


MYCRUSH

*1

16yearsearlier..

Sixdayslateraftermymotherarrivedfromthe

hospitalwithmeasthebaby,therainboredown

mercilesslyupontheheartofthecity.Poundingon

rooftopsandpouringdownonstreets,creating

pondsofwaterseverywhere.Shelaidbyhertummy

onamattresseatingsoftporridgeasgrandma

dressedmeafterthebath.Mydadstoodatthe

entrance.

Daddy:letlathokasengwesangwana?(willyou

needanythingforthebaby)



Grandma:comeinmysonandseethebaby,I've

dressedher.I'mnotsuperstitious.Faaalogile

jaanaokatsenafelawamotshwara.(ifhercord

hasfallenyoucanjustcomeinandseeher.)Sheis

yourchild.

Hepulledachairandsatdown,thenreceivedme

fromgrannywrappedinbabyblankets.Helooked

atmytinypinkishfingersfoldedinafistandhe

wonderedifhewon'tbreakme.Tinytoespeeked

frommyblanketdanglinginthechillybreezeofrain

ashepulledtheblankettotuckthemin.

HesmiledjoyfullyproudofGod'spreciousgiftto

hisfamily.Hisphoneimmediatelybeepedreceiving

ansms.Helookedatitasitflashedonthescreen.

'JacobI'minlabor,thereisnoonetohelpmehere.I

don'thavemoneyfortaxispecial,pleasecomeand

takemetothehospital'



Heuncomfortablyputthephonebackonhispocket.

Daddy:mmepleaseholdherformeIjust

rememberedsomethingthathastobedoneatwork,

letmeremindthembeforeIforget

Daddyquicklydashedoutsideanddialedher

number.

Him:Luciayoucan'tjustsendamessagelikethat

whatifmywifeseesit.

Lucia:aooch!Jacobtherrastopcomplainingand

come.Ketogakebelegelamontlongkanatherra

andI'malone(Iwillsoondeliverinthehouse).My

sonisplayingoutsidewhatifhecomesinandsees

melikethis.



Jacob:okayI'monmywayletmeseewhatIcantell

her.

Lucia:tellherthetruth.Thischildisyours,shewill

eventuallyknow.Youaregoingtosupporther

whetheryoulikeitornot.OrshouldIreportyoufor

rape,kanayouforcedyourselfonmeJacob.Oseka

wabatagontenakegoitshwaretseselosese

bothokoJaana.(don'ttrytoannoymewhileI

forgaveyouforsomethingsopainful)

Jacob:Luciabehonest.Youlovedmebutyouwere

justafraidofsex.Gapeyouwereplayinghardtoget

asifyouarenotoldenough.WhowillbelievethatI

rapedyouwhenyouallowedmeinyourhouseat

nightandyoucookedforme.Whocooksforaman

andexpectstojustsitaroundwithnosex.Oneo

batagorekerengLucia,oapereminidressreletwo

inyourhousebosigo?(whatdidyouexpectfrom

meLuciawithaminidress,justthetwoofusinthe

house)Icouldn'tresistyou,gapeIthoughtthat's



whatyouwanted.Sostopactingup,I'mcoming.I

toldyoutoabortthatbaby.ItoldyouthatIhavea

familyandyouwentontokeepit.Itshowsthatyou

arenotavictim.Novictimofrapewillkeepthe

baby.Soifyouwanttoannoyme,mentionrape

again.Iwillmakeyourlifedifficult.Andifyouever

threatenmyfamilyyouwillcryforyourson.You

willmournyourwholelife.Eventhatoneyouare

abouttodeliveryouwillcryforhim.Socomply

please,stopsendingmemessages.Atleastdoa

callmeback.Butthebestwayisforyoutowaitfor

metocallandassistyou.

Lucia:(tearfully)Jacobpleasedropthephoneand

comeI'mdyingplease,thispain!iyoooo!

Hehungupandwentbacktothehouse.

Daddy:honey,letmerushtowork.Theyaresaying

thereisanemergencyatthesiteIwillbebackjust

now,ketatakebonangwanahelasente.(Iwill



comeandseethechildproperly)

Grandma:okaygowellson

Mom:pleasebringsurgicalspiritandcottonwool

fromthepharmacy

Daddy:okaymyloveIwilldoso

Herushedoutandgrabbedhiscarkeysanddrove

toLucia'shousewherehefoundherpacingupand

downhelplessly.Herfacewasclosedinagrimace

andshelookedpalegruntinginexcruciatinglabor

pains.Shewouldgoquiteforawhilejustpanting

andwhenitstruck,sheshrieked.Hequickly

supportedhertothecarandwentbackforher

bagsbytheveranda.Coldlittleraindropswethim

ashehurriedtowardshiscar.



Daddy:whereisyoursonandwhoisgoingtohelp

youwiththebqby?

Lucia:don'tworryaboutmysonIplannedforhim.

Heissafesomewhere.AuntyMmaMpotsengis

comingtohelpme.WithyourthreatsIdon'twant

younearmyson.JustdrivethedamncarJacob,ke

athuntshiwa.(shouting)drivethecar,damnit!

DropmeatAreaWclinicanddon'tevertalktome.

Jacob:okthisisabadtimeforme.Mywifejust

gavebirthIdon'thavemoneybecauseweboughta

lotofthingsforthebabyandandyouarealso

givingbirth.It'sarealchallengeforme.

Lucia:heyhey,areyoustupidneJacob?Wasn'tI

clearwhenIsaiddrivethedamncar,dropmeatthe

clinicandgobacktoyourfamily.DoIlooklikeI

wanttoknowyourfamilybudgets?

(heldherwaistandgruntedasanotherpainstruck)



ishhhhh!

HepressedtheacceleratorandrushedoutasLucia

keptonscreamingduetotheincreasing

contractions.AtAreaW.Clinic,Jacobsupported

Luciatogetoutofthecarsinceshecouldhardly

walk.Heheldherbagandhelpedherintotheclinic.

HetookoutfromhiswalletP500andgaveher.

Jacob:hopethiswillhelpyoufornow.Iwillsee

whattodo.

Lucia:ketagotikakamadiaJacob.(Iwillhityou

withthismoneyJacob)Obobonekaebotsetsebo

bewakaP500?(whereonearthdidyouseeP500

beingenoughforconfinement)Jamosadiwagago

obobeilekaP500?(didyouuseP500foryourwife)

Mcm!wantwaelawaitsewena.I'mexpecting

moneyfrommotshelonotthisrubbish.Thisshould

beyourlasttimegivingmeP500.Ifyoudon'twant

tosupportyourchildjustleaveitIwillstrugglewith



her.I'vebeentherewithmyboy.Iknowhowtoraise

achildaloneit'snothingnew.Getout.Ishhhhh

iyoooh!

Herwaterbrokeassheenteredthenursesstation.

Averyactiveanddiligentnursewelcomedthem

andgreetedthemwithasmile.Sheplacedherona

wheelchair.

Nurse:I'mtakinghertothelaborroomtocheckher

sinceherwaterbroke.Shemightbeclosertogiving

birth.Pleasebringherbagsthissideandtakeout

hercardandgiveittothatnurse.

JacobfollowedthenursewithLucia'sbagsasthe

contractionsincreasedstrikingherfrequently.He

shovedthefolded5P100notesdeepinsideherbag.

Hethenputhisbagswherethenurseshowedhim.

HehandedLucia'scardtothenursehewasshown

andwalkedawayleavingtheclinic.



Hetypedansms.

'I'msorryforsayingallthosehurtfulthingsIdidn't

reallymeanthem.Iwasstressedkematsetsea

mabediatthesametime.Hopeyouwilldeliverwell.

IputtheP500insideyourgreenbag.Iwillhustlefor

youmomalatsing.Shap'

Throughouttheconfinementshehadnoonebuther

oldauntMmaMpotsengwhooutofallherevil

familymembershadagoodhearttoassist.Lucia

oftencriedherselftosleep.Shefailedtofathom

whyJacobhadabondonedherwithsucha

beautifulbaby.Shewouldrockherinthedeadof

thenightwhenshefounditimpossibletosleep.

Shewouldsootheherwithlullabysandstrokeher

tinybackandsofthair.Shewouldsmilelookingat

hersleepingpeacefully.Staringatherdelicate

handsandbrillianteyes.Shewouldwhispersweet

thingstoherearsandcoverherwithkisses.She



wouldspeakgreatwordsuponherlifeandprayfor

her.Shesworetoloveherwithallherbeing.Her

littleprincess.

'IamherprotectoraslongasIwillliveandmylove

forherwilllastalifetime'

*~*~*~*

16yearslater

Mydiarywasmybestfriend,myhighschoolnovels

weremyaddictionandmytinyroomwasmyworld.

Phonegamesweremyentertainment.Thiswasmy

lifestyle.ThelifestyleI'veenduredallmylifeand

enjoyedlikehoneyandbread.Butthisparticular

yearwasdifferent.I'veturned16years,5months

backandwaslookingforwardtomy17thbirthday.

AllofasuddenthethingsI'vealwaysvalueddidn't

reallymatter.TherewasthisvoidIdidn't



understand.Therewassomethingmissing.Areal

thing,somekindofactioninmylife.Thefairytale

worldwasnolongerappealing.Whatwasthisthing

thatIwantedbadlybutcouldnotreallyputafinger

at?Ithrewmynovelonmybedandscrolled

throughmyphonerollingeyestothegames

applicationsthatmybrotherinstalledinmyphone.

Me:thisistoochildishwtfamIsupposedtodowith

allthese.

Isoftlyknockedonmybrother,Rebonye'sbedroom

doorandenteredafterheshoutedTsena.Hewas

lyingshirtlessonhisbedenjoyingthewifiscrolling

throughFacebook.Iinnocentlysatontheurgeof

hisbedandsaid:

Me:BonniethemonnaIbegyoumybrotherhelp

me.KanafakefeditsetiroyasekoloIgetboredand

that'sthetimeImayuseFacebook.Keagokopa

therraBonniecreateaFacebookaccountforme,



please.

Bonnie:Isaiditloudandclear,Icannotopena

FacebookaccountforyouLele.Omonnyethatafor

fb.WhatdoyouwantfromFacebook?

Me:ahBonnierrakanaI'mturning17inafew

monthstimeandyoustillcallmeababy.Andyou

arejustfiveyearsolderthanme.It'sstilthesame

agegroup.Anyway,thanksfornothing.Iwillsee

whattodo.Youaretoouptightitsucks.It'slikeyou

areahundredyearsold.Aggg!

Bonnie:What!!wenangwananyanakewenafanka

gofithelamofacebookketsilegogokgama,what

doyouwanttodoonFacebook?Toflirtwithmen

akere?Gaotsenemodilongtseo,wankutwa.

Me:ohsiswenaotseneleng?katsena!myage

matesareonfb,Ialsodeservetohaveanaccount.



Youwanttoenjoyfamilywifialone.Imover16rra

weeandIchoosewhatIwant.Sosortyourselfout

I'mgoingtofindwaystocreateanaccountoratale

osarateBonnie.

Bonnie:(angrilychargingatmeasIrantothedoor)

Leleareyoutalkingtomelikethat.Areyoua

womanthisdays?KetagobolaisadiatakanaLele

waitsemxm.

Me:(laughingnaughtily)hahaha!I'mnotyour

girlfriendBonnie.Kanayoneonanayo.Gaokake

wankganelaFb.Wagorayamamaoreompeletsa

eng?

Ilefthimfumingwithangerandwenttomyroom.I

tookallmyclothesfrommyclosetandscattered

themonmybed.Iselectedmyminidenimskirtand

alaceywhitecroptop.ItookofftheshirtdressI

waswearingandputontheclothesIselected.I

grabbedmymakeupkitandpulledoutmypink



stoolunderthedresserandsatdowndoingmy

makeup.AfewminuteslaterIadmiredmyselfby

themirrorandletdownmybraids.Igrabbedmy

smallslingbagandplacedmyphoneinside.ThenI

wentout.

IbumpedonBonnieatthepassage.

Bonnie:wheredoyouthinkyouaregoingdressed

likethat?Andwhat'supwiththosebluethingson

youreyesandsucharedlipstick??Leledoyou

knowthatyouarejustakidandrightnowyoulook

likeaprostitute!whatthehellisgoingonwithyou

kante?

HechargedatmeandIdartedaroundandranfor

themaindoorbuthecaughtmehalfway.

Me:Rebonyetherrantlogelawampolaya.

Leavemepleaseyouarehurtingme.



Bonnie:I'mnotleavingyouuntilyougobackand

putondecentclothes.Icannotallowyoutogoout

lookinglikethat

Itriedtopullawayfromhimbutheheldmesotight.

Me:andwhoareyouBonnie,mydaddy?No!

Bonnie:doyouwantmetodragyoutoyourroom.

GobackandtakeoffthosethingsLele.

Me:ouchahBonniepleaseleavemeyouarehurting

me.Ahouch!BonnieI'mgoingtotellmummy

ntogelatherra.

Bonnie:soyouthinkmummywillcelebrateandclap

handsforyoucosyouleftthehouselikethis.Oya

kae?OyakaeLeleosaaparajaana



Me:mxmwatdoyoumeangakeaapara?Ntese

Therra.KeyakoboLonekoDonga.

Bonnie:Dongakokampeng?oalwala!youcan'tgo

kogotetsengbannaoaperejaana.I'mnotletting

yougothemma.Youwanttohandyourselfto

masoleneLele.Youknowhowcrazythoseguys

are?Lelestopitplease.

Suddenlythegaragedoorsquealedandmom

drovethroughintothegarage.Sheparkedhercar

insideandthrewopentheinsidedoorenteringthe

lounge.ShenoticedBonniedraggingmealongthe

passagewhileIyelled.

Mom:heelaBonniewhatisgoingonhere.Leabole

ntselelwalona.KooreletaGolalenglona.Gorileng?

Bonnie:mamagakelweleLele,keamokgalemela.



Bonagoreontsejangmmeareoyakampeng.Lele

gaaaparakanamama.Lookathertummyemo

lebalengandthoseredlips.Mamakanamasolea

sethogo.

