere,

probablyaneighthourbusride.Youdon'twant

themtosituntiltheirbuttshurtlikehell."

Me:"youcan'tjustletmedothisonethingLuvuyo?

Iamnevergonnawinwithyou.Igiveup."

Istandupandgoinsidethehouse.Hefollowsme

running.Zethuisinthekitchenandquicklymoves



thelivingroom.

Him:"whathaveidonewrongnow?"

Me:"nooffencebutIthinkyoushouldallowmeto

takesomeresponsibilityforonceMr.Sithole."

Him:"youcallingmebymysurname,Ireally

messedup.I'msorryhey,youcanpayfortheir

ticketsifthat'swhatyouwant."Ismileathim,take

mybackpackandgotothegarage.

INTRODUCTION

MynameisLwandekaNkosazanaMnguni.Iam

fromUMzimkhulu,KZN.Iwasraisedbybothmy



parents(NtokozoandNokukhanyaMnguni).Ihave

3youngersiblings:Lwandokuhle(13),Landesihle

(13),theyaretwinsandLondeka(19).Yeahihave

beenmeaningtoaskmomaboutherobsession

withL.MyfatherwasaproudSwatiman.Hewasa

taxidriver,hediedwhenIwas17yearsintaxiwars.

Mymotherisaqualifieddermatologistandhas

beenplanningonopeningherownsurgerybutit's

noteasywhenshehastotakecareof4children.

SheisapureZulusowespeakpureZulubutwe

alsoknowOurFather'shomelanguage.Iactually

loveit'smorethanisizulu.Ithasthatromantic

effectnjeifyougetme.

IstudiedattheUniversityofzululandformy

agriculturalSciencesdegreeandcompletedmy

studiesattheageof21.Igraduatedattheageof

22.IcamehereinJohannesburgattheageof23

lookingforajobandhonestlyanykindofjob

becauseIwastiredofsittingathomedoingnothing



whileIhadadegree.

Iamasize32,Ihaveaflatstomachandabigbooty

IhavethatNomzamoMbathabodynehIamabit

lightskinnedlikeSiphesihleNdaba.Iammy

mother'sdaughter.Ifyouseeherandmetogether

youwouldthinkthat'sshe'smyeldersister.She

gavemeherfinebodyandlookssothankyou

mama.IhavehadmyfairshareofHeartbreaksto

believethatrelationshipsareawasteoftime.

Somethingalsohappenedinmypastthatwill

alwaysbearemindertomethatnomatterwhatno

guywouldeverstickwithmeafterfindingoutabout

itsotoprotectmyselfIchosetostaysingleafter

myfinalyearinvarsity.Iamallergictosome

fragrancesandbodylotionssoyeahIdohave

Flawslikeanyothernormalpersonintheworld.

ThisIsMyStorySosittightasItakeyouthrough

relationships,Heartbreaks,trialsandtribulations,

deathsandeverythingelse.
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*******************

Luckisgreat,butmostoflifeishardwork.-Iain

DuncanSmith

******************

OnmyfirstnightinJoziafriendofmine

NolubabaloJama,whoIwenttovarsitywith,took

meoutfordrinksataclubcallesAlloyandthat's

whenIfirstsawthishunknamedLuvuyoSithole.

Heistheowneroftheclub.Heisbuffy,tallwitha

caramelskin .Heiswearingablackversaceshort

sleevetee,blackguessjeansandblackDolceand

Gabbanalow-topsocktrainers.Nolbyintroduces

metohimandtellshimthatIaminneedofajob,

thehunkkeepsstaringatmenotsayingaword.I

clearmythroattomakehimstopstaring.Finallyhe

says"reportfordutytomorrowat9am,don'tbelate

andwearblack."Iamquitesurprisedthathe

doesn'taskmeanyquestions,atthesametimemy

heartfillswithjoyIfindmyselfhuggingtheguy .



Me:"thankyousomuchsir,Ipromiseyouwon't

regretit."Theman'schestislikemadeofsteel .

Him:"don'tsweatit."Quicklydetachmyselffrom

him.

Me:"Iamsorryforthat,Iswearitwon'thappen

again."Hesmilesshowingoffhisperfectwhite

teeth,you'dswearhe'soneofthosepeoplewho

appearontoothpasteads.

Him:"Idoubtthat,excusemeladies."

Hevanishesintothecrowd.IandNolbyjumpup

anddownbecausewearefilledwithjoy,not

mindingtheattentionwearegrabbingfromthe

people.WecontinuepartyinguntilIbidfarewellto

myfriendat01:30ambecauseIhavetobeearlyfor



myfirstdayatwork.Nolbykeepsbeggingmeuntil

sheisdefeated.Ihugherandgobacktomyhotel

whichis10minutesawayfromAlloy.Icheckedin

totheMapungubweHotelnotbecauseIamloaded

butbecauseIhadn'thadtimetosearchforan

apartmentandIdidn'twannaburdenNolby

becauseshestaysinPretoriaandIwannawork

andstayinJHB.IwishIcouldbereleasedearlyat

worksothatIcangolookforitbecausethehotelis

expensive.IgetintomyroomandIamfastasleep

afewsecondslater.

ThenextmorningIwakeupwithaslightheadache.

Idomymorninghygieneroutine.Ithengetdressed

inblackaspertheboss'srequestafterlotioningmy

body.Itiemynaturalhairintoabun,Ihavereally

longhair,like12"long.Icallforroomserviceand

askthemtobringmemybreakfast.AfterIamdone

eatingIleavemyroomforwork.It's8:40andI

arriveat8:55atAlloy.
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IfindVuyosittingwithaverybeautifullady(you

canseefromafarthatherskinisflawless)ata

tablebythecorner,Igotothem.Heseesme

comingandhestandsupsmiling.

Him:"MissMnguni,you'reearly.Ilikeyoualready."

Hehugsme,Ismilealittle.

Me:"goodmorningsir,goodmorningmiss.AndI'd

liketoonceagainthankyoufortheopportunityyou

havegivenme."Theladyshakesmyhandandhas

thisbeautifulsmileplasteredonherface.Isitdown

nexttoher.

Him:"noneedtocallmesir,callmeLuvuyoorJobe.

ThisisThandeka,sheisthemanagerhereatAlloy."

Hisphonerings."Shewillshowyouaround.Iwillbe

backlateron,ladieshaveagreatday.TDKthisis

myprincesstreatherwell."Iblushashewalks



away.Thereissomethingabouthimthat

mesmerizesme.

Me:"IamLwandekaMngunibytheway."

Her:"mybrotherhasnomanners,forgivehim."

Me:"heisyourbrother?"Iguessbeautyrunsin

family.

Her:"yeahbutIamthecoolersibling,solet'stalk

aboutyourworkexperience.Haveyoueverworked

before?"

Me:"yes,Ididapart-timejobonceatKFCduring

schoolholidaysasacook.IalsoworkedatSpuras

awaiterwhileIwasatvarsity."



Her:"wellwhywouldn'tIhireyou?"Shesmiles.

"Comeletmeshowyoutothekitchen."Wewalkto

thekitchen.

Her:"thisplaceduringthedaypeoplecometohave

breakfast,lunchandsupper.Atnightthat'swhenall

themagichappens.Ofcoursetheydoorderfood

butalcoholbecomestheirnumber1priority.So

restobydayandclubbynight."Iworry.Shenotices.

"Don'tworryLwahyouwilldojustfineanddon't

sweataboutthedrunkardsharassingyou.Wehave

securityforthestaffsonoonewilltouchyou."

Me:"huuthat'sarelief."

Shelaughs.Weenterthekitchen.Shewhistlesand

everyonestopsworkingandpaytheirattentionto

her.

Her:"thisisLwandekaMnguni,sheisnew.Sheis



goingtobeawaitress.Iwantyoutowelcomeher

withopenarmsandhearts.Treatherwell.IfIhear

thatsomeonemistreatedher...welllet'sjustsayI

willretaliate.Iseverythingclear?"

Theyallnodandgetbacktowork.Shekissesmein

thecheekandthenleavemeatthekitchen.Avery

hypergirlcomestomydirectionandhugsme.
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Her:"heymynameisAviweUgwu,I'malsoa

waitress.Youaresopretty."Byheraccentyoucan

tellthatsheisNigerian.It'sgoodtoknowthatMr.

Sitholeisnotxenophobic.Hehireseveryone.Who

knowsmaybeshemightteachmeherlanguage .

Me:"thankyou,nicetoknowyou."Shehandsmea

notebook,penandanapron.



Her:"welcometoAlloy.Comelemmeshowyouto

thelockerroomsothatyoucanputyourbagthere.

Ifollowhertothelockerroom."Thisisyourlocker

butsinceyoudon'thaveapadlockyoucanputyour

baginmylockerandonceyou'veboughtapadlock

youcanputyourstuffinyourlocker."

Me:"thankyousomuch,ioweyouone."

Her:"Iknow,wearegoingtobegreatfriends."I

smileatherandputmybaginherlockerandwego

tothelounge.

Her:"youhavebeenawaiterbefore?"

Me:"yesatSpur"

Her:"bonus,wellwhilethereain'tanycustomersyet

youcandustoffthetablesandplacethesaucesin



eachtableandcleanutensils."

Inodanddojustthat.10minuteslateracouple

walksbyandtheladyatthedoorpointsoutatable

forthem.AssoonastheyareseatedIwalkedto

theirtableandgreetthemandasktotaketheir

order.Theyorderedtwosteakswell-donesteaks

twocidersofSavannahandamojitococktailand

requestedIbringthedrinksbeforetheirfood.They

finishedorderingandIgotothekitchentoplace

theirorderandgotothebar.Ifindagood-looking

whiteskinnedGuy.

Me:"hiIamLwandekaMngu..."

Lebo:"MaMnguni,Iknowwhoyouare.Iwasthere

atthekitchenwhenbossladyintroducedyou.By

thewayIamLebogangPhekobutyoucancallme

Lebo,thebartender.WhatcanIdoforyou?"



Me:"table4ordered2cidersofSavannahanda

mojitococktail."

Him:"comingrightup."

Hedoesthecocktailandplacesitinatrayand

takesoutthecidersandalsothestrawsandwinks

atme.Itakethedrinksandgobacktotable4and

servethem.FiveminuteslaterIreturnedservethem

theirfood.thekitchenstuffisveryquick.Atthat

verymomentaguywalksinandanotherwaiter

attendshim.Icomebackafterthecoupleisdone

eating.Iclearthetableandgivethemthebill.They

payusingcashandgivemea50Randstip.Wow

it'suponmyfirstday.Ismiledatthemandbeat

themfarewellastheyleave.Thedaygoesbyreally

quicklyandwithinamatteroftimeit'slunchtime.

I'mnotreallyhungrysoIgettothelockerroomand

takemyphoneandcallmymum.
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Sheanswersonthesecondring.

Mom:"myprincesshowareyou?"

Me:"Imfinemom,howareyou?"

Mom:"Iamalsofineandit'sgoodtohearyour

voice.Haveyoufoundajobyet?"

Me:"yesImawaiteratAlloyNightCluband

Restaurant."

Mom:"congratsmydarling,butbecareful.Ihear

thelevelofprostitutionisveryhighinJozinight

clubs.Don'tgettemptedandchasethegoodlife."

Me:"comeonma.Youtaughtmewell,Iwillnever

sellmybodyevenforamillion.I'dratherstarveto

death."

Mom:"thatsgoodtohear.Thanksforthecall,Iwill

telleveryonethatyoucalledandIamsuretheywill

behappytoknowthatyoufoundajob."

Me:"everyonebutnotAuntNoma,Idon'twantany

badluckbeforeIevenreceivemyfirstpaycheck."

Webothlaugh.AuntNomaisafamilyfriend,very



nosyandsomesuspectthatshepractices

witchcraftbutwewillneverknow.

Mom:"never,Iamhappythatyoucalled.Iloveyou

nowgetbacktowork,Ialsohavetogetbackto

work,apatientjustwalkedin."

Me:"Imonlunchbreakmabutwhatever.Iloveyou

toobye."

WebothhangupandIturntofindVuyostaringat

me.IamsoshockedInearlydropmyphone.

Him:"IamsorryifIscaredyou."

Me:"It'sokay."

IsitdownbecauseI'mshakingabit.Hesitsnextto

me.Thisguythoughhisscentmakesmewannalay

myheadonhischestbuthe'smybosssoIhaveto

beprofessional.

Me:"canIaskyouforafavour?"

Him:"onyourfirstday?Betterbeimportant."



Me:"IarrivedinJoziyesterdayeveningand

checkedintoMapungubwehotel.NowIwas

hopingthatIcouldleaveearlysothatIcangolook

foranapartmentbecausehotelfeesare...wellyou

know."

Him:"apartmentsaroundherearenotsafeandit

couldtakeyoudaystofindonethatisgoodforyou

andaffordable.HowaboutIbetheonetosearch

foryouasafeandaffordableone?Inthemeantime

youcancomeandlivewithmeandmysisterinour

housekoSandton."

Me:"Idon'twannabeaburdensir,ImeanVuyo.

YouhavealreadydoneenoughformeandIdon't

wannainconvenienceyouguys."

Him:"Vuyo,mmmthat'safirst,Ilikeit.AnywaysI

don'tmindhelpingandbesidesthehouseisboring,

it'sjustmeandmysister."

Me:"meaningtosayyoursisterisboring?"

Him:"Ineversaidthat."

Me:"wellthanksforofferingbut..."



Him:"Iinsist,Idon'twanttheseJoziwannabe

thugstakingadvantageofmyemployee."

Me:"youmakingithardformetoresist."

Continueon1stcomment
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LUVUYO

MynameisLuvuyoSithole.Iam28.Iamayoung,

black,successfulandlegitbusinessman.BylegitI

meanallmybusinessesarelegal.Idon’tdoshady

businesses.IworkedveryhardtobewhereIam

today.IliveinSandtonwithmybabysister

Thandeka.Wehavebeenrunningclubsand

restaurantsalloverSouthAfrica.Wehavebeen

thinkingofexpandingourbusinesses,maybebe

involvedinanothertypeofbusiness,maybefashion

orlogisticsbutweneverreallygivenmuchthoughts

orattentiontoit.SoyesterdayNolbybroughtthis

reallybeautifulgirltoAlloy.Nolbyisthis



hyperactivesocialitesoanyonewhoisasomebody

knowherinJozi.Sheisalsoaneventspromoter.

Sheusuallypromotessomeoftheeventsthat

happenatAlloyandshedoesn’twantanypayfor

that.SoIcouldn’tsaynotoher.Youmustbe

wanderinghowcomeIamnotinarelationship.

Wellmostofgirlswanttodatemebecauseofmy

statusandI’dratherbesinglethanletthemgirls

useme.ButseeingLwandekamademewannafall

inloveagain.Herauraattractsmetoherlikea

magnet.Iwantheralltomyself.Iwonderifsheisin

arelationshipbutIbrushthatthoughtaway,figured

ifsheisn’tsingleIwillwaitforhertobesinglethen

pursueher.IhiredherbecauseIlikeherandIwas

surprisedthatshehasexperience.WhenIgethome

ItellThandekaallabouther.

Her:“youmustreallylikethisgirlbigbro”

Me:“Iwanthertocomeandlivewithus”

Her:“whoadon’tyouthinkthat’sabitforward?”



Me:“ifsheisnotfromaroundJozishewillbe

lookingforaplacetostayandIwannaprotecther

soIwanthertostayhere.”

Her:“wellseemsasifyouhavemadeupyourmind

abouther.”

Me:“ahhmyprincess”

Her:“ewwmybigbrotherisinlove”

Shesaysthatmakingadisgustedfacialexpression

andleavesthehouse.ItellZethu(oneofmyhouse

maids)andallthehelpersaboutourspecialguest.

Theyseemveryexcited,Idon’tknowwhy.
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ThefollowingdaybothThandekaandIgotowork,

wesitatourusualtableandtalkbusiness.That’s

whentheprincesswalksin.shelookssobeautiful

withoutmake-up.

Me:“that’sher”Iwhispertomysister.



Her:“damnwhowouldn’tfallforher?Herbeautiful

naturalskin,heruniqueskintone,thecolourofher

eyes,goshthosecurves.Iamhonestlyinlovebig

bro.Iseewhyyouloveher.”

DuringlunchbreakIfindher,Lwandeka,atthe

lockerroom.Iwaituntilsheisdonetalkingtothe

phonethenapproachher.Iamoverthemoonas

sheagreestostaywithus.Igohometotell

Thandekaandthestaffthengetbacktowork.

LWANDEKA

WhenmylunchbreakisoverIgetbacktowork.I

workuntilmyshiftwasover.Igotothelockerroom

whereIfindAviweandLebokissing.

Me:“I’msorrytodisturbyouguysIjustcameinfor

mybag”

Aviwehandsmemybag.



Her:“it’snotwhatyouthinkLwandeka.Wewere

just…”

Me:“youguysareadults,youdon’towemean

explanationfordoingyourbusiness.GoodbyeIwill

seeyoutomorrow”

Ileavethemstandingthere.Idon’tknowwhythey

stoppedorseemshockedonmyaccount.Iamjust

abouttoexitthedoorwhenIhearVuyocallingme,I

wasactuallyrunningfromhim.Iturnaroundand

smile.

Him:“thoughtyoucouldescapeme?”

Me:“me?No?WhywouldIdothat?”Heopensthe

doorformeandwegetoutandheadtothestaff

parkinglot.

Him:“youtellme,thoughtwehadanagreement.

Youdon’ttrustastrangerdoingyouafavour?Wait

I’myourbossnotastranger”Heopenshiscarand

webothgetin.bythewayhedrivesabronzeRange



RoverEvoque.

Me:“Ithoughtmaybeyouwerejokingearlieron”

Him:“doIlooklikesomeonewhocanjokeabout

somethingthatserious?”

Ijustlookathimanddon’tanswerhisquestion.

WellIdon’treallyknowtheguysoIcan’ttellifheis

jokingornot.WedrivetoMapungubweandboth

getout.Wewalkinandgointomyroom.Whenwe

enterI,forasecond,forgetthatsomeoneisright

behindmeandjustthrowmyselftothebed.He

chucklesbehindme.

Him:“youwillgetenoughrestwhenwegethome,

nowpackyourbagssothatwecangetoutofthis

place.”Helooksarounddisgusted.Isitupandlook

athim.

Me:“youdon’tseemtolikethisplace,mayIask

why?”

Him:“meandtheownerofthisplace…wellwedon’t

seeeyetoeyebutit’snothingyoushouldworry



about.”

Ilookathimwaitingforhimtotellastorymaybe

butnothing.
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Ithenstandupandgototheclosetandpackmy

clothesandheinsistsoncarryingmybagandhe

finallywins.WegettothereceptionandIpaymy

billandcheckout.Wegettothecarandwedrive

straighttoSandton.Damnhishouseishuge.We

getoutofthecarandgoinsidethehouse.

Wellletmepaintaclearpictureofthehouse,don’t

getlost.Itisatriplestoryglassmansion.Iwillstart

fromthebasement:ithasawinecellar,aplace

whereyoucanchillandplayboardgames,aplace

whereyoucanplayvideogames,ithasabarfridge.

Honestlyit’swhereyou’dwanttogetintoyour

comfortzoneandbeawayfrompeople.



Thegroundfloor:alargelobbythatyouseeon

Disneymovieswhichcanbeturnedintoaballroom,

aformallounge,diningarea,agreyandwhite

themedkitchen(Imeaneverythingisthattheme,

eventhetiles),aTVroom,2studyrooms,3

bedroomsand2bathroomsandalaundryroom.

Thefirstfloor:acinemaroom,akitchenbutwith

lesscomplicatedfurniture,3bedroomswithen-

suitesalsowithlargebalconiesandagymroom.

The2ndfloor:3bedroomswithen-suitesalsowith

largebalconies,akitchen,astudy,aninsideJacuzzi

andaplayroom.Theexteriorbahlaliyoh,beautiful

garden,ahugepool,braaiarea,diningareabythe

pool,apatio.Iwillnotestimatethesizeofthe

garagebutyoucantellthatmanycarsfitinthere.

Youneedamapinthishousesothatyouwon’tget

lost.

IliterallytakeoffmyshoesbecauseIfeellikethere

isdirtundermyshoes[whereastheyareclean].He

looksatmeandlaughssohard.Ihithimplayfully

ontheshoulder.Aladywalksdownthestairsand

standsinfrontofus.



Zethu:“eveningsirandmiss,youmustbe

Lwandeka.IamZethuThahanebutyoucancallme

Zee.Bossyouwererightsheisverybeautiful.”I

lookathimandhelookssidewaysandlookat

Zethuandblush.

Me:“thankyouverymuchandit’sapleasureto

meetyouZethu.”
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Weshakehandsandthenshetakesomeofmy

bagsandamalecomesandtaketherestofmy

bags.

Her:“followme,Iwillshowyoutoyourroom.”

Wegoupstairs,firstfloorandgetinto“myroom”.

Thisroomissohuge,itissobeautiful.Itmeltsmy

heart.Itswallsarecoveredwithviolet,thetilesare

plainwhite.Thebedisaqueensizedone.Itscover

islightgreenaswellasthepillows.



Zethu:“comethisway,thisisyourcloset.”She

leadstheway.

YouknowthoseBonangMatheba’sclosetswithso

manyshelveswheretheyplacetheirdesigner

shoesandbags,wellmysocalledclosetisjustlike

them.Thewalkinclosetisagatewaytoavery

fancyyetcozybathroom.Thisplaceisjusttoo

goodtobetrue.Itfeelslikeheaven.

Her:“Iwillbedownstairsifyouneedme.That

phone,”shepointsatatelephoneonthenightstand,

“dial3forthekitchenandyoudial5for

housekeeping.”

Me:“thanks,willdo.”

SheleavesandIjustthrowmyselftothebedand

closemyeyesforasecondanddozeoff.Iwas

wokenupbyVuyowhenheshookmesohardIhad

nootheroptionbuttositup.



Me:“what?”Isitup,Igetreallyupsetwhen

someonewakesmeupfrommysleepespecially

whenIamtired.

Him:“youmustbereallytiredhey.Comeonnow

freshenupandcomejoinusforsupperprincess”

Me:“okay,letmeunpackfirstandtakeaquick

showerthenIwilljoinyouguys.”

Him:“Zethualreadyunpackedforyouwhileyou

wereasleep.”HowcomeIneverheardanything?

Me:“okaygivemeafewminutes”

HeleavesandIgotothebathroomandtakeaquick

shower,getdressedinasilkynightiewithmatching

gownandslippers.Ithengodownstairs,takingmy

phonewithme.AssoonasIenterthediningarea

whereThandekaandVuyoareseatedZethucomes

withthefoodandplacesitonthetable.

Thandeka:“wemeetagainprincess.Atleastnow

thehousewillbelessboring.Mybrothercanbore



SatanbacktohellI’mtellingyou.”
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Ilaughather,herbrothergivesherthedeathstare.

Me:“thankyouagainforallowingmetocrashhere

forafewdays.”

Her:“fewdays.”shelaughs.

Him:“youcanbenoisysometimesyouknowthat.”

Her:“Iknowbigbro.anywaysprincesstheusual

timeforthedayshiftis8amto4pm,thefactthat

youlivewiththebossesdoesn’tmeanyoushould

belateorleaveearly.Thereisalsoanightshit

whereyougetinat10pmandclockoutat6am.As

theyarefourweeksinamonthyouwillwork2

weeksofdayshiftand2weeksofnightshift.”

Him:“Iwillgiveyouoneofmycarssothatyou

won’thavetroublegettingtoworkevenwhenwe

arenotupyet”

Me:“Idon’tknowwhatIdidtodeserveyour



kindnessbutthankyousomuchtothebothofyou.

IreallythinkIshouldaddPrincessinmyID.”They

bothlaughandwefinisheating.Wejusttalkabout

theclubandIexcusemyselfandgotosleep.
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ThenextmorningIamwokenupbymyloud

annoyingalarm.Igetup,takeashower,wear

anotherpairofblackclothing,decidetocombmy

hairandletitlooseandgodownstairs.Vuyois

alreadyupbutisinhisPJs.Heissittingatthe

kitchencounterworkinginhislaptopanddrinking

coffee.Whenheseesmewalkingtohisdirectionhe

closeshislaptopandstandsuptohugme.Iswear

ifIhaveanotherhugfromhisperfectlyfitbody,his

armsgoshIwilljustdieinthem.

Him:“morningprincess,sorryImeanLwandeka.It’s

justthatyournameissounfamiliar”

Me:“IguessI’mararediamond.Morningtoyou

too.”



Him:“howwasyournight?”

Me:“sleptlikeababy,howwasyours?”

Him:“nothingcomparedtoyours.Isleptforonly2

hours.ImeanhowcanIsleepwhenmoneyis

awake?”Ichuckle.Itakeoutanapplefromthe

fridgeandsitoppositehim.

Me:“Iwillbeleavingforworkin5minutes”

Him:“withouthavingbreakfast?That’sthemost

importantmealoftheday.Atleasthaveacereal”

Me:“thankyoubutI’mfine”

Him:“youcanbestubbornsometimes.”

Me:“canIcommendyouonsomething?”

Him:“Icanneversaynotoacompliment.”Hesays

withasmirk.

Me:“Ilovetheculturediversityinyourclub.It’slike

youtriedtofitthewholeofAfricainonespace.It’s

ahealthyenvironmentreallyandIloveitvery

much.”

Him:“honestlyIneversawtheneedofnothiring



otherpeoplejustbecausetheyarefromoutside

SouthAfrica.WeareallAfricansattheendofthe

day.Theseareourbrothersandsisters.Ifwedonot

hirethemorempowerthem,whowill?”

Me:“wowspokenlikeanobleman.”

Him:“Itry,anywaysyourcarisinthedriveway.

Herearethekeys”

Hewalksmetothedoor.WhenwegetoutsideI

can’tbelievewhatmyeyesareshowingme.Iclose

themandopenthemasmanytimesasIcould.In

frontofmeisanAudiR8whichissilvergraymatte.

Iamoutofwordsandoutofbreath.

[11/21,10:18] :CHAPTER3B

ImeanifIownedacarlikethisI’dneverallow

anyonetodriveit,notevenmymom.IfIweretodie

I’dwantittobedestroyedandnexttomygravethey

woulddiganotherholetoputallitspartsinside.



Me:“youareborrowingmethiscar?Areyou

serious?Likeforreal?”

Him:“ifyou’renotcomfortableIcangiveyouthe

RollsRoyce.”

Damnhowmanyexpensivecarsdoesthisguyhas?

Itakethecarkeysfromhishandsandquicklyrush

inthecar.

Me:“seeyoulaterboss”

IcanhearhimlaughingatmebutIdon’twannaturn

back.Iarrivetoworkandstartmyshift.Thisdayis

goingveryslow.DuringmylunchbreakIdecideto

gooutandgetsomefreshair.Ispotacafénamed

BloomCoffeeandIgointogetalatteandmuffins,

staythereuntilIfinisheatingthenIgobacktowork.

WellIamaddictedtocoffeesoBloomisgoingtobe

mynewfavouriteplace.WhenIgetinIseeVuyo

andTDKatthebar,theyseemtobehavingfunsoI

justquicklywalkby,notdisturbingthem.Whenmy

shiftwasdoneIclockoffanddrivestraighthome.



AsIainDuncanSmithsaid:Luckisgreat,butmost

oflifeishardwork.Imayhavegotmyjobanda

shelterbyluckbutIstillhavetoworkhardto

achievewhatIreallywant.

[11/21,10:18] :CHAPTER4

*************************************

Weareboundtomeetwrongthingsforwrong

thingsareboundtomeetbut,whenthingsgowrong,

don’tbewrong,letthingsbewrong.–Ernest

AgyemangYeboah

*************************************

AfteramonthThandekafinallyallowedmetowork

thenightshift.Shewasalwayslike‘aprincess

needsherbeautysleepsoIdon’twantyouworking

atnight’,dramaticifyouaskmebecausenightshift

isinmycontract.Honestylivingwiththemhas

beenablast.Theyareverycoolpeoplealthough

sometimestheycanbebusyashell.Wedoeatout



sometimesandtheyhaveshowedmesomeofthe

businessesthattheyowninGauteng.HowIwishI

couldlivewiththemforeverbutallgoodthings

mustcometoanend.Ourfriendshiphas

strengthenedtosuchanextentthatwetelleach

otheralmosteverything.Yeah,that’showclosewe

are.Ialsoknowthattheyarebothsingle,forwhat

reasonIdon’tknow.

Onthisday,Iwakeup,freshenupanddealwithmy

nosoobedienthair.Iwearmydenimdungaree,

whitevestandwhiteall-starboot.Itakemybagand

headdownstairswhereIfindZethuandshehands

memybreakfast.IeatfastandheadtoZumbaHair

BeautyatBraamfontein,phelathegirlisworkingso

thegirlmightaswelldowhatotherworkingpeople

do.Idecideondoingtribalcornrows,nailsandwax.

Ipayupandleave.ImustsayIlookandfeel

beautiful.Itakeafewselfiesandpostthemon

InstagramandonWhatsAppstatus.Londeka

quicklystealsoneofthemandalsopostthemon

InstagramandonWhatsAppstatussaying:‘bigcc



slayingkoSandton’goshthisgirlistoomuch.

AnywaysIdecideondiningatMcDonald’ssoIhead

there,ordermyBigMac,eatandheadbackhome.

WhenIenterthelivingroomVuyoissittingonone

ofthecouchesbusyonhisphone.

Me:“afternoonMr.Sthole”helooksupandlooks

likehe’sseenaghost.

Him:“thesepicturesdon’tdoyouanyjustice.Damn

youlookhot.”Myinnerdivadoessomevoshos.He

noticesme.

Me:“wellthankyouVuyo.Iamgoingtorestnow.I

needtobefreshformyshift.”Idon’twaitforhimto

respond.Iquicklyheadtomyroomtotakemy

afternoonnap.

AtnightweeatsupperthenIgetdressedforwork,

bythistimeIhavereceivedmyuniform(whichis

justat-shirtwiththeclubnameandlogoandithas

mynamewrittenatthefront).Igodownstairsand

findVuyowatchingTVinthelounge.



Me:“I’mofftoworkVuyo.”

Heturnhisbackandwavesatme.Igetoutand

drivetowork.WhenIgetthereitisfullypacked,

mindyouitisaSaturdaynight.Istartmyshift.By

12:00amitissopackedthatIcan’tmovearound.

TDKadvisesthatIstaybehindthebarandjust

servethecustomersfromtherebecausethereisno

tellingtowhattheycandowhentheyaredrunk.

Whenmylunchhourcomes,(lolwesaylunchhour

evenatnight),Igoatthelockerroom,grabmy

phoneoutandgotositatanemptyVIPtableinthe

corner.Icheckmysocialmediaaccountsfor

anythinginteresting.WhileIambrowsingthrough

instagramsomedrunkguywithahugebellycomes

tositnexttome.

Him:heybeautiful,howmuchforawholenight?

Iamsoconfusedrightnow,Ihavenoclueofwhat

heistalkingaboutsoIkeepquietandcontinue



beingbusywithmyphone.

Him:“playinghardtogetIsee.”Godhisbreath

reeksofalcohol.

Ashesaythisheplaceshishandonmythigh,

tonightIamwearingblackshorts.Iremovehis

handandshiftawayfromhim.Heshiftseven

closersuffocatingmeinsuchawaythatIcan’t

breathe.Ishoutforhelpbutnoonecanhearme

becausethemusicisfuckingtooloud.Idon’tknow

whybecauseIlefthimathomebutIjustdialVuyo’s

number.Hepicksuponthefirstring.

Him:“hey,youalreadyonlunchbreak?Whereare

you?”

Me:“attheVIPareaonthecornertable,someguy

isharassingme”



Ihangup,theguyislikepossessed.Hekeepson

touchingme,wantingtokissme,pressingmetothe

corneruntilIcan’ttakeitanymore,IcryuntilVuyo

comeswithtwobouncers,theytaketheguyoutside

Idon’tknowwhathappenstohimandIdon’treally

care.Ican’tstopcryingsoVuyopicksmeupand

takesmetohisoffice.Hetriesgivingmesome

waterbutIdon’twantanything,Ijustwanttogo

home.Itrytalking,althoughmyvoiceishoarse.

Me:“ca…canyou…youpleasejusttakemehome?”

Hedoesn’trespond,hejusthelpsmeupandweexit

theclubthroughabackdoorwhichIhavenever

seenbefore.Wegetintohiscarandhedrivesas

fastashecan.Withinamatterofminutesweare

home.Ican’tmove,seemslikeIamstillshocked,

soVuyohelpsmeupandcarriesmetomyroom.

Heundressesmeanddressesmeinmypajamas.I

don’tknowwhetheritisbecauseoftheshockor

whatbutIdon’tmindhimdoingthat.Afterthathe



tucksmeinandgetsinmybedandcuddlesme.I

cryuntilIfallasleep.AtthemorningIwakeupand

TDKissleepinginthesamespotwhereherbrother

waslastnight.Shehearsmemovingandshe

wakesup.

Her:“princessareyouokay?”

Me:“IthinkIam.”

Her:“listenyouareourprincess,meaningwewould

hurtanyonewhowouldwannaharmyou,eventhe

presidenthimself.”Ismilefaintly.Iamworried

aboutnotfinishingmyshiftyesterday.Idon’twant

theStholesthinkingIamtakingadvantageofmy

jobbecauseIlivewiththem.

Me:“IamsorryIcouldn’tfinishmyshiftyesterday”

Her:“youareworriedaboutyourshift?Babesyour

wellbeingcomesfirst.Rightnowlet’sforgetabout

workandfocusonyourrecovery”

Recovery?Whatisshetalkingabout?WhenItry



movingthat’swhenIfeellittlepainonmyrightside,

andthenIrememberthattheguyfromtheclub

presseditsohardthatIcouldn’tmovenorbreathe.

Istandupandtrywalkingtothebathroom.That’s

whenVuyocomesinandhelpsmegettothe

bathroom.Heleavesmethereandclosesthe

bathroomdoor.Ihearhimtalkingtohissister.

Him:“goandhelpherbath.”

Her:“yessir,whathappenedtothatguy?”

Him:“don’tworryabouthim,heisinmorepainthan

sheis.”

TDKcomesintothebathroomandrunsahotbath

forme.HonestlyIthinkthatisalittleextremebut

theStholesaredramatic,soIshutmysmallmouth.

Igetinanddomybusiness.WhenIgetoutshe

handsmeatowelandhelpsmetotheclosettoget

dressedinmaroonpoloneck,maroonleggingsand

sleepers,thenheadtothebedroom.Whenweget

downstairswefindVuyocooking.Wesitatthe



barstools.Bythewayhelookssosexywearingan

apronandmovingaroundthekitchen,howIwishhe

wasmyhusband.Agirlcanonlydream.

Me:“youcancook?”

Him:“yeah,youcansayIamhusbandmaterial.”We

laugh,hecanbesillysometimes.

Me:“whereisZethu?”

Him:“shehadacommitmentsoIgaveherthe

morningoff,youmustbehungry.”

Me:“Iamstarving.IamverysorryforthedramaI

causedlastnight.Pleasedon’tfireme.”Hestops

cookingandsitsinfrontofmeandholdmyhands.

Him:“theonlypersonwhoshouldbesorryisthat

guywhoharassedyou.Nowomanshouldeverbe

subjectedtothat.I’mgladyoucalledme,callme

yourknightinshiningarmor.”IchuckleandIfeela

senseofrelief.LikeIsaidIdon’twantthemtothink

Iamtakingadvantageofmyjobornottakingit

seriously.Idon’tknowwhereIwouldstartifIwere



tolosethisjob.

TDK:“aslongasyoustickwithuswewillprotect

youandwewillalwaysbethereforyouwhenyou

needus.”Thesepeoplearesokindhearted,they

don’tbelonginthisworld.

Me:“Idon’tknowwhatIdidtodeserveyour

kindnessbutthankyouverymuch,andthankyou

forsavingmylife.”

Her:“Ifyoudon’tmindmeasking,whatdidthat

pervertsaytoyoulastnight?”

Me:“heaskedmehowmuchforthewholenight

andIignoredhimbecauseIwasconfusedandthen

hesaidIwasplayinghardtoget.That’swhenhe

startedtouching…”

Ican’tcompletethatsentence,Ifeeltearsinmy

eyesandIcan’tseemstopthem.Icrysilentlyuntil

bothofthemhugmesotightIfeelsafethenIstop

crying.Iknowsomepeoplemightfindmyact

‘dramatic’butIknowhowtheactofbeingsexually

violatedfeelslike,soformeitwaslikerelivingmy



traumaticpast(whichyouwillsoonknowabout).

Him:“prostitutioninmyclub?Whatthehell?

Someonehastoanswerforthis”

Her:“youthinkit’sher?”

Him:“whoelsecoulditbe?Hereeatyourfood

princesssothatyoucandrinkpainkillers.”

Hehandsmemyplateandalsogiveshissisterone.

AfterIamdoneeatingIdrinkmypillsandgotothe

longue.Theybothgotofreshenupandcomeback

tojoinme.Wearebonding,havingsmalltalksand

laughing.Theyhelpmegetmymindoffyesterday’s

incident.SomeoneknocksatthedoorandIjust

ignoreitbecausenobodywhomIknowknows

whereIlive.ZethuopensthedoorandNolubabalo

comesin.howdidshefindoutwhereIwasstaying?

Me:“Nolby?!”

Her:“LWANDEKAMNGUNI!”Bythetoneinher



voiceIknowsheisangry.

Vuyo:“morningtoyoutoomiss,wewillleaveyou

guystoitthen,princessifyouneeduswewillbeat

thestudy.”ShegivesVuyothedeathstare.Inodas

theystandupandmaketheirwaytothestudy.

Nolbysitsinfrontofmewaitingforananswertoa

questionshehasn’tasked.

Her:“well‘princess’whatisgoingonhere?Iwentto

checkonyouatthehotelandIdidn’tfindyouthey

saidyoucheckedoutamonthagoandyoudidn’t

bothertellingme!Iwenttoyourworkplaceand

that’swheretheytoldmewhereyouhadbeenliving

forthepastmonth!Idon’treallyknowwhydidn’t

youcomeandlivewithme.Iamyourfriend,Iam

thefirstpersonyoushould’vecalledwhenyou

neededaplacetocrash!”

Sheisstillshouting.Idon’thaveenoughstrengthto

arguewithhersoIjustbreatheoutloudly.

Me:“Iamsorryfriend,Vuyoofferedmeaplaceto

stayandhecouldn’ttakenoforananswer.”



Her:“andyoufeltrightintohistrap?Tellme,have

yousleptwithhim?”

Me:“Nolbyhowcanyouaskthat?Youoffallpeople

shouldknowbetter,orhaveyouforgottenwhoIam?

BothVuyoandTDKhavebeennothingbutgoodto

me.Vuyosavedmylifeyesterday.I’mforever

gratefultothem.”

Her:“savedyourlife?How?Whathappened?”

Me:“it’snothingIwouldliketodiscussrightnow,

maybesomeothertime.”

Her:“areyouokaythough?”Itrysittingupstraight

sothatIdon’tworryherandIamavoidingendless

questionsfromher.Zethubringsherjuice.

Me:“Iamfine,Iwillsurvive.Howareyou?”

Her:“I’mokay.AnywaysI’mgladyouarefine.Iwas

worriedaboutyou.”

Me:“relax,I’mabiggirlandI’msafehere.”

Her:“whenisyourdayoff?Iwanttotakeyouout

andspoilyoumyfriend.”

Me:“hitajackpotlately?”



Her:“Iwonthelottery.”

WelaughsohardthatIevenforgetabout

yesterday’sincident.IloveNolby.Sheistheonly

onewhocanhelpmecalmdownandtakemymind

offstressfulthings.Webecamefriendsatvarsity

duringorientation.ShestudiedBiochemistry,she

worksasajuniorQAtechnicianatMcCormick&

Company.Shehasalwaysbeenapartyanimal.I

don’tknowhowpartyingandsciencemeetandmix

butshemakesithappen.

Me:“assoonasIknowIwilltellyou.”

Her:“anywaysIwasjustcheckingyou.”

Me:“brunchtomorrow?I’monnightshiftdutythis

week.”

Her:“youknowIcan’tsaynotobrunch.Seeyou”

Shekissesmycheekandleave.Zethucomesand

togetherwewatchamovie.Wearelaterjoinedby

TDK.

[11/21,10:18] :CHAPTER5



*************************

Wedon’tletthebaddefineus,insteadwepick

ourselvesupandmoveon.–Unknown

*************************

LUVUYO

Me:“Ineedtobesomewhere.Takecareofmy

princess.”Isaytomysistertakingmywalletand

carkeysfrommystudytable.Ineedtogettothe

bottomofLwandeka’sincidentASAP.

Thandeka:“pleasebesafeanddon’tdoanything

stupidthatcangetyoukilledorarrested.”It’slike

shecanreadmymind.

Me:“pinkyswear.”

WehugandIheadtothedrivewaywhereDanvers

isalreadywaitingforme,whoalsohappenstobe

mydriver.Icanbelazysometimes,that’swhyI

hiredDanvers.WegostraighttotheclubandIcall

anurgentstaffmeeting.Thisharassmentissue



reallydidn’tsitmewell.Iamstartingtothinkthat

Lwandekaisn’ttheonlyvictimtothisbutlet’sjust

hopeitisnotasbadasIthink.Iswearifthatwas

thecaseIwouldfindthepimpandmakehimorher

pay.

Me:“yesterdayoneofmyemployeeswhogoesby

thenameofLwandekaMnguniwassexually

assaultedinhere,inthepublic’seye.Shesaidthe

guywhoassaultedherthoughtshewasaprostitute.

Idon’tknowwhowouldeverthinkthatwedo

prostitutioninthisclub.FromnowonIwantyou

guystokeepyoureyesandearsopen.Iwanna

knowthepersonresponsibleforthisandmake

thempay.Ifyouhaveanyinformationaboutthis

prostitutionbusinesspleasedocomeafore.

Meetingadjourned.”

IgotomyofficeandSomawhoismorelikemyPA,

bestfriendandbusinessassociatefollowsme.(He

isbasicallyeverythingtome).



Me:“Somawhatdoyouhaveforme?”

Him:“justasyoususpected.Theguyspilledthe

beansandguesswhothepimpis.”

Me:“thatbloodyEve.”ThisEvechickisreallyapain

intheass.LasttimeIfoundherdoingbusinessin

myclubIpromisedtogotothecopsandshe

promisedtoplayfarawayfrommybusinesses.I

don’tknowwhatchangedbutweareseriously

goingtohaveaproblem.Plusshetouchedmy

princess.

Him:“youguesseditrightboss.”

Me:“domeafavourSoma,paythisbitchalittle

visitandremindtostaythefuckawayfrommy

businesses.”

Him:“withpleasureboss.”Somaisveryloyal.He

hasbeenworkingformeforaslongasIcan

remembersoItrusthimwithmylife.

SomaleavesmyofficeandIopenmylaptopto

checksomeofmyemailsandabusinessproposal



fromakidinNorthWestwhowantstodobusiness

with.Hisproposalissureconvincingbutitlacks

someelements.Iwillhavetomeetupwiththiskid.I

finishworkandDanversdrivesmehome.

LWANDEKA

Thedaygoesbyveryslowly.Afterwatching2

moviesIleavethe2ladiesinthelongue.Idecideto

gotakeanap.IwakeupanditisdarkoutsidesoI

thinkitwastimetoprepareforwork.Itakea

shower,getdressedinmyworkuniformalthough

mybodyisinpainbutit’snottoomuch.Igo

downstairsandfindTDKandVuyoatthelongue

laughingcheerfully,Idecidetojointhem.

Her:“wheredoyouthinkyouaregoingmissy?”she

askslookingatmewithafrown.

Me:“work,whereelse?”

Her:“noworkforyouthisweek.Untilyoufully

recoveryouareonhousearrest.AnduntilI’msure



youareokaymentallyyouarenotgoinganywhere.”

Me:“mentally?Youmeanyouaregoingtomake

me…”

Her:“talktoatherapist?Yesprincess.Whatyou

wentthroughwastraumatic.Youneedtorecover

fullyphysicallyandmentally.”

Me:“Idounderstandbutthereisnoneedtogofor

therapy.Ihavebeenthroughalotandthistooshall

pass.Pleasedon’tmakemegofortherapy.”Isay

lookingatbothofthemwithpleadingeyes

Her:“okayitsfine,ifyoudon’twanttogowewon’t

forceyou”

Me:“thankyouThah”

Him:“nowthat’soutthewaygogetchanged,we

areeatingouttonight.”

Me:“yessir.”

Igoupstairsandchangeintoanudelongsleevet-

shirt,whitehighwaistskinnyjeans,nudeknee

lengthcoat(becauseitisabitchilly),brownblock

heelsandtakeabrownhandbag;putonsomelight



makeupandgobackdownstairs.

Vuyo:“wow,youlookstunning.”

Me:“thankyou”

TDK:“dudeyoujusthadtopullyoursupermodel

look?”Ilaughather

Me:“you’recrazy,whatsupermodellookareyou

talkingabout?”shestandsupandgivesVuyoher

phone.

Her:“herebeagoodphotographerandtake

pictures,highqualityorelsewearegoingtohavea

problem.”Icontinuelaughingather.Bythewayshe

iswearingblacklongsleevedt-shirt,blackleather

pants,redkneelengthcoat,andredstilettosand

toppeditoffwithaLouisVuittonbag.AndVuyois

wearingpowderblueformalshirt,navydresspants

andnavyformalshoes.Hestartstakingpictures.

OneofthehelperspassesbyandIaskhertotake

picturesofthethreeofus.Shedoesgladlyand

keepsoncomplementingus.Whensheisdoneshe

excusesherself.



TDK:“I’mdrivingtheRoyce.”

Vuyo:“onescratchandyou’redead.”

WegooutsideandweallgetintoVuyo’sMaroon

RollsRoyceGhostandweleave.IfeellikeQueen

Elizabethinthiscar.NowIknowhowroyaltyfeels

like.WegotoaplacecalledMontecasino.This

placeisbeyondamazing,itisoutofthisworld,even

thesmellinsideislikeheaven[asifI’vebeenthere].

Averyprettyladycomestousandleadsustoour

table,wesitdownandshegivesusmenus.We

orderandwaitforourfood.TDKsendsmesomeof

thepictureswetookandIpostthemandcaption:

‘myguardianangels’.Shepostsonewherethereis

thetwoofusandonewherethereisthethreeofus

andcaptions:‘shebroughtlightintoourlives’,

ncoaw.VuyoalsopostslikeTDKandcaptions:‘the

twomostimportantwomeninmylife’,okaynow

that’sdeep.Londekaalsostealsonewiththethree

ofusandcaptions:‘can’twaittoturnupwithy’all’,

geezthiskidlikeWTF?



Me:“sowhereareyouguysoriginallyfrom?”

Thandekaclearsherthroat.

TDK:“wewerebornandraisedinNorthernCape,

BarklyWest.WhenLuvuyofinishedmatricour

parentswereinvolvedinacarcrash,sadlythey

didn’tsurvive.MybrothercamehereinJozitolook

forajob.YearslaterIjoinedhimandhereweare.

Howaboutyou?”

Me:“IwasraisedbybothmyparentsinKwa-Zulu

NatalinavillagecalledUMzimkhulu.Ihave3

youngersiblings.MyfatherdiedintaxiwarswhenI

was17.Ifinishedmatricandwenttostudy

AgriculturalSciencesattheUniversityofZululand.

Nowit’sjustmymomandmysiblings.”

Vuyo:“wewishtomeetyourfamily.Maybetheyare

asniceasyou.”



TDK:“youshouldinvitethemoverduringthe

thanksgivingweekend.Wehavenofamilysoweget

boredduringthanksgivingandendupspendinglots

ofmoneyonunnecessarythings.”Foodcomeand

westarteating.

Me:“Iwilltalktomymom.Vuyo,youever

attemptedonlookingforanapartmentforme?”

Him:“whatfor?Wehaveenoughspaceathome

andafteryesterday’sincidentIamnotlettingyou

go.Whatifyouwereatyourflat,alone?I’dnever

forgivemyselfifsomethingbadhappenstoyou.”

Talkaboutanoverlyprotectiveboss.

Me:“whydoyoufeeltheneedoftakingcareof

me?”

Him:“IhavebeeninJoziforalongtime.Ihave



seengirlsfromalloverSouthAfricabeingexploited

andforcedintodoingthingstheydon’tlikejust

becausetheyareinneedofmoney.Idon’twant

thattohappentoyou.Livingwithusgivesyoua

chancetosendenoughmoneyhomewithout

havingtoworryaboutpayingyourbills.”

Me:“nowthatyouputitthatwayIfinally

understand.Sohowcomeyouhavesomanycars

andownsuchabeautifulhouse?Youearnedall

thatmoneyfromAlloy?”

Him:“youareaskingifI’minvolvedinshady

businesses.WellIownmanynightclubsand

restaurantshereinGautengandineachprovince

andothersmallbusinesses.Ihavesharesinbig

companiesalso.ButnoMissMnguniItryveryhard

tostayawayfromillegalbusinesses.”

Me:“wowthatexplainsalot.Soyouspeak

Afrikaans?”



Theylaughandjustcontinueeating.Inevergetmy

answerthough.Wefinisheatingandthewaiter

bringsusdessert.Ishoveminedowninamatterof

seconds.Theybothlookatmesurprised.

Me:“what?”

Vuyo:“Ihaveneverseenyoueatlikethis.Youmust

reallylovethischocolatepudding.”

Me:“itismyfavouritedessertinthewholeworld.

Sorryforembarrassingyou.”

TDK:“nodon’tapologizedear,ifyouarehappywe

arehappy.”

Wefinishourdesertsandthebothofthembattle

forthebillbutThandekawinsandshepaysandwe



leave.WhenwegethomeIamtiredsoIgoupstairs

andlayonmybed,takeoutmyphoneandcallmom.

Sheanswersafterafewrings.

Mom:“Lwandekawami.”

Me:“mom,howareyou?”

Her:“I’mfinemychild.Howareyou?Youfounda

placetostayyet?Whyhaven’tyoucalled?You’ve

beendistant,iseverythingokay?”Momwithher21

questions.

Me:“momI’mfinethanksforaskingandyes,I

foundaplacetostay.Ilivewithmybossesatthis

hugemansioninSandton.Theysaidyouand

Lwando,LandesihleandLondekacancomeand

visitusfortheThanksgivingweekendandbefore

youfreakoutitisamaleandafemale.Anddon’t

worryaboutmysafety,thishouseislikeafortress,

wehavesomanyguardshere.”

Mom:“I’mgladyoufoundaplacemychild.Iwill

havetotalktoyoursiblingsaboutThanksgiving.

Youshouldalsocomeandvisituswhenyouget



somefreetime.”

Me:“don’tworrymyqueenIwill,butsince

Thanksgivingisaroundthecorneryouwillbethe

firstonestovisit.”

Her:“youreallywon’ttakenoforanswer?”Ichuckle.

Me:“comeonmom,Iwillcoverallyourtravel

expensesjustsayyes.”

Her:“finewewillbethere.Goodnightmyprincess

mommylovesyou.”

Me:“Iloveyoutooyourhighness.”

Shehangsup.Itakeoffmyclothes,shoesandbra

andgetunderthecovers.Iswitchoffmyphoneand

sidelampandthendrifttosleepinamatterof

seconds.

[11/21,10:18] :CHAPTER6

***********

Thepurposeofourlivesistobehappy.–Dalai

Lama



**********

Iwakeupthefollowingdayfeelingverytired.I

checkthetimeanditis9:30.DamnImusthave

beentiredlastnightthatIsleptsolongwithout

evenwearingpajamas.Igotofreshenupandwhen

Icomebackmybedisalreadymadeup.Thislifeis

newtome.Ialwaysmakemyownbed.Iweara

mustardshortdress,adenimjacketandwhite

superstarsneakers.Iapplyasmallamountofmake

-upandapinkmattelipstick.Itakemystylishblack

andwhitesmallbackpack,Iputmywallet,my

lipstickandmycarkeys,wellVuyo’scarkeys.Igo

downstairsandZethuhasalreadymademesome

breakfast.

Zee:“morningsisLwandeka,Ihopeyousleptwell.I

alsohopeyouarenotmadatthehousekeeperfor

makingyourbed,itisjustthatwewereall

instructedtotreatyoulikeroyaltysodoyoublame

us?”



Me:“it’sfine.Vuyocanbedramaticsometimes.”

Her:“tellmeaboutit.”Sherollshereyesandwe

laugh.“Hereisyourfood.”Shehandsmemyfood.

IeatupandthenreceiveatextmessagefromNolby

whichreads“Ihopeyouweren’tcaughtupin

Luvuyo’sabsandforgotaboutourbrunch,seeyou

inafew,XOXO”.Thisgirlcanbeextreme

sometimes.Ijustlaughathermessage.Iplacemy

backpackatthekitchencounterandgooutsideby

thepoolandchilluntilmydatewithyouknowwho.

IdecidetocallmysisterLondekawhoanswerson

thefirstring.

Londeka:“heystranger.”Thisgirlisalwayshyper,I

thoughtvarsitywouldhumbleherbutIguessIwas

wrong.

Me:“heylilsis,howareyou?Howisvarsitytreating

you?”

Her:“I’mgood,can’tcomplain.SowhatisitthatI

hearabouthavingusatyourboyfriend’splacefor

Thanksgiving?”Irollmyeyes.



Me:“bossnotboyfriend,andtheyinsistedand

couldn’ttakenoforananswer.”

Her:“sinceyou’repayingforthetravellingexpenses

Ihavenoexcuse.”

Me:“queenofexcuseshasnoexcuse,wow,where

isthatPhDofyourswhenyouneed?”

WellLondekaalwayshadexcuseswhenwewere

growingup.Likeanexcuseforliterallyeverything.

Youtellhersheneedtobathatleast2timesaday

andshewilltellyouthataccordingtodoctorswe

reallydon’tneedtoshowereveryday,yeah

sometimesshewasveryannoying.Oneofthe

helpersbringsmejuiceandIjustsmileathimand

heleavesimmediately.

Her:“buymesomethingnicethatside,callita

Thanksgivinggift.”Challengeswedeputyparents

meet,eishthiskid.

Me:“andyouwillalsowantmeanotherChristmas

giftonChristmas.”



Her:“youareworkingnow,youhavetopamperus

deputyparent.HeeIseeyouareslayingon

Instagramdayandnightyoudon’tgiveachanceto

recover.Whyareyousocruel?”Ilaughsohard.

Me:“thischildthough,byesisseeyouon

Thanksgiving.”Beingavarsitystudentalsoteaches

youfashionsense.Themkidsdon’tplaywhenit

comestodressingupsoyouhavetobringyou’reA

gamebabes.

Ihangupandcontinuerestingthere.Idon’tknowif

henoticesmebutVuyojumpsintothepool.Itryso

hardnottostarebutIfaildismally.Heswimfora

fewminutesandcomesoutofthepooltomy

direction.JesusChrist,hisbody,his8packs.The

devilissurelytestingme.Iendupchockingonmy

juice.

Him:“morningprincess,hopeyousleptwell.You

lookgoodbytheway.”

Me:“thankyouandIdidsleepwell.”Hesitsonmy

chairandplacemyfeetonhislaprightafterplacing



atowelonhislap,IlethimbeeventhoughIam

wearingshoes.

Me:“Ispoketomymomandsheagreedtocome

withmysiblingsforThanksgiving.”

Him:“okay,IwilltellThandekatobookthemflights

andgeteverythingtheywillneed.”

Me:“don’tworryabouttheirtravellingexpenses,I’ve

gotitcovered.”

Him:“it’sasevenhourdrivefromKZNtohere,an

eighthourbusride.Youdon’twantthemtosituntil

theirbuttshurtlikehell.”

Me:“youcan’tjustletmedothisonethingLuvuyo?

Iamnevergonnawinwithyou.Igiveup.”

Istandupandgoinsidethehouse.Hefollowsme

running.Zethuisinthekitchenandquicklymoves

tothelivingroom.

Him:“whathaveIdonewrongnow?”

Me:“nooffencebutIthinkyoushouldallowmeto

takesomeresponsibilityforonceMr.Sithole.”



Him:“youcallingmebymysurname,Ireally

messedup.I’msorryhey,youcanpayfortheir

ticketsifthatiswhatyouwant.”

Ismileathim,takemybackpackandgotothe

garage.Vuyohasgivenmepermissiontouseany

ofhiscarssoIstoppedusingtheR8becauseit

attractsthievesandstartedusingthenavyblue

VolkswagenGolf7‘R’whichisonemyfavourite

carsbytheway.Bythewayhehas5cars(thatI

knowof):theAudiR8,VWGolf7,RangeRover

Evoque,RollsRoyceGhostandaMercedesBenz

AMG634G-wagenwhichIhaveneverseenhim

using.Thandekaowns3cars(thatIknowof):

MercedesBenzGLC300dCOUPE,BMW8Series

ConvertibleandaVWGolf8GTI.Thereisalsoa

HyundaiH1inthegaragebutIdon’tknowtheexact

ownerofit.MindyouSomaandDanversrarelyuse

thesecarswhentheyaredrivingthemaround.They

normallydriveVuyowiththeNissanQashqaiand

TDKwiththeAudiA1Sportback,Iguessthosealso

belongtothem.



Igetinanddrivetothemall.WhenIarrivesheis

alreadywaitingformeattheparkinglot.Wegotoa

fewclothingshopsandbuyafewclothesusingher

moneyofcourse.WegettoTotalSportsandIsee

theNikeAirMaxAxisMidBlackShoeLondeka

alwayswantedanddecidetopurchasethem.

MyphonevibratesinmybagandboomanSMS,

banknotificationreally.‘CapitecMoneyIn.+R10

000,Reference:Mr.L.Sthole.Bafethuthisguyhas

someloosescrewsinthehead.Whointheirright

mindswilljustgivesomeone10koutoftheblue?

Imagineifhehadagirlfriend,howmuchwouldbe

hermonthlygirlfriendallowance?Somepeopleare

blessedserious.Butkebahlaliisiphiwo

asibuyiselwaemuvaandIain’tgonnakeepwhining

‘ohhyoushouldn’thave’or‘Idon’tneedyourmoney

blahblah’.Truthisweallneedizakaguyssothere

isnoneedtobemodestaboutitwhensomeone

ekuphanjefromthebottomoftheirheart.



Itakeoutmycardandswipeitandwegointo

anotherstore.IdecidetobuygiftsforVuyo

(cufflinksandtiepinset)andThandeka(Clarissa

QuiltedChainTan)tothankthem,Iwillgiftthemon

Thanksgiving.Ialsobuygiftsformom(Puma

ProvokeXTWomen'sTrainingShoes),Lwando

(NikeLegend8ClubFGBlackBoot),Landesihle(6-

inchLitBootPurpletimberland)andZethu(Neo

WingedTote)ofcourse.Wefinishedshoppingand

wenttodineatOceanBasket.BackinvarsityNolby

likedtotakemetoOceanBasketorFishaways,she

saidseafoodislifeandshewasn’tlying.Weorder

andwait.

Me:“wearehavingaThanksgivingweekendatthe

Sitholemansion.MomandthetripleL’swillalsobe

thereso…”shedoesn’tevenwaitformetofinish.

Her:“honeyifitinvolvesfreefoodanddrinkscount

mein.”

Me:“you’rerich,howcomeyoulovefreebies?”

Her:“honeyinordertostayrichyoumustn’tover



spendandyoumustacceptfreebiesanddon’tlet

peopleknowyou’rerich,theywilluseyouandleave

youbroke.”

Me:“soallrichpeopledothat?”

Her:“onlythesmartones.”

OurfoodcomesandweeatandwhenwearedoneI

offertopaythebillandafterthatfreebiesspeechI

figuredNolbywon’thaveaproblemwithmepaying.

Wegetoutoftherestaurantandsayourgoodbyes

andthenpartourways.IdrivehomeandwhenIget

thereitisalready4pm.Ididn’trealizewespentso

muchtimeatthemall.Itakeallmyshoppingtomy

room,lockitupinmycloset.Iopenmylaptopand

buymyfamilybusinessclasstickets.

AfterthatIcallmomandtellherabouttheirflight.

Sheissuperexcitedandabitscaredfortheyoung

onesbecausetheyhaveneverbeenonaplane

before.TodayisMondayandtheirflightison

Wednesdayafternoon.WesayourgoodbyesandI

hangup.Itakeanapandwakeuparound7.I



freshenupandgodownstairs.IfindVuyoand

Thandekaatthediningtableandjointhem.

TDK:“lookwhodecidedtograceuswithher

presencetonight.Yourhighness.”Shedoesa

dramaticbow.Ichuckleandstarteating.

Me:“heyThah,Vuyo.”

Her:“okay,what’supwithyoutoo?WhatdidI

miss?”

Me:“nothing,IinvitedNolbyforThanksgiving,I

hopeyoudon’tmind.”

Her:“aslongasshewon’tbeasloudandrudeas

shewasthelasttimeshewasherethemorethe

merrier.”

Vuyo:“arewegood?”

Me:“whywouldn’twebe?”

Her:“okaydidyouguyshavesexinmyabsence?”

MeandVuyo:“NO!!!”

Her:“itwouldn’tbeabadthing,Imeanyoubothare



adults,sospill.”

Me:“wehadalittlemisunderstandingthismorning

butitwasresolved.AndVuyothanksforthemoney

eventhoughyouwentalittleoverboard.”

Him:“wearebackonfirstnamesbasis,wereally

areokay.”Ilaughathim.Heseemedreallynervous

whenIjoinedthemandnowheisabitrelaxed

TDK:“whatmoney?”

Me:“IwenttohavebrunchwithNolbyandoutof

thebluehesendsme10k.”

TDK:“you’restingybro,10konly?”

Him:“ifIgavehermoreshewould’vecomplained

justlikesheiscomplainingnow.”Irollmyeyes.

Me:“youguysaretalkingaboutthousandRands

likesomecents.”

TDK:“wedidtellyouthatthemoneyistoomuch,

sometimeswedon’tknowwhattodowithit.So

givemybrotherabreakforbeinggenerous.”She

smirks.

Me:“youguysaresodramaticshame,Igiveup.”



WeeatandwhenwearedoneItakethedishesto

thekitchenandwashthem.Igotomyroomand

wearmyuniformandwaituntiltheyareasleepand

Iheadtowork.Iclockinandstartworking,itisn’t

packedupsomyjobisveryeasy.

DuringmylunchhourIjuststayatthelockerroom

withmyphone,watchingvideosonYouTube.Aviwe

getinandwehavealightconversationandIinvite

herandLebototheThanksgivingdinner.Sheis

veryexcitedaboutit,shesaysshehasneverbeen

totheSitholemansion,noemployeehaseverwent

thereexceptformeofcourse.

MylunchbreakisoverandIgetbacktowork.I

clockoutat6amanddrivehome.WhenIarrive

thereThandekaandVuyoareoutsidestretching,

theyalwaysdothatbeforetheirmorningjog.I

usuallyjointhemwhenIamonthedayshift.Ipark

thecaronthedrivewayandleavethecarkeys

inside.WhenIamreallytiredIusuallydothatand



oneoftheguardstakeitandparkitinthegarage

andbringthekeysinmyroom.

Thandeka:“youshould’vetoldusyouweregoingto

workinsteadofsneakingout.”

Me:“morningtoyoutooguys.I’dlovetostayand

chatbutmybediscallingme.Seeyoulater.”

Vuyo:“seeyoulatermissstubborn.”

Igiggleandenterthehouse.Itakeaquickshower

andthenitislightsout.Iwakeupandcheckthe

time,itis12:30.Iwearmybabypinksleeveless

kneelengthcottondress,adenimjacketandwhite

Levi’ssneakersandthengodownstairs.Ifind

Thandekaatthekitchencounter.

Her:“goodyou’reawake,nowwecanwritedownall

thethingswewillbeneedingfortheThanksgiving

andalltheotherstuffwewillbeneeding.Weare

goinggroceryshopping!”Shesaysthatandher



facelightsup.

Me:“youareexcitedaboutgroceryshopping?”what

couldreallyexciteapersonaboutdoinggroceries

becausethatshitcanbetiringashell.

Her:“yeah,it’sbeenalongtimesinceIwentgrocery

shopping.”

Me:“whyisthat?”

Her:“LuhandIdon’thavetime.Wejustletour

helpersgetitforus.”

[11/21,10:19] :CHAPTER7

*****************************************************

******

Thetruthis,unlessyouletgo,unlessyouforgive

yourself,unlessyouforgivethesituation,unless

yourealizethatthesituationisoveryou,youcannot

moveforward.–SteveMaraboli

*****************************************************

******



THANDEKA

Iamsureyouhavebeenwaitingformystory.WellI

amThandekaCharlotteSithole.Mybrothercallsme

Charlottewhenheisreallypissedatme.Heisa

dramakingthatone,Itellyou.Iam3yearsyounger

thanhimwhichmakesme25yearsold.Ithas

alwaysbeenthetwoofussinceprimaryschool.He

hasalwaysbeenthebigbrotherwhotakesgood

careofmeeventhoughsometimesIfeltannoyed

byhisbehavior.Whenourparentspassedonhe

turnedintoaparentfigureforme.Whenhewas

leavingforJoziheaskedmetocomewithhim,to

transferschools.Ididn’twanttobeaburdentohim

soIinsistedonstayingbehindandjoininghim

whenIwasfinishedwithhighschool.

Lifewithouthimwastough.Igotsexuallyabused

manytimes,bysomethieveswholivedinour

townshipandtheunclewhoIlivedwith.Ididn’ttell

LuhaboutthatbecauseIknowhowhecanget



whenheisangry.Hebecomesadifferentperson

that’swhyhedoesn’tgetangryeasily.WhenIwas

finallygoingtoJozi,Ipoisonedallthementhat

rapedmeandtheydied.Imovedinwithmybrother

andImustsaymyheartandmindwereatpeace.I

didn’tfeelbadforkillingallthosebastards,they

deserveditandifIgotachanceI’ddoitagain.My

brotherinsistedthatIgotocollegetostudy

businessmanagementcoursessothatIcanrunhis

businesses.Ialsogotinitiatedtoagangcalledthe

Hunters,Idon’tdomuchtherebutwhenthingsget

reallybadIgearupandfacewarandthegangalso

cleanupaftermesometimeswhenIleaveamess.

Whenhetoldmeaboutthisgirlhemetattheclub

hisfacelightenedupIcouldseethathereallyloved

herandwhenmybrotherishappyIamhappy.I

haveneverbeeninlovebefore.Sillyright?A25year

oldwhohasneverbeeninlove?CrazyItellyou.

ThingisaftertherapesagasIneverreallytrusted

menandputmyselfouttheretobevulnerableto

them.Ijustgrabandsmash.Ihavefuckbuddies,



onenightstands,lifeisgood.Imaybealittle

addictedtosexbecauseIcan’tgetthrough48

hourswithoutit.MaybejustmaybeinfutureIwill

considertherapybutfornowIamjustenjoyinglife.

LWANDEKA

WegettoBryanstonandstartatCheckers.Webuy

everythingthatisinourlist.Wecamewithustwo

oftheguards.Whenwearedonewiththefoodthey

takeittothecars.Weheadbackinsideandwe

bumpintothischickwithaguy,theyseemtoknow

TDK.

Her:“heyguys,Ididn’tseeyouthere.Thisis

LwandekaMnguniagoodfriendofmineandLwah

thisisKhweziandThabiso,wegowayback.”We

shakehands.

T-bone:“wehaveheardalotaboutyou,Imustsay

youaremorebeautifulinperson.”

Her:“behaveT,ifyougonearherwearegoingto



haveaproblem.”Theyalllaugh.

Khwezi:“nicetomeetyouMaMnguni,nowIsee

whyJobeissmitten.Youareonanotherlevelof

hotness,damngirl.”Igiggleathercomment.

Me:“thanksforthecomplimentsguysandit’sa

pleasuretomeetyou.”

Khwezi:“weshouldgooutsometimes.”

TDK:“don’tagreeLwah,issatrap.Thesepeople

partyfromsunsettosunrisetosunset.Theyare

goingtocorruptyou.”KhweziandThabisoboth

laugh.

Khwezi:“itwasnicemeetingyouMaMnguni,hope

wecanmeetsoonagain.”Theysaytheirgoodbyes

andwegototheliquorstore.

Thandeka:“seeanythingyoulike?”

Me:“let’sbuyTanquerayandAbsoluteVodka.”

Thandeka:“OMG!Ineverpicturedyouasavodka

girl.”Shegrins.

Me:“neverjudgeabookbyitscover.”Isaywitha

smirk.



Wetakethevodkasandsomewineandabottleof

JamesonforLuvuyo,accordingtoThandekaitis

hisfavorite.Wepayandgivetheplasticstothe

guards.

Her:“Iamstarving,let’sgrabsomelunchatCafé’

DelSolBotanico.”

Me:“yesma’am.”

WegettoCafé’DelSolBotanicoandhavelunch

overlightconversation.ItisanItalianrestaurant.

Thereisaguywhokeepsonstaringatmeweirdly

whoissittingatatablenexttoours.Inearlychoke

onmyfood.

Thandeka:“areyouokay?”

Me:“yeah,thatguyhasbeenstaringatmesincewe

walkedinandhasn’tstopped.Heismakingmefeel

uncomfortable.”Thandekastandsupandgotohis



table.Sheshouts.

Her:“MOTHERFUCKERKEEPYOURPRYINGEYES

TOYOURWOMANSITTINGINFRONTOFYOUAND

STOPMAKINGOTHERPEOPLEUNCOMFORTABLE,

CAPISH?!”

Henods.Shecomesbacktoourtable.Thelady

sittingwiththeguystartshouting,shethenslap

himandexittherestaurant.

Me:“thatwentwell.”

Welaughandfinishourmeal,TDKpaythebilland

wegohome.Wegettherearound5:30pm,wefind

Vuyotalkingtohisphoneatthefrontdoor.Whyis

heoutside?Hehangsuphisphoneandhelpuswith

thegroceries.Wepackeverythingtothecupboards

andfridge.TDKthentakeoutsomegrapesinthe

fridgeandputthemonthekitchencounter.Weall



sitbyitandeatthegrapes.

Vuyo:“ItooktheGTItoservice,youwillbeusing

theEvoquefornoworwhichevercaryou’re

comfortablein.”

Ofcoursehedidthatonpurpose.Ioverheardhim

talkingtoSomatheotherdayandhesaidhelikes

mebetterintheR8ortheEvoque.AyyVuyoisa

dramakingItellyou.WelltoobadIlovetheGTI

morethenallofhiscars.Hehandsmethekeys.

Me:“yesboss.”

TDK:“Iwillgiveyoutheweekendoffsothatyou

canspendsomequalitytimewithyourfamily.”

Me:“comeonboss,I’vebeenwiththemfor24years.

Whatqualitytimeareyoutalkingabout?Icando

nightshiftsboss.Please.Myfamilycandriveme

insanesometimes.Ifthereissomeonewhoneeds

qualitytimewithmyfamilyit’syouguys.Plusyou



aretheonewhoinsistedtheycomehere.”

Vuyo:“youshouldhavebeenalawyerbecauseyou

sureknowhowtoargueprincess.Anywaysitisfine

youcangotowork.”

Me:“thanksboss.”

Myphonerings,whenIcheckthescreenitisZipho

myhighschoolsoulmate,wellexsoul-mate.What

theheckdoeshewant?Iaskmyself.Ithenexcuse

myselfandgobythepoolandanswerit

Me:“hey.”

Him:“myhighschoolsweethearthowareyou?”

Me:“I’mokayandyou?”

Him:“I’mfine.IheardyouwereinJozi.Whydidn’t

youtellme?”



WhythehellwouldIdothat?Themotherfucker

cheatedonmemultipletimesanddidn’teven

apologize,hejustwenttoJoziandIneverheard

fromhimagain.

Me:“whatdoyouwantZipho?”

Him:“IthoughtIsawsomeonelikeyouinSandton

todayandwhenIgotcloseyouleftthemall.I

wantedtofollowyoubutIdidn’twantyouthinkingI

wasstalkingyouorsomething.ThethingisInever

stoppedthinkingaboutyou.Canwehavebrunch

tomorrowandjusttalk?”

Me:“yourexactwordswere‘whatamIsupposedto

dowhenyouaredenyingmethecookie?Iam

fuckintiredofjerkingoff.IamamanandIalso

haveneedsanditisveryhardtobeinarelationship

withfuckinVirginMary’.Ihavenothingtosayto

youZipho”



Ihangupanddeletehisnumber.Ireallydon’tknow

whyIstillhaditinmyphone.Iaddhisnumberto

theblacklist.Igobackinsidethehouseandjustgo

tomyroomtotakeanap.Iwakeuparound8pm.I

freshenup,wearmyuniform,putonsomesimple

makeup.Itakemybackpack,putmypurseinitand

carkeysandmylipstick.Igodownstairsandfind

TDKandVuyointhelivingroomwatchingTV.Igo

tothekitchen,putmybagonthecounter,openthe

microwave,takeoutmyfood,sitonthekitchen

counterandstarteating.Vuyocomesinandsit

oppositeme.

Vuyo:“everythingokayprincess?”

Inodandcontinueeating.Iamnotinthemoodof

talking.Ziphohaddrainedallmyenergy.AllIwant

todoistogettoworkandburymyselfinit.

Vuyo:“wasitthephonecallyougotearlier?”



Me:“don’tworryaboutmeIwillbefine.”

Him:“soyouarenotfine?Tellmewhohurtmy

princessandIwillchopthemintopiecesandfeed

themtothelionsatLion&SafariPark.”Ichuckle.

Thisguyiscrazy.

Me:“anex-boyfriendwhoreallyreallybrokemy

heartbackinhighschoolcalledandsaidhewanted

tomeet.Iwasnotangryatthefactthathewanted

tomeetbutIjustrememberedallthehurtfulthings

hesaidtomebackthen.Hemademedoubtmyself

asawoman.Mylevelofconfidencedroppedfrom

80%to0%.Toaddsalttothewoundhejustleftfor

Joziandnevercameback.Ihaven’theardfromhim

untiltoday.Ijusthatehimwitheveryounceof

bloodinmybody.”

Him:“whatishisname?”

Me:“Iwon’ttellyouhisname.”

Him:“IpromiseIwon’tthrowhiminthelion’sden.I

willjusthaveamantomantalkwithhim.”

Me:“let’sjustfocusonThanksgivingandforget

aboutthepasthey.”



Ipullhischeeksandhejustlaughsatme.Ifinish

eatingandwashmyplate.Ithentakeabottled

waterfromthefridge.Itakemybagandgotothe

garage.Vuyofollowsme.

Him:“goodbyeprincess”Igetinthecarandopen

thewindow.

Me:“thereissomethinginyourgoodbyethat

troublesme.”

Him:“IamgoingtoNorthWestat10pmbutIwillbe

backtomorrowafternoon.Therearesomethings

thatsidethatneededmyurgentattentionand

presence.”

Me:“okayseeyoutomorrowafternoon.”

[11/21,10:19] :CHAPTER8

*****************************

Yesterdayisnotourstorecover,buttomorrowis

ourstowinorlose.–LyndonB.Johnson.



*****************************

Idriveoff,hesayssomethingbutIdon’thearhim.I

drivetoworkandIhave10minutestospare.Iget

insideAlloyandfindLeboandAviwetalkingatthe

bar.Ithenheadtothem.

Me:“myfavouritecouple.Ihopeyoustillremember

aboutThanksgivingdinner.”

Aviwe:“howcanweforget,Iamsoexcitedtosee

Jobe’shouse.”

Lebo:“metoo,Iheardithad2floors.Ican’twaitto

seehiscarcollection.”

TDKinterruptsher.Waitwhendidshegethere?I

leftherathome



Her:“andwecan’twaittohostyou.Nowthetables

won’tservethemselvesladies,enoughchitchat,get

towork.”Ismile.Shewinksatme.

Me:“yesboss.”

Istartmyshiftandserveafewtables.Itisnearly

mybreaktime.TDKcallsmetoservetablenumber

8.Itakethemenuandgothere.

Me:“eveningsirandwelcometoAlloy,hereisyour

menu.Nowwhatwouldyouliketoorder?”

ThecustomerraiseshisheadandIsweartoGodI

wanttheearthtoswallowmerightthereandthen.It

isZiphointheflesh.Itrysmilingbecausewewere

toldtoalwayssmileatthecustomer.

Zipho:“Wawawhatacoincidence.Iwillpayyou

500bucksjusttohaveachatwithyou.”Hesays

withhisannoyinggrinorisitasmirk?



Me:“hereisthemenu.Callmewhenyouareready

toorderorcallanothercolleagueofmine.”

IplacethemenuatthistableandjustwhenIam

abouttotakeoffhegrabsmyhand.IswearIwant

toslaphimbutIdon’twanttomaketheother

customersuncomfortable.

Zipho:“sitdownbeforeyouloseyourjobhoney.”

Ijustlaughathimandsitoppositehim.Ifonlyhe

knewthatIsharethesamehousewiththebosses

hewouldn’tbethreateningmyjob.Andifheonly

knewthatVuyowantedtoservehimtothelions’

denhewouldletmego.

Me:“makeitquickIdon’thaveallnight.”

Zipho:“unblockmeandallowmetotakeyououtfor



lunchtomorrow.”

Me:“IamaverybusypersonZiphoandIreally

don’thavetimetoentertainyou.Justsayyour

peaceandleavemealone.”

Zipho:“IamsorryforhowItreatedyoubackthen.I

wasafooltoletyougoandIregretbreakingyour

heartandleavingwithoutsayinggoodbye.Canwe

bejustfriendsatleast?”

Istandupandstartshoutinghim.

Me:“6YEARSZIPHO!6YEARSANDALLYOU

COULDCOMEUPWITHISALAME2LINE

APOLOGY?IDON’TEVERWANNASEEYOUORLET

ALONEBREATHETHESAMEAIRWITHYOU,I

HATEYOU,YOUBROKEMEANDLEFTME.YOU

DESERVETOBURNINHELL.IFUCKINHATEYOU!”

TDKcomestowardsme.Sheholdsmyhandsand

looksmestraightintotheeye.Iamfuming.Iam



suremyfacehasturnedred.

Her:“whoaprincesscalmdown,isthisman

botheringyou?Youwhathaveyousaidtohertoget

herthisupset?Youknowwhatgetthefuckoutof

myclubbeforeIdosomethingIwillregret.”

Zipho:“IwillwaitforyouWawa”

AshesaysthatIpickabottleofketchupfromthe

tableheissittinginandthrowitathim.Ithitshim

intheback.Heturnsaroundandblowakissatme

andexittheclub.IambeyondangrynowIam

breathingfire.Iwanttokillhim.TDKmanagesto

calmmedown.Itisaroundhalf2am.TDKtellsme

togethomeandrest.Theyhaveeverythingunder

control.Ithenagreeandleavework.Igethome,

takeoffmyuniformandputonmypajamas.Ilay

onmybed,Ican’tsleepsoIdecidetocallLondeka.

Yeahitissillyofmetocallherinthemiddleofthe

night.Ofcoursesheisasleepsoshedoesn’t



answer.IcallNolbyanditalsogoestovoicemail.I

thencallVuyoandheanswersonthesecondring.

Him:“missingmealready?”Ichuckle,truthbetoldI

reallymisshimbutIcan’ttellhimthat.

Me:“owwpleasedon’tflatteryourselfmister.”

Him:“amancanonlydream.”

Me:“whydoesitsoundlikeIdidn’twakeyouup?”

Him:“that’sbecauseIwasn’tsleeping.”

Me:“okay.”

Him:“Waitaren’tyousupposedtobeatwork?Why

isitsoquietthere?”

Me:“Ziphohappened.Themotherfuckercameto

Alloyandforcedmetoconversewithhim.IthinkI

mighthavecausedascenebecauseIhithimwitha

bottleofketchup.OhfuckItoldyouhisname”

Him:“youcanbebadassifyoulike.Nowgetsome

restprincessIwillseeyouthisafternoon.Don’t

worryabouttheZweliguy,hewillneverbotheryou



again.Iloveyou.”

Hethenhangsup.Whatdidhemeanbysayinghe

willneverbothermeagainandwaitdidhejustsay

helovesme?Maybehedidn’trealizethat.Ican’t

sleepIkeeptossingandturning.Idecideon

watching‘AFTER’andIfinallydozeoffoncethe

movieends.

THANDEKA

ThewayLwandekawassoupsetIwassurethat,

thatZiphoguydidsomerealdamagetoher.Around

6amIcallafriendofmineandtellhertocomeat

theclub.Sheisthereafter15minutes.Wegotothe

securityroomandchecktheCCTVfootage.Itwas

abletocaptureZiphoverywell.ItellKhwezi,thatI

needthisguybefore2pm.Shethentakesapicture

ofhimandleavetheclub.WellKhweziworksunder

meandT-bone,theywereinitiatedafterme.They

aremorelikemybodyguardsorlapdogs.



Wellthereisanothersideofmethatnooneknows.

AfterbeingrapedIhadnomercyformen.Wellthe

rapistsbackathomewerenottheonlymenIhad

killed.WhenIfirstgottoJozi,averyrichmantried

hittingonme,hecouldn’tstandrejection.Heforced

himselfonmeathisplace.Afterhewasdonehe

dozedoff.Ierasedanyevidencethatledtomeand

sethishousealight.Iwaitedoutsideandwatchedit

burn.IheardhimscreamandIsweartoGodthat

wasthebestsoundIhaveeverheardbefore.

HewentquietandIknewhewasdeadsoIleft.My

brotherknowsnothingaboutmyhobbyofmaking

mensufferandIwantedtokeepitthatway.After

hismentorturedtheguythatassaultedLwandekaI

followedthemtowheretheydroppedhimoff.After

IwassuretheyhadleftT-bonetookhimandheput

himinthebacksetofmycar.Wedrovetomy

butcherinSoweto.Ifirstcuthisdickandcookedit.

WhenitwasfineIfedhimit.Hekeptcryingoutloud

butnoonecouldhearhim.



Themusicatthebutcherwasveryloudallthetime

sowewouldn’tevenheariftherewasashooting

outside.Ithenchoppedlegs,hecriedoutloudashe

bledandyelled“justkillmealready”.Ireplied“now

youjustwantmetoplayGod,nothappening”.He

hadafewhourstolivesoImadesureIenjoyed

myselfbeforehislastbreath.Ipeeledhisskinand

damnhiscrymademewanttogoonandon.His

heartfinallystoppedandIfedhisremainstomy

bulldogshereinSoweto.

WhenIarrivehomeIcan’tsleep.IwaitforKhwezi’s

callsoIdecidetocleanthehousesince

Lwandeka’sfamilyiscomingthisafternoon.YeahI

don’tcleanthewholehousebutcleantheground

floorandshower,havebreakfastandgoforaswim.

Iswimforabout20minutesandgobacktothe

house.

Aboutthebutcher,wellallofmyvictimsendup

there.Ireallydon’thavemercyonthem.Iown



about3bulldogsthatliveinthebackyardofthe

butchersoIgottamakesuretheystaywellfed,my

poorbabies.

LWANDEKA

Iwakeuproundabout11:30am,freshenupand

wearmyshortnavyflareddresswithnudeplatform

heelsandtopitoffwithanudehandbag.Igo

downstairsandfindTDKandZethudownstairs

foolingaround,teasingoneanother.TDKlookslike

shehasn’tsleptawink.Hereyesarered.Shesees

mecheckinghereyesandshequicklywearher

Mafikizoloshadesandwavesatme.

Me:“youlooklikeazombie”

Her:“thankyou,thatmakesmefeelsomuchbetter”

Me:“nooffenceboss”

Her:“nonetaken,Iamwaitingforacall.Thereis

somethingurgentIneedtosortbeforetheendof

today.Don’tworryaboutme.Whenisyourfamily



landing?”

Me:“2:30.Iwillgoleavethehouseat2tofetch

them”

Her:“okay,Zeepreparesomebreakfastforher.”

Herphoneringsandshesay“finally”.Shejumps

outofthesofaandgotoherbedroom.Afterafew

minutesshecomesbackwearingashortsexybody

huggingsleevelessblackdressandblackred

bottoms.Shehasablackpurseandiswearinga

blackpixieweave.Hermake-upmakesherlooklike

adoll.ShelookslikeshejustcameoutofFancy

Claws.Sheisbreath-takinglybeautiful.Myjaws

drop.

Me:“OMG!Youaredressedtokill”

Her:“that’stheplanhoney.”

Me:“ifVuyowasherehe’dneverallowyoutoleave

thehouselookinglikethis.Damnyou‘beturning

headstodaygirl.Ipitythemanyou’regoingout

with,let’shopehewillbeabletokeepitinhispants,



youareextrahot,thatNandossaucedarling”She

laughs

Her:“enoughwiththecomplimentsprincess.You

makingmefeellikeIamoverdressed.”

Me:“thereisonethingthatislackinginyouroutfit.”

Istandup,takeherMafikizoloshadesthatsheleft

inthecoffeetableandputthemonher.

Me:(singing)“Imetinangelinpersonandyoulook

perfecttoday.”Shelaughssohardwhileblushing.

Her:“theprincesscansing,wow.Nowletmelove

andleaveyou.Seeyouthisafternoon.Iloveyou”

Sheleaves.ThatIloveyoujustmademethinkof

theoneVuyosaidthismorningwhenwewereon

thephone.Ithenconcludebysayingthatthisis

somethingtheyusuallysayinsteadofgoodbye.



[11/21,10:20] :CHAPTER9

********************************

Otherthingsmaychangeus,butwestartandend

withfamily.–AnthonyBrandt

*********************************

NARATTED

Lwandekaarrivesattheairportjustintimeasher

familycomesout.Theyexchangegreetingsand

warmhugsandtheygoinsidethecar.Lwandeka

startsthecaranddrivesoutoftheairport.

Her:“beforeyousayanythingthisisMr.Sthole’s

car.HeborrowedmesothatIcancomeandfetch

youguys.”

Londeka:“Iwasbeginningtothinkyouwonthe

lotteryanddidn’ttellus.”Theyalllaugh.

Lwando:“Imustsaythisisacoolcarbigsis.”



Lwandeka:“waittillyouseetheirgarage,youwill

faint.Itlookslikeacardealership.”

Lwando:“thatmanycars?”

Lwandeka:“letmejustshutupandyouwillseefor

yourselfandwon’tthinkthatIamlyingtoyou.”

Theycontinuechattingandtheyfinallyarriveatthe

Stholemansion.Whentheyarriveatthehouseall

theirjawsdrop.

Landesihle:“sisiareyousureweareattheright

place?FirstyoupickusupwithanEvoquenow

wereareatahouseyouonlygettoseeKOTop

Billing”

Lwandeka:“stopexaggerating,let’sgoinsideI’m

sureyouarehungry”

Londeka:“youshouldmarryyourboss”

Theyalllaughandgoinside.Lwandekaaskthe

helperstohelpcarryherfamily’sluggage.

Lwandekashowthemaroundthehouseandthey

gobackdownstairsattheloungeandZethuserve



themlunch.AstheyareeatingThandekagetsin

bubblyasever.“FAMILYHOWAREWE?”sheasks

asshetakeaseatnexttoLwandeka.Lwandeka

chucklesabitanddotheintroductions.Theyalllike

Thandeka’sbubblyself.Lwandekashowsher

familytotheirroomssothattheycanfreshenup

andrestiftheywantto.Thetwinsandtheirmother

taketheroomsinthegroundfloorandLondeka

takeoneinthe1stfloor.

THANDEKA

AfterIleavehomeIgooutandsortoutthatcoward

calledZipho.Turnsoutheisjustsomeperverted

guythatwantedtotapPrincess’sassandmoveon

withhislife.WellifyouarewonderingifIkilledhim

ornottheanswerisnoIdidn’tkillhim.Iwasfeeling

thewholeThanksgivingspiritsoIlethimgobut

madesurethatheneversetshisfootinGauteng

everagainifhewantedtolive.ItellKhwezitotrail

himuntilheisfinallyoutofthecity.Igohomeand

findLwandeka’sfamily.Theyareabunchofcrazy

peoplebutIlovethem.AfterlunchIjustgotomy



room,takeaquickshowerandafterthatitislights

out.

LWANDEKA

MyhyperactiveforwardsisterLondekadoesn’trest

inherroominsteadshecomestominejustto

interrogateme.OhhelpmeGod.

Londeka:“sodoeshehaveagirlfriend?Fiancé?

Wife?Oraboyfriend?”

Me:“whywouldIaskhimabouthislovelife?Heis

mybossandIrespecthim”

Her:“keeptellingyourselfthat,anywayswhereis

mygift?”

Me:“thiskidmara,youhaven’tbeenhereforaday

andalreadyyouarecollecting”

Her:“whateversis”

SheconnectsherphonetomyBluetoothspeaker

andstartsplayingsomegqommusic.Wellweknow



howtogetdownsowearedancinglikethereisno

tomorrow.Catchingup,wellmostlyhertellingme

abouthervarsityboyfriends,canyoubelievethis

kid?Inoneyearshehasmanagedtoscoreherself

6+varsityboyfriendswhereasminaImanagedto

get1boyfriendatvarsity.Ourrelationshipwason

andoffbecauseIwasn’twillingtogiveupthe

cookie.Hewouldcheateverynowandthenand

apologize.SillydesperatemeIwouldforgivehim

andhewouldgobacktosquare1.Ifinallygrew

someballsanddumpedhimonmylastsemester.

WecontinuedancinguntilLondekafreezeswhile

lookingtowardsthedoor,IturnandseeVuyo

standingbythedoor.Ipausethesongandgoto

hughim.

Me:“you’reback,howwasyourtrip?Howlonghave

youbeenstandingthere?”

Him:“longenoughtoseethewholeshowandI

mustsayI’mimpressed.Wellmytripwentwellit

justlackedsomeelement”



Me:“whichis?”

Him:“you”Irollmyeyesandwelaugh.

Me:“ohhVuyothisismysisterLondekaand

LondekathisismybossLuvuyoSthole”

Him:“nicetomeetyouMaMnguniomncane”

Londeka:“likewise”Theyshakehands.Vuyopull

meoutsidemyroom.

Me:“andthenwhat’sup?”

Him:“nothingIjustmissedyou.”

Me:“dudeyouweregoneforlike5minuteswhat’s

theretomiss?”

Him:“youcallingmedude”Helaughsandpullsme

downstairs.“IhaveagiftforyouandIcouldn’twait

togiveittoyou.ConsideritanearlyThanksgiving

gift.”

Hegivesmeanicelywrappedblackandgoldbox.I

openitanditwasasilvernecklacebrandedwithmy

name‘Lwandeka’.Itisbeautiful.Ilookatitandlook



athimandlookatitagain.Ifeeltearsbuildup.

Thesedamntearworks.

Him:“heywhat’swrong?Youdon’tlikeit?Wecan

alwaysreturnitforsomethingyoulike.”

Me:“Idon’tlikeit…”

Him:“owokay”helooksdisappointed.

Me:“Iloveit.It’sperfect!”hegigglesnervously.

Him:“thenwhydoyoulooklikeyouareaboutto

cry?”

Me:“becauseIhaveneverreceivedsuchan

expensivegiftbefore.ThankyouMondisa.”

Ihughimwithtearsstreamingdownmycheeks,I

canbeacrybabysometimesemphasisonthe

‘sometimes’bahlali.Hepullsofffromthehugand

wipeawaymytears.Ichuckle.Hehelpsmewithmy

necklaceandassoonasitlandsonmybareskinI

feelexpensive.



Me:“Ifeelsoexpensive”Helaughs.

Him:“youarewelcomePhakathwayo.Youlook

beautifulasalwaysbytheway.”

Me:“thankyou.”Iblushlookingdown.

Him:“Nowgobacktoyoursister.Youdon’twant

heraccusingmeofstealingyoufromher.”

Me:“it’slikeyouknowhowdramaticshecanbe”

Shewalksdownthestairs.

Londeka:“IheardyouandIamnotdramatic.Iam

justlimitededition.Doyouhaveicecreaminthe

fridge?”

Me:“forgotyouhaveasweettooth,anyways

Thandekafinishedit.Youknowwhatlet’sgograbit

atMilkyLaneorMcDonald’s.”

Her:“let’sgotoMcDonald’ssothatyoucanbuyme

abigmac.”

Vuyo:“heretaketheRoyceandmycard.”Ilookat

himwithmyeyeswideopen.

Me:“youhavenevergavemetheRoyce.”



Him:“that’sbecauseyouhaveneverasked.You

candriveanycarinthatgarage.Uwumhlalimoss.”

Hesaysthatandflashesthatsmileofhisthat

makesyouwannadropyourpantiesandspread

yourlegswideforhimtofeastonyou.

Me:“Iwillbringitbackinonepiecewithno

scratches.Comeonlet’sgoLondekabeforethebig

guychangeshismind.”

IpullLondekaoutsideleavingVuyolaughinghis

assout.WefindtheRoyceinthedrivewayand

hooponanddriveaway.

LUVUYO

Iamsittinginmystudygoingthroughsomeemails.

Iamintriguedbyanemailfromagirlwhoisabaker.

Hercakeslookveryappetizingandtheirdesigns

arejustmagnificent,you’dswearshewastaughtby

thecakebosshowtobake.She(thebaker)

proposestoshowcasehertalentinmyrestaurant

theoneinEastRand.Isendanemailtoher



schedulingameetingwithherforMonday.Soma

getsinandmakeshimselfcomfortableinmy

sister’scouch.

Me:“manthatcouchonlybelongstomysister.She

willkillyouifshefindsyousittingthere.”

Soma:“whatshedoesn’tknowwon’thurther”

Me:“sodidyoufindthatZiphoguy?”

Soma:“nope,hedisappearedwithoutatrace.It

lookslikeherelocated”

Me:“that’sgoodnewsIguess.”

Him:“sowhenareyouplanningtotellher?”

Me:“tellwhowhat?”

Him:“don’tplaydumbwithme,Iamtalkingabout

Lwandeka.Whenareyougoingtotellherabout

howyoufeel?”

Me:“whenthetimeisright.Whatifsherejectsme?”



Him:“dudehaveyouseenyourselfinthemirror?

WhowouldrejecttheeLuvuyoSthole?You’re

successful,you’resuperrichandyou’rehunk.No

womancaneverrejectyou”

Me:“areyousureyou’renotgay?”Heraisesthe

middlefingerandIjustlaughathim.

Me:“youcanstayfordinnerifyouwantandyou

cancomeforThanksgivingDinnertomorrowtoo.”

Him:“whoasincewhendoyoudoThanksgiving?”

Me:“sincetheprincessshowedupinmylife”

Him:“fine,Ican’tsaynotofreefood.PlusIfinally

passedyourmessagetoMissEve,turnsoutshe

neverstopped.Shewasjustdiscrete.”

Me:“pleasedotellThandekatotalktoher.Maybeit

willbenicerifIletherhandleher.”

Him:“willdoboss.”

Wecontinuetalkingaboutbusinessandeverything

else.

[11/21,10:20] :CHAPTER10



**********************************

Thebestandtheworstthingaboutloveisthatit

cannotbeexpressedinwords.–Unknown

**********************************

WecomebackwithLondekawithlotsoftreaties,

fromicecreamtochips,biscuits,sweets,

marshmallows;basicallyanythingtoserveasweet

tooth.Wefreshenupandgodownstairstoeat

supperwitheveryone.Iamtrulyhappywithmygift

fromVuyoIkeepcheckingitoutandsmilingto

myself.IamstartledbyThandekabringingmeback

totheworld.

TDK:“earthtoPrincess”

Me:“what’sup?”



Her:“thatthingonyourneck,youkeepstaringatit.

Whogaveyouit?”

Nobodyispayingattentiontous,everyoneishaving

theirownconversationwiththepersonsittingnext

tothem.

Me:“Vuyobroughtitforme”

Her:“ncoohthat’ssoromantic,youguysshould

justdatenjeyazandsaveusalltheheadaches.

Let’sgotothepatioI’mhot.”

Ilaughather.Weexcuseourselvesfromthetable

andgotothepatiobecausemissbossladyis“hot”,

herwordsnotmine.

Me:“whatheadachesareyoutalkingaboutboss

lady?AndIdon’tthinkVuyoisromanticallyor



sexuallyattractedtome.AndIamnothistype.”

Her:“romanticallyorsexuallyattractedmyfoot.He

can’tevencontainhimselfaroundyou.Hegaveyou

hisRoycewithoutanyhesitation.Whatmoreproof

doyouneedtoseethatheisheadoverheelson

lovewithyou?Girlyoucanbeblindandstupid

sometimes.”Forgothowbluntshecanbe.

Me:“wellIsureashellwon’tmakethefirstmove.”

Her:“yohyouguysboremeshame.”Ilaugh,Thah

canbecrazysometimes.“Don’tgotoworktonight,I

wantustodrinkthatTanquerayyoubrought.I

wannanursemybrokenheart.”Ican’tmissthe

sarcasminherlastsentence.

Me:“youwereinarelationship?”Iasksurely

shocked.Sherollshereyes.

Her:“longstory,pleasedon’tgotowork.Ihave

alreadyaskedanotherwaitertocoveryourshift.”

Me:“youreallyaretryingtogetmefiredMiss

Sthole.”

Her:“Isitworking?”Webothlaugh.“Wewillgoat



thehousebar.”

Me:“whatifVuyowalkinonusdrinking?”

Her:“you’reover18soI’msurehewon’thavea

problem.Askmissvarsitytojoinus.”

ThatmustbeLondeka.Wegobackinsideandsay

goodnighttoeveryoneandweheadtothein-house

bar.Thandekaisthebartenderforthenight.Luckily

mymomandVuyoaresleepingonthetopflooror

elseoneofthemwould’veruinedourgirls’nightin.

wetalkwhiledowningthewholebottle.Luckilythe

in-housebarroomissoundproofedorelsewe

wouldhavebeenbusted.Idon’tknowwhattimewe

sleptallIknowiswetookthepartytomyroom.

Thenextmorningmypersonalalarmwakesusup,

mom.♀

Mom:“heygetupyoulazyheads,ifyoudon’twake

upwhowillcleanthishouseandcookbreakfast?”



Londeka:“haveyouseenhowhugethishouseis

ma?”

Me:“wehavepeopleforeverytaskinthishousema

sojustrelax,Zethuwillmakeyoucoffeeand

porridge,I’msureshehasalreadyprepared

everythingforyou.Inyourroomthereisaphone.

Dial3forZethu,5forhousekeeping.”

Mom:“ayyyouarelivingthelifemiss.Igiveupwith

you”

Sheleavesmyroomandwecontinuesleeping.

Finallywewakeup.Ithinkitisaround11:30am.

Yohmyheadisheavy.Idragmyselftothe

bathroom,takealongshowerandgetout.Don’t

evenbotherlotioning.Ijustwearmybikinianda

sarong. Ijustwanttogoforaswim.Iget

downstairsandgreeteveryone,gotothefridgetake

outbottledwater,swallowthetwopainkillerson

mypalmanddownthewaterinonego.

Lwando:“youokaysisi?”



Me:“Iamperfectlyfine,wannagoforaswim?”

Landesihle:“rememberwhathappenedthelasttime

youwentforaswimatthatswimmingpoolin

town?”

“Whathappened?”asksVuyogettingin.ohGodhe

isnotgoingtoallowmeanywherenearthepool.

Me:“nothing”

IsayasIquicklygetoutthebackdoorleadingto

thepoolside.Iremovethesarongandjumpinthe

poolbeforesomeonecanobject.Igetatthebottom

ofthepoolandholdmybreathforaminutes.When

IgettothesurfaceIammetbyhisbeautiful,

handsome,cuteface.

Vuyo:“whathappened?Areyouallergicmaybeto

thechemicalsthatcleanthepools?”

Me:“wellIamallergictoFinal.”

Vuyo:“that’sgoodbecauseweuseHTH.Wantme

tojoinyouforaswim?”



Me:“surewhynot?”

Heremoveshisvestandjean,isonlyleftwithhis

CalvinKleinboxersandImustsaytheguyis

gifted. Heydon’tlookatmelikethat.Iamalso

human.Weswimfoolingaround,playingwiththe

waterandwefinallygetout.Hecan’tkeephiseyes

offmyhalfnakedbody.

Me:“eyesuphere”hechuckles.

Him:“Igotdistracted.Youhaveabeautifulbody.In

facteverythingaboutisbeautiful,fromyourheadto

yourtoes.Insideout.” Ihavetogetoutofhere

beforesomethinghappens.

Me:“uhmthanks”Iquicklywearmysarongandgo

insidethehouse,gettomyroom,freshenupand

wearmytwopiecedustypinkcroptopwithbum

shortsanddustypinksandals.Takemybagwhich

haseverythingIneedandheaddownstairs.Ifind

everyonesittingatthelounge.



Me:“I’mgoingoutforanhouror2,whowantsto

accompanyme?”

Landesihle:“aslongasyouwillbuymepizza.”

Lwando:“andburger”

Londeka:“andmilkshake”

Me:“finelet’sgo.Mrs.MnguniwhatshallIbring

you?”

Vuyo:“whydon’tweallgooutandusetheH1?”

Me:“ifthat’sokaywithyouandTDK.”

TDK:“I’mgamebabealthoughthishang…headache

iskillingmebutlet’sgoandhaveafamilyday.”Shit

shenearlybustedus.

Vuyo:“sincewhen?Didyoudrinkpills?”

TDK:“yeahIwillbefine,don’tworryaboutme.Let’s

go.”

WeallgetoutandgetintheH1andheadto

SandtonCityMallwithVuyoasourdriver.Whenwe

gettherewedivideinteamsbecauseIhavetofetch



acakefromMuggandBeans.Vuyoinsistson

accompanyingmeandIlethimbe.WhenIarriveat

thecounterIamleaningforwardwhenIfeelhis

handsonmywaist. GodknowsIgetshiversall

overmybodywhenhishandscometocontactwith

mybareskin.WhatisVuyodoingtome?AnywaysI

getthecakeandhandittohim,heremoveshis

handsfrommywaistandcarrythecake.Isuggest

thatwegoplacethecakeinthecarandcomeback

tojointheothers.

Wegototheparkinglotandhecarefullyplacesit

onthepassengerseatatthefront.WhenIwalk

awayhepullsmesoclosetohimwearebreathing

thesameair. Timestandsstill.IfeellikeI’mina

movierightnow.Finallyhekissesmewithhissoft

lipsandIjustfreeze.Mysoulforsakesmeandmy

bodyisleftalone.IfeellikeIamdying.Isthisreally

happening?FinallymysoulreturnsandIrespondto

thekiss.Itissoslowandsotenderly.Itcarries

unspokenwordsandIdoubtthatanyonuswantto

stop.Hishandscaressesmybodyandminelands



behindhisneck.HedeepensthekissandIjust

allowhimin.Weeventuallystopkissingwhenwe

rememberthatweareinapublicplace.Westare

intoeachother’seyes,tryingtocatchourbreaths.I

eventuallylosethestaringcontestandlookdown.

Heplaceshisindexfingerinmychinandliftsmy

facetocontinuethestarringcontest.

Him:“damnIloveyouwoman,youaredoingthings

tomeespeciallytoday.LikeyouaresosexyIcan’t

keepmyeyesoffyou.AmItalkingtoomuchtoo

fast.I’msorryit’sjustthatIamsonervousand

whenI’mlikethisIjustblab.Ihavelovedyoufrom

theveryfirstdayorrathernightIsawyouatAlloy.

Youmakemylifeworthliving.Igaveuponlove

untilImetyou.Pleasegivemeachance

Phakathwayo.Pleasesaysomesomething.” I

laughathimbecauseheisspeakingsofastthen

hughim.WhyshouldIplayhardtoget?Hardtoget

forwho?ThathainhliziyoVuyo.

Me:“wellIfeelthesameaboutyouapartfromthe

sexypart”helaughs,arelieflaugh,kissesmeagain



butabriefonethistimeandpullsmetothe

entranceofthemall.Heisholdingmywaistand

peoplearesurelylookingatus.

Him:“soyouareofficiallymygirlfriend?”Ichuckle.

Me:“whenwasthelasttimeyouwereina

relationship?”

Him:“Idon’tknow,maybeayearor2yearsago.”

Me:“wowthatlong!Youmusthaveblueballsby

now.”OMGdidIjustsaythat?Iclosemymouth

withmyhand.Vuyolaughssohardandthrowshis

headback.

Him:“Iwasneverreadyforthatcomment.”Hesays

inbetweenhislaugh.Metooman.“SeriouslyIwas

neverready.”Hecontinueslaughing.Mystupid

mouthcanblurtoutthingswithoutcommunicating

withmymind.

Me:“Whatwereyouwaitingfor?”Hestopslaughing,

finally.Ayyshamethisguyloveslaughing.

Him:“mysoul-mate,whichisyou”IblushohGod

whatisthisguydoingtome.



Wejointheothersandwekeepstealingglancesat

eachother.WearesittingatWimpyandtheothers

areeatingbrunch.VuyoandIalsoorderour

breakfastanditcomesandwestartdigging.GodI

didn’trealizeIwasthishungry.

Landesihle:“thathungry?”

Me:“youhavenoidealittleone.It’sfunnyIdidn’t

realizehowhungryIwasuntilnow.Icouldeata

horse.”

Vuyo:“symptomsofahangover.”Ialmostchokeon

myfood.

Me:“no,that’snottrue.It’sjustthatIdidn’thave

breakfast.”Helooksatmequizzically.Ijust

continueshovingthedeliciousfooddownmythroat.

Him:“whattimedidyouThandeka,Princessand

Londekawenttosleeplastnight?”Youjustcan’t

shutupcanyou?Myinnergoddessasks.

Londeka:“verylate,wedidn’tcheckthetimebutI

thinkitwaspastmidnight.”



Mom:“whatwereyoudoing?”

TDK:“wewerejustgettingtoknoweachothernje,

wewerehavingagirls’nightin.sorrywedidn’t

includeyouguysbutnexttimewewon’tforgetyou

mah.”Shegiggles.

Londeka:“butthatmeansuncleTwon’tbeableto

joinus”meandTDKlaughandLondekajoinsin.the

othersarejustlostandconfused.Iglanceatthe

watchinmywrist.

Me:“it’sgettinglateweprobablyshouldgetgoing.

CanIdrive?”IsaygivingVuyopuppyeyes.

Twins:“canIpleasehaveamilkshake?”theyboth

askatthesametimeandwealllaugh.Theyare

trulyoneperson.Vuyosignalsthewaitertobring

thebillandpayupfrontforthetwins’milkshakes.I

alsoaskforone,Londytoo.

Vuyo:“youdon’thavetogivemepuppyeyes”he

tossesmethekeys.Thewaitercomesbackwith

themilkshakesandwegetoutofthemalltothe

parkinglot.

Mom:“ahhIhaveneverbeentoacardrivenby



Lwah,Idon’twannadieandleavemykidsalone.”

Londeka:“Inearlypukedyesterday,shedrivestoo

fast.It’slikesheisLettiefromfastandthefurious.”

Theyalllaugh.

Me:“ahhwhyareyouguysdiscreditingme?You

knowwhatIwillleaveyouhereandyouwilluberto

thehouse”IsayasIgetinthedriver’sseat,Vuyo

andTDKlaughastheymaketheirwayinsidethe

car.Momandthekidsarestillontheground.Istart

theengineandreversethecaroutoftheparking

space.TheyshoutformetostopandIdoandthey

getin“Finally.”

IdriveushomewhilstlisteningtoBucieft.Kwesta

Thandolwethuonrepeat.Iamsingingalong.Idon’t

realizeIamsingingoutloud.

Vuyo:“youhaveabeautifulvoice”hesays

whispering,heisseatingnexttomeinthe

passengerseat.

Me:“thanksMondisa.”



Vuyo:“whenyousaymyclannamesyoumake

JobeJr.hard.”Mycheeksheatupinstantly.Didhe

havetosaythat?

Me:“OMGtherearepeopleinthecar.”

Vuyo:“youtheonewhospokeaboutblueballs

missy.”OMG!Ihaveheardenough.Cansomeone

shuthimup?Ijustturnupthevolumeandsing

louder.Hejustlaughsatme.Whenarriveatthe

houseIparkinthedrivewayandtrytogetout,he

holdsme.Everybodygetsout.

Him:“notsofastmissy,drivethecartothegarage.”

Me:“butVuyoI…”

Him:“it’sthegaragenotCenturion,you’relazyyaz

wena”Isulkandclosethedoor.Starttheengine

anddrivethecartothegarage,turnofftheengine

andgetoff.Herushestomysideandpullsmeto

himwithhisonehandbehindmywaisttheother

caressingmycheekandlooksatmeintheeyes.

Him:“youlooksocutewhenyou’resulkingandyou

arereallysexy.Youmakemydickgohardwithout

eventrying.”Goshthisguyissohorny.Wonder



whenthelasttimehegotlaidwas.

Me:“whatifsomeonecomesinandseeusholding

eachother?”hedoesn’trespondhejustkissesthe

daylightsoutofmeIfeelmylegsgettingweak.He

stopsandwearebothtryingtocatchourbreath.

Him:“Ireallydon’tcare,thisismyhousesoIwilldo

whateverIwantwithwhomever.”Arrogantmuch.I

justrollmyeyesandwemakewayinsidethehouse

tothekitchenwhereeveryoneisseatedaroundthe

counter.

TDK:“whattookyousolong?”

Me:“Jobemademeparkthebusinthegarage”

Thandekalaughsandlookatherbrother.

Her:“Luhthat’schildabuse.”TellherThah.The

threeofuslaughandmymomandsiblingsarejust

lookingatusconfused.

Me:“ehhmamausuallywhenIcomehomefrommy

shiftsatworkIjustparkthecarinthedrivewaywith

thekeysinside,sothatanyonewhoseesatitfirst

drivesittothegarage.”



Mom:“hhayinilomtana”sheexclaimsdramatically

“that’sbeinglazyLwandekaonanotherlevel.Inthis

paceIdoubtyouwillgetmarried.”Vuyoquickly

movehiseyesfrommetomomthenbacktome.I

justchuckle.

Me:“hhamamayoudon’tknowhowtiringmyjobis

butIloveit.”

TDK:“okayeveryonegofreshenupourguestswill

behereanymomentfromnow”everyonegoes

upstairsandwhenItrystandingupshepullsme

down“okayprincessspill”shesayslookingstraight

intomyeyeslikesheissearchforsomething.It’s

likesheistryingtoconnecttomysoulor

something.Shecanbeweirdsometimes.

Me:“whatareyouonabout?”

Her:“youandLuh?ComeonIwasn’tborn

yesterday.Soyoutooareofficially‘athing’?”OMG!

Howdidshepickuponthatsoquickly?Wehaven’t

evenbeendatingfor2hoursandalreadyshe

notices.Damnthisgirlisgood.Istandupand

marchoutofthekitchen



Me:“IDON’TKNOWWHATYOU’RETALKING

ABOUT!”
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*****

Sayingthankyouismorethangoodmanners,itis

goodspirituality.–AlfredPainter

*****

NARRATED

Everyoneisseatedintheloungejusttalkingand

laughing.ByeveryonewemeanLwandeka,Luvuyo,

Thandeka,Mrs.Mnguni,Londeka,Landesihle,

LwandoandSoma .Hehadarrivedearlierthan

theotherguests.Theydidn’twannastarteating

wheneveryonehasn’tarrived.Thedoorbellrings

andLwandekastandsuptoattendit.Whenshe

opensshesmilesseeingAviweandLebostanding

there.



Aviwe:“uhmwedidn’tknowwhattobringbutI

hopethisissuitablefortheoccasion ”shesays

givingthebottleofwinetoLwandeka.

Lwandeka:“it’sperfectandthankyouforhonoring

myinvitation.Pleasecomein.”

Lebo:“thishouseishuge”hesaysgettingin.

Lwandekachuckleabitandleadthemtothelongue.

Theysitdownandexchangegreetings.

Aviwe:“youhaveabeautifulhomeJobe.Thanksto

Lwahwegottoseeit.”

Vuyo:“thankyouAviweandmaybeyoumightsee

yourselfbackinhere.Iwasthinkingofhostinga

yearendbraaihere.”

Lebo:“that’sawesomeboss”

“NONEEDTOSULKBECAUSETHE

ENTERTAINMENTHASARRIVED”Nolbyshouts

dramaticallymakingagrandentrance.



Lwandekastandsuptomeetherhalfwayandhugs

herwhilelaughing.

TDK:“soeverytimeyouentertheStholehousehold

oranyhouseholdyoushout?”

Nolby:“calmyourtitshoney,ifIdon’tmakeagrand

entrancewhowill?”

Lwandeka:“everheardofknockingbabes?”

Nolby:“knockingisoverrated.Heymamabear,itis

sogoodtoseeyouagain”shesaysmakingherway

toMrs.Mnguni.

Mrs.Mnguni:“it’sgoodtoseeyoutoomybaby,you

haven’tchangedabit.”

Nolby:“wellIwilltakethatasacompliment.Well

how’severyone?Butyoudon’tneedtoanswerthat

becauseIcanseeyouareallA-OKAY.Heymiss

varsity”shesaysopeningherarmsfor.Londeka

andtheyhugbriefly.“Enoughwiththehugs,canwe

allproceedtothediningroomI’mfamished”allthis

timesheisstanding.



TDK:“heyIamthemadamofthehousedon’t

assumemypositionwhileIamstillverymuch

alive”everyonelaugh.

Lwandekawenttocheckifeverythingissetinthe

diningareaandwentbacktocalleveryone.

Everyonefollowedherandtheytooktheirseatsat

thediningtable.Lwandosaidgraceandtheyalldug

in.ZethuwasdiningwiththemasLwandekahad

insistedthatshejoinsthem.Theycomplimented

herfoodandmadesmalltalkshereandthere.After

theyfinishedeatingtheyatethecakefromMugg&

Beansandkeptonsayinghowdelishitis .After

deserttheladiesclearedthetableandtheyallwent

backtochillatthelongue.

Lwando:“won’twesaythethingswearethankful

forthisyear?”

Lwandeka:“wewillandIwillstart.FirstlyIwanna

thankGodformyfamily,mymomandmysiblings.I

loveyouguyssomuchandIwouldn’ttradeyoufor



nothing”theymadencoawsoundsandtheylaugh.

“IalsowannathankHimforbringingNolubabalo

intomylife,thanksNolbyforbeingaverygood

friendandasistertome,IloveyouNolbywam”

Nolby:“Iloveyoumoregirlfriend.”

Lwandeka:“IalsowannathankGodforthejobthat

theSithole’sgaveme.IwannathankGodfor

allowingtheSithole’stowelcomemeintotheir

homeandintotheirlives.ThankyouBoMondisa

andIloveyousomuchguys.”

TDK&Vuyo:“weloveyoutooprincess.”

Lwandeka:“lastlyIwannathankeveryonewho

honoredmyinvitationandIhopethatwewillhave

moreThanksgivingdinnersinthishouseinfuture”

everyoneclapped.

Lwando:“wellI’mnext”hesaysinhistinyvoiceand

everyonelaughs.“Okaysettledownnow.Iwanna

thankGodformylovingfamilyandIwannathank

mysisterformakingusrideaplaneforthefirst

timeinourlivesandallowingtostayinsuchan

awesomehouse.ThankssisandIloveyou”



Lwandeka:“Iloveyoutoomylittleman.”

Landesihle:“wellLwandospokeforthebothofus

so…”everyonelaughed.

Londeka:“wellIwannathankGodforgivingmethis

amazingfamily.Althoughwehadabitofstruggles

hereandthereweneverabandonedeachotherand

welovedeachotherunconditionally.LastlyIwanna

thankGodforgivingmysisterajob.IexpectRed

Bottomsasmybirthdaypresent.”

Lwandeka:“uyanya”everyonelaughed.

Mrs.Mnguni:“wellfirstlyIwannathanktheSthole’s

forinvitingusintotheirlovelyhome,iftheydidn’t

thiswould’vebeenthe1stThanksgivingwithoutmy

princessandwewouldn’thaveateturkey”allthe

Mngunislaughed

Nolby:“sharethejokeplease.”

Londeka:“wellmysisterlovesturkeysomuch,and

weallhateit.Dadusedtocallherturkey.She

alwaysforcesustoeatitonlyonThanksgivingand

wedoeatitbecauseshepreparesitsonicely.But

thatdoesn’tchangethefactthatweallhateit.”



EveryonelaughedandLwandekasulked.

Mrs.Mnguni:“IalsowouldliketothankGodfor

givingmesuchwonderfulkidsalthoughtheycanbe

lazysometimesespeciallyNkosazana.”

Lwandeka:“hhamama.”Sheexclaims.

Vuyo:“yoursecondnameisNkosazana?”

Lwandeka:“Iamtheeprincess”shewinkedatTDK

andVuyoandtheybothchuckled.

Mrs.Mnguni:“lastlyIwannathanktheStholesfor

givingmydaughterajobandashelter.Niphathane

kahlebantabami.NimbhekeuNkosazana,zibuye

zithimzalaumaesecasukile.(Treateachotherwell

mykids.BewareofNkosazana,shecanbecrazy

whensheisupset/mad.”

Lwandeka:“mamaudayisangomzabalazo(youare

asellout)”theylaughed.

Nolby:“wellIwouldliketothankGodforeverything

andeveryoneinmylife”shesaysandkeepsquiet.

Soma:“I’dalsoliketothankGodforeverythingand

everyoneinmylifeespeciallyJobe.”



Aviwe:“IjustwannathanktheStholesfortrusting

usenoughtogiveusjobsandshelter.Notmany

peoplehirepeoplefromoutsideSouthAfrica,they

justdon’ttrustus,sothankyouverymuchJobe.”

Vuyosmiles.

TDK:“wellIwouldliketothankGodformybrother

becauseheistheonlyfamilyIhave.Iwouldalso

liketothankGodforbringingprincessintoourlives.

Sheisthebestthingthathaseverhappenedtous.

WeloveyouverymuchLwandekaandyoudon’t

knowhowgratefulwearetohaveyouinourlives.”

AtearfellfromLwandekaandshequicklywipedit.

Vuyo:“wellmanofthehouseisthelasttospeak”

theyalllaughed.“WellIwouldliketothankGodfor

mysister,shecanbeannoyingattimesbutI

wouldn’ttradeherfornothing.Iwouldalsoliketo

thankGodforoursuccessandlegacy.I’dliketo

thankGodforbringingtheeangelintoourlivesand

asThandekahassaidweloveyouMaQwabe.”

Lwandekablushesandlookdown.



Everyonecontinuechattingandasitisgettinglate

theguestsleavefortheirhomes.

Landesihle:“nowthattheholidayisoverdoesthat

meanwearegoinghometomorrow?”

Vuyo:“no,youwillbeleavingonSundayafternoon

ifthatisokaywithyourmother.”

Mom:“thatisnotaproblemsonandIwillalsoget

tospendsometimewithmydaughter.”

Lwandeka:“that’sawesomemombutjustsoyou

knowmydaystartsat11:30everymorning

becauseI’monthenightshiftthesedays.”

Vuyo:“butThandekaofferedyoudayoffs.”

Lwandeka:“andIamgratefulforthatbutIneedto

gobacktowork,Iwillspendtimewithmyfamily

duringthedayandworkatnight.”

Londeka:“canIcomewith?”

Theelders:“NO!”



Londeka:“hebanachill,shewilltakemethere

duringthedaynotatnight.”

TDK:“uhmLondekaandprincesscanyouguys

accompanymesomewhere?IforgotIhadan

errandtorunandIcouldreallyusesomecompany

rightnow.”

Vuyo:“whereareyouoffto?”

TDK:“seeI’monmyperiodsso…”

Vuyo:“saynomore”theladieslaugh.

Lwandeka:“whattimeareweleaving?”

TDK:“withinthenext30minutes.”

Mrs.Mnguni:“wellI’mtiredsoI’mofftobed.See

youkidstomorrowandgoodnight.”

Lwandeka:“nightmommy,dreamofme.”

Mrs.Mnguni:“woothatwouldbeanightmare”

everyonelaughandLwandekasulk.

Vuyo:“don’tworryprincessIwilldreamofyou”he

whispersinherearbecauseheisseatingnextto

herandsheblusheswhilelookingdown.Mrs.



MnguniandthekidsgotobedandleaveVuyo,TDK,

LwandekaandLondekaseatedatthelongue.

LWANDEKA

IamfinishingdressingupinmyroomwhenVuyo

budgesinunannounced.Iamdressedinmywhite

Chaneltwopieceelasticcroptopwithaminiskirt

andwhitesandals.Bythewaythisismymost

expensiveoutfit,justputtingitoutthere.

Me:“dudeeverheardofknocking?”

Him:“howaboutyousubstitutethat‘dude’with

babeorlove?”

Me:“toosoonJobe.HowmayIhelpyou?”

Him:“youaregoingtothegaragedressedlikethis?

Babeyou’reoverdressedormaybeTDKliedtome.”

Me:“isthatall?”

Him:“that’snowaytospeaktoyourboyfriend”he

wrapshisarmsaroundmywaistandbringsme



closertohim.“Youarestubborn,butthatwill

changefromnowon”

Me:“IamnotstubbornIjustdon’tlikebeingtold

whattodoandwhentodoit.”

Him:“youaresomytypeofawoman,butyouneed

totoneitdownalittle”hesayspeckingmylips.

Me:“maybejustmaybe,Iamnotpromising

anything”heFrenchkissesmeandIalmostchange

mymindaboutgoingout.Wearedisturbedbya

knockatthedoor.

TDK:“timewaitsfornomanorwomanprincess.”

Me:“Iwillbedowninasec.I’mstillsearchingfor

myothershoe.”

TDK:“wellhurryupmissy”shethengoesaway.

Vuyo:“Ireallydon’tlikesneakingaround”

Me:“areyousuggestingwetellthemaboutus?”

Him:“whynot?”Imovefromhisembraceandpack

myphone,walletandlipstickinmybag.

