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MynameisSimlindileNgcoboandIam22yearsofagelivingwithmyhusbandZweliNkosi

whois25yearsoldinabeautiful6bedroommansion.YesIammarriedtoZwelibutwenever

wantedtogetmarried,Imeanyesweloveeachotherandplannedongettingmarriedbutwhen

wefoundoutIwaspregnantwedecidedtogetmarriedjusttoavoidhumiliationbecausehis

mothertookthecommandment"sexbeforemarriageisasin"seriouslybutZweliandIkepton

seeingeachotherprivatelyuntilIfellpregnant

MymotherFikileisaverysoft-heartedwomanwhoiswellrespectedinthecommunity.sheis

verysweet,forgivingandaGodfearingwomanbutshedoesn'ttakeshitfromanyone.My

fatherisalawyerandheisalwaysawaysoweonlyseehimonceortwiceamonthbuthe

alwaysmakessurehebringsfoodandmoneyathome.Myfatherisverycluelessaboutthe

factthatIammarriedandpregnantbecausehisalwaysaway.IalsohaveasisterMbalenhle

sheisverycareerdrivensheisanaccountantandmarriedtoXolani.Mbaliistwoyearsolder

thanmeandweareveryclose.

GoingbacktomeandZweli...myhusbandlovesmesomuchheiseverythingIhaveandhe

hasalwaysbeengoodtome.Hetreatsmelikeaqueenandalwaysmakestimeforme

becausehehasabusinessandhealwayshasworktodobutIgetmuchattentionIneedfrom

him.WearesevenmonthsmarriedandIameightmonthspregnant.Zwelicomesfromarich

familyandtheyhavetheirownbusinessandheisverycareerdrivenandheispossessiveof

meandthatisthereasonwhyIamsometimesscaredofhim.Heisaveryhardpersontoget

toandheisintimidatinganddoesn'ttakeshitfromanyone.

IamTHULINGCOBONKOSImarriedtoZWELINKOSIletmetakeyoutoajourneyofwhenmy

husbandturnedfrom"thehusbandanyonecouldwishfor"to"myhusbandfromhell"
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"Iseriouslycan'tbelate!!"



MyhusbandZwelishoutedfromdownstairs,Iwasintheclosetlookingforhistie

Me:itmustbeheresomewhere...whereisit..whereisit..whereis..ohbingo!!

Irandownstairs

Me:Ifounditmylove

Itieditforhimandneatlyfixedit

Him:Thisshouldneverhappenagain

helookedathimwatch

Him:I'mlatenowbecauseofyou

Me:IknowhoneyandIamsosorrythiswillneverhappenagainIpromiseyou..and..there,

doneyoulookstunningbaby.

Igavehimhissuitcase,kissedhimandshowedhimtohiscar.Hegotinandlookatmewitha

smirk

Me:what?

Him:Behave

Me:What?whatyouonaboutmister?

HechuckledandstartedthecarthengavemeablowkissIcaughtitthenplacedmyhandon

myheart

Iwentbacktothehouse,hadbreakfastthenbathe.MyhusbandandIdon'tusuallyeat

breakfasttogetherbecausehegoestoworkearlyandheprefersmebringinglunchtohim

everyday.IwasstillinuniversitystudyintobecomeadoctorbutIgotpregnanteverything

changedZweliandIgotmarriedhemademedropoutsonowIambasicallythehousewife

typeanditisdrainingmebitbybit.IamnowdependantonhimandIdon'tlikeitallat..Imean

yesIlovehimbutmedependingonhimforeverythingjustwon'tdoit....

Afterhavingagood30minutesbathIdecidedtowatchkeepingupwiththekardashiansjust

topasstime.IwasseriouslyborednowthatthetvwaswatchingmesoIswitcheditoffthen

wenttotakeanap...

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneringingthebellfromdownstairs.Ijustworemygownthe

carefullywalkeddownstairsshoutingbutthepersondoesn'tseemtobehearingmeandthe

bellisreallyirritating.

Me:holdyourhorsesIsaidI'mcoming

IforcefullyopenedthedoorwithoutlookingatwhoitisIshouted



Me:What?

"Woah...bigbronevertoldmehiswifewasthisrude."

Ilookedatthispersonfromheadtotoe..heworesimple,bluejeanswithaGuccibeltanda

navybluetopwithasnapbackcapheworeittheotherwaywiththebackatthefrontandthe

frontattheback.Hehadaphoneinhisonehandandabouquetofredandwhiteflowersinthe

other.Ilookeduptohimwithafrown

Me:Whoareyouandwhoisbigbro?

HeplacedhishandtohischestlikeIjustinsultedhim

Him:isthishowpregnantwomenbehave?ifsothenImustnevermesswithapre-

Icuthimmidsentence

Me:I'mgoingtoaskyouonelasttime,whoareyou?

Him:Luyandaisthename

Me:areyoulost?

helaughed

Him:no,Zwelisentmehere

Me:todowhat

Him:CanIpleasecomein?

hesoundedirritated

Me:no

Itriedclosingthedoorbutheblockeditwithhisshoe

Him:youcan'tchasemeoutofmybrother'shouse

What?ZwelinevertoldmehehasabrotherbuttheykindalookalikesoIguesshemustbe

right.Iopenedthedoorwiderforhimtogetin.Ifollowedhimtothekitchen,heputtheflowers

onthecounterandturnedtolookatme

Me:Sotellmewhatareyoudoinghere?

Him:isthishowyoutreatyourbrother-in-lawreallysono'wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink'?

Me:youareirritatingdoyouknowthat?

Hesmiledandthat'swhenIrealizedthisguyisGoddamnhot.Hehasadimpleonhisleft



cheek,hislipsaretodiefor,hiseyesaretocryforGodhavemercyonmehisbodyisto

screamfor.Hehadhishairperfectlytrimmedandhiseyebrowswerethickashell.Iknowmy

husbandishotandallthatbuthegotnothingonthisguyinfrontofmyeyes.Maybethat's

whyhetoldmetobehave...Ilookedathimonelasttimewiththatnaughtysmilehehad,I

brokethesilencetryingtogetthosedirtythoughtsoutofmyhead

Me:whataretheflowersfor?

Him:IthoughtZwelitoldyouwehavingafamilydinnertonightandhesaidweshouldinvite

you,nowaitscratchthat,momsaidweshouldinviteyou.

Me:yourmominvitedme?

Heraisedhisthickeyebrow

Him:yes,gotaproblemwiththat?

Me:no,notatall...andtheflowers?

Him:Ohthat'sformymom.Shelikesredandwhiteflowers.Zwelithoughtyoushouldimpress

momwiththose

Me:ughZweli'smomalreadylikesme

Hesmiledthentookhisphoneandstartedwalkingtothedoor

Him:Iwillfetchyoutonight19:00sharp

Me:thankyoubutZweliwilldothat

Him:pooryou,Zweliwon'tbeabletofetchyou,heistieduponwork.Andplusfetchingyou

willgiveustimetoknoweachotherbetterrightsisiter-in-law?

Me:Ialreadyknowthatyouareoneirritatingbrother-in-law

helaughedthenwentout.IsighedthenwentupstairstotakeanapthatIwasrudely

interruptedto........
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Iwokeupat18:40.IquicklywenttotheclosettogetdressedsinceIhadalreadybathethis

morning.Iworemyleggings,blueloosesleevelesstopwithblackpumpsandaleatherjacket.I



tiedmylongweaveintoamessybunandappliednudelipstick.Iamnotreallyamakeup

personsoIjustputmascaraon,tookmyhandbagandwentdownstairs.Ilookedattheclockit

was19:29andhereIthoughtwomenweretheoneswhowerealwayslate.Idecidedtogoto

theloungetositdownbecausemylegswerekillingmeandthisbabywon'thavemercyonme

hejustwon'tstopkicking,yepI'mgoingtogivebirthtoaboy.itwasn'tlongtillIheardthedoor

bell,Iwenttoopenthedoorandtherewassomeguylookedlikeachauffeurinhissuit.

Me:CanIhelpyousir?

Him:IamlookingforSimlindileNkosi

Me:thisisshe

Him:IwassentbyMr.ZweliNkositocomefetchyou

Me:Ithoughthisbrotherwascomingtofetchme?

Him:Idon'tknowanythingaboutthatMrs.Nkosi

Isighed

Me:Okaygivemeasectolockup

Itookmybagfromtheloungeandthehousekeys.Ilockedandwemadeourwaytothecar.I

gavethesecurityguardthekeysandinformedhimnottoletanyonein.Thechaufferledmeto

thecar,heopenedthedoorformeandIgotin.Thesecurityguardopenedthegateforusand

wedroveaway.ThedrivetoZweli'sparentshousewasreallylongIevenslept.Wefinally

arrivedinCrystalPalacewhereZweli'sparentslived.itwasasuburbwhereonlytherich

peoplelivelikeyouwouldneed500000oruptobeabletoliveinthisneighbourhoodand

whenIlookatit,Zweli'sparentscouldbuyfiveofthesehousecash,that'showrichtheyare.

Whenwereachedthegate,thedriverhootedandtheyopenedforus.Weparkedwherethey

carsusuallyareandIwalkedout.IsawNombulelomymother-in-lawmakingherwaytome

withherwarmwelcomingsmile.

Her:Ohdearwe'vebeenexpectingyoumntwanam

Me:I'msogladtobeherethankyouforinvitingme

Her:youaremydaughteryouarealwayswelcomed

Ismiled.WewalkedintothemainroomandtlookedlikethewholeNkosifamilywasthere.

Therewasmyfather-in-lawDanNkosi,Zweli'stwosistersSihleandKanyisile,the

grandmother,myhusbandZweliandthebreathtakingbrotherofZweli-Luyanda

Mr.Nkosicametome

Mr.N:OurMrs.Nkosithesecondhowareyoudear?

Me:I'mwellandyou?



Him:I'veneverbeenbetter

Mrs.N:Comedear

WewenttowhereZweliandallofthemwhereIwenttothegrandmaandgreetherthenwent

backtostandwithZweli.Ikissedhimonthecheek

Me:Niceforyoutobesendingachauffertofetchme.Youmightaswellteachmehowtodrive

HelookedatmeandwasabouttosaysomethingwhenannoyingLuyandacametousholding

aglassofwine

Luyanda:formilady

IgaveaconfusedlookwhileZwelilightlypushedmebackandstoodinfrontofLuyanda

Zweli:IswearifyouevermakemywifedrinkwineIamgoingtoknockthoseteethout

Luyanda:ComeonmanIwasjustplayingaround

Zweli:Dowelooklikekidstoyou?

Luyandajustmouthed"woah"andwalkedawaytothediningroom.Zweliheldmyhandwe

walkedtothediningroomwhereeveryonehasalreadystartedeatinghepulledachairforme

tositandhesatnexttome.ThereweredifferentkindsoffoodonthediningtableandIdidn't

knowwhichonetopickIwassoconfusedZwelievennoticed.heleanedclosersothatnoone

canhearhim

Him:Youcaneatthecauliflowercheeseittastesamazing

WhichisthecauliflowercheeseIwantedtoshoutbutIjustlookedathim.hechuckledto

himselfanddishedsome'cauliflowercheese'Istartedeatingittasteddelicious

Mrs.Nkosi:howisthefooddear?

Everyonelookedatmewaitingforananswer

Me:it'sreallydeliciousIlikeit

KanyisilecoughedIlookedathersheneverreallylikedmeIdon'tknowwhy

Kanyi:yeahlikeyouhaveevertastedit

Mrs.Nkosi:Kanyi!!!

KantistoodupalongwithSihleMrs.NkosiwantedtostopthembutMr.Nkositoldhertolet

thembe.WeateinpeaceandwhenweweredoneZweliandIvolunteeredtowasdishesthat

willgiveustimetotalktoeachotherIhavebeenmeaningtotalktohim

WewereinthekitchenIwaswashingthedishesZweliwasdryingthem



Me:Arewegoingtothecheckupnextweek?

hesighed

Him:I'llsee

Me:SeewhatexactlyZweli?

Istoppedandlookedathim

Him:IhavealotofthingsonmyplateSimi

Me:YouknoweversinceIwaspregnantyouhaveneverwentwithmetothedoctorit'slike

youdon'tcareaboutthisbaby

Heturnedtolookatme

Him:Youknowthat'snottrue

Me:Ididn'tmarryyouanddropoutofschooltobegoingthroughthisshitalone!!!

Ithrewtheclothathimandstompedupstairstohisroom
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Iwasclimbingthestairsslowlybecausemyfeetweregivingmehell,Sihlewasgoingdown

shestoppedwhenshesawmeandgavemeawidefakesmile

Her:Mrs.Watermelonherselfstrugglingtogoupthestairs

Bitchstoodthereshedidn'tevenhelpmenotthatIneededherhelpshewasgettingthe

satisfactionbutIwon'tgivethattohersoIignoredherandwentupthestairstillIreachedour

roomweweregoingtospendthenightheresinceZwelisaidhe'stiredtobedriving.Itookmy

shoesoffandthrewmyselfonthebedIwasexhaustedIjustwantedtosleepandgoback

homebeforethesetwospoiltbratsswallowme.Iopenedthesheers,switchedoffthelightand

gotinbed..Ifeltmyselfdriftingaway....

IwokeupinthemorningIlookedatthetimeinmyphoneitwas08:30IlookedtomyleftZweli

waspeacefullysleepingIkissedhislipsandwenttothebathroom.Ibrushedmyteethandjust

washedmyfaceIworemygownthenwentdownstairsIfoundLuyandamakingcoffee.I

walkedinhenoticedandgavemeawidesmile.Ijustnoddedandstartedmakingbreakfast.



Him:inthishousewedon'tgreetvele?

Me:I'mnotinagoodmoodLuyandaplease

Heliftedhishandstookhiscoffeeandwalkedout,phewthatwasareliefIcan'tstandhim,so

annoying

"mmmmhthatsmellsnice"IturnedarounditwasZweli,hekissedmyneckandsnakedhis

handsaroundmywaistlikethatwasn'tuncomfortableenoughwiththisstomach.Igiggledas

hebitmyear.

Him:whateverthatwearehavingsmellsverynice

Me:yesbabyI'mmakingpancakes

Him:mmmhjustwhatIdreamtofeatingthismorning

Ichuckled

Me:canyousitdownwhileIfinishhere?

Him:nobabyIwanttowatchyoumakingthosedeliciouspancakesofyours

Me:yesbut...

Someoneclearedtheirthroatwelookedback,itwasgrandma

Her:Sanibonani

Wejustsmiledathershewenttogetaglassofwaterandwalkedaway.Zwelisatonthechair

ontheothersideofthecounterlookingatmewithasmile

Me:Mr.Nkosiifyouhavesomethingtosaythensayit

Helaughed

Him:Can'tIlookatmybeautifulwifenow?

Ismiledwhileshakingmyhead.WehadbreakfasttogetherthenIwenttobathfirstthenafter

wasZweli.WewerenowdressedreadytogoIwaswearingalookedyellowdresswhilemy

hubbywaswearingawhiteT-shirt,blackpantsandtakkieshelookedsupersexy.Iwasfixing

myweaveinthebathroomwhenZwelicamein

Him:Whendidyousaythatdoctor'sappointmentis?

Me:nextweek

Him:yeswhen?

Me:Saturday



Him:Damn,couldn'titbeanotherday?

Me:No,why?

Ilookedathimthroughthemirror

Him:Igotanemailwehavingaveryimportantbusinessmeetingnextweek,andit'sSaturday

What?!!Iturnedtolookathim

Me:Can'tyouskiporcancelorsomething?

Him:Nobabyit'simportant

Me:Importantthanthis?

Irubbedmystomachlookingathim.Hecuppedmyfaceandkissedme

Him:I'msorry,I'llmakeituptoyouokay?

Me:Okay...

HesmiledandkissedmeIjustfakedasmile,hewalkedout.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirror.

HisworkwasalwayshisfirstpriorityI'velearnedtoacceptthatbutthisIcan'tdealwithit.
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ThedrivehomewasaveryquietoneIwassittingtherestarringoutthinkingif,justifIlistened

tomymomandfocusedonschoolinsteadoffoolingaroundwithZweliIwouldn'tbehavinga

humanbeinginme,Iwouldn'tbehavingthisrockonmyfinger,Iwouldn'tbehavingthisso

muchstress.Thiswastheconsequencesofrushingintothingsandtherewasnogoingback.

I'mtrappedinthismarriage,ZwelianIshould'vewaitedbecauseclearlywearen'treadyand

committedtothismarriage.

Istolesomeglanceswhenhewasn'tlooking,hejuststaredstraightattheroadwithoutsaying

anything.Isighed

AtleastwearrivedathomeZwelididn'tsayanythingtomehejustwenttoourroom.Igetthe

feelingthathefeelsbadaboutallofthis,heissoconsumedwithworkhehasneglectedhis

dutybothasahusbandandafathertobe.Idon'tblamehimthisissooverwhelmingonboth

ofus.Isatdownonthecouchandimmediatelymyphonerang.IcheckedthecallerIDitwas

anunknownnumberIanswered



Me:Unknownnumber..

Voice:WouldyoutellthissecurityguardtoopenthisgateI'mnostranger

Me:Mbalenhle?(Laughing)

Her:StoplaughingandtellthisdudeheretoopenbeforeIshowhimflames

Me:NojuststaythereI'monmyway

IwentouttothegateshewasinhercarInoddedatthesecurityguardheopenedthegate.

ThecardroveinandparkedinthedrivewayMbalicameoutlookingbeautifulasalways.

Her:Lookatyouallpreggypreggy...Icouldswearyoulookolderthanme

Me:Don'ttalkshit

Welaughedandwentinsidethehouse.Shthrewherbagonthecounterandlookedatmewith

awidesmile

Me:OkayI'mbeingimpatientizanazo(Outwithit)

Shechuckled

Her:Youknowmethatmuchhuh?

Me:Don'tmakemeforceitout

Her:Okaydon'tfreakout

Me:ShouldIbeworried?

Shelookedatmeandputherfingersintohermouthtopreventherselffromscreaming

Her:I...ampregnant!!!!!

IlookedathershockedIstartedscreamingwithawidesmilejumpingaround,shedidthe

same

[ZWELI]

IheardloudscreamsfromdownstairsItriedignoringit,mightbeoneofSimi'sloudfriendsbut

themoreIthoughtIcouldhandleit,thelouderitbecamesoIgotoutofbedandwalked

downstairsthesepeoplearedisturbingmysleep

Me:Whatintheheckis...

IstoppedwhenIsawMbalenhle,Simi'ssister.Theystoppedscreamingtheylookedatmewith

widesmiles



Simi:Mbaliisgoingtobeamothersoonhoney,canyoubelieveit?

IlookedatMbalishewasfacingtheotherwayavoidingeyecontact.Iwalkeduptoher

Me:Wow..uh..congrats

Her:thankyou

Ihuggedhershebrieflyreturneditwithshakyhandsbeforebreakingthehug

Ilookedather,shewasstillthatbeautifulgirlIknew.Bigbeautifulinquisitiveeyes,puffy

kissablelipsandthosechubbycheeks.Herbodywasstillperfect,stillthesamesmile,stillthe

sameEnhle....IclearedmythroatandturnedtolookatSimi

Me:I...uh...Iwassleepingsojustkeepitdownwiththenoise

Ididn'twaitforananswerIwalkedawaytomyroomthenclosedthedoorandleanedonit

lettingoutalongsigh.MbaliandIweoncedatedwaybeforeImethesisterSimi.Wewere

highschoolsweetheartsandweresomuchinlovewitheachotherthatwedatedforapossible

threeyearstillshedecidedtocheatonme.Thingsdidn'tgowellwitheachotherwebrokeup

andafterayearImetSimiwestarteddatingIdidn'tknowbackthenthatherandMbaliwere

sistersbutmeandMbalidecidedtokeepitthatway.Simidoesn'tknow...it'sbetterthatway
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[Simi]

SATURDAYMORNING

*

*

WheniwokeupZwelihadleftanotenexttothebedreading:"Gonetoworkcouldn'twakeyou

up,youlookedtired.Luyandawillbetakingyoutothedoctor.Love...Zweli

Isighedandgotoutofbed.Ididthesheetsthenopenedthewindowsandcurtainsforfreshair.

ItookmytoiletrybagtothebathroomIhadatenminuteshower,brushedmyhairandtiedina

ponytail.Iworeasimpleloosedress,aleatherjacketandsandals.Itookmybagandwent

downstairs.AssoonasIgottothehallwayIheardthedoorbellIwenttoopenitwasLuyandaI

lethimin



Him:Goodmorning

Me:Morning

Him:Areyouready?

Me:yeswecango

Wegottothecarandwenttothedoctorthenwhenweweredonewedecidedtogobuyafew

clothesforthebaby.IwaslookingattheboyssidewhileLuyandawaslookingatthegirlsside

Ihavenoideawhy.Afterafewminuteshecamebackholdingthesmallshoeshepicked

Him:Thisissocuteandcomfy

Me:It'spink

Him:Butit'scutethough,couldn'tbabybeagirlvele?

IrolledmyeyesandcarriedonwithwhatIwasdoinguntilLuyandatappedmyshoulder.I

turnedaroundandlookedathim.Hehadabig,chubbybrownteddybearinhishandshehis

hisfacebehindit.Ilaughed.Hecamedownandkissedmystomachandgavemetheteddy

bear

Him:Ihopehelikesit

Iheldmystomach

Me:I'msurehedoes

WepaidthenwenttoeatatsteersIboughttakeawaysforZweliIwasn'tgoingtocooktoday.

LuyandadroppedmeoffIreallyhadanamazingtimewithhimandIsurehopetodoitagain.

Heknowshowtoplantasmileonmyface

*

*

*

[ZWELI]

IwasinmyofficebusyonmylaptopwhenmyPAwalkedinwithmycoffee

Her:Morningsir,yourcoffee

Isignalledthatsheputitonmydeskshedidandshestoodtherelookingatme,Iraisedmy

head

Me:Anythingelse?



Her:Ohyessir,youhaveameetingwithMr.Khozainlessthanfiveminutesandaspecial

deliveryforMrs.Nkosi

Me:Andyoudidn'tsayanythingallthiswhile?

Shelookeddownandplayedwithherfingers,itwasahabittodothatnow.Isighedand

focusedonmylaptop

Me:youmayleave

Her:Sir,Mr.Khozais...

Me:Bringhimin,wouldyou?

Iwasgettingirritated

Her:Yessir

Shewalkedoutandafterafewminutesshecameback.Ishiftedmyeyesfromthelaptopand

lookedatthisMr.Khozaperson.Icouldn'tbelievemyeyeshealsolookedshockedtoseeme.

Iwalkeduptohimwithoutthinkingandgavehimapunch

Me:Getthefuckoutofmyofficenow!!

Hewipedthebloodcomingoutofhisnosewiththebackofhishand

Him:Whenareyougoingtoletgoandacceptthatsheismineman?

IgotpissedIchargedforhimagainhestumbledbackIheldhiscollarandpinnedhimonthe

wallandstartedpunchinghimlettingoutallmyhateandhurt...........
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[ZWELI]

Iwasinmyfather'sofficetheycalledhimwhenthefightwasgettingoutofcontrol.Iwas

sittingoppositehimlookingdownIwasn'tembarrassed,Iwasragingwithanger.Iwantedto

hitsomething..Iwantedtopunchsomething...

"IaskedyouaquestionZwelibanzi"

Me:Itwasnothing.Iwas...it'ssomethingpersonal



HelookedatmeIcouldtellhewasdisappointed.IadmitwhatIdidwasunprofessional

Him:Abusinessdealworthmillionsfromonofthebestcompanies,andyoujustblewitaway

allbecauseofsomethingpersonal?!

Hehitthedeskwithhisfist,thatmademejumpalittle.Iwassittingtherelookingathimwith

fearwrittenallovermyfacenow,that'showmuchIfearedmyfather..hehadthatintimidating

lookandeveryonefearedhimtodeath,includingme.PeoplesayItakeaftermyfatherbutI

couldneverbelikethisguy.....

Hestoodupandcametome,heturnedthechairtomakeitfacehimandleanedonthearms

ofthechair.Hisfacewasinchesawayfromme,Igulped.

Him:Doyouknowwhatyouhavedone,son?

Ishookmyheadno...Iwasliterallyholdingmybreath

Him:Allofthisbecauseofgirl..allofthisbecauseofagirl?WhatnonsenseamIhearing

Zwelibanzi?

Ihatedwhenhecalledmebymyfullname

Me:Ilovedherfather

IregrettedthosewordswhenIfeltapunchonmycheek.Hegrabbedmebymycollarand

threwmeonthefloor,IlandedonmyhipithurtalotIwon'tlie

Him:Welostagoodbusinessdealandallyoucantellmeisthisshit?Isthisajoketoyou?

Ishookmyhead..hetookoffhisblazerandthrewitonthedeskandpulledhisshirtup.He

wentandlockedthedoorandcamechargingatme.Hegrabbedmebymycollarandlookedat

mewithangeranddisappointmentinhiseyes.....fromthereIknewIwillwakeupinhospital

*

*

[SIMI]

IgotmyflowersfromthedeliverymanitwasrosesIknewZweliwastheonewhosentthis.

Therewasacardinsideitread:"Myoneandonly"Ismiledandputitonthecounterhealsogot

memyfavouritechocolate.IwenttowatchTVtopasstimeIwassoboredIcouldn'twaitfor

himtogethome

Itwasnow20:30andZwelicomeshome19:00Iwasstartingtogetworried.Icalledbuthis

phonesentmestraighttovoicemail.IdecidedtocallLuyandahepickeduponthesecondcall

Him:Si...



Me:Ohhhthankgoodnessyoupickedup..IamworriedaboutZwelihehasn'tcomehomeand

itissounlikehim

IheardsomeshufflingandZweliwasnowonthephone

Him:Cupcake

Hesoundedworriedandhisvoicewasuneasy

Me:Whereareyou?

Him:I'minhospitalbutdo...

Me:Whathappened?

Ididn'tevenwaitforareplyIcalledthechauffertookthehousekeysandimmediatelygotin

thecarwhenitarrived

WhenIgottothehospitalIwenttothereceptionisttheysentmetohisward.Igottothedoor

andhelookedbadlyhurt,hislipwascutabitonthesideandhiseyewasswollen.Hehada

bandageonhisheadalsohisleftleg.Icouldn'tstandseeinghimlikethis.Ibattledwithmy

thoughtsthinkingoftheworst.Washeinvolvedinanaccident?Inafight?Washeattackedby

thieves?IfeltliquidstreamingdownmycheeksbutIimmediatelywipedthemwhenIsawhim

flinch.Iwalkeduptohim.HesmiledwhenhesawmeIsatdownandlookedathimwithworry

Me:Whathappenedtoyou?

Him:Don'tworryI'llbefinesweetheart

Me:Ishouldbeworriedyoulookhorrible

Him:Ifeelhorribletoo

Hechuckledtryingtoshowmethatheisfinebutthatchucklecamealongwithapainfulgroan

IlookedathimwithtearyeyesandthelogicassumptionIcouldthinkofisthathegotintoa

fight

Me:Whodidthistoyou?Whoweeyoufightingwith?

Helookedawayandforamomenttherewassilenceuntilweheardthedooropening,his

fathercameinIdidn'tevenhavethestrengthtostandupIjustlookedathimandsmiled.He

noddedandshiftedhisattentionfrommetoZwelihecamecloser

Him:Howareyouholdingup?

Zweli:ItstillhurtsbutI'llbefine

Him:Ihopeyoulearntyourlessonandthisshouldneverhappenagain

Lesson?Whatlesson?IlookedatZwelihewaslookingatme,Ilookedathisfatherhewas



lookingatZweli.Iknowsomethingwaswrongandnoneofthemisgoingtotellmeand

whateveritis...IhaveafeelingIwon'tlikeit.IguessZwelinoticedhowangryIwashereached

formyhandIjerkedawayandstoodup

Me:Excuseme

IwalkedoutandwenttothetoiletIlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandtearsstartedfallingout.

WhoeverbeatZweliup,musthavehadagoodreasonforitandIfearIwon'tstandhearingit

*

*

[ZWELI]

SimicouldsensethetensionbetweenmydadandI.IfeelbadforwhatIhavedone,Ifeellike

mehavingtolietoheraboutbeinginhospitalwasabadthinghencethereasonwhyIkept

quietwhensheaskedmewhathappened.Ishouldn'thavehitthatguy..itwasn'tinmyplaceI

willjusthavetoacceptthatsheisgoneandenjoymylifewithmywife.ButamIreallyhappy?

DidIrushintothismarriagething?

IturnedtolookatmydadhewasnowsittingdownlookingatmeIshifteduncomfortably

Him:don'tyouthinkyoushouldtellher?

Me:No,shedoesn'thavetoknow

Him:don'tyouthinkshewillfindoutatsomepoint?

Ilookedoutthewindowanddidn'tanswer

Him:Youcan'tlovetwosistersatthesametime,son

Istayedinthatsanepositionwithoutlookingatmydad,hewasrighthowcanIlovetwo

sistersatthesametime?

HestoodupandtoldmethatwewillhavetospendanightattheirhouseIjustnoddedand

lookedoutthewindow.Hewalkedoutandafterawhilethedoorflungopenagain.Ididn'teven

botherlookingitmightbemomorLuyanda....

"Whodidthistoyou?"

Iturnedtothatfamiliarvoice..shewasstandingrighttherewearingawhitetopwithgold

printingsonitandboyfriendjeansandhadabluehandbaginherhand..shelookedreally

beautiful

Me:Mba..Enhle..wh..whatarey-youdoinghere?

Her:Totellyoutostayawayfrommyhusband



Me:Hewastheonewhocametome

Her:BusinessrelatedZweli,businessrelated

That'swhenIrealizedmystatementwasdumb.Isighedandlookedbackoutthewindow

Her:Whydidyoudothat?

Me:HetookyouawayfrommeEnhle

Her:Youpushedmeaway

Me:Ididn't

Her:Youkilledmyfriend!

Iturnedandlookedathermyeyesfullofanger.Itoldhertoneverbringthisup,Itoldherto

neverremindmeofthat.Thatdaystillhauntsmeeventoday..

Me:Getout!

Isaidinbetweenmyteeth

Her:HemeanseverythingtomeZweli

Me:AndImeannothingtoyou?

Her:Forgoodness'sakeyouaremarriedtomysisterZwe!

Me:Thenwhatarewedoing?Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Her:Stayawayfrommeandmyhusband

Iturnedtolookather

Me:Youcanleavenow

Her:Anddon'thurtmysister,likeyouhurtme

Shewalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindher.Didshehavetodothat?Didshehaveto

remindmeofmypast?Myhorriblepast?WhenItrytotamethebeastinme,wegotpeoplelike

Enhlewhotriestosetitfree.Onlysheandherlovearecapableofbringingoutthebeastinme..

andnowherlovedecidestohitmestrongerthanbefore
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TwodayspastandtodayZWELIwasbeingdischarged.Wewenttothehospitaltofetchhim

thoughhewasstillholdingontothingswhenhewalkedbutneverthelessweweregoingto

spendadayortwoatZweli'sparentshouse.LuyandawasdrivingZweli'scarsincehewasstill

inpaintobedrivingwhileDanandfamilyusedtheothercar.Iwassittingatthebackand

Zweliwasatthefront.Wedroveinsilencenowordwasexchanged...

WegothomeZweliwantedtobathsoIpreparedabathforhimandputantisepticinthewater.

IwenttohisroomandthrewmyselfonthebedandmyphoneranIanswereditwasmymom

Me:Fefe

I'mnotusedtocallingmymomwiththename"mom",it'ssomethingIgrewupwith

Her:Hellobabyhowareyou?

Me:I'mfineFefehowarethingsathome?

ShesighedheavilyIcouldtellfromthetoneofhervoicesomethingwaswrong

Me:Ma?

Her:Youfatherisback

Me:ohw

Her:Andhehasbeenaskingaboutyou

Me:And?

Her:HewantsyouhomeasinlikeyesterdayThuli

Me:Doesheknow?

Sheexhaledandkeptquietforaminutebeforeresponding

Her:Justcomehomehle...endefuthiminaImissmybaby

Me:OkayFefebye

Ididn'twaitforhertorespondIhungupandthrewthephoneonthebed.Islowlymovedmy

handtomystomach.Daddoesn'tknowanyofthisandhewillbereallydisappointedinme.He

hadhighhopesformeandhimseeingmepregnantwitharockonmyfingerandhadquit

schoolI'msurehewillgetaheartattack.



IfeltkissesallovermyfaceIopenedmyeyesZweliwascrouchingnexttome

Him:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Hekissedmeonmynosethenwentdowntomyneck,itwaskindaticklishIgiggled.Ipulled

himontopofthebedandwesharedalongpassionatekisswithhimcaressingmybody.

WorstmistakeeverheputallhisweightontopofmeIscreamed

Me:Getoffme!!!youhurtmegetoff....

Iwasn'tinthemoodanymoreIwascryinghelookedatmewithworryinhiseyes

Him:I'msorryIdidn'tmeanto

Me:Butyoudid(crying)

Him:Sowegonnacryaboutit?

Iwasnowscreamingandhittinghimandpushinghim,heheldmyhandsandpinnedthemon

thebed

Him:I'msorryokay?Ididn'tmeantohurtyou

Me:Butyouhurtme

Him:AndI'mapologizing

Me:OkayIforgiveyoubutnexttimedon'tputallyourweightonmeIcan'thandleyou

Helaughed

Me:What'sfunny?

Him:Youcan'thandlemyweight?Waittillyougettothemirror

MyjawdroppedItriedfightinghimoff,hewasstilllaughingthatreallypissedmeoff

Me:Ihateyou!!

ItwasmorningalreadyIhadtogohomeandsortthingsout.Iwassittingonthesmallchairin

frontofthedresserbrushingmyweave.Iworehoopearringsandthenputbackmyringonmy

finger

"Whataredoing?"

IturnedaroundZweliwaslookingatmebalancingwithhiselbowsonthebed

Me:I'mgoingout

Heyawned



Him:Soearlyinthemorning?

Iputonmypumpsthenmademywaytothebed.Isatdownandfacedhim

Me:I'mgoingtovisithome

Him:Ehhhhokay!

Hethrewhisheadonthepillowandcoveredhimselfwiththesheets

Me:Andmydadisback

Silence..hedidn'tevenmoveasinglemuscle.Iclearedmythroat

Me:Isaidmy..

Him:Iheardyouthefirsttime

Me:ZweliI'mscared

Hetookthecoversoffhimandsatupstraight

Him:Ofwhat?Scaredofwhat?Howmanytimeshavewetoldyoutoinformyourfatherabout

this?Youliedtous...eventhatlobolasagayouliedtous.Youliedtomywholefamilysaying

yourfatherknowsandgivesushisblessingsowhatareyouscaredofexactly?

Me:Zweli...

Him:No..no..no..no

Hesaidthatwhilecoveringhisfacewiththepillow

Him:YouneedtofacehimSimi,soonerorlaterhewillfindout

Istoodup

Me:Okaythengowithme

Him:No

Me:But..

Him:Eyywenangithicha!

TearswereonthevergeoffallingIwalkedoutandwentdownstairsIfoundLuyandawithhis

mom.Igreetedthemandcalledacab.Itcameafter7minutesorso.Itwasprettyfast..

Itdroppedmeoffexactlynexttothegateofmyhouse.Igotoffandpaid.Iwalkedintotheyard

andpausedwhenIreachedthedoorandsaidafivesecondsprayer.Iknockedandtherewas

noreply.IknockedrepeatedlyuntilsomeoneopenedIwasgladitwasmymominsteadofmy



father

Her:OhThulimntwanam

AthomeIamknownasThulioutsideofhomeIamSimlindile,simplySimi.MyMontried

huggingmebutIsteppedback

Me:Youcan'texactlyhugmeFefe

Shelookeddowntomystomach

Her:Ohyauhmyouare..reallybig

Shelookedveryuneasy

Me:Pleasetellmedadisnotaround?

BeforeshecouldreplyIheardavoicebehindher

"Whoisthatatthedoor?"

IwasmyfatherIwaspanicking.Mykneeswereweak,thepalmsofmyhandsweregetting

sweatyandIwasfeelinghot.Myheartwasbeatingreallyfast.Mymomopenedthedoorwider

givingmydadaccess.OureyesmetatthatverymomentIfeltlikethewordcouldswallowme

up.Heslowlymovedhisgazefrommyeyestomystomach..Ifeltlikerunningaway
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Myfatherletmeinthehouse.Wewereinthekitchenmyfatherwasleaningonthecounter

lookingatmewithmymothernexttome.Ilookeddownandplayedwithmyhandsastears

felldownmycheeks

Dad:Whoareyou?

Imanagedtoliftmyheadandlookathimthentomymomwhojustshruggedheshoulders..

shelookedclueless.Ilookeddownagain

Dad:I'mnorgoingtorepeatmyself

Hehadbothhishandsinhispockets



Mom:It's..T..Thuli

Dad:No..HaiMaNgcobolookatherproperlythisisnotThuli

MymomandIlookedateachotherthiswasreallynotwhatwehadexpectedfromhimIwas

reallyconfused

Mom:Babauthinikahlekahle(Whatareyousayingexactly?)

Dad:Ngithiminawhoisthispersonstandinginfrontofmyeyesandyoutellingmethatthisis

Thuli

Hechuckled

Him:HaveyouforgottenthatThuliisinuniversity?She'stherestudyingmedicineoramI

wrong?

Helookedatmymom,shedidn'tevenknowwhattosayshame.

Him:AmIwrong!!(shouting)

Mom:N..n..no

Dad:Sowhoisthispregnantwomanherestandinginfrontofme?

Wekeptquiet,Idon'tknowwhatdadwasplayingatbuthewasreallyhurtingmeIwouldhave

hadhimshoutatmeandcallmeallsortofnamesinsteadofthis.Hewastrulyhurtingme.

Weremainedquiet,hechuckledandwalkedtothedoorbutstoppedhalfwayandturned

around

Him:WhenIcomebackI'mexpectingtoseeThulibecauseIrememberyouclearlytellingme

sheisonherway

Heturnedtome

Him:AndwenaIwantyououtwhenIgetbackhere.Youlooklikemydaughter

Hewentdowntomystomach

Him:Butknowingmydaughter..hewillneverdisappointmelikethis

Hewalkedoutandbangedthedoor.AssoonasheleftIletitallout.Icried

Me:Heisreallydisappointedinme.Hehatesme..Ifailedhim!!(crying)

Mymomwasalsointears

Her:AiimaranaweThulingashovele



Me:Maplease..(crying)talktohim

Her:Come

WewenttomyroomthatIusedtooccupywhenIwasstilllivingunderthisroof.Ihavefoundit

theywayIleftit,mylaptopwasonthatsmalltablewithafewpensandmynotebooknicely

seatedthere.Isankonmybedandletitallout.NowthatIthinkaboutit,Ireallymissschoola

lot.Mymomsatnexttomeandslowlybrushedmyhair.Wesatlikethatforaboutanhour.I

decidedthatIwouldtalktomyfatherwhenhegotbacksoIsleptforafewhours.

Iwaswokenupbysomeoneslowlybrushingmyweave.IsatuponthebeditwasMbali

Mbali:Hi

Me:Hey

Her:Howareyou?

Ishruggedmyshoulders.Mymomwalkedinandsatnexttome

Her:He'shere

Me:Idon'tthinkIcanfacehim.HeeventoldmeperfectlytogetoutofhishousesoIdon't

knowwhatI'mstilldoinghere.

Istoodupandworemyshoes.Iwenttomymirrorandbrushedmyweavewithmyfingersand

appliedVaselineonmydrylips.Ikissedmymomonthecheek.Westoodupandwentoutof

myroomslowlywalkingtothekitchen.Ifyouarewonderinghowmyhouselooks..it'sreally

bigprobablyoneofthefewbighousesinthisneighborhood.It'sverymoderninsidemy

motherandfatherareverygoodwithstyleyouwouldsweartheyareintheirearlythirties.

Theyknowhowtotakecareofthemselves.

Wefinallyreachedtothekitchenwheremydadonthechairbythecounterreadinga

newspaper.Whenhesawushefoldedthenewspaperandlookedatus.Hislookwasvery

intimidating

Me:I..I..Iamleaving

Him:Okay

Heopenedthenewspaperandcarriedonreading.IlookedatmymomshesignalledthatI

shouldsaysomethingtohim.WithallthestrengthIhad,Imanagedtoopenmymouth

Me:Ngiyaxolisa

Hedidn'tsayanythinginsteadslowlyturnedtothenextpage.Ilookedatmymomwithtears

threateningtofall.HerandMbaliencouragedmetocarryon.

Me:IknowIhavedisappointedyoudad,Youhadhighhopesforme.Youusedtolookatme



withsomuchrespectandpridethatonedayIwouldbesomeonesuccessful..

Itookadeepbreathandlookedupandblinkedafewtimestokeepthetearsin

Me:Butnowyoureyesshowdisappointment,angerandhurt.Iamalsodisappointedinmyself

becauseIhaven'tpicturedmylifetoturnoutthiswaybutallI'maskingisforyoutoforgive

me..that'sallI'maskingforbecause...

IcouldholditinanymoreIletmytearsescapemyeyesfreely.Iplayedwithmyhands

Me:becauseIwouldn'tbeabletolivewithmyselfknowingthatIdon'ttalktomyfatherand

thatfather-daughterloveisnomore

Ilookeduptohimhehadfoldedthenewspaperandburiedhisfaceinhishands.Afterawhile

helookedatmewithafaintsmile

Him:Comehere

HeopenedhisarmsandtappedhislapsignallingImustsitonhislap.ConsideringtheywayI

wassobigIdidn'tthinkhewouldbeabletohandlemebutIfoundmyselfonhislapandmy

armsaroundhisneck.Hewipedmytearsandkissedmycheek.

Him:I'msorryforhowIactedearlieron

Me:It'snotyourfault

Him:Ihateseeingyoucry..stopcryingfordaddywouldyou?

HesqueezedmycheeksandIgiggledwipingmytears.

.

.

.
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Icansaythatlifehasbeenfairtomethispastfewdays.MyfatherandIhavefixedour

relationshipeventhoughhewasnothappyaboutthewayIgotmarriedbecauseIwasn'teven

traditionallymarriedifyouknowwhatImean.ButneverthelessmyfatherandZweligetalong

prettywell.ZwelishameheisalwaysthereformehemakessureIamhappyandthatIhave

everythingIneed.Iam9monthspregnantnowandI'mexpectingsoon....

Iwasathomewithmymother,Mbaliandmydad.Wehadjustfinishedeating,mymomandI

volunteeredtodothedishes.Mbaliwassittingonthecountereatingfoodasalways.

Me:YouknowMbaliweunderstandyouarepregnantbutnotsickyousupposedtobehelping

ushere

Mbali:LeavemealonepleasebecauseIdidn'tsayIwanttodothedishes

Mom:Konjeweforgotyouarethelazyonearoundhere

Ilaughed

Mbali:Mompleasedon'tstartwithme

IcontinuedwiththedishesuntilIfeltanexcruciatingpaininmyabdominalarea

Me:Owww!!!(groaning)

Mom:Areyoualright?

Me:Yesjust...owww!!OhmyGodmom!!!(shouting)

Mymomwasstartingtopanic

Mom:Mbalicallyourfathernow!

Mbalirushedtocalldadwhilemymomslowlywalkedmetothecoach.Sheputpillowsbehind

mybackandIlaidmylegsonthesmalltable

Mom:Isthatcomfortable?

Me:Yes

ItriedveryhardtoignorethepainbutitwasjusttoomuchIendedupcrying.Mydadcame

rushingdown

Dad:Areyouokay?

Hewasagitated.Ithenfeltsomewetnessgoingdownfrommythighs

Me:Mywaterjustbroke

Mbali:What?!



EveryonestartedpanickingIwassoconfused.Myfatherpickedmeupbridalstyleandrushed

metothecarwithMbaliandmomfollowingus.IwassittingatthebackwithmomandMbali

wassittingatthefrontwithmyfatherdriving.Iswearmyfatherwantedmetodiebecausehe

drivingfreakingslow

Me:DaddrivefasterIswearthiscarisnotmo..Ohfuck!!!

WhenIgottothehospitalIwasrushedtothelabourwardIaskedmymomtocomewith

Me:Fefe..owww!!W..wh..whereisZweli

Mom:BabyIneedyoutofocusonthebabyfornow

ThemidwifeaskedmetotoopenmylegswideIdidasIwastold.

Midwife:OkayonthecountofthreeIneedtopush..One..two..threepush!!

Me:Ahhhhh!!!

That'sallIrememberuntillightsouts.

.

.

IopenedmyeyestothelightshiningbrightIimmediatelyclosedmyeyesblinkingacoupleof

timesbeforeopeningthemagain.IlookedaroundandrealizedIwasstillinhospital.Ilooked

tomyleftandZweliwassittingonthechairhisfacewasburiedinhishandwhiletheother

handwasholdingmine.ItriedtalkingbutmythroatwashoarseanddrysoIjustsqueezed

Zweli'shanduntilheliftedhishead.

Zweli:OhmyGodyouawake

Me:W..wa..water

Herushedouttobringmewaterandcamebackwithaglassofwaterandthedoctor.Idrank

thewaterasthedoctorwasbusyexaminingmeandwritingnotes.

Doc:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:I'mfinedocthanks

HelookedathiswatchthentoZweli

Doc:Youhaveonly20minuteswithher

Zweli:Okaydocthankyou

ThedocwalkedoutIlookedatZwelihiseyeswerebloodredandpuffyIguesshewascrying

andhisbeardwasshowingabitshamehewasjustamess



Zweli:Ithoughtwelostyou

Igavehimaconfusedlook

Him:Youhadpassedoutfortwowholeweekswithoutwakingup

Me:What?!

Him:Icouldn'tsleepbabyI...IthoughtIlostyou

HekeptkissingmyhandallIcouldthinkaboutismypreciousbaby

Me:Mybaby,Iwanttoseemybaby

Zweli:OkayI'llgethimforyou

Hewalkedoutandcamebackholdingababywrappedinablueblanket.Hegavehimtome...

ohgoodnesshelookedsocuteandverylightincomplexion

Me:Heissocute

Zweli:Ofcoursehetakesafterhisfather

Me:Youwish

Welaughed.Thebabyslowlyopenedhiseyesandoureyesmetimmediately..hetouchedmy

facewithhissmallhands.Hiseyeswerelightbrownandhishairwasjustoutofthisworld

Me:Helooksmixedracethough

IwassohappyIhadmycutebabyinmyhandsandmyhusbandrightnexttomeoursmall

perfectfamily

Zweli:Ithoughtofaname

Ilookedathim

Him:IthoughtofBandile

Mylipscurvedintoasmile

Me:Iloveit

IlookedatBandileandperkedhislips

Me:WelcometothecircleoflifeBandile
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It'sbeentwodaysnowandIwasgoinghome.Ihatehospitalsespeciallythefoodandthe

smellsogoingbackhomeIwashappy.Iwasalsohappybecausemybabywasfine,nothing

wrongwithhimandhewasadorableashellyoucouldswearhewasmixedracejudgingfrom

hishairtohiseyesandall.Zwelihadcometofetchusfromhospital.Wewerenowinthecar

goingtoZweli'sparent'shouse.WeweregoingtolivethereuntilBandilehits3months

Zweli:Ican'tbelieveI'mafather

HehasbeenveryemotionallyattachedtoBandileandhewasalwaysthereforus.Heeven

tookafewdaysofffromworkjusttobewithus.

Me:Youbetterbelieveit

Heleanedcloserandkissedmebeforeconcentratingontheroadagain

Him:Thankyouforgivingmesuchapreciousgift.Knowingthattheloveofmylifeisthe

motherofmychildmakesmemorehappyandIwouldn'ttradeitfortheworld.IloveyouThuli

SimlindileNgcobo

Helookedatmeandsmiled,Ismiled

Me:IloveyouverymuchZweliandknowingthatyouarethefatherofmychildmakesme

morehappyandthat'sallIneed..Iwouldn'ttradeitfortheworld

Helaughed

Him:Copycataren'tyou?

Ilaughed

Wegotinthegateandparkedintheentrance.WegotoutIwasholdingBandileinmyhands

withZweliholdingthebags..weboughtallthebabystaff.Wewalkedtothehouseandassoon

asweopenedthedoorweweremetbythewholefamilyscreamingandwelcomingushome

"SURPRISE!!!!"

IwincedandgaveZwelithechildtheywentupstairswhileIhuggedthefamily.Myfatherwas

therealongwithmymomandMbali.MybestfriendKhetiwewasthere,Luyanda,Mrs.Nkosi,

Mr.Nkosi,thegrandmother,Khanyi,SihleandafewofZweli'sfriends.ItwasjustcrazyItell

you.IwalkeduptoKhetiweandhuggedhertightlyImeanIhaven'tseenmyownbestfriendin

6months.Ibrokethehug

Her:Heystranger



Islightlypushedher,welaughed

Her:Howdoesitfeeltobeamotherhuh?

Me:Ohit'sthebestfeelingever

Her:AndIseeyouhavebeeneatingalotwhenyoupregnantlookatyourself

Ilookedatmyselfthenuptoherwelaughed

Me:I'mnotthatbigthough

Her:It'snotabadthingdon'tstressyourself.

Shestartedlookingaround

Her:Youaremarriedinaveryrichfamilygf..justlookatthisbigmansion.Imeanifthishouse

isthisbig,Idon'tevenwanttoknowhowyourhouselookslikebecauseclearlyifhisparents

arerichthenZwelimustbefilthyrichtooatthisyoungage

Ichuckled

Me:Youtalktoomuch.MaybeyoushouldcomevisitmewhenIgobacktomyhouse,you

knowgetalittleglimpseofourownmansion

Her:Ithoughtyouwouldneverask

Ilaughed.

Her:Ismellwine...

Ilaughed.MybestfriendandalcoholareveryclosenotthatIblameherthough,herfamilyis

justtoocrazytohandle.

Me:I'llgogetsomeforyou

Her:Youdothatgirlfriend

Istartedwalkingtothekitchenwithpeoplestoppingmehereandthereandgivingmehugs

andcongratulatingmeitwasjustcrazyItellyou.Iwasatthekitchenpouringwinewhenmy

momwalkedinwithLuyanda.Iwenttohugher

Her:Congratulationsmybaby

Me:ThankyouFefe

Luyanda:Iamnotarockyazi

Ilaughedandhuggedhim.Ibrokethehugandlookedathim.Hewaslookingatmybodywhile

whistling



Him:Damn!pregnancygotyougood

Mymomclearedherthroat

Her:Behaveyourselfboy

WelaughedwithmetakingthewinetoKhetiwebutIcouldn'tfindheranywhere.Ilookedfor

hertillIgaveup.BandilewaswithmymotherinlawsoIletthembeandwentupstairstolook

forZweli.IstoppedwhenIheardtwopeoplearguinginZweli'sroom

"Idon'tknowwhyyoubroughtyourhusbandhere..especiallyinthepresenceofmyson"

IreckonedthatwasZweli

"Whydoesitbotheryoubecauseclearlynooneherehasaproblemwiththatotherthanyou!"

IwasshockedtolearnthatMbaliwastheoneinZweli'sroomarguingaboutGodknowswhat

Zweli:Ijustwantyoursocalledhusbandoutofmyfather'shouseEnhlebecausethisisutter

disrespect

Mbali:Youdon'tgettotellmewhattodo..andincaseyouforgotIcameheretosupportmy

sisterIdidn'tcomeheretobelecturedbyyouaboutrespect

Zweli:Enhlethis...

Icouldn'ttakeitanymoreIopenedthedoorandbythelooksoftheirfacestheywereshocked

toseemehere.IclearedmythroatlookingfromMbalitoZweliandtoMbaliagain

Mbali:Excuseme

Withthatbeingsaidshewalkedout.IfoldedmyarmsandlookedatZweli

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Zweli:Nothing

Me:Itdidn'tsoundlikenothingtome

Helookedscared,Iwasputtinghiminadifficultsituation

Him:I..you..canwejustenjoythispartyandforgetaboutthisfornow?

Ilookedathimforawhilethensighed

Me:Okay..butthistopicIshallbringitupanotherday

Him:WhateverworksforyouMrs.Nkosi,fornowlet'sgogetoursonback.Itlookslikethey

havestolenhimawayfromus



Ilaughed

Me:Yeahlet'sgogetoursonback!!

Isaidaswewalkedoutwithhimhuggingmefrombehind
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YesterdaywasablastIreallyenjoyedmyselfbutthencleaningwasveryexhaustingthatI

regrettedthatthepartyhappened.WereallyneedhelpershereintheNkosifamilybecausea

bigmansioncan'tbecleanedbytwopeople...

Iwaswithmymotherinlaw,NombuleloinherroombreastfeedingNdile.Zweliwentoutwith

hisfathertodoGodknowswhat.

Nombulelo:IlikewhatIsee

Shesaidasshewasironingtheclothes

Me:Haibuthelikeseatingalot.Thisisthe30thtimefeedinghim

Shechuckled

Her:Hegotthatfromyou.Youusedtoeatalotwhenyouwerepregnant

Me:Iguessso

Shecarriedonwithherironing

Me:Whyisitthatthere'snohelpersaround.ThisisaverybighouseandIdon'tthink3people

canevenmanage

Shesmiledandshookherhead

Her:Ihadalotofencounterswithhelpersandmaidswhousedtostealfromusandallthat,it

wasjustcrazythatIendedupfiringthemallandItoldmyselfthatnomorestrangersinmy

househencethereasonwhyIhavenohelpersormaids

Me:Wow



Her:Whenmylastmaidcleanedthishouseemptyasinlikestoleeverythinginthishouseand

ranawayIwasjustfrustratedandIhadlittletrustinstrangers

Me:Didyoufindthatmaidwhostolefromyou

Her:Noandweneedupgivingupbecauseitwasnotworthit.

Me:I'msureyouweredevastated

Her:Youhavenoidea

Ishookmyheadslowly

Her:ButIdon'tneedtoworryIgotyou,KhanyiandSihletotakecareofthishousesowhat

morehandsdoIneed?

Ichuckled

Me:IfIcan'thandlemyownhouse...

Shelaughed

Her:LazyIsee

BandilepulledoutsoIputhimbackintohispramandlaidbackonthebed.

.

.

IwashelpingNombulelowithwateringtheflowerswhenmyphonerangfrommypocketItook

itout.ItwasMbali

Me:Heyyou

"It'sXolani"

Me:OhMr.Khoza

Him:Let'sjustkeepittoXolaniplease

Ilaughed

Me:Okay

Heletoutalongsigh

Me:Everythingokay?

Him:Nonothingisokay..



Me:Uhm....

Him:Yoursister...she'sjustactingreallystrange.She'sbeenlockingherselfinherroomfor

whateverreasonthatIdon'tknow.Shedoesn'twanttotalktoanyoneshesaysshewantsto

talktoonlyyouandyouknowwhat'smore?

Me:No..

Him:Shesaidyoushouldcomealoneandnevermentionthistoyourhusband

Me:that'sweird

Him:TooweirdItellyoubutIthinkyoushouldcomeseeforyourselfshe'sreallyscaringme

Me:I'monmyway

IhungupandlookedatNombulelo

Her:YoucangoIgotyourback

Isighed

Me:Ohthankyousomuch

Ikissedhercheeks.IcalledmychauffertodrivemesinceIstilldon'tknowhowtodrive.I

directedhimtowhereMbalilivesandIgotoutandrangtheintercom.Afterafewminutes

Xolanicameoutandletmein.Wehuggedshortly

Him:Thatwasfast

Me:I'mworriedabouther

Him:Comewithme

Wewalkedupstairstotheirroom.Iamreallyworriedaboutmysistershedoesn'tactlikethis,

itsunlikeher.Iknowmysistertoowellandhersuddenchangeofattitudeisveryalarming.We

gottothedoorandIknocked

Mbali:Goawayandleavemealone!!

Xolani:YouseewhatImean?(whispering)

Me:Okayleavethistome(whispering)

Henoddedandwalkedaway.Iknockedagainthistimesayingmyname

Me:Sisit'smeSimiopenupplease..weareveryworriedaboutyoudon'tshutusout

Her:Simiisthatyou?(sniffing)



Me:yesopenupplease

Ikeptknocking

Her:Areyoualone?

Me:YesI'mallaloneyoucanopen

ItwassilentuntilIheardsomeshufflingthenthedooropened.Ihuggedhertightlywithout

lettinggoandweslowlymadeourwaytothebed.Ibrokethehugbutshewasstillcryingand

holdingmyhands

Her:Ithought...(sniffing)Ithoughtmaybeleavinghimwasdoingtherightthing

Me:What?

Iwasveryconfused

Her:It..itstartedwhenhewasgettingpossessiveofmeandhewouldbepissedwhenhesees

mewithaguy(crying)

Me:Mbaliwhatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:OncewhenIkissedthisguy..(hiccups)...hewasjustafriendanditwasamerekiss,a

harmlessoneandhefoundout(crying)

EventhoughIwaslostandconfused,Ilethertalk

Her:Hebeathimupandbeathimandbeathimuntilhe..hecouldn'tmove.Itoldhimtostop

(crying)

Ibrushedherbackwhilelistening

Her:Tothinkthatwasenough..hepulledoutagunandshothim7times.Ididn'tevenknowhe

ownedagun

Shelookedatme

Her:SimiIthoughtleavinghimwasforthebest..Ithoughtmaybeleavinghimwasgoingto

stophimfromhurtingandkillingallthepeopleIlovedandgotclosetobutitdidn'twork

Iwasreallylost

Her:Andnow..(sniffing)nowhethreatenstokillmyhusband.He..hesaidifIcan'thavehim

thenoonewill

Me:Who?whowantstokillyourhusband?

Shelookedatme



Her:Youwouldn'tbelievemeifItellyou

Me:Wh..what..why?

Shestoodupandwalkedtothebalcony.Ifollowedher

Me:Mbalitalktome

Her:Hedoesn'twanttoseemehappy

Herbackwasfacingme

Me:Who?

Her:Heisfromhell...Ihatehim!!

Sheturnedaround

Her:Yourhusbandisfromhell!!!Heisnothuman!!(Shouting)

Me:Whaaaaat?!!

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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Idon'tknowwhatishappeningtomysisterorhowoneshouldreactwhenshestartstalking

likethis.Shedoesn'tcomeacrossasthecrazyorjealoustypebutforhertobecallingZwelia

monsterandallthosesinisteractsshe'sbeenpullingisjustpurecraziness.Idon'tknowwhat

todoanymore.Itriedmakinghercalmdownandreasoningwithherbutshekeptonshouting

thewords"Yourhusbandisamonster..he'sthedevilhimself!!!"Hearinghersaythatmademe

angrythatIleftherandtoldXolanithatIwillhavetodosomethingtohelpherbecauseshe

seemstobelosingit.IsshejealousofmyrelationshipwithZweli?bywhy?shehasn'tshown

anysignsofjealousyoranythinglikethatsowhythiskindofbehaviournow?Idon'tknowat

all,Itrulydon'tknow....

IgotintothecarandchaufferdroveusbacktoZweli'sparentshouse.Igotoutand

immediatelywenttoseemybaby.Ispentafewhourswithhimjustbonding.Ifedhimand

burpedhimandhefellasleeprightaway.Iputhimdownandwentdownstairstothekitchen.I

foundNombulelocookingdinnersoIofferedtohelphereandthere.Zweliandhisfather

arrivedjustintimesowepreparedthetabledishedanddishedforthem.IhadtocallLuyanda,



KhanyiandSihlefordinnerandweateandwhenwedoneIwenttocheckuponBandile.He

wasstillsleepingpeacefullysoIjustlaidnexttohimplayingwithhissmallhands.Thedoor

openedandZweliwentin

Him:Iwaswonderingwhereyouranoffto

Me:Justcheckingonmybaby

HesatontheothersideofthebedandlookedatBandile

Him:Helookssopeaceful

Me:mmh

IwassoconsumedwithmythoughtsthatZwelinoticed

Him:What'swrong?

Me:Huh?..nothing

Him:Comeonitwon'tkillyoutellingmewhat'swrong

Isighed

Me:It'sMbali

Heraisedhiseyebrow

Him:What'swrongwithyousister?

Me:She'sbeenactingstrangelately...

Him:Inwhatway?

Me:Idon'tknowhey..Igotacallthismorningfromherhusbandapparentlyshe'sbeenlocking

herselfallday.SothenIwenttoseeherandsheactedratherstrangelytalkingabout...

Ipaused

Him:talkingabout?

Idon'tknowifIshouldtellhimaboutthisImeanitreallysoundssomehowtellinghimthatmy

sisterisaccusinghimofkillingherhusband.Itsjustabsurd

Me:Shesaid...

IwasinterruptedbyZweli'sphoneringing.Helookedatitforawhilethenlookedatmewith

hiseyebrowraised

Me:It'sfineyoucananswerit



Hestoodup

Him:I'llbeback

Isomehowfeltlikethatphonecallsavedmefromtellinghimthisnonsense.Imeanwhywould

ZweliwanttokillXolani?Itdoesn'tmakesenseatall.Zwelididn'tcomebackafterthatcallsoI

decidedtosleepwithmybabytoday...

.

.

IwokeupinthemorningandthefirstthingIcheckedwasmyphoneandIgot11missedcalls

fromMbali.IignoreditandwalkedoutwithitdownstairsBandilewasnotinbedwhenIwoke

up.Iwenttothebathroom,brushedmyteethandwashedmyfacethenwentdownstairsand

foundLuyandaeatingbreakfastalone.

Me:Where'severyone?

Heturnedaround

Him:Hellotoyouto

Isatoppositehim..weweresittingonthosechairsnexttothecounterinthekitchen

Me:Sorryhello...sowhere'severyone?

Hedrankhisjuicethenputitdown

Him:Dadwenttowork,momtooneofhernoisyfriendsandyoujustmissedZwelihewentout

withNdile

Ilookedatwhathewaseatinganditwasjustfruitsalad..InevercameacrossLuyandaasthe

healthyeatingtypeofperson

Me:Areyoueatingthatforbreakfast?

Helookedatmethentohisfruitsaladandbackatme

Him:What'swrongwitheatingthisforbreakfast?

Ishookmyhead

Me:Nothing

MyphonerangfrommypocketItookitoutandagainitwasMbali.Ilookedatitforalongtime

Luyanda:Ifyouareplanningonignoringwhoeveriscallingjustswitchyourphoneoffit's

reallyirritating



Ilookedathim

Me:Youaretheirritatingone

Hechuckledandcarriedoneating.MbalicalledagainandthistimeIdecidedtoanswerit

Me:Hi

Shekeptquietforafewseconds

Her:Weneedtotalk

Me:Whatarewedoingnow?

Her:Ijust..canyoujustcomeandseemeplease?

Me:Howaboutyoucomehereforachange

Shekeptquietforawhile

Her:Ican'tcomethere..

Me:SomethingtodowithZweliright?Imeanseeingusasahappyfamilygivesyoutheitch

right?

IsawLuyandaraisinghiseyebrowatmeIjustignoredhim

Mbali:Wh..what?Simiwhatdoyoutakemeforme?

Ikeptquiet

Her:IamnotjealousofyourrelationshipwithZweli!!

Me:Isit?

Sheexhaled

Her:AllIwanttodoistalktoyou

Me:Ithinkwearedonehere

Her:What??SimiImighthavecriedyesterdayandyougavemeashoulderbutIamstillyour

bigsister!(shouting)

Me:Youshouldbetterstartbehavinglikeone!(shouting)

Her:Zweliisnotwhoyouthinkheis

Me:Ithinkwearedonehere

Her:Bythetimeyoufindout,itwillbetoolate



Withthatbeingsaidshehungup.Ilookedatmyphoneforalongtime.ButMbalidoesn'tcome

acrossasthejealoustype..I'dwhatsheissayingtrue??DoIreallyknowwhoZweliis??

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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IhadjustfinishedbathingZweliandIhadonepassionatenightyesterdayandhmmmIdon't

evenwannagetdowntothedetailsbecauseitwassohardcoreandpleasurableyaziIdon't

knowwhattosay.IthasbeenlongsinceZweliandIgotintimatesoyesterdaywasjustoneof

thosedays.WehadanotherroundthismorningandnowIwasbathing.Iwasgoingtovisitmy

momtodaybecausesinceIcamefromhospitalshehasbeenwantingtoseemeandIdidn't

gettoseemuchofherintheparty.ItwillbedisappointingthatIwon'tbegoingwithBandile

becausemomwasreallylookingforwardtoseehimbutNombulelosaidmymomshouldvisit

hereifshewantstoseethebaby...

Iwalkedtoourbedroom,wewerestillinZweli'sparentshouse.Ilotionedandworejeanswith

alongsleevetuckintopandheelsthenmademyweaveintoamessybun.Iappliednude

lipstickandtookmyhandbagandwalkeddownstairs.ThehousewassoquietsoIassumed

there'snobodybecauseallIknowisthatNombulelowentoutwithBandile.Idon'tknowwhy

shealwayshastotakeNdilewitheverywhereshegoes.Icalledthechaufferandwedroveand

droppedmeoffatthegateathome.IgotoutandwhenIreachedthedoorIknocked.Mymom

openedandwesharedabriefhugbeforesheletmein.Sheclosedthedoorbehindher

Mom:Youjustmissedyoudadhewashere

Iturnedaround

Me:Ohthat'sbadI'vebeenmeaningtotalktohim

WewalkedtothekitchenIsatontopofthecounterasusualasmymompouredjuiceforus

Mom:Talktohimaboutwhat?

ShegavemetheglassIdrankandputitdown

Me:Aboutmegoingbacktovarsity

Shesighed

Her:Areyousureaboutthis?



Me:OfcourseFefewhatkindofquestionisthat?

Her:Ijust..haveyouspokentoZweliaboutthis?

Me:Idon'tknowhowZwelifitsinthis

Her:Heis..youknowwhatmasiyiyeke(let'sdropit)

Itooktheglassandsippedmyjuiceandputitdown

Me:MacanIaskyousomething?

Shelookedatme

Her:What?

Me:AboutMbali

sheshruggedhershoulders

Her:Yohthatone!!

Me:Yini?

Her:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithherXolanicalledmeyesterdaytellingmeukuthiuMbaliis

lockingherselfinthebedroom

Isighed

Me:Yazihealsocalledme..thisissounlikeMbali

Iwon'ttellmymomaboutwhatMbalisaidtomeobviouslynot!

Mom:Maybeyoushouldtalktoher.shealwaysfounditeasytotalktoyou

Me:Yeah..maybe

I'vebeenthinkingaboutitandmaybelisteningtoherwon'thurtandwewouldsolveourissue

becauseIhateitwhenmysisterandIfight.Isaidmygoodbyestomomandwalkedtothe

chauffer.YouseemychaufferisaprivatechaufferthatwashiredtosendmewhoeverI

wantedtogo..sohewouldalwayswaitformeevenifItakethewholedayhewon'tgo.

IgotinandgavehimthedirectionstoMbali'shouse.DrivingfrohometoMbali'shouseisquiet

anddistance.Iwaslostinmythoughtsandinterruptedbymyphoneringing.Igotitoutofmy

bagitwasmyfriendKhetiwe

Me:Skeem

Her:Skeemfedezithin'lapho?



KhetiweismoreofaboutthegangsterlifesoherandtsotsitaalarebestfriendssometimesI

don'tunderstanditwhenshetalks.Ichuckled

Me:Let'stryonemoretime

Shelaughed

Her:I'mafraidthisisnotasocialcall

Me:Ifigured..younevercall

Her:yeahyeah..anywaysuphiuHubby?

Me:Areyoubeingforreal

Her:YazingibuzabecauseIfoundsomethinginterestingngaye

Me:Eishstopbeatingaroundthebushandtellmewhat'shappening

Iwasgettingworried

Her:I'llsendittoyouviamessage

Me:Khe...

