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INTRODUCTION

Therewascompletesilence...

Priest:Dearlybeloved,wearegatheredheretodayinthesightofGod,andinthefaceofthis

company,tojointogetherthisMan,KwaneleButheleziandthisWoman,TholakeleGwala,inholy

Matrimony;whichisanhonourableestate,institutedofGod.Intothisholyestatethesetwo

personspresentcomenowtobejoined.Ifanymancanshowjustcause,whytheymaynot

lawfullybejoinedtogether,lethimnowspeak,orelsehereafterforeverholdtheirpeace.

Thandekaglancedatherdaughterwhowassittingnexttoher.Thandekawasfuming.Every

singlefibreofherbodywaspulsinginanger.Shehadwantedherdaughtertostayawayandnot

comeheretowitnessthisnonsense.Asthepriestaskedifanyonewasagainstthisunion,

Thandekacontemplatedstandingup,goingovertothatpodium,snatchingthemicrophonefrom

thatpriestandthenusingittobangsomesenseintoKwanele.Shewassofuriousathowthings

hadturnedoutoverthepastyearandahalf.Shehadwatchedherveryowndaughtergofrom

beingfirstpriority,tobeingsecondbest...Noneofthiswasputonthetablewhenherdaughter

gotmarriedtoKwanele.Noneofitwasdiscussed...Nowallofasuddentheywereinformed

thatKwanelewasgettingmarriedtosomeoneelse.Howisthatevenpossiblewhenyoualready

haveawifewhowouldkillanddieforyou?Suddenlyasharppainstungherheartasthesad

realisationofherdaughter’sinabilitytoconceivechildren,dawnedonher.OfcourseKwanele

andhisfamilywoulddosuch.Herdaughter,Nolwaziwasunabletoprovidetheonething

Kwaneleandhisfamilydesiredthemost...Children.

Thandekaslowlyreachedforherdaughter’shandandshesqueezeditlightly.

“Ifonlyitwasmewhowasgoingthroughallofthis.Mydaughterdoesnotdeservethis,”she

thought,“Herlovingandinnocentsoulhasdonenothingwrong.Whyisshesufferingfor

somethingshehasnocontrolover?”

ThesethoughtsracedthroughThandeka’smindasthesilenceinthechurchpiercedheraching

heart.



SheglancedatNolwazionceagainandthensighed.

Priest:Irequireandchargeyouboth,asyouwillansweratthedreadfuldayofjudgmentwhen

thesecretsofallheartsshallbedisclosed,thatifeitherofyouknowanybarrier,whyyoumay

notbelawfullyjoinedtogetherinMatrimony,youdonowconfessit.Forbewellassured,thatif

anypersonsarejoinedtogetherotherthanasGod'sWordallows,theirmarriageisnotlawful.

KwaneleandTholakelestaredintoeachother’seyes.Tholakelelookedathermanandallshe

couldfeelwaspurehappiness.Shehadfalleninlovewithhimthesecondtheylaideyeson

eachother.Theirlovestoryissomethingthatsheholdsclosetoherheartandshewasmore

thanreadytobewithhimfortherestofherlife.Thiswashermanandshewasgoingtotake

careofhimineverypossibleway.Shewouldopenupawholenewworldforhim,somethinghis

oldandbitterfirstwifecouldneverdo.Shewaspreparedtoestablishherplaceinhisheartfor

eternity...

Shesaidallthesethingsinhervowsandhermanwouldoccasionallywipehertears.

Kwanelelookedatthisshort,plump,light-skinned,big-eyedgirlthatstoodinfrontofhim.He

stillcouldn’tunderstandhowhemanagedtofallinlovewithher...Nothingaboutherwould

normallyappealtohim.Helovedthemtall,well-built,skinlookinglikeithadbeendippedin

warmchocolate...ThatwasNolwazi...HisoneandonlyNolwazi.Thebeautiful,strongand

independentNolwaziwhoseconfidenceandintelligenceledhimstraighttohisfatherand

uncles,askingthemtogoaskforherhand.Thiswomandrovehiminsaneeverysingletimehe

lookedather.Justhermeretouchwasenoughtosendhimtoanunknownworld.Herstruggles,

herachievementsandherresilienceearnedherhisutmostrespect.Herespectedhersomuch

thatshewouldevengetannoyedbythewayheputheronsuchahighpedestal.

Hequicklyblinkedafewtimesandsnappedoutofit.ThiswasnotaboutNolwazi...Thiswas

aboutTholakele.Thisinnocent,chubby,brighteyedgirlwhowasstandinginfrontofhim.Her

zestforlifecharmedhim.Herabilitytobringoutthechildinhimandnottotakelifesoserious

waswhatmadehersoattractive.Lifeisn’tsupposedtobehecticatalltimes,right?Tholakele

fullyunderstoodthisandshebroughtsunshinetohislife...Muchneededsunshine...She

broughtyouth,anaspectNolwazihadlostoverthepastcoupleofyears.



Theylookedateachotherlovinglyandshooktheirheadwhenthepriestaskedthemiftherewas

anyreasonforthemtonotbeunited.

Thepriestthenclearedhisthroat.

Priest:Kwanele,willyouhavethisWomantobeyourweddedwife,tolivetogetherafterGod's

ordinanceintheholyestateofMatrimony?Willyouloveher,comforther,honour,andkeepher

insicknessandinhealth;and,forsakingallothers,solongasyoubothshalllive?

KwanelestaredatTholakeleandnoddedlightly.

Kwanele:Iwill.

Nolwazi’sheartratewasbeatingsofast,thatshedidnotthinkthatshewouldbeableto

breatheanylonger.Hereshewasseatedasaguestatherlove’sweddingandhearinghimsay

hewillhonouranotherwomanforaslongashelives.

Just4yearsago,itwasher.Shehadlookedintothatman’seyesandshehadgivenherselfto

him.Shehadgivenherhearttohimandshehadtrustedhimwithit.Hepromisedtoalways

prioritisetheneedsofthatheartbeforeanyotherheart.Itwasherheartthathehadfallenfor

andhepromisedherthathewouldkeepitsafefortheremainderoftheirlifetogether...

Butnowitwasbeingreplaced...

Shesatthere,lifeless.Herheartwasnothersanymore.IthadbeenwithKwaneleforsolong

thatshedidnotknowwhattodowithitnowthatitwasbeingthrownbackinherface.Itwas

cold,bitter,hurtanddamaged.Damagedbeyondrepair...Thelovethatoncekeptitalivehad

nowfounditswaytoanotherfresh,youngheart.

Shefelthermothersqueezeherhandandshetookadeepbreathandfocusedonherbreathing.

Shewouldn’thavesurvivedthepastyearandahalfifherrockwasn’tthereatalltimes.She



appreciatedhermotherbecauseshewasabletocarryherthroughthistoughtime.

ThepriestthenclearedhisthroatagainandthenlookedatTholakele.

Priest:Tholakele,willyouhavethisMantobeyourweddedhusband,tolivetogetherafterGod's

ordinanceintheholyestateofMatrimony?Willyoulovehim,comforthim,honour,andkeephim

insicknessandinhealth;and,forsakingallothers,solongasyoubothshalllive?

Tholakelesmiledbrightly,withtearsinhereyesandnoddedexcitedly.

Tholakele:Yes.YesIwill.

Theyheldhandsandhadtorepeatafterthepriest.

Kwanele:I,Kwanele,takeyouTholakele,tobemyweddedWife,tohaveandtoholdfromthis

dayforward,forbetterorforworse,forricherorforpoorer,insicknessandinhealth,toloveand

tocherish,tilldeathusdopart,accordingtoGod'sholyordinance.

Nolwazifeltasharppainrushthroughherchest.Shetookanotherdeepbreath...

Mam’Buthelezismiledwidelyasshewatchedhersonstandthere...Allshecouldseeatthis

pointwere3littleKwanelesrunningaroundthehouse...Hehadhitajackpotwiththisyoung,

freshandbeautifulgirl.Theyhadabrightfuture!Sheglancedtothesideandsawherdaughter

inlaw,Nolwazisittingthere.AnysanepersoncouldtellthatNolwaziwasnotwell.

“Shewillgetoveritoneday”,shethought.“Whatelsewouldmysondo?Sifunaabazukuluthina

andthisoldoneisincapableofdoingthejob.It’sbeen4yearskodwathere’snochild?Haibo

singafaphela”

ShesatthereandwatchedhappilyasTholakelespoke.



Tholakele:I,Tholakele,takeyou,Kwanele,tomyweddedHusband,tohaveandtoholdfromthis

dayforward,forbetterorforworse,forricherorforpoorer,insicknessandinhealth,toloveand

tocherish,tilldeathusdopart,accordingtoGod'sholyordinance.

Theringswerepresented.

Priest:WiththisRingIwedthee,intheNameoftheFather,andoftheSon,andoftheHoly

Ghost.Amen.

ThepriestthentookTholakele’sring.

Priest:Bless,OLord,thisRing,thathewhogivesitandshewhowearsitmayabideinpeace,

andcontinueintheyfavour,untotheirlife'send;throughJesusChristourLord.Amen.

KwanelethentooktheringandsliditinTholakele’sfourthfinger.

Nolwazifeltanothersharppain.

Thandekasqueezedherdaughter’shandgently.Shewastryingsohardtotransfersomeofher

strengthtoher...Herpoordaughterwasnotgiventhislavishwedding4yearsago.Allofthis

wasjustwrong.Thisyoung,fatkidcamehereoutofnowhere,criedaboutwantingawhite

weddingandeveryonejumpedandcateredtoherchildishneeds.Thandekawassurethateven

theancestorswereangry.Allofthiswasjustwrong.Theydidn’tevenbothertofollowthe

correctprocedure.Theyweremockingherpreciousdaughter.Theyweremockingthechurch.

Theyweremockingtheprincipleofmarriage.

Thandekasatthere,tryingnottoburst.

ThepriestthentookKwanele’sring.



Priest:Bless,OLord,thisRing,thatshewhogivesitandhewhowearsitmayabideinpeace,

andcontinueintheyfavour,untotheirlife'send;throughJesusChristourLord.Amen.

TholakeletooktheringandsliditinKwanele’sfourthfinger.

Nolwazifeltyetanothersharppainrushthroughherchest.

Priest:OhEternalGod,CreatorandPreserverofallmankind,Giverofallspiritualgrace,the

Authorofeverlastinglife;Sendyourblessingupontheseservants,thisManandthisWoman,

whomweblessinyourName.Thatthey,livingfaithfullytogether,maysurelyperformandkeep

thevowandcovenanttheymade.Theseringsarereceivedasatokenandpledge.Maytheyever

remaininperfectloveandpeacetogether,andliveaccordingtoyourlaws;throughJesusChrist

ourLord.Amen.

Everyonemuttered“Amen.”

Priest:OhGod,lookmercifullyupontheseservants,thattheymaylove,honour,andcherish

eachother,andsolivetogetherinfaithfulnessandpatience,inwisdomandtruegodliness,that

theirhomemaybeahavenofblessingandofpeace;throughthesameJesusChristourLord,

wholivesandreignswithyouandtheHolySpiritever,oneGod,worldwithoutend.Amen.

Thepriestthenjoinedtheirhands.

Priest:Those,whomGodhasjoinedtogether,letnomanputapart.

ThepriestthenlookedatKwaneleandTholakele.

Priest:MayGodtheFather,GodtheSon,GodtheHolyGhost,bless,preserve,andkeepyou.May

theLordmercifullywithhisfavour,lookuponyou,andfillyouwithallspiritualblessingand

grace;thatyoumaysolivetogetherinthislife,thatintheworldtocomeyoumayhavelife



everlasting.Amen.

KwaneleandTholakelemuttered“Amen.”

Thepriestthenlookedateveryone.

Priest:ForasmuchasKwaneleandTholakelehaveconsentedtogetherinholywedlock,and

havewitnessedthesamebeforeGodandthiscompany,andtheretohavegivenandpledged

theirtroth,eachtotheother,andhavedeclaredthesamebygivingandreceivingaRing,andby

joininghands;IpronouncethattheyareManandWife,MrandMrsButhelezi,intheNameofthe

Father,andoftheSon,andoftheHolyGhost.Amen.

EveryonemurmuredexcitedlyandthepriestlookedatKwanele.

Priest:Youmaykissthebride.

Kwanelelookeddownathisbrideasshebeamedwithjoy.Hepulledherclosertohimsothey

couldbepressedagainsteachotherandsoonenough,theirlipslocked.

Nolwazi’sheartratesprungupandbeforesheknewit,shehadzonedout.
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Thandeka:Baby...

Thandekasqueezedherdaughter’shandlightly.

Thandeka:Lwazivukababy.



Nolwaziblinkedacoupleoftimesandhermothertouchedherfaceandcaressedhercheek

lovingly.

Thandeka:Thereyougo.Let’strytositup.

Sheheldherdaughterandhelpedherrepositionsoshecouldsitupandbalanceherbackonthe

headboard.OnceshehadrepositionedproperlyshemadeNolwazidrinkwater.

Nolwazi:Isitover?

Thandeka:Thewedding?

NolwazinoddedlightlyandbeforeThandekacouldreply,thebedroomdoorswungopenandin

walkedKwanele.HerushedtothebedandstaredatNolwazi.

Thandeka:NgicelauphumalanaKwanele.

Kwaneleturnedtolookathismother-in-lawintently.Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhen

Nolwazireachedforhisarmandthatcaughthisattention.HefocusedonNolwaziagainand

thensatdownontheedgeofthebed.

Nolwazi:NeleI’msorry.

Kwanele:Whyareyouapologising?

Nolwazisighedandfiddledwithherhands.



Kwanele:Itwaswrongofmetoexpectyoutobethere...I’mtheonewho’ssorryLwazi.

Hereachedforherfaceandmadeherfacehim.

Nolwazismiledlightly.

Nolwazi:Ilikeyourtuxedo.

Kwanelechuckledlightlyandleanedclosertokissherforehead.

Him:Ofcourseyoudo.

Theystaredateachother,andasalways,theygotlostineachother’seyes...Forthatmoment,

Nolwazi’sbodyrelaxedandsherelishedinherhusband’spresence.Thelovewasthere,there

wasnodenyingit.Evenastrangerwouldbehesitantaboutinterruptingthismoment.

Thandekalookedatthesetwoandherinsideschurned.Sheknewtheirlovebindedthembut

shejustcouldn’tshakeofftheangertowardsKwanele.Whydidhehavetoruinthingswithhis

selfishness?

Sheclearedherthroat,hopingtostoptheintenseconnection,butnothinghappened.

Kwanelelookedathiswifeandhisheartachedashesawthesadnessinhereyes.Hewas

responsibleforhernowlookingsofrailandfragile.Thestrongandconfidentwomanheloves

nowlookedlikeanunfamiliarpersonwhowantedtohidebehindsomeshell...Hehadcaused

thisandhisheartachedforher.

Nolwazicouldfeelherhusband’sloveforher.Therewasnodoubtthathelovedher...Forthat

momentsheallowedherselftorelaxandjustbeateaseinhispresence.Shesmiledasshefelt

hishandstrokehercheek.



Kwanele:Thereitis.

SeeinghersmilemadeitabetterforKwanele.Itmadeitatadbiteasieranditeasedtheguilt...

ThandekaclearedherthroatevenlouderandbothKwaneleandNolwazisnappedoutofitand

theylookedather.

Thandeka:HambaKwanele.I’msureyourpeoplearelookingforyou.Nolwazishouldbethe

leastofyourworries.

Nolwazi:Mama...

Sheunderstoodthathermotherwasangrybutshedidn’twantherangertoruleher.Shewas

alsomadatKwanelebutattheendoftheday,thismanhadherheartandshedidn’twanther

mothertobetoohardonhim.

Thandeka:HambaKwanele.

Kwanelesighedheavilyashelookedathismother-in-law.Ayearandahalfagoonewould

swearthatthiswomanhadgivenbirthtoKwanele.Theloveshehadforhimwasimmeasurable.

TheyweresoclosethatevenNolwaziwouldgetannoyedattheirinseparability.Fastforwarda

yearandhalflater,shecouldn’tevenlookathimformorethan5seconds.Thehatredandanger

radiatedoutofherandithurthimdeeplythatagoodrelationshiphadlostitscause...

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightly,tryingtogetridofhisthoughts.HethenfocusedonNolwazi

againandhesmiledlovingly.

Kwanele:Ngiyakuthandayezwa?



Nolwazinodded.

Hethenleanedclosertoherandshecollapsedinhisarmsasheheldhertightly.Hehidhis

headinherhairandbreathedinherscent.Awarmrushoflovefilledhisbodyandhesighed.

Him:IloveyousomuchLwazi.

Nolwazialsotookinhisscentandshetriedholdingbackhertearsassherealisedthat

someoneelsewasnowpartofthisembracethatshetreasuredsomuch.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutoo.

Hervoicewasbarelyaudiblebecauseshewastryingnottoburstoutintears.

Nolwazi:Youhavetogonow.

Kwanelegaveheronelastsqueezebeforefinallylettinggoofher.Hewantedtogiveherkiss

buthadtostophimself.Hecouldn’thelpbutfeelthatwouldbedisrespectfultowardsNolwazi...

Howeverhegaveherapeckonthecheekandthenstoodup.

Nolwazithenrepositionedandsankinthebed,facingtheotherdirection.Shesankinthecovers

andclosedhereyesasthetearsburntherface.

Kwaneletookonelastglanceathismother-in-lawwhowaswipingherowntears.Inthat

momentheallowedhimselftodrowninhisguiltandregret.Hehadbroughtsomuchhurtto

thesepeople...

Hesighedheavilyandthenbeganwalkingtowardsthedoor.



Thandeka:Youdon’tdothistopeopleyoulove.Youjustdon’t...

Shejusthadtopushhimdeeperintohispoolofregret.Hecontinuedtowalktowardsthedoor

andbeforeheopenedit,tookadeepbreathandthenexhaled,tryingtoletgooftheanxietythat

hadkickedin.Heopenedthedoor,walkedoutandthenclosedit.

AshewalkeddownstairsandexitedNolwazi’shouse,shebumpedintohermother,Thenjiwe,

whomtheygrewupcallingTiti.Shewasabigwomanwhosestepshooktheground.People

knewbetterthantomesswithherfamily.Shewastheunmovablepillarthatconnected

everyoneinthefamilytogether.

Titi:Kantiyiniinkingayakhowena?TodayisTholi’sday!Whywouldyougoandcaterto

someoneelse’sneedswhenthebrideofthedayistheonewhoshouldbethecentreofyour

attention?

Titilookedathissonindisappointment.

Titi:IfullyunderstandthatLwaziisnotokaykodwawealltoldhernottocomeangithi?Of

courseseeingyourhusbandmarryinganotherpersonisnotanidealsituationkodwautsheliwe

ukuthimakahlalelaandnotbeinvolved.WemetherhalfwaymaanKwanelesoitangersmeto

seehersuddenlymakingthisabouther!

Kwanele:Mama-

Titi:Goandcheckonyourwife.Sheiscryingherlungsoutnowbecauseitlookslikesheisthe

badperson.

Kwanele:Whereisshe?

Titi:Yoursister’shouse.



Kwanelenoddedlightly.

Titi:I’llbeinthemainhouse.Theguestsareallwaitingthereandyoutwoneedtoshowupfast

beforetheystarttalking!

Kwanele:Okay.

Titi:Handleyourbusinessboy.Nooneforcedyoutodoanyofthis.Youmadeyourbedsoyou

betterlayinitandstopbeingasheepaboutit.

Sheshookherheaddisapprovinglyandthenwalkedawaytohercar.Kwanelefollowed,gotin

hiscaranddroveofftohissister’shouse...

INSERT3

Kwanelefinallygottohissister’shouse.Ashesatinthecar,hetookadeepbreathandthen

slummedoverhissteeringwheel.Hedidn’tthinkitwouldbethishard...SeeingNolwazimade

himabitmoreinsecureaboutthisdecision.Thehurtinbothherandhermother’seyeswas

unexplainable-itjustbroughtdownhisspirits.

Helooseneduphistieandthengotoutofthecar.Hemadehiswaytothedoorandthenwalked

in.Heheardhissister’svoicecomingfromtheloungeandheslowlymadehiswaythere,

preparinghimselfmentallyforwhathewasabouttoendure.

Whenhegottothelounge,Tholiwaslayingfaceuponthelongcouch.Hissisterwaskneeling

nexttoher,caressingherfaceandwhisperingtoher-comfortingher.

KwanelestoodthereinsilenceandwatchedashisbrideheldontoLindi’shand,sobbingquietly.

Lindi:Shh...Youalreadyhaveapuffyface,let’snotmakeitworse.



LindicontinuedtostrokeTholi’sbeautifulchubbyface.

KwaneleclearedhisthroatandbothLindiandTholilookedup.

Outofnowehere,Tholi’ssobsturnedlouderandtheybecameuncontrollable.Seeingher

husbandbroughtbackthehurt100timesharder.Herchestwasonfirefromallthehurt,anger

andsenseofrejection.

Lindi:Heyhey...

Tholicouldn’thearanyofit.Sheshuthereyestightlyandcrieduncontrollably.Kwanelerushed

tothecouchandLindimovedsohecouldkneelinfrontofher.Kwanelereachedforherface.

Kwanele:Babypleasestop.

Inthatmoment,heforgotabouteveryotherthingthatwastakingplace.Hismainconcernwas

gettingTholitoacalmandstableplace.Hewipedhertearsandcontinuedtoholdherfaceas

shesquealedpainfully.

Kwanele:Tholakelengiyacelabandla.

AsTholishuthereyes,shesawKwaneleleavingherstrandedatthealtar,andrushingoffto

whereNolwaziwas.ShesawhowhepushedeveryonewhowassurroundingNolwaziandthen

kneltdowntocheckifshewasokay.Tholihadbeenlefttherelikesomeirrelevantthing.She

hadbeenleftjustaftershewasdeclaredhiswife.Ithadn’tevenbeen2minutesshewasMrs

Buthelezibutshewasalreadybeingleftliketheirrelevantsecondwifethatsheis?Howwasshe

goingtolivelikethis?WouldherneedsbeprioritisedonlyAFTERTheGreatNolwazi’sneeds?

Shecriedsomemorewhenallthesethoughtsfloodedherfragilemind.



Kwanele:Tholiplease...

Tholi:Ica-ca-can’t!

ShecriedsomemorewhensherememberedhowKwanelecarriedNolwazioutofthechurch

andlefthertherewithoutanyacknowledgement.

Tholi:Youdo-d-

Kwanele:Shhh.

Hepulledhertothegroundsoshecouldrestherheadonhischest.Theysatonthefloorand

Kwaneleheldhertightly,tryingtomakeherfeelbetter.Tholiburiedherheadinhischestand

startedshakinglightly.

Kwanele:NgicelawehliseumoyaTholi,please.

Tholi:Y-youa-

Kwanele:Shhh...Takeadeepbreathangel.

Tholishookherheadangrily.Shewashurt.Shefeltinadequateandshehadn’tevenbeenMrs

Butheleziforoneday.

JustthenLindiwalkedovertothem.

Lindi:Amanzi.



Kwanelelookedathissisterandnodded.Lindithenkneelednexttothemandthentriedto

gatherthebigweddingdressthathadalsofilledupthespace.

TheysatthereandlistenedtoTholi’sdistressfulsobs.

Afteraverylongtimetherewasfinallysilence.Tholiwentdeadquietandshedidn’tmove.Her

headwasstillburiedinherhusband’schest.Shejustcouldn’tcryanymore.Herheadwas

poundinghardandherchestwaslockedup,whichmadeithardtobreathe.Shefocusedon

shuttingouttheimageofKwanelerunningoffandleavingherthere...

Shethenfocusedonherbreathing...In...Out...In...Out...Shecontinuedtofocusonthisprocess

untilherchestslowlybegantoopenup.Herhusband’sscentfilledherandshefeltherhead

buzz-itwassuchacripplingfeeling.Shelovedhimsomuchbutnowtheroadlookeddaunting...

Atfirstshewasconvincedthatshewouldbeabletohandleeverythinglikethepositive,bubbly

andstrongpersonsheis.Shethoughtshewouldhandleitwellbutnow?Thingslookedrather

dim.

Kwanele:Baby?

Tholikeptquiet.Wordsfailedher.

Kwanelerepositionedandthenheldherface.Shelookedtothesidejustsoshewouldn’thave

tolookathim.

Kwanele:Youcan’tevenlookatme?

Sheshookherheadinnocently.

Kwanele:Doyouhatemethatmuch?



Shequicklylookedathim.

Hate?Therewasnoroomforhateinherheart.Sureshewashurt,angryandallthoseother

emotionsbuthate?Shecouldneverbringherselftothatpoint,evenforherworstenemy.She

definitelydidn’tlikethatNolwaziwoman,buthate?Neverthat.

Kwanele:Youhatemethatmuchbaby?

Tholishookherhead.

Kwanele:Youdon’thateme?

Shelookedhimintheeyeandrealisedthatshedidn’tdoubtthisman’sloveforher.Hiseyes

werefilledwithsomuchlovethatshefeltabitfoolishforbeingsodramatic.

Hegentlywipedherfacewithhistieandtheycontinuedtostareateachother.

Tholi:Don’tlookatme.

Shethoughtshelookeduglyafterallthecrying.Herfacewasbloodshotred.Herlightskinwas

flushed.

Kwanele:Don’ttellmewhattodo.

Sheblushedthroughthetearsandtheycontinuedtostareateachother.

Lindilookedattheminconfusionandamazement.



KwaneleandLindihavealwaysbeeninseparable.Kwanelewas3yearsolderthanherbutone

wouldswearthattheyaretwins.Theyunderstoodeachotheranddidn’tevenhaveto

communicateverballytogetamessageacross.Theirbondwasdeepandtheyrespectedother

abundantly.

Lindilookedatthesetwoandshedidn’tknowhowtofeel...SheandNolwazihaddeveloped

suchagoodsisterhoodovertheyearsthatshefeltconflictedwhenshebegandevelopinglove

forthisTholakelegirl.Shewasayoung,vibrantgirlwhobroughtsomuchpositivitywithher.

Onecouldn’thateher,itwasimpossible.Atfirstshewasmadatherbrotherforbringingthis

chubbygirlhere.Shewasmadforevenadmittingthathehadfalleninlovewithsomeonewho

wasnotNolwazi.Shehatedthischubbygirlbeforesheevenmether...Butallthathatredand

bitternessquicklyturnedintolovewhenshegottoknowher...Sheunderstoodwhyandhowher

brothercouldfallforher.TheonlyproblemwasNolwazi.Sweet,strong,supportive,loving,

forgiving,Nolwazi.Shewastheonlypersonwholostinthissituation.Lindiknewshehadto

eventuallygoandfaceherbutshewasbeyondscared.Nolwazi’smotherhadmadeitclearthat

shewantednothingtodowiththeButhelezisanymore.

Shequicklyshookherheadandfocusedonthesetwoagain.

Herheartwentontoherbrother.Sheknewthathelovedboththesewomen...Helovedthem

bothequally...butnotthesame.Yes,itwasdifficulttounderstandbutafterseeingbothendsof

thestick,Lindifullyunderstood...Shejustcouldn’thelpbutfeellikeshewasbetrayinghergood

friendandsister,Nolwazi..

INSERT4(Didn’tgettoeditsoexcuseanyerrors)

LindifinishedupfixingTholi’smakeup.

Tholi:NgiyabongaSis’Lindiwe.

Lindiwe:I’mnotthatoldyouknow?

Tholigiggledshyly.



Lindiwe:WellinyourcaseIambutkeangifuniukubizwangosisi,okay?

Tholi:Okay.

Lindi:Nowgotoyourhusband,he’sworriedsickaboutyou.

Tholisighedheavily.

Lindi:Don’toverthinkit.

Tholinoddedlightlyandthenmadeherwaydownstairs.Assheapproachedthebararea,she

sawKwanelesittingononeofthehighstools,havingaglassofbrandy.Hewasobviouslydeep

inthoughtbecausehedidn’thearherwalktowardshim.

Tholi:Pleasedon’t.

Kwanelesnappedoutofitandglancedathiswife.

Heputdowntheglassofbrandyandopeneduphisarmssohiswifecouldnuzzleinhis

embrace.Shewalkedrightintheembraceandheldhimaswell.

Tholi:I’msorry.

Herchildishvoicemadehimsmileslightly.

Kwanele:Ungaxolisi,youdidnothingwrong.



Tholisqueezedhimandthenkissedhischeek...

Kwanele:Howarefeelingnow?

Tholi:I’mokaybaby.

Henoddedlightlyandthenlookedather.

Kwanele:Wehavetogo.

Tholismiledwarmlyandnodded.

Tholi:Okay.

Theirfacestouchedandsheplacedherlipsonhis.Sheslowlypartedhislipswiththetipofher

tongueandtheygentlykissed.

Lindi:Haiboakuhanjwei!

Theystoppedkissingandthenletgoofeachother.Kwanelestoodupandtheywalkedoutof

thehousehandinhandwithLindifollowingthem.Theymadetheirwaytothecars.

Lindi:I’llfollowyou.

Kwanelenoddedastheygotinthecar.



***

TheyardwasfilledwithsomanypeoplethatKwanelefelthisanxietycreepuponhim.Onlyhis

motherwouldturnthisweddingintoabigdeal.

SuddenlyhefeltTholi’shandontopofhisandhelookedather.Shesmiledunderstandinglyand

thenleanedcloserandkissedhim.

Tholi:Iloveyou.

Hesmiledbackandkissedher.

Kwanele:Iloveyoutooangel.

Theybothtookdeepbreathsandassoonastheyopenedthecardoors,thenoise,musicand

vibewelcomedthem.TheygotoutofthecarandbeforetheycouldwaitforLindiwe,theywere

alreadybeingdraggedinsidebypeople,ululatingandcheering.Peopleweresohappyand

blissful.

***

Thandeka:Nolwazivuka.

Nolwazilazilysatupandlookedathermotherwhowaspacking.

Nolwazi:Mamawenzani?

Thandeka:Siyahamba.



Nolwazi:Siyaphi?

Shequicklygotoutofbedandwalkedtohermother.

Nolwazi:Mamangicelawehliseumoyabandla.

Thandekastoppedpackingandlookedatherdaughterforasecond.

Thandeka:BabyIamascalmastheycome!

Nolwazi:Manjewhyu-pack-a?

Thandeka:We’regoinghome.

ThandekathencontinuedtopackandNolwazistoppedher.

Nolwazi:Mamano,pleasecalmdown.

Thandeka:I’vetoleratedtheirbullshitfortoolong.

Nolwazigaspedinshock.Hermotherwasnotonetousesuchlanguage...Thiswholesituation

hadreallymadeheractofoutcharacterandNolwazididn’tlikethis.

Shetookadeepbreath.



Nolwazi:Okay.

Thandekaquicklylookedupatherdaughterindisbelief.Shethoughtshewouldgiveheratough

timeaboutit.Shesmiledthankfullyandthencontinuedtopack.

Nolwazi:Ithingigezeke.

Thandeka:Okaybaby.

Thandekasighed,feelingsorelievedthattheywerefinallygoingtoleavethisfamily.Herone

andonlyjobwastoprotectherdaughterandshewoulddiedoingexactlythat.

Nolwaziwalkedtothebathroomandshebeganwashingherface.Shereminiscedaboutallthe

thingsthattookplaceinthatbathroomandcouldn’thelpbutchucklelightly.Shealwaysknew

howtosatisfythatman...Nowshewasbeingtossedtothesidelikeshewasnothing.

Shegotintheshowerandlostherselfinthehotwater.

Thandekawalkedinthebathroom.

Thandeka:Baby!

Nolwazi:Ma?

Thandeka:Finishupphelatheflightwillleavesoon.

Nolwaziwalkedoutoftheshowerandhermotherhandedherthetowelandshebegandrying

herself.



Nolwazi:Whatflight?Whenexactlywasitbooked?

Thandeka:Youasktoomanyquestions.

Nolwazismiledlightlyandshookherhead.Sherealisedthatshehadnochoicebuttogoalong.

Shethenwalkedoutofthebathroomandintothebedroomwhereshebeganlotioningherself.

Justthenherphonerangandshegotitandcheckedthecallerid.

Nolwazi:ULindiwe.

Thandeka:Angiyifunikabileyonyoka.

Nolwaziwantedtoanswerthecallbutsheknewitwouldangerhermothersosheletitringtillit

stopped.

Thandeka:Shesmiledinyourfacewhilesheknewthatherbrotherwasbusyontheside.These

peoplearealltwisted.

Nolwazisighedanddidn’trespond.

Thandeka:Areyoureadybaby?

Nolwazisighedasshefinishedupgettingdressed.

Thandeka:ThisisnotagoodenvironmentforyouLwazi.Thesepeopledonotdeserveevena

littlepieceofyou...



Nolwazi:Thishasbeenmylifefor4yearsnowkodwamama.

Thandeka:Yourfairytalehascometoanend,sadly.

Nolwazikeptquietandthenwalkedoutofthebedroom.Shewalkedaroundthehouse,

reminiscingonherlife...Shedidn’twanttoleave.Yes,shewashurtandangry,butshetookher

vowstooseriouslyandshefeltitwouldbeaninsulttoGodtojustupandleave.

Afterawhilehermothercamedownwithasuitcase.

Thandeka:Kunconongobauyazisebenzelamntanam.Youhaveyourowndegreesandyouare

notstickingaroundherebecauseyou’redependentonaman.Whenwegethomewewilldevise

aplanofwhatwillhappennextinyourlife.YoudeservesomuchmoreLwazi.

Nolwazijustnoddedabsent-mindedly.Hermotherwassofocusedongettingheroutofhere

thatshewasnotconcernedaboutanythingelse.Shewenttofetchafewessentialsandthen

theywalkedoutofthehouse.

Astheywereputtingthebagsinthecar,Nolwazi’sphonerangandwhenshecheckedthecaller

id,itwasLindiweagain.Sheputthephoneonsilentandtheyfinishedputtingeverythinginthe

car.Theygotinanddroveout.

Everythingwashappeningtoofast.

Thandeka:Hewon’tevennoticethatyouarenothere.He’llbespendinghisnightthrustinginto

thatfatpig.

Nolwazi:Mama.



Thandeka:Bullshit.

Nolwazikeptquiet.Sheknewshehadtotakehermotherawayfromthissituationbecauseit

couldleadtoherdeath.Herangerwasjusttoomuchtobear.

***

Lindiwepacedaroundandherheartsank.Sheknewthingswouldneverbethesamewith

Nolwazi.

Shesawhermotherwalktoher.Thebigwomanwasclearlyhappy...Titifinallygottoher

daughter.

Titi:Howcanyounotcelebrate?It’saweddingforheaven’ssake!

Lindiwe:Mxm.

Titi:Hehe!Ilovehowmychildrenmakedecisionsandthenturnaroundandactlikelittlefools

whenit’stimetofacethemusic.

Lindiwekeptquiet.

Titiwalkedovertootherpeopleanddancedhappilyatadistance.

LindiwetriedcallingNolwaziagainbutittookherstraighttovoicemail.

INSERT5(Didn’tgettoeditsoexcuseanymistakes)



KwanelesatontheedgeofthebedandwatchedasTholiwalkedovertothecloset,holdingon

tightlytohertowel.Hecouldn’thelpbutchuckleatherasshefidgetedaround.

Tholiwasanervouswreck.Nomanhadseenhernakedandnowshedidn’tknowwhattodo

withherselfasshewalkedtothecloset.

“Ishouldhavetakenmynightdresswithmetothebathroom,”shethought.“NowIhaveto

lotionmyselfinfrontofhimandIhavenoideahowhewillfeelaboutseeingmybodyforthe

firsttime.”

Kwanele:Tholakelewozala.

Tholisaidalittleprayerinherhead.

Kwanele:Uzenaleyolotion.

Tholibitherlipnervouslyandfeltherpalmsgettingwetfrombeingsonervous.Shehesitantly

tookherlotionandslowlywalkedtoaverycool-lookingKwanele.Hehadasmirkonhisface

andthatmadeherevenmorenervous.Shefinallygothimandheopeneduphislegs,clearly

indicatingthatsheshouldwalkcloserandstandbetweenthem.Sheletoutatightsighwhen

Kwaneleputuphishand,askingforthelotion.

Kwaneletriednottolaughbecauseheknewitwouldmakeherfeelevenmoreuncomfortable.

Shewassocutewhennervous.Thiswasthefirsttimetheyweretogetherlikethis,ifhehad

everdoubtedherinnocence,nowitwasconfirmed.Shelookedsoscaredandhedidn’tknow

howhewouldapproachthesituation.

HethoughtbacktoyearsagowhenhewasinthisverysamepositionwithNolwazi...

Nolwazi:Nele,nomanhasevertouchedme...Doyouknowhowprivilegedyouarerightnow?



KwanelelookedatNolwaziasshestoodtherewithhernakedself.Ifthere’sonethingthis

womanradiated,ithadtobeconfidence.Shehadsuchahumbleanddowntoearthpersonality

buttherewouldbethoserandommomentswhenshewouldremindpeoplethatshewas

actuallyaforcetoreckonwith.ThosemomentswouldthrowKwaneleoffandLwaziwould

alwayslaughathowshakenhewouldlook.Butthensecondslatershewouldgobacktobeing

thatquiet,sweetlittleangel...Nolwazi’scomplexityamazedhim.Everydayhelearntsomething

newabouthisladyandthemysterykepthimupatalltimes,literally...

Kwanele:SoIshouldbehonouredthatIamtheoneandONLYmanthatgetstoexplorethat

sexybodyofyours?

NolwazigiggledshylyandKwanelescratchedhishead.Justnowthiswomanhadanattitude

andwastalkingaboutbeingprivilegedbutnowshewassmilingandgigglingshylyand

innocently.TheconfusionexcitedKwanele.Thisonewasapuzzle...Constantreadjusting...

Kwanele:Asikesiboneukuthiungiphathelenike.

HepulledNolwaziclosetohimandwrappedhisarmsaroundthatbodyofhers.

Kwanele:Lezinqazakhongathizizobayinkinga.

Nolwazihidherfaceinhisneckandgiggled.

KwanelerubbedthatbuttandspankeditoutofnowhereandNolwazisquealedinshock.

Nolwazi:Ngizotshelaumamami.

Kwanele:Aveumthandaunyoko.

Nolwazi:OfcourseIdo.



Kwanele:WillyoutellheraboutallthethingsI’mgoingtodotoyoutonight?

Nolwazislowlyremovedherfacefromhisneckandthenstaredathimamusingly.

Nolwazi:Ifinditcutethatyouthinkyou’llbetheonedoingthingstonight.

Kwaneleraisedaneyebrow.There’sthatrandomactofconfidenceagain.Damnrollercoaster.

NolwazismiledslylyandbeforeKwanelecouldrespond,herlipswerealreadyonhisandshe

wrappedherarmsaroundhisneck.Theyhadn’tevendoneanythingbutjustthethoughtofwhat

theywouldbedoingwasenoughtomakinghimhardandhot.

Nolwaziblinkedacoupleoftimesandsmiled.

Kwanele:Alifetimeofthis?

Nolwazi:AlifetimeNele...Howamazing?

Kwanele:Fuckingamazing.

Nolwazi:Speakingoffucking.

Kwanele:Heynow!

Nolwazigiggledasheloweredhisarmsandsoon,wascarryinghertothebed...



Kwanele:Shit.

Justthenhesnappedoutofit.Heliterallyshookhisheadacoupleoftimestoerasethe

thoughts.

Tholigrabbedhertowelwhichwasonthegroundandranbacktothebathroomandlockedthe

door.

Kwanele:Fuck.

Hestoodupandwalkedovertothebathroomdoor.Hetriedopeningitbutitwaslocked.

Kwanele:Baby?

Heknockedlightlyandtherewassilence.

Heknockedagainbuttherewasnoanswer.

Kwanele:Babykwenzenjani?Ngicelauphumebandla.

Hefeltlikepunchinghimself.

Tholakelesatonthetoiletseatandgrabbedafaceclothandstuffeditinhermouthsohersobs

wouldn’tbeaudible.

Sheignoredtheknocksandstifledthegrowingsobs.



Washerbodyreallythathorrible?ShehadstoodthereandKwaneleliterallyzonedoutandpaid

noattentiontoher.Therewereevenmomentswhenhelookedlikehewasshockedor

disgusted.Shedidn’tknow.Shewasconfused.KwanelehadneverbeenINTIMATEwithher-this

wasthefirsttimeshewasnakedinfrontofanyman.Nowshefinallygottobenakedinfrontof

herhusbandandinsteadofrelishinginthemoment,hezonedoutandseemeddisgusted!

Shecouldn’tholdbacktheuglycriesanymore.Shesatthereandletitallout.

Kwanelegaveuptryingandwalkedbacktothebedandsatontheedge.

“WhatthefuckhaveIputmyselfinto?”hethought.

Hehithisheadroughlyacoupleoftimesandstifledanangryyell.

Whatthefuckwashedoingherewhentheonlypersonwhohadhisheartwasadistanceaway,

probablytossingandturninginhurt?

Kwanele:BloodyThenjiwe.

Hecontinuedtocussathismotherashethoughtbacktohowitallbegan.

Kwanele:No.

Helookedstraightintohismother’seyes.

Kwanele:No.

Titilaughedloudlyandevensmackedherthigh.



Titi:Youthinkyouhaveachoice?

Thewomancontinuedtolaughloudly.

Kwanelelookedathisfatherforsomeassurancebuthisfathershookhisheadgently.

Buthelezi:Kuzomeleushadeenyeintombazane.Twoyearslaternisahlezingathinishadeizolo?

Haibomfana.

Kwanele:Howcouldyouevensitthereandutterthosewordstome?Godhashispla-

Titi:HeyibomfanandiniungenaphiuNkulunkulula?Ungalingeusebenziseigamalakhetojustify

lentoeyenzekayo.

Kwaneleshookhisheadinanger.

Kwanele:Idon’tthinki-

Titi:Andthattimewedon’tevencareaboutwhatyouthinkshame.

Kwanele:Iwo-

Buthelezi:Uphendulabani?Don’ttestmypatienceboy.

Kwanelelookedathisfather.



Kwanele:Soyou’remakingdecisionsformenowbaba?That’showitworksnow?

Buthelezi:NgizoshonakungesikudalaKwanele.Youwantmetodienothavinghadthepleasure

ofmeetingmygrandchildren?

Kwanele:Bepatien-

Buthelezi:Enough!Youwillgoandlookforasecondwife.Iwillnotrepeatmyself.

Kwanele:I’mgoingtocallafamilymeeting.

Titilaughedboldly.

Titi:Andsaywhat??

Shecontinuedtolaugh.

Titi:Baby,allofyouruncleshaveflocksofwives.Yisikolethuleli.

Kwanele:Kodwababawenaawunabo-

Titi:That’sbecauseIamfertileyoustupidchild!Unlikethatpieceofbiltongofyours,givingbirth

wasneveranissueforme.Myeggsarefunctionaltillthisday!Yihlazolentoyakhomanand

ngivelengizizwengibilawhenyoustartdefendingthisnonsensewhenyouyourselfknowthat

youwantchildren!

SuddenlyKwanelesnappedoutofitandthenburiedhisfaceinhishands.Herubbedhiseyes

roughlyandtookadeepbreath.Hedidn’twanttothinkabouthowhegottothisposition...



AllhewantedwastofeelNolwazipressedupagainsthim,lovinghim.

Hereachedforhisphoneanddialledhernumber.Ittookhimstraighttovoicemailandhe

rememberedthatshealwaysswitcheditoffafter8pm.Hecontemplatedcallingheremergency

numberbutthendecidednotto.Whatwashegoingtodo?Leavethisgirlhereandrunoffto

Nolwazi?

Hesighed.

Yes,helovedLwazibuthewasdefinitelynotheartless.Hehadgrownsomefeelingforthisgirl

throughouttheyear...Themosthecticandcomplicatedyearofhislife...

Hestoodupandwalkedtothebathroomdoor.Thecryinghadstopped.Nothingpiercedhis

heartmorethanawomancrying.

“HowironicbecauseNolwaziwillbecryingfortherestofherlifebecauseofyou,”alittlevoice

saidinhishead.

Heshookitoffjustasthebathroomdoorslowlyopened.

INSERT6(Didn’tgettoedit)

Nolwazi:Doesdadknowthatwearecoming?

Thandeka:Whatdifferencedoesitmake?

Nolwazi:Haibomama.



Thandeka:Hewilldealwithit.Youarehisdaughter.

Nolwazikeptquietasthesilenceoftheflightdawnedonher.Sheallowedherselftorelaxand

thinkhappythoughts.Shewasgoingtoseeherlittlebrotherandsisterandshehadn’tseen

theminmonths.Shethenthoughtaboutherworksituation.She’dhavetoscheduleaSkype

meetingwithherbosssoshecouldexplainhercurrentsituation.Theoptionwouldbetoresign

andstartover,orresignandbetransferredfromtheDurbanCompanytotheJohannesburg

one...Allofthatwouldbesortedonceshegothome.Therewasnowayshewouldsitathome

andnotdoanything.Herjobistheonethingthatgiveshergreatjoyandpeace.Thecraziness

ofherjobwaswhatdistractedherfromherfamilylife.Whenshewasyoung,herparentsstarted

abusinessfromscratch...Todayitwasamulti-millionaccountingfirmthathadmadeitsmark

inthefinanceindustry.Shehadalwaysfeltthepressuretoliveuptoherparents’standards...

Havingbeeninfluencedbyherparents,shealsowentthefinanceroutebutherfocuswas

mainlyEconomics.ShewentontogetherMastersinthefieldandwasnowpartofthe

executiveteamofoneofthecountry’stopEconomicsdrivencompanies.Whenthecountry

experiencedrecession,manyyearsback,shewouldalwaysreaduponitandeducateherself

aboutit,eventhoughshewasstillyoung.Herlovegrewandshewasnowanexpertinthefield...

Shecouldspotanytrendsfromamileaway...Growingupinsuchanacademicandfinance

drivenhouseholdinfluencedherpursueofindependence.Shedidn’tevenwanttodependonher

parentsforanything,yetaloneaman.SowhenshemetKwanelewhohadalsoestablishedhis

nameinthelawfield,shehadalreadyreachedastablepointinherlife.Atfirstitwasdifficultto

buildalifewithKwanelebecausehisfamilyissotraditionalandstrict.Forthedurationoftheir

marriage,herworklifehadalwaysbeenaproblemforthem.Kwaneledidn’tcarebecause

Nolwazi’sindependencewaswhatattractedhimtoher...Thefamilywastheproblem.Itwas

neverjustKwaneleandNolwazi.Alltheseotherpeoplefounditveryappropriatetomeddlein

theirbusinessandofcoursetheyused“culture”asablanket.Nolwaziwasexpectedtostayat

homeandcatertoKwanele’sneeds.Shewassupposedtoplaythetrophywifeandbedomestic

tothecore.Thethingis,Nolwazihadnoproblemwhatsoeverwithdoingthat...Shecoulddoall

thatdomesticstuff:takecareofhermaninthekitchenandthebedroomPLUSgetherwork

doneontheotherhand...Multitaskinghadneverbeenanissueforhersoitirkedherthatshe

wasnevertreatedwellbythatfamilydespiteherhardwork.

***

Buthelezi:SixbloodymonthshavepassedandKwanelestillwon’tlistentous.Heneedsa

secondwife!



Titiservedherhusbandhisteaandthensatnexttohim.

Titi:IamsofuriousShenge.Thisboyhasdisobeyedusimmensely!

Buthelezisighedheavily.

Buthelezi:Helovesthatwoman.

Titi:Lovesher??Thatgirlisasevilastheycome!

Buthelezi:HaiboThenjiwe.

Titi:Sheistheonewhoisfeedingmysonnonsense.Shehashimconvincedthatthislifethey

arelivingisgoodwheninactualfactumsanganowodwa!

Buthelezilookedathiswife.

Titi:Howareyougoingtoturnmysonagainstmeandthenexpectmetoloveyou?

Titistoodupandpacedaroundtheroom.

Titi:Iwillopenupthisboy’seyes...Nooneknowsmysonbetterthanme!

****

Thandekabeamedastheydroveintheirhouse.Herdaughterwasfinallyback!



Thandeka:OhbabyIamsohappyyouareback!Wearegoingtogoonspadates,wewillhave

movienightslikeoldtimesLwazi!

Nolwaziglancedathermotherandsmiled.Shereallycouldn’tfeelanybadfeelingstowardsher.

Personallyshethoughtshedidn’tneedanyprotectionbuttherewasobviouslynostopping

Thandeka.

Nolwazi:ZamoandBhenjuwillbesohappytoseeyou.Bekunini?!

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Yes,it’sbeenlong...

ThandekadroveintotheinfamousDumakudehousehold.Nolwazismiledassherecalledallthe

lovingmemoriesthehouseheld.Inasmuchastheywerealwaysisolatedbehindthegates,their

lifewasreallyextraordinary.Thevacationstheytookasafamily,theplaydatestheyhadwith

thefamilythatlivedrightacrossthestreet...Allthesememoriesremindedherjusthowmuch

loveshehadalwaysreceivedthroughoutherlife.

SheandKwanelehadstartedtocreatetheirownmemoriesbutthisonethingwasaffecting

them...Shecouldn’tseemtogivebirth.Personally,Nolwazididn’twantchildrenYET,theonly

reasonshewastouchedbyallofthiswasbecauseKwanelehadalwayswantedtobuildafamily.

Shewaswillingtodoanythingforhimevenifitmeantcarryingchildrenformonthsonend.

Nolwaziwasatthepeakofhercareer...Shereallydidn’tthinkhavingkidswasagoodideabutif

itmadeherhusbandhappy,andthenshewasokay.

Howeverthefactthattheyhadbeentryingfor4years,actuallydidaffecther...Atfirstshedidn’t

takeitseriouslybutastimewentbyandthefamilystartedbringingitup,shecouldn’thelpbut

thinkthatmaybetherewasaproblem.Shehadwantedtogotothedoctortogetitcheckedbut

hermotherinsistedthatsheshouldnotgo...



Anywayshemadeamentalnote...“SetanappointmentwithDr.Smith,”shethought.

Theygotoutofthecar.

Thandeka:Leavethosebagsbaby,Dlomowilltakethem...

Nolwazilookedathermotherindisbelief.

Thandeka:Thisisaonceoffthing.Iamjusthappythatyouareback.

Nolwazichuckled.Dlomowasanoldtimefamilyfriendwhowasresponsibleformakingsure

thateverythinginthehousewasfine-fromgardeningtosecurityandeveryotherlogistic.He

wasmoreofthe“groundman”,whoalsoplayedtheunclerolebecausehewasherfather’sbest

friend.

Growingup,Nolwazialwaysthoughthewassomerandomemployeebutshecameto

understandhisroleasshegotold.Inasmuchaseverythingwasprovidedforher,herparents

alwaysmadesurethatshedidnotthinkshewasentitledtoanything.Yes,theyhadahelping

ladyandabunchofgardenersandotherrandomemployeeswhoensuredthatthehousewas

oncheck,butNolwaziwasstilltreatedjustlikeanyothernormalkid.Shewastaughtthe

importanceofrespectregardlessofone’sstanceinlife...

AsshewalkedinthedoorshewasgreetedbyMam’Moloi.Shehadbeenworkingforthefamily

sinceNolwaziwasveryyoung...Theysharedahugandcaughtupwitheachother.

Nolwazi:WhereisZamo?

Moloi:Shesaidshe’llbebacklater.



Nolwazi:AndofcourseBhenjudidn’tsleephere.

Moloi:Uyamaziubhutiwakho.

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:It’ssogoodseeingyouma.IhavesomanythingsIneedtofixrightnow.Mylifeisan

absolutemess.

Mam’Moloinoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:WhatamIgoingtodo?

Mam’Moloi:YouhaveneverbeenonetothrowthetowelLwazi...

Nolwazi:Hehasasecondwifemama.

Mam’Moloishookherhead.

Moloi:Soyou’regoingtoerasethepastfouryearslikeitwasnothing.

Nolwazilookedatherintently.

Moloi:Goandgetsomerest...I’msureyourfatherwillbeveryhappytoseeyou.

Shegavehera“look”andNolwazisighedevenmore.



***

Kwanelerestedhisheadagainstthecouch.Hewasfloatingaroundsomewherebetweenawake

andasleep.

Hecouldfeelitbuildingup.

It’scoming.

Notnow,hethought.Please,notnow.Iwasn’tpreparedthistimearoundandnooneishere.

Hetriedtofocusonhisthoughtswhensuddenlyhefelthismindsinkintoadeepspace...Low

andlowandlowitwent...Therewasnogroundforhismindtolandon.Thesinkingwentonand

onandon.

BOOM.

Fuck.

Hetriedtouchinghischestbecausesomethingdefinitelyhithimhardthere.Hetriedtoutter

somethingwithhismouth.Oneword,aphrase,somethingtogetsomeattention.Buttherewas

nothing.

Fuckthere’snooneinthishouse...Nolwazididyoureallyhavetoleaveforadamnemergency

meetingat9pm??

It’shappening!



Hefelthiseyesrollupinhishead.Onaslow,steadyrhythm,theystartedmovingwithmuch

intensitytotheright.

FuckIamlosingmyself.Ican’tcontrolthis!

Theanxietyshotupandhiseyesbeganjerking.LeftRightLeftRightLeftRight....FastFastFast

theywent.

FuckI’mlosingcontrolofmybreathing.Didthisreallyhavetohappennow?Really?

Hisbreathingbecamequickandshallow.Hiseyeswerenowsofarupandtotherightthatthey

pushedpainfullyagainstthesockets.

Theshakingstarted.

Nowhe’slosingcontrolofhisbody.Itstartswithonetinytwitchthenbeforeheknewithis

wholebodywasshakingfuriously.

Helostcontrolofhisthoughts.Theintensitywasbecomingtoomuchtobear.Hisheadjerked

too,goinginallsortsofdirections.

Eyespushing,pressing,pushing,pressing...Headtremblingpainfully.Thepain...Thepainwas

toomuch.

Someonehadtomakeitstop!

Hesawatraceofsomething.Wasithisthoughts?Whatwasit?Hefocusedongrasping

somethinginhismind,athought,amemory,afeeling.Somethingtokeephimconscious!



Nolwazi.

Fuckher.Whythefuckwouldsheleaveinthemiddleofthenightforafuckenmeeting?Ithasn’t

evenbeenoneyearsincewegotmarriedbutyou’realreadyrunningofftoworkinthemiddleof

thenight.

Ihateher.

AhIcan’tbreathe.

NowhoamIkidding?Iloveher.Butshit,whereisshe??

Suddenlythethroatbeganburning.

No,notthisagain!

Thefoambuiltup.Thefoambuiltupanditfilledthemouth.Nobreathingthistime...No

breathingwhatsoever.

No,please,someoneneedstocomeinnow.Ineedtostayconscious.

Thinkthinkthink...

Outofnowheretherewasaloudscream.

Tookyoulongenough,hethought.Kunini!



Herhandstouchedhimgently.

CallmymotherNolwazi.

Herhandstrembledassheheldhisface.Shewasn’tsupposedtopanic...Sheneedstocalm

down,it’snothingdeep.

Ahfuck...Ididn’ttellheraboutthis.Shehadnoidea.Nowshe’spanickingandIcan’teven

comforther.Ican’tevenspeakdemmet!

CallmymotherNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Nele!Kwanelelookatme!

Shecrieduncontrollably.

Ahfuckthis...I’lldealwiththislater...

Hedriftedawayandallowedthegloomydarknesstofillhim.

INSERT7

Titi:Youalmostdieddemmitandwherewasthatwifeofyours?Abloodymeeting!Ngo9

ebsuku??

Titiyelledandthehouseliterallyshook.



Kwanelelookedathismotherwithnarroweyes.Hewassodrainedthathereallydidn’thavethe

strengthtodealwithher.

Buthelezi:Son,whathappenedtodaycanneverhappenagain.

Kwanele:Andwhatexactlyhappened?

Buthelezi:Whenhasiteverbeenappropriateforawifetoleavethehouseinthemiddleofthe

nightforANYreason?

Kwanele:I’mnotgoingtosithereanddiscussMYhouseholdwithyou.

Titi:Heeeh!Lalelalawenaslimandini.Nosonofminewilltalkbullshittomesiy-

Buthelezi:HaiboThenj-

TitiSCREAMEDangrily.

Thentherewasdeadsilence.

Everyoneintheroomstaredatherincompleteshock.

JustthenNolwaziwalkedintheroomandeveryoneshiftedtheirfocustoher.Shehadgoneto

getKwanelesomewater...Sheobviouslymissedthediscussionaboutherbutshesureashell

heardthatevilscream.

Shewalkedtoherhusband.



Kwanele:Lwaziasambe.

Nolwaziputdowntheglassofwaterandnodded.Shedidn’tunderstandwhytheyhadtocome

totheirin-lawsinthefirstplace.Shehadcalledthefamilydoctorandhetoldherwhatshe

shoulddowithKwanele...AssoonasTitifoundout,shedroveallthewaytotheirhouseand

demandedthatKwaneleshouldbetakentoHERhouse.Nolwaziwasbeyondinfuriated...

Kwanele:Nolwazi.

Nolwazisnappedoutofitandthenhelpedherhusbandstandup.

Titi:Ohshamekantinaweuyakwaziukunakaindoda?Ah!

Nolwazitightenedherjawandsaidamantrainhermind,justtostaycalm.

KwanelemanagedtostandupandthenNolwazilookedateveryone.

Nolwazi:Nisalekahle.

Everyonemumbled“goodbye”.

Lindiwe:I’llseeyoutomorrowLwazi.

Nolwazi:Okay.

TheysharedabriefhugandthenNolwazigrabbedhercarkeysandthenputoutherarmsoher

husbandcouldholdher.Theybeganwalkingout...



Titi:AwuvalelisiKwanele?

Lindiwe:Woulditkillyoutojustkeepquietforonce?

Titi:Uthiniwena??

AnargumentbrokeoutbetweenLindiweandTiti.Ifthere’sonepersonwhomadeitcrystalclear

thatshedoesnottoleratethiswoman,itwasLindiwe.Shecouldn’tstandhermother.

Lindiwe:Youaresuchabully!Ohmygoodnessyouaregoingtodieamiserabledeath!

Titilaughedboldly.

Astheyweregoingbackandforth,KwanelelookedatNolwazi.

Kwanele:Let’sgo.

HeandNolwazibeganwalkingawayandtheymadetheirwayoutofthehouse.Nolwazihelped

himgetinthecarandthenshealsogotinanddroveoff.

Therewascompletesilence.

Kwaneledidn’tneedasignalinforminghimthathiswifewasangry.Hecouldfeelherangerjust

fromthesilence.

Kwanele:Lwazi.



Nolwaziwastryinghardnottobeblindedbyherangerasshewasdriving.Shecontinuedto

focusontheroadandblockedoutthemanwhowassittingnexttoher.Sherefusedto

acknowledgehispresence.

Kwanelegotthemessageloudandclear.Hetoofocusedontheroadaheadandkeptquiet,

dreadingtogohome.Hismother’sfurywasmuchbettercomparedtoNolwazi’s.Thiswoman

hardlygetsangrysowhenshedoesgettothatpoint,there’snomiddleground.

AfterawhiletheyfinallygottothehouseandinsteadofhelpingKwanele,Nolwazisimplyplaced

thecarkeysonhislap,gotoutofthecarandmadeherwayinsidethehouse.

Hetookadeepbreathandtriedtogetoutofthecar.Hewasstillfeelingveryweaksoitwas

definitelyastrugglebuthemanagedtogetout.Helockedthecarandmadehiswayinsidethe

house.

“HowamIgoingapproachthis?”hethought.

Ashewalkedinthekitchen,hepouredhimselfaglassofwaterandhestoodbythecounteras

hetooklongsips.Afterhewasdone,hewalkedtotheloungeandfoundNolwazicleaning.The

placewasalreadyspotlessbutherObsessiveCompulsiveDisorderusuallykickedinwhenshe

wasuneasy.

Asshewalkedaroundclearingoutthings,shewascalculatinghernextmove.

“Icouldeasilythrowthisvaseathim”,shethought,“Thatoughttogivehimanotherepileptic

attack,damnfool!”

Kwanelelookedathiswifeandhecouldn’thelpbutchucklequietly.Shewasbusypacingupand

downthelounge,clearlyfightingherthoughts.



Hetookadeepbreathandwalkedovertoher.

Kwanele:Baby,stop.

Nolwazididn’thearoneword.ShecontinuedcleaningupuntilshefeltKwanele’shandonher

arm.Shequicklypusheditawayandthenstaredathim.

Nolwazi:EpilepsyKwanele??Epilepsy??

Kwanelelookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:I’vebeeninyourlifeforalmosttwoyears.We’vebeenmarriedfor6monthsandyou

failedtomentionthatyou’reepileptic??

Kwanele:Iwasgo-

Nolwazi:Youweregoingtotellme??Kwaneleareyoukiddingrightnow??

Shewalkedtohimandhetookastepback.

Nolwazi:Whenwereyouplanningonmentioningthistinyfact?Exactlywhen??

Kwanele:Baby-

Nolwazi:Youobviouslydon’tthinkofmeasyourwifeangithi?Kwanelethat’slikemenottelling

youaboutmypreviousaddictiontoprescriptionpills!WhatwereyougoingtodohadInottold

youandonedayyoufoundmelayingherebecauseIrelapsed??



Kwanele:Mamela-

Nolwazi:Therereallyisn’talogicalexplanationhereKwanele.Iamsoangryanddisappointedin

you.

Kwanelewalkedovertoherandplacedhishandsonherarms.

Kwanele:Youareright.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Thereisnologicalexplanation.

Nolwazi:Youmusthaveatonofothersecretsstackedsomewhere.

Kwanele:ComeonNolwazi.

Nolwazilookedathimintently.

Nolwazi:I’mmadatyou.

Shenarrowedhereyesandhesmiled.

Kwanele:Ngiyaxolisababy.Pleasehavemercyonme?Iamalreadyfeelingweakmanjenawe

ngapha...

Nolwazi:Whosefaultisthat?



Kwanelesighedheavilyandjustlookedather.

Nolwazi:Let’sgetyouinbed.Firstthingtomorrowwe’remeetingwiththefamilydoctor.Ineed

tobeeducatedngalentobecauseIhadnoideawhatIwassupposedtodotonight.

Kwanelesmiledandnodded.

Nolwazi:IalmostdiedNele.

Kwanele:Ngiyaxolisa.

ShetookastepcloserandKwanelewrappedhisarmsaroundher.

Kwanele:Iloveyou.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutoo.

Theysharedakiss.

***

Nolwaziwasawakenedbysomeoneshakingherlightly.Shelazilysatupandlookedat

Mam’Moloi.

Nolwazi:Kwenzenjanima?



Moloi:Sisicomedownstairs.

Nolwazi:Iseverythingokay?

Moloi:Yourfatherishere.

Nolwazi:Oh.

Shegotoutofbedandthenfollowedheroutofthebedroomanddownstairs.

NolwazirubbedhereyesandstretchedasshewalkedtotheloungewhereThandekastoodnext

toherhusband.Itdidn’ttakerocketsciencetocomprehendthetension...Shewasangry,but

why?

Nolwazistretchedonemoretimeandherfatherwalkedtoher.

Dumakude:Kuhlengobayouarewell-restedkesisi...

Nolwazilookedatherfatherinconfusion.

Nohello?Kanjalonje?

Dumakude:Nowgoonandtaketheclothesyoucamewith.Yourhomeiswaitingforyouonthe

otherside...

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutshejuststoodthere,speechless.



Dumakudebeganwalkingaway.

Dumakude:Haveyoueverheardofawifeleavingherhomeabruptly?

Thandeka:Butsh-

Dumakude:I’veneverbeenonetorepeatmyself.

Withthatsaidhedisappeared.

NolwazistaredatThandekainshock.
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Nolwazilookedathermotherincompleteshockandconfusion.

Nolwazi:Mama?

Thandeka:YouarenotgoingbackthereLwazi.

Nolwazi:Whatisgoingon?Whyishelikethis?

Thandeka:Youknowyourfather.

Nolwaziwalkedoutoftheloungeandwalkedtothepatiowhereherfatherwassitting.

Dumakudeglancedathisdaughter.



Dumakude:Areyoudonepacking?

Nolwazi:Dad,Ihadtocomeback.

Dumakude:DidyouandButhelezigetadivorcewithoutlettingmeknow?

Nolwazilookedatherfathersadly.

Dumakude:Didyou?

Nolwazi:No.

Dumakude:Sowhyareyouhere?Didyouinformyourin-lawsthatyouwouldbecominghere?

Nolwazilookeddownandfiddledwithherhands.

Dumakude:Didyou,Nolwazi?

Nolwazi:Chababa.

Shewhisperedandstoodthere,feelinglikealittletimidgirl.Herfathercouldbesointimidating

attimesandallherconfidencewouldliterallygodownthedrainwhensheinteractedwithhimin

thosetimes.

Dumakude:Sowhyareyouhere?



Nolwazi:Mamafetchedme.

Dumakude:Fetchedyou?Whydidyouneedtobefetched?

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Dumakude:Ngiyabuzanjalo.

Nolwaziclearedherthroat.

Nolwazi:Shedoesn’twantmetostaythere.

Dumakude:IsyourmothermarriedtoKwaneleButhelezi?

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Dumakude:Nolwazi.

Nolwaziputherheadupandlookedatherfather.

Dumakude:IsshemarriedtoKwanele?

Nolwazi:Cha.

Dumakude:Manjetsheleminaukuthiufunanilawhenyouhavebuiltyourownhomewithyour

husband.



Nolwazi:Kodwababaareyoutellingmeyouareokaywithwhathehasdone??

Dumakudestaredathisdaughterintently.

Hewastryingbyallmeansnottoburstoutonherdaughterbecauseheknewthatallofthiswas

hiswifedoing.Yes,itwasunsettlingthatKwanelemarriedanotherwoman,butattheendofthe

daytherewasnoturningback.Hehadtheutmostrespectforhisculture.Hewasraiseda

certainwayandtherewasnowayhewasgoingtoallowhiswifetoinstilherownpersonal

feelingsinthissituation.NolwazibelongedtotheButhelezisnowandshehadnobusiness

runningaroundlikeanunchosenwoman.

Dumakude:Gopackyourclothes.

Nolwazi:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Nolwazitookadeepbreathandstoodabittaller,hopingherfatherwouldsensehersudden

confidence.

Dumakudelookedathisdaughter...Whycouldn’tsheconceive?Whatwaswrongwithher?He

founditveryunsettlingthatshehadbeeninthatmarriageforfouryearsyetshecouldn’tget

children.Noneofthiswouldbehappeningifshecouldjustgivebirth.

Hisheartdefinitelysankbecauseitwashisdaughter.Hefeltterriblysorryforherbutinthese

circumstancestherereallywasn’tawayout.Divorcewasn’tevenanoption.Hehimselfwas

raisedacertainwayandhisparentswouldspitonhimifheallowedhiswifetorulehislife...

Heviewedmarriageinsuchadeepway.Herespectedit...Nolwazihadtounderstandthatno

matterwhathappens,youalwayshavetostickwithyourspouse.Runningaroundandleaving

yourhomeisjustacaseofbadhometrainingandhisreputationwasalsoatstakeasthefather.

Hecouldn’tallowallthisgallivantingbackandforth.Nolwazihadtogoandestablishher

positionasthefirstwife.Shemadetheperfectwifeforheaven’ssake!



Nolwazi:Baba.

Dumakudeshookhisheadlightlyanderasedhisthoughts.Hethenfocusedonhisdaughter,

standingsoconfidentlyinfrontofhim.Hereallyhaddoneagreatjobraisinghischildren.The

onlyproblemwasthatheinstilledalotofindependenceinthem...Maybeifhehadraisedthem

theoldfashionedway,shewouldn’tseeanyofthisasaproblem.

Nolwazi:Dad,areyouevenlisteningtome?

DumakudesnappedoutofitagainandlookedatNolwazi.

Nolwazitookadeepbreath.

Nolwazi:Ifeelbetrayeddad.

Dumakudesighed.

Dumakude:Youaregoingback.

Nolwazi’stearsbrokethroughandshewipedthemquickly.Herfatherobviouslydidn’tdeserve

toseehervulnerable.

JustthenThandekawalkedtothepatioandlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Ukhalelani?Thosepeopledonotdeserveyourtears!

Nolwazifuriouslywipedhertears.



Thandeka:KantiyiniinkingayakhoVusi?

Dumakudelookedathiswifeandshookhishead.

Dumakude:You’regettingcarriedawaynow.

HelookedathiswifeintentlyandThandekacamebackdowntoearth.Thismanreallycouldbe

intimidatingattimes.ThandekalovedseeingthissideofhimwhenitwasbestowedonOTHER

peoplenother.Shedidn’tlikeanyofthis.

Dumakudethenstoodupandwalkedbackinthehouseandleftthewomenthere.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Thandeka:Ican’tbelievehim.

Nolwazi:I’llgopack.

Thandeka:Lwaziyoudon’thavetog-

Nolwazi:I’llgopack...

Nolwaziwalkedinthehouseandlefthermotherstandingthere.

ShemadeherwaytoherbedroomandMam’Moloifollowedher.Oncetheygottotheroom,

Ma’MoloiclosedthedoorgentlyandthenwalkedtoNolwazi.Sheopenedupherarmsand

Nolwazileanedclosertoherandshewasembraced.



Moloi:Shhh...

ShecomfortedNolwaziasshesobbed.

Moloi:Toughenupangel.

TheystoodthereforawhileandNolwazieventuallycalmeddown.Theyfinallyletgoofeach

otherandsatontheedgeofthebed.Ma’MoloiwipedNolwazi’stearsandthenheldherhands.

Moloi:YouneedtotoughenupNolwazi.

Nolwazi:How?Myhusbandismarriedtoanotherwoman!

Nolwaziwasbecomingagitated.Whywasithardtounderstandwhereshewascomingfrom?

Thereisnothingnormalaboutwhatwashappening.Yourhusbandmarriesanotherwomanand

youjustsmilethroughitfortherestofyourlife?Certainlynot!

Moloi:HeisYOURman.

Nolwazi:Andthere’sanotherwomanwhofeelstheEXACTsameway.

Moloi:Soyouwouldratherhecheatonyouwithotherwoman?

Nolwazi:Hegettingmarriedtoanotherwomanisanindicationthathehasbeencheating!

Shebitherlipandtriednottosmackthiswoman.



Moloi:Betterthedevilyouknowthantheoneyoudon’t.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Moloi:Thisiswhatyouaregoingtodonowmydear,youwillgotakeanicelongbath,freshen

up,readjustyourmindsetandattitude,travelbacktoYOURhomeandletthosebustardsknow

whoyouare.NolwazitheyshouldNEVERseeyoucryorfrown.Theyneedtobescaredofyou

angel!

NolwazilookedatMam’Moloi.

Moloi:Thisisnotanidealsituationforanywomanhowevernowthatyouarehere,faceithead

on.BeatthemattheirowngameNolwazi!

Mam’Moloistoodupandlookeddownather.

Moloi:ThatThenjiwewitch?Donotstooptoherlevel!Killherwithpassiveaggression.Don’t

showANYONEthattheyhavegottentoyou.GetthereandclaimyourpositionasKwanele’swife

anddoitinaclassyway.

Nolwazi:Iwantnothingtodowithhim.

Moloismiledwarmly.

Moloi:Letgooftheanger,it’sgoingtodriveyouinsane...Loveyourhusbandinpublic.Thatwill

sendeveryonetothewoods,crazy.Theywillneverunderstandhowyoudoit.Thesepeople

haveobviouslyunderestimatedyou!Intheirmindsyouareaweakling!



Nolwazistaredather.

Moloi:Loveyourmaninpublic!

Moloismileslyly.

Moloi:Butwhenit’sjustyouandthatpolygamistbustard?

ShepulledNolwaziupandmadeherfaceher.

Moloi:Whenit’sjustyouandhim?Showhimwhatacoldfrontis.Heshouldfeelitandshakein

hisboots!

Nolwazicouldn’thelpbutchuckle.

Moloi:Don’tlethimtouchyou...Makehimbegforyoubutstillnotpayhimanymind.Makehim

regrethisdecision!

NolwazilookedatMa’Moloiintently.

Moloi:Thisisdeepbaby.Thesepeoplehavemessedupyourlife...Don’twalkawaylikealost

puppy.Youseehowyouwalkeverytimeyougotowork?Confidentandunstoppable!

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Moloi:ChannelthatfeelingofempowermentandshowthoseButhelezisthatyouarea

Dumakude.Theymustbegforyourforgiveness...



Nolwazisighed.

Moloi:Butitwilltaketime...Andcommitment.

ShesqueezedNolwazi’shands.

Moloi:Theyalwayssayakuthunyelwagundaneemendweni...Abridecanneverknowhowher

marriagewillturnout.Youcan’tsendarattogospyforyoubeforeyougetthere.Different

thingscomeatyouandyoualwaysfindyourselfoverwhelmedbecauseallthosethingswere

notpresentbeforeyoutiedtheknot.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Moloi:Soshowthosebustardsthatwhattheydidtoyouwascompletebullshit...

Nolwazi:Mamano!

Theybothgiggled.

Moloi:Haiyourmotherissuchabadinfluence!

Nolwazi:Shereallyhasbeencussingalotlately,I’mshocked.

Theysharedalongwarmhugandletgoofeachother.

Moloi:I’llfillupthebathtubforyouangel.



NolwazinoddedlightlyandsatontheedgeofherbedasMa’Moloiwalkedtoherbathroom...
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JustasNolwazihadfinisheduppackingherthings,herphonerang.

Shetookadeepbreathandanswered.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Kwanelekeptquietforasecond.Hedidn’tthinkNolwaziwouldanswertheanswerthecall.

Nolwazikeptquietaswell.Shewasn’ttheonewhocalledsoshewouldn’tbetheonedoingall

thetalking.

Kwanele:Lwazi?

Nolwazi:HelloKwanele.

Kwanele:Areyouatthehouse?

Nolwazichuckledlightly.Thesonofabitchhadn’tevennoticedherabsence.Toobusywithhis

wife...

Nolwazi:I’mathome.

Kwanele:What?Homeasinyourfather’shouse?



Nolwazi:Yes,homeasinmyplaceofbirth.

Kwanele:Idon’tunderstand...

Hisvoicewasalowandsadwhisper.

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Whatdon’tyouunderstandmylove?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:WhenamIseeingyou?Weshouldprobablystarthavingabookwhichhastime

allocations...

Kwanele:Huh?

Nolwazirealisedjusthowfunthismightbeifsheletgooftheanger.Shetriednottolaughat

herhusband’ssuddenconfusion.

Nolwazi:I’msaying,baby,thatweneedabookthatwillhelpusdividetimeequally.Howareyou

planningonhandlingmeandourdearTholakele?

Therewascompletesilence.

Nolwazi:Anyway,I’llbebackthatsidetomorrow.



Kwanele:WillyoureallycomebackLwazi?

Nolwazi:I’vejustsaidukuthingizobuyakusasanjesthandwasami?

Kwanele:Oh.

Nolwazi:Enjoytherestofyourday.

Kwanele:Uhm...Youtoo...

Nolwazi:Goodbye.

Kwanele:Bye...

Nolwazidroppedthecallandquicklyrusheddownstairsexcitedlylikealittlegirl.Forthefirst

timeinaverylongtime,shekindoffeltabitlighter.Sherushedtothekitchenwhereshefound

Ma’Moloi.

Ma’Moloi:Haiwenantombazaneyoudon’truninherelikeacrazychicken!

Nolwazi:Ithinkyou’reright!

NolwaziflashedasmiledandjustthenThandekawalkedin.Shelookedatherdaughterin

completeshock.Shehadn’tseenhersmilelikethisinages.

Thandeka:Baby?



Nolwazi:Heyma.

ThandekastaredatNolwaziwithherjawslightlyopenandthenglancedatMa’Moloi,checkingif

shealsosawthissuddenchangeinNolwazi.

Ma’Moloi:IhadachatwithherThandi.

Thandekalookedatbothoftheminconfusion.

Nolwazi:Mamalet’sgotoaspa.Foroldtimes’sake?

Thandekawasstillconfused.NolwazilookedatMa’Moloi.

Nolwazi:We’llbebacklater.

Ma’Moloi:Okaydarli.

Nolwazithentookhermother’sarmandledheroutofthekitchen.TheybumpedintoDumakude.

Dumakude:Haveyoub-

Nolwazi:Ileavetomorrow.

Dumakudesensedthesuddenshiftinattitudeandthennodded,feelingslightlyproudforsome

reason.Hethenwalkedoffanddisappeared.



Nolwazilookedathermother,whowasstillperplexed.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Thandeka:What’sgoingon?

Nolwazi:Wehaveacoupleofhourstokillbeforedinner,let’sgotoSaxton-gettorelaxandchat

properly.

Thandekachuckledlightly.

Thandeka:Okay.

Nolwazi:I’llbeback.

Sheranupthestairsandwenttoherroom.Shegotherthingsandjustasshecheckedher

phone,amessagecamein.

Kwanele:Baby,areyouokay?

Nolwazireplied.

Nolwazi:YesIamokaynow...Seeyousoon,Ihope.

Kwanele:Don’tsaythat.

Nolwazi:Saywhatnowbaby?



Kwanele:Thatyouhopetoseeme.

Nolwazi:Don’tshootme.Clearlyawomancanonlyhopethesedays.

Shelookedatherscreen,chuckling.

Person:Lookatthiswashedupfirstwiferunningbacktomommyanddaddy...

Nolwaziquicklylookedupandherbrotherstoodbythedoor.

Shestoodupandtheywalkedtoeachotherandsharedahug.Mduduzipickedhersisterupand

squeezedher.

Nolwazi:Boy,I’magrannynow!You’regoingtobreakmybones.

Mduletgoofhissisterandgrinnedashelookeddownonher.

Mduduziwastheyoungestchildoutofthethree(24yearsold).Hewasamasculineyoungman

whopracticallylivedatthegym.Helookedjustlikehisfather:strong,chocolateskin,dark

piercingeyesthatwouldkilliftheycouldandapowerfulmemorablevoice.Howeverunlikehis

father,hisaccentwasabitontheposhside(yearsofgoodschoolsandwhitefriends

influencedthat)butwhenhespokehismothertongue,onewouldgetconfusedbecausethe

poshnessdisappearsinstantly.Dumakudewasn’tinterestedinraisingunculturedspoiltbrats.

Themanpridedhimselfinhisculture.Asmuchashischildrenhadallthesehigh-class

tendencies,theyallknewtheirhomelanguagelikenobody’sbusiness.Thandekaprovidedthe

modernitywhileDumakudecamewithhisculturedself.Theybalancedeachotherverywelland

theirchildrenturnedoutalright...Theycouldfitinanywhere,thankstotheirmother’straining.

Thandekadidn’twantherkidstobelimited...Yes,shelovedherculturebutattheendoftheday,

onehastobewell-roundedinordertomakeitintoday’sworldsoshepreparedherchildrenfor

allpossibilities.Dumakudeontheotherhandwasjustdrillinginthatculturelikenobody’s

business.Accordingtohim,thereisnothingashumiliatingasachildwhocan’tconversein



anythingotherthanEnglish.Hedidn’twanttoraiseshallowchildrenwhothoughttheywere

whitewhenthatwasneverthecase...

Mduduzilookedathissisterintently...Hewasatalkativeperson,onlywhenhewaswithpeople

whoknowhim.Otherwise,hekepthismouthshutandspokeonlywhenspokento.Inhismind,

hewastheoldersibling.Hisfather’sinfluencereallygotthisyoungmanthinkingherunsthe

world.Justlikehisfather,powerwaseverythinginlife.Butyouseethespecialqualityabout

thesetwomenisthattheyneverbeggedforattentionorpower.Itwasanaturalthingforthem...

Itwasallsimplereally,theywalkintoaroom,theylookattheiropponent,theopponentshakes

andmovesaway,andBAM-hierarchyisrestored.

Theonlypeoplewhomadethingstoughforthemwerethesethreewomentheyloved.

Thandekawaspracticallyaman!Thewomandidn’tseeanythingwrongwithwalkinguptoa

manandchallenginghim.Atfirst,Dumakudehadahardtimewithher.Afteralltheseyears,he

cametoacceptthatthewomanhelovesisawildcard.Howeverhedidmanagetotamehera

littlebit.AllittookwasthatnotoriousdeadlylookofhisandThandekawouldkeepquiet.Not

becauseshewasscared,nono-butbecauseattheendofthedaysheisabetterwifethana

bullfighterandshelovedherhusband.

Thandekamadesurethatshepasseddownherwildnesstotheirfirstchild,Nolwazi.Dumakude

wasverydisappointedatfirstthatitwasaboybutastimewentbyhefocusedonthislittlegirl

andtriedbyallmeanstoinstilsomeofhisqualitiesinher.HeandThandekawouldfight

becausebothofthemwantedtocreatetheirownminiversionsofthemselves...Butintheend,

Thandekawon.Nolwaziisafirecrackerwhensheispoked...Sheisnotafraidtostandupfor

herselfandshereallyisn’tintimatedbytheoppositesexBUTthespecialthingaboutheristhat

sheisactuallyacrossbetweenhermotherandherfather.Unlikehermother,shedoesnotgo

offcrazy...unlessyoucomeforher.Shehasaverysubtlewayoflettingyouknowthatsheisa

force(likeherfather).Outofallthechildren,sheistheonewhobalancesbetweenThandeka’s

qualitiesandDumakude’squalities...

NowMduduziwasanexactreplicaofhisfather.Therewasnoquestioningit.Whentheyfound

outthattheywerehavingaboy,ThandekawashedherhandsandgaveitalltoDumakude.She

wasmorethanhappytohaveaDumakudejunior.Nothinglikeastrongmantokeepyouin

checkfromtimetotime...

Andthenthere’sIvy...Therebel,thestand-alone,thelastborn...



It’ssafetosaybothThandekaandDumakudedidnotknowwhattodowiththisuniqueone.

Everydaywasadiscoverywiththisone...EvenThandekadidn’tknowhowtodeal.

IvywasMa’Moloi’sgoldenchild.ThandekaandDumakudebothwashedtheirhandsandallowed

Ma’Moloitohandlethelastpieceofthepuzzle...

Nolwazilookedathisbrother.

Nolwazi:I’llseeyouwhenIgetback.

Mdu:Whatareyouevendoinghere,firstwife?

Nolwazi:Notfunny!

Mdu:NeverinmywildestdreamsdidIeverthinkyou’dbesecondbest.

NolwazicrossedherarmsandMdulaughedboldly.

Mdu:KwanelemightjustbemoreofamanthanIthought.Heneedstogivemetips.

Thandeka:Don’tyouhaveweightstopickupnawena?

Mduturnedtolookathismother,whohadwalkedin.

Thandeka:AsambeLwazi.



Nolwazitookherbagandpushedpastherchucklingbrother.Thatjokewasfunnyandallbutit

reallystung...Noneofthiswasokay.Shewashurtashellbutsheknewshehadtotoughenup

andstopwhining.Itreallywasn’tacutelookforher.
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Nolwazi:Mom,I’vebookedmyflight.Ngiyahambaksasa.

Thandekalookedatherdaughtercarefully.TheywerenowatSaxtonandweresittingoutside,

havingsnacks.Themassageshadcalmedbothofthemdownsotheywerenowfeelingabit

neutral.

Thandeka:Youdon’thavetogobackLwazi.

Nolwazi:Iknow...

Shelovedherhusbandsomuchbutthebetrayalwastoomuchtoignore.Theonlyreasonshe

wasgoingbackwasbecauseshewasactuallyverycurioustoseehowthingswouldturnout.

Thandeka:IkeepputtingmyselfinyourshoesandmybodyliterallygoesoncrazymodewhenI

thinkofthehurtyou’reexperiencing.Icouldsomeonekillsomeone.

Nolwazi:Pleasedon’t.

Theysmiledlightlyandsatinsilenceforawhile.

Thandeka:SoI’mguessingwe’rekillingthemwithpassiveaggression?



Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Kindnessalltheway.

Thandeka:Willyoubeabletopullitoff?

Nolwazi:Angaziyazima.IjustwanttoseeukuthiuKwaneleuzoqhubakanjaningalombhedo.

Thandeka:Nolwaziwhateveryoudo,don’tgivethatmanatasteofyourvagina!

Nolwazilaughedlightly.

Thandeka:Hecan’tbehavingsexleftandright.Ngabeuyanya.

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Youmustmasturbateregularly.Getridofanysexualdesiresngobahewillusethat

togetyoutosoftenup.

Nolwazi:Mama!

Thandeka:YouseeallthosetoysyouweregivenngeBachelorettepartyyakho?Digthemupsisi

becausetheywillbeofgooduse.

Nolwaziblushed.

Thandeka:Soareyousureyouwanttodothis?



Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Thandeka:Okaysisi.

Theyspentmoretimethereandrelaxedevenmore.Bythetimetheyweredonetheywere

feelingmuchpositiveandcalm.

***

Everyonewasatthedinnertable.

Mdu:Sowhenareyouleaving?

Nolwazi:Tomorrow.

Mdu:AndhereIwasthinkingyou’regoingtostaylonger.

Thandeka:PassmethesaladBhenju.

Mdupassedthesaladbowlabsent-mindedly.

Mdu:Butthenagainyoudon’tbelongtoourfamilyanymore.

Dumakudechuckledlightly.



Thandeka:AngaziuhlekanishameVusi.

Thandekalookedatherhusband,clearlyirritatedonherdaughter’sbehalf.

Mdu:So,sisterhowareyougoingtodeal?

Thandeka:Wouldyoushutupwena?!

Mdu:MamabutIwasn’taddressingyouyazi.

DumakudechuckledagainandNolwazistaredathimangrily.

Thandeka:Mxm.

Justthentheyheardfootsteps.

Thandeka:Zamo?!

SheyelledZamo’snameandtherewasnoresponse.

Nolwazi:Ivy,ma.

Everyonechuckledandshortlyafter,Ivyapproachedtheeatingarea.Shestoodthereandlooked

ateveryone.

Thandeka:Hellobaby.



Ivy:Mygoodpeople!

NolwazistoodupandIvywalkedtoherandtheysharedahug.

Ivy:Youdidn’tevenbothertocallme.Somuchforlovingme!

Ivywasreallytheuniqueoneofthebunch.Shewas22yearsoldandhadalreadygotten

engaged,endedtheengagement,gonetouniversity,didLaw,quitit,didFineArtsandthenquit

thataswell.ShewasnowstudyingClassics...Accordingtoher,shehasalwaysbeeninterested

inGreekMethodology.Nooneknewwhatthehellshewasdoingbuttherereallywasno

stoppingher.BothDumakudeandThandekagaveupveryearlywiththisone.Theyknewthey

wouldencounterproblemswhenshegotexpelledfromprimaryschoolforattackinghergrade2

teacherwithpaint,whentheprincipalwascalled,shetoldhimtogoanddrownhimself...

ThandekathoughtboardingschoolwouldhelpbutZamogotexpelled1monthlateraftershe

wascaughtburningherroommate’stextbooks.Theytookhertoaspecialschool(forslow

children)thinkingmaybethespecialattentionwouldhelpherbutshewaskickedoutaswell

becauseshetoldadyslexiclearnerthatthereasonhecouldn’treadwasbecausehisparents

hadsexinalibrarysotheuniversewaspunishingthemfordoingnastythingsinaneducational

place.Inhighschoolshegotsuspendedmorethan10timesforbullyingotherlearnersand

harassingtheteachersaswell.

DumakudeandThandekagaveuptryingandjustletherbe.Inuniversityshewentthroughso

manydifferentcoursesandshereallywasn’tfazedaboutit.Shewas22yearsold,thiswas

supposedtobeherlastyearinuniversityforundergrad,butshewasstilldoing1styearcourses.

Shereallywastroublesome.

Nolwazilovedhersister.Shewassuchabubblypersonandtherewasneveradullmomentwith

her.Whenshegotengagedat17,thefirstpersonshetoldwasNolwazi.Theboywas18years

oldandhewashergaybestfriend.Ivyagreedtoengagehimjustsohisparentswouldthinkhe

wasstraight.ShekeptitasecretforonemonthuntilDumakudefoundoutanddraggedherto

JuvenileSchool,theinstitutionforrecklesskids.Shestayedtherefor2monthsandcameout

evenworse...Whenshecameout,shewentbacktothatgaybestfriendofhersandstarted

havingsexwithhimbecauseshewasconvincedshecouldmakehimstraight.



Thegirlreallywasamess.

Nolwazi:Howareyou?

Ivysmiledbrightlyandsigheddramatically.

Ivy:Sameoldsameold.

Thandeka:Shegotatattoo...

Thandekacussedangrily.

Nolwazi:HawuZamo?

Ivy:Zamoyani?Awumeplease...

Shethenpulledherjacketsleeveandrevealedatattoothatcoveredhalfofherarm.

Nolwazi:Nomzamo!

Ivythenwentontoscratchit.

Ivy:Ineedtocoverthewholearm.Makeitafulllengthsleeve.

Shesmiledbrightlyandthencontinuedtoscratchit.



Ivy:Butitissoooitchy,myword!

Mdu:USataneloyo.TheDevilisobviouslyrunningthroughthosedemonicveins.

Ivy:Mxm.

TheysatdownandIvydishedupforherself.

Dumakude:Wheredidyougetthemoneyforthattattoo?

Ivyglancedatherfatherandsmiled.

Ivy:Myfriendisanartistdaddy.

Dumakudedidn’tevenbother.HehadstoppedgivingIvymoneysohedidn’tevenwanttoknow

whereshegotallthatmoney.

***

Thenextmorningeveryonewokeupearly...TheywereallgettingreadytotakeNolwazitothe

airport.MduwalkedtoNolwazi’sroomandknockedlightly.

Nolwazi:Comein.

HewalkedinandNolwazihadjustfinishedgettingready.

Mdu:Areyouready?



NolwazinoddedandMdugotallofherbagsandthenwalkedoutwiththem.

Nolwazicheckedtomakesurethatshehadeverythingandthenwalkeddownstairs.

Ma’Moloithengrabbedherandtookhertothekitchen.Sheheldherhandsandlookedather

intently.

Ma’Moloi:Angel...

Nolwazilookedather.

Moloi:Youwillstaystrong,right?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Moloi:Don’tletthemgettoyou,okay?

Nolwazi:Okay.

Moloi:Iloveyou.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutoo.

Theysharedahug.



Moloi:Byebyekesisi.

Nolwazi:Byema.

TheyletgoofeachotherandNolwaziwalkedouttothecarwhereeveryonewaswaiting.They

allgotinandthenMdudroveoff,withhisfathersittinginfrontwithhim.

Ivy:Soyou’rereallygoingbacktothatdouchebag?

Thandeka:ShutupZamo.

Ivyrolledhereyesandwentontoconversewithherbigsister.

AfterawhiletheyallgottotheairportandjustasNolwaziwascheckingin,Thandekadidthe

same.Everyonelookedather.

Dumakude:Andthen?

Thandeka:Haibo,youreallythinkI’mgoingtoletmydaughtergobacktothosevulturesby

herself?

Dumakudewaslostforwords.

Mdu:Mamayoucan’tbeserious.She’sgoingtoHERhome!

Thandeka:Therearesomanyspareroomskethattime.Don’tyouworryyourselves!



Dumakude:Whereareyourclothes?

Thandeka:Inherbags...

Everyonejustlookedatherinshock.

ShelookedatNolwaziandsmiled.

Thandeka:You’renotfightingthisbattlebyyourself.

Nolwazijuststoodthereanddidn’tknowhowtoreact.

Thandeka:Hambanike,wecantakeitfromhere.

Shesmiledatherfamilyandtheyalljustlookedather.

INSERT11

Theyhadnowarrivedontheotherside.Nolwazihadorganisedtransporttogetthemfromthe

airport.Shehadaskedherdriver,John,topickthemup.Sinceshetravelledalotforherjob,

Johnwashergotoguyfortransport...

Nolwazilookedathermother.

Nolwazi:Areyougood?

Thandekanoddedlightly.



Thandekaknewshewouldhavetobeverycalmthistimearound.Theplanwastokeepcooland

notshowthosepeoplethattheygottoher.Justthemerethoughtofthatelephant,Thenjiwe,

wasenoughtodrivehercrazy.Ifonlyshecouldjustsneakintoherbedroomwhilesleepingand

shoveadeadbirdinhermouth.

Theygotinthecarandofftheywent...

TheyheldhandsandNolwazismiledathermother.Sheappreciatedthesupport100%.Thisis

exactlywhataparentissupposedtodo:protectyourchildwithallyourmightandneverleave

herinthedeepend,evenifitmeansyoudrowntogether.Achildshouldneverfeelabandoned

whenthere’sapersoninthisworldwhogavebirthtohim/her.

AfterawhiletheyfinallygottothehouseandNolwazitookadeepbreathastheygotoutofthe

car.

John:I’llgetyourbagsma’am.

Nolwazi:NgiyabongakakhuluJohn.

Johnwentontogetallthebagsandafterhewasdonehesaidgoodbyeanddroveoff.

Thandeka:Nobody’shome.

Theybothlaughedlightlyandgotinside.

Thehousewassocold-Nolwazicouldn’thelpbutlaughsarcastically.

Nolwazi:Yaneh...



Thandeka:Impiloinzima!

Nolwazitriedpushingawaythehurtandhermothergrabbedabag.

Thandeka:Let’sunpackandmakethisplacefeelhomeyagain.

Nolwazinoddedandthenwentontohelphermotherwiththebags.Theygotupstairsand

unpacked.

Nolwazitookherphoneoutandsawthatshehad5missedcalls,2werefromherbossand3

werefromKwanele.Shesatontheedgeofthebedandcalledherboss.

Dean:Hello?

Nolwazi:Hi,Deanit’sNolwazi.

Dean:Oh,Ididn’tcheckthecallerid.Howareyou?

Nolwazi:I’mgoodandyou?It’sbeenquiteawhile.

Dean:I’mholdingup...Didyougetmyemail?

Nolwazi:Ohmygoodness,myworkphonehasbeenuntouched!

Dean:Noworries.TheStarwantsyoutowriteapieceonglobalisation.



Nolwazi:Dean,howintheworlddoesglobalisationconcernme?

Deanchuckled.

Dean:Theywantyoutowriteaboutitsimpactintheeconomy.

Nolwazi:Thathasgottobetheworstfocusever.Sososolazy!

Dean:Theyobviouslywanttofillupthepaperwithfluffypieces.

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Manjebayifunanini?

Dean:Itoldtheeditorthatyou’reonleavesohesaidhewouldbeincontactwithyoubutangazi

kenjengobauzifihlile.

Nolwazi:I’llgettoitnow.

Dean:You’llbedonein10minutessurely,easystuffthis.

Nolwazi:Talkaboutboringandlazyjournalism.

Theysharedalaugh.

Dean:Unjani?



Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Iaminsuchabadspaceangazingizenzeni...

Dean:Ifyouneedmetogiveyouworkthenletmeknow.

Nolwazi:Haiunjalokewena.I’mnotgoingtobeyourslave.

Dean:I’mbeingagoodbossrightnow!

Nolwazi:Haiallowmetotakemybreakplease.

Dean:Alrightthenbutdon’tsayIdidn’tofferasolution.Workalwayshelpsinsuchsituations.

Nolwazi:Ohplease,youknownothingaboutmarriage.

Dean:Aggressivemuch?

Nolwazi:GoodbyeDean.

Dean:Bye.

Nolwazidroppedthecallandquicklygotherlaptopandconnectedittothecharger.She

switcheditonandwentstraighttoheremails.Sureenoughthereweretonsofemails,mostof

themwerejusteconomyupdatesbutsheclickedtheoneDeanwastalkingaboutandgotmore

informationonthearticleshewassupposedtowrite.Afterwards,sheputthelaptopdownand

walkedtothebedroomhermotheralwayssleptinwhenshevisited.Shefoundherchangingthe



linen.

Nolwazi:MamaI’mabouttoworkonsomethingnow.

Thandeka:Don’tworryaboutmebaby.Wouldyoulikesometea?

Nolwazi:Iwouldlovesome.

Thandeka:Alrightsisi.

Nolwaziwalkedbacktoherbedroomandchangedtoaplaint-shirtandleggingsandthen

openedthecurtainsandwindows.Shethengrabbedherlaptopandphones,walkedoutofthe

houseandmadeherwaytothepatio.Thefreshairandgreatsmellofgrassfilledherandshe

smiled.Thishomehadcostsomuchtobuildfromscratchbutitwasdefinitelyworthit.The

viewwasmagnificent...Shesatdownandtookacoupleofminutestogetinherworkmode.It

hadbeensolong...

Assoonasshebegantyping,everythingelsefaded.Shewasinherhappyplace.

Shesawhermother,butpaidnoattentiontoher.Thandekaknewnotdisturbherbabywhenshe

wasinherzone.Shesimplyplacedthetrayonthetableandthenkissedherforeheadlovingly

andwalkedbackinthehouse.

TwohourspassedandNolwazitypedthatfinalsentenceandthenexhaledloudly.

Shefeltrejuvenated.

Shetookthelastsipofherteaandthenstoodupandwalkedaroundheryard.Everytimeshe

wrotearticles,shewouldwritethefirstdraft,takeawalkandgetsomefreshairandthengo

backandedit.Afterediting,shewouldtakeanotherwalkandthenreaditagainandifitstill



madesensethenshewouldsubmitit.Thiswasafluffypiecesosheknewitdidn’tneedmuch

editingbutshestilltookthatwalkjusttoclearhermind.It’scrucialtoforgetaboutwhatshe

wroteforacoupleofminutessothatsheeditswithafreshperspective,andit’seasiertospot

themistakes.

Shewalkedaroundheryardandtookinthefreshbreeze...Shewasactuallyquitesurprisedthat

shefeltsolightandstress-free.Herjobdoesthattoher.

BesidesKwanele,Economicsreallyturnedheron.

Actually,EconomicsmayjustbebetterthanKwanele.

Shechuckledatherthoughtsandthenwalkedbacktothepatioandsatdown.Shereadher

pieceoutloudandonceshewassatisfied,sheemailedtheeditorandthensentittoDeanas

well.Shecheckedalltheotheremailsandwasgladthattherewasnoemergency.Shewent

throughalltheeconomyupdatesandwouldcusswhenshecameacrosssomethingabsurd.

Justthen,anemailfromDeancamethrough:

Hi,

Nexttime,trytowritelikeaninexperienced1styearjournalismstudent,please.Wecannothave

thesemediainstitutionsthinkingyouaresomekindofprofessionaljournalist,andthensnatch

youfromus.

Yourboss,

Dean.

Nolwazilaughedsarcasticallyandthentypedareply:

Hi,

Pleasedonotrainonmyparade.Iwillneverdownplaymyphenomenalskillsjusttoeaseyour

talentlessself.MaybeIshouldconsidergoingintoJournalismpermanently?



PS:Youarenotmyboss.Technically,youandIareequals.

YoursinWRITING,

Nolwazi.

Justthen,shegotareplyfromtheeditorofTheStarthankingherforanamazingarticle.He

saiditwouldbeincludedintomorrow’spaperandNolwaziagreedandsenthimregards.

JustthenanemailfromDean:

HiSUBORDINATE,

Equals?Youandwho?BecausethelasttimeIchecked,mypaychequeisuntouchable,

comparedtoyours...

YourBOSS,

Dean.

Nolwazishookherheadandreplied:

Hi(pleasenotethatIhavethemost“disinterested”facialexpressionasItypethisunnecessary

greeting),

I’mcomingforthatposition,watchout.

YOURSINCOMPETITION,

Nolwazi.

Deanreplied:

Iamyawning.

STILLYOURBOSS,

Dean.

Nolwazichuckledassheclosedherlaptopandwalkedinsidethehouse.Shewenttothe

bedroomandalsobeganchangingthelinen...



Justthenshefeltsomeonewraptheirarmsaroundherwaistandshesaidamentalprayer.

Sheturnedaround.

Kwanelelookedathiswifeandsmiledwarmly.

Nolwazi:Lookwhatthewindblewin!

Kwanele’ssmiledisappearedandthenNolwazismiledwarmly.
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NolwazilookedatKwaneleeversokindly.

Nolwazi:Howareyou?Ihavemissedyouterribly.

SheleanedclosertohislipsandwhenKwaneleclosedhiseyes,thinkinghewasgoingtobe

kissed,Nolwazisimplylookedathim.

Afterafewsecondsofnotbeingkissed,KwaneleopenedhiseyesandlookedatNolwaziwitha

senseofconfusion.

Nolwazi:Everythingokay,love?

ShesmiledinnocentlyandKwanelejustkeptquiet.Itreallywasasadsighttosee...



Nolwazi:Howareyou?

Kwaneleclearedhisthroatandshookhishead,tryingtoerasehisthoughts.“Whatthehellis

goingonhere?”heaskedhimself.

Nolwazi:Nele?

Nolwaziwavedherhandandhesnappedoutofit.Shethenturnedaroundandcarriedonwith

changingthelinen.

Nolwazi:Yourotherwifemustbeonfire,foryoutobethisdeepinthoughthey.

Shesaidthatcoollybutdeepdownshewasactuallyveryhurt.Clearlythisgirlhashimwrapped

upinherfinger.“God,howintheworldamIgoingtocopewiththis?Noneofthisisokay,”she

thought,“MaybeitwasabadideacomingbackherebecauseIamnotstrongenoughforthis.”

Kwanele:Youleftwithouttellingme.

Nolwazi:Whatexactlywereyougoingtodo?

Kwanele:ComeonLwazi.

Nolwaziwenttotheothersideofthebedandchangedthepillowcases.

Nolwazi:WhatwereyougoingtodohadIcalledyou?

Kwanele:Iwouldn’tletyouleave,youknowthis.



Nolwazi:Soyouweregoingtodesertyourwifeonyourfirstnighttogethertocometosillyold

me?

Nolwazichuckledlightlyasshefocusedonthebed.

Kwanelesighedheavilyandscratchedhishead.

Nolwazi:Sillyolddramaticme...

Shefinishedupandthenwalkedtothebathroom.

“Thisisamentalthing,”shethought,“MaybeI’mnotgoodwithmentalgames.”

ShewalkedbacktothebedroomandfoundKwanelesittingontheedgeofthebed.

Kwanele:Woza.

ShewalkedtothebedandsatdownandKwanelepulledhercloser.

Kwanele:Ithoughtyouweren’tgoingtocomeback.

Nolwazi:Andwhyisthat?

Kwanelekeptquietandavoidedhereyes.

Nolwazi:Haveyoueaten?



Kwaneleshookhishead.

Nolwazi:Wouldyoulikemetopreparesomethingoryou’resorted,thatside?

Kwanele:Lwazi...

Nolwazilookedathiminnocently.

Nolwazi:I’mjustasking...

KwanelerememberedthathehadleftTholiinthehouse,preparinglunch.

Kwanele:I’mstarving.

Nolwazi:Okay.

ShestoodupandwalkedoutofthebedroomandKwaneleloweredhisbodyandlayonthebed,

facingup.Hehadmissedthisbedsomuch.NowhehadtogobackandforthtoTholi’shouse

andthishouse.Itwasalltoomuchadmin.

Nolwaziwalkeddownstairsandfoundhermotherinthekitchen.

Nolwazi:Letmecookformyhusband.

Thandekalookedatherdaughterandrolledhereyes.



Nolwazi:Myhusbandishungry.

Thandeka:Ngazizwangifunaukuhlanza.

Nolwazichuckledandtheybothbegantakingoutallthenecessarythings.

Nolwazi:I’llpreparehisfavouritedish.I’mhistrophywifeafterall.

Thandeka:NgicelaumetuuLwazi.

Nolwazilaughedlightlyandcontinuedtomockhermother.Justthen,therewasabuzzto

indicatethatsomeonewasoutsidethegate.

Thandeka:Whocouldthatbe?

Shewenttothebuzzerandpressedthespeakerbutton.

Thandeka:Hello?

ThenjiwealmostdiedwhensheheardThandeka’svoice.

Thenjiwe:I’moutside.

ThandekaandNolwaziglancedateachotherandthenThandekatookadeepbreath.

Thandeka:Weknowyouareoutsidebutwhoareyou?



Thenjiwe:Haibonjalo.

Thandeka:Okaythen,goodbye.

Shewalkedbacktothesinkandcarriedonrinsingthevegetables.

Thandeka:Thatwomanirksmesomuch.

Nolwazi:Manjeyouwon’topen?

Thandeka:USataneujumpaama-fensebaby.

TheybothlaughedandjustthenKwanelewalkedinandNolwazilookedathim.

Kwanele:Uhmumamauthiungaphandle.

Nolwazi:Who?Yourmother?

Kwanele:Yes,shesayssheaskedtobebuzzedin.

Nolwazi:No,shedidnot.

Thandeka:Haikeitmeanswearedeaf.

Kwanele:No,it’sokay.



Hepressedthebuttonandwalkedovertothefridgetogethimselfabottleofwater.

Minuteslaterthedooropenedandtheyheardfootsteps.

ThandekaglancedatNolwaziandwinkedatherhumorously.

Thenjiwewalkedinthekitchenandassessedeverything.SheglancedateveryoneandKwanele

clearedhisthroat.

Kwanele:Sawubonama.

Thenjiwe:Ihavebeenwaitingfor10minutes!

Nolwazi:Thenthereissomethingwrongwiththebuzzerkemama.

ThenjiwelookedatNolwazisuspiciouslyandthensnappedhertongue.Kwanelelookedat

Nolwaziinconfusion.Hiswife’sbehaviourreallypuzzledhim,evenThandeka’scalmnesswas

suspicious.

Thandekaontheotherhand,focusedonhervegetablesbecauseshewasavoidingdrama.

Kwanele:Singakusizangani?

Kwanelehimselfwasn’tthrilledtoseehismother.

Kwanele:Whatdoesthisconcern?



Titi:Yournewyoungwife.

ThandekaandNolwazicarriedonfocusingonthefoodlikenothingwassaid...Lifewasgoodfor

them,wellinpretenceofcourse.Nolwazi’sheartsankalmostimmediatelybutshehadtokeep

astraightface.

ThenjiwelookedatNolwazi’smother,knowingthatshewouldspeakoutbutshegottheshock

ofherlifewhennooneflinchedathercomment.Shethenlookedatherson,annoyingly.

Kwanelewalkedawayangrily.

NolwazithenlookedupatTiti.

Nolwazi:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrinkma?

ThenjiwestaredatNolwaziintensely.

“Whatisgoingonhere?Whyissheokayaboutthis?Whathappenedtothatsadandpathetic

NolwaziIlastsaw?”Thenjiwethought.

Nolwazismiledwarmly.

Nolwazi:Itakeityou’reokay?

Thenjiwegroanedangrilyandthenfollowedafterherson.Assoonasshedisappeared,Nolwazi

exhaledloudly.Sheturnedtolookathermother.



Nolwazi:Madon’tover-chopthoseveggiesphela.

ThandekaputdowntheknifeandlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:TheDevilistryingme.

Nolwazismiledsympatheticallybecausesheunderstoodexactlywhathermotherwasfeeling.

Anyway,theycarriedonwiththeircookingandafteralongtime,Thenjiwewalkedbacktothe

kitchenwithKwanelefollowingher.

Thenjiwe:SiyaeDundee.

BothNolwaziandThandekalookedup.

Titi:We’rehavingatraditionalceremonysothewholefamilywillbethere,includingTholakele’s.

Thandeka:Whenisallofthishappening?

Titi:We’reheadingtherein3days.

Thandeka:Andwhenwereyouplanningoninformingus?

Thenjiwesmiledslyly.

Titi:Kantingenzanimanjesisi?



ThandekalookedatNolwazi.

Nolwazi:I’msupposedtobebackatworkin2days.

Titi:Haisisidon’tworry,youdon’thavetobet-

Thandeka:Worrynot,theDumakudeswilldefinitelybethere.Wewouldn’tmissitfortheworld

mydear.

ThenjiwegrittedherteethandThandekasmiled.

Thandeka:Lwaziwilleasilygetanextendedleave.I’llletmyhusbandknowandthey’llflydown

hereandwewilljoinyou.

TitilookedatKwanelesharplyandKwaneledidn’tevennoticebecausehewasfocusingon

Nolwazi,tryingtofigureoutherfacialexpression.

Titi:Wewillbeincontact.

Thandeka:Nexttime,sayyournamebeforeyoubuzzthegateyezwasisi?Justsaveusallthe

troubleanddrama.

TitiwasabouttosaysomethingbutNolwaziandThandekahadalreadymovedtheirattentionto

theirfood.Shethencussedquietlyandthenwalkedoutofthehouseanddisappeared.

NolwazilookedatKwanelebrieflybeforefocusingonthepotsonceagain.



INSERT14

Afteralongtime,lunchwasfinallyready.NolwazipreparedthetableandthenThandekaputthe

foodonthetable.

Thandeka:Gochangesisi.

Nolwazi:Change?

Thandeka:*whispering*Howisthismangoingtobegforyourlovewhenyoulooksodull?

Nolwazi:Ohhaikodwama.

Thandeka:Go!

NolwazireluctantlymadeherwayupstairstotheirbedroomandfoundKwanelesleeping.She

walkedtothebathroomandcleanedherselfupquicklyandthenwalkedbacktothebedroom

whereshebeganlotioningherself.

Kwaneleheardthismovementandthenrepositionedsohecouldwatchhiswife.Everyfibrein

himwantedtoreachoutandhelpherashenormallywouldbutthenthingshadchangedabitso

hefeltlikehewaswalkingonthinice.

NolwaziknewKwanelewaswatchingsoshegavehimashow.Shelotionedherarmscarefully

andthenslowlyrubbedthelotiononherstomachandwentupherbreasts.Sheslowlystroked

herselfuntilthelotionsettled.Shethenapplieditonherthighsandthencarefullywentin

betweenthem;shebentdownslightlyandbeganrubbingherself.

Kwanelecouldn’ttakeitanymore.Beforeheknewit,hewasalreadyreachingoutandpullingher

towardshim.



Nolwazisquealedinshock.

Kwanele:Letmehelpyou.

Helockedherinbetweenhislegs.Astemptingasitwas,sheknewshehadtonipitinthebud

realquicksoshepulledoutofhimgentlyandthensmiled.

Nolwazi:I’mgood,thanks.

Kwanele’sjawopenedabitandhejustwatchedindisbeliefasshefinishedup.Littledidhe

knowthatNolwaziwantedhimjustasmuchashewantedher.Shewalkedtothewalk-incloset

andbeganbrowsingthroughherdresses.

“Ireallydon’twanttodothistoKwanele...”shethought,“ButIcanseeallofthishashim

confusedsoIguessit’sworthatry.”

Shepickedtheperfectdressandworeit,withoutanylingerie.

“Surelyheelsareabittoomuch?Butthenagain,whatelsecouldIpossiblywearwiththis

dress?”

Shesighedasshepickedapairofheelsandmadeherwaybacktothebedroom.

Kwanele’smouthliterallyopenedwhenhesawNolwazi.

Kwanele:Lwazi.



Nolwaziwenttositontheedgeofthebednexttoherhusband.Shebentdownandslippedin

herheels.

Nolwazi:Yes?

Kwanelekeptquiet,hereallydidn’tknowwhatexactlyhewantedtosaybecauseallofthisjust

feltverystrange.Hewasn’tsurewhatwashappening.

Onceherheelswerefine,shesatupproperlyandthenglancedatKwanelekindly.

Nolwazi:EverythingokayNele?

Theystaredateachotherandshetriedtokeepastraightface.Shehonestlywantedtokick

somesenseintohimandmakehimrealisehowfoolishhehasbeenallthistimehowevershe

managedtokeephercool.

Shestoodupandwalkedtothemirrorandthensatdownandbeganapplyingjustalittlebitof

makeup.

SheavoidedKwanele’seyecontactviathemirror.Afterawhileshefinishedupandthenwalked

overtoKwaneleandreachedtohim.

Shesmiledwarmly.

Nolwazi:Asambe.

Shepulledhimupandthenheinstantlywrappedhisarmsaroundherwaistandthenpulledher

closer.



“It’sreallyunfortunatethatI’mnotgoingtobeabletoshowhimagoodtimewiththiserection

ofhis,shethought.“Hisotherwifewillhavetodealwithhishard-onsfromnowonwards.”

Kwaneletriedkissingherandshewentinfortheclassicpeckonthecheek.Shegentlyremoved

hisarmsfromherandthenheldhishandandledhimdownstairs.

Thandekawatchedastheyapproachedtheeatingtableandshewantedtolaugh.Kwanele’s

erectionwassovisible-italmostmadehimlooklikeanidiotbecausethepoormanwouldn’tbe

gettinganyfromherdaughter.