Me:“let’snotrushintothings,let’sjustgettoknow



eachotherfirstbeforeweletthewholeworldknow

aboutusMondisawami.”

Him:“IhearyouMaQwabe.Let’snotkeepmysister

waiting.Sheisaveryimpatientwoman.”

WegodownstairsandfindTDKandLondeka

impatientlywaiting.

TDK:“finally,I’mdrowninginapoolofbloodhere”

Vuyo:“toomuchinformation”welaughathimand

wemakeourwayout.TDKisdrivingherred

MercedesBenzGLC300dCOUPE.

Pleasedolike,commentandshare.loveyou
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*****************************

Busiswa,KaygeetheVibe-WehDJ

*****************************



THANDEKA

WedriveoutandIsettheGPSco-ordinatesto

Katzy’sLiveRosebank.T-boneandKhweziare

followingusatasafedistance.Rosebankisan

enemyterritorysowehavetobeonalert.Onemore

reasonIgaveuponrelationships.Icouldn’tput

innocentlivesatriskwithmyinvolvementwiththe

Hunters.

Londeka:“yay,wegoingclubbing!”

Me:“ItextedNolbytomeetusthere.”

Lwandeka:“OMG!Wewillgohomeat6o’clock.”

Londeka:“whydoyousaythat?”

Lwandeka:“shepartiestillthesunrisesplus

nobodyisgoingtoworktomorrow.”

Londeka:“mykindofwoman”wealllaughed.

Me:“Khweziisalsogoingtojoinus.”

Lwandeka:“ahhbossladyareyoutryingtogetus



intotrouble?”wealllaugh.

Me:“sowhat’sgoingonbetweenyouandVuyo?”

Lwandeka:“Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout.”

Shefacesthewindow.Shecanbechildish

sometimes.

Me:“youarereallybadatlying.Youcan’teven

makeeyecontact.Howlongareyouwillingtokeep

yourrelationshipasecret?”

Lwandeka:“tillwearereadyto….OhhGod”she

placesherhandsinhermouthandwelaughather.

Me:“youwouldfaildismallyasthecaptured.”Both

LondekaandIlaughatherandshesulks.

Londeka:“onthecontraryyouguysmakeacute

couple.”

Me:“justdon’tbreakmybrother’sheart.”

Londeka:“andtellyourbrothernottobreakmy

sister’sheart”welaughandcontinuetalkingand

listeningtomusic.

Wearriveattheclubafterawhileandmakeourway

in.WemeetKhweziatthedoor,exchangegreetings



andgetin.ItisjampackedandThulas,afriendof

mine,leadsustoourtableintheVIParea.Wesit

downandorderourdrinks.

Lwandeka:“ifIknewwewerecominghereI

would’vewornheels.”

Me:“youdidwell.Mybrotherwould’vesuspected

thatwearegoingouttoaclub.”

Khwezi:“whywouldJobesuspectyouguysare

goingclubbingbyherwearinghills?”

Me:“theyareanitem.”

Khwezi:“highfivegirl.”Theybothdothehighfive

andLwandekagiggles.“DamnIunderestimatedyou.

Takegoodcareofhimandpleasemakemeyour

bridesmaidonyourweddingday.”Wealllaugh.I

forgetthatKhwezicanbehypersometimes.One

cannevermistakeherforagangster.

Lwandeka:“Iwon’tforgetmylove.”

Londeka:“thisplaceisbeautiful.”

Lwandeka:“waittillyouseeAlloy.”

Londeka:“whenwillyoutakemethere?”



Lwandeka:“tomorrowifIdon’thaveamassive

hangover.”

Ourdrinkscomebackandwestartdrinking.Nolby

comesinandweorder2meatplatters.Fortunate,a

friendofmine,morelikeadrinkingbuddy,joinsus

andwearehavingthebesttime.Lwandeka’sphone

ringsandshelooksatme.

Lwandeka:“yourbrotheriscallingme.”

Me:“letitring.Iwillexplaineverythingtohim.In

factputitonsilentmodeandIwillcomeupwitha

storyonourwayhome.”

Lwandeka:“I’mtoningitdownabitsothatIcan

driveushome.”

Me:“nohoney,goallout.Iwilldrive.Thisismylast

drink.”

Nolby:“wellmoreforus.We’dbetakingavideobut

wedon’twantyouguystogetintomoretrouble.”

Itispastmidnightandthevibeistoolit.Weareall



dancingandcarefree.IfVuyoweretoenterhere

andfinduslikethisI’msurehewillgroundus.

That’showdramaticheis.Busiswaisperforming

WehDJonstageandweareturninguponthe

dancefloor.

Lwandeka:“I’mgoingtotheloo,Iwillberightback.”

Me:“okaydon’ttakelong.”IsignalKhwezitofollow

her.

LWANDEKA

YohIhaveneverhadthismuchfuninmylife.After

thecall,Vuyosentatextaskingwhereweare

exactly.Ijustignoreditandswitchoffmyphone.

AsImakemywayoutofthelooIbumpinto

anotherchickandsaysorrybutthebitchjustslaps

meandIreturntheslap.

Her:“bitchdidyoujustbackslapme?”



Me:“maybe,butIwasjustreturningthefavour.”I

amreallydrunkIamtryingbyallmeanstostand

still.

Her:“youknowwhatgetthefuckoutofmycluband

neversetyourfoothereagain.IfIseeyourface

againIwilldestroyyou.”Ijustrollmyeyes.Who

shethinksheis?

Me:“yourwishismycommand.”BeforeIcango

Khweziappearsfromnowhere.

Khwezi:“dowehaveaproblemhere?”shesaysina

sternvoice.Thereisnotraceofdrunknessinher

voice.Uyarobhalomtana.

Me:“no,justthiswannabewhitechickkickingme

outof‘herclub’.”

Khwezi:“gobacktoyourtable,Iwilltakecareof

this.”Ichuckleandcontinuewalking.

Me:“pleasesettlethebill.Weneedtoleavethis

place,maybegotoanothercluborgohomebefore

wegetthrownoutbythebouncers.”



TDK:“whathappened?”

Me:“Imighthaveslappedtheownerormanagerof

thisplaceandshekickedmeout.”Shehandsme

thecarkeys.

TDK:“LondekagowithLwahtothecarandwaitfor

methere.Iwillgoandsettleourbill.”

WesayourgoodbyestoNolbyandFortunateand

makeourwayoutoftheclub.Iopenthecarandwe

waitforTDKinside.Afterawhileshecomesout

andwedrivehome.

TDK:“whatexactlyhappenedbackthere?”

Me:“IwaswalkingoutoftheloowhenIbumped

into‘theowner’andIapologized,Ireallydidthen

outofnowhere,BOOMsheslappedmeandI

couldn’thelpbutslapherback.”

Her:“welldone.Thatbitchthinkssheisabovethe

world.”

Me:“youknowher?”

Her:“yah,hernameisSneguguMhlongo.Our



rivalry.”

Londeka:“sowhatarewegoingtotellLuvuyoabout

yourcheek?”

Me:“isitthatbad?”

Londeka:“it’slikeyouhavearashorsomething.”I

breatheoutanddon’tpanic.Itmayormaynotbe

whatIthink.

Me:“wewilljustsaywehadalittleargumentand

youslappedmebutitswaterunderthebridge.”

Londeka:“hhayouwanthimtoskinmealive?Ihave

seenhowprotectiveheisofyou.”

TDK:“IagreewithLwah,mybrotherwon’tdo

anythingtoyou.”

Me:“sowewillsaywherewerewe?”

TDK:“leavethetalkingtome.”

WearriveathomeandTDKparksthecarinthe

garage.TDKgivesusmouthwashtogetridofthe

brewerysmellfromourmouths.Wemakeourway

insidethehousethroughthekitchendoor,wecan’t

evenwalkstraight.OnlyTDKseemssober.Weget



theshockofourliveswhenwefindVuyowith

bottledwaterabouttoswitchthekitchenlightoff.I

getsoberinstantly.#BUSTED

Vuyo:“somuchfordrowninginapoolofblood.”He

sitsdownatthebarstool.“Thethreeofyousit

downandtellmewhereyouhavebeen.”Wefollow

eachotherlikeheadlesschickensandwesitonthe

barstoolsoppositehim.

TDK:“wewenttogaragetobuythetamponsandon

ourwaywemetFortunateandsheinvitedustoher

flatforsomedrinksthere.”

Vuyo:“andyoudidn’tseeitfittotextmeandtellme

that.”

TDK:“wearesorry,nexttimewewilltellyou.”

Vuyo:“andyoumissy”heturnstofacemeand

widenhiseyes.“Holyshit.Areyouokay?Whatis

happeningtoyourface?”heasksmovingcloserto

me.

Me:“ohhLondyslappedme.”Londekalooksatme



andstandsupandrunupstairs.

Londeka:“MOMYOUNEEDTOWAKEUP!MOM!”

TDK:“yourfaceisredandyourneckis…”

Me:“fuck.”Nowthatshementionsittheitchiness

kicksin.alcoholcanmakeyouimmunesometimes.

Iquicklytakeoffmycroptopfollowedbymyskirt.

Momcomesdownrunning.

Mom:“COMEDOWNWITHHERCOSMETICBAG

LONDEKA!”

Istartpacingupanddownandmakemywaytothe

longue.Everyonefollowsmethere.Istartfeeling

dizzyandsitdownatthenearestcouch.Londeka

comesdownwithmycosmeticsbagandgiveitto

mom.Shefiddlesthroughitandtakesoutmy

injection.Sheinjectsmeandtheitchinessstops.

Vuyo:“cansomebodytellmewhat’shappening?”

Londeka:“Ididn’tslapher.Someladyslappedher

wherewewere.Sheisallergictomostbodylotions,

handlotionsandperfumes.Sheonlyusesthose



prescribedbymomandalmosteveryonearound

heruseslotionsandperfumesprescribedbymom.”

Me:“canIgorestnow?Londypleasehelpmeup.”

Vuyopicksmeupbridalstyleandtakesmetomy

room.Everyonefollowsin.heplacesmeonthebed.

Mom:“shewillbefine.Everyonerelax.Goodnight

mylove.”Shekissesmyforeheadandmakeher

wayoutofmyroomandTDKandLondekafollow

her.Vuyositsdownattheedgeofthebed.

Me:“youcanleavetoo,Iwillbefine.”

Him:“whatifthishadhappenedwhenyourmom

wasn’there?”

Me:“Iwould’veinstructedyouonwhattodo.”

Him:“youliedtome.”

Me:“don’tmakeitabigdeal.”Istandupandmake

mywaytothebathroom.“GoodnightVuyoand

pleaseclosethedooronyourwayout.”Ithenenter

thebathroomandlock.Takeacoldshower,wear

mypajamasandmakemywaytodreamland.



PLEASEDOLIKE,COMMENTAND

SHARE
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Iwakeupwithnohangoverorwhatsoever,thanks

totheinjection.Imakemywaytothebathroom,do

mymorninghygieneroutineandgobacktomake

mybed.Lotionmybodyandwearabluet-shirt

dresswithmysleepers.Myskinissofresh

ungaphikaukuthI’mallergictosomelotions.Igo

downstairsandfindeveryoneinthediningarea

eatingbreakfast,greeteveryone.



Me:“ZethucanIpleasehavesomecereal?”

TDK:“istheresomethingwrongwithyourfood?”

Me:“noitlooksmouth-wateringbutIdon’tlike

eatingheavyfoodsafterareaction.”Zethubrings

mecornflakesandIeat.Vuyokeepsstaringatme

noteatinghisfood.“YouneedtorelaxVuyo,Iam

perfectlyfine.AsamatteroffactIfeellikegoingto

azootodayordoingsomethingadventurous”.He

justkeepsquietandstarteatinghisfood.

Lwando:“canwegotothezoo?”

Landesihle:“yeahcanwegotoLion&SafariPark?”

TDK:“haveyoubeentherebefore?”

Landesihle:“nobutwehavelearnedaboutitat

school.”

Me:“Lion&SafariParkitis.”Vuyo’sphonerings

andhestandsup.

Vuyo:“sorryIhavetotakethis.Thandekayouwill

driveeveryonetothepark,Princesspleasefollow

metomystudyIwannagiveyousomething.”

Me:“Iwillbewithyouinasec.”Heleaves



answeringhisphone.

Londeka:“howcomeyoudon’thaveahangoveror

youwerecheatingyesterday”shewhispersinmy

ear.

Me:“theinjectionleftmesober.”Iwhisperbackand

Ifinishmycerealandstandup.

Her:“canIhavejustonefix?”

Me:“wanya”shegiggles.

IgotoVuyo’sstudy,Ijustenterbecauseitisn’t

locked.Heissittingonhistable.Heraiseshishead

tolookatme.

Him:“closethedoor.”Icloseitandgotositon

TDK’scouch.

Me:“youwantedtoseemesir.”

Him:“sir”hechucklesandshakeshishead,“whohit

youyesterday?”

Me:“justsomeladyIdon’tknow.It’swaterunder

thebridgeMondisa.”Helooksatmeforaverylong



timewithoutsayinganything.

Him:“okaycomehere”heopenshisarmsandIgo

tohughim.Hegivesoutthebesthugs.Iwouldn’t

wantastrangerhugginghim.Heismysafeheaven.

Ipullbackandsmashmylipsontohis.Hejust

smilesinbetweenthekissandkissesmeback.His

handsarecaressingmybodyandmineareonhis

neck.Hepullsback.Wejuststaredeepintoeach

other’seyes.“Don’tgotothepark,staywithme

baby.Orwewilljointhemlater.”

Me:“butVuyo…”

Him:“pleasemylove.”

Me:“finebutwewilljointhemlater.”hetakesout

hisblackcardfromhiswalletandgivesittome

Him:“gogiveittoThandekaandcomebackhere”

heletsmego.

Me:“fine”Iexitthestudyandmakewaytothe

longuewhereeveryoneisseatedwatchingTV.

TDK:“letmeguess,mybrotheraskedyoutohelp

himwithsomepaperworkandyouwilljoinuslater



on?”

Me:“areyouaprophetoraseer?”shelaughsand

taponthespacenexttoherformetositin.Isit

down.

TDK:“handoverthecard.”

Me:“ayymannyouknowyourbrotherliketheback

ofyourhand.”Igiveherthecard.“GuysIwilljoin

youinanhouror2.Thebigbosshasaskedmeto

helphimwithsomepaperwork.Maybeyouguys

canpassthemallforsomesmallshoppingand

maybeyoucanbuyLondysomeredbottoms”I

whisperthelastparttoTDK.

Londeka:“Iheardyou.Tothemall!”

Me:“momIwillbuyyoueverythingyoudesire

tomorrow,butnotacarorahouse”everyone

laughs.“Wellletmegetbacktoworkbeforethe

bossdecidestofireme.”

TDK:“useprotection,I’mtooyoungtobeanaunt”

shewhispersandIjustlaughather.Everyone

standsupandtheygooutthefrontdoor.Ijustgoto

myroomtopackmywalletandlipstickinmybag.I



takeoutmydarkcamaflougepantsandblackvest

andbrowntimberland.

LUVUYO

IgotoLwandeka’sroomandIfindhersittingonher

bedbusywithherphone.

Me:“babecome,let’sgotomyroom.”

Her:“Ihaveneverbeentoyourroombefore”she

standsup,makeherwaytomeandholdsmyhand.

Me:“thereisalwaysafirsttimeforeverything”we

exitherroomandgotomyroom.Thelookonher

faceispricelesswhenIopenthedoors.She

practicallyrunsinside,takesoffhershoesand

throwherselfintomybed.

Her:“OMG!Everythinginthisroomisperfecteven

thebedisperfect.I’msoinlovewithyourroom.”

Me:“whataboutme?”Isayjoiningherinthebed

andlyingnexttoheronmybackfacingtheceiling.



Her:“don’tbejealousLuhitdoesn’tsuityou”Ipull

hertolieontopofme.“Putmedown,I’mheavy”

shesaystryingtowiggleherwaydown.

Me:“stoptryingtoruinaromanticgesture”she

eventuallystopsandlayherheadonmychest.

“Whenwasthelasttimeyouwereina

relationship?”

Her:“duringmyfinalyearinvarsity,I’mnotgood

withrelationships.AsamatteroffactIfaildismally

whenitcomestothem.”

Me:“youneverfoundtherightguybutrelaxI’m

herenow”shechuckles.

Her:“isitokayifIsleepontopofyou?Oneofthe

sideeffectsofmyallergyinjectionisthatIcanbe

drowsyfor24hoursaftertakingit.”

Me:“sleepmyqueen”inamatterofsecondsshe

driftstosleepandIfollowherrightafterbecauseI

hardlysleptlastnight.

LWANDEKA



IwakeupstillontopofVuyo.Itrygettingdown

withoutwakingupandhetightensthegriparound

me.

Him:“whereareyougoing?”Godhisvoice,justtake

menow.

Me:“tomyroom”Istretchmyhandtotakehis

phone.Icheckthetimeanditis3:30inthe

afternoon.“Holyshit,canIpleasegetdown

Mondisa?It’salreadyintheafternoon,I’msure

everyoneisbackbynow.”heletsmedown.

Him:“fine,let’sgodown.Iamstarving.”

Wegodownstairsandfindeveryoneeatinglate

lunchatthediningtableandwejointhem.

Me:“I’msorryIcouldn’tjoinyouguys,Ifellasleep.”

Londeka:“konjeyourinjectionhassideeffects.You

wokeupearlythough.”

Vuyo:“whatdoyoumean?”dudeItoldyoumoss.



Londeka:“ifshegetsinjectedshecansleepnow

wakeupafter8hoursfeelingrefreshedandallsorts

ofstuffbutwithinanhourshewillsleepagainfor

another8hoursandanother8hours.”

TDK:“thatmeansyouain’tgoingtowork.”

Me:“usizakele”everyonelaughs.Afterwearedone

eatingwemakeourwaytothepoolsidejusttochill.

Thetwinsaretalkingnon-stopaboutthefunthey

hadatthezoo.“Okaynobodymove,Iwillberight

back”

Londeka:“don’tfallasleepthere”everyonelaughs.

Me:“youaresodead.”

Imakemywayinsidethehousetomyroomand

tookoutahugeplasticbagfrommyclosetwhich

hadthegiftsIboughtthetimeIwentoutwithNolby.

Igobackoutsideandsitdownonthegrasswithmy

bag.

Me:“wellIwassupposedtogiveyouguysthese

yesterdaybutitslippedmymind.Theyareyour



thanksgivinggifts”Iopenmybagandtakeout2gift

bags.“Firstoffit’sthetwins.Wellthereisonlyone

rulewhenLwandekaisgivingoutgiftsandwhatis

that?”

Londeka,LwandoandLandesihle:WEOPENTHE

GIFTSAFTEREVERYONEHASRECEIVEDTHEIRS!

Me:“dankiechoir”VuyoandTDKlaugh.Itakeout

anothergiftbagandgiveittoLondy,shesqueals

beforeevenopeningthegiftbag.Ithentakeout

anotherhugegiftbagandhandittomomshe

smilesatme.“Wellthelastonegoestothewoman

ofthehouseandthemanofthehouse”Ihandthem

smallgiftbagsandthenstandwhereIwassitting.

“ANDGO!”everyonefiddlesthroughtheirgifts.

Landesihle:“bigsisthemTims!Iloveyousomuch

whenyoucomebackhomewewillgotothemall

sishayebomaoutfitgoals.”

Lwando:“youdon’tknowhowlongIhavebeen

longingforthesesoccerboots.”Thetwinsboth

standuptohugme,Ihugthembackandtheygoto

sitdown.



Londeka:“finallymyprayershavebeenheard.

Thanksbigcc”

Momscreamswhensheseeshergift.Didshejust

scream?Allherkidsincludingmelookather

shocked.Thisisnew.Whoissheandwhathasshe

donetomymom?

Me:“mommyyouokay?”

Mom:“what?Neverheardanoldpersonscream

before?”welaughather.“Anywaysthanksforthis

myangel,ngizobangenaejimini.”Thathamawami.

Wehypeher.

TDK:“OMGTHISBAG!Wheredidyoufindit?Ihave

beenonmybrother’scasetogetitformeever

sinceIsawitoninternet.Thankyousomuch

princess.”Sheliterallykissesmeallovermyface

andIgiggle.

Me:“pleasureisallmine.”

Vuyo:“youdeserveanawardforthebestgifteris

thereissuchathing”everyonelaugh.“Thankyou

princess”hehugsmeandgotositdown.



TDK:“whatdidshebuyyou?”

Vuyo:“it’soursecret.”

Me:Iyawn“wellletmeloveandleaveyou,wakeme

upwhenit’stimeforsupper”

Mom:“youknowwhenyousleepyou’rehalfdead

especiallywhentheinjectionisinyoursystem.We

willputyourfoodinthemicrowave.”

Imakemywayinsidethelonguetooneofthe

couchesandjustfallasleepthere.

THANDEKA

Ididn’tpretend,Ireallylikedthebagprincess

boughtme.Ihavebeenpesteringmybrotherabout

itforalongtimenowbecauseIdidn’twanttouse

mymoney.Don’tlookatmelikethat,even

independentgirlsdeservestobespoiledeveryonce

inawhile.Anywayswemakeourwayinsidethe

housebecauseZethucalledusinfordinner.We

passbythelongueandLondekalaughswhenshe

seesLwandekasleepingonthecouch.



Londeka:“ngiyawugcobaumjovo,shedidn’teven

makeittoherroom.”

Mrs.Mnguni:“ngibongaukuthsheisnotsleeping

onthefloor.”

Vuyo:“ifIcantakehertoherroomwillshewake

up?”

Landesihle:“evenifyouweretoplaymusiconfull

volumeshewouldn’twakeup.Theinjectionleaves

herhalfdead.”

Londeka:“thefirsttimeshetookitshesleptthe

whole24hourswithoutwakingupinbetween,we

eventookhertothehospitalaftersplashingwater

intoherface.”

Vuyo:“Iwilltakehertoherroomandjoinyouguys

insec.”hepicksherupbridalstyleandgotoplace

herinherroom.Hecomesbackandweallgatherin

thediningarea.Lwandosaysgraceandweallstart

eating.

Me:“sohowwasLwandekalikegrowingup?”



Mrs.Mnguni:“shewasneverreallyaproblemchild.

Sheusedtohang-outwithherfatheralot.That’s

whysheisstubborn.Thewayshehasabeautiful

voiceIthoughtshewouldstudymusicatvarsitybut

sheamazedeveryonebychoosingAgriculture.Her

exactreasonwas‘Ilovemothernature’”

Vuyo:“that’ssweet.”

Lwando:“shesaidwhensheisworking,shewillbuy

atractorandwillletmedriveit.

Me:“hahaaren’tyoutooyoungtodriveatractor?”

Lwando:“nope,I’m17”everyonelaugh.

Londeka:“ifyouare17thenhowoldamIsupposed

tobe?”

Lwando:“Idon’tknow,maybe40?Youlookold”

everyoneonceagainlaugh.

Londeka:“momkhuzaboh.”

Mrs.Mnguni:“angizingeni.”

WeallfinisheatingandLwandeka’sfamilygoto

bedbecausetheyarereallytired.VuyoandIgoto

thecinemaroomtowatchamovie,hechooses



“THEEXPANDABLES”boyswithactionmovies,ayy,

butIdon’tmind.

Me:“sowhat’supwithyouandprincess?”

Him:“whatareyoutalkingabout?”

Me:“howseriousisyourrelationship?”

Him:“youknowhowmuchIloveher,ifitwas

possibleIwouldmarryhertomorrow.”

Me:“welljustdon’tbeoverprotectiveandover

controlling,thatmightdriveheraway.Youhave

seenhowstubbornshecanbesotreatherright.If

youbreakherheartwearegoingtohaveaserious

problem.”

Him:“heywhichsideareyouon?”

Me:“I’mthethinlinebetweenyouandherandifshe

alsobreaksyourheartmyfistswillhaveaserious

conversationwithherjaws.”

Him:“ifyoueverlayafingeronherIwill…”

Me:“chilltiger,I’mkidding.”



Wecontinuewatchingthemovie.Itendsandwe

watchanotherone.Inthemiddleofithefalls

asleep,IwatchittilltheendandIleavehim

sleepingthere.Igotomyroom.Ifirstopenmy

laptoptocheckifsurveillancecamerasareworking.

Phelapeopleexpectyoutoletyourguarddownin

Decemberandbecareless.WellIliketobealways

preparedandreadysoIcheckforanyunusual

activitiesandIfindnone.Iclosemylaptop,takea

quickshower,andwearmypjsandsleep.
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Iwakeupreallytiredandhungrylikealion.Icheck

thetimeonmyphoneanditis1:30am.HowIgotin

mybedonlyGodknows.Igototakeaquickhot

showerandwearmypinkfloralshortsilkpajamas.

Takemyphoneandgodownstairs.Getinthe

kitchen,takemyfoodfromthewarmer,pourthe

juiceinaglass,takemyfoodtothelongue,sitdown

andtuneintotheTVwhilsteating.Iamjust

watchingmusicvideos.WhenIamdoneeatingI

takemyplateandglasstothekitchenandgoback

tothelongue.IamsoboredsoItakemyphoneand

callNolby.

Her:“babes,whereareyou?Whyareyoucallingme

atthishour?Youwantmetopickyouup?”

Me:“enoughwiththe21questions,butthelastone

isn’tsuchabadidea.I’msoboredandIhave

insomnia.Whereyouat?”

Her:“atAlloy,damnthevibeistoomuchbra,plus

Shekinahisperforming.”

Me:“howthefuckdidInotknowthat?”



Her:“sorryhun,anywaysbye,sheissingingsuited”

Me:“fuckyou”IhangupandwhenIraisemyeyes

Vuyoisthereleaningonthedoorwithhishandsin

hispockets.“Whydidn’tyoutellmethatShekinahis

performingatAlloytonight?”

Him:“Ididn’tknowyoulikedher,Icansetupsome

lunchdatewithher.”Irollmyeyes.

Me:“whatever”hemakehiswaytomeandstandin

frontofme.“Andthen”

Him:“didIdosomethingwrong?”

Me:“nope”Istandupandtrytogetawayfromhim,

hegrabsme,sitdownandpullmetositontopof

him.HekissesmeandIreturnthekiss,itisso

passionate,fullofloveandaffection.Hemoves

frommylipsandgotomyneck,hebitesmewhile

kissingme,Ifeelbutterfliesinmytummy,andI

don’tevenwannatalkabouttheZambeziriverin

betweenmythighs.I’mprettysureheleaves

hickies.Itiltmyheadbackwardstogivehimfull

access.Softmoansescapemymouth.Hishands

goundermypajamavestandhecaressesmy



upperbody.Hesqueezesmybreastsandthat

drivesmeinsane.Hishandsaresosoftyetso

manly.Myphoneringsdisturbingus,Iknowitis

Nolby.

Him:“don’tanswerit.”

Me:“it’sNolbyandshewon’tstop,knowinghershe

isprobablygoingtocomeknockingatyourdoorin

lessthan30minutes.”

Him:“fine”hesulksandIjustremovemypajama

vestandanswermyphone.

Me:“stopsulking…babeswhat’sup?”hecupsmy

boobsandstartsuckingonmynipplesandIresist

theurgetomoanwhileNolbyisontheotherend.

Her:“I’mcomingtogetyounow.”

Me:“IforgotIhadareactionearlieronsoIwillonly

beupforafewminutesbecauseoftheinjection.”

Her:“ohhsorrybabeIwillcallyouinthemorning.I

loveyou.”

Me:“thanksMamqocwa.Loveyoutoo.”Iamsure



sheisablushingmessontheotherend.Ihangup

andallthistimeVuyoisstillsuckingmybreasts.I

cuphisfaceandkisshimandheresponds.Ithen

pullbackandstareathim.“Exactlywhyareyou

awake?”

Him:“wewerewatchingamoviewithThandekaand

Ifellasleepatthecinemaroom.”

Me:“okay,areyouhungry?”

Him:“yes,foryou”

Me:“I’mcravingicecream”Igetupfromhimstill

halfnakedandruntothekitchenbeforeheeven

attemptstostopme.Hefollowsmetothekitchen

andbythattimeIhaveatubinfrontofmeanda

spooninmyhand.Hemakemesitinthekitchen

counterandgetinbetweenmylegs.

Him:“sharingiscaring.”Ifeedhimandhefeedsme.

Wearesostressfreeonewouldactuallythinkwe

arealoneinthishouse.Whenwearedonehetakes

thetubbacktothefreezerandcomesbackstandin

betweenmylegsandwecontinuewithwhatwe

startinthelongueandIpullback.Hecarriesme



downthecounter.

Me:“Let’scontinuethisupstairs,shallwe?”andI

runupstairs.“Catchmeifyoucan”

Him:“castersemenyauyahluphayazi.”hecatches

mebeforeIreachthefirstfloorandputmetohis

shoulder.“Justincaseyourunoffagain”

Me:“Iwon’tputmedown,I’mheavy”

Him:“sayswho?”weenterhisbedroomandhe

placesmegentlyinhisbedanddisappearand

comesbackwithmyphoneandmypajamatop.He

alsocomestojoinmeinthebed.“Comecloserso

thatwecancuddletillwefallasleep.”

Me:“wellfornowI’mnotsleepy”

Him:“whatdoyousuggestwedo?”

Me:“talk,welltellmeaboutyourcrazyvarsity

moments”

Him:“youstart.”

Me:“wellinRichardsBaythereisaclubcalled



NeighborhoodShisanyama,it’snicebutitis

nowhereAlloy.SowedrovethereonaFridaynight

inNolby’scar.Itwasjampackedasusual.We

managedtofindatableandNolbywenttoorderus

drinksandmeatsoIwasleftaloneinthetable.I

waswearingashortjumpsuitandstilettos.Sothis

guywhowastipsycametomytableandaskedto

dancewithme.Iturnedhimdownandtheguy

wasn’tbackingoff.WhenhetriedtopullmeupI

justlostitandpunchedhim.Hewaslike‘bitchdid

youjustpunchme?’Itriedpunchinghimagainand

hejustcoveredhisface.‘PleaseI’msorry,notthe

faceagain.’Nolbylaughedherassout.Shewas

watchingthewholeactionandtheguyquickly

vanishedtothecrowdandweenjoyedtherestof

theevening.”WhenIamdoneVuyoisinstitches

laughing.

Him:“IsowishIwasthere.Thatmustmeanyou

throwaverymeanpunch.”

Me:“wantmetoshowyouhowmeanitcanbe?”

Him:“babeI’mamannotaweaklingandI’m

definitelynotapunchingbag.”



Me:“isthatachallenge?”

Him:“nomylove.Wannaknowsomething?”

Me:“yeah”

Him:“you’rethefirstgirlfriendtobuymeagift,

otherswerealwaysonthereceivingend”

Me:“firsttimeforeverythingright?”

Him:“yeah,Iloveyou”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo”

Him:“really?”

Me:“comeondude,what’stherenottolove?”

Him:“areyousayingI’mlovable?”

Me:“getofthathighhorse.Sweetdreams.”

Him:“thoughtyouweren’tsleepy”

Me:“stillnotbutI’mtiredoftalking.”

Him:“okaylet’scuddlethen.”Wecuddleandheis

asleepwithinamatterofseconds.Ijustwatchhim

sleep,helookssopeaceful,andIreallycan’tbelieve

heisactuallymyman.Itoofallforhimthefirsttime



IsawhimbutIdidn’twanttogivehimthe

satisfaction.Ieventuallydrifttodreamlandtoo.
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Iwakeupandsheisstillsleepingnexttome.She

lookedsobeautifulIcan’tresistit,soItakemy

phoneandcaptureafewpicturesofmysleeping

beauty.WhenIamdoneIcarryhertoherroom

sinceshewannakeepourrelationship“private”.I

gentleplaceherinherbedandcoverherinafleece.

Ithengobacktomyroomtotakeashower,Iget

dressedinadarkpurplesuit,blackdressshoes,

andwhiteshirtandwearmycufflinksthatwas



boughtbymysleepingbeautyandheaddownstairs.

Itisstillquietmeaningeveryoneisstillsleeping,I

makemyselfacerealandeatitwhilechattingwith

Soma.Wearesupposedtogoandcheckoutmy

restaurantinCenturioncalledMondisaDiner.When

IamdoneIrinsemybowlanddrivetoMondisa

DinerinmyGTI.WhenIgettherethestaffisalready

inthekitchenasweareabouttohaveameeting.

Me:“IamverysaddenedaboutthepassingofHead

ChefMunsamy.Shewasverygoodatherjoband

shewasveryyoung.Shewillforeverbemissed.

Mayhersoulrestinpeace.”

Everyone:“amen”

Me:“soIwouldliketoappointChefMthimkhuluto

beournewHeadChefmeaningtherewillbeaspot

openedforanewAssistantChef.Worrynot,Iwill

findareplacementbeforeFridaybecauseasthe

festiveseasonisapproachingtherestaurantwillbe

superbusy.AgaincongratsMthimkhulu,you

deservethisposition.”



Everyoneclappedandcheered,Mthimkhuluwas

justlaughingandsmiling.

Me:“wellmovingon,Iamnothappyabouttheway

SiyamthandaconductedherselfonThursdaynight.

Wedon’tmixbusinesswithpleasureandwedon’t

takeourpersonalissuestowork.Evenifyousee

yourboyfriendkissinganotherwomaninsidemy

restaurantyouwillcontainyourselfandconfront

themoutsidenotinside.Understood?”

Siya:“yessirandIamsorry,itwillneverhappen

again.”

Me:“andLucaskeepupthegoodwork,youhave

mademeproud.”

Lucas:“thankyousir.”

Me:“noweveryonegetoutthereandmakeme

somemoney.”

EveryonegoestotheirworkingstationsandIhead

tomyoffice.IfindSomasittingcomfortablyinmy

chair.Ijustsettleforthevisitor’schair.

Me:“itsuitsyou”



Him:“Iknow”

Me:“IwantyoutosetameetingwithNoluthando,

anupcomingbaker.Shesaidshewantsto

showcasehertalentatmyrestauranttheoneat

EastRandbutIwasthinkingofbringingherhere.

I’mprettysureshemakesgreatcakesandmost

customersherecomewiththeirkids.Checkher

detailsonmyemails.”

Him:“sheisreallygood.Shelookslikesomeone

whoknowsherstoryandloverherjob,sowhere

shouldthemeetingbe?”

Me:“hereandaskhertobringoneofhercakes,for

tastingpurposesandmakesureChefMthimkhulu

istheretoo,Ineedherapprovalonthisastheywill

beworkinginthesamekitchen.”

Him:“onitboss,sowhat’supwithyouandLwah?”

Me:“theonlythingIcanisthatIaminloveI

wouldn’ttradeherfornothing.“

Him:“weshoulddodoubledinnerdatewithherand

Lebo”



Me:“greatidea”myphonebeepsanditisa

messagefromprincesssaying“wakingupnotnext

toyouisatotalbummer”Icallherandsheanswers

immediately.

Me:“morningmyloveandI’msorry,Ihadtorushto

MD,therewasacrisisthere”

Her:“morning,relaxIknowyou’reaverybusyman,

Ican’texpectyoutobealwayswithme24/7.

Anywayshaveaniceday,I’llseeyoulaterifyou’re

nottoobusy.”

Me:“princessdon’tbelikethat,youknowyou’rea

prioritytooandIwillmaketimeforyou”

Her:“noneed,I’mgoingoutwithmyfamilytoday.I

willseeyouintheevening.”

Me:“Iloveyou.”

Her:“Iknow”shethenhangsup.

Soma:“she’smadthatshedidn’twakeupnextto

you?”

Me:“kindofbutshedoesn’twannashowit.”

Him:“Iwilltellyouwhenisdragonladyavailablefor



thedoubledate.”

Me:“pleasedo.”

#LWANDEKA

WegototheMallofAfrica.IamdrivingtheEvoque.

It’sareallycomfortablecar.Westartatgame

storesandIbuymomanewmicrowaveand65”

FHDLed.ThetwinsaresohappyabouttheTV,they

can’twaittogethomeandplugitin.Ithenpromise

momtoupgradeherDSTVtoexplora.Wethengoto

sheet-streettobuynewbeddingandwealsogoto

Mr.Pricehometobuysomehomeutensilsand

otherthings.Mymomisworriedbyhowshewill

carrythesethingshomeandItoldherthatIwill

havethemdeliveredbyMonday,latestwouldbe

Wednesday.WegotoFoschinitobuyherafew

clothes,phelamommygotstyle.Herphonerings

andsheexcusesherselftoanswerit.Shecomes

backsour.

Me:“momwhatisit?”



Her:“Thabanihaspassedon.”FinallyGodhas

heardmyprayers.

Me:“wowthat’stragic,soyouneedtogoback

home?”Poormom,shedoesn’tknowthather

brotherwasthefounderofmonsters.

Her:“assoonaspossible”

Me:“letmecheckifthereareanyavailableflightsto

Durbantoday,Londypleasecontinuewithmom’s

shopping.”

IgetonlineandfindaflighttoDurbandepartingin

anhour,luckilythebusinessclassisn’tfullsoI

bookherafirstclassticket.Igobacktotellher.We

gotoClickstobuyhercosmeticsbecausethereis

notimetogetbackhome.WethengotoNandos

anddinethere.Wedrivehertotheairportandgoto

SandtonMalltowatchamovie.Afterthemoviewe

drivethruMcDonaldstobuysomeBigMacsandwe

headhome.Thekidsaresostress-freeand

rejoicing,itislikeuncleThabanididn’tjustdie.ButI

don’tblametheirreactions.UncleThabaninever

treatedusgood,weweresubjecttohisabuseso



goodriddanceifyouaskme.Wearrivehomeand

gotothepatiowhereVuyoandThandekaare

seated.LwandogivesthemtheirBigMacsand

Landesihlegivesthemtheirdrinks.

TDK:“thankyoutwinpower”

Vuyo:“whereisyourmom?

Me:“ohhshewenthome,herbrotherdied.”

Him:“youruncle?”

Me:“yahwhendoyouguyswannagohome?”

Londeka:“probablyThursday,plusthetwinsare

donewiththeirtests.”

Landesihle:“ifitwasuptomewewouldprobably

gohomeonChristmas.”

Me:“I’mnotgoingtothefuneral.”

Lwando:“noyoucan’tdothat,pleasesisi.Ifyou’re

nottherewhowouldprotectus?”

Me:“orwecanallexcuseourselvesfromthe

funeral,it’snotlikesomethingwillgowrongifwe



arenotthere.”

Londeka:“thatwouldberudeandmomwillbemad

atus.”

Me:“youcangobutIamnotgoing.Sizwewillbe

thereandhewillprotectyou.”

Lwando:“whyareyoubeinglikethis?Youarethe

deputyparent,pleasesisi.Finewewillallgothere

onSaturdayandyouwillcomebackhereSaturday

afternoon.Youdon’thavetosleepatKZN.Please

considerit.”

Me:“fine”

Vuyo:“ifImayask,whydoesitseemlikeyoudon’t

getalongwithyourfamily?”weallkeepquiet

TDK:“Iguessyougotyouranswer.”Momsendsme

amessagesayingshelandedsafelyandsheisnow

atKwaNanda,inmyuncle’shomestead.Icallher

andsheanswersimmediatelyandIputheronloud

speaker.

Mom:“howareyouguys?”

Me:“wearegoodmom,how’sthefamily?”



Her:“dramaticasalways”

Lwando:“theywouldn’tmindifwedon’tcometothe

funeral?”

Her:“Lwandekatalksomesenseintoyouryounger

brother.IneedyouallherebyWednesdaylatest.”

Me:“ehhmomIwillbeworkingthewholeweekand

I’mdoingdayshiftssomaybeIwillbeabletofly

downbyFridayafternoonandgohomeeMzikhulu.I

willcomethereonSaturdaymorning.”

Her:“butthesepeoplewilltalkLwandeka.Please

don’tgivethemmorereasonstohateyou.”

Me:“momit’seitherIcomethereonSaturdayorI

don’tcomeatall.Idon’tcareiftheyhatemeornot.

GodknowshowmuchIhateThabani.Ifitwereup

tomeIwouldn’tevencometohisfuneral.”

Her:“mychildwhateverhesaidordidtoyou,you

needtoforgivehimandmoveonsothatyoucan

heal.”

Me:“healmama?Heal?Thatmanbrokeme,Iwill

neverheal,never.”Ileavehertalkingandruntomy



roomwithtearsstreamingdownmycheeks.Ilock

thedoorandsliddowntositonthefloorand

silentlysob.

#LUVUYO

Me:“Mrs.MnguniIwillmakesurethatLwandeka

comestothefuneralonSaturday.”

Her:“thankyouLuvuyo.Londeka,Lwandoand

Landesihleyoubettercomehometomorrow.”

Lwando:“momwewillcomewithsisi,wedon’t

wanttocometoKwaNandabeforethefuneral.You

havetounderstand.OnSundaywewilltellyou

everythingthatuncledidtousandwepromisethat

wewon’tkeepanysecretsfromyoufromthereon.”

Mrs.Mnguni:“thankyou,sleepwell”shehangsup.

TDK:“whatdidyouruncledotoyouexactly?”

Londeka:“it’snotsomethingweliketodiscuss,if

youwannahearaboutityouwillhavetocometo

MzimkhuluonSunday.”

Me:“IwillgocheckonLwandeka.”



Londeka:“don’tplease.Whensheislikethatshe

canbeveryrudeandviolent.Letherbeandwhen

sheisreadytofaceeveryoneshewillcome

downstairs.”

Me:“andwhenwillthatbe?”

Londeka:“Idon’tknowmaybetomorrow.”

Everyonewentinsidethehousebecauseitis

gettingdark.IgotoknockatLwandeka’sroomand

Igetnoresponse.Itryopeningthedooranditis

locked.Ijustletherbeandgodownstairstowatch

TVatthelongue.IamjoinedbyThandekaandwe

justwatchtheTVinsilence.

TDK:“I’morderingsupper,whatdoyouwantme

orderforyou?”

Me:“I’mokay.”

Her:“Iwillorderhalfcookedsteak.Iknowyouare

stressedoutbyprincessbutitwillbefine.”

Me:“whatifherapedher?”



Her:“let’snotthinkoftheworstcasescenario,let’s

justwaitforhertotellus.”

Me:“youheardher,thebastardbrokeher.Thetone

ofhervoicewhenshesaidthatIcouldhearthat

shewasinthevergeofbreakingdownandIdon’t

thinkIcanstandseeinghersad.”

Her:“pleaserelaxbro.I’masmadasyourightnow.

Justthinkingaboutherunclemakesmewanna

revivehimandkillhimagain.”

Me:“ChefMunsamypassedon.Iwouldlikeyouto

organizeamemorialserviceforheratthe

restaurant.Inviteherfamily.Butbeforethatplease

gopayyourcondolencesonMondayandgivethem

R10000justforthemtobuysomegroceriesforthe

week.”

Her:“herdeathwassosuddenandIthinkthe

memorialserviceshouldbeonThursdayandIwill

organizeDr.Tumitocomeandperformthere.”

Me:“goodidea.Andalsotryfindinganewchef.I

wantsomeonefreshfromculinaryschool.”

Her:“noted”



WecontinuewatchingtheTVinsilence.Lateronwe

arejoinedbythetripleLjustasthefoodisdelivered.

Londekatakesthehotwingsandstorethematthe

warmerforLwandeka.Wemakelightconversations

andweeatdinner.IpassbyLwandeka’sroomand

stillgetavoicemailwhenItryknocking.Ijust

proceedtomystudybecausethereissomework

thatneedstobedone.

[11/21,10:22] :CHAPTER16

*************

Scarshavethestrangepowertoremindusthatour

pastisreal.–CormacMcCarthy

************

Iwakeupwithathrobbingheadache.Icheckthe

timeonthewallclockanditis20:05.Igotothe

bathroomanddrankpainkillers.Ithentakeaquick

shower,dryandLotionmyself.Iwearmywork



uniformandputonsomelightmake-up.Ipackmy

walletandlipbalminmybackpack.Igodownstairs

tothekitchen.Iopenthewarmerandfindsome

KFChotwings.Itakethemoutandeatthemwhile

drinkingmilk.

WhenIamdoneIplacethedishesinthesink,take

myphonewhichisonthekitchencounter,search

fortheGTIkeys,findthemandIgotothegarage.I

driveoutandpassbydrivethruKFCtoorderalatte.

Iarriveatworkandstartmyshift.Itisjampacked

soIjustworkbehindthecounterwithLeboand

Aviwe.WhenmybreakcomesIgotothelocker

roomandjustlistentomusic.Igobacktoworkand

NastyCisonstage,ohhthat’swhyitissopacked.

WhenheisdonehegoestotheVIPsectionwithhis

crew,Igototaketheirorderandservethem.Oneof

hiscrewmembersjusthadtospeak.

Him:“mamasitahowaboutyoujoinus?”



Me:“someofushavetoworksir”

Him:“comeondon’tbeuptight,I’msureyou’re

dyingtochillwithus.”

Me:“sadlyI’mnot,ifyouneedanythingplease

shout.”

Ileavethemandcontinuewithmyshift.Whenmy

shiftisdoneIdrivethruKFConceagainandbuya

latteanddrivehome.WhenIgettothedriveway

VuyoandThandekaaretherestretchingbeforetheir

morningjog.IhootwhenIdrivepastthemandgo

toparkthecarinthegarage.WhenIgetinthrough

thekitchendoorVuyoisseatingatthebarstool.

Me:“morningandcanwepleasetalkwhenIwake

up?”Isayaswalkpasshim,hegrabsmywristand

turnmetofacehim.HekissesmeandIgiggle.“I

haven’tbrushedmyteethyet”



Him:“andIdon’tcare.IloveyouandI’mherefor

you.”

Me:“IknowandwewilltalkwhenI’mready.Don’t

keepThahwaiting.”

Him:“yesma’am,Iwillseeyoulater”hekissesmy

cheekandjogoutside.Igotomyroom,takeaquick

shower,gobacktomyroomanditislightsout.

LONDEKA

Hey,LondekaXolileMngunihere,thesecondborn

ofNtokozoMnguniandNokukhanyaMnguni

(MaNdlovu).I’mcurrentlydoingmyfirstyearatthe

UniversityofZululand,I’mdoingadegreein

EducationFoundationPhase.Beingateacherisn’t

somethingIdreamedofbecomingoneday.Butyou

knowoursocietybelievesthatyouhavetostudyfor

aqualificationwherethereisn’tscarcityofjobs,but

hellowehavequalifiedteacherswhoarestayingat

homewiththeirdegrees.Ihavealwayswantedto

studyeventsplanningandmanagementbutmom



putherfootdown.She,however,failedwith

Lwandekabecausemysistercanbestubbornas

hellandshebelievesthateveryoneshouldbe

allowedtostudyfortheirdreamjobeventhough

thereisscarcityofjobsinthatfield.SoIwilltryand

getheronmysidebecauseIwannastudyevents

planningandmanagementhereinJHB.

Ihave1bestfriendnamedLindiweMazibuko.Her

homeishereinJohannesburg,Soweto.Ipromised

tovisithersinceI’malsohere.Ihave+6boyfriends,

someIdon’tknowtheirnamessoIjustcallthem

“babe”tobeonthesafesideandtheynevercaught

mecheatingifthat’swhatyou’rewondering.I’ma

veryskilledcheatersorelax.

Thethingaboutmyuncleisthatheusedtobeatus

upeverychancehegotwhenwewereyoung,allof

us.MymomworkedatPMBsoshewouldleave

MondayinthemorningandcomebackFriday

eveningsoweusedtolivewithuncleThabaniand



hiswifeinmymother’shouse.Wenevertoldmom

abouttheabusebecausewedidn’twanttoworry

her,butwehavescarstoprovehisabuse.Hewould

beatusupjustbecausewelookedlikeourfather.

Atthattimemomanddadwerenotmarriedbut

werestilldating,hetoolivedinPMBandvisitedus

everynowandthen.Thisonedaymomcameback

fromworkwithdadandtoldusthatshefoundajob

inourhometownanddadwasmovingin.

Weweresohappybecausethatmeanttheabuse

wouldstop.Momanddadgotmarriedandwentto

thehoneymoonforaweek.Thatwastheworst

weekbecauseunclecamebackwithfullforce,he

rapedmeandLwandeka.Lwandekasaiditwas

timewestopthisonceandforallsowewentto

Thabi,Lwandeka’slesbianfriendwhoisagangster.

Wetoldhereverythingandshewantedkillunclebut

webeggedhernotto.Sosheshothimandtoldhim

nevertosetfootinuMzimkhulueveragain.That

wasthelasttimeweheardfromhim.Sofindingout

thatheisdeaditwaslikeahugeweighthasbeen



liftedoffmyshouldersbutatthesametimeold

woundswereopenedbecausetheyneverreally

healed.

Iwakeup,domymorninghygieneroutineandgo

downstairs,Ifindeveryoneeatingbreakfastexcept

Lwandeka.Igreetthemandjoinin.

Me:“whereisLwah?”

TDK:“sheissleeping.Shewenttoworklastnight”

Me:“ohh”IeatquicklyandwhenIfinishIdishup

forher,pourjuiceforherandtakethefoodtoher

room.IfindhersleepingwithonlyapantyonandI

mustadmitshehasabodytodiefor.Ijustchuckle

andplaceherfoodnexttohersidelamp.Iopenthe

curtainsandwindows,thenIgotosleepnexttoher

andstartpokinghercheeksuntilsheopensher

eyes.

Her:“LondekabracanIresttuh?”

Me:“nope,wakeupandeatyourbreakfast”



Her:“later”

Me:“no,nowsitupIwillfeedyou.”Shehesitantly

sitsupandIsitinfrontofherandplaceherfoodon

mylapandstartfeedingher.“WhatifLuvuyogets

inherandfindsyounaked?”

Her:“Ireallydon’tcare,it’snotlikehehasnever

seenmenaked”

Me:“soyouguyshavedonethedeeds?”

Her:“notthatit’sanyofyourbusinessbutno,our

relationshipisstillnew,wejustwannagettoknow

eachotherfirst.”

Me:“cute,Lindywantmetovisithertomorrowso

willyoutakemethere?”

Her:“it’smylastnightdoingmynightshifttonight

soIwilltakeyoutheretomorrowmidday”

Me:“thankyou”thetwins’bargein,Landesihle

throwsherselfonthebedandLwandocloseshis

eyeswhenheseesthatLwahisnaked.

Lwando:“ewwcoverupsisi”

Her:“what?Domyboobsmakeyouhorny?”



Him:“Londydosomething”welaughathimand

Lwahtakesabaggyt-shirtbehindherpillowand

wearit

Lwah:“youcanopenyoureyesnowlittleman”he

opensthemandjoinusinthebed.

Landesihle:“sowhatarewedoingtoday?”

Lwah:“howaboutwebakeandafterthatwecook

Sundaylunch?”

Lwando:“that’sawesomepluswhenwasthetime

webaked?”

Lwah:“letmecallZethu”shetakeherphoneand

dialZethuandputitonloudspeaker.Igototakea

bumshortinLwandeka’sclosetandgiveittoher.

Zethu:“sisiLwahunjani?”

Lwah:“ngiyaphiladadepleasetaketherestofthe

dayoffandcomebacktomorrow.”

Zethu:“thankssisi,butJobe…”

Lwah:“ifhehasanobjectiondirecthimtome.”

Zethu:“thankyousisi,haveagreatday.”



Lwah:“youtoo”shehangsupandweartheshort

andweallgotothekitchen.Iamcarryingthe

dishessoIwashthemandweallsitaroundthe

kitchencounterdiscussingwhatwewillbaking.

LWANDEKA

Me:“sowhatarewebaking?”

Lwando:“Iwantchocolatebrownies”

Londeka:“I’mcravingamilktart”

Landesihle:“Iwantaredvelvetcake.”

Me:“youguysaretryingtoturnthiskitchenintoa

bakeryIsee.Wellletmejotdowntheingredients,

Londekayouwillaskoneoftheguardstodriveyou

tothemallandpleasebequickorelseIwon’tmake

yourmilktart”IjotdownalltheingredientsIwill

needandgivethepapertoLondeka.Vuyocomesin

followedbyThandeka.

Vuyo:“what’sgoingoninhereandwhereisZethu?”

Landesihle:“sisigaveheradayoff.Wearebaking

today,ohhshewilldomostoftheworkbutwewill



helpanywherewecanandafterthatwewillbe

cookingSundaylunch.”

TDK:“sowhatareyouguysgoingtobake?”Itake

outmycreditcardfrommybackpocketandgiveit

toLondy.

Me:“pleasehurry,myheartisnotintherightplace

today.”

Londy:“youdon’thavetosayittwice”

Vuyo:“whereareyougoing?”

Londy:“tobuyallthenecessarythings,ingredients”

Vuyo:“comeIwilldriveyou”

Me:“I’mgivingyouguys45minutes’tops,ifyou’re

notherebythen…”

Londy:“stopthreateningmymilktart,come

Luvuyo”shepullshimandtheygooutside.

TDK:“sowhatdowedointhemeantime?”

Me:“pleasedefrostchickenwings,ribsandstewing

beef.Lwandopleasetakeoutgreenpepper,

tomatoesandlettucefromthefridgeandrinse



themandputtheminthisbowl”Isayhandinghima

bowl.“Landepleasetakeoutthespinachfromthe

fridge,rinseit,chopit,putinthepotonthestove

andletitboil.”

TheydothetasksIaskthem.Itakeoutapronsand

theywearthem.Igotothelongueandopenmusic

soloudtheneighborswillhearit,Iamplaying

Shekinah’sRoseGoldAlbum.Ilovethischickso

much,hermusicisjustsonatural.SheandAmanda

Blackaremynumber1ladiesinMzansi.

Ithencookricewithveggies.AfterawhileVuyoand

Londycomebackandwestartbaking.Whenweare

donebakingwecontinuecookingandwhenthe

potsarefinishedandallthesaladsaredoneweall

gotofreshen-upbecauseourclothesaredirty.

LondyandIdoasetupbythepoolsideandwe

placeallthefoodsthereforselfservice.Everyone

comeoutandweindulgeinthedeliciousfood.

Vuyo:“wenolongerneedachef,Imeanif

MaQwabecancooksuchdeliciousfoodthenI’m

justwastingmytimewiththechef.”



TDK:“heyweallcontributed”

Londy:“don’tbejealous,thecomplimentswere

directedtobigsis,maybeyoursarestillcoming.

Justwait”wealllaugh.

Afterwearedoneweeatthecakeswebakedand

afterthatwegotothecinemaroominsidethe

housetowatch“GOINGOUTINSTYLE”,acomedy

about3oldmenwhorobbedabank.Around5pmI

gotomyroomtotakeanap.Vuyofollowsme.We

sittogetherinthebedandsilencefillstheroom.

Vuyo:“Iwon’tforceyoutotalk.OnceyouarereadyI

willbehereforyou.”

Me:“thankyouandIloveyou”



Vuyo:“Iloveyoutoo”wekiss,cuddleandwefall

asleepineachother’sarms.

.

.

.

.

.

Iloveyouguys.Pleasedontforgettolike,comment

andsharetoyourfriends

[11/21,10:22] :CHAPTER17
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Holdingonisbelievingthatthere’sapast;lettinggo

isknowingthatthere’safuture.–DaphneRose

Kingma

***********



Icomebackfromwork,restabitthenjointhe

otherstheyarechillinginthelonguetalkingabout

Godknowswhat.

Londy:“sosisi,whenareyoutakingmetoSoweto?”

Me:“evennowifyou’reready.”

Londy:“letmegoandgetmythings”sheruns

upstairs.

Landesihle:“sisicanIcomewith?”

Me:“I’msorryyoungladybutyoucan’tcomewith

usaswewillpassbyAlloy.”

Lwando:“bhutiLuvuyocanIgowithyouwherever

you’regoing?Sometimesbeingwiththeladiescan

makepeopleassumeyou’regayorsomething”we

alllaugh.

Vuyo:“wellIhaveameetinginCenturioninanhour

butit’snotserious.InfactIwillbecaketastingsoI

don’tmindifyouaccompanymeandafterthat

maybewecancreateourownfunwithoutthe

ladies.”Lwando’sfacelightensup.Landesihlelooks



sad.

TDK:“don’tworryLandeyouwillcomewithme.I’m

goingtoPretoriasowewillcomebackverylate.”

Landesihle:“yay!Letmegochangemyshoesand

thenIwillbeready.”Sherushesupstairsbumping

intoLondy.

Londy:“andthenwhat’supwithher?”shemakeher

waytothelongueandsitnexttome.

Me:“she’sexcitedthatsheisgoingtoPretoria”my

phonerings,IcheckthecallerIDandgetannoyed

sametime.“Youhavegottobekiddingme.”Idrop

thecall.

Londy:“whoisit?”

Me:“umfelokazi”(thewidow)

Her:“whatthefuckdoesshewant?”thestupid

phoneringsagain,Idropthecall,putinonflight

modeandhandittoLwando.

Me:“thisisyoursfortheday,playgameswithit,

takeasmanypicturesasyouwant.Let’sgoLondy”

Istandupandalsotakemybag.



Vuyo:“IwillbeusingtheGTItoday”

Me:“relaxIwasn’tplanningonusingit,todayI’m

cravingtheR8.”

TDK:“princessbecareful.Youneedtobreathe,

pleasecalmdownanddon’tspeedontheroad.”

Me:“relax,don’tworry,IwillbefineplusIwillbe

withLondy,whatcouldgowrong?”

ItaketheR8keysandLondyandIgotothegarage,

wehopinanddriveout.Iturnupthemusicand

LondymakesanInstagramlivevideo.Shecanbe

extremesometimes.Youwillbeamazedthatshe

hasabout90kfollowerswhensheisnotevena

celeboraninfluencer.IoncecheckedVuyoandI

discoveredthathehasmorethan500kfollowers

butherarelyposts.Ladieslovehim,thecomments

ayytheywillleaveyoubreathless.WellnamiItry,I

haveabout180kfollowersandThahhas759k

followers.Sheisselfless,sheevenhas

professionalnudesonhertimeline.

WearrivetoSowetoafteranhourandwestop

outsideLindy’sgate.Wegetoutofthecar,Ilockit



andwegoinsidethehouse.Londyknocksand

Lindyopensthedoor,greetsusandleadusintothe

longue.WesitdownandLindydisappeartothe

kitchenandcomesbackwithjuiceandscones,we

starteatingthemoverlightconversation.

Lindy:“sohowlongareyoustayingherefor?”

Londy:“Idon’treallyknow,it’suptomysister.Butit

would’vebeenreallycoolifIstayheretheentire

festiveseason.”

Lindy:“wellifyoustaymaybewecanhitthatcool

clubinSandtoncalledAlloy.Ihaveneverbeenthere

butfromwhatI’veheardIcansaythatthevibeis

there.”

Me:“wellIworktheresoIcanattestthatthevibe

thereisverymuchalive.”

Lindy:“whatdoyoudothere?”

Me:“Iworkasawaitress.”Hereyeswiden.

Lindy:“thehowthefuckdidyouaffordtobuythe

R8?”



Me:“honeyIdon’tkissandtell.”Londylaughs.

Londy:“weareactuallyonourwaytoAlloy,wanna

tagalongandwewillrequestanUberforyouwhen

youwannacomehome.”

Lindy:“wellI’mgame”

Londy:“wherearetherents?”

Lindy:“atwork,I’mhomealonesowecango.”She

collectsthedishestakethemtothekitchenand

comesbackwithherbag.“Let’sgothen.”Weleave

thehouseandheadtoAlloy.

LUVUYO

LwandoandIheadtoMD,wearrivethereandfind

Noluthando,ChefMthimkhuluandSomaalready

waitingformeattheoffice.WeenterandLwando

sitsdowninthecouchandcontinuesplaying

gamesinprincess’sphone.

Me:“eveningeveryone.SorryI’mlate.Nicetofinally

meetyouMissNkabinde”Iextendmyhandandwe



shakehands.“I’mLuvuyoSithole,ownerof

MondisaRestaurant.ThisisChefMthimkhuluand

Somaandthatyoungmanoverthereismyfriend

Lwando”hewavesateveryone.

Noluh:“pleasuretomeetyouall”

Me:“wellaftertastingthecakethejobisallyours

becauseIwasverymuchimpressedbyyour

proposal,asSomatoldyouoverthephoneyouwill

beworkinghereinMDnotinEastRand(A-CLASS

RESTAURANT,that’sitsname).Ifyouhadan

apartmentthereSomacanlookforanapartment

foryouhere.IbroughtChefheresoyoucangetto

knoweachotherbecauseyouwillbeworkinginthe

samekitchen.Ihopetherewon’tbeanyproblems

orissuesbecauseyouarebothprofessionals.

PleasedosendSomathelistofequipmentyouwill

beneedingsothatitcanbereadyforyouassoon

aspossible.”

Chef:“it’sapleasuretomeetyouMissNkabinde,I

hopewewilltogetherinharmonyandwewillhave

noconflictstowhatsoever.Andlastlywelcometo

MondisaDiner.”



Noluh:“thanksChef”

Chef:“pleasecallmeNqobile”

Noluh:“andpleasecallmeNoluh”theybothlaugh.

“andMr.SitholeIhaveahousenotanapartmentin

Saxonwoldandtransportisnotanissue.”Sne

enterswithjuiceandglassesandplacesitonmy

tableandleaves.

Me:“nowcanwegettothecaketasting?”

Lwando:“finally,Iwasbeginningtofallasleep”we

alllaugh.Noluhstandsupandservesusthecake,it

iscaramelcake.Nqobileservesusjuice.“Thiscake

issodelish,canIpleasehaveanotherslice?I

wannagiveittomybigsisterwhenwegethome,

shelovescaramelcakeinfactshewouldkillforit”

wealllaugh.

Me:“who?Lwandeka?”

Lwando:“yessir,caramelisherfavourite,thisone

timeshecamehomewithitandwemistakenlyate

itandshegaveusabeatingofalifetime.”Weall

laughagain.



Noluh:“wellyoucantaketheremainingcakeifit’s

okaywithMr.Sithole”

Me:“pleasecallmeJobeorLuvuyoandit’sfinewe

cantakeithome,I’msureeveryonewillwantataste

ofit.”

Nqobile:“wellthecaketastesgood,thanksNoluh,I

don’tknowwhenwasthelasttimeItasteda

deliciouscake.Ineedtogetbacktoworksosee

youlaterboss,Soma,youngman”shestandsup.

Me:“maybeyoucanshowNoluharound”shenods.

Noluhstandsupandtheyfolloweachotherout.

Soma:“sheiscute.”

Me:“you’restillalive,Ithoughtyouweredead.”

Lwando:“metoo,sowhichonebetweenthetwo

youhaveacrushon?”

Me:“mymoneyisonNoluhbutyouwon’tgether

evenifyoulike.”

Soma:“andwhyisthat?”

Me:“dudedidyouseehowshewasstaringat

Nqobile?Thatwasaclearindicationthatsheisa



lesbian.Ifnotthensheisbisexual.”

Soma:“I’lltrymyluck.”

Me:“yeystayawayfromNoluhSoma,Idon’twant

herfallingintovictimbecauseyouknowyourfiancé

canbeverycrazysometimes,welleverytime.”

Some:“justknowthatIwilltapthatass”Ilaughat

him.Hepacksthecakeandgatherthedishesand

takethemtothekitchen.Itakethecakeand

LwandoandIleavetheoffice.

WemakeourwaytoMaponyamall,wegotoWimpy

andthewaitresstherekeepsonflirtingwithmeI

getannoyedandweleave.WesettleforNandos2

fullchickenswithGreeksalads,chipsandrolls

(takeaway)andwegohome.

THANDEKA

LandeandIheadtoChefMunsamy’shomewhich

isinPretoriatopayourrespectsandafterthatwe

gotoGoldReefCity.Sheinsiststhatweplayafew

gamesandIcan’tsayno.whilesheisridingthe



TowerofTerrorIreceiveacallfromZweli,afuck

buddy.Thisguyknowshiswayinthebedroom.IfI

weretoratehimI’dgivehima9/10.Theonly

problemisIcanseethathe’sstartingtocatch

somefeelingssoI’vebeenignoringhiscalls.I

answerthisonebecauseIwanttohearwhathe

wants.

Me:“Zweli”

Him:“MaStholeunjan?”hearinghisvoiceafterso

longmakesmedohornyandcravehimsobadly.I

likethewayhemoansmynamewhenhecumsand

hisvoicejust…eishIdon’tknowhowtoexplainit.

Me:“I’mokay,howareyou?”

Him:“I’mnotokay.You’vebeenignoringmycalls.I

evenwenttoAlloytodayhopingthatI’dseeyou

therebutdololo.”You’retooforward,whywouldyou

gotomyworkplace?OfcourseIdon’tsaythatout

loud,Ijustcreatealiequickly.

Me:“sorry.I’vebeenverybusylately.Iwasin

NorthernCapethisweekend.”



Him:“ohhokaysowhencanwemeet?Imissbeing

insideyou.”WellIlikehowhecanbesoreal

sometimesandgetstraighttothepoint.

Me:“youcancometomyapartmentinRandburgat

8pmtonight.Bringsomewine.”

Him:“willyoubecooking?”webothlaugh.

Me:“areyoutryingtomakefunofme?”Iama

horriblecook.

Him:“sorry,Ijustwantedtohearyoulaugh.”Iroll

myeyes,seewhatImeanabouthimcatching

feelings.“Iwillbringdinner.”

Me:“coolseeyouthen.”Ihangupbeforehecan

reply.

WellZweliDubeistheCEOofMthenteHoldings.He

ownssharesinothercompanies.Heisboyfriend

goals.Heknowshowtospoilalady,heknowshow

tocookandhealsoknowshowtotreatalady.Itis

justthatIamnotreadyforarelationshipsoweour

relationshipisanostringsattachedtypeofthing.



Heis30yearsold.Has1kid,adaughterwhois5

yearsoldbutIhavenevermetbecauseIdon’t

wannacomplicateourrelationship.Heisawidow.

Helosthiswife2yearsagoinacarcrash.Maybein

thenearfuturewhenIamnolongeraHunterI’d

pursuearelationshipwithhimbutnotnow.The

bosscallsmeaboutashipmentretrievedbyT-bone

andKhweziandactuallycomplimentedmyteamfor

impressiveskills,ofcourseIdon’twannabragbutI

amtheonewhodevisedtheplanforthemission.

Afterafewminutesofblabbinghefinallyhangsup.

Landesihlefinishesplayingandweheadhome.

LWANDEKA

WearriveatAlloyandwegostraighttothebar.

Londy:“thisplaceisbeautiful,outofthisworld.The

tables,thestage,theVIParea.OMG!Vuyoand

Thandekahastaste.Damn.”SheisonInstagram

makingavideo,Instagramstory.Ayyyoucannever

keepupwithher.



Lindy:“tellmeaboutitchomi,itlookslikeamini

heaven.Iamdefinitelygonnapartyherethisfestive

season.”

Londy:“konjeyouhaveLizwiwena,yourministerof

finance”theylaugh.Thesekidsthough.Lebo

appearsfromnowhere.

Lebo:“eveningladies,whatcanIgetyou?”

Me:“hebana,whatareyoudoinghere?Aren’tyou

supposedtoberestinghome?”

Lebo:“Mandisawasinvolvedinacaraccident,she

isinthehospitalsoIhadtofillinforher.”

Me:“OMG!Howisshe?”

Lebo:“shewillbefine,shewasinjuredontheright

armandleg”

Me:“thatmeansshewon’tbecomingtowork

anytimesoon”

Lebo:“yeah,sowhatwouldyouliketodrink?”

Me:“midnightmojito”

Londy:“sexonthebeachcocktail”shesaysina



seductiveway.Ilookather,hebanathiskid.She

betternotbecrushingonAviwe’sbae.

Lindy:“I’dalsolikeasexonthebeachcocktail.”

Leboservesusordrinks,afterwefinishIpayfor

themandgooutsideafterrequestinganUberfor

Lindy.HerUberarrives,wesayourgoodbyesand

wegohome.

Whenwearrivehomeeveryoneisontherooftop

makingnoisesowejointhem.

Landesihle:“sowewenttoChefNhlabathi’shome

topayourrespectsafterthatweheadedtoGold

ReefCityandhadsomuchfun.”

Lwando:“youaresounfair,howcouldyougothere

withoutme?Aren’tyounolongermytwin?”

Landesihle:“don’toverreacttwinI’msuresisiwill

takeyouthere,maybetomorrow.Sohowwasyour

day?”

Lwando:“sowewenttohaveameetingwithavery



coolbaker.Shebroughtuscaramelcake”

Me:“myfavourite”goshIwassohappy,Idon’t

knowwhenwasthelasttimeIhadit.Mostly

becausemoststoresdon’tsellit.

Lwando:“Iknow,webroughtithome.Sowewentto

Wimpyandthisuglywaitresswasflirtingwithbhuti

Vuyo.Hewassopissedoffthatweleftwithout

ordering”wealllaugh.

Landesihle:“sohowwasyourdaysisi?”shesays

lookingatmeandLondy.

Londy:“wellbigsiswon’tansweryou,hermindis

onthecaramelcakerightnow”wealllaugh.“Well

ourdaywasfabulousandbhutiVuyoandThandeka

Imustapplaudyou,Alloyisareallyniceplace,

everythingaboutitscreamsvibe”

Vuyo:“thanksforthereviewLondy.”Theycontinue

chatting,Iparticipatehereandtherebutmymindis

nothere,Iamjustwonderingwhatauntwantedto

sayearlieron.

Me:“youngmanyoucanbringbackthephone

now.”HehandsmemyphoneandIswitchtheflight



modeoff.MessagescomefloodingandIjust

ignorethem.“Excuseme”IstandupandIgoinside

thehousewhiledialingmom’snumber.She

answersafterawhile.

Mom:“Nkosazanawhathappenedtoyourphone?

Wetriedcallingyouthewholedayandwecouldn’t

reachyou.Wethoughtoftheworstcasescenario.”

Me:“calmdownmomIwenttoworkandI

accidentallyforgotmyphoneinmyroom.”

Mom:“ohhokay.”

Me:“whatisitthatyouwantedtotalkaboutmom?”

Mom:“canyoubelievethesepeople?Theyare

sayingyoushouldcontributeR10000towardsthe

funeralarrangementsjustbecauseyou’reworking”

Me:“excuseme?”

Mom:“Itoldthemtogotohell,that’swhytheywere

callingyoualldaylong.Theywantedtoconvince

youandalsothatyoucomeearliersothatyoucan

helpthemwithyourbigcarwiththearrangements.”

Me:“bigcar?Whatthehellarethesepeopletalking



about?”

Mom:“apparentlyNoma’sfriendsawyouat

Sandtondrivingthisbigcarenteringahugehouse,

sheworksthereasadomesticworker,soshetold

themeverything.WellthatyouaremarriedtoVuyo

andstuff.”

Me:“GodIcan’tbelievethis.”IfeelVuyo’sarms

huggingmefrombehind.Iamstandinginthe

passageofthe2ndfloor.“MomIwillseeyouon

Saturday,takecare.”Ihangupandturntofacehim.

Him:“whatdidtheydotomyprincess?”Ikeepquiet.

Hejusthugsme.Myphonerings,itisthewidow.

Me:“widow”

Her:“isthathowyoutalktoyoureldersLwandeka?”

Me:“whatdoyouwant?”

Her:“Iheardyouscoredyourselfablesserthere”

Vuyolaughssilentlybecausehecanhearher.

“Anywaysweneedmoneyforthefuneral

preparationssocanyoupleasedepositR10000for

ussothatwecanstartpreparing?”



Me:“IseeThabididn’tscareyouenough,youstill

havethenervetocontactme.”

Her:“that’sallinthepastnow,canyoupleasehelp

meburymyhusbandinpeace?”

IdetachmyselffromVuyoandsmashmyphoneon

thewall.Andtherehewas,uncleThabanistanding

infrontofme,Iclosemyeyesandopenthemagain

hopingthisisalljustanhallucination,sadlyit

wasn’tbecauseIsawhimonceagainwhenIopen

them,hekeepscallingmeWawaandtellingmehow

sexyIamwiththatshortI’mwearing.Wherethe

helldidVuyogo?Ijustscream,runtomyroomand

gotohideinmyclosetwhileprayingandsobbing

silently.

[11/21,10:22] :CHAPTER18

Pleasedon'treportme.Simplyforyourpleasuremy

loyalreaders .Pleasedokeeponliking,

commentingandsharing.Enjoy



LUVUYO

Whenshesaid“getawayfrommeuncleThabani”I

knewthatsomethingwaswrong.Igototheroofto

callThandekaandLondeka.Weallgotoherroom

andfindhersittingonthefloorinhercloset,crying.

Iwon’tlie,seeingherinthatstatebrokemyheart

intomillionpieces.Lookingattheloveofyourlife

driftingintoadarkholeisnotagoodimage.

Londekasatdowninfrontofher.

Londy:“sisi,lookatme”sheshakesherhead.“Itis

meLondekaMnguni,daughterofNtokozoMnguni

andNokukhanyaMnguni.Pleaselookatme.”She

slowlyraisesherheadandstareatLondy.Londy

bringshertoherarmsandhugsher.Sheisalso

crying.

Lwandeka:“ishestillhere?”

Londy:“no,heisdeadsisi.HediedonSaturday.

Youneedtostopthinkingabouthim.Youneedto

bestrongforus.IfLwandoandLandesihlewereto

seeyoulikethistheywouldbreaksisi.Youareour



pillarofstrength.Pleasedon’tlethimbreakyou

again.”LondystandsupandhelpsLwahstandup.

Lwandeka:“howcanIstopthinkingabouthimwhen

theykeepshovinghimdownmythroat?”

TDK:“Icanorganizeatherapistforyouguysafter

thefuneral.Youneedtoclosethischapterofyour

lifeandhealonceandforall”theybothnod.

Lwandekaseesmeandjustthrowsherselfatme.I

hugherwhilebrushingherback.BothThandeka

andLondekaexitherroom.Wegotositinherbed

andshelooksdownwhilefiddlingwithherfingers.

Her:“youstillwannabewithme?”whatthehell?

Whatissheonabout?

Me:“whatareyoutalkingabout?”

Her:“I’mbroken,damaged.Whywouldyouwanna

bewithsomeonelikethat?Someonewhois

emotionallybrokenwhereasyoucanhaveany

womanyouwantintheworld?”



Me:“you’recrazy”

Her:“excuseme?”

Me:“Iwillnotletyoudegradeyourselforlookdown

uponyourselfbecauseofwhataweakandpathetic

excuseofamandidtoyouyearsago.Iloveyou

LwandekaMnguniandifitwereuptomeIwould

marryyoutodayandneverletyougobecauseyou

areareallyraregem.”Shelooksmewhilewiping

hertearsandasmileformsinherface.

Her:“youreallywouldmarrymetoday?”Ilaugh.

“You’recrazy”

Me:“youreallypickeduponthat?”shechuckles.

“WellIamcrazyinlovewithyouandIwillalways

behereforyou.WhenyouarereadytotalkIwillbe

theretolistenandwhenyouaredoneIwillgoand

digupyouruncle’sbodyandkillhimforrealthis

timeandburyhimlikeadogthatheis”shelaughs.

Her:“youreallywoulddothatforme?”

Me:“Iwoulddoanythingtoseeasmileinyourface

myprincess.”Sheblushes.



Her:“canIsleepinyourroomtonight?IdoubtIwill

sleeppeacefullyinthisroom.”Myheartdoesi

ThusoPhala .

Me:“youdon’tevenhavetoask.Andifit’sokay

withyou,Iwouldlikeyouaccompanyyoutothe

funeral.”

Her:“thanksVuyothatwouldmeanalottomeand

mysiblings.Eventhoughyouareallegedlymy

blesserhusband.”Ilaughandlookather.

Me:“what?”

Her:“rumorhasitthatIammarriedtoablesserthat

livesinSandton.”Ilaughloudlythistimearound

andshejoinsme.

Me:“wellwhocaresaboutrumors?Nowlet’sgoeat

sothatyoucanhaveyourcaramelcake.”

Her:“Itotallyforgotaboutit.”Westandupandhead

downstairs.

Me:“whydidn’tyoutellmethatitisyourfavourite?”

Her:“Iknewthatitishardtofindso…”



Me:“withmenothingishardtofind.”

Sherollshereyesandchuckle.Itakeoutthecake,

cutoutapieceforherandapieceformeandreturn

ittothefridge.Ithenpourjuiceforthebothofus.I

sitdownandweeat.

Her:“mmmIamalreadyinlovewiththewoman

whobakedthiscake.Pleasedobuyitformeevery

nowandthenbutnoteveryday.”

Me:“anythingformyqueen”wefinisheatingand

joineveryoneinthediningroombecausetheyare

alreadyeatingsupper.

THANDEKA

SeeingLwandekabreakdownlikethatmademe

realizethatthisuncleoftheirsactuallyrapedthem.

Isowishhewasaliverightnow,Iwouldmakehim

sufferinunthinkableways.Buthiswifeisstillalive

soshewillpayforhissins.AfterdinnerIretireto



myroomandtakeoutmyphone.Idialmyfriend’s

number,LacyJohnson,whoisatherapist.Ihave

neverwantedtoattendanyofthesessionswhen

sheinvitedmebutIknowthatsheisreallygoodat

herjob.Sheanswersafterafewrings.

Lacy:“myfavouritepatientinthewholeworld.”

Me:“Dr.Johnsonhowareyouthisevening?”

Her:“suchformality,butstillaliveifthat’swhat

you’reasking.SotowhatdoIowethispleasureof

beingmissedbyhermajesty?”

Me:“afriendofmineisinneedofyourservices.

Sheisarapevictim.”

Her:“ohhokay.Soyouwannamakean

appointmentonherbehalf?Doessheknowthatyou

wanthertomeetme?”

Me:“yesandsheisnotalone.It’sherandher3

youngersiblings.”

Her:“theyareallrapevictims?”

Me:“IamnotsurebutI’msurethattheyhave



administeredabuse.Willyoubeabletodohouse

appointments?”

Her:“anythingforyoumyfriend.”

Me:“okay,canwemeetafterthe16thsothatwe

cansetupappointmentdates?”

Her:“youwillletmeknowthetimeandplace.”

Me:“sure.Weshouldgrabadrinksometimes.”

Her:“ahhadrinkwithyouturnsintoawholebarbut

Iwillmaketimeforyoumyfriend.Andguess

what?”

Me:“what?”

Her:“Liamproposed.I’mofficiallyoffthemarket.”

Me:“morereasontocelebratechomi,Iwillorganize

someengagementpartynyanaatAlloyforyou

guys.”

Her:“that’sawesomebabe,seeyousoon,bye.”

ShehangsupandIpreparemyselfforthedinner

withZweli.Iwearmyshortroyalblueflaredress,

bluesandalsandtakemybluehandbag.Atexactly



7:30pmIleaveformyapartment.WhenIarrive

thereheisalreadythere.Sowebothmakeour

insidethehouseandhegoestothekitchentodish

upthefood.Wesitinthebarstoolsasweeat.

Him:“Imissedyou.”

Me:“I’veheardthatalreadyZwe.”

Him:“sohowisyourbrother?”

Me:“hefoundhimselfanewbae.”

Him:“really?Whatdoesshedo?”

Me:“sheisawaiteratAlloy.”

Him:“yourbrotherisdatingawaitress?Wow,alot

haschangedneh?”

Me:“yah,howisNancy?”

Him:“sheisverytroublesomethatone.Youknow

thesedaysshekeepsonaskingmewhensheis

gettinganewmommy”okaythatismycue.



Igetofffrommychairandgotostandinbetween

hislegs.Ikisshimwhileundressinghim,heisalso

undressingme.Withinamatteroftimeweareboth

naked.Hecarriesmetothebedroomandplaces

megentlyinthebed.Hegetsontopofmeandwe

kiss,hishandsarecaressingmybody.Hemoves

fromthemouthandgoesfortheneck.Myhand

grabshissemi-harddickandIstartgivinghima

handjob.Ourmoansfilltheroom.Heremovesmy

handfromhisharddickandgoesdownonme.He

kissesthecookiechowingitlikeabunnychow,I

endupsayingallhisclannames.Ladieswhena

guytakesyoutomufftownyoucanevengivehim

allyourbackpinswhenheisasgoodasthisone.

Hethenentersmeanddamnfeelingissensational.

Ladiesagainneverstarveyourselfwhenyouhavea

freeandgreatdickatyourdisposal.

Him:“damnbabyyouarestilltightasever”hesays

ashethrustinandoutofmeinaslowpace.He

increaseshispaceandwithinamatterofsecondsI

come.Theniggafucksmethroughtheorgasm.He



turnsmeandfucksmedoggystyle.Wefuckuntil

hecomes.Andthatisfollowedbythreesensation

lovemakingrounds.AsIsaidtheguyknowshis

wayaroundthebedroom.Afterthatwefallasleep

ineachother’sarms.IknowIshouldn’tbeletting

himsleepoverbutthoseroundsletmedrainedso

youcanimaginehowtiredhemustbe.Ihavea

heartafterall.

[11/21,10:22] :CHAPTER19

LWANDEKA

DayswentbyreallyfastanditisalreadyFriday

afternoonandwehavejustlandedatKingShaka

Airport.Itisme,Londy,Landesihle,Lwando,Vuyo

andThandeka.WehopontherentalVuyohired.Itis

ablackEvoquewithtintedwindows.Vuyocanbe

dramaticsometimes.WepassbyGaniesMallto

buysupperandweheadhome.Itisalongdriveand

onlythetripleL’sandThandekaaretalking.I

suspectthatVuyoknowsaboutwhatuncledidto

usbutheiswaitingformetosayit.Whenweget



homethereisacarparkedoutside,Iwonderwhom

itbelongsto.Anywaysweallgetoffthecarandwe

makeourwayinsidethehouse.Thedoorisslightly

openwhichisweird.Whenwegetinwefoundmom

withSizweinthelonguedrinkingcoffee.Hestands

upandmakehiswaytome,Idropeverythingand

jumpintohisarms.

Me:“bhutiSizweIthoughtyouforgotaboutme”

Him:“me?Forgetaboutmy1stprincess?Never.”

Wehugagainandheletsgoandthenhugthetwins

andLondywhoareverydelightedtoseehim.We

alsohugmomandsitdownafterexchanging

greetings.

Me:“momaren’tyousupposedtobesittinginthe

mattresscryingyoureyeballsoutforyourbeloved

brother?”Iasksarcastically.

Mom:“thosepeopledisgustme.Icamebackhere

onWednesday,Icouldn’tbeartheirdisrespectand

sarcasm.Theykeptonasking‘whenisyour

daughterdepositingthemoney?’thenerveofthose



people.Theyalsowantmoneyfromme.Theyhave

neverhelpedmeraiseyouguys,Idon’tknowa

singlecentfromthembutnowthattheyareinneed

wemustjump!Yohnever.”

Londy:“yourfamilyiscrazymah”

Me:“andbhutiSizwewhatdoesNcanesayabout

youbeinghere?”

Sizwe:“I’moldenoughtogowhereverIwant.”

Me:“thisisLuvuyoSitholeandThandekaSithole,

theyaremybossesandguysthisismybigbrother

fromanothermotherSizweMnguni.”Theyshake

hands.

TDK:“fromanothermother?Wasyourfathera

polygamist?”

Me:“nah,hisfatherismyfather’solderbrother.

WhatcanIsay,theMngunimenareirresistible.”

Lwando:“meincluded”wealllaugh.

Mom:“ohhVuyoIhopeyoudon’tmindsharinga

roomwithSizwe.”ThatmeansIwon’tgetagood

nightkissorgettocuddlewithbae,eishhello



nightmares.Plustheysaidtheydidn’twanttobook

ahotelforsomereasonIdon’tknow.

Vuyo:“Idon’tmindmama.”

Mom:“andThandekayoucansharewithLwandeka

becausenobodysleepswithLondy,youwillwake

upfeelinglikeyouwereinWWESmackdown.”We

alllaugh.

TDK:“noproblemma,canyoushowmetheroom

princess?IamreallytiredIwon’teveneatand

bath.”Istandupandleadthewaytomyroom.

WhenwegettotheroomIclosethedoorand

breatheout.“Andthen?”

Me:“thisisnotSandton,actinglikemeandVuyo

arenothingbutcolleaguesishardashellespecially

infrontofmysuperstrictbrother.”Shechuckles.

TDK:“butyouractingskillsareabomb.Youhavea

nicebedroombytheway.”Shesaysasshewas

changingintoherpajamas.Ialsochangeintomine.

Me:“dankie.”ShegetontobedandIfollowher.

TDK:“thereisnoneedforyoutosleepnow,goand



bondwithyourbrother.”

Me:“andlethiminterrogatemeuntilIspill,nosorry

plusI’mtired.Ialsowanttosleep.IfImakeweird

soundduringthenightpleasewakemeup.”

TDK:“Iwilljustcallmybrother”Irollmyeyesand

welaugh.

Itakeoutmyphone,bythewayVuyobroughtme

aniPhone11ProMax.Hewaslike‘gobigorgo

home’.SoItexthim“goodnightMondisawami

ngedwa,dreamofmeanddon’tletmybrother

manipulateyouintogoingclubbing.”AndIhitsend.

Hereplieswithinamatterofseconds,itislikehe

waswaitingformytext,hissaid“healreadytriedto

convincemebutIturnedhimdown,heaskedifI

haveanywomaninmylifeandInearlymentioned

youbutrelaxItoldhimI’msingle.”

Me:‘ohhthankGod,Iloveyouandgoodnight.’

Him:‘goodnightmyqueen,IloveyouandIwill

surelywifeyounextyearandthenIwillbuyyou

yourGolfRTCR.AndIwilldreamofyoueven



thoughyouwon’tbenexttome.’Iblushandswitch

offmyphone.Healwayssayshewillmarrymenext

yearaftersayinggoodnighteverynight.Idriftto

dreamland.

THANDEKA

Iamwokenupfrommypeacefulsleepbysomeone

screamingpainfully.Itis2am.Theseroomsarenot

sound-proofedsosurelyeveryoneisawakenow.

Sheisshakingvigorously,Iamscared.HeyIama

gangsterIfightwhatIseenotnightmaressoIam

allowedtobescaredatsuch.Itryshakingherbut

shekeepsonscreaming“PLEASELEAVEME

ALONE!PLEASEI’MBEGGINGYOU!”tearsare

fallingoneithersidesofherfacebecausesheis

layingonherback.Irushtothekitchenandcome

backwithaglassofwater.Ispillsomeintoherface

andshewakesupwhilegaspingforair.Shesitsup

andwipehertears,sheispanting.Bythattime

everyoneisintheroom,evenmybrother.



Vuyo:“howisshe?”Heasks,hisvoiceisfilledwith

worryandconcern.

Me:“Idon’tknow.Ijustwokeuptoherscreaming

andcryingbutitwaslikeshewasdreaming.”

Londeka:“thenightmaresareback”shesaysas

shesitdownonthefloor,thetwinsalsositdown.

Mom:“whatnightmaresareyoutalkingabout?”

everyonesitsdownonthefloor,you’dswearitwas

apajamaparty.

Landesihle:“momwhenyouwerestillworkingat

PMBuncleThabaniusedtobeatusupforlooking

likefather,fornotwashingthedishes,fornot

cooking,fornotcleaningthehouse,fornotcleaning

theyard.Heusedtobeatuswhenhefoundusjust

sittingandchatting.Atsomepointwethoughtof

leavinghomebutwedidn’twanttogivehimthe

satisfaction.”

Londeka:“atsomepointherapedmeand

Lwandeka.Whenwetoldhiswifeshesaidwe

askedforit,shesaidweseducedhimbecausewe

likedwearingshorts.Whenwetoldhimthatwewill



telldadhesaidhewillkillthetwinssowekept

quiet.”Mrs.Mngunilooksdownwhileshakingher

head,hereyesaretearyandVuyoandSizweclench

theirjaws.

Lwandeka:sheclearsherthroatbeforespeaking

“uhm”hervoiceishoarse“whenmomanddad

whentotheirhoneymoonhecamebackwithfull

force,herapedusandwhenIthoughthewasdone

hefuckedmeonthebutt.ThepainIfeltthatday

wasexcruciating.Wevowedthatitwasthelastday

hewouldhurtus.WewenttoThabiandshemade

himgoawayandneverlookback.Wealsovowed

thatfromthatdaywewillburythisandneverspeak

aboutitbutitishauntingusnow.”Ijustchuckle

andshakemyhead.Everyonelooksatme.Ifeel

angerbrewingfromthepitofmystomach.

Me:“Iwillkillher,whenIseehiswifeIwillkillher.

Todayisherlastdayonearth.Andnoonewillstop

me!”Istandupandgotothekitchen,takeout

bottledwateranddrinkit.Mybrothercomesinand

lookatme.“IwasalsorapedbyuncleSkhumbaand



theK9gangwhenyouleftNorthernCapebutdon’t

worryIkilledallthosebastardsandtheworldisa

betterplacewithoutthem.”Isitdownonthebar

stoolandhesitsoppositeme.

Him:“whydidn’tyoutellme?”

Me:“whatwould’veyouhavedone?Ikilledthem

andIhealed.Iamfinenow,seeIdon’tevensheda

tearwhentalkingabout.Youneedtoworryabout

princessandbethereforher.”Shecomesin

lookinglikesheisabouttobreakdown.

Her:“Vuyo”shesaysinabreakingvoiceandmy

brotherstandsup,pullshertohisembracewhile

sheissobbingsilently.

Atearescapemyeye,Iquicklywipeitandgotothe

bedroomgivingthemspace.Isendmybossa

message‘Iamgoingtokillawidowatafuneralat

KwaNandabutIwillusemysnipersoIwilltrymy

besttoavoidanyeyewitnesses.’Heisn’tpleased

butonceItellhimaboutthematterathandhe



understandsandgivesmeagoahead,butit’snot

likeIwouldn’thavepersuadedmymissionwithout

hisapproval.Isometimesdothingswithouthis

permissionandtherealwaysconsequencesbuthe

doesn’tpunishme,softspotIguess.

WomenlikeLwandeka’sauntdestroytheyouthby

theiractions.Turningablindeyewhenakidis

beingabusedbyyourhusbandphysicallyor

emotionally,thatequatesyoutotheperpetrator

becauseyouseewrongdoneandchoosetobe

ignorant.Womenliketheseshouldalsobearrested

alongsidetheirspousesbecausetheyareequally

guiltyfornotspeakingup.

LUVUYO

Ileadhertothecouchesinthelongueandweboth

sitdown.Shelaysherheadonmylap.

Me:“aren’tyouworriedaboutyourbrotherand



motherwalkinginonus?”

Her:“theybothwenttosleepandwhenmybrother

isangryhebecomesaheavysleeper.”

Me:“okaysohowareyoufeeling?”shesitsupand

stareatme.

Her:“Ishouldbeaskingyouhowyoufeelaboutme

rightnowafterfindingoutmyterriblepast.”

Me:“eishIlefttheringinSandton,Iwouldbe

proposingrightnowbecauseafterthatmomentof

revelationsIknowthatyoutrustmefully.”Hereyes

widen.

Her:“youlovemethatmuch?”

Me:“morethanyoucaneverimagine.”Shereturns

tosleepingonmylapandIkeeponplayingwithher

hair.“Sowhenisourwedding?

Her:“IhavealwayswantedaspringweddingsoI

wasthinkingmaybeOctober.”Shegiggles.

Me:“whyareyoulaughing?”

Her:“it’sjustthatourrelationshipissonewbutwe

arealreadyplanningourwedding,don’tyouthink



wearemovingtoofast?”

Me:“Mrs.StholeIdon’tseetheneedforustowait.

Youcompletemeandyoumakemethehappiest

manonearth.WhymustIwait?Sothatacheese

boyfromUJorWITScouldcomeandsweptyouoff

yourfeet?Nevermylove.”Shegiggles.Imakeher

situp,laymybackonthecouchandmakeher

sleepontopofme,herheadonmychest.

Her:“weactinglikeweinSandton.”

Me:“ifyourbrotherwouldcomeinandstart

shoutingI’dtransferlobolaamounttohisbank

accountsametime”shelaughsandIjoinher.

Her:“you’recrazy.”

Me:“ItoldyouI’mcrazyinlovewithyou.Nowsleep

mylove.”Shebreathesoutloudlyandcloseher

eyes.Afterafewminutessheissnoringlightlyand

Ifallasleeptoo.

[11/21,10:23] :CHAPTER20

*************



Cry.Forgive.Learn.Moveon.Letyourtearswater

theseedsofyourfuturehappiness.–Steve

Maraboli

*************

WearewokenupbyLondy.Wewakeupandsitup

straightinthecouch.

Londy:“sisiwakeupbeforemomwakesupand

comesheretoclean.”

Me:“thankssisi.HowaboutyoucleanhereandI

willtakecareofthekitchenplusI’mstarving.Did

youfinishthefoodlastnight?”

Vuyo:“notreally,we…”Lordtakemenow.This

guy’svoicebafethu.Ican’tablebahlali.Iclosehis

mouthwithmyhandandlookatLondy.

Her:“it’sstillthereinthefridge.Iwillmakeyouguys

somecoffee”shedisappearstothekitchen.Vuyo

removesmyhandfromhismouthandlooksatme

blankly.



Me:“don’tlookatmelikethat,youknowwhatyour

morningvoicedoestome”helaughsquietly.Even

hisdeeplaughterkillsmyjoints.Thixo!Ipullhim

towardsthekitchenandwesitonthebarstools.

Him:“butbabewhenareyougoingtogetusedto

it?”

Me:“notanytimesoon.Ingshayangaphakathi.”

Him:“ushoukuthiiyiLuckyStar?”wealllaugh.

Londyhandsuscoffeeandwedrinkit.

Me:“Notbadlittlesis,eventhoughI’mcraving

latte.”

Vuyo:“whenwegetbacktoSandtonIwillbuyyou

theDeLonghiNespressoLattissimaProEspresso

Machine.”

Me:“thankyouMondisawamingedwa.”Ikisshis

cheekandLondyclearsherthroat.

Her:“youguystendtoforgetthatwearenotin

Gauteng.”WelaughandSizwegetsinlooking

devastated,hesitsoppositeme.

Him:“morningeveryone,MaLondycanIalsohave



coffee?”shemakeoneforhimandgivehim.

Me:“youlooklikeyou’vebeenhitbyatruck”he

raiseshisheadandlooksatme.

Him:“howareyoulikethissisi?”Mybrotherisa

verysensitiveperson.

Me:“I’mintheprocessofhealingbhuti,anywayslet

metakeaquickshowerandwecangotothemall

andgetsomethingsforbreakfast.”

Him:“orwecaneatbreakfastatWimpyonourway

tothefuneral”

Me:“greatthen”momandeveryoneelsejoinusin

thekitchen.Weexchangegreetingsandwetalk

aboutbasicthings.Thereisaknockatthekitchen

doorandIstanduptoopen.IamshockedwhenI

seeThabistandingthere.Ifreeze.

Thabi:“aren’tyougoingtoinvitemein?”Iattackher

withahugandshelaughs,Ileadherinside.

Me:“OMG!Ithoughtyoudiedandtheythrewyouin

ariverorcrematedyou.”



Her:“youcan’tridofmethateasily.”

Me:“clearly.”Welaugh.ShesitswhereIwassitting

beforeshearrived.“OhhguysthisisThabimy

friendandThabithisisVuyoandThandekamy

bossesfromJohannesburg.”Theyexchange

handshakesandgreetingsandalsohugs.Wellshe

hugsmomandthetripleL’s.“Sowhereweyou

hiding?”

Her:“theyearyouwenttovarsityIwenttoMexico

fortrainingonhowtobeaproperganglord.My

traininglastedfor2yearsandafterthatIstayedfor

ayearlearningotherthingsalsocreatinggood

workingrelationswithotherpowerfulgangs.After

thatIspenttheotheryearsinCubaalsolearning

somemafiashit.IcamebackinSouthAfricalast

monthandI’mcurrentlystayingatPretoria.Sowhat

areyoudoinghere?”thischickwillneverchange,

shetalksaboutgangsterismlikeit’snothing,atfirst

momwantednothingtodowithherbutattimes

sheloosenedupwhenshesawthatshewasn’t

goinganywhere.

Me:“uncleThabanidied”



Her:“owwIknowI’mtheonethatkilledhim”

everyonelooksathershocked.“Youdidn’tthinkI’d

lethimliveafterhedidyoulikethatnowdidyou?”

Me:“Igiveup.”Shelaughs.

Her:“anywaysIwillseeyouinJozi,I’mflyingdown

today.Byeeveryone.”TheyallchantBYE.She

standsupandwegooutside.“Niceboyfriendyou

gotthere.”

Me:“whatareyouonabout?”

Her:“thatVuyoguy,helovesyou,Isawthewayhe

looksatyou.Heisakeeper.”

Me:“whatdidtheydotoyouinMexico?”shelaughs.

Her:“givemeyournumberandIwillcontactyou

whenIarriveinJHB”shehandsmeherphone,I

typemynumberandafterthatsheleaves.WhenI

getbackinsidethehouseweallpreparetoleave

andafteranhourorsoweareallready.Wegetin

thecars,IamridingwithVuyo,TDK,Londyand

Sizweisridingwithmomandthetwins.Weleave

homeandourrideisnotasquietasyesterday.



Vuyo:“sowearegettingmarriedinOctober”

hebanathisguyisreallynuts.

Me:“Vuyo!”helaughs.

TDK:“isthattrue?”

Me:“Idon’tknow,maybe”shelaughs.

Her:“knowingmybrotherheisdeadseriousabout

that”

Me:“hesaidandIquote‘WhymustIwait?Sothata

cheeseboyfromUJorWITScouldcomeandswept

youoffyourfeet?Nevermylove.’”Wealllaugh.

Vuyo:“haumyloveyouaremakingfunofmenow?”

Iquicklykisshischeekandheblushes.

Londy:“welldoIgettobethemaidofhonor?”

TDK:“noIwillbethemaidofhonor”

Me:“ifyouguysarefightingforthetitleyouwill

leaveusnochoicebuttogostraighttohome

affairsandgetmarriedthere.”Vuyolaughs.

AfterafewhoursoftravellingwearriveinDurban

andgotohavebreakfastatWimpy,theoneat



Workshop.AfterbreakfastwegotoKwaNandafor

thefuneral.Whenwearrivetherepeoplearealready

preparingtogotochurchsowestayinthecar.

Mombeingmomgetsoutandgotospeaktothem,

theyareherfamilyafterall.Afterwhatseemedlike

foreverweallgotochurch.Iamseatedinbetween

toSizweandLondy.TheservicestartsandIam

reallypissedoffbypeoplewhowenttothepodium

becausetheywerebusysayinghowunclewasa

greatman,howheneverwrongedasoul,howhis

lifewasshortenedbythugs.Geeztheguywasa

rapistforGod’ssake.Whentheprogramdirector

askedforoneofhisnephewsandniecestocome

andtalkonthepodiumSizwestandsupandIlook

athim.Hesmilesandmakehiswaytothefront.

Sizwe:“Iwouldfirstlyliketogreeteveryoneinthe

nameofJesusChrist”everyonechanted‘AMEN’.

“WellIforoneI’mverygladthatuncleThabaniis

dead.”ThewholehousemadenoiseandIjust

chuckledandlookeddown.“UncleThabanidoesn’t

deservesuchdignifiedfuneral.Hedeservestobe



buriedlikeadogthathewas.Hewasaserialrapist

andabuser.Heabusedhissister’skidsandhiswife

condonedhisbehavior.Sobeforeyouallcryjust

thinkofthemanyouarecryingfor.Hedoesn’t

deserveanyone’stears,wellonlytheonesofhis

patheticwife.Programdirectorthanksforthe

opportunity.”Hegetsdownfromthepodiumand

marchesoutofthechurch,therewascommotion.I

runafterhimandfindhimbehindthechurchwiping

histears.Ihughimandhecontinuescrying.

Me:“don’tlethimwinbhuti.Healsodoesn’t

deserveyourtears.Youneedtobestrongforus

andalsoformom.”

Him:“Iwon’tbeabletoforgivemyselffornot

protectingyouguys.Iwasn’tthereforyouguys

whenyouneededmethemost.Youdon’tknowhow

muchofafailureIfeellikerightnow”

Me:“youdidn’tknowbhuti.Pleasedon’tblame

yourself.Itisallinthepastnow.”Westayinsilence

andafterawhileeverybodygetsoutandwedriveto



thecemetery.

NARRATED

Atthecemetery,Lwandekaandherfamily(her

mom,SizweandthetripleL)stoodfarfromthe

grave.Vuyoisalsowiththem.Thandekaisnowhere

insight.AlltheotherNdlovufamilymembersarein

thefamilytent.Thereverendreadtheversesand

soonafterthecoffindescendstotheground.The

familystartwailingloudlyandLwandekajustrolls

hereyes.

WhenThabani’swifegoestothrowaflowerinthe

grave,outoftheblueagungoesoffandsheis

downwithinamatterofseconds.Peopleare

screaming,someareduckinginvinciblebulletsand

someoneshouts“CALLANAMBULANCE”butitis

toolatebecausesheisalreadydead.Lwandeka

andherfamilyjustleavethecemetery.



LWANDEKA

Whenwearriveinthecarsheisjustchillingthere,

busywithherphonewithnocareintheworld.

Me:“itwasyou?”

Her:“Inevergoagainstmyword.ItoldyouIwas

goingtokillher,whydoyoulooksurprised?”Ijust

keepquietandwegototheNdlovuhomesteadto

washourhands.AfterthatwegotoSpurtohave

lunch.

Me:“soaswearegoingbacktoJozitodaywhois

comingwithus?”

Londy:“ifitisokaywithmomwewouldliketogo

andvisittheSthole’sandcomebackbefore

Christmas”

Mom:“ifthatisokaywiththemIdon’tmind.”

TDK:“itisokaymamaplusIhaveorganizedsome

therapysessionsforthemthataregoingtostart

whentheyarereadytotalk.”

Mom:“thankyousomuchforwhatyouaredoing



forthem.MayGodblessyoubantabami.Who

knowsmaybeImightfindmyselfaben10tokeep

mebusy.”

Landesihle:“mama!”Everyonelaughsexceptfor

Sizwewhoisawfullyquiet.

Me:“bhutipleasestoppunishingyourselffor

someoneelse’ssins.Youdidnothingwrong.”He

looksatmeandnods.

Sizwe:“soThandekadidyoureallykillthewidow?”

TDK:“yep”shesaysandshecontinueseatinglike

nothinghashappened.Vuyocheckstimefromhis

wristwatch.

Him:“uhmwewillhavetoleavenowifwewantto

catchourflight.”Hesignalsthewaitresstocome

andheasksforthebill.Icouldn’thelpbutnotice

thatthewaitressisflirtinghim.Thesewaitresses

though,can’tsheseethatheiswithhisfamily.I

sendhimatextsaying‘shelikesyou,howabout

youaskherout”accompaniedbylaughingemoji’s.

Herepliesby‘fuckyou’.Ilaughoutloudand

everyonelooksatme.



Me:“ohhsorryI’mlaughingatapictureNolbysent

me”

Aftersettlingthebillweleavetherestaurantandgo

totheparkinglot.Thetwinspacktheirovernight

bagsintheEvoque.

Sizwe:“IwillbecomingtoJoziinafewdays.Ihave

businesstotakecareofthatsidesoIwillseeyou

soon.”

WehugandhealsohugthetripleLandshake

handswithVuyoandTDK.Wealsohugmom,said

ourgoodbyesandleavefortheairport.Weboard

theplaneandafteranhourorsoweland.Wefind

SomaandDanverswaitingforus.

Soma:“youcould’vetoldusthatyouwerelanding

at6pmwewouldn’thavearrived30minutes

earlier.”Youcantellbythetoneofhisvoicethathe

ispissed.



Vuyo:“youknowIhatewaiting.”

Soma:“let’sgoalready”heandDanverstakeour

luggageandtheypacktheminthecars.Wemake

ourwaytothecars.DanversridewiththetripleL

whileSomaridewithme,VuyoandThandeka.We

getinsidethecarandweleavetheairport.Vuyo

andIareseatingatthebackseatandSomais

sittingwithTDKatthefront.

Me:“heySoma,howareyou?”

Him:“OMG!Wherearemymanners?Butblame

yourboyfriendhemademewaitforyouguysfor30

minutes,Ihatewaiting.OtherwiseIamfine,howare

youbosslady?”Ichuckle.

Me:“Iamfine”IlaymyheadinVuyo’slapandface

theroof.Hechucklesandshakehishead.Soma

andTDKarehavingaconversationoftheirownbut

wearelostineachother’seyestohearthem.

Him:“youcanbeababysometimes,youknow

that?”

Me:“Iamyourbaby”Istuckmytongueoutandhe

laughs.



Him:“Ican’twaittosuckthattongueofyourswhen

wegethome”

Me:“Vuyo”Ihithisshoulderplayfullyandhelaughs.

HelowershisfaceandImeethimhalfway.We

shareabriefpassionatekisswhichisdisturbedby

TDK.

Her:“youguyscouldn’tevenwaittillyougethome,

hebana.”

Vuyo:“mindyourbusinesslilsis”welaughand

afterawhilewearrivehome.

Wegetinsidethehouseandwearewelcomedbya

mouth-wateringsmell.Zethucomestothelongue

togreetus.Igotomyroom.Ishowerquicklyand

wearmysilkyshortnightdress.WhenIgetbackto

myroomtheguyisjustsittinginmybedandgoing

throughmyphone.Igotositnexttohim.

Me:“dudeyou’reinvadingmyprivacy.”

Him:“Ican’twaittoinvadeyouevenmore.”Ilookat

himconfusedandwhenIfinallycaughtonIexclaim.



Me:“OMG!Vuyo!Yourmindneedsspringcleaning.”

Welaughandlaydownandhemakesmelieontop

ofhimwithmylegsoneithersides.

Him:“you’resosexyIwishIcouldeatyouright

now.”

Me:“wellwhat’sstoppingyou?”Isayinseductive

way.

OnlyGodknowshowmuchIwanthiminsideofme.

WellIhaveneversleptwithaguybeforeexceptfor

uncleThabani,ifyouknowwhatImean,soIreally

don’tknowthepleasureofsexbutNolbytaughtme

allthereistoknowaboutsexandforeplay.Inother

wayIknowthetheorybutnotthepractical.Heflips

usandIambeneathhim.

Him:“areyousureaboutthis?”

Me:“notreallybutIwillneverknowuntilItry.”

HekissesmeseductivelyandIrespond.Hishands

arecaressingmybodyandmineareunderhist-

shirt,touchinghisabs,Iamobsessedwiththem.I

takeofhisteeandhetakesofmynightie.Iamleft

withonlyapantyandheisleftwithhisshorts.



Him:“damnbabyyou’resobeautifulandsexy,I

can’tbelievethatyou’remine”hesaysinbetween

thekiss.

Me:“believeitbabe.”Hestopskissingmeandlooks

atme.

Him:“didyoujustcallme‘babe’?”

Me:“maybe,didi?”helaughsandwecontinue

kissing.

Heleavesmymouthandgoestomyneck,hesucks

itleavinglovebitesuntilsoftmoansescapemy

mouth.Heleavesmyneckandgoestokissmy

nipples,hestartssuckingonthem.Hisotherhand

issqueezingmyboobsandtheotheroneisrubbing

mycookiewhilemypantyisstillon.GoshissaNile

Riverwetdownthere.Heremovesmypanties.He

startskissingmyinnerthighsandslowlyascendto

thecookiejarhekissesitfirstandhistonguestarts

lickingit,YohIamoncloud9.Whenhesucksmy

clitIcan’thelpitanymoreIscreaminpleasureandI

grabonthesheets.Ifeelmybodybuildupandout



ofthebluewarmliquidcomeoutofmypussy.The

niggasuckthejuicesandcomesbacktomakeme

tastemyself.

Hethentakesoffhisshortsanddamnthesizeof

hispenis,Inearlyfaint.Heknocksinthegatesof

mycookieandaftertryingtwicehegetsin.Ifeelmy

pussywallsexpanding,welcominguJobeJr.andI

mustsayitisabitpainfulatfirstbutafterawhile

thepainisreplacedbypleasure.Heupshispace

andGodheishittingitlikethereisnotomorrow.I

feelmybodybuildupandIcomewithinamatterof

seconds.Thisguyfucksmethroughtheorgasm

andafterawhileIfeelshisbodytenseupandhe

slamsintomeafterreleasingallhiscuminsideme.

Hepullsoutandhecollapsesnexttome.Weare

bothtryingtocatchourbreaths.Hegoestomy

bathroomandcomesbackpickmeupbridalstyle.

Hegoeswithmetothebathroomandplacesme

gentlyinsidethebathtub.Itisfilledwithwarm

waterandlavenderbathsalts.Hejoinsmeandsit

behindme.ThewaterissoothingthepainIam



feelingdownthere.

Him:“thatwasgreat,thankyoufortrustingmemy

love.”

Me:“areyousayingthatbecauseitwasreallygreat

oryoujustsayingthattomakemefeelbetter?”he

laughsandturnsmetolookathim.

Him:“babeI’mtellingyouthatyouweregreat,your

pussybabedamnIsuspectIamalreadyaddicted

toit.”Hesaysbitinghislowerlipseductively.

Me:“Vuyo!”Ihithisshoulderplayfully.

Him:“youwantedthetruthbabeandI’mgivingitto

youasitis.Anywaysthankyoufornotgivingmy

pussytovarsityfuckboys.”Iturnmyheadtoface

him.

Me:“yourpussyhuh?”Iraisemyeyebrow.Hishand

slidesdownmytummyandquicklycupsmy

treasure.Igasp.

Him:“thisismine,allmine.”Igiggle.

Me:“awukalikhokhelinje(youhaven’tpaidforit).”



Him:“justsaythedateandIwillcomewithextra

cowsngobalimnandiikhekhelakho(youcookieis

delicious).”Ilaugh,Ihavenocomebackbahlobo.

Me:“I’mhungry.”Isayafterafewminutesof

silence.

Him:“let’sgetoutofhere,thewaterisgettingcold

anyway.Our‘mouth-wateringsupper’iswaitingfor

us.”

Wegetoutofthebathtub,getdressed,takeour

phonesandgodownstairs.Everyoneischillingat

thelongue,watchingTVintheirpajamas.Both

VuyoandIgotothekitchen,weeatourfoodthere

andwhenwearedonewewenttojointheothers.

Londy:“ohhyou’rehere,Iwasjusttellingsisi

Thandekathatsheismyhero,mynumberonce

starring,thefourthCharlie’sAngel,myAngelina

Jolie”wealllaugh,Londycanbecrazysometimes.

Me:“minasheismywonderwoman,myblack

widow,myZoeSaldana,myCharlizeTheron”we

continuelaughingandTDKjustshakesherhead

whilelaughing.



Lwando:“Imustsaythisisthebestdayofmylife”

Landesihle:“youandIbothtwin”theyfistpump.

Lwando:“wedeservesomechampagnenyanato

celebratebomaMoetandChandon”

Me:“nowyou’retakingittoofarmylittleman.”

Lwando:“hausisi,justonesipnje.”

Me:“whatdoyouguyswannadothisfestive

season?”andjustlikethatIdismissthetopic.

Vuyo:“IwasthinkingwecouldgotoCapeTown

nextweek,wewillleaveonthe14thandcomeback

onthe17th”

Me:“butVuyothatwouldbeoneofthebusiest

weekends,I’mprettysureIwillbeneededatwork.”

Him:“theyhavebeenworkingwithoutyouallthese

years,I’msuretheywon’tevennoticethatyou

aren’tthere”

TDK:“plusI’vehiredsomenewwaitressesforthe

festiveseasonsoevenifyoudon’tgotoworkthis

wholeDecembertherewon’tbeaproblem.”These

peoplearetryingtodictatemylife.



Londy:“thenit’sdecided,weareallgoingtoCape

Town,yay!”thekidsarereallyhappy.Myphone

ringsandIexcusemyself.ItisanumberIdon’t

recognizebutIansweritanywaytogetawayfrom

my‘family’.

Me:“Lwandekahello”

Caller:“whyareyousoformal?”

Me:“Thabi!Ithoughtyouwouldforgetaboutcalling

me.”Iamreallyhappytohearfromher.

Her:“whatareyouupto?”

Me:“ohhnothing,Iwasgettingreadytogotobed”

Her:“onaSaturday?KaDecember?Comeonsosha,

sendmeyourlocationandIwillbepickingyouup,

wearegoingclubbing!”

Me:“uhmIdon’tknow,Idon’tthinkmyboyfriend

willallowmetogoout.”

Her:“ah,ahdon’tlethimdictateyourlife.I’m

droppingthisphonecallandI’mexpectingyouto

sendmeyourlocationwithinthenext2minutes.If

notIwillfindyouandIwillkidnapyou.”Ilaughat



her.

Me:“youdon’thavetobeextreme,Iwillsendit”

Her:“seeyousoon.”ShehangsupandIquickly

sendhermylocationviaWhatsApp.Igobacktothe

longue.

Me:“IamgoingoutwithThabi,Idon’tknowwhat

timeIwillbebacksodon’twaitupforme.”

Londy:“canIcomewith?”

Me:“sorrymissvarsitybutyouweren’tinvited.”

Iruntomyroomandgotomycloset.Isettleforan

abovekneelongsleevesequinsregularpullover

dresswithblackstilettosandasilverhandbag.

AfterdressingupIapplysomelightmakeupand

packmywalletandlipstickinsidemybag.Ithensit

down,takeafewselfies,postthemandcheckmy

socialmediaaccounts.Ihavetodosomethingwith

thishair.Vuyocomesinandstandsbythedoor

lookingallsadandcute.Istandupandgotohim.

Hewrapshisarmsaroundmywaistandmyhands



goaroundhisneck.

Him:“ah,ahIamlosingmywomantonight.”

Me:“whatmakesyousaythat?”

Him:“theywilltakeyouawayfromme.”

Me:“youdon’ttrustme?”

Him:“Idotrustyou,withmylife,it’sthesecheese

boysIdon’ttrust.”Hesulks.

Me:“babedon’tworry,IknowthatIamtakenplus

Thabiwillbetherewithherguardsandherguns,

nothingwillhappentome.”Ihughimandhe

squeezesmetightly.

AtextcomesthroughfromThabisayingsheis

outside.Vuyotakemybagaccompaniesmetothe

frontdoor.Weshareabriefkissandhegivesme

mybag.Iexitthedoorandgotothegatewherea

blackJaguari-paceisparked,Thabiisstanding

outsideitsmokingasusual.Behindthejaguaris

twoFordRangerRaptors.Thischickisreallya



ganglord/lady.Shethrowsthecigaretteonthe

floorandcomestome.

Thabi:“ahhmynumber1woman.”Weshareabrief

hugandsheleadsmetothecar.

Me:“aretheguardsnecessarythoughsosha?”

Her:“thiscountryisfullofpeoplewhoarealways

readytotakemeoutbecausemydrugoperationis

theleadingoneinSAsoyoucanneverbetoo

careful.”

Thecarstartsmoving.Thereisabeautifulyoung

ladyinthecar,sheseemsshythough.SheiswhatI

callathickwoman.Maybeasize40.Sheiswearing

abodyhuggingmustarddressandmustardblock

heels.Hermelaninskinlookssofreshthatyoucan

eatfromit.Jealousdown,sheisbeautiful.

Me:“youdog,aren’tyougoingtointroduceme?”

shelooksattheyoungladyandsmiles,Iguess



she’sthegirlfriend.

Her:“myapologiessosha,thisisthequeenofmy

heartNoluthandoNkabinde,Mafuyathisisthefirst

ladywhooccupiedmyheartlongbeforeyouwere

born.”Welaugh,“Justjokingsheismybestfriend,

wehavebeenfriendssincethebeginning.Sheis

theonlypersonwholovedandacceptedmewithall

myflaws.”

Me:“andI’mstraight.”Wealllaugh.“Nicetomeet

thebeast’stamerandImustsayyouarereally

beautiful,yourskinlookssofresh,soradiant.You

chosewellmyfriend.”Shejustblushesandlook

down.“Andwon’tyoulookatthat,sheisshy.”She

laughs.

Driver:“bosswearehere.”Ilookoutsidethe

windowandweareatAlloy.

Thabi:“letthemcheckthecoastandlaterwewillgo

in.”After‘checkingthecoast’weareusheredinside

andledtoaVIPtable.You’dswearthatwearewith

thePresident.Anywaysaroundofdrinksare

orderedandwestartdrinking.



Me:“soNoluhwhatdoyoudoforaliving?”

Her:“Iamaprofessionalbakerandyou?”

Me:“wellIstudiedAgriculturebutIamawaiterhere

atAlloy.”

Her:“buthowcomeyouliveinamansionlikethat?”

Me:“Ireallydon’tknow,ithappenedsofast.”

Thabi:“ifyouwantmetosortoutZiphojustsaythe

word”

Me:“Ihaven’tseenhimin6yearssosha,whywould

Iwantyoutosorthimout?”Ichucklenervously,ohh

sheknowsaboutourrecentencounter.

Her:“whyareyoulyingtome?”

Me:“areyouhavingmefollowed?”Iaskstartingto

getannoyed.

Her:“youknowyouaremynumber1woman,you

aremyweaknessandIamnothavingyoufollowed

butIhavebeenprotectingforaslongasIcan

rememberevenwithoutyourknowledge.Youare

mybestfriendandIwillnotapologizeforprotecting

you.”Sheisstartingtoraisehervoicewhichmeans



sheisstartingtogetmad.

Me:“IunderstandandIamsorryMissMafia.”She

chucklesandwecontinuedrinking.

Welatergotothedancefloor,ofcoursemeand

Noluh,Thabidoesn’tdanceatall.Wedanceour

buttsoffandoutoftheblue2guyscometodance

withus.Werefusebecause1Iworkhere,Vuyoor

TDKcanenteranymomentand2Iknowhow

jealousThabicanbesoshewillfumewhenshe

seesherfiancédancingwithaman,yeahtheyare

engaged.TheseguysgrabusforcefullyandThabi’s

goonscomechargingatthem.Thereisafightand

thegoonstaketheguysoutoftheclub.Wegoback

toourtableandcontinueddrinking.At3amthey

takemebackhome.WhenIgettomyroomIjust

takeoffmyshoes,jumpsuit,andbraandthrow

myselfonthebed.

[11/21,10:23] :CHAPTER21

******************



Weneedoldfriendstohelpusgrowoldandnew

friendshelpusstayyoung.–LettyCottinPogrebin

******************

MondaymorningIwakeupreallytiredbutIhaveto

gotowork.LastnightVuyoandImadeloveall

nightlonganddamnitwassogood,Ican’tstop

thinkingabouthiminsidemeandhimhavinga

hugepackagedoesn’tmakeiteasy.Justthinking

aboutitmakesmewetguys.JobeJr.isakiller

machine.Thisguyknowhisstuff.HegaveittotillI

feltlikehostinghislatemotheraThankYouparty

forgivingbirthtohim.

Itakeawarmshowerafterbrushingmyteeth,wear

myuniformwithblackpolo-neckbecausethe

weatherdoesn’tseemfriendlytoday.Afterfixingmy

hairandfaceIheaddownstairs.Ifindmysiblings

busyteasingeachotheratthelongueandIgoto

jointhem.Theyarestillinpajamas.



Me:“cansomeonemakemecereal?Whoever

makesitfirstwillgetarewardthisevening.”The

twinsrushtothekitchenbusypushingeachother,

theylikerewards.

Londy:“you’reglowing”

Me:“mustbemybodylotion.”

Her:“nah,thatglowistheafter-sexglow”Ilaugh.

Me:“youarenosyandrelaxyouaren’tgettingany

newsfromme.”

Her:“OMG!Youguysdidit,sohowishe?”thetwins

comebackLwandoiscarryingthebowlwith

cornflakesandLandesihleiscarryingaglasswith

milk.Theyhandthethingstome.

Me:“myfavouritesiblingswhodon’taskquestions

thatdon’tconcernthem,thankyoumydarlings.”

TheysmileandLondysulk.Istarteatingmycereal.

Vuyocomesdownstairswearinga3-piecenavysuit

withChristianLouboutinAlphaMaleFlatBlack/

Navywool,whiteshirtwithnavytieandofcourse

mycufflinks.Inearlychokeonmycereal.Heis,



handsomedoesn’tevenbegintodefinewhathe

lookslike.Heismouth-watering.Iamdrooling.Just

bylookingathimstandingtherelookingallsortsof

yummyIstartrelivingtheeventsoflastnight.My

Godmypussyisscreaminghisnamerightnow.I

feellikeululatingandthankingtheGodsforthis

beautiful,sexyDemigodinfrontofme.Jealous

down,ubumbiweumfanwabantu,withimported

clay,formodelsonly.Icomebacktoearthwhen

Londycallsmyname.

Her:“earthtoLwandeka.”Iplacemycerealonthe

coffeetableandtakemybag.

Me:“Ihavetogo,seeyouguyslater.”Irushtothe

garageanddrivetheR8outofthegarage.Outof

theblueVuyoappearsinthedrivewayandthat

causesmetobrakerightinfrontofhim,OMG!I

nearlyranoverhim,waitwhatishedoinginthe

driveway?Iturnofftheengineandgotohim.

Me:“whatthefuck?Whatwereyouthinking?I

could’vehityouforGod’ssake.”

Him:“youwererunningawayfrommeandI



couldn’tletyouleavewithoutgettingmymorning

kiss.”Hesaysinasulkytone.

Thisguyiscrazy.Lovecanmakeyoudocrazystuff

Itellyou.Igoclosertohimperkhislipsandturnto

walkaway.Hegrabsmeandturnsmetofacehim.

Hiscolognemakemykneesweak.Hegivesmea

mindblowingkissthatlastsformorethan2

minutes.Westopkissingandjuststareintoeach

other’seyes.

Me:“youaresofuckinhandsometoday,I’mso

jealousofthewomenwhowillgettolaytheireyes

onyou.”DidIjustsaythatoutloud?Whatthehellis

wrongwithme?Iclosemymouthwithhandandhe

laughsandremovesit.