Shehungup..Iwasagitating.AfterafewminutesIgotamessageIopeneditanditwasa

messagefromKhetiweanditwasapicture.MyeyeswidenedasIlookedatthepictureand

myhandsstartinggettingshaky.IdroppedmyphoneasIletmyhandsfindtheirwayintomy

weave

Me:Thisisnothappening...

Thechaufferraisedhiseyebrowandlookedatmethroughtherearviewmirror.

Him:EverythingokaythereMrs.Nkosi

Ilookedathimforalongtime

Me:Changeofplans...drivemebackhome

ThechauffermadeaU-turnandwedrovebacktoZweli'sparentshouse.Igotthereandwent

tothefridgeandgotthewineout.Ididn'thavemercyonpoorwineIdrankstraightfromthe

bottlejustloosingit.Iwasshakingmyheadwhilerunningmyhandsonweave.Iwassittingon

thefloornexttothecouchholdingthebottleofwine.

Iknewit!!IknewsomethingwasgoingonbetweenZweliandmysister.Ishould'vetrustedmy

instincts.Butwhy??whymysister??Thatpicture..theylookssocosyinthatrestaurant

holdinghands.IlaughedasIthoughtaboutitwhilegulpingdownthewine

Me:Isaidit!!She'sjealousbecauseI'vegotthebesthusband..she'sjealous..mysisteris



havinganaffairwithmyhusband..withmyhusband!!!

IlaughedlouderasIgotitdownwiththewine.IheardthedooropenandcloseIdidn'teven

botherliftingmyheadtoseewhoitwas.Itwasquietforawhileuntilsomeoneclearedtheir

throatIlookedup.ItwasLuyanda

Me:Youwon'tbelievewhatIjustsaw..your..yourbrotheris..is

Icould'veevenfinishmysentenceIjustlaughedandtookmyphoneoutandshowedLuyanda

thepicturehelookedatitforalongtimethenlookedatme

Him:Youaredrunkcomeon..let'sgetyouupstairs

Hepickedmeupbridalstyleandwewentupstairs.WepassedZweli'sbedroom

Me:Wherewego..going?

Him:Tomyroom

Wegottohisroomandhelaidmedownonhisbedthenwenttolockthedoor.Hecameback

andsatnexttome,hewaslookingatmelikeheiswaitingformetoexplainmyself.Ilookedup

astonotletthetearsfallbutitwasjusttoohardthecamestrollingdownmycheeks

Me:Whyisyourbrotherhurtingmelikethis?

Luyandawipedmytearswithhisthump

Him:Mybrotherhasalwaysbeenajerk

Me:Yescheatingiswrong....

Iturnedtolookathim

Me:Butwithmysister??Why?Whywouldtheydothistome?

MytearsfellandLuyandatriedtowipedthemoff

Him:Abeautifulgirllikeyoushouldn'tbecryinglikethis

Ichuckledbetweenmytears

Me:YouthinkI'mbeautiful?

Him:Morethanyoucouldeverknow

Welookeddeepintoeachothereyes.Hiseyeswentdowntomylipsandhebithislowerlipas

hebrushedmycheekwithhisthumb

Him:Mybrotherdoesn'tdeserveyou



Ilookedathislipstoo...OhmyGod!!

Me:Youthink?

Him:Youdeservetobehappy

Me:Ido...

HecamecloserandItiltedmyheadasourlipsmet.DidIpushhimaway?didIresist?No!!...It

feltwrongandsomehowrightatthesametime.IfelthissoftlipsonmineandIopenedmy

mouthwiderasthekissgotintense.Ifeltsomethinginsidememove,Ifeltthissensationin

mybodyIcan'texplain.Damnhewasagreatkisser.Myhandswenttohisneckashegothis

handintomyT-shirtandsoftlysqueezedmybreastIletoutamoan.Hewentdowntomynext

plantingwetkissesthatleftmewantingmore.Hepushedmeslightlydownontothebedashe

unzippedmyjeanwhilesqueezingmybreasts....OhhhhhhhGod!!!

.

.

#Zweli

IwastalkingtoMbaliintherestaurantandshewastellingmethatsheandherhusbandare

movingtoNewYork.Iwon'tsaythatI'mhappywiththesuddenmoving..Istillhadthose

feelingsforMbalibutIhadtoletgo.IhadtoletgoforthesakeofSimi.Ilovemywifeand

cannotkeeponhurtingherlikethisbecauseitsnotfairtoher.Ihavenowcometopeacethat

MbaliismovingonsonowIwillhavetofocusonmywifeandmybaby
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"Wakeywakeysleepyhead"Islowlyopenedmyeyeswhilerubbingthemwithmyhands.Isat

upstraightandlookedaround,Iwasinanunfamiliarplace.IlookedtomysideandLuyanda

washoldingatraywithfoodandsmilingatme

Him:Morning

Hesatdownandplacedthefoodonthebed

Me:Morning

IlookedatthefoodIwasn'tevenhungry.



Me:WhereamI?

Hechuckled

Him:Don'tyourememberanything?

IlookedathimIwassuperconfused

Me:No

Him:Letmeremindyou

Hetookthetrayandplaceditawaythencamebackonthebed..hetriedtokissmebutI

slightlypushedhimaway

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Ouch!TothinkthatIwasn'trejectedyesterday

Ilookedathimagainforthelongesttimethenitallcameback.Iimmediatelyjumpedoutof

bedIwasevenwearinghisshirtwithnounderwear.

Me:Yousonofabitchyoutookadvantageofme!!(shouting)

IwalkedaroundlookingformyclothesIfoundmypantyandworeitthensatdownwithmy

handsonmyface

Me:WhathaveIdone

HesatnexttomeandtriedtotouchmebutIstoodupimmediately

Him:Ididn'ttakeadvantageofyouSimi

Me:Youfoundmedrunkandthought"ohifIcouldjusthaveherforanight.."howcouldyoudo

thattoyoubrother!!(brother)

Hestoodup

Him:Hewasthereasonyouwereinthatstateinthefirstplace!!(shouting)

Wewerelookingateachotherfuming,afterIhadcalmeddownIdecidedtospeak

Me:Thatdidn'tgiveyoutherighttotakeadvantageofme

Him:Ididn'ttakeadvantageofyou.YouwantedthisasmuchasIdid.Whathappened

yesterdayIdidn'tplanittrustmeSimi.ItwasallbecauseIloveyou,Ihavefalleninlovewith

youandIcan'tstanditanymore..Ican'thidemyfeelingsforyouanymore.Goddammit

SimlindileIwouldneverhurtyou..takingadvantageofyouwasthelastthingonmymindtrust

me



Me:Butthisiswrong

Hecametomeandcuppedmyfacethenkissedme,thenhepulledout

Him:It'swrong,butitfeelsright.IloveyouSimi

Ilookedathimintheeyeandhemeantitall.Thisguylovesme,hecaresforme...but..butits

wronginmanyways.

Iremovedhishandsfrommyfacethenwenttositdownonthebed.Hecameandcrouched

nexttome

Him:Lookatme

Ilookedathim

Him:Iloveyouokay

Me:I..Idon'tknowwhattosay

Him:Youdon'thavetosayanythingbaby,allyouneedtoknowisthatIloveyou.I'minlove

withyou.

Whatshouldonedowheninthissituation??

Wesuddenlyheardaknockfromthedoor.Webothlookedateachandstooduplookingatthe

door

Zweli:Dudesincewhendoyoulockyourdoor!!(knocking)

Istartedpanicking.OhmyGodifZwelifindsouthewillkillme

Me:OhmyGodLuyandait'sZweli

Iwashalfwhispering,halfshouting

Zweli:DueIknowyouthereIheardsomevoices

IhitLuyandaandpushedhimtothedoor

Him:Whatareyoudoing(whispering)

Zweli:Luyanda!!!

Me:Open(whispering)

Him:What?(whispering)

Me:Ifyoudon'tfuckenopenthisdoorhemightsuspect!(Whispering)

Him:Okayokayjustgo..hidesomewhere



HeopenedthedoorandIhidbehinditwithmyhandsonmymouth.

Luyanda:Aniggagottahavesomeprivacyinthishouse!

Zweli:Don'tstartbecauseyouhaveneverlockedyourdoorbefore.

Iheardsomesilence

Zweli:Areyouhidingoneofyourbitcheshere??

Luyanda:Don'tfuckwithmeman

Zwelisighed

Zweli:Have..haveyouseenSimiaround

Myheartwasdoingthelub-dubdance!!

Luyanda:Uhhh..nowhy?

Zweli:Shehasn'tcomehomesincefromyesterdaydawgIdon'tknowwhatfuckenhappening

withthatchick!

Luyanda:Haveyoutriedcallingher?

Zweli:Don'tyouthinkifIdidIwouldn'tbehere

Luyanda:Maybeshedoesn'twanttobefound

Luyandaisdefinitelycrazy!!!

Zweli:Whothefucksaidshe'smissing?

Luyanda:I..Iwashelping

Zweli:Andwhywon'tyouletmeinyourroom?Iswearifyouaresleepingwithhoesinmy

mother'shousedawgncncnc...

Luyanda:Canyoudisappear?

Zweli:Iain'tkiddingstopbringingbitchesinmymother'shouse

Luyanda:YoumeanOURmother'shouse?

Can'tthisconversationendalready?

Iheardsomesilence

Zweli:YaziSimiwillbethedeathofme!!Wherethefuckcouldshebe?AytdawgI'llseeyou..

gottagetsomedocumentsfromtheofficeandlookforSimi



Luyanda:Ayt

Iheardsomefootsteps

Zweli:Andgetthatbitchoutofthishouse!!

LuyandafinallyclosedthedoorandIcouldbreath

Him:Thatwasclose

Ididn'tevenwastetimeIlookedformyclothesandwhenIfoundthemIworethemthentook

myhandbagandfixedmyweave.IwalkedtothedoorandLuyandablockedme

Me:Move!

Luyanda:Whereareyougoing?

Me:Isaidmove!

Luyanda:Don'tbedumb!Don'tyouthinkZweliwillsuspectsomething..clearlyitdoesn'tmake

sensethathecameherelookingforyouandafter5minutesyoushowup

.

***5minuteslater***

Me:Move!

Heslowlymovedfromthedoor.Iopenedandpeepedifsomeonewasaroundandwhenthe

coastwasclearIrantoZweli'sroomandquicklyclosedthedoor.WhenIturnedaroundI

swearIalmostgotaheartattack.Zweliwasonthephonewhilefixinghisshirtandwhenhe

sawmehehungupandthrewthephoneonthebed.HemadehiswaytomeandIcouldn't

moveordoanythingbecauseIwaspinnedonthedoor.Hestoppedatafardistancefromme

andcheckedhiswatch

Him:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Iswallowed

Me:Tooseemyfriend..I..wehadalotoffunthatIsleptover.Iwastired

Heraisedhiseyebrowandputhishandsinhispockets

Him:Whichfriend?

Idon'tknowwhatkindofquestionthatwas

Me:What?

Him:ImeanIwouldhavethoughtKhetiwesincesheisyouronlyfriendbutIcalledherandshe



hasn'tseenyouthewholeofyesterday.Sowhichfriendareyoureferringto?

Iswallowed...HecouldtellIwaslyingandhewasputtingmeinadifficultsituation.Idecided

toremainquiet

Helaughed

Him:Shecan'ttalk

Ilookeddown

Him:YouknowBandilewascrying..likeseriouslycryingIdidn'tknowwhattodotohimI

endedupcryingmyself

Ilookedathim,isthisguyforreal?

Me:Whereishe?

Him:Nowyoucare?

Me:Zweliplease

Him:Don'tworryBandilehasfoundasecondmother,whichismymom.ThankGodshe

doesn'twork

Iexhaled.Hecameclosertomeandsniffed.Idon'tknowwhathewasdoing

Him:Yousmellofaman.Gohittheshower!!

Fuuuuck!!!!

.

.

#Zweli

Iwatchedherassheranfordearlifetothebathroom.IranmyhandonmyheadasIcussed.

Whatdotheytakemefor?TheythinkI'mafool??DidshereallythinkIwouldn'tfindout?

LuyandaandSimiwhocouldhavethought.IlaughedasItookmyphoneandwalked

downstairs.TheythinkI'mafuckenfool!!!!!!

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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#Simi

IhadjustfinishedbathingandwhenIwasdoneIbatheBandileandfedhim.Iburpedhimand

spentafewminuteswithhimbeforegoingtoNombulelo'sroom,shewasgoingtobabysithim

formelikealways.Iknockedandsheletmein.

Shewassittingonachairwithherlaptop,Nombuleloisawriter.

IputBandiledownandkissedhimthenwenttoNombulelo

Me:Sawubonama

EventhoughweareverycloseandIconsiderherasoneofmyclosestfriends,shewillalways

beanelderandmymother-in-law.

Her:Simlindile

ShehalfclosedherlaptopthenlookedatBandilesleepingandasmileappearedonherface.

Her:Youbroughthim

Me:Hemissedyou

Her:Imissedhimtoo

Shewenttohimandkissedhim.NombulelowasveryattachedtoBandile,shelovedhimso

muchitscaredme

Me:Youreallylovehim

Shelookedatmeandsmiled

Her:Ihaveneverhadanopportunitytoholdmychildrenwhentheywereyoung,I'veneverhad

theopportunitytofeedthem,bathethem,watchthemgrow,spendtimewiththem..Iwas

basicallyrobbedoffmychildren'slife

Shesaidlookingdown.Iwalkeduptoherandsatnexttoher

ShelookedatBandile

Her:SoIgettodoallthosethingswithhim

Ilookedather..straightintheeyeasshelookedatmeandIallIsawwasmisery,painand

sorrow...abrokenwoman.Hereyesdidn'tshowanyhappiness,peace...shewasbroken.

Me:Whatreallyhappened

Isawtearsinhereyes



Shequicklywipedthemastheyfell.Shelaughed

Her:I..letmegetbacktowhatIwasdoing

Shestoodupandwenttositonthechairandcarriedonwithwhatshewasdoing

Clearlyshedoesn'twanttospeakaboutthissoIletitslide

Istoodupand.

Me:I'llbegoing.Thanksfortakingcareofhimforme

Shejustnoddedwithoutlookingatme.Ithinkshewassecretlycrying

Iwalkedandwenttomyroomthentrimmedmyeyebrowsandputeyeliner.Iwasn'tamakeup

personsoIjustappliedbrownmattelipstickandmademyweaveinaneatbun.Itookmybag,

wentoutsideandcalledmychauffer.HearrivedafterafewminutesandIgotin

Him:GoodmorningMrs.Nkosi

IgreetedbackanddirectedhimtoKhetiwe'shouse,Iwasgoingtovisitmybestfriend

WhenwearrivedIgotout.Khetiwelivedinthetownshipssoyoucanjustimaginehowitis.I

knockedandsheopenedjustasIwasgivingup

Shelookedlikeshehadjustwokenup.Sheyawnedandletmein.Shelivedwithhermother,

grandmotherandherlittlesisterinthis5roomhousebutitlookedlikeshewasalonethistime

around.Iturnedandlookedather..shameshelookedverytired

Her:EksenisomaraSimi?(earlyinthemorning?)

Ilaughedandsatononeofthechairs

Me:OfcourseIwouldhavefoundyousleeping

Her:Iwasn'tevenplanningonopeningthedoor

Ilaughed.Sheexcusedherselfsaidshewantedtobrushherteeth.Shecamebackandpoured

usjuiceandsatdownoppositeme

Me:Iwantwine

Her:No

Me:Comeon!

Her:Forabreastfeedingwomanyouarenotsupposedtobedrinking

Iclickedmytongueandrolledmyeyes



Her:Maraonaseriousnotewhatareyoudoingheresoearly?

Isighed

Me:Well,rememberthattimeZwelicalledyouandaskedaboutme?

Her:No..Zwelihasnevercalledme.Infacthedoesn'tevenhavemynumbers

Ilookedather,shemustbekidding

Me:Youkiddingright

Sheshookherhead

Her:ZweliandIhaveneverevenexchangewordsbefore,justafriendlyhelloandbyebye

Ichuckledoutofdiddisbeliefanddrankmyjuice.Zweliactuallyplayedmeyesterday.That

guyisslim!!

Me:I'mbusted!

Her:Entlekwhat'shappeningwithyou..firstyoushowupatmyhouseearlyinthemorning

beseyouaskmeifZwelihascalledmeregardingyou.What'sgoingon?

Isighed..Imightaswelltellher.She'smybestfriend

Me:Luyandahappened

Her:Idon'thavetimeforriddles

Me:LuyandaandIwe...youknow

IsippedmyjuiceasIletherfigureoutwhatImeant.

Her:Noway!(shocked)

Ishruggedmyshoulders

Her:When?Where?

Me:Notsolongago..inLuyanda'sroom

Her:UnderthesamehousewhereZwelilives?Simiareyoucrazy?!!

Me:IknowIknow.Ifeelashamed.Imeanthisismybrother'shusbandwearetalkingabout

Her:Doesheknow

Me:NowthatIknowheplayedme..

Her:Youareonsomedeepshit!



Me:Thatguyiscapableofanything

Ichilledwithherforanhourjustcatchingupasbestfriends.Isaidmygoodbyesanddrove

backhome.

FirstthingIdidwascheckonBandilebutNombulelowasn'tthereIguesstheywentout.Iam

verygratefulthatNombulelolooksaftermyson.

ItookmyshoesoffanddecidedtocookformyselfbutImadesuretoleaveenoughfor

everyone.WellMr.Nkosi(Dan)wentoverseasonsomebusinesstrip..heshouldbecoming

backnextmonth.Zweliwenttowork,Khanyitoherbabydaddyapparentlyshehasachild,

SihleandLuyandaIdon'tknow.

Isatthereonthekitchencounterandatemyfoodthenwenttotakeanap.Ihadneverbeen

thisboredsoIwentdownstairswithmyphonewhilewatchingTVandgoingthrough

Facebookatthesametime.ThedooropenedIturnedaroundasIheardpeoplelaughingand

approachingthesittingroom

.

.

#Zweli

IopenedthedoorandwalkedinwithmyColleagueValencia.Ihadleftsomedocumentshere

soIcametofetchthemandIthoughtwhynotcomewithbeautifulValenciajusttotorturemy

cheatingwifeabit.Wewalkedtothesittingroomwhilelaughingatsomesillyjoke.

WefoundSimisittingonthecouchlookingatuswithhereyebrowsraised.IsmirkedasI

lookedather

Me:ValenciathisisSimisheliveshereandSimithisisValenciamybeautiful,gorgeous

colleague

ValenciamadeherwaytoSimiandextendedherarm

Valencia:NicemeetingyouSimi

SimijustlookedatherhandandfocusedontheTV,IalmostlaughedbutIjustkeptmycool

Me:AytValyoucanmakeyourselfcomfortableI'lljustgolookforthedocumentsinmystudy

Val:Noproblem...

Iwenttomystudyleavingthosetwothere...

.

.



#Simi

Idon'tknowwhatZweliwasplayingatbutIsurelywasn'tplanningonentertainingthisbitch

ThisValenciagirlhasthelooksandthebodyshe'sthatkindofpersonyouwouldn'twantnear

yourman.Shecameandsatnexttome

Her:KeepupwiththeKardashians..mmmhIlike

Shetooktheremoteandchangedthechannel

Me:Thehell?

Sheignoredme.Ilaughedandcrossedmyarmslookingather.WestayedlikethatuntilZweli

came.Shestoodupandwalkeduptohim.

Itooktheremoteandchangedthechannelbacktowhereitwas

Zweli:Wewillbeonourway

InoddedandfocusedontheTV.TheystartedwalkingthenZwelistopped

Him:Oh..anddon'twaitupformeI'llprobablybelate

Inoddedagain

ThewalkedoutandIheardsomelaughing

Valencia:OwwZwelistopthat!

Zweli:Butyoulikeit..

Thedooropenedandclosedwhichmeanttheyleft.

Ateardropescapedmyeye

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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IwassittingonthebedstarringatthepictureofmeandZwelionourweddingday.Whatis

happeningtomymarriage?WhatishappeningtoZweli?Whyisthismarriagesuchadrag?

WhydoIfeellikeIamsuffocatinginthismarriage?WhydoIfeellikeIamobligedtobeinthis



marriage?

ItisnosecretthatIamnothappyinthisrelationshipanymore.ZweliandIhavecomefar..we

weresomuchinlovebeforetheweddingbuteverythingchanged..everythingthatheusedto

dotomewhenwewerestilldatingbackthen,heisnotdoingitnow.

Theloveheusedtoshowmebackthen,todayit'slikeheisforcedtoloveme,it'slikeitishis

responsibilityandjobtomakemehappy.Iamnothappy,yesIwillsayitIamnothappyatall

inthismarriage.Frombeingsomuchinlovetobeingcompletestrangers...

Hehasn'tcomehomeyesterday.Hedidn'tcallorsayanythingabouthiswhereabouts.Ihadto

sleeponthatbedalone.IcriedawholedealoftearsyesterdaythatIendedupgoingtosleep

withBandileinhisnurseryroom.Isomehowfoundpeacesleepingwithmyson.

IlovemybabybutsometimesIlookathimandaskmyselfwhatwouldhavelifebeenlikeifhe

wasn'tborn?IfIhadn'tknewZweli?Ican'tdothisanymore.....

Iwipedmytearswiththebackofmyhand.Itwas18:00andZweliisstillnothome.Itried

callinghimendlesstimesandhisphoneringsunansweredandthensendsmestraightto

voicemail.Itriedhimagainandhedidn'tpickup.Isighedandgotoutofbed.Iworemy

slippersandwentdownstairs.IwasinmyPJs.

IfoundKhanyiinthekitchenwithherdaughterBuhle.Iwassurprisedwhenisawherfeeding

Bandile.

IhesitatedfirstonwhethertogotothemornotbutIendedgoing.KhanyiandIhavenever

exchangedwordssotalkingtoherwouldbereallyawkwardsoIjustpassedher.Iopenedthe

fridgeandlookedforfoodtoeatandtherewasleftoverfoodfromyesterdayleftsoItookitout

andwarmeditthensatonthechairsandstartedeating.

BuhlewhowassittingonthecounterwasbusyonhercolouringbookandIjustlookedather.

Aftersomewhileshenoticed,shelookedatmeandsmiled

Me:Hellobubu

Isqueezedhercheeks.Shesmiledshylyandlookeddown

Her:hi...

shesaidwithhersoftvoice

Me:Whatareyoucolouringthere?

Shepickedthebookupandgaveittome.Ilookedatitshereallyknewwhatshewasdoing

Her:Mymomtaughtmehowtocolourwithoutgoingovertheline

Buhlewasverybeautifulandchubby,shewassixyearsoldandaverybubblychild.Ilookedat

KhanyishehadstoppedfeedingBandileandshewaslookingatus.Iquicklylookedbackat



Buhleandgaveherthecolouringbookback.

Khanyi:Buhlewhydon'tyougocalldaddywhileItalktoAuntySimi

Buhle:Okaymama

Ihelpedhergetdown,Khanyigaveherthephoneandsheranupstairswiththebookandthe

phoneontheotherhand

Khanyi:Norunning!(shouting)

Buhle:Sorrymama

IgiggledandKhanyiturnedtolookatme.Ilookedawayandconcentratedonmyfood

Her:Hi

Ilookedatherforawhilebeforeresponding

Me:hey

SheputthefoodawayandcametomewithBandile.ShegavehimtomeItookhimand

rubbedhisbacktohelphimburped

Khanyi:IlovespendingtimewithBandile

Igaveheraconfusedlook

Her:WhenmymotherhastogosomewhereorwhensheisbusywithsomethingIlookafter

him

Me:Oh

IwaskindaembarrassedbecauseIdon'tspendthatmuchtimewithBandilecomparedtohow

muchtimemymotherinlawspendstimewithhim

KhanyikeptstaringatmeandIfounditratherweirdanduncomfortableandshenoticed

Her:Uh..sorryamImakingyouuncomfortable?

Ishookmyheadno..Idon'tknowwhyIfeltsointimidatedbythisgirlwhohappenstobe

Zweli'soldersister.

Me:I..Ijustfinditweirdthatallofasuddenyouwanttotalktome..consideringthefactthat

youhateme

Khanyi:Idon'thateyou

Igaveherthelike-reallylook



Her:OkayImighthavebeenactingsomehowtowardsyoubut...

Ilookedather.Shesatonthechairnexttome

Her:CanIaskyousomething

Me:Uh..yeah

Her:Anddon'ttrytolietomeplease

Inodded

Her:Areyoureallyhappy?

Igaveheraconfusedlook

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Imeaninyoumarriage..withmybrother,areyoureallyhappy

Iwasshockedandspeechless..whywouldsheaskmesuchaquestion?

Me:I..whereisthisallcomingfrom?

Shelookedaroundfirstthenbacktome

Her:Zweliismybrother,Iknowhimlikethebackofmyhand.Iknowwhatkindofamonster

heis.Itmightsoundcrazybut..

Ilookedather

Her:Zweliisnotwhoyouthinkheis.Zweliisheartless..thatguyhasdonedidhorriblethings

Me:Whyaretellingmeallofthat

Her:BecauseIdon'twantyoutobethenextvictim

Me:Thenextvictim?

Her:Storyforanotherday..butthere'salotofthingsyoudon'tknowaboutZweli

IdecidedtoputBandileinhisstrollersoIcanfullyconcentrateonwhatthisgirlistellingme

IwentbacktoherafterputtingNdiledown

Me:CanIasksomethingtoo?

Shenodded

Me:Whyallofasuddenyouaretellingmeallthis.HowdidIknowyouarenotlying?Imean

youhatedmefromthemomentyousawme.HowdoIknowthatyouwanttobreakmeand



Zweliup

Sheshookherhead

Her:Ihaveneverhatedyou..IreactedinaratherdifferentwaywhenZweliintroducedyouto

usbecauseI..Ican'tletaanothervictimsufferinmywatch

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Thisfamilyhasalotofsecrets.Youseethismansion?Theseclotheswewear?Thecars

wedrive?Wearefilthyrich..

Me:Ihavefiguredthatout

Her:Butwearenotrichinheart.Thisfamilyhasfallenapartatimeago.Wearenotthishappy

familyanymore.Wenotcloseanymore.Haveyoueverwonderedwhymydadhastogoto

endlessbusinesstrips?WhyZwelialwaysfindscomfortinwork?Whymymotherisalways

lockedupinherroom?

Ishookmyhead

Her:Wearenomoreafamily..wearecompletestrangersandwhatdroveustoallofthis?

Secrets..secretsandmoresecrets..

Me:Whatsecrets

Shelookedaroundagainandbackatme

Her:My..myfatherabusesmymom..eachandeverydaymymotherknocksatmyroominthe

middleofthenightbruisedandbeatenupcryingherlungsout.Shemightlookhappy,she

mightputasmileonherfaceeverydaybutsheisdeadinside.Shehasnolifeinheranymore

Hearingthatwasreallyshocking,Danhasnevercameacrossastheabusingtype

Me:Dandoesn'tlookliketheabusingtype

Shechuckledandshookherhead

Her:Obviouslyitisnotwrittenonhisforeheadthat"heyI'mabusingmywife"

Me:But..

Her:Believemeornotbutmyfamilyisnotthekindoffamilyyouwanttoseeyourselfinto

Me:WhatdoesthishavetodowithZweli?

Her:Zweliisnodifferentfromhisfather

Ialmostfellforthechair



Me:W..what??

Her:Wehavebeenquietenough..Wehadvictimscominginandoutofthishouse..eitheryou

comeoutbeatenandbruisedandbrokenbeyondrepairs..oryoucomeoutinacoffin

Iheldontothecounterandputmyhandonmychest

Her:Wehavebeenquietenough..Andseeingyouasthenextvictim,Idon'tseeyoucoming

outofthis

Shelookeddownthenbackatme

Her:ConsideringthefactthatZweliknowsaboutyouandLuyanda

Igaveaweirdlook

Her:Isawyousneakingoutofhisroom..Iconfrontedhimandhetoldmeeverything

Me:I..ohhmyGod!!

Her:Zwelimightbequietnow...butheisgoingtokillyouSimi

Me:AreyousayingthatZweliis...

Icouldn'tsayit

Her:Yes..mybrotherisakiller...amonster

Icouldn'tcomprehendwhatIwashearing..itwastoomuch.

Me:He..heis..isbipolar?

Sheslowlynodded

Her:Heneedshelp..butmyparentshaveturnedablindeyetoallofthis.Evenconsidering

howmanypeoplehehasdamaged..

shestoodup

Her:Andyou..Idon'tseeyousurvivingthis..Idon'tseeyoucomingoutofthis

ShewalkedtowhereBandilewas.Somysisterwasright?Idon'tknowwhoZweliis!!

.

.

.

#Zweli



IlookedatthemissedcallsIhadfromSimi.WheredidIgowrongwithher?Whyisshedoing

thistome?Iwasangry!!Iwasinfuriated..Iwasbeyondthewordmad!!Howcouldshe?With

mybrother?

IpunchedthewallandscreamedatthepainIcausedmyhand

Carlton:Youneedtocalmdowndude

MyhomeyCarltonsaid..wewereinhisstudy.IhadslepthereyesterdaybecauseifIwent

home,Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedonetoSimi

Me:Shefuckencheats!!Withmybrother!!Inmybloodyparent'shouse!!(shouting)

Ithrewthechairagainstthewall.Carltonstoodupimmediately,helookedscarednow

Him:Zwelicomedown

Iturnedandpointedmyfingertohim

Me:OnemorewordfromyouandIwillfuckyouup

Hekeptquiet.

Ibalancedmyhandsonthetable

Me:Clearlytheydon'tknowme..

Him:Wh..whatareyougoingtodoman?

Me:WhatIalwaysdo

Istoodupstraight

Me:It'stimeSimiknowstherealme.Shehasgonewaytoofar!!!

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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AfterhearingwhatKhanyisaid,Idon'tthinkIwilldothis.Idon'tknowwhattodoanymore.

We'vebeeninarelationshipfortwoyears,twofullyearsonlytofindoutthepersonIconsider

myhusband...Idon'tknowwhoheisafterall.Thiscameasashocktomeanditreallyhurtme.



ithurtsbecauseIlovehim,yeswhatLuyandaandIdidwasahugemistakebutknowingthat

ZweliisinthisstateIhavetogo.Ihavetogofarawayfromhere,fromthisplaceandfromthis

family...

HereIwassittingonthebedtryingtogetthroughmysisterbutitgivesmethemessage"The

numberyouhavedialeddoesnotexist"

Imustsayittrulyhurts.YesIdidthinkmysisterwasjealousandwantedtobreakZweliandI

up,buthergettingridofmeoutofherlifeistooextreme.Wearesistersandwhateverproblem

wefaceweshouldalwayssticktogetherevenifwedon'tseeeyetoeyebuthereMbalidecided

tochangehernumberandberidofmeforever.Ittrulyhurts

ItriedXolaniaswellanditdidn'tgothrough,it'slikethewholeworldhasturnedagainstme

IsattherethinkingofwhocanIcalluntilanumbercameintomymind.IdialedLuyanda's

numberbutbeforeIcouldevenputitonmyearuheardaloudbangonthedoor

"OPENTHISDOORNOW!!!!"

MyphoneslippedoutofmyhandsasIjumpedup..Hekeptonknocking

"IsaidopenthisdoorSimibeforeIbreakitopen!!!(shouting)"

Iwaslookingatthedoorcrying.ThismanontheothersideofthedoorisgoingtokillmeI

can'topen,there'snowayI'mgoingtoopen

"Ifyoudon'topenthisdooronthecountoffiveIambreakingitopenandIwon'tbe

responsibleforwhatI'mgoingtodo!"Ikeptquietandhestartedcounting

"Five..four..three..two...Simi!!!!"

Iheldonthepillowtightawaitingmyfate.IheardhimkickingthedoorhardIstarted

screaming

Me:Goaway!!!!(Screamingandcrying)

HekeptonkickingandIwascryingandscreamingforhimtostop.Ithenheardsilencefor

whileIguesshewasgone.Isankdownonthefloorandletitallout.IcriedforGodtocome

saveme.HavemercyonmeIcan'tdielikethisIstillhavemybaby.Istillhavealifetolive...

IquicklystoodupwhenIheardakeybeingturnedontheotherside.Ijustfrozethere.

ThedoorslowlyopenedandZweligotinholdingabottleofwineandagunintheotherhand.

Helookeddrunk.Ididn'tevenknowheownedagun.

HetookafewstepscloserandIwentbackwardscryinguncontrollably

Him:Sincewhendowelockdoorsinthishouse



IwasconcentratingonthegunthathewasholdingasIsteppedfurtherback

Me:I..I'm..Pleasedon'tkillme(crying)

Him:Ishouldn'tkillyou??

Irepeatedlyshookmyhead

Me:Please!

Hestoppedandlookedatme.Heranhishandsinthishair.Myeyeswerebusymovingalong

withthegun.Hewentbacktothebedandsatdown.Hetossedthebottleofwineonthefloor

butstillheldonthegun.Heputhiselbowsonhiskneesandburiedhisfaceinhishandswith

thegunbrushinghisheadandkeptonsayingthesamewords

Him:WhatareyoudoingtomeSimi?Whatareyoudoingtome?

Helookedatmeandopenedhisarms

Him:Comehere

Ishookmyheadnowithtears

Him:Isaidcomehere!!

Ilookedatthegun.HesighedandputthegunonthebedthenmadehiswaytomeIstepped

back

Him:Stop!!(shouting)

IimmediatelystoppedbecauseIknewIwouldn'tgetawayfromhimevenifIwantedto.Igotto

meIclosedmyeyeswaitingforthatpunch.IfelthishandsgoingtomywaistIslowlyopened

myeyes.Ilookedathim

Me:Don't..don'thu..don'thurtmeplease

HesmiledatmeandslowlywentuptomybreastsandsoftlysqueezedthemIwasn'tevenin

themoodbuttomakehimcalmdownandgetbacktohissensesImoanedalittle.Iwentto

suckmyear

Him:Youlikeit?

Me:Y..yes

HecametomyfaceandsmiledIsmiledback.HekissedmeIwrappedmyhandsaroundhis

neck.Weslowlymadeourwaytothebedhepushedmeandgotontopofme.Hecaressedmy

bodyImoaned.Hetwohandsgotaholdofmybreastsandhesqueezedthem.Hishands

moveduptomyneckthat'swhenIopenedmyeyesandhewaslookingatmewitheyesfullof

angerandhatred.Ihadneverseenthiskindoflookanditpiercedthroughmyskin.Iswearthe



lookhegavemewasn'tpleasantatall.

Itouchedhishandsandtriedtoremovethemhetightenedthegrip

Me:I..Ahh...Zwe..Uhhh

Him:Youfuckencheatonmeandyouexpectmetobeflipping'okaywiththat!!!

HetightenedhisgripIwidenedmyeyesasItriedtobreath.IswearIwascomingfacetoface

withdeathandhedidn'tlooklikehefeltsorryforme.Itriedsearchingforthelovewehavein

hiseyesbutallIsawwashatred.Hewasheartless,Amonster!

Him:IwantyoutofeelwhatIfeel!!Youslut!!

Heloosenedhisgripandslappedme.HegotofmeandIcoughed.Hecamebackandpulled

mebymyhairIscreamed

Me:Zwelistopplease!!!(screaming)

Him:Didyoutellhimtostopwhenhewasgoingdownonyouhuh??

HethrewmeonthedressingtableIhitmyheadonthemirrorandfelldownwithallofmy

thingsfallingdownonme.HecamebackandpulledmyPJshirtandthrewmeonthewall.I

collidedwiththewallandfelldownIcouldtastemyownbloodinmymouth.Hecameback

andstartedkickingmeinmystomach.Iblockeditwithmyhandsbuthegottomyneckand

placedhisshoeonmyneckpinningmedownwithit.TheshoewassohardonmeIfeltmyself

passingout.InthatmomentIwantedtodie!!Iwantedtobeawayfromthismonster!!

Hegrabbedmebyhairandmademesitupstraight.IhadnostrengthbutIlookedathimtrying

toshowhimhowmuchheisbadlyhurtingmebutheseemednottocare.Heletgoofmeand

wenttotakehisgunout.HechargedatmeandhitmyheadwiththebackofthegunI

screamed.Hecockedhisgunandpointeditatme

Him:Ilovedyou!!ShitSimi!

Helaughedandbrushedhishairwiththegunandpointeditbackatme

Me:Zwelino!

Him:Shutup!shutup!!

Ikeptquiet

Him:DidyoureallythinkIwouldletyougo?huh?Afterwhatyoudidtome?Withmybrother?

Inmymother'shouse?Howlonghaveyoubeenfuckinghim?!

Ishookmyhead

Him:Isaidhowlonghaveyoubee..



Me:Once!!Onlyonce

Hekeptquietandgotcloser.HeputthegunonmyheadIletoutaloudcry

Me:Noplease!!Don'tsh..don'tkillmeplease!

Him:Youfuckingmybrother!!!YouarecheatingonmeSimi!!!

IhadtodosomethingIcan'tdielikethis.Myheadwasnowpoundingandmyabdominalarea

waspaining

Me:Bandile!!Ourson..Babythinkofourson

Thatdidn'ttouchhimatallinfacthepushedmehardbutIdidn'tbackdown

Me:ThinkofoursonZweli.Howwillyoutellhimthatyoukilledhimmotherwhenheasksyou

aboutme?Areyougoingtoletoursonlivewithoutamother??Zwelioursondeservesbetter

please

HeslowlyremovedthegunandIheldhishandsgoingdowntothegunandtriedtotakeitbut

hehadatightgriponit

Me:Bandiledeservesbetter..don'tdothistohim

Ibrushedhischeekwithmyotherhandheseemedtocalmdownandhisgriponthegun

loosenedupItookthegunandthrewitfarfromus.Hepulledmetohimandhuggedmetightly.

Wewerebothonthefloor

Him:Iloveyou.IloveyouwithallthelifeIhaveIreallyloveyou

Me:Iknow..Iknow

Helookedatmeandwipedmytears

Him:I'msorry

Me:It'sokay

Him:YouknowIwillneverhurtyou..Youandmysonareeverythingme

Me:Iknow

Hewipedmytearsandthebloodfrommynoseandmouth

Him:Thatwasnotme.Iwas..Iwasjusthurtthatyouhadanaffairwithmybrother

Me:Iwasn't..itwasamistake

Him:Iknow..I'msorry



Iheldhishands

Me:Iknowyouwillneverhurtme.Youlovemeandourson.Youwantaperfectfamilyandyou

didn'tmeantohurtme

Herepeatedlynoddedandkissedmylips

Him:Iwillneverhityoueveragain

Me:Iknow

Him:I'msorry

Me:Let'sgotobed

Him:It'slate

Me:Yes,come..

WeakasIamIstoodupandwegotintobedwithhimholdingme.Hetightenedhisgriponmy

waistedIwinced

Me:Notsotight!

Him:Sorry..I'msorry

Inodded..Ihadmybackfacinghim

Him:Let'ssleep

Mytearsfellashekeptonkissingmyneck.HowdoIgetmyselfoutofthis?

HowdoIgetawayfrommyhusband?Myhusbandfromhell...

.

.
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"Iloveyou.IloveyouSimi.Iloveyoumorethanlifeitself.Youareeverythingtome..."-Those

words,hekeptrepeatingthosewordstomebuttheywerenothingbutpaintomyears.Why

doesithurt?Whydoesithurtsomuch?YesIlovehimbutIcannotstayinanabusive



relationshipallinthenameoflove.Ican'tkeepthiswidesmilewhileI'mcryinginside.Ican't!!

Iamnotgoingtobeavictimofabuse..buthowdoIwalkaway?HowdoIwalkawayfromthis

marriagewhenallhedoesisthreatenme.HekeepsonthreatenmesayingthatifIleavehe

willfindmeandkillme.WhenItellhimit'sbestwegoourseparatewayshebeatsthehellout

ofmeandafterheapologiesandsaysIamturninghimintoamonster.Butisn'theamonster

afterall?IsthishowI'msupposedtolivemylifealwaysinfearthatwhenIwakeupImight

havetofacethemonsterthatI'mtryingtogetawayfrom?Ican'tlivelikethiscertainlynot!!!

.

.

#Zweli

Whatishappeningtome?AmIgoingbacktothatperson?Thatmonsterinme?

Ican'tbe!!!NotafterwhatIwentthrough.Ican'tgobacktothatplaceNO!!

Ithought..IthoughtIwasgettingbetter.

Ihadstoppedtakingantipsychoticdrugs..IthoughtIwasdoinggood.

Me:WhatiswrongwithyouZweli!!!!

IpunchedthewallbutIcausedmorepaintomyalreadypainingarm

Me:Fuck!!!!!

.

.

#Simi

IgottothehousephoneandtookoutmyphoneanddialedLuyanda'snumbers.Isaida5

secondsprayerandhopedthathepicksupbecausemylifedependsonhimnow.Iwouldhave

calledhimwithmyphonebutIneedtowatchmymovenowmorethanever.

Itrangforacoupleofminutesbeforeheanswered

Luyanda:Eyy

Hisvoicesoundedhuskyandlikehehadbeensleeping.Icheckedthetimeitwas19:49

Me:Lu..Luyanda

Iendedupcryingoncemore

Him:Simi...Simiisthatyou?



Me:You..youneedtocomegetme

Him:Huh?what?

Me:HeisgoingtokillmeLuyanda!!!(crying)

Him:Calmdown.Youarenotmakingsense

IcalmeddownfirstbeforeansweringbutIstillhadhiccups

Me:Zweliisgoingtokillme!!HeknowsLuyandaheisgoingtokillme!

Him:Waitwhat??Similook..heisnotgoingtokillyou.

Me:Youdon'tknow!!HealmostkilledmeyesterdayLuyouneedtocomegetmebeforehe

reallykillsme!

Hesighedheavily

Him:Have..haveyouperhapstriedyousister?

Me:Areyou..Luyandadon'tyouthinkIwouldhavecalledherbynow?Luplease!

Him:I..(sigh)OkayIneedyoutolistentomeverycarefullyokay

Me:Okay

Hisvoicewasveryfirm

Him:Gotomyroomand...

"Whoareyoucalling"

Ilookedbehindmeandtherehestoodshirtless.

Me:Ohmy....(crying)

Luyanda:Simi?Simiwhat'shappening?

Idroppedthecallandstoodtherelookingathimwhilecryingfordearlife

Him:Youdon'tlistendoyou?

Hecametomeandgrabbedmebymyhair.

Iscreamedforsomeonetoatleasthearmebutitwasuselessbecausewewereallaloneat

home

Me:I'msorry

HedraggedmeupthestairstoourroombymyhairwhileIcried.Mycriesunfortunatelyfellon



deafears

Me:I'msorry!

Hestoppedandlookedatme.Hepointedhisfingeratme

Him:Ihavebeenpatientwithyouenough!DammitSimidon'tyoulisten?!

Hethrewmedown

Me:I..I'msorry

Him:Doyouhaveadeathwishorsomething?

Ishookmyhead

Him:SimiI...

Helookedatonelasttimeandwalkedaway.Istayedthereonthefloorcryingmyriveroftears.

.

.

#Luyanda

IwasinCapeTownwithmyniggaNhlaphoweweregoingtomeetthisproducerintownwe

havesignedacontractwithhimandhadplannedtomeetuptomorrowtofinalisethecontract

athandbutwhenIsuddenlyreceivedacallfromSimiIknewIhadtoflybacktoJo'burg.I

knowwhatZweliiscapableofandIneedtoprotectSimi.Ineedtogetheroutofthatplace.

Zweliwillkillherforreal..Iknowmybrotherandhedoesn'tbluff.Heisreallygoingtokillher.
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#Luyanda

IhadlandedinJo'burgandcalledmymainmanLulamatofetchmefromtheairportIwas

goingtostaywithhimforsometimeIcan'triskgoingbackhomeknowingthestateZweliisin.

IwasalsotryingtofindwaystoreachouttoSimibutherphonewasoffandItriedthehouse

callandnoonewaspickingup.



IloveSimi.IreallyloveherandIwilldoanythingtosaveherfrommybrother.Youseemy

brotherwasneverlikethis.Whenwefoundoutthatmymotherwasbeingabusedbehind

closeddoorsZweliwas11yearsbythattime.Iwas9,Khanyiwas6andSihlewasn'tbornby

thattime.Zweliwasgreatlyaffectedbythisbecausehewasclosesttomom.AswegrewupI

watchedZwelichangeallofasudden.Hewouldmakeexcusesaboutcominghomelateor

doingassignmentsandsleepinginhisfriendshouse.Myfatherwouldsometimeslockthe

housesothatZwelicouldn'tgoanywherebecausehewouldsometimesdisappearforatleast

amonthwithoutinforminganyone.KhanyiandIwouldfindhimonthefloornexttoour

parent'sroomcryingtellingushowmuchourmotherissufferingandcryingeverynight.Our

mothershutusoutofourlives.Shewouldlockherselfinherroomfordaysandwouldeat

onceadaytoalmostnoteatingforthewholeweek.Shewasbrokentothepointofnoreturn

anditwasallbecauseoffather.Theywayhewouldabuseherinfrontofus.Thewayhewould

humiliateherinfrontofpeople.Hewouldbeathereveryday.Weweresometimeslefttoscrub

thebloodonthefloorthatcamefrommymother.Mymotherdidn'tevenhaveafamilyshe

wasdependantondadhenceshecouldn'tleavehim.Zwelibecamethissinisterandcruel

person.Hewouldturntoviolenceoneverything,hewouldexpresshishurtthroughviolence

andthatmadedadveryangryandstartedbeingabusiveonZweliaswell.Nowinallofthis

Zwelihadamentaldisorder..hesufferedgreatdepressionforalmost2yearstherewasno

waytobringbackourdearbrother.Momsawthatthiswasaffectingusalotshepulledherself

togetherandmendedeverythinginthishouseneglectingherbleedingheart.

Zweliisnotthesameanymore,heisbecominglikefatherandwehavebeensilentenough.We

havewatchedhimabuseandbreakallthegirlshisbeenwithandwithSimihemightkillher...

.

.

#Simi

Ilookedatthismanonemoretimebeforeshakinghimslightly

Me:Zweli..babakhe..

Heslightlyopenedhiseyesandlookedatme

Him:Baby

Hesatupstraightandlookedatme.Ibroughtthetraytohimandsatdownonthebed

Me:Imadeyoubreakfast

Hechuckled

Him:Ishouldbemakingbreakfastforyou,nottheotherwayaround

Me:Can'tIspoilmyman?



Helaughed

Him:Ilikethesoundofthat

Me:Don'tgetusedtoit

Hesmiledandsqueezedmycheek

Him:I'llbeback

HewenttothebathroomwhileIpraythatmyplanworksperfectly.

Hecamebackandsatdownandstartedeating.Iwasbusywatchinghim.Hestopped

Him:Areyoujustgoingtowatchmeeat?

Me:Oh..I'vealreadyeaten

Heshruggedhisshouldersandcontinuedeating.Iwasconcentratingonthatjuice.

Him:Iwasthinking..(burp)aboutgoingsomewhere

Me:Somewhere?

Him:Justgettingawayfromeverything,thisplaceandhaveanewstart.Ourown..(burp)little

family.Don'tyouthink?

Hepickeduptheglassanddrankalmosthalfofthejuice

Me:I...Ithinkthat'sagreatidea

Him:Youthink?

Me:YesbabyIloveit

Hedrankthejuiceagainandlookedattheglasswithaweirdlook.Iimmediatelystoodup

Me:I..letmegohaveaquickshower

Henoddedwhiledrinkingthelastcontentsoftheglass.

Igotintothebathroomandsighedimmediatelyafterclosingthedoor

Me:Thisplanbetterbegood!

Ihadabathandittooklongerthanusual.

Igotout,lotionedandwenttotheclosedIworeabluesweaterwithsweatpantsandIletmy

hairlooseandtookacapandworeit.IwentbacktotheroomandshookZwelialittle

Me:Babe..Zweli



Hedidn'tflinchmeaningmyplanworkedout,Isighedoutofrelief.

ItookmyminibagandpackedafewclothesformeandalsoBandile'sclothes.Itookmy

phoneandswitcheditonIhadmissedcallsfromLuyandabutIjustignored.IwalkedtoZweli

andkissedhisforehead.

Me:Itwasgoodwhileitlasted.

IwalkedoutandwenttoNombulelo'sroom.Mr.DanwasbackandIhopeheisnothome.I

knockedafewtimesbeforesheopened.Shewasstillsleeping

Her:Simi?

Shelookedatthebag.Islightlypushedherandwalkedin.IwasgladthatDanwasnotinthe

room.IlookedatBandilesleepingpeacefullyinhiscotandIsmiledandwalkeduptohim.

Me:Heybaby...howismyNdiledoing?

Ikissedhislips.NombulelotouchedmyshoulderIstoodupandlookedather.Shehadtears

inhereyes.

Her:Zweliisatitagainright?

Ilookedather

Me:Ma..

Shecuppedmyface

Her:I'msorry,Ithought..Ithoughtyouwouldchangehim.Hewasdoinggoodwhatwent

wrong?

Iremovedherhands

Me:I..Idon'thavetime.Ihavetogo

ShelookedoveratBandile.SheroughlywipedhertearsandwenttoNdile.Shepickedhimup

andcametome

Her:Yes..you..youhavetoleavethisplace.Gofarawayfromhim!

Shewasbreakingandherhandswereshaking.

Me:Mawhat'swrong?

Shewascryingandshakingherhead

Her:I'msorryforwhatheisdoingtoyou..butyoudon'thavetobelikeme.Youstillhavea

chancetorunaway.Runawayandneverlookback!



Shegavemethechildandworehersleepersandhergown.Shetookmybagandescortedme

downstairs.Wegottotheloungeandshebrokedown

Her:I'msorry...SimiI'msorryI..Iknewthatthiswas..I(crying)

Ididn'tknowwhattodobecauseIhadBandileinmyhandssoinsteadItriedtoreasonwith

her

Me:It'snotyourfaultyoudidn'tknow

Sheshookherhead

Her:Heisturningoutjustlikehisfather.Idon'tknowwhereIwentwrong!(crying)

Ilethercryandwhenshewasfinallygoodshetoldmetowaithere.Shecamebackwithafew

hundredrandnotesandgavethemtome.Wewentoutandshecalledherprivatechauffer

Her:Makesureshegetssafeandnooneshouldfollowyou.Youshalltellnooneaboutthis,

areweclear?

Chauffer:Yesma'am

WesharedabriefhugandIwipedhertears

Her:HaveagoodlifeSimi...

Inoddedwithtearsfallingout

Her:Nowgo!

IputNdileinhiscarseatandsatatthebackwithhim.Idirectedthechauffertothesafest

placeIknow-Khetiwe'shouse.Iwouldhavewenttomyparent'shousebutlet'sfaceit,thatis

exactlywhereZweliwouldfirstlook.

Wearrivedsafelywithoutbeingfollowed.ItookmybagandBandilewithandIgotintothe

yard.Itwasstillmorningprobably10:00.

IknockedandKhetiwe'smomopened

Her:Simi?

ShelookedatthebagandthentoBandileandbacktome.Sheletmein.

Me:Goodmorning

Her:Morning

Ilookedaroundtryingtoavoideyecontact.Bandilestartedmoving

Her:Oh..letmeputherdown



Islightlysmiled

Me:It'sahe

Her:Mixedrace?

Me:Notatall

Shegavemeaweirdlook.Ichuckled.Shetookhimandwentintotheotherroomandcame

back.

Her:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Me:Waterplease

Her:Okay

IsatdownshebroughtwaterandIdrankthenputitdown

Me:I'msorryforshowinguphereunannouncedwithababyandabagwithme

Shenodded

Her:Iwon'tlieIamprettysurprised

Ilookeddown

Her:Butafriendofmydaughterisalwayswelcomeinthishouse.AndyouSimiareavery

sweetgirl.

Ismiled.Thiswomanistooniceandtrustingandit'sscary.

Her:UnfortunatelyKhetiweisnotaround

Isighed

Her:LetmegetbacktowhatIwasdoing.Youcanliedownyoulooktired.

IwenttoKhetiwe'sroomandthrewmyselfonthebed.Itookoutmyphone,switchediton.I

triedphoningLuyandabutIhadnoairtime.IwentbacktotheloungeandKhetiwe'smomwas

sweeping.Shestoppedwhenshesawme

Me:Uh..Madoyouhaveairtime?Ineedtocallsomeonetocomefetchme

Her:Letmesee

Shewentbacktoherroomandcamebackwithherphone.

Her:Ohyesit'senoughtocallthatperson

Me:Thankyou



ShegavemethephoneIwentbacktotheroomanddialedLuyanda'snumbers.Hepickedup

onthesecondcall

Him:Yeah?

Me:It'smeSimi

Him:Simi?(sigh)Ihavebeentryingtocallyou

Me:Myphonewasoff

Him:Ifiguredthatout

Me:Lookyouneedtocomefetchme

Him:Iamstilllookingforawayto.It'snotthateasy

Me:Iamnotthereanymore.Iamatafriend'shouse

Him:Oh..sowherecanIfetchyou

Me:I'll..sendyoutheaddress.

Him:Okayjust..besafeanddon'tgoout

Me:Okay

Him:AndSimi?

Me:Yes?

Him:Iloveyou

Idon'tknowhowtoreplytothat

Me:Okay

Ihungupandsenthimtheaddress.IgaveherthephonebackandwenttosleepwithBandile.

.

.

#Zweli

Myheadwasbangingandmythroatwasdry.IslowlyopenedmyeyesandIwasinmyroom.I

lookedaroundandsawthetraynexttothebedandIrememberedeatingandgettingdrowsy

andnextthingIknewit,itwaslightsout.Itooktheglassandranmyfingersontheedgesand

smelledit.

Me:Shit!!



IgotoutofbedandlookedforSimi.Ilookedinthebathroomandeverywhereshewasn'tthere

andhercloserwashalfemptyevenBandile'sstuffwasn'tthere.Sothiswashereplan!

Iworemyclothesandtookmycarkeysandmyphoneandwentdownstairs.Ifoundmy

motheronthecounterdrinkingwine.Iwalkeduptoher

Me:MaNkosi

Itriedkissinghercheeksbutshelookedtheotherway

Me:Hawungenzen?

Sheslightlyshookherheadandtearsfellout.Iclenchedmyteeth

Me:Isheatitagain?

Shelookedatmewiththemostdisgustinglookever.Ibackedawayfromherandstarted

walkingaway

Her:Heusedtobeatmelikeananimal...

Istopped

Her:Hehitmecontinuouslyandhe..hethreatenedmethatifIleavehewillfindmeandkillme

Iturnedaround

Me:Noma...

Her:Yousawallofthis

Shecametomewiththeglassofwine

Her:Yousawitall,nowwhyareyoubecominglikehim?Why?

Ilookedaway

Me:Maplease

Sheforcedmetolookather

Her:Thisiswhatyoufatherdidtome!Heforcedmetolivewithhim.Hemademehisprisoner!

Iamnothappy!

Tearsfelldownmycheeks

Her:Don'tmakehergothroughthesamething

Iyankedherhandfrommyfaceandwalkedtothedoor

Her:Leaveheralone!Letthegirlgo!Spareherlife!!!(crying)



Iwalkedoutandbangedthedoor.Igotintomycarandstartedit.
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#Zweli

WhenIleftthehouseIwenttoseeCarlsonheistheonlyniggaIknowwhocandothisthing

forme.IwasgoingtotraceSimi'sphoneandhopefullyitwouldsendmestraighttoher.

WewereinhisstudyandhewasbusywiththecomputerwhileIwasdownonthatwine.After

whatseemedlikeanhourhesighedofreliefandbrushedhishandstogetherwithasmile

Him:Wegother.

IwenttohimhegotupfromthechairandIsatdownlookingatthecomputer

Me:She'sstillinJo'burg..

Him:Yes,ifmylogicsarenotbetrayingmesheisheadingtoKimberleytakingtheN1

Me:Soshe'smoving?

Ilookedathim

Him:Sheis

Istoodup,gulpeddowntheremainingwineandtookmycarkeysandgun.Iwalkedoutbut

stoppedwhenCarltonwasn'tfollowingme

Me:Youhavedonethisbefore.Don'tgoweakonme

Him:Ithoughtshewasdifferent

Iscoffed

Me:They'reallthesame.Bloodyhypocrites!

Him:WedothisandI'mclean

Me:HaveIevergivenyouareasontonottrustme

Hekeptquiet



Me:Timeisnotonourside

Heclosedthelaptop,putinintoit'sbag.Wewalkedout

.

.

#Simi

Idon'tknowhowlongI'vesleptinthiscarbutitfeltlikeIhavebeeninhereforhoursnow.My

buttwasnumbandmybodywastootense.IlookedbackandBandilewassleepinginhiscar

seat.IlookedtomyrightandLuyandawasdriving.Helookedatme

Him:You'reawake

Isatinacomfortableposition

Me:HowlonghaveIslept

Him:Probably3to4hours

Isighed

Him:Youstilllooktired

Helookedatmeandbackattheroad

Me:Ihaven'tsleptyesterday

Hekeptquiet

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Him:Kimberly

Inoddedandsankdownontheseat.AfterawhileIsawLuyandafixingtherearviewmirror

andlookingthroughit

Him:Somethingdoesnotfeelright

Isatupstraight

Me:What?

Him:Someoneisfollowingus

Ilookedbackandablackcarwasbehindus

Me:Itdoesn'tlookthatway



Him:Ithasbeenfollowingusforlike30minutesnow

Heturnedtohisrightandthecarturnedaswell

Him:Wearebeingfollowed

Igottothebackseattolookatthecarbehindusclosely.ItwasablackBMW.Ilookedcloser

andmyeyeslandedontheregistrationnumberofthecar.Ipanicked

Me:No!!!

Luyanda:Simi?

Me:Luyandadrivefasterhe...heisfollowingus

MyphonebeepedItookitoutstillconcentratingonthecar.Ilookedatthemessageitwas

fromanunknownnumber.Itread:"Yourlastfewminutes..."Ididn'tfinishthemessageIthrew

itdownandscreamed

Me:No..no..noitcan'tbe!!!!

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL

•

•

•

21

#Luyanda

IdrovefasterandIkeptonlookingatSimiwhowascryingandpanickingforherdearlife.I

don'tknowwhywearegoingtogetoutofthisbutIwillneverletthemhurtSimi.Ilookedover

atheronemoretime

Me:Wearegoingtobeokay

Shelookedatmeforawhilethenwipedhertears.Shetookofherjacket,thenhershoesand

thenhercap

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Her:Stopthecar

Me:What?

Shelookedatmeandherfacewastooserious



Her:Isaidstopthecarnow!

Islowlystoppedthecaronthepavementandsodidthecarbehindus

Her:It'sover

Sheclosedhereyesandtearsstreameddown.Someonewearingasuitfromtheoutside

bangedthewindowonSimi'ssideshefreakedout

Her:Ohmy...(crying)

Thepersonkepthittingthewindow.Ifinallyopenedthewindow.

Guy:Tookyoulongenough

Helookedwhitewearingsunglasses

HelookedatSimishestillhadhereeyesclosed

Guy:Openthedoor

Withouthesitatingsheopenedthedoorandtheguyroughlygrabbedherout

Her:Owwww

Me:Hey!youarehurtingher!

IgotoutofthecarandtriedtofighttheguyoffbuthepushedmeIfelldown.

Simi:Luyandago!Takemyson..savemyson!

Me:Icannotleaveyou

Her:It's...(hiccups)It'sover.Justtakecareofmyson

Theyguykeptgrabbingheraway

Him:Notimeforchitchat

HegotherintothebackseatofthecarandIheardherscreaming.WhenthecarstartedIranto

mineandstarteditthenfollowedthembehind.Mytearswereonthevergeonfalling.

Howisthishappening?

Simidoesn'tdeservethis,she'snotlikethoseothergirlsZwelican'tdothis

No!Iamnotgoingtoallowhimtodothis

.

.



#Simi

WhatthehellisLuyandadoing?

HeknowshowcrazyZweliishemightkillBandile.ItoldhimclearlytotakeBandile

somewheresafebutheisdoingtheopposite.

Mylifeendshere..ThereisnothingIcando.Ithrewmyselfinthelion'sdenthedayIgot

marriedtothismonster.

Hefixedhisrearviewmirrorandlookedatme

Him:Wemeetagaindearwife

Ilookedhimrightintheeyes

Me:IregretthedayImarriedyou.IregretthedayImetyou!Youarenohuman,youare

monster!Youdon'tfitinoursociety!Youareexactlylikeyourfather!

Him:Shutup,shutup!!

Me:Likefather..likeson!

BeforeIknewithewasatthebackstranglingme.IdidnotfightbackIwantedhimtokillme.I

wantedhimtotakemeoutofthismisery.Iwantedhimtoendallofthis

Him:IwillkillyouSimiyouhearthat?Iwillkillyou!

Heletgoofmebuthewasstilllookingatme.

Me:Youbastardofaman!

Helookedatmeonemoretimeandbackathisguy.

Him:Changeofplans.Takeustothecave

Guy:What?!Manareyousure..isn'tthatabittooextreme?

Hewentbacktohisseat

Him:Iwantthistoendnow!Takeustothecave!

TheguymadeaU-turnandsodidLuyanda

*******

Wegottoaplacethatwasisolatedfromeveryone.Itwasinthewoodsanditlookedlikean

abandonedhouse.

TheguypushedmeoutandIfell.Itwasnowdarkprobably20:00orsomewherethere.



Zwelicameandkneltdowninfrontofme

Him:Ifyouhadjustlistened..wewouldhavebeenthishappyfamily.Me,you,Bandilewe

would'vehaditallinlife.Butyouchoseyouownpath

Me:Iwouldnevereventhinkofhavingafamilywithyou!

IliterallyspatonhimandhehitmewiththebackofhisgunIfell.Hestoodupandpulledme

bymylegintothehouse.ItwasdarkIcouldn'tseeanything.Heswitchedonthelightandthe

firstthingIsawwasaspadewithhammersandboxesandplanksitwasjustanormalhouse

withuselessthings.IlookedupZweliandhehadaspade.IwasbleedingfrommynoseandI

feltlightheaded.LuyandacameinwithagunandpointeditatZweli

Luyanda:Youhavekilledatlotofgirls,torturedthemandsomeyoubrokethemtothepoint

wheretheyhadnolifeinthemanymore

Hecamecloser

Him:Thisendsnowbrother!Youwon'tdothesametoSimi.Iamnotgoingtowatchyoukill

anotherinnocentsoul

Zweli:Ishould'vestartedwithyoufirst!Youbetrayedme..youbrokethecode

Iwaslost

Luyanda:Thecode?Thecodewasburnt..itneverexistedtobemorespecific

Zweli:Youdon'tknowwhatyouaredoing

Luyanda:Getdown!

Zweli:Areyouwillingtobetraythecodebecauseofaloosepanty?

Luyanda:Isaidget...

WeheardtwogunshotsandIsawLuyandagoingdown..

Me:No!!!
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#Zweli



IwatchedasLuyandawentdownandSimiwascrouchingdownnexttohimtryingtostopthe

bloodfromhisstomach.Shecares,itangeredmethatshecares.

IshiftedmygazetolookatthepersonwhoshotmybrotheritwasCarlton,heisnotgayafter

all.

IwenttoSimiandgrabbedher.

Her:Lu..youneedtohelphim..heisdying

Shelookedathim.Whydoesshecare?Doesshelovehim?ThisangeredmeverymuchI

shouldbetheonlymanshecaresabout.

Carltoncamerunningtomehelookedworried

Him:Manyougottaseethis?

Me:What?

Him:Followme

IlookedatSimionelasttimeandranafterCarlton.HeopenedthebackofthecarandBandile

wastherecrying

Me:Wtf?!!

.

.

#Simi

IwaswasbleedingfrommykneewhereZwelikeptkickingmeanddraggingmeitwasswollen.

IcrawledovertoLuyandaandhewasbleedingprofusely.ItorehisT-shirtandpresseditdown

onthewound.Isathimupstraight.Hegroanedandsatupbalancinghimselfwithhisarms.

WehuggedbrieflybutIbrokeitjustintimebeforeZwelicomesback

Me:Youneedtogo..lookatyou,youarebleedingyouneedtorunawayfromhere

IlookedatthedoorandbacktoLuyanda

Him:No,Ican'tleaveyou.Iwouldratherdieherewithyou

Me:I..youneedhelpyouaredying

Hewasgettingweaker

Him:NoI...

Me:Stopbeingstubbornandjustlistentomeforonce!Youneedtoleavethisplace



immediately!

Henoddedweakly.WithallthestrengthIhadIhelpedhimgetup.Iputhisarmaroundmy

shoulderandwithmyotherhandIwrappeditaroundhiswaistandhelpedhimwalk.

WereachedtheexitdoorandIpeepedbutitlookedlikenoonewasoutside

Me:Weneedtoescape

Ilookedathimandhisheadwithhangingdownandtheclothfellfromhishand.

Me:No..no..noyoucan'tleavemelikethis.Youcan'tdie.Luyandawearegoingtoescape

lookatme

Heslowlyraisedhisheadbutimmediatelydroppedit.Ibentdowntopickuptheclothbutwe

bothfellwithmefallingontopofhimcausinghimmorepain.Hegroaned,Iwasnowcrying

Me:HanginthereLuyanda..just..justdon'tleavemenow(crying)

Istoodupandhelpedhimupandpressedtheclothtothewoundwhilehehadhishandover

myshoulder.Hecouldn'twalksoIgrabbedhimthroughthebushesandIsawthemainroad

onadistance.

Me:Wealmostthere

ItookonesteppedbuttrippedandwerolleddownandIhitmyheadonabrick.Igroanedand

mytearswouldn'tstopcomingout.IlookedupandIsawthemainroadnotfarfromus.A

smileformedonmyface.IrantowhereLuyandahadfallenandtomysurprisehewastrying

tostandupbuthekeptfalling.Igrinnedwithhopethatwewillbegonefromthesebushesand

farawayfromZweli.

Hesmiledatme

Him:W-wh-whateverhappensknowt-thatIloveyou

Me:No..wearegoingtomakeit..lookoverthere.Iseeamainroad.Wearegoingtolookfor

help.Youwillgothehospitalandwearegoingtorunaway.Farawayfromhere

Him:No..Yougo!Go!I..Iwon'tmakeit

Tearsstreameddownhischeek

Irefused..Irefusedtobelievethatheisgoingtodie.No,notnowthatIseehopestaringatus.

I

lookedoveratthehouseandwehadnotime.Zwelimustbelookingforus.Ipickedhimup

againandmadeourwaytothehighway.Idon'tknowifsomeonewillstopforusbutIhave

hope.WegotthereandIputLuyandadownandtriedtostopacar.Iwasgettingtiredwithme

jumpingaroundandwavingmyhandswhenfinallyacarstopped.Awomancameoutand



freakedoutwhenshesawLuyanda.Shewaswhite

Her:Ohmygoshthismanisdying

Me:Heneedshelp

Her:Weneedtosendhimtothedoctor..comehelpme

Wewentandpickedhimupandputhiminthebackseat.WeclosedthedoorandIfeltpainin

myknee

Me:Owww

Her:Yourknee..it'sswollenandbleeding

Ilookedback

Me:Wehavenotime

Sherantohersideofthecarandgotin.Ibalancedmyheadandhandonthecarandtriedto

touchmypainfulknee

Woman:Girl..wehavetogoareyoucoming?

Me:YesI..

Ismiledfinallywehaveasecondchanceinlife.Iwalkedtomysideofthecarandopenedthe

door.IwasabouttogetinwhenIfeltasharppainonmylegandIwentdown.Thewoman

wasscreaming.IlookeddownandIwasbleeding,someonehasshotme

Me:Go..Go!!Driveandsavehim.Heneedstogotothedoctor

Her:Ican'tleaveyou!

Me:You..

AnotherbulletwenttomyotherlegIscreamed

Me:Go!!