Theygottothetable.

Thandeka:Haveaseat,son.

KwanelelookedatThandekaandherdaughtersuspiciously.

“Arethesetwotryingtokillme?Iamconvincedtheyare!AlltheseweirdvibesI’mgettingsurely

meansomething,”hethought,“FuckIneedtokeepmycoolandavoideatingtheirfood.”

Theyallsatdown.

Nolwazi:ShouldIdishupforyou,mylove?

Kwanelenoddedlightlyandwatchedhiswife’severymove,makingsureshedoesn’tsneak

anythinginhisplate.Nolwazidishedupforhimslowlyandthengavehimhisplate.

Nolwazi:Wineorjuice?



Kwanele:Juice,please.

“ThereisnowayI’mgoingtoallowthemtomakemedrunk,”hethought.

Nolwazipouredherhusbandaglassofjuiceandthenplaceditnexttohim.

Kwanele:Ngiyabonga.

Nolwazinoddedandthenlookedathermother.

Nolwazi:ShouldIdishupforyouaswellma?

Thandekasmiledproudly.

Thandeka:Yesplease,madam.

Nolwazichuckledasshedishedupforhermother.

Thandeka:Nottoomuchmeatbaby,IneedtokeepthisfigureformyVusiphela.

TheybothlaughedandKwanelelookedatthemintently,makingsurehedoesn’tlosetrackof

them.

Thandeka:Phelathesedays,thesemenwillcheatonyouifyouletgoofyourself.

“Thatwasobviouslydirectedatme,”thoughtKwaneleashecontinuedtostareatthem.



Nolwazi:Kunzima.

Thandeka:RemindmetocallVusiafterweeatsoIcantellhimaboutthetriptoDundee.

Nolwazi:Sure.

ShefinishedupdishingforhermotherandherselfandthentheybothlookedatKwanele.

Thandeka:Babawekhaya,willyoublessthefood?

Kwaneleshiftedinhisseatandthenclearedhisthroat.

Kwanele:Canwebowourheads?

Thandeka:Okson.

BothThandekaandNolwazibowedtheirheadsbutKwanelemadesurehisheadremainedup.

Kwanele:Fatherwethankyouforthefoodweareabouttoeat.

HethenglancedatNolwaziandThandekaastheyclosedtheireyes.

Kwanele:Mayyoucontinuetoblessusabundantlyandmaywecontinuetopraiseandthank

you.



Heclosedhiseyesbriefly.

Kwanele:Amen.

Thandeka:Amen.

Nolwazi:Amen.

Theyallopenedtheireyesandbeganeating.Well,Kwanelewaitedforthemtoeatfirstandonce

theyhadswallowedandhewasconvincedthattheywouldstayalive,hewentontoeat,feeling

slightlysafer.

Kwanele:Thankyouforthemeal.

Nolwazilookedathimandsmiled.Asmuchasshetriedhatinghim,shereallycouldn’tallow

herselfto.Therereallywasn’tspaceforhateinherheartmoreespeciallyforsomeonewho

ownedherheart.

Thandeka:Manjeuzolalaphitonightbhuti?

KwanelelookeddownashamedlyandNolwaziglancedathermother,hopingshewouldeaseup

alittlebitbutThandekarolledhereyesjustbeforeKwanelelookedupagain.

Kwanele:Idon’twanttooverstep.

HesaidthiswhilestaringatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Haikesizozwangawe...



Nolwazifocusedonherfoodandavoidedtheemotionsthatwerecreepinguponher.Honestly

ifhermotherwasn’tthereshewouldn’tbeabletodoallofthis.Maybeinacoupleofdaysshe

wouldgetthehangofitbutshecouldn’thelpbutwonderhowlongitwouldcontinue.Surelyshe

couldn’tlivetherestofherlifelikethis?

Shesighedandshookherheadlightly.

Kwanele:Lwazi?

Nolwazi:Ihaveplansfortonightsoitwouldbeuselessforyoutostay.

BothThandekaandKwanelelookedather.

Nolwazi:IhaveagaladinnerthatIneedtoattendtonight.

Thandeka:Ohyes,Irememberyoumentioningit.

Shehadnevermentionedanythingtohermotherbutshewasgladtohavesomebackup.

Kwanele:Galadinner?

Nolwazinodded.

Kwanele:Uhambawedwa?

Nolwazi:Yebo.



KwanelefocusedonhisfoodandNolwazilookedathermothernervously.Shealwayswentwith

Kwaneletothesetypesofworkeventssoshefeltbadforrejectinghimlikethis.

Thandekatriedreassuringherwithhereyes.Shedidn’twantherdaughtertolosetheplot

becauseshewasdoingsowellsofar.

Nolwazishookherheadandcamebacktohersenses.Heck,shereallyneededtostopfeeling

sorryforthisman.“Ifhecouldbetraymelikethisthenhesureashellcanhandlealittle

rejectionfromme,”shethought,“Loveaside,thissonofabitchdeserveseverythingI’mgoingto

dotohim.”
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Thandekawalkedtothekitchenwiththeplates.JustasNolwaziwasabouttostandupsoshe

couldassisthermother,Kwanelepulledherandshefoundherselfsittingonhislap.

Kwanele:Don’tdothis.

Helookedather,pleadingwithhiseyes.Ahugepartofhimwantedtotakemorecontrolbut

anotherpartofhimwantedtogiveNolwazithenecessaryspacetodealwiththis.Heknewhe

wasinnopositiontotrytomakedemands...Hewasinaverystrangepositionandhewondered

ifitwouldeverstop.

NolwazilookedatKwanelewithastraightface.

Nolwazi:Ihavetogo.

Kwanelesighedheavilyandthennodded.HecouldonlytrustandhopethatNolwaziwouldn’tdo

anythingoutofcharacter...Hewasafraidoflosingherbecauseofhischoices.Heloosenedhis

holdonherandshestoodupandtooktherestofthestufftothekitchen.Hestoodupand



walkedupstairstothebedroom.Justthen,Nolwazi’sphonerangandhewalkedovertowhereit

wasandcheckedthecallerid.ItwasIvy.

Hecontemplatedleavingitbutthenhemissedhissister-in-law.Heactuallywasfondofher

weirdandrebelliousways.

Heanswered.

Kwanele:Hello?

Ivy:Uhmwho’sthis?

Kwanele:Ismyvoicethatunrecognisablenow?

Ivy:Kwanele?

Kwanelesmiled,hehadn’tspokentoZamoinawhile.

Kwanele:Yes,it’sme.

Ivy:Arghgosuckadickbruh.

ShedroppedthecallandKwanelestoodtherefeelinglikehehadjustbeenthrownwithabucket

fullofvomit.Wasthishislifenow?Constanttears,insultsandsarcasm?Maybehehadn’t

thoughtthisoutproperlybecausetherepercussionsseemedextreme.Toomanypeoplewere

hurt.

Nolwazi:Myphone?



HequicklysnappedoutitandrealisedthatNolwaziwasstandingthere.Hehandedherthe

phoneandthensatontheedgeofthebed.

Kwanele:ThatwasIvy.

Nolwazi:Ohokay,utheni?

Kwanele:Notmuch.

NolwazichuckledbecauseitwasclearthatZamosaidsomethingthatoffendedhim.

Kwanele:Sowhenisyourgaladinner?

Nolwazi:7pm.

Kwanelenoddedlightlyandwatchedassheopenedtheslidingthedoorandwenttostand

outsidethebalcony.

Nolwazi:Theseflowersaredead.

Kwanele:Isit?

Shecamebackinwiththevaseandshowedthemtohim.

Nolwazi:Thingsseemtobeperishingthesedays...



Kwanele’sheartsankevenfurther.Hestoodupandgrabbedhisphone.

Nolwazi:Areyouleaving?

Kwanele:ClearlyI’munwantedhere.

NolwazilaughedboldlyandKwanelestoodthereandtightenedhisjaw.Hewasgettingangryby

thesecond.Allthesejabsweregettingtohimandhewantedtoremovehimselffromthe

situationbecausedeepdownheknewhewasstillinthewrong.

Nolwazi:Byebyemuntuwami.

ShewalkedoutwiththedeadflowersandleftKwanelethere...Justthen,hisphonerangand

whenhecheckedthecalleridhetookadeepbreath.Heansweredafteracoupleofrings.

Kwanele:Tholakele.

Tholi:WhereareyouKwani?

Hervoicewasamerewhisper.

“Ah,shecan’tbecryingagain!Irefusetobelievethatsheiscrying,”hethought,“Ithasn’teven

been4hourssinceIleftthehouse.”

Kwanele:I’monmyway.

Tholi:Uyabuya?



Kwanele:YeboTholakele.

Tholi:Okay.

Kwaneletookadeepbreathandclosedhiseyes.

Kwanele:I’mcomingokay?

Hisvoicewasgentlenow.Herealisedthathecouldn’ttakeouthisfrustrationsonherbecause

shewasalsoinnocentinherownway.

Tholiheardthechangeintone.

Tholi:Okay.

Kwanele:Giveme30minutes,okay?

Tholi:Okay.

Kwanele:Byebye.

Tholi:Bye.

KwaneledroppedthecalljustasNolwaziwalkedbackin.Nolwazimerelyacknowledgedhim,

shesimplywalkedpasthimandwentstraighttothebalcony.Hecontemplatedfollowingher

butdecidednottosohewalkedoutofthebedroomandmadehiswaydownstairs.



Thandeka:Areyouleaving,son?

Kwanele:Yeboma.

Thandeka:UhambekahleShengejunior.

Shechuckled.

Kwanelecouldsensethesarcasminthetoneanditdidn’tsitwellwithhim,justasalltheother

jabsdidn’t.Hesimplynoddedandthenwalkedoutofthehouseandmadehiswaytothecar

anddroveout.

Thandeka:NolwaziCamillaButhelezi!

ThandekayelleduntilNolwazimadeherwaydownstairs.

Nolwazi:Yes,ThandekaBeatriceDumakude?

Thandeka:Wooouzoswabawena!

TheybothlaughedbecauseThandekahatedher“apartheid”name.

Thandeka:Yourhubbyisgonewiththewind!

Nolwazisulkedandwentclosetohermothersoshecouldhugher.

Nolwazi:Iwanthimback.Mamadidyouseehowgloomyhelooked??



Thandekahuggedherandthenshookher.

Thandeka:Hedidlooksheepishshamekodwakeheneedstofeelrejectedandridiculed.You

don’tmesswithpeople’slivesandthenthinklifewillmoveonswiftly.

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:YoushouldhaveseenhimwhenIwasgettingdressed.

Thandekalaughed.

Thandeka:I’msureyoualmostgaveupwhenyousawthaterection.EvenIwasamazedbyit!

Nolwazi:Mama!

Theylaughedandhuggedagain.

Nolwazi:ButIthinkIsecretlyenjoymessingwithhimlikethis,eventhoughI’mstillhurt.

Thandeka:Let’skeepitup,whoknows?Goodthingsmightjusthappen!

Nolwazi:Ijustdon’tgetexactlywhywe’redoingthis.

Thandeka:Heneedstoknowthathecannottakeforgrantedwhathehas.Heneedstobegfor

yourloveandonceallthehurtandangerassettled,youwillbeabletodecidewhatyouwantto

do.AsmuchasIwantyoutopackupandleave,webothknowthatwillnothappen-now.



Nolwazi:There’snogoingbacktohowwewere.

Thandeka:Thenlet’splaywithhismindabitwhileyougettohealontheside.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Thandeka:Nowdoyouknowwhatyou’regoingtowearforthegala?

Nolwazi:Idon’tthinkIwanttogo.Iuseditjusttogethimtoleave.Ihatehimsomuch.

Thandeka:Yetyoulovehim.

Nolwazi:Ineedhim.

Thandeka:Yetyouwantnothingtodowithhim.

Nolwazi:Lovereallyisn’tblackandwhiteisit?

Thandeka:Itcomeswithitscomplications.Yourheartwillwanthimsobadly.

Nolwazi:Butyourbrainwillnagyouaboutallthehurthehasbroughttoyou.

Thandeka:Battleoftherationalandirrational.Doyougowiththeheartthatiswillingtoforgive



andcontinueloving?

Nolwazi:Ordoyougowiththebrainthatknowsyoudeservebetter?

Theybothsighedindefeat.

Thandeka:Youcan’tlovesomeonefoolishlybecausethat’sjustdangerousbutatthesametime

youcan’talwayscalculateordividetheamountofloveyougive...It’saconstantbattlebutafter

awhileyourealisethatyouneedtofindabalancebetweenthetwo...Beingrationallyirrational.

Nolwazi:Beingrationallyirrationally?

Shechuckled.

Nolwazi:Ilikethat...

Thandeka:Sofornow,let’smakehimsufferabit...Maybethroughthisexperienceyou’llgetan

AHAmomentwhereeverythingclicksandyouseewhereyouwanttogowithyourmarriage.

Nolwaziwasbeyondappreciativeofhermother’spresence.Shehadalwaysbeenclosetoher

butthiswasdifferent.Theygottobondonsuchadeeperlevelandshewasthankfulforsome

ofthelifelessonsshelearntfromher.

Theymadetheirwayupstairsandgottothebedroom.Nolwazicheckedherphone.

Nolwazi:Thulicalled.

Thandeka:Isit?



Nolwazinoddedasshedialledherbestfriend’snumber.Ithadbeenawhilesincetheyspoke...

Thankfully,Nolwazi’sfriendsknewwhentobackoffandwhentoreachout.

Thephonerangforawhileanditwaseventuallyanswered.

Thuli:Lwazi?

Nolwazi:Heythere.

Thuli:Ohmygoodnessmyfriend,unjani?

Nolwazi:I’mdo-

Thuli:Waitwaitletmeputyouonspeaker,we’reallhere.

Sheheardsomeshufflingandsecondslatershewaslaughingbecauseherfriendswherenow

arguingaboutwhowouldholdthephone.

Nolwazi:Yaziyoucouldeasilyputitonthetableorsomething?

Slindile:PleasetellthattoThuli.Angaziubaniomenzeum’phathi.Justbecauseshewonacase

shethinksshe’stheshit.

Thuli:ThedayIslapyouwenaSly?

Slindile:Ohpl-



Nolwazi:Thuliyouwonthecase?

Thuli:Uhmbutwhoarewetalkingabouthere?OfcourseIwonthecase.

Slindile:WeehsafeJehova!

Nolwazi:Siyakubongela,welldonemngani.

ThuliwastheonewhointroducedKwaneletoNolwazi...She’sclosetobothofthemsothis

situationwasveryawkwardforher.

Nolwazi:UphiuNomthandazo?

BothSlindileandThulilaughed.

Nolwazi:Ohno,wenzenimanje?

Slindile:Yourgirlisdrunk.

Nolwazi:WellIwishIwasher.

Slindile:Nomanweneedtoseeyou,whereareyou?

Nolwazi:Endlini.



Slindile:Areyoualone?

Nolwazi:WhoelsewouldIbewith?

Slindile:Yaziwereallyneedtoreportthatdouchetothepolice.Surelyyi-rapelentoayenzayo

withthat22yearold.

Thuli:Slindile!

Slindile:HaisukawenaSwitzerland.Beingneutralisnotacutelookforyou.Yourbuddyisa

pieceofshit.

Therewasanawkwardsilence.

Slindile:We’reonourwaykeLwazi.

Nolwazisighed.

Slindile:Haibowaphefumulelaphezulunjesisi?Weareonourway!

Thuli:ListenLwazi,you’llletusknow-

Nolwazi:Noit’sfinewozani.

Slindile:Thulisilelet’sgo.

Thuli:UhmLwaziIknowyouneedyourspace-



Nolwazi:Wozani,it’sfine.

Thuli:Areyousure?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Thuli:Okaythen.

Nolwazi:Bye.

Thuli:Byelove.

Nolwazidroppedthecallandthenlookedathermother.

Thandeka:Aretheycomingover?

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Don’tbegloomymannawe.Youcoulddowithadistraction...NaminjeIneed

Nomthandazotogetheresowecanfinishabottleofwinetogether.

Nolwazi:Heheapparentlyshehasalreadypassedout.

Thandeka:Ohhaikodwashewillneverchange.



Thandekastoodupandbeganwalkingout.

Thandeka:Don’tallowyourselftobethedepressedlover.It’sveryeasytogetsuckedintobeing

depressed...Don’tdothattoyourself.Takealltheloveandsupportyoucanget.Shuttingitout

onlyharmsyoubaby.

Withthatsaid,shewalkedout.
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SlyandThuliwalkedincarryingaverydrunkNomthandazo.

Nolwazi:OhhaikodwauNomi.

Thuli:Nginyanyekabinje.

Theywalkedtotheloungeandplacedheronthecouch.

Sly:Let’sgositoutside,Ineedsomefreshair.

Nolwazi:Alright.

Justthen,ThandekawalkeddownthestairsandthenSlyandThulirantoherexcitedlyandthey

sharedhugs.

Thandeka:Ninjanikodwazithandwazami?



Sly:Wooimpiloinzima.

Theyalllaughed.

Thandeka:UphiuNomi?

Nolwazi:Nangula.

ThandekawalkedovertothecouchandlookeddownatNomiwhowaspassedout.

Thandeka:Angithandikodwawhensheisthisdrunk.

Thuli:Thereisnostoppingher.

Thandeka:Noman,sheneedstodoitinmoderation,yaziiphuzafaceayidlali?

Sly:Weneedanotherintervention.

Nolwazi:Comeon,cuthersomeslack.

Sly:Ohho.

Theycarriedonchattingforawhile.

Thandeka:Mybabies,itwasgoodseeingyoukodwaIhavetogo.



Thuli:Itwasgoodseeingyoutooma.

Thandeka:Shapke.

Nolwazi:Uzobuyanini?

Thandeka:Don’tworryI’llbebackbeforeyouleave.

Sly:Andwhereareyougoingmadam?

Thandeka:Letmeleaveyougirlstocatchup,byebyeke.

TheysaidgoodbyetoThandekaandshedisappeared.Theythenmadetheirwayoutsideand

wenttositbythegazebo.

Sly:Whereareyougoingfriend?

Nolwazi:Galadinner.

Thuli:Isitforwork?

Sly:Obviously.

ThulirolledhereyesandthenbecameseriousasshelookedatNolwazi.

Thuli:Howareyou?



Nolwazisighedheavilyandshookherhead.

Nolwazi:KunzimashameI’mnotevengoingtolie.IfeellikeI’mhavinganoutofbody

experience.

BothSlyandThulinodded.

Nolwazi:ButI’mtryingnottosulktoomuch.

Sly:YouknowI’mallaboutsettlingthescoressowhat’syourplan?

Nolwazi:OhhaikodwaSlindile.

Sly:Thatmandidyousowrong!Fuck,Idon’tthinkI’veeverhatedsomeonesomuch!

Thuli:Areyoucopingthoug-

Sly:StoptryingtochangethesubjectThuli,Kwaneleiswrongandthereisnojustifyingit.Stop

thisneutralthingofyours.

Thuli:Whatneutralthing?YouknowI’mgettingverytiredofyou-

Sly:Mxmsomuchforbeingafriend.

Thuli:Whatisth-



Nolwazirubbedhereyesandzonedthemoutastheywentonarguing.Thesetwolovedeach

otherbuttheproblemwasthatbothofthemwereverystubborn.Yes,theyfoughtallthetime

buttheyknewthattheirfriendshipwasdeepsotheargumentsneverlasted.

Thuli:You’resoan-

Nolwazi:Okayokayokay!

Bothofthemlookedatherandshesmiled.

Nolwazi:Canweatleastdrinksomethingsowecanallbecalm?

Sly:Gogetsomechampagne,Ibroughtusthenicenice.

Nolwazialreadyknewwhatshewastalkingabout.Wheneveroneofthemwasgoingthrough

something,theywouldallgettogether,drinkupandgethigh.Nothingcomparedtobeing

recklesswithyourfriendsinthesafetyofyourhouse.Allofthemlivedbusylivessothese

moments,althoughsad,broughtthemtogether.

Nolwazistoodupandwalkedinsidethehouse.Shortlyafter,shecamebackwithabottleof

champagneand3glasses.Slyhadalreadyrolled3jointsforthem.Shelitthemandtheyallsat

thereandcaughtupwitheachother’slives.

ThulisileisanIntellectualPropertylawyerandherjobentailsofprovidinglegalassistanceto

artists,inventorsandotherswhoneedhelpmanagingtheirpublishedandunpublishedwork.

Shefocusesmoreonprotectingherclients’exclusiverightstotheirintellectualproperty.She

metNolwazisixyearsagoatsomerandomoneweekenvironmentalawarenessconference.

Theywereplacedinthesamegroupsotheybasicallysaweachotherfrom8am-4pmeveryday

forthatweek.Oncetheconferencewasovertheyhaddevelopedagoodacquaintanceshipso

theycontinuedtostayincontactandmonthslater,theybecamegoodfriends.Thuliisavery

downtoearthperson,alittlebitlikeNolwazi.Sheis29yearsoldandisinanonandoff

relationshipwithherexhusband.Shehasalwaysbeenonetoshyawayfromserious

relationshipsbutwhenshemetherex-husband,sheletdownherguardandfollowedherheart-



whichledherstraighttomarriage.Theygotmarriedafter3yearsofdatingandthingswere

perfectlyperfectbutthatwasuntilherinsecuritiesgotthebetterofher.Shebecametheclassic

jealouswifewhothrivedoncheckingherhusband’severymove.For3yearsherworldrevolved

onsnoopingaroundandarguingwithPatonhersuspicions.Twoyearsintothemarriage,Pat

decidedthathehadhadenoughandsotheygotadivorce.Unfortunately,hecouldn’tdenythat

Thuliwastheperfectwomanforhim-theonlyproblemwasherinsecuritiesandconstant

nagging.Theybegandatingeachotheragainandit’sbeenarollercoasterofarideeversince...

Theyhavebeenonandoffforthepastyear.Nolwazididn’tagreewithThuli’sways...Becauseof

thewayshewasraised,Nolwazifeltliketheygaveuptooquickly.Shealsofeltlikesincethey

weredivorcedthentherewasnothingbindingthemsotheyneededtoeithercuttiescompletely

orgetremarriedtoavoidthisteenagebackandforth.

ThulihadinvitedNolwazitoaworkfunctionthatwastakingplaceinherlawfirmbecauseatthe

time,sheandPatwerenotongoodtermssocouldn’tbringhimasherplusone.Whilethere,

Thuli’sgoodfriendandcolleague,Kwanele,tookaninterestinNolwazi.Beingthegoodfriend

thatsheis,Thuliwasmorethanhappytoplaymatchmaker.Forthenextcoupleofmonthsshe

putallhereffortsintomakingNolwaziandKwaneleaunit.Thankfully,shesucceededbecause

theyclickedinstantly.OfcourseNolwazigaveKwaneleatoughtime...Also,shewasstillhung

uponherexatthetimesoKwanelehadalotofdamagecontroltodo.Nolwaziwasstillavirgin

butshewasveryknowledgeableaboutrelationships,viaherex,soshewasn’ttheclassicvirgin

whowasstillignorantandgullible.Afterayearofcourtship,Kwanelefinallygotinandithas

beenagoodrideeversince.Thulistillpridesherselfinbeingthe“founder”ofthesetwo’s

relationship.However,becausesheisclosetobothofthem,thingswouldalwaysgetawkward

whentheyhadarguments...Butnowshecouldgiveanythingtodealwiththoseotherarguments

thanwhattheywerecurrentlyfacing.HerloyaltywascutbetweenbothNolwaziandKwanele

andshewashavingadifficulttimesupportingbothofthemequally...

NowSlindileisthereprimanderofthegroup.Shespeakstruthandnothingbutthetruth-evenif

itcutsthereceiver.Sheownsaneventscompanythatdoescatering,decorandalltheother

aspectsofpullingofafantasticevent-beitawedding,birthday,babyshower-anyeventyou

wanttopulloff,shewasthegotoperson.Herbusinesswasgrowingonthedailythankstothe

goodreviewsshereceives.ShegotadegreeinPharmacybutonceshegotoutofuniversityshe

putitasideanddecidedthatshewantedtobeintouchwithhercreativeandbusiness-oriented

sidesoafter4yearsoffocusingonaBachelorofPharmacy,shewentbacktoschoolbutonly

thistimeshetookcoursesinBusiness,TourismandCatering.Shewantedtobeanall-round

businesswomanwhowouldbehands-onwhenshestartedherowncompany.Asshestudied,

shetookupinternshipsonthesidejustsoshecouldgainallthenecessaryexperienceinevents

management...Assoonasshewasdoneshewasreadytostartherownthing.Whenshewas

ready,sheseekedaidfromacertainlawfirmandshewasledtoThuli.Thuli,whowasthe

IntellectualPropertyguru,assistedSlindileingettinghercompanyregisteredandensuredthat

allherpaperworkwasfiledandapproved.Throughthatworkrelationship,afriendship



blossomedandtheyhaveneverlookedback...

WhenKwaneleproposedtoNolwaziandweddingplanswereunderway,itwasobviousthat

ThuliwasgoingtosuggestSlindile’scompanytodoalltheorganisingandexecution.Nolwazi

wasabithesitantatfirstbecausethecompanywasstilldeveloping.Thulisawthisasan

opportunityforherfriend,Sly,tomakeasolidnameforherselfintheeventsfield.Aftermuch

convincing,NolwazifinallyagreedandSly’scompanywasresponsiblefortheplanningofthe

wedding.Atthatpointintime,Slywasstillunder-staffedsothatmeantshehadtobeonthe

foregroundatalltimes.Throughthis,shegottointeractwithNolwaziandonceagain,a

friendshipblossomed.SlindileprovedtobeanamazingplannerandafterNolwazi’swedding,

moreoffersandopportunitiescameherway.Herbusinessgrewtremendouslyandshehasnow

takenoverherfield.

These3becamebestfriendsinthenext2years...

Twoyearsago,ThandekacalledNolwazi,informingherthatthedaughterofherclosefriend

wasmovingtoDurbanandwouldneedsomeaccommodationforjustacoupleofweeks...This

ishowNomthandazocameintothepicture.Shewasa27yearoldaspiringactresswhoneeded

abreakfromlife.Theactingfieldisacut-throatfieldandifoneisnotbuilttohandlecountless

rejectionsthentheyshouldthinktwiceaboutgettingin.Nomthandazo,knownasNomi,hadan

HonoursdegreeinEngineeringbuttheonlyreasonshepursueditwasbecauseherfatherwas

forcefulaboutit.Sheworkedasanengineerfor5yearsandwhensheturned26,shequither

job(everymonthwaslikeshewonthelottery)anddecidedthatshewantedtodoacting.Even

ThandekawasabitshockedbythisbutshewastheonewhomanagedtocalmNomi’sparents

downandconvincedthemtoallowtheirdaughtertoliveherlifethewayshewanted.Thandeka

thenarrangedforNomitostaywithNolwaziandKwaneleforacoupleofweeksandduringthat

time,NolwaziintroducedNomitohertwobestfriendsandit’ssafetosaytheyallclicked.

Thesefourfriendswerebindedbytheirdifferentlifegoals,experiencesandperspectivesonlife,

loveandallthatotherjazz.Eachonebroughtsomethingdifferenttothetable:Nolwaziwasthe

“mother”ofthegroup.Shewastheresponsibleonewhoseabilitytoloveandforgive

wholeheartedlymadehertheumbrellaofthegroup.Thuliwastheanalyticalone,the

perfectionistwhowantedeverythingtobeinline.Herfriendsconcludedthatitwasbecauseof

herrelationshipthatdevelopedallthesecharacteristics.She’stheover-thinker,theonewho

needsallinformationinordertomakedecisions...Everythingjusthadtobeinline.Slywasthe

colourfulone,thevibrantmouthofthegroup.Messwithherandallhellbreaksloose.Sheloved

beingthebossandhavingpeople’sattention.Alleyeshadtobeonherandbecauseshewas

beautiful,shewantedtomakesurethatpeoplerecognisedherbrainsmoreinsteadofmaking



impressionsjustbyseeingherprettyface.Nomiwasthequietone...Becauseherparentsused

tocontroleveryaspectofherlife,shegotusedtobeingonthereceivingendofauthority.She

wasstilltryingtofindherownvoiceandherfriendswerehelpingherwiththat.At27,shestill

hadnothadsexwithanyoneinherlife.Sheavoidedcommitmentlikeaplaguebecauseshe

didn’twanttoputherselfinyetanothersituationwhereheractionshadtobelimitedjustto

satisfyoraccommodateanotherperson.Herlifeconsistedofgoingtoevents,partyingupa

stormandthenlazingaroundinherbeachhouse.Shewouldconstantlysaythatshewasonthe

pursuitofhappinesssoherfriendsmadeadealwithher:Afteroneyear,shewouldstoplazing

aroundanddosomethingconstructivewithherlife.

***

Itwasnowaround4pmandthefriendswerehighandtipsy.

Sly:Sowhatareyouwearingtothegala?

Nolwazi:ShitIforgot!

SlyandThulilaughedbecauseNolwaziwasnotonetosaywordslikeshit.

Nolwazi:IneedtocallDeanandaskhimtoreserveaseatforme.

Thuli:Isn’titabittoolatethough?

Sly:ForNolwazi?MxmI’msuretheywillbendoverbackwardsforyouMissEconomics.

Nolwazi:MaybeIshouldn’t-

Sly:Uh-huhyouneedtogetoutofthishouse!Irefuseshame.



Nolwazi:Hawuangithinikhonanina?

Sly:Wooweloveyoumnganibutwehaveplans.

NolwazilookedatSlyindisbelief.

Thuli:Shehasadate.

Slysmiledasshefannedherselfdramaticallybyhercoochie.

Sly:Sexbeforefriends,anyday!

Theylaughed.

Sly:Itotoloziallday!

Nolwazi:Igiveup!

Theycontinuedtochatforawhile.

Nolwazi:LetmeaskDeanifit’stoolate.

Shetookoutherphoneandtookadeepbreath-shewasabithighafterallsoshehadtotrynot

toslurherwords.



Itrangforawhileuntilitwasanswered.

Dean:Deanspeaking,hello?

Nolwazi:Hi,it’sNolwazi.Whathappenedtocheckingcallerids?

Dean:Ngimatasatasala.

Nolwazi:Areyougettingreadyforthegala?

Dean:AfteralltheseyearsyouthinkIstressoverthoseboringthings?

Nolwazi:Wellalrightthen...Listen,isittoolateformetochangemyRSVP?

Dean:Youwanttocome?

Nolwazi:Yes,Ithink.

Dean:Idon’tthinkitwillbeaproblem.I’dcallAlexforyoujusttoconfirmbutI’mabittiedup

now,willyoumanage?

Nolwazi:Yes,I’llcallhim.Thanks.

Dean:Noproblem,bye.

Nolwazi:Bye.



Shedroppedthecall.

Sly:Allsorted?

Nolwazi:Onemorecall.

ShedialledAlex’snumber,whowasresponsibleforthetickets,andtriedherluck.Alexwasa

colouredcolleaguewhoworkedatthePublicRelationsdivisionofthecompany.

Alex:Ofcourseyoucancome,babe.

Nolwazifrowned.ShefounditextremelyinappropriatethatAlexinsistedoncallingher“babe”.

Nolwazi:Okaythanks.

Alex:Babe,butwegaveawayyourplusoneseat.

Nolwazi:No,that’snotaproblem.

Alex:Areyousure?

Nolwazi:YesIam.

Alex:Ohalrightthen.



Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Alex:Seeyousoon.

Nolwazi:Bye.

Shedroppedthecallandlookedatherfriends.

Sly:Allsorted?

Nolwazinodded.

Thuli:Thenlet’sgetyoureadybeforeweleave.

Sly:Yaas!

Thuli:Udakwakabiwena.

Sly:I’dtellyoutogosuckadickbutkeyou’resingle.

Nolwazi:Sly!

SlygaveThulithemiddlefingerastheygotbackinthehouse.Nomistoodthereandwatchedas

herfriendsgotin.

Nomi:Whereistheparty??



Thuli:Uyabhedamanjewena.

NolwaziwentandgrabbedNomi’sarmandtheyallwentupstairstothebedroom.
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Sly:Yaas!Youseehowgreatyoulook,mngani??

Nolwazistaredatherselfinthemirrorandchuckled.Shewasstillquitehighsoallofthiswasa

bitfunny.

Thuli:Youreyesaresoredanddroopythough,friend.

Nolwazi:Ngilambilekemanje.

Nomi:Whywouldyougethighwithoutme?

Sly:Haikewenasdakwandini.

Nomirolledhereyesasshelayonthebed.

Nomi:IlikethatdressLwa,thatassisbanging.

Nolwazilaughedandthenstrokedherstomach.



Nolwazi:Ngilambilebo!

Justthentheyheardfootstepsandsecondslater,Thandekawalkedin.

Thandeka:Woolookatmybaby!

Theyallgreetedherexcitedly.

Nolwazi:MomI’mhungry.

Thandeka:Heehmanjengingenaphilaphomina?

Sly:She’shigh.

Thandeka:Manjeuzohambaunje?

Nolwazi:ArghI’mfine.

Thandeka:Haikenowyou’reexperiencingmunchiesandyou’remakingitmyproblem?

Slylaughed.

Sly:Andbhekamuhlekanjanithattime.

Nolwazisatdownandlookedathermother.



Nolwazi:Theshowerwokemeupman,I’mfine.

Sly:I’llpreparesomethingforyouphelayoucan’tbeeatinglikeabeastataformaldinner.

NolwazirolledhereyesasSlywalkedoutoftheroomandwenttothekitchen.

Thandeka:Areyougoingalone?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Thandeka:Willyoubefine?

Nolwazi:Whywouldn’tIbe?Youpeoplearebeingdramatic.

Nomilaughed.

Nomi:Weedmakesyousnappykewena.

Thandekashookherheadandstoodup.

Thandeka:You’llletmeknowonceyouleaveke.

ShewalkedoutandNolwazirolledhereyes.

Thuli:Heehhaibosisi.



Nolwazi:Thulipleasedrivemethere.

Thulichuckled.Nolwazireallycouldn’thandleboozeandweed.Outofeveryone,shetookthe

longesttogobacktoanormalstate.Bynow,bothThuliandSlywerefinebutNolwaziwasstill

abitoutofit,nottoomuchbutshewasstillwoozy.

Thuli:YaI’lldriveyouthereandI’llpickyouupaswell.

Nolwazi:SeewhyIloveyou?

Thuli:Weeeh.

Nomi:HaishameLwaziI’mstayingheretonight.

Nolwazi:You’renotgoingout?

Nomi:I’msotired.

Nolwazi:SalanoThandekakeplusshecouldusethecompany.

NominoddedjustasSlywalkedinwithaplateofsandwichesandaglassofcoldwater.

Sly:Bamba.

Nolwazitooktheplateandateslowly.Slyputdowntheglassofwaterandwenttostandbythe

mirror.



Sly:Ican’twaittostartglowing...Givemeaweekandallshallbewell.

Theyalllaughed.

Sly:Lwaziwenaangazingobayouarestartingtolookatadbitdeprived.

Nolwazikeptquietandfocusedonherfood,shecouldfeelheremotionscomingtoplay.She

wantedtobewithKwanele.Slysawthisandimmediatelychangedthesubject.Nolwazi’s

breakdownslastedforacoupleofdayssoshedidn’twanttobetheonetotriggersuch.

Aftermuchfoolingaround,NolwazibrightenedupandSlyretouchedhermakeup.

Itwasnowaround6pm.

Thuli:Asibeyindlela.

Sly:Indeed.

Theygrabbedeverythingandbeforetheymadetheirwayout,theysaidgoodbyetoThandeka.

Nomistayedwithherandtherestofthegirlsmadetheirwayoutofthehouseandtothecar.

Thuli:I’lldropyoufirstLwaziandthenI’lldropthisone-sowecanprepareforherdate.

Theygotinthecaranddroveoff.

Nolwazi:Thisfeelsveryweird.WhyamIgoingtothisthingalone?



Sly:Don’tworryman,yourcolleagueswillbethere.

Nolwazi:Withtheirpartners!

Sly:HaimanLwaziuzobaright.

Nolwazisighedandsankinherseat.

Thuli:Sitproperlymanandstopbeingsonegative.

Nolwazisatupandhuffed.Slygaveherabottleofwaterandshetookasip.

Sly:Uh-huh,finishit.

Nolwaziignoredherandtheylistenedtomusicastheydroveon.Ataround6:50pmtheygotto

thevenue.

Sly:It’sstillabitearly.

Nolwazi:That’sgood.Idon’twanttoarrivelatekantingi-dateless.I’lljustfindmytableandsit

down.

Thuli:Areyousureyoudon’twantustochillforafewminutes?

Nolwazishookherhead.

Sly:Callusifyouneedrescuingke.



Nolwazi:Okay.

Shesaidhergoodbyesandthengotoutofthecar.Shewalkedpastsecurityandmadeherway

insideandasusual,theplacewasbeautiful,extravagantandglamorous.Typicalgalathings...

Theplacewasfillingupbutalotofpeoplewerestillnotthere.Asshestoodthere,sheassessed

thetables.

Shefeltsomeonetapherandwhensheturnedaround,shesawAlex.

Heflashedhischarmingsmile.

Alex:Longtimenosee!

Nolwazifakedasmiledandtheysharedabriefhug.

Nolwazi:HowareyouAlex?

Alex:WellnowI’mgood...

HeassessedNolwazifromheadtotoeandthenstaredather.

Alex:Youlookstunningbabe,asusual.

Nolwazifakedanothersmile.

Nolwazi:Thanks.



Alex:You’requiteearly,asyoucanseepeoplestillhaven’tarrived.

Nolwazi:That’sperfect.Wouldyoumindshowingmemytable?

Alex:Surebabe.

NolwazirolledhereyesasshefollowedAlextoatablethatwasallocatedinthemiddle.

“Ah,couldn’ttheyplaceusinsomedarkcorner?”shethought,“WhyamIevenhere?”

Alex:I’llbejoiningyouoncewestart.

Nolwazinoddeddisinterestedlyandthenwalkedaroundthetabletocheckwhowasplacedon

hertable.SheknewDeanwouldbethereandshewasgladbecauseshewasn’tlookingforward

todealingwithalltheoldwhitemenbyherself.ShecheckedtoseeifDean’spartner’sname

wasthereandindeeditwas.Welltheactualnamewasn’tthere.Deanhadbeenwiththisgirlfor

2yearsnow.

“Ineedtoconvincehimtomarrythisgirl,”shethought.

Nolwazicouldn’tunderstandwhypeople“date”.Shehadbeenmarriedforsolongthatshe

believedthatotherpeopleshouldgetmarriedaswell.

“Arghbutlookwherethatgotme,”shethought,“I’mlockeddowninalieofamarriage.”

Shewalkedtothebarandaskedforaglassofchampagne.Shethenwalkedbacktothetable

andsatdown.Shetookoutherphoneandwentthroughherregulareconomicupdates...



Sheheardsomeonecleartheirthroatandshelookedup.ItwasDean’sgirlfriend.

Nolwazi:Ntsiki!

NolwazismiledkindlyandNtsikismiledaswell.Nolwazistoodupandtheysharedahug.

Ntsiki:Howareyou?

Nolwazi:I’mgreatthankyouandhowareyou?

Ntsiki:I’mgreataswell.

Nolwazi:Uhm,haveaseat.

Ntsikilookedatthenamecardsandrolledhereyes.Thecardwaswritten“Partner”

Herfacialexpressionchanged.

Nolwazi:Everythingalright?

Ntsikinoddedlightlyandthensatdown.TheseatbetweenherandNolwaziwasforDean.

“IwouldalsobetouchedifIwasnameless,”thoughtNolwazi,“Deancouldhaveeasilygiven

themNtsiki’snameandtheywouldhaveprinteditinsteadofPartner.”



Ntsiki:WhereisKwanele?

Nolwazifakedasmiled.

Nolwazi:Hecouldn’tjoinmetoday.

Ntsikinoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Don’tyouwantsomethingtodrink?

Ntsiki:Idoactually.

Ntsikistoodup.

Ntsiki:I’llbeback.

NolwazinoddedasNtsikiwalkedtothebar.Justthen,herphoneranganditwasKwanele,she

lookedatthescreenforalongtimebeforeanswering.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Kwanele:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi:Yes?

Hekeptquietforasecond.



“AskmetocomebackKwaneleandIwill,”shethought,“Manupandfightforme.”

Kwanele:Didyouarrivesafelyatthedinner?

Nolwazisighedangrily.

Nolwazi:Whyareyoucallingme?

Kwanelesighed.

Nolwazi:Focusonyourwifeandleavemealone.

Kwanele:B-

Shedroppedthecallandswitchedoffherphone.Itangeredherthatheplayedthisinnocent

personwhenallofthishurtwascausedbyhim.Shestoodupandwalkedtothebarandordered

whiskey.

Ntsiki,whowasstillwaitingforherglassofchampagne,lookedatNolwaziinshockasshe

downedit.

Ntsikilaughednervously.

Ntsiki:Iseveryt-

Nolwazi:Givemeanotherone.



Thebartenderobligedandgaveheranotheroneandshedowneditaswell.Shethenwalked

backtothetableandsatthere...Peoplestartedarrivingandawhiteoldmanwhomsheknew

fromtheeconomicsfieldsatontheothersideoftheroundtable.Shezonedeverythingoutand

thoughtaboutnothinginparticular.

Shefeltsomeonetaphershoulderandshesnappedoutofit.

Deanwasnowseatednexttoher.

Dean:Lookwhatthewindblewin.

Shesmiledlightly.

Nolwazi:Wherewereyou?

Dean:Sortingafewthingsout.

SherolledhereyesandDeanlookedatherweirdly.

NtsikiheldDean’shandunderneaththetableandDeanlookedather.

Ntsiki:*whispering*Shedownedallotofwhiskey.Straightnakhona.

Dean:Who?

NtsikiglancedatNolwaziandthenDeanlookedatNolwazi.



Dean:Areyougood?

Nolwazididn’tthinkhewastalkingtoher.Shewasinherownworld.

DeanandNtsikiglancedateachotherandthenNtsikishruggedhershoulders.

Afterawhiletheplacewasfilledup...AlexcameandsatnexttoNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Where’syourpartnerAlex?

AlexsmiledslylyatNolwazi.

Alex:I’mridingsolo,babe.

Nolwazi:Callmebabeonemoretimeandyouwillbejoblessbytomorrow,okay?

DeanheardthisandbothheandAlexstaredather.

Nolwazi:Nxxngizolenzanii-Colouredmina?

Shetookherphoneandswitchediton...

DeanandAlexglancedateachotherinshock.
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Asthestarterswereserved,AlexfinallyfuelledupthecouragetolookatNolwaziagain.Nolwazi

wasfocusingonherplate,eatingslowly...DeanandNtsikiontheotherhandwerealsouneasy.

Theonepersonwhoalwayshadhershittogetherwasnowshowingthemawholeotherside.

Nolwazihadbeensilentthroughoutthespeechesandsmalltalkthattookplaceatthetable.

AlexclearedhisthroatandglancedataveryquietNolwazi.

Alex:Uhm-

Nolwazilookedathimandhiswholefacefroze.

Alexwascrackinghisskull...OfcoursehehadacrushonNolwazi,whowouldn’t?Theladyis

everything!Buthethoughtshewasokaywithhimplayingaroundwithher.Heknewshewas

marriedsoitwasallfunandgamesforhimyouknow?Nothinghectic.

Nolwazi:You’regoingtohavetostopstaringatmeAlex.Yourstareisweighingheavyonme.

Deanwaslisteningattentivelyevenashewasmakingsmalltalkwithalltheotherpeopleatthe

table.HehadtomakesurethatNolwazidoesn’tdoanythingcrazyandembarrassbothherself

andthecompany.

Alex:Sorry.

Nolwazifocusedonherfoodagainandthenlookedup,asiflookingforsomeone.

Dean:Ufunani?

Nolwazi:Where’sthepersonresponsibleforthistable?Can’ttheyseewe’reoutofchampagne?



Deancringed.

Dean:Nolwazi.

NolwazilookedatDeaninnocently.

Nolwazi:Whydoyoulookembarrassed?AmIembarrassingyou?

Dean:Wha-

Nolwazi:Mxm.

ShedismissedDeanandthensignalledforawaitertocome.Shethenaskedformore

champagneandanoldwhitemanwhowasthemosttalkativeatthetablelaughedboldly.

Oldman:Ahhsomeonefinallyasked!

Helaughedagain.

Oldman:IwasafraidyoupeoplewouldthinkI’manalcoholic!Nolwazihere’stoyou!

Everyoneatthetablelaughedandtheyraisedtheirglassesandtoastedhumorously.

NolwazithenturnedtolookatDean.

Nolwazi:Thisismewe’retalkingabout...



Shesmiledandthenwentontochatupastormwiththeseoldwhitemenwhohadtakena

likingofher.Theywerenotwhatsheexpected-theywerebeyondopenandraw.Theytalked

abouttheirdivorces,affairsandallthatotherrawstuffthatgetsdiscussedbyabunchofmiddle

agedrichmen.

Ntsikiwatchedinannoyanceandthencussedlightly.SheturnedtofaceDean.

Ntsiki:I’msureifwasitmewhowasdrinkinglikeafishyouwouldjudgemeandcallmenames.

DeanlookedatNtsikiinconfusionasshetookasipofherchampagne.

Ntsiki:Whydidn’tyoutellyourpeoplemyname?

Deanwasbeyondconfused.

Ntsiki:Yourprintingpeople.Whyungabatshelangaigamalami?MynamehasbeenPartnerfor

thepast2yearsnow,MrBoss.

Deandidn’tsayoneword.Helookedatherandsheimmediatelykeptquiet.Thatlookcould

meanonething...

Thewaitercamewithabottleofchampagne.

Nolwazi:Justone??!

Everyoneatthetablelaughed.



TheoldmanwhosenamewasGreg,laughedboldly.

Greg:Cuummaan!

Theyalllaughed.

Nolwazi:Goonandgetusmorebottles!Wehave6oldtimersinthistable.

Greg:Listentothelady,youngman!

Thewaiternoddedandchuckledashewalkedoff.

AlextappedNolwazilightlyandNolwazilookedathim,thistimeshewasabitgentler-thanksto

thecrazymenatthetable.

Alex:Iwanttoapologise.

Nolwazi:ImagineifIwalkedaroundcallingDean“babe”.InwhichworldisthatappropriateAlex?

Alexfrowned.

Nolwazi:Ishouldn’thavetotellyouwhat’srightandwrongwhenyouare20whatagain?

Alex:24.

Nolwazilaughed.



Nolwazi:You’re24?

Alexnodded.Hewassuddenlyveryshy.

Nolwazi:Nowonder...You’restillyoungandnaive.

Alex:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:Noproblem,just-nobabe,okay?

Alex:Nobabe.

Nolwazi:Nowwipethesmuglookonyourfaceandhavesomechampagne.Youdeserve

somethingniceforpullingoffthisdinner.

Alexsmiledproudly.

Nolwazi:“Babe.”

TheychuckledandNolwaziwentontoconversewithhernewlyfoundacquaintances.Fora

whilethereshemanagedtoforgetaboutherproblemsandwasgladshecame.

Theywerenowfinishingofftheirmaincourse.

Ntsiki:YoohnkosyamI’msofull...



Sherubbedherbellyandyawned.

Deanshotheralookandshequicklysatproperlyandtriednottosulk.Deanhadtakenhertoso

manyetiquetteclassesthroughouttheirtimetogetherinthehopesthatshewouldimprove

becausewhentheyfirstmet,shewasquiteunpolished,tosaytheleast.

NtsikilookedoveratNolwazi.

Ntsiki:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi,whowaseating,turnedtolookatNtsikikindly.

Ntsiki:Iamsofull.

Nolwazilaughedandrubbedherbelly.

Nolwazi:I’mreadytoburstngikutshele!

NtsikilaughedflatlyandthenlookedatDeanwhileNolwaziwentontochattoAlex.

Ntsiki:Doublestandards...

Justthen,aspeakerwenttothepodiumandaskedforeveryone’sattention.

***

Itwasnowaround10pmandtheformaleventwasdone.TheDJwasnowplayingmusicandall



theseoldpeoplewenttothedanceflooranddancedtheiroldlivesaway.Nolwaziwasjust

sittingtheredrinkingchampagne.Itwasnowjusther,DeanandNtsikileftatthetable.

“Idon’tevenwanttothinkaboutwhatwillhappenthesecondIgetupfromthischair,”she

thoughtamusingly,“It’sagoodthingchampagnedoesn’tgetmesloppydrunk...I’mjustfeeling

verynice...andhorny.”

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:Hmm?

Sheshookherheadlightlyandcontinuedtowatchallthesepeopledancing.Theywereallso

stress-free.Shelovedthefactthatsheenjoyedherselftonightbutshecouldn’thelpbuthaving

asinkingfeelingthesecondshethoughtaboutwhatawaitedherathome.Herlifewassucha

mess...Herjobwastheonlybrightaspectinherlife.

NtsikiyawnedandtappedDean.

Ntsiki:Ithinkweshouldleave...

Deanglancedatherandnodded.Hegaveherhiscarkeys.

Dean:Gowaitinthecar.

Ntsiki:Okaybabe.

Shewasrelievedthatshewouldn’thavestayandsufferthroughallthehugsandgoodbyes.She

stoodup.



Ntsiki:ByebyeNolwazi.

Nolwazilookedupandsmiledlightly.

Nolwazi:Leavingalready?

Ntsikinodded.

Nolwazi:Youmustbeboredoutofyourmind.Ittakestimeandskilltodealwiththeseevents.

Ntsiki:Haikeandshameigazilamialivumi!

TheybothlaughedandDeanshotNtsikialookandshestoppedlaughing.

Ntsiki:Usalekahlesisi.

Nolwazi:Bye.

Ntsikigrabbedherclutchandwalkedawayhappily.

NolwazilookedatDean.

Nolwazi:Don’tbetoohardonher.

Dean:Sheforgetssometimes...



Nolwazi:Thatshe’sdealingwithanuptightperson?

Dean:Mxm.

Hethenlookedatherintently.

Dean:Youshouldn’thavecomehere.

Nolwazi:Ngoba?

Dean:Ifitweren’tforyourcharm,thingscouldhaveeasilyturnedleft.

Nolwazi:Dean,IleftmyfatherinJohannesburg.

Deantightenedhisjaw.

Nolwazi:Enjoytherestofyournight.I’llseeyoutomorrowatwork.

Deanshookhisheadindefeat.

Dean:I’mnotevengoingtoask.

Nolwazi:It’sgoodthatyouknowyourplace.

Deanchuckledlightlyandstoodup.



Dean:Goodnight.

Nolwaziwaveddisinterestedlyandcarriedonwatchingwhatwashappeningonthedancefloor

whileDeanwalkedout.

INSERT19

Thuli:Lookatthisdrunkengirl!

Nolwazisankontheseatandsighedamusingly.

Nolwazi:Friend,doyouhavemoreofthatnicenice?

Thuli:Youwanttogethighontopofhowyouarenow?

Nolwazi:Haibonjalo,uThandekangimshiyeendlinimina.

Thuli:Heehhaike!

Shestartedthecar.

Thuli:ShouldItakeyouhome?

Nolwazi:Whereelsewouldyoutakeme?

Thuli:Kwami.



Nolwazi:Uh-huh,ngiyolalaembhedeniwami.

ThuliglancedatNolwaziasshesatthere,drunk.ItwasonlywhenNolwazistoodupfromthat

galachairthatsherealisedthatshehadtoomuchtodrink.Ittookalotofmindmanipulatingfor

hertostandupandwalkoutofthatplacesteadily.Thankfully,shepulleditoffandwasableto

gettoThuli’scarsuccessfully.

Thuli:You’rethinkingaboutNele?

NolwazilookedatThuliandkeptquiet.Shelovedherfrienddearlybutaftermuchtalkingwith

Sly,theycametotheconclusionthatThulishouldn’tbe“intheloop”asmuch.Thuli’sloyalty

wascutbetweenherandKwanelesoofcourseshewouldreportbacktohimwhateverwas

discussed.

Thuli:Nolwazi?

Nolwazi:Thuli?

Thuli:Areyouthinkingabouthim?

Nolwazi:No,I’mthinkingaboutwhatI’mgoingtoweartomorrow.

Thuli:Whereareyougoing?

Nolwazirolledhereyes.

Nolwazi:Ngibuyelaemsebenzini.



Thuli:Oh,whydidn’tyoutellme?

Nolwazi:Dali,uThandekangimshiyeendlinistopplayingmom.

Thulikeptquiet,feelingabitoffended.Sheknewthatoutofeveryoneinthegroup,shewasthe

onewhoknewtheleastaboutNolwazi’sprogressthroughoutthissituation.

TheydroveinsilenceuntiltheyfinallyreachedNolwaziandKwanele’shouse.

Nolwazi:Ngiyabongadali.

Thulisighed.

Thuli:Lwazi.

Nolwazi:Ya?

Thuli:I’mhereforyou.

Nolwazi:Andwhenwasyouravailabilityeverquestioned?

Thulicussedquietly.Thischampagnewasreallymessingwiththisone’sattitude.

Thuli:Aslongasyouknow.



Nolwazi:OfcourseIdo.Thanksforthelift.

Thuli:Okaydali.

TheybothchuckledandNolwazigotoutofthecarandThuliwaitedforhertomakeherwayin.

WhenherphonebuzzedsheknewitwasNolwazitellinghershe’sinsidesoshedroveoff.

Nolwaziputdownherthingsonthekitchencounterandwalkedtothefridge.Sheopeneditand

stoodthereforagoodminute,contemplatingtakingabottleofchampagneanddowningitbut

shetalkedherselfoutofit.

Nolwazi:That’showpeoplebecomealcoholics...

ThandekachuckledandNolwazijumpedinshock.

Thandeka:Uthithat’showpeoplebecomealcoholics?

Nolwazitookabottleofwaterandclosedthefridge.

Thandeka:Howwasit?

Nolwazismiledandshruggedhershoulders.

Nolwazi:Itwasnice.

Thandeka:Ubushayileneh?



Theybothchuckled.

Thandeka:Itrustthatyoudidn’tembarrassyourself?

Nolwazi:HmmyaziIthinkIdidwell...ImayhavehadalittletiffnoDeankodwaIdon’tthinkit’s

anythinghectic.

Thandeka:Wenzeni?

Nolwazishruggedhershoulders.

Nolwazi:Peoplejustneedtocalmdownsometimes.

Thandekalaughedoutloud.

Thandeka:Ohbaby,YOUneedtocalmdown.

Nolwazi:Ineedtosleep.

Thandekachuckledlightly.

Thandeka:Takeashowerfirst.

Nolwazi:No,I’mtootiredfuthiIhavetobeupforwork.

Thandeka:HaiboIthoughtuzobuyelanextweekMondayoncethistraditionalnonsenseisover?



Nolwazi:NoIcan’tbeinthishousedayinandout,I’llgocrazy.

Thandeka:Nolwazi,taketherestofthisweekoff.

Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:Chama.

Thandekasighedandnodded.

Thandeka:Alrightthen.

Nolwazi:UphiuNomi?

Thandeka:Guestroom.

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:HambolalakesisiI’llwakeyouupforwork.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Thandeka:ZamoandBhenjuarearrivingtomorrow.

Nolwazi:Hawu?



Thandekanodded.

Thandeka:I’mgladtheyinsistedoncomingearlierngobabhekamanjeyouareplanningon

goingbacktowork.

Nolwazi:Whattimearetheyarriving?

Thandeka:Sometimeintheafternoon.

Nolwazinoddedandthenwalkedpasthermother.

Nolwazi:Night.

Thandeka:Ulalekahlebaby.Don’tforgettodrinktwoPanadosotherwiseuzovukauzwile.

Nolwazi:Sure.

Thandeka:OhandLwazi.

NolwazilookedbackathermotherandThandekatriednottolaugh.

Thandeka:Yourhusbandisupstairs.

Nolwazi:What??



Thandeka:Hecamehereafteryouleft,demandingmetotellhimwhereyourdinnerwas.We

managedtogethimtosettledownnoNomi.

Nolwazi:Settledown?

Thandeka:Youknowhowhard-headedhecanbe.

Nolwazi’sheartbegantobeatfasterandshehadnoideawhy.

Nolwazi:We’vebeeninthiskitchenforalmost10minutesandyoufailedtotellmethatKwanele

ishere??

Thandeka:He’stheleastofourworriesangithisisi?

Nolwazi:Wow.

Thandeka:Goodnightbaby.Rememberwh-

Nolwazitookadeepbreathandwalkedaway.Sheheardhermotherchucklelightlyandshe

rolledhereyes.Whathappenedtoallthatangershehad?

Shewalkedupthestairsandmadeherwaytothebedroom...

Shecussedquietlyandwalkedtothebathroom.Shetookoffherdressandgotintheshower

for5minutesjusttocleanoffthatgalaenergy.Shedriedherselfandwalkedtothebedroom.

Sheswitchedonthesidelamponhersideofthebedandlotionedherself.

Kwanele:Areyoudrunk?



Nolwazistoodupandgothersleepingshirtandwrappedherhead.Shewenttobrushherteeth

andthentonedherface.Aftershewasdone,sheswitchedoffthebathroomlightsandwalked

tothebed.Shegotinandthenswitchedoffthesidelamp.

Kwanelelaytherefacingupforquitesometime.IfThandekawasn’tsounnecessaryhecould

haveeasilygonetothatstupiddinner,nowonlyGodknowswhatNolwaziactuallygotupto

there.Afewglassesofchampagneandsheeasilyswitches...AndthatColouredthingthatcalls

herbabe,hehadconfrontedNolwaziaboutitandshealsocomplainedaboutits

inappropriateness...Notforgettingthatarrogantpartnerofhers.

Hisinsecuritieswerestartingtokickinandit’sallbecausehefeltsooutoftouchwithher.She

couldbedoingotherthingsoutofspiteandhecouldn’tbeartothinkaboutthem.Allthese

thoughtsfloodedhismindandheshookhisheadlightly.

Kwanele:Baby.

Nolwaziwaslayingthere,tryingtofigureoutwhatthehellwashappening.Thealcoholhad

washedoffhersystembutshewasstillatadbitwoozy.Shewaswonderingwhatthisonewas

doinghere...

Kwanele:Nolwazingikhulumanawe.

Nolwazikeptquietandtrieddozingoff.

Beforesheknewit,Kwanelehadalreadygrabbedherandmadeherlayontopofhim.

Kwanele:Uqaleniniukubayismumu?

Shetriedmovingputhelockedherinwithhislegs.



Kwanele:Howwasyourdinner?

Shekeptquiet.

Hesighedandcontinuedtolockherinthatposition.

Kwanele:Stop.

“NolwazireallythinksI’mthatstupid?Ifshe’sturningthisintoagamethenIammorethan

willingtopullherlegaswell...Ineedtoremindherwhyshelovesmebesidesalltheother

romanticanddeepstuff.It’sbeensixmonthssinceItouchedher...Also,Thandekahastogo.I

can’thavethesepeoplecloudingherjudgementwhileI’mtryingtofixallofthis...”

Nolwazieventuallystoppedfightingandjustsank.Shehadnoenergytospeakordoanything.

Afterawhileshefeltherselfdozeoffandsheallowedherselftosinkintothatfamiliarwarm

feelingshealwayshadwhenshesleptinherhusband’sarms.Kwanele,whowasup,feltthis

andhismindandbodyrelaxedaswell.Nolwazihadbeensodistantandstubbornandthiswas

thefirsttimein6monthsthattheywerethisclosetoeachother.Heslowlyreleasedhistight

holdonherandsimplyplacedhisarmaroundherwaist.Hesmiledashefeltherbreathesoftly

onhisneck...

INSERT20

WhenNolwaziopenedhereyesandrealisedthatshewasbeingheldfrombehindbyKwanele

shesaidamentalprayer.Shelaythereasherheadpoundedfiercely.Shehadforgottentodrink

thePanadoslastnightandnowshehadtowakeupforwork.ShefeltKwanele’sarmscoverher

evenmoreandsherolledhereyes.Shewastoolazytowakeup.

Justthen,thedoorflungopen.



Thandeka:LwaLwa!

Nolwazirolledhereyesevenmore.OfcourseThandekawouldwakeherupthesamewayshe

didwhentheywerekids.

Thandeka:Akuvukweee!NolwaziCamillaButhelezi!

NolwazifeltKwaneletenseup.

Thandeka:Wakeup!

ThandekawalkedovertoNolwazi’sside.

Thandeka:Lwazi!

Nolwazi:Mmmm.

Thandeka:Wakeupbaby.

NolwazigruntedandThandekachuckledasshewalkedoutoftheroom.Nolwazilaythere,

regrettingherdecisiontogobacktowork.

Kwanele:Goingbacktowork?

Nolwazigruntedandslippedoutofhisarms.Shesatontheedgeofthebedandstretchedwhile

yawning.Shecheckedthetimeanditwasjustbefore6amandshehadtobeattheofficeby

8am.



“Icouldeasilysleepforanother20minutesandthenI’llshowerfor15minutesinsteadof20...”

Shecontinuedtocalculatedifferentstrategiesthatwouldenablehertosleepsomemorebut

shesuddenlyfeltKwanelepullherup.

Kwanele:Goshowerandstoptryingtofigureouthowyou’regoingtosleepsomemore.

Nolwazilookedathimandgroaned.

Kwanele:Hambogeza.

Shewalkedtothebathroomandwentstraighttotheshower.

Kwanele,ontheotherhand,wasstillonleavesohehadallthetimeintheworld.Hemadehis

waytothewalk-inclosetandlookedthroughNolwazi’sformaldresses.Hepickedanewonehe

hadgottenforherawhilebackandthenpickedtheperfectheelstogowiththedress...Overthe

yearshehadmanagedtogrowverygoodtasteinclothes,thankstoThandeka...Thandeka

wouldconstantlynaghimaboutpridinghimselfasalawyerandblahblahblah...Thatwoman

couldtalkforyearsonend.

Afterhewasdone,hewalkedtothebathroomandfoundNolwazicomingoutoftheshower.He

handedherthetowelandshegrabbeditannoyinglyandhuffed.

“Anduzoqinakesisingobaangiyindawo,”Kwanelethought,“Yourhangoverdoesnotfazeme...”

NolwazidriedherselfandthenwalkedpastKwanele,tothebedroom.Sheputthetowelaside

andbeganlotioningherself.Secondslater,therewasaknockonthedoorandthenThandeka

walkedin.

Thandeka:Uvukilebaby?



Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Nomiisbusynge-breakfastkedali.

NolwazicontinuedtolotionherselfandThandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Uzoyekaukuphuzalechampagneyakhodali.

Justthen,KwanelewalkedoutfromthebathroomandThandekaglancedathim.

Kwanele:Nilalekahlema?

Thandeka:Yesbabawekhaya,nina?

Kwanele:Couldbebetter.

Thandeka:Hawuyou’retellingmeyousleptnexttoNolwaziandthatstillisn’tenoughforyou?

Heehusisabeisithembu!

KwanelekeptquietandNolwazicouldn’thelpbutchucklequietly.

Thandeka:Seeyouwhenyou’redoneke.

NolwazinoddedlightlyandThandekawalkedoutandclosedthedoor.



Kwanele:Unjani?

Nolwazi:I’mgood.

KwanelesighedandNolwaziturnedherbackandcontinuedlotioningherself.

Kwanele:Ipickedclothesforyou.

Nolwazilookedoveratthedresshechoseandthenfinisheduplotioningherself.Shewalked

overtoherunderweardrawerandthenchoseabra.Shesliditinandthenwalkedovertothe

closet.

Kwanelelookeddownathimselfandcussedathisupcomingerection.Hefrownedashe

watchedNolwaziwaltzpasthim,panty-less.Nolwazihaddismissedwhatwaschosenforher

andpickedsomethingelseinstead.Sheworeafittedcustomdressthatrequiredhertowear

nothingunderneath.

“Howinappropriate,”Kwanelethought,“She’stryingtotestme...”

Hegruntedandangrilywalkedtothebathroomandshutthedoor.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shefixedherhairandappliedabitofmake-up.Onceshewasdoneshewalkedtothebathroom.

Nolwazi:Kwanele.

Kwanele,whowasstandinginherwayfornoapparentreason,movedsheepishlyandshe



pushedpasthimandwenttothesinktowashandlotionherhands.Shewalkedpasthimagain

andclosedthedoorasshewalkedout.Shetookherlaptopandsliditinthelaptopbagandthen

gotherworkbagaswell.Shewenttogetapairofheelsandthenmadeherwayoutofthe

bedroom.Shewalkeddownstairsandthenwenttotheloungetoputherbagsandheelsona

couch.Shethenwalkedtothekitchenandstoodbythecounter.

Nolwazi:HeyNomz.

Nomi,whowasdishingup,lookedupandsmiled.

Nomi:Heystranger.

Theybothchuckled.

Nomi:Here’syourshake.

NolwazisatononeofthehighstoolsandtookNomi’sinfamous“hangovercure”whichwasa

concussionofmanyathing.

Nomi:Howwasthedin-din?

Nolwazisighedasshetookahugegulpoftheshakeandswallowedpainfully.

Nolwazi:Itwasnicehey.Nothinghectic.

Nomi:UThandiuthiubushayestrong.

Nolwazifinisheduptheshake.



Nolwazi:Noman,itwasn’tthatbad.

Nomi:Areyousureyou’rereadyforwork?

Nolwazi:Comeonnow.

Nomi:*whispering*Kwaneleyena?

Nolwazi:Mxmuyanginyanyisanjeloyo.

Nomi:Unamanga.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Nomifinishedupdishingupforherandthengavehertheplate.

Nomi:SoshouldIsetthetableforbreakfast?

Nolwazi:Angizingeni,goaskThandeka.

Nomi:ButthatmeansIhavetositnexttohimandit’sabitawkwardshameIwon’tlie.

Nolwazichuckledandshookherhead.

Nolwazi:Myinnocenthusbandhasmadesomanyenemieslately.



Nomi:Atonego!

TheybothlaughedandNomisuddenlylookeddownandstoppedlaughing.Nolwaziturnedand

sawKwanelemakinghiswaytothekitchen.Shefocusedonherfoodagain.

Nolwazi:Haven’tbeeninmyofficeforalmosttwomonths...

Nomi:I’msureyoufeelweirdaswespeak.

Nolwazi:It’sbetterthanbeinginahospitalbedthough.

Kwanelewasnowwalkingtothefridge.

Nomi:Haishamewedidn’tthinkyou’dsurvive.

Nolwazi:CabanganjeNomisekuthiwaIdiedfromheartbreak.

NomishotNolwazialook.

Nolwazi:Whatwouldmycolleaguesandcompetitorsthinkofme?They’dthinkI’maweakling!

Therewasanawkwardsilence.

Nolwazi:Ihadnochoicebuttoshapeupquickfast.



Kwaneleshutthefridgeroughlyandwalkedoutofthekitchen.

Nomi:OhhaikodwaLwazi.

Nolwazi:Mxm.YaziI’minsuchabadmood,Ireallydon’thavetimeforthisgame.

Nomi:Eitherway,it’sgettingtohim.Bhekamanjehe’scampingthisside.

NolwazicussedquietlyandThandekawalkedin.

Thandeka:Heehkantininjani?Whyaren’tyoueatingatthetable?

Nolwazi:Notime.

Shefinishedupeatingandthentooktheplateandglasstothesink.

Nolwazi:NgiyabongaNomz.

Nomi:Anytimelove.

Nolwaziwalkedbacktotheloungetogetherthings.

Kwanele:EnjoyyourdayLwazi.

Shetookadeepbreathandturnedtolookathim.Itwaslikealightswitchhadgoneon...She

smiledverywarmlyandlookedathim.



Nolwazi:Thankyou,enjoyyourdayaswell.

Shegavehimonelastlookandthenwalkedout.

Nolwazi:Nisalekahle.

Thandeka:Byebaby.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandgottothegarage.

Kwanelewasstillstandingthereconfusedashell.Hewasnowbacktosquareone,tryingto

understandwhatwasgoingon...

Thandeka:Babawekhaya,wouldyoulikesomebreakfast?

KwaneleglancedatThandekawhowasnowstandingnexttohim.

Thandeka:Babawekhaya?Didyouhearme?

Kwanele:I’llbethereshortly.

Thandekaflashedasmileandnodded.

Thandeka:Surebabawekhaya.



ShewalkedbacktothekitchenandKwanelesheepishlymadehiswayupstairstocleanhimself

up.

INSERT21

Nolwaziwalkedintothepremisesandshetriednottofaintfromexcitement.Thatfamiliar

senseofenthusiasmrushedthroughherbodyasshemadeherwaytotheoffice,withpeople

greetingheralongtheway.Assheapproachedthelift,shebumpedintoAlex.Shesmiledkindly

andnodded.

Alex:MrsButhelezi.

Nolwazichuckledandbowedherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:MrVanWyk.

Theybothlaughedastheygotintheliftandmadetheirwaytothe20thfloor.

Alex:Arrivedsafelyathome?

Nolwazi:Why,ofcourse!

Alex:Yousurehadagoodtime.GregWilliamsisprobablygoingtosendanemail,sendinghis

regards.

Nolwazi:Regardstosillyoldme?

SheaskedinnocentlyandAlextriednottosmilelikealittleboy.HiscrushonNolwazihad



evidentlygottenhimintroublelastnightsoheknewhehadtowalkoneggshells.

Aftermuchsmalltalkandchuckles,theyfinallyreachedtheirfloorandtheymadetheiroutof

thelift.

Alex:Seeyouaround.It’sgoodtohaveyouback.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Alexwalkedoff.Justthen,Phiwestoodupfromherdeskandpracticallyjumpedtowhere

Nolwaziwas.

Nolwazi:Iwaswonderingwhereyouare!Iwasstartingtofeelunlovedforasecond.

Phiwe:Bosslady!

Nolwazilookedatherpersonalassistantamusinglyandtheysharedabriefhug.Phiwewasa23

yearoldgirlwhostartedworkingforthecompanyoverayearago.ShelovedbeingNolwazi’sPA

becauseitcamewithalotofbenefits...Shewouldn’ttradeworkingcloselywithNolwaziwith

anything.Nolwaziwasthetypeofwomansheaimedtobethroughtimeandherinfluencereally

wasremarkable.

Nolwazi:Ihavemissedyourprettyface,missy.

Phiweblushedandsmiledbrightly.

Phiwe:I’vebeeeenwaitingforyoulike,OMG!



NolwazibeganwalkingtoherofficewhichwassituatedoppositePhiwe’sdesk.Theygotinand

Phiwetookherbagsandplacedthemonthestudiocouch.

Phiwe:There’saboardmeetinginanhour.

Nolwazi:Uhmokay...

Shefrownedinconfusion.Sheobviouslydidn’tgetthememo.

Phiwe:ApparentlyJacobwantstoreadjusttheplanyouguyshadfortheoilcompany.

Nolwazi:Readjust?Whatcouldpossiblybewrongwithit?

Phiwe:Theemailstatesthatthebusinesscyclehassomehowchangedsotheplanneedstobe

adjustedaccordingly.

Nolwazi:AndIwasn’tcc’edinthatemail?

Phiwe:IalsofoundoutfromLiz,sheshowedmetheemail.Iguesstheydidn’tseethereasonto

includemeseeingasmybossladywasgonewiththewind.

Nolwazismiledlightly.

Nolwazi:WellI’mbacknow...

Phiwe:Wehavealotofcatchinguptodoandweneedtoreformulateyourschedule.



Nolwazi:We’remostdefinitelybehind.

Phiwenodded.

Phiwe:I’llgetyourteafirst...

Nolwazi:Alright,thanks.

Phiwesmiledbrightlyasshewalkedawayexcitedly.Atleastnowshewoulddosome

constructivework.

Nolwaziwalkedaroundherofficeandfrowned.

“Timeforanupgrade...Thiscutethinghastoflynow,”shethought.

Shewalkedoutoftheofficeandgreetedpeoplealongtheway.Alltheinternsandregular

employeeshadtheirownsectionwiththeircubicles...Shewalkedpastthemandmadeherway

totheotherside.Sheknockedonthecloseddoor.

Shewastoldtocomeinandsosheopenedthedoor.

Dean:Welllookiehere!

DeanlookedatNolwazifromhisdesk.

Nolwazi:Firstofall,whyamIstillinthatofficewhenyouaresittinghereinthismansion?



Deanlaughed.

Dean:Youwantanotheroffice?

Nolwaziwalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Nolwazi:DamnrightIdo.

Dean:Let’ssee...

Heswunghischairsohecouldfaceherdirection.

Dean:Whenpeoplerefertoyou,dotheysayMrsButheleziorregularNolwazi?

Nolwazicussedandwenttositonthecouchthatwasadistancefromhisdesk.

Dean:Until,likesomeofus,youhavea“Dr.”beforeyourname,youwillremainregular.Mansion

comeswithstatus.

Nolwazi:ThedayIgetthatPhD,Deanuzokhala.

Dean:Yawellyoudon’thaveitatthemomentsoallowmetoflourishplease.

Nolwazi:Anyway,what’sthisIhearaboutaboardmeeting?

Deancheckedhistimepiece.



Dean:YaJacobandhiscrewwanttomeet.

Nolwazi:Andwhywasn’tIi-

Dean:Uh-huhcalmdown.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shewasfeelingabitannoyed.Shehadfoughtveryhardtoestablishanameforherselfandfor

her-everysetbackwastakentoheart.Thelastthingsheneededwaspeoplethinkingitisokay

forthemtodismissherbecauseofhergender.It’saman’sworldafterallsoshealwayshadto

fighttomakesurethatsheisnotbelittled.It’satoughworldforwomeninthecorporateworld

andherracedidn’tmakethingseasieraswell...

Dean:Thishasnothingtodowithyourfeministideologies.Thinawewereundertheimpression

thatyou’recomingbacknextweek.

Nolwazilookedathimsuspiciouslyandhechuckled.

Nolwazi:I’llletitpass...

Dean:Sibonge.

Shesighed.

Nolwazi:Ihavesomuchcatchinguptodo.



Dean:Wow...

Shestoodup.

Nolwazi:Goodluckwithyourboardmeeting.

Dean:Haike,you’remadatthewrongperson.GoaskAlexwhyhedidn’tinformthesepeople

aboutyoursuddenchange.Angingenindawolaphomina.

Nolwazi:Shame.

Dean:Weehhambake.

Nolwazi:Don’tgettoocomfortablelapho.

Dean:I’llbewaiting.

Theychuckledandshewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Shemadeherwaybacktoheroffice

andsatdown.Justthen,herphoneranganditwasThandeka.Shesmiledassheanswered.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Thandeka:Hellobaby,ufikekahle?

Nolwazi:Yesma.

Thandeka:Alrightsthandwasami,enjoyyourday.



Nolwazi:Iloveyousomuch.

Thandeka:OhhmntanamyouknowI’mloyaltilltheend.

Nolwazi:AndI’mbeyondgrateful.

Thandeka:Iknowyou’refeelingoverwhelmedfuthiku-worsesinceyou’rebackatworksoI’m

heretoshareyourheavyload.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Thandeka:Byebyekebaby.

Nolwazi:Byema.

ShedroppedthecalljustasPhiwewalkedinwithhertea.

Nolwazi:Justontime!

Phiwe:That’sme!

Sheputtheteaonthedesk.

Nolwazi:Alright,grabachairbecauseit’sgoingtobealongday!



***

Itwasnowaround3pmandNolwaziandPhiwewerestillatit:reshufflingmeetingsandmaking

phonecalls.WhenNolwaziwasinsuchazone,Phiweliterallyhadtoaskhertotakeabreak

becauseshecouldgoonandon.

PhiweclearedherthroatandNolwaziglancedather.

Phiwe:Bosslady...Ikindaneedtopee.

Nolwazi:Ohwow,hasitreallybeenthatlong?

Shecheckedthetime.

Nolwazi:Sorrylove,goonandtakeanhourbreak.We’llfinishoffandcarryontomorrow.

Phiwe:Thanks.

NolwazinoddedandPhiwewalkedoff.Shecarriedonfocusingonwhatshewasdoing.

Phiwe:UhmBosslady...

Nolwazididn’tlookupfromherdesktop.

Phiwe:Bosslady.

Nolwazi:Aren’tyousupposedtobetakingyourbreak?



Phiwe:Youhaveaguest.

Nolwazi:Haikeangizingenilezo.Mtsheleahambe.

Phiwe:Awks...

NolwazifinallylookedupandwasshockedtoseeKwanelestandingthere.

Kwanele:UngahambaPhiwe.

PhiwelookedatNolwazibeforewalkingoff.Kwanelethenclosedthedoorandwalkedoverto

thecouch,hehadapaperbagwithhim.

Kwanele:Youhaven’teaten.

Nolwazifocusedonherdesktopagain.

Kwanelewalkedovertoher.

Kwanele:Nolwazi.

Kwanelepulledherchairanddraggedittowherethecouchandtablewas.

Hethenpulledandcarriedher,placingheronthecouch.Hetookoutthefoodfromthepaper

bagandsortedeverythingforher.



Kwanele:Bamba.

Nolwazitookthetakeawayandbeganeating.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Kwanelenoddedashesatdownandwatchedhereat.Outofhabit,Nolwazitookoffherheels

butjustasshewasabouttoreposition,sherememberedandthenstoppedherself.

Kwanele:Uxakweyini?

Nolwazi:Hmm?

Hereachedforherlegsandpulledthemsoshecouldplacethemonhislap.

NolwazicontinuedtoeatandjustasKwanelewasbeginningtomassageherfeet,therewasa

knockonherdoor.

Nolwazi:Comein.

ThedooropenedanditwasDean.Heraisedaneyebrowwhenhesawthecutemassage

session.Hechuckled.

Dean:Sanibonani.

Kwanelegavehimanod.



DeanthenlookedatNolwazi.

Dean:Whyungashongoukuthiyourlunchwouldbeprovided?

Nolwazi:Ha-

Kwanele:Dean.

DeansmiledandlookedatKwanele.

Dean:LongtimenoseeButhelezi,u-rightkodwa?

Kwanele:Uyazibonelanawe.

Deanchuckledandnodded.ThenhelookedatNolwazi.

Dean:Anginamaliyokudlalawena.

Nolwazi:I’llgiveyouyour200bucks.

Dean:Ngiyayifunavele.

Kwanele:Enjoytherestofyourday.

DeanglancedatKwaneleandnoddedlightly.Hethenwalkedoutwithhispaperbagandclosed

thedoor.HepumpedintoPhiwewhowassmilingbrightly.



Phiwe:HeeeyMr-

DeanshotherhisnotoriouslookandPhiweshiveredaway.

INSERT22

Tholiwasnowpacingupanddown...

Shehadnotearsleft,nonewhatsoever.

Shewenttograbherphoneanddialledheraunt’snumber.

Itrangbutsheeventuallyangered.

Pretty:Yiniwena?

Tholi:Aunt-

Pretty:Yinimaanwena?

Tholistartedcrying.

Pretty:Ukhalelani?DoyouthinkI’myourfriend?

Tholi:It’sj-ju-justt’tha-that-



Pretty:Heeyiman!Idon’thavetimeforthis.

Tholitriedspeakingbutshecouldn’t,herhiccupswereblockingher.

Pretty:Focusonyourmarriage!Angaziuxakweyinimaan!

Withthatsaid,PrettydroppedthecallandTholiburiedherfaceinapillowandscreamed.As

shedozedoffintoadarkandheavysleep,herthoughtsfloodedher.

Tholi:Mama...

Tholilookeddownathermotherasshelayonthefloor.Shereacheddownwithaclothand

wipedtheopenwoundsthatcoveredhermouth...Shedabbedtheclothoneachwoundcarefully,

tryingbyallmeansnottomakeherfeelanymorepain.Hermother’sfragilebodywincedas

Tholicontinuedtocleanherface.Tholithenwalkedtotheothersideoftheroomandremoved

thepotfromthetwoplatestove.Shethentooktheplasticplatethatwasthereanddishedup

thelastbitsoffoodthattheyhad.Sheswitchedoffthestoveandwalkedbacktohermother.

Tholi:Mauzokwaziukudla?

Shesighed.Hermotherwasinnostatetotalk.Sheputtheplatedownandthentriedtomake

hersitupbutaftermuchstruggleshegaveup.

Tholi:CanyouatleasttrytoopenyourmouthsoIcanfeedyouma?

Tholisighedindefeatashermothercontinuedtoliethere...

Tholi:Youaredyingaren’tyou?



Tholilookeddownathermotherashereyesfilledupwithtears.

Tholi:WhereamIsupposedtogonow?

Sheslumpednexttohermotherandglancedather.

Tholi:Iloveyou...

HermotherlaythereandTholiheardhertakeherlastbreath.Shethengotclosertoherlifeless

bodyandwrappedherarmaroundherandsobbedsilently.

Justthensheheardaphoneringingandshequicklygotup.

Tholi:What’shappening?

Shelookedaround.

Tholi:WhereamI?

Shelookedaroundandthephonecontinuedtoringandshesoonrealisedthatshewasinher

newhouse.Sheshookherheadandquicklygotupfromthecouchtoruntoherphone.She

lookedatthecalleridandanswered.

Tholi:Hello?

Person:Tholi??



Sheclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Hello,whoisthis?

Person:Tholi?!Himyfriend,it’sme,Zani!

Tholikeptquietforafewsecondsandbeforesheknewitshewassmiling.

Tholi:Zani!

Zani:Myfriend!Kantiwhereareyou??Bekuninikodwa!

Tholi:It’sbeensolong!Unjani??

Zani:Angithiwangilahla!

Tholi:What??No!TherewerejustsomanycomplicationsthatIcouldn’tevenexplain.

Zani:Whereareyou??

Tholikeptquietasherrealitybegansinkingin.

Zani:Listen,areyouaroundDurban?

Tholinodded.



Zani:Tholi??

Tholi:Yes.YesI’minDurban.

Zani:Thentextmeyourdetails.Ihavetoseeyoumyfriend!

Tholi:Uhm-

Zani:What??IsPrettyaround??

Tholi:Nono,she’snothere.

Zani:Manje?

Tholishookherheadandtookadeepbreath.

Tholi:OkayI’lltextyouthedetails.

Zani:Okaysisi,dothatkeandsavemynumber.

Tholi:Okay.

Zani:Byebye.

Tholi:Bye.



Shedroppedthecallandwentbacktotheloungetocleanup.

***

Itwasnowaround5pmandNolwaziwasgettingreadytoleavewhenPhiwewalkedinheroffice.

Phiwe:Readytoleave?

Nolwazinodded.

Phiwe:It’ssogoodtohaveyoubackBosslady.

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:NgiyabongaPhiwe.

Phiwe:ShouldIwalkyouout?

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Youneverceasetoamazeme.

Phiwe:Haidon’tblamemeformissingyou!

Nolwazifinisheduppackingherthingsandthentheymadetheirwayout.Justastheywere



approachingtheloungeareawheretheirdivisionhadrefreshments,everyoneshouted“Surprise”.

Nolwazichuckledasshelookedatalltheballoonsandcrazydecorations.Therewasahuge

“Welcomeback”banner.

Nolwazi:Welllookiehere!

HercolleagueswentontohugherandPhiwetookherbags.

Nolwazi:Aww!

Alexwalkeduptoherandgaveherahug.

Nolwazi:I’msureyouplannedthisAlex.

Alex:Yes,bab-

HestoppedhimselfandNolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Hmm...

Alex:WellatleastIstoppedmyself!

TheysharedalaughandthenNolwazispentmoretimechattingandcatchingupwithsomeof

hercolleagues.AfterawhileshespottedDean,whowasstandingbythedrinkssection.They

lookedateachotherandheputhischampagneglassupinacknowledgementandshenodded.

Shethenwalkedtohimandhegavehertheglass.

Nolwazi:IthinkI’llpass.



Dean:Hadtoomuchlastnight?

Nolwazinarrowedhereyes.

Nolwazi:Lowblow.

Dean:Howwasyourfirstday?

Nolwazi:Exhilaratingtosaytheleast.

Dean:Wellit’sgoodtohaveyouback.Everybossneedsapeasant.

Nolwazi:Youknow,I’mnotgoingtodignifythatwitharesponseDr.Hlongwane.

Dean:Heheyouknow,thisisthethirdtimesinceIgotmyPhDthatI’mhearingyoucallmeDr.

Nolwazi:Iambitter.

Dean:UxakweyiniungayenzieyakhoiPhD?

Nolwazi:Unlikeyou,Ihavealifeoutsideofworkandacademia.

Deanlaughed.

Dean:Interestinglifeyoulive.



Nolwazi:Mxmsalakewithyourlowblows.

Dean:Ididn’tevensayanything.

JustthenPhiwewalkedovertothem.

Phiwe:Bosslady,areyougood?

Nolwazi:YesIam,thankslove.

PhiweglancedatDeanandsmiledcoyly.

Dean:Anythingelse?

Phiwe:IbegyourpardonMr.Hlonga-

Dean:Dr.Hlongwane.

NolwazilaughedsarcasticallyandPhiwegiggled.

Phiwe:Oh,sorry.

Nolwazi:Liziswavingyouatthatside.

Phiwe:Isit?



Sheturnedandindeed,Liz,whowasDean’spersonalassistant,waswavingatPhiwe.

Phiwe:Soyou’regoodBosslady?

NolwazinoddedandPhiweglancedatDeanagainbeforestruttingherstuff.

Nolwazi:She’sheadoverheels.

Dean:Quiteannoyingifyouaskme.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Youneedtostopbeingsorigid.You’llendupmakingtoomanyenemieswithouteven

knowing.

Dean:Thisiswork.Friendshipsaretheleastofmyworrieshere.

Nolwazi:Wellokaythen!

Deanchuckled.

Dean:WellyouknowwhatImean.

Nolwazi:Haisuka,I’moffended.



Deancheckedhistimepiece.

Dean:Ihavetogo.

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:Seeyoutomorrow.

Dean:By-

Nolwazi:Oh,waithereforasec.

ShewenttogetherbagandthenwalkedbacktoDean.Shewentthroughherbagandseconds

latershewasholdingup200buckstowardshim.

Deanchuckled.

Dean:NolwaziButhelezi.

Nolwazismiledinnocently.

Nolwazi:Imeanyoulookedoffendedwhenyousawmehavingmylunch.

Dean:Youthinkthatoffendedme?

NolwazishruggedhershouldersandDeantookitandfoldedit.



Dean:Youneverceasetoamazeme.

Nolwazi:SeeyoutomorrowDr.Hlongwane.

Deannoddedlightlyandwalkedaway.

Justthenherphonerangandshetookitoutandanswered.

Nolwazi:Ivy.

Ivy:Uh-huhwhereareyou?

Nolwazi:I’mstillattheoffice.

Ivy:BringyourassherebeforeIkillthishalfdickofapolygamistyoucallahusband.

Nolwazi:Ivy!

Ivy:Buyaman.

Nolwazi:OkayI’llbetherewithinanhourorso.

Ivy:Hopefullyhe’llstillbealive.

Nolwazidroppedthecallandsaidherthanksyousandgoodbyes.



INSERT23(Couldn’tedit)

Nolwazimadeherwayinsidethehouse.

Mdu:You’regoingtohavetoshutthatmouthofyours.

Ivy:Haisuka.

Mdu:ThisisnotyourhouseNomzamo,watchyourmouth.

Nolwazi:Uhm???

NolwazistoodthereandlookedatIvyandBhenju.

Mdu:Ivyyouaredisrespectfulasfuck,cutthatshitout.

Thandeka:Haikeangekengizengivumeukhulumenenganeyamingathiwehlaentabeni.

Mdu:She’stheonewho’sdoingthat.Kwaneleisfuckedupforwhathedidkodwaangazi

ningenaphinina,includingwenamama.

Thandeka:Heeeh!

Mdu:Youcan’tdisrespectamaninHIShouse.That’suncalledfor.

Ivy:Disrespectyokunya!



Nolwazi:Excuseme!!

TheyallturnedtolookatNolwazi,noneofthemhadseenherwalkin.

Nolwazi:Doyoumindtellingmewhatisgoingon??

Mdu:KwanelehasleftthehousebecauseofIvy.

Ivy:Boohooohooo!TheMightyPolygamistissad!Ohwhatatroublesomeoccasion!

NolwaziglancedatIvy.

Mdu:ShedisrespectedhimandIapplaudhimfornotsmackingsomesenseintoher.

Nolwazi:Kwaneleleft?

Mdunodded.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Mdu:UthimxmNolwazi?

Nolwazi:HeyiawungiyekewenangoKwanele.Ifyouadmirehimsomuchthenuxakweyini

ungamlandeliniyohlalanonkewithhiswhoreofawife?



Theyalllookedatherinshock.

Nolwazi:Hedoesn’tdeserveanyone’ssympathyandwenaMduduziifyou’regoingtocontinue

beinghisbitchthenyoumightaswellgetthehelloutofmyhouse.

Mduduzi:Whatth-

Nolwazi:Iwillnotbegoingbackandforthwithyouaboutthis.YOUmustknowyourplaceboth

asmyyoungersiblingandabystanderinthissituation.Howdareyoucomeintomyhouseand

betolerantofKwanele’sbullshit?Ungangihlanyisiwena.

BhenjulookedatherinshockandThandekasmiledlightly.

Nolwazi:I’mdonefeelingsorryforthatsonofabitchandassoonaswe’redonewiththeir

traditionalbullshit,Iamdivorcinghim.

Noweveryonewasbacktotheirshockedstate.

Nolwazi:Now,ifyou’renotgoingtohavemybackMduduzi,Isuggestyougetoutofmyhouse.

Withthatsaid,shewalkedupthestairsandwentstraighttoherbedroomandshutthedoor.

ThandekaturnedandlookedatBhenju,whowasnowseatedonthecouch.NotevenThandeka

haseverputhiminhisplacelikethis.

Thandeka:Uzoyekaukuphapha.Howdareyouoverlookyoursister’spain?

IvylookedatBhenjudisgustingly.



Ivy:Ifeelsorryforthegirlyouwillmarry.You’resuchachauvinisticpig!

MdugotupandwasabouttostrikeIvywhenThandekaslappedhim.Mdulookedathismother

incompleteshock.

Thandeka:Youseemtoforgetwhocontractedthespermthatformedyou.

Mdulookeddownathismother.

Thandeka:Iwillslapthepissoutofyou!

Mdutightenedhisjaw.

Thandeka:NowdousallafavourandfollowKwanele.GetoutofherebeforeIdomorethan

slapyou.

Mdu:Mx-

Thandeka:Sorry?

Mdukeptquiet.

Thandeka:Getout!

Mdu:Ma-



Thandeka:Out!

Mdupushedpastthemandmadehiswayout,fuming.

ThandekaturnedtofaceIvywhowasamusinglyshocked.

Ivy:Yougogirl!

Thandekarelaxed.

Ivy:Whowouldhavethought??EveryoneseemstotiptoewhenitcomestoBhenju.

Thandeka:Mxm.

Ivy:LetmegocheckonLwazi.

ThandekanoddedandIvywalkedupstairs...Sheopenedthedoor-

Ivy:Ohshit!!

Nolwaziwaslayingthere,twitchingabit.

Ivyquicklyclosedthedooragainandrandownstairs.

Thandeka:Yini?



Ivy:She’sfapping.

Thandeka:Huh?

Ivy:Youknow...Pleasuringherself.

Thandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Goodforher.

Ivy:Ididn’tknowshedi-

Thandeka:HaibowenaNolwaziisnotasuperwoman.Whatwouldmakeyouthinkshedoesn’t

needorgasms?

Ivy:Momstop!

Thandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Foranexpressiveandrebelliousgirl,yousureshyawayfromsextalk.

Ivyblushed.

Thandeka:It’sgoodthatshe’s-

NolwaziwalkeddownstairsandbothIvyandThandekastaredather.



Thandeka:Babyu-right?

Nolwazi:Couldn’tbebetter.

Shewalkedpastthemandwenttothekitchen.ThandekathenlookedatIvy.

Thandeka:Uyabonake?

Ivy:Arghwhatever!

Thandekaleftherandwalkedtothekitchen.

Thandeka:Firstdaywentwell?

Nolwazilookedathermotherandnodded.

Thandeka:IkickedBhenjuout.

Nolwazi:Wenzekahle.Idon’twanttoenduphatinghim.

Thandeka:Hopefullyhe’llcomearound.NothingKwaneledoesnowwilleverjustifyhischoices.

Nolwazi:I’mstartingtorealisethis.ThingswillneverbethesamewithusandIreallydon’thave

itinmetostayinthismarriageanymore.



Thandekakeptquiet.Shewasn’texpectingthisatall.

Nolwazi:Iwantadivorce.

Thandekalookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:I’mcallingHenryassoonasallthisDundeeBSisoverandwewilltakeitfromthere.

Thandeka:OhLwazi.

Shesighedheavily.

Nolwazi:Iamnotgoingtositherelikesomeweakling.

Thandeka:Haveyouthoughtthisthrough?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Thandeka:Asyourmother,Iambehindeverydecisionyoumake.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Thandekasighedagainandtheystoodinsilenceforalongtime.

Nolwazi:Ihaveworktodo.



ThandekanoddedlightlyandNolwaziwalkedoutofthekitchen.

Ivy:Lwazi,you’renotmadatmeright?

Nolwazi:HowcouldIpossiblybemadatyou?

Ivygrinned.

Nolwazi:NowIhavetodealwiththegreatDumakude.

Ivy:Hereallyisn’taspowerfulasyoumakehimouttobe.Sowhatifyougetadivorce?That

skrop-laapdoesn’tdeserveyou.Ifdaddoesn’tseethisthenhecangohaveanorgywith

KwaneleandMduandtheycanmaketheirownbabies.

Nolwazi:Ahh.

ShecringedindisgustandIvyrolledhereyes.

Ivy:KwaneleisapunkandIcannotwaittogotothattraditionalnonsensethey’rehaving.That

bulldozerofamother-in-lawneedstobesortednjenaye.

Nolwazi:Southiuzengomfutho?

Ivy:Ialsoneedtoseetheskunkthatwouldpurposelychoosetowreckamarriageandthen

voluntarilychoosetobesecondbestontopofthat.INEEDtoseewhatanidiotACTUALLY

lookslike!

Nolwazichuckled.



Nolwazi:Whenisdadcomingover?

Ivy:UzofikaFriday.

Nolwazigrunted.

Ivy:It’stimeforyoutostandupagainstallthisbullshit.Fuckthesepeoplebruh.

Nolwazi:We’llsee...

Ivy:Whateverhappens,justknowthatIhaveagun.Wewillbustallofthemupiftheytryus.

Nolwazi:Ohboy…

Ivy:Don’tsayIdidn’twarnyou...

Nolwazi:Listen,Ineedtowork.

Ivy:Goonbigsis.MeI’mgoingout...

Nolwazi:Havefun.

Ivy:Shap.

Nolwaziwalkedupstairsandmadeherwaytothebedroom.



INSERT24

Thefollowingday,Nolwaziwenttoworkasusualandwhenitwastimeforhertohavelunch,

Kwaneledidn’tshowup,thankfully.Shestayedcoopedupinherofficefrom8am-4pmstraight.

Bythetimeshewassupposedtoleave,herbrainwasfried.

Justasshewaspackingupherthings,therewasaknockonthedoor.Shedidn’tevenhavethe

energytotellthepersontocomein...

Dean:Haven’tseenyoutoday.

Shelookedathimandfrowned.

Nolwazi:I’mgettingadivorce.

Dean:Onlynow?

Nolwazi:What’sthatsupposedtomean?

Deanwalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Dean:It’sbeenoverayearnow...

Nolwazi:And?

Dean:ThatdivorceshouldhavebeenfiledthedayhecametoyouwithhisBS.



Nolwazihuffed.

Nolwazi:Easyforyoutosay.

Dean:Sowhynow?

Nolwazi:Ican’tlivelikethis.

Dean:Sotheguyisreallygoingbackandforthfromyoutotheotherwife?

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Ithinkthat’severyman’sdream.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:I’mguessingyouhaven’tspokentohim?

Nolwazi:Notyet.

Dean:Knowinghim,he’sprobablynotgoingtoletgoeasily.

Nolwazi:DeanIdon’tcareatthispoint.

Deannoddedlightly.



Nolwazi:EverytimeItellmyselfthatI’mgoingtoletitgoandtrytomakeitwork,Irealisejust

howunrealisticthatis.

Dean:Howdoyoushareyourhusbandandcarryonasifit’sallgood...

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Idon’tgetiteither.

Nolwazi:Buthekeepstellingmeaboutthisultimatum.

Dean:Ultimatum?

Nolwazi:Angazinami.

Dean:Didanyonethreatentokillhimwhenhemadethisdecision?

Nolwazi:Idoubt.

Dean:Haike.Ican’timaginewhatwouldforcemetodosuchadrasticthing.

Nolwazi:I’vebeencrackingmyskullformonthsonend.

Deanscratchedhisheadandtheystoodinsilenceforawhile.



Nolwazi:There’sjustnowayaroundit.

Dean:Solet’ssayherealisesthathemessedupandheseparateswiththeotherwife?

Nolwazi:Itwillneverbethesamethough.Thefactthathediditnjehaschangedeverything.

Deannoddedlightly.

Dean:Haveyouspokentotheotherwife-

Nolwazi:No!Iwouldkillher!

Deanchuckled.

Dean:No,wedon’twantthat.

Nolwaziwenttohercouchandthrewherselfonit.Deanturnedandlookeddownather.

Dean:Ihopeyoudon’tmindmeaskingifyouguyshaveapre-nup.

Nolwazi:Ofcourse....TothinkukuthiIdidn’twanttosignit.

Dean:Loveisblinding.

Nolwazi:Yeahsoatleasttherewon’tbeaproblemwithassets.



Deannodded.

Dean:HereIwasthinkingyouhadtheperfectmarriage.Whenyoutoldmeaboutthiswhole

thingIgaveup.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:NamiIthoughtIwaslivingaperfectlife.

Deanshookhisheadandclappedhishandstwice.

Dean:Enoughofthis...Let’sbeout.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttogohomejustyet.

Dean:Wozake.

Nolwazi:Takemesomewhere.

Dean:Let’sgo.

Nolwazistoodupandwenttograbherbags.TheywalkedoutofherofficeandPhiwelookedup

fromhercomputer.

Phiwe:Bossladyuyahamba?

Nolwazi:YesMissPhiwe.



PhiwelookedatDeanandsmiled.

Phiwe:ByeDr.Hlongwane.

Deangruntedannoyinglyashewalkedaway.Nolwazifollowedhimandtheywalkedtohisoffice.

Dean:Youneedtotamethatassistantofyours.

Nolwazi:HaikeuyamyekauPhiwewami.

TheygottohisofficeandDeanbeganpackinghisthings.

Nolwazi:ThedayIgetthisoffice...Lordhavemercy.

Dean:Iwillnotdignifythatwitharesponse.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Touché!

Hefinishedupandtheymadetheirwayout.

Nolwazi:Wherearewegoing?

Dean:Followme.



Nolwazi:Sure.

Theybothgotintheircarsanddroveoff,withNolwazifollowingDean.

Justthenherphonerangandsheanswereditguiltilywhiledriving.

Nolwazi:Hello?

Thandeka:Baby.

Nolwazi:MaI’mgoingtoarrivelatelaphoneh?I’mdrivingmanje.

Thandeka:Noproblemlove,IwasplanningontakingusoutfordinnersoIguessitwilljustbe

meandIvy.

Nolwazi:Havefun.

Thandeka:Byelove.

Nolwazi:Byema.

ShedroppedthecallandcontinuedtofollowDean.Afterawhiletheygottoarestaurantand

madetheirwayoutofthecars.

Nolwazi:Deanyaziangilambanga?



Dean:Really?

Shenoddedandfrowned.

Dean:Thenyou’llwatchmeeat.

Nolwazi:I’llhavechampagne.

Dean:Wellalrightthen.

TheymadetheirwayinsideandthewaitressledthemtoatablewhichDeanhadbooked.They

gotthereandplacedtheirorders.

Nolwazi:Soyouwerecominghereanyway?

Dean:YesIwas.

Nolwazi:So...

NolwazismiledslylyandDeaneyedhersuspiciously.

Nolwazi:Ntsiki.

Dean:Hmm?

HeraisedaneyebrowandNolwazilaughedquietly.



Nolwazi:Uhmso...

Dean:YiniNolwazi?

Nolwazi:Haikenawewazobaserious?

Deanjustcontinuedlookingather.

Nolwazi:Whenareyoumarr-

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:HawuDean.

Dean:Ungibuzaumbhedo.

Nolwazi:Tjo.

Dean:WenawhenyoulookatNtsikiyouseemywife?

Nolwazinoddedslowly.

Dean:Uyabheda.

Nolwazi:Ifyousayso...



Dean’sfoodfinallycameandNolwaziwatchedhimeat.

Deankeptonchuckling.

Nolwazi:Yini?

Dean:Ican’tbelieveyouthinkI’dmarryNtsiki...

Nolwazi:Kantiwhat’swrongwithher?

Dean:Hai,whywouldImarrysomeonelikeher?

Nolwazi:Woah!

Dean:She’sthelaziestgirlI’veeverbeenwithandshedoesn’tevenhaveaproperjob.

Nolwazicougheduncomfortably.

Dean:Itannoysmethatshe’sattachednow.ImadeitclearfromthebeginningthatI’mnotinit

forthelonghaul.

Nolwazi:IrememberyousayingthatbutIthoughtyouhavechangedyourmind.Youguyshave

beenatitfor2yearsDean.

Dean:So?Ijustpreferthatthanbehavinglikea20yearold.



Nolwazi:Stability?

Deannoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Sohaveyouguyshadaconversationlately?

Dean:Sheknowsshe’llneverbemywife.YohI’ddefinitelyconsiderpolygamyifshewastobe

mywife.

Nolwazi:HaiDean.

Deanshruggedhisshouldersandcontinuedtoeat.

Nolwazi:I’mkindofhungrynow.

Whenthewaitresscametothetable,Deanaskedforanextraforkandwhenitcame,heshifted

hisplateofpastatoherandshedugin.

Nolwazi:Doyouwanttogetmarriedthough?

Dean:Ihavemydaysbutatthemomentmycareerismywife.

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:Ntsikiseemstothinkyoutwoarereallywithin.

Dean:Idon’thavetheenergytofightwithheranymore.



Nolwazi:Youseewhymarriageisbetterthanplayingthefield?

Dean:Haithere’snothingcomplicatedaboutsettingboundariesinyourrelationships.UNtsiki

uyazihlanyisabecauseIdon’tevenknowhersecondname.We’renotthatdeepsoIhaveno

attachmentwhatsoever.

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:That’scold,Dean.

Deanshookhishead.

Dean:NgimdalakabiNolwazi.Ican’tbeinvolvedinteenageloveaffairs.

Nolwazi:Okay...

Dean:So,canwestopdiscussingmynon-existentrelationship?

Nolwazi:Okay.

Shefinishedupthepastaandtookasipofherchampagne.

Deanlookedatherintentlyforalongtime.

Nolwazi:Yini?



Dean:I’mnotsurehowI’mgoingtoputthiswithoutfreakingyouout...

Nolwaziputdownherglassandlookedathim,confused.

Nolwazi:Tryme.

Deancheckedhisphoneandthenlookedather...

Nolwazi:Dean?

Deanclearedhisthroatandchuckledquietly.

Nolwazi:I’mlistening...
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Nolwazi:Dean?

DeanfinisheduphischampagneandNolwazicontinuedtostareathim.

Nolwazi:Haikeangaziyiniinkingayakho.

Dean:No,it’snothing.

Nolwazi:Itsuresoundslikesomething.



Deanshookhisheadlightlyasiftryingtoremoveathought.

Dean:Readytogohomenow?

Nolwazi:Actually,no.

Deanfrowned.

Nolwazi:I’vebeencoopedupindoors,I’mtired.

Dean:Manjeufunaukwenzani?

Nolwazi:Idon’tknow.

Deanlookedatherandshesighed.

Nolwazi:I’lldrivebacktotheofficeandgetsomeworkdone.

Dean:Ihavenoresponseforthat.

Nolwazi:Yes,I’llgobacktotheoffice.

AsDeanpaidthebill,Nolwazistoodup.

Dean:YimakancaneNolwazi,what’swiththesuddenrush?



Nolwaziwassuddenlyveryfidgetyandrestlessfornoapparentreason.Deanfinishedpaying

andtheywalkedoutside.

Dean:What’swrongnow?

Nolwazi:Angazi.

Shewalkedtohercarandgotherbagandtookouthermoodstabilisingpills.

Nolwazi:Ihavenoideawhat’swrong,Ifeelpanicky.

Deanwatchedassheswallowedherpillsandsearchedforabottleofwatersomewhereinher

car.Onceshewasdoneshetookadeepbreathandlookedathim.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttogobacktothathouse.

Dean:Uhmalright,let’sgobacktotheoffice.

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Idon’tthinkyou’llbeabletodrivethough.

Nolwazi:You’rebeingdramatic.

Dean:No,I’mserious.

NolwazigotinhercarandDeanwalkedovertothedriver’ssideandNolwazihandedhimthe



keys.

Nolwazi:You’recomplicatingthis.

Dean:I’llsendsomeonetogetmycar.

Nolwazisankonherseatandtriedcalminghernowfastheartrate.Justthemerethoughtof

goingbacktoherhousewasenoughtodriveherinsane.Shewasalsoquiteshockedatthis

suddenrealisation...

“It’sprobablythisdivorcething,”shethought,“Iamstartingtorealisejusthowmessymylifeis

abouttoget.”

DeanglancedatNolwaziashewasgenuinelyconcernedathersuddenweirdbehaviour.Nowhe

wastryingtofigureoutwhathemayhavesaidthatcouldhavecontributedtothis.

Nolwazi:Maybesomepaperworkwillcalmmedown.

Dean:Butwhatexactlyistheissuehere?

Nolwazi:DeanIwasinhospitalforweeksonend.I’mallowedtoactweirdonceinawhile.

Deankeptquiet.

Justthen,Nolwazi’sphonerangandshereachedforit.

Nolwazi:UKwanele.



Deankeptquiet.

Nolwaziswitchedoffherphoneandputitaway.

Afterawhiletheyfinallygottotheofficeanditwasnowaround7pm.Securityhadtoopenup

forthemaspeoplehadalreadygonehome.Theymadetheirwayuptotheirdivisionandwalked

toNolwazi’soffice.

NolwaziwenttoherdeskandbegangoingthroughherpaperworkandallDeancoulddowas

justgositonthecouchandkeepquiet.Hetoo,wasveryfamiliarwiththeneedtolethiswork

consumehimsohewouldn’thavetodealwithanythingelse.

NolwazifoundallthepaperworkshewaslookingforandthenloggedinherPC.

Deansankonthecouchandwentthroughhisphone.Thesilencewasverycalmingforbothof

them.AsNolwazitypedaway,shefeltmuchbetterandDeanontheotherhandwasalso

mindinghisownbusinessatadistance.

Nolwazi:Iamsofullfromallthatpasta.

Deanchuckled.

Nolwazi:Jacobsentmethenewplanthatwasdrawnupforthatoilcompany.

Dean:Iwasn’tinvolvedinthatsoIdidn’tbothergoingthroughit.

Nolwazi:Jacobreallyneedstostopmakingdecisionswithoutconsultingeitheroneofus.



Dean:Hmm.

Nolwazi:Maybeweshouldhaveaconversationwithhim.

Dean:Hmm.

Asmuchashewashere,hereallywasn’tinthemoodtodiscussanythingworkrelated.The

silencewasfarbetterthandiscussingworkdynamicswithNolwazibecausethewomanreally

couldgoonandon.

Nolwazitookherlaptopandswitcheditonandthenwalkedovertothecouchandsatnextto

him.

Nolwazi:Lookatthis.

Dean,whowasslouchedonthecouch,glancedatthescreenandsawabusinesscycle.

Nolwazi:ThisiswhatIcameupwithforthecompany.Youmeantotellmethatallmyworkhas

beenwasted?

Dean:Mmm.

Nolwazi:AndIknowthatthisistheperfectplan,Jacobandhispeoplewillregretsideliningme

fortheirnonsense.

Dean:Hmm.

Nolwazi:WhenhaveIbeenwrongDean?Allmyplanshavebeenlegit!



Dean:Ya.

Nolwazi:Lookatthis...

Deanwasnotevenlisteninganymore.Nolwazinudgedhim.

Dean:Hmm?

Nolwazi:Ngithibhekale-planyabo!

DeanglancedatthelaptopscreenandNolwaziwentonandonabouthowflawedthecurrent

planwas.Afteralongtime,Deancouldn’tlistenanymore.

Dean:Wantsomecoffee?

Shelookedathimandfrowned.

Nolwazi:Youthinkyou’resleekaren’tyou?

Hechuckledandstoodup.

Nolwazi:Tea,please.

Deanwalkedoutoftheoffice,relieved.Nolwazicontinuedtoanalysetheplanthatwassentto

herandshewouldoccasionallycussandhuff.AfterawhileDeanwalkedbackinwithNolwazi’s

cupoftea.Nolwaziputdownthelaptopandthankedhimashegaveittoher.



Nolwazi:IthinkIcouldgoonfortherestofthenight.

Deanlookedatherandshelaughed.

Nolwazi:IwanttotypeoutalltheflawsinthisplansoIcanpresentthemtoJacobtomorrow.

Dean:There’snostoppingyou.

Nolwazi:Howareyougoingtorejectmyperfectplanandthencomeupwithsomefloozything?

UyahlanyauJacob.

Dean:Knowinghim,he’lldefinitelygiveyouahardtime.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Theysatthereforawhile.

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Mmm?

Nolwazi:Whatdidyouwanttosayearlier?

Deanglancedather.



Nolwazi:Readytotellme?

Dean:Naggingdoesn’tsuityou.

Nolwazi:Veryfunny.

Deanlookedatherintentlyandscratchedhischinthoughtfully.Nolwaziputdownthecupoftea

andthensatproperlysoshecouldfacehim.Deanchewedonhisteethhumorouslyandthen

chuckled.

Dean:Wantmetoshowyou?

Nolwazi:You’respeakinginriddles.

Dean:ComeclosersoIcanshowyou.

NolwazifrownedandDeanpattedthespotnexttohimonthecouch.

Dean:Sondela.

Nolwazi:Yinikanti?

Deansmiledlightly.

Nolwazithenmovedclosertohimandlookedathim.Deanloosenedhistieandclearedhis

throat.



Dean:Areyoufeelingbetter?

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Soyou’rereallygettingthisdivorce?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Dean:Andwi-

Nolwazi:HaiphelaDr.Hlongwanewe’vealreadydiscussedthis.

Deannoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Nowlet’sgobacktowhatyouwantedtotellme.Icanseeit’sbuggingyou.

Dean:Isit?

Nolwazi:Yes,youarenevernervousunlessit’ssomethinghectic.

Dean:Ilooknervous?

Nolwazi:Justatinybit!

DeanfrownedandNolwazilaughedlightly.



Nolwazi:Deankhulumaman.

Deanrubbedhiseyeslightlyandshookhishead.

Beforehecouldsaysomething,Nolwazi’sphonerangloudlyandbothofthemsnappedoutofit.

Nolwazi:I’mnotansweringit...

ShelookedatDeanagain.

Nolwazi:Khul-

Beforeshecouldevenfinishoffhersentence,Deanhadalreadygrabbedherandpulledherto

hislap.

Nolwazistaredathim.Whatshockedhermorethananythingelsewasthefactthatshewasnot

shocked.Herbodydid,however,tenseupasitpressedagainstDean.Shefelthisarms

tightenedaroundherandhishandsrestedonherback.

Nolwazi:Dean?

Herphonecontinuedtoringandbothofthemzoneditout.

Suddenlyshewasholdingherbreathandherbrainwasdoingcalculations.Shewastryingtoput

thingsinperspectiveandanalyseotherthings.Whileherbrainkeptbusy,herbody,whichhadn’t

beenincontactwithmasculinityinalongtime,failedher.

Somehowshewaswillingtocrossaboundary...
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Nolwaziclosedhereyes,hopingsomethingwouldsomehowemergeandstopherbutnothing

came,insteadtheheatwasgettingtoher.

Deanwasabouttospeakwhensheshookherhead.Shedidn’twanttohearanythinghehadto

say.Shefeltitwouldsomehowaltereverything.

ForawhiletheyjustsattherenotsayinganythinguntilDeanloosenedhisgriponherandshe

lookedathimquestioningly.

Nolwazi:No,whatareyoudoing?

Hestoodupandwalkedovertostandbythedoor.

Dean:You’revulnerable.

Nolwazistoodupandwenttostandclosetohim.

Nolwazi:Areyoumypsychologist?