Him:“thereisnothingwrongwithjealousyand

thankyouforthecomplimentmylove.Nowyoucan

imaginehowIfeeleverydayyouwalkoutofthat

door.”Ichuckle.

Me:“thewayyou’resohandsomeIcouldeatyouup

thismoment.Yaziwhenyoudescendedthestairs

mypussywasthrobbing,callingoutyourname,



saying‘Vuyoeatmenow’.”Canmymouthstop

openingandspittingwordswithoutmypermission?

Iclosemymouthwithmyhandagain.“Whatthe

helliswrongwithmetoday?”helaughsagainso

hardthattearsstartscomingoutofhiseyes.

Him:“youknowwhatletmegetmybagandIwill

driveyoutoworktoday,takeyououtforlunchand

fetchyouafterworkandIwon’ttakenoforan

answer.”BeforeIcananswerhedisappearsinside

thehouseandcomesbackwithhisbriefcase.We

getintothecarandwedriveoff.

Me:“MondisacanwepleasegotoBloomCoffee?I

didn’tfinishmybreakfastbecauseIwas

distracted.”Irollmyeyesandhelaughs.Sohewill

belaughingatmealldaylong?

Him:“okaymylove,anythingforyou.”Wepark

outsideBloom,wegetoutandgoinside.Wefind

Smisoonthecounter.Iknowhisnameandhe

knowsminebecauseIhavebecomearegularhere.

Smiso:“LwandekaMissUniverse”Igiggle,theguy

alwayscomplimentsmeeverytime.FuckIforgot



Vuyoiswithme.

Me:“heySmiso,I’dlikeacappuccinowith2

chocolatemuffinsandbabywhatwouldyoulike?”I

turntostareatVuyo.

Vuyo:“blackcoffeeonly.”Smiso’seyeswiden.

Him:“OMG!YourboyfriendisLuvuyoSthole?!”I

turnandlookatVuyoandheshrugs.“You’remy

rolemodelsir.Anywaysyoumaytakeyourseats

andIwillcallyouwhenyourorderisready.”Wego

tositdown.

Me:“whatwasthatallabout?Areyousomekindof

acelebrityMondisawamingedwa?”

Vuyo:“Idon’tknowaboutthecelebritypartbutIam

ayoungblacksuccessfulbusinessman.”Irollmy

eyesandhechuckles.Ourorderiscalled,hegoto

thecounter,settlethebillandcomesbackwithour

coffeesandmuffinsandsitdown.

Me:“cometomama”Iopenmyhandsformy

cappuccino.

Him:“areyoutalkingtothecoffeeorme?”Ilaugh.



Me:“mybabyisjealous,youaremorehandsome

whenyouarejealous.”Herollshiseyesand

blushes.“OMG!Vuyodidyoujustblush?”Ilaugh

loudly.

Him:“finishyourbreakfastbeforeyougetlatefor

work.”Ilaughevenmore.“Weeusizakelekewena

ngane.”Ijustshakemyheadlaughingandtearsare

juststreamingdownmycheeks.“YouknowwhatI

amleaving.”HeattemptstostandandIgrabhis

hand.

Me:“okayI’mdonelaughingatyoubabe,sitwho

knowsmaybeyoumightearnyourselfaquickie

beforeyougotowork.”Hiseyeswidenandhesits

down.

Him:“what’shappeningwithyourmouthtoday?”I

chuckle.

Me:“Idon’tknow,maybeIhavemultiple

personalities.”

Him:“thatmaybetheonlyexplanation.”Weboth

laugh.

Me:“Iloveyou.”



Him:“Iloveyoumore.”Hestandsupandperksmy

lips.“Yazintomorrowwewillgostraighttothe

magistrateandgetmarried.Youaresothewoman

forme.”

Me:“you’recrazy.”Wefinisheatingandwewalkout.

OnourwaytothecarIbumpintoaladyandshe

turns.

Sne:“youagain”shesaysannoyed.“Didn’tyour

motherteachyoutowatchwhereyou’regoing?”her

eyesmovefrommetoVuyo.“OhhheyJobeIdidn’t

seeyouthere”didthisbitchjustflirtwithmybae?

“Ohhsheisyouremployee,shemustbenew.

Pleasedoteachhermanners.”Iseemyhand

turningred.IwhispertoVuyo.

Me:“babeshejustmademehaveareaction”he

looksatmeandlooksbackatSne.

Him:“sheisnotjustmyemployeebutmyfiancé

andneverspeaktoherlikethat.”Withthatsaidhe

pullsmetothecarandwegetin.

Sne:“WOW,WHATADOWNGRADEJOBE!”she

shoutsandwepaynoattentiontoher.



Him:“doyouhaveyourinjectionwithyou?”

Me:“inmybag.”Hetakeit,fiddleswithitandtake

outtheinjectionandinjectsme.

Him:“I’mtakingyoubackhome”hesaysstarting

theengine.

Me:“youwillbelatetoyourmeetingMondisa”

Him:“areyousuggestingthatIletyoudrivehome

sothatyoucancauseanaccident?”Heasksclearly

pissedandIjustkeepsquiet.Heconnectedhis

phonetothecarviaBluetooth.“CallSoma”

Car:“CALLINGSOMA!”itringsandheanswers

immediately,you’dswearhewaswaitingforthecall.

Soma:“Jobe”

Vuyo:“pleasegoandattendthemeetingonmy

behalfIamcomingbutIwillbealittlelate.”

Soma:“what’supboss?”helooksatmeandbackat

theroadandkeepsquietIguesshewantsmeto

answer.

Me:“heySoma.”



Soma:“bosslady,areyouokay?Youdon’tsound

likeyourusualself.”Heknowsmyusualself,

interesting.

Me:“IamnotfeelingwellSomasoJobeistaking

mehome,hewillcomestraighttothemeetingafter

droppingme.”

Soma:“okaygetwellsoonbosslady.”Hedropsthe

call.Weenterthehouseandhestopsthecarin

frontofthemaindoor.Itakemybagandgetout,he

alsogets.

Me:“youwillbelate,youcangonowthanksfor

droppingmeoff.”Idon’twaitforhimtoanswerI

justruninsidethehouseandrushtomyroom.

Iundressandgetintoaquickcoldshower.Idry

myselfandwearwarmclothesbecauseIcanfeel

thatIamcomingdownwithaflubecauseofthe

coldshower.Iturnontheheaterandgetunderthe

covers.ItakeoutmyphoneandtextNolby.‘I’msick

pleasebuymeKFCsweetchilitwisterandbox

master,bothwithextracheeseASAP.’Isendit,I

knowshewillcomequicklybecauseofthe‘ASAP’.I



thentextThabi‘pleasebringmespicychickenpizza

andalatteASAP,I’msick’.Iknowsheisadruglord

andshemaybebusybutIdon’tcare.Ithenplugin

myearphonesandwatchsomevideosfrom

YouTube.Inapproximately30minutesbothofthe

bargeinmyroomandItakeoutmyearphones.

Theyplacethefoodoneithersidesofthebedand

sitonthebed.

Thabi:“what’supsosha?”

Me:“Ihadanallergicreactiononmywaytowork

andVuyodrovemebackhome”

Nolby:“whatcausedit?”Ilooktheotherway,take

mylatteanddrinkit.

Thabi:“youknowitiscausedbybeingincontact

withalotionorperfumeyouareallergictosowho

didyoutouch?”Ifinishmycoffeeandlookather,I

knowshewon’tthisslide.

Me:“onThanksgivingwewenttoaclubin

RosebankandwhenIwenttothelooIbumpedinto

herandsheslappedmeandIslappedherback,I



gotthereaction.Todaywesawherandshe

bumpedintomeagain.”

Thabi:“‘HER’doesn’thaveaname?”Itakethepizza

andstarteatingit,bothofthemtakeasliceeach

andstarteating.

Me:“letitgoThabi.”

Her:“IhavetoknowhersothatIcanmakesure

thatyouguysnevercrosspathsagain.”

Me:“SneguguMhlongo”

Nolby:“thatbitch!”welookather.“Soveleno

introductions?Hebanathiskidissouneducated.

YaziNSFASshouldaskfortheirmoneyback.”Trust

Nolbytobedramaticabouteverything.

Me:“Iamsorrymyfriend,thisisThabiNtuli,my

bestfriend.WegrewuptogetherandThabithisis

NolubabaloJama,mybestiefromvarsityandof

courseyouknowher.”

Nolby:“howdoessheknowme?”

Me:“sheknowseverything.”Thabichuckles.

Thabi:“soshamyqueenaskedifyoucouldjoinus



fordinnertomorrowandshesaidyoucanbring

yourboyfriend.”

Me:“wowokayIwilltellVuyowhenhecomesback

fromwork.Ican’twaittoseeyourhouse.”

Nolby:“whataboutme?”

Thabi:“youcancomewithyourboyfriendifyou’re

notbusy.Soshawillsendyouthelocation.”She

standsupwiththepizzaboxbecauseitisfinished.

“LetmeloveandleaveyouIhavetorush

somewhere.”

Nolby:“metoo,getwellsoonmyfriend.”Shekisses

myforehead.

Me:“thankyouforcheckinguponme,Ireally

appreciateit.”

BOTH:“SISTERSBYBOND”welaughandthey

leave.IpickupthehousephoneandcallZethu.

Zethu:“sisiLwah”

Me:“pleasecometomyroomnow”Ihangup,she

isatmydoorwithinamatterofseconds.“Please

takethesetothekitcheninthesecondfloorsisi,I



wannafinditwhenIwakeup.”Isaidhandingher

myKFCpaper-bag.

Zee:“okaysisi”

Me:“thankyou”shewalksout.Ilockmydoor,go

backtobedanditislightsout.

LaterthatdayIamwokenupbysoundsofmusic

insidemyroom.Thedevilmustbetemptingme,the

onlypersonwhohasthenervetowakemeuplike

thatisLondyandsheknowsverywellhowmuchI

hateit.Thistimearoundshebroughtherminions.

Howdidsheevengetin?Wheredidshefindthe

spare?Shecanactlikea5yearoldsometimes.

Londy:“wakey,wakeybigcc”shesaysasshe

continuedancing.Icovermyheadwithmypillow.

Me:“goaway”

Lwando:“youmustbehungry,comelet’sgo

downstairssothatwecanalleatlatelunch”Iraise

myhead.

Me:“youhaven’teatenlunch?”Icheckthetimein

myphoneanditis17:10.



Landesihle:“wewerewaitingforyou.”Iwakeup

andtakemyphone.

Me:“waitnomore,let’sgodownstairs.”Wego

downstairsandeatourlatelunchandthenheadto

thecinemaroom.

Lwando:“canwepleasewatchALADIN?”hesays

staringatmewithpuppyeyes.

Me:“finebutafterthatwewillwatchamovie

Landesihledesires”

Landesihle:“yay!Evenwhenyouwillbesleeping

yourwordisthelaw.”Wealllaughandthemovie

starts.Itrytostayawakeuntilhalfwaythroughit

andthenIexcusemyselftogoandsleep.

[11/21,10:23] :CHAPTER22

ItoldVuyoaboutthedinnerwhenIfinallyhadthe

chance.ItisTuesdayeveningandweareheading

toThabi’shome,shelivesinSaxonwold.Vuyois

drivingtheRollsRoyce.Heseemsdistractedor

upset?Idon’tunderstandhismoodsoIdecideto



ask.

Me:“Mondisawamingikwenzeni?(myMondisa

whathaveIdonetooffendyou?)”Hebrieflyturnsto

lookatmeandturnhisfocusbackontheroad.

Him:“IthinkyouthinkthatItakemyjobvery

seriouslythanyou.”Okaythatwasn’texpected.I

don’tknowwhattosaysoIjustask…

Me:“whatmakesyousaythat?”

Him:“yesterdayyoupracticallypushedmeaway,it

waslikeyousawmyjobasmynumberonepriority.

YoupracticallyforcedmetogotoworkafterIhad

assignedSomatocoverforme.It’slikeyoudidn’t

wantmetobethereforyou.”Ilookathimand

breatheoutloudly.

Me:“IamsorryifyoufeltthatwayVuyo,Ididn’t

wanttobeaburdentoyou.”Helaughsangrilyand

shakeshishead.

Him:“burden?Really?Pleasecomeupwithabetter

excuseLwandekabecausethatisjustutter



bullshit.”Okay,Vuyonevertalkstomeinthat

manner.Imusthavereallypissedhim.

Me:“okayIhavenobetterexcusethanthat,Iam

sorry,itwon’thappenagain,Ipromise.”Isay

squeezinghisthigh.

Him:“itbetternot.IfitwereuptomeIwouldbe

withyoueverysecondofthedaybecauseyouare

mynumber1priority.”

Me:“IknowandIamgratefulforthat,it’sjustthatI

amnotusedtobeinginthiskindofarelationship.”

Him:“whatkind?”

Me:“thekindwhereImatterandmyfeelings

matter.”

Him:“wellyoubettergetusedtoitbecauseIam

heretostay.”Uneconsilona.

WearenowatThabi’sgate.Itakeoutmyphone

anddialThabi’snumber,sheletusinandshortly

afterweparkNolby’scarfollowsin.weallgetout

ofthecars.IhugNolbyandshakehandswithher

boyfriendwhointroduceshimselfasStevenBanks.



WethenheadtothedoorandThabiwelcomesus

withahugesmile.SheletusinandImustsayher

houseisbreathtaking.Sheleadsustothelongue

andwesitdown.

Me:“ahh.Ahh.Iknowyourtasteandthisisn’tit.”

Thabi:“wellthemadamofthehouseistheoneto

blameforthat”

Me:“whereisshevele?”

Thabi:“sheisatthekitchen.”Noluhcomesoutofa

doorwhichIsuspectisthekitchen.Sheiswearing

amatchinggreenhighwaistpencilskirtandacrop

top.Damnthismamihascurvesfordays.Istand

upandmeetherhalfwayforahug,shelooks

stunning.

Me:“madamofthehouse,youlookbeautiful.”She

blushesandlooksdown.

Noluh:“youdon’tlookbadyourself.”Sheteases

andwelaugh.Weheadtoeveryone.

Me:“thisisNolubabalomybestieandherboyfriend



Stevens.”Sheshakehandswiththem.

Noluh:“nicetomeetyou.”Shesaysinherwarm

smile.

Me:“andthisisthemanthatstolemyheartLu…”

Noluh:“LuvuyoSithole,myboss.Suchasmall

worldsir.”Theyshakehands.

Vuyo:“mysuspicionswerecorrectafterall.”

Me:“whatsuspicions?”

Vuyo:“ohhSomawasinterestedinherandItold

himthatsheisalesbian.”

Thabi:“howdidyoufigurethatout?”

Vuyo:“IguessIampsychicorobservantthat

much.”

Noluh:“wellthefoodisreadysoifeveryonewould

followmetothediningarea.”Sheleadstheway

andweallfollowher.

Nolby:“finally!”shesaysasshesitsdownandwe

alllaughatherandthenthestartersareserved.

Me:“youareoddlyquiettoday,areyousick



maybe?”IsaylookingatNolbywhoissittingacross

meatthetable.VuyoissittingnexttomeandThabi

andNoluhareseatingattheheads.

Vuyo:“Iwasabouttoaskherthesamequestion”

wealllaugh.

Nolby:“wellIdon’twannaembarrassmyselfin

frontofMr.Bankshere.Whoknowsmaybehe

mightmarryme.”

Stevens:“Iloveyoumorewhenyouarea

chatterboxmylove.”Hesayskissinghercheekand

Nolbyblushes.

Thabi:“thereyouhaveit,freedom.”Welaugh.Itisa

wonderfuldinnerandIpromisetoinvitethemover

whenwecomebackfromCapeTown.WellIhave

neverbeeninanenvironmentlikethis,withthe

peopleIlovebutwhoarenotmyfamily.Ifeelso

freeandloved.Theyareabreathoffreshair.

Me:“weshoulddothismoreoften.”Isayasweare

chillingatthelonguedrinkingwineafterfinishing

ourdessert.

Nolby:“you’reright,Ithinkweshouldalsohitthe



clubascouples.Itfeelsgoodtopartywithyourbae

nexttoyou.”

Vuyo:“Ihaveyettoexperiencethat.”Hesays

lookingatmewithasmileandIjustblush.

Thabi:“wecouldgotoAlloynextweekFriday

beforesomeofusheadhomeforChristmas”

Stevens:“thatisactuallyagreatidea,Iwillinvitemy

friendstoo,andofcoursetheywillhavetocome

withtheirgirlfriendsbecausewewouldn’twantthe

nightturningsouth.”Wealllaugh.

Vuyo:“IamhostingaNewYear’sEvepartyatmy

houseformostlymyemployeessoI’dreallylikeitif

youladiescouldorganizeit.”

Noluh:“eventhestafffromAlloy?”

Vuyo:“Iwasthinkingofhiringcasualworkerswho

wouldworkfromthe25thtothe3rdsothatIcan

allowmyemployeestoenjoytheholidayswiththeir

families.”

Nolby:“youhaveagoodheartJobe.”

Vuyo:“owwItry.”



Noluh:“worrynot,Iaminonplanningtheevent,I

loveplanningeventsandbeingincharge.”

Thabi:“eveninthebedroom”sheblurtoutandwe

alllaugh,Noluhjustlooksdownclearly

embarrassed.

Me:“heywearealladultshere,noneedtobe

uncomfortablewhentalkingaboutsex,Imeanwe

alldoit.”

Nolby:“yeahsomeofusdoiteverychanceweget.

Itisourenergydrink,wecan’tgolongwithoutit.”

Wealllookatherandlaugh.“Goshevenspeaking

aboutitmakesmewet.”Welaughagain,Nolbyis

crazyandIamgladthatshehasaboyfriendlike

Stevenswhocantoleratehercraziness.Weallsay

ourgoodbyesandweleave.Whenwegethomewe

gotoVuyo’sroom.Someofmyclothesstaythere

now.Itakeoffmyshoesandattemptonmassaging

myfeet.

Vuyo:“howaboutwetakeashowerandthenIwill

giveyouamassagemylove”Inodandwegoto

takeaninnocentshower.Afterthatwecomeback



tobedinpajamasandhestartsmassagingmyfeet

slowly.Ican’thelpbutreleasesoftmoans.

Vuyo:“babepleaseyouaretorturingme”

Me:“it’snotmyfaultthatyourhandshavemagic

mymunchie”

Vuyo:“munchiehuh?”heraiseshisheadandour

eyesmeet.“Ifinallygetapetname,thankheavens.”

Ilaugh,mybabycanbedramaticsometimes.

Me:“youhavenevertalkedaboutyourrelatives,

aren’tthereanyleftinBarkleyWest?”

Him:“evenifthereareIdon’tcare,whenmyparents

werestillaliveitwasjustusandthemonly.Our

fatherwasconsideredthe‘blacksheep’ofthe

familysoweneverreallypaidmuchattentiontohis

sideofthefamily.Mymom’ssidereallyhated

father,theysaidhewasevilandhecorruptedour

mother.Soyahthatisbasicallyit.”

Me:“familiescanbefuckedupsometimes.”

Him:“tellmeaboutit.”Hefinishesmassagingmy

feetandhishandsstartcaressingmythighs.



Hisgazeisfixedonmine.Ispreadmylegswideto

givehimaccess.Ihonestlythoughtitwouldbehard

havingsexwithVuyobecauseofwhatuncle

Thabanididbutitwasn’t.ItrustandloveVuyowith

myallandIbelievethathewouldevenprotectme

fromhimself.

Anywaysbacktothepresent.Heloweredhishead

tomyhoneypot.Heslowlyremovesmypanties

andhisgazeisafuckinturnon.Withinablinkofan

eyewearebothstarknaked.Hefirstlyblewairinto

myhoneypotthenhestartedsucking,nibbling,and

doingallsortsofthingsdownthere.Ifeelmybody

tenseupandIknowIamonthevergeofcuming.I

explodeonVuyo’smouthandhelicksmeclean

beforecomingtomymouthandkissingme.I

honestlyhavenotimeforforeplay.Ineedhim

insidemeasinyesterday.

Me:“Ineedyouinsideofmemunchie.”Isay,more



likeIbeg.Hesmirked.

Him:“tellmewhatyouwantmyangel.”

Me:“Iwantyoutofuckme.”Isayinaseductive

way.

Him:“youwishismycommandmyqueen.”And

owwboydidhefuckmeandIactuallylikeitrough.

After4roundsoffuckingwefinallyfallasleepin

eachother’sarms.Idon’tknowhowIamsupposed

tobeuptomorrowwhenhehassuckedtheyear’s

remainingenergyoutofmysystem.

.

.

.
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Lovecurespeople–boththeoneswhogiveitand

theoneswhoreceiveit.–KarlMenninger

***************

Iwakeup,quicklyshowerandheadtowork.Iclock

inandstartworking.Iserveafewtablesandafter

thattherearenotablestoserveatthathoursoIgo

tothebarhopingtochatwithLeboasusual.Isiton

thebarstool.IbookanappointmentatFancyClaws

for4pm.IwillaskTDKtoleaveearlybecauseI

reallyneedtodomyhair.Thisothergirlisbehind

thebar,Ididn’treallycatchhername.

Me:“hey.”Sheturntomydirection.“I’mLwandeka,

isLeboin?”

Her:“IamLilianandLeboisnotinyet.”Shereplies

withanattitudeormaybeitismymindplaying

tricksonme.

Me:“owokay,Iwilljustsithereandwaitforhim

sincetherearen’tanycustomersyet.”



Her:“mustbenicefuckingtheboss,youcometo

workwhenyoufeellikeit,youtakebreaksatyour

owntimeandyouwalklikeyouowntheplace.”

Whatdidthisbitchjustsaytome?

Me:“excuseme?”Ihaveneverreallyhadafallout

withanyofthestaffhere,sothisisafirst.I’d

considermyselfaverypeacefulpersonunlessI

wakeuponthewrongsideofthebed.

Her:“owwIthinkyouheardmeperfectlyclearand

I’mprettysureyouaredyingtotellbaedearest

whatLillysaidandtonightIwillbejoblessbutI

reallydon’tcare,Ispeakmymind.”Ihaveneverin

mylifemetsomeonesodisrespectfulandIreally

don’tknowwhy.Ijustkeepquiet.“What?Catgot

yourtongue?”Ijustseeacoupleenteringtheclub

andIheadtothemwithmenusinmyhand,Itake

theirordersandservethemafterawhile.Iamnot

goingtoletabitchgettome.IseeAviweandLebo

enteringtheclubandIheadtheirway.Wehug.

Me:“Iwillneverunderstandyourshifts.”Theylaugh.

Aviwe:“we’vebeenhereforawhilenowsothe



bossesletuschoosetheirshiftsaslongaswewill

work8hoursnje.”Shescanmyface.“What’sup?

Youdon’tlookgood.”Wegotothelockerroomand

theyplacetheirbagsthereandwegobacktothe

longue.

Me:“somegirlinsultedmeearlieron.”IseeAviwe’s

facechange,areallmyfriendsalwaysreadyfora

fight?

Her:“who?”

Me:“LilianaorLilian,somewherebetweenthose

lines.”

Her:“thatbitch.Whatexactlydidshesay?”

Me:“thatIdoasIpleasehereatAlloybecauseI’m

sleepingwithVuyo.”Shesmirked

Her:“don’tworrybabes,sheisjustbitter.Everyone

knowsthatshehasthishugecrushonJobeandhe

neverpaidattentiontoher,bosslikethemblack.”

Ihithershoulderplayfullyandshelaughs.We

continueworkingandIclockoutintheevening.Igo

toFancyClaws,domyhair,nailsandwax.Ipay



thenleavethesalon.IrememberIpromisedthe

twinsrewardsonMondayandtheyknowInever

breakmypromisesoafterclockingoutIrushtothe

malltobuythemaredvelvetcake.WhenIarrive

homeIgivethemitandtheyaresohappy.Vuyo

isn’thomesoIamalittlesad.Thandekaisinher

studysoIgotheretojoinher,distractheractually.

Me:“areyoubusy?”sheraisesherheadfromthe

filesheislookingat.

Her:“ifitinvolvesadickandalcoholIcanneverbe

toobusy.”OMG!Didshejustsaythat?Ilaughand

shejoinsme.“Sowhenareweshoppingthem

bikinisforCapeTown?”

Me:“Idon’tknow.MaybeFridaymorning.When

exactlyisourflight?”

Her:“middaysomaybewewillhaveachancetogo

shopping,maybeyoucanaddsomelingeriethere.”

Ilaugh.“I’mserious,IlikeyousoIdon’twantmy

brothertobreakupwithyoubecauseofthedullsex

mylove.Plusthatassofyourswilldowondersina



lingerie.”OwmyGodsomeonemakehershutup.

Me:“ifIletyouguilttripmeintobuyingitthenyou

willtellmethenamesofyourfuckbuddies.”Her

facechangesandshesuddenlylooksembarrassed.

Her:“whatareyoutalkingabout?”shesays

avoidingeyecontact.

Me:“I’mnotakidTDK,youarenotinaserious

relationship,that’sagivenbutyoualwayshavethat

after-sexglowccandtheonlyexplanationtothatis

onenightstandsorfuckbuddies.”

Her:“ormaybeIjustdon’twantyouguystoknow

whomyboyfriendis.”Irollmyeyesandsitbackon

thechair.

Me:“owplease.”

Her:“anywaysVuyoandIwerethinkingof

transferringyoutotheclubinProteaGlenand

makingyousupervisorthere.”myworldjuststops

forasectryingtoprocesswhatTDKjustsaid.

Me:“repeatwhatyoujustsaid,slowlythistime.”

Her:“wearetransferringyoutoFestsatProteaGlen



tobeamanagerthere.”

Me:“wow!ButhowwillImanageaclub?HowwillI

makeemployeesrespectmewhentheyhardly

respectmeastheircolleague?Whatwillpeoplesay

aboutme?WilltheyalsosayIgotthisbecauseof

Vuyo?”TDKgivesmeaquestioninglook.

Her:“whatareyoutalkingaboutprincess?Whoare

thesepeopleyouaretalkingabout?”Istandup.

Me:“Ineedtoleave.”Irushoutofheroffice,she

callsformebutIdon’tturnback.Irundownstairs,

takemybagfromthekitchencounterandhurryto

thegarage.IgetintheR8anddriveoutoftheyard.

Ineedtoclearmyhead.Igotothisfancyrestaurant

andtakemyseatinside.Iorderafruitsaladand

justsitback.

Liliana’swordscomebacklikeaflood.EversinceI

startedworkingatAlloyIhavehadmoredaysoff

thananyoneandIsometimesleaveearly.Butthe

bitchonlystatedtheobviousbecausesheisbitter

shedidn’tgetatasteofVuyo’saffectionandwould

probablynever.ButIwillnottellVuyoaboutthis,he



willprobablyfireherandshewillhatemeeven

moreandIamnotinamissionofmakingenemies

inJozi.

AboutthemanagingjobatFestswellthemoney

willbegoodbutIdoubtthestaffwilllikeme

especiallywhentheydiscoverthatIamdatingVuyo.

Ican’thelpbutfeellikeVuyoandThandekaare

dictatingmylifebutIjusthopethattheyarestirring

ittotherightdirection.I’msuremymomwillbe

happywhenItellherI’mgoingtobeamanager.

Beingamanagermeansthefastershewillworkon

buildinghersurgery.Beingamanagermeansless

workinghours,right?Moretimeformetosleep

then.Myordercomes,Ieatmyfruitsaladpatiently.

MyphonevibratesandVuyo’spicturepoptothe

screen.IthinkaboutnotansweringitbutIdon’t

wanthimtothinkIamcheatingorsomethingsoI

answer.

Me:“mymunchie”



Him:“mypumpkin”

Me:“ahhcouldn’tyouhavesaidmaybemy

chocolateormyMoetormywatermelon?Those

tastythingsMondisawamingedwa?”helaughs.

Him:“IwillcallyoumyRollsRoycethen,something

ofgreatvalueandimportancetome.”Nowitismy

turntolaugh.“SowhereareyouCasterSemenya?”

Me:“out.IneededsomefreshairandIfeltlikethe

wallsareclosinginonmeatthathouse.”

Him:“butIambacknow,pleasecomebackmy

humanteddybear.”Ican’thelpbutlaugh,yazVuyo

canbecrazysometimesbutheknowshowtocheer

meup.“Hearingyoulaughbutfarawayfrommeis

torture.”

Me:“don’tyougettiredofseeingme?”

Him:“Iwillnevergettiredofseeingyourannoyingly

beautifulfacemylove.”

Me:“okaygivemeanhourandIwillbethere”

Him:“ahhthatlong?Youwillfindmedead.Kante

whereareyou?”



Me:“far.”Ihangupandsignalthewaitertocometo

mytable.Isettlethebillandleavetherestaurant.

SomehowspeakingtoVuyoalwaysmakesmefeel

betterandfeelgoodaboutmyself.Ijustprayand

hopethatnothingcomesbetweenus.

ThefollowingdayIgettoworkandduringIam

calledtothefront,theysayagentlemanwas

lookingforme.Igetnervous,Idon’tknowanyother

guyinJoziotherthanmybae,Stevens,Lebo,Soma

andmycolleagues.Ijuststopthinkingtoomuch

andgotothelongue.IfindbhutiSizwesittingona

tablehiseyeswonderingaround.Iquicklyrushto

himandwhenheseesmehestandsupandwehug.

Me:“myfavouritebrotherinthewholeworld.”We

sitdown.

Him:“really?Doyoumeanthatoryouwant

somethingfromme?”Ilaugh,mybrotherisalways

suspiciousorcuriousandyou’dthinkheisa

detectiveoragangsterbutheisjustCOOata

logisticscompany.



Me:“youalwayssuspiciousbhutibutI’mjustglad

toseeyou.Youareaverybusymansojustseeing

youmakesmehappy.”Aviwecomestoourtable.

Her:“eveningsir,whatcanIgetyou?”

Him:“whiskeyontherocksandcranberryjuicefor

mysister.”Herecomestheoverprotectivebrother.

Me:“ahhbhuti,oneglassofchampagnewouldn’t

hurtnje”

Him:“youstillhavetogetbacktoworkWawa.”

Goshthatnicknamemakesmefeelsolittle.

Aviwe:“whydidn’tyoutellmeyouhavesuchahot

brothermyfriend?”Hebanathisgirl,firstlyyou’rein

arelationship,secondlyI’mnotMissMatchmaker.

Sizwe:“howlongshallIwaitformydrink?”My

brotherasksraisinghiseyebrowsatAviwe.She

justquicklyrushestothebar,probably

embarrassed.Sizweturnstome.“SohowisSthole

treatingyou?”Ialmostchokeonmysaliva.

Me:“whatdoyoumeanhowishetreatingme

bhuti?”shithefigureditout.



Him:“IamnotdumbWawa,Iknowthatyoutwoare

inarelationship.”Thenwhyhaven’tyouorderedme

tostayawayfromhimlikeyoualwaysdowithmy

previousboyfriends?ThatiswhatIwanttoaskbut

decidedagainstit.Aviwecomeswithourdrinksand

quicklyleaves.

Me:“heistreatingmegoodbhuti,heactuallytreats

meliketheonlywomanintheworld.”Iscanhis

face.“Aren’tyougoingtoordermetostayaway

fromhim?”

Him:“notthistimearound.Youareoldenoughto

makeyourowndecisionwhenitcomesto

relationships.IhaveseenthewayStholelooksat

you,thatmanwouldlayhislifeforyou.Treathim

good.”Ilookathimsurprised.

Me:“whoareyouandwhathaveyoudonetomy

brother?”hechuckles,IknowIamnotgettingmy

answer.“Howlongareyougoingtostayhere?”

Him:“aweekor2,I’mnotsure,why?”

Me:“I’dliketoinviteyoutodinnerattheSthole

mansiontonight.IamsurethetripleLwillbe



delightedtoseeyou.”

Him:“okayIwillcome,justsendmethelocation

andIwillbethere.”Ismileathim.

Me:“Ibettergetgoingbhuti,myshiftisaboutto

endsoon.”

Him:“seeyoutonight.”Wehugandheleaves.I

continuewithmyshiftuntilIclockout.While

packingmybaginthelockerroomAviwecomesin

andsitsonthebenchandwatchesme.

Me:“youmightaswelltalknowbecauseI’m

headinghomewithinthenextminute”

Her:“yourbrother,howoldishe?Isheina

relationship?Doeshehavekids?”

Me:“howwouldyoufeelifanothergirlweretoask

questionslikethattoLebo’ssister?”shelooks

down.“Exactly,mybrotherisahunter,hedoesn’t

likewomenwhocomplimenthimorthrows

themselvesathim.Hegoesfortheimpossiblefish

intheseaandaftertheencounteryouguyshad

todayIdoubthewillevenlookyourwaywhenhe

seesyou.”OkaythatisharshbutIknowmybrother



toowell.Myfriendsathighschoolusedtothrow

themselvesathimbutheblatantlyignoredthem.

Aviwelooksdisappointed.Shestandsupandhead

tothedoor.

Her:“seeyounextweekthen.”shesaysbeforeshe

disappearsintothelongue.

WhenIarrivehomeIfindVuyoatthekitchen

counterwithhislaptop.YesterdayIacceptedtheir

offertoworkatFestsbuttoldthemIwouldonlybe

startinginJanuarythatmeansIonlyhad2weeks

leftatAlloy.Iamgonnamissthatplaceand

especiallyAviweandLebo,butatleastI’dgettosay

goodbyetoeveryoneattheNewYear’sEveparty.I

justleanbythedoorandadmireGod’screation.He

surelytookhistimebuildingVuyo.Hispurehazel

eyeswhichonegetslostinthem,hisperfectly

shapednose,hisdeliciouspinkishlipsthatdoes

wonders,hissmallbeardthatalwaysticklesme

whenhegoesdownonme.Ibitmylipthinking

abouthistongueonmyhoneypot.



Him:“areyoudonecheckingmeout?”hesayswith

asmirkashecloseshislaptop.

Me:“wipethatsmirkoffyourfaceorelseIwillsleep

onmybedtonight.”Isaysmiling,hecomescloser

tome.

Him:“youwouldn’tpunishmelikethatmysweet

rose,wouldyou?”hesaysraisinghiseyebrowand

hegrabsmywaist.Ishrug.Healwayscallsme‘my

sweetrose’whenheistryingtosoftenme.

Me:“mybrotheriscomingfordinnertonight.”Isay

asItrytowiggleoutofhisholdwhichisafutile

thingtodobecauseheisstrongbuthisholdisn’t

painful.

Him:“yourgangsterbrother?”mywhatnow?When

herealizedwhathejustsaidhequicklylet’sgoof

me,straightenandgototakeoutbottledwaterfrom

thefridge.

Me:“Vuyowhydidyoujustcallmybrothera

gangster?DoyouknowsomethingthatIdon’t

know?”I’dknowifmybrotherwasagangsterornot.

Thabiwouldalsohavetoldmeabouthimandhis



gang,right?

Him:“Imeanthewayheconductshimselfone

wouldthinkheisadetectiveorsomekindofa

gangster,nooffenceMaQwabe.”IlookathimandI

goupstairswithhimonmyheels.Igettomyroom

andundress.“Areyoumadatme?”

Me:“whywouldIbe?It’snotlikeyoudidn’tjust

accusemybrotherofbeingacriminal”

Him:“Ididn’tmeanit,Iamsorry.”Ijustglancehis

waythengotothebathroomandlockthedoor

whenIaminside.IamnotreallypissedbutIdon’t

likethefactthatVuyosaidmy‘gangsterbrother’

becauseI’vealwayssuspectedsomethingabout

himbutIjustbrushedthatthoughtaway.

.
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COMMENT
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Angerislikeaflameblazingupandconsumingour

self-control,makingusthink,say,anddothingsthat

wewillprobablyregretlater.–ThichNhatHanh

*******************

THANDEKA

Wearejustallgatheredatthedinnertablewaiting

forour‘specialguest’.Lwandekaappearsatthe

doorandshewasfollowedbyherbrotherSizwe.

GodIdon’tknowwhatiswrongwithmebutthereis

somethingIfeelforthisguy.Ilikethewayhis

dreadlocksarealwaysstyled,neatly.Godtheway

hisbeardisalwaystrimmed,hiscologne,hisskin

tone,hisvoice,entlekIamcrazyaboutthisguy.I

willjusthavetosleepwithhimtogetridofmy

fantasiesforhim.



HehugsthekidsandshakehandswithVuyo,he

comestomeandheopenhisarmsforahug,once

ourchestscollideJesusChristIgetwetinstantly.

ThemusclesbeneathhisshirtowwGod,whatis

happeningtome?Ithinktheonlywaytogethimout

ofmymindwouldbetofuckhim.Hefinallyletgo

andsitsdownbesidemeasthiswastheonly

vacantspace.Westarteatingandthetwinsarethe

onestalkingmostly.Ican’thelpbutnoticesome

tensionbetweenLwandekaandmybrotherandI

makeamentalnotetoaskoneofthemafterdinner.

Lwando:“wellbhutiwearegoingtoCapeTown

tomorrowfortheweekend.”Hesaysandhisface

beamedwithexcitement.IreallylikeLwandeka’s

siblings.Theybringlightinourhome.

Sizwe:“really?Areyougoingtostayatahotelor…?”

Me:“wehaveabeachhousethere,weactuallyhave

propertiesineveryprovince.Hotelsaren’treallyour

things.”



Lwandeka:“youhaveneverthoughtofowning

one?”notreally,Idon’tknowwhy,wedoownflats

though.

Vuyo:“theideaneverreallyexcitedus.Havinga

hotelrequiresfullattentionbecausewewouldn’t

wantanyonetakingadvantageofourconstant

absenceaswealwaysareinourclubsand

restaurants.”Mybrothercouldn’thavesaiditbetter.

Lwah:“mybrotherownfewpropertiessomaybeif

youdecideongoinginthatbusinessyoucanhave

atalkwithhim.”

Me:“willdoprincess.”

Sizwe:“sowhenyoucomebackwillyoucomefora

sleepoveratmyhouse?”

Lwandeka:“youhaveahousehere?Where?”

Sizwe:“atProteaGlen.”

Lwandeka:“wowthat’sawesome,whoknows

maybeImightstaytherefromJanuarysinceI’m

transferringtoFests.”Mybrotherclearshisthroat.

Thereisdefinitelytroubleinparadise.SeewhyI



choosetohavefuckbuddies?

Londy:“Idon’tthinkyouwilllovelivingatProtea

Glenalone,ImeanbhutiisbasedinDurban,heonly

comeshereforbusinessmaybeonceortwicea

year.Iforonewouldn’tleavethiswarmhometo

stayalone.”

Me:“enoughLondy,princessusedtheword‘might’

not‘will.’”

Lwandeka:“thankyoufortheshield,Ialmostdied.”

Welaugh.AfterthefoodZethuservesusthe

dessert.Wearestillenjoyingitwhenmyphone

ringsandT-bone’snameflashesonthescreen.I

answer.

Me:“talktome.”

T-bone:“Khweziisdead.”Myheartstopsfora

second.IthinkIheardhimwrong.Can’tbeKhwezi

andwherewashe?

Me:“what?”

T-bone:“thelionscaughtherattheirterritoryboss.”

Ismashmyphoneonthewall,theangerIhaveis



indescribable.

Lwandeka:“kidsgoupstairs,NOW!Youtoo

Londeka.”TheyallrushupstairsandIstart

smashingeverypieceofglassIcomeacross.

Sizwestandsup,takehisphoneandcarkeys.

Sizwe:“Iguessthisisgoodbye.Iwillseeyousis.”

HehugsLwahandsaysgoodbyetomybrotherand

headsout.AtthispointIdon’tgiveafuckabout

whathethinksofme.

Vuyo:“WILLYOUJUSTSTOPIT?!Breakingthings

won’tsolvewhateverthatphonecallcarried.”

Me:“theykilledher,theyfuckinkilledKhweziand

theyareallgoingtopayonebyone.”

Lwandeka:“OMG!”shesitsdownonthechair.“But

why?Whowoulddosuchathingtoher?”

Vuyo:“youarestartingtomakethiskillingthingof

yoursahabit.”

Me:“that’showgangstersareright?”whenithad

registeredinmymindwhatIjustsaidIsuddenly

feeltheurgetoleavethehouse.



Vuyo:“whatdidyoujustsayCharlotte?”Itakemy

otherphonefromthetableandmycarkeysfrom

thedrawerinthekitchenandleave.Iwilldealwith

mybrotherwhenIcomeback.RightnowIneedto

knowthepersonpersonallyresponsibleforpulling

thetriggeronKhwezi.Idriveoutofthehouseand

dialT-bone’snumber.

Me:“whereareyou?”

Him:“atthewarehouse,thebossisbreathingfire

bozza.”

Me:“eyyuzobastrongloyo,Ijustlostaveryloyal

soldier,Idon’tneedhimbreathingdownmyneck.

I’monmyway.”Ihangup.Iarriveatthewarehouse

andwhenIgetinsideKhwezi’sbodywasonthe

tableand3weresurroundingit.T-boneisjust

leaningagainstthewalllookingdefeated.Theyall

glancemyway.

Boss:“justthewomanIwantedtosee,please

balancemerealquickly,whatwasKhwezidoingat

anenemyterritoryaloneatnight?”Ihonestlyhadno

ideashewenttoRosebankandwhatwasshedoing



there.

T-bone:“shereceivedananonymoustipthatthe

Lionsaregatheringthereforameetingandshe

wantedsomeinformation.Whenshecalledmeit

wasalreadylatebecauseshewasalreadyoutside

theirwarehouse.AmemberoftheLionsspottedher

andheshotherintheheadwhileshewasstillinthe

car.”

Boss:“howdoyouknowallthis?”

T-bone:“wewereincontactthewholetime,she

hadn’thungupbecauseIwasherbackupbutIwas

late.”

Boss:“sincewhendoweactontipoffs?Arewethe

policenow?Dowegosniffingaroundonenemy

territory?”weallkeepquiet.Iamreallypissedat

Khwezinowbecauseifshehadseekedmy

permissionIwould’veforbidhertogototheLion’s

den.“Andyouastheirbosswhatdidyousaywhen

thiskidwaspursuingthismadness?”

Me:“Ihadnoideabossofwhatshewasupto,

otherwiseIwould’veforbidher.”



Boss:“letthisbeawake-upcalltoeveryoneinhere

thatyoudon’tgosniffingonenemyterritory,fuck

tipoffs.”

Scar:“butbossthiswasanattackontheHunters.

Khwezididn’tattachanyone,shecould’vejust

merelyhadsometroublewithhercarandbefore

shegotouttocheckoutoftheblueshewas

attacked.”Thatisboss’sright-handmanScar,the

dudeisveryscarywithawidescarontheforehead.

Boss:“areyousuggestingwedeclareawaragainst

theLions?”

Nolitha:“that’spreciseboss.Theykilledoneofus.

Wemustretaliate.”LithaisafemaleversionofScar.

Sheisscaryandhasmuscleslikeawrestler.

Me:“butwedon’tevenknowhowtheirbosslook

like.”

Boss:“thenit’stimewefindout.Ihaveafriendof

minefromoverseaswhojustcameback,maybe

shecanhelpusdiscovertheidentityoftheLions

headonceandforall.”

Me:“IwillinformKhwezi’sfamilyabouther



demise.”

Cindy:“sovelepeacetreatyhasbeenrevoked?”

everybodylooksather.

Boss:“theyaretheonewhorevokeditnotus.

Anywayswhat’sapeacetreatyvelebetweengangs?

Theelderswerecrazynaboyazi.”Hechuckles.

Scar:“it’sabouttimeboss,thosefuckersthinkthey

areinvincible.”Helaughs.“Andit’stimeThe

Lionessshowussomeaction.Wehavebeen

missinghersomuch.”Thewholeteamchuckles.

Me:“careful,whenshecomesoutyoumightnotbe

abletohandleher.”

Scar:“sheisnotminetohandle.Youneedtosether

looseforDarkEagle.”

T-bone:“eventhenameitselfgivesmecreeps.”

Me:“wellIwannasitandwaitforhimtotryhisluck

withme.Afterallaliondoesn’tfly.Itwaitsforits

predatortocomedownandletsitsguarddownand

thenitattacks.”



WiththatsaidIstandupandheadout.Iamserious,

IamnotgoingafterDarkEagle,Iamsurehewill

knowthathemessedwithmeandwilltrytakingme

outfirstandthat’swhenIwillstrike.Idon’tchase

ghosts.Iamafterallthequeenofthejungle,all

animalsbowdowntome.

.

.

.

.

.

ALLHAILTHELIONESS

[11/21,10:25] :CHAPTER25

*****************

There’salotmoreresponsibilityathome,soatour

isliketheoppositeforme.It’slikeabreathoffresh

air.–TravisBarker



****************

HonestlyKhwezi’sdeathtookmebysurprise.We

werenotthatclosebutthemomentwefirstmetI

reallylikedherandherpersonality.Withregardsto

TDKbeingagangsterIamjustshocked.Ireally

don’tknowwhattosay.AnywaysweareinVuyo’s

roomandhekeepspacingupanddownwithonly

boxers.Ican’thelpbutwanthimevenmore.Iget

outofthebed,hughimfrombehind.Thatseemsto

keephiminoneplace.Whenhereleasesadeep

breathIshovemyhandinsidehisboxersandgrab

hisdick.Hegroansanddoesn’tmove.Imovetothe

front,takeoffhisboxers,kneelinfrontofhimwith

hisdickstillinmyhand…

IamwokenupbymyphoneIcheckthetimeandit

is6am.Ilookatbaesleepingnexttomeandhe

lookssopeaceful.Thethingswedidyesterday,I

willneverforgetthatnighteverinmylife,just

thinkingaboutitmakesmewannarelivelastnight,



wishItookavideoofit,justkidding.AnywaysIam

annoyedtofindoutwho’scalling,Londy.I’mso

goingtokillher.Ianswertotallypissed.

Me:“what?”

Her:“WAKEUP!WEAREGOINGTOCAPETOWN!”I

wanttomakeherpayforwakingmeupsoIcookup

alieprettyfast.

Me:“sorrytoburstyourbubbleprincessbutweare

nolongergoing.ThandekaisnotokaysonoCape

Town.”

Her:“but…”Icanalreadyheardisappointmentinher

voiceandIinterrupther.

Me:“nowifyoudon’tmindIwouldliketocontinue

withmysleepthankyou.”Ihangup.

Vuyo:“umphoxelaniumntwana?”hespeakswithout

openinghiseyes.

Me:“shewokemeup,thatwaspayback.”

Him:“notcoolMaQwabe.”



Me:“thenyoucangodownstairsandtellherIwas

kidding.”Hepullsmeevenclosertohimstillhis

eyesclosed.

Him:“notachance,let’sgobacktosleep.”Ismile

andkisshischeekandgobacktosleep.

LONDEKA

Iamverysadthatwearenolongergoingtothe

MotherCity.Imustsaywaslookingforwardto

postingbeachpicturesonmyInstagram.Thetwins

arerunningaroundthehousereallyexcitedsoI

don’twanttobethecarrierofbadnews.Lwandeka

willhavetotellthemwhenshewakesup.Thandeka

comestothekitchentomakecoffee,shelookslike

shedidn’tjusthaveanoutburstlastnight.Iguess

sheknowshowtokeepheremotionsincheck.

MomentslaterLwandekaandVuyodescendthe

stairsintheirsleepwear.

Lwandeka:“kidsareyourbagsready?”thetwins

stopwhattheyaredoingandgiveLwandeka



undividedattention.

Me:“butyousaid…”

Lwah:“youofallpeopleknowIhateitwhen

someonewakesmeup.”

Me:“I’msorry.”

Vuyo:“Charlotte”hesayslookingatThandekaand

thetensionistoomuch.

TDK:“bhuticanwetalkwhenwecomebackfrom

CapeTown?Please,theweekendisaboutthekids

notus.Canweputourdifferencesasidethisonce?”

LwandekalooksatVuyo.

Lwah:“munchiesheisright”Vuyosigh.

Him:“fine,everyonepleasepackyourbags,wewill

passbyMallofAfricaforsome‘shopping’andthen

wewillheadtoORTambo.”

Lwah:“guyslet’smeetherein30minutes.Wedon’t

haveallday.”SheheadstothekitchenwhereZethu

handsheracupofcoffeeandshegoesupstairs

withit.Everyoneelsealsogoupstairs,Igotomy

room.



IreceiveatextfromLebo,yesbabetheflirting

endedwithusexchangingnumbersbutdon’ttell

mysisteraboutit.AndIamnotlookingfora

seriousrelationship.Hewilljustbethefirstguyin

Jozitohitit.IknowheisdatingAviwebutIjust

can’thelpmyselfanditwouldbebetterifhewasn’t

interestedinmebutheis.Anywaysthetextread

‘Heystranger,Ican’twaittoseeyouagain,when

exactlycanIseeyouagain?’Ismiletomyselfand

reply‘myperfectstrangerIwillbeinCapeTownfor

theweekend,I’mcomingbackonTuesday.’Iputmy

phoneonthedresserandfinishpacking,I

showeredwhenIwokeupsonowIjustchangemy

clothesandtakemybelongingsdownstairs.Iam

thefirstonetogettheresoIgotositonthepatio

andcallLebo.

Lebo:“mybeautifulstranger.”

Me:“myperfectstranger.”Hegiggles,goshhis

giggle,itmakesmewanna…noLondekadon’tgo

there.



Him:“Imissthetasteofyourlips,IwishIcanhave

themeveryday.”

Me:“easythereloverboy.Slowdown,youwillget

caughtbeforeeventastingtheforbiddenfruit.”

Him:“OMGmybeautifulstrangerdon’tsaythat

whenyouarefarfromme,youwilldrivemecrazy

andmyimaginationwillgowild.”Welaugh.

HonestlyIdon’tcareifAviwewillfindout,the

problemwillbemysister.

Me:“IpromisetoseeyouassoonasIlandhereon

Tuesday.”

Him:“Iwillbepatientlywaitingforyoumybeautiful

strangerandmaybeyoucanallowmetotakeyou

onadate.”Iblush,thisguyiswinningmyheart.

Me:“Ilikethesoundofthatmyperfectstrangerand

IwillmakesureImakeittoourdate.”Ihearnoises

fromthehouse.“Wewilltalklater,Ineedto

bounce.”Ihangupandgobackinside.

NARRATED



Theyallheadtothemall.Danversisdrivingthe

tripleL.somaisdrivingLwandeka,Vuyoand

Thandeka.ThetensioninSoma’scaristoomuch.

LwandekastartssniffingandVuyolooksather

worried.

Vuyo:“mysweetrosewhatisit?”

Lwah:“Ihatethis,itistoomuch.”

Vuyo:“whatistoomuch?”helooksatherconfused.

Lwah:“thetensionbetweenyouandThandeka,I

can’tbearit.IamnolongergoingtoCapeTown.

Somapleasestopthecar,Ican’tstaywiththese

twoanylonger.”

TDK:“pleasedon’tstopthecarSoma,princessit’s

fineIwillstaybehindyouguyscangototheCape.”

Lwandekalaughsindisbelief.

Lwah:“youthinkIcareaboutthestupidtrip?Icare

moreaboutthetwoofyouanditpainsmetosee

younotgetalong.Formysakepleasefixthis

beforeweboardtheplane.”Sheplugsinher



earphonesandfaceoutsidethewindow.

TDK:“Iamsorrybhutifornottellingyouaboutmy

involvementwiththeHunters.Ihavebeeninthe

gangsinceIcamehereinJozi.Wedealwithdrugs

andgunsmuggling.Theyalsodomoneylaundering

butIdon’ttakepartinthat.Ihavenovalidreason

forjoiningitbutitjustfellright.IfeltlikeIbelonged

inthegroup.Ihavebeenwantingtobelong

somewhereandbeinginthegangcompletedme.I

amnotproudofmostthingsthatwedobutitis

whoIambhuti.Iwillunderstandifyouhateme.”

Vuyo:“whydidn’tyoutellme?Didn’tyouthinkI

neededtoknowyourinvolvementinthegang

becausebeinginthegangmeansyouhave

enemiesandyourenemiesaremyenemies?Don’t

youcareaboutmysafety?WhataboutLwandeka’s

safetyhuh?”

TDK:“yoursafetyhasalwaysbeenmyfirstpriority,

youdohavebodyguardsyoujustdon’tknowthem.

Princessisthemostsecuredpersonafterthe

president.EveninherabsenceThabimadesure

thatsheisalwaysprotectedandyoucantrusther



sheisnotjustagangsterbutsheisaganglord,

mafiatype.”Vuyokeptquietandlookeddown.“Iam

sorryIdidn’ttellyou,Iwasafraidwhatyouwould

thinkofme.Iamnotinthegangforthemoney,I’m

therebecauseIbelongthereandIlovethepeopleI

workwith.”

Vuyo:“althoughIamdisappointedinyouIam

happythatyouhaveasenseofbelonging.Once

againthankGodforbringinganangelintoour

lives.”Lwandekatakeoutherearphones.

Lwah:“thankyoumylove.”Shekisseshimonthe

cheekandVuyojustchuckle.

TDK:“youareanemotionalbullyyouknowthat.”

Lwandekasticksouthertongueatherandshejust

chuckles.Theygettothemallandgoinside.

TDK:“princesspleaseaccompanymetothebikini

shop.”ShewinksatherandLwandekalaughs.“You

canjoinusLondyifyouwant.”

Lwandeka:“babeseeyouinafew.”Sheperkshis

lipsandtrytowalkawaybutVuyoholdsherwaist.

Vuyo:“shewilljoinyouinaminute.”Londyand



ThandekaleaveandSomaleavewiththetwins.

VuyobringsLwandekaclosertohimand

passionatelykissesher.Shegigglesandpushhim.

Lwandeka:“youareinsane,whatarepeoplegoing

tosay?”shesayslookingaround.

Vuyo:“whocares?”

Lwandeka:“seeyouinabit.”Shewiggleherway

outofhisholdandrunsaway.

LWANDEKA

IcatchupwiththegirlsandTDKleadustoJust

Undies(ashopthatsellswomenunderwear.)the

undiesinsideare,Idon’tknow,toorevealingand

toosexy.Vuyowilldefinitelylovethisshop.

TDK:“ekismaloorhierdie(Ilovethese).”Shesays

holdingaredlacylingerie.

Me:“I’dloveblackornavy.Navyismyfavourite

colour.”



Her:“soisVuyo’s.julleouensis‘nvuurhoutjie

gemaakindiehemel(Youguysareamatchmade

inheaven).”OkaywedohavebasicAfrikaans

understandingfromHighSchoolbutIwillneverget

usedtosomeonespeakingit.Sotheydospeak

AfrikaanswithVuyoneh,interesting.

Londy:“Ithinkthiswouldlookgoodonyou.”She

sayshandingmeanavylacebustierlingerie

bodysuit.

TDK:“Iamsojealous.Youshouldputonashowfor

him.Maybetwerkalittle.”Welaugh.Shehandsme

anASOSBlackEyelashLaceLingerieSetinNavy.

“Takethisalso,pleasegiveusfeedbackonhowhe

reacted.Let’sgotowooliesforbikinis.”

Wepayforthelingerieandtheyalsobuy2eachfor

themselves.WethengotowooliesandIbuya

peachbikini,peachhatandpeachflipflops.TDK

buysallblackbikini,hatandflops.Londybuysall

purplebikini,hatandflops.IthenbuyLandesihleall

pinkbikini,hatandflopsandbeachshortsfoe

Lwando.WelatergotojointheothersatWimpyfor

breakfastsincewedidn’teat.Whenwegettherewe



sitdownandorder.Thewaitressbringsourdrinks

andthebitchisflirtingwithVuyo,goshnotthis

again.

Me:“ifyoudon’tstopflirtingwithmybaeweare

seriouslygoingtohaveaproblem.”Everyoneatthe

tablestareatmeandtheyalllaugh.“Honestlyifyou

don’tstopIwillmakesureyouloseyourjoband

nevergethiredinthiscountryever.”Thewaitress

walksawayquicklyandVuyojustlooksatmewith

asmirk.“Kantewhat’swiththesewaitressesvele?

I’mreallygettingfedup.FineVuyoishot,wedon’t

needadailyreminder.”AfterrealizingIsaidthatI

closemymouthwithmyhand.Vuyoremovesitand

perkmylips.IblushandIhearaclicksound.

Lwando:“PG!”wealllaugh.

TDK:“yerrherineermyomnieopuslegteboekete

gaannie(remindmenottogetonyourbadbooks).”

Shesaysandlaugh.Iraiseamiddlefingerather

andshelaughsevenmore.

Me:“watisdaarmetjouenAfrikaansvandag?

(what’supwithyouandAfrikaanstoday?)”



Her:“CapeTownfever”everybodylaughs.

Soma:“ehhbossladyIwishtotakeyoueverywhere

wedine.Phelathesewaitressesflirteverytime.”

Londy:“maybethismightslowthemdown.”She

saysshowingapictureshetookofVuyoperking

mylips.It’ssoperfect.

Vuyo:“wowpleasesendittome,Iwillpostit.”Ijust

rollmyeyes.

Thesamewaitressbringsourfoodandleaves.We

starteatingoveralightconversation.Myphone

beepsandIcheck,it’sanInstagramnotification.

Vuyohaspostedourpictureonhisfeedandhas

taggedme.Hiscaption:‘whenyoufinallyfindthe

one.IthankGodforfinallybringingmemymissing

rib.’Ncoohthisguyknowshowtoplaywithwords.I

kisshischeekandheblushes.

Me:“didyoujust…?”

Him:“eyyLwandekamindyourownbusiness.” I

justlaughathimsohardandthrowmyheadback.



“Canwegonow?”

Me:“butIhaven’tfinishedmyfood.”Isaywhile

lookingathimbattingmyinvisiblelonglashes.

Him:“yohyoucanbeababysometimesyouknow

that.”

Me:“butIamyourbaby.” Isayeatingfromhis

plate.

Him:“Thandekayourbrotherisbeingbullied

emotionallyandyouarejustgoingtositthereand

donothing?”

Her:“youdon’tinvolvemewhenshe’sdoingyou

good,whydoyouwannaincludemenow?”

Londy:“hhayinitherearekidsonboard.”Weall

laughandcontinueeating.Hethensignalsthe

waiterforthebill.Afterpayingthebillweheadto

thecarsanddrivetotheairport.Weboardourplane

andabout2hourslaterweland.

.

.



.

.

Keeponlikingandcommenting

[11/21,10:25] :CHAPTER26

**********************

Eachdayoffersareasontocelebrate.Finditand

experiencetruebliss.–AmyLeighMercree

*********************

2blackcarsarewaitingforus.Wegetinanddrive

outoftheairport.Wegettothecondotheyown,

alsonearthebeach.Goshtheexteriorisbeautiful

andtheviewoftheTableMountain andthe

beach isabonus.Whenwegetinsidetheinterior

isexquisite.TheStholessuredohaveataste.NowI

stillwonderhowricharethesepeople?Phelathis

kindofahouseweonlyseeitonTVoron

magazines.Anywaysweareshownourrooms,of

courseVuyomakesurethatwesharearoom,this

guysistryingtogetmepregnantI’mtellingyou



(luckilyI’mpreventingusingtheimplantsono

babies).OurroomismorebeautifulthanVuyo’s

roominSandton.IgetinfirstandasIamstill

amazedbythebeautyofithegetinandhugsme

frombehind.

Me:“munchiethisisbeautiful,Ihaveneverseena

roomasbeautifulasthis.”

Him:“it’soursmysweetrose.”Iturnaroundand

facehim.

Me:“exactlyhowrichareyou?”helaughs.

Him:“ifItellyouI’dhavetokillyou”welaugh“andI

canneverlivewithoutyousoIwillnottellyou.”He

alwayssaytherightthingyazsometimesIthinkhe

istoogoodtobetrue.Iwigglemyselfoutofhis

armsandgotositonthebed.

Me:“sowhoisgoingtopreparedinnerbecauseI’m

sotired?”hegoestositdownonthecouchinthe

roomfoldinghisarmsandhiscrossinghislegs

lookingallkindsofsexy.Itakemyphoneand

quicklysnapapic.Iwillalsopostitonmy



Instagram.

Him:“wearegoingout,wewillbediningatGrand

AfricaCafé&Beach”hesaysunfazed.

Me:“OMG!ThatbeautifulrestaurantatV&A

Waterfront?!Ididn’tbringanythingtowear,infactI

don’thaveanythinginmyclosetthatfitsthe

standardofGrandAfrica.”Ithrowmyheadback.

Him:“mylove.”Silence.“Mysweetrose.”Isitup

andlookathim.“Idon’treallycarewhatyouwear

aslongasIamgoingwithyou.Andifyouthinkyou

needadressthatyouwillwearwecangoandbuy

youadress,I’msurethereareboutiqueswhichare

stillopenrightnow.”Hecomestositnexttome.

Me:“no,Idon’twantyouthrowingyourmoneyat

me,IwillseewhatIwillwear.”Istandupandgoto

theclosettounpackourclothes.

Him:“Iamnotthrowingmymoneyatyou,I’mjust

comingupwithasolutiontoyourproblem.”

Me:“canyoupleasegetmesomethingtodrink?Is

therefoodinthisplace?”Itrytochangethesubject.



Him:“yesthehelpersbroughtgroceriesyesterday,I

willaskoneofthemtobringyoujuice.I’mgoingout

foranhour.Iwillbeback.”

Me:“youdon’thavetoreporteverything.”Isay

gettingoutoftheclosetwearingasarong,

underneathjustpantiesonly,nobra.Heswallows

hardandtrytocontrolhimself.“Onsecond

thoughtsIamgoingdownstairstogetmyselfa

drink.”Itakemyphoneandgodownstairsleaving

himstandinglikeastatue.Igettothekitchenand

findthetwinstalkingandlaughingwiththecook.

“HimynameisLwandeka.”Isayextendingmy

handforashake,weshakehands.

Her:“IamMinenhleandIalreadyknowwhoyou

are.”Shesayswithaverywarmsmile.Areall

helpersoftheStholesthisfriendly?Isitata

barstoolandpostVuyo’spictureonmyfeedwitha

caption:‘Imetanangelinpersonandheisperfect.’

Ialsotaggedhimandthenputmyphoneonthe

counter.Shehandsmejuice,it’slikeshereadmy

mind.

Me:“it’slikeyoureadmymind”Idowninon1go



andshechuckles.“Iamgoingtoneedsomething

strongerthanthis.”

TDK:“youandmebothsister.”Shesaystakingthe

seatnexttome.“OMG!”herjawsdropasshescans

myoutfit.

Londy:“doesthishousehavebar?”shesits

oppositeme.

Minenhle:“yes,downthehall,seconddooronyour

left.”

Me:“wewillbethereifanybodyneedsus.”Istand

upfollowedbyThandekaandLondyandwegoto

thein-housebar.ByJanuarywewillbeofficially

drunkardsifwecontinueinthismannerbutwho

cares.Londyisthebartenderthistimearound.We

makeourselvescomfortableonthebarstoolsand

sheservesthefirstroundofshots.

TDK:“whatareyouwearing?Youtryingtogivemy

brotheraheartattack?ThoughImustsayyour



bodyissosexymamasita,whydidn’tyoupursuea

careerinmodelling?”

Londy:“Isitthealcoholthatisstartingtokickin?”

wealllaugh.

TDK:“onaseriousnote,ifyouweremineIwould

neverletyououtofmysightwearingthat.Whatdid

hesay?”

Me:“hewasspeechless,literallyspeechless,no

wordsorwhatsoever.”

TDK:“dudejyisletterliknaak.(Dudeyou’reliterally

naked).”

Me:“hesaidweareallhavingdinneratGrand

AfricaandIdon’thaveanythingtowear.”

TDK:“relaxIwillgiveyouoneofmydresses,my

brotherlovesthatrestaurantsoIknewwewere

gonnadinethere.”

Londy:“IamsogoingtopostaboutitonInstagram.

Thatplaceiftheeplacetobe.”

Wecontinuedrinkingandthenaround6pmwestop



andgotofreshenup,TDKgivesme‘thedress’and

itisstunning.Igetreadyforthedinnerandgo

downstairs,everyoneisreadyIguesstheyare

waitingforme.VuyotakesalotofpictureswhileI

walkdownthestairs.Hecomesandtakesmyhand

whileLondycontinuestakingpicturesofusboth.

WhenwearedoneVuyopoststhemimmediately.

Londyisgoingtoturnhimintoanaddict.Heposts

1withmealoneand2ofustogether.

WedrivetotheGrandAfricaandImustsaythis

placeismorebeautifulinperson,turnsoutVuyo

alreadybookedatableforusonlinesowegotoour

tableandsitdown.DidItellyouthedresshadaslit

openingontheleftside?Somywholeleftthighis

exposed.Itisabrownbodyhuggingsilkdresswith

aslit,Imatcheditwithredheelsandaredhandbag.

Itisatorturetomybaeyaz.

TheygiveusmenusandforstartersthetripleL

orderedcalamariwhichisservedwithaioli.The



adults(includingme)ordersugarbean,lentiland

lambsoupservedwithhomemadebread.Whenthe

starterscomeweeatoverlightconversation.For

themaincourseVuyoandIorderBouillabaisse

whichiscalamari,mussels,prawnsandlinefish

withredpepperrouilleandgarlicfocaccia.The

twinsorderthegrandburger.TDKorderChalmar

FilletBéarnaiseandLondyordergrilledporkcutlet

servedwithrootvegetables,parsnipmash,redwine

sauceandsage.Ofcourseshehastotakemany

picturesofthefoodanduswithmyphone,she

postsonherInstagramaccountandalsoonmy

account,shetakesavideoandmentionsusall(God

thiskid)andthenwefinallyeatinpeace.

Afterthatme,TDKandLondyoptforthebeverages,

weorderGrandHousePunch1.5lt(Tanqueray

Gin) .Theothersorderdessertandjuice.After

dinnerweallgobacktothebeachhouse,ofcourse

theladies(us)aretipsy.Weundressandgetinside

thepoolinthebackyardwhichisfacingthebeach,

weareonlywearingourbrasandpanties.TDKask



thehelperstobringusthebeveragesandwe

continuewhereweleftoffbeforewewenttoGrand

Africa.

Londy:“youaresonotgettingsometonight”we

laugh.

Me:“I’malsosonotinthemood.Imeanbae

satisfiesmeinbed,likehe’sa10outof10butI’m

sotiredtoday.Ijustwannadrinkandsleepqha.”

TDK:“Ifeelyou,butIseriouslyneedsomedick

tonight.”Welaughagain.

Me:“whereexactlyareyougoingtogetitboss

lady?”

TDK:“it’sDecember,it’sFridaynightandmenare

alwayshorny.MaybeImmaaskoneofthehelpers

to‘helpme’afterallthatiswhattheyarepaidto

do.”Sheistheworstwhenshe’sdrunk,makesme

wonderwhatkindofagangsterisshewhensheis

thisfreespirited.



LUVUYO

WellIamjustchillingwithSomaanddrinking

whiskey.Danvershasretiredfortheday.Heisnota

socialpersonreally.Ihavetriedtomakehimto

openuptomelikeSomabutIhavefaileddismally.

Hehas‘boundaries’.IjusttoldmyselfthatIwilllet

theladieshavefunandnotreprimandthem

becausethatisthemainideaofavacation,tohave

fun.

Soma:“theladiesarehavingfunandweshouldjoin

them.”

Me:“tellmeagainwhydidn’tyoubringyourwoman

becauseItoldyouIamcoolwiththat?”

Him:“ahhthatoneislikeahangoverheadache,I

don’tneedhertoruinmytrip.IneedsomeCape

pussytoblowoffsomesteam.Thedragonhasn’t

beengivingmesome.”Ilaughsohardbecauseher

fiancé‘thedragon’alwaysdeprivehimofthepussy

whenhehasbeendrinkingbutitisDecembersoI

reallycan’tblametheguyforwantingtohavesome



funbakwethu.

Me:“luckilyyouhaven’tpaidilobolasoyoucanun-

engagehernomainini”hetoolaughsreallyhard.

Him:“un-engagebra?Isthatevenarealword?”

Me:“Idon’tunderstandbra,whydidyoupropose

becauseitseemslikeyoucan’tstandher?”

Him:“Iamheretohavefun,pleasedon’tdepress

me.”Hestandsupwithhiswhiskeyglassandhe

takesthebottletoo“let’sgojointheladiesoutside”

hewalksoutandIfollowhim.

Wefindtheladiesinthepoolmakingsomuchnoise

you’dswearthereare20people.Anywayswesiton

thechairsnearthepoolandSomaplacesthebottle

onthetablebetweenus.Theladiesnoticeus.

Lwah:“munchiecomeinside”bythetoneinher

voiceIcantellthatsheisprettywasted.

Me:“Ipreferwatchingsweetrose.”Shegetsoutof

thepoolanddamnseeingherbodydrippingwetlike



thatmakesmehard.It’slikeshejustwashedoffthe

beachlikethosesexymammiesfromExonthe

Beachshow.Shecomestomeandsitsonmylap

withhersexylegsoneithersides.

Her:“youlooksohandsomerightnow,sosexyand

soyummyIcaneatyouup”goshwhatisthis

womandoingtome,plussheiswhisperinginmy

ear.Shebitesmyeargentlewhilebreathingdown

myneck.ItwaslikeIwasstrokedbylightning.Oh

helpmeGod.

Me:“sweetroseyouarewakingupasleeping

beast”

Her:“youdoknowthatIcantameitright?”shesays

lookingstraighttomyeyeswithasmirk.Adrunk

LwandekaisaverynaughtyLwandeka.IjusthopeI

cankeepupwithhersexdrivebecauseshecango

ontillthesunrises.Shebecomesasexgoddess

whensheisintoxicated.

Me:“whathaveyoudonetomyinnocentprincess?”

Her:“it’spastherbedtimerightnowsosheis

sleeping.ThenaughtyLwahisouttoplay.”



Me:“IthinkIlikethisLwahevenmuchbetter.”

Londeka’sphoneringsandshegoesinside

answeringit.

Her:“howabouttakingthistoourroom?”shesays

gettingupfrommylapandrunninginside,mindyou

sheisdrunksosheisstaggering. ♀ “Catchme

ifyoucanhoney.”

Me:“misscastersemenyawahluphayaz”Isay

gettingupandfollowingher.Iwonderwhereshe

getsthestrengthtorunwhenshe’sthiswasted.

Sheneverseizestoamazeme.

THANDEKA

Rihanna-Skin

WellIamleftoutsidewithSoma.Theguyhasbeen

withmybrothersinceIcametolivewithhiminJozi.

IknowhehasacrazyfiancébutrightnowIamnot

thinkingwithmybrainbutIamthinkingwiththe

thingbetweenmylegs.Igetoutfromthepooland

gotositonhislapandtakehisdrinkwhilelooking



straighttohiseyes.

Me:“isjyokSoma?(AreyouokaySoma?)”

Him:“ekgaangoedbosslady(Iamokayboss

lady)”

Istraddlehimandputmyhandsbehindhisneck

andpullhimtokisshimheresponds,andImust

sayhislipsaresosoftandthetasteofwhiskeyin

histongueisdrivingmecrazyrightnow.Heputs

hishandsonmywaistandbringsmeclosertohim.

Wedeepenthekissandafterawhilewebreakit

gaspingforair.Helooksdeepintomyeyeslikehe

issearchingformysoulandstartskissing,sucking

andbitingmyneckanddamnthatsendstinglesall

overmybody.

Hestopskissingtheneckandcomesbacktothe

mouth.Iunbuttonhisshirtandheassistsmeby



takingitoff.Iunbucklehisbeltandunziphispants,

helowershisboxersandhisdickpopsoutlikean

animalcomingoutfromacage.Istopkissinghim

andsuckshisneck,heundoesmybraandtossesit

away.HesqueezesmybreastandImoan.Ikisshis

absgoingdowntohislowerabdominalarea.Iget

tohisdickandgrabitwhilelookingstraightinhis

eyes.Isuckitlikemylifedependsonitwhile

playingwithhisballs,hegroansmotivatingmeIgo

evenfasteruntilIfeelhisbodytenseupandhe

explodesonmymouth.Iswallowhiscumandwipe

mymouth.Istandupwithasmirkonmyfaceand

takemybrafromthefloor.

Me:“Iwillbewaitingforyouinmyroom.”

Igetinsidethehousewithhimrightbehindme.We

entermyroomandheshutsthedoorandpinsme

initwhilekissingmehungrily. Withinamatterof

secondswearebothstarknakedandheis

penetratingmycookiewithhismiddlefingeralso



kissingandsuckingmyneck,Imoanoutloud.Ifeel

mybodytensingupandIknowIamclosetothe

edge,withinamatterofsecondsIexplodeonhis

fingerandhetakesitoutandsucksonitand

comesbacktomymouthandkissesme.

Hedirectshiscockinsidemycookieandslidesin.I

moanloudwhilehegroansdeeply.Hestarts

movinginslowlyandourmoansfilltheroom.He

upshispacefuckingmegoodwhilemybackis

againstthedoorandIcan’thelpbutscreamouthis

name.Damntheniggacanmovehiswaistshame

jealousdown.

Pityheain’tonthemarket.Herubsmyclitwithhis

thumbwhilepoundinghardandthatjustmakesme

losemymind.Ifindmyselfcallingouthisnameand

healsoscreamsmyname.Mybodytensesup

whilehisalsotensesupandwebothcumatthe

sametime,heslamsintomeandwekeepquiet

whilecatchingourbreath.Aftersometimehe



placesmeonthebed,hepickshisshirtfromthe

floorandcleansusbothup.Suchagentleman.He

laysnexttome.

Him:“howaboutround2?”heaskswhilesmirking.

Godthisguyhasanappetiteforsex,alreadyhis

dickishardyou’darguethatwejusthadaround

minutesago.

Me:“chilltiger,laatmyasemhaal(letmecatchmy

breath).”Hechuckles.

SIZWEMNGUNI

ThenameisSizweMlamuliMnguni.Clearlymy

parentsdidn’tforeseemyfuturebecausemymiddle

nameisfarfrombeingrelatedtomylife.Ishould

havebeennamedMpiyakheorBhekimpi

becauseIamalwayslookingforwarortrouble

wherethereisn’tany.Iam27yearsoldandI

permanentlyliveatDurban,Asherville.Ialsohavea



houseinJohannesburgandinCapeTown.Ihave

businessestherealsoIdon’tlikesleepinginhotels

sothat’swhyIboughtthesehouses.

IlivewithmybabymamaNthabi,wellsheisnota

babymamanowbecauseourchildwaskilledby

herpsychoticexbecauseshedumpedhim,canyou

believeit?Somepeoplearecrazy.AnywaysIgot

myrevengeonhim,let’sjustsaywhereverheishe

knowsnottomesswithmyfamily.Idon’treally

loveherbutIcareforherwhichistheonlyreason

whysheisstillaround,theworstpastissheisa

badperformerinbed.

Sheonlyprefersthemissionarystyle(friedchicken

batase)andshenevergoesdownonme.Whata

lazybitch.WhenItryinitiatingwildsexshesaysI

amtreatingherlikeaslut.Amancanonlydream.

Myfamilyfrommymother’ssideandIdon’tsee

eyetoeyeexceptforMaNokukhanyaandher

children.Ifeelliketheyaremyrealfamily,whenI



amwiththemIfeellikeIbelongsothat’swhyIonly

associatemyselfwiththem.mymotherandfather

arecontrolfreakssotheydidn’tlikethatIdothings

asIlikeortoonlypleasemyselfsotheyjustshut

meoutandIalsoshutthemout.

IamagangleadertoagangcalledtheLions.We

rulealloverMzansiandournumberonerivalry

gangaretheHuntersbuttheleadersthatcame

beforeusmadeapeacetreatytomakesurethatwe

don’tsteponeachother’stoes.Ikeepmyidentitya

secretbecauseIdon’tlikepeopleallupinmy

business.Wedohijackings,bankrobberies,money

laundering,ATMbombingsandgunsmuggling.We

don’tdealwithdrugsorhumantrafficking.Previous

leadersofthegangoncedidpoachinganditended

badlyforthemsotheyvowednevertodoitagain.

AnywaysIamsittinginoneofmywarehousesin

SebokengdrinkingmywhiskeywhenSquash

budgesinpanting.



Me:“manwhat’sup?Whoischasingyou?”hesits

downandbreathesinanoutuntilhecalmsdown.

Him:“thegirlyoushotlastnightisamemberofthe

Huntersboss,it’sbad.”Hesaysbrushinghishead

roughly.

Me:“fuck!Doesthatmeanthepeacetreatyisgoing

toberevoked?”Isaylookingathim.

Him:“yeah,theboyshadaruninwithScarandhe

saidtheywillfindyouridentityandwhenthat

happensallhellwillbreakloose.”

Me:“letthemtryandseewherethatwilllandthem.”

Him:“theyknowthelocationofourwarehouse,the

oneinRosebankso…”

Me:“thatisourterritorysotheywouldbefoolsto

attackusinourhome.”

Him:“butyouknowScarisapsychosohewon’tlet

thisslideandIheardthegirl’sunderbossisbaying

foryourblood.Theysaysheisarealbadassand

likeyouheridentityisunknown.Sheisknownas

‘THELIONESS’.”



Me:“shitthat’soneofthebaddestchicksinthe

game.Butwhyshebeworkingfortheenemywhen

hernamepointshertoourgang?”Squashlaughs.

“Anywaysit’stimewefindoutwhothislionessis

onceandforall.SoSquashfindoutwhosheis,

whereshelives,andherfamilymembers.Anything

thereistoknowabouther.”

Him:“ifshe’shotpleaseletmefuckherbeforewe

endher.”Welaugh

Me:“fuckyou.”

Ireallyshouldn’thavekilledthatgirlbutIfelt

threatenedinmyterritoryandasaleaderIhadto

protectmypeople.Mymissionistouncoverthe

underboss’sidentityanderaseherbeforeshe

comesforme.

[11/21,10:26] :CHAPTER27

Iwakeupwithathrobbingheadache.Goshwhydid

Idrinksomuchlastnight?Aglassofwinewould

havebeenenoughbutnoWawayoujusthadto



drinkvodka.ButIlovespiritsbafethu,laphauphuza

uyiboneIdirectionukuthngiyaekudakwenila

ngibhekekhona,Ifeellikemyheadissplittinginto

two.Thesunthatispenetratingthroughthe

curtainsalsoisnotmakingthingsbetter.Iturnto

Vuyo’ssideofthebedandheisnotthere.Idon’t

remembermuchofwhathappenedlastnight.Ijust

hopeIdidn’tembarrassmyself.IsitupasVuyois

gettinginwithatraywhichIassumeismy

breakfast.Heplacesitonthedresserandsitsnext

tome.

Him:“morningmylove.”Ijusttrystandingupand

headtothebathroomtobrushmyteethandwash

myface.Iheadbacktothebedroomandsitnextto

him.

Me:“Iamsorry”

Him:“virwat?(Forwhat?”

Me:“embarrassingyoulastnight.”Helooksatme

withthatlookthatpenetratesyoursoul.

Him:“youdon’trememberwhathappenedlastnight



soyouareapologizingjustincaseyou

embarrassedme?”howdidhefigurethatout?

You’dswearIamdatingalawyer.Ijustnod.

Him:“onthecontrarylastnightwasoneofthebest

nightsofmylife.Babeyouwereonfire.Literally.

Youwentfrombeingmyinnocentprincesstobeing

asexgoddess.Thewayyougaveittomeyesterday,

Iamsofull.Youfedmethewholeweek’sfood.Jy

hetmysofuckeddatmypielslapwas.(Youfucked

metosuchapointthatmydickwasflaccid.)”I

giggle.PityIcan’tremember.

Me:“IamgladIsatisfiedmyking.”

Him:“neverapologizeforsomethingyoudon’t

remember.Noweatsothatyoucancurethat

hangoverofyours.”

Itakemyfoodthensitonthetableintheroomthen

eat.Inthemeantimeheismakingthebed.Perfect

husbandmaterial.WhenIamdoneIdrinkmy

hangovercureandIswearIwould’vepukedifI

startedwithit.Hetakesthedishestothekitchen,



comesbackandwetakeaninnocentshower.My

baeneedssometimetorecharge.Wegetout,dry

andlotionourbodies.Itiemybraidsintoaneatbun.

Ioptforashortelasticdenimskirt(didImention

thatIloveshortthings?Theyaremylife),olive

greenKendallwrapupcroptopandolivegreen

sandals.Mynecklace,theoneVuyoboughtforme,I

nevertakeitoff,andit’sagoodthinkitmatches

witheveryoutfit.Itakeoutmysunglassesandput

theminmyblackslingbag,Ialsohaveathingfor

slingbags.Vuyodecidestocopymyoutfit;sohe’s

wearingaskinnyjean,anolivegreenpolot-shirt

andaGuccileatherthongsandal.Wetakeafew

mirrorselfiesandImustsaywelookgood.

Me:“sowhereareyoutakingMrs.Sitholetoday?’

Him:“mmmMrs.Sithole,Ilikethesoundofthatbut

youhavetochoose.”

Me:“butIdon’tknowCT.Iwantyoutoshowmeit.”

Him:“stopusingthatsmallsulkingvoiceofyours.”

Igiggleandwrapmyarmsaroundhiswaist.“You



looksocutern.”Iblushlikea5yearold.“Wecango

attheVictoriaandAlfredWaterfrontforboatriding

andalsoheadforWhalewatchingatHermanus.”

Me:“thatwouldbeawesome.Whatarewewaiting

for?”

Him:“wearewaitingforMissMngunitogivemea

kiss.”IgigglethenstandonmytoesandFrench

kisshim.HishandsgrabsmyasssqueezingitandI

moveminetothebackofhisneck.Wedeepenthe

kissandIcanfellJobeJr.gettingexcitedsoIpull

back.“Let’sgobeforeIstripyounakedandfuck

youmercilessly.”ThoughtyouwerefullMr.Itake

myhandbagandrundownstairsleavinghim

laughing.

Iheadtothedininghallandfindeveryoneseated

havingbreakfast.IgreetthemandjointhembutI

onlytakeanapplefromthefruitbowlandeatit.

Lwando:“sowhatarewedoingtoday?”



Me:“Idon’tknowaboutyouguysbutmeandmy

baearegoingwhalewatching.”Hecomesandsits

nexttome.

Lande:“Imustalsofindabaetotakemedolphin

watchinginDurban.”

Me:“girldon’ttestme.”Everyonelaughs.

Vuyo:“pleasedon’tgiveyoursisteraheartattack.”

Lande:“canwegototheDistrictSixMuseum?Or

goTableMountain?”

TDK:“wewillgotobothplaces,wehaveallday.”

Me:“Iamnotdrinkingtoday.”

Londy:“budalakunawe.(Alcoholisolderthanyou)”

Everyonelaughs.

TDK:“whatexactlyledyouguystodrinkingthat

much?Ihaveanexcuse.Iamnursingmybroken

heartandmourningmyfriend.Whatisyours?”

Me:“wedefinitelyhavedifferentmeaningsof

mourning.Anywayswhenisherfuneral?”

TDK:“onWednesday.Herfamilywasn’tveryfondof



hersotheyjustwannagetitdoneandoverwithas

soonaspossible.”

Me:“wowokay.CanIhavethenightshiftsothatI

canattendthefuneral?”

TDK:“sure.”Herphoneringsandsheexcuses

herself.Vuyofinisheseatingandweheadtoour

adventure.

THANDEKA

Rihanna–Desperado

T-bone:“bosstheDarkEaglehasputabountyon

yourhead.”Ilaugh,thisguyispredictable.

Me:“howcanyouputabountyonaghost?Heis

morestupidthanIthought.Lookwehavemore

pressingissuestoattendthanchaseafterMr.Eagle.

PleasenotifytheDurbangangandtheCapeTown

gangaboutthepassingofKhweziandtellthemthat

herfuneralisonWednesday.AlsogetFortunateto

helpyouwiththefuneralarrangementsbecauseI

amprettysureherfamilywillburyherwithaR500



coffin.YoucanalsoaskNolby,tellherIamtheone

whosendyoutoher.Sheisverygoodatplanning.”

T-bone:“okaybossIwilldoasyousay.”

Me:“Iwilltrycomingbacktomorroweveningso

thatIcanalsoassistyou.”

T-bone:“okayboss,letmebounce.Seeyousoon.”

Hehangsup.

Khwezi’sdeathisreallytakingatallonme.It’strue

whattheysaythatyouneverknowhowimportanta

personisuntilyoulosethem.IthoughtImight

numbthepainbydrinkingandfuckingbutthepain

isstillthere.AllIamcravingrightnowisblood.IfI

wasinJHBI’dpaintthetownred.ButCapeTownis

alsoourterritorysoI’lljustwipeoutafewenemies.

Maybethatwillquenchmythirst.Ichangeintomy

redslimsuit,redlacybodysuitandredPRADA

heels.Itopoffmyoutfitwithmybobwigandred

hat.Itakeoutmysniperrifle,ammunition,pack

theminmysportsbagandheaddownstairs.Ifind

SomaandDanverssittinginthebarstoolsdrinking



juice.

Me:“Soma.”HelooksupandImustsayhis

reactionshowsthatheisspeechless.Ilikeit.

“PleasedrivemetoStellenboschasinnowand

DanverspleasetakethekidstoDistrictSixMuseum

andTableMountain.TellthemIwilljointhemlater,

Ihavecommitmentsrn.”

Danvers:“yesboss.”Hestandsupandheadto

wherethekidsare.

Soma:“afteryoumylady.”Iheadouttothegarage,

putmybagonmySilverGrayAMGandgivethe

keystoSoma.Wehopinanddriveout.Itypeinour

destinationonthenavigator.Ithentakeoutmy

phoneandcallthegangleaderofourCapeTown

gangwhoalsohappenstobeagoodfriendofmine.

Sheanswersonthe4thring.

Cleopatra:“bitchwaaromhetjynievirmygesedat

jyindieKaapisnie?(Whydidn’tyoutellmethat

you’reintheCape?)”

Me:“kalmeerjoutiete.Isdithoejygroet?(Calm



yourtits.Isthathowyougreetafriend?)”

Her:“watookal(whateverbitch).So,watwiljyhe?

(Sowhatdoyouwant?)”

Me:“eksalinongeveer‘nuurinjouhuiswees(Iwill

beinyourhouseinaboutanhouror2).Maakseker

datjydaarisandcoderedison.(Makesureyou’re

there).”

Her:“damn.Wieneemonsaan?(Whoarewetaking

on)?”

Me:“DieRangershethulvervaldatumbereik.(The

Rangershavereachedtheirexpirydate.)”The

RangersisasmallgangunderTheLions.Theydo

themostgroundwork.SoIamactuallyhittingDark

Eagleontheballs.

Her:“hoekommoetjymystadonderstebomaaken

mylaatskoonmaak?(Whydoyouhavetoturnmy

cityupsidedownandleavemetocleanup?)”

Me:“voordeledaarvanombaastewees.(Perksof

beingaboss.)”Shechuckles.“Ihaveabonetopick

withyousowilltalkwhenIarrive.”Ihangup.



Soma:“howareyouholdingup?”

Me:“takingonedayatatime.Iamusedtoseeing

hereveryday.ItwillbedifficulttomoveonbutIwill

doitforherbecauseshewouldn’thavewantedme

toholdon.”

Him:“ifyouwantsomeonetotalktooradickto

takeoutyoursexualfrustrationsthenIamyour

man.”Ilaugh.

Me:“didyoujustvolunteertobemysexslave?”he

laughs.

Him:“anythingthatyoudesire.”Icontinuelaughing.

Me:“wasIthatgood?”

Him:“amazing,outofthisworld.Girlyouleftme

breathless.Yousatisfiedallmysexualfantasies.

Thatblowjobyougavemebythepool,10/10boss.”

Me:“dudeyou’relying.You’retheonewholeftme

breathless.It’slikeyoudrankRedbull.”Helaughs.

Wecontinuechattingandteasingeachothertillwe

reachourdestination.Cleoopensthegateforus

andwedrivein.



Me:“pleasepickmeinexactlyabout3hoursand

whenmybotheraskstellhimIwenttovisitafriend.

Iwillleavemyphonehere.”Iswitchitoffandplace

itnicely.“Seeyousoon.”Igetoutandopentheboot,

takemybagandheadinsidethehouse.

Cleo:“THEDEVILWEARSPRADA!”IlaughasIsee

herdescendthestairs.

Me:“somepeopledon’twantmetorulehellinpiece

soIhavetomakeastatementwhenIappear.”We

bothlaugh.Sheisalsowearingaredslimsuitand

redstilettos.Shitisabouttohitthefan.

Cleo:“komonsgaanmystudeer.(Let’sgotomy

study.)”

LWANDEKA

WearebackfromouradventureandImustsaywe

hadalotoffun.Wetookalotofpicturesandvideos.

Weenterthehouseandthekidsarebusytalking

abouthowamazingtheirdaywas.Londyasksto

speaktomeandIleadhertothebalcony.Wesit

downandshekeepsplayingwithherhands.



Me:“dudeyou’rescaringme.Pleasetalk.”

Her:“Ihatemydegree.NotparticularlyhatebutI

don’tlikeit.Idon’tfeelpassionateaboutit.”

Me:“sowhatdoyouwannastudy?”Herfacelights

uplikesomeonejustpromisedherajob.

Her:“EventsPlanningandManagement.Iknow

momwillprobablykickdownthisideabutteaching

isnotformesisi.Pleasehelpme.”Yohwhatisthis

kidaskingfromme?Ibreatheoutloudly.

Me:“sowheredoyouwanttostudythis

qualification?”

Her:“atDamelinhereinJHB.It’sa1yearEvent

ManagementCertificate.AfterthisoneyearIwill

openmyowneventsplanningcompanybutof

courseIwillstartbygettingthosegigshereand

there.IcanalsoplaneventsatAlloy,likebigevents

thatbringsinalotofmoney.WhenIamreadyto

openmyowncompanyIwillaskforcapitalfrom

Thandeka.Wellitwillbealoan.Iwillpayherback.”

Shehasreallythoughtthisthrough.

Me:“whatifmomisn’tonboardaboutallofthis?”



Her:“youwillpersuadehersisi.Youaremyonly

hope.”Ineedtothink.

Me:“Ineedtothinkaboutthis.Givemesomespace

tobreatheanddigestallofthis.”Shestandsupand

headbacktotheothers.

MomwasreallyupsetwhenIchosetostudy

agriculture.Shewentonandonaboutthescarcity

ofjobsintheindustrybutIputmyfootdown.Imay

bekindandrespectfulbutIcanbeverystubborn

likemydad.OnceIhaveputmymindinto

somethingyoucanneverchangemymind.Iguess

that’swhyLondycametome.SheknowsIcan

standuptomom.Momdidn’tevenwantmeto

comelookforajobinJHBbutmebeingmeIput

myfootdownagain.Mydreamofowningafarm

maybefarfetchedbutIamstillgoingtoownafarm

evenifit’sthelastthingIdoonthisearth.Thah

comesandsitswhereLondywassitting.Sheis

drinkingredwine,okaythat’sodd.

Her:“sentvirugedagtes(pennyforyourthoughts).”

StillwiththeCapeTownfeverneh.



Me:“beingadeputyparentcomeswith

responsibilities.”

Her:“aproblemhalfsharedisaproblemhalf

solved.”

Me:“Londywantstostudyeventsplanningand

managementatDamelinnextyear.”

Her:“that’scool.Thatmeanssheisgoingtostay

withus.Yougonnahaveasiblingwithyou.Wait,

whyaren’tyouhappy?”

Me:“theproblemismom.”

Her:“whatdidshedo?”

Me:“shecanbeatoughcookie,Idoubtshewillgo

easyonLondy.Butlet’sjustforgetaboutitfornow.

Let’sjustenjoyourholiday.”

Wecontinuechattingaboutrandomthings.Atnight

wehittheclubandwepartyallnightbutIlimit

myselfontheliquor.

[11/21,10:26] :CHAPTER28



It’sSundaymorningandweallwannahitthebeach.

Weshower,eatbreakfastandweleavethehouse,

headingtothebeach.Weareallwearingourbeach

wear.Bywe,Iamreferringtomyself,Vuyo,TDK,the

tripleLand2guards.Theyallwalkaheadandleave

meandTDKbehind.

TDK:“Ihavebeencravingthebeachwatersfora

whilenow.”

Me:“livinginlandcanhaveitsdisadvantages.”

TDK:“youcansaythatagaingirl.ButthethingisI

amalwayssobusyIhardlyfindtimetochillorgo

onvacations.LikenowIhavetocutmyvacation

shortandheadback.Thabisoneedsmyhelpwith

thefuneralpreparations.”

Me:“andthefamily?”

TDK:“theyactuallydon’tcareabouther.Eversince

shejoinedourgangtheydisownedher.Iwillhave

toforcethemtohavethebodypassherhome

maybeonthedayofthefuneralbeforeweheadto

church.”

Me:“butisn’tshesupposedtosleepatherhome



thenightbeforetheburial?”

TDK:“wearecompromisingbecauseofherhard-

headedfamily.”

Me:“yohokay.Sowhenareyouleaving?”

TDK:“thisafternoon.Fornowlet’senjoythebeach

waters.”

Wellyoudon’thavetotellmetwice.Wecaughtup

withtheothersandhadablastdayatthebeach.In

theafternoonweheadedbacktothehousetohave

latelunch.TDKpackedherbagsandleft.Vuyoand

Iwenttoshower,aninnocentshower,thenhewent

downstairstochillwithSomaandDanvers.Ilayon

mybedjustthinkingandIsuddenlyhadthiscrazy

idea.

Mymom’sbirthdayisonChristmasDay.Wehave

neverreallycelebratedherbirthday.Wealwaysgo

tochurchthenreturnhometohaveaChristmas

lunchandgiveherpresents.SothistimeIam

thinkingofthrowingherahugepartyandmaybemy

sistercanshowcasehereventsplanningskills.But

firstthingsfirstIneedasponsorandwhobetter



fundmethanmyfavoritebrotherinthewholeworld.

Ifacetimehimandheanswersafterawhile.

Sizwe:“dade.”

Me:“Qwabeomkhulu”hechucklesandshakeshis

head.

Him:“whatdoyouwantWawaanddon’tsay‘can’tI

callmyfavouritebrotherjusttocheckuponhim?’I

knowyousogoaheadandlietoyourbrother.”I

laugh,heisright.IalwayssaythatwhenIamabout

toexploithim.

Me:“okayyougotme.Iwantustothrowmoma

party.Thebiggestpartyshehaseverseen.Wewill

invitetheMnguniclanandmaybe,abigmaybe,the

Ndlovuclan.Someofmom’sclosestchurchmates,

neighborsandcolleagues.Iwantittobeasurprise

party.”

Him:“butsisidon’tyouthinkit’sshortnotice?

Wherewillwefindaneventsplanneratthistimeof

theyearwhowillmakesureeverythingisperfecton

thatday?”

Me:“wellyourothersisterhasastrongpassionon



thatfieldsoItrusther.”Hefrowns.

Him:“Lolo?”

Me:“yeah.Sowhencanwemeetanddiscussthis?”

Him:“whenareyoucomingback?”

Me:“tomorrowevening.”

Him:“okay.Whydon’tyou4comeandsleepover

tomorrowatmyplaceandwecantalkaboutthis?”

Me:“soundslikeaplan.Soseeyoutomorrow.”

Him:“sharpsis.”Hehangsup.Okaythatwentwell.

Iwearmysleepersandheaddownstairsinsearch

ofLondy.IfindherintheTVroomwatchingSay

YestotheDressonTLC.

Me:“don’ttellmeyougettingmarriedsoon?”Isit

nexttoher.Shechuckles.

Her:“ha-haveryfunny.Wewaitingonyoufirstthen

wewillfollowbutnotinthisdecade.Istillwanna

enjoylifesisi.”

Me:“Ihearyou.SoaboutDamelin,”shequickly

givesmeherundividedattention.“Youmightnot



havetotellmomaboutitbutyoumighthaveto

showher.”Shelooksatmeblankly.

Her:“Iamlost.”

Me:“IwantustothrowherasurprisepartysoIwill

leaveyoutoalltheplanning.Ifyouprovethatyou

arethatgoodthenshewillhavenochoicebutto

allowyou.Andyoualsoyouhavetoshowusthat

youcanworkunderpressureandstillexcelatthat

state.Youhavetobringyou’reAgamesisi.Your

futuredependsonthisparty.”

Her:“IpromiseIwon’tdisappointyou.”

Me:“sowearemeetingSizwetomorrowtodiscuss

thefinancesandallotherthings.Hewillgiveyou

moneysothatyoucanstartwiththeplanning.”She

hugsmetightly,morelikesqueeze.

Her:“thanksforthisopportunitysisi.Ipromiseyou

won’tregretit.IwillgotoKZNonthe23rdtomake

sureeverythingisinorder.ButwherewillIstayso

thatIdon’truinthesurprise?”

Me:“youwillgotoSizwe’shouse.”



Her:“soundslikeaplan.”Wecontinuechatting

aboutanythingandeverything.

THANDEKA

Okayletmefillyouinalittleonwhathappenedto

TheRangersyesterday.CleoandIbombedalltheir

warehousesandtracedthemtotheirboss’splace.

Theywerehavingsomekindofabraai.Wegotin

undetectedandkilledanythingthatwasmoving.I

assumetheDarkEaglehasn’theard.Itwillteach

himnottoputabountyonaghost.Istrikelike

lightninganddisappearlikethunder.Iamthatfast.

IlandatORTamboandheadstraighttoKhwezi’s

apartment.IfindT-bone,FortunateandNolbyup

anddownmakingphonecalls.Iputmyhandbagon

thecouchattheloungeandgotothekitchento

takebottledwaterfromthefridge.Isitonthe

barstoolandlatertheyjoinme.Fortunatedishesup

food,Iassumeshecooked.Shegivesusthefood.

Me:“notbad.Sowhathaveyoudonesofar?”

T-bone:“Italkedtoherdad.Hefinallyallowedusto



hostthefuneralatherhomeafteralotof

persuasion.Ialsobought2cowsandagoat.The

goatistoappeasetotheancestorssothattheywill

accepthersinceshewasdisowned.Theywillbe

deliveredonTuesday.”

Fortunate:“Imanagedtofindacasketanda

tombstoneandallthethingsneededatthe

gravesitefromthistopnotchfuneralparlor.They

arereallybeautiful.Everythingwillbedoneon

Tuesday.Ihired2tents,onewherepeoplewillhave

thenightvigilatandanotherwherethecatering

companywillcookat.Ialsogotacoldroomand

twotoilets.”

Nolby:“Ihiredachurchinherneighborhood.Ialso

organizedsomegospelartiststoperforminthe

service.IhavehiredLindaEventsforthecatering

anddécor.Theyusuallydon’tdofuneralsbutIcan

beverypersuasivesotheyagreed.Igavethemthe

menuandadepositsothattheycanbuythefood.I

don’tknowthenumberofpeopletobeexpectedso

Istillhavetogivethecateringthenumber.”

Me:“wowguysthankyousomuch.Thereisvery



littletodo.T-boneIwillneedyoutoorganizebooze

fortheaftertears.Fortunatesortoutthegravesite

problem.Nolbytellthecateringcompanytoprepare

forabout350people.Khweziwasagreatperson.

Shewaswellknowninhertownship.Alsoshewas

onceaprostitutesoIamprettysureherthen

colleagueswillattend.Alsoherextendedfamily

lovedherandkeptincontactwithhersoIampretty

suretheywillcomeinnumbers.Iwillorganize

securityandIwillgoandcheckifeverythingis

goodinherhood.Okayguyswewillmeetagain

tomorroweveningandonceagainthankyouso

much.”

Wesaidourgoodbyesandlefttogotoourhomes.

WowKhwezi’sdad’schangeofheartis

unbelievablebutdeathhasthateffectonpeople.

WhichmakesmethinkofmyextendedfamilybutI

willjusthavetoputthereunioninmyNewYear’s

Resolutionslist.

SIZWE



Iamhavingbreakfastinmycrib.It’saholidaybutI

reallydon’tfeellikegoingout.Mymoodisdull.

Squashbargesinlikehe’sbeingchasedbyaghost.

Iwonderwhathashappened.

Me:“yourmothernevertaughtyouhowtoknock?”

Him:“forgetaboutknocking.TheLioness

annihilatedTheRangersboss.”Ijumpoffmyseat

likesomethingispokingme.

Me:“how?When?”

Him:“sheburnedalltheirwarehousesandstoleall

theirmerchandises.Shealsokilledeverymember

ofthegangbecauseshefoundthemhavingabraai

atJack’scrib.CleopatrahastakenovertheCT

territory.”

Me:“wowallthisbecauseofameregirl?”

Him:“norumorhasitthatsheismorepissedabout

thebounty.Shesentanencryptedmessageinthe

underworldsaying‘neverchaseaghostoryouwill

beburnt.’BossIthinkshemeansbusiness.”Isit

downdefeated.Ithinklongandhard.



Me:“cancelthebounty.Let’sleaveher.Hertimewill

comebutnowlet’sjustletherbe.Icanseethatshe

isalwaysastepahead.Weattackshecomesback

hardlikeaQueenthatsheis.Nowwejustneed

recruitmentsforthenewrangers.Fornowenjoythe

restofthefestiveseason.2Januarythework

begins.”

Him:“sureboss.”Heleaves.

Iclearlyunderestimatedthischick.Insteadofbeing

angryIactuallyadmireher.Sheismoredangerous

thanawomanscorned.Ihonestlywouldn’tmind

marryingher.Formesheisperfect.Goshlistento

meblabbingaboutaghost.Letmegobuysome

groceriessothatmysiblingswon’tstarve.

LONDEKA

Iamsuperexcitedaboutplanningmom’s46th

surpriseparty.Yeahthewomanis45butyou’d

swearsheisLwah’soldersister.Sheishotwitha

killerbody.ShehasthatMercyMogasebody.Ifshe

didn’tlooklikeusI’dsaymaybesheadoptedus



becauseherbodydoesn’tshowthatshehasbeen

tothelaborward3timesandpushed4headsout

hervagina.Shemaybeadoctorbutsheisa

womanofclasssowhenorganizingherapartyI’d

havetobringmyAgame.

Ihavealreadygoggledafewcateringanddécor

companiesinDurbanandIhaveoptedfor

AmagaduzelaCateringandDécor.Ilovedtheirwork

soIhopetheywilldeliver.IalsowenttoFacebook

onLadiesHouseandaskedforassistanceinhiring

tents,tablesandchairs.Thereweremany

suggestions.Thosewomenarephenomenaland

veryhelpful.Inoneumbrellayoucanfindalotof

things.TomorrowIwillcontactafriendofminewho

ownsaprintingcompanyforinvitationsoIhaveto

workallnightforaninviteidea.Ihopehecanbe

donebyThursday.

TonightweweresupposedtohittheclubwithLindy

butIdon’tthinkthatwillhappen.Leboalsowantsto

takemeonadatetomorrow.Iaminmyroom

packingmyovernightbagaswearespendingthe

nightatSizwe’scrib.WelandedatORTambo2



hoursagosowegotachancetorelaxalittle.When

IamdoneItakemybagandheaddownstairs.Ifind

thetwinsdrinkingshakesinthekitchenbusyon

theirconversation.Likethesetwoneverrunoutof

thingstotalkabout.Itshowsthattheyshareda

womb.

Lande:“Iwonderhowbhuti’shouselookslike.”

Lwando:“maybeitlooksliketheoneinDurban.”

Lande:“hheewhenwasthelasttimewesawu

Nthabi?Ithinkubhutiisnolongerintoher.”Hhaybo

thesekidsaregossipingadultstaff.

Lwando:“Ihonestlythinkbhutidoesn’tloveher

anymore.Sheisjustkeepinghernjejustfor

control.”OkayIthinkIshouldintervenebefore

Lwahhearsthis.

Me:“whyareyouguysgossipingaboutthingsthat

doesn’tconcernyou.”Theydon’tevenseem

shocked.

Lande:“wewerejustpassingbythetopicwe

weren’tgonnadwellmuchonit.”Theybothlaugh.

Yohthesekids,Igiveup.Lwahcomesdownthe



stairswithLuvuyolookingalllovey-dovey,heis

carryingherovernightbag.Thelovethesetwo

shareyou’dsweartheyhavebeenmarriedfora

longtime.Theyaresofamiliarwitheachother.I

actuallywishforaguylikebhutiVuyowhenIfinally

settledown.

Lwah:“Sizwehassentmehislocationsolet’sget

going.”

Weallgotothegarage.Todaysheisdrivingthe

Range,likesheislivingthedream.ShekissesVuyo

andwefinallydriveoff.Aftersometimewearriveat

bhuti’scribandIwasneverready.Damnhishouse

isBEAUTIFUL.Sheparksnearthefrontdoorand

weallgetout.Sizweopensthedoorwithabig

smile,nowthat’snotasightyouseeeveryday.He

leadsusinsideandImustsaytheinteriorisjustas

equallybeautifulastheexterior.

Lwando:“damn!”

Lande:“wow!Whatexactlyisitthatyoudoinlife

bhuti?”wealllaughbecausesheisbeingherusual

self.



Sizwe:“pleasegofreshenupsothatwecaneat

dinner.”Thehelpersshowustoourrooms.Lwando

shoutsfromhisroom.

Lwando:“IAMKEEPINGTHISROOM!ITISMINE

FROMNOWONANDTHATISNOTUPFOR

DISCUSSION!”Laughterbreaksout,mysiblingscan

besavagesometimes.

LWANDEKA

Weareseatedattheloungeafteranicehome

cookedmealbymyhandsomebrother.Yeshecan

cook,soladiesheisforthekeeps.Weeatovera

lightconversation.DidImentionweallspeakpure

Swati?Momtriedchangingusbutattimesshejust

acceptedthatwearewhoweareandwewon’t

change.Afterwearedoneeatingthetwinsexcuse

usandgototheTVroom,youcanneverseparate

themfromTVthosetwo.We,theadults,moveto

thepatioasitisawarmevening.Wespeakabout

allthethingsthatneedstobesortedoutandSizwe

beingSizwetransfersthemoneytoLondythat



moment.Shesendsdepositstothecompanieswho

willcatertheevent.SheexcusesherselfandIam

leftwithbigbro.

Him:“Iwasthinkingofgivingyouoneofmycars.I

don’tlikeyoudependingtoomuchonyour

boyfriend.Ifitwereuptomeyou’dstayherebut

thishouseistoobigforonepersonsoyouwill

continuestayingwiththeStholes.Sochoosewhich

oneyouwant.”

Me:“let’sgotothegaragesoIcanchoose

properly.”Isaywithasmugonmyface.Weboth

standupandheadtothegarage.

Him:“butsoyouknowthereisonewhichisoff

limits.”ThisgarageIcanturnintoacardealershipI

tellyou.SomanycarsbutmostofthemareToyota,

you’dswearhe’sanambassadorthere.

Me:“whichoneisofflimits?”

Him:“myRangerRoverVelar.ThefirstcarthatI

paidoverR1Mfor.”Igaspshocked.ButtheVelaris

sobeautifulIunderstandthecost.Myeyescatcha

darkgreyC-HRanddamnthecolourissorareand



unique.

Me:“IliketheC-HR,ithasthat‘IamanSUVbutI

amalsoacrossover’.Ithasthatthing,thateffect

bigbro.sowhatmadeyougivemeacarnow?Isit

becauseofVuyo?”

Him:“acarismorelikeababyWawa.Ican’tgive

youababywhenIknowyoudon’thavethe

resourcestotakecareofit,youstillgonnaaskfrom

mewhenIhavegivenyouabeautifulgift.Sameas

acar.Acarneedsgreatcare,petrol,service,andall

thosethings.Nowyouhavethemeanstotakecare

ofit,meaningajob,soIknowyouwillcareformy

babyandyouwon’tbepesteringmamaabout

moneyforfuelandstuff.”

Me:“wowyoumakesomuchsenseandthankyou

forthebaby.”Webothlaugh.BhutiSizwehas

alwayswantedustobeindependent.Asmuchas

heisrich,hedoesn’twantusthinkinghismoneyis

ourmoney.Hewantsustoworkandearnourown

moneyandIlovehimforthat.

WeheadbackinsideandIprepareforwork.Imay



betiredbutIwanttoworksothatnobodywill

complainwhenIattendthefuneral.

[11/21,10:26] :CHAPTER29

LONDEKA

Iwakeup,bathgetdressedandheaddownstairs.

LastnightIfinalizedalmosteverythingaboutthe

party.Iendedupcontactingmyinvites’friendlast

nightandsenthimallthedetailsoftheparty.I

figuredthatIshouldjustsendthedirectorofmy

mom’shospitaltheinviteandhersecretarycan

passonthemessage.Itwillbeeasierthatway.

AnywaystodayIamofftoseeLebo.Ihavebeen

postponingfortoolong.Ilookatthekitchenand

loungeandthereisnosignofmysiblings.Isit

downatthekitchenbarstoolandthehelperhands

memybreakfastandinformsmethatmysiblings

haveleft,apparentlySizweistakingthemout,lucky

them.

Ifinishmybreakfastandheadoutafterrequesting

anubertotakemetoahotelthatLebosuggested



wemeetat.Iarrivethereandhesaysheisatthe

restaurant.Iheadtheretomeethim.Ifindhim

sittingatatableandquicklystandsupwhenhe

noticesmypresenceatthedoor.Welltheguyis

fine.Hehasaslimbody,nomusclesbutheis

handsome.Heiswearingblackjeans,whiteteeand

whiteNikekicks.Hehugsmeandopensachairfor

me.

Him:“mybeautifulstranger.”Iblush.

Me:“myperfectstranger.”

Him:“Ireallythinkweshouldnowcomeupwith

differentpetnames.”Igiggle.

Me:“yeahbecausewearenolongerstrangers.”

Him:“sohowareyouRastalami?”Ilaughathim.

Me:“don’tcallmethat.JustbecauseIhave

dreadlocksdoesn’tmeanIamaRasta.Wellwillyou

behappyifIcallyouskrrskrrrbecauseofyour

hairstyle?”healsolaughs.

Him:“no,nobabygirl.WellIthinkMissFiercewill

fityouperfectly.Itisself-explanatory.”



Me:“itisperfect.WellIamstillthinkofagoodone

foryou.”

Thewaitercomesandweorderourfoodanddrinks

anddesert.Wetalkaboutalotofthingsbutwe

don’tmentionourpartnersinourconversation.

Aftereatingandsettlingthebillweheadtohishotel

roomandtheresthistory…

NARRATED

Noluhisbusyfinishinghercakewhichsomeone

ordered,abirthdaycakeatherhome.Besides

workingatMondisaDinershealsotakeorders

outsidetherestaurant.ShehasaFacebookpage

andanInstagramaccountwherecustomersfind

herquickly.Shefinishesputtingicingsugarand

givesittimetodryandaftershetakespicturesofit.

Thabicomesonthekitchen,holdsherfrombehind

andkissesherneck.Shegigglesandturnbackso

theycankissfullyonthelips.

Thabi:“Lwandekainvitedmetohermom’sbirthday

celebration.ShesaidthethemeisCrèmewitha



touchofGold.Soyoumylovewillhavetolookfor

outfitsforthebothofus.”

Noluh:“whenisit?”

Thabi:“ChristmasDaymylove.”

Noluh:“thatmeansyouwillhavetogoonthe24th

andIwillfollowonthe25th.”Thabisitsononeof

thebarstoolsandNoluhtakesthecakeandputiton

thebox.

Thabi:“yporquenosiriamosporseparado?(And

whywouldweleaveseparately?)”

Noluh:“babeChristmasDay,Ihavedeliveriesto

makeindividuallyandtherearealsoordersfrom

MondisaDinercustomers.OnChristmasEveIwill

beworkingovernighttomakesureIfinishontime

andthecakesmustbeperfect.”

Thabi:“howaboutwenotjustgo?Westayhereand

Ihelpyouwhereyouneedassistance.”

Noluh:“noMphembawearegoingtoattendthis

eventandIamfinallygoingtomeetyoufamily.

Aren’tyoulookingforwardtothat?”Thabiscratches



herhead.

Thabi:“Iam,theyhavebeendyingtomeetyoujust

thatourlivesaresobusywehardlyfindtimetogo

downtheretogether.”

Noluh:“entoncesestaresuelto(thenit’ssettled).I

willgotoourboutiquetomorrowtolookforthe

perfectoutfits.”

Thabi:“alsodon’tforgettobuygiftsforLwah’s

mom.”

Noluh:“whatkindofawomanisshe?”

Thabi:“averyclassywomanwithstyle.Shehasa

slimandfitbody.You’darguethatsheis45.It’s

truewhattheysay,blackdon’tcrack.”Noluhlaughs

thenherphonebeeps,atextfromhercustomer

sayingsheisoutsidethegate.Oneoftheguards

helpherbycarryingitandtheygooutside.The

guardcarefullyhandsoverthecaketotheclient.

Theysaytheirgoodbyesandtheclientleaves.

NoluhandThabomet5yearsagoandstarted

datingayearlater.TheystayedinMexicofor2

yearsbeforereturningtoSouthAfricasotheyare



veryfluentinSpanish.

LONDEKA

IamseatedatLindy’scribandwearesippingon

redwine.

Lindy:“Iwantallthedetailsmnganam,sotellme

howwasit?”Icovermyfacewithmybothhands.

Me:“whatawasteoftimechomam.Iregretwasting

evenmyoutfitmngan.ThedataIwastedchatting

withhim.”

Her:“why?Wereyouguysdisturbedorsomething

happened?”

Me:“badperformancemngan.Iwaseven

embarrassedtobeseenwithhimafterthedeed.

Yoh.HowdoesAviwesurvivewithsuchanunder-

performer?Likesuchpeopleshouldn’tbeallowedto

breathe.Deprivationoforgasmisaseriouscrime.

Evenhisforeplayis1playmtase.Iwasdefeated.”

Shecan’tstoplaughing.Thiswomanisactually

laughingatmyproblems.



Her:“mnganiIunderstandthatyoudon’twant

anythingtodowithhimbutyouhavetohelphim

withhisproblemdownthere.Suggestmen’sclinic

tohim.Orsextherapyoe.Badmouthinghimwon’t

help.”Ishakemyhead.

Me:“whatwillAviwedothen?AndIcan’thelpan

oldmanonhowheshouldsatisfyawoman.That

ain’tmyjobmngan.”

Her:“therearemanymenwhogetcheatedonby

theirpartnersbecausetheylackinthebedroom.By

helpinghimyouwillbehelpingthestatistics

decrease.Dogoodnjemngan.Lookatthebigger

picture.Helpingabrotherinneed.Mnganithisis

likeumuntuonukelwaikhwaphaorumlomo(thisis

likeapersonwhohasastinkingarmpitormouth).

Yourhelpwillbeverymuchappreciatedeven

thoughitmightbeembarrassingtoacceptitorhe

mightgetalldefensivebutattheendofthedayyou

would’vetried.”

Me:“buthedoesn’trealizethathehasaproblem.”

Shestaresatmeintensely.Ifinallygiveinaftera

minuteofastarringcontest.“Fine,whatever.



AnywayshowdoIdothis?”shestartstellingme

waystohelpamanwhocan’tperformhisbedroom

dutiesproperlyandtellingmeaboutanearbymen’s

clinic.

THANDEKA

Weareallgatheredatthemainwarehousefor

Khwezi’smemorial.Therentsrefusedtohosther

nightvigilsowebehavingthememorialthegang

style.Thegangsfromallthecitiesarrived.Iam

talkingaboutthePEgang,theDurbangangandthe

CTgang.Cleoarrivedlookinglikeaqueenthatshe

is.Sheisaverybeautifulwomanwhoisrichwith

melanin.Ireallylikeherbecausewearethesame.

Theyorganizedthebooze,themeatandsome

drugs.Theyplannedtohavealittleprogramso

anyonewhowishestosaysomethingcanbefree.

Theboysfixedthemeatwhilechatting,vibing.The

atmospherewaswarmyou’darguethatitisa

memorial,itwasratheracelebration.

Cindycommandsattentionandthedeejayswitches



offthemusic,weallgiveherourundivided

attention.

Cindy:(beforeshestartstalkingweallchant

‘ISANDO’whichmeansa‘HAMMER’.That’sher

namebecauseshelikesusingahammerwhen

punishingortorturingsomeone)

Cindy:“Khwezibekayisosha.Bekangena

yonkindawo.Abanyebethuubesinikaamandla,la

esilackerlonabehleziekhonakuzosifukula.This

onetimeIwastakenluckilybengifakeamacici

angiphawonaonmybirthdayanetracker.SoI

pressedoneofthemandsherescuedmeayedwa

andsheneverrubbeditinukuthsheoncesavedmy

life.Namuhlasivumelekileukukhalangoba

silahlekelweiqhawe,akekhoozokubonaasasignof

weaknessukubaemotionalkomunyewethuLana

ngobauKhweziuthinteizimpilozabantuabaningi.

Ngivulelalelithubaforwonkeumuntuozizwayo

ngaphakathiathiqhaphu-qhaphukodwa

ngingalandiphelananisilambilefuthsomile.Kube

bekakhonalangabeulaphaekhoneniugodle

ibhodlelalakheleGlenfiddich15.”Everyonelaughs.



TilldateIdon’tunderstandtherelationshipshehad

withthatwhiskey.

Scar:“thatchick,yoh.”hechucklesandshakeshis

head.“IamknowntoattractpsychosandKhwezi

alwayspointedthemoutbeforetheycouldeven

breatheaword.ThisotherdayIwassittingwith

thispsychoonourfirstdate.Besincokola

kwangenauKhweziehambanoT-bonebeza

etafuleniLethu.BabingelelakahleuKhwezi

wayncomalethekeniwajikakimiandshemouthed

‘sheisalsoapsycho’”everyonelaughed.Sheonce

rescuedmefromacrazyex-girlfriend.Sheactually

waiteduntilIrecoveredandbeattheshitoutofme.”

IlaughwhenIrememberhowKhweziwasmadthat

day.Shewasspittingvenom.

Me:“shewaslike‘akezwaumalumescar’’everyone

laughs.‘Yaziuyokholwamhlalamapsychoawa

attractayoambulala’everyonecontinueslaughing.

Scar:“bekayilegendlamtanaandIwillalwaysmiss

her.Lalangokuthulaskhokho.”

Nolitha:“shebrokemyjawswhenshefoundme



withtheenemyinbed.Likewewentoutpartying

andhadamazingsexwiththeguy.ThenextdayI

wokeupandmyhousehadnofurniture.Shewas

thefirstonetoarriveatthescene.Insteadof

comfortingmeshewentMMAonme.”Everyone

laughs.“Yohshehadnomercy.WhatIlikedthe

mostaboutheristhatshewassobluntmanydidn’t

likechillingwithherbecauseshewasastraight

talker.RestinpeaceMbazo.”

Boss:“shewasthefirstandonlywomantoactually

slapme.”Everyonelaughs.Shewasveryshort-

tempered,shehitsfirstandexplainslater.“Irespect

thatwoman.Howshediesisreallyquestionable

becauseshewasalways10stepsahead.She

alwayssenseddangerahead.Somethingtellsme

thatherdeathwaspremeditated.Ifsothenher

deathwillbeavenged.”

Whatbosssaysgotmethinking.Ihaveneverreally

putmuchthoughtintoherassassination.Whatifit

wasasetup?EveryoneknowshowsmartKhweziis

andsheisirreplaceable.Ayyletmestopcracking

myheadandfocusonburyingmyfriend.



.
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PLEASEDON'TFORGETTOLIKE,SHAREAND

COMMENT

[11/21,10:26] :CHAPTER30

*****************************

Goon,goon,gobravelyon,intothedarkestnight.–

ClaireWyndham:MyLoveWillNeverDie

****************************

It’sthedayofthefuneral.Thandekahasbeenso

scarceIthinkI’veseenhertwicesinceSunday.

VuyotoldmejusthowKhweziandTDKwereclose.

Hesaidwhenherparentsdisownedhershestayed

withthemforacoupleofweekstillshefoundan

apartment.MyC-HRwasdeliveredyesterdayand

Vuyowasn’tpleasedatfirstbuthesoonwarmedup,

itispersonalizedYEYEYE3(myinnerdivadoesflip



backswhenIthinkaboutit,itgivesthatinnerboost

thatapersonneedseveryonceinawhile).Itold

himaboutthechatSizweandIhadandhesimply

said‘Ihavetopaylobolasoonsothathewon’t

complainaboutyoustayinghere’.Vuyothough.

Anywayswearebothgettingdressedforthe

funeral.Londyvolunteeredonkeepinganeyeon

thetwinsbutifIdidn’tknowbetterI’dsaysheis

goingsomewhereandsheisusingthetwinsasa

shieldsothatIdon’tasktoomanyquestions.We

finishgettingdressedandIfixhistie.Hestaresat

me.

Me:“youarestarring.”

Him:“Iamjustrememberingthiscrazymoment

whereKhwezibroughtThandekahomeandthey

werebothequallydrunk.Thewaytheyweresinging

yoh.Theysangagospelsong,ukuthhowtheyknew

itbecausetheyhaveneverbeentochurchbefore

Angazi.Theykeptonrepeatingthechorus‘ngoba

nguyeowangifelalangilahlweokwempela

naluthandoolwangifelaumhlobowami’.”OMGhe

hassuchanangelicvoice,Iwillbeghimtosingfor



mesomeothertime.

“It’sasongbyHlengiweMhlabaSewakhilebythe

way.Theyevenpreachedthatnight.Theysaideven

whentheyaredrunk,theyknowGodwillnever

forsakethem.Hehasaplaceintheirheartsand

theylovehim.YohKhweziwassuchacharacter

shame.Sheusedtosay‘BhutiIwishthatyoucan

findawomanwhowillloveyouandrespectyoufor

whoyouareandnotforwhatyouhave.’Shespoke

senseyena.Shewasasmartyoungwoman.”