Thewomanstartedthecaranddroveaway.MylegswerebleedingandIwasdownand

couldn'twalknomore.Ilaidthereonthepavementawaitingmyfate

[10/15,10:50PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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#Mbali

Ipouredanotherglassofwaterandgulpeditdownimmediately.Ihavebeenfeelingweird

latelyIdon'tknowhowtoexplainitbutIfeellikesomethingbadisabouttohappen.Ihada

veryweirdandcreepydreamalso.Mymomalwaystoldmethatadreammeanssomething

andIcan'tignorethisfeelingthatIhave.

Isatdownonthehighchairinthekitchenandpagedthroughthemagazinewhenthedoor

opened.IstoodupandwalkedtothemainroomandXolaniwasgettingin.

Me:Hi

Him:HeyIthoughtIwouldfindyousleeping

Hetookofhiscoatandloosenedhistie

Me:Ihadjustwokenup

Hewalkedhiswaytothekitchen,Ifollowed

Him:Didyoucook?

Me:No

Hesighed

Him:I'llordersomething

Heturnedaroundandlookedatme

Me:What?

Him:What'swrongwithyou

Me:Nothing..BabyItoldyounothingiswrongwithme.Meandthebabyarefine

Hesatdownonthehighchair

Him:Comehere..andcometellmewhat'stroublingyou

Iwentandsatonhislap.Iputmyhandsaroundhisshoulders

Him:Tellmewhat'seatingyouup?

Isighedheavily

Me:I'vebeenhavingthisfeeling..

Him:Feeling?



Me:Yes..itsnotafeelingthatyoucanignore

Him:Howdoyoufeel

Me:I..Ihavethesesuddenfeelingsoffearandsadness..AndIhaveweirddreamswhereIam

sinkinginabighole.It'sjustcrazy

Him:Doyouthinkitmeanssomething?

Me:Idon'tknowbutIfeellikesomethingbadisgoingtohappen

Hesighed

Him:Don'tthinkmuchaboutit.Youneedtothinkpositivelyanddon'tstressyourselfonthat..

thinkofthebaby.

Hekissedmyhands

Me:Okay

ButhowdoIignorethisfeeling?

.

.

#Luyanda

Beep..beep..beep..beep

Icouldhearthatsoundrepeatedlyinmyhead.Itriedopeningmyeyesbutmyeyelasheswere

tooheavyIforcedmyselftoopenmyeyes.IslowlyopenedthemandlookingaroundIhadan

oxygenonmyfaceandIsawamachinenexttomethatkeptonmakingthatfamiliarsound.I

finallyrealizedI'minthehospital

Mybodywastootenseandpainful.IhadbandagesonmylegsandarmsandIalsofelt

somethingonmystomach.Iturnedmyheadtomyleftandaladywasholdingmyhandand

herfacewasburiedonthebed.Shelookedwhitewithblondehair.Iwasconfused..whatamI

doinginhospitalwithawhiteladywithme?

ImovedmyhandabitandIsawherflinching.Imoveditagainandthistimeshejerkedher

headandlookedatme

Sheslightlysmiled

Her:Iknewyouwouldwakeup

Iremovedmyoxygenandtriedtalkingbutmythroatwastoodry.

Her:Oh..I'llcallthedoctorandgetyouwater



Sheburiedoutandcamebackwiththedoctorandaglassofwater.ShegavemeheglassI

gulpeddownthewaterandgavehertheglassback

Doc:Mypatientisfinallyawake

Hecametomeandshinedsomethinginmyeyes.Hethenwentanddidsomethingtomylegs

Him:Canyoufeelthat?

Inodded

Hejottedsomethinginhispad

Him:Howareyoufeeling

Iclearedmythroat

Me:I..IamfinejustmybodyispainingandIhaveaslightheadache

Hesmiled

Him:Yousoundokaytome..

Hispagerbeeped

Him:I'llcomecheckuponyou..

Heturnedtothelady

Him:Makesurehedoesn'tgetoutofbedanddon'tstayheretoolongmypatientneedstorest

Shenoddedwithasmile.Thedoctorwentoutandtheladysatonthechairnexttome

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

Her:Youlookbetter

Me:Wh..whathappenedwhyamIhere

Her:You..Ifoundyoubleeding,youwerewithanotherladyinthemiddleofnowhere..butshe

toldmetotakeyoutothehospitalbecauseyouwerebleedingtoomuch.It'sactuallyapretty

longstory

Iclosedmyeyesandtriedtothinkabouttheeventsthattookplace..andIsuddenly

remembered

Me:Simi!!!She..youlefther?TheladythatIwaswith..isshehere?inthishospital?

Shelookedaway



Her:ShewasshotinthelegthatdayandItriedtotakeherwitbut..

Me:Didyouleaveher?

Her:She..shetoldmetodriveyoutothehospital

Itriedtograbherbutshequicklystoodup.IfoughttryingtogetoutofbedbutIcausedmore

painandIhadadrip.

Her:Youneedtocalmdownyouarehurtingyours...

Me:Whydidyouleaveher?!Sheisgoingtodie!Theyaregoingtokillher!!

Her:I..I'msorry.Wewillfindher

Me:Nowewon't..itstoolate

Iclosedmyeyesastearsstreameddown.IfelthandsonmyarmIopenedmyeyes

Her:Ipromisewewillfindher

Ishookmyhead..Wewillneverfindher!!

.

.

#Simi

Itriedfighting..Itriedeverythingbutmycriesfellondeafears.Mytearswerenotenoughfor

themtorealizedthatitwasenough..

buthow?HowdidIgettothis?Iwasjustameregirldoingvarsitywhohadlovingparentsand

abeautifulsister.Wherediditgowrong?

IthoughtIhadfoundhappinessinmyownsorrowbutIonlysentmyselftomygrave.Doesmy

motherknowhowmuchIloveher?DoesmyfatherknowhowmuchIappreciatehiminmylife?

Doesmysisterknowthatshewaseverythingtome?Doesmyson...myson!mydearson!!

Me:No!!!

IhitthewoodenboxthatIwasin.Yes..IamburiedaliveandthereisnowayIcouldescape

this.Thisismyreality..thisishowIamgoingtodie.Iwassweatingandrunningoutofoxygen.

MylungswerefailingmeandIwasfeelinglightheaded.

Me:My..myson..noooooo..

Isilentlycried..mytearsfallingdowntomyears.

Me:He..hel..helpme..ple..help!



Ilaidtheredefeatedlettingmytearspourdownforthelasttime.Feelingthepainforthelast

time.Ilaidthereasmylifeandsoulweresuckedoutofme..asdeathwassuckingthelifeout

ofme.Ilaidthere..asIslowlydie

.

.

THEEND!!!
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#Mbalenhle

AllmylifeIneverthoughtthatIwouldsaygoodbyetooneofmylovedonce.IneverthoughtI

wouldseetheday.Istilldon'twanttobelievethatsheisnomore.Knowingthatwewerenot

ongoodtermshurtthemost.Knowingthatshehadtoleavewithoutapropergoodbyelefta

sourtasteinmymouth.Howdiditcometothis?Whyher?Imeanshewasjustafreeperson

whowasfulloflifeandhadnoworrywhatsoever.Ifeellikeitwasn'thertime..mysistercan't

bedead...

IhavenodoubtthatthisZweli'sdoing.Hehaskilledalotofpeopleandgotawaywithit.He

hasbrokenalotofpeopleandheisstillafreeman.Wetriedbyallmeanstobringhimdown

butallwenttothedrain.Hewasfoundunfitfortrialandwehadnosolidevidencethathe

killedmysisterbutweallknowitwashim.Icouldn'tlivewithmyself..ifIhadstayedand

convincedhershewouldstillbeherewithme.Iwouldstillbeseeingmybeautifulsister'sface.

Whathurtthemostwasthatwedon'tknowwheresheis..herremains..whereshewaslast

killed..howwasshekilled?..didshecryandscreamforthemtostop?didshetrytofightthem

off?

Ican'tlivewithmyselfknowingthatmysisterisnotinpeace..thatsheisnotlaidinpeace..I

won'tstopuntilIfindherremains..untilIfindjusticeformylittlesister.Iwon'tstoplooking!!

.

.



#Luyanda

It'sbeentwoandahalfyearsandImustsayithasbeenthemostpainfulyearsofmylife.

Everyday,everyminuteandeverysecondIfindmyselfthinkingabouther..datingbacktothat

dayisstillsomethingthattroublesmeeventoday.Ifeellikeitwasmyfault..hadInottaken

hertomyroomthatday..hadInottakenadvantageofherthatdayshewouldstillbehere.She

wouldstillbeliving.Iblamelove..Ifellinloveandithasgavebirthtothemosthorriblething

ever..death.

Icouldn'tsleep,Icouldn'teatknowingthatshewasn'tfoundandherrealkillerwasstillafree

man.WhoamIkidding?OfcourseitwasZwelibutwetriedbyallmeanstohavehimlocked

up..butitallwentdowntothedrain.Heisafreeman.

Ihadcutalltieswithmyfamily.IbelievethatifmymotherhadbeenthereforSimi,sheknew

howZweliwas.SheknewthestateZweliwasinandsheknewhowmanygirlshe'dtortured

andkilledbutsheremainedsilent.Ifshecould'vejustsavedher.Iblamemyfatherforruining

ourfamilyandbeingthemonsterheis.Becauseofhimwearesufferingandinnocentpeople

aredying.IblamemyfamilyfornotplayingtheirroleinhelpingSimiandnow..nowit'stoolate.

SheisgonebutIwon'tstoplooking..Iwon'tstopuntilmybrotherislockedup.Iwon'tstop

untilSimifindsjustice

.

.

#Simlindile

*FLASHBACK*

Beep..beep...beep..beep

Islowlyopenedmyeyestothisunfamiliarplace.IlookedaroundanditwaslikeIwaslost.I

wasinabedwithdifferentmachinesattachedtome.Ihadanoxygenonmyface.Ihad

bandageseverywhereandIcouldn'tfeelmylegs.AmIinhospital?Buthow?Why?Somany

questionsbutsolittleanswers.

Imovedmyeyesaroundandtheylandedonamanstaringoutthewindow.Hehadhisarms

crossedandhewaswearingsimpleclothes.Whoishe?

Iremovedtheoxygenonmyfaceandtriedtotalkbutnowordscameout..Istayedlikethatfor

awhileuntilhecamebackandsatdownonthatchairnexttomybed.Hetookmyhandand

buriedhisfaceonthebed.Ithinkhedidn'tnoticethatIwasawake.Isqueezedhishandsand

helookedup.Hewidenedhiseyeswhenoureyesmet.Hestoodup

"Letmecallthedoctor"

Iheldhimtightandshookmyhead..StrangelyIfeltsaferwithhim..Iwasatpeacewhenhe

wasaroundmeeventhoughIdidn'tknowwhohewas.



Hesatdownagainandtookmyhand,hekissedit.Icouldn'tspeaksoIwaswaitingforhimto

saysomething.

"Ithoughtyouwouldneverwakeup.ThedoctorshavelosthopebutInevergaveup.Iknew

youwouldwakeupIjustdidn'tknowwhen"Helookedatmeandsoftlybrushedmycheek

"Youlookmorebeautifulawake..youareverybeautifulandyouareaverystrongwoman"I

foundmyselfsmiling,Ididn'tknowthisguybuthewasverysweetandhadsinceresmileand

veryhandsomeandcleantoo.

"Ijustwanttogogetthedoctorsohecanhelpyou..allowmeplease.IpromiseIwillcome

backandneverleaveyou"Islowlynodded.Hestoodupandwentoutthencamebackwitha

doctor.

"Weneverthoughtyouwouldwakeup"Thedoctorsmiled

HecametomeandstarteddoingthingstomybodyIfeltveryuncomfortable.Ilookedatthe

othermanandhecameandtookmyhand..henodded.

"Youareveryluckytobealiveandawake..Doyouperhapsknowwhathappenedtoyou?"I

shookmyheadno..Isawtheguyfrowning

Guy:Iknowwhathappened.ThatnightwhenIhadafightwithmymotherIdecidedtotakea

drive.Mycarstuckinthemiddleofnowhere.WhenIcameoutIheardnoisesandgunshots.It

wasinbush.IwalkedcloserandIsawtwomenandoneofthemwascontinuouslybeatinup

alady..AfterawhilewhenthewomanhadpassedoutIsawthemputtingherinsomethinglike

aholeandstartedpouringsandonher.InshockIstoodthereuntiltheyweredoneandwhen

theywentawayIwastednotime.Irantotheplacedtheyburiedherandgotherout.Shewas

bleedingandinabadstate.IbroughthertothehospitalandIneverstoppedvisitingand

loosinghope.Andnowsheisawake

Ifoundmyselfbeinginshock..isthiswhathappenedtome?buthow?why?wasIburiedalive?

Doctor:Wefoundyouinaverydisturbingstateanditwasamiraclethatyouwerealive

WhentheyrealisedIcouldn'tspeakthedoctorcameanddidsomethingtome.Iclearedmy

throatandmyvoicewasback.

Me:Wh..whoamI?Why..whywasIdoneallofthosestuff?

Ifoundmyselfcrying

Guy:Docwhat'shappeningwithher?

Doc:Ithink..shehaslosthermemory...

***********

Ilearnedaboutmyhorrifyingpast.Iwasburiedalive.Istilldon'tknowwhytillthisday.Ilater



foundoutthattheguywhosavedmethatdaywas"Kagiso"andIamnowhappilymarriedto

themanwhogavemeasecondchanceinlife.

Simi..myname.WefoundanewspaperwheretherewasmyobituarythatIwasdead.AllI

knowisthatmynameisSimlindileandIwaslivinginCrystalPalacewithmyin-lawsandI

wasmarriedtoaguynamedZweli.Myfamilywasmymother,sisterandbrother.

IknowwhatIdidwasselfishbutIdecidednottogobacktomypast.Idecidedthatgoingback

therewillopenupoldwoundsandsendmetoaverybadstate.IalsofoundoutthatIwas

havingproblemswithmyhusbandandthatIwashavinganaffairwithhisbrother.

Idon'tknowifanyofthosethingsweretrueorwhatbutthatSimifromthepastwasjusta

fuckedupperson.KagisoandIdecidedtostartafreshandforgetaboutmypastbecause

obviouslymypastwasn'tsomethingsomeonewouldwanttoreliveandknowingthatIwas

buriedaliveIknowIcan'tgobackthere.MynameisSimlindileandIhavestartedmylife

afreshandIamdiscoveringmyselfoncemore

ThisisafreshnewstartformeandIamhappywiththenewme...
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Ihadcaughtthefluandmyheadwaspaining.Itookpainkillersandtookanap.Iwokeup,had

aquickshowerandwentbacktobed.Iwasn'tplaningongoinganywhereandplusIhadaflu

soIcalledinsickatwork.IalsohadtolookaftermydaughterAmahlebecausemyhusband

wentonabusinesstripandhewillbebackintwoweeks.IhatelookingafterAmahlebecause

sheisalotofwork,shemightbeanangelsometimesbutmostofthetimesheisahuman

headache.IwantedtogetherababysitterbutXolanidoesn'ttrustanyonearoundherdaughter.

Iwasinthekitchenmakingfoodofbothofusandshewasonthefloorbusychasinghersmall

ball.ItookouticecreamandputitonthecounterandtookAmahle.Iputherontopofthe

counterandgaveherasmallspoon.Shestartedeating.

Me:Nothankyou?

Sheshookherhead.Ilaughed,shewasonlyayearandahalfbutshewasverysmart.

IwasmakingmyselfasandwichsinceIwasveryhungryandthefoodIwascookingwould

probablytakelongandIwouldbestarvingbythen.

Itookabiteofmysandwichwhenmyphonerang.



Me:Givemamathephone

Amahletookthephonefromhersideandgaveittome.ItwasmycolleagueBoikagoIdon't

knowwhyshewascallingbecausewenevertalkunlessitisworkrelatedandnowIamon

leave.

Me:Hello

Her:Mbali?

Me:Yes..it'sshespeaking

Icoughed

Her:Oh..theflygotyoubad

Me:Yeah.IneedtoseethedoctorIkeepgettingworse.

Her:Iknowthatfeeling

Me:Uh..okay.

Her:SoI'vebeencallingyouthiswholedaybutyourphonekeptsendingmetovoicemail

Me:Really?

Shesighed

Her:Yes..anywayI'vebeencallingbecausethebossneedsyou..actuallyheneedsyouback

towork

Me:But...

Her:Heknowsyouaresick.Wetoldhimseveraltimesbuthewantsyouinworkasin

yesterday.

Me:But..Ihavetolookaftermydaughtershehasnoonetolookafterher

Her:Iknowbutithasbeenamesshereatwork.Thingsaregettingoutofcontrol..noone

knowswhattodoit'sjuststressfulweneedyoubackIknowyouaresickandstuffbutyou

cangetsomeonetolookafteryourdaughterbecauseweareseriouslyinneedofyou

Iranmyhandsonmyface

Me:I..I'llthinkaboutit

Her:There'snothingto...

Me:No!!IsaidI'llthinkaboutit.MyhealthandmyfamilycomefirstandIcalledinsickjustlike

anyotherpersonatworkandIthinkyoupeopleneedtorespectthatIalsohavetothinkabout



myselfattheendofthedayIamtheonewhoissickandhasadaughtertolookafter.Iwill

thinkaboutitandcallyouwhenIhaveananswerfornowIneedtoattendtomyDAUGHTER!

Ihungupbeforeshecouldsayanything.Iwaspissedreallypissedthattheycouldn'tthink

aboutmeandmyhealthandalltheythinkaboutitthemselves!

Ihavetolookaftermydaughterandbethereforher.Simi'sdeathhasopenedmyeyeson

seeingwhatismostimportantinyourlifeandnowmyjobhastotakethebackseatfornow

onwards

.

.

#Luyanda

Iwasinmyclosetgettingdressedfortonightsparty.Itwasoneofmyfriend'sengagement

partyandIwasgoingtobethereforhim.IwaslivinginLondonwithmybeautifulgirlfriend

CandiceshewastheonewhorescuedmethatdaywhenIwasshotandsentmetothe

hospital.Itjuststartedasbeingfriendssinceshegavemeasecondchanceinlifebutwegrew

closerandclosertogetheruntilwedecidedtogiveitatryandwehavebeendatingfortwo

yearsandIwasthinkingofofficiallymakinghermywifebutIwasnotrushingintoit.

IfinishedoffwithaneatponytailIhadlongdreadlocksnow.Don'task!

IwalkedouttothebedroomandCandicegotinwithaglassofwine.Shewaswearingnormal..

leggingsandagreenshirtwithpumps.Ifrownedandlookedatmywatch

Me:It's18:38

Her:Iknow

Shesatdownonthebedandranhersmoothhandsinherlongblondehair

Me:What'swrong?

Shelookedatmeanddrankherwine.Shesniffed

Her:Theengagementisoff..theweddingisoff..justeverythingisatotalmess(sniffing)

Iwalkeduptoherandsatonthebedwithher

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:IgotacallfromSashaandshetoldmethatshefoundoutaboutherfiancé'saffairwitha

mistressandtheweddingisoff

Iwasn'tshockedImeanIknewLiam(myfriend)wasn'tbeingfaithfultoherfiancé.Ibrushed

herhairoutofherfaceandkissedherforehead



Me:Idon'tknowwhattosayhun..we'lljustwatchmoviesandcuddle.Forgetaboutthe

engagementthingfornowokay?

Her:She'smyfriendandshe'shurtingalot

Me:Lookatthismatterinthisway,ifSashahadn'tfoundoutaboutLiam'sunfaithfulnessshe

wouldhavemarriedacheatingmanandregretitallherlife.Youshouldbegladshefoundout

justintime

Her:Youareright

Me:I'malwaysright

Her:No,youarenot

Itickledherandshelaughed

Her:Okayyouare!Youare!Nowstop..

Istoppedandkissedher

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Wewereabouttokisswhenherphonerang.

Me:Ignoreit

Her:Itcouldbeimportant

Me:I'mtheimportantone

Ikissedherandranmyhandsonherthighs.Herphonekeptringingandshecouldn'tignoreit

soshestoodupandwalkedouttoanswerit.Itookoffmyshoesandlaidonthebed.She

camebackafterawhile

Me:Thatwasfast

Shecameandsatonthebed.IpulledhertoMrandsherestedherheadonmychest

Her:SothecallIgot..itwasfrommom

Me:Oh..whatdidshewant?

Shekeptquiet

Me:Candice?

Her:She..wearehavingafamilygatheringonMonday



Me:Sothatmeans?

Shenodded

Me:Butyouknowwecan'tgobacktoSouthAfrica

Her:ThisisafamilygatheringYanda..It'ssomethingtraditionalandimportanttoourfamily.I

knowyouarerunningawayfromyourpastinSouthAfricabyrunningawaywon'thelp

Isighed

Me:Iknow

Her:Sowegoing?

Me:Anythingforyoumylove

Shesighedinrelief

Her:I'llbookaflightfortomorrow

Me:Tomorrow?!

Ihalfshouted.Sheraidedherheadandlookedatme

Her:Ithoughtyousaidwecango.ThegatheringisonMondayandtomorrowisSunday..when

doyouexpectustoflybacktoSouthAfrica?

Iranmyhandonmydreadlocks

Me:Oh

Her:Sickitup.WearegoingtoSouthAfrica.Youcan'tkeeprunningawayfromyourpastlike

thatYanda!

Me:Iknow

IreallywanttogobackandbethereformygirlbutamIready?Ican'tgobacktothatplace

thatremindsmeofSimiIhaven'tforgottennorhealed.Isighed....

.

.

#Simi

Isatonthebedandlookedatmyobituaryfromthatnewspaper.Ihadn'tgottenridofthat

newspaperIdon'tknowwhybutIcouldn't.Ilookedatitonemoretimeandthedoorsuddenly

opened.KagisogotinItriedtohidethenewspaperfromhimbuthealreadysawit.Hefrowned

andtookoffhiswatch.He



loosenedhistieandcametome.Hepeckedmylipsandsatnexttome.

Him:Howareyoufeelingtoday?

Iwashavingaterribleflu

Me:Ifeelworse

Hekissedmynosebridge

Him:Wannaseethedoctor?

Me:Yes..Iseemtobegettingworse

Helookedatmeandbackatmyhandthatwasholdingthenewspaperbehindme.Hesighed

Him:Ihadseenitalready

EmbarrassedIslowlyrevealeditandputitbetweenus.

Helookedatme

Me:Iwasjustreadingit

Him:Isee..

Me:Younotmad?

Heshookhisheadno

Him:Butwhystillkeepit?Ithoughtyouhadgottenridofitandmovedonfromyourpast

Me:I..IhadbutIkeepongettingflashbacksfrommypast.IfeellikeIneedtoknowwhoIam

andwhereIcomefrom.It'snotfairtothepeoplewholovemeandthinkI'mdeadwhileI'm

alive.

Him:Iunderstandbut..areyoureadyforthis?Forfoundingoutaboutbyourpastandwhoyou

are?

Me:No..IwanttobutIamnotrushingit.FromthelooksofitIknowmypastisprettybadbutI

willrememberoneday.Thedoctordidsaysomethingaboutmegettingmymemoryback

Henodded

Him:Youwanttogettoknowyourselfandyourfamily.IrespectthatandIhaveyourback

baby.Iwillbetherealltheway

Hekissedmyhands

Me:Ican'tkeephidinglikethis.IhavetofindoutwhoIam



Him:Andyouwill..Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby

Hegotcloserandcuddledwithme.Helaidhisheadonmychest.Ilookedatthenewspaper

onemoretime

CrystalPalace...Iusedtolivethere.ShouldImaybegoandfindoutwholivesthere?Idon't

livefarfromCrystalPalacesoImightaswellfindout
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Igothomeandputthechipsonaplateandwenttositdown.Iatethechipsinsilencethinking

ifIshouldconsidertheofferthatwasgiventome.WhenIwasdoneeatingItookmyplateand

wenttoputitinthesink.Ilookedatmyphoneanditwas19:28Kagisoshouldbewalking

throughthatdooranyminute.Iswitchedoffthelightdownstairsandwalkedtomyroomand

immediatelywhenmyheadhitthepillowIdriftedtolalaland....

IfeltsomeoneshakingmesoftlyIopenedmyeyestoKagiso'shandsomefacestaringatme.

Me:Youback

Hepeckedmylips

Him:I'msorryI'mlate

Isatupstraightandhestoodupandwalkedtothecloset

Him:Sohowwastherapy?

Me:Itwasfine

Him:Fine?

Me:Wasokay

Him:Okay..I'mgladyouwentbaby

Me:Iwouldn'tmissityouknowthat

(silence)



Me:Youknow..somethingweirdhappenedtoday

Hestoodbythedoorshirtless

Him:Whathappened?

Me:SoIwassittinginFish&chipswaitingformyorderofcourse..thenoutofnowherethis

ladycametomesheintroducedherselfasNikiweNkosiandshe..

Him:NikiweNkosi?

Heinterrupted

Me:Yes..soanyways..

Him:TheeNikiweNkosi?

Me:Whatthehell?

Hechuckled

Him:Ijustcan'tbelieveyouwereapproachedbyNikiweNkosi

Ifrowned

Me:Why?

Him:Imeansheisthemostsuccessfulandknownbusinesswoman.Shehasdoneprettywell

forherself.SheisoneofthethemostrichestwomaninSouthAfrica

Me:Sowhat?DoyouthinkI'mshallow?

Him:What?

Me:OrI'mtooplain..toocheap??too..

Him:WoahIneversaidthat

Me:Youindirectlymeanttodaythat

Hesighed.

Me:SoanywayssheofferedmeanofferIcan'trefuse

Him:Whatoffer?

Me:Shewantstosponsormeforabursary

Him:Really?

Me:Yes



Him:Ithinkyoushouldconsiderit.

Me:Iwasthinkingofitbutshehastotalktohishusbandfirstbeforereallyapplyingmeforit

Hecametome

Him:Iamsureyouaregoingtogetthatbursary

Me:Ihopeso

Heclimbedthebedandcametome.Hewentdownandkissedmyneck.

Me:Ewwgotakeabath

Him:We'lltakeabathtogether..fornowIwantyoualltomyself

Me:Iamyours

Hekissedmeandgrabbedmyhairback.Hiskissesaremagicalalwaysleftmewantingmore.

Hewentontokissmyneck.Hemanagedtoslidehishandinmypantsandhestartedrubbing

myclit.Imoanedandmytoeswerecurlinguptothesensation.Hepickedmeupabitand

deepenedthekiss.Hewentontosqueezingmybreastswhilerubbingmypunani.Ifeltmyself

gettingwet.Ihelpedhimtakeoffhispantsandhishardshaftsprungout.IgaspedasI

grabbeditandgavehimagoodhandjobwhilehekissedme.Hewentdowntomypunaniand

suckedit..Imoanedlouderandpushedhisheaddown.Hecameupandkissedmemakingme

tastemysaltyjuices.Hekissedmedeepergrabbingmyhairwhileplayingwithmyclit.Ifelt

myselfcumming

Me:I'mcummmminggg...Kagisoooo

Heremovedhishandandpushedmeup.Heenteredmeslowlywhilelookingatme

Him:Areyoufine?

Inoddedwhilesmiling.HestartedofslowlyandhispacegotfasterasIsankmyfingersinhis

skin.Iwrappedmylegsaroundhishipsandpulledhimdownhepumpedharder

Him:Fuuuuck!!!!

.

.

#Mbali

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandIwasinmyroomatmyparent'shouse.IgroanedasIsatup

straight.IlookedaroundandIsawaglassofwaterItookitanddrank.Mymotherwalkedin

withAmahle.

Shecrawleduptothebedandmymotherpickedherupshecameandhuggedme.Ichuckled



andkissedhersheburiedherfaceonmychest.Ilookedupatmymother

Me:Sawubona

Her:Hellobaby

Shesatonthebedoppositeme

Me:Whathappened?

Her:YoufaintedinFish&Chips...

IthoughtforawhileandIremembered.SoIwasn'tdreaming

Me:Ohmywordmom!!She..I..

Her:What'swrong?

IremovedAmahleandputheronthefloorshecrawledherselfout

Me:I..Mom..Sh

IwasnowcryingandIfeltmyselfhavingapanicattack

Mom:Mbalicalmdown..breathin..out...in...out

IdidjustthatandIthinkIhadcalmeddown.Iwipedmytears.

Mom:Mbaliwhat'swrong?

Me:MomI...You..Isawher!MomIsawher..she

Mom:Who?Sawwho?

Me:Si...Thuli!IsawhermomsheisaliveIsawherwithmytwoeyes

ShelookedatmeforawhileandshesawIwasn'tjokingIsawtearsforminginhereyes

Her:No..Thuliisnomore

Igrabbedherhand

Me:MomIknowwhatI'mtalkingabout!Isawhersheisalive!Shewaswalkingandalive!

Sheyankedherhandandstoodup.Wewerebothintears.

Her:I..Isshealive?Ismydaughteralive?

Inodded

Me:Isawher..shewasthereandshewasorderingsomething...



IfrownedwhenIrememberedwhathappened

Me:Shesawmebutshejustsmiledandwalkedaway..

Mymomlookedatme

Me:Shedidn'tevencometome..momwhatishappening?didshefakeherdeath?butwhy

mom?

Shecameandhuggedme

Her:Wewillfindher

Me:Butwhatifshedoesn'twantusinherlifeanymore?Imeanmomshesawme

ShekeptquietandIheardhersniffing

Her:Ican'tbelievemydaughterisalive...

.

.

#Nikiwe

Idroveinthegarageandswitchedoffthecar.Itookouttheshoppingbagsfromthebootand

walkedinthehousethroughthekitchendoor.Igotinandputthegroceryonthecounter.I

dranksomewaterbeforetakingoffmyshoes.IwalkedtotheloungeandNancycameinwith

mybabyBandile.Nancywasournanny.

Nancy:AfternoonMrs.Nkosi

Me:ItoldyoutocallmeNikiwe..anywayshowwasyourday?

Her:Itwasgoodthankyou

Me:Hewasn'ttroubleinanyway?

ItookBandilefromher

Her:Hewasaangel

IlookedatBandileandkissedhim

Me:Hellobaby

Bandile:HeyyoMama

IkissedhislipsoncemoreandgavehimtoNancy.

Me:Didhehaveanythingtoeat?



Her:Yesma'am

Me:Okay..I'llcomepreparedinnerletmegochangefirst

Her:Okaywewillbeinhisroom

Me:Okay

Iwalkedupstairstomyroom.Thedoorwashalfopenedmeaningsomeonewasinthere.I

walkedtothedoorandstoodthere

"It'sadonedeal...I'llseeyoutomorrow...9pmitis...Bye..."

Thatmustbemyhusband.Ican'tbelieveheisbackfromhistripsofast.TobehonestIam

nothappythatheisback.Iwalkedin

Me:Hi

HeturnedaroundandlookedatmeforthelongesttimeIignoredhimandstartedwalkingto

theclosethefollowedme

Him:Youarelate

Me:IhadbacktobackmeetingsIdidn'tthinktheywouldtakethislong

Hekeptquietforawhile

Him:Areyouworkingtomorrow?

Me:Yes

Hesighedandwalkedout.Isighedinrelief.WhenIwasdoneIwalkedoutandhewasn'tinthe

room.Isatdownonthebedandmassagedmyfeet.MyphonerangfromthedresserIwalked

uptoit.Itwasanunknownnumber

Me:Hello

Silence

Me:Helloo

Voice:Hi..heyit'sMimifromthef..theFish&chips.

Me:OhMimi..Ineverthoughtyouwouldcalled

Her:YeahneitherdidI(giggles)butIthoughtaboutyour(giggles)..yourofferandI..

Me:Areyoubusy?

Her:I..OkayKagisostopitI'monthephone..uhm...areyoustillthere?



Me:YesI'mstillthere

Ismiled..shehadasweetvoice

Her:SoIthoughtaboutyourofferandIthinkitisgoingtobenefitmeso..i..Iacceptit

Me:Really?

Zweliwalkedin

Her:Yes..iftheofferstillstands

Me:Ofcourse.Youhavemadetherightdecision.

Her:Iguessso

IlookedatZweli

Me:OkayIwillgetbacktoyouwhenI..I'llcallyouokay?

Her:Okay..bye

Me:Bye

Ihangup.

Zweli:Whowasthat

Isatdownonthebed

Me:SomegirlnamedMimi.

Heturnedaround

Him:Mimi?

Me:Uhmyes..shewantstoapplyforabursary

Him:Ihopeyouturneditdown

Me:Actually..Iamtheonewhoofferedherthebursary.Ihopeyouareokaywithit

Hesighed

Him:Iwillhavetomeetthisperson

Ismiled

Me:Soareyouconsideringit?

Him:Maybe..maybenot



Me:That'sayes

Hesmiled

Him:Inviteherfordinnertomorrow?

Ilookedathim

Me:Areyousure?

Him:yes..thatwayIwillknowwhatkindofpersonsheisandifshedeservedthebursary.

Me:Shelookedcommitted

Him:Inviteher

Me:Iwill

Hewalkedtothecloset

Him:Tomorrow19:00

Ismiled.Ijusthavetoconvincehertohavedinnertomorrowafternoonandthebursaryishers.

Shejusthavetoconvincemyhusbandsheisthebestforthisbecauseheisverypicky....

[10/16,4:34PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL-S2
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#Simi

IwasgoingtoseemytherapisttodayIalwaysvisitonceamonthandtodayIamgoingthere.I

appliedinamedicineuniversityandtheyacceptedIwassohappythatIwillbeabletostudy

Psychologythat'sthefieldIwanttoseemyselfin.Iworeblackrippedjeansandalongsleeve

purpleT-shirtwithadenimjacket.Iappliedlipstickandwalkeddownstairs.Itwassoquietand

lonelyinthishouse.WhenKagisoisatworkIamalwaysfeelinglonelyandthetherapist

suggestedIgooutandkeepmyselfbusyinsteadofindulginginmythoughts.IwishIhada

friendtokeepmecompany.IwishIhadafamilyandbehappy.There'sapartofmethat's

missingandIneedtofindit.

Isighedandsatonthehighchairinthekitchen.Iranmyhandsinmylooselongweave.

Me:Thisisinsane!!

Itookthehousekeysandlockedthehouse.Igotintomycarandstartedit.Yes,Kagisotaught

mehowtodriveheevenboughtmeahouseforourwedding.



Iwalkedintheroomandmytherapistwassittingonthatchairwiththatsmilehealwayskeeps.

Isatdownonthecouchandgreeted

Him:Wemeetagain

Me:Iwouldnevermissasessionwithyou.Ienjoybeinghere.IgettoreleaseanythingIhave

beenbottlingup.Igettospeakmymindwithoutbeingjudged..Ijustenjoybeinghere

Hesmiledandnodded

Him:SowhatbringsyouheretodayMimi?

WellIhaddecidedtocallmyselfMimiinsteadofSimitonotconfusemyselfwiththepast.

Isighedheavily

Me:Ihavebeenhavingthisfeelinglately...Ifeelincomplete.Ifeellikethereissomething

missinginlife..Idon'tfeelwhole

Henoddedandjottedsomenotesinhispad.

Icontinued

Me:YesterdayI'vebeenreadingthatsamenewspaperthathadmyobituary.Iwantpeopleto

knowthatIamalive.Iwantmyfamilyback.IwanttoknowwhoIam.

Heputhispaddown

Him:Itseemstomeyouwanttorevealyourpast?

Isighed

Me:CanIrunawayforever?

Him:No

Me:Idon'twanttokeeprunningawayfrommypastwhenit'sstaringatmerightthere.Iam

tiredIwanttogoout,socialisewithpeople,bewithmyfamilyandfriends.Iwanttoknowwhat

Ilike,whatIdon'tlike,what'smysurname?Mtfavouritecolour,favouritefood,Iwanttoknow

myself.

Him:Areyouready?Areyoureadyforwhatawaitsyou?Areyoustrongenoughtogoback.I

heardyourlastisaverydisturbingone

Me:Idon'tknow..butIsurelywanttofindout

Him:Goforit!Ifyouarereadythengoforitnothingwillstopyou..butdon'trushit.Itwillall

revealitselftoyou.Takeastepfurtherandfindoutwhoyouare.

Me:Iwill..



WetalkedforanhourandwhenweweredonemystomachwasnowgrowlingmeaningIwas

hungryashell.Iwenttofishandchipsandorderedandsatdownwaitingformyorder.Itook

myphoneoutandloggedinonFacebook.IhadafewfriendsonFacebookbutIdon'tsocialise

withthemoranythingIjustreadtheirpostsandsometimesreaddiariesonFacebook,ittakes

mymindoffthings.AsIwassittingthereIsawawomanapproachingme.Shewaswearing

heelsandalaceshirtwithablazerandpencilskirt.Shelookedlikeabusinesswoman.Iwas

confusedwhenshecameandgreetedme

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

Her:MindifIjoinyou

Me:Idon'tmind

Ilied.TobehonestIhatebeingaroundpeople.Shesatdownandsmiled.

Her:Youlookveryfamiliar..LikeI'veseenyousomewhere

Ishifteduncomfortably.ThisiswhatIhated.

Me:Oh..welli..Idon'trememberyoufromanywhere

Shechuckled

Her:Imustbemistakingyouforsomeone...

Inodded.

Her:Ohwherearemymanners..MynameisNikiwe..NikiweNkosi

SheextendedherhandtomeItookit

Me:Si..Mimi.MynameisMimi

Her:Yourname

Shelookedatmelikeshewassearchingmysoul.Iwithdrewmyhand

Her:Sowhatareweordering?

Me:Justchips

Her:Longday?

Me:Notreally..you?

Her:Asyoucansee..IcomefromworkandIfeellikehell



Ichuckled

Me:Itmustbedrainingbeingabusinesswoman

Her:Abosstobeexact

Icurvedmylowerlip

Me:Luckyyou

Her:Notworking?

Me:IappliedinauniversityandtheyacceptedmeIhavetogobackinJanuaryforregistration

Her:Firstyear?

Inodded

Her:Wecansponsoryou

Ilookedather

Her:MyhusbandgivesbursariestostudentsandIcanhaveawordwithhimonyourbehalf

wemightbeabletopayforyourfees

Me:Youaremarried

Shesmiledandwavedherhand

Her:Ayear

Me:Youlookyoungthough

Her:I'm26

Me:I'm24

Her:Notthatyounghey?

Inodded

Her:Sowhatdoyousay?

Me:I'llthinkaboutit

Shetookoutherbusinesscard

Her:CallmeanytimeI'mavailable

Me:Iwill



Herphonetangshestoodupandheldmyhand

Her:Nicemeetingyou

Me:Likewise

Sheansweredherphonewalkingaway

Her:Zweli..BabyI'monmywayIhaveto...

IwatchedhergoawayIsighed.MyordercameItookmychipsandgotintothecar.Istartedit

anddrovehome

.

.

#Mbali

IwasabouttoputAmahleinhercarseatwhenIsawsomeonewholookedveryfamiliar

acrossthestreetinFish&Chips.IputAmahleinhercarseatandlockedthecarshewas

asleep.Irantoothersideandshewasstandingup.Shewalkedtothecounterandcameback

holdingaplastic.SheflippedherhairandIgottoseeherface..IalmostfellwhenIsawshe

wasaphotocopyofSimi.ShelookedexactlylikeSimi.Shesawmeandsmiledbeforegetting

inhercar.WhenthecarstartedIranafteritbutitwasgone.Icouldn'tbelieveit.Iwenttothe

countertotheguywhogavethatwomanherorder.ItookoutmyphoneandwenttoSimi's

picture.

Me:Didthiswomancometoorderhere?

Helookedcloserandnodded

Him:Shewasherenownow..sheleftafewminutesago

Me:She..she..didshehaveabirthmarkonherleftcheek?

Him:Idon'tknowIwasn'tlookingbutallIknow

isthatthesameladywhocametoorderisthesameladyonthatpicture.

Me:No...

IfeltmywallsclosingonmeandIcouldn'tbreathproperly

Him:Ma'amareyouokay

Ifeltmyselfhavingapanicattack

Me:Itcan'tbe..she'sdead



Iwentdown.....

[10/16,4:34PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL
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#Luyanda

WehadlandedsafelyinJo'burgandwewerenowgoingtoourplace.Ifeltlikedisappearing,I

feltlikejumpingonthatplaneandgobacktoLondon.Idon'tthinkI'mreadyforthis.

CandicestrokedmydreadlocksandIlookedather.

Her:Youaregoingtobejustfine

Isighed

Me:Ihopeso

WewereatthebackthechaufferwasdrivingussinceIwasverytiredtobedriving.

Ilookedattheboardontheroad"CrystalPalace"Iburiedmyfaceinmyhands.Thismakesit

worsethatherparent'shouseissituatedinCrystalPalace.

Wegottothegateanditautomaticallyopened.Thechaufferdroveinandtherewassomany

carslikeitwassomeofimportantevent.

Me:Somanycars?

Her:That'sbecauseit'safamilygathering.Morelikeareunion

Me:Youmusthaveabigfamilythen

Shenodded.WhenthecarstoppedIwentoutandopenedthedoorforCandice.Shecameout

andkissedmycheeks

Her:You'resuchagentleman

Ichuckled

Iheldherwaistsandwemadeourwaytothegardenwereitlookedlikeeveryonewasover

there.Ididn'trecognisealotofpeopleitwasjusttoomany.Iwasinthepresenceofwhite

peopleandIwastheonlyblackguy.

IfeltsomeonehuggingmeallofasuddenIalmostfell



Me:Ohh

Candice:Mom..really?

IbrokethehuganditwasCandice'smomwithhereversowidesmile

Me:Kourt..

Kourt:WhatathoughtfulideaforyoutobringLuluhere

ShesqueezedCandice'scheeks.Ichuckled

Me:Kourtyouneverchange

Kourt:Neverinamillionyears..SohowwasLondon

Me:Londonwasgreat...

IlookedatCandice

Me:Weneverwantedtocomeback

Kourt:That'sthereasonwhyIbroughtyouback.ComeCandice,Ineedsomehelpwiththe

salad

Candice:ButmomIjustgothere

Kourt:HowdoesLulucopewithsuchalazywoman

ShepulledCandiceawayIlaughed.

"UncleLuyi!!!!"

Ihavesomanyweirdnicknamesit'sjustfuckenfrustrating.Iturnedaroundanditwas

Roxanne,Candice'ssister

Me:Heyyoulittlemidget

Her:Don'tcallmethat!

Ichuckled

Me:I'monlyjokingRoxy

Her:Whendidyoucomeback?Where'sCandice?

Me:MamaKourtstoleher

Her:Ofcourse

"Babyyouarehere"



IlookedupandIwasmetbyablackguystandingbehindRoxy.Iraisedmyeyebrow

Roxy:OhthisismyboyfriendSipho

Me:Boyfriend?

TheboyfriendgavemehishandforahandshakeIjustlookedatitandbackatRoxy

Me:Aren'tyoutooyoungforhavingaboyfriend

Sherolledhereyes

Her:MomsaidIcanbringher

Trustawhitefamilytobestupidenoughtoleta17yearoldbringtheirboyfriendtoafamily

gathering.Iwasabouttosaysomethingwhenmyphonerang.Itookitoutanditwhatmy

sisterKhanyi.IthoughtforawhileaboutansweringbutIdecidedtoanswerit.

IlookedatRoxy

Me:Wearestillgoingtotalkabouttheboyfriendshit!

Roxy:Language!

IwalkedtoamoreprivateplaceandIansweredmyphone

Me:Khanyi

Iwasmetbyaloudcry

Me:Khanyi

Her:Luyanda..youneedtogethome!

Ikeptquiet

Her:Luyanda!!

Me:I'minLondon

Shekeptquietforawhile.

Her:YoujustcheckinJo'burgnowforafamilygatheringIknowyouaresomewhereinCrystal

Palace

Isighed

Her:Youneedtocomebackhome..dad..dadisdying

Me:Lethimdie



Her:I'mserious!

Me:I'mserioustoo!

Ihungup.IwentbacktowhereIwaslookingforCandiceIfoundherinthebackyardIwrapped

myarmsaroundher...

Sheturnedaround

Her:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing..why?

Her:Youarecrying

ItouchedmycheekandIfeltsomeliquid

Me:I...

Her:Babywhat'sthematter?

Me:Ireceivedadisturbingcallfrommysister..aboutmyfather..theysayheisdying.

Her:Ohmygoshbaby!!

Me:Idon'tbelievethemthough.Itmightbetheirwayofbringingmetothem

Her:NoYanda!Youhavetogo..thisisforfatherwearetalkingabout

IdecidedIwillgosinceshewasnaggingme.ShegavemehercarkeysIdrovetomyparent's

house.

********

Itookadeepsighandgotoutofthecar.Thehousestilllooksthesame.Iwentuptothedoor

andItriedmyluckbyopeningandluckilyitwasopen.Igotinanditwasempty.Themain

room,lounge,kitchentherewasnoone.IwentupstairstotheroomsandIsawthedoorofmy

parent'sroomwideopen.Iwentandstoodbythedoor.EveryonewasthereincludingZweli's

newwife,Nikiwe.WhenIsawmyfatheronthatbedlookinglifelesstearsstreameddown.My

mothersawmeshecametome

Her:OhhLuyanda..Iamsogladyouarehere

IsteppedbackbeforeshecouldhugmeandIsawhowhurtshewasbutIdidn'tcare.Iwalked

inandwenttohugKhanyitightly

Me:Youokaysis

Iheardmymommakingloudsobs.Ilookedbackandshehadherhandsonhermouthwith

tearsfalling.Shequicklywalkedout.



Zweli:Thatwasn'tnecessaryman

IlookedathimandfeltlikestranglinghimbutIrespectedNikiwealot.

Ilookedatmyfather

Khanyi:Hedoesn'twanttogotothehospital

Iheldhishand

Me:Dad..

Heopenedhiseyes

Dad:LuyandaIthoughtyouwouldnevercome

Me:Idid

Dad:I'msorry..I'mreallysorryforthepainIcausedyouguys..Idon'tknowwhatcameover

meIamreallysorrymychildren.

Zwelichuckled

Zweli:Fuckyou!!Youbastardofaman,Fuckyou!!

Nikiwe:Zweli!

HelookedatNikiweandwentout

Nikiwe:Sorryforthat

Shewalkedoutaswell.KhanyishiftedandIsatonthebedwhilebrushingmyfather'shand

.

.

#Simi

IwasinthekitchenpreparingdinnerwhenKagisocamein.

Me:Hey..youjustintimeforsupper

Itooktheplatesoutandputthemonthetableinthediningroom.

Him:Smellsnice

Me:It'syourfavourite

Hisphonerang



Him:Yeah?...Mr.Nkosi...Iknowright?...Now...here?...OhIdon'tmind..I'llseetoit..Aytbye.

Ilookedathim,helookedatme

Him:Iguesswehaveonemoreguesttodishupfor

Me:Who?

Him:SomeguyIdobusinesswith.Heisonhisway

Me:Now?

Him:I'mafraidyes

Me:ThenImustgochange

Helookedatmeforheadtotoe

Him:Yeahyoudo..yourlegsandcleavageandinpublic

Me:No!Iwastalkingaboutmoreofformalwear

Him:Doyouseemewearingformal?Pshhhit'snotlikeMr.Presidentiscoming

Me:Well...

Weheardthedoorbellringing

Welookedateachother

Him:Yougochange,Igetthedoor

Me:Okay

IstartedwalkingandKagisowenttothedoor.Istoodbythestairstoseethisman.Heopened

thedoorandthemangotin.Theyfistbumped

Kagiso:ZweliNkosiinthefleshbro

TheZweliguychuckled.Heworeprettynormalforhimtobehereonbusiness.Helooked

handsomethough,verysexywithcutepinklips.

"Yeahman,Ineverplannedoncominghereitwasalltheworksofafamilycrisisathome"

Andhisvoicewasboldanddeep

Kagiso:Iknewitwasn'tbusinessrelated

Zweli:Yeahmynigga..itsmellsniceinhere

Kagiso:Wewerejusthavingdinner



Zweli:We?

Kagiso:Mywifebro

Zweli:Youhaveawife?!WhyIwasneverinvitedtoyourwedding?

Kagiso:Longstoryman..anywayscomelet'stakeseatandwaitformywifetocomedown

Zweli:Thiswife..Ihavetosee.Ihopeshe'sbeautifulthough

Kagiso:Ohyou'llsee

Iranupthestairsandclosedthedoorbehind!esighedheavily.

Me:Ineedtowearsomethingimpressive

Iwenttomycloset.ThisguylooksimportantIneedtowearsomethingappropriateandgood

too.Ugh!!
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Idecidedonwearinganavybluehuggingdressnottooformalandnottoorevealing.Ilooked

atmyselfinthemirrorandfixedmyredlipstickwithmyfinger.Istoodupstraightandtried

makingdifferentgestures.

Me:Goodeveningsir,IamSimlindileMasekoandit'sapleasuretobeinyourpresence..

IlaughedatwhatIwasdoing.

WhenIwassatisfiedIwalkedoutandwentdownstairs.Iheardsomeloudlaughterinthe

diningroomIstoodbythestairsandlookedatthehandsomemanbriefly.

Kagiso:ManItellyouitwasepic

Zweli:Iwouldn'tdaredothattomywife

Kagiso:Talkingasifyouhaveone

IsawZweliraisinghisglasstohislipsandIfoundmyselfbitingmylowerlip.

Kagiso:Noway!Don'ttellmeyouaremarried

Zwelichuckled



Zweli:Well,itwasaprivateweddingitwasn'tpublicsoobviouslyyouwouldn'tknow

Kagiso:ManI'myourrideordiehomiesurelyIwassupposedtobeinformedaboutit.

Zweli:Well...

Kagiso:Who'stheunluckylady?

Zweli:Wellshe'sabusinesswoman

Kagiso:Businessmanmarryingabusinesswomanwhatacombination

Zweli:Mandon'tevensayit!

Kagiso:Iwillaskagain..whoistheunluckylady?

ZwelileanedforwardandwhisperedsomethingIcouldn'thear.IsawKagisosilentlylaughing

andshakinghisheadbutstoppedwhenZweliwasn'tlaughing

Kagiso:No..ImeanIknewyoursurnameswerethesamebutitnevercrossedmymindthat

youweremarried

Zweli:Thenyouareutterlydumb

Kagiso:ManIcan'tbelieveyouaremarriedtoNikiwe,theefamousNikiweNkosi.

SothisZweliguyistheonewhowasgoingtosponsorme?Ifoundmyselfgaspingandthey

bothturnedtome.Ishylylookeddownallowingmyhairtohidemyface.Kagisostoodupand

cametome.

Kagiso:Iwantyoutomeetmywife..Mimi.

Zweli:Mimi?

Ifeltsomebitofembarrassmentbythatname

Kagiso:WellsheprefersbeingcalledMimiinsteadofheractuallyna..

Ipinchedhimandheflinched.Heclearedhisthroatandheldmywaist.IsawZwelistanding

upwhenwemadeourwaytohim

Zweli:WellIwon'tbeabletoseewhenherfaceisfacingdownlikethatandherhairiscovering

almostherwholeface

IchuckledandflippedmyhairtothesideasIraisedmyheadtolookatthishandsome

gentleman.Ilookedupandoureyesmet.Myheartstartedbeatingfastandmyhandswere

sweating.Ihaveneverfeltthisnervousbefore.

HissmileslowlyvanishedandIsawhiseyeswidening.



Me:Sir?

Heslowlyraisedhishandtohischestandheldontothediningtable.Hestartedbreathing

abnormallyandmovedbackhefellononeofthechairs.IlookedatKagisoandhewas

shockedatthesightofthis.

Iwalkeduptotheman

Me:Sirareyou..

Him:Stayawayfromme!!!Getaway!!Youaredead!!

ShockedImovedbackwithmylipstrembling.TearsfelldownandKagisoheldme.Ilookedat

theguyandhewaslookingatmelikehewasseeingaghost.Hequicklystoodupandtookhis

jacketandmarchedtothedoor

Kagiso:Zweli?

Iwatchedhimashefounditdifficulttogotothedoorashewastremblingandholdingonto

things.Hekeptlookingbackandhefinallyreachedthedoorhewalkedoutandbangedthe

doorhard.

Me:Wow!

Kagisohelpedmesitdownonthechair

Me:Ihaveneverseensomeonesoterrifiedandscaredashewas..itwaslikehewasseeinga

ghostorsomething

Hekeptquietforawhile

Him:Unlessyouareaghosttohim

Ilookedathim.

Me:Doesthatmean?

Henodded

Him:Ithinkhemightknowyouasdead.

Me:Buthow?Idon'tknowhim..Ihavenevermethiminmylife.Helookssohighprofiledand

importantsohowdoeshecomeabouttoknowme?

Him:Rememberthatyouhavelostyourmemory.Youdon'tknowthatyoumightbeoneofthe

mostimportantpersoninSouthAfrica,ImeanyourobituarywasineverynewspaperinSouth

Africa

ThenIremembered,thenewspaperIhaditcontainedinformationaboutmypastandfamily

maybeImightknow.IflushedthatthoughtawaywhenIrememberedIhadgottenridofthat



newspaper.Iburiedmyfaceinmyhands.

Me:ThisisnotwhatIwanted!

.

.

#Luyanda

Fatherfinallyagreedforustotakehimtothehospital.Werushedhiminandtheyattendedto

himimmediately.Isatonthewaitingareawithmyfaceburninginmyhandssilentlypraying

thathemakesit.Iknowmyfatherisamonster.Heusedtobeatmymothercontinuously.He

usedtohumiliateandinsultherinfrontofeveryone.Hemadeourlifehellbuthedoesn't

deservetosuffer.

Ifelthandsstrokingmydreadlocksthatcanonlybeoneperson.Istoodupandhuggedher

tightlywithmytearsfallingdown

Candice:It'sokay..It'sokay

Ibrokethehug.Shewipedmytears

Me:HowdidyouknowIwashere

Her:Yoursistercalledme

IlookedoveratKhanyiwhowascalmingmymomdownandSihlewhowasjuststaringin

space.WeleftNikiweatthehousewithBandile.Isighed

Me:Youshouldbeatthefamilygathering

Her:Mymomletmecome.Ihavetobethereforyou.Youcan'tgothroughthisalone

Igrabbedherandhuggedherholdinghertightly

Me:I'mgladyouareherewithme

SomeoneclearedthethroatIbrokethehugitwasthedoctor.Mymomstoodupwithmy

sisters.

Mom:Doctorhowismyhusband?

Mymomwasreallybreaking

Doc:Uhmm

Me:Uhmm??Whatdoesuhmmmean?!

Ididn'twanttothinkthatwhatwasonmymindwastrue



Doc:UnfortunatelyMr.Nkosididn'tmakeit

IlookedatthedoctorandIcouldn'tbelievewhathejustsaid

Me:No..No..No!!!!!

Igrabbedthedoctorbyhiscoat

Me:Myfathercan'tbedeadno!!!It'snottrue!!

Candiceheldmeback

Doc:IamsorrybutMr.Nkosiisnomore

Mom:Can..weatleastseehim?

Shewastryinghardnottocry

Doc:Yesfollowme

Sihledidn'twanttocomeshejustranout.Wewalkedtohiswardandhewassittingthere

lifeless.Whenmymomsawhimshebrokedownandcried.Khanyiwastryinghardtobe

strongformymom.IheldonCandiceandhopedIdon'tfaintoranything.Myfatherisnomore!

.

.

#Nikiwe

IputBandiledownandcoveredhimwithablanket.Igotoffthebedandkneltdownonthe

edgeIwasgoingtoprayforGodtohelpMr.Nkositomakeit.Ikneltdown,bowedmyhead

andclosedmyeyes

Me:FatherGodIcometoyou..

Istoppedimmediatelywhenthedoorforcefullyflungopen.IlookedupandZweliwasstanding

therelookingatme.Istoodupandhewasbleedinginhishandsandhisclothesweredirtyhe

wasjustamess.Iwalkeduptohim

Me:OhmyZweliwhathappenedtoyou

Iunexpectedlyfeltahotslaponmyface.Iputmyhandtowherehehadslappedmeand

lookedathim

Me:Youslappedme?

Heslappedmeagain.

Him:Isthisasetup?



HeapproachedmeandIwalkedback.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:Doyouloveme?Didyoumarrymebecauseyouwantedtoorbecauseyouwerehelping

herseekrevenge?Howdidsheescape?Didyouhelpher?What'syourplan?!

IhadnoideawhathewastalkingaboutsoIkeptquiet

Him:Answermedammit!!

Ijumped.HeapproachedmeandIsteppedbackuntilIcametoastopwhenIreachedthewall.

Hishandsmadeit'swaytomythroat.ItriedremovinghishandsbuthetightenedhisgripIfelt

myselfpassingout.Heliftedmeupandthrewmeagainstthewall.

Me:Owwww!Zwelistopplease

Him:Iwillstoponceyoutellmethetruth!

Me:Idon'tknowanything

Him:Wecanspeedthisup

HecametomeandkickedmehardonmyabdominalareaIwasinsomuchpainhekept

kickingmewithsomuchforce.Hepickedmeupagainandthrewmeonthedressertablethe

mirrorbrokeandaglasswentthroughmylegIscreamed

Me:Stop!!

Him:Isshealive?Didyouhelpher?!!

Ididn'tknowwhatwashappening.Whatwashetalkingabout?

Hecametomeandpressedtheglassdowninmyskin

Me:Aaaaaahhhh!!!!

Him:ThesooneryoutellmethetruththesoonerIwillstop

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingaboutIswear!

Hepusheditthrough

Me:Ahhhh!!!

Ilookedathim..whathappenedtothesweetZweli.

Me:Zweliplease

Hepunchedme



Him:AllIwantisthefuckentruth!!!Icankillyounowandnoonewillknow.Areyouwillingto

dieforher?TellmehowsheescapedandwhohelpedherIwillletyougo..

Ikeptquiet.

Him:...ornot

HedraggedmetothebathroomwithmyhairIwasnowcrying.IlookedoveratBandilewho

waspeacefullysleeping,Ican'tdieandleavehimherealoneandImostlycan'tdiefor

somethingIdon'tknow...
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Ididn'tknowwhattodoatthatmoment,thisguywastakingmeGodknowswhereandIam

shitscaredthelookshegivesme.Hewouldstopthecarmostofthetimeandjustlookatme

forthelongesttimeitwasjustcreepy.Hisnametoo,Idon'tknowwherebutI'msureIknow

hisname.ThemoreIgottobeclosetohimhejustseemsfamiliarbutIcouldn'tputmyfinger

toit.Anywaysasweturnedacornerhisphonerangandbythewayhewaslookingatthe

screen,hewasn'texpectingthatcall.Hepickeditup

Him:Luyanda

HelookedatmeprobablywaitingformyreactionIjustgavehimablankstare

Him:ManI'mkinda..what?areyoucrying..dudeIswearit'slikeI'mtalkingtoaduckIcan

barelyhearyou...what?

H

Isawhiseyeswidening

Him:Wh-whereareyou?

Isawtearsinhiseyesandhisvoicewasbreaking.

Hedroppedthecallandmadeau-turnandthewayhewasdrivingIknewsomethingwas

wrong.

Isankdowntomyseat..Ijustwanttogohome.

.



.

#Kagiso

IquicklygotoutofbedandturnedonthelightandSimiwasn'tsleepingbesideme.Iwentto

lookinthebathroomandclosetbutshewasn'tthere.IthenrememberedthephonecallandI

sighedinreliefbutasmyeyescaughttheclockonthewallIstartedtopanic.Itwas22:51

andSimiisstillnotback.Thisissounlikeher.Ishouldn'thavelethergoalone.WhatwasI

thinking?GoodjobKagisogoodjob!!!

Iquicklywenttomyclosetandjusttookanyclothesthatwouldkeepmewarmand

comfortableandItookmycarkeys.Iwentdownstairsandswitchedoffthelightsalsoturned

onthealarm.Igottomycarandstarteditthendroveoff.IwasgoingtoZweli'shouseIhopeI

don'tgetlostI'veonlybeenthereonceanditwasbusinessrelated

********

AftersomeminutesofbeingdrivingaroundaskingpeoplefordirectionsIfinallyfoundthe

Nkosihousehold.ThishousewashugeIcouldnevergetusedtoit.Igotinthesecuritydidn't

givemeahardtimeI'vebeenherebefore.IgotoutofmgcarandjusthopeSimiisinthere

becauseifsheisnotthiswillbeonme,Ilethergoaloneinthemiddleofthenight.

Igottothedoorandrangthebellafeetimes.Awomanshowedup

Me:Hi

ShelookedbehindmetoseeifIwaswithsomeone

Her:Howdidyougetin?

Me:Securityletmein

ShenoddedandopenedthedoorformeIgotin.ItwasactuallybiggerthanIthought.Ilooked

aroundandbackatthelady

Me:OhI'msorrymynameisKagisoandIamlookingforthewomanofthishouse..Nikiwe?

Her:WellI'mthenannyandI'msorrysirbutNikiweisinabadstatenowIdon'tthinkshe

wantstoseeanyone

Me:Badstate?Ma'amI'msorrybutlasttimeIcheckedmywifewassupposedtomeetupwith

Nikiwe,Mr.Nkosi

Shewasabouttosaysomethingwhenweheardsomethingbreakingbehindme.Iturned

aroundandthiswomanwasbalancingonthingstryingtowalkandshewasmaking

everythingfall.BeingagentlemenIwentuptoherandtriedtomakeherwalkherwaytothe

couch.Igentlysatherdown



Her:Thankyou

Shelookeddownandherhairwascoveringherwholeface.

Me:Uh..Ma'am?

Shedidn'tsayanythingsoItookthecouragetopartherhairtosideandIliftedherchinand

shewasbadlybruised

Me:Shit!!

IcouldntbelievethatthiswasNikiwethesamewomanwhoappearedonTVasthis

independentbusinesswomanandnowshelookslikehell.

Sheremovedmyhandandlookedatthenanny

Her:Nancyyoucanexcuseus

Nancy:I'llgotcheckuponBandile

Shewalkedout.IturnedmyattentiontoNikiweshewasalsolookingatmewithhertears

effortlesslystreamingout.Isatnexttoher

Me:Whodidthistoyou?

ItouchedherfacebutshejerkedawaysoIpulledback

Her:Whoareyouandwhatareyoudoinghere?

Itwasevidentthatshewascrying

Me:I'mlookingformywife,Ibelieveshewaswithyouforameeting

Idon'tknowhowIwassupposedtobringupSimiinasituationwhereI'mtalkingtoabruised

personwhoprobablylookedphysicallyabused

Shequicklystoodupbutcausedpaintoherself

Me:Mrs.Nk

Her:Leave!!

Shewasholdingontothecouch

Her:Iwantyoutoleave!IknownothingaboutSimi

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Shewasnowcrying

Her:Justleave..



Me:I..

WhatwasItodonow?Istartedwalkingtothedoor

"Hebeatmeup.."

Iturnedaround

Her:Hekickedmecontinuously..keptonhittingmeignoringmycriesandtears.

Iwalkedmywaytoherandhelpedhersitdown

Her:Idon'tknowwhyhedidthisbutIthinkithassomethingtodowityourwife.

Me:Mywife?Who?

Her:Zweli

Me:Zweli?What?

Her:Ijustthinkyourwifeisindanger..Idon'tknowwhyIamtellingyouthisZwelimight

probablykillmebutyourwifeiswithZweliandZwelimightdosomethingtoher

Me:WhywouldZweliwanttohurtmywife?

Her:Idon'tknow

Shewipedhertears

Her:Callher..Idon'twanttodiehealmostkilledme..heshouldn'tknowItoldyouthis.

Itookoutmyphone

Me:Hewon't

.

.

#Simi

Wegottoahospitalandwewalkedintothereceptionist.

Zweli:Hi..I'mlookingformyfatherDanNkosihewasadmittedafewhoursago

Thewomanpagedthrough

Her:DanNkosi..Ward9

Zwelilookedatmewitheyesred



Him:Stayhere!

Hewalkedaway.Iwenttositononeofthechairs.IlookedaroundlasttimeIwasinhospital

wasthedaytheyfoundmeinthathellholeandthiswasthesamehospital.Iburiedmyfacein

myhands.Idon'tknowwhatZweliwasplayingatbutIhavetogohomeKagisomustbeshit

worriedandIleftmyphoneathome.AftersomeminutesIsawZwelimakingmywaytomehe

lookeddifferentnowlikeamess.Helookedlikehehadbeencryingagain.Hecametomeand

grabbedmyhand

Me:Whathappened

Hekeptquietforawhileandwhenwegotoutheletgoofmeandleanedonthewalltouching

hisknees

Him:Myfatherisdead

Me:I'msorry

Ihadthisweirdfeeling,Iwasactuallyfeelingsadandsorryforhim.Hisshoulderswere

movingmeaninghewascrying.Ithoughtaboutgoinguptohimandcomforthimbutbythe

wayhefreakedoutthelasttimeItouchedhimIdecidednotto.Aftersomewhilehestoodup

straightandtookmyhandwestartedwalkingtothecar

Him:Weneedtoleave

Me:Why?

Him:Idon'twantmyfamilytoseeyou

Me:Why

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:Whoareyou?

Me:What?

Him:Whoareyou?

Me:Mi..

Him:No!Yourrealname

Me:I..Simi..Ithink

Him:Youthink?

Me:Idon'tremember

Him:Waitwhat?



Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:SirIlostmymemory..Idon'tknowwhoIamokay?Happy?

Heclosedhiseyes

Him:Reason?

Me:I..Idon'twanttotalkaboutitsir

Ilookedaway

Him:DoyouknowwhoIam?WhyIdon'twantmyfamilytoseeyou?

Me:Idon'twannahearit

Him:WellIwilltellyouanyways

Ilookedathim

Him:ReasonwhyIdon'twanttoyoutoseemyfamilyisbecausetheyknowyouasbeing

dead..theywillprobablyfreakoutiftheyseeyou..especiallymom.

Me:Whydidyoufreakoutwhenyousawme?DoIknowyou?Doyouknowme?

Heclosedhiseyes

Him:No..

Heopenedhiseyes

Him:Wedon'tknoweachotherMimi.It'sbetterthatway

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotin.Hewenttheothersideandgotin.Hestartedthecar

anddroveaway.Istoleafewglancesathim

Zweli:Whatareyouthinking

Isighed

Me:Youarelyingright?Youknowme..Isawthewayyoureactedwhenyousawme.You

knowme

Helookedatmeandbackattheroadandchuckled

Him:Idon'tknowyou

Me:Denyit..butIknowthatyouknowme.Whatarewedoingthen?whyareyouwithmein

thiscarandhowdoyouknowmyfullname?

Hesighed



Him:Yes..SimlindileNgcoboNkosiIknowyou

Ilookedathim

Him:ButIdon'twantyoutoknowme.Loosingyourmemoryseemslikethebestthingthat's

everhappenedtoyou.Youdon'thavetoknowaboutyourpast.Ithinkit'sbetteryoudon't

knowmebecause..

Helookedatme

Him:Iamamonster..andyoudon'twanttoknowthatmonsterinme.TheSimlindilefromthe

pastisdead.Iwantyoutoliveanewlifeawayfrommebecauseyouarebetteroffwithoutme.

Idon'twanttohurtyouanymore.

Helookedatmeandhiscarwasloosingcontrol

Me:Watchout!!

Helookedbackattheroadandsmiled

Zweli:Ican'tgetenoughofyourbeauty.IloveyouSimi...
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XolaniwasbackfromthebusinesstripandIwashappybecausehewillbeabletowatch

AmahleformewhileIgotowork.IwasalsohappythatIwillbegoingtowork,itjusttakesmy

mindoffthingsandthisSimisituationisnotsittingwithmewell.WhenIlefthomemymother

couldn'tstopcryingandIpromisedherIwillfindSiminomatterwhat.

ItookmybackandmycarkeysandwalkedtothedoorwhenIheardsomeonetalkingbehind

me

Xolani:Youdidn'teatbreakfast

Iturnedaround

Me:I'llodersomething

Hefoldedhisarms

Him:Idon'tknowwhyyouwouldwanttogotoworklookinglikethis



Me:Xolaniplease

Him:Babyyoudon'tlookfinejusttakesomefewdaysoff

Me:No!!