Dean’schucklesuddenlysentweirdshiversdownherspineandshetiltedherheadandstared

athim.Forthefirsttimesincethey’veknowneachother,shereallylookedathimandanalysed

hisfaceandbody.Nolwazihadalwayspridedherselfinhavingtunnelvisionwhenitcameto

men.FromthedayshecommittedherselftoKwanele,shegenuinelyfocusedonhimandhim

only.NowsuddenlyasshelookedatDeanandfeltsomethingpulsingdeepwithin,allofher

commitmentwasinquestion.

Deantightenedhisjawandscratchedhisheadthoughtfully.Nolwazigotclosertohimandhe

wrappedhisarmsaroundherandtheypressedagainsteachother.Deanslowlyloweredhis



handandashesliditdown,theycontinuedtostareateachother.Nolwaziwantedtoremember

everysinglethingthatwastakingplace.SheblinkedacoupleoftimesandDeanlookedather

withquiteatenderexpression.Hermindwastellinghertocutitoutbeforeitwentfurtherbutof

courseherbodywasanticipatingwhatwastocome.Shereachedforhisneckandloosenedhis

alreadyloosetie.Deanbowedhisheadandshecarefullyremovedthetie.Shethenunbuttoned

hisshirt,slowly,asifshewastryingnottohurthim.Onceshereachedthebuttonbyhischest,

Deanmadeherturnaroundandhecarefullyunzippedherdress.Oncehewasdoneand

Nolwazi’sbarebackwasexposed,hestaredatherandgrittedhisteeth.Alotwasalsogoing

throughhismind.Partofhimwantedtostopandleavebecauseofhervulnerabilitybutahuge

partofhimwasexcitedtoseewherethiswasgoing...Hehadalwaysfantasisedaboutthisday

andnowthatNolwaziwasstandingthere,herbodyclearlyyearningforhim,hecouldn’thelpbut

gowiththepartofhimthatyearnedforherjustasmuch.

Nowthatbothofthemhadsomehowshowneachotherthattheywerewillingtocrossthe

boundary,therewasasenseofrelieve.

Deanplacedhishandonherwaistandpulledherclosetohim.Oncetheypressedagainsteach

other,heslowlywrappedhisarmsaroundherandhuggedherfrombehind.Heloweredhisface

toherneckandashecarefullytouchedherskinwithhislips,Nolwazitiltedherheadandclosed

hereyes.Heplantedafeatherkissandsherelaxedinhisembrace.Heplantedanotherdelicate

kissandshesighedquietly.Ashecontinuedtoplanttenderkisses,Nolwazitriednottogivein

toomuchtotheweakness.Eveninsuchsituationsshestillwantedtoprovejusthowstrongshe

couldbe.Deansensedhersuddentensenessandsohekissedhermoregentlyandwentupto

herear.Hetrailedkissedbyherearandsoonenoughshewassighingagain.Sheplacedher

handsonhishandswhichwereonherstomachandthencarefullyturnedaroundsoshecould

stillbeinhisarms.Shelookedathimandleanedclosertohisface.Assoonastheirlips

touched,allelsefaded.

Deanranhishandsonherbodyandshewincedasshefeltthemtouchherbareback.He

unzippedthedressfurtherandsoonitwasontheground.Shealsofinishedunbuttoninghis

shirtandsoonitwasontheflooraswell.Shesliddownherhandbyhisarmandhelookedat

herweirdly.Secondslaterheheardthedoorlocksnapandthenchuckled.

Shesmiledandhemadeherfacetheotherwayagain.Hepulledhercloserandranhisarms

aroundherbarestomach.SheclosedhereyesagainasDean’shandstrailedupandreachedher

breasts.Heloweredhisheadagainandplantedfullkissesonherneck.Hemassagedher

breaststenderlyandshewinced,onehandslidtoherstomachwhiletheotheronefocusedon

onebreastatatime.Hegentlymassagedeachbreast,strokingthenippleandtwistingitlightly.



Nolwazimoanedasthegentlepleasurebegancreepinguponher.Deancontinuedtomassage

herbreasts...Slowlyandtenderly...Hebroughttheotherhandupandthencuppedeachbreast,

caressingthenipplesaswell.

Nolwazi:Dean...

Dean’sbodywasalsotensingupashischestpressedupagainstNolwazi’sback.Herbodywas

heatingupandDeanwasalsogettingthere.Hestoppedkissingtheleftsideoftheneckand

Nolwazitiltedherheaddifferentlysohecouldfocusontherightsideaswell.Herscentsent

jittersthroughhisbody.Ascenthealwayssmelledfromadistancewasnowsoclosetohim

thathewantedtomakesurethathetookitallin.Ashisonehandplayedwithonebreast,his

otherhandtraileddowntoherbelly.Nolwazibitherbottomlipandsighedasthepressurefrom

herbreastspulsedthrough.Shefelthishandslowlygettothetopofhertreasuredarea.She

mentallygaveherselfahighfiveforwearingalacythong.Dean’shandwasnowonhervagina.

Hebegantocaressheroverthelaceandsheletoutamoan.Hishandwentevenlowerand

Nolwaziwincedashisthumbwentupanddownherlining.HestrokedherandbeforeNolwazi

coulddigestanything,hequicklyyankedthelaceandsheyelpedasthefabricslidinherlabia.

Nolwazi:Ah!

Hepulleditupandthenusedhisotherhandtostrokeherwhileherthongwasburieddeepin

herlining.Thelacetightenedagainstherclitandshecouldn’thelpbutmoanastheintensity

filledher.

Deanthenfixedthelaceandcarefullyslidhishandinside.Hishandcameintocontactwithher

shaventreasureandshegruntedasshefelthiswarmhandfinallytouchingher.Hestrokedher

gentlyandthendelicatelyspreadherlipsapart.Shefelthimsmileandsheknewherwetness

amusedhim.Heusedonefingertoslowlygoupanddownheropeningandshesquirmedinhis

arms.Deancontinuedregardlessofherbodygoingweak-italsodidn’thelpthathisdeep

breathswereelectric.Hethenslidhishandoutandranituptillhewastouchingherface.He

slidthedrippingfingerinhermouth,wantinghertotasteherself.Shequicklybititandhe

winced.

Nolwazithenturnedaroundandlookedathim.Beforehecouldprotestsheplacedherlipson

hisandtheykissed.AtfirstitwasaslowandtenderkissbutonceNolwazifeltDean’serection



againsther,thehungerfilledherandthekissbecamemorepassionateandintense.Dean

loweredhishandsandpickedherup.Astheykissedeachotherhungrily,hewalkedovertothe

couchandcarefullymadeherlaydown.HelookeddownatherandNolwazisawthesudden

shiftinmood.Hehadanintensegazethatsentshiversallthroughherbody.

Deanplacedhishandonherlegsandmadeherspreadthem.Nolwaziopenedupherlegsand

theystaredateachotherasheslidherthongoff.Hethrewitonthesideandbeforewasting

anytime,buriedhisfacebetweenherthighsandputinthework.Helickedaroundtheouterlabia,

usinghistonguefully.Hethenmovedintoherinnerlabia...

Nolwazi:Dean...

Hewaswastingnotimeatthispoint.Hethenreachedherclitandshecriedout.Heusedhis

handtomakewayforhimandthennibbledonit.Shemoanedinpleasureasanorgasm

approached.

Nolwazi:I’mabouttocum.

Deanquicklylookedupatherandshestaredbackathim.

Nolwazi:Don’tblameme.

Deanknewshewouldcuminstantlyifhecontinuedtofocusontheclitsohestoppedand

balancedhimselfontopofher.Heleanedclosertoherfaceandtheykissed.Nolwaziwasmore

onthehungrysidebutDeanmanagedtocalmherdownandgethertoagentlerplace.She

moanedastheirtonguesdancedwitheachother.Shethenfelthisfreehandrundownherbody.

Nolwazi:Ineedtocum.

Deanlookedatherchuckled.Henoddedlightlyandthenwentdownagain,thistimeavoiding

theclitandusinghisfingers.Hecarefullylickedherandshecontinuedtomoanpleasurably.



Onceherealisedthatshewasenjoyingthisabittoomuch,hestoppedandNolwazistaredat

him.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Helookedatheramusingly.

Shepleadedwithhereyes.ItwasasthoughDeanwantedtocontrolherorgasmandonlylether

cumwhenhewanted.Nolwazifelttorturedatthispointbecauseevenherstrengthwasatalow.

Deanleanedinagainandgaveherclitonlonglickandshewinced.Hestoppedandlookedat

heragain,withhumourinhiseyes.

Dean:ReadytoadmitthatIamyourboss?

Nolwazi:Notnow,please!

Deangaveheranotherlongandslowlickandshewiggled,tryingtogetmoreofhistonguebut

hestoppedandstaredatheragain.

Dean:Ididn’thearthat?

Nolwazigaspedforairandshuthereyes.

Deanchuckledonceagainashetookoffhispantsandbriefs.

Nolwaziopenedhereyesandlookedathimdesperately.Deanpositionedherproperlyandsoon

enough,hewascarefullyslidinginher.Herclosedwallsslowlyopenedupandwelcomedhim.It

hadbeensolong!ShespreadherlegsevenwiderandDeangroanedashewentdeeperand

deeper.Oncehehadsettledinproperly,heheldherlegsandlookeddownather.Nolwazi

archedherbackandshuthereyes.



Heslowlywentinandout...Payingcloseattentiontoherreactions...Onceheheardhermoan

andsawhertouchherbreasts-thatwasconfirmationthatallwaswell.Heclosedhiseyesas

wellandallowedhimselftofinallydowhatheknewwassupposedtohappenalongtimeago.

Astheycontinuedtobaskinthegloryofthismoment,allworriedvanished.Dean’sthrusts

becamedeeperandfasterandNolwazicouldn’ttakeitanymore.Witheachthrust,shefelt

herselfcomecloserandclosertotheedge.Deantoo,waswaitingforit.Nolwazi’swetness

spreadalloverbutthatdidn’tstopthem.Sherolledherneckastheintensitycameinfloods.

Nolwazi:I’mabouttocum.

Dean:Thencum.

Nolwazishuthereyeseventighterandscreamedasallthefloodsopenedupandfled.Shefelt

herselfshakeastheintensityfilledherbody.Secondslater,Deanpulledoutandhiscumsprung

outofhisharderection.Nolwazisatup,asparalysedasshewas,andstrokedhim.Hesankon

thecouchandNolwazicontinuedtohelphimgetofffully.

***

Itwasnowaround11pmandNolwazimadeherwayinsidethehouse.Asshewalkedinthe

lounge,shefoundIvywatchingTV.

Ivy:Sistersister!

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Sorryfornotansweringyourcalls.



Ivy:Don’tworry,weknewyouwereattheoffice.Weknowhowyougetonceyou’reburiedin

yourpaperwork.

Nolwazi:Youknowmetoowell.

Ivy:Bhenjucameover.

Nolwazi:Isit?

Ivy:Yauxolisileforhisbehaviour.

Nolwazi:That’sgood.

Ivy:Areyouokay?

Nolwazi:Ya,I’mjustexhausted.

Ivy:Youlooklikeyoujustranamarathon.

Nolwazi:Youhavenoidea.

Ivy:Gotobedshame.Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?Icouldheatupsomethingforyou.

Nolwazi:Nothankslove.I’mgoingtocrashnow.

Ivy:Alrightthen,nighty.



Nolwazi:Night.

Nolwazisighedasshewalkedupthestairsandmadeherwaytothebedroom.Shedidn’teven

havetheenergytotakeashower.Shetookoffherdressandgotstraightintobed,zoningout

completely.
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Nolwaziwokeupthenextmorningandgotreadyasusual.Aftershewasdone,shemadeher

waydownstairsandfoundMduandIvy.

Nolwazi:Sanibonani.

Mdulookedatherandfrownedhumorously.Hethengotupfromthecouchandwalkedoverto

herandpickedherup.

Nolwazi:KodwaMdu.

Mduhidhisfaceinherneckandhuggedhertightly.

Ivy:Don’tforgivehimwenaLwazi.

Afterawhilehefinallyletgoofherandthenlookedatherinnocently.

Nolwazi:Havesomethingtosay?

Mdu:No.



Nolwazi:Hehe.

Mdu:Iloveyouthough.

HehuggedheragainandNolwazihuggedhimback.

Nolwazi:Ofcourseyouwillneverapologise,whatwasIthinking?

Mdu:Kantikuphekwaninila?I’mhungry.

Justthen,Thandekawalkeddownstairs,lookingveryexhausted.Allofherchildrenlookedather

weirdlyassheyawnedandstretched.

Thandeka:Morning.

Mdu:Andthen?

Thandeka:I’mexhaustedyazi.

ShestretchedagainandthenlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Hellolove.

NolwazipushedMduawayandwenttohughermother.



Thandeka:Ufikekahleizolo?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Thandeka:Didyoueat?WebroughtsometakeawaysizolofromtherestaurantnoZamo.

Mdu:Isthatwhykungaphekwangai-breaksfast?Sidlaamatakeawaymanje?

Thandeka:I’mnothereforyouwena.

Mdu:Heehngobasi-thisside,asinakwa?

ThandekalookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Wantmetopreparesomethingforyou?

Nolwazi:Noit’sfine,I’mnotthathungry.

Thandeka:Areyousure?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Thandeka:Alrightthen,areyouleavingnow?

Nolwazinodded.



Thandeka:Enjoyyourdaykebaby.

Nolwazi:Nisalekahle.

Dean:Ngilambilemama.

Thandeka:Ufunani?

AsMduwentontotellhismotherwhathewantedtoeat,Nolwazigotherthingsandmadeher

wayoutofthehouse.Shedroveoutandwentstraighttowork.

Asshemadeherwaytoheroffice,Phiwefollowedherandrecitedherplansfortheday.

Nolwazi:CanyoucheckifJacobcanmeetwithme?

Phiwe:OkayI’llgettothatnow.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Phiwe:UhmBosslady...

NolwazilookedatPhiweasherfaceturnedpale.Shewasstaringattheareabythecouch.

Phiwe:Nothing.

Nolwazi:Areyouokay?



Phiwe:Yes,Iam.I’llgetyourtea.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

PhiwewalkedoutandNolwaziwentovertoherdeskandgotinherzone.Justasshewas

typingaway,herphonerangandsheglancedatit.Sherolledhereyesbeforesheansweredit.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Titi:Yebo.

Nolwazi:Unjanima?

Titi:Asifyoucare...Listenhere,IwantedtoconfirmourtriptoDundee.Siyahambaksasa.

Nolwazi:Ithoughtwe’releavingthedayaftertomorrow-

Titi:Wellwewanttoarrivethereearlybecausewehavealotofpreparations.

Nolwazi:OhuhmI’llleteveryoneknow.

Titi:Youdon’thavetocome.

Nolwazi:OhI’mdefinitelycoming...Goingtomakethemostofmylastfamilyceremonywith

youall.



Titi:Huh?

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Wewillbethere.

Titi:Bye.

Nolwazi:Goodbye.

Shedroppedthecallanddialledhermother’snumberandshepickedupafterawhile.

Thandeka:Baby?

Nolwazi:MamauTiticalledmenow.

Thandeka:Ithinileyonja?

Nolwazi:ApparentlytheyleavetomorrowforDundee.

Thandeka:Shetoldyouthat?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Thandeka:YaziatthispointIdon’tseewhywehavetogo.



Nolwazi:NoIwanttogo.Thiswillbethelasttimesihlangananaboanyway.

Thandeka:EishI’llcallyourfatherke.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Thandeka:Lwaziwereyouseriousaboutthedivorce?

Nolwazicoughedassheallowedhermindtotrailbacktothepreviousnight’shappenings.

Thandeka:Lwazi?

Shequicklysnappedoutofit.

Nolwazi:Icouldn’tbesurer.

Thandeka:Wellalrightthen...Shapke.

Nolwazi:Byema.

Shedroppedthecallandsatthere,thinkingaboutlastnight.Shestillhadn’tprocessedwhatshe

did.Shefiguredthatifshedidn’tthinkaboutitthenshe’dfunctionproperly.Nowthatthe

flashbackswerefillingherhead,shefoundherselffindingithardtobreathe.Shequicklystood

upandwalkedoutofherofficeandwentstraighttothebathroom.Shegotthereandtriedto

gatherherthoughts.Afterawhilesheeventuallywalkedoutandmadeherwayback.She

walkedbackinherofficeandfoundDeanstandingbyherdesk.Shesighedasshewalkedin.

Nolwazi:Nicetoknowthatmyofficeisanopenspaceforall.



Dean:WasIsupposedtowaitoutside?

Nolwazi:That’swhatnormalpeopledo.

Dean:Goodforthem.

Theystaredateachotherforawhile.

Dean:Afteryournaggingyesterday,ImanagedtoconvinceJacobtomeetwithyou.

Nolwazi:Isit?Howkindofyou.

Deanwalkedovertothecouchandsatdownwithagrinonhisface.

Nolwazi:Iguesssleepingwiththerightpeoplehasitsbenefits.

Dean:Youhavenoidea.

Nolwazichuckledasshesatdown.JustthenPhiwewalkedbackinwithNolwazi’stea.She

placeditonthedeskandthenturnedtolookatDean.

Phiwe:HiDr.Hlongwane.

Nolwazi:Phiwestopcallinghimthat.



Phiwe:Buthesai-

Nolwazi:Hewasnotserious.

PhiwegigglednervouslyasshelookedatDean.

Phiwe:Oh...WellIthoughthewas.

DeanlookedatPhiweandthenatNolwazi...Thatwasaclearindicationthatitwastimefor

Phiwetosteponout.PhiwelookedatNolwazisadly,shereallyhadacrushonDeanandhis

coldnessdidn’thelpatall.

Nolwazi:ThankyoufortheteaMissPhiwe.

Phiwesmiledandnoddedbeforewalkingout.Nolwazibegandrinkingherteaandjustthen,

therewasaknockonthedoorandbeforeNolwazicouldsaycomein,Kwanelehadalready

openedthedoor.

BothDeanandNolwazijuststaredathimblankly.

Kwanele:Sanibonani.

Dean:Buthelezi.

KwaneleglancedatDeanintentlybeforefocusingonNolwazi,whowasonherdesk.

Kwanele:PleaseexcuseusDean?



Deangotupfromthecouchandnoddedlightly.HelookedatNolwazi.

Dean:I’llsendyouanemailwiththedetailsaboutyourmeetingwithJacob.

Nolwazi:Thatwouldbehighlyappreciated.

Dean:Suchfavoursremainunforgotten.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Thankyouverymuchboss.

DeannoddedandthenlookedatKwanelewhowasgrittinghisteeth.

Dean:UsalekahleButhelezi.

KwanelenoddedstifflyasDeanwalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Kwanelewalkedoverto

Nolwazi’sdeskandlookedather.Shetookasipofherteaandlookedbackathim,withno

stress.

Kwanele:Ithinkit’stimeyourfamilygoesbacktoJohannesburg.

Nolwaziraisedaneyebrowandlookedathiminnocently.

Nolwazi:Isit?

Kwanelenoddedtightly.



Nolwazi:Thentellthemtoleave.ItisOURhouseafterallsoyouhaveeveryrighttoeliminate

whatevermakesyouuncomfortable.

Kwanelenarrowedhiseyesandstaredatherasshetookanothersipofhertea.Sherelaxedin

herchairandtookanothersip.

Kwanele:Soyou’refinewithmeaskingthemtoleave?

Sheshruggedhershoulderslightly.

Nolwazi:DowhatevermakesyouhappyKwanele.

HesighedheavilyandthenNolwazi’sworktelephonerang.

Nolwazi:Sorry,Ihavetoanswerthis.

Kwanelenoddedassheanswered.

Nolwazi:Hello?...HiJacob,Deantoldmeyouagreedtomeet...

NolwaziwatchedasKwanelewalkedaroundtheoffice.

Nolwazi:YesIwanttodiscussthenewplanyouformulated...No,it’sjustthatIspottedacouple

offlawsthatIthinkweneedtorectify...

Kwanelewalkedovertowherethecouchis.



Nolwazi:YesIwouldappreciatethat...No,2pmisfine...

Nolwaziwatchedasherhusbandbentdownandpickedupsomething.

Nolwazi:SoshouldIcomewithmypl-

Nolwazicoughedacoupleoftimesandclearedherthroat.

KwanelewalkedovertoherdeskandheplacedNolwazi’slacethongontopofherpaperwork.

ShestaredatKwaneleashetightenedhisjawandhuffedsilently.

Nolwazi:Uhmyes,Iwillcomewithmyproposedplan...2pmisperfect...Alrightthankyou,bye.

Sheslowlydroppedthecallandthenreachedforherthongandlookedatit.Kwanelewas5-to-

bursting.

Nolwazismiledlightlyandthenleanedcomfortablyonherchair.

Nolwazi:Welllookiehere...

ShelookedatKwaneleandsmiledwarmly.Shethenputdownthethongandtookanothersipof

hertea.
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Nolwazistaredatherhusbandashepacedaroundtheoffice.

Nolwazi:What’swrong,Nele?

Kwanelepacedaroundandtriedtospeakbuthisangerfailedhim.HewalkedovertoNolwazi

andpulledherupfromherchair.Nolwazi,whowasnotexpectingthis,squealedinshockanda

bitofnervousnessasshehadneverseenhimlikethis.Hepressedheragainstthebookshelf

andforasplitsecondshewasterrifiedbutshemanagedtokeephercomposure.

Kwanele:Sothisishowitisnow?

Hepressedherharderandshekeptastraightfaceeventhoughthebookshelfwashurtingher

back.

Kwanele:ReallyNolwazi?

Helookedatherwithindescribablefuryinhiseyes.

Nolwazi:UyazibonaukuthiungibambekanjaniKwanele?

Hepressedherevenharder.

Nolwazi:You’rehurtingmeKwanele.

Shesaidthatsocalmlythatsheevensurprisedherself.

Kwanele:Soyou’refuckingpeopleinyourofficenow?



Nolwazi:YoufindMYthonginMYofficeandconcludethatI’mbeingfucked?

Kwanele:WhatelseamIsupposedtoassume?

Nolwazi:Kwaneleyou’rehurtingme.

Kwaneletightenedhisjawasheletgoofherandshelookedathimcalmly.

Nolwazi:Whatbringsyouhereanyway?

Kwanele:Don’tfuckwithmeNolwazi!

Nolwazi:WellIhaven’tdonethatinover6months.

Shechuckledandshookherhead.

Nolwazi:Ah...Icrackmyselfupsometimes.

Shewalkedbacktoherchairandsatdown.AsnervousasshewasaboutKwanele’sanger,she

remainedascoolasacucumber.

Kwanelestoodbythebookshelfandtriedtocontrolhisbreathing.Nolwazitookanothersipof

herteaandleanedonherchaironceagain.Thesilencewaspiercing...

Suddenlytherewasaknockonthedoor.

“ItbetternotbeDeanbecausenowisnottherighttime,”shethought.



Nolwazi:Comein.

ThedooropenedandsureenoughitwasDean.Nolwazicouldn’thelpbutrollhereyesatthe

universe.

DeanlookedatKwaneleandthenatNolwazi.

Dean:Wehaveameetingtopreparefor.

Nolwazi:Whi-

Kwanele:OnemorewordfromyouandIwillsliceyou.

Dean’sfacechangedashelookedatKwanele.Itwasamixtureofshockandangerwithatad

bitofhumouraswell.

Dean:Uhm?

Kwanele:Phuma.

DeanglancedatNolwaziwhowashappilydrinkinghertea.

Dean:HaiboButhelezi.

KwanelewasabouttowalkovertoDeanwhenNolwazistoodupandstoodinhisway.



Nolwazi:Yabonamanjeuhlazamina.

Kwanelelookedatherindisbelief.

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Khuzaindodayakho...

WiththatsaidDeanwalkedoutandshutthedoor.

NolwaziandKwanelestoodthereforalongtime.

Nolwazi:Doyouseemerunningtoyourofficeandactingcrazy?

Kwanelereallywasholdinghimselfback.IttookallhismightnottoreachouttoNolwazianddo

unforgivablethingstoher.

Nolwazi:You’vealreadydisrespectedmeenoughsoplease.

Kwanelepushedherasideandstormedoutoftheoffice,almostbreakingherdoorasheshutit.

SecondslaterNolwazipacedaroundtheroomaseverythingsankin.

Nolwazi:Whatjusthappened??

Herheartratewasskyhighandherpalmsweresweating.

Nolwazi:Shit!



AfteracoupleofminutesshewalkedoutofherofficeandwentstraighttoDean’soffice.She

walkedrightinandbeforeshecouldsayanything,shesawNtsikisittingthere,lookingpissed.

Nolwazi,whowasnowintheoffice,stoodthereandclearedherthroat,shewasbothshocked

andconfused.SheglancedatDeanwhowasalsonotlookingtoohappyhimselfoverthereat

hisdesk.ShethenglancedatNtsikiwholookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:Uhm,hiNtsiki.

NolwazismiledandNtsikiexhaled.

Ntsiki:HeyLwazi.

Nolwaziclearedherthroat.

Nolwazi:Uhm,Ididn’tknowyouwerehere.IwassupposedtohaveameetingwithDean.

Ntsiki:Ijustgotherena-

Dean:Giveme5minutes.

Nolwazitookadeepbreathandsmiled.

Nolwazi:Noit’snotaproblem.Takeyourtim-

Dean:Didn’tIsaygiveme5minutes?



Nolwazilookedathimindisbelief,hopinghewouldapologiseforbeingrudebutinsteadhe

staredatherintenselyandtightenedhisjaw.

Ntsiki:Don’tworryLwaziIwon’tbetoolong...

NolwazifeltherselfgettingangryandshegaveDeanadeadlystarebeforeturningaroundand

walkingout.ShemadeherwaybacktotheofficeandfoundPhiweinthere.

Phiwe:Bossla-

Nolwazi:UfunaniPhiwe?

PhiwegaspedinshockbecauseNolwazihadneverbeensosnappywithher.Nolwazilookedat

Phiweandsawhowhurtandoffendedshewas.

Shetookadeepbreathandsmiledlightly.

Nolwazi:I’msorrylove.Ihavealotonmymind.

Phiwesighedinrelieveandsmiled.

Phiwe:Iunderstand...

Nolwaziwalkedovertoherdeskandsawherthongstillchillingthereandshequicklygrabbedit

andputitinherdeskdrawer.PhiwegiggledandNolwazilookedather.

Phiwe:Don’tstresssilly!He’syourhubby!



Nolwaziexhaledloudlyandsankonherchair.

Phiwe:Atleastyou’rekeepingthesparkalive!

Nolwazistifledasmiled.

Phiwe:IwantedtoaskifIcanalsotakeThursdayandFridayoff,seeingasyouwon’tbehere.

Nolwazitookhercupandfinishedupthelukewarmtea.Sheblinkedacoupleoftimesandthen

smiled.

Nolwazi:Uhmofcourseyoucan.

Phiwe:Thankyou!Thankyou!Thankyou!

Phiwewalkedovertoherandhuggedher.

Nolwazi:Alright!

Phiwe:IcanfinallyspendsometimewithScelo.

Nolwazichuckled.

Phiwe:HehasbeensodistantlatelysoIneedtoreigniteourspark.



Phiwegiggled.

Phiwe:JustlikeyouBosslady.

Nolwazilaughedabitawkwardlyandnodded.

Nolwazi:Havefun.

Phiwe:Willdo!

Nolwazi:Kodwakewestillhavetherestofthisdaysolet’sgetmoving!

Phiwe:Yes!

Shewalkedoutoftheofficeandassoonassheclosedthedoor,Nolwaziputherheadonher

deskandsighedheavily.Afterawhileherworkphonerangandsheansweredit.

Nolwazi:Nolwazispeaking.

Dean:Comeover.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:I’llbewaiting.

Nolwazi:Exc-



DeandroppedthecallandNolwazicussedsilently.Shestoodupandwalkedoutofheroffice

andwentstraighttoDean’s.Sheopenedthedoorandbeforeshecouldutteraword,hegrabbed

herbythewaist,lockedthedoorandthenpressedheragainstit.

Nolwazi:Whothehelldoyouthinkyouare??

Dean:Yourboss.

Nolwazi:I’mnotsomefloozyyoucantalkshi-

Hepressedhislipsagainsthersandforacoupleofsecondstheybothkissedeachothervery

angrily.Afterawhilethekisssloweddownandinturn,becamequitetender.Boththeirbodies

relaxedandaftersometimeDeanstoppedandthenlookedatherwithacalmervibe.

Dean:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:Don’teveraddressmelikethat.

Henoddedlightlyandthenletgoofherandwalkedovertohisdesk.Nolwaziwipedhermouth

andthenfixedherdress.

Nolwazi:Dean,Kwaneleispissed.

Deankeptquietandsatontheedgeofhisdeskandlookedatherblankly.

Nolwazi:I’veneverseenhimlikethat.



Dean:Ishegone?

NolwazinoddedlightlyandDeanshookhishead.

Dean:Ntsikibrokeupwithme.

Nolwazifrowned.

Dean:Shesaysshe’stiredofmymoodswings.

Nolwazi:Wellshehasapoint.

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Listen,thenexttimeyouseemeleavemyunderwear,don’tjustleaveitthere.

Deanraisedaneyebrowandsmiled.

Dean:Thenexttime?

Nolwazirolledhereyesandunlockedherdoor.

Nolwazi:Ihaveameetingtopreparefor.

DeanchuckledandnoddedasNolwaziwalkedout.Shewenttothebathroomtogogather

herselfandherthoughts.



INSERT29(Couldn’tedit)

Itwasnowaround5pmandNolwaziwasgettingreadytoknockoff.Asshefinisheduppacking

herthings,therewasaknockonthedooranditwasDean.

Nolwazi:I’llseeyounextweek.

Dean:Whateveryoudo,don’tactafoolthere.

Nolwazi:Iwon’t...Ijustwanttogetthingsoverwithalready.

Deannoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Anyway,goodbye.

Shewalkedovertohimandtheysharedahug.

Dean:Goodluck.

Shefrownedandthentookherthingsandtheywalkedoutoftheofficetogether.

***

AsNolwaziwalkedinthehouse,shewasshockedtoseeherfatherinthekitchen,chattingto

Thandeka.

Nolwazi:Dad?



Dumakudeglancedathisdaughterandsmiled.

Dumakude:YeboNolwazi.

Sheputherthingsdownandwenttohughim.

Dumakude:Unjani?

Nolwazi:Ngiyaphilawenaunjani?

Dumakude:Namingiyaphilasisi.

Nolwazi:UhmIdidn’tknowukuthiuzofikanamhlanje.

Dumakude:Yourmothersawitfittochangemyflight.

Nolwazi:Oh...

Thandeka:Hellobaby.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Dumakude:Awusemuhlenje.

Nolwazifrownedasshelookedatherfather.



Thandeka:Uyambona?Clearlygoingbacktoworkwasagoodthingngobashehasbeenvery

happy.

Dumakude:There’snocomingbetweenyouandyourwork.

Nolwazichuckledandnodded.

Nolwazi:Well,thankyou.

Thandeka:Areyouhungry?

Nolwazi:Iwasthinkingofmeetingupwiththegirlstonight.I’vemissedthemterribly.

Thandeka:Ohalrightthen.

Nolwazi:Youdon’tmind,right?

Thandeka:NoIdon’tungahamba.

Nolwazi:Alright.

Shemadeherwaytothebedroomandtookoffherdress.Shesatonherbedasshedialled

Sly’snumber.Thephonerangforawhilebutsheeventuallyanswered.

Sly:Lwazi!

Nolwazi:Heyyou!



Sly:ThewayImissyouthough!

Nolwazi:Unamanga.

Sly:No,I’mseriousfriend.PhelaI’mbusyplanningababyshowersothisweekhasbeenhectic

sofar.

Nolwazi:Whenisit?

Sly:It’sforSaturdaybutI’mworkingwithabestfriendwhowantsperfectionsonjeI’mbeing

drilled.

Nolwazi:KazenizobatholaniniabantwanasoIcanorganiseyourbabyshowers.

Sly:Haiwenaungalinge!

Theylaughed.

Nolwazi:Listen,Iwantustomeettonight.

Sly:WooIamin!

Nolwazi:Great,socanyoubetheorganiser?

Sly:Futsek!



Nolwazilaughed.

Sly:I’llcalltheotherskeandI’llseewherewecanmeet.

Nolwazi:Fantastic,you’lltextmethedetails.

Sly:Shaplove.

SuddenlyathoughtcreepedinNolwazi’smind.

Nolwazi:Wait,Sly.

Sly:What’sup?

Nolwaziclearedherthroat.

Nolwazi:Uhmlisten,canitjustbethethreeofus?

Slylaughedforagoodminute.

Sly:Asinme,youandNomi?

Nolwazi:Ya.

Sly:Yousneakylittlegirl!



Nolwazi:Ijustneedtotalktoyouaboutsomething.

Sly:Ofcourselove,Thuliisprobablybusyanyway.

Nolwazi:Okaythen.

Sly:Shap.

Nolwazi:Byebye.

Shedroppedthecallandsatthereforafewminutes.Thuliwasthelastpersonwhoneededto

knowabouttherecenteventsthattookplaceinNolwazi’slife.Herloyaltywasatadbit

questionablesothelastthingsheneededtoknowwasthatNolwaziwasgettingreadytofilefor

adivorceandshesleptwithsomeoneelsebesidesKwanele.Afterawhileshewenttothe

bathroomandtookabath,tryingtorelaxabit.Afterabout30minutesshegotout,driedand

lotionedherselfandthenfoundsomethingcasualtowear.Asshewasgettingdressed,her

phonerangandshewenttoanswerit,itwasNomi.

Nolwazi:Nomz.

Nomi:Heyyou.

Nolwazi:Unjani?

Nomi:Ngiyaphilasthandwa,wena?

Nolwazi:I’mgoodhey.What’sup?



Nomi:ShouldIbringvodka?

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Nomthandazo,really??

Nomi:What??I’mjusttryingtounderstandwhatkindofnightitwillbe.Sadorcelebratory?

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Abitofboth,Iguess.

Nomi:ThenIwon’tbringthestrongvodkake.

Nolwazi:Youarebeyonddamagedwena!

Nomi:Seeyounownowke.

Nolwazi:Kantisihlanganakuphi?

Nomi:Sly’splace.

Nolwazi:Alrightthen,shap.

Nomi:Bye.



Shedroppedthecallandfinishedupgettingdressed.Shefinishedupandthendidacoupleof

touch-upsandthenmadeherwaydownstairs.Shesaidgoodbyetoherparentsandthenmade

herwayout.

***

SlywasbusycookinginthekitchenandNomiandNolwaziweresittingonthehighstools,

drinkingchampagne.

Nolwazi:SohowisthevibebetweenyouandRichie?

Sly:Argh,ifyoupeoplewouldstopcallinghimthat!

Nolwazi:Haiboit’shisnamemos!

Sly:Haimanstop!

Nolwazi:Manjeufunasithini?

Nomi:ShecallshimChocolateDrop.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Uyahlanya,manjemelesibizeindodayakhongoChocolateDrop?Inwhichpartofthe

worldisthatnormal??

Sly:HaimanuRichiesoundslikesomewashedupdrugdealerwhosellsnyaope.



Theyalllaughed.

Nolwazi:Sohowishe?

Nomi:Heehusathihowishe?Hisclothesarealloverthishouse!

Nolwazi:Slindile!

Sly:What??Hesayshewantstoleavetracesofhimselfla.

Nolwazi:Andyou’veknownhimforhowlongkonje??

Sly:Awungiyekeplease.Thismanfloodsmewithsomanyorgasms,Ireallycouldmarryhim

rightnow.

Nomi:Sies!

Sly:Nomiyou’restillavirgin.You’llneverunderstandsisisoIdon’tjudgeyou.

Nolwazi:HaikodwanaweNomikantiwhenareyouplanningonpoppingyourcherry?

Nomi:Never!Iwillremainuntouchedtilltheend.

Sly:What’sworseisthatshedoesn’tevenmasturbate!

Nolwazi:Exactly!Like,howdoyoudealwithallyourfrustrations?



Nomi:Idrink,youidiots!Whatyouneedtounderstandisthatsexisnotapriorityorneed.A

personcanlivewithoutit.

Nolwazilaughedsarcastically.

Sly:Thedayamantearsthatvaginaup,youwillswallowyourwords!

Nolwazi:Andapenis!

Theyalllaughed.

Nomi:HaisukaI’mperfectlyfine.Myalcoholkeepsmesoniceandwarmalldaysothere’sno

needforotherthings.

Sly:HaikodwaNomthandazominangiyalashame.

Nomi:Wenauthandaizintonje.

Sly:OfcourseIdo!Wooowhenthatmanslidesitinandyourjuicesareallshinyanddrippingfor

him?

Nolwazi:Andwhenheopensupsomedeepplacesyouthoughtwereunreachable.

Sly:Andwhenheisdonebutyoustillfeelitinyourstomach??

Nomi:Siesman!



Sly:Andafteragoodpoundingsession,youstillfeelvibrationswhenyouwalk.

Nomitookahugegulpofherchampagne.

Nolwazi:I’mallaboutbeingclosedoffandallthatotherstuffbutevenIcanadmitthatsexis

thetruth,Nomi!

Sly:You’remissingout,friend.

Nomi:Ineedsomethingstronger.

Shereachedforhervodkaandtookashot.

Sly:Onedayyou’llrealisethatthislifeyou’relivingisallkindsoffuckedup.Sexisthetruth!

Nolwazi:Nothingbutthetruth!

NominarrowedhereyesandfocusedonNolwazi.

Nomi:Howwouldyouknowbecauseyou’vebeendryformonthsonendnow??

Nolwazifocusedonherdrink.

Sly:Hellno!Youdidnotgivethatpolygamistmanyourvagina!



Nolwazi:HaibowhosaidI’mhavingsex?

Nomi:Wellacoupleofminutesago,yousureashellsoundedlikeyouwerespeakingabout

recentshit.

Nolwazishookherheadandlookedattheminnocently.

Nolwazi:IwouldneverhavesexwithKwanele.Comeonguys.

Slysighedahugesighofrelieve.

Nolwazi:Iwouldnever!

Sly:Thanktheheavens!

NolwazishookherheadandchuckledandwhenshelookedatNomi,shewasstaringather

suspiciously.

Nolwazi:YiniNomthandazo?

Nomi:Somethingisn’trighthere.

Nolwazi:Excuseme?

Sly:Udakiwelo.

Nomishookherheadandpouted.



Nomi:Hmkay!

Sly:Thefoodisready.

Nolwazi:I’lldishup.

Nolwazistoodupanddishedupforallthreeofthem.

Nomi:LookatherSlindile.

Sly:Yininawena??

Nomi:Lookatyourfriend!

NolwaziglancedatthemandSlylookedatNolwazi.

Sly:Hmm.

Nolwazi:Haike.

SlytiltedherheadandlookedatNolwazifromheadtotoe.

Nomi:There’ssomething.

SlystaredatNolwaziandNolwaziignoredthemandtooktheplatestothebalcony.Nomi



broughtthedrinksandSlybroughtthecutlery.Theygotthereandbeganeating.

Nolwazi:SouthiunjaniuChocolateDrop?

Sly:U-right.

Nolwazilaughedlightly.Shethenfocusedonherplateoffood.Whenshelookedup,bothSly

andNomiwerestaringather.

Nolwazisighedandrolledhereyes.
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SlyandNomicontinuedtostareatNolwaziandshetookadeepbreathandstaredbackatthem.

Nolwazi:I’mgettingadivorce.

Nomi’sjawdroppedandSlylookedatherwithablankexpression.

Nomi:What?!

Nolwazilookedatbothofthemandkeptquiet.TheysatinsilenceforawhileuntilSlycleared

herthroat.

Sly:Areyousureaboutthis?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.



Sly:Shit.

Theysatinsilenceoneagainandthenoutofnowhere,Nomistartedsobbing.

Sly:Whatthefuck?

NolwazistoodupandwenttositnexttoNomi.

Nolwazi:Nomi,what’swrongnow?

SlyandNolwaziglancedateachotherasbothofthemheldNomi.

Sly:Nomi?

NomilookedatSly.

Nomi:Doyounotunderstandhowsacredmarriageis?

Slyfrowned.

Nomi:Adivorce?

ShethenlookedatNolwazi.

Nomi:Adivorce,Nolwazi?



Shecontinuedtosob.

Sly:That’sunfairthough.Kwaneleistheonewhotarnishedeverything.

Nomi:No,I’mnotblaminganyone.I’mjustshockedthat’sall.

Nolwaziwentbacktoherseatandfoundherselfgettingemotionalaswell.Herdecisionwas

slowlysinkingin...

Sly:Idon’tthinkit’sfairtoexpectsomeonetostayafterbeingbetrayedtosuchanextent.

Kwaneleisnothavingsomeunknownaffair.HeliterallyspatonNolwazi’sfaceandmarried

someoneelse!

TheysatinsilenceforawhileandthenNomistoodupandwenttositnexttoNolwazi.

Nomi:I’msorry.Ijustneverthoughtthiswouldhappen,especiallytoyou.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Nomi:No,ImeanitLwazi.Iwasn’texpectingyoutosaythat.

Sly:Whatwereyouexpecting?Youthoughtshe’dtellusthatshewantstohostbrunchand

invitethatTholakelegirl?

NolwazilookedatSlyandSlycussed.

Sly:Iwillneverunderstandhowyouwouldwantsomeonetokeeptorturingthemselves.Ican’t



evenstomachwhatKwaneledidbuthereyouarefeelingsorryforhim?Haiboungazobheda

wenaNomthandazo.

Nomi:Whosaidanythingaboutfeelingsorryforhim?

Sly:Manjeukhaliswayini?

NomilookedatSlyindisbelief.

Sly:NoonedeserveswhatNolwaziisgoingthrough.Youdedicateyourwholelifetoaperson

andthentheyturnaroundanddosomeshitlikethat?WhatdoyouexpectNolwazitodo?Stay

andacceptthatshewillsharethemanshelovesknowinglylikethere’snothingwrong?

Nolwazi:Slyd-

Sly:Haisuka.Ukhalelani?UnesicefemanNomthandazo.

Nolwazi:Slindile.

NomiwassobbingalloveragainandNolwazicomfortedher.

Sly:Idon’tknow,maybeit’sbecauseyou’veneverlovedsomeone...

Slystoodup.

Sly:Becauseifyouhavethenyousureashellwouldunderstandthehurtyourbestfriendis

goingthroughandyouwouldn’tsitthereandcryforthemanwhocausedallthathurt.



WiththatsaidshewalkedbackinthehouseandNolwazitriedcalmingNomidown.

Nolwazi:Listen,Iunderstandwhereyou’recomingfrom.

Nomi:IlivedwithyouguysLwazi.I’mjustdisappointedthatalltheyearsyou’veinvestedhave

gonetowaste.

NolwazinoddedlightlyandwipedNomi’stears.

Nomi:Allthepainandjoyyou’vewentthroughwasfornothing.Yourfouryearswithhimare

gone...

NolwazinoddedandNomicalmeddown.

Nomi:I’mnotcryingbecauseIfeelsorryforhim.

Nolwazi:Iknow,stopexplainingyourself.

Nomisighedheavilyandnoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:NomitherearenowordsthatcouldeverdescribethehurtI’mfeeling.EverydayIwake

upandItrysomuchnottogiveintothissinkingfeelingthatisalwayslurkinginme.Kwanele

hashurtmesomuchthatIdon’tthinkIwilleverrecoverfromthispunch.I’msohurt!

NolwaziwasnowcryingandNomitriedcomfortingher.

Nolwazi:Howcouldhedosomethinglikethat?Idon’tcarehowmuchhisfamilypressurised

himbuthowcouldhedosomethingsohurtfultome?Couldn’thegoandhaveababywithout



meknowing?Doeseveryonereallyexpectmetositthisthroughandseeitasoneofourother

marriageobstacles?Iamsohurt.

SlywalkedbackoutandsatnexttoNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Evenifhedoesdecidetoseparatefromher,itstilldoesn’tchangethefactthathedid

it.ThisistheworstbetrayalofmylifeandIdon’tthinkmyheartwilleverrecover.

Sly:Dowhat’sbestforyou.

Nolwazi:Idon’tknowhowlifeiswithouthim.He’sbeensuchaconstantinmylifethatInever

thoughtI’dreachthedaywhereIhavetoerasehim.HowdoImovepastthis?

SlyandNomikeptquiet.

Nolwazi:AndnowIsleptwithsomeoneelseandIfeellikeabsoluteshit.HowdoIstillmanage

tofeelbadevenafterhehasbetr-

Nolwazistoppedherselfassoonassherealisedwhatshesaid.BothSlyandNomitensedup

andstaredather.

Nolwaziwipedhertears.

Nolwazi:Isleptwithsomeoneelse.

SlyletgoofNolwaziandturnedherbodysoshecouldfaceherdirectly.

Sly:What?!!!



Nomijustsatthere,frozen.

Nolwazishruggedhershoulders.

Sly:Yousleptwithsomeoneelse?!!

NolwazinoddedlightlyandthenglancedatNomi,whowasstillfrozen.

Sly:What???

Nolwazirubbedhereyesandsighed.

OutofnowhereSlystoodupandstartingjumpingaround.

Sly:Amen!!!

Nolwazifrowned.

Sly:Amen!Amen!Amen!

Nomistoodupaswellbutshewentinsidethehouse.

Sly:Who?When?HOW?

Nolwazihidherface.



Sly:Nolwazi!

Nolwazi:Dean.

Sly:Dean?!

Nolwazinodded.

Sly:Dean,asinDEANyourfuckenBOSS?!

Nolwazi:Technicallyhe’snotmyb-

Sly:Dean?!!Ohshit!

Shecontinuedtojumparound.

Nolwazi:Pleasesitdown.

Themoodhadsomehowshifted.Slysatdownandslappedherthigh.

Sly:Spill!

Nolwazi:Spillwhat?

Sly:Ngizokufakaimpamawena!



JustthenNomiwalkedbacktothebalconywithabottleofvodka.Shetookahugegulpandsat

down.

Sly:IthinkIalsoneedsome.

Nolwazi:Metoo.

Nomigavethemthebottleandtheyalltookhugegulps.

Nolwazi:Idon’tknowhowithappened.

Sly:Howthough??

Nolwazitookadeepbreathandwentontotellthemhowitallbegan.

Sly:DoyouunderstandthatKwanelehasbeentheonlypersontohavesexwithyou?!

Nolwazi:Wellnotanymore.

Sly:Exactly!Hehasnopoweroveryounow!

Nolwazi:Ifeelbad.

Sly:Badforwho?Forthatmanwhoisprobablysuckingthedaylightsoutofhisnewbitch??



Nolwazifrowned.

Nomi:HowwasitLwazi?

NolwazilookedatNomi’sinnocentfaceandcouldn’thelpbutsmile.Sheaskedwithsuch

randominnocence.

Nolwazi:Itwasgood.

Sly:Wasittheonlytime?

Nolwazinodded.

Sly:Howmanyrounds?

Nolwazi:Just2.

Sly:Andyoudidn’tdoanythingtoday?

Sheshookherhead.

Slylaughedloudly.

Sly:Ohshit!Ican’tbelievethis.Fuck!

Nomi:Doyoulikehim?



Sly:Shit,Ialsolikethearrogantsonofabitch.

Nomi:He’snotforyouthoughLwazi.

Sly:Haiwenawhosaidshewantsadeeprelationship?

NomilookedatNolwaziintently.

Nomi:Becareful,thismightnotendwell.

Nolwazi:It’snotserious.

Nomi:Exactly.I’dratheryousleepwithsomeoneelsethanhim.Idon’tlikehim.

Sly:Fortunatelyhe’snotfuckingyou,angithi?

SlythenfocusedonNolwazi.

Sly:You’reenjoyingyourself?

Nolwazi:It’snotaregularthingman,ithappenedonce.

Nomi:You’revulnerablerightnowLwazi,thisguyistakingadvantageofthat.

Slygrunted.



Nomi:Whatwillhappenafteryou’rebothtiredofeachother?Willyoubeabletowork

productivelytogether?

Nolwazi:Nomiyou’reoveranalysingthis.

Nomi:I’mjustnotsureaboutthis.

Sly:ManjeuthibekunjaniLwazi?

NolwaziwasstillfocusedonNomi.

Sly:Thisisexactlywhyyouwillneverbehappy.Youkeepcrackingcodesandcalculatingthings

whennoneofthatisnecessary.Atthemoment,sleepingwithDeanisbringingsometypeof

positivefeelinginyou.Baskinthatandenjoyyourself.

Nomi:Itdoesn’tmakeitright.

Sly:I’mnotgoingtoarguewithyouNomthandazo.Atthispointthere’snousefightingabout

what’srightandwrong.Kwaneleshowedusthattherearenoboundarieshere.

Nomi:What’stheuseofactingrecklesswhenallthatinstantgratificationand“positivity”won’t

last?IfthiswasanyotherguythenI’dprobablybelessconcernedbutthisisyourcolleague.

Youhavetothinklongtermunlessyou’replanningonfindinganothercompanytoworkfor.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Nomi:Don’tbefooledbythose30secondsofecstasywheninactualfactyourlifewillbe

negativelyimpactedinthelongrun,formorethan30seconds.



NomilookedatNolwaziintentlyandNolwazisatthereandprocessedeverything.

Nomi:Dealwithyourdivorcefirstandthenmoveontoanotherthing.Don’tmessupyourlifeall

inthenameofhurtandanger.Takeitonestepatatime...AndthisDeanpersonclearlyisn’t

yourfriendbecauseafriendwouldknowthatyouareveryhurtatthemomentthereforethe

decisionsyoumakearen’tasrationalastheynormallywould...

Nolwazikeptquiet...

Nomi:Idon’tlikethis,Lwazi...Idon’tlikethisatall...
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AfterNomihadpassedout,naturally,SlyandNolwazicleaneduptheplace.Aftertheywere

done,Slywenttogetajointforthemandtheywentbacktothebalcony.

Sly:Howareyoufeeling?

Nolwazi:Wantmetobehonest?

Sly:Thisismewe’retalkingabout.

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Nomiisabsolutelycorrect.

Slykeptquietandtheysatinsilenceforawhile.



Nolwazi:ButI’mnotlisteningtoherrightnow.

SlylookedatNolwazi.

Nolwazi:It’ssoeasyforhertosayallofthosethingsbecausesheissoinexperienced.

Slynodded.

Nolwazi:Thegirlknowsnothingaboutlifetobehonest.She’sspeakingfromobservationand

textbooktypeofknowledge.Rightnow,I’mnothearingher.

Sly:She’sinexperienced.

Nolwazi:Toomuch!

Sly:Allthattalkisdeepandtouchingbuthoneyifyourhusbandgoesandmarriesanother

personthenallbetsareoff.

Nolwazi:Shehasablackandwhiteviewoflife.There’snogreyarea.

Sly:Anditreallytakesalotformetonotslapsomesenseintoher.

Nolwazi:SlycanItellyousomething?

Sly:Goahead.



Nolwazi:Asmessedupasitis,sleepingwithDeanignitedsomethinginme.I’mnotsayingI’m

healedbutI’mdefinitelynotsulkingeither.

Sly:Andyouhaveeveryrighttodecidewhatyouwanttodo.Don’tletanyonedictatehowyou

shoulddealwiththis.

Nolwazi:WhenKwanelefinallyrealisedthatheisnotthecentreofmyworldanymore,Igota

kickoutofit.Ienjoyedseeinghimlikethat.

Slynodded.

Nolwazi:SofornowI’mgoingtodowhatmakesmehappy.I’lldealwiththerestwhenthetime

comes.WhatIknowforsureisthatIwillnotsithereandcryoverKwanele...I’mbeyondhurtbut

Ican’tlivelikethat.I’mcuttinghimoffmylife.

Sly:Andwhateveryoudo,makesureit’swhatyouwant.Eventhoughitmightmakeotherpeople

frownorsideeyeyou,doit.YouhaveafriendinmeandIwillneverjudgeyou.Idon’twantyou

towasteanymoretearsonthatman.IfyouwanttogotoParisandrunnakedbytheEifel

TowerthenIwilljoinyou,ifyoufeellikebeingwithDeanfornowwillsomehowhelpyou,Iwill

definitelyNOTjoinyoubutIwillsupportyou.

Theylaughed.

Sly:AndifthiswholeDeansituationturnsleftsomehowandyoufeelembarrassedorwhatever,

Iwillstillbehere!WhothefuckamItojudgeortellyouhowtoliveyourlife?I’vemademyown

mistakesandI’velearntfromthemsowhytheheckwouldIwanttodictatehowyoushouldlive?

Youneedtogothroughyourownbaggagesoyoucancomeoutagrownpersonintheend.I’m

notyourmother,heckevenyourmothercan’ttellyouhowtolive!Nomthandazoherselfshould

knowbetter.HerparentsthoughtsheshouldsticktoEngineeringbutsheinsistedthatitwasn’t

herpath.Herrelationshipwiththemismessedupnowbecauseshewantsthemtostoptelling

herhowtolivesowhyshouldanyonetellYOUhowtolive?

Nolwazi:Hmm.



Sly:I’mnotabouttobethestuckupfriendwhothinkstheyaresomekindofGod.Yes,Iwill

definitelywarnyouaboutsomethingsbutIwillneverchooseapathforyou.You’reagrownass

woman.

Nolwazi:Ihearyou.

Sly:MakeyourownmistakesandI’llbeheretohelpyoupickupthepieces.

Theysharedahugandbythistime,theywerebeyondrelaxed.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Sly:You’rewelcomeandIloveyou.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutoo.

Sly:AndIloveNomitoo,eventhoughsheannoysmesometimes.

Nolwazi:Haisukaeveryoneannoysyouwena.

Sly:It’sjustthatasafriend,youshouldn’tmakeyourfriendfeeljudgedwhenshecomestoyou

withsomethingshe’sfeelingorgoingthrough.Idon’twanttobethatkindoffriendandthat’s

whyIrefrainfromtellingNomisomethings.HeranalyticalvibeisgoodtohavebutsometimesI

don’twantyoutotellmeallthedeepstuff.Youknow,mostofthetimeIcometoyouasafriend

knowingverywellthatwhatI’mdoingisrightorwrongsoIdon’twantyoutolectureme.Ijust

wantyoutocomfortmeorlaughwithme...AsmuchasThuliannoysme,she’sactuallythe

mostlevelheadedonewhenitcomestomycrazyissues.It’sjustunfortunatethatshe’salso

Kwanele’sfriendbecauseifshewasn’t,shewouldbetheperfectadviserforthissituation.



Nolwazi:True.

TheycontinuedtochatforawhileuntilNolwazitookoutherphone.

Sly:You’renotdriving.

Nolwazi:I’mnot...

Sly:Manjewhoareyoucalling?

NolwazigrinnedandSlyexclaimed.

Sly:Heeh!

Thephonerangandafterawhileitwasanswered.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi:Areyousleeping?

Dean:Iwas.

Nolwazi:Ineedyoutocomegetme.

Dean:Getyoufromwhere?Youdoknowthatsomeofushaveworktomorrowangithi?



Nolwazitoldhimwhereshewas.

Deansighedheavily.

Nolwazi:Haikedon’tmakemebegyou.

Dean:I’llbethere.

Nolwazi:Thankyouboss.

Dean:Mxm.

DeandroppedthecallandSlystoodupanddanced.

Nolwazi:Haike.

Sly:Khon’ozolaaahla!

Nolwazi:Argh.

Sly:Woohesoundssosexywithhishuskysleepyvoice!

Nolwazichuckled.

Sly:Haishemletmealsobewithinmyboo.



Nolwazi:Uthandaizinto.

Slyreachedforherphoneanddialledherman’snumber.Itrangforawhilebutheeventually

answered.

Richie:Heysexy.

Slygiggled.

Sly:HellomyFineHumanBeing!

Nolwazi:ChocolateD-

Slykickedher.

Sly:Babywhereareyou?Wozaphela.

Richie:ButIthoughtyouarewithyourgirls.

Sly:Nooo,come.

RichiechuckledsexilyandNolwazipretendedtovomitandSlykickedheragain.

Sly:Comeoverbabe.

Richie:KodwauyahluphayaziSlindile.



Sly:Haibouthininababy?

Richie:I’minbed.

Sly:Hmkay.

SlydroppedthecallandNolwazilaughed.

Sly:You’relaughingatmypain?

Nolwazi:Ohshame,yourbootycallrejectedyou.

Sly:Notfortoolong.

ShebrowsedthroughherphoneandshowedNolwaziaphoto.

Nolwazi:Sly!!

Sly:I’llsendhimthisphotoandwe’llseeifhestillwantstosleep.

Nolwazi:WooSlindile!

Slykeptbusywithherphoneandaboutaminutelaterherphonerang.Sheansweredlazily.

Sly:Hello?



Richie:BabyI’monmyway.

Sheyawneddramatically.

Sly:AhhI’minbednow.

Richie:Good.

HedroppedthecallandNolwazilaughedinshock.

Sly:That’showyougetandkeepyourman.

Nolwazi:Wow.

Afterawhileofchattingandlaughing,Nolwazi’sphoneranganditwasDean.Sheanswered.

Nolwazi:Hello?

Dean:I’mwaiting.

Nolwazi:Okay.

DeandroppedthecallandNolwaziandSlybothstoodup.

Nolwazi:Thankyouforanamazingandweirdeveningmyfriend.



Sly:Anytimelove.

TheysharedahugandgotinthehouseandNolwazigrabbedherthings.

Sly:Don’tdoanythingIwouldn’tdo.

Nolwazi:U-worsephelawena.

Sly:Whatever!I’llbringyourcarbackksasa.

Nolwazi:I’mnotsurewhenexactlywe’releavingforDundeesoI’llgetitaftertheweekend.

Sly:Shapke.Whoknows,ChocolateDropandImayjustblessit.

Nolwazi:Slindile!

Sly:I’mkidding!

Nolwazi:Ungangihlanyisi.

Sly:Haisukabyebye.

TheysharedanotherhugandthenNolwazimadeherwayoutandwalkedtoDean’scar.Shegot

infrontandputherthingsattheback.



Nolwazi:Hi.

Deanglancedather.

Dean:Aren’tyousupposedtobepacking?

Nolwazishruggedhershoulders.

Dean:AmItakingyouhome?

Nolwazi:Ucabanganwena?

Deanchuckledquietlyandthenstartedthecaranddroveoff.
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TheygottoDean’shouse.

Dean:Youareawfullyrelaxed,Isee.

Nolwazi:Whatdoyoumean?

Dean:Wenatshelamina.

Nolwazi:Myfriendisintopot.



Deanchuckled.

Dean:Wena?

Nolwazi:Notthatmuch...It’sjustanoccasionalhobby.

Dean:Don’teversmokepotNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Hai.

Dean:It’salreadyenoughukuthiuphuzai-champagne...

Nolwazi:It’snotaneverydaything.

Dean:Good.

Nolwazi:Haikewazewakhulumangathiyou’remyfather.

Dean:Yourdadwarnsyouagainstweed?

Nolwazi:Well...

Dean:Comehere.

ShesankonthecouchandDeanpulledherclosertohim.Sherelaxedinhisarmsandsighed.



Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Hmm?

Nolwazi:Areyoutakingadvantageofme?

DeanlaughedforagoodminuteandNolwazifrowned.

Dean:AmItakingadvantageofyou?

Nolwazi:Ijustwanttoknow.

Dean:HaveIgivenyouthatimpression?

Nolwazishookherhead.

Dean:WhatcouldpossiblymakeyouthinkI’mtakingadvantageofyou?

Nolwazi:Idon’tknow.

Deangrunted.

Nolwazi:Areyouangry?

Deanshookhisheadlightlyandthenremovedhisarmsfromherandstoodup.



Nolwazi:Dean.

Hewalkedupthestairsanddisappearedandshecontemplatedgoingafterhimbutshewastoo

comfortableonthecouch.

“Nomihasplantedwrongseedsinmymind,”shethought.

MinuteslaterDeanwalkedbackdownstairsandstoodbythecouch.

Dean:Wanttosleephereoroneoftheguestrooms?

Nolwazi:Dean,comeon.

Helookeddownatherandshecouldseethefuryinhiseyesandbodylanguage.

Nolwazi:Ididn’tmeanitlik-

Dean:I’llgetyoublankets.

HewalkedawayandNolwazisatthereandcussedatherselfforbeingsounnecessary.Shortly

after,Deanwalkedbackwithpillowsandblankets.HeplacedthemnexttoNolwaziandthen

switchedoffthelightsandlockedup.Hethenmadehiswayupstairsanddisappeared.Nolwazi

sattherewatchingTVabsentmindedlyandafterawhileshereachedforherphoneanddialled

Sly’snumber.Itrangforalongtime.

Nolwazi:Pleasepickup...

Itwenttovoicemail.



Nolwazi:Probablybusy...

Sheputdownthephoneandsatthereforawhile,tryingtofigureouthowshewouldapproach

thesituation.Deanhadeveryrighttobeangryatsuchanaccusation...Shecheckedthetime

anditwasnowaround11pmandtherewasnowayshewasgoingtosleeponthecouch.She

stoodupandwalkedupthestairs.ShegottoDean’sroomandknockedlightlybuttherewasno

answer.Sheknockedagainandheardhimsaycomein.

Sheopenedthedoorandmadeherwayinside,feelingabitnervousandembarrassed.Dean

wassittingontheedgeofhisbed,readingsomething.Helookedoveratherasshestoodbythe

doorandthencarriedonreading.Shewalkedinandclosedthedoorandthenmadeherwayto

thebedandsatnexttohim.

Nolwazi:Thatwasuncalledfor.

Deanlookedather.

Dean:Veryfewthingsangermethanwhatyoujustdidnow.

Nolwazi:I’msorry.

Dean:DoyouknowhowseriousitistothinkI’musingortakingadvantageofyou?

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:ThelasttimeIcheckedbothofusareadultsandnotoncehaveIforcedyoutodo

anything.



Nolwazi:Iknow.

Dean:Sowhatmadeyouaskmethat?

Nolwazi:Itjustcameout.Therereallyisnothingtoit.

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Dean,I’mserious,weedaside.I’mnotherebecauseanyoneforcedme.Ichoseto

comehere.

Helookedatherandshesighed.

Nolwazi:Iapologise,sincerely.

Dean:Youcan’tthrowsuchbaggageatme.Itakethatshitseriously.

Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Normally,Iwouldkickagirloutfortakingsuchshit.

Nolwazi:Uhmfirstly,I’mnotagirl.

Heputdownwhateverhewasreadingandlookedatherwithasmirkonhisface.

Nolwazi:Secondly,you’rerudeforthat.



Deanchuckled.

Nolwazi:Andlastly,nowonderyou’resingle.

Dean:I’mgoingtofireyou.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shegotclosertohimandhepulledherandmadehersitonhislap.

Nolwazi:Iwillneverbebeneathyou.AcceptitDean.

Dean:Butyouare.

Nolwazigotclosertohisfaceandplacedherlipsonhis.

Nolwazi:I’mnot.

Heheldhertightlyandquicklyrepositionedherandgotontopofherandthensmiledslyly.

Dean:Nowyouare.

Nolwazilaughedquietlyandthenwrappedherlegsaroundhim.Deanloweredhisheadtoher

neckandplantedasoftkiss.Shesmiledashebitherjustatadbit.



Nolwazi:Hey,nohickies.Mygoodness,howoldareyou?

Helookedupatherandgrinned.

Dean:Don’tyouwantsomethingtoremembermebyforthenextcoupleofdays?

Shelaughed.

Nolwazi:Uyabhedawena.

Dean:I’mserious.

Dean:HaimanDean.

Heleanedclosertoherfaceandplantedakissonhercheekandtrailedtoherlips.Sheclosed

hereyesashekissedhergently.AmoanescapedfromNolwaziandDeanchuckledinher

mouth.

Dean:Ihaven’tevendonemuch.

Sheopenedhereyesandfoundhimstaringather.

Nolwazi:I’malreadyaheadinmymind.

Dean:Thinkingahead.

TheylaughedquietlyashekissedheragainandtheyrolledtillNolwaziwasontop.Dean’s



handsranthroughherbodyandlandedonherbutt.Heslidhishandsonherjeanpocketsand

squeezedher.Shestoppedkissinghimandlookedathimamusingly.

Nolwazi:Lookwho’sbeneathnow...

Hequicklyrepositionedandgotontopandtookoffherjeans.Hetookoffhistopandthensat

ontheedgeofthebedandpulledhersoshecouldkneelandbalanceonhislap.

Dean:Let’stakeadvantageofeachother.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Ididn’tmeanitDean.

Dean:ProveitNolwazi.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandheheldontoherbutt...

***

Nolwazimadeherwayinsidethehouseataround4amandfoundMdutakingdownbagsfrom

upstairs.

Mdu:Lookwhatthewindblewin!

Nolwazifrowned.



Mdu:Hecticnight?

Nolwazi:WaswithSly.

Mdu:Ushiloumama.

Nolwaziwatchedasheputdownallthebags.

Nolwazi:Iseveryoneready?

Mdu:Weleavein2hours.

Nolwazi:Letmepack-

Mdu:YouknowThandekalovesyou.

Nolwazilaughedquietly.

Mdu:Hambogeza.

Nolwazinoddedandwalkedupthestairstogetready.Shetookalongshowerandfelt100

timesbetterafterwards.Asshewasgettingdressed,therewasaknockandhermotherwalked

in.

Thandeka:Baby.

Nolwazi:Thandi.



Thandeka:Hurryupneh?

Nolwazi:Willbedonein15minutes.

Thandeka:Okay.

ThandekawalkedoutandNolwazifinishedupgettingdressed.Shecheckedtoseeifher

motherhadleftanythingandshechuckledassherealisedthatshepackedeverysinglething

Nolwaziwouldneed.Sheknewhertoowell.Shethenmadeherwaydownstairsandeveryone

washeadingout.

Dumakudelookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:Morning.

Dumakude:Unjani?

Nolwazi:I’mgoodandyou?

Dumakudenodded.

Thandeka:We’llhavebreakfastsomewhere...Wejustneedtogetgoing.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.Shehadalreadyeatensoshewasn’tfazed.

IvywalkeddownthestairsandhuggedNolwazi.



Ivy:Suchastranger!

Dumakude:Let’sgo.

Ivy:Argh.

Nolwazichuckled.

Thandeka,IvyandDumakudewalkedoutandjustasNolwaziwasabouttowalkoutofthe

house,Mdublockedherwayandstaredather.

Nolwazi:Andthen?

Helookedatherintentlyforacoupleofseconds.

Mdu:Theleastyoucoulddoistrytoactlikeyou’renotbeingpounded.

Nolwazigaspedinshock.

Nolwazi:Excuseme??

Mdu:You’remakingittooobvious...Soon,dadwillcatchonanduzozisola.

Withthatsaid,hewalkedawayandNolwazistoodthereinshock.



Thandeka:Nolwazilockupandcome!Wedon’thavetime!

Shequicklysnappedoutofitandlockedupthehouseandthenmadeherwaytothecar.

INSERT33(Couldn’tedit)

Kwanele:Tholingicelawehliseumoya.

TholistoppedpacingaroundandlookedatKwanele.

Tholi:ReallyKwanele??Really??YouandIhaven’tevenbeenmarriedfor2weeksbutyou’re

alreadyabandoningme.

Kwanele:Ineededtosor-

Tholi:Stoplyingtome!

Kwanelekeptquietandlookedatherintentlyasherfacewentsad.Hewalkedovertoherand

wrappedhisarmsaroundher.

Kwanele:NgiyaxolisaTholakele.

Tholi:I’mtiredofcryingKwani.

Kwanele:Andthere’snoneedforyoutocry.

TholikeptquietandKwanelesqueezedher.



Kwanele:Let’sgetyoureadybeforeyourauntgetshere.

Tholinoddedlightlyandwipedherinnocentface.ShewalkedtothebathroomandKwanele

reachedforhisphoneanddialledanumber.

***

AstheyapproachedtheruralareasofDundeeataround8am,NolwaziwokeIvyup.

Ivy:Arewehere?

Thandeka:Yesweare.

Nolwazilookedoutthewindowandwasbeyondannoyed.Thelasttimeshewastherewasthe

previousyearwhenKwaneleandhisfamilyinformedheraboutKwanele’s“decision”totake

anotherwife.Shecussedasshethoughtbacktohowtraumatisingitallwas.

TheyfinallydrovetotheButhelezi’slandandtherewerecarsalreadyparkedthere.

Ivy:Whatexactlyishappeninghere?

Thandeka:Nathiasazi,allIknowisthatwewouldn’tletNolwazicomealone.

NolwaziglancedatMduandhelookedathermockingly.Dumakudeparkedthecarandasthey

allgotout,theyallknewthiswouldbesomekindofbigceremony.Womenwerealreadywalking

aroundintheiraprons,cookingoutsideandothersbrewingbeer.



DumakudeandMdutookouttheirbagsbutThandekatoldthemtonottakeanythingoutyet.Ivy

wenttostandnexttoNolwaziandheldherhand.

Ivy:Whoisthisshitfor?

Nolwazi:SomecelebrationforwelcomingthewifeIguess.

Ivylaughedsarcastically.

Dumakude:Therear-

Person:HawuVusumuziDumakude!

Theyallturnedandsomeoldmanapproachedthem.

Dumakude:NqobizithaSikhakhane!

TheoldmanwalkedovertothemandheandDumakudeshookhandshappily.

Nqobizitha:Heehkantiwenaawugugina?

Dumakudelaughedboldly.

Dumakude:Ngigugakanjaniimpiloimnandikangaka?

IvynudgedNolwaziandrolledhereyes.



Nqobizitha:Nginesikhwele!

Theylaughedandspentthenextcoupleofminuteslaughingsomemore.

Nqobizitha:Isthisyourwife?

Dumakude:Yenauqobo.

Nqobizitha:Wow!

Thandekagotclosertothemanandshookhishand.

Thandeka:Goodmorning.

NolwaziandIvylookedateachotherandchuckled.Thandekacouldhaveatleastgreetedhimin

IsiZulu.

Nqobizitha:Howareyoumydarling?

Thandeka:I’mgreatthankyou,wenaunjanibaba?

Nqobitha:NgiyaphilaMrs.Dumakude.

ThandekanoddedandsmiledlightlyandthenlookedatDumakudeexpectantly.



Dumakude:Whyareyouevenherengobaawazimuntula?

Nqobithalaughedloudly.

Nqobizitha:Haibowhatdoyoumean?ThisisaverysmallworldItellyou!

Dumakude:Whodoyouevenknowhere?

Nqobizitha:Wellthebrideismyniece.

Ivy:Ohhellno!

Everyonelookedather.

Ivy:We’regoingbacktothecar.

ShepulledNolwaziawayandtheygotinthecarandsatthere.

Ivy:Dadissuchanidiot.Nowhe’sbefriendingpeoplewhoaresupposedtobeourenemies??

Nolwazididn’twanttoadmititbutshewasfeelingveryanxiousanduneasy.Sheregretted

beingthere...

Ivy:Hey,areyouokay?

IvybrushedherhandandNolwazinodded.



Nolwazi:Idon’tevenrememberwhywedecidedtocomehere.

JustthenthedooropenedandThandekalookedatthem.

Thandeka:Wozani.

Ivy:Isthesell-outdonelaughingwithourenemies?

ThandekasighedandlookedatIvy.

Thandeka:Nomzamo,don’tdisrespectyourfatherpublically.

Ivy:Mxm.

ThandekathenlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:U-rightbaby?

NolwazifrownedandThandekagaveherareassuringsmile.NolwazithenlookedatIvyand

smiledlightly.

Nolwazi:Asambe.

Ivy:Wecouldalwaysjuststayinthiscaruntilthey’redone.



Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:Let’sgo.

Ivyhuffedandtheygotoutofthecar.DumakudeturnedtolookatIvywithadeadlystare.

Ivy:Whatever,hey.

ThandekaheldDumakude’shandandhelookedaway.

Nolwazi:Canwemoveplease?

Mdustartedwalkingandledthewaytotheothersideofthelandwherethemainhousewas.

DumakudespottedsomeoftheoldButhelezimenandsoheandMduwalkedovertothemto

greetwhileThandeka,NolwaziandIvymadetheirwaytothehouse.Womenwerealloverthe

place,preparingfoodandeverythingelse.Assoonastheygotinthekitchen,everyoneturnedto

lookatthem.Therewereabout6womenthereandtheystoppedwhattheyweredoing.

Thandeka:Sanibonani.

Everyoneclearedtheirthroatandtherewasanawkwardsilence.

Ivy:Haike.

Onewomanclearedherthroatandsmiledlightly.

Woman:Hellosisi,ninjani?



Thandekalookedatherfromheadtotoe.

Thandeka:Siyaphila,nina?

Woman:Siyazama.

Thandekanoddedlightlyandthenglancedaround.

Thandeka:UkhonauThenjiwe?

Woman:Ngathiungaphakathi,I’mnotsure.

Thandekanoddedlightly.

ThewomanthenlookedatNolwaziforalongtimeandNolwaziglancedatheruncomfortably.

Woman:Makoti.

Nolwazi,whohadcompletelyforgottenthatshe’sthewife,lookedatherwithoutsaying

anything.

Anotherladyclappedherhandsonceandexclaimed.

Woman2:Iheee!

Thandekathenlookedathersharplyandtheladykeptquietandlookedatherback.



Thandeka:Everythingokaytheresisi?

Woman2:Ucabanganisisi?

Thandeka:Ngibonausinekalapho.

Thewomanrolledhereyesandcontinuedchoppingveggies.

Thandekagavethemonelastlookbeforewalkingoutofthekitchenandfurtherintothehouse,

withNolwaziandIvyrightbehindher.Nolwazifeltlikeastrangerwheninactualfact,thishad

becomeher“home”overtheyears.Theywalkedtotheloungeareaandtherewere3women

sortingoutthebakedsconesandqueens’cakes.

Thandeka:Sanibonani.

TheyturnedandwhentheysawThandekatheyexclaimedhappily.Thesewererelativesof

Kwanele’sfather.Oneofthem,Nqobile,wasKwanele’saunt,andtheothertwowererelated

somehow.

Nqobile:Myfriend!

ThandekachuckledasshewalkedovertoNqobileandtheysharedahug.

Nqobile:Willyouevergetold??

Thandeka:Haibongicelaungadlalingami!



TheysharedanotherhugandthenNqobileglancedatNolwaziandNolwazicouldn’thelpbut

smile.

Nqobile:Myoneandonlymakoti!

Thandeka:Anizweni...

NqobilewalkedovertoNolwaziandopenedupherarms.

Nqobile:Hellomyangel!

Nolwazihuggedher.

Nolwazi:Unjanima?

Nqobile:WellIamcertainlyhappytoseeyou!Wowwhenlastwasit??

Thandeka:1yearago.

Nqobile:Wowlookatyou!

Shehuggedheragain.

Thandeka:Angithiyoudidn’tcometoyournephew’ssecondwedding.

Nqobile:Don’tstart,please.



NolwazichuckledassherememberedhowNqobilereactedwhenshewasinformedthat

Kwanelewouldbetakingasecondwife.Shealmostburntdowneverything.

NqobilethenlookedatIvy.

Nqobile:Nomzamo?

IvylookedatNqobilewithablankfaceandNolwaziflushedinembarrassment.Ivywasreally

notaboutthislife.LittledidsheknowthatNqobilewasontheirside.

Nqobile:WhyareyousogrumpyZamo?

Ivy:Firstofa-

Nolwazi:She’sjusttiredma.

IvylookedatNolwaziandshetookadeepbreath.

Ivy:I’mjusttired“ma”.

Nqobile:Ohshamebaby,letmegetyouthekeystoyourhousethenmaybeyoucanrest.

Thandeka:YaIwouldactuallyappreciatethat.Weneedtofreshenup.

Nqobile:Ngiyabuya.



Thandeka:UphiuThenjiwe?

Nqobile:Ngimazelaphi?It’sgoodthatIhaven’tseenhernje.

Ivy:Ohwait,you’renotinherteam?

Thandeka:Nomzamo.

IvylookedatNqobileandNqobilelaughed.

Nqobile:Clearlyyoudon’tknowme.

IvysmiledlightlyasNqobilewalkedaway.

Ivy:She’snotbad.

Nolwazi:Triedwarningyou.

Thandeka:UmuntuuzobaneHighHighla.

Nolwazi:Tellmeaboutit...

Nqobilewalkedbacktothemandgavethemthekeys.

Nqobile:I’llgiveyousometimetosettleinkodwakewenaThandingicelaubuyela.



Theylaughed.

Thandeka:Alrightthen.

Nqobile:It’ssogoodseeingyouall.I’mshockedukuthiyouevencame.

Thandeka:Kunzima.

Nqobile:UphiuVusi?

Thandeka:Outside,noBhenju.

Nqobile:Ohokay.

Thandeka:Shapke.

Nqobilewalkedbacktothecouchesandsatwithother2relativesandtheycontinuedsorting

outthecakes.ThandekaandherdaughterswalkedoutagainandtheywenttowhereDumakude

andMduwere.Theygreetedthecoupleofpeoplewhowerethereandthenmadetheirwayto

theothersidewhichwaswhereNolwazi’shousewassituated.TheygotinandwaitedforMdu

andDumakudetogetthebags.

Thandeka:It’sgoingtobealong3days.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandwenttogetherselfaglassofwater.

***



Pretty:HaiboushoukuthithoseDumakude’sarehere?

Thenjiwecussed.

Pretty:TholakeleisKwanele’snewwife.Iwillnottolerateanydisturbanceshere!

Thenjiwe:Haibowenaukhulumanobanikanjalo?

Pretty:Ngikhulumanawewena!ThedealwasthatTholakelegivesyougrandchildrenand-

Thenjiwe:Andshebetter.Otherwiseangikunikilutho!

Pretty:Bepatient,they’renewlyweds.

Thenjiwe:Nowyoulistenhere,IcouldhavechosenanyotheryounggirlbutIfeltsorryforthat

nieceofyours!

Pretty:Mxxm!

Thenjiwe:Nowdon’tyouevertalktomelikethat,siyezwana?

Prettycrossedherarmsandpulledaface.

Thenjiwe:IalreadyhavetodealwiththeDumakudessodon’tannoy.YouseemtoforgetthatI

havetheupperhandhere.

Prettylaughed.



Pretty:Tholakeleistheonewhowillgiveyougrandchildren!Don’tforgetthat.

Thenjiwe:AndIcouldeasilygetridofher.

PrettylookedatherandThenjiwenarrowedhereyes.

Thenjiwe:Don’teverforgetyourplace!

Pretty:Honestly,youarethefaceofevil!

Thenjiwelaughedsarcastically.

Thenjiwe:Godealwiththatcryingnieceofyoursandtellhertopullherselftogether.

Pretty:Mxm.

Thenjiwelookedathersharplybeforewalkingoff.

INSERT34

Pretty:Tholakele.

Tholi,whowasbeingdressedbysomerelative,lookedatheraunt.

Pretty:Kantiyininahwena?Uyokhalakuzekubenini?!



Tholilookeddownandthewomanwhowasdressingherup,finished.

Woman:Bhekaumuhlekanjanisisi.Don’tcry.

ThewomanledTholitothemirrorandmadeherlookatherreflection.Thebeadswere

ravishingandthewholeattirewasperfectforher.Itwasjustapitythatshedidn’tfeellikethe

goddesssheactuallylookedlike.

Woman:Don’tlooksosaddear,theButhelezifamilyiswelcomingyouwithopenarmsso

embracethelove.

Tholi:*mumbling*Whatlove?

Woman:Don’tbesonegative.

Prettystaredatthewoman.

Pretty:Awunakeizindabazakhowena,phumaplease.

Woman:HaiboPretty.

Prettygaveheradeathstareandthewomanclappedonceandwalkedoffcussing.Prettythen

walkedovertoTholiandlookedatherthroughthemirror.

Pretty:Whywouldyoucrylikethiswhenyouhaveafamily?

Tholi:Mam’Thenjiweisnotsowelc-



Pretty:Heeyiwenamntanandini!For10yearsIhavehadtoworktirelesslytotakecareofyou!

Myownchildren,yestheonesIgavebirthto,havehadtoshareMEwithYOU!Allthemoneyand

loveIcouldhavespentonthemwasgiventoyou!Nowsuddenlyyoufindamanwholovesyou

andiswillingtotakeofyouandyouthinkyouareaboveus??

TholiturnedandlookedatPrettyinconfusionanddisbelief.

Tholi:AuntPretty!

Pretty:Don’tyoudare!

Tholi:Whatareyoutalkingabout?WhenhaveIevergivenyoutheimpressionthatI’mab-

Pretty:Shutup!

Tholikeptquietandheldinherhottears.Shedidn’tunderstandwherethiswascomingfrom.

Pretty:Whenthatsickmotherofyoursselfishlydied,everyonerefusedtotakeyouinbutIdid

thejob!Don’tmessthisup!

Tholiblinkedandbithershakinglips.

Pretty:Youarejustlikeyourmother!Selfishandconceited!

Tholilookedather,wordsfailedheratthispoint.

Pretty:Nowstopwhiningandgooutthere!IfIseethatsmuglookonyourfaceagain...Sohelp



meGod!

Tholi’schestheavedfromthecriesshewasholdingback.

Pretty:Nxa!

PrettywalkedoutandassoonasTholiheardthedoorclose,shesatonthebedandthetears

failedher.Shetriedholdingitinbutthethoughtofhermothernotbeingtherestungherandshe

triedsuppressingit.Asshesatthere,therewasalightknockonthedoorandshetriedwiping

herfacebutZanele,herfriend,wasalreadyrushingtowhereshewas.

Zani:Tholino!

Zanigottoherandtriedcomfortingher.

Zani:Don’t,pleasedon’tcry.

Tholi:Iha-

Tholikeptquietforawhileandtriedtoletthehiccupssettle.Zaniheldherlovingly.

Tholi:Ihavenooneinmycorner...

Zani:Youdon’thavetodothisTholi.

Tholi:Youwillneverunderstand...



Zani:MakeunderstandTholi!Makemeunderstandwhyyouwouldputyourselfthroughthis??

Tholisighedandforcedasmile.

Tholi:Letitgo.

SheremovedZani’sarmsfromherandthenwalkedtothebathroomtowashherface.Itwas

redandpuffybutafterlotioningit,itlookedabitbetter.

Zani:KodwaTholi.

TholiwalkedbacktothebedroomandsmiledatZani.

Tholi:I’lltakeaquicknap.PleasewakemeuponceI’mneeded.

ZaniwatchedasTholiwalkedtothebedandlaydownwitheverythingshewaswearing.

Zani:Okay.

Tholiclosedhereyesandallowedherselftothinkabouthermother...

***

Ivywasnowinthemainhouse.

Ivy:I’msohungry...



Shesaidthatoutloudbutitreallywasn’tmeantforanyoneinparticular.Shejustcameinthere

tocheckthecoast.Thewomeninthekitchenlookedather.

Woman1:Uthiulambile?

Ivylookedatthiswoman.

Ivy:Huh?

ThewomanlookedatIvyandIvydismissedherandlookedthroughherphone.Justthen,

Thandekawalkedinthekitchen.

Ivy:Mama.

Thandeka:Hellobaby?

Ivy:Ngilambile.

Woman1:Nak’ukudlasisi.

Ivy:MamaI’mhungry.

Thandekalookedaroundthekitchen.

Thandeka:Doyouallneedanyhelp?



Woman2:Haiwearefine,asyoucansee.

Ivy:Mamaweallknowthatthemeninthisfamilyloveyourcooking.

Thandeka:Angithiuya-

JustthenButheleziwalkedinthekitchen.

Buthelezi:Haibo!MaMwelase??

Thandeka:Ohsoyouarehere?

ButhelezilaughedandthenwalkedovertoThandekaandhuggedher.Hewasanoldishmanbut

becausehewasstillhealthy,helookedlikehehadjustturned50.UnlikemenlikeDumakude,

Butheleziwasnotanoverthetoppowerfulmen.Hissilencehowever,iswhatintriguedpeople

abouthim.Hissilenceiswhatmakeshimpowerfulinhisownway...

Buthelezi:NgingayaphikodwaThandeka?

Thandeka:Wewillneverknow.

EveryonecouldsenseThandeka’scoldness.

Buthelezi:Ninjanikodwa?

Thandeka:Myfamilyisgood,thankyou.



Buthelezi:Haichanathisisaphila.

Ivy:*mumbling*Nobodyaskedyou.

EveryonelookedatIvy.

Buthelezi:HaibouNomzamolo?

ThandekanoddedlightlyandButheleziwalkedovertoIvy.

Buthelezi:You’veonlybeenthissideonceyounglady!

Ivy:Wonderwhy...

ButheleziputhishandoutsoIvycouldshakeitbutIvywasalreadyfocusingonherphone.The

womeninthekitchenmumbledquietlyinshockandButheleziclearedhisthroat.Hethenturned

tolookatThandeka.

Buthelezi:Nifikenini?

Thandeka:About3hoursago.

Buthelezi:Oh,wearehappytoseeyou.Umakotiyenaukhona?

Ivy:Whichonexactly?

EveryonegaspedquietlyandButhelezilookedatIvyandshestaredrightbackathim.



Ivy:Ukhulumangomuphiumakoti,babawekhaya?Ngobangathibathandaukubabaningila

ekhaya.

ThandekawasnotevenbotheredthatIvywasbeinglikethis,infactshewasglad.Beinghere

justconfirmedtoherthatthesepeoplereallydidn’tdeserveanykindness.

Buthelezi:Ngi-

Thepillarofthehousewalkedin.Everyoneturnedtolookatherandtheearthmayhaveshaken

slightly.

Buthelezi:UkhonauDumakude,Thandeka?

Thandeka:He’soutside.

Buthelezinoddedlightlyandthenwalkedoutofthehouse.

Onewomanclearedherthroatandawkwardsilencedensued.

ThenjiwestoodthereandlookedatThandekaintently.

Everyoneinthekitchenlookedatbothofthemexpectantly.

Ivy:Mama.

EveryonesnappedoutofitandglancedatIvy,whohaddisturbedthetraumaticsilence.



Ivy:I’mhungry.

ThenjiwelaughedboldlyandThandekaturnedtolookatIvyandsmiled.

Woman2:Thereisplentyoffoodhere.

Woman1:Yebo,naku-

Ivy:Noonewantstoeatyourpoisonedfoodsopleasestopoffering.

Allthewomenexclaimedinshock.

Justthen,Butheleziwalkedinandlookedaroundasiflookingforsomethingandthenhelooked

atTiti.

Titi:UfunaniShenge?

Buthelezi:Haibokuphakwanini?Therearemenoutside.Thesepeoplehavebeenupallnight.

Woman2:Ohsorry,wethoughtwewouldwaitforallthepeopletoarri-

Titi:Awuphakeukudlawenauyekeukubayis’dina.

Woman2:HaiboThenjiwe.



Titiclickedhertongueinannoyanceandthewomengotbacktowork.Buthelezithenlookedat

Thandekaandsmiled.

Buthelezi:Willyoualsocook?

Thandeka:Id-

Thenjiwe:WhoisshecookingforShenge?

ThelookonThenjiwe’sfacewasthatofcompletedisgust.

Ivy:Uyalishayaibhodoumama.

IvylookedatButheleziandsmiled.

Ivy:Right?

Buthelezi:Ofcourse!

IvythenlookedatThenjiweandsmiledwarmly.

Ivy:UbabawekhayaukhulumileMam’Thenji.

ThenjiwetightenedherjawandlookedatButhelezi.

Buthelezi:Themenarewaiting...



HewalkedoutofthehouseandThenjiwestormedout,followinghim.

INSERT35

Nolwaziwasinthebedroomtakinganapwhenherphonerangandshecheckedthecallerid.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Dean:Nifikekahle?

Nolwazi:Yes,thanks.

Dean:Wereyousleeping?

Nolwazi:It’stheleastIcoulddo.

Deanchuckledlightly.

Nolwazi:Ifeeloutofplace.Whydidn’tyoustopmefromcominghere?

Deanchuckledonceagain.

Nolwazi:Laughatmypain.

Dean:You’llbefine,justdon’tshowanyonethatyou’rebothered.Thoseoldwomenareprobably



expectingyoutobreakdown.

Nolwazi:YoushouldhearhowIvyspeakstothem.

Dean:Sheisquiteafirecracker.

Nolwazisighed.

Dean:Welltheycan’texpectyoutobeallsmiles.

Nolwazi:Iguess…

Dean:Toughenup.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:I’llspeaktoyousomeothertime.

Nolwazi:Thanksforcalling,boss.

Dean:Ihadtocheckonmyemployee.

Nolwazi:Bye!

Deanchuckledanddroppedthecall.Nolwazilaythereforawhiletryingtofigureouthowshe

wasgoingtoapproacheverything.Justthen,therewasaknockonthedoorandshegotupand

wenttoopen.



Somestrangewomanstoodthere.

Woman:Sawubonamakoti.

Nolwazi:Yeboma.

Woman:Unjanisisi?

Nolwazi:Ngiyaphilawenaunjanima?

Woman:Ngiyaphila.Yourmotherisaskingforyouinthemainhouse.

Nolwazi:Isit?

Thewomannodded.

Nolwazi:Okay,thankyou.

WomanlookedatNolwaziintentlyandthensmiled.

Woman:Noteveryoneisagainstyou,youknow.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Woman:Eventhoughyoudon’tknowme,justknowthatIhaverespectforhowwellyouhave



carriedyourselfthroughoutthiswholesituation.

Nolwazismiledlightly.

Woman:Staystrong.Don’tallowanyonetobullyyouintodoingthingsyoudon’twant.

Nolwazi:Thankyouma.

ThewomanputoutherhandandNolwaziputouthersaswellandtheyshook.

Nolwazi:Umamaubaniigama?

Woman:Mam’Hlongo.Iamaclosefamilyrelative.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Ngiyabongama.

Thewomannoddedandthenwalkedaway.Nolwazigotbackinthehousetowearaheadwrap

andthenwalkedoutandmadeherwaytothemainhouse.

ShegotinandfoundThandekainthekitchen,withtwootherwomen.

Nolwazi:Sanibonani.

Thetwowomenturnedandsmiled.



Woman1:Hellokoti!

Nolwazifakedasmile.

Thandeka:Lwaziweneedahelpinghandla.

Nolwazi:Whatdoyouneed?

ThandekawentontoinstructNolwaziandsoonenough,allthreeofthemwerehardatwork.

Woman1:WazewakhanyaboNolwazi.

Nolwazikeptquietandfocusedonwhatshewasdoing.

Woman2:Howareyoucopingthough?

NolwaziglancedatThandekaandThandekasmiledreassuringly.

Nolwazi:I’mcopingwell…

Woman1:Youlooklikeyouarehappy.

Thandeka:Sheis.

Nolwazikeptquietandcontinuedtofocusonwhatshewasdoing.Shewasnotabouttoengage



inanydiscussionswiththesewomeneventhoughtheyseemedkind.Sheknewpeoplewere

nosyandmostofthemwouldpretendtobeconcernedwheninactualfacttheyjustwantedto

findoutherbusiness.

Nolwazi:Where'sIvy.

ThandekathenlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Sheisaround…Youknowshecan’tstayinthesameplacefortoolong.

Nolwazi:Kazewenzani…

***

Ivy:Comeon,you’retellingmeyou’rescaredofwhatyourfatherwillsay?

Thembafrowned.

Ivy:Bruh,howoldareyou?

Themba:19.

Ivy:Sowhat’stheproblem?

Themba:Myfath-

Ivy:Yourfatherisbusyslaughteringcowsthere,youthinkhecaresaboutyouatthemoment?



Thembascratchedhishead.

Ivy:It’sjustahike.We’llgotothetopofthatmountainandwillprobablybebackin2hoursmax.

Themba:Doyouusuallydothiswhenyoucomehere?

Ivy:I’veonlybeenhereonceandthatwaswhenmysisterwasgettingmarried.Fuckthese

peoplebruh.

Thembakeptquiet.

Ivy:Comeon,let’sgo.

ThetimidboynoddeddoubtfullyandIvygrabbedhisarmandtheybeganwalking.

Person:Ivy!

IvyturnedaroundanditwasMdu.Hewalkedovertothemandlookedatthem.

Mdu:Wheredoyouthinkyou’regoing?

Ivy:We’retakingahike.We’llbebackintimeforwhateverisgoingonhere.

Mdulookedatthisstrangeboy.



Mdu:Andwhoareyou?

Ivy:ThisisThemba,hesayshe’srelatedtosomeonehere…Don’tknow,don’tcare.

Mdufrowned.

Ivy:Seeyousoon.

Mdu:Doyouhaveyourphone?

IvynoddedandgrabbedThemba’sarmagainandtheybeganwalkingaway.Mdushookhis

headlightlyashewalkedbacktowheresomeofthemenwhere.Hegottothespotwherethe

oldersonsweresittingandsatdown.Senzo,whowasalsopartofthefamilysomewhere

somehow,lookedatMdu.

Senzo:Manjeawusho,ushadaniniwena?

Mdulaughedboldly.

Mdu:HaiboIdon’twanttogetmarriedmina.

Senzo:Ngoba?

Mdu:Haiangifuni.

Senzo:Don’tyouwantacoupleofwiveslikeyourbrother-in-law?



Mduchuckledandshookhishead.

Mdu:Thatmanhasshothimselfinthefoot.

Senzo:Usho?

Mdunoddedlightly.

Senzo:I’dbethrilledifIwasinhisposition.

Mdu:You’renotthemonogamoustype?

Senzo:Isn’titeveryman’sdreamtonothavetocheatprivately?

Mdulaughedandtheycontinuedtochatforawhile.

***

Kwanele,whohadbeenAWOLthroughoutthemorning,finallyemergedfromhiscave.Ashe

walkedaroundtheyardthatwasnowfillingupwithpeople,hetriedbyallmeanstoavoid

conversations.HewantedtoseeNolwazi.Hemadehiswayinsidethehouseandbumpedinto

hismother.

Titi:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Kwanele:UphiuNolwazi?



Titi:Ungazongibuzaum’bhedowena.

KwanelepushedpastTitiandmadehiswaytothekitchenandfoundNolwazi,washingher

hands.Shewasalonethere.Hestoodtheretillsheturnedaroundandwhenshedid,shelooked

athimcoldlyanddriedherhands.

Kwanele:Whyungashongoukuthinifikile?

Nolwaziignoredhimandshewasabouttopushpasthim,heheldherandmadeherfacehim.A

smallpartofherstillhadtogetusedtoseeingthisangrysideofKwanele.Inallheryearsof

beingwithhim,shewasneverexposedtoit...Wellitwasneveraimedather...

Nolwazi:I’mnothereforyourdrama.

Kwaneletightenedhisjawashestaredather.

Kwanele:Whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Nolwazi:Excuseme?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:You’remakingitahabittomishandlemenow?

Kwaneleglanceddownatherarmandrealisedhehadgrippedittightly.Heloosenedhisholdon

herandthenstaredatheragain.Shewastemptedtotellhimaboutthedivorcerightthenbut

shedecidedagainstit.



Kwanele:YouthinkI’mgoingtositbackandallowthistohappen?

Nolwazi:What?

Kwanele:Don’tactstupid.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Kwanele:I’mwarningyouNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Youreallythinkyouridlethreatsarefazingme?

Kwanele:Ungathiangikukhuzanga.

Heletgoofherarmandwalkedoutofthekitchen.Nolwazistoodthereforawhiletryingtonot

burstoutinanger.

“Howthehellishegoingtoturnallofthisaroundandmakemethebadperson?”shethoughtto

herself.

Shewalkedoutofthehouseandassoonasshesteppedout,therewassingingandululating.

Allthewomenwhowerebusycookingoutsidebegancheering.Nolwazidirectedherattentionto

whereeveryonewasfocusedandherstomachturnedasshesawKwanele’swifecomefrom

thehousethatwasontheothersideoftheland.Hermouthwentcompletelydryasshestood

thereandwatchedpeoplesingandbemerry.

Suddenlyshefeltsomeonewraptheirarmaroundhershoulder.



Mdu:IthinkI’mstartingtorealisethatthisisbullshit.

Nolwazikeptquietandtheybothstoodthereandwatchedasagroupofyounggirlsbegan

leadingsongsanddances...Tholakelejoinedthosegirls...Everyonestartedcheeringand

clapping...Nolwaziwasstartledbytheamountofpeoplewhoweresuddenlythere.Itwasnow

packedforsomereason.

Mdu:Isthather?

Nolwazinoddedlightly,assheheldbackalltheemotionsthatwerefloodingherinternally.She

sawLindiwe,Kwanele’ssisterandhersocalledbestfriend,staringatherfromadistanceand

shelookedawayandcontinuedtofocusonwhatwashappening.

Justthen,somewomenwalkedovertowhereKwanelewasandtheygrabbedhimandpulled

himtowhereTholiandtheyounggirlswere.Ashereachedher,everyonesangevenlouderand

cheeredon.

MdusqueezedNolwazibytheshouldersreassuringlyandtheystoodthereandcontinuedto

watchthecircus.

INSERT36(Couldn’tedit)

Peoplewerenowbeingservedfood,therewasmusicanddancingandthevibewasverylively.

Alltheseadultswereclearlyhavingthetimeoftheirlives.Nolwazidecidedthatshewouldgoto

hermotherandtellhershewasgoingbacktoherhouse,whichwasnowknownasthe“first

wife’shouse”.Sheshookherheadlightlyandtriedtostabiliseherselfasshelookedaroundfor

hermother.Asshewalkedaround,allthemenregardedherwithutmostrespect.Asthefirst

wife,shewasthepillar,accordingtothemofcourse.Thewomenwerejustbeingdramaticand

unnecessary.

Shemadeherwayinsidethemainhouseandasshegotintheloungearea,shewasstartledto

findbothherparentssittingtherewithButheleziandhissister,Nqobile.Buthelezi,whowas

speaking,keptquietandlookedatNolwaziasshestoodthere.



ThandekawasabouttostandupwhenDumakudeheldherback.

Thandeka:Baby.

NolwazilookedatThandeka.

Nolwazifeltapinchofangercreepuponher.Shecouldn’tunderstandwhyhermotherwould

evensitinthesameroomwithButhelezi.Infactshecouldn’tunderstandwhatsheherselfwas

doingthereinthefirstplace.Sheregrettedcomingbecauseitwasclearthatshewasthefoolin

allofthis.Herprideanddignitywasbeingdraggedthroughthemudanditwasstartingtodawn

onherthatshereallywantedtobedonewiththisfamily.Shewantednothingtodowiththem.

Thandeka:Baby-

Dumakude:UngahlalaphansiNolwazi.

Nolwazilookedatherfathercoldly.Shewasstartingtodevelopmorethanangertowardshim

anditscaredherthatshewouldendupdoingthingsshewouldregretbecauseofhislackof

sympathy.

Buthelezi:Nolwaziyourparentshavejustinformedmeaboutyourgrievances.

NolwazicontinuedtostareatThandekaandThandekalookeddownashamedly.

NqobilestoodupandwalkedovertoNolwazi.Shetookherarmgentlyandthenledhertothe

couchshewassittingon.Shethensatnexttoherandheldherhand.

Nqobile:Kodwayinilomsanganooqhubekayobhuti?



Buthelezilookedathissisterandkeptquiet.

Nqobile:HaimanBhekiayikholentoman!

Dumakude:Nqobile.

NqobileglancedatDumakudeandsheinstantlykeptquiet.

Nolwazicouldn’thelpbutchucklesarcastically.

“SocontrollingHIShouseholdwasnotenoughsonowhewantstocomecontrolotherpeople’s

wives?”shethoughttoherself,“ThismanIcallmyfathermayjustbebullyafter-all.”

Buthelezi:IcannotbeheldaccountableforadecisionIdidnotmake.

Nqobile:Thenyouneedtostopthatwifeofyoursbeforesheruinseveryone’sli-

Dumakude:Nqobilewouldyoumindsteppingout?

EveryonelookedatDumakudeashestaredstraightatNqobileblankly.

Nqobile:HaiboVusi,thisismybrother.

Dumakude:Thisdoesnotconcernyouinanyshapeorform.Ungaphuma...



Thandeka:UhmIthin-

DumakudeglancedatThandekaandshekeptquiet.Nolwaziwassuddenlydisgustedbyher

father.Shestoodup.

BothNqobileandThandekalookedatherandaskedwhereshewasgoing,atthesametime.

NolwazilookedatDumakudeandhestaredrightbackather.

Nolwazi:ClearlynotbeingabletoconceivechildrenissomekindofblessingbecauseIwould

hatetohaveachildwhowouldhavesuchfamilymembers.

ThandekagaspedandDumakudeflinched.

Nolwazi:I’mnotagainstKwanelegettingmarried.Hemustgoonandhavethechildrenyouall

desiresomuch.Me,ontheotherhand...

ShelookedatButhelezi.

Nolwazi:Godwillmakeaplan...

ThandekaandNqobilestoodupandwenttostandnexttoher.

Dumakudegrittedhisteeth.

Nqobile:Thisissomethingthatneedstobediscussedproperly,notnow.



ShethenlookedatNolwaziandThandeka.

Nqobile:Asambeni.

NolwaziglancedatherfatheronemoretimebeforewalkingoffwithThandekaandNqobile.

AstheywalkedoutofthehousetheybumpedintoTiti.

Thenjiwe:NifunanilawenaNqobile?

Nqobile:Lalelalawena...Thatloadofdirtandshityouspeakwithyourmouthwillcomeoutof

itsrightfulplaceafterIamdonewithyou.

BothThandekaandNolwazicouldn’tholdtheirgasps.

Nqobile:Nxx.

NqobilewalkedoutofthehouseandThandekaandNolwazilookedatTiti,whowasreadyto

burst.

Thandeka:Yoh.

Nolwazi:Ewu.

Titi:Nithininina??

Thandeka:NgizobizauNqobile.



TitigruntedfuriouslyandwalkedinsidethehouseasNolwaziandThandekawalkedout,looking

forNqobile.Peoplewerestillcelebrating,nothavingacareintheworld.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Thandeka:I’msorryaboutthat.

Nolwazi:I’mgrowingverytiredofdad.

Thandeka:Metoo.

JustthenNqobilewalkedtothemandThandekastartedlaughing.

Thandeka:Haichayouareworsethanme!

Nqobile:Yerrsheangersmesomuch!

Thandekalaughedonceagain.

Nolwazi:I’mgoingtothehouse.

NqobileandThandekaaskedifshewouldbefineandshenoddedasshewalkedoff,tryingto

avoidthecrowdandattention.Justasshewasapproachingherhouse,sheheardsomeoneyell

hername.Sheignoreditatfirstbutthepersonpersisted.Whensheturnedaroundshe

exclaimedinshock.

Nolwazi:Mtho??



ShewatchedinshockasKwanele’shalf-brotherwalkedovertoher.

Hefinallygottoherandtheysharedabriefhug.Nolwazilookedathimindisbelief.

Mtho:Sawubona.

Nolwazi:Ohmygoodness,whatareyoudoinghere??

Mtholaughedlightly.

Mtho:Ihadtoseewhat’sgoingonthisside.

Nolwazi:Howareyou?Ididn’tevenrecogniseyourvoice!

Mtho:I’mgoodNolwazibutI’mnotevengoingtoaskyouhowyouare.

Nolwazifrowned.

Mtho:Kubineh?

Nolwazisimplyshruggedhershoulders.

Nolwazi:Howhaveyoubeen?AreyoustillholdingupinCapeTown?

Mthonoddedandsmiled.



Mtho:Thingsarelookingupyazi.

Nolwazi:Hardworkalwayspaysoffthough.

Mthonodded.

Nolwazi:Ohwow,I’mhappytoseeyou.

Mtho:I’msureyouandmyauntaretheonlyoneswhoare.

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Titidoesn’tknowthatyou’rehere?

Heshookhishead.

Mtho:NobabaakaziukuthingilasoI’mtryingtobeonthedownlow.

Nolwazilaughed.

Mtho:NkosiyamiifThenjiweseesmephelaI’mdead.

NolwazicontinuedtolaughandMthojoinedin.

Mtho:Ihaven’tbeencalledabastardinaverylongtime.



Nolwazi:Andahalf-breed!

Theylaughed.

Mtho:SoI’mnotsureifI’mreadyforthetraumaI’mabouttoexperience.

Nolwazi:Jointheclub.

HesighedandNolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:I’llseeyouaround.Ineedtotakeanap.

Mtho:Welltheregoesmyfellowunwantedbreed!

Nolwazilaughedonceagainandsighed.

Nolwazi:I’vehadmyshareoftraumafortheday.Goandtakeonefortheteam.

Mtho:Ngazengavelelwankosyam.

Nolwazipattedhimontheshoulderandgavehimanassuringandhumoroussmile.

Nolwazi:Seeyouaround.

Mtho:Alright.



SheturnedaroundandproceededtomakeherwaytoherhouseandMthowentbackandtried

tohidewithinthecrowd.

MduwasstandingabitfarfromthecrowdwhenhesawTholiwalkingovertowherehewas,

shewasmakingherwaytoherhousetochangeclothes.

Mduwatchedasshegotclosertoher.

Tholiwalkedpasthim,shewasinherownworld.

Mdu:MrsButhelezi.

Tholi,whowasacoupleofmetresawayfromhim,turnedaroundandlookedathim.Shehada

confusedexpressiononherface.

Mduwalkedovertoherandshefrowned.

Mdu:Youdon’tknowme?

Tholikeptquiet.Shehadn’tmetMduorIvysoshehadnoideawhohewas.

Mdureachedovertoherfaceandbrushedhercheekandshelookedathimweirdly.

Mdu:Congratulations.

TholitiltedherheadandMduloweredhishand.



Tholi:*mumbling*Thanks.

Mdugrinnedandthennoddedlightly.Tholilookedathimforalongsecondbeforeturning

aroundandcontinuingtowalktoherhouse.

INSERT37

Lindiwewalkedinsidethehouseandwenttoherparents’bedroom.Shewasfeelingverysick.

SeeingNolwazithroughoutthedaymadeherwholebodyuneasyandtheexpressionshehad

whenTholiwasapproachingeveryonewassomethingshewouldn’tforget.SheknewNolwazi

wasbadlyaffectedbutwasactingstrongsothatpeoplewouldn’tseeherinthatstate.

ShegottothebedroomandwasshockedtofindKwanelesittingonthebed.

Lindiwe:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Kwanelejustlookedatherindefeatandhuffed.Shewentandsatnexttohim.

Lindiwe:Yini?Youshouldn’tbeawayfromyourguestsfortoolong.

Kwanele:I’mlosingNolwazi,Lindiwe.

Lindiwekeptquiet.

Kwanele:Icanfeelit,I’mlosingher.

Lindiwe:Whatdidshesay?



Kwanele:Nothing.

Lindiwenoddedlightlyandtheysatinsilenceforawhile.

Lindiwe:Whatareyougoingtodo?

Kwanele:I’mnotgoingtoallowit.

Lindiwe:Doyouthinkshewantstoseparate?

Kwanele:I’mnotthinkingthatfar.I’mnotgoingtoallowittogettothatpoint.

Lindiwe:ButinallhonestyKwanele,whatwereyouexpecting?

Kwaneletightenedhisjaw.

Kwanele:UngibuzaukunyaLindiwe.

Lindiwekeptquiet.

Kwanele:IfNolwazireallythinksthatI’mgoingtoletgoofherafterallwe’vebeenthroughthen

shehasanotherthingcoming.

LindiwefrownedandKwanelestoodupandwalkedoutofthebedroom.Hewalkedoutofthe

houseandashegotout,hebumpedintosomeone.

MthoturnedandKwanelelookedathiminshock.Mthochuckledandopeneduphisarms.



Mtho:Bhuti.

Kwanele:Mtho.

Mthosmiledandtheysharedahug.

Kwanele:Ufunanila?

Mtho:IhavealreadymissedyourweddingsoIhadtoshowfacethistimearound.Bigbrother

duties.

Kwanelefrownedandsighed.

Mtho:Twowives?

Kwanelelookeddown.

Mtho:UyayenzaintoKwanele...

Kwanele:Youwouldn’tunderstand.

Mtho:IdoubtIwantto...SoNolwaziwasn’tenough?

Kwanelekeptquiet.



Mtho:Anyway,howareyou?

Kwanele:I’mallovertheplace,wena?How’sthebusinessgoing?

Mtho:It’sgoingverywell...Wena?Kuhambakanjanienkantolo?

Kwanelechuckledandshruggedhisshoulders.

Kwanele:There’sprogress.

Mtho:Letmenotkeepyouhere,youhaveawifetofocuson.

KwanelefrownedandMthochuckledandpattedhisshoulder.

Mtho:Arealmandoesnotcryaboutthechoiceshemade.Hefindsawaytomakethingswork

forhim.Don’tmoanlikeababy,wewerenotraised-

Heshookhishead.

Mtho:WellIwasnotraisedlikethat.Youontheotherhand,grewupspoiltandbabied.Manup

andownuptoyourdecisions,brother.

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Mtho:Hambaphela.

Hewalkedaway.



***

IvyandThembawalkedbackintheyard.Mdusawthemfromadistanceandthenwalkedto

them.

Mdu:3hours?

Ivy:Fuck,I’mstarving!

MdulookedatThembasuspiciously.Ivyalsolookedathimandshesmiled.

Ivy:AreyoualsohungryThemba?

ThembanoddedlightlyandIvygrabbedhisarm.

Ivy:Let’sgoeat.

Mdu:Wait,Ivygocheckonyoursisterfirst.

Ivybecameserious.

Ivy:Didsomethinghappen?

MdulookedatThemba.



Themba:Uhm,I’llgodishupforus.

Ivywinkedathimashewalkedaway.ShethenfocusedonMdu.

Ivy:Whathappened??

Mdu:Justgocheckonher.

Ivy:Issheinherhouse?

Mdunoddedandbeforeshewasabouttowalk,heblockedherway.

Mdu:Whatdidyoudotothatboy?Helooksatadbittraumatised.

Ivylaughed.

Ivy:Mindyourownbusinesshey.

MdushookhisheadlightlyandIvymadeherwaytoNolwazi’shouse.

***

ThesecondThenjiwespottedMtho,shealmostfoundherselfspittingflames.Mthosawthis

andhecouldn’thelpbutchuckle.TitirushedtothehouseandwenttoButhelezi,whowassitting

withNqobile.

Thenjiwe:Shenge!



Buthelezi:Kwenzenjanimanje?

Thenjiwe:Whatisthatbastarddoinghere??!

Buthelezi:UkhulumangobaniThenjiwe?

NqobilesatthereandlookedatThenjiwedisapprovingly.

Thenjiwe:Youaskyourstraydogstocomeherewithoutmypermission??Isthatwhatwedo

now?!!YeShenge??!

Nqobile:Yewena,thisismybrot-

Thenjiwe:OnemorewordfromyouandIwillburnyoualive!

Buthelezi:Thenj-

Thenjiwe:Tryme!

Nqobile:Hehe.

Thenjiwe:Testme!!

NqobilestoodupandwalkedoutandTitilookedatButhelezi.



Titi:Whatishedoinghere?!

Buthelezi:Whoareyoutalkingabout?

Justthen,Lindiweemergedfromthebedroomandlookedatherparentswithaconfused

expression.

Lindiwe:What’sgoingon?

Titi:Shengengiphendule!

Buthelezi:Idon’tkn-

Nqobilewalkedbackinthehouse.

Nqobile:Lookwho’shere!

EveryoneturnedandMthowalkedin,followingNqobile.Butheleziexclaimedinshockandthen

stoodup.

Buthelezi:Haibo!

Thenjiwestormedoutofthehouse.

Buthelezireunitedwithhissonafter3yearsofnotseeinghim.

Thenjiwewalkedovertothebackoftheyardwheretherewasnoonearound.Shetookouther



phonewhichwastuckedinherbraanddialledanumber.Itrangforawhilebuttheperson

eventuallyanswered.

Person:Hel-

Titi:Yewena,uxakweyiniungaphenduliucingo?

Person:I’mbusy.

Titi:Busywithwhat?I’malsopayingyou,don’tyoueverforgetthat.

Person:Whatdoyouwantthistime?

Titi:Myhusband’ssonisinthepictureagain.

Person:Isit?

Titi:Isityaninawena?Dosomethingaboutit!

Person:Okay.

Titi:Allthismoneyyetyouarebeyondpathetic!

Person:I’mn-

Titi:Haisuka,voetsek!



Shedroppedthecallandsquasheditbackinherboobs.Asshewalkedbacktothemainpartof

theyard,shebumpedintoPretty.

Pretty:Areyouhappynow?

Titi:Uthinanawena?Nakhonawhenareyouleavingngobalephuzafaceyakhoingixakile.

PrettytightenedherjawandstaredatThenjiwe.

Titi:AreyouaskingmeifI’mhappythatyourannoyingniecehasfinallystoppedcryingand

snifflinganddidwhatshewassupposedtodo?Don’tboremeplease.