Mom:heelaLelegatweoyakae,whyareyou

wearingveryshortthingslikethat.

Me:...

Mom:heelakeBualewenasenthotolelematho

Me:I'mgoingtoLone'splacekoDonga.

Mom:butyoulooklikeyouaregoingtoaclub.

Tsenamontlongoaparesentegolokwakekampa.

Thosethingsyoucanjustwearthemolemolapeng

notourthereebileoyakampengwherethereare

lotsofmen.



Me:(withanattitude)OKbuttellyoursontoleave

mewampolaya.

Mom:motogeleBonnie

Bonniereleasedme.Afterwardhestrodeacrossthe

passagetohisroomandshutthedoorwithforce.

Heclickedhistonguegettingbackonhisphone.

Me:mummycanIsleepoverkoboLone?

Mom:noLelejustvisitandcomeback.Gakebate

mothoyonnangkodijaratengtsabatho.6pmobo

olefamma.

Me:ButmyclothesarenotironedwhatdoIwear

now?



Mom:ijoletmepassmmakelapileLele.(getting

irritated)Tswahapelegamewena.Yaronaokae

ngwanakebatho?HeistheonlybabyherethatI

canworryabout.Babangweletsofetse.

Me:hahamamzo!Yaronawenttothegamesroom

ledaddy.themmamamagivemeP100forairtime

leakepagamangkeyaDonga.

Mom:mxmareyoucrazy?akereIgaveyouP200

pocketmoneyforthisweek.

Me:eishP200omonnyeforaweekgonemme

mama.KananowI'mover16andmyneedsareno

longerthesamelikebefore.

Mom:hahaha!bareneeds.WhatneedsLele?Cos

I'mstillbuyingyouapanty.Bonakelapile

ngwanakaakooinketelekadidemands.Soosa



nthaatyourageyoucan'tevencookadecentmeal.

Fakerianagarekelapologeketekeleapeele

wenaosasankega.BonaI'mgoingtorestneh.

Apoladilotseoandwearjeanandatopthatcovers

yourbody.LesagonkopisathogoLelegaongwana

.Yaronaisnotevenasdifficultasyouaggg!

Me:okaymummy

Shegaveanexaggeratedsighbeforeflouncingoff

towardsherroomleavingmestanding

disappointedlybythepassage.Shethenslammed

herbedroomdoorshut.Afteraslighthesitation,I

glancedaround,keepingawaryeyeonmybrother's

bedroomdoor.Itiptoedcarefullytowardsthemain

door.DressedasIwas,Iquicklyrushedoutmaking

showthatnobodynoticedme.

AfewmetersfromouryardIdialedLone.



Lone:hellochomzahowareyou?I'vewaitedforyou

kabakaithobogaebileboOreneilenebarereye

swimmingkoNgiliche.I'mleavingthehousenow.

Me:aommabutakereIsmsedyoukereI'mcoming

there.

Lone:checkyourphoneformytwosmseskere,

howfar?Ithoughtyou'vechangedyourmind.Kana

thatwasmorethananhouragooreotlakwano.I

thoughtyouwouldrespondore,keemeletseor

something.

Me:okayshouldIstayhomeI'mnotusedto

Oreneile,keOreneilelemang?

Lone:herboyfriendyootsenangkoUBisintown

sotheywillbechillingthere.Theguyonalehis

friends.NnammaIcan'twaitgongwemothooka

iponelaguyI'mtiredofsinglelife.



Me:what?UB?Wowbogirlbabusy.CanIcome

overnemma.Mmekeapereminidenimskirtle

croptop.

Lone:yahIwillletherknowkanaotogaarereba

ntsimma.Anywaydresscodekeyone.Nnake

aperedishortsandcroptop.ButIhavemybikini

withmecosobviouslywearegoingtoswim.

Me:eishmmataIcan'tgobacktothehousetoget

myswimwear.Mamaotengandontseaomana

aboutmyoutfit.Nemmawhereisyouroldswim

wear.

Lone:eishKeletsothemmakeagoberekatsalaame.

Okayketagotelaswimweareleyalastkeapereko

Thapama.I'veboughtnewbikini.

Me:suremmatawame.That'swhyIloveyoucrazy,



sowheredowemeet?

Lone:let'smeethaGaloItoldthemtopickmethere.

Nnammataxiisalreadyhereshapkeapagama.

Me:okkeagopagamalennashap

AtLesedi'shouse

Lesedirakedthewholeyardnoddingasshe

connectedherheadsetsandenjoyedthemusicof

Rb2inhersmallNokiaphone.Suddenlyshelooked

atherwatchanddroppedtherakerushingtothe

kitchen.Shewashedherhandsandtooktheoven

gloves.Sheopenedtheovenandsmiledather

crispybrownmuffins.Theylookedyummyandthey

cameoutthewayshewanted.Shepulledthetray

outandplacedtheminalargeTupperwarebowl.

Shewashedthetrayandwipedthecounter.Then

wentbackoutsidetothrowallthetrash.Shetook



thewheelbarrowandplacedallthetrashthenshe

pusheditout.

Justaglanceatthisyoungladyonecouldnot

ignoreherbeauty.shewasn'tjustflawless,herskin

waslikesilkoverglassandsheradiatedan

intelligentbeauty.Shehadsparklingandgorgeous

eyesandlipswhichappearedawesomeespecially

whenshesmiled.Shelookedamazinginherknee

lengthfloraldresswhichshehadneatlymendedits

tornedgesseveraltimes.Sheplaitedhernatural

hairtwolineswithawool,butevenwiththissimple

hairstyleherbeautywasstillevident.Beautifulas

shewassheseemednottocaremuchabouther

looks,whichmadeitmorebreathtaking.Shehad

longgracefullegsandasweethumblecharacter.

Shewasreservedyettoomature.

When,shepushedthewheelbarrowbackfromthe

gabbagepittowardstheyard,shespottedher

motherwalkingtowardstheyard.Shewas



strugglingwithheavyshoppingbagshurryingalong

theroadtowardstheirhome.Sheturnedaround

andpushedthewheelbarrowtowardsher.

Lesedi:ahmamawhyoneosaletseolekostopong

katlakagotshwarisa.Puttheminside.

Hermotherheavedahugesighandplacedthe

shoppingbagsinsidethewheelbarrow.

MmaBobo:Ididn'twanttotroubleyoumygirlI

knewthatyouareprobablyoverworkinglikealways.

Lesedi:(pushingthewheelbarrowtowardstheyard)

-ahmamaI'mnotoverworkingI'mtheonlygirl

amongstboyssoI'mforcedtoworkandassistyou.

Gapeoalwalathisdaysmama.Idon'twantyouto

overwork



MmaBobo:AoSedibatho,waitsemogowenake

bolailengwanaka.(coughingcontinously)eish

sehubaseseantshwenyaSedi.Kooremogolooyo

osenangmosolaBobookae?

Lesedi:mamadon'tstressyourselfaboutBobohe

isjustanirresponsibleidiot.Ahighmaitenanance.

Heonlycomeshometoeatandsleep.Heevenfails

towashhisclothes.Gorianakamosokebatlago

phakelelawashencosntloyankgakeleswela

Bobo.Even

ReaandKgosiaremuchbetterthanhim.Sotake

careofyourhealthandforgetaboutBobo.

MmaBobo:eishyoucouldhavebeenmyfirstborn

waitse.

WhentheyapproachedthegateMmaBobo'slast

born,4yearoldsonrushedtowardsher.



Kgosi:mamamama,Reaneanthumulaebileare

thogoyameetonaaregaotogonthekela

Spiderman.Aregakenapapaeneonaleene.

MamaakelegaomamawaReammengakele?

MmaBobo:heyheyhey!lonaleBuadilotsakae

tsonetseo.Reaketagokgamawenakadipuotseo

dibuanglengwana.

Lesedi:Reaneedsaseriousbeating,odipuonyana,

gapeotshwenyangwana.WhenyouwereoutKgosi

onealeletserurikeReakelapileebilekegoba

kgalemela

MmaB:Reaketagobolaisadiatawenakana.

WaitseBobookileantisetsameleko,ataa

nphuaganyetsangwanakesaitseleletsolaga

mmagwe.Heishnnakemmonadilo.

Lesedi:nnamamaIaskmyselfeverydaygore



whereversheis,MmagweRea,asaitsekongwana

annangtenglegoreotshelaJang,onnasente.Is

sheevennormal?

Theyoffloadedalltheplasticsfromthe

wheelbarrowandenteredthehouse.

MmaB:sheisnotnormalngwanakaevenherfamily

yourememberfannaleMalomerebalatilereba

bolelelakangwanababobarebonegagonaseba

kasediranggabaitsekoMmagweReaaleteng.

Thischildgaanabatsadi.Tworesponsibleparents

bathongthat'ssad.

Lesedi:ahgobothokothatamama.Butyouarea

goodwomanmamakanaalotofpeoplethinkRea

isyourchild.

MmaB:eishketarengngwanake,heisjustakid

andmygrandsonIhavenochoicebuttocarefor



himifhehastwoirresponsibleparents.I'mjust

goingtosuffernextyeargomokwadisafor

standardonesinceasenabirthcertificatekananka

boabadileonethisyear.

Lesedi:eishwaitsekemathatamama.Let'shope

eneBobowillcomeandtakeresponsibilityforhis

son.

MmaB:owaiyoothobogamajalwalemetokwane

dilekae.Sedingwanakajaratalentloareveryclean

waberekathemma.Oitekanyetsetirokanawa

kwalathisyeargakebateofeilaform3keditirotsa

jaratae.

Lesedi:ahmamaIcan'tfaildon'tworryyouknow

I'vealwayspassedkentsekethusamolapengall

theseyears.Letmepackthesethingsyoubrought

intheunit.Ihavetogoandrakeoutsidefapelega

jarata.Kanakegodireletee?Ibakednicemuffins.



MmaB:aowhendidyoubakeoneocleanaJaana?

Lesedi:hahaha!Ididatthesametime.Ilovemulti

tasking.

MmaB:ahoberekathataSedi.Justboilthewaterke

tlaitirelangwanaka.Goandfinishyourchores.

Lesedi:OKtlaketshelehelaandgiveyou,itwon't

taketime.

Sheswitchedonthekettletoboilwaterwhiletaking

outgroceriesfromtheshoppingbagsandpacking

themintheunit.Shethenputcups,sugar,milkand

cutleryinthetray.Sheplacedasideplatewithfour

muffinsinsideandcarriedtothesittingroomwhere

hermotherseated.



Lesedi:letmebringyouwatertowashhandsand

theboiledwaterfortea.Ijolediteabag,Iforgot

them.

MmaBobo:(coughing)nnakanagakeitsegore

sehubakesaengbaregakenatbeish!

Comingbackwithajugofwarmwaterandabowl.

Shewashedhermother'shandsandstaredather

worriedly.

Lesedi:mamayouarelosingalotofweightmaybe

weshouldgobacktothehospital.Ithinkthey

shouldrunmoretests.Idon'tthinkthisisjusta

cough,walwala.Lookatyou,you'vechanged

MmaBobo:yahbabeI'mnotwellbutdon'tworry

muchaboutme.Focusonyourschoolandpass.

Youarethepillarofthishomeandinmyabsence

I'msureyourlittlebrotherswillbetakencareofso



kebatlaopaseonneleabrightfuture.Don't

overworkyourself.

Lesedi:ahmamadon'ttalklikethatwhyareyou

sayinginyourabsencewantshosa.

MmaB:noosekatshoga.SomedayIwillbegone

andyourresponsibilitywillbetocareofthehome.

Andnowyouaredoinggreatwiththat.Mogolooo

paletswe.Iwillgototheclinicmygirl

Lesedi:okmama.Mama,rragweKgosiusedtohelp

inthehomeokaekantemalatsia?Oberekathata

evenwhenyouaresickmama

MmaB:areokogabonekoSerulewalwala.Gake

itsegoreolwalaengsesemolathisitsengngwana.

Ahnnakennilebatilebannangwanaka.Ipraythat

thiscurseendswithme.Iwantyoutogetmarried

toaresponsiblemanmygirlandIwillprayforthat.



Lesedi:okthanksmummy.Weshallovercomeall

ourchallengessomedaymama.Modimooteng.

Letmeleaveyoudrinktea.Ifyouneedanythingjust

shoutorsendKgositocallmekontle.

MmaB:hahaSedimmagankakekagotshwenyao

berekaketaromaboneboRea.Tiroyaboneke

eng?

Lesedi:ok

Shewentoutandstartedrakingtheoutsidearea.

SuddenlyawhiteBMWsloweddownafewmeters

fromwhereshewasworking.Shepausedand

lookedatit.Themanrolleddownthewindowand

waved,thenhesignalthatsheshouldcomeover.

Shehesitatedthinkingthatmaybehewasasking

somethingbutinstantlyshebrusheditoffand

continueraking.Themandrovemorecloserand



stoppedjustinfrontofher.Shepausedworkingand

theireyesmetasshewaitedforwhathehadtosay..

:

:

HELLOREADERSOURJOURNEYOFMYCRUSH

JUSTBEGAN,KINDLYSHARE,REACTAND

COMMENT.PLEASELET'SINTERACTMOREIN

THISSTORY.COMMENTSPELASE.YOUR

FEEDBACKISMYMOTIVATIONTOGOONWITH

THESTORY.YOUWILLGETANINSERTEVERY

DAYAT6PM.IMAYDOBETTERTHANTHAT

WHENYOURSHARESAREINCREASEDASWELL

ASYOURLIKESANDCOMMENTS.HOPEYOUWILL

ENJOY.PLEASETAGYOURFRIENDSTOSTART

THESTORY

MYCRUSH

*2



Shewentoutandstartedrakingtheoutsidearea.

SuddenlyawhiteBMWsloweddownafewmeters

fromwhereshewasworking.Shepausedand

lookedatit.Themanrolleddownthewindowand

wavedthensignalthatsheshouldcomeover.She

hesitatedthinkingthatmaybehewasasking

somethingbutinstantlyshebrusheditoffand

continuedraking.Themandrovemorecloserand

stoppedjustinfrontofher.Shepausedworkingand

theireyesmetasshewaitedforwhathehadtosay..