Ikeptquietforawhile

Me:I'msorry..I'mjust

Hecametomeandhuggedme

Him:Wewillfindher

Me:Ihopeso

Ibrokethehugandgottomycar.Isatonthecarseatandbangedmyheadonthewheel.I

tookmyhandbagandtookoutmyphone.IwenttothecontactsandscrolleddownuntilI

stoppedatmyPIStella.Icalledher

Itdidn'ttakelongforhertoanswer

Stella:Mrs.Khoza

Me:Stella

Her:WhatcanIdoforyou

Me:Iwantyoutofindsomeoneforme

Her:AnythingIcanstartwith?

Me:SimlindileNko..Ngcobo

Her:Isn'tthatyoursister?

Me:Yes

Shekeptquiet

Me:Stella?

Her:Isn'tshedead

Myhandformedintoafist

Me:Asknoquestionsandjustfindinformationformeokay?!

Her:Oh..uhmokayI'lltrymybest

Me:Thankyou



.

.

#Nikiwe

Hedraggedmeinandlockedthedoor.Hestartedfillingthewaterinthebathtub.Whenthe

waterwasfullhepulledmeandsatontopofthetoiletseat

Him:Getin

Hetookoffhisbelt

CryingIslowlystartedtakingoffmyclothes

Him:Whatareyoudoing?

Me:Ta..takingoffmy..myclothes

Him:DidIsayyoumustdothat?Nc..ncncyoudon'tlistenneh..Getin

IslowlystoodupandputmyleginthewaterbutIimmediatelytookitout,thewaterwasvery

hot

Me:Zwelithewaterisveryhot

Him:Nikiwegetin!

Me:Zweli

IfeltthebeltonmybackIscreamed.

Him:Youarewastingmyfuckentime!Getin

IputmyleginthewaterwhilebitingmyliptryingtoignoretheburningIwasfeeling.Iputmy

otherlegslowlyandZwelipushedmeinafellhittingtheedgeofthebathtub.Iquicklystood

upandjumpedoutthewaterwasveryveryhot.Ikneltdowninfrontofhim

Me:Zweliplease.Idon'tknowwhatIdidpleasedon'tkillmeIreallydon'tknowanything

(crying)

Hekeptquiet

Ilookedupandhehadhiseyesclosed

Me:ThinkofBandilepleasehedoesn'thavetosufferlikethisplease,thinkofyourson

Him:Shesaidthesameshit!

Ikeptquiet



Him:FirstitwasMbalithenSimiandnowyou..whatishappening?

Helookedatme

Him:Iburiedher!!Ikilledher!!Whyisshestillalive?

Hestoodupandwenttolookathimselfinthemirror

Him:Ireallythoughtshewasdead,Iwasfinallymovingon.Idon'tknowhowshemadeitbutI

sureknowsomeonehadhelpedher...butwho?

Helookedatmeforthelongesttime

Him:Youknowwhat?let'sbeathertoherowngame..shewantsrevengeI'llshowherrevenge.

I'llfinishwhatIstarted

Hepulledmeupandwewenttohisroom.Bandilewaspeacefullysleepingunawareofthe

thingsthatwerehappening

Hetookmyphone

Him:Unlockit

Itookitoutandunlockedit

Hetookitoutandstarteddoingsomething.Isawhimfrowning

Him:Simi..Mimi..Simi..Wtf?

Ilookedathim

Him:IsMimithesamegirlwhowantedthebursary?

Inoddedandhesmiled

Him:Callher

Hegavemethephone.WhatbusinessdoeshehavewithMimi?

.

.

#Simi

WedecidedtocontinuewitheatingdinnerwithoutthatguyandwewerenowwatchingTV

whenmyphonerang.ItookitanditwasNikiwe.

Me:Solate

Iansweredandputinonloudspeaker



Me:Hello

Iheardsomesniffing

Nikiwe:hi..Mimi

Me:Uhmhey

Her:I..uhmareyoubusy?

Me:Notreally

Her:WellI..Ineedtotalktoyou

Ikeptquiet

Her:Mimi?(sigh)IthoughtmaybeI..maybewecouldmeetupIneedtodiscusssomething

withyou.

Me:Uhwhen?

Her:Today..now

Me:Now?Isn'tittoolate?

Her:It'surgent

Shewasbusysniffing

Me:Areyouokay?

Her:Yes..just..Ineedtoseeyou

IlookedatKagisohenodded

Me:Okay

Her:So..atMr.Eat

Me:I'llmeetyouthere

ShehungupIlookedatthephone

Me:Ineverthoughtbusinesswomancouldbethisunprofessional..whathappenedto

appointments?

Kagiso:WellitsoundsimportantIthinkyoushouldgo

Me:It'slatethough..thisdoesn'tsoundright

Hestoodup.



Him:WellI'mcallingitanightbutyoushouldgo..

HewalkedawayIstoodupandtookmykeys.MaybeIshouldhearherout

**********

IgottotherestaurantandIsatdownwaitingforher.Thewaitercametome

Him:Ma'amcanIgetyouanything?

Me:Nothankyou..I'mwaitingforsomeone

Henoddedandwalkedaway.Iwaitingformorethan30minutesandIthoughttomyselfshe

wasnotgonnacomesoIstoodupandstartedwalkingtomycar.Someonetouchedmy

shoulderIturnedaround

Me:hi

Itwasthesamewaiter

Him:Simi?

Me:Uh..Mimi

Him:Oh..MimiIbelieveyouarewaitingforMrs.Nkosi

Me:YesIam

Him:Sheishere

Me:Ohreally?

him:Yeahsheiswaitingforyou..followyou

Ifollowedhimandwewenttoaplacethatwassurroundedbywalls.

Me:Uhmareweintherightplace?

Him:Yessheishere

HewalkedawayIwatchedhimashedisappeared

"Youwerealwaystrusting"

Ifreakedout

IlookedatthispersonanditwasMr.NkosiIwasconfusedNikiwewassupposedtobehere

notherhusband

Me:Mr.Nkosi?



Helaughed..Idon'tknowwhatwasfunnyaboutwhatIsaid

Him:Mr.Nkosi??Comeonwecandobetterthanthat

Ikeptquiet.Hecametomeandstartedsniffing

Him:Stillsmellgood..andlookgoodtoo

Ishifteduncomfortably..hewasactingstrange

Me:I..Ithoughtyourwifewasgonnabehere

Hekeptquiet.Helookedatmeforawhileandrubbedhisface

Him:Thisisnotreal!

Ilookedathimandhewasactingweirdtowardsmelikehewantsmethereandatthesame

timehedoesn't.Hefinallycametomeandgrabbedmyhandandstartedwalkingwithme

Me:Sirwhatareyoudoing

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:WhendiditgofromZwelitoMr.Nkosiandsir?

Me:Idon'twanttobedisrespectful

Hechuckled

Him:Howdidyouevenescape?IwassureyouweredeadImeantherewasnowayout..

Me:What?

Him:What?

Ikeptquiet.Hetookmyhandandwewalkedtohiscar.Heopenedthepassengerseatforme.

Him:Getin

Me:No,sirIhavemyowncar

Him:Simlindilegetin!!

Howdidheknowmyrealname?

IlookedathimandhelookedserioussoIgotin.Hegotinandclosedthedoorandstartedthe

car.

Helookedatme

Him:Youdon'tlookscared?



Me:AmIsupposedtobescared?

Hechuckledanddroveoff.

Ilookedathim,Idon'tthinkIwantabursaryfromhimanymore.NotformsomeonesorudeNo!
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HelookedatmeasIclosedthelaptop.IsatonthechairandglancedathimIhatethelookhe

wasgivingmeitwasnotthatnormallookthathegivesme.ItwasdifferentIdon'tknowhow

toexplainitbutIreallydidn'tlikeit

Me:Saysomething

Hekeptquiet

Him:Didyouknow?

Me:What?

Hecameandsatonthetableheleanedcloserourfaceswereinchesaway

Him:Didyoureallylooseyourmemoryoristhisjustpretence

Me:What?!!

Howcouldhethinklikethat

Me:Wh..KagisohowcouldyousaythatyouweretherewithmethatdayyouknowthatIhave

amnesiaIdon'trememberanythingKagiso...Idon'tevenknowmyownfamilynothing!!

Hestoodupandwenttostandatafardistanceandputhishandsinhispockets.

Him:IsawthelookyougavehimSimiI'mnotstupid

Istoodupandwenttohim

Me:WhyarewefightingaboutthisIdon'tlikeit

Helookeddeepintomyeyesasifsearchingmysoul

Him:Youstilllovehim?



Me:Who?

Him:IsawthewayyouwerelookingathimSimiIamnotstupid!

Me:HowcanIlovesomeonethatIdon'tremember?

Heleanedcloser

Him:Youtellme..howcanyoubeinlovewithsomeoneyoudon'tremember?

Me:I'mnotin..youknowwhatIdon'thavetimeforthisit'slateIamgoingtobed.

IwalkedoutandchangedintomyPJ'sandIgotinbedbutIcouldn'tsleepIhatethistension

betweenmeandhim.Iwalkedouttothestudyandhewasn'tthere.IsearchedforhimuntilI

foundhiminoneoftheguestroom.Ididn'tunderstandwhydidn'thecometobedinourroom..

IfeltlikecryingbutIheldmytearsandwentbacktosleepwithanachingheart.

..

IwokeupinthemorningIlookedtomysideandhewasn'tthere.Itookmypillowandsatup

straightburningmyheadintoit.Idon'tunderstandKagisoishejealous?insecureorparanoid?

Idon'tloveZweliImeanIhardlyknowhimwhywouldKagisothinklikethat?

Isighedandgotoutofbed.Imadethebed,woremygownandslippersIwentdownstairsand

hewastheredrinkingcoffeebusyonhislaptop.

Igotinthekitchenhedidn'tlookupIsighed

Me:Goodmorning

Him:Morning

Me:Areyouhungry?

Itookouttwobowls

Him:Ihadalreadyeaten

IlookedathimImeanit's7:00inthemorningwhenthehelldidheeat?Ijustsighedtookout

cerealandpouredtheminthebowlandpouredmilkalso.

Isatoppositehimandate.

Me:Youdidn'tcometobedlastnight.

Him:Isleptintheguestroom

Me:Why?

Him:NeededsomethingstosortoutIneedupsleeping



Me:Sortingthingsintheguestroom..reallyKagiso?

Heclosedthelaptopandlookedatme

Him:Whatdoyouwanttohere?ThatIdidn'tcomebackbecauseIwantedtobeawayfromyou?

ThenyesIwantedtobeawayfromyouSimibecauseGodknowwhatIwasgoingtodotoyou.

Me:BabyIdon'tunderstandwhatIdidtalktomeplease..please?

Hestoodup

Him:OnsecondthoughtsIwillhaveasandwich

HewalkedtothefridgeIstoodup

Me:IhatethistensionbetweenusIhateseeingusfighting

Him:Wenotfighting

Iwentuptohimandwrappedmyhandsaroundhim

Heremovedmyhandsandcarriedonwithwhathewasdoing

Me:Idon'tknowwhattodobecauseIdon'tknowwhyyouareangryIjustdon'tunderstand

Kagiso!IfyouwouldtalktomemaybeIwouldsolvethisthingbetweenusbutyouaremaking

thingsdifficultyouneedtotalktomeweneedcommunication!

Heturnedaround

Him:Ifyoudon'tleavemysightnowIwillbeforcedtoleave

Me:Whydoyouhavetobeabitchaboutitinsteadofsolvingthislikeadults!!

Heraidedhishandbutstoppedhalfway

Him:IhaveneverraisedahandatyouandIamnotgoingtostartnowbutIswearSimiIam

notgoingtoberesponsibleforwhatIamgoingtodotoyou

IhaveneverseenKagisothismadeverhewasboiling.HewasreallyangryifonlyIknewwhy

hewaslikethis.IhaveneverseenthissideofhimandIdon'tthinkIlikeitatall.

HewalkedoutandIheardthedoorthebangIsankonthechairandtearsfellout..

.

.

#Kagiso

YesterdaywhenSimicamebackwithZweliIwasgladshewasbackandsafebecausewhat



NikiwerevealedtomehowZwelitorturedherandalmostbeathertodeathjusttoconvince

SimitomeetupwithhimIwasreallyworriedaboutherlife.Thatlooktheyweregivingeach

otherIdidn'tlikeitatall.IsawthelookSimigaveZweli..SimiisinlovewithZweliandit

doesn'tgetbetterSimiismarriedtothatbastardshemightnotrememberZwelibutherlove

forhimissurfacingandIdon'tknowwhatwaswrongwithmeitjustmademeangryalot.I

loveSimiIloveheralotbutthedramathatfollowsheristoomuchbutbecauseIloveherI

chosetostickwithher.

IgottothegymandIstartedwiththeweightsandImovedtosomefewpunchesIwasreally

pissed,pissedforthefactthatSimiisinlovewitsomeoneelsewhohappenstobeher

husbandImeantheyarestilllegallymarried.WhenIammadpissedIchoosetoallmyanger

outingymbecauseIhaveangerissuesandIcan'tcontrolmyangerthatIcausedamageonce

Iraisemyhand.

WhileIwasthrowingsomepunchesagoddesscameinsightIstoppedwhatIwasdoingand

focusedonthehotblazinggoddessthatjustgotin.Shewaswearinggreyleggingsandsport

brawithwhitetalkieswithacapandabag.Shewenttothereceptionistsaidsomethingshe

flippedherhairinthemostsexywayIbitmylipasItriedtocontrolmyself.Sheturnedaround

andlookedatmydirectionIcouldn'tbelievemyeyesitwasBoipelomyfuckbuddyshewas

Goddamnhot.Shesmiledandwavedatmethatwasmycuetogotoher.Itookmysqueeze

bottleanddrankthenwalkeduptoher.

Me:Boipelo..fancyseeingyouhere

Shechuckled

Her:IcomehereeveryonceaweekIshouldsayit'sbeenawhileseeingyouinthegym

Me:WellyouknowIcomeherewhenit'snecessary.

Her:SomeonemadeyouangryIsee..

Isighed

Me:Soyouandgymhuh?

Shelaughed

Her:Igottamaintainthelook

Sheturnedaroundandherbuttwasfirmandrounditwasjustaturnonandherboobswereall

displayedinplaceallwaitingformetosuckthemout.

Me:Mmmmhyoustillgotit

Shechuckled

Her:Icouldneverlooseit..soIheardyoumarried



Igroaned

Me:Let'snotevengothere

Shelaughed

Her:Troubleinparadise?

Me:Youcouldsaythat

Shestartedwalkingaway

Me:Howaboutwegooutforlunch?

ShelookedbackandwinkedatmeandwalkedawayIbitmylipanddrankwaterinmy

squeezebottle.BoipeloremindsmeofthedayswhenIusedtobethewellknownwantedand

hotfuckboy.Thosewerethedays,ImissedthosedayswheremyhomiesandIwouldjustgo

outhavesomefunfuckaroundwithsomebitchesnotworryingaboutlifejustlivinginthe

moment.NowIamsettled,stuckinthemarriagestatuswhilemyfriendsgetdowntoit

enjoyinglife.IglancedatBoipelowhowaseffortlesslypickingsomeweightsIsmiledto

myself,itwon'thurthavingsomebitoffun.

.

.

#Nikiwe

IlookedathimashetoldmeeverythingfromimpregnatingSimitomarringhermakingher

dropout,healsotoldmeabouttheaffairSimihadwithLuyandatoZweliabusingherand

finallyburyingheraliveIcouldn'ttakeitanymoreIaskedhimtostopashetoldmeaboutthe

otherpeoplehekilledandthegirlshetortured.Ineverthoughtsomeonecouldbethiscruel

untilImetZweli.Hedidn'tshowanyremorseorhurtinhiseyesorvoiceheeventhreatened

methatifIweretotellanyoneaboutthishewouldkillmeandnoonewouldfindout.Ihaveto

keepmymouthshutIknowheisnotbluffingthere'salotofpeoplehekilledandhegotaway

withit.Idon'twanttobethenextvictimno!!

Igotupfromthebedimmediatelymymouthwideopenandmyeyespoppingout

Me:Zweliwhoareyou?

HecamecloserIsteppedback

Him:Baby

Me:Don't!Don'tbabymeZweli

Hestopped



Him:Nikiweplease..don'tdothis

IwalkedtomyclosetandItookmyminibagstartedshovingclothesin.WhenIwasdoneI

turnedaroundandZweliwasstandingbythedoorblockingmyway.Fearcreptin

Zweli:Babypleasedon'tdothisdon'tleavemeplease

Me:Don'tmakethisanymoredifficultmove!

Him:No.Nikiwebabyplease

Me:ZwelimovepleaseIdon'twanttofight

Him:OkayokayIwillseekhelpbabyIwilltakemypills,Iwillseeashrinkbabyforyoujust

don'twalkoutonme

Me:DoitforyourselfZwelinotme

Hesighed

Him:Willyoucomeback?Isthisjusttemporary?

Ithoughtaboutthatquestionforawhile

Me:Yes

Him:Thisisnotabreakuponanythinglikethat?

Me:NoIjustneedspace

Hesighedandcametome

Me:Stop!Don'tcomeanycloser!

Iwalkedoutandwentdownstairswithhimfollowingme.TherewasNancywithBandileIwent

uptoBandileandpickedhimup

Zweli:NoNikiweyoucan'ttakemysonawayfromme

Ihadn'trealisedhewasstandingrightbehindme

Me:HeisnotinagoodplacetobeZweliIpromiseIwillbringhimback

Zweli:NikiweIamnotgoingtoletyoutakemybaby!!

HisvoicewasfirmIputBandiledownhestartedcrying

Bandile:Mama..mama!!(crying)

HehadhishandsopentomesoIcanpickhimupIjustkissedhisforeheadandstarted

walkingaway.Hecrieslouder



Zweli:Nikiweyouarehurtinghim

Me:Zwelidon'tuseBandileonthis

Him:Hecansensethatyouareabouttoleavehimdon'tdothisplease

Me:Zweliplease

HesighedIhaveneverseenZwelithishurthiseyesshowed.Hehadthisothersideinhimthat

caresthatsoftsideinhimthathehardlyshows.Igotoutofthehousethesunwayoutitwas

like10:00nowIcouldkeepmytearsin.

IgotinthecarstarteditanddroveoutIdidn'tknoworcarewhereIwasgoingaslongasIam

farawayfromZweli.

IwasspeedinglikehellandmysoftsobsturnedintoloudcriesasIthoughtofthegoodtimesI

hadwithZweli.Thedayhemarriedmeandshowedmeunconditionallove.Wewereeven

planningonhavingababybutnoweverythingismessedupIdon'twannaIwashurtreally

hurt.

TothinkthatIwasseeingafuturewithhimmademereallyangry.

MytearswerejustcomingoutandtheywereblindingmeIkeptwipingthembutitmadeno

usemorefreshtearswouldreplacethewipedones.

IwasconsumedinmythoughtswhenIpassedaredlightandIheardaloudbang..atfirstI

thoughtIhadhitsomethinglikeabinoratirebutIheardpeoplescreamingandIknewIhad

bumpedintosomeone.IslowlymademywayoutofthecarandIreallyhitsomeoneitwasa

womanlayingflatonthegroundwithbloodcomingout.IquicklymademytoherandIturned

her.

WhenIsawherfaceIfroze

Me:Nonononono!!!

Icouldn'tbelievewhoIbumpedinto.Alleyeswerenowonmepeopleweresurroundingme

andsomewerecussingandshoutingatmeforpassingaredlight.

"TakehertothehospitalorIwillcalkanambulancealongwiththepolice!"Iheardsomeone

shoutingfromthecrowd.IquicklypickedherupandputherinthebackseatandIfortomy

seatanddroveofftothehospital

Me:NonoyoucannotdothistomeSimiyoucan't!!

Ilookedatherintherearviewmirrorshewasunconsciousandbleeding.

Me:NoSimiifyoudieZweliisgoingtokillmeplease!!

Iwasnowcryingandspeedingfordearlife



Me:OhhwhatwereyoudoingontheroadSimiwhywhywhy??!!!!!!!
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WeparkedinthedrivewayandheledthewayIwasblownawaybythishouseitwasjustso

bigithadagardenwithafountainandaswimmingpoolatthefrontitwasjustcrazy.Wegot

tothedoorandZweliopenedformeIgotin

"Wooow!"

Thewordsescapedmghouse.Iranmyhandsoneverythingitwasopenplanandthestairs

weretoolonggoingupIdon'tknowwheretheywereending.Thehousewasgoldandwhiteit

wasbeautiful.

Me:I'veneverseensomethinglikethisbefore

Zwelichuckledbehindme

Him:Ifyouhadn'tlostyourmemoryyouwouldnotbesotakenbythishouse.

Iturnedaround

Me:Areyoucrazy?..IcouldnevergetusedtosuchahouseevenifIwassaidtolivehere

Hesmiledandlookedaway.WhatIhadnoticedaboutZweliisthathedoesn'tlookmeinthe

eyefortoolongwhenhetalkstomeandheavoidstouchingmehisvoiceisalsouneasywhen

hetalkstome.

HeledhiswaytotheloungeandIfollowedhim.SurprisinglyIfoundKagisowithNikiweonthe

couchKagisolookedrelievedtoseemehecameandhuggedme

Him:IamsooosorryIletyououtinthemiddleofthenightIdon'tknowwhatIwouldhave

doneifsomethinghappenedtome

Ihuggedhimback

Me:I'mfinebabyIwasperfectlysafenothinghappenedtome

Ibrokethehug.IsawZweliwalkinguptoNikiwebutshemovedback

Zweli:Ba..Nikiweplease



Nikiwe:Stay..stayawayfrommeZweli

SheranupthestairsandIthoughttomyselfshewouldgettiredhalfwaybecausethosestairs

weretoomuch.

Kagiso:Ithinkweshouldgo

Me:Yeah...uhmZwelimycar

Kagiso:HeisZwelinow?

Zweli:Ihadyourcarbroughtbacktoyourhouseyoudon'thavetostressaboutit

Me:Thankyou..I

BeforeIcouldsayanythingKagisopulledmyarmandwestartedwalkingtothedoorwhenthe

dooropened.

Awomanwithtwogirlsandaguywhowaswaswithablondegirlcamein.Theroomwent

quietandeveryonefrozetheywerealllookingatmeitwasjustawkward

Girl1:OhmyGooood..

SheheldontothewallwhilefanningherfacewithherhandsandthewomanfaintedIheldon

toKagiso.Zwelicameandrantothewoman

Zweli:Mother!!

Hepickedherupeffortlesslyandhelookedatme

Zweli:IthinkyoushouldgoSimibeforeyoumakemorepeoplefaint

HewalkedawayIlookedattheguywhowaswiththeblondeandhisfacewaswrittenshock

andfearhealsohadtearsinhiseyes

Guy:Si..Simi

Ididn'tknowwhattodobecausetheywerestandingbythedoorIlookedatKagisohisface

wasblank

Girl2:No!!..youaredead..she..isdead!!!

Thegirlkeptpointingatmewhilebreathingheavilyandcryingandtheothergirlranout.

Me:Kagisogetmeoutofhere(whispering)

Heheldmyhandandwemadeourwaytothedoortheblondegirllookedattheguy.Theguy

haddreadlockshewashot

Guy:I..Si..You..



Kagiso:Wejustneedtogosoifyouwould

Theguymovedoutofthewayandwewalkedtothedoor.Itookalookattheguyandhewas

justtooshockedandhistearscouldn'tstopfallingIdon'tknowwhatwaswrongwithhim.

WewalkedoutandassoonaswegotintothecarKagisocouldn'tstopcussingIdidn'teven

askwhatwaswrongbecausewhenKagisogetsmadhegetsmad

Wegottothehouseandwegotinhejustwenttothebedroomandgotinbedwithoutsayinga

word

Istoodnexttohimandsighed

Me:Babywhat'swrong?talktomeplease.

Hekeptquietforawhilethenstoodup.Heswitchedonthelightandwalkeddownstairstohis

studyIfollowedhim.

Hegotinandsatdownopeninghislaptop.Hedidwhathewasdoingandturnedthelaptopto

mydirectionIshiftedmyeyestothescreenandreadthroughthosewords.Iwidenedmgeyes

andlookedatKagisohisfacewasblank

Me:IammarriedtoZweli??

.

.

#Luyanda

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIthinkIsawsomeonewholookedlikeSimi.Ididn'tknowhow

toreact..behappy,angry,relievedIjusthadmixedemotionsandquestionsthatIhadno

answersto.Imeanifsheisalivewherewasshethewholetwoyears?Whathappenedthatday?

Didwefalselyaccusemybrotherinthis?IneedtheanswersandtodayIwasgonnagetthe

answers.

WewereallsittingintheloungelookingatZweliitwasme,Sihle,Khanyi,Mother,Zweliand

Candice.

Zweli:I..Iknowthisisshockingand..

Me:Stopbeatingaroundthebushandfuckentelluswhatthehellhappenedbackthere!

CandicesqueezedmyhandIlookedathersheshookherhead.

Zweli:ManIwasshockedjustasyou

Istoopup

Me:Shockedbecausethepersonyoutriedtokillisalive?!!!



Candice:Luyi!!

Me:No!!NoCandiceweneedanswers..weallthoughtshewasdead!it'snotfaironusthe

peoplewholovedher.Thismonsteroverherewilltellusexactlywhatweneedtohere!

Khanyi:Idon'tunderstand..adeadpersonallofasuddenshowsupinourhouse

Sihle:Sheliedtoallofus!

Zwelibangedthetable

Zweli:Shutup!!Weyouallshutup..can'tyouseeyouarehurtingmom

IlookedoveratmymotherandshewascryingonthecouchshakingherheadIfeltmyheart

beingcutintoamillionpieces.Mymotherjustlosthishusbandandnowhehastogothrough

thisshewasluckyshedidn'tsufferaheartattack

Me:Thisisallyourfault!!!

IchargedatZweliandpunchedhimNikiweheldmeawaytogetherwithCandice.Ididn'tfight

themoffbecauseIknewIwasgoingtohurtthem.

Me:Iamgoingtokillyou,youhearme?IamgoingtokillyouwithmytwohandsZweli!!

IwalkedawaytomyroomwithCandicefollowingme.

Me:NotnowCandice!

Islammedthedoorandsankdownonthefloor.Itwasher..sheisalive!
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Ipickedupmyshirtfromthefloorandworeit.Ibentdowntowearmyshoeswhenshe

wrappedhertinyhandsaroundmywaist.Iremovedherhandsinirritation.

Me:IhavetogoBoipelo

Her:Can'tyoustayafewhours?wecanhaveashowertogetherandjustcuddle

Iworemyshoesandstoodup

Me:Ihavetogohomemywifemustbewaitingforme



Her:Funnyhowyoucaneffortlesslytalkaboutyourwifewhileyouwerefuckingme

Ilookedher

Me:Whyareyousoclingyallofasudden?Youneverusedtobelikethis.Whathappenedto

nostringsattached?

Shecametomeandputherhandsaroundmyneckandpeckedmylips.

Her:It'sbeenayearand7monthssinceIhaven'tseenyouImissedyou

Ilaughed

Me:Youhavebeencounting

Shelookeddown.Iliftedherchinandkissedhercheek

Me:Idon'tlikeseeingyousad,nowcheerupI'llcomeseeyoutomorrowwecancatchupon

stuff

Herfacelitup

Her:Really?

Inoddedandbitherlipsoftly

Me:NowIneedtogo

Her:Okay

ShesatonthebedwhilelookingatmeasItookmythingsandwalkedout.

Ibreathedoutandgotintomycar.IpassedinOceanBasketandboughtsomefoodbecauseI

knewSimiwon'tcook.

Igothomeparkedmycarandgotin.IputthefoodonthecounterandwalkedtomyroomI

expectedtofindSimiintheroomlookingallcutebutnoonewasthere,thebedwasmadeit

wasallclean.Simidoesn'tgooutmuchonlyifshegoestotheshopsonwhenwefight.I

sighedrememberingtheconversationwehadearlieron.

ItookaquickshowerIdidn'twanttostaylongasIhadafewdocumentstotakecareof.When

IwasdoneIwenttomystudytocheckmyemailsIwasn'tworkingforthewholeweek.

IcheckedmyemailsandwhenIwasdoneIwenttothekitchenIwashungry.Ilookedatmy

wristwatchanditwas13:00Ilefthome8:00orsomewherethereSimican'thavebeengone

forsolong.ItookmyphoneandcalledSimibutitsentmetovoicemail.Isighedandcarried

oneatingwhenmyphonerang.

IlookedatitanditwasNikiweIanswered.



Me:Mrs.Nkosi

Shewassniffing

Her:Kagiso

Me:Areyoucrying?

Her:I..no

Me:What'swrongisitZweliagain?

Her:Uhnoits..it'sSimi

Isighedweakly

Her:She..I'msorryKagisosheisinhospital

Ijumpedupimmediately

Me:What?!

Sheletoutasoftsob

Me:Whathappened?

Her:I..shewasranoveracar

Ikeptquietforawhile.IfeltmytearswantingtocomeoutIjustblinkedafewtimes

Me:Whichhospital?

ShetoldmeIdidn'twastetimeItookmycarkeysanddrovetothehospital.Iwenttothe

receptionistbutIsawNikiwesittingononeofthechairsIrusheduptoher.Shesawmeshe

rantomeandhuggedmetight.

Her:OhthankGodyouarehere..IhavebeentryingtocallyouIdidn'tknowwhattodo

Ibrokethehugandwipedhertears

Me:Howisshe?

Shelookeddown

Her:SheisbadlyinjuredKagisoIcan'tevenlookatherthisisallmyfault

Me:Nodon'ttalklikethatNikiweitwasnottourfaultitwasthepersonwhowasdrivingitwas

theirfaultsodon'tyou..

Ipaused



Me:Nikiwedidyou..

Sheletoutasob

Her:Itwasamistake..Ijumpedaredlightand..and..

Me:Youjumpedaredlight?!!WhothefuckjumpsaredlightlightNikiwe??!

IwasmadpissedIapproachedhershesteppedback.Istopped

Me:ForyoursakeIhopeyouprayshemakesitNikiweyoudon'twanttoseethemonsterin

me,IswearifsomethinghappenstoherIwillkillyouNikiwe,Zweliwon'tevengetthechance

youhearme?!

IwalkeduptoherandpulledherwithherT-shirt.

Me:LeavebeforeIdosomethingIwillregret

Her:Kagiso..

Me:Isaidleave!!

PeoplewerenowwatchingusIletgoofherandsheranout.IwalkedtowhereSimiwasandI

peakedthroughthedoorandshewastherewithmachinesaroundher.Ifeltahandonmy

shoulderIturnedarounditwasthedoctor

Me:Doctorhowismywife

Doc:I'msorrybutsheisnotdoingwellshehasbrokenbonesandherspinalcordisinjuredI

hopeshemakesit

Mytearsfell

Me:CanIseeher?

Doc:Ofcourse

WegotinandIwenttohershelookedreallybadthelasttimeshewasinhospitalwith

machinesaroundherwaswhenIhadfoundher.Isatonthechairandheldherhand.

Me:Baby?

Shedidn'tmoveshedidn'tgivemethatbeautifulsmileofhersItwaslikemyheartbeing

rippedoutofmybodyseeingherlikethat.

Me:Babyit'smeKagisoyourlove,thereasonwhywhyyoukeptholdingonwhenthewas

nothingtoholdonto.Babyit'smethepersonyoufellinlovewith,thepersonyoumarriedthe

loveofyourlovebabyIwantyoutofightforusfightforourlove.Comebackbabypleaseif

thisisGod'spunishmentforwhatIdidI'msorrySimiIdon'tdeservethisyoucan'tleaveme

babyplease.IneedyoutofightSimifightforus.



Ikissedhercheek.Iwipedmytearsandburiedmyfaceonthebed

.

.

#Mbali

IrushedinthehospitalandaskedtoseeSimi.MyPihadfoundherbutIheardshewasin

hospital.TheyledmetoherwardIgotintherewasaguysittingnexttohimhewascrying

becauseIheardsoftsobswhenIgotcloser.

Iwalkeduptothebedanditwasreallyheritwasmylittlesister.Asoftsobescapedmymouth

andtheguylookedatme.Hewascutewiththickeyebrowsandpinklips.Hiseyeswerered

Him:Whoareyou?

Iblinkedafewtimes

Me:She'smysister

Webothlookedather

Him:I'mherhusband,Kagiso

Inodded

Hestoodup

Him:I'llgiveyouspace

HewalkedoutIsatonthechairIreachedforherhandbutIstoppedmyself.Icouldn'ttouch

hermyhandswereshaking.

Me:I..Simiit'smeMbaliyoursister.Ithought..weallthoughtwelostyouwethoughtyoudied

Simi

Icriedlouder

Me:ButyoucamebackSimiwejustfoundyou,youcan'tleaveagainSimipleaseyoucan't.

Weloveyouandyouneedtowakeup,fightforthepeopleyouloveyoucan'tleaveusherelike

this.Momwashappywhensheheardthatyouarealive,howamIsupposedtotellheryouare

inhospitalwithallthesemachines?

Iheldherhand

Me:Iloveyoulittlesis..youarestrongyouwillgetthroughthisIknow.

Istoppedwhenshestartedmoving.Allofasuddenshestartedshakinguncontrollablyandthe

machinewasbeepingabnormallyandfaster.3nursesandadoctorcamerunninginIwasnow



panicking

Doc:She'shavingaseizer

Nurse:Ma'amyouneedtoleave

Me:NoIcan'tleavemysisterIjustfoundherno!

Ikeptfightingtwonursesheldmeandescortedmeout.

Iwatchedhershakingonthatbed

Me:No!!Letmein!!Ineedtoseehershecan'tleavemeno!!
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IslowlyopenedmyeyesasIfeltcoldhandsshakingme.Iliftedmyheadandthenursewas

lookingatmewithpity.IsatupstraightandlookedoveratSimishewasstillthesameno

movementnothing

Nurse:Shewillpullthroughyoujusthavetohavefaith

Me:Shehasgonethroughalot

Shesighed.

Her:Ithinkyoushouldgohomeit'slatenowandvisitinghoursareover

Me:No,I'llratherbehere.Sheneedsme

Her:YessirIknowthatbutatleastgohome,eatsomethingandhaveashower.Youcancome

backtomorrowstayforaslongasyouwantherebutfornowgohomehavesomerest.

IstoopupandkissedSimi'sforehead

Me:I'llbebacktomorrowtocheckuponyoubaby.Iloveyou.

Ilookedatthenurseshenodded.

Igotoutandwenttomycar.Iwentinandthetearsfloodingmyeyesmakingitdifficultforme

toseeclearly.IclosedmyeyesandleanedmyheadonthewheelasIletoutaloudsob.

AfteradealofcryingIstartedmycaranddroveoff.IfoundmyselfpassingmyhouseandI



wentstraighttotheflatswhereBoipelolives.Iparkedmycarnexttothegateandgotin.The

securitydidn'tgivemeahardtimesincetheyknowmeIwentupandknockedonthedoor.

IheardherscreamingthatsheiscomingafterawhileIheardsomeshufflingandsheopened

thedoor.AsifsheknewIwascomingshewaswearingabluebumshotthatrevealedhersexy

thighsandablackbraIpushedherinandsmashedmylipsonher.ShemoanedasIdeepened

thekiss.WeslowlymadeourwaytothebedIpushedherdownandgotontopofher

separatingherlegswithmyknee.

Her:Imissedyou

SheunzippedmyjeanandslidherhandinthemIgroanedassheplayedwithmyballs.Itook

ofhershortsandthrewthemdownasmyhandmadeit'swayintoherunderwear.Iplayedwith

herclitshemoanedasshegrabbedonmyshorthair.IfinallytookoffherpantyandIwent

downonherIsuckedherpunanilettingmytonguedancearoundhercakeasmyotherhand

rubbedherclit.ShemoanedandpushedmyheaddeeperIsqueezedherbreasts

Her:Ohhbaby..yesbaby...ahhhhh

AsshewasabouttocumIwentupandkissedherdeeply,IliftedherlegasItookofmypants

andmyboxers.IfleckedmyhipsandslammedinhershescreamedlouderIgroaned.....

.
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IfinishedmycerealIwentandputitinthesinkandImademywaytotheloungeXolaniwas

watchingsoccerwithAmahlesleepingonhislap.

Me:BabyI'mgoing

Him:Haveyoueaten?

Me:YesIjustatenowjustcerealI'llgrabsomethingonmywaytothehospitalI'mnotreally

hungry

Iwenttositnexttohimandkissedhischeekheouthishandonmythighandsqueezedit

Him:Wantmetogowithyou?

Me:No,Iwanttodothisalone.Iwanttofaceheralonebabyyouwillgowithmenexttime

Him:Therewon'tbenonexttimeshewillpullthroughandregainherlifeasthestrongSimiI

know

Me:Ihopeshedoes



HenoddedIstoodup

Me:LetmetakeAmahletobed

HenoddedIpickedherupandwenttoputherinbed.IgotoutkissedXolaniandgotintomy

caronmywaytothehospital.

IwentinherwardtherewasanurseinjectingherwithsomethingIgotin.Thenursesawme

shesmiledandmadeherwaytome

Her:MorningMrs.KhozaIhavebeenwaitingforyou

Igaveheraconfusedlook

Her:ThepatientwokeupthismorningandthefirstthingsheaskedwashersisterMbaliI

figuredshemeantyou

Mefacelitupandtearsformed

Me:Youmeanshewokeup?Mysisterwokeup?!

Shesmilednodding.Iputmyhandsonmymouthasasoftsobescapedmymouth.Thenurse

putherhandonmyshoulder

Her:Shewillwakeuphavefaithandkeeponprayingforyoursister

Shewalkedout.Imademywaytoherandsatonthechair.Iheldherhandandbrushedit

Me:Heylittlesis..Iamsohappytodaydoyouknowwhy?Theysaidyouwokeup,yesyoudidI

can'tbelieveyouwokeup.ActuallynoIdobelieveyouwokeupyouatestrongSimiandIknow

youwilleventuallygetoutofhereandregainyourshineagain.IloveyousisandIwillprayfor

youtogetthroughthisIjustfoundyouandIcannotlooseyouagainandIpromiseyouonce

youwakeupwewillbeinseparable

Ilaughed

Me:WhatamIsaying?Wehavealwaysbeenlikethat..wehavealwaysbeentogetherin

everythingwedo.IloveyoulastbornkamamaIloveyousomuch.

IstoodupandkissedherforeheadasIbrushedherhair.

ThedooropenedandIheardamalevoicearguingwithsomeoneIturnedaroundandIcouldn't

believemyeyes.HemademywaytomewithasmileImademywaytohimalsowemet

halfway.HecamewithhischildIdon'tknowwhathewasdoinghereandhowheknewSimi

wasinhospital

Me:Zweliwhatareyoudoinghere?

Him:IcametoseemywifeMbali



Ilaughed

Me:Yourwifehhu?Yeahthat'sfunny

HeignoredmeandwenttositonthechairIwassittingon.Bandilestartedtalkinginbaby

languageandZwelilaughed

Him:Youcan'thitonyourmomBandilethat'smywifewetalkingaboutsokeepyourcool

BandilesaidsomethingagaininbabytalkZwelichuckled

Him:Yesshewillwakeupwewillhaveicecreamtogetherjustme,youandmomokay.Now

givemesome

HeheldouthishandinafistandtheyfistbumpedIdon'twannalieitwaskindacuteBandile

wasveryadorablelookedmixedrace.

ZweliheldSimi'shandIfeltlikejumpingonhimandslaphim

Him:HeybabyIbroughtoursonhewantedtoseeyouSimi...

IclickedmytonguehelookedatmeIwalkedout.Zwelican'tjustshowupandplayhappy

familyasfarasIknowmyPItoldmeSimiishappilymarriedwithaguynamedKagisoso

Zwelican'tjustcomeandmessitup
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#Kagiso

Itookmycarkeysandwentoutasshefollowedme

Me:don'tyoueverpullthatstuntagainBoipelo

Sheheldontomyshirtandtriedtopullmeclosetoher

Her:IloveyouKagisookay?Idoreally..don'tyougetit?I'velovedyoueversince.Wecan

makethisworkbabywecan..

Iyankedmyhandandpushedhershefelldown

Me:There'snothingthatwecanmakeworkBoipeloIdon'tloveyouandprobablyneverwill,all

youevergoodatisopeningyourlegsforeveryguy.Youwillneverbeloved,youarejusta

whorewho..



BeforeIknewitsheslapped.There'snothingIhatemorethanawomanslappingme,it'sjust

puredisrespect.Iheldherhandandtwisteditshescreamed.

Me:IfyoueverdothatIwillhittheshitoutofyouandyouwillwishwenevermetdoyougetit?

ShekeptquietItwisteditharder

Her:Owwwyes..yesI'msorry!

Iletgoofherhandandstartedwalkingtomycar

Her:Areyouleavingmeforher?areyoureallyleavingmeforthatslut?!

IwasabouttoopenmydooruntilshecalledSimiaslut.Iturnedaround.Iwasnowpissed.I

pointedmyhandather

Me:FirstofallmeandyouhaveneverbeeninarelationshipsoI'mnotleavinganyonefor

anyone.Secondlydon'tyouevercallSimiaslutbecauseunlikeyoushehasdignity.Shewill

neverdegradeherselfandopenherlegsforeveryguyshemeets.Shehasabigloginheart

andtrustmewhenIsaysheisGoddamnprettier!ShehasthebeautyandthebrainssoyesI

chooseher.Ithasalwaysbeenherandwillalwaysbe.Withyouitwasonlysexandnothing

more.IwillneverlovesomeonelikeyouBoipeloIdon'tevenknowwhyIamfuckingwithyou

aftereverythingyouhavedonetomebackthem.Domeafavourandstaythehelloutofmy

life!

Igotinthecarandstartedit.Shebangedonthewindow.

Her:No!!Youcan'tdothistome..Iwillneverletyougo.ThisisnotoverKagiso!

Iignoredherandspedout.ShemustbeinsanethinkingIwillleaveSimiforher.Imeanwho

leavestheirbeautifulwell-manneredwifeforawhore?

WhatwasIeventhinkinghavinganaffaironSimi?She'soutthereinhospitalandIamfucking

alowlifewhore.IneedtostopwiththislifeI'mgrownnowandhaveawife.

.

.

#Nikiwe

Myphonerangforthe4thtimeIendedupswitchingmyphone.ItwasZweliandIwasnot

planningonansweringthecall.Whatpartof'Ineedspace'doesn'theunderstand?Iamunder

alotofstressandheistheleastofmyworries.ThoughImissedBandileIcan'tgobacktothat

house.

ItookthelotionandwalkedtothebedroomIwasonlyinawhitetowelaroundmybody.I

lotionedandIsatdownasIfelttearswantingtoform.Ihavetofixmylife.Ineedtogetup,

dustmyselfandfixmyfuckeduplifebecausetimedoesn'twaitforme.



ItookmyphoneandswitcheditonandIwasgladZweliwasn'tcallingagain.Iscrolleddown

thenumbersuntilIstoppedatmymother'snumbers.Ihesitatedfirst.Whatifshedoesn'tpick

up?Doesshestillhavemynumbers?WillshehangupandtellmehowIfailedthemandhow

deadIamtothem?Iwaswillingtotakethechance.Iwaswillingtodoanythingtoreconcile

withmyfamily.FamilymeanseverythingtomeandIneedtofixeverythingsinceI'mtheone

whomesseditup.Ipressedcallonhernumberanditrang

"Hello?"

Ifrozeasmymother'svoicesaidontheotherline.Shestillhadthesamevoiceandthesame

number.IwassomehowhopingshewouldstillhavemynumberbutwhatdidIexpectIwas

deadtothem.

Mom:Hello?WhoamItalkingto?

Tearsstreameddown.Idroppedthecall.Icouldn't..Icouldn'tdoit.

Me:Why??whymeGodwhyme!!!

.

.

#Simi

Nurse:Isthatall?

Ismiled

Me:YesthisisallIneedthankyou.

Shesmiledandwalkedout.ImustsaytheyaretreatingmewellinthishospitalbutIwasready

togohome.Iwasnevergoingtogetusedtoahospitalorevenlikeitforthatmatter.

IwastoldthecauseofmybeinghereinhospitalIwasinvolvedinacaraccidentbutIreally

don'trememberanythingaboutthat.MyjawlinewasstillpainfulsoIwasonlyabletoeat

bananaandstrawberries.

ThedooropenedIturnedmyheadandthesexyMr.himwalkedin.Icouldnevergetusedto

howhotandsexyheis.Fromthesexybodytothelips,fromthelipstotheeyesandthe

eyebrowsandtotopitallupwithacherry,hehasdonedreadlocks.Hewasjustonanother

levelofbeinghot.

Me:Luyanda

Hesmiledandcamecloser.

Luyanda:Soyouarealive?



Ichuckled

Me:Yeah..Iguessso

Hesatdown.Welookedateachothernotknowingwhattosay.Ibroketheeyecontactand

focusedonmybanana

Him:So..

Ilookedathimheclearedhisthroat

Me:So?

Hegroanedandgrabbedonhisdreadlockswhilelookingdown.Ibitmylip

Him:Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay.

Helookedupatme

Him:It'slikewhenI'mwithyouIgetlostforwords.

Ilaughed

Him:Itsoundscheesybut

Hesighedandstoopup.Hetookthetrayawayandsatontopofthebed.Heheldmyhands

lookingatmeintheeye

Him:DoyouknowhowhappyIam?Toknowthatyouarealiveislikethemostcraziestand

happiestfeelingIhaveeverfelt.Idon'tknowwhathappenedthatdaybutIreallydon'twantto

knowaslongasyouarealivethat'sallthatmatters.YousavedmydaythatnightandIwill

alwaysbegreatful.Youputyourlifeandyourson'slifeasideto..

Iputmyfingeronhisliptoshuthimup.Hekeptquiet.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Hekeptquietforawhile.HeleanedcloserandIfelthiscoldlipsonmine.Hesuckedonmy

lowerliphetastedgooditwaslikestrawberrieswithmint.Iheldontohisdreadlocksand

deepenedthekiss.Afterawhilehepulledoutbothcatchingourbreaths.

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

SomeoneclearedtheirthroatwebothturnedandIfeltliketheworldcouldjustsuckmeup

now.ItwasKagisoandhewasstandingbythedoorlookingatmethenatLuyandaandback

atme.SomehowIfeltbadIlookeddownhopinghehadn'tseenuskissing.
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#Luyanda

Me:Babypleasedon'tdothistome

Sheshookherheadlettingherhairhitherfaceastearsrolleddown

Her:YouloveherYandayoudo,stopdenyingitIknowyoudo.Isawthewayyoulookedather!

Isighed

Me:Candicelook,okayokayyes,yesIloveherbutI..

SheletoutasoftsobIfeltbadnow.Iheldhershouldersandwipedhertearsthenbroughther

tomyembrace

Her:WhyareyoudoingthistomeYanda?Youarehurtingme

Me:YouseethereasonwhyIdidn'twanttocomebacktoSouthAfrica?Nowmybeautifulwife

iscrying.

ShesniffedIslowlywalkedhertothebedwesatdownIbrushedherhairwipinghertearswith

myotherhand

Me:IloveyouCandiceIloveyouwillallIhave.Youhavemyheartbaby

Her:Butyoulovehertoo

Me:Iknow,IdoIdon'twannalieIloveherbutI'mwithyouright?Iloveyoubabymyheart

beatsforyou.Iwouldnevermessthisup.Iwouldnevermessourrelationshipforsomething

thatIknowisnotworthit.Iloveheryes,butIcouldneverlookatherthewayIlookatyou

Sheyankedmyhandsandstoodup

Her:Whyareyoulying?Youlovehermorethanyouloveme..amIright?

YesIwantedtosay,she'sright.IreallyloveSimiIwouldneverloveawomanthewayIloveher.

Idon'tseemyselfeverlovingawomanthewayIlovedher,sheownsmyheart.

Candice:Answerme!!

Sheshookme

Her:Youlovehermorethanyoulovemeright?Youdodon'tdenyityoudo!!



MytearswerenowfallingdownasIwatchedmyoneandonlywifebreakingdowninfrontme.

Me:Don'tdothistoyourselfCandicepleaseIloveyoubabyIreallyloveyou

SheletgoofmyhandandrantobathroomIranafterherandtriedtoopenthedoorbutitwas

locked

Ibangedonthedoorhard

Me:Candicebabypleaseopenthisdoor.Youarehurtingmeasmuchasyouarehurtingalso.I

loveyouCandiceIloveyoupleasedon'tdothistome,tous

Iheardhersniffingmeaningshewasleaningonthedoor.IlaidmyheadonthedoorasI

grabbedonmydreadlocks.

Me:EkisLiefvirjouCandiceassebliefmaakdiedeurop

InthemidstofourcriesandsadnessIheardherchucklingthatmademyheartmeltawide

smilecreptonmyfaceasIwentdown.Isatonthedoorwhilefacingthedoorslowlyand

gentlyhittingonit.Iheardherdoingthesameontheotherside.

Me:Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo

Me:Openthisdoor

Shelaughed

Her:No,Iloveitlikethis

Me:Please

Her:IfIopenthisdoorthatmeansIwillseeyourfaceandIwillcryagain

Me:Okaywipeyourtearsformebaby

Iheardsomesilencethenshesoftyhitthedoor

Her:Idid

Me:Okaynowrinseyouface

Iheardsomesilencethenthewaterrunning.IsmiledwidermywifewhomIlovewaslistening

tomeitwassosweet.

Shecamebackandhitthedoorsofty

Her:Idid



Ilaughed

Me:Didyoujustsitdownnow?

Shelaughed

Her:Yeah

Istoodup,walkedtotheclosetandtookoutashirt.Iwentbackandhitthedoorsoftly

Me:OkaynowIwantyoutoopenthedoorformeandgivemeabighug

Her:Yandayou..

Me:Youwon'tseemyfacetrustme

Her:Okay

Ihadtheshirtovermyheaditwascoveringmyface.Iheardthekeyturningandsheopened

andthrewherselfonmeIheldhertightandpickedherup.

Me:Thankyoubaby

Her:Forwhat?

Me:Forlisteningtome,itmeansalot

Her:ButIlistentoyoualways

Me:Ha.alet'snotlieyouneverlistentome

ShelaughedIjoinedherIwishIcouldsheherfacewithhereyestwinklingasshelaughed

Me:Iwanttokissyou

Her:Thatwouldmeanyouhavetotakeoffyourshirt?

Me:Yes

Her:ButIdon'twanttoseeyourface

Me:Okaygivemeapeckthroughthisshirt

IfeltherleaningclosertokissmeIquicklyremovedtheshirtandslammedmylipsonhers.

ShemoanedandheldmydreadlocksasweFrenchkissed.Shepulledoutandlookeddeepin

myeyesandIsawtearsforming.SadlyIquicklycoveredmyfacewiththeshirtbutshe

removedit.

Her:Thisistearsofjoybabybecauseyoulovemeandyouractionsspeaklouderthanwords.

Youtrulyloveme



ThatmademesohappyIpickedherupandspunheraroundshelaughed.Webothfelldown

onthecarpetIrolledoverandgotontopofher

Me:Youlooksobeautiful

Her:Youlooksohandsome

Me:Icouldjusteatyouupnow

Her:Ohhgrabme,eatme,serveyourselfmytigerI'myourmeal...grrrrrrrrryestigereatme

grrrrr

Ibitmylipmywomanwassocrazyandnaughtyitwassuchaturnon

.

.

#Nikiwe

IcheckedinthehotelandwenttomyroomandIimmediatelybrokedown.IfZwelifindsout

aboutthishewouldkillmewithouteventhinking.ObviouslyeveryonewouldthinkIwantedto

killSimitohaveZwelitomyself,let'snotevenlieZweliisstillinlovewithSimiIcanseeit.

ImissedmyBandilesomuch,eventhoughI'mnotherbiologicalmotherIviewBandileasmy

son.ItookmyphoneoutandswitcheditonIscrolleddownandIstoppedatNancyournanny.

Ipressedcallandputthephoneagainstmyearbitingmynailshopingshewouldpickupand

shedid

Her:Mrs.Nkosi

Ismiled

Me:Nancyhowareyou?

Her:Iamfinema'amandyou?

Me:I..I'llbeokay.LookIjustwanttotalktomysonpleaseImisshimsomuch

Her:I'msorrybutMr.Nkositookhimwiththeywenttothehospital

Me:Oh..okaythanksbye

Her:Bye

Idroppedthecallandjustcriedoutloud.Howdidmylifecometothis,Iwasjustthis

independent,respectedandwe'llknownbusinesswomanbutnowI'mbroken.

MyphonerangIcheckwhoitwasanditwasmyPAIthrewthephoneonthewall.



Me:Leavemealone!!!!

Idon'twanttogotoworkwithsomuchstressIhave.

ItookthepillowandsatdownonthefloorwithitonmylapasIrockedmyselfbackandforth.

ThesearethetimeswhenImissedmyparentsandsiblingbutIwasdeadtothem,the

disownedmesoIbasicallyhavemywork,ZweliandBandile

TearsfellasIthoughtofmybrokenlife...andnowIwasmarriedtomyhusbandfromhell.

.

.

#Simi

AllthesevoicesinmyheadwasjusttoomuchandIcouldn'ttakeitanymoreIcouldn't.

IwasinaroomeverythingwaswhiteandIwasstandingatthecentreoftheroomlooking

aroundandturningmyfacetothedirectionofthevoices.ItfeltlikeIwasrootedtowhereI

wasstandingbecauseIcouldn'tmovemylegs.AllthevoicewentawayIlookedaround

Me:Helpme!!!

IscreamedbutmyvoicemadeechoesandIknewIwasalone.Isankdowntothefloor

defeatedasIheldmylegstightlytomychestandIrockedmyself

Me:Ijustwanttogohome

Allofasuddentheroomwentdarkeverythingwasblack.KnowingmeI'mafraidofthedarkso

IstartedpanickingandthosevoicescamebackIblockedmyearswithmyhands

Me:Goaway!!!!!

"Simlindile..Simlindile..ThuliSimlindileNgcobo.."

Ilookedaroundbutitwasallblack.

Me:Helpme!!Somebodyplease

"Simlindile..."

Me:Willyoustop!!stop!!

"Standupchild,standupandwalk..."

IfeltmyselfbeingliftedupandIwasfloatingintheair.Ifeltlighter.IslowlywentdownandI

wasonthefloor,IliftedmyleganditmovedItriedwalkingandIcouldwalk



Me:ThankGod

ItriedwalkingaroundlocatingtheexitbutitwaslikeIwasinaroomwithnowallsIwas

trapped

Me:Letmeout!!

ThevoicecamebackagainIcoveredmyearsbutIcouldstillhearthatsweet,heavenlyvoice

"Don'trunawayfromthepastSimi..don'trunnomore.Listentothevoices..Onevoiceata

time."

Me:No!!Makethemgoaway.

"It'stimetoregainyourlife,it'stimeyoushineyourlightagain.It'stimetofightforwhatyou

believeinSimi.Youarestorythanyouthink.Listenmychild,listentothevoicesandtake

charge!!!"

IslowlyremovedmyhandsfrommyearsbutthevoicesweretoomuchandtooloudbutItried

mybest.IwalkedaroundIdon'tknowwhatIwasdoingbutIstartedwalkingaroundfollowing

everyvoiceuntilIheardasweetvoicebehindmeIturnedaroundandtherewasabrightlight

andimagewereshowninsidetheballoflight.Ileanedclosertolook

"Simlindilecallyoursisterit'stimefordinner"

"Yesmom"

Isawthegirldroppingallthestonesshewasplayingwithandrantocallhersisterherhips

swayingfromsidetoside.Isawhergoingtoanothergirlshestopped.

"Momiscallingus"

"OkayI'mcoming"

"NowMbali!"

Theothergirlrolledhereyesandtheybothrantothehouseswayingtheirhipsfromsideto

side.TheballoflightdisappearedandIsawanotheronewiththecornerofmyeyesIwalked

toitandlooked.

"ButZweliIhavetogobeforemomnotices"

Therewasaguyshewasholdingthegirl'swaistasthegirltriedtobreakthroughhisembrace

"ComeonSimionemorekiss"Theguysaid

"ButZwelitomorrowIamwritingatestIdidn'tevenstudy"

Theballdisappearedandthistimetheroomwasfilledwithsomanydifferentballsoflightand

thistimeitwasdifferentcolorsfromwhitetoorangetopurpleandtoblue.Thewhiteones



lookedverypeacefulIwalkedaroundandbumpedintoablueballoflight.Ileanedcloserand

lookedatit.

Therewasapregnantwomanwithamantheywerewashingdishes.

"Ididn'tmarryyouanddropoutofschooltobegoingthroughthisthisshitwithyou"

Thewomanthrewtheclothatthemanandwalkedaway.Theballoflightstartedshakingand

itturnedblackthenitburst.

ConfusedIstartedwalkingaroundandIstoppedateachballandlooked

"IloveyouZwelibanziandyesIwillmarryyouyesyesyes."Theballwasblackanditburst.

.

"DadIamsosorryIknowyouaredisappointed"Theballwaswhiteitstartedfloatingintheair.

.

"Iamgoingtoaskyouonelasttime,whoareyou?"

"Luyandaisthename"

"Areyoulost?"Theguylaughed.ThisbalkwasdifferentitwasredItouchedititturnedblue

thenpurplethenblackitwasabouttoburstwhenIsawthetwopeopleinaroomkissingthen

theballturnedwhiteanditstartedfloatingintheair.

IlookedaroundtheroomandtherewasonlyleftwithblueandblackballsoflightandIfelt

painandheavinessonthefloor.

"Zwelistopplease(screaming)"

.

"Zwelidon'tkillmepleasethinkofourson"

.

"ZwelipleasehowwillyoutellBandilethatyoukilledhermother?"

.

"Yourhusbandisfromhell!!Heisnothuman"

.

"IhateyouZweli!"

Allthoseblackandblueballsburstandallthewhiteonescamedownandburstonme



releasingpinkglitterthatfellonme.TheroomwentwhiteagainandIsawmirrorsaroundandI

wasthere.WhenIwassmall,whenIwasgraduating,whenIwasgettingmarried,whenIwas

beingbeatenup,whenIwasbeingburiedalive,whenIwasinhospital.Istoppedattheone

whereIwasinhospitalandaforcewaspushingmetoit.IwaspushedacrosstheroomandI

slammedinthemirror.

**********

Beep..beep..beep..beep..beep

Iheardafamiliarsound.ItriedopeningmyeyesslowlyandIdidbutwasmetbyalight

blindingmeIhismyeyeswithmyhandsandblinkedalittle.IslowlyopenedmyeyesfullyI

lookedaroundandIwasinhospital.ItriedsittingupbutIcausedpaintomybodyIhad

bandageseverywhere.MyvisionwasstillblurrybutIcouldseetwopeoplearguingatmyside

"Zwelijustgowedon'tneedyouhere."

"She'smywifeIhavetoseeher"

TheycontinuedarguingnotnoticingIwasawake.ItriedtalkingbutmyvoiceraisednowordI

clearedmythroatandIthinkthatwasenoughforthemtonoticeme.TheyturnedaroundandI

wasmetbytheireyes.Thefirstpersonmyeyeslandedtowasthedevil,themonster,the

personwhotriedtokillme.Ifeltmyselfnotbeingabletobreathaswelookedateachother.I

lookedoverandIsawMbalishehadtearsinherfaceshecametome

Her:Ohmywordyouareawake

ShetriedhuggingmeIscreamed

Me:Don'ttouchmedon'ttouchme!!

IsawhurtinhereyesbutIdidn'tcaresheleftmeIhateher

Me:IhateyouMbaliIhateyougoaway!!

ShesteppedbackcryingIlookedoveratZweliandmyeyeslandedonmysonBandile

Me:Myson..

Ismiled

Me:Iwantmyson..Zwelibringmyson!!!!

ZwelistartedwalkingtowardsmeIscreamed

Me:NogetawayfrommeIonlywantmyson!!Iwantmyson!!

Threedoctorscameintheyheldme

Doc1:Sedateher



ItriedfightingthemoffandscreamingasIsawZweligoingoutwithBandile

Me:Noheisgoingtokillmeson..Iwa
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#Simi

TheatmosphereinthisroomwassotenseIdidn'tknowwhattodo.

IclearedmythroatKagisowalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindhim.Ihadn'trealizedthatI

waskeepingmybreathuntilIbreathedout.Luyandalookedatme.

Me:Don'tlookatmelikethat

Him:Whowasthat?

Me:Myhus..myboyfriend

Helookedawayandbackatme

Him:Youweresoquickinmovingon

Ilookedathisweddingwristbandandhisring

Me:Sayssomeonewhoismarried

Hesatdownandkissedmycheeks

Him:Itwasnotsupposedtobelikethis..

Ilookedathim

Him:Iwasreadytostartanewlife..anewstartwithyou..

Me:Luyandaplease..don't.

Him:Tellmehow..tellmehowamIsupposedtoleaveandactlikeIdon'tfeelsomethingfor

you?tellmehowamIsupposedto?

Ilookedaway

Me:Youaremarriedand..andI..

Hestoodup



Him:I..Ishouldprobablygo

hestartedwalkingaway

Me:Luyanda!

HeignoredmeandgotoutIsighed.AfterafewminutesKagisogotbackin.

Hestoodthereandlookedatmeforawhileandshookhishead.Hecametositonthebed

Him:Whowasthat?

Me:Noone

Him:Wecan'tbekissinganoonenowcan'twe?

Ikeptquiet

Him:IcomeherehopingtofindmywifewaitingformetotakeherhomebutthenIwalkinto

myownwifekissinganotherman!(shouting)

Ilookedathim,Kagisohasneverraisedhisvoiceatme..ever!

Me:Kagiso..

Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenthedoctorwalkedin

KagisostoodupandwenttostandatafardistanceIjustshookmyheadlookingdown.

Doc:Arethepillshelpingyou?

Me:YesdocIthinktheyare,myheadisfinenow

Hesmiled

Heputhisnotebookaway

Him:Iwillsetupanappointmentwiththephysiotherapyforyouifyoureallywantone

Me:Ido..

Kagiso:Physiotherapy..forwhat?

ThedoctorlookedatKagiso

Doc:Sheisparalyzedfromthewaistdown..it's..

Me:MeaningIcan'twalk

Kagiso:Areyousuddenlythedoctornow?



Ikeptquietthedoctorclearedhisthroat

Doc:AsIwassayingshewillhavetoseeaphysiotherapistifshewantstoseeherselfwalking

again..weshouldbegladit'snotpermanent.There'shopethatshecanstillwalk

Kagisokeptquietforawhiletryingtoletthisregistertohim.Heclearedhisthroat.

Kagiso:I..Iwillmakesuresheseesone.

Doc:Verywell..SheisthenallowedtogohomeIdon'tseeanythingkeepingherhereIamsure

youaredyingtogohome

Ichuckled

Me:AsmuchasIenjoyedmyselfhere..

Thedoctorlaughed

Doc:Let'snotlietoourselves

WelaughedKagisoclearedhisthroat.Ireallyhatehisinsecuritiesit'slikehedoesn'ttrustme.

Kagiso:SowhenamIsigningthedischargepapers?

Doc:I'llfetchthedischargepapersnow

Hewalkedout.Therewasabitofawkwardsilenceforafewminutes

Kagiso:So..uhm..youcan'twalk?

Hechuckled

Him:Funnyhowyouwereabletokisssomeonewhenyouclearlycan'tmove!

Me:Funnyhowwedon'tneedlegstokisswhenallittakesisourhandsandlips!

Idon'tknowwherethatcamefrom.

Isawhishandsformingafist.Kagisohasalwayshadangerissuesbuthewasabletocontrol

it.

Thedoctorwalkedinwiththeformsandawheelchair.

Kagisosignedandtheyhelpedmegetonthewheelchair.Idon'twannalieI'mnotlooking

forwardtothedayswhereIwillbestuckinthiswheelchairwholedaydependingonsomeone

todothingsmostofthetime.

Kagiso:Readytogohome?

Inoddedhekissedme.Hethenpulledback



Him:Let'sgohome

Isighedhewheeledmeout

.

.

#Nikiwe

Iclosedmylaptopandtookoffmyglassesrubbingmyeyesalittle.Ihaven'thadsleepthe

wholedayIkeptmyselfbusywithworkanddocumentsastonotthinkalot.YesterdayIcalled

mymomforthesecondtimeandIdecidedtotalktoherandgiveitatry.Iwasreallyshocked

whenIsheconfirmedthatmyfatherwasdeadandmymotherandsiblingswerestruggling

financially.ItoldmymomIwouldsendmoneyIdidsend50000homeandshewasreally

happysheevensaidIcouldcomevisit.Knowingthatmyfamilywantsmetoconebackhome

andfixthingsliftedaloadoffmyshoulders.IlostmydadbutIdon'twannaloosemymom

andsiblings.Iwaslookingforwardtoseemymotherafter3years.

IwasdisturbedbymyphoneringingIcheckeditwasZweli.Hehasbeencallingmewholeday

Ireallydon'twantanythingtodowithZweliIwasdoneIevenhaddivorcepaperswithmeI

wasjustlookingfortherighttimetohandthemtohim.KnowingZwelithereisnorighttimeto

dothisbutIhadtoformetobefreefromhisabusiveself.Ipickedupthephoneandanswered

Me:Zweli?

Him:Nikiwepleasedon'thangupI..

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Pleaseopenthedoor

IlookedatthedoorandIheardsofthandsknockingonthere

Him:PleaseI'mwithBandileandhemissesyou

Thiswassowrong,ZweliisusingBandiletogettome

Me:Uhmokay

IhungupandwenttounlockBandilecamecrawlinginIpickedhimupswinginghimaround

Bandile:Mama!!mama!!mama!!

HeslappedmeonmycheekswhileshoutingIlaughed

Me:Imissedyoubaby

IputhimdownhecrawledhiswaytoZweli.Iwaswonderingwhenhewasgoingtostart

walking.Zwelipickedhimup.



Zweli:hi

Me:Howdidyoufindme?

Him:Ihavemyways

Iexhaled

Me:Whatdoyouwant?

Him:Iwantyoutocomebackhome

Me:Zweliwetalkedaboutthis..Ineedspace

Him:NoNikiwejustcomebackhomepleasewereallymissyou.Ihavestartedtakingmypills..

IseeashrinkbabyIjustwanteverythingtogetbacktohowtheyusedtobe

Iwenttositonthebedandsighed

Me:HowsureamIthatwhathappenedwon'thappenagain?

HeputBandiledownandcametokneelinfrontofme

Him:Ican'tguaranteeyouthatIhavecompletelychangedbutIamwillingtodoitforus.Ilove

youandIdon'twanttolooseyouNikiwe..

HekissedmeIpulledback

Him:Please..

Me:OnemorechanceZweli..Onemorechanceandifyoumessup

Him:Iwon'tbabyIswearIwon't

Hepulledmecloserandkissedme.Imissedhim,Imissedhislipsagainstmine.Wewere

disturbedbysomethingfallingandBandilecrying.Welookedathimandthelaptophadfallen

onhisleg

Welaughed

Me:Whatareyoudoinginmommy'sthings?

Bandile:Dada!!Dada!!(crying)

Zweliwenttohim.HeremovedthelaptopandashewaspickingBandileupthedivorcepapers

fellfromthatsmalltableIquicklystoodupbutZwelihadalreadyseenthem.Ifrozeasheread

throughthepapers.Heslowlyturnedtolookatme

Him:Nikiwewhatisthis?



Iswallowed

.

.

#Simi

Heopenedthedoorandcamebacktowheelmein.ThehousewasthewayIleftit.