Prettyhuffed.

Titi:NowifIwereyou,Iwouldgograbacontainerandstockuponfoodngobauyazaziukuthi

uyisihlupheki.Insteadofwastingyourtimeannoyingme,godosomethingconstructive.

Withthatsaidshewalkedawayandmadeherwaybackinthehouse.Shegottothekitchenand

foundNqobilepouringherselfaglassofwater.

Nqobile:Ohlookwhoisback!

ThenjiwelookedatNqobileandchuckledlightly.

Nqobile:Aren’tyouhappytoseeyourson?

Thenjiwe:Myson?



Shechuckled.

Thenjiwe:Ionlyhaveoneson,andheisoutsidehavingagoodtime.

Nqobile:Areyousureaboutthat?

Thenjiwe:YaziNqobile,youloveplayingthemotheringeneral.

Nqobile:Ofcourse,itcomesnaturallytosomeofus.

Thenjiwe:Wellit’ssuchapityseeingasyoudidn’treallyhaveyourchildrennaturally-

WithinsecondstherewasaloudsmackandTititouchedhercheekandrubbeditlightlyasthe

piercingpainrushedthroughherskin.ShesmiledlightlyandNqobilestartedbreathingheavily.

Thenjiwe:It’sgoodthatyou’resoclosewithmydearNolwazi.Birdsofafeatherflocktogether

angithisisi?

ShegaveNqobileonelongcoldyethumour-filledlookandthenproceededtogotothelounge.

Whenshegotthere,ButheleziandMthowerebusychatting.

Mtholookedupandsmiled.

Mtho:SawubonaThenjiwe.

Titigavehimacoldlookandwalkedtheotherwaytoherbedroom.



***

MduwalkedovertowhereKwaneleandTholiweresitting.Peoplewerestilldancingandhaving

agoodtime...

KwanelesawMduasheapproachedthemandhesighed.

Mdugottothemandsmiled.

Mdu:Sanibonani.

Kwanelestoodupandtheyshookhands.

Mdu:Ihaven’tseenyouinawhile.

Kwanele:Youseemtobeabusyman.

Mduchuckledandnodded.

Tholi,whowassittingdownandhavingadrink,lookedupatthispersonandanalysedhim.He

intimidatedhertothecoreandshedidn’tevenknowwhohewas.Mduglanceddownatherand

Kwanelealsolookedathiswife.

Mdu:Idon’tthinkwe’vebeenintroduced.

Kwanele:Oh.



TholilookedatKwanele.

Kwanele:Tholi,thisisMdu...Uhm-

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:I’mthefirstwife’sbrother.

Tholiswallowedhardanddidn’tsayordoanything.Shetookanothersipofherdrink.

Mdu:AndyouareobviouslyTholakeleButhelezi.

KwanelesatdownandTholiglancedatMdu.

MduputouthishandsoshecouldshakeitandTholilookedatit.Afteranawkwardsilence,

Mduputhishanddownandnoddedlightly.

Mdu:Letmenotdisturbyou...

Kwanele:Goodseeingyou.

Mdu:Likewise...

Heturnedandwalkedaway...



INSERT38

Ivy:Lwazi...

IvywentovertothebedandsatnexttoasleepingNolwazi.SheshookherlightlyandNolwazi

openedhereyesandblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Ivy:Sistersister.

NolwaziclearedherthroatandglancedatIvyinconfusion.

Nolwazi:You’reback?

Ivynoddedandsmiled.

Nolwazi:Whatdidyougetupto?

Ivy:IdefinitelygotuptoSOMETHING.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttoknow.

Nolwazisatupandstretched.

Ivy:Howareyou?

Nolwazi:I’mokay...



IvyfrownedandNolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:WellI’mnotbutIwillbe...

Ivy:Maybeweshouldgohometomorrow.

Nolwazi:Ithinksotoo.

Ivy:Thisplacesucksthelifeoutofaperson.

Nolwazinodded.

Ivy:Didyouseethewife?

Nolwazinodded.

Ivy:Thebitchneedstodieaswell.

Nolwazi:Ivy,stayawayplease.

Ivy:Mxm.

Justthen,therewasaknockonthedoorandNolwazigotupfromthebedandwenttoopen.

Nolwazi:AuntNqobile?



Nqobile:AmIdisturbingyou?

Nolwazi:Cha,what’sthewrong?

NolwazibackedawaysoNqobilecouldgetinside.Sheclosedthedoorandfollowedhertothe

loungewheretheysatdown.

Nqobile:Yazingizom’bulalauThenjiwe.

Nolwazi:Whathappened?

Nqobilecussed.

Nqobile:ShementionedmychildrenNolwazi.

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Nqobile:IthinkI’mgoingtoleavenowbeforeIdosomethingI’llregret.

Nolwazi:Leave?

NqobilenoddedandIvywalkedtotheloungeandsatnexttoNolwazi.

Ivy:HeyAuntNqobz.



NqobilesmiledlightlyandacknowledgedIvy.

Nqobile:Idon’twanttofindmyselfdoingsomethingcrazy.IlovemychildrenNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Iunderstand.

Nqobile:SoIcametosaygoodbye.

Ivy:You’releavingalready??

Nqobile:IhavetootherwiseI’mgoingtokillthatthing.

Ivy:WellIdon’tmindjoiningforces.Wecouldburyhersomewhereinthisland.

Nqobilechuckled.

Nqobile:OhkodwaNomzamo.

Ivy:Ialsosuggestedthatweleavetomorrow.Thisplaceanditspeoplereallybringouttheworst

inus.

Nqobile:Mythoughtsexactly.

Ivy:WelluhambekahleAuntNqobz.I’llvisitsoon.

Nqobile:Iwouldlovethat.



Theyallstoodupandsharedhugs.

Nolwazi:Thankyouforcoming.

NqobileheldNolwazi’shandsandlookedather.

Nqobile:Staystrong.

Nolwazi:I’lltry.

TheyhuggedonemoretimeandNqobilemadeherwayoutofthehouse.

***

Kwanele:Areyouokay?

Tholi:I’mtired.

Kwanelelookedatherintently.

Tholi:Whattimearethesepeopleleaving?

Kwanele:They’renotleaving.

Tholi:Sowehavetodothisfortwomoredays?



KwanelenoddedandTholisighed.

Kwanele:I’malsotiredbutwehavetoshowface.

Tholinoddedandtheycontinuedtositthereaspeoplecametoconversewiththem.Aftera

whileTholistoodup.

Tholi:Wouldyoulikesomethingtoeat?

Kwaneleshookhishead.

Tholi:I’mhungry.

Kwanele:I’llgetsomeonetodishupforyou.

Tholi:I’vebeensittingforalongtime.

Kwanele:Alright.

Tholiwalkedofftotheothersideoftheyardwheresomeofthecookingwomenwere.She

askedthemifshecoulddishupandtheysaidsheshouldgetthefoodthatwasinsidethehouse

whichwasreservedforfamilyonly.Shemadeherwayinsidethehouseandwenttotheempty

kitchen.Thenjiwehadnowforbiddenpeoplefromenteringherhouse.

Tholigotthereandbegandishingupforherself.

***



Dean:Howiseverythinggoingsofar?

Nolwazi:Ireallydon’twanttobehere.

DeanThencomeback.

Nolwazi:It’snotthateasy.Iwanttotellthemaboutthedivorcefirstbutangazikanjani.

Dean:Okay.

Nolwazigrunted.

Nolwazi:I’msohungry.

Dean:Iassumethere’stonsoffoodinsuchoccasions?

Nolwazi:DeanI’mnottouchingthesepeople’sfood.

Deanchuckled.

Dean:HaiboNolwazisowhenexactlyareyouplanningoneating?

Nolwazi:IthinkI’llbefine.

Shelaughedquietly.



Dean:Goonandstarveyourself.

Nolwazi’sstomachgrowledandsherubbedit.

Dean:It’salmost3pmnow.You’llsurvivetillyouleave?

Nolwazi:Aha.

Dean:Wellalrightthen...

Nolwazi:Thankyouforcalling.

Dean:Sure,bye.

Nolwazi:Bye.

ShedroppedthecalljustasIvywalkedinthebedroom.

Ivy:I’mstarvingmanLwazi.

Nolwazi:Ihaven’teatenaswell.

Ivy:Asambe.

Nolwazi:Haiangekengidlelokakudlamina.



Ivylaughed.

Ivy:Youandmomcookedangithi.

Nolwazifrownedandtheywalkedoutofthehouse.

Ivy:Thesepeoplearegoinginonthefreeboozeandfood.

Nolwazi:Wouldn’tyou?

Ivy:Cheapskates.

Astheymadetheirwaytothemainhouse,theytriedbyallmeanstoavoidconversationsand

thankfully,allthesepeoplewerenowdrunksoNolwaziwastheleastoftheirworries.Theygot

tothehouseandmadetheirwayin.

Nolwazi:Wowwhereareallthepeoplewhoweregallivantinginhere?

Theymadetheirwaytothekitchenandtotheirsurprise,Tholiwasthere.Shewassittingdown

ononeofthehighstools,eating.Clearlysheneededabreakfromthechaosoutside.

NolwazitookadeepbreathandfollowedIvyin.Ivy,ontheotherhand,staredatTholiwho

seemedtohavefrozenwhereshewassitting.Shelookedlikeshehadseenaghost.They

walkedtotheothersideofthehugekitchen.

Ivy,whowaschucklingsarcastically,turnedtolookatNolwazi.



Ivy:Whatwouldyouliketoeat,bigsis.

NolwaziclearedherthroatandstaredatIvy.

Nolwazi:Stillnoteating.

Ivy:Wellmyappetitehasalsodeterioratednow.Iwonderwhy...

Nolwazicouldn’tsayanything.Sheneededaglassofwater.

Ivy:Wantsomethingtodrink?

NolwazinoddedtightlyandIvypouredheraglassofwater.

Tholi,ontheotherhand,feltlikedying.Shedidn’tknowwheretolookorwhattodo.

Ivy:Yazi,somewomenneverceasetoamazeme...

Ivybegandishingupforherself.

Ivy:SometimesallabitchneedsisaSLAP.Oneslaptobringthingsintoperspective.

Nolwazifinishedherglassofwater.

Ivy:Conceitedbitches.



JustasNolwaziwasdigestingwhatwashappening,Tholiquicklystoodupandranoutofthe

kitchen.IvyturnedtolookatNolwaziandshegaveheranotherglassofwater.

Ivy:Lwazibreathe.

NolwazilookedatIvypleadingly.

Ivy:Okay,come.

Theyquicklywalkedoutofthehouseandrushedbacktotheirhouse.

Ivy:I’msorryLwa.

Nolwazisankonthebedandcoveredherself.SheshuteverythingoutandIvyknewitwastime

forhertogivehersisterspacesoshegotoutofthehouseandwentbacktothemainhouseto

getherfood.

***

Ataround9pm,Nolwazi’sphonerangandsheopenedhereyes.Shehadfallenasleepcrying

sincetheafternoon.ShereachedforherphoneanditwasDean.

Sheansweredreluctantly.

Nolwazi:Hello?

Dean:Hey.



Nolwazi:Deanpleasecallsomeothertime.

Dean:I’mparkedoutside.

Nolwaziquicklysatupandexclaimed.

Nolwazi:What??

Dean:Ngingaphandle.

Nolwazi:Phandlekuphi??

Dean:Wellthere’sashitloadofcarslanasoItriedtoblendin.

Nolwazikeptquiet.Shewasn’tsureifshewasdreamingorhallucinating.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi:Dean!Whatifsomeoneseesyou??

Dean:Youdorealisethatpeoplearedrunkandbeingmerryhere,right?

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Dean:You’llfindmycarsomewhereoutsidealongsidealltheseothercars.



Nolwaziquicklydroppedthecallandworeathrowjerseyandmadeherwayout.Sureenough,

assoonasshesteppedout,sherealisedwhatDeanwastalkingabout.Theplacehad

transformedtosomekindoftraditionaltavern.Peoplewerebeyondoutofit.

Nolwazilookedaroundtoseeifshecouldspotanyonebutitseemedlikepeoplewereminding

theirownbusiness.IvywasbusytalkingsomestrangeboyatadistanceandMduandtherest

ofherfamilywerenowhereinsight.

Shetriedblendinginaswalkedoutoftheyardandmadeherwaytowhereallthecarswere

parked.Herheartratewasonanotherlevel.Shekeptglancingbehind,makingsurethatnoone

wasfollowingher.AfteralongtimeofsearchingforDean’scaramongstthemanycars,she

finallyspotteditandthenspeedwalkedtoit.Sheopenedthedoorandquicklygotin,feelinglike

shehadjustranamarathon.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Dean,whowasascoolasacucumber,chuckledathowrattledNolwaziwas.

Shesankontheseatandspentthenextminutegatheringherthoughtsandself.

Nolwazi:Ican’tbelieveyou.

Dean:Well,hellotoyoutoo.

Nolwazi:Haisuka.

Shelookedathimandheshruggedhisshoulders.

Dean:Ibroughtyousomefood.



Nolwazi:Dean,youdroveapproximately4hourstobringmefood??

Deannoddedandturned.HereachedforapaperbagatthebackandthenhandedittoNolwazi.

Dean:AmIincorrectinstatingthatyou’rehungry?

Nolwazilaughedquietlyindisbelief.

Dean:There’salotmorewherethatcamefrom.

Nolwazilookedathimandhegrinned.

Nolwazi:I’mtoohungrytodignifythatwitharesponse.

Theybothchuckledasshetookoutthefoodfromthepaperbagandbeganeating.

INSERT39

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Dean:You’rewelcome.

Nolwazirubbedherbellyandsmiled.

Nolwazi:Imayhaveovereaten.



Deanshookhisheadlightly.

Nolwazi:Willyoubeabletodrivebackatthistimeofthenight?

Dean:Amanziamancane.

Nolwazi:Yousurecareaboutyouremployees.

Dean:Right.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandsankontheseat.

Nolwazi:Thisissuchamess.

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Anyway,howareyou?

Dean:I’mgood...

Nolwazinoddedlightlyandsatup.

Dean:Iwasthinkingaboutwhatyousaidthelasttimeweweretogether.

Nolwazi:IsaymanythingswhenI’mwithyou.



Dean:ThatImaybetakingadvantageofyou...

Nolwazilookedathimintently.

Nolwazi:Dean-

Dean:Itbotheredmeabit.

Nolwazi:ButItoldyouIdidn’tmeanit.

Dean:Iknow.Ijustcan’thelpbutthinkthere’ssometruthtoit.Imean,consciouslyI’mnot

takingadvantageofyou,it’snotmyintentionbutIdothinkyou’regoingthroughalotandyour

choicesmaynotbewell-thought.

Nolwazi:HaikekantihowoldamI?

Deanlookedather.

Nolwazi:IamwellawareofthechoicesI’mmaking.HadInotwantedanythingtotranspirehere

ngabekudalangayivalalento.

Dean:Areyousure?

Nolwazi:YesIam.

Deannoddedlightlyandtheysatinsilenceforawhile.



Dean:Alrightthen,letmegetgoing.

Nolwazi:No!

Deanlookedatherweirdlyandshesighed.

Nolwazi:Notnow.Idon’twanttogobackthere.

Dean:HowisIvytreatingthem?

Nolwazi:Youdon’twantmetogothere.

Theychuckled.

Nolwazi:She’sgoinginonthem.

Dean:Andthemonster-in-law?

Nolwazi:I’vebeenavoidingherthewholeday.

Deanshookhisheadlightly.

Nolwazi:Seehowtragicmylifeis?

Dean:Kunzima.



Nolwazi:Andthenhehasthenervetothreatenme.

Deanlookedathersharply.

Dean:Whothreatenedyou?

Nolwazi:Hesaidhe’llneverletgoofme.

Dean:Wow.

Nolwazi:He’sallbark.

NolwaziglancedatDeanandwasabittakenabackathowangryhelookedbutshedismissedit.

Theysatinsilenceforawhileonceagain.

Dean:Comehere.

Nolwaziinvoluntarilyleanedclosertohimandmoanedatthefirsttasteofhim.Theykissedfor

awhileandwitheachsecond,shemanagedtoforgetthedramaoftheday.

DeanbrokethekissandNolwaziwatchedasheloweredtheseatasfarbackasitwouldgo.He

smiledlightlyandNolwaziclimbedoverhim.Somehowherbodywasalreadythinkingahead.

Herthighswerethrobbinginanticipation.Shesettledproperlyonhislapandleaneddownso

shecouldkisshimagain.Heplacedhishandsonherbackandshegroanedintohismouthas

herprivateareapressedagainstthelengthofhisalreadyhardtoolinhispants.Shestopped

kissinghimandtheylookedateachotherhumorously.

Nolwazi:I’malsotakingadvantageofyou.



Deanchuckled.

Dean:Imagine.

Nolwazigiggledquietlyassheleaneddownagainandtheycontinuedtokiss.Shewasgladthat

shewasn’ttheonlyonewhowasinthisstate.Thesmallspacewasnotmakingiteasieraswell.

SherepositionedsothatDeancouldtakeoffthedressshewaswearing.Hemanagedtotakeit

offandheunhookedherbraaswell.Sheshiveredashiswarmhandscaressedherbareskin

gently.Sheloweredherselfsohecouldlickherhardnipples.Helickedonenippleatatimeand

Nolwazigroanedquietly.Heranhistongueslowlyaroundherareolaandthencapturedthe

nipplebetweenhisteeth.Nolwaziarchedherback,pushingherbreastsintohismouth,oneata

time,andheobligedandgavethemallhisattention.Sherockedherhipsagainsthishipsand

soonrealisedthatshehadbeenreadyforhim.Hishandstrailedupherthighscarefullyandhe

slidtheminherunderwearandsherepositionedsohecouldslidethemdown.Shereached

lowertotouchhisfaceandthenbentdownandcontrolledthekiss.Shesmiledthroughthekiss

ashegroanedandpressedherbodyagainsthisevenharder.Aftermuchtongueplaying,

Nolwazifoundherselfgrindingandhumping.Atthispointsheknewshecouldcumwithouthim

beinginsideher,justthefeelofhisbodyonherswasenoughtosendhertotheedge.She

continuedtogrindandhump...Deanstoppedthekissandlaughedquietly.Shestoppedher

involuntarymovementsandhidherfaceinhisneck,takinginhismesmerisingscent.

Nolwazi:Sorry.

Deancontinuedtolaughquietlyandsheloweredherhandandslippeditbetweenthemsoshe

couldunziphispants.Takinghispantsoffwouldbeanothermissionandshewasnotaboutto

wastetime.Assoonassheopenedeverything,shesmiledathimashiscockpoppedout,hard

andreadyaswell.Shetoucheditandwrappedherhandaroundit,slidingupanddownslowly.

Shemovedclosertoitandsecondslater,wasrubbingherclitwiththehead.

Dean:Fuck,Nolwazi.

Shewatchedasheclosedhiseyesandgroanedwhileshecontinuedtoteasehim.Shetoowas

feelingtheanticipationbutsheenjoyedbeingincontroljustthisonce.



Hepulledherdowntowardshimandherlipslandedonhis.Hebitherbottomlipandshe

moanedandstoppedthekiss.Herwetnesswasnowspreadingandshecouldn’twaitanylonger.

Shewasdesperatetohavehiminsidehersoshepositionedherselfproperlyoverthetip.She

heldhiscockandmoanedassheslidtheheadinslowly.Deanalsogroaned,waitingforherto

settleinsoshecouldstartthework.Sheslowlysankdownandherwallsslowlyopenedupand

welcomedDean’sfullness.Sheallowedherselftofeelthismomentofopennessandshe

gaspedaseveryinchofDeanslidinside.Oncehewasinside,sheslowlymovedherhipsina

circletomakesureshewascomfortable.Shearchedherbackandthenbalancedherself

properly.Asshebegantomoveupanddown,shesmiledtoherself.Therewasnogreater

feelingthanthis...Allthepain,hurtandangersheexperiencedthatdaywasnolongerfillingher

mind,bodyandsoul.Deanhadnowfilledallthatupandshecouldn’taskforanythingbetter.

Deanplacedhishandsonherbuttandhelpedhermoveupanddown.

Nolwazi:Dean...

Dean:Hmm.

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutthatfamiliarfeelingofintensityandthrillslowlybeganto

creepupandshecouldn’tutteraword.Shemoanedloudlyassheincreasedherpace,herpelvis

comingdownagainsthispelvisharderandharder.Theirskinslappedagainsteachotherand

theheatintensified.Hishandswerenowonherbreasts,cuppingthem,strokingthenipplesand

pinchingthem.Theirbreathingbecameshorterandthemoansbecamelouderandintense.

Nolwazishuthereyesandgrowledasshefelthimdeepinsideher,herjuicessloppy.She

squealedasshefelthishandtrailtoherstomachanddown.Asshewasgrinding,heslidhis

fingersdownandbeganstrokingherclitrhythmically.

Nolwazi:Ah!

Hecontinuedtostrokeherandsheincreasedherpace.Hervaginatightenedaroundhiscock

andshecontinuedtogoinhardandfast.

Dean:CumLwazi.



Nolwazishuthereyeseventighterandslammedinandoutquickerandharder,Deanwasnow

strokingherhardclitvigorously.

Shecriedoutandheplacedhishandsonherbuttandmadehergoevenharder.

Nolwazi:Aaah!

Beforesheknewit,shewasalreadylockedupinhisembrace.Hehoweverwasjustaboutto

cumsosheslippedoutandhetwitchedashisorgasmfilledhim.Shecollapsedonhimandthey

laythereforalongtime,digestingtheecstasytheyhadjustexperienced.

Dean:Lwazi.

Nolwazi:Hmm.

Dean:Youcan’tfallasleepphela.

Nolwaziignoredhimandheshookherlightlyasshehidherfaceinhisneck.

Dean:Nolwazivuka.

Nolwazimoanedandputherheadup.

Dean:Getdressed.

Shesighedasshewentbacktothepassenger’sseatandbegantogetdressed.Deanalsofixed

himselfandafterawhile,shefinished.



Nolwazi:Thanksforcoming.

Dean:Sure.

Sheleanedclosertohimandtheykissed.

Nolwazi:Youshouldgetgoing.

Dean:YesIshould.

TheykissedagainandNolwaziopenedthedoorandgotout.Shewasn’tshockedthatpeople

werestillhavingajoll.Shequicklyrushedbacktotheyardwithoutlookingbackandsigheda

hugesighofrelievewhenshemanagedtoblendinwiththecrowd.Justasshewasaboutto

walktowhereherhousewas,shefeltsomeonegrabherarm.

Nolwazi:Whattheh-

SheturnedandsighedwhenshesawMtho.

Nolwazi:Oh,hey.

Mtho:DidIstartleyou?

Nolwazi:Alittle.

Mtho:Ngiyaxolisa.



Nolwaziblinked.

Nolwazi:No,it’sfine.Iwasjustgoingtobed.

Mtho:Alright.

NolwazilookedatherarmandthenatMtho.

Mtho:Oh,sorry.

Heletgoofherandsheforcedasmile.

Nolwazi:Goodnight.

Mtho:Night.

Shequicklyturnedandbeganwalkingtowardsherhouse.

INSERT40(Couldn’tedit)

JustasNolwazigotinthehouse,shebumpedintoMdu.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Mduwrappedhisarmsaroundherandsqueezedher.



Mdu:I’vemissedyou.

Nolwazilaughed,tryingnottosoundawkward.

Nolwazi:Unjani?I’vemissedyoutoo.

ShetriedbreakingfreefromhisholdbutinsteadMduheldhereventighter.

Mdu:I’vebeenthinkingaboutyousinceyoulefttheceremonyearliertoday...

Nolwazi:Isit?

Mdunodded.

NolwazitriedbreakingfreeonceagainbutMdudidn’tletgoinsteadhechuckled.

Mdu:Kantiwhyismyhugaffectingyousomuchtoday?

Nolwazilaughed,tryingnottobeawkwardonceagain.

Nolwazi:You’rebreakingmybonesboy.

Mdu:Hmm.

Nolwaziquicklytensedup.



Nolwazi:What?

Mdu:Yousmellnice.

Nolwazi:Mxm!

Shepushedhimawayandstormedtothebedroom.Shewassuddenlyveryangry.

Mdufollowedherandlookedatherintently.

Mdu:You’rebeingirresponsible.Whatifsomeonesawyou?

Nolwazi:Sawmedoingwhat??

Nolwaziturnedtolookathimwithunexpectedfuryinhereyes.

Mdu:Youreekofaman’scologneNolwazi.Clearlywhoeverthismaniscamehereforyou.

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutwordsfailedher.Suddenlyithitherthatsomeonemayhave

indeedseenher.ShelookedatMdunervously.

Mdu:Listen,afterwhatIsawtoday,tobehonest,I’mstartingtoseethatthisisbullshit.It’sall

suchamindfuck.

NolwazikeptquietandMduwalkedovertoherandhuggedher.

Mdu:Ican’tbegintoimaginehowitfeels.Aftercrackingmyskulltoday,Ithinkyoushoulddo



what’sbestforyou.

Nolwazi:Youmeanthat?

Mdunoddedandshesmiledlightlyandtheyhuggedagain.

Mdu:Justdon’tbeirresponsible.DadisthelastpieceofthepuzzleandIthinkweallknowthat

it’sgoingtotakemorethantearstoconvincehimthatthisshitisfuckedup.

Nolwazi:It’ssofrustrating.

Mdu:ButImeanwecan’tblamehim.Attheendofthedayhewasraisedacertainwayand

whetherwelikeitornot,peopleareinfluencedbythatandit’shardtobreakfree.

Nolwazi:ButI’mhisdaughter.Whowouldwanttoseetheirdaughterhurt?

Mdushruggedhisshouldersandtheywenttothelounge.

Nolwazi:Ithin-

JustthentherewasaloudbangonthedoorandMdupushedNolwaziasideandrushedtothe

door,ondefencemode.Nolwazifollowedhimandheopenedit,readytoattackwhoeveritwas,

butitwasthatThembaboyhesawwithIvy.

Mdu:Yewena,uxakweyini??

ThembalookedatMdunervouslyandNolwazistoodnexttohim.



Nolwazi:Howmaywehelpyou?

Themba:AuntThandekasaidIshouldtellyoutocometothehouse.

NolwaziandMdulookedateachother.

Themba:Shesaysyoumusthurryup.

NolwazisighedandsheandMdulockedupandmadetheirwaytothemainhouse.Theywalked

pastallthepeopleandmadetheirwayinsideandclosedthedoor.Theyheardmurmursandjust

astheyenteredthekitchen,theysawThandekaandDumakude.

Nolwazi:What’sg-

Thandeka:Kwaneleishavingaseizur-

NolwaziinstantlyrushedtothesittingroomandfoundThenjiwe,Lindiwe,TholiandPretty.They

werealltoweredoverhim.

ThenjiwelookedatNolwazi.

Nolwazigottothemandaskedthemtomovebuttheyalljuststoodthere.

Thenjiwe:AnimuzwauNolwazi??Sukaniman!

TheyallbackedawayandNolwazilookeddownatKwaneleashelaythere,abouttogointoa

seizure.



Thenjiwe:Whyareyoucryingnawena??Thula!

Tholi,whowasballinghereyesout,criedmoresilently.

Pretty:I’manurse.Iknowthesethin-

Thenjiwe:Don’tyoudaretouchmyson!

Pretty:ButI-

Thenjiwe:Youthinkyourbabysittingskillsqualifyyouasanurse??Don’tyouda-

Nolwazi:Caneveryoneleave,please!

Nolwazilookedatthempleadingly.TheyallkeptquietandMducameoverwithaglassofwater

andNolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:Hecan’tdrinkanythinguntilit’sover.

Mdu:Howlongdoesitlast?

Nolwazi:Notlongerthan3minutes.

NolwazikneeleddownnexttoKwaneleandthenunfastenedhisbelt.

Nolwazi:Mdupleaserepositionhimtotheside.



MduobligedandmovedKwaneleandmadehimlayonhisside.

Pretty:Heissupposedtofaceup!

Thenjiwe:Onemorewordfromyouwenaslimandini!Youwanthimtosuffocatefromhisvomit

andsaliva??

PrettykeptquietandTholi’ssobsfilledtheroom.

Thenjiwe:Cansomeonepleasetakethiscryinggirloutofhere!

Lindiwe:MamashehasneverseenKwanelelik-

Thenjiwe:Out!Nonkefuthi!PHUMANI!

LindiwewasabouttoprotestwhenMdulookedatherandshekeptquietinstantly.

Mdu:Let’sgo.

HeledTholi,LindiweandPrettyout.ThenjiweandNolwaziwerenowtheonlyonesthere.

Justastheyleft,Kwanele’sseizurebeganandTitilookeddownathimworriedlyandsighed

heavily.

Titi:Icannevergetusedtothis.



Nolwazi:Iknow.

TheywatchedpainfullyasKwanelelaythere,unrecognisable.Itwastoopainfultowatch...

Tholiwalkedoutofthehouseandwenttotheothersideoftheyard,crying.Shehadneverseen

Kwaneleinthatstateandshewasscaredandshocked.Shewasnowprayingthathewould

survivewhateverhewasexperiencing.Justthethoughtofhimdyingterrifiedher.

Shewasstartledtofeelsomeoneplacetheirhandsonhershoulders.Sheturnedaroundand

sawMdu.Helookedather,concerned.

Mdu:He’llbefine.

Tholi:Whatiswrongwithhim??

Shecouldn’thelpbutpanic.

Mdu:Hesuffersfromepilepsy.

Tholi’stearsfloodedhereyesandshetriederasingtheimageofKwanelelayingthere.Shewas

genuinelytraumatised.

Mdu:He’llbefine.

Tholi:Ho-howdoyouknowthat??

Mdu:Thepeopleinhislifeknowhowtodealwithit.



Tholi:You’relying.TitiandLindiseemedconfused.

Mdu:That’sbecauseNolwazihasbeentheonewhohasdealtwithhimforthepastfouryears.

Tholi:Kantiuqaleniniukubanje?

Mdu:Theyearbeforetheygotmarriedbutshefoundoutabitlater.

Tholikeptquietandfocusedonstoppingthetears.Shewasreallyshaken.

Mdupulledhercloserandshecollapsedinhisarms.

Nolwazi:Canyoupleasegetatowel.

Titi,whohadalreadybroughtone,gaveither.

Nolwazi:He’scalmingdown.

TheywatchedasKwanele’sseizurequieteneddownandhelaytherehavingahardtime

breathing.Nolwazirepositionedhisheadsohisneckwouldn’tbecompressed.Afterawhile,his

breathingfinallystabilised.

JustthenMduwalkedin,carryingTholi.

Titi:Andthen?

Mdu:Shefainted.



Titi:Mxm.

PrettyrushedinandlookedatMduinpanic.

Pretty:Nooowhathappenedtoher??Isshefine???Ohnoo!!

Titi:Stopbeingdramaticwenangobaweallknowthatyoudon’tcareaboutthischild.

TitilookedatMdu.

Thenjiwe:Mdutakethatgirltooneofthebedroomsandsprinklewateronher.I’msureyour

armsevenhurt.

PrettygaveThenjiweasharplook.

Thenjiwe:Heehmango!Wedon’tneedunnecessarydramahere.

Mduwalkedtotheothersideofthehouse.

ThenjiwelookedatPretty.

Thenjiwe:Umeleniwena?Gotakecareofyourniece.

PrettygaveheronemorelookandthenrantowhereMduwasheaded.Thenjiwelookeddownat

Kwaneleandsighedinreliefasheopenedhiseyes.



Nolwazi:Nele.

Kwanelekeptquietandjuststaredahead.

Nolwazigentlymadehimopenhismouthandthencleanedoutallthevomitthatwasinhis

mouthwithherfinger.Shewipedhimproperlyandthenheblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Thenjiwe:Doesheneedwater?

Nolwazi:Notyet.

Shekneeledthereforthenext10minutesorsountilhebecamestable.

Nolwazi:Wantmetohelpyouup?

KwanelenoddedlightlyandNolwaziwrappedherarmsaroundhimandmanagedtohelphimsit

up.

Kwanele:Water.

ThenjiwerushedtothekitchenandfoundThandekaandDumakudestandingthere,Dumakude

holdinghisshakenwife.

Thandeka:Isheawake?

ThenjiwenoddedtightlybeforeshewalkedbacktotheloungeandhandedNolwazitheglass.

NolwazihelpedKwaneledrinksomewaterandthenputtheglassaway.



Nolwazi:Don’tyouwanttogetupandsitonthecouch?Aren’tthetileshurtingyou?

KwanelenoddedandNolwazistoodupandbothsheandTitihelpedhimstandupandtheygot

himtositonthecouch.Herestedhisheadandclosedhiseyes.

NolwazithentookadeepbreathandlookedatTiti.

Nolwazi:Gethimtobedonceheisfullyalert.

TitinoddedandjustasNolwaziwasabouttogetupfromthecouch,Kwaneleplacedhishand

onherarm.Sheturnedtolookathim.

Nolwazi:Doyouneedanythingelse?

Kwaneleopenedhiseyesandlookedatherandshe,inturn,lookedatThenjiwe.

ThenjiwewalkedoutoftheloungeandNolwazisatinsilenceasKwaneleclosedhiseyesagain.

PartofherwasworriedaboutTholi.Sheknewwhatshewasgoingthrough...Kwaneleobviously

keptthisfromherandthegirldidn’tknowhowtoreact,shedidn’tblameher.

ThandekawalkedinslowlyandlookedatNolwazi.

Thandeka:Ishefine?

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:We’regoingtobednow,shoutifyouneedus.



NolwazinoddedandThandekawalkedoutwithDumakude.

INSERT41

Nolwazi:Areyoufinenow?

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightlyandshelookedathim.KnowingKwanele,hewasperfectlyfine

atthispointbuthewasgoingtousethistokeepherbyhisside.Nolwazi,becauseofherlove

forhim,wouldstaywithoutadoubt.Theybothknewthatshewouldneverleavehimwhenhe

waslikethis...Insicknessandinhealth...

Nolwazi:ShouldItakeyoutobed?

Kwanelenoddedandshe“helped”himstandupandtheywalkedtohisbedroominthemain

house.HerefusedtogotoTholi’shouseforsomereason.TheygotinandNolwazihelpedhim

takeoffhisclothesandgetinbed.

Nolwazi:Goodnight.

Kwanele:Nolwazi,please.

Nolwazi:UfunaniKwanele?

KwanelekeptquietandNolwaziwalkedoutoftheroomandclosedthedoor.Shedidnotknow

whereshewasgoingbutsomehowshefoundherselfheadingtothebedroomwhereTholiwas.

Sheknockedonthedoorandshortlyafter,Mduopened.

Nolwazi:Howisshe?



Mdu:Uthukilelomuntu.

Nolwazi:CanIgetit?

MdulookedatherindisbeliefandNolwaziwalkedpasthimandmadeherwayin.Tholiwason

thebedandPrettywassittingontheedge.Shewalkedovertothebedandstoodthere,looking

downatTholiwhoseemedshaken.

Pretty:Whatdoyouwanthere??Youcametoridiculemyniece??

NolwazilookedatPrettycalmlyandshookherhead.

Pretty:Ufunani??

NolwaziglancedatTholiandthentookadeepbreath.Foramomentthere,shefeltlikeshewas

lookingatIvy,heryoungersister.Shelookedsoshakenanditreallywasasadsighttosee.She

walkedcloserandthenkneeleddownbytheedgesoshecouldbecloser.Shethenlookedat

Mdu.

Nolwazi:Gethersomewarmmilk.

Mdunoddedlightlyashewalkedoutoftheroom.NolwazireachedforTholi’sfaceandremoved

herhairgently.Tholihadhereyesclosedandherfacewasredandpuffy.

Pretty:Tholakeleisashelteredgirl.Thisfamilyneedstounderstandthis.

NolwaziglancedatPrettyanddidn’tsayanything.



Pretty:Shecan’tbetreatedlikethisbecauseattheendofthedaytheychoseher...

PrettykeptquietandNolwazibrokeeyecontactandlookedatTholi.Theystayedinsilencefora

whileuntilMduwalkedbackinwithamugofwarmmilk.HegaveNolwazithemugandshe

brushedTholi’sface.

Nolwaziclearedherthroatandswallowedhard.

Nolwazi:Tholi.

Tholididn’topenhereyes.

Nolwazi:Pleasedrinkthis,itwillhelp.

Tholistilldidn’topenhereyes.NolwaziglancedatMduandhewalkedovertowhereNolwazi

waskneelingandthenleaneddownsohecouldbeclosertoTholi.

Mdu:Tholakele.

Tholiopenedhereyesandblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Mdu:Trytositup.

Sheobligedandsatup,balancingontheheadboard.Herheartratewasonanotherlevel.She

avoidedeyecontactwithNolwazi.Itwasn’tenoughthatMdu’sintimidatingdemeanourwas

weighingheavyonherandnowshehadtodealwithNolwazi,whosepresencealsofrightened

herupclose.



Nolwazi:Bamba.

ShefuelledupthecouragetolookatNolwazibutdidn’tlookatherintheeyes.Shelookedatthe

mug.

Mdu:TakethemugTholi.

TholiobligedonceagainandNolwazicouldn’thelpbutlookatMduinconfusion.Shecouldn’t

understandwhyMduseemedtogetthroughtoher.MdusmiledwithhiseyesandNolwazi

focusedonTholiagain.

Nolwazi:It’swarmmilk.

TholilookedatthemugandthenglancedatNolwazi’shands,stillavoidinghereyes.

Tholi:Thankyou.

NolwazinoddedlightlyandTholibegandrinkingthewarmmilk.

Pretty:Ihavetogo.

Allthreeofthemlookedatherinconfusion.

“It’smidnight,”Nolwazithoughttoherself,“Soshe’dratherleavehertraumatisedniecejustto

gohaveagoodtimeoutside?Somepeoplereallydon’tknowhowtolove...”

Pretty:Nizobagrandangithi?



Mdu:Mxm.

PrettylookedatTholi.

Pretty:U-rightangithi?Callmekeifyouneedanything.

BeforeTholicouldreplyandaskhertostaybecauseshefearedstayingwithMduandhissister,

Prettywasalreadywalkingout.Secondslatersheclosedthedoorandtherewassilence.Tholi

focusedonthemugagainandbothNolwaziandMdustaredather.

Mdu:IsKwanelefine?

Nolwazi:There’snothingwrong,he’sfine.

Tholi:He’snotgoingtodie.Ishe??

Shequicklylookeddown.Shedidn’tknowwherehercouragetospeakcamefrom.

Nolwazi:No,hewon’tdie.He’sperfectlyfine.

Tholinoddedlightlyandcontinuedtodrinkthemilk.NolwazithenglancedatMduandhe

nodded.ShegotupandthenlookedatTholi.

Nolwazi:Hewasprobablygoingtotellyou...

TholikeptquietandNolwaziturnedandmadeherwayoutofthebedroom.Whensheclosedthe

doorsheleanedonitandclosedhereyes.Shetookadeepbreathandprocessedeverything

thathadhappened.



Lindiwe:Lwazi.

SheopenedhereyesandsawLindiwestandingatadistancefromherinthepassage.

Theystaredateachotherforawhile.

Outofeveryoneinvolvedinthissituation,Nolwazireallycouldn’tcontaintheangershehad

towardsLindiwe.BesidesKwanele,shefeltLindiwebetrayedherdeeplybecauseoftheirclose

relationship.ShewalkedawayandmadeherwaytoKwanele’sbedroom.Whenshegotinshe

foundhimsleeping.Shewenttothebedandsatnexttohim.Sheallowedherselftodelve

deeperintoherthoughts...Kwanelegotclosertoherandplacedhisheadonherlapandslept

away.

***

Thefollowingmorning,ThandekaandNolwaziwerebusymakingbreakfastwhenIvywalkedin.

Everyonehadcompletelyforgottenaboutthisone.

Thandeka:Nomzamo!

Ivysmiledbrightly.

Ivy:Heyhumans.

Thandeka:Wherehaveyoubeen??



Ivy:Haikenooneasksyouwhatyougetupto.

ShethenlookedatNolwazi,wholookedsombre.

Ivy:What’supLwa?

Thandeka:Kwanelehadaseizurelastnight.

Ivylaughed.

Thandeka:Nomzamo!

Ivy:Haisukasingenaphilaphothina?Ngabenimyekileafe-

BeforeIvycouldfinishwhatshewassaying,Nolwazihadalreadythrownaglassather.Ivy

duckedandbothsheandThandekaexclaimedinshock.ThandekarushedtoIvytoseeifshe

wasokayandNolwazistoodthereandrealisedwhatshehaddone.Soonafter,shealsowalked

toIvy.

Nolwazi:Ivy...

IvylookedatNolwaziinshock.

Nolwazi:I’msosorry!

Ivypushedbothofthemawayandstormedoutofthehouse.



Thandeka:Lwazi!

Nolwazilookedathermothernervously.

JustthentherewasaknockonthedoorandThandekaopenedandMthowalkedin.

Mtho:Sanibonani.

Thandeka:Yebo,Mtho.

Mtho:Uhm,myfatheraskedmetocallyou.

Thandeka:HaiboangtihiItoldthemthatwewouldhaveourownbreakfasthere.

Mtho:No,hesaysthere’safamilymeeting.

Thandekafrowned.

Thandeka:Manje?

Mtho:Yebo

NolwaziandThandekaglancedateachother.

Thandeka:Okaybhuti,siyeza.



MtholookedatNolwazi.

Mtho:SawubonaNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Hi.

Mthofrownedathercoldnessbeforeheturnedandwalkedoutofthehouse.

Thandeka:Let’seatfirst.

Nolwazi:MaIneedtofindIvy.

Thandeka:She’llgetoverit.Wealsoneedtocutyousomeslack.Onedoesnotsimply“switch

off”theirloveforsomeone.AwujolinoKwanele.YoutwoaremarriedandIknowitmustbehard

foryousodon’tworryaboutIvy,shewillgetoverit...Shehasto.

Theycontinuedtopreparetheirbreakfast.

INSERT42(Couldn’tedit)

Nolwazi,ThandekaandMdufinishedupeating.Dumakudehadspentthemorningwith

ButhelezisoNolwazifiguredhewasalsopartofwhatevermeetingwasplanned.

NolwaziglancedatMdu.

Nolwazi:Bhenju.



MdulookedatNolwaziasThandekawalkedout.

Nolwazi:HowisTholi?

Mdu:ShewasbetterwhenIwenttocheckthismorning.

NolwazithenstaredatMduintently.

Nolwazi:Bhenju.

Mdu:Yes?

Nolwazi:What’sgoingon?

Mduchuckledlightlyandshookhishead.

Nolwazi:Okay.

TheywalkedoutofthehouseandNolwazilookedaroundtheyardtryingtoseeifshecouldspot

Ivybutshewasnowhere.Peoplewerestillsittingaroundtheyard...Clearlyitwasgoingtobe

anotherlongdaybutNolwaziwasn’tsureifshewouldstay.

TheygottothekitchenandThandekawasbusyboilingwaterandThenjiwe,ascoldand

unresponsiveasshewas,wasbusysortingoutthescones.

Nolwazi:Doyouneedhelp?



ThandekashookherheadandNolwazicarriedonwalkinghandinhandwithMdu.Whenthey

gotintheloungetheyfoundButhelezi,Dumakude,twounclesfromButhelezi’sside,Lindiweand

Kwanele.

Mdu:Nivukekahle?

Allthemenresponded.

Nolwazi:Sanibonani.

Buthelezismiledandstoodup.HeopeneduphisarmsandNolwazilookedathimweirdly.Mdu

thenpushedhertowardshisdirectionandshewentinforahug.

Buthelezi:Thankyou.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Buthelezi:Thankyouverymuchmakoti.

Nolwazinoddedlightlyandheletgoofher.

Buthelezi:Hlalaniphansi.

MduandNolwazisatnexttoeachotherandKwanelefinallylookedupandstaredatNolwazi.

SheavoidedhisgazeandmadesmalltalkwithherbrotherwhiletheywaitingforThenjiweand

Thandeka.AfterawhiletheyfinallywalkedinandThandekawenttositnexttoherhusband.

Butheleziclearedhisthroatandeveryonekeptquietandlistenedtohim.



Buthelezi:Icalledthismeetingbecauseinallhonesty,thepasthourswehavebeentogether

haveshownmejusthowdividedweareasafamily.Thereissomuchhurt,angerand

disrespectthatisgoingaroundanditreallypainsmetoseethisbecausethisisarecentthing.

We’vealwaysbeenaclosenitfamilyandnowweareextremelydivided.

Dumakude:Iagree100%.Mysuggestionisthatwedealwiththerootoftheproblem.

Buthelezi:Therootoftheproblem?

Dumakude:Yes...

DumakudeglancedatNolwaziandKwanele.

Dumakude:Weareallawarethatproblemsarousedwhenyouwereallconvincedthatmy

daughtercannotconceivechildren.

Everyonekeptquiet.

Dumakude:Whenyouallcametothatconclusionyoubegandoingotherthingsonthesideand

asaresult,weareseatedheretoday.

Buthelezi:Doingotherthingsontheside?

Dumakude:HaiboButhelezidon’ttellmethatasthemanofthehouseyouhadnoideaukuthi

yourwifewasbusyrunningtheshow.

EveryonekeptquietandThenjiwelookedatDumakudeandgasped.



Dumakude:YourwifeisabigproblemButheleziandIwouldliketothinkthatyouareman

enoughtoadmitthisyourself.

Thenjiwe:Haibokantim-

DumakudelookedatThenjiweandshekeptquietinstantly.DumakudethenlookedatButhelezi.

Dumakude:Youbroughtinasecondwifehereandeverythingwasdoneinthewrongway,that’s

whyizintozihambakabi.

Buthelezi:Howwouldyousuggestwedoit?

Dumakudechuckled.

Dumakude:Can’tyouseethatthedamageisalreadydone?

ButheleziglancedatNolwazi.

Dumakude:Yonkeleupanddownebeniyenzainixakilemanje.

TherewassilenceandthenThandekaclearedherthroat.

Thandeka:Youdidnotthinkthingsthrough...

Buthelezi:Iammanenoughtoadmittothat.



Thandeka:Butareyoumanenoughtoundoit?

Nolwazi:There’snoundoingit.

EveryonelookedatNolwaziindisbeliefandtherewassilence.

Nolwazi:TobehonestIreallyamnotinterestedinwhatanyonehastosayatthispoint.

ShelookedatKwanelewhowasnowstaringatherwithhisjawtightened.

Nolwazi:Allthisbackandforth...

Shetookadeepbreathandexhaled.

Nolwazi:Countmeout.

Buthelezi:WhatareyousayingNolwazi?

EvenThenjiwewasstunnedatthispoint.Shehadnowordswhatsoever.

Nolwazi:WhatI’msayingis...I’mgettingadivorce.

Everyoneexclaimedinshock,exceptThandeka,DumakudeandMdu.

Buthelezi:Angikuzwakahlemakoti.



NolwaziturnedtolookataflabbergastedButheleziandsheswallowedhard.

Nolwazi:I’mdone.

Buthelezirubbedhiseyesandscratchedhishead.Hegenuinelylookedlikehegotkickedinthe

stomach.

Kwaneleontheotherhandseemedtobeinhisownworld.Hewasn’tthere...

Dumakudeclearedhisthroat.

Dumakude:Doyouseewhereyourirresponsibilityandselfishnesshasledus?

Buthelezi:Youcan’tallowthisDumakude!

Dumakude:Nolwaziis29yearsold.DoyoureallythinkIcanstopawomanheragefrommaking

decisionswhichshefeelsarebestforher?

Therewassilence.

Dumakude:Youhavealllostadaughter.Nolwaziwouldgotohellandbackforthatboysitting

righttherebutbecauseyouareallsucharecklessandselfishfamily,youarelosinghernow.As

muchasmypridewon’tletmegothroughwiththis,Irefusetoletittakeovermyjudgement.My

daughter’sdignityhasbeendraggedthroughthemudandIcan’tallowthisanymore.

Nolwazitriedholdingbackhertearsasshewatchedherfather,evenThandekawascrying.No

oneexpectedthatfromhim.



Dumakude:Shehasreachedherbreakingpointandweashersupportsystemaregoingtotake

herbackunderourwingseeingasyouallfailedtoappreciateher.Ididn’tgivebirthtomy

childrenjusttohavethemtreatedlikerubbishbystrangers.

Buthelezi,Titi,Lindiwe,Kwaneleandthetwounclesallsattheredumbfounded.

Dumakude:MyonlywishrightnowisthatyouastheButhelezifamilylearnfromthis.Youdo

nottreatpeoplelikethey’redirtandthenexpectthemtostayloyaltoyou.

Buthelezisighedheavily.

Dumakude:Iamcuttingalltieswithyou,Shenge.Mydaughterneedsmenow.

DumakudethenglancedatKwaneleandshookhishead.

Dumakude:You’velostanirreplaceabletreasureson...Ihopeyoumangetofindsomethingas

closetowhatsheis.

Ivy:Wellwecertainlyknowthatthenewwifeisnotclose...

EveryoneturnedandIvystoodthereandlookedateveryone.

Ivy:SoIguesswe’reallonthesamepagenow?We’refinallyseeingthesepeoplefortheevil,

bloodthirstyandselfishthingsthattheyare?

Dumakude:Nomzam-

Ivy:Youpeopledon’tknowwhatloveis.It’sactuallysuchapity.



Dumakudekeptquiet.Ivyhadneverlistenedtohiminlifesoshesureashellwouldn’tstartnow.

Ivy:Ifeelverysorryforyou.Takeagoodlookatthissideoftheroom.

Shepointedatherfamily.

Ivy:Youseethesepeople?Thesepeoplehaveeachother’sbacks.Nomatterhowhecticthings

get,theydon’tbetrayeachother...NowYOUontheotherhand?Youhaveawomanwhotakes

evilnesstoawholeotherlevel,amanwhohasthepowerbutdoesn’tstopthiswoman,a

daughterwhodoesn’tknowwhattruefriendshipmeansanduncleswhoarereallyjustpictures

onthewall-inotherwordsthey’reirrelevantandforgettable,

ShelookedatKwanele.

Ivy:I’mnotevengoingtoreadyouKwanelebecauseyouhavewonthetitleoftitles.Sikushayela

izandlabhutingobauyayenzaintoyakho.

Thandekaclearedherthroatloudly.

Ivy:Anyway,I’mjustgladyoupeopleknowaboutthedivorcenow.Weneedtogetgoingmanje.

Thiswholeplacehasawayofdrainingaperson!

ShesighedandDumakudeclearedhisthroat.

Dumakude:Ithinkitsbestweleave.

DumakudeglancedateveryoneandthenatThandeka.



Thandeka:Okay.

Dumakude:IjustneedtotalktoButhelezi.

Nolwazi,MduandThandekastoodupandtheywalkedoutwithIvy.Wordsandlookswerenot

exchangedatthispoint.Theatmospherewasabittootenseandawkward.

INSERT43

MdumadehiswaytoTholi’shouse.Heknockedacoupleoftimesandeventuallythedoor

openedandTholistoodthereinconfusion,shelookedathimnervously.

Mdu:CanIcomein?

Tholifrozeandcontinuedtostareathimwithamixtureofconfusionanduneasiness.

Mdusteppedforwardandshebackedawayandhemadehiswayin.

Mdu:Closethedoor.

Tholistoodstillbythedoor,stillconfused.Mduhuffedandwalkedclosertoherandshutthe

door.Hethenstoodveryclosetoherandlookedather.

Tholi:Isthe-

Sheclearedherthroat.



Tholi:Isthereaproblem?

Hercheekswerenowflushed.

Mdu:Wellitdependsonhowyouviewit.

Tholilookedathimwithapuzzledexpressionandhesmiledkindly.

Mdu:They’reseparating.

Tholi’sexpressionremainedunchanged,shewasstillpuzzled.

Mdu:Howoldareyouagain?

Tholi’spuzzledexpressiondeepened.Mduconfusedthehelloutofher.

Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:22.

Mdunodded.

Mdu:Nolwaziisgettingadivorce.

Tholi’seyesshotupandsheopenedhermouthtosaysomethingbutwordsfailedher.Mdu



staredatherforaverylongtime.

Mdu:Atleastyouhavehimtoyourself...Isn’tthatwhatyou’vealwayswanted?

TholilookedathimwithoutsayinganythingandMdugrinned.

Mdu:He’sallyoursnow.

Tholi:I-

Herthoughtsfloodedhermindandshejuststoodthere,speechless.Shewonderedifitwas

somethingshesaidordidthatledtothis.ThelasttimeshesawNolwazi,shelookedso

confidentandwellputtogethersohowdidshecometothis?

“CoulditbesomethingIdid?”shethoughttoherself,“MaybeIdidsomethingthatangeredher

somehow...”

Allthesethoughtsfloodedherandshefeltherheartsinkassherealisedjusthowhecticthis

situationwas.Coulditbethatallthistimeshejustmanagedtolietoherself?Sheallowed

peopletodictatewhatshewassupposedtodoandintheend,quitealotofpeoplewerehurt,

includingher.ShethoughtbacktothedayshewastoldthatshewouldgetmarriedtoKwanele...

Shehadn’tallowedherselftoretraceallofthosememories...

Shefeltahandtouchherfaceandshesighed.Allthistimeshehadmanagedtoconvince

herselfthatNolwaziwasabadperson.ViewingNolwaziinsuchanegativelightmadeiteasier

forhertogoonwithherlifehowever,afterNolwazihadbeensokindtoherandmadesureshe

wasfineafterKwanele’sseizure,shesoonrealisedthatshewasthecompleteoppositeofbad.

Assheshookherheadlightly,totryanderaseherthoughts,shelookedatMdu.



Tholi:Pleaseleave.

Mdu:Ihavetogiveittoyou...Youhavetearsfordays.

Tholididn’tevencomprehendthatshewascrying.Asshewasabouttowipehertears,shewas

shockedtorealisethatMdu’shandwasonherface.Hechuckledashewatchedherfaceturn

evenredderandhereyespoppedout.

Mdu:Calmdown.

TholitiltedherheadandMdu’shandfelloffherface.

Tholi:Leave.

Mdunoddedlightlyandstoodthere.

Tholi:Now!

Mdu:HowamIsupposedtogetoutwhenyou’repressedagainstthedoor?

TholitriedmovingbutMdublockedherwayandgrinned.

Tholi:I’mgladyoufindthisamusing.

Mdu:Idoactually.Yourinnocencegenuinelyamazesme.

Tholitriedmovingagainbutthistimeheblockedherandwrappedhisarmsaroundherwaist.



Tholi’seyespoppedoutagainandMdulaughedquietly.

Tholi:No,pleaseleavemealone.

Shelookedathimpleadinglyandhecouldn’thelpbutremovehisarms.Hethenlookedather.

Mdu:CanItellyousomething?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Iwasplanningonfuckingthedaylightsoutofyou.

Tholigaspedinshock.

Tholi:Howdar-

Mdu:But-

Hechuckledandshookhisheadlightly.

Mdu:Myplanwasruined...

Tholiwasstilllookingathiminshock.

Mdu:Byyou.



Henarrowedhiseyesandstaredather.

Mdu:Somethingtellsmeyou’renottoblameforanyofthisshit...Youdon’tstrikemeasspiteful.

Tholi’sexpressionrelaxedabitbutshecontinuedtoremainsilent.

Mdu:Iwasgoingtostealyoufromhimandleavehimwifeless.Howironicwouldthatbe?He’d

gofromhavingtwowivestononebutnowthatmysisterisdonewithhim,I’vedecidedtoletit

slide...Nowhecanfocusonbuildingalifewithyou...

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:SoI’llleaveyourhouseholdinpeace.

Hesmiledkindly.

Mdu:Excuseme.

Hemotionedthatshewasblockinghiswayandshedidn’tmove.

Mdu:TholiI’dliketoleavenow.

Tholishookherheadlightly,obviouslysnappingoutofit.

Tholi:Oh,sorry.

ShetriedmovingasidebutMduwasstillblockingherway.Hesteppedevenclosertoherand



shelookedathimpleadingly.Beforeshecouldsayanythinghehadalreadyheldherandtheir

facestouched.Tholi’sbodytensedupandshefelthimsmileashislipsgentlytouchedhers.

Shewasexpectingherselftotrytostophimbutthatdidn’thappen.Theystoodthereforalong

time,notkissing.Mduwaswaitingforhertorelaxandshewaswaitingforamiracletostop

whateverwashappening.

Assheclosedhereyes,Mduplantedalightkissonherlipsandthenleanedhisfacecloserto

herear.

Mdu:Stoplettingpeopleruleyourlife.

Hebackedupfromherandshestoodthere,stilltakenaway.

Mdu:Tholi,seriouslynow,getoutofmyway.

Helookedatherassheshookherheadonceagain,shakingwhateverthoughtswereflooding

her.Shelookeddownembarrassinglyandshiftedsohecouldhaveaccesstothedoor.

Mdu:You’readorable.

Tholigruntedandhechuckledasheopenedthedoor.

Mdu:Bye.

Shekeptquietandhewalkedoutofthehouse.Assoonasthedoorclosed,Tholirushedtothe

bathroomtorinseherface.Shewasconfusedandmesmerisedatthesametime.

Justasshewaswalkingoutofthebathroomandtothelounge,sheheardthedooropenandto

hersurprise,itwasKwanele.Shehadn’tseenhimsincethepreviousnightbecausetheysleptin

differentrooms.Shelookedathim,suddenlyfeelingconcerned.Helookedlikehehadjustbeen



hitbyabus.Asshewasabouttowalktohim,hegaveheraquickstareandshestopped.He

thenwalkedtothebedroomandshutthedoor.Shesighedindefeatanddecidedtogivehimhis

space...

INSERT44

ThandekalookedatNolwaziwhohadnotsaidawordtoanyone.

Thandeka:Baby.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttotalk.

Thandekanoddedlightlyandfinisheduppackingforeveryone.AfterawhileDumakudewalked

inthehouseandhelookedatNolwazi.

Dumakude:Arewereadytoleave?

Nolwazinoddedlightlyandhewalkedtothebedroomtoalsogetready.Mduwalkedinaswell,

lookingquitepleasedwithhimselfforsomereason.

Mdu:Areweleaving?

Nolwaziignoredhimandcontinuedtositonthecouch,drowningherselfinherthoughts.Mdu

figureditwasbesttoleaveheraloneandhetoowalkedtohisbedroomtogetready.Nolwazi’s

hearthadsunksolow,shewasn’tsurehowshewasfeeling.Shewantedtogetbacktoher

houseandshuteverythingoutuntilshecouldmakesenseofeverything.

Thandeka:Babywe’reallreadynow.



Nolwazilookedathermotherandnodded.Ivy,DumakudeandMdumadetheirwayoutand

Nolwazistoodup.

Thandeka:Mduhasyourbag.

Nolwazinoddedandshelookedaroundthehouseblankly.

Thandeka:ItwillgetbetterLwazi.

Nolwaziignoredhermotherandmadeherwayoutofthehouse.Astheyallwalkedpastthe

mainhouse,theywereallshockedtohearpeopleyelling.

Dumakude:It’snoneofourbusinessnow.

Theyellsweresoloudandallofthemcouldn’thelpbutwanttofindout.

Thandeka:Iwonder...

Theycontinuedtowalkuntiltheygottotheircar.

Ivy:Goodriddance!

Nolwazigotinthecarwhileallofthemwerebusyputtingthebagsin.Oncetheyweredonethey

allgotinthecarexceptMdu.

Dumakude:YinimanjeBhenju?



Mdu:Iforgotmycharger.

Thandeka:Hurryupplease!

Ivy:UyabhoramanBhenju.

Mduturnedandwalkedbacktotheyard.HemadehiswaybacktoNolwazi’shouseandtohis

bedroomwherehelefthisphonecharger.Hegotitandthenmadehiswayout.Ashewas

walking,athoughtcrossedhismindbuthedismissedit.

Person:Mdu!

Mduturnedandstifledagrin.Hewatchedasshetriedrushingtohimfromadistance.When

shefinallygottohim,shetookadeepbreathandexhaled.Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Yes?

Sheheldontoherchestforacoupleofsecondsandthensighedonceherbreathhadstabilised.

Tholi:WhatwereyoutalkingaboutwhenyousaidIshouldn’tletpeoplerulemylife?

Mdu:What’snotclearaboutthatstatement?

Shelookeddownembarrassinglyandthenhesmiled.

Tholi:Whywouldyousaythat?



Mdu:Listen,Ihavetogo.

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Ithi-

Person:YewenaMdu!Don’tfuckwithus!

MduturnedandIvystoodatadistance.

Ivy:We’vebeenwaitingforyouandyou’reoutheretalkingtothatthing!

AsMduturnedtofaceTholiagain,shewasalreadywalkingaway.Hescratchedhisheadlightly

andthenturnedandmadehiswaybacktothecar.

Ivy:Youshouldhavebroughtyourowncarhereifyouwereplanningondelayingus.

MduignoredherandtheygotinthecarandDumakudedroveoff.Mduthenturnedtolookathis

bigsisterwhowassittingaloneatthefarback.Itwasclearthatthiswasgoingtobeawhole

otherobstacleshe’dhavetogetover...

***

Dumakude:Ithinkweshouldgotoahotel,Nolwazimightneedherspace.

Thandeka:Youallcango.I’mnotgoinganywhereuntilshetellsmetoleave.



Dumakudekeptquiet.

Thandeka:I’mnotgoingtoleaveherallalonewhenshe’sfacingsomethingthisdeep.

Ningahambaninakodwaangiyindawomina.

Mdu:Ithinkweshouldstaybutstillgiveherspace.Idon’tthinkit’sagoodideatoleaveherhere

afterwhathappened.

Ivy:Iconcur.

Dumakudesighedheavilyandthennodded.

Thandeka:Weallneedtorestfornow.

TheyallagreedtogiveNolwaziherspaceandmindtheirownbusinessuntilshereachedoutto

them.

Nolwaziwasinthebathtub,takinganapwhilethehotwaterpiercedthroughherskin.Shewas

beyondnumbatthispoint,bothemotionallyandphysically.Sheknewshe’dhavetogothrough

astageofdepressionbeforeshesawthelightagain.Whatshebuiltforfouryearshadnow

amountedtonothing...

Justasshewasdozingoff,sheheardthedooropenbutshejustlaidthere.

Thandeka:Baby.

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedathermotherasshetoweredoverher.



Thandeka:You’llgetacold.You’vebeeninhereforoveranhournow.

Nolwazikeptquietandwatchedashermothergrabbedatowelandreachdowntoher.

Thandeka:PhakamaLwazi.

Sheinvoluntarilygotupandsteppedoutofthetub.Thandekathenwrappedthetowelaround

her.

Thandeka:Dryyourselfup,I’llcleanuphere.

NolwaziwalkedtothebedroomandThandekastayedinthebathroomandcleanedup.After

shewasdoneshewalkedtothebedroomandfoundNolwazilotioningherself.Shewenttoher

drawerandtookoutherwarmpyjamasandthenplacedthemonthebed.

Thandeka:I’mpreparinganearlydinnerforus.

NolwazikeptquietandThandekawalkedoutandclosedthedoor.AssoonasNolwaziwasin

herpyjamas,shegotinbedandzonedout.

***

Thenjiwe:Shewillneverdivorcehim.

Buthelezikeptquiet.Hehadn’tsaidawordtoanyonesincethepreviousnight.

Thenjiwe:Shewillneverdoit!



Hecouldn’tstandThenjiwe’svoiceanymoresohestoodupandwalkedoutofthehouse.

LindiweandThenjiwethenhadanotherloudverbalargumentforawhile.

Lindiwe:Whyareyousoconcerned??Weren’tyoutheonewhoinfiltratedallofthis??

Thenjiwe:Watchyourmouth!

Lindiwe:Youhavebrainwashedyoursonandmadehimyourpuppet!Lookatwherethathas

landedhim!

Thenjiwe:Ukhulumanganiwena?!

Lindiwe:Ohplease,Iknowwhatyoudid!

Thenjiwe:WatchitLindiwe!

Lindiwe:Kwanele’slifeisruinedbecauseofyou!

Thenjiwe:Yewenamntanandini!Don’tyoudarecomehereandactinnocent.Youweretheone

whocameheretellingmeabouthowyou’restartingtolikeTholakele!

Lindiwekeptquiet.

Thenjiwe:Ohsoyou’reoutofwordsnow??

LindiwelookedatThenjiweangrily.



Thenjiwe:Youpeopleloveblamingme!

Lindiwe:Allofthiswasstartedbyyou.

Thenjiwe:Stoptalkingrubbishandgetoutofmyhouse.

LindiwestormedoutandThenjiwesatdownandhuffedandpuffedforagoodfiveminutes.

Onceshewasstable,sheslidherhandinherbraandtookoutherphone.Shedialledanumber.

Person:Hello.

Thenjiwe:Ineedinformation...

Person:I’mlistening...

***

Thandekawalkedbackinwithatray.SheplaceditonthesidetableandthenshookNolwazi

lightly.Nolwaziopenedhereyes.

Thandeka:Here’syourfoodbaby.

Nolwaziblinkedacoupleoftimesandthensatup.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Thandeka:Anythingforyou.



SheplacedthetrayonherlapandNolwazibeganeating.Thandekasatontheedgeofthebed.

Thandeka:Howareyoufeeling?

Nolwaziglancedathermother.

Nolwazi:Likeafailure.

Thandekanoddedlightly.SheknewshehadtoallowNolwazitogothroughalltheemotional

stagesthatwereinvolvedinsuchsituations.

Thandeka:Itwillgetbetter.

Nolwazilaughedsarcasticallyandthencarriedoneating.

Thandeka:Isuggestyoufocusonyourwork.Keepbusy.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Thandeka:WouldyoulikemetocallNomiorSly?

Nolwazishookherhead.

Thandeka:Okaythen.



Nolwazi:Thanksforthefood.

Thandekatookthetrayandthennodded.Shewalkedoutofthebedroomandclosedthedoor.

Nolwazithensatinsilenceforawhile.Shereachedforherworkphoneandswitcheditonandit

wasfloodedwithemails.Shereadalltheimportantonesandfeltslightlybetterknowingthat

outofeverythingthatwasgoingon,herjobwasstillintact.

ShedialledDean’snumberanditrangforalongtimebutheeventuallyanswered.

Dean:Workphone?

Nolwazi:Yes,I’mback.

Dean:Sosoon?

Nolwazihuffed.

Dean:Yousoundterrible.What’swrongnow?

Nolwazi:Itoldthemaboutthedivorce.

Dean:Howdidhetakeit?

Nolwazi:Ican’tdescribeit.Hewasweirdandquiet.

Dean:IfyouneedmoredaysthenI’llor-



Nolwazi:No,Ineedyoutoforwardmemorework.

Dean:Areyousure?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Dean:Okay...

Nolwazi:AndI’dalsoappreciateitifyouwouldcomefetchme.

Dean:Areyouatyourhouse?

Nolwazi:NoDean,I’minAustralia.

Deanchuckled.

Dean:Givemetwohoursorso.I’monmywaytothegym.

Nolwazigrunted.

Dean:Gruntallyouwant.

Nolwazi:Bye.

Dean:Bye.



Shedroppedthecallandcontinuedtogothroughherworkemails.

INSERT45

MduwalkedinthebedroomandwenttositnexttoNolwazi.

Mdu:Heykiddo.

NolwazilookedathimandhesmiledandNolwazismiledbackfaintly.

Mdu:I’mworriedaboutyou.

Nolwazi:Don’tbe.

Mdu:Willyoubefine?

Nolwazi:Yes.

MdunoddedlightlyandNolwazigotupandbeganpackinganovernightbag.

Mdu:Haibowhereareyougoing?

NolwazikeptquietandMduwatchedhercloselyandonceshewasdone,shewentbackandlay

onthebednexttohim.

Mdu:Lwazi.



Nolwazi:Hmm.

Mdu:Layoffwhateveryou’redoing.

Nolwaziglancedathimandlaughedquietly.

Mdu:You’rev-

Nolwazi:Youforgetyourpositionsometimes.

Mdukeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Getout.

Mdureluctantlystoodupandwalkedoutofthebedroom.Nolwazilaythereandtriednottogive

intothesinkingfeelingthatwastryingtofillherevenmore.Eventuallyherphonerangandit

wasDeantellingherthathewasoutside.Shegotherbagandmadeherwaydownstairswhere

shefoundeveryoneintheloungewatchingTV.

“Howsweet,”shethought,“HavingagoodtimewhileI’mcrackingmyskull...”

Thandeka:Oh-

Ivy:She’sagrownasswoman.Don’teventryit!

Thandeka:Ha-



Ivy:GogetfreshairLwa.

NolwaziglancedatIvyandIvywinkedather.Nolwazistifledachuckle.

Nolwazi:Haveagoodnight.

AsmuchasDumakudeandThandekawantedtoknowwhereshewasofftoo,theyknewthey

hadtobackoff.Thiswasn’teventheirhousesotheirruleswouldn’tapply...WellThandeka

didn’tmindatall,shejustwantedtobesurethatherdaughterwasfine.

Thandeka:I’msureshe’sgoingtoSly.

Dumakude:Understandable...

Ivy:You’vebeencrowdingher.

Thandeka:Uyaphaphakewena.

TheycontinuedtowatchTV.Nolwaziwasnowmakingherwaytothecar.Shegotinandplaced

herbagattheback.ShethentookadeepbreathandlookedatDean.Sheresistedtheurgeto

pounceonhimwithhisgood-lookingself.Heflashedasmile.

Dean:Sowhereto?

Nolwazirolledhereyesandfastenedherseatbelt.Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Dean:Haveyoueaten?



Nolwazinodded.

Dean:Stopnoddingandshakingyourhead.Answermeproperly.

Nolwaziglancedathim.

Dean:Haveyoueaten?

Nolwazinoddedandtheybothchuckled.

Nolwazi:Haveyoueaten?

Dean:No.

Nolwazi:DrivethroughPicknPayorWoolies.

Dean:Ngoba?

Nolwazi:Justgothereplease.

DeanfocusedontheroadandtheydroveinsilencetillhegottothenearestPicknPay.Theygot

outofthecarandmadetheirwayin.

Nolwazi:Whatwouldyouliketoeat?



Deanlookedatherandfrowned.

Nolwazi:I’mofferingtoprepareagoodwholesomemealforyouandallyoucandoisfrown?

Dean:Wellwhydidn’tyousayso?

Nolwazi:ForaPhDscholar,yousurecanbeslow.

Dean:Watchit.

Nolwazishookherheadasshegrabbedatrolleyandtheywalkedaround.

Nolwazi:Sowhatdoyouwant?

Dean:Surpriseme.

TheycontinuedtowalkaroundtheaislesandNolwazipickedouteverythingshewouldneed.

Oncetheyweredonetheypaidandmadetheirwaybacktothecar.Deanthendroveofftohis

house.

Nolwaziwasnowinthekitchenpreparingamealforhimwhilehewenttotakeashower.Asshe

wasbusy,herphonerangandwhenshechecked,itwashermother.Sheanswered.

Nolwazi:Ma.

Thandeka:Babyu-right?



Nolwazi:Yes,Iam.Don’tworry.

Thandeka:Eishyazingiphathekekabikanjani.Angithandiwhenyou’resodown.

Nolwazi:Likeyousaid,itwillgetbetter.

JustthenDeanwalkedtothekitchenandsatononeofthehighstools.

Thandeka:Iloveyou.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutooma.

Thandeka:Besafe.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Thandeka:Byebye.

Nolwazi:Bye.

ShedroppedthecallandlookedatDean,whowasbusywithhisphone.

Nolwazi:Ithinkeveryoneisexpectingmetogothroughdepressionagain.

Dean:Willyourelapse?



Sheshruggedhershouldersandcarriedoncooking.

Dean:Wouldyoulikesomethingtodrink?

Sheglancedathimandhechuckled.

Dean:Champagnecomingup.

Hewalkedovertothefridgeandpouredheraglassofchampagneandhandedittoherandshe

tookasip.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Dean:Sohowdidyourfatherreact?

Nolwazi:Hewassurprisinglysupportive.

Deannoddedandkeptquietashewatchedhercook.

***

Mduwasnowdrivingtohisfriend’shouseparty.Ashemadehiswaythere,hekeptreplaying

somerandommemoriesandfoundhimselfchuckling.Afterawhile,hefinallygotthereand

madehiswayinside.Peoplewereallovertheplace,gettingdrunkanddancing.

Person:Mdu!



Mduturnedaroundandspottedhislongtimefriend,Larry.Theywenttouniversitytogetherand

oncetheygraduatedhegotajobinDurbanwhileMdustayedinJohannesburg.

Theyshookhandsandhugged.Larrywasalittleonthedrunkside.

Mdu:How’sit,mate?

Larry:Allgoodandyou?

Mdu:Allgood...

Theyspokeforawhile,catchingupwitheachother’slives.

Larry:Listen,I’llseeyouaround.Someone’swaitingformeupstairs.

Mdu:Letmenotdisturbyou...

TheyshookhandsagainandLarrydisappeared.Mdulookedaroundandfeltatadbitsheepish.

Theonlyreasonhecameherewasbecausethehousewasabitdepressing.SeeingNolwaziin

thatstatehitanerve...

Hewalkedaroundandeventuallywalkedtothepoolareawheretherewereacoupleofpeople.

Hefoundaplacetositandtookoutacigaretteandlighter.Hewatchedaspeopledancedand

thatoccasionalbuzzhegotfromhiscigarettemadehimslightlybetter.

Hefeltsomeonetaphimontheshoulderandheturnedtoseewhoitwas.Itwasanunfamiliar

girl.Helookedatherblanklyandshesmiledbrightly.



Girl:Whyareyousittingbyyourself??

ShegiggledandMdufrowned.Shecameandsatnexttohim,alittletooclose...

Girl:So??Whyareyousittingbyyourself??

Mdu:Idon’thavefriends.

Girl:Aww!

ShegiggledonceagainandMdulookedather.Shewasthetypicalprettygirl:nicebody,pretty

faceandallthatjazz...Althoughhewasn’tinthemoodforentertaininganyone,his

uncontrollablemaleurgesweretoomuchtodealwith.Healreadyknewhowthiswouldendup.

Girl:Icanbeyourfriend.

Mdusulkedandpoutedandthegirlwentontogiggleagain.

Girl:You’resohandsomeandcute.

Sheplayfullysqueezedhischeekandthengotclosertohim.

Girl:You’renotfromhere?

Mdu:Sortakinda.

Girl:What’sthatsupposedtomean?



Mdu:IliveinJohannesburgbutIalsohavealifehere.

Girl:Ohyou’refromJozi?

Mdunodded.

Girl:I’msureyourZuluisabittaintedthen.

Mduchuckledandtookadragofhiscigarette.

Girl:CanI?

Mdu:Icangiveyouanothero-

Girl:No,Iwantyours.

Mdu:Wellokaythen.

Hesmiledandgaveherhiscigarette.Shetookalongdragandblewitonhisface.

Mdu:Watchit.

Shegiggled.

Girl:Sowhat’syourname?



Mdu:Mdu.

Shesmiledandnodded.

Mdu:Andyou?

Shetookanotherdragandsmiledslyly.

Girl:Zanele.

Mdunodded.

Girl:ButIpreferZani.

Mdunoddedagain.

Girl:Youlooktired...

Mdu:Iam...

Girl:I’malsotired.Wasatafriend’sceremonyyesterday...

Mdunoddeddisinterestedly.

Girl:Howaboutwefindaroomandgetsomerest?



Mdulookedatherandchuckled.

Girl:Comeon,webothcoulddowithsomerest.

Mdu:Youthink?

Shetookanotherdragandnodded.

Girl:AndyoucantellmeallaboutJoburg...

Mduchuckledasshestoodupandgrabbedhishand.

Girl:Woza.

Hestoodupandgrinned.Hismindwasplayingtricksonhimandthisgirlwasgoingtohelphim

letitallout...

INSERT46(Excuseanyerrors)

Aweekpassed...

ItwasnowtimeforDumakude,IvyandThandekatoleave.Mduontheotherhand,insistedon

staying.

Thandeka:Lwazipleaseletmeknowifyoueverneedmetocomebackhere.



Nolwazi:Mamayou’vebeenwithmelongenough,youalsohavealife.

Thandeka:Anditrevolvesaroundmychildren.

Nolwazismiledlightlyandhuggedhervisiblyworriedmother.

Nolwazi:I’llbefine.

Thandekalookedatherandhuffed.

Nolwazi:Ipromise!

Thandekahuggedheragain.

Nolwazi:PlusMduwillbearound.

Ivy:Kantiwhycan’tIstaymina?

Dumakude:BecauseyouneedtofocusongettingatleastONEdegree.Thislifestyleofyours

willnotsustainyou.

Ivy:Schoolisnotforeveryone.

Dumakudeignoredherandwenttoputallthebagsinthecar.

Nolwazi:Thankyouforeverything.



Thandeka:Ijustfeelbadforleaving.

Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:Don’t.

Thandekasighedheavilyandthennodded.

Thandeka:Ifyousayso...

TheyhuggedagainandthenIvycametoNolwazi.

Ivy:I’llcomebackagain.

Nolwazi:Alrightsistersister.

Ivygiggled.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Ivy:You’remyrideordie.

Nolwazi:Likewise.

Ivy:Iloveyou.



Theysharedawarmhug.

Nolwazi:Iloveyoutoo.

Theyallwalkedoutofthehouseandoncetheygottothecar,DumakudepulledNolwazitothe

side.

Dumakude:Lwazi...

Nolwazi:Thankyouforyoursupport.

Dumakudenoddedlightly.

Dumakude:You’remyfirstbornafter-all.

Nolwazismiledlightly.

Dumakude:Whenareyouplanningoncontactingyourlawyer?

Nolwazi:I’llgettoit.

Dumakudenoddedtightly.

Dumakude:YouandKwanelesharethesamelawyer?



Nolwazinodded.

Dumakude:Ithinkyoushouldhaveyourownpersonalone.

Nolwazi:Eitherway,wesignedaprenupsowewon’thaveproblems.

Dumakudenoddedonceagainandthenopeneduphisarms.

Dumakude:Comegivedaddyahug.

Everyoneheardhimsaythatandtheyallburstoutinlaughter.Helookedatthemandfrowned.

Ivy:Beingsoftdoesn’tsuityou.Don’ttraumatiseusplease.

Dumakude:Mxm.

HelookedatNolwaziandshesteppedclosertohimandtheysharedawarmhug.Nolwazihad

toadmitthathergratitudelevelswereskyhigh.Shehadthebestfamilyonecouldeveraskfor.

Thandeka:Nisalekahleke.

Mdu:Don’tworry,I’llmakesureukuthiyonkeintoi-straight.

Dumakude:Itrustyouson.

Thandeka:Haiboholdyourhorses,thisisnothishouse.



Nolwazi:Yazi.

Mdu:Ohho.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandMduandNolwaziwatchedastheydroveoff.

Mdu:Finally!

Nolwazi:Ishouldbetheonesayingthat.

MdulaughedandtheywalkedbackinsidethehouseandNolwaziwenttothekitchenand

pouredherselfaglassofwater.Thehousewasnowsoquietthatpartofherwasn’ttoosureif

lettinghermothergowasagooddecision.

Mdu:Lwazi.

Sheshookherheadandquicklysnappedoutofit.

Nolwazi:Hmm?

Mdu:IthinkIwanttomeetthisman.

Nolwazilookedathiminconfusion.

Nolwazi:Meetwhichman?



Mdusmiledslyly.

Mdu:Theonewho’sbeenhelpingyououtlately.

Nolwazicouldn’thelpbutlaughsarcastically.

Nolwazi:You’refunny.

Mdu:I’mgladyoufindmefunny.

Nolwazidrankherwaterandthenlookedathim.

Nolwazi:Ifyoucontinuetomeddleinmybusinessthenyouwillbehomeless.Consideryourself

warned.

Mdu:Dramaticmuch?

Nolwazi:Hmm...

Shewalkedawayandlefthimthere.

***

Pretty:It’stimeformetogohomenow.

Tholicarriedonfoldingherhusband’sclothes.



Pretty:Tholakele.

Tholi:Hmm?

Pretty:Yewenangikhulumanawe!

Tholiturnedtolookatherwithablankface.Prettywalkeduptoher.

Pretty:Ungenweyiniwena??You’vebeenactingfunnylately!

Tholi:Idon’tknowwhatyou’retalk-

Pretty:Mxxxm!

Tholilookedatherwithnoexpression.

Tholi:Soyou’releaving?

Pretty:Yes!

Tholi:Okay.

Sheturnedaroundandcontinuedtofoldtheclothes.

Pretty:Heeeehh!



Tholiignoredherandthenwalkedtothebedroomwiththebasket.Shethenwalkedbacktothe

laundryroom.

Tholi:Uhambekahle.

Prettystaredatherandthencrossedherarms.Tholilookedatherbrieflybeforetakingoutthe

restoftheclothesfromthetumbledryer.

Pretty:Byebyeke.

Tholi:Bye.

Pretty:Heheee!

Prettyclappedonceandthenwalkedoutoftheroom.Tholisighedahugesighofreliefandthen

finishedupwhatshewasdoing.Bythetimeshewentdownstairs,Prettyhadalreadyleft.She

finishedupcleaningthehouseandthenwenttothebalconyandsatthereforawhile.

Justthen,herphonerangandsheanswered.

Tholi:Hello?

Person:IsKwanelebackyet?

Tholi:Mam’Thenji-

Thenjiwe:Ismysonback?



“Whydon’tyoucomecheckforyourself,”shethoughtangrily.

Thenjiwe:Ye??

Tholiclearedherthroatandshookherhead.

Tholi:No.

Thenjiwe:Hashecalledyou?

Tholi:Ilastspoketohimyesterday.Hetoldmehe’sbusy.

Thenjiwe:Mxm.

Tholi:Hesayshe’llbebackso-

Thecallwasdroppedviolentlyandshehuffed.Sheputherphonedownandsatthere.Ittook

everyfibreinherbodynottocryherlungsout.Mostnightsshe’dfindherselfcryingbutwould

instantlystopherself.Shenowhatedherowntearsforsomeoddreason.

Asshewasabouttostandup,herphonerangagainandshereachedforitandsmiledwhenshe

sawherfriend’sname.Shehadn’tseenhersincethefirstdayofherceremonyinDundee.

Tholi:Zani!

Zani:Friend!



Tholi:Howareyou?

Zani:Iamaliveandkickingyazi.Isthatevilauntofyoursgone?

Tholinodded.

Tholi:Yasheis.

Zani:CanIcomeover?

Tholi:Uhmsur-

Zani:No,actuallylet’smeetsomewhere.I’msureyou’retiredofbeingcoopedupinthatbig

houseofyours!

Tholi:Uhm-

Zani:I’mnottakingnoforananswer!

TholisighedandZanitoldhershewouldfetchherinanhourandsheshouldlookprettyinstead

ofbeingherusualdullself.Tholihadgottenusedtonotbeingnoticedsoshehadtroublewith

relatingtomoderngirlswhokneweverythingaboutmakeupandallthatotherstuff.She

dressedcomfortablyanddidn’taimtopleaseanyonebecauseshewasconvincedthatnoone

waswatchinganyway.

Shewalkedinsidethehouseandwenttoherbedroomwhereshebeganlookingforwhatshe

wouldwear.AsshesmeltKwanele’sclothes,shefelttheurgetoburstoutintearsbutshe

managedtocontrolherself.



***

Mdu:I’mheadingout.

Nolwazi:Whereareyougoing?

Mdu:You’reobviouslynotplanningoncooking.

Nolwazi:Nope.

Mdu:MxmI’msureyou’replanningonbeingwithyourmysteryman.

Nolwazi:AndevenifIwas,Idon’tseehowitconcernsyou.

Mdustaredather.

Nolwazi:HambaBhenju.

Mdu:Woah.

Nolwazi:Idon’tunderstandwhatyouwantfromme.Youwantmetosithereandfeelsorryfor

myself?

Mdu:No,Iju-



Nolwazi:Justgo.

ShewalkedtoherbedroomandMdustoodthereforawhile.Hethengothisthingsandmade

hiswayout.

INSERT47

ZanicalledTholiandtoldhershewasparkedoutsideherhouseandTholimadeherwayout.

Shegotinthecarandhuffed.

Tholi:Icouldcookamealforusa-

Zani:Uhuh!You’vebeeninthathouseforwaytoolong.

Tholishruggedhershouldersuncomfortably.Lockingherselfupseemedfareasierthanbeing

aroundpeople.Shealwayshadanxietywhenshewasincrowds.

Zani:We’llgotoanicerestaurantwithalivebandandhavealovelychilledtime.

TholihuffedagainasZanidroveoff.

Zani:Sohowisyourhubby?

Tholikeptquietandfocusedontheroad.

Zani:Youwillneverbehappyshamewena.



Tholicontinuedtokeepquietandeventuallytheygottoarestaurantandmadetheirwayin.

Theygotatableandplacedtheirorders.

Zani:Tholirelax!Geesh!

Tholishiftedinherseatuncomfortablyandsighed.

Zani:Kantiyiniinkingayakho?

Tholishookherhead.

Zani:Let’shaveagoodtime.I’mexpectingsomeonetocomejoinuslater.

Tholi:Who?

ZanismiledmischievouslyandTholilookedatheroddly.

Tholi:Doyouhaveaboyfriendnow?

Zani:Haiit’snothinglikethat.

Tholikeptquiet.

Zani:Hehaspotentialthough.

Tholi:Okay.



Zani:Andhe’srich...

Tholishookherheadlightly.

Zani:Haisukayoucan’tbetheonlyonewitharichpersonhawukantiyiniinkingayakho?

Eventuallytheirfoodcameandtheybeganeating.

***

Dean:Nolwazi.

NolwaziquicklysnappedoutofherthoughtsandglancedatDean,whowassittingontheother

couch.

Nolwazi:Hmm?

Dean:Comesitnexttome.

Nolwazistoodupandwenttositnexttohim.Hepulledhercloserandwrappedhisarmsaround

her.

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Hmm?



Nolwazi:Thanksforeverything.

Dean:Anytime.

Sheputherheadupandglancedathimandhegrinned.

Nolwazi:Mybrotherknowsaboutthis.

Deanchuckled.

Nolwazi:Deanjustpromisemeonething.

DeanstoppedfocusingontheTVandlookedather.

Nolwazi:We’vebeenfriendsforawhilenow.

Dean:Andwe’renotkids.We’llcontinuetohandlethingsliketheadultsweare.

Nolwazismiledfaintlyandnodded.

HefocusedontheTVagainandNolwaziputherheadonhischestandtheydidn’tsaymuch

afterthat.

AfterawhileDean’sphonerangandheaskedNolwazitogetitforhim.Shereachedforitand

gaveittohimandthenwentbacktobeingcomfortableinhisarms.

Deanhissed.



Nolwazi:What?

Thephonestoppedringingandheputitdown.

Dean:UNtsiki.

Nolwazisatupandlookedathimandhisfaceremainedcalmandunchanged.

Nolwazi:Isshetheonewhocalled?

Henoddedtightlyandpulledheragain.

Dean:Mxm.

NolwazikeptquietandfocusedontheTVagain.

***

Zani:Uhmlistennehfriend,I’mgoingtogethimoutside.

Tholi:MaybeIshouldleave.

Zani:Andgowhere??Stopbeingapartypooperman!

TholifrownedasZanistoodupandwalkedoutoftherestaurant.ThelastthingTholineeded



wastosithereandbewithZaniandherrandommen.Shereallyjustwantedtobeinherbed,

watchingoldmovies...Shetookasipofherdrinkandsatthere,waitingforZanitocomeback

soshecouldtellherthatshewasleaving,plusitwasnowaround7pmandshehadtobeback

athomejustincaseherhusbanddecidedtocomeback.

JustthensheheardZani’svoiceandshetriedtofinishherjuice.

SheheardZanilaughandamalechuckledalongwithher.

Zani:Therewego.

WhenTholilookedup,sheimmediatelychockedonherjuiceandheldontoherchest.

Zani:Andthen?Whatwrong?

TholiglancedatMdu,whowasalsoconfusedandlookedabitshocked.Shequicklystoodup

andwalkedtothebathroomwhereshedranksometapwaterandstoodthereforawhile.

Afteralongtimeshefinallymadeherwaybacktothetable.Insteadofsittingdown,shelooked

atZani.

Tholi:I’llseeyousoon.

Zanistoodupandlookedatherintensely.

Zani:Whyareyoubeinglikethis??Stopthisbullshitman.

Tholi:Don’ttalktomelikethat.



ZanilookedatTholiinconfusionandabitofdisbelief.Shehadneverheardherusesuchacold

tone.

Zani:Sorry,friend.

TholithenglancedatMdu,whowassittingtherelookingslightlyamused.Shesatdownand

tookheremptyglassofjuice.

Tholi:CanIhaveanotherglass?

Zanilookedaround.

Zani:Uhmsure,I’llfindthewaiter.

TholinoddedtightlyandZaniwalkedoff,lookingforthewaiter.

Mdu:Whowouldhavethought?Youactuallyhaveafriend?

Tholilookedathimsharplyandhechuckled.

Mdu:Smallworld...

Justthen,ZaniwalkedbackwithawaiterandaskedhimtorefillTholi’sjuice.Shethensatdown

andsighed.

Zani:Uhmsoya...Mdu,thisismybestfriendTholi.



MdunoddedandsmiledatTholi.

Zani:Tholi,thisisMdu.

Shortlyafter,thewaitercamebackwithherjuiceandshegulpeditallupatoncebeforehe

couldevenwalkoff.

Tholi:CanIhaveaglassofwater?

Waiter:Sure.

Mdu:GivemeashotofGlenfiddich,please.

Waiter:Alright.

ThewaiterwalkedoffandMdustaredatTholi.Shekeptonhuffingandpuffing,obviouslytrying

toconcealwhateveremotionswerebrewinginher.Hercheekswereslowlyturningredandshe

avoidedhiseyes.Hefounditveryamusing.

Zani:TholiistheoneIwastellingyouaboutMdu.

MduglancedatZaniandnoddedlightly.

Zani:Ineedtheloo,willbebacksoonest.

Shestoodupandrushedtothebathroom.



Tholi:GladtoknowthatI’mthecentreofyourconversations.

Mdu:Heynow!

Helookedatheramusinglyandsheflaredhernostrils.

Mdu:Cute.

Shehuffedagain.

Mdu:Ikhonaintoekudlayo?You’vebeenhuffingandpuffingoverthere.

ShekeptquietandthewaitercamebackwithherglassofwaterandMdu’sshot.Hedownedit

quicklyandshetookalongsipofherwater.

Justthen,ZanicamebackandsatdownnexttoMdu.Shelookedathimandsmiled.

Tholi:Ihavetogonow.

Zani:Bu-

Tholistoodup.

Zani:Mxmangazibengikusaphi.You’rehopeless.



MdulookedatZanidisapprovinglyandZaniretaliated.

Zani:What??Youhavenoideahowlameshecanbe.

Tholihissedandtookherbag.

Tholi:WheredoIpay?

Zanilaughedsarcastically.

Zani:Usingbelovedhubby’scard?

TholistaredatZani,thatcommenthitherabit.Shedidn’tunderstandwhyshewasbeinglike

this.ClearlyMdumadeherfeelsuperior.

Mdu:IsKwaneleback,Tholi?

ZaniquicklylookedatMduinshock.Tholijuststoodthere,herfeethaddefeatedherandshe

feltoverwhelmed.

Zani:What???

MdulookedatZaniblankly.

Mdu:Hmm?

Zani:Youknowherhusband??



MdunoddedcasuallyandthenlookedatTholi.

Mdu:Wantmetogiveyoualift?

Zani:Howdoyouknowher??

MducontinuedtolookatTholi.

Zani:Mdungikhulumanawe!

Mdu:AwumeZanele.

HefocusedonTholiagain,whodidn’tsayanything.HesighedandthenglancedatZani.

Mdu:TakeyourfriendhomeZanele.

Withthatsaidhestoodupandleftthemthere.

INSERT48

Anotherweekpassed...

Lwazimadeherwaytothelawfirmandonceshegottothereception,shewastakento

Anthony’soffice.Anthonywasadivorceattorney...Hewasadifferentlawyerfromtheoneshe

andKwanelejointlyhad.

Shegottotheofficeandhewelcomedher.



Anthony:Mrs.Buthelezi,lovelytomeetyou.

Nolwazismiledfaintlyandtheyshookhands.Shewasn’tfeelingwellbutsheknewshehadto

getthisoveranddonewith.

Anthony:Haveaseat.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Shesatdownandhewentovertohischairandsatdown.Hesmiledkindly.

Anthony:HowmayIhelpyou?

Nolwazi:LikeIsaid,Iwantadivorce.

Henodded.

Nolwazi:MyhusbandandIhaveamutuallawyer.

Henoddedonceagain.

Nolwazi:Myfatheradvisedmetofindanewlawyerasourcurrentone’sobjectivitymightbe

questionable.

Anthony:Iagreewithyourfather.



Nolwazikeptquiet.Shehadaterribleheadacheanddidn’tknowifshewouldmakeittotheend

ofthismeeting.

Anthony:Areyouokay?

Nolwazishookherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:CanIhaveaglassofwaterplease?

Anthony:Sure.

HewalkedoutoftheofficequicklyandNolwazibrushedherforeheadlightly,feelingherhot

temperature.Anthonywalkedbackinandgaveheraglassofwater.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Anthony:You’rewelcome.

Hesatdownagainandlookedatherkindly.

Anthony:I’vedealtwithlotsandlotsofdivorcecases,sometragicanddramaticthanothers.

Nolwazi:Hownice.

Hechuckledquietly.

Anthony:Asageneralstartingpoint,IthinkI’lljustbriefyouaboutthecommonmistakespeople



makewhendivorcing.

Nolwazinoddedlightlyandputherglassonthetable.

Anthony:Firstly,somepeoplefailtorespondandcommunicate.Thiswon’tnecessarilyapplyto

youbecauseyouaretheonewhoisfilingforadivorce.Whenyourhusbandreceivesa

summons,hemustdosomething.Hewillnotautomaticallybegivennoticeofacourtdate.In

fact,ifhefailstoputinanoticeofhisintentiontodefend,thecasecanbefinalisedwithoutany

furtherreferencetohim.Thiscancosthimplenty.That’swhyit’simportanttogetagood

divorcespecialistattorney.Yes,itwillcostyousomemoney.But,inallhonesty,itcostsmuch

moreifyoudonotinvestigatebeforetakinganinformeddecision.

Nolwazi:Adivorcesummons?

Anthonynodded.

Anthony:Adivorceactionisintroducedbytheissuingofasummons.Youcandivorceineither

theRegionalCourtoftheMagistrateCourthavingauthorityinyourareaorintheHighCourt.To

startthedivorceprocessyouneedtoserveaSummons.Adivorcesummonsisuniqueinthatit

mustbeservedpersonallytothedefendantbythesheriffofthecourt.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Anthony:Thesummonsinformsyourhusbandthatifhedisputesyourclaimandwishesto

defendtheaction,hemustserveanoticeofappearancetodefendtheclaimwithin10daysif

bothofyouareinthesameprovinceor20daysifyouliveindifferentprovinces.

Nolwazi’sanxietyshotup.Allofthisinformationwasconfusingandoverwhelming.

Anthony:Therearetypicallytwotypesofdivorces,thecontestedoropposeddivorceandthe

uncontestedorunopposed.Theunopposedtypeofdivorceisthebestandmostcosteffective



forallpartiesconcerned.Likethenamesuggests,bothyouandyourhusbandarenotopposing

thedivorce,youarebothcontestingit.Itcanbefinalisedinaslittleas4weeksbutifadivorceis

contestedoropposedthenitmaytakebetween2-3years,butmostcontesteddivorcesdo

settlelongbeforetheygoontrial.

Nolwazi:3years??

Anthonynoddedlightly.

Anthony:Civilmarriages,civilunionsandthosereligiousmarriagesconductedbyregistered

marriageofficerscanonlybedissolvedbyorderofthecourt.Thepersonwishingtoendthe

marriagemustissueasummonsagainsttheotherspouse,statingthattherelationshiphas

brokendown,thatthereisnoreasonablehopeofrestoringtherelationshipandwhich

matrimonialpropertyregimegovernsthemarriage.Thesummonsmustmakeprovisionforthe

divisionoftheestate,eitherstatingthatthepartieshaveenteredintoaprioragreementor

askingthecourttodividethejoint.Partiesmustalsosetoutwhatthearrangementsarewith

regardstoanychildrenbornoradoptedduringthemarriage.

Nolwazi:Wedon’thavechildrenandwealsosignedaprenuptial.

Anthony:Oh,youdid?

Nolwazinodded.

Anthony:Thenthatmakesthingseasier.Sotherewon’tbeanydiscussionsrevolvingaround

divisionofproperty.

Nolwazi:What’smineismineandwhat’shisishis.

Anthony:Soitwasn’tCommunityofProperty?



Nolwazishookherhead.

Anthony:That’sgreatMrs-

Hestoppedhimself.

Nolwazi:YoucancallmeNolwazi.

Anthony:Wellit’sgoodthatyoudidn’tcombineyourproperty.Combiningassetshasprovento

bedangerous.Manycouplesdon’tthinkaboutdivorcewhentheygetmarried.Noonewantsto

thinkaboutitasapossibilityandasaresult,theydonotprotectthemselvesincaseitdoes

happen...Lifeisquiteunpredictable,unfortunately.

Nolwazisighedandrubbedherforeheadagain.

Nolwazi:Sowhat’sanuncontesteddivorce?

Anthony:Thebestoption,ifyoucanmakeithappen,istodoyourdivorceinanuncontestedor

unopposedmanner.Anuncontesteddivorceisoneinwhichyouandyourhusbandwork

togethertoagreeonthetermsofyourdivorce.Youwillbothconsultwiththesameattorney,

whowillbeunbiasedandimpartial.Thereisnoformaltrial,andonlytheplaintiff,meaningyou-

sinceyouaretheonewhoinitiatedthedivorce-appearsincourt.Inanuncontesteddivorce,

bothofyouagreepriortothedivorceonhowtodivideyourassetsand,iftherearechildren

involved,whichparentwillbecometheparentofprimaryresidenceandwhichwillbetheparent

ofalternateresidence.Asettlementagreementisthendraftedwiththehelpoftheattorney,

enteredinto(signed)bybothparties,andmadeanorderofthecourt.Anuncontesteddivorceis

withoutadoubttheleastexpensivetypeofdivorce.

Nolwazinoddedslowly.

Nolwazi:Andanopposeddivorce?



Anthonysighedheavily.

Anthony:Thisoneismorecomplicated.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Anthony:Acontestedoropposeddivorcehas7stages:1.Pleadings.2.Applicationforandset

downoftrialdate.3.Discoveryofdocuments.4.Furtherdiscoveryandparticulars.5.Pre-trial

conference.6.Trial.7.Judgment

Nolwazishookherhead.Shecouldn’ttakeinallthisinformationatonce.

Anthony:Iunderstand.

Nolwazi:WouldyoupleasesendmeanemailwithallthisinformationandwhateveryouthinkI

needtoknow?

Anthony:Ofcourse.

Nolwazisighedandreachedforherglassofwater.

Anthony:Butsinceyouhaveaprenup,thismightbeasmoothride.

Nolwazi:Sowhathappensifmyhusbanddoesnotcooperate?

Anthony:Well...YoucouldhavewhatwecallaDefaultDivorce.



Nolwazilookedathimintently.

Anthony:Adefaultdivorceisaformofuncontestedandunopposeddivorce.Acourtwillgranta

divorcebydefaultifyouserveadivorcesummonsonyourhusbandandhedoesnotrespond.In

adefaultdivorce,youastheplaintiffprepareasummonssettingoutyourclaimswithorwithout

thehelpofanattorney.Acourtissuesthesummonsandasheriffservesthesummonsonyour

husband.Thesummonsspecifiesthenumberofdaysinwhichhehastofileanoticeof

intentiontodefend.

Nolwazi:Inotherwordshehas10daysifhelivesinthesameprovinceasmeor20daysifhe

doesn’t?

Anthonynodded.

Anthony:Ifyourhusbanddoesnotanswerbywayofanoticeofdefencewithinthetime,you

mayapproachthecourttoregisterthedivorceonthecourtrollandconcludethedivorceon

yourhusband’sdefault.Insuchacase,onlyyouappearincourt.Somecourtsdorequestthata

noticeofsetdown(adocumentstatingwhereandwhenthedivorcewillbeheard)beservedto

yourhusbandpersonallyorbyregisteredpost.Itmaybeagoodideatocontactyourhusbandto

findoutwhyhehasnotdefended.Althoughyoucantechnicallyseekadefaultdivorcewhenthe

timelimitinthesummonspasseswithouthisresponse.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandnodded.

Nolwazi:ThanksAnthony.

Anthonynodded.

Anthony:I’llsendyoueverysingledetailnow.



Nolwazi:I’dappreciatethat.

Shefinishedupherglassofwaterandthenstoodup.Anthonystoodupaswellandtheyshook

hands.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Anthony:Enjoytherestofyourday.

Nolwazi:I’llbeincontact.

Anthony:Alright.

Nolwazigotherbagandmadeherwayoutoftheofficeandfirm.Assoonasshegotinhercar,

sheslummedonthesteeringwheelandburstoutintears.AhugepartofherknewthatKwanele

wasnotgoingtomakeanyofthiseasy.Shewonderedifshehadthewillpowertocarryonand

drainherselfevenmore...
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Nolwazimadeherwaybacktoworkandwentstraighttoheroffice.BeforePhiwecouldsay

anything,sheshutthedoorandwenttohercouchandlaydown.Shefeltlikeshewasaboutto

haveapanicattack.Alltheinformationshereceivedleftheroverwhelmedandgenuinely

terrified.Shewasquestioningifshecouldgoonwiththedivorce.

Shelaythereandtriedtoimaginehowlifewouldbeafterthedivorce.ShedefinitelysawDeanin

thepicture.Hisconstantsupportwaswhatsheappreciatedthemost.Yes,herfamilywas

alwaysbyhersidebutDeanprovidedanotherlayerofsupport...Alltheseintimatemoments

theysharedactuallyallowedhertodistanceherselfmoreandmorefromKwanele.



Justthen,therewasaknockonthedoorbutsheignoredit.

Afterawhile,sheheardthedooropenandsheknewitwasDeanbecauseonlyhewoulddo

such.Sheheardthedoorcloseandsecondslaterhewaskneelingnexttoher.

Dean:Phiwetoldmeyou’renotfine.

Shelaughedquietlyandopenedhereyes,staringathim.

Nolwazi:I’mfucked.

Dean:Yini?

Nolwazi:Justhadameetingthedivorceattorney.

Henoddedandshesighedheavily.

Nolwazi:It’stoomuchDean.

Hegotupandsatonthecouchwhilesheplacedherlegsonhislap.

Dean:LikeIsaidbefore,getalltheinformationyouneedsoyoucanmakeaninformeddecision.

Shenoddedandcoveredhereyesasshefeltthetearswellupagain.Hepulledhertowardshim

andwrappedhisarmsaroundher.Shesobbedsilentlyandheheldher.

Nolwazi:I’mafailure.



Hedidn’tsayanything.

Nolwazi:OtherwomenfightfortheirmarriagesandhereIam,rootingfortheeasywayout.

Dean:Comeon.

Nolwazi:Iwillneverforgivemyselfforthis.

ShesobbedagainandDeankeptquiet.Heknewhehadtobeverycarefulwithhiswords.One

thinghetoldhimselfhewouldn’tdowouldbetotellNolwaziwhattodo.Shewastheonewho

hadtomakeherdecisions.

JustasNolwaziwaswipinghertears,thedoorflungopenandbothDeanandNolwazifroze.

Phiwestoodthereforalongsecond,staringathertwobossesastheyheldontoeachother.

Phiwe:Uhm-

Shequicklyshutthedooragain.

Nolwazi:Idon’tevencareatthispoint.

Deansighed.

Nolwazi:Don’tyouhaveameetingthisafternoon?



Deannodded.

Nolwazi:Letmenotkeepyou.

Dean:Mxm.

Shehuffedashepulledherevenclosersoherfacecouldtouchhis.

Dean:Youneedtogohome.

Nolwazi:Hai,ngoba?

Dean:Yourfaceisnotpleasanttolookatrightnow.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Hechuckledandshehuffedagain.

Dean:I’mserious.

Nolwazi:Mxmangiyindawo.

Dean:I’myourbossNolwaziandIdemandthatyouleavethepremisesthisinstant.

Nolwazi:Cute.



Dean:Youdon’tknowyourplace.

Shehissedasheplacedhislipsonhers.Shemoanedquietlyandhestoppedthekiss.

Dean:Ihaveameeting.

Shegroanedandgotawayfromhim.Hestoodupandfixedhimself.

Dean:Seeyouaround.

Nolwazi:NowIhavetodealwithPhiwe.

Dean:Youbetter,otherwiseshe’llhavemetodealwithandthatwon’tendwell.Whatkindof

assistancebudgesinherboss’soffice?Um’jwayezilenawe.

Nolwazi:ByeDean.

Dean:Bye.

Hewalkedoutoftheoffice,leavingthedooropen.Nolwazifixedherselfandthenwentoverto

herdoorandlookedoveratPhiwewhowasonherdesk,acrosstheoffice.Shelookedupat

Nolwaziandthentriedavoidinghereyes.Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Woza.

PhiwestoodupandwalkedovertoNolwazi’soffice.SheclosedthedoorandlookedatNolwazi

nervously.



Nolwazisighedandsatonherdesk.

Phiwefiddledwithherfingers.

Nolwazi:Talktome.

Phiwe:Bosslady?

Nolwazi:Phiwetalktome.

Phiwelookedatherpleadingly.

Phiwe:Uhm...

Nolwazi:I’mgettingadivorce.

PhiweexclaimedandlookedatNolwaziinshock.

Nolwazi:Thisstaysbetweenyouandme,Phiwe.

Phiwenoddedquickly,tryingtoassureherboss.

Nolwazi:It’salongandcomplicatedsituation...

Phiwe:I’msorrybosslady.



Nolwazinodded.

Phiwewalkedovertoher.

Phiwe:I’mreallysorry.

Nolwazi:I’llbefine.

Theysharedahug.

Phiwe:NowitmakessensewhyDr.Hlongwanewascomfortingyou.

NolwazinoddedtightlyandPhiwesmiled.

Phiwe:Suchasupportiveguy.

Nolwazi:Mmm.

Phiwesighedheavily.

Phiwe:Ihopeeverythingworksoutforyoubosslady.

Nolwazi:ThankyouPhiwe.

Phiwenoddedsadly.



Phiwe:Thankyoufortrustingme...

Nolwazismiledlightlyandnodded.

Phiwe:Letmegetbacktowork.

Nolwazi:Alright.

Phiwesmiledwarmlybeforewalkingoutoftheofficeandclosingthedoor.

***

TholihadstoppedreachingouttoKwanelebecauseitprovedtobeuseless.Hehadstopped

answeringanycalls.InTholi’smind,heneededsomespacetodealwithwhateverhewas

dealingwith.Maybeeverythingwouldbebetteroncehecameback...

Justasshewaspreparingherselfdinner,herphonerangandshecouldn’thelpbutrushtoit,

thinkingitwasherhusband.

Whenshelookedatthecallerid,itwasanunrecognisednumber.Sheansweredithesitantly.

Tholi:Hello?

Person:HelloTholi.

ShecringedwhensherealisedthatitwasMdu’svoice.



Mdu:Tholi?

Sheclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Yes,whoamI-

Shecoughedonce.

Tholi:WhoamIspeakingto?

Mduchuckledandshegrunted.

Mdu:Ahhere’sthatinfamousgruntofyours.Youknowexactlywhothisis.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Whereareyou?

Tholi:Excuseme?

Mdu:UkuphiTholakele?

Tholi:Myhouse.

Mduchuckledquietly.



Mdu:Listen,I’llbetherein30minutes.

Tholi:What??

Mdu:Seeyousoonest.

HedroppedthecallandTholistoodthere,notknowingwhattodo.Differentthoughtscrossed

hermindandshequicklyrantothedoorandlockedit.Shethenrushedtothebedroomandshut

thedoorandbeganpacingaround.Shewassuddenlysweatinglightly.

Shetouchedherchest.

Tholi:Whattheheck??

Sherushedtothebathroomandrinsedherfaceandlotionedit.Shethenwalkedoutandwent

tothekitchentomakesureherpotswerefine.Sheswitchedoffthestoveandpouredherselfa

glassofwaterwhichshedrankinacoupleofseconds.

Justasshewasputtingtheglassback,herphonerangfromtheloungeandshejumpedin

shock.Shewalkedtotheloungeandtookit,itwasMdu’sunrecognisednumberagain.Sheletit

ringanddidn’tanswerit,hopinghewouldleaveher.Onceitstoppedshesighedinreliefand

walkedbacktothekitchen.Justthenitvibratedandshesawthatitwasatextmessage,she

openedit.

Mdu:Tholi,donottestme.Iwillbreakinandthealarmwillgooff.

Shequicklyputthephonedownandexclaimed.Shesuddenlyfelthot.Beforeshecouldgather

herthoughts,itbeepedagainandshetookitandopenedthemessage.

Mdu:I’mgivingyou5minutestocomeout.



Shereplied.

Tholi:Iwilldonosuch.Pleasestopbotheringme.

Mdureplied.

Mdu:Aveuthandaukuzenzau-special.Nooneisbotheringyoubuttrustthatyouwillbe

botheredbyyouralarmwhenIbreakin.

Shehuffedandsighedheavily.

Anothertextgotin.

Mdu:3minutes.

Shegruntedasshewalkedtothedoorandopenedit.Shewalkedoutofthehouseandmade

herwaytothegate.Shewentthroughthesmalloneandsawacarparkedcloseby.Shewalked

toitandwenttostandbythedriver’sdoor.

ThewindowsliddownandMdugrinned.

Sheflaredhernostrils,feelingslightlyangry.

Mdu:Unedramashamemntanabantu.

Shegrunted.



Mdu:Thatgruntofyours...

Tholi:Whatdoyouwant?

Mdu:Getinthecar.

Tholi:Iwilldonosuch!

Mdu:Youtestingme?

Shecrossedherarmsandstaredathim.

Mdusighed.

Mdu:Alrightthen,youleavemenochoice.

Heopenedthedoorandshebackedaway.Whenhegotout,shebackedevenfurtherbuthe

caughtupwithher.

Mdu:Let’sgolockupyourhouse.

Tholi:No!

Mdu:Mxm.



Tholi:Iwillscream!

Mdu:Youthinkthesewhitepeoplecareabouttheirlittlerichblackneighbours?

Shelookedathimindisbelief.

Mdu:Woza.

Hegrabbedherarmandpulledhertowardsthegate.
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Tholisatstill,tryingnotcry.

Mduglancedatherandlaughedquietly.

Mdu:Ya,yourriverflowseternallyshame.

Shelookedathimsharplyandhechuckled.

Mdu:Awushoke,ukhalelanibecausenooneishurtingyou?

Tholi:Takemebacktomyhouse!

Mdu:Mxmkanti.



HefocusedontheroadandTholiwipedhereyes.

Tholi:Whereareyoutakingme?

Mdudidn’tanswerhersoshekeptquietandalsofocusedontheroad.

Tholi:DoesZaniknowyou’rehere.

Mduchuckledandignoredher.

Aftermuchdriving,theygottoanotherquietareaandhedroveintosomehouse.Oncehe

parked,hegotoutandTholiwatchedashewalkedtoherside.Heopenedthedoorandlooked

ather.

Mdu:Woza.

Sheheldontoherseatbelt.

Tholi:Whosehouseisthis?

Mdu:Mine.

Tholi:Whatarewedoinghere?

Mdu:Nothing.Tholiphuma.

Tholi:NoI’mnotgoinganywhere.Takemebacktomyhouse.



Mdu:You’dswearyou’rehavingfunnyinthathouseofyoursthewayyoukeepdemandingthatI

takeyouback.

Shekeptquietandflaredhernostrils.

Mdu:Youdon’twantmetodragyouout,doyou?

Tholi:Mdupleasetakemehome.

Shelookedathimpleadingly.

Mdu:KahlekahlewhatdoyouthinkI’mgoingtodotoyou?

Tholihuffed.

Mdu:WhywouldIhurtmyex-brother-in-law’swife?

HesmiledandTholicringed.

Mdu:Seriouslythough,pleasecomeout.

Shestaredathimforawhileandthensighed.Shereluctantlyunfastenedtheseatbeltandthen

Mdumovedsoshecouldgetoutofthecar.

Mdu:Thankyou.