Man:helloprincess,themmaommamotsegagona

tsatsilekefetanghagalonaosathinkgelaandI'm

impressed

Lesedi:(shyly)aothanksIneverreallythoughtgona

lemongweyoaetengamponennakeabokele

busy,gankekeelaopethoko.

Man:okayIjustwantedtosayHi!MynameisAlex.

KemoshamodiblockingandIdon'treallyhave



friendsaround.Doyoumindbeingmyfriend

Lesedi:(lookingdown)ahIcan'tbefriendswithmen.

Legonejaanaketshogilefamamaakamponake

emelewenawagomopolaya.SojustgotheRRA.

Alex:ahwaboorengnemma.Mmegonewhat's

yourname?

Lesedi(pausedbriefly)kennaKarabo.Tsamayathe

rramamaotogaatswamontlong.Gapekeasite

ga,neighborsarelookingatus.TsamayaAlex.

Alex:hahaha!KaraboIlikeyoualready.Keasitega,

shems.OktomakeitsimplerjustgivemeyournoI

willcallyou.7..

Ashespoketoher,heflashedhisfamousgrin

revealinghispurewhitewellarrangedteeth.Hewas



quiteahandsomeyoungman.

Lesedi:hahaIdon'thaveaphone.

Alex:ahKarabommawaganawaitse.(admirily

lookingatherfromheadtotoe.)OKletmego

beforeIputyouintrouble.Seeyouaround.Beeasy

onyourselfoberekathata.Savethatcompletion.

Shap

Lesedi:shap

HedroveawayasLesediremainedstartledstaring

athiscarasitdisappearedjoiningthemainroad.

Shedidn'tlookathimthatmuchbutheseemedlike

asmartgentleman.Buthealsolookedwaytoo

olderthanherorevenherbrotherBobo.Whatwasit

thathewantedfromher.



Lesedi:mxmhethinksI'mthisnaivegirlthathecan

playaroundwith,sis!NnaIcanneverallowmento

playaroundwithmeliketheydidwithmymom.Ke

yowalwalagareitsegoreolwalaeng.Mcm!

Shefinishedupandtookthetrashtothepitstill

annyoyedbythethoughtthatmaybeAlexthought

sheisthiseasygirlshecantakeadvantageof.

AsheslowlydroveawayAlexconnectedhisphone

tohiscar'sBluetoothanddialledhisfriendobakeng.

Obk:heymonnaAlexdirengnfana?

Alex:heishlaitaakaModimooitsegobopa.Waitse

monnagonalecherienngweentlemohoodingya

rona.Thatgirlisbeautifulthemonnaandkesenata.

Sheisalwayscleaningkogaboneandassimpleas

shelookedmonnaIcouldnotignoreherbeauty.

Laitaakayakamonnathatgirlkeyagomonyala.



Obk:hahawena?Nyala?Waboorengnemonna?

Gasemaidtotaoreonnaathinkgetsejaana?

Alex:no,alittlegirl.Iloveherinnocence.Okatswa

adiraboform3jaana.Selekeagoseikgodisetsa

laitaaka,I'minnohurrykaene.Thatgirlissmooth,

figureyagagwedamnit!Monnagoagotswa

mathatafaalebo21gonehale.Lipshaibo!Kefa

keikgorakgoramelomofelaseBuasoftlysere,ke

asitegatherraAlextsamaya.MonnaObkthatchic

isbeautiful.Kooregasemogotwenghotga

banyanabalonababaitakangdihatlhegoba

monna.Kooreit'srealbeauty.

Obk:hahahawenakanamonnagaonkeofetsago

Loralaitaaka

Alex:themonnaKanayoumightbemybestman.

KetaabokegorayakereItoldyoulaitaakareSega



disututsalenyalo.Thatgirlismywifethemonna.

I'mgoingtofollowheruntilIwifeher.

Obk:Ijowalekalaitaakannagakeisekemmone

whomakesmefeellikethat.Heishlaitaakakanake

imisitse.Andthatchicisdramatic.Koorenakotse

dingwekekgonagomoblockafelagorekeheme

phefo.Thatgirltalks,shecomplainsabout

everythingintheworld.Koorekesetsekesaitse

whatmakesherhappy.

Alex:wowcongratsbroyaaka.Youmarkedyour

territory.Nnyammeoberekilethemonna.Kedi

hormonelaitaakayoushouldunderstandbetterka

omothowahealthlegoneyoujustgraduatedso

supportthegirlmonnasheissacrificingalotfor

you.Oyagotsogaatshwanalewenahangwanao

leproud.

Obk:heyimtryingmonnabutkebatasengwenyana

gotsamaiwanako.Enekemosadiwame.Heygape



faatsogilesenteomonatecherieledamn!

Alex:hahahawhat!Sentheethebannalejamogopo

otetse.Takecareofthatladymonnaolesego

complaina.NnaI'mofficiallysinglekokenengkere

kelekatengIliterallyfailed.AndgapeI'vejust

relocatedtoGhettosoI'mthinkingofstarting

afreshhelawaitsewiththisdatingthing.Butmme

likeIsaidwifeyonekeebone.Ketlanamakebatile

namaosatshwerefelamogokanjesajesang

kukunyana.

Obk:hahahawenamonna.Heishlaitinyanaoba

rengKenareotshwerestocksama14KoNgiliche

kgantele.SoI'mmeetingthemtheregongwenka

selasnacknyana.

Alex:ahobviousmacherikentetsentetsemalatsia.

NnakesantsekeleshapbannaI'msettlinginketla

bonamomalatsing.Bannatheasktheirage.Le

sekalatlogalathathelwa.Macherinyanaabagola



kana.Mebeleofithelaelefine.Mmemothoele

lesea.Takecarebrayaka.Gakegobatekozanthi.

Obk:eishkanawabuathemonna.Esengketogake

nnarragwesemangmang.ButIdon'tthinkKenwill

riskkamaunderage.Onearekemaform5a

Materspei.Babo18,Iguess.

Alex:okayshaplaitaakaletmegoanddaydream

aboutmyfuturewife.

Obk:hahaotelwakebotsenwawenalaitaakagase

gorekegoadimitekakopsychiatrickospaneng.

Shapbrazenthanksforchecking.

Alex:Walwalathemonnawenawaregoberekamo

JubileegoRayagoremongwelemongwekesetse

wa.Shapbrazen



Hehunganddrovethroughintothenewbachelor

padhejustmovedinto.

AtGaloMall

AttheentranceofthemallIdialedLone.

Lone:girlfriend,I'matmilklanestillwaitingforbo

Oreneile,aredudeesantseeorganisakoloiko

lapeng.ItoldherI'mwithyougaanabothata.Are

itietiekamilkshake

Me:Okcomingup

IjoinedLoneatMilkylaneandweorderedmilk

shakes.

Me:heymmatakooreboOreneilebabonadiguy



kaennasinglenessemboragore.Salekedump

thatguyIdatedlastyearwaFSS,Bogosi,mmaI'm

lonelygore.Ahhewasboringmma.Okareteacher.

Wewerealwaystalkingbooks.Helaharekopanao

taboareletsamayahakaemomathsketaborega

gore.Elebookwormgape

Lone:hahaha!erengsinglelifemongwaneng

Me:eishmma,AsaitsegosunagoreBogosimma.

EventhoughIdon'thaveexperiencethatguywas

theworst.

Lone:hahaha!tsalaame.NnammaIgotahunkmo

fbrenale3days.Areheiscomingtomeetme

monthend.MmelegaleI'mwillingtoexploreother

optionsebileakereyogakeisekemmone.Cometo

thinkofit,kantewhat'syourFacebookname?

Me:keebonakaeFacebooknemma,kaBonnieis



refusingtohelpmecreatetheaccount.Themma

nthusatsalaame

Lone:ahLelemma,youthinkyourbrotheroka

dumelaotsenamofbaleoverprotectivejaana.Nna

Icreatedtheaccountformyself.Oreneileguided

mefalelefalebutnekeitirela.Theworstpartlona

lenalewifi,youshouldtrythesethingsLele.Wena

tsalaameodiiwakegobaladinoveltsabananyana

tsadipopae

Me:hahaha!onchautilegontsepleasethemma.Ok

youaregoingtohelpmeopenanaccountgirlfriend?

Lone:eishketaarengnkilekaikgolegakae

friendship.Hahaha!

Me:suredarlz,thankyousweetheart.Ioweyoufor

this1.Okaynowbacktotheissueofthehunk.

Detailsdetails!



Meanwhilethewaiterbroughttwocupsof

chocolateflavoredmilkshakes.Andwesippedthem

aswecontinuedchatting.Oreneile'scallcame

throughandLonepicked.

Lone:chomza.

Oreneile:lefakae?

Lone:milkylane

Oreneile:tlangfaparkingnexttostanbic.Hopeyou

aredonewithyourorder.

Lone:yahwearecoming.Wearedone

Shehungupandstood.



Lone:let'sgo

Me:okaydetailslater.MmakeshygoreGAkeamo

twaelakanaOreneile

Lone:yahdetailslater.Iyootsaboshygakedi

tsene,areyemma.

Me:hahaha!

WehurriedtotheparkinglotandOreneilecameout

ofablackBMWandwavedatus.Wethenhurriedto

thecar.Wegreetedherandtheguywhowas

driving.ThenwegotInsideandhedroveaway.

Oreneile:babethesearemyfriends,Loneand

Keletso,wearealsoschoolmates.Guysthisismy

boyfriendKen.



Ken:nicemeetingyouladies.

Us:nicemeetingyoutooKen.

AtNgiliche

WetookseatsnexttothepoolandKenintroduced

ustotwoofhisfriends.

Ken:Ladiesthesearemyfriends.Wewillbechilling

together.YokeMike,thisonekeObshortfor

Obakeng.MmaKenakereleamoitseguys.

Them:yahofcourse

Ken:okay(pointingatme)thisisKefilwe.



Me:Keletsohahaha!

Ken:Keletso,I'msorrymysister,andthisoneis

Lone.Let'smingleandhavefun.Ipaidforallour

swimmingyoucanenjoythewater.

ObmovedclosertomeasMikesatnexttoLone.

KenandOreneilelefttoseatsfarfromus.

Ob:girlyouaresohotinthatoutfit.Goandwear

yourswimwearretsenemometsingthemma

Me:(blushing)okay.

IrushedtothebathroomwhereLonewaschanging

intoherbikini.

Me:hopeyoudidn'tforgetmyswimwear



Lone:hahaha!(naughtily)sorrythemmamyfriend

keelebetse

Me:aethemmaLonedon'tsaythat,okaboakana.

Lone:areleletseRebonyeagoedropele.

Me:mxm!obatagontshulafaletsamonatenemma

Lone?

Takingouttheswimwearfromherbag.

Lone:hahaha!tsalaame,thoughtyouwouldalso

needatowelandbroughtyouone.Youalmostcried.

Sorrythemma!

MemxmLonethemmayougotnochill.Ketlago



tshwarathemma.Thanksthemmaeishneo

ntsentsestressgore.

Me:heyohotmmeMikethemma.Obkegogonyana

buthisdresssenseisamazing.Andbodystructure

Iyoo!Lecologneheymma.

Lone:heishMikeonkhemisakalethombommata

wame.Didyouseehissmile.Kanakoorehakemo

lebankarenkaithotela.Thoselipskebonafeladile

mogonna.Girlthatguyishotiyo!

Me:andbatshwanelwathemmadidyouseehow

thepolotshirtnicelyhuggedOb?Enescreenke

mathatabutbodyhaibo!Erileantshat-shirtasala

kabeachshorts,didyouseethat6packnemma?

LONE:Hahaha!tsalaaamerwewithinthemma.

Let'sgoandhavefun.NnammaboskonojagaMike

gakekgone.Letsogokawatch.Thoseveins.Koore



Icouldn'tstopstaring.

Wequicklychangedasweteasedeachother.Then

westeppedoutlookingbrightwrappedincolorful

beachtowelswithcolorfulbikinisbeneath...

BLESSEDEVENINGMYREADERS.PLEASELIKE,

REACT,COMMENTANDSHARE.TAGMOREOF

YOURFRIENDSBASESALELEHAMORAGO.

ENJOYTHEREAD.NEXTINSERTTOMORROW

6PM.
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Wequicklychangedasweteasedeachother.Then

westeppedoutlookingbrightwrappedincolorful

beachtowelswithcolorfulbikinisbeneath.



Ob:(bitinghislipsseductively)mmm!dropthat

towelgirl

Idroppedthetowelandhisheartskippedashe

admirilystaredatme.Iguesshewasintrigued

mainlybymyhourglassfigureandthecleavage

thatwasabittoomuch.ProbablybecauseIhad

largerboobsthanLoneandherbikinibrawasabit

smallerforme.Almosteveryguywasstaringatme

whichmademeuncomfortable.Itookthetowel

wrappingmyselfagainasObandIheadedforthe

pool.

Ob:babeotsenamopoolkatowelne?Justleave

thetowelbythechairsotekwano.

Me:can'tIjustwatchyouswimkelefaditilong.I'm

notreallyagoodswimmer.

Ob:babeIwillteachyoucomeon.Youcan'twear



suchanicebikini,otshwanelwaso.Obotswafela

osatsenyalefaelemaoto,comeon.Iwillholdyou

kakoshallow.You'rehotgirl!Bayataolethemma

Keletso.

Me:hahaha!OKtakeebeye.Peoplearestaringat

mycleavage.

Ob:becauseyouarehot.Don'tbeashamedba

ntswelapelocoskenalehotBae.Comeonlovafter

thisrenwawine,kepakilewine.Thenwecanorder

wingsorribs.

Me:ahbutIdon'tdrink.

Ob:ahKellymmait'sjustwineyouwillhaveaglass

helathemma.It'shealthygapegaokakewatagiwa

kejustoneglassnana.