Me:IthoughtIwouldfindmyhouseupsidedown

Hechuckled

Him:I'maverycleanman

Me:Isee

Him:Sowhatwouldyouliketoeat

Me:Nothingcomplicated..maybenoodles

Hewheeledmetothekitchen

Him:Noodlescomingrightup!

Ismiled

Me:Kagiso?

Him:mmh?

Me:Souhm..it'sbeen..uhm..

Heturnedaround

Me:I..youknow..sincewe've..I

Helookedatme.Idon'tknowhowtoputthis

Me:Souhmit'sbeen2yearsnowandI..Ihaven'tmetyourfamily

Hedroppedthebowl
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#Nikiwe

Me:I..

Zweli:Isaidwhatisthis?Wereyouplanningondivorcingme?

IguessIwasexpectingthosecoldandevileyes..Iwasexpectinghimtostranglemeandkick

metillIdon'tmoveanymorebuthiseyesshowedhurt..hewashurt

Me:ZweliIwasn'tgoingtodivorceyou,wellnotuntilnowIamwillingtogiveusasecond

chance.

Helookedatmeforawhilethenbackatthepaper

Him:Doyouwantadivorce

Thatshockme..doIreallywantadivorceornot?

IloveZwelithere'snodoubtinthatIamreallyinlovewithhimbutatthesametimeIfeellike

beingwithhimislikesendingmyselftothegrave.Zweliisbipolarandanabusivebastardbut

whatIloveabouthimisthathrnevercheatsonyou..henevergivesyouareasontonottrust

himandhealsolovealikethere'snootherday.

Me:No.Iloveyouandwewillgetthroughthistogether.Wewillseeashrink,wewilltakeour

pillsandwewillalsostartvisitingamarriagecounselor.

Hesmiled

Him:Anythingtogetyouback.Comehere?

Iwalkedtohimandhehuggedmeandbrushedmyhair.Hebrokethehugbutwewerestill

close.

Him:Iwanttopromiseyousomething

Me:What?

Him:IwillneverlaymyhandonyouIgiveyoumyword.Iwillneverhityouagain.

HebrushedmycheekIfakedasmile.Ididn'tknowwhethertobelievehim.

IfeltsofthandsonmylegsIlookeddownandpickedhimup.Bandilewasverycutenolie

Me:Heylittleboy

Hehidhisfacewithhishands

Bandile:Eyyomama

Ichuckled



Zweli:Pictureperfect

Ismiledathim

Me:Ilovehimsomuch..Ilovehimlikemyownson

Hecametousandpulledmecloser

Him:Youarehismother

Me:Whatabouthisrealmother?

Him:Let'snotgothere

Zwelidoesn'twanttotellmewhoBandile'srealmotherIbutIdon'twanttopushitsoIletit

slide

Him:Let'sgohome

Me:Okay

Ipackedmyclothesandtookeverythingofminewecheckedoutandwalkedtohiscar.Iput

Bandileinhiscarseatandwenttositatthefront.Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Him:Souhm..myfamilyisintown

Iturnedandlookedathim

Me:Intown?forwhat?

Helookedatmeandbackattheroad

Him:It'smyfather'sfun..fu..fune..

Me:Ohyeahuhmyoumeanyourfather'sfuneral?

Hewipedhisface

Him:Yeah,that

Icanseethathisfather'sdeathisreallyaffectinghim.HeistryinghardtoactstrongbutIcan

seerightthroughhimthatheisbreaking.Hedidn'treallyhaveacloseandhealthyrelationship

withhisfatherbuthey,whenyouparentisgonethat'sveryhardtocomprehend.

Iheldhishand

Me:I'msorry

Him:It'sokay

Me:Whenisthefuneral?



Him:Tomorrow

Me:Soearly?

Him:Wejustwanttogetthisoveranddonewith.Imeanhe'snotcomingbackso?

HechuckledandIsawtearsfallinghequicklywipedthem.

IsighedwedroveinsilenceuntilwegothomeItookBandileouthewasnowsleepingIdon't

blamehimtheridewasverylong.ItookBandileandZwelitookmybagswewalkedinandwas

welcomebypeoplemakingnoiseinthelounge.Whenwereachedthereeveryonekeptquiet

andlookedatus.Zweli'smothercametome

Her:I'lltakehim

ShetookBandileandwentupstairswithher.Zweli'smotherandIdon'treallyhaveaclose

relationship.OncewhenIwastryingsohardtohaveadaughter-in-lawrelationshipwithher

shecomparedmetoapersonnamedSimisayingIwillneverbelikeher.Itwasthesamewith

ZweliwhenhewasangryontipsyhewouldsayhurtfulwordstomecomparemetoSimihe

wouldsometimesaskmetojustbeherforadaythatwasthehardestdaysofmymarriage

onlynowtofindoutthatthepersonIthoughtwasMimiisactuallythesameSimithatIwas

beingcomparedtoeveryday.NowthatsheisaliveandeveryoneknowsaboutthatIjustfeel

likeastrangerinmyownhome.Idon'tevenknowwhyZweliandIcan'tgotohishousemaybe

thatwayIcanbreath.KhanyiandSihlehavebeentreatingmelikehellespeciallyKhanyi.I

can'tsaythesameaboutLuyandaheisthesweetestofthemalleventhoughwedon'tknow

eachotherthatmuchhepermanentlylivesinNewYorknow.

IwasbroughtbacktorealitywhenZweliheldmywaistandwewenttositdown.Zweli'smom

camebackandtherewasdeadsilenceeverybodylookingateachotherandnottalkingthe

onlythingsthatweremakingnoisewasourpatternofbreathingandtheheartbeats.Zweli

brokethesilence

Him:Cansomeonetellmewhatisgoingonhere?

EveryoneturnedtoZweli'smom

Zweli'smom:I..IreceivedacallfromDan'ssideofthefamilyandthey..theywanthibody

broughtbackhome

Zweli:Wh..whatdoesthatmean?

Luyanda:TheywanthimtobeburiedinKZNwherehisfamilyis

Zwelistooduphelookedpissed

Zweli:What?!WhatfuckeryamIhearing?!

Zweli'smom:Zweli!!!



Zweli:Nomom,dadisnotgoinganywhere.Hewillbeburiedherewherehisfamilyisand

that'sfinal!!

Hewalkedawayandthenstopped

Him:andmom,ifyougoagainstmywordandburyhiminthatplaceIswearIwilldrivethere

dighimoutandbringhimbackheretoburyhimmyself!Dadisnotgoinganywhere!!!

Hewalkedoutweheardsomethingbreakinginthehallway.

Khanyi:TothinkthatZweliusedtohatedad

Zweli'smom:Don'tstart!

KhanyistoodupalongwithSihleandtheywalkedaway

Luyanda:Ithinkweshouldcallitanight.

Hestoodupwithhiswife

Candice:Arewegoinghomeorwestayinghere?

Luyanda:Ithinkweshouldstay,I'lltakeyouhometomorrow

Candice:Okay.GoodnightMrs.Nkosi

Zweli'smom:GoodnightCandice

Shewalkedaway.Luyandakissedhimmom'sforehead

Luyanda:Areyouokay

Zweli'smom:Iwillbe

Hecametomeandhuggedme

Him:IthinkyoushouldsleepintheguestroomZwelineedssomespace

Me:Okay

Hesmiledandwalkedout.Zweli'smomstoodupwalkedoutwithoutsayinganythingIsighed.

Istoodupandwalkedtotheguestroomandgetsomesleepbeforethefuneral.

.

.

#Kagiso

Ilookedathersleeping.Ibrushedherweaveoutofherfaceandkissedhercheek.Ilovethis

beautifulsoulIhavenevermetawomanlikeSimisheisjustdifferentIloveheralot.



WhenSimiaskedmeaboutmyparentsIcameupwithaliethattheyareoverseasandwillbe

backnextmonth.

IreceivedaverydisturbingcalltodayandIneedtogettothebottomofit.Ipulledthesheets

upandswitchedoffthelights.Itookmycarkeysandsetthealarmon.Iwalkedtomycar,got

inandstartedit.

IdrovetomymainmanTshepo.ThesecurityletmeinIparkedinthedrivewayandgotout.I

knockedonthedoorandafterawhileheopenedlookingfuckedupasever

Ichuckedheletmein

Me:Youlooklikehell,yourhouselookslikeatarven

Therewasbottlesofwineeverywhereandtakeawayseverywhere.

Iturnedtohim

Tshepo:ManI'mgoingthroughanemotionaldivorcerightnowit'skillingme

Me:Whathappened?

Him:SidechickshitmanIdon'tknowwhatthefuckIwasthinkingcheatingonmywifeand

lookwhereIamnow

IkeptquietforawhilethinkingabouttheBoipelosituationIwouldkillherifshemessesupmy

marriage.

Ihelpedhimcleanuphismessandthenwewenttotalkinhisstudy

Him:Sowhatyouhaveforme?

Itookoutmyphoneandshowedhimthecaller

Me:Iwantyoutofindwhothefuckeristhatiscallingmethreateningme.

Him:Itmighttakeawhile

Me:Iamwillingtowait.

Hetookouthislaptop

Him:FuckmanIwassleeping

Me:Onemorething..

Him:Shoot

Me:Ineedtwofakepassports



Hestopped

Him:Areyougoingbacktoyouroldways

Me:No,circumstancesbeyondmycontrolaretakingover

Him:Isyourpastcomingatyou?

Me:Ihatetosayitbutyes.

Iwipedmyface

Me:Simiisnoticingnow,Imeandudewhowouldn'twhenIdon'ttalkaboutmyfamily,no

parentsnosiblingsnothing

Him:Whydon'tyoujusttellherthetruth

Me:No!!Ican'triskit,shewillleaveme

Him:ShewillfindoutanywayKagisomanjusttellher.

Istoopupandpacedaround

Me:Justgetoutthosepassportsandweelopewegoawayfromhere,Ifeellikemypastis

intervening,it'sruiningeverything.

Him:Howdoesshefeelaboutgoingoverseas

Me:Whatdoessheknow?Shedoesn'thaveafuckenmemorysoshetechnicallydoesn'thave

afamilyinhereyes.WegooverseasIfindhobosorhomelessbitcheswegetthema

makeovermakingherbelievethat'smyrealfamilyandwegoodtogo.

Him:Thisshouldn'tbackfire

Me:Itwon't.Simimightbegrownbutshe'sstupidtonoticewhat'sgoingon.Getthose

passportsandweleaveSouthAfrica.
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#Nikiwe

It'sbeen3daysnowsinceweburiedDanNkosiandthingsathomearenotlookinggood.



Everythingandeveryoneisjustamess.

Sihleisdrinkingandpartyinghersorrowsawayeachandeverydayshecomesbackdrunk

she'sjustalostsoul.

Khanyiontheotherhandishavingtroubleswithherbabydaddyandshewantstogobackto

schoolandfinishhercourse,I'mgladshewantstomakesomethingofherself.

Zweli'smothercriesherselftosleepeverydayshedoesn'teatshedoesn'ttalkshehasbeen

lockingherselfinherroomsometimesitscaresuswhatifshedoessomethingtoherself?

Ican'tsaythesameaboutLuyandaandZwelitheyseemtonotbeaffectedbythisinanyway.

IputBandiledownashefinishedeatinghestumbledhiswaytohisfatherwhojustwalkedin.

Bandilehasgrownalotnowhehas4teethandheislearninghowtowalkholdingontothings

tryingsohardtorun.

Zweli:Heybigboy

Hepickedhimupandkissedhim

Him:Howhaveyoubeen?

BandilejustnoddedtheycametomeIstoodup.Zwelikissedmycheekandsatdownonthe

highchairinthekitchen.

Him:How'smywifedoing?

Me:I'mgoodandyou?

Him:Goodjusttired

Me:Youknowthatyoucanskipwork,Imeanyouareyourownbossnoonecanfireyou.

Hechuckled

Him:That'scheepcomingfromyou

Me:Hey!

Ipunchedhimontheshoulderhelaughed

Him:I'mgoingtotakeashowerwannajoinme?

HestoodupandputBandiledown.

Me:NoIalreadyhadabathandplusIwannaspendtimewithBandileyouknowhehasbeen

spendingtoomuchtimewiththenannywewouldnotwanthimtostartcallingthenanny

mommynowwouldwe?



Hechuckled

Him:Iwoulddie.Letmegoshowerokaythenwecanhavesomefamilytimeintheplayroom

Me:Okay

Hekissedmycheek.

Zwelihasbeensogoodtomeheseesashrinkhetakeshispillsandhekepthisword-it's

beenawhilesinceheraisedhisvoiceatmeandhedoesn'thitmeanymore.Wearehappyand

thatisjustwhatIneeded.

.

.

#Simi

IwheeledmyselftotheclosetIwantedsomethingnicetowearKagisowastakingmeout

todayIdon'tknowwherebuthesaidit'sahugesurprise.

ItookoutabluesleevesdresswithaslidopenatthebackIlaiditonthebedandlookedatit

forawhile.Ihatethis,IhatebeingdependantonsomeonetodosomethingwheneverIneed

somethingIhavetoasksomeonetodoitformesinceIcan'twalk.

JustintimemyphysiotherapistwalkedinKagisohashiredhertobemyhelperandalsomy

therapistsheliveswithusforthistimebeing.Shecametomesmiling.

Her:Iseeyouhavechosenyourdress

Me:YesI'mgoingbluetoday

Shepickeditupandlookedatit

Her:Ihavenodoubtthatyouwilllookgoodtoday

Ilookedaway

Her:What'swrong?

Me:Nothing

Shesighedandkneltdown.LethuandIhavebeenveryclosethesedayspastsosheknows

almosteverythingItellhereverything.

Her:SomethingiswrongIcantell

Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:Don'tyouseesomethingstrangeaboutKagiso?



Her:Somethingstrange,likewhat?

Me:He'sjustactingstrangelikehedoesn'tshowthatmuchinterestinmeanymore,hecomes

homelatehealwayshasalameexcuseIjustfeellikeIamloosinghim.Iamloosingmyman.

Shelookedatmeforawhile

Her:Ijustthinkyouarebeingparanoid.Kagisocomeshomelateyesandthat'sforagood

reason,hehastoworkandnowthathehasbeenpromotedhehasalotonhisplatejustgive

himtimeplustodayheistakingyououtthat'sabigsignisn'tit?

Me:Iguessso

Ifakedasmile

Her:GoodIwanttoseethatbeautifulsmileofyours.Nowletmeprepareabathforyou..

Shewalkedaway

Me:Lethu?

Sheturnedaround

Her:Yes?

Me:Have..haveyoucontactedhim?

Her:YesbuthisphoneisalwaysoffItriednumeroustimesI'msorry

ShegavemethatpityandsympatheticlookIsighed

Her:ButI'llneverstoptrying

Me:YouknowyoucanjustgivemethephoneandI'llcallhim

Her:YouknowKagisowouldkillme

Me:Okay

Shewalkedaway.

WehavebeentryingtocontactZwelinumeroustimesbuthisphoneisalwaysonvoicemailor

heneverpicksups.Ijustwanttotalktomysonthat'sallbutZweliisjustbeinghistypical

selfishself.

OncewetriedcallinghimKagisocaughtusIhadtocomeupwithagoodliebutheendedup

takingmyphonenowIcan'tcontactanyoneIambasicallyhisprisonernowhedoesn'teven

allowmetogoanywhere.WhenIaskhimwhyhekeepsonsayingthatit'snotsafeandallthat

nonsense.



Lethucameback

Her:Thewaterisready

Me:Okay

Shewheeledmetothebathroom.

Me:LethupleaseIjustwanttotryhimjustonce

Shekeptquietforawhile

Her:Okayjustonce

ShewentoutandcamebackwithherphoneItookitanddialedZweli'snumberbutitsentme

straighttovoicemailIshrugged.

IthoughtmaybeIshouldcallMbalibutIfoundmyselflaughing

Me:I'msostupid

Her:What'swrong?

Me:IhadeveryoneonspeeddialonmypreviousphonewhenIwasstilllivingwithZweliwhich

meansIdon'tknowanyone'snumberexceptmyownandZweli'snumber.

Her:Sowhowereyoutryingtocallnow?

Me:Mysister

Her:That'ssometechnologyfuckedupshit.

.

.

#Luyanda

Iparkedonthedrivewayandgotout.Ilockedmycarandmademywaytothedoor.Iknocked

butnooneopenedsoIdecidedtoletmyselfin.IwalkedinandIfoundeveryonealreadythere

mymomlookedbetterSihlewasalsobettershejusthadredpuffyeyesmeaningshehasbeen

cryingagain.

Me:SorryI'mlateIhadtodriveCandicehome

Mom:Aslongasyouarehereit'sfine.Wecanproceed

IsatdownnexttoSihle

Me:Howareyou?



Her:I'mjusttryingtocutdownwiththealcoholandjustacceptthatheisgone

Iheldherandbroughtherclosetome

Me:Iknowit'shard

Wewereallgatheredintheloungeforthereadingofmyfather'swillIcouldseeeveryonewas

eagertoknowwhatiswrittenthere.

Thelawyertookoutthepapers.

Her:Uhm...

Shelookedatthepapersandbackatusonebyone

Me:Issomethingwrong?

Her:Uhm..itlookslikesomeoneismissing

IlookedaroundandtherewasKhanyi,Sihle,mymom,ZweliandNikiwe.

Me:Everyoneishere

Her:There'ssixofyouandhereitssupposedtobesevenpeoplenamelyKhanyisileNkosi,

SpesihleNkosi,ZweliNkosi,NombuleloDubeNkosi,NikiweSkhosanaNkosi,LuyandaNkosi

andSimlindileThuliNgcoboNkosi

Me:What?!

WewereallshockedmyfatherneverknewthatSimiwasaliveheknewherasdead

Zweliclearedhisthroat

Zweli:Si..SimlindileNkosiunfortunatelycannotbewithussinceshe..shepassedon

Wealllookedathimlikewhat-the-fuck?Simiwasnotdeadweallknewthat

Mom:Uhm..Zweliisright.Isitmaybebecausemyhusbanddidn'trenewhiswill?

Lawyer:Yourlatehusbandrenewedhiswill6daysbeforehisdeathhepersonallycametome,

toldmethathehasfoundoutthathewasdyingandthathisdaughter-in-lawwhomhe

thoughtwasdeadisactuallyalive.

Zweli:HowthefuckdidhefindoutthatSimiwasalive?

Khanyi:Sowhatareyoutryingtosayhere?

Welookedatthelawyer

Her:Iamsayingthatwewillnotbereadingthiswilluntileveryoneispresent.SimlindileNkosi



isnotpresentsotherewon'tbeanyreadingofthewillwithouther.

Thiswassomefuckedupshit!
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#Nikiwe

IfinishedshoweringIcoveredmybodywithawhitetowelandwalkedtothebedroomIfound

ZwelionthephoneIstopped.

Zweli:Idon'thavetimetolistentoyourbullshitCarlson!!!.........weneedtoknowhowheknew

shewasalive........Idon'tpayyoutothinkyoubastard!!!!...yourlifedependsonit

unfortunately..

......Iwillbehearingfromyouin24hours.......Ihopeso.

Hedroppedthecallandthrewhimselfonthebed

Me:Whowasthat?

Helookedupandsmiled

Him:Nooneimportant

Helookedatmythighsandbithislip

Him:DidItellyouhowsexyyourbodylooks

Me:Noyouhaven't.

HegroanedIlaughed

Him:Wellyoulooksosexywiththattowelcoveringyourbodyyetexposingyoursexythighs

withthatwethairdrippingtoyourneck...mmmmmhthethingsIcoulddotoyou.

Ilaughed.Iwenttohimandsatontopofhim.

Iunbuttonedhisshirt

Me:Wellwecanstartbymakingslowpassionatelovewithyouplantingwetkissesonmy

preciousbody...

Him:Ilikethewayyouthink.



Ipushedhimdownonthebedandtookoffthetowel.Heranhishandsonmywetbodywhen

hegottomybreastshesqueezedthemImoaned.Ileanedoverandkissedhimdirectingmy

handintohispants.Isqueezedhisalreadyhardshafthegroaned.

HeflippedmeoverandgotontopofmeIlaughed

Him:What?

Me:IthoughtIwastakinglead

Him:Nottodaytiger

Ilaughedbutmylaughswerereplacedbyaloudmoanasheinsertedhisfinger

Me:Ohhhhhh!!!

.

.

#Simi

Lethu:YouneedtorestyourlegsSimiwecan'taffordtobegoingtobacktostepone.

Isatdownonthesofaandlaidmylegsonthetable.IwasdoinggoodprogressnowIwas

usingcrushesnotalwaysbutmostofthetimeandIwashappywiththeprogress.

Ismiled

Me:Iamgettingbetterbyday

Her:Andsoonyouwillbewalkingwithouthavingtoholdontothingsorusingcrushes.

Me:I'mglad

Shestoodup

Her:I'mmakingasandwichwouldyoulikeone?

Me:NoI'mnothungryjustgivemejuice

Her:Juiceforyouandsandwichformecomingrightup!!

Isighedandclosedmyeyes.ItwasnowthebeginningofDecemberIcouldn'twaitforJanuary

forregistrationsoIcangobacktostudy.

Iwasconsumedinmythoughtswhenthedoorbellrang.IwasabouttostandupwhenLethu

cameintotheroom

Her:NonoIwillgetthat..youstayrightthere.



Ichuckledasshewalkedtothedoor.IheardafemalevoiceandLethucameback

Me:Whowasthat?

Lethu:Someonewantstoseeyou

Me:Who

IlookedatthepersonwhowasgettinginanditwasMbaliIquicklystoodupbutIcausedpain

tomylegIthrewmyselfonthecouchscreaming

Lethu:Itoldyoutotakeiteasy..youdon'tlistenSimidoyou?

Iwasn'tconcentratingonwhatLethuwasdoingIwaslookingatMbaliwewerebothinthe

sameroombutitfeltlikewewereathousandmilesawayfromeachother.Thebondthatwe

sharedwasburiedunderallthathurt,anger,andbetrayal.

Lethu:IwantyoutotwistyourlegasIholditlikethis

Iwasn'tlisteningtoanythingshewassayingIwaslookingatmysister,mybigsister,the

personwhowassupposedtoprotectmefromtheevilsanddangersofthisworld,theperson

whowassupposedtoalwaysbetherewhenIneedher.

Me:Lethucanyou..canyougiveusaminuteplease

Lethu:Sure..okay

shestoodupandwalkedaway

Mbali:Hi

Me:hi

Shecameandsatoppositeme.Theonlythingthatwasseparatingusthistimewastheglass

table

Mbali:Iseeyouaregettingbetter

Me:I'mastronggirl,IshakebutInevercollapse

Shechuckled

Her:Thatwasyourfavouritequotesinceyouwerelittle

Me:Yeah..it'sjustasimplequotebutitcarriesalotofpowerandmeaning.

ShelookedatmeandIsawtearsforminginhereyes.Ifeltbadnow,allthethingsIsaidtoher

cameback.ThetimeswhenshetriedtotellmewhoZwelireallyisandshetriedtoprotectmeI

justpushedheraway.ShewasonlylookingoutformebutIthrewitallinherface



Me:I'msosorryMbaliforeverything

Shefannedherfacewithherhands

Her:Noit'snotyourfaultIjust..somethingwentintomyeye

Ishookmyhead

Me:It'sokaytocryMbali,crybecauseIhavebeenaverybadsistertoyou.Isaidhurtfuland

horriblethingsthatImyselfdon'tbelieveIactuallycouldsaythat.Ipushedyouawaywhenthe

onlythingyouweretryingtodoisprotectmeandsavemefromthatmonster.CryMbali

becauseIhavefailedus,Ihavefailedourparents

Wewerebothcryingnow.Shestoodupandsatnexttomewehuggedtightly.

Me:IamverysorrypleaseforgivemeIamtrulysorry

Her:Iamsorrytoo,IamsorryIgaveup,IamsorryIdidn'tpushyouandfightyouenoughto

leavehim.Forgiveme

Me:Iforgiveyou

Her:Iforgiveyoutoo

Shewipedmytears.

Her:Momwillbesohappytoseeyou,shehasbeentalkingaboutyousincethedayItoldher

youwerealive

Me:WasIeverdeadinthefirstplace

Her:Idoubt!

Webothlaughed.WewereinterruptedwhenLethucamein.

Lethu:Uhm..IamsorrytodisturbbutSimicanItalktoyou?

IlookedatMbali

Me:She'smysister..youcansaywhateveritisinfrontofher

Lethu:Oh..soIreceivedacallfrom..

Sheclearedherthroat

Her:Youknowwho..regardstotheba...

Me:Ohhyaaaah..Uhmexcuseme

IstoodupasIbalancewithmycrushesandtookthephone



Mbali:Areyouokaywiththosecrushes?

Me:YeahUhm..I'mfine

Iwalkedtothekitchenashecalledagain.Isaida5secondsprayerbeforeIanswered.I

answeredandkeptquietwaitingforhimtospeak

Zweli:Hello?

Iwantedtotalk,Iwantedtosaysomethingbutmythroatgotdry.IwaslostforwordsasIfelt

tearsonvergeoffallingoutoftheirsockets.MykneesweregettingweakandIwassweating.I

triedmybestnottoletoutasobasallthosehorriblethingsZwelididtomWcameback

Zweli:UhmIreceivedalotofyourmissedcallsmyphonewasoffthewholeweeksoIcalled

backwonderingwhohasbeencallingme..areyoustillthere?

IletoutasobanddroppedthecallasIsankdowntothefloor.Hearinghisvoicebroughtback

everything,thatmiserableanddarkplacewhereIdon'twannaseemyselfgoingbackto

ThephonerangagainIlookedatitanditwashimcalling.Ihadtogathermyselfandanswer,I

wasdoingthisformybabyIneedtoputmyfearsasideandthingofmysonwhoneedshis

realmothernow.IpickedupthecallasIwipedmytearsstillonthefloor

Zweliclearedhisthroatontheotherline

Zweli:Uh..Si..Simiisthatyou?

Howthehelldidheknow?

Me:I..yesit'sme

Iclosedmyeyes.Hekeptquietforawhilebeforeheanswered

Him:Whatdoyouwant?

Me:Ijust..

Ipaused

Him:Youjust?

Me:Ijustwanttotalktomyson

Hekeptquiet

Me:Zweli?

Him:Sonowyouknowthatyouhaveason?

Me:What?Don'tputthisonme..youknewverywellthatIhadlostmymemorythattimeifit



wasn'tforthatIwould'vecalledlongago

Hechuckled

Him:SonowwhatmustIdo?

Me:Iwantmysonbacknothingmoreplease,justgivememysonback!

Him:He'swithhismother

Mytearsfelldownbutjwasn'tgivingup

Me:Zweliplease

Him:Letmethinkaboutit

Me:Thereisnothingtothinkabout..givememysonback!

HeexhaledandtherewassilenceforawhileIeventhoughthehadhungupIbrieflylookedat

thescreenandhewasstillontheline.IputmyphonebackonmyearasIwaitedforhis

response

Him:Okay..youcancomeseeyourson

Me:Areyoucrazy?Iamnotcomingbacktothathouse..

Him:IwillneverhurtyoumyfamilywillbehereandIwillnevertouchyouinfrontofmywife.

Ikeptquietasthelaststatementplayedinmyhead"Iwillnevertouchyouinfrontofmywife".

ForsomereasonIfeltjealousandangry..IwasstillZweli'swife.

Me:Soyoucarethatmuchaboutyourwife?

Heclearedhisthroat

Him:Yes

Me:Doyoualsohitherlikeyouusedtohitme?

Him:CanwegobacktotheissueathandSimi?Areyoucomingorwhat?

Me:Tomorrow?

Him:Verywell

HehungupIlookedatthephoneIcouldn'tbelievethatjusthappened,Icouldn'tbelieveI

talkedtohimandstooduptohimlikethat.

"Whatareyoudoingonthefloor?"

IslowlyturnedandKagisowasstandingtherewithLethubehindhim



Me:I..Iwastryingtowalkand..

hesighedandcametopickmeup

Him:Itoldyoutotakeineasyonthosecrushes

AshewastakingmyhandthephoneslippedoutofmyhandItriedtogetholdofitbuthe

snatched

Helookedatme

Him:Didn'tIsayyouarenotallowedtohaveaphonewithyou?

Me:I..Ijustwantedtoorderpizza

Him:Don'tgivemethatlameexcuse

HewentthroughthephoneIbitmynailsasmykneeswentweakIlookedatLethushewas

alsoasscaredasIwas

Him:Zweli?

HelookedatmeIswearthelookhegavemecouldmakeanyonemessintheirpants

Him:WhydidyoucontactZweli?

IlookedatLethushewaslookingaway.Iswallowedhard,thiswasgoingtobealongday.
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Iwatchedherashereyesdancedaroundthekitchentryingbyallmeansnottolookatme.

Me:Simi?!!!!

Shejumpedandlookedatme.

Me:WhywereyoucallingZweli?didn'tImakemyselfclearthatyouarenotallowedtotouch

thisphoneunlessIsayso?

Sheslowlynodded

Me:SowhatwereyoudoingcallingZweli?



Her:I..Iwas..

Lethu:ItwasallmyfaultKagiso..Shewasins...

Me:ShutupLethu!!!!Iwasnottalkingtoyou.SimiIwillaskyouthisonce,whywere..

Simi:Iwastryingtotalktomysonokay?!!Ijustwanttotalktomyson

Istumbledbackandlookedatherinshock.Notonlydidsheraisehervoiceatme...butdid

shejustsayshehasason?

Me:What?

Simi:I'msorryIwentbehind...

Me:No,Imean,doyouhaveason?

Itcameoutasawhisper

Simi:Yes,that'swhatI'vebeentryingtotellyouKagisoIhaveasonandtheonlywayIcanget

tohimisthroughZwelibecauseZweliisthefatherofmyson.

ThatmomentIjustfeltlikeaknifejustcutthroughmyheart.InowrealizeZweliandSimiwill

alwaysbeineachother'slife's.IlookedathertoawhileandIcouldn'tlooseher.IknowI

couldn'tloosehertothatscumbag.

Me:Youarenotgoingthere

Shelookedatmelikesheneverexpectedmetosaythat

Simi:What?No!Youcan'tdothattome

Me:YouwentagainstmyrulesandIwillnotallowyoutoleavethishouse!

Simi:Doyoureallyexpectmetositherealldaylikeabloodyprisoneranddonothing

whatsoever?WellyouthoughtwrongbecauseIwillclearlynotbeyourprisonerandIwillnot

letyoustopmefromseeingmysonKagiso,never!

Iwasnowmadpissed,whodoesshethinksheistotalktomelikethat?Ilookedatherandall

Iwantedtodowasstrangleherlifeoutfordisrespectingmelikethat.Iwalkedclosertoher

shestartedmovingbackholdingontothecounter.Iwasabouttotakeonestepcloserwhen

someonesuddenlystoodinfrontofmeIjerkedmyhead

Me:Whatthefuck?

Her:Whatthefuck?whatthefuckhuh?whatthefuckareyoutryingtodotomysister?

Isteppedbackandlookedatthiswomanproperly

Me:Whoareyou?



Simi:She..she'smysister

Her:Ibelievewemet.Rememberme?Mbali...fromthehospital?

Ilookedather

Me:Idon'tremember

TheyallkeptquietIlookedatSimi

Me:YouarenotgoinganywhereSimiorelseI..

Mbali:Orelsewhat?

Ichuckled

Mbali:Youarenotabouttobullymysister..shehastherighttoseehersonandnooneinthus

roomwithstopherfromdoingthat.Iwillmakesurethatyougotojailifyoutrysomething

fishybecausemymanisamanoflawandIdoubthewouldtoleratethisbullyingyouare

doing.

IlookedatherandbackatSimi..thesetwoweretestingme.

Me:Alright..youcan..justgetoutofmysight

ThestartedwalkingawaybutthenSimi'ssisterstopped.

Her:Thephoneplease

Islowlygaveherthephone

Her:Nowifyouwouldexcuseusweareabouttogetourself'sreadytogoseemysister'sson.

IwatchedastheywalkawayandwhentheyfinallydisappearedIturnedtoLethuandslapped

her.

Me:Didn'tIclearlysaythatdon'tletSimitouchanyphoneorcontactanyone

Shebrushedhercheekadshelookedatme.Islappedheragainontheothercheekshe

stumbledbackandheldontothewall.

Her:Kagisoplease..

Me:Igaveyouonesimpleinstruction,Icomebackandeverythingisjustamess.Didyou

knowaboutthisSimisituationhavingason?

Sheshookherhead

Me:Ifyouarelyingtome



Her:IwouldneverlietoyouKagisoIswearIdidn'tknow

Shewasnowcrying.

Me:Getoutofmysight.

WithouthesitationsheranoutIjustsankonthechairasIthoughtaboutallofthis.Thiswas

suchabigmess,ZweliwasjustruiningeverythingandIwon'tallowthat.Ihavetojustgetrid

ofhim.Ineedtogetridofhimforgood.

.

.

#Simi

Ibreathedourassoonaswereachedmyroom.WhateverjusthappeneddownstairsIthinkit

wasadreamIwasstillgoingtowakeupfrom

Me:Ican'tbelieveIstooduptohimlikethat

Her:Youbetterbelieveitgirlbecauseyouweregoingallsassyonhim.

Me:Andyou..yourmanisamanoflaw?Really?

Her:Welldidyouseehowfuckenintimidatinghelooked?Ineededtocomeupwithaliefast

fast

Welaughed

Me:Heisgoingtokillme

Isatonthebed

Her:Nohewillnot,Iamhereforyouandthistimenoonewillkillyou

Ilaughed

Me:Yeah,IhavediedoncebutIwillnotdietwice

Her:That'smygirl

Wehighfive

Me:Youaresocrazy.

*****************

Igotoutoftheclosetandlookedatmyself

Me:Idon'tthinkIshouldwearthis



Her:Nononothisisthefourthoutfityousaidnoto.Thisisperfectforyou,itcomplements

yourskinandyourcurves,Imeanbluejustbringsoutthepersonalityyouhave.Thisisjust

perfect

Ilookedatherweirdly

Her:What?

Me:Areyousureyouaremysister?

Shehitmyshoulder

Ilaughed

Her:Argcomeonthisisnotfunny

Me:I'mjuthappythatyouaresupportingme

Shesighed

Her:EventhoughIamnotentirelyhappyaboutyougoingbacktoZweliIhavenothingtodo,

youneedtogetyoursonbackandIsupportyouoneway.

Me:Thankyousomuch

Wehugged

Me:Okayokaylet'sgobeforeIstartcrying

WewalkeddownstairsIjusthopethatwedonotcrosspathswithKagiso.Wegottothelounge

andwefindLethuthereshewasbusysniffing

Me:Lethu?

Shekeptquiet

Iwalkeduptoher

Me:Areyouokay

Shenoddedlookingdown.

Her:I'mjusthavingarunningnosebutI'llbeokay.

Me:OhokaysoUhm...Iamgoingtomysister'splacefortodayi..I'llcomebacktomorrow

ShelookedupandIcouldseethatshewascrying

Her:Ithoughtthatyouaregoingtoseeyourson

Me:That'slikeonlytomorrowbutyouknowthatifIstayhereKagisowillneverallowmetogo



outhemightevenlockmeintheroom

Her:Butifyoudon'tcomebacktodayheisgoingtokillyou

Iexhaled

Me:I'llcrossthebridgewhenIgettherefornowpleasecoverupforme

Sherubbedhereyes

Her:ThisisthelastfavourIamdoingforyou

Ikissedhercheek

Me:ThankyouIoweyou

Her:Ofcourseyoudo

WewalkedoutandwenttoMbali'scarIgotinandrestedmylegsonthedashboard

Me:Ishouldhavetakenthewheelchairinsteadofthecrushes

Her:Youneedtostopstrainingyourlegs

Me:Ijustwanttobeabletowalkonmyown

Sheexhaledandstartedthecar.

Her:Idon'tgethowyoumovedfromonehusbandfromhelltoanother

Me:Trustmeit'slikeI'manattractiontobadthings

Sheputherhandonmyshoulderandsmiled

Her:Youwillfindthatspecialonethatwilltreatyoulikeaqueentrustme.

Ifakedasmileandnodded.

FornowIdonotbelievethat,IamstuckwithKagisointhetunnelandthelightattheendof

thetunnelhasdisappearedonmeonceagain.JustlikeZweli,Ihavefoundmyselfanother

husbandfromhell
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Yesterdaywewenttomysister'shouseandjustseeingherhusbandandherdaughterAmahle

theywerethispictureperfectfamily.HowIwishIhadthatlife,howIwishIhadahusband

wholovesmeunconditionallyandeffortlessly,howIwishIwassuccessfullikemysisterand

howIwishIhadastrongrelationshipwithmychildlikehowshedoes.Icriedmyselftosleep

yesterdayasIthoughtofmyfuckeduplife.IwasstuckwithanotherZweliandmysonlives

farawayfromme,heprobablydoesn'tknowme.IthoughtofhowIwassupposedtohave

finishedwithmystudiesandbeingaprofessionalpsychologist.Howdidmylifegetthis

complicated?...

Ishuffledmywaytothebathroom,Ihada10minutesshowerbrushedmyteethandwent

backtotheguestroom.ThedoorslowlyopenedIquicklycoveredmyselfwiththetowelin

casesomeonewhoisnotsupposedtocomeindoes.Mbalicameinabreathedoutandthrew

thetowelonthebedasIlotioned.

Her:Thepills..

ShegavemetwopillsandaglassofwaterIdrankandgavehertheglassback.Ihadaterrible

headacheyesterdayIwascryingmyeyesoutMbalisaidIkepttossingandturning.Shewas

sleepingwithmeandshedidn'thaveagoodnightssleepwithmysobsandmyfidgeting.

IaskedhertoborrowmeherclothessinceIforgottobringmine.SheputasimplelooseT-

shirtandrippedboyfriendjeansonthebed

Me:Thatjeanisnotgonnafitme

Her:Justtryiton,younotthatthick

Irolledmyeyesandsatonthebed.Sheputthejeanonmeandforceditupbutitstoppedby

myhips.

Me:Itoldyouitwon'tfit

Her:Goodnessme,yourhipsaretoowideandyourbumistoobig

Ichuckled

Me:Ithinkleggingswilldomuchbetter

Her:Ithinksotoo

Shewenttoherclosetandcamebackwithgreyleggings.Itriedthemonandtheywereperfect.

IworemyT-shirtandbrushedmyshortnaturalhairtotheback.

ItookoutmyweavesoIhadnaturalhair.

WhenIwasdoneItookmycrushesandwewalkeddownstairsandfoundXolanitryingtofeed

Amahleyoghurt

Mbali:Amahlenevereatssomethingsheshouldn'teat,sheknowsherscheduleandroutine



IlookedatMbali

Me:Shehasaroutine?

Mbali:Yep,sheeatscerealorfruitinthemorning

Ilaughed

Me:That'scrazy

Xolani:That'sthecraziestshitI'veeverheard

Mbalipouted

Mbali:Youguysneedtostopquestioningmyparentingskills

Ilaughed,Mbaliwascrazy

IwenttokissAmahleontheforeheadandsatdown.

Mbalimadecerealforusweateoverlightconversation.

WhenIwasdoneIputmybowlinthesink.

Mbali:Areyoudone?

Me:Yes

Xolani:Whereareyoutwogoing?

MbaliandIlookedateachother

Me:Totheuhm..thetherapist

Mbali:Yeah,thetherapist

Henoddedandgaveusadisapprovinglookwejustwalkedout.Shestartedthecaranddrove

off.

Iwasagitatingallofasudden,ImeanZwelioncetriedtokillmeandnowIamgoingtobein

hispresenceIwasveryveryscared

MbalilookedatmeshecouldseeIwasscared

Me:I..Ithinkweshouldopenthewindowsit'sveryhotithere

Iwassweatingalot,I'mgladIdidn'thavemakeup.

WegottoCrystalPalaceIdirectedhertotheplaceandwegottherenolaterthananhour.It

wasverywindyoutsideforDecemberitwasweird.Securityletusinandweparkedinthe

driveway.



Mbali:Areyougoingtobeokay?

Me:Yes,Ihope..

Her:Ifyoudon'tfeelrightwecanleave

Me:NoIwanttodothis,I'mdoingthisformyson.Ineedtoseehim

Her:Okay

Webrieflyhugged

Her:IfZwelitouchesahaironyourheadgivemeacallputmeonspeeddialI'llbehereina

secondtobursthisballs

Ilaughed

Me:Youjustmademefeelbetter

Her:I'mgladIdid..

Ibrieflyhuggedheronemoretimeandgotout.Iwatchedasshedroveoutanddisappeared.I

tookadeepbreathandstartedwalkingtothedoor.IstoppedandknockedasIwaitedfor

someonetoletmein.

ThedoorslowlyopenedandIwasmetbyZweliinaapron.

Him:Hi

Me:Hey

Welookedateachothernotsayinganything.AfterawhileIbroketheeyecontactandcleared

mythroatasmyeyesplayedaround.

Him:Ohh...uhmyoumaycomein

HeopenedthedoorwiderIgotin.HeclosedthedoorbehindhimIturnedaround

Him:Youlookgoodeventhoughyougotcrushes

Me:Uhm..thankyou,Iguess

Itwassoawkwardbecausewedidn'tknowwhattodo,IhadsomanythingsinmindbutI

couldn'tputtherightwordstogether.

Him:Howareyouare?

Ifaintlysmiled

Me:I'mgoodandyou?



Him:Itry

Me:Okay..so

Ilookedaround

Me:Where'severyone?

Him:Idon'tknowwheremomisbutLuyandawentoutwithhiswifeandSihleisgone

Me:AndKhanyi

Hesmiled,probablybecauseIrememberthenames

Him:Shewenttoaschoolconference

Istartedtogetworried

Me:Sowearealone?

Him:Prettymuch,yes

Iwasgettingscared

Him:SimiIwon'thurtyou,don'tyouthinkIwouldhavedonethatthetimeIwaswithyouinthe

car?

Me:Youdidn'tgetthechancetobecauseyougotacallfromthehospital

Him:I..

Hesighedandranhishandsonhisface

Him:Lookokay..I'llstayafewcentimetresawayfromyouandIwon'ttouchyouifthat'swhat

youwant.

Me:That'swhatIwant

Him:Okaysofollowme

Ifollowedhimtothekitchenanditwasamesstherewasfloureverywherethekitchenwas

justamess

Me:Whathappenedhere?

Him:Iwastryingtomakeacakebutasyoucansee...

Ilaughed

Me:Acakeisnotthathardtomake



Him:Itisn't,butwhenyouhavea1yearoldwantingtotoucheverything?that'salotofwork

Myfacelitup

Me:Ismysonhere?

Helookedatme

Him:Uhmyes...I'll..I'llgogethim

InoddedhewentoutIwaitedforhimtocomebackwhileIouteverythingawayandtidingup.

HeclearshisthroatbehindmeIturnedaroundandIwasmetbyacutecaramelbabywith

curlyhair,pinklipsandlightbrowneyes.Helookedsoadorable.

Me:IsthatBandile?

Ifeltmytearsrollingdown

Zwelismiledandgavehimtome

Him:Yeahthat'shim,BandileNkosi

Ilookedathim

Him:Hetakesmysurname

Ijustshockmyhead,Iwasn'tgoingtoarguewithhimnowbutthatdoesn'tmeanIwasletting

thisgo.

IwenttositwithhimintheloungeandputhimonmylapasIplayedwithhishands

Me:Hellobigboy..Mommycametoseeyouhowisthat?

Henoddedinnocentlyandplayedwithhisfeet

Me:Youlooksocutebaby..doyouknowhowlongI'vebeenwaitingtoseeyou

Ikissedhisforehead

Me:Thankyouforlettingmeseehim

IlookedatZweli

Him:It'syoursonyoucanseehimanytime

Me:Canhevisitme?

Him:Nowthat'stoomuch

Me:He'smyson!



Him:SimlindileIamnotgoingtoallowyoutoleavethishousewithmyson,thisishishome,

helivesher

Me:He..

Ifeltsomeonepullingmyearring.IlookedandBandilewastryingtogetmyearringoff

Bandile:Iwant..Iwant..Iwant!!

Itookmyhoopsofandgavethemtohim

Him:Yaaayhoolahoola!!!

Ilaughed

Zweli:Hewasquicktotalkbuthestillcan'twalk

Me:Really?

Him:Yes

Me:Imean...howoldishe

Him:1yearand8months..turningtwoinFebruary

Me:Wow!

Him:Iknow

HecametositnexttomeIlookedathim

Him:I'mnotgoingtohurtyouSimi

Iexhaled

Me:That'snotwhatIsaid

Him:Wedidgood...withhim.Helookslikeus

Me:Morelikeyou

Hechuckled

Him:Hehasyoureyes..

Me:andeverythingofyours

Helaughed

Him:Areyoujealous



Me:Notatall

WedecidedtoplayonthecarpetwithhistoysIhadalotoffunwithhimhewouldthrow

himselfatmeorhitmeeverytimeIdosomethingwrongorhewouldholdmyhandandguide

measImovethepolicetoycarandlaughoutloudonthefloorwhenIdoitwrongitwasjust

soamazing.Iwaseventryingtomakehimwalkbyputtinghislegsonmineandwalking

aroundthehouse.Zweliwasjustsittingonthecouchobservingeverythingandlaughingin

betweenandhewouldsometimesjoinusonthefloorweevenmadethecaketogetheritwas

justamazingZweliandIweregettingalongperfectlyforthesakeofoursonbutwehadfun

thatIwasstartingtomisshim

Me:Ohhnooodaddymissedaspot..hemissedaspot

IsaidasIwassittingwithBandileonthechairwatchingZwelicleanthemesswedid

Bandile:Missapot...missapotDada(missedaspot...missedaspotdaddy)

Zwelilaughed

Zweli:YoutwoareenjoyingthisIsee

Ilaughed.IputBandileonthecounterbutthewholeflourfellandsplatteredontheground

BandileandIlookedateachother

Me:Whowasthat?

Bandile:Dada!!!

Me:Yeahitwasprobablyhim

ZwelicametousItookBandileandwerantotheloungehetriedtocatchusbutwekept

runningincirclesrunningaroundthecouches.WewererunningwhenZwelijumpedononeof

thecouchesandcaughtusweallfellonthecouchwithhimticklingusIlaughedoutloudwith

tearscomingout

Me:Stopstop!!!

Hekeptonticklingus

Him:Notuntilyouadmititwasyouwhospilledtheflour

Me:Iswearitwasn'tme

Hekeptticklingmeandalsotickledmeusinghismouthonmyneck

Me:Okayitwasme..itwasme!!!

Hestopped

Him:Nowgocleanitup!



Me:No!!

Bandile:NoDadano!!

IlaughedasBandilesatonmeandcoveredmelikeashield

Bandile:Noohurtmommynohurtmommy

Ifroze

Me:Did..didhejustcallme?

Zwelinodded

Me:OhhmyGodhejustcalledmemommy

Bandile:Mommy.mommymommy

Hekeptonhittingmycheeksmytearscouldn'tstopcomingoutasIlookedatmyboywho

calledmemommy.

Zweli:Awwcomehere?

HeopenedhisarmsformeIputBandiledownandsatwithZwelionthefloorwehugged

Me:HecalledmemommyZweli

Zweli:It'soverwhelmingIknow..

HehuggedmetighterIfelthome,ImenZweliwasagreatguywithabigheart..behindhis

abusingandcontrollingattitudehewasabigteddybear.

Ibrokethehugbutwewerestillclosetogether

Me:Whycan'tyoujuststaylikethis?Ilikeyoulikethis

Hepeckedmylips

Him:Let'snotgothere

Me:Okay

Bandilecameinbetweenus.

Bandile:Ndilehungly..hungly(Ndileishungry)

Me:Butwejusthadcake.

Bandile:NooooNdilehungyly

Zwelichuckled



Him:Heneverstopseating

Me:Okaylet'sgomakefood

IgavehimtoZwelisincemylegswerenowgivinguponme.Itookmycrushesandwewentto

thekitchen.HeputNdileinhishighchairandwestartedmakingfood.

Zweli:Simi

Me:mmh..

Him:Weneedtotalk

Ilookedathim

Me:Aboutwhat?

Him:Myfather

Istopped

Me:whatabouthim?

Him:Wellhe..wewerereadinghiswillandit..

Me:Whathasthatgottodowithme?

Him:Letmefinishthisplease?

Me:Okay

Him:Yeahso..earlieronwewereinthemiddleofreadinghiswillwhenSimiwasmentioned

Me:Really?

Him:Yeah,youarebasicallypartofthewill.Wedidn'treaditbecauseyouwerenotthere.Next

timewereadthewillyouaresupposedtobethere.

Ikeptquietforawhilethinkingforananswer

Me:OkayI'llbethere.

Him:Soyou..

Ilookedathim

Him:Youarenotgoingtoaskhowheknewyouwerealive?

Me:No.

IsaidandcarriedonwithwhatIwasdoing



Him:Iwonder

IignoredhimandcarriedonwithwhatIwasdoing.

IwalkedtothefridgetogetthecheesebutthenIfelthandssnakingaroundmywaist

Me:Zweli

Him:Imissyousomuchitshurtssobad

Hekissedmyneck

Me:Nostopplease

Him:WearemarriedSimidoyougetthat?

Ipushedhimoffandlookedathim

Me:Don'tdothistome.

Hecametomeandheldmywaistandsqueezedmybutt

Him:Ijustwantakiss

Me:No

Hebroughthisfacecloser

Me:Zwelino

Ifelthiscoldlipsonmine.Hepartedmylipswithhistongueandwekissedlettingourtongues

findtheirwayaroundourmouths.Iheldontohimandbroughthimcloserdeepeningthekiss.

Hebrokeit

Him:Doyoustillwantmetostop?

Me:Justkissme

HepickedmeupIwrappedmyhandsaroundhiswaist.

WefrenchedkissedIranmyhandsinhishairhepushedmeagainstthefridgeandheldme

withhisotherhandgoingtomybreastsImoaned.

Whenitwasgettingsteamywebrokethehugheputmedown

HelookeddownandchuckledsilentlyIlookeddownandhewashardhisbonerwasclearin

theview

Me:OoohI..I'msorry

Him:It'sokay..youalwayshavethateffectonme



Ichuckled

Me:SoUhm..oh!thecheese

Ibroketheawkwardsilence.Itookoutthecheese

Zweli:Simi?

Me:mmh?

Him:Lookoverhere

IlookedathimandhewasstandingnexttoBandile.IlookedatBandileandhewassleeping.

Me:Wtf?

Him:He'salwayslikethis.

Me:Iguessnomoremakingfood

Hecametome

Him:Butwecanstilleat

Me:Eatwhat?

Him:You

Hepulledmecloserandstartedplantingwetkissesonmyneck

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

him:Imeanit

Ikeptquiet

Him:AndIwillalwaysdo

Hepickedmeupandputmeonthecounterandgotinbetweenmylegsandbroughtmecloser

tohimwekissed
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#Simi

HetookofmyT-shirtandcuppedmybreastsandthat'swhenitclickedtomewhatwasgoing

onIpushedhimoff

Him:What?

IcouldseethehungerinhiseyesIwantedthisasmuchashewanteditbutwecouldn'tdoit,

wearemarriedandheisalsothereasonwhymylifeissomessedup

Me:Wecan'tdothisZweliasmuchaswebothwantthisbutwejustcan't

IworemyT-shirtandgotoffthecounter.Iwalkedtotheloungetogetmybaghefollowedme

Him:Idon'tunderstand

Me:There'snothingtounderstand,thisIjustwrong

IturnedaroundandIwasmetbyhischestIpushedhimoutofthewaylookingdown.

Him:IsitbecauseofthethingsI'vedonetoyou?

Ikeptquiet

Him:I'msorrySimithereisnoamountofsorrythatcanhealallthethingsIdidtoyoubutI'm

sorry.Iloveyousomuchandithurtsithurtssobadlybabyandjusthavingtothinkthatyou

aremarriedtothatman,myfriend,itjustdoesn'tsitwellwithmeIhurts,ithurtsthewaythat

youpretendlikethere'snothinggoingonbetweenus.YoulovemeSimiandIloveyoutoo..

whycan'twebetogether?

Ilookedupandhiseyeswereteary.WhereistheZwelithatisneverremorsefulaboutanything?

whereisthatheartlessmonster?

Me:YouhurtmesobadZweliIlovedyou.IdroppedoutofschoolsoIcouldfullyconcentrate

onmybabytomakehimhealthy.Icommittedtoyou,Ivowedtoloveyouinanythingandin

everythingbutwhatdidyoudo?Youthrewthatalltomyface..youmademesuffer,youmade

lifesodifficultformethatallIeverwantedwasdeath.Youalmostkilledme,youtookmy

happinessaway.ImightbealivebutI'mdeadinside.IthoughtIwasmarryingthebest

husbandanyonecouldwishforbutIwasinfactmarryingamonsterZweliwhy?whydidyou

doallthosethingstome?youkilledmeZweliandnowyouexpectmetocomebacktoyoulike

everythingisokay?Youdon'tloveme!

Hewincedandclosedhiseyeslikehewasinpain.Heopenedhiseyesandtheywereblood

redhelookedatme.Hecamecloserandheldmyhandsmakingmybagfall.Hetookmy

handsandplacedthemonhisheart.

Him:Ithurtshere..ithurtssobad.Iwaswrong,IdidallthosethingstoyoubecauseIwashurt

andangry.IwashurtthatyousleptwithmybrotherSimithatkilledmeandthatday..thatday



whenhewasshotandyoutriedtohelphim.Thelookinyoureyes,knowingthatyoucare

mademeveryangryIactedoutofangryI'mnottryingtoexcusemyselfofwhatIdidbutI

wasn'tgoingtokillyou.IwasgoingtoletyougoIwasbelievemebut..but..

Heliterallykneeleddownonhiskneesandheldmywaist.Helaidhisheadonmystomachand

cried.

Him:I'msosorry..I..ithurts..ithurtsknowingthatIamthereasonwhyyouhavethispainin

yourlife.Ithurts..I..

Hecouldn'teventalkhewasreallycryingandIcouldn'tkeepmysobsinaswellItookhis

armsandmadehimstanduphelookedathimandallIsawwashurt..Ididn'tseethecold

Zwelithatdoesn'tcareaboutanyone'sfeelingsIdidn'tseethatmonsterthatdestroyslives.

Me:Youmesseditup..this

Ipointedathim,meandZweli

Me:Youmesseditup.Ilovedyou,wewerethebest.Invarsitytheyknewwewerethe"it"

couplewelovedliketherewasnotomorrowwewereinseparable..wherediditallgowrong?

HeletgoofmyhandsandwalkedtoBandilehebrushedhischeek

Him:Idon'tknow

That'stheonlythinghemanagedtosay

Him:Idon'tknow..Idon'tknowwhatwashappeningtome.IftherewasawayIcouldgoback

intimeandchangeeverythingIwouldtrustmeIwouldbutwhat'sdoneisdonebutIgiveyou

myword..Iwillneverhurtyouagain.Iwillnevermakeyoufeeltheneedtoquestioniftheonly

thingyouaredestinedtoishurt,painandmiserybecausethatisnottrue.Youdeservebetter.

Youdeservetobehappy..

Me:Evenifitmeanswithsomeoneelse?

Heclosedhiseyes.

Itookmybagfromthefloorandstartedwalkingtothedoor.Hedidn'tstopmethistimeI

openedthedoorandgotout.IbrokedownandcriedaftersotimeIleanedonthecrushesand

duginmybaglookingformyphone.Icalledmysisterandtoldhertofetchme.

AfterawhilehercarpulledinIwalkedtoitandgotit

Her:Howwasit?

Me:Fun..worthit.

Her:Worthit?



Me:Iwenttoseemyson..thatwaswortheverything.

Her:Oh,forawhilethereIthoughtyoumeantthebigguy..

Me:Bigguy?

Her:Youknowwho

SherolledhereyesIkeptquietandlookedoutthewindow.

Mbali:IcalledMomandDadtheyarewaitingforusathome.

Ikeptquiet

*****After5minutes*******

Me:Whywouldyoudothattome?

Her:What?

Me:YouknowI'mnotready

Her:I..Ithoughtyouwouldbehappy

Me:Well,yesIcan'twaittoseethembutnotnow

Shekeptquiet

Me:WhatamIgongtosaytothem?

Her:Youdon'thavetosayanythingjusthugs,kissesandfewtearshereandthereandlotsof

hugsandkissesandlotsoftears

Ilaughed

Her:Youdon'thavetotalk,onlyyourheartswilldothetalking

Wegotintothegateandgotoutofthecarwemadeourwaytodoor

Istopped

Her:Whatnow?

Me:I..I'mscared

Sherolledhereyes

Her:Comeondudeit'syourmomanddad,notMr.President

Isighed



Wewalkedinandweheardlaughterinthekitchenwewalkedthereandtheatmosphere

changedassoonasmyparentssawme.

.

.

#Nikiwe

Iparkedmycarinthegarageandwalkedoutwithmyshoppingbagsinmyhands.

Itjuststartedraininganditwas13:00nowIdidn'tgotoworkIwenttoseemymotherand

thinsdidn'tturnoutgood.Myuncleandauntweretheresoyoucanimaginehowitwas,they

chasedmeoutofmyownmother'shousesotheonlywaymymotherandIcouldseeeach

otherisifshecomeshere.

AnywayIgotinthekitchenandputtheshoppingbagsonthecounter.

Me:Love!!

Ilookedaroundanditdidn'tlooklikeanyonewashome.ImademywaytothestairsandI

reachedourroomIopenedandifoundZwelionthebed.Hewaslookinguptheceiling

shirtless.

Me:hi

Helookedatmeandsmiled

Him:Hey

IwalkeduptohimandIsawhiseyeswerebloodredlikehewascrying.

Me:Wereyoucrying?

Hesniffed

Him:No.

Me:Okay

Iwalkedtotheclosettochangemyclothesandwearsomethingcomfortable

Me:Howwasyourday?

Him:Good

Me:Youdidn'tgotowork

Him:No



Me:Why?

Him:Iwantedtospendtimewithmyson

Ikeptquiet,Iwantedmyownchild.IwantedtohaveachildwithZwelibuteverytimeItalk

aboutthatsubjecthebrushesitoff.

IworeasimpleT-shirtwithleggingsandflops.

Iwalkedbacktothebedroomhestoodupandcametome.

UnexpectedlyhekissedmeIresponded

Hepulledoutafterawhileandbrushedmylipswithhisthumb

Him:Let'strythatagain

HekissedmeagainandIrespondedwithmoreheatandpulledhimcloserbuthepulledoutI

frowned

Heletgooffme

Him:It'snotthesame

Hewalkedtothebathroomleavingmeclueless.

Me:It'snotthesame?

Andthat'swhenitclickedtomethathewascomparingmetohisex-wifeagain.Itcan'tbe

goingdowntothatIthoughtwepassedthatstage.Thepastyearwasnotagoodyearforme

ZweliwouldconstantlycomparemetoSimi,ineverythingIdohewouldfindawaytocompare

metoher.HewouldcomparewiththewayIdress,thewayIkiss,thewayIcook,thewayI

makelovetohim,thewaymyvoicesounds,thewayIdomyhairitwasjutcrazyandoncehe

saidtome"Can'tyoujustbelikeher,can'tyoubeSimijustforaday?"Thatbrokeme.

Iwalkedtothebathroomandhewasdryinghisface

Me:Wecan'tbegoingbacktothatstagewhereyoucomparemetoex-wife

Him:Ex-wife?

Me:YouknowwhoIamtalkingabout

HesigheddeeplyandgotoutIfollowedhim.Hetookouthispillsfromthedrawerandpoured

somewinehedownedthepillsdownandlookedatme

Him:IloveyouandIwouldnevercompareyoutoSimibecauseyouwillneverbelikeher

Me:Youseeyouaredoingitagain!



Hegroanedandwipedhisforehead

Me:WhatdoesSimihavethatIdon'thavehuh?Whycan'tyoulovemethesamewayyoulove

her?WhydoIalwayshavetocompetewithher?

Hekeptquietandlookedatme

Me:Ifyoudon'twanttobewithmetellmeZwelitellmeIwillgoandleaveyou.Divorcemeif

youwantdoit.

Hewalkedtothedrawerandtookhiscarkeyshewalkedtothedoor

Me:Whereareyougoing?

HeignoredmeandwalkedoutIfollowedhimdown

Me:Zwelistop!Whereareyougoing?

Him:Out

Me:Areyougoingtoher?Areyougoingtobewithher?

Hestoppedandturnedaround

Him:ThetherapisttoldmethatifIfelltempted,suffocatedorcrowdedIshouldwalkaway

becauseitcouldleadtobadthingsanthatiswhatIamdoingnow..Iamwalkingaway

Me:Youarelying?

Him:Soyoudon'tbelievethatIdon'tseeatherapist?

Me:Ididn'tsayso

Him:Youdidn'thaveto

HewalkedoutIjustheldonthecouchandcried
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#Zweli

Me:HowdoIfeel?Ireallydon'tknow.

Istoodupandwenttostandbythewindowlookingoutside



Me:WhenI'mwithherit'slikeI'mobligedtoloverherandmakeherhappyit'slikemyjob...

Itookadeepbreath

Me:ButwhenI'mwithSimiIfeelfree,everythingjustfallstoplace,everythingmovesatit's

ownpace.It'snotforcedoranythinglikethat.

Iwentbackandsatdownonthecouchandlookedatmytherapistwhohadhislegscrossed

whilebrushinghischinwithhisthumbthinking.

Mr.Botha:TellmehowyoumetNikiwe

Iexhaledloudly

Me:Itwasveryweirdtothinkofthewaywemet.ItwasafriendspartyandIsawthisladyshe

lookedlikeshehadtoomuchtodrinkI..IwasgoingthroughahardtimethatdaysoI

approachedherwetalkedanditledtoadifferentthing.Ithoughtofitasaonenightstand

becausethenextdayIwokeupshewasn'tnexttome.

HenoddedIcarriedon

Me:DayspassedandIbumpedintoheronceandIwassurprisedthatshestillremembersme

becauselasttimeIcheckedshewasverydrunkthatday.Webecamefriendsandonceshe

invitedmetoherhousewehadsexandsheconfessedherlovetome.

Mr.Botha:Howdidyoutakeit?

Me:WellIthoughtshewasjokingbutdayssentandshewasbecomingtooclingyIwasvery

confused

Mr.Botha:Didyouhaveanyfeelingsforherwhatsoever?

Me:NotatallbutIdecidedtogiveusachance,wegotmarriedIlearnedtoloveher.

Mr.Botha:Tomeitseemslikeyouloveher,younotinlovewithheraswhatyousaidabout

Simi.Youreactdifferenttohowyoulovethesetwowomen,withNikiweyoulovetocareand

withSimiyoulovetokill.

Me:Idon'tgetit

Hesmiledandlockedathiswristwatch

Him:Weleaveitheretoday.ThinkofwhatIsaidwewillcontinuethisonyournextsession

Westoodupandshookhands

Him:Iseeprogressinyou.Youhavebeenmoreopenwithyourlifethesepastdaysunlikethe

firstfewdays.

Ichuckled



Me:WellIwasforcedbeforebutnowIwillinglyvisit

Him:I'mglad.Tillwemeetinthenextsession

Iwalkedoutandexhaledloudly.Igotinmycaranddrovehome.

IgotinandthefirstthingIdidwasgocheckonmymomIfoundhersleepingIkissedher

cheekandwalkedtomyroom.

IopenedandfoundNikiwewearingherearringsshelookedlikeshewasgoingsomewhere

Shesawmeandsmiledfaintly

Her:Ithoughtyouwouldnevercomebackconsideringhowyoujustupandleft

Me:That'sbecauseyouweredrivingmecrazywithallyournonsense

ShekeptquietIwalkeduptoher

Me:Whereareyougoing?

Her:Toseeafriend

Ilookedatherdressitwasblueitrevealedtoomuchskinherthighwasexposedthedress

wascutslitontheside.

Me:Youarenotgoingwearingthat

SheignoredmeandtookherbagabouttowalkoutIgrabbedherhand

Her:Zweliletgoofme

Me:Didyouhearme?

Her:WishZweliIpromisedmyfriendIwouldmeetupwithherpleasedon'tmakemelate

Me:Ifyouwanttogothenchangewhatevershityouarewearing.Youlooklikeawhore!

Her:Wow!

Sheyankedmyhandandlookedatme

Her:Whatiswrongwithyou?Ifyoudon'tlikehowIwearhowaboutyoubuymeclotheshuh

sinceyouwanttocontrolmybodyaswell.Howaboutyoutakealltheclothesoutofmycloset

orbetteryetbuymeeverythingthatSimiusedtowearsincethat'stheonlywayyouwould

approveofwhatIwear!!

Iraisedmyhandbutslowlyputitbackdown

Me:Nikiwedon'tstartwithmeplease.JustdowhatIsayandwewillhavepeaceinthishouse.



Her:Peace?Whatpeaceareyoutalkingabout?

ShepassedmewalkedbacktotheclosetIsighedandthrewmyselfonthebed.

IswearNikiweislikea17yearoldwhoyoualwayshavetoshoutat.

ShecameoutwearingajeanwithablueT-shirtandaleatherjacket.

Me:That'smorelikeit

Sheclickedhertongue,tookherbagandwalkedout.

.

.

#Simi

MymomcametomeandhuggedmetightlycryingIwasalsocryingfindingcomfortinher

chest.

Shefinallybrokethehugandcuppedmyface

Her:Ohhmybaby..wherehaveyoubeenalltheseyearsSimiwethought...MybabyOhh

ShehuggedmeagainIfeltanotherpairofhandwrappingaroundmeIlookedupanditwas

mydadmytearsdroppedasIletoutasoftsob.

Dad:I'msosorry.I'msorryIneverprotectedyoufromthatmanforgivememydaughter

Ibrokethehugandlookedatdad

Me:Whatman

Him:ThathusbandofyourshetriedtokillyourememberIswearifIputmyhands...

Me:Dadhedidn'ttryto..

IkeptquietIhavenoideawhyIwasabouttosaythat.

Me:Myfeethurt

Wewalkedtotheloungeandsatdownmymomlookedatme

Her:Wherehaveyoubeenmychild.Wethoughtyoudied..wethoughtyouleftus.Ithasbeen

2painfulyearsformeandyourdadSimi

Iwatchedherashertearsfell,Ifeltbadnow.Forallthese2yearsI'vebeenenjoyingmylife

whilemyparentsweredyingdaybyday.

Me:I'msosorryFefeifIknewIwouldhavelookedforyouIwouldhavecamebacktomy



familybutIhadamnesiamomIcouldn'trememberanythingIswearIwouldneverdo

somethinglikethattomyfamilyespeciallydadwhodideverythingtomakesureIhavethe

bestlifeIwouldneverdosomethinglikeIloveyoutoomuch

Dad:Ohhcomeherebaby

IwalkedtohimandsatonhislaphekissedmycheekIwrappedmyhandsaroundhim

Dad:IloveyouSimiokayIknowitwasn'tyourfaultI'mgladyouarebackwefoundyouand

thistimeweareneverlettingyougowecan'tlooseyoutwice.

Me:I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Dad:Good

Hekissedmycheekagainandmyphonerang.

Me:Sorry

IstoodupandtookitoutitwasLethu

Iwalkedtothekitchenandanswered

Me:Tellmeheisnotangry

Her:YougladheisnotbutheistoocalmSimi..tocalmformyliking.

Me:I'mjustgladheisnotangry.

Her:Hewantsyoutocomebackhomeassoonaspossiblethough

Me:Iknow.I'mthereinlessthananhourcoverupformeplease

Sheexhaled

Her:I'mkillingyouwhenyoucomeback

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Iwalkedbacktothekitchen

Mom:Whowasthat?

Me:Ihavetogofefe,daditwassonicetoseeyouguysIpromisetovisitwhenIgetthetime

butnowIhavetogo.

ItookmybagandcrutchesIstartedwalkingtothedoor.

Dad:Thulicomebackhere!!