Me:“sheaskedtobemybridesmaidinour

wedding.”Hechuckles.

Him:“kufananaye.”

Me:“shewasgladthatyoufoundawomanlikeme.

Ireallydon’tknowhowshewasabletoobservethe

typeofawomanIamwithoutknowingmeforlong.”

Him:“youareanamazing,wonderful,kindhearted

woman.Yourauraspeaksforyourself.Onedoes

notevenneedawholeyeartodeterminewhata

goodpersonyouare.Plusyouhavethatkindof

smilethatisnotfake,agenuineone.”WowIam



speechless.Ijustsmileandhughim.Hebreaksthe

hug.“Let’sgobeforesibalate.”

Wegodownstairs,eatbreakfastandheadout.Heis

drivingtheRoycetoday.Thiscarhasthatthingof

makingyoufeellikeiskhuluguysyoudon’t

understand.

NARRATED

Thefuneralservicestartswithaprayer.Speakers

maketheirwaytothefront,payingtributetothe

fallenflower.TheyspeaksonicelyofKhweziand

theydon’tshyawayfrompointingoutherflaws.

Theprogramproceedspeacefully.Thepastorstarts

theclosingprayerandinthemiddleofitbikes’

soundsareheardcomingfromoutsidethechurch.

Notjustonebutmanybikes.Alsosoundsof

exhaustpipesareheard.Thepastorfinishesand

thecoffinisescortedoutside,everybodyfollowsit.

Theyarenotevensingingbecausethesingingwill

beoverpoweredbythemechanicsounds.Outside

therearebikes,lotsofthemandVWcarsfromCiti



Golf,GTI,Golf7,younamethem.EveryHunteris

wearingallblackwitheithercombatboots,black

heels,blacksneakers.Theyareallwearingdesigner

masksthatcovertheirwholefaces.

TheLionessstandsontopofherbike.Sheis

wearingablackturtleneck,blackslimfittedstretch

combatpantsandcombatboots.Sheiswearinga

kneelengthblackcoatandblackleathergloves.

Shehasabaldheadwithalionesstattoo.Onher

righthandsheiscarryingablackpistolandonher

lefthandsheiscarryingahammer.Sheshouts

“INTSHIZAESANDLENIISANDOESANDLENI!(GUN

ONTHEHAND,HAMMERONTHEHAND!)”Every

gangmembershoutthesamemultipletimesbefore

theexhaustpipesstartagain.

4musclemenfromthegangstepforwardtotake

Khwezi’scasketandgotoputitinaRoverhearse.

Everygangmembergetsintotheircarsandbikes

andheardtothecemetery.Theciviliansfollow

behindintheircars.Theyarriveatthecemeteryand

Khwezi’scasketisplacedontopofthegrave.The

civilianssitonthetentsandwaitforthecemetery



farewelltobegin.Thepastorstartandfinisheswith

aprayer.

BeforethecasketisloweredtothegroundThe

Lionessmakesherwaytoitcarryingthehammer

sledgeandabottleofGlenfiddich15.T-boneand

Cleopatrafollowsslightlybehindher.Shesquatsin

frontofthecasketandopensit.Sheopensthe

scotch,takesasip,closesitandputitinsidethe

caskettogetherwiththehammer.Shewhispersto

Khwezi“Savemeaseatwhereyouaregoingfriend,

goodnight.” Afterthatsheclosesthecasket.The

casketlowerstothegroundandsheturns.She

withdrawsherpistolfromherwaistandstarts

shootingattheskywithherbackagainstthegrave,

allthegangmembersfollowspursuit.Aftertheyare

donetheygetintothecarsandbikesandstart

makinghugesounds,enginesroaringandthe

soundofaroaringlionisheardplayingfromthe

cars.

Aftereverythingisdonepeopleheadbackto

Khwezi’shomeforrefreshments.Thereare

whispersaboutthegangsters’stuntandsomeare



confirmingtheirsuspicionsaboutKhwezibeinga

gangster.Somearefantasizingaboutbeingina

gang,somearetalkingaboutthecarsandbikes.

Mosteldersareshocked.Khwezi’sfamilyis

embarrassedthatevenindeaththeirdaughter

continuesbeingrebelliouswithhergangstershit.

TheHuntersgotochangetheiroutfitsandalso

headtoKhwezi’shome.

LWANDEKA

Iheadtotentthathasthecateringcompanytolend

ahelpinghandleavingVuyochattingwithSoma

nearhiscar.Theyaremorethanhappytoreceive

myhelp.Weservethepeopleinthemarqueand

otherssittingoutsideit.Ialsotaketwoplatesand

gotoserveVuyoandSoma.Ifindthemchatting

withThandeka.Ibowalittleandgivethemtheir

food.

Me:“ninabantubasemzini.”SomalaughsandVuyo

chuckles.

TDK:“makotiwenana.”Shelaughs.Iwaskeenon



seeingherinactiontodayasagangsterbutI

couldn’tidentifyherwiththemaskstheywere

wearing.Imustsayhergangconsistsofsomany

members.

Vuyo:“thanksforthefoodMaSthole.”

Me:“uphazamilebabakusawuMaMnguni.Azikho

ezisangeneesibayenisikababa.(Youaremistaken

babaitisstillMaMnguni.Myfatherhaven’t

receivedcowsorthebrideprice.)”Hestaresatme

sternly.

Vuyo:“wellthentellMngunitoexpectvisitorsfrom

theSitholefamilysoon.”Hestatesinaserioustone.

Me:“Iamjokingbabe.Thereisnorush,right?”aibo

sekayijukeboxyinloudlaliswangemali?

Vuyo:“wellIamnotjoking.”Yohkantibanjani

abantwanabakweminyeimizi.Abadlaliswa?

TDK:“whytheserioustalknina?Yohyoucanbe

boringsometimes.”BothherandSomalaughs.

Me:“soareyougoingtoeatstandingoryouare

goingtomovetothemarque?”



Soma:“wearefineheremakoti.Wedon’twantthe

townshipgirlsthrowingthemselvesatus.”TDKand

Ilaugh.

Vuyo:“whenareyougoingtoeat?”

Me:“Idon’thaveanappetitebabe.”

Him:“maybeyouwillhaveoneifIfeedyou.”Iblush.

Soma:“weareinafuneralforgodsake.Don’tbeall

loveydovey,nizodlula.”Wealllaughathim.

TDKandIheadbacktothetentandfinishserving

people.WealsodistributedrinksandafterthatI

takea1ljuicetoVuyoandSoma.Theyhandmethe

emptyplatesandIhandthemthejuice.Aftereating

anddrinkingpeoplestartsleaving.Ialsogooutside

andmeetNolbyonmywaytoVuyo.

Me:“thewayyouaremovingupanddownone

wouldswearyouaretryingtoscorepointsor

something.”Shelaughs.

Nolby:“marayouknowngikhutheleand

ngiyathumeka.Whyubeso?”

Me:“angilwi.”Webothlaugh.“IthinkIsaw



FortunatesomewhereorwasIdreaming?”

Her:“shewasherebutsheleftearly.Apparentlyher

babysitterhadafamilyemergencysoshehadto

rushtoherbaby.”

Me:“shehasachild?”

Her:“yeah,a4yearold.”

Me:“howwelldoyouknowthesepeoplemngani?”

Her:“mnganIamfromaroundsoImetThandekaat

theclubtogetherwithFortunateandKhwezi.Wehit

itofftherebecausewehadtwothingsincommon.

Independenceandourloveforbooze.Wearenot

thatcloselikeyouandIbutwedohavesomesort

ofarelationship.”

Me:“Ihearyou.”WearrivetoVuyoandSomaand

findthemchattingwithtwogirlswhoareclearly

flirtingwiththem.“BabyI’mcold.”Hetakesoffhis

coatandmakemewearit,likeliterallyputitinme.

Him:“youlooksocuteinit.”Igiggle.Heplantsa

kissinmynoseandIblush.

Me:“whenareweleaving?”



Him:“wewerewaitingforyouactually.”

Girl1:“butwewerestillchattingguys.”Girl

awuzibekiveleuyathandaukuziveza,uthanda

ukugqama?

Soma:“wellladieswhateverweweretalkingabout

isnotthatimportantthatwewouldpostponeour

departure.It’snotlikeyouhadabusinessproposal

forus.”Nolbylaughsherassoff.

Girl2:“butwewerevibingJobebeforewewere

rudelydisturbed,weren’twe?”shesayswithso

muchattitude.Ihavenoenergytoevenforma

cheekyresponseinmyhead.Ijustrollmyeyes.

Nolby:“tchinlamantombiakwelilokishianjani

kanti?”sheasksstilllaughing.

Vuyo:“seeyoutomorrowSomaandNolubabaloI

thinkwearestillonforFridaysoseeyouthen.”We

sayourgoodbyestoourfriendsandgetintothecar

completelyignoringthetownshipdivas.

.

.
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#RIPKhwezi

#GoodNightFriend

#LongLiveSando

[11/21,10:27] :CHAPTER31

****************

SamthingSoweto,MlindotheVocalist–

Lotto

****************

Tonightitisthecouple’soutingatAlloy.Iamsuper

excited.Lasttimewechilledascoupleswasgreat

soIhavebeenlookingforwardtotonight.Idry

myselfquicklyandexitthebathroomleavingVuyo

insidetheshower.Ilotionmybody,puffmycologne

andwearmymatchingwhitebraandpanties.Vuyo

comesoutofthebathroomnakedandlotionshis

bodyslowly.Helooksgloriousrightnow.Hewould



beagreatmodelwiththisbodytype,hisskinlooks

softandhardatthesametime.Iknowwhatheis

doingandIamnotgoingtofallforhistrap.He

knowsthathisbodyismyweaknessandalsohis

voicesoheisdoingthisonpurpose.Whenhesees

thatIamnotpayingattentiontohimhewearshis

EmporioArmaniunderwear.

Iwearalldustypinkminiskirtwithabeadedbelton

topandhasslitsonsides,aseethroughshort

sleevedlacecroptopwithbeadsinthechestarea,a

onebuttoncoatandwidefitFiollahighheels.Topit

offwithacrèmeslingbag.Ilookgreatguys.Being

invarsitywillchangeyourfashionsense.Havingto

seedifferentpeoplewithdifferentpersonalitiesand

differentstyleswillhelpshapeyourownstyleasit

didtome.Myfatherleftmoneyformestudyso

withmyallowancefrommysponsorandmamaI

wouldbuyclothes,clothes,clothes.Youwon’t

believethatIhaveabout3suitcasesathomefullof

clothes,anotherwithjustunderwearandanother

withheelsonly.Vuyostandsstillinhisunderwear

withhishandsonhiswaistlikeadramaticgossiper.



Him:“mabhebezayoh,whicheventareyouheaded

too?Whydoyouhavetobesopersonal?Whatdid

theotherkidsdotodeservesuchpunishment?”I

laughathissillinessandsitdowninfrontofthe

dressertodomymake-up.

Me:“stopbeingsillymunchieandgetdressed.”I

finishmymake-up,wearmyBobweavecombingit

nicely.NottoblowmyownhornbutIlookhot

shame.

Vuyosprayshiscolognefirstthenwearsanavy

PoloRalphLaurenPurpleLabelslimfitstretch

Chinoshort,RawHemV-neckT-shirtwhichisdusty

pink(copycat)andsneakersEA7EmporioArmani

whicharealsonavy.Damnmymanlooksdapper

andthosehairylegsshowingareaturnonbafethu.

HetopsoffhislookwithanA.LangeandSohne

blackwatch.Weheaddownstairsaftertaking

everythingwewillneed.WefindthetripleL

watchingTV,theymakenoiseaswedescendthe

stairs,andLondyistakingavideoasalways.

Londy:“youguysarenyisingshame,youaren’t

givingusachancetocatchourbreathsdayinday



out.”Shesaysdramaticallyfanningherself.

Lande:“givemeyourphonesisisoIcantake

pictures.”Ihandhermyphone.Shestarttaking

picturesandwedomanyposes,evenkissin

between.

Me:“okaythat’senough.Thisain’taphotoshoot.”I

saytakingbackmyphone.

Londy:“youguysshouldtotallydoone.”

Lwando:“wealsoneedoneassiblings.Justfor

control.”

Me:“soonmtase.”Welaughandbidthekids

farewell.

HeisdrivingtheR8today.Itisveryraretoseehim

behinditswheel.Hisphoneautomaticallyconnects

tothecar.HeplaysBlackCoffeeandShekhinah-

YourEyes.Itishisfavoritesong.Ithasalso

becomemyfavorite.Isingalongandhejoinsme.

Goshhisvoicewillbethedeathofme.Thesongis

onrepeatandtheconversationbetweenusis

flowing.Weneverrunoutofthingstosay.



WearriveatAlloyandparkathisspot.Hegetsout

andrushestoopenthedoorforme,babywam

bakithi.Helocksthecarandweheadinside

throughthebackdoor.Wegothroughthepassage

passingthekitchenandthelockerroom.Wetake

theelevatortothe2ndfloorwhichistheVVIP

section.WefindThabiandNoluh,Fortunateandher

babydaddyQhayiya,yeahweinvitedherandshe

wasmorethanhappytojoinus.Wesitdownafter

exchanginghugsandhandshakes.AsalwaysNolby

islate.Wedecidethatwewillorderwhenshe

arrives.Westarttalkingaboutalotofstuff.Nje.At

lastNolbyarriveswithherbaeandtwootherguys

andgirls.Theygreetusandsitdown.

Fortunate:“nowwecanorder.Iamstarving.Ilast

atebreakfast.”Shesignalsthehostessandshe

directsawaitertous.Weorderplattersanddrinks.

ThewaiterwhoisLilianjotsdownourorderand

leavesourtable.Youcanseethatshewastryingso

hardtokeephercool.Shewishesshewastheone

sittingnexttoVuyonow.Shame,agirlcanonly

wishanddream.



Noluh:“soaren’tyougoingtodoany

introductions?”sheaskseyingNolby.

Nolby:“ohhIalmostforgotmydarling.That’s

AudreyandNtokozo,”shesayspointingatawhite

girlandayellowboneguyshecamewith,“andthat

isJudithandBriantheyaremarried.Audreyis

Steven’ssisterandBrianishiscousin.Ntokozois

Steven’sfriendandcolleague.”

Qhayiya:“howdoesitfeeltohaveyoursister

bangedbyyourfriendSteven?”heasksandweall

bustoutlaughing.Yohthatwasunexpected.Iam

surehewasthinkingoutloud.

Steven:“nocommentonthat.”

Nolby:“andguysthisismybestieLwahandherbae

Jobe;ThabiandNoluh,theyareengagedandthat’s

FortunateandQhayiyabutyoucancallhimQ.”we

continuechatting.Thefoodcomesandwestart

munching.

Audrey:“soLwahandJobehowlonghaveyouguys

beentogether?”

Jobe:“amonthnow.”



Brian:“butyou’dswearyouhavebeentogetherfor

alongtime.Thewayyouare.”

Me:“Iguesswhenyoufinallyfindyoursoulmateit

feelslikeyouhavebeentogetherforalifetime.”

Audrey:“that’ssocute.”Wefinisheatingandthe

waiterscollectthedishesandleaveonlydrinkson

ourtable.

Nolby:“soThabiwhenareyougettingmarried

umuntuedleukotini?”

Thabi:“onValentine’sDay.”Istopeatingandlookat

her.

Me:“thiscomingValentine’s?Theoneafterthis

comingJanuary?”Iasktogetclarity.

Thabi:“Iamsorryfornotinformingyouearly.I

reallyam,pleaseforgiveme.”Ilookaway.

Nolby:“ungamnakilouzobaryt.Uneconsifuthi

uyatefanje.”IstareatNolby.

Me:“bitchIamtryingtosulkinpeace.Ndiyeketuh.”

Ntokozo:“howdoyouguysknoweachother?”



Me:“Iamherex-wife.”Theireyespopout.“Chillshe

ismychildhoodbestfriend.Wehaveknowneach

othersincewewere5.”

Qhayiya:“ohIunderstandyoursulkingandIam

joiningyou.”Hesaysandpouthislips,foldinghis

armstohischestdramatically.Wealllaughathim.

Thabi:“Iwillmakeituptoyou.”Itakeasipatmy

Brutal8ciderandlookatherwithasmirk.

Me:“i8”Isaywithasheepishsmile.Shescratches

herhead.Afterawhileshebreathesoutheavily.

Thabi:“fine,whichcolour?”

Me:“silver.”

Thabi:“uyaqolanawemtanabantu.”

Fortunate:“whatdidyoujustagreeto?”

Thabi:“buyingthelatestBMWi8.”Everyone

exclaims.What?Idon’tgetwhatthefussisabout.

Myfriendisabillionaire.What’samerei8gonnado

toherbankaccount?

Steven:“that’sdaylightrobberyLwah.”



Me:“Ican’twaitforthewedding.”

WecontinuedrinkingandtalkingbutIamtakingit

easyonthealcoholbecauseBrutal8isverystrong.

SomajoinsuswithhisbabymamawhomIheard

canbeadragonladysometimes.Hernameis

NomagugubutshelikesbeingcalledGugu.They

ordertheirdrinks.TheDJplaysInjabulobyDj

HappygalandGigiLamayneandNolbyandI

scream.Westandupandgototheopenareanear

ourtabletodance.TheDJcontinuesplayingother

songsandalmosteverybodyjoinsusonthedance

floorexceptforThabiandNtokozo.Ihavefigured

thatheisanintrovert.

Wedanceuntilwedecidetotakeabreak.

EverybodytakestheirseatsandItellVuyoIam

goingtotherestroom.Hefollowsmeandtakesmy

hand.Icanseethatheisleadingmetohisoffice.

WeenterhisofficeandIgotohistoilet.Idomy

business,whenIamdoneIfixmyselfandhead

insidehisoffice.Ihaveneverreallytakenagood

lookathisoffice.Hehasabigpictureofusonthe

wall.Theonewetookwhenwewentto



Montecasinobeforewedated.Anotheroneisthe

oneLondekatookwhenwewerekissingatthe

restaurant.Thesearereallygreatpictures.Thereis

alsooneofmesleepingpeacefully,wellIhave

neverseenthisonebefore,andIlooksoadorable

likealittleangel.

Me:“whendidyoutakethispicture?”Isaypointing

attheonewhereIamsleeping.

Him:“thefirsttimeyouspentthenightinmyroom.”

Hesayscomingclosetomeandstandingrightin

frontofme,blockingmyview.Thewayheisstaring

atme,IknowhewantsmeandIalsowanthimbut

tonightisaboutcouplesenjoyingthemselves,not

sexintheoffice.

Me:“wecangobacktotheothersnow.”Heshifts

andstartswalkingtowardsthebathroom,topeeI

guess.IcontinuewonderingarounduntilIhearhis

voicefromthebathroomyelling“Alittlehelphere”.

Really?Thisishisoffice,hisbathroom,whywould

heneedmyhelp?Ienterthebathroomandfindhim

infrontofthemirror.



Me:“really?Youcalledmetolookatyoulookingat

yourselfinthemirror?Unbelievable.”Isayrolling

myeyes.HebendsdownholdinghischestandI

quicklyrushtohim.

Him:“IthinkIamhavingchestpains.”

Ipanicalittle.IstandinfrontofhimdoingGod

knowswhatandbeforeIknowitIamliftedoffmy

feetandplacedontopofthesink.Hestands

betweenmylegsafterpartingthemto

accommodatehisbuffyself.Heshowersmewith

kissesallovertheuncoveredpartsofmybody

beforeIcanevenopenmymouth.Hekissesand

suckmyneckandItiltmyheadgivinghimfuller

access.Hisotherhandgoestomyinnerthighs,

brushingthemandIknowwhereitisheadedand

theotherisunderneathmytopbrushingmynipple

andpinchingitmakingmecryout.“5minutesbabe,

that’sallIamgivingyou.”Isayinhisearwhile

nibblingit.“That’sunfairandyouknowit.”He

repliestakingmycroptopoff.“Lifeisunfairdaddy.”

Iteasehim.



THANDEKA

Iknowaboutthecouples’nightoutandIdon’tfeel

evenapintofjealousyorenvybecauseofmy

relationshipstatus.Iambehindthebarbarkingout

orderstothestaff.Todayisaverybusynight.Black

Coffeewillbeonthedeckslateron,Simmywillalso

beperformingandalsoDr.MalinganotforgetMr.

Lottohimself,SamthingSoweto.Itissopackedthat

therearenoavailabletablesinthegeneralsection

andtherearelimitedtablesavailableintheVIP.My

brotherfullybookedtheVVIPsectionsoevenifthe

presidentwouldenterandrequestatabletherehe

won’tgetit.

BythewayIamwearingablackbasicboobtube

linedcroptopwithmatchingpanties,ashortsleeve

seethroughsheermeshT-shirtandbarelycovers

myass.IamliterallyexposedandIdon’tgivea

damn.Itoppedoffmylookwithblackboots.Iput

onmy20”Brazilianweaveandputablackcapover

it.Iwon’tlieIlookandfeelhot.Iamnoteven

wearingmake-up,Ijustputonmyblacklipstickjust

forcontrolbutIamfeelingmyself.Itisonethinkto



lookhotandachetobecomplimentedbypeople.

Butitisadifferentstorywhenyoulookhotandfeel

hottosuchanextentthatyoudon’tneedsomeone

tostatetheobvioustoyou.Thatlevelofconfidence

iswhatshouldbeinstilledinwoman.That‘ILOOK

BEAUTIFUL,IFEELBEAUTIFULANDIKNOWIAM

BEAUTIFUL,IDON’TNEEDTOBETOLD’.

Imovefromthebarwithonlymyphoneinmyhand.

Iamusingittocommunicatewiththeartists’

managers.JustasIamtoheadtotheelevator

someonegetsholdofmywrist.Myfirstinstinctis

toturnandpunchtheminthefacebutIwouldn’t

wanttobeonthenetsoIturnwithafakesmile

plasteredonmyfaceandthemomentmyeyesland

onSizwethesmileturnsintoagenuineone.

Sizwe:“Ialmostdidn’trecognizeyouthere.Wow

youlookhotMaSthole.”Inearlypinchmyselftosee

thatIamnotdreaming.Heiswearingawhiteloose

shirtwithblackjeansandblacksneakers.His

dreadlocksareuntiedsotheyarelookingverygood

andsupersexyplustheyarelong.NkosiSikelela.

Me:“dankievirdiekomplimentMnguni(thanksfor



thecompliment).Letmeguess,youneedatable.”I

saystaringathisluringbrowneyes.Thereis

somethingaboutthem.Yoh.

Sizwe:“youreadmymind.”Herepliestugginghis

dreadlocksbehindhisear.Helookssosexyand

eatabledoingthat.Iamalreadyimaginingmyself

pullingthemwhiledevouringhisdeliciouslips.I

quicklysnapoutofmyfantasy.

Me:“areyoualone?”Iaminvisiblycrossingmy

fingersthathedidnotcomewithsomechick.A

manastallashimappearsbehindhim.Helooks

finebutnotasfineastheRastainfrontofme.Mind

youheisstillholdingmywrist.ThefeelingIam

gettingfromthisyoohistoomuch.

Sizwe:“Iamwithhim.BythewaythisisKhetho,my

friendandntuanthisisThandeka,themanagerand

co-ownerofthisplace.”Theguyshakesmyhand.

Sizwefinallyreleasesmyhand.

Khetho:“pleasuretomeetyouMissManager.”He

sayswithasmirkhiseyesdevouringmyalmost

nakedness.



Me:“pleasefollowme.”Ileadthemtotheelevator

andtheyfollowme.

Theelevatortakesustothe2ndfloorwherethe

VVIPisandwefindallthecouplesdrinkingand

enjoyingthemselves.Whenyouareinthisflooryou

canseetheVIPsectionandthegeneralsection.It

ismorelikeagallerylikeview.Lwahislaughingata

privatejokewithNolbyandThabi.Luhisforever

cozywithSoma.Weheadtothem.“Thisistheonly

placethathasfreetablesandisnotbuzzingwith

uselesspeople.Bythewayit’sacouples’thingsoI

won’tbestaying.”

Sizwe:“whydidn’tyouinviteyourman?”

Me:“don’thaveone.”Ireplywithnocareinthe

world.

Sizwe:“mayIaskwhy?”heasksraisinganeyebrow.

Me:“Iamnotaveryaffectionateperson.Idon’tdo

romance,feelingsandshit.”RightoncueLwah

seesuswalkingtowardsthemandquicklyrisesup

togreetherbrother,hugginghimintheprocess.

Hereyesalmostpopoutwhentheylandonme.



Why?

Lwah:“damngirl.Whydidyouhavetobeso

personal?”Iamsuperconfusedrightnow.

Me:“whatareyouonabout?”shecomestostandin

frontofmetakingmyhandtohersandmakesme

doaturnaroundwhilecheckingmeoutand

whistling.Everybodylaughs.Themusichereisn’t

soloudsopeoplecanheareachother.

Her:“damnyoulooklikeyoujustwalkedoutof

Victoria’sSecretrunway.Areyousureyouain’ta

modelwiththatperfectbodyofyours?Those

curves,thewaythedressishuggingthem.

Honestlyuyanyisamtakama.Yousureyouarenot

KrisJenner’slonglostdaughter?”Ilaughather.

Shelookstipsysoshewilltalktillshepassesout.

Me:“youalsolookbeautifulprincess.”Shedoesa

dramaticbowandIlaughather.Iamserioussheis

dressestokill,likeoneofthoseinfluencerswho

justdresstonyisaotherkids.FortunateandNolby

maketheirwaytous,Iain’tgonnaheartheendof

this.



Fortunate:“usincintisaumdokongestraw

TeedeekayKardashian.”Wealllaugh.

Nolby:“justposeandletmetakeafewsnapsfor

thegram.”IdoasshesaysandafterIamdoneI

twerkalittleandthehypeIgetistoomuch.Weall

enduplaughing.AfteralltheunnecessarydramaI

walktowhereSizweandKhethoareseated.

Me:“areyouguyscomfortablehere?”

Sizwe:“very.Thankyouverymuch.”

Me:“sowhatwillyoubedrinking?”

Khetho:“justbringusabottleofHennessyandice.”

Hesaysstillcheckingmeout.IfIwereashy

womanIwould’vebeenuncomfortablebutIam

usedtomengawkingme.Iknowthattheywillonly

feedtheireyesnottherealhungerbecausethey

ain’ttouching.

Sizwe:“canwealsogetsomefood?Iamreally

starving.”Hesaysdragginghiswords.Everything

abouthimissobeautiful.IfIwereinhighschoolI

wouldsayIhaveacrushbutbecauseIamoldandI

ammethisisnotacrushandlove.Iamattractedto



thisman.IamlustingoverhimandIknowI’dhave

tofuckhimtogetoverthisobsession.

Me:“aplatterfor2andabottleofHennessy.Will

thatbeall?”rightnowIamsoundinglikeawaiter

butIdon’tmindbecausethisismyclub.Iwillfill

anypositiontosatisfymycustomers.LuhandI

wereonceonkitchendutythisothertimewherethe

kitchenstuffwasbullshittingus.Weshowedthem

thatweweremorethancapableofrunningourclub.

Fromthekitchentotheloungetocleaningsowe

don’tneedanyone.Wejustlovecreatingjob

opportunities.ButnotmanypeopleknowIcando

magicinthekitchenbecauseIamverylazyinthat

department.

Sizwe:“willyoubejoiningus?”

Me:“tonightisverybusysoIhavetomonitorthe

staffcloselybutwhenIgetachanceIwillpopby.A

waiterwillbringyourorderup.”Ileavethemand

headdownstairs,placingtheirorderandgiving

clearinstructionsaboutit.

[11/21,10:27] :CHAPTER31Continuation



SIZWE

IhaveseenThandekabeforeandImustadmitshe

isaverybeautifulwomanbuttonightsheison

anotherlevel.Ihaven’tbeenaroundhermuchto

knowmoreabouther.ButIdoknowthatsheis

independent,feisty,sodamnsexy,andattractive

andsheisanyman’sfantasy.Shehasthatforceof

attractionthatpullsmetoher.Herrelationship

statusisamajorturnonalsoformebutsheis

mysterious.Awomanwhodoesn’twanttocommit

orbeintoarelationshipiseitheranaturalplayer,is

runningawayfromfeelingsorhavebeenhurt

before.Iamalreadyimaginingherpantingbeneath

measIamthrustingdeepinsideher.Hermoans

fillingmyroomandherscreamingoutmyname.

Damnthatwomanmakesmesohardandmakes



mewanthersobad.Ihaveneverwantedawoman

sobadly.

Wawa’slaugherbringsmebacktoearth.Two

waitersbringsourordersandwestarteatingand

drinkingalittle.Wehavebeenintroducedwiththe

couplesbutIamnotverygoodwithnames.The

elevatoropensandThandekacomesout.Sheis

talkingtosomeoneonthephoneandyoucansee

thatsheistryingsomuchtostaycalm.Shefinally

endsthecallandgoestositonherbrother’slap.

Shetakeshisglassandgulpsalltheremaining

whiskeyinitononego.

Jobe:“wathethulleaanjougeodoen?(Whatdid

theydotoyou?)”

TDK:“nikswatekniekanhanteernie.Sowathetek

mis?(NothingIcan’thandle.SowhatdidImiss?)”

Wawa:“nothingmuch.WhenisCoffeearriving?”

TDK:“in10minutesandhewillbeonstagein15

minutes.”

Nolby:“can’twait.Iwillgoandstripforhim.”

Everybodylaughsatherevenherboyfriend.



Wawa:“Stevenwhenyoureadytosettledownand

haveherhaveeyesforyouonlyhitmeup.Thereis

thisplacecalledeMonaKwaNongoma.Theysell

verycheapandeffectivemuthi.Youcangetone

named‘UBHEKAMINANGEDWA’Iswearshewill

onlyhaveeyesforyouandfollowyoueverywhere.”

Laughtereruptsagain.

Soma:“ohhisthatwhatyoudidtoJobe?”

Wawa:“Ididn’thaveto.Mnguniancestorsdidall

theworkforme.Bangihambelaphambilingafika

sekulungile.”Jobelaughsather.Ilovehowhe

looksatmysisterlikesheistheonlywomaninthe

world.Thereisnothingmorefulfillingorsatisfying

thanknowingthatyoursisterisinarelationship

withamanwhowouldlayhislifedownforher.

Khetho:“Ididn’tknowyoursisteristhiscrazy.”He

whispersinmyear.

Me:“don’tletherhearyousaythat.”Hechuckles.

AsongbyDreamteamIzassplaysandthegirlsgo

crazyandgotothedancefloor.Theystarttweaking

togetherwithThandekaandmyeyesareonly



lookingatherass.MyGodthewaysheismovingit

mydickgoeshardinstantly.Idon’tknowifIam

hallucinatingorwhatbutIamprettysuresheis

lookingatme.ShewinksatmeandIamagoner.

Whatisshedoingtome?Theycontinuetweaking

andthesongfinallyends.Theygobacktotheir

seatsandIexcusemyselftogototherestroom.

Mydickissohardthatithurts.Istayanother2

minutesinthebathroomdoingbreathingexercises

likeawomanonlabour.Thedoorquicklyopensand

mybackisturnedagainstitsoIcan’tseewhois

entering.

Voice:“hulpdaarmeenodig?(Needhelpwiththat?)”

nomatterwhatthatisThandeka’svoice.I

immediatelyfreeze.Shecomestostandinfrontof

me.Shekneelsbeforemeandslowlyunbucklesmy

belt,pullsdownmyjeanstogetherwithmybriefs.

Sheissmirkingatme.Shegrabsmydickrubbingit

withhersofthands.Iresisttheurgetogroanout

loud.MoyakaThixo,Moyaovunguzayo,ingenzani

lengane?

Her:“MnguniJuniorain’tbehavingneh?”beforeI



cananswersshelickstheheadandgivemethe

mostpowerfulmindblowingheadIhaveever

receiveinmylife.Sheswallowsmycumandstands

up.“GladIcouldhelpyouwiththat.”Shewinksat

meherphoneringsandshequicklyrushesoutof

thebathroomleavingdumbstruck.Whatthefuck

justhappened?WasIdreamingordidthatreally

occur?

Iquicklyputbackmybriefsandjeans,washmy

handsandheadbacktotheothers.

NARRATED

Everybodycontinuesdancingandhavingfunallthe

way.Sizwekeepsthinkinganddriftingoffaboutthe

momenthehadwithThandekaintherestroom.

SomakeepswishingtohaveThandekaunderneath

her,heisremindedofthegoodtimetheyhadin

CapeTownandherbeingthissexymakesthings

evenmoredifficult.Alltheothercouplesarehaving

andsomearealreadywasted.BlackCoffeedoes

histhingandafterheisfinishedtheotherartists



alsoperform.

SamthingSowetoperformsLotto,VuyodragsLwah

tothedanceflooranddancesforherwhilealso

singingforher.Theothercouplesarebusyhyping

themandtakinglivevideosandpictures.Lwah

keepsblushinganddancingalongwithherman.

ThandekacomesbacktotheVVIPsectiontorest.

Sheiscarryingherhandbag.Whensheis

approachingthemGuguseesthatSomahashis

eyesonherandheisnotevenblinking.Guguloses

itandstandsuptogiveThandekaonehellofaslap.

Shechucklesandturnstolookatherstraightinthe

eye.Everyoneisshockedbythis.Lwahrushesto

Thandeka’ssideinaninstantyou’darguethatshe

iswearingheels.

Gugu:“whatisgoingonbetweenyouandSomeleze?

Whyishelookingatyoulikethat?Didsomething

happenbetweenthetwoofyou?Areyouaftermy

man?”

TDK:“somanyquestionsatonce.Haveyouever

consideredbeingajournalist?”shesayscompletely



unfazedbyher.

Gugu:“Iwouldn’tbeshockedtoknowthatyouwant

himandyouareafterhim.Afterallyouarejusta

lonelypatheticgirlwhohidesbehindherriches.You

arelonelyandyouwilldielonely.”

Lwah:“everybodycalmdown.Thereisnoneedto

shoutandGuguthereisnothinggoingonbetween

ThandekaandSoma.Truthbetoldsheisavery

beautifulandsexywomansoitispossiblethat

everymanmightfindhimselflookingather.You

knowmenwithwanderingeyes.”Thandekawalks

pastGuguandGugumakesthebiggestmistake

thatshewillforeverregretinherlife.Shetriesto

pullThandeka’sweaveoffherheadandsheismet

byarevolverpointedstraightatherforehead.Damn

thatwasquick.

Thandeka:“whateveryoudo,NEVERTOUCHMY

HAIR.IREPEATNEVERTOUCHMYHAIR.Ifyoudo

thatagainyoumightnotlivetoseeChristmas.”She

staresatherwithnothingbutdarknessinhereyes.

Everyoneisshockedbythegun.SomapullGugu

whoisshakinglikealeafandherheartisbeating



sofastthatitmightactuallystop.Sherealizesthat

herpsychotictendenciesmighthavegonetoofar

thistimearound.LwandekapullsThandeka

towardstheelevator.Shetakesthegunawayfrom

her.Theygotoherofficeandinsidethereshe

nearlydestroyseverything.

Lwah:“Iguessthisain’tabouttheaffairaccusation

right?”

TDK:“Ihateitwhensomeonetouchesmyhair.You

candowhateveryouwantbutmyhairisofflimits.”

Lwah:“soisshetellingthetruthaboutyouand

Soma?”

TDK:“wefuckedinCapeTownthatnight.Notan

affairgirl.”

Lwah:“ohh,okaybutit’snotlikeyouforcedhimor

rapedhim.Youguysbothwantedit.”

TDK:“andit’snotlikeIhavebeenlustingoverhim.I

washorny,hewasthere.Onethingledtotheother

andhegavememultipleorgasms.”Theyboth

giggled.



Lwah:“butdamnthatGuguchickiscrazy.No

questionsasked.Straighttoviolence.”Theyboth

laugh.“Sohowwasit?”sheasksraisingan

eyebrowwithasmirk.

TDK:“outofthisworldnana.Thatmanknowshow

tousethattoolbetweenhislegs.I’dgivehiman

8/10”shesaysbitingherlip.

Lwah:“heisthatgoodhuh?”

TDK:“jyhetgeenideenie(youhavenoidea)”she

licksherlips.Lwahshakesherheadchuckling.

Lwah:“isheworththeslap?”

TDK:“definitelyandjusttospitethebitchImight

fuckSomaagain.Justforcontrol.”Shelicksher

lipsandtheybothlaugh.

Lwah:“Nowthatyourhornyselfiscalmlet’sgo

backtotheothers.”Thandekafixesherselfandthey

headout.

[11/21,10:28] :CHAPTER32



NARRATED

EveryonegetsinThabi’sprivatejet.Byeveryonewe

arereferringtotheStholes,theMngunisincluding

SizweandLwah’sfriends.Theywillbespendingthe

nightatSizwe’shouse.ItisChristmasEvesothey

areheadingdownforMaNdlovu’ssurpriseparty.

Everyoneissettledinandjustasthedoorcloses

thepilotseesNoluhapproachingandchuckles

shakingherhead.Noluhhopsinandfindseveryone

isbusychattingwithsomeonenexttothem.Thabi

hasherheadbowed.Sheisreadingsomethingon

hertablet.

Noluh:“¿Debovolver?(ShouldIgoback?)”Thabi

immediatelyraisesherheadandseestheloveof

herlife.Shequicklystandsupandattacksherwith



ahug.Shegivesherkissandhugsheragain.

“You’dswearyoulastsawmelastyear.”

Thabi:“Ijustdidn’trealizeImissedyouthismuch

untilIactuallysawyou.”Thegirlssay‘ncoaw’.

ThabirollshereyesandleadsNoluhtoherseat,

shealsositsdownandtheybuckleup.Thejettakes

offandonceitistheairLwandekatakesoffher

seatbeltandrestherheadonVuyo’slap.Thandeka

issittingnexttoSizwe.Sheistryingverymuchto

stayawakebutshekeepsyawning.

Sizwe:“whenwasthelasttimeyouhadquality

sleepinyourbed?”aftertheblowjobthingthey

neversaweachotherortalkedandthisisthefirst

timetheyaremeeting.

Thandeka:“Ireallydon’tknow.”

Sizwe:“whydon’tyoulayyouheadonmylap?”

Thandeka:“Idon’tsleeplikethatwhenIamnotin

mybed.”

Sizwe:“thenhowdoyousleep?”



Thandeka:“ratherIshowyou.”Shesitsonhislap,

restsherheadonhisneck,closeshereyesand

handgoesunderneathSizwe’steeandshekeeps

encirclinghisnipple.Sheissleepinglikeababy

evenherlipsarepouted.

Sizwe:“pleasestopwhatyouaredoing.Itisvery

disturbing.”Hesaysforcingthewords.

Thandeka:“leefdaarmee(livewithit).”Afterafew

momentsherbreathingshowsthatsheissleeping.

Sizwejustkeepshismouthshutandthinkabout

thegoddessontopofhim.

After2hoursofflyingtheylandandtheygotheir

separateways.ThabiandNoluhwiththeir

bodyguardsheadtoThabi’shomeandTheMngunis,

StholesandfriendsheadtoSizwe’shousebut

beforethattheygotoNandostoeatandthenhead

toSizwe’shouse.TheygetthereandfindNthabiat

thelonguewithagirland2guyslookingcozy,it

lookslikeadoubledatetypeofthing.Nthabididn’t

thinkSizweiscomingbacksoshehadherside



niggacomewithhisfriendandhisbae.Sheisfirst

shockedbutquicklyrecovers.

Nthabi:“heyhoneywhat’sgoingon?”

Sizwe:“thesearemyguests.Theywillbestaying

hereforafewdays.Theyareactuallyherefora

Christmasdinner.”

Nthabi:“whydidn’tyoutellme?”

Sizwe:“lasttimeIcheckedthiswasmyhouse.

Guysmakeyourselvescomfortableandchooseany

roomyoulikeexceptforthedoubledoorone.”

Everybodyheadtotheroomsandplacetheir

luggagethereandgetbacktothelonguetochill.

TDK:“IfeelrejuvenatedandIsowannahittheclub

tonight.”

Nolby:“howaboutwegotoCubana?Iaminthe

moodforgettingdown.”



Nthabi:“howaboutwegotoeYadiniforsome

townshipvibe?”herguestshaveleft.

Lwah:“nobodyaskedforyouropinion.”Shesaid

harshly.

Vuyo:“honeythat’sharsh.”SheignoredVuyoand

shecontinuedstaringatNthabi.

Lwah:“soyouguyswerehavingadoubledatein

mybrother’shouse?Theguts,youguyscouldn’t

evengosomewhere?ImeantherearealotofBnB’s,

lodgesandhotelinDurbanbutinsteadyouchoseto

turnmybrother’shouseintoamotel?Youbrought

anothermanintomybrother’shouse.Why?You

don’trespecthimthatmuch?”Lwahisaverycalm

personinnaturebutmesswithherlovedonesand

youwillseeasideofherthatyoudon’tknow.

Nthabi:“youdon’tknowwhatyou’retalkingabout.

Thoseweremyfriends.Idon’tdisrespectyour

brotherIlovehim.”

Lwah:“ifthetableswereturnedwillyouunderstand

that2guysand2girlsarejusthavinginnocent



drinksinyourhouse?”shekeptquietandstaredat

thefloor.“IfheisnotgoingtosayitthenIwill.Pack

yourbagsandleavemybrother’shouse.Itispretty

clearthatyouguysnolongerloveeachotherso

whyareyoustillhere?”silencespreadouttheentire

house.“Bhutiwhyisshestillstayinghere?”

Sizwe:“Idon’tknow.”

Lwah:“wellyouhaveahomeandIamsureyour

familyismissingyou.Afterallit’sthefestive

season,everybodyiswiththeirlovedonesreceiving

thelove.”

Nthabi:“Mngunicanwetalk?”

Sizwe:“sure.”Theyexitedthelongue.

Nolby:“damnthatwasintense.”

Vuyo:“didyouhavetobethatharsh?”

Lwah:“ifyouweretofindNolby,Steven,another

guyyoudon’tknowinyourhouseandIyou’dsmile

andjoinusandbemerrier?”Vuyodoesn’trespond.

“Thoughtasmuch.”



TDK:“akuliwaMaMnguni,yehlisaumoya(nooneis

fighting,calmdown).”

Lwah:“somepeoplejusthaveawayofupsetting

you.”Shestandsupandheadtothekitchentoget

herselfwine.

LONDEKA

TodayistheedayIhavebeenwaitingfor,forthe

pastfewdays.Mom’sfriendMamCebisiletookher

outforaspaday.Thentheywillgotoaboutique

andCebisilewillpicktheexactoutfitfortheparty

andmakeherwearit.Theywillalsogotoamake-

upartist.Ijusthopeshewon’tfigurethisout.The

tentwasputupinthemorningsoonaftermomleft.

Thedécorisalreadydonefinished,thesepeopleare

superfast.Thecateringcompanyhavestarted

cooking,Ithinktheyarehalfwaythrough.The

soundsystemisset.Ihiredalocaldeejaysothat



hecankeepusentertained.Thecoldroomwas

broughtearlyinthemorning.Itshouldbeloaded

withalcoholrightnowbutLwandekaislate.The

Godideissupposedtoarrive30minutesbeforethe

eventstartswhoisthephotographerfromGodide

MediaStudio.Ijusthopeshewon’tbelate.Only3

hoursleftbeforetheguestsstartarriving.

Lwandeka,ThandekaandNolbyshouldbehereby

now.Iwonderwhatisdelayingthem.Speakofthe

devilstheyenterthroughthefrontdoorlookinglike

supermodels,theyarewiththetwinsandtheguys.

Thetwinsheadtotheirrooms.

Me:“IalmostthoughtyoureturnedtoSandton.”

Lwah:“hahafunny.Here”Shehandsmemyoutfit.

Me:“whyareyoulate?”

Thah:“honeywearewayolderthanyoutobe

questioningus.”Ouch.“Justkidding,wewentto

Cubanababesanditwaslit.Weonlygotbackat4

am.”

Me:“wishIwereyou.”



Thah:“relax,soonyouwillbejustlikeus.”

Nolby:“iseverythingset?”

Me:“yeahthecateringcompanyisfinishing

cooking.Ohhthebooze,whereisit?”

Sizwe:“inthecars.”

Me:“pleasegoloaditinthecoldroomintheback

yard.”Ihandhimthekeysandtheguysexitthe

room.

Lwah:“hasthecakebeenfetched?”

Me:“youcangofetchthem.Hereisthereceipt.”I

handittoher.Shelooksatit.Andheadsout.

Thah:“whatcanwehelpwith?”Ileadthemoutside

carryingoutabox.

Me:“Iforgottotellthedécorpeopletoputupthe

menusandprogramsinthetablessowecando

thatnow.”Westartplacingthemandafewminutes

laterwearedone.

NARRATED



**SamthingSoweto-HappyBirthday**

#PartyTime

Everybodyiswaitingatthebackyardfor

NokukhanyaMngunitoarrive.Cebisiletexts

Londekatellingherthatthereare5minutesaway.

Thecolleagues,theMngunis,theNdlovus,the

neighborsareallhere.Everybodyislookingelegant

andtheyrespectedthetheme.

Lwandeka:“yououtdoneyourselflittleone.Iam

proudofyou.”Shesayssidehugginghersister.

Sizwe:“IwasnotexpectingthiselegancyLolo.You

areaprofessionalatthis.Mymoneydidnotgoto

waste.IamalsoproudofyouandIvolunteertopay

foryourfeesnextonthiscourseyouwannastudy.”

Hehugsher.

Londy:“thankyoubhutiandIloveyou.”



Thetwinsrushestowhereeverybodywas.“They

arehere.”Theybothsay.Everybodykeepsquiet

andwhenNokukhanyaappearswithCebisile

everyonechants“SURPRISE!”andtheysing

“HAPPYBIRTHDAYTOYOU,HAPPYBIRTHDAYTO

YOU,HAPPYBIRTHDAYDR.MNGUNI,HAPPY

BIRTHDAYTOYOU.”Sheisdumbstruckand

doesn’tknowwhattodonext.Tearsflowfreely

downhercheeksandherkidsgotohertoengulf

herwithhugs.Everybodyisemotionalandthe

photographercapturesallthesespecialmoments.

Thekidsleadtheirqueentohertableandshesits

down.Everybodytooktheirseats.NolbyistheMC

fortheday.

Nolby:“eveningandwelcometoMamaBear’s46th

birthday.Wowyousoyoungandfresh.It’strue

whattheysay,blackdon’tcrack.”Everyonelaughs.

“ThenameisNolubabaloJama.Iamafriendof

MaNdlovu’sfirstborn.ImetMaNdlovuduring

Easterholidayswhenweweredoingourfirstyear

atUnizuluwithLwah.Shewelcomedmeather



homeandshowedmesomuchlove.Sheisvery

kindandIhopeGodmultipliesheryearsonearth.

Happybirthdaymama.”Sheblowsherakissand

shecatchesitandputsitonherbraandeveryone

laughs.“Pleasefeelfreeandthosewhoare

speakers2minutesguys,sijaheukunxilathina.”

Theyalllaughagain.

Thestartersareserved.Thespeakersstart

speakingsayinglovelythingsabouther.Thetwins

alsospeaksoadorablyandsofondlyoftheir

mother.Themaincourseisserved.Itistimefor

Lwandekatospeak.ShesingsKidXfeaturingThee

Legacy-Mamaandthewomenululatewhilethe

menwhistle.MaNdlovuisacryingmess.Shestarts

speaking.

Lwah:“wowukhulileMaNdlovu.Youhavebeenthe

bestparentanychildcaneveraskfor.Whendad

diedIwasoldenough.Youneverneglectedusin

anyway.Youtriedwithyouralltofillvoidsinour



heartsandyousucceeded.Whenoneofuswere

sickyou’ddoanythingforus.Iadmireyourstrength.

Youdidn’tputyourdreamsonholdforus.You

workedhardtobewhereyouandalsoworkedhard

inraisingyourlittlehumans.Youaremyrolemodel.

TherearesomanythingsIwishtosaybutIamout

ofwords.IamsoproudtobeyourdaughterandI

loveyoumom.”Theyhuggedandshedafewtears.

“BeforeIforget,BhutiSizweandImayhave

contributedfinanciallybutthisisallLondeka.She

madeallthispossiblesothankyoulittlesister.She

coordinatedthiswholeeventinsuchashortnotice

andmadeitasuccess.Youhavemademeproud.

EverybodyatoasttoLondeka.”Sheraisesherglass

andeverybodytoast.ItistimeforNokukhanyato

sayavoteofthankssoshestandsuplooking

stunninginawhiteoneshoulderkneelength

bodycondresswithagoldfigurebeltandbeautiful

goldpointedcourtheels.Herjewelryisgold.She

lookslikeaGreekGoddess.



Nokukhanya:“whenIwokeuptodayIwaslikethis

isthefirstbirthdayI’dspendwithoutmykidsever

sincetheywereborn.Itbecameworsewhenthey

didn’twishmeahappybirthdayoverthephone.

LittledidIknowthatIwouldbedumbstruckatthe

endoftheday.Ijustwannathankeveryonewho

cametocelebratewithmetoday.Thankyoufor

leavingyourfamiliesandcommitmentforme.I

knowtodaythatIamimportantinyourhearts.

Thankstomykidsforthis,IreallyappreciateitandI

loveyouall.AndLondekababythisisverybeautiful.

Iamsoproudofyou.”Herkidsstandsupandhugs

her.

Everybodygiveherthegiftsandthekidstakethem

inside.Manyoftheguestsleavebecausetheparty

isover.TheNdlovusandtheMngunisdon’tleave.

Theygoinsidethehousetositatthelongue,justto

bondasin-laws.

LWANDEKA



Iamsogladthepartyisover,theseheelsarekilling

me.HereIamaccompanyingmybaetothecar.

TheywillbesleepingatSizwe’sandtheyare

leavingtomorrowafternoon.MinaIthinkImight

headbackthedayaftertomorrow.Iamsoglad

abouttheattendancefromtheguests.Ihonestly

thoughtveryfewpeoplewillshowupsinceitisa

familyholidaybuttheyamazedme.Wegettothe

car,heleansbythedoorandpullsmetohimbymy

waist,embracingme.

Me:“whataday.”

Him:“didItellyouhowbeautifulyoulooktoday?”I

shakemyheadno.“Wellyouaresuper-hot,

beautiful,gorgeousfutureMrs.Sithole.”Iblushand

lookathimstraightintheeyes.

Me:“wellyoualsolookhandsomemylove.”He

smiles.

Him:“thankyoumysweetrose.Imissyoualready.

Doyoureallyhavetoleaveonthe27th?Aren’tyou

goingtomissme?”hesulks.



Me:“emotionalblackmailandsulkingdoesnotsuit

youmylove.Bye.”Iperkhislipsandturntohead

backinside.HespanksmeandIgasp.Iturnmy

headandlookathimwithmyintimidatingeye.He

justbiteshislowerlipandwinksatme.GoshwhatI

amgoingtodowithhim?

Igetinsidetheloungeandeveryoneistalkingso

loud,yohthefamisdrunk.Igotothekitchenand

findBabomdaladrinkinghiswhiskey.Iquicklyturn

backhopinghedidn’tseeme.Heisavery

observantmanandIamprettysurehehasalotof

questions.

Baba:“MafungwasewakoMnguni.”Shithesawme.

Ilovethewayhecallsme.Iamthefirstdaughterin

ourgeneration,alltheotherdaughtersfollowme.I

turntolookathimwithaColgatesmileplasteredon

myface.Igoandhughimthenopenthefridgeto

takeoutbottledwater.

Me:“areyoufinebaba?”



Baba:“wearefinendodakazi.Weareverygladfor

thepartyyoumadeforumakoti.Wegettomeetata

merryoccasionnotasadone.”

Me:“ayyitwasnothingbaba.”

Baba:“thatmeansyouarewelloffnow

Nkosazana?”

Me:“ayynobaba,Icontributedverylittle,Bhuti

Sizwecontributedalot.”

Baba:“sowhereisthatboyyouwereshowingout

from?”thenervebaba.Callingamanthathasan8

inchdickaboy,yoh.InthatverymomentUncle

Bonganigetsinthekitchen.Heisverystrictand

veryintimidating.Theybothare.

Uncle:“I’dalsoliketoknow.IthinkIsawalittlebit

ofhimatThabani’sfuneralbutyoureallydidn’tstay

long.Istilldon’tknowthereasonfordisrespecting

youruncle’smemorylikethat.Youdidn’teven

bothershowingupatMakoti’sfuneral.”

Me:“ThabanirapedmeandLondekamanytimes

andhiswifethoughtwedeservedit.Soexcuseme

fornotpayingmyrespectsbutIdespisedthemand



Istilldo.”ThisisaverytouchysubjectformebutI

hatethatpeoplethinkthatThabaniwassomekind

ofasaintorsomething.

Uncle:“whydidn’tyoutellthefamily?”

Me:“likeyouweregoingtobelieveus.Ireallydon’t

liketotalkaboutthis.”Babomdaladoesn’tsay

anythingbutpullsmetohisembraceandbrushes

myback.Itwaslikeheisopeningthetapfortears,

theyjustflow.

Baba:“youmusthealandmoveonwithyourlife.

Thewayyouaretalkingaboutthistellsmeyou

haven’thealed.IfThabaniwasstillaliveI’dputa

bulletonhisforehead.Iloveyouandjustknowthat

Iwillalwaysbethereforyouwhenyouneedme.”

Thisisthe5thtimehehaseversaidhelovesme

eversinceIwasborn.UncleBonganibowshishead.

Uncle:“Iamsorrymshana.Wehavetocleanseyou

sothatyoucangetridofallthehatredinsideyou.It

isnotgoodforyouandifnotgottenridofyoumight

endupbeingabitterpersonandlashouton

everyonenearyou.”Inodmyheadandhughim.I



wipemytears.Momgetsinandfindsusina

sombermood.

Mom:“everythingokayinhere?”

Uncle:“wewilltalktomorrowsisi.Todayisstillyour

dayandyouhavetobehappy.Youaregettingold,

don’tyouthinkyoushouldre-marry?”hesure

knowshowtochangeasubject.

Baba:“IamstillhereNdlovu.”Unclechucklesand

momgiggles.

Uncle:“what?It’snotlikeyouaregoingtomakeher

your4thwife.”

Baba:“IthinkImightjustdothat,keepingitinthe

family.”Hesaysjokingly.

MomandMe:“HHAYBO!”weexclaimandweall

laugh.

Weallheadbacktothediningroomandchillwith

otherfamilymembers.Theenvironmentissonice,

therearenoargumentsorsillyfamilymeetings.



[11/21,10:28] :CHAPTER33

LUVUYO

IamlayingonthebedinSizwe’sguestbedroom.I

mustsayhehasanicecrib.Iamthinkingaboutmy

family.SeeingLwandekawithherfamilymademe

thinkaboutthem.WemightnotseeeyetoeyebutI

willneedthemsothattheycannegotiateforme

andbethereformeinthetraditionalceremonies.I

mayhatethembutIamaverytraditionalmansoI

knowthatatraditionalweddingwillhavetotake

placeinBarklyWest.Iwillneedtheirsupport.

MyfatherwasaproudZulumansohepracticed

Zulucustomsandinstilledtheminus.Mymother

wasXhosahencethenameLuvuyo,shewasthe

onewhonamedme.WegrewupinanAfrikaans



environmentandourschoolsAfrikaanswasthe

HomeLanguagehenceusspeakingit.Webornand

raisedthere.MostStholefamilymemberslivethere,

evenourgrandparentslivedtherebuttheyhada

homeinPMBwhereourfathergrewupat.Ileftmy

parents’housetolookforajobandstudyinJHB,

whenIleftUncleandhiswifewerestayingthereso

Iwonderwhostaystherenowandhowitis.Maybe

it’stimewegotback.IwasstillinmythoughtsI

didn’thearThandekagettinginandlayingbesides

me.

Her:“watdinkjy?(Whatareyouthinkingabout?)”

Me:“tuis,tuissoosinBarklyWest.Wiedinkjybly

noudaarendinkjyisdiehuisnogin‘ngoeie

toestand?(Home,homeasinBarklyWest.Whodo

youthinkstaystherenowanddoyouthinkthe

houseisstillinagoodcondition?”

Her:“uncle’swifeandhertwokidsstaythere.Last

timeIcheckedthehousewasn’tinagoodcondition.

Whythesuddeninterest?”



Me:“thatisourchildhoodhomeandweshouldn’t

haveabandonedit.AndIwasthinkingofmyfuture

withLwandeka.Atsomepointwewillhavetogo

backthere.”

Her:“asmuchastheyweremanygoodmemories

thereforme,thebadmemoriessuppressesthem.If

weweretogobackwewoulddemolishthehouse

andbuildanewoneinthesameplace.”Wenever

reallytalkedaboutuncleSkhumbarapingher.I

didn’twanthertorelivethatpastordealbutIcan

seethatshehasn’thealed.

Me:“soundlikeasolution.Sowherewoulduncle’s

wifego?”

Her:“Idon’tknowandIdon’tcare.”

Me:“youknowthatIamhereforyouifyouwanna

talkorreleasethatangerinsideyou.”

Her:“yeahIknow.”

Me:“okaywewillgonextmonththen.”Shedidn’t

sayanythingandIalsokeptquiet.Wejustlaidin

bedandletcomfortablesilencestretchthroughout

theroom.Shefinallyspoke.



Her:“IamhappyforyouandIknowforsurethat

youguyswilltreateachothergoodandrespect

eachother.Iloveyoubigbro.”

Me:“Iloveyoutoolilsis.”ShecuddledmeandI

kissedherforehead.

LWANDEKA

ItwasalreadymorninganduncleBonganisaidthe

elderswillcomeandspeakaboutthecleansing

ceremony,frombothfamilies.Iwokeup,tooka

shower,gotdressedandwenttothekitchen.I

foundmomdrinkingcoffeeandLondekapreparing

breakfast.Igreetedthemandsatdownonthebar

stool.

Me:“greatyouareallhere.Momweneedtotalk.”

Shelookedatmesuspiciously.

Her:“whathaveIdone?”

Me:“nothing,it’sjustthat…Londekahassomething

tosay.”HereyestravelledfrommetoLondeka.She



gaveherthe‘talk’look.

Londy:“mom,IwannastudyEventsPlanningand

ManagementinSandton.AsyousawthejobIdidat

yourpartyIwannadoitfortherestofmylife.Ihate

teachingmama.Pleaseallowmetodothis.Iam

beggingyoumom.”

Mom:“whyareyoubeggingthismuch?WhosaidI

willdenyyouifyouasknicely?Isawyourworkand

Ihavenoprobleminyoupursuingacareerinthat.”

Me:“justlikethat?”

Mom:“justlikehow?”

Me:“youletheroffthehook.Noultimatums.No

tantrums.Wowmom.”

Mom:“youareadeputyparent.Youareboundto

receivetoughlove.Livewithit.”Londekalaughs.

Itellmomwhatwentdowninthekitchenyesterday

toprepareherforwhatmighthappentoday.She

finishesbreakfastandwealleatincludingthetwins.

Theeldersarrivesandweallsitatthelounge.



Londekaservesthemrefreshments.Fromthe

MngunifamilyitisBabomdala;Sizwe’sdad

MuziwokuthulaandauntThembelihle.Fromthe

NdlovufamilyitisuncleBongani,uncleNsikaand

NcaneLindiweSizwe’smom.

Mom:“beforeweinterrogatethekidsIwouldliketo

statethereasonforthismeetingandpleasedon’t

attackmychildren.WhenmyhusbandandIusedto

workinPMBThabaniandhiswifetookcareofmy

kids.TheyvolunteeredsoIcouldn’tturnthemdown.

LittledidIknowthatIleftmykidswithamonster?

Heabusedmykidsphysicallyandsexually.You

canimaginehowoldthetwinswerewhenhelived

here.Heusedtobeatthemup.Herapedmyolder

daughtersandwhentheytoldhiswifeshesaidthe

askedforit.Hethreatenedtokillthetwinsshould

mygirlstelltheirfather.Thatwasthereasonwhy

theyneverstuckaroundatThabani’sfuneraland

neverbotheredtoshowupathiswife’sfuneral.”



Lindiwe:“thisthinghappenedagesago.Whyarewe

eventalkingaboutit?Whoknows?Maybeitisjust

anexcuseyoukidsdecidedtocomeupwithto

paintmybrotherasthebadguy.”WowInever

expectedthatfromher.“Let’sjustletthedeadrest

andtheirshenanigansandwe,theliving,carryon

withourlives.”AuntThembelihlechuckledand

shookherhead.Sheisaprophetoraseer,

somewherebetweenthoselines.Shelivesin

eSwatiniKwaManziniwheremygreatgrandparents

lived.Shejustisolatedherselffromallthefamily

dramaandstucktotheroots.

Thembelihle:“wellyourbrotherwillnotrestin

peace.Heisalreadyroamingaroundlikeaheadless

chicken.Hissoulisrestless.Untilthekidsactually

forgivehimthenhewon’trestinpeace.”

Londeka:“youknewaboutthisanti?”

Thembelihle:“nobuttheancestorsshonesome

lightthismorning.”Everybodywentsilent.

Babomdala:“Kumelenizogezaamagcekeakwa



MnguningokwenziwaumnewenufuthiKumele

nishwelezekwabaphansi.”

Bongani:“ngiyacabangafuthukuthKumele

simshwelezeleumfowethuemadloziniakwaNdlovu,

siceleushwelekubabanomamangomonakalo

owenziwekubazukulubabo.Kushukuthikudingeka

imisebenziemibili.”

Nsika:“siyaxolisakakhulubashanangokwenzeka

kini.Ukubesasazingabesasiyoyinqandayonke

lento.”

Me:“it’sfinemalume.Itisallinthepast.”

Thembelihle:“itisnotfinebecauseallofyouare

stillharboringhatredinyourhearts.Noonewill

forcetheseceremoniesdownyourthroat.Doing

themwithoutyourforgivenesswillbepointlessand

awasteofmoney.Youfirstneedtohealthenwe

willtalkaboutthem.Youneedtherapy.Bothyou

andyoursister.Thetwinsarestillyoungsothey

caneasilyforgiveThabani.Butyouguysneed

professionalhelp.Theceremoniesarejusta



formalitytoappeasetheancestorsbutyourhealing

ismoreimportant.Inthemeantimebothfamilies

mustprepareforthem.”

Me:“Thandekafoundagreattherapistforussoyou

don’tneedtoworryaboutthat.”

Bongani:“whatisitthatisexactlyneeded?What

shouldwebuy?”

Thembelihle:“theNdlovusareresponsibleforthis

sotheymustbuy3goats,onethatwillbe

slaughteredintheNdlovuhomestead,anotherthat

willcleansethishouseandthelastonethatwill

cleansetheMngunihomestead.Theseceremonies

mustbedoneinoneweekendsotheNdlovu

ceremonycanstartonFridayandtheMnguni

ceremonymaytakeplaceonSaturday.”

Lindiwe:“somanygoats,whowillpayforthem?”

sheaskedcheekily,suchnerve,ukhuluma

umathandaphambikwendodayakhe.

Me:“ifmoneywillbeaproblemthenIwillgladly

payforthegoats.AsmuchasIhateThabani,Idon’t



wanthimtotormentme.”

Nsika:“khululekamshana,wewilltakecareofthe

costs.Afterallhewasourbrother.Don’tworry.And

Lindiweyoucan’tevenbehaveyourselfinfrontof

osbali?”heshakeshishead.

Muzi:“ukubeuhlaleekhayanjewangazolokhu

ubangaidramaLanangobanovolwakho

alubalulekanga.”Youcantellabouthistonethathe

isprettyannoyed.

Babomdala:“sesiyozwanganikebashanaumaseni

ready.”

Themeetingadjournsandweservethemboma7

colors.Noonecooked,it’sjustleftoversfromthe

party.AftertheyaredoneeatingLondyandItake

thedishestothekitchen.Wearebusywashing

themwhenauntThembelihlegetsin.Igrabadish

clothtowipemyhandsandhugher.

Me:“thankyouforcomingtomom’sparty.Iam



verysorryfortheshortnotice.Itwasanideathat

justpoopedupbutIamsohappythatyouhonored

theinvite.”SeeauntThembelihleandIarevery

close.Ilovehersomuch.It’sjustthatshestaysso

far.

Thembelihle:“IamgladIcame,Icouldn’tmissitfor

theworldandImissedmyfavoritenieces.Lolocan

youpleaseexcuseus?”sheexitsthekitchen.Oh

boyIamabouttoreceivealecture.

Me:“okayoutwithitaunty.”Shelaughs.

Thembelihle:“amIthatpredictable?”

Me:“youthink?”shelaughsagain.

Thembelihle:“okay,okay.Iamhappythatyou

foundlove,youdeserveit.Justholdontohimand

neverletgo.Heisyouronlychanceoftruelove.He

isyoursoulmate.Youwillencounterchallenges

alongthewaybutneverforgetthathewilldiefor

youandyouthesame.”Iamnotsurprisedhe

knowsaboutVuyoandIamgladthatheismysoul

mate.

Me:“pleasedon’ttellmyfathersabouthim.”



Thembelihle:“theyalreadyknow.”OwGod.Icover

myfacewithmyhands.“ButrelaxItoldthemnotto

pryandwaitforyoutointroducehimtothem.I

mustsayheishandsome.”Igiggle.

Me:“ngiyambongelaanti.”Shetellsmeabouthow

heryoungestdaughterfellpregnantfortheir

marriedneighborandhowshegotalashfromthe

wife.YohsomuchdramaeSwatini.IthinkImight

justvisit.Timecomesforthemtoleaveandwebid

farewelltothem.Mymomtakeoutwinefromher

roomandsheislike“finally”andwelaughather.

ThefollowingdayLondekaandIheadbackto

Sandton.Londekahassomuchluggageyou’d

swearsheisnotcomingback.Momisvery

emotionalbutknowingthatIwillbetheretoguard

hermadeherheartbeatease.Sheprayedsohard

andshesaidshewassohappythatherdaughteris

chasingherdreamandwon’tblameherinthe

futureformeddlingwithhercareer.BecauseIfailed

togetajobIwillsavemoneyandbuyafarm.I

wannabeafarmmanager.Yeahmyfashionstyle



contradictsmypassionbutit’swhoIam.Ilove

nature,livingonthecountrysidewherethereisn’t

somuchnoiselikeinthecity.

.

.

.

.

Pleaselike,commentandshare

[11/21,10:28] :CHAPTER34

LUVUYO

Iknowthatmygirlfriendlovesfarming,eventhough

shemightlookallglamorousbutshehaspassion

whenitcomestoagriculture.Iknowshewon’t

enjoymanagingtheclubasmuchasshewould



enjoymanagingafarm.Ithasbeen2dayssince

shecamebackfromhomeandIwantthisgiftIam

preparingforhertobeaNewYear’sgift.NowSoma

andIaredrivingtoKrugersdorp.Wearemeetingup

withanestateagentandgoingtoviewafewfarms

there.

Him:“maraJobeusifakelaIpressure.”Ilaugh.

Me:“whatdidIdo?”

Him:“dudenormalboyfriendsbuttheirgirlfriends’

cars,tripstoDubai,shoppingspreevoucher.Thisis

awholenewlevel.Afarm,awholefarm?!”

Me:“Iknowthatshemightappreciateacaranda

tripoverseasbutthisismorevaluableandthetitle

deedwillbeunderhername.Iwannadothis,to

fulfilherdream.IlovethatgirlSomaandthereis

nothingIwouldn’tdoforher.”DamnIlovethat

womanandIknowthatshealsolovesme.

Him:“youarelucky.AfterthisGuguwillsurelybe

comparingmeandyou.Shewillbecomplaining

nonstop.”



Me:“Iforgottoaskyou.Whatwasthatdramaabout

atAlloy?Didyoushagmysister?”

Him:“IamsorryJobe,wewerebothdrunk.One

thingledtotheother.ItonlyhappenedonceinCape

Town.”

Me:“IhavenoproblemwithyoucheatingonGugu

becauseyourrelationshipisdoomed,Idon’teven

knowwhyyoustillwithherbutpleasedon’tinclude

mysister.Iresearchedabouther.AfterIsawherat

Khwezi’sfuneralIdiscoveredthatsheisThe

Lionessandsheisthebaddestchickinthegame.

ShemightsnapandkillGuguforprovokingherso

pleasedon’tdothatagain.WhatyousawatAlloy

wasnothing.”

Him:“IpromiseIwon’t.”

Wearrivedatourdestinationandwegotoutofthe

car.Theagentwasalreadystandingoutsidethe

gate.Weviewsabout3farmsandIlovedthe2nd

onebecauseithasabigfarmhouseandhugeland.

Thereisalsoplantationoffruits.Thefarmisvery



muchalive.Don’taskmehowmuchitcostbecause

youwillhaveaheartattack.Ifshewantlivestock

shewillalsogetthembecausethereissomuch

spacehere.Shecanevenextendthehouseorbuild

anotheronejustforcontrol.Thisplacealsohave

flatswheretheemployeeslive.Ifinalizeeverything

withtheagentandweheadtoAlloy.Wegetthere

andheadinside.

Soma:“aclubinEastLondonisforsale.Theowner

isapparentlybrokesoheisselling.Thereisno

fixedprice.Heisjustwaitingforsomeonewhowill

makeagreatofferthensellit.”

Me:“IhavebeencravingEasternCapeforavery

longtime.Checkeverythingaboutandifit’sina

goodconditiontheybuyitforme.Ifyoumanageto

buyitIwillrewardyou.”IseeLwandekaservinga

customer.Herbackisonmesowhenshetakesoff

Irushtoherandholdherfrombehind.Shebrings

herhandbehindandbrushesmyheadgently.She

gigglesandthatmakesmesofuckinhappy.This

womanismyeverything.



Her:“ifyoudon’ttakeyourhandsoffmeyouwillget

mefired.”Shesaysherhandstillonmyhead.

Me:“ifyouwereafraidaboutgettingfiredyourhand

wouldn’tbewhereitisnow.”Shegigglesandturns.

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmyneck,pullsmeand

kissesmesoftly.Irespondtothekissanddeepenit.

Shebreaksitandstaresatme.

Her:“Iloveyoumyknight.”

Me:“Iloveyoutoomyprincess.”

Her:“nowcanIpleasegetbacktowork?”

Me:“sure,seeyouafterwork.”Shegoestothe

kitchen,SomaandIproceedtomyoffice.

.

.

.

LONDEKA

LindyandIarewindowshoppingattheMallof

AfricaafterbuyingherlateChristmasgiftwhen



suddenlyalittlehumanbumpsintomeandfalls

downonherbutt.Iquicklypickherupexpectingher

tocry.Sheactuallydoestheopposite,shegiggles

causingmetosmile.Kidsaresoadorable.

Me:“helloprincess,whatisyourname?”

Littleone:“mynameisNancy.”

Me:“okayprincessNancy,whereisyourmom?You

aretooyoungtobewanderingaround.Whatifbad

menstealyou?”

Nancy:“mymomwenttoheaven.Iam10butdad

saysIam5.Andnobodywillstealmebecausehe

protectsme.”Ncoaw.Ifeelforher.

“NancyItoldyounevertorun.Looknowyouare

disturbingthesebeautifulladiesintheirjourney.”A

boldvoicesaysbehindme.Hellothere.

Nancy:“butdaddyIdidn’tdisturbthem.DidI

aunty?”sheasksherbeautifuleyesdartingfromme

toLindy.

Lindy:“ofcourseyoudidn’tprincess.Youareso



beautiful.MynameisLindyandthisisLondy.”

Nancy:“auntLindyandauntLondy,yournames

soundthesame.Areyouguysrelated?”

Lindy:“nobutwearebestfriends.”Thedadclears

histhroat.Damnhisisasexyspecie.Hislipsow

God.

Him:“owwwherearemymanners?IamZweliDube

andmissyhereismydaughter.”Mypussyislike

Elimthente.

Me:“itwasnicemeetingyouprincess.

Unfortunatelywehavetoleave.Wearesuper

hungrysowearerushingtoSpurforlunch.”Itry

puttingherdownbutsheclingsonme.Herdad

frowns.

Zweli:“that’sodd.Shehasneverbeenthisopenor

clingytostrangers.”

Nancy:“daddyIamalsohungryandyousaidwe

aregoingtoeat.CanwealsogotoSpur?”herdad

agreesandweallheadtoSpur.Wegetthereandsit

down,MissNancyonmylap.Weorderthenwaitfor

ourfood.



Me:“princesswhydon’tyougototheplayareaso

thatyoucanplaywithotherkids?”

Nancy:“okay.”Sherunstotheplayarea.

Zweli:“sowhatdoyouguysdoforaliving?”

Lindy:“IamdoingBedatUnizulu.”

Me:“IamalsodoingB…”LindyandIlaugh.“Old

habits.IwasdoingBEdthisyearbutnextyearIwill

bedoingeventManagementcertificateatDamelin.

It’smypassion.Iloveplanningeventsandnotto

blowmyownhornbutIamsodamngoodatdoing

myjob.”

Zweli:“really?”heraiseshiseyebrowwithan

amusedexpression.Itakemyphoneandscroll

downtothegallery.Ireachmama’spartyphotos.

Me:“Iwillletmyworkspeakforitself.”Ipasshim

myphone.Heviewsthepicturesandhis

expression…priceless.ExactlywhatIwaslooking

for.Hehandmebackmyphonewithasmileonhis

face.



Zweli:“Iamimpressed.”

Lindy:“sowhatdoyoudo?”

Zweli:“IamtheCEOofMthenteHoldings.”

Lindy:“owwowmydadworksthere.”

Zweli:“smallworld.”

Thefoodarrives,hegoestofetchtheprincess,

comesbackandweeatwhilehavingalight

conversation.Heisreallyacoolguy.Wefinish

eatingandwaitfordesert.Myphoneringsandthe

callerismysister.Ianswer.

Me:“bigcc”

Her:“littleoneyoudonewithyourshopping?Iam

knockingoffandIthoughtyoumightneedaride.”

Me:“Don’tworry,Iwilluberbackhome.”

Her:“pleasebuymerainbowcakefromWoolies.”

Me:“butsisiIdon’thavemoney.”Lindylaughs.She



knowsIhaveabout20kinmyaccount.BhutiSizwe

wentoverboardwithhiscontributiontotheparty

andthereisahugechange.Shechuckles.

Her“IknowyourbrokevoiceandrichvoicesoI

knowyouarelyingtome.”Whatthefuckisarich

voiceandbrokevoice?

Me:“youknowwhatfineIwillbuyitforyou.”

Her:“loveyou.”Shehangsup.

Lindy:“whatdoesshewant?”

Me:“rainbowcakefromWoolies.”

Nancy:“daddyIalsowantbowcakefromLilies.”

Welaughather.

ZwelisettlesthebillandwegotoWoolies,webuy

thecakesandheadoutafterubering.Wesay

goodbyetotheDubeGreekGodandprincess.We

don’texchangenumbersbutIamsureifGodwant

ustomeetagainourpathswillcross.



Iarriveathomeandfindeveryonethere.Igive

Lwahthecakeandsheputsitinthefridge.Igoto

myroom,changeintocomfortableclothesand

headdown.Weallchillatthelounge.

Jobe:“haveyouappliedatDamelin?”

Me:“Ididonline.Theyacceptedme.Allthat’sleftis

toregisterinJanuary.”

Jobe:“that’sgreatandyouarereallygoodatwhat

youdo.Keepitupkiddo.”

Me:“thankyoubhuti.”

Lwah:“sohowarethepreparationsgoingforthe

NewYears’party?”

TDK:“everythingisgoingaccordingtoplan.Ihave

contactedthecelebsthatwillgraceuswiththeir

presence…”

Me:“what?!Celebs?!Youaremeaningtotellme

thattherewillbecelebshere?Iwillbebreathingthe

sameairwithfamouspeople?”

TDK:“somethinglikethat.”



Me:“sowhichcelebswillbecoming?”

TDK:“it’sasurprise.”

Me:“canIinviteLindy?”

Jobe:“yesyoucankiddo.”

Lwah:“howmanypeopleareweexpectingvele?”

TDK:“manybutdon’tworry,therewillbeamarque

inthebackyardsonjethepartywillbetherenot

insidethehouse.”

Lwah:“that’sarelief.Alsowemustlockeveryroom

exceptfortheseparatebathroom.Idon’ttrust

strangersandwhoknows,maybetherewillbe

Vuyo’sadmirerswhowillbewantingtoputkorobela

inhisroom.”Shesaysrollinghereyes,iskhwele

kudadewethubafethu.Butangimsoli,BhutiJobeis

handsomebutdefinitelynotmycupoftea.

TDK:“someoneisterritorial.”Shesaysthelaughs

afterwards

Jobe:“pleaseleaveumamekhayaalone.”Hepulls

hertohislapsandperksherlips.Shestuckher

tongueoutlookingatThandeka.



TDK:“stopbabyingher.Ifyoubabyhernowhow

worsewillyoubewhenshefallspregnant?”

Me:“weesobesivelelwe.”Shegivesmean

intimidatinglookandwealllaughather.

“Theysaidpourateaspoonbutyoupoureditall,

evenmadehimeattheplastic(thelovepotion).”

ShequicklystandsupandluckilyIcanseewhat

shewantstodosoIalsoquicklystandupandrush

outoftheroomwithbhutiJobeandThandeka

laughingtheirassesout.Iclimbthestairsquickly

andshestopsatthebottomofthestaircase

panting.SheshowsmethemiddlefingerandIjust

laughather.

.

.

.
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AtthebeginningofthisyearIwasplanningon

puttingCVsineveryrestaurant,cluborstorein

Durban.Ihadtriedmanyfarmsbuttherewasno

vacancy.Igota2monthsjobatKFCbecausea

ladyIknewwasgoingonamaternityleave.After

thatitwasquietagain.Nolbyconvincedmeto

cometoJoziandafteralotofpersuasionmom

finallyagreedformetogo.Shegavemeabout5k

whichIonlygottouseformyonenightin

Mapungubweandbuyinglunch.

Ihaveheardmanystoriesaboutgirlsbeingtaken

advantageofandsomegetdesperatetosuchan

extentthattheyresorttoprostitutionorbeing

blesses.InmycaseIwassolucky.AtfirstIwas

likethisguywilltakeadvantageofme.Itwastoo

goodtobetrue.Thefactthathewaitedforawhole



monthtofinallyaskmeoutmademehappyand

mademefeelspecial.Itshowedthathislovewas

genuineandhisintentionswerepure.Iagreewith

auntywhenshesaysthismanismysoulmate.I

neverreallybelievedinloveatfirstsightbutnowI

do.Mysavior,mysanctuary,myknight,myking,my

protector,myZuluwarriorandmylove;that’swhat

LuvuyoSitholeistome.

Stayingwithhimandhissisterhasbeennothing

butablast,butifmyfathersweretohearaboutthis

allhellwilbreakloose.SoIamthinkingofmoving

outwithLondyassoonasIsettleinmynewjob.

Ohhthereisalsothat.Ihopetheemployeesat

FestswillrespectmeandIhopewewillhavea

goodworkingrelationship.

“Thewaterisgettingcoldbabygetout.”Vuyo’s

voicebringsmebacktolife.Iaminthebathtub.He

istellingthetruththewaterisgettingcold.Iwonder

howlongIhavebeeninhere.Istandupandhe



handsmeatowel.Iwrapitaroundmybody,getout

ofthetubanddrainthewater.

Him:“whatwereyouthinkingabout?”Idrymybody

andhangthetowelonthetownhanger.

Me:“howluckyIamtohaveyouinmylife.”Ipass

himandheadtothecloset.Ilotionmybodyand

wearmymatchingunderwear.

Him:“Ireallywannatalkbutyouaredistracting

me.”Ilaughathim.

Me:“youhaveseenmenakedmultipletimes.

What’snew?”heclearshisthroat.“AnywaysIwas

sayingIamsuperluckytohaveyouinmylife.At

firstIdidn’ttrustyoubutyouprovedtomethatyour

intentionsarepure.Youhaveshoweredmewithso

muchlovethepastmonthwithoutexpecting

anythinginreturnbutloveandaffection.Iloveyou

somuchMondisaandthankyousomuchfor

choosingme.”Imoveclosertohimandhughimfor

dearlife.Heholdmetightandbreathesloudly.

Him:“I…”Iinterrupthim.



Me:“no.thereisnoneedforyoutosayanything.I

justwantedyoutohearthatIappreciateyourlove

andIwouldn’ttradeitforanythingintheworld.And

IalsowantedyoutoknowhowIfeelaboutyou

beforewestartanewyear.”

Hesmasheshislipsonmineandkissesme,I

respondtothekiss.Ourtonguesdancetoourown

tune.Webreakthekissandheplantsasoftperkon

myforehead.HeletsmegoandIcontinuedressing.

IwearamaroonshortjumpsuitandFendiflat

sandalswhichThandekaboughtformeasa

Christmasgift,nodramaticoutfittoday.Vuyowears

anavylooset-shirt,blackjeansandpumaslides.

Weheaddownstairsafterlockinghisroom.Wefind

almostallthegueststhere.EveryonegreetsJobe

andsomeofAlloyemployeesgreetme.Jobe

ushersthemoutsidetothemarque.Iheadtothein

housebarandfindLondy,Lindy,TDK,Noluh,Nolby,

Fortunate,AudreyandJudith.Weexchangehugs

andgreeting.



Nolby:“youdecidedtoletusbreathetoday?”she

sayscheckingoutmyoutfit.

Me:“lolyah,youcan’tbebreathingonlifesupport

everydaybecauseofme.”Wealllaugh.“Anyways

isn’tthereatableforusoutside?Iamsothirsty.”

Noluh:“wewerejustwaitingforyou.Let’shead

out.”Weallheadoutandgotositatourtable

outside.Theguysbusywiththemeat.Thewaiters

arebusyservingpeoplestartersandcocktails.

Me:“canwepleasestartthenightwithshots?”they

allscream.

TDK:“that’swhatIamtalkingabout.”Shesignalsa

waiterandourshotsarebroughttous.

Me:“okaylet’sallstand.”Westandup.“FirstlyI

wannasaygoodnightKhwezi,yourspiritlong

lives.”Theyallchant‘GOODNIGHTKHWEZI!’“ThenI

willliketotoasttonewfriendships,newadventures,

newbeginningsandNewYear.”Weallchant

CHEERS!Anddownourshots.Wesitdownandour

drinksareboughttous.Westartdrinkingwhile



keepingtheconversationalive.

Nolby:“yohnextyearweshoulddefinitelyhavea

roadtriptoCapeTownsponsoredbythebaes.We

needit,wedeserveit.”

Audrey:“youaretotallyright.”

TDK:“wehaveiH1heresowewon’thavetohirea

car.”

Fortunate:“whowillbewillingtodrivebecauseIam

surewewillallbewantingtodrink?”

TDK:“IamThandekaSitholeandnocopstopsa

Stholecar.”

Me:“that’ssettledthen.”Aviwecomestoourtable.

Aviwe:“canIjoinyouguys?”

TDK:“sure.”Shesits.BlackMotiontogetherwith

theircrewcomefromthefrontyardandtheypass

usandwhenwerealizeit’sthemweallscream.

TheywaveastheymaketheirwaytotheVIP

marque.

Londy:“OMGIgottotakepictureswiththemforthe

gram.”



Lindy:“metoofriend.Ican’tbelieveIamsocloseto

celebs.”

TDK:“Iwillgetthemtogoinsideaftertheir

performanceandyoucantakepictureswiththem.”

theybothscream.Vuyomakeshiswaytoourtable.

Nolby:“ayywenauyityisilelendoda.Akudlulingisho

nehourusezokubheka.Laphoyouguyscansee

eachotherfromwhereyouareseated.”Wealllaugh.

Thah:“Itoldhimthatheisbabyingher.”Whenheis

closetoourtableIstandandmeethimhalfway.

Me:“Iseverythingokaymunchie?”

Him:“yes.Ijustmissedyou.”

Me:“Iswearyouareobsessedwithme.”

Him:“doyoublameme?Imeanwhowouldn’tbe?”

Me:“pleasecontinuebraaingthemeat,someofus

areveryhungryMr.Sithole.”Hesulksandpouts.

YehheniNgavelelwaindodaendalaizenzaingane.

“OkaybabyhowaboutIaccompanyyoubacktothe

gents?”hesmiles.Guysthereissomethingwrong

withmybaetoday.Hepullsmeandwewalk



togethertowherethemeatisbeingmade.

Soma:“bossladylookinglovelyasalways.Howare

you?”

Me:“IamfineSoma.Heyguys.”Theyallgreetback.

Thabi:“sosha”Igoandhugher.

Me:“angikakhohlwanjalo.”Sherollshereyes.

Danvers:“MaMnguni.”Inearlyfallbecauseof

shock.IsweartoGodIhaveneverheardhimspeak.

Me:“youcantalk?”theyalllaugh.“OMGIthought

maybeyoucan’ttalk.Wow.”Theycontinuelaughing

atme.Ijustturnandleavethem.Iheadbacktothe

ladiestable.

Noluh:“youlooklikeyou’veseenaghost.”Isit

downanddownmycider.

Me:“IjustheardDanverstalk.”Thandekalaughs.“I

haveneverheardhimtalk.Ijustassumedhecan’t

speak.”

Thah:“hedoesn’tlikespeaking.Heisamanoffew



works.”Clearly.

ThelikesofPrinceKaybee,Leehleza,Londie

London,ShaShaandProfessorjointheparty.The

drinkskeepcoming,themusicbangingandthe

foodisserved.Iamsogladacateringcompany

washiredorelsewewouldn’thaveenjoyedthis

party.TDKtakeme,LondyandLindytotheVIP

marquetotakephotoswiththecelebs.Goshthisis

soexciting.Weeventalkwiththem.Vuyojoinsus

andIseehimshakinghandswithPrinceKaybee

andBlackMotionliketheyareoldbuddies.

Thabo(BM):“manwhenIheardyouwerehostinga

partyandthebookingyoumadeforthewholenight

Icouldn’tresist.”

PrinceKaybee:“thispartyislitandyouhaveavery

bigyardJobe.”

Jobe:“thanksman.Anywaysthisisthemadam.”

Hesayspullingmetowardshim.“Sokeepyour

eyesoffher.”Ohhgosh,Ithoughttheywillbe



offendedbuttheyjustlaugh,Itoldyoutheyare

behavinglikeoldbuddies.WeleavethemandI

headinsidetovideocallmomandthetwins.Itell

thetwinsaboutthecelebsinourpartyandthey

nearlycry.LwandoisabigfanofShaShasonje…

Thepartycontinuesandtheclockstrikes12.We

countdowntogetherandwecrossover.Every

coupleiskissingincludingmeandmybabe .The

fireworksgooff andthenthepartycontinues

until5amandmostoftheguestsleave.Someof

ourfriendsdon’tleaveandtheytakerefugeinsome

oftheguestbedrooms.VuyoandIheadtohisroom,

weshowerandwegetintobednakedbecauseitis

sohot,youguysknowsummermornings.

THANDEKA

Myphoneringswakingmeupfrommydeep

slumber.Ianswerwithoutevencheckingwhoitis.

Me:“yah”



Voice:“teefvertelmyniedatjynogslapnie(bitch

don’ttellmeyoustillsleeping).”Iquicklyrecognize

hervoice.

Me:“hoegaandit?Wieisdood?(What’sup?Who’s

dying?)”

Cleo:“it’sthe1stofJanuary.Moenievirmysêjy

hetvergeetwatophierdiedaggaannie.(Don’ttell

meyouforgotwhatgoesdownonthisday.)”

Me:“dieisnogvroegindieoggend(it’sstillearlyin

themorning).”

Cleo:“bitchit’s1pm.”Holycrap.

Me:“shit,Iamwakingup,Iamcoming,relax.”I

hangupandgetup.Yohtheheadacheistoomuch.

Iopenmydrawerandtakeoutmypainkillers.Ihead

tothebathroom,downthemthenbrushmyteeth.

AfterthatItakeacoldshower,dryandlotionmyself.

Igetdressedincamaflougepantswithblackcrop

topandblacksneakers.Iwearmy30’weaveand

putmyblackbuckethatontop.Itakemyphone,



apartmentkeys,carkeysandheaddownstairs.The

gangalwayshaveanannualraceonthe1stof

January.ThisyearIwillberacingagainstCleopatra

forthefirsttime.ShealwayswinandIalwaysdo.

Whoeverwinstakesthecaroftheloser.Allthecars

Ihavewonstayinapartment,Ihavewon4cars

sinceIjoinedthegang.Ihavearacingcar,the

NissanGT-RPhantom.Iswearthatcaralways

bringsmeluck.IfindLwandeka,LuhandLondeka

havingbrunchinthekitchen.Theyalsolooklike

theyhaverecentlywokenup.

Me:“happyNewYearguys.”Ihugthemallandmy

brotherplantsakissinmyforehead.Ialsositdown

andeat.

Lwah:“youlookfresh.Whereto?”

Me:“somewhere.Ifyouarenotbusycanyou

accompanyme?”shelooksatLuh.

Luh:“it’sfine.Ihavetocheckuponourbusinesses

today,seeifthetempsdidn’tdoanydamage.”

Londy:“notthatyouaskedbutIamgoingto



Soweto.LindyinvitedmetoapicnicatOrlando

Stadium.Therewillbeartiststhere.”

Lwah:“youshouldbebackby8pm.Infactbabyis

thereanydriverwhoisavailabletotakeherthere

andbringherback?”

Luh:“Lunganicandriveher.”IcanseethatLondyis

notpleasedaboutthedriversuggestionbutshewill

bestrongbecausehersafetycomesfirst.

WefinisheatingandLwahandIheadout.Sheis

wearingagreyT-shirtdressandgreyNikekicks.

TodayIamdrivingmyGolfR.wegettomy

apartmentandIswitchcarsthere,thenweheadout.

Lwah:“whereexactlyareweheaded?”

Me:“thegang’sannualrace.Relaxtherewon’tbe

anydanger.Iwillprotectyouandbesidesnooneis

stupidenoughtodareme.”

Lwah:“Ihavealwayswantedtorace.The

adrenalinerushwhenthespeedincreases,it’slike

youareinyourownworld.It’smoreawesomeifitis



amanualcar.Mydadtaughtmehowtodrivewitha

manualcarsoIamusedtoit.Sowhatistheprice?”

Me:“acarforacar.”

Lwah:“yoh,I’dsayletmeracebutIcan’triskyou

loosingthisbeautifulbaby.”

Me:“youdon’ttrustyourself?”

Lwah:“babesIdon’tevenknowwhoyouwillbeup

against.ForallIknowmaybeyou’dberacingwith

LettiefromFastandFurious.”Ilaughather.U

Lettieefunanilana.

Me:“IdolovemycarbutIalsoloveyouandIhave

trustinyousoIwillletyourideit.”

Lwah:“whatifIlose?”

Me:“nonegativity.”

Wegettotheracinggrounds.Theracinghas

alreadybegun.Someofthegangmembersbrought

theirpartnersheresoLwahisnottheonlyoutsider.

It’samerryoccasionandIlikethatnobodycauses

dramaafterlosing.Iparkthecarandwegetout.



Wegotowheremostpeopleareseatedand

exchangegreetings.FirstIammatchedagainst

Scar.HeisridinganAudiMisanoRS5.Heusually

ridesagusheshesoIwonderwhatchangedhis

mindtoday.

LWANDEKA

Iamsuperexcitedtobehere.It’snoteverydayIget

toseeliveracingcars.It’sactuallymyfirsttime.

Thandekawinsthefirstroundandthescarredface

guyhandsherthekeysjustlikethat.Yoh

banezibindiLabantu.Shecomesbackandhands

mehercarkeys.

Thah:“youareupnext.Youwillbegoingupagainst

theCapeTownBoss.Don’tworry,justrelaxand

enjoy.Keepwinningatthebackofyourmind.Don’t

stressaboutthecar.Icanprobablyafford10of

thosewithmybankaccount.”Talkaboutflexing.“I

willbewithyouinsidethecartocalmyournerves.”

Inodandwegetinsidethecar.Shetellmetherules



andshit.ThetimergoesoffandIstartthecar.

THANDEKA

SheisdoinggreatandIcanseethatthereisa

possibilitythatshemaywinthisrace.Cleoisriding

herfamouswhiteBentleyEXP12SPEED6E.If

LwahwinsIwillletherkeepthecar.Outoftheblue

shehitsthebrakes.Whatthefuck?!Ilookoverand

hereyesareclosed.Sheisbreathinginandout.

Weren’tshesupposedtodothisbeforetherace

began?AnywaysIkeepmymouth,Iamprettysure

sheknowswhatsheisdoing.Shecountsdownto5

andthenshestartstheengine.Thecarfliesand

passesCleomakingitseemasifshealsostopped

totakeabreath.Lwahtakesthenumberonespot.

OhhGodwhateverthatwas,itwasthebesttrickI

haveeverseen.Sheisawesome.Webothgetoutof

thecarandIattackherwithahug.Shegiggles

whilebreathingheavily.Webreakthehug.

Me:“dudewhatthefuckwasthat?”



Her:“Ithoughtofdoingsomethingnoonehasever

donebefore.WhenIstoppedthecarIamsurethe

opponentthoughtsomethingwaswrongwiththe

car.Sosherelaxedandloweredthespeednot

checkingwhetherIhavestartedthecaragainornot.

ThenIjustsurprisedherandbythetimeshepicked

upthepaceIwaslonggone.”

Me:“youareagenius.”Cleocomestous.

Cleo:“congratsL.youdidwelloutthere.”shehands

methecarkeysandIpassthemtoLwah.She

screamsandhugsmeagain.SheshakesCleo’s

hands.“Areyoustayingfortheafterparty?”

Me:“nah,Iamkaktired.Ineedtorest.Isleptat5

amtoday.”

Cleo:“understood.Seeyouwhenyouseeme.Iwill

sendtheownershippaperstomorrowmorning.”We

hugandshedisappearsintothecrowd.

Lwah:“wow.SoIownaBentley?”

Me:“somethinglikethat.”

Lwah:“whatamIgoingtotellVuyo?”



Me:“thatIboughtitforyouasaNewYear’sgift.

Technicallyit’sagiftbecauseIhandeditoverto

you.”Shegiggles.

IcallT-boneandtellhimtodrivebehindus.We

drivethe3carstomyapartment.WhenwearriveT-

boneubersbacktotheparty.ItakemyGTI,Lwah

stilldrivingherBentleyandweheadhome.Weget

insideafterparkingthecars,LwahtellsLuhthatI

boughtherthecarandwearesogladthathebuys

thestorybecausehewouldfreakiffindsoutthatI

tookLwandekatoaplacewheregangsterswere

gathered.

.
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[11/21,10:29] :CHAPTER36



TodayismyfirstdayasamanageratFests.Idon’t

evenknowwhatisrequiredofmetodo.Ialsohave

myfirsttherapysessionthisafternoon.Thisdayis

overwhelmingforme.Igetdressedinabluetight

suitandblockheels.ThewayIamsonervousI

evensleptinmyroomlastnight.VuyothoughtI

wasexaggerating.Butguysyouhavetounderstand.

Ineverstudiedmanagementorhospitalityinschool.

Itakemyhandbagandheaddownstairs.

Ifindeveryoneeatingbreakfast.Theyturnatthe

soundofmyheelsandlookatme.Outoftheblue

theytakeouttheirphonesandstarttakingpictures

ofme.GoshIlaughhidingmyfacewithmyhands.

Vuyocomestome,hugsmeandplantsasoftperk

onmylips.Iblushandlookdown.Theyallseem

readyIwonderwheretheyareheadedto.



Londy:“youlookbeautifulsisi.”Shealsocomes

andhugsmefollowedbyThandeka.Theyleadme

tothetableandIsitandeatmybreakfast.

Me:“sowhereareyouguysheadedto?Youlooking

superfly.”

Thandeka:“Iamgoingtoshowyoutheropeson

howtodoyourjob.Basicallyyouwillbefollowing

meallday.ButIamagreatmentorandIwon’tgive

youanydifficulttask.”Talkaboutblowingyourown

hornMaTha.

Vuyo:“Iamgoingtheretointroduceyoutothestaff.

Iwantthemtorespectyouandnottakeadvantage

ofyou.Iwillsetsomegroundrules.”Inod.

Londy:“wellIamgoingtherebecauseIwillbe

boredinthisbighousealone.”Wealllaugh.“AndI

willbegoingwithyoutoworkuntilIstartschoolso

njeIamyournewhandbag.”HelpmeGod.

Me:“don’tyouwishtofollowThandekaaround?”

Londy:“Iwillbefollowingbothofyouguysaround.

IwilldecideinthemorningwhoIamfollowingon

thatparticularday.”Whenarecollegesopening



guys? ♀

Wefinisheatingtheheadout.Vuyoisdrivingme

withtheRangeandThandekaisridingwithLondy

inherBMW8series.WedriveoutandVuyois

playingBlackMotion,JoyfeaturingBrendanPraise

andIsingalong.

Him:“MaMnguniomuhle.”Yohhesaysthatinhis

deepvoiceIswearImeltlikebutterinafryingpan.

Me:“Mondisawami.”Ireplylookingathim.He

quicklylooksatmeandfocusesbackontheroad.

Him:“Iwannatakeyououttomorrowevening.”

Awwthat’ssoromantic.

Me:“whereto?”Iaskexcitedly.

Him:“that’sformetoknowandforyoutofindout.”

Me:“whatkindofaplacearewegoingtosothatI

canprepareanoutfit?”

Him:“youcandressinhoweveryoulike.Youlook



goodinanythingmylove.Uyafaneleka.”Hesure

knowshowtosoftenawoman.

Me:“thankyoubabybutIhavetoprepareanoutfit.”

WecontinuetalkinguntilwearriveatFests.Weget

tothelongueandwownocustomers.“Whattime

doesFestsopen?”

Vuyo:“10am.”Wefindallthestaffthereinthe

longue.“Morningguys.ThisisMissLwandeka

Mnguni.Sheisyournewmanagerstartingfrom

today.Pleaseshowherthesamerespectandlove

youshowedThandeka.Sheisaveryaffectionate

person.Youshowherloveandrespectandshewill

showyouthesame.Ihopeyouguyswillworkwell

togetherandpleasebearwithherbecausesheis

newtothis.IfanyoneshowsherastinkyattitudeI

willnotstopherfromfiringthatperson.”

Thandeka:“Lwandekaisbasicallymytwinsowhat

youdotoherIwillknowandtrustmeIwon’tonly

firethatpersonwhomistreatsherbutIwillmake



theirlifealivinghell.Solet’sgiveheraroundof

applause.”Theyallclaptheirhands.Somecheering

‘welcomeLwandeka.’“Soisthereanythingyou’d

liketosay?”sheaskslookingatme.

Me:“Uhhheyguys.AstheyhavesaidIam

Lwandeka.Iamaverysimpleperson.Yourespect

meIrespectyou.Iamlookingforwardtoworking

withyouguys.Youmaygetbacktowork.”Theyall

headbacktotheirworkingstations.Thandeka

leadsustoheroffice.Wegetthereandsitdown.

“Affectionateperson?ReallyVuyo?”wealllaugh.

Vuyo:“wasIlying?”

Londy:“nopeunothandooluningikwesinyeisikhathi

lumfakaenkingeni.”Irollmyeyes.Somaopensthe

doorandgetsin.hegreetsusandasksforVuyo.

Heleaveswithhim.

Thandeka:“soyouwillbeusingthisofficeuntil



yoursisready.Don’tworryitwillbereadybythe

endoftheweek.Yourjobistomonitorthebehavior

oftheemployees.Keeptabsonthem.Ifsomeone

arriveslatetoworkyougivethemawarning.Ifthey

repeatthat2timesthenyoureleasethem.There

aremanyunemployedpeopleouttheresodon’t

toleratebadbehaviorfromthem.Youalso

reprimandthemiftheytreatthecustomerspoorly.

Awarningmustbegivenoutiftheemployeeisnot

remorseful.”Iamlisteningattentively.

“Youarealsoresponsibleforcomingupwithevents.

Yournegotiationskillsmustbeonpoint.Don’t

worryaboutthestock.LuhandSomaare

responsibleforthat.Cashflowandbankrelated

dutiesarealsodonebythebigtwoandpayingthe

salaries.Youaretoproducecreativepromotions.

Setupthemenustogetherwiththechefs.Youcan

comeupwithnewdishesifyoulike.Healthand

safetystandards,youmustensurethattheyare

met.Youarealsoliableforrecruiting,trainingand

schedulingthestaff.”



Me:“notedbosslady.”

Londy:“don’tworrysisIwillhelpyouwiththe

events.Sodoesshegetfreebooze?”Thandeka

chuckles.

Thandeka:“yeahfreebooze.Youarealsogoingto

orderyourlunchforfreeeverydayfromthekitchen.

Thereisawaiter,Nombuso,sheismygotogirl.

Shealwayshelpsmeout.Shewillalsohelpyouout.

Ihopeyouguyscanworktogetherinharmony.You

canofcourseappointyourselfanotherwaiterwho

willbeyourgotogirljustbecareful,noteveryoneis

whotheyseemtobe.”

Shethenhandsmeacontract,of3yearswow.The

daygoesbyfastandwell.Whentheclockstrikes3

weheadoutbecauseThandekaisdrivingmetoDr.

Lacythetherapist.Myappointmentisat3:30.

Londeka’sistomorrow.Wewillonlyseehertwicea

weekeach.WearriveatLacy’sofficeandIget

insidealone.WeexchangegreetingsandIsitdown



makingmyselfcomfortableonthecouch.

Lacy:“sotellmeaboutyourself.WhoisLwandeka

Mnguni?”

Me:“Iam23years,turning24thisyear.Iamthe

firstchildofNokukhanyaandNtokozoMnguni.I

have3siblings,Londeka,Lwandokuhleand

Landesihle.IstudiedAgriculturalSciencesatthe

UniversityofZululandandIamcurrentlyamanager

atFestsRestaurantandNightclub.Iamavery

downtoearth,kind,loving,calm,free-spirited

person.IcansayIamapeople’sperson.Vuyotold

methatIamaveryaffectionatepersonandI

actuallythinkthat’strue.”

Lacy:“sotellmeaboutagriculture.Wasit

somethingyouwantedtostudyoryoustudiedit

becauseyouonlygotafirmofferforitanddidn’t

wanttotakeagapyearsoyoufiguredwhynot

studyratherthanstayingathome?”

Me:“ithasalwaysbeenmypassion.Ilovenature.I



loveworkinginthegarden.Youshouldseemom’s

gardenbackathomeandtheoneatmy

grandparents’house.Ialsolovetakingcareofthe

livestock.WhenIusedtovisitmygrandparents,

whentheywerestillalive,I’dspendmostofmytime

withthemonthefarms.Workingwiththefarm

workersandeverything.SowhatIamtryingtosay

isagriculturewasmyfirstchoice.”Irespondwitha

widesmile.Shealsosmiles.

Lacy:“arebothyourparentsstillalive?”

Me:“nope.MyfatherdiedwhenIwas17yearsold

intaxiwars.Momisstillaliveandkicking.”

Lacy:“howdidyoufeelaboutyourfather’s

passing?”

Me:“hewasmyfirstlove.Hewasalsoavery

affectionatepersonsoIguessIinheritedthatfrom

him.Hedidn’tbelieveintoughlove.Hewouldshow

usloveeveninpublic.Whenhediedapartofme

diedwithhim.ButIsawhowbrokenmymotherand

siblingsweresoIhadtobestrongforthemandbe



thereforthem.Ididnothavetimetomourn.Mother

wasfallingapartsoIhadtobeapillarforherand

mysiblings.Iwassupposedtostartvarsitythe

followingyear.IdidbutIwouldgohomealmost

everyweekendtocheckuponthem.Mymom

buriedherselfinworksoIhadtoassumearoleof

beingaparent.Butshedidcomebacktoher

sensesayearlater.BythattimeIhadalready

bottledthepainofmyloss.”Atearfallsdownmy

cheekandIquicklywipeit.

Lacy:“soareyousayingifyourmotherwasthere

foryouwhenyou,youwouldhavemournedyour

lossanddealtwithit,insteadyoubottleditup?”I

nod.“Sotellmeaboutyourlifegrowingup,while

yourfatherwasstillalive.”

Me:“ourparentsworkedinPietermaritzburgfirstso

theyleftusinuMzimkhuluwithUncleThabaniand

hiswife.Theyusedtovisitusanychancetheyget.

Mostlyonweekends.Whentheyfinallygotjobsin

ourhometowntheymovedbackhomeanduncle

andhiswifeleft.”



Lacy:“howwasitlivingwithyouruncleandhis

wife?”Ibreatheoutheavily.

Me:“itwashellonearth.DoctorIhadtogrowupat

averyyoungageformysiblings.Iknewthatour

parentsworkedhardtoputfoodonthetable.Uncle

andhiswifeabusedusphysically,sexuallyand

emotionally.Besidesthefactthatunclethreatened

tokillthetwinsifwetoldourfolksabouttheabuse,

ourparentswould’vequittedtheirjobsandwe

would’vestayedinpovertybecausejob

opportunitiesinourhometownwerescarcethat

time.SoLondyandIhadtoendurethebeatingsand

therapesothatwecouldn’tstaypoor.”BythetimeI

finishIamacryingmess.Thedoctorhandsmea

tissueandIwipemyfaceandtears.

Lacy:“howlongdidtheabusegoonfor?”

Me:“about3years.Attheearlystagesofitwetried

toreportuncletohiswifebutshewouldjustsaywe

askedforitandshesaidifwetellanyoneelse

aboutitshewouldjusttellpeoplethatweare

naughtykidswhoaredisrespectfulandwhenuncle

triestoreprimanduswecryrape.”



Lacy:“isyouruncleandhiswifestillalive?”

Me:“no,theybothdiedlastyear.”Shenodsand

closeshernotebook.

Lacy:“wecanstoptherefortoday.FromwhatI

havegatheredyouareaverystrongandremarkable

youngwoman.Anysiblingouttherewouldbelucky

tohaveyouastheirbigsister.Anyoneforthat

matterwouldbeluckytohaveyouintheirlives.

Whathappenedtoyouinthepastdidnotbreakyou,

itbuiltyou.Eventhoughtherearesomewallswe

needtobreakinordertoshapeyoutobeaneven

betterversionofyourself,Iamproudofyou.You

arenotavictimbutratherasurvivorofabuse.I

haveataskforyou.ItmightseemfarfetchedbutI

wantyoutowritemostofthetimesyouremember

doingthingsforyoursiblingsinthe3yearsofthe

abuseandthemactuallythankingyouand

appreciatingyoureffortforthethingsyouhave

doneforthem.YouwillseewhyItaskedyoutodo

thisformeonournextsession.”



Me:“goodbyedoctorandthankyou.”Wehugeach

otherandIheadout.WhenIarriveattheparkinglot

Ifindmyknightwaitingforme.Hesaysnothingbut

openshisarmsandIrushtohughim.Hewrapshis

armsaroundme.Westayinthatpositionforalong

time,IamexpectingmyselftocrybutsurprisinglyI

don’t.Weletgoofeachother,getinsidethecarand

driveout.

Vuyo:“sohowwasyourfirstsession?”

Me:“notbad.Itfeltgoodopeningupandspeaking

aboutmypast.IrealizedthatIneverhealedfrom

somethings.Ifeeltheburdenonmyshoulders

gettinglighter.”Henodsandfocusesontheroad.

Vuyo:“remindmetogiveyouafullbodymassage

whenwegethome.”Isquealexcitedly.

Me:“andpeoplewonderwhyIloveyousomuch.”

HelaughsandIjoinhim.

LONDEKA



Todayismytherapysession.Lwahcamebackwith

anextraglowfromhersyesterday.Unlikehers,

mineisat12pm.IgettoDr.Lacy’sofficeandwe

exchangegreetings.Wespeakaboutmypast,

diggingoldwoundsthatwereleftunhealed.Atthe

endofthesessionshegivesmeatask.Shetasks

metowritethingsIhavedoneformysiblingsthat

theyhaveactuallyappreciated.Shealsotasksme

toabstainfromsexforawhile.LolifIwasinKZNit

would’vebeenhardbecauseoneofmyboyfriends

whoissoccerplayerissohardtoresist.Hissmile

isapantydropper,literally.

AnywayswhenwearedoneIgettothecar.Lungani

ismypermanentdriverIguessbecausemostofthe

timeheisalwaysdrivingmeifIamlazytouber.He

drivesmetoSandtonmallandwhenwegetthereI

getoffandheadtoajewelrystore.IorderwhatI

cametoorder.AfterthatIheadtoH&M.Iam

windowshoppingattheunderwearsectionwhena

whitechickstandsbesidemelookingatdifferent

lingerie.IcanseethatsheisindecisivesoIpicka



verysexybondageteddywhichisblackandhandit

toher.

Me:“thiswilldrivehimcrazy.Italwaysdoesthe

trickforme.”Shegiggles.

Her:“it’sactuallymyfirsttimebuyingalingerie.My

boyfriendblurtedoutthatIamsomehowcoldin

bedandnotspontaneouslikehisex.SoIamhere

tobuylingerieandsextoystospicethingsupabit

andpleasehim.”shesaysthelastpartforcinga

smile.Youcanseethatherboyfriend’swordshurt

her.

Me:“heisadicktocompareyoutohisex.You

shouldupyoursexgamenotonlybecauseyou

wannafulfilhimbutalsobecauseyouwantto.

Don’tmakehimturnyouintosomethingyou’renot.”

Shesmiles.Shehasverybeautifulteeth.She

extendsherhandtoshakemineandItakeit.

Her:“DakotaMuller.”



Me:“LondyMnguni.”

Her:“howaboutIbuyyoulunchandwecan

continueourinterestingtalkthere?”Ilaughand

acceptherproposal.

Wegettotherestaurant.Weorderourfoodand

wait.Wetalklikeoldbuddies.Idiscoverthatsheis

averybubblyperson,easytotalktoandgetalong

with.Sheisalso19turning20thisyear.Sheis

stayingwithbothherfolksandher2olderbrothers

inCenturion.Ourfoodcomesandwecontinue

chatting.Funnyfact,sheisgoingtostartat

Damelinthisyear.Samecourseasmine.Whata

coincidence.IamsogladthereissomeoneI

alreadyknowbeforeIevenstart.Thefoodarrives

andwestarteating.

Dakota:“sowehadjustfinishedaroundandoutof

thebluehewaslike‘sometimesitwouldbelovelyif

youaremoreactiveinthebedroomandnotletme

doallthework.’Mindyouheismyfirst,wherethe



fuckamIsupposedtogainexperience?Watchporn

sothatwecanfucklikepornstars?”herbaeisan

assholeshame.

Me:“tellme,howlonghaveyouguysbeen

together?”

Her:“3years.Ourrelationshiphasbeenonandoff.

Mostlybecauseofhischeatingscandalsandme

forgivinghim.Westartedbeingintimatelastyear.

OneofhisjustificationsforcheatingwasbecauseI

didn’tgivehimthecookie.WhenIfinallygavehim,

hecomparedmetohisex.Howinsaneisthat?”she

saysinahurtvoice.Minaifsomeonewasto

comparemewithhisexIwouldkickhisballsso

hardthathewouldwakeupinahospitalbed.

Me:“nottobeforwardbutmyadvicetoyouwould

betodumpthisguy.Ifsomeoneknowsthatyouare

inexperiencedtheyteachyouandnotwhineabout

yourlackthereof.Iknowyouhardlyknowmebutin

thesexdepartmentIamverymuchexperienced.

Stickwithmeandwewillhavealotoffunand

learning.”Shegiggles.



Wefinisheatingthenshesignalsawaiterand

orderscocktailsforthebothofus.

Singaphilakenalona.Thewaiterbringsour

cocktailsandwesipthemlaughingloudlythat

peoplestarteyeingus.Wearedisturbedbyavery

gorgeousspeciewhojustsitsonthevacantchair

nexttomeandstartseatingfrommyplate.

Dakota:“heyyouidiot,whydon’tyougodisturb

someotherpeople?Can’tyouseethatthisisparty

for2?”sheaskswithanattitude.Okaywhatis

goingonhere?

Guy:“IwilljustpretendIdidn’thearthat.Anyways

howareyoubeautiful?”heaskslookingatmewith

akillersmile.DearGod.

Me:“Iamokay.”

Guy:“bythewayTristinisthename.”

Me:“nicetomeetyouTristinandIamLondy.This

is…”



Tristin:“myannoyingbrattylittlesister.”saywhat

now?Buttheydohavethesamebeautifulsmileand

nowthatIlookbothatthem,theylookalike.

Dakota:“nowthatyou’vemadeyourpresencefelt,

leave.Yourpresenceisintoxicating,gobotherother

people.”Tristinrollshiseyesandtuckshisbrown

hairstrandsbehindhisear.Hestandsup.

Tristin:“you’reasuckerforromance.Byebeautiful.

Ihopetoseeyousoon.”Hewinksatmeandwalks

outthedoor.

Dakota:“IsweartoGodhelivestotormentme.”I

laughatherandshefinallyloosensupandjoinsme.

Whenwearedoneeatingshesettlesthebillandwe

headout.Wearriveattheparkinglot,exchange

numbersandhugsandgoourseparateways.Ifind

Lunganileaningatthecardoorwithachickbusy

exchangingsplits.Whilestillcontemplatingon

whethertointerruptthemorletthemcontinuewith

theirromance,IfeelhandsonmywaistandIjump

nearlyfallingbuttheycatchmebeforeIhitthe



groundandturnsme.It’sTristin,whatdoeshewant?

Iwonder.HelooksbehindmeandseesLungani

withhischick.

Him:“boyfriendcaughtredhanded?”heasks

pointingatthemwithhishead.Helooks,Idon’t

know,concerned?

Me:“noheismydriver.Andcanyoupleaseremove

yourhandsfrommywaist?”hesmirksandraises

hiseyebrows.

Him:“oopsmybad.”Butthefuckerdoesn’tremove

hishands.Imustsayhisholdfeelssogooditis

sendingtinglesallovermybodybutIdon’twant

himtogetthewrongimpressionsoItrytowiggle

myselfoutofhisholdandhetightenshisgrip.You

knowforaskinnydudehesureisstrongerthanhe

looks.ButmostskinnydudesIhavedatedare

prettystrong.YeahIamnotintothebuffytypeof

guys.Maybeit’sbecauseIamalsoskinnybutthey

don’tdoitforme.Godwhyme?Hiscolognesmells



sogood.“Youaresobeautiful.”Iclearmythroat.I

nearlysayyouarealsobeautifulbutIamgladmy

brainisquickenoughtostopmefromflopping.

Me:“thanks.Ireallyneedtogo.Pleaseletgo.”

Him:“notuntilyougivemeyournumber.”Irollmy

eyesandcalloutphonenumber.Hesavesit.He

bringsmecloserandgoesinforakiss,divinginto

giveanibbleonthesideofmyneck.Itakeasharp

breath,Goosebumpsformonmyneckand

shouldersandIfeelmynippleshardenbeneathmy

bra.ThenIturnandleanonforakissrightonhis

lips,Ican’tstopmyself,theguyishypnotizing.His

coldpinkthicklipsaresodelicious.DearGod.His

breathtasteslikepeppermint.Finallyhebreaksthe

kissthatleavesthebothofusbreathless.“NowI

canletyougo.”Heletsmegowithasmileonhis

face.

Me:“whateverdude.”Iturnandheadtothecar,by

nowLunganiisonthedriverseat.Igetinsideand



hedrivesoutofthemall.Itouchmylipsand

chuckleandshakemyheadatthememoryof

Tristinbitingit.IjusthopeandpraythatIwon’tbe

bumpingintohimanytimesoon.

LWANDEKA

Vuyoisdrivingustowherewearegoingtohave

dinner.Hestillhasn’ttoldmewherewearegoing.

Heiskeepingmeinthedark.Iamanxiousand

excitedatthesametime.Wearriveatarestaurant.

Heparksthecar,getsoutandcomestoopenthe

doorforme.Theweatherissowarm,IamhappyI

decidedagainstwearingajacket.Weheadinside

andheleadsmetothetableinthemiddle.The

placeisdarker.HeopensthechairformeandIsit

down,healsositsdownonhischair.

StartersarebroughttoourtableanditisthenI

noticewedidn’torderandwearetheonly

occupantsinhere.Weeatthestarterswhileholding

alightconversation.Themaincourseisbroughtto



thetableandthedishesareclosedwithsilverdome

coverdish.VuyoopenshisdishandIalsoopen

mine.IfindpapersandIgivehimasuspiciouslook.

Itakethemandreadthem.Myheartskipsabeat.

Thisisthetittledeedofafarm,myfarmin

Krugersdorp.Iliftmyheadandlookatbae,Iopen

mymouthtosaysomethingbutnothingcomesout

ofit.Tearsfillmyeyes,Ijustblinkandtheyfall

voluntarilyandIdon’tevenstopthem.

Me:“youboughtmeafarm?!”henodswithasmile

onhisface.Istandupandgotositonhislap.I

showerhimwithkissesalloverhisfacewhilemy

handsarewrappedaroundhisneckandhegiggles.

Istandupandscreamwhiledancing.“Babyisthis

forreal?”henodsagain.Ipullhimtostandupand

hughimtightly.“BabyIwilltattooyournameacross

myheart,soitwillremainnotevendeathcanmake

uspart. ”Isingloudlyandhegiggleswhile

blushing.Heisgodsent.Anotherboyfriendwill

haveboughtmeacarorahousebuthegotme

exactlywhatIhavealwayswishedfor.“Iloveyou



somuch.”Ibringhisheaddownandkisshim,he

respondtothekissanddeepensit.Afterawhilewe

breakitwhilepanting.Tearsarestillfalling.Ican’t

seemtostopthemandIdon’tknowifIwanttostop

them.Iamsooverwhelmed.

Me:“ifIhadstrengthIwouldliftyouupandspin

youaroundrightnowthewayIamsoexcited.”

Withoutwarningmeheliftsmeupandspinsme

around.Ilaughoutloudandhealsolaughs.He

finallyputsmedown.“Ihavealreadylostmy

appetite.Let’sgetoutofthisplace.”Hesignalsa

waiter.Itakeoutmyphoneandstartalivevideo.

“Heyguys.”WithinamatterofsecondIhaveabout

athousandviewers.Londekareplieswithhearts.

“SoIamsuperexcitedandIjustcan’thideit.My

baejustgavemeaNewYear’sgiftandyouwon’t

believewhathegotme.Awholefarmandafarm

house.ThosewhoknowmeknowIamaloverof

farmsandagriculturesothisisthebestgiftsIhave



everreceived.”Vuyocomesfrombehindandholds

mywaist,Iturnandsmashmylipsonhiswhile

holdingthephone.Ibreakthekissandperkhislips.

“Iloveyousomuchmunchieandthankyouformy

gift.”

Him:“Iloveyoutoomysweetrose.”Iblush.The

livevideohasabout15kviewsnow.

Me:“thankyousomuchforviewing.Iwasso

excitedandIcouldn’thelpbutshare.Tillnexttime.”

Iendit.Weleavetherestaurantandheadhome.We

arriveathomeandLondyquicklypullsmetoahug

assoonasIenterthroughthefrontdoor.She

breaksthehugandlookatme,OMGisshecrying?

Shehardlycries.Shepullsmeintoahugagain.I

alsofindmyselfcrying.Itissoemotionalformeto

seemylittlesisterwhohardlycriesshedatear.

Londy:“Iamsohappyforyou.Yourdreamhas

cometrue.Ican’twaittoseeyourfarm.

Congratulationsbigsis.”NcoohIwipehertearsand



shealsowipesmine.Thandekaalsocomesand

hugsme.

Thandeka:“congratsskwizaandasawelcome

homegiftallowmetobuyyou2horses.”Ishake

myheadnowithtearsinmyeyes.Iamsuchacry

babythiseveningbutIampermitted.

Me:“youguyshavedonesomuchforme.Itis

enoughnow.”

Thandeka:“Iinsistandit’sonlythebeginning.”Ipull

herintoahugagain.Thisistoomuchblessings.

ThankyouGodforbringingthesepeopleintomy

life.IfIdidn’tmeetthemIdon’tknowwhereIwould

be.

AfterallthecelebrationsIheadtothebedroomfirst.

Irushtotheclosetandchangeintothenavy

lingerieIboughtwhenweweregoingtoCapeTown.

Ialsowearmynavyplatformheels.Idimthelights

andplaymusic.Iamsettingthemood.Thedoor

opensandheenters.Heundresseswithoutbeing

awarethatIamactuallyintheroom.Whenheis



onlyleftwithhisbriefsIplayBeyoncé–dancefor

you,heimmediatelybecomesawareofmy

presenceandIcatwalktohim.Itakehishandand

pullhimtositonthechair.HesitsdownandIcan

seehehasthatisexcitedbutheistryingtomask

hisexcitement.

Iincreasethevolume.Islowlywalktowardshim.I

danceforhimrubbingmyhandsallovermybody.

BythelooksofhisbriefIcantellthatheishardas

arock.Ilickmylowerlipandbiteit,it’slikeIam

fuelinghisdesires.Thelustinglookonhisfaceis

enoughtomakemecum,butnotyet.Igoandstand

behindhimandbendslidingmyhandsinhischest

downhisabstohisbriefs.Iteasehiselasticand

thenputmyhandsinside,grabbinghisdick.Igrab

ittightlyandstartjerkingitupanddown.Heis

breathingheavilyandIamnotgoingtotorturehim.

Thisisforhispleasure.

“Takeoffyourbriefs”hequicklytakesthemofflike



theyarehot.Icomearoundandstandinfronthim.I

pushmythongtothesideandslideintohisdick

littlebylittle.Everysecondisheaven.Iwhimperin

ecstasyasIfeelthewarmthofhisdickgrowinside

ofme.IclenchmyjawsasIreceivehishardness.I

shiftuntilIamcomfortableandIstartmovingup

anddown.Hishandsgotomybuttandheholdsit

tight.Imoveupanddown,roundandround.Ilove

thisdicksomuchandIlovehimtoo.Wesharean

open-mouthed,wetandlustykiss.Amoanescape

mymouthaswecontinuekissingIfeelhistongue

invademymouth.