Me:ohkay.

Wesatbythepoolandputourlegsinsideatthe

shallowsideaswewatchedOreneileandher

boyfriendintimatelyholdingeachotherinsidethe

pool.AtthefarendonthechairsseatedMikeand

Lonedrinking.Therestofthepeoplewere

swimmingandhavingfun.

Ob:bythewayareyouschoolingorwhat?

Me:yahketsenakoMaterspei.

Ob:okhowoldareyou?

Me:(reluctantly)18

Ob:okyouareanadultgoriana,olekanegothopa.



Me:yahbutketurnakaDecember

Ob:okay,babeyouarebeautifulthemma.I'venever

seensuchabeautifulgirllikeyou.Yourbody,you

face.OmontlenyanethemmaKelly.

Me(smilinglookindown)ahmme?thankstherra.

Ob:yesbabe.Nemmadoyoumindsleepingoverat

myhouse?Ifeelketabokesakgotsofalelagogo

bonafaretswafa.Bonagoreit'salready5.Kabo

halfsixwewillbeleavinghere.

Me:eishbutmymomisaproblemI'msureka6she

willbecallingdemandingthatIcomehome.So

sleepingoutnkabolawakemotho,gagoisegoko

godiragale.

Ob:really?youmeanyouneversleptoutlefaeleko



boLone?

Me:It'shardtoconvincemymomtosleepout.Ko

boLoneIdidonce.Malatsiaoaganatotamama.

Ob:andwenayouarethiscompliantandobedient

girl?Gaonkeorobamolaofelaforaguyyoulove?

Me:Ineverdidforanyone

Ob:Can'tyoudoitforme?Gaonthatenemma

KELLY?Ihavemyownhouse.Iwon'tharmyou,we

willbewatchingmovies.Kenalelaptopwithall

kindsofmovies.Ijustwanttostareatyounana.

Youaretoobeautiful

Me:ahObrrannakeatshaba.Mamaobogaleand

mybrother.Sototabakampolaya.



Ob:aeKellythemmadon'tbethischildish.You

meanat18youcan'tplansomethingandsleepout

justfor1night.Akooplanemma.TellmewhatI

canofferyoutomotivateyoutoplan.

Me:likeagift?

Ob:yesanythingyouwant.

Me:aphonewithgoodpicturequality.Huawei.Then

oboontirelaFacebookaccountanddownload

watsappleselfiestick.

Ob:okthat'sallyouwant?

Me:yes

Ob:OKIwillgiveyouexactlythat.Deal



Me:waitfirsthowwillIknowyouwillkeepyour

promise

Ob:okletmeewaletyouthemoneyanneinyour

ewalet.1koshapakere

Me:Iguessso

Ob:okaykeaewalettababe.Yournumber

Igavehimmynumberandhedidtheewalet

Ob:Aretswemometsingreyegonwawine.Then

wegohomeakere

Me:surelov.



Myphonebeepedreceivinganewaletnotification.

Ismiledputtingitasideashepouredwineinmy

glass.Itookandandslowlydrank.

Athome

Mummywokeupandwenttothekitchentostart

preparingdinner.BonnieandYaronawerewatching

socceratthesittingroom.

Mom:lookingattheclock.Sheeit's7pmalready

bathong?Ioversleptletsapalatiroeletampolaya.

BonnienaareLelegaiseabowe?It'ssevenalready.

Bonnie:nosheisnotyethere.

Mom:waitseLeleisaproblembathong.Didshe



reallychangeclothesmme?

Bonnie:Idon'tknowmommyakereIleftherwith

youkeikelaroomongcosoneorekemolese.Nna

Ican'twaittogobacktoschoolthisshortbreak

ebileeamboracosthereisnodaywesitdownhela

asafamilyrelemmogo.

Mom:(sigh)ahdaddyokaeene?

Bonnie:hejustdroppedYaronaaboareoeta.

Hestoodandapproachedhismomatthekitchen

whowaspickingtheingredientsfromthe

cupboardsinpreparationforcooking.

Bonnie:mamasinceIcameheredaddyarrives

homekabo11bo12orIevensleepkesammona.

Isthishowyou'vebeenlivingorgogosha?Is



everythingokay?

Mom:(embarrassed)ahhesaidheisonaprojectat

work.Iforgotmaybehewenttoworkevennow.I

thinkit'satemporarythingsonallwillbewell.

Bonnie:okay.AndwhatdowedokaLeleaiseatle

lapengthistime.

Mom:let'swaitgongweotogaatlaorlet'sjustcall

her.

Bonnie:mommywecan'twait,whatifoneofthe

soldiersbamotsere.KanakegoreLelethinksshe

isanadultbutsheisjustakid.

Mom:okletmecallher.LelewalapisawaitseItold

hertobeherebysix.MmekanaLeleentseese

mothowamosepele.Shelovedreadingandplaying



games.OftenwhenItoldhernottogoanywhereI

alwaysfoundherhome.Keipotsagoreotlaboa

tsenwekeeng.

Bonnie:sheischangingmama.Youshouldhave

heardwhatshesaidtome.Shesaidsheisanadult

andsheisgoingtoseewhattodotocreatea

Facebookaccount.Idon'twantLeleinFacebook

becausesheisstilltoonaiveandokatsiediwake

batho.MamayouneedtotrainLeleaboutthings

thatmatterinlife.Sheissixteen,shecan'teven

cookandcleanthehouse.Whatkindofgirlisshe?

MamaIstartedcookingat12.Kennalenkuku

mama.Andbysixteennekediraallthehouse

chores.LeleeneogodisiwaJangkantemama?

Mom:eishkeautlwaBonnieletmecallher.

Shedialedmeandmyphonerangunanswered.She

sighedasshedialedagainandwasstillnot

answered.Thethirdtimewhenshetriedthephone



wasnotavailable.

Mom:koorengwanayoompontshang?Otima

phone,Modimowame.AndJacobisnowheretobe

foundwhatdoIdo?

Bonniecameoutthehisroomandbumpedontomy

mombythepassage.

Bonnie:okgonnegomotshwara?

Mom:(tearfullyreleasingahugesigh)No,otimile

phone.

Bonnie:what??Okayletmecallsomeguyko

kampengkemmotsegoregaaitsekoBoLone,I

thinkofanakaRobertsorsomething,sheonce

requestedmemofb.LoneisnotgoodforLelemma,

keeneamorutangdilotse.



Mom:eishtryallyoucanngwanaka.Keheletswe

Bonniedialedhisfriend

Friend:heymonnaBonzaetsamayaJangshortvac.

Bonnie:yahChikosgoaboralaitaaka.Kethusiwa

felakegorethereiswifi.Iwatchvideosand

downloadmovies.

Chikos:ahwenaobotokalaitaaka.Kesalekereke

tagochekaforgaming.Nnakeaboregatota.I've

watchedeverythinginmylaptop.

Bonnie:eeonchekethemonna.Heelamonna

Chikosgonalecherinyanaenngweetsenalebo

LelekoMaterspeigatweLoneRobertsorRobert

notsure.Onnagonekokampengkoodon'tyou



knowher.

Chikos:Loneahkeamoitsethata.Thaemaya

gagwekechomiyagathaemabannaafewyards

fromus.Nkilekarekeammataebomthakanyana

waneighboranthayaare,heycheriyoooloose

blinde.Mathakanyanaamasolemokampeng

gatwebamoheditse.Lennakeilekaturnegaoff

felakebonaannaahetakotselengkwaka

borokgwenyanajookarengpanty.

Bonnie:aoeishthanksGod

Chikos:don'thitonherthemonna,karekedilo

disele

Bonnie:noChikosweneedLelethemonna.Sheleft

homekabo3ayateng.Rightnowit'shalf8and

sheisnotyethome.Mamatriedcallinghershe

switchedoffherphone.Ithinkit'sbestIdrivethat



sideyouwillshowmekogaboneLonekecheke

nnake.

Chikos:ahmonnaBonniewabooreng?thatgirlwa

ithekisakanaifyoursisterisfriendswithherke

mathata.Sheisprobablynothomeleene.Butjust

comerebacheke.Ketabotsamathakanyanamo

hoodinggoregabaisebababone.

Bonnie:okletmetalktomom.

Hehangupandrantomomatthekitchen.

Bonnie:mamagivemethecarsothatIcheckLele,

myfriendsaysheknowswhereshestays.Gatwe

gaautwengwanyanawateng.oratanalebathoba

batonawhatifarekisitsennake.eish!

Herubbedhisheadfrustrated.



Mom:OKgetthekeysbymydresser.Idon'thave

enoughfuelBonnie,justmakesureoyagoneko

Dongafela.Andpleasedrivesafelyitsaweekend

therearealotofdrunkpeoplemoditseleng.Ican

onlypraythatwheremydaughterisosafe.Eishke

nalestress.IwishauntywaboYaronankaboa

theogetseanthusagoapayalegothapisaYarry.I

haveworktodogapeyakotirongplusmyresearch

project.Boygoandfindyoursister.

Bonnierushedtomummy'sroomandglanced

aroundlookingforthecarkeys.Hefoundthemand

grabbedthemhurryingtothegarage.Heclickedthe

mobilizerandenteredhismother'sBenz.Hesmiled

repositioningthemirrorsandseat.Heproudly

startedtheengineanddroveout.

AtPretty'shouse



Jacob'sphonebeepedreceivingansmsastheysat

aroundthetableeatingdinner.

Mavis:Jacobmayyoupleasecomehometonight

ngwanagaayomolapeng.LelesaleaileandI'm

afraidmaybesomemenaretakingadvantageof

hersomewhere.Keagokopatherracomehomeke

tshogile.Bonniewentoutwithmycartolookforher.

GapetherraBonnieisaskingmealotofquestions.

Heisnotawareofthis.Pleaseyoursonwillbe

disappointedinyoujustcomehomerebue.

Hesighedputtingdownhisphoneandremained

silentforawhile.

Pretty:isthereanythingwrongsthanndwa.Isit

Mavis?

Jacob:yesbabeIneedtogohome.

Pretty:ahbaberrawhyisitthatMavisalwaysgets



toyoulikethis.Everytimeshesendssomething,all

ofasuddenourplanschange.Yousaidyouare

sleepingovertonightkefawarewachangerwhy?

GapennaI'mtiredofthisarrangementImightas

wellgetmyownboyfriendcosyou'vebeensaying

youaredivorcingandyouarenotactuallydoingit.

GasegorereleseJacob.

Jacob:Nobabedon'tsaythatthemmait'san

emergencygatwemydaughterisouttheregaayo

molapeng.Lookatthetime9pm.Whatifsome

pervertisusinghersomewhere.Letmegoandhelp

inlookingforngwanathemmababeIwillmakeitup

toyou.

Pretty:okwhatshouldIexpectthen

Jacob:OKletmeewaletyou1kmyloveoye

shoppingforyourfavoritelingeriekamoso.Love

yousomuchcomehere.



HepulledPrettyclosedandFrenchkissedher.

Jacob:babeIhavetogo.Imworriedaboutmy

daughter.Loveyou

Pretty:thanksfortheewaletmylovemakeit1.5kI

wanttobuysomething.Loveyoutoo.

Jacob:okaynotedlove.Tomorrowimallyours.Kea

gotswafaphakelakeagotsayadiaparotsaspane

Pretty(smilingseductively)youshouldmovehere

once.Youkidsareoldenoughtherewillunderstand

nnakeasokolamylove.

Jacob(winking)wewillgettothatdon'tworry.Let

mego.



Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandleft.DialingMavis...
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Hegrabbedhiscarkeysandleft.DialingMavis

Mavis:hello

Jacob:I'mcomingrightnow.I'msorrywhatwedid

tookawhile.

Mavis:youarenotatworkJacob.I'mnotthatstupid.

ButthisisnottimeforthatI'mafraidwhatifthose



soldiersrapemygirl.(voicetrailingoff)sheisjust

16.JacobIwillnotforgivemyselfbecauseitseems

likeIfailedinraisingherandprotectingher

.

Jacob:I'mcominglove,listentothisIjuststarted

theengine.I'mcoming.Wewilllookforher.

Mavis:shap

Shecouldfeelanxietybuildinguplikealittle

mountainatthepitofherstomach.Sherubbedher

sweatingpalmstogether.

YaronayawnedandswitchedofftheTV.

Yarry:mamakaotsela,rejaleng?

Mom:okbabeletmeprepareasandwichforyou



andjuice

Yarry:butwhereistherealfoodmamaIwantmeat.

Mom:gagoaapewaYarry.Imstressedosekawa

batagontena.ifyoudon'twantsandwichyouwill

seewhattoeatrra

Yarry:okjustgiveme.Iwanttosleep.

Shequicklypreparedforhimasandwichwith

cheeseandpolony.Thenshepouredjuiceforhim

inaglass.

Mom:thereyougo.Thenyoutakeanappleorpearo

kgorisa.Youcan'teatlotsoffoodkapast9Yarry.O

tlabookgotse.



Yarry:(dissapointed)Ok,isdaddycoming?Hesaid

hewillbuymeKFC,coswhenwecamefromthe

game'sroomhewasrushingsomewhere.Hesaid

faaboahewillbringthemeat.That'swhykentse

kemoemetse.

Mom:goandsleep,daddyisgoingtocomeverylate

gapekoKFCisclosed.Hewasbusyhefailedtobuy.

WewillthinkaboutKFCtomorrowYarry.

Yarona:youpromisemummy?

Mom:yesboy,goodnight.

Yarry:goodnightmummy

ImmediatelywhenYarryenteredhisroomJacob

flewopenthemaindoorandYarrychangedhis

mindandcamebacktothelivingroom.



Jacob:Maviswarewhereismychild?Ogoreileare

oyakae?

Mavis:ifyouwereapresentfather,shecouldhave

toldyouwhereshewasgoing.Nkaboagolaetsele

faelekasmsJacob.Ifyoucaredaboutyourfamily.

Butthenwenawherewereyou?