Helockedthecarandbeganwalkingtowardsthedoorandshefollowedhim.Heunlockedthe

doorandthenmovedasidesoshecouldwalkin.Shejustlookedathimandhesighed.

Mdu:Tholingenaman.

Tholi:No,wenangenakqala.

Helaughedquietlyandthengotinandshefollowedhim.Shelookedaroundandfrowned.

Tholi:Where’syourfurniture?

Mdu:Idon’tliveinDurban.

Shelookedathiminconfusion.

Mdu:IliveinJohannesburg.Onlycamedownheretoattendyourlovelyceremony.

Shekeptquietandhestifledalaugh.

Mdu:Boughtthishouseayearago.

Tholi:Butyoudon’tlivehere.

Mdunoddedandshedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:However,duetorecentdevelopments,I’mconsideringcomingthisside...



Tholi:Pleasetakemehome.

Mdu:Anyway,Icametofetchsomethinghere.Ngiyabuya.

HewalkedawayandTholistoodtherefeelinguncomfortable.Shewantedtogetoutofthere

andlockherselfinthecomfortofherhome,despiteherhusbandnotbeingthere.Afterawhile,

MduwalkedbackandwenttothedoorandTholifollowedhim.Theywalkedoutofthehouse

andmadetheirwaytothecarandgotin.Tholigruntedbecauseshedidn’tunderstandwhatwas

goingon.Mdustartedthecaranddroveoutoftheyard.

Mdu:Areyouhungry?

Sheshookherhead.

Mdu:Iaskedyouaquestion.

Tholi:No.

Hefocusedontheroadandtheydroveinsilencetilltheyreachedherhouse.Heparkedoutside

andTholitriedopeningthedoorbutitwaslocked.

Mdu:UbuyaniniuKwanele?

Tholi:Howdoyouknowthathe’snothere?

Mdu:Ijustknow.



Tholi:Angazi.

Mdu:Didhetellyouwherehewasgoing?

Shewasabouttoshakeherheadwhenhegaveherawarninglook.

Tholi:No.

Mdu:Alrightthen,goodnight.

HeunlockedthedoorsandTholiglancedathimbeforegettingoutofthecar.Sherushedtoher

gateandwentstraighttothehouse.Onceinside,shewenttothebathroomtorinseherface.

Shedidn’twanttodelveintoherthoughts.Hertummygrowledandshewentdownstairs,

realisingjusthowhungryshewas.Sheswitchedonthestovesothewarmpotscouldheatup

onceagain.Asshewasabouttotakeoutaplateandcutlery,thegatebuzzerwentoff.Shewent

tothespeakerandswitchediton.

Tholi:Hello.

Mdu:Comegetyourphone.

Tholi:Ileftitthere?

Mdu:Ya.

Tholi:Okay.

Shemadeherwayoutofthehouseandtothegate.ShethenwalkedtothecarjustasMdugot



outandstoodbyhisdoor.Shewalkedtohim.

Mdu:Thereyougo.

Tholi:Thanks.

Heputouthishandandshereachedforit.Justasshewasabouttotakethephone,he

tightenedhisgriponit.

Tholi:I’vehonestlyhadenoughofyou!Whatdoyouwantfromme??

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:Haibohowareyougoingtoturnontheverysamepersonwhotoldyoutostandupfor

yourself?

Tholicrossedherarms.

Mdu:WhenIsaidthatshitIdidn’tmeanpractiseonme.ThatZanelefriendofyoursshouldbe

yourpunchingbag.

Tholi:Ungenaphilaphowena?

Mdu:Hehe.

Tholi:Givememyphone.



Mdu:Whowouldhavethoughtukuthithecryinggirlcouldbeabitfeisty?

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Bamba.

Heputthephoneoutagainandasshereachedouttogetit,hepulledherandwrappedhisarms

aroundherwaist.Shetriedwigglingbutheheldhertight.

Mdu:Uyangifunawena.

Shelookedathiminshock.

Mdu:Uyaphika?

Herbodytensedupandhestaredather.

Mdu:You’retooyoungforthisshit.

Tholitriedmovingagain,withnosuccess.

Mdu:Youhavenofriends...Yourfamilyisfullofshit...Yourhusbandisadick.

Tholilookedathimwithoutsayinganything.

Mdu:Re-evaluateyourlife.



Tholi:Foryourowninformation,Idohavefamily.

Mdu:Mxmyoumeanthatpatheticauntofyours?

Shetightenedherjawandkeptquiet.

Mdu:I’mgenuinelyconcernedaboutyou.I’mnotevenjoking.

Astheystoodthere,TholirememberedthatsheleftthestoveonandshetriedmovingbutMdu

continuedtotightenhisholdonher.

Tholi:Ileftthestoveon!

Mdu:Letthehouseburn.

Tholi:Forfuck’ssake,letmego!

Mdu:Kantiuyayaziintlambanawe?

Tholibrokefreefromhisholdandquicklyrushedbackinside.Asshegotinthekitchen,the

smokewasslowlymakingitswayup.Sheswitchedoffthestoveandopenedthedoorand

windowssothesmokedetectorwouldn’tgooff.Shecussedassheopenedthepotsandthe

smellofherburntfoodfilledthekitchen.

Mdu:Sorryaboutthat.

Tholiglancedathimashestoodbythedoor.Shetookthepotstothesinkandhewalkedtothe



counterandleanedonit.Sheignoredhimandbeganclearingoutthepotsandcleanedthem.

Mdu:Great,nowlet’sgoeat.

Tholiturnedtolookathim.

Tholi:Idon’twanttogoanywherewithyou.Leavemealone,please!

Mdu:No.

ShehuffedandMduchuckled.Hewasn’tleavinganytimesoon...
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JustasNolwazifinishedupcooking,thebuzzerwentoffandsheopenedthegate.Shortlyafter,

sheheardthebellandthenwenttoopenthedoor.

Sly:Noman,uyadinaThuli.

Thuli:Youcouldhaveeasilyaskedmeinsteadofbarking.

Sly:Mxmhaisukayou’llgetoverit.

NomigotinbetweenSlyandThuliandhuggedNolwazi,whowasstandingbythedoorchuckling.

Nomi:Heysis.



Nolwazi:Heylove.

NomiwalkedinsideandthenNolwazilookedatThuliandSly.

Nolwazi:Whatnow?

Thuli:Sheiss-

Sly:Yeahyeahwhatever!

SlythenfocusedonNolwaziandsmiledbrightly.

Sly:Heybabe.

Theysharedahug.

Sly:Missedyou!

Nolwazi:Likewise.

Sly:I’llgodishupforus.

Nolwazi:Ukudlaku-ready.

SlywalkedinthehouseandthenNolwazilookedatThuli,asshestoodthere.



Nolwazi:Longtime...

Thuli:Wonderwhy.

Nolwazi:I’vemissedyou.

Thuli:Ohreally?

Nolwazi:DropthesarcasmThulisile.

ThulishruggedhershouldersandNolwaziopenedupherarms.

Nolwazi:Stopbeinganal.

Thulisteppedclosertoherandtheysharedahug.

Thuli:Yousurehaveafunnywayofmissingme.

Nolwazi:It’sbeenahectictimeThuli.

Thuli:AndI’moutoftheloopbecause?

Nolwazilookedatherintently.

Thuli:CanIatleastcomein?



NolwazichuckledandmovedsoThulicouldwalkin.Sheclosedthedoorandtheymadetheir

waytothekitchenwheretheyfoundSlydishingupandNomipouringherselfaglassofwine.

Thuli:Poursomeformetooplease.

Sly:Metoo.

Nolwazi:Whatashame!

Sly:Haisukawena,sine-stressthina.

Nolwazi:What’swrongnow?

Sly:Eishfriend.

Nolwazi:IsChocolateDropgivingyouproblems?

ThuliandNomilaughed.

Thuli:Slyisbeingdramaticasusual.

Sly:ShutthefuckupThuli!

Nolwazi:Whathappened?



Sly:Hekeepsdisappearingandtaking“work”callswhilewe’retogether.

Nomi:WellnooffensebutwhatdidyouexpectfromamannamedRichie?

Theyallburstoutinlaughter.

Sly:Laughatmypain,friends!

Nolwazi:AhshamemanI’msureyou’reoveranalysingthesituation.

Sly:No!GuysyouknowIdon’toveranalysethings.Thulidoesthatshit,notme!

Thuli:Veryfunny.

Sly:Thatmanischeatingonmeandheavenhelpthebitchhe’smakingcum.

Nolwazi:HaiSlindile.

Sly:YaziLwazi,Ireallylikethisguy.Yes,it’sbeenalmost2monthsbutIlikehim!

Nolwazi:Manjeyou’regoingtoinvestigate?

Sly:No,I’llkeepquietfornow.Idon’twanttoseeminsecure,likeThuli.

Thulithrewadishwipingclothatherandtheylaughed.



Nomi:WenaLwaziunjani?

Nolwazi:I’mtakingitonedayatatime.

Sly:HowisKwaneletakingitThuli?

Thuli:HowamIsupposedtoknow?

Nomi:Youknow,youcanreallybedumbattimesThuli.

Thuli:Noyouidiots,Ihaven’tseenKwanelesinceheleftforDundee.

Sly:Manjeakeziemsebenzini?

Thuli:HehadhisleavebuthewassupposedtobebackaftertheDundeeweekend.

Nomi:Andhe’snot?

ThulishookherheadandglancedatNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Youhaven’tspokentohim?

Thuli:Nope.

Nomi:That’sveryodd.



Thuli:I’vebeentryingtocontacthim...Hehasabigcasewaitingforhimatworkandtheboss

saidhe’dgiveitsomeoneelseifhedoesn’tshowup.

Sly:Heehkazeiphileyonja!

ThulilookedatSlysharply.

Sly:MxmIdon’tgivearat’spenisabouthim.Hemustbringhisassbackheresothisdivorce

cancommence.

Nomi:Lwazihaveyoutriedcontactinghim?

Nolwazi:WhywouldI?

Sly:UyawubuzaumsuzoshameNomthandazo.

Nomi:Maybehe’llanswerifheseesit’syou.

Nolwazididn’tsayanything.

Sly:He’sbeingadickfornoreason.It’sobvioushe’stryingtodelaythisprocess.

Thuli:Butsurelyyoucancarryonwithouthim?

Nolwazishruggedhershoulders.

Nomi:Shewantstodothingstherightway.



Slyfinisheddishingupforeveryoneandtheyallwentoutsidetothepatioandsatdown.

Nomi:MaybeTholakeleknows...

Sly:Thatyellowbitch?

Nolwazicringed.

Sly:I’msureitdoes.

Nomi:It?

Sly:Yes,it.I’msureITknowswherethepunk-assis.

Thuli:Fuck,you’resodisrespectful.

Sly:Crymeariver.

Thuli:Mxm.

Sly:Anyway,thisdivorcecancommencewithouthim.ItwillbeaDefaultDivorce.

Thuli:Sonowyou’realawyer?

Sly:No,I’mjustveryknowledgeablehun.



Thulihissed.

Nomi:HowisitgoingLwazi?

NolwazisnappedoutofitandlookedatNomi.

Nolwazi:Hmm?

Nomi:Areyougoingtocarryonevenwithouthim?

Nolwazi:Ihaveto.

Thuli:Thisisgoingtobeadrainingprocess,areyouready?

Sly:NooneaskedyouthatloadofbullwhenyoudivorcedPat.

Nomi:Slindile!

Slytookasipofherwineandkeptquiet.ThulifocusedonNolwazi.

Thuli:Areyou?

Nolwazi:What?

Thuli:Ready.



Nolwazi:Beingreadywillnotmakeadifference.It’shappening.

Thulinoddedlightlyandfocusedonherplate.

Nomi:Istillcan’tbelievethis.

Sly:Whileyoutwoarebusymoppingaround,LwaziandIwillbegettingmen!

Nolwazichuckledlightly.

Nomi:That’snotsomethingtobeproudof.

Sly:Tillthisday,Iasktheheavenshowandwhyyou’remybestfriendNomi.

Nomi:Whatever.

Theycarriedonchatting.

AfterawhileNolwazi’sphonerangandshetookitandcheckedthecallerid.SheglancedatSly

andSlysmiled.

Nomi:Aren’tyougoingtoanswer?

Sly:Nomibambanayi-vodka.Ngathiuthandaukuphaphamanje.



Astheyweregoingbackandforth,Nolwazistoodupandwentinsidethehouse.Sheanswered.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Dean:Iwasabouttoendthecall.

Nolwazi:Sorry,Ihaveguests.

Dean:Myapologies,ngizokuthintalaterke.

Nolwazi:Bowuthini?

Dean:Hmm.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:KhulumaDean.

Dean:Nothing,enjoytherestofyourevening.

Nolwazi:Haiangiyithandikele.Uqaleniniukubanamatendencywamateenager?

Deanlaughed.

Dean:ByeNolwazi.



Nolwazi:Mxm,bye.

DeandroppedthecallandNolwazimadeherwaybacktothepatio.Shesatdown,tookherplate

andeveryonestaredather.

Nolwazi:Whatnow?

Shelookedattheminnocently.

Sly:Lutho.Thesetworeallydon’tdeservetobeourfriends.

NolwazilaughedandThulinarrowedhereyes.

Thuli:Soyou’resleepingwithDean,Lwazi?

NolwazilookedatThuliindisbelief.

Nolwazi:Ho-

Sly:It’sthisfool,Nomi.Allthiswineandvodkaismessingwithherhead.

NolwazilookedatNomiwhowasquartertopassingout.ShesighedandthenlookedatThuli.

Nolwazi:Isthereaproblem?

Thuli:Uhmlet’ssee...



Nolwazisighed.Sheknewjudgementwascoming.

Thuli:You’remarried!

Sly:Haibowena,don’tyouknowwhatdivorceis?

Thuli:Nolwazi!

Nolwazifrowned.

Thuli:Ican’tbelievethis.Isthiswhyyou’resoadamantaboutseparating??UfunauDean??

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Iwon’tdignifythatwitharesponse.

Sly:Andyoudon’thaveto...

ThulilookedatSlyinshock.

Sly:Andwenagoandfindthatassholeofamanyoucallafriend.Weneedhimtocomesign

thesepapers,angasibhoriplease.

Thulikeptquietandsatback.



Nolwazi’sphonebeepedandshetookit.Shereadthemessage.

Dean:Wasaskingifyoucouldspendthenighthere.

Nolwazitriednottoshowanyexpressionbecausesheknewalleyeswereonher.

Shereplied.

Nolwazi:I’mtheonewhoalwaysaskstobefetched...Thisisinteresting...

Deanreplied.

Dean:WhydoyouthinkIwasnervousaboutasking?

NolwazitightenedherlipsbecauseshereallywantedtosmilebutthewayThuli’sjudgement

wassetuprightnow...

Shereplied.

Nolwazi:NowIfeellikeI’mtheonewho’sbeendoingthechasing.

Mdu:YouhavebutIdon’tblameyou.It’saDeanthing.

Nolwazilaughedquietly.

Shereplied



Nolwazi:I’llletgoofthatcommentjustthisonce.TheonlyreasonI’magreeingtocomeis

becauseI’mcaughtupinaverytightsituationrightnow.I’llletyouknowoncemyfriendsleave.

Dean:Alright.

Nolwaziputherphonedownandsighed.

SlywassmilingandThuliwasstaringatherintently.

Nolwazi:Dessertanyone?

Sly:Yebosthandwa!

NolwazistoodupandbeganwalkinginthehousewhileSlywentontotellThulijusthow

annoyingshecouldbe.
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Sly:Thankyouforhavingusmngani.

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Itwasgoodseeingyouguys.

NolwazilookedatThuli,whowasobviouslystillaffectedbytheDeanthing.



Sly:Itrustthatyouwon’tfindyourfriendandtellhimNolwazi’sbusiness.

Thuli:I’mnotanidiot.

NolwazisighedandThulilookedather.

Thuli:Yoursecretissafe.

Nolwazi:Justdon’tforgetthatyou’renotmymother,okay?

Thuli:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Anyway,itwasgoodseeingyou.

Thulimumbled“likewise”andtheysharedabriefhug.

Sly:I’llcontactyoutomorrowke.Ineedtodiscussworkstuffwithyou.

Nolwazi:Sure.

Theybothwalkedtotheircarsandjustthen,NolwaziheardDean’scaroutside.

Sly:Let’sgetgoing.

ShewinkedatNolwaziandtheygotintheircars.



AsNolwaziopenedthegate,Dean’scarwasthere,blockingthewayforSlyandThuli.Nolwazi

watchedashedroveoffthedrivewayandthenSlyhooted.Shechuckledandafteracoupleof

minutes,bothSlyandThuli’scarsdisappeared.DeanthendroveinandNolwaziwalkedoverto

thecar.Hegotoutandshegottohim,resistingtheurgetohughim.

Nolwazi:I’llbequick.

Dean:Sure.

HegotbackinthecarandshewalkedinthehouseandwenttotheNomi’susual“passout”

roomandfoundhersleepingpeacefully.Shethenwenttoherbedroomandgotherbag.Asshe

wasmakingherwaydownstairs,shedialledMdu’snumber.Itrangforalongtimebuthe

eventuallyanswered.

Mdu:What’sup?

Nolwazi:Listen,Nomiisintheguestroomdownstairs.

Mdu:Thatalcoholicfriendofyours?

Nolwazi:Watchit.

Mduchuckled.

Nolwazi:Justcheckonherwhenyougetback,please.

Mdu:Sure.Uyaphi?



Nolwazi:Bye.

Shedroppedthecallandmadeherwayoutofthehouseandlockedup.Shethenwenttothe

carandgotin.

Nolwazi:Goodtogo.

Deanstartedthecaranddroveout.

***

MduputdownhisphoneandlookedatTholi.

Mdu:See,you’restillalive.

Tholilookedathimanddidn’tsayanything.Shelookedaroundtherestaurantandwasgladthat

itwasempty.Thewaitresscameandthenaskedthemfortheirorders.Tholihadn’tevenlooked

atthemenu.

Mdu:Tholi?

Tholilookedathim.

Mdu:Haveyoudecidedwhatyouwant?

Shemumbleda“no”andthenMduwentontoplacehisorder.AsTholiopenedthemenu,she

realisedthatshehadnocluewhatwasgoingon.Allthesecomplicatednamesfilledthemenu

andshedidn’tevenknowwhatwaswhat.Shetriedseeingiftherewerepicturesatleast,that



showedwhatthemealslookedlike,buttherewasnone.Shefeltherheartrateincreaseabit

becauseshecouldfeelMduandthewaitress’seyesonher.Shepagedthroughthemenu,

hopingtosee“burger”,“steak”orsomething!

Assheapproachedtheendofthemenu,shewantedtocry.Shecouldn’tevenpronounceall

thesewordsandphrases.

Mdu:Tholi.

Shebitherbottomlipandglancedathimnervouslyandhelookedathercoolly.

Mdu:Wantmetoorderforyou?

ShenoddedlightlyandthenMduwentontoplaceanorderforher.

Waitress:Andwouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?

ThewaitressstaredatTholiandTholiblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Tholi:Uhmaglassofwaterwithnoice,please.

Thewaitressnoddedandthenlookedatherexpectantly.

Waitress:CanIhavethemenu,ma’am.

Tholi:Oh.



Shehandedthewaitressthemenuandthewaitresswalkedoff.Shelookedaroundthe

restaurant,avoidingMdu’seyes.Shewasbeyondembarrassedatthispoint.Expensive

restaurantswerealwaysavoidedlikeaplaguebyher.WheneverKwaneletriedtakingherout,

sheluredhimbackinwithherexcellentcooking.Nowsheregrettedallthepossibletrainingshe

missedouton.

Mdu:Sodidyougotoschool?

Shesnappedoutofitandglancedathiminconfusion.

Mdu:Didyougotoschool?

Tholi:Hadtodropout.

Mdufrowned.

Tholi:WasatDUTforoneyear.

Mdu:Andthen?

Tholi:Iwasfinanciallyexcluded.

Mdunoddedslowly.

Mdu:Areyouplanningongoingback?

Tholinodded.



Mdu:When?

Tholi:AfterI’vesettled.

Mdu:Settledasawife?

Tholishifteduncomfortablyandnodded.

Mdu:Whatdoessettlingaswifeentail?

Tholilookedathiminconfusion.

Mdu:Usukewenzaniwhenyousettleasawife?

Tholi:It’sself-explanatory.

Mdu:Notatall.

Tholikeptquietandlookedaroundtherestaurant.Mdusatbackinhisseatandstaredather.

Afterawhilethewaitresswalkedbackwiththeirdrinksandthenwalkedawayagain.Tholi

focusedonherglassofwater.

Mdu:Youhaven’tansweredmyquestion.

Tholilookedathimanddidn’tsayanything.



Mdu:Sodoesitentailcleaning,takingcareofKwaneleandallthatjazz?

Tholi:Youmakeitsoundbad.

Mdu:I’msorry.

Shehuffedandtookasipofherwater.

Mdu:Soyoumentionedthatyouhaveafamily.

Sheglancedathim.

Mdu:Doyouhaveanysiblings?

Hewatchedassheavoidedhiseyes.

Mdu:Thatauntofyoursissomething...

Shedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:RemindsmeofThenjiwe.

Tholitookanothersipofherwater.

Mdu:YoulikeThenjiwe?



Tholi:She’sokay.

Mdu:Youmightbetheonlyonewhothinksso.

Shefinallylookedathim.

Mdu:Thatwomanisevilasfuck.

Herfacerelaxedabit.

Mdu:AndI’msureyou’vealsofelttheworldshakewhenshe’saround.

Shestifledasmile.

Mdu:HowdoesButhelezientersuchabeast?

Tholi:Euw!

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Hawuwhathappenedtoherbeingokay?

Shefrownedandfocusedonherdrinkagain.ThewaitressfinallycamewiththeirfoodandTholi

lookedatherplate...Shesawsomepastainherthere...



ThewaitressleftandTholiwasstillstaringatherplate.

SheheardMduchuckleandshelookedathimsharply.

Tholi:Thisispasta.

Mdu:Yes,itis.Thisrestaurantspecialisesinpasta.

Tholi:What’sthismealcalled?

Mdu:Arrabiata

Tholisighed.

Mdu:Iknow,theylikecomplicatingthings.

Tholilookedattheplateandsighedagain.Atleastitwasn’tsomethingshewasunfamiliarwith.

Thiswasliterallypastawithsomeparmesansauce.Heck,sheevencooksthismealathome.

ShebeganeatingandglancedatMdu,whowasstaringather.

Mdu:Howisit?

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:Okay?Uyabhedawena.



Tholi:Icook.

Mdu:Ohsoyouthinkyourshitisbetterthanthis?

Tholinoddedassheswallowed.

Mdu:We’llsee...

Theycontinuedtoeat...
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Tholi:I’llbeback.

Mdunoddedandshestoodupandmadeherwaytothebathroom.Whenshegotthereshe

washedherhandsandcheckedifherfacehadn’tturnedpurple.Shesighedheavilybefore

walkingoutandmakingherwaybacktothetable.ShesatdownandlookedatMdu,whowas

staringather.

Mdu:Wantsomedessert?

Sheshookherhead.

Mdu:Areyouunabletospeak?

Tholi:Iwouldliketoleavenow.



Mdu:Youwould?

Shenodded.

Mdu:I’dlikesomedessert.

Tholi:Iwanttogohome!Whyareyoudoingthis??

Mdu:Don’tyoudarecry.

Tholilookedathimasshefeltherselfgetangry.Shereallywantedtogohome.Itwasnowafter

8pmandnoneofthiswasokay.Whatifherhusbandwaswaitingforher?Whatwouldsheeven

saytohim?

Mducalledthewaitressagainandthenordereddessertforhimself.Hethentookouthisphone

andbeganbrowsingthroughitcasually.Tholistoodup.

Mdu:Uyaphi?

Tholigrabbedherphoneandmadeherwayoutoftherestaurant.Shebegangoingthroughher

phone,tryingtoseeifshecouldcallanyonetocomepickherup.Suddenlyshewasfilledwith

greatsadnesswhensherealisedjusthowisolatedshewas...Sheobviouslycouldn’tcallZani

becauseshewasactingweird.Thatsadrealisationofherlonesomelifehitherandshestood

therefeelingquitehelpless.ShedialledKwanele’snumber,hopingthathewouldatleastanswer

hercall,butinsteaditsaidthenumberdidn’texist.

ShewasstartledtoseeMduwalkpasther.Hewaswalkingtohiscarandshequicklyrushed

behindhim.Oncehegottothecarheturnedtolookather.



Mdu:Ufunani?

Tholihuffed.

Mdu:Uphefumulaphezuluyetyouaretheonewithnocarhere.

Shekeptquietandheunlockedthecarandgotin.Shequicklyrushedtotheothersidewhile

Mdustartedthecarandasshetouchedthedoor,thecarmovedforwardandstoppedacouple

ofstepsahead.

Tholigruntedandwalkedtothecarandwhenshetouchedthedooragain,Mdudroveforward

again.

Tholi:Really!

ShewalkedtothecaragainandMdudroveforwardandshejuststoodthere.Afteralongtime

shefinallywalkedtothecarandsheopenedthedoorandMduchuckled.Shelookedoverat

himasshestoodoutsideandthenshutthedoor.Shewenttothebackseatdoorandopenedit.

Mdu:UngalingeungiphaphelekeTholakele.Thisisnotacabservice.

Tholi:I’llbefinehere.

Mdu:I’llleaveyouhere.

Sheclosedthedoorandwenttothefrontandthengotin.Mduthendroveoff.

Aftermuchsilence,theyfinallygottothehouseandMduparkednexttothegate.Sheopened



thedoorandmumbleda“bye”andMdusaidbyeaswell.Assoonassheclosedthedoor,he

droveoffandpartofherfeltslightlyoffended.

Shemadeherwayinsidetheyardandassoonasshegotinthehouse,thesadrealisationshe

hadearlier,hitheronceagain.Sheswitchedoffallthelightsandmadeherwaytothebedroom.

Toolazytobath,shechangedintoherpyjamasandgotinbedfeelingquitedown...

***

MdudialledLarry’snumberandheansweredafterawhile.

Larry:Duzi.

Mdu:Whereareyou?

Larry:We’reatBuyile’splace.

Mdu:I’llbethere...

Larry:Shap.

MdudroppedthecallandthenchangedhisdirectionandmadehiswaytoBuyile’shouse,

anotherfriendofhis.Iftherewasonethingheandhisfriendsenjoyed,ithadtobethrowing

houseparties.Clubswereneverfunforthem.Theyenjoyedbeinginoneoftheirhouses,getting

drunktogetherandofcoursemeetingsomeofthewomenthatcamealongwithsuch

festivities...Truebachelorlifestyle...

Ashemadehiswayinside,hesawLarrytalkingtosomegirl.Hewentovertohim.



Larry:Youlooktenseasfuck!

Mdu:Nothingafewbeerscan’tfix.

ThegirlwhowaswithLarryclearedherthroatandlookedatMduannoyingly.Mduchuckledand

shookhisheadlightly.

Mdu:Wellexcusemethen...

Larrylaughedashefocusedonhisgirlagain.Mduthenwalkedpastpeopleandmadehisway

tothekitchen.Sureenoughtherewasmorethanenoughboozetofillupapool.Hegothimself

somebeerandbeganscanningthescene.Heknewitwouldtakesometimebeforehismind

wouldsettle...

Hemadehiswaytotheloungeareaandfoundpeopleplaying30seconds.Hedecidedtosit

downandwatchthem,hisfriendandownerofthehouse,Buyile,wasamongthepeople.

Buyileturnedtolookathim.

Buyile:Lookatyou!

Mdugrinnedlightlyandnodded.

Mdu:You’reobviouslyinyourelementsoIdidn’twanttointervene.

Buyile:Bullshit.

Buyilewalkedovertowherehewassittingandlookeddownathim.



Buyile:Howhaveyoubeen?

Mdu:Heyman,gohostyourpeople.

Buyilelaughed.

Buyile:WellalrightthenMr.Grumpy.

MduchuckledandBuyilewalkedaway...

Person:Hmmamadoda!

MduturnedhisheadandsawZanelestandingclosetowherehewassitting.Hedismissedher

andwentbacktowatchingpeople.

Zani:NgikhulumanaweMduduzi.

Mduignoredherandsuddenlyshewalkedoverandstoodinfrontofhim.Helookedather

withoutsayinganything.

Zani:Yousleepwithagirlandforgetthatsheexists.

Mdudidn’tsayanythingandZanicrossedherarmsandstaredathim.

Zani:Mdu!



Mdulookedather.

Zani:I’mtalkingtoyou!

Mdu:Ungangiphapheliwena.

Zani:Mdukantiyiniinkingayakho?

Mdu:What?

Zani:Whyareyousuddenlysocold?

Mdu:Ufunangithini?I’mnotyourfriend.Don’tgetaheadofyourselfnow.

Zani:WOW!

Mdu:Hehman,move.

Heputouthisarmandshiftedhertothesidesinceshewasblockinghisentireview.

Zani:Youfuckingbastard!Fuckyou!

Mdu:Okay.

Zani:Youarrogantsonofa-



Thelookshereceivedsentshiversdownherspineandsheshutupimmediately.

Mdu:Sonofawhat?

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Thinktwicebeforeyoucallanyoneabitch.

Zaniranoffcryingandhetookanotherbottleofbeerandcontinuedtositthere,feelingquite

dull.

Justthen,hefeltsomeonetaphisshoulderandheignoredwhoeveritwas.Hegottappedagain

andheturned,thinkingitwasZaniagainbutitwasactuallyNomi.Helookedatherinconfusion.

Nolwazihadcalledhimearliertellinghimthisfriendofherswaspapdrunkandnowhereshe

was,lookingfreshandunbothered...

“Andbeautifulinfact,”hethoughttohimself.

Nomi:DoyouknowwhereIcanfindBuyile?

Mdufrowned.

Mdu:Nomi.

NomilookedatMduinconfusion.

Nomi:Youknowme?



Justthen,Mdurealisedthatasmuchasshelookedfineontheoutside,thegirlwasactually

drunk.

Mdu:NomiforfuckssakeI’myourbestfriend’sbrother.

Nomisquintedhereyesandsecondslatershewaslaughing.

Nomi:Ohshit,Benju!

Mdu:Haiit’stoolate,thedamageisalreadydone.

Hesulkedandshebentandwrappedherarmsaroundhiminanattempttocomforthim

humorously.

Nomi:I’msorry!

Mdu:Whyareyouevenhere?Nolwazisaidyoupassedout.

Nomi:Mxmwhopassesoutforthewholenight?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Truealcoholic.

Nomi:Youknowthis.

Mdulaughedlightly.



Nomi:I’llseeyouaround.

Mdu:Sure.

AsNomiwalkedoff,hestoodupandmadehiswaytowhereLarryandhisrandomgirlwere.

Mdu:Larry.

LarrystoppedsmoochingthegirlandglancedatMdu.

Mdu:I’mleaving.

Larry:Sosoo-

ThegirlgrabbedLarry’sfaceroughlyandcontinuedtokisshim.Mduwalkedawayandbegan

makinghiswayoutofthehouse.Ashegottohiscar,heheardsomeoneyellhisname.He

sighedandturned.

Zanirantohimandthenlookedathimpleadingly.

Zani:I’msorry!

Helookedatherblankly.

Zani:I’msosorry,Iwasjustoverwhelmed.



Mdu:Okay.

Hetriedopeninghiscarbutshestoppedhimandmadehimfaceher.

Zani:Ijust...Idon’tknow...

Mdu:Zaneleufunani?

Zani’sexpressionchangedandshelookedathimseductively.Mducontinuedtolookather

blankly.Sheplacedherhandsonhiswaistandsmiledlightly.

Zani:Forgiveme.

Mdudidn’tsayanything.Sheunzippedhispantsasshewasstaringathimseductively.

Mdu:Za-

Hewincedashefeltherwarmhandstrokehimgently.

Zani:Don’tbemad.

Shewasnowwhisperingandstrokinghimtenderly.

Zani:Whysohard?

Shesmiledinnocently.



Zani:Soyou’vealsobeenthinkingaboutme?

ShepressedhimagainstthecarandbeforeMducouldsayanything,shehadalreadybentdown

andbegandoingthejob.

Mduwincedbecauseasmuchhedidn’twantanyofthis,thegirlwasreallydoingherthing.

Mdu:FuckmanZanele.

Zanelelookedupathimasshekneeleddownandcontinuedsuckinghimoff.

Hemoanedlightlyandjustashewasabouttolethimselfgo,hequicklygrabbedherweaveand

yankedherheadawayfromhim.Shelookedathiminshock.

Zani:Whatthefuck??

Hepulledherupandtriedtoconcealtheintensityhewasfeeling.

Mdu:Don’teverdothat,youhearme?

Zani:ButIwa-

Hepushedherasideandopenedhisdoorandgotin.Hestartedthecarandattemptedtodrive

buttheerectionwasabittoomuch.HestoppedthecarandquicklyfinishedZani’sjobandthen

droveoutoftheyard.

Hedroveforabout5minutes,cussingathimselfangrily.



Hethenreachedforhisphoneanddialledanumber.

HewasabitstartledtohearTholisayhello.Hehadfiguredthatshewouldignorethecall.

Tholi:Hello?

Mduclearedhisthroat.

Mdu:Tholi.

Tholi:Whatdoyouwant?

Mdu:Iwokeyouup?

Tholi:Ufunani?

Mdu:IthinkI’mdrunk.

Tholi:Ngingenaphiminalapho?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:TholiI’mdriving.Imightdie.

Tholi:Idon’thavetimefo-



Mdu:I’llbethereshortly.

Hedroppedthecallbeforeshecouldrespondandfastenedthespeed.Hecouldn’thelpbutgrin

assomethoughtsfilledhishead.
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Tholicouldn’tgobacktosleepafterMdudisturbedher.Shemadeherwaydownstairstothe

kitchenandmadeherselfsometea.Shethensatononeofthehighstoolsandthoughtabout

Kwanele.Shecouldn’tbringherselftostressaboutit.Shewascompletelynumbaboutitall...

Somehowshewasgladthatforonceinherlifeshecouldactuallyhavesomepeaceandquiet.

Justthen,herphonebeepedanditwasMdutellingherthathewasoutside.Shetookadeep

breathandmadeherwaytothedoor,sheunlockeditandbeganwalkingtothegate.Whenshe

openedit,shesawhiscarandwalkedtoitandstoodbyhisdoor.Secondslater,Mdusliddown

hiswindowandTholistaredathimashegrinned.

Heopenedhisdoorandshecrossedherarmsashegotoutandleanedonhiscar.

Mdu:He-

Tholi:Listenhere,youarenotmyfriend.IdonotknowwhatitisyouwantfrommebutIdonot

needwhateveritisyouarebringing.

MdulaughedquietlyandTholikeptquiet.Suddenlytheconfidenceandfuryshehadbuiltupwas

slowlylessening.Asmuchasshetriedtodismissit,Mdureallyintimidatedher.

Mdu:Youdon’tneedwhateveritisI’mbringing?



Shekeptquietandjustlookedathim.

Mdu:Where’sKwanele,Tholi?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:He’syourhusband.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Anyway,didIwakeyouup?

Shehissedangrilyanddecidedthatthiswasawasteoftimebutbeforeshecouldeventurn,he

hadalreadygrabbedher.Shesquealedinshockasshereplayedhowhedidthesamethingin

Dundee.

Tholi:Plea-

Mdushookhisheadlightlyandshekeptquiet.

Mdu:I’mquitedrunkrightnow.

Tholi:Pleaseletgoofme.

Helookedatherintentlyandshestaredrightbackathimpleadingly.

Tholi:I’mtiredMdu.



ShesaidthatwithsomuchbleaknessthatMduhadnochoicebuttoletgoofher.

Mdu:Goodnight.

Tholiturnedandwalkedbacktotheyardandmadeherwayinsidethehouse.Shelockedupand

thenwentbacktothebedroom.Shewenttoherclosetandkneeleddowntogetsomethingthat

shehadplacedatthefarback.Shereachedforitandthenwalkedtothebedandgotin.She

openedherdiaryandbeganreadingthroughsomepages...Whenshecouldn’ttakebackthe

memoriesthatfloodedher,sheputthediarydownandswitchedoffthelampandtriedtogo

backtosleep...

Afteralongtimeshefinallymanagedtofallintoadeepbutverysadsleep.

***

Thefollowingmorning,NolwaziwasawakenedbyDean’sweightonher.Sheshiftedandhe

groaned.

Nolwazi:You’rebeyondheavy.

Deanchuckledsleepilybutdidn’tmove.

Nolwazi:I’dliketogomakesomethingtoeat.I’mhungry.

Dean:Nolwaziit’s6am.

Nolwazi:So?



Heputuphisheadandlookedathersleepily.

Nolwazi:Suka.

Hegruntedandmoved.Shesatupandthengotoutofbed.

Dean:You’regoingtocookfromscratch?

Nolwazilookeddownathimandrolledhereyes.

Dean:Haike.

HecoveredhimselfandwentbacktosleepwhileNolwazimadeherwaydownstairstothe

kitchen.Shelookedthroughthefridgeandfoodcupboardanddecidedthatshewouldmake

waffles.Shespentthenexthourpreparingsomethingforherselfandthenwalkedbackupstairs

andsatontheedgeofthebedwhileDeanlaythereasleep.

Assheate,shebrowsedthroughherphoneanddecidedtocallMdu.Itrangforalongtimebut

heeventuallyanswered.

Mdu:Hmm?

Nolwazi:Heheyousoundlikeyouhadaroughnight.

Mdu:Notreally.

Nolwazichuckled.



Nolwazi:Didyougoout.

Mdu:Notreally.

Shelaughed.

Nolwazi:IsNomifinelapho?

Mdu:She’snothere.

Nolwazi:I’msureshewokeupinthemiddleofthenightandwentbacktodrinking.

Mdu:Hmm.

Nolwazi:Wellalrightthen,ismyhouseinorder?

Mdu:Idon’thavetimeforthis.

Nolwazi:Haisuka.

Mdu:Bye.

Nolwazi:Shap.

ShedroppedthecallandthentextedNomitoseeifshewasokay.SheknewNomiwouldonly



respondlatersosheputdownherphoneandfocusedonherfoodwhichnowtastedstale.Dean

turnedandlookedather.

Dean:Whataboutme?

Nolwazi:Whataboutyou?

Dean:Hehe.

Shelookedatherplateandthengaveittohim.

Dean:SoIonlydeserveleftovers?

Nolwazirolledhereyesandwenttothebathroom.Afterawhileshegotbackinbedandtried

goingbacktosleep.Shewasn’tinthemoodtodoanythingthatdaysosleepwouldbeher

escape...andDeanofcourse.

***

AsTholiwokeupandmadethebed,shecouldn’thelpbutcringeatsomeofherthoughts.She

didn’tevenwanttodelveintothem...

AftershewasdoneshesatonthebedandgrabbedthelaptopKwanelehadboughtforher.She

beganresearchingdifferentuniversitiesandfiguredouthoweverythingworks.Sheabsolutely

lovedcookingsoshewasconsideringstudyingsomethingalongthoselines.Afterawhileshe

putdownthelaptopandthenmadeherwaydownstairsanddecidedshewouldcookupastorm,

eventhoughshewouldbetheonlyrecipientofhergreatcooking.Beinginthekitchenwasher

onlysolaceatthispoint.Cookingandbakingbroughthermuchneededcomfortandhappiness,

eventhoughitwastemporary.



Itwasnowaround9amandshewasdone.

Shelookedatthefoodshepreparedandsulked.Shewasactuallyquitesad.

Shethenmadeherwayupstairsandwenttothebathroom,takingalongbath...Sheallowedher

mindtodriftaway...

Assheopenedhereyes,shefeltthelukewarmwaterandthengotupanddriedherself.Shegot

dressedandsatonthebed...

Shelookedatthetimeandsighedheavily.

Wasthisreallyherlife?

Shesighedonceagain.

ShethendialledThenjiwe’snumberanditrangforaverylongtimebutsheeventuallyanswered.

Thenjiwe:UfunaniTholakele?

Tholiclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Uhmsawubonama-

Thenjiwe:Whatdoyouwant?

Tholisighed.



Tholi:Kwaneleisno-

Thenjiwe:Manjeuthingenzeni?MustIgoaroundtheworldandlookforhim?

Tholikeptquiet.

Thenjiwe:Mindyourownbusiness.

Tholithenclearedherthroat.

Tholi:CanIaskyousomething?

Thenjiwe:What?

Tholi:CanIseeJabul-

Thenjiwe:Ifyouevercomeatmewithyournonsense,Iwillcallyouraunt,youhearme?

TholikeptquietandsecondslaterThenjiwedroppedthecall.

Shesatthere,holdingbackhertearsandthenquicklygotupandwenttothebathroomtoget

herselftogether.Asshewalkedback,herphonerangandshealreadyknewthenumberthat

appeared...

Shesighedheavilyandthenanswered.



Tholi:Hello.

Mdu:Sawubona.

Tholi:Howareyou?

Mdu:AreyouaskinghowIam?

TholigruntedandkeptquietandMduchuckledlightly.

Mdu:I’mgoodandyou?

Tholi:Good.

Mdu:Yousure?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Listen,canIcomefetchyou?

Tholi:Wherewillyoutakeme?

Mdu:Angazi.

Tholi:Nothanks.



Mdu:I’llbehave.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Ipromise.

Tholisighed.

Mdu:Givemeanhourorso...

Shedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Uzobarightyezwa?

Hedroppedthecallandshesatonthebedandsighedheavily.
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TholimadeherwaytoMdu’scarandhetoldhertogetinandshedid.Sheclearedherthroatas

shelookedathimandhesmiled.

Mdu:Hey.

Tholimumbleda“hey”backandMdushotheralook.

Tholi:Hi.



Mdu:You’rebecomingruderbytheday.

Tholi:I’dappreciateitifyouwouldnotmakeitahabittocomehereasyouplease.

Mdu:Isit?

Shenoddedfirmlyandheshruggedhisshoulders.

Mdu:Let’sgrabsomethingtoeat.I’mfamished.

Tholi:I’mnot.

Mdu:Haveyoueaten?

Tholiwasabouttonodbutshestoppedherself.

Tholi:Yes.

Mdu:Yintoesizoyithinikelebecauseminangilambile.

Tholi:Icooked.

Shesaidthatwithoutreallythinkingandwasannoyedatherself.Mdulookedatherwithout

sayinganything.



Tholi:Nevermind.

Hegrinned.

Mdu:You’reofferingmefood?

Sheavoidedhiseyesandshruggedhershoulders.

Mdu:Konjeyou’realoneinthishouse.

Shekeptquiet,tryingnottoshowalltheemotionsshehadbeendealingwithallmorning.

Mdu:SohowarewegoingtodothisbecauseIcertainlydonotwanttobedisrespectfuland

paradearoundyourhouse?

TholiletoutasarcasticsoundandMdulookedatheramusingly.

Tholi:Nowyou’reconcernedaboutbeingrespectful?

Mdu:IamalwaysrespectfulTholakele.Iamaniceperson.

Tholi:Kuphi?

Mdu:Haibowhat’sthatsupposedtomean?

Tholilookedathimweirdlyandhelookedatherinnocently.



Mdu:I’mthedefinitionofrespectfulandnice.

Tholihissedsilentlyandshookherheadlightly.

Mdu:Gogetmesomeofyourfoodphela.

Herubbedhisbellyandsankonhisseat.

Tholi:Idon’tthink-

Mdu:You’vealreadyoffered.Go.

Tholisighed.

Mdu:Andbringmesomethingtodrinkaswell.

Tholi:Bring?

Mdulookedatherquestioningly.

Tholi:Respect?

Hechuckledandscratchedhishead.

Mdu:Please?



Tholirolledhereyesasshegotoutofthecarandmadeherwaybacktothehouse.Shewentto

thekitchenandheatedupeverything.Shethendishedupinacontainerandpouredsomejuice

aswell.AftershewasdoneshemadeherwaybacktothecarandthengaveMduthecontainer

whilestillholdinghisjuice.

Mdu:Thankyou.

Helookedatherandsmiled.

Tholikeptquietandwatchedasheopenedthecontainer.

Mdu:Awusukamadoda!

HesaidthatsodramaticallythatTholicouldn’thelpbutletoutalaugh.

Mdulookedather.

Mdu:Doesittasteasgoodasitlooks?

Tholi:Angazi.

Mdu:HaimanjehowamIsupposedtoeatyourfoodifyoudon’tvouchforit?

Shelookedathimuncomfortablyandheshookhishead.

Mdu:Let’ssee...



Hedugintheomeletteandthenbeganchewingslowly.Tholiwatchedhimcarefullyandhe

narrowedhiseyesasheswallowed.

Mdu:Holdon.

HetookanotherbiteandTholirolledhereyes.

Mdu:Havetomakesure.

Hesaidthatwithhismouthfull.Tholihandedhimthejuiceandheshookhisheadsoshe

continuedtoholdit.

Afterhewasdonehelookedatherintently.

Mdu:IthinkIneedsomemore...Justtomakesure.

Tholigiggledwithoutevennoticing.

Tholi:Makesureofwhat?

Mdu:I’mstillinternalisingthetaste.

Tholi:Soittastesgood?

Mdu:I’mstillnotsure.



Tholigiggledonceagain.

Mdu:Somaybeanotheromelettewillhelp.

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:Good.

Hereachedforthejuiceanddrankit.

Tholi:Andthejuice?

Mdu:Wellthejuiceisdefinitelygood.

Tholi:Imadeitaswell.

Mdulookedatherweirdly.

Tholi:It’sfreshlysqueezed.

Mdu:Wellinthatcase,pourmesomemoresoIcanconfirmifitreallytastesgood.

Tholilaughed.

Tholi:Okay.



ShetookthecontainersfromMduandthengotoutofthecarandmadeherwaybacktothe

house.Shegottothekitchenanddishedupforhimonceagainbutthistime,sheadded4slices

ofFruityFrenchtoastwithsomeyoghurtaswell.

Boywasshegladthatherfoodwasgoingtogooduse!

Shethenmadeherwayoutagainandgotinthecar.

MdulookedatthefoodandwhistledandTholifelthercheeksflush.

Mdu:Let’ssee...

Hefinishedtheomeletteandthenlookedather.

Mdu:Thisomelettewilltaketimetosettle.

Tholi:Ohplease.

MduchuckledandshegavehimtheFruityFrenchtoastandyoghurt.

Mdu:Areyoutryingtowinmyheart?

Helookedatherandsheavoidedhiseyes.Hethenwentontoeatandthensighed.

Mdu:Whotaughtyouhowtocook?

Tholi:Noone.



Mdu:Phelauphumaema-farmwenasohowdidyoulearnallofthis?

Tholi:Mxm.

Mdu:Thisisgood.

Tholi:Thanks.

Hedrankthejuiceandthensankonhisseat,rubbinghisbelly.

Mdu:Fuck,I’mfull.

Tholicouldn’thelpbutsmileatherself.Ithadbeenaverylongtimesinceshefedsomeoneand

sawtheeffectsofherfoodonthem.

Mdu:Uyazamashame.

Tholi:Ngiyazama?

Mdu:Youneedalittleguidance...

Tholi:Fromwhom?

Mdu:TholiIcookbetterthanyou.



Tholilaughedsarcastically.

Tholi:Wow.

Mduglancedather.

Mdu:Uyangiphikisa?

Tholi:Youdon’tstrikemeasachef.

Mdu:Awaziluthowena.

Mdurubbedhisbellyandthenloweredhisseatandclosedhiseyes.

Mdu:Fuck,I’mabouttoexplode.

Tholi:Youlikeswearing.

Mduopenedhiseyesandlookedatheramusingly.

Mdu:Myfowllanguageturnsyouoff?

Tholi:WhosaidIwasturnedoninthefirstplace?

Mdulaughedoutloudandthencoughed.



Mdu:Shit,nowyoutryingtokillme.

Hecontinuedtocoughuncontrollablyandthenreachedatthebackseatforabottleofwater.

Heopeneditanddrankit.Tholitriedtocontainwhatevershewasfeeling...Shewascertainly

embarrassed.

Mdu:Shit.

Hefinallystabilisedandthensatbackonhisseatagain.

Mdu:UthiniTholakele?

Tholihuffedandasshewasabouttoopenthedoor,hequicklylockedit.

Mdu:Yinimanje?

Tholi:Iwanttotakethesethingsback.

Mdu:Manjewhyareyouavoidingmyeyes?

Tholi:Pleaseunlockthedoor.

MdukeptquietandTholiglancedathim.Hewasrubbinghisbelly,withhiseyesclosed.

Tholi:Mduduzi.

Mdu:Hmm?



Tholi:Pleaseunlockthedoor.

Mdu:Ang’funi.

Tholi:Whydopeoplethinkit’sokaytotreatmelikesomeweakling?

Mduopenedhiseyesandwasstartled.Helookedatherintently.

Tholi:Openthisfuckendoorandleavemealone!

Mdu:Andthen-

Tholi:Openthisdooranddon’tevercontactme!

Mdusatupandstaredather.Heknewshewasholdingbackhertearsbuthewasconfusedas

towhattriggeredit.

Tholi:Itmustbesonicetowalkalloverweakpeople.Ienvyyou!

Mdu:Tho-

Tholi:Openthisdoor!

Mdu:Iwa-



MdufeltasharppainonhisforeheadasTholithrewoneofthecontainersathim.

Mdu:Whatthefuck?!

Tholi:Leavemealone!

Hewasabouttosaysomethingwhenshethrewtheothercontainerathimandheheldherarm.

Mdu:Whattheheck!

Tholi:Unlockthisdoor!

Mdu:Angifuni!

Tholithrewapunchathimandhewinced.

Mdu:Tholakele!

Shethrewanotherpunchandhewincedagain.

Asshewasabouttothrowanotherone,hemanagedtoholdbothherarmsandshestarted

crying.

Mdu:Whatthefuck!

TheytackledforalongtimeuntilTholistoppedandthenslummedonherseatandsobbed.



Mdulookedatherinconfusionandshockandtheysatinsilence,whileTholicontinuedtosob

silently,hidingherface.

Afterawhile,Mduunlockedthecarandshegotoutandrushedbackinsidethehouse.He

scratchedhisheadandfrowned.

HeinstantlydialledNolwazi’snumberandshetookawhiletopickup.

Nolwazi:Bhenju.

Mdu:Uhmlisten-

Nolwaziyawned.

Nolwazi:Whatdoyouwant?I’msleeping.

Mdu:I’vedealtwithquiteanumberofcryingfemales...

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Thatyouhave...

Mdu:Butlike,whatdoIdowithanemotionallyunstableone?

Nolwazi:Aren’tallyourgirlsunstable?



Mdusighed.

Mdu:Notinadeepkindofway.

Nolwazi:Deephow?

Mdu:Idon’tknow...It’sjustdeep.

Nolwazi:Haikedon’teveninvolveyourselfifyou’renotwillingtostayinthelonghaul.Idonot

wanttobebailingyououtofanydeepsituations!

Mdu:Youthink?

Nolwazi:Ifyoudon’twanttopursuesomethingwiththegirlthendon’tbotherdelvinginto

whateversheisdealingwith.

Mdu:Okay.

Nolwazi:Anyway,she’sprobablyaonenightstandsoIknowyouwon’tbother.

Mdu:Hmm.

Nolwazi:Igottagokiddo.

Mdu:Thanks.

Nolwazi:Shap.



Mdu:Bye.

Hedroppedthecallandsatthereforawhile...

INSERT56

Nolwaziwasfastasleepwhenshefeltawarmsensationbetweenherthighs.Shemoanedasit

wentlowerandlower...

SheopenedoneeyeandsawDeanlookingupatherfrombetweenherthighs,withhumourin

hiseyes.Shesmiledlightlyandthenclosedhereyesagainandsankdeeperintothebed.He

slippedapillowunderhersoshecouldbeelevatedproperly.

TheselastcoupleofhoursshespentwithDeanweresorelaxingthatshedidn’tthinkshecould

relaxevenmore.Thosehoursmadeupforthecountlessdaysshestressedabouteverything

elsethatwashappening.

Afteranotherthrillingorgasmfromjusthistongue,Nolwaziwasfeelingallsortsofrelaxed.

Asshelaytherehappily,Deanpickedherupandwalkedtothebathroom.Hethencarefully

placedherinthehugebathtubandsheshiftedsohecouldsitbehindher.Shethenrelaxedon

hischestandclosedhereyes,fallingasleeponceagain.ShewasawakenedbyDean’schuckle.

Nolwazi:Hmm?

Dean:Didyoudrinksleepingpills?

Nolwazi:ThisisthefirsttimeinalongtimethatI’mfullyresting.



Dean:Butsurelythere’sasleeplimit.

Nolwaziturnedandfacedhimsleepily.

Nolwazi:WouldyouratherIleave?

Deanchuckled.

Dean:Dowhateveryoulike.

Nolwazisatbackagainandclosedhereyes.Shefelthimplacehishandsonherbreastsand

slowlystrokedhernipples.Hethensqueezedthemgentlyandshesighed.Hekissedthesideof

herfaceandplacedhislipsonherear.

Dean:I’mgladyou’reresting.

Shemoanedasthesoundofhisvoicefilledherinunimaginableways.Heranonehanddownto

herbellyandthenstrokedherwhilehisotherhandwasbusyteasinghernipples,oneafterthe

other.Theotherhandwentevenlowerandsheseparatedherlegsslightlysohecouldhave

access.Shethenheardhimchuckleandshesmiled.Heslowlyrubbedherclit.

Nolwazi:Dean...

Dean:Hmm?

Shemumbledsomething.



Eventhoughtheywereinwater,hecouldstillfeelthesilkywetnesssurroundingherinsides.

Theyweredistinguishable...Hegentlyslidonefingerinandshetoldhimitfeltgoodandsohe

slidanotherone.Hetenderlywentinandout,makingsurethathecamebacktotheclit.She

groanedasheputmorepressureandquickenedthepace.Sheinvoluntarilyplacedherhand

overhisandthenguidedhimbacktotheareasurroundingherclit.Thehotwateraddedtothe

sensationthatwasalreadydrivinghercrazy.ShebegangrindingalongtoDean’srhythmand

soonenoughshewasmoaningloudlyandtwitching.

Deanturnedheraroundandshecollapsedinhisarms.Sheputherheadupandplacedherlips

onhis.Sheslidinhertongueandapassionateyetgentlekissensued.Shefelthiserection

pressagainstherbellyandshestoppedthekissandplacedherheadonhisneck,still

processingtheorgasmshejusthad.

Nolwazi:ThankyouandIloveyou.

Deanmadeherfacehimandtheykissedagain.Afterawhilehestoppedthekissandlookedat

her.

Dean:YouknowhowIfeel.

Shenoddedlightlyandtheykissedagain.

***

Mdugotoutofthecarandwalkedtothegate.Tholihadn’tevenbotheredtolockit...Hethen

madehiswaytothedoorandfoundthatitwasalsounlocked.Hewalkedinsidethehouseand

foundhimselfinthekitchenandthenwalkedfurtherinandwentintotheloungebutshewasn’t

there.Thehousewasquitehugebuthefiguredshewouldbesomewhereupstairsinoneofthe

roomstheresohemadehiswayupthestairsandwalkedthroughthelonghallway.Heheard

someshufflinginoneoftheroomsandsohewalkedclosertotheroomandsureenough,he

sawherthere.Shewaskneelingbyhercloset...

Mdu:Tholi.



Shequicklyturnedanddidn’tseemshockedtoseehim.

Mduthenwalkedin,tryingbyallmeanstohidehisuncomfortability.Hegottowhereshewas

andputouthisarmsoshecouldstandup.Tholiglancedathishandwithherbloodshoteyes

andthenlookedupathim.Herfacehadturnedcompletelyredfromallthecrying.

Mdu:Come.

Tholijustlookedathimandwithinsecondshehadbentdownandpulledherup.

Mdu:Canwegooutside?

Tholi:Why?

Mdulookedaroundthebedroomandfrowned,indicatingthathefeltatadbituncomfortable

beinginthere.Hethentookherhandandledheroutofthebedroom.Theywalkeddownstairs

andwentoutofthebackdoorandgottothepoolarea.TheythenwalkedtothegazeboandMdu

turnedtofaceher.

Mdu:Ineedyoutomakemeunderstand...

Tholicrossedherarmsandavoidedhiseyes.

Mdu:Howdidwegofromhavinggreatfoodandconversationtoyoucryinglikethis?

Tholi:Ifyou’resosickofmycryingthenleaveme.



Mdu:NoTholi,don’tputwordsinmymouth.I’mbeingsincere.

Tholi:Justleave.

Mdulookedatherintentlyandscratchedhisheadlightly.Hewasreallyoutofhiselementhere.

Tholi:Go.

Mdu:What’swrong?

Tholi:Ineedyoutoleave!

Shewasnowgettingemotionalalloveragain.Mdutriedsayingsomethingbutshehadbegun

sobbingagain.

Mdu:Tholi-

Tholi:No,pleaseleavemealone!

Mdu:Ican’tdothat.

Beforeshecouldturn,hegrabbedherandpulledherclosertohim.Hethenlockedhisarms

aroundherandexpectedhertofighthimbuttohissurprise,sheactuallyhidherfaceinhis

chestandsobbedsomemore.Heloosenedhisgriponherandheldhermoregently.

Hedecidedtonotsayanythinguntilshehadcalmeddown.



Afteralongtimeshefinallyquieteneddownandthenremovedherfacefromhischest.

Somehow,Mducouldn’tbringhimselftoletgoofhersoshestruggledtowipeherface.

TheystoodthereforaverylongtimeuntilTholifinallyclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Sorryformessingupyourt-shirt.

HekeptquietandTholiwiggledherwayoutofhisarmsandwipedherfacewithherhands.

Tholi:Excuseme.

Mdu:Whereareyougoing?

Tholi:Bathroom.

Mdu:Youdon’tneedthebathroom.

Hemadehersitdownandthensatnexttoher.

Mdu:Youcanusemyt-shirt,seeingasit’salreadymessedup.

Tholifrowned.

Tholi:I’msorry,I’llwashit.

Mdu:I’llholdyoutothat.



Tholilookedathimbrieflybeforelookingawayandwipingherfaceagain.Shethenmadesure

thatshewasnotlookingatMdu’sdirection.

Mdu:Tholi.

Tholi:Hmm?

Mdu:What’swrong?

Tholi:Likeyousaid,Ilikeoverreacting.

Mdu:Thenlookatme.

Tholididn’tsayanythingsoMdureachedforherfaceandturneditsoshecouldfacehim.

Mdu:Thisplaceandthepeopleyoukeepinyourlifearenotgoodforyou.

Shelaughedsarcastically.

Mdu:AmIwrong?

Tholi:NoonewilleverunderstandthethingsI’vegonethrough.Idon’twanttotalkMduduzi.

Mdu:Okay.



ShesighedheavilyandthenMdustoodupandpulledherupaswell.

Mdu:Asambe.

Tholi:Where?

Mdu:Stopquestioningme.

Heheldherhandandledherbackinsidethehouseandtoldhertogetherthings.
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Mdu:Doyoutrustme?

Tholi:No.

Mdu:What??WhenhaveIevergivenyouareasonnotto??

MdulookedatherinshockandTholicouldn’thelpbutlaugh.

Mdu:Iamhighlyoffended!

Tholishookherheadasshechuckledquietly.

Mdu:Wow!



Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Mdu:Soyouseemeinanegativelight?

TholinoddedandMdugaspedandTholigiggledwithherredface.Hesoonrealisedthathim

beingdramaticbroughtsomeamusementtoher.Growingupwith3womeninfluencedhis

interactionswiththegirlshemet.Althoughhereallydidn’tcaremuchaboutthem,allofthem

couldadmitthattheguydefinitelyhadsomethingspecialabouthim.Heattributedthis

“something”tohisrelationshipwithhissistersandmother.Beingsurroundedbythemmade

himawareofthedifferentbuttonsortriggerswomenhad.

Mdu:Tjongiyayiqalakele.

Tholigiggledawayandhelookedatherandsmiled.Shebecameseriousandthenfacedthe

otherdirection,lookingoutthewindow.

Mdu:Yazisiyaphi?

Tholi:Kuphi?

Mdu:Johannesburg.

Tholi:WHAT?!

Mduglancedatherandsmiled.

***



Dean:Whatarewegoingtoeat?

Nolwazi:I’mnothungry.

Dean:WellIam.

Nolwaziputonhist-shirtandgotbackinbed.

Dean:Youaredeterminedtostayintherearen’tyou?

Nolwazi:Bedrestgalore.

Deanchuckledandgotdressed.

Dean:There’snothingtoeathere.Ineedfood.

Nolwazi:That’syourbusiness.

Shelaythereandwatchedhimfinishupgettingdressed.

Nolwazi:Youranoutofjuicesopleasegetsome.

Dean:IndodaayithunyaNolwazi.

Nolwazichuckled.



Dean:Nakhonayoujustadmittedtolovingme.

Nolwazi:So??

Dean:Youdon’tstarvepeopleyoulove.

Nolwazi:Deangogetyourfoodplease.

Deangaveheralookbeforewalkingoutofthebedroomanddisappearing.Shethengrabbed

herphoneanddialledMdu’snumber.Itrangforawhilebutheeventuallyanswered.

Mdu:Yebo.

Nolwazi:Pleasecheckifmyworkphoneisonmybed.I’mnotsureifIleftitthere.

Mdu:Butalso,whereareyou??

Nolwazilaughedquietly.

Mdu:Heeh.

Nolwazi:Justcheckmyphoneokay.

Mdu:I’mgoingtothehousenowandthenI’mleaving.

Nolwazi:Leaving?



Mdu:YaI’mgoingtotheotherside.

Nolwazi:Joburg??

Mdu:Yep.

Nolwazi:Mduwhy??You’regoingtoleavewithoutsayinggoodbye??

Mdu:Don’tbedramaticI’llbeback.

Nolwazi:Areyoudriving?

Mdu:Ya.

Nolwazi:HaikodwaMdu.

Mdu:Byebye.

Nolwazi:Travelsafelyandcallme!

Mdu:Shap.

Nolwazidroppedthecallandsighedasshesankonthebed.Justthen,herphonerangandshe

tookitandcheckedthecalleridandsawIvy’sname.Sheanswered.



Nolwazi:Zamo!

Ivy:WhyamInotbeingtakencareoforloved??JustbecauseyouandBhenjuarehavingfun

theremanjeyou’resideliningme??

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:Babyit’snotevenlikethat.

Ivy:Haveyoudivorcedthatdick?

Nolwazicringed.Shehadn’tthoughtaboutthedivorceinthepastcoupleofhours.

Ivy:Lwaziareyouhavingsecondthoughts??

Nolwazi:No,it’snotthat.Ofcoursenot!

Ivy:Thenhurryupsoyoucanmovethefuckon!

Nolwazi:It’snotthateasyIvy.

Ivy:Mxmit’salmost3weekssinceweleftDundee.Surelyyoucanmovefaster.

Nolwazi:Youwouldn’tunderstand.

Ivysighed.



Ivy:Anyway,IwasjustcallingtosaythatyouandMducangodie.Fuckbothofyou.

Nolwazilaughed.

Ivy:Outhereexcludingme!Youhavesomenerve!

Nolwazi:Awwbakithi!

Ivy:Nxa!

Nolwazi:Iloveyousososomuch!

Ivy:Showme!

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:I’llseewhatIcando.

Ivy:Itbettermakemesmile!

Nolwazi:I’llsee...Byebaby.

Ivy:Shap.

NolwazidroppedthecallandthentookDean’slaptopandtransferredmoneyintoIvy’saccount.



WithinminutesIvysentherasmileyfaceandNolwazileftitatthat.

Shethensankdeeperinthebedandendedupdozingoff.

***

Tholi:Takemehome!

Mdusighedheavily.

Mdu:Yinimanje?

Tholi:Thisiswrongonsomanylevels!Takemehome!

Mdu:Ukhulumangani?

Tholi:Stopactingfoolish!

Mdu:You’reoverreacting.

Tholicrossedherarmsandturnedsoshecouldstareathim.Mdulookedatherbrieflybefore

focusingontheroadagain.Soonenoughtheywereoutsidesomehouse.

Tholi:Isthisanotherhouseofyours?

Mdulookedatherintentlyandnodded.Heknewshewouldfreakoutifsheknewthatitwas

Nolwazi’shouse.Shewasalreadyfreakingoutbecauseshesawhercalleridwhenshecalled



andthefactthathewantedtogotoJoburg.

Mdu:I’llbebackinasecond,okay?

Tholigrunted.

Mdu:ThatgruntofyoursTholakele.

Sheignoredhimashegotoutofthecarandrushedtotheyard.Shesatinsilence,tryingnotto

delveintoherthoughts...

AfterawhileMdufinallycameoutandhegotbackinthecar.

Tholi:MduduziIdon’twanttogotoJohannesburg.

Mduturnedtolookatherasshelookedathimwithafrightenedlook.

Mdu:You’recute.

Tholifrownedandhestartedthecar.

Mdu:Ijustneedtogetsomethingthere.

Tholi:Joburgisover5hoursaway!

Mdu:Manje?



Tholi:You’remakingitseemlikeit’sashortdrive.

Mdu:Itis,forme...

Tholilookedathimnervously.

Mdu:Haveyoueverbeenthere?

Sheshookherhead.

Mdu:There’safirsttimeforeverything.

Tholi:Ididn’tpack.

Mdu:KantiarewemovingtoJoburg?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Unlessyouwanttomoveinwithme.

Hegrinnedandshelookedaway.

Mdu:Trustme,okay?

Tholididn’tsayanythingandMducontinuedfocusingontheroad.



***

Deangoteverythingheneededatthemallandthenmadehiswaytohiscarattheparkinglot.

Person:Fancyseeingyouhere...

Hestoppedwalkingforasecondandtightenedhisjaw.HegottohiscarandNtsikistoodnext

toit.

DeangrittedhisteethandNtsikilookedathimfromheadtotoe.Shethenchuckled

sarcastically.

Ntsiki:Youdon’tseemtoohappytoseeme...

Deankeptquietandstaredather.

Ntsikilookedattheplasticshewascarryingandchuckled.

Ntsiki:Mustbenice...Uyadla...

Deanwalkedtohisbootandputeverythinginthere.HethenwalkedtohisdoorbutNtsiki

blockedhisway.Hestaredather.

Ntsiki:Woothere’snothingthatterrifiesmemorethanthatlookofyours...Itstillturnsmeon

though...

Shesmiledinnocentlyandstaredrightbackathim.



Ntsiki:Soyouforgotaboutme,justlikethat?

Deantightenedhisjaw.

Ntsiki:Who’skeepingyoubusyDean?Whoisthebitchthatstoleyoufromme?

Dean:MoveoutofmywayNontsikelelo.

Ntsikinarrowedhereyesandsighed.

Ntsiki:Youneverlovedmedidyou?

Dean:Ucabanganiwena?

Ntsiki:Ithinkyouloveme...It’sjustthatyou’reatoughnuttocrack.YoulovemeDean,inyour

ownspecialway.

Deanlaughedquietly.

Ntsiki:Idon’tthinkyouwilleverfindanyonewhoactuallylovesyou.You’renotaniceperson

Dean.Youstomponpeopleandleavethemtodie.

Deancontinuedtolaughquietly.

Ntsiki:Noonewilleveracceptyouruglysidelikeme...



Deanpushedhertothesideandopenedhisdoor.

Ntsiki:We’llbetogetheragain.

Shesmiledasheshuthisdooranddroveoff.

INSERT58

Tholi:Ineedthebathroom.

Mduglancedather.

Mdu:We’reanhouraway.

Sheshookherhead.

Tholi:Ineeditnow.

Mdu:Okay.

Shekeptquietonceagainandtriednottofallasleep.AllthissittingwastiringbecauseMdu

insistedonnotmakinganyunnecessarystops.Itwasnowaround3pm.Afteracoupleof

minuteshedrovetoagarage.

Mdu:Wantmetoshowyouwherethebathroomis?

Tholi:I’mnotstupid.



Shelookedathimsharplyandherolledhiseyesashegotoutofthecar.Shegotoutaswell

andMdupointedtowherethebathroomswhere.Sheignoredhimandwalkedoff,tryingnotto

runbecauseherbladderwasclosetodefeatingher.Shefinallygottothebathroomsandthen

relievedherself.Asshelookedatherselfinthemirrorshecringed.Herfacewasallpuffyand

flushed.Shesplashedsomecoldwaterandthendriedherself,therewasalittlebitof

improvementbutherverylightskinmadeitdifficulttogetawaywithcrying.

Shemadeherwayoutofthebathroomsandasshewasabouttoheadtothecar,Mduyelledfor

hertocomewherehewas,hewasstandingbythegarageshop.Shewalkedovertohim.

Mdu:Ulambile?

Shethoughtaboutitandeventuallynodded.

Mdu:Idon’tlikepeopleeatinginmycar.Wellthisonedoesn’tbelongtomebutstill...

Tholifrowned.

Tholi:Butyouwereeatingtherethismorning.

Mdu:Manje?Kantiyimotokabani?

Tholigrunted.

Mdu:I’llmakeanexceptionbecauseyoufedmethismorning.

Tholi:Idon’twantyourfavours.



Mdu:Youdon’tsay...

Tholilookedathimsharply.

Mdu:Sosinceyou’resohungry,howareyougoingtobuyyourselffoodseeingasyoudon’t

haveanythingonyou,MissIDon’tNeedAnyFavours?

Tholi’seyesshotupassherealisedthatwhathesaidwastrue.Shethenstartedpanicking.

“Whatifhe’sdoingthisonpurpose?”Hemightbetryingtokidnapme,”shethought,“Orleave

mestrandedinJohannesburg.”

Mdusawtheterrifiedexpressiononherfaceandhesmiled.

Mdu:Pennyforyourthoughts?

Shelookedatinconfusion.

Mdu:I’dliketoknowwhatyou’rethinking.

Tholilookedathimnervously.

Mdu:Come.

Hetookherarmandledherinsidetheshop.

Mdu:We’llgetsomethinglight.Idon’twantyouvomitingbecauseofmotionsickness.



Tholi:Idon’tgetmotionsickness.

Mdu:Idoubt.

Theywenttothefridgeandhetooktwo1litrebottlesofpurewater.

Mdu:Cokeisunhealthyforyou.

Tholi:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Idon’tdosubliminalshotsTholi.

Tholikeptquietandtheywalkedtothebakerysection.

Mdu:Anyway,Ilikeyourcurves.

Sheclearedherthroatandquicklyfocusedonthehotcrossbunsthatwerenearher.

Mdu:Thosethingsaretoosweet.

Tholiturnedtolookathim.

Mdu:Weneedbread.



Tholi:Bread??

Mdu:YesandI’msuretheysellbuttersomewherehere.

Tholilookedathimindisbelief.

Mdu:Breadornothing.

Helookedatheramusinglyandshegrunted.

Tholi:Nothing.

Mdu:Andthewaterstaysaswell.

Tholi:Argh.

SheturnedandwalkedawayandMdustayedthereforawhile.

Shewenttostandbythecarandbaskedinthesun.AfteralongtimeshesawMduwalking

backwith5plastics.

Mdu:Let’sgetmoving.

Shewalkedtoherdoorandthengotinthecar.Mduplacedalltheplasticsonherlapandshe

peepedthroughthem.Thereweresweets,biscuits,packetsofchipsandmanyotherthings

there.Mdugotinandstartedthecar.



Tholilookedathiminconfusion.

Tholi:Whathappenedtoyourbread?

Mdu:Angithiawudlaliswawena.

HefocusedontheroadandTholikeptquiet,feelingbadforbeingdramatic.

Shemumbleda“sorry”andMduignoredherandcontinuedtofocusontheroad.Sheputallthe

plasticsatthebackseatandthenkeptquietandlookedahead.

Mdu:Anginayokeimaliyokudlala.Youwillfinishwhateverisinthere.

Tholigasped.

Mdu:Umangazwayini?

Shelookedathimandhedidn’tevengiveheraglance.Sheeventuallyreachedatthebackand

grabbedoneplastic.Shetookoutapacketofchipsandopenedit.

Tholi:Wouldyoulikesome?

Mduglancedatherandshelookedathimexpectantly.

Mdu:Feedme.



Tholifrowned.

Mdu:UyabonaI’mdrivingangithi?

ShehuffedandtookacoupleofchipsandMduopenedhismouth.Shecarefullyfedhimandhe

shookhishead.

Mdu:Biscuits.

Tholiwasabouttosaysomethingwhenheshotheralook.Shesighedandreachedattheback

fortheplasticwithbiscuits.

Tholi:Whydidyoubuysomanythings?

Mdujustshruggedhisshoulders.Sheopenedsomebiscuitsandthenreachedouttohimand

fedhimone.

Mdu:Thanks.

Shenoddedandthensatproperlyandfinishedupthepacketofchips.

Tholi:Yousaidyou’regoingtofetchsomethinginJoburg.

Mdunodded.

Tholi:Sothatmeanswe’llbebackinDurbanbymidnight.



Mdu:Ya.

Tholi:Doyouusuallydothis?

Mdunoddedlightly.

Tholi:Willyoubeabletodriveback?

Mdu:Whatwouldstopme?

Tholi:Aren’tyoutired?

Mdu:Iam.

Tholi:Manjehowwillyoudriveproperly?

Mdu:Youasktoomanyquestions.

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Youcandriveangithi?

Tholi:Ihaven’tdriveninawhile.

Mdu:Youwilltoday.



Tholi:NoIwon’t.

Mduchuckledandkeptquiet,focusingontheroad.Tholialsokeptquietandtheydrovein

silencefortherestoftheway.

Ataround5pmtheyfinallygottoJohannesburg.

Tholi:DoyouliveinSandton?

Mdulaughedquietlyandshookhishead.

Mdu:IsSandtontheonlyplaceyouknow?

Tholi:No,butit’sthemostfamoussuburbIthink...

Mdunodded.

Tholi:HaveyoualsobeentoSoweto?

Mduchuckledandnodded.

Tholi:IalwaysseetheseplacesonTV.

Mdu:Adorable.

Tholilookedoutherwindow,tryingtohidetheexcitementbrewinginher.AsmuchDurbanwas

alsoquiteabigcity,therewasjustsomethingdifferentaboutJohannesburginhereyes.



Tholi:Wherearewenow?

Mdu:Rosebank.

Shenoddedlightly.

Tholi:Andwheredoyoulive?

Mdu:Morningside.

Shenoddedonceagainandkeptquietashedroveon.

Mdu:NowthisisSandton.

Tholi:Isee...

Mdu:AndIlive30minutesaway.

Tholi:Oh.

Shewatchedastheydrovepastbuildings...

Afterawhiletheydrovetoaquietresidentialarea.

Tholi:IsthisMorningside?



Mdunoddedandeventuallytheydrovetoacomplex.

Tholi:YouownahouseinDurban.

Mdu:YesIdo.

Tholi:Butyouliveinacomplexthisside.

Mdu:Ihaveahomethisside...Noneedtoinvestinahouseyet.

Tholi:Isee...

Shelookedathimandtriedtokeepablankface.Theydroveinsideandthenparked.

Mdu:Woza.

Theygotoutofthecarandhewaitedforherontheotherside.Shewalkedtohimandthey

beganwalking.

Tholi:Don’tyourneighboursannoyyou?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Theyactuallydo.

Tholi:Doyoulivealone?



Mdu:Ido.

ShenoddedandtheymadetheirwaytoMdu’sapartment.Heunlockedthedoorandfollowed

himin.Shelookedaroundandsighed.

Tholi:It’sasbigasahousethough.

Sheglancedathimandthendecidedtokeepquiet.Sheknewshewascomingacrossasvery

ruralandinexperiencedatthemoment.

Mdu:Butitliterallyhasonebedroom,anensuitebathroom,akitchenandalounge.

Tholi:Soit’sabachelorapartment?

Mdu:Yes.

Tholi:Notsurprising.

Mdu:Heehwhyisitnotsurprising?

Tholi:You’reabachelor,aren’tyou?

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:You’remakingsomedeepassumptionsthereTholakele.



Tholilookedathimdisbelief.

Tholi:Soyou’remarried??

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:Ucabanganiwena?

Tholifrowned.

Tholi:Youreallydon’tbehavelikeamarriedman.

Mdu:Haibowhatdoyoumean??

Tholistaredathim.

Tholi:Zani?

Mdu:Mxm.

Tholi:Soyou’recheatingwithZani?Doessheknowt-

Mdu:Woahwoahwoah!We’regettingaheadofourselvesrightnow!

Tholinarrowedhereyesandlookedathimsuspiciously.



Mdu:I’mnotmarried.I’mfarfromitactually.

TholisighedinreliefandMdueyedherhumorously.

Mdu:Haibokantiyoudon’tlikethefactthatIcouldbemarried?

Tholi’scheeksflushed.

Tholi:No...

Mdu:Oh?

Sheshookherheadvigorously.

Tholi:No,Imean“no”asisin“no”I’mglad-

Shetookadeepbreath.

Tholi:I’mjustgladyou’renotusingZani.That’smypoint...Andyou’renotcheatingonyourwife.

Mduchuckled.

Tholi:Wellyoudon’thaveawifeso...

Shesighed,feelingdefeatedbyhermouth.



Tholi:YouknowwhatImean.

Mdu:ManjewhatwouldhappenifIdidhaveawife?

Tholi:Thenyououghttobeashamedofyourself!

Mdu:Isit?Youdon’tbelieveincheating?

Tholi:Absolutelynot!It’ssinful!

Mdu:Ohokaythen.

Tholi:Marriageissacred.

Mdu:Mmm.

Tholi:Anditshouldberespected.

Shesaidthatveryquietlyandtheystaredateachotherforalongtime.

Mdufinallybroketheintensesilence.

Mdu:Wantmetoshowyouaround?

Tholiclearedherthroatandnodded.



Mdu:YouknowhowIfeelaboutthisnoddingthing.

Tholi:Sorry.

Mdu:Come.

Shefollowedhimfurtherinsidehisapartment...
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NolwazimadeherwaydownstairsandwalkedtoDean’sstudy.Sheknockedandtherewasno

replysoopenedthedoorandsawhimworkingonhisdesk.

Nolwazi:Whydidn’tyoureply?

Deanignoredherandcarriedonwithwhateverhewasdoing.Nolwazicouldtellthatsomething

wasbotheringhim.Shewasjustconfusedastowhatthethingwasandwhenitgothimtothis

point.Shewalkedovertohimandstoodbyhisdesk.

Nolwazi:Deanwhat’swrong?

Helookedatheranddidn’tsayanything.Shethenwalkedovertohimandturnedhischairso

shecouldsitonhislap.Shegavehimaconcernedlookandhesighed.

Dean:IbumpedintoNtsiki.

Nolwazikeptquiet.



Dean:Idon’tdowellwithannoyingexesNolwazi.WhenIendshit,Ileaveitatthat.

Nolwazi:Shewantsyouback?

Deangaveheralook.

Nolwazi:I’mjustasking.

Dean:SeethisistheshitIdon’tlike.

Nolwazijustlookedathim.

Dean:Youendarelationshipandtheykeepannoyingthefuckoutofyou.

Nolwazi:I’msureitwilldiedown.

Dean:Itbetter.

ShekeptquietandDeansighedheavily.

Dean:Anyway,enoughaboutthat.

Nolwazi:Imean,it’sobviouslybotheringyousoIcangiveyouyourspace.

Dean:DidIaskforspace?



Nolwazi:Youdon’thaveto.Iknowwhentobackoff.

Deanlookedatherandhisfacerelaxed.

Nolwazi:Idon’tstaywhenI’munwanted.

Dean:Youdon’tsay...

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Ineedtogetbacktomyhouseanyway.

Deanlookedathersharply.

Nolwazi:NooneisthereDean.

Dean:So?

Nolwazi:HaiIdon’tlikemyhouseempty.

Dean:Mxmgomakeyourselffoodandstoptalkingnonsense.

Hepushedherupandshestoodup.

Nolwazi:Whatareyouworkingon?



Dean:Nothing,wasjustcheckingoutsomestats.

Nolwazigrunted.Shedidn’tevenwanttodiscussworksoshemadeherwayoutofthestudy

andwalkedtothekitchentoseewhatDeanhadpreparedforsupper.

***

Sly:Richie.

Sly’sboyfriend,Richie,stoppedworkingonhislaptopandglancedatSly.

Slylookedathimintently,tryingnottoshowanysuspicion.

Richie:Yes,baby?

Slypouted.

Sly:You’vebeenworkingthewholeday.

Richie:BabyI’mworkingonabiggig.

SlysulkedandwalkedovertothecouchthatwasoppositetotheoneRichiewassittingon.

Richie:IpromiseI’llattendtoyoureveryneedonceI’mdone.

SlysankontheoppositecouchandRichiefocusedonhislaptopagain.Shesighedandlooked

athim...



“Thissonofabitchisdefinitelycheating,”shethoughttoherself,“I’veseenthistoomanytimes.

Uzonyalo.”

Shecarefullyplacedherfeetonthesmallcoffeetablenexttoher.Sheunbuttonedtheshirtshe

waswearing,whichwasRichie’s,andthenopeneditupandsatthere,lookingathim.

“Sonofabitch,”shethought.

Herbreastsshowedandshebegancaressingthemverygently.Sheclosedhereyesand

concentratedontheintensefeelingthatwascreepingup.Shemoanedquietlyandthenfocused

onhernipples,rubbingthemandpinchingthemallatthesametime.

Sherandownherrighthandtoherbellyandstrokedherselftenderly.

Shethenopenedupherlegsslightlyandplacedthathandonthetopofhercookie.Shebegan

toslowlytapthearea...Theotherhandcontinuedtorubhernipples,oneatatime.Shemoaned

loudlyandthenrandowntheotherhandaswell.Shebegantobrushherinnerthighsandsighed

quietlyasthewarmthofherhandssentlovelysensationsthroughherbody.Sheranherhands

alonghervaginaandthenopenedupherlegswider.Sheusedonehandtoopenuptheliningof

herlipsandtheotherhandbegantocarefullymassageherclit.Shegroanedloudlyasshe

stoppedfocusingontheclitandranherfingerupanddownherwalls.

Sly:Aahh...

Sheranthatbusyhanduptoherfaceandlickedit.Shesuckedonthefingersoseductivelythat

shebegantomoveherhipstoanunknownrhythm.Sherandownthathandagainandslida

verymoistandwetfingerin.

Sly:Ah!



Shesliditfurtherinandbitherbottomlipenchantingly.Sheslidinanotheroneandthen

moanedagain.Theotherhandwentuptoherbreastandcontinuedwhereitleftoff.Sheslid

thosefingersinandoutandgrindedslowly.

Sly:Fuck.

SheopenedhereyesandstaredrightbackatRichiewhosejawwaspracticallyonthefloor.He

lookedlikehewasevensalivating...

Slystaredathimasshecontinuedtoslidethosefingersinandout.

Shestoppedthatmotionandthenwentuptoherclit,notremovinghereyesfromRichie.

Sherubbedherswollenclitgentlyandletoutaslightcry.

Sly:Ah...

Sherubbeditevenmoreandthenrolledherhips.

Justasshewasabouttoincreasethepace,Richiethrewhislaptoptothesideandquickly

stoodupandtookoffhispants.Slyclosedhereyesandcontinuedtorubherself...

Withinseconds,Richiehadpickedherupandthrewheronthelongcouch,slamminginsideher...

***

Tholi:Areweleavingnow?



Mdulookedatherandsighed.

Mdu:Doyoumindifweleavetomorrow?

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:I’mexhausted.

Shelookedathimintently.Shewasalsotiredandcouldendureanother5hourdrive.

Mdu:Please?

Tholisighed.

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:Wait,areyouserious?

Shenodded.

Mdu:Okaythat’sgreat.Let’sgoeat.

Tholi:Doyouhavefoodhere?

Mdu:No,unfortunately.



Tholi:Oh.

Mdu:WetravelallthewaytoJohannesburgandallyouwanttodoiscook?

Tholigruntedandhechuckled.

Mdu:Okaythen.

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Youwanttocook?

Sheshruggedhershoulders.

Mdu:UthiniTholi?

Tholi:It’syourhouse...wellapartment...Sodowhateveryouwant.

Mdu:Hehelookatyoubeingspicy!

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Let’sgogetgroceriesthen.

Tholi:Andtoiletries.



Mdu:Yes,andtoiletries.

Tholi:Thanks.

Mdu:Asambeke.

Shestoodupfromthecouchandthenwalkedovertohim.

Mdu:Afteryou...

Sheledthewaytothedoorandtheywalkedoutandmadetheirwaytothecar,wheretheygotin

anddroveoff.
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MduandTholimadetheirwaytoSandtonCityandTholifrowned.

Mdu:Yini?

Tholishookherheadlightly.

Mdu:Wherewouldyouliketogetyourgroceries?

Tholi:PicknPayorWoolworths.

Mdunoddedandheledtheway.TheygottoWooliesandwalkedaround.



Tholi:Whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Mdu:I’mcravinglasagne.

Tholilookedathim.

Mdu:Youdoknowwhatlasagneis,right?

Tholi:Thatisrude.

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:What?PhelawhenItookyoutothatpastaplaceyouneededsaving.

Shegavehimasharplookbeforewalkingofftoanotheraisle.

Mdugruntedandwalkedtowhereshewas.Hehadtoremindhimselfthathewasdealingwith

anextremelysensitiveonehere.Hegottoherandshewassofocusedonpickingasaucethat

hestifledasmile.Shepretendedasifhewasn’tstandingnexttoher.Hernosewasflaringand

shewashuffingandpuffingsilently,tryingtoconcealheremotions.

Mdu:Tholi.

Shekeptquietandcontinuedtolookthroughthesauces.

Mdu:TholiIwasjokingman.



Shelookedathimsharply.

Tholi:Ididn’tfinditfunny.

Mdu:Tholibengidlala.Kantiawudlaliswanawena?

Tholi:Notifit’saninsult.

Mdu:Mxm.

Tholistaredathiminshockandhewalkedaway.Shestoodtherenotknowingwhattodo.Just

thensherememberedthatshewasfarfromhomeandsosherushedafterMdubutshe

couldn’tfindhim.Shebegantopanicassherushedthrougheachaislelookingforhim.

Sherushedovertothelastaisleandwasstartledwhenshebumpedintosomeoneveryroughly.

Tholi:Sorry!

HerentirebodyrelaxedwhensherealisedthatitwasMdu.Shesighedheavilyandhestaredat

herinconfusion.

Mdu:Whyareyoucrying?

Shetouchedherfaceandfeltthetears.Shedidn’tevenrealisethatshewascrying.Shewas

convincedthatMduleftherstranded.

Tholi:Ithoughtyouleftme.



Sheexhaleddeeply.

Mdu:WhywouldIleaveyou?

Tholi:Youseemedangrywhenyoustormedoff.

Mdu:Firstly,Ididn’t“storm”off,secondlyIwasn’tangryandlastly,Iwouldn’tleaveyou.

Shelookedathimanddidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Noteveryoneisouttogetyou.

Tholi:HowamIsupposedtoknowthat?

Mdu:YouthinkI’mbeinginsincere?

Shelookeddownandkeptquiet.Mduscratchedhisheadanddidn’tsayanything.

Tholiturnedandwalkedawayandhefollowedher.Theymadetheirwaybacktotheaislethey

wereinbeforeandthencarriedongettingallthethingstheyneeded.Tholigotsometoiletries

aswellandtheymadetheirwayout.

Mdu:Don’tyouneedsomethingtowear?

Tholishookherhead.



Tholi:I’llbefine.

Mdu:Areyousure?

Tholi:Yes.

Mdu:Alrightthen,let’sgetgoing.

Astheywerewalking,someoneyelledMdu’sname.

Mdu:JustwhenIthoughtwewouldn’tbumpintoanyone.

Tholi:Isheyourfriend?

Mdunoddedandtheystoppedwalkingandturned.Tholiheldherbreathasareallyreallygood

lookingguywalkedtowardsthem.SheglancedupatMduwhowasactuallystaringather.

Mdu:U-right?

Shenodded.

Mdu:Yaziiyadinalen-

Mdu’snoddingspeechwasdisturbedbytheguyashethrewhimselfatMdu.

Guy:Duzi!



HeandMdusharedahugandTholicouldtellthatMduwasn’ttoothrilledtoseehimforsome

oddreason.

Guy:How’sitbro?

Tholiallowedherselftoanalysethisguy.HewasthecompleteoppositeofMdusomehow,from

hisskintonetothepersonality.Theguywas“outthere”comparedtoMduwhowasn’tloudand

jolly.ButMduwasjollyinhisownway,shethought.

Mdu:Everythingalrightwithyou?

Guy:Listenman,I’mliving!

Mduchuckledlightlyandnodded.

Mdu:Aren’tweall.

TheguyturnedandlookedatTholifromheadtotoeinconfusion.Tholifeltextremelyself-

consciousafterthat.

Guy:Andthen?

Mdu:Andthenwhat?

Guy:Aren’tyougoingtointroducemetoyourfriendwhomIdon’tknow?

Mdusighed.



Mdu:Don’tworryaboutit.

TheguyeyedMduandraisedaneyebrow.

Guy:Hmkaymate.

Mdu:Listen,I’llseeyouaround.

Guy:Suresure.

Theyshookhandsandtheguyturnedandwalkedaway.Allthewhile,Tholistoodthere,tryingto

concealtheemotionsbrewinginher.Somethingaboutthatguy’sexpressionmadeherfeel

unworthysomehow.Hedidn’tevenknowhernamebutheseemedtohavealreadymadehis

judgements.

Mdu:Tholi.

ShequicklysnappedoutofitandlookedatMdu.

Mdu:Ngicelasambe.

Shenoddedtightlyandtheymadetheirwayoutandwalkedtothecar.Shehelpedhimputall

theplasticsinthebootthentheygotinandhedroveoff.

Shethoughtbacktohowtheguylookedatherandshefeltapiercingpaininhersystem.

“Aremyflawsreallythattransparenttopeople?”shethought,“ApersonIdon’tevenknowhas



leftmefeelingallkindsoflowrightnow.”

ShewasstartledwhenshefeltMdu’shandonhers.Shequicklysnappedoutofherthoughts

andlookedathim.

Mdu:Kuniningikhulumanawe.

Tholi:Sorry.

Helookedatherweirdly.

Mdu:U-shap?

Tholi:Ya.

ShemovedherhandandMdufocusedontheroadagain.

Afterawhiletheyfinallygotbacktohisapartment.

Tholi:DoyoumindifItakeashowerbeforecooking?

Mdu:Sure,youknowwherethebathroomis.

Tholi:Thanks.

Mdu:I’llunloadallofthesethings.



Tholi:Okay.

Mdugaveherthetoiletryshegotandshemadeherwaytothebathroom.Shetookoffher

jacketandshoesandthenrealisedthatshedidn’thaveatowel.Shelookedaroundandthere

wasonlyone,whichbelongedtoMdu.Shestoodthereforawhileandeventuallywalkedoutand

wenttothekitchenandfoundhimonhisphone.

Tholi:Uhmdoyoubyanychancehaveanextratowel?

Mdu:Thereareplentyinthecloset.

Tholi:CanIhaveone?

Mdu:Youknowwheremyclosetis.

TholinoddedandMducarriedonusinghisphone.Shewalkedbacktothebedroomandwentto

hiscloset.Shesawastackoftowelsinacornerandthentookone.Assheheldit,Mdu’sscent

filledherandsheshookherheadlightlyandclosedthecloset.Shemadeherwaybacktothe

bathroom...Shelookedaroundandmarvelledathowneatandwell-puttogethereverythingwas.

Heseemedtobeanextremelyorganisedpersonbecausehisclosetwasarrangedaccordingto

colourandhisbathroomseemednew.Shecouldn’thelpbutopenallofhisbathroomshelves.

Everythingwasinorderthereaswell.

Shestoppedbeingnosyandthentookoffthemaxidressshewaswearing...

Shegotintheshowerandwincedasthehotwatertouchedherbody.Suddenlyshefeltso

exhausted...

Shefinishedupandthendriedherself.Shelotionedherselfandputonthedressshehadbeen

wearing.Shecleanedupthebathroomandthenwalkedout,stillabitexhaustedbutfresh



enoughtocookupastorm.

Whenshegottothekitchen,Mduwasnotthereandhewasn’tintheloungeaswell.Insteadof

stressing,sheallowedherselftoletgoandfocusonwhatsheloved,whichwascooking.

Overanhourlater,shefeltherselfrelaxandbecomeslightlyhappy.Shewasinherownbubble

atthispoint.

SheheardthedoorunlockandMduwalkedin.

Mdu:Welllookiehere.

Sheglancedathimasshefinisheduplayeringthelasagne.Sheputitintheovenandthen

turnedtolookathim.

Mdu:I’mshockedyouhaven’tburntthehouse.

Tholi:Veryfunny.

SherolledhereyesandMdulookedatherintently.

Shegrabbedaglassofwaterandtookasip.

Mdu:WellI’mback.

Tholididn’tsayanythingeventhoughshewantedtoaskhimwhyheleftherherewithouttelling

her.



Mdu:Igotyoupyjamas.

Hewalkedovertoherandhandedherapaperbag.Shelookedinitandsureenough,therewere

pyjamasthere.

Tholi:Youdidn’thaveto.

Mdu:ButIdid.

Shefrowned.

Tholi:Thankyou.

Mdusmiled.

Mdu:NowIneedashower...

Tholinodded.

Mdu:WillthefoodbereadybythetimeI’mdone?

Tholi:Dependsonhowfastyouare.

Mdu:Ohno,I’mveryslow...

HestaredatherforawhileandTholitriednottoshowherdiscomfort.



Mdu:I’maslow-pacedpersonbynature.

TherewasanawkwardsilenceandthenTholiclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Ifthat’sthecasethenI’msurethefoodwillbeready.

Mdu:Good.

HewalkedoffandTholipouredherselfanotherglassofwater.
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JustasTholihadfinishedcuttingupthelasagne,Mduwalkedtothekitcheninsweatpantsand

at-shirt.

Mdu:Everythingdone?

Tholiwasabouttonod.

Mdu:Haibonjalo.

Sherolledhereyes.

Mdu:Smellsgood.



Tholistifledasmile.

Mdu:Haveyousetthetable?

Tholi:NoIthoughtw-

Mdu:Thoughtwhat?

Tholi:Ithoughtwe’djusteat.

Mdudismissedherandthenopenedupacupboardandtookoutnapkinsandplates.

Mdu:MymomwouldkillmeifI“justate.”

Tholi:Really?

Mdunodded.

Mdu:Propermealsareeatenatthetable.

Shekeptquietandjustwentalongwiththeflow.Theysetthetabletogetherandoncetheywere

doneshewenttogetthefood.SheputeverythingonthetableandthenMdufetchedthejuice.

TheysatdownandTholidishedupforhimandherself.

ShewasabouttoeatwhenMdugrabbedherhandsandbowedhishead.Shelookedathim

weirdly.



Mdu:Forgoodfoodandthosewhoprepareit,forgoodfriendswithwhomtoshareit,wethank

youLord.Amen.

Tholi:Amen.

Heletgoofherhandsandbeganeating.Tholiwasstillstaringathim.

Mdu:What?

Tholishookherheadlightly.

Tholi:Nothing.

Mdu:SurprisedIpray?

Shegavehimaweirdlookandnodded.

Mdu:HaishameyoureallythinkI’mevilneh?

Tholi:Well...

Mdu:Wellwhat?

Tholi:Nothing.



Mduchuckledashebeganeating.Heswallowedandthensmiled.

Mdu:Thelasagnetastesgreat.

Tholi:Really?

Shefelthercheeksflushashenoddedanddelvedinagain.Shealsobeganeating.Within

minutesMduhadfinishedhisportion.Heputouthisplateandlookedatherexpectantly.She

stoppedeatingandthendishedupforhim.

Mdu:Ngiyabonga.

Tholinodded.

Mdu:You’rereallynotagoodcommunicator,areyou?

Tholi:Excuseme?

Mdu:Youstrugglewithcommunicating.

Tholi:Goodtoknow.

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Yetyouarefeisty.

Tholilookedathimandraisedaneyebrow.



Tholi:I’mnotfeisty.

Mdu:Yes,youare.

Tholi:No,Iamnot.

Mdu:YouobviouslyhaveadifferentperspectiveofyourselfthanIdo.

Tholi:Yourperspectivedoesn’tmatter.

Mdu:Hehe.

Tholitookasipofherdrink.

Mdu:Wantmetotellyouthefacts?

Tholi:Facts?

Mduclearedhisthroatandlookedatherintently.

Mdu:Ithinkyou’reamuchbruisedindividual.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Thepeopleinyourlifehavereallyfuckedyouup.



Shelookedaway.

Mdu:Ineverjudgeabookbyitscover...

Sheswallowedherfoodandstoodup.

Mdu:Uyaphi?

Shelookedaroundandthenwalkedawayandmadeherwaytothebedroom.Mdufollowedher

andthenfoundherinthebathroom,rinsingherface.Hestoodbythedoorandwatchedasshe

wipedherface.Shewalkedtothedoorandtriedgettingoutbutheblockedherway.

Tholi:Mdu,please.

Mdu:Canwefinishourfoodwithoutyoutakingthingspersonal?

Tholi:HowcanInotwhenyoumakeeverythingpersonal?

Mdu:SowhatwouldyouratherIsay?

Tholi:Idon’tknow.

Mdu:YourealisethateverythingIsay,affectsyousomehow?

Tholi:Ijust...



Shesighedheavily.

Mdu:Tellmeexactlyhowyoufeel.

Shelookedathimandtheystoodinsilenceforawhile.

Tholi:Ifeellikethere’sabigelephantintheroom.

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Titi?

Tholilaughedquietly,notrealisingwhatsheactuallysaid.

Tholi:Notthatelephant.

TheylaughedquietlyandMdubecameseriousagain.

Mdu:What’sbotheringyou?

Tholi:Mdu,Iruinedyoursister’slife.

Mdukeptquiet.

Tholi:Yourentirefamilyresentsme.



Shelookedathimpleadingly.

Tholi:Andyoutoldmeyouhatemeaswell.

Mdu:What?WhendidIsayIhateyou?

Tholi:InDundee.

Mdu:Haikenowyouarelying.

Tholi:Yousaidyouwantedtodestroyme!

Mdu:Youarecrazywena,whyareyoulying?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:IsaidIwanttodestroyyourmarriage.

Tholiwalkedpassedhimandthenwenttothebedroomandsatontheedgeofthebed.Mdusat

nexttoher.

Tholi:Idon’tevenknowwhatI’mdoinghere.

Mdu:There’snoharminadmittingthatyouwanttobehere.

Tholi:Isthisyourwayofdestroyingmymarriage?



Mdu:Yourmarriagewasoverthedayitbegan.

Shelookedathimsadlyandlaughed.

Tholi:Shit.

Mdulookedatherweirdlyandshebeganlaughingloudly...

Mdu:Tholi?

Shelaugheduncontrollablyandevenheldherstomach.

Mdu:Uhm?

ShelaughedhystericallyandMdugrabbedherasthehystericallaughingturnedintohysterical

crying.

Mdu:Hey.

ShecriedsopainfullythatevenMdu,whowasnowusedtohertears,wastakenabackthistime.

Thedepthofthesetearsseemedabittoorealandpainful...Likeshehadbeenholdingthemin

foraverylongtime...

Allhecoulddowasholdherinsteadofcalmingherdownbecausetherewasnocalmingher.

Sheneededtoletitallout...whatever“it”was...

ShestartedshakingreallybadlyandMduwasn’tsureifshewashavingapanicattackorwhat.



Sheshuthereyesandquiveredpainfully.

Mdu:Tholi?

Hetriedtorepositionhersoshecouldlieonthebed.ShecontinuedtoshiverfuriouslyandMdu

triedtellinghertocalmdownbutshewouldn’t...FromhisexperiencewithNolwazi,heknewthat

thiswaseitherapanicoranxietyattack.

Afteraverylongtimesheeventuallycalmeddownandlaythere.Mduwipedherfacewitha

towelandshelookedathim.

Tholi:I’mtiredMdu.

Mdunoddedlightlyandsheclosedhereyesandshortlyafter,shefellintoadeepsleep.

Mduwalkedoutofthebedroomfeelingslightlytraumatised.Hepacedaroundtheloungeand

thenwenttothekitchenandgrabbedsomeofhisstoredwhiskey.Hethenwenttothebalcony

andfeltmuchbetterwhenthenight’sbreezefilledhim.Hestoodthereforaverylongtimeand

thenmadehiswaybackinsidethelounge.Hewenttothetableandclearedthefoodupand

thenwenttoswitchontheTV.Hethrewhimselfonthecouchandwentthroughdifferent

channelsabsentmindedly.

Hefeltextremelyuncomfortable.Hewasfeelingveryweirdandhecouldn’treallyputhisfinger

onthisfeeling.Hewenttothekitchenandtookthebottleofwhiskeyandthenwentbacktothe

loungeandbegandowningit.HeputitdownandcontinuedtowatchTV.

Hefeltsomethingtaphimlightlybuthedismissedit.

Ittappedhimagainandhegroaned.



Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:Mdu.

Shetappedhimagain.

Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:Mdu.

Shetappedhimonceagainandhefinallyopenedhiseyes.Hesawherstandingoverhim.He

blinkedacoupleoftimesandshelookeddownathim.

Tholi:Youcan’tsleephere.

Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:Wakeupandgotobed.

Mduclosedhiseyesagainandtookadeepbreath.Hewasabitconfused.Hetriedtorecall

whathappened.

Tholi:Mduduzi!

Mdu:YiniTholi?

Hegroanedandlookedather.



Tholi:Getup.

Mdu:Whattimeisit?

Tholi:Justaftermidnight.

Mdu:Gobacktosleep.

Tholi:Ngiphelelweubuthongo.Gotobed.

Mdu:WhythefuckwouldIletyousleeponafuckencouch?

Tholi:Watchyourlanguage!

Mdu:Fuckoff.

Tholi:Mdu!

ShegaspedandMdugrunted.

Mdu:Whattimeisit?

Tholigruntedannoyingly.

Mdu:Thefuckareyougruntingfor?



Tholi:Soit’sokayforyoutogrunt?Justgetupandgotobedforfuckssake!

Mdu:No.

Tholi:Wait,wereyoudrinking??

Shereachedfortheemptywhiskeybottlethatwasonthefloorandgasped.

Tholi:Youfinishedthisbottle??

Mdu:Whydoyoucare?

Tholi:BecausewehavetodrivebacktoDurbantoday!

Mdu:YouandyourDurban.MxmsukamanTholi,you’retoweringovermelikeadamnshadow.

Hereachedoutandpushedhertothesidebutsomehowshelostherbalanceandended

collapsingontopofhimashelaythere.

Tholi:Youdrunkard!Youshouldbeashamedofyourself!

Mduhadalreadywrappedhisonearmaroundhersotherewasnoescaping.

Tholi:Youreekofalcohol.Letgoofme!



Mduchuckledlazilyanddrunkenly.

Mdu:You’rethereasonIdrankinthefirstplace.I’mstilltraumatisedbyyourlittleepisode.

Tholi:Mxm.

Mdu:Heehsowuthimxmkimimanje?

TholitriedwigglingbutMdudidn’tletgoofher.

Mdu:Whydoyoukeepfightingmeyetyoudon’tfightthepeopleyouareactuallysupposedto

fightinyourlife?

Shestoppedandlookedathimbuthehadhiseyesclosed...Obviouslystilldrunk.

Mdu:Like,fuck,I’moutherebeingniceandshitbutyou’reshittingonme.Gofightthepeople

you’remeanttofight.

Shetriedmovingbuthewasstillholdingherwaisttight.

Mdu:I’mprobablytheonlyonewholovesyouanyway.

Herbodytensedupandshestaredathim.

Mdu:Eventriedtocreateacomfortablespaceforyoutobeyourself.

Hesighedheavilyandloosenedhisgriponher.



Mdu:Idon’tjudgeyou...Surelythatcountsforsomething...

Shestaredathimandwithinminuteshedozedoffagain.

Shecarefullygotupfromhimandthentookthebottlethatwasonthefloor.Shewalkedtothe

kitchenandthrewitaway.Shethenwalkedtothebedroomandgotablanketandwentbackto

theloungeandplaceditonhim.SheswitchedofftheTVandlightsandthenmadeherwayto

thebedroom.

INSERT62(Couldn’tedit)

Aftermuchtossingandturning,Nolwazigotupandsatontheedgeofthebed.Shetouchedher

chestandswallowedhard.Shefeltaterribleburningsensationinherchestanditmadehervery

uncomfortable.Shestrokedherthroatandthensighedheavily.

Deanturnedandfacedherdirectionsleepily.

Dean:Yini?

Nolwazi:Heartburn.

Dean:Drinkmilk.

Nolwazi:Don’tyouhaveheartburnmedication?

Dean:Idon’tgetthatshit.



Heturnedaroundanddozedoffagain.Nolwazistoodupandthenmadeherwaydownstairs.

Shepouredherselfaglassofmilkandthenwenttotheloungeandsatthere,switchingonthe

TV.Shewentthroughdifferentchannelsandendedupwatchingthefoodnetwork.

Shechuckledasherstomachgrowledandthenstoodupandwenttogetherselfapacketof

cashewnuts.Shewalkedbacktotheloungeandsankonthecouch,andcontinuedtowatch.

Dean:Nolwazi.

SheturnedherheadandsawDeanstandingbythestairs.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Hewalkedovertotheloungeandthensatnexttoher.

Nolwazi:Iwokeyouup?

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Shame.

Shefinishedchewingthelastbitofhernutsandthenfocusedonthescreen.

Dean:Uqaleniniukwenzalento?

Nolwazi:What?



Dean:WakeupinthemiddleofthenightandwatchTV.

Nolwazi:Ihadheartburn.

Dean:Feelingbetter?

Shefrowned.

Nolwazi:Ya.

Dean:Hmkay.

Hesankonthecouchandshegotclosertohimandcuddled.

Dean:Ngathiuzohlupha.

ShechuckledandtheywatchedTVtogetherbutwithinminutes,Deanhadalreadydozedoff

again.Nolwaziwatchedeagerly...Somehowshefoundittherapeutic...Somethingaboutthat

womanbusywhippingeggsandtalkingtotheaudience,madeherfeelatease...

Eventuallyshedozedoff.

***

ThenextmorningshefeltDean’scoldlipsonhersandshefrowned.

Dean:Akuvukwe.



Nolwazi:Hmm!

Deanbitherbottomlipgentlyandsheturnedherheadandopenedhereyes.Thesunlighthither

eyesandshegroanedpainfully.

Dean:WakeupNolwazi.

Sheshookherheadandclosedhereyesagain.Deanwasstandingandtoweringoverher...She

didn’tevenknowhowsheendedupbackinbed.

Dean:I’mnotlettingyousleeptoday.VukaNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Ang’funi.

Shegroanedandsuddenlyshefelthimpullherupandwithinsecondsshewasstandingup.

Nolwazi:Whatthehell?

Dean:You’regoingtojogwithme.

Sheopenedhereyesandlookedathim.

Nolwazi:Idon’thavetimeforthis.

Dean:NeitherdoI.



Nolwazi:UngenweyiniDean?

ShewasabouttothrowherselfbackonthebedwhenDeanheldher.

Dean:Uh-uh.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Hecarriedhertothebathroomandthenmadehersitonthetoiletseat.Hetookoffthet-shirt

shewaswearingandthenmadeherputonherbra.Hethenmadeherputonanothert-shirtof

his.

Dean:Thankfully,youhaveyogapantsandapairofrunningshoeshere.

Nolwazitriedgettingupbuthegaveheralook.Hewalkedtothebedroomandminuteslater

camebackwithNolwazi’sleggingsandrunningshoes.Hemadeherdressupandthenledher

tothebasin.

Dean:Brushyourteeth.

Nolwazi:Deanwh-

Dean:I’mnotgoingtorepeatmyself.

Shelookedathimfromheadtotoeandrealisedthathewasallready.Shegruntedandthen

brushedherteethandrinsedherface.

Dean:Good.



Hegrabbedherarmandledheroutofthebathroomandbedroomanddownstairs.Theygotto

thekitchenandhegaveherashake.

Dean:Drinkup.

Nolwazipulledaface.

Dean:It’saproteinshake.

Nolwazi:Idon’tcare.

Dean:Youwantmetoforceitdownyourthroat?

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shetooktheglassandthentookasip.

Dean:ThisisnotamilkshakeNolwazi.

Sherolledhereyesandtriedtofinishitup.

Dean:Good.

HedisappearedforawhileandNolwazisatonahighstoolandregrettedevercomingtoDean’s

house.



Dean:Asambe.

Nolwazi:Whattimeisit?

Dean:You’reworriedaboutirrelevantthings.Woza.

Shestoodupandfollowedhimoutofthehouse.Thesecondthesunhither,sheexclaimed.

Nolwazi:Yohangeke.

ShewasabouttoturnbackwhenDeanpulledherandshebeganlaughing.

Nolwazi:Dean,please!

Shetriedgoingbacktothehousebuthepulledherandheldher.Theystoodthereforawhile,

laughingwhileNolwazitriedtoturnaround.TheytackledforawhileandDeanchuckled.

Dean:AwumemanNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttojog!

Shestoppedtryingtoturnbackandthensighedheavily.

Dean:We’lltaketheshorterandeasierroute.

Nolwazi:Argh.



Theymadetheirwayoutoftheyardandbegantojogslowly.

Nolwazi:Mybreastsareslappingmyface.

Deanglancedatherandlaughed.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Theyjoggedforabout15minutesandjustasNolwazithoughttheyweredone,shesawthem

approachaverysteeproad.

Nolwazi:Hellno!

Dean:Wehaven’tevendoneanything.

Nolwazi:We’vebeenjoggingforoveranhournowDean!

Dean:Haisuka.

Nolwazilookedatthesteeproad.

Nolwazi:Haiifheavenhadapathway,thiswouldbeit.

Deanpulledherandtheyjoggedup.



Dean:Thekeyisnottostop.

Shehuffedandpuffedandforsomeoddreason,shefeltveryuncomfortable.Herbreathwas

tooshortforherliking.

Nolwazi:DeanIfeeldizzy.

Deanglancedatheranddidn’tsayanything.

Shetriedtokeepquietandfocusonherbreathingbutsuddenly,hernosebegantoitchreally

badly.

Nolwazi:I’mnotfeelingwellDean.

Deanignoredherwhining.

Herfacestartedtofeelveryhotandcompressed.Sheimmediatelystoppedjoggingandthen

bentdownabit.Shestartedcoughingandscratchinghernosefuriously.Deanstoppedjogging

aswellandthenwalkedovertoher.

Dean:You’rebeingdramatic.

Nolwazicoughedsomemoreandfelthernosegetmorecongested.

Dean:Lwazi.

Heheldherandshebalancedherselfonhim.



Heronearmbegantofeelitchyandshescratchedit.

Dean:Whatthefuckiswrongwithyoureyes?

Nolwazi:Dean!

Shecougheduncontrollablyasshefeltherchesttightenandbothherarmsbegantofeelhot

andextremelyitchy.

Deanquicklysecuredherinhisbackandthenrandownthesteeproad.

Nolwazimoanedasshefeltthepaininherchestintensify.

TheyfinallygottothehouseandhegrabbedhiscarkeysandNolwazi’sbagthatcontainedher

medicalaidcardandotheressentials.Hethenputherinthecaranddroveoutoftheyard.

Nolwaziwasnowbreathingheavily.

Dean:Canyoutalk??

Atthispointshecouldn’teventalkbecausehertonguehadalsoswelledup.

About10minuteslatertheygottothehospitalandNolwazi’sfacewasallswollen.

Theytookhertotheemergencyroomandthedoctorwalkedinandtookaquickglanceather.

Doctor:She’shavinganallergyreaction.



Nurse:ShouldIgetAntihistamineorEpinephrine?

Doctor:Epinephrine

ThenursedisappearedandthedoctorlookedatDean,wholookedshaken.

Doctor:Whatdidsheeat?

Dean:When?

Doctor:Didsheeatanythingunusual?Somethingshe’snotusedto?

BeforeDeancouldreply,thenursecamebackwithwhatthedoctoraskedforandthedoctor

lookedatNolwazi,whoseemedlikeshewasdying.

Doctor:I’mabouttoinjectashotofEpinephrineintoyoursystem.It’samedicineusedtotreat

severeallergyreactions.

Dean:Justdoitforfuckssake!

Doctor:I’mfollowingproceduresir.

Thedoctorwasascoolasacucumber.HeinjectedthemedicineintoNolwaziandthenlooked

atDean.

Doctor:Thiswillrelaxhermusclesandpreventherbloodpressurefromgettinganylower.



DeanlookedatNolwaziworriedly.

Doctor:Let’sgiveitsometime,she’llbefine...

***

Nolwazilaythereandlookedatthedoctor.