IslowlyturnedaroundIwentback



Me:Dad

Him:Don'ttellmeyouaregoingbacktothatman'splacetheonethatwasabusingyou

Me:NodadI'mnot

Hestoodup

Him:Thenwhereareyougoing?

IlookedatMbalishewaspaleashellIwasalsoscared.

.

.

#Nikiwe

Igotoutandwalkedintherestaurant.IlookedaroundhopingtospotmyfriendIsawsomeone

raisintheirhandIsmiledandwalkeduptohershestoodupwehuggedandsatdown

Me:Sorryforkeepingyouwaiting

Her:Andit'sunlikeyou

Me:HawucomeonGugusomeonehastobelateevertnowandthen.

Her:Iguessso

Ilookedather

Me:What'swrong?

Her:Whywouldyouassumethatsomethingiswrong?

Me:Isn'titobvious.TheGuguIknowissupposedtobehipper,talkativeandannoyingbutnow

youjustdull

Shesighed

Her:Noteverydayisagoodday

Me:That'sright

Her:Yeahsohowhaveyoubeen?

Iputthemenudownandsatbackonthechair.

Me:MylifeisamessGuguyoudon'twishtobeme.

Her:ArichwomanlikeyouhavingproblemsthisIgottohere



SheleanedcloserIsighed

Me:IamloosingmyhusbandrightundermynoseIamloosinghim

Her:Ohhfrienddon'ttalklikethatwhathappened?

Iwipedmytears.

Me:Hisex-wifehappened.ApparentlysheisaliveandZwelistillfeelssomethingforherGugu

hedeniedbutwhoamIkidding?Theyloveeachotherthewaytheylookateachotherthe

way../Ijust..

Ikeptquietandclosedmyeyesandopenedthemafterawhile

Me:IfeellikeIamloosingZweliafterfightingsohard,makinghimlovemeIcan'tloosehim

Shelookedbackandatmeagain

Her:Itoldyouthiswouldhappen.Weshouldhaveusedmyway

Ipickedupthemenuandscannedthroughit

Me:Iwillnotdosuchthing

Shesnatchedthemenufromme

Her:Iamtalkingtoyou.Focus!

Me:Iamnotdoingsomethinglikethatit'sabsurdandsinister

Her:That'stheonlywayyouwillhaveZwelitoyourselfNikiwedoyouthinkhewillloveyou

forever?Hewillseehisex-wifeinabeautifulbreathtakingdressandforgetallaboutyou.Trust

meit'snotnicewatchingyourmanbeingtakenawayfromyou.DothisandZweliwouldbe

eatingoutofyourhand

Irubbedmyforehead

Me:Idon'tknow..Iheardstufflikethisbackfireandtheycomebacktoyou

Her:No,thissangomaispowerfulshecomeshighlyrecommendedsheneverdisappoints

Me:Ireallydon'tlikethisidea,whatif..

Her:Enoughwiththewhatif'sangishominaIamtellingyouthatthiswillwork.Wegotothe

sangomashewillbeabletomakeZwelilookatyouandonlyyouisn'tthatwantyouwant?

Me:Itis

Her:Sothere'snothingtoworryaboutwegothereandZweliwillbeallyours



Isatbackandlookedather

Her:Don'tworryitwillwork.Zweliwillfinallybeyoursforever.
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NIKIWE

IdroppedGuguoffandIwenttodebonairsandIboughtapizzaIknowhowmuchBandile

lovespizzasoIboughtitforhim.

IgothomeandIwentinIheardpeoplelaughinginthekitchenImademywaythere.The

laughterseizedasIsteppedin,itwasZweli'smom,Sihle,KhanyiandLuyanda

Me:Sanibonani

TheygreetedbackIwenttoputthepizzaonthecounter.

Zweli'smom:Nikiwe

Ilookedback

Me:Ma?

Her:Comehere

IwenttohershesignaledformetositdownsoSihlemovedfromherchairandIsatdown

Zweli'smom:Iknowthatyoufeellikewehateyouanddon'twantyouhere.

Ilookedather

Her:Andit'snotthatatall,youareverylovelypersonyouarestrong,independentand

everythingthatamothercouldwishforhisson

Me:ButI'llneverbeasgoodasSimi?

Idon'tknowwherethatcamefromtheyalllookedatmeshockedLuyandawasdrinkingjuice

andhechokedassoonasIsaidthosewords.

Istoodupfast

Me:Excuseme

IrantoZweli'sstudywiththemscreamingmyname.IgotinandclosedthedoorIsankonthe



floorasIcried.

AfteragreatdealoftearsIstoodupandswitchedonthelight.Thescentofhimlingeredin

thisroomIfoundmyselfsmiling.

Ilookedaroundtouchinghisstuffadmiringeverything.Zweliwasveryneatandorganised

everythingwasputinplaceyouwouldn'tstumbleuponsomethingthat'snotsupposedtobe

there.

IopenedhisdrawerandtherewasafileItookitoutandopenedit.Therewaspicturesofhim

asababyIsmiledhelookedjustlikeBandilehewasBandile'sphotocopy.Iwasabouttoput

thefileawaywhentwophotosfelloutIpickedthemupandlookedatthem.

ThefirstonwasapictureofagirlinaschooluniformwithZweliholdingthebagforherand

thesecondonewasshepregnantwithZwelibehindherputtinghishandonhertummy.

IlookedcloserandrealizedthatthisgirlonthepicwasSimiIfeltmyfloodgateswantingto

betrayme.

"Don'tdothistoyourself"

Ihadn'trealizedthattherewassomeonewipingmytearsoff.IlookedupanditwasLuyanda.

Luyandawassohandsomeandsexy,morethanhisbrotherbutIrespecthimandIhaveno

feelingsforhimwhatsoever.Heisyoungerthanmeso...

Me:Luyanda..

Iputthepicsonthetablesotookthemandlookedatthem

Him:She'ssopretty,she'salwaysbeenprettywithhersincerebeautifulsmileandthosebig

browneyesandthenthicksexybody.Sheiseverythingthataguyneeds,perfectionatit'sbest

onewouldkillto...

Iletoutasoftsobhestoppedimmediately

Iheardhimcussingbeforeheputthepicsdownandhuggedmetight

Him:I'msorryIwaslostinmyownworldIhadn'trealizedthatIwasherewithyouIswearI

wouldn'twantyoutofeellessofawomanyouarealsoprettybeautifulandaman'sdreamina

womanI'msosorryIdidn'tmeantotalkaboutSimiinyourpresence.

Ibrokethehug

Me:I'musedtoit.FromyourmomtoyourbrotherandthanKhanyitrustmeI'velearnedtolive

withit.

Him:I'msorry

Ipickedupthepics



Me:Shereallyisbeautiful

Ilookedattheonewhereshewaspregnantandsomethingwasn'taddingup

Me:Simiwaspregnant?

IlookedatLuyandahenodded

IputeverythingtogetherandIgotit

Me:Is..isBandileSimi'sson?

Iignoredthelumpinmythroatasmyvoicewasbreaking.iwasalsoputtingLuyandaina

difficultpositionbecauseheseemeduncomfortableandhiseyeswanderedaroundtheroom

Me:LuyandaisBandileSimi'sson?Youneedtellmethetruth

Him:It'snotinmypositiontotellyou

Me:Please

Him:IthinkyoushouldtalktoZweliaboutthis

Hekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout.IthoughtofthatwomanLuciaandherwords"You

can'tmakehimloveyou,youdon'townhisheart"

Ithrewthepicturedownandstampedonitcussing

Me:IhateyouSimiIhateyou!!!Ihopeyoudie!!!

Isankdown

Me:AllIwantisforhimtolovemeandmealonebutyouaremakingeverythingdifficult.

Iwipedmytears

Me:Iwon'tletyoutakehimawayfrommehe'smineSimihe'smineyoumighthavehischild

butIwillmakesureyoudon'thavehim.

.

.

SIMI

IquicklytookoffmyT-shirtbecauseitwasburningmeIcoveredmybreastswithmyhandsas

Icried

Him:IwantyoutostayawayfromZweli,IwantyoutocutalltieswithhimIdon'tcareifyou

haveasonwithwithhimbutZweliismarriedwithawifeshecantakecareofyoursonwewill



havechildrenSimiyoudon'thavetoworryaboutyourson.

Ilookedathim

Me:Areyoumad?

Him:What?

Iwipedmytearsasmyangersurfaced.EnoughwasenoughIneedtostopcrying,cryingwon't

domeanygooditseemslikemytearsareasatisfactiontootherpeople.

Me:Iwon'tletyoubullymeKagiso,IjustcamefromanabusiverelationshipandIlearntalot

fromthatandIwon'tletthathappentome.Iwon'tletyouseparatemefrommysonandIwill

certainlynotletyoucontrolmeormyworld.Iwon'tletyou!!!

Ididn'trealizethatIwaspokinghimwithmyindexfingeronhischest

Me:Iamdone!Iamdonewithyouandthisabusiveandcontrollingrelationship.Thisends

here,this"Simiwhosaidleavethehousewithoutpermission"endsherebecauseIwilllivemy

lifethewayIwanttoandIwillseemysonwheneverIwantto.Doyoufeelme?

Helookedatmeshockwrittenalloverhishead

Me:Isaiddoyoufeelme?

IwasgrabbingonhisT-shirtheslowlynodded.

Me:Weareover!

BeforehecouldsayanythingIranupstairstoourroomandIclosedthedoorbehindmeand

breathedout.Idon'tknowwhereIgotthecouragetostanduptohimlikethatbutIlikedwhat

justhappened.

Itookoutmybagandbriefcaseandstartedshovingallmythingsintherenotleavinganything

behind.Iheardsomeoneknocking

"Simiit'smeLethupleaseopen"

Iwentandopenedshegotinandhuggedme

Her:Don'tgoplease

Me:NoIhavetoIhavetogobeforehekillsme.

Her:I'llmissyou

Me:I'llmissyoutoo

Webrokethehug



Me:Comehelpmepack

WepackedtheremainingthingsmyphonerangItookitanditwasZweliIanswered

Me:I'mkindofbusyZwelicanyoucallmelater?

Him:Itwon'ttakelong

Me:Okay

Him:Ijustcameoutfromameetingwithmydad'slawyerandshehassetthedateforthe

readingofthewill.

Me:Ohokaywhenisit?

Him:NextweekSundaypleasebethere

Me:Okay,pleasecallmelaterIamreallybusynow

Him:OkayBandilemissesyouthough

Me:Really?

Him:Yeshewastalkingaboutyou

Me:Kisshimformetellhimmommymisseshim

Him:Doyouwanttotalktohim?

Me:NoZweliItoldyouI'mbusyIreallyhavetogo

Him:Yousounduneasywhat'shappening?

Me:Zweli!

Hechuckled

Him:Okaysorry,letmeleaveyoutoit

HedroppedthecallIputmyphoneinmypocketandworeanotherT-shirt

Me:Areyoudone?

Her:Yes

ItookmybagandmybriefcasewewalkeddownstairsandKagisowasnotthere

Me:Whereishe?

Lethu:Idon'tknow.



Shecameandhuggedme

Her:I'llmissyousomuchwehavegrowntobeveryclose

Me:I'llmissyoutooLethuyouhavehelpedmealotwithmylegsandyouhavebeenagood

friendtome

Shelaughed

Her:IknowIwishyouwerestillonyourwheelchairyouwouldstay

Ibrokethehug

Me:Conewithme

Sheshookherhead

Her:Ican't..I'mKagiso'sPAifIleaveIwillloosemyjob

Me:Youdeservebetter

Her:Hepaysyouwell

Me:Butareyouhappy?Doeshehurtyou?

Shelookeddown

Me:NoLethudon'tallowhimtobreakyoucomewithme

Her:NoSimithisismylifeyougo...go

IcouldseethatIwasn'tgettingtohersoItookmybagssaidbyetoherIwalkedoutandtomy

surpriseIfoundKagisonexttomycar.HehadthedoorwideopenformeIwalkeduptohim

withmyheartbeatingoutofmychest.

Him:Letmehelpyouwiththat

HetriedtocomenearmeIbackedup

Me:Don'tyoudarecomeanycloser!

HestoppedItookmybagsandputthemintheboothegavemethecarkeysIjustlookedat

himandgotinbutheblockedmefromclosingthedoor

Him:Thisisnotover.I'mjustgivingyouaweektoputyourshittogetherandthenIwanttosee

yourbigasscurveshomeinmykitchen

Iforcefullyclosedthedoorandstartedthecar.WithoutmuchhesitationIspedoffwithout

lookingback.ItookmyphoneoutandtextedMbali



"Comingtoyourhousenow,I'mleavinghim."

Iputitawayandfocusedontheroad
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Iparkedmycarinthedrivewayandgotout.Itookmybagsourfromthebootandmademy

waytothemaindoor.IknockedafewtimeswaitingforMbalitoopen.

ThedooropenedbutinsteadofMbaliitwasXolani.Itwasaveryawkwardmomentbecauseit

wasn'texpectedformetoshowupattheirdoorstepwithtwobigbags.Iclearedmythroat

Xolani:OhUhm..comeoninside

ItookthesmallbagandgotinXolanitookthebigbags.

Him:I'llputthebagsupstairs

Me:Okay.Thankyou

IwatchedhimdisappearasIstoodthere.Ilookedaroundandmysisterdidwellforherselfshe

wasatherhappiestmomentandherhousewasbeautifulitwasbigbutnottooobigbutitwas

stillbigwithaswimmingpoolatthebackyardandahugegardenwithawaterfrontinthefront

yard.

XolanicamebackandhehadAmahleinhisarms.Shewasbusysuckingonherpacifier.

Xolani:Youcancomesitdownoverhear

WewenttothesittingroomandIsatdownonthechairwhileXolaniputAmahleonherhigh

chair.

Xolani:OkayIwantyoutobegoodfordaddyjustfortwominutesIpromiseIwillmakeyou

yourfavouritecocopops.

HemovedfromAmahletocometomebutshestartedcryingandherpacifierfelldown.Xolani

groanedandwentbacktoherandpickedherup

Xolani:Com'ondudewe'vebeenthroughthispleasegivemeabreak

Istoodupandwalkedtothem



Me:She'sgivingyouahardtimeIcansee

Hesighed

Him:Ihaven'thadabreaksinceMbaliwentout.Shewon'tstopcryingwheneverIleaveher

sideshestartscryingIdon'tknowwhat'swrongwithher.

Me:Givehertome

Itookherandstartedrockingherwhilebrushingherhairandsoftlyhumming.Shestopped

cryingIputherinherhighchairandstartedrockingherandsingingaslowsoftsonguntilher

eyesstartedshuttingdown.

Shefinallyfellasleep

IheardXolaniexhaleloudlyIgiggled

Him:Thankyousomuch.Idon'tknowwhatIwould'vedonewithoutyou

Me:Don'tsweatit

Him:Youanaturalatthis.EvenMbalistrugglesgettinghertosleep

Ismiledwewenttositdown

Me:TalkingaboutMbaliwhereisshe?

Hesighed

Him:Idon'tknow,Ireallydon'tknowMbaliisneverathome.Shealwayshasanexcusetogo

outI'mstartingtothinkthatshe'srunningawayfromus.

Me:Don'ttalklikethat

Him:It'strue,Idon'tevenrememberthelasttimeMbalispentsomequalitytimewither

daughter.Theonlytimeshedoesthatiswhenshetuckshertobedorbathsher.Shenever

evenfeedsherIdoallthosemotherlythings.

Ididn'tknowwhattosay

Him:WellIdon'twanttotroubleyouwithourproblems.Sowhatbringsyouhereinourdark

hole?

Ichuckled

Me:IjustneedafewweekstostayhereuntilIfindaplaceformyselfifthat'sokaywithyou

andmysister.

Hesmiled



Him:Youfinallydecidedtoleavehim.ApplaudstoyouSimi

Ilaughed

Me:Itwasabouttime

Hestoodup

Him:Sosinceyouwillbelivingherehowaboutwesharesomechores?

Helookedatmewaitingforananswer

Me:Uhm....

Him:I'mnotexpectingnoforananswer

Ichuckledshakingmyhead

Me:Iguesswecansharesomefewchores

HeclappedhishandsonceIlaughed

Him:IcantakeAmahletobedandyoucanpickupallthesetoysandputtheminthatboxin

thehallway.

IlookedatallthetoysonthefloorIshookmyhead

Me:HowaboutyoupickupthetoysandIputAmahletobed?

Him:UhmO-kaaaay

IwenttogetAmahleandstartedwalkingupstairs.

Me:Where'sherroom?

Him:Seconddooronyourleft

Me:Howmanydoorsdoyouevenhave?

HejustlaughedIwenttoputherinbedherroomwasveryprettywithpinkandpurple

wallpapers

Ikissedhercheek

Me:Sweetdreamsbabygirl

Itookthemonitorandwalkedout.IgotupstairsandIfoundMbalianditlookedliketheywere

arguing.Iclearedmythroattheylookedatme.

Mbalicametome



Her:IgotyourmessageyoudidtherightthingSis

Shehuggedme

Me:I'mgladIlefthim

IlookedatXolanihemouthed"talktoher"Inodded

.
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Iputthepizzaontheplateandputitinthemicrowavetowarmit.WhenitwaswarmenoughI

tookitoutandwalkedupstairstoBandile'snurseryIfoundZwelitheretryingtomakeBandile

walk.Bandiletooktwostepsandfell.IlaughedtheynoticedmeIgotin

Bandile:Mamamamamama!

Me:Helloboy

Iputtheplateonthecarpetfloorandpickedhimup

Me:HowhasBandilebeen?

Him:Bandilegood

Me:That'sgood.

IlookedatZweli

Me:Hey

Him:Hiwherehaveyoubeenit'sbeenlike8hours.

Ican'ttellhimthatinhisstudy

Me:Thelunchtooklongerthanusualyouknowusgirlslikegoingoutandwindowshopping

wejustlostourselvesinthemoment

IsatdownwithBandileonthefloorandIgavehimhispizza

Me:Whatdowesaywhenwearegivensomething

Him:Thankyoumama

Ismiledandkissedhischeek.

IlookedatBandileforawhiletryingtofindsomethingthatresembledSimibutIcouldn'tfind

anyhelookedexactlylikeZweli.



Zweli:Whatareyouthinking?

Hesatdownandlaidhisheadonmythigh

Me:CanIaskyousomething?

Him:mmh?

Me:AreyoureadytotellmewhoBandile'smotheris?

Hekeptquietforawhilebeforehesatdownstraightandlookedatme

Him:Whydoyousuddenlywanttoknow?

Me:IneedtoknowZweliyoucan'thidethatfromme.BandileisoursonbutIstillneedto

knowthetruth.

IlookedatinnocentBandilewhowaschowingonthatpizza

Him:Idon'tknowwherethisiscomingfromallofasudden

Me:It'snotthefirsttimeIaskedyouthisquestion.

Him:Yesbutwewentthroughthisthatyoudon'tneedtoknowImeanyouareaotherfigureto

Bandile

Me:Let'snotconfusethings,IamnotBandile'smother

Helookedatme

Him:What?

Iquicklystoodup.WhatIhateaboutmeisthatIdon'tthinkbeforeIspeak,Ijustletmytongue

speakbeforemymind.

Me:I'mjustsayingthat..

Ipaused

Him:Youwerejustsaying?

Me:Zweliisthisthereasonwhyyoudon'twanttohavekidswithme

Him:Nikiwewewentthroughthis

Me:ButInevergotananswerfromyou.Youalwayschangethesubject!

Hesighed

Him:IdowanttohavekidswithyouNikiweit'sjust..



Me:Just?

Him:Notnow?

Me:When?Whenweturn40?WhenBandileisgrownandateenager?

Him:Ofcoursenot.

Me:Thenwhat?Meetmehalfwayherehelpmeunderstand!

Him:WhereisallofthiscomingfromNikiwe?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybethefactthatIamnotgettinganyyoungerandI'mawomanandIneed

childrenofmyown.

Him:WehaveBandilenjena...

Me:Heisnotmybaby!

HiseyesturnedcoldandIsawhishandsformingafist

Him:UngazongihlanyisaNikiwesincewhendoyouhavethesekindsofthoughts?Sincewhen

isBandilenotyourchildanymore?

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthis

Iwalkedoutandbangedthedoorbehindme.

.
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IwaswithTshepowewerestilltryingtofigureoutwhoissendingmethreatmessagesand

callingmeconstantly.

Me:Manthispersonitdeterminedtomakemylifealivinghell.Igetflowersdeliveredtome

withthreatmessagesthisshitiscrazyandgettingoutofcontrol

Tshepo:ThispersonlookslikeapromanhistracksareuntraceableandIcan'tseemtotrace

him.Nothingisworking.

Istoodupandrubbedmyhead

Me:Thiscannotbehappening

Him:Manthisisshit,youarescrewed

Me:IneedtofindaplanASAP



Ipacedaroundtryingtofindaplanforthis,theycan'tbelookingformenowthatI'vewentthis

far.Ican'tbegoingbacktothatplaceagainandIsurelycan'tservemylifeinjail.

IstoppedandlookatTshepo.

Me:Icanskipthecountryandgooverseasgetanewidentitytheycan'tsendmetojailthereif

Ihaven'tcommittedthecrimeinthecountrymanIcanstartanewlife.

Him:Howareyougoingtoskipthecountrytheyhaveeverybordersurroundedmanyou

lookedforeverywhere

Iexhaled

Me:Youdon'thavetoremindme!!

Hekeptquiet

Me:YoucanhelpmemantherehastobeawayIcan'tgobacktojailmanyougottahelpme

Hekeptquietforawhile

Him:Howaboutthatgirlman..theotherone..

Me:Boipelo?

Him:NomannotthatwhoreI'mtalkingabouttheonewithabuttandsomecurvesbeautiful

bodytheoneyousaidyouaregoingoverseaswith

Ichuckledshakingmyhead

Me:ManyoucanbestupidsometimesyoumeanSimi?

Henodded

Him:Thatone.

Me:Simiisjustawhilelotofwork..Idon'tthinkshewillagreetothisdudesheevenmoved

outman,tookhershitandwent

Him:Getoutofhere!

Ilaughed

Me:ButyouknowGIdon'trolllikethatIgaveheraweekifshedoesn'tgethershittogetherI

strike

Him:She'soutofyourwatchshemightflee,youknowwhatImeanbro

Me:IputatrackeronthefourwheelsshecangoanywherebutIwillalwaysfindher.Iain'tthat

dumb,I'mnotlettinghergoeasily



Him:What'sthedealwiththatchickmantherearesomanyskirtsyoucanjustpickuptodo

thisworkforyou.

Me:Noman,Simiistheonlyone

Heclosedhislaptop

Him:Idon'tseeheragreeingtothis

Me:Iwillhavetomakeher,it'snotlikeshehasachoice.

Him:Ithoughtyoulovedher

Me:Thatshithastobethrownoutthewindowwhenwetalkbusiness.

Helaughed
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Mydadwasfurious...likeangryasinI'veneverseenhimthisangryhedisappointedinme

sayingthatImovedfromonemantoanotherandworseImarriedhim.Hesaidhurtfulwords

thatnoparentcansaytotheirchild.Mymotherjustwalkedoutandsaidshewasvery

disappointedinme.Myfatherliterallytoldmetogetoutofhishouseandfixmyfuckeduplife.

IgotoutwithMbaliandwedroveoffinsilenceIwasjustconsumedinmythoughts.

ThecarcametoahaltinthedrivewayIlookedatherandsmiled

Me:Thankyoufordroppingmeoff

Shetouchedmyshoulderandsmiled

Her:Don'tletwhatdadsaidtoyougetinyourhead,hewasjustangryandhurthedidn'tmean

it

Iblinkedawaymytears

Me:Hewasrightthough,ImeanIdroppedoutofschool,I'mamothertoachildwholiveswith

myhusbandwhileIlivewithmyotherhusband...

Ilaughed



Me:Doesthatevenmakessense?

Shelookedatmewithhersmilestillplantedonherbeautifulface

Her:Youareverystrong,witheverythingthathashappenedinyourlifeyoufoundawaytolive,

youpushedthroughandstillwalked.YouarestrongerthanyouthinkSimi

Me:Maybethisisthelaststraw,IcantalwaysbestrongcanI?There'sadaywhereI'llgiveit

allup,there'sadaywhereIcan'tdoitanymorebecauseMbalimylifeiscloudedwithdarkness,

pain,miseryandbadthings

Her:Sometimesweneedtogothroughthebadtohavethegood

Me:IhavesentthroughtoomuchbadIdon'tseeanygoodthankthathashappenedtome

otherthanmychild.

Her:Youwillseethelightthroughthisdarkness,don'tgiveup

IopenedthedoorandgotoutIlookedatMbalioncemore

Me:Maybeinmylifelightdoesn'texist.

IclosedthedoorandwalkedtomyhouseIgotin.IwenttothekitchenandIfoundKagisoon

hislaptopIfeltliketurningbackbuthehadalreadyseenme.Welookedateachotheruntilhe

broketheeyecontact

Him:Areyoujustgoingtostandthereorareyougoingtositdownandtalkwithyouhusband

maybetellmewhereyoubeingforthepast24hours.

Itookadeepbreathandsatoppositehim

Him:Wecantalkoversomecoffee

Istoodupandtookouttwocoffeemugsandstartedmakingcoffee.WhenIwasdoneIgave

himhisandsatdownandtookasipofmineandputitdown.

Him:So...wherewasI?Oh..

HelookedatmeandgavemethecoldestlookeverIfeltmyhairsonmyskinstandup

Him:SowesleepoutnowwithouttellinganyoneIshookmyhead

Him:Wegoinandoutofthishousewithouttellinganyone?

IshookmyheadhebangedthecounterIjumpedandstoodup

Him:SitthefuckdownSimi

Ishookmyhead,tearswerenowstreamingoutandmyhandswereshakingandmyknees

weregivinguponme.



HecametomysideItriedrunningbuthegotaholdmeandpulledmesitdown

Him:Wearegoingtotalklivecivilizedgrownpeople.Nowsitthefuckdown.

Isatdownandhewenttositontheotherside

Him:SotellmewhatIneedtoknow

IswallowedhardasItriedtothinkoftherightwordstocalmhisdown

Me:Ididn'tmeantoleavelikethatIknowitwasdisrespectfulandIwasgoingagainstyour

rules..

Him:I'mgladyouunderstandthatyouwerebeingdisrespectfultoyourhusband

Inodded

Me:But..butItoldyouthatIwantedtogoseemysonbutyouwouldn'tagreeIknowyou

wouldn't

Him:SoyoudecidedtojustupandgoandsleepoveratGodknowswhere

Me:Iwasn'tthinking

Him:Youneverthink!!

Iclosedmyeyestightandtriednottoletourasob.

Hewipedhisforehead

Him:Soyouhaveachildwiththatbastard

Islowlynoddedhestoodup

Him:Washetherewhenyouwenttoseeyourson?

Me:Yesbutwedidn'tdoanythingitwasstrictlyaboutseeingmyson

Him:Youarelyingtome

Me:I'mnot

Him:IknowyouSimi,whenyoulieyoureyestendtowanderaroundtheroomtryingtoavoid

eyecontactwiththepersonyouarelyingto

IchosetokeepquietbecausehewasrightandeverythingIsatwillhaveconsequences.

HecametomeandpulledmebymyhairIscreamed.

Hepinnedmeagainstthefridgeandpartedmylegs.Hepushedhislegupmakinghisknees

pushagainstmyvaginahealsopulledhardonmyhair



Him:Whatdidyoudowiththatbastard

Iwasnowcryinghardlettingoutaloudsob

Me:He..hekissedme..but..butIdidn'tkissbackIswear

Him:Youarelyingtomeagain

Hishandsmadehiswaytomyneckhechokedmeliftingmeupmyfeetwerekickingtheair

tryingsohardtobreath

Me:Ka..Kag..please

Him:Youfuckenlietome?I'mgoingtoripyourheadoffSimiyoufuckenlietome!!

HeletgoofmeIfelldowncoughinguncontrollablyandmytearsstreameddownlikeariver.

Hekneeleddowninfrontoffme

Him:Igiveyoueverything,Igiveyoumyheart,Ishowyoulove,Igiveyoumoneybutyoustill

gobacktothatidiot.

HeroughlyraisedmychinsoIcanlookathim

Him:WhatdoeshehavethatIdon't

Me:Nothing..nothingIswearitdidn'tgothatfarIswear.

HesmiledIsmiledtootryingtomakehimbutmyactbuthissmileturnedintoacoldstarehis

soleofhisshoepinnedmedowntothefloor

Him:IfIfoundoutthatyoulyingIamgoingtokillyouandunlikehimwhoburiedyoualiveI

willripeverypartofyouandfeedyoutothedogsyoufeelme?

Inodded

Me:Yes..yes

Heremovedhislegandpickedmeup

Him:Mycoffeehasgonecoldmakemeanotherone.

InoddedItookhiscoffeepoureditoutandmadehimanotherone.Igaveittohimbuthe

pushedthecoffeeonpurposeanditspilledallovermyT-shirtmakingmescreamloudlyin

pain.

.
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Me:Idon'tknowaboutthisGugu...itdoesn'tfeelright

Wewereinthecarlookingoutsideofthewoman'shouse.Iwasreallyscaredwhatifthis

doesn'tworkoritcomesbacktome.Iheardalotofthingsaboutblackmagicthatitcomes

backtobiteyouattheend.

Gugu:Nikiwelookatme

Ilookedather

Her:Doyoutrustme

Ismiledandnodded

Her:Nowlet'sgo...there'snothingtobescaredabout

Webothtookthreedeepbreathsandgotout.Westartedwalkingtothegatesheopenedfor

mewegotin.Thehousewasverybeautifulitwaspaintedblackandwhitewithabeautifuland

colourfulgardenontheside

Me:Thishouselooksordinaryforasangoma..areyousureweareintherighthouse?

Shenodded

Her:Weare

Westartedwalkingtothedoorbutsomeonetalkedbehindus

"Stop!!"

Wefroze.

"Slowlyturnaround"

Weslowlyturnedaroundandwasmetbythisbeautifullightskinnedwomanshelookedpretty

normalshehadnodrawingsonherfaceoranyridiculousthinglikeothersangomasthough

hereyesweregrey.SheworealongblackskirtwithaawhiteT-shirtandablackdoekonher

head.Shewasalsowearingblackhighheels.

Shetiltedherheadtotheside

Her:WhatdoIowethispleasantvisit?

IlookedatGugushewasalsoscaredsheswallowedandlookedatthewoman

Her:Weareheretoaskyoutohelpmyfriendherein...

Thewomanraisedherhandforhertostop.

Her:Weshalltalkinside.Followme



Shewalkedpasseduswefollowedher

Gugu:Shesmellsnice

Me:Shutup!

Wegotinandherhousewasprettynormalwithpaintingsonthewall,aflowervase,aclockon

thehallway.Herhousewasalsoblackandwhitebutitseemedprettynormal

Me:Aresureweareintherightplace?

Woman:Youareintherightplacebeloved

IlookedatGugushewasalsoshockedthewomanwastoofarawayfromustohearmeandI

alsowhispered

Woman:Comecloser

Wewenttoshetookoutthreeglasses.

Her:Juiceorwine

Me:Uhm..I'dlikewater

Thewomanlaughed

Her:AndIthoughtIwaswhite

GuguandIlookedateachother

Woman:OhhwherearemymannersmynameisLucy

Me:Iam..

Lucy:NikiweandGuguIknowyou.Iknowwhatyouarehearfor.

Gugu:Youdo?

Lucy:Yes..followme

Weputourglassesdownandfollowedher.Sheopenedthisotherdoorbutitwasdark.She

switchedonthelightandIscreamedwhenIsawasnakeintheroomabigblacksnakebigger

thanapythonanditoccupiedthewholeroom.

Gugu:Uhm...

IwasstillscreamingwhenLucycameandstoodinfrontofme

Her:Shutupwillyou!

Ikeptquietandlookedatthesnakeitmadeit'swaytomeIswallowedhardIswearIfelt



myselfwantingtofaint.

Lucy:Momtransformtoyourhumanselfyouarescaringthem

ThesnakemovedbackandtherewasabrightlightintheroomIshieldedmyeyesandwhenI

openedtherewasabeautifulwomanstandinginfrontofmehereyeswerealsogreythywere

verybeautifulandlightskinnedtheylookedwhite.

Lucy:ThisismymotherLucia

Inodded.

Lucia:Youcansitdown

Welookedaroundtheroomwasemptywithnochairssowesatdownonthecoldfloor

Lucy:Iwillleaveyoutoitmom

ShewalkedourwelookedatLucia

Lucia:Whateveryouarehereforissomethingthatisveryhardtodo...morelikeimpossible

IlookedatGugu

Luciacametomeandsatrightinfrontofme.

Her:Youcan'tmakesomeonetolovewhenyoudon'towntheirheart.Itwillonlybringpain

insteadofhappiness

Me:Idon'tunderstand

Her:Youandthismanarenordestinedtobetogether.Yourdestinyisnottiedtohim

Gugu:Butwecanmakethemfallinlove,wecan..

Lucia:ChildIamnottalkingtoyou

GugukeptquietLucialookedatme

Lucia:Youhavewaistedyourtimecomingherewecannothelpyou.Wecannottemperwith

thefuture

Me:But..

Lucia:Hedoesnotloveyou..youcan'tmakehimloveyou

Istoodup.

Me:GuguweareleavingthisisstupidItoldyouIdidn'twanttodothis.

Luciastoodup



Her:Ifyouthinkyoucanmakehimloveyouitwon'twork...itwillonlybethedeathofhim

Me:What?

Her:Hewilldieinthehandsoftheenemy

Me:Theenemy?

Her:LookatyourhandsNikiwe..yourhandsarefullofblood...youarethedeathofhim

Ilookedatmyhandstheywerered

Her:Leavehim,lethimgoandhewilllive

IshookmyheadIwasveryangry.Ipointedmyfingerather

Me:Don'ttellmewhattodo..youarecrazyyouoldwoman.Zwelilovesme!

Her:That'swhatyouthink.

Me:Shutup!!!Zweliismineandminealonehewilllearntolovemeandwewillbehappy

together

Sheshookherhead

Her:Youwillonlykillhim

IpulledGuguup

Me:Youarecrazyyouoldwoman!!!

Wewalkedout

IstoppedandlookedatGugu

Me:Don'teverbringmetoyourcrazypeopleeveragainbecausetheymakemeangryGugu

whatthefuckdoesshemean?SoIamsuddenlyZweli'senemy?

Gugu:I'msorryNikiweifIknewIwouldn'thavebroughtyouhere

Lucycametous

Lucy:Howwasit?

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedout.WegotinthcarmyphonerangIlookedatitanditwas

ZweliIsmiledwidely.

IshowedGuguthescreen

Me:Youseehecares..heevencallsme..helovesme



ShesmiledIanswered

Me:Mylove

Him:Oohthat'snew

Igiggled

Me:Youaretheloveofmylifeso?

Helaughed

Him:WhereareyouImissyou?

Ismiled

Me:I'monmyway

Him:I'llbewaitingforyou

Me:Okay..Iloveyou

Him:Iloveyoubye

Idroppedthecallandsmiledwidely

Me:Talkingabouthewillneverloveme...FuckthatwomanZweliismine

[10/17,11:31PM]s.virimai:MYHUSBANDFROMHELL-S2

-

-

27

KAGISO

HetookouthisgunandpointedittoLethu'sback.

Him:Iwantyoutoquietlygetoutofthestorenow!

Helookedatme

Him:Leadtheway

Ihadnothingtodo,hehadagunwithhimandIknowhowdangerousandsinisterheis,he

mightjustpullthetriggeronbothofusinthisstore.Iledthewayaswewentoutofthestore.

HowdidInotseethis?Ithoughthediedthatday.Thiscan'tbehappening,I'msurelydreaming!



Him:Turntoyourleft

IturnedtomyleftandthisotherguycametomeandpushedmeagainstthecarandIhitmy

foreheadonthebonnetofthecar

Me:Aaaah

Luyolo:Tiehim

TheycamewitharopeandtiedmeasItriedtofightbackbuttheyheldmetightagainstthe

bonnet.Whentheyweredonetheypushedmeintothecarandlockedthedoors.IheardLethu

screamingIlookedbackandtheyweretryingtoputherintheboot.

Me:Lethergo!!Shedoesn'tknowanythinglethergo!!

Theyweren'tlisteningtheyputherinthebootandclosedit.TheygotinthecarandLuyolo

turnedandlookedatme

Him:Wearegoingtohavearidearoundtown,sosadthatyouwon'tbeabletoenjoytheride.

Blindfoldhim!

TheytiedablackclothonmyeyedsoIcan'tsee.IfeltapunchonmyleftcheekIgroanedasI

spitoutbloodandbendeddownsotheycan'tthrowanotherpunchbuttheyliftedmyheadup

andthrewyetanotherpunchIscreamed

Luyolo:Youaregoingtopayforkillingmysisterandmynephew

.

.

SIMI

Claudia:DanNkosihadbusinessesoverseasandalsoamultimillionairebusinessherein

SouthAfrica,whatwasleftofhismoneyinoverseaswasbroughttoSouthAfrica,alltotal

amountof50million+

IheardsomegaspsIwasalsoshocked,that'salotofmoneybutwhatcanIsay?TheNkosi

familyisrich

Claudia:ThemoneyisgoingtobesharedamongstthechildrenoftheNkosifamilynamely

Zweli,Luyanda,KhanyiandSihle.Thebrotherswillhave10millioneach,thetworemaining

childrenofNkosiwillreceive5millioneach.AndMrs.Nkosithesecond,namelySimlindile

Nkosi-Ngcobo....

Therewassilenceforawhile

Claudia:Dansaidthatwhenhewasgoingoverseashesawaglimpseofsomeonewholooked

likehisdaughterinlaw.Hewentovertothewomanandityetagainfulfilledhiscuriositythatit



whatindeedhisdaughterinlaw.Herememberedsayingthewords"Myheartneverlies,I

knewthatyouwerealive."YourememberthatSimi?

TheyalllookedatmeIclearedmythroat

Me:YesI..Iwasintheairportwhenthismanapproachedmeandtoldmethathealwaysknee

thatIwasalivebutIneverputthatintoconsiderationofwhathewassaying..hethengaveme

achequeof50000andsaidIshallcontinuewithmylife.

IsawZwelimovinguncomfortablyClaudiacontinued

Claudia:Hesaidhewasalwaysfondofyouandtohimyouwillalwaysbehisdaughter,hehas

watchedyougrowfromateenagegirltothiswomanyouare.WiththatbeingsaidDanleftyou

achequeof1millionandaskedyoutospenditaccordinglyandliveyourlifetothefullest.He

alsoblessesyourchildBandileand...

ShelookedatZweli

Claudia:Dansaysoverthepastfewdaysofhimbeingsickhehasseeinghowcloseyouwere

Bandile,hesaidshouldSimievercomebacktoyourlifeandfilefordivorce,youshallnot

separateherfromseeinghersonandwillrespecttherelationshipshehaswithwhomeverand

alsowithherbelovedson.

ZwelilookedatmeIjustsmiled.

Claudia:That'snotall...Mr.Nkosi..Dan'sbelovedwife

WealllookedatNombuleloshelookedsopowerlessanddrained.Sheslightlysmiled

Her:That'sme

Claudia:Iamsorryforthelossofyourhusband..hewantstosaysorryforallthebadthings

andthetorturehehascausedyou.Noamountofsorrycanbringbackyourhappinessandthat

glowinyourbeautifulbrowneyes.Hehasgivenyouthepowertocontrolallhisbankaccounts

andheleftthehousetoyouandhistwocarsandalsohissmallbusinessinSouthAfrica.To

thetwobrothersDanlovedyouverymuchhetalkedaboutyoualwayswhenhecomestome..

hehasgivenyouthepowertotorunthefamilybusinessandthebusinessesoverseasandhe

hasgivenyoutheremainingcars,jetsandeverythingheowned

Luyandagroanedandwipedhisforeheadinconfusion

Luyanda:ButdadknewhowmuchIhatethosekindsofbusinesses,Iamaproducer,I'minthe

musicindustry.

WelaughedClaudiacontinued

Claudia:Shouldtheboysnotbefittorunthebusinessestheycangladlystepdownandlearn

tobegoodbusinessmenwhilemywifetakesoverthebusinessbutIsurelyhavefaithinmy



sobZwelithathewillkeepourfamilybusinessrunning...Idon'thavemuchtosayabout

Luyandaheisintomusic,businessisnotforhim

Welaughedagain

Claudia:Thatwillbeall

WestoodupandhuggedClaudiagavemethecheque.WewalkedtoourcarsIwasaboutto

openwhenZwelicametome.HewasholdingBandile.

Me:Heylittleboy

ItookhimhestartedhittingmeonmyfaceandpullingmyhoopsItookthemoutandgave

themtohim.

Me:YoumissedmommyBandile?

Henoddedwhiletryingtochewonthehoops

Me:Ithinkheistoothing

Zweli:Heis,hechewseverythinghestumblesupon,evenmyhand

Ilaughed

Me:Sowheretofromnow?

Zweli:I'mjustgonnatakeovermydad'sbusinesses,expanditandseewhereitgoes

Inodded.LuyandacametousalongwithNikiwe.Hehuggedmetight

Him:Howareyou?

Me:I'mgood,IshouldbeImeanheleftme1million

Helaughed

Him:Yougolddiggingwhore

Me:Hey!

Ipushedhimwelaughed.Nombulelocametomehereyeslookedpuffyandshekeptsniffing.

Shehuggedme

Her:Iwishyouallthebestinlife

Me:Don'ttalklikethat,youarepartofmylife,BandileisyourgrandchildandIwillalwaysvisit

you.

Shesmiledandhuggedmeagain



Her:IloveyouSimiyouhavebeenlikeadaughtertome

Me:Andyouhavebeenmysecondmother,IloveyouMa

Shesmiled.Nikiwecametomewelookedateachotherthiswassoawkward.

Her:Hi

Me:Hey

ShelookedatBandile

Her:I'llbetakingthat

Shetookhimfrommeandgavememyhoopsback.Zwelicameandputhishandaround

Nikiwe'sshoulder

Him:IguesswewillseeyouaroundSimi.Rememberit'snotgoodbyebutseeyouwhenIsee

you

Ichuckled

Me:Yeah..whenIcometovisitmyson

Nikiwe:Yourson?

Me:Bandileismyson

TherewasalongsilenceNikiwegaveBandiletoZweliandwalkedawaywithherheelsmaking

noise

Me:Shedidn'tknowdoshe?

Heshookhishead

IkissedBandile'sheadasIopenedthedoor

Me:NexttimeIvisithimI'mtakinghimwith,hewillbespendingthedaywithme

Zweli:Iwon'targuewiththat,Iclearlyheardfather'slastwordsaboutmenotseparatingyou

fromyoursonblahblahblah

IlaughedasIwasabouttogoinKhanyicamerunningandhuggedme

Her:Iwasn'tgonnaletyougowithoutahug

WebrokethehugIchuckled.

Me:Bye

Igotinthecarandstartedit.AsIwasdrivingacallcameinItookitanditwasLethuI



answered

Me:Heygirlfriend!

Her:Helpme!!Simiyouhavetohelpme...

Me:What?

Her:I'mrunningoutofairtimeSimihelpmeI'mgoingtodiepleasehelpme!!!

Me:OkayokayIsitKagisowhereareyou?

Her:You...

TherewasabeepsoundIlookedatthescreenandthecallwascut

Me:Damn!!!

Itookau-turntoKagiso'shouse
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IstoppedatthegatesinceIdidn'thavetheremotecontrol.Igotoutandpushedthegateopen

andthenIwentbackintomycaranddrovein.IgotoutandtookmyhandbagwithIdidn'teven

careaboutclosingthegate.IgottothedooranddugmyhandinmyhandbagasIsearched

forthekeys.MakingthingseasierformeIthreweverythingoutonthefloorandIfoundthe

keys.IputeverythingbackinandopenedthedoorIwalkedintoaveryquiethouse.

Me:Lethu!!!!Lethu!!!!

IscreamedbutallIcouldhearwasecho'sofmyvoice.Itookofmyheelsandthrewthemon

thcarpetasIranupstairs.Iwenttoherroomandflungthedooropen.

Me:Lethu?!!!

Silence..Icheckedthebathroombuttherewasnothing.Iwentbackdownstairstolookformy

phoneinmyhandbag.Itookitoutandtriedtoswitchitonbutthebatterydied.

Me:No...no...noLethuyoucan'tdothistomeno..

Ilookedaroundandrantothelaundryroombuttherewasnothing.IwenttoKagiso'sstudy

andtherewasnotraceofLethunorKagiso.

Me:I'mlate..I'mlate



ItookmyleatherjacketoffasIfeltmyselfwantingtocryandIwasburningtooitwasreally

hot.

Me:I'msorry..Ifailedyou

DefeatedanddrainedasIwasIstoodup,tookmyjacketandwalkedoutofhisstudy.Igotto

thelounge,tookmyhandbagandmyheels.Igotintomycarandputonmyflipflops.Ialways

bringextrashoesinmycarbecauseI'malwayswearinghighheelsandtheymightgettiring

sometimes.Ireversedandgotoutagaintoclosethegateandgotinmycaranddroveoff.I

stoppedonthepavementandjustburiedmyfaceonthewheelandcried

Me:Ishould'veforcedyoutocomewithme,Ishouldn'thaveletyoustayed.NowI'mfreebut

youaretherecryingforhelp.GodknowswhatheisdoingtoyouLethuI'msorryIfailedyou.

IhittheseatasIbitmylip

Me:Ifeelsofuckenguilty

AfterawhileIstartedthecaranddroveoff.

IarrivedatMbali'shouseIparkedthecarinthedrivewayandgotout.Itookoutthekeysand

unlockedthengotin.MbalicametomeholdingAmahlewhowassuckingonapopsicle

Me:Isn'tAmahletoolittletobeeatingapopsicle

Her:Arghcomeon,don'tthrowthatmomcardonme...anywaysyoulockedusinwhatis

wrongwithyou?

Isighedandthrewmyselfonthecouchandtookoffmyjacket.

Me:Ididn'tthinkyouwouldwanttogooutandplusyouweresleepingyoulookedsofucken

peacefulandIknowhowmuchyouhatebeinginterruptedfromyoursleep

Her:WellfirstofallIneededtobuggrocerieswearerunningoutoffoodandsecondlystop

fuckenswearingitdoesn'tsuityouandthirdlycanyouholdAmahleformeIjustneedtotake

herclothesoffthewashingline

ShegavehertomeItookherandplacedheronmylap.

Me:Yourmotherisaminidevil..can'tsheputyouinapramandgooutwithyou?Imeanwhen

lastdidyouseethesunlight?

Mbali:Iheardthat

Ilaughed.IheardthedoorshuttingIsighedandstooduptakingmyphoneandputtingitinthe

chargerandwalkedtothekitchen.IputAmahleonthecounterandstoodinfrontofherjust

admiringherbeautifulface

Me:Youlooksoinnocent,IwishIcouldseelifethroughyoureyesbecausewithmelifeisjust



amess...

Amahle:Blaaiblahlala..plaplaitaaa

Me:Yeahandyouknowwhat'smoreconfusingisthatyouexpectthingstobethewayyou

thinktheyshouldbebutwhenitdoesn'tturnoutthatwayit'slikemothernaturehasturned

againstyou,youknowanattractiontobadthings..youknowthat?

Her:Tata..tata

Me:Yeah,andyouarejustpureandinnocentwithnoworrieswhatsoeverbutIfearforyou

dearAmahle,lifeisjusthellonEarth..Idon'tknowmaybedeathisheaven.

"Stopfeedingmychildnonsenseandgoremoveyourcarfromthedriveway."

IturnedandMbaligotinwithabigbowlofclothesinherhands.

Me:Car?

Her:Youhaveyourcarparkedinthedriveway..howdoyouexpectXolanitogetinwhenhe

comesbackfromwork

IexhaledloudlyandputAmahleonthefloor

Her:Isocan'twaitforyoutomoveout.

Ipassedherandsqueezedhercheeks

Me:IgotamillioninmyaccountIcanbutyourwholehouseandbuymyselfahouseandstill

havemoneyinmyaccountbigsis'

shelaughed

Her:Yougolddiggingwhore!

Iwalkedout

Me:CallmewhateverbutmoneyiswhatIgothoney!!

.

.

NIKIWE

IwipedBandile'sfacewithhiscloth

Me:Comeonbigboyjustonelastspoon

Heshookhishead



Bandile:IwantCocopopsIwantcocopops!

Isatdownonthecarpetandputthebowlonthetable

Me:Iseriouslydon'tknowwhattodoanymoreBandile..mommyistoostressednowIjust

wantyoutolistentome...foroncecansomeonejustacknowledgemeandobeymeI'malso

humanI'mnotimmunetopain.ListentomommyforonceBandileplease

Bandile:No!!IwantCocopops!!

FuriousIstoodupandtookhimhetriedfightingmeoffbutIheldhimtightandwenttothe

backyardwherethenannystaysIknockedandshetoldmetocomein

Her:Mrs.NkosiIdidn'tthinkyouwouldcomehere..I'msorryaboutthemess

Shestartedpickingupherclothesfromthefloor

Me:Leavethat..IwantyoutotakecareofBandileformepleaseIknowthisisyourknockoff

butIreallyneedtogosomewhereplease.

ShelookedatBandileandsmiled

Her:Ican'tsaynotothisangel.I'lltakecareofhimforyouMrs.Nkosiyoudon'thavetoworry.

Ismiledandgavehimtoherbuthestartedcrying

Bandile:Mommy..mommy!!

Me:Don'tworryhe'llcalmdownjustgivehimcocopopsandhewillbeokay.Youcanhavethe

sparehousekeysoyoucangointhemainhouseandtakeeverythingthathemightneedokay?

shenoddedIgaveherthesparekeyandwentoutwithBandilestillcryingandscreamingfor

me.

Igotintomycar,starteditanddroveoff.

IparkedthecarnexttothegateandbattledmyselfifIshouldgoinornot.Idon'twhyIwas

hereorwhatIwasdoingherebutIneededanswers..Ineededtoknow.Thegateopenedby

itselfsoIdrovemycarinandgotout.AsIturnedaroundIalmostfellwhenshewasrightin

myface

Me:Youhaveatendencyofsneakinguponpeoplelikethat?

Her:No,IjustsensemorestrongerwhenI'mclosertoyou

Me:Sensewhat?

ShewalkedtothedoorIfollowedher.

Her:Ifyouareheretocauseusharm



Me:WhywouldIcauseyouharm?

Her:Youwillneverunderstand

Sheopenedthedoorandwegotin.Wewenttothekitchen

Her:Wineorjuice

Me:Iwanttotalktoyourmom

Her:Sostaringforward..

Ijuststaredather

Her:Mymomdoesnothavetimeforgames..wedonothavetheanswersyouseek

Me:Iwilldiscussthatwithyourmother

Her:Mymother..

Herspeechwascutshortwhenhermotherwalkedin

Me:Mam'Lucia..apleasuretomeetyouagain

Iwalkedtoherforahandshakeshejustlookedatmewithhergreyeyesandherthinlips

maintainingastraightline

Her:Mygirlwedonothavetheanswersthatyouareseekingfor.

Me:Chill,youdon'tevenknowwhatIamherefor

Lucy:Weknowwhatyouwant..wecansenseitwayfromthegate.

IwasgettingsoannoyedwiththisgirlbecauseIwasheretotalktohermothernother.

Lucia:ErasethosethoughtsfromyourmindbecauseLucyismybabyandthroughheryou

shallspeaktome.

Me:Sonowyoucanreadminds?

TheybothtiltedtheirhandsatthesametimeIexhaled

Me:OkayokayI'msorry

Istartedwalkingback

Me:IcanseethatIamnotwelcomedheresoIshallleaveinpeace.

Lucy:Domeafavourandnevercomebackplease,mymotherandIhavezerotoleranceof

surprisevisits.



IwalkedoutandgotintomycarangryasIwasIshoutedforthemtoopenthegateandwhen

itopenedIjustspedout.

.

.

KAGISO

Theytookmeoutanddraggedme.Wefinallycametoastopandtheytooktheblindfoldoff

myeyesIlookedaroundandIwasinsomekindofagarage

Me:WhereamI?

"Faraway,wherenoonecanfindyou"

Luyolocametomeandkneeleddowninfrontme

Him:NcncncKagiso

HeslappedcountlesslywhilelaughingIstaredathim

Him:Mypreciousbrotherinlaw..Ineverthoughtwecouldmeetagain

Me:Areyoutheonewhokeptsendingmethreatmessages

Hestoodup

Him:Iwouldn'twantyoutolookatitasthreatmessages,lookatitasafriendlymessagefrom

yourlonglostfriend....

Hepunchedme

Him:OfcourseIhavebeensendingyouthreatmessages.

Me:Youcouldn'tfaceme(laughing)Youwerealwaysweak

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:Iamgoingtofuckyouup,Iamgoingtokillyouforkillingmysisterandmynephew.Iam

goingtomakeyoufeeldoubletopainmysisterfelt.

Me:Andyouknowwhat?Idon'tregreteverburningyoursisterandyourpreciousnephewalive.

Yoursisterplayedme,shecheatedonmeandalsoliedtomethatthatbastardofachildis

mine

Hegrabbedmyshirt

Him:Don'tfuckentestme!!



Me:Andyouknowwhat'smorefun?Iwatchedherasmyfriendsateherforlunch...insteadof

thosegroansshecriedofpainandaskedmetostopbutyouknowwhat?Ididn't..Iwatchedas

theyrippedherpussyapart..

HepunchedmeIfelldownandlaughed

Me:Istillrememberthatdaylikeitwasyesterday.Wantmetosharethestory?OfcourseI'll

sharetostoryman....justwatchinghertheretiedtothatchairandcrying,herdaughterwas

layingnexttoherlifelessaftersomebulletstoherheadandchest.Irememberpouringpetrol

andparaffinoverhersexybody.IwatchedashereyeswidenedwhenIlitthematch.Iheard

herlastandherlastwordsasIsetthehouseonfire..andsheburnedjustlikethatBOOM!!

gone!!(laughing)Youknowwhat'stheinterestingpartaboutthestory?Iwenttochurchand

prayedandyouknowwhatIsaidtoGod?

Helookedatmeashistearsfelldown

Me:Isaid"Godtakebackthetimeandevents..turnbacktheclockbutnothingwillstopme

fromKillingAnathionceagain..yes..Iwilldoitoverandoveragain"

Hewentdownonhiskneesandcrouchedhisheadashecried.

Ilaughed

Me:Killme...feedmetothedogsbutknowthatitwon'tbringbackyoursister.IkilledherandI

don'tregretit!!!

HecriedlouderandIwatchedhisshouldersmove.Iwatchedamankneelinfrontofmeand

crybecauseIkilledhislittlesisterandhisnephew.
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SIMI

Ibrushedherhairoffandkissedhersmallpinklips

Me:Shelookslikeyouthough,nothinglikeXolani...wellmaybethecomplexionbuteverything

isyours

WewereinMbali'sroomonthebedAmahlewassleepinginthemiddleofuswhileIwason

theothersideandMbaliontheothersideaswell.

Her:Youshouldtellthattoherfather



Ilaughed

Me:YoushouldseeBandilehelooksexactlylikeZweliandnothinglikemeIsometimesfeelso

jealous.

Shelaughed

Her:SoI'vebeenwantingtoaskyou

Isatupandlookedather

Me:Yeah?

Her:Idon'twanttosoundsomehowbutdidthisgettoyouthatyouaremarriedtotwopeople

andIhaven'theardyoutalkingaboutdivorce?

Istaredather

Me:Idon'tthinkthisconcernsyousinceImeanyouandXolanihaveproblemsbutyoudon't

seemegettingintoit.

Her:I'mjusttryingtomakeyourealizethattheywillalwaysbeinyourlifeifyoudon'tdothis.

It'sbadenoughthatyouhaven'treportedboththeguysfordomesticviolenceandattempted

murder,Ihatetosaythisbutthiswillgetbacktoyou.Youwon'tbeabletomoveonwithyour

lifewhenyoustillpartoftheirlife.It'stimeforyoutotakecontrolofyourlifeandstopletting

otherpeopleruleoveryouandtakethewheel..Iwantmysisterback,Iwanthertobehappy

again.

Isighedandsatback

Me:Idon'tknow.I'msoconfused.Mymindisallovertheplace..youknowthatfeelingwhere

nothingmakessenseatallanditjustfeelslikethemoreyoutrytofigurethingsoutthemore

youconfuseandfrustrateyourself?

Her:Iknowthatfeelingverywellbutthat'snotwhatI'msaying.

Me:WhatareyousayingthenMbaliyouarenotmakingsense

Her:I'msayingthatdivorceZweliandthendivorceKagiso..afterthatyoucanrelaxandmove

onwithyourlife.

Me:Easiersaidthandone

Her:Youhaven'ttried

Me:OkayIamdonehere

Istoopupandworemyflipflops

Me:I'mgoingtomakemyselfasandwich,wantone?



Her:AllIwanttoseeisdivorcepapersinyourhands

Ithrewapillowather.Shelaughed

Me:I'llsleeponit

Her:Youshouldyoudumbhead

Me:Callmethatonemoretime

Iwalkedoutandwenttothekitchentomakemyselfasandwich

IpouredjuiceandwenttositintheloungeandswitchedontheTV.MyphonerangasIsat

down.ItookitoutanditwasZweliIgroanedandanswered

Me:Whatnow?

Him:Hellotoyoutoo,IhopeIdidn'tfindyouatabadtimethistimearound

Me:NotreallyIwasjustwatchingTV

Him:Ohthat'sgreatthen

Me:Why?

Him:Weneedtomeet

Igroaned

Me:Ifit'saboutmysonthenIcancomebutotherthanthatthereisnoreasonforyoutobe

callingmeaboutmeetingup

Him:Trustmethisisimportant

Me:Okay

Him:I'llsendyoutheplaceandyoujusthavetocomehere,Igiveyoulessthan30minutes.

Me:Andherehegoesbossingmearound

Hechuckled

Him:Justbehere

Me:Okay

Ihungupanddrankthelastcontentsofmyjuice.Irinsedtheglassandputitawayand

finishedmysandwich.IwenttomyroomandworeblackleggingswithablackT-shirt,leather

jacketandblackankleboots.Icombedmylongblackhairandtieditinaneatponytail.Itook

mybagandputmyphonein.Icheckedthetimeanditwas18:47IwenttoMbali'sroomtotell



herthatI'mleavingbutshewasalreadysleeping.Iwalkedout,wentdownstairsswitchedoff

theTVandthelightsItookthehousekeysandlockedtheminside.AsIgotintothecarIgota

messagefromZweliaboutwhereweweregonnameetanditwastheMeet&GreetRestaurant.

Igotthereandwentoutmakingmywayinside.IlookedaroundandIcouldn'tspothimuntila

waitresscametomeandgreetedme

Him:MeetingwithZweliNkosi

Me:Yes

Him:Followme

IfollowedhimandhesentmetoanisolatedplacefarfromeveryoneIfoundZwelistanding

therenexttothedoorleadingtotheVIPsection.

Iapproachedhimandwehugged

Me:WhatamIdoinghere

HekissedmycheekignoringmeandwrappedhisarmaroundmywaistIdidn'thavetimefor

meaninglessfightssoIlethimbe.WewalkedourwaytotheVIProomandheimmediatelylet

goofmeaswetookaturnandIwassurprisedtofindthewholeNkosifamilythere.Theyall

stoodupasweapproachedthemNombulelocametomeandhuggedme.

Her:OhhmychildIcan'tbelievethisIsyou.

Shebrokethehugandcuppedmyface

Her:Howhaveyoubeen

Me:I'vebeengoodyou?

Her:WellI'vebeenfine

Me:I'msorryaboutthetragicnews,Danwasagreatman

Her:Yeahuhm..youlookgreat

Luyanda:Yeahshelooksreallygreat

Hecametomeandhuggedmetighthewhisperedtome

Him:YoulooksosexyImightjustripthoseleggingsoff

Ibrokethehug

Me:Thatwassoinappropriate

HechuckledKhanyiandSihlecametome.Wehugged



Khanyi:Heylookatyou,youlooksogrown

Sihle:Andsoalive

Welaughedandwenttositdown.IlookedatNikiwewhowasonherphoneandshehadn't

greetedmeatall.IshiftedmyattentiontoZweli

Me:SowhatamIdoinghere

Helookedathiswatchandbackatme

Him:Sheshouldbeherebynow

Me:Who?

"SorryI'mlate"

IturnedaroundandIwasmetbythisformalwomanwearingapencilskirtwithawhiteshirt

andablacksuit.

Zweli:Talkaboutbeingunprofessional

Hestoodupandwenttothewomantheyshookhands

Her:I'msorryIwascaughtupwiththetraffic,youknowhowN1is.

Zweli:Iunderstand.

Thewomanlookedatme

Her:IsthistheMrs.Nkosiwehavebeenwaitingfor?

UncomfortablyIlookedoveratNikiweandassheheardthe"Mrs.Nkosi"sheliftedherhead

andlookedatmeIquicklyshiftedmyeyesandlookedatthewomanandbackatZweli

Zweli:Ohmybad,SimithisisClaudiaShabangu,ClaudiathisisSimi.

Istoodupandweshookhands.IlookedbackatZweli

Me:Istilldon'tunderstandwhyI'mhere?

Zweli:Claudiaismydad'slawyerandweareheretoreadfather'swill

Me:Ithoughtthismeetingwasnextweek

Claudia:I'msorrybutthiswasallmyfaultthemeetingwassupposedtobenextweekbutI

won'tbeavailableI'llbetravelingsoIthoughtweshouldgetthisoveranddonewith

Me:Oh

Wesatdown



Claudia:Sosinceallofyouareherewecannowstart

Nikiwe:Yeahlet'sgetthisoveranddonewith,Ican'twaittobeexcused

IlookedatherandshegavemethemostcoldestlookeverIlookedaway.Iwonderwhatisit

thatIhavedonetoher.

.

.

KAGISO

IputthecheeseinthetrolleyasLethuwenttogetherselfsanitarypads.WewereinPicknPay

doingsomeshoppingsinceweranoutofgrocery.

Shecamebackandputthepadsinthetrolley

Me:Ithoughtyousaidyouweregettingonlytwo

Shesighed

Her:It'sjust4,twomorebecauseIgetaheavyflowandIknowthattwopacketswon'tbe

enough

Me:Howmanydaysdoyoustayonyourperiods?

Her:Aweek

Me:Isthatevennormal

Her:Sincewhendoyoucare,dearcousin?

Iignoredherandpushedthetrolley.AfterawhileIheardLethubreathingheavilyIturnedto

her

Me:Areyoualright?

Shewasbreathedabnormallyandshakingherhead.Ifollowedherdirectiontowhereshewas

lookingandmyeyeswidened.Ifeltmyheartbeatingoutofmychestasheturnedaroundand

sawus.

IlookedatLethu

Me:Keepwalkinganddon'tlookback

Westartedwalkingfaster.

Lethu:Heisapproachingus



Me:Justkeepwalking

WeuppedourpaceandasweturnedIheardLethuyelpbehindmeIturnedaround.

Me:Lethergo

AsscaredIwasImaintainedmystraightface.

HeletgoofLethubuthestillkepthisgazeather

Him:Sothiswhereyouhavebeenhiding?

Lethu:Luyolo...

Shewassweatingandshakinguncontrollably

Heturnedandlookedatme.HegavemethatsidesmileandIknewtherewasnowhereout

Him:Brotherinlaw...wemeetyetagain
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SIMI

IhadtextedZwelithatIneedtoseehimbecauseIhavesomethingimportanttotellhim.

ReasonwhyIhavedecidedtotalktohimisbecauseIhavedivorcepapersandIwasplanning

ongivingthemtohim.IamtiredofthatlifewhereIhavetogobackandforthwithtwoguys.I

needtotaketheupperhandandthewheeltocontrolmylifeagain.Iamtiredofpeopleplaying

meandrunningmylifethewaytheythinkitshould.

IwanttodivorceZweliandBandilewillbetheonlythingthatbindsustogether.Iwanttomove

onwithmylife,JanuaryisaroundthecornerandIwanttogobacktovarsityandfinishmy

coursebutIcan'tdothatwithsomuchthat'shappeninginmylife.

Me:Ineedtodomyhairtomorrow

Iwasstandinginthemirrorcombingmylongblackhair.Mbaliwassittingonthebed

breastfeedingAmahle.

Her:Whatwereyoudoing?

Me:I'mthinkingofblondebraids,itwillsuitme

Her:Yesitwill,youarelightskinnedsoblondewillsuityouperfectly



WhenIwasdonecombingitItieditinaneatponytailandtookmyslingbag.

Me:HowdoIlook?

Her:Youareabouttohadsomeonedivorcepapersandyouareworriedaboutyourlooks?

Isighed.IkissedAmahleonthecheek.

Her:YoushouldprobablytakethesparekeybecauseXolaniistakingusout.Ithinkheison

hiswaynow.

Me:NoI'mnotgoingstaylong,he'lljusthavetosignthesepaperssothatwilltakeabout30

minutestocomeandgo.

Her:Okay,drivesafe.

Ismiledandwalkedout.Igotintothecaranddroveoff.

14minuteslaterIwasparkingintheparkinglotandgotout.Ifixedmypencilskirtandstarted

walkingintothebuilding.Thisbuildingwasbigandwellbuilt.Ontheoutsideinbigitwas

written"Nkosiconstructionheadquarters"Iwalkedinandawomancametome.

Her:Goodmorningma'am,Mr.Nkosiwillbeseeingyounow.

ItookofmyblazerandgaveittoherassheleadmetoZweli'soffice.Sheopenedthedoorfor

meIwalkedinandZweliwasfacingtheothersidelookingoutthebigwindowandhewason

thephone

Him:Yes....Ithinkwewillhavetolookitthroughandmakesuretherearenoobstaclesand

constraints...wehaveaboardmeetingin19:00.....strictly....Iwillhavetopersonallylookatit...

Heturnedaroundandassoonashesawmehesmiled.Heraisedhishandfortheassistantto

gooutshewentoutandImademywaytohistableandIsatdownononeofthecomfyseats.

Ilookedathimashepinklipsmovedandtheywayhewouldfrownandsmileinbetweenhis

talksandthewayhemovedhishandwhenhemadegesturesandthewayhissuitfithim

perfectlyonhissexybody.Helookedatme

Him:YeahIhaveanimportantguestI'llcallyouassoonasI'mfree....okay

Hedroppedthecallandputthephoneaway.Heputhishandsonthetableandleanedcloser

tome

Him:Simi..whatapleasantsurprisevisit.

Me:Youshouldbesurprised,I'veneverbeenherebefore.

Hecametomyside

Him:Iam,howdidyougethere?



Me:Iresearchedyourcompanyandluckyformeithadtheaddress

Hesmiled

Him:Wineorwater

Hewalkedtothesmalltableonthefarend.

Me:Wine?

Helaughed

Him:Ofcoursewine,whydidIevenask.

Hecamebackandgavemetheglassofwineandhealsohadhis.Hemovedsomepaperson

thetableandsatontopofit.

Him:SowhatdoIowethispleasantsurprisevisit?

Igulpeddownthewineandputtheglassdown.HowdoIevendothiswithoutcrushinghis

spirit?WhatamIsaying?whointhislifetimegetsexcitedwhentheyaregivendivorcepapers?

Itookmybagandtookoutthepapers.Iextendedmyhandandhetooktheenvelope

Him:What'sthis?

Hehadhisthickeyebrowraised..

Ikeptquietashetookthepapersoutfromtheenveloped.Ilookedathimashiseyesscanned

thepaper.Heslowlyraisedhisheadandlookedatme.Oureyeslockedandhelookedatme

forthelongesttime.

Heexhaledloudlyandbrushedhisfacewithhishand.