Iupthepacewithhimhelpingmemove.Hebites

myneckandImoanoutloud.Heslipshishandsup

mybackandcaressit.Iclenchmyvaginalwalls

aroundhisdickandhereleasesaloudgroan.He

hatesitwhenIdoesthatbecauseitmakeshimcry

likealittlegirlandmakeshimfeelweak.He

retaliatesbyholdingmywaistfirmlyandthrusting

frombeneath,deeper,untilhisdickpokesmywomb.

IscreamoutloudandIfeelmybodytensing,the

wallsofmycookiespasmwildlyagainsthisdick.I



releasemycumaroundhismemberandmyeyes

rolltothebackofmyhead.Istandup,pullingoutin

theprocessandItakeoffthelingerieandheelsand

Isinkbackonbae’sdickwithmybackagainsthim.

WegoonandonuntilIreachmysecondorgasm

andhefinallyreacheshishappyendingbyshooting

allhisspermsinsidemycookie.DearLordI

wouldn’ttradehisdickforanybody’sintheworld.

.

.

.

PLEASEDOLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE

[11/21,10:30] :CHAPTER37

IthasbeenamonthsinceJobeboughtmemyfarm,

yesmyfarm.Istillcan’tbelieveit.Icalledmomthe



followingday.FirstlyItoldheraboutmy

relationshipwithVuyoandshewaslike‘duhitwas

soobvious’.AndshecriedwhenItoldheraboutthe

farm.Shewassuperexcitedthatshenearlybooked

aflightthereandthen.WhenbaetookmethereI

wasgobsmacked.Thehousewassobeautifuland

theplantationwassoalive.Theopenspacewasso

large.About10hectares.Imetthefarmworkers

andtheyweresowelcoming.Imadeadecisionthat

IwillletthecurrentmanagercontinueworkingandI

willcontinueworkingatFests.

Wellmytherapysessionsaregoingwell.Afterthe

1sttaskLacygaveme,IsawhowmanysacrificesI

havedoneformysiblingsandhowmanytimesthey

havebeenthankful.Iwassoshocked.Theyarestill

goingwellandIcansaythatIam60%healedifI

wastoratemyhealingprocess.3weeksagoItold

JobethatI’dliketomoveoutandstayinmyfarm

house.



Itoldhimthatevenifhedidn’tbuymeoneIwould

stillhavemovedoutandstayedatSizwe’scrib.At

firsthewaslividandgavemethesilenttreatment,

yohitwasthefirsttimeIsawhimthrowing

tantrumsanditwasquiteamusingreally.Butafter

remindinghimabouthowmyfamilywouldfeelif

theyweretodiscoverthatIamlivingwithamanhe

loosenedup.Ipromisedhimthatwewillalways

spendourweekendstogethereitherinhisplaceor

myplace.

Funnyfact,Thandekamovedinwithus,wellnot

reallymoveinbutshespendsmostofhertimein

thefarmhousethatshehasbecomeumhlali.

AlthoughthedistancefromFeststomyhouseisfar,

ImanageandIlikeithere.It’speaceful.Thabi

deliveredmyi8aweekagoanditsobeautiful.She

waslike‘nowIdon’toweyou’.Ilaughedatherand

invitedheroverfordinnerwithherbaeandthey

came,Iamsoinlovewiththeirrelationship.They

aretruetothemselvesanddon’tgiveafuckwhat

anyoneelsethinkandIlovethatNoluhaccepted



Thabi’sgangsterassanddidnottrytochangeher.I

madeadecisionthatwewillhaveahousewarming

aftertheirweddingwhichisinaweek.Myoutfithas

alreadyarrivedanditwasdesignedbyKhosiNkosi.

Can’twaittoslay.

CurrentlyIamdrivingtoAlloyinmyCH-R.Ireally

lovethiscar.Ihardlyusetheother2.Londekahas

askedmetogiveheroneofthemandIwaslikeno

Dali,notthem.IorderedaPoloTSIforher.Itshould

bedeliveredin4daysathome.Iknowshewilllove

itbecauseitisoneofherfavouritecars.It’sa

surprisesodon’tspoilitforher.Thereasonwhyit

willbedeliveredthislateisthatitwillbe

personalizedandeventhecarseatswillhaveher

initials.IpassedbyatNandosandboughtafull

chickenwithrolls,chipsandsalad.WereallyloveI

grilledchickennobaesoifullchickensiyayiqeda

njesobabili.Iparkthecar,entertheclubcarrying

onlythepaperbag,phoneandcarkeys.Aviwe

screamswhensheseesme,shockingthe

customers.Sherushestomeandpullsmeintoa



tighthug.SomeofthewaitersIworkedwithalso

comeandhugme.

Aviwe:“OMGlookatyou.Youlooksosophisticated,

beautifulandrich.”Ilaughatthelastword.Ithank

herandheadtobhutibae’soffice.Iopenthedoor

andfindhimtypingonhiscomputer.

Me:“deliveryforMr.Sthole.”Isayinamanlyvoice.

Him:“ohhthankyou.Pleaseputitonthetable

there.”hepointsatthetablebythedoorwithout

evenraisinghishead.“WaitIneverordered…”he

raiseshisheadandseesme.Hejustlaughs.

Iwalkin,placethefoodonhisdeskbehindthe

computerandgotohughim.Heholdsmetight

inhalingmyscentIalsoinhaleshis.Hebreaksthe

hugandkissesme,Ikisshimbackandafterawhile

webreakthekissandIsitonthetableandhesits

backonhischair.Iopenthepaperbagandtakeout

themeat.Heopensthedrawerinhisdeskandtake

outpaperplatesandIputthemeatandtherollson

them.Thewayweloveeatingheevenboughtpaper



plates,theystayinhisoffice.Westarteatingandin

betweenThandekabargesin.

Thandeka:“hew”shebreathesoutloud.“IthoughtI

wouldfindyouguyswerefucking.”

Vuyo:“Iamstillyourbrothernjalo.”Shecomesand

takesapieceofmeat.

Thandeka:“Iamsorrybro.”

LILIAN

IamLilianPetersen.Ihavebeenabartenderat

Alloyforabout3yearsnow.Iam25yearsold.Ilive

withmyolderbrotherTroy,whoisagangster.Heis

29yearsold.Hehasbeeninandoutofjailever

sinceIcanremember.Hedoesn’thaveastablejob.

Heisaskilledassassinsowhenlocalgangsneed

someonetobeassassinatedtheycontacthimand

payhimbigbucks,that’swhywearenotlivingin

thestreets.Ourparentspassedonwhenwewere

youngsowepracticallyraisedeachother,



somethingJobeandIhaveincommon.Wehustled

andwelearnedtogrowupatayoungerage.Welive

inDiepkloof.

IhavebeeninlovewithJobesinceIstarted

workingatAlloy,pityhedidn’ttakenoteofme.I

triedtoseducehimsomanytimesbefore,even

wearshortskirtsandgoflauntmythighsinhis

officebutitwouldbelikeIamplaying.Whenthat

goodfornothingLwandekastartedworkinghere

Jobeshowedherlovefromthefirsttimeandshe

gotprivileges.Thatbrokemereallybad.Aneighbor

ofmine,MamaLove,whoissomekindofa

traditionalhealerofferedtohelpmemakeJobe

mine.AtfirstIdeniedherhelpbutattheendI

acceptedit.ShesaidIshouldcomeupwithaplan

toeliminateLwandekafromtheequationmyself.

Mybrotherhelpedmecomeupwithaperfectplan.

SoIsawherheadingtoJobe’soffice,Igotpissed

bythefactthathalfthestaffwashappywhenshe



walkedthroughthatdoor.ButthenIchuckledevilly.

Todayisthelastdaysheentersthatofficewitha

smileonherface.TonightIwillhavethelastlaugh.

Itookmyphoneandwenttotheloo.IdialedTroy’s

numberandheansweredonthefirstring.

Him:“monkey”

Me:“sheishere”

Him:“perfecttiming.IamatBloom.Iwillwaitfor

herattheparkinglot.”

Me:“thanksbro.”Ihungupandsmiled.Finally

thingsarecomingtogether.

NARRATED

Shegotoutoftheclubandheadedtotheparking

lot.Shediscoversthatsheisonlycarryinghercar

keys,sheforgotthephoneinside.Sheturnstohead

back.That’swhenoutoftheblueagunisfired2

times.Shegothitonthestomachandshefelldown

immediately.Nobodyseeswhathappened.The



shooterfleesthescenesatisfied.Lilianreceivesa

messagesaying‘done’andshedoeshervictory

dance.

…

NokukhanyaishavinglunchwithThembelihleand

Mnguni(Babomdala).Todayisherdayoffsothese

twodecidedtocomeseehersinceThembelihle

wasintown.Theywerebusychattingandlaughing

whenallofthesuddenThembelihlefrozenot

blinking.Tearsformedinhereyesandsheunfroze.

SheturnedtolookatNokukhanya.

Thembelihle:“ingozi,igazi,(danger,blood)u

Lwandeka”shesayshystericallyandshereleasesa

loudheartpiercingcry.Nokukhanyaquicklygrabs

herphoneanddialLwandeka’snumber.

LUVUYO

IcleanupmytableandIseethatLwahlefther

cellphone.Itakeitandrushout.Iknowthatshe

addictedinitsoshewillgomadifsheseesthatit

isn’tinherhand.Iarriveattheparkinglotandlook



aroundtospothercar.Iseeitandrushit.WhenI

getnearitwhatIseewillprobablyhauntmeforthe

restofmylife.It’sLwandekalyinginapoolofblood.

Irushandkneelinfrontofher.Icheckherpulse

withmyshakinghands,it’stherebutit’sfaint.My

wholebodyisliterallyshakingsoIknowIwon’tbe

abletodrive.Iunlockherphoneanddial

Thandeka’snumber.Sheanswersimmediately.

Her:“missmealready?”

Me:“It’smeThandeka.PleaserushtotheWestof

theparkinglot.It’sLwandeka.”Ihangupbeforeshe

canaskanyquestions.

IpickupLwandekabridalstyle.Thandekagetsto

usrunningwithSomaonherheels.ItossThandeka

Lwandeka’scarkeys.Shedoesn’taskany

questions.SomahelpsmeputLwandekainsidethe

car,weallgetinandThandekadrivesintotalspeed

tothehospital.Itakeoffmyt-shirtandputpressure

inherwounds.WearriveatMediclinicandthe

doctorsattendtoher.Igofillthenecessary



paperworkandgositatthewaitingroom.Ifeel

tearsforminmyeyesandIbreatheinanouttrying

tostopthemfromcomingout.

IhavetobestrongforLwandekaandmysister.I

can’tbreakdown.IsendNolby,ThabiandLondeka

atexttorushtothehospital.Idon’ttrustmyvoice.

Thandekacomestothewaitingroomandsitsnext

tome.Shedoesn’tbreatheaword.Sheseemslost

inherownthoughts.MinuteslaterNolby,Thabi,

NoluhandLondekarushin.theyareallbreathing

heavily.Londekaisthefirstonetospeakwhenshe

noticesbloodonmyt-shirt.

Londeka:“isthatbloodonyourt-shirt?What

happened?WhereisLwandeka?”Thandekaclears

herthroat.

Thandeka:“shecamewithlunchtoAlloy.Weate

andthensheleft.Vuyofoundherlyinginapoolof

bloodattheparkinglot.Shehadgunwounds,she

wasbleedingfromthestomachandshewas



unconscious.Werushedherhere.Wearestill

waitingforthedoctorsforanyupdates.”

Nolby:“Audreyworksheresoletmeseeifshecan

getisanyinformation.”Shequicklyrushesout.

Lwandeka’sphoneringsinmyhand.It’shermother.

IpassittoLondekaandsheanswersitputtingiton

speaker.

Nokukhanya:“mybabypleaseputmeoutofmisery

andtellmethatyou’resafeandyouraunt’svision

hasnotoccurred.”

Londeka:“mamait’sLondeka.Sisiwasshot.Weare

atthehospitalnow.Thedoctorsarebusywithher.

BhutiJobefoundherunconscious.”Hermother

sniffs.Thabispeaks.

Thabi:“mamathisisThabi.Pleasepackyourbags

andeverythingthatyouwillneed.Youwillfindmy

jetreadyandwaitingforyouintheairport.Please

alsoinformSizwe.Iwillcallyouinanhourto

updateyou.”

Nokukhanya:“okaymtanam.”Shehangsup.Thabi

walksoutofthewaitingroom.Thandekaalsowalks



out.Somawalksin.

Me:“Somapleasegotomyofficeandgrabmystuff

there.Youwilloverseethebusinessesinthe

meantime.Idon’tthinkmymindisintheright

space.DoheadtoFestsandtellNombusothatshe

mustfillinforLwahforthetimebeing.Gotomy

houseandbringmeashirt.”Henodsandheadout.

THANDEKA

IfindabenchoutsidethehospitalandIsitdown.I

takeoutmyphoneanddialT-bone’snumber.He

answersafterthe4thring.

Him:“bosslady.”

Me:“Lwandekawasshotaboutanhouragoatthe

parkinglotinAlloy.Iwantyoutofindwhomever

thatisbehindit.Pleasedoreportthisincidenttothe

police.”

Him:“owwshobozza.Iknowthatthismightsound

insane,ImeanyouandLwaharelikebloodsisters.

Areyouokay?”



Me:“IwillbeonceIfindtheassholebehindthis.”

Him:“okaybozza.Iwillgetbacktoyouwith

somethingtangible.”Hehangsup.

Ibreatheoutheavily.IhatetoadmitthisbutIam

scared.Whatifsomeonefromtheunderworld

discoveredmytrueidentityandchosetohurtme

whereithurtsthemost?Ifthisisthecasethenmy

brotherandLwahwouldneverforgiveme.Butit’s

farfetchedandnooneintheunderworldwoulddare

methismuch.NowIhavetofindsuspects,shitmy

lifesucks.Iheadbackinsideandsitnexttomy

brother.Themoodhereissosour.EvenNolbyis

quiet.

LONDEKA

Myphonerings.It’sDakota.SheandIhavebecome

veryclose.Wearealwaystogetheronandoff

campus.ShehassleptoveratmyhouseandIthe

same.Herfamilyissocoolandwelcoming,

especiallyherparents.IfriendzonedTristin,so



afterthekissnothingeverhappenedbetweenus.I

mettheotherbrother,Luke,heisquitetheopposite

ofDakotaandTristin.IalsometDakota’sracist

aunt,hermother’ssister,yohsheisextremethat

one.

Mytherapysessionhavebeengood.Dr.Lacy

advisedmetodumpanyofmyboyfriendsthatI

don’tloveandyou’dbesurprisedthatIamcurrently

single.Itwasjustlust,flirtationnotlove.LeboandI

havebecomefriendsbutwearenotthatclose.Iam

happytosaythathetookmyadviceaboutgoingto

themen’sclinicandaccordingtohim,ithelpalot

becauseevenAviwecomplimentshissexgame

now,previouslyshedidn’t.Anywaysbacktothe

present,Istepoutofthewaitingroomandgotothe

corridortoanswerthephone.Shedoesn’tevenwait

formetosayhello.

Her:“dudereally?Whereareyou?Ihavebeen

sittinghereforthepasthour.Whydidn’tyoutellme



you’renotcoming?”

Me:“whatareyouonabout?”

Her:“ourlunch.IamatMcD.”Shit,wealwayseat

lunchthere.Wellyoucansaythatweareaddicted

totheirburgersbutIliketheirnuggetsmore.

Me:“Iamsorry.IamatMediclinic.Lwahwasshot

soshehasbeenadmitted.Thedoctorsarestill

busywithher.IamsorryIforgotaboutyou.It’sjust

thatthereisalotonmymindrightnow.”Myvoice

issolow,Icanbarelyhearitmyself.

Her:“owwIamsorry.NowIfeellikeabadfriend.I

willbetherewithinthenexthour.”Shehangsup

beforeIcanevenrespond.Isighandgetbackto

theothers.AnhourlaterDakotagetsinwith2guys

carryingcoffeeandmuffins.

Dakota:“Iknowthisisatoughtimeforeveryone,so

Ifiguredwhynotbuysomethingthatwillboostyour

energylevels.Wedon’twantyouguysbeing

admittedfordehydrationorstarvation,sisLwah

wouldhatethat.”Everyonechucklesandtakethe

coffeeandmuffins.Shesitsdownnexttomeand



handsmeacappuccino.Sheisabreathoffreshair,

oneofthemanyreasonswhyIloveher.Atfirst

Lindydidn’tlikeshe,shethoughtshewillreplace

herinmyheartbutIassuredherthatwon’thappen.

Ievenbroughtthemtogetherandtheygetalong

prettywell.

SIZWE

WearenowonourwaytoMediclinic.It’sme,Ma

Nokukhanya,auntThembelihleandBabomdala.Ma

NokukhanyaaskedmamCebisiletolookafterthe

twinswhilesheisgone.Sheaskedhernottotell

themaboutLwandeka’sstate.Wefinallyarriveat

thehospital.Wefindeveryoneinthewaitingroom.

Jobe’sclothesarefullofblood.Wegreetandwesit

down.SomagetsinandsignalsJobetofollowhim.

TheygoandcomebackwithJobewearingclean

clothes.Babomdalaclearshisthroat.

Babomdala:“sowhatexactlyhappenedtomy

daughter?”



Jobe:“sheleftmyofficeinahurrysoshelefther

phonebehind.IrushedafterherandwhenIgot

thereshewasalreadyinapoolofbloodand

unconscious.Itlookedlikethekillertargetedher

becausetheycouldhavetakenthecarifitwas

hijackingbuttheyleftwithoutit.”

MaNokukhanya:“wherewassheshotat?”

Jobe:“onthestomach.”JustthenAudreygetsin.

herfaceispinkandhereyesarebloodshotred.IfI

didn’tknowbetterI’dsayshewascrying.Sheclears

herthroat,shedefinitelywascrying.

Audrey:“afternoonguys.Wemanagedtoremove

thetwobullets,luckilytheydidn’thitthespine.One

wasinherliver,itmissedherheartbyafew

centimeters,wecansaytheshootertargeteditand

onewasinkidneyonherrightside.Therewere

somecomplicationsduringthesurgeryandthe

kidneythatwasshotatfailed.Wewillneedadonor.

Shealsolostalotofbloodsoactuallyweneed2

donors.Herconditioncurrentlyiscritical.Wewill

determineitsprogressshouldshegetthedonors.”

Lolostandsupquickly.



Lolo:“youcantestmeforboththebloodandthe

kidney.”

Audrey:“asmuchasIadmireyourheroismI’dlike

youtochoosewhichoneyouwilldonate.Itcan’tbe

thetwo.Ihavemyreasonsforstatingthis.”

Nolby:“Lwah’sbloodtypeisAB+andmineislike

thattoo.SoIcandonatethebloodandLondekayou

candonatethekidney.”Shealsostandsup.

Audrey:“okayfollowme.Andguyspleasedon’t

forgettopray.Wearedoingourverybestbutweall

needprayer.”WiththatsaidsheexitsandLoloand

Nolbyfollowher.

Thandeka:“fucklemmegoincaseLondyisnota

match.”Shequicklyrushesout.Igoandsitnextto

Jobe.

Me:“howareyoufeeling?”

Jobe:“useless.ImeanIshouldhaveaccompanied

hertothecar.Itshouldhavebeenmeinherenot

her.Ifailedher.”

Me:“noman.Don’ttalklikethat.Rightnowweare



alltakingtheblame.Shouldhaveandcouldhaveis

notgoingtohelp.Theonlypersonwhoisatfaultis

theonewhopulledthetrigger.Rightnowhe/sheis

outtheresomewherecelebratingvictoryandweare

inheredrowninginguilt.WhatIamtryingtosayis

thatit’snotyourfaultJobe.”Hesighs.

Jobe:“thankyou.”

NARRATED

Thegirlscomebackafterdonating.Itturnsoutpark

ofLwandeka’sliverwasdamagedandapotionhad

tobedonated.Thandekawasthedonorofthat.All

thesurgeriesweresuccessful.Lwandekawasstill

unconscious.EveryoneleftthehospitalandThabi

organizedsecuritytoguardLwandeka’sward.She

firedtheguardsthatweresupposedtowatchover

Lwandekafromadistancebecausetheyfailedto

dotheirjobwhichisprotectingher.TheMngunis

wenttoLwandeka’sfarmhousebecausethey

wantedtoseeit.LondekaisdrivingLwah’scar,no

oneseembotheredbythebloodinit.Thehelper,



Rainelle,preparedtheirroomsandalsocookedfor

them.Thefamilyfreshensupandhavetheirsupper.

Londeka:“somomwhenareyougoingtotellthe

twins?”

Nokukhanya:“whensheisoutofdanger.Idon’t

wantthemtostressandperformpoorlyatschool.

Asmuchastheydeservetoknow,thereisnothing

theycando.Soitsbettertheystayinthedarkfor

now.”

Babomdala:“yourmotherisright.Backinourdays

kidswereprotectedfromsuchthingsthatmay

disturbthememotionally.Weknowthatwelivein

the21stcenturybutasparentswestillhavethe

righttochoosewhatwetellourkidsandwhich

truthwepostponeontellingthemit.”

Nokukhanya:“sodoyouhaveclassestomorrow?”

Londeka:“it’sSaturdayma.Acelebritysawmy

workandshewantedmetoorganizeherchild’s

themedbirthdayparty.IwasonmywaytoFeststo

tellLwahwhenthishappened.”



Nokukhanya:“mychildIamsohappyforyou.Iam

sureLwahwillalsobehappywhensheup.”

Babomdala:“Thembiwhat’seatingyou?”

Thembelihle:“IamjustmadthatIdidn’tseethe

dangerapproach.Icouldhavewarnedher.The

ancestorskeptmeinthedark.Itissofrustrating.”

Nokukhanya:“don’tblameyourselfsisi.Youarenot

Godandyouwillnotknoweverythingbeforeit

happens.”

Thembelihle:“butsheismyniece.Theycouldhave

showedmeawaytowarnher.”

Babomdala:“inyangaayizelaphiThembi.”

.
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LILIAN

Jobehasjustpassedgoingtohisoffice.It’sbeen5

dayssincethatbitchwasshotandfromwhatI

couldhearherconditionisnotimprovingatall.

Servesherrightforstealingmyman.Nobodydoes

thattoLilianPetersenandgetsawaywithit.Next

timebitchyoubetterknowyourlaneandstayinit.

Nowwatchmetakebackmymanwhileyouare

breathingintubes.Iquicklyheadtothelockerroom,

puffMamaLove’scologneeverywherereachable,

rubitintheneckandrushtoJobe’soffice.Ifind

himstandinginfrontofLwandeka’sportraitonthe

wall,helookssad,wellthat’sabouttochange.My

photowillbetheresoon.Ihughimfrombehindand

heturns.Atfirsthehasaconfusedexpressionbut

itlaterdissolvestoasmile.Hekeepshiseyeson

mineprobablyforthelongesttimesinceIstarted

workinghere.Heisnotchasingmeaway.Wow5



pointsforMamaLove.

Wehugforthelongesttimewithhiminhalingmy

scent,whichisexactlywhatIwanted.Ihavebeen

waitingforthis,tobeinhisarms,for3yearsandit’s

finallyhappeningandit’snotadream.Ifeellike

standingontopofMountainKilimanjaroand

screamingbecauseofthejoyinsidemyheart.Iam

sogoingtorewardmybrotherforgettingthatbitch

outoftheway.Hedeservesit.Thepointwasnotto

murderher,comeonIamnotamonster.Iwanted

hertobeawaylongenoughformetowarmmyway

backtoJobe’sheart.Jobefinallybreaksthehug

andstaresatmestraightintheeyes.

Him:“wherehaveyoubeenallmylife?”

Me:“waiting.”

Him:“wellwaitnomorebecauseIamgonnawife

yourwhiteass.”Igiggle.WowMamaLoveyou

deservemillions.Hepullsmebymywaistand

smasheshislipsonmine,OMGIcan’tbelieveIam



finallytastinghislips.Irespondtothekiss

deepeningit.Aftersometimewebothpullout

breathlessly.Hislipsaresosoftandsofuckin

delicious.

Me:“thatwasamazing.”

Him:“bestkissIhaveeverhad.You’resuchagood

kisser.”HesayssingingUsher–goodkisser.WowI

didn’tknowheknewhowtosing.“CanItakeyou

outfordinnertonight?”

Me:“soundslikeadate.WhatshouldIwear?”

Him:“don’tworry,Iwillhaveitdeliveredtoyour

placethisevening.”Ismilelikearetarded.

Me:“okayletmegetbacktowork.”Hequicklypulls

meforanotherkissandthenhereleasesme.YohI

blushlikecrazy.

Igobacktomywork.IdoubtIwillworkwell

becauseIwillbedaydreamingaboutJobe’slips.

PityIhavenofriendshere,allthesefakebitchesare

loyaltoapersontheyhaveknownforafewmonths.



IhavetobathwiththesoapMamaLovegaveme

andalsoputonthelipstickshesuggested.Ishould

alsorewardherforthegoodjobshehasdoneso

far.IwilldoalltherewardingafterJobepromotes

me.Iamsurehewon’tlikeabartenderfora

girlfriend.Ijusthavetobewareofthatsneakysister

ofhis.Shecanbesounpredictablesometimesand

shecanbescaryandintimidating.

NOLUTHANDONKABINDE

Iamsittinginmyofficeattheboutiquedoingsome

work.Baeisalsoherewithmebutsheisbusywith

somethingonheriPad.Ourweddingplannerbarges

throughthedoor.

Zaza:“girlwhatthehell?Yourweddingisinaweek

andyouhavebeenignoringmycalls.What’sgoing

on?HowamIsupposedtocontinuewiththe

planning?”

Me:“wearepostponingtheweddinguntilfurther

notice.”

Zaza:“what?How?Why?”



Me:“personalreasons.Youmayleavenow.”

Zaza:“but…”

Thabi:“youheardher.Nowleave.”Shesaysinher

deepvoice.Thabihasahoarsevoicenaturally.

Whensheispisseditautomaticallybecomesdeep

anditturnsmeonsobadguys.Zazaquicklyrushes

outbecausesheisscarredofThabi.

Me:“didyouhavetousethatvoicebabe?”Iaskina

seductivetone.

Thabi:“beforeyoustartseducingmepleasewait

formetofinishthisemail.”Igiggleandopenmy

notebook.IfrownwhenIseeanorderthathasbeen

putinbyJobe.

Me:“whatthehell?”IamshockedwhenIseethe

sizeofthedressandthesizeoftheshoes.

Lwandekaisasize32andhershoesizeis5.Jobe

justorderedasize28dressandsize6shoes.“How

canhedothis?”

Thabi:“what’sgoingon?”

Me:“IthinkJobeischeatingonLwandeka.But



that’sjustcruel.Howcanhedothistoherwhileshe

isfightingforherlife?”Thabiquicklyplacesdown

heriPad.

Thabi:“whatmakesyousaythat?”

Me:“hejustorderedadressandshoesfor

someoneandnoit’snotThandekabecausethe

deliveryaddressisatDiepkloof.Ican’tbelievehim.”

Thabi:“maybetheremustbeanexplanation.”

Me:“therebetterbe.”IfthiswastohappentomeI’d

probablywakeupandkillThabi.

Thabi:“Iknowyou’rethinkingthatifIweretodo

thistoyou,you’dprobablywakeupandkillme.”

Me:“yougotthatright.”ShelaughsandIalsolaugh.

Peoplemaythinklesbiansdon’tcheatbutthatain’t

thecase.Thabigotinvolvedwiththischickwho

wasanewrecruitwhilewewereinMexico.Ifound

outandjustpackedmybags.Ihadnotimetothrow

tantrumsandshit.Shecamebackfromthe

warehouseandfoundmybagsinthelivingroom,all



mydocumentswereinmyhandbagwhichwason

mylap.ShefrownedandIjustchuckled.Istoodup

andshequicklyrushedtome.Shedidn’tevenhave

tocomecloseformetosmelltherecruit’scheap

perfumeclingingonherclothes.Ijustgavehera

silenttreatmentandtookmybagsandheadedout.I

sleptatahotelthatnightandthefollowingmorning

whenIwasleavingIfoundheratthehotellobby.

Thelobbywasfullofpeople.Shestartedshouting,

professingherundyinglovetome.AtfirstIignored

her,thenshestartedsinging.Guyssheisaterrible

singersoIhadtoprotectthepeople’seardrums

frombeingdamaged.Istoppedherandgavehera

chancetoexplainherself.AfteralotofbeggingI

finallyforgaveherandshenevertriedagain.Sheis

sotransparentthatwesometimesexchange

phones.Whenbitchesseducedhershelooksthe

otherway.Thisonetime,aColombianmafia

princesstriedseducingherbutsheturnedherdown

andthentheprincesstookoutherfrustrationson

me.WhatIcansayisthatsheisLucifer’smaidin

hell.



THANDEKA

Iarrivehomefromthehospitalandfindmybrother

lookingsuperflyinthelongue.Heiswearinga

maroontightshirtandblackdresspantswithblack

redbottomshoes.Evenhishairiscombednicely

andhisbeardislookingneat.Waitisn’tLwandeka

lyinginthehospital?Sowhatishelookinggoodfor?

Iquicklyrushtohim.

Me:“what’swiththemswenkobro?Whereareyou

headedto?”hesmiles.

Him:“adate.Wishmeluck.”Whatthefuck?

Me:“date?Withwho?Yourgirlfriendislyinginthe

hospitalfightingforherlifeandyouaregoingtoa

fuckindate?Isitmeordoesthatsoundcrazy?”

Him:“Lwandekaisnolongermygirlfriend,wellshe

doesn’tknowthatbutassoonasshewakesupI

willbreakupwithherofficially.”Hesaysthatlike

it’sanormalthing.Godhelpmenotmurdermy

brother.



Me:“what’sgoingonwithyou?Breakupwithher

officially?Broyouliveforthatgirl.Whatisyour

reasonforbreakingupwithher?”

Him:“notthatit’sanyofyourbusinessbutsheno

longerdoesitforme.”Nolongerdoesithow

umuntuefa.Whatthefuckishappeninginthis

guy’sbrain?Isthereamalfunctioninthere

somewhere?

Me:“sowhoisthisnewgirlfriendyouaregoingout

with?”Iasknotbelievingthequestionmyself.

Him:“LilianPetersen.”HesayswithaColgatesmile.

Me:“Lilythebartender?”Iaskshocked.

Him:“yeah,sheisthefutureMrs.Sitholesoplease

doawaywiththatlabel.”Hesaysgettingpissed.I

amtemptedtoshoothimbutIholdmyself.

Me:“hoelankhetjygesit?(Howlonghaveyoubeen

dating?)”

Him:“sedertvanoggend(sincethismorning).”Igive

up.EvenwithLwandekahewasn’tthisirrational.He

nevertalkedaboutmarriageintheearlystagesof



theirrelationship.AtleastIknewaboutthelovehe

hadforherbeforetheyevenstarteddating.

Me:“andyou’realreadytalkingaboutmarriage?I

amdefeated.”

Him:“letmeheadout.Idon’twannabelate.”he

quicklyleaves.

Mybrotherisbewitched.That’stheonly

explanation.ThatLilybitchdidsomethingtohim.I

justhavetowakehimupfromthiscrazyspell

beforeLwandekawakesupbecausethiswillsurely

sendherbacktothecoma.Yeahsheisinacoma.

Herbodydidn’trejectthebloodandtheorgans,we

justdon’tknowwhysheisn’twakingup.Wedon’t

knowwhenshewillwakeupbutwehavehope.Iam

justprayingthatherheartsdoesn’tfailher.

Aboutthepersonwhoshothertheydoknowhowto

covertheirtracks.Thereisnocamerathatcaptured

theshooter.IfIdidn’tknowbetterI’dsayhe/she

studiedthemcarefulsothatitcanbeeasytoavoid

themorhadaninsidemantoleadthem.Thisisso



frustratingbecausetherearenoleads.

ThisLuh’ssuddenloveinterestwillgethimin

troublesoforhimnottomakebiggermistakesIwill

justhavekidnaphimtomorrow,sedatehimand

havethedoctordoavasectomyonhim.Idon’t

knowwhatLily’sgameisbutIknowshemightwant

totraphimwithunwantedpregnancy.Idial

Khetho’snumber,rememberhimSizwe’sfriend,and

yeshim.Heisadoctorandhasmanysurgeries

aroundthecountry.Heanswersafterthethirdring.

Him:“Dr.KhethoMdlalose,howmayIhelpyou?”

Me:“soformalevenafterhoursdoctor?”

Him:“whoisthis?”

Me:“MissThandekaSithole.”Hechuckleslightly.

Him:“owwmissmanager.Whatapleasantsurprise.

HowcanIbeofassistance?”

Me:“doesyoursurgerytheoneinSandton,doyou

guysdothevasectomyprocedure?”



Him:“yes.”

Me:“tomorrowIneedyoutoperformitonsomeone.

Iwillbringhimunconscious.Iwantyoutoperform

theprocedureyourself.Don’tdelegateanother

doctorforit.TheywillasktoomanyquestionsbutI

knowyouwon’tbecauseyou’resmart.”

Him:“that’sillegalThandeka.”

Me:“whocares?It’sforthegreatergood.Youmust

alsodotheincision-freeone.Iwillbethereby8am.

Makesurethesurgeryopensat9amsothatnoone

willaskuselessquestionsorgetcurious.”

Him:“butThandeka…”

Me:“Iamgladwehadthistalk.Seeyoutomorrow

morning.”Ihangupbeforehecanthinkofareply.

Lifeisreallyshittingmeandit’ssadbecauseIhave

noonetotalkto.Lwandekalistenstosomeofmy

problemsandsometimescomesupwithsolutions.

Idon’tknowwhybutItalkfreelyandopenlywith

her.Sheneverjudgesandalwaysgivesmeagreat



advice.RightnowIdon’tknowwhototurnto.

AnywaysIknowanotherthingthatmightcheerme

up.Iruntomyroom,takeaquickshowerthenget

dressedinmysilkynightdressandslippers.Itake

mycarkeysanddriveout.Iknowthatheishome.I

findthegateopenluckilyandIdrivein.Iparkmy

caronthedrivewayandgetout.Igotothedoor

andringthebell.Heopensthedoorwearingonly

hisboxers.Icantellthatheisshockedtoseeme.

Him:“MaSthole.”Istepinsideandmyhandsland

onhisabs.Itouchthemandslidemyhandsupand

downhis6packandhischest.Hepullsmeby

waistandsmasheshislipsonmine.It’slikehehas

beenlongingforthisday.Irespondtothekissand

wrapmyhandsaroundhisneck.Hishandsgrabmy

buttandheliftsmeup,Iwrapmylegsaroundhis

waist.Heclosesthedoorwithhisfootandleadsus

towhatIthinkit’shisbedroom.Hepicksmeoffhis

waistandsetsmeonmyfeetinfrontofhim.He

pullsoffmynightieandhisexpressionisfulloflust

whenhediscoversthatIamnotwearinganything



underneath.Hebiteshislowerlipandlicksit.Gosh

hasanytoldhimthathelookssuperdeliciousdoing

that?

Islidedownhisboxersandhismemberisalready

awakeandhardasarock.Ireachonehandupto

grabarounditandducktowarditwithmytongue

out.Igivehimalong,timidlickuphislength,a

tinglerundownmyspineatthesoundofhis

approvinggasp.Hehisses.Hisencouragement

fuelsmeandIlickhisdickupanddownover

severalsides,feelingthetopographyofeveryridge.

Ireachupmyotherhandandcradlehisballs.Itake

himallinsidemymouth,goonandonuntilhe

climaxedshootingallhisspermsdownmythroat.

Hebringsmeandlooksatme,morelikestudying

me.

Hepicksmeupforanotherkissandholdsmeinhis

arms.ThistimeIinvadehismouthwithmytongue,

hegroansinapprovalandmasheshistongue



againstmine.Thesensationsthatiscarriedbythis

kissmakesmesoakingwet.Iwrapmylegsaround

hisbodyonceagainandbegintorockmyhipsback

andforthagainsthim.Hequicklypinsmeagainst

thewall.Mypussycomesintocontactwithhiscock

anditslowlyhardensagain.Hereachesdownand

pullshiscockandrubbeditagainstmyclit,gosh

thefeelingisamazing.Finallyhisdickisreadyto

rockandrollbutrightnowhekeepsonteasingme.

“Please,Ineedyourdickinmeasinnow”Ibeg,he

smirks,“pleasefuckme,Iamallyours.”

Heexhalesloudlyandpusheshiscockinsideme.I

gaspasmypussystretchestoaccommodatehis

size.Hebeginstohumpinandoutofmeslowly.He

picksuphispaceandohGodhefucksme

senselessly.Hecontinuesthrustinginandoutof

mewhileourmoansandgroansfilltheroom.I

reachaclimaxandhepullsoutgivingmeachance

tocatchmybreath.WhenheseesthatIhave

calmeddownheturnsmetofuckmefrombehind

andIplacemyhandsonthewall.Ihavenowhereto

holdonto.Hetrustdohardandfast,it’slikehe



knowsIlikeitrough.Wefinallybothclimax,wellit’s

mysecondorgasmandalsohissecond,andhe

carriesmetothebed,hegentlyplacesmedown

andliesnexttome.Webothfinallybreatheevenly.

Him:“sonowwillyoutellmewhat’sbotheringyou?”

Me:“it’snothingIcan’thandle.”

Hegetsontopofmeandwithoutwarninghe

thrustsdeepinsideofmycoochie.Ithoughtwe

weretakingabreak,guessIwaswrong.Ihavemet

mymatch.MyhandgoesbehindhisneckandI

bringhimclosetokisshim.Myotherhandgoesto

hisbuttandIgrabit,pullingitsothathecango

deeper.Hegrantsmywishbydeliveringpowerful

deepstrokesthatleavesmegaspingforair.This

roundisshorterforthebothofusbecauseweare

bothhavingtoomuchpleasure.Webothcomeand

webothcatchourbreaths.Heisstillontopofme.

Hefinallypullsoutandtakeshisboxerandwipes

thebothofus.



Him:“areyouhungry?Icooked.Icandishupfor

you.”Iamsogladthathechangesthesubject,

doesn’tnagmetotellhimwhat’sbotheringme,

wowsomeonewhofinallygetsme.

Me:“Iamstarving.”Werisefromthebedandhead

tothekitchen.Hedishesupforthebothofusand

weeatsittingonthebarstools.Mindyouweare

naked.“Wowyourfoodtastesgood,

bengingakuthembi.”Helaughsandthentugshis

dreadsbehindhisears.

Him:“wellIamsorrytodisappointMaSthole.But

damnyoublewmymind.Nottopraiseyoumuch

butyouareablastinbed.Ihaveneverhadsexlike

thatinmylifebefore.”Igiggle.

Me:“IwilladmitIalsoneverhassexlikethatbefore.

Youexceededmyexpectations.”Iwinkathim.

Him:“asyouexceededmine.”

Me:“canyoupourmejuice?”hestandsupand

goestothefridge,hisdickisdanglingfromsideto

sideandhisassissodamnfirm,isinqasendoda

yangempela.“DamnSizwethat’ssomefineass



rightthere.”Ibitemylowerlip,hebustsout

laughingandIalsolaugh.

Him:“wowIwasneverready.”

Me:“butit’strue,it’ssofirm,grabable,ifthat’sa

wordandit’samajorturnonforme.Imeanthereis

nothingthatturnsonawomanmorethatgrabbing

aguy’stightassduringmissionarystylesothathe

cangodeeper.Yazuzibambezigcwaleizandla.”

Him:“okaystop.Allthistalkismakingmehard.I

meanlookatMnguniJunior.”Hesayspointingat

hisdick.

Me:“relax.Iwillhelpyouputhimtosleep.”Igoto

himandtakethejuicefromhishand.Idrinkitallin

onegoandhandhimbacktheglass.“Sugarlevels

up.”hegiggles.

.

.

.

#MyKnight



[11/21,10:31] :Chapter39

LUVUYO

IarriveoutsideLily’shouseandpickherup.Idrive

ustotherestaurantwherewewillbehavingour

dinner.Ican’tstopcomplimentingher.Shelooksso

elegantandhot.Sheiswearingaredwineevening

gownwithsideslitandgoldheelswithgoldpurse.

Redisagreatcoloronherbecauseitcomplements

herskin.Thewaythedressclingstoherbody

makesJobeJr.hardbuthewon’tbegettingany

actiontodaybecauseIamagentleman.Itaketime

togettoknowawomanbeforebeddingher.I

thoughtLwandekawasbeautifulbutLilyison

anotherlevel.IjustwonderhowInevernoticeher

beautyallthistime.Wearriveattherestaurantand



headtoourtable.Wesettledownandorderour

food.

Me:“sowhoisLilianPetersen?”

Her:“Iamanormalgirl.Ilivewithmybrother.Our

parentsdiedsoithasjustbeenusagainsttheworld.

Wehavehustledveryhardandwestilldo.Lifeis

noteasy.”

Me:“Icanrelatetothat.WhenIfirstcametoJoziI

hadlittlemoneybutIhadtohustlehardbecause

mysisterdependedonme.Herewearenow.”she

smiles.

Her:“wealreadyhavesomethingincommon.”We

bothsmile.“Idon’thaveanyfriendsbecauseIama

straighttalkerandpeopledon’tlikeitwhenyoutell

themthetruththattheydon’twannahear.”

Me:“sometimesyouhavetowithholdthetruthfrom

themandjustgowiththeflowbecauselifewithout

friendscanbelonely.”

Her:“Iwillkeepthatinmindnexttime.”Thefood



arrivesandwestartindulgingonit.

Me:“sodoyouhavesomeoneinyourlife?

Boyfriend?Girlfriend?”Iaskhopingandprayingshe

saysno.

Her:“no.”sheblushesandlookdown.

Me:“thisismeaskingyouofficiallytobemy

girlfriend.WillyoubemygirlfriendLilianPetersen?”

Istandupandmakeherstanduptoo.Iholdher

handonmine.Shegigglesshylyandnods.“Itwould

bemuchbetterifyousayit.”

Her:“yesIwouldlovetobeyourgirlfriend.”She

smiles.Iquicklypickherupandspinheraround.

Shegigglesloudalsocausingmetolaugh.We

finallyfinishourdinnerandleavetherestaurant.I

driveherhomeandparkoutside.Iopenthedoorfor

herfromtheoutsideandhelpherout.Shestands

upstraight.Iplacemyhandsonherwaist.

Me:“thankyoufortonightandthankyoufor

agreeingtobemygirlfriend.”

Her:“thankyouforseeingmeworthyofbeingyour

girlfriend.”Ipullherclosetomeandwesharelong,



passionatekiss.WefinallybreakthekissandI

plantaperkonherforehead.Ibidherfarewell,get

intomycaranddrivehome.

THANDEKA

Thefollowingmorningaround5amIwakeup.Iam

stillatSizwe’scrib.Heisstillsleeping.Iheadtohis

bathroom,usemouthwashformybreathtobefresh,

takeaquickwarmshowerusinghisbodywashand

drymyself.Iusehisproductstolotionmybody.I

gotohiscloset,takeouthisunderwear,sweatpants

andvest.IwearthemandImustsayIlooksuper

cooleventhoughtheyarebig.Heclearshisthroat

andIturntolookathimstandingatthedoor.Guys

Sizweisbeautiful,nothandsomebutbeautiful.How

cansomeonebesobeautifuleveninthemorning?

GodcanIpleasenotcatchfeelings?IpromiseIwill

gotochurchandquitgangsterismaslongasyou

stopmefromfallingforhim.

Him:“youlookcuteinthose.”Hebitehislowerlip.



“Honestlyyoulooksosexyinmyclothes.”Ismile.

Me:“whateverMnguni.Ihavetogo.”Iwalkupto

him,hedoesn’tmovefromthedoor.“Ihavemy

reasonforwakingupthisearlysocanIplease

leave?”

Him:“canIpleasegetakissbeforeyouleave

MaSthole?”hepouts.Goshhelookssocuteright

now.Istandonmytiptoesandpullhimdown.Ifirst

lickhischinanduptohismouth,hegiggles.Ibite

hislowerlipandfinallykisshim.Wekissforawhile

andbreakit.

Me:“canIgonow?”

Him:“sure.”Hehandsmemyslippersandcarkeys.

HewalksmeoutandwhenIopenthecardoorhe

movesclosertomeandpresseshisharddickon

myass.“Thisiswhatyoualwaysdotome.You

makemeweak.”IfIturnnowImightnotleave.I

climbintothecarandclosethedoor.Ilowerthe

window.

Me:“youhavetosavesomefornexttime.”Hiseyes

lightup.



Him:“sotherewillbeanexttime?”Ishrug.

Me:“Idon’tknow.”Istarttheengineanddriveout.

Iarriveathome,parkingmycaronthedriveway

anddecideIamnotgoingtochangemyoutfit.I

loveit.Ijustgotomyclosetandwearmywhite

converseAll-Star.Igotothebathroomtotakea

sedative.IgotoLuh’sroomandfindhimsleeping

peacefully,Iinjecthimandheflinchesalittlebut

doesn’twakeup.RelaxbigbrotherIamdoingthis

foryou.Onedayyouwillthankme.Idisposeofthe

needle.Iheadtohisstudyandlookforall

documentsthatstateheownssomething.Fromall

theclubdocuments,restaurants,housesandcars.I

fakehishandwritingandwritealetterstatingthat

heistransferringallhisassetstomyname

becauseheiscurrentlyunstable.

OfcourseIleavetheRoverinhisnamebecausehe

lovesthatcarandhewillnevergiveittoanyone,

lovepotionornot.Ialsolefthispersonalbank



accountuntouched.Soifhedecidestospoilhis

trickhewillusehisownmoneyandnoneofour

business’sfunds.Ialsolockhimoutfrommaking

bigdecisionsaboutthebusinesseslikepromoting

hisbitch.IamloyaltoLwahandIwilldoanything

topreventherrelationshipfromfailing.Luhwillget

backtohissensesandIdon’twanthimregretting

hisdecisionswhenhedoes.

Iputthepapersinanenvelopeandheadout.Itake

mycarkeysanddrivetoourlawyer’shome.Iknow

it’salmost6amandit’snotagoodtimetodo

businessbutIhavetodothis.Iarriveatherhome

andpressthebuzzer.ThegateopensandIdrivein,

parkthecarandgetout.Igettothefrontdoorand

findheralreadywaitinginhergown,slippersand

herhandsinherwaistlikealousymamgobhozi.I

cantellthatsheiseitherangryorpissed.Igetto

her.

Noxolo:“reallySithole?It’s6inthefuckingmorning.



What’ssourgentthatitcouldn’twaittillIgettothe

office?”shealwayscallmebymysurname.Ithink

sheisallergictomynameorthereisaThandeka

outtheresomewhereowamshayangestini.

Me:“canwepleasegetinside?Iwouldn’tbehereif

thiswasn’timportant.”Shehuffsandleadsmeto

herstudy.WebothsitdownandIhandherthe

envelope.“Thereisaletterthereinsidestatingthat

LuvuyoSitholeistransferringmostofhisassets

undermyname.Heisunderstressandheisnot

thinkingstraight.Hesaidhetrustsmetotake

decisionsofanythingconcerninghimwhileheis

absentminded.”Shelooksatmewithasuspicious

lookandIjuststareathernotshowinganyemotion.

Shesighsandtaketheenvelope.

Noxolo:“fine.Iwillhavethepapersreadybythe

endoftheday.”Istandup.

Me:“Iwillbewaiting.Greatdoingbusinesswith

you.”Iturnandleave.

IgethomeandfindZethupreparingbreakfast.We



exchangegreetingsandshehandsmeaplatefull

ofgreasyfood.

Zethu:“isn’tJobejoiningyoutoday?”

Me:“yeahaboutthat.Iwouldlikeallofyoutotakea

dayofftoday.Tellalltheworkersthattheycango

home,exceptfortheguards.Youcancomeback

tomorrow.Iamsorryfornotinformingyouguys

lastnight.”

Zethu:“it’sokay.”Itakeoutmyphoneanddoa

moneytransfer.Zethu’sphonebeepsonthe

counter,sheopensthemessageandsheis

shockedtoseewhatishappening.

Me:“goout,allofyou,withthatmoney.Mytreat.”

Shesqueals.Shethanksmeandheadoutafter

informingalltheworkersaboutthedayoff.They

alsoheadout.

Ifinisheatingandwashmydishes.Iheadoutside

andfindallthedriversandtheguardschillingand

talking.



Me:“heyguys.”Theygreetback.“Youallcango

exceptforLunganiandDanvers.Lunganiyouwill

beguardingthehouseandDanverscomewithme.”

IgobackinsidethehousewithDanversonmy

heels.IinstructhimtotakeLuhandputhiminthe

backseatofmycar.Hedoesasinstructed.Igetto

hisroomandgothroughhisphone.Hehasalready

postedhistrickonWhatsApp.BeforeIdeletethe

statusIcheckwhovieweditandmyheartalmost

stopswhenIfindthatNolby,Noluh,Thabiand

Londekahaveviewedit.GoshnowIhavetodo

damagecontrol.WhenIfinallygetmyhandson

LilianshewillregretthedaysheheardaboutAlloy.

Igotomyroomandtakemyphone,walletandcar

keysandheadout,lockingthefrontdoorafter

makingsurethatthebackdoorisalsolocked.Iam

positivethatthegarageislockedbecauseevery

timeLuhparkshiscarinatnighthelocksit.Itoss



thekeystoDanvers.Hegetinthecaranddrivesout.

IpunchintheGPScoordinatesofKhetho’ssurgery

inthenavigator.Wedriveinsilence.IlikeDanvers

becausehehardlytalkssoIhavetimetothink.

WhatthehellamIgoingtotellthegirls?Butthe

truthalwayssetsyoufree,IguessIwillhaveto

sticktoit.WearriveatthesurgeryandfindKhetho

andSizweintheentrance.Owwbiteme.Whatishe

doinghere?Igetoutofthecarafterinstructing

Danverstowaitforme.Igotothesetwoidiotsand

greetthem.

Me:“IthoughtwehadanagreementDoctor.”

Khetho:“Ifiguredthatifyoudon’ttrustotherpeople

youprobablytrusthim.”

Me:“whatever.”IhuffandsignalDanverstocome

out.“Heisinthebackseat.”Theygotothebackseat

andtheyareshockedtoseeLuh.“Iwillexplain

later.”TheygethiminsideawardandKhetho

signalsthatwefollowhimtohisoffice.“It’sokay

Danvers,Iwillfindmywayhome.Ineedyouto



comebackafteranhourorsotofetchhim.”

Danvers:“afterthat,doIalsotakeadayoff.”

Me:“it’suptoyou.”Henodsandleaves.Wegetto

Khetho’sofficeandsitdown.

Khetho:“thestageisyoursMissSithole.”Hesays

lookingatme,Sizweisalsostarringatme.Iclear

mythroat.Ifeelmypalmssweating.Damnthisis

harderthanIthought.IaskforwaterandKhetho

handsmeaglass.Igulpitallinonegoandtakea

deepbreath.IfeellikeIamtheonewhodid

somethingwrongandIambeingcalledtothe

principal’soffice.

Me:“heisbewitched.Hehasbeenfedalove

portion.Idon’tknowhowstrongitissoIamdoing

thistopreventhimfromdoingmistakesthathewill

regretinthefuture.”

Sizwe:“whatdoyoumeanbewitched?”

Me:“agirlbythenameofLilywhoworksatAlloy

bewitchedhim.Theyarecurrentlydatingandthey

aresuperinlove.”Sizwechucklesandshakeshis

head.Iknowwhatheisthinking.“Mnguniyouknow



howmybrotherlovesyoursister.Youhaveeven

seenit.Hewouldneverdosomethinglikethat.In

hisrightmindLilyisn’tevenhistype.Pleaseyou

havetobelieveme.”Hedoesn’tanswer.“Canyou

pleasedotheprocedurenow?Ihaveother

commitmentstoday.”Khethonodsandexitthe

office.Sizwebreathesoutloudly.

Sizwe:“howareyougoingtohelphimsnapoutof

this?”

Me:“Idon’tknow.Iseriouslydon’tknow.Butonce

Lwandekawakesupwewillfindasolution.We

alwaysdo,together.”TearsfillinmyeyesandI

quicklyrushoutbeforetheyfall.Ireallyloveherand

IreallywanthertowakeupbecauseImissher.

LONDEKA

LastnightIsleptwithabrokenheart.Ican’tbelieve

thatbhutJobecandothistomysisterwhilesheis

layinginahospitalbed,unconscious.Iguessmen

aretrashNeh.ButIneverthoughthewascapable

ofthis.Theirlovewassogenuineandsobeautiful



anditinspiredmetolookforwardtothefutureand

thepossibilityofbeinginaseriousrelationship.

AnywaysIamdisturbedbyaknockonthedoor.I

tellwhoeveritisthatisknockingtocomein.the

dooropensandRainellegetsin.sheissokindand

lovingandjusthumble.Sheis34yearsold.She

callsmeLolobecausesheabusesmyfullname.

WeexchangegreetingsandIsitup.

Her:“therearepeopleheretoseeyou.”Ifrown.The

Mullerscan’tbeherethisearly.Iwonderwhoitis

andthefactthatshedidn’tmentionwhoitisthen

shealsodoesn’tknow.Igotothebathroom,wash

myfaceandbrushmyteeth.IcomebackandI

wearmygownandslippersandgodownstairswith

herwithmyphoneinmyhand.Ifindtheelders

alreadyintheloungeeatingporridge.Igreetthem

andquicklyheadoutside.Igetthereandfinda

silverVWhatchPolo1.0TSICOMFORTLINEDSG

witharedribbonontop.Itsnumberplateis

personalized‘LOLOGP’.Myheartskipsabeat.This

can’tbewhatIthinkitis.Thesalesmancome



forward.

Him:“morning.IamMelisizweDlaminiandweare

fromVolkswagen.WehaveadeliveryforaMiss

LondekaMnguni.”

Me:“that’sme.”

Him:“okayI’dlikeyoutosignheremiss.”Hehands

mesomedocumentsandIsign.“MissLwandeka

Mngunigavestrictinstructionsthatwemust

photographyousoIamnotsureifyouarereadyfor

thepicturesorwhat.”Igigglewithtearsfalling

freely.Sheplannedthis.Shewantedtosurpriseme.

Thisisthebestgiftshehasevergivenme.Mom

comesandwrapsherarmsaroundmeandIsob.

CanshewakeupalreadysothatIcanthankher

properly?Babomdala,auntyandRainellealsocome

andgivemehugs.Ifinallycollectmyselfandstep

forward.

Me:“youcanphotographmelikethis.Thiswas

supposedtobeasurprisesoIcan’thaveaperfect

outfitlikeit’saplannedphotoshoot.”Theyall

chuckle.MelisizwestandsinfrontofthecarandI



standnexttohim.Hehandsmethecarkeysand

thephotographerstartstakingpictures.IhandRain

myphoneandshealsotakepictures.Melisizwe

handsmeabottleofchampagneandafoodbasket,

wecontinuetakingpicturesandwhenwearedone

theyleaveafterhandingmemycarkeysand

documents.

WegetinsidethehouseandIrushtomyroom.I

makemybed,takeawarmshower,dryandlotion

mybodyandgetdressedinacottonwhitethin

strapsleevelessbodysuit,highwaistjeansand

whitesneakers.Ispraymydreadsandletthem

loose.Theyseriouslyneedare-twistsoon.Itake

mywhitebagwhichhasmybooksfortoday’s

classes,putmywalletandphoneinthereandalso

takethecarkeysandheaddownstairs.Theelders

arechattinginthelivingroomanddrinkingtea.

Me:“sisaphumakethinaabanezimoto.”Theyall

laugh.IhandmaLwah’scarkeysandherbankcard



butsherejectsthecard,pridekumtakaNdlovu.

Mom:“whereareyougoing?”

Me:“Iwillstartatthehospital,hangaroundalittle,

andthengoattendmyafternoonclasses.Ihavea

feelingthatsheisgoingtowakeuptoday.Icanfeel

itinmybones.”

Babomdala:“that’sthepositivityweneed

ndodakazi.”Ibidfarewellanddriveout.

Damnitfeelssogoodtodriveacarthatfinally

belongstome.ThisisthelatestmodelsoIwonder

howmuchitcosttobuyandpersonalizeit.DidItell

you?Thecarseatshavemyinitials.Howcoolis

that?AnywaysIdrivetotheMullerresidence.

DakotaalwaysdrivesmearoundinherToyotaPrius.

Todayismyturn.Igettothegateandpressthe

hooterloudly.IamdoingthisbecauseIknowthe

eldersareprobablyatworkbynow.Thegateopens

whentheguardseesthatit’sme.IfindDakotaand

TristininthedrivewayandIturnofftheengineand

stepoutofthecar.



Dakota:“isthatwhatIthinkitis?”sheasks

excitedly.

Me:“youdamnrightitis.”Sherunstomeand

attacksmewithahug.Friendswekeep.Sheis

happyformeandthereisn’tevenapintofjealousy.

Her:“OMG!Congratulationsbabe.How?When?”

Me:“Lwandekahappened.”

Her:“wowsheisthecoolestsisterever.”Sheturns

tolookatTristin.“Youseewhatothersiblingsdo

foryoungersiblings.”TristinandIlaugh.“CanItest

drive?”

Me:“byallmeans.”Ihandherthecarkeysandshe

rushestothecar.Shegetsinanddriveout.Tristin

comestowhereIamstandingandhugsme.

Him:“congratulationsfuturewife.”Healwayscalls

methatbuttodayIamgoingtoletitslidebecauseI

aminagoodmood.Ithankhimandhekissesme.I

respondthenIbreakthekissturningbecauseIcan

hearthatDakotaiscomingback.Heholdsmybutt



squeezingitalittle.Ijumpalittleandhequickly

holdsmywaist.“Iamgoingtowifeyourblackass

soon.Justyouwaitandsee.”Hewhispersinmy

ear,hisvoicesendingtinglesallovermybody.Fuck

thisguymakesmeweak.

Dakotaparksthecarandweallheadinside.Weeat

breakfastandthenweheadtothehospital.Ipost

mypicturesalloversocialmediaandjustlogout

beforeanyonecansendanycongrats.Justmeand

DakotaheadtothehospitalwithoutTristin.Igetto

Lwah’swardandsitinthebed.Itakeherhandand

plantasoftkissinit.

Me:“Iloveyousisiandthankyouforthegiftyou

gaveme.Youarethebestbigsisterinthewhole

worldandIwouldchooseyouoverandoveragain

asmydeputyparent.Pleasewakeup.Thereisa

lottashitgoingonandweneedyou.Weknowthat

youalwayshavesolutions.Youareverysmartand

wherethereisyou,thereisaway.Ihaven’topened



mychampagneandgoodiesbasket.Iamwaiting

foryou.Pleasecomebacktous.”shesqueezesmy

hand.Holyshit.

Themachinesstartbeepingoutloudly.OMG!She

can’tdienow.Dakotarushesoutandcomesback

withherdoctorandtwonurses.Theyescortusout

andclosethedoorsatourfaces.Wegotothe

waitingroomandgreeteveryonethere.Wealsosit

down.

Nolby:“foranewdriveryouareawfullyquiet.”

Thandekagetsinwearingoversizedclothesand

sitsdownaftergreetingeveryone.

Me:“IwastalkingtoLwahandshesqueezedmy

handandthenthemachinesstartedbeepingloudly.

Idon’tknowwhetherwearelosingherorsheis

wakingup.”

Thandeka:“holyshit.HowcanshewakeupwhenI

don’thaveasolution?”shesaysloudlyandwhenI

lookatherIcanseethatshewasthinkingoutloud.



Thabi:“whatisgoingonThandeka?”sheclearsher

throatandrubherhandstogether.Shedoesthat

whensheisthinkinghard.

Thandeka:“LuhisbewitchedbyabitchnamedLily.

Theyaredatinganditseemprettyserious.They

startedyesterdaybutluvuthaamalangabi.Idon’t

knowwhattodo.”Shesayswithabreakingvoice.

Shenevershowsvulnerabilityinpublic.“apartof

mewantshertowakeupsothatwecanwork

togethertocomeupwithasolutiontothisand

anotherpartofmedoesn’twishforhertowakeup

becausethismightderailherhealingprocessand

shemightevenhaveaheartattackbecauseLuhis

herheart.”Alonetearrollsdownhercheekandshe

doesn’twipeit.

Noluh:“holdup.Somethingisfishyhere.Lwahgets

shot,LilyandJobesuddenlybecomesacouple.Am

Itheonlyonewhoisseeingthatthisbitchmay

havesomethingtodowithLwah’sshooting?”

Thandeka:“shedoeshavesomethingtodowiththe

shootingbuthertimeisn’tnow.Rememberrevenge

isadishbestservedcold.”Idon’tmissthe



coldnessinhertone.

Dakota:“whatareyougoingtodotoher?”

Thandekachucklesandsitsback.Audreygetsin

thewaitingroom.

Audrey:“morningguys.Ihavegoodnews.Sheis

awakeandsheisaskingforabsolutelyanyone.”We

alllaughandscreamwhilerushingtoherward.We

findhersitingwithherbackagainstthepillow.She

smileswhensheseesusandwebombardherwith

hugs.Shegiggles.

Lwah:“thankyouguysforthewarmwelcomeback

althoughIcoulddoanythingforSteersflamegrilled

chicken.”Dakotatakemycarkeysfrommyhands.

Her:“comingrightup.”sherushesout.

Nolby:“sohowareyou?Howareyoufeeling?Are

yousore?”shechucklesandhereyesmoveto

Thandeka.

Lwah:“ngokufanjeizinsukuezimbalwausuyajola?”



wealllaughandThandekagiggles.

Thandeka:“soxoxaumasesisobabili.”

Lwah:“sowhereismyfuturehusband?”Thandeka

clearsherthroat.

Noluh:“wedidn’tnotifyhimthatyou’reawake.We

werejustsohappythatwedidn’tthinkaboutother

people.”

Me:“shitletmecallmaandnotifyher.”

Lwah:“mah?”

Me:“yeah.SheisherewithBabomdalaandaunt

Thembelihle.”

Icallthem.LuckilytheyareatSizwe’shouse.They

aresohappyIcanevenhearitintheirvoices.

DakotacomesbackwiththefoodandLwandeka

eatslikeshehasbeenstarvedfordays,well

technicallyshehasbeenstarved.Theeldersand

bhutSizwearriveandIcanseethathedoesn’t

makeeyecontactwithLwandekaandthatcanonly

meanonething,heknows.Audreycomesbackand



asksthatweleavesothatshecanrest,soweleave

afterpromisingthatwewillcomeseeherinthe

evening.

LUVUYO

IwakeupandIfeellikeIhavebeenrunoverbya

truck.Itakemyphoneandcheckthetime.Holy

fuckit’s1pm.AndIhavenomissedcallsfrom

anybody,evenSoma,that’sodd.IcheckWhatsApp

statusesandIcanseepeoplehavepostedthat

Lwahhaswokenup.GoodbecauseIwannaend

thingswithherassoonaspossible.Idon’twant

looseendssoIhavetodothisassoonaspossible.

SothatmyrelationshipwithLilianprosper.Imake

thebedandtakeashower.AfterthatIgetdressed

andheaddownstairswithmyphone,carkeysand

wallet.Igettothekitchenanddon’tseeZethuor

anyofthehelpers,anotheroddthingtoday.Anyone

myphoneringsandIseethattheonewhoownsmy

heartiscalling.Ianswer.



Me:“heybabe.”

Her:“her,Ihaven’tseenyoutoday.Isthereanything

wrong?DidIsaysomethingwronglastnightto

offendyou?”

Me:“noyoudidn’t.Ijustrecentlywokeup.Iamon

mywaytoseeLwahsothatIcanofficiallybreakup

withher.”

Her:“canIcomewithyousothatshedoesn’ttry

andsinkherclawsintomyman?”Ichuckle.

Me:“possessivemuch?WellokayIwillfetchyou

nowmylove.Givemeafewminutes.”Iendthecall

andheadout.IdrivetoAlloyandfetchherandwe

bothdrivetothehospital.Wegetthereandwefind

Lwandekasleeping.IaskLilytowaitformeoutside.

Ishakeherabitandshewakesupyawningand

smileswhensheseesme.HersmileiscontagiousI

can’thelpbutsmilebackbutwhenIrememberthe

reasonmysmiledies.

Lwah:“heymunchie.”



Me:“heyLwandeka.”Shefrowns.

Lwah:“sincewhendoyoucallmebymyfull

name?”Iignoreherquestionandfocusonthe

reasonwhyIamhere.

Me:“Iamgladthatyou’reawake.Thereis

somethingIwanttotellyou.”Shegivesmethego

onlook.“IhavemetsomeoneandIhavefallenin

lovewithher.Iknowthatitwaswrongofmeto

moveonwhileyouwerelyinginahospitalbedbut

youknowwhattheysayabouttruelove,youfindit

inrareplaces.SoIhavetoletyougo.Iknowfor

surethatthereissomeoneoutthereforyou.You

mightnotfindhimnowbutyouwillsurelyfindhim

infutureandlivehappilyeverafter.”Shestaresat

meforthelongesttimeandbustsoutlaughing.

Okay,didIsayanythingfunny?

Lwah:“wowokay.IamsorryIdoubtedyour

comediansidebutyoufinallyprovedmewrong.

That’sthefunniestandcraziestthingIhaveever

had.NowcanIgetmyhugandkiss?”didthebullets



andsurgeriesshiftherbraincells?

Me:“LwandekaIamserious.”Thedooropensand

mybabywalksin.shecomesandstandnexttome

andputherarmaroundmywaist.“ThisisLily,Iam

sureyouknowher.SheisthewomanIwanna

spendtherestofmylifewith.”Hereyeswidens.

Lwah:“you’reserious?”sheasksandInod.Her

eyesbecomeglossy.“WaitwhatdidIdo?Whyare

youdoingthistome?WheredidIgowrong?WasI

neverenoughforyou?”tearsfillhereyesandthey

startfallingdownhercheeks.

Me:“youareenoughbutnotforme.Youareno

longerwhatIneedinawoman.Ihavemovedon

andsoshouldyou.”

Lwah:“please.Iwilltryanddobetter.Iwilltakeyou

outfordinners.Iwill…”shechokeonhertears.

Lily:“relax,breathe,youwillbefineandyouwillbe

thefirsttogetourweddinginvitation.”

Shescreamsoutloudandstartssobbing.The



machinesstartbeatingloudly.Thandekagetsin

rushingandwhensheseesLwandeka’sstateshe

callsthedoctors.Theyaskustogetoutandweall

gooutincludingThandeka.Onceweareoutside

Thandekaturnsandpunchesmehardonmyface.

Shedoesn’twaitformetorecoveroranything.She

kneesmyballsandIgroanholdingthem.

Thandeka:“ifanythinghappenstoherIwilleven

forgetthatyouaremybrotherandfuckyouup

prettybad,youandthishoeofyours.”Sheclicks

hertongueandwalksaway.Lilybrushesmy

shoulder.

Her:“areyouokaybaby?”

Me:“yeah.Iwillbefine.”

.

.

.

#MyKnight



[11/21,10:31] :Chapter40

ThedoctorssedatemeandIfeelmybodygetting

heavy.Iamexpectingmybraintoalsoshutdown

butnoit’swideawake.Iclosemyeyesmomentarily

andwhenIopenthemit’slikeIamingreenrich

healthyfield.Thesunisshiningbrightandthe

warmwindisflowing.Iwalkaroundlooking.Maybe

IwillseesomeoneIknoworanyoneforthatmatter

sothatIknowIain’talone.Ikeepwalkingandstop

totakeabreath.Iinhalethescentofnature.I

continuewalking.

“Nkosazana.”Avoicebehindmesays.Ifreeze.I

knowthisvoice.EvenafteryearsIstillrecognizesit.

Islowlyturnandlookathim.Helooksso

handsome,cleanandfresh.Tearsflowfreelydown



mycheeksandIdon’tevenmakeanefforttostop

them.“Areyoujustgoingtostandthereandwatch

me?”hechuckles.Iruntohimandhughimtightly.

HewrapshisarmsaroundmeandIinhalehisscent.

IhearhimsniffandIknowthatheisalsocrying.

Wefinallybreakthehugandheleadsmetoatree.

Wesitunderitwithourhandsentwined.Iplacemy

headonhisshoulder.

Him:“areyoufinemysecondlove?”Ichuckle.

Me:“seeingyoumakesmehappy.ButIam

heartbrokendad.Amanwhopromisedmeheaven

andearthdroppedmelikeasackofpotatoes

withoutatangibleexplanation.Iamshattereddad.I

feelsuffocated.Heismysourceofoxygenand

withouthimI…Iknowthatwehaveonlybeen

togetherforafewmonthsbutIamsousedtohis

lovethatIdon’tthinkIcanlivewithoutit.”

Him:“firstlyIwanttosayIamproudofyou.You

finishedvarsity,foundajobandyouhaveyourown

farm.YouhavemadeitinlifeandforthatIama



proudfather.”

Me:“thanksdad.”

Him:“youdoknowaZulusayingthatgoes

‘kubamnyamakakhuluumasekuzosa’which

basicallytranslatestoitgetsdarkbeforeyousee

thelight.Itwillbefineandyouwillbeokay.Ijust

wantyoutopromisemethatyouwillletnaturetake

itscourseandyouwon’tdostupidthingsthatmight

landyouinthehospitalagain.”Ikeepquiet.

“PromisemeNkosazana.”

Me:“finedadIpromise.”

Him:“heisyoursoulmate.Youwereconceivedfor

himandhewasconceivedforyou.Youmaynotbe

togethernowbutyouwillfindyourwayback

together.Heisconfusedrightnowandheisn’tin

hisrightmind.Don’ttakewhateverhesaystoheart.

Youarestillhissweetrose.”Igiggleandhidemy

facewithmyhands,dadlaughs.“Youwillbefine.

Thedarkforceswon’twin.”

Me:“whatdarkforces?”

Him:“youwillsoonfindoutyourself.”



Me:“butdad…”hechangesthesubject.

Him:“asmuchasitisnicetositherewithyouand

holdyou,youneedtogoback.Butbeforeyoudo

youmustlistencarefullyandpassonthewordsI

amabouttotellyouastheyare.”Inod.“FirstlyI

needyoutotellLondekathatsheisnotbroken.She

isstillyoung.Shedoesn’tneedtorushlife.She

musthavefun,liveasayoungladybutstophaving

multiplesexpartnersbecausetheywillleaveher

sick.”Iclearmythroat.

Me:“howdoyouknowaboutherlifestyle?”

Him:“Iamdeadnotdumb.Tellmyelderbrother

thatIlovehimandIwillwakeupandkillhimmyself

ifhemarriesmywife.”Ilaughandhejoinsme.“Tell

Sizwethatshemustmarrythewomanshelastly

sleptwith.Hemustn’twasteanytime.Sheisarare

gemandifhedoesn’tmakehismovehewilllose

herforever.”Iwonderwhotheluckyladymightbe,

justhopingitisn’tNthabi.



“TellmywifethatIlovehersomuchandIwill

alwaysloveherandIknowthatshewillalwayslove

me.Butshemustmoveonandfindloveand

happinessagain.Sheisstillbeautiful,sexyand

young.SaythesewordsexactlyasIsaythey:‘Boya

uyakuthandzaQwabewakhophakadenaphakade’.”

Atearfallsdownhischeekandhequicklywipesit.

“Lastlytellmysisterthat‘eLudzidzinikulapho

atotholakhonakhambi’.Shewillknowwhattodo

andshewillknowwhatIamtalkingabout.Tothe

twinsjustkeeponremindingthemthatuMnguni

uyabathandzakhulu.Andtoyoumybeautiful

secondlovehlalawatilekutsinhlitiyoyamishayela

wenafutsiuyohletiungumafungwasewami.

Ngikufiselakonkheokuhleempilweniyakho.

Ngiyakuthandzasthandwasami.”Hehugsme

tightlywhiletearsstreamdownoureyes.

Me:“NgiyakuthandzanamiMnguniwami.”

Him:“Buyelamuvanyalo,hambaNkosazana,vuka.”



That’sthelastthingIhearbeforeIwakeup.Icheck

mysurroundingsandIseethatIambackatthe

hospital.Igaspandsitupstraight.Ibegintosob

whenIthinkabouttheconversationIhadwithdad.

IfeelshandsaroundmeandwhenIlookupIsee

thatit’smom.Ihugherandshealsohugsme.I

finallycalmdownandshepassesaglassofwater

sothatIcandrink.Itakeafewsipsandgiveitback

toher.

Me:“howlongwasIoutthistimearound?”Iask

lookingaround.Ifinditstrangethatthereisonlymy

familyherebutmaybetheywantedsomeprivacy.

Londeka:“onlyadaythistimearound.”

Thembelihle:“howareyoufeeling?”

Me:“betterthanIshould.”Ipausealittle

contemplatingonwhethertotellthemnowabout

dadorlaterbutIdecidethatit’sbetternowbeforeI

forget.“Isawhim,that’swhyIamthiscalm.”



Babomdala:“sawwho?”

Me:“Ntokozo.Hetoldmetopassmessagestoall

ofyou.It’slikeheknewwhenIwakeupyouwillbe

there.”

Sizwe:“buthowisthatevenpossible?”

Thembelihle:“theybothhadthisstrongspiritual

connection.Iwaswonderingwhenhewillshow

himselftoyou.”

Me:“BabomdalahesaidImusttellyouthathe

lovesyouverymuchandhewillwakeupandkill

youhimselfifyoumarryhiswife.”Theyalllaugh.

Babomdala:“theguyhasnosenseofhumorevenin

theafterlife.”Helaughsshakinghishead.

Me:“Londekahesaidthatyouarenotbroken,you

arestillyoung,youmustn’trushlife.Havefunbut

stopwiththemultiplepartners.”Shegiggleswith

tearsstreamingdownherface.Sizwecomfortsher.

“Bhutihesaidthatyoumustwifethewomanyou

lastsleptwith.Sheisararegem,angakuphunyuki.”

Heswallowshard.



Sizwe:“noted.”

Me:“antihesaideLudzidzinikulaphoatothola

khonalikhambi.”Shenodsandgroansmakingthe

soundstraditionalhealersusuallymake.“Mama,”

shelooksatmewithglossyeyes.“Hesaidthathe

lovesyouandhewillalwaysloveyoubutyouare

beautiful,sexyandyoung.Youmustfindhappiness

andloveagain.Hesaid‘BoyauyakuthandzaQwabe

wakhophakadenaphakade’.”Momsobsoutloud

andrushesoutofmyward.

Thembelihle:“Iwillgocheckuponher.”Shealso

exits.Theycomebackafterawhileandwetalkabit.

Theygivemefoodandtheyfinallyleave.Itakemy

phoneandseeallthespeedyrecoverytexts.Ijust

postastatusthankingthemfortheirwishes.I

checkVuyo’sstatusandhehaspostedhisbitchon

it.Iseriouslydon’tneedshitlikethisinmylife.I

lovehimandallbut,asmuchasitisabitterpillto

swallow,Iwon’trunafterhim.Thandekastartlesme

bybargingin.shecomesandhugsme.Ihearsniffs.

OMG!TheMightyThandekaSitholeiscrying.Irub



herbacktryingtocalmherdown.

Her:“IthoughtIlostyou.WhenIheardthoseloud

beepsIfreakedout.IevenpunchedLuh.Iknow

howdangerousheartattacksare.Iwassoscared,

forthefirsttimeinmylifeIwasscaredoflosing

someone.”WebreakthehugandIpatonthebed

indicatingthatshemustsit.Shesitsholdingmy

hand.“Iamsorryaboutwhathedid.Iknowyou

mightnotbelievemebutheisbewitchedandwe

aregoingtohelphimsnapoutofit.”Ichuckle.

Me:“youreallypunchedhim?”shechuckles.

Her:“yeahandIhaven’tseenhimsinceyesterday.”

Me:“youaresmart,you’reloyal,Iappreciateyou.”

Sheburstsoutlaughing.

Her:“anothercompliment.”Shesays

enthusiasticallyandIlaughather.

Me:“howisitpossiblethatIgetshotandshegets

myman?Justlikethat?Isn’tthattoosuspicious?Is

sheinvolvedintheshooting?”



Her:“ifsheisthenshewillregretthedayher

motherdidn’taborther.”Shesaysinacoldtone.I

decidetochangethesubject.

Me:“let’sforgetaboutmeandtalkaboutyou.

What’shappeninginyourlife?Thebaggyclothes

yesterday.”Ilookatherwigglingmyeyebrowsand

shegiggles.

Her:“thereissomethingImusttellyou.Please

don’tbemadatme.”shesaysnervously.Whatthe

fuckisgoingwithThandekatoday?Sheisshowing

toomanyemotions.Sherarelyshowemotions

exceptforhappiness,joyandfun,ifthat’san

emotion.Sheisreallyscarringme.

Me:“okayspill.”Sheclearsherthroat.

Her:“Ikinda,mayhave,possiblysleptwithSizwe.”

Myeyespopout.Iwasneverready.

Me:“wowokay.Sohowwasit?Howdoyoufeel

rightnow?”herfacelightsup.Don’ttellmesheisin

love.

Her:“thebestsexofmylifeLwah.Hesatisfiedme,

filledmeupandwebothenjoyeditequally.”



Me:“amIsensingloveintheair?”shelaughs.

Her:“love?Who?Me?Owplease.”Ilaughather.

Shecontinuestalkingaboutthesex.Isthisthe

womandadwastalkingabout?Ifsheisthenwow.I

wouldn’tmindhavingherasasister-in-lawsothat

sizoshayaamagoalssinyiseabantuonetime.

LUVUYO

Ifeelbadaboutwhathappenedyesterdaywith

Lwandeka.NowIwishthatIhadwaitedtillshewas

dischargedsothatIcanbreakupwithher.Lilywas

sadallthewayaboutthevisit.SheapologizedandI

lovedthatshewashumbleandremorseful.Right

nowIamatBloom&CoFloristbuyingflowersfor

her.IbuyaflowerbasketandheadtoClickstobuy

Glowchocolatebecauseshelikesit.Ithenheadto

thehospital.IfindhertalkingwithThandeka.She

didn’tcomehomelastnight,Ihaven’ttalkedtoher

sinceyesterday.Imustsayshethrowsamean

punch.Iamnotevenmadatherbecauseshewas

right.IwasselfishandIonlyputmyownneedsfirst.



Ienterthewardandimmediatelytheirconversation

diesdown.Thandekaclickshertongueandwalks

out.

Me:“Iboughtyouflowersandyourfavorite

chocolatetoapologizeformyselfishness.Iwent

outthewrongwayinbreakingupwithyou.I

overwhelmedyouandIamsorry.”Isayhandingher

thechocolateandtheflowers.

Her:“youcanputtheflowersoverthere,”shesays

pointingatthetablenearher.Iplacethemthere

andhandherthechocolate.Sheopensitandstarts

munching.Shemoansandcloseshereyeswhile

eating.Shefinallyopenshereyesandbreathesout

loudly.“Thankyou.”

Me:“you’rewelcome.”

Her:“youlookhandsomebytheway.”Shesaysstill

eatingherchocolatenotlookingatme.

Me:“thankyouandyoulook…”sheinterruptsme.

Her:“don’tlie.Ilooklikeazombiebutit’snobiggie.



IgotshotandIwokeuptomyboyfrienddumping

me,sufferedaheartattackandmyshooterhaven’t

beenfound.Lifeifgood.Idon’thavetimetolook

beautifulwhentheuniverseisagainstMe.”she

shrugs.

Me:“Iamsorry…”

Her:“stopfuckinapologizingVuyo.Itwon’tchange

anything.Thankyoufortheflowersandthe

chocolate.Youcanleavenow.”Iopenmymouthto

saysomethingbutsheshakesherheadno.

Me:“okaybyethen.”Iexitherwardfeelingworse

thanIdidbefore.Atleastsheacceptedmyapology,

nowIcanfocusonmyrelationshipwithLilywithout

feelinganyguilt.

LILIAN

TodayismyoffdaysoIamspendingitathome.As

Ihavementioned,IhavenofriendssoIamaloner.

Troyisalwaysawayfromhomeyou’dswearheis

runningawayfromsomething.Ihardlyspendtime

withhimbutwhenIreallyneedhim,heisalways



thereforme.AftershoweringIwearmysportsbra

andshorts.IdoaspringcleaningandafterthatI

cookjustforcontrolbecauseIhavenothingbetter

todo.AftercookingIwatchTV.Iamdisturbedbya

knockonthedoor.Iwonderwhothatmaybe.

Anywayswhoeveritiswillhavetoforgiveme

becauseIamnotabouttogetdressedto

accommodatetheirsurprisevisit.Iopenthedoor

andIamsurprisedtoseeJobestandingtherewith

abunchofflowers,abigteddybearandaplastic

fromWoolies.Imoveoutofthewaysothathecan

comein.hehandsmetheflowers.

Him:“theseareforyou.Actuallyallofthisisforyou,

IjustwantyoutotaketheflowerssothatIcanhave

afreearmtohugyou.”Igiggletakingtheflowers

andtheteddy.Ihughimandheperksmykiss.Is

thishowhavingalovingboyfriendfeelslike?If

that’ssothenIamneverlettinggoofhim.

Me:“thankyousomuchforthese.Letmeputthe



flowersinthekitchenandthebearinmybedroom.”

Hefollowsmetothekitchenandplacestheplastic

heiscarryingonthekitchentable.Weliveinafour-

roomhouse.2bedrooms,1bathroom,kitchenand

loungesothekitchenandthediningroomissortof

inoneplace.Insidethekitchenthereisadining

tablewith4chairs.Iputtheflowersinavaseand

rushtoputtheteddyinmybedroom.Igobackto

thekitchenandfindbaesittingononeofthechairs.

Hehandsmetheplastic.IthasaNandospaperbag,

bottleofwine,chipsandFerreroRocher.

Him:“Iwasprayingthatyouhaven’teatenyetso

that’swhyIbroughtNandos.Youcandishupfor

thebothofus.”Inodandtakeouttheplatesand

dishup.Ialsohandhimthewineglassesandhe

poursthewine.Isitdownoppositehimandwe

starteating.“Sowheredoyouseeyourselfin5

years?”

Me:“probablymarriedtoyouandcarryingour

secondchild.”Hegiggles.



Him:“Iamseriousbaby.Whatareyourdreams?

Inspirations?Long-termgoals?Youcan’thonestly

saythatbeingMrs.Sitholeisyourdream.”He

chuckles.Actuallythat’sexactlymydream.Ihave

neverhadanyaspirationsorhopesbeforeIknew

him.Thegoalwastowake,hustleandliveonthe

now.OnceImethimIonlyhadonewish,tobehis

wife.Ofcoursehemightthinkthat’sanabsurd

answersoIjustcomeupwithaquicklie.

Me:“Ihavealwayslovedfashion.Owningmyown

boutiqueandevenexpandinginternational.”

Him:“doyouhaveaportfolioofyourdesigns?”

thinkofanotherquicklieLily.Iclearmythroatand

fakeasadexpression.

Me:“IhadaboyfriendwhenIwas21.Wewerein

loveandIneversuspectedthattherewasanything

oddabouthim.”lyingisanextremesportespecially

whenyouarelyingatasmartmanlikeJobe.“Ihad

amalefriendandwewereprettyclose.Wespent

timetogetherandevenwentouttohavefun.Theex

-wasn’tdelightedaboutthis.Hewantedmetostop

beingfriendswithmyfriend.WhenIsaidnohe



threatenedhimandlaterwenttobeathimup.Iwas

angryathimsoIdumpedhim.Heretaliatedby

burningallmyportfolios,designs.Hewasnever

remorseful.Myfriendlaidchargesagainsthimso

heisbehindbars.”WellthetruthisIhada

psychoticex,hehadabusivetendenciesandwhenI

wantedtobreakupwithhimhealwaysbeatmeinto

apulp.Mybrotherkilledhim.

Him:“Iamsorryaboutthat.”Hesqueezesmyhand

asifheiscomfortingme.Hishandsaresosoft.“So

youhaven’tmadeanydesignseversince?”

Me:“yeahIwasdiscouraged.Canwenottalkabout

this?”henodsandwecontinueeating.Afterweare

doneeatingItakethedishestothesinkandwash

them.Hestandsbehindmeandholdsmywaist

whilebreathingdownmyneck.Hishandsplaywith

thewaistbandofmyshortandheputshishand

insidemyshort.Godthatleadstothemostintense

lovemakingIhaveeverhad.Afterthatwejust

cuddleonthecouchwatchingmoviesandbonding.

HemakesmyheartskipsabeatandIneverwishto

bewithouthiminthislifetimeagain.



.
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#MyKnight

[11/21,10:32] :Chapter41

Audreydecidestodischargemeafter2days.

Thandekafetchesmefromthehospitalanddrives

mehome.Iamstillheartbrokenaboutthesituation

betweenVuyoandIespeciallyafterthelasttimehe

cametoseemewhenhedidn’tcomfortme,hejust

leftmelikethatwithoutevenknowingwhetherI

wasokayornot.IguessIhavetoacceptthatheis

nothimselfandhavetowaittillauntThembelihle

comesbackwithikhambi.SheleftthedayIwoke

upinandshepromisedtobebackassoonasshe



getsit.Themessagefromdadwassendingherto

getikhambiforVuyo.Thespellheisunderis

powerfulandifwerushcuringhimwemightlose

him,meaninghemightdie.Babomdalaalsoleft

withaunty.

WefinallyarriveathomeandfindThabi,Noluh,

LondyandDakotathere.Dakotaisagreatgirlanda

goodfriendtoLondy.Sheisopenandfriendlyand

herpersonalityisthesameasLondy’s.Ihavehad

dinnerwithherfamilyonceandtheyareaverycool

bunch.It’sjustthatherauntisabitchbutIreally

don’tcareaboutwhatshethinks.Wesitdownand

Rainservesusdrinksandsnacks.

Me:“soiseverythingsetforthewedding?”

Thabi:“wepostponedit.Itwillbehappeningonthe

22nd,nextSaturday.”

Me:“butwhy?”

Noluh:“wecouldn’trejoicewithyouinthehospital.



PlusThabiwantedyoutosingatthewedding.”

Dakota:“youcansing?”sheasksexcitedly.

Thabi:“sheisoneofthegreatestsingersIhave

everknown.Idon’tknowwhysheneverpursueda

careerasanartist.”

Me:“Ilovedagriculturemore.Singingisjusta

hobbyofmine.”

Dakota:“soyouaregoingtosingatthewedding?”

Me:“forThabiI’ddoanything.”

AftersometimetheyallleaveandIbreatheoutloud.

NotthatIdon’tappreciatetheirsupportandtheir

concern,it’sjustthatsometimesyouneedtobe

alonewithyourthoughts.Iheadtomyroomandlie

inmybedfacingtheceiling.Iambacktobeing

singleandlonelybutnowit’smuchbetterbecauseI

havemyownhouseandcarsandastablejob.At

leastifVuyodoesn’tcomebackI’dbeabletosayI

benefittedfromhim.Idecidetostopmopping

aroundandwakeup.Iwearmybootsandheadto



thestables.AsIapproachIcanseethatthereare4

horses.Wheredidtheother2comefrom?Igoto

Senzo,theonewhotakescareofthehorses,hehas

someseriousexplainingtodo.

Me:“hiSenzo.”

Him:“heyboss.It’sgoodtohaveyouback.We

prayedforyourspeedyrecoverybecausethisplace

isdullwithoutyou.”

Me:“thankyou.Nowwhat’shappeninghere?Where

didtheother2comefrom?”

Him:“sisiThandekabroughtthemhereaweekago.

Shesaidit’sasurprise.”GuysThandekaistheshit

shame,friendshipgoals.Ihavetobuyheragift

soon.

Me:“ohhokay.LasttimeIcheckedLionesswasnot

well.Howisshenow?”yeahIknowThandekaisthe

Lionessthat’swhyInamedoneofthehorsesafter

her,shedoesn’tknowityet.

Him:“sheisfinenow.Morethanhealthy.”



Me:“okay.WhenIhaverecoveredfullyIwilltake

herforaride.Nowletmeheadtotheplantation.”

HenodsandIheadtotheplantation.Ifindthe

workersworkingandchattinginbetween.Theylook

sohappyandcalmandintheirelement.Thefarm

managerspotsmeandrushestohugme.When

theyallseemetheyalsocomeandbombardme

withhugs.Ihavedevelopedastrongrelationship

withtheminsuchafewweekssoweareallpretty

closeandmorelikeafamily.Hlumisa,thefarm

manager,speaks.

Hlumisa:“wearesohappyyouareback.Whenwe

heardthatyouwereshotweweresosadandwe

prayeddayandnightforyourrecovery.”

Me:“thankyouguysandit’sduetoyourprayers

thatIamstandinghere,aliveandwell.Ijustwanted

tocheckyouguysandalsotheplants.Hlumisalet

ustakeawalk.”Theothersworkersgetbackto

workandHlumisaandItakeawalkaroundthe

plantation.



Hlumisa:“thereisthisbusinessmanwhoowns

manysupermarketsaroundJohannesburgsohe

cameherebecausehewantsustosupplyour

vegestohim.Thevegetablesonly.”

Me:“dowehaveenoughtosupplyhim?”

Hlumisa:“itisnotenoughbutifwecanextendthe

plantationabitandplantmorevegetablesthenwe

willbeabletomeethisdemands.”

Me:“whendoeshewantsustostartsupplying

him?”

Hlumisa:“atthebeginningofMarch.”Ibreatheout

loud.

Me:“Ramonisalwayslateandusuallyordersless

thanweagreedon.Howaboutweendourcontract

withhim?Inthatwaywecansupplytothenew

clientandcuttingoffRamonwillbuyusmoretime

forthenewplantstogrow.Plushisbusinessisnot

doingwell.”

Hlumisa:“IhearyousisiandIwilldoasyousay.”

Me:“orjusttellhimwearesuspendinghiscontract



andwewillcontinuesupplyinghiminMay.Thatwill

buyusmoretimetoplantandgrowmoreveges.

AndbeforeIforget,onthatdayIwasshotaflorist

approachedmeandaskedifwecansupplyflowers

toher.Ihadtoremindherthatflowerstakemore

timethanfruitsandvegesandshesaidshedoesn’t

haveaproblemwiththat.Iwillforwardyouher

numbersoon.”

Hlumisa:“that’ssocool.Wehavealwayswantedto

growflowersit’sjustthatwedidn’twanttowaste

spaceforsomethingthatwon’tsell.”Inod.

Me:“Ialsowantyoutoorganizeamarketday

wherewewillbesellingthefruitsandveges.This

daywillearnusmorepublicityandmoreclients.I

reallywantthisfarmtogrow.”

Hlumisa:“okay.Iwilldotheplanningandgetback

toyousothatwecansettheactualdateandthe

venue.”Inod.

Me:“seeyoulater.”Iturnandheadbacktothe

house.IfindmominthepatioandIjoinher.Sheis

drinkingteaandeatingsconeswhichIampretty



sureshebakedherself.“Youarestillthinkingabout

whatNtokozosaid?”

Mom:“Ican’tgetitoutofmymind.Ilovehimwith

allmyheartbutIhaveacceptedthathewillnever

comeback.Iamhappythathefinallyletmegoand

nowIamreadytolethimgoandmoveonwithmy

life.”

Me:“talkingaboutmovingon,itwouldbegoodfor

youandusifyoumoveinherepermanently.”Her

eyespopout.

Mom:“hhaybaby,thisisyourhouse.Youalso

deservesomefreedomanddistancefromus.The

factthatweliveinanotherprovincedoesn’tchange

anything.Ifyoureallywanttoseemoreofuswe

willalwayscomehereeveryholidaysbutnotmove

inwithyou.”

Me:“butmom…”

Mom:“kahleprincess.Namngifunaukujolakahle

ngepeace.Imaginesengingenisanjekwakho?”I

laughatherandshealsolaughs.“Ihopeyou

understand.”



Me:“Idoandthankyouforbeinghereforme.”

Mom:“youaremychild.Itismydutytobealways

hereforyou.Youdon’towemeathankyou

sthandwasami.”Iwrapmyarmsaroundher

shoulders.

Me:“Iloveyoumama.”

Mom:“Iloveyoutomybaby.”Sheplantsasoftkiss

onmyforehead.MyEarthGod.

LONDEKA

Istartatthesalontoretwistmydreadanddomy

nails.AfterthatIheadtocampusformyclasses.I

didn’tfetchDakotathismorningbecauseshealso

hadsomethingstodobeforeattendingclasses.I

meetwithherintheparkinglot.Wegreetandhug

eachotherandthenheadtoourclasses.After

classesweheadtotheparkinglotchatting.

Me:“IhaveanappointmentwithSenayain30

minutes.”



Her:“Iamcomingwithyou.Ihavenothingelseto

dothisafternoon.”

Me:“okay.WearemeetinginPretoriasothelast

onetogettherewillbuytheotherlunchforawhole

week.”

Her:“isthatachallengeIamhearing?”

Me:“takeithoweveritis.”Shechuckles.

Her:“gameon.”Webothgetintoourcarsandrace

toPretoria.Shegetstherefirstandsitsonthehood

ofthecarwaitingforme.

Me:“tomydefense,IamnotfamiliarwithPretoria

roads.”Shelaughsandwegetinsidetherestaurant.

WefindSenayaalreadytheresowejustheadtoher

table.Whensheseesusshestandsupandgiveus

hugs.Wethensitdownandawaitertakesour

orders.

Senaya:“soLoloIlovedyourworksomuchthatI

braggedtomyfriendsthatyouwillbeorganizing

mychild’sparty.Someofthemwishtomeetyouon

thedayoftheeventsothattheycanalsobook

you.”



Me:“wowthankyouverymuch.”

Senaya:“somysonisturning4.Heisobsessed

withBlackLighting.Sothethemeofthepartywill

circulatearoundthewholeseries.”

Dakota:“BlackLightingasinJeffersonPierce?”

Senayanods.“Ilovethatseries.Ievenrecordedit.”

Thefoodarrivesandwestarteating.

Senaya:“heisalsocrazyaboutitsothat’sthe

themeoftheparty,BlackLightning.Thepartywill

beheldatmyhouseinthebackyard.About25of

hisfriendswillbethereandtherewillalsobemy

friends,about15ofthem.Youcanjustgoahead

andestimatethatthetotalnumberofguestswillbe

50.”

Dakota:“BlackLightning’scolorsareblack,blue

andyellowsoIguesseverythingwillbeblack,blue

andyellow.”Shenods.

Me:“okay.SomustIordertheoutfitforyourson

onlyoralsoforhisfriends?Ortomakethings

easierIshouldordermasksforthefriends?”

Senaya:“mysonwillonlyweartheJeffersonPierce



costumeandIwillwearThunder’scostumeandmy

olderdaughterwillwearLightning’scostume.You

canordermasksfortherestofthekidsandalso

fashionablemasksfortheadults.”

Me:“okay.What’syourbudget?”

Senaya:“R90000.”Dakotashiftsuncomfortable

nexttomeandItrytomaskmyshock.

Me:“whenistheparty?”

Senaya:“21March.”

Me:“Ihearyou.SoIwillorganizeeverything,from

thecostumes,catering,décor,cakesandall.Will

youalsolikemetoorganizeajumpingcastleand

waterslides?”

Senaya:“thejumpingcastlesareokaybutthewater

slidersareano-no.Wewilldiscussotherdetails

lateron.Iwilldeposithalfthemoneynowandthe

otherhalfaweekbeforethepartythenIwillpayyou

R20000foryourfee.”Whatthefuck?!Isthathow

muchplannersmakeorsheisjustflexing?“What’s



yourbankaccountnumber?”Icallitoutandshe

sendsthemoneyASAP.Shesignalsthewaiterfor

thebillandshepaysandthenstandsup.“Iam

puttingmyfaithandreputationonyou.Pleasedon’t

disappointmeanddon’torderfakethingsthatwill

makemelookbad.Iampayingyoualotofmoney

Lolo.”

Me:“Iwon’tdisappoint.”Shenodsandleaves.

Dakota:“90kforakid’sparty?Thatmoneycan

coversomeone’swholewedding.”Sheexclaims.

Me:“Iamjustasshockedasyouare.Wow.”

Dakota:“Iknowasitewhereyoucanorder

superherocostumes.It’saliexpress.com.Ittakes

about3-4weekstodeliversoifyouwantthe

costumestobehereintimeyouwillhavetoorder

themassoonaspossible.”

Me:“IshouldGooglecateringanddécorcompanies

hereinCenturion.Areyoutryingtotellmethatwe

willbeearning6figuresannuallyinthisindustry?”

shegrins.



Dakota:“soundslikeit.Wegonnabeindependentat

theageof21.”Webothgiggle.

Me:“Iknowwhoisgoingtomakethecakeforme.”

Dakota:“who?

Me:“NoluthandoNkabinde.Comelet’sgotoher.”

Weheadtoherboutiqueandfindherinheroffice.

Wegetinandsitdown.

Noluh:“Londywhatanicesurprise?”

Me:“youhaveabeautifulplacesisibutyohthe

pricesoftheclothesshamewilltakemeabout6

yearstoaffordthem.”shelaughs.

Noluh:“sowhatbringsyouhere?”

Me:“whenareyougoingtocomebackfromyour

honeymoon?”

Noluh:“onthe15thofMarch.Why?”Ibreatheout

loud.

Me:“thereisapartyIhavebeenhiredtoplanandI

wantedyoutobakethecakeforme.Itisonthe

21stofMarchsoIjustwantedtofindoutifyouwill

bebackbythen.”



Noluh:“whatisthetheme?”

Me:“BlackLighting.Thecolorsareblack,blueand

yellow.”

Noluh:“okaywewilldiscussotherdetailswhenI

comeback.Ithinkyoushouldalsohaveagoodies

barsincethisseemslikeakid’sparty.”

Me:“thatwouldbeawesome.”

Dakota:“canIseesomeofthecakesyouhave

designed?”Noluhtakesacataloguefromadrawer

andpassesittoher.ImoveclosertohersothatI

canalsoseesomeofthecakes.“Shutthefront

door!”sheexclaims.“Girlyouarelikethecakeboss

ofMzansi.Whydon’tyouhaveyourownreality

show?Yourcakesaretheshit.”Noluhlaughs.Her

dooropensandapersonwhomIassumeisher

weddingplannerstepsin.

Noluh:“ladieswewilltalkmorewhenIcomeback.”

Me:“okay.Seeyou.”Westandupandheadout.

Dakota:“whenarewebuyingouroutfitsforthe

wedding?”



Me:“howaboutwegotoMallofAfricaonSaturday?

Iamsurewewillfindsomethingtowearthere.”

Dakota:“soundslikeaplan.”

LWANDEKA

ThefollowingdayIwakeupandpreparetogoto

work.Iamnotgoingtostayforlong.Iamjust

goingtocheckhoweverythingisgoingthencome

backbecauseIamnotyetstrongenoughandIam

notoneofthosepeoplewhoareignorantand

hardheaded.IfthedoctorsaysImustrest,Irest.I

wearmyblackskinnyjeans,blackturtleneckand

blackBathusneakerswithablacktrenchcoat.Itis

rainingoutsidesoIwannastaywarm.Iputmy

phone,walletandcarkeysinmyblackleather

backpack.Iheaddownstairsandfindmomand

Londekaalreadysittinginthediningroomeating

breakfast.Momisleavingtoday.Iwillbedrivingher

totheairportfirstthenheadtowork.Igreetthem

andsitdown.IeatandafterthatIdrinkmypills.



Me:“momyoucantelltheeldersthatwewillhave

theceremoniesinthefirstweekendofApril.Ihave

forgivenThabani.Ihaverealizedthatheisdead

andhewillneverbothermeagain.Hemaynothave

apologizedbutIdon’tcare,Iforgivehimwhole

heartedly.”

Londy:“namimamaIalsoforgivehim.Therapyhas

helpedmealot.OpeningupaboutthiswasallI

neededandhimbeingdeadalsocontributedtomy

healingprocess.”Momlookuptostopthetears

fromrollingdownhercheeksandshelooksatus.

Mom:“Iamproudofyouguys.Imaynotsayit

everydaybutIamsoproudofyou.Youfacedyour

demonsandcameoutstronger.YouLwandeka,you

haveyourownfarm,youhaveadegree,youhave

cars,youhaveajob;allofthesethingsthatyou

everwishedforgrowingup.YouLondeka,youhave

takenapathononeofthefieldsthatpayalotand

alreadyyouhaveearnedyourfirstclientwhois

willingtopayyou5figures.Youmakemeaproud

mother.”Shestandsupandwealsostandupand

shareagrouphug.



Idrivehertotheairportwiththei8andwebid

farewell.AfterthatIheadtowork.Thestaffisso

happytoseemethattheycomeandshowerme

withhugs.Nombusoleadsmetomyofficeand

updatesmeaboutallthathasbeenhappening.She

alsotellsmeabouttheeventthatwillbeonFriday,

aValentine’sDayevent.GoshonceagainIam

singleonValentine’sDay.Iamthinkingofanevent

thatwillbenefitmeandtheothersingleladiesout

there.NombusotellsmethatVuyowouldliketosee

meinhisoffice.Lordgivemestrength.Itakeoffmy

coat,placeitonmydeskandheadtohisoffice.I

findhimsittingwithSoma.

Me:“heyguys.”TheygreetmeandVuyooffersme

aseat.IsitnexttoSoma.

Vuyo:“IassumeNombusohasupdatedyouon

whathasbeenhappeningaroundhereandwhatwill

behappeningonFriday.Ijustwannaknowifyou

haverecoveredenoughandifyouwillbehereon



Fridaynight.”

Me:“Iamgettingthere.IthinkIwillbestrong

enoughtocometoworkonFriday.Ialsothoughtof

doingasingleladiesnightonThursday.Beforeyou

sayit’sashortnotice,Iwillhaveaposterreadyby

thiseveninganditwillreceivelotsofattentionin

yourInstagram,mine,Thandeka’sandNolby’s.We

havemanyfollowerssouspostingwilldetermine

thenumberofladieswhoaregoingtoshow.”

Soma:“aresinglemenalsoallowed?”

Me:“thereisnosuchthingasasingleman

emhlabeniSoma.”

Soma:“butIam.”

Me:“manini?Dragonladyfinallygrewherwings

andleftyoucheatingass?”

Soma:“yeah.Iguessitwasn’tmeanttobe.”

Me:“uzobastrong.You’renottheonlyoneolahliwe,

minanawesameWhatsAppgroup.”Helaughsand

Vuyoclearshisthroat.



Vuyo:“soyouwillbehiringartiststoperformon

Thursday?”

Me:“yeah.Thisisforentertainingsingleladiesso

AubreyQwana,BlaqDiamond,Kwestaandthe

ScorpionKingswilldo.AndalsoKamoMphelaand

Dot.IwillalsoneedmalestrippersandRobotBoi

withuMbaliWethuasthehosts.”Vuyoscratches

hishead.

Vuyo:“IwillseewhatIcando.”

Me:“no.makeithappen.Please.”Hesighsand

nods.

Vuyo:“sowherethefuckamIgoingtogetmale

strippers?”

Me:“relax.Leavethattome.Allyouhavetodois

preparethebookingsmoney.OnceIgetanartist

youmakethedeposits.”

Vuyo:“whereareyougoingtogetmalestrippers?”

Me:“whydoyoucare?”

Vuyo:“Idon’t.”

Me:“goodthen.”Istandup.“Ionlycametotellthe



staffthatIamback.Iwillbereportingforduty

tomorrow.Seeyoutomorrowguys.”Iturnandhead

out.

Igettomyofficeandmakesomecallstothe

managersoftheartiststhatIneedforThursday.

LuckilyIfindallofthem.Ithenforwardtheir

bankingdetailsandcoststoVuyo.AfterthatItake

mythingsandheadtomycar.IdrivetoAlloy,

whereIamhopingtofindThandekathere.Iget

thereanddecidetoparkwherethecustomerspark.

IgetinsideandimmediatelyseeLilyatthebar.She

seesmetooandflashesanannoyingsmile.Ittakes

alotofself-controlnottogothereandpunchher

teethout.AnywaysIheadtoThandeka’sofficeand

findhereating.Isitdownandtakeonebuffalowing

andeatit.

Thandeka:“withoutevengreetingLwah?”sheasks

andIlaugh.

Me:“howareyou?”sherollshereyes.



Thandeka:“whatdoyouwant?”

Me:“IamhostingaSingleLadies’nightatFestson

Thursday.”

Her:“ahhshamekonjeyouhavejoinedtheclub.”

Shelaughs.

Me:“whateverbitchikazi.Ineedmalestrippersand

alsofemalestrippersjusttospicethingsupnje.”

Shegivesmeasinistersmile.

Her:“whenLuhfinallygetsbacktohissenses,he

willkillusforthis.”Webothlaugh.Shetakesher

phoneandcallssomeone.Afterawhilesheputsit

down.“Done.IamsocomingtothisSLN,Ican’t

missit.”

Me:“canyougetsomeonetodoaposterforme?”

shenods“alsostateintheposterthatthefirst50

ladiestocomewillgetafreecocktail.”

Her:“sesion,sohambasesdonsana.”Shesingsout

loudandIlaughather.

Me:“IthinkAlloyshouldhosttheSLNonSaturday.”

Her:“yeahyou’reright.Butourswillincludesex



therapistswhowillgiveussextips.”

Me:“yeyndiyeza.”Shelaughsoutloud.“Canthe

posterbeavailablebythisevening?”

Her:“whichartistsaregoingtobethere?”Itellher.

“OkayIwillmakesurethattheposterisavailableby

5pm.”

Me:“intheposterincludethatthedresscodeis

shortdresseswithheelsor2piececroptopand

miniskirtswithheelsorshortjumpsuitwithheels.”

Her:“Ican’twait.”Shescreams.

AftermeetingwithThandekaIgotoZumbaHair

Salon.IwashmyhairthendotribalBeyoncépondo

hairstyle,Idotealstilettomanicureandteal

pedicure.Ipayandgohome.IalreadyknowwhatI

willbewearingonThursday.Mysexiestdressever.

IamahundredpercentsurethatIwillbeassexyas

hellandtherewon’tbeabaewhowillbefussing

overhowrevealingmydresswillbe.

.
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#myknight

[11/21,10:32] :Chapter42

LUVUYO

TomorrowisValentine’sDay.Ihaveorganized

everythingformybabe.Iwillbetakinghertothe

PalazzoMontecasinohotelfordinnerandwewill

alsosleepthere.IhaveboughtaMichaelKors

women’sBradshawrosegoldroundstainlesssteel

watchandaMacmake-upkitforherbecauseIhave

noticedthatshelovesmake-up.Iamplanningon

takinghertoGoldReefCityforsomefunand

games.Ihopeshewilllikeallmysurprises.

CurrentlyIamonmywaytoFestsfortheSLN.The



responsefromladiesonsocialmediawas

promising.IjusthopetheywillfillupFests.Lily

wantedtocomeheretonightbutIhadtoremindher

thatsheisnotasinglelady.Shesulkedandbegged

butIstoodmyground.Nogirlfriendofminewillbe

watchingstrippersliveinmypresence.

IarrivethereandIseealonglineofladieswearing

shortdressesandskirtsandjumpsuitswithheels.

Yohayytheyaredefinitelygoingtofillupmyclub.I

parkthecarandgoinside.Wowthedécorisso

beautiful.LwandekaandLondekaoutdid

themselves.Eventhewaitressesaredressed

differentlytonight.Theyalllooksexy.Iheadtothe

VIPandsignalawaitresstobringmeaglassof

whiskey.AwhilelaterSomajoinsmeandyoucan

seethatheisasamazedandIam.

Soma:“allIcansayiswow.IdoubtedLwandeka

andIoweheranapology.Anddamntheseladies

arelookingsupersexyandbeautiful.”Ichuckle.



Me:“theymaylooksexybutIhaveeyesforonly

onewoman,myLily.”

Soma:“Mxmjustforgetaboutherforonenightand

focusontheviewsmjita,theviews.”Ilaughand

shakemyhead.

LWANDEKA

ThandekaisdrivingtheH1andweareheadingto

Fests.It’sThandeka,Londeka,Dakota,Nolbywho

surelytrickedhermanintocomingtotheSLN,

FortunateandI.Iwilljusttellyouwhatweare

wearingbecauseyohwearelookingsuper-hotand

supersexy.Dakotaiswearingamustardtightshort

sleevedjumpsuitwithbrownplainbucklechunky

heels.Fortunateiswearingaburgundyshort

MelroseBrasildresswithblackheels.Nolbyis

wearingatwopieceVersaceAcanthusprintpleated

silkminiskirtandbralettetopwithHelsagolddress

heels.Loloiswearingablackandwhitetwopiece

(croptopandminiskirt)withwhiteblockheels.

Thandekaiswearingablackshortzipperlong



sleevepulloverbodycondressandblackstrappy

heelswithfeathers.AndIamwearingabronzing

silverbodyconsleevelessbacklesspartysummer

dresswithAldonipperssandalhighheels.

WefinallyarriveatFestsandyohthelineoutside

andIamsohappythattheladiesrespectedthe

dresscode.Wegetinside,theladiesgototheVIP

sectionandIheadtothekitchen.Ifindmostofthe

staffthere.Good.

Me:“eveningguys.Ibelievethattonightisoneof

ourbusiestnights.Don’tpanicanddon’tbescared

bythenumberofpeopleoutside.Justdoyourwork

well.IhopewereachourtargetwhichisR500000

andevenexceedit.Andgentlemendon’tlosefocus

becausetheladiesoutthereareprettyhot.”They

laugh.

Sabatha:“includingyoubosslady.”Ilaugh.



Me:“thanksforthecompliment.Pleasedon’tforget

thepromotiontoday.Theybuy3bottlesofMoet&

ChandonImperialandgetafree6-packBernini

blush.Nowdogettowork,goodluckfortonight

andlet’smakemoney.”

NombusoinformsmethatRobotBoianduMbali

Wethuhasarrivedandtheyarewaitingformeinthe

VVIPareasoIheadthere.Igreetthemand

exchangehugsandonceagainthankthemfor

comingatsuchashortnotice.Iforwardtheline-up

tothemandtheyheadtothestage.TheVVIPis

closedforcelebsonlytoday.Theclubstartsfilling

upandmosttablesinthegeneralareaarealmost

full.

IheadtotheVIPsectionandIamsurprisedtosee

Vuyothere.Whenheseesmehiseyespopoutand

hequicklymaskshisshockedexpression.Evenif

youarenothappyaboutmyoutfityouhavenosay

bhutibecauseyouleftme.Beyoncéformationplays



andIgocrazy.Iamamemberofthebeehiveso

ningothuki.Myminicrazymomentisdisturbedby

Nombusotappingmeonmyshoulder.Iturnand

lookathergivingVuyoandSomamyback.My

backviewistheactualkillerofthisdress.

Nombuso:“businesstycoonLuyandaishereandhe

askedforthemanagertogethimatable.”

Me:“LuyandaasinLuyandaMthethwa?”shenods.

Holyshit.That’soneoftherichestmaninMzansi.I

quicklygotowhereheisstandingwith2ofhis

friends.“EveninggentlemenandwelcometoFests.

IamLwandekaMngunithemanager.HowmayI

helpyou?”Luyandaflashesasmile.MyGodtheguy

ismorehandsomeinpersonbuthasnothingon

Vuyo.He’dmakeagoodrebound,justkidding.His

friendsalsolookhandsomeandyoucanseethat

theyareswimminginmoney.Theyaresquadgoals.

Luyanda:“eveningNkosazana.”Whydidhehaveto

usethatname?MyinsidesmeltandIsmile.“Can



youpleaseshowusatable?Wewantedoneatthe

VVIPbuttheytoldusthatit’sofflimitstonight.”

Me:“pleasefollowme.”Ileadthemtoatablenear

theladies’table.Theyscreamatthegentlemenas

wepassthem.Nolbyscreamstheloudest.Igiggle.

Ishowthemthetableandtheysitdown.“Nombuso

isheretocateryoureveryneed.Andalsodon’tbe

afraidtoaskmeforanything.”

Luyanda:“canIjustsayyouareverybeautifuland

Jobeisoneluckyman.”Ichuckle.SoeveryFrickin

maninJoziknowsVuyo?Ifeelhispresencebehind

mesoIturnandourlipsnearlymeet.Hiscologne

smellssogoodandmakesmemisshisarms

aroundmesomuch.Iwannatouchhimandhimto

touchmebutheis‘taken’nowsoIhavetostay

clearofhim.OrelseIwillfindmyselfintheER

again.Thatwasawkward.Iturnbacktothe

customers.“ManIwasjustsayinghowluckyyou

aretohavesuchabeautifulflowerasyourwoman.”

Vuyochuckles.



Me:“Iwillleaveyoutoitthen.”Igototheladies’

table.ItakeaseatnearNolby.

Fortunate:“Iwouldn’tmindhavinganyoneofthe

threejustforthenight.”Shestatesandlicksher

bottomlip.

Thandeka:“meandyoubothhoney.”Sheraisesher

glassintheairandIlaughatthem.

Londy:“arewejustgoingtoignorethefactthat

Nolbyiswearingsomeone’sannualsalaryinher

body?”wealllaugh.Londyisright.Nolby’sskirt

costabout23kandthebraisabout16k,Idon’t

knowhowmuchtheheelscost.Nolbyshrugs.

Nolby:“perksofbeingaprincess.Mywholecloset

canbuysomeoneacar,houseandmaintain

him/herfor3or4years.”Hermotherisaqueenand

herfatherisaKing.Ihavebeentoherhomein

EasternCapeandthat’swhyInolongergetamazed

whenIseeherwearingexpensiveclothes.

Dakota:“you’reandactualprincess?That’ssocool

man.”



Fortunate:“whenarethestrippersarriving?”the

othersallnodinagreementwaitingtohearmy

response.

Me:“y’allbitchesarethirsty.”Theylaugh.“Ihave

seentheirvideosandallIcansayisdon’trushtheir

performanceunlessyouhaveanextrapantyliner

becausetheyaregoingleaveyousoakingwet.”

Nolby:“babythatiswhatwecamefor.”Shesings

outloudandtheothershypeher.

Me:“uzolahlekelwaumendo.”

Nolby:“Iamsinglefortonight.Iamsupportingyou

friend.”Sheperksmylipsandsidehugsme.

Me:“youaresmart,you’reloyalandIappreciate

you.”IsayinDjKhaled’svoice.

Nolby:“DjLwandy.”Shesaysinahighvoiceandwe

laughather.

Me:“Iamthinkingofcrowningthebestdressed

ladytonightwithabottleofHouseofBNGjustfor

control.”

Thandeka:“that’sawesomeandIvolunteertopay



forit.”

Me:“that’sawesome.Letmegoandannouncethat

onstage.”Istandupandshealsostandsup.

Thandeka:“Iamcomingwithyou.”Wegotothe

generalsectionandsomanyladiesaregreetingus

andsomewantpictureswithus.Ican’tstop

complementingtheirdresscode.Wegettothe

stageandweaskforthemasksfromtheMCs.The

musicstopsandeveryonestaresatthestage.

Me:“eveningsingleladies.”Theygreetback.“You

alllooksobeautifulandsosexy.Wellwehavean

announcementtomake.Atexactly12amwewillbe

crowningthebestdressedlady.”Theyallscream.

Thandeka:“thewinnerwillbegettingabottleof

HouseofBNGandafreelapdancefromoneofthe

strippers.”TheyscreamsoloudIcan’tevenhear

myheartbeating.

Me:“wellpleasedoenjoyyourselves.Seeyouat

midnight.AndanotherannouncementIwanna

makeisIamalsosingle,forreal.Youknowthat

momentwhenyoubaebreaksupwithyouafew



daystillValentine’syoubelike‘nobendiqhelwaqha,

Kshuthibendiyisidechick’.Wellkemnqundu

wendodayoumayhavebrokenupwithmebutyou

boughtmeafarmsoatleastIsecuredthebag.”

Theyallhypeme.Werushoutofthestagebefore

theycangetachancetorespond.

LONDEKA

Imustsaytonightisverylit.Iheadtothegeneral

dancefloorbecausethat’swherethemagic

happens.Igetthereanddancemybuttoff.DjVirgo

getsonstageanddoeswhathedoesbest.Idance

untilIfeelhandsonmywaist.Iwonderwhothatis.

IturnandIammetbyTristin’sface.Okaythisis

weird.Doeshehavetobeeverywhere?

Me:“whydoyouhavetobeeverywhereIgo?”

Him:“you’remyfuturewifesoIamlookingaftermy

property.”

Me:“IamnotyourpropertyTristin.Iamsingle.



Pleasegotormentsomeoneelseandleaveme

alone.”

Hedoesn’tlisteninsteadhewalksoutpullingmeso

thatIfollowhim.Wefinallygetoutsideandhepins

meagainstthewall,smashinghislipsonmine,his

handswonderingallovermybody.Iwrapmine

aroundhisneckandgiveintohiskissbecause

thereisnouseplayinghardtogetwiththisguy.He

grabsmyassandliftsmeup,Iwrapmylegs

aroundhiswaist.ThiskississosexualIfeellikewe

aregoingtostripoffeachothernowandfuckhere.

Hefinallystopskissingmebutdoesn’tputme

down.

Him:“IhavefalleninlovewithyouLondeka

Mnguni.”OMGheactuallylearnedtopronouncemy

nameandsurnamewell.

Me:“canyoupleaseputmedownfirst?”heobliges

andgentleputsmedown.

Him:“IlikedyoufromtheveryfirstdayIsawyou



withmysister.Iknowyousaidyouareinnostate

forarelationshipandyou’restillintherapybutIjust

can’twaitforthat.Wewon’thavesexuntilyou

completeyoursessionsoruntilyou’reready.Ijust

can’tlivewithoutyou.Iamnotjokingtoday,Iam

deadserious.Pleasegiveme,giveusachance.I

loveyou.”OkayIamspeechless.Ihavealways

thoughtmaybehewasjustkiddingandflirtingwith

mewhenhesaidhewillwifeme.Ididn’tknowhe

wasserious.

Me:“Ican’tbelievewearehavingthisconversation

here.”Ichuckleandhealsochuckles.

Him:“let’sgositinmycar.”Inodandheleadsme

tohiscar.Wegetinthebackseatandsit

comfortably.

Me:“Idon’tknowhowtoloveaboyfriendTristin.I

thoughtIdidbutmytherapistmademerealizethat

Iwasinrelationshipsforsexonly.Youmayloveme

butyouwon’treceivetheloveyoudeservefrom

me.”



Him:“canwepleasetry?Iwillteachyouhowtolove.

IknowImaysounddesperaterightnowbutI’d

ratherteachyouhowtolovethangooutthereand

datesomeonewhoisexperiencedinlove.Ichoose

you.JustletmeintoyourheartandIwilldoallthe

work.”Ishiftandplacemyheadonhisshoulder

andwrapmyhandsonhisupperarm.

Me:“fine.”

Him:“Iamserious,youdon’thaveto…waitwhatdid

yousay?”hedidn’thearme.

Me:“Isaidfine.Iamwillingtogiveyou,usa

chance.”Hepicksmeupandplacesmeonhislap

inastraddlingposition.Hehugsmetightlyand

saysthankyouinalowvoice.Westayinthat

positionforalongerperiodandfinallybreakthe

hug.Iperkhislipsandhegiggles.“Nowcanweget

backtotheparty?”

Him:“itssingleladies’nightandyou’renolongera

singleladysodothemath.”

Me:“yoursisterwouldliterallykillmeifshefinds

outthatIditchedherforyou.”



Him:“finelet’sgoback.”

LUVUYO

WhenLwandekaannouncedthatshewassingleon

stageIdon’tknowwhatIfeltbutwhateverthatIfelt

wasnotgood.Idon’tknow,maybeIstillloveheror

likeher.AndthefactthatthereasonIbrokeupwith

herisnotclearisoneofthethingsthatisgoingon

inmymind.Butmaybethat’showeveryonegets

likewhentheyseetheirextryingtomoveon.

AnywaysSomashakesmebringingmebacktolife.

Me:“what’sup?”

Soma:“Luyandaistalkingtoyou.”Wedecidedto

joinLuyandawithhisguysintheirtable.

Luyanda:“manhowdidyouletgoofawomanlike

that?Imeanshelookslikea2in1.Agirlfriendand

awifematerial.”

Me:“Iguessthingsdidn’tworkout.”

Luyanda:“soyouwouldn’tmindifIshootmyshot?”



thereisthatfeelingagainthatIfeltwhenLwandeka

announcedherrelationshipstatus.AmIjealous?

Butwhowouldn’tbe.Heroutfittonightis

provocative.Itmakesmewannabendheroverand

fuckherfrombehind.

Me:“manIhaveanincrediblewomannowsoI

wouldn’tmindyouhavingathingwithLwandeka.”

Whydoesthatleaveabittertasteinmymouth?

Soma:“areyousureaboutthat?”hewhispersinto

myearandIgivehimthedeathstare.Hejustraises

hishandsasasignofsurrendering.

LWANDEKA

Thestrippersarriveandyohthemusclesshame.6

ofthemgotothegeneralsectionandtheladiesare

touchingthemallover.3ofthemcometotheVIP

area.WellIhiredalittlestageandapolejustfor

tonightandjustfortheVIPsection.Theygreetus

andstartdoingtheirthing.Theyaskfor1ladythey

aregoingtodoalapdancetoandmyfriendspush

meforward.BeforeIcanthinkaboutitIambeing



carriedtothestageandtheyputmeinachairatthe

center.