Jacob:Mavisthisisnotthetimetoblamemefor

anyotherthing.Rebatlangwana

Let'sfocusonthat.Let'sstopselfishnessofmaking

everythingaboutus.Youwillwhineandcomplain

laterkebonengwanake.DoyouknowwhereIcan

traceher.

Yarryinterruptedthemashepassedthroughhis

motherandstoodinfrontofhisfather



Yarry:daddywhereismyKFC?

Jacob:(pattinghisback)I'msorrysontheykeptme

tillshopsclosedatwork.TomorrowIwilldefinitely

buyit.(leadinghimtohisbedroom)goandsleep

boymommyandIarestilltalking.Tomorrowyou

aregoingtoeatyourboxofKFCaloneotima

Bonnieandmama.

Hedissapointelydraggedhisfeetandgotintohis

bed.Jacobsquattedbesidehimandpulleda

blanketoverhim.

Jacob:goodnightboy,daddywillkeephispromise

thistime

Yarona:goodnightdaddy

Hestoodandsoftlyclosedhisbedroomdoorashe



buriedhisheadonhisSpidermanpillowandcried

softly.JacobapproachedMaviswhowaspacingup

anddowndialingLele'snumberwhichwasstillnot

goingthroughforthe10thtime.

Jacob:Warewhatdowedo?

Mavis:IamawaitingRebonye,otserekoloioilego

mochekakokampeng.

Jacob:okletmecallBonnie,kebalatele.Wareko

Dongaakere

Mavis:yah

Hehurriedout.

AtDonga



Itwasalready10pmwhenBonnieandChikos

knockedsoftlyatLone'shouse.Lone'sfather

openedthedoor.

Lone'sfather:lebafebannamasigoa?

Bonnie:dumelang,mynameisRebonyeBasiame.

KengwanawagaJacobkoblock8.Thisismy

friendCharles.

Chikos:kengwanawagaBragadierCharleske

bidiwaCharlesCharles

Lone'sfather:(deepvoicestaringatthem

suspiciously)ehe,buangthebannagorelarele

bataengmasigoakana.

Bonnie:(rubbinghishandstogetheranxiously)I'm



lookingformysisterobitswaKeletso.Iwas

thinkingoletsekwano.KetsalayagaLone.Sheleft

homemotshegarekabo3areotlakogoLone.

Nowherphoneisoff.

Lone'sfather:sheisnotherebanna,yogotweng

LoneI'vebeendisciplininghergoreshearrivedka8

molapengkesaitsegoreotswakae,otlakaeng.

Mydaughterisinherroomaswespeak.Kemorile

chachakalebante.Jaanongshortlygabakopana

kwano,thereisnoaKeletsohere.Banna

tsamayangleampelaetsalelonabanna.Gaselona

lentselenalengwanaketota?

Chikos:nnyaarragorayagoreoakilekolapeng

Keletsoareotakwano

Lone'sfather:definitelycossheisnothere.

Lone'smomcamethroughtotheentrance.



Lone'smom:kebomangnebabe?

Lone'sfather:nogobacktosleeplove.Theseboys

arejustleaving,nebalebravehelatoentermy

homekagakenadintsa.(loudly)heybannale

santseentibileengnebanna,go!.

Theydissapointedlyhurriedoutofthegateas

Bonnie'sphonerang.

Bonnie:hellopapa

Jacob:BonniewhereareyouI'mattheDongaBDF

GATE.

Bonnie:OKpapaebileokabootlaorethusa.

RragweLoneorekobilererechekapelekogoLone.



Jacob:isLeletherekoboLone?

Bonnie:nogatwegaayobaregabaisebammone.

MmegatweLoneotsileka8bosigo.Maybewe

couldaskherifisshewaswithLeleornot

Jacob:okntsayanghagatingreboelekoboLone.

Bonnie:eerraobogalemmemonnawateng.

Jacon:Ineedmydaughterbogaleabobeelekwa

thoko.

MeanwhileatRoberts'houseMrRobertsloudly

knockedatLone'sroom.

FrightenedasshewasLonequicklyreachedforthe



doorlockandopened.

MrRoberts:Loneitseemslikeyourbehavioris

gettingoutofhands.Ihavebeenawayfor3months

atatripandIthinkyourmotherontseagolesao

itirelelamogame.Mosetsananyanaketlagogata

molalawankutwa?

Shewasshakinglookingathimfuminginanger.

MrRoberts:kentsekekobabasimanyanabababedi

hakgorongyomongwewagaMrCharles.Doyou

happentoknowthem?

Lone:didtheysaytheywerelookingforme?

Roberts:what?Loneareyougoingtoanswermy

questionwithaquestion?Areyouserious?



Lone:Idon'tknowthempapa,banebareba

nkitsetsekae?

Roberts:ketagobolaisadiatakanaLone.Doyou

knowhowoldyouare?Faopalelammaagonnaga

okakewampalelakanaLone.Iwillnotentertain

maitseoagokokotelwakebasimanyanamasigo

ngwanaka.Kooreforthat1nkagobetsagoreoye

gonthipotakochildline.

Lone:butpap..

Roberts:heyheyhey!I'mnotyouragematesekaya

rekebuaLoneoboobatlagoarabisanalenna.

Tsenamodikobongorobaleakerewareyoudon't

knowthem.

Hesteppedoutandwhenshepulledthedoor

closingit,therewasaknockatthemaindoor.



Roberts:bathobaModimoretlarobalatsatsieno

totagatwegoeng?

Hestrodetothemaindoorandopened.Hestood

facetofacewithJacobandthesameboyshe

chasedaway.

Roberts:sircanihelpyou?Gobosigothebathore

lekagoitheetsa.Kanalenyatsagonegoregakena

dintsa.

Jacob:wearesorrysir,wedidn'tmeantodisturb

likethis

Roberts:butyouaredisturbing.Warengtotane

monna?

Jacob:Iunderstandsir,weareverysorrytota.We

aredesperate.KebidiwaMrBasiamesir.I'm



lookingformydaughter.Gatweosaleadulekabo

3areoetelangwanawagagokwano.

Roberts:andyoubelievedher?

Jacob:nonnaebilekenekeseobutgonerenere

botsahelagoreeneLonegaaiseammone

gotheleleormaybeshecouldguideuswheresheis.

Kenalestresssir.Totapleaseforgivemefor

disrespectingyourhouselikethisbosigo.Ke

stresiwakegoremalatsigonalebohuman

trafficking,rapecasesarehigh.Sototatheworldis

nothealthyfora16yearoldtobeouttherebosigo

Jaana.

Roberts:(reluctantly)OKletmecalleneLoneatlea

ikarabele.ThesekidsaregivingusheadachesMr

Basiame.Wamekemorilecha-chakalebanteo

gorogilekabo8aaperemokegobitsangkere

kamponwana.(openingthedoorwider)comein

bathonglennemoditilong.(callinghiswife)



BabeakootekwanoleLone.Motsosehooa

ithaganelebathokebabammata.

MmaLoneknockedonLone'sroomandwokeher

upandshefollowedhertothesittingroominher

pyjamas.

MeanwhileBonniereceivedacallfrommom.

Bonnie:rekoboLone....Sheisnothere...butweare

askingLoneincasesheknowswheresheis...Iwill

updateyouassoonaswearedone..Shapmama..

Wewillfindherdon'tworry...Shap...
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AtObakeng'shouse

Ilaiduncomfortableattheurgeofthebedthinking

ofwhatIwasgoingtosaytomyparentsthenext

day.Myheartpoundedasifitwouldcomeoutof

mychestwhenIrememberedhowmymomwarned

menottosleepout.

Me:therraObletmeswitchonthephoneatleastke

aketsemamakereI'msafekoboLone.Kanasheis

probablyworriedaboutme.

Ob:babejustleavethephonealone.Akerewhen

youlefthomeyoutoldthemyouaregoingtoLone's

house.Theyknowyouarestillthereobviously.So

whenyoucallthemnowtheyaregoingtodestroy

ourmoodbabe.Thisisourtimewesacrificedalot

ofthingsforit.Let'snotspoilit.Let'shavefunlike

wedidwiththemovie.Comeclosermygirlyou



can'tsleepthatfarfromme.Gapetakeoffthose

clothesnana.Youcan'tbathandgetbacktothe

clothestseothotsengkatsone.Youneedtoenjoy

thismomentmylove.

Me:eishnnaketshogileIdon'tknowwhatI'mgoing

totellmamaphakela.Gapeit'smyfirsttime

sleepingataman'shousekatshabatotatherra.

Ob:don'tworrybabeI'mgoingtoteachyou

everythingjustcomecloser.GuessI'vealready

shownyouhowmuchIloveyou.Oboneakeregore

erilefelaorephoneIewaletedimmediately.

Facebookaccountisupakere.Phakelawhenyou

loginyouwillbeseeingallyourfriendsyou

requestedbaacceptile.ThisshowshowmuchI'm

loyaltoyoubaby.IloveyoumyKelly.Andifyou

allowmeI'mgoingtofullytakecareofyou.Youwill

lacknothingmygirl.Iwantyoutobecomfortable

aroundme.Wautwamygirl.Touchmelikeyou

want.I'mallyours.Oskawantshabatlhebeautiful.



Comeherecupcake.Comecloserletmehelpyou

removetheskirt.

Me:okaybutcan'tIjustsleepwithclothes

Ob:nobabeakereImteachingyouadultsstaff.

Kanababeakereomothowamekanajang

Me:yesbutcan'twedoitjustsomeothertime.Ke

tshogile.

Ob:justrelaxbabeI'mgoingtobepatientwithyou

alltheway.Imaginebreakingvirginityoleover18.

Mostfriendswillprobablylaughatyou.Gapele

wenaokgonagothokadikgangonalebone.So

let'sjusttryitreseinahurryakere.Ifwefailtoday

wewilltryagainnexttime.Keakgomisaautwa?

Me(hesitantandscared)okay



HepressedhislipsagainstmineandIsatfrozen

fromfearanduncertainty.Hecontinuedbrushing

hislipsagainstminepassionatelyanddemanding.

HetookoffhisboxersasIwatchedhishard

manhoodscared.Ineverreallythoughtamancould

bethatbig.AndIwonderedifthathugeweapon

willfitmysmallunsealedlittlehole.Iheldmy

breathashepulleddownmyskirtandpantiesand

pointedhismanhoodtowardsme.Helookedinto

myeyeswithasoftsmileandpullingoutmytop

andunhookedmybraexposingmypointedbreasts.

Icoveredmyeyesscreaminginfright.

Ob:aebabe?don'tmakeitseemlikeI'mrapingyou

themma.Iwon'tbetoohardonyou.LikeIsaidke

kgomisahela.Iwon'thurtyou.Ipromise.Wautwa

cupcake?



Me(noddingtearfully)okay

Heplacedbutterflykissesdownmychestandbelly.

Hewhisperedtomyearlobe,

Ob:surebabeI'mputtingonthecondom.Youare

goingtobebravemygirl.Wearegoingtotryit,right?

Actuallywearegoingtodoit.Thenyouwillbeabig

girl

Me:(slowlynoddingashereyespopped)OKI'm

scaredthoughIwilltry.

Ob:okbabeyouwilldoIknowyouwill

Heinstantlyflippedmeviolently.Heburiedhishead

intomyneckandhishandsrovedallovermybody.

IfelthisheavyweightpinningmedownandI

uncomfortablylaidtherenotknowingwhattodo.



HisbreathingincreasedasIletoutanunaudible

scream.Heplacedthetipofhismanhoodtomy

uncoveredtreasure.Hepulledapartmystiffthighs

andhesavored.Takingallofit.Myinnocence.

AtRoberts'house

Roberts:(raginginanger)Loneifyouthinkyoucan

lietoallofushere.Weareadults,wearesupposed

tobesleepingnotdiscussingsillyteenagerslike

youwhowanttojeopardizetheirlives.Yetwework

veryhardforyou.Idon'twanttorepeatmyselfa

hundredthtime.TellMrBasiamewherehis

daughterisifyoudon'twantmetowhipyouharder

thanIdidearlier.

Lone:(withtearyeyes)shesheshe...

Roberts:heyheyheygirlgirl!wipethatshitoffyour

face.Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?Gatweyou



werewithKelebogilemotshegare,telluswhereshe

is.

Jacob:(chippedincorrectinghim)Keletso.

Roberts:eegonemoo.

Lone:sheleftwithObakengIdon'tknowgoreonna

kaerekgaoganekoNgiliche.

Jacob:what??WhoisObakengandhowoldishe?

GirlgivemeObakeng'snumber.

Lone:Gakenayonebasimanebatengkeditsalatsa

gaOreneile.

Roberts:refeyamosimanewagagoenekeene

mang.



Lone:gakenamosimane.

Roberts:ketagoruthathogoekanaLone,oithaya

oregoatshamikiwsgolofa.Redimataronaka11

relebilebecauseofyou.Refenumberstsa

mosimaneyowenaodulengnaefaKeletsoatswa

leObakeng.Eneyogoisitsengkongilicheabaago

tisahamasigokabo8..(shouting)Buamonnapele

kegotsenyaclapa.

MmaRobert'swatchedherdaughtertearfullywith

nowordstosay.

Lone:keMike(lookingthroughherphone)kee

numberyateng.

Robert'sgavethephonetoBonnie.



Roberts:tsayamonnacallthatguyandpretendto

beoneofhisfriendsagofenumbarayaga

Obakengorpreferablyplotnumber.Don'tflopifyou

flopgoilehelajalo,bagogojelamonnaomathaka.

WenaLoneyouaregoingtophysicallytakemeto

Mike'shousekamoso.Basiamegotsogago

dubegilebrayaaka.I'mnotgoingtositbackand

allowthisgirltobringafatherlesschildhereinmy

homeatherageasaithuta.Tsamayaoyegoleka

wagagobrayaksgasesepekedihormonedia

belamogobone.Kebana,dibatago

thanthamololwakalebante.Nnakeamoshapa

Lone,waitsegaketegomolesa.

Jacob:thankyouverymuchMrRobert'syou've

beenveryhelpfulIdon'tknowhowtothankyou.I'm

hopefulretamonnaandIwilldomybestto

disciplineher.