Nolwazi:IthoughtIwasdying.

Thedoctorsmiledkindlyandnodded.

Doctor:Sothisisthefirsttimesomethinglikethishashappened?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Doctor:Howdidyoufeel?

Nolwazi:IfeltmychesttightenupandIcouldn’tbreatheproperly.

Dean:Youstartedcoughingandscratchingyourself.

Nolwazinodded.

Doctor:Canyourecallwhatyouate?



Nolwazi:Normalfood...

Doctor:Anythingoutoftheordinary?

Nolwazishookherheadandtriedtothinkback.

Nolwazi:LastnightIatenuts.

Doctor:Nutsareverycommonwhenitcomestoallergies.

Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:I’mdefinitelynotallergictothem.

Dean:Sheeatsthemeveryday.

Doctor:Thenwhatelsedidyoueat?

Nolwazishruggedhershoulders.

Nolwazi:Nothing.Ihaven’teatenatallthismorning.

Dean:Shehadaproteinshake.

Doctor:Wasitjustaplainshake?



Dean:Itwaswheyprotein.

Doctornodded.

Dean:Iblendeditwithnuts,greenappleslicesandhalfanavocado.

ThedoctorlookedatNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Ihaven’thadanavocadosinceIwasreallyyoung.

Doctor:Hmm.

DeanlookedatNolwaziguiltily.

Thedoctorchuckled.

Doctor:Ithinkwe’vefoundourculprit.

Nolwazi:SoI’mallergictoavo?

Doctor:Itcouldbe.Howsoondidthesymptomsbeginafteryoudranktheshake?

Dean:About20minutesintothejog.

Doctornodded.



Doctor:I’mnotsureifit’sanallergyoracaseofintolerance.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandwasjustthankfulthatshewasokay.

Doctor:Iwilldiscusshowwewillmoveforwardwiththis...

Nolwazi:Okay.

Doctor:Ineedtoruntestsonyourblood.Hopefullythepressurehasstabilised.

Nolwazisighedandnodded.

Doctor:Willbeback...

Nolwazi:Okay.

HewalkedoutandDeanstoodupandwentovertothebedandtouchedhercheek.

Dean:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:I’mgladyouwerethere.Icouldhavedied.

Deankeptquiet.Hefeltquiteguilty.

Nolwazi:Don’tworryaboutit.



Sheclosedhereyesandtheysatinsilenceforaverylongtime.

Afterawhiletheyheardthedoctorcomebackin.

Doctor:Alrightthen...

Heopenedherfileandnodded.

Doctor:Yourbloodpressureisstillquitelow...

Nolwazilookedathim.

Doctor:Youneedtorestafterthis...

Nolwazigrunted.

Doctor:Iwantyoutotrynon-prescribedmedicinesfirstbeforedependingonanythingserious.

Thisisyourfirsttimehavingsuchareactionafterallsowecan’tgocrazy.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Doctor:Ineedyoutodrinklotsandlotsoffluidsmoreespeciallywater.

Nolwazi:Ihearyou.

Doctor:Alrightthen...



Dean:Isthatit?

Thedoctorclearedhisthroatandlookedatthemintently.

Doctor:Notquite...

Nolwazi:Isthereaproblem?

Doctor:Notatall...

NolwaziandDeanlookedathimandhelookedatthenurseandtheyexchangedsmiles.

Doctor:Itseemsthere’salittleonegrowinginthere.

NolwazifrownedandlookedatDeanwhoalsoseemedconfused.

Doctor:CongratulationsareinorderMrsButhelezi.

Theworldmayhavestoppedmovingforawhile.

INSERT63(Couldn’tedit)

Tholiwokeupjustasthesuncameup.Shesatontheedgeofthebedforawhile,tryingto

gatherherthoughts.Shehadn’tsleptatallsinceacoupleofhoursagowhenMdusaidheisthe

“onlyonewholovesher.”Shekepttossingandturning,replayingthewholethinginherhead.



Shegotupandmadethebedandthenwenttothebathroomtotakeashower.Shecouldn’t

waittogethomeandbebyherself.Heranxietylevelswereskyhigh...

Shedriedandlotionedherselfandthengotdressed.Shecleanedupthebathroomandthen

walkedbacktothebedroomandtohersurpriseMduwasnowlayingthereonhisstomach.She

lookedathimforawhileandthenwalkedoutofthebedroomandmadeherwaytothekitchen.

Shelookedaroundandtriedtothinkofwhatshewouldmakeforbreakfast.Herstomach

growledandsherememberedthatshedidn’tfinishupdinnerlastnightbecauseofthatlittle

episodeshehad.

Sheallowedherthoughtstotrailoffasshebeganpreparingameal.Shefirstmadepeanut

butterandchocolatechippancakesandthenbakedabananaloafaswell.Shethenmade

wrapsfilledwithbacon,eggs,lettuceandavo.Justasshewaspreparingsomeicedcoffee,she

lookedupandwasstartledtoseeMdusittingonthehighstool.

Shebecameabitdisorientedbyhispresenceandjustashewasaboutsaysomething,she

quicklyswitchedontheblendingmachineandtheloudnoisefilledtheroom.Shefocusedon

theicedcoffeeforoveraminuteandthenstoppedtheblender.

ShelookedupandMduwaslookingatherblankly.

Tholi:Goodmorning.

Mdu:Morning.

Shecarriedonwheresheleftoffandthencleanedupthekitchen.Onceeverythingwasready,

Mdustoodupandwalkedovertowhereshewas.

Mdu:Letmehelpyou.

Tholi:No,don’ttouchthosewraps.



Mdulookedather.

Tholi:Bamba,pourallthisicedcoffeeinthisjug.

Mdu:Okay.

Shegavehimtheblenderandhedidashewastold.Shewalkedovertowherethefoodwasand

dishedupproperly.

Mdu:Youdon’thavetosetthetable.

Tholiglancedathim.

Mdu:Unlessyouwantto.

Tholi:It’syourapartment.

Mdufinishedpouringtheicedcoffeeandshetooktheblenderandcleaneditup.

Tholi:There’syourfood.

Mdu:Thanks.

Mdutookhisplateandglassandwalkedtothelounge.Hesatonthecouch,switchedontheTV

anddelvedin.Tholistoodthereandfeltoffendedforsomeoddreason.Therewassomething

coldabouttheatmosphere.Shedecidedthatshewouldn’tsitinthelounge,justtoavoidany

tension.ShewasnowconvincedthatMduwasmadathersomehow.



Shetookherplateandglassandthensatonahighstool.Sheplayedwithherfoodforawhile

buteventuallystartedtoeatbecauseshewashungryafterall.Asshewaseating,Mduwalked

frombehindherandwalkedaroundthecounter.

Mdu:Aretheremorewraps?

Tholi:Yes.

SherepliedquietlyandMdusawthemandgrabbedthembeforewalkingaway.Shefeltthetears

wellupbutmanagedtoholdthemin.

Mduwalkedovertothekitchenagainafterawhileandputtheplatesinthesink.

Mdu:Thanks.

TholinoddedlightlyandMduwalkedaway.Sherubbedhereyesfuriouslyandstooduptogo

washthedishes.Shedidn’tunderstandwhyhewasmadather.Hewastheonewhothrewa

bombather...

Afterawhile,shefinishedupcleaningthekitchenandthenwenttotheloungeandcleanedup

thereaswell.Shetooktheblanketandfoldeditproperlyandthenplaceditonthetable.She

thenbeganvacuumingthewholearea.Allthiscleaningwasnotenoughtodistractherfromher

thoughts.Aftershewasdoneshetooktheblanketandthenwalkedtothebedroomandputitin

thecloset.Assheclosedthecloset,shesquealedinshock.

Mdustoodrightnexttoher.

Hereyespoppedoutwhenshesawhisbarechest.Everythingseemedtobeinslowmotionat

thispoint.



Hereyesdrifteddowntohiswellbuilttorso...Somesprinklesofwaterspreadonhisabsandhis

skinlookedtoomajestic...

Hereyesdriftedfurtherdownandshefeltherbreathgetslightlyshorter.Shestaredatthetwo

musclelinesthatformedanunforgettableV...

Mdu:Tholi.

Thosehardlinesledfurtherdowntohisgroin...ThatVlookedgodly...Hemusthaveworked

veryhardtoachievesuchresults,shethought.

Mdu:Tholakele.

Shequicklysnappedoutofitandthencoveredhermouthinshock.Shewasshockedatherself

forallowingherthoughtstobesowrong.

Mdu:Areyouokay?

Shelookedathimandhelookedatherveryseriously.

Hewalkedclosertoher.Herfeetdefeatedher.Shestoodexactlywhereshewas.

Mdu:Areyouokay?

Tholi:Youaremadatme.

Mduwasstilllookingatherseriously.Hisjawwaseventightened.



Mdu:Whoismadatyou?

Asmuchasshefeltintimidated,shecouldn’tmove.

Tholi:You.

Mdu:YouthinkI’mmadatyou?

Tholi:Imaybestupid,butIknowwhensomeoneismadatme.

Mduinhaleddeeplyandstaredather.

Tholi:You’redifferentthismorning.

Mdu:How?

Tholi:You’recold.

Mdu:I’mcold?

Shewasabouttonodwhenshestopped.

Tholi:Yes.

Mdu:Andyoudon’tlikeitwhenI’mlikethis?



Shelookedathimpleadingly.

Mdu:Ngiyabuza.

Tholi:You’veneverbeencoldtome.

Mdu:Isee...

Hekeptquietandtheystoodthereforawhile.

Tholi:DidIdoanythingwrong?

Mdu:Ucabanganiwena?

Tholi:Idon’tknow.

Mdu:DoIhaveanyreasontobecoldtoyou?

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Tholi.

Tholi:No.

Mdu:Manje?



Tholi:Angazi.

Mdu:Doespaintingmeinanegativelightmakeyoufeelbetter?

Tholi:Iwasn’t-

Shestoppedtalkingandjustlookedathim.

Mdu:Doesit?

Tholi:I’msorry.

Mdusteppedevencloser.

Tholi:Mdu.

Mdu:Hmm?

Shecouldn’tstopstaringathim,asterrifyingasitwas.Hetookanotherstepandshelookedat

himpleadingly.Onemorestepandhisbodywouldbetouchinghers.

Tholi:Please.

Mdu:Ucelani?



Shetriedsayingsomethingbutwordsfailedher.Theonlythingfunctioninginherbodywasher

heart...Itwasbeatingsofastthatshecouldfeelitinherears.

Mdu:WhywouldIbemadatyou?

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:HowwouldIevengettothatpoint?

Shefeltherlipstrembleverylightlyandshebitthem.

Mdu:I’mjuststressed.

Helookedsointentlyatherthatshefeltlikehewastryingtoriphersoulout.Sheclearedher

throatandswallowedhard.

Tholi:Why?

Mdu:WhyamIstressed?

Shenodded.

Mdu:BecauseI’mtryingtofigureouthowtogetmyfamilytoseeyouthewayIseeyou.

Shebreathedheavilyashetookthatlaststep.

Thesecondtheirbodiestouched,herkneesdefeatedherandMduheldherbythewaistand



pressedheragainstthecloset.Sheexhaledloudlyandplacedherhandsonhisfirmarms.

Mdu:Areyouokay?

Tholi:Mduyouintimidateme.

Sheheardhimchuckleclosetoherearandherbodytensedup.Helookedatherandshewas

shockedtoseehowrelaxedhisfacewasnow.Hesmiledwarmlyandherbodyrelaxedjusta

littlebit.Itwaslikegoingthrougharollercoaster.

Mdu:Idon’tmeanto.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:HaveIeverharmedyou?

Sheshookherhead.

Mdu:Manje?

Shedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Yabonaukuthiyoulikeseeingmeinanegativelight?

Tholi:No.

Mdu:Hmm?



Shegruntedandhechuckledquietly.

Mdu:Relax.

Tholi:Iam.

Mdu:No,relax.

Tholi:I-

HeloweredhisfaceuntiltheirnosestouchedandTholiheldinherbreath.

Tholi:I-

ShebreathedlightlyandMdusmiled.

Mdu:I’mlistening.

Sheinvoluntarilyclosedhereyesandfelthottearsrushdownhercheeks.Shewasn’teven

awareofheremotionsatthispoint.Shewasn’tcryingpersay.

Shefelthimplacehischeekonhercheekandhestrokedhergently.

Mdu:UthiniTholi?



Shejustbreathedinandoutanddidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:I’mnotmadatyou,okay?

Shewasabouttonodwhenhegrunted.

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:I’llneverbemadatyou...

Sheheldherbreathashebroughthisfacebackupagainandtheirnosestouched.

Justasshewasabouttoexhale,Mduletgoofherandshequicklysnappedoutofit.Shelooked

athiminconfusion.

Mdu:Nowpleaseexcuseme.Ineedtogetdressed.

Tholistoodthere,notcomprehendinganything.

Mdu:Haike.

Hegrabbedherarmandpulledher...Heledheroutofthebedroomandthenclosedthedoor.

Tholistoodthere,dumbstrucktothecore.

INSERT64(Couldn’tedit)



TherewasapossibilitythatbothNolwaziandDeanmayhavediedforacoupleofminutesand

camebacktoearthfeelingveryconfusedandoutoftheloop.

Doctor:MrsButhelezi?

Dean:She’sMs.Dumakude.

ThedoctorlookedatDeanandfrownedinconfusion.

Doctor:But-

Deanshothimalookandthedoctorquicklynippeditinthebud.

Doctor:Ms.

HeclearedhisthroatandglancedatDeanuncomfortably.

Doctor:Ms.Dumakude,congratulationsareinorder.

ItseemedlikeNolwaziwasstillnotbackonearth.Deantouchedherhandandsqueezedit

lightly,hopingthatshewouldcomeback.

Nolwazi:How?

Doctor:WhatdoyoumeanMrs-Ms-



Thedoctortookadeepbreath.

Doctor:Whatdoyoumean,ma’am?

Nolwazi:How?

ThedoctorglancedatDeaninconfusion.ItwasnowclearthatNolwaziwasnotaddressing

anyoneinparticular.Shewasjustmurmuringtoherself.

Dean:Howfaralongisshe?

Thedoctorglancedatthefile.

Doctor:Threeweeks.

Deansighedverydeeply,likehewassuddenlyexposedtoairafteralongtime,andthedoctor

lookedathimweirdly.

Nolwazi:Buthow?

BothDeanandthedoctorlookedatNolwazi.

Nolwaziblinkedacoupleoftimesandthenstaredatthedoctor.

Nolwazi:IthoughtIcouldn’tconceive.

Doctor:Howdidyoucometothatconclusion?



Shekeptquiet.

Doctor:Whoisyourregistereddoctor?

Nolwazi:DoctorSmith.

Doctor:Ahhhe’sagoodfriendofminethatone...

Deanshottheoldwhitemanalookandhesighed.

Doctor:InabilitytoconceiveisonlydetectedbyaregistereddoctorsounlessDoctorSmith

thoroughlyexaminedyou,youcannotclaimsuchathing.

Nolwazi:Ijustthought...

Shekeptquietandjustallowedherthoughtstowander.

Nolwazi:IwassupposedtomeethimafterIcamebackfromJohannesburgacoupleofweeks

ago.

Doctor:Whatgaveyoutheimpressionthatyoucouldn’tconceive?

Nolwazi:I’vebeenmarriedforfouryearsnowDoctorSheppard.

Doctor:AhhIsee...



Nolwazilookedathimandhesmiled.

Doctor:AsscientificandempiricalasIamMrs.Buthelezi,Iwillhaveyouknowthatsomethings

arejustunexplainable.Onlythehigherpowerwouldanswertosuch...

Dean:Sothere’snothingwrongwithher?

Doctor:Wellsheisdefinitelypregnant...

DeanglancedatNolwaziwhowasjuststaringatthedoctor.

Doctor:Aswespeak,yourbaby-in-the-makingisjustatinyballconsistingofseveralhundred

cellsthataremultiplyingmadly.

Nolwazisankonthebedandclosedhereyes.Shewastooshockedtocomprehendallofthis.

Doctor:Anychangesinthebodynowarelikelytobeverysimilartothoseyouexperiencejust

beforeyougetyourperiod,perhapssomemildcramping,soreorheavyboobsandgenerally

PMStypefeelings.Amazingtothinkwhatisactuallygoingoninthere!

Thedoctorlookedatbothofthemexcitedly.

Doctor:Wouldyoulikemetogiveyouspace?

Deannoddedtightly.

Doctor:It’ssuchapitythatI’mnotyourdoctorbecauseallthebabiesIdeliverturntogold!



Deangavehimalookandtheoldmanchuckled.

Doctor:GowellMrandMrsButhelezi.BesuretogetyourmedicalaidcardandIDbeforeyou

leave.

HewalkedoutoftheroomandNolwaziandDeansatinsilenceforthelongesttime.Eventually,

NolwazitriedgettingupandDeanhelpedher.Onceshewasonherfeet,hewrappedhisarms

aroundherandheldher.

Nolwazi:Canyoubelievethis?

Deanshookhishead.

Shesankinhisarmsandtheystoodthereforaverylongtime.Sheputherheadupandlooked

athim.

Nolwazi:Whatthefuck?

Deandidn’tsayanything.Hetoo,wasspeechless.

Shehidherfaceinhischestagainandtheystoodthereforawhile.

Outofnowhereshestartedsobbing.Deanpickedherupandmadehersitontheedgeofthe

bed.Hethenstoodinbetweenherlegsandcontinuedtoholdherwaist.Shewrappedherarms

aroundhimaswellandcontinuedtosob.

Deankeptquiet.Hewasjusttryingtokeephimselftogetherforhersake.Hewasoverflooded

withsomanyemotionsbutNolwazihadtobethefocusfornow.



Nolwazi:Allthistimetherewasnothingwrongwithme.

Sheputherheadupandlookedathim.

Nolwazi:AlltheseyearsIwasmadetofeellessofawomanandwifefornothing?

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Fuck.

Shehidherfaceandsobbedagainquietly.

Dean:I’mgoingtohaveababy.

Hismindwentcrazyanditallsunkinbitbybit.

Dean:I’mgoingtobeafather.

Nolwazistoppedsobbingandputherheaduptofacehim.Heloosenedhisgriponherand

walkedtotheonlychairintheroom.Hesatdownandburiedhisfaceinhishands.

Dean:Fuck.

Hereplayedwhatthedoctorsaidandhisemotionsgotthebetterofhim.

Dean:I’mgoingtohaveababy.



Nolwazigotoffthebedandwalkedovertohim.Sheremovedhisfacefromhishandsandthen

satonhislap.Shewrappedherarmsaroundhimandhehidhisfaceonherchest.Seconds

later,itwasclearthathewassobbingsilently.

NolwazitriedtonotletheremotionsovercomeheragainbecauseshewantedDeantodigestit

aswellbutseeinghimlikethisactuallymadeherfeelevenmoreemotional.Sheheldhimtightly

andtheymusthavesatthereforover30minutes...

DeanfinallyputhisheadupandNolwaziwipedhisface.

Dean:Iwasn’tcrying.

Nolwazichuckledasshewipedhisface.

Nolwazi:It’sprobablysomethingintheair.

Deannoddedandthenrestedhisheadbackonherbreasts.

Nolwazi:Fuck.

Dean:Fuckingiswhatgotushereinthefirstplace.

Nolwazipinchedhisearandtheychuckled.

Nolwazi:Itstillhasn’tsunkin.

Dean:Nolwaziwe’veneverusedcondoms.



Nolwazi:Butyoualwayspulledout.

Dean:Iknow-

Justthen,thedoctorwalkedbackinandsighed.

Doctor:Ithoughtyoumayhavedonesomethingtoeachother!

Dean:Ngathilizongidinalelikhehla.

NolwazilookedatDrSheppardandsmiledlightly.

Nolwazi:We’llgetgoing.

Doctor:Alrightthen...AndhereisyourmedicalaidcardandID.Allpaymentshavebeen

processed.

Nolwazi:I’msureyou’vechowedmeup.

Helaughedboldly.

Doctor:That’sjustwhatwedo!

Hesaidhisgoodbyesandwalkedoutagain.WhenNolwazistoodup,shealmostlosther

balancebutDeancaughtherrightontime.Shewasstillweakfromtheallergicreactionand

injectionshehad.



HerstomachgrowledveryloudlythatevenDeanheardit.

Dean:Herewego...

Nolwazi:Mxm.

SheputherIDandcardinherbagandthenledthewayout.Astheywalkedout,Deanplacedhis

armaroundhershouldersandthenpulledherclosertohim.

Dean:Let’sgofeedmyson.

Nolwazilookedathimandrolledhereyes.

Theymadetheirwayoutofthehospitalanddrovetothenearestrestaurant.
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NolwaziandDeanplacedtheirordersandNolwazisankonherseat.

Dean:Youstilllookabitswollen.

Nolwazi:Atthispoint,Ireallydon’tcare.

Deanchuckled.



Nolwazi:It’salmost10amandIstillhaven’teaten.

Dean:Isthepainbetterthough?

Nolwazi:MychestisstilluncomfortablebutI’mfine.

Dean:Thatshitwascrazy.

Nolwazi:Andit’sallbecauseofyou.

Dean:HowwasIsupposedtoknowthatyou’reallergictoavo?

Nolwazi:Whomixesavowithapplesandnuts?

Dean:Ittastesgood.

Nolwazisighedasherstomachgrowledloudly.Deanthencalledthewaitress.

Dean:What’stakingyousolong?

Waitress:Excuseme,sir?

Dean:Wedon’thavethewholeday.

Waitress:Butsir,youjustplacedyourorder5minutesago.



Dean:Manje?Goma-

NolwaziclearedherthroatloudlyandgaveDeanalook.Shethenlookedatthewaitressand

smiled.

Nolwazi:Canyougetmeaglassofwaterwithnoice?

Thewaitressnodded.

Dean:Andbringoneofthosestarterrollsorbunsthatyouserve.Surelythatwilltakelessthana

minute.

Nolwazikickedhimunderthetableandthewaitressnoddedandwalkedoff.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Dean:What?

Nolwazi:Cutitout.Thatwasbeyondrude!

Dean:NolwaziIdon’tgiveashit.WhywouldIbeokaywithstarvingmychild?

Nolwazi:Really??

Shethrewaservietteathim.

Nolwazi:Cutitout!



Dean:Mxm.

Shortlyafter,thewaitresswalkedbacktothetableandthenplacedasmallbasketfilledwith

buns.

Dean:Aretheyfresh?

Waitress:Straightoutoftheoven.

Dean:Good.

Hetookonebunandtookabite.ThewaitressthenputNolwazi’sglassofwaternexttoher.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Dean:Arewesupposedtohavethemlikethis?

ThewaitresslookedatDeannervously.

Waitress:Excuseme,sir?

Dean:Arewesupposedtohavethemdrylikethis?

Waitress:Withbuttersir.



Deanlookedatthetableandtherewasnoindicationofbutteranywhere.

Waitress:Oh,sorry.

Dean:M-

Nolwazi:Thesebunsarefinelikethis.Thankyoudear.

Waitress:Noma’am,I’llgetyousomebutter.

Shequicklyrushedbackinside.

Nolwazi:HaiDeankantiungenweyini?

Dean:Peoplemustdotheirjobsproperly.

Hethrewthebunhehadbackinthebasketandsatbackonhisseat.

Nolwazi:Yinikantiwena?

Dean:Unakenenamiinsteadofeating...Dlisaumntanamiplease.

Nolwazi:Listenhere-

Thewaitresscamebackwithknivesandbutter.



Nolwazi:Thanksdear.

ShewalkedawayandthenNolwazilookedatDeanseriously.

Nolwazi:Nowyoulistenhere,forbothoursakes-youbettercutthatshitout.

Deanlookedatherandlaughedquietly.

Dean:JusteatthedamnbunLwazi.

Nolwazigruntedandthenbutteredabunandbeganeating.ShesighedandDeansmiled.

Dean:YabonaIhelpedyou?

Nolwazi:Mxm.

JustasNolwaziwasabouttotakeasecondbun,Deanstoppedher.

Dean:Youcan’toverloadoncarbs.Ithinkonebunisfine,let’swaitfortherealnutritiousfood

now.

Nolwazi:Excuseme??

Dean:Webothknowbreadisfuckedup.

Nolwazi:Lalelalawena-



Justthenthewaitresscametothetableandshehadtheirfood.

Dean:Rightontime.

Thefoodwasplacedonthetable.

Waitress:Anythingelse?

Dean:We’llletyouknow.

Waitress:Okay.

ShewalkedoffandDeanglancedatNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Ngathiuzodina.

Dean:It’sbeenaneventfulmorning...Pleaseallow.

Nolwazi:Haisuka.

***

MduwalkedintheloungeandwenttositnexttoTholi,whowaswatchingTV.

Mdu:Ufunasambenini?



Tholiclearedherthroatandglancedathim

Tholi:Uhm.

Shelookedathimandhesmiledkindly.

Mdu:Idon’tthinkit’sfairthatIgettowearfreshclothesandwenausa-busyngezayizolo.

Tholi:No,it’sfine.

Mdu:It’snot.

Tholi:Samedifference.

Mdu:Noit’snot.

Shesighed.

Mdu:YaziI’mstillhungry.

Tholi:There’slotsoffoodleftover.

Mdu:Ohyes...That’swhyI’mstillstarving.Wedidn’tfinishdinnerlastnight.

Tholigruntedandhechuckled.



Mdu:Areyounothungry?

Tholi:I’mfine.

Mdu:WellI’mstarving.

Tholisighed.

Tholi:I’llheatitupforyou.

Mdu:Youwill?

Shenodded.

Mdu:Howgenerous.

Tholi:I’maguest.

Mdulaughedquietlyasshestoodupandwalkedtothekitchen.Shetookoutthelasagnefrom

lastnightandthenputitintheoven.

Mdu:Istheresomebananaloafleftaswell?

Heshoutedfromthelounge.



Tholi:Yes.

Mdu:Dobest...

Shestoodthereandwonderedwhysuddenlyshewasn’tsotense.Shethoughtshewouldbe

freakingoutafterwhathappenedinthebedroombutMduseemedchilledandhesomehow

managedtogethertobejustalittlerelaxedaswell.

Aftershewasdoneshewalkedbacktotheloungewithatray.

Mdu:Haikenawe.Whysoformal?

Shefelthercheeksflushandthensatdown.Mdusatproperlyandthenlookedather.

Mdu:Ngiyabonga,yezwa?

Shehuffed.

Tholi:Sure.

Hethenfocusedonhisfoodandmunchedaway.

Mdu:OnceI’mdonehere,we’llgetyouanotherdressandwe’llleave,yes?

Shejustlookedathimanddidn’tsayanything.

***



Nolwazi:Thisisgood.

Dean:Hai.

Shecontinuedtodigintohersteakandsigheddramatically.

Nolwazi:Betterthananorgasm.

Dean:What??

Shechuckledandtookasipofherdrink.

Nolwazi:Waybetter,Itellyou.

Dean:Bullshit.

Justasshelookedup,shecougheduncomfortablyandthenglancedatDean.

Dean:Yini?

Nolwazi:I-exyakho.

DeanimmediatelytightenedherjawandNolwazifocusedonherfood.

Shortlyafter,Ntsikiwalkedtothetable.



Ntsiki:Lwazi!

NolwazilookedatNtsikiandsmiled,tryingtohideherdiscomfort.

Nolwazi:HiNtsiki.

Ntsiki:Girlit’sbeensolong!

ShebentdowntogiveNolwaziahug...

***

MduandTholiwerenowmakingtheirwayinsidethemall.

Tholi:Youreallydon’thavetogetmeanything.

Mdu:Bullshit.

Shelookedathimsharplyandhelaughedlightly.

Mdu:SorryInnocentia.

TholilookedaroundthemallandknewthattheseSandtonshopsweretooexpensive.Shewas

toouncomfortable.



Mdu:Wheredoyouwanttogo?

Shedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:ShouldIpick-

Tholi:Edgars.

Mdu:Areyousure?

Tholi:WellIdon’tknowanyoftheseshops.

Mduchuckledandnodded.

TheythenmadetheirwaytothenearestEdgars.Theygotinandwalkedaround.

Mdu:Andgetsomeunderwearwhileyou’reatit.

Tholi’sfaceflushedandhechuckled.

Mdu:Can’thaveyourepeatingpantieshere.

Tholi:Mdu!

Mdu:Yini?



Shelookedathimweirdlyandheshruggedhisshoulders.

Theywalkedtowherethedresseswere.

Tholi:MduIreallydon’tmind-

Mdu:Tholipleasedon’t.Pickadress.

Shelookedathim.

Mdu:Idon’tlikerepeatingmyself.You’remakingmesoundlikeabrokenrecord.

Tholi:But-

Heshotheralookandshekeptquietandthenlookedthroughthedresses.

Mdu:Thisoneisnice.

Shelookedathimasheeyedalongreddishmaxidress.

Tholi:No,thisoneisfine.

Mdu:Whichone?

Shepointedtosomeblackone.



Mdu:Areyougoingtoafuneral?

Shelookedathimindisbelief.

Mdu:Takethatdressandtryitonplease,ungangibhori.

Tholi:Bu-

Mdu:Tholi.

Helookedatherseriouslyandshesighedheavilyandtookthereddishmaxidress.Itwasvery

obviousthatthisonewasgoingtonamathelaherandaccentuatethecurves...

Mduthenledthewaytothedressingrooms.

Mdu:I’llwaithere.

Tholi:Okay.

Shegotinthedressingrooms...

Mdustoodthereandtookouthisphone...

HesawsomemissedcalledfromZanibutdismissedthem...Hethenblockedhernumber.

HewasnowtryingtofigureoutawaytogetTholitostayjustalittlebitlonger...Hereallyen-



Person:Youbigfuck!

Mdu’sinsideschurnedasheheardthatvoiceheknewtoowell.

Person:Youbigfuckenfuck!

HeturnedaroundandIvystoodthere,lookingathiminshock.
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NolwazigaveNtsikiabriefhugandthensmiledlightly.

Ntsiki:HowareyouNolwazi?

Nolwazi:I’mwellandyou?

Ntsikilookedatherintentlyandnodded.

Ntsiki:I’mgood,thankyou.It’sbeensolongthough!

Nolwazi:Itreallyhas.

Shetookasipofherdrink.

NtsikithenturnedtofaceDean.Shesmiledeversobrightly.



Ntsiki:Heythere.

NolwazistaredatDean,hopingthathewouldatleastgethisactright.

Dean:HelloNtsiki,unjani?

Nolwazi’sbodyrelaxedjustabit.

Ntsiki:Ngiyaphila...Justmissingyounjebutsizothini?

SheglancedatLwazi.

Ntsiki:Didhetellyouthatweendedthings?

Nolwazi:Hementionedit...

ThingsweregettingabitawkwardnowandNolwaziwasalsotryingtohideherbrewing

annoyance.Shecouldn’tunderstandwhyNtsikiwasbehavinglikethiswhenshewastheone

whocouldn’thandletherelationshipinthefirstplace.Sheendeditandnowshewasbusy

actingchildish.

Ntsiki:Anyway,IspottedyouguysandthoughtIshouldcomesayhi.

Nolwazi:Goodseeingyou.

Ntsiki:Thankyou,youtoo.



DeansatbackonhisseatandjustlookedatNtsikidisinterestedly.Helookedcompletely

unfazed...

Ntsiki:Alrightthen,takecare.

Nolwazi:Youtoodear.

NtsikigaveNolwazionemorehugandthenwalkedaway.Theywatchedherwalkoutofthe

restaurantandthenNolwazifrownedafterawhile.

Nolwazi:Wow.

Dean:Seewhythisissueirritatesme?

Nolwazi:I’veseenthisbehaviourfromThuli.Ntsikiseemstobelow-keycrazy.

Dean:Youthink?

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:She’snotoveryou.

Dean:YouknowwhyIwillneverfeelbad?

Nolwazikeptquiet.



Dean:I’vebeentransparentfromthebeginning.I’veneverwantedaseriousrelationshipwithher.

TellmeifI’mwrongLwazi.

Nolwazi:Youknowhowweare...Sheprobablythoughtshecouldchangeyourmindandthat’s

whyshestayedforsolong.

Dean:Butshecan’tturnaroundandmakemethebadguy.

Nolwazi:Sohowareyougoingtodealwiththis?Uyabonamanjeukuthisheisstalkingyou?

Phelasheobviouslywasn’theretohavebreakfastngobanangusheleft.

DeankeptquietandNolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:Idon’tevenwanttoknowhowshewillreactwhenshefindsoutaboutthis.

Deansatupandlookedatherintently.

Dean:Shewouldn’tdare.I’llkillabitch.

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutshejustsighed.

Nolwazi:I’llkillabitchtoo.

Dean:Good.

Theychuckledandcontinuedeating...



***

IvywalkedovertowhereMduwas.

Ivy:Youidiot!

Mduchuckledcasually.

Ivy:Whydidn’tyoutellmethatyou’reback??

Mdu:I’mnotbackpersay.

Ivy:Andwhatthehelldoesthatevenmean?

Mdu:Justcamehereforsomething.

Ivy:MxmninjalowenanoNolwazi.Sonowyou’reteamingupagainstme?

Mdu:Comeonnow.

Hepulledherandsqueezedher.

Ivy:Argh.

Hekissedhercheekandshepushedhimlightly.



Ivy:Givememoney.

Mdu:Haiuyabonake?

Ivy:Dudeyourfatherstoppedgivingmemoneyandnowmomisalsosuckedin.Whatbullshitis

that?Parentsnottakingcareoftheirbreed?

Mdu:Don’tyouhaveclasses?

Ivy:Awumeman.Ngipheimali.

Mdu:Angisebenzeliwena.

Ivy:Whatisyourbosssayingfuthisinceyouhaven’tbeentoworkforweeks?

Mdu:Whydoyouthinkwehavetechnology?Iworkfromhome.

Ivy:HmmsonowNolwazi’shouseis“home”?

Mduchuckledandnodded.

Ivy:Areyougoingback?

Mdu:Ihavetokeepaneyeonher.

Ivy:Spokenlikeatruebiglittlebrother.



Mdu:Youbet.

Ivy:Okaynowgivememoney.

Sheputherhandoutbutthenherfacialexpressionchanged.

Ivy:Waitaminute.

Mdufelthisheartrateincreasejustalittle.

Ivy:WhatthefuckareyoudoinginEdgars?

Mdu:HaikantiIcan’tshophere?

Ivy:Doyouevenknowwhattheysellhere?

Mdu:Uyaphaphamanje.

Shewasabouttosaysomethingwhenhetookouthiswalletandputoutoneofhisdebitcards.

Shequicklygrabbeditandsmiledwidely.

Mdu:Ifyoufinishmymoney-

Shesquealedinexcitementandjumpedonhim.



Ivy:Youaretheshit!

Mdu:Okaynowgo.

Shefinallyletgoofhim.

Mdu:There’sadailylimitanywaysoyou’rerestricted.

Shesulked.

Mdu:Haiphelabringitback.

Shehuggedhimagain.

Ivy:I’dstayandchatbutabitchgottago!

Mdusighed.

Mdu:Seeyou.

Shehadalreadywalkedaway.Hewatchedasshedisappeared...

Mdu:*whispering*Shit.

Heexhaledloudlyandthenturnedandwalkedinthefittingrooms.



Mdu:Tholi.

Therewassilence.

Hewalkeddownthepassageandwenttotheonlydoorthatwasclosedandthenknocked.

Mdu:Tholi.

Tholi:What?

Mdu:Woza.

Tholi:Mxm.

Mdu:Excuseme?

Heheardsomeshufflingandsoonafter,thedooropened.

Tholi:Takemehome.

Mdu:Haiboandthen?

Shelookedathimangrily.

Mdu:Heehwhathappenedinhere?Didyouhaveanargumentwiththewalls?



Tholi:Mxm.

Shewasabouttowalkpasthiminthepassagebutheblockedtheway.

Mdu:Whyareyoubeinglikethis?

Helookedatherintentlyandshedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Tholi?

Tholi:Mduifyoursistersawme...

Mdu:Butshedidn’t.

Tholi:Thisiswrongandirresponsibleonsomanylevels.

Shelookedhimdeadintheeyeandhedidthesame.Theystoodinsilenceforawhile.

Mdu:Andevenifshesawyou,shewouldn’tdoanything...

Tholigruntedandheplacedhishandonhercheekandthenwrappedhisotherarmaroundher,

pullingherclosetohim.Theirbodiestouchedandshedroppedthedressshehadtriedon.

Mdu:I’lltakeyouhomenow.

Shenodded.



Heplacedhisthumbonherbottomlipandbrusheditgently.Asmuchasshetried,shecouldn’t

removehereyesfromhis.Shefelthisotherhandcaressherbacklightly...Hestoppedbrushing

herlipandthenputthathanddownandsecondslater,shewaswrappedinbothhisarms.She

exhaledquietlyandbitherbottomlipgently.

Mduloweredhisheadandsheraisedhersjustabit.Whentheirnosestouched,sheexhaled

quietlyagainandthenreleasedthebottomlipshewasbiting.Sheinhaledhisscentandfelt

shiversdownherspine.

Mduwasabouttospeakbutsheshookherheadlightlyandhedidn’tsayanything.Sheleaned

evencloserandsoonenough,theirlipstouched.

Theirmesmerisedlipswerefinallypressedagainsteachother,transportingthemtoanother

world.Withjustthetwoofthemthere,therestoftheirsurroundingsfinallydisappeared.They

becamelostinaseaofgentlenessandintensity.

Person:Excuseme!Hello!Thisisnotasexclubplease!

Astheirlipspulledapart,itfeltlikeagentlebreezewavedovertheflame,extinguishingthe

desperateheattheyalmostgotlostin.

Therestoftheworldslowlycamebackintofocusandtheyfinallyopenedtheireyes.

Mdu:Isthedressfine?

Sheclearedherthroatandblinkedacoupleoftimes.

Tholi:Yes.



Mdu:Asambe.

Heletgoofherandthenpickedupthedresswhichontheground.Hethentookherhandand

ledheroutofthedressingroomsection,walkingpastaveryannoyedEdgarsemployeewho

keptcussingathowdisrespectfultheyare.
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MduandTholifinallyreachedthecar,Mduopenedthedoorforherandshelookedathimvery

weirdly.

Mdu:Yini?I’mbeingnice.

Shegotinthecarandheputeverythingtheyboughtatthebackandthenwalkedtohissideand

gotin.

Mdu:Don’tyouneedtochargeyourphone?

Shesighedheavilyandfrowned.Itwasnotlikeshehadpeoplecallinghersoshehadn’teven

thoughtaboutthestateofherphone.IthadbeeninherbagsincetheygottoJoburg.

Mdu:Tholi?

Shesnappedoutofherthoughtsandlookedathim.

Tholi:No.

Mdustartedthecarandtheydroveoffinsilence.Tholiwasverynumbforsomeoddreason.



Shedidn’tfeelanythingastheydrovebacktohisapartmentbutshewasdefinitelygladthathe

wasnottryingtomakesmallconversation,especiallyafterwhathappened.

Afterawhile,theyfinallygottotheapartmentandtheymadetheirwayin.Tholiwenttothe

bathroomtorinseherfaceandthenwalkedbacktotheloungewhereshefoundMdusitting

comfortablyonthelongcouch.

Shewalkedovertohimandstoodbythecouch.Heseemedtobetakinganapbecausehiseyes

wereclosedandsosheclearedherthroatquietly.

Tholi:Mdu.

Mduopenedoneeyeandlookedupather.

Tholi:Whenarew-

Mdu:Ahh...

Hegroanedandsighedheavily.Tholiwasnowstartled.

Tholi:What’swrong?

Mdugroanedagain.

Mdu:Ihaveareallybadheadache.

Tholi:Youdo?



Hepulledapainedfaceandsighedheavilyonceagain.

Mdu:Ahh...

Shelookedathimconcernedlyandhegroanedagain.

Tholi:Wouldyoulikesomewater?

Mdu:Yes,please.

Sheturnedaroundandquicklywalkedtothekitchenandpouredhimaglassofwater.She

walkedbackandthensatnexttohim.

Tholi:Hereyougo.

Hegroanedagainandtooktheglass.

Mdu:Thanks.

Tholi:Doyouhavepainkillers?

Mdu:Idon’tdrinkpills.

Shelookedathimweirdlyanddecidednotaskhimwhybecausesheknewhewouldsay

somethingidiotic.

Mdu:I’minpain...Ahhh...Whyme?Haaa...



HegroanedandTholigotclosertohimandgentlyplacedherhandonhisforehead.

Tholi:Hmm.

Mdu:What?

Tholi:Yourtemperatureseemsfine.

Mdu:Whatdoyouknowabouttemperatures?Soyou’readoctornow?

Shelookedathimsuspiciouslyandhegroaned.

Mdu:Pleaseleavemealoneifyou’regoingtostressmeout.

Shecouldn’thelpbutchuckle.

Mdu:UyahlekaTholakele?

Tholi:You’rebeingdramat-

HemoanedveryloudlyandTholigiggled.

Mdu:Ahh...Nooo...

Shegiggledevenmoreandhesmiled.



Mdu:Laughatmypain.

Tholi:Yourforeheadisnothotthough.

Mdu:Manje?

Tholi:Youwerefinejust10minutesago.

Mdu:Ahh...

HemoanedagainandTholigiggled.

Mdu:Fuck.

Heclosedhiseyesandsighedheavily.

Tholi:Mdu.

Heignoredherandshetappedhisarm.

Tholi:Mdu.

Heignoredher.

Shesighedandjustasshewasabouttomoveaway,hepulledherclosertohimandshe



grunted.

Mdu:I’minsomuchpain.

Tholi:Sorry.

Mdu:Onlyonethingcanhealme.

Tholi:What?

Hepulledherevencloserandsheglancedathim.

Mdu:IthinkI’mgettingabitbetter.

Tholi:Abit?

Henoddedandshechuckled.

Mdu:Wait,I’mgettingworse.

Tholi:Mdu!

Shelaughedandheputhisarmaroundherandshecouldn’tescapehishold.

Mdu:Wait,I’mgettingbetteragain.



Shegiggledquietlyandstoppedfightinghim.

Mdu:Hmm.

Tholi:Areyoubetternow?

Hechuckledandsmiled.

Tholi:Wehavetogo.

Mdu:I’msick.

Shenarrowedhereyesandstaredathimandhesmiledinnocently.

Mdu:Don’tbetoohardonme.

Tholi:Mxm.

Hepoutedandsulkedandshegiggledagain.

Tholi:You’rebeingunnecessary.

HekeptquietandthenincreasedtheTVvolume.Tholigavehimonelookbeforefocusingonthe

screenandhesoondidthesame.

Afterawhile,Tholifeltherselfdozeoffabitandsheblinkedacoupleoftimesandshookher

head.Mduchuckledandshelookedathimsharplyandhelaughedquietly.Shefocusedonthe



TVagainbuthereyeskeptdefeatingher.Shehadn’tsleptmuchthepreviousnightandnowit

wascatchingupwithher...

Withoutevenrealisingit,shewasnowtuckedinMdu’shandsandsheseemedquite

comfortable.Herheadwashiddeninhisneckandhadnowdozedoffcompletely.Mdusmiled

ashefeltherwarmbreathonhisneck...Iftherewaseveratimeheneededtostaystillinhis

entirelife,ithadtobenow.Heknewthatifhemovedshewouldwakeupandbedramatic.

Andsohetoo,stillabithungover,closedhiseyesandtriedtakinganap,withoutany

movements.

***

NolwaziandDeanfinallygobacktoDean’shouse.

Nolwazi:I’llgetmythingsandyou’lldrivemetomyhouse.

Deanlookedatherinconfusion.

Nolwazi:Ithinkit’sbestIgoandre-evaluateeverythingthathappenedthismorning,fromthat

allergicnonsensetothispregnancy.

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Ithinkwe’rejustgoingthroughthemotionatthispoint.Ineedsometimetothink

thingsthrough...Ithasbecomeclearthatthingswon’tbesmoothsoIneedtogetmymindright.

Dean:Whatwon’tbesmooth?



Nolwazi:Dean,myfamilydoesn’tevenknowthatI’mseeingsomeoneandnowtheyhavetofind

outthatI’malsopregnantontopofthat?

Dean:Ihadn’teventhoughtaboutthat.

Nolwazi:That’sbecausewe’vebeenlivinginourownlittlebubble.It’stimetofacerealitynow.

Henoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Ineedtocallmylawyersowecansetlegitdates.

Dean:ManjenjengobauKwaneleanyamalele?

Nolwazi:I’llhavetogettheDefaultDivorce.

Henodded.

Nolwazi:Atleastoncethat’soutoftheway,I’llbeabletodealwiththenexthurdle.

Deansteppedclosertoherandwrappedhisarmsaroundher.

Dean:Iknowwebothhaven’tregisteredwhathappenedbutwhatIknowforsureisthatweare

goingtoraisethisbabytogether.

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Dean:Andyou’reright,webothneedsomespacenowjusttoletitsinkin.



Shenodded.

Dean:ButIneedyoutoassuremethatfromthispointonwardsNolwazi,ifyouareeverputin

anyconflictingsituation,youwillinformme.Ican’thaveyouunsafe.

Nolwazi:HeehsoallthistimeitwasfineformetobeunsafebutnowsuddenlyI’mbeing

considered?

Hechuckled.

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Idon’tunderstandwhyyou’resochilledaboutthis.Deanwestillhavethepeopleinthe

officetodealwith.

Dean:That’syourproblem...Idon’tgiveashitaboutpeoplewhodon’tfeedme.

Nolwazigrunted.

Dean:Bangenaphibonkelabantuozikhathazangabo?

Nolwazi:Well...

Dean:Gogetyourthingske.

Shenoddedandwalkedoff...



***

Tholibattedhereyelashesinconfusion.

Ittookheralongtimetoprocesshersurroundingsbutwhenshedidrememberherreality,she

feltthepaniccreepuponher.

Mdu:Relax.

Sheinhaleddeeplyandhiscolognemadehereventenser.SheputherheadupabitandMdu’s

chintouchedhercheek.

Tholi:Mdu...

Shewasstillabitconfused.

Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:Wehavetogo.

Mdu:Okay.

Sheputherheaduphigherandwasmetbyhisgaze.Shepuckeredherlipsabitandsighed.

Mdu:Wecouldhaveleft2hoursagobutyoudecidedtodelayus.



Tholi:Butyouweresick.

Mdu:So?

Sherolledhereyes.

Mdu:Ngathiyou’redevelopinganattitudenje.

Shegruntedandhequicklyrepositionedhersohalfofherwasonhim.

Mdu:YouhavetogivemecreditthoughTholi,Imadeyousmileandgiggletoday.

Tholi:NoIdidn’t.

Mdu:HeehTholi.

Shewasabouttomovebuthepokedherbythewaistandshechuckled.

Tholi:Thathurts.

Mdu:Sorry.

Shetriedmovingandhepokedheragainandshestifledanotherchuckle.

Mdu:Youdon’thavetobestone-facedallthetimeyouknow?



Tholi:I’mnotstone-faced!

Mdu:Youare,andthatshitwillageyou.You’re22yearsoldforfuckssake.

Tholi:Andhowoldareyou?

Mdu:Youdon’taskamansuch.

Tholi:No,it’stheotherwayaround!

Mdu:Hai.

Sheshookherheaddisapprovingly.

Mdu:HowolddoyouthinkIam?

Tholifrowned.

Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:Maybe26.

Mdu:26?

Shenodded.



Mdu:Hmkay.

Tholi:AmIright?

Mdu:Haiit’snoneofyourbusiness.

Tholi:Mxm.

Mdu:HeehTholakele.

Shesmiledlightlyandhepokedheragain.

Tholi:Mdu!

Hechuckledandpokedheragainandagainandagain...

Soonenough,shewasbeingtickledandwaslaughinguncontrollably.

Tholi:Mdu!

Hetickledherevenmoreandshelaughedandgiggledevenmore.

Aftermuchlaughter,hefinallystoppedandshequieteneddownandsighedheavily.Sheexhaled

loudlyandMdufeltherbodyrelaxagainsthisbody.

Mdu:Lookatyou.



Shehidherfaceonhisneckandhechuckledbecauseitwasclearthatshewasblushing.She

putherheadupandhestaredatherlovingly.

Tholi:Don’tlookatmelikethat.

Mdu:HowamIlookingatyou?

Shestifledasmileandtriedtobeserious.

Mdu:Youarenotthebossofme.

Tholi:Mxm.

Shetookadeepbreathandsighedagain.

Herbodyrelaxedevenmore...

Theylookedateachotherforaverylongtimeandtheatmospherechangedabit...Thefeeling

thatsurroundedbothofthemearlierresurfacedandsheinvoluntarilyleanedclosertohisface

andtheirlipstouched.

Mdutightenedhisgriponherandshegruntedquietly...

Withinseconds,theywerecontinuingwheretheyleftoff...
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Nolwazigotinherbathtubandthankedtheheavensthatnowshecouldbebyherselfsoshe

couldgatherherthoughtsinpeace...

Shereplayedthewholemorning,moreespeciallywhenthedoctortoldheraboutherpregnancy.

Allthistimeshewasconvincedthattherewassomethingwrongwithher.Shealwaysavoided

goingtogetitcheckedoutbecauseshewasscaredofwhatherdoctormighttellher.Inher

mind,shehadcometotermswiththefactthatshewasn’tgoingtogivebirth...Shethought

backtohowThenjiwewouldinsultherandmakeherfeellikeauselesswomenwhosepurpose

wasjusttoshagherson...Asallofthiswashappening,Nolwazididn’treallyreactmuch...

Havingkidswasanafterthoughtbecauseofhercareerbutthat’snottosayshedidn’twant

them.Astimewentby,sheendedupinternalisingThenjiwe’sinsultsandasaresult,shealso

believedthatmaybetherewassomethingwrongwithher.Fouryearsintothemarriageandthey

werestillchildless.SheknewKwanelewantedthemandbecauseofthat,shehadbegunto

secretlystressaboutherinabilitytoconceive...

SheallowedherselftothinkaboutKwanele...

Thingshavebeenmovingsofastthatshehadn’tevenallowedherselftothinkabouthimall...At

theendoftheday,theyhadbeenhusbandandwife,andthethoughtoffinallylettingtheirlifego

washonestlyenoughtodriveherbackintodepression...Shecouldn’tdenyherloveforhimbut

unfortunatelyalltheserecenteventshadtaintedthepurebondtheyshared.Toomuchhurt,

angerandbetrayalwasinthemixnowandshecouldn’tseehowtheywouldgetbackfromsuch.

Thenthere’sDean...Shewasmorethangratefulforhispresenceinallofthis.Shecouldn’teven

imaginewhatitwouldhavebeenlikehadtheynottakentheirrelationshipastepfurther.Yes,it

waswrongbuthonestlyatthispoint,everyone’sunderstandingofrightandwrongwasjumbled

up...AsmuchasshelovedKwanele,shecouldn’tseeherselfmovingpastwhathappened.

Nowthere’sababyinthepicture...Somethingshewouldhaveneverimaginedinherwildest

dreams.Assheanalysedherfeelings,shehadtoadmitthatshewasdisappointedthatitwas

notKwanele’s.Thiswouldhavemadehimveryhappyhadeverythingturnedoutokay.

Asshethoughtaboutherfamily,shefeltapiercingpaingothroughherchest...Thatpainwas

anindicationofjusthowscaredshewasaboutthemfindingouteverything.Whatwilltheysay



whentheyfindout?Shealreadyknewthatherfatherwouldbehighlydisappointedinher.She

feltherselfsobquietlyassherememberedhowhedefendedheratDundee.Sheknewittooka

wholelotforhimtovoiceouthisrejectionfortheButhelezis...Nowallofthatwouldsomehow

beinvainbecauseshewentanddidthewrongthingafterwards.Notonlydidshegohavesex

withhercolleaguewhilemarriedbutshewentandgotpregnantaswell.

Shesighedheavilyandthenreachedfortheglassofjuicethatwasbythetubandthenfinished

itup.

Nowthethoughtofnothavinganychampagneorwinedepressedherevenmore.Deanwas

provingtobequiteoverprotectivealreadysoshecouldn’timaginehowhewouldbelateron.

ShechuckledabitwhenshethoughtofhowquickittookDeantomakeherpregnant.They

hadn’tevenbeenhavingsexforacoupleofmonthsyethehadalreadyplantedaseed...

SomethingKwanelefailedtodointhecourseoffouryears...Nowshewonderedifmaybethe

problemwaswithhim...Allthistimetheblamewasonherbutnowitwasclearthatshewasn’t

theproblem...

Sheclosedhereyesandtookanapasthehotwatermassagedherentirebody...

***

TholiletoutaquietmoanasshefeltMdutightenhisholdonher.

Shefeltaburningsensationrunthroughherentirebodyanditshockedherbecauseshehad

neverfeltanythinglikethisbefore.

Mdusloweddownandsoonenough,theywerebothlyingthere,breathingquietly.

TholifinallyopenedhereyesandfoundMdustaringather.



Mdu:Areyougood?

Sheexhaledquietly.

Tholi:Ithinkso.

Mdu:Let’sgetgoing.

Shenoddedlightly.

Mdu:Joburgisnotagoodplaceforsuchundercoverthings.

TholilaughedquietlyandMduplantedatenderkissonherlipsandthenloosenedhisholdon

her.ShestoodupandthenMdudidaswell.Hethenwrappedhisarmsaroundherandsighed.

Mdu:Ifthere’sonethingIwon’tdo,it’stopressuriseyou.

Tholipulledafaceandhechuckled.

Mdu:Idon’twantyoutofeeltensewhenyou’rewithmesolet’skeepitatyourpace,yes?

Tholi:I’mmarriedMdu.

Mdu:Butwhere’syourhusband?

Shekeptquiet.



Mdu:Iknowtherearesomedeep-rootedthingsthatIdon’tknowaboutbutkeyou’lltalkonce

you’reready.

Tholididn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Sofornow,let’sjustsayI’myourescapefromthecrazyanddarksideofyourlife.

Shestifledasmile.

Mdu:Don’ttrytohidethatImakeyouhappy.Who’sthatgoingtobenefit?

Hesmiled.

Mdu:Andit’sjustthetwoofussothere’snojudgementhere.

Tholi:Nojudgement?

Henodded.

Tholi:Thisiswrong.

Mdu:Youthinkaftereverythingthathashappenedinallourliveslately,peoplearestillthinking

aboutwhatiswrongorright?Wearepastthatpointnow.YoumightaswelljointheWrongClub.

Shegiggledquietly.



Mdu:Let’sgetreadysizohamba.

Shenoddedandheleanedclosertoherfaceandplacedhislipsonhers.

Mdu:ImeantwhatIsaidlastnight.

Shepuckeredupherlipsandhechuckled.

Mdu:Haike.

Hegaveherababykissandthenletgoofher.

Mdu:Woza.

TheywalkedtothebedroomandpreparedfortheirtripbacktoDurban...

***

Nolwaziwenttoherpersonalemailsandthencheckedhowmuchthehospitalclaimed.She

gruntedangrilybecausetheyreallyrippedheroffconsideringthefactthatshegotonelittle

injection.

Justasshewasgoingthroughherotheremails,herphonerangandshesmiledwhenshesaw

hermother’spicturepopup.

Sheansweredhappily.



Nolwazi:Mama!

Thandeka:HaikodwaLwaziI’mhurt.Kantiwhyusilahlile?

Nolwazi:AhI’vebeensobusy!

Thandeka:WoohaishamephelaminangithiIdon’thaveadaughteranymore.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:UNomzamoyena?

Thandeka:Haisukaungalingeungitshelengaleyongane!Wehadanargumentizoloandshe

disappeared.

Nolwazi:Manjeuphi?

Thandeka:Ngimazelaphi?Shewilldefinitelycomebackonceshedoesn’thaveanymoney.

Nolwazilaughed.

Thandeka:Butkeshe’sincontactwithMam’Moloi.

Nolwazi:Ofcoursesheis.That’shermotherphela.

Thandeka:I’mnotgoingtogivemyselfi-heartattackbecauseofthatchild.Yi-lostcause.



Nolwazilaughedagain.

Thandeka:Anyway,howareyoubaby?

Nolwazi:I’mokayma...

Thandeka:AndhowisMdutreatingyou?

Nolwazi:Likedad,ofcourse.

Thandekalaughed.

Thandeka:It’sgoodthathe’sprotectingyouphelaIwasn’tcomfortableaboutleavingyoualone

lapho.

Nolwazi:Workhasbeenkeepingmebusythough.

Thandeka:I’msure...

NolwaziswallowedhardasshethoughtaboutDeanandthelifegrowinginsideher.

Theyspentthenexthourchattingandcatchingup...

***



TholiandMduwerenowanhourawayfromDurban.Itwasnowaround4pm.

Mdu:Areyouhungry?

Tholi:YesIam.

Mduchuckled.Hewasgladthatshehadnowmovedfromgivinghimonewordanswers.

Mdu:Let’smakeonelaststop.

Tholi:Whowasthatguywebumpedintothatothertime?

Mdufrowned.

Mdu:When?

Tholi:WhenwewenttogetfoodatSandtonCity.

Mdu:Oh...

Hehuffedandgrunted.

Tholi:Isheyourfriend?

Mdu:Heisgay.



Tholi:So?

Mduglancedatherandpulledaface.

Tholi:Sojudgemental!

Mdu:Haimanhemakesmeuncomfortable.Imethimthrough...

Heclearedhisthroat.

Mdu:Throughanex.

Tholi:Oh.

Shesaidthatquietly.

Mdu:I’mconfusedastowhyhestuckaround.Heshouldhavevanishedwithher.

Shelaughedquietly.

Mdu:Idon’twanthimtouchingme.

Tholi:Hesurethrewhimselfonyou.

MdushivereddramaticallyandTholilaughed.



Mdu:Angaziuhlekani.

Tholi:You’readramaticpersonMdu.

Mdu:Ngifananawe.

Tholi:HaiI’mnotdramatic.

Mdu:HeehushongobaI’mtheonewhohasdealtwithyourdramalately.

Tholirolledhereyes.

TheyfinallygottoastopandtheywenttotheWimpythatwasthereandgotfood.Theydecided

toeattherebecauseMduinsistedthatTholiwouldruinhiscar...

Afteranhourorsotheyfinishedeatingandthenmadetheirwaytothecaranddroveon...

Tholi:WhenareyougoingbacktoJoburg?

Mdu:UntilI’munwantedhere.

Mduglancedatherandflashedasmile.

Tholi:Iwonder...

Mdu:ThispersonisluckyItellyou.



Tholi:Goodforher.

Mdu:Wellshedeservesallthelovethatwillcomeherway.

Tholi:There’smore?

Mdu:Sheobviouslyhasn’tfeltthelovebeingdirectedtowardshernowsoclearlysheisinneed

ofmore.

Tholi:Wow.

Mdu:Itwillworkoutintheend...

Hesaidthatquietlyandthenfocusedontheroadagain.

TheydroveinsilencetilltheyfinallygottoTholi’sneighbourhood.Mdudrovetothehouseand

parkedbythegate.

Mdusighedandthenlookedather.

Mdu:Thereyougo...

Tholi:Thankyou.

Henoddedandstaredatheraffectionately.



Mdu:Willyoubefine?

Tholi:YesIwill.Thanks.

Mdu:You’llcallifyouneedanything.

Shenoddedverylightlyandhechuckled.

Mdu:Don’tbeashamedofwantingme.

Shegruntedandheleanedclosertoherandshetiltedherhead.

Mdu:Seeyousoon.

Shesmiledandtheysharedakiss.

Mdu:Goonthen.

Shegrabbedherbagfromthebackandgotoutofthecar.

Tholi:Bye.

Mdu:Shap.

Sheclosedthedoorandwalkedtothegate.Mdudroveoffandthenshemadeherwayinside.

Shefeltlikealittleschoolgirl,feelingconfusedandhappyatthesametime...



Sheunlockedthehouseandthenmadeherwayinside.

“Herewegoagain,”shethoughtsadly.

Shesighedasthecoldnessofthehousehitherhard...

“Suchanemotionlessplace,”shethought.

Sheputherbagonthecounterandthenswitchedontheunderfloorheatingsystemforthe

wholehouse.Shethenpouredherselfaglassofwateranddrankitslowly,chuckling,asshe

thoughtbacktohowshewasthelasttimeshewasinthekitchen...

Shegotherbagandthenmadeherwayfurtherinside.

Shelookedaroundandtriednottoletthecoldnessoftheplacegettoherspirit...

Beforeshecouldprocessherthoughts,herbaginstantlydroppedtothefloor...

Hereyespoppedoutandherjawdropped.

TherewasKwanele,onthecouch,busyonhislaptop...

Herentirebodyfrozeasheturnedhisheadandglancedatherfromadistance.
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Tholifinallyfeltthebloodrushthroughherbodyandsheclearedherthroat.

Tholi:Kwani?

Kwanele:Youseemtohavelostitthere.

Sheshookherheadlightly,tryingtofullysnapoutofit.Shethenwalkedovertothecouches

andtriednottoactawkward.Eventhoughherthoughtsandemotionswereallovertheplace,a

bigpartofherwasactuallyrelievedthathewasokay...

Tholi:Aren’tyougoingtohugme?

Kwanelechuckledlightlyandthenputhislaptopaside.HestoodupandTholisteppedcloserto

him.Shewalkedinhisembraceandhewrappedhisarmsaroundher.Theystoodtherefora

whileandhefinallyletgoofherandsmiledwarmly.

Kwanele:Unjani?

Tholicrossedherarmsandlookedathimsternly.

Tholi:Wherehaveyoubeen?

ShesaidthatboldlyandconfidentlythatKwanelelookedatherwitharaisedeyebrow.

Tholicontinuedtolookathimseriously.

Kwanele:I’vebeeninhospital.



Hereyesshotupandsheexclaimedincompleteshock.

Tholi:What??What’swrong??Areyouokay??

Shesteppedcloseragainandtouchedhim.Kwanelesmiledlightly.

Kwanele:I’llbefine.

Tholilookedathimconcernedly.

Tholi:What’swrong?Whathappened?

Shelookedathimintentlyandrealisedjusthowdifferenthewas.Shecouldn’treallyidentify

whatwaswrongbuttherewasdefinitelysomethingoffish.

Kwanele:CanIsitnow?

Tholi:Wouldyoulikeanything?Areyouhungry?

Kwanele:TholiI’mfine.

Hesatdownandshesatnexttohim.

Tholi:Whathappened??YoudisappearedforweeksKwani!

Kwanelelookedatherwithoutsayinganything.



Tholi:Aren’tyougoingtotellmewhathappened?

Kwanele:Igothurtwhilehavingaseizure...

Shelookedathiminshockagain.

Tholi:Wherewereyou?

Kwanele:WasdrivingbackfromDundeethedayafteryouleft.

Shelookedathimnervouslyandassherecalledthefirsttimeshesawhimhavingaseizure,she

triedholdingbackheremotions.

Kwanele:Don’tcry.I’mfinenow.

Tholi:Youweredrivingalone!Ishouldhaveneverleftyoubehindthere.

Kwanelelookedatherwithoutsayinganything.

Tholi:Didsomeonegetyou?Howdidyouendupinhospital?

Kwanele:Managedtomakeacallbeforeithappened.

Tholikeptquietandprocessedwhathewassaying.Theguilthithersohardthatshecouldn’t

helpbutletthetearsflow.Hereshewasbusygallivantingaroundwhenherhusbandwasin

dangerandaloneelsewhere.



Tholi:Butwhydidn’tyoucallme?

Kwanele:It’sbeenaroughtimeTholi.

Shenoddedlightlyandwipedherface.

Tholi:I’msorryKwani...

Shesaidthatquietlyandlookedaway.

Kwanele:Whyareyouapologising?Youdidnothingwrong.I’mtheonewhoissorry...

Shelookedathimsadly.

Tholi:Itmusthavebeentoughforyou...

Kwanele:I’msorryforbeingoutofreach.I’mwaitingonmynewphonenowbecausetheother

onegotdamaged.

Tholi:Damaged?

Kwanelenodded.

Kwanele:I’mnotsurewhathappenedtoit.



Tholi:Soyouwereallalone??

Kwanele:I’mfinenow.

Shegotclosertohimandhuggedhim.

Tholi:I’msorry.

Kwanelehuggedherbackanddidn’tsayanything.

***

Deanwasbusycatchinguponworkwhenhisphonerangandhecheckedthecalleridbefore

answering.

Dean:Mama.

Lindelwa:Hellomfanam,unjani?

Deanchuckled.

Dean:Iwasactuallyabouttocallyoumanje.

Lindelwalaughed.

Lindelwa:Yile-connectionyethuangithi.Itrunsdeepthisthing!



Dean:Unjani?

Lindelwa:NgiyaphilaLangelihle.I’vebeenthinkingaboutyoualotthesedaysyazi,iseverything

okaythatside?Imissyou.

Dean:Thingscouldn’tbebetter.

Lindelwa:Isit?

Dean:Yebo...Thingsarelookingup.

Lindelwa:ButyoualwaysthriveatworksoI’mnotsurprisedthere.

Dean:HaiwhosaidI’mtalkingaboutwork?

Lindelwa:HaiboLangawhatelsewouldyoubetalkingabout?Yourliferevolvesaroundwork!

Hechuckledandsecondslatersheexclaimed.

Lindelwa:AmIwrong??

Dean:Justthisonce...

Lindelwa:Heeeh!Tellmemore!



Deanchuckled.

Lindelwa:Dean!

Dean:Iwassupposedtotellyouacoupleofweeksbackbutitslippedmymind.

Lindelwa:What??

Dean:I’vebeengettingclosewithsomeone.

LindelwascreechedandDeanlaughed.

Lindelwa:What??!

Dean:You’reoverreacting,calmdown.

Lindelwa:Haiboleavemealone!SinceIgavebirthtoyou,I’veneverheardyousaythat!Iwas

startingtothinkyou’resecretlygay!

Dean:Mama!

Lindelwa:HaiwhatwasIsupposedtothink??At33andyouhavenowifeorchild??Thattime

you’veneverevenintroducedmetoanyofyourgirlfriends!

Dean:WhywouldIintroduceyoutosomeoneI’mnotplanningonbeingwithinthefuture?

Lindelwa:Kodwaitwouldbenicetoknowwhereyouareinyourlovelife!



Dean:Ididn’thavealovelife,that’swhyyouwereinthedark.

Lindelwa:Sonowyouhaveone??

Dean:It’snotthatsimple.

Lindelwa:Whatdoyoumeanit’snotthatsimple??Doyoulovethisgirl??

Deanhuffed.

Dean:Verymuchso.

Lindelwa:Tellmemore!

Dean:I’mnotreallysurewhatexactlyIneedtotellyoubecauseitreallyisn’tthatsimple.

Lindelwa:Okay,let’sstartwithhername.

Deanchuckledquietly.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Lindelwa:Hmm,lovelyname.Issheasknowledgeableashernamesuggests?

Deanlaughedquietly.



Dean:Beyondintelligent.

Lindelwa:Ofcourseyou’dpickasmartone.

Dean:Youknowmetoowell...

Lindelwa:Andhersurname?

Deanclearedhisthroatandgrowled.

Dean:Thisiswherethecomplicationbegins.

Lindelwa:Trytomakeiteasyformethenson.

Deantookadeepbreathandbegantoexplaineverysinglethingtohismother...Leavingoutthe

factthatNolwaziispregnant.

Lindelwa:Uhmokay...

SheexhaledloudlyandDeangrunted.

Lindelwa:Ireallydon’tknowwhattosay...

Dean:Areyouangry?



Lindelwa:DoIhavetherightto?

Dean:Fornow,yes,butIthinkwebothknowI’lldoasIpleaseintheend.

Lindelwa:ImeanIjustfeellikeyoushouldhavewaitedforhertogetadivorce.

Dean:Itwasanuncontrollablesituation.

Lindelwa:Soyoucouldn’tevenholdontillshesortedoutherlifefirst?

Dean:I’vebeenhelpinghersortitout.Noworriesthere...

Lindelwa:OhDean...Youreallyloveherdon’tyou?

Dean:Ialwayshave.

Lindelwa:Manjeareyouplanningonbeingwithher?

Dean:Ofcourse.

Lindelwa:Doesthehusbandknow?

Dean:Ireallydon’tcareaboutallofthat.That’sirrelevanttome...AslongassheandIareon

thesamepagethenI’mgood,honestly.

Lindelwa:Andherfamily?



Dean:Whataboutthem?

Lindelwa:Theyobviouslywon’tacceptyou.

Dean:Shamethentoobad...We’regoingtohaveababyanyway.

Lindelwa:What??!

Dean:She’spregnant.

HesaidthatsocoollythatLindelwacouldn’thelpbutlaugh.

Lindelwa:I’mdumbfounded!

Deanlaughedquietly.

Lindelwa:HaiwenaLangelihle!

Dean:Wefoundoutthismorning.

Lindelwa:Kodwankosyam!

Deanchuckled.

Lindelwa:IthinkIneedtocomeoverthatsidesowecantalkaboutthisproperly.Ifeellike



you’repullingaprankonme.

Dean:Noteven.

Lindelwa:Yohangazingithini!

Dean:Myhouseisalwaysopenforyou.Ufunaukuzanini?

Lindelwa:I’llseeifIcancometomorrow...

Dean:Okay.

Lindelwa:Ifonlyyourfatherwasstillalive...

Dean:He’dbelaughinghisgutsout.

Lindelwa:Andknowinghim,he’dprobablybesoproudofyouformovingquickonthisgirl.

Theybothchuckled.

Lindelwa:I’llcallyoutomorrowke.

Dean:Okay.

Lindelwa:Soyou’regoingtobeafather?



Deanchuckled.

Lindelwa:UnezimangashameDean.Byebye.

Dean:Byema.

Lindelwa:Shap.

HedroppedthecallandthendialledNolwazi’snumber.Itrangforawhilebutsheeventually

answered.

Shehuffedandpuffed.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Dean:Whyareyououtofbreath?

Nolwazi:I’mbusyclearingoutthingshere.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi:Relaxit’sjustclothesandlittlestuff.

Shesighedheavily.

Dean:Haveyoueaten?



Nolwazi:I’mgoingtoblockyouDean!

Hechuckled.

Nolwazi:Whathaveyoubeendoingwithoutme?

Dean:Washongathimyliferevolvesaroundyou.

Nolwazi:Well...

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Pleasebringmesomesushi.

Dean:Uyabonake...

Nolwazi:What?We’refeedingyourbabynje.

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:I’llbewaiting...

Shelaughedquietlybeforedroppingthecall.



***

WhileKwanelewasinthebathroom,takingashower,Tholiquicklymadeherwaydownstairs

andgotherphonefromherbag.Sheputitinachargerandswitchediton.Assoonasitwas

functionalshedialledMdu’snumberanditrangforawhilebutheeventuallyanswered.

Mdu:Soyoufinallychargedyourphone?

Tholi:Kwaneleisback!

Shewhisperednervously.

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Isit?Didhetellyouwherehevanishedto?

Tholi:Hewasinhospital.

Mdu:Shame.

Tholi:Dropthesarcasm!

Mdu:Mxm.

Tholi:Andpleasedon’tcontactmeMdu.



Mdu:Okay.

Tholi:Thanks.

Mdu:Don’tbelieveanythinghesays...It’squiteclearthatheisasnake.

Tholi:No!

Mdu:OkayTholi,byebye.

Tholi:Mdu-

Shesighedheavily.

Mdu:What?

Tholi:Don’tbemadatme.

Mdu:I’mnotmad,I’mjustirritated.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Bye.

HedroppedthecallandTholistoodtherefeelingveryletdown...Shesighedindisappointment

andthenwalkedupthestairsandmadeherwaybacktothebedroomwhereshefoundKwanele

lotioninghimself.Shestaredathimandhesmiledwarmly.



Kwanele:Everythingokay?

Shenoddedandwenttositontheedgeofthebed.

INSERT71

Mdumadehiswaytothehouse,afterdrivingaroundforhours.Hedroveintheyardandthen

madehiswayinside.HecouldalreadytellthatNolwaziwasback...Justashewasaboutto

walkoutofthekitchen,heheardthegatebuzzergooff.Hewalkedtoitandpressedit.

Mdu:Ya?

Person:Nolwazi?

Mdu:Who’sthis?

Person:IsNolwaziin?

Mdukeptquietforasecond.Hecontemplatedquestioningwhothispersonwasbutsomehow

itclickedthatitwasprobablyNolwazi’smysteryman.Withoutaskinganymorequestions,he

openedthegateandwenttostandbythedoor.Minuteslaterhesawanunfamiliarcardrivein...

Hewatchedasitparkedatadistanceandhewalkedtoit.

Secondslater,anunfamiliarmangotoutofthecar...

Mdu:Hi.



DeanlookedatMduintently.

Dean:UnjaniMduduzi?

MdufrownedandlookedathimweirdlyandDeanchuckled.

Mdu:Andhowdoyouknowme?

Dean:I’myoursister’scolleague.

Mdu:Sowhatareyoudoinghere?

Deanchuckled.

Dean:Isyoursisterhere?

Mdu:Youhaven’tansweredmyquestion.

DeanlookedatMduandcouldn’thelpbutchucklebecauseheremindedhimsomuchofhimself

whenhewasyoung...Thinkingthateveryonehadtoanswertohim...

Dean:WouldyoumindtellingherI’mhere?

Mdu:Youcomeintomyhouse-



Dean:Yourhouse?

Mdutightenedhisjaw.HewasonedgesincethatcallfromTholi.

Mdu:Yaz-

Nolwazi:Mdu??

BothMduandDeanturnedtolookatNolwaziwhoemergedfromtheothersideoftheyard.

Shewalkedtothem.

Mdu:Whyareyousmilinglikethat?

Dean,whohadn’tevenrealisedthathewasbeingwatched,lookedatMduhumorously.

Dean:Youasktoomanyquestions.

NolwazifinallygottothemandcrossedherarmsasshelookedatMdu.

Nolwazi:Ufikenini?

Mdu:NowIhavetoreportwhenI’mback?HowoldamI?

Nolwazi:Haibowatchyourmouthphela.What’seatingyou?



Mdugrowled.

Dean:Letmelea-

Nolwazi:No,you’renotgoinganywhereDean.

ShefocusedonMduandlookedathimsoftly.

Nolwazi:What’swrong?

Mdu:Who’sthis?

Nolwazi:Don’tactstupid.Youknowexactlywhoheis.

Mdugruntedasheglancedatacool-lookingDean.

Nolwazi:Nowifyoudon’tmind,ngicelaungeneendlini.

Mdu:Mxm.

Heturnedaroundandmadehiswaybackinsidethehouse.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:Tobeyoungandbuck...



Nolwazi:Somethingisobviouslybotheringhim...

Shesighedandshookherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:Anyway...

Sheputherhandout.

Dean:Yini?

Nolwazi:Mysushi.

Dean:SoI’myourdeliveryboy?

Nolwazi:Weneedtobefed.

ShesaidthatwithawarmsmileandDeancouldn’thelpbutsmiletoo.

Dean:Pullingatmyheartstrings,Isee...

Nolwazi:I’mgladit’sworking,nowgivememysushi!

Dean:UyahluphakodwaNolwazi.

Heopenedhisdoorandreachedforthepaperbagandthengaveittoher.



Nolwazi:I’dkissyourightnowbutIreallyjustwanttoeat.

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Listen,onaseriousnotethough,mylawyerandIhavefinalisedeverything.

Dean:Isit?

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:Anoticewillbesentouttohimnolaterthanaweek.

Dean:Thatsoonhuh?

Sheexhaleddeeplyandnodded.

Dean:Areyouready?

Nolwazi:Ineedtogetitoutoftheway...

Dean:WellyouknowI’mhere...

Nolwazi:You’vedefinitelymadethatpointclear.

Dean:Uyadelelaunjalo.



NolwazichuckledandDeanbecameserious.

Nolwazi:Yini?

Dean:Mymotherwantstomeetyou.

Hereyespoppedoutandherjawdropped.

Deanlaughedquietly.

Nolwazi:What’ssofunny??Didyoutellher??

Deannodded.

Nolwazi:Dean!

Dean:What?

Nolwazi:Uthiwhat??

Dean:UnlikeallthepeopleinyourlifeNolwazi,mypeoplearenotpsychoticandchildish.Ihave

alovingmotherwhoneverbombardsmewithnonsense.

Nolwazi:OhwellexcuseOURmotherswhoarenotloving!

Dean:Don’tbedramatic.



Nolwazi:Whywouldyoutellherwithoutconsultingwithme??

Dean:Yourbrotherknowssowhyshouldn’tmymother?

Nolwazi:Dean,Mdufigureditoutbyhimself!

Dean:Yawellthere’snochangingitnow.

Nolwazilookedathimangrily.

Dean:Iapologisefornotconsultingwithyoubutitreallywasn’tmyintentiontotellher...

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:Don’tbemadatme.

Nolwazi:I’mverymad.

Dean:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:Idon’tlikewhatyouhavedoneDean.

Dean:Ngiyaxolisaangithi?

NolwazikeptquietandDeanreachedforsomethingelseinhiscarandtookoutabigpacketof



cashewnutsandNolwazichuckledassoonasshesawthem.

Nolwazi:YoudoknowthatIcanalwaysgetthoseformyselfright?

Dean:Yeahbutyou’retiredrightnowandprobablynotinthemoodtodrive.

Nolwazinarrowedhereyes.

Dean:AndIknowforsurethatyou’vedefinitelyfinishedtheonesyouhavehere.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:Listen,I’msorryokay?ButIknowmymother,she’snotgoingtokillyou.

Nolwazi:Howsureareyou?

Dean:Trustme.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandthensnatchedthepacketofnutsfromhishand.

Nolwazi:I’mstillangry...Givemesometime.

Dean:Wellyouhaveuntiltomorrow.

Nolwazihuffedandhepulledherandwrappedhisarmsaroundherwaist.



Nolwazi:Watchit.Imightjustdropmyfood.

Deanlookedatherintently.

Dean:Iloveyou.

Nolwazi:Tryingtopullatmyheartstrings?

Dean:Onlyifitworks.

Nolwazigruntedandtheystoodthereforawhile.

Nolwazi:SowhatdoIwear?

Deanchuckled.

Nolwazi:Askirtandadoek?

Dean:UngazojwayelauLindelwawamikabiwena.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:AwwsoI’mguessingshebringsoutthebabyinyou?

Dean:Mxm.



Nolwazi:Becauseifthat’sthecasethenIcannotwaittomeether.

Deangrunted.

Nolwazi:Iseemtoattractallthemama’sboys.

Dean:Ngiyahambamanje.

Shelaughedandkissedhischeek.

Nolwazi:You’llletmeknowwhenandwhere...

Dean:Enjoyyoursushi.

Nolwazi:TrustmeIwill.

Shelaughedashegrowledandletgoofher.

Nolwazi:Byethen...

Dean:I’mnotyourdeliveryboy,understood?

Nolwazi:Hmkay.

Hegotinthecarandshemadeherwayinsidethehousetoopenthegateforhim...



Mdu:Sothat’shim?

Nolwaziwashedherhandsandopeneduphersushitakeaway.

Mdu:Idon’tlikehim.He’sarrogant.

Nolwazi:Ofcourseyoudon’tlikehim.Whowouldlikeapersonwho’sareplicaofthemselves?

Mdu:Mxm.

Nolwazi:That’syouin10years...Wanttobet?

Mdu:Fuckoff.

Nolwazi:What’seatingyou?Clearlyikhonaintoekudlayo.

Mdu:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Isitagirl?

Mdu:Whywouldagirlbotherme?

Nolwazi:Hey,I’mjustasking!

Mdu:Mxm.



Nolwazi:MduI’llgiveyouyourspace...You’renotintherightframeofmindobviously...

Shebeganwalkingoutofthekitchen.

Mdu:I’minloveLwazi.

***

KwanelegotinbednexttoTholiandthenswitchedonthesidelamp.

Tholi:Kwani.

Kwanele:Yes,mylove?

Tholi:Whenwillyoubebetter?

Kwanele:I’mfinesthandwasami.

Tholiturnedtolookathimashebalancedhimselfontheheadboardandtookoutthebookhe

usuallyreadbeforehegoestosleep.

Tholi:Icanseethatyou’renotfine.

Kwanelesmiledkindly.

Kwanele:Let’sgiveitacoupleofdays,okay?



Tholi:I’msorry.

Kwanele:StopapologisingTholakele.

Shehuffedandkeptquiet.Afterawhilesheheardherphonebeepandshetriednottoactweird.

Kwanele:YourphonebeepedTholi.

Tholi:OhIdidn’thearit...

Shenervouslyturnedandreachedforit...ShesawMdu’snumberandherheartrateincreased.

Tholi:It’sZani.

Kwanelewastoobusyreadinganddidn’tseemtocare.

Sheopenedthemessage:

Mdu:Seeingasyouwillbegettingfuckedtonight,Imightaswellletoffmysteamtoo.

Hereyespoppedoutandshequicklytyped.

Tholi:Whatdoyoumean?

Herphonebeepedagain.



Mdu:Ucabanganiwena?

Shetriedtocontaintheemotionsbrewinginherasshereplied.

Tholi:Pleasedon’t.

Herphonebeepedagain.

Mdu:Youdon’twantmetosleepwithotherwomen?

Shetypedquickly.

Tholi:No.

Mdureplied.

Mdu:Okay.

Tholi:Thankyou.

Mdu:Anythingforyou;)

Shefeltherheartratestabiliseandthendeletedallthemessages.Sheturnedaroundand

Kwaneleglancedather.



Kwanele:Everythingalright?

Tholinodded.

Kwaneleputdownhisbookandthenpulledherclosertohimtillhalfofherbodywasonhim.

Tholi:Iwasworriedaboutyou.

Kwanele:Ngiyaxolisa.

Shenoddedlightlyandhelookedathertenderlyandplacedhislipsonhers.Ashekissedher

gently,shetriednottoactindifferent...

Hetightenedhisholdonherandthekissgotdeeper.Sheletoutamoanashishandstrokedher

back...Justasitwasgettingmoreintense,animageranthroughhermindandshequickly

stoppedthekissandtensedup.

Kwanelelookedatherweirdly.

Shetookadeepbreathandavoidedhiseyes.

Tholi:I’m...I-

Heloosenedhisgriponherandsmiledkindly.

Kwanele:It’sokay.



Shesighedheavilyandhekissedherforehead.

Kwanele:Let’ssleep.

Heswitchedoffthesidelampandthengotinbedproperly.Tholifacedtheotherwayandhe

heldherfrombehind...

Asshelaythere,shecouldn’thelpbutpictureMduwithsomeoneelse.Shepicturedhimlooking

andholdingsomeotherpersonthewayhedidwithherandshefeltasharppaininherstomach.

Shecouldn’tstomachitall...

INSERT72(Couldn’tedit)

Thefollowingmorning,Nolwaziwokeupfeelingallkindsofgrumpyandbloated.ShecalledDr.

Smithandsetanappointmentwithhimforthefollowingday...Shedecidedthatshewouldwork

fromhometilltheendoftheweekandthengobacktoworknextweek.Shewantedtosorther

thingsoutbeforegoingbackandthatmeantgettingafullhealthcheckupfirst.Thatallergy

thingreallyfreakedherout.

Justasshefinishedshowering,therewasaknockonthedoorandshetoldMdutocomein.He

walkedinandsatonthebed.

Mdu:Morning.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Mdu:Thanksforthelittlepeptalkyesterday.

Nolwazilookedathimandnodded.



Mdu:Yougrumpy?

Shegrunted.

Mdu:Let’sgooutforbreakfast.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Hegotupfromthebed.

Mdu:I’llgoshowerrealquick.

Nolwazinoddedandhewalkedoutandclosedthedoor.Shelotionedherselfandthengot

dressed.Justasshefinished,herphoneandshewalkedtowhereitwasandsawDean’sname

andanswered.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Dean:Someone’snothappythismorning...

Nolwazi:I’mnot.

Dean:Yin’ndaba?

Nolwazi:Idon’tknow.



Deanchuckled.

Dean:Thedoctorsaidyou’llexperiencePMS-likesymptoms...

Nolwazigrowled.

Dean:Wouldyoulikeanything?

Nolwazi:No.

Dean:WellIwascallingtotellyouthatmymotherwillbeherejustbefore12pm.

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Nolwazi:Where?

Dean:Myhouse.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Dean:I’llseeyouthen.

Nolwazi:Okay,bye.

Dean:Bye.



Shedroppedthecallandthenmadethebed...

***

AsTholifinishedmakingbreakfast,shecouldn’thelpbutthinkbacktotherecenttimesshe

cookedforMdu...Suddenlyitfeltlikeallofthathappenedalongtimeago.Kwanele’spresence

madethememoriesabitfoggy.

ShedishedupeverythingandthenmadeherwaytothebedroomupstairswhereKwanelewas

stillsleeping.Sheputthetrayonthetableandthenshookhimlightly.

Tholi:Kwani.

KwaneleinstantlywokeupandlookedatTholiinconfusionforasecondbutrelaxedeventually.

Tholi:ImadeyoubreakfastKwani.

Kwanele:Ofcourseyoudid.

Hesmiledlightlyandthenyawned.Tholiwenttoopenthecurtainsandhesatupandstretched

asshewalkedbacktohimandplacedthetrayonhislap.

Kwanele:Itlooksgoodbaby,thankyou.

Tholismiled.

Kwanele:I’vemissedyourfood.



Tholi:I’vemissedcookingforyou.

Kwanele:I’msureyouhave.

Tholi:Whenareyougoingbacktowork?

Kwanele:Probablynextweek.

Tholi:I’msureeveryonewillbehappytoseeyou.

Kwanele:Youthink?

Tholi:Yes,weallmissedyou.

Kwanele:Goodtoknowyouloveme...

Tholiavoidedhiseyesandstoodup.

Tholi:Letmegocleanupthekitchen.

Kwanele:Alrightlove.

Shesmiledandthenwalkedoutofthebedroomandrushedtothekitchen...

***



MduandNolwazireturnedfrombreakfast.

Mdu:Youdidn’teatmuch,why?

Nolwazi:Ihaveabrunchmeeting.

Mdu:Meetinghuh?

Nolwazi:Yes,ameeting.

Mdu:Hmkay.

Nolwazi:Uyaphaphawena...

ShesmiledandfeltgratefulthatMduhadtakenherout.Sheenjoyedhiscompanyverymuch

whenhewasnotbeinganannoyinglittlebigbrother.

Mdu:Sohowisthisrelationshipofyoursgoingtoinfluencethewayyouworkwithhim?

Nolwazi:Idon’tthinkitwillhaveanyimpact.

Mdu:Really?

Nolwazi:EishmanMduduziawungiyeke.

Mduchuckled.



Nolwazi:Andwena?Whenareyouplanningonpursuingthisgirl?

Mdu:I’llsee...

Nolwazilookedathimandsmiled.

Nolwazi:Youreallyloveher?

Henoddedandfrowned.

Mdu:Alwaysonmymind.

Nolwazi:Ohwow.

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Anyway,I’llseeyoulater.

Nolwazi:Thanksforbreakfast.

Mdu:Anytimelittlesister.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Helaughedandwalkedaway...



***

Dean:MamaIneedyoutobehave.

Lindelwa:IheesominaI’myourchildnow?

Dean:No,I’mjustwarningyounje.

Lindelwalaughed.

Lindelwa:Haiyouobviouslylovethisgirl.

Dean:She’snotagirl.

Lindelwa:Hehe!

Deanchuckled.

Lindelwa:Don’tworryI’llbehave.Ijustneedtoseeherthat’sall.

Dean:ShewasabitgrumpythismorningsoIdon’tknowhowshe’llbenow.

Lindelwa:Langelihle,gotothebathroomandfreshenup.Idon’tunderstandwhyyou’reso

nervous.



Deangruntedandwalkedupstairs...Justashefinishedfresheninguplikehismotherinstructed,

hisphonebeepedanditwasNolwazitellinghimthatshewasoutside.Hetoldherthecodeand

shemadeherwayinside...

Nolwaziontheotherhand,feltlikedying.Shewasn’treadyforallofthis...

“Whatifshehatesme?HowwillIdealwithanothercrazymother?”shethoughttoherselfas

shegotoutofthecarandmadeherwaytothedoor.Justasshewasabouttoknock,thedoor

openedandDeanstoodtherelookinghandsomeasusual.Theystaredateachotherwithout

sayinganythingandhepulledherinandwrappedhisarmsaroundher.

Dean:Hellothere.

Nolwazi:I’mnervous.

Deanchuckledasshewhispered.

Dean:There’snoneedforallofthat.

Shelookedathimandheplantedakissonherlips.

Dean:Thesearenotlobolanegotiations.RelaxNolwazi.

Shehuffedandheplantedanotherkissonherlips.

Dean:Woza.

Heletgoofherandtheywalkedinsidethehouse.TheygottotheloungeandNolwazismiledas



shesawDean’smothersittingonthecouch...

LindelwastoodupwhenshesawNolwaziandDeanwalkin.

Lindelwa:Ohmygoodness!

Nolwaziwalkedtoher.

Dean:Nolwazi,thisismymother.

Nolwazi:Sawubonama.

Lindelwasmiledwarmly.

Lindelwa:Hellobeautiful.

Sheopenedupherarmsandtheysharedaverywarmhug,toNolwazi’ssurprise.

Lindelwa:Wemightaswellhugseeingasyou’remakingmeagrandparent.

Nolwazilaughedquietlyandtheyletgoofeachother.

Lindelwa:Hellodear,howareyou?

Nolwazi:Ngiyaphilawenaunjanima?



Lindelwa:Ngiyaphilasisi.

LindelwasmiledwarmlyandNolwazicouldn’thelpbutsighinrelief.

Lindelwa:Ihopeyoudon’tmindmeasking,buthowfaralongareyou?

Nolwazi:Weareapproaching4weeks.

Lindelwasmiled.

Lindelwa:We?

NolwazilookedatDeanshylyandLindelwalaughed.

Lindelwa:Verycute.

Deanchuckled.

Lindelwa:DeantoldmeaboutyoursituationyesterdaybutIhonestlywantedtofindoutfrom

you...

NolwaziglancedatDean,whowasstaringatherhumorously.

Dean:Sitdown.

Lindelwa:Doeshealsobarkordersatyou?



Nolwazi:Allthetime.

Lindelwa:Youneedtotamehim.

Dean:Hehe.

Nolwazi:Itry...

Theylaughedandthensatdown.

Lindelwa:IpreparedbrunchforusbutIwantedtochatfirst.

Nolwazi:That’sokayma.

Lindelwalookedatherintently.

Lindelwa:Wouldyoumindtellingmewhat’sgoingon?

NolwazisighedheavilyandbegantellingDean’smotherherstory...

Aftershewasdone,Lindelwasighed.

Lindelwa:Don’tfeelpressurisedtodoanythingyouareuncomfortablewith.

Nolwazi:Ineedtomoveon.



Lindelwanodded.

Nolwazi:Idon’twantstayinthissamespotforever.Ican’tdothattomyself.

Dean:Andtoourchildaswell.

Lindelwa:Haisukawena.Gocheckifthefoodisfine,uyekeleukubayisijobelelo.

Dean:I’mjustsaying.

Lindelwa:Go!

DeanstoodupandwalkedtothekitchenandLindelwafocusedonNolwaziandsmiled.

Lindelwa:WellyoucanbecertainthatIwon’tgocrazyonyoumydear.

ShesmiledwarmlyandNolwazismiledback.Thewomanhadagoodandlovingauraabouther.

Lindelwa:Whateveryoudo,DeanandIarebehindyoualltheway.IraisedhimwellsoIknow

he’lltakegoodcareofyou,moreespeciallybecausehelovesyousodearly.

Nolwazi:That’sverysweetofyou,thankyou.

Lindelwa:It’sjustDeanandmeinourcircle.I’mveryhappythatwegettobeblessedwithnew

life,moreespeciallybecausewehavelostsomanylovedonesthroughouttheyears.Youseem

tohaveopenedupasidethatonlyIknowandI’mhappytoknowthathecanactuallyallow

himselftoloveabit.



Nolwazi:He’sbeenverylovingandsupportive...

Lindelwa:I’mglad.

Justthen,Deanwalkedinandlookedatthemweirdlybecausetheywerebothallsmileyand

weird.

Dean:Let’sfeedmychild.

Lindelwalaughed.

Nolwazi:ThisiswhatI’vebeendealingwith.

Lindelwachuckled.

Lindelwa:Braceyourself...

Dean:Wozaniphela.

NolwaziandLindelwastoodup.

Lindelwa:Sonithiyouonlystartedbeingintimatenownow?

NolwazinoddedshylyandLindelwalaughed.



Lindelwa:TrusttheHlongwanesoldierstomarchpurposefully.

SheandDeanlaughedandNolwaziblushedinembarrassment.

Dean:Asidlaliphelathina.

Lindelwa:HaiyourfatherwouldbeproudLangelihle.

Nolwazi:Langelihle?

Deangrunted.

Nolwazi:AlltheseyearsandIdidn’tknowyoursecondnameisLangelihle??

Deanignoredherandledthemoutsidetothepatio.

Lindelwa:Areyouhungrydear?

Nolwazilookedatallthefoodthereandsmiled.

Nolwazi:I’mfamished!

Lindelwa:I’lldishupforyou.

Nolwazi:Noma,I’l-



Lindelwa:Uh-uh.Sitdown.

NolwaziobligedandsatnexttoDeanwhileLindelwadishedupforthem.

Nolwaziglancedathimandhegrinned.Shepinchedhisarmandtheychuckledquietly...
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Lindelwa:Sowhatareyouhopingtoget?Aboyorgirl?

NolwazifinishedchewingherfoodandglancedatDeanwhowassmiling.

Nolwazi:Hewantsaboy.

Lindelwa:Andyou?

Nolwazi:I’mreallynotsureyet...Ihaven’treallythoughtaboutit.

Lindelwa:WellIwouldalsoloveaboy.

Nolwazi:Really?

Lindelwa:Yes,Ijustthinktheworldisreallynotsafeforagirl.

Dean:That’sexactlywhyIdon’twantagirl...I’llprobablyenduplockingherinthehouse.



Nolwazi:Ihavenodoubtaboutthat.

Dean:Andgirlsrequiretoomuchadmin.Allthemoodswingsanddrama.

Nolwazi:SoundslikesomeoneIknow.

Lindelwalaughed.

Lindelwa:Ahshamehe’sanonlychild.

Nolwazi:Hetakesittoawholeotherlevel.

Dean:Haisuka.

Lindelwa:I’msurprisedyoucanhandlehismoodswings.

Nolwazi:I’vedealtwitharollercoasterofamother-in-law.Anythingelseistrivialatthispoint.

Lindelwa:Iwillneverunderstandmother-in-lawswhoarebitter.Whywouldyoubeeviltothe

womanwhosleeps,feedsandliveswithyourson?Nextthingyouknowshekillshimbecauseof

yourcraziness.

Nolwazichuckled.

Lindelwa:Beingkinddoesn’trequiremuch.Idon’thavethetimeorenergytobegrumpy.My

clockistickingandIcan’taffordtostressmyselfunnecessarily.



NolwaziglancedatDeanandsmiled.Shereallycouldn’tbelievehownicehismotherwas,more

especiallybecauseDeanwasnotasnice.

Dean:Iguessit’sjustthembeingoverprotective.

Lindelwa:Haisuka.Yoursoncomesandtellsyouthatheisinlovewithagirlandyoudisregard

allofthatandtrytoprovethatsheisthewrongone?Haichaabanyeabantubanesikhathi.

Ngigugekabiforyonkeleyonto.

Nolwazilookedatherandsmiled.

Justthen,herphonerangandshetookitout.

Nolwazi:Ihavetotakethis...

Lindelwa:Suresisi.

Shestoodupandwalkedinsidethehousetoanswerit.ItwasAnthony,herdivorceattorney.

Nolwazi:HiAnthony.

Anthony:HelloNolwazi,howareyou?

Nolwazi:I’mgoodthanksandyou?

Anthony:I’mgreat,thankyou.



Nolwazi:What’sup?

Anthony:Thepapershavebeenfinalised.

Nolwazi’sheartratewentup.

Nolwazi:Isit?

Anthony:Yes,wearegoingtocontacthimjustnow.Iwasjustcallingtofillyouin.

Nolwazi:Uhm.

Anthony:Iknowthisishard...

Nolwazi:Areyougoingtogotherepersonally?

Anthony:Notmebutthecourtwillsendsomeone.

Nolwaziexhaledloudly.

Nolwazi:Butwe’restillnotsureifheisaround.

Anthony:Arepresentativehastobesenttherebeforeweconcludethatheisnotaround.It’sa

standardprocedure.

Nolwazi:Oh.



Anthony:Iwillkeepyouposted.

Nolwazi:Okay,thanks.

Anthony:Goodbye.

Nolwazi:Bye.

Shedroppedthecallandthenstoodthereforalongtime.ShethenwalkedupstairstoDean’s

bedroomandwenttothebathroomwhereshesatonthetoiletseatforalongtime.Herheart

ratejustwouldn’tcalmdown.

Justthen,thedooropenedandDeanstoodthere.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Sheglancedathimworriedlyandhewalkedtoherandgotonhiskneessohecouldbeonher

level.

Dean:What’swrong?

Nolwazi:They’resendingthepaperstoday.

Heremovedherhairfromherfaceandsheexhaled.

Nolwazi:PleasegetmewaterDean.



Dean:Okay.

Hegotupandwalkedoutofthebathroomwhileshecontinuedtositthere...

Hewalkedbackinwithaglassofwaterandshetookalongsip.

Dean:WasthatAnthony?

Shenoddedlightly.

Dean:Comehere.

Hepulledherupandwrappedhisarmsaroundher.Sheburiedherfaceinhischestandbegan

sobbingquietly.Asmuchaseverythingwasgoingwellforher,therewasnowayshecouldget

overthefallofherrelationshipwithKwanele.Sheblamedherselfforgivingupsoeasily...

***

Kwanelewasbusywithhislaptopwhenheheardthegatebuzzergooff.Tholimadeherwayto

thekitchentoseewhoitwas.

Tholi:Kwani,hesaysheneedstoseeyou.

Kwanele:Didhesaywhoheis?

TholifrownedandKwaneleputhislaptopasideandgotupfromthecouch.Heopenedthegate

andthenmadehiswayoutside.Hewalkedtothegateandsomeunfamiliarmangotoutofthe



car.ThemanwalkedtowardsKwaneleandsmiledlightly.

Man:MrButhelezi?

Kwanele:Yes,andwhoareyou?

Man:MthunziDlamini.

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Man:IamhereonbehalfoftheHighCourt...

Kwanelelookedathimblankly.

ThemanheldanA4brownenvelope.

Man:ThisisadivorcesummonsthatIamsupposedtohandovertoyouphysically.

Kwanelestilllookedathimblankly.

Man:AreyouawareofthisMrButhelezi?

Kwaneleputouthishandandthemanhandedhimtheenvelope.

Man:Youhave10daystorespondsirotherwisethingswillgoinanunwanteddirection.



Kwanelelookedathim.

Man:Iwillleaveyounowsir.Enjoytherestofyourday.

Kwanelenoddedtightlyasthemangotinhiscaranddroveoff...Kwanelewalkedbackinside

thehouse.

***

Nolwazi’sphonerangwhileshewasstillwithDean,itwasAnthony.

Nolwazi:Hello.

Anthony:HiNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Isthereaproblem?

Anthony:Notatall.I’vejustreceivedconfirmationthatthedivorcesummonshasbeenservedto

MrButhelezi.

Nolwazi:Huh??

Anthony:ArepresentativeoftheHighCourtwassenttherejustnow.

Nolwazi’sheartrateincreased.

Nolwazi:AndwasKwanelethere??



Anthony:Yes,hewasthereandthesummonswasgiventohim.

NolwazilookedatDean.

Nolwazi:Oh,Ididn’tknowhewasback.

Anthony:Hopefullyhewillrespondquickly.

Nolwazi:Sowhatisgoingtohappennow?

AllthistimeshewasanticipatinghavingaDefaultDivorceinKwanele’sabsence.Nowallofthat

wasruined.

Anthony:LikeIsaid,acivilmarriageneedstobedissolvedbyacourt.Youareonlyentitledtoa

divorceifyoucanprovetothecourtthatyouandyourMr.Buthelezicannolongerlivetogether

andthereisnochanceofresolvingyourdifferences.Proofofthiscanincludeevidenceshowing

that:1.youhavenotlivedtogetherforawhile.2.Hecheatedonyou.3.Youlefthim.4.You

don’tloveeachother.

Nolwazikeptquiet.Evenafterallthistime,shestillfounditalltoocomplicatedanddraining.

Anthony:Nowthathehasthesummons,itisclearthatacourtdatewillbeset.Atthishearing,

thejudgewillaskquestionstoconfirmtheinformationinthesummons.Onceeverythingis

settled,adivorceorderwillbegranted.

Nolwaziheldbackheremotions.

Nolwazi:Okay.



Anthony:Itwouldhavebeeneasiertohaveonemediatorbutyouhavemadeitclearthatyou

don’twanttosharealawyerwithhim.

Nolwazi:Yes.

Anthony:Wewillseewhathappensatthispoint.Hehas10daystomakeamove.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Anthony:Iwon’tstoptillthisisdoneNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Anthony:Goodbye.

Nolwazi:ByeAnthony.

ShedroppedthecallandcontinuedtosobinDean’sarms.

***

Kwanelewalkedbacktothelounge,satdownandopenedtheenvelope.

Hereadthroughthepapers…



ParticularsofClaim“A”

(A)PartiesInvolved

PlaintiffisNolwaziCamillaButhelezi(bornDumakude),anadultfemaleEconomist,residingat

(HomeAddress).

DefendantisKwaneleButhelezi,anadultmalePropertyLawyer,residingat(HomeAddress).

(B)Marriage

PlaintiffandDefendant(hereafterreferredtotogetheras“theParties”)marriedeachotheron

10February2010atPretoria,in“OutofCommunityofPropertywithAccrual”stillsubsists.

Kindlyfindattachedheretoacopyofthemarriagecertificatemarked“MC”.

ThePartiesresidewithintheareaofjurisdictionofthishonourablecourt.

Therearenochildrenborninthismarriage.

Thisiswhatcaughthisattention:

(C)Irretrievablebreakdown

ThemarriagebetweenthePartieshaspermanentlybrokendownandtherearenoreasonable

hopesofthere-establishmentofanormalmaritalrelationshipbetweentheminthat:

Defendantdecidedtomarryanotherwoman(ThisisrecognisedasPolygamy)

Defendantleftthecommonhomeapproximatelyayearago;



Thereisnoloveandaffection,understandingandcommunicationbetweentheparties;

Thingschangeddrasticallybecauseofthissecondmarriageandthereisnowaytheywillbe

abletorestorewhattheyhad

Hereaditagain...

Tholi:Kwani.

Heignoredherandcarriedonreading.

Tholiwalkedtohimandthensatnexttohimonthecouch.

Tholi:Kwani!

Heignoredher.

Tholi:Whowasthatman?Whatdidhewa-

ThesecondKwanelelookedupfromthepapers,Tholi’sbodyfroze.Itwaslikeanotheraura

filledhim.

Kwanele:Uqaleniniukubuzakangakawena?

Tholistaredathiminshock.

Kwanele:Whendidyoustartbeingsonosyandannoying?



Tholi:Bu-

Kwanele:ClearyJohannesburggassedyouup.

Tholicouldn’tevenreact.

Kwaneletookallthepapersandstoodup.Tholisatthere,frozen,ashewalkedaway.
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NolwaziandDeanfinallymadetheirwaybacktothepatio.

Lindelwa:Iseverythingokay?

Dean:Sorryforkeepingyouhere.

Lindelwa:Noworries,yin’ndaba?

DeanglancedatNolwazicautiouslyandshenodded.

Dean:Herlawyercalled.Thedivorcepapershavebeengiventohim.

LindelwalookedatNolwazisadlyandsighed.

Lindelwa:Haveaseatdear,I’llgetyousomewarmmilk.



DeansatNolwazidownandthensatnexttoherwhileLindelwamadeherwayinsidethehouse.

Dean:Nolwazibreathe.

Shelookedathimindefeat.AllshecouldimaginewasKwanele’sreactionwhenhesawthose

papers.

Dean:Hey,calmdown.

Hebrushedherhandandshezonedoutagain.Awhilelater,Lindelwawalkedbackwithamug

andgaveittoDean.

Dean:Lwazi.

Nolwaziglancedatthemugandthentookit.Shetookasipofthewarmmilkandtookadeep

breath...

***

Tholibeganpacingupanddownthelounge,herheartrategoingfullforce.

“HowdoesheknowaboutJoburg?Didhehavemefollowed?”herthoughtsfloodedhermind

andshecouldn’thelpbutfeeldizzy.

SherushedtoherphoneanddialledMdu’snumberandheactuallypickedupinstantly.

Mdu:He-



Tholi:Heknows!!!

Mdu:Huh?

Tholi:HeknowsIwasinJohannesburg!!

Mdu:Isit?

Tholi:Yes!!

Mdu:Shame.

Tholiburstoutintears.Mdu’scasualnessdidn’tmakeiteasier.

Mdu:ManjeukhalelaniTholakele?

Tholi:Youdon’tunderstandwhatthismeans!

Shecriedevenmore.

Mdu:Makemeunderstand.

Tholi:Thismeansheknowsaboutus!

Mdu:Good.



Tholidroppedthecallbecauseshecouldn’tdealwithMdu.Sheswitchedoffherphoneand

wenttothebathroomthatwasdownstairstowashherface.Shethenrushedupstairsandwent

tothebedroomandKwanelewasn’tthere.Shetookadeepbreathandthenmadeherwaytohis

officeandknockedlightly.

Therewasnoresponsebutsheknewthathewasinthere.

Sheopenedthedoorslowlyandthenmadeherwayinside.

Kwanelewasonhisdesk,usinghiscomputer.

Tholi:Kwani.

Kwaneleglancedatherforasecondbeforefocusingonthecomputeragain.Sheslowlywalked

towardshimandthensatonthechairbyhisdesk.

Tholi:I’msorryforoffendingyou.

Kwaneledidn’tsayanything.HetypedsomethingandTholitriedholdingbackhertears.

Tholi:Kwani,I’msorry.

Kwanele:Iheardyou.Nowpleaseleave.

Tholi’seyespoppedout.

Kwanele:Andsparemethecrocodiletearsplease.



Tholi’sjawdropped.

HecontinuedtoworkonhiscomputerandTholirushedoutoftheofficeandmadeherwayto

thebathroomagain.

***

Lindelwa:IthinkitsbestIleave...

Deannoddedlightly.

Lindelwa:It’sbeenapleasureLwazi.

Nolwazismiledlightlyandnodded.

Nolwazi:I’msorryaboutthis.

Lindelwa:No,Iunderstand...

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

TheyallstoodupandLindelwahuggedbothofthem.

Lindelwa:Hopefully,everythingwillworkoutforyou.Ngizokubekaemthandazwenisisi.



Nolwazismiled.Shewasfeelingmuchbetterthanbefore.

Lindelwa:Butpleasetrytotakegoodcareofyourself.Theseearlydaysaredangerousforthat

babygrowinginyou.Anythingcantriggerdamage.

Nolwazi:I’lltry.

TheysaidtheirgoodbyesandbothDeanandNolwaziwalkedheroutandwatchedasshedrove

off.

Nolwazi:YouhaveanamazingmotherDean.

Dean:Thankyou.

TheygotinthehouseandwentupstairstothebedroomwhereNolwazilaidonthebed.

Nolwazi:She’sverysweet.

Deanlaynexttoherandpulledhersoshecouldbeontopofhim.

Dean:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Nolwazi:I’mfine.Ijustdidn’texpecthimtobeback...Idon’tknow...

Dean:Doyouthinkhe’llrespondtotheclaim?

Nolwazi:It’snotlikehehasachoice.



Deannoddedlightlyandjustkeptquiet.ItworriedhimhowNolwazialwaysreactedwhen

Kwanelewasmentioned...Hewasevenstartingtodoubthimselfabit...

***

Tholicouldn’ttakeitanymore.Shehadbeenpacingupanddownforawhilenowanditaffected

herhowKwaneleaddressedher.Hehadneverspokentoherinsuchamannerandshedidn’t

knowhowtoreact.

Shefeltlikeshewasgoinginsane.

Shequicklywalkedtotheofficeagainandthenopenedthedoor.

Tholi:Whyareyoubeingsorudetome?

Kwaneleglancedatherwithablankexpression.

Tholi:Youaretheonewholeftmeallalone!Itriedcontactingyouandyoushutmeout!

Kwanelewasstilllookingatherblankly.

Tholistartedsobbing.

Tholi:I’vedonenothingbutloveandsupportyou.Nowyou’readdressingmeliketrash!You’ve

nevershowedmeloveKwanele!

Kwanele:YaziTholakele...



Hewasbeyondcalmandcool.

Kwanele:Ihavedealtwithalotofinsultsandbullshitfortakingyouasmywife...

Tholilookedathim.

Kwanele:I’vebeencallednamesallbecauseIchosetotakeyouin...

Tholiwipedhereyes.

Kwanele:Lalelalakesisi,sinceyou’vemanagedtogetyourselfafairytalelovestorythenI

suggestyoupackyourbagsandgetthefuckoutofmyhouse.

Tholi’seyespoppedout.

Kwanele:Mykindnessisobviouslybeinginterpretedasweakness.

Tholi:No,whatdoyoumean??

Shewasnowcrying.

Kwanele:Don’tyoudarecomenearme.Nonkenizongitholakahle.

Justthen,hisphonerangandhedidn’tcheckthecalleridbeforeanswering.



Kwanele:What?

Thenjiwe:Yewenamfanandini!Uthiwhatkubani?Ihavesomeinformationforyou!

Kwanele:ComeandfetchthisgirlfrommyhousebeforeIthrowheroutmyself.

Thenjiwe:Hee??

Kwanele:Andcallthatauntofherstocomehelpherpack.

Thenjiwe:Uth-

Hedroppedthecallandbythistime,Tholiwaswailing.

Heglancedatherblankly,stillcalm.

Kwanele:Goonandcallyourboyfriend.I’msurehe’llbemorethanhappytohelpyououtwith

yourbrother,Jabulani.Obviouslymyhandisnolongerneeded.

Tholi:Kwani!

Shecriedandhestaredather.

Kwanele:Phuma.

Tholi:Bu-



Kwanele:GetthefuckofhereTholakelebeforeImakeyou.

Shecrieduncontrollably.

Kwanele:Ungratefulpigs...NowIhavetocleanupthisbullshitbecauseIallowedyoutosuck

mein...

Tholi’smindwasrunningwild.Shequicklyrushedoutoftheofficeandshutthedoor.

Kwaneletookhisphoneanddialledanumberashecheckedhisemails.

Itrangforawhilebutitwaseventuallyanswered.

Person:Hello?

Kwanele:Vince,it’sKwanele.

Vince:Whatthehell??Wherehaveyoubeen??

Kwanele:Storyforanotherday...Listen,mylifeisamess.

Vince:Talktome.

Kwanele:Nolwaziisdivorcingme.



Vince:Shit.

Kwanele:Andshe’spregnant.

Vince:Withyourkid??

Kwanele:Ihaven’ttouchedherinmonths.

Vince:Fuck.

Kwanele:ExactlybutIhaveotherplans...

Vince:What’sup?

Kwanele:Ineedyoutohelpmewiththiscase.

Vince:Ofcourse.

Kwanele:She’snotevenawarethatIknowaboutthepregnancy.

Vince:Howdidyoufindout?

Kwanele:Wehaveajointmedicalaid.Igotanemailaboutapaymentthatwasprocessedfor

someallergythingandothertests...ShemusthaveforgottenthatIalsogetthenotifications.

Vince:Shit!



Kwanele:Ineedyoutogothroughourprenupagreement.Gothrougheverysingleline,100

fuckentimesVincent.

Vince:Ihearyou!

Kwanele:I’llsendyoueverything.

Vince:Suresure...

Kwaneledroppedthecallandwentthroughthedivorcesummonsonemoretime...

INSERT75(ShortInsert)

Nolwazi:CanItakeanap?

Dean:Whyareyouasking?

Shegruntedandsankdeeperintohisarmsastheylayinbed.

Nolwazi:IfeellikeI’mhyperventilating.

Dean:Andthere’snoneedto.

Sheclosedhereyesandallowedherselftocalmdown.Sheknewallthisstresswasn’tgoodfor

herbutshecouldn’thelpit.ShefeltDeankissherforeheadandtheneverythingslowlycame

backtonormal.Sheallowedherselftorelaxinhisarmsanddriftintoapeacefulandsafesleep.



Oncehewassurethatshewasasleep,Deancarefullylethergoandthengotupfromthebed.