Him:Isawthiscoming

Hewentdownthetableandwentaroundandsatonhisofficechair.Hetookoutapenfrom

hissuitandleaneddowntosignthepapers.Hepausedandclosedhiseyes

Him:Doyoureallywantmetodothis?

Helookedatme.DoIreallywanthimoutofmylife?Yes

DoIstilllovehimandwishthatwecouldstartover?Yes,soIdon'treallyknowwhatmy

answeris.

Inoddedandwithouthesitationhesignedthepapersandputthembackintheenvelope.He

puttheenvelopedownonthetableIstoodupandtookitthenplaceditinmybag.

Hewenttosmalltableandrefilledhisglassandimmediatelygulpeddownthewine.Istarted



walkingtothedoorwhenIfeltmytearswantingtobetrayme

Him:Simi

Istoppedandturnedaround.HecametomeandIsteppedback

Me:Pleasedon'tmakethisanymoredifficult

Hestoppedandclosedhiseyesthenopenedit,tearsfellfromhiseyesashelookedatme

Him:Justonegoodbyekiss

Me:NoZweli

Him:Please,justonce

Hecametomeandheldmywaistandbroughtmecloser.Iclosedmyeyesashissmellwent

tomynose,hesmelledsogoodandsomanly.

Iopenedmyeyesandhewaslookingatmesmiling

Him:YoulooksobeautifulMaNgcobo..

Ismiled.HeleanedcloserasIclosedmyeyesandletthemomenttakemeawaytoaplaceof

belongingandhappiness.HissoftcoldlipsmetmineandIwasturnedonwhenItastedthe

wine.Hekissedmeslowlyandpassionatelypullingmeclosertohim.Myhandsmadeit'sway

aroundhisneckandIdeepenedthekissasIFrenchkissedhim.Hishandsmadeit'swayto

mybuttandhesqueezeditslowlypickingmeup.Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist.He

brokethekissandlookedatme

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Heputmedownandfixedmypencilskirt.

Him:Youlooksoformalandit'safuckenturnon.Icanjustripyourclothesoffnowandhave

mywaywithyou

Me:Stopthinkinglikethat

Him:Ican'thelpitwithyoursexyselfinfrontofme

HepulledmyhandIgaspedasIhithischestwithmybreastshechuckled

Him:Iusedtosuckonthosebreasts

Me:Stop

Him:CanItouchthem?



Me:No

HebithislipandbeforeIknewitmyshirtwasopenandhewassqueezingmybreastsI

moaned.Hepartedmylegswithhiskneeandhebroughthislipsclosertomewekissed.He

snakedhishandsinmypantyandstartedrubbingmyclitImoanedlouder.Hetookhishand

outandpickedmeupandmadehiswaytothebigcouchonthefarendoftheoffice.

Me:Whatarewedoing?

Heplacedmeonthesofaandpartedmylegs.Heloweredmyskirtandmyunderwear.His

buriedhisfaceinmyvaginaandsuckedonitashishandplayedwithmyclit.

Me:Ahhhh

Hecameupandkissedme

Him:Imissedyou

HetookofhissuitandshirtIranmyhandsonhissixpack.Heliftedmybuttupandmademe

layproperlyashetookofhispantsandhisboxers.HisthickjuicypenisswungoutIhelditand

rubbedithegroaned.IdirectedittomyvaginaandheenteredmeslowlyImoanedloudlyas

mytoescurledupandmybackarched.Hewasthrustingmeslowlywhilemassagingmy

breastsandkissingmeImoanedinhismouthandheincreasedhispaceIfeltmyself

cumming

Me:Ahhh...ohhhhhZwelibabyI'mcummmmmmingahhhhhhhh

Hepumpedintomefasterashewasalsocumming.Wereachedtheclimax

Him:Ahhh...fuccccckkkkbaby!!!

Hispacedwassloweruntilhestoppedandcameoutofme.WekissedIbrokeitandbrought

mybodyclosertohisasIclosedmyeyes.

Me:Iwantmore

Him:What?

Me:PleaseZweli...Ineedmore?

Myhandmadeit'swaytomyvaginaasIplayedwithmyself

Me:I'mdyingZwelipleaseIneed..Ahhh...Zwelipleasemakelovetomeplease...

IsqueezedmybreastsandrubbedmyclitasImoanedlookingathimmyeyesredandmy

tearswantingtocomeout

Me:Iloveyoupleasedon'tdothistome...makelovemetoagainpleaseIneedinsideofme

babyI'mdyingplease



Ikissedhim.Hereturnedandplayedwithmyvagina.

Me:Yessss

Heliftedmylegsandputthemonhisshoulderandlookedatmyvaginathenme

Him:Iamgoingtofuckyouhardbabyyouwillneverforgetthis...

Me:Fuckmehard!

HesmiledandenteredmeIgaspedashepumpedmehard

Me:Faster!!!

HepumpedfasterImoanedandrubbedmyclitintheprocess.

.

.

KAGISO

IfeltsomeonepouringwateronmeIopenedmyeyesandmyeyesmetLuyolo's.

Him:Morningyouasshole

IsatupstraightandIwasstillinthegarage

Me:Forhowlongareyougoingtokeepmehere?

Him:ForaslongasIwantto.Nowcome,Ihaveasurpriseforyou.

Hedraggedmetotheotherroom.Hemademekneeldown.ThedoorswungopenandLethu

cameinnakedandcrying.Herweavelookeddirtyandshehadscratchesonherface

Me:No!!!Thishasnothingtodowithherlethergo!!!

Itriedfightingbuttwomencametomeandtiedmyhandsandlegs.Oneofthempointeda

gunatme.

Luyolo:Iwantyoutowatchasmyfriendseatherjustlikehowyourfriendsatemysister.

Me:Nopleasenotherno!!!

Theyforcefullymadeherbendastheypartedherlegs.

Me:No..fuckyouleavemycousinoutofthis,no!!!

Theypunchedherasshetriedtobreakfree.Oneofthemtookoftheirpantsandboxers.They

directedtheirpenistoherwholeandslammedinLethuscreamedinpainIclosedmyeyesasI

feltmytearscomingout.Herscreamspiercedthroughmyears.Thegroansoftheguymade



memoreangryIopenedmyeyesandtheotherguywastryingtoinserthispenisinLethu's

mouth.TheyforcefullyopenedhermouthandputtheirshaftinhermouthIsawhereyes

wideningandtearsfalling.Shegaugedbuttheguyonlyforcedhiswaymoreinsideandtold

hertosuckit.Shehadnochoicebutsuckitbecausetheyhadheratgunpoint.

Luyolo:That'senough...

IletoutasoftsobasIhereyesmetmineandshecried.

Luyolo:Wearegoingtodoitmissionarystyle

Me:Nomanthat'senoughno!!!

Theyturnedheraroundandmadeherlieonherback.Theypartedherlegswiththegun

Luyolo:Haveyourwaywithher.Igiveyouanhour

HewentoutandItriedfightingthetwoguysbutitwasnousebecauseIwastied.

Me:Pleasestop...youarekillingher!!!

Lethulookedatmecryinghardastheypumpedintoher

Her:Help..helpmeKagiso...
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ZWELI

IworemypantsandfixedmyshirtandadjustedmytieasSimipulleddownherpencilskirt

andfixedheralreadyruinednaturallonghair.Ismiledasshelookedatme.Hereyesran

aroundtheroomtryingtoavoideyecontact.

Ipickedupherbagandgaveittoher.Shetookitlookingatme.

Me:Areyouokay?

Shenodded.

Her:Ishouldprobablygo..

ShestartedwalkingandIfollowedher.

Me:Letmewalkyouout



Shedidn'tsayanything,Iwrappedmyhandsaroundhersmallwaistandbroughthercloserto

measwewentoutofmyoffice.Sheyankedmyhandoffwhenwewereout.

Her:Actprofessional

ShetookherjacketfrommyPAandworeitthenlookedatme

Her:SoUhm...thanksforsigningthepapersandIhopethiswon'taffectmyrelationshipwith

myson.

Me:What!ofcoursenot,yoursonisyoursasmuchasheisminesoIwillneverseparateyou

fromhim

Her:IknowyouZweliyoutendtobeselfish,cruelandactforyourselfwithoutthinkingabout

others.

Ikissedhercheek

Me:Let'sjustsayI'llchange

ShenoddedIwalkedheroutandwhenwereachedhercarIopenedforher.

Me:SowhenwillIseeyouagain?

Her:RegardstoBandile,I'llseeyouwhenIcometofetchhim

Me:YouknowwhatImean

Her:Wearedivorced,wecan'tcontinuewiththis...

Me:Soareyousayingthatwhathappenedtherewasamistake?

Shelookeddown

Her:Wewerebothactingonemotions..itshouldn'thavehappened

Ifrowned

Me:Simiitmeantsomethingtome,itmeantalotmorethanyouthink

Her:Don'tgetcarriedawayitwasjustastupidmistake

Me:Soyouregretwhathappened?

Her:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat

Me:Youknowwhat,Idon'tcareanymoreSimijustgo...

Shegotinthecarandlookedatme

Her:Itwasgoodseeingyou



Me:Yeahwhatever,andmakesureyoudrinkthepill.Idon'twantanythingelseremindingme

ofyou.

Islammedthedoorandwalkedbacktothebuilding.Igottotheelevatorandgotin.Tearsfell

downasIrememberedallthethingsIdidtoher,allthehurt,tortureandmiseryI'vecausedher.

Ilostherandshewillnevergetbackwithme,evenifshediditwouldn'tbethesame.The

elevatoropenedIgotoutandmyPAcametome

Her:Mr.ZweliNk..

Me:NotnowBethany

Islammedthedoorofmyofficeandwalkedtothetable.Ipushedeverythingonmytable.

Me:WhathaveIdone!!!!

Ipunchedthetableinanger.

Me:Whywhywhy?!!!

Iwasnowbreathingheavily.Iquicklywalkedtomydrawerandtookoutmypills.Ipoured

somewineanddownedmypillswiththewine.Isatdownonmychairandtookmystressball

startedsqueezingit.

Thedoorsuddenlyopenedandmyassistantcamein

Me:Isaidnotnow!!

Her:Someoneisheretoseeyousir

Me:Canceleverything..everymeetingand...

ThedooropenedwidelyandNikiwewalkedinwithherheelsmakingnoiseonthefloor.I

sighedandstoodup.Wemethalfwayandhuggedbriefly.Ikissedhercheekandlookedatmy

PA

Me:Youcanexcuseyourself

Her:Yessir

ShewentoutandIlookedatNikiwe

Me:Aren'tyousupposedtobeatwork?

Her:Imissedyou

Me:I'mbusy

Her:Icanseethat



Shesaidthatwhilelookingatthepapersandeverythingonthefloor

Ichucklednervously

Me:I...thisisjust...Ihadaveryroughmorningsouhm..

Her:LuckilyIbroughtyourfavouritecoffee

Ismiledandsatdownshecameandsatnexttometakingoutthecoffee.ShegaveittomeI

sippedandputitdown

Her:Youlookstressed

Me:It'swork,youknowhowexhaustingitcanbe

Her:Iknow,that'swhyIdecidedto...

Sheopenedherbagandtookouttwoticketsandgavethemtome.Icuriouslytookthemand

lookedatthem

Me:Waterfrontresort?Vacationfortwo?

Shesmiledwidely

Her:Ibookedusticketsforthe2weeksvacationtowaterfront.

Ilookedatherspeechless.Shecametomeandsatonmylapkissingmylips.

Her:It'llbesomuchfun,justyouandmespendingqualitytimetogether

ShekissedmyneckIpushedherofflightlyshestoodup

Her:Ithoughtyouwouldbehappyaboutthis

Me:Iam..

Her:Yourfaceandbodytellsmeotherwise

Iwipedmyface

Me:Don'tyouthinkthisistooearly?ImeanIhavealotofworktodosincedadgavemepower

toeverythinginhisbusinessandLuyandaisnothelpingatall..thisisalotformeanda

holiday,vacationorwhateveritisisthelastthingonmymind

Hersmilefadedandshefrowned

Her:Oh..

Me:Butwe..wecangohavelunch

Shebeamedhappily



Her:Thatwouldbelovely

Shekissedmycheekandstartedwalkingtothedoor

Her:I'llseeyouthisafternoon..Loveyou!!

Me:Yeah..loveyoutoo

Shewalkedoutandshutthedoorbehindher.Itooktheticketsandthrewtheminthebinnext

tomydesk.

.

.

SIMI

IparkedthecaratPicknPayandwalkedin.Itookatrolleyandstartedlookingaroundfor

somegroceries.IliveinMbali'shouseforfreesoImightaswellhelpwithsomethingandI

chosegroceries.AsIwaswalkingIsawawomanwhowaspushingatrolleyandtherewasa

boyinthetrolleyandamannexttothewomanholdingherwaist.Theywalkedpassedmeand

thewomangiggledasthemanwhisperedsomethinginherear

Woman:Johnstop,youaresonaughty!!

Ifoundmyselflookingatthemwithenvy.WhatifitwaslikethiswithZweli?Usbeingahappy

familywithmysonandgoingtomallstogether?

Butthatwasjustthoughts,Zweliismarriedandevenifweweretogetbacktogether,itwill

neverbethesameagain.Iamnotangryathimoranything,IcanseehehaschangedandI

longforgavehimbutgettingbacktogetherwithhimissomethingIdon'tseemyselfdoing

.

.

KAGISO

"That'senough"

HewalkedinwithclothesandthreethematLethuasthetwoguysgotdressedandwalkedout.

Luyolocametomeholdingagun

Luyolo:Leavehimwithme...

Guy1:Areyousureboss?

Luyolo:Iwanttofacehimalone



Guy2:Calluswhensomethingwronghappens

Luyolo:Sureman,Icanalwayscountonyou

TheguyswalkedoutandIlookedoveratLethuwhowasonthefloorstillcrying.Luyolo

walkeduptoherandslappedher

Him:Eyywenagetdressedandatopcrying,it'snotlikeit'syourfirsttimehavingadickinyour

pussy!!

Hekickedheronthestomachshescreamedwhileblockingherface

IwincedasIlookedtheotherway.

Shestartedcryinghardassheworetheshortblackdressandtheblackpumps.

Luyolo:That'smygirl

Shesatupstraightandcurledupbringherkneestoherchestrockingherselfbackandforth,

oureyesmetandImouthedthewords"Sorry"ashertearsfelloutevenharder.

LuyolocametomeandkickedmeonmychestIfelldown

Him:Thisisyourlastdayyoumotherfucker..

Hetookouthisgunandcockedit

Him:Anylastwordsyougottasaynigga?

Me:Fuckyou!!!

Hesmiledashecamecloser.

Him:I'vebeenfuckedalotoftimesbylife,toosadI'llgettokeepmineandyoupartwaysand

gomeetyourancestors.

IlookedoveratLethuwhowasalsolookingatmewithfear.Sheshookherheadastearsfell

down.Ilookedovernexttoherandtherewerecoupleofbricksandsteelpipes.Isignalledwith

myeyeshopingshewouldunderstandme.ShewipedhertearsandIsawherslowlyand

painfullystandingup.ToavoidsuspicionIlookedoveratLuyoloandtrieddistractinghim

Me:YoucankillmeandIamgoingtomeetyoursisterinhellandstillkillherthere

Hissmirkdisappearedandhepunchedmehard

Him:Shutup!!Shutthefuckup!!

IlookedoveratLethuwhostruggledpickingupthebrick

Me:YouhavealwaysbeenweakLuyolo,Iwasabletokillandburnyoursisterandnephew



rightunderyournose..

Ilookedathisburnedhand

Me:Andyoucouldn'tsavethem,howsadisthat?

Hesmiledandwalkedtometillholdingthegun.Hepointedittomyforehead

Him:Ihopeyourealizedthattheseareyourlastwords,usethemwiselytoyourcousinbehind

me,shewouldreallywanttoseethesunthenextday

HelaughedasIglancedatLethuwhomanagedtopickupthebrickbutthewayshewalkedin

painandherweavemakingit'swaytoherfaceblockingherviewIknewshewouldn'tdothis.

SheslowlycameovertousandasshewasabouttoraisethebrickLuyoloturnedaround.

Lethudroppedthebrickandithitherlegs,shescreamed.
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SinceIwasmovingoutIhadtolookforahouseormaybeanapartment.Iwasn'tgoingfor

somethingbig,justabasicapartmentthatwillletmedothingsIneedtodoandalsogiveme

theprivacyIwant.AsmuchasIwouldlovetostaylongeratmysistersplaceIjustfeellike

nowisthetimeformetomoveout,Ihaveoverstayedmywelcome.

IgotdownthestairswithmylastsuitcaseandassoonasIreachedtheloungeIthrewmyself

onthecouch.

Me:I'mtiredalready

Mbali:Foundaplaceyet?

Me:No

Her:WellIcanaskmyassistanttohelpyoulookforahouse,sheisreallyfastatfindingyoua

houseandverygoodatittoo

Me:Really?

Her:Yes,Iwouldrecommendhertoyou

Me:Idon'twantabighousethough,justsomethingsimplethatIcanbeabletoliveinuntilI

canfindmyfeetandabletomakewisechoices,yougetme?



Her:Yes,youmighthaveamillionbutifyouuseitcarelesslyitmightdisappearinjustaclick

ofafinger

Me:Mxm..

Shecameandsatnexttomeandwrappedherarmsaroundmywaistlikeachildwantingher

mother

Her:Haveyouheardfromyourfriend.

Me:No,tocometothinkaboutitit'slikeshevanishedfromthefaceofheEarththedayshe

calledme.

Her:Haveyoutriedreachingouttoher?

Me:Areyoutryingtomakemefeelguiltybecauseitcertainlyworking

Shesighed

Her:I'mjustsayingthatmaybeshemightbelookingforyouwhoeversheis.Shedoesn'tknow

whereyouareorwhereyoulivedon'tyouthinksheislookingforyou?

Me:WhatamIsupposedtodo?Starta"HelpfindLethu"campaignforherbecauseshecan't

getthroughme?Shehasmynumbershecancallmeanytimeshewantsandherphonehas

beenoffthewholeday.I'mtryingtogettoherbutshehastomeetmehalfway.

Her:Don'tyouthinkthatmaybesheisinthesamesituationasyou?

Me:Situationasme?

Her:Maybeshecan'treachouttoyou.Asmuchasshealsowantsto..shecan't

Isighed

Me:Ijusthopeshe'sokayandKagisohasn'tdoneanythingtoher.LethuandIhavebecome

verycloseandIwoulddieifIcometoknowthatsomethinghorriblehashappenedtoher..or

worseifshedied

Shesqueezedmealittleandexhaledloudly

Her:Ihopeshe'sfine.

.

.

KAGISO

Idon'tknowhowIcametothis.Mylifewasokayandeventhoughthepolicewereonthe

lookoutformeIwasabletolivemylifefreelyasIwasusinganewidentityandIskippedafew



countriesaswellthankstoTshepoandhisteam.ItjusthappenedsofastthatIwasplanning

myescapetoEuropeandnowhereIaminhospitalwithtwopoliceofficersorshouldIsay

guardsoutsidethedoorofmyward.

Yes,whenIgetourofhereIamsentstraighttojailandtoavoidmeescapingtheyhaveone

guardinmywardandtwoatthedoor.IwashopingtostayalittlemoreinhospitalsoIcanbuy

myselftimetocomeupwithaplanandknowingTshepohealreadyknowssomethingis

wrongbecauseIhadn'tseenhimintwodays.

Islowlygotupfrommybed,Iwantedtorelivemyselfinthebathroom.AsIstooduptheguard

camecloserIraisedmyonehandupasmyotheronewasbalancingonthebed

Me:Dudejustletmebreathforasecond.I'mgoingtorelievemyselfinthebathroomandthere

isnowayIcanescapebecausethewindowistootinyformeandit'salsoalongwaydown,I

don'tthinkIwanttodiethatwaysogivemeabreakandletmegotothetoiletwouldyou?

Helookedatmebehindhisshadesandthentooafewstepsback.

Me:Thankyou!

Iwalkedmywaytothebathroomwithmyhandbalancingonthewall.

IhavetocomeupwithaplanorTshepohastobecauseIcannotgobehindbars.

.

.

LETHU

KevinwaskindenoughtoletmesleepinhishouseforanightsoIcouldeat,sleepandfreshen

up.HewasaverykindmanbuttooquietandintimidatingformylikingbutImustadmithe

wasaveryfinelookingman.Hewasn'twhitehewascolouredhejustlookswhite.

IwasdoneshoweringsoIwrappedatowelaroundmybodyandgottothebodylotiontothe

guestroom.IgotinandtookoffmytowelandthedoorsuddenlyopenedIquicklytookmy

towelandcoveredmybodyasKevinwalkedinbutassoonashesawmenakedheturnedhis

bodyaroundandlookedtheotherway

Him:IamsosorryIdidn'tknowyouwereundressed

Me:Yeahit'suhm...it'sokayIjustcameoutoftheshower

Him:Icametogiveyouclothes,IthoughtIshouldbuyyounewclothessinceyoustainedthat

dressanditwasalltooshortandrevealingforyou.

Heraisedtheplastic

Me:Oh..that'sniceofyou



Him:YeahsoI'll..I'lljustleaveitherebythedoor.

Heputtheplasticdownandwalkedout.Iexhaledandtookoffmytowelandlotioned.WhenI

wasdoneIworetheclothesheboughtme.Itwasasimplelongsleeveblackdresswithblue

jeansandblackNiketakkies,Imustsayhehasagoodtastewhenitcomestoclothing.

WhenIwasdoneIgotoutandwentdownstairsandIfoundhimonthephonebutwhenhesaw

mehedroppedthecallandlookedatme.

Him:Theyfityou

Me:Yestheyfitmeperfectly.Thankyou

Him:It'snothing

Ifollowedhimtothekitchen.

Him:I'msorrybutwewillhavetoeatcerealfornowIdon'thaveanything.Ilivealoneso

shoppingisthelastthingonmymind.

Me:Youdon'thaveawifeoragirlfriend?

Hetookouttwobowlsandputthemonthecounterandhetookoutaboxofcornflakes

Him:No

Me:Howisthatpossible?

Him:WhenyouareapolicemanyouarealwaysondutysoIdidn'thavetimeforgirlfriends,

wife'sandwhatnot.

Hestoppedandlookedatme

Him:Andwhowouldwannadatesuchalamedudelikeme?

Iwalkeduptohim

Me:Youarenotlame.

Hechuckledandkeptquiet.HedishedforusandweateorshouldIsayIatebecauseheonly

hadonespoonofthecerealandhesatthereandlookedatmeeatingtheentiretime.WhenI

wasdonehetookmybowlandputitinthesinkandtookhisandputitinthefridge.

Him:SoItakeityouaredonewitheverything?

Inodded

Him:YoucangivemeyourbankdetailsandIwilldepositmoneyforyou..

Istoodup



Me:Nosiryoudon'thavetodothat,you'vedoneenough

Him:IfeellikeIoweyoumoreforwhatthosemendidtoyou,itmakesusmenlookbad

Ismiled

Me:Thankyousir

Him:ItoldyoutocallmeKevin..

Helookedathiswatch

Him:IhavetogotoworknowsoyouvangrabtheclothesIboughtforyouandIwilldropyou

offbyyourhouse.

Ilookeddown

Me:Uhm...

Idon'tknowhowtobreakthisdowntohim.Idon'thaveanywheretogo,Kagiso'shouseisthe

lastplaceIwouldgotoandIcan'tgotomymom'sbecausetoherunderstandingI'minvarsity

doingmycourseandofcourseSimiIhavenoideawhereshelives.

Him:Yes

Ilookedathimandhisblueeyeswerestaringrightbackatme

Me:Ikinda..Idon't..uhm..Iactuallydonothaveaplacetolivesir

Ilookeddownandbackathim.Hisfacewasblank.

Him:Youdonothaveaplacetostay?

Inoddedandhewipedhisforehead

Him:Okayuhmyoucanstaywithmewholewefigureoutwhattodo.

Inoddedsmiling

Me:Thankyousomuchsir..ImeanKevin

Henoddedandtookhissuitcasealongwithhiscoat

Him:Iwillbebacklate,don'tgooutanddon'tletanyoneinaswell.

Inodded

.

.



NIKIWE

HeopenedthedoorformeIgotoutandhekissedmycheekandheldmywaist

Me:Whatagentlemanyouare

Hechuckled

Him:Itrytobe,trustme

WewalkedintotherestaurantandIwastakenbyhowitlookedintheinside.

Theroomwasdimmedwithapurplelightshining.Therewasonetablethathadadishandred

flowersaroundthetableandalsoreadballoonseverywhere.Itlookedreallybeautiful

Me:Zweliwhatishappening?

Him:Come

WewenttothetableandhepulledoutthechairformeIsatdownandhepulleditbackin.He

wenttositontheotherside.

Me:Thisplacelooksfabulous.Didyouplanallofthis?

Henodded

Me:Allbyyourself?

Him:Well..

Ilaughed

Me:It'slooksbeautifulthoughIexpectedasimplenightout.

Him:Trustmeyouwilllovethis

Heraisedhishandupandthewaitresscametous.

IsmiledandlookedatZweliwhowaslookingonhismenu.Helookssohandsomeashiseyes

movedaroundthemenuandhowhewouldfrownandalsoparthislips.

Him:Icanfeelyoustaring.

Me:Ohplease..

Hechuckledandthewaitresscametous

Her:GoodafternoonIwillbetourwaitresstonight,canItakeyourorder?

Ipickedupmymenu



Me:Ihaven'tactuallydecidedonwhattoorder

IlookedupandZweliwaswhisperingsomethingtothewaitress.ShewalkedawayandI

lookedatZweli

Me:Whatwasthatallabout?

Him:Nothingserious

Thewaitresscamebackwithaplate

Me:Wehaven'tevenordered

SheputtheplatedownandIlookedatitandthereweretwocards.

Me:What'sthis?

ItookthemandflippedthemandIwassurprisedthattheyweretheWaterfrontResorttickets.

Me:Zweli..

Hestoodupandcametome

Him:Ihadconsideredyoursplendidoffertohavesomequalitytimealoneandenjoyourselves

attheWaterfrontResortsoIaminvitingyoutobemypartner?

Me:Iwouldbehonoured

Hesmiled.SlowjammusicstartedplayingandheextendedhishandtomeIputmyarmon

hisandheswungmeup.

Him:CanIhavethisdancemybeautifullady?

Iblushed

Me:Ineverthoughtyoucouldberomantic

Heswungmearound

Him:OooohIammanythingsmylady,allowmetoshowyou

Wewalkedtothedancefloorandheputhishandsaroundmywaistandbroughtmecloserto

himasIputmyhandsaroundhisneck

Me:Iloveyou

Helookedatmeandsmiled.Heleanedinforakiss
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NIKIWE

ForthefirsttimeinmymarriageIwokeupnexttomyhusbandwithahugesmileonmyface.

I'veneverfeltlovedlikethewayIfeltyesterday.Zweliwasjustshoweringmewithsomuch

love,wewentplacesandhadfunwithoutthename"Simi"mentionedandwealsobookedinto

ahotelandmadelovecountlesstimes.Imadesurewedon'tuseprotectionbecauseIwanta

childofmyowninsteadofalwaystakingcareofsomeone'schild.

Istaredathispinkjuicylipsandheopenedhiseyesandlookedatmewitasmileappearingon

hisface

Him:Youlovestaringatmehuh?

Ichuckled

Me:Youaretoocute..

Hesmiledandpulledmecloser

Him:Goodmorningbaby

Me:Morningmylove

HetriedkissingmebutIpushedhimaway

Me:Morningbreath

Him:Idon'tcare

Igotoutofbedandworemygown

Me:I'mgoingtoshower..wannajoinme?

Hebithislip

Him:Rightbehindyoubaby

Iwenttothebathroomandbrushedmyteeth.Ilookedatmyselfinthemirrorandsmiledat

myself.

ThedooropenedandZweliwalkedin

Him:Someoneiscallingyou

Ilookedathimandhegavememyphone.Iexcusedmyselfandwenttoanswerinthe

bedroom

Me:Mama



Mama:HelloNikiwemntwanamhowareyou?

Me:I'mfinemamaandyou?

Her:I'mnotfineNikiwe,Ihadaverydisturbingdreamaboutyou.

Isighedheavily,mymomandherdreams!

Me:Mompleaseit'sjustadream

Her:It'snotjustadream,it'stellingmesomethingMntwanamyouhavetoconehome

Me:Momdreamsarenotrealpleasedon'tstressyourselfaboutunnecessarythings.

Her:YekaukubastubbornandcomehomeNikiwebeforesomethingbadhappenstome

Zwelipeakedfromthetoiletdoor

Him:Areyoucoming?

Me:Yes...mamalookIhavetogo

Her:YeywenaNikiweIamtellingyouukuthi...

Ihangup.Iwasnotgoingtolistentohersuperstitionnonsense.

Igotinthebathroomandtookoffmyclothesandgotintheshower

Him:Whowasthat?

Me:Nooneimportant

Hepulledmeclosetohimandkissedme

.

.

LETHU

Igotoutofbedandwenttobrushmyteethandwashmyface.WhenIwasdoneItookthe

robeKevinboughtformeandtieditaroundmeandwentdownstairs.

Kevinisamorningperson,heisalwaysawakebeforeme

Me:Goodmorning

Helookedbackandstoodupwhenhesawme

Him:Morning,howdidyousleep?



Me:Isleptgood

Him:Nodreams?Tossingandturning?

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout

Isatdownonthechairandhesatoppositeme

Him:Youwerescreamingyesterdayandyoucouldn'tsleep,Ithinkyouweredreaming

becauseyouweretalkinginyoursleep..

Me:Ohh

Him:IcametocheckifyouarealrightandIstayedwithyouuntilyouwereokay

Me:Yousleptinmyroom?

Him:Yes

Me:Onthesamebed?

Him:Yes

Me:Ohh...didwe..

Him:Ifwehadsexyouwouldfeelitdownthere

Ilookeddownandbackathimandhewasstaringmewiththoseblueeyes

Hestoodup

Him:AreyouhungrybecauseI'mmakingpancakes

Me:Idon'tknowhowtomakepancakes

Him:Icanteachyou

Istoodupinexcitement

Me:Really?Iwouldliketolearnhowtomakepancakes.Mymomusedtomakepancakesfor

meandIwouldalwaysbebyhersideandwatchherdoingitbutIstill...

Heturnedaround

Him:Youtalktoomuch

Ishylylookeddown.Heliftedmychin

Him:Youlooksocutewhenyoupoutyourlipslikethat

Me:Don'tmakefunofme..



Him:Thatwasacompliment..youarereallycuteandbeautiful.

Icouldn'thelpbutblush

Me:Thankyou

Ilookedupandhewasstaringatme

Me:Whydoyoulikestaringatme?

Him:Ican'thelpitwhenyouarethiscute.Iloveyourbigbrowneyesandyoufullpinklips.

Helookeddownatmylipsandswallowed

Him:Souhm..thepancakes

Heturnedaroundandgotbusywithwhathewasdoing.Iwasactuallydisappointed,Ithought

hewasgoingtokissme.

.

.

KAGISO

Ipushedthefoodaway

Me:Idonoteatsuchfood,bringmerealfood.

Thenursejustlookedatmeandwalkedout.Isighedandthedooropened,thedoctorcameinI

justclosedmyeyes

Doc:Howismypatient?

HisvoicewasverydifferentfromtheoneIalwayshear

Ilookedupashecameandstoodinfrontofme.

IlookedathimproperlyandIalmostshoutedhisnameinreliefwhenIsawhim

Me:Boogeyman..whatareyoudoinghere(Whispering)

Theguardlookedatusandboogeymanactedlikeheiswritingsomethingdown

Him:Youshouldbefineinafewdaysandyouwillbeoutofhere

Me:Iwon'tsayI'mhappy,I'mgoingstraighttoprisonwhenIgetout

Ilookedattheguardandhewaslookingtheotherway

Me:Manifyougetcaughtwearegoingdown(whispering)



Heleanedforwardandmadeasifhewasfixingthedrip

Him:Tshepowillneverletthathappen.Iwassenttocheckiftherewasanypossiblewayto

getoutofhere.

Me:So...isthereaway

Him:Withsomanyguardsinyourward,Idon'treallyknow,youarescrewed.

Me:Youdon'thavetoremindme

Him:Tshepoisamanwithadangerousbrain,I'msurehe'llcomeupwithsomething

Thedooropenedandanursewalkedin.Boogeymanimmediatelywalkedoutbeforebeing

caught.Ilookedatthenursewhowassuspiciouslylookingatme.Ismiledatherandclosed

myeyes.IhopeTshepocomesuswithsomething
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2WEEKSLATER

SIMI

IheardaknockonmydoorandIputmyphonedownandwenttoopen.Mbalicameinalong

withAmahle

Me:Poonkiepie!!!I'vemissedyousomuch

ShestartedjumpingonMbaliandItookherandtickledher,shegiggle

Me:Heysis

Wehugged

Her:Hi..Icanseeyoualreadystartedwiththefurniture

Ihavemovedinmynewhouse,itwasactuallybiggerthanIwantedittobebutIdidn'tcareas

longasIhadmyownhouse.Ionlyhadonesofaandaglasstableintheloungeandalsoabed

inmyroomthat'sjustaboutit

Me:YeahbutI'mnotrushingintoit,I'mstillkeepingintouchwithmyinteriordesignerandI

wouldhavefullysettledininlike2weeksormaximumamonth.

IputAmahledown.



Mbali:WellIwantyoutoseesomething.

Me:What

ShepickedupAmahleandwalkedout,Ifollowedher.

WegotoutsideandIsawatruckparkedinthedriveway

Me:What'sthistruckdoinghere?

Her:Iboughtyousomefurniture,justafewpresentstosaywelcometoyournewhouse.

Me:Ncoothat'snicebutyoucouldhavedonesomethingbetterlikethrowahousewarming

Shesmiledwidely

Me:NononoIwasonlykidding

Her:I'mgladyoubroughtthatup,wewillhaveahousewarmingpartytowelcomeyouandyou

shouldleaveeverythingtomeI'llorganisethebestpartyever.

Isighed

Me:Youreallydon'thaveto

Her:Consideritdone

Ishrugged.

Me:Sowhatkindoffurnituredidyoubuyme?

WewalkedtothetruckandIgotin

Her:Acoffeemachine,afewChinamugs,aplasmaTV,akettle,astove...

Ilaughed

Me:Akettle,astove?UhmIhavethose

Shekeptquietandlookedatme

Me:I'mjokingHawu,thankyouforthefurniturenowIdon'thavetowastemoney.

Igotoutandwewalkedbackinthehousewithafewguysbringingtheboxesin

Mbali:Thisneighborhoodisveryquiet..

Me:It'sasurbub,it'ssupposedtobethisquiet.

Ithrewmyselfonthesofa.



Me:Myfeetarekillingme

Shesatnexttome

Her:Whenlastdidyouseeyourson

Ilookedatherthoughtfully

Me:ItwasactuallythedayIwenttovisithim..thatdayIwasatyourhouse

Her:Soyouonlysawhimonce?..Simiareyouevenseriousaboutyourson?

Me:Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

Her:Youdon'tlooklikesomeonewhoisdesperatetohaveabondwiththeirchild.Youalways

haveareasontonotgovisithim

Istoodup

Me:Thatisnottrue..

Her:Thenwhatistrue?Ifyoudon'twanttohavearelationshipwithyoursonthenwatchhim

beingraisedbyanotherwoman..

Ilookedather

Me:Whydoyoulikemakingmefeelguilty?

Her:Iamnotmakingyoufeelguilty,it'sthetruth.Youhavetostartbeingseriousaboutseeing

yourson

Inodded

Me:I'llstartbeingserious,afterallIcarriedhimforninemonths.

Shenodded

Her:Good!Nowgetdressedwearegoingtofetchhim

Me:what?

Her:Youheardme

Me:MbaliI...lookatthishouseIhaven'tevenfullymovedinandbringingBandilehereisjust..

Her:WhosaidanythingaboutBandilemovingin?Yaziuyaphapha,wearegoingtospendtime

withhimnjethat'sall

Isighedandstartedwakingupstairs

Me:Youareimpossible



Iwenttomyroomandchangedintoasweater,sweatpantsandsneakers.

IwalkedoutandIfoundMbaliwaitingforme

Her:Wearetakingyourcar

Me:NoIwon'tbeabletodrive

Her:Andwhyisthat?

Me:I'mtired

Her:Ohmygod!!!YouaresolazySimidoyouknowthat?

Me:Iamnot!!!

Shejustlookedatmeandclickedhertongue.Ifollowedherout

Me:Youaregoingtodriveright?

Her:Yeahwhatever

Ilockedthedoorandgotintothecar.Shelookedatme

Her:Wearedoingthis.

Me:WhydoIhavethisfeelingthatyouaregoingwithmejusttoseeZweli?

Shelookedatforawhileandwelaughed

Us:Nah!!

Mbali:He'shotbutnah..

Me:He'scutebutnah...

Mbali:He'sagreatkisserbutnah...

Me:He'sacharmerbutnah...

Mbali:Butyouwillhavetoadmithissexgameisonpoint..

Me:Euwwshutup!!

Shelaughed

Her:Admitit

Me:Well..

Her:Hehitsitrighthuh?Hesendsyouplaces?



Ilookedaway

Me:Iamnothearingthis

Her:OhmyGoddoIseeyouTuringred?Areyoublushing?

Me:Iamnotturningred..

Her:YouarelightskinnedsoIcanseeyouclearlyandrightnowyourcheeksaretomatored

Me:Shutupanddrive!!

Shelaughed

.

.

LETHU

IwalkedoutandturnedaroundandIlookedatme.Heshookhishead

Me:ThisisthesixthdressIamtryingon,Idon'tknowwhatyouwant.

Helookedatmeandstoodup.Hecametomeandheldmyshoulders.

Him:Whateveryouwearwilllookgoodonyou,it'sfinewecantakeallthedressesandwe

mightfindtheoneyoulove.Ihavenoproblemwithwhatyouwear.

Ismiled

Me:Okay,I'lltakeallthedresses

Iwenttochangeandweputallthedressesintheplasticandwenttopay

Whenitwasourturnwewalkedtothecounterandpaid.IlookedoveratthescreenandI

gasped

Me:Theseclothescost75000?Ohmy..thisisgoingtoleaveyoubrokenowecanleavesome

otherthingsapart

Kevinlookedattheteller

Him:ignoreher

IlookedatKevinlikeareyouserious?

Whenweweredonewewalkedout.

Me:75000areyouserious?Iamgoingtomakeyoubroke..



Him:Don'tworryaboutme

Me:But..

Him:ListenIboughtyouthoseclothesbecauseIwantedtoandmoneyisnotaproblemtome

okay?Don'tstressyourselfaboutthemoney..

Inodded.Heheldmyhandandwestartedwalkingtothecar.HeopenedthedoorformeandI

stopped

Him:What?

Me:Whatarewedoing?

Him:Whatarewe...

Me:This..us..whatarewedoing?Youbuyingmethings?Holdingmyhand?openingdoorsfor

meandalsobringingmefoodinbed..whatarewedoing?

Heclosedthedoorandlookedatme

Him:Idon'tknow

Ilookedathimandhisblueeyeswenttomylips.Hecamecloserandheldmywaistand

broughtmeclosertohimIgasped.Heleanedclosertomeandourlipsmet.Hepartedmylips

withhistongueandIsuckedonhislowerlipwithmyarmswrappedaroundhisneck.Whenhe

deepenedthekissweheardacarhootingbehindus.Theguyinthecarsaidsomethingbutwe

couldn'thearhim

Me:Ithinkhewantsustomovethecar

Helookedatthemanagainandbackatme

Him:That'snotimportant..rightnowI'monlyfocusingonsomethingimportant

Me:Wha..

Heshutmeupbykissingmedeeplyandpulledmemorecloserandstrokingmyweave.The

carbehindushootedagainIpushedhimoff

Me:Weneedtomove

Him:Okay

HeopenedthedoorandIgotin.Hewenttotheothersideandgotin.

HelookedatmeandIblushedlookingaway

Hebrushedmycheek



Him:Youareblushing..

Ihithishand

Me:Iamnotblushing..

HechuckledandIlookedoutthewindowsmilingtomyselflikeafool.

.

.

ZWELI

Me:NowIfeellikegoingisabadidea..LookhowmuchBandileiscrying..

Khanyi:Don'tworryabouthim,BandileandIwillhaveagreattimetogether,yougoenjoy

yourself

Me:TobehonestIamnotlookingforwardtothisvacation..

ShelaughedandNikiwecameoutlookingsogorgeous.Shewaswearingalongroyalblue

dresswithandsilverheelswithherweavehangingandalsowearingsilverhoops

Me:Wow..

Iwalkeduptoherandheldherhand

Me:Youlooksobeautiful

Shelookedreallybeautiful.Thedressfittedherslimbody

Her:Thankyou

WewalkedouttothecarandIputthebigbagintheboot.Mymomcameoutandhuggedme

Her:Besafe

Me:MomIamonlygoingthereforamonth,notforever..

Her:ButI'llmissyou

Ikissedhercheek

Me:I'llmissyoutoo

Acarpulledinourdriveway

Mom:Whoisthat?

Me:Securityreallyneedstostoplettingpeoplein!!!



IlookedatthecarandIwaskindasurprisedwhenSimiandMbaliwalkedout.Theymadetheir

waytousandNikiwecametostandnextme.Iwrappedmyarmaroundherwaist.

Mbali:Iseethatwecaughtyouinawrongtime

ShelookedatNikiweandatthesuitcasenexttoher

Nikiwe:Wearegoingtoavacation

Mbali:Isee

IlookedatSimi,shelookedsoprettyevenwearingnormalclothes.

KhanyicameoutofthehousewithBandile.

Khanyi:OhhheySimi..Mbali

SimiwenttoKhanyiandtookBandilewhowasbusyjumpingalloverSimi'shandsandmaking

funnysounds

Simi:Imissedyoutooboy

SimiandBandileshareaveryspecialbond.TheyjustclickandBandileisalwayshappytosee

herIfoundmyselfsmilinguntilMbalibroughtmebacktoreality

Her:IamsorryfordisturbingyoubutwejustcametostealBandilejustforaday..

Me:YoucanfetchBandileanytimeyouwant,IhadalreadytoldSimithat..

Mymomwasquietallthetimeuntilshedecidedtotalk

Mom:YoulooksobeautifulSimi..

Nikiwemovedalittle

Simi:(laughed)Thankyoumabutlookatmewearingsonormal..

Mom:Youarejustglowingtoday

Simi:Glowing?

Khanyi:Inoticedthattoo

Simijustbrusheditoffwithanervouschuckle.Ilookedatandshelookedatmewiththemost

evilyetcutelook.

Imouthed"what"andshejustlookedaway.

Khanyi:WellI'llgopackafewofBandile'sclothes

Simi:Iwouldappreciatethat



Nikiwe:Wellsinceyougotwhatyoucamehereforwecango

Shebenttopickupthesuitcase

Mbali:Wearenotdonehere

Welookedatandshetookoutsomepapers.

Simiwalkeduptoher

Simi:Mbalithisisnotwhatwecameheretodo

Mbali:SimiIknowthatyouweregoingtobethissoftandthat'sthereasonwhyIdidn'ttellyou.

shelookedatNikiwe

Her:Don'tevermesswithmysisterorthreatenherandthinkyoucangetawaywithit.You

mightbethemostsuccessfulwomanbutyoudon'tcalltheshotsinotherpeople'slivesand

youcertainlycannotclaimotherpeople'ssons.

IlookedatMbali

Me:Mbaliwhatareyoutalkingabout?

SheignoredmeandlookedatNikiwe

Her:Don'tyouevercometomyhouseandthinkyoucantortureSimiallbecauseyouare

unsureaboutyourlovewithZweli.Takeyourstupidpapersandmakesureyouburnthem..

ShthrewthepapersatNikiwebuttheyfellonmyfeetandIpickedthemup

Nikiwe:ZweliI'msorry...

IreadthroughthepapersandlookedatNikiwe

Me:Areyououtofyourmind?

Her:I'msorry..

Mymomtookthepapersandlookedatthem

Mom:HawuNikiwewhywouldyoudosuchathing?

Nikiwelookedatmewithtearsthreateningtocomeout

Me:GotoourroomIamcoming..

Mom:Zweli

Me:Nikiwenow!!



Shejumpedalittleandstartedwalkingtothehousecrying

IwalkeduptoSimi

Me:I'msosorryforwhatshedidIdidn'tknowaboutanyofthis

Simi:It'sokay

Me:Ireallydidn'tthinkshecouldgosolow

Her:Pleasedon'tdoanythingstupid

IkissedhercheekandkissedBandile

Me:Makesuremysoncomesback

Ilookedatherbreastsanddowntohercurves

Me:Youaregainingweight..

Her:What?

Me:Nonevermindme.

IlookedatmymotherandMbali.

Me:Excuseme

Istartedwalkingtothehouse

Simi:Don'tdoanythingstupid

IwalkedtothehouseandKhanyiwasgettingout.

Her:What'shappeningIsawNikiwerunningupthestairscrying

Iignoredherandwentupstairstoroom.Iopenedthedoorandassoonasshesawmeshe

huggedme

Her:I'msorryIwasn'tthinkingstraight

Ipushedherandshefellontopofthebed.

Itookofmyshirtandmywatchthenlookedather

Me:Starttalking....
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KAGISO

AssoonasheturnedaroundItrippedhimwithmyfeetandhefellonhisface.Thegunfell

fromhishandIturnedaroundandpusheditwithmytiedhandsanditslidfarfromhim.He

groanedinpainasbloodcameoutofhisnose.

Me:Don'tlethimstanduporelsewearedead

LethustartedhittinghimwithhersofthandsIshookmyhead

Me:Takesomethinghardandsmashhishead

LuyolotriedtostandupbutIpushedhimdownwithmyupperbodyLethurantotakeoneof

thesteelpipesasLuyolotriedtofightme.ShekeptonhittingLuyoloontheheadwiththesteel

pipeswhilecryinghard.WhenLuyolowasn'tmovinganymoreandbloodwascomingout

Lethudroppedthesteelpipeandsankdown.Shewasshivering

Her:I...Ikilledsomeone...I'mamurderer...I'mamurderer

Me:Stopcryinganduntieme!!

Sheshookherheadandlookedatme

Her:Thisisallyourfault..

Shestoodupandwipedhertearsmakingherwaytome

Her:Howcouldyoukillyourownwife?Youkilledtwoinnocentpeople.YoukilledTshiamo..

YouareevilKagiso

Shethrewherselfatmeandstartedthrowingpunchesonmyface.

Me:Stop!!

Shekeptonhittingandslappingmecrying

Her:Ihateyou,youkilledAnathiIhateyou!!

AnathiandLethuwereveryclosemorelikesistersandIknowhowmuchthisishurtingherbut

ifshedoesn'tpullherselftogethersomeonemightcomeinandwearegoingtodie.

Me:Ifyoudon'tstopanduntiemewearegoingtodieLethu

Sheslowlygotoffmeandsanktothefloor.

Her:Ijustgotraped,Iwasviolated,torturedandbeatenupbymultiplemen..I'mdirty,



disgusting..Iwouldratherdiethanlivewiththiskindofhumiliation.Iwasrapedinfrontofmy

cousinKagiso!!

IkeptquietandlethercrybecausewhenitcomestosoothingandcomfortingwordsI'mnot

thebestperson.

Me:Iknowyouarehurtanddirtybutweneedtorunfromhereorelsewewilldie.Thinkofyour

motherandmymomtootheyloveyouLethudon'tdothistothempleaseuntiemeLethu

Shelookedatmeforawhileandstoodup.Shecamearoundmeandtrieduntyingtherope

Her:It'stootight

Me:Tryagainyoucandoit

Shetriedandtrieduntilshecoulddoit.Iheldmyhandsmassagingitandthenuntiedtherope

onmylegs.AssoonasIstooduptwomencameinrunningandtheystoppedassoonasthey

sawmeandtheireyeswenttoLuyololyingonthefloordead.Ilookedoveratthegunandit

wasafewinchesawayfromme.

Guy1:Getdownonthefloorandputyourhandsbehindyourhead

Ilookedoverattheguyslowlymovingclosertothegun.Thesecondguycamecloserandtook

outhisgun

Guy2:Getonyourkneesnow!!!

Irolledoveronthefloorandpushedmyupperbodytothegunandreachedforit.Theguyshot

meonthelegandIshothimonthechestandhewentdown.Imovedontotheguyandaimed

athisheadbutImissedandhetookouthisgunandshotmeonmystomachIscreamedbutI

heldontotheguntightlyaimingtohischestandIshothimtwotimesbeforehewentdown.I

letgoofthegunandpressedontomystomachtoavoidmorebloodcomingout.Lethucame

tomeandkneltinfrontofme.ShetookoffmyT-shirtandtoreitthenpressingittomy

stomachwhileshetiedtheotheronearoundmyleg.

Me:Weneedtogetoutofherebeforemoreguycome.

Her:Butyouaredying

Me:NoIamnot!YouneedtogetoutandfindhelpbeforeIdie.

Shestoodupandranout.IfsherunsawayandleavesmehereIswearwhenIgetoutIam

goingtokillher!

.

.

LETHU



Iranoutofthegaragedooranditledmetothefrontyard.ThegatewasopensoIranout.I

rantothemainroadtryingtofindhelpbutnocarwasstoppingfromme.Isawaladygoing

outofthegaragestoreIcrossedtheroadandrantoher.

Me:Helpme,ma'amhelpmeplease!!

Shelookedatmeonceandgotintohercaranddroveoff.

HelplessIsanktothefloorhittingithard.

IjumpedalittlewhenIheardsomeoneblowingtheirhorn.Ilookedupandacarwasstanding

infrontofmeprobablytryingtodrivein.Istoodupandandrantothefronthittinghisbonnet

Me:Helpme,yougottohelpmeplease!!

Heswitchedoffthecarandgotout

Him:Ma'amareyoualright.

HelookedatmeandatmydressIquicklypulleddownthedressasIrememberedwhatthose

mendidtome.

Me:Don'thurtmepleasehelpme..

Hecamecloserandimovedback

Him:IamnotgoingtohurtyouIjustwanttohelpyou,youwantmetohelpyouright?

Inodded

Me:My..mycousinwasshotandheisdying...youneedtohelpme

Henoddedslowly

Him:Okay..whereisyourcousin?

Ilookedovertheroadandpointedatthehousehelookedatitandbackatmenodding

Him:Okayitisnotthatfar..getinthecar

Iranandjumpedinthebackseatandhegotinandwedroveoff.

Wegotoutandrantothehouse.HefollowedmeasIledhimtothegarage.

Him:Shit..somanydeadbodies.

IwalkedovertoKagisohewasstillalive.

Me:Helpme

Hejuststoodthereandlookedaroundhim



Him:Thislookslikeacrimescene..whathappenedhere?

Me:Wewilltalkaboutthatlatersirhelpmeherepleaseheisdying

HecametomeandwepickedhimupandwewenttohiscarandputhiminthebackseatIsat

withhim

Him:Pressonthewoundtoavoidbloodcomingout

Ipressedhardonthewoundashespedofftothehospital.Wegotthereandassoonaswe

wentintheybroughtastretcherandweplacedhimonitandtheywheeledhimaway.Ilooked

overattheguy

Me:Thankyousomuchsir

Him:CallmeKelvin

Inoddedhelookedatmydress

Him:Thatdressistooshort,areyounotcold?

Me:Iam

Him:Come..

WewalkedoutandheopenedthefrontdoorofhiscarIshookmyhead

Me:Iwanttositattheback

Him:Suityourself

Isatatthebackandhegotintheothersideandstartsthecar.Hemadeau-turnandandtook

anunfamiliarroute

Me:Wherearewegoing?

Him:Tomyhouse

Istartedpanicking

Me:No!Takemehome!!!

Helookedatmeontherearviewmirrorandtookoutsomethingandgaveittome.

Him:Iamapoliceofficer,manofthelaw,Iwon'thurtyouunlessIwanttogotojail

Ilookedoverathim.

Me:Ofyouareapoliceofficertakemetothepolicestationthen

Him:Verywell..



HemadeaquickU-turn

Him:Thisissupposedtobemydayoff!!

Isankdowntomyseat

.

.

SIMI

ItriedLethuagainbutherphonesentmetovoicemail

Me:Whatishappening?

IputthephonedownandwalkedbacktotheloungeandsatdownnexttoMbali.

Her:Stillnothing?

Me:Nope

Her:She'llbefine

Me:Idon'tthinkso..somethingistotallywrong

Her:Youshouldn'tbethinkinglikethat

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:Expectingsomeone?

Sheshookherheadandstoodup

Her:I'llgetit

Istoodupandfollowedhertothedoor.SheopenedthedoorandtomysurpriseNikiwewas

standingonthedoorstep

Me:Nikiwe?
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Mbaliletherinandwewalkedourwaytothelounge.Shedidn'tsitdownbutonlylookedatus.

Iclearedmythroat

Me:HowdidyouknowwhereIstay?

Nikiwe:IknowMbali

Me:Youdo?

IlookedatMbali

Nikiwe:Sheworksforme

Me:Oh

Mbali:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

ShewalkedtothekitchenbutNikiweshookherhead

Her:UnfortunatelyIamnothereformilkandcookies

Me:Ifiguredthatout..

Shereachedforherbagandtookoutsomepapers.SheextendedherhandtomeItookthe

papers

Me:What'sthis?

Ilookedatthemandscannedaroundthewords.

Ilaughed

Me:Isthisajoke?

Sheonlylookedatmeandmylaughseizedimmediately

Me:Youhavegottobekiddingme..

Nikiwe:It'sforthebest

IchargedforherbutMbaliheldme

Me:Forthebest??forwho??Areyououtofyourmindwoman!!!

Sheflippedherhairtothebackandpointedherfingeratme.

Her:Iamsickandtiredofmealwayscrossingpathswithyou,it'stimeforyoutogetthefuck

outofmylifeandoutofmywaybecauseIcandoanythingtobringyoudown.

IwasnowpissedifMbalicouldjustleavemeIwasgoingtogoghettoonher.



Me:Youaresick!!!Iamnotgoingtosignthesestupidpapers.Takeyourpapersandgetoutof

mysister'shousenow!!

Her:IwillnotleaveuntilyousignthosepapersSimi

AsweakasIwasIbrokefreefromMbali'shandsandchargedatNikiwe.Ipushedherdown

andgotontopofher.

Me:Youarenotgoingtotakemysonfrommedoyouhearme?Iwillnotsignyouovermy

parentalrightstoBandile,heismyson,IcarriedhimforninemonthsandIwillnotletyoutake

himawayfromme!!

Ikeptslappingherasshetriedtogetmeoffherwithherhandsonmywaist.

Me:IwillkillyouNikiweifyoutrytodoanythingtomysonIswearIwillkillyouwithout

thinkingtwice!!

Ifelthandspullingmeoffher

Xolani:That'senoughSimi

Iwaspantingandmyhairwasallovertheplace.Nikiwestoodupandherbagwasonthefloor

witheverythingoutofherbag.

Itookthepapersandthrewthematherface

Me:Iamnotsigningovermyparentalrightstoyou!!

Sheletthepapersfallandtookherbag

Nikiwe:Youaremakingeverythingdifficult,Bandiledoesn'tknowyouandheisdoingpretty

goodwithoutyou.Youhaveamillioninyouraccountyoucanstartyourlifeafreshandmake

asmuchbabiesasyouwant.

Xolani:That'senough!!YoungladyIwantyoutoleavemyhousethismomentbeforeanything

getsoutofcontrol.

Nikiwelaughedandthenlookedatme

Nikiwe:Youaremakingabigmistakebydoublecrossingme,ZweliandBandileandmineand

minealone

Me:DoesZweliknowthatyouareevenheredemandingparentalrightsforme?

Shekeptquiet.Iclappedmyhandsonce

Me:Andwhatdoyouthinkhewilldoifhefindsout?

Shemovedbackandstartedwalkingtothedoor



Nikiwe:SimiIamjustdoingthisforthebothofus.

Me:AreyouthatdesperateforZwelitoloveyou?LookIamoverhimImightlovehimbutIam

notgettingbackwithhim.It'shightimeyouacceptthatIwillalwaysbeinyourlifebecause

whereBandileisIwillalwaysbethere

Shestoppedbeforegettingout,shelookedatmeandopenedhereyesbutnowordscameout

andthenshewalkedoutbangingthedoorbehindher.

Therewasabitofawkwardsilence.

Mbali:IthinkIamloosingmyjob

IturnedaroundandshewashuggingXolanitight

Me:I'msosorryMbalithatIbroughtthistoyourhouse.

Her:It'sokay

Shebrokeherhugandcametome

Her:It'snotyourfault

Me:ItisIshouldn'thaveinvolvedyou,Ishouldn'thavecomehereandnowIamgoingtomake

youlooseyourjob.

Her:SimiyoursoniswhatmattersandIwoulddoanythingforyouevenif..

Me:Evenifyouareloosingyourselfintheprocess

Shekeptquiet

Me:Youcan'tlayyourlifedownformeMbaliitwon'tbefair.Ishouldprobablygo

Her:No..

Me:I'llmoveoutandfindanapartmentformeuntilIfigureoutwheretofromthen.

Xolani:Youdon'thavetoleave,weloveyourcompany.

Ishookmyhead

Me:Itwastemporarystay,Ihavetomoveoutnowandfindanewplace.Andprobablygetmy

sonfromthathouse.

.

.

LETHU



TheywrotemystatementdownasIindulgedmyselfinthesandwichKevinboughtforme.

WhenweweredonewegotoutandgotintothecarandthistimeIsatatthefront.

Me:Sowhatisgoingtohappennow?

Hebuckledhisseatbeltandthenlookedforme

Him:Youarenotchargedwithanythingbecauseyouwererapedandyouactedoutofself

defenceright?

Inodded

Him:Totheremainingguyswhoranawaywearegoingtofindthemandputthembehindbars.

Me:AndKagiso?

Him:Heisstillinhospitalbutoncehegetsoutwewillhavetoarresthimforthemurderofhis

wifeandson..andalotofthingsaswell..

Me:Alotofthings?

Him:Wehavebeensearchingforhimeverywhere...Kagisoisabigcriminalwhocommitted

manycrimesbeforethisone.Heisawantedman.

Iwasshockedtohearthis

Me:What?

Him:Heisalsoassociatedwithdrugsandandaccomplicewithadruglord.

Me:I..what?

Him:DoyouknowTshepoAKAT-man?

Me:No

Him:Heisthemostwanteddruglordalongwithyourcousinbutunfortunatelywecouldn't

havethembehindbarsastheywereontherunskippingthecountry.Theyhavedifferent

identitiesandwecouldn'tfindthemuntilnow.NowthatwefoundKagiso,itwillbeeasytofind

T-man.

Icouldn'tbelievethatKagisocouldbeinvolvedinsuch.Imeanhehasbeenagoodguyallmy

lifeandhismothergloatsalotabouthimtalkingabouthowsuccessfulandgoodhissonis.

Me:Idon'tbelievethis

Kevin:It'shardtobelievebutit'strue.It'sjustashamethatyouarecaughtupinallofthis.

Theyrapedaninnocentgirllikeyou.



IlookedoutthewindowandtearsfellasIdatedbacktothattimewhentheyforcedtheirway

intome

.

.

KAGISO

Islowlyopenedmyeyeandlookedaround.Thefirstthingthatcaughtmyattentionisthedrip

onmyhandandthatwasenoughevidencethatIwasinhospital.

Ididn'tthinkIwasgoingtosurvivebutthiswasjustaminorincidentbecauseIhavesurvived

worse.Iraisedmyheadbutitwaspainingalot.ItriedgettingoutofbedbutIfeltlikethere

werechainsonmyhandsandlegs.IraisedmyheadandIwasright,theychainedmedown

withchainssoIcouldn'tescape.

ThedoorflungopenandIwasshockedbywhocamein.

Me:DetectiveNhlapho..

Detective:Kagiso..wemeetagain

Me:Ohno!

Detective:Ohyes,yourdaysasafreemanareoverKagiso

HegavemehisevillaughasIlaidmyheaddown.Ican'tbelievethisishappening!

.

.
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Iburiedmyfaceinmyarmsandcriedloudlyashelookedatmewiththesamecoldlookhe

gavemewhenhebeatmeup.Iwasscared,IwasveryscaredbecauseIknewthatonewrong

wordcansendmestraighttomygrave.

Me:I'msorry!(crying)

IwasstillcryingwhenIfeltmylegbeingpulled.Ilookedathimandhewassittingonthebed



andlookingatme,hewasalsoholdingmylegandbringingmeclosertohim.

Him:Idon'twanttohearyoursorry,IamsickandtiredofyoursorryallIwantisforyoutotalk.

HespokesoftlybutIcouldseehewasveryangryandifIsaysomethingwrongorevennot

sayanythinghewasgoingtodosomethingbad.

Me:I..WhenwefirstmarriedthesepasttwoyearsIdidn'treceivetheloveIneededfromyou.

Everytimewhenweweretogetheryouwouldtalkabouther,comparemetoherand

sometimesaskmetobelikeher.ItwaslikeIwascompetingwithadeadperson.

IwipedmytearsbuttheyfellmoreharderandIclosedmyeyesandbreathedout.

Me:Iwassuffocating,IwashurtingZwelibecausenotonlyyoubutyourfamilywasdoingthe

samething.Yourmotherwouldcomparemetoher,yoursisterswouldnottalktomebecauseI

wassimplynother.Iwassufferingandfeltunlovedinmyownmarriage.

Heletgoofmylegandhestoodupandputhishandsinhispockets.

Me:AndthenImetthisbeautifulgirl,lightskinned,firmbutt,perfectfigure,widehipsjust

everythingaguywantsandthenIcametofindoutitwasthesamewomanthathasbeen

stealingmyjoyforthepast2yearsand..andIknewthatIwouldn'tbeabletostandagainst

that

Ichuckled

Me:Andwhat'sworseisthatyouloveher..youlovehermorethanyoucareforthismarriage.

AllIwant..allIwantZweliistobeloved,tofeelsomesenseoflovingandjoyinmyown

marriage.Ifeellikeastrangerinthishouseandinmymarriage.Doyouknowhowitistowake

upeverythinghopingthatIwouldhearyousaythewords"Iloveyou"?Doyouknowhowit

feelstowakeupeverydayandthinkingofwaystopleaseyouevenifitmeansdegrading

myselfjustsoyoucanatleastpretendlikeyouloveme?Ichosetostayinthismarriagein

hopesofshowingyouhowmuchIloveyouandIhadthatlittlehope,thatlittlehopethatyou

willlovemeonedaybutitseemslikeIamtheonlyonetryinginthismarriage

Hekeptquietforawhile

Him:DoyouknowwhatIhateaboutyou?YouaresodamninsecureNikiwe,youhavealways

beenlikethisevenbeforeSimicameintoourlives.YouhaveaproblemwitheverywomanI

keepcontactwith,youhaveaproblemwithmehavingpersonalassistantsaswomen,you

evenwentasfarasfiringeveryPAthatIhadclaimingthatIamcheatingonyou.Thisallisnot

newtome.Allthosewordsandthosetearsarenotnewtome.HaveIgivenyouanyreasonto

nottrustme?HaveIgivenyouanyreasontothinkthatIamcheating?Youneedtoworkon

yourselfandstopblamingotherpeopleforyourinsecurities.

Me:Butyounevershowmehowmuchyouloveme,youdon'tlovemeandwhenyousmileand

laughwithotherwomanamInotsupposedtobeinsecure?



Him:I'mwithyouright?!!!!YouarethepersonIammarriedto,Iamlivingwithyouandsharing

mylifewithyou.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Me:Iwantyoutoloveme

Heclosedhiseyes

Him:RememberthetimeyouandIstarteddating?Itoldyounottoexpectmetolove,Itold

younottoexpectallofthosethingsyousaidbecauseIhaven'thealedafterloosingSimibut

whatdidyousay?

Heopenedhiseyesandlookedatme,Ikeptquiet

Him:Irememberyourexactwordswere"AslongaswearetogetherandIloveyou,youcan

learntolovemealongtheway"Butwhatareyoudoing?Youarepushingmeawaywithyour

psychopathicacts.Howdoyouusemyownsonforyourbenefits?Howcouldyouwantto

separateasonfromhismotherinhopesofmakingamanloveyou?

IletoutaloudsobasIlookeddowndefeated,Ididn'tknowwhattodoanymore.

Me:I'msorry..

Him:Ofcourseyouaresorry

Hesatonthebed

Him:Look,Iamtryingtoloveyoubutyouaremakingeverythingdifficult.Youareslowly

pushingmeaway.

Me:Youloveher.

Him:Iwon'tdenythatIloveherbecauseIdo,allIwantisforyoutostayawayfromSimiand

wewillhaveapeacefulrelationship.IfyoupullthatstuntagainandtryanythingwithSimiIwill

killyouNikiwebecausethatisthemotherofmyson..youstayawayfromherifyoudonot

wanttoseethemonsterinme!!!

IlookedupathimshockedandwhenIstaredinhiseyesIshiveredbecausehemeantevery

word

Him:IseethatbeingsofttoyouisnotworkingsoIhavetonowraisemyvoicejustsoyoucan

listen?ThisisnotwhatIwasinmymarriage.Don'tbethebitterwifethathatesherhusband's

childandalsohatesthebabymama.

Iwipedmytears

Me:I'msorryZweliI'mreallysorry

Heexhaledandpulledmeforahug.Iimmediatelycriedasmyfacehithischest/



Me:I'msorry..

.

.

SIMI

WegottowimpyandItookBandileoutandwemadeourwayin.

Me:Thatreallywasn'tnecessary

Sherolledhereyesaswesatdown

Her:IfIdidn'tdoit,shewasgoingtoalwayscomeatyou.Youshouldbethankingme.

Me:ButyouknowhowZweliis,hemightdobadthingstoher.

Sheshookherhead

Her:Hismotheristhere,hewillneverhitawomaninthepresenceofhismom.Herespects

heralot.

Me:Heusedtohitmeinthesamehousethathismotherwasin,sowhatareyoutryingtosay?

Shelookedatmeandputthemenudown.

Her:I..I'msorryforsayingthatSimithat'snothowitwassupposed..

Shesighedandcametome.Shehugged

Her:I'msorry,pleasestopcryingbeforeyouattracteyes

IconfusedlytouchedmyfaceandIfelttearsonmycheeks.Shewentbacktoherseat.

IlookedoveratBandileinhispramhewaspeacefullysleepingandAmahlewasalsoinher

pramplayingwithherpacifier.

Ilookedaround

Me:ManIamstarving!

Mbalistoodup

Her:Iamgoingtoorder

Me:I'mactuallystarvingforapizza..Iwouldloveapizza

Shelookedatme

Her:O-kayIguesswecangotodebonairs..



Myfacelitup

Me:Yaaay

ShelookedatmeweirdlyIignoredher,Istoodupandwemadeourwaytothecar.

.

.

KAGISO

TodayIwasgettingdischargedandImustsaythatIwasnothappyatallbecausethatmeans

Iwillbegoingtojail.Iputthependownandgavethedoctortheformsaftersigning.Istoodup

andthedoorimmediatelyswungopen.AsIexpecteddetectiveNhlapocameinwiththree

copsbehindhim.Withoutwastinganytimetheycametocuffme.

Nhlapo:KagisoMasekoyouareunderarrestforthemurderofyourwifeAnathiandyourson

Tshiamo,youarealsochargedwithdrugtraffickingand...

Iclosedmyeyesandlookeddown.Thiswasit,Iwasgoingtostaybehindbarsforaverylong

time.Tshepofailedme,Iwaitedforhimandhefailedme.TheyescortedmeoutandIlooked

downtoavoidanyeyecontactwithpeopleinthehospitalbutIcouldfeeltheirstares.