Roberts:Goodluckbrayaka.Bareportamalatsia,o

sekawamogolahatsa.



ChikosandBonniebrokeintolaughter

Jacob:hahaerratanki.MmaRobert'srelebogilethe

mme.Reitshwarelengtodisturbyournight.

MmaRoberts:golebogilennabecauseyoualerted

meaboutalotofthingsaboutmydaughter.Ipray

thatyourdaughterbesafewhereversheis.I

wonderhowhermomfeelsatthistimeofthenight.

Jacob:eishbaaresiantshabanaba.Boroko

batsadibame.

JacobBonnieandChikosleftTheRobertshouseas

MrRobetsclosedallthedoorsandburglardoor.He

thenwarninglypointedathisdaughterwhodragged

herfeettoherroom.



Roberts:tsamayaoyegorobalaremmogophakela

ngwanaka.

MeanwhileoutsideBonniedialedMike'snumber

anditwentstraighttovoicemail.Hesighedputting

hisphoneonspeakersothathisfathercouldhear

forhimself.Theydissapointeltydroveoutand

droppedChikosathishomebeforeleavingtoour

home.

ThefollowingdayatLesedi'shouse

Lesedi'smothercoughedcontinouslyandspit

bloodasLesedirushedthroughwithwarmwaterin

ajug.

Lesedi:mamathisisbadletmecalltaxitotakeyou

totheclinic.MamaokgwaMadimma

Gorileng?



Lesedi'smom:(weaklygruntinginpain)tsaya

numbarayagaMeshakamophonengyame.Call

himtodropuskoclinickengI'mnotwelldaughter.

Lesedi:(panicking)okletmetalktoMmagweChedu

aresaleleleboKgosi.LegaletlakeleletseMeshack

pele.Mmeeneheisareliabletaxidriver.

Shetookherphoneanddialedthetaxidriver.

Taxi:helloMmaBobo

Lesedi:hikeLesedingwanawagagwe,mamawa

lwalatota.It'sbadsheisspittingbloodandit

seemslikesheisinrealpain.Therrarushhere,re

moiseAreaWclinic.

Meshack:okI'monmywaygirlketswamoGerald



nekedropamongwesokethamalelakoo.Gether

ready.

Lesedi:thanksalotwewillbewaiting

MamaMeshackiscomingletmetakeReaand

KgositoMmaChedu.

Shedishedsoftporridgeinalargebowlwithalead

thenputnicknaxfortheminaplastic.

Lesedi:Rea,Kgosirwalangdithakokeleisako

MmaChedu.Fastboys,mummyissickwearegoing

totheclinic.Kelepaketsemotogokeo.Iwilltell

MmaChedutodishforyouwhenyouarehungry.

Takeyourjerseysalsocoswedon'tknowwhenwe

willcomeback.

MinuteslaterLesedicrossedtheroadtothe

neighbor'shouseholdingReaandKgosibyhand

andaplasticoftheirfood.Sheknockedsoftlyin



herdoorandMmaCheduopened.

Lesdi(flashingherfamousgrin)dumelang

MmaChedu:hellobaby,iseverythingokaySedi?

Lesedi:(tearfully)MmaChedu,mamaisnotwell,

sheistooweak,coughingcontinouslyandspitting

blood.IamtakinghertoAreaWclinic.Sokekopela

boKgosigoSalafa.Iwillpickthemwhenwecome

back.

MmaChedu:(smiledisappeared)ofcoursemybaby,

comeinboyssitonthematandwatchcartoons.

Kabowathapahewilljoinyousoon.(ToLesedi)

Sedi,whatswrongwithMmaBobo,spittingblood

that'sbadnana.Letmegowithyoukeegommona

beforeyouleave.BoFondobasiametheywill

remainwatchingTV



LesediandMmaCheduhurriedacrossthestreetto

MmaBobo'shousewheretheyfoundherstill

gruntinginpain.Shelookedpaleandhelplessas

painlickedupherthroatlikescorchingfire.

Thefevercamefastonherrobbingherofher

strength.Meshackcamethroughthegateand

parkedinfrontoftheirhouse.Weakasshewas,

shetriedtostandwalkingtothecarbutfailed.She

gruntedonthefloorshewasstuckonsince

morning.Shebentover,andfeltasharpstruckasif

shehasbeenpunchedonthestomachanddropsof

bloodspatteredfromhermouthstainingherdress.

MmaCheduandLesedisupportedhertostand

Mmachedu:heelang!MmaBgoarengnennaka,go

bothokohakaemme?Sediketlamopegale

Meshack.Bringhercleanclothes.Gotarere

berekelemonakongngwanakammaagogaatsoga.

MmekelaeleKaboasalelebanaketlekele

boledise.NgNgmothoyogaaikutswengwanaka.



Lesedi:eemma

Inhermother'sbedroomLesedianxiouslylooked

forhercleandressandtookherhandbagandcards.

Sheputonflip-flopsandlockedthedoor.She

joinedtheminthetaxiandtheydroveout..
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AtOb'shouse



Islowlyopenedmyeyesandyawnedstretchingas

almosteverypartofmybodyached.Icheckedfor

Obathissidebuthewasnotthere.

Ireachedformyphonebythesidetableand

switchediton.Itbeepedreceivingseveral

messagesthatwerependingandIreadthem.

Lone:Keletsommahowcanyousleepoutosa

laelakolapeng?Whatkindoffoolishnessisthat?o

batilegompolaisabatho.Yourdadandbroarehere

lookingforyou,wenaotimilediphone.Myfatheris

angrytota.Youcan'tstartdatingwithsuchstupidity.

Sleepingoutonyourfirstdate.TheytookMike's

numberandtheyareprobablygoingtogetOb's

numberandcomethere.Gareitsegorewago

arabaoreng.

IcoveredmymouthasmyheartpoundedandI

openedathreadofmymother'smessages.



Mom:Lelemydaughter,whereareyounemma?I'm

freakingout.Pleasecomehome

'Lelewhyisyourphoneoffnemmawherethehell

areyoungwanaka,wenaotantsenyaBP.'

'LeleIhopeyouarenotexposingyourselftorisks

anddiseasesngwanaka.Thisworldissickmygirl,I

knowIfailedtoteachyouhowyoushouldbehave

whenboyswantyou.Iknowweneverreallytalk

aboutthingslikesex,butnowIamfreakingoutmy

girl.Comehome.Ican'tbringmyselftothink

someoneisusingyounow.Butyousoyoungyou

aremylittlegirl.'

'LeleifIfailedtogiveyouanythingyouwanttellme.

Don'tletmenuseyoungwanaka.Imagineifyou

couldgetpregnantatyourage.No!Youaremy

princess,don't.'



ThentherewasBonnie'smessage.

'GaoreetseLele,whereareyouatthistime.IfIwas

yourparentneketsilegogokabololaditsebetse.A

16yearoldaletsenageng?'

Iputmyphoneawayastearsrolleddown.Regret

washedovermelikethelongslowwaveson

shallowbeacheachwavewasicycoldandsent

shiversdownmyspine.HowIlongedtogoback

andtakeadifferentpath.

AtthatmomentIfeltleastproudofwhoIwas.

RememberinghowIeasilygaveawaymyvirginity

onafirstdate.DoIevenlovethisguy?Icouldn'tget

tothebottomofwhyIwaspressurizedtogotohis

house.HowIfailedtofirmlysaynotohissexual

advances.Butthefactremainedthatnoamountof

analysiswillturnbacktheclock.Ikickedoffthe



blanketsandwrappedmyselfwithatowelgoingto

thebathroom.IbumpedonObcarryingatrayof

Englishbreakfasttothebedroom.

Ob:babeyouareupIdidn'twanttowakeyoucos

youareprobablytired.I'mhappyforwhatyoudid

formelastnight,heymothowameyouwere

amazing.Youareafastlearner.NexttimeI'm

teachingyouothertechniques.Getanew

toothbrushandfaceclothinthatmirrorcabinetat

thebathroom.Thencomejoinmeforbreakfast.

Me:Ineedtogohome.Iwilljustwashmyfaceand

go.Iwilleatathome.

Ob:nobabeyouneedtotakeafullshower.No

womangoesoutasathapaafterhavingsex.Gape

babeImadefoodforyouwhat'stherush.Whowill

eatallthisifyougobeforeyoueatcosIcookedfor

you.



Me:eishObI'mscared.Therearelotsofmessages

inmyphone.Bomamabaletsebampatagatwe

theyevenwenttoLone'shouse.Papalegone.How

willIexplainallthistothem?

Ob:switchoffthatphonebabe.Iwilltakeyouhome.

Don'tworryandweneedtobestrategicandsee

howwecanbetterhandlethis.Gobrushyourteeth

sothatweeatbabe.Thenyoutakeafullshower.

Afterthatwego.

Me:ahwenaOboBatagompolaisapaparra.How

canyoutakemehome?

Ob:okayIwilltalktomysisteragonkisetse.Wena

youneedtoswitchthatphoneoff.Sothatwhatever

storywetrytocreateebegosannelekgangya

gorejaanongwhyoneosaletse.It'sgoingtobe

toughbutweneedtothinkonourfeetbabe.Guess



youstilllovemekanaJang?

Me:butbabemaabaneyousaidwakgomisaand

youendeduppenetratingme.Why?

Ob:butyouenjoyeditbabelet'sbehonest.Didn't

youliketheexperience?

Me:Idid,butIdon'tknowwhynowIregretandfeel

guilt.

Ob:it'snormalmylove.Especiallythatwedidn't

planwellandgawalaelabatsadi.Iunderstandyou

areprobablyaskingyourselfquestionsgorewago

Rayabomamaoreng.Letmecallmysistertohelp

you,agoise.

Hedialledhissister



Connie:hello

Ob:leConzathemmawenansizahannakaI'min

trouble

Connie:eisheaboentseelebanababatho.

Odirilengthistime?

Ob:justlistentomeConza.Gonalengwanawa

bathofawabatiwa.Herparentsmightcomehere

anytimewiththepolice.Sheisyouragemate.

Hahahaabityoungerthough,18years,butforthe

sakeofthislet'ssaysheisyouragemate.So

pleasehelpmetakeherhomemysister.Youwill

telltheparentssheisyourclassmate.Youspent

thenighttogetherstudyingandunfortunatelyshe

lostaphoneinthecombiwhenshewascomingto

you.Itoldhertoswitchherphoneoffsince

yesterday.Soforthepurposeofthistopassshe

willhideherphoneandpretendshelostit.Wewill

seewhattodogoingforward.



Connie:hahahawadidiradiagodumelakgaitsadi.

KanabatsadibabangwekeditsenwaOb.Whatif

keyagoipolaisabatho.Willtheybuythatstory.Ah

Obpleasestopdatingkids.RightnowJoyceisin

confinementwhileyouarerunningaroundwithMA

10.

Ob:hahahabarema10.Youwillhelpme,right?My

favoritesis.Ioweyoubigtimeforthisone.Ebileka

otinynnaka,batabobaipoenlaleform5hela.

Pleasewearsomethingthatmakesyouevenmore

younger.

Connie:(sigh)an18yearoldmybrother?ahyouare

worsethisdays.Bringher.Iwanttogooutwith

someonelater.

Ob:siswame!Thanksalotmysweetheart,Iowe

youbigtime.Tellthatguyyouarecheckingtotake



care.IfhemesseswithyouIkillrightaway!

Connie:hahahaI'mnotcheckinganyguy

Ob:Iknow.Shapwearecominginbo20minutes.

Hehungupandlookedatme.

Ob:wearesortedbabypleaseprepareyourselfand

let'sgo

Me:babeketshogileareyousurethisisgonnawork?

Ob:trustmeitwillwork.

Me:okay

Ob:nexttimeweshouldcomewithabetterplan



whenwemeet.

Ihurriedtothebathroomandtookaquickshower.

Athome

Daddysatontheoutdoorbenchanddialedhis

brotherSam.

Sam:MrJhowst?

Jacob:eishbroit'sbad.Ifailedmyfamilywaitse

monnaSam

Sam:what'sgoingonMr?

Jacob:ahlaitaakaIdon'tfeelmanenoughmonna.

LeledidnotsleepathomeandI'mworriedthat



maybesomepervertsomewherewasusingherthe

wholenight.Icamelateathomekediilwekeside

chic.IfailedtofindmydaughtermonnaSamand

Maviscan'tevenlookatme.Ihaveneglectedmy

familyforalongtimenowlookwhatishappening.

Sam:eishLelebathong!sheisstillalittlegirl.Wa

jolahaobonaariana.Whatyouhavetodoteach

hertobeassertiveandnevertoallowanyoneto

haveunprotectedsexwithher.Buthelawhatyou

havetoknowkegorelefaekareatswakwa,wa

mmetsawamogatamolalakanawamofa4gran

haasetseautulekukugirlchildodingalolaitaaka.

Youneedtobewiseaboutthiswholeissue.Then

backtoissueyagoreyouabondonedthefamily.

Gonemmelaitaakakantewarewhat'swrongwith

Mavis.Jaanongkanaokaresidechickogotseela

thaloganyaogolebatsamosadiwhy?

Jacob:ahSammonnakanaMavisisalwaysbusy

andtired.Whensheknocksoffshecomeswithfiles



andworklaptopandshecontinuesherauditshit.O

apayamasulafela.Reutwadijotsediutwalangfa

goapeilecheriyamaid.Yoelenggorekadi

weekendgaatheogele.Mmeleeneesegoreshe

knows.KeRayafelagoresheisbetterthanmywife.

Prettykanalaitaakawaapayabothkitchenand

bedroomeishthatgirlistalented.Sototanna

Maviswamboramalatsia.LefarebapileIdon't

feelanything.Ithinkwelostthespark.

Sam:IgetyouJacob,butcheatingisnotsolution.