Thesebitchesarebusyscreamingandtaking

videos.Idecidenofuckit,Immagive‘emareal

show.Istandupandpushthestripperwhowas

abouttogivemealapdanceintothechairIwas

sittingat.Bynowthescreamsareescalating.Istrip

forhim,movingmybodyniceandslowwhile

Ciara’sBodyPartyisplaying.Ikeepondancing

untilIfeelmybodybeingdraggedoffthestage.

Whoeverthatisdraggingmedecidestopickmeup

andplacemeoverhisshoulder.Fuckit’sVuyo.

Howisthisevenpossible?Howcanhebejealous

ofmewhileheisundersomebitch’sspell?Weget

tohisofficeandheplacesmeonhisdesk.He

pacesupanddownandIcanseethatheiseither

pissedorangry.

Me:“whydidyousothat?Iwasenjoyingmyself.”

Him:“youarethemanagerofthisplace.Didn’tyou



thinkaboutthisclub’sreputationwhenyougoton

thatstage?”

Me:“itwasharmlessfunnjeVuyo.AndIampretty

surepeopleenjoyedmystrippingmorethanthey

aregoingtoenjoywatchingtheotherstrippers.”

Him:“soyouhaveintoastrippernow?Youhave

degradedyourselfinthatmanner?”Igetoffthe

deskangrily.Thisfuckerisinsultingmenow.

Me:“fuckyouyezwa.Don’tshitonme.Don’tmake

megocrazyonyou”hestopspacingupanddown

andcomestostandinfrontofme.

Him:“don’ttalktomelikethat.Don’tdisrespect

me.”Ichuckleangrily.

Me:“soit’sfineifyoudisrespectme?Kuyehlelala

ngakimi?UngazongidakelwawenaVuyo.”Iturnto

walkoutandhegrabsmyarmroughlyturningme

andsmasheshislipsonmine.GoshasmuchasI

wannaenjoythisIwon’t.Rightnowheisactinglike

ajealousexnotmyVuyo.Ipushhimandslaphim

hard.“That’sfortryingtotakeadvantageofmylove

foryou.”Iquicklyrushoutofhisoffice.



FuckIcan’tbelieveIjustslappedhim.Heisso

gonnapunishmeoncehegetsbacktohissenses.

HeoncepunishedmewhenIdisrespectedhim.He

fuckedmehardandwheneverIwasabouttocum

hewouldjustpullout.IvowedfromthatdaythatI’d

neverdisrespecthimagain.ButIamentitledto

rightnow,right?Thatkissevokedsomany

emotions.

IfeeltearsthreateningtocomeoutsoIjustrushto

myoffice.IcryuntilIfeelbetterthenIre-domy

make-up.AfterthatIcheckonthecelebsiftheyare

stillokay,thenIgotothekitchentocheckif

everythingisfine.Ithenheadtothetillsandthe

cashierstellmethatwehavereachedourtarget

andhaveevenexceededit.That’smusictomyears.

Iorderashotofvodkaatthebaranddownitonone

go.Thatshouldgivemesomeconfidencetoface

thepeopleattheVIP.IheadbackthereandImeet

Luyandaontheway.



Him:“thoseweresomekillermoves.IfIwereJobe

I’dbejealoustoo.”Ichuckle.“Sosinceyou’resingle,

canItakeyououtonadate?”anentireblackBill

Gateinterestedinme,orisitthedress?Yeahit’s

definitelythedress.

Me:“IjustgotoutofarelationshipandIamnot

interestedingettingintoanythingelse.IfIget

involvedwithsomeoneelserightnowitwouldbea

reboundbecauseIstillloveVuyowhole-heartedly

eventhoughhebrokeupwithmefornoreasonat

all.”

Him:“wellheisajerkforlettinggoofaphenomenal

womanlikeyou.”

Me:“thanksforthecompliment.”Igettomytable

andtakemyseat.“Sohaveyouguysdecidedonthe

bestdressed?”

Nolby:“ohhyeahwevotedandcameupwiththe

onewhowasthebestforallofus.”

Me:“wellwhoisshe?”shepointsaladywearingan

abovekneelongsleevepleatedpullovermidwaist



browndresswithnudestilettos.Damnsheisso

sexy.“Itotallyagreewithyou.Shemakesme

jealousofherlegsguys.”Theyalllaugh.“Didyou

gethername?”

Thandeka:“yesit’sNombuleloShange.”Icheckthe

timeonmyphone.

Me:“it’s23:57solet’sgodownstairs.”Thandeka

standsupandweheadtothebar.Shebuys2

bottlesofHouseofBNGanda12-packofBelgravia.

“Girlthatwasn’twhatweagreedon.”

Thandeka:“wellyousawthatoutfitgirl.She

deservesthisandmore.”

Me:“you’reright.”Itakeoneicebucketwhichhasa

sixpackandoneofthebottlesandThandekatakes

theothericebucketwhichisthesameasmine.We

gotothestageandaskfortheMicfromtheMCs.

Theyhandus.

Me:“wellsingleladiesaswepromisedthatwewill

becrowningthebestdressed,thetimehascome.

BeforewecrownherI’dliketosayyoualllookso



stunning,beautifulandsupersexy.”Theyall

scream.“SoourbestdressedtonightisMiss

NombuleloShange,pleasecomeuphere.”hereyes

popoutandsherushestothestage.Herlegsare

morebeautifulinpersonandyohherboobslook

super-hot.Wehugherandhandhertheicebuckets.

ThenightproceedsandIamsohappytobe

informedthatVuyoleftsoonafterthatstripper

incident.LuyandatrieshisluckagainandIendup

givinghimmynumberbutthatdoesn’tmeanIwil

datehim.Myheartbeatsforonlyonemanonthis

planetandthatmanisLuvuyoSithole.

.

.

#myknight

[11/21,10:33] :Chapter43



LILIAN

It’sSaturdaymorningandIamwakingupatthe

PalazzoMontecasino.Yesterdaywasthebest

Valentine’sDayIhaveeverhad.Ienjoyedevery

gameweplayedatGoldReefCity.Thedinnerwas

beautiful,elegantandclassy.ThistimeIworemy

owndress.Itwasamustardlongboobtubecocktail

dresswithathighhighslitandhecouldn’tkeephis

handstohimselfthewholenight.AllIcansayis

thatLuvuyoSitholeisthebestboyfriendever.

WhenIsawavideoofhimdraggingLwandekaoff

thestageIgotalittleworriedthatmaybeheis

gettingbacktoherbutIwaswrong.Heonlysaidhe

didthatforthereputationoftheclubandIhave

nothingtoworryabout.AndafteryesterdayIreally

havenothingtoworryabout.Heismineallmine.I

wentcrazywhenhegavemeaMichaelKorswatch.

Ihavealwaysdreamedofowningoneandhemade



mydreamcometrue.Iwassuperhappy.Whenhe

gavemethemake-upkitIshoweredhimwithkisses

alloverhisfaceandhisneckandhewasgiggling

alltheway.

Lastnight’ssexwasthebomb.Iwouldn’tbe

surprisedtofindoutthathemademepregnant.

ActuallyIamhopingthat’sthecase.Hemadeslow

andpassionatelovetome.Hepouredhisheartout

whilethrustinginandoutofme.Itwaslikeamovie

scene,itwastoogoodtobetrue.Weevensheda

fewtears.That’showgreatthesexwas.Heeven

askedmetomarryhimbutIamprettysurethat

wasjustsextalk,youknowpeoplesayallkindsof

thingswhenthesexisgood.IfeelbadthatIdidn’t

gethimanythingbuthetotallyunderstoodthatI

can’taffordagiftandpromisedtopromoteme

soon.

AnywaysIwakeupandcheckthetimeonmy

phone.It’s10:23.Fuckweoversleptbutit’snotlike



wearerushinganywherebecausehesaidwewill

becheckingoutlateafternoon.Igotomy

InstagramandIamhappytosaythatbecauseof

JobeIhavegained50kfollowersinsuchashort

period.Peoplearecommentingnicethingsonlyand

therearethosefewindividualswhoarebusysaying

‘itwillendintears’wellIamsaying‘itwillendin

tearsofjoy’.Iputmyphonedownandturnmy

attentiontothehandsomemannexttome.Ikiss

himalloverhisfaceandhegigglesandopenshis

eyes.

Me:“morningmyprincecharming.”

Him:“morningbeautiful.Howdidyousleep?”

Me:“likeababyandyou?”

Him:“likeanaughtyteenager.Ikeptondreaming

aboutbeinginbetweenyourlegs.”Ilaughand

punchhimplayfully.

Me:“youlovesexsomuchthatyouevendream

aboutit.”



Him:“noIdon’tlovesexIjustlovemakingloveto

you.”Mycheeksturnredbecauseoftheblushing.

“Anywayslet’sgetupandshower.Westillhavea

lottodotoday.”Webothgetupandgoshower

together.

LWANDEKA

It’salreadyMondayandwearedrivingtoNorthern

Cape,BarklyWesttobeprecise.Wearemeetingup

withthebuildersbuildingtheSitholehomestead.

Wehadaverylitweekendandwegotdrunkfrom

Thursdaynighttoyesterdayevening.Ihadadate

withLuyandaonSaturdayandheboredmetothe

core.Hekepttalkingabouthisbusinessesand

achievements,basicallyhekeptonbragging.Isent

Thandekaamessageandsherescuedmefromthat

horribledate.

IblockedVuyofromanysocialnetworksbecause

hekeptpostinghisbitch.Theirlevelofhappiness

mademewannapukesoIjustblockedhimfora



peaceofmind.Hecamewithhisgirlfriendonthis

tripbutThandekasuggestedthatweusedifferent

carssothatwedon’tendupkillingeachother.We

havealreadyarrivedinNorthernCape.

Me:“sowhodesignedthisnewhouse?”

Her:“rememberwhenIwenttoKZNafewweeks

back?”Inod.“Imetupwiththisamazingarchitect

bythenameofNtombifuthiCele.Shedesignedthe

houseforme.SheistheCEOofDubandlela

ConstructionCompany.”

Me:“IhaveheardofherandIhaveseenherwork.

SheisprettyawesomeandIwouldn’tmindhaving

herdesignmynextfarmhouse.”

WegettoagarageandwegetinsideMcDonaldsto

takeabreatherandhavelunch.VuyoandLilycome

andjoinusinourtable.

Lily:“yohThandekayoudrivelikearacer.”



Thandeka:“soIhavebeentold.”Istandup.

Me:“letmegoorder.Whatwouldyouguysliketo

have?”theyallsaytheBigMacsandalsoVuyo

wantschickennuggets.Iorderthemandwhenmy

orderiscalledIsignalVuyotocomehelpmecarry

thefoodandhedoes.WereturntothetableandI

handThandekaherfood.

Lily:“soIheardyouguysaregoingtoawedding

thisweekend.I’dlovetocome.”

Thandeka:“it’sbyinviteonlyandnoplusones.”She

dismissesher.

Vuyo:“soLwandekaareyoudonewithyourtherapy

sessions?”

Me:“yeah.OnFridayIhadmylastone.Iamjust

gladIclosedthatchapterofmylife.”

Thandeka:“Iamhappytoo.Weshouldcelebrate…”

Me:“nopartyinguntilfurthernotice.Ican’tevenfeel

mywaist.”Shelaughs.

Wefinisheatingandcarryonwithourjourney.We



arrivearoundmiddayinBarklyWestandweheadto

theSitholehomestead.Wefindthebuildersworking.

ThandekaandVuyocallsthesitemanageraside

andtheydiscusswhatevershittheyarediscussing.

Iamleftwiththeshe-devil.

Lily:“Iwannaknowwhyyou’rehere.Youareno

longerJobe’sgirlfriendsowhyareyoustickingyour

noseineverythingthatconcernhim?Whyareyou

usinghissistertogettohim?”Ichuckleandlook

aroundthisplace.Theenvironmentseemsfit

enoughformetolivein.“What?Youthinkyoustill

standachancewithJobe?Welldreamongirl.Your

timehasexpired.Thereisanewqueenintownand

Iamheretostay.”

Me:“okay.”Itakemyphoneandcheckmysocial

mediaaccounts.Ididtrendwiththatstrippingvideo

butitwasoldnewsbySaturdaymorning.Thandeka

andVuyocomebacktowherewearestanding.

Vuyo:“wearegoingtoseeacousininKimberly,it’s



about30minutesfromherethenwewillsleepat

KimberlyAnneHotelandwewillheadbackto

Sandtontomorrowmorning.”

Me:“whenarethebuildersgoingtobefinishedwith

thehouse?”

Vuyo:“in6weeks.”Inod.IlookatThandekaandI

canseethatsheisnotokay.

Me:“howaboutIdrive?IwilljustfollowVuyo

behind.”Shenodsandhandsmethekeys.Itake

themandweallgetintoourcarsanddriveto

Kimberly.“Doyouwannatalkaboutit?”

Thandeka:“no.it’sjustthatbeingherebringsback

manybadmemories.”

Me:“Ifeelyou.Iusedtofeellikethatatmyown

homesometimes.Youwon’tstopthinkingabout

themuntilyouopenuptosomeone.Maybeit’stime

youactuallyattendtherapy.”

Thandeka:“wewillsee.”

Me:“soInamedthewhitehorse‘Lioness’after

you.”



Thandeka:“howdoyouknowthatIamthe

Lioness?”

Me:“youaremytwin.Iknowalmosteverything

aboutyou.”Shechuckles.

Wearriveatthecousin’shouseandit’snormal5-

roomedhouse.Weparkoutsideandwalktothe

frontdoor.Ayounggirlwhoisabout6yearsold

opensthedoorandsmilesatus.Shelookslikea

colored.Shehaslonghairandsheissocute.Wait

whyisn’tsheatschool?

Girl:“hello.Hoegaandit?(Howareyou?)”

Vuyo:“ditgaangoedmetons.(Wearefine.)Weare

heretoseeNhlonipho.Ishein?”

Girl:“PAPPASOMMIGEMENSEISHIEROMJOUTE

SIEN!(DADDY!SOMEPEOPLEAREHERETOSEE

YOU!)”amanwholooksalittlelikeVuyoappearsin

thedoorwayandhelaughswhenheseesVuyoand

Thandeka.Theyhugeachotherandheleadsus



insidethehouse.HetakesustowhatIthinkisa

lounge,weallsitdownandhisdaughtersitsonhis

lap.Thandekatellsmethatthecousin’snameis

Siphamandla.Hiswifebringsusdrinksandalso

sitsdownnexttoherhusband.

Spha:“watbringhullehierheen?Ekhetgedinkek

saljounooitweersiennie.(Whatbringsyouguys

here?IthoughtI’dneverseeyouagain?)”

Vuyo:“onsisbesigomonshuisteherbou,daarom

isonssy.Enonshetgedinkmoetbykomenhallo

sê.(Wearerebuildingourhome,that’swhyweare

here.Andwethoughtweshouldstopbyandsay

hi.)”

Spha:“it’sgoodtoseeyouagainman.Anyways

thisismywifeCarmenandourdaughterCassie.”

Vuyo:“thisismygirlfriendLilian,”fuckthathurts,

“andthisismyexLwandeka.”

Spha:“nicetomeetyouladies.”

Cassie:“Iloveyourhairstyle.”Shesayslookingat



mewithasmile.“CanItouchit?”Igiggleandsignal

thatshecancome.Shecomestositonmylapand

brushesmyhairwithherhand.

Me:“Iloveyourhair.It’ssorichandlong.”

Cassie:“maybewecanexchangeourhairsincewe

likeeachother’shair.”Ilaugh.

Me:“yeahmaybe.”

LONDEKA

It’sbeenafewdayssinceTristinandIhavemade

thingsofficialbutIhaven’ttoldDakota.Iam

scarredofherreaction.Whatifshewantsmeto

stopbeingfriendswithherorshewantsmeto

choosebetweenherandTristin?Ireallydon’tknow

whattodobutThandekaoncesaidthetruthwillset

youfree.IguessIjusthavetotellhertodayand

stopprocrastinatingandmakingexcuses.Saturday

weendedupnotgoingdressshoppingforthe

weddingbecauseshewasbusysoweareatthe

MallofAfricatoday.Wejustattendedourmorning

classesanddrovestraighthere.Currentlyweareat



ForeverNewsearchingfordresses.

Me:“Ihavesomethingtotellyou.Pleasedon’tbe

madatme.IfIhadcontroloveritIwould’ve

stoppeditbutIcouldn’t.Itjusthappened.”

Dakota:“whatisit?”Ibreatheoutloud.

Me:“IamdatingTristin,actuallyweareacouple.

WestarteddatingonThursday.Iamsorry.”She

keepsquietforawhileandpicksanelegant

turquoisedresswhichisbelowthekneewithshort

sleeves.

Dakota:“thiswouldlookgoodonyou.”Shehandsit

tome.“Anywaysmybrothermaybeanass

sometimesbuthehasacleanrecordwhenitcomes

torelationships.Ihavenodoubtthathewilltreat

youlikeaqueenandIhavenoproblemwithyou

twodating.Youdeservesomelovebabes.”Ihug

hertightfrombehind.

Me:“thanksboo.Ithoughtmaybeyou’dhatemeor

makemechoosebetweenyouandhim.”



Dakota:“Iamnottheevilqueen.”Ilaughatherand

seeabeigebodycondress.Ipickitandhanditto

her.

Me:“andthiswouldlookgoodonyou.”Shelaughs.

Dakota:“welllet’sgofit.”

Wegotothefittingroomandfitourdresses.WowI

amamazed.Theylookbeautifulonus.Wetake

themoffandgopayforthem.WeheadtoLegitand

buyshoes.WethenheadtoLovisatobuy

accessories.WealsoheadtoBrasNThingstobuy

lingerie.Afterwearedone,weheadtoCasaBella,

weorderpizzasandwaitforourorderswhile

chatting.Ialsohadmylasttherapysessionon

FridayandDr.Lacysaidwecancomeback

wheneverwefeelsuffocatedbytheworldor

overwhelmed.Ialsotoldheraboutmyrelationship

withTristinandsheadvisedmetotakeitslow.

TalkingaboutTristin,heis24yearsandworksat

SABCasaproducerofthisnewTVdramacalled

‘SheWasJustaCollateral’.It’snotthefirstdrama



hehasproducedanditdefinitelywon’tbethelast.

Ourfoodfinallyarrivesandweindulge.

Me:“canyoubelievethatyourbrotherwantedto

comewithmetothewedding?”

Dakota:“hecanbealovesickpuppysometimes.

Anywayswhydidn’tyouallowhim?”

Me:“momwillbethereandbhutSizwe.Sizweis

veryobservantsohewillnoticethatsomethingis

happeningbetweenthetwoofusandwilltellmeto

stayawayfromTristin,Iamtooyoungtodate,blah,

blah,blah.”Shelaughs.Myphonebeepsandit’sa

textfromLwandeka:‘willbesleepingatKimberly,

seeyoutomorrow,don’tburndownmyhouse.’I

chuckle.“CanyoupleaseaskMr.andMrs.Mullerif

youcansleepoveratmyhousetonight?”shelooks

atmesuspiciously.

Dakota:“why?”

Me:“Lwandekaisn’tcomingbacktoday.Shewill

onlybebacktomorrowafternoon.”



Dakota:“okay.Webothhavetodrivehomesothat

wecandrivewithonecartoyouhouse.”Inod.We

finisheating,paythenleave.

THANDEKA

BeinginBarklyWestbroughtbacksomany

memoriesIthoughtIhadburieddeepdown.It

actuallymademerealizethatIneverdealtwithmy

past.Ijustranawayfromit.Itmademerealizethat

killingmyrapistsdidnotautomaticallyhealme,

insteaditleftalotofWhymeinmyhead.Iknowthe

decisionIhavetakenaboutmysituationwillmake

otherpeoplethinkIamrunningawayfrommy

demonsbutno,thistimearoundIamfacingthem

headon.

WearenowdrivingbacktoSandton.Icanseethat

Lwandekaisdistracted.Shetriedbyallmeansto

actunfazedbyLuh’srelationshipbutIknowher

andIknowsheisslowlydyingontheinside.Iwish

therewassomethingIcoulddotochangeour



currentsituationbutthereisn’t.Ijusthavetowait

forheraunttocomebackwiththecure.Fornowwe

justhavetowatchLuhandLilyactinglikelovesick

teenagers.IdropoffLwandekaatherhouseand

headtoThabi’shouse.

IarrivethereandIcanseethatsheissurprisedto

seeme.Sheletsmeinandleadsmethekitchen

whereitlookslikesheiscooking.Itlookslikesheis

tryingtomakesomethingspecialforthemadam.

Me:“themightybeastcookingdinner.Nowthisisa

sightIneverimaginedseeing.”Shechuckles.

Her:“whenyoufinallyfindyourequal,whenyou

comehomeyouleaveyourbeastsideatthegate

andbecomeateddybear.”Ilaugh.“Whatwouldyou

liketodrink?”

Me:“juice.”Shepoursjuiceandhandsittome.

Her:“sotowhatdoIowethisvisit?”

Me:“doyouknowarehabilitationcenterinRussia



whereonecandealwiththeirinnerdemons?”she

givesmeasternlookandexhales.

Her:“yeahIknowone.Ihavebeentheretoo.”

Me:“really?Whatwereyourdemons?”

Her:“Ihadveryabusiveparents.Theyusetobeat

meupfornoreason.Inevershowedmyscarsin

public.EvenLwandekadoesn’tknowthis.When

theydiscoveredthatIwasalesbiantheabuse

intensified.Sometimesmybrotherwouldtryto

standupformeandhe’dgetthebeatingofhislife.I

finallylefthomeandstayedinthestreets,becamea

gangster.Ihavekilledmanypeoplewithmybare

hands.WheneverIhadtobeatupapersonIjust

thoughtofhowmyparentsabusedmeandI’dbeat

upapersonuntiltheyareunconscious.”

“IwasatickingtimebombandIwastiredofthat.I

partookinaheistthatleftme6millionricher.Iwent

aroundtheworldlookingforthisrehabcenterandI

finallyfounditinRussia.It’slocatedinNorway.



Whenyougothereyoucomebackanewand

differentpersonandyoucomeoutwithmany

connectionslikeIdid.Itcantake6monthstoayear

tocomeback.Theyreleaseyouwhentheyfeellike

youhaveactuallybeenrehabilitated.Soyou’re

thinkingofgoingthere?”

Me:“yeahit’stimeIfacedmydemonsheadon

beforetheydestroymeandturnmeintosomething

Iamnot.”

Her:“it’stakesalottoacceptthatyouhavedemons

andyouwannafacethem.Iamproudofyou.”I

laughather.Shedisappearstothecorridorand

comesbackmomentslaterwithabusinesscard.“If

youdecidetocontinuebeingagangsteronceyou’re

outoftherecontactthisperson.Shelivesin

Ukraine.Shewilltrainyoutobecomearealbadass

thatyouwillseeLionessasjustapestwhenyou’re

finishedwithyourtraining.”Itakethebusinesscard.

Me:“thankyou.Iwillseeyouattheweddingthen



sinceyouguyshavenobachelorparties.”She

laughs.

Her:“it’sTroyandLilianwhowereinvolvedin

Lwandeka’sshooting.”IknowthatTroyisLilian’s

gangsterbrother.

Me:“wewilldealwiththemonceLuhishealed

becauseifwedonow,hemightdosomethingcrazy

eqhutshwaIlovepotion.”Shenods.“Seeyoulater.”

Shewalksmeout.Igetintomycaranddriveout.

IdrivetoourBoss’shousewhichissituatedin

Midrand.Theguardsopenthegatewhentheysee

it’smeandIdrivein.Iparkthecarandgetout.Iget

insidethehouseandIamtoldheisinhisstudy.I

getthereandfindhimwithScarface,Nolitha,Cindy

andT-bone.Iwonderwhattheyaretalkingabout.I

greetandpourmyselfaglassofwhiskey.Itakea

sipandthensitdown.

Me:“IamheretoinformyouthatIamleavingthe

gangandthecountry.”Theyallstopwhattheyare



doingatstareatme.

Nolitha:“youdoknowthattheonlywattoleavethe

gameisthroughdeathorjail?”

Me:“whosaidanythingaboutleavingthegame?I

amjustleavingtheHunters.Iamnothereforyour

blessingorwhatever.Iamjustinforming.”

Cindy:“ifyouleavethegangthenwewillexpose

yourtrueidentity.”Ichuckleandgiveheradeath

stare.

Me:“tryme.Idareyou.”

Boss:“thereisnoneedforanyviolence.Istherea

wayinwhichyoucanleaveandcomebacktothe

gang?”

Me:“nope.Ihopetherewon’tbebadbloodbetween

us.”

Scarface:“ifyoudon’tbetrayusthenwewon’thave

anyproblems.”Inodandstandup.

Me:“IguessIwillseeyouaround.”IheadoutandT

-bonefollowsme.Webothwalkoutandwegetto

mycar.



T-bone:“what’sgoingonboss?”

Me:“IamgoingtoRussiatofacemydemons.Imay

comebackachangedperson.Iwanttobemyown

bosswhenIfinallycomeback.Itwillbeuptoyouif

youwannajoinmeorstaywiththeHunters.”

T-bone:“KhweziandIjoinedtheHuntersbecause

ofyou.Sheisgone,youaregoing.Whatmakesyou

thinkIamgoingtostaybehind?Whenyoufinally

comebackIwilljoinyourgang,kakadeyou’vebeen

mybossaslongasIcanremember.”Iexhale.

Me:“okaythen.Seeyoulater.”Igetintomycarand

driveout.

.

.
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THANDEKA

It’sThursdaymorningandthatmeansthewedding

isgettingnearer.LwandekaandIwentshopping

yesterday.Wellshealreadyhadanoutfit,shejust

neededshoesonly.Iontheotherhandboughtmy

wholeoutfityesterdayandtheshoes.Wealsowent

toAmericanSwisstobuyjewelry.Shesurprisedme

withacustommadenecklace.Ithadalionesscrest

designinthefrontandmyinitialsattheback.I

almostshedafewtearsbutIdidn’tbecauseshe

teasedmeaboutcryingthedayshewokeupatthe

hospital.SheislikeasisterthatIneverhadand

evenifthingsdon’tworkoutbetweenLuhandherI

willmakesurethatourrelationshipdoesn’tsuffer.

Zethuknocksonmydoorbringingmebackfrom

wonderland.Shetellsmethatthereisaladyhereto

seeme.IaskhertomakemybedandIquickly

headtothebathroom.Ibrushmyteeth,takeaquick



showerandputonaloosedressandabeanie,Iam

innomoodforawigtoday.Itakemyphoneand

headdownstairs.IfindLwandeka’sauntdrinking

coffeeinthelounge.Isitdownonthecouch

oppositeher.

Me:“Iamsorryformakingyouwait.Ijustdon’tlike

meetingpeoplewhileIstillhavethepreviousday’s

stench.”

Thembelihle:“it’sokay.Icameassoonasikhambi

wasready.”Shehandsmethepotionwhichisina

smallbottle.“It’scolorlesssoyoucanputitinwater

oranyliquid.Youhavetouseitnow.Ittakes12

hoursormoreforthepoisontoleavethebody

permanentlyandthewithdrawalsymptomscanbe

painful.Iamgoingtobeherewithyoueverystepof

theway.”

Me:“letmemakehimcoffee.”



IheadtothekitchenandmakeLuhacupofcoffee.

Ipourtheikhambionthecoffeeandstirit.After

thatItakethecoffeetohisroom.Ifindhimsleeping

andIshakehimabit.Hewakesupandsitsup

straight.Hefrownswhenheseesme.Heyawns

andchecksthetimeonhiscellphone.

Me:“Ibroughtyoucoffeeasapeaceoffering.I

knowthatIhavebeensidingwithLwandekaand

notsupportingyouonyourrelationshipwithLilian.I

havebeenaverybadsisterandIamsorry.”He

smilesandtakeshiscoffee.Hesipsitandgivesme

anapprovingsmile.“AndIamsorryforpunching

youandkickingyourballs.”Helaughs.

Him:“apologyacceptedandIamsorryforbeing

selfishandinconsideratewhenhandlingthebreak

up.”

Me:“waterunderbridge.Sotruce?”

Him:“truce.”Hehugsme.



Me:“showerandcomedownforbreakfast.”He

nods.IreturntoauntThembelihle.“Sowhatnow?”

Her:“nowwewait.Doyouhaveadoctorthatyou

trustandisn’tnoisy?”

Me:“yeah.”

Her:“youmightwanthimtobeonstandby.The

withdrawalsymptomsmaymakehimgocrazy.So

justcallthedoctorandaskhimtocomewithstrong

sedatives.”ItakemyphoneanddialKhetho’s

number.Ipleadwithhimandhefinallyagreesand

tellsmethatheiscoming.“Nowlet’sgocheckon

ourpatient.Tellyourhousekeepertobringthe

doctortohisroom.”

IinformZethuthatandweheadtoLuh’sroom.I

sendLwahatexttellingherthatIhadtorushto

CapeTownearlyinthemorningandthatIwillonly

returntomorrowmorning.Shereplieswitha

thumpsup,thatmeanssheisalsobusy.Wefind

Luhkneelingnearthebedwithhisjawsclenched.



Heissweatingasfuck.Irushtohimandkneelin

frontofhim.Hegivesmeadeathstare.

Him:“whatdidyoudotome?Areyoutryingtokill

me?”

Me:“theoppositeactually.Iamtryingtohelpyou.

LeanonmesothatIcanhelpyousitonthebed.”

HeplaceshisarmonmyshoulderandIhelphimsit

onthebed.“Howdoyoufeel?”

Him:“mybodyisheatingup.Iamburningfromthe

inside.”Ihelphimlayonhisbackandtakeoffhis

pajamashirt.Isitontheedgeofthebedand

Thembelihlesitsonthecouch.Heisgroaningasif

heisinpain,wellheisinpain.

AfteranhourKhethoarrivesandgreetsus.Hesits

nexttoThembelihle.Luhstartsbreathingheavily

likeapersonwithasthma.Thembelihlesaysitspart

oftheprocess.After2hourshestartsbeing

aggressive.Khethosedativeshimwithasedative

thatdoesn’tknockhimoutbutkeepshimconscious.



Igotomyroomtotakecuffssothatwedon’tfall

victimtohiswithdrawalviolentself.Icuffhimto

thebedandreturntosittingontheedgeofthebed.

Afterafewminuteshestartssniffing,ohGoddon’t

tellmeheiscrying.

Him:“ifIdon’tmakeitpleasetellLilythatIloveher

withmywholeheartandIwillalwaysloveher.”Iroll

myeyes.Afewmomentslaterhestartsscreaming

outloudandtryingtofreehimself.

Me:“stopmovingoryoumighthurtyourself.”

Him:“youneedtoletmego.IneedtogoseeLily.I

needtobewithLily.Ineedher,pleasecallherfor

Me.”hestartssobbingoutloud.Areyoukiddingme

rightnow?Hekeepsquietafterafewminutesbut

thetearsdoesn’tstopfallingdownhischeeks.

After3hoursThembelihletellsKhethotosedate

himagain,hedoesasinstructedandshesayswe

shouldgodownstairsandhavebrunch.Weget

thereandfindZethudonewithsettingupthetable.



Wesitdownandstarteating.IsendSomaatext

tellinghimthatwewon’tbecomingtoworktoday,

heshouldoverseetheclubsandrestaurant.Khetho

asksThembelihlehowseverethepoisonwasand

shestatesthatLilyusedtheperfumethathadthe

poisondailysoLuhfellinlovewithherdeeperand

deepereveryday.

WhenwearedoneeatingwegobacktoLuh’sroom.

ThembelihleasksKhethotoinjecthimwith

somethingthatwillwakehimupimmediately,he

doesasinstructedandLuhtriestositupstraight.

Heliesonthebedwithhisheadfacingtheceiling.

Hefreezeslikethatforabout30minutesandthen

unfreezes.Hetriesreachinghisbodywithhis

handssothathecanscratchit.Hedoesthattohis

faceandimmediatelydevelopsarash.Iturntolook

atThembelihle.

Me:“isthatnormal?”

Thembelihle:“whatfollowsafterthismaybe



sensitive.Youshouldleaveifyouwon’tbeableto

handleit.”

Me:“it’sfineIwillstay.”

Thembelihle:“doctoryoushouldleavenow.Your

workhereisdone.Butyoucanleavebehindoneof

yoursedatives.”

Khetho:“okay,Ihopehegetsbetter.”Hehandsme

theinjectionsandheadsout.

After2hoursLuhstartsbreathingheavilyand

beginsscreamingoutloudagain.Hebecomes

aggressiveagainandstartsshoutingthatwe

shouldfreehimsothathecangotohisLilian.This

goesonforafewminutesandheeventuallycries

andsobsoutloud.Yohidlisobafethu.Bosisiyekani

ukudlisaobhutibethu.Thisispainfultowatch.It’s

likewatchingapastorcastingoutanevilspiritfrom

apossessedperson.Hestopscryingandstarts

shakingvigorously.Afterthatwhitefoamcomes

outofhismouth,itlookslikeheisdying.Ilookat

Thembelihleandsheinstructsmetosedatehim



andIdo.HefinallycalmsdownandIwipethefoam

fromhismouth.

Thembelihle:“sleepnexttohimandtalktohim.

Pleadhimtocomebacktoyou,toLwandeka.Try

untilyousucceed.Hisrecoveryliesonyourhands

now.”Shestandsupandwalksout.Icuddlenextto

himandplacemyhandonhischest.

Me:“rememberthedayofmomanddad’sfunerals?

Yousaidtomethatitwasusagainsttheworld.

ThatyouwillalwaysbethereformeevenwhenI

don’tneedyou.AndItoldyouIwillalwaysbethere

foryouandprotectyou.Youlaughedandasked

whatIwouldprotectyouwith.ItoldyouthatIdon’t

needmusclesandstrengthtoprotectyou.Imay

notbeabletoprotectyouphysicallybutIwill

protectyoumentally.Ikeptmyrapeincidentsfrom

youbecauseIwasprotectingyou.Youaretheonly

closerelativeIhaveandIdidn’twantyoutoendup

doingthingsthatmightgetyoukilled.”



“Whenunclerapedme,Ikeptthatfromyou.You

werehustlingforthebothofusandIdidn’twanna

burdenyou.Iprotectedyou.Whenyoufoundyour

soul-mateIstoodbyyoubecauseIknewthatshe

wastherealdealandsheistheperfectwomanfor

you.ShelovesyouwholeheartedlyandIknowyou

dotoo.Don’tbeblindedbyglitter.Sheisyoursweet

rose.Rememberher,remembertheloveyoushared

withher.Yourloveisstrongenoughtofreeyou

fromthechainsbindingyounow.Workonthatand

comebacktous.”

Iperkhislipsandmakemywayoutofhisroom.I

amnotawomanofmanywordssoIhopethatwhat

Isaidistangibleenoughtobringhimback.IsendT

-boneatexttellinghimthatIneedLilyandTroyat

theAbertonwarehousebytonight.Hesendsmean

‘okay’.Itakeoutmyweekendbagandstarts

packingforthewedding.It’sinuMzimkhulusowe

willbeleavingtomorrowmidday.



Lwandekawantedustogettherengeconvosoyah

wewillbedrivingoursportcars.Iwillbedrivinga

JaguarC-X75Iwoninaracebackin2018with

Fortunate;LwandekawillbedrivingherBentley;

NolubabalowillbedrivingherAlfaRomeo4C,she

hasacollectionofARcars;Dakotawillbedriving

herbrother’sredHondaAcuraNSX,Londekawillbe

drivinghernewbabyandVuyowillbedrivinghisR8.

AfterIamdonepackingIheadtoLuh’sclosetsand

packforhimtoo.

.
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WeallagreedthatwewillbemeetingattheSithole

mansionsoafterpackingLondekaandIdrivethere.

It’s1:56pm,Fridayandweareallheadedtomy

hometown.Iamwearingaknotfronttubetop,high

waistdenimshortsandwhiteAll-starsneakers.My

hairstyleisstillingoodconditionsoIjustbrushedit.

IamalsowearingmyLwandekanecklacewhich

Vuyogavetomelastyear.IamplayingCassper

Nyovest’sGoodforthatbecauseherapsabout

BentleysandIamdrivingone.WegettotheSithole

mansionandfindtheothersalreadythere.Vuyo

andThandeka’scarsareparkinginthedriveways

andyoucanseethattheyareallreadytogo.Istep

outofmycarandheadtowhereeverybodyis

standing.InoticeThandeka’scarandIscream.

Me:“bitchawholejaguar?Awholefuckinjaguar?”

shelaughs.Igonearitandfeelitwithmyfingers.

“Wherehaveyoubeenhidingthisbaby?”



Thandeka:“somewhere.”Shesaysandlaughs.

Me:“youhavetoletmetestdriveit.”

Thandeka:“whenwecomeback.”Iholdmyhand

outandsheshakesitmeaningit’sadonedeal,she

laughswhileshakingit.

Me:“anyways,”Ibrushmyhead,“Idon’thave

petrol.”TheyalllaughbutVuyodoesn’t,helooks

likehehasseenghostorsomething.

Dakota:“awholeBentleydriverdoesn’thavepetrol?

Howisthatevenpossible?”shecontinueslaughing.

Ibrushthebackofmyneck.

Me:“Idon’tevenreceivebomagirlfriendallowance,

Iampoor.”Londekalaughstosuchanextentthat

eventearsfallingfromhereyes.Nolbycomesand

placesherhandinmywaist.

Nolby:“relaxmabhebezaIgotyou.Howmuch

moneydoyouneed?”shesaysinadeepvoiceand

wealllaughather.

Me:“anywaysIreallyneedtopassbythegarageso

thatIcanfillupmytank.”Theyallgetinsidetheir



carsandVuyocomestomejustbeforeIgetinside

mycar.Hescratcheshishead.Okaywhatiswrong

withhim?Helookspale.Ihopeheisn’tsick.

Him:“Ijustwantedtoknowifyou’reokay.”I

chuckle.

Me:“yesIamokay.Let’sgosothatwecancatch

upwiththeothers.”

Him:“youlookbeautiful.”

Me:“thankyou.”Igetintothecaranddriveout.He

drivesbehindme.WegettothegarageandIfind

mybitchesmakingnoiseandLondekaisplaying

loudmusicinhercar.Igetoutofthecarandhead

towheretheyare.Thandekaismakingalivevideo

andwearealldancing.

Fortunate:“okaybitches,playtimeisover.Wehave

aweddingtoattend.”

Wegetinsidethestore,buyafewstufffortheroad,

fillupourtanksanddrivetouMzimkhulu.After6

hourswearrivethere.Wefirstbuydinnerandthen



headhome.It’salreadydark.Wegetinsidethe

houseandfindmomandthetwinseating.Wegreet

andchillatthelounge.Thabibookedthewhole

RoadLodgePietermaritzburgfortheweddingand

fortheweekendsoNolby,Fortunate,Thandekaand

Luvuyowillbestayingthere.AlsoThabiandthe

wholeweddingpartywillsleepthere.Wewillonly

gobacktoherhomeattheendofthereception.

ThetraditionalweddingusonSundaywhereNoluh

willbepresentingtheNtulifamilywithgifts.Dakota

andLondekaareinseparablesoshewillbesleeping

withLondeka.

Thandeka:“it’sgettinglate.Wehavetoleave.”

Nolby:“yeah,wedon’twannabehijacked.”

Mom:“Nihambekahlebantabami.”Ilaughather.

Me:“momyousoundlikeanoldlady.”

Mom:“wellFYIIamold.”

Londeka:“didmomjustsayFYI?”wealllaugh.I

standup.



Me:“letmewalkyouguysout.”Theyallstandup

andwewalkout.Ihugtheladiesandwhenit’stime

tohugVuyoIstandinfrontofhimawkwardly.He

openshisarmsandIfallrightintothem.Ihughim

tightlyandinhalehiscologne.Wefinallybreakthe

hug.“Byeguys.”

Them:“BYE!”

Theygetintotheircarsanddriveout.Igoandlock

thegate.Igetbackinsideandalsolocktheburglar

gateandthedoor.Itakemyweekendbag,

takeawayandheadtomyroom.Iputthebaginmy

wardrobeandstripnaked.Itakeagownfromthe

wardrobe,wearitandgositonthebedandeatmy

food.Momgetsinandsitsnexttome.

Mom:“mapha.”Ilaughatherandopenthepaper

bagwidesothatshecantakeapiece.Shetakes

onepiecewitharollandstartseating.“Youreyes

lookwatery.What’swrong?”

Me:“IhuggedVuyoma.Itjustbroughtsomany



emotions.Imisshimsomuchmamaithurts.”

TearsstartstreamingdownmycheeksasI

continueeating.Momlaughsatme.Haibo,hereI

ampouringmyheartoutandsheislaughing.

Mom:“youwillneverchange.Hereyouarebeing

depressedbutyouarestilleating.”Ichuckle.

Me:“can’tletgoodfoodgotowaste.”Shecontinues

laughing.

Mom:“hewillcomebacktoyouandwhenhedoes

forgivehimanddon’tletyourstubbornsideout.”

Me:“butmamahesleptwithher,spoiledher,

postedheronInstagram,humiliatedme,Ihavea

righttobestubborn.”

Mom:“hewasn’tinhisrightmind.”

Me:“andhesentmetoaminicomasoIwillbe

stubbornandratchetofIwantto.”

Mom:“yoh,yourfathershouldhavepulledout

insteadofbringingaminihimcozyohmtaseinkani

elanakuwe.”Ilaughreallyhardandwipemytears

withthebackofmyhand.



Me:“reallymom?”shelaughs.

Mom:“serious,don’tgivetheguyhardtime.Already

hehasbeenthroughhellforthepastweeks.Take

himtoparadisetuh.”

Me:“andwhenareyoutakingsomeoneto

paradise?”sheavoidseyecontact.“MamaNtokozo

gaveyoupermission,gooutthereandhavefun,get

remarriedifyouwant.Weareyourchildrenand

thereisnothingwewantmorethantoseeyou

happy.Ifyoudon’twannadoitforyourselfthendo

itforus.Hedoesn’thavetobeonourlives,sibadala

wedon’tneedafatherfigurebutyouneedaman.”

Mom:“okayfine,IwillseebutIaminnorush.”

Me:“youstilldon’twannacomelivewithme?”

Mom:“nahIamgood.ThisismyhouseandIcan’t

leaveit.PlusIloveithere.”

Me:“okay.”WefinisheatingandItakethepaper

baganddisposeit.Ithenwashmyhands,drink

waterandthenswitchofflights.Igettomyroom,

switchofthelights,getundercoversanddriftto

Lala-landafterprayingofcourse.



.
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Iknowit'sshortbutIpromisetopostacontinuation

latertoday.
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**WEDDINGDAY**

**WEDDINGBELLS**

**SIYATSHADISA**

LUVUYO

Iwakeup,takeabath,wearmysweatpants,vest



andflipflopsandheadtotheroomwhichThandeka

andFortunateisusing.IknockandFortunate

opensthedoor.Sheletsmeinandclosesthedoor

behindher.Ifindmysistersittingonthebedwith

herkneesfoldedandbrowsingthroughherphone.I

turnandlookatFortunate.

Me:“canyoupleasegiveusafewminutes?”she

nods,takeherphoneandthenheadsout.Isiton

theedgeofthebed.“Areyoustillnotreadytotell

mewhathappened?”whenIwokeupThursday

nightIrememberedLilycominginmyofficeand

whathappenedafterthatwaslikeIwasaspectator

ofmyownlife.IsaweverythingthathappenedbutI

couldn’tcontrolmyactions.Idon’tblamethetwo

mostimportantwomeninmylifeforlayingtheir

handsonmebecausethatversionofmewasan

asshole.IthoughtmaybeThandekawouldbe

happythatIambacktomyoldselfbutsheisgiving

methecoldshoulder,Idon’tevenknowhow

LwandekaisgoingtoreactwhenshehearsthatI

amback.



Thandeka:“Lilyorderedherbrothertoshoot

Lwandeka.Shealmostlostherlifebecauseofyou.

Shethenwenttoinyangawhogaveheraperfume

thatwouldmakeyoufallforherhardandloseyour

senses.YouractionshavehurtLwandekaalot.She

mayhaveactedtoughbutshecriedeverytimeshe

thoughtnoonewaslooking.Youmayhavenot

beenyourselfbutyouhurther.Don’texpect

everythingtogobacktonormalbecauseyouwere

‘bewitched’bigbrother.”Sheevenusedquotation

marks.

Me:“IamsorryforwhatIdidandIamalsogoingto

apologizetoprincess.Iwantedtotalktoher

yesterdaybutshewasgoingtodrivealong

distanceandIdidn’twanthertodrivewithhermind

fullofthought.Shewould’vecauseanaccident.”

Thandeka:“whatever.Nowgogetdressed,wealso

wannagetdressed.Youknowittakesuslongerto

getready.”Ichuckleandstandup.“Iamhappythat



you’reback.MaybenowIwillgetsomerest.”She

smiles,Ialsosmileandheadout.

LWANDEKA

Wefinishgettingreadyandweallheadout.Dakota

isridingalone,thetwinsandmomareridingwith

LondekaandIamridingalone.Thesepeopletrusta

newdriverthanme,familywehave.Anywayswe

driveoutandImustsaywearealllookingvery

beautiful.Whenweare5minutesawayfromthe

weddingvenueIseeThandeka’scarparkingbythe

sideoftheroad.IsignalLondekaandDakotatopull

over,theydoandIdotoo.Wegetoutofthecarand

headtowherethegangis.Vuyoisnotherebut

Fortunateisstandingnexttohiscar.Weexchange

greetingsandhugs.

Me:“what’sup?”

Thandeka:“themainreasonwedroveherewasto

showcaseourcars.”



Nolby:“owyeah.That’swhatIamtalkingabout.”

Fortunate:“whowillbetakingthevideo?”

Londeka:“Iwill.Mycardoesn’tfitin.thisdoesn’t

makemejealoustherebutitencouragesmeto

focusonmystudiesandcareersothatIcanreach

thislevel.”Nolbysidehugsher.

Nolby:“that’sdeepgirl.Iamproudofyou.That’s

howyoungpeopleshouldviewotherpeople’s

success.”ShetakesoutherSamsungGalaxys20

andhandsittoher.

Thandeka:“okayguys,let’sgivethemashowto

remember.”Weallscreamandgetinsidethecars.

Iamcurrentlywearingsleepers.Londekagivesthe

carkeystomomandshebalancesherselfsothat

shecannotfallbecausehalfofherbodyisoutin

thesunroof.Thandeka’scaristheoneatthefront.

Theenginesstartroaringandwestartdoingour

thing.Wedriveinsidethelodgeandwhenwegetto

theparkinglot,duetothesoundwearemaking

mostguestscomeouttoseewhat’shappening.



Someofthemarealreadyintheparkinglotnear

theircars.Theladiesstartmakingsoundswiththe

hoots.AfterawhileIsignalthehootstostop.

Vuyoisstandingwithotherguestsandhiseyesare

staringstraightatme.Mycarisaconvertiblesothe

coverisopen.IseeThabiatthebalconyandwave

ather,shesmilesandwavesback.Theladiespark

theircarsbutThandekaandIdon’t.Thandeka

startsspinninghercar.Wehypeherbypressingon

theaccelerators.ShefinallystopsandIthinkwhat

thehell,Imayhavelastspunacarafewyearsago

butitwouldn’tkilltotryagain.Istartthecarand

spinitafewtimes,afterawhileIstop,parkitand

weartheheels.Iclosethecarcover.Myheadis

spinningandItakeafewbreathsbeforestepping

outofthecar.Ifixmyselfandtakemypurse.My

headfinallystopsspinningandIlookoveratThabi

onthebalcony.

Thabi:“GOATmadoda!”sheshoutsandeveryone

screams.Ilaughandheadtowheremyfriendsand

familyare.



.

.
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NARRATED

Theguestsfinallysettledownforthematrimonial

ceremonybythepoolwhereeverythingissetup.

Thabimakesherwaydowntheaisle.Sheis

accompaniedbyherbigbrother.Sheiswearinga

beautifulwhitesuitwithwhiteclassicshoes.She

haddreadsbutshecutthem.Rightnowsheis

rockingabeautifulfadecut.Sheactuallylooks

handsomerightnow.Shereachesthealterand

standstherewaitingforherbride.Whenthebrideis



abouttowalkdowntheaisletheMCasksthe

gueststostandandthedo.

AmandaBlack–Ndizelewenaplaysasshewalks

downtheaisle.Sheiswearingabeautifulmermaid

dresswithdiamondsallover,realdiamonds.Her

veilisalsoverybeautifulwithlacyedgesand

diamonds,itis3meterslong.Hermake-upison

pointandherMalaysianhairstyledinatidybun

suitsherroundface.Sheisaccompaniedbyher

mother.Whenhereyeslandonherfiancétheypop

out.Shehasneverseenherwithoutdreads.When

Thabiseesherreactionshechuckles.Noluh’s

motherhandherovertoThabiandtheystand

facingeachotheronthealter.Thepastorstartsthe

ceremony.

Thesecuritywastightatthelodgesonoonewho

wasnotinvitedcouldgetin.theceremony

continuesandthecouplesaytheirvows.Thevows

aresobeautifulandtheyarestraightfromtheheart.



Theyexchangetheringsandthepastorfinallygives

permissionforThabitokissherspouseandshe

liftstheveilfromherface.Shewhistleswhenshe

seeshowbeautifulNoluhlooksandpeoplegiggle.

Theykissandtheguestscheer.Thematrimonial

ceremonycomestoanendandthecoupledescent

fromthealterandgotakepictures.

Theguestsproceedtothereceptionhallandthe

décorisexquisite.Theysettledownandthewaiters

servethemstarters.Thegirlsareallocatedinone

tablewithLuvuyoandSizwe.Nokukhanyaandthe

twinsaresittingwiththeNtulifamily,afterallthey

areneighbors.Thebridesmaidsandthe

groomsmenmaketheirwayinwhiledancingand

theguestsscreamandcheerwhiletakingvideos.

Aftersettlingdownthecoupleofthedaymaketheir

wayinandeveryonestandsupandcheerforthem.

LwandekaislaughingatThabibecausesheknows

shecan’tdance,marasheistryingshame.



Theyfinallymakeittotheirtableandthesitdown.

Theguestsalsositandtheprogramstarts.The

speechesstartandtheyareshortandsweet.There

arealsomusicitemsandapoet.TheMCfinally

callsLwandekatothestage.Atfirstshegets

nervousandraisesherhead.Hereyeslockwith

Thabi,shesmilesandnodsatherandLwandeka

getscouragetostandupandheadtothestage.She

takesthemic.

Lwandeka:“greetingseveryone.”Theygreetback.

Shelooksatthecouple.“Iknowyouguysareyetto

haveyourfirstdancebutI’dlikeyoutodancewhile

Iperformsothatpeoplewillfocusonyounotme.”

theyalllaughandthecouplemaketheirwaytothe

dancefloor.Lwandekaheadstowherethepianois

andaskstheownerifshecanplay.Thepianist

smilesandstandsupfromhischair.Lwandekasits

andadjuststhepianotoherlevel.Shestarts

playingandeveryoneisamazed.



Thandeka:“shecanplay?!”sheasksamazed.

Nolby:“evenIdidn’tknow.ULwandeka

engambulalaumuntu(Lwandekacankillaperson.)”

Lwandeka:“youfixyourmake-up,justso

Guessyoudon’tknow,thatyourbeautiful

Tryoneverydressthatyouown

Youwerefineinmyeyes,ahalfhourago

Ifyourmirrorwon’tmakeitanyclearerI’ll

Betheonetoletyouknow

Outofallthegirls

Youmyoneandonlygirl

Ain’tnobodyontheworldtonight

Allofthestars,youmakethemshineliketheywere



ours

Ain’tnobodyintheworld

ButyouandI

YouandI

Ain’tnobodyintheworldbutyou

Youstoptheroomwhenwewalkin

Spotlightsoneverybodystaring

Tellalloftheseboys,theywastingtheirtime

Stopstandinginline,causeyou’reallmine

AndthiseveningI,won’tletthefeelingdie

Ineverwannaleaveyourside

Outofallofthegirls

Youmyoneandonlygirl

Ain’tnobodyintheworldtonight



Allofthestartsyoumakethemshine

Liketheywereours

Ain’tnobodyintheworldbutyouandI

YouandI

Ain’tnobodyintheworld

Youkeepwonderingifyou’rewhatI’mwanting

Youdon’tevenhavetotry

Youdon’thavetotry

Don’ttry

Don’ttry

Youdon’thavetotry

Outofallofthegirls

Youmyoneandonlygirl



Ain’tnobodyintheworldtonight

Allofthestars,theydon’tshinebrighterthanyou

are

Ain’tnobodyintheworldbutyouandI

YouandI

YouandI

Nobodyintheworldtonight.”

Mostladieswipetheirtearsbecauseofthe

emotionalperformance.EvenThabiandNoluhhave

stoppeddancingandtheyarepayingattentionto

Lwandeka’sperformance.Lwandekastandsupand

everyonestartcheering,clappingtheirhandsand

screaming.Shedoesn’tpayattentiontoallofthat

andrushesoutofthehallwithpeoplecheeringon

herthinkingthatsheisrunningawaybecauseshe

isshy.Vuyonoticestearsinhereyesandrunsafter

her.Shestopsatthelobbytocatchherbreath.



Vuyo:“MaMnguniomuhle.”

LWANDEKA

IfreezewhenIhearhimsaythatname.Itregisters

inmymindthathehassnappedoutofthespell.I

don’tturntolookathimbecauseIwon’tknowhow

toreact.

Him:“pleaselookatme.”Ishakemyheadwith

tearsthreateningtocomeout.“Iambeggingyou

mysweetrose.”Hearingthatnamejustopensthe

tapandtearsstreamdowncheeks.SeeingthatI

havenointentionofturninghegrabsmyarmnot

roughlyandturnsmetofacehim.Hewipesmy

tearswhilewhisperingheissorryinalowtone.

“Pleasesaysomething.”Ishakemyheadno,

somehowwordsdon’twannacomeoutofmouth.I

finallysaysomething.

Me:“youhavehurtmesomuch.”



Him:“thatwasn’tmebaby.Itwassomeoneelse.I

wouldneverdoanythingtohurtyouintentionally.

Youknowthat.”

Me:“butyoudid.Potionornoportion,youdidhurt

me.”

Him:“Iloveyouwithmywhole.Pleaseforgiveme

forwhatIdidtoyou.”

Me:“Ineedtothink.Ineedspace.”Irunout.

.

.

.
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LONDEKA



RightnowweareonourwaybacktoJHB.It’s

Sundayafternoon.Iwillstartbycomplementingthe

whitewedding.Everythingwassoperfectfromthe

décortothecatering,tothecake,theweddingparty

outfits,everythingwasonpoint.Ieventookcontact

detailsofthecateringanddécorcompanysothatI

willcontactthemwhenIhaveaneventtoplanin

Durban.

Today’sweddingwasalsobeautiful.Ihavenever

beentolesbians’wedding,sothiswasmyfirstbut

thereweren’tanyawkwardmomentsorbadvibes.

Thetraditionalweddingwasalsobeautiful.The

couple’sattiresweresoperfectandtheywere

inspiredbyAnkaradesigns.Theguestswerealso

lookingsobeautiful.Someladieskepttryingtheir

lucksonBhutJobebuthiseyeswereonmysister

thewholetime.Iguesshehasbeendispelled.

Wefinallygethomeandjustaswearedrivingina

callcomesthrough.Thetimeis6pm.Thephoneis

connectedviaBluetoothtothecarsoIjusttapon

thescreentoanswerit.



Me:“baby.”

Tristin:“Dakotajustarrivedhere.Doesthatmean

youarealsohome?”

Me:“yeahIamabouttoparkinmycar.”

Tristin:“pleasecomeseeme,wewillgotomy

apartment.”Ididn’tknowhehasanapartment.

Me:“youhaveanapartment?Where?”

Tristin:“Midrand.Soareyoucoming?”

Me:“arewegoingtospendthenighttogether?”

Tristin:“I’dlovethatverymuch.”

Me:“okay,pleasesendmeyourlocation.”

Tristin:“willdo,byeMrs.Muller.”Igiggle.

Me:“seeyoulater.”

Ihandupandclimboffthecar.Hesendsmethe

location.Iopenthebootandtakemyweekendbag

andheadinsidethehouse.Igoplacemybaginmy



roomandheadtoLwandeka’sroom.Ifindher

unpackingandputtingsomeofherstuffonthedirty

laundrybasket.Isitontheedgeofthebag.

Lwah:“whatdoyouwant?”

Me:“can’tIjustsitinmysister’sbedinpeace?”she

rollshereyes.

Lwah:“Idon’thavealldayLondeka.”

Me:“canIgosleepoveratTristin’sapartment?”I

mentallycrossmyfingers.

Lwah:“areyouonanyformofcontraceptive?”she

asksnottakingoffherattentionfromwhatsheis

doing.IamshockedbyherquestionbutIquickly

recover.

Me:“yes.Iamusingtheimplanon.”Shenods.

Lwah:“haveyouguyswentfortesting,likeHIV,

STI/STDsandstuff?”

Me:“wehaven’treachedthesexualstageofour

relationshipsothattopichasneverbeentouched.”



Lwah:“soonerorlateryouaregoingtogivehimthe

cookiesoyouneedtoknowhisstatusandifhehas

aninfectionslittlesis.”

Me:“thanksfortheadvice.SocanIgo?”she

chuckles.

Lwah:“ofcourseyoucan.Iamyoursisternotyour

mother.Iwon’ttellyouhowtoliveyourlifebutI

wantyoutobecarefulandalwaysusedouble

preventiontobeonthesafeside.”Istandupand

sidehug.

Me:“thankyoubigsis.”

Igotomyroomtopackmyovernightbag,not

forgettingmybookssinceIhaveclassestomorrow.

Ithenheaddownstairswithmybag.IgreetRain

whoisatthekitchencookingandgoout.Iclimbin

mycaranddrivetoMidrand.IgettotheCrowthrone

LuxuryApartmentsandthesecurityguardletmein

withoutanyhustles,IguessTristinhadalready

mentionedthatIamcoming.Idriveinandparkat

theparkinglot.IthentextTristintellinghimthatI



havearrivedandhecomestofetch.Hehugsme

tightlyandthenperksmylips.Ihandhimmybag

andIlockmycar.

Hepullsmetothelobbyandwetaketheelevatorto

thesecondfloor.Wegettohisroomwhichisroom

29andheopensthedoor.Webothgetinsideand

thefirstwordthatcomesoutofmymouthis‘wow’.

Theapartmentisdarkgrey,lightgreyandwhite

themed.Hetellsmethatit’saonebedroom1

bathroomapartment.Ithasaloungeandakitchen

andabalcony.Heleadsmetothebedroomanditis

sobeautifulandneat.Heputsmybaginhiscloset

andcomesbacktothebedroom.Isitontheedgeof

thebedandhesitsnexttome.

Him:“Iknowyouaretiredfromdrivingsocanyou

pleasetakeoffyourclothesandlieonthebed?”I

givehimashockedexpressionandhelaughs.“Just

trustsme.”Isighanddoashesays.Iliewithmy



tummyandIamverymuchawareofhowmybuttis

exposedtohim.Iclosemyeyesandwaitforthe

nextmove.

IfeelhisoilyhandscaressingmylegsandIonly

realizethenthatIamabouttoreceiveafullbody

massage.Ibreatheoutloudandrelaxmybody.He

finishesmassagingmeandhandsmeatowel.Isit

upandwrapitaroundmybody.Mybodyfeels

rejuvenatedandrelaxed.Ipullhisbodytomineand

kisshim.Hesmilesandkissesmeback.We

continuekissingandhebreaksthekiss.

Him:“Iknowthatyouweredrivingalongdistance

soyoucantakeashortnapwhileIpreparedinner

forus.”

Me:“don’tyouwantmetokeepyoucompany?”he

perksmylips.

Him:“I’dlovethatverymuchbutyouneedtorest

baby.”Iyawnandhelaughs.“SeewhatIamtalking

about?”Igiggle.



Me:“okay.Pleasewakemeupwhenyouaredone

cooking.”Heperksmylipsagainandexitstheroom.

Istretchmyarmsandlieonthebed.

THANDEKA

IamleavingforRussiatomorrowfirstthinginthe

morning.Thabiorganizedoneofherjetstotakeme

thereandIamverymuchgratefulforthat.Iwanna

leaveeverythingsortedandinorderthat’swhyIam

currentlyattheAbertonwarehousewithT-Bone.I

havesentLwandekaandLuhtextsthattheymust

comehere.Lwandekaarrivesafter30minutesand

Luharrives2minuteslater.Lwandekaiswearinga

shortsilkygown,sleepersandadoek.Bylookingat

herfacialexpressionIcanseethatsheispissed

becauseIwokeherupwithoutanyexplanations.

Lwah:“thishadbetterbeworthit.”Ichuckle.She

didn’tevengreetbackwhenLuhgreetedus.

Me:“owwIpromiseitwillbe.”Istandupandlead

themtotheBLOODBATHroom.Theireyespopout



whentheyseetwohumanfiguressittingatthe

otherendoftheroom.

Luh:“Charlottewhatisgoingonhere?Whoare

thesepeople?”wemoveclosertothem.

Me:“theyaretheoneswholeadtoourbreakup.”T-

boneturnsonthelightandIcanseethatthe

naughtysiblingsaresleeping.“T-bone,coldwater.”

Heexitstheroomandcomesbackwithabucket

fullofcoldwaterwithice.Itakeitfromhimand

pourallthewatertothePetersons.Theywakeup

gaspingforairandwhentheireyeslandonusIsee

aterrifiedexpressionontheirfaces.

Lily:“babywhat’sgoingonhere?Whatevertheysay

Ididisalie.Theyarejealousofourlove.Please

don’tlistentothem.”Lwandekachucklesandsteps

closertoher.Shesquatstoherlevelandhergown

isshortsoitshowsherbuttcheeks.IseeLuh

swallowinghardandIchuckle.



Lwah:“Iwannaknowwhyyou’rehere.Youareno

longerJobe’sgirlfriendsowhyareyoustickingyour

noseineverythingthatconcernhim?Whyareyou

usinghissistertogettohim?What?Youthinkyou

stillstandachancewithJobe?Welldreamongirl.

Yourtimehasexpired.Thereisanewqueenintown

andIamheretostay.”Shelaughs.“Remember

whenyousaidthat?”shestandsupandlooksatme.

“Whyishehere?”sheaskspointingatTroy.

Me:“heshotyou.”ShechangesintosomethingI

don’trecognizeandstartspunchingtroysohard

andfast.WhenIamsatisfiedIsignalT-bonetostop

herandhedoes.

Lwah:“whatdidyougainfromshootingmehuh?

DidVuyofuckyoutoo?”sheaskswithtears

threateningtocomeout.

Lily:“pleaseleavemybrotheroutofthis.Ifyou

wanttopunishsomebody,punishme.”Itakeout



mypistolandshoothertwiceonbothlegs.She

screamsandstartscrying.

Me:“whogaveyoupermissiontotalk?”Iturntoher

brotherwhoisgivingmethedeathstare.“Now

answerherquestion.”Hedoesn’tandIlaugh.“Do

youknowwhoIam?”

Troy:“agangsterwannabechick.”Hesayswithan

attitude.

Me:“letmejustshowyouwhoamI.”Itakeoffmy

wigandturnaroundsothathecanseemytattoo.

AfterafewsecondsIturnbacktofacehimand

thenwearmywigagain.Theshocked-scarred

expressiononhisfaceisexactlywhatIwashoping

for.“SonowdoyouknowwhoIam?”hedoesn’t

answer.Igotoatablenearbyandtakeagasoline

andaboxofmatches.“Thiswillteachyouneverto

messwithLioness’slovedones.”Ipourthe

gasolinealloverhisbodyandhescreams.His

sisterscreamsandstartsbegging.



Lily:“Iwilldoanything,Iwillreversethespell,

anythingforyoutosparemybrother’slife.”

Luh:“wasitworthit?BreakingmeandLwandekaup

andshootingher?Wasitworthit?”

Lily:“Iamsorry.Pleasehavemercyonus.Wewill

leavetown.Youwillneverhearfromusagain.”

T-bone:“theLionessdoesn’tdosecondchances.”I

lightthematchandtossittoTroy.Hestarts

burningandhecriesandscreamsoutloudandhis

sisteralsohelphimwiththescreaming.

Lwah:“Ican’twatchthis.AndLilyinyournextlife

learntostayawayfrommenthatdon’tbelongto

you.”Sheturnsandheadsout.Luhfollowsher.

Me:“LilianPeterson,”Ismileather,“savemeaseat

inhell.”Ipourtheremaininggasolineonherbody

andalsosetheralight.IheadoutleavingT-bone

whomIknowwilltakecareofthismess.IfindLuh

andLwaharguingoutsidewhichisararesight.



“Guyswhat’sup.”Luhraiseshishandsinsurrender

andclimbsinhiscaranddrivesoutofthe

warehouse.

Lwah:“hewantsmetoforgivehimandforgetabout

thepainthatheputmethroughwhilehewasstill

Lily’sbitch.Thatshithurtlikeamotherfucker.It

waslikehavingtinypiecesofglassespiercing

throughyourhearteveryday.”Shewipesatearthat

hasfallendownherface.Iclearmythroat.

Me:“IamleavingforRussiatomorrow.Idon’tknow

whenIwillcomebackbutitwon’tbeanytime

soon.”ShelooksatmeandIcanseethatsheis

shocked.

Lwah:“whatthefuckareyousayingThandeka?”

Me:“Ihavetofacemydemonslikeyouhavefaced

yoursandtheydon’tneednormaltherapy.Iwill

comebackabetterandabrandnewperson.Don’t

besadformydeparture.”Hereyesbecomeglassy.

“Pleasedon’tcry.Iamnotgoingtheretodiebutto



gethelp.Iamgoingtocomeback.Foryou,formy

brotherandmaybeforapotentialhusband.”She

gigglesandhugsmetightly.

Lwah:“IloveyouandIamgoingtomissyouso

much.ButwewillSkypeandcalleachotherevery

dayright?”sheaskspullingawayfromthehug.I

avoideyecontact.

Me:“whereIamgoingpatientsarenotallowedto

havecontactwiththeoutsideworldbecausethe

healingprocessmaybedelayed.”Tearsstream

downhercheeksandsheletsthemfallwithout

wipingthem.Shechuckles.

Lwah:“wehaveknowneachotherforlessthan6

monthsbutalreadyIamthisattachedtoyou.”

TearsthreatentocomeoutofmyeyesbutIdon’tlet

them.

Me:“IloveyoutooandIwillmissyou.”Wehugone

moretimeandsheleaves.



Ialsogetintomycaranddrivehome.Igetthere

andheadtomyroom.IwritealettertoLuhbecause

Ican’tsaygoodbyetohisface.Ifinishwritingit

thenwriteashortonetoSizwe.Afterthatitakea

showerandthenpackmybags.Iwearmy

tracksuits,sneakersandplaceLuh’sletteronthe

bed.IheadoutanddriveinmyAMG.

IdrivetoSizwe’shousebecausehealsocameback

withusforsomebusinessconferencewhichwillbe

tomorrow.Icallhimandheopensthegateforme.I

driveandclimboutofthecarafterparkingitinthe

driveway.Iheadtothefrontdoorandfindhim

alreadywaitingforme.Wespendthenightsexing

eachotherandat4amIwakeup,leavetheletterby

hisbedsideandheadtomyapartment.Itakea

showerthereandwhenIamdoneIfindT-boneat

thelounge,heistheonewhoisdrivingmetothe

airport.



Hetakemybagsandputtheminthecarboot.Ilock

theapartmentandgetinsidethepassengerseat.T-

bonestartsthecaranddriveout.Myflightisat5:30

am.Wegettotheairportandhefirstsgoestobuy

coffeeforthebothofusandcomesback.Hehands

memycoffeeandItakeasip.

Me:“Idon’tknowhowyouwilldoitbutIneedyou

tostartagangfromscratch.Iknowyouwillbe

doingallthehardworkbutitwillbeworthitinthe

end.TrygettingCleoonboard.”

T-bone:“whichterritory?”

Me:“startinAbertonandworkyourwaytotherest

ofGauteng.IalsowantPEandLimpopojustfor

now.”

T-bone:“consideritdone.IwishKhweziwasstill

here.”

Me:“shewillforeverbemissed.Iwantyouto

recruitFortunate.Shemaybeadrunkardbutshe

haspotential.”



T-bone:“whenareyoucomingback?”

Me:“notsure.ButwhenIcomebackIamthinking

ofjoiningforceswithBeast,Iamnotsure.”

T-bone:“twoqueenscannotleadonenationunless

thereisakingrulingoverthem.Youcanhelpeach

otherhereandtherebutIdon’tthinkjoiningforces

willbeawisedecision.”Inod.

Me:“Ihearyou.”

Iclimboutofthecarandhealsoclimbsout.He

takesmybagandfollowmetowherethejetis.We

fistbumpandheleaves.Itakemyluggageandget

insidetheplane.Igreetthepilotandsitdown.Few

minuteslatertheplanetakesoffandoddIgotto

Russia.

.
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Iwakeupwithaminorheadache.Iwenttobedwith

tearsbecauseThandekaisleaving.Iamreally

goingtomissher.Icheckthetimeonmyphone

andits7:42.Idon’tevenknowwhattimeisshe

leaving.Idialhernumberanditgoesstraightto

voicemail.Isighandgetupfromthebed.Iquickly

makeitandthenheadtothebathroom.Ibrushmy

teeth,takeawarmshower,dryandlotionmybody.

Igetoutofthebathroomandheadtomywalk-in

closet.Iwearablacklegging,whitelongsleevet-

shirtandwhiteAirJordan.Itakemyphone,car

keys,backpackandheaddownstairs.IfindRain

makingbreakfastandIgreether.Isitonthe

barstoolandshehandsmealatte.Idrinkitand



thenIheadout.IclimbintomyCH-Randdriveto

theSitholemansion.IgetthereandfindVuyo

pacingupanddowninthelivingroomwithapiece

ofpaperinhishand.

Me:“iseverythingokay?”hestopsandlooksatme.

Him:“doyouknowwhereshewent?”

Me:“who?OhhThandeka?Waitshehasleft

already?”

Him:“youknewthatshewasleaving?”thefactthat

shedidn’tstatewhereshewasheadedtointhat

lettermeansthatsheonlywantedmetoknowthat.

Me:“shetoldmeyesterday.”

Him:“howcanInothaveseenthattherewas

somethingwrongwithher?Ialwaysassumedthat

shewasfinebecauseshewasalwaysinagood

mood.Whatkindofabrotherami?”hesitsdown

andstartssniffing.NowthisissightIcan’tbear.I

gositnexttohimandwrapmyarmsaroundhis



body.

Me:“babypleasedon’tcry.Sheisnotdead,shewill

comeback.”Ionlyrealizeafterhestopssniffing

thatIhavecalledhimbaby.Icurseundermybreath

unwrapmyarmsaroundhisbody.Iquicklystand

up.“Ihavetoleave.Seeyoulater.”

Him:“pleasedon’tleavemylove.Ineedyouright

now.”Healsostandsupandgrabmyarms.He

pullsmeclosertohimandwrapshishandsaround

mywaist.Icanseethathehasn’teventakenabath

yetbuthisnaturalscentdrawsmetohim.

Me:“Ican’tdothis.”

Him:“why?What’sstoppingyou?Haveyoumoved

on?”Iamtemptedtolaughathislastquestion

becausehisfacialexpressionishilariousrightnow.

Me:“Ihaven’tfullyhealed.”

Him:“Iunderstandthatmyactionshurtyoubut

pleasebabe,thatwasn’tme.Youarekillingmeright



now.HowaboutIbethereforyouandyoubethere

forme?InthatsenseIwillhelpyouhealbecause

thisthingofyoupushingmeawayisaturnoff.”I

laughathim.Idon’trememberhearinghimsay

‘turnoff’ever.“Ihavemissedthatlaugher.”Iblush

andlookdown.

Me:“IhavetogoVuyo.”Isayraisingmyheadand

hejustattacksmewithakiss.Hedoesn’twaitfor

metowarmuptoit.Hebitesmylowerlip,his

tonguethrustmymouthandthatforcesmetokiss

himback.Iwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckandhis

handsautomaticallygrabsmybutt.AfterawhileI

finallybreakthekissandwearenowbothbreathing

heavily.

Him:“you’rebeautiful.”Igiggle.

Me:“justsoyouknowIhaven’tforgivenyou.”He

smiles,owwIhavemissedhissmilesbethuna.

Him:“IknowandIamgoingtoearnmy

forgiveness.”Iremovehishandsfrommybutt,all



thistimehewasstillgrabbingit.

Me:“seeyoulaterMr.Sithole.”Istepbackandhead

out,hefollowsme.

Him:“canItakeyououtonadate?”

Me:“Idon’tthinkmynewmanwilllikethat.”Isay

climbingintomycar.

Him:“newman?Whatareyoutalkingabout?”

Me:“didn’tyougetthememo?IamdatingLuyanda

Mthethwa.”Isaywithaninnocentsmileplastered

onmyface.

Him:“watfoksêjyvirmy?(Whatthefuckareyou

sayingtome?)”Heaskshalfshouting.

Me:“shh,youwillwaketheneighbors.Anywayssee

yah,andbythewayhisdickgameiswaybetter

thanyours.”Istarttheengineanddriveout.That

willteachhimnottomesswiththeMngunis.

Igettowork,greettheworkersandheadtomy

office.Nombusocomestomyofficeandgivesme

thereportfortheweekend.Iintroducedanewrule



thatshouldtheclubreachandexceeditstargetfor

theweekendtheemployeesgetR200onMonday

justsotheycankeepupthegoodwork.It’snot

muchbutitcantakeyoufromoneplacetothe

otherandyoucanbuylunchandsupperwiththat

moneyifyoudon’twannacook.Anywaysthis

weekendtheyexceededthetargetby10%.Iwritea

notetoSomasinceheistheonewhodealswiththe

finance.IhandittoNombusoandsheexitsmy

office.

MyphonebeepsandwhenIcheckIseethatit’sa

messagefromLuyanda.AsIsaid,mydatewith

LuyandaboredmetothecoreandIamnotwilling

togoonaseconddatewithhim.HoweverifI

wannaavengemybrokenheartIwillhavetoendure

justonedatenje.Themessagereadsasfollows:

‘goodmorningangel,Ihopeyourweekendwasfun.

Ihaveadinnermeetingtoattendtothisevening.

Canyoupleasebemydate?’



Atleastwewon’tbealone.Irespondbysaying‘I’d

lovetoaccompanyyouthereNyambose,pleasedo

sendmethelocationlateron.’Ismileandputmy

phoneaside.IwannatakeasmanyselfiesasIcan

justtosuffocateomunyeubhutinje.BythewayI

unblockedhimyesterdayandhehasbeenposting

videosofushavingfun,kissingandteasingeach

otheronInstagram,WhatsAppandFacebook.And

manypictureswithcaptionslike‘noonewillever

replaceyouinmyheart’,‘Godmadeoneequalfor

meandthatisyou’,‘Iwillneverrestuntilyourlast

nameisSithole’.Hehasevenmademehisdisplay

photoinallthesesocialnetworks.Iamtellingyou

guys’kuroughlangaphandle.

SIZWE

IwakeupthefollowingmorningtofindThandeka’s

sideofthebedempty.Whydoesshealwayshave

todothis?AnywaysIreachformyphoneonthe

dresserandIfindanoteorratheraletterthere.I

openitandreadit.



‘DearMnguni.Iamacowardwhenitcomesto

goodbyes,that’swhyIwrotethisletter.Iamleaving

tofaceandconquermydemonssomewhereinthe

world.YouarethefirstguythatIhaveeverreally

likedandIwashopingthattherewouldbesome

sortofarelationshipbetweenusbutIhavetoslay

mydemons.Ineedyoutofallinloveandforget

aboutournightsofpassion.WhereIamgoing,it

maytakeayearor2formetocomeback.Ifyouare

stillsinglebythen,I’dpursuearelationshipwith

you.IfnotthenIwillsearchformysignificantother.

Don’tlookformebecauseyouwon’tfindme.Kiss

MnguniJuniorforme.Bye.

P.S.:ItookyourblackGivenchyunderwear,justto

remindmeofthegoodtimesweshared.’

Ican’tbelievethis.Whatdemonsisshetalking

about?Doesshehaveabadpast?Wassheraped

orphysicallyabused?Wheredidshegoto?Itake



myphoneanddialhernumber.Itgoesstraightto

voicemail.IdialWawa’snumberanditrings

unanswered.Idialitagainandsheanswersaftera

fewrings.

Wawa:“sorrybhuti,Iwasinthetoiletwhenitrang

forthefirsttime.”

Me:“noproblem.Anywayshowareyou?”

Wawa:“Iamgoodbhuti,howareyou?”

Me:“notgood.WhereisThandeka?”

Wawa:“shelefttofaceoffherdemons.Shetalked

aboutphysicaltherapyfromoverseasorsomething

likethat.”

Me:“whenisshecomingback?”

Wawa:“notanytimesoon.”

Me:“whereisshe?”

Wawa:“sheonlytoldmethatsheisgoingoverseas

bhuti.MaybeNewYork,maybeMexico,maybe

China,Idon’tknow.”Iexhale.



Me:“okaythankyou.”Ihangup.

TruthbetoldIhavefallendeeplyforThandekaandI

wouldn’tmindwaitingforherbecausethereisno

womanIseemyselfbeingwithotherthanher.Yes

shemighthaveamindofherownandahuge

appetiteforsexbutIwouldn’ttradeherfornothing

becauseIloveherandmyuncledidgivemeago

ahead.AnywaysImakethebedandquicklyshower.

AftershoweringIheaddownstairsandfindSquash

makingbreakfast.

Me:“manyoucan’tjustmakeyourselfcomfortable

inanotherman’skitchen.WhatifIhadaguestand

shecamedownstairsnakedorhalfnaked?”

Squash:“thenIwould’veclosedmyeyesboss.”I

rollmyeyes.

Me:“anywayswhatbringsyouhere?”

Squash:“Ihavegoodnewsandbadnews.Which

onedoyouwantfirst?”heaskshandingmemy



breakfast.Isitonthebarstoolandstarteating.

Me:“justdelivertheminanunderstandableorder.”

Squash:“noted.TheLionesslefttheHunters,I

guessthat’sgoodnews.”

Me:“left?How?Everyoneknowsthataperson

doesn’tjustleavesagang.Thereareconsequences

forthatshit.”

Squash:“wellapparentlysheleftanddaredanyone

whowillstandinherwayorrevealhertrueidentity

orgoafterherfamily.”

Me:“sheisthatscary?”

Squash:“youhavenoidea.Thebadnewsisthatwe

don’tknowwhichgangsheisrollingwithrightnow

butIhaven’theardanythingcurrently.”

Me:“maybeshewantstostartherowngang.Sheis

powerfulafterallandfearedsoIamprettysureshe

hasconnectionswithpeopleinhigherplaces.”

Squash:“somesaythatsheisfriendswithBeast.”

Me:“BeastasinThabi?”henods.“Damnthatchick

isconnectedbruh,iftheyarefriendsthenthat



meanswemustbeonthelookout.Itwillonlybea

matteroftimebeforeshediscoverswhoIreally

am.”

Squash:“wemustbecarefulboss.Anywaysthere

isajobonthetable.Pinkdiamonds.Remofilwethe

Tshwanaspoiledprincesshasboughtthemand

theywillbetransportedtothepalacein3days.The

onlyopportunitywewillgetofsnatchingthemison

Thursday.”

Me:“howmucharetheyworth?”

Squash:“R30mboss.”

Me:“damnthat’shuge.Howdangerousisthe

mission?”

Squash:“theSerpentsandtheMajimbosareeyeing

themsoinordertogettothediamondswewill

needtoeliminatethemfirst.”

Me:“R30misahugegain.GettheCapeTownmen

andtheDurbanmentohelpyouinthis.Theyshould



beherebytomorroweveningsothatyoucanattack

these2gangsbyWednesday.Andthendevicea

plantosnatchthesediamondsbecauseIampretty

suretheywillbehighlysecured.”

Squash:“surebozza.”

Me:“whenwegetthem,allthemeninvolvedwillget

R500keach.”

Squash:“andwhatwillIget?”

Me:“R4m.”hewhistles.

Squash:“damnIwillbuyahouseformymama.”

Me:“let’snotcounttheeggsbeforetheyhatch.”He

chuckles.

IfthisheistisasuccessthenIknowIwillbenefit

R10mfromit.R4mwillgotothegang’sbanksand

theremainingR2mwillbedividedamongstthe

oneswhodidnotparticipateintheheist.WhenIam

doneeatingSquashwashesmyplate.Theganghas

enoughmoneytoaffordaprivatejetbutwewillbuy

itmid-yearnotnow.Westillneedaboutmaybe28-



figureheistssothatwewon’tbebrokeafter

purchasingthejet.

Myphonebeepsandit’samessagefromoneofthe

guardstailingNthabi.Ireallydon’tknowwhyIstill

keepheraround.ButnowthatIhaveThandekaI

willofficiallycuttieswithher.Thetextisinforming

methatshehasjustenteredahotelwhileholding

handswithLondaSibisi,aDurbantendepreneur.

Sheisreallysecuringthebagneh?AnywaysI

collectmybelongingsandSquashdrivesmetothe

airport.IwillbereturningtoJHBonWednesdayfor

theheist.Ijustneedtotakecareofafewthingsin

Durban,oneofthembeingNthabi.

Iboardtheplaneandafteranhourandfewminutes

IarriveatKingShakaInternationalairport.Ifind

oneofmyboysalreadywaitingforme.Igivehim

mybagandheleadsmetothecar.Whenweget

insidethecarItellhimtodrivemetothehotel

whereNthabiwasspotted.WegetthereandIgo



straighttothereception.IaskforLonda’sroom

numberandafterbribingthereceptionist,she

finallygivesmeit.Itaketheelevatortothe4thfloor,

theirroomnumberis404.Igettothedoorand

knock.

Londa:“who’sthere?”

Me:“SpecialdeliveryforMr.LondaSibisi.It’sonthe

house.”HechucklesfromtheinsideandIhear

footstepsapproachingthedoor.Heopensit

wearingnothingbutboxersandhefrownswhenhe

seesme.Ijustpushhimasideandenter.Isee

Nthabiunderthesheetsandthewaysheisholding

ontothemisevidentthatsheisnakedunderneath.

“Goodmorningbabymama.”Iwinkather.

“AnywaysIamnotheretoruinyourday.Iamjust

heretotellyouthatIamgivingyou24hourstotake

allyourbelongingsandmoveoutofmyhouse.If

theyarestillthereafterthe24hourshaslapsedI

willburnthem.”



Londa:“Nthabiwhatisgoingon?”

Me:“becarefulofherman,sheisahandfulone.

Enjoytherestofyourday.Andhoneywhenyou

moveoutpleaseleavemyblackcard,carkeysand

petrolcardbymybedside.IfyouleavewiththemI

willmakeSouthAfricaverysmallforthebothof

us.”tearsfillhereyesandtheystreamdownher

cheeks.“Ireallyhopethisoneisworthit.”Iexitthe

roomandhearLondashoutingather.Wellsheisno

longermyproblem.Ifhedecidestobeatherup,I

don’tcare.

ThethingisIlovedNthabiverymuch.Itreatedher

likeaqueen.Imayhave2blackcardsbutthefact

thatIletherhaveonemeansalot.Igaveher

money,ahome,loveandgoodsexandshestill

wasn’tsatisfied.Shewentoutthereandcheatedon

me.Funnyfactisthisisnotthefirstguyshehas

cheatedwith.Womenareverycomplicated

creaturesanditwilltakeforeverforourgenderto



understandthem.

LWANDEKA

It’salready6:30pmandIamready.Iamwearinga

blackandgoldlongsleeveabovekneesee-through

cocktailpulloverdresswithgoldheels.Iamalso

carryingagoldpurse.IbrushedmyhairstylebutI

reallyneedtochangeitsoon.ItookafewshotssoI

amalittletipsy.IknowLuyanda’scolleaguesare

goingtoboremetodeathsoIamallowedtoarrive

tipsyatthedinner.IheaddownstairsandLondeka

screamsassoonassheseesme.

Londeka:“zisayourphonesistaz.”Ilaughandgive

hermyphone.Shetakesafewphotosandhands

mebackmyphone.Thepicturesshetookareso

beautiful,IpickoneandpostitonWhatsApp.

Caption:‘ThinaboThinaesiyakumadinner

meetings.’Iquicklylockmyphoneandtakemyi8

carkeys.



Londy:“don’tgetdrunktoomuch.Wedon’twant

youdamagingthisbeautifulbaby.”Shesays

brushingthehoodofthecar.Ilaughagain.

Me:“uyaphaphawena.”

Iclimbinsidemycaranddrivetotherestaurant.I

getthereandparkmycar.Iunlockmyphoneand

thefirstmessagethatgrabsmyattentionistheone

frommyfuturehusband.

Vuyo-‘don’tmakemecommitmurderonaMonday

nightLwandekaMnguniplease.’Ilaughandlock

myphoneagain.Igetinsidetherestaurantandthe

waitressleadsmetowhereLuyandaisseated.I

findhimseatingwith2menand2women.2by2

vele.Hesmileswhenheseesmeandstandsupto

hugme.Afterhuggingmeheopensthechairfor

meandIsitdown,hesitsnexttome.

Luyanda:“youlookbeautiful.”Ismile.



Me:“thankyou.”

Man1:“soyoumustbethefutureMrs.Mthethwa.”I

chuckle.IfonlyyouknewthatIamfutureMrs.

Sitholeqha.

Luyanda:“guysthisisthewonderfulLwandeka

Mnguni,LwandekathisisNomgqibeloandSibusiso

BhenguandthisisSanelisiweandKhuthazwa

Mdledle.Iamsureyouhaveheardofthembefore.”

Me:“yeah.TheBhengusareintheentertainment

industryandsoaretheMdledles.”

Nomgqibelo:“andwhatdoyoudodear?”

Me:“IamamanageratFestsandIalsoownafarm

inKrugersdorp.”Thewaitersbringstarterswhich

PorkTenderloin.Isuspectthatthewholemealwas

preordered.

Waiter:“canIgetyouanythingtodrink?”

Me:“I’dlikeagintonic.”Luyandaclearshisthroat.

Sanelisiwe:“wewillhaveabottleofwhitewine

please.”

Luyanda:“andabottleofyourfinestwhiskey.”



Waiter:“comingrightup.”heleaves.

Sanelisiwe:“sowhyfarmingLwandekaifImay

ask?”

Me:“Iamobsessedwithagriculture.Ilovenature

that’swhy.IliveinmyfarmhouseandIlovethatI

don’thavetogotothesupermarketforfruitsand

veges.Icangettheminmybackyard.Andthe

demandforfruitsandvegetablesisalwayshigh,it

hasevenincreasednowadaysbecausemore

peoplearetryingtoeathealthily.”

Khuthazwa:“wellsaidyounglady.”

Itakeapictureofmystarterandpostitonmy

WhatsAppstatus.Iwritethenameoftherestaurant

andinserttheredpinemoji.Thewaitercomesback

withourdrinksandwethankhim.Themenstart

talkingbusinessandafterafewminutesthemain

courseisservedwhichisgrilledprawns,calamari



andCaesarsalad.Weindulgeinthefoodwhilethe

boringconversationcontinues.ByenowIhave

drankabout3glassesofgintonic.Iamwishingfor

anotherThandekarescue,pitysheisabout7000+

milesawayfromme.

IexcusemyselftousethelooandIheadthere.I

peeandthenfixmyself.IwashmyhandsafterIam

doneandre-applymylipstick.Iheadbacktothe

tableandLuyandakissesmycheekbeforeopening

thechairforme.Ncoohsuchagentleman,pityyou

willonlygivemethecheekkissesbecausethis

mouthbelongstosomeoneelse.Weallfinishthe

maincourseandthewaiterbringsanotherglassfor

me.WhilechattingIfeelaheavypresencebehind

me.Iamtemptedtoturnbuttheperson’sClive

ChristianNo.1formencolognemakeitsowngrand

entrance.

Voice:“goodeveningladiesandgentlemen.”He

greetsinanunusualdeepvoice.CanJesusjust



comedownthisinstant?

.

.

.

LwandekakaLuvuyo

ThandekakaSizwe

#myknight

[11/21,10:35] :Chapter49

Iturnandoureyeslocksametime.Istopstaringat

himandtakeaquicklookathisoutfit.Heis

wearingslimstretchcottondresspantswithaslim

fitshirtandAlbertvelvetgentleman’sslippers,all

navybahlali.Iwouldn’tbesurprisedifheisdriving



theRollsRoycetonight.Helookssohandsome

tonightandhismusclesaredoingthethings.I

standupbeforehecancauseascene.Heisavery

calmandcalculatedpersonbutallhellcanbreak

loosengomkakhe.

Me:“hey.Whatbringsyouhere?”helooksatme

withathreateninglookthatmakemyinsidesturn.

Hethenfakesasmile.

Nomgqibelo:“OMG!You’rethefamousJobe.”She

standsupandhugshim.

Vuyo:“Iwouldn’tsayfamousbutIama

businessman.”

Sibusiso:“youaresuchahardmantotrack.”He

saysstandingupandshakinghishand.“Ihave

beenwantingasitdownwithyouforsometime

now.Whydon’tyoujoinus?”IseeLuyanda

clenchinghisjaws.

Vuyo:“Idon’twannaimposeBhengu.”Sibusiso

chuckles.



Sibusiso:“please,Iinsist.”Weallsitdown,withme

sittinginbetweenVuyoandLuyandaandawaiter

comestotakehisorder.

Khuthazwa:“sowhat’snextforLuvuyoSithole?”

Vuyo:“PEandNorthWest.BythetimeIamdone

SitholerestaurantswillbealloverSouthAfrica.”

Khuthazwa:“that’sgoodtohear.Sohowdoyou

knowthebeautifulLwandekaMnguni?”

Vuyo:“sheismy,”hechucklesabit,“mygirlfriend.”

Luyandachokesonhissalivaandstartscoughing,

awkward.Vuyopassesaglassofwatertohim.

Sanelisiwe:“owmy,Ithoughtshewasdating

Luyanda.”

Vuyo:“no.sheisjustaccompanyinghimtothis

dinnermeeting.”Luyandaclencheshisjawsand

looksatme.Whatdoesheexpectmetosay

becausethatisexactlywhatIamdoing?

Accompanyinghimtothisdinnermeeting,nothing

more.

Sibusiso:“wehavebeenwantingtohostseventsat



FestsandAlloy.It’sjustthattheclubsarealways

sobusy.Wedoubtwewillevergetachancetobook

thewholevenue.”

Me:“ifyouwantyoureventtobein4monthsthen

wecantalk.Bookingthewholevenuerequiresalot.

Youasaclienthaveyourownrequirementsand

expectationssoasthemanagementwewillonlybe

listeningtoyou.Youwillpayforthevenueandall

themoneyfortheticketssoldwillautomatically

cometoyou.”

Vuyo:“theonlymoneythatwemakeastheclubis

theoneguestsusetobuyalcoholandfood,unless

yourtotalcostincludeit.Ifyouhaveasponsor,like

forexample,Huntersissponsoringyourevent,the

moneyyouwillmakefromsellingthestockyou

camewithisallyours.Wewon’tbereceivingany

share.”

Me:“youmaycomewithyourownwaitersand



hostessesofyouwant.Basicallyyouhavealotof

freedomifyoubookthewholevenue.”

Vuyo:“butifyoujustwannahostaneventandnot

bookthewholevenuebutratherasectionatthe

club,thecostswillbelessbutyouwillhavelimited

freedomandcontrol.”

Nomgqibelo:“canwehaveyourbusinesscardJobe

sothatwecancontinuewiththischatandgetinto

moredetailssoon?”hesmilesandhandsherhis

businesscard.

Hisfoodarrivesandhestartseating.Heordereda

steakandgrilledchickenwithfriedchipsandGreek

salad.Hisfoodlookssoappetizing.PhelaIatesea

foodandayisuthisileyanto.Hestopseatingwhen

hefeelsthatsomeoneiswatchinghimandraises

hiseyestolookatme.Ishylylookawayandhe

chuckles.Hecutshissteakintopiecesandlooksat

me.



Vuyo:“sayahh.”Heliftshisforkwithapieceof

steaktowardsmymouthandIgiggle.Iopenmy

mouthandhefeedsme.

Luyandaclearshisthroatandstandsup.He

excuseshimselfandrushestotherestroom.Vuyo

chucklesandshrugs.Hecontinueseatingwhile

alsofeedingme.Afterwearedoneeatinghesettle

hisbill,hebidsfarewelltothecouplesandhelpsme

tostandup.Hetakesmypurseandgrabsmyhand

softly.HeleadsmeoutsideandIfindSoma

standingnearmycar.Hegoesthroughmypurse

andtakesoutmycarkeys.Whenheisaboutto

handthemtoSomaItakethemawayfromhim.

Me:“nooffenceSomabutIdon’tlikeanyonedriving

mysportcarsexceptforme.”hechuckles.

Soma:“nonetakenbosslady.”Vuyohandshimhis

carkeysandtakemycarkeys.Heopensthe

passengerdoorforme,Ichuckleandgetin.he

closesitandgetsinthedriverseat.Hestartsthe



caranddrivesout.

Vuyo:“LwandekaMngunididwebreakup?”

Me:“welltechnicallyyoudumpedmewhenIwoke

upfrommyminicomaso…”Ishrug.

Vuyo:“didwebreakupwhileIwasmyusual

unspelledself?”

Me:“no”

Vuyo:“sowhatmakesyouthinkyouhavetheright

todressupnicelyandgoondateswithothermen?

Whatmakesyouthinkyoucantalktomehowever

youlike?Whatmakesyouthinkyoucanjust

comparemydickgamewithanotherman?”heasks

inasternvoice.Heishalfshoutingandhisgripon

thesteeringwheelseemstight.

Me:“Iamsorry.”

Vuyo:“thetimeforyoutoapologizehasn’tarriveyet

mysweetrose.Youaregoingtobegformeto

forgiveyouwhenIfuckyoufrombehind



mercilesslyandwhilemygripistightonyour

hairstyle.”Yohthatsendstinglesallovermybody.

Me:“butyouaretheonewhoissupposedto

apologize.Don’tturnthisonme.”

Vuyo:“IhavealreadyapologizedLwandekaandI

amnotgoingtodoitagain.Whathappenedwith

LilywasamistakewhichIcouldn’tstop.Whatyou

aredoingisatotaloppositeandforthatIamgoing

topunishyoudearly.”Heraisesthevolume,old

RnBisplaying.That’saclearindicationthatthis

conversationisover.

WegettotheSitholemansionandowwdearhe

doesdeliverthepunishment.Hefucksmehardbut

doesn’tallowmetocum.Iendupcryingbecause

thispunishmentisworsethananyIhaveever

received.Hefinallyreacheshisclimaxandcleans

usboth.Heleavesmelyingonhisbedwhilecrying,

hewearshisboxersandleavestheroom.Ifinally

stopcryingandstandup.Myvaginaisburningup.I



takehisshirt,wearitandheadtothebathroom.I

takeofftheshirtandgetinsidetheshower.Iopen

thewarmwaterandIamcarefulnottowetmy

hairstyle.

Istartwashingmybodywithhisbodywash.He

openstheshowerdoorandgetsinbuttnaked.Ijust

ignorehimandcontinuewithwhatIamdoing.He

turnsmetofacehimandIjustcontinuewashing

mybodyandavoideyecontact.Heholdsmybutt

andpullsmeclosertohim.Hecaressesmybutt

andgrabsitfirmly.Hebringshishandstothefront

ofmybodyandstartscaressingmybreasts.

Me:“canIpleasebathinpeace?”hechuckles.

Him:“asifyouarenotenjoyingwhatIamdoingto

you.”

HecontinuesseducingmeandIeventuallygivein.

wehaveasteamyroundandthistimearoundhe



givesmepleasuretilltheend.Weshower

afterwardsandwegetout.Hedriesmybodyand

alsodrieshimself.Iwearhisshirtandhewrapsa

towelaroundhiswaist.Wegotothebedroomand

thebedisalreadymade,Iguesshecleanedup

whileIwasstillintheshower.Helotionshisbody

andhewearshispajamapants.

Him:“youwantustowatchsomeTV?”

Me:“Iwannawatchamovie.”

Him:“whichone?”

Me:“SOMEONEGREAT.”

Him:“whatisitabout?”

Me:“youwillsee.Justgoandpreparepopcorn.”

Him:“whyme?Whydon’tyougoandprepareit?”

Me:“please.”Ipoutandgivehimpuppyeyes.He

grunts.

Him:“fine.”Heheadsdownstairs.Isetup

everythingwegonnaneedandsitonthebed.Isend



atexttoLondyinformingherthatIamgoingtosee

hertomorrow.SheaskswhereIamatandIjust

laughather.Baecomesbackwiththepopcornand

hecomestositnexttome.

Me:“pressplay.”Hedoessoandwesitcomfortably

andwatchthemovie.

LUVUYO

Wewakeupthefollowingdayandprepare

ourselvesforthedayahead.Lwandekawearsmy

oversizedt-shirtandputsmybeltontopofthetee

justbelowherbreasts.Sheiswearingherheelsand

shelookssosexyrightnow.Ipullhertomeand

plantkissesonherneck.Shegiggles.

Lwah:“stop.Ineedtogettowork.”

Me:“Iamhavingavasectomyreversalprocedure

today.”Shefrowns.

Lwah:“vasectomy?Younevertoldmeaboutit.”

Me:“ThandekamademedoitwhileIwasstillwith



LilysothatIdon’tendupimpregnatingher.She

alsotookallthepowerIhaveovermyassetsbut

shefixedthatbeforesheleft.”

Lwah:“sheissoclever.”

Me:“Iknow.Afterreversingmyvasectomyyouare

alsogoingtoremoveyourimplant.”Shesmirksand

raiseshereyebrow.

Lwah:“isthatso?”

Me:“wellIamthemaninthisrelationshipsowhatI

saygoes.”sherollshereyes.

Lwah:“howmanlyandadorableofyoutosaythat.

Anywayswearenothavingkidsoutofwedlock.”

Me:“isthatyourwayofaskingmetomarryyou?”

Lwah:“Iamleavingandwearenotgettingmarried

withoutThandeka.”Shetakesherpurseandheads

out.

Me:“aren’tyounotgoingtohavebreakfast?”Iask

followingherdownthestairs.

Lwah:“ifZethuhascookedthenIamgame.”Weget

tothekitchenandZethuexcitedlyhugsLwandeka.



Zethu:“lookatyou.Youlooksobeautifulas

always.”

Lwah:“thanksdear.Isbreakfastready?”

Zethu:“foryou,always.”Lwandekasitsonthe

barstoolandIsitnexttoher.Iplacemyhandinher

innerthighsandsheshiftsuncomfortably.Ilean

closertoherandwhisperinherear.

Me:“relax.”Ibrushmyhandupanddownherthigh.

ZethuservesusfoodandIfinallytakemyhand

back.Shelooksatmeandsmiles.

Lwah:“Iamgoingtogetyouforthat.”

Wefinisheatingandsheleaves.Somacomesand

hedrivesmetoDr.Khetho’ssurgery.

LONDEKA

Dakota:“youandmybrothermakemesojealous.I

needtomeetmyownprincecharmingson.”Ilaugh

ather.

Me:“wearestillinthehoneymoonphasedarling.

Whoknows,maybehemightshowmehistrue



colourssoon.”

Dakota:“hemightstartbeingpossessiveandstuff

andmaybegetalittlejealousthanusualbutthere

aren’tanyintensetruecoloursthathemightshow

you.YouknowthatIdon’tlikehimsoIamnot

tryingtopainthimasagoodguyorsomething.”I

nodandscratchmyhead.

Me:“soIwasthinking,mosteventsplannerswork

inpairsortrios.SoIwasthinking,whydon’twejoin

forcesandstartourowncompany?Imeantwo

mindsarebetterthanoneand…”

Dakota:“stop.You’reblabbing.”Shechuckles.“Of

courseIwouldlovetoworkwithyouandIreally

thinkwecandogreatthingstogether.Iwasactually

thinkingaboutthisbutIdidn’twannaraisethisidea

becauseitwouldseemlikeIwantyourclientsor

something.”

Me:“thenit’ssettled.Wearegoingtoaskfora

meetingwithbhutVuyosothathecanshowusthe

ropesandhowtoregisterandstartacompany.”



Wecontinueeating.Bythewayweareata

restaurantinTembisa.Idon’tknowhowDakota

knowsthisplacebecausesheistheonewho

suggestedthatwecomehere.Whilewearestill

chattingLebomakeshiswayin,heiswithAviwe.I

haveshownDakotahispicsosheisquickto

recognizehim.

Dakota:“babesisn’tthatyourex?”

Me:“welltechnicallyweneverdated.Itwasafling

frommyside.Maybehethoughtweweredating.”

Dakota:“girlyou’reaplayer.”Webothlaugh.

Me:“wasaplayerdoll.Myplayerdaysareover.”

Dakota:“theybetterbecauseTristinwilldefinitely

murderyouifyoucheatonhim.”LeboandAviwesit

onthetableandtheyseeus.Aviwewavesatme

andIwaveback.“Ifsheonlyknewthatyounearly

tookherman,shewouldn’tbesmilinglikethis.”I

laugh.



Me:“owwshutup.”shealsolaughs.

.

.

.

#myknight

[11/21,10:38] :Chapter50

Ithasbeen10monthssinceThandekaleft.

AlthoughIhadVuyo,herabsencewasfelt.But

anytimeImissedhersobadIwouldjustbuybooze

anddrinkmysorrowsaway.Thingsbetweenbae

andIhavebeengood.Heproposed4monthsago.I

reallydidremovemyimplantandIamactually4

weekspregnant.Baedoesn’tknowyetandIam

planningontellinghimonceIstartshowing.



Hisproposalwassoromanticthatwetrendedfor2

weeks.Iwasatthemall,shoppingalone,actuallyI

wassupermadathimbecausehepromisedthat

wewillgotheretogether.WhileIwasatthe

entranceofPicknPayIheardsomeonecallingmy

name.IlookedaroundandIdidn’tseeanybody.

NextthingIheardwasmynamebeingcalled

throughthespeakers.Someonetouchedmefrom

behindandwhenIturnednoonewastherebut

therewererosepetalsonthefloor.Theylookedlike

theywereleadingsomewhere.Ichuckledand

followedthem.

WhatIwasn’tawareoffwasthatpeoplewere

alreadytakingvideosandpictures.WhenIwas

about5metersawayfrombaeIraisedmyheadand

Isawmyprincecharmingstandinginfrontofabig

whiteboardwritten‘WILLYOUMARRYMEMY

SWEETROSE?’didInotscream?DidInot?Of

courseIscreamedlouderthanIhaveever

screamedbefore.ThenhestartedsingingUbuhle

byO47featuringVusiNova.Hisvocalswereon



pointthatIcriedsohardbutsilently.

Thenhestartedwithhismonologue,yohIstepped

closertohim.Hewasalsocrying.Ithinkhedidn’t

evenfinishisspeechbecauseIjustnoddedwith

tearsinmyeyes.Hewaslike‘isthatayes?’andI

saidyesloudly.Thepeopletakingvideosstarted

clapping,cheeringandscreaming.Weshareda

briefkissandwejusthuggedeachother.He

insertedtheringinmyfingeranditwasjust

beautiful.ItwasaconciertoringbyAppleby.The

photographertooksomanyphotosofthewhole

thingthatevenbaemadeawholealbumofthat.

Peoplestartedreturningtotheirbusinessoftheday.

IfeltarmswraparoundmeandwhenIturnedI

screamedalittle.Itwasmymother.Ijustpulledher

intoatighthugandwebothcried.Londeka,Dakota,

NolbyandmyotherJo’burgfriendswerethere.

EvenThabiandNoluhcame,evenSizwe.Afterthat

LondekaledmetoaboutiqueandIwasgivenan



outfit.Itwasalsomyengagementpartythatday.

FewofVuyo’srelativescameincludingSphaand

hiswifeanddaughter.Ialsogottomeethis

drunkarduncleandhistalkativeauntfromhis

mother’sside(hismom’syoungersister.)

Theengagementpartywasbeautifulalthough

Thandekawasnotthere.LondekaandDakotaare

theonesthathelpedVuyowiththeplanningandI

mustsayitwassupperbeautiful.Ouroutfitswere

fitforroyalty.IamtellingyouthatwewereKing

LuvuyoandQueenLwandekafortheday.The

venueofthepartywastheGalloManorCountry

LodgeinSandton.

Hepaidlobola2monthsago.AsIsaidthatwewill

getmarriedwhenThandekaisback.Thelobola

ceremonywasdoneeSwatiniintheMnguni

homestead.Hisfamilyandneighborspulledupin

numbersandThabihelpedwiththetransportation.I

amofficiallyaSitholebridebecausetheyeven



pouredbileonmeafterthelobolaceremony.

BabomdalaandUncleBonganididthreatenhimbut

theyareveryfondofhim.Canyoubelievethatthey

actuallycallhim4timesaweekbuttheyhavenever

calledmeeversinceIcanremember?Heisthe

idealsoninlawIamtellingyou.

Afterthelobolaceremonywedidn’tdoumtsimba,

whichisaceremonythatisdonesoonafterthe

lobolainourculturewhichentailsthebrideandher

familygoingtothegroom’sfamilyandpresenting

giftstohim,hisfamilyandextendedfamily.The

reasonwhywedidn’tdoitisbecauseIamSwati

andJobeisZulu.IntheZulucultureaceremony

likethisisdoneafterthetraditionalweddingandis

calledumabo.SinceIamaZulubrideIhavetodo

thingstheirwaynotthewaySwatipeopledothings.

HisbirthdaywasinJune25andItookhimto

RadissonBluHotelwhichisalsoinSandton.Ifirst

tookhimtoabarberwherehetrimmedhisbeard



nicely,hisheadwasalreadybaldandshining.Ialso

tookhimtoasalonwherehegotafullbodywax.

HewassupersensitiveafterthatandIlaughedat

him.Ithentookhimtothemallandtoldhimtobuy

anythinghelikes.Ofcourseheonlyboughtatie,

canyoubelieveit?Afterthatwewenttoaspa

wherehegotafullbodymassage.Hecameout

feeling‘rejuvenated’there,hiswordsnotmine.

Hewassoemotionalwhenwegottothehotel.I

bookedthewholepoolsidewherewehadour

candlelightdinner.Itwassobeautifulandeven

thoughitwascold,itwasaspecialnightforthe

bothofusbutmostlyforhim.Theoutfithewas

wearingwasboughtbymyself.ForhisgiftIbought

himawatchwhichhadhisinitialsengravedonit.It

wasanEmporioArmaniAviator.Itwasexpensive

butbabehasdoneawholelotmoreformesothis

wastheleastIcoulddo.Welatertookthepartyto

ourhotelroomwhereIstrippedforhimandmade

lovetohimallnightlong.Bhutibaeisofficially29

years.



Wellmybirthdayisinaweek.Heishostingan

intimatedinnerpartyforme,justafewfriendsand

family.ItoldhimthatIdon’twantanythingextreme.

Luyandaoncecametomyofficeafterthatdinner

incident.Heinsultedmeandevenslappedmebut

VuyosenthimtoER,myownknightinshining

armor.Currentlywearedrivingtohishomesteadin

BarklyWest.TheirhousewasfinallyfinishedbutI

haven’tseenit.Hedidwhenhisfamilycametopay

lobola.HiscolognesmellssobadbutIdon’twant

totellhimthat,itwillraisesuspicionsbecauseI

lovehiscologne.

Me:“babecanyoupleaseopenthewindows?”

Him:“Iwilljustopentheairconditionermylove.”

Me:“nopleaseopenthewindows.”Hecomplies

andopensthewindowonmyside.Ibreatheout

loudandtakeinthefreshair.



WefinallygettoD.S.SchoemanStreetwherethe

houseislocated.IgetoutofthecarandIam

impressedbytheendresult.Heopensthegateand

weheadinside,leavingthecarparkedoutside.The

exteriorlookssobeautiful.It’sadoublestorybutit

issmallercomparedtotheoneinSandton.

Me:“wowthisisbeautifulbabe.”

Him:“Iknowright.”Hesayswithasmugonhis

face.Irollmyeyes.

Me:“allpraisegoestoNtombifuthiCeleandher

teamforthegoodwork.”

Him:“yeahwhatever.”Heleadsmeinsidethehouse.

Theinteriorismorebeautiful.Itisblackandwhite

themed.Hegivesmeatourofthewholehouseand

Iamsuperimpressed.

Me:“Iamimpressedbabe.Thisisamazing.Soare

wespendingthenighthere?”

Him:“thereisnofoodsowewillhavetogotothe

mallandbuyit.”



Me:“youwillgobyyourself.Iamstaying.Iamtired.

Pleasedon’tforgettobuysourwormsandblue

Doritos.”

Him:“what’swithyouandthatcombothesedays?”

Me:“areyougoingtobuyitorshouldIgetsomeone

elsetobuyitforme?”Iaskhalfshouting.Hegives

meathreateninglookandIlookdown.“Please.”He

sighsandcomestogivemeahug.

Him:“Iwon’tbelong.”

Me:“youbetternot.”Hechucklesandheadout.

IgototheroomwhichIassumeishisandtakeoff

allmyclothes.Itakeaquickcoldshowerandwhen

IamdoneIwrapatowelaroundmybody.Itakemy

phoneandheaddownstairstothekitchen.Ipoura

glassofwaterandsitonthebarstoolanddrinkthe

water.IcheckonmyInstagramandfindaDMfrom

MelroseBrasilaskingmetobetheirbrand

ambassador.Iscreamalittleduetoexcitement.I

lovetheirclothestoomuchandIwouldn’tmind

modellingforthem.Ireplywithmyphonenumber



andtheyquicklycallme.Ianswerthecall.

Me:“LwandekaMngunihello.”

Caller:“gooddayLwandeka.YouaretalkingtoTraci

WilliamsfromMelroseBrasilinBrazil.”She

pronouncesmynamefunnily,infactIdon’teven

knowhowshemanagedtotryandpronounceit.

Me:“okay.HowmayIhelpyou?”

Traci:“wehavebeenwatchingyouandhowyou

buyourclothes,postwearingthemandtagus.We

arereallyimpressedandthereareanumberof

customersfromSouthAfricawhoactuallysaywe

saw@lwahmnguniwearingthisandwe’dalsolikeit.

Sowewanttomakeyouourambassadorofficially

becauseyouwerealreadyanambassadoryoujust

weren’treceivingthebenefits.”Ilaughandshealso

laughs.

Me:“ohhokay.Sohowisthisgoingtowork?”

Traci:“weneedyoutofindastudiothereandsoa



photoshoot.Wearegoingtosendyoufiveoutfits

whichweknowthatyouwilllikebecausewehave

alsoobservedyourstyle.Youwillsendallthecosts

ofthephotoshootandwewillpayforeverything

andwewillalsopayyouR10000foradvertising

eachoutfitandforgivingusatleast100customers

onthatoutfit.Shouldyoudelivermorethenwewill

havetoenterintoa3yearcontract.”

Me:“Ifeelsohonoredthankyouverymuch.”

Traci:“you’rewelcome.Pleasesendusyouremail

addressandpostaladdressonInstagramassoon

aspossible.”

Me:“okayandonceagainthankyouforthis

opportunity.”

Traci:“nothankyouformakingustrendmuch

more.”Ichuckle.“Haveagoodeveningmiss.”

Me:“youtoo.”Shehangsup.Iquicklysendhermy

emailaddressandpostaladdressonInstagram.

Baefinallycomesbackwithfoodandplacesthe

bagsonthecounter.Iquicklysearchforthesour



wormsandtheDoritos.Iopenthemandeatthem

simultaneously.

Him:“youhaveaseriousproblem.”Ilookathim

withathreateninglookandhequicklyraiseshis

handsinsurrender.

Me:“Iamsohappythatyouaregoingtocookfor

metonight.”

Him:“Ineversaidthat.BabeIamsupertired.Iwas

theonedrivingfromSandton.Givemeabreak.”

Me:“youdon’twannacookforyourtiredfiancéon

herbirthdaymonth?”hesulksandIjuststareathim.

Him:“fine.Fine.Ijustneedtotakeashortnap.”

Me:“noproblem.”Ismilefromeartoearandhejust

shakeshisheadandheadsupstairs.

Iunpackthegroceriesandputthetrayofbeefin

thesinksothatitdoesn’tgetcold.IsmilewhenI

seeapaperbagofNandosinoneoftheplastics.I

takethemeatoutanddishformyselfandforbaein



oneplate.Itaketheplatewithmysnack(sour

wormsandDoritos),juiceandoneglassandhead

backtothebedroom.Iputallthefoodinmy

bedsideandsitonthebed.Hecomesoutofthe

showerwithatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist.

Me:“youhungry?”henods.“Let’seat.”Hecomes

andsitsnexttome.Weeatthefoodandwhenwe

aredoneItakeallthestuffwewereusingbackto

thekitchen.Icomebacktothebedroomandwe

bothsleepnaked.

LONDEKA

DakotaandIofficiallyopenedourofficeinMay

becausealltheadministrationprocesseswere

finallydoneinlateApril.Thenameofourcompany

isElegancyPlanners.Afteropeningouroffice,

whichisinMidrand,wegotsomanycustomers.

ThankstoSenaya’sreview,wegotmanycelebrity

clientsandexposure.



Lwandeka’sengagementpartyalsoscoredus

moreexposureandmoretycoonclients.

MyrelationshipwithTristinisstillgood.Weare

sexuallyactive.Wearestillverymuchinlove

althoughthereisanexofhiswhohasrecentlybeen

tryingtobefriendhim.Icanseerightthroughher

thatshewantslovebackbutTristindoesn’tseethat,

hethinksshejustwantsfriendship.Whatpissesme

offthemostisthatsheisracist.Shedoesn’tshow

thatinfrontofTristinbutwhensheseesmealone

sheshowshertruecolours.Ihaven’ttoldDakotaor

Tristinaboutthis.

Theirparentsknowaboutourrelationship.Weeven

haveregularfamilydinnerdatesateachother’s

homes.TheyareveryfondofmeandLwandeka

andIalsolikethem.Onmybirthdaywhichwason

the29thofSeptember,Tristintookmetoahotelin

CapeTown.Wehadsomuchfunandheboughtme

ajewelryboxfullofallexpensivejewelryyoucan

everthinkof.Healsoboughtmealotofclothes

andeven2weaves.HisbirthdayisinJanuaryandI



amstillyettocomeupwithanideaonwhattodo

forhimbecauseIwantsomethingunique.

Tristin:“babe.”Heshakesme,bringingmebackto

life.WeareathisapartmentwatchingOPERATION

PACIFIC.“Whatwereyouthinkingabout?”

Me:“ofhowluckyIamtohaveyouinmylife.”Igive

himababykissandhegiggles.Someoneknocks

onthedoorandwithoutwaitingforaninviteinthey

enter.IhearheelsclickingagainstthefloorandI

knowthatit’stheracistbitch.

Rachel:“heyT,owwheyT’sfriend.”Shesays

lookingatme.

Tristin:“owwheyRachel.”Hestandsupandhug

her.Onlyaclosefriendwouldentermyhome

withoutbeinggivenpermissionandthatisDakota

andLindy.“Youmaysit.”Tristinsitsdownandshe

comesandsqueezesherselfbetweenus.Bitch

whatthefuck?Imeanthereare2vacantcouchesin

thisroomandyouchoosethisone.Really?“So



whatbringsyouhere?”

Rachel:“IwasintheneighborhoodandIthoughtI

shouldstopbyandsayhi.”

Me:“hiandbye.”Shelooksatmeindisbelief.“You

saidyoucametosayhi,youhavesaidyourhi.Now

youmayleavesothatwecancontinuewithwhat

weweredoing.”

Tristin:“babeyoudon’thavetoberude.Sheisjust

afriend.”Irollmyeyesandgositonthesingle

couch.TristinraiseshiseyebrowsandIjustignore

himandstareattheTV.

Rachel:“theworkyouaredoingwith‘Shewasjusta

collateral’isamazing.MyfriendsandIarehooked

onit.”

Tristin:“thankyou.”

Rachel:“sowhat’sisthenexttelenovelathatyou

willbeproducing?”

Tristin:“notsureyet.”



Rachel:“sinceyouareinyourwaytothebigleague

Ithinkyouneedastrongerandmoreinfluential

womannearyou,notjustakid.”Sheeyesmeevilly.

Tristin:“IbelieveIalreadyhavetherightwomanin

mylife,whoismyangel.”Hesmilesandlooksat

me.Rachelrollshereyes.

Rachel:“youwillfindyourwaybacktomesoon.”

Shehugshim,kisseshisneckandthenheadsout.

Iwearmyshoes,takemyphoneandcarkeys.

WhenIattempttoheadoutTristinholdsmyhand.

Tristin:“whereareyougoing?”

Me:“Iamgivingyoutheopportunitytochoosea

strongerandmoreinfluentialwomantobeinyour

life.”

Tristin:“whatareyoutalkingabout?”

Me:“clearlythereissomethingstillhappening

betweenyouandRachel.Idon’twannasitaround

andwaitformyhearttogetbroken.Iwillsee

myselfout.”

Tristin:“butbabeIloveyouonly.Can’tyousee



that?”

Me:“wouldyoubehappyandsmileifmyexwasto

comehomeandinvitehimselfin,sitsnexttome,

hugsmeandkissesmyneck?Wouldyouclap

handsandbehappyaboutwhatheisdoing?”he

let’sgoofmyhandandstepsback.

Tristin:“Iamsorry.Ididn’tseeitthatway.”

Me:“wow,youaresostupid.Untilyouknowwho

youreallywantthenIamout.”Irushoutside,climb

intomycaranddriveout.

NARRATED

Shewalksinatthewarehouseandtimejustseems

tostandstill.Sheiswearingaforestgreenladies’

tightsuitwithblackpatchworkstilettoheelbuckle

pointedtoewomen’spumps.Shecontinueswalking

inandheadstotheofficewhichissupposedtobe

hers.Sheopensitandfindsashockingsight.She



justleansonthedoorframeandstareatthem.The

womaneventuallyturnsherheadandlooksatthe

door.Shefreezeswhensheseesherstandingthere.

Shequicklystandsupandfixesherclothes.The

manalsoseesherandhealsofreezes.

Her:“aren’tyougoingtosayhiorsomething?Ordid

Icatchyouatabadtime?”sheaskschuckling.

Cleo:“bitchwhatthefuck?Couldn’tyoutellusthat

youwerecomingbacksothatwecanpreparea

welcomehomeparty?”

Her:“andmissseeingyouguysshagging?Never.

Thisismorefun.”

Cleo:“youarestillcrazy.IthoughtRussiawould

changethat.”Thandekachuckles.

Thandeka:“youwillbepleasedtoknowthatIstill

possessthesamequalitiesIhadbeforebutIjust

wentthereforanupgrade.NowIamabetter

versionofmyself.”

T-bone:“hiboss.”



Thandeka:“meseeingyourdickshouldbetheleast

ofyourworriesT-bone.Iheardacertainsomebody

haswhatIwant.Blackdiamonds.Iwantyouguys

toretrievethem.”

T-bone:“thatcertainsomebodyisdangerousboss.”

Thandeka:“THELIONESSISBACKANDNOONEIS

MOREDANGEROUSTHANHER!”

.

.

.

#TheLioness

[11/21,10:40] :Chapter51

SIZWE

TodayisWawa’sbirthdayandthepartyisbeing



heldatherhouse.Thingsforthepastfewmonths

havebeentough.Ihavehadonenightstandshere

andtherebutIneverreallymovedon.Myheart,

bodyandsoulstillyearnsforThandeka.Canyou

believehowcrazyIam?Ievenboughtan

engagementringforher.Inmymind,assoonas

shecomesbackIamproposing.Crazyright?I

know.

Thelionshavegottenricherthaneverbefore.Ieven

boughtajetandahelicopter.Thediamondsheist

wasasuccess.Turnsoutthediamondswereworth

R50million.AfterthatheistIevenboughtmyselfa

blackFordRangerRaptor.Nthabibecamedramatic

afterthebreak-up.Shewouldsometimesshowup

atmydoorstepdrunkandcryformetotakeher

back.Whenshesawthathertearsdidn’taffectme,

shewouldtryusingemotionalblackmaillikewehad

achildtogetherblah-blah-blah.

Shewasbecominganuisance.ThisonetimeIwas

havingadinnermeetingwithapotentialclientwho

happenedtobeabeautifulwoman.Nthabijust



bargedinandstartedthrowingtantrums.She

accusedmeofcheatingonherpubliclyand

humiliatedme.Peopleeventookvideosofher

scandal.InearlylostthatclientbeforeIevensigned

her.ThefollowingmorningIreleasedastatement

thatsettherecordstraight.Itmighthavehumiliated

NthabibecauseafterthatIneversawheragain.

IfinallyarriveatWawa’shouse.Thishouseisso

beautifulandisfullofwarmth.Itiswhatyoucalla

realhome,notjustahouse.Wawaevengaveme

myownroomhere.Rainseesmefirstandshe

humblygreetsme.Sheisnotlikemanywhite

peopleIworkwitheveryday.Sheishumble,sweet

anddowntoearth.Sheleadsmetothestretchtent

inthebackyard.

Thereareonly20chairsandtheoneformissparty.

Iamactuallysurprisedthatsheishavingadinner

birthdaycelebration.Somethingsmallandintimate.

Iguessthecountrysidehashumbledher.Isiton



mylabelledseatandawaitressquicklyhandsmea

glassofwhiskey.Jobemakehiswayinandsits

nexttome.

Me:“brotherinlaw.”Hechuckles.

Him:“Iwillnevergetusedtothat.Howareyou

man?”

Me:“aliveandbreathing.Howareyou?”

Him:“apartfrombeingyoursister’spersonalslave,

lifeisgood.”

Me:“personalslave?Whathasshedone?”