Hemadehiswaytohisstudy...

***

Kwaneleheardhismothershoutingfromtheloungeandhecalmlygotupandmadehiswayout

ofhisoffice.

Hewalkedtothelounge.

Thenjiwe:Whatdidyoudo?!!

Tholistoodtheresheepishlywitharedfaceandswolleneyes.

Thenjiwe:YewenaTholakele!Wenzenidammit!

Tholi’schestheavedpainfullyandsheglancedatKwaneleshamefullybuthedidn’treact.

ThenjiwelookedatKwanele.

Thenjiwe:Whatdidthissillygirldo?

Kwanele:Idon’twantherinmyhouse.



ThenjiwelookedatKwaneleinamixtureofangerandconfusion.

Kwanele:Helpherpackandleave.

TholibegancryingagainandThenjiweturnedsharplytolookather.

Thenjiwe:Whyareyoucrying?!

Tholitriedtostiflehertearsbutshecouldn’tholdthemback.ShelookedatKwanelepleadingly

andhejuststaredatherexpressionless.

Kwanele:Mxm.

Heturnedandwalkedaway.

Thenjiwe:Tholakele.

Tholilookeddownanddidn’tsayanything.

Thenjiwe:Youbetterrunupthosestairsandcleanthatman’sfeet!

TholilookedatThenjiwe.

Thenjiwe:Whatareyoustillwaitingfor??

ThenjiwestormedoutofthehouseandTholisankonherkneesandstayedthereforalongtime

tryingtofigureoutwhatshewoulddo...



Shetookadeepbreathanddecidedshewouldjustpackherthingsandleave.

Shewalkedupthestairsandmadeherwaytothebedroom.Asshetookoutabag,Kwanele

walkedoutfromthebathroomandwalkedtothebed.

Tholisilentlyputinsomethingsinthebag.Herheartratewasonanotherlevel.

SuddenlysheheardKwanelechucklequietlyandshelookedupathim.

Kwanele:WaittillNolwazifindsout...

Herheartimmediatelysank.

Kwanele:YoureallythinkyouareCinderelladon’tyou?Thatyourprincecharmingwillsaveyou?

Tholistoppedpackingandlookedathimnervously.Hewasstillsocalm...

Kwanele:Youthinkbecauseshegaveyoualousyglassofwarmmilk,she’sgoingtoacceptthat

you’refuckingherbrother?DoyouevenknowNolwazi?

Tholi’sheartratebegantointensifyevenmore.

Kwanele:DoyouknowThandeka?Matteroffact,doyouknowNomzamo?

Shebegantopanicinternally.



Kwanele:Goonwithyourchildishandfairytalementality.Realitywillhityousohardandnoone

willbetheretoprotectyou.

Sheswallowedhard.

Kwanele:AftereverythingIhaveputupwithforyou,you’regoingtostabmeinthebackand

fuckmeover?Haveyounoshame?

Tholitriedsayingsomethingbutwordsfailedher.

Kwanele:Carryonpacking...

Hewalkedoutofthebedroomandleftherthere.Shesatontheedgeofthebedandrubbedher

eyes.Suddenlyitallclicked...Sherealisedtheseverityofheractionsandthepeopleshewill

hurtandangerbecauseofhercarelessness.Shehadn’teventhoughtaboutMdu’sfamily...She

hadallowedherselftonotthinkandnowitallcamecrashingdown.Therewasnowaythings

wouldworkoutbetweenthem.

Kwanelemadehiswaybacktohisofficeandtookoutacopyofhisprenupagreement.Allof

thiswasstandardforhim.Heknewhehadtogothrougheverysingleline100timesuntilhe

madehismoves.

Hereachedforhisphoneanddialledanumberanditrangforawhile.

Thepersoneventuallyanswered.

Person:Hello?

Kwanele:It’sKwanele.



Person:Hi.

Kwanele:Sowhenlasthasshebeenthere?

Person:It’sbeenawhilenow.

Kwanele:AndDeanaswell?

Person:Uhmhealsovanisheswhenshevanishes.

Kwanele:Theyhaven’tmadephysicalcontactpublically?

Person:UhIdon’tthinkso...They’realwayslockedupineachother’sofficesthough.

Kwanele:Okay.Letmeknowoncetheyshowup.

Person:Willdo...

Kwaneledroppedthecall.

***

Deanmadehiswaydownstairsandwenttohisstudy.Hesatdownandreachedforhisphone

anddialledanumber.Itrangforawhilebutthepersoneventuallyanswered.



Person:Hello?

Dean:Deanspeaking.

Thepersonchuckled.

Person:TowhatdoIowethepleasure?

Dean:Someoneisabouttotrytofuckupmylife.

Thepersonlaughed.

Person:Doesthissomeoneknowwhothey’retryingtomesswith?

Dean:Evidently,not.

Person:What’sgoingon?

Dean:I’mdealingwithanannoyingdon’t-want-to-be-an-ex-husbandepilepticsonofabitch.

Person:Welldamn!

Dean:I’mbeingtested.

Person:What’sthelevelofthesituation?



Dean:Nowthatitwillinvolvemykid,I’dsaynoshittypeoflevel.

Thepersonchuckledquietly.

Dean:I’mgoingtokeepmydistanceandobservefornowbutshouldthatepilepticidiottestme

further,Iwillmakesurehesuffocatesfromhissalivawhilehavingaseizure.

Person:Hehehewasobviouslyneverready.

Dean:Mykidisinthepicture...

Person:Youkeeptalkingaboutakid.Didyoumakethisgirlpregnant?

Dean:Don’taskmestupidquestions.

Person:Geeshcalmdown!

Dean:Listen,thiscallistoletyouknowthatI’mbeingannoyed.

Person:AndIunderstandthatyouhatebeingannoyed.

Dean:Exactly.Nowbeonthelookoutforme.I’llsendyoudetails...

Person:I’llbewaiting.

Deandroppedthecallandsatbackonhisseatforawhile,tryingtocalmtheangerbrewingin

him.HeknewKwanelewasuptosomething.Hedisappearsforweeksandcomesoutof



nowherewithoutlettinganyoneknowthatheisback?ThatscreamedshadinessandDeanknew

hehadtobe10stepsaheadifhewantedNolwazitobefullyhis...
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Nolwaziwokeup2hourslaterandmadeherwaytothebathroomtofreshenup.Shewasstilla

bitstressedbutshesoonrealisedthattherewasnousestressing.Allofthiswouldrequireher

tobesuperfocused.

Asshemadeherwaybacktothebedroom,Deanwalkedinandsmiled.

Dean:Aren’twerefreshed...

Nolwazi:Noonepreventedyoufromtakinganap.

Dean:Whileyouarebusytakingnaps,theworldismoving.

Sherolledhereyesandtheywalkedovertothebedandhesatdownandpulledhertohislap.

Dean:Areyoufeelingbetternow?

Shenoddedlightlyasshesatcomfortablyonhim.

Nolwazi:Iwasabitoverwhelmed.

Dean:Andyou’reunderwhelmednow?



Nolwazi:Mxm.

Hechuckledandlookedathersoftly.

Dean:Youreallyshouldn’twasteyourenergy.

Nolwazi:Youthink?

Dean:What’stheworstthatcouldhappen?

Nolwazi:Hedragsitout.

Dean:Manje?It’shismoneyhiswasting.

Shesighedheavilyandeventuallynodded.

Dean:Toughenup.

Nolwazi:You’reactuallytheworstmotivatortoeverlive.

Helaughedquietly.

Nolwazi:Butanyway,Ihearyou...

Dean:Good.



Sheleanedclosertohisfaceandplantedakissonhislips.

Dean:Ungalinge.

ShegiggledquietlyandthenplantedanotheronebutDeantightenedhisholdonherandkissed

hermore.Shegrowledinbetweenandhejustchuckledashecontinuedtokissher.

Heranhisonehandupanddownherthighandslowlysliditbetween.Stillonhislap,she

openedherlegsslightlyandhewentfurtherinside,exploringherunderneaththedressshehad

on.Atthispoint,itfeltlikeshehadneverhadDeanbefore.Shecravedhimbadlyandhesmiled

ashesensedthisneed.Hishandwentfurtherinsideuntilittouchedthebaseofhervagina.He

strokedhergentlyandsheletoutamoanwhiletheirlipsstilltouched.Sheexhaledloudlyashe

tappedhergently,makingherwanthimevenmore.Sheopenedherlegsmoreandhechuckled

onceagainbutstoppedkissingher.

Shelookedathimquestioningly.

Dean:You’retense.

Nolwazi:Thenun-tenseme!

Dean:You’resodramatic.

Shegruntedandhemadeherstandup.

Dean:I’llbebackjustnow.

ShehuffedandthenthrewherselfonthebedasDeanwalkedoutofthebedroom.Hemadehis

waydownstairstothekitchenandopenedthefridge,takingouticecubes...



Deanpridedhimselfwhenitcametosatisfyingwomen.Inhismind,therereallywasnothinghe

wasn’tgoodat.HewasdeterminedtomakeNolwazirelaxcompletelyandforgetabout

Kwanele...

HemadehiswaybackupstairstothebedroomandfoundNolwazisittingontheedgeofthe

bed,lookingveryirritated.

Dean:OnceI’mdonewithyou,thatsmuglookonyourfacewillbegone.

Nolwazi:Tryme.

Sherolledhereyes.

Dean:Lieonthebedandstopannoyingme.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shedidasshewastoldandthenglancedathimasheplacedtheicecubesontheside.

Hethengotontopofherandbeforeshecouldsaysomething,hehadalreadyplacedhislipson

hers.Shestoppedtryingtotalkasthedesirebegancreepingupagain.Theykissedgentlyand

shemoanedquietly.Deanstartedtakingoffherdressandshehelpedhimtakeoffhisclothes

aswell.TheykissedagainandjustasNolwaziwasabouttofallintoherneedystateagain,Dean

stoppedthekissandshesulked.

Dean:Turnaround.

Shewasabouttocomplainwhenhegaveheranaffirmativelookandsheobligedandliedon



herstomach.

Dean:Let’sgetthisbodyniceandrelaxed.

Nolwazihuffedandhechuckledashetookanicecubeandputitonherneck.Hesliditcarefully

downherspineandshewincedatfirstcontact.Asitsliddown,hewatchedherbody’sreaction

andthenstoppedatherwaist.Hethenleanedclosertoherneckandplantedfeatherkisses...

Shesighed...Hetracedkissesdownthespinewheretheicehadbeenandshequiveredatthe

thrillofitall.Theicemeltedashereachedherwaist.Heslowlylickedthewateroffandshe

moanedasthefeelofhistonguecaressedher.Hetookanothericecubeandtraceditdownher

buttuntilhereachedherthighs.Sheinvoluntarilyopenedupherlegsjustalittlebitsohecould

slideitinbetweenthosethighs.Hecarefullywentupanddownthemiddleofthethighsuntilthe

icemelted...Bythistimeshewascompletelyaroused.

Hecarefullyrepositionedherandmadeherturnaroundsoshecouldfaceup.Heloweredhis

bodyandtheirfacestouched.HedelvedinforakissandhegroanedashefeltNolwazislideher

handbetweentheirpressedbodiessoshecouldtouchhiserection.

TherewasnowayonecouldbecompletelydominantwithNolwazi.Justwhenhethoughthe

hadeverythingundercontrol,shealwaysremindedhim(evenifitwaslittlegestures)thatshe

wasnotaboutthatsubservientorsubmissivelife.

Sheslowlystrokedhiserectcockastheykissed.Shekissedhislowerlipfirstandthenmoved

ontohisupperlip...Roleswerenowcompletelyreversed...Shelickedhisupperlipseductively

andthenmovedontohislowerlip.ShebititandDeangrowledinpleasure...Shecontinuedto

strokehiscockandhefelthimselfgetweakerbythesecond.

Justasshewasabouttotouchhisballs,hequicklyreachedforanicecubeandbeforeNolwazi

couldtakeanotherbreath,hehadalreadyplacedtheicecubeonthebaseofhervagina.

Nolwazi:Ah!

Hesmiledtohimselfashewatchedhershuthereyesandrollherneck.Hethenslowlyplaced



theicecubeonthetopofherclitoris.

Nolwazi:Aaah!

Hechuckledquietlyandthenreachedforanothericecubeandtuckeditinherlips.Hethen

leanedclosertoherandkissedher.Theirlipsweren’teventouchingbuttheywerekissing

nonetheless.Whiletheydidthis,heusedhisonehandtoreachdowntheicecubethatwason

herclitandheslowlyrubbeditaroundthatarea.Sheletoutacryandhecontinuedtokissher

whilealsorubbingherclitwiththeice.

Eventuallyboththeiceontheirlipsandherclitmeltedandsoon,hisfingerswereincontactwith

herclitandhismouthwasincontactwithhermouth.Theykissedpassionatelyandshejust

drownedinpleasure.Hesloweddownthekissandthentookanothericecubeandplacediton

onenipple.Shemoanedloudlyasherubbedthenipplewiththeiceandthenmovedontothe

othernipple.Hetookthelasticecubethatwasleftandthenplaceditinbetweenhislips.He

wentuptoherneck,traceditallaroundthatarea,wentdowntoherbreasts,traceditallaround

thatarea,wenttoherbellybutton,nibbledabitthereandfinally,hegottowhereNolwazi

neededhimthemost.Hepositionedhimselfproperlyandthenopenedherlegswider.Heleaned

closertohisnewhomeandusedthaticetothefullest.Shestartedmovingherhipsslowlyto

hisrhythmandsoonenough,theicehadmeltedandnowhecouldusehistonguefully.He

kissedherclitorisgently,consideringthefactthatitwasverysensitiveatthispoint.Hekissedit

tenderlyandthenlickedandsuckedit.

Nolwazi:Dean...

Shemoanedhisnameandsighedheavilyasshesankdeeperintothebed.Shehadlostcontrol

ofherself.

Atthispoint,Deandidn’tseetheuseoffingeringher.Hisaimwastogethertocummultiple

timesbeforehecouldgoinandclitorisstimulationalwaysdrovehertotheedge.

Hefocusedonthatlittlebeanandfelthermusclestighten.Hesuckedherharderandfasterand

shetoomovedherhipsharderandfaster.



Theendwasnear...

Sheplacedherhandonthebackofhisheadandpressedhimdeeperinside.Histongue’space

increasedandintensifiedandsoonenough,shewaslettingoutascream.Herjuicesspreadon

hisfacebuthecontinuedbecauseheknewthiswasnotenough.Hegaveitonelastlickand

suckandsureenough,anotherorgasmcameflyingbyandheputhisheadupandwatchedas

shetwitchedandmoaned,completelylostinherownworld...

Hesmiledtohimselfashewentuptoherfacetokissher.

HerbodywascompletelyrelaxedandDeancouldnowdohisjobproperly...

INSERT77(Couldn’tedit)

TholimadeherwaytoKwanele’sofficeandknocked.

Kwanele:Ngena.

Shetookadeepbreathbeforewalkingin.

Sheopenedthedoorandthenmadeherwayinside.Kwanelewassittingcomfortablyinhis

seat...Shewalkedovertothedeskandhestaredatherwithoutsayinganything.Hewasn’t

angryoranything.Hewasjustsittingthere,lookingathercoolly.

Tholi:Kwani.

Kwanele:Hmm?



Sheglancedathimandshiveredabit.Helookedathercalmly.

Tholi:I’msorry.

Kwanele:I’msettingyoufree.Isn’tthatwhatyouwant?

Tholilookedathimpleadingly.

Tholi:I’msorry.

Kwanele:Uxoliselani?

Tholi:Ijus-

Shehuffedandbitherbottomlipnervously.

Tholi:Ididn’tmeanto-

Shekeptquietandlookeddown.

Kwanele:HambaTholakele.Nooneisstandinginyourwaysisi.

Tholi:Don’tsaythat!

Kwanele:Ufunangithini?YougogallivantinginJohannesburgandcomebackfeelingyourself...



Goonthen,I’mnotstoppingyou.

Tholi:Buthowdidyouknow??

Kwanele:Mxm,youreallythinkyou’regoingtowalkaroundSandtonandnothaveoneofmy

peopleseeyou?

Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:Ungenzaislimakahlekahlewena.I’mlosingmywifebecauseIchosetohelpyouand

nowyou’respittinginmyface?

Tholi:Iwasn’t-

Kwanele:HambaTholakele.I’mdonewithyou.

Tholi:I’mnotleavingyou.

Kwanelechuckled.

Kwanele:Mxm.

Tholi:Iwasn’tthinking.

Kwanele:Damnrightyouweren’t.Thesecondpeoplefindout,unyileandI’mnotevengoingto

protectyou.



Tholihuffed.

Kwanele:Youmightaswellgetthosedivorcepapersaswell.KickmewhileI’mdown.

Tholi:KwaniI’msorry!

Shestartedsobbing.

Kwanele:HambokhalelauMduwakho.

Hehissedashetookhisphoneandbrowsedthroughit.

Kwanele:Unbelievable...

Shestaredathimasheignoredher.

Kwanele:AndyouknowwhatwillhappenonceIcutalltieswithyou...

Tholirushedoutandshutthedoor.Shewalkedtothebedroom,packedsomeofherthingsand

thengotherphoneandswitchediton.ShedialledMdu’snumberandhepickedup.

Mdu:Tholi.

Shetriednottosob.

Tholi:Pleasecomegetme.



Mdu:Okay.

Tholi:NowMdu.

Mdu:Okay.

Tholi:Thanks.

MdudroppedthecallandjustasTholiturnedaround,shesawKwanelestandingbythedoor.

Hewalkedinside,shakinghisheadlightlyandwalkedovertotheclosettotakeajersey.Tholi

watchednervouslyasheworeitandthenwalkedoutagain.Shefeltherheartbeatveryfastand

hadtositdownforawhilejusttocalmherselfdown.Kwanelewasobviouslynothimselfandit

freakedherouthowhewasjustcalmaboutthewholething.

AfterawhileherphoneranganditwasMdu.

Tholi:Hello.

Mdu:Phuma.

Tholi:Okay.

Shedroppedthecallandtookherbag.Shemadeherwaydownstairsandthenrushedoutofthe

house.Asshewalkedpastthegarage,shesawthatKwanele’scarwasnotthere.Shewalked

outoftheyardandquicklymadeherwaytoMdu’scar.Onceshegotin,shelookedoverathim

nervouslyandhelookedatherverycasually.

Mdu:Tookyoulongenough.



Sheleanedclosertohimandhepulledhertowardshimandwrappedhisarmaroundher.She

startedsobbing.

Tholi:Hechasedmeout!

Mdu:Isit?

Shenoddedasshecried.

Mdu:Manjeukhalelani?

Shelookedathimsharplyandheshruggedhisshoulders.

Mdu:Goodriddance...

Tholi:Youdon’tunderstand.

Mdu:Tholiyoucan’texpectmetostressaboutsomethingIdon’tknowabout.

Shesobbedquietlyandeventuallysatbackonherseatandwipedherface.

Mdu:Yini?

Tholi:Kwaneleisthereasonmybrotherisstillalive.



Mdusighed.

Mdu:We’lltalkaboutthisafteryou’vecalmeddown...

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

***

Nolwazi:I’mhavingweirdcramps.

Shetouchedherbellyandhissed.

Dean:That’smysondeveloping.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Deanchuckled.

Nolwazi:Ibookedanappointmentwithmydoctortomorrow.

Dean:Dr.Smith?

Shenodded.

Dean:Okay.



Nolwazi:Ineedhimtogiveusthelowdownoneverything.

Dean:Indeed.

Nolwazi:Soyoureallywantaboy?

Deanpulledherclosertohimandsherestedherheadonhischest.

Dean:Aboywouldmakemeveryhappy.

Nolwazi:Butwhathappensifit’sgirl?Itsoundslikeyouwon’tevenloveher.

Deanlaughed.

Dean:OfcourseI’llbedisappointedbutI’llloveherregardless.

Nolwazi:Angekesaziphelayoumayjustflee.

Dean:Haisuka.

Nolwazilookedathim.

Nolwazi:IthinkIneedtotellmymother.

Dean:Justyourmother?



Shenoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Mydadcan’tfindoutuntilI’matleastshowing.

Hechuckled.

Nolwazi:Oncethedivorceisfinal,hewon’tgivemetoomuchheartacheaboutit.

Dean:AslongasyouandIareonthesamepageNolwaziIcouldn’tgiveafuckwhatpeople

think.Attheendoftheday,that’smyseedgrowinginyouandI’mgoingtoprotectyouatall

costs.

Nolwazi:Haikenawenge-drama.Yousaythatasifsomeoneisouttogetme.

Dean:ThispregnancyisgoingtopissalotofpeopleoffLwazi.QuitefranklyIdon’tseeanyone

acceptingthenewswholeheartedly.Atthispointwebothneedtobeanunmovableforce

becauseIcanguaranteeyouthatitwon’tbeassmoothaswewouldlikeittobe.AllIknow

thoughisthatnooneisgoingtoharmyouinanyway,unlessI’mdeadofcourse.

Nolwazismiledslyly.

Nolwazi:Howsexy...

Dean:I’mnotevenjoking.Idareanyidiottocomenearmykid.

Nolwazi:Ithinkyou’reover-thinkingit.Sure,peoplewon’tbehappyaboutitbutIthinkthat’sas

farasitwillget.



Dean:Itbetter...

Nolwazileanedclosertohisfaceandkissedhim.

Nolwazi:Let’snotruintheZenvibe,yes?

Deanexhaledandsmiledlightly.

Dean:Youlikedthemassage?

Nolwazi:Youhavenoidea.

Dean:There’smoretocome...

Nolwazi:Ngempela?

Henoddedandshechuckled.Shethengotontopofhimandrestedherfaceonhisneck.

***

KwanelemadehiswaytoDr.Smith’sprivatepracticeandbecausetheyhaveknowneachother

foryears,hedidn’tevenneedtomakeanappointment.

DrSmith:Longtimenosee!

Kwaneleandhimgreetedeachotherandmadetheirwaytohisoffice.



Dr.Smith:HowismysweetNolwazidoing?

Kwanelechuckledquietly.

Kwanele:You’reobviouslybehind...

Dr:What’swrong??

Kwanele:Letmefillyouin...

HewentontotellDr.Smitheverysinglethingthatwentdown.Bythetimehewasdone

speaking,Dr.Smith’sjawwasonthefloor.

Dr:No!

Kwanelechuckled.

Dr:Soit’sover??

Kwanele:Apparently.

Dr:Soshedoesn’tknowthatyouknowaboutthepregnancy?

Kwaneleshookhishead.



Kwanele:I’vebeengoingcrazy...

DrSmithlookedathimintently.

Kwanele:YouneedtocheckthisshitoutSmithbecausethere’snowayI’mshootingblanks.

Dr:Doyoureallythinkthatitmightbeyou?

Kwanele:WhatamIsupposedtothinkwhenI’vebeenwiththiswomanfor4yearsyetshe

couldn’tconceivebutthesecondshesleepswithsomeoneelsesheconceives?

Dr.Smithnoddedlightly.

Kwanele:Youneedtocheckthisshitoutandconfirmeverything...

Dr:Whatwillhappenifyouaretheinfertileone?

Kwanele:I’mnoteventryingtothinkthatfar.DothesetestsnowsoIcanfindawayforward...

INSERT78(Couldn’tedit)

MdudrovetosomeunfamiliarcomplexandTholishothimalook.

Mdu:We’llstayhereuntilIsortthatemptyhouseout.

Tholi:Whoseplaceisthis??



Mdu:Youlikestressingyourselfngezintoezibhedayo.

Tholihissed.

Mdu:HaiphelaI’lltakeyoubacktoyourhusband’splace.

Shelookedathimsharplyandhechuckled.

Mdu:I’mjustkidding.You’reminenow.

Tholi:Thisisnotajoke!

Mduignoredheranddroveinthecomplexandparked.TheygotoutandhewaitedforTholito

gettohimandthenwrappedhisarmaroundhershoulders.

Mdu:WeshouldhavestayedinJoburgyabo?

Sheremovedhisarmfromherbutheinsistedandwrappedbothhisarmsaroundherwaist.

Mdu:Onaseriousnote,doyouwantmetotakeyoubacktohim?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:BecauseI’mnotgoingtotolerateanynonsensicalguilttalk.



Tholi:HowamIsupposedtofeel?Ibetrayedhim.

Mdu:Thengobacktohim.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Shedidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Theidiotkicksyououtandyetyou’restillthinkingaboutbetrayinghim?

Tholi:I’mnotasheartlessasyou.

Mduchuckledandtightenedhisholdonher.Hepulledherclosertilltheirbodiestouchedand

thensmiledwarmly.

Mdu:I’llaskyouonelasttime,doyouwantmetotakeyouback?

Shelookedathimshamefacedlyandeventuallyshookherhead.

Mdu:Good.

Heplantedakissonhercheekandthenletgoofherasheledthewaytotheapartment.

***

Beforeanythingcouldbeconducted,Dr.SmithbeganabriefinterviewwithKwanelethat

included:Afullmedicalandreproductivehistory,alongwithanysurgerieshehashadand

medicationsheistaking.Healsoaskedhimlifestylequestions,includinghisexercise,smoking,

anddruguse,andthenhadaphysicalexamwhichwasafrankdiscussionabouthissexuallife,

includinganyproblemswithsexorprevioussexuallytransmitteddiseases…Kwaneleanswered



truthfullyandanticipatedthetests.

DrSmith:Identifyingthecauseofaman'sinfertilityisasmuchanartasascience.Oneofthe

testsisknownas“SpermandSemenAnalysis”.Hereweassesstheman'sspermcount,their

shape,movement,andothervariables.Generally,ahighernumberofnormal-shapedsperm

meanshigherfertility.Butexceptionsarecommon.Manymenwithlowspermcountsor

abnormalsemenarestillfertile.Ifthefirstsemenanalysisisnormal,thenIwillorderasecond

testtoconfirmtheresults.Twonormaltestsareusuallyinterpretedtomeanthatyoudon’thave

anysignificantinfertilityproblems.Ifsomethingintheresultslooksirregular,thenImightorder

furtherteststopinpointtheproblem.Surprisingly,ifnosemenorspermatallarepresent,this

canbeagoodthing.Itmightsuggestablockageinthe"plumbing"thatcanbecorrectedwith

surgery.

Kwanele:Soshootingblanksdoesn’tnecessarilymeanamanisinfertile?

Dr:Insomeinstancesitdoesbutifitdoesn’tthentheremightbeablockagethatcanbefixed

throughsurgery.

Kwanelenodded.

Kwanele:I’veneverhadsexualproblems...Ijustdon’tunderstandwhyshewasunableto

conceiveallthistime...

DrSmithnodded.

Dr:Ineedtodiscusssomethingwithyoufirst.

Kwanele:What?

Dr:Ithinkit’sbestifIdistancemyselffromthissituationfromnowonwards.



Kwanelekeptquiet.

Dr:IhavegrowntoappreciatebothofyouandIdonotwanttobeinvolvedinanydispute

betweenyoutwo.

Kwanele:YoucandisappearafteryouconductthistestSmith.

Dr:Aslongasweareonthesamepage.Iwillkeepthisprivate,asIamsupposedto,andIwill

backoff.

Kwanele:Finebyme.

Dr:Good.

HestoodupandthenexplainedtheproceduretoKwanele...

Kwanelechuckled.

Kwanele:Ihaven’tbustedanutinaverylongtimeSmith.

Dr:WellIneedyoursperms!

Theylaughed.

Kwanele:Theregoesmycleansing...

Dr:Asifit’sbychoice!



Kwanele:Watchitnow!

Theylaughedsomemore...

Dr:Here’sthecup.Ineedyoutofillthiswholethingwithyoursoldiers...

Kwanelenodded.

Dr:Ievenhaveaspecialroomforyou.

TheywalkedoutoftheofficeandDrSmithledhimtosomeotherroom.Whentheymadetheir

wayinside,Kwanelechuckled.Therewasastackofpornographicmagazinesandposters...

Dr:You’reobviouslygoingtoneedsomemotivation.

Kwanelechuckled.

Dr:Here’saTVandawholebunchofDVDstoenticeyou.

Kwanele:I’mnotintowhitepeople’spornSmith.

DrSmithlaughedboldly.

Dr:Listen,IevenhaveAsianstuffthere.Pickwhateveryouwant.



Kwanelechuckledandnodded.

Dr:Alrightthen,you’llletmeknowonceyou’vegotyourhappyending.

Kwanele:Willdo.

DrSmithmadehiswayoutandKwanelesatontherecliningchair...

***

Tholiwasbeyondexhausted.Herbrainwasbeyondfriedatthispointandallthecryingmade

herphysicallytired.

Mdu:Wouldyouliketotakeashower?

Tholilookedarounduncomfortably.

Mdu:Tholithisismyfriend’splace,relax.

Tholi:Kantiyenawhereishenjengobathinasila?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:You’rereallyuncomfortable?

Shenodded.



Mdu:Myhousehasnobed.

Tholi:Igrewupsleepingonthefloor.

Mdu:HaikemanjeIhavetosleeponthefloornami?

Shenodded.

Tholi:It’snotthatbad.

Mdu:Wellobviouslyit’snotbadforyou.Youhaveallthecushionyouneedtosleeponthefloor.

Shelookedathimsharplyandhelaughedandpulledherintohisarms.

Mdu:Ngiyadlala.Iloveyourcushions.

Tholi:You’reapologisingwithaninsult!

Mdu:HaiI’dneverinsultyou.You’reperfectphelawena.

Sherolledhereyesbuthercheeksturnedreddishasshetriedtohidethefactthatshewas

blushing.

Mdu:Averyperfectcushion.



Tholi:Mdu!

Helaughedquietlyandsqueezedher.

Tholi:Uyeyisawena.

Mdu:I’mhungry.

Tholi:Soyouinsultpeoplewhenyou’rehungry?

Mdufrowned.

Tholi:I’mtired.

Mdu:Thenlet’sordersomething.

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:Areyouwillingtostayhereforjusttonight?

Shelookedathimandjustnoddedindefeat.

Mdu:It’snotlikeyouhaveachoice,chubbycheeks.

Shepushedhimawayandhelaughed.



Mdu:You’repracticallyhomeless.

Shecrossedherarmstightlyandlookedathimangrily.

Mdu:AmIwrong?

Tholi:Stopteasingme!

Mdu:I’msorryke.

Tholi:You’rebeingmean.

Mdu:Wozake.

Hepulledherandwrappedhisarmsaroundherandshestifledasmiled.

Mdu:We’llgetfurnituretomorrowsoyoucanlivecomfortablyinyourman’shouse.

TholiHowamIsupposedtorespondtothecrazythingsyousay?

Mduchuckledandplantedakissonherforehead.

Mdu:Letmeordersomething.I’mfamished.

Heletgoofherandwenttothelounge...



***

DrSmithlookedatKwaneleintentlyandsighed.

Kwanele:Don’twastemytimeoldman.

Dr:We’regoingtogettheresultsinafewdays...

Kwanele:Whatdoyouthink?

Dr:Honestly?

Kwanelenoddedtightly.

Dr:Idon’tthinkthere’sanythingwrongwithyou...

Kwanelelookedathimwithoutsayinganythingforawhile.

Kwanele:Whydoyousaythat?

DrSmithsighedheavilyandscratchedhishead...

Kwanele:WhatSmith?

DrSmithlookedathimintently.



Kwanele:Doyouknowsomething?

DrSmithsighedonceagain.

Kwanele:WellnowI’mdefinitelynotleavinguntilyoutellmewhateveryou’rethinking.

Theysatinsilenceforawhile...

INSERT79(Couldn’tedit)

Mdu:Whyaren’tyoueating?

TholiignoredhimandcarriedonwatchingTV.Shewassittinguprightandwasobviouslyuptight.

Mduontheotherhandwaschewingaway.Helookedatherasheswallowedsomeofhispizza.

Hethenleanedclosertoherwithhissliceofpizzaanddangleditinfrontofherfaceandshe

pushedhishandaway.

Mdu:Yinisisi?Youdon’thaveanappetite?

Shelookedathimsharplyandhechuckled.

Mdu:Hmkay.

Hefinishedupthesliceandthensatbackonthecouchcomfortably.

Mdu:Comecloser.



SheignoredhimandcontinuedfocusingontheTV.

Mdu:Tholakele.

Tholi:Leavemealone.

Mdu:Unemihloloyazi.Youaskmetofetchyouandthenactfreshonceyou’rewithme?

Tholi:Iwouldn’thavecomehadIknownthatI’dbeinsulted.

Mdu:Aveune-drama.

Sherolledhereyesandcontinuedtofocusonthescreenbuthepulledhertillshewasgluedto

him.

Tholi:You’rehurtingme!

Mdu:Haisuka.

Tholi:Mdu...

Shegruntedbuthejustwrappedhisarmaroundherandcontinuedtopinheragainsthim.

Mdu:DidIhurtyourfeelings?

Tholitriedmovingbuthetightenedhisgriponher.



Tholi:I’mtiredMdu,leavemealone.

Hesmiledmischievously.

Mdu:Wantmetogiveyouamassage?

Tholi:Nothanks!

Shetriedmovingagain.

Mdu:AwumengodlameTholi.I’mofferingmyservicestoyouanditoffendsmethatyoudon’t

wantthem.

Shelookedathimannoyingly.

Mdu:Watchit.

Tholi:Idon’twantyourservices.

Mdu:Wellthathurtsmyfeelings.

Tholi:Whatwillittakeforyoutokeepquiet??

Mduchuckled.



Tholi:Don’tyouwantsomepeaceandquiet??

Mdulookedatherinnocently.

Mdu:You’retheonewho’smakingnoiserightnow.

Tholi:Argh.

Mdu:UyadelelakodwaTholakele.

Shelookedathimblankly.

Mdu:What’swrongwithyou?

Tholi:I’mtired.

Mdu:Letmegiveyouamassage.

Tholi:NoIdon’tneedone.

Mdu:Mxm.

Hequicklystoodupandthenbentovertoherandpickedherup.Shescreamedinshock.

Mdu:Umangazwayini?



Shelookedathiminshockandhelaughedashewalkedtothebedroomwithherinhisarms.

Tholi:Putmedown!

Hegottothebedroomandthenputheronthebedandshegaspedinshock.

Mdu:Shit,mybackhurts.

Shelookedathimindisbeliefandhelaughedashesatnexttoherandwrappedhisarmaround

her.

Mdu:NgiyadlalamanTholakele.

Tholi:Idon’tappreciateyourrudejokes.

Mdu:Awusaphaphinjethesedays.

Shegruntedandstaredathim.

Mdu:Letmemakeituptoyou.

Tholi:Willthismassagegetyoutoleavemealone?

Mdu:Yes.

Shelookedathimexpectantly.



Tholi:Hurryup.

Mdu:Haiwhorushesamasseur?

Tholi:What’samasseur?

Mdu:Apersonwhoprovidesmassagesprofessionally.

Tholirolledhereyes.

Tholi:I’mtiredMduandI’mnotinthemood.

Mdu:WeehhasKwaneleseenthissideofyou?

Shelookedathimsharplyandhechuckled.

Mdu:ItseemslikeI’maneasytargetforyou...

Shekeptquietandhechuckledagain.

Mdu:Anyway,letmedomyshit.

Hetoldhertobalanceherbackontheheadboardandthenhesatontheedgeofthebedand

tookoffhersocks.Heplacedherfeetonhislapandthengrabbedonefootveryroughlyandshe

protested.



Helaughedasshetriedtoremoveherfeetfromhislap.

Mdu:Calmdown.

Tholi:Pleasestopwithyourgames.

Shelookedathimpleadinglyandhesighed.

Mdu:You’rereallytired?

Shenoddedlightly.

Mdu:Haisukathere’snoneedtobesheepishkenawe.

Tholi:NgikhatheleMduduzi.

Mdu:Ewu,saymynameonemoretime.

Tholichuckledlightlyandrolledhereyes.Mduthenbegantomassageherfeetandsherelaxed

abit.

Mdu:ItoldyouI’mgood.

Tholi:Youcouldusesometraining...

Mdu:Mxm.



Shechuckledquietlyandclosedhereyesandallowedherselftorelaxevenmore.Mdu

massagedherfeetforaverylongtimeandshefinallyfeltherselfdozeoff.ShethenfeltMdu’s

presenceoverherbutwastoolazytoopenhereyes.

Shefelthimplantakissonherforehead.

Mdu:I’mgoingtotakecareofyouwena.

Shegruntedsleepilyandhelaughedquietly.

Mdu:You’llknowwhatloveis...

***

KwaneledialledThuli’snumberandsheansweredafteralongtime.

Thuli:Hello?

Kwanele:Thuli.

Thuli:Hello?WhoamIspeakingto?

Kwanele:Somyvoiceisevenunrecognisablenow?

Thuli:OhshitKwanele??



Kwanelekeptquiet.

Thuli:Wherethefuckareyou?!

Kwanele:Havinganearlydinneratyourfavouriterestaurant.

Thuli:You’reback??

Kwanele:Canyoucome?

Thuli:Giveme20minutes.

Kwanele:Okay.

Thuli:Bye.

Kwanele:Bye.

Hedroppedthecallandbrowsedthroughhisphone,thinkingaboutwhatDrSmithhadtoldhim...

Ittookeveryfibreinhimnottoburstoutandkilleveryhumanthatpassedhimbuthemanaged

tostaycalmasever.

Justashewasabouttofinishoffhisglassofwater,hisphonerangandhecheckedthecallerid

beforeanswering.

Kwanele:Yes?



Person:ItappearsasifDeanandNolwaziarebeingfollowed.

Kwanelefrowned.

Kwanele:Bywho?

Person:I’llfindoutonceI’veconfirmedmysuspicions.

Kwanele:Ineedconstructiveintel.Idon’thavetimeforunnecessaryshit.

Person:I’vegotyou.

KwanelesawThulientertherestaurant.

Kwanele:Bye.

Person:Cheers.

HedroppedthecallandputthephonedownjustasThulispottedhimandmadeherwaytothe

tableinshock.

Thuli:Wherethefuckhaveyoubeen?!

Kwanele:Hellotoyoutoo.

Thuli:No,fuckyouKwanele!DoyouknowhowmuchshitIhadtocarrybecauseofyou?!



Kwanelekeptquietasshestoodoverhim,fuming.

Thuli:IampissedKwanele.Youdon’tjustupandleaveandthenexpectpeopletotidyupyour

mess!Whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?!

Helookedatherblanklyandsheexhaledloudlyandherfacerelaxed.

Thuli:Iwasworriedaboutyou.

Kwanele:It’sbeenaroughcoupleofweeks.

Thuli:Wherewereyou?

Kwanele:Sitdown.

Sheexhaledandlookedathimintentlyandhestoodupandtheysharedahug.Shethenwalked

overtotheothersideofthetableandtheybothsatdown.

Thuli:Kanti??

Kwanelelookedatherseriously.

Kwanele:Iwassick.

Thuli:Whathappened?



Helookedatherblankly.

Thuli:Doesithavetodowiththeseizures?

Kwanele:Whatelsewoulditbe?

Thuli:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Kwanele:I’llbefine.

Thulilookedathimforaverylongtime.

Thuli:Willyoumakeitthroughthis?

Kwaneleshruggedhisshoulders.

Thuli:She’sstoppedtalkingtomeforsomereason.

Kwanele:Really?

Shenoddedandlookedathimsadly.

Kwanele:Guiltybyassociation.

Thuli:It’sridiculous.Anyway,Ithinkit’sgoodforustogetsomespacefromeachother.All

thesepeoplearesellingherdreamsandIdon’twanttobethethornthatkeepsbringingher

backtoreality.Mypresenceisnotneededatthemoment.



Kwanele:Howisshe?

Thuli:YouknowNolwazi...

Henoddedandsmiledlightlyasheallowedhimselftodrowninhismosttreasuredmemories...

Thulisawthisanddecidedtokeepquietandtheysatinsilenceforaverylongtime.

Thuli:Iwasrootingforyouguys.Clearlyit’stimetoletgo...

Kwanele:Idon’tcarewhatanyoneelsesays,Nolwazilovesmeandnothingelsewillever

comparetowhatweshared...

Thuli:Butyouruinedit.

Kwanele:Iknow...

Thuli:Maybeit’stimetoletgo...

Kwanelelookedatherseriously.

Kwanele:No,it’snot.

Thulisighedheavilyandjustlookedathimsadly.Shetoowasmourningalossofafriendship

andsheneededKwaneletocometotermswiththelossofhismarriageaswellinorderfor

themtomoveon...



INSERT80(Couldn’teditorfinish)

Thefollowingmorning,Nolwaziwokeupandmadeherwaytothebathroom.Shetookalong

showerandthendriedherselfandlotioned.Shethenmadeherwaybacktothebedroomand

foundDeansittingontheedgeofthebed,busywithhisphone.

Nolwazi:Morning.

Deanglancedatherandsmiledlightly.

Dean:Unjani?

Nolwazi:Okayandyou?

Deanshruggedhisshoulders.

Nolwazi:Imissworknow.Thisrandomholidayhastoend.

Deanchuckledquietlyandnodded.

Dean:Youmisswork?

Nolwazinodded.

Nolwazi:Allthislazingaroundwon’tgetusanywhere.Weneedtogoback.

Dean:It’sThursdaynow.We’llgobacknextweek.



Nolwazisighedandnodded.

Dean:Whattimeistheappointment?

Nolwazi:It’s8amnowsowehaveanhour.

Dean:I’llgetreadythen...

Nolwazi:I’llpreparebreakfast.

Dean:Wellthat’safirst.

Nolwazi:Haibowhat’sthatsupposedtomean?

Dean:You’vebeenverylazythesedays.

Nolwazi:Iwillnotdignifythatwitharesponse.

Hechuckledandshefinishedupgettingdressedandmadeherwaydownstairstoprepare

breakfast.

***

Kwanelewasinbed...Hecouldn’tbringhimselftofacetheworldtoday.Allthestresshehad

coopedupforthepastcoupleofweekswassuddenlybreakingout.Heallowedallhisemotions

toovercomehimandhewasgladthatnoonewouldseehiminthisstatebecausehenowhad

nochoicebuttoshowadifferentfronttopeople.



Ashelaythere,hekeptpicturingNolwaziinDean’sarms...

Thethoughtofhersnugglingclosetohimeverynightwasenoughtodrivehiminsane.Hefound

himselftryingtostabilisehisbreatheverynowandthenbecauseoftheseverityoftheintense

angerandhurt.Theangerwasmostlydirectedathimselfforallowinghislifetogettothispoint.

Abigpartofhimknewthatthedamagewasalreadytoomuchbuttherewasanotherpartofhim

thatclungontothelastbitofhopethatexisted.Hecouldn’tallowhimselftoletgowithoutat

leasttryingtofight...HejusthopedNolwaziwouldatleasttrytounderstandwherehewas

comingfrom.Hemadeahugemistakeanditdidn’ttakeanintelligentpersontoseejusthow

muchhurthebroughtbecauseofhisactions...Hedidn’twanttopaythepricefully.Itsaddened

himthatittooksuchadrasticsituationforhimtorealisejusthowmanipulativeandconniving

hismotheris...

HethenallowedhimselftothinkaboutTholi...Theonlyreasonhewaswithherwasbecausehe

feltsorryforher...Thewholesituationwasjusttoocomplicatedbutsomehowitpissedhimoff

thatshewouldspitonhisfacelikeaftereverythinghehaddoneforherregardlessofthe

implicationsoftheirrelationship.Nowthatshedidn’thim,shechosetorunofftoanotherman’s

arms.AsmuchashewantedtofightforNolwazi,hestillcouldn’thelpbutfeelbetrayedbyTholi.

Itnowseemedlikeallthethingshedonewereawastebecausehelostbothofthem...

Afteralongtime,hefinallygatheredenoughstrengthtogetoutofbedandtakeashower.This

wholeexperiencewasalteringhiminaway.Hewasstartingtobecomesuchacoldand

unrecognisablepersonandpartofhimfearedthathewouldnevergobacktohowheusedtobe.

Allofthiswasjusttogethisoldlifeback...Atthispoint,heknewhe’ddietryingtofightfor

Nolwazi,regardlessoftheobstacleshe’dfacealongtheway.

***

NolwaziandDeandroveoutofthehouseandmadetheirwaytoDrSmith’sprivatepractice...

Nolwazi:Whendotheyusuallytellusthegender?



Dean:Ithinkat15weeksorsomewherealongthoselines.

Nolwazi:WestillhavealongwaytogoIguess...

Dean:It’sgoodthatwefoundoutearlyaboutthispregnancy.

Nolwazi:Youthink?

Dean:Yes.

Nolwazishruggedhershouldersanddroveinsilencetilltheygottotheprivatepractice.Once

there,theymadetheirwaytoDrSmith’sofficeandfoundhimsittingonhisdesk.

TheoldmansmiledassoonashesawNolwazi.

Nolwazi:Hellothere.

Hestoodupandtheysharedawarmshug.

DrSmith:MydearestNolwazi!

Nolwazismiledwarmly.

Dr:Howhaveyoubeen?It’sbeenawhile.

Nolwazi:Iknow...Thingshavebeenabitcrazy.



Dr:Tellmeaboutit!

Nolwazishookherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:Thestorywouldneedustoreserve2days.

DrSmithchuckledandthenglancedatDeanwhowaslookingathimblankly.

Nolwazi:ThisisDean.

DrSmithnoddedandsmiledkindly.HethenputouthishandtoDean.

Dr:GoodmorningDean.

DeanshookDrSmith’shand.

Dean:Howareyou?

Dr:I’mgreatthankyou.

NolwazithenclearedherthroatasshecouldseethatDrSmithwaslookingatDeanweirdly,

probablywonderingwhohewas.

Dr:Uhmyoumayhaveaseat.



Nolwazi:Thanks.

TheyallsatdownandthenDrSmithfocusedonNolwazi.

DrSmith:TowhatdoIowethepleasure?

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Nolwazi:I’mpregnant.

DrSmithexclaimedinshockandsmiled.

Dr:Congratulations!

NolwazismiledawkwardlyandglancedatDeanwhowasstaringintenselyatDrSmith.

Dr:Ohwow!I’mthrilled!

Nolwazi:Thanks.

ShenudgedDeandiscreetlysohewouldstopstaringatDrSmithlikehewassomedetective.

Dr:Howfaralongareyou?

Nolwazi:We’reapproaching4weeksnow.



Dr:That’samazingdear!

Nolwazinoddedandthensighed.

Dr:Isthereaproblem?

Nolwazi:Uhm...Ya...

Dr:What’swrong?

NolwaziglancedatDean.

Nolwazi:Uhm,KwaneleandIarenolongertogether.

DrSmithexclaimedinshock.

Dr:What??

Nolwazinoddedshamefully.

DrSmithlookedatherinshockandsadness.

Dr:Wellthat’sunfortunate...

Nolwazikeptquiet.



Dr:Soisthebabyis?

Nolwazishookherheadandfiddledwithherfingers.

Dr:Oh.

Dean:Thebabyismine.

BothNolwaziandDrSmithturnedtolookatDeanbecausehisvoicewasunexpected.

Dr:Congratulations.

Dean:Cutoutthefakenessandgetonwiththetests.

BothNolwaziandDrSmithgaspedinshock.

Dean:Testher,telluswhatweneedtoknowandgiveusotherrecommendationsfor

gynaecologistsanddoctors.Idon’tthinkwe’llneedyourservicesanymore.

Nolwazi:Dean!

DeanstaredatDrSmithandtheoldmanshiveredabit.

DrSmith:OhIcanunderstandifyouwanttochangedoctors.

Nolwazi:No!



DeanlookedatNolwazi.

Dean:Angilithandilelikhehla.

Nolwaziwastoostunnedtoevenreply.

DrSmithstoodupandclearedhisthroat.

Dr:UhmI’llgiveyousomeprivacy...

HequicklywalkedoutoftheroomandNolwaziandDeanstaredateachotherforawhile.

Nolwazi:Whatiswrongwithyou??

Dean:Idon’tlikehim.

Nolwazilookedathiminshock.

Dean:I’dappreciateitifwewouldgetsomeonewe’rebothcomfortablewith.

Nolwazikeptquietandjuststaredathim...

INSERT81

Nolwazi:Butwhatdoyoumeanyoudon’tlikehim?



Dean:NolwazijustasIrespectyourviews,I’dappreciateitifyouwouldrespectmineaswell.

Nolwazi:Butwhyareyoubeinglikethis?

Dean:I’mnotcomfortablewithhim.

ShesighedheavilyandlookedawayandDeansoftenedup.

Dean:Ididn’tmeantobeharsh.

Sheignoredhimandkeptquiet.

Dean:Sonowyou’reangry?

Nolwazi:I’mnotNtsikioranyofyourex-girlfriends,Dean.I’mtryingbyallmeanstokeepmy

composurerightnow.

Dean:What’sthatsupposedtomean?

Nolwazi:Don’tmistakemeforsomeonewhocan’tmakeherowndecisions.

Dean:You’rebeingdramatic.

Nolwazi:Iwon’ttolerateyourarroganceDean.I’mnotsomepawnthatyoucancontrol.



Dean:YouthinkI’mcontrollingyou?

Nolwazi:Don’texpectmetofollowallyourbarkslikeI’msomebrainlesssheep.I’vebeenvery

patientwithyoubutyou’rereallygettingonmynervesnow.

Deanlookedathercalmly.

Nolwazi:YourarroganceisappallingandI’mafraidIwon’tbepatientforever.

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Itpissesmeoffthatyouthinkit’sacceptableforyoutobarkordersandthenIwill

followlikesomestupidgirl.I’mgrownDeanandIwon’thaveyoutreatingmelikeachild.Ifyou

weresouncomfortablewithDrSmith,ubuxakweyiniungashosonkelesikhathi?Sobasicallywe

droveallthewayheresoyoucandisrespectthismansoruthlesslyinhisownpractice?

Deanstilldidn’tsayanything.

Nolwazi:It’sbullshit.

ShehuffedfuriouslyandthenlookedawaywhileDeanstaredathercoolly.

Dean:Haveyousaidwhatyouneededtosay?

Nolwaziignoredhim.

Dean:Nolwazi?



Shelookedathimsharply.

Nolwazi:I’mstartingtofeellikesomemachinethat’scontrolledbyyou.Thisbabyhasgotyou

thinkingyoucantreatmelikesomespongethatisonlyrequiredtosuckinyourbullshit.

Deankeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Youcanforgetit...Iwasnotraisedtobeweaksothiswholecontrollingthingofyours

won’tworkwithme.Youcanforgetit...

Deanstifledasmile.

Dean:Areyoudone?

Nolwazihuffedandlookedathimangrily.

Nolwazi:Somyangeramusesyou?

Dean:Justalittle.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Shelookedaway.

Dean:You’reconfused.

Nolwazilookedathimsharply.



Dean:I’mjustprotectingyou...

Shegrunted.

Dean:Yes,itmaycomeacrossascontrollingbutIreallyamjusttryingtoprotectbothofyou.

That’sallLwazi.

Nolwaziexhaledquietly.

Dean:SoIapologiseforgivingyouacontrollingvibe.IthinkwebothknowthatthereisnowayI

couldcontrolyou.That’sjustclosetoimpossible...

Nolwazi’sfacerelaxedjustalittle.

Dean:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:Areyoutryingtobuttermeup?

Dean:Onlyifit’sworking.

Nolwazieyedhimsuspiciouslyandhegrinned.

Nolwazi:Iwouldjustappreciateitifyouwoulddiscussthingswithmebeforehand.Don’tbe

unnecessarilyrudetopeoplewhodon’tdeserveyourrudeness.

Dean:I’mrude??



Helookedatherinnocentlyandshegrunted.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Dean:Becauseyouaskedmenicely,I’llstartbeingkindabit.

Nolwazi:Abit?

Dean:Don’tpushit.

Nolwazismiledlightly.

Dean:I’mnotaniceperson,Idon’twanttobeanicepersonandIdon’thavetobeaniceperson.

Nolwazisighedindefeat.

Dean:Butforyou,I’llpretendtobenicejusthereandthere...

Nolwazi:Iguessthat’ssomething.

Dean:Wecan’tallbenice.

Nolwazi:DeanjustapologisetoDrSmithplease.

Dean:HaiphelaIdon’towehimanything.



Nolwazistoodup.

Dean:Gofetchhimsohecandothesetestsandwecancutalltieswithhim.He’stooold

anyway.Maybeit’stimeforhimtoretire.

NolwaziignoredhimandwalkedouttogogetDrSmithsohecouldconductallthenecessary

tests.

***

Mdu:Youwereevensnoring.

Tholi:You’relying!

Mdu:TholiyoupassedoutandIhadtolistentoyousnorethewholenight.

Tholi’scheeksflushedinembarrassmentandshelookedawayandMdustartedchuckling.

Mdu:Youtakeyourselftooseriously.

Tholi:SoIshouldsithereandlaughalongasyoumakefunofme?

Mdu:Yes.

Tholi:Idon’tfindanythingyousayfunnyMdu.Youarerudeandobnoxious!



Mdu:Hehesowhatareyoudoingherewithme?Gobacktoyourlovelyhousephela.

Tholi:Iwill!

Shegotupfromthecouchandrushedtothebedroomtoclearupherthings.Shekepthissing

asshepackedandonceshewasdone,shesawMdustandingbythedoor.Sheignoredhimand

thendraggedhersuitcasetothedoorandstaredathim.

Tholi:Suka.

Mdu:Man,youarebeyondstubborn.

Helookeddownatheramusinglyandshelookedupathimangrily.

Tholi:Getoutofmyway.

Mdu:WhyareyousostubbornTholakele?

Tholi:Iamnot.

Shesaidthatwithsomuchdedicationanddeterminationthatshecouldn’thelpbutletouta

quietlaughafterwards.

Mdu:Comehere.

Shesighedheavilyandthenletgoofhersuitcaseandsteppedclosertohimtilltheirbodies

touched.Hewrappedhisarmsaroundherandthenleanedhisfaceclosertohers.



Mdu:Youhaven’tkissedyourman.

Tholi:Mdu!

Hechuckledandleanedevenclosertilltheirlipstouched.

Mdu:Areyouokay?

Sheshookherhead.

Mdu:StressedaboutKwanele?

Shenoddedandhetightenedhergriponherandshehissed.

Mdu:I’llhandlethatsituation.

TholibackedherfaceawayabitandlookedathimindisbeliefandMdusmiled.

Mdu:What?

Tholi:Handleithow?

Mdu:Don’tquestionmekiddo.

Tholi:Mdu.



Mdu:Hmm?

Tholi:You’rearrogant.

Mdu:Iam?

Tholinodded.

Mdu:Manjethatoffendsyou?

Shenodded.

Mdu:Manjeyouwantmetobenice?

Shenodded.

Mdu:YohbeingniceistoomuchadminTholi.

Shegiggledquietly.

Mdu:Soyoudon’tthinkI’mnicetoyou?

Tholi:You’reonandoff.

Mdu:Naweu-onandoffangithi?



TholihuffedandMduchuckled.

Mdu:Titfortat.

Theystoodthereforawhile,staringateachotherandeventuallykissed.Tholimanagedto

forgetabouthercrazylifeforjustalittlewhile...

***

DrSmith:Alrightthen...

HelookedatNolwaziandDeanandthensmiled.

DrSmith:Youwereabsolutelycorrectinsayingyou’reapproachingfourweeks...

NolwazinoddedandglancedatDeanwhohadablankface.

DrSmith:Ihaveothergoodnewsforyouthough.

Nolwazi:What?

Dean:Ithoughtyoucouldn’ttellthegendertill15weeksorso.

Dr:YouarecorrectDean-

Dean:DrHlongwane.



BothNolwaziandDrSmithlookedatDeanandhesimplylookedatbothofthemblankly.

Dean:Youlikewastingtimedon’tyou?What’sthegoodnews?Wedon’thavethewholeday.

DrSmithclearedhisthroatandlookedatNolwazikindly.

Dr:Itseemslikeyoumighthavetwins...

BothDeanandNolwaziturnedtolookateachotherindisbelief.

Dr:Unfortunatelyit’stooearlytodiagnosethisaccuratelybutIthinkthisisthecase.We’llonly

beabletotellat10weeksorso...

Nolwazi:Twins??

DrSmithstaredatNolwaziseriously.

Dr:Iguessthisisawayofmakingupforallthelosttime...

NolwazilookedawayandtookaglanceatDeanwhowasobviouslythrilled.

Dean:Fuck,nowI’mgoingtohavetwokidsatthesametime??

Dr:Wellwe’restillnotsure-



DeanlookedatNolwaziandsmiled.

Dean:Thisiscrazy.

Nolwazitouchedherbellyandsighedheavily.Thiswasjustanotherwavehittingher

unexpectedly...

INSERT82

Dean:You’vebeenawfullyquiet...

Nolwazi:Pleasedropmeoffatmyhouse.

Deanglancedatherforasecondbeforefocusingontheroadagain.Ittookeverythinginhim

nottoreactinaquestionableway.Itdidn’ttakeanintelligentpersontofigureoutthatNolwazi

wasn’thappyatthemoment.Heknewhehadtokeepanyinsecurityincheckotherwisehe

wouldpushheraway...

Dean:Okay.

Nolwazikeptquietandbrowsedthroughherphoneandtheydroveinsilencefortherestofthe

way.

Justthen,herphonerangandDeanglancedatherassheanswered.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Evenhervoiceseemeddefeated.



Helistenedtoherhaveaconversationwithhermotherforaboutfiveminutesandthenshe

hungup.Hethenglancedatherbriefly.

Nolwazi:Shewantstocomethisside.

Dean:Yourmother?

Shenoddedlightlyandthensankonherseatandclosedhereyes.Hedecidedtoletherbeand

justcontinuedtodriveinsilence.

Oncetheygottoherhouse,heparkedoutside.

Nolwazi:Thanks.

Dean:Willyoubefine?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Hestaredatherintentlyandshesighed.

Nolwazi:Ijustneedspace...

Dean:Okay.

SheopenedthedoorandgotoutandDeanwatchedasshewalkedinsideanddisappeared.He

satthereforawhiletryingnottoletanyunnecessaryemotionsovercomehimandheeventually

startedthecaranddroveoff...



***

TholihuffedasMdusqueezedher.

Tholi:Ican’tbreatheMdu.

Mdu:Youcomplainalot.

Tholi:You’reliterallysqueezingthelifeoutofme.

Shetriedwigglingoutofhisgripbuthewastoostrong.Afterallthatkissing,theyhadfound

themselvescuddlinginbed-wellMduwasdoingallthecuddling.

Mdu:I’vebeenthinking...

Tholi:What?

Mdu:Don’tyouwanttogobacktoJoburg?

Tholilookedathimweirdly.

Mdu:Ithinkyoucouldusesomefreshair.

Tholi:No.



Mdu:No,what?

Tholi:Notoeverything.

Mdu:HaikeI’mgoingtodragyouthere.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:It’snotlikeyouhaveanythinggoingthisside.

Tholi:Pleasestop.

Helookedatherandrealisedthatitwasstilltooearlytotakealeap...Hehadtosticktobeing

patientespeciallybecauseshewasstartingtoopenuptohimagain.Heknewthatifhepushed

toohard,shewouldgobackinhershellagainandalltheprogresshemadewouldbewasted.

Mdu:Wanttowatchamovie?

Tholi:Okay.

Mdu:Whatdoyouwanttowatch?

Sheshruggedhershoulders.

Mdu:TellmewhatyouwantbecauseyouwilldefinitelynotlikewhatIlike.

Tholi:Whatdoyoulike?



Mdu:Documentariesonserialkillers.

Hereyesshotupandshebackedawayfromhim.

Mdu:Yiniwena?

Helaughedashepulledherbackintohisarms.

Tholi:Mdu...

Mdu:Serialkillersfascinateme...Ican’twrapmyheadaroundthefactthatsomepeople’s

brainsarewiredinsuchatwistedmanner.

Shegrunted.

Mdu:Thehumanbrainisfascinating.Howcanasanepersonturnintoanevilbeingthatis

capabletokilling?Aren’tyoufascinatedbythatshit?

Tholi:Pleasestop!

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:SeeItoldyou,youwouldn’tbeinterestedinwhatIlike...

Tholi:Idon’tthinktherestoftheworldisfascinatedbythat.That’ssickening.



Mdu:Haisuka.

Shethenlookedathimsuspiciously.

Tholi:Areyouaserialkiller?

Heeyedhermischievously.

Mdu:WhywouldItellyou?

Tholi:Nooo!

ShegaspedandMduchuckledandheldherfacesohecouldkissher.

Tholi:Uh-uh.

HelaughedquietlyandtheykissedforawhileuntilTholibrokethekiss.

Tholi:Themovie.

Mdusighedandthenletgoofherandgotupfromthebed.

Mdu:Whatdoyouwanttowatch?

Tholi:Angazi.



HegottheremoteandthenthrewhimselfonthebedagainandswitchedontheTV.

Aftermuchfussingandarguing,theyfinallyagreedonwhattowatch...

***

Kwanelecheckedhisemailsandonceagain,anemailfromtheirjointmedicalaidcamethrough.

Hegothimselfafreshbottleofwhiskeyandpouredsomeforhimselfashereadtheemailover

andoveragain...

Hefelthisheartratepulsefuriouslyandhedownedanothershotofwhiskey,hopingitwould

haveacalmingeffectonhim.Heprintedtheemailandthendecideditwastimeforhimto

unsubscribetoallthemedicalaidemailnotifications.SomethingtoldhimthatNolwaziwould

soonrememberthatthesenotificationscamethroughtobothofthemandthatwouldruin

everythingforhim.Withinminutes,hehadmanagedtounsubscribe...Hebeingalawyerhelped

inthisinstancebecausehewasabletothinkofthelittlethingsthatanotherpersonwouldn’t

necessarilytakenoteof.

Hesatthereanddownedanothershot...

Justthen,hisphonerangandheansweredit.

Kwanele:Yes?

Person:Hello.

Kwanele:Who’sthis?



Person:It’sDrSmith.

Kwanele:Whatdoyouwantoldman?

DrSmith:AlltieshavebeencutwithNolwazi.

Kwanele:Isit?

Dr:Yes.

Kwanele:Iseeshecametherethismorning.

Dr:Yes.

Kwanele:Howdidshereacttoyounotwantingtobeherdoctoranymore?

Dr:Foryourowninformation,Iwasnottheonewhosuggestedit.Itseemstheybeatmetoit.

Kwanele:They?

Dr:Yes,sheand-

Kwanele:Dean.

Dr:Listen,IamjustcallingyoutoletyouknowthatIwillnotbedealingwithbothofyou

anymorehoweverifyouneedanyhelp,youknowwheretofindme.Idonotwanttobecaught

upbetweenyoutwo...Beingobjectivewouldbeimpossibleanditwouldkillmeinthisinstance



becauseIdonotwantyoutoseparate.IcherishthebothofyouverymuchandIamsadthatit

hadtocomedowntothis.

Kwanele:Thanks...

Dr:Goodbye.

Kwanele:Bye.

Hedroppedthecallandcontinuedtositthereincompletesilence.Hisheartratehadmanaged

tocalmdownbuthewasstillfeelingfoul...Hecouldn’tshakeoffthedepressionthatwas

creepinguponhim.

Hereachedforthedivorcepapersandreadthemagainandagain...

Justthen,hisphonerangandhetookitandanswered.

Kwanele:Yes?

Thenjiwe:Whydidyouchangeyourgatecode??Openthisgatenow!

Kwanele:Whatdoyouwant?

Titi:Yewenamntanandini!Openthisgate!Ineedtotalktoyounow!

Kwanele:No.



Titi:What?!!

Kwaneledroppedthecallandswitchedoffthatphoneimmediately.

Hetookanothershotofhiswhiskeyandwincedasithittherightspotdeepwithin...

Hesankonhischair,closedhiseyesandallowedhismindtodriftoff...

Ashewasabouttodozeoff,hisphonerangandheopenedhiseyes...

Itwashisotherpersonalphonewhichheonlyusedinemergencies.Helookedatthecallerid

anditwasanunfamiliarnumber.Heknewitwasn’tThenjiwebecausesheprobablyleftthe

housegate,fuming...

Hewatchedasitrangbutheeventuallyanswered.Thealcoholinhissystemhadsettledandas

hesatthere,theslightwoozinesshadovercomehim.

Kwanele:Hello?

Person:Hi.

Heblinkedacoupleoftimesandthensatupstraight.

Therewassilenceforaverylongtime.

Kwanele:Lwazi?



Therewassilenceonceagainandherubbedhiseyes.

Nolwazi:Sorrytodisturbyou.

Kwanelewastoostunnedtosayanything.Literally,allthealcohollefthissystemimmediately.

Hefinallystabilisedhimselfagainandclearedhisthroatlightly.

Kwanele:Lwazi?

Lwazi:DidIdisturbyou?

Hedidn’tevenhavetolethercarryoninorderforhimtofigureoutthatshewasn’tfine.

Suddenlyalltheangerthathehadbrewedinside,slowlyevaporatedintothinair.

Kwanele:No.NoyoucouldneverdisturbmeLwazi...

Nolwazisighedlightly.

Kwanele:Iseverythingokay?

Nolwaziwassilentforawhile.Kwanelewasnowsoberasajudge.

Nolwazi:Canwemeet?

Hetriedtosuppresshisdisbelief...
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Kwanelequicklygotupfromhischairandrushedoutofhisstudytothebedroom.Hewalkedto

thebathroomandtookaquickshower,tocleansethewhiskeystench.Hethendriedand

lotionedhimselfupallinthespanof5minutes.Oncehewasdonegettingdressed,hequickly

madehiswaydownstairsandgotoutofthehouse.Hedroveoutwithinminutes...

Whiledriving,hismindkeptgoingbackonforth,tryingtofigurewhatthehellhewasgoingto

say.Asheapproachedtheirhouse,hefeltasharppainpiercethroughhischestandbegan

focusingonhisbreathing...

Hegottothehouseandparkedoutsidethegate.Beforepressingthebuzzer,hesatinthecar

foralongtime,tryingtostabiliseeverypartofhim.Hecouldn’treallycomprehendwhatwas

happeningatthispointandhedidn’twantthattobethecasebecausehewantedtobeawareof

everysinglesecondthatwastickingaway.

Afterawhilehefinallygothimselftoamuchbetterstateandthensliddownthewindowand

pressedthebuzzer.Afteracoupleofminutesthegatefinallyopenedandhedrovein.The

nostalgiahithimsohardthathehadtocounttoteninhismind.Suddenlyhislifeinthishouse

floodedhismindandhecouldn’thelpbutsighheavily...Itwasnowdisappearingrightinfrontof

hiseyes...

Hesmiledlightlyasheparkedhiscaronhisusualspot,nexttoNolwazi’sandthengotout.He

walkedtothedooranddidn’tknowwhethertoknockorwalkin.

Hestoodthereforawhileandeventuallyrangthebell...

Thedooropenedandhestoodthere,asthebloodlefthisface.

Nolwazilookedathimandtheybothstoodthereforaverylongtimeinsilence,completelylost

intheirownworld.



KwanelefinallyallowedhimselftobreatheandNolwazifollowedsuitandexhaled.

Kwanele:Hi.

Nolwazi:Hi.

Helookedcloselyatherfaceandsawhowwornoutshelooked.Shedefinitelyhadacertain

glowaboutherbutthenagaintherewassomethingoffishaboutitall.

Nolwazi:Comein.

Shemovedoutofthewayandhetookastepinsidethehouse.Thewarmthofhishomefilled

himandhelookedaround...

Nolwaziwalkedovertothesittingareaandhesoonfollowedher.Shesatdownandhesaton

thechairoppositeher,withthetableinbetweenthem.

NolwazifidgetedwithherhandsdiscreetlybutKwanelenoticedthisandpartofhimrelaxed.

KnowingthatNolwaziwasalsonervousmadehimslightlymorecomfortable.

TheysatinsilenceforawhileuntilNolwaziclearedherthroatandfinallylookedathim.

Nolwazi:Mylawyertoldmeyou’reback.

Kwanelenoddedlightly.

Shekeptquietandjustlookedathimandhealsodidn’tsayanything.



Nolwazi:Iseverythingokay?

Kwanele:No.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Iseverythingokaywithyou?

Sheavoidedhiseyesandnodded.

Kwanele:Isit?

Nolwazi:We’renotheretodiscussmylife.

Kwanele:ButIamyourlife,justlikeyouaremine.

Nolwazi:I’mafraidthat’snotthatcaseanymoreKwanele.

Shestaredathimandhecountedto10inhishead.

Nolwazi:Didyougetthedivorcepapers?

Kwanele:YouknowIdid.

Shefidgetedwithherhandsagain.



Nolwazi:Timeisrunningo-

Kwanele:Istillhave8days.

Nolwazi:Whydoyouneedallthattime?

Kwanele:Youwantmetosignthepapers?

Sheavoidedhiseyesonceagain.

Nolwazi:Ofcourse.

Kwanele:Idon’twantto...

Shelookedathimandtriedtohideherdisbelief.

Kwanele:SowhatwillhappenifIdon’t?

Nolwazi:Kwanele.

Kwanele:I’maskingLwazi.

Shelookedathimblanklyandhestaredatherintensely.

Kwanele:Ngiyabuza...



Shewasnowlookingathimpleadinglyandheinvoluntarilystoodupandwenttothechairnext

toherandsatdown.Heturnedherchairsoshewasfacinghim.

Kwanele:I’maskingLwazi.

Nolwazi:Youdidthistoyourself.

Kwanele:Isitselfishofmetonotwanttoletgoofyou?

Nolwazi:Isthatarhetoricalquestion?

Kwanelekeptquietforawhile.

Kwanele:IfuckedupNolwazi.IfuckedupsobadthatevenIcan’tbelieveIallowedthingstoget

tothispoint.

Nolwazilookedathimblankly.

Kwanele:Approximatelytwoyearsago,Iallowedmymothertofillmyheadtosuchanextent

thatIwasnolongerthinkingoractingasmyself.

Nolwazi:Youcan’tputthisonanyoneelsebutyourself.Nooneputaguntoyourheadandtold

youtoruinyourmarriageandbetrayme.

Kwanele:You’reabsolutelyright.

Nolwazikeptquiet.



Kwanele:IhaddeclinedtomeetTholiformonthsonend...

Nolwazilookedathim.

Kwanele:Ican’tevenretraceallthestepsittooktogetmetothispointbecauseIhonestly

wasn’tthinkingstraight.

Nolwazididn’tsayanything.

Kwanele:BeforeIknewit,IwascaughtupinanemotionalturmoilwhereIhadnochoicebutto

helpTholi.

Lwazi:Helpherhow?

Kwanele:HerbrotherwasdiagnosedwithLeukaemia.

Lwazilookedathiminconfusion.

Kwanele:Don’taskmehowLwazibutIfoundmyselfcaughtupinallofthat.

Lwazi:Caughtup?

Kwanele:Tholineededthehelp.

Lwazilookedathimblankly.Shewasnowverypalelooking.

Kwanele:Hehadtogothroughchemotherapy...



Lwazi:He?

Kwanele:Tholi’sbrother,Jabulani.

Lwazi:I’mnotfollowing.

Kwanele:Iofferedtopayforhischemo.

Lwazi’seyesshotupandKwanelelookeddownashamedly.

Lwazi:What?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Lwazi:Howdidyougofrompayingforastranger’schemotomarryingthesister?

Kwanele:It’sallsocomplicatedandjumbledupNolwazi.

Lwazi:Soyoucouldn’tofferyourserviceswithoutmarryingTholakele?

Kwanele:AsIsaid,Iwasnotthinkingstraight.Mymotheralsopressurisingmeontheside

becauseyouandIhadbeenmarriedforawhileyetyouwerenotconceiving.

Nolwaziswallowedhardandavoidedhiseyes.



Nolwazi:SoyoumarriedTholioutofpity?

Hekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Youwantedtosaveher?Isthatwhatyou’resaying?

Hedidn’tsayanything.

Nolwazi:Idon’tknowwhat’sworse...Youkeepingsuchdeepsecretsfrommeoryouthinking

youcangoaroundsavingpeopleatthecostofourmarriage.

Kwanele:IreallywishIcouldexplainittoyoubutIhonestlydonotknowhowIlosttrackof

everything.Itallwentbychaotically.ThoseweresomedarktimesNolwaziandIcouldn’tallow

themtocreepintoourbubble.

Nolwazi:Butyoudidallowthattohappen,Kwanele.

Kwanelelookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:I’mevenmoreconfusedrightnowbecauseyou’renotmakinganysense.

Kwanele:I’msorry.

Nolwazi:It’stoolate.

AllthethingsKwanelehadwantedtosayslippedoutofhismindimmediately.Heknewhadto

usethisopportunitytosaysomethingthatwouldshowherjusthowmuchhelovedherbut

somehowwordsreallyfailedhim.Theshockofitallhithimsohardthathejustsatthere,



completelynumb.

Nolwazi:TheleastyoucouldhavedonewasownuptoyourshitKwanele.Insteadofallowing

thistogettothispoint,youshouldhaveshownmejusthowmuchImeantoyou.You’ve

allowedmesliprightthroughyourfingerswheninactualfactyoucouldhaveeasilyheldonto

me.You’vepushedmerightintoanotherman’sarmsandIdon’tthinkI’lleverforgiveyoufor

that.Iobviouslydon’tmeananythingtoyouifyoucouldeasilydisappearafterItellyouthatI

wanttoseparate.AllthistimeIthoughtyoulovedme.Howcouldyouletgoofmesoeasily?

AmInotworthyourlove?

Kwanelelookedatherindisbelief.

Kwanele:YouthinkIdon’tloveyou?

Nolwazi:Youobviouslydon’t.AsfuckedupasitisKwanele,Iwasactuallywillingtoforgiveyou.

Ifyouhadshownremorseforyourstupidity,Iwouldhaveallowedmyselftoforgiveyouandtry

torebuildourmarriage.Tillthisdayyouhavenotowneduptoyouractionsandthatforme,is

confirmationthatyoudon’tlovemeenough.

Kwanelewasabouttosaysomethingwhentheyheardthedooropen...

JustasKwanelewasabouttospeak,Deanwalkedin...

Hestoodthereandlookedatbothofthemverycoolly...
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Silenceprevailed...

Kwaneleclenchedhisfistssohard,nailsdiggingintohispalms.Furyracedthroughhisbody,



heatinghimtotheverycoreandignitingaflamesohotwithinhisheartthathealmost

screamedinagonyandanger.

Deanontheotherhand,wasbeyondcool...

HelookedatbothofthemandthenfocusedonNolwaziclosely.Nolwazisnappedoutofher

unknownzoneandstoodup.ShewalkedovertoDeanandstaredathim,hopinghe’dseethe

angerinhereyes.ShewalkedpasthimandwenttothekitchenandheglancedatKwanele

calmlybeforefollowingNolwazi.Assoonashegottothekitchen,Nolwaziturnedsharplyand

lookedathim.

Nolwazi:ReallyDean??

Helookedathercalmly.

Nolwazi:Really??

Dean:I’mconfused.Whyareyouaddressingmelikethis?

Hewasstillcalm.

Nolwazi:Ufunanila?

Dean:IcametoensurethatyouandIarefine.WhenIleftyouhereyouwereobviouslynotokay

andIwantedtomakesurethatallwaswellbeforeIgaveyouyourspace.Ithoughtweagreed

thatwewouldn’tleaveeachotheronasournote?

Nolwazi:Iamfine!



Dean:Goodbutthere’snoneedforyoutoaddressmelikethat.

ShekeptquietandDeanstaredatherbeforeshakinghisheadlightly.Hethenwalkedoutofthe

kitchenandoutofthehouse.Nolwazistoodthereforalongtime.Asmuchassheregretted

snappingatDean,shestillcouldn’tshakeofftheangertowardshim.Shefeltlikeshehadmade

itclearthatsheneededspacesoitangeredherthathedidn’trespectthatmoreespecially

becauseshewasdealingwithKwanele...

SheeventuallywalkedbacktothesittingareaandwasshockedtoseethatKwanelewasn’t

there.

Shelookedaround.

Nolwazi:Kwanele?

Shesawthattheslidingdoorthatledtothepatiowasopensoshemadeherwayoutandsure

enoughshefoundhimsittingthere.Itdidn’ttakeageniustoknowthathewasmad.Hisface

wasbeyondtense...

Nolwaziwalkedovertowherehewasandsatnexttohim.Sheallowedtheguiltandshameof

whathappentofillherasshestaredathimforaverylongtime,hopinghe’dsaysomething.

Kwanele:Ican’tevensayanythingbecauseI’velosttherightto...

Nolwazisighedquietly.

Nolwazi:Youcansaywhat’sonyourmind...

Kwanelelaughedsarcastically.



Kwanele:Thisisbeyondridiculous!

Nolwazilookeddown.

Kwanele:ImaynotexistinyourworldNolwazibutforfuckssakethisisstillourhouse!Howisit

okayforthatmantoprancearoundlikeheownstheplace?!

Shelookedathimblankly.

Kwanele:IknowIhavenogroundtostandonbybeingoffendedbutNolwazithisisfuckedup!

Nolwazi:Iknow...

ShesaidthatveryquietlythatKwaneledidn’tevenhearher.

Kwanele:Couldn’tyoubothwaituntilyougotridofme?Thisdoesn’tevenhavetodowithyou

respectingmebecauseyouobviouslydon’t,andIdon’tblameyou,butforfuckssakeNolwazi,

comeon!

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutwordsfailedher.Shekeptquietandjustlookedathim

regretfully.

Kwanele:Didyouseehowhecameoverandwalkedthroughmyhouselikeheownsit??

HestoodupandwalkedovertothegardenandNolwazisatthereandrubbedherbelly

discreetlybecauseshecouldfeelthecrampscreepingup.Shetookafewdeepbreaths.



Kwanelestoodatadistanceforalongtime.Heknewhehadtocalculateeverysingleoneofhis

movesatthispoint.PuttinghishandsonDeanwouldtakehim10stepsback...Hewasalsojust

caughtupinthemiddlebecauseattheendoftheday,heknewhecouldn’tblowupatNolwazi

becauseallofthiswashisfaulttobeginwith.Hecouldn’tshowherthetruenatureofhisfury

becauseunfortunately,hehadnogroundtostandon.

Hecalmedhimselfdownandthenwalkedovertowhereshewas...Hegrabbedachair,placedit

oppositeNolwaziandthensatdown.Hetookadeepbreathandlookedatherbutshewasbusy

fidgetingwithherhandsandfacingdown.

Kwanele:Lwazi...

Hesaidthatquietlythatshecouldn’thelpbutlookupathim.

Kwanele:Itoreyourworldapart.IfIwasn’tseeingitallthistime,pleasetrustthatIseeitnow...I

thinkthereasonIkeepshyingawayfromwhatIdidisbecauseIcan’tseemtowrapmyhead

aroundthefactthatIactuallybroughtyousomuchhurt.Iamthepersonwhoissupposedto

protectyoufromanynegativityandtroublebutIfailed.It’ssomucheasierformetoblamemy

motherandotherfactorsinsteadofowninguptoeverything.Ijustcan’tbringmyselftofacethe

realityofwhatIdidbecauseitmeansIhavetoacceptthatyouhaveeveryrightnottowantme

inyourlife.I’mstuckinaplaceofindenialbecauseitallowsmetoholdontoyou.I’mafraidthat

ifIcometotermswithwhatIdidthenI’mgoingtounderstandwhyyouwanttoleaveme.

Nolwazi:Youhavetounderstandthatwhatyou’resayingisnotreflectedinyouractions.Ican’t

interpretyourcoldactions.Youhavebeencomingacrossasveryunapologeticandinsincere

sincethiswholethingtranspired.

Kwanele:Butyouknowme...

Nolwazi:KnowingyouisnotenoughKwanele.Ineededyoutotellmethatwhatyoudidwas

wrongbutyoufailed.

Kwanele:Sothere’snowayyoucanguidemetoabetterplacewithyou?



Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:IfuckedupNolwaziandIregretwhatIdid.

Nolwazijustlookedathim.

Nolwazi:Thingswillneverbethesame.

Kwanele:Idon’twanttoloseyou.Ican’tloseyouNolwazi.

Nolwazi:It’stoolatenow...

Sheavoidedhiseyesandhestaredatherbelly.

Hewantedtotellherthatheknewbuthislawyerinstinctstoldhimtokeepitshut.

Nolwazishookherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:It’stoolate.

Kwanele:Soyoulovehim?

Shefinallybuckedupthecouragetolookathim.Hereyesglitteredwithtears.

Kwanelechuckledveryquietlyandnodded.



Kwanele:Soyou’veobviouslybeeninlovewithhimforawhilenow...

Hesaidthatasifhewashavingaconversationwithhimself.

Nolwazilookedathiminconfusion.

Kwanele:Knowingyou,you’veprobablybeeninlovewithhimallthistime...

Nolwazi:No-

Kwanele:You’veneverbeenonetoloveeasilysoIknowforafactthatthislovedidn’tjust

appearmiraculously.Obviouslyyoutwohavebeensecretlyinlove.

Nolwazi:Kwane-

Kwanele:Youbothneededareasontobetogether...Whyelsewouldyourunstraighttohim

beforeyouevengotthechancetogetridofme?

Nolwaziwasnowsobbinginshock.

Nolwazi:You’rewrong!

Kwanele:AmI,Nolwazi?

Nolwazi:Yes!



Kwanele:Itsurelookslikeyou’vebothbeenwaitingforsuchtohappen.

Nolwazilookedathimindisbeliefandsobbedevenmore.

Kwanele:I’mnoteventryingtoputtheblameonyoubutIalsocan’thelpbutquestionyourlove

forme.

Nolwazistoodupandsodidhe.

Kwanele:Soittookmyactionsforyoutwotorealisethatyouloveeachother?Idoubt...You’ve

knownforawhilethatyou’reinlove.Whyelsewouldyoupickhimasreboundbeforeweeven

separated?

Nolwazi:Kwaneleno!

Kwaneleexhaledloudly.

Kwanele:Ican’tevenhaveaconversationwithyouwithouthimpoppingupliketheMVP.He’s

alreadyoverprotectiveoveryou...Likeyouarehiswomannow...

Shekeptquiet.

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightly.

Nolwazi:You’vegotitallwrong.

Kwanelekeptquietandlookedatherintently.



Nolwazi:Youpushedmetohim!

Kwanele:AndImadeyoufallinlovewithhim?

Nolwazitriedtocomposeherself.

Kwanele:ThisisobviouslydeeperthanIthought...

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Andyouknowwhatpissesmeoff,Nolwazi?

Shelookedathimnervously.

Kwanele:Thefactthatdeepdown,youKNOWVERYWELLthatyoudidsomethingwrong.You

didsomethingthatnotonlyaffectedyoubutthismarriageaswell.Howareyouabletolivewith

yourself?

Nolwazi:What??

Shelookedathiminconfusionandnervousness.

Kwanele:Ihavetogo...Idon’twanttomakeyoufeelbadforanythingandI’mafraidthatifIstay

hereanylonger,I’llendupdiggingadeeperhole.

Nolwazistaredathimashewalkedbackinsidethehouseanddisappeared.



Sheimmediatelysatdownandallowedthetearstocomeout.Shecontinuedtofocusonher

breathingandhopedthecrampswouldsubside...
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After2hoursofdriving,Deanfinallygottohismother’shouse.Heparkedhiscarandthenmade

hiswaytothefrontdoorwhichwasopen.Hegotinandwenttothekitchenwherehefound

Lindelwabusywiththepots.Hestoodbehindherforawhile,watchingherhumquietly.

Afterawhilehefinallyclearedhisthroat.

Lindelwaturnedsharplyandthenlookedathersoninshock.

Lindelwa:Langa!

Deansmiledlightlyandsteppedclosertohismotherandhuggedhertightly.

Lindelwa:Watchitnow!Mybonesarefragile.

Hechuckledquietlybutstilldidn’tletgoofhismother.Heheldontoherandsighedheavily.

Lindelwaimmediatelysensedthathewasn’tokayandsoshehuggedhimtightlyaswell.

Lindelwa:What’swrongbaby?

Deankeptquietandsoakedinhismother’sscent.Heallowedherwarmthtofillhiscoldaura.

TheystoodthereforawhileuntilDeanfinallyletgoofher.Lindelwareacheduptohisfaceand

cuppeditinherhands.



Lindelwa:Talktome.

Dean:I’mafraidofwhatI’mgoingtodo...

Lindelwa:IsthisaboutNolwazi?

Henoddedandlookedathismotherindefeat.

Lindelwaletgoofhisfaceandthentookhishandandledhimtothelounge.

Lindelwa:I’lldishupforyoufirst.

DeannoddedlightlyashesankonthecouchandLindelwawalkedaway.Herubbedhiseyes

furiouslyandthentookoffhisshoesandswitchedontheTV.Hechangedthroughthechannels

absentmindedlyuntilhegottothefoodnetwork.HehuffedindefeatashewatchedNolwazi’s

favouriteshow.

Aftersometime,hismotherwalkedbackinwithatray.Sheplaceditonthetableandthensat

nexttohim.

Dean:Ngiyabonga.

Lindelwa:Eatup.Youlookdrained.

Shetooktheplate.

Lindelwa:SitproperlyLangelihle.



Hesatupandthentooktheplateandbeganeating.

Lindelwa:Whydoyoulooksodrained?YouweretheoppositeofthisthelasttimeIsawyou.

Shekeptquietandwatchedhimeat.She’doccasionallywipesomefoodfromhischin.

Afterawhilehefinallyfinishedeatingandthenputtheplateaside.

Dean:Thankyou.

Shelookedathimconcernedly.

Lindelwa:Yinikanti?

Deanhuffedandlookedather.

Dean:Ihatefeelinglikethis.

Lindelwa:Howareyoufeeling?

Dean:AllmylifeIwasokaywithbeingselfishandlivinginmyownbubble...

Lindelwanoddedlightly.

Dean:Nolwazichangedmywholeperspectiveandturneditallaround.



Lindelwa:Andthat’sagoodthing.

Dean:Butitcomesataprice.I’mnolongerjustconcernedaboutmyself.Livingbyandfor

myselfwastheeasiestwayoflivingbutnowI’mattachedtosomeoneelseandIcan’tgoa

secondwithoutthinkingabouther,whethersheissafe,happyandsatisfiedwhereversheis.

Lindelwa:It’sahugeadjustment.

Dean:Totopitoff,she’snowcarryingmybabies.

Lindelwalookedathimweirdly.

Lindelwa:Babies??

Deannoddedlightly.

Dean:She’scarryingtwins.

Shelookedathiminshock.

Lindelwa:Areyouserious??

Deannodded.

Lindelwa:Ohmygoodness!

ShesmiledandDeanlookedatherseriously.



Dean:IloveNolwazima.

Lindelwa:Andsheknowsthat.

Dean:I’mnotexperiencedwhenitcomestothisfeeling.TheonlypersonIhavelovedandwill

continuetoloveisyou.

Lindelwakeptquiet.

Dean:Nowwithyou,Idon’thaveanyproblems.IknowthatmyplaceinyourlifeisstableandI

willneverhavetoquestionwhetheryouwillabandonme.I’mnotscaredofbeingvulnerablewith

youbecauseItrustyouwithmylife.

Lindelwanodded.

Dean:WhatworriesmewithNolwaziisthatshemightnotunderstandmyinexperiencewiththis

wholething.I’minaveryconflictingplacerightnowandI’vebeentryingtosuckitupbutI’m

struggling.

Lindelwa:Yini?

Dean:I’minsecure.

Helookedatherintently.

Dean:Idon’tfeelsecureinNolwazi’sloveandit’sdrivingmemad.



Lindelwa:Youneedtounderstand-

Dean:Iknowherlifeiscomplicatedandit’sunrealisticformetoexpecthertogiveinasmuch

asI’mgivinginatthismoment.

Lindelwa:Aslongasyouareawareofit.

Dean:Iamverymuchawareofitandthat’swhyIwillnevershowherhowinsecureIamfeeling

rightnow.

Lindelwa:Thatwilljustburdenherevenmore.

Deannoddedlightly.

Lindelwa:Unfortunately,youhavetosuckitupfornow.Asmuchasyoudon’twanttoadmitit,

thesepeoplehavebeenmarriedforyearsandyoumightnotbeawareofthisDean,butit’s

impossibleto“unlove”someone.

Deankeptquiet.

Lindelwa:Theysharedalifetogetherandyoucan’tcompareyourselfwiththehusbandbecause

trustme,youwilldie.

Dean:WhatamIsupposedtodo?

Lindelwa:Stayinyourlane.It’sthatsimple...

Deankeptquiet.



Lindelwa:Thewomanisalreadydealingwithalot.Shefoundaplaceofcomfortinyousothe

lastthingsheneedsisforthatplacetobetaintedbyotherthings.Youneedtokeepthatspace

pureaspossibleforhersoshecanalwaysfindsolaceinyou.Don’tbethepersonwhoaddson

stresstoherlife.Workwithhertoensurethatsheishappyaspossible,regardlessofher

chaoticlifeatthemoment.Awomanneedsamanwhocanprovideasafeplaceforherwhile

therestoftheworldisgoingcrazy.Onceyouhaveestablishedthatplaceyouneedtomake

surethatitisnevertaintedbyanything.Keepitcleanandpure.Herlifeisalreadyamess-don’t

youthinkit’slovelyforyoutobethepersonshewalkstowhensheneedspeace?

Dean:It’snotaseasy.

Lindelwa:Youareaman.Yousuckitupevenwhenithurtsthemost.Youcannotfallapartwhile

thewomanyouloveisobviouslygoingthroughtrialsandtribulations.Yourjobistoprovidea

solidsupportstructureforher.Don’tcomplicatethingsforherevenmorebyaddingfeelingsof

envy,angerandinsecurity.Yes,it’snoteasytowatchhergobackandforthwiththismanbutat

thesametimeyouneedtoknowyourplace.Thismancamewaybeforeyouandonceyoufully

acceptthattheysharedeepermemoriesthanyouandher,youwillbemuchbetter.Accepthis

positionandgrowcomfortableinyourownposition.

Deanhuffedandscratchedhisheadlightly.

Lindelwa:Don’tshowheryourinsecuresidefornow.It’stooearlyforthat.You’lljustpushher

away.Ifshesayssheneedsspace,giveherthespacebutatthesametimedon’tabandonher.

Deankeptquiet.

Lindelwa:Ifyoufeellikeyouaregoingcrazy,callme.We’lldealwithittogether...Atthispresent

time,Nolwaziisstilltoohurtandbrokentobeabletodealwithyourbaggage.Helpherrelease

herbaggage,showherthatyouarestrongenoughtoholdherdownwhensheneedsyouto.

Otherwiseyou’lljustpushheraway...

Deansighedheavilyandnodded.



Dean:Lovecomeswithaprice...

Lindelwa:Don’ttrytocomplicatelove.Itisthepurestofthemall.Theonlycostithasisthe

willingnesstodropyourguardandtrustthatthepersonwillnotharmyouinanemotionalway.

Youcaneitherbelievethatloveisacurrencywhereyoulosesomewhenyougiveit,orbelieveto

haveunlimitedamountstogive...What’syourchoice?

Deanlookeddown.

Lindelwa:BecauseIcantellyourightnow,ifyouthinkyoulosewhenyougiveit,thenyouwill

neverbehappy.Youwillliveyourlifedenyingyourselfthejoythatcomeswithlovingandbeing

loved.

Dean:Ihearyou...

Lindelwa:Nowmanandbethesoldierthiswomanneeds.Don’tbeacrybaby.You’renolonger

livingforyourselfnow...Youobviouslyhavethreepeoplewhowillstartfindingsolaceinyouso

youneedtostartbuildingthatsafeplaceforthem.BetherockthatNolwazineedsrightnow

andjustbeawarethatsometimes,youmightneedtosupportherfromadistance...

Deansankonthecouchandnoddedlightly...

INSERT86(Couldn’tedit)

Tholi,whohadpassedoutinMdu’sarmswhilewatchingthemovie,wokeupandblinkeda

coupleoftimes.SheputherheadupandlookedatMduwhohadalsopassedoutverycloseto

her.Shecarefullywiggledherwayoutofhisholdandthengotoutofthebedandwalkedoutof

thebedroom.

ShemadeherwaytothekitchenandtooksomeoftheleftoverpizzathatMduhadorderedand



thenputitinthemicrowave.Onceitwasheated,shemadeherwaytothebalconyandthensat

thereassheate...Shefeltveryweird.Somehowshefeltcalmandatpeace.Justasshewas

abouttoletherselfdrowninherthoughts,shetookadeepbreathandblockeditallout.There

wasnousecryingoverspiltmilk...

ShesatthereforawhileuntilsheheardtheslidingdooropenandMduwalkedout.Hestretched

andwalkedovertowhereshewassitting.

Mdu:Shiftaphela.

Shemovedabitandhesatnexttoherandplacedhisarmaroundhershoulders.Heeyedher

humorously.

Mdu:Soyouatemypizzanow?

Tholirolledhereyes.

Mdu:Whendidyouwakeup?

Tholi:About30minutesago.

Mdu:Areyouwell-rested?

Tholiwasabouttonodwhenhepinchedherandshewinced.

Tholi:Mdu!

Hechuckled.



Tholi:StoptreatingmelikeI’myour10yearoldson.

Mdulaughed.

Mdu:What??

Tholi:YoulikeplayingwithmelikeI’myourson.

Mdu:Angiyazikeleoyikhulumayosisi.

Tholi:You’rerough.

Mdu:YouthinkI’mrough?

Shenoddedangrily.

Mdu:Westillhavealongwaytogo,Isee...

Tholilookedathim,clearlyannoyed.

Mdu:Ngobayouobviouslydon’tknowwhatroughis...

ShegaspedinshockandMdulookedatherinnocently.

Mdu:What’swrong?



Tholi:Youarefilthy!

Helookedatherinfalseshock.

Mdu:Angaziyiniinkingayakhoyazi.

Shestoodupandwalkedbackinsidetheapartmentwhilehelaughedather.

***

Nolwazidialledhermother’snumberanditrangforawhilebutsheeventuallyanswered.

Thandeka:Babywami.

Nolwazi:Mama.

Nolwaziburstoutandcrieduncontrollably.

Thandeka:Nolwazi??

Shecriedforagoodfiveminutesandonceshehadstabilised,sheexhaled.

Thandeka:Kwenzenjani??

NowordscoulddescribetheconcerninThandeka’svoice.



Nolwazi:MamaIneedyou.

Thandeka:What’sgoingon??

Nolwazisighedheavilyandkeptquiet.

Thandeka:I’mbookingaflightaswespeak!

Nolwazi:Okay.

Thandeka:Whereareyourightnow??

Nolwazi:Thehouse.

Thandeka:Areyoubyyourself?Where’sBhenju??

Nolwazi:Angazi.

Thandekakeptquietforawhile.

Thandeka:There’saflightfortonight.I’llbetheresoon,okay?

Nolwazi:Okayma.

Thandeka:Don’tgoanywhereLwazi!



Nolwazi:Iwon’t.

Shedroppedthecallandlayonthebedtillshedozedoffintoahazysleep...

***

Kwanelegotbacktothehouseandwenttohisstudy...

Hehadtotakeashotofsomethingjusteasehimselfup.

Hetookaseatandclosedhiseyesjusttogetstabilised...

IthadtakeneverythinginhimnottoburstoutandtellNolwazihekneweverything...Hethanked

hislawyerinstinctsfrompreventinghimfrommessingeverythingup.

ItwasnowclearthathehadtocalculateallofhismovesbecauseNolwaziwasconfusedatthe

moment.Hehadtoremindherjusthowmuchtheybothlovedeachother...Theonethinghedid

noticewasthatshewasn’toverhimyet.Heknewhehadtousethatwindowofopportunity...

Justashewasdrowninginhisthoughts,heheardaloudbangingsoundcomingfrom

downstairs.Hequicklyrushedoutofhisstudyandmadehiswaydownstairsonlytofind

Thenjiwe...

Shelookedathimangrily.

Titi:KantiungenwayiniKwanele??!



Kwanelekeptquietandlookedatherblankly.Allhisenergyhadevaporatedintothinair.

Thenjiwe:Ihavesomenewsforyouandwenayou’rebusyignoringme!

Kwanele:UfunaniThenjiwe?

Titipacedupanddowntheroom.Kwanelewatchedherintentlyandrealisedjusthowmuch

weightshewashadactuallylost...Obviouslyhersinswerestressingherout.

Titi:LalelalaKwanele.

Kwanelelookedatherblankly.

Thenjiwe:Thatgirlhasbeencheatingonyou!

Kwanele’sfacialexpressiondidn’tevenchange.Heevenlookedbored.

Titi:DIDYOUHEARME?!!THATWHOREHASBEE-

Beforeshecouldevenfinish,aloudpiercingsoundfilledtheroom.Theearthmayhaveshaken

slightly.Thenjiwetouchedhercheekincompleteanduttershock.

Titi:WHAT?!!

Theafter-effectsoftheslapfilledherfaceandshewincedastheburningsensationattacked

herfuriously.



Titi:WHAT?!

Kwanelelookedathercoolly.

Kwanele:Phuma.

Thenjiwebreathedinandoutlikeshehadjustrunamarathonfromthekitchentothelounge.

Kwanele:Ngithephuma.

Shelookedathimdeadintheeye,staredathimforawhileandthenstormedoutofthehouse.

Kwanelewalkedupthestairsagain.Hisphonerangandheanswereditwithoutcheckingthe

callerid.

Kwanele:What?

Person:Kwanele...

Kwanele:DrSmith?

Dr:Yes,it’sme.

Kwanelesighedandsatontheedgeofthebed.

Kwanele:Isthereaproblem?



Dr:I’mafraidI’mgoingtoleavethecountry...

Kwanele:What?Why?Whydoyousoundweird?

DrSmithclearedhisthroatuncomfortably.

Dr:Personalreasons...

Kwanele:Hmm...

Heknewthismanwaslyingbuthedecidedtoletitgo.

Dr:SobeforeIleavemypractice,Iwantedtotellyouaboutyourresults.

Kwanele’sjawtightened.

Dr:Wegotthemearlierthanexpected.

Kwanele:I’mlistening.

DrSmithsighedheavily.

Dr:Kwanelethereisnothingwrongwithyou...

Kwanelesankonthebedandswallowedhard.



Dr:Hello?Canyouhearme?

Kwanele:What??

Dr:Alltestsareclear.

Kwanelecoveredhisfacewithhisfreehandandsighed.

Dr:IwillleaveyourfilewithJennifer...

Kwanele:Dothat,Smith.

DrSmithsighedheavily.

Dr:Forwhatit’sworth,Ihopethingsworkoutforyou...

Kwanele:We’llsee...

DrSmithsighedagain.

Kwanele:DidyougetthetransactionImadetoyouraccountforthesetests?

DrSmith:ButItoldyou,youdidn’thaveto.

Kwanele:It’stheleastIcoulddo...



DrSmith:Itwaswrongofme-

Kwanele:Thisismewe’retalkingabout...Stopstressing...

DrSmith:Alright,Ihavetogo...

Kwanele:ByeSmith.

DrSmithdroppedthecallandKwanelecontinuedtoliethere,processingwhathewastold...

***

Thenjiwemadeherwaytotheundisclosedarea...

Thenjiwe:Whatdoyouwant?

Thepersonlookedatherweirdlyandstaredatherswollencheek.

Thenjiwe:Youfool!Areyouheretostareatmydamnface??

Therewassilenceforawhileuntilthepersonclearedtheirthroat.

Person:Igotsomeintel.

Thenjiwe:What?



Person:She’spregnant.

Thenjiwe:Whoispregnant????

Person:Nolwazi.

Thenjiwealmostfelltothegroundbutthepersontriedholdingher...Shehyperventilatedfora

longtimeuntilshecalmeddown.

Thenjiwe:How???

Therewassilence.

Thenjiwe:But...

Shestartedsweatingandbreathingheavily.

Person:Areyouokay?

Thenjiwe:Fokoffmaan!

Shehuffedforagoodfiveminutesandthenstaredattheperson.

Thenjiwe:Howsureareyou?



Person:100%.

Thenjiwetouchedherchestandgruntedloudly.

Thenjiwe:Bullshit.

Sheswallowedhard.

Thenjiwe:Shewon’tgivebirth...

Person:Whatdoyoumean?

Shehyperventilatedonceagainandthenpuffed.

Thenjiwe:Fokoff!

Person:Ith-

Thenjiwe:Futsekmaanwena!

Person:Myjobisdonehereanyway...

ThepersonwalkedawayandleftTitithere...

INSERT87



NolwazidialledMdu’snumberanditrangforalongtimebutheeventuallyanswered.

Mdu:Lwa?

Nolwazi:Hey.

Mdu:Iseverythingokay?

Nolwazi:Hmm.

Mdu:Yini?

Nolwazi:Imissyou,ukuphi?

Mdu:Afriend’splace.

Nolwazi:Whathappenedtotakingcareofme?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:UsendodenisisisoamIsupposedtowaitonyou?

Nolwazigruntedquietly.

Mdu:Areyouokay?



Nolwazi:No.

Mdu:Yini?

Nolwazi:Comeback.

Mdu:Usendlini?

Nolwazi:Yes.

Hesighedheavily.

Nolwazi:Areyoubusy?

Therewassilenceforalongsecond.

Mdu:Abit...

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Mdu:ButI’llbethereshortly.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Shedroppedthecallandthenmadeherwaydownstairstogetsomeyoghurt.Shethenwalked

backupstairstothebedroomandsatonthebed.Sheopenedherlaptopandbeganbrowsing

forinformationabouttwinsandhowtheyactuallycomeabout.Shesighedheavilyandthenput



thelaptopasideindefeat.SheglancedatthehugepictureofherandKwanelethatwasonthe

wall,shehadforgottentoremoveit...Shelookedatitforaverylongtimeandthoughtbackto

their“meeting”earlier.

Shesankinthebedandclosedhereyesasshetookanap...

Justthen,sheheardfootstepsandthenMduwalkedinandshesmiledlightly.Sheblinkeda

coupleoftimesandsatup,balancingherbackontheheadboard.

Nolwazi:Youlookjustlikedad.

Mdulookedatherweirdlyashetookoffhisshoesandgotinbednexttoher.Theysharedahug

andsheheldinhertears.

Mdu:What’swrong?

Nolwazi:Mylifeisamess.

Mdu:Howso?You’regettingadivorceangithi?

Nolwazi:That’sprovingtobesomethingelsenje...

Mdulookedatherintently.

Nolwazi:Ijustwanttocurlupanddie.

Mdu:Yin’ndaba?



Nolwazi:I’mtoooverwhelmed.Idon’tknowwhattodealwithk’qalabecausethere’stoomuch

onmyplate.

Mdu:Whatelseistheretodealwith?

Shelookedathimsadlyandjustshookherheadlightly.

Nolwazi:It’stoomuch...

Mdu:WelltheNolwaziweallknowwouldnotbefazedbyanything.

Nolwazi:It’snotthateasyanymore.It’stoomuch.

Mdu:What’shappening?

Justthen,herphonerangandsheanswered.

Nolwazi:Mama?

Thandeka:BabyI’moutside.

Nolwazi:Hawuwhyungashongoukuthiufikile?Iwouldhavefetchedyou.

Thandeka:Haimanit’sfine.Icalledthatdriverofyours.

Nolwazi:Oh.



Thandeka:Konjewhat’sthecode?

Nolwazitoldherthegatecodeandthendroppedthecall.

Mdu:Momishere?

Nolwazinodded.

Mdu:Why??

Helookedatherinconfusionandshock.

Mdu:Heehkantiwhat’sgoingonhere?

Nolwazi:LetmetalktoherfirstandI’llfillyouin,okay?

Mdulookedatherintentlyandnodded.

Nolwazi:Thankyouforcoming.Whathaveyoubeenupto?

Mduchuckled.

Mdu:I’vebeenoutandaboutlittlesis.

Nolwazismiledlightly.



Nolwazi:Aslongasyou’reprotectingyourself.

Mdu:Haikeangaziukhulumangani.

Nolwazi:Hmm.

TheychattedforawhileuntilThandeka’svoicefilledthehouse.

Thandeka:Lwazi!

Theybothsmiledastheyjumpedoutofbed,runningoutofthebedroom.Theyrushed

downstairsandbothjumpedatThandeka.

Thandekasquealedastheybothclungtoher.

Thandeka:Ohhaikodwa!

Mdu:IhatetoadmitthatI’vemissedyou.

Thandekagiggledandhuggedbothofthemproperly.

Thandeka:Bhenjuwhyhaven’tyoushaved?!

Mdufrownedandbrushedhischinseductively.



Thandeka:Sies.

Mdu:Thepeopleloveit.

Thandeka:Thepeopleshouldtellyouthatyoulookunclean.

Mdu:That’sbecauseI’vebeenindoors.

ThandekashookherheadlightlyandthenfocusedonNolwazi,whoseemedmuchbetter,but

Thandekacouldtellthatshedefinitelywasn’tfine.

Thandeka:Hellobaby.

Nolwazi:Hey.

Mdu:Doyouseehowweirdshelooks?

Thandeka:NomanIthinkit’sbecauseIhaven’tseenyouinawhile.

Nolwazi:No,I’mdefinitelygainingabitofweight.Haven’tbeenwatchingwhatIeatorgoingto

gym.

Thandekahuggedheragain.

Mdu:Kantiwhydidn’tyoutellusyouwereattheairport?

Thandeka:Wantedtosurpriseyou.



Mduhissed.

Thandeka:Haveyoucookeddinner?

Mdu:BuzauNolwazi.

BothThandekaandMdulookedatNolwaziandshepulledaface.

Nolwazi:I’mverybusy.

Thandeka:Hehe.

Nolwazi:AndMduisneveraroundsowhoamIcookingfor?

ThandekalookedatMdusharply.

Thandeka:Whyhaven’tyoubeenaround??

Mdu:HaiboI’malsobusy.

Thandeka:Busywithwhat?Mduyousaidyou’dcomethissideforyoursister!

Mdumumbledsomething.

Thandeka:Uthini?



Mdu:Nothing.

Thandekasighedheavilyandlookedaround.

Thandeka:I’llpreparesomething.I’venevermissedordismissedaproperdinnerandI’mnot

abouttostartnow.

Mdu:CanIgonow?

Thandeka:Uyaphi?

Mdu:GeeshI’llbeback,relax.

Thandekalookedathimsuspiciously.

Mduthenleanedclosertoherfaceandgaveherakiss.

Mdu:Seeyousoonest.

Thandeka:Mxm.

Helaughedasherushedoutofthehouse.

ThandekathensighedandlookedatNolwazi.



Thandeka:Dowetalknoworafterdinner?

Nolwazi:After.

Thandeka:Alrightthen.

Sheshivereddramatically.

Thandeka:Ithinkweneedtogetnewfurnitureyazi.Thishouseiscold.

Nolwazi:Ouch.

Thandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Ohshamebabyaskies.

Theybothwalkedtothekitchen...

***

Afteraboutanhourorso,MdufinallygotbacktotheapartmentandfoundTholiwatchingTV.

Mdu:Didyoumissme?

Sheglancedathim.



Mdu:Igotyousomefood.

Heputthepaperbagonthetableandthenthrewhimselfonher.

Mdu:Missedme?

Tholilookedathimweirdlyandheleanedclosertoherandplantedakissonherlips.

Tholi:You’redisturbingme...

Mdu:Ohplease.

Herepositionedhersoshecouldbeontopofhim.Heplacedhishandsonherbuttandthen

squeezedit.

Tholi:Hey!

Mdu:Imissedyou.

Tholi:Unamanga.

Mdu:Serious.

Heplantedafeatherkissonherlips.

Tholi:Youleftmehere.



Mdu:Ihadtogetyoufoodangithi.

Tholi:Hmm.

Heplantedanotherkissandsmiled.

Mdu:YoucomplainwhenIfeedyou.YoucomplainwhenIdon’tfeedyou.

Tholipulledaface.

Mdu:Didyoualsomissme?

Shegiggledassheshookherhead.

Mdu:Mxm.

Hesqueezedhertightlyandtheysharedanotherkiss.Hestrokedherbuttgentlyandshe

stoppedkissinghimandhechuckled.

Mdu:Come,youneedtoeatnow.

Heletgoofherandthenreachedforthepaperbagandtookoutthetake-away.

Mdu:Gogetaplate.



Shestoodupandwalkedtothekitchen.ShecamebackshortlyafterwithtwoplatesandMdu

onlydishedupinoneplate.

Tholi:Aren’tyoueating?

Heshookhishead.

Tholi:Why?

Helookedatherintently.

Mdu:Mymomishere.

Tholi’sfaceimmediatelybecameseriousandtense.

Mdu:Yinimanje?

Shekeptquietandlookedawayguiltily.

Mdu:Relax.

Shesighedandlookedathimashefinishedupdishingupforher.Hethengavehertheplate

andshemumbleda“thanks”.Hewatchedhereatsilentlyandafterawhilehisphonerangandit

wasThandekatellinghimtocomeback.

Mdu:I’llbebackin2hourstopsokay?



Tholi:Okay.

Hekissedhercheekbeforestandingupandmakinghiswayoutoftheapartmentonceagain...

***

KwanelemadehiswaytothedoorandThuliwalkedinside.

Thuli:Hey.

Theysharedhugandheclosedthedoor.

Thuli:What’sup?

Kwanele:Iwantedtoaskyousomething...

Theymadetheirwaytotheloungeandsatdown.Thulilookedathimworriedly.

Thuli:Yini?

Kwanele:I’mtired.

Thuli:What’swrong?

Kwanele:Idon’tevenhaveenoughenergytobemadanymore.



Thuli:HaiKwanele,what’sgoingon?

KwanelesighedheavilyandlookedatThuliintently.

Kwanele:Thuli,didyouknowthatNolwaziwasoncontraceptives?

ThulilookedatKwaneleinshockandhesankonthecouchandhuffedindefeat.

INSERT88

Nolwazi,MduandThandekasatatthetableandbeganeating.

Thandeka:Bhenjuwherewereyou?

Mdu:HaibosonowIhavetoexplainmyself?

Thandeka:Nolwazisaysyou’vebeenoutandabout.

MdulookedatNolwaziandshestuckhertongueoutdiscreetly.

Mdu:Soyousnitched?

Nolwazi:HaiIdidn’tsayanythingtoher.Shecametothatconclusionwithoutmyhelp.

Thandeka:UsuyajolaMduduzi?



Mdulaughed.

Mdu:Canwerespecteachother’sprivacythough?

Thandeka:Aslongasyou’reusingcondoms.Wedon’twantillegitimatechildrenhere.

Nolwazi’sjuicewentthroughthewrongpipeandshebegantocoughuncontrollably.

Thandeka:Yini?

ShecoughedandMdupassedhersomewater.Shedrankitslowlyandthenstabilised.

Mdu:U-right?

Shenodded.

Thandeka:Soareyoudatingjustonegirl?

Mdu:Mama!

Thandeka:Yini?Iwanttoknow.

Mdu:Nolwazipleasechangethesubject.Ican’tdealwiththis.

Thandekachuckledquietly.



Thandeka:Iwonder...

Mdu:HowisIvy?Imissthatthing.

Thandeka:Youknowyoursister...

Nolwazi:Sheneedstocomeoversoon.Ialsomissher.

Thandeka:Shewilldonosuch!Nomzamoneedstogetadegree!

Nolwazi:Mamawe’veallacceptedthatshe’sgoingadifferentpath.Don’tforceadegreedown

herthroat.

Thandeka:Ohsowenayouwilltakecareofherfortherestofherlife?

Nolwazisighed.

Nolwazi:She’sstillyoung.

Thandeka:Haisuka.Weallmadeadealangithi?Everyoneofyoushouldhaveatleastone

degreeandthenyougoanddowhateveryoulike.

Nolwazi:Letherbe...

Mdu:Becauseyou’rewastingyourmoneybypayingforallthesecoursesshekeepschangingup.

Usethatmoneyforsomethingelsengobashewillneverfinishschool,Itellyou.



Thandeka:I’llaskMa’Moloitohaveaseriousconversationwithher.I’msureshecanchangeher

mind.

BothMduandNolwazishruggedtheirshoulders.

Nolwazi:Anyway,howisdad?

Thandeka:He’sgoodhey.

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Thandeka:WenaBhenjuisyourbossstillfinewithyoubeinginDurbanforthislong?

Mdunodded.

Mdu:I’vebeenworkingfromhere.

Thandeka:Haithenitmeansthingsareseriouswithyouandthisgirl.

Mdu:Don’tstart...

TheycontinuedtochatandeatforoveranhourandthenMdustoodupanddecideditwastime

toleave.

Mdu:Uhambanini?

Thandeka:Asusual,IleavewhenIamnolongerneeded.



Mduchuckled.

Mdu:Nolwaziissuchalittlegirl.

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Thandeka:Haisukajustgo.