Andyoursisnotcheatingitsmovingoutand

neglectingthefamily.Gakeganeyoucangetaside

chicktoreliefwifecozwifehasmanyduties.She

sometimesgetstiredtosatisfyyou.Iewenawaitse

ebilewammonagoreolapile.Butman,don'tlose

focuskaboPretty.Agirlwithoutacareermonna

Jacobkanawareodiradinalakanawareng?You

wanttorisklosinganauditoroverher.Awoman

thathelpedyoubuildafortune.Themotherofyour

children.WaitselewenalaitaakagoreMavisbuilt

yourhomefromscratch.Youknowhehelpedyou



getyourbusinessofftheground.Youknowshe

lovedyouwhenyouwerenotworkingandhad

nothing.OtsamayakalaMosheosenalefaele

koloi.YouusedtotellmethatMavisboughtyou

clothesnnakaosaiphesepe.Thatwomanloved

youasyouare.Hereyouare.Youownabig

constructioncompanycosofMavis.Youowna

housecosofthatwoman.Thatwomandeservesto

beapplaudedforherhardwork.Theworkshehas

doneinyourlifewillnotequaltoaplateoffoode

orenggaagoeneele.That'snothingbro.Sorra

respectyourwifeandstopgivingcredittoSidechic.

Helacosshecancook.Heelawhataboutthe

intelligentonewhocanthinkandbringmoneyinthe

home.Tenderingkematakalalaitaaka.Youneeda

financialstablepartner.AndMavisistherightone.

AndsheishumblekooregaamopekiseMadia

gagwe.NowsheistheCFObutoeteoutweareng

mogatso.Sheisashumblesaever.Andwenayou

wanttolosefocus.GapeodirahaPelegabana.

That'swrongandyouknowit.



Jacob:eishyouaresayingnothingbutthetruththe

rra.That'swhyIfeelbad.

Sam:nnalaitaakawaitsegoreIrespectMmagwe

FifiJang..Icheatgakegane.I'maguynakotse

dingwekeabokebatasnacknyana.ButIcan'tany

daycomparethosegirlsIcheatwithtomywife.Le

bonetheyknowtheirplace.Weneverdiscussmy

wifefaakaaLorakeamokgama.Sobean

exampletoyoursonandletyourdaughternotseek

loveandaffirmationfromanyothermanbutyou.

NnahatseleMmagweBonnieandtellheryour

issuesandcomplaints.Sitdownandsolvethem.

Boelamolapengfullyrra.

Jacob:yaheishketaipaakanyalaitaaka.EishIam

alsotroubledbythisissuethatIhaveachildout

therewhomIneversupported.sheisLele'sage

matekana.ThelasttimeIsawhershewas2years.

Sobasicallyshedoesn'tknowme.andthelasttime

Igavehermothermoneyforhershewasdoing



standard5.Imethermomintown.Iknowtheir

homebutIcan'tbringmyselftojustshowupinthe

kid'slifewhensheis16..

Sam:JacobI'velongtoldyoutodotherightthing.

Ngwanagaalathiwe.Youarecursingyourself.But

didyoutellMaviskaene.

Jacob:no

Sam:ahlaitaakayouhavealotofassignments.Go

anddothem.

Jacob:yahIhaveapensionpolicykoBotswanalife.

IgotnominationofbeneficiariesformandlejaanaI

failedtofillthemcoskeipotsagorekedirejangka

ngwanayo.Keitewakeletswalofankatsenyamy

beneficiarieskesiangwanayo.



Sam:it'ssimple.Tellyourwifefirstthenstart

lookingforthechildlotlhe.Secretsdestroyfamilies.

I'velongtoldyoutotellyourwifekangwanayo.Jay

Ihavetogo.Kanagoipaakanyetsagoiwakerekeng

golofa.Baemekannagoreketegoaparare

tsamaye.

Jacob:okshaplaitaaka.Iadmireyourfamilytherra.

Iwilltrymybestkwano.Thanksforthetalk.

Whenheturnedaroundhesawhiswifeleaning

againstthewallstaringathimandhisheart

skipped...

GOODEVEENINGPLSLIKECOMMENTANDSHARE.

LET'SINCREASEOURSHARESFAKE

KGOTSOLFALAIWILLGIVEYOUBONUSES.

MENTIONYOURFRIENDSBATLEGOBALANEXT

INSERTTOMORROWAT6PM.
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Whenheturnedaroundhesawhiswifeleaning

againstthewallstaringathimandhisheart

skipped...

Mavis:kooreomomonatengJacob.Obualedi

phone,kanakebanyana?Youarerelaxedsitting

outside.NnaI'mlookingforyousothatwecango

outandlookforourdaughter.What'swrongwith

you?

Jacob(releasedasigh):babeit'snotlikeI'mrelaxed

themma.IwastalkingtoSamtellinghimthatLele

ismissingandthatheshouldassistusfindingher.

Ican'trelaxgontseJaanatlhemylove

Mavis(tearfully)gakearobalakeLele,waitse



Jacob.Youknowwhatshewaswearingwhenshe

lefthere?Aminiskirtletopentshangdimpa.Ke

mmusitsekereachencheWaierileketsenamo

roomongaboatsamayafela.Sowiththatattire

mencannotleaveher.

Shesatdownontheverandafloorandburiedher

faceonherlapcrying.Hestoodandsatnexttoher.

Jacob:Iwilllookforherbabe,I'mleavingjustnow.I

willnotcomehomewithouther.Iwillloo..

Beforehecompletedthesentencehiseyesmetme

atthegatewithsomeunfamiliargirl.HisJaws

droppedandhefrozenotbelievinghiseyes.

Mummyraisedherheadandquicklyrushed

towardsme.Shetearfullyembracedmetightly.

Mommy:LelengwanakaInearlydied.Thisisnewto



me.Wherewereyou?whereisyourphone?Whyis

itoffnana?OtswakaenemmaLele?

Tearsstungmyeyesasshehystericallycriedin

myarms.

Conniestoodspeechlessstaringatus.She

recognizedJacobandherheartskipped.

Jacobtookstepsclosertousandnearlyfainted

recognizingConnie.Finallymymothercooleddown

andrequestedYarrytobringchairsforus

.

Connie:(innocentlybutshekeptgivingJacoba

sternlook)dumelangmynameisKefilweIam

Keletso'sfriendandschoolmate.

Jacobstaredatherandswallowedhardand

continouslycoughedafterchokingonhisown



saliva.

Connie:shecametomyhousemaabanemaitseboa

andsaidtheywerejustchillingleboLoneand

somefriendsnowsherememberedarevisionbook

whichIonceborrowedher.Itoldhergorennagake

saadimanadibuka.ifshewanttoreviseforatest

shecanjoinus.Cosnnalemyfriendswewere

havinganallnightrevisionkolapeng.

Bonniecameoutandstoodclosertomestaringat

Connieasshespoke.

Connie:Shewaskindofstressedandarebogoloa

boecosshelostherphoneewetsemocombing.

KafakenengkebonaalestressedkatengItold

hertojustsleepoverrereviseketammoledisa

phakela.Gapegonegosetsegolelehihiasena

MadiacabandIwasafraidshemightbemugged

cossomeguysmalatsiatakeadvantageofgirls

wearingshortthings.Sokemotisetse.Shelosther



phonebutshewassafewithmethewholenight.

Mom:wowwow!WethankGodforpeoplelikeyou

Kefilwe.IthankGodmydaughterissafekeletseke

sabobona.

Connie:youarewelcomeIcanimaginehow

stressedyouwere.

Bonnienoticedthathisfatherwasstrangelystaring

atConniespeechless.

Bonnie:what!Mamayoubelievethisfakestory.

Thisisnottrue.Itsfabricatedthereisnotruthtoit.

Lelentshaphone,ekae?Kanakegothusegoe

tracerkawareoelathile.Banyanababayaka

mama.

Mom:ahBonniewenakanaoratamodumonnaI'm



gladKefilwebroughtmydaughterhomesafe.

Bonnie:papabuasengweIcanseeyoudon'tbelieve

thisgirl.Bolelelamamagorethisisn'ttrue.LetLele

answerforherbehavior.(facingme)Mmasedirise

ngwanawabathobuagorewherewereyou.

Mom:ahit'sokayBonniennaIthinkKefilwecanjust

go.Thanksmygirlforbringingmydaughter.Kana

JangRraagweBonnie?

Daddy:(withaseriousfacestaringatConnie)yes

shecango

Bonnie:itsamaelemmaLelewagoakela.Shethinks

wearefoolstobelievethis.Leleyouareoldenough

toknowanyoneofuscellnumberbyhead.How

comeyoufailedtoatleastborrowyourfriend's

phoneandsmsorcallback?Nicetry!



Mom:(toConnie)thanksmygirltobringherhome.

Retlasalarebuamolapeng.Heykebatilegoswa

kestress.Yarrygivememypursebythedresserso

thatIgiveKefilwetaxifee.

Yarryrushedtotheroom togetthepursewhile

everyoneremainedsilent.Hegaveittohermother

whotookoutaP50noteandgaveConnie.

Bonnie:P50??Thatsalotofmoneykeaengfela

mama?KeengosamofeP10?

Mom:shutupwenaman.(ToConnie)Goshap

nnanaGodbless.

SheleftandJacobsighedgettingintothehouse

andBonniefollowedhim.MomfacedmeasI

lookeddown.



Mom:mygirlwhereveryouwere,youshouldhave

borrowedaphoneandsentmeansms.Akereoitse

myno.Lele.IknowIhavenotbeenclosetoyoumy

girl.ButonethingIwantisforyoutoexcelinlife.O

paseoyeUniversityandsecureajob.Iworkvery

hardtogiveyouthebestlifengwanake,don't

disappointme.IhopewhatKefilwesaidisthetruth.

IfnottellmethetruthnowsoIhelpyouifthereis

need.

Me:(stilllookingdown)it'sthetruth.

Mom:okbabeI'msorryfordoubtingyou.Keago

kopamygirlwhenyougoouttherealwaysdress

properly,menalwaysblamewomen'sdressingon

theirevilways.Idon'twantyoutobeavictimof

rape.Nkaswakestressngwnaka.

Me(shyly):eemmakeautwa.I'msorryIwillnever

freakyououtlikethis.Thanksforcaring.



Mom:OKonelastquestion,doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Me:hahaha!Idon'thavemummy.

Mom:okthemmafeelfreetoaskmeanythingifyou

wantto.IknowI'malwaysbusybutIrealizedit's

importantthatonceinawhilerennerennalegirl

talklikethis.

Me:eemma

Mom:okaygoandmakeyourselfbreakfastronare

neresetserejele.

Iregrettablystoodenteringthehouseandwent

straighttomyroom.Itookoffmyclothesandput

onpyjamasthenjumpedintomybed.Istaredatthe

ceilingasmymother'swordsrepeatedinmyhead.

Atthatmomentregretseepedtotheforegroundof



myminddemandingmetore-examinewhatIdid.

ButwillIturnbacktheclock?No,Icanonlymake

betterchoicesnexttime.Butagaindeepdown

withinmeIfeltfulfilled.IfeltlikeanadultandOb

hadarosewithinme,feelingsthatIneverknew

existed.IwasdissapointedthatIwasnotreally

angryathimandIactuallywantedtolearnmore.I

washappythatmymotherbelievedmeanddidn't

reallymadeitmuchofabigdealthoughshewas

tooconcernedaboutit.

Iwasstilluncomfortablewithmyfather,hedidn't

sayawordtomeandIwaswonderingwhathe

thought.AsforBonnieheshouldsuithimself.He

likesadulthoodtoomuch.Isheevendating,Mr

perfect.Mybrotheristooseriousitsdamnboring.I

bitmylipsandthought,likeObsaid,nexttimewe

needabetterstrategytoavoidworryingmyparents

whenIamwithhim.Imissedhimalready,butIwas

afraidtoswitchonmyphone.Thatuglydudeknew

hisgame!Irememberedhowhechangedmypain

intoinstantpleasureandtookmetoaworldInever



knew.IsmiledrememberinghowIcurledmylegs,

shakingandmoaningholdingtightlytohissheets

whenhehammeredmewithhisweapon.Ifeltthe

kindofpleasureIneverknewexisted.Iwasfalling

inlovewithhim.Itookmyphoneoutofmysling

bagandhiditinmyclosetbehindmyclothes.I

smilednaughtily.ThenIpulledafleeceblanketand

coveredmyselffallingintoadeepsleep.Itwasa

roughbutamazingnightIhad.

Meanwhileattheirbedroommyparentshadatalk.

Daddy:arengngwanawagago?gaagobolelela

nnete?

Mom:shesaidwhatKefilwesaidisthetruth.

Dad:sheislying,thatgirlwaslying.Leleprobably

startedboys.Youneedtotalktoheralotabout

boys.



Mom:okwhatever,butItried.Iwilldoitoften

though.Itdoesn'tmeanyouasthefathershould

relax.Iamabadparent,thatIknow.ButInever

meanttobe.Iwonderifitjustwhathappenswhen

youprioritizeyourambitionandclimbthecareer

ladder.Followingmyambitionsandworkinghard

withthethoughtofsecuringabetterfutureformy

kidsrobbedmearelationshipwiththem.IthoughtI

wasdrivingthemtowardsgoalattainment.Thinking

theywilljustcopymeandatthesametime

believingtheywillbehappywhenIdon'tpace

behindthem.ButintheprocessIstarvedthem

parentallove.YesIdid.AndIamafraidtheymight

wanttolookforitelsewhere.Whiletryingtobuild

themalegacy,Ifailedasaparent.Sokebatago

simololagoiteka.It'snoteasy

Jacob:buttomeyoudidn'tfail.Youareahard

workerMavis.Don'tblameyourselfkadiphosotsa

bana.Iwon'trelaxlenna,kebatagoLekago

ipaakanya.I'mlettinghercooldownwewillchat



later.ButMavisI'msorryforabondoningthefamily.

Ifthereisabadparent,it'sme.IknowI'vebeen

runningaroundalot.Evenoursexlifehelaisa

prob...

SuddenlyYaronaknockedloudlyintheirbedroom

door.

Yarry:daddy,daddy!Ibathed,let'sgotoKFCtherra.