Him:“sheislazy.Shealwaysordermearound.

WhenIrefusetodosomethingshegivesmea

puppyfaceandIjustgivein.sheisanemotional

bullyIamtellingyou.”Ijustlaughathim.Can’the

seethatsheispregnant?Iwon’tsayaword.Hewill

havetofigureoutwhat’shappeningtoheralone.

Me:“women.”Ishakemyhead.

Him:“welovethembuttheycanbeapaininthe

buttsometimes.”Ilaughathimandhejoinsmethis



time.

LWANDEKA

Ilookatthebackyardwhilestandinginthebalcony.

Itissobeautifulandintimate.JustasIwanted.I

headbackinsideandtakeoffmygown.Iam

wearingaredObliquecollarsequinsfloor-length

mermaiddressandredJimmyChooDiamond-

Encrustedhighheels,mybrotherboughtthemfor

measanearlybirthdaypresent.Iamnotsurehow

mucharetheybutIamprettysureIamwearing

someone’s5yearsalary.Iputanicecoldbobwig

onmyhead.ThenecklaceIamwearingisthe

Lwandekaone,Ijustloveitanditgoeswithevery

outfitonmycloset.IamwearinganImbokodo

WatchCombowhichLondekaboughtformeatera

byDjZinhle.

Iheaddownstairsandgotothebackyardwherethe

partyisat.Momisherewithmysiblings,myJHB

friendsarealsohere,someofmyemployeesare



here,TristinisalsohereandAviweandLebo.Spha

withhiswifeandkidarealsohere.Wegetalong

verywellwithhiswife.Theemptychairistherejust

forcontrol.Theguestsallstandandclaptheir

hands,somescreamandwhistlewhenIwalktomy

chair.Ijustlaughandwaveatthem,Iexchange

hugswithothers.Vuyotakesmyhandandleads

metomychair.HemakessureIamcomfortable

firstandthenheadbacktohisseat.Iamtemptedto

shout‘that’smybabydaddyrightthere’butIwon’t.

LondekaistheMCandDakotaistheone

coordinatingtheevent.Theyarebecomingprosat

thiseventplanningbusiness.Theyareboth

graduatingnextyearandtheycan’twait.Allthe

guestslookdapper.Thepartydidn’thaveaspecific

colour.Ijustgavetheguestsfreedomtodressupin

anystyleorcolortheylike.Londekastartsby

welcomingtheguestsandsoonafterthatstarters

areserved.Thetwinsarecalledtosayaspeech

andImustsaytheylookbeautifulandmaturedin

theirclothes.



Lwando:“hieveryone.IamLwandoandthisismy

partnerincrimeLande.”

Lande:“sisiLondyalreadyintroducedusyou

dummy.”Wealllaugh.Lwandorollshiseyes.

Lwando:“FirstlyIwanttosaythankyousisifor

beingthereforuswhenweneededyouthemost.”

Lande:“whendaddiedyoubecameourfather

figureandyouhelpedmomwithraisingus.”

Lwando:“youprotecteduseverytimeweneeded

protection.”

Lande:“youtaughtushowtobekind,lovingand

caringandforthatwewillforeverbegrateful.”Their

wordswarmmyheart.

Lwando:“weknowthatyouwillopenyourgiftslater

butwewantyoutolookatthisonerightnow.”

Landehandsmesomethingwhichlookslikeabook

butIcan’tsaythatbecauseit’swrappedup.

Lande:“goon,openit.”Iunwrapitanditisexactlya

book,oranalbum,Iamnotsure.“Momandsisi



Londyhelpeduswithyourrecentpicturesbutall

thecreditgoestous.”

TheguestslaughandIjustgiggle.Icanalready

feelmytearsthreateningtocomeout,bloody

hormones.Thebookisentitled‘specialmoments

withourbigsis.’Iopenthefirstpageandtearsjust

flowdownmycheeks.Thefirstchapteris‘allthe

thingsweloveaboutyou’.BythetimeIfinish

readingthischapterIamalreadysobbing.Iclose

thebookandstandtohugthem.

Me:“Iloveyoutwosomuch.Thankyou.”

Twins:“weloveyoutoobigsisandHappy

Birthday.”Webreakthehugandgobacktoour

seats.LondekahandsmeaservietteandIcarefully

wipemytears.

Londeka:“Ididn’tknowyoutwohaditinyou.”The

twinsjuststickouttheirtonguestoher.“Now

movingontothenextitemwhichisamusicalitem,

ladiesandgentlemenpleasegiveitfortheamazing,



wonderful,beautifulandtalentedSHEKHINAH!”my

mindsays‘maybeIamhearingthings’butwhen

shewalksinIjustscreamandstandup.Shecomes

andhugsmeandIalmostfaint.

Shekhinah:“HappybirthdayLwandeka.”

Me:“thankyouverymuch.”

ShestartsperformingandNolbycomestome.We

bothdolivevideosbutsheisfilminguswhileIam

filmingShekhinah.ShesingsSuited,PleaseMr.and

Different.Shefinishesherperformance,comesto

hugmeagain.Wetakeafewselfiesandfullpics

andthensheleaves.Weallsitdownandthemain

courseisserved.ItwouldbenicerifIhadDoritos

andsourwormsbutIguessIwillhavetosettlefor

this.Momtakesthestand.

Mom:“whenthedoctorsaidyouguysarehavinga

girl,wewereoverjoyed.Yourfatherdidnotbelieve



inthenormthatthefirstbornissupposedtobea

son.Hedidn’tcarewhatyourgenderis.Healways

said‘eitheryougivebirthtoagirloraboy,Iam

goingtogiveallmykidsunconditionallovesothat

theydon’tgooutlookingforitelsewhere.’Iwas

amazedbytheaffectionandloveheprojectedto

you.Whenyouwerebornandgivingussleepless

nights,sometimeshewillbelike‘restmkami,Iwill

lookafterher’.Iwillforeverbegratefulforthelove

hegaveyoubecauseyougrewuptobeastrong

andindependentwomanwhodidn’tchaselove

anywhereexceptyoufuturehusbands’.Iamproud

ofyoumychild.Iloveyouandhappybirthday.”I

standupandhugherfordearlifewhiletears

streamdownmycheeks.

Me:“thisdayshouldbeofficiallychangedto‘Make

LwandekaCryDay’becausewow.”Isaywipingmy

tears.Theyalllaugh.Theprogramcontinuesand

thetimeforVuyototalkcomes.Hestandsupand

smilesatme.



Vuyo:“shehaseverythinggoodpeoplesowhenI

hadtothinkoftheperfectgift,Ithoughtabouta

conversationweoncehad.Shenearlykilledme

whensheheardthatShekhinahwasperformingat

Alloyandshewasn’tinformed.SoIjusthiredherto

comeandperformformyfuturewife.Thereareso

manythingsIwouldliketosaytoyoubutIdon’t

wannawastemyvows.”Welaughathim.“Happy

BirthdaymyloveandIloveyouverymuch.”

Me:“Iloveyoutoo.”Iblowakisstohimandhe

catchesitandputitinhispocket.Igiggle.He

knowsthathecan’thugandkissmeinfrontofmy

mother.Hewillofficiallydothatonourweddingday.

Hesitsdown.

Londeka:“wewouldlikeMissPartytocomeandcut

thecake.”

Istandupandshehandsmetheknife.Theysing

happybirthdayformeandIcutthecake.Caramel



cake,delicious.ThankGodforLondeka.Thedesert

isserved.Thepartycomestoanend.People

engageinprivateconversationsandthe

photographeraskstotakepicturesofme.Idoafew

poses,Ialsotakepictureswithmybae,myfamily,

myfriendsandemployees.

Ifinallyexcusemyselfandgotomyroom.Itakeoff

thedressandwearmyMelroseBrasildustypink

floralshortdresswithdustypinkbelt.Ijustwear

slippersonmyfootandtakeoutdustypickheels

andputthemonmybed.Iknowthatwearegoing

totheclub.IjusthavetomakesureIordernon-

alcoholicchampagnebecauseIcan’tfeedmybaby

alcohol.Thetimeisalready8:30.Iheaddownstairs

andfindNolbyinthekitchen,wearinganoversized

whiteshirtwithblackbeltandthighhighblack

boots.Sheistakingmultipleselfies.

Me:“wherearewegoing?”

Nolby:“toAlloy.Yourbaehasalreadybookedthe



VIPsectionthere.It’sThursday,thevibewon’tbe

thatmuchbecauseyoudidn’twanttoinformpeople

butwewillmakeithappen.Ihavealreadyposted

thatIamgoingthere.”

Me:“Iwon’tbedrinkingalcohol.”Isayinalowvoice.

Nolby:“youarejokingright?”

Me:“noIamnot.Mr.Sitholehasscored.”Before

shecanscreamIplacemyhandoverhermouth.

Nolby:“you’rekeepingitasecret?Butwhy?”

Me:“Ihaven’teventoldhim.Idon’twantattention

anddrama.Iwilltelleveryonewhenthetimeis

right.”Shehugsmetight.

Nolby:“Iamsohappyforyoubabes.Iamalso

excitedthatIamthesecondonetoknow,firstbeing

yourdoctor.”Ilaughather.“Iamgoingtobethe

godmother.”Irollmyeyes.

Me:“sojustmakesureyouordernon-alcoholic

champagneforme.”

Nolby:“relaxlove,Igotyou.Wearemeetingthe

gangatAlloy.Steveniscomingwithhiscrew.



Londeka,DakotaandTristinarealsocomingwith

usbutTristinisdrivingthem.Iamdrivingaloneand

Jobeisdrivingwithyou.”

Me:“okayletmequicklychangemyshoes.”

Irushupstairsandfindmybabydaddysittingon

theedgeofthebedtalkingtosomeoneonthe

phone.Istraddlehislapandsuckhisneck.He

chucklesandplaceshisfreehandundermydress

onmybuttandstartscaressingit.Ibitehislower

lipseductivelyandheisforcedtodropthecall.He

isabouttosaysomethingbutIjustattackhislips.

WekissforawhileandthenIfeelhisdickgrowing

hardbeneathme.Letmejustleavehimhanging.

WeusuallycloseoureyeswhenwearekissingsoI

quicklyopenthemandgetoffhim.

Him:“baby.”

Me:“weneedtoleavemylove.Comehelpmein

wearingtheseshoes.”



Him:“but…”

Me:“pleasemylove.Ican’tputthemonwhileIam

havingthesenails.”Hegruntsandstandsup.He

helpsmeweartheheelsandhepullsmetostand

afterthat.WeshareapassionatekissandthenI

takemypurseandweheadout.

.

.

.

#myknight

[11/21,10:40] :Chapter52

LONDEKA

IamstillmadatTristin.Hehastriedtoreachout

butIhavebeenignoringhim.IfeellikeifIjustlet



thisthingslide,nexttimeanexshowuptheymight

startrevisitingthepast.Thisismyfirstreal

relationshipsoIdowantittolastbutthatdoesn’t

meanIamwillingtoacceptbullshit.Rightnowwe

aresittingatAlloycontinuingmysister’sbirthday

celebration.Sheisactingstrangetonight.Sheis

evendrinkingnon-alcoholicchampagne.Nolbysaid

somethingaboutdetoxingandanewdiet.Anyways

Tristinissittingnexttome.Weareluckybecause

bhutSizweisnothere.

Tristin:“myheart’skeeper.”IblushinternallybutI

displayanunbotheredface.“Myapplepie,mynunu

berry,myshorty,mymermaid,mydream,myfuture

wife.”Iblushontheoutsidethistimeandturnto

facehimwithasmileonmyface.Hequicklyperks

mylipsandthenactasifnothinghappened.I

giggle.“IloveyousomuchandIdon’tfunctionwell

whenyouaremadatme.Pleaseforgiveme.”

Me:“fine.Iforgiveyoubutifyoudon’tset



boundarieswithallyourexes,youwillnotonlyhave

memadatyoubutmyblackassisgoingtowalk

outofthisrelationship.”Henodsmultipletimes.

Tristin:“youmeanyourfatblackass?”Ipunchhim

playfullyonhisarmandhelaughs.

Me:“startbyputtingRachelinherplaceandplease

tellhertostopcomingtoyourhouse.Youareexes

notfriends.Thereisnoneedforhertojustdropby

atyourplace.Whatwillhappennextisthatshewill

comewearingalongcoatandheelswithlingerie

underneathandshewillseduceyou.Whenthat

happensIwon’tonlybreakupwithyoubutI’dmake

youwishyounevermetme.”

Tristin:“areyouthreateningmebaby?”Ishrug.

Me:“takeitashoweveryouwant.”

Dakota:“let’sgodancebabes.”Istandupandshe

alsostandup.



Me:“seeyoulaterloverboy.”

Weheadtothegeneralsection.Dakotaisnotyour

typicalwhitegirl.Sheknowshowtodancetohouse

musicandsheisveryflexible,whileherbrotheris

thecompleteopposite.

LWANDEKA

Nolby:“okaymommytobe.Standupandlet’s

dance.”Ilaughandstandup.

WedancewithherandwhiledancingIfeelhis

handsholdingmywaist.Iturnandfacehim.We

kissandwhenwefinallybreakthekissIturntofind

NolbydirtydancingwithStevens.Ijustchuckleand

turnbacktomybae.Wemovetothebeatandwhen

wearetiredwesitdown.WellhesitsdownandIsit

onhislap.ThewaitresscometotheVIPsection

carrying4bottlesofchampagneandabirthday

cakewithcandleslit.HappyBirthdaybySamthing



Sowetoisplaying.Ijustsmileandstandup.

Nolby:“babeswehavealreadysangHappyBirthday

toyou.WewilljustletSamthingSowetodothe

honorsnow.”Igiggle.

Audrey:“blowthecandlesandmakeawish.”Iblow

thecandlesandmakemywish.HonestlyIwishthat

Icancarrymybabytofulltermandthatnoharm

willcometohimorher.

Judith:“what’syourwish?”Ilaugh.

Me:“IfItellyouaboutitthenitwon’tcometrue.”

Shegigglesandhandsmeagiftbag.

Judith:“happybirthdaylove.”shehugsme.

Me:“thankyousomuch.”

Theothersalsohandmetheirgiftsandthenhug

me.Babydaddytakethegiftstothecarwhile



Londycutsthecake.Shegiveseveryoneapiece

andshehandsmeabiggerpiece.Iclapmyhands

excitedlyandkisshercheek.Shejustlaughs.When

sheisdoneservingpeopleshetakestheremaining

caketoVuyo’soffice,leavingapieceforhimtoo.

Whenhecomesbackhesitsnexttomeandeats

hiscake.Whenwearedoneeatingwedrinkthe

champagne.

Vuyo:“you’renotdrinkingtoday?”Ichuckle,he

knowsIdrinktheheavystuff.

Me:“Iamnotinthemoodbabe.”

Voice:“IhopeIamnotlate.”myearsaredeceiving

me.“Buttheclockhasn’treached12soIguessI

amstillearly.”Iturnandjustruntoher.Ijumpinto

herarmsandluckilyshecatchesme.Shegotthe

musclesnow.Ijustholdontighttoher.

Me:“Ican’tbelieveyou’reback.”Isaysniffing.

Thesehormonesaregoingtosellmeout.The

happinessinsidemeisindescribable.Ijumpoffher



andstandinfrontofher.Ilookatherfromheadto

toe.Shehaschanged.Ofcourseshestillwears

wigsbutsheisfit.Itlookslikeshevisitedthegym

regularly.“Isthisreallyyou?”shegiggleswithtears

threateningtofall.

Thandeka:“IdidsayIamcomingback.”

Me:“thisisoneofthebestbirthdaypresentsever.I

loveyousomuch.”Isayhuggingher.

Thandeka:“Iloveyoutoo.”

Vuyo:“MaJobe.”Hesaysbehindmewithatone

thatshowsvulnerability.Ibreakthehugandhe

hugsher.Thistimeshefailstoholdhertears.They

justfalldownhercheeks.“Youcameback?How

areyou?”sheclearsherthroat.

Thandeka:“Iamgoodbrother.Iamsohappytosee

you.”Shehugshimagain.Whentheybreakthehug,

hewipeshertearsandshewipeshis.Theygiggle



afterthat.

Vuyo:“Iamsohappytoseeyoutoo.Ithought

maybesomethingwouldgowrongwhereyouwere

andI’dneverhearfromyou.”

Thandeka:“wellIamherenow.Worrynotabout

me.”

Vuyo:“youknowIwillalwaysworryaboutyou.

Evenwhenyouaremarried.”Shechuckles.They

movetowhereothersareandThandekashares

hugswitheveryone.

Me:“sowhereismygift?”shelaughs.

Thandeka:“inmyoffice.Followme.”weheadtoher

officeandwhenwegetthereIfindDoritosandsour

wormsonherdesk.Ijustlaugh.

Me:“howdidyouknow?”

Thandeka:“Iknoweverythingnow.”Itakemy

snacksandstartmunching.



Me:“youreallydidn’tbringmeanything?”

Thandeka:“Ithoughtmypresencealonewas

enough.”Ilookatherwithtearsthreateningto

comeout.“Iamkidding,geez.Thischildofmineis

makingyouacrybaby.”Irollmyeyes.

Me:“sowhereisit?”shetakesoutherphoneand

passittome.Itakeitandviewthepicturesheis

showing.

Thandeka:“beforeIcameback,IwenttoMilanand

shoppedforyou.IalreadyknowaboutmybabysoI

boughtclothesthatareasizebiggerthanyour

originalsize,maternitydresses,pajamasandall,

andalsoyoursize,clothesyouwillwearwhenyou

arebacktoyournormalsize.”

Me:“thanksdoll.”Ihandherthephone.“Sowhat’s

nextfortheLioness?”

Thandeka:“thatshouldn’tconcernyou.Idon’twant

youknowinganyoftheillegalactivitiesIdo.You



beingalivemakesyouatarget.Luh,youandyour

familyaremyweakness.Idon’twantanythingto

happentoyouandIdon’twanttoputyouinany

danger.”

Me:“whataboutyourlovelife?”shelaughsalittle.

Thandeka:“youwillsoonknowwhatisgoingon

there.Let’sgobacktotheothers.”

Me:“Iamgoingtoleavethesehereandwilltake

themwhenweareleaving.Ifyouforgettoremind

me,youwillfeelthewrathofmyhormones.”She

laughs.

Thandeka:“Iwouldn’twannagettothebadsideof

apregnanthormonalwoman.”

Me:“wearemoredangerousthananymafia

queen.”Shelaughsagainandweheadout.

THANDEKA



Around1amIalsoleave.LuhandLwahleft30

minutesago.Shecomplainedaboutsorefeetsomy

brotherhadtotakeherhome.Theothersarestill

enjoyingtheparty.Igettomycaranddriveto

Sizwe’shouse.Ihavemademyowngateremoteso

Ijustopenformyselfanddrivein.Iparkonthe

drivewayandclimboutofthecar.Ialsohavekeys

tothefrontdoorsoIjustopenandenter.Thelight

intheloungeisstillonsoIjustheadthere.Ifind

himsleepingwithaglassofwhiskeyinfrontofhim.

Ijustgothereandsitonhislap.Istartkissinghim

andwrapmyarmsaroundhisneck.

Sizwe:“Thandeka.”HemumblesinhissleepandI

giggleandkisshischeeks

Me:“wakeupbabe.Iamrightinfrontofyou.”He

finallyopenshiseyes.Whenheseesmeherubshis

eyesviolently.

Sizwe:“amIdreaming?”

Me:“noyou’renot.Iamhere.”

Sizwe:“maybeIamhallucinating.”Irollmyeyes.



Me:“reallynow?”hecupsmyfacewithhishands

andstaredirectlyatme.

Sizwe:“areyoureal?”

Me:“morerealthanthepubichairnearyourpenis.”

Hejustsmasheshislipsonmineanddeepensthe

kiss.Afterawhilehebreaksit.

Sizwe:“Iwaitedforyou.Dayandnight.Ieven

broughtanengagementringforyou.”Ilaughathim

andwhenIseethatheisserious.“Iwannapropose

butfornowpleaseallowmetoburymyselfin

betweenyourthighs.”

Me:“please.”Hestandsupwithmeinhisarmsand

takesmetohisbedroom.

.

.

.
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Iamwokenupbyanaroma.Breakfastinbed.

MaybeisshouldmoveinwithhimsothatIcan

receivethistreatmenteveryday.Iopenmyeyes

andIseehimsittingontheedgeofthebedandmy

trayisonmybedsidedrawer.

Me:“morninghusbandtobe.”Isaywithasmileon

myface.

Him:“morningMrs.Sithole.Youarealreadymy

wifeaccordingtotradition.”Hecomesnearme

wantingtokissandIdodgehisface.

Me:“Ihaven’tbrushedmyteethyet.”

Him:“youthinkthatisgoingtostopme?”hesays

withasmirkandpullsmetohislap.Hebrusheshis

lipsonmine.Hekissesmeandthatleadstothe

bestmorninggloryever.



Me:“Ithoughtyouonlywantedtokissme.”Isay

tryingtocatchmybreath.

Him:“areyoucomplaining?”

Me:“no,notatall.Letmegotakeabathwhileyou

warmmybreakfast.”

Him:“whatifIwanttojoinyou?”

Me:“areyousayingIshouldeatcoldfood?”

Him:“nobut…”

Me:“thengowarmmybreakfast.”

Idon’tgivehimtimetorespond.Ijustheadto

bathroombuttnaked.Ifirstbrushmyteethand

thentakeawarmshower.AfterthatIwrapatowel

aroundmybodyandheadbacktothebedroom

barefoot.Thebedhasalreadybeenmade,great.

Thefoodisinmybedside.Iquicklyrushtoitand

digin.itissoheavenly.VuyogetsinwhileIam

halfwaythroughit.HetriestosaysomethingbutI

raisemyhanduptostophim.



Me:“youcangobathnow.”Hesighsandheadto

thebathroom.

Ifinisheatingandthenheaddownstairswiththe

tray.HealsomadealatteformebutIjustpourit

downthedrain.IamnotreadytotellhimwhyI

suddenlycan’tdrinkmysecondlove.Ialsoputthe

dishesinthesink.Ithenopenthefridgeandtake

outbottledwater.Idrinkhalfofitthenputthebottle

backtothefridge.Ithenheadbacktothebedroom

andlotionusingbae’sbodylotionandcologne,I

useanotherone,nottheonethatmakesme

nauseous.

Imessuphisclosetandendupwearingacotton

shortwithawhitevest.Igotothebedandliedown

whilegoingthroughmessagesandvideosthat

peoplesentmeyesterday.Ireplytosomeofthem

andignoreothers.Idozeoffwhilewaitingforbae

andhewakesmeup.Heisfullydressedandtoday



heiswearinganothercologne.

Him:“areyoutired?”Isitup.

Me:“no.Iwaswaitingforyou,IgotboredsoI

endedupdozingoff.”

Him:“okay.Iamgoingtopreparebreakfastfor

myselfthenIwilldriveyouhome.”

Me:“no,IwannaeatbreakfastatWimpy.”Helooks

atmewithhiseyebrowraised.

Him:“butyoujustatemylove.”

Me:“isbuyingmebreakfastgoingtomakeyou

broke?”

Him:“no.”

Me:“thenlet’sgo.”

Istandupwithmyphoneandheadstraighttothe

frontdoor.Hecomestothedrivewaywiththe

RangeRover.Iclimbinandhedrivesout.Wegetto

Wimpyandwegetinside.Wesettleinthetablefor



twoandthewaiterhandsusthemenus.Iraisemy

handsignalingthatwearereadytoorder.The

waitercomesbackandbaeordersfirst.

Him:“I’dhavethefarmhousebreakfastwitha

doubleespressoandmakethebreadbrown.”

Me:“I’dhavethemegabreakfast,pleaseadd2

slicesofwhitebreadandafruitcocktail.Please

alsoaddathrillofthegrillandI’dliketheultimate

meatyfeastasatakeaway.”Iaddwithasmileand

handbackthemenus.Heleaves.

Him:“youaregoingtoeatallofthat?”

Me:“didyouwakeuponthewrongsideofthe

bed?”iaskwithafrown.Iamtemptedtosay‘your

kidismakingmeeatlikethis’butIholdmyself.He

sighsandlooksatme.

Him:“Iwantedtotalktoyouaboutumkhehlo.

NgizokukhehlaendofNovemberandwearegetting



marriedonthe30thofDecember.Thandekaisback.

Thereisnoneedfordelayingthings.Thetraditional

weddingisonthe20thandthewhiteweddingon

the30th.Thereisnobudget.”

Me:“whoisgoingtoplan2weddingswithin2

months?”Iammoreworriedaboutmybelly.

Him:“LondekaandDakota.Ifyouarenotsatisfied

withthemthenwewillhireaweddingplanner.”He

lookssoseriousrightnow,it’slikeIwasgoingto

ruinhisplans.Ijustlaughathimandhelooksat

withaconfusedlook.

Me:“youlooksoseriouslikeIwasgoingtostopor

ruinyourplans.”

Him:“youareunbelievableyouknowthat?”Ijust

continuelaughing.“SoIwilltalktoyourmother

abouthowthingsaresupposedtobeemkhehlweni

anditwillbeeasierbecausesheisaZuluwoman.”

Me:“whereisthisumkhehlosupposedtotake



place?”

Him:“eSwatinioreMzimkhulu.Youguyswill

chooseoryourfamilywilldecide.”

Me:“willIwearZulutraditionclothingorSwati

traditionalclothing?”

Him:“IwillpreferyouwearZuluclothingbecause

youaremybride.YouruncleBonganiandIhave

beendiscussingthis.Wejustdidn’tcomewithan

exactdate.NowthatIhaveadateIfirstneedtotalk

tomymother-in-law.UncleBonganisuggestedthat

thisceremonymustbedoneeMzimkhulubecause

thatisalsoyourhomeandthat’swhere

uyophumelakhonawhenwegetmarried.”

Me:“Iamlovingthisyou.TheZulustrongsideof

you.”Hejustgigglesandlookdown.Thewaiter

bringsourfoodandIjuststartdiggingin.“Sowhat

abouttheguestlist?”

Him:“youcaninviteasmanypeopleasyouwant.”



Me:“Idon’twantmywhiteweddingtobecrowded.

Thetraditionalweddingcanhaveeven500guests

butthewhiteweddingmustbeperfect.Iwantitto

beatSingitaBouldersLodgeinMpumalanga.I

reallywant50to100guests.”

Him:“whowillbedesigningyourdress?”

Me:“Idon’tknow.”

THANDEKA

Sizwe:“marrymeThandekaSithole.”Hesayswhile

poundingmehardfrombehind.Weareinthe

showerandwearehavinga3rdroundsincewe

wokeup.Wecan’tgetenoughofeachother.Weare

makingupforthelosttime.Ilastsleptwith

someone10monthsagoanditwashim.Lastnight

wehardlyslept.Ievenlostcountoftheroundswe

had.

Me:“fuckyesbaby.Iwillmarryyou.”Icome

immediatelyandhefollowsshortlyafter.Wefinish



showering,dryourselvesandgetdressed.WellI

dressupinhisclothes.“Youaresonotromantic.

Howcanyouaskmetomarryyouwhilefuckingme

thathard?”Ilaughandhejoinsme.

Him:“Ifiguredthatplanningacandlelitdinnerwill

takelong.Ijustwantedyoutoleavethisplaceas

myfiancé.”Ismileandheputsaringonmyfinger.

Itisabeautifulpinkdiamondring.Iloveitalready.

Hekissesitandkissesmetoo.“CanItakemy

fiancéoutfordinnertonight?”

Me:“absolutely.NowIneedtogo.Iwanttospend

thedaywithmybrother.”

Him:“okay.Bythewayyoulookbeautifulinmy

sweatpants.”Ijustrollmyeyes.Heaccompanies

metomycar.WekissgoodbyeandthenIdriveout.

YoumaybewonderinghowIambacksosoon.Well

wondernomore.WhenIarrivedinRussiaIwasn’t



indenial.Iwasreadytofacemydemons.Iwas

readytochangeandbecomeabetterversionof

myself.Istayedforamonth,attendingtherapy

session,self-defenseclasses,self-confidence

classes(notthatIlackedconfidence)andanger

managementclasses.Mydoctorwassatisfiedwith

myprogresssoshechosetoreleaseme.Most

peoplestaytherelongerbecausewhentheyarrive

there,theyareindenial.

IthenwenttoThabi’scontactinUkraine.WhenIgot

thereIthoughtmaybewhatevertrainingIwillneed

willtakeaboutamonthalso.Butsheprovedme

wrong.Ittookme3months.Sheisalsoagangster

soshehadmedomissionsforher.Sheknewthat

mysanitywasimportanttomesoshedidn’tgive

memissionsthatrequiresalotofbloodshedding.I

wasforcedtolearnRussianinthatshortperiodof

timeandbelieveitain’teasyasbeingtaught

TshivendaorPedi.



Ithoughtmaybeafterthatshewilltakemeto

MexicobutinsteadshetookmetoChicago.I

doubtedChicagoatfirstbutyohthatplaceis

corruptandquick.Ididmakerelationsthere.ButI

didn’tpleadmyallegiancetothem.Weareallies.

Afterspending4monthsinChicagoIwentto

Congo.PeopleonAfricaalreadyknowthename

TheLionesssomakingalliestherewasn’thard.I

thenwenttoMilanforLwandeka’sshopping.Iknew

thatIcouldn’tbuyherahouseoracarbecauseshe

alreadyhasthosethings.

MybrotherisatAlloysoIjustheadthere.Igotohis

officeandfindhimbusywithsomethingonhis

laptop.HefinalizedthedealwiththePEclub.All

that’sleftistolaunchitbecausethedesigningteam

isalmostdonewithrenovatingit.Idon’tknowwhen

heisgoingtoplanitslaunch.

Me:“bigbro.”

Him:“heylittleone.”



Me:“I’mheretotakeyouout.Closethatlaptopand

let’sgo.”Helaughs.

Him:“wherearewegoing?”

Me:“that’sformetoknowandforyoutofindout.”

hestandsupandtakeshisphone,carkeysand

wallet.Iquicklytakethewalletandcarkeysfrom

him.“Youwon’tbeneedingthis.”

Iplacetheminhisdeskandhelaughsagain.Itake

hishandandweheadout.Wegetinsidethecarand

beforeIcanstartthecaramessagecomesthrough.

‘Don’ttellyourbrotheraboutthepregnancy.’-

Lwandeka.Ilaughinternallyandreply‘whyhaven’t

youtoldhim?’‘Iwillincludethepregnancyinmy

vows.’-Lwandeka.Ijustchuckleandstartthecar.

Him:“youareengaged?”heaskswithshockwritten

alloverhisface.IunderstandhisshockbecauseI

haveneverintroducedsomeoneasmyboyfriendto

him,



Me:“yes.ToSizweMnguni.”Heisevenmore

shockedaboutthis.

Him:“what?How?When?”

Me:“itjusthappened.”

Him:“Iamshocked.”

Me:“yeahIcanseethat.Sowhenisthewedding?”

heclearshisthroat.

Him:“umkhehloisonthelastweekendof

November,thetraditionalweddingisonthe20thof

Decemberandthewhiteweddingisonthe30th.”

Me:“wow,sosoon?”

Him:“wewerewaitingforyouandnowthatyou’re

backthereisnoneedforustowaitanymore.”

Me:“awesome.Isawourhomeyesterday.It’s

beautiful.”

Him:“yeahitis.”

Me:“whereisthewhitewedding?”

Him:“MaMnguniwantittobeatMpumalangain

SingitaBouldersLodgeandshewant100orless



guests.”

Me:“sheisbecomingabridezillaalready.”He

laughs.

Him:“youhavenoidea.”Wegettothemall.AndI

leadhimtoamen’sboutique.

Me:“ifyoutakeonlyawatchjustknowthatweare

notleavingthisboutique.”Heburstoutlaughing.

Him:“yourfriendtoldyou?”

Me:“who?”

Him:“Lwandeka.Shetookmeoutforshoppingon

mybirthdayandIonlytookawatch.Iliterallyhave

enoughclothesinmycloset.”

Me:“youaresuchaboreandthereisnosuchthing

asenoughclothes.Nowlet’sstartshopping.”a

shopassistantcomestous.

Assistant:“goodday.MynameisPhelokaziNala.

HowcanIbeofassistanttoyou?”shesayswitha

welcomingsmile.



Me:“weareheretoshopforhim.”Isaypointingat

mybrother.“Thefirstlookweneedisachilledlook.

Like‘Iamgoingtoachillazwithmyboys’chilled

look.ThenIwantafunkylook,likeabikerattire.”

Luh:“Iamnotwearingthat.”Ilaughathim.

Me:“yesyouare.Thenthethirdoneisa‘takemy

wifeorfiancéonadate’formallook.Thelastoneis

auniquesuit.”

Phelokazi:“okaypleasefollowmetothisside.”We

followhertoaplacewhichlookslikealounge.It

evenhasbeverages.“Pleasemakeyourselves

comfortablewhileIsearchforwhatyouwant.”

Luh:“thankyouverymuch.”Wesitandmake

ourselvescomfortable.

Me:“whowillbeyourgroomsmen?”

Luh:“Somaisthebestman.Stevens,Leboand

Danverswillbethegroomsmen.”

Me:“whowillbedesigningyoursuits?”

Luh:“Idon’tknowfornowbutyouwillhelpwiththat



asyouwillalsowalkmedowntheaisle.”

Me:“youwillalsowalkmedowntheaisle.”

Luh:“Ialmostforgotyouwereengaged.Ihonestly

wasneverready.”Ilaugh.

.

.

.

#myknight

[11/21,10:41] :Chapter54

SIZWE

IhavemadereservationsattheSaxonHotel,Villas

andSpa.IbookedthewholeTerracesothatwecan

privacyandsothatIcanalsomakeupformy

terribleproposal.IalsobookedtheNelsonMandela



PlatinumSuitebecausemybabedeservesthebest.

IamcurrentlydrivingMamkhuluandthetwinsto

theairport.

ApparentlyLolowasbusyandWawawastired.My

nieceisalreadytiringher.Iclearmythroat.

Me:“mamaIproposedtosomeonethismorning.”

Sheturnsandlookatme.

Nokukhanya:“who?Nthabi?”Ilaugh.

Me:“youallsawthepublicitystuntshepulledon

memonthsago.WhatmakesyouthinkI’dmarrya

psycholikethat?”shelaughs.Thetwinsareso

busywiththeirconversationinthebackseat.Ireally

likethembecausetheydon’teavesdroporinclude

themselvesinadults’conversation.

Nokukhanya:“sowhoistheunluckylady?”Ilaugh.

Me:“givemesomecreditma.”Sherollshereyes.I

clearmythroatbecauseIknowshemightbe



shockedbythis.“It’sThandekaSithole.”

Nokukhanya:“Luvuyo’ssister?”Ican’tmissher

shockedexpression.

Me:“yes.”

Nokukhanya:“soyouaredatingeachother’s

siblings?”Ichucklenervously.

Me:“somethinglikethat.Wearenotonlydatingbut

wearegettingmarried.”

Nokukhanya:“althoughIamshocked,Iamhappy

foryouguys.Sheisanicegirl.Shewouldmakea

greatdaughterinlawandifLindiwemistreatsher,I

willadoptherasmydaughterinlaw.”Ilaugh.

Me:“thankyouma.Youknowhowyoursistercan

belike.”

Nokukhanya:“shecanactlikeadivasometimes.

Sheforgetsthatsheiswaypastthedramaticstage

oflife.”Icontinuelaughing.Onceshestarts

shadinghersistersheneverstops.



Me:“Iknow.”

Nokukhanya:“souLuvuyoufunaukukhehlau

Lwandekamhlaka28November.Ithinkumkhehlo

mustbedoneeMzimkhulu.Iwilltalktotheelders

onceIamthereandthenwewillstartthe

preparations.”

Me:“ishepayingforeverything?”

Nokukhanya:“no.youknowhowstubbornyour

sisteris.Luvuyoisonlypayingforthecow,goat

andalcohol.Yoursistersaidshewillpayforthe

groceriesandeverythingelse.”

Me:“IwillalsohelpwhereIcan.”

Nokukhanya:“thatwillbemuchappreciated.You

alsoneedtobethereforthemeetingwhenItell

yourfamily.YouknowhowtheMnguniscanbe.”I

laugh.

Wecontinuechattinguntilwearriveattheairport.I

waitforthemtoboardtheplaneandthenIdrive



home.Iamnotreadytotellmyfamilyaboutthejet

becauseIwillbeforcedtolie.Ihatelyingtothem.

OnmywayhomeIreceiveacallfromWawa.

Me:“Wawa.”

Wawa:“heybhuti.Havetheyboardedtheplane?”

Me:“yes.”

Wawa:“canyoupleasebuyyourfavouritesister

sweetchilipepperDoritosandsourworms?”

PregnantwomenThixo.

Me:“whydon’tyouaskJobe?”

Wawa:“heisspendingthedaywithhissister.Ithas

beensolongsincetheylasthungoutsoIamgiving

themsomeprivacy.Pleasebrother.”Isigh.

Me:“okay.IwillbringthemtoyouASAP.”

Wawa:“you’rethebest.”Shesaysexcitedlyand

hangsup.Jobeisinitforthelongride.



AnywaysIpassbythemall.Ibuyhercravingsand

thenIbuyaNandosfullchickenforherwith4rolls

andahalfchickenformyself.Wawaisaperson

whoisnotafraidofeating,eversinceshewasborn.

SoIknowthatafullchickenisnothingtoher.Ialso

buycranberryjuiceandfruits.Asmuchaspregnant

womenlovejunkfood,shealsoneedssome

healthyfood.IthendrivetoKrugersdorpandfind

herwatchingsomerealityshowatthelounge.

WhenshenoticesthatIamintheroomsheturns

andsmile.Shestandsupandwhensheisaboutto

hugme,shejustrunspastmetotheseparate

bathroom.IquicklyputeverythingIamholdingin

thecoffeetableandrunafterher.Ifindherkneeling

bythetoilet.

Me:“areyouokay?”

Wawa:“yah.Ithinkitmustbeastomachbug.”

Me:“ormorningsicknesses.”Sheraisesherhead

andlooksatme.

Wawa:“howdoyouknow?”



Me:“Ihavebeenwithapregnantwoman.Fromyour

crazyeatingchoicestoyoubullyingJobeintodoing

anythingandyouarealwaystiredthesedays,notto

mentionedthatyounolongerdrinkalcohol.”She

chucklesandthenstanduptorinsehermouth.

Wawa:“yournepheworniecedoesn’tlikeyour

cologne.”

Me:“myapologies.IguessnexttimeIvisitIshould

wearanotherone.”

Wawa:“orjustdon’twearany.”

Me:“noted.”Weheadtotheloungeandsitdownon

oppositecouches.ShetakestheDoritosandsour

wormsandstarteating.“ThereissomethingI

shouldtellyou.”

Wawa:“thatyouareDarkEagle?Ialreadyknow.”

Myeyespopout.

Me:“howdidyoufindoutaboutthat?Howdoyou

knowabouttheunderworld?”



Wawa:“Ihavefriendswhoaregangsterssowhen

wearechilling,thingslikethesejustslipout.Andof

courseIhaveseenyoutattoowiththehiddenDE.”

Me:“whydidn’tyouconfrontmeaboutitearlieror

justaskquestions?”

Wawa:“itwasn’tmyplacetoaskanythingreally.”

Shesayswiththecalmesttoneever.Herfocus

seemstobeontheDoritosmorethanonour

conversation.“AnywaysIcantellthatthat’snot

whatyouwantedustotalkabout,sospill.”Ibreathe

outloudandsitbackonthecouch.

Me:“IamdatingandengagedtoThandeka.”That

seemstogetherattention.Shedropsthesnacksto

thecoffeetable.

Wawa:“Thandekaisengaged?Ithoughtshedidn’t

date.Butshedidseemdifferentthatdayshecame

toseemeatthehospital.”Shesaysthelast

sentencesolowthatifyouweren’tpayingattention

youwouldn’thaveheardher.Shethenraisesher



headwiththebrightestsmileever.“Youguysare

myfavoritepeopleinthewholeworld,not

mentioningmomandthetripleL.sowhenareyou

guysgettingmarried?”

Me:“weonlygotengagedthismorningsowe

haven’ttalkedaboutanythingyet.”

Wawa:“Iamsohappyforyou.Makesureyouget

marriedwhenyounieceisheresothatIcanshow

offmyfigure.”Ilaughather.“Sohowdidyou

propose?”

Me:“verybad.ButIhavesomethingplannedforus

thiseveningwhichwillblowheraway.”

Wawa:“don’tfocusmoreonshoweringherwith

gifts.Justfocusonshowingherloveandaffection.

Shecouldbuyherselfayachtorajetifshewanted

to.Sheneedslovemorethananything.Pleasegive

herthat.”Inod.

Me:“thanksfortheadvice.”



Wawa:“whateveryoudo,don’teverbuyheracar.”I

laugh.

Me:“why?”

Wawa:“shehasabout10ormorecars.Someof

themshehasneverdrivenbefore.Itwillbeawaste

oftime.”

Me:“thankyousomuch.SowhatdoyousuggestI

buyforher?”

Wawa:“shehasanobsessionforhandbags.

Althoughshedon’tusuallycarrythem,shehasan

entireseparateclosetfullofthemandtoherethey

arenotenough.”

Me:“sowhenwegetourownhouseIshouldhave

anentireroomdedicatedtoherbags.”shelaughs.

Wawa:“precisely.”

Me:“Iboughtchicken.ShouldIdishupforyou?”

shesmiles.

Wawa:“Iloveyousomuch.Yesyoucandishup,

but2piecesandaroll.”Istandupandgotothe



kitchen.Idishupforthebothofus,pourthejuice

andthenputthefruitsonthefridgeandthe

remainingchickenintheoven.Iheadbacktothe

loungeandserveherthefood.“Youarethebest

uncleever.”Shesaystakingherfood.

Me:“IthinkyoushouldstockuptheDoritosandthe

sourworms.”Sheshakesherheadwhileeating.

Wawa:“theywon’thavethateffectwhentheyare

comingfromthepantry.”Ijustshakemyheadand

laughather.

.

.

It’salready6pmandThandekahavetextedme,

sayingsheisready.IdrivetotheSitholemansion.

WhenIgetthereIheadtothefrontdoorandknock.

Iamcarryinganexpensivebottleofwhiskeyto

softenJobe.Wawaadvisedmeonthebrandof

whiskeythatheenjoys.Heopensthedoorwearing

onlyatightvestwhichshowsoffhismusclesand

sweatpants.Heisnotsmilingasheusuallydoes



whenwegettogether.

Me:“goodeveningMr.Sithole.”Idon’tknowwhat

makesmesaythat.Helooksatmemuchlonger

withasoulpiercinglookandthensuddenlybursts

outlaughing.Heevenbendsandplaceshishands

onhisknees.

Him:“damnman.Youshouldhaveseenyourface.”

HestandsupstraightandstandsasidesothatI

cangetin.weheadtothelounge.“Ihavealways

wantedtodothat.Ithoughtmaybemysisterwould

dateaskinnydude.Iwantedtoscarehimoffwith

mymusclesbutIguessIgotmymatch.”Ichuckle.

“Isthatforme?”heaskspointingatthebottleof

whiskey.

Me:“yes.”Ihandittohim.

Him:“thankyou,althoughyoursisterdoesn’tlike

thesmellofwhiskeythesedays.”



Me:“sheisverypicky.”Henodsandthenhisface

becomesserious.

Him:“sheistheonlysisterIhaveman.Pleasetake

careofherandgiveherlove.Shemayacttough

andallbutthereisnothingsheneedsandcraves

morethanlove.OfcourseIhavegivenhera

brotherlyandparentallovebutnowit’suptoyouto

giveherloveandaffection.Don’tbreakherheart

becauseshewillliterallybreakyourbones.And

don’tcheatonherbecauseshewillkillyou.Note

thatIamnotwarningyouaboutmebutIam

warningyouabouther.Sheisdangerouswhenyou

pissherofformakeherangrysopleaseavoidthat.

Whenshegetspregnanthideallyourgunsand

weapons.”Wehearclickingheelsbehindusandwe

turn.

Thandeka:“Ihopeyouwerenotgossipingaboutme.

Andifyouwere,Iwillreportyoutoyourfiancé.”She

sayspointingatherbrother.

Jobe:“don’tdothat.Don’tbethedevil.”Shelaughs.



Shelookssobeautifulrightnow.Sheiswearinga

whitebelowthekneetightshortsleeveddresswith

whiteheels.Istandup.

Me:“youlookbeautiful.”

Thandeka:“Iknow.Ifthatwasn’tthecasethenI

wouldn’thavecomedown.”

Jobe:“that’sthespiritsister.”theybothhi5andI

justchuckle.

Me:“ifyouarereadywecanleave,andIthinkmy

sisteriswaitingforyouJobe.Don’tforgether

Doritosandsourworms.”

Jobe:“sheisdrivingmecrazywiththatobsession

ofhers.”

Thandeka:“don’tletherhearyousaythat.”his

phoneringsandherushesoutansweringit.

Jobe:“mysweetrose.”

Thandeka:“sowherearegoing?”



Me:“firstsaythankyoubecauseIcomplimented

you.”Sherollshereyes.Iraisemyeyebrow.

Thandeka:“fine.Thankyouforthecompliment

Qwabe.”

Me:“mypleasure.”Ileadhertothecar,openthe

doorforherandafterwesettlein,Idriveout.

Thandeka:“stillwon’ttellmewherewearegoing?”

Me:“thereissomethingcalledasurprisebaby.

Mostpeopledoittoimpresstheirpartnersand

makethemfeelhappy.Canyoujustshutupabout

thissothatIcansurpriseyouinpeace?”shelaughs

androllshereyes.

Thandeka:“whatever.Ican’tbelieveweneverdated.

Wejustfuckedeachotheracoupleoftimesand

thenjumpedtobeingengaged.”

Me:“noteveryonedates.Youknowaboutarranged

marriagesright?”shenods.“PlusIcouldn’tletyou

goagain.MakingyoumineisthebestthingIhave

everdone.”



Thandeka:“ncooh.”

THANDEKA

WearriveattheSaxonHotel,VillasandSpaandI

screamallthewaytotheparkinglot.Sizweis

smilingfromeartoear.Probablyimpressedwith

himself.Ihavealwayswantedtocomehere,Ijust

didn’twanttocomealone.Heparksthecarand

getsouttoopenmydoor.Helooksmorehandsome

tonight.Heiswearingwhitecottonpantswitha

blackformalshirtandblackdressshoes.Iguess

wearematchingsomehow.Heleadsmetothe

lobbyandIjuststophimassoonasweareinside.

Helooksatmewithaconfusedlook.

Him:“whatisit?”

Me:“let’stakeafewselfies.”

Him:“Idon’tlookgoodinpictures.”

Me:“Iwillbethejudgeofthat.”Itakeoutmyphone

andopenthecamera.“Comestandbehindme.”he



gruntsfirstandthencomplies.Wetakeafew

selfiesandthenIrelievehim.Ilookatthepictures

andtheyareatrueworkofart.“Wedeservean

awardforbeingthisbeautiful.”Helaughsandthen

leadsmetotheterrace.Whenwegettheremyjaws

droptothefloor.Theplaceisdecoratedso

beautifully.Therearenocustomers,justthetwoof

us.IstepfurtherinandIamveryimpressed.He

outdidhimself.Thereishugeboardwithawriting

‘SHESAIDYES’.“CanIdoalivevideo?”hesmiles

andnods.

Him:“anythingyouwantbaby.”Itakemyphoneand

goloveonInstagram.Igivetheviewersafullview

oftheterrace.

Me:“babythisisbeautiful.Thankyousomuch.”

Him:“youshouldknowbynowthatI’ddoanything

formyfiancé.”

Me:“fiancéIlovethesoundofthat.Ialsoshould

putaringonyourfingersothatpeoplewillknow

thatyouaremyfiancé.”Helaughs,hislaughteris



sobeautifulanddeep.

Him:“IonlyhaveeyesforyouMaJobe.”The

commentsarecrazy.Peopleareaskingwhothe

guywiththedeepvoiceis.Ijustlaugh.

Me:“viewersthat’sallfortoday.”Iendthelivevideo.

Him:“canwegositdown?”Ichuckleandthennod.

Heleadsmetothetableandwebothsitdown.The

waitercomestouswithmenusandabottleof

BollingerSpecialCuvee.

Waiter:“goodeveningandwelcometoSaxonHotel,

VillasandSpa.MynameisUzorArukwe.Hereare

themenus.Thechampagneisonthehouse,socan

Ipouritforyou?”

Me:“sure.”Shepoursthechampagneandthen

leaves.Itakeasipandlookthroughthemenu.

IdecideonwhatIamgoingtoorderandthenI

closethemenu.Itakeanothersipandjuststareat



Sizwe.Helookssobeautifullyhandsome.His

dreadlocksaretiedneatly,hisbeardistrimmed

nicely,hisbushyeyebrowslooksocuteandhis

faceissoflawless,itmakesmejealous.It’slikehe

nevergrewapimpleorchickenpoxinhischildhood.

HenoticesthatIamlookingathimandthenhe

raiseshishead.

Him:“everythingokay?”

Me:“yeah,youarejustsobeautiful.”Hegigglesand

shakeshishead.

Him:“thankyoubaby,youareprobablythemost

beautifulwomanIhaveevermet.BelievemewhenI

saythat.”Ijustsmile.Uzorcomesback.

Uzor:“areyouguysreadytoorder?”webothchant

yes.

Him:“I’dlike900gofairfryersteakwithahotsauce

andaGreekSalad.”

Me:“IwillhaveTangriKebabswithmediumfries



andabrownielasagna.”

Uzor:“isthereanythingyouwillliketoadd?”we

bothshakeourheads.“Iwillcomebacksoonwith

yourorderthen.”Sheleaves.

Me:“sohowoldisSizwe?”helaughsandIalso

laughbecauseIamengagedtoatotalstranger.

Him:“Iam28yearsold.Howoldareyou?”

Me:“turning26onthe1stofNovember.”

Him:“noted.”

Me:“pleasedon’tbuymeacar.”Helaughs.

Him:“yourbrotherandWawasaidthesamething.”

Me:“Iguesstheyreallyknowme.”

Him:“howmanycarsdoyouhave?”Ishrug.

Me:“Ihaveneverbotheredinknowingtheexact

numberofthem.Howmanydoyouown?”

Him:“about8ofthem.MostlySUVsandtheToyota



brand.”

Me:“whenisyourbirthday?”

Him:“April15.”

Me:“okay.”

Wecontinuegettingtoknoweachother.Uzor

comesbackwithourfood.Weeatwhiletalking.

Laterheleadsmetotheroomhebooked.AgainI

amleftwithmyjawsonthefloor.Mr.Mngunisure

knowshowtoberomantic.Thenightproceedsand

itisverymagical.HemakeslovetomethewayI

havealwaysfantasizedaboutmakinglovetoa

particularman.IamnotashamedtosayIlovehim,

IknowIhaveneverbeeninaseriousrelationship

butIdoloveSizweandIwantourrelationshipto

work.

.

.

.

#MyKnight



#DarkEagle

#TheLioness

[11/21,10:41] :Chapter55

LONDEKA

SisiLwandekainvitedustoapicnic.Sheorganized

itallbyherselfandImustsayIamimpressed.

Therearecushionsandthrowsonthegrass.There

areplatterswithsamosas,kebabs,wings,etc.there

arechampagnesandwines.Sheinstructsustosit

down,sowecomply.ThereisThandeka,

Nolubabalo,Fortunate,Dakota,Aviwe,Noluthando

(Mrs.Ntuli),JudithandAudrey.

Lwandeka:“firstlyIwannathankyouallfor

attendingthispicnic.Iknowitwasashortnoticeso



thankyouforavailingyourselves.SecondlyIlove

youallsomuch.AsyouallknowIamengagedto

themosthandsomemanintheworld.”Shesays

withthebiggestsmileIhaveeverseenonherface

andthenblushes.

Thandeka:“that’syourownopinionbabes.Butinall

honestymyfiancéisthemosthandsome,sexyand

charmingmaninthewholeworld.”

Nolby:“girlswhohavenevertastedwhitedickmust

shutit.”Wealllaughather.Thatwassorandom.

Lwandeka:“anywaysIamgettingmarriedonthe

20thofDecembertraditionallyandthewhite

weddingisonthe30thofDecember.Ialsohave

umkhehloonthe27thofNovember.Iwouldlikeyou

Londeka,Nolubabalo,Fortunate,Dakota,Aviweand

Audreytobemymaidsforumkhehlo.”

Judith:“honeywhatthehellisthat?AndwhyamI



notpartofthemaids?”

Nolby:“youaremarriedbabes.Youareanancestor

ofsomesort.”Judithlaughs.

Fortunate:“aZuluceremonywhichismorelikethe

comingofageceremonybutinsteadofitbeing

donebythegirl’sparents,itisdonebyhergroom.

Frombuyingthecowoftheceremonytothegoats

andhecoversmostoftheexpenses.Onthedayof

theeventhecomeswithhisfamilyandfriends.On

thatdaythebride,herfriendsandrelativeswillbe

wearingtraditionalattire.Theywillbedoing

traditionaldanceandpeoplewillcomeandgive

themmoney,moremoneyforthebride.Thegroom

andhisfamilymustalsocomeandgivethebride

lotsofmoney.”

Audrey:“sobasicallytheeventendwiththebride

beingricher?”welaugh.

Fortunately:“yes.”



Lwandeka:“soyouguysmustteachyourselvesthe

traditionalZuludanceandsongs.Youwillalso

comeaweekearliertomyhomeinuMzimkhulu.So

youhaveapplyforleavesassoonaspossible.

NoluthandoandThandekay’allarehereforthefood

andchampagne.Youhavenopartinthis.”They

bothlaugh.

Noluthando:“Ihonestlydon’tcare.Iamjustgladto

beherewithyouguys.”

Nolby:“troubleinparadise?”

Noluh:“nope.SheknowshowspecialIam,soshe

istreatingmelikeaqueen.”

Lwandeka:“assheshould.”

Nolby:“wearegoingtobeshowingourperkytits

sincemogheldoesn’thaveachild,neh?”

Fortunate:“hellno.sheisagrownwomanwhoisa

businesswomansoshowingoffhertitstothe

wholeofSouthAfricaisabigno.theyaresexy,we



knowthembutIdoubtshewillbecomfortable

showingthemoff,plusherfiancéwillkillanyone

whostaresatthemforlongerthantheyshould.”We

alllaugh.

Lwandeka:“andIalsodon’tfeelcomfortable

displayingmyboobs.Phelangiwumfaziwomuntu(I

amsomeone’swife).”

Nolby:“YESGIRL!”wealllaughagain.

Audrey:“soafterthewholedancingwhatcomes

next?”

Thandeka:“theSitholefamilywillalsobringwhatis

knownasizibizoorumembesowhichisshowering

thebride’sfamilywithlotsofgifts.”

Judith:“attheendofthedaythebrideisricherand

thegroomispoorer?”

Me:“that’scorrect.”

Dakota:“Ievenforgotyouarehere.”Ilaughather.



Me:“youarealsoquiet.”

Dakota:“Iamlisteningattentively,whatisyour

excuse?”

Me:“Iamalsolistening.”Sherollshereyesand

chuckles.

Lwandeka:“wewillbegoingtoadesignerbythe

nameofSimamisoMthembuwholivesat

Empangeniwhowillbesewingthetraditional

dressesthatyouwillbewearingatumembesoand

atthetraditionalwedding.Iwillpayforthedresses

andtheothertraditionalattires.Whatyouguyswill

provideforyourselvesaretheheels.Wewillgoto

heronOctober30withbae’sH1.”

Me:“sowhatabouttheweddings?”

Lwandeka:“Iwould’veloveyoualltobemy

bridesmaidsbutbaehasalreadysetthenumberfor

me.SoIhavetochoose3bridesmaidsandamaid

ofhonor.”Shebreathesoutloud.Shebendsand



takesthebasketnexttoher.Sheopensitandtakes

outagiftbag.“NolubabaloJamapleasecome

here.”allthistimesheisstanding.

Nolby:“girlwhat’swiththefullnamenow?AmI

underarrest?”wealllaughather.Shegoestostand

nearher.

Lwandeka:“wefirstsaweachotheronorientation

weekandwejustclicked.Wewerebothdoing

differentcoursesbutwehadalotincommon.We

lovethesamemusic,samedressingstyle,wehave

thesamehobbies.Wehavebeenbestfriendssince

ourfirstyear.Thisyearwearecelebrating7years

ofourfriendship.Wehavebeenthroughalot.

Foughtalot,criedtogetheralot,butattheendof

thedaywewerealwaysthereforeachother.Ilove

yousomuchandthatiswhyIhavechosenyouto

bemymaidofhonor.IamnotaskingbutIam

choosing.”Nolbygiggleswithtearsrunningdown

hercheeks,ruininghermakeup.Theyhugeach



other.WhenIturntotheotherladiesIfindthem

wipingtheirtears,evenThandeka.

Nolby:“thankyousomuchfriendandIloveyou

more.”LwandekahandsherthegiftbagandNolby

returnstoherseat.Lwandekawipeshertearsand

exhalesoutloud.

Lwah:“Thandekaifyouweren’tmysisterinlawyou

wouldhavebeenmyforthbridesmaid.Marawe

weresodumbtodateeachother’sbrothers.Idon’t

evenknowwhowouldbeyourmaidofhonorifit

ain’tme.”Thandekalaughsandraiseshermiddle

finger.

Thandeka:“wearefakefriends.”Theybothlaugh.

Lwandeka:“movingon,Londypleasecomehere.”I

standupandgostandnexttoher.“Youaremy

sistersoyoudon’tdeservealongspeech.Iwill

saveoneforyourwedding.”Ilaughandshesmiles.

“Youaremybridesmaid.Ihadtochooseyou

becausewesharedthesamewombandwesharea



house.IfIexcludedyou,youwould’vehavebeen

madatmeforalongtime.”Iburstoutlaughingand

theotherslaughtoo.“Here,”shehandsmethegift

bag.

Me:“canIopenitnow?”

Lwah:“youwillopenitathome.Iloveyoulittle

one.”ShehugsmeandIhugherback.Webreakthe

hugandIgositdown.“NextupisAviwe.Comehere

doll.”Shegoesandstandnexttoher.“Londyisthe

onlyunderagebridesmaidbahlali,umuntu

uzijwayezanezinganenjela.”Wealllaugh.“Aviwe

youarethefirstemployeewhowelcomedmewith

openarmsatAlloy.Youshowedmeloveandyou

gavemefriendship.Iloveyouandthat’swhyIhave

chosenyouasmysecondbridesmaid.”

Aviwe:“thankyoulove.”theyhugeachother.

Lwah:“ozaziyoukuthuyisdakwauzosukuma.”We

alllaughandFortunatestandsup.Welaughharder

becauseweknowshedrinksmorethananyofus.



“HowdidyouknowIwasreferringtoyou?”she

askssarcastically.Fortunatejustlaughs.

Fortunate:“IamanalcoholicandIamnotashamed

ofthat.”

Lwah:“Iloveyou.”Shebendsandcomesupwitha

bottleofBelgraviaGin.“Thisisforbeingyouand

beingreal.”Shelaughs.

Fortunate:“thankyouLwah.”

Lwah:“that’sthereasonwhyIchoseyoutobemy

lastbridesmaid.Youaretruetoyourself,youare

realandyouarenotafraidofbeingyou.Youarea

confidentandselflesswoman.Iwishyouallthe

bestinlifeandmayQhayiyapopthequestion

soonerthanlater.TakenotebecauseIam

prophesyingrightnow.”

Fortunate:“IreceivemamaMphofethi.”Wealllaugh.

Lwahhandsherthegiftbag.Theyhugeachother

andshesitsdown.



Lwah:“Iamdonewiththeweddingbridesmaid.The

factthatsomeofyoudidn’tbecomemy

bridesmaidsdoesn’tmeanIloveyouanyless.You

areallpartofmybridalpartyandunlikeNoluh,I’d

likeyouguystoplanabridalpartyforme.”Noluh

laughs.

Noluh:“bitchstopbeingsavage.”

Lwah:“Iwasbornlikethis.”Theybothlaugh.

“AnywaysformyumkhehlomaidsIalsosomething

niceforyouguys.MyfeethurtsoIwillnowsit

down.”Shesitsonhercushion.Shetakesanother

basketandopensit.Shehandsthegiftbagsto

ThandekaandNoluhwhoaresittingoneithersides

ofher.“Pleasepassthemontotheladies,notyou

madams.”Theylaugh.“Andyouguysarefreeto

openthese.”

Thandeka:“didyouforgetaboutus?”

Lwah:“whocanforgetthatbigheadofyours?”

Thandekaburstoutlaughing.



Thandeka:“justsoyouknow,yourhusband’shead

is2timesbiggerthanmine.”

Lwah:“whydidyouhavetoincludehiminthis?”

shepoutsanddramaticallyfoldsherhandstoher

chest.Thandekaplayswithhercheeksandshe

endsupgigglinglikeababy.“Whatever.SoIhave

theseforyou.”Shetakesthelastbasketsnextto

herandhandsthemtobothNoluhandThandeka.

Thandeka:“what’sinhere?”

Lwah:“howamIsupposedtoknow?”Thandeka

rollshereyes.“AnywaysNoluhyouwillbe

designingallmycakesforalltheoccasions.”

Me:“whowillyouhirethetraditionalattiresfrom?”

Lwah:“SiloBrides.AndIalmostforgot,Dakotaand

Londyyouwillbeplanningmyweddings.Tomorrow

youmustcometomyofficewithallyourresearch

andyourdifferenttypesofthemedweddings.”

Dakota:“Iamsuperexcited.”



Lwah:“nowgetoveryourexcitementandserveus

foodwithLondeka.”Shelaughsandwestandup

anddishforthem.Whenwearedonewepourthe

champagnesandwinesforthemandwesitdown

andeat.

Noluh:“I’dliketopartnerwithyouguys.Withyou

guys,theladiesofElegancyPlanners.Iwouldlike

tooffermycakestoallyourcustomers.Whena

clientcomesandasksforyoutoplananevent,you

guyswillaskmetomakethecakeforyou.Youwill

get40%ofthemoneypaidbytheclientandIwill

get60%.”

Londy:“wow,that’shuge.”

Dakota:“yeahthankyouverymuch.Butweshould

continuethischatsomeothertimebecausethe

hostisalreadygivingusthedeathstare.”Weall

laugh.

Audrey:“whowillbedesigningyourweddinggown

Lwah?”

Lwah:“Ifirsthavetoestablishwhattypeofa



weddinggownIamlookingfor.ThenIwillknow

whoIwanttodesignit.Somedesignersexcelina

specifictypeofadress.MaybeadesignerfromPE

isaproindesigningCinderellagowns,maybea

designerfromLimpopoisaproindesigning

mermaidgowns.Thetypeofdresswilldetermine

mydesigner.”

Judith:“youaresosmart.Mostbridestendtohave

thismentalitythatmaybedesignerBonesisagreat

weddingdressdesignerbutattheendoftheday,

theyendupwearinguglygowns.Andit’sall

becausethedesignercan’tspecifywhichdresses

he/sheexcelsin.”

Audrey:“youwillonlyhaveonedress?”

Lwah:“Idon’tknowyet.”

Noluh:“what’syouridealbridalshower?”

Lwah:“adayandnightatthehotelwithmygirls.

Doingallsortsoffunactivities.Attheendofthe



daygettingmassagesfromthespaandpartyingtill

thesuncomesup.”

Thandeka:“consideritdone.”

Lwah:“YAY!”sheraisesherhandsintheairtoshow

herexcitement.

Dakota:“abridalshowerandabacheloretteparty

aretwodifferentoccasions.Abridalshower

involvesthebride’sfriendsandfamilyshowering

herwithgifts.Thereisnothingexoticaboutit.Then

thebachelorettepartyisyournightoutinLas

Vegas.”

Lwah:“doesthatmeanIwillhaveabridalshower

duringthedayandabachelorettepartyandnight?”

Dakota:“precisely.”

Fortunate:“damngirl.Youjusttookmebackto

school.”Dakotalaughs.

Judith:“youdon’thaveflowergirls?”Lwah’seyes

popout.



Lwah:“guyswhydon’tyouhavekids?”welaughat

her.

Nolby:“Fortunatedoeshaveadaughter.”

Lwah:“that’sgreat.Weneedasecondone.”

Me:“thereisNangamso’sdaughter.”Nangamsois

auntThembelihle’sfirstborn.Herdaughterisvery

beautifulandadorable,sheis5yearsold.

Lwah:“sheisalsoperfect.Youguysneedtoget

pregnant.Wecan’tgoallthewaytoSwazilandjust

tofetchaflowergirleverytimethereisawedding.”

Wealllaugh.

Wecontinueeating,drinkingandchatting.Lateron

wegoourseparateways.Ireceiveatextfrom

Tristintellingmetopassbyhisapartment.Idrive

thereandfindhimsittingshirtlessonthecouch.I

amtipsyandhorny,sotheminutemyeyeslandon

hisbarechest,Ifeelmycookiegettingwetterand

wetterbytheminute.Imovefurtherintheroomand

sitnexttohim.HeturnsdowntheTVvolumeand

turnstolookatme.Ismilewidelyandhejust



laughs.

Him:“you’retipsy.”Igiggleandstraddlehislap.

Me:“maybe.”Hecontinueslaughing.

Him:“youlooksoadorablycuterightnow.”He

plantsababykissonmylips.

Me:“Iloveyou.”

Him:“Iloveyoutoo.Anywaysthereisagaladinner

atthestudionextFriday.I’dlikeyoutobemydate.”

Me:“that’sshortnoticebaby.WhereamIgoingto

getadress?WhenamIgoingtogettimetodomy

hair?Youarestressingmerightnow.”

Him:“Iwillneverletyoustressmylove.Ialready

haveboughtadress,heelsandjewelryforyou.I

havealsomadeahousecallappointmentwithour

stylistandmake-upartistfromthestudio.Relax.I

havegoteverythingcovered.Allyouneedtodois

justshowup.”



Me:“okay.”

Him:“whendoyouwantustogetmarried?”

Me:“let’snotrushthingsbabe.Wearestillyoung

andIdon’tthinkMaNdlovuisreadytoloseherolder

daughterstomarriageatthesametime.”

Him:“howmanyyearsshouldIwait?”

Me:“beforeIgetmarriedIwanttograduate,which

ishappeningnextyear.ThenIwanttobuymyown

place.Ilovelivingatafarmhouse,it’speacefuland

calm.Iwouldn’tmindalsobuyingafarmhousebutI

don’thaveenoughmoney,soIwouldbuyahouse

inSowetoorTembisainthetimebeing.Ialsowant

Dakotaandmetoacquireskillsthatwillbenefitour

business.Wewanttolearnhowtodecorate,howto

cookforanentireevent.Wewanttoexpandour

businessintosomethinghugeotherthanplanning.

Wealsowantaphotographerwhowillworkwithus,

wealsowanttobuystufflikecoldrooms,frame

tents,allthosethingsyouneedforplanningan

event.WhatImeanisthatIwanttosuccessful



beforeIgetmarried.”

Him:“IgetyouandIadmireyouforthatverymuch.

JustsoyouknowIwillbeherewithyoueverystep

ofthewayandIwillsupportyouineverything.”

Me:“thankyoumylove.”wekiss.

.

.

.
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Iam5weekspregnantbuttherearenosignsonmy

bodyshowingthatthereissomeonegrowinginside

me.Mybellyisstillflat.Iamprayingandhoping



thatitstaysthiswaytillmyweddingsothatIdon’t

ruintheannouncementtobae.Rightnowweare

sittingatmyofficeatFestsandwearewaitingfor

DakotaandLondy.Iwassurprisedbyhimbecause

heshowedinterestinactuallyplanningthewedding.

Noteveryonegetsamanwhowantstobepartof

theweddingplanningsoIamblessedbahlali.

Him:“sowhatcoloursarewegoingwith?”

Me:“Iwantaroyalthemedwedding.Therearethree

colourschemesinmind.Royalblueandwhite.

Emeraldgreenwithgoldandwhite.Thereisalso

Navyandgold.Iloveallofthem.Soyoushould

decide.”

Him:“asmuchasnavyisourfavoritecolour,ithas

beenusedsomanytimes.Emeraldgreenwithgold

andwhiteseemsuniqueandbeautiful.SoIneedto

weararoyalsuit?”

Me:“somethingclosetothatbecauseIwillalsobe

wearingaCinderellagownwithatiara,youbetter



findacrownfitforaking.Onsecondthoughts,you

aregoingtobuyacrownformeandIwillbuy

yours.”Helaughs.

Him:“Ican’twaitforthiswedding.”

Me:“wewillprobablymakethefrontpageof

IsolezweorDrum.”

Him:“orIcanjustgetthemediatodoacoverageof

ourwedding.”

Me:“youcandothat?”

Him:“IhavewontheBestBusinessmaninGauteng

AwardsobasicallyIamacelebrity.”Ichuckle.

Me:“blowingyourownhornhuh?”healsochuckles.

Him:“wehavetogobuyweddingrings.Wewillbuy

thematMynhardtsDiamonds.Ihavealreadyseen

theoneIwant.”

Me:“butIamtheonewhoisgoingtochoosearing

foryou.”



Him:“youknowmytasteandIknowyourssoIam

prettysurethatyouwillchoosetheoneIwant.”

Me:“weshouldstartpracticingforourfirstdance

becauseIknowthatwebotharecluelesswhenit

comestoballroomdancing.”

Him:“Iwillfindachoreographerforus.”Dakotaand

Londymaketheirwayinandsitdown.

Dakota:“gooddayourbeautifulcouple.”

Londeka:“howareyoutoday?”

Him:“wearegood.”

Me:“beforeyoushowuswhatyouhaveforus,we

wannatellyouthatwehavechosenacolour

scheme.”

Londy:“really?Whatisit?”

Me:“Emeraldgreenwithgoldandwhite.”Dakota

turnstoLondywithasmirk.

Dakota:“Itoldyou.”



Londy:“butnavyisyourfavoritecolour.”

Vuyo:“stillis,butwewantgreenforourwedding.”

Londy:“okay.Doyouhaveavenueinmind?”

Me:“SingitaBouldersLodgeinMpumalanga.”

Dakota:“thatplaceisbeautiful.”

Me:“IhaveneverbeentherebutIwasimpressedby

whatIsawonGoogle.”

Londy:“okay,wewillcheckit’savailabilityassoon

aswegetoutofhere.Shouldwenotgetit,what’s

yoursecondchoice?”

Me:“wewillgowithKuunganaBushLodge.”

Londy:“great.Whatotheryourpreferencesdoyou

guyshave?”

Vuyo:“it’saroyalthemedweddingsojustmake

surethatthedécorpeoplesticktothetheme.After

securingthevenue,makesuretheinvitesare

availablesoonafter.Ifpossible,pleasecheckifyou



canbookthewholelodgebecauseweneedour

privacy.”

Dakota:“howmanyguestsareyouexpecting?”

Me:“maximumis150.Wedon’twantchaos.We

wantanorganized,neatwedding.Aweddingfitfor

akingandqueen,asitsthemestates.”

Londy:“shallweusethecatererfortheengagement

partyorthelodgestaffwilldothecatering?”

Vuyo:“aftersecuringthevenue,wewillthendecide

aboutthecatering.Theguyswhodidthedécorat

theengagementpartyweregoodsopleasebook

them.”

Dakota:“noted.Pleasegothroughthesecakesand

choosewhichoneyouwant.”Shehandsusthe

cakescatalogue.Wepagethroughitandwechoose

thecakeandshowittoher.It’safivetiercake.

“Goodchoice.Youguyswillgofortastinginearly

December.Whichflavorsdoyouprefer?”



Vuyo:“caramel,redvelvet,vanilla,bluevelvet,

what’sthelastflavoryouwantbaby?”

Me:“thetoptiershouldbearainbowone,likethe

WooliesRainbowcake.”theybothjotdown

everything.

Londy:“whichcelebritieswillbeperformingthere?”

Me:“Sha-Sha,AmiFaku,AubreyQwanaandBerita.

Pleasebookthemonceyouaresurethatwehave

thevenue.”

Vuyo:“NathiMankayiwillbeperformingatthe

matrimonialceremony.”

Me:“IalsowantKabzaDeSmall,evenifit’sfor10

minutes.”

Dakota:“therearesomeofthedécorpicturesthat

matchesyourcolourscheme.Iftheyarenotgood

enoughforyou,wewillgosearchforothers.”She

handsusanothercatalogue.Wegothroughit

together.

Vuyo:“Ilovethisone,it’sbeautiful.It’sclassyand



elegantandfitsourthemeperfectly.”Hesays

pointingatpictures.

Me:“you’reright.”

Londy:“wewillworkwithdifferentdécorcompanies

becausethereisn’tonewhowillcaterallour

needs.”

Dakota:“wherewillyoubuythebridesmaids’

dressesandgroomsmensuits?”

Me:“WeddingandSuitInternationalinGermiston.

Pleasebookanappointmentforus.Preferablyon

thefirstweekofNovember.”

Dakota:“youalreadyknowthecoloursofthesuits

andthedresses?”

Me:“bothwillbeemeraldgreenwithatouchofgold

hereandthere.Wenababyyouwillhavetowear

anothercolour.”

Londy:“whoisyourweddingphotographer?”

Vuyo:“GodideMediaStudio.”



Dakota:“Ithinkwehaveeverythingweneedfornow.

Wewillcomebacktoyouwithfeedbackregarding

thevenueandweneedtheguestlistsoplease

compileittonight.Whowillbeplanningthe

traditionalwedding?”

Vuyo:“wewillaskyoutobooksomeofthethings

butmostthingswillbedonebyuspersonally.”

Londy:“okay.ItwasnicemeetingyoufutureMr.

andMrs.Sithole.”

Me:“thepleasurewasalloursMs.andfutureMrs.

Muller.”Theybothlaughandheadout.“BabyIam

hungry.”

Vuyo:“whatdoyouwanttoeatmylove?”

Me:“preferablyyou.”Helaughs.“Iamkidding.

PleaseorderMcDonald’sBigN’TastyandaBig

MacwithMcflurrysmarties.”

Vuyo:“okay.”Hetakesouthisphoneandplacesthe

order.Iamgladheisnotquestioningmyappetite

today.



THANDEKA

It’sthelastweekofOctoberandwearehaving

dinneratSizwe’shouseinDurbanwithSizwe’s

parentsandsiblings.Heisnotthatclosetohisown

siblingsfromhismotherwhichIfailtounderstand

why.Iamtheonecookinghopingtomakean

impressiontomyinlaws.MaNokukhanyacalled

meearlieron.ShesaidifSizwe’smotherdoesn’t

acceptmethenshewillgladlyadoptmeasher

daughterinlaw.Ilovehersomuchbecausesheis

verysimilartoLwandeka,withaheartofgoldanda

welcomingpersonality.

AnywaysIfinishcookingandthenheadupstairsto

change.IgetdressedinmyVersaceMedusa

Accentblackknitdressandblacksandals.Iamnot

wearingadoekbecauseaccordingtoculture,you

don’twearadoektoyourinlawsuntiltheyhave

boughtitforyou.Ijustcombmybrownbobwig

nicelyandheadtoSizwe’sstudy.Igetinsideandhe



quicklyraiseshisheadwhenhenoticesmy

presence.Hestandsupwithasmileonhisfaceand

comestostandinfrontofme.Hecaressesmy

cheeks.

Him:“youlookbeautifulmywife.”Ialsosmile.

Me:“wellthankyouhusband.Youontheotherhand

don’tlookthepart.”Helaughs.Heiswearing

sweatpantsandashortsleevelooset-shirt.

Him:“whatisthatsupposedtomean?”

Me:“youknowexactlywhatitmeans.”

Him:“theyaremyfamilysoIreallydon’tcarewhatI

wearintheirpresence.”Irollmyeyes.Thedoorbell

rings.“Lookslikeourguestsarehere.When

Lindiwegivesyouattitude,don’tmindher.”Every

timehespeaksabouthismom,healwayssays

‘Lindiwe’.Hehasneverreferredtoherasmom.He

pullsmedownstairstowardsthefrontdoorandhe

opensit.Hissiblingsjustwalkpasthimwithout



greetingandtheirmotherfollowsbehindthem.

Okay,whatjusthappened?Thisisgoingtobea

longnight.Hisfathersmilesandextendshishand.

Heshakeshisfather’shand.

Sizwe:“Qwabe.”

Muzi:“Phakathwayo.”Afterhandshakingtheybro

hugeachother.Heturnstomewithasmile.“How

areyoumakoti?”

Me:“Iamfinebaba.Howareyou?”

Muzi:“wearestillbreathingsowehavenoreason

tocomplain.”

Sizwe:“comeinbaba.”Hegetsinandweallheadto

theloungewhereeveryoneisseated.“Evening

momandsisters.”Wealsositdown.

Muzi:“whyareyougreetingthem?Theyshouldbe

theonesgreetingyoubecausetheyareinyour

house.”Hisyoungersibling,Sandisiwewhois8

yearsold,rollshereyes.Isn’tshetooyoungtohave



suchattitude?Aybokunjanikulelikhaya?Theother

oneisSenzelwe,sheis12yearsold.

Senzelwe:“Iamsorryfornotgreeting.Hellobhuty

andsisi.”Shesoundssincerebutshecould’ve

greetedatthedoor.

Sizwe:“whatever.AnywaysthisisThandekaSithole,

myfiancé.ShelivesinSandton.Babythisismy

fatherMr.Mnguni,mymotherMaNdlovuandmy

littlesistersSandisiweandSenzelwe.”

Senzelwe:“nicetomeetyousisi.IamSenzelwe.”

Theirbrothertoldmeaboutthem.Healsotoldme

abouthisyoungerbrotherwhois18yearsold.He

stayswithhismotherbecauseheisnot

MaNdlovu’sson.

Me:“letmegoandsetupthetable.”

MaNdlovu:“whocooked?”Icanseethatshe

doesn’tlikemealready,orelseshewouldhave

greetedmeorevenhuggedmeorevensmiled.



Me:“Idid.”

MaNdlovu:“mmh.”Istandupandheadtothe

kitchen.IsendLwahatext‘monsterinlawinthe

house’.Sherepliesinstantlywithlaughingemojis

andatextsaying‘uzobastrong’.Ilaughandputthe

phonedown.

Senzelwe:“isthataSamsungGalaxyNote20?”she

asksinashockedtonebehindme.Iturnandsmile

ather.

Me:“yesitis.”

Senzelwe:“Iwassentheretohelpyousetupthe

tablebutcanIpleaseholdyourphone?Evenifit’s

foraminute.”Ilaughandhandittoher.

Luckilythereisnoincriminatingevidenceonthis

phone.Ihave3phoneswhichIoperatewith.I

boughtthisphonewhenIcamebackfromRussia

soitdoesn’tevenhavenumbersofmyexfuck

buddies.Idishthefoodincasseroledishesand



placethemonthecounter.Itaketwoofthemand

goplacetheminthediningtable.Senzelwefinally

putsmyphonedownandhelpsmewithcarrying

everythingtothetable.Whenwearedoneshe

headstotheloungetocallherfamily.Igotothe

kitchenandtakeoutthejuicejugfromthefridge.I

findthemsittingaroundthetable.Iplacethejuice

onthetableandstartdishingforeveryone.Ifinish

dishingandthentakeaseatnexttoSizwe.

Sizwe:“thislooksdelicious.”Ijustsmileandstart

eating.

MaNdlovu:“soThandekawhatdoyoudofora

living?”

Me:“meandmybrotherownclubsandrestaurants

inGauteng,DurbanandCapeTown.Wehave

recentlyboughtanotheroneinPortElizabeth.”

Muzi:“impressive.Wheredoyourparentsliveat?”

Me:“theydiedyearsago.It’sjustmeandmy

brothernow.TheylivedinBarklyWestinNorthern

Cape.”



Senzelwe:“yougrewupinNorthernCape?”Ismile

andnod.“DoyouknowhowtospeakAfrikaans?”

Me:“Lwandekaaskedusthesamequestion.Of

courseIdo.Intheschoolsweattended,Afrikaans

wasconsideredasahomelanguagesowearevery

fluentinit.”

Sandisiwe:“canyousayasentenceinAfrikaans?”I

laughather.

Me:“julleisalbeibaiemooi,whichsimplemeans

thatyoubothareverybeautiful.”Theybothsmile

shyly.

MaNdlovu:“soyouareacoloured?”

Me:“noma.MyfatherwasaZulumanandmy

motherwasaXhosawoman,soIamanAfrican

woman,notacoloured.”

Muzi:“yourbrotherisWawa’shusband?”

Me:“yebobaba.”



MaNdlovu:“howlonghaveyoutwobeendating?”

Sizwe:“weneverdated.Wegottoknoweachother,

wentonafewdatesandafterthatIproposed

becauseIdidn’tseetheneedoftakingtimeto

‘knowher’.SheisaphenomenalwomansoI

couldn’twastemytime.IknewIhadtoproposeand

Iamwillingtomarryhernextyear.”

Muzi:“welcometothefamilymakoti.”Hesmiles

andIalsosmilewhilelookingdown.

WecontinueeatingandIlaterservedessert.From

whatIhaveobserved,MaNdlovudoesn’tlikeme

thatmuch.Herhusbandisverykindandwelcoming,

soarehissisters.Ialsocan’twaittomeethis

brother.TomorrowheisdrivingmetoEmpangeni,

that’swhereLwandekaandherbridesmaidsare

meetingthedesignerwhowillbedesigningtheir

dressesforumkhehloandthetraditionalwedding.

Heinsistedondrivingmetherebecausehewanted

metocomebackhere.Hesaidhehassomething

plannedformybirthdayandhewantsustospend



thedaytogether.Ihaveneverspentmybirthday

withsomeonespecial.Ithasalwaysbeenme,my

bottleandacoupleoffriendsandwewoulddrink

untilthesuncomesoutthefollowingday.Thisis

definitelyanewexperiencebutIwouldn’ttradeit

foranything.

Thefamilyfinallyleavesandwebothheadtoour

room.Wetakeashowerandthenwegetunderthe

covers.Wedon’tmakelove,wejustwrapour

bodiesaroundeachotherandwaitforsleepto

finallytakeover.

.
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THANDEKA

ThenextmorningIheaddownstairsafter

fresheningupandmakingthebed.Sizwehasgone

foramorningjog.Ididn’tjoinhimbecauseIwas

lazy.Igettothekitchenandfindayoungman

sittingonthecountereatingcerealwithhiseyes

gluedtohisphone.

Me:“morning.”Heraiseshisheadandgivesmea

boredexpression.Don’ttellmehealsohasan

attitude.Kantewhat’supwithMuzi’sseed?

Him:“soyouareoneofmybrother’sbedwarmers?”

heaskswithhiseyebrowsraised.Aybohedoesn’t

evenknowmeandheisalreadyinsultingme.I

shouldprobablycalmdownbeforeIbreakhisnose.

Me:“ifheputsaringoneverywomanwhohas

beenonhisbedthenIguessIamabedwarmer.”



Herollshiseyes.

Him:“Iamprettysureyouarehereforhismoney.

Heisaveryruthlessmansoyoubetterleavebefore

hefindsoutyouareafterhismoney.”Ishouldn’tbe

offendedbythisbutIhaveneverbeeninsultedbya

youngmanorladyeversinceIbecameTheLioness.

Ichuckleangrilyandpunchhimonthespace

betweenhiseyes.Thattakeshimbysurpriseand

sendshimstraighttothefloorwithhisbutt.Idon’t

givehimthetimetorecover,Iquicklykickhis

stomachacoupleoftimesthensquatnexttohim

andstranglehimwithbothhands.

Me:“Iamkind,patientandopenbuttheminuteyou

insultmeallthatgoesoutthedoorandIteachyou

manners.Ifyouevertalktomelikethat,youwill

meetyourancestorsverysoonthananticipated.I

hatebeingdisrespected.IfyouthinkIwillletyou

walkallovermebecauseIloveyourbrother,then

clearlyyouneedtodoaresearchaboutwho

ThandekaSitholeis.Andbeforeyoulabelmeasa

goaldigger,askGoogletotellyoumynetworth.”I



standupandstartpreparingbreakfast.Hisbrother

getsinwhilethebratisstillonthefloor.Hequickly

rushestohimandhelphimstand.

Sizwe:“what’supNdabe?Whataredoingonthe

floor?Whyisyournosebleeding?Didyouguysget

attackedwhileIwasgone?”Icontinuecookingwith

mybackagainstthem.

Me:“heinsultedmeandIretaliated.Hebehaved

likeagirlsoIdisciplinedhimlikeagirl.IfI

disciplinedlikeamanhewould’vebeenonhisway

totheERrightnow.”

Sizwe:“whatdidyousaytoherNdabe?”heclears

histhroat.

Ndabe:“Iamsorrybhuti.Ithoughtshewasanother

Nthabi.”

Sizwe:“doyousee‘ANOTHERNTHABI’writtenon

herforehead?”

Ndabe:“no.”hesaysinalowtone.



Sizwe:“apologizetohernow.”Iturn.

Me:“Idon’tcareabouthisapologybabe.Ihave

taughthimalessonthathewillneverforgetevenin

hisafterlife.Nowgoandbathsothatwecaneat

andthenleave.”Sizwesighsandheadsupstairs.

Thebratrubsthebackofhisneckwhilehisother

handisholdinghisnose.

Ndabe:“Iamreallysorrysisi.Pleaseforgiveme.

Bhutiwon’ttalktomeuntilyouforgiveme.”Irollmy

eyesandcontinuewithmycooking.

Me:“gocleanyournose.It’snotattractive.”

LWANDEKA

Simamisojustfinishedtakingourmeasurements.

Weareallsittinganddrinkingrefreshments.We

haveshownherthedresseswewant.Bytheway,

thegangbroughttheirowncoolerbox.Theyare

suchawholemood.WetookoffatJHBat7am

becausewewantedtoarrivehereduringtheday.



Theyhavebeendrinkingalltheway.Luckilybae

askedDanverstodriveus.Atfirsthewashisusual

quietselfbuttheladiesmanagedtocrackhim.He

wasevenmakingjokesonthewayhere.Thandeka

camewithSizwebecauseshewasinDurban.Heis

currentlysitingintheH1,talkingtoDanvers.

Ihavealreadytoldherthatthedesignofthedress

forumembesowillcomewithbae.Iamhopingand

prayingthatitisbeautifulbecauseifit’snot,thenI

won’ttakepictureswithit.ButItrustbaeandhis

fashionsense.PlusheknowswhatIlikeanddon’t

like.

Thandeka:“youwon’tbelievewhathappenedthis

morning.”Shetoldusaboutthedinnerwiththein

laws.Inmyperspective,IthinkNcanebehaved.

Phelathatwomanhassomedevilbloodcoursing

throughherveins.Iamjustgladshedidn’tmake

anymeancommentsbecauseThandekacanbe

veryshorttemperedandshecanbeviolentto



whomeverthatpissesheroff.Shecanalsounleash

TheLionesswhenevershewants.

Judith:“dotellbabes.”

Thandeka:“soIgetdownstairsandfindNdabe,

Sizwe’syoungerbrothersittingonthecounter

eatingcereal.”IhavemetNdabeafewtimes.We

haveneverreallyinteracted.Heisaquietyoung

manandhelikestokeepthingstohimself.“Igreet

himandhejustinsultsme.Igotmadsopunched

him,hefellandthenIkickedhimonthestomach.”

Fortunate:“that’sthespirit.These2ksarevery

disrespectful.”

Simamiso:“didhegreetyouback?”

Thandeka:“thebratdidn’tgreetback.Hecalledme

hisbrother’sbedwarmerandagolddigger.”

Me:“didn’ttakehimasaspoiledbrat.Didn’ttake

himasanythingreally.Wehavemetacoupleof

timesandweonlygreetedeachother.Youdidwell



byhittinghim.Hewilllearn.”Theylaugh.“Bythe

waymyfiancéandhisgroomsmenwillcomeon

Wednesday.Theywillshowyouwhattheywant.If

it’suglypleaseforwardthepicturestomesothat

wecanchangeit.Phelathisismywedding.Iwantit

tobebeautiful.”Theyalllaugh.Ipaythefullprice

foreverything.Wechillforafewminutesandthen

weheadtothecar.Iquicklyheadbackinsidethe

house.

Simamiso:“didyouleavesomethingbehind?”

Me:“no.thethingisIampregnantsoIwillmaybe

comebacksothatwecanmakealterationstomy

dressesshouldIgainweight.FornowIamstill

goodbutwiththeappetiteIhave,Ithinkbytheend

ofNovemberIwouldhavegainedafewkilos.”

Simamiso:“relax.Iwillmakesureyoulookgoodon

yourdays.”

Me:“ifyouneedextramaterialspleasedon’t

hesitatetocallsothatIcandepositmoremoney.”



Simamiso:“okaysisi.”

Me:“bye.”Igetout.Ifindthegangplayingmusic

anddancingoutsidethebus.SizweandDanvers

areleaningonSizwe’scarandchattingaboutGod

knowswhat.“CanwepleaseheadtoNandos?Iam

starving.”

Dakota:“youknowwhereit’slocated?”

Me:“yeah.Wedidspend4yearsheresoweknow

mostplacesaroundEmpangeni,RichardsBayand

Esikhawini.”

Theycontinuedchattingandlaughing.Seeingthe

mutuallovebetweenallofthemmademe

emotional.Wehaven’tbeenfriendsforsolongbut

nowwedomostthingstogether,likeatruesquad.

AudreyandJudithdidn’tcarethatweareblack.

Theyweresocomfortableandfreeandthey

actuallyregardedusashumans.Aviwealsodidn’t

feelleftout,Jobepromotedhertobeingthe

managerafterThandekaleft.Iloveallofmygirls



andIreallyhopeourfriendshipgrowsandwedon’t

driftapart.

Dakota:“whyareyoucrying?”Ididn’tevenrealize

thatIamcrying.Theyallturntome,lookingatme

withpityandsympathy.Iwipemytears.

Me:“Iamjusthappyaboutthefriendshipwehave.

Weallpossessdifferentpersonalities,wecome

fromdifferentbackgrounds,wedodifferentjobs,

andweliveindifferentplaces.Butthelovewe

shareiswhatmakesusthesame.Weallmaybe

didn’tknowthatwewouldbefriendsuntilwe

actuallymeteachother.Becauseofthisfriendship

wehavesomanyshoulderstoleanon.Wehave

gainedasisterhood.IloveyouguyssomuchandI

praythatwedon’tdriftapart,thatwestaystrong

andalwaysbethereforeachother.”whenIfinish

talkingmostofthemarewipingtheirowntears.

Audrey:“whydidyouhavetobesopersonal?”we

allgiggle.



Thandeka:“let’sgoeatbeforeyoustartcrying

aboutbeinghungry.”Ilaughatherandweallclimb

intothecarsandthendrivetoNandoswhichisat

Empangenitown.

.

.

.

IwashappywhenLondyandDakotasecuredthe

initialweddingvenue.Wealsowenttoshopforthe

bridesmaids’dressesandgroomsmensuits.Idon’t

knowwhatbae’stuxwilllooklikebutItrusthis

styleandIknowthathewillsticktothetheme.We

havealreadyboughtourweddingrings.After

umkhehlohesaidweshouldgogetmarriedatthe

HomeAffairssothatwewon’tworryaboutthe

marriagecertificateafterourwedding.Iagreedwith

him,afterallIamMrs.Sitholeaccordingtothe

undergroundgang.

YesterdaywasThandeka’sbirthday.Shespentthe

wholedaywithherfiancé.Isenthergifttobe



deliveredatSizwe’sdoorstepfirstthinginthe

morning.Afterreceivingit,shescreamedsomuch

andIthinkshealsocried.Shewassohappyabout

thesurprisethatSizwehadinstoreforher.She

keptpostingpicturesandvideosabouttheir

adventures.Whatwasmorebeautifulisthatmost

placesthattheywenttowereclosed,sotheyspent

qualitytimetogetheralone.

TodayweareattheShiftingSandsAfricanCouture

formyweddingdresses.Iendedupchoosingthis

placebecauseIwasimpressedbywhatIsawon

Google.Ionlywantthereceptiondresseshere.I

wenttoCapeTownlastweekforanappointment

withElbethGillis.Sheistheonedesigningmyroyal

Cinderellaweddinggown.Sheistheonlyonewhom

ItrustthatcanpullofftheexactdesignIwant.I

wenttherealonebecausemygownwillbea

surprisetoeveryoneelse.EvenElbethdidn’thaveit

inherboutique.Shehadtodesignitfromscratch.

Anywayswegetinsidetheshop.



Iamwithmymom,auntThembelihle,Londyand

Nolby.Iwantmanypeopletobesurprisedand

amazedbymydressessothat’swhyIbroughtless

peopletotheboutique.WearewelcomedbyLerato

whoisaconsultant.

Lerato:“goodmorningandwelcometoShifting

SandsAfricanCouture.HowcanIassistyou?”

Londy:“wearelookingfor2weddingdressesfor

her.”Shesayspointingatme.

Lerato:“wellhellomybride.”Shehooksherarmon

mine.“Pleasecomewithme.”sheleadsustoa

loungeandwesitdown.“Someonewillserveyou

refreshmentsshortly.Beforewestart,mayIask

whatyournameisandwhoyouareherewith?”

Me:“IamLwandekaMnguni,soontobeSithole.I

amherewithmymother,myaunt,mysisterandmy

bestfriend.”Ipointatthemonebyone.Sheshakes

handswiththem.



Lerato:“sowhatexactlyareyoulookingfor?”

Me:“Iwantawhitemermaidlacewithspaghetti

strapsdress.”

Lerato:“youaresoluckybecauseIhavejustseen

theexactdressthatyouwant.Whataboutthe

secondone?”

Me:“ashortflaredress,alsowithspaghettistraps

butitmusthaveaV-neck.Morelikeapromdress

becauseIwillwanttobefreeafterbeingsqueezed

intomyfirst2dresses.”

Lerato:“whatisyourbudget?”

Me:“screwthebudget.AslongasIlookgoodand

feelgoodonmyweddingday.Whetherit’s20kor

50kIdon’tcare.”

Londy:“SBWLukubawuwe.”Wealllaugh.

Lerato:“whatsizedoyouwear?”

Me:“34.”



Lerato:“letmejustgoandlookforyourdresses

andIwillcomebackonceIhavetheminyour

dressingroom.”Inodandsheleaves.Ayoungman

comeswithajuicejugandglasses,hegreetsus

andhepoursthejuiceforeveryone.Hegivesusthe

glassesandhealsoleaves.

Nolby:“thisjuiceisnice.Idon’tmindcomingback

forit.”Shefinishesdrinkingthejuiceandpours

anotherone.Welaughather.

Leratocomesbackafewminuteslater.Shesignals

thatIfollowher.Iplacemybagandmyphone

whereIwasseatedandfollowher.Wegetina

dressingroomandmydressesarethere.Theyare

exactlywhatIwaslookingfor.Iquicklytakeoffmy

maxidressandheelsandtryonthefirstone,which

isthemermaiddress.Leratohelpsmewithtyingit

intheback.ShegivesmesomeheelssothatIcan

seehowlongitisactually.Iwearthemandshe

givesmeabouquet.Iheadbacktothelonguewith

herholdingmytail.Nolbyscreamsassoonasshe

seesme.Iturnmybackonthemandstareatmy



reflectiononthefloortoceilingmirrorinfrontofme.

Thisdressscreamssexy,hot,andbeautiful.Iturn

backtothefam.

Me:“whatdoyouthink?”

Thembelihle:“it’sperfectWawa.”

Londy:“itissobeautiful.Youaresobeautiful.”

Nolby:“youmakemewannagetmarriedsoon.”We

alllaugh.Momstandsupandcomestohugme

withtearsstreamingdownhercheeks.

Mom:“youlookbeautifulmyprincess.Iamso

happythatyouaregettingmarriedtotheloveof

yourlife.Idon’twannatalklongbecauseIwillend

upcrying.”

Me:“youarealreadycrying.”Igigglewithtearson

myeyes.“Iloveyoumom.”

Mom:“IloveyoutooMafungwasewami.”Shegoes

backtoherseat.



Lerato:“soisthatayestothedress?”Ilaugh.

Me:“yes.Iamtakingit.”

Lerato:“YAY!Nowlet’sgobackandtryonthe

secondone.”Weheadbacktothedressingroom.I

getdressedintheseconddressandIgetthesame

reactionthatIgotfromthefirstonefrommyfamily.

Ifinallytakeitoffandputbackmymaxidress.

Me:“canyoupleasecalltheseamstressforme?”

Lerato:“okaysisi.”Isitonthechairinthedressing

roomandsheheadsout.Afewminuteslatershe

comesbackwithawhiteladywhohaveatape

measureoverherneck.Iassumesheisthe

manager.

Manager:“gooddaybeautifulbride.”Ismile.

Me:“hi.Iambuyingthesetwodresses.Mywedding

isonthe30thofDecember.Iamnotleavingwith

themtodaybecauseIampregnant.I’dlikethemto

stayhereintheboutiqueandIwillcomeonce2



weekssothatyoucantakemynewmeasurements.

IwilltryandnoteatexcessivelysothatIcanlook

beautifulinmyweddingdress.”

Manager:“evenifyouareasize38,youwillstill

lookgorgeous.Insteadofcomingregularlyhere,

youcancomeofthe23rdofDecembersothatifthe

sizeIassumeyouwillbewearingdoesn’tfit,wewill

stillhavetimetomakealterationsandyourdress

won’tbecomeuglyduetothemanyalterations

madeinit.”

Me:“okaythankyouverymuch.SowheredoIpay?”

Manager:“atthefrontdesk.Leratowillshowyou.”I

standupandshakeherhand.

Me:“thankyouverymuch.”LeratoandIheadtothe

frontdesk.Imakethefullpaymentandthenwe

leavetheboutique.

.

.

.



#MyKnight

[11/21,10:42] :Chapter58

Todayisthebigday.Umkhehlo.TheZuluculture

statesthatthebrideandhercrewmuststayoutside

thehouse,underatree,withalltheirattires.Thatis

wheretheywillgetdresses.Theyareservedwith

breakfastunderthattree.Sincetherearenotrees

nearmyfather’shouse,webought3heavyduty

gazebosandcombinedtheminto1largegazebo.

That’swhereweareseated.Ihavehiredagroupof

girlswhowillalsobedancingwithustodaysothat

theeventwilllookbeautiful.Whenbaeheardthat

wewillbesittingoutdoorshesentsomeoneto

bringasleepingbagtome,sothoughtful.Usually

peoplestartwithumembesothenitisfollowedby

umkhehlobutwearestartingwithumkhehlo.



Iamelevenweekspregnant.IamgladthatIamnot

showing.Butmyassandbreastsarebiggerthan

usual.Ofcoursebaeisobsessedwiththem.He

literallycan’ttakehishandsoffmyasseverytime

wearetogether.Mybellyisgrowingbutslowly.It

stilldoesn’tshowthatthereisasoulgrowinginside

ofme.IhavedecidedthatafterumkhehloIwillhit

thegymsothatIwon’tbeaballoononmywedding

day.Nangamsocomestothetentwithherbeautiful

princessfollowingher.

Nangamso:“theinlawshavearrivedsopleasestart

preparingyourselves.Theelderswillcomeand

dressyouupsoonWawa.”

Me:“okaysisi.”SheleavesandIsuddenlyfeel

emotional.Ihaven’tseenbaeinaweek,sohearing

thatheishereactuallybringtearsintomyeyes.

NolbyseesthatIamcryingandshewipesmytears.

Nolby:“whatisitbabes?”



Me:“Imisshimsomuch.”

Nolby:“butyouaregoingtoseehimtoday.”Ishake

myheadwhiletearscontinuestreamingdownmy

cheeks.

Me:“makesnodifference.”Shetakesoutherphone

anddialsanumber.

Nolby:“Jobeyourwifeiscrying…Idon’tknow,she

saysshemissesyou…okayfine.”Shehandsmethe

phone.“Hewantstotalktoyou.”Ishakemyhead

noagain.“Stopbeingchildishandtalktoyourman

beforeheforcefullycomesherebecauseyouknow

hecan’tstandyourtears.”Itakethephoneandput

itagainstmyearwithoututteringasingleword.

Him:“mysweetrose.”Hearinghisvoicemakes

thingsworseandIbegintosob.Nolbyrollsher

eyes.Shedoesn’tunderstandhowmuchIlovethis

manandhowmuchImisshim.“Babywhat’swrong?

Areyouokay?Didsomethinghappen?”Ifinally

forcemyvoicetocomeout.



Me:“no.Iamfinemunchie.Ijustmissyousomuch

mylove.”

Him:“ncoohImissyoutoo.Relaxwewillseeeach

othersoon.IhavegivenyourparceltoLwando,he

willbebringingittoyousoon.”Mylipsformasmile.

Me:“whatparcel?”

Him:“it’sasurprisebaby.ListenIhavetogo.Ilove

yousomuch.”

Me:“Iloveyoumoremunchie.”

Him:“that’simpossible,butIwillletitslidefor

today.Later.”Hehangsup.IhandNolbyherphone

back.

Nolby:“mygodchildissodramatic.”Ilaugh.

Me:“leavemychildalonetuh.”Ifeellikeanidiot.

FewminutesagoIwascryingandnowIam

laughing.Ayypregnancycanturnyouinto

somethingyoudon’trecognize.Agirlwhoisalso

fromthedancinggroupcomeswheremyfriends



andIareseatedandkneelsbeforemewithabasket

onherhands.

Girl:“thiswasbroughtbyyourlittlebrother.Hesaid

thebasketisfromyourhusband.”Thegang

screamsoutloudandIjustblush,coveringmyface

withmyhands.

Nolby:“thanksdoll.”Shetakesthebasketandthe

girlreturnstowhereshewasseated.Sheopensit.

“Somuchgoodies.”

Me:“amInottheonewhoshouldbeopeningit

becauseitisforme?”

Nolby:“youarenotevensupposedtospeak.You

willmakeyourdaywindyandthewindwillgowith

ourweaves.”Wealllaugh.IwastoldthatIdon’ttalk

loudduringtheweek.IfIwanttosaysomethingto

someone,ImustwhisperittoNolbysothatshecan

passthemessage.Basicallysheismyrighthand

lady.Shehandsmethebasket.IseetheDoritos

andthesourwormsandIsmile.



Me:“girlspleasestartgettingdressedandLondy

pleasehelptheotherladieswithdressingup.”

Londy:“okaysisi.”Everyonestandsupandstarts

gettingdressedbesideNolbyandI.Itakeouta

packetofstrawberriesandwestartmunchingon

themwhiledippingthemonthedoublecreamplain

yoghurtbaebought.

NARRATED

Thebrideandherentouragefinishgettingdressed

andtheyheadinsidethehousetotakethebride’s

spearandalsoumhlwehlwethatBabomdalaplaces

onhershoulders.Aftertheyaredonewithallthe

formalities,thebrideandherentourageheadtothe

fieldwheremostguestshavesettledat,whereshe

andherentouragewillbedancingat.Thedancing

beginsandpeoplecometogivehermoneyand

gifts.SheisshowingherZulusideperfectly.

Althoughthebabyistiring,sheisveryactive.Her

whitefriendsarealsodoinggood,consideringthat



thisistheirfirsttimedoingtraditionalZuludancing.

Thegroomandhisfamilycometogivethebride

moneyandgifts.Shealmostloseshercoolwhen

sheseesherbabydaddy.Heperksherforehead

andeveryonecheers,thewomenululateandher

gangscreamsbecausetheydon’tknowhowto

ululate.Thebridejustblushesandfacesdown.The

umkhehlofinallycomestoanend.Afterthatthe

umembesobegins.Theydoeverythingrequiredand

whenit’sfinallyattheendoftheceremony,the

groom’ssisterandcousinsheadtowherethebride

isat.Lwandekafailstocontrolheremotionswhen

sheseesThandekaenteringtheroomsheisat.She

standsandhugshertightlywhilesobbing.

Thandeka:“whoexactlyismissingme?Mychildor

you?”sheasksafterbreakingthehug.Shewipes

hertears.

Lwandeka:“fuckyou.”Shesaysinalowtoneand

Thandekaburstoutlaughing.



Theyhelpthebridegetdressedinthedressthey

boughtandamatchingheadwrap.Thedresshugs

hertightlyandshowsoffallherassets.It’sa

traditionalmermaidmustarddresswithagreentail.

Thebridesmaids’dressesarewearingsimilar

dressesbuttheirdressesaregreenwithmustard

tailsthatreachesjustbelowtheknee.Theyhand

Lwandekaheelsandsheshakesherheadand

raisesherdresstoshowThandekahowswollenher

feetare.Londyhandsherbrandnewflatsandals

andThandekahelpsherwearthem.Theyfinish

gettingdressedandtheyheadout.

Vuyo’sdicknearlyembarrasshimbygettinghard

whenhiseyeslandonhisbride.Heandhis

groomsmenarewearingshirtswhicharesimilarto

thebridesmaids’dressesandthebride.Women

ululateandsomebegintosingasshecomestosit

atthemattheyhavelaiddownforher.Thegrooms’

familygivestheirbridehergiftsandfinallythe

umembesocomestoanend.Peoplemovetothe



frametentwhereeverythingissetandthe

refreshmentsareready.Thebrideandgroomand

theirgangstartbytakingphotos.Whentheyare

donetheystandoutsidethetent,holdinghandsand

smilingateachother.

Vuyo:“whyareyouwearingsandals?”

Lwandeka:“myfeetareswollen.”Shewhinesina

childishtone.

Vuyo:“doyouwantustogotomycarsothatIcan

massagethem?”

Lwandeka:“thatwouldbegreat.”Whentheyare

abouttoheadtothecar,Lwah’smomcometothem.

Nokukhanya:“whereareyougoing?”

Vuyo:“herfeetareswollenma.Ineedtomassage

them.”hermotherraiseshertailtoseeherfeet.

TheyareworsethantheywerewhenLondysaw

them.

Nokukhanya:“comeinsidethehouse.Thereisno



oneatthelongue.”Theyallheadtothelounge.

Nokukhanyaprepareswarmwaterandsalts,she

poursthemintoabigbowl.Shetakesatoweland

headstolongue.Shealsocomesbackwith

ointments.ShegivesLwandekaaquestioninglook

andLwahshakesherhead.Sheplacesthebowl

andtowelinfrontofher.“IwilltellLondytobring

yourfoodhere.”

Lwandeka:“pleasetellhertobringthebasketVuyo

broughtformethismorning.Idon’thavean

appetiteforheavyfood.Shecanbringaplatefor

him.”Nokukhanyanodsandleaves.

LWANDEKA

Him:“dotheyhurt?”heaskswhilemassagingthem.

Thewaterhasturnedwarm.Theswellinghasgone

downalittle.

Me:“theyarebetternow.”Londycomesinwithmy

basket.DakotacomesafterherwithVuyo’splate.

“Whodishedit?”



Londy:“mama.”Inod.Phelawhentheyareevents

likethis,youdon’tjustletanyonedishforthebride

andthegroom.Peoplecandomanycrazythings

becauseofjealousy.Shehandsmemybasketand

theybothheadout.Itakeoutgrapesandstart

eatingthem.Hemassagesmyfeetwiththe

ointmentsandwhenheisdonehediscardsthe

waterandcomesbackfromthekitchenwhile

wipinghishands.Hetakeshisfoodandstarts

eating.

Vuyo:“you’resureyouarenothungry?”heasks

whileeating.

Me:“Iamfinebabe.”Wecontinueeatingwhile

chatting.FewmomentslaterLandegetsinand

comestositonmylap,buryingherheadonmy

neck.“What’swrongmylove?”

Lande:“grass.”Vuyolooksatmeinaquestioning

look.



Me:“sheisallergictograss.Shemustn’tbe

exposedtoitforlongerthananhour.Pleasegoto

thekitchenandtakeallergypillsonthefirstleft

cardboarddoor.”Herushestothekitchenand

comesbackwiththepillsandglassofwater.Ihelp

LandedrinkandthenIcarryhertomyroom

knowingthatthemedswillknockheroutsoon.She

isheavybutImanage.Iputheronmybedand

coverherwithathrow.Iheadoutofmyroomand

closethedoorquietly.Imeetmomonthepassage.

Mom:“haveyouseenLande?”

Me:“sheissleepingma.Shewasexposedtograss

fortoolong.”

Mom:“fuckIamsuchabadmother.Iforgotabout

her.”

Me:“nomama.Don’tblameyourself.Youaretoo

busywiththeguests.Youcan’teverywhereatthe

sametime.”Sheexhalesoutloud.

Mom:“areyourfeetokaynow?”Inod.“Whenare

yougoingtotellhimaboutthepregnancy?”she



asksinalowvoice.

Me:“atthewedding.”Shegivesmeadisapproving

lookandheadsout.Iheadbacktotheloungeand

findbaebusyonhisphone.Itakemybasketandgo

putitinmyroom.Igobacktotheloungeagain.

“Let’sgotoourguests.Iamsuretheyareprobably

wonderingwherewedisappearedto.”hechuckles

andthenhelpsmewearmysandals.

Vuyo:“youhavebeautifulfeet.”

Me:“Iknow.”Helaughs.

Vuyo:“youlooksosexyinthisdressmylove.The

wayyourassandhipshavewidenedmakesmy

dickswell.Iwon’tevenmentionyourboobs

becausetheymakemewannaburrymyfacein

them.”hebiteshislip.

Me:“stoptalking.Youaregoingtomakemewet.”I

pullhimoutsidebeforehecanrespond.That

doesn’tstophimthough.



Vuyo:“whenIfinallyfuckyou,Iwilltortureyoujust

likeyourbodyistorturingmetoday.”Ijustlaugh.

Wegettothetentandsitdown.Thereisn’ta

programsotheDJisjustplayingmusic.Peopleare

justeatingandmindingtheirownbusiness.Igetup

andgototheDJandaskforthemic.Shehandsme

itwhilesmiling.Iclearmythroat.

Me:“canIgeteverybody’sattention?”everyone

stopseatingandlookatme.“Wowsomanyeyes.”I

getafewgigglesandlaughs.“WellIwon’tbelong.

ThereisjustonethingIwannagivemyfiancé.Babe

pleasecomehere.”hecomesandstandinfrontof

me.“Iwon’tsayalongspeechbecauseIwillendup

sayingmyvows.”Hechuckles.Igodownonone

kneeandhiseyespopout.Ihearafewgaspsfrom

thepeople.Itakearingfrommybraandhejust

giggles.“Jobe,Mondisa,Phumelaphandlengoba

kufudumeleMatshana,Mhlakazanhlansi



zingamshisiZiyoshis’abalondolozi,Maphitha,

MthembuwaseGubazi,AbaThembu

bengabakwaMvelase(SitholeClanNames).I

figuredthatpeopleneedastopsign.Justlikeyou

haveputastopsignonmyringfinger,Iamalso

puttingastopsignonyourringfinger.Munchiewill

youdomethehonorofbecomingmyhusband?”he

gigglesagainandnods.

Bae:“yes,Iwillmarryyoumysweetrose.”Islide

theringinhisfingerandhehelpsmestandup.He

givesmeabreathtakingkissandwhenwebreak

thekiss,peopleareclappingandcheering.Londy

takesthemic.

Londy:“ladiestakenote,it’sokaytoproposeyour

man.”peoplelaugh.

.

.

.



#MyKnight

[11/21,10:42] :Chapter59

THANDEKA

Me:“firstthingyoumustknow,loyaltyiseverything

tome.IfyouareloyaltomethenIwillalsobeloyal

toyou.Don’tbetrayme,don’tstealfromme,don’t

snitchonmeandlastlydon’tgonearmyfamily

unlessIhavegivenyouanordertoprotectthem.

Don’tthinkaboutblackmailingmebecauseIwill

sendyoutoyourancestorsfasterthanyoucansay

amen.IhopeIwon’trepeatthisagain.”Theyallnod.

Weareatthebasementatourheadquarterswhich

isinAlberton.It’sa4storyluxurioushouse.Ifyou

didn’tknowbetter,you’dsayitbelongstoaminister



oroneoftherichestpeopleinMzansi.Ithasa

basementandalowerbasementwhichveryfew

haveaccesstoit.Therecruitshavejustfinished

theirtrainingandtheyarereadyforsomerealwork.

CleoalsolefttheHuntersandshealsoleftwith3

people,herrighthandman,Asher;herITgeek,

Nickyandherstrongestman,Lutho.Intotalthere

are15memberswhowerealreadygangmembers

whentheyjoinedmygangandthereare38recruits.

IntotalIhave53gangmembersandthat’shugefor

anewgang.

Cleo:“youhaveachancenowtoleaveandnever

lookback.Ifyoudon’tleavenow,theonlyway

wouldbethroughdeath,notevenjail.Soanyone

whowantstoleave?”everyonestaysrootedtotheir

spots.“Goingonce,goingtwice…thenwelcometo

thegang.Youallhavedifferentandhavedifferent

skills.That’swhat’sspecialabouty’all.Iwelcome

youtoOWLS.ALWAYSBEVIGILANT.Wearenow

family,westicktogetherandweprotectoneofour

own.Butrememberwewon’tjumptoyourrescueif



yougotyourselfintotroubleandhavebeen

warned.”

T-bone:“bloodmakesyourelatedbutloyaltymakes

youfamily.Becarefulofyourfamilymembersand

don’tdiscussgangrelatedmatterstoanyone

outsidethegang,evenyourpartners.Ifyoucan’t

keepquietduringthepillowtalk,thenshagand

leave.”Theyallchuckle.

Mbulelo:“thatwouldmakeusseemlikeassholes.”

Saysoneoftherecruits.Theyhaven’treceived

gangnamesyet.

Lutho:“ratheranassholethenfindingyourself

lifeless.”Mbuleloswallowshardandthennods.

Nicky:“Asherwillteachyouhowtodeceivealie

detectortestandatruthserumthisweek.Hewill

teachyousothatyoucandeceiveourenemiesnot

us.Bewarned,Imaybeacomputerfreakbutone



thingyoushouldknowaboutme,Ihatesnitches

andliars.”Shetakesoffherglassesandstareat

themintensely.

Bianca:“tattooartistswillbeheresoon.Ifyouhave

afearofneedlesyoubettergetoverit.”

Biancaismyhighschoolfriend.Wewereclosebut

whenIcametoJozi,welostconnection.Imether

inChicagoandcamebackwithher.Sheisan

assassinbytheway.Imakeeyecontactwithmy

closestandthenheadtomyoffice.Theyfollowme.

It’sT-bone,Cleo,Asher,Nicky,Lutho,Bianca,Popi

(theirrationalchick)andPerry(Popi’stwins)they

areknownfortheirmischiefs.

Cleo:“youalsogettingatattoo?”

Me:“yeah.”

T-bone:“Nuellawantstomeetyou.Tonight.Idon’t

knowwhy.”

Nicky:“NuellatheGoddess?”T-bonenods.“She



dealswithcars.Ifshewantstomeetyouthenshe

definitelywantstomakeadealwithyou.”

T-bone:“shehasacontractwithTheHunters.Why

wouldshebreakit?”

Perry:“manypeoplewanttojumpshipfromother

gangsandworkwithyoubecause,comeon,you’re

TheLioness.Whowouldn’twanttoworkwithyou?”

Ichuckle.

Me:“tellhertomeetmeinMandelaSquareat

10:30pm.Shemustn’tbringanarmyifshewantsto

workwithme.”Cleochuckles.

Cleo:“youknowNigerianchickscanbedramatic.”

Lutho:“tellmeaboutit.”Herollshiseyesandwe

laugh.HehasaNigerianbabymamawhoisalways

naggingaboutmaintenance.

Bianca:“won’tyourfiancégetsuspiciouswhenyou

comehomeafter10?”Irollmyeyes.



Me:“Iwilljustgivehimablowjobthatwillleavehim

breathless,sohewon’taskwhereIcomefrom.Plus

Iownclubssoheshouldn’tquestionthetimeI

arriveinathome.”

IamnotlivingwithSizwepermanently.It’sjustthat

wearespendingmoretimetogetherthatitseems

likewearelivingtogether.3daysbackLwandeka

andLuvuyotiedtheknotattheHomeAffairs.They

alsohadanintimatedinnertocelebratetheir

reunion.TomorrowIshouldgohomebecausetheir

traditionalweddingisin2days’time.Luhleft

yesterdayforNorthernCapeandIwassupposedto

gowithhimbutIhadcommitmentsandIhadtosee

thegangbeforeleaving.

T-bone:“sbwlukubawuye.”Wealllaugh.

Asher:“manthat’ssogay.”Hesayswhilelaughing.

Hehardlyspeaks.Istandup.

Me:“Ineedtogo.Iwillseeyouguystonight.”



Bianca:“whenareyougoingtodothetattoo?”

Me:“thisevening.”

Itakemyphone,carkeysandheadout.Idriveto

Sizwe’sworkplace.WhenIgetthereIjustheadto

hisoffice.Ifindhimtalkingto2girlsand3guys.He

smileswhenhiseyeslandonme.Hesays

somethingtohisemployeesandtheyheadout,

aftergreetingmeofcourse.Heclosesthedoor,

lockingitandcomestohugmeandgivesmea

mindblowingkiss.WefinallybreakthekissandI

giggle.Hecarriesmeandplacesmeonhisdesk,he

standsinbetweenmylegs.

Him:“towhatdoIowethissurprisemyqueen?”he

isstillsmiling.

Me:“ifmecomingtoyourworkplacemakesyou

smilelikethis,thenIdefinitelyshouldcomemore

oftenmyking.”Hechucklesandperksmylips.

Him:“I’dloveitmoreifyouweremyPA.”Ilaugh



andplaywithhislocks.

Me:“babeyoushoulddoyourhairandshave

tomorrow.”

Him:“amIuglylikethismyqueen?”hepoutsandI

justgiggle.

Me:“doitformebaby.”

Him:“okay.WhatshouldIorderforusbecauseIam

prettysureyouhaven’teaten?”Ilaugh.

Me:“youknowmetoowell.Orderalargesweetand

sourribpizzaand1lliquifruitbreakfastpunch

flavour.”

Him:“okay.”Heorders.“Whenareyouleaving?”

Me:“around2am.”

Him:“doyouwantmetodriveyou?”

Me:“asmuchasI’dlovetospendtimewithyoumy

love,Ican’tallowyoutodrivemethere.It’sa6hour

drive.PlusyoustillneedtogettoKZN.”



Him:“konjethereisstillthat?”Ilaughandhejoins

me.

Me:“Lwahwouldliterallykillyou.”Hecontinues

laughing.

_

_

WegettotheMandelaSquareand10:45.IknowI

saidwearemeetingat10:30butshehastobe

patientifshewantstoworkwithme.

IamwithLutho,T-bone,BiancaandCleo.Iamnot

wearingawigsoIamTheLionessfornow.Nicky

jammedallsignals,blockingallincomingand

outgoingcallsandtexts.Shealsoremotely

switchedoffcamerasonthemallandoutsidethe

mall.Wegettotheparkinglotandfindherwith6

bodyguards,drama.Wegetoutofthecarsand

headtowheretheyare.Istopafewinchesfromher

andIlookstraightinhereyes.T-boneopensa

campchairformeandItakeaseat.



Me:“Iwon’tdiscussbusinesswhilestanding.”

Nuellaclenchesherjaws.

Nuella:“wecould’vejustmetatasecuredplace

withchairs.”

Me:“ifIleavenow,justknowthatwewon’tbe

meetinginthefuture.TimeismoneyNuella.”She

sighsandtellsoneofherbodyguardstobringhera

chair.Hebringsherthechairandshesitsdown.I

stareather.

Nuella:“25carsamonth.Iknowyoucanmakeit

happen.IwillofferyouR12.5million,whichis

R500kpercar.Andbeforeyousayanything,Iknow

thatsomeofthecarswillbeworthmorethan

R500kbutyouwillbestealingthemso.”Sheshrugs.

Me:“IwantR650kpercar.Iwillbeputtingmy

men’slifeindangerhere,soanextraR150kwon’t

makemuchofanimpact.Takeitorleaveit.”She



clenchesherjawsandshakesherheadchuckling.

Nuella:“yougotyourselfadeal.”Weshakehands.

“SoIwillbeexpectingmyfirstbatchattheendof

January.”Inod.

Me:“youhaveconnectionsinthetransport

department?”

Nuella:“everythingisset,Ijustneedthecars.Once

youhavethem,youwilltakethemtotheCapeTown

harbor.Myteamwilltakeeverythingfromthere.

That’salsowheretheywillgiveyouthemoney.”

Me:“youshipthecars?”

Nuella:“yes.”Inodandstandup.

Me:“Iguessmarkstheendofourmeeting.”T-bone

foldthechair.

Nuella:“yes.Lookingforwardtoworkingwithyou.”

Weshakehandsagainandwegoourseparate



ways.

Lutho:“atleastthatwasn’tdramatic.”Weall

chuckleandhopinthecars.

-

-

IhavejustarrivedatBarklyWest.It’s7am.Ididn’t

evensleep.Itakemybagsinsidethehouse.It’s

buzzingandpeoplearemovingupsidedown.Igo

andputthebagsinmyroomandthenheadout

afterlockingit.IgoinsearchofLuhandIfindhim

outsideinthebackyardmen,somefromour

mother’sandfather’ssideofthefamily,someare

neighborsandsomearehisfriendsfromJHB.I

greeteveryoneandhecomestohugme.

Him:“youarefinallyhere.Howdidyoutravel?”

Me:“verywellthankyoubhuty.Iseverything

comingalong?”

Him:“yeah.Ijustneedyoutobuygroceriesfor

tomorrow.IboughtitwhenIcameherebutpeople



havebeenusingit.”Hetakesouthiswallettogive

mehiscardbutIstophim.

Me:“relax,Igotthis.”

Him:“okay.”HehandsmetheH1keys.“Youcan

takeCarmenwithyou.Ilastsawherinthekitchen.