Mduleaneddownandkissedhercheek.

Mdu:Goodseeingyou.

Thandeka:Shap.

Mdu:Seeyouaround.

HelookedatNolwaziandshenodded.Hethenwalkedoffanddisappeared.

Nolwazi:Gofreshenup,I’llclean...

Thandekastoodup.

Thandeka:Okaysisi.

ShewalkedupstairstoherroomandNolwazibegantocleanup...



***

MdufinallygottothecomplexandhefoundTholicleaningup.

Mdu:Whyareyouevencleaningupbecausethisisnotmyapartment?

Tholi:That’sexactlywhyI’mcleaning.

Shefinished.

Mdu:Let’sgo.

Tholi:Where?

Mdu:I’vejusthadapictureofallthegirlswho’veprobablybeenshaggedinthatbedandthere’s

nowaywe’restayinghereanylonger.

Tholilookedathimblankly.

Tholi:You’reoverreacting.

Mdu:Hehesoyoudon’tmindcrashinginthatbed?

Tholi:Mdu...



Mdu:Tholi.

Tholi:Youworryabouttheweirdestthings.

Mdugrunted.

Tholi:Idon’thavetherighttocriticiseanyone’sbedatthemoment.

Mdulaughedquietly.

Mdu:Becauseyou’rehomeless?

Shelookedathimsadlyandnodded.Hethensteppedclosertoherandwrappedhisarms

aroundher.

Mdu:I’mherenow.

Tholishookherheadlightlyanddidn’tsayanything.

Mdu:Yini?

Tholi:YouthinkIenjoyhavingtodependonpeople?

Mdu:Yourfamilyistoblameforthat.

Shekeptquiet.



Mdu:Unlikeallthesepeoplewho’vetoyedaroundwithyou,I’mgoingtohelpyouconstructively.

I’vebeencrackingmyskulllately.

Shelookedathimweirdly.

Mdu:I’llhelpyouapplytouniversityandfindascholarshipbecauseIknowyouwon’tallowme

topayyourfees...

Herfacesoftenedup.

Mdu:Gettinganeducationisthefirststeptoempowerment.Ialsodon’tliketheideaofhaving

youdependonpeopleforeverything.Atleastonceyouhaveaneducation,youhaveoptions.

Tholi’seyeswateredup.

Mdu:Youneedtotakechargeofyourlife.Thereasonyouhavesuchalowself-esteemis

becauseyou’renotthecaptainofyourship.

Hesmiledwarmly.

Mdu:Iunderstanditwon’tbeeasybecauseyou’vebeenconditionedtobelieveyou’renotworth

itbutIthinkwe’llmanage...Youjustneedtotrustme.

Shehidherfaceinhischestandsobbedquietly.

Mdu:Whyareyoucryingnow?ThesearegoodthingsI’mtellingyou.



Shecontinuedtosobandtheystoodthereforawhileuntilshewasfine.Shefinallylookedupat

himandhesmiled.

Mdu:I’llhelpyououtkiddo.

Tholi:You’retwoyearsolderthanmeMdu!

Hewipedhertears.

Mdu:Onaseriousnotethough,Ithinkyouneedtotalktosomeone.

Shelookedathiminconfusion.

Mdu:Apsychologist.

Tholilookedathimseriously.

Mdu:Thereisnowayyoucanevermoveonwithoutdealingwithallthethingsyou’vekeptinfor

years.

Tholi:I’mfine.

Mdu:Uyabonake?Don’tdothis.

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:I’mreallyrootingforyouTholisodon’tdoubtmyefforts.



Tholi:Don’toverwhelmme.

Mdu:Okay.

Shesighedheavily.

Mdu:Howaboutwedrawupaplanofhowwe’llgoabouteverything?I’mamanofactionand

thoroughplanning.TheonlyreasonI’msuccessfulisbecauseIalwayssettargetsandgoalsfor

myselfwithtimeplansaswell.

Tholi:You’rebusinessoriented.

Hechuckled.

Mdu:Weneedtohavelittlegoalsforyouandhavetimeframesaswell.Atleastifyou’re

workingtowardssomethingthenyou’llwakeupfeelingslightlymoremotivatedthanjustgoing

throughthemotion,youknow?

Tholi:Whatkindofgoals?

Mdu:Firstly,weneedtoresearchalluniversitiesandthedifferentcoursestheyoffer.

Tholi:But...

Shekeptquiet.

Mdu:Butwhat?



Tholi:Nevermind.

Mdu:Uh-uh.

Shelookedathimembarrassingly.

Tholi:IwanttogotoJohannesburg.

Helaughedandlookedatherlovingly.

Mdu:Ofcourseyoudokiddo...

Sherolledhereyes.

Mdu:SoyouneedtodecidewhichuniversityappealstoyouinJozi.

Tholi:UJ.

Helookedatherinshock.

Mdu:Heehsoyouwanttobeabadbitch?

Tholilaughed.

Tholi:No,itoffersgoodhospitalityandcateringcourses.



Mdu:Hmm.

Tholisighed.

Mdu:Soyoualreadyknowwhatyouwanttodo?

Shenodded.

Mdu:Goodsothatputsusacoupleofstepsahead.

Shelookedathim.

Mdu:Weneedtoresearchallthescholarshipsavailable.

Shenoddedandheplantedakissonherforeheadandsighed.

Mdu:We’lltalkaboutallofthiskahleksasa.I’mactuallytiredforsomeoddreason.

Tholi:Butwe’vebeensleepingforthewholeday.

Hegrunted.

Mdu:Let’spackupandleavethisplace.

Tholiwasabouttoprotestwhenhegaveheralookandshesighedindefeat.Theywalkedtothe

bedroomandpackedupallthethingstheyhad...



INSERT89(Veryshort)

NolwaziandThandekawerenowinbedtogether.

Thandeka:Howareyoureallydoing?

NolwazishookherheadandThandekapulledhercloserandNolwazistartedcryinginher

mother’sarms.

Thandeka:LetitalloutLwazi...

Nolwazi:You’regoingtobedisappointedinme.

ShecontinuedtocryandThandekakeptquietandcomfortedher.

Afteralongtime,shefinallylookedatThandeka.Hermotherwipedherfaceandthenlookedat

herlovingly.

Thandeka:Talktome.Tellmeeverythingfromthebeginning.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandthenclosedhereyes.

Nolwazi:I’vebeenseeingsomeone...

Thandeka:Okay...

Nolwaziopenedhereyes.



Nolwazi:AndI’minlovewithhim.

Thandekanoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:AtfirstIwasconvincedthatitwasjustafling.

Thandeka:Rebound?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Butthewaywe’veconnected...

Shesighed.

Nolwazi:He’sbeensosupportiveandlovingandwegenuinelyclick.

Thandekanodded.

Nolwazi:IlovehimbutIdon’twanttogethiminvolvedinthisbattlewithKwanele.Idon’twant

totaintmyrelationshipwithhim.

Thandekacontinuedtonod.

Nolwazi:SoI’vebeenpushinghimaway...ButIalwaysfindmywaybacktohim.We’rethat

closenow.



Shesighed.

Nolwazi:Ijustwanttodealwithonethingatatime.I’mnotfullycomfortablewithhimbecause

I’mstilltiedtoKwanele.

Thandeka:Areyoustilltiedemotionally?

Shenodded.

Nolwazi:Hewasheretoday...AsmuchasI’mangry,Istillcareabouthim.

Thandeka:Asyoushould,realistically.

Nolwazi:SothefactthatI’mstillmarriedtohimmakesitmoredifficultformetoallowthe

relationshipwithDean-

Shekeptquiet.

Thandekasmiledlightly.

Thandeka:Carryon...

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Nolwazi:It’sDean...

Thandeka:Iknow...



NolwazilookedatThandekainconfusionanddisbelief.

Nolwazi:How?

Thandeka:IfigureditoutthetimewecamebackfromDundeeandIwasstayingwithyou...

Nolwazilookeddownshamefully.

Thandeka:IwantedtoaskyoubutIfiguredIshouldstepbackandyou’dreachoutwhenyou

neededme.

Nolwazi:Mama...

Shesaidthatquietlyandshookherhead.

Nolwazi:Youshouldhavetoldme...

Thandeka:It’snoneofmybusiness...

NolwazilookedatThandekanervously.

Thandeka:SomethingdeeperisbotheringyouNolwazi.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandclosedhereyesonceagain.



Nolwazi:I’m...

ShesighedandlookedatThandeka.

Nolwazi:I’mpregnant.

Thandeka’sfaceimmediatelychangedandhereyespoppedout.

Thandeka:What?!!

Nolwazisighedandnoddedshamefully.

Thandeka:What???!

ShegotupfromthebedandlookedatNolwaziincompleteshock.Nolwazijustsatthereand

lookedathermother.Shefeltsoashamed.

Withinseconds,Thandekawasonthebed,crying.Nolwazigotclosertoheranddidn’tknow

whatexactlytodo.Shetriedcomfortingherbuthertearswerealsomakingherweak.

***

Kwanelegottohisstudyandhisphonerang.Heanswered.

Kwanele:Hello?

Thuli:It’sme.



Kwanele:Ufikekahle?

Thuli:Yes,I’mstillthinkingaboutyousaid.

Kwanele:Hmm...

Thuli:Wellyoucouldeasilyuseallthisinformationyouhavetodelaythedivorce...

Kwanele:I’mtirednowandIdon’tthinkIcanbewithNolwazianymore.

Thulikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Ineedtoswallowthispill...

Thuli:Ineverthoughtyou’dactuallysaythat.

Shesaidthatwithalotofdisbeliefinhervoice.

Kwanele:IjustneedtodoonethingbeforeIsignthepapers...

Shesighedheavily.

Kwanele:Listen,thanksforcoming.I’llseeyouattheofficeonMonday.

Thuli:Areyoucoming?



Kwanele:Ineedtofinalisemyresignation.

Thuli:Kwanelecomeon...

Kwanele:Seeyousoon.

Hedroppedthecallandbegantypinganemail.

***

ThandekaputherheadupandlookedatNolwaziwithswolleneyes.

Thandeka:Shit,Ineedtablets.

Theybothlookedateachotherandendeduplaughingquietly.

Thandeka:Ihaven’tcriedlikethisinaverylongtime.

NolwazilookedatThandekasadly.

Thandeka:You’repregnant?

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Howsureareyou?



Nolwazi:Wenttothedoctor.

Thandekarubbedhereyesgentlyandsighed.

Thandeka:Soallthistimeyou’vebeenfertile?

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Thandeka:DammitmaanNolwazi.

Shewipedtheremainderoftears.

Thandeka:Idon’tevenknowwhattosay...

Nolwazi:Areyouangry?

Thandeka:I’mtooshockedtothinkstraight.

NolwazikeptquietandThandekastoodupandwalkedtothebathroom.Justthen,Nolwazi’s

phonebeepedandshereachedforitanditwasanemail.

Herheartrateincreasedassheopenedit.

___

DearNolwazi,



Hopefullythisemailfindsyouwell,consideringhowweendedoffourreunionearlier.

FirstandforemostIwanttosaythatIloveyouandwillcontinuetoloveyou.IhatethefactthatI

couldnotprotectyouthroughoutourmarriage.Iallowedpeopletocloudmyjudgementandas

aresult,Ihavelostyou.Thislossisprovingtobeabitterpilltoswallowbutaftercareful

consideration,IthinkitistimeIswallowit.ItisclearthatyourheartisnolongermineandIam

theonlyonewhoisstillhangingonunnecessarily.AtthispointIdonotwanttobetheenemyof

progresssoitiswithgreathurtandregretthatIletyougo.HopefullysomedayIwillbeableto

acceptthatyoudeservebetterthanmebecauseatthemomentIamstillconvincedthatyou

andIweremeanttobe,Iknowit’segotisticalofmebutIhonestlycannothelpit.Youhave

obviouslymadeupyourmindaboutwhatyouwantandIknowthereisnostoppingyouwhen

youareinsuchastate.Icanonlyhopethatyouwillbeablelivewithwhateverchoicesyou

make...

BeforeIsignthepapershowever,Iwouldappreciateitifwecouldmeetonelasttime.Thereis

noneedtobringourlawyersbecausethisisgoingtobethelastdiscussionwewilleverhave.I

needtogetsomethingsoutofmychestandIwouldliketothinkthatyouwillnothavea

problemwithaffordingmethisrequest.Igiveyoumyword-thisinstant-thatIwillsignwhatever

needstobesignedassoonasthislastmeetingisover...ItistimeIletyouliveanyway.

Enjoytherestofyournight.

Kindregards,

Kwanele

___

Nolwazireadtheemailoverandoveragainandsankdeeperinthebed...

INSERT90

ThefollowingmorningNolwazigotupveryearlyandwenttothebathroom.Whenshewalked



backtothebedroom,shefoundThandekasittingup.

Thandeka:Areyouokay?

Nolwazi:YesIam...

Thandeka:Didthedoctortellyouthatyou’regoingtoexperiencepregnancysymptoms10times

morethantheusualpregnancy.

Nolwazisatdownandhuffedindefeat.

Thandeka:Ithinkwhatmakesitworseisthatyoufoundoutveryearly.Nowyourmindisplaying

tricksonyou.

Nolwazi:ButI’malreadygainingweight.

Thandeka:Youneedtoexercise.

NolwazigruntedandThandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Ijustcan’tbelievethatyou’repregnantLwazi.

Nolwazi:Soyou’renotmadatme?

Thandekashookherhead.

Thandeka:I’mjustshockedthat’sall.



Nolwazismiledlightly.

Thandeka:YouknowIcouldneverbemadatyou.

Nolwazi:Perksofbeingthefavouritechild

Thandekalaughed.

Thandeka:Don’tletBhenjuhearyousaythat.

Nolwazi:Haihehashisfatherangithi.

Thandekasmiledwarmly.

Thandeka:Godreallyworksinmysteriousways...Thisisamazing.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Thandeka:Aspertradition,youcan’ttellanyoneaboutthis.NotevenSlindilecanknow.

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Ijustneedtobutterupyourfather...

Nolwazi:MaybeIshouldtellhimafterthedivorcehasbeenfinalised.



Thandeka:HeckevenKwanelecan’tknowaboutthis.I’msurethere’sanagreementinyour

prenupthatstipulateswhatwillhappenifsomethinglikethishappens.

Nolwazi:No,hedoesn’tknow.

Thandekanodded.

Nolwazi:Anyway,Ineedtogetreadyforameeting.

Thandeka:Okaysisi.

Nolwaziwentbacktothebathroomandgotready.

***

Tholiwasindreamlandwhenshewasstartledbyherphoneringing.Sheblinkedacoupleof

timesinconfusionbecauseherphoneneverranginlife,likeever.Shelazilyreachedforitand

answeredwithoutcheckingthecallerid.

Tholi:Hello?

Zani:Friend!

Tholifrowned.

Tholi:Zani?



Mdugrowledashelaycomfortablyonherchest.

Tholi:Hello?

Zani:Babe,whereareyou??Imissyou!

Tholifrownedinconfusion.

Tholi:Uhm-

Zani:Imissyouman!Areyouatthehouse?

Tholi:Uhm-

Mdu:Tholiman.

Tholikeptquiet.

Zani:Ohhhyou’rewithhubby??

Zanigiggleddramatically.

Zani:I’llcallyoulaterboo!

TholiwasabouttoprotestwhenZanidroppedthecall.Shestaredatherphoneinconfusionand



thenputitaside.

Mdu:Blockthatbitch.

Tholi:Shewasju-

Mdu:I’mnotinterested.

HeimmediatelydozedoffandTholilaythere,thinkingaboutwhyZaniwouldcallheroutof

nowheremoreespeciallybecausethingsdidn’tgowellbetweenthemthelasttimetheysaw

eachother.

Justthen,herphonebeepedandshetookitandreadthemessage:

Zani:Itmustbesonicetobeyou...Youtookmymanandnowyou’reevensleepingwithhim?

Uzonyasfebendini.

Tholigaspedassoonasshereadit.Shequicklyswitchedoffherphoneandtriedgoingbackto

sleep...

***

Nolwazigotdressedandmadeherwaydownstairs.

Thandekalookedatherasshedishedupandwhistleddramatically.

Nolwazi:Ohhaikeuqalile.



Thandeka:UyohlangananoDean?

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:No.

Thandeka:Hmmyoumustbetryingtoimpresswhoeverthisclientis.

Nolwazi:Notreally.

Thandeka:Aren’tyougoingtoeatk’qala?

Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:IwanttoenjoyyourfoodproperlywhenIgetback.Iwon’tbelong.

Thandeka:Okaythen.

Nolwazigrabbedanappleandapacketofnutsandthenmadeherwayoutofthehousetothe

car.

Shedroveoutandprayedeverythingwouldgowell...

***

Kwanelearrivedattheirmutuallawyer’sfirm.Hehadaskedifhecouldusedoneoftheirempty

officesandtheyobviouslyagreedbecausetheyknewhim.Hemadehiswaytotheofficeheand



Nolwazihadbeenatwhentheyweresigningalltheirmarriagedocumentsyearsago.Hesawit

fittoendthingsthereaswell...

Hegotthere,satdownandthenbrowsedthroughhisphone...

JustthenJake,afriendofhisinthelawfield,walkedinthedoor.

Jake:Heyman.

Kwanele:How’sit?

Jake:I’mdoingwell...

HelookedatKwanelepitifullyandKwanelechuckled.

Kwanele:Youfeelsorryforme?

Jake:It’sjustunfortunate,youknow?

Kwanele:Thingshappen...

Jake:Itiswhatitis...

Kwanele:Exactly.

HesaidgoodbyetoKwaneleandthendisappeared.Kwanelewalkedovertothelargewindow

andlookeddownattheview...Hesighedheavilyashefoundhimselfdrowninginhisthoughts.



Outofnowhere,heheardthedoorcloselightlyandhesnappedoutofit.Heturnedaroundand

Nolwazistoodbythedoor.Hedidn’tneedaninterpretertotellhimshewasreekingof

nervousness.

Kwanele:Hi.

Nolwaziclearedherthroat.

Nolwazi:Goodmorning.

Henoddedlightlyandthensatdown,Nolwazialsosatdownoppositehim.Helookedatherand

smiledlightly.

Kwanele:Youlookgood.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Hechuckledquietly.

Kwanele:Iguesspregnancylooksgoodonyou.

Nolwazifrozecompletely.Theworldmayhavestoppedforjustacoupleofminutes.

Kwanelewatchedhercloselybuthedidn’treact.HecontinuedtolooknormalwhileNolwazi’s

faceturnedpale.

Afteralongtime,shefinallytookabreathandthenstaredathimindisbeliefandshock...Within



seconds,theshockanddisbeliefturnedintosadness.

Kwanele:I’vesaidthistimeandtimeagain,myloveforyouwillneverchange...Despite

everythingthatwehavegonethroughlately,IthinkyouknowforafactthatIloveyou.Noone

knowsthedepthsofmyheartlikeyou...

Nolwazilookedathim.

Kwanele:We’vesharedthebestmomentsofourlivestogetherandIdon’tthinkI’lleverlose

thosememories.YourloveformehaspulledmethroughsomuchshitthatIhonestlydon’t

knowhowI’lldealwithstartingover.You’vetakencareofmyhealth,somethingI’llalwaysbe

gratefulfor.Whenyousaidthosevows,youmeantthemwithallyourheartandforthepastfour

years,youhaveprovenjusthowsincereyouare.Ican’tthankyouenoughforbeingmyrock...

Hesighedheavily.

Kwanele:Sadly,I’vemessedupbigtimeandit’sveryclearthatthere’snoturningbackfromthis.

Nowthatyou’repregnant,IknowforsurethatI’vecompletelylostyou.Idon’twanttoputyouin

asituationwhereyoustressyourselfandyournewfamily.

Nolwazi:But...

Shelookedathiminconfusion.

Nolwazi:How?

Kwanele:Medicalaid...

Hewatchedasshemadesenseofwhathesaid.



Kwanele:ForthepastcoupleofweeksI’vebeencrackingmyskull,thinkingaboutwaystomake

surethatthisdivorcegetsdelayedforyears...TrustmeIcouldpullitoffifIwantbutnow...

Heshookhisheadlightly.

Kwanele:NowI’mjustwastingallofourtime...What’stheuseofdelayingthedivorceifitwon’t

guaranteehavingyoubackinmylife?

Nolwaziswallowedhard.

Kwanele:I’vedecidedtoletitgo...Toletyougo...

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:ForyearsIwasconvincedthatyoucouldn’thavechildren...

Nolwaziavoidedhiseyes.

Kwanele:We’dtryandtryagainbutshit,nothingwouldhappen.

Helookedatherforalongtimeandtheysatinsilenceforawhile.

Kwanele:Mymotherwouldinsultyoubutsomehowyouneverreallyshowedit,ontheoutside

especially,thatyouwereaffectedbythoseinsults.Iknewtheyaffectedyoutosomeextentbut

youneverreallyshowedjusthowmuchyouwereaffected.Youkeptitin.

Nolwazifidgetedwithherhands.



Kwanele:Yes,youweresadandhurtbutsomehowthoseinsultsdidn’treallyaffectyouthat

deeply.Youalwaysseemedtolookpastthem.

Nolwazifinallylookedathim.

Kwanele:Personally,Ialwaysthoughtitwasbecauseyouwerestrongandmymother’sinsults

werenottakentoheartbyyou...

Kwanelesighed.

Kwanele:Iwaspartiallyrightthoughbecauseyou’restrongvele.

Hesighedonceagain.

Kwanele:Butwhenyoufoundoutyouwerepregnant,thewholetheorythatyou’reinfertilewent

outofthewindow.

Hesmiledlightly.

Kwanele:Icanonlyimaginehowhappyyouwere...Finally,youprovedeveryonewrong...All

thesepeoplewhobelittledyouweregoingtoswallowtheirwords.

Nolwazitriedsayingsomethingbutwordsfailedher.

Kwanele:Thensuddenlythewheelchanged...Kwanelewastheinfertileone...Theshooterof

blanks.



Nolwazisighedandhechuckled.

Kwanele:Ihavetobehonestwithyou,IgenuinelythoughtIwasfuckedupforasecondthere.

Nolwazicontinuedtostareathim.

Kwanele:ButthatwasuntilourdearDrSmithconfirmedthatI’mfertile.

Nolwazifidgetedwithherhandsagain.

Kwanele:Andnowthequestionarises...Howisitthatafterfouryearsofunprotectedlove-

making,wearesittingheretoday,childlessasfuck?

Kwanelelookedathercalmly.

Kwanele:HowthefuckisitthatI’msittingherewithspermsthatfunctionproperly,andyouare

sittingtherewithovariesthatfunctionjustaswell?

Nolwazi:Kwanele.

Kwanele:Yes,Nolwazi?

Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:Letmegogetsomewater...

Hestoodupandwalkedoutoftheroom,leavingNolwaziinthere...



INSERT91(Couldn’tedit)

Nolwazisatthereincompleteshock.Herbodywasclosetodefeatingherbutshehadtokeepit

togetherforhersake.Kwanelehadcompletelybombardedherandshecouldn’tevenbelieve

thatanyofthiswashappening.Aboveanythingelse,shewasstillcaughtbythefactthathe

knewaboutherpregnancy.Allthistimeheknewyethedidn’tdoorsayanything...

Kwanele:Nolwazi.

Shequicklysnappedoutofitandglancedathimasheputhishandout,withaglassofwater.

Kwanele:Bamba.

Sheclearedherthroatandshookherhead.

Kwanele:Yini?

Nolwazi:I’mfine.

Kwanele:Whoareyoutryingtofool?

Nolwazi:Kwaneleyouknewaboutmypregnancy?

Kwanelenoddedlightlyashesatcomfortablyinhisseatandstaredathercalmly.

Nolwaziwasspeechless.Shetriedtosaysomethingbutwordsfailedher...



Kwanele:Iwishyouthebestofluck...

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Buthere’sonethingIwanttoknow...

Hestaredatherintently.

Kwanele:Youwerecontracepti-

Nolwazi:Kwanele!

NolwazifeltherselfsnapandKwaneletriedtohidehisdisbelief.

Nolwazi:Haveyoubeeninvestigatingme?Whatiswrongwithyou??

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Whyareyoudoingthis?

Kwanele:Doyoublameme?

Nolwazi:Itjustseemslikeyou’returningallofthisonme.

Kwanelechuckledquietlyandshookhishead.



Kwanele:I’msorryifit’scomingacrosslikethat.Iprobablygotinmylawyerzoneandforgot

thatyou’remysoon-to-be-ex.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Soyouneverwantedmychildrentobeginwith?

Nolwazi:Youseemtohavemadeyourownconclusions.What’stheuseofaskingme?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Youbringmehere,attackmeandthenexpectmetoanswertoyouraccusations?

Kwanele:Iapologiseforangeringy-

Nolwazi:Don’tpatronisemeKwanele!

HekeptquietandNolwazi’sangerbecameapparent.

Nolwazi:Firstofall,yourmotherisnotresponsiblefortheendofthismarriage.

Hetightenedhisjaw.

Nolwazi:Ihatetobreakittoyou,butit’syouforfuckssake!



Hedidn’tsayanything.

Nolwazi:YoufailedmeKwanele!

Shehuffedinfrustration.

Nolwazi:Theonepersonwhohadthepowertochangeallofthisbullshitwasyou.Allittook

wasforyoutodefendmycharacter.That’sall!Ifullyunderstandthatyouwerenotresponsible

forwhatcameoutofyourmother’smouthbutforfuckssakeKwanele,youcouldhavetriedto

defendme!

Hedidn’tsaysomething.

Nolwazi:Idon’tevenknowwhatyouthoughtdelayingthisdivorcewoulddoforyou.WhywouldI

wanttocomebacktoyouwhenInowhavesomeonewhoisnotscaredofstandingbyme?

Kwanele’sfacechangedcompletely.

Nolwazi:Evenifyouweretodelaythisfor10years,Iwouldn’tcomebacktoyou.Youdon’t

deserveanyloyalty,notwhenyouyourselfcannotbeloyaltoanyoneelsebutyourself!

Nolwazitooktheglassofwaterthatwasonthetableandfinisheditwithinseconds.

Nolwazi:Andforyourowninformation,Iwasoncontraceptives.

TherewassilenceintheroomasKwaneleprocessedthis.Helookedflabbergasted.

Nolwazi:Andforyourownclarity,Istoppedafterthefirstyearofourmarriage.



Kwanelestilldidn’tsaysomething.

Nolwazi:Isthereaproblem?

Kwanelerubbedhiseyesgently.

Kwanele:Areyoustupid?

Nolwazi:Excuseme?

Kwanele:Areyoufuckenstupid?!

Nolwazilookedathiminconfusion.

Kwanele:Youdounderstandthatthatcouldhavebeenthereasonyoucouldn’tconceiveright??

Nolwazi:Don’tbestupid.

Kwanele:Whywereyouevenoncontraceptivestobeginwith??

Nolwazi:WhywouldIwanttohaveachildinourfirstyearofmarriage?

Kwanele:Wow!

Helookedatherindisbelief.



Kwanele:Soyouneversawitfittotellmeallofthis?

Nolwazi:Kwanelebothofusdidn’twantkidswhenwefirstmarried.Areyousufferingfrom

amnesianow?

Kwanelewasspeechless.

Nolwazi:Didwenotdiscussthis?Didwenotagreethatwewouldfocusonallofthatafterwe

hadsettledinasacouple?

Kwanele:Youwereonfuckencontraceptives!Soyoustilldon’tthinkyoushouldhavetoldme??

Nolwazi:Didyoufinditnecessarytoinformmethatmyinabilitytoconceivewasaffectingyou?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Nolwazi:DidyoufinditnecessarytotellmethatIwasnotwomanenoughforyousoyouwould

marrysomeoneelse?

Kwanelestilldidn’tsayanything.

Nolwazi:Youknow,hadyoucomehereanddealtwiththisappropriately,I’dprobablyfeelbad

butafteryou’veflauntedallthoseaccusations,Idon’tseewhyI’mevensittinghere.Soyou

thoughtguilt-trippingwouldpreventmefromwantingtoseparatefromyou?

Kwanele:Wow.



Nolwazistaredathimboldly.

Kwanele:Idon’tknowifIampissedordisgusted.

Nolwazi:No,youarebruised.Youfailedtositdownwithmewhileweweretogethertotryto

figureoutwhyIwasnotfallingpregnant.

Kwanele:Wow.

Nolwazi:Wherewasallofthiscouragewhenitwasmostneeded?UngangibhoriKwaneleplease.

Kwanelelookedatherangrily.

Nolwazi:Youarebruisedbythefactthatsomeoneelsebeatyoutoit.KwaneleI’mdonefeeling

guiltyaboutanything.Youfailedme-

Kwanele:Heyiheyiheyi!

HestoodupandNolwazilookedathiminshockashesteppedtoherseatandbentsohisface

couldbeclosertohers.

Kwanele:Don’tyoudarepullthatbullshitwithme!

Nolwazi’sbodytensedupfearfully.

Kwanele:Youhidsomethingseriousfromme!



Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:YouevenaskedDrSmithtokeepthisshitfromme!

Nolwazi:Wait,how-

Kwanele:Wearebeyondthatnow.Iknowhowtwistedyouarenowsothere’snouseplayingthe

innocentwife.

Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:TheverysameDrSmithyoutrusted,wastheonewhotoldmeaboutthisshit.

Nolwazididn’tsayanything.

Kwanele:Heistheverysamepersonwhoisconvincedthatthat’swhyyoucouldn’tgivebirth.

Yourbodywasobviouslytakingitssweetfuckentimetoadjusttonotbeingcontrolledany

FUCKENINJECTIONS.

Nolwazi’sfacewentblank.

Kwanele:Sowhatdoyouhavetosaynow,innocentNolwazi?

Nolwazi:Mybodywasperfectlyfine.

Kwanele:Hawu?



Nolwazi:Don’tmakeyourissuesmyissues.

Kwanele:Love,Idon’thaveanyissues.IwenttothreefuckendoctorstoconfirmDrSmith’s

results.MYbodyisperfectlyfine.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Kwanele:Youdisgustme.Ican’tevenlookatyou.

Hemovedawayfromherandwalkedtothebigwindow...Hestoodthereandtriedtocalmdown.

Nolwazi:Ifturningthisaroundmakesyousleepatnightthengoahead.

Kwanele:Youhavesomenerve...

Hesaidthatwhilestillfacingawayfromher.

Nolwazi:Signthepapersplease.

Nolwazi:Notuntilyousigntheprenuparrangement.

Nolwazi:Excuseme?

Kwaneleturnedtolookather.

Kwanele:Nowthatyou’vesleptwithanotherpersonandfellpregnant,Igethalfofyourassets.



Nolwazilookedathiminshock.

Kwanele:Umangazwayini?

Nolwazi:Excuseme?!

Kwanele:Youheardme.Gocheckthatagreementandseewhatitsaysaboutuswhoring

around.

Hewalkedovertothetableandgothisphoneandcarkeys.

Kwanele:I’msodisappointedinyou.

Nolwaziwasstillprocessingwhathesaidaboutherassets.

Kwanele:Idon’tevenneedthoseassetsbutTRUSTthatIwillmakesureIgethalfofevery

singlethingyouhave.Idon’tgiveashitaboutbeingpetty.I’llshowyouwhatpettyis...

Hewalkedoutoftheofficeandslammedthedoor.Nolwazisatthere,beyonddumbstruck...

INSERT92

Afterdrivingforoveranhour,Nolwazifinallymadeherwaybacktothehouse.Shegotinand

foundThandekare-arrangingthefurniture.

Thandeka:WooyaziIwasstartingtowonderwhereyouare!



NolwazilookedatherblanklyandThandekabecameserious.

Thandeka:Lwazi.

NolwazijuststoodthereandThandekaquicklywalkedtoherandthenledhertothecouch.

Thandeka:Yinibaby?

NolwazibitherbottomlipandlookedatThandekasadly.

Nolwazi:I’mjusttired...

Thandekanoddedlightly.

Nolwazi:Ineedtosleep.

Thandeka:Okaysisi.

Nolwazistoodupandwalkedaway.Thandekasatthereandsympathisedwithherdaughter.No

oneeversaiddivorcesareeasy.It’sunfortunatethatshehadtogothroughallofthiswhenshe

waspregnant.

***

Kwanelemadehiswaybacktothehouseafterhislongdrive.Hewenttotakealongshower

andjustashewasabouttosleep,hisphonerangandheanswered.



Kwanele:Thulisile.

Thuli:Howdidthemeetinggo?

Kwanele:I’mnotinthemoodThuli.

Thuli:Haipheladon’tsnapatme.

Kwanelehuffed.

Kwanele:I’mdivorcingher.Whatelsedoyouwanttoknow?

Thuli:Howisshe?

Kwanele:ThuliuxakweyiniungamthintingokwakhouNolwazi?

Thuli:Listenhere,thereasonI’mshutoutisbecauseIamfriendswithyou!Don’tyoudareturn

onmeaswell!

Kwanele:Mxm.

Thuli:Haveyounosenseofloya-

Kwaneledroppedthecallandswitchedoffhisphoneangrily.Hegotinbedandbegandozing

off.



Inhisdreamhefeltsomeonetaphim.Hekepttryingtopushthispersonoffbutthisperson

provedtobestrong.Justashewasabouttotrypushagain,hefeltapiercingpainonhischeek

andhequicklyopenedhiseyesandgruntedangrily.

Kwanele:Whatthehell?!

HeblinkedacoupleoftimesandThenjiwestoodtherewithherhandsonherwaist.

Thenjiwe:Youseemtoenjoyfightingmethesedays.

Kwanelerubbedhiseyesangrilyasheprocessedhismother’spresence.

Kwanele:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Titi:HaiboKwanele.

ShewassocalmthatKwanelehadtostareatherintenselytotryandfigureoutwhatwas

happening.

Titi:Youslappedme.

Kwanele:Andyoudeservedit.

Thenjiwechuckledquietlyandshookherheadlightly.

Titi:Getup,Ineedtotalktoyou.



Kwanele:Ngani?

Thenjiwewalkedoutandlefthimthere.Afterawhileheeventuallygotoutofbedandwalked

outofthebedroomandmadehiswaytohisoffice.TitisatonKwanele’sseatandkepttwirling

aroundinit.

Titi:It’ssuchapitythatyou’reallaloneyetyoulooksogoodson...HaingizalilephelalaIdon’t

carewhatanyoneelsesays.

ShegiggledhappilyandKwanelewenttositonthecouchthatwasontheothersideofthe

office.HesankonitandlookedatThenjiweasshetwirledhappily.

Shethenlookedathimwarmly.

Titi:Haveyoutoldthatwomanthatyouknoweverything?

Kwanelekeptquiet.

Titi:WouldyoubelievemeifItoldyouthatIamfondofNolwazi?

Kwanelewasabouttosaysomethingwhensheputherhandup,preventinghimfromspeaking.

Shesighedheavilyandthenchuckled.

Titi:It’samotherinlaw’sjobtotestawife...

Shesankonthechairandsmiled.

Titi:Ihadtomakesurethatshewouldstickbyyouregardlessofthetestsalongtheway...



Kwanelecouldn’tevensayanythingatthispoint.Hejustlookedatherdumbfounded.

Titi:Shewasdoingsowelldammit...Shewasdoingsobloodywell...

Shegrunted.

Titi:Andnowshe’sthrowingitallaway...Nxa.

Kwanelestaredather.

Titi:AllIwantedwasagrandchild...FouryearsyonkekodwaKwanele?AmIwrongson?

Kwanelewastoodumbstruckatthispoint.

Titi:Nowthatsheispregnant,shewillunderstandwhymothersgocrazymostofthetime...In

time,she’llgetwhyI’msuchamadwomanwhenitcomestomychildren.

Shechuckledquietly.

Titi:Nowmypoorsonistheonewhoissuffering...

Shesighedheavilyandbecameserious.

Titi:Iwillmakethingsrightforyou,baby.



Kwanele:What?

Titi:Iwillfixyourlife...It’stheleastIcando.

Kwanele:Getoutofmyhouse.

Titisighedandnodded.

Titi:I’mstillfiguringouthowIwilldealwiththatcryingpig,Tholi.

Kwanele:Phuma.

Shenoddedonceagain.

Titi:Takecareofyourselfke.

Shegotupfromthechairandmadeherwayoutoftheofficeanddisappeared.Kwanelesat

thereforawhile,tryingtoprocesswhatjusthappened.

***

Nolwazimadeherwaydownstairs.Shefeltslightlybetterafterthenapshetook.Unfortunately

thestresswasdoingtheoppositeofwhatitwouldnormallydotoher.Usuallyshewoulddeal

withsuchcrazinessheadstrongbutsomehow,thisparticularsituationweighedheavilyonher.

Shecouldn’tfindanyformofstrengthinher...Itwasalltoomuchtohandle.

Shegotdownstairsandfoundhermotherdishingupsupperforher.



Thandeka:Rightontime!

NolwazismiledlightlyandwalkedovertoThandeka.Thandekaopenedupherarmsandthey

sharedalonghug.

Thandeka:Nooneeversaidthiswouldbeeasy.

Nolwazi:Ngikhathele.

Thandeka:Iunderstand.Ijustdon’twantyoutostressyourselfintohavingamiscarriage.This

isaverysensitivestageinyourpregnancy.

Nolwazilookedathernervously.

Thandeka:Youneedtotakecareofyourself.

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Thandeka:Andthefirstthingwehavetodoisfeedyou.

Nolwazi:Imightaswellgetfatteranyway.

Thandekalaughed.

Thandeka:Alrightthen!

Theysatdownandbeganeating.



***

Ntsikimadeherwaytothecomplexandsentamessage.Minuteslaterthegateopenedand

shemadeherwayinandwalkedtotheapartment.

Sheknockedonthedoorandshortlyafter,Richieopenedthedoor.

Ntsiki:Tookyoulongenough.

ShegruntedandRichielookedatherblankly.

Richie:YouseemtoforgetthatIhaveawoman.

Ntsiki:Mxm.

Shepushedpasthimandmadeherwayinside.Richieclosedthedoorandwentbacktothe

kitchenwherehewasbusyheatingupfood.Ntsikiwasabouttotakesomewhenhegavehera

deadlystare.

Richie:Didyoucookthat?

Ntsiki:Goshcalmthefuckdown.

Richie:Don’ttouchthatshit.

Ntsiki:It’sfunnyhowyoukeepputtingthiswomanofyoursinahighpedestalthattimeyou’re

busyfuckingme.



Richie:Right.

HedishedupthefoodSlyhadcookedforhimearlierandthenbeganeating.

Ntsiki:Nxx.

Richiechuckledquietlyandwalkedtotheloungeashecontinuedtoeat.Ntsikifollowedhim

angrilyandsatnexttohimonthecouch.

Richie:Howwasyourday?

Ntsiki:Asifyoucare.

Richie:I’mbeingnice.Don’tspitonmyface.

Ntsikigruntedandkeptquiet.Shehadtoalwaysremindherselfofthebiggerpictureeverytime

shewaswithRichie...Inhermind,therewasnowayNolwaziwouldgetawaywithtakingDean

fromher.Shejusthadtofindawayofgettingbackather...

INSERT93

Tholiwasbeyonduncomfortable.

Mdu:YinimanjeTholi?

Tholi:MduhowamIsupposedtoshower?



Mdulookedoveratthetransparentglassthatseparatedthebathroomandtheloungeareaof

thehotelroom.Hechuckledquietly.

Mdu:Angazi.

Tholi:Didyouknowthatthesehotelroomsarebuiltlikethis?

Heshookhisheadandlookedatherinnocently.

Tholi:Argh.

Helayonthebedandchuckled.

Mdu:Yaziune-drama.

HeswitchedontheTVandfocusedonitwhileTholiunpackedsomeofherthings.Shewalked

overtothekitchenareaandpouredherselfsomewater.Shethenlookedatthebathroomthat

glaredbackather.Thewallwasbuiltwithbrickstillhalfwayandthenfromthatpointtothetop,

itwasglass.Theshowerstaredrightbackatherandshelookedoveratthebedareaandthere

wasnowayshecouldhide.Evenpeeingwouldbeamissionbecausethetoiletwasrightnextto

theshower.

Shehissedandcursedatwhoeverwasresponsibleforbuildingsuchaweirdhotelroom.Clearly

itwasmeantforlovers...

Shesighedheavilyandwalkedtohersuitcaseandtookouthertoiletrybag.SheglancedatMdu

whowasonthebedandrealisedthathehaddozedoff.Shequicklyrushedtothebathroomand

gotintheshower.Assoonasthewatertouchedherbody,sherelaxedandallowedherselfto

enjoythesensationitbrought.



Shewasslowlyallowingherselftoopenupabitandshevowedtokeeptrying,despitehow

difficultitwas.

Shefinishedup,gotoutoftheshowerandthendriedherself.Shebentdowntolotionherlegs

andthesecondshestoodproperlytolotionherarms,sherememberedthetransparentglass

andsquealedwhenshesawMdusittingonthebed,atadistance.Shequicklykneeleddown

andstayedonthefloorforawhile.

Mduwaslaughingquietlyashewatchedfromadistance.Hestoodupandwalkedovertothe

bathroomandopenedthedoor.

Mdu:You’resodramatic.Whatareyoudoingdownthere?

Tholi:Getout!

Mdu:Mxm.

Hewalkedinandpulledherupandshequicklygrabbedhertowelandcoveredherself.

Mdu:CanIshowernow?

Tholi:Suityourself.

Shepushedhimoutofthewayandwalkedoutdramatically.

Mdu:Pleasebringmystuff.



Helookedatherthroughtheglassasshewalkedtohisbagandtookouthistoiletrybag.She

walkedbackinthebathroomandgaspedinshock.ShequicklylookedawayandMduchuckled.

Mdu:Mxm.

Sheputthebagdownandquicklygotoutofthebathroom.Mdugotintheshowerandbegan

cleaninghimselfup.Tholiwalkedtothebedareaandquicklygotintoherpyjamas.Shethen

cleanedupandsatonthebed,avoidingMduoverontheotherside.Shewouldoccasionally

takeaglanceathimandthenhissatthesight.

Mduwalkedoutofthebathroomwhiledryinghimself.Helotionedhimselfatthekitchenarea

andTholilayonthebedandfocusedontheTV.

Mdu:ShouldIswitchofftheair-conditioner?

Tholi:Hmm?

Mdu:It’sgettingstuffy.

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdufinishedupdoingwhateverhewasdoingandthenwalkedovertothebedandlaidnextto

her.

Mdu:Didyoudieke?

Tholihuffedandhepulledherclosertohimtillhalfofherbodywasonhim.Hekissedherneck

gentlyandshewiggled.Hecontinuedtokisshertillherbodyrelaxedandsheeventuallygiggled.



Mdu:YouknowhowcuteyouarewhenyoutrytohidethefactthatImakeyoublush?

Shehidherfaceinhisneckandtookinhisscent.Hegentlyslidonehandunderherpyjamatop

andshesighedquietly.Shethenliftedherfacetowardshisandtheykissedoneanother

tenderly.Mdu’shandrunupherbackandtheotheronesliddownherwaist.Shebackedher

headupabitandthenlookedathim.Mdulookedatheradoringlyandsecondslater,theywere

backtokissing.SherepositionedandMdugotontopandbalancedhimselfonhiselbow.He

leanedhisfacetowardsherneckandbeganplantinglightkissesslowly.Shemoanedquietlyas

shewrappedherlegsaroundhim.Foralongtimetheygotlostinthatkiss,moaningand

touchingeachother...Tholi’sbodywasnowheatingupandMdu’sbodywastensingup.

Tholicouldn’tbelievewhatwashappeningtoher.Hersenseswereallovertheplace,probably

becauseithadbeensolongsinceshehadexperiencedanythingclosetointimacy.Therushof

heatandintensityfilledherandshesquirmedasMdu’shandcoveredherbreast.Hemanaged

totakeoffhertopandwasnowtouchingherbreastashecontinuedtokissher.

Thesecondshecomprehendedwhatwashappening,shequicklytensedupandMdustopped

whathewasdoingandlookedathercalmly.Shewassuddenlyveryself-conscious.The

thoughtsthatwentthroughhermindweretellingherthattheyhadbetterstoprightnow

becausetheyhadgonetoofar.

Mdugotclosertoherfaceandplantedakissonherlipsbutshedidn’trespond.

Mdu:Talktome.

Shelookedathimuncomfortablyandhisfacesoftenedupevenmore.

Mdu:Idon’tthinkyouunderstandhowIfeelaboutyou.

Shebitherlowerlipuneasily.



Mdu:Iloveyou.

Theystaredintooneanother’seyesandthenembracedagain,theirbodiespressingagainst

eachother.Shesighedquietlyandhesmiledandleanedinforanotherkissandsheslowly

relaxedagain.SherespondedandMdu’shandtouchedherbreastonceagain.Shestopped

kissinghimbecausethemoaningwastoomuch.Sheshuthereyesashecontinuedtorubher

nippletenderly.

Tholi:Mdu...

Mdu:Yes?

Shemoanedasshefelthiswarmtonguecirclinghernippleslowly.Sheplacedahandonher

mouthbecauseshewasafraidthatthemoaningwouldbetoomuch.Mdumadehiswaytothe

otherbreastandsuckedthenipplegently.Shebitherbottomlipasherbreathingbecame

shorterandlower.

Mdutrailedkissesupandgotbacktoherneck.Hebitherlightlyandshesquirmed.Heplaced

hislipsonherearandkissedherlightly.

Mdu:Iloveyou.

Thesoundofhisvoiceresonateddeepwithinandshecouldn’tsustaintheheatanymore.She

wiggledunderneathhisweightandletoutaslightcry.Hetrailedmorekissesdownherneck,to

herchestandthengottoherwaist.Hecarefullyremovedherpyjamapantsandshetensedup

again.Helookedupatherandsawthatshehadnowopenedhereyesandwaslookingathim

nervously.Hecarefullygotontopofherandlookedatherlovingly.

Tholi:Maybeweshouldswitchoffthelights.

Mdu:I’mnotcrazy.



Shelookedathimpleadingly.

HethenrepositionedagainandmadeTholibeontopofhim.Shehidherfaceinhisneckand

theylayinsilenceforalongtime,bothpayingcloseattentiontotheirlowbreathing.Tholi

eventuallyputherheadupandlookedathim.

Tholi:Idon’tlovemyself.

Mdu:That’sadamnshame.

Shesighed.

Mdu:Kodwakeuthandwayimi.

Shestifledablushandhelaughedquietly.

Mdu:I’mnotabouttodoshitinthedark.I’mnotthatpsychotic.

Tholihuffedandgrunted.

Mdu:Huffallyouwant.

Herepositionedthemagainandwasontoponceagain.Theykissedgentlyandherbodyvery

slowlyrelaxed.

Mdustoppedandthelookonhisfacehadchanged.Hesmiledseductivelyandsheshivered.



Heplantedakissonhercheekandgotclosertoherear.

Mdu:Thesucculentfullbreasts...

Tholishiveredashewentdowntoherbreastsandcuppedonewithhishand.

Mdu:Withtheirdarkcoralnipplesstandingeversoerect...

Sheshiveredonceagainashistonguelandedononenippleandsuckedonitgently.

Tholi:Mdu...

Hewenttotheothernippleandsuckedonitaswellandthentrailedkissedtoherbelly.

Mdu:Theindentedwaist...

Heplantedfeatherkissesaroundherwaistareaandthentouchedherhips.

Hestrokedhergentlyandjustasshewasabouttosaysomethinghequicklyturnedheraround

andspankedherbutt.Shesquealedinshock.

Mdu:Thoseperfectlyroundedhipswiththattantalisingbutt...

Shegiggledquietlyasshehidherfaceinthepillow.Heturnedheraroundagainandthengoton

topofher,balancinghimselfwithhiselbow.Hestaredatherasherfaceturnedcompletelyred.

Hekissedhercheeks...



Mdu:Theflushedcheeksthatdefeatyourattempttoacttough.

Shepoutedandheplantedakissonherlipsandsmiledasshereeledhiminforadeeperkiss.

Hethenbrokeit.

Mdu:Thoselipsthattalkalotofshit.

Tholi:Hey!

Hechuckledashekissedheragain.Hegentlybrokethekissandthenwentuptohernoseand

wenttoherleftear.Hekissedit.

Mdu:Theseearsthathavedefinitelyheardandprocessedsomedespicablethings...Probably

whyyourself-esteemissofuckedup...

Sheclosedhereyesashetrailedkissesaroundherfaceandeventuallygottohereyes.He

kissedthemgentlyandsheopenedthemandtheystaredateachother.

Mdu:Theseeyesthathavedefinitelyseensomecrazyshit...

Heplacedhislipsonhersandtheystayedlikethatforawhile.

Hetrailedmorekissesandeventuallygottoherforehead.

Mdu:Andthisheadthat’shardandstubbornasfuck.

Shegiggledashetrailedevenmorekisses.Hewentdownherneck,gottoherchestand



focusedonherleftside.Hekissedthatwholesectionandlookedather.

Mdu:Andthisheartthatrefusestoletgo...

ShebitherlipasshetriedtoholdinthetearsandMdukissedthatsectionagain.

Mdu:Thisheartthatneedstoopenupandallowlovetohappen.

Shepulledhimupandtheystaredateachotherforawhile.Hewipedhertearsandsheclosed

hereyes.Heplantedkissesonbotheyesandlaughedquietlyandsheopenedthem.

Mdu:Andtheseeyesthatneedtostopproducingthesedamntears.

Tholi:Hey!

Hepressedhimselfharderagainstherandshewrappedherlegsaroundhim.

Tholi:Iloveyoutoo.

Mdu:Ofcourseyoudo.Iwasabouttoturnintoapoetforyou...

Shegiggled.

Mdu:Nowcanwedothisshit?There’sonlysomuchwaitingamancansurvive...

Tholichuckledquietlyandnoddedasshereeledhiminforanotherkiss,butthistimeitwas

deeperandmorepassionate...



INSERT94

ItwasnowMondayandNolwaziwasgettingreadytogotowork.Shehatedhowinconsistent

herworklifecurrentlywasandshedecidedthatshewouldstoptakingtheseunnecessaryoff

days.ShemadeherwaydownstairsjustasThandekawasdishingup.

Nolwazi:Can’tyoustaywithmeforever?

Thandekalaughedandtheysharedahug.

Thandeka:Iwouldn’tmind.I’llprobablymoveinonceyougivebirth.

Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Ofcourseyou’llstaywithme.

Thandeka:Howareyoufeelingaboutwork?

Nolwazi:Overlyexcited.

Thandeka:Atthispoint,it’stheonlyaspectofyourlifethatisstillintact.

Nolwazisighedheavilyasshebeganeating.

Nolwazi:Iguess...

Thandeka:UKwaneleyenauthiuzosign-aninilamaphepha?



Nolwazi:I’lltellyouaboutthenewdevelopmentstonight.

Thandeka:Isitbadnews?

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:Yohuh-uhthisistoomuchnow.

Nolwazi:Tellmeaboutit.

Thandekasighed.

Thandeka:Anyway,I’mspendingthedaywithNomi.

Nolwazifrowned.

Thandeka:Yini?

Nolwazi:Ihaven’tspokentoher...

Thandeka:Haibowhy?

Nolwazi:Angazima.I’vebeenagoodfriendtoallthesepeopleyetwhenthetablesturnabantu

bayanyamalala...Slyistheonlyonewho’sbeenkeepingtabs.



Thandeka:Haiungashonjalo.EvenThuli?

Nolwazinodded.

Thandeka:I’llspeaktoNomi.

Nolwazi:Ihavebiggerthingstoworryaboutanyway...

Thandeka:True.

Nolwazifinishedupherfoodandgotup.

Nolwazi:Thankyoune?

Thandeka:Anythingforyoubaby.

TheysharedakissandNolwaziwenttogetherthings.

Nolwazi:Enjoyyourdayke.

Thandeka:Youtoolove.

Nolwazimadeherwayoutofthehouseandgotinhercaranddroveoff.

Shefinallyarrivedatworkandasshewaswalkingtoheroffice,shebumpedintoAlex.



Alex:Lookwhatthewindblewin!

Nolwazirolledhereyesandtheysharedahug.

Nolwazi:HowareyouAlex?

Slowlybutsurely,allthepowershecarriedinherworkplacebegantocreepbackinhersystem.

Alex:I’mgood.We’vemissedyou...andDean.

Nolwazichuckledquietly.

Nolwazi:Ihavemissedyoutoo...UnfortunatelyIcan’tspeakforDean.

Alexlaughed.

Nolwazi:IsPhiwein?

Alex:Thepoorgirlhasbeenrestlesssinceyoudisappeared.

Nolwazi:Shame.

Theywalkedtoherofficeandbeforesheknewit,NolwaziwasalreadybombardedbyPhiwe.

Phiwe:OMGOMGOMG!



Nolwazi:MissPhiwe!

PhiwesqueezedNolwazilovingly.

Alex:Whyaren’tsomeofusgivensuchhugs?

NolwaziignoredAlexandcontinuedtohugPhiwe.

Phiwe:Bossladyyyy!

Nolwazichuckledquietly.

Phiwe:ArghhhI’vemissedyou!

ShefinallyletgoofNolwaziandthenlookedatherwithtearsinhereyes.

Nolwazi:Awwdon’tcry.

Phiwe:Youlook...

PhiwelookedatNolwazifromheadtotoe.

Phiwe:Youlook...

Alex:Amazing.



NolwazieyedAlexandheputhishandsupplayfully.

Phiwe:Yes,youlookamazing!

Nolwazi:Wellthat’sencouraging...

Phiwe:Howhaveyoubeen?IthoughtofcallingyoubutthenIknewyouwereprobablybusy.

NolwazichuckledandlookedattheadorablePhiwe.

Justthen,AlexclearedhisthroatandNolwaziglancedathimashebecameserious.

Nolwazi:Andthen?

Shefrownedasshelookedatthedirectionhewaslookingatandthenrealisedwhyhewas

actingweird.

Deanwaswalkingtowardsthem...PhiweturnedaroundandhissedasshealsosawDean...

Nolwazihadtotrybyallmeanstoensurethatshekeptherfacestraight.Deanlookedso

ravishinginhisusualtailoredsuit.

Phiwe:Ohmy...

Theyalllookedathim,withhisdead-ass-serious-as-fuck-face.HewasonlyfocusedonNolwazi.

HefinallygottothemandthenglancedatAlexandPhiwe.



Alex:AhDean...How’sit?

DeanlookedatAlexblankly.

Dean:Good,you?

Alex:I’mgreatman...

DeanthenglancedatPhiweandsheshuddered.

Phiwe:GoodmorningDrHlongwane...

Dean:Morning.

Phiwesigheddramatically.

DeanthenlookedatNolwaziintently.

Alex:AhPhiwe,weshouldgetgoing...

Phiwe:Okay.

TheywalkedoffandDeanandNolwazistoodthereforawhile.Eventually,Nolwazisnappedout

ofitandledthewaytoheroffice.Sheopenedthedoor,walkedinandDeanfollowedherand

closedthedoor.Sheputdownherthingsandthenturnedtolookathim.

Nolwazi:Hey.



Hesteppedclosertoherandpulledhertohisarms.

Dean:Hey.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandleanedclosertohisface.

Dean:Stillwantspace?

Nolwazilaughedquietly.

Nolwazi:YouthinkIwasbeingdramatic?

Dean:Iwon’trespondtothat.

Shechuckledandhidherfaceonhisneck.Heplantedakissonherearandsighedquietly.

Dean:Imissyou.

Nolwazi:Imissyoutoo.

Nolwaziliftedherheadandlookedathim.

Nolwazi:I’msorry.

Hetightenedhisgriponherandsheleanedclosertohisfaceandtheysharedakiss.Shefelt



herselfsmileinvoluntarilyandthenbrokeit.

Nolwazi:Howareyou?

Dean:Couldbebetter.

Nolwazi:AndthisisallbecauseIwasbeingunnecessary?

Dean:Yourwords,notmine.

Nolwazikissedhimagain.

Dean:Howaremykids?

Nolwazishothimalookandhechuckled.

Dean:Banjani?

Nolwazi:Mxm.

Theykissedagainandheliftedherandcarriedhertoherdesk.Hecarefullyplacedheronthe

edgeofthedeskandthenstoodinbetweenherlegs.

Nolwazi:I’vebeenhavingcramps.

Deanlookedatherseriously,



Nolwazi:Beenstressed...

Dean:Yini?

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Dean:Nolwazi.

Nolwazi:It’sKwanele.

Hetightenedhisjaw.

Nolwazi:Hewants50%ofeverythingthathasmynameonit.

DeanlookedatherinconfusionandNolwaziwentontoexplaineverythingtohim.

Dean:Uyanya.

Nolwazikeptquiet.

Dean:Thesonofabitchistheonewhowentwhoringaroundandnowhe’sgoingtoturnthis

shitaround?No,fuckthat.

Nolwazisighed.



Dean:Youdounderstandthatthere’snowayhe’sgoingtogetawaywiththisright?

Nolwazi:Maybeit’swhatIneedtodojusttocuthimoffpermanently.

Dean:Notwhenyou’veworkedhardforyourshit.Iyanyalenja.

Nolwazi:I’llrecover...

Dean:Mxm.

Nolwazi:Anyway,weneedtofindanewdoctor.

Dean:Definitely.

Nolwazi:YouwererightaboutDrSmith...

Deanlookedatherintentlyandshewentontotellhimallaboutthatothersagaaswell.He

chuckledindisbelief.

Dean:Sopeoplearejustgoingtowalkalloveryounow?

Nolwazisighed.

Dean:Givemepermissiontofindthatoldsagofadoctor...

Nolwazi:It’swaterunderthebridgenow.



Deanshookhishead.

Dean:Ifhe’sbuckenoughtonotobeyandrespecthisprofessionalethicsthenheshouldbe

buckenoughtofacemywrath.

Nolwazilookedathimindisbelief.

Dean:NolwaziI’vebeenverypatientwithyouandIwillremainsotillyou’rebackonyourfeet.

Butyouseethathusbandofyours?

Deanletgoofher.

Dean:Thatepilepticpieceofshitneedstobetaughtaproperlesson.Noweveryonehastopay

forhimnotbeingaman?

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Ihatebeingtested.Youdon’tcomeforwhat’smineandthinkyoucanwaltzaroundfreely.

Nolwazisighedheavilyandjustlookedathimindefeat.Hermainconcernatthemomentwas

allthesecrampsthatshewasgetting...SheneededtofindanewdoctorASAP.

INSERT95

Tholimadeherwaytothebathroomandtriedpeeingbutherthighswereinpain.Sheeventually

triedsquattingandfinishedup.Shethenmadeherwaybacktothebedroomandslippedback

inthecoversandMduturnedandglancedather.



ShehidherfaceandMdulazilypulledherclosertohim.

Mdu:Chubbycheeks.

Tholifrownedandhekissedher.

Mdu:Ulalekahle?

Shenoddedandhekissedheragain.Sherestedherheadonhischestandclosedhereyes.Just

asshewasabouttodozeoffagain,herphonerangandsheputherheadupandlookedatMdu

weirdly.

Mdu:Yourphoneactuallyrings?

Shepunchedhimlightlyasshereachedforitandcheckedthecallerid.Hereyespoppedup

whenshesawZani’snamepopup.

Mdu:Yini?

Tholi:UZani.

MdugrabbedTholi’sphoneannoyinglyandansweredit.

Mdu:What?...UfunanikuTholakele?...Manjeungenaphiwena?...Don’ttestmeZanele...Thiswill

bethelasttimeyoucontacther,understood?...Mxm.

HedroppedthecallandlookedatTholiangrily.



Tholi:Whatdidshesay?

Mdu:Ifthisbitchcallsyouagain,letmeknow.

Tholi:Don’tcallherabitch!

Mdu:Mxm.

Tholi:NoMdu!

Mdu:Angaziyiniinkingayakho.

Tholi:YoucanbesodisrespectfulMduduzi.

Shewasabouttogetoutofbedwhenhepulledher.

Mdu:OnethingIwillneverdokeisarguewithyouaboutnonsensicalthings...

Tholi:Youcallingawomanabitchisnonsensical?

Mdu:Isshenotabitch?

Shetriedgettingoutagainbuthepulledevenharder.

Mdu:Tholakeleyinimanje?



Tholi:You’rerude.

Mdu:Soyou’refinewithZanitellingeveryoneaboutyourbusiness?

Tholikeptquiet.

Mdu:Stopholdingontopeoplewhodonotdeserveyou.

Tholi:Butcallingherabitchwasuncalledfor.

Mdu:Iapologise.

Tholilookedathimsuspiciouslyandhesmiledinnocently.

Mdu:Canwestoptalkingaboutirrelevantpeoplenow?

Shesighedheavilyandhegrabbedherfaceandkissedher.

Tholi:Hmm.

Mdu:Let’sgoshower...

Tholilookedathimuncomfortablyandhesqueezedher.

Mdu:What?I’vesuckedthedaylightsoutofyousoangaziwhyuzenzashy.



Tholi:Mdu!

Hechuckledandkissedheragain.

Mdu:Woza.

Hegotupandthenpulledheroutofbed.Theywalkedtothebathroomandhetookoffhis

sweatpants.Hethenpulledherandtookoffthet-shirtshewaswearing,whichwashis...Tholi’s

bodywasnowexposedandshewantedtodie.Mduwalkedinsidetheshowerandpulledherin.

HeturnedonthewaterandTholigroaned.

Tholi:It’stoocold!

ShefoldedherarmsandstoodtherewhileMduadjustedthewater.

Mdu:Isthisfine?

Tholi:Haiit’sstillcold.

Shepushedhimasideandbeganadjustingthewater.

Mdu:SoIguessit’struewhattheysayaboutwomen...

Tholi:What?

Mdu:Thatyouallloveshoweringinhotwaterbecauseitremindsyouofhell,whereyouallcome

from.



Tholilookedathimandlaughed.

Tholi:Wheredidyouevenhearthat?

Shegiggledassheadjustedthewatersoitbecamehotter.

Mdu:Tholithisshitistoohot!

Tholi:No,thisisperfect.

MdushivereddramaticallyandTholipunchedhimplayfullyandhepulledherintohisarms.

Mdu:Umuhleyezwa?

Tholi:No,pleasestop.

Shequicklyturnedaroundandreachedforhersoap.

Mdu:Lethala.

Hegrabbedthesoapandbeganapplyingitonthewashingtowel.Hethenstartedrubbingher

backandshestoodthere,beyondrigid.Hewentdownherbackandthenturnedheraroundand

smiled.

Mdu:Awuse-tensenje.



Tholifrowned.

Mdu:Putupyourarms.

Shereluctantlydidasshewastoldandhegentlyrubbedherstomachandshegrowled.He

carefullywentaroundherbreastsandshebitherbottomlipuncomfortably.Hestaredatheras

hefocusedononebreastatatime.

Mdu:Ewukodwa!

Hesmiledbrightly.

Tholi:Watchit.

Mdu:I’mjustadmiring.

Tholi:Argh.

Theywentbacktobeingsilentandheslowlywentdownherstomach.Shestaredrightbackat

himashegotbelowherbelly...

Mdu:Uyangibheka...

Heslowlybentdownandwassoonkneelingontheground.Hemadeheropenupherlegs

slightlyandthenrinsedthewashingtowel.

Mdu:Vulakancanephela.



Shelookeddownathimnervouslybuteventuallyopenedthemupabit.Heslowlycleanedher

up...Verygently...

Somehowthisignitedsomethingthatwasburieddeepwithin...Theintensefeelingcreepedin

andshemoanedquietly.Mdulookedupandsmiledwhenherealisedtheeffectsofsimply

cleaningher...Hecontinuedtorubthetowelaroundherclitandshemoanedloudly.

Tholi:Mdu...

Mdu:Hellobaby...

Shelookeddownathimandgavehimaweirdlookandhechuckled.Heputthewashingtowel

asideandthenplacedhishandonhervagina.

Tholiwincedandclosedhereyesasheslowlybegantostrokeherclit.

Tholi:Haa...

Shesighedquietlyandhetappedherslowlyaroundthatarea.

Shelostherbalanceandheldontohisshoulders.Heslowlyslidinonefingerandsheletouta

scream

Mdu:Ungawiphelachubbycheeks.

Hechuckledashelookedupandsawhowdefeatedshelooked.Itreallydidn’ttakemuchtoget

hertosuchaplace.Tholiactedtoughandclosedoffbutherbodyalwaysdefeatedherwhenit

cametoMdu.Heusedhisthumbtorubherclitandhismiddlefingertodelvedeepwithinher

walls.Thewaterpiercedthroughherbackandthesteammadeitevenhardertobreathe.



Hemadeheropenherlegsevenwiderandsheletoutanotherscreamwhenshefelthistongue

onherclit.Henibbledonitverytenderlyatfirstbutwithinsecondshewasburieddeepbetween

herthighsandwasputtinginthework.Tholitriedholdingontotheslidingglassbutitwastoo

slippery.SheplacedonehandonthesoapholderandtheotherhandonMdu’sshoulder.He

slippedinonefingerashecontinuedtolickandwithinseconds,shewaspantingandsquealing.

Mdugaveheronelastlickandshewincedloudly.

Tholi:Mdu!

Heheldherasshelostbalance.Shestoodupandshecollapsedinhisarms.Shehidherfacein

hisneckandpanteduncontrollably.

TheystoodthereforawhileuntilTholiwasstableagain.Sheeventuallyliftedherfaceand

sighedheavily.

Mdu:Heythere.

Sheblushedandheleanedclosertoherfaceandtheysharedakiss.Thesecondshefelthis

erection,moreintensefeelingscreptupinherandshemoaned.

Mdu:Andthen?

SheblushedandMduchuckled.

Mdu:You’resogreedy.

Shegiggledshylyandhekissedheragain.



Mdu:Cleanyourmanupkekhonangizoku-settakahle.

ShestifledalaughasshetookMdu’ssoapandbegancleaninghimup...

INSERT96

Nolwazi:Manjeyou’regoingtospendtherestofthedayallgrumpy?

DeanlookedatNolwaziintently.

Dean:I’mannoyed.

Nolwazisighedandfocusedonhertake-awaymeal.

Dean:Noonewilltouchyou,okay?

Shechuckled.

Nolwazi:Idoubtitwillevergettothatpoint.

Dean:You’dbeshocked...

Nolwazikeptquietandate.

Dean:Howarethecramps?



Nolwazi:They’vecalmeddown.

Dean:Idon’twantyoutostressaboutoutsidefactors.FocusonyourselfandthebabiesandI’ll

focusontherest.

Nolwazi:Whatareyouplanningondoing?

Dean:Angazi,Ijustneedtomakesurethatyou’reoutofharm’sway.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:I’mconvincedthispregnancyhasturnedmetoanemotionalweakling.AllIdoiscry

andsleep.

Deanlookedatherseriouslyandthenhisfacesoftenedup.Hetookherfood,placeditonthe

tableandthenpulledherclosertohimontheofficecouch.

Dean:Idon’twantthistobeamiserableexperienceforyou.Ihatethatallyoudoiscryand

sleep.

Nolwazi:Noman,I’mjustexaggerating.I’llbefineoncethisdivorceisover.

Helookedathersoftlyandshesighed.

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:ThispastweekendhasbeentragicformeLwazi.



Nolwazismiled.

Nolwazi:Ngoba?

Dean:NgobaungivalelengaphandleandyouknowIhatethatshit.

Nolwazi:I’msorry.

Dean:YouandIneedtobeagoodteamfromnowonwards.Youseeallthesepeoplewhoare

againstus?

Nolwazinoddedlightly.

Dean:Wewon’tsurviveifwe’renotagoodunit.

Nolwazi:Iunderstand,Ijustneededsomespace.

Deannodded.

Dean:Ican’thaveyousadandallalonewhileI’malsoresponsibleforputtingyouinthistight

situation.

Nolwazisighed.

Dean:Soletmehelpyou...



Nolwazi:Iloveyou.

Deannoddedandshekissedhimtenderly.

Dean:IloveyoutooLwazi,morethanyou’lleverknow.I’mforeverindebtedtoyouforblessing

mewiththesetwoboys.

Nolwazi:HaihaiDean!

Helaughedandrubbedherbelly.

Nolwazi:Aboyandagirl.

Hesighedandnoddedindefeat.

Dean:Aslongasthere’saboyinthemixthenkulungile.

Nolwazi:Hawuu-wrongyazi.

Theylaughedastheykissedandherepositionedhersoshecouldlieonherbackandhe

balancedhimselfontop.

Dean:I’vemissedyousomuchmylove.

Nolwazismiledwarmly.

Nolwazi:Showmethen...Daddy.



Hechuckledasheleanedclosertoherfaceandkissedhergently.

Dean:I’mabouttoripyouapartNolwazi...You’llneverattempttohavespaceafterthisyezwa?

Nolwazilaughedandnoddedashebegantotakeoffherheels...

***

Kwanelemadehiswaytotheoffice,eversogracefully.Thereceptionistlookedathiminshock

andhesmiledkindly.

Kwanele:KunjaniKhaya?

Khaya:Ohmygoodness!

Kwanelechuckledquietlyashemadehiswaytohisboss’soffice.Beforehegotthere,he

decidedtopassbyThuli’sofficefirst.Heknockedandheardhersaycomein.

HewalkedinandThulilookedathimblankly.

Thuli:Fuckoff.

Kwanelesmiled.

Kwanele:You’restillmadatme?



Thuliignoredhimandcarriedontyping.

Kwanele:Haikeyou’llcontactmeoncethechildishnesshassubsided.

Hewalkedoutandclosedthedoorandthenproceededtomakehiswaytohisboss’soffice.

Heknockedandstoodthereforawhilebecausetherewasnoresponse.Heknockedagainand

hewastoldtocomein.HeopenedthedoorandhisbossGriffin,amiddle-agedwhiteman,

lookedupfromhispaperwork.

Griffin:Youpieceofshit!

Kwanelechuckledashewalkedinandclosedthedoor.

Griffin:GivemeonegoodreasonwhyIshouldn’tchaseyouout!

Kwanele:Becauseyouneedme.

Griffinshookhisheadindisbelief.

Griffin:YoudisappearforweeksonendandcomebackthinkingI’mgoingtobegyou??

Kwanelesatdownoppositehimandsmiled.

Griffin:Youidiot!

Kwanele:Thisfirmneedsme...IfyoufeellikeI’mreplaceablethengoaheadandfireme.Ihave



tonsofoffersinmypocket.

Griffin:AndhereIthoughtyouwereahumblefarmboy!

Theylaughed.

Kwanele:Thecitychangesaperson,oldman.

Griffin:Wherehaveyoubeen?

Kwanele:Letmefillyouin.Maybeyou’llunderstandwhyI’vebeenMIA.

Griffin:MorelikeAWOL.

KwanelechuckledashebegantotellGriffineverythingthathappenedfromthebeginning.

Whenhewasdone,Griffinlookedathimindisbelief.

Griffin:Noshit!

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightly.

Griffin:Lawyersareverypettyandbitterpeopleingeneral.Wehatelosing.

Kwanele:Spoton.



Griffin:Thiswomanisobviouslyunderestimatingyou.

Kwanele:No,sheisnottheonewhoisunderestimatingme...It’sthatboyfriendofherswho

thinkshe’srunningtheshow.

Griffin:Wellhesureashellneedstoknowhisplace.

Kwanele:I’mactuallyhopinghisegowillmakehiminvolvehimselfmore.

Griffin:Thatjustmakesastrongercaseforyou.

Kwanelenodded.

Kwanele:NolwaziknowshowcutthroatIamwhenI’minmyelement.Hopefullyshe’lltameher

babydaddyfortheirsake.Beingastreet-thugwon’tbenefithimincourt.I’llfuckhimupGriffin

andI’lldothatshitwithasmileonmyface.

Griffinlaughedboldly.

Griffin:Youyoungboysneverceasetoamazeme...

Kwanele:I’mwifelessandchildless...Ihavesomesparetimeinmyhandssowhynothavea

littlefun?

Griffin:Especiallyifyourwealthisgoingtobedoubledintheend...

Kwanelechuckled.



Kwanele:It’ssuchapitythatshe’sfromawealthyfamily.Hadshebeenpoorlikethisyoungone

Itookin,Iwouldhaveprobablyenjoyeditmore.

Griffin:Man,youarepissedaren’tyou?

Kwanele:Thecontraceptivethingreallythrewmeoff.Iwasreallyfeelingbadbutaftershe

lookedmedeadintheeyeandtoldmeI’moverreacting,Irealisedthatsheobviouslydoesn’t

loveme...

Griffinshookhisheadlightly.

Kwanele:Ihaven’tfeltawoman’ssoftnessandmoistnessinweeksGriffin.I’manangrymanat

themoment.

Griffin:Emotionsrunningallovertheplace.

Kwanelechuckled.

Griffin:Ihavetonsofcontactsinthatdepartment.

Kwanele:Idon’tdohookersGriffin.

Griffinlaughedboldly.

Griffin:Wellthat’sashame!

Griffinopenedoneofhisdrawersandtookoutacardandhandedittohim.



Kwanele:Andthen?

Griffin:Listen,ifyou’rereallygoingcrazythendialthatnumberandaskforJeff...

Kwanele:Ishewhite?Nowwhythehellwouldyousendmetoawhitewhorehouse?

Griffinlaughed.

Griffin:No,he’snotwhite.Stopbeingstupid...

Kwanele:SothisJeffguyisapimp?

Griffinchuckled.

Griffin:Oncethaturgehitsyouhard,dialthatnumberboyandyouwillnotregretit.

Kwanele:Idoubt.

Hestoodup.

Kwanele:LetmegofindthatassistantofminesoIcangetgoing.

Griffin:Onemorestuntfromyouandyou’refired,understood?

Kwanelechuckledandwalkedoutoftheoffice.



INSERT97

Kwanelemadehiswaytohisoffice.Heswitchedonhislaptopandwentthroughallofhiswork

emails.

Justthentherewasaknockonthedoorandhetoldthepersontocomein.Hechuckledwhen

hesawThuliwalkin.Shecameandsatoppositehim.

Kwanele:HowmayIhelpyou?

Thuligrowledangrilyandcrossedherarms.

Kwanele:Haike.

Hecontinuedtofocusonhislaptop.

Thuli:WhatdidGriffinsay?

Kwanele:Nothingmuch.

Thuli:SoI’mguessingyourslickselfmanagedtogetoutoftrouble?

Kwanele:Iguess...

Heglancedather.

Kwanele:YoushouldprobablycallNolwaziandapologiseforwhateveryoudid.



Thulilookedathimindisbelief.

Thuli:Excuseme??

Kwanele:Youobviouslymissher...

Shekeptquiet.

Kwanele:Callyourfriendandmendthings.

Thuli:WhyshouldIgobacktopeoplewhoconstantlyquestionmyloyalty?

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightly.

Kwanele:ThatSlyhasasmartmouth.

Thuli:She’stheonewhokeepsfloodingNolwaziwithallthesethingsaboutme.

Kwanelenoddedlightly.

Kwanele:NolwaziandIaresimilarinsomanywaysbutsomehowshemanagestohidehershit

well...

Thuli:Definitely.



Kwanelekeptquiet.

Thuli:She’sjustasgullibleasyou.Sheallowspeopletofloodhermindwithrubbish.She’s

easilyinfluenced,justlikeyou.

Kwanelechuckled.

Thuli:EvenwiththisDeanthing.She’sgoingtorealiselateronthatthisrelationshiporwhatever

theyhaveisajoke.Deanjumpedforthisopportunity.Hetookadvantageofherinhervulnerable

stateandthenconvincedherthattheyweremeanttobe.

Kwanele:WellI’mstartingtobelievethatthey’vealwayslovedeachother.

Thuli:Deantookadvantageofher...Nolwaziisstillnotthinkingstraight.Shedidn’ttakethetime

toreflectonwhathashappened.Heremotionsarestillallovertheplace.

Kwanele:Wellatthispointtherereallyisnoturningback.

Thulisighedheavilyandshookherhead.

Thuli:Ihavetogetbacktowork.

Kwanele:Sure.

Thuli:Seeyouaround.

Shegotupandwalkedoutoftheoffice.



***

Thenjiwe:Richie,Idonothavetimefornonsense.

RichielookedatThenjiweindisbelief.

Richie:Listenhereoldlady,Idon’tdothatshit.

Thenjiwe:WillR300000motivateyou?

Richie’sexpressionchangedandThenjiwesmiled.

Thenjiwe:Thoughtasmuch...

Richie:I’mnotanexpertinthatdepartment.

Thenjiwe:It’snotabigjob.Justalittleteasenje.

RichielookedatThenjiweintently.

Thenjiwe:What?

Richieshookhisheadlightly.

Richie:Youreallyhatethesepeopledon’tyou?



Thenjiwe:Don’taskmestupidquestionsboy!

Richiekeptquiet.

Thenjiwe:Nowthisiswhatyouwilldo...Clearlyyourstupidselfneedsstepbystepguidelines...

***

Nolwaziwasbusyinherofficewhensheheardaknockandshetoldthepersontocomein.

Phiwewalkedinwithaman.

Nolwazilookedatbothofthemexpectantly.

Phiwe:Heybosslady.

Nolwazi:What’sup?

Phiweglancedatthemanandsmiledkindly.

Phiwe:Youhaveadelivery.

Nolwazi:Oh.

Shestoodup.



Nolwazi:Sawubona.

Man:Sawubonasisi,unjani?

Nolwazi:Ngiyaphila,wena?

Man:Siyaphilasisi.

NolwazinoddedandthemanhandedherabrownA4envelope.

Nolwazi:Couldn’tyougiveittoourusualdeliveryguy?

Themanshookhishead.

Phiwe:Apparentlythishadtobehandedtoyouspecifically.

Nolwazi:Ohalrightthen.

ShesignedforitandthenthankedthemanandPhiweledhimoutoftheoffice.Nolwaziclosed

thedoorandwalkedbacktoherdesk.

Herheartratewasonanotherlevel.

Shesatdownandslowlyopenedtheenvelope.Shetookouttheletterandputtheenvelope

aside...

Sheopeneditandsankonherseat:



Allshesawwasthis...

...

NOTICEOFINTENTTODEFENDDIVORCE

Therespondent(KwaneleButhelezi)intendstodefendthisaction.

TO:NolwaziCamillaButhelezi

...

Sheputtheletterdownandsighedheavilyindefeat.

Herwholeworldwasonastandstillforalongtime.Shepouredherselfaglassofwaterand

finisheditwithinsecondsandthenstoodup.Justthen,herphonerangandshereachedforit

andanswered.

Nolwazi:Nolwazi,hello?

Person:GoodafternoonMrsButhelezi.

Shesighed.

Person:IamcallingonbehalfofthedivorcebetweenyouandMrButhelezi.



Nolwazi:Okay.

Person:MrButhelezihassentthecourtarequesttobringthecourtdatesoonerashehasto

undergoamedicalsurgeryinthefollowingdays.

Nolwazikeptquiet.Shedidn’tevenknowwhattosay.

Person:MrsButhelezi?

Shefinallysnappedoutofit.

Nolwazi:Yes.

Person:Thiscallistoconfirmwhetheryouarefinewiththisnewdevelopment.

Nolwazi:Sowhenexactlyisthenewdate?

Person:Wearestillawaitingthejudge’sdecision.Iwillcallyouassoonashehasinformedus

abouthisdecision.

Nolwazisighedheavily.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Person:EnjoytherestofyourdayMrsButhelezi.

Nolwazi:Bye.



Shedroppedthecallandpouredherselfanotherglassofwater.Shegulpeditallupwith

secondsandthenmadeherwayoutofheroffice.ShewalkedtoDean’sofficeandgotin

withoutknocking.

Dean:Hehewenana.

Sheclosedthedoorandhesensedhermoodandstoodup.

Dean:What’swrong?

Helookedatherconcernedly.

Nolwazi:I’vejustreceivedhisintentiontodefend.

Deannoddedlightlyandopeneduphisarmsandshewalkedtohimandhewrappedhisarms

aroundher.

Nolwazi:DeanIreallydon’twanttofightthis.

Deankeptquiet.

Justthen,NolwaziletoutascreamandDeanhadtoholdherbecauseshehadlostherbalance.

Dean:Nolwazi??

Sheletoutanotherscreamandheldontoherbelly.



Deanprocessedwhatwashappeningandthenledhertothecouch.Shesquirmedandrolledup

intoaballassheheldontightlytoherbelly.

Sheletoutanotherpainfulscreamandthenshuthereyesasthepiercingpainrushedthrough

herabdomenarea.

DeanquicklyrushedoutoftheofficeandsecondslaterhecamebackwithAlex.

Alex:Fuck,what’swro-

Dean:Justpickherupandfollowmetothecar.

Alex:Shouldn’twecalltheambu-

Dean:OnemorewordandI’llfuckyouupAlex.

AlexquicklyrantothecouchandcarefullyliftedNolwazi.Heheldherproperlyandthencarried

her.SheletoutanotherscreamasDeanrushedoutandAlexfollowed...

Everyoneinthedivisionwasnowstaringatthemastheyrushedoutandmadetheirwaytothe

lifts.

Nolwaziwasnowcrying.

Deanpressedtheliftbutitseemedtotakeitsownsweettime.Heslammedthebuttonsin

frustrationandsecondslaterthedooropenedandtheymadetheirwayinandproceededtogo

down.



NolwaziheldontoAlexbutalsotriedtoholdherbellyatthesametime.

Alex:You’regoingtofallLwazi,calmdown.

Shescreechedpainfullytilltheliftfinallygottothegroundfloor.Theyrushedoutandmadetheir

waytothecar.AlexcarefullyplacedheronthebackseatandthenheandDeangotinthefront

andDeandroveoff...

***

TholiandMduwerebusylazingaround.MdutookouthislaptopandwenttoUJ’swebsite.

Mdu:SoyouwanttogotoUJ?

TholinoddedlightlyandMduchuckled.

Tholi:What’ssofunny?

Mdu:Nothing.Manjedoyouwanttostudypart-timeorfulltime?

Tholi:Fulltime.

Mdunodded.

Mdu:Let’sseewhattheyhavetooffer.



Theybegantobrowsethroughtheonlinebrochure...

Tholisuddenlyhadtheurgetopeebutshegroanedwhenshethoughtaboutthepaininher

thighs.

Shegotupfromthebed.

Mdu:Yohchubbycheeks.

Tholi:What?

Sheturnedaroundandgaspedinshockasshesawallthebloodthatwasonthewhitecovers.

Mdu:Shit.

Tholi:I’msosorry!Ididn’tfeelanything!

Mdu:Whyareyouapologising?

Hegotupfromthebed.

Mdu:Let’stakethisout.

TholilookedawayashamedlyandMdulookedatherfromtheothersideofthebed.

Mdu:Haikesonowyou’reashamedofbeingonyourperiod?ChooseastrugglemanTholi.



Tholikeptquietandhesighedheavilyandwalkedovertoherside.

Mdu:Comeon.

Justthen,shemovedjustabitandrealisedthattherewasnowbloodonthefloor.

Mdu:Geesh.

Tholigaspedinshock.

Shequicklyrantothebathroom,feelingsohumiliated.Assoonasshegotthereandrealised

thatshestilldidn’thaveanyprivacyinthattransparentbathroom,shefeltherfaceburnfrom

humiliation.

Asshestoodthere,morebloodflowedandshelookedcloselyattheblood.

Shegrabbedhertowelandtriedwipingherselfbutthatseemedtotriggeritmore.

Justthen,Mduwalkedin.

Mdu:Doyouhavesanitarypadsortampons?

Tholishookherheadvigorously.

Mdu:I’llgobuysome.



TholicoveredherselfwiththetowelandtriedholdinginthetearsasMduwalkedoutofthe

bathroomverycasually.
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Tholimanagedtocleanupallthebloodinthebathroom.Shewentovertothebedandtookout

thesheetsandcoversandwasthankfulthattheblooddidn’tactuallygettothemattress.

HerphonerangandsheanswereditafterseeingMdu’sname.

Tholi:Hello.

Mdu:Chubbycheeks.

ShekeptquietandMduchuckled.

Mdu:Listen,I’mabitoverwhelmedbyalltheseproducts.ShouldIgetyoutamponsorpads?

Tholisighedindefeat.

Tholi:Pads.

Shesaidthatquietly.

Mdu:Andwhichbranddoyouwant?

TholigruntedandMduchuckled.



Mdu:YouwereflowingquiteheavilysoIshouldprobablygetyoutheselargelookingonesneh?

Tholi:IuseAlways.

Mdu:Whichcolour?

Shesighed.

Tholi:Theonesinthebluepacket.

Mdu:Alrightthen.Doyouneedanythingelse?Painkillersfortheperiodpains?

Tholi:Idon’thavepains.

Mdu:Okaykebyekiddo.

HedroppedthecallandTholihuffedindefeat.Shefoldedthesheetsandcoversandthenwent

backtothebathroomtochangethetoiletpapershehadusedasapad.Shecleanedherselfup

andwincedasmorebloodcameout.

Afterover30minutes,Mduwalkedinthehotelroom.

Mdu:Babygirl.

Shekeptquiet.



Mdu:Thereyougo.

Sheopeneduptheplasticandtherewere6packetsofAlwaysUltranighttimesanitarypads.

Tholi:6packets?

Mdu:Bettersafethansorry.

TholilookedawayembarrassinglyandMdupulledherintohisarms.

Mdu:TholiIgrewupwith3women...Iamnotfazedbyanyofthis.

Shelookedathimsadly.

Mdu:Nakhonaonlyaboywouldreactchildishlytosomethingasnaturalasmenstruation.

Honestlykantiungithathakanjani?Ihavebiggerthingstoworryabout.

Tholifrowned.

Mdu:Honestly.

Tholi:Itstilldoesn’tmakebleedingallovertheplaceokay.

Mdu:SonowImustjudgeyouforhavingnocontroloveryourcycle?

Tholikeptquiet.



Mdu:Tholiwehavesomedeeperissuestodealwith.Bloodcomingoutofyourvaginaisthe

leastofmyworries.

Shesighedandhesmiledkindly.

Mdu:Comeon.

Tholi:YawellI’msorry.

Mdu:Okay.

Hetightenedhisholdonherandtheysharedahugandsheleanedclosertohisfaceandthey

kissed.

Tholi:You’reweird.

Mduchuckledandkissedheragain.

Mdu:Ngiyakuthandayezwa?

Shenoddedandkissedhim.

Tholi:Thankyou.

Mdu:You’rewelcome.



Hekissedherforeheadandthenletgoofher.Shethentookonepacketofpadsandmadeher

waytothebathroom.Shewasthankfulthatthebleedinghadsloweddown.Shedidwhatshe

hadtodoandthenmadeherwayoutagain.

Mdu:Igotussomefood.

Tholi:Thankyou.

Hedishedupforthemthentheywenttothesittingareaandbeganeating.

***

DeanpacedaroundthewaitingareaandAlexsatononeoftheseats,lookingverypaleand

shaken.

Dean:Forfuckssake.

Alex:What’swrongwithher?

Deanignoredhimandcontinuedtopacearoundthearea.

Afterawhile,DrSheppardmadehiswaytotheareaandDeanwalkedtohim.Hehadtomake

surethatAlexcouldn’thearathing.

Dean:Sheppard.

DrSheppardsighedheavilyandDeanshothimalook.



Dean:Whythefuckareyoubreathingheavily?

DrSheppardshookhisheadlightly.

Doctor:NolwaziisunderalotofstressDean.

Dean:TellmesomethingIdon’tknow.

Doctor:Butthatisnotgoodforthebabies.

Deanbentdownandletoutahugesighofrelief.

HestayedlikethatforawhileandeventuallystoodproperlyandlookedatDrSheppard.

Dean:Allthreeofthemarefine?

Doctor:They’refinebutthat’snottosaytheyarehealthy.Nolwaziwasclosetolosingthose

babieshencetheextremecramps.

Deanbalancedhimselfonthecounterandtookacoupleofdeepbreaths.

Dean:Sothebabiesarealive?

DoctorSheppardnoddedlightly.

Dr:Anotherreasonshe’shavingthesecramps,besidesthestress,isthefactthatshe’shaving

twinsandthisisthefirsttimesheishavingababy.Herbodyisstretchingitself,preparingfor



thetwin’shomeforthenextcoupleofmonths.

Deansighedonceagainandthennoddedlightly.Justthen,Alexemergedfromoutofnowhere.

Alex:Isshefine?

DrSheppardlookedatAlexweirdly.

Dean:Yes,she’sfine.

Alexnodded.

Alex:What’swrong?

Dean:MindyourfuckenbusinessAlex.

Alexputhishandsupindefeatandwalkedbacktowherehewassitting.

Dean:CanIseeher?

DrSheppardnodded.

Dr:Come...

Deanfollowedhimalongthecorridorsandtheyeventuallygottowheretheprivateroomswere.

TheygottothespecificroomandDrSheppardledtheway.DeangotinandNolwaziwasinbed.

Hereyeswereswollenandbloodshot.HewalkedovertothebedandNolwazistartedsobbing



whenhegottoher.Hepulledherupsohecouldholdherproperlyasshesobbedinhisarms.

DrSheppard:I’llgiveyousomespace...

SecondslaterthedoorwasclosedandNolwazi’ssobsweretheonlythingaudibleintheroom.

Atthispoint,Deanwascompletelylostforwords.Hetoowasstressedandfreakedoutbuthe

couldn’tshowanyofthatforNolwazi’ssake.

Afteralongtimeshefinallycalmeddownandhewipedhertears.

Dean:Howareyoufeeling?

Sheshookherhead.

Nolwazi:Ican’tdescribethepain.

Dean:Isitstillpainful?

Nolwazi:Notasmuch...

Deannoddedlightlyandkeptquiet.

Nolwazi:Itfeltlikesomeonewascontinuouslystabbingmewithblazingknives.

Deantookadeepbreathandkeptquiet.



Nolwazilookedathimsadlyandrealisedjusthowwornouthewas.

Hetouchedhisface.

Nolwazi:I’msorry.

Deanshookhisheadlightlyandsoontheirlipswerelocked.Bothofthemreleasedallthefear

andsadnessthroughthatmoment.Deanheldheralittletootightandshewinced.Hebrokethe

kissandlookeddownashamedly.

Dean:Ngiyaxolisa.

Nolwazisighedandheletgoofherandshelayproperly.

Nolwazi:Pleasecallmymother.

Helookedatherweirdly.

Nolwazi:Sheknowseverything.

Dean:Okay...

HetookhisphoneandhetoldherThandeka’snumber.Hewalkedoutoftheroomasthephone

rang.Suddenlyhefelthotandbothered.Heunfastenedhistieandunbuttonedthetopbuttonof

hisshirt.

Thandeka:Hello?



Heclearedhisthroatnervously.

Dean:Sawubonama.

Thandeka:Hi,ngikhulumanobani?

Dean:UhmthisisDean,Nol-

Thandeka:HelloDean,Ihavebeenwaitingforthiscallubonanje!

Deantriednottochuckle.Shewasobviouslysoclueless.

Dean:Unfortunatelythisisnotagoodcall...

Thandeka:Haibowhat’swrong?

Deantoldhereverythingandshegaspedinshock.

Thandeka:Nameofthehospital!

Deantoldher.

Thandeka:I’llbethereshortly.

ShedroppedthecallevenbeforeDeancouldsaygoodbye.



Hestoodthereforawhileanddecidedtoalsocallhismother.Heneededtoreleaseallthe

shockandfearhehadbottledup.Nolwazicouldn’tseehiminsuchastateatthemoment.

HedialledLindelwa’snumberanditrangforawhile.

Lindelwa:Langelihle.

Dean:Mama.

Lindelwa:What’swrong??

Dean:Nolwazialmosthadamiscarriage.

Lindelwa:What?!OhmyGod,whereareyou??

Deantoldher.

Lindelwa:I’llbetherein30minutesokay?

Dean:Okay.

Lindelwa:Staystrong,okay?Staybyherside!

Dean:Okay.



Lindelwa:Byebaby.

Dean:Bye.

Hedroppedthecallandstoodthereforaminute,gatheringhisthoughtsandemotions.Oncehe

feltbetter,hewalkedbackinsidetheroomandclosedthedoor.

Nolwazilookedathim.

Dean:She’llbeheresoon.

Shenoddedlightlyandshiftedonthebed.Hecarefullyclimbedinandsherestedherheadon

hischestandclosedhereyes.Sheallowedthetearstocontinuetoflowastheybothlayinbed

insilence.

Bothofthemdrownedinthetraumatheyhadjustexperienced...

INSERT99

Therewasaknockonthedoorandsecondslater,DrSheppardemergedandThandekapushed

himtothesideandrushedtothebed.

Thandeka:Lwazi!

Nolwazihadnowdozedoff.Dean’sbodytensedupandThandekaanalysedhim.

DrSheppard:Ithinkitsbestwedon’tdisturbher...



Thandekanoddedlightlyandwenttothechairthatwasclosetoher.Shesatdownandhuffed.

Thandeka:Getmesomewaterplease.

Deanquicklyjumpedoutofbedandrushedoutoftheroom.Thandekarubbedherheadgently

andsighedheavily.

Thandeka:Somydaughterisfine?

DrSheppard:She’sunderalotofstress.

Thandeka:There’snodenyingthat.

ShelookedoveratasleepingNolwazi.

Thandeka:Andthebabies?

Dr:Theyarenotbabiesyet-

Thandeka:Don’tbetootechnicalwithme.Iamnotinthemoodplease.

DrSheppardsighed.

Dr:They’llbefineifsherests.

Thandekanoddedlightly.



Thandeka:Howwasshewhenshegothere?

JustthenDeanwalkedbackinwithawholejugofwaterandaglass.Thandekalookedathim

ashepouredsomeforher.

Thandeka:Ngiyabonga.

Deanlookedatherintheeyeashehandedhertheglass.

Thandeka:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Deanstifledasmile.

Thandeka:Pourmesomemore,please.

DeandidashewastoldandThandekanoddedlightly.

Thandeka:Awushoke,howdidallofthishappen?

DrShepparddisappearedassoonasherealisedthathewasnolongerneeded.

Thandeka:Grabachair.

DeandidashewastoldandthenlookedatThandeka.



Thandeka:Whathappened?

Deantoldhereverything.

Thandeka:Wait,soKwanelewantstofightNolwazi?

Dean:Ithoughtshetoldyou.

Thandeka:HaiboIdidn’tknow!

Sheputdowntheglassandgrabbedherbag.

Thandeka:Yaziumuntuuzofayi-stress.

Shetookoutahandsanitizerandbegantosanitizeherhands.

Thandeka:UKwanelekantiunjani?

SheputdownherbagandlookedatDeanintently.

Thandeka:Sohewants50%ofLwazi’sthings?

Dean:Yes.

Thandekasighedheavilyandshookhishead.



Thandeka:It’sclearthatheisbeingspiteful.TheKwaneleIknowwouldn’thavethegutstodo

such.

DeanhissedandThandekalookedathimweirdly.

Thandeka:Yiningathiune-beef?

DeantightenedhisjawandThandekachuckled.

Thandeka:Cute.

Shesatcomfortablyinherseatandsighed.

Thandeka:Mypoorbaby.Icanonlyimaginewhatsheisgoingthrough.

Dean:She’sreallynothandlingitwell.

Thandeka:It’stoomuch.

Deankeptquiet.

Thandeka:SoIhearyou’vebeensupportiveinmanydifferentways...

Shelookedathimwithatintofhumourandhelookeddown.

Thandeka:IguessIhaveyoutothank...



Dean:Wel-

Justthen,therewasaknockonthedoorandsecondslater,Lindelwawalkedin.

Beforeshecouldevenprocessanything,shewentstraighttohisson,pulledhimupfromhis

seat,andhuggedhim.

Lindelwa:I’msosorryLanga.

Thandekawatchedintentlyattheirinteractionandkeptquiet.

LindelwafinallyletgoofDean.

Dean:Don’tcry.

Lindelwa:Nonkosiyami,shecan’tlosethesebabies.Notwhenthingsarenotgoingwellforher

ontheotherside.

Thandeka:Howsweet.

LindelwalookedatThandekaweirdly.

Dean:Oh...

Heclearedhisthroat.



Dean:Ma,thisisNolwazi’smother,uMam’T-

Thandeka:HaibodoIlookthatold?

Deanexhaledandsmiledlightly.

Thandeka:YoumustbeDean’smother.

ShelookedatLindelwawarmlyandLindelwanodded.

Lindelwa:YesIam.

Thandeka:It’snicetomeetyousisi.I’mThandeka.

LindelwasmiledlightlyandThandekastoodupandtheyembracedbriefly.

Thandeka:Weshouldprobablygooutbecausewemightjustwakeherup.

Lindelwa:OkaybutIthinkDeanshouldstaywithher.

Thandekachuckledquietly.

Thandeka:Alrightthen,babawekhaya.

SheandLindelwachuckledsomemoreastheymadetheirwayoutandleftDeaninthere.Dean

wentbacktothebedandgotinnexttoNolwazi.Nolwaziwascompletelyoutofitatthispoint...



***

KwanelemadehiswayoutofhisofficeandbumpedintoGriffin.

Griffin:Wherethehelldoyouthinkyou’regoing?

Kwanele:I’mgoingtosealadeal.

Griffinlookedathimsuspiciouslyandhechuckled.

Kwanele:Youreallyneedtorelaxoldman.

Griffingruntedashewalkedaway.Kwanelemadehiswayoutofthepremisesandgottohiscar.

Hestarteditanddroveoff...

Afterawhilehefinallygottotherestaurant.Helookedaroundandsighed.

Justthen,hespottedayoungman,probablyinhisearlyormid20s,sittingbyhimself.Hetooka

chanceandmadehiswaytowherehewassitting.

Kwanele:Jeff?

Theguylookedupfromhisphoneandnodded.

Kwanelechuckledquietly.Thisguywasreallytoocoolforschool.Heevenseemedabithigh.



Jeff:Haveaseat,mate.

Kwanelesatdownandloosenedhistie.

JeffputhisphonedownandlookedatKwaneleintently.Kwanelefeltlikehewasbeing

assessedsomehow.

Kwanele:IsthereaspecificreasonI’mbeingassessed?

Jeffchuckledlazilyandflashedasmile.

Jeff:Standardprocedure...

Kwaneleraisedaneyebrow.

Kwanele:Oh?

Jeffchuckledandshookhishead.

Jeff:I’mkiddingmate.It’saforceofhabit.

Kwanelecalledthewaiterandorderedaglassofwater.

Jeff:TowhatdoIowethepleasure?IhopeyoudounderstandthatmyshitisbasedinJozi.

Kwanele:SoI’veheard.



Jeff:Butwe’reintheprocessofexpanding.

Kwanele:Hmm.

Jeff:Anyway,thisprocessisnotasblackandwhiteasyouthink.

Kwanele:Caretoexplain?

Jeff:Weneedtodoabriefbackgroundcheckonyouandgetallthenecessarytestsdone,you

know?

Kwanelelookedathiminconfusion.

Jeff:WeofferA-classshitmate.Wedothingstheproperway.

Kwanele:Gettingahookershouldn’tbethiscomplicated.

Jeff:Thengoandfindsomeothershitatsomedodgyarea.

Kwanelechuckled.

Jeff:IhearKZNhassomeofthecoldestshit.IsthatwhyyouwantapieceofJozi?Thaturban

cookiewillkeepyoubegging,buddy.

Kwanelelaughedboldly.



Kwanele:Listenhere,doyourshitandletmeknow.

Jeffnodded.

Jeff:Sowhatdoyoudoforaliving?

Kwanele:Lawyer.

Jeff:Ofcourse.

Kwanelechuckled.

Jeff:I’mactuallyinneedofsomelegaladvicerightnow.

Kwanele:Isit?

Jeffnodded.

Jeff:We’redealingwithanosyclientandfunnyenough,he’salsoalawyer.

Kwanele:Hmm...We’llsee,maybeImightjusthelpyou.

Jeff:Allingoodtime...

Justthen,Jeff’sphonerangandhetookit.



Jeff:CanItakethis?

Kwanele:Sure.

Jeffanswered.

Jeff:Lulu...NobabyI’minDurban...Iknow,butI’llbetheretonight,Ipromise...Babycomeon...

Howisthebaby?Havethecrampscalmeddown?...IpromiseI’llbetheretonight,okay?...Ilove

you...

Hedroppedthecallandsighed.

Kwanele:Howdoesyourgirlfriendfeelaboutyoudoingthisshit?

Jefflaughedquietly.

Jeff:Man,Icouldwriteabookaboutthatwholephase...

Kwaneleshookhisheadlightly.

Jeff:Anyway,I’mgladyoucontactedme.I’llgetbacktoyouwhenI’mbackinJozi,yes?

Kwanelenoddedlightly.

Theycarriedonchattingforawhile...



INSERT100[FINALE]

Nolwazi:Dean.

Dean:Yes?

Nolwazi:I’mfinenow.

Deanglancedatherandshesighed.

Nolwazi:Canwegohomenow?

Dean:No,you’refarfromfine.

Nolwazigruntedasshelayonthebed.Ithadbeen5dayssinceshewasadmittedatthe

hospitalandDrShepparddidn’twanttoreleaseheruntilherbloodpressurehadstabilised.

Nolwazi:CanIatleasttakeawalk?

Deanstoppedeatingandlookedather.

Dean:Okay.

Nolwazi:Let’sgo.

Dean:HaiboI’mstilleating.



Nolwazishookherhead.

Nolwazi:I’vebeeninthisroomfor5daysstraightDean.Wenayoucanleavewheneveryouwant.

Dean:It’snotlikeI’veleftmuch.

Nolwazi:Haiasambe.

DeanputhisfoodasideandNolwazistoodupandwenttopullhimup.

Nolwazi:Woza.

Dean:You’reactinglikeachildyazi.

Nolwazi:Idon’tcare.Asambe.

Sheworeheruggsandgownandthenopenedthedoor.Deanwalkedoutandsheclosedthe

door.Heputouthisarmandsheheldontohimandtheystrolleddownthepassage.

Nolwazi:NowI’mbeingmadetofeellikeaprisoner.

Dean:Blameyourbloodpressure.

Nolwazi:Mxm.



Theymadetheirwaytothegardenandwenttositononeofthebenches.

Dean:Youknow,aswornoutasyouare,youareactuallyglowingabit.

Nolwazichuckled.

Nolwazi:Abit?

Deantouchedherfaceandbrushedhercheek.

Dean:Verymuch.

Nolwazi:Ohho.

Heleanedclosertoherandtheysharedakiss.

Nolwazi:Hmm.

Shebrokeitquicklyandlaughed.

Nolwazi:5daysisaverylongtime.I’mnotabouttobelefthornyatahospital.

Deanchuckled.

Dean:I’vebeendying.



Nolwazikissedhimagain.

Thandeka:Heheakumnandi!

TheybrokethekissandwatchedasThandekaandLindelwawalkedtowardsthem,carrying

plastics.

Thandeka:We’vebeenlookingforyou.

Theyfinallygottothebenchandplacedtheplasticsonthetable.Theysatoppositethem.

Lindelwa:Yohuh-uhmyfeethurt.

Deanlookedathismotherandchuckled.

Thandeka:WegotyoumorefoodLwazi.

Nolwazi:Thankyou.

Dean:Ihopeit’sallhealthy.

Thandeka:HaiawumeLangelihle.We’lldealwithvegetablesafter.

Nolwazilaughed.

Nolwazi:He’sahealthfreak.I’msurehewantstosaysomethingbuthe’sreservinghis

commentsbecausehe’sscaredofyou.



TheyalllaughedandDeanfrowned.

Thandeka:Thesebabiesneedsomesweetstuff.Relaxman.

Dean:Thereshouldbealimitthough.

Thandeka:Haikeukhulumileubaba.

Lindelwalaughed.

Nolwazi:Angsathandimanje.

ShepunchedDeanplayfullyandhegrunted.

Thandeka:Anyway,wehavetogo...

Nolwazi:TellMduthatIwantnothingtodowithhim.

Thandeka:Noman,I’mtheonewhopreventedhimfromcomingtoseeyou.

Dean:Whenareyouplanningontellinghim?

Thandeka:Oncethisdivorceisoutoftheway.

Deannoddedtightly.



Lindelwa:We’llseeyoutomorrowsisi.

Nolwazi:Thanksforthefood.

Lindelwa:You’rewelcome.

BothLindelwaandThandekastoodupandtheybothhuggedNolwaziandDean.

Thandeka:Nisalekahleke.

Nolwazi:Goodbye.

NolwaziandDeanwatchedtheirmotherswalkawayandthencarriedonchatting...

***

Mdu:Mybosshasflownthissideandshewantstomeet.

Tholi:Isit?

Mdunodded.

Tholi:Iseverythingokay?

Mdu:YaI’msureshejustwantstocatchupfacetofacephelawe’vebeencommunicatingvia



emailforweeksonend.

Tholi:Makessense.

Mdu:SoI’llseeyoulaterneh?

TholinoddedandMdugaveherafeatherkiss.

Mdu:Letmegetreadyke.

Tholi:Okay.

Hegotupfromthebedandwenttotakeashower.Hegotdressedandoncehewasdonehe

wenttogiveTholianotherkissandsheturneditintoadeepone.

Mdu:HeehIhavetogonjalo.

Shegiggledandlookedathiminnocently.

Tholi:Youlooknice.

Mdupulledaface.

Mdu:Nice?Ngicelaungadlalingami.

Shelaughed.



Tholi:Youlookgood.

Mdu:That’smuchbetter.

Hegaveheranotherkissandthenwalkedawayandmadehiswayoutofthehotelroom.

Shelaythereandreflectedonthelastcoupleofdays.Shehadneverbeensohappyinherentire

life.Mdumadeherfeelsospecialthatevenshecouldn’tdescribetheimpact.Wakingupwasno

longerastruggleandgoingtosleepwasnolongeraneffort...Everythingwaseffortlesswith

him...

Shesighedhappilyasshecrawledtohissideofthebedandheldontohispillow.Shefelt

herselfdozeoffintoapeacefulsleep.

Shehadneverbeenlovedlikethis.Noonehadevercaredforherthismuch.Mdutreatedher

likea-

SuddenlysomeonesnatchedawaythecoversandTholisatupimmediately.Sheblinkeda

coupleoftimesandhereyeswidened.

Thenjiwelaughedboldly.

Thenjiwe:YOUHAVESOMENERVE!

Tholi’sheartrateincreasedandasshetriedtomove,Thenjiwegaveheroneblazingstrikeand

Tholiscreamedpainfully.

Thenjiwe:DoIkillyouorletyoulive??



Tholiwasnowcryinghysterically.

Thenjiwe:Shutup!

Tholitriedholdinginhertears.

Thenjiwe:IfIhearasinglesound!

Tholiquicklybitherlips.HerchestheavedfiercelyasshelookedatThenjiwe.

Thenjiwe:Uyanyasfebendini!DidyoureallythinkIwouldletyougothateasily??Aftereverything

mysonhasdoneforyou?!!

Tholi’seyesburnedfuriously.

Thenjiwe:Siesman!

ThenjiwesteppedclosertoherandgaveheronehotclapandTholiscreamedinternally.

Thenjiwe:Sfebendini!

Tholi’shiccupsdefeatedherandThenjiwegaveheronemoreclap.

Thenjiwe:IsaidSHUTUP!



Tholibitherlipsagainandtriednottoburst.

Thenjiwe:Getdressed!

Tholiquicklygotoutofbedandlookedforsomethingtowear.

Thenjiwe:Tikilinendini!

Tholifinallygotdressed.

Thenjiwe:Nondindwa!

ShegaveTholionemoreclapandTholicouldn’thelpbutfalltotheground.Thenjiwethenstood

overherandkickedheronherstomach.Shebentdownandbegansmackingheruncontrollably.

***

Dean:Alrightthen...

Nolwazi:Isittimetoleave?

Deannoddedsadlyandtheykissed.

Nolwazi:Idon’twanttobehere.

Shesulkedandhewrappedhisarmsaroundher.



Dean:Don’tmakethishard.

Nolwazi:Okay.

Shewrappedherarmsaroundhisneckandkissedhim.

Nolwazi:Iloveyou.

Dean:Iloveyoutoo.

Hethenbentdownandkissedherbelly.

Nolwazi:You’regoingtobeagoodfather.

Hestoodproperlyandsmiledwarmly.

Dean:Andyou’regoingtobeagoodmother.

Theykissedagainandhefinallyletgoofher.

Nolwazi:Seeyousoon.

Dean:Bye.

Nolwazisighedheavilyashewalkedoffanddisappeared.



***

Kwanele:Andthen?

ThenjiwepushedTholitothecouchandthenlookedatKwanele.

Thenjiwe:DidyouknowthatshewasseeingMduduzi?!

KwanelenoddedcalmlyandglancedatTholiwhoseemedtohaveaswollenface.

Kwanele:Whyisherfaceswollen?

Tholiwasstillbitingherlips,tearsalloverherface.

Thenjiwe:She’sbeencryingasusual.

Kwanele:Hmm.

HekeptquietandjustlookedatTholiblankly.

Thenjiwe:YewenaTholakele!Speakforyourself!

TholilookedatThenjiwenervouslyandThenjiwegaveherathreateninglookandshequickly

exhaled.



Thenjiwe:Whatdoyouhavetosayforyourself?!

Tholilookeddownashamedly.

Tholi:I’m-

Thenjiwe:Heemaan!

Tholiexhaledandtriedtospeaklouder.

Tholi:I’msorry.

Thenjiwe:NowyoulistenhereandyoulistenVERYcarefully.Youseemtoforgetthatyousigned

documentsbeforeyougotintothismarriage.

TholiglancedatKwanele.

Thenjiwe:Haveyouforgotten?!

Tholishookherhead.

Thenjiwe:Good!Nowgoupstairs,getthatman’sstenchoffofyouandbethewifeyou’re

supposedtobeTOTHISMAN!

Tholi’schestheavedonceagain.

Thenjiwe:Siesman!Haveyounoshame?!HAVEYOUNOSHAME?!



Tholikeptquiet.

Thenjiwe:Weallvowedtoneversayawordaboutthatvegetableofabrotherofyoursdidn’twe?!

Tholikeptquiet.

Thenjiwe:DIDN’TWE?!

Tholi:Yes.

Thenjiwe:AndpartofthedealwasthatyoumarryKwaneleangithi?!

Tholinoddedtightly.

Thenjiwe:DAMMIT!

BeforeTholicouldevenbreathe,shewasbombardedbyanotherhotclap.

Kwanele:Thenjiwe.

ThenjiwepushedKwaneleawayandgaveTholianotherclap.

Thenjiwe:YouSLUT!

Kwanele:Whatiswrongwithyou?!



JustasKwanelewasabouttowalkuptoher,sheslidherhandunderneathherskirtandbefore

theyallknewit,Thenjiwewaspointingagunatthem.

Thenjiwe:HOWDAREYOUDISRESPECTMYSON?!!

Kwanelestoodthereincompleteshock.Tholiontheotherhandhadnowfainted...

***

AsDeandrove,hisphonerangandheanswered.

Dean:Ya?

Person:Ihavesomenewintel.

Dean:Speak.I’mdriving.

Person:Sothisiswhatishappening...

Dean:Khulumaman.

Person:Ithinktheproblem-

Dean:Youarewastingmyfuckentime!DoyoureallythinkthatIhavethetimetosithereand

listentoyoutellmebullshitstories?!



Suddenlyhefelthisangerriseup.

Dean:ThissonofabitchisgivingNolwaziahardtimeandyouthinkIhavetimetosithereand

listentoyouwastemytime?!ThecourtdateisfastapproachingandIamyettoget

constructiveinformationfromyoubastard!IsweartoGodthesecondIseeyouI’mgoingto-

Dean’seyespoppedoutandhisheartrateincreased.

Dean:Fuck!

Hehadcompletelydisregardedthetrafficlight.

Hetriedtoswervebutassoonashedid,anothercarcamefullspeedanddelvedstraightinto

hispassengersideofthecar.Hiscarswerveduncontrollablyandwithinsecondsanothercar

camecrashingfromtheback.Thiscausedhiscartoheadstraightintoanothercar.

AdisharmonyofsoundshitDean’searslikeatidalwave.Thetinklingofglassasitshattered

piercedthroughhisears.

Thenthepain...Thehorrible,unimaginablepain...

Thepaincrushedinhimanditclaimedhimforitsown.Hecouldsmellsmoke...

Hismindwasstillfunctioning.Itwouldn’tgiveintothepain.Itwasurginghimtograpplewith

theairbaganddosomething...Hisbodyhadcompletelydefeatedhim.Hismindkeptpushing

himbutsomehowthepainmanagedtocreepuponthemindandforacoupleofsecondsthere

wasastruggleinhishead.

Histhoughtsweretryingtokeephimalive,tomakesurehestaysconscious.



Unfortunatelythepainwasmorepowerful...