Ifeltatearescapingmyeye,Iwasgoingtojailforaverylongtime
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TheywalkedmeoutandassoonasIwasoutsideflashesstartedcomingfromeverydirection

Iturned.Therewerejournalist,newspaperpeopleandotherpeopletakingpictureswiththeir

phones.Ikeptmyheaddownaswepassedthroughthecrowd.Journalistswouldaskme

questionslike"whydidIdoit?"or"whatdidIgainfromallthekillingsIdid"andendless

questionsbutIkeptmyheaddownuntilwereachedthecar.Itwasn'ttheregularpolicevan

butablackcar,oneofthosebulletproofcars.

TheyshovedmetothebackandIsatwithonecopanddetectiveNhlaphowhiletwocopssat

atthefront.

.

.



NIKIWE

Irinsedmyfaceandwipeditwiththetowel.Itookoffmyhoopsandtiedmyhairintoa

ponytail.IwalkedoutofthebathroomandlookedoveratZweliwhowasonthebedandbusy

withhislaptop.Isighedandwalkedtotheclosettotakeoffmydress.Yep,Zwelicancelledthe

vacation.Iworeasimplegreysleevelesstopandsweatpants.Igotoutandwenttothe

bedroomandsatonthebed.

IlookedoveratZweli.Heclosedthelaptopandlookedatme

Him:Areyouokaynow?

Ikindalockedmyselfupinthebathroomandjustcriedforacoupleofhours.

Me:Yeah,I'msorryfor...

Him:It'sforgottenaslongasyoupromisetostayawayfromher

Me:Iwanttoapologisetoher

Heshookhishead,Itouchedhishand

Me:Please,theguiltiseatingme.Idon'twanttolookasthebitterwifetoher.Weusedtoget

alongandIwantthat,SimiisagreatwomanandIwanttogettoknowher,wellifit'sokaywith

her.

Helookedatme

Him:Areyousure?

Me:Iam..Iam

Hejustlookedatmeandnodded,Idon'tknowifIambeinghonestorlyingtomyself.

.

.

LETHU

Ilookedoverathimsittingonthecouchandwatchingagamewithacaninhishand.Iwasin

thekitchenandmakingspaghettiwithmeatballs,whichIlearnedthatit'shisfavouritemeal..

simpleyetdelicious.Ikeptstealingglancesathimasthecanmethisjuicypinklipsandhow

hewouldsmileandfrownwhensomeonedoeswronginthegame.IfoundmyselfsmilingasI

thoughtofthekisswehad,itwasmagical..Ohhwhatagreatkisserheis.

IcamebacktomysenseswhenIrealizedsomethingwasburning.Iquicklylookedatmypots

andthemeatballswereburnt

Me:Shit!!!



Iturnedofftheheatandremovedthepan.

Him:Youburntthemeatballs?

Ilookedathim

Me:I..I'msorryI..Iwasjust

ItooktheclothandtriedtotakeoutthemeatballsbutIburntmyfinger.

Me:Oww!!

Hecametomeandheldmyhand

Him:It'sokaylookit'sokay,wealldomistakessometimesandburnfood,ithappens.

Me:ButIwasrightnexttothepotsandcouldn'tsmellthatitwasburning.

Hesmiled

Him:Itcould'vebeenworse.

Heheldmeandmademesitdown

Him:Isyourfingerfine?

Ichuckled

Me:It'sfine

Helookedatme

Him:Whatwereyouthinking?

Ilookeddown

Helaughedsoftlyandpartedmyweave

Him:Wellwecanstartalloverwiththemeatballs

HelookedattheTV

Him:IguessI'llhavetomissthegamefortoday

Me:I'msorry

Him:It'sokay

Hestoodupandwenttoputthepaninthesinkandhetookoutanotherone.Ishookmyhead,

whitesthough...



.

.

SIMI

Ibrushedhishairandkissedhimonthecheek.WewereinMbali'sroomandBandilewas

playingwithMbali'smakeuponthedressertable.Hetookalipstickandopeneditandbrought

bringittohismouth

Me:Bandiledon't!

Itriedtosnatchitbutthelittlerascalwasfast,hejumpedoffthedresserandIalmost

screamingbuthequicklysatupstraightandlookedatme.Ilookedoveratthelipstickthatfell

afewfeetfromhimandIpickeditup.IlookedatBandile

Me:Okaylet'sgetonethingstraight,youareaboyandboysaresupposetobestrongbut

Bandileyouarestilllittleyoucan'tbejumpingoffdressersactinglikeasuperman.

Ipickedhimupandhegavemethemostcutestsmile

Me:No,don'ttrytoemotionallyblackmailme..Iwon'tfallforthat

Hegiggledandburiedhisfaceonmybreasts.

Me:I'mjokingbabyIloveyouokay?

Him:Loveyoumommy!!

Ismiled.

Me:Let'sgohavecocopops

Him:Yayyycocopops!!

Me:Yayy!!

WewalkeddownstairsandfoundMbaliwithXolaniandAmahlesleepingonhislap.

Me:Hellofamily..

Xolani:Simi,wewelcomeyoubacktoourhouse,andthelittlenotofcourse

Ismiled.

Mbali:Don'tyouwantanythingtoeat?Iprepareyourfavouritedish..

Shestoodupandwemadeourwaytothekitchen.

Mbali:Italkedtoyourinteriordesignerandyourhousewillbereadyinadayortwo



Me:She'sfast

Her:Itoldyouyoucouldcountonher.Soonyouwillbemovinginyournewhouse

IputBandileonthecounterandtookoutsomecocopopsandpouredtheminthebowl.Igave

ittohimandhestartedeating

Me:Whatdowesaywhensomeonegivesussomething?

Him:Thankyou!!

Ismiled.MbaligavememyfoodandIsatdown.

Mbali:Aren'tyoujoiningusinthediningroom?

Me:NoIprefereatinginthekitchen..Ooohyoucookedachicken,I'msohungry

Iputthefooddownandstartedeating.HalfwaythroughthemealIfeltsick,Ilookedoverat

Mbali

Me:Ineedthebathroom

IrantothebathroomandassoonasIgotinIvomited.WhenIwasdoneIrinsedmymouth

andlookedatmyselfinthemirror

Me:What'swrongwithme?

Mbalicameinside

Her:Areyouokay?

Me:No,Ikeepvomitingit'sbeenhappeningforawhile

Shelookedmeandgavemethesidesmile

Me:No

Her:Yes..

IshookmyheadandtookBandilefromherandwalkedout.

Me:I'mnotpregnant

Her:Ihaveahomepregnancytest..

Istopped.Noitcannotbe!!!

.

.



KAGISO

Ikeptmyheaddownthroughoutthedriveandthecarimmediatelycametoastop.Iliftedmy

headandlookedoutandthereweretiresandcratesinthemiddleoftheroad.

Nhlapo:It'satrap,noonegetsout

Theytookouttheirguns.AsIexpectedthreecarsappearedandstoppedinfrontofusand

threeattheback.

Nhlapho:Callforcover,wearetrapped!!

Ismiled,Tshepokepthisendofthedealafterall.
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Haveyoueverheardsomeonesaying'iescapeddeathevenwhenitwasstaringatme"?That

isexactlyhowIfeelnow.Imanagedtoescapeprisoneventhoughitwasstaringatmerightin

myeyes.Idon'tknowhowIwasfeeling,relieved?happy?scaredorangryIhadmixed

emotionsbutonethingIamgratefulofisthatTshepodidn'tturnhisbackonme,hehelpedme

evenwhenitseemedlikeitwasimpossible.TodetectiveNhlaphohewasshotalongtheway

alongwiththepolicemanandIwasabletoescapefreely.Theroadwasabigcommission,

everyonewastherefromjournaliststopoliceofficers,sergeants,captionseveryone.

Boogeymandroveustothewarehouse.Wecouldn'triskgoingtothecitybecausewewere

goingtogetcaughteasily.Thewarehousewassituatedinthemiddleofthewoodsfaraway

fromthecityandeveryonesonobodywouldfindushere.

Wegotoutofthecarandmadeourwayin,thewarehousewasmorelikeahouseitwas

comfortableforsomeonetoevenlivehere.Ithrewmyselfonthesofa

Me:Istillcan'tbelieveitman,I'mfree..

Tshepocamewithacanofbeerandsatnexttome

Him:Whyareyousosurprise?Wehavedoneworseandescapedthebigguysng'ringangama

FBIandmilitaryforcemanjeuthini?

Ishookmyhead

Me:ThistimearoundIwassurethatIwasgoingtojail,Iwassurethatmylifewasfinallyover



man..

Heputhishandonmyshoulder

Him:It'sovernow,nousekumele'kuthisicelebrateyabo?

Westoodupandandraisedourcansofbeer

Him:Tobeingfree

Me:Tobeingfree!!

Tobeingfreeyetagain!

.

.

SIMI

Wehaddonefourpregnancytestsandallofthemcamepositive.Iknowthatachildisagift

fromGodandablessingtoobutIamnothappyatall.Ihaveplansformylifeandanother

babyisthelastthingonmylist.JanuaryisaroundthecornerandIhavetogotovarsity,Ialso

haveBandilesohavinganotherbabyisabigcomplication

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhandsandcried

Me:Ican'tbepregnant,thisisabigmess

Mbaliwassittingnexttomeandrubbingmybackwithoutsayinganything.Bandileand

AmahlewentoutwithXolani.

Me:IhaveBandile,Ihaveschool,IhavebabyissueswithNikiweandZweli...

Istopped..Zweli..Zweli

Me:Ohhno!!!

Istoodupandtookthepregnancytest

Me:HowfaralongamI?

Her:2weeks

Soitisreallyhis?It'sZweli'sbaby.

Me:Thiscan'thappentomeGodno..

Iknowclearlythatit'sZweli'sbecauseKagisoandIhaven'tbeenengagedinsexual

intercourseforthepast3monthsandreasonwasbecauseofallthedramaaboutmegetting



mymemoryback,goingtohospitalandalltheZwelisagasoIknowexactlythatit'snothisand

ithastobeZweli'sbecauseIhavenosexualincounterwithanyoneotherthanthesetwomen

andIrememberwhenIdroppedthedivorcepapersonhimwehadsex.

IfeltmyselfgettinghotsoIwenttodrinkaglassofwaterandleanedonthecountertocatch

mybreath.

Mbali:Simiareyouokay?

Inoddedandclosedmyeyes

Me:I'mfine

ShecametomeandhuggedmetightandmytearsfellhardandIletoutasob

Me:Itwasn'tsupposedtobelikethis

.

.

NIKIWE

Me:Don'tbeacowardNikiwe,thisisyourman!

IbitmynailinfrustrationasIlookedatmyselfinthemirror.ZweliandIlefthismothershouse

andwewerebacktoourownhouseandIthoughtmaybemeandhimcouldgetalittlenaught

sincewehadlessofthatinhismother'shouse.Iwaswearingablackthong,lingerieandred

highheels.Itiedmyhairintoamessybun.

Igulpeddownthewineandwalkedoutofthebathroom.Igottothebedroomandpoured

myselfanotherglassofwinebeforeIgotohisstudyandsurprisehim.Itookmynightgown

andworeitandwalkeddownstairs.IreachedhisstudyandknockedhesaidcomeinandI

walkedinbuthedidn'tlookatme.

Me:Hey..

Heshiftedhisattentionfromthedocumentsandlookedatme.Itookoffmynightgownandit

fellonthefloorthenIputmyhandsonmyhipsandmaintainedthesexylookbuthelaughed.

MtheartskippedbecauseIdidn'tknowifIwasdoingitrightorwrong,Ihaveneverdone

somethinglikethisinmylifeI'veonlyseenitinmoviesandthewomanalwaysgetwhatthey

wantwhentheydressedlikethissoIdon'tknowwhatI'mdoingwrong.Ilookedatmyselfand

backathim

Me:Pleasedon'tlaughbutthisismyfirsttimeandIhavenoideawhatIamdoingso...

Helaughedandstoodup.Hecametomeandtracedhisfingeronmybodyuntilhereached

mypussyIshivered.



Him:Youaredoingperfectlyfine

Ibreathedoutinrelief,atleastIdonotlooklikeafool.

Him:WhatdidIdotodeservesuch?

Myhandmadeit'swaytohisdickandislightlysqueezedit

Me:Youhavebeenanaughtyboylately

Hesmiled

Him:Punishmethen,showmewhatyougotMrs.Businesswoman

IwantedtolaughbutIhadtomaintainmysexylook.Ipushedhimwithmyhandandhefellon

thesofainthecornerofhisstudy.Igotontopofhimandstartedunbuttoninghisshirt

Me:TodayIamgoingtorideyousobadyouwillneverthinkofleavingme

WitheachwordIkissedhischest.Iremovedhisshirtandranmyhandsonhissixpack.Iwent

uptohisfaceandkissedhimwhilemyotherhandwasunzippinghistrouser.Iputmyhandin

hisboxerandgavehimahandjobandwhenhestartedgroaninginmymouthIknewIwas

doingitright.Itookoffhispantscompletelyandkneltdown.Hetookoffhisboxersandhis

hardshaftsprungout.Iswallowedhard,IwasabouttogivehimablowjobandIhopeIdonot

vomitormessitupbecauseIhaveneverdonesuch.

.

.

SIMI

Mbali:Areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Yes

ShegavemeadisapprovinglookbutIignoredherandwegotoutofthecarandmadeourway

inthehospital.Wewenttositinoneofthechairsweretheywillbecallingus.

Mbali:Istillthinkyoucanchangeyourmind

Me:No,Iamdoingthis

Wekeptquietandwaitedformynametobecalled.Afterawhileawomancameandcalledme

westoodupandmadeourwaytotheward.

WegottothedoorandIstopped,Idon'tknowwhybutmyhandcouldn'topenthedoor

Mbali:Simiareyouokay?



Me:Idon'tknowI...

IwasnotsureifIwantedtodothis.IlookedoveratMbali

Me:Ican'tdothis.

IranoutofthehospitalandassoonasIreachedthehallwayIsanktothefloor.Idon'tknow

whatIwasthinking,IknowIwastherebutIwasn'tgoingtodoit.Iwasn'tgoingtokillan

innocentbaby.
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SIMI

Icouldn'tdoitnomatterhowhardIforcedmyselfortrytonotletmyemotionsgettomeIjust

couldn'tdoit.KillinganunbornbabyisnodifferentthankillingapersonandIamnotoneof

thosepeople.Igrewupinaveryreligioushome,mymotherisveryreligiousandsoismy

relativesandmekillingmyunbornbabywaslikecommittingmurder.Godbroughtthischildto

theworldforapurposeandit'snotformetodecideifitgetstoliveornotbutonlythewillof

GodgetstomakethatdecisionbutIwasnothappywithhowthingsturnedout.

WewerestillinhospitalbutinthecarandIwasjustlookingoutthewindowwithtearspouring

out.ImightlookweakordramaticbutwhatwillIsaywhenpeoplestartnoticing?mymother,

myfather,Zweli,OhhpoorNikiwe.HowwillshefeelwhenshelearnsthatIamcarryingthe

childifherhusband,nottomentionthefactthatIalreadyhaveachildwithZweli.Whatwillmy

parentssay?IhavedisappointedthemalotespeciallywhenIfellpregnantwhenIwasstillin

varsityanddroppedoutandwhenIalsogotinarelationshipwithKagiso.Ihavealready

disappointedthemtoomuchandnowthispregnancy?

Mbali:KantiwhatmustIdotomakeyouhappyagain?

Iscoffed,happy?mylifehasbeennothingbutmisery.Theisnosuchthingas"happy"inmy

life.

Me:Whatwillmomanddadsay?PerhapstheywillsayI'mawhoreforsleepingwithamarried

man

Shesighed

Her:ComeonSimistopbeingsoweak,cryingwon'tgetyouanywhere,itwon'tmakethebaby

disappearallyouhavetodonowispickyourselfupandfixthemistakesyoumade.Take

thosemistakesandrulethemasalessonsandtrytobetteryourself.



Youseetheproblemwithpeopleisthattheydonotknowthepainyouaregoingthroughbut

theyarethefirsttojudge,theyarethefirsttopointfingersandtellyouthatfixyourmistake

buttheydon'tknowthepainyouaregoingthroughandeverythingjustseemsunreachablefor

you.

ItwasthesamewithMbali,shedoesn'tunderstandthepainIamgoingthrougheachday.I

mightbesmilingbutmyheartiscrying,Imightbelaughingbutmyheartisbleeding,Imight

lookstrongbutIamfallinginside.

Me:Youwillneverunderstand

MystomachstartedgrowlingmeaningIamstarving

Her:Uyabona?YourproblemisthatyouareveryselfishSimi.Starvingyourselflikethatis

beingveryselfishbecauseuyaz'kahleukuthiyouarepregnant.It'stimeforyoutonotthinkfor

yourselfonlybutthehumanbeinginsideofyou.YekaukubaselfishSimi..

TrustMbalitomakeyourdayworse.Shestartedthecaranddroveoff

Her:Wearegoingtoanearbyrestaurantjustsoukuthiuzibambhisenyanatillwegethome.

Iwipedmytearsandsankdownonmyseat.

.

.

LETHU

IhadjustfinishedwashingthedishesandIwasnowsittingdownandwatchingmynow

favouriteshowwhichiskeepingupwiththekardashians.IwasveryhappylivingwithKevin

becausehehasbeennothingbutasweetheartbutIalsoneedtodosomethingwithmylife.I

needtogobacktovarsityandfinishmycourseandIalsoneedtogobackhomeandinform

mymotherabouteverythingthathashappenedtomebecauseIknowthatshemighthave

beencallingandwithmyphonelostIcouldn'tanswerback.ThehousephonerangandIstood

upandwenttoanswerit

Me:Hello

Kevin:Bunnybear

Iblushed,KevinandIhavebeenverycloselatelythatwehadstarteddevelopingfeelingsfor

eachotherandwedecidedtogiveitatryandseewhereit'stakingusbutwearenotrushing

intoanything.Beingintimateisthelastthingonmymindconsideringwhathappenedandhe

totallyunderstandsandalsoagreeswithme.

Me:YouknowIhateitwhenyoucallmethat

Ilied.Helaughed



Him:ButIloveit,youaremybunnybear

Me:Itmakesmefeelchubby

HelaughedandIfoundmyselfchuckling,hehasoneofthoselaughsthatwillmakeyoulaugh

too

Him:Youarenotchubbybaby,anywaysIwantedtoknowhowareyou?

Me:Butyou'veseenmethismorning

Him:AmInotallowedtobeworriedaboutmygirlfriend?

Ikeptquietandsmiledtomyself

Him:Iamtakingyououtfordinnertonightandihopethatyouhaven'teatenanythingbecause

Iwillneedyoutobringalongyouremptystomach

Ilaughed

Me:Ionlyateasandwich

Him:Good,I'llseeyoutonightokay?

Me:Okay

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo

HehungupandIputthetelephonedowntoo.Ismiledwidelyandmyheartdanced"Iloveyou"

thosewordsechoedonmyheadmakingmyinsidesshiverwithexcitement.

.

.

KAGISO

WehavebeenhidingherefortoolongandallIwanttodoistomoveonwithmylife.Iknow

howriskyitmightbebutIcanskipthecountrylikethelastfewyears.Icanstartafreshaclean

lifeinanothercountryandforgetaboutSouthAfricaandthememoriesitcarriesIneedtopick

mypiecesupandfixmylifestartingwithSimi,IreallylovethatwomanIdon'tseemylifewith

anyonebuther.Iwanthertogooverseaswithmeandwecanstartanewlifetogether.

ThedoorflungopenandTshepogotinwithBoogeymanandJimoneofthemembersinour

crew.IstoodupandwedidIourhandshake

Me:Anything?



SinceIwascleverenoughtoinstallIhackerinSimi'scarIwouldknowwhereversheis.

Theyputthelaptoponthetableandswitchediton.Tshepopulledmetotheside

Him:Manthisisputtingyourlifeandyourfreedomindanger

Me:What?areyouexpectingmetostayinhidinguntilJesusreturns?

Him:AllIwantfornowiscreatealowprofileandmakethepolicebelievethatyoudisappeared

fromthefaceoftheEarthforeverandthenyoucanbeabletopickupthepiecesinyourlife

withoutthepolicealwaysonyourtail

Ishookmyhead

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthat,thetimedoesn'twaitforanyoneandit'snowornever.

Helookedatmeforawhile

Him:IfthisisaboutSimiforgetitmanthatbitchhasprobablymovedon..

Ishookmyhead

Me:NotSimi,sheknowswhattheconsequencesare.Sheknowswhatwillhappenifshedoes

thattome

Hepacedaroundforawhileandcamebacktome

Him:Andthenwhat?Youlookforheryoufindherandgetbacktogetheryeahperfectbut

whenitcomestoskippingthecountryhowwillyoudothatwhenthepolicehaveeveryborder

cornered?

Me:Gustavocanhelp

Helaughed

Him:Youowebosswaytoomuch,hehassavedyourbigasswaytoomuchandallheneeds

isthatspecificjobtobedonebutthatjobistillpendingandnowyouareexpectinghimtostill

helpyou?

Helaughed

Him:Idon'tseethathappening

Me:Thejobwillbedoneman

Him:When?doyouhavethegirl?

Me:AkerewehasSimi..

Him:Entlekringanamimfwethu,yousayyoulovethischickbutnowyouaresayingthatyou



wanthertocarrydrugsandtransportittoMexicojustlikethat?Helpmeunderstandwhatlove

istoyou?

Me:Broshewillbedoingthisforthebothofus

Hefoldedhisarms

Him:Idon'tseeheragreeingtothis

Me:Wellforhershehasnochoice

HeliftedhishandsuplikeIsurrender.

.

.

SIMI

Wegottotherestaurantandsatdown.Ipickedupthemenuandcheckedforwhattoorder

whenMbali'sphonerang.

Her:Excuseme

Shewentout.Ilookedaroundandeveryonewasgoingaboutdoingtheirbusiness.Mbalicame

backwithahugesmileonherface

Me:Andthen?

Her:What?

Me:What'swiththesmile?

ShejustlookedatmewiththesmileonherfaceIjustlaughed

Her:Youwillfindouttomorrow

Me:MmmhIcan'twait

Shecalledthewaiterforus
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LETHU



KevinsentanSMSthathewillbehomeinlessthan15minutessoIhadlittletimetoprepare.I

wasinthebathroomandIwasfixingmymakeupandmakingsurethatIappliedenough

foundationandthatitwaslevelandnottoomuch.Icombedmylongb

backweaveanddecidedtoleaveitdangling.Iwasnotgoodwithstylebutlookingatmyselfin

thatfulllengthmirrorIwassatisfiedwiththekindofoutfitIchoseandhowbreathtakingIlook.

Iwaswearingablackhuggingmermaiddressthatwasopenattheback.Ihadabeautifulgold

necklaceonthatwentreallywellwiththedressandalsosilverhoopsandblackhighheels.My

makeupwasn'ttoomuchjustneutral.Iwentbacktothebedroomandtookmybag.Imade

sureIputeverythingIneedlikewipers,tissue,mymakeupkitofcourseincasemymakeup

getssmudged,myperfumeandsomemintbubblegum.WhenIwassatisfiedIwent

downstairsandwaitedforhimandtopasstimeIhadaglassofjuice.Alcoholisstrictlynotmy

thing.ThedooropenedandKevinwalkedinlookingbreathtakingasever.Hishairwasabitfull

ontheonesideandtotallyfadedontheothersideanditwasbrown.Healsohadblue

sparklingeyes.Hewasreallywellbuiltwithbroadshouldersandchestandhedoeslooklike

hevisitstheJimonceinawhile.Helookedatmewithhismouthwideopenandshockwritten

alloverherface.Hewasholdingflowerswithhisonehandandcarkeyswiththeother

Me:Hi

Him:Hey,wowI..youlooksobeautiful,Imeanyesyoulookbeautifulalwaysbut..

Iblushed

Me:Thankyou

Hecametomeandkissedmycheekandgavemetheflowers.

Him:Shallwe?

InoddedlookingdownIcouldn'tstopsmilinghewassuchagentleman.Heheldmywaistand

wewalkedout.Heletgoofmeandlockedthedoorsandheneverforgettosetthealarm

inside.Wegottohiscarandheopenedthedoorformeandkissedmycheek.Icouldn'thelp

butbesmittenbyhim.

Hegottotheothersideandwedroveoffincomfortablesilencewithhimplayingsomesoft

music.Wefinallygottowhereweweregoingandhecametoopenthedoorformeandwe

walkedintherestauranthandinhand.HeopenedthedoorformeandassoonasIwalkedin

myjawliterallydropped.Therestaurantwasdimmeddownandapurplelightoccupiedthe

wholespaceandourtablehadredflowerseverywhereandcandlesontheflooralso.Itwasso

beautifulthatIfeltmytearswantingtocomeout

Me:Youdidallofthisforme?

Hepulledmetohim

Him:Allforyou



Me:Wow,noguyhaseverdonethistome.

Hesmiled

Him:I'mgladtobethefirst

WehuggedandIfelthome,Ifeltlikenothingasexistedonlymeandhimandourownworld.

Hefinallybrokethehugandwenttositdown.Hecalledawaiterandweorderedourfirst

coursemeal.

Me:Sohowdidyoupullallofthisoff?

Ilookedatoursurroundingsandbacktohim

Him:WellIgothelpfrommyassistantandIalsogotsomeideasfromyou

Ichuckledlightlyrememberingthetimeswerehewouldrandomlyaskmewhatmyfavourite

colourisorwhatkindofflowersIlikeKantiallofthiswhilehewasplanningsomethinglike

this?

Me:Wow,Ifeelsospecial

Him:Specialiswhatyouaremylove

Imeltedbythewords"Mylove"

Wegotservedourfirstcoursemealandwedigineatingandhavinglightconversation

Me:Sohaveyoueverdonethisbefore?

Hethoughtforawhile

Him:Somethinglikethis..

Hepointedattheflowersandcandles

Him:NoIhaveneverdonesuchforafemale,onlyyou.IhaveneverdonesuchevenwhenI

waswithmywife,wewould

Hefrozeandlookedatme.Myfaceflushedashesaidthat

Me:Youweremarried?

Him:Uhm..yesbut..butshediedand..

IcouldseethatthiswasnotatopichewouldliketotalkaboutsoIgavehimmyshallowsmile

andreachedoutandtouchedhishand.Isawabitofrelaxationinhisface

Me:Sowhywouldyoudosomethinglikethiswhenwehadjustknowneachotherfor2weeks?



Hesmiledandshookhishead

Him:Ittakesonedayforpersontolikesomeoneand3daysforhimtofallinlove.WhenIfirst

sawyouyoulookedsovulnerableandfragile.Igotyoudowntothepolicestationtoproveyou

thatIwon'thurtyoubutyoudidn'tletthatputyourguarddown,youneverallowedmetocome

tostepsclosertoyouoreventouchyouforthatmatter.Ihaveseenvictimsofrapeandthey

getveryemotionalandgointodepressionforafewdaysbutyou...youlivedonit.Notonce

didIseeyoubreakdownlikehowadepressedpersonwouldbe,notoncehaveIseenyou

turningtoalcoholjustbecauseyoucan'tfacelifesoberanddon'twanttorecallthose

moments.WhatIambasicallysayingisthatyouareaverystrongwomanandyoudonot

allowsomethingtoshakeyouandbringyoudowninsteadyouwalkonitwithyourheadtall.

That'sdefinitelywhatmademefallforyou,thereisnothingattractivethanawomanwho

knowsherthinganddoesn'tletsmallthingsgettothem.Iamnotsayingtherapewasasmall

thingbutyousurelygotthroughfromitandnowlook,youarestillaliveandbreathing

Me:Forapersonwhowasalwaysquietyoutalkalot..

HelaughedandIjoinedin

.

.

KAGISO

Letmeintroducemycrewtoyou.Wehaveme,Jim,Boogeyman,andTshepo.Jimisthe

humantechnology,heistheonebehindthecomputersworkinghismagicanddoingwhathe

doesbest.Boogeymanhasamindofhisown,heisverysmartandnothingeverpasseshim,

heistheeyesandearsofthiscrew.TshepoandIwellwearetheoneswhobringmoneytothe

crew.Wehaveasuccessfuldrugbusinessesbutnowwithpoliceonourtailandwithourbig

bossGustavoalwaysonourcase,wearehittingrockbottomandhavingourmostdownfall.

Wewereinthewarehousetryingtocookupsomethingandweweredowningitwithalcohol

andsomechisanyama.

Boogeyman'sphonerangandheexcusehimselfwhilewewereconcentratedonwhatJimwas

doing.

Jim:Soyousayyouputatrackeronthischick'scar?

Inodded

Jim:Itwillbeeasytofindherbutit'sbeen1fullweekandhercarhasn'tbeengoinganywhere

ithasstayedinoneplacemeaningthatshedoesn'treallygooutthatmuchsoitwillbehard

findingher.

Me:Idon'twanttohearthatbullcrap.WehaveBoogeyman,heisoureyesandearshecan

alwaysgotothathouseandkeepandeyeonanyonegoinginandoutandasmuchasyousay



Simidoesn'tgooutbecausehercarisalwaysononeplaceitmightmeanthatsheisusinga

differentcarlikehersister'sormother's

Tshepo:Youhaveapoint

Boogeymancameback

Him:It'sboss,hewantstotalktoKagiso.

Heputthephoneonloudspeakerandputitonthetable

Boogeyman:Youareonloudspeakerboss..

Gustavo:Good,listentomeandlistentomeverycarefully.Ineedthejobdone.Ihavegiven

youdaysanddaysturnedintomonthsandIambeingimpatientandyouknowwhatIdowhen

Iamimpatient...

Welookedateachother

Gustavo:IhavelearntthatKagisoisindeepwaterswiththepoliceandIamyouronlyticket

outofSAsotheonlywayformetomakethathappenisforyoutodothisjobyouwere

assignedtodo.

Me:Yesboss..

Gustavo:AndyouknowthatIpersonallywantthatbitchofyourstobedoingthisjob

Me:Noted

Withthathedroppedthecall.Therewasabitofsilenceandwealllookedateachother.We

knewwhatGustavoiscapableofandifwemessupthenit'sgoodbyetoourlives.

Tshepo:WhyspecificallySimi?

Ilookedathim

Him:Therearesomanygirlswecanchooseforthisjobtodonesowhywouldboss

specificallyrequestitbedonebySimi?Whatdoyouknowthatwedon't?

Ilookedateveryoneandtheywerealllookingatmewithcuriousfaces

Me:Ithinkit'stimeforallofyoutoknowthetruth...

.

.
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KAGISO

Tshepo:Timeforustoknowthetruth?,manwhatareyoutalkingabout?

TheyallgavemetheirpuzzledlooksandIknewthatwhateverIsaywillchangeeverythingbut

forthismissiontoworkthenwehavetotrusteachotherandnowallIhavetodoistellthem

thetruthsotheycantrustmebutIwashopingthisdoesn'tbackfire.

Me:Ithinkweallneedtositdownforthis

Tshepo:I'llratherstand

TshepohasalwaysbeenthestubbornoneandtillthisdayIdon'tknowwhy.Welllikehesaid

heneversatdownonlyme,BoogeymanandJimtookaseat.JimtookoffhisglassesandIsat

inamorecomfortableway

Me:WhenImetGustavoinMexicohewasabrokenman,hehadnolifeinhimandhelooked

likesomeonewhohasgivenupinlife..

Tsheposcoffedandwealllookedathim

Him:Stoptalkinginriddlesuzengendabaplease.

Me:I'mgettingthere

Icontinued

Me:Wemetatabachelorpartyandthat'swhenIwasletinonhisdirtandIgottoknow

everythingabouthimandhowhebecamesosuccessfulandrich.Unfortunatelyhisrichesand

successcamewithbadthingsandgavebirthtotragedy...Gustavo'sfamilywastakenoutone

byonerightunderhisnoseandthiswasallbecauseofSimi'sfather..

Tshepoputhiscanofbeerandfinallysatdown,nowthatIknowIhaveeveryone'sattentionI

canfinallygodeepintothedetails.

Me:GustavoneverreallygrewupinMexico,hewasactuallybornandraisedinSouthAfrica.

HisfatherRodrigowasthemostfeareddruglordbackthenandhewasverysuccessfulso

Gustavogrewupwithasilverspoon.Thingstookadrasticturnwhenamanwhohadjust

joinedthepoliceforcestartedbeingonthetailofhisfatherandthispersonwasSimi'sdad.

Herdadwasthemostwellexperiencedpoliceofficereverknownandhekneehisjoblikehis

palmofhishand.Hegotpromotedfromjustbeingapoliceofficertoasergeantandthat's

whenitbecameRodrigo'sdownfall.Simi'sfathermanagedtoputRodrigobehindbarsand

sinceRodrigohadconnectionshewasabletoescapefromprisonandhisplanwastoescape

thecountrybutitbackfiredagainwhenSimi'sdadwasforcedtoshoothim11times.



TheywhistledandInodded

Me:ThatwastheendofRodrigoandwhilehisfamilywasgrievingSimi'sdadwascelebrating

thefruitsofhissuccessandgotyetanotherpromotion.Hewasveryyoungthattimeandknew

everything.HewasnowbehindallthedruglordsandbusinesseshappeninginSouthAfrica.

Thatdidn'tstopRodrigo'sfamilyfromcarryingonwiththedrugbusinesssoGustavo'sbrother

tookofffromwhereRodrigoleft.UnfortunatelythesamehappenedtohimandSimi'sdad

managedtothrowhimbehindbarsandheisservingalifesentence

Jim:Ishestillalive?

Me:Ibelieveso

Me:SowhenGustavogrewuptobeoldenoughtoknoweverythinghedecidedtoleaveSouth

AfricaandgostayinMexicoandunfortunatelyhismotherandsisterwantedtostayinSouth

AfricasoGustavoleftaloneandcarriedonthedrugbusinessinMexico.Afewyearslaterhe

learntaboutthebrutaldeathofhismomandsister.Hebrokedownthattimeandwentinto

depressionuntilhemetme

Istoodup

Me:ItookcareofhisdrugbusinessinMexico,Dubai,SouthAfricaandotherdifferent

countriesuntilhecouldgetonhistwofeet.

Tshepo:Weren'tyouscaredSimi'sfatherwouldgettoyou?

Ishookmyhead

Me:Heretiredinthepoliceforceandhelaidlowforawhileandthathelpedmetogrowthe

businessfurther.Gustavolaterlearntthatthereasonwhyheretiredwasbecausehehada

newdaughterbythenameofMbali.Henevercaredbutthenayearpassedandhehadanother

daughternamedThuli,orratherSimlindileandthenSimi'sdadreturnedandhewasnowa

lawyerandheknewthathisbusinesswasindanger.

Iwentbacktothem

Jim:Youarenotmakingsense,didyoutakeoverhisjobwhenthedaughtersoftheNgcobo

familywerebornornot?

Me:IfthatwasthecasethenIwouldbeagrandfatherbynow,Itookoverthebusinesswhen

Simiwaslike18andMbaliwas20.

Theyshooktheirhead

Boogeyman:Youshould'vesaidso,itsoundedlikeyouwatchedSimiandMbaligrowuptobe

thisbigandstilllookthisyoungandfresh

TheychuckledandIgavethemmydeathstareandtheykeptquiet



Me:AsIwassaying,Gustavowantsrevenge.Heknowshowmuchthedaughtersmeantothe

lawyersohewasgoingtogoafterthemjustlikehewentafterhisfamily

Tshepostoodup

Him:Iguessyouwerepartoftherevengeplan?

Me:Somethinglikethat.WhenSimiwas16andMbaliwas18Iwas21.Ihadamissiontotry

tomakeMbalifallinlovewithmesoitwillbeeasyformetotakeherdownandtherestofher

familybutthenthisguynamedZwelihappened.MbalifellinlovewithZweliandtheydated,so

IhadtowaitforthemtobreakuporwaitforSimitobefreefromthewatchofherparents.

WhenMbalibrokeupwithZweliIknewIhadtomakeamovebutthenaguynamedXolani

happenedandIknewthatitwasneverwithMbalisoIfocusedonSimi.Shegrewupandwhen

shewas19IthoughtitwasmytimetostrikeuntilZwelicameintothepictureagainandthey

dated

Theylaughed

Jim:It'slikethisZweli'sguyisthesuperman,keepsshowingupwheneverthegirlsarein

danger

Ikickedthetable

Me:YoutalkagainandIwillfuckyouup

Heswallowed

Me:GustavowasnothappyaboutthisandhesaidshouldIfailthisthenIwillbegoodasdead.

Tshepo:HowdidyougetSimi?

IrememberedthatdaywhenSimiwasalmostburiedalivetodeathandIsavedherandtoonly

realisedthatIsavedmytickettofreedom.Savingherthatdaywasn'tplan,itwasjusta

coincidence

Me:Itwaskindaweirdandstrangehowwemet

Tshepo:Soallinallyoudon'tlovethischick?She'syourbaittoherfather?

Ithoughtforawhile

Me:AtfirstIdidn't,butnowIhavefallendeeplyinlovewithher

Tshepo:Whyareyoustilldoingthis?

Me:Don'tyouunderstand?Simiismytickettofreedom,likeIsaidtoyouthatwithoutherIwill

notbeabletoskipthecountryandGustavowillkillme.

Hestoodup



Tshepo:Youaresick!!!

Hethrewthecanatme

Me:Dudewhat'swithyou?Youhadaproblemwithmeeversincewegothere..

Him:Becauseyoudisgustme!ImaybeheartlessandkillpeopleandasmuchasIknowZweli

heisheartlesstooandhaskilledsomepeoplebutyou,youareoneheartlessandsickbastard

whohasnofuckideawhatloveis.YouarefarfrombeingamanZweliistoSimi

Iwasfumingwithanger,justthenameofZwelimakesmesicktothestomach.Heisthe

reasonwhyIcouldn'tgetthismissiondoneintime.Sincefromdayonehewasmyobstacle

andhestillissincehelovesSimi.

IchargedatTshepobutIstoppedbecauseIknewhewasstrongandfightinghimwillbelike

killingmyself,Tshepoisheartlessandhecankillyoujustbyusinghisbarehands.

Me:Wewerecominggood,wherediditgowrong?

Him:Isn'tZweliyousupposedly"bestfriend"?

Me:Ionlybecamefriendswithhimtotrackhiseverymove

Him:Yousick!!!!

Hewenttothedoorandstoppedbeforeheopened

Him:Iamdonewiththismission

Me:What?

Him:Youdon'tknowwhoyouaredealingwith.Zweliisacleanmanwithnocrimesfollowing

himlikeyouandGustavoandyoumightfindGustavodangerousbutZweliistentimesworse,

thatguyisgoingtokillyouwithoutthinkingtwice.

Me:Iamnotscaredofhim

Him:Youmightnot,butIam.GoodluckbutIamout.Idon'twanttobeinZweliNkosi'sbad

books.

Hegotoutandbangedthedoorbehindhim

Me:Whatapussy..

Jim:He'sright,Wecan'tmesswithZweli

Iturnedaround

Me:Shutup!!!!ZweliisnoGodandwecantakehimoutlikewetookotherpeopleout.Gustavo

ismuchmoredangerousandifwewanttolivewewillhavetodothisshit!!!!okay?



Theyslowlynodded

Me:Wedon'tneedT-man.Let'sgettoworkpeople!!!

.

.

LETHU

IhadareallygreattimewithKevinandIdidn'twantittoend.Hewassosweet,sofreeand

openminded.Hetoldmeeverythingabouthislife,hisfamilyandhiswife.Ifeltspecial

becausehetrustedmewithanythingandeverything.IhaveneverfeltlikethisbeforeandI

don'twantthistoend.

Wewereinhiscaranddrivingbackhomeafterthefunwehad.Hisphonerangandhepicked

itup

IlookedathimashislipsmovedandhisfrownandthenhisfaceflushedandIsawanger

surfacing.Hedroppedthecall

Him:Fuck!!!

HeroughlystoppedthecarandIhitmyheadonthedashboard

Him:ShitbabyI..LethuI'msorryI..fuckI'msorry

Igroanedandheputhisheadonmyforeheadandrubbedit

Him:I'msorrybunnynearokay?I'msorry

Hekissedmyforeheadandjustlookedatmewithworryonhisface

Me:I'mfineIdidn'thitmyheadthathard.

Henoddedbutstilllookedworried

Me:Whatwasthecallabout?

Heshifteduncomfortablyandstartedthecar

Him:Nothing..

Iheldhishand

Me:Ithoughtwedon'tkeepsecretsfromeachother

Hesighed

Him:Wehaveaproblemintheoffice



Me:Problem?

Him:Your..yourcousinmanagedtoescape.

IfeltmyheartstoppingforawhileandIgotdizzy

Him:Lethu?Bunnyb...

HisvoicewasgettingfaintandbeforeIknewIblackedout

.

.

SIMI

Shecoveredmyeyeswithherfaceaswewalkedtothedoor.

Me:Iwonderwhatthissurpriseis..

Her:Bepatient

SheremovedherarmsandIlookedher

Her:Openthedoor

Me:O-kay

IslowlyopenedthedoorandIwasmetbyalotofpeopleandballoons

"SURPRISE!!!!!!!!!!!"
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SIMI

"SURPRISE!!!!!!!!"

WowIcouldn'tbelievemyeyes.Somanypeopleandsuchabeautifuldecorationinside.

Me:Mbaliwhat'sthis?

Shesmiled

Her:ItoldyouthatIwouldmakeahousewarmingpartyforyouonceyourhouseisdoneso



thisisit.

Me:Wow,Ithoughtyouwerejoking

WewalkedinandIwastakenbyeverything.Wehadafewtablesonthesidesthathadall

kindsoffoodslikesweets,muffins,cakes,mealsetcyounameitall.Therewasalsoa

chandelierontopIdon'tknowwhereitcamefrombutIwashappywithit.Thereweregold

stripsaroundthestairsand..Ican'tevenexplainiteverythingwasbeautiful.

Me:Wow!!

IlookedateveryoneandIalmostrecognisedthemall.Thereweremyhighschoolclassmates

andfriends,myuniversityfriendsandsomewereMbali'sfriendsintotalIthinkwewere50+

nottoomuchbutjustright.

Me:WowguysIjustwanttosaythankyouforbeinghereandplanningthishousewarming

partyIreallyappreciateit,IwanttothankmysisterMbaliformakingthishappen.Sheissuch

adarling.

Ihuggedherandeveryonemadecommentslike"ncoo""sweet"etc.

ThiswasgettingsoemotionalformethatIfeltlikecrying,myhousewassobeautifulIgive

youthat.Iwenttohugeveryoneandhadsomefeeconversationswithmyfriendshereand

there.

"Simi!!!"

SomeonescreamedbehindmeandIturnedaroundtoonlyfindKhetiwestandinginfrontof

me

Me:Areyouserious?!!

Ijumpedonherandhuggedhertight

Me:ImissedyouImissedyousoomuch!!

Shelaughedandbrokethehug

Her:ImissyoubutI'mmadatyou.IthoughtyouweredeadandIwasheartbrokencouldn't

sleepawinkandthennow,nowyouarealiveandstandingrightinfrontofme,whenIheard

thenewsthatyoudidnotdieIfeltlikerippingmyheartoutSimiyouneverlookedformeor

thoughtabouthowthiswouldaffectme.Iwas..

TearswerenowfallingfromhereyesIpulledintoatightembraceandshecriedonmy

shoulder

Her:IthoughtyoudiedandwhenIheardyoudidn'tIwasreallyheartbroken

Me:I'msorry,I'mverysorry.Ihopeyouforgivemepleasebecauseyouaremyonlybestfriend



andIwoulddieknowingthatyouaremadatme.Iwantustoforgetaboutallofthisandbethe

friendsweusedtobe..

Her:Okay

WebrokethehugandIwipedhertears

Me:Don'tcryyouaremakingmeemotional

Shechuckled

Her:Wowsothisisyourhouse?Itlookssobigandsobeautiful.Wheredidyougetthemoney

Ichuckled

Me:Sowhathaveyoueatensofar?

WewalkedtothetableandItooktwomuffinsandIshovedthefirstoneinmymouthand

moanedonmymouth,ittastedlikeheaven.Itookthesecondoneandshoveditinmymouth

too

Her:Woaheasy,pholaSimiIhaveneverseensomeoneeatamuffinlikethatfuthithismuffin

isbigforittofitinyourmouth.MinanjeifIknewIwouldsayit'spregnancycravings.

IwasabouttoreplywhensomeonepulledmefrombehindanditwasMbali

Mbali:SorryKethiwebutIhaveaspecialsurpriseforSimi,wenajuststayhereandshewillbe

back

Beforethepoorchildcouldreplyshepulledmeandweheadedtothestairs.

Me:Whatsurprise?

Her:You'llsee

Wewalkedupthestairsandshetookoutakeyandopenedthedoorandwewalkedin.O

almostscreamedwhenIsawtheroom

Her:ThisisBandile'snursery

Itwasbeautifulwithblueandgreenwallpapersandacotintheroomandalsoacouchatthe

farendandachairnexttohiscot.Therewerealsodifferentkindsoftoyseverywhere

Me:Youarebyfarthebestsisterintheuniverse.Iloveyou

Ihuggedher

Her:Iloveyoutoosis

.



.

LETHU

Myheadwaspainfulandmythroatwasdry.IopenedmyeyesandIwasinKevin'sroom.Isat

upstraightandlookedoveratKevinontheothersideofthebed.MyvisionwasblurrybutI

couldsee.

Him:Youfainted

ItriedtorememberwhathappenedbutIcouldn't

Me:Idon'tremember

Him:Ithinkit'sbetterifyoudon't

Hestoodup

Him:I'llmakeyousomethingthatwillhelpwiththeheadache

HewalkedoutandIlaidthereinconfusion,theonlythingIrememberisusbeingonadateand

thenwewereonthecaronourwayhereandnowI'minbedwithaheadache.Idon'teven

knowhowwegothereorhowIgotintohisbed,thisissoconfusing

.

.

NIKIWE

"LEAVE,Leavehimbeforeit'stoolate"

Me:Whoareyou?

Iwasinsomewoodsandawomanwithverylongblackhairwasfacingtheotherwayandhe

washoldingwhatlookedlikeabeatingheart.

Her:Ihavecometowarnyoutoleavehim,leavehimbeforeit'stoolate.

Me:Leavewho?Whoareyou?

Ididn'tknowwhereIwasbutitwasdarkandalsoraining

Her:Youcannotforcewhatisnotmeanttobe,youarehisdoomandifyoudon'tleavehim..he

shalldie

Shethrewthebeatingheartonthegroundanditstoppedbeatingandbloodcameoutand

afterawhileitturnedblack.Ifeltthegroundshaking

Me:Whatishappening?



Thewomanstartedgoingaway

Me:Wait,whatdoyoumeanIwillbehisdoom?

Sheignoredmeandwalkedaway

Thegroundstartedcrackingandopeningup.Iranasthegroundwassinkingeverythingin.I

couldn'trunthatfastandthegroanedwasopeningupundermyfeet.Ifeltmyselffallingin

Me:No!!!!!!

WatergotintomynoseandIquicklyopenedmyeyes.IlookedaroundIwasinthebathtub

Me:Itwasonlyadream!

Icouldn'tbelieveIsleptinthebathtub.Igotoutandmyskinwasabitwrinkled,Itookthebody

lotionandapplieditonmybody.Iwentintomyclosetandtookoutsweatpantsandasweater,

Iwasn'tgoinganywhere.

Itiedmyhairupanddecidedtogohavesomesandwich,IwasveryhungryandZweliwas

probablyinthestudy.Iwentdownstairsandtookoutaplateandtwoslicesofbread.Ithen

tookoutacheese,tomato,Iwasjustgoingtomakeasimplesandwich.

Itookoutaglassandpouredjuiceandthat'swhenthedoorbellrang.Ilookedatthedoorin

surprise,wehardlyhavevisitorssowhomightthisbe?

Iwenttothedoorandopened.Aguywearingblackandahatwasstandinginfrontofme

Me:Hellooo

Ihaveneverseenhimbefore

Him:Helloma'amcanIcomein?

Me:Uhmsure..

Ilethiminandhetookoffhishatandlookedaroundandthenbackatme

Me:Uhmwhoareyou?

Him:IgobythenameofT-manandIwouldliketotalktothemanofthishouse

Me:Zweli?Heisbusy..

Him:I'msorrybutthisisimportant,itcan'twait

Ilookedthisman

Me:AlrightI'llcallhim



Him:I'llbewaiting

Istartedwalkingtothestudybutkeptlookingback,thismanwaslookingaroundlikehe

wantedtostealsomething.Igottothestudyandwalkedinandhewassittingthereonhis

laptop

Me:Youworktoomuch

Hechuckled

Him:Pecksofowningcompaniesineverycountryofthiscontinent..

Ishookmyhead

Me:Youshouldn'tworktoomuch,lookI'mabusinesswomanbutIalsogetmyfreetime

Him:There'sadifference,Iownallthecompanieswhichmeansmorework..

Isighed

Me:Someoneislookingforyou

Him:Whoisthat?

Heaskedwithoutlookingatme

Me:HesaidhisnameisT-man

Hiseyesshotupatme

Him:Howthefuckdidhegetinhere?!!!!

HestoodupandwenttothepaintingonthewallandremoveditandIsawsomethinglikea

safe.Hejottedsomenumbersandopenedit.Istumbledbackashetookoutagun

Me:Zweliwhatare..putthatthingaway!

Heignoredmeandcametomewithit

Him:Stayhere,someoneistestingmeforsure!

HewalkedoutbutIfollowedhimtothemainroom.AssoonashesawT-manhetookouthis

gunandpointedathim,T-manalsotoooutagunapointedatZweli.Myheartwaspounding,if

somethinghappensthenbothofthemaredead.

Zweli:As'ringemfwethohowdidyougetpastthesecurity?

T-man:Let'sjustsayIhavemyways

Theypointedtheirgunsateachotherwithoutsayinganythingandtheywerecommunicating



withtheireyes

T-man:Icametowarnyou

Zwelislowlyloweredhisgunandsodidtheyotherguy.

Zweli:Followme

Theywalkedaway.AfterawhileIwenttohisstudytolistenbutitwasquiet.Idon'tknowif

Zweli'sstudywassoundproofoftheywerewhisperingbutIcouldn'thearathing.
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NIKIWE

It'sbeenoveranhourandZweliandhisvisitorwerestillhavingtheirmeeting.Icouldn'theara

thingtheyweresayingsoIguessedthatZweli'sstudyissoundproof.Iendedupmaking

myselfthesandwichandIateitwhilewatchingTV.It'stimeslikethesewhereImissBandile

becausewhenit'sthisboringIwouldonlyhearhisnoiseandhisvoicethatbringsasmileto

myface.IloveBandilelikemyownchild,hebringsmejoyandhopethatonedayZweliwill

confesshisloveforme.Thesilenceinthishousegavemetimetothinkabouteverything

especiallythemysteriousdreamIhad.Thedreamfeltsoreal,itfeltlikeIwasreallyfallingand

I'mscared,I'mreallyscaredatthemessageitleftbutatthesametimeIwasconfused,ifthe

dreamsaysifIdon'tleavehimhewilldiebutIdon'twanttokillhim,Idon't.Evenifhehands

medivorcepapersIwillsignthembecausethatwillbehiswillanditmeanswhatwehadis

finishedsowhatwillhelpifIkillhim?itdoesn'tmakesense,thedreamdoesn'tmakesenseat

all.

IheardfootstepsandvoicesIlookedbackandZweliwalkedintheloungewithT-man.They

stoodabitfarfrommeandshookhands.

Zweli:Nowthatyou'vetoldme,thischangeseverything

T-man:Ihopeyougettoherbeforetheydo

Zweli:Iwon'tletherbeharmed,Igivethattoyou..

Me:Who?

Theylookedatmeanditlookedliketheydidn'tnoticethatIwasintheroom,Zwelilookedlike

hedidn'texpectmetolistenand.

Theylookedateachotherandbackatme



T-man:Ishouldbounceman

Zweli:Sure,thanksforinformingme

T-man:Isavedalife

TheydidtheirhandshakeagainandT-manleft.TherewasabitofsilencebeforeZwelistarted

walkingtohisstudyandIfollowedhim

Me:Areyoufriendswiththatguy?

Hekeptquietforawhile

Him:Kindof

Hegotinaftermeandclosedthedoor

Me:Itdoesn'tlookthatwayconsideringthefactthatyoupointedagunathim,peopledon'tdo

thatto"friends"whocametovisit

Hechuckledandsatdownonhischair

Him:Let'sjustsayweusedtobefriendsuntilhebetrayedme.

Inoddedconfusedly

Me:Areyousometypeofagangster?

Helaughed

Him:What?Whatmakesyouthinkthat?

Me:Youhaveagun..

Heshookhishead

Him:I'mnotagangster

Ikeptquietandjustlookedathim.Helookedatmeandsmiledandafterawhilehelaughed

Me:What?Istheresomethingonmyface?

Hestilllaughedandshookhisface

Him:I'mjustthinkingthat..

Hisphonebeepedandthatmadehimstoptalkingandhelookedatit.

Him:Shoot!

Heswitchedonthephoneandtoreapieceofpaperfromoneofhisbooksonthetableand



wrotesomethingonit.Hethenswitchedonthephoneandputitinthedrawer.Hestoodup

andcametome

Him:Iwantyoutolistentomeverycarefully,donotletanyonein.Setthealarmonandmake

sureyourphoneisswitchedoffanddon'tgetoutuntilIcomebackokay?

Iwasveryconfused,whyishetellingmetodothat

Me:Why

Him:JustdoasIsay..

Me:Buti..

Him:EyyNikiwemarnjustdoasIsaywithoutaskinganyquestions!!

Therewasabitofsilence

Him:I'msorry,justlistentomeanddoasIsayokay?

Islowlynodded

Him:I'llbeback,Ilo...uhm..

Helookedawayandbackatme

Him:Ibetterrun

Hewalkedoutandbreathedout,hisvoicewassofirmandthatkindascaredmealittle.What

isZwelihiding?Isheinsomekindofdanger?Whydoeshehaveagun?whyishegettingvisits

fromaguywholookslikeagangsteroraserialkiller?

Ilookedbackandwalkedtothedrawer.Itookourhisphoneandtriedtoswitchitonbutit

couldn't.OkaynowIamcertainthatZweliishidingsomething,butwhat?

.

.

SIMI

Thepartywasepic!Everythingwasgreatandonpointandeveryonehadfun.Unfortunately

thepartyhadtoendandtheboringpartisthatwehavetocleanupthemessafter.Itwasnow

me,Mbali,Khetiwe,Phumezawhichismyfriendfromhighschoolanda2moregirls.They

werehelpingincleaning.AfterweweredonewithcleaningandallthatitwastimeforMbali

andmyfriendstogohomebecauseIwasveryexhausted.Wegotoutside

Me:Phew!YouhavenoideahowtiredIwas

Ishovedtheblackplasticinthebinoutside



Khetiwe:MinanjeI'meventhirstyforiwhisky

Welaughed

Phumeza:Velewenanebeerniboachuzweunderstand

Wealllaughed,Khetiweclickedhertongue

Her:It'snotlikeyoudon'tdrinkfuthiminaI'mbetterngobaIdon'tgoaroundfucki..

Ipunchedheshoulderandshelookedatme,IshookmyheadbecauseIknewwherethiswas

going.PhumezaandKhetiwehavealwayshatedeachotherIdon'tknowwhy.

Mbali:OookayIwillbeonmywaySimithepartywasepic

Ihuggedher

Me:Allbecauseofyou,thankyou

Her:Itwasnothing

Webrokethehugandshewalkedtothecar

Phumeza:MbalicanIhaveridebandla?

Mbalistoppedandturnedaround

Mbali:Sureyoucancome

Khetiwe:KantiwenaPhumezaunzenganimanjeaw'sakwaziukubuyelaekhaya?(whatdidyou

comewithnowthatyoucan'tgobackhome?)

Phumeza:Aw'ngyekewenasdakwa!

Ilookedawaytryingsohardnottolaughandthesetwo

Khetiwe:Mxmwenaskhekhe(youwhore!)

Me:HaiboKhetiwe!

WealllaughedexceptPhumezawhowhoangrilygotintothecarandtheydroveoff

Me:Thatwasunnecessary

Khetiwe:Ihopenowsheknowsbetterthantoopenherdirtymouthandinsultme

Ishookmyheadandchuckled

Me:Sowhenisyourcabcoming?

Iaskedmytwofriends,LisaandKedibone



Lisa:It'sprobablyonit'swaynow..

Inodded

Khetiwe:MinaI'llbeinside

Me:There'snobeersinside

Shehitmyhead

Her:Yabonamanjeyouarestartingwithme?

Ilaughed

Me:Okaysorry

Sheshookherheadandwalkedinthehouse,Ihopesheisnotstayingoverbecauseasmuch

asIloveherIneedmyownspacefornow

Lisa:Idon'tknowhowyoutwobecamefriends

Ilookedather,Lisaiscolouredandshehasbeenmyfriendssincegrade10butnowthatwe

havebeenawayfromeachotherforsolongwedon'treallyknowwhattosaytoeachother

anymore.AsforKedibonesheisLisa'sfriendssoIreallydon'tknowher

Me:She'snotthatbad

Her:Shedrinkstoomuch,rememberingrade11shecametoclassdrunkandstartedtalking

gibberishwiththeteacheranddisturbingthewholeclass?

Welaughed

Me:HowcanIforget?Istillteaseherwiththat

Her:Shewillneverchange,shekeepslikingbeereachandeveryday.

Me:Youcan'tblameher,it'sallthisfamilydramathatmadehertobelikethis

Her:Butalcoholwon'tsolveanything

Ishrugged

Me:I'vebeentellingherthat

Shesighed

Kedibone:Thecabishere

Welookedatthefarcornerandagreycarmadeit'swaytous.

Lisa:I'llseeyou



Wehugged.TheygotintothecarandIwavedatthemasitdrove.

Theycardisappearedinthehorizonandmyphoneimmediatelyrang.Itookitoutandlooked

atme,itwasaprivatenumber.

ThatwasoddbutIpickedupanyways

Me:Hello?

Therewasnoanswer

Me:Hellooo

OutofnowhereIsawacarmakingit'swaytome.ItwasspeedingandIfoundmyselfrootedin

thespot,ItriedliftingmylegsbutIcouldn't.ThecarwasdirectlycomingmywayIshutmy

eyestightandwaitedforthecartosquashme.

IfeltmyselfbeingpushedandIopenedmyeyes,thecarmadeaquicku-turnandspedaway.

SomeonewaswrappingtheirarmsaroundmywaistandtheyslowlyletgoofmebutIwas

shakingandIfeltdizzy.Ithinkit'sbecauseofthefactthatIwasalmostranoverbyacar.The

personheldmeagainbutIremovedtheirhandsandturnedaround.Iwassurprisedthatitwas

Zweli

Me:Zweli..OhGodIalmost

Ihuggedhimtightly

Him:Shhhit'sokay,you'resafenowit'sokay

It'slikethepersonwhoalmostranovermeknewwhathewasdoingbecausethecarwas

directlymakingit'swaytome.Itwasmoreofahit&run

IwasgladZwelipushedmeoutofthewaybutIhaveonlyonequestion,howdidheknowI

wasindanger?
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SIMI

Iwasstillshakingandverymuchatwhatalmosthappened.Afterawarm,soothinghugwe

walkedinthehouseandZwelitoldmetolockthedoorandIdid

Him:Areyouokay?



HesaidaswewenttothekitchenandInodded.Hepulledmetohimandhuggedme.Hisarms

weresostrongandohmyImissedlayingmyheadonhischestandfeelingthebeatofhis

heartfromunderneaththoseclothes.Imissedhiswarmbreathagainstmyneckandhowhis

eyeswouldlookintomineandonlyourheartswouldcommunicatethewordsoflove.It'sno

secretthatIloveZweli,IlovehimandIdon'tthinkIwilleverlovesomeonethewayIloveZweli.

Hehurtmeyes,healmostkilledmeyesbutthroughitall,throughhisevilnessandcoldheartI

foundthatloveweshareandallitoverweightsallthebadthingshehaddone,insimplewords

IamsayingthatIforgavehimandIwon'tdwellonthepastandallthebadthingsitconsumed.

Hefinallybrokethehug

Him:Youaresafenow

Inodded,Ihadnowordsinme.Iwasstillshakenbywhathappened,itmightsoundlikeI'm

overreactingbutthewaythatcarwasaimingatmeIknewwhoeveritwaswantedmedeadbut

who?Ihavenoenemiesatall.Idon'tevengooutthatmuchsoI'msoconfused.Ihatetothink

thatZweliisbehindthisbecausethiswilltrulyhurtmebutIwasalsodoubtinghim,howwasit

acoincidencethatZwelicamejustasIwasabouttoberunoverbyacar?Didheplanthisso

hecanrescuemeandactlikethesuperherothatrescuedhisex-wife?Ishetryingtolure

himselfintomylifethisway?

IlookedathimandpushedthosethoughtsfarintomyheadandItoldmyselfthatZweliwould

neverdosomethinglikethat,nottome.

Him:EarthtoyouSimi..

IshookmyheadalittleandtriedtoconcentrateonhimbecauseIunintentionallyignoredhim

Me:What?

Heputhishandsinhispockets

Him:Iwasaskingwhatwasgoingonhere?

Ilookedaroundandtherewasafewpoppedballoonsthatweforgottotakeoutandalso

Styrofoamcupsonthefloor.Ipickedthecupsupandthrewtheminthebinnexttothecounter

Me:Iwashavingahousewarmingparty

Him:AndIwasn'tinvited?

Ishookmyheadandsmiled

Me:Itwasgirlsonly..

Helookedaround

Him:Where'sBandile?



Me:Upstairssleeping..

Henoddedagainandtherewassilence.

Me:HowdidyouknowIwasindanger?

Ihadtoaskhim,itwasbuggingmeandIhadtoaskhim.Heputhishandsinhispocketsand

lookeddownandbackathim,whatIcametorealizeaboutZweliisthathelooksdownbefore

heliedorhewouldjustsmileorchuckledbeforehelied

Him:Ididn'tknow

Me:Youarelying

Hewenttoopenthefridgeandhetookoutaglassofjuice

Him:Isthisyourhouse?

Me:Don'tactlikeyoudon'tknowbecauseifyoudidn'tyouwouldn'tbehere

Hesmiledandlookeddownandbackatme,heisgoingtolie

Him:Trustme,Ididn'tknow.IwasonlypassingbywhenIsawyou,Iwantedtosayhito

BandileandwhenIapproachedyouIsawthiscarandpushedyououtoftheway.Doesthat

clarifyeverything?

No!Iwantedtoanswer,dudeknowsI'vebeenwithhimfor5yearsandIknoweverythingabout

himandnowheislyingtome.Eventhoughheislying,askinghimwon'thelpbecausehewill

tellmethesamethingoverandoveragain.

Ishrugged

Me:Okay

Helaughedandtookoutacupandpouredthejuice

Him:Yourtoneofvoiceandbodylanguagetellsmeyoudon'tbelieveme.

Ikeptquiet

Him:Nothankyouforsavinyourlife...mmhIseeyouSimi

IopenedmymouthtosaysomethingbutIquicklykeptquietandKhetiwewalkedinwearing

nothingbuthershortT-shirtrevealingherthighsandherblackunderwear.Shejumpedin

shockwhenshesawZweliandquicklyranout

Welaughed

Zweli:Whowasthat?



Me:ThatwasKhetiwe..

Him:Khetiwe?

Me:Youprobablydon'tknowheroryouforgother

Him:Okay

Welookedateachotherforawhilethankstomytummythatbrokethesilencebygrowlingin

starvation.

Zwelifrowned

Him:Youshouldn'tstartyourselflikethat

Ifrowned

Me:ButIjustate

Him:Wellyourstomachtellsmeotherwise,comewehavetofeedyoursexybody.

TheywayZweliisjustfindingcomfortinmykitchenbathong!

Hewenttothecupboardandtookoutbreadwithcheese

Me:NonoIamnotgoingtoeatthat!

Iwenttohimandputthebreadandcheeseaway.

Him:Whatareyougoingtoeatthen?

Me:Pizza..

Helaughed

Him:DoyouevenhavePizzahere?

Ishruggedmyshouldersandhelaughed

Him:We'llorderyourpizzathen

IwonderforhowlongthisguyisgoingtostayherebecauseIamsotiredit'snotevenfunny.

Yourescuedmenowit'stimeforyoutogotoyourwife!Ithoughttomyself.

.

.

KAGISO



Ichargedathimassoonasheenteredtheroom.Ipunchedhiminhisfaceandwentdownto

hisstomach,hecrouchedinpainandIthrewanotherpunchathimandhefelldown.Ikicked

himonce

Me:Onesimplejob!!Onesimplejobandyoucouldn'tdoit!

Ican'tbelievethatBoogeymancouldn'tdosuchasimplejobwhichisrunningoverSimiand

thenbringherheretome.

Me:Youareuseless,justuseless!!

Him:ThisjobwouldhavebeendoneifZweliwasn'tinthepicture.Hecameoutofnowhereand

pushedSimioutoftheway,Iwasalmostthere..

Me:Almostisnotenough!!!!Zweliisnotmadeoutofsteelsurelyyoucouldhaveranoverboth

ofthem

Hekeptquiet

Me:Youarejustuseless,uselesspieceofshit!

Ican'tbelievethis,Ican'tbelievewehadherrightunderournoseandsheslippedawaylike

that!

IfonlyIwastolddothisonmyownwewouldbetalkingadifferentstorybutnowIcan't

becauseIhavepoliceonmylookout.

.

.

ZWELI

Ilookedoveratherasshechowedherwayintotheinoccentpizza.Shelookedsobeautiful

withherlongnaturalhairtiedupinapontytailandeventhoughshehadnomakeupon,like

shealwaysdoesn't,shewasstillthemostbeautifulgirlI'veeverlaidmyeyeson,noteven

Nikiweisthisbeautiful.

MymindtakesmebacktowhenImether,shewassoinnocentinthatblueuniformwith

braidstiedupinaneatponytailandherschoolbagdanglingfromhershoulder.Ifellinlove

withherforthefirstdayIsawherandIknewthatshewasmeanttobemine.Ifailedher,I

wantedtokillherandthatwastheworstdayofmylifebecauseifitwasn'tforthatdayKagiso

wouldn'thavebeenabletobewithher.IblamemyselfforeverythingandtheonlywayIcould

trytofixthingsistoprotecther,it'snotthateasybutIsilkprotecther.WhatT-mantoldme

wasreallyalarming,I'mlookingatthisloveofmylifewhohasbeenindangerfromthedayshe

wasborn,sheandhersister.T-mantoldmeeverythingwithoutleavinganydetailsoutandI

amgratefulthathetoldme,hewasabletobetrayhisbossandtellmeeverythingandputting

hislifeindanger.



Simiyawnedandlookedatme

Her:CanyougetthenutellaformeI'msotired

IeffortlesslystoodupandwenttogetitforherinthecupboardandthenIgaveittoher.She

didtheunexpectedanddippedthepizzainsidethenutellaandateitwiththejuice.I'mnot

sayingit'sgrossbutI'veneverseensomeonedoingthat,infactSimi'sfavouritefoodusedto

be

pizzawhenshewaspregnantwith

Bandileandshewoulddipitinpeanutbutterinsteadofnutella.Ifrozeforawhileandtriedto

outthingstogether.No,shecan'tbepregnantno!!

IlookedatherandIcouldseethewaysheatethepizzathatthiswasherusualpregnancy

cravings.Ilookedatherfaceand...ohgoodnesssheispregnantnowondersheisgainingso

muchweight.Doessheevenknowthatsheispregnant?AmIevensuresheispregnant

Me:Simi

Her:mmh

shesaidthatwithoutlookingatme

Me:Areyoupregnant?

Thatcameoutunexpectedlyandshefrozeforawhileandhereyespoppedout,shelooked

aroundtheroomandIknewshewasabouttolie.

IhopeitisnotKagiso'sbecauseifitisthenIwilldie,I'mnotsayinghecan'tfallpregnantfor

anotherguybutnotKagisonoplease.AtleastletitbemineGodplease...