TheH1isatthegarage.”Itakethecarkeys.

Me:“okayseeyoulater.Haveyouboughtthe

booze?”

Him:“yeahit’sinmyroom.Wewillloaditatthe

coldroomtomorrowmorning.”

Me:“whatdoyouwantmetobuyforyou?”

Him:“ashavingblade,Zethuforgottobackitforme.

Alsodon’tforgetatoothpaste.”

Me:“amanandinandi?”helaughs.

Him:“justbuyDoritosandsourworms.”Irollmy

eyesandwebothlaugh.“Don’tmakefunofmy



wife.”Hesayswhilelaughing.

Me:“seeyoulater.”Iheadtothekitchenandfind

CarmenfeedingCassie.Mamncaneisalsohere

withsomeofmycousinsandneighbors.Igreet

everyoneandCassiecomestohugme.

Cassie:“jyisniemeerliefvirmynie.Jyhetmy

nooitgekomOmmyTebesoeknie.(younolonger

loveMe.younevercametovisitme.)”Shepouts

andIperkherlips.Shegiggles.

Me:“Antiewasindiebuiteland.Maarekisnouhier.

Watwiljyhêekmoetvirjoukoop?(Auntiewasin

overseas.ButIamherenow.Whatdoyouwantme

tobuyforyou?)”sheclapsherhandsexcitedly.

Kidsaresoadorable.Ican’twaitforLwahtogive

birth.

Cassie:“BigMacandaMcFlurry.”



Me:“jouwensismykomman.(Yourwishismy

command).Ijustneedyoumomtoaccompanyme

totheshops.Willyoubehavewhenleftwithother

kids?”shenodsandrunsoutside.“Canyou

accompanymetoKimberly?”

Carmen:“wellyouhavealreadyaskedformy

permissionfromCassieso.”Welaugh.

Me:“Pulengyoucanalsocomewithus.”Isayto

Mamncane’sdaughterwhois17yearsold.

Shejumpedupexcitedly.Weheadtothegarage,

hopintothecaranddriveout.Iconnectmyphone

tothecar’sBluetoothanddialFanafromFana’s

cateringandEventswhowillbecookingsomeof

thefoodfortheweddingtomorrow.Manyofthe

Zulucuisinewillbecookedbythefamily.

Fana:“Fana’sCateringandEvents,howmayIhelp

you?”



Me:“heyFana,you’retalkingtoThandekaSithole

fromBarklyWest.”

Fana:“owwhey,youalreadyinBarklyWest?”

Me:“yes.IamnowdrivingtoKimberly.”

Fana:“youwillfindmethere.Whichmallareyou

goingtostartat?”

Me:“DiamondPavilion.”

Fana:“okay.Seeyouinafew.”

Me:“sure.”

WegettothefirstmallandmeetFana.Westart

shoppingandmovetoothermalls.Whenweare

doneshoppingweheadtoNorthCapeMalltobuy

Cassie’smeal.Ialsoboughtahugeteddybearand

adollhouseforher.Carmennearlycriedbecause

ofexcitement.Ialsoboughtafewclothesfor

Pulengandshewasoverthemoon.Ialsobuy

thingsforLuh.Ithenbuy3bottlesofTanqueray,3

bottlesofGordon’sginandthen48-packof440ml

Belgraviaginanddrylemon.Ialsobuy8bottlesof



HouseofBNGchampagne.Iknowmybrother

boughtboozebutIdon’twantthegangtosuffer.

Wethenheadhomeandweplacethesolidfoodfor

tomorrowinmyroom.WhenwearedonepackingI

tellCarmentocallCassieforme.Iheadtothe

loungeandsitdownwithherpresents.

Cassie:“Antie,waarisjy?”shescreamswhileinthe

hallway.

Carmen:“jyskreenieby‘nvolwasseCassienie.

(Youdon’tscreamatanadultCassie)”Shescowls

ather.

Cassie:“jammermamma(sorrymommy).”She

saysinalowtone.Whensheseesmeshescreams

runningtome.Shealmostcollapseswhenshesees

theteddyandthedollhouse.“Isditviemy?(Are

thoseforme?)”

Me:“youaretheonlyprincessinthishousesotake

aguess.”Shescreamsoutloudandjumpsto

straddlemylap.Shewrapsherarmsaroundmy



neck.

Cassie:“baiedankieAntie.(Thankyousomuch

auntie.)”

Me:“jyiswelkom.(You’rewelcome).”Shetakesher

teddyandrunsoutsidescreaming‘daddy’.

Carmen:“thankyouThandeka.Youdon’tknowhow

happyyou’vemademe.It’severyparent’sdreamto

seetheirchildhappy.”

Me:“don’tcallmeThandeka.You’remurderingmy

name.JustcallmeCharlotte.Youaretheonlyone

allowedtocallmethatthough.”Shegiggles.

Carmen:“sure.”

LatertherestoftheSitholefamilyarrives.Igo

lookingforLuhagainandfindhiminthebackyard.

StevensisherewithNtokozo,Brian,Danversand

Tristin.Theothersgothereyesterday.Igoand

greetthemwhilehuggingthem.

Me:“bhuty.”



Luh:“yeah.”

Me:“whenareyouguysheadingtoKZN?”thetime

is12pmandIknowtheyshouldleavesoon

becausethedrivetoKZNis9hourslong.

Luh:“inafewminutes.ItalkedtoThabi.Shewill

transportLwahwithherbridesmaids,hermomand

siblingsinherjet.AndalsomeandmymenbutI

guesswewillsitindifferentplacesbecauseIcan’t

seeher.”

Me:“Sizwealsosaidhewillaskhiscompanyfor

thejet.Whowilldrivebackyourcarsifyouare

goingtofly?”herubshishead.

Luh:“wangilayawendukenhleegawulweezizweni.”

Ilaughoutloudandhechuckles.“Anywaysweare

alldrivingtoUmzimkhulunow.I,togetherwithmy

groomsmenwillflywithmywife.Theotherswill

drivebackhere.Sphaistheonewhowillbedriving

mycar.IhavealsohiredtransportinKZNthatwill

transportabasemzini.”



Me:“shadaniasinamona.”Heburstsoutlaughing.

Luh:“you’renextnjedade.”Ilaugh.

Me:“konje.”Webothlaugh.

Luh:“Ihavealsoorganizedtransportthatwilltake

themfromtheairporttotheBnBwheretheywillbe

sleepingat.”Inod.

.

.

.
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PART1OFTHETRADITIONALWEDDING

Vuyoandhisfamilyhavejustarrived.My

bridesmaidsareservingthemfoodanddrinks.Iam



sadbecauseIwillonlygettoseemybabydaddy

tomorrow.IamsittinginmyroomwithAudreywho

issleepingbecauseshehasbeenworkingherflat

assofffromyesterdaymorning.Lindiwetriedwake

herupbutbhutSizwecametoherrescue.Iwanted

toputLindiweinherplacebutagainIamnot

allowedtoshoutorgetmad.IFaceTimebaeandit

takesafewringsforhimtoanswer.

Vuyo:“Iamsorry,Iwasjustdistancingmyselffrom

peopleandgoingtoaplacethathaslight.”He

smilesandIalsosmile.

Me:“that’sokay.IfyouweretostandinthedarkI

would’veonlyidentifiedyoubyyourteeth.”He

laughs.

Vuyo:“mylove,areyoumakingfunofme?”

Me:“nobabyIamjuststatingtheobvious.”

Vuyo:“whateveryellowbone.”Ipout.

Me:“don’tcallmeayellowbone.IfyoucontinueI



won’tcomeoutandyouwillgobacktoNorthern

Capeemptyhanded.”Hisfacebecomesserious

instantly.

Vuyo:“mysweetroseIamnotscaredofanyonein

thatyard.EvenDarkEagle.Shouldyounotcome

out,Iwillcomeinsideanddragyoubyyourtits.”My

breathingchangesandmynippleshardensame

time.Ismile.

Me:“youshouldn’thavementionedtitsbecause

nowIamhornyandyoucan’tserviceMe.”he

chuckles.

Vuyo:“youarealwayshornythesedaysmylove.”

Me:“it’syourfaultbecauseIamaddictedtoyour

dick.”

Vuyo:“let’sstoptalkingaboutsexbeforeIalso

becomehardbecauseyouknowJobeJr.canonly

betamedbyuMaMnguni.”Ilaughbecause

sometimesumakumsukilehewillaskforsexin



Zuluandhe’dbelike‘uJobeubecelabandla

ithutshananoMaMnguni,akazukwanda,ithutshana

nje’.Whichbasicallytranslatesto‘mydickisasking

forsometimewithyourpussy’.

Me:“whenareweleaving?”

Vuyo:“whentheyaredoneeating.”

Me:“haveyoueaten?”

Vuyo:“yesmyloveandbeforeyouaskfurther,I

wasservedbyNolby.”IlaughbecauseIknowfor

suresheistheonewhodisheditandserveditto

himpersonally.

Me:“goodtoknow.”AuntThembelihlecomesinmy

room.“BabeIhavetogo.Seeyoutomorrow,butwe

stillaregoingtotalk.”

Vuyo:“seeyousoonmysweetrose.”

Me:“seeyousoonmunchie.”Idropthecalland

Thembelihlesitsontheedgeofmybed.



Her:“younglove.”Ijustlaughatherandshealso

laugh.

Me:“whatistheundergroundgangsayingabout

tomorrow?”shechuckles.

Her:“thereisdangerbutitispreventable.Here”she

takesoutasmallbottlethatcontainscolorless

medicine.“Thiswon’tharmmygrandchild.”Itakeit

anddrinkit.Ihandthebottlebacktoher.

Me:“Iamabouttomakeyouagrandmaagain.”She

giggles.

Her:“youractionsarejustifiablebaby.Wena

usungumfatiwemuntfu.”

Me:“iseverythingsetforustoleave?”

Her:“yeah.Oncethein-lawsaredoneeating,weare

leaving.”

Me:“angithimamaiscomingwith?”shelaughs.



Her:“yes.TheNdlovuswerecausingdrama,telling

herthatsheisnotallowedtocomewith.Wanna

knowwhatshesaid?”IlaughandnodbecauseI

canalreadyimaginehersavagereply.“Listenhere,I

amaMnguninowsoyouwon’ttellmewhattodo.”I

continuelaughingandshealsolaughs.

Me:“yourwifeisdramaticshame.”

Her:“Iknow.”Momgetsin.

Mom:“babyareyourbagsallready?”

Me:“Ithinkso.Youaretheonewhopackedthem

right?”

Mom:“konje.Ismygranddaughterokay?”you

heardthatright.Iamcarryingagirl.Thembelihleis

theonewhotoldmeaboutthegender.WellIam

excitedbecauseIdidn’tcareaboutthegenderof

mybaby,aslongassheishealthyandalive.

Me:“sheisokaymommy.Iamjustcravingadouble

cheeseburgerwithastrawberrymilkshake.”



Mom:“wellyourbabydaddyishere.Whydon’tyou

askhimtobuyitforyou?”

Me:“mamahedoesn’tknowUmzimkhulu.Hemight

getlost.”Theybothlaugh.

Thembelihle:“imagineawholegroomgettinglost.I

canalreadyimaginetheheadlinesofDailySun.

‘Mkhenyanaowayetolandzamshadzowalahleka

etitolo.’Ngathisengiyabona.”Theybothlaughout

loud,wakingAudreyintheprocess.

Me:“youguysarenotcool.Audreycanyouplease

callSizweforme?”

Audrey:“okaybabes.”sheyawnsandheadsout.

FewmomentslaterSizwegetsin.

Me:“bhutiwamilengimthandzakolukhulu.”

Sizwe:“whatdoyouwantWawa?”Ipoutandhejust

looksatme.



Me:“fine,yournieceishungryandshewantsa

doublecheeseburgerwithastrawberrymilkshake.

Shewould’vesentherdaddyaroundit’sjustthathe

isn’tusedtothisplace.”Hesighsandshakeshis

head.

Sizwe:“whatever.”Heheadsout.

Me:“heisgoingtobuyitright?”thesetwoladies

laughagain.

Mom:“relaxmababy,heisgoingtobuyit.”

Me:“thetaxishavearrivedright?”

Mom:“yes.Pleasestopstressing.Youwillupsetu

MaSthole.”Inodandleanbackontheheadboard.

30minuteslaterSizwecomesbackwithmyfood.I

eatandwhenIamdone,Igetdressedinalong

sleevedfloor-lengthmaxidress,blackvans,acoat

andadoek.Mommycoversmewithablanket.I

takemyhandbagbecausemostofmystuffisinmy

kist.TheystartsingingandSizwegetsinwith



Nhlonipho.TheytakethekistandIfollowbehind

themwithmybridesmaids.

WegettotheminibusanddrivetoPMBwhile

othersdrivestraighttoNorthernCape.Theyare

supposedtoarrivethereat7am.Ihopetheywon’t

delayusbecausewearesupposedtogettothe

Sitholehouseholdat9am.Wegettotheairportand

weboardThabi’sjet.Sheiscomingtomorrowtothe

weddingwithNoluh.Theyjustgotbackfrom

Canadalastnight.Theyaredoingrelationshipgoals

sana.

After5hoursofflyingwefinallylandatKimberley

Airport.Wefindcarsalreadywaitingforus.Weget

insidethemanddriveoutoftheairport.Wedriveto

KalahariLodge.StevensandNolbyaretheones

whobookedthewholelodgeforus.It’sanearly

weddingpresentandIamgrateful.Iknowtradition

sayswearesupposedtogoesihlahlenibutpeople

needtorestandtheyneedaplacewheretheycan



shower.Wewillonlyeatafterumabosotheymust

gotherewithfullstomachs.Wesettledinatthe

lodge.Iamsharingafamilyroomwithmy

bridesmaids.

Me:“guysIamgivingyouanhourtorest.Ineed

everyonetobeawakeat5amsothatwewill

showerandputonmake-upintime.Wedon’t

wannagotoesigcawiniwithoilyskin.”

Nolby:“you’rerightfriend.”

Weallsleepandtheywakemeupat6:30am.They

havealreadyshoweredandtheylookgoodbutthey

haven’tstartedputtingonmake-up.Iamgladthat

theydidn’twakemeupat5am.Nolbytellsmethat

theothershavearrived.Iguessthedriversdidn’t

restontheway.IgettothebathroomwithNolby

andshehelpsmetakeabath.Don’task.

Whenwearedone,Ilotionmybodyandweara



shortsleevedt-shirt,maxiskirtandizimbadadawith

adoek.WegetbacktothebedroomandIfind

everyonebusy.Londyisputtingmake-upon

FortunateandDakotaisdoingAviwe.Ididn’thirea

make-upteamfortodaybecauseIwillneedthem

forthewhitewedding.Itakemyphoneandcallmy

babydaddy.

Bae:“sthandwaSami.”

Me:“heylove,didyougetsomerest?”

Bae:“yes.Imanagedtosleepfortwohours.”

Me:“that’sgreat.BythewayIamhungryandIam

gravingNandosgrilledchicken.Canyoupleaseget

someonetobuyitforme?”hesighsoutloud.

Bae:“okaymylove.Iwillsendoneofmycousinsto

bringittherebecauseIcan’tcomethere.”

Me:“Iknowmunchie.Ican’twaittoseeyoutoday.”

Bae:“Iamliterallycountinghoursbaby.”



Me:“soareyougoingtobewearingibheshuand

showcasingmyassetstothewholeworld?”he

burstsoutlaughing.

Bae:“pointofcorrectionmysweetrose,Iwillbe

showingyouyourassets,toactuallyshowyouthat

youchosewell.”Igiggle.

Me:“wellinthatcaseyouarepardoned.Please

wearboxers.Wedon’twantpeoplecatchingevena

glimpseofJobeJr.”allthegirlslaughandhealso

laughs.

Bae:“youarecrazy,youknowthat?”

Me:“andyoulovemewithallmycrazinessMr.”

Bae:“yeah.Iwouldn’ttradeyoufornothing.”He

saysrhymingtoTellaman’ssong.

Me:“ncoohIforgotyoucansingbaby.Youhaveto

singformetoday.”

Bae:“Iwillsingforyounextweekmylove.”



Me:“allthediamondsandgolddon’tmean

nothing.”Icontinuesingingandherespondsby

alsosinging.

Bae:“Ineedyouineveryway.Iswearyourlovegets

mebabe.Moneydon’tmeannothingtome,don’t

meannothingtome.”Iscreambecausehehasa

reallybeautifulvoice.

Nolby:“LutherVanRossnoCelineDeonnangxola.

(You’remakingnoise).”Sheshoutsandwealllaugh.

IputthephoneonloudspeakerbecauseIknowbae

hasacomeback.

Bae:“babytellNolbythatIwillsellherwhiteboy.

Myneighborsalreadyhavetheireyesonhim.”

Nolby:“mamelaphaJobe…”weburstoutlaughing

becauseshewillliterallykillanyonewhogoesafter

herman.WewereinDurbanthisothertime,at

Zimbali,atacouple’souting.Agaywashittingon



Stevens,Nolbypunchedhiminthefaceandhe

literallyranoutoftheresort.

Bae:“IamjokingMaJama.Idon’twannaget

punchedonmyweddingday.”

Nolby:“Iloveyoubecauseyoucanbeclever

sometimes,notetheuseofthewordsometimes.”

Helaughs.Ithentakethephoneoffloudspeaker.

Me:“babyletmegetready,seeyouinafew.”

Bae:“Iloveyoumysweetrose.”

Me:“Iloveyoutoomunchie.”Ihangup.

Nolby:“Iloveyoutoomunchie.”Sheimitatesmy

voice.

Me:“Immafuckyouupyeva?”

Nolby:“honeybooyoufailedtofuckupuLilianwho

wasskinnyAF.Whatmakesyouthinkyouhavethe

powertofuckupathickXhosachick?”



Me:“becauseIamapartZulupartSwatichick.You

don’twannamesswith.”Shelooksatmeandthen

laughs,Ialsolaugh.“DidyouhavetoincludeLily

though?”

Nolby:“babesyoushouldbeproud.Your

relationshipsurvivedcycloneLilianandcameout

stronger.IamhappyforyouandIwishyouallthe

best.”

Me:“youaredepletingyourspeechforthewhite

weddinglovie.”Shelaughs.

Isitdownonthedresserandstartapplyingmy

make-up.Nolbyalsostartsputtingonhers.WhenI

amdonetheirbreakfastarrivesandalsomine

arrives,courtesyofmybabydaddy.Wealleatand

whenwearedonethelodgestaffcomesbackto

takethedishes.Theladiesfinishdoingtheirmake-

upandthenpackourbags.Wejustsitchattingand

afewminuteslatermomcomesinfollowedbythe

eldersoftheNdlovus,theMngunis,someold



marriedwomenandNoluhattheend.Theyaskmy

bridesmaidtoexcuseus.Theysettledownand

starttellingmethedosanddon’tsemzini.

Lindiwe:“respectyourman.Justbecauseheisnot

olddoesn’tmeanyoushouldn’trespecthim.Call

himbabaandalwayscookforhim.”

Mom:“babyIhaveseenhowyourrelationshipwith

Luvuyoislike.Iwouldn’twantyoutochangeathing

there,exceptforyoursurname.Youcancallhim

babaifyouwantbutyouguysareyoung.Calling

himbabawillmaybemakehimfeelold.Continue

callinghimmunchie.”Igiggle.“Continuelovingand

respectingeachother.IknowthatthereisnoIina

marriagebutbabywhenyouwannacontinue

buildingyourempire,awayfromLuvuyo’sshadow,

dothatbaby.Beyourownwoman.Noteverything

hastorevolvearoundhim.”Inodandsomeofthe

womenheregivemomadisapprovinglook.



Noluh:“IcanseethatIamthelastonetospeak.I

willnottakelongbecauseJobeiswaitingforyou.”I

chuckle.“Educationisimportantbabes.Ifyou

wannadoyourMastersorPhDinAgriculturedon’t

letmarriagestopyou.IhaveseenhowJobeislike

soIknowthatshouldyouwanttodosomethingfor

yourself,hewillsupportyoualltheway.Hebought

youyourfirstfarm.Iknowthatisnottheend.

Focusonitandbuymorefarmsyourself.Don’twait

onhim.Alsodon’tkilltheromance.Someofthe

thingsthatyouweredoingwhileyouwereina

relationship,continuedoingthem.Likecouples’

outing,goingclubbingtogether,goingondates.

Marriageisnotboring,youmakeitinteresting.

Don’tdisappointbabes.Youarerepresentingthe

gang.”Igiggle.

Me:“IpromiseIwon’t.”

Mom:“thetimehascomeforustoleave.”

.
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Theyallleaveexceptmomandauntie.Theycover

mewiththeblanketagainandthebridesmaids

comebacktotheroom.Theytaketheirstuff.Sizwe

comeswithNhloniphototakethekist.Theystart

singingandweexittheroom.Wegetinsidethecars

anddrivetotheSitholehousehold.Wegetthereand

everyonegetsoutofthecars,exceptformeandmy

bridesmaids.Weareridinginbae’sH1.Thedriver

parksthecarandhandsmethekeys,hethen

leaves.Momcomestothecar.



Mom:“givemeyourblanket.”Itakeitoffandhand

ittoher.“Londycome.”Sheclimbsoffthecarand

momwrapstheblanketaroundher.“Youwill

pretendasthebride.Thefamilywillaccompanyyou

inside.Youwilldowhatiscalledukukhuleka.You

won’tgetinsidethehouse,youwilljustgoaround

theyardandthencomeback.Don’trush,walk

slowly.”Shenods.“Nolby,AudreyandAviwe,come,

youwillbeaccompanyingher.Fortunateand

Dakota,don’tleaveherside.”Theyallnodandmom

leaveswiththeonesshecalled.

Dakota:“Iamfeelinghot.”

Me:“metoo.Goodthingthiscarhastinted

windows.Goandswitchontheair-conditioner.”She

doesastoldandcomesbacktoherseat.“Has

Mamicontactedyou?”Iwastoldnottocontact

anyoneconcerningtheplanningoftheweddingsto

avoidstress.



Dakota:“yeah.ShewasinJHBsosheisonherway.

Shewillbehereinlessthan2hours.Don’tworry.”I

breatheoutloud.

Fortunate:“doyouneedsomethingtoeat?”

Me:“maybestrawberriesandplainyoghurtjustto

calmmedown.”Shenodsandtextssomeone.Few

minuteslatertheotherladiesreturnandayoung

girlarrivesaminuteafterthem.

Girl:“goodmorning.MynameisPulengandIwas

sentherebysisThandekatogivethistoher

makoti.”Igiggle.Nolbytakesthepackage.

Nolby:“Iamthemakotibabessothankyou.”

Girl:“shealsosaidthataladybythenameofNolby

willbethefirstonetoclaimthatsheisthemakoti

andsheistheonewhoisgoingtotakethefood

fromMe.”weallburstoutlaughing.

Me:“thankyoubaby.Iamthemakoti.Tell

ThandekaIloveherandIcan’twaittoseeher.”She



nodsandleaves.

Itaketheblanketandwrapitaroundmeagain.

Somawhoisumkhongiomkhulucomestothecar

andtellsusthatwemustgotoesihlahleni.We

climboffthecarwithourbagsandeveryoneIcame

withfollowsustoesihlahleni.OfcourseSizweand

Nhloniphoarewalkinginfrontofuswiththekist.

Wearrivethereandlaydowngrassmatsandthen

sitdown.IwhispertoNolby.

Me:“tellSomathatyouareokay,theydon’tneedto

serveyouguys’tea.Theymustjustserveyou

inyamayogqokoandbooze.”Shestandsand

passesthemessagetoSoma.Henodsandthen

leaves.Shecomesbacktositnexttomeandhands

memypackage.Istarteatingandshealsotakesa

strawberryanddipsitintheyoghurt.Iamnot

surprised.

SomacomesbackwithStevens,Danversand



Tristin.Theyarecarryingthemeatandthebooze.

Nolbyscreamswhensheseesherbae.Tomake

mattersworse,Stevenswinksatherandshe

blusheslikecrazy.IcanseeTristinandLondy

stealingglances.Toobadyouguysareonlygoing

toendthere.Theyplacewhattheyarecarryingin

frontofus.Nolbystandsup.

Nolby:“didthegroombuyIGinforumakoti?”weall

laugh.

Danvers:“sheisnotallowedtodrinktoday.”

Fortunate:“wuuuhlavoice.”Shefansherselfand

wealllaughagain.Danversquicklywalksawayand

welaughoncemore.

Londy:“Qhayiyaisgoingtokillyou.”

Fortunate:“Idumpedhispossessiveass.Hemight

seemcarefreeinyourpresencebutheis

possessive,jealousandobsessedwithme.I

couldn’ttakeitanymore.”



Dakota:“that’swhyyou’regoingafterDanvers?”

Fortunate:“neverseehimwithawoman,sokillme

forshootingmyshot.”

Aviwe:“shootyourshotnana.Youwon’tknowuntil

youtry.”

Audrey:“Isecondher.”

Mom:“stopsecondingeachotherandcutthismeat

andservepeople.Whenyouaredoneservingthe

meat,alsoservethemdrinks.”Theyquicklydoas

momsays.Fewminuteslaterpeoplearechewing

anddrinking.Babomdalacomeswhereweare

seated.HewinksatmeandIjustgiggleshyly.

Thembelihle:“wakhuphozelaengathuboneu

Jobe?”IlaughandBabomdalaalsolaughsinhis

deepvoice.

Babomdala:“leavemychildalone.AnywaysIwant

totellyouthatyoushouldgetdressednowsothat



wecanheadtoesigcawinibeforetheymakeuspay.

YouknowhowZulupeopleare.”Momclearsher

throat.

Mom:“hhaybonke(notallofthem).”Babomdala

laughs.

Babomdala:“youareaSwatiwomannjewena.”

Theybothlaugh.“Anywayshurryupandget

dressed.”

Thembelihle:“sitokwentanyalobhuti(wewilldo

justthatbrother).”Henodsandreturnstowherehe

wasseated.IturntoNolby.

Me:“pleaseaskSomaifisigcawuisready.Remind

himthatwewillbebarefootsoasidingimeva(we

don’tneedthorns).”Shenodsandtakesouther

phonetomakeacall.

Whentheyaredoneeatingtheyrinsetheirhands

andstartgettingdressed.Maidensarewearing

indlamu.MeandthegangandtheMnguniwomen,



wearewearingsicholo,ligcebeshe,umhelwane

nesidvwabanamafahlawane(Swazilandtraditional

attire).IknowIamnotroyaltybutIamwearing

featherssothatIcanstandout.TheMngunimales

arewearingemahiyanemajobo.Theyhavealso

wornbeads.TheNdlovusarewearingimvunulo

yesiZulu.Everyoneislookinggood.Wepackup

everything.Mamacomesandgivesmeaveil-like

wooltocovermyface.Shesaidthein-lawsmustn’t

seemyfaceandIalsomustn’tlookintheireyes.

Theypacksomestuffinthecarsandweheadto

esigcawini.WestartdancingandthentheSithole

familyalsocome.Damnbaeislookinghandsome,

likemyownShakaZulu.Heiswearingumqhele,

imbhata,isnene,ibheshukanyenezimbadada.Heis

alsocarryingisagilanehawunenduku.Theyalso

startsingingwhilewearealsosinginganddancing.

Thesingingdiesdownandthemaleelderstalk.

Afterthatindunaasks:“uyabuzaumthetho,ukuthi

ugcagcanjeuyamthandana?(Thelawisasking,

thatasyouaregettingmarriedtohim,doyoulove



him?)”

Momcomesandhandsmeagrassmat.Shetells

methatIshouldsingihubothatIsang

emkhehlweni.TheindunaasksagainandIsing.I

knowIamagoodsingerbutpublicsingingcanbe

scary.Isingasong‘NgiyakuthandzaMondisawam,

ngithandzalendlelaongiphethengayo,inhlonipho

iyongilekelela.’Isinganddancethengokneelin

frontofindunaandhandhimthemat.Wefinishall

thesinginganddancingesigcawiniandheadtothe

Sitholehousehold.BeforeIstepintheyard,Itake

offmyattire,getdressedintheclothesIwas

wearinginthemorningandthenheadinside.

MybridesmaidsandIheadtoVuyo’sroomwhile

theotherssitinthelounge.Isendmomatext

askingherifIcanshowerandshesaysit’sokay.I

takemytoiletrybagandheadtothebathroom.

LONDEKA



Thishouseisbeautifulandunique.Itissmaller

thantheSandtonmansionbutitismorebeautiful

onitsown.IsowannaseeTristinright,orevenget

asinglehugorababykiss.

Anywaysmomcomestotheroomandtellsusthat

theStholeswillbeslaughteringacowforLwah,we

mustcomeandwitnessthatandalsosingforit.

ShetellsAudrey,FortunateandNolbytostay

behindwithLwah.Weheadoutsidefollowingher.

Whilewalkinginthehallway,ahandpullsmetoone

oftheroomsandquicklyshutsthedoor.The

personturnmearoundandIsmilewhenIseemy

bae.Ipullhimtoahug.

Me:“Imissedyousomuch.”

Tristin:“notasmuchasIhavemissedyou.”We

breakthehugandIlookaroundtheroom.Ithasa

queenbed.

Me:“whoseroomisthis?”



Tristin:“IamsharingwithLebo.”

Me:“youmindsharingitwithme?”Igivehima

seductivelook.Hebiteshislip.

Tristin:“Idon’tmindbaby.”Hepullsmetothebed

andgentlelaysmedown.Hetowersovermeand

showersmewithkissesallovermybody.

Me:“justsoyouknow,wearen’tgoingtodo

anything.”Hegroans.

Tristin:“Iknowbaby.”Wekissandwefinallybreak

itbeforeitescalates.Istandupandfixmyclothes,

healsofixeshis.“Youlookedbeautifulwithyour

traditionalattire.Ican’twaittoseeyouwearingiton

ourweddingday.”Iblushandperkhislips.

Me:“youalsolookedsosexywearingibheshu.”He

laughs.

Tristin:“eventhoughIwascluelesswhenitcameto

dancingandsinging.”

Me:“IalmostlaughedwhenIsawyouwithStevens



andBrianattemptingtodance.”Webothlaugh.“But

thesexinesswasonanotherlevelbaby.Myeyes

wereonyou.”

Tristin:“soweremine,eventhoughyoudidn’tsee

minrbecauseIwaswearingglasses.”Ihughim

tight,inhalinghisscentandIthenbreakthehug.

Me:“letmegobeforeMaNdlovusendsasearch

partyforMe.”hechucklesandleadsmetothedoor.

Heopensit.

Tristin:“afteryoumylady.”Ismileandheadout.

Iquicklyrushtothebackyardandfindtheladies

waiting.Thecowisalreadydown.Themenfinish

doingwhatevertheyaredoingandhanduspieces

ofthemeat.Wegetbackinsidethehouseandfind

alltheeldersintheloungeandyoucanseethatthe

moodisintense.Iguesssekusemlandweni.Weput

themeatinthefridgeandheadtobhutVuyo’sroom.

WefindLwahlyinginbedandtheotherssittingon

thecouches.Theyarenotallowedtositonthebed



becauseit’sherandLuvuyo’sbed.It’sofflimits.

Lwahraisesherhead.

Lwah:“whataretheydoingdownstairs?”

Me:“kusemlandweni.”Shenods.

Lwah:“youcanfreshenupsolong.”Aphonebeeps.

Dakota:“it’sSimamiso.Sheisoutside.”

Lwah:“gowithFortunate,alsoaskthegentstohelp

you.Youguysgoandfreshenup.”shelaysdown

againandwedoasshesays.Weallfreshenupand

whenwecomebacktotheroom,wefindthe

dressesalreadythere.

LWANDEKA

Weapplyourmake-upagainandthentheyget

dressed.Theirdressesaresobeautiful.Baeadded

NtokozoandTristintobegroomsmenfortoday.So

thereisanequalnumbersofgroomsmenand

bridesmaids.Thebridesmaidsarewearingknee

lengthredSwatibodycondressesandblackheels.



Theyarealsowearingbeadsinthehead.Theylook

sobeautiful.Momgetsinandsheululateswhen

sheseesmybridesmaids.

Mom:“youguyslookstunning.Andwhyaren’tyou

dressed?”sheaskslookingatme.Iscratchmy

head.

Me:“Iwas,Iwas…”

Mom:“Iwas,Iwasini?”sheasksimitatingmyvoice

andIjustgiggle.

Me:“thereismydress,”Ipointitnexttome

becauseitisinmybedandIstandup.“Pleasehelp

megetdressed.”Ipoutandsherollshereyes.“Am

IallowedtoseeVuyo?”

Mom:“yeahbutonlyforafewminutesbecause

Kumelewabe.”

Me:“cansomeonepleasecallhimforme?”



Mom:“IwillgobecauseIamnotdressedyet.After

youaredonetalkingpleasegetdressedmtanami.”I

nodandsheheadsout.Mybridesmaidsheadnext

door.Afewminuteslaterhecomesin.Irunand

jumpintohisarms.Hecatchesmeandhugsme

tightly.

Me:“Iloveyou.”

Him:“Iloveyoumoremylove.”heplacesmedown

andheperksmylips.Heiswearingivestyengwe

withumblaselonezimbadada.

Me:“youareembracingyourculture.Iamlovingthe

Zuluyou.”

Him:“andyoulookedlikeaqueenwhenyouwere

wearingyourSwatiattire.Youlookedlikemy

queen.”

Me:“thatwastheplanmyking.”Wekissforafew

minutesandthenbreakit.“Let’snotgetcarried

awaybecausethewayIamcravingyou,maybe4



roundsiswhatthatwillsatisfyme.”helaughs.

Him:“Iwouldadd2roundslapho.”Ilaugh.

Me:“whenarethesepeopleleaving?”webothlaugh.

“Let’sjustgetthisdoneandoverwith,thenwewill

havequalitytimetogether.”

Him:“Ilikethesoundofthat.Letmegogetdressed

sothatwecanstartumabo.”Ikisshimforthelast

timeandthenheopensthedoor.Iquicklypullhim

insideandshutthedoor.

Me:“theyreallywon’tdiengo5minutesbabe.”He

chucklesandpicksmeup.Iwrapmylegsaround

hiswaist.Wegotothebathroomanddoourquickie

intheshower.Whenwearedoneheleaves.I

quicklyre-applymymake-up.Thebridesmaids

comebackandhelpmegetdressedinmywhite

boobtubemermaidgownwithbeadsfrombelowthe

boobstotheknees.Iwearredblockheels.Ialso

wearinhlokowhichisredandsomebeads

obasekhanda.



Nolby:“youlookabsolutelystunningfriend.Likea

ZuluQueen.”Ismile.

Me:“thanksbabe.”

Londy:“let’stakeafewselfies.”Wetakeafew

selfiesandweallheadoutukuyokwabawithmy

brotherscarryingthekist.

Umabobegins.Isitdownonthegrassmatnearmy

kist.NolbyiscallingthegiftswiththehelpofLondy.

Theyvolunteeredbecausetheywantedallthe

attentiontobeonthem.Theycalleverymemberof

thefamilyandtheStholesaredoingZuludancesto

showthattheyappreciatethegifts.Theycallmy

mother-in-lawandfather-in-law.CarmenandSpha

standinforthem.Whentheyaredone,Nolbytalks

again.Iputthenextcategorybecausethefollowing

peopleareveryimportanttoVuyo.

Nolby:“makotisaid,andIquote,‘Vuyohasbeento

JHBforalongtimeandovertheyearshehas

obtainedbrothersthere.ItwouldbebadifIdon’t



givethemsomething.’SoI’dlikebhutiDanversto

comeforward.”Danverscomeforwardshyly.He

takeshisgiftsandFortunatescreamsthemost.“I’d

alsolikesisiZethuThahanetocomeforward.”I

quicklylookatZethuandIcanseethatsheis

shocked.Shecomestotakehergiftandcomesto

perkmyforehead.

Zethu:“thankssisi.”

Me:“you’rewelcome.”Shegoesbacktowhereshe

wasstanding.Nolbycontinuescallingmostguards

fromtheSitholemansion.

Nolby:“lastlyI’dliketocallbhutiSoma.I’dliketo

readwhatiswrittenhere.‘Andnotthisisnotforthe

Somawhoisumkhongi.ThisisfortheSomawho

hasbeenthereformyfiancéthroughthickandthin

andwhogavehimcouragetoaskmeoutwhenmy

manhadigwababa.”Everyonelaughs.Somacomes

andtakeshisgift.“Ourlocalheromadoda.We

wouldn’tbehereifyoudidn’tadviceJobetopour

hisheartout.”peoplecontinuelaughingandbae



givesmethe‘ngizokuthola’look.Ijustsmileshyly

andlookdown.

Londy:“wewouldlikeusisiuThandekatocome

forward.”Shecomes.“Wellyoursisterinlawsaw

thatitwasbestthatshebuysyouaMichaelKors

andaFendibag.Eventhoughthisissomeone’s

salary.”Thandekalaughs.Shetakesthegiftsand

cometohugme.

Thandeka:“thankswifey.”Ihugherback.

Me:“you’rewelcome.”Shegoesbacktoherseat.

.
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Nolby:“nowwewouldliketocallumkhongi.”Soma

comesonceagainandtakeshisgifts.Theydon’thit

himbutIamdefinitelysuretheywillhitmybae.

Thandeka:“ourbrideandgroomcan’tsleeponthe

floor.Guyspleasebringthebedforher.”Igiggle.

Theguysbringabrandnewbed.Thandekaisfullof

surprises.“Youguyscancarryonnow.”Hisbrother

justchucklesshakinghishead.

Londy:“canourgroomcomeforwardandlieonthis

bedprovidedforhimandhisqueen?”baesmiles

andcomestolieonthebed.Istandupandmake

mywaytohim.Istartsinging.

Me:“owami,owami,owamiuJobe.”Theysingafter

meandhejustblushes.Ikisshischeekandmost

peoplesayncooh.



Itakethebasinwhichisfulloffhisnewcosmetics.

AccordingtocultureImustshowthatIwillbeable

totakecareofhim,bathhimwhennecessary.SoI

takethetowelandthesoap,it’swrappedupsoI

don’tunwrapit.Ipretendtoapplysoapinthetowel

andstartactinglikeIamwashing.Hewhispersthat

Imustn’tforgettowashJobeJr.andIjustlaugh.I

finishwiththehygieneprocessandsignalLondyto

passmehissuit.Itakeitoutofhiscoverandhelp

himwearthecoat.

Me:“thissuithastermsandconditions.”He

chuckles.“Youwillonlywearitwhenyouarefinally

afather.”

Him:“andwhenwillbethat?”Ishrug.

Me:“it’suptoyou.”

Ifoldthesuitnicelyandtakethepillowandthe

comforter.Ilayhisheadcarefullyinthepillowand



coverhisfaceandwholebodywiththecomforter.

Thegangdoesn’twastetime.Theyimmediately

attackhimwithsticks,Nolbyisevencarryinga

broomstick,don’tknowwhereshegotit.Hejumps

outofthebedandrunstowardshisfamily.Weall

laughathim.Theceremonycomestoanend.

Thefoodisservedonceagainandwemovetothe

frametent.Afewfamilyelderstalk,theMngunis

warningVuyoandtellinghimtotreatmegoodor

elseallhellwillbreakloose.TheStholesare

welcomingmetothefamilyandVuyo’sauntseems

nice.Shegetsallemotionalwishingthathersister,

Vuyo’smother,wasactuallyheretowitnesshisson

gettingmarried.Thespeechescometoanendand

peoplegooutsidetotakepicturesandjustsocialize.

IseeNolby’sparentsstandingnexttoanSUV.Itell

VuyothatIamgoingtogreetthem,henodswhile

talkingtoSoma.Iwalkuptothenandthekinghugs

mefirst.



King:“howareyoumydaughter?”

Me:“Iamfinebaba.Iamsogladthatyoucould

makeit.”

King:“wehaveothercommitmentsnextweek,soit

wascompulsorythatweattendthiswedding.”The

queenhugsmeandherhandslidesdowntomy

stomach.Sheliftsherheadandlooktothesky,her

eyesturningallwhite.Idon’tknowifIamimagining

thingsbuttheweatherchangestocloudy

immediately.Shefinallylooksatmeagain,hereyes

arenowbacktonormal.

Queen:“youarecarryingthefuturequeenofour

throne.Preciouscargo.Handlewithcare.”Iswallow

hard.

Me:“whatdoyoumeanma?”wellNolbyoncetold

methathermomhasagift,shecanseethefuture

butsheisnotasangomalikemyaunt.

Queen:“don’tworryyourselfaboutit.Herfuture



husbandis2yearsoldrightnow.Theyarenot

arrangedtomarrybytheancestorsbecausethey

aresoulmates.Theirlovestoryhasbeenpredicted

byamuchhigherpower.Theywillbetwoofthe

strongestrulersofalltimeandtogethertheywillbe

undefeated.”Iamshocked,Idon’twannalie.HereI

wasthinkingIwillhaveanormalkidwhoIwilldo

mother-daughtergoalsinthefuturekantiweeIam

carryingawholequeen.

Me:“madoesn’troyaltymarryroyalty?”

Queen:“notintheircase.ToobadIwon’tlivetosee

theirreign.”Ifrown.

Me:“whatdoyoumean?”auntThembelihlecomes

towherewearestanding.

Thembelihle:“thereyouare.”ShenoticeswhoIam

standingwith.“YourMajesties.”Shegreetswitha

smile.

Queen:“makhosi.”Shesmiles.



Thembelihle:“nowIamofficiallyjealousofyou.

Yourweddingisattendedbythepowerfulroyal

houseoftheJamas.”Irollmyeyesandlaugh.

Me:“comeonauntie,you’refriendswiththekingof

Swaziland.Whyareyoucomplaining?”

Thembelihle:“thatoneisonlyusingmygift.”Weall

laugh.Oneoftheguardcomeandwhisper

somethingtotheKing’sear,henods.

King:“congratulationsmydaughter.Ihopeyou

growoldwithyourhusband.”

Vuyo:“wellsheain’tgoinganywhere,evenifIhave

touseubhekaminangedwa.”Wealllaugh.He

comesandstandsnexttome.Thembelihle’sphone

ringsandsheanswersitwhilewalkingaway.

King:“letusblessyourmarriagebeforeweleave.”

Heandthequeenjoinhandsandtheyplacetheir

otherhandsonVuyoandI’sshoulders.Theysaya



silentprayerandtheysayamenwhentheyaredone.

Queen:“youhavesufferedinlife,fromnowonthe

Godsareonyoursideandtheyonlyhave

happinessinstoreforthebothofyou.”Wehug

them.“Goodbyekids.”

Me:“byema.”Theygettotheircarsandleave.

Vuyo:“youhungry?”

Me:“nobutIamtired.Whenarethesepeople

leaving?”helaughs.

Vuyo:“theyareourguestsandwecan’tchasethem

away.”

Me:“butIamnotokay.Iamsupertiredandmy

headhurts.”

Vuyo:“doyouneedsomethingforit?”Ishakemy

head.

Me:“pleasejustcallmymomforme.”Isayina

shackingvoice.Helooksatmewithaworriedface.



Vuyo:“let’sheadinsidethehouse.”Hepullsme

insidethehouseandonthewaypeoplestopupto

greet,hugandtakepictureswithus.Iamfakinga

smilebecauseIamdrained.Wegettothekitchen

andfindmomchattingwithVuyo’sncane,auntand

Lindiwe.Shestandsupwhensheseesmyface.

Mom:“iseverythingokaybaby?”Ishakemyhead.

“Youcangooutsideandattendyourguests,Iwill

takeitfromhere.”shesaystoVuyo.Henods.

Vuyo:“Iwillseeyouinafewminutesmylove.”he

kissesmycheekandheadsout.Momleadsmeto

Vuyo’sroomandIthrowmyselfinthebed.Mom

removesmyheelsfrommyfeet.Shesitsonthe

edgeofthebed.

Mom:“what’sup?”

Me:“Iamtired,drainedandsleepymama.Ithink

sleepingfor3hoursalsohaveanimpactinmy



fatigueplusIcouldn’tdrinkanyenergydrink.Iam

justgladIdon’thaveanyin-lawstoimpress

becauseIreallyneedtosleepnow.”Iyawnandshe

chuckles.

Mom:“iwishIwasyouwhenIgotmarried.”Ilaugh.

“Nowgetupsothatyoucanchange.”Ihuffand

standup.Shehelpsmegetoutofmydress.Ialso

takeoffmybraandwearanavyt-shirtdress.“Iwill

preparesomethingthatyouwilleatwhenyouwake

up.”Igetundercover.

Me:“lifesaver.”Shechuckles.

Mom:“Iwilllockthedoorfromoutsideandgivethe

keytoyourhusband.Wedon’twantpeople

snoopingaroundwhileyou’resleeping.”

Me:“okayma.”Sheheadsout,Iclosemyeyesand

drifttosleep.

.

.



.
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Westayedfor3daysafterthetraditionalwedding

atBarklyWest.Bengisakotiza,Vuyo’sncanenamed

meYandiswa.ShesaidthatwaswhatVuyo’smom

wantedtonametheirthirdchild,shouldtheyhave

one.It’sabeautifulnameandIloveit.Wecame

backyesterdayandIhadtogoforthedressfitting

intheevening.WellIdidexercise,soIamgladto

announcethatIstayedatsize34anddidnotgain

muchweight.ThedressesfittedmeperfectlyandI

washappy.

TodayElbethishereintown.Shecamewithmy



dress.Shewasconfidentthatitwon’tneedany

alterationsanditwillfitme.Ijusthavetotrusther

wordforit.SheisattheRadissonBluHotel.Iam

headedtherewithmomrightnow.Sheandmy

siblingsdidn’tgobacktoUmzimkhulu,theydecided

towaitforthewhitewedding.Tomorrowasitis

mom’sbirthday,wewillcelebrateitatmyhouse,

shejustwantsapeacefulfamilydinner.

Whiledrivingtothehotel,asongcomeson,weare

listeningtoUkhoziFMbecausemomlovesthat

station.Iimmediatelyrecognizethevoice,it’s

Azana.WowIhaveneverheardthissongandIam

alreadylovingit.Itsays‘UthandoLwangempela,

livusaumuntuebusuku,uzitholeusucabanga

ngezintozakudala.’Iamdefinitelywalkingdownthe

aislewiththissong.Iincreasethevolumeandmom

looksatme.

Mom:“you’reinlovemyprincess?”sheasksinan

amusedtone.



Me:“momIhavebeensearchingforasongwhichI

willwalkdowntheaislewithandIhavefinally

foundit.IamgoingtoaskThandekatobookAzana

forme.Iwanthertoperformthissongmama.Don’t

youfeelthelove?”shelaughs.Ihandhermyphone.

“PleasegotoiTunesandbutitforme.Searchfor

Azana–uthando.”

Mom:“okay.”

WegettothehotelandIdrivethecartotheparking

lot.Iparkitandclimboffwithmyhandbag.Mom

alsoclimbsoffandhandsmemyphoneback.She

says‘done’andIthankher.Ilockthecar.Bythe

way,wearetwinningbecausewearebothwearing

babyblueblouseswithdenimjeansandblockheels.

OfcourseLondekatookalotofpicturesbeforewe

left.WegettothelobbyandfindElbeth’sassistant.

WeexchangegreetingsandsheleadsustoElbeth’s

hotelroom.Wegetthereandexchangehugswith

Elbeth.Wesitdownonthecouches.



Me:“besidesmydress,whatelsethatbroughtyou

tothecityofgold?”

Elbeth:“myfamilydecidedtospendChristmashere,

so.”Sheshrugs.

Me:“okay.Nowwhereistheperfectdress?”she

laughsandstandsup.

Elbeth:“comewithme.”Istandup,placingmybag

andphoneonmyseatandfollowher.Wegettothe

bedroomandthedressishangedonthewall.

Me:“looksperfect,likeadressfitforaqueen.”She

chuckles.

Elbeth:“let’stryiton.”Itakeoffmyclothesandshe

helpsmewearmydress.FuckIlookstunning.I

twirlwhilelookingatmyreflectiononthemirror.

Me:“fuck,thisisperfectElbeth.”

Elbeth:“Iaimtoplease.”Shehelpsmewearmy

heelsandweheadbacktothelounge.



Mom:“wow.”

Me:“howdoIlookmommy?”

Mom:“magnificent,perfect,amazing,youknow

what,letmejustkeepquiet.”Wealllaughather.

Me:“Ilovemydress.LetmejusttakeitoffbeforeI

stainit.”Theyalllaughatme.Elbethhelpsmetake

itoutandweleavewithit.Ilaythedressonthe

backseat.Weclimbintothecaranddriveout.“Mom

let’sgoandbuyfoodthatwewillcookfor

tomorrow’slunch.Iknowthatmoststoresarefull,

sowewilljustgotoWoolies.”

Mom:“great.Whowillbejoiningus?”

Me:“VuyoandThandeka,TheMullerswhichis

Dakota’sfamily,maybe2or3ofVuyo’sfriends.”

Mom:“won’tyourfriendscome?”

Me:“no,theywillbespendingthedaywiththeir

families.Somomwhatdoyouwantasabirthday

presentthisyear?Anythingyouwant,Iwillbuyitfor



you.”Sheshakesherhead.

Mom:“babyyouhadumkhehloinNovember,2

weddingsthismonth,onehaspassedandoneis

stilltocome.Iloveyousomuch,Idon’twantyouto

gobrokeafteryourwedding.Afamilylunchwith

youguysisallIneed.Whatyoudidformelastyear

willdefinitelybeengravedinmymindandheartfor

therestofmylife.”Tearsfalldownmyeyesand

shequicklywipesthem.“Careful,youdon’twant

themtomakeyoucauseanaccidentmylove.”I

giggle.

Me:“Iloveyousomuchmama.”

Mom:“IloveyoutoomafungwasewakoMnguni.”

WegettothemallandheadtoWoolies.Baecalls

meandaskswhereIamat.ItellhimIamheading

toWoolies.IalsotellhimthatIamwithmymom.

Hedoesn’trespond,insteadhehangsup.Ijustroll



myeyesandwegetinsidetheshop.Westart

shopping,wealsotaketherainbowcakebecause

assoonasmyeyeslandedonit,Ijustcravedit.We

alsotaketinroof.Westandonthequeuechatting

aboutanythingandeverything.Outoftheblue,

princess’sdaddycomestowherewearestanding

withasmileonhisface.

Him:“ladies.”Hekissesmomonhercheek.

Mom:“howareyouson-in-law?”

Him:“Iamfinema,howareyou?”

Mom:“Iamgoodson.”Hecomestomeandperks

mylips.

Him:“Howareyoumysweetrose?”

Me:“Iamfine.”Wegettothetillandoffloadallthe

thingswebought.Whenit’stimetopayItakeout

mycardbuthetakesitandputsitbacktomywallet.

Hethentakesouthisblackcardandswipes.Iroll

myeyes,showoff.Wetakethestuffandheadto



theparkinglot.Weloadthegroceriesintheboot

andheadbackinsidethemall.

Him:“bytheway,youladieslookabsolutely

beautiful.”Momsmilesandthankshim.

Me:“nowcanyougo?Weareactuallyhavinga

motheranddaughterdayout.”

Mom:“ayboLwandeka.Letmeguysgiveyouafew

minutestotalk.YouwillfindmeatSpiceandStuff.”

SheleavesbeforeIcanrespond.

Him:“Iamsorryforspoilingyourday.”

Me:“no,you’renot.Whydidn’tyouletmepayfor

thegroceries?Yesyouaremyhusbandbutthat

doesn’tmeanyouwillhavetopayforeverything.I

dohavemyownmoney,Iownafarm,andIworkas

amanager.Icanaffordmostofmyexpenses.Don’t

dothatagain.”

Him:“Iamsorrybaby,Iwasjusttryingtobe

romantic.”



Me:“youareromantic,justdon’ttrynewthingsthat

willturnmeoffandmakemefeeluseless.”Herubs

hisface.

Him:“IrealizemymistakeandIhumblyapologize.I

won’teverdothatagainunlessyoumistakenlyleft

yourwalletathome.”Ichuckle.“NowcanIgetmy

kissbeforeyougetbacktoyourmotherand

daughterdayout?”Ismileandpullhisheadtomy

face.Weshareapassionatekiss,forgettingthatwe

areactuallyinpublic.Wethenbreak.

Me:“seeyoutomorrowloverboy.”

Him:“noteventonight?”Ilaughandjustleavehim

standingthere.

THANDEKA

Wearehavingaquietandpeacefulpooldaywith

Sizweathishouse.Wejustwokeuptodayand

decidedwearenotgoinganywhere.Wearejust



goingtochillinourswimwearinthepool,plusthe

sunispermittingus.Iwillonlyleavetonight

becauseIhavetocheckmyclubs.Ihavealsogiven

Lwandekatheweekoffsothatshecanfocusonher

weddingandbelessstressedaboutwork.Weare

chillingonthechairsnearthepoolwhilesippingon

cocktailswhichImade,Icanbeagenius

sometimes.

Me:“myking,Iamactuallythinkingabout

LwandekaandLuvuyo’sweddinggift.Iwannacover

theirhoneymoonexpenses.”

Him:“IamprettysureJobehasalreadyplanneda

honeymoonforthemmyqueen.Afterall,heis

romantic.”

Me:“wellIcancelledhishoneymoonplans.Iwant

themtogotothisislandinFiji.It’scalledKadavu

Island.TheywillbestayingatZeavolaResort&

Spa.”

Him:“seemslikeyouhaveallthisfiguredout.”I



smile.

Me:“yes.AlsoThabi’sjetwillbetransportingthem

soonaftertheendoftheweddingreception.”

Him:“Iwilljustbuythemclothesthattheywillwear

inthehoneymoon.Butyouhavetohelpmepick

themoutke.”

Me:“that’sbrilliantbaby.Wewillgototheshopson

the26th.”

Him:“whendoyouwantmetopaylobola?”

Me:“maybeinMayorJune.”

Him:“whowillIbepayingto?”

Me:“uncles,dad’sbrothers.Theydoexist,it’sjust

thattheyneverbotheredthemselvesaboutus.”

Him:“okaylove.”myphonebeepsandIcheckthe

message.It’sfromNicky,itsaysPopihasbeen

kidnapped.Ijustchuckleshakingmyhead.“Whatis

itlove?”



Me:“nothing.Someoneisjusttestingme.Idon’t

thinktheycanhandlemeonceIunleashthebeast

insideofme.”hechuckles.

Him:“babecalmdown.Don’tletanyonespoilour

day.”Ismile.

Me:“relax,noonewill.Iwilldealwiththislateron

beforeIgototheclubs.Nowlet’sswim.”Istandup

andhealsostandsup.Wegetinsidethepool.

Insteadofswimming,wejustfoolaround,kissing

andgivingeachotherpleasureusingourhands.But

mymindisstillonwhocould’vetakenPopi.

Whoeveritis,heorsheisgoingtoregretit.

.

.

.
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NARRATED

SizwegotintothewarehouseandhemetSquashat

thedoor.Squashpulledhimtotheofficeandtold

himaboutTheLioness’sgangandhowstrongit

hasbecome.SquashtoldSizwethattheymust

torturePopiwhomSquashkidnappedearlier,he

knewthatsheisclosewithTheLioness.Squashled

SizwetowherePopiwasheld,butfirstheworea

masksothatPopiwouldn’tidentifyhimandexpose

histrueidentityshouldheescapebecauseheknew

thatthereisahugepossibilitythatTheLioness

mightbeonherwayhere.Angiewasbusy

punchingPopi.Popilaughedwhenshesawthem

enteringtheroomwhereshewasat.Shelikes

talkinginriddles,proverbsandidiomssotheywere

inforatreat.

Popi:“Hewasafraidtogohomebecauseofthe



maninthemask.Whoisthemaninthemask?”

theyallkeepquietandlookather.ThereisAngie

whoisanassassin,Couragewhoisahackerand

Pitsiwhoismuscleman.

Courage:“themaninthemaskisthecatcher.”

Popi:“shame,youhadtoGoogleitfirst.”Sherolls

hereyes.

Squash:“telluswhatweneedtoknowandwho

knows,maybewemightletyougo.”Shelaughsout

loud.

Pitsi:“thiscangotheeasywayorthehardandifI

wereyoulittlegirl,I’dtalknowsothatIdon’tfind

myselftoothless.”Squashslappedhersohardthat

sheclenchedherjaws.

Popi:“opasnost’budetpresledovat’yeye,Iona

vsegdavstretitetosulybkoy.(Dangerwillchaseher

andshewillalwaysgreetitwithasmile.”Shesays

withasmile.



Angie:“whatthefuckdidshejustsay?”

Courage:“Ithinkthat’sGermanorRussian.”

Squash:“wherecanwefindTheLioness?”

Popi:“youhaveahackerinyourpresence.Why

don’tyouletherdothehonorsoftrackingthegreat

lioness?Owwbutyoucan’tbecausesheisaghost,

orissheamyth?”shelaughs.ShelooksatSizwe

andshetiltsherheadtotheside.Shethensmiles

andshakesherhead.

Squash:“wedon’twantthingstogetoutofhand.

Weknowyouandyourtwin.Weknoweverything

thereistoknowaboutyou.”

Popi:“thenhowcomedon’tyouknowthebig

boss?”

Squash:“weknowyouhaveathreeyearoldchild

andifyoudon’tgiveusthelioness,wearegoingto

killherandtrustus,wewill.”

Angie:“sinceIamasniper,Icanjusttakeherout

withinamatterofseconds.”Popismiles.



Popi:“Iamatwin.Ifyouwantmyfamilytobe

vulnerable,youtakebothtwins.Neverleavethe

other.Nexttimebesmarterthanthis.”Shesmiles

andstartssinging‘theyknow’byDrake.Angie

punchedheronherlowerabdomen.

-

-

Thandekastrappedhergunsandknivesinherbody.

Therestofthegangalsodidthat.Nickycameto

hercarryinghertablet,shewasalsowearinga

wirelessmicroearpiece.Shehadgivenevery

memberoftheganganearpiecesothatshecan

communicatewiththem.

Nicky:“Ihavejammedallnetworksignalswithina5

kmradiusofthewarehouse.”

Thandeka:“goodjob.Youareridingwithme,T-bone

andLutho.”

T-bone:“lookingforwardtoseeingDarkEagle?”

Thandeka:“thisisarescuemissionforPopi.When



sheissafe,thenIwillgoafterhim.That’sifheis

there.”

Cleo:“you’reright.”

Thandeka:“wereyouabletodetectallpossible

exits?”

Nicky:“yes.Thereareabout5exitsandan

undergroundescapetunnel.”BiancalooksatPerry.

Bianca:“relaxtwin.YourotherhalfissafeandIam

prettysureshehasn’topenedhermouth.”

Perry:“Iamprettysuresheisentertainingthem

withherriddlesandidiomsandproverbsandalittle

bitRussianhereandthere.”shesaysandchuckles

abit.

Bianca:“youknowhertoowell.”

Asher:“Let’sgetgoing.”Theyallheadoutintheir

carsnotbikes.Theygettothewarehouseandthey

goindifferentgroupstodifferentexits.They

eliminatetheguardsthattheyfindintheentrances.



-

-

Insidethewarehousetheyheargunshotsgoingoff.

Somestarttopanic.Popilaughsandshouts‘THE

OWLSHAVELANDED!’SquashsignalsSizwethat

theymustleave.TheytakeCourageandtheyhead

towardsthe4thexitwithsomeofthegang

memberswalkinginfrontofthem.Assoonasone

ofthemopensthedoor,shotsarefired.They

quicklyprotectstheirbossandSizweshootsatthe

2menatthedoor.Heshootsthem,luckilyinthe

armsandlegsandhequicklyfleaswithSquashand

Courage.

ThandekawalksinsidewithAsherandLutho.She

looksaroundforPopianddoesn’tseeher.

Thandeka:“spreadoutandfindher.”Shesignalsto

hergang.Theycomplywithherorders.

Nicky:“MbuleloandSainthavebeenshot.Someone



checkthemout.”shesaysthroughtheearpiece.

Thandekacurses.

Thandeka:“AsherandRiotgotakethemout.”

Asher:“rogerthatboss.”Heheadstowardsthe

entrancewhereMbuleloandSaintareat.

Lutho:“wefoundherboss,unharmed.”

Thandeka:“goodtohear.AnysignofDarkEagle?”

Nicky:“heleftwiththehackerandhisrighthand

man.”

Thandeka:“didyouseehisface?”

Nicky:“hewaswearingamask.”Shechuckles.

T-bone:“don’tworryboss.Everydoghasitsday.”

Thandeka:“lightthisplaceup.”T-bonenodsand

headsout.TheycomeoutwithPopi.

MomentslaterT-bonecomesbackwith25lof



gasoline.HehandsonetoLutho.Theypouritall

overtheplace.Whentheyaredone,theymakesure

everyoneisoutandthentheylightuptheplace.

Theyallgetinsidethecars.Theydrivetothe

warehouse.TheyquicklytakecareofMbuleloand

Saintbecausetheycan’ttakethemtothehospitals.

WhentheyarestitchedupThandekainstructs

everyonetositdown.Shedoesn’tsit.

Thandeka:“Popiareyouokay?”

Popi:“yes.Theypunchedmehereandthere,butit’s

notsomethingthatintense.Thesepeoplearefuckin

afraidofyouboss.”

Thandeka:“didyoumanagetoseeDarkEagle’s

face?”sheshakesherhead.

Popi:“hewaswearingamaskthewholetime.”

Cleo:“howdidtheyabductyouandwheredidthey

findyou?”

Popi:“Ireallydon’tknowhowtheyfoundmeand



howtheyknewIamamemberoftheOwls.Iwas

waitingforPerryoutsideAlloy.Ithenwentfurther

intotheparkinglotbecauseIwantedtosmoke.Out

oftheblue,anSUVdroveonhighspeedtowards

mydirection.BeforeIcouldreact3mengotoutand

oneoftheminjectedme.WhenIwokeup,Iwasat

theirwarehouse.”

Thandeka:“guyswedidsayweareafamily.Iam

notsayingweshouldbabysiteachother,butthe

leastwecoulddoischeckuponeachotherevery

nowandthen.WhatifPopiwaskidnappedbysome

psychowhotorturedherandrapedher?Please

guys,watcheachother’sbacks.Letthisbethelast

timeoneofusisfoundinthissituation.AimI

clear?”

Everyone:“sureboss.”

Thandeka:“nowhaveagreatChristmas.Wewill

meetagainonthe1stofJanuaryforour1stannual

braai.”



Everyone:“sureboss.”Everyonegotupandheaded

totheirhomes.

.

.

.
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ChristmasDaywasgreat.Ispenditwithmyloved

onesandIcouldseethatmomwasbeyondhappy.I

wenttofetchmyother2dressesyesterdayand

theyalsoperfect.RightnowIampacking.It’s2

daysbeforethewedding.WearegoingtoThe

VillageLodgetodayfortheBacheloretteparty.In

themorningwewillalsohavethebridalshower

thereandsleeptheresothatwewillbenearertothe



venue.Theguysarealsogoingwithusbuttheywill

bepartyingatBushParadisePub.Baepromised

thathewon’tdrinktoomuch,eventhoughIdidn’t

askhim.

Wewillbedrivingtogether.Idon’tknowwhichcar

heisbringing.IaskedLondytodrivemyi8there

sinceIwannashowcaseitonmyweddingday

becauseIwillbedrivingmyselftomywedding

venue.TheguyswillsleepattheSingitaBoulders

Lodgetomorrownightbecauseyouknowit’sbad

luckforthegroomtoseethebridebeforethe

weddingday.Ifinishpackingandtakemybags

downstairs.MomwillbedrivingtheCH-Rwiththe

twins,sothedressesaregoingtocomewithher

andsheisonlycomingtomorrownight.

IfindmomchattingwithVuyo,LondyandDakota.

Thetwinsareprobablyatthestablesbecausethey

loveplayingwiththehorsesandsometimesfeeding

andwashingthem.Senzohaseventaughtthem



howtoridethehorses.Iamthinkingofbuying

cows,goatsandsheep,butIwillonlybuylittleby

little.IgotothekitchenandRainimmediately

handsmeafruitsalad.Ilaughandthankher.Ihead

backtotheloungeandsitnexttomybae.

Me:“iseverythingsetforthewedding?”Iask

lookingatmyweddingplanners.

Dakota:“yes.Wewilljustquicklyheadtothe

weddingvenueassoonaswegettoMpumalanga

sothatwecanfinalizeotherthings.”Inod.

Me:“thedressesandsuitsareready?”

Londy:“yes.BhutiJobesaidSomawillbedriving

theH1andtheywillbeloadedthere.”Inodagain

andcontinueeatingmysalad.

Vuyo:“areyoureadytoleave?”

Me:“yeah.Therearemybagsoverthere.”Ipointat

theminthetablebythediningroom.Hestandsup.

Vuyo:“letmejusttakethemtothecar.”Hetakes



themandheadout.Ialsostandup.

Me:“weshouldleave.”IhandLondymycarkeys.I

takemyphoneandtransferR2ktoheraccount.

“That’sforpetrol.”Shesmiles.

Londy:“andsomesweetsontheway.”Weall

chuckle.Dakotaisdrivingherbrother’scaragain

today.Wehugmomandthenweheadout.Iscream

whenIseethewhiteG-wagenonthedriveway.I

turntoVuyoandfindhimstaringatmewithasmile.

Me:“what’sthespecialoccasiontodaymunchie?”

Vuyo:“Iamdrivingwithmywife.Thatisvery

specialtome.”ncoohguysukuthandwanje.Igo

andhughimwiththefruitsaladandphoneonmy

hands.Ibreakthehugandperkhislips.“Let’sget

going.”Weallgetintothecarsanddriveout.Weare

meetingtheganginJHBcentral.

Wegetthereandparkthecars.WegotoCheckers.

Wegetthereandbuyallgoodiesthatwewillneed



fortheroad.Theganggetsinwhileweareinthe

drinksisle.Theymakenoiseandweexchangehugs.

Nolbyinsistsonustakingpictures.Wetakeafew

selfiesandfullpics.Whenwearedonetheyalso

buytheirgoodies.Wepayforeverythingandthen

headtotheparkinglot.Iseeapersoncarryinga

chickenlickenplasticbagandmymouthwaters

whenIthinkabouttheirwings.

Weloadthestuffinthebootsandthewholegang

headbackinsidethemall,toNandos.Theyorder

andthemeatarrives.Ionlyeatonepieceandthen

drinkmyjuice.BaenoticesthatIamnoteatingand

turnshisattentiontome.

Bae:“whatiswrong?”

Me:“Idon’tfeellikeeatinggrilledmeattoday.”

Bae:“butit’syourfavorite.”

Me:“nottoday.Canyougivemeyourcardbecause

Ileftmineinthecar?”hetakesouthiscardand



handsittome.

Iquicklystandupandheadout.Igotochicken

lickenandorder12wings.Ialsoorder3piecesof

chicken.WhenIfinallygetmyorderIheadbackto

Nandos.Ifindthegangattheentrance.IgiveVuyo

theplasticsandgotothetill.Iorderlargefried

chips,afterafewminutestheyhandthemtome

andIheadtotheparkinglot.Ifindmyfriends

dancingwhileDakotaistakingavideo.Ijustlaugh

andstartmunchingonthechips.

Fortunate:“comejoinusbridetobe.”Ijointhem

andwedanceforafewminuteswhilelaughing.

ThandekaandLondyaredoingthevoshos.

Wefinallygetinsidethecarsandoffwegoto

Mpumalanga.Onourwaythere,Itakeoutmy

chickenwingsandeatthem.Baeasksmetofeed

himoneandIgladlydoso.Afterbeingintheroad

forabout6hours,wegettoTheVillageLodge.We



checkinandgoourseparaterooms.IamgladthatI

amnotsharingtheroomwithanyone.Iputmybags

inthecloset,takeoffmyclothes,wrapatowel

aroundmybodyandlayonthebed.Afewmoments

latersomeoneknocksonthedoor.BeforeIcan

evengivethatpersonthepermissiontoenter,the

dooropens.Baecomesin.hedoesn’tsayanything.

Hejusttakesoffhisshoesandjoinmeinthebed.

Togetherwedriftofftolalaland.

-

Weareatthebarhereatthelodge.Wearenotthe

onlyoccupyingthisbar,wejustoccupying2tables.

Iamdrinknon-alcoholchampagneandasmuchas

Imissalcohol,Iamnotthatmiserable.Weareall

wearingshorttightdressesandheels,butmydress

isnotthattightaroundthestomach.Thegangisall

wearingsasheswritten‘Lwah’sbacheloretteparty’.

Idon’tknowwhentheyorganizedthem.Iamalso

wearingonewhichiswritten‘Jobe’sBride’.Iamso

gladIamnotwearingthetraditional‘Bridetobe’

sash.



TheMCcallsmetothestageandmanypeople

congratulateme.Wedancemostofthenightand

whenwearetiredwejustsignalthewaiterstobring

usfood.Theybringtwoplatterswithkebabs,

samosas,wings,ribsandotherfingerfoods.Ialso

askforajuiceandtheybringittome.Westart

munchingwhileengagingonsomeinteresting

conversations.

Me:“Fortunatewereyouseriousaboutyouand

Qhayiya?Whathappened?”

Fortunate:“Iwasn’thappyinthatrelationship.

Qhayiyawasemotionallyabusiveandhedidn’tlove

methewayIwantedtobeloved.Hewas

possessive,controllingandliterallywatchedmy

everymove.HeproposedandItoldhimIcan’t

marryhimbecauseIdon’tlovehimanymoreandI

amnothappywiththewayheistreatingme.He

neversawhismistakesandsaidIwantedto

changehimintobeingJobebecauseIsomehow



haveacrushonhim.WhenItoldhimthathewas

wrong,henearlyslappedme.That’swhenItook

everythingIhadandlookedforanapartment.”

Thandeka:“wow,sorrywedidn’trealizewhatyou

weregoingthrough.Wearesuchbadfriends.”

Fortunate:“no,it’snotyourfaultguys.Wewereall

busywithLwah’swedding.Youdidn’tneedmylame

problems.”

Nolby:“welltheyarenotlame.AndIamgladyou

wannamoveon.ButareyousureyouwantDanvers?

ImeanIhaveheardtheguyspeakonceortwice.He

isthetotaloppositeofyou.”

Fortunate:“wellIamnotreallylookingfora

relationshipwithhim.It’sjustthathehas‘that

thing’mann.”

Audrey:“hedoeshavethateffect.Plushismuscles,

wooo.”Welaughather.



Judith:“areyoureadytogetmarriedtotheloveof

yourlife?”sheaskslookingatme.

Me:“welltechnicallywearealreadymarried.”They

alllaugh.

Dakota:“howdidyouknowthathewastheone?”

Me:“Iknewthefirsttimeheconfessedhisfeelings

tome.Itwasinthewayhetalked,thewayheheld

meandthewayhelookedintomyeyes.Hewas

verynervousandspokeveryfast.Iamsureyou

guyscanneverimagineJobebeinganervous

wreck.Thatdayheworehisheartuphissleeve.I

madeasilentprayerandIwaslike‘thankyouGod

forbringingthismanintomylife.’Eversincethen

ourlovegrewstrongerandweevensurvived

cycloneLilian.”Theyallgiggle.

Dakota:“IwishIcanalsofindapersonwhowill

lovemewhollyandnevercomparemewith

someoneelse.”



Aviwe:“whenthetimeisright,Godwillprovide.”

Londy:“amentothat.”wecontinueeatingand

partyingandhavingtalksinbetween.

-

-

Thefollowingdaywefirstgotoaspa.Wedofull

bodymassagesandwaxes.Whenwearedone,they

hostabridalshowerforme,it’sapicnicbridal

shower.Otherladiesjoinusandtheyshowerme

withgifts.Timeforspeechescome.

Judith:“Ihavebeenmarriedfor4years.My

husbandandIhavehadourfairsharesof

argumentsandfights.Butweneverbrokeup,

insteadwegrewstronger.YouandJobehave

somethingspecial.Iwilladviseyouonthis.Wemay

beagroupoffriendsandallbutdon’tletanyoneof

usgettooclosetoyourman.Don’tevenletthem

havehisnumber.Weareyourfriendsnotyour

husband’sfriends.Weshouldknowourboundaries.

Wemightbehappyforyounowbutyoucan’t



predictthefuture.Maybesomeonewillbeso

enviousofyourmarriageandtheywillendup

hittingyouwithacycloneLilianpart2.”Wealllaugh.

“Boundariesgirls,boundaries,that’sallIwanna

say.”Shetakesaseat.

Aviwe:“Iwon’tstandbecauseIamshy.Iwilljust

talkfromwhereIamseated.”Wealllaughather.“I

loveyouLwahandIjustwannacongratulateyou

forfindingyoursoulmateandyourknightin

shiningamour.Mostofuslookuptoyouandwe

arehappytoseeyouprosperinginbothloveand

life.MayyourlovegrowstrongerandmayGod

provideyouwithmanyprincessandprincess

becauseyouguyshavesomuchlove.Wehaveno

doubtthatyouwillloveyourchildren

unconditionally.”Istanduptohugherandkisses

hercheek.Imoutha‘thankyou’andshesmiles.

Audreystands.Bytheway,sheistheMCfortoday.

Audrey:“Iknowyouarestillwaitingformore



speechesbutwewouldliketobringoutamarriage

counsellorwhoisourguestspeaker.Don’tworry

shewon’tbelong,sheisjustheretogiveyouafew

marriagetips.Ladiespleasejoinyourhands

togetherandwelcomeDr.BavelilePhato.”Weclap

ourhandsandawomanwholookslikesheisinher

latethirtiescomestowhereweareseated.

Bavelile:“gooddayladies.”Wegreetherback.“Iam

Dr.BavelilePhatoandIamamarriagecounsellor.I

graduatedformyPhDinUCT.Iam45yearsold.I

amamotherandawife.Ihavebeenpracticingfor

yearsbuttodayIamgoingtodothingsdifferently.I

gotmarriedwhenIwas22andhadmyfirstbornat

25.Marriageisnoteasy.Myin-lawsinsultedmefor

3years,sayingIaminfertileandnotenough

womanfortheirson.Myhusbandstoodbyme

throughthickandthin.Hewasn’teveninrushto

havechildren.WhenIfinallytoldhimthatIwas

pregnant,hewasoverthemoon.Theinsults

continuedandsomeevensaidthekidisnothis.”

Shewipeshertears.



“Themorallessonofthestoryisthathavingagreat

partnertostandupforyouandsupportyouevery

timeisawesomebecauseitmakesomethings

needyourpartner’ssupportandstrength.Alsoyou

mustsupporthimemotionally,spiritually,physically

andfinancially.Don’tchangethelittlemeaningful

thingsyouweredoingbeforethemarriage.That’s

whatkeepsyourmarriagefun,healthyandless

stressful.Don’ttellotherpeopleyourmarriage

problems.Rathergotoaprofessional.Don’ttell

yourmotherifyourhusbandismistreatingyou,if

youarenotreadytoleavehim.Thatwillmakeyour

motherhatehim,evenwhenhegoesbackto

treatingyoulikeaqueen,yourmotherwillalways

viewhimasanabuser.”

“Icanseethatyouarenaturallybeautifulbutthat

doesn’tmeanwhenyouaremarriedyoushouldjust

maybestaythewholedaywithouttakingashower

justbecauseyouarenaturallybeautiful.Don’tshy

awayfromyourhygieneprocessesjustbecause



youarenowusedtoeachother.Yourfriendstold

methatyouarenotaninsecureperson.Don’t

changethatonceyouaremarried.Youtrustyour

partner,right?”Inod.“Continuetrustinghimand

sometimesgivehimhisprivacy.Don’tbeallupin

hisspace.Relax,onceIleavehere,Iamheaded

straighttowhereheissothathecanalsoknow

someofthedosanddon’ts.Shouldyouwantmore

tipsandadvices,don’thesitatetocontactme.”she

stopstalkingandwegiveheraroundofapplause.I

standuptohugher.

Me:“thankyousomuch.”

Bavelile:“youarewelcomeandcongratulations.”

Me:“thankyouagain.”Igiggle.

Theprogramcontinuesandthespeechesalso

continue.Theyserverefreshmentsandthen

Bavelileleaves.Weplayafewgamesandthencut

thecake.Aftereatingitwereturntooursuites.I

takeanapandwhenIwakeupIfindmomandmy



siblingschattingwhileeatinginmyroom.Ijoin

themandwereminiscegoodmemories,eventhe

oneswheredadwasstillalive.

MysiblingsleaveandIaskmymomtosleepwith

me.Shemakesfunofmebutendsupsleepingwith

me.WesingafewsongsfromBeyoncé,Celine

Deon,WhitneyHoustonandotherlegendaryfemale

singers.Wellmomistalentedsowearehavinga

blast.IalsorecordafewvideosformyInstagram.

.

.

.

#MyKnight

[11/21,10:51] :Chapter66



Iwakeuptoasweetandshortmorningtextfrom

mybabydaddysaying‘morningMrs.Sithole.Ilove

youandIcan’twaittoseeyourbeautyagain,this

timeinthealter.Don’tmakemewait.’Idon’t

respondtoit.InsteadIjustheadtothebathroom.I

takealongbathandthenlotionmybody.Iwrapa

towelaroundmybodyandheadbacktomyroom.I

wearmywhitematchingunderwear.Ijustgeta

crazyideaandthenIjusttakemyphone.Itakea

pictureofmythighswithoutanyshowofthe

lingerieandsendittobae.HequicklycallsandI

justblockhiscallwhilelaughing.

Theglamsquadarrivesandtheydomymake-up

andhair.Mybridesmaidsaregettingdressedin

anotherroom.Wedidn’twantchaosinmyroom.

Theyfinishmakingmebeautifulandthenthey

leave.Momcomestomyroomwithaunt

Thembelihle.Theyhelpmegetdressedinmyfirst

dressfortheday.It’saluxuriousbeadedfloralball

gownwithsheerneckandlongsleeves.Ijustlook

likeatruequeenbeforeIcanevenwearmycrown.



Momhelpsmeputonmytiaraandveil.Aunt

Thembelihlehelpsmeputonmysilverrhinestone

pumpshighheels.Wellforeverydressthereisa

differentshoe.

Mom:“youlookamazingmylove.”

Me:“pleasedon’tsayanyemotionalspeech

becauseIwillfindmyselfruiningmymake-up.”

Mom:“welllet’sgogetdressed.Don’tkillyourself

anddon’tgetcoldfeet.”

Me:“reallymom?”shelaughs.“DoesLondyhave

thecrown?”

Mom:“stopworrying,youaregoingtostressmy

grandchild.”theybothheadout.

Igoandstandinfrontofthemirror.Ilooklike

someone’squeenandit’slikeit’smycoronationday.

WellitismycoronationbecauseIamabouttobe

crownedrulerofVuyo’sheartandwillruletillthe

dayIdie.Thedooropensandbabomdalastepsin



followedbyUncleBongani,Muziwokuthulaand

uncleNsika.Iturntolookatthem.Theyalllook

superflyandtheyevenshaved.IfIdidn’tknow

betterI’dsaytheyarescoutingfornewwivestoday.

Me:“damnyouguyslooksuperfly.Areyousureyou

arenotmarried?”theyalllaugh.

Nsika:“mshanawewerespecificallytoldtodressto

impress,sohereweareandwearegladthatwe

haveimpressedyou.”

Me:“babomdalaIhopeyouwon’tbelookingfora

newbridetoday.Phelanowomanwillrejectyou

whileyouarelookingthishandsomeandsmart.”

Theylaughathimandhejustchuckles.

Babomdala:“willyoubeabletositdown?Wejust

wannashareafewwordsofwisdom,wewon’ttake

long.”Icarefullysitdownonthebedandhesits

nexttome.Theyallfindaplacetosit.“Youare



umafungwasewakoMnguni,thefirstdaughterin

theMnguniclaninyourgeneration.Weloveyou

withallourheartsandwearehappythatyouare

gettingmarriedtosomeonewholovesyoulikewe

doandactuallylovesyoumorethanwedo.”

Muzi:“wewantyoutoknowthatyouhaveahome

intheMngunihomestead.Youwillalwayshavea

homethere.Whenyouarefedupinyourmarriage,

comebackhome.Wearenotthoseoldfashioned

fatherswhowilltellyoutogobackthereandfix

yourmarriage.Insteadwewillwelcomeyouwith

warmheartsandhands.Youareourdaughterso

wealwayswanttoseeyouhappy,notonlyonthe

outsidebutontheinside.”

Bongani:“youalsohaveahomekoNdlovumshana.

IfeverVuyomistreatsyouorlaysahandonyou,

don’tbeafraidtocometous.Wewillgladlyteach

himalessonthathewillneverforget,eveninhis

afterlife.”



Nsika:“andlastly,thisisagiftfromallofus.”he

takesoutanenvelopeandhandsittome.“You

neveraskedforanythingwhenyouwerebusy

preparingforyourwedding,youjustaskedforour

participationandweareproudofyou,thatyouare

independentandyouareagreatrolemodeltoyour

youngersisters.”IopentheenvelopeandIscream

whenIseethewritingonit.

Me:“youguysboughtmeaplotofland?”Iasknot

believingmygift.

Babomdala:“congratulationsmafungwaseka

Ntokozo.”

Me:“helpmestandupsothatIcanhugyouguys.”

Theylaughandbabomdalahelpsmestandup.I

hugthemall.“Thankyousomuchguys.IpromiseI

willrepresenttheMngunisandtheNdlovusinthe

SitholehouseholdandIwon’tdisappoint.”Thedoor

opensandmomgetsinwearingablacklacy



bodysuitwitharedpanssuitandblackheels.She

toppedoffherlookwitharedstylishhat.Shelooks

sosexyandgorgeous.Thegentlemenwithmelook

shocked.

Me:“momisthatyou?”shelaughs.“Youlook

stunningmkaNtokozo.Iamprettysureheisnot

restinginpeacetoday.”Shegiggles.

Mom:“thatonemustrest.”

Bongani:“youlookstunningdade.”Theyall

complementherandshethanksthem.Theythen

leave.

Mom:“let’spray.”Wejoinourhandsandsayashort

silentprayer.Afterthatshefixesmeandadjusts

mytiara.Ihandhermyenvelopeandsheputsitin

herbag.

Weheadtothehallwayandthat’swhereImeetmy

bridesmaidsandflowergirls.Theyalllookbeautiful

andtheflowergirlslooksupercutewithminimum



make-up.Thebridesmaidsarewearingemerald

greensilkyoff-shouldermermaiddressesandgold

heels.Theyarecarryingwhiteandgoldbouquets.

Theyallscreamwhentheyseemeandthe

complementsjustpopout.Whentheyaredone

gushingovermybeautyweheadtowardsthe

driveway.Weaskedthelodgevalettoparkthecars

theresothatwecandolivevideosassoonaswe

exitthelodgedoors.

Weallfreezewhenweseeabrandnewdarkgrey

MaseratiLevantiTrofeowithagreenribbon

standingoppositethedoor.Myfriendsstarttaking

videoseventhoughtheydon’tknowwhatisgoing

on.Ashortdarkladycomestowardsmeandhands

mechampagne.

Lady:“Mrs.SitholemynameisKhomotsoMafatshe.

Iwassentherebyyourhusband.Hisexactwords

were‘Everyqueenneedsherowncarriage’.SoI

guessthisisyourcarriage.”Shehandsmecarkeys



andthenitfinallysinksinthatLuvuyoSithole

boughtme‘TheDevil’sFork’asaweddingpresent.

MythroatgoesdryandIcanfeeltearsloading.I

shakemyhead.

Me:“no,noIamnotgoingtocry,notonmy

weddingday.”Theyallgiggle.IcirclemycarandI

seethatthenumberplateispersonalized‘MRS.

JOBE’.“Isthisreallymine?”IaskandKhomotso

justlaughs.

Khomotso:“hedidsaythatyouwillfindithardto

believebuthetoldmethathedoesn’thavethe

wholeday.Drivetotheweddingvenuewithittosee

ifit’sreallytrue.”

Iopenitinsideandtheinteriorisexquisite,the

seatsareengraved‘LWAH’.Thisisreallymycar.I

screamandjumpalittlebecausemydressisheavy.

Myfriendsandfamilylaughatmyhalfexcitement.I

takemyphoneandcallJobe.Heanswersitonthe



firstring.

Vuyo:“Isuspectyougotyou…”Idon’tevenlethim

finishbecauseIscreamoutloud.Helaughs.“You

loveyournewcar.”

Me:“verymuch,butnotmorethanIloveyou.”

Vuyo:“nowMrs.Sitholegetyourfatassonthecar

andcomemeetyourkingonthealterbeforehe

beginstothinkthatyouaretooshytoshow

yourself.”Ilaughandclimbonthedriverseat.Iam

sogladthatthecarhasenoughroomformydress.

Me:“it’sperfectmunchie.Itevenhadenoughroom

formydress.”

Vuyo:“kantihowhugeisyourdress?”

Me:“youwillhavetowaitafewminutestoseeme

mylove.”Ihangupandpressthehooter.“GET

YOURASSESINTHECARS!IWANNASEEMY

HUSBANDNOW!”theyalllaughandgetintotheir

cars.IhopeGodidedidcapturemostofmy



momentsfrominsidethelodgetothecar.Mom

getsonthepassengerseatandthetwinsgetonthe

backseat.Everheardofabridedrivingherselfto

thevenueandherbridesmaidsdoingthesame?

Wellthat’sme.

LUVUYO

Iamwaitinganxiouslyatthealterformywife.I

haveheadthecarhootsoutsidethevenue,soI

knowthattheyhavearrived.Iamsohappythatshe

lovedherweddinggift.Iwantedsomethingthatwill

makeherstandoutbecausemywifelovesthe

spotlight.Allthegroomsmenarelookinghandsome

intheirgoldtuxedoswithwhiteshirts,emerald

greentiesandbrowndressshoes.Somaiswearing

anemeraldbowtie.Ifound2pageboyswhoare

Danvers’snephew,Alwandeandmycousin’sson,

Melusi.

Theyarebothwearingwhiteshirts,goldwaist

coatsandmatchingpantswithbrowndressshoes



andemeraldgreenbowties.WellIamwearinganall

-whiteroyalprincetuxedowithsilverembroidery

andblackredbottoms.

ThesongchangesandIknowthattheMnguniand

theNdlovufamilyareabouttoenter.Theyenterand

Imustsayeveryonesurelyrespectedthetheme.

Theysitdownandthesongchanges.Beritastarts

performingSiyathandanaandthebridesmaids

maketheirwaytodownthealterandtheyalllook

beautiful.Thegroomsmenmeetthemhalfwayand

theyallcometothefront.Beritastopsperforming

andsheisreplacedbyAzana.WellIdidn’teven

knowthatshewillbeperforming,butIguessmy

wifeandsistermadelastminutechanges.

Shestartsplaying‘UthandoLwangempela’andI

smilebecausewhenIheardthissongonradioa

fewdaysago,LwahwasallIwasthinkingabout.I

guessshealsothoughtaboutmewhensheheardit.

Theflowergirlscomefirstandtheystartthrowing



whiterosepedalsonthewhitecarpet.The

matrimonialceremonyisoutsidebythepooland

everythingissetthere.TheviewisbeautifulandI

amsurewhenmywifeseesit,shewillgocrazy.

Timeliterallystandsstillandmywifemakeherway

totheotherendofthealter.Wow.Shelooksexactly

likeaqueenwhoisabouttobecrowned.Shelooks

likeanangel,likeaprincess,likeaqueen,likea

mermaid.Actuallyrightnowshelookslikea

beautifulmysticalcreature.Hermotheralsolooks

sophisticatedinaredsuit.Theystartwalkingdown

theaisleandIamliterallyshaking.Idon’tknowwhy

Iamsonervousbecausewearealreadymarried.

Whentheyareinthemiddleoftheaisle,shestops

andlooksatmestraightintheeyes.Ialsolookat

herandIcanseethelovethatIhaveforheristhe

samelovethatshehasforme.Tearsescapeour

eyesandwedon’tbotherwipingthem.

Shefinallybowsherheadalittleandcontinue



makingherwaytowardsme.Bothsheandher

motherstandinfrontofme.Hermomplaces

Lwah’shandonmineandshelooksstraightinmy

eyesandImustsayherlookisintimidating.

MaNdlovu:“umafungwasewakoMngunilona.She

isourpreciousgem.Handleherwithcare.Should

youdoharmtoher,youwillfeelourwrath.”I

swallowhardbecauseIfeltherthreat.Sheturns

backandgotoherseat.BothLwahandIturnto

facethepastor.

Lwah:“youlookhandsomemunchie.”Shewhispers

andIchuckle.

Me:“youalsolookbeautifulmysweetrose.”

Thepastorstartsbyleadinguswiththeopening

prayer.Hethenopensthescripturefortheday.He

educatesusonmarriageandthenhefinallygives

usachancetosayourvows.Weturntofaceeach



otherwhileholdinghandsandthepastortellsmeto

gofirst.

Me:“canIunveilher?”thepastornodsandIliftthe

veiloffface.Fuckshelooksevenmorebeautiful

underneath.Iswallowandlookatherintensely.She

getsallshywithmeandlooksdown.Ichuckle.

“Sincewhenareyoushywithmemylove?”

Lwah:“sincenow.”Ourguestsgiggle.

Me:“Qwabe,Gumede,MngunikaYeyeye,

OsidlabehlezibakaKhondlokaPhakathwayo,Abathi

bedlababeyengaumuntungendaba,Abathi‘dluya

kubeyethwe’,Kantibahlinzaimbuzi,Wena

kaMalandela,Ngokulandelaizinkomozamadoda,

Mpangazitha.(Mnguniclannames).”Thewomen

ululateandothersscream.Themenwhistle.My

wifeblusheslikecrazyandlooksdown.“Please

lookatme.”sheliftsherheadandlooksatme.



Lwah:“nowyouhavemyundividedattention.”I

chuckle.

Me:“Ifirstlywanttothankyouforlovingme,for

neverleavingme,forbelievinginourloveandfor

alwaysbeingthereemotionallyandphysicallyfor

bothmeandmysister.Youmaynotknowitbut

yourpresenceinourliveshavemadeabig

difference.Youmaybeyoungerthanthebothofus

butwelookuptoyouandwealwaysrespectand

appreciateyouropinionandhonesty.Iloveyou

MaMnguniomuhle.WhenIfirstsawyou,Iknew

thatyouwillendupwithmylastname.Ineverwish

tobepartedfromyoufromthisdayonmysweet

rose.”ShesniffsandIwipehertears.

Pastor:“yourturnMaMnguni.”Shelooksatmeand

thengivesmethatkneeweakeningsmile.

Lwah:“mymunchie.”



Me:“yesmysweetrose.”

Lwah:“myking.”

Me:“yesmyqueen.”Shegiggles.

Lwah:“babakaprincess.”

Me:“mamakapri…waitwhat?”myeyespopout

andshelaughs.

Lwah:“exactlythat.”tearsflowwillinglydownmy

cheeksandshewipesthemwhilesmiling.

Me:“Iamafather?”

Lwah:“yes.Youaremybabydaddy.”Ipickherup

andspinwithherinmyarms.Theguestscheerfor

us.Shegiggleslikea4yearold.Ifinallyplaceher

down.“Areyoucalmnow,becauseIwannaproceed

withmyvows?”Ilaughandnod.

Me:“yesmyloveIamcalmnow.Ijustcan’tbelieve

thatyouarecarryingmyheiress.”Shegoesto

wherethepianoisandthepianistsmilesand



standsup,allowingmywifetositdown.

Lwah:“youaremymunchie,mybae,myking,my

husbandandmybabydaddy.Thisoneisforyou

andyouonly.Others,pleasecloseyourears.”The

guestslaugh.ShestartsplayingandIgoandstand

ontheothersideofthepiano.

‘IfoundamanstrongerthananyoneIknow,

Hesharesmydreams,Ihopethatsomedaywe’ll

shareahome,

Ifoundlovetocarrymorethanjustmysecrets

Tocarrylove,tocarrychildrenofourown

Wearestillkids,butwe’resoinlove

Fightingagainstallodds,Iknowwe’llbealrightthis

time

Darlingjustholdmyhand,beyourgirl,you’llbemy

man

AndIseemyfutureinyoureyes



Well,Baby,I’mdancinginthedarkwithyoubetween

myarms

Barefootonthegrasswhilelisteningtoourfavorite

song

WhenIsawyouinthatsuitlookingsobeautiful

Idon’tdeservethis,darlingyoulookperfect

tonight.’

Shestopssingingandeveryonecheersonher.Iam

justdumbstruckbecauseIfelteverylyricofthat

song.Itwasdirectedtome.Shestandsupand

comestowhereIamstanding.Shewipesmytears,

smileandthenperksmylips.Igiggleandholdher

hand.Ileadherbacktothealterandwegobackto

ourstandingposition.

Me:“Iloveyou.”

Lwah:“Iloveyou.”



Pastor:“canIhavetheringsplease?”Somahands

metheringandNolbyhandsLwahthering.The

pastorinstructsustofollowhisleadaswe

exchangetherings.Whenwearedonehemoveson

tothenextitem.“Sincethisisaroyalthemed

wedding,ourcouplewouldliketoexchangetheir

crowns,asasymbolofcrowningeachotherking

andqueenoftheirownhearts.Overtoyoumy

lovelycouple.”

NolbyremovesthetiarafromLwah’sheadcarefully.

LondycomesandhandsLwahaboxandDanvers

alsohandsmeabox.Webothopenthem.Nolby

andSomaplacewhitecushionsinfrontofus.

Me:“kneelfirstmyqueen.”Shesmilesandkneels

downonthecushion.Nolbyholdsherdress.Itake

outthecrownandcarefullyplaceitonherhead.

“Withthiscrown,Icrownyoutherulerandonly

queenofmyheart,forricherorforpoor,insickness

andinhealth,tilldeathremembersusbecauseeven



intheafterlife,youwillforeverbemyqueen.”The

guestsululateandshesmiles.Ihelpherstandup.

Lwah:“nowkneelbeforeyourruler.”Ilaughand

kneel.Shetakesthecrownfromtheboxandplaces

itonmyhead.“Withthiscrown,Icrownyouthe

rulerandonlykingofmyheart,forricherorforpoor,

insicknessandinhealth,tilldeathremembersus

becauseevenintheafterlife,youwillforeverbemy

king.”Theguestscheeragain.Istandupandhold

herhands.

Pastor:“bypowervestedinmebytheAlmightyGod,

Inowpronounceyouhusbandandwife.Jobe,you

maynowkissourbride.”

Me:“finally.”Ipullhertowardsmeandcaptureher

lips.Shewrapsherhandsaroundmyneckand

deepensthekiss.

Nolby:“okay,okayleavesomeforthehoneymoon.”



Webothgiggleandbreakthekiss.LADIESAND

GENTLEMEN,IPRESENTTOYOUMR.ANDMRS

SITHOLE!”everyonestandsupandcheers.

.

.

.
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Wetakepicturesbytheriverandwhenwearedone

wegochangeindifferentsuites.Ifweweretogoin

onesuite,wewon’tbeabletocomeoutbecausehe

willbegushingabouthisprincess.Ichangeintomy

whitemermaidlacespaghettistrapsdress.My

babybumplookssocuterightnow.Iplacebackmy

crowninmyhead.Ilookatmyreflectioninthe



mirror.Mymake-upisstillintactsoIjusttakemy

phoneandbouquetandheadout.Ifindbaeatthe

doorandIcanseethathewasabouttoknock.He

isnowwearingaroyalgreenslimfittuxedowith

blacknubucktasselloafers.Heisnotwearingatie

sothefirst3buttonsofhisshirtareopened.He

looksyummy.Hiseyestraveltomytummyand

theybecomeglassyinstantly.

Vuyo:“whydidyouhideherfromme?”

Me:“IwantedittobeasurpriseandIlovedyour

reaction.”

Vuyo:“Ishould’veseenthesigns.Yourlovefor

Doritosandsourworms,strawberriesandplain

yoghurtandhotwings.”Igiggle.Hepullsmetohim

andhugsmetightly.

Me:“pleasedon’tcryagain.YouknowIcan’thandle

yourtears.”Hechuckles.Hebreaksthehugand

wipeshistears.“Iamyoursandsheisyours,”Itake

hishandandplaceitinmytummy.“Togetherwe

aregoingtobeafamilyandwewillalwaysbethere



foryou.Youarenotaloneanymore.”Hesniffs.Yoh

babydaddyisveryemotional.

Vuyo:“it’sreallyunbelievable.”

Me:“youbettabelieveit.Nowlet’sheadtoour

guestsbeforetheythinkwehaveditchedourown

reception.”Hechucklesandtakesmyhand.

Weheadtothehallandfindourbridalparty

practicingtheirdance.Thebridesmaidshave

changedandtheyarenowwearinggolddeepV-

neckEmpiresplitsidefloorlengthdresseswith

emeraldgreenblockheels.Thegroomsmenare

wearingforestgreentuxedoswithblackdress

shoes.Theflowergirlsarewearingchampagneball

gownsandwhitesneakerswhilethepageboysare

wearingforestgreenwaistcoatswithmatching

pants,whiteshirtsandwhitesneakers.Theyalllook

soonpointandperfect.Theyturnandlookatus.



Fortunate:“wow.Youguyslookextrahotandthat

babybumpmamakaprincesslookssocute.”

Londy:“Iactuallycan’tbelievethatIlivedwithher

butdidn’tnoticethatshewaspregnant.”

Vuyo:“betteryouthanme.Isleptwithherbutdidn’t

notice.”Theyalllaughathim.

Me:“youguysalsolookbeautifuleventhoughyou

don’toutshinethequeenandking.”Icurtsyand

theylaughagain.TheMCannouncesthatthebridal

partyshouldenterandtheflowergirlswithpage

boysenterfirst.Theyarethenfollowedbythe

groomsmenandbridesmaids.

Vuyo:“don’tholdbackbecauseIwon’thavemercy

onyouatthedancefloor.”Ilaugh.

Me:“bringitonMr.”

TheMCfinallycallsusandthenweenter.The

guestsallstandupandcheeronus.Baewasn’t

lyingwhenhesaidhewon’thavemercyonme.I



signalNolbytoholdmybouquetandphone,she

takesit.IshowJobewhoIwasbeforeIbecamehis

wifeandhejustlaughs.Wemakeourwaytothe

maintableandbeforeIsitdown,Nolbyhandsme

backmyphoneandbouquet.Theprogrammestarts

andIsearchforThandekainthecrowd.Ilocateher

andoureyesmeet.Shejustlaughsandcometoour

table.Sheiswearingabeautifulemeraldgreenand

whitemermaiddresswithgreenheels.Istandup

andhugher.

Me:“Imissedyousomuch.”

Thandeka:“girlyoulastsawmeyesterday.What’s

theretomiss?”

Me:“yourniecelovesyouandshewishestosee

youregularly.”Shesmiles.

Thandeka:“talkingaboutmyniece,howisshe?”

Me:“hungry.”Shelaughs.

Thandeka:“Iknewit.Whatdoesshewanttoeat?”

Me:“thebeefcurryaromaisveryinviting,soI



wouldlovecreamysampandbeefcurrywithpotato

saladandgreensalad.”

Thandeka:“okay.”Isitdownandsheleaves.

Vuyo:“whatwereyouguystalkingabout?”

Me:“yourdaughter’sunendingappetite.”Helaughs.

Vuyo:“yoh,shehasahugeappetite.Whenweget

home,Iwillsurelybuyalotofgroceries.”

Me:“servesyourightfornotusingthecondom.”He

laughsagain.

Vuyo:“Iamnotcomplainingmysweetrose.”He

perksmylips.TheMCcallsthefatherofthebride,

whichisbabomdalatomakeaspeech.Hetakesthe

micandclearshisthroat.

Babomdala:“greetingstoeveryonehere.Iam

pleasedtostandhereandgiveadvicetoour

newlyweds.WetalkedwithWawaearlieron.Now

thisadviceisdirecttoyouson.Sheisour

gemstone.UmafungwasewakoMngunilona.Our



princess.Pleasetreatherwell.Whenyouseethat

youcannolongergiveherthelovethatyou

promised,giveherbacktous.Sheisandwill

foreverbeourdaughter.Ifyouencounterany

problemsinyourmarriage,youarewelcometocall

meorherotherfathersanduncles.Wearenow

familyandfamilyalwayssticktogether.Wemay

favorherthemostbutyouarealsopartofour

family,sowhensheiswrong,wewillsidewithyou.

Welcometohusbandhoodandfatherhood.”Vuyo

standupandtheyhugeachother.Ncooh.Bae

shedsafewtears.Iknowthathewisheshisfather

wastheonewelcominghimtohusbandhoodand

fatherhood.Mymotheristheonewhotakesthemic

next.

Mom:“Iamthemotherofthebride,andyesIam

herbiologicalmother,eventhoughwelooklike

sistersbecauseofourbeauty.”Theguestsgiggle.“I

alsowon’ttalktomydaughterbuttoVuyo,asmy

daughtercallshim.”VuyoandIchuckle.“Vuyoyou

arenowmysonofficially.Iorderyoutohavemy



numberonspeeddial.Wheneveryouneedme,Iwill

alwaysbethereforyou.Emotionally,physicallyand

mentally.Fromnowon,youarewelcomedtocall

memom.Notonlyyou,butalsoThandeka.Youare

bothmykidsnowandIloveyouguyssomuch.”

VuyohugsherandThandekaalsogoestohugher.

ShethengoestositdownandThandekacomesto

thetablewithmyfood.

VuyoofferstofeedmeandIjustlaugh.Hefeeds

mebutalsofeedshimselfwhichIhavenoproblem

with.AmiFakutakesthestageandperforms

ubuhlebakho.AfterherperformancetheMCcalls

NolbyandThabitothestage.Nolbygoesfirst.

Nolby:“Irememberwhenwewerestillfreshmen.

Weoncewenttoafunction.ThattimeLwahwas

stillgettingusedtothevarsityenvironment,soshe

wasshy.Thisotherguykeptoncomplimentingher

assandsheignoredhim.Hemadethebiggestby

slappingmyass.Hegotthemeanestpunchever



fromLwahandafterthatsheshowedthemost

innocentsmileever.”EveryonelaughsandIjust

shakemyheadgiggling.“Iamgladthatshewas

neverreportedbecauseshelovedpunchingill-

manneredguys.Anywayscongratulationsmy

friendandIwishyouallthebestinyourmarriage.

Justdon’tforgetaboutus.”

Me:“Iwon’t.”

Nolby:“nazoke.”Ilaughandshegoesbacktoher

seat.

Thabi:“sheisthemostloyalfriendIhaveeverhad.

ShelovedandacceptedmeforwhoandwhatIam.

Shecalledmeoutonmybullshit.WheneverIdid

somethingIdidn’tlikeshe’dbelike‘hhaysosha

ayidumakanjenaumaizohamba’.Ialwayslistened

toherbecauseIconsideredherasmyadvisor.IfI

weretomentionallthegoodtimeswespent

together,wewouldn’tleavehere.”Igiggle.

“WelcometomarriageandImustsay,marriageis



greatwhenyouhavetherightpartnerlikeme.”I

chuckle.“Goodluckandcongratulationsonthe

princess.Iknowyoubothwillmakegreatparents

androlemodelsforyourkids.”

Londy:“Iwon’ttalktoomuch,IjustwannasayIlove

youguyssomuchandIwishyouallthebestinlife.

IamalsothankfulthattodayIhavegainedanother

bigbrotherwhoisn’tstrictliketheonesIalready

have.”Sizwelaughsshakinghishead.“Ialsocan’t

waittomeetmynieceandspoilherlikecrazy.”

Soma:“Irememberwhenyoutoldmeabouthow

youhavemetthemostbeautifulwomaninthe

worldandyourfuturewife.Ithoughtmaybeyou

wereexaggeratingbutwhenIsawherinperson,I

sawwhatyouweretalkingabout.That’soneofthe

reasonswhyIencouragedyoutogoforher

becauseyouwereveryscaredofher.Therewas

thisonetimewhenyouwerelike‘whenthetimeis

right,butwhatifsherejectsme?’”Ilaughveryhard



andVuyogivesmeathreateninglook.Ilaughmore

andhewhisperstomyear.

Vuyo:“IfyoucontinuelaughingIwon’tgiveyouthe

pleasureofcumingtonight.”Istoplaughingand

pout.“YohyoulovesexMrs.Jobe.”

Soma:“Ilovethewayyouguysloveeachother.

Mostofuslookuptoyourrelationshipandyouare

thereasonwhyIwishtofindmysoulmateand

settledown.Congratsbrotherandwelcometothe

familyMaMnguni.”

Sha-Shaperforms‘somethingaboutyou’andwego

tothedanceflooranddanceourbuttoffswithmy

husband.Whensheisdoneperforming,wegoback

toourseats.Aubreyperforms‘Molo’andmost

guestsgocrazy.Afterthatthemaincourseis

served.ThestarterswereservedthetimeIasked

forfood.Thandekatakesthemicandallattention

turntoher.



Thandeka:“thereisalotIwouldlovetosayabout

thesetwobutIwon’tbecausethereistoomuchto

say.WhatyouguysneedtoknowthatIloveyouso

muchandIwouldliterallykillforyou.”WellIknow

shemeanseverywordsheissaying.“Myfiancé

andIwantedtodosomethingforyouguyssohere

yougo.”Shehandsusbrochures.Theyarewritten

ZeavolaResort&Spa.“Beforeyouaskanything,I

cancelledyourhoneymoonplansbecauseIwanted

thistobeyourgiftfrommyfiancéandI.Thejetis

readywheneveryouare,totakeyoutoFiji,Kadavu

Island.”Herbrothersmiles.Okay,atleastheisnot

angry.Hestandsupandhugsher.

Vuyo:“thankyou.”Ialsostandupandhugher.

Theprogrammecontinuesandtimecomesforusto

cutthecake.WecutitandIevencutanextraslice

becauseitisjusttoodelicious.Wedoourfirst

dancewhileNathiMankayiisdoingacoverofJohn

Legend–umove,ImovefeaturingJheneAiko.We



notdoingmuchdancing,wearemovingslowly

accordingtotherhythmandIambusygiggling

becauseVuyoismakingfunnyfaces.Iamshocked

whenIseeAzanasingingtheJheneAikopart,butI

guessthereisnoharmdone.

Whenwearedonedancing,theDJplays‘dance

withmyfather’andbabomdalaaskstodancewith

me.Igowillingly.Atleastthistimearoundweare

dancingandheisevendoingcrazywaltzmoves.

Onmyright,IseeVuyodancingwithmymother

andmyheartmelts.Onmyleft,IseeThandeka

dancingwithMuziandIjustsmile.Babomdala

passesmeontouncleBonganiandheisn’teven

dancingbutmovingandmakingfunofother

guests’clothes.Hecanbeasavageifhewantsyazi.

KabzaDeSmallstartsplayingandIgobackto

dancingwithmybae.Ineverknewthathecan

dancethismuch.Heisshowingmeflames,but

luckilyIwasn’tbornwith2leftfeetsoIkeepupwith



him.Whenwearetiredwegoaroundgreetingour

guestsandgettinghugs.Wethengobacktoour

tableandDakotaproposesthetoast.Whensheis

done,IthrowthebouquetandLindycatchesit.I

laughandgotohugher.Ididn’tevenseeher,I

guessshearrivedthismorning.DakotaandLondy

alsohugsherandtheystartdancingforthe

bouquet,kids.

Igochangeintomythirddress,whichisawhite

shortV-neckflareddress.Ipairitwithwhite

sandals.MyfeetandlegsarealreadyswollenbutI

guessIwillgetamassageinFiji.Igoouttofindmy

groomandIseehimtalkingtoSomaandDanvers.

Hehasalsochangesandheisnowwearingaforest

greenslimfitshirtwithwhitecottonshorts.Ilaugh

whenIseeblackCarvelaonhisfeet.Ihavenever

seenhimwearingCarvelabefore,sothisisafirst.

Heturnsatthesoundofmylaughterandcomesto

me.



Vuyo:“Ihopeyouarenotlaughingatmyshoes.”I

shakemyheadwhilelaughing.Hechucklesand

placeshishandsonmywaist.“Iwillletitslide.Now

come,let’sgoandsaygoodbyetoourguests.”He

leadsmetothereceptionarea.

Wegetthereandbidfarewelltoeveryone.Sizwe

andThandekadriveustotheairportandweboard

Sizwe’sjet.Wegetinsideaftersayingourgoodbyes

tothem.Wegetsettledandthejettakesoff.Aflight

attendantservesusnon-alcoholchampagneand

baedoesthehonorsofopeningit.Hepoursforthe

bothofusandhandsmemyglass.

Vuyo:“toourunendinglove.”

Me:“toourunendinglove.”wetoastandwethen

drink.MayGodbewithusandblessuswithmany

yearsfilledwithjoy,peace,loveandhappinessin

ourmarriageandmayhealsoblessuswithmany

kidsbecauseIdon’tmindbeingamothertoawhole

squad.



.
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AFEWMONTHSLATER

LUVUYO

IfIwasanungratefulpersonI’dsaythepastfew

monthshavebeenhellbutactuallytheyhavebeen

great.Iamstillenjoyingbeingmarriedtothemost

beautifulwomanintheworld.Istillloveherandmy

loveforhermultiplieseveryday.IknowthatIchose

wellandI’dchooseheroverandoveragainifIwas

givenanotherchancetochoose.



Ourhoneymoonwasthebestthingever.IfLwah

wasn’talreadypregnant,shewould’vebeen

becausewedidalotofsex.Weactuallyspenta

weekinFijiandthenwenttoNewOrleansbecause

mywifewantedtogothere.Wealsowentto

Barcelona,IbizaandthenourlaststopwasParis

becauseit’sthecityoflove.Allinall,our

honeymoonwasperfectandIwasgladthatmy

wifelovedeverysecondofit.WellIalsoenjoyedit

verymuch,especiallywhenwewenttoNew

OrleansbecauseIamhugefanofTheOriginals.

InMarch,DakotaandLondygraduatedandthey

hostedabiggraduationpartythatincludedboth

theirparentsandfriends.Tristinboughtacarfor

hisgirlfriendandthatforcedLondytointroducehim

toherfamilybecausetheyknewthatnofriend

couldbutyouacarasagraduationpresent.Dakota

andLondynowlivetogetherinLwah’shouseandI

heardthatMaNdlovuisthinkingofmovingto

Krugersdorpbutmaybenextyear.



LastmonthSizwepaidlobolaforThandeka.Itwas

agreatceremonybecausetheyalsobroughtizibizo.

Shesaidshedoesn’twantumkhehlobutIknowmy

wifewillpersuadehersinceSizwewantstodoit.

Shealsodidn’tmoveinwithSizwelikeLwahdidn’t

moveinwithmeafterpayinglobolaforher.

However,shedidmoveoutoftheSitholemansion

andnowstaysatherapartment.

YesterdaywasLwah’sbabyshower.Itwas

beautifulbecausewewereallactuallyinvited.It

wasn’tawomen’sthing.Thedaywould’veended

perfectlyiftheprincessdidn’tscareusandactually

comeaweekearlierthanexpected.Wewereall

happythough.Mywifewentintolabourfor7hours

andshefinallygavebirthtoabeautifulprincess.

WenamedherYamihleNontokozoNoluvuyo

Sithole.Nontokozoafterhermaternalgrandpaand

Noluvuyoafterherpaternalgrandma,yesmy

motherwasNoluvuyo.Iwasalsonamedafterher.



Mywifegavebirthyesterday.Iwenthomethis

morningtobathandtakecleanclothesforher.

WhenIamdoneshowering,Igetdressedandpack

clothesforher.Iheaddownstairsandfindmysister

busyinthekitchen.Iplacethebaginthekitchen

counterandsitonthebarstool.

Me:“morningsis,whatareyoudoing?”

Thandeka:“preparingfoodforLwah.Hermomtold

mewhattocookforher.Sheliterallywokeupand

wentstraighttothehospitaltoseehergrandchild.

Shedidn’teventhinkofbringingfoodforher

daughter.”IlaughbecauseMaNdlovu’sexcitement

overhergrandchildistoomuch.

Me:“IguessIwillseeyouatthehospitalthen.”

Thandeka:“okay.”

Itakemycarkeysanddrivetothehospital.Igetto

mywife’swardandfindMaNdlovusittinginthe



couchwithYamihleonherarms.Igreetherandask

whereherdaughteris.Shetellsmethatsheis

bathingandIheadtothebathroom.Ifindher

strugglingtotakeoffhergownandIquicklystop

her.

Me:“youknowwaitingformewouldn’thavekilled

you.”Sherollshereyes.Iundressherandalso

undressmyself.IknowthatIhavejustshowered

butIhavetohelpmywifeshower.Wegetinsidethe

showerandIwashherbodycarefully.Hereyes

traveltomydickandwhensheseesthatIamhard,

shelaughs.

Lwah:“Ican’tbelievemybody,asuglyasitisright

now,turnsyouon.”

Me:“thereisnothinguglyaboutyourbody.Itis

evenmorebeautifulnow.”

Lwah:“youarejustsayingthattomakemefeel

better.”



Me:“ifIwasjustsayingthattomakeyoufeelbetter,

mydickwouldn’thavehardrightnow.”

Lwah:“howareyougoingtosurvive3months

withoutsex?”

Me:“babyIamnotasexaddict,Iamjustaddicted

toyourcookie.Justknowthatwhenyoufinallyheal,

wewillgothewholedaymysweetrose,24hours

full.”Shelaughs.

Lwah:“Ican’thavesexthatlong.”

Me:“wannabet?”shelaughsagainandshakesher

head.IfinishshoweringherandIdryourbodies.I

getdressedandthendressherwarmly.Phelathe

princessdecidedtoarriveinwintersoit’sverycold.

WegobacktothewardandfindThandekaand

LondyalreadythereandplayingwithYamihle.Ihelp

Lwahlieinthebedandcoverherwithablanket.

Thandeka:“hereisyourfoodlove.”shehandshera



container.Itakeitfromher.

Me:“Iwillfeedyou.”Sherollshereyes.

Lwah:“Icanstillusemyhandsnjena.”

Me:“Ipreferfeedingyou.”

Londy:“sbwlukubawuwemtase.”Theyalllaugh.

Me:“whileyouguysarestillbusywithmyprincess,

Ishouldgivemyqueenundividedattention.”

Thandeka:“ncooh.”Isitontheedgeofthebedand

startfeedingher.IfinishfeedingherandYamihle

startscrying.

MaNdlovu:“sheishungryandbegladthatshelets

youfinisheating.Somekidscryassoonastheir

motherstouchfood.”ThandekahandsYamihleto

LwahandLwahstartsbybrushingherhead.

Lwah:“thulabakithiMaphithakamamakhe.”She

takesoutherbreastandstartsfeedingher.“Nazoke



Mondisakamamakhe.”

Londy:“issheevenhearingyou?”

MaNdlovu:“babiesdohear.”

Thandeka:“Istillcan’tgetoverthefactthatshe

lookslikeme.”

Lwah:“owwcomeon.Sheisonlyadayoldandshe

lookslikehermother.”

Voice:“wellshelookslikemeandthat’sfinal.”We

allturnandseeBabomdalaMnguniatthedoor.He

iscarryingagiftbagandheiswithhisfirstwife.

Londy:“don’tIdeservethefinalsaythough

babomdala?”wealllaughather.Theygetinside

andweexchangegreetings.

Mrs.Mnguni:“weheardthattheSitholeprincess

hasfinallyarrivedandwecouldn’twaittoseeher.”

Sheplacesherbagonthetableandgoesnear



Lwah.Lwahfinishesfeedingher,shethenburpsher

andhandhertoMrs.Mnguni.“MzukulukaNtokozo

bakithi.Shelookssobeautifulandyouareright

baba,shedoeslooklikeyou.”Babomdalalaughs

andcomestostandnearhiswife.

Lwah:“wellifshelookslikebabathenshelookslike

mebecauseIalsolooklikebaba.”Wealllaugh.

Thandeka:“Irestmycase.”

WespendthemorningwithYamihle’sgrandparents.

Lateron,ourfriendsvisitusandtheybringmany

giftsforher.Ihonestlydon’tunderstandwhypeople

arebringingothergiftstodaybecausetheydid

bringmanygiftsatthebabyshower.Nolby

appointsherselfthegodmotherofYamihleandno

onedarestochallengeherbecausetheyknowhow

stubbornshecanbe.IalsoappointSomaas

Yamihle’sgodfatherbecauseheismyfriend.Lwah

andYamihlegetsdischargedthefollowingday.We

gotoDakota’schurchthefollowingweekand



Yamihlegetsbaptized.

IamveryhappyaboutmyfamilyandIamhappier

becausemywifedoesn’tmindhavingmorekids.I

amgladthatourfamilyisgrowingandIwishthe

nexttimeshefallspregnant,shecangetasonwho

willexpandthefamilynamebecauseIknowthat

onedayYamihlewillgetmarriedandshecan’t

inheritthefamilybusinesses.AllinallIamcontent

aboutmygrowingfamilyandIthankGodforgiving

meachancetobeafatherandahusbandtothe

mostwonderfulwomenintheworld.

.
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Iamanaunttothemostamazingangelever.

Yamihleisperfectandshehasmademewishto

havemyownkidsinthefuture.Sheisnowsix

monthsoldandasshegrowsup,sheislooking

morelikehermotherandLwahisoverthemoon

aboutthat.Theyaredoingfamilygoals.Theyeven

hadafamilyphotoshootwhenYamihlewas3

months.Buttheyincludedme,Londy,Nolby,Spha,

CassieandCarmen.Aswespeak,theyareina

familyholidayinRoyalHillsLodgeandSpain

Thohoyandou.WhenMaNdlovugavethemthe

permissiontotravelwithYamihle,theywentto

ArabellaHotel&Spaforaweekendgetaway.

MyrelationshipwithSizweisstillgrowingstronger,

eventhoughsometimeswefightforsupremacy.

OneofthethingsthatmakeusfightisthatIdon’t

lethimknowaboutmyplansprior.ThisonetimeI

wenttoNigeriatotalkwithNuella.Ijusttoldhim



aboutmytripanhourbeforeIleft.Yohhewent

bananasformeandasapunishment,hemademy

pussysoretosuchanextentthatIhadtoputiceto

cooldownpain.

IamsittingatmyofficeatAlloyandIamplanning

theopeningofMihle’sShisanyama,theoneinPE.

WenameditafterYamihleanddecidedthatwewill

giveittoherwhensheturns21.Theopeningis

supposedtobein2weeks.Therenovationsare

alreadydone,allthat’sleftisitslaunch.Ihave

alreadypublishedtheposterandfoundpromoters

whowillbepromotingtheevent.

ThedooropensandT-bonegetsin.fromthelookin

hisfaceandhiswalk,Icanseethatsomethingbad

hashappenedorisabouttohappen.Hesitsdown

andplaceshistabletonthetable.Heputshandsin

hishead,rubbingithard.

Me:“areyougoingtotellmewhat’swrong?”



T-bone:“ratherIshowyou.”Heopenshistabletand

showsmeavideo.

Me:“okaywhatexactlyamIlookingat?”

T-bone:“Khweziwasagenius.Idon’tknowhowbut

somethingjusttoldmetoanalyzehercar,theone

shetookherlastbreathin.itturnsout,shehad

installedinvinciblecamerasthere.Ittookmeabout

2monthstodiscoverwherethesurveillanceisat.I

finallygotitandyouwon’tbelievewhotheman

behindthemaskofDarkEagleis.”

Me:“Thabisojusttellmealready.”

T-bone:“becauseofyourrelationshipwithhim,Ino

longercareaboutavengingKhwezi.It’stoo

personalandyouaretooinvolvedwithhim.Iwill

understandifyoudon’tdoanythingtohim.”

Me:“justtalkman.”hetakeshistabletandtapsa

video.ItstartsplayinganditshowsSizwewalking

towardsKhwezi’scarandtakingouthisgun.He



shootsherandheturnsback,headinginsidethe

warehouse.

Myheartnearlystops.Ican’tbelievemyeyes.My

mouthgoesdryandIseered.Everyveinthat

screamsThandekafades.Istandup,takingmycar

keysandthenheadout.IcanhearT-bone

screamingbehindmebutIamnotincontrolofmy

bodyrightnow.Thelionessisawakeandwon’tgo

torestuntilitfeastsonitstarget.Igettomy

apartmentandchangetomyredpanssuitandred

Pradaheels.Itakeoffmywigandlotionmybald

head.

IthentakemycarkeysanddrivetoSizwe’shouse.I

getthereandlaughwhenIfindT-bone’scarinthe

driveway.Iseehimheadingtothedoor.Iclimboff

thecarandtakemypistol.IshootT-boneonhisleg

andheadinsidethehouse.

TheLioness:“DARKEAGLE!DARKEAGLE!”she



screamsinahoarsevoiceandSizwecomestothe

loungewhilewearingavestandshorts.Hiseyes

popoutwhenheseesTheLionessstandinginfront

ofhim.“YOUREALLYTHOUGHTYOUCOULDGET

AWAYWITHTHIS?YOUTHOUGHTYOUCOULD

LIVELIFENICELYAFTERKILLINGTHELIONESS’S

RIGHTHANDLADY?”

Sizwe:“mylove…”TheLionesschuckles.

TheLioness:“NOTTODAY!”sheraisedhergunand

shotSizweinthechest.Hegoesdowngroaning.

Shestepsclosertohim.

T-bone:“Ican’tletyoudothisbosslady.”Heshoots

herwithatranquilizerandshegoesdowninstantly.

HerushestoSizwewhilelimping.Hekneelsnextto

him.“Staywithmeman,staywithme.”

Sizwe:“tellherIloveher.”Hesayswithabreaking

voice.



T-bone:“don’ttalklikethat.Insteadsaveyour

breathandkeepyoureyesopen.”

Sizwe:“tellherIlovehermanandpleasetellher

thatIforgiveherforkillingme.”hebreathesout

loudlyandcloseshiseyes.

…THEEND…