Ididn'teatbreadbecauseIdon'twanttobefull

beforeIeatKFC

Momanddaddybothbrokeintolaughter.

Jacob:hanginthereboy,daddyhastobathfirstand

fixsomethingformummy.

Yarona:okbutIwillgethungryifyoumakemewait

alongtime.Fixitfastdaddy.



Jacob:(holdingbacklaughter)comingboy

HelefttoknockatBonnie'sroom.

Yarry:BonnieIwanttoplayagame

Bonnie:comeinbigboyza

Insidetheirroommomanddadchuckledabout

Yarry'srequest.

Jacob:hahahaenoughwiththepityspeechesYarry

obuileIneedtofollowinstructionsorelseI'min

trouble.

Hegaveherasoftpeckonhercheekandstood.



Jacob:IthinkImightaswellbuyKFCfamilymeal

forallofustofeastandforgetyesterday'sstress.

Mavis:haha!nowyouaretalkinggapewaitsegore

wifeyotshabapitsaakere.Ketlatlakeapayahela

kadinner.

Jacob:surebabe

Helefthiswifemakingtheirbedandknockedon

mydoor.Iwokeupstretchingandyawning

Me:whoisthis?

Jacob:kedaddy

Me:okayjustaminute.



Ipickedallmyclothesscatteredonthefloorand

thechairandshovedtheminmyclosetthenclosed

thedoor.Iwrappedmyselfwithmyfleeceblanket

andopenedforhim.Hecameinandpulledthe

chairsittingdown.MyheartpoundedfasterIsaton

mybedandfacedhim.

:
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Ipickedallmyclothesscatteredonthefloorand

thechairandshovedtheminmyclosetthenclosed

thedoor.Iwrappedmyselfwithmyfleeceblanket



andopenedforhim.Hecameinandpulledthe

chairsittingdown.MyheartpoundedfasterIsaton

mybedandfacedhim.

Jacob:(lookingintomyeyes)Iknowyouwerenot

tellingthetruth.Iknowthatgirl.Shewaslying.She

isnotyouragemateorschoolmate.Sheisanadult

okatswaalebo24.Songwnakadon'tdothisto

yourself.Youarehurtingus.Youarestillourlittle

girl.Wedon'twantyoutobehurt.Guyscanbe

roughoutthere.Don'tallowthemtouseyou.Boys

areliarsmygirl,especiallyifsomeoneisolderthan

you.Heisgoingtopromiseyouheavenslyingto

you.Nowitstimetofocusonyourstudiesand

reachyourdreams.I'msureyouhavedreams.Im

sorryI'mabadfather.Ifailedtoadviseyoubefore

youmakemistakes.Iwasalwaysbusywithmyjob.

ButIpromisetotrymybestfromnowon.Anything

youneedtellmedoitnow.Itwillbesadformeto

seeyoubeingusedbymenbecauseyoulack

somethingthatyoudidn'ttellmeabout.Sobabe

anythingyouneedtalktome.Atleastrebudgetfor



it

Me:(embarrassedthatheknowsConnie)okay

thanksdaddy

Jacob:okaythat'sall,ifyouwanttotellme

anythingaboutmaabaneyouarefreeto..

Me:ahgagonapapa

Jacob:okshapmygirl.Takecare.

Thanks.Ihopeyouaresureyoudidn'tdoanything

thatcouldputyourlifeatrisk

Me:Ididn'tdoanythingdaddy.

Jacob:perfect,alwaysbecarefulifanyguyistrying

totrickyouletmeknow.



Me:hahahaeerra

Jacob:I'mseriousLeledon'tlaughyoufreakedus

out

Me:eerra

Jacob:shap

HestoodandwentoutwhileIsighedstillwondering

howdaddyknewConnie.

HeleanedagainsthiscaranddialedConnie

Connie:hahahaI'vebeenwaitingforthiscallMr

right.Ebatilegowelafatshepeloyagago,right?

KarmaisabitchwaitseJ.Itlocatedyoustraight



thistime.

Jacob:wherethehelldidyoumeetmydaughteryou

bitch?WhatdoyoumeanKarmalocatedme?

Connie:hahayes!MrCleverman.Youbetrayedme

Jacob.Sleepingwithmeanddumpingmeformy

sisterandpretendingnothinghappenedbetween

us.Youthoughtyourlifewillalwaysbesmoothwith

yourhumblewifeandmycrazysisterforaside

chick.Nowbigthingsarecoming.Bamogauditse

mathakayourlittleprincess.Reatshwanaandba

yagomorobapelofelalikeyoutookadvantageof

methenleftmeformysister.

Jacob:wareng??

Connie:exactlythatandthat'swhatIwantedtotell

youbeforeIblockyou.Iknewyouwouldcallmeso

I'mblockingyouafterthis.Actuallythis



conversationisoveryouwilltalktoPrettyandcry

onhershoulder.Butjustknowthatyourlittle

princessisnolongeravirgin.Nekemothusetsa

Modimohela.Butnowit'sinterestingsheisyour

daughter..Shapnevercallme.

Shehungupbeforeherespondedandimmediately

blockedhimineverything.

Hetriedcallingbackbutshehadalreadyblocked

him.Hesighedashefelthispalmssweatand

rubbedthemtogetheranxiously.Hepacedaround

hiscarandYaronacame.

Yarona:daddyI'mhungrywhenarewegoing?

Jacob:oktellmummytogiveyoumywalletatthe

roomsothatwego



Yarry:youarenotbathinganymore?

Jacob:nowewillbuykoKFCyadrivethroughand

comeback

Yarry:ok

HehurriedtotheroomasJacobgotinthecarand

placedhisheadonthesteeringwheelfrustrated.

Yarryrushedfromthehousewiththewalletand

hoppedintothepassenger'sseat.

Heliftedhishead.

Jacob:goandsitatthebackYarryandputonthe

seatbelt.

Yarry:okdaddy(smiling)IthoughtIwilllearnhowto



driveifIsitinthefront.

Jacob:hahaha!youaretoosmalltodrive.Even

yourlegscan'treachherefaonnamosetilong.O

kilewabonakaele2lekgweetsaYarry.Iwillteach

youwhenyouaredoingstandardsevenmyboy.

Yarry:ohKayIstillhavetogothroughstandard3,

4.5,67eishcanIgrowfastalready!

Jacob:hahahawenarraYarry

Hedroveoutastheylaughedoutloudchattingwith

hisson.Theywentthroughthedrivethroughand

orderedfamilymeal.Theypaidbythesmallwindow

anddrovetothenextwindowwheretheycollected

theirorderanddroveout.

Jacob:TlaretsenehaChoppieswaLojarereke



somedrinksandsnacksforyou.

HedrovetotheLojamallanddrovearoundlooking

forparking.HespottedPretty'sToyotaYaris.When

heliftedhiseyeshespottedherwithhersister

Conniepushingatrolleywithsomegroceriesoutof

theshop.Oneglanceatthemandhefelttheinside

ofhimburnwithanger.Thenhedecidedtodrive

away.

Yarry:papawhereareyougoingagainthisis

choppies?

Frustratedashewas,hequicklyreversedunaware

ofanothercarthatwasalsoreversingfromthe

oppositeparking.Hepoweredtheacceleratoras

themanhitthebrakesandhonkedbutitwas

alreadylate.Heheardagush!soundashehitthe

backofacorolla..AndYarryinstantlyscreamed

Daddy!Heappliedthebrakesandpulledthehand

brakeandclosedhiseyesbrieflyinfrustration.



Peopleleftwhattheyweredoingandrushed

towardstheaccidentscene.PrettyandConnie

quicklyoffloadedtheirgroceriesandheadedtothe

scene.

Pretty:babobatagilwekeengmoparkingfelae

thamaletsengJaana.

Connie:okaipotsatota..

Shepausedlookingcloselytothecar.

Connie:HeelagolomokeLegend45yagamogatso

kanakeaLora?

Pretty:what!HeelathisisJacob'scar.What?

ShehurriedtothesceneandConniefollowedher.



AsJacobtookYarryoutofthecarandexamined

thedamagedone.Hethenapproachedtheownerof

thecorolla.

Jacob:brayakaeish!

Corollaowner:yahsirItriedapplyingbrakesandI

honkedbutmonnayouweretoofast.Areyouokay?

Jacob:yaheishlaitaakagonekephosoIadmit.I

justglancedonceatthemirrorandthoughtoeme

thenIreversed.Mathatakegatilelehurathata.I'm

stressedmybrothercanwenotinvolvethepolice

please.

Corollaowner:butthenhowsurewillIbethatyou

willrepairmycarbrayaka.Thisisnotevenmycar,I

can'trisk.Andthisdamagemightneedalotof

moneycoskanayourcaretona.Ephothantsetota.



MeanwhilePrettycameclosertothemasthey

spoke.

Pretty:babegorilengnerraogothudile?

Corollaman:Madamjustwaitforhimtoexplain

don'trushtomakeconclusions.Gakeamothulao

nthudile.

Pretty:ehe!(heheldJacobbywaist)what

happenedbabe?

Corrollaman:themonnatellyourwifetomoveso

thatwetalk.Atleastatseyengwanabonajaakaa

roromaotshogilelaitinyanae.

Jacob:sheisnotmywife



Corrollaman:uhuso..okaysorry.Mmegaago

tshwarasenteesemogatso.

Pretty:gatwegoengnebabymothoatapeyajaana.

LetmegetYarrywewillwaitinthecar.

Jacob:keepquiteandgobacktoyourcarPretty.

LeaveYarryIwilltakehimhome

Pretty:what?

Jacob:(shouting)yesgetthehelloutofhere,weare

talking

AfteroffloadingthegroceriesintothecarConnie

alsohurriedtothesceneandfrozewhenshesaw

Prettytearfullywalkingaway.



Connie:gorilengrragweBonnie?Whathappened?

AreyoucryingnePretty?

Jacob:girlsIamabouttolosemytempergetthe

hellawayfromherereabua.Youthinkyouare

specialnelona?TswanghalentiakeBualemotho,

youattentionseekers.

Connie:uhugatwegoeng?

Peoplewhosurroundedtheaccidentscene

exchangedglancesandmurmeredasthesisters

shamefulywalkedaway.HepulledYarrynextto

himandwhisperedtohisear.Yarryopenedthe

doorandsatinsidethecar

Jacob:(takingouthisIDcardandshowinghim.)

brayaka,mynameisJacobBasiame.Youcanalso

takemynumberplateno.ifyoudoubtme,butI

thinkyoucanfollowmycartomyhomeinBlock8.I



wanttodropoffmyson.Thenwegotogethertothe

mechanicsothathetellsmewhatwewillneedto

fixthecar.

Corrolla:okaynnaI'mMothusi.IfyousaysoIwill

followyou.Thisisnotmycarbrayaka.Oladynea

nthumilesomefewthingsmochoppies.Boolday

ketsedisabatengevenasinglescratchmo

koloingsonkannalemathata.Iwillletherknow

whatjusthappened

JACOB:Thanksforunderstandingandnotinvolving

thepolice.OkfollowmereyaBlock8justafterthe

Juniorschool.

Mothusi:OKsurethanks.

TheygotintotheircarsanddroveawayasYarry

askedhisfatherendlessquestionsaboutthe

accident.



MeanwhileinPretty'scar.Theywatchedthecars

leavingandshesigheddisappointed.

Pretty:nemmakedirileengJacobmoaka

nkgomogelangJaana?Kanakestresssakotsi?

Connie:ahIdon'tthinksocoshiscargaeadirega

sepe.AndthatguyisdrivingCorolla.Itspartsare

cheap.Gakeitsemmaokabotsannakamogatso?

GasegoreotennwekegoreObakengojangwana

wagagwe.

Pretty:Warewamoreng?

Connie:secondbornyagaJakeskesnacksaga

nkgonnemma.Lealeratalwapalelethe.

Pretty:what?



Connie:yahyouheardmeright

Pretty:andJacobknows?Wenaoditsayakaedilo

tseConnie?

Connie:yesheknowscosmaabanechiceletseko

goObafterthatwhenhewasstuckwiththegirlnot

knowinghowshewillgobackandconvinceher

parentswhereheslept.Heconvincedmetogoand

dropthegirlathome.Iactedasheragemateblah

blah.OnlyformetofindoutthatthegirlisJacob's

daughter

Pretty:andyoukeptquiteuntilnow?

Connie:yes

Pretty:Connieoworsewaitse.DidyoutellObto



stopseeingthatgirl?

Connie:No,why?

Pretty:hecan'tdatengwanawamothowame.Le

nkopakopanyetsadikgangConniewaitse.Howdid

Jacobknowjaanong?

Connie:kemmoleletsebutnotthewholething

Pretty:(shakingherhead)noConnie!Obakeng

shouldleavethisgirl

Connie:hecan'titstheirchoice.Wenawhycan'tyou

leaveJacobcosheissomeone'shusband.And

ebilemosadinyanawagagweosweetgore

Pretty:mxm!noJacobismineheisdivorcingthat



fool.

Connie:youthinkso?Whatdidhejustdo

embarrassingyouinfrontofeveryonetellingyou,

youarenothiswife?Andyoustillthinkhecares

aboutyou?

Pretty:misunderstandingsdoesn'tmeanweare

breakingup.Hewasjuststressedbytheaccident

Connie:heelaPrettystartlookingforamanmy

sister.Iknowyouareolderthanme.butIjustneed

totellyouthetruth.Youarenothingbutasidechick

toJacob.Hemightleaveyouandfindanotherone.

Buthewon'tleavehiswifeforyou.Never!

Pretty:mxmletmedropyouoffokareotanthodia

Connie.IwillpersonallycallObandtellhimtoleave

Jacob'sdaughteralone.Andthatchildistoolittle

forOb,issheevenabove16.Nnakeenetoronkoo



taetsena.GapeOBisinaseriousrelationshipmo

kegotsamaisanako.Hecanstillfindanothergirl.

Connie:likeyoucanstillfindanotherman

Pretty:mxm!Oneolebusyotatsatrolleyontseore

sisthemmantseelathis.WenawareMadiakea

sedile.NoIgotthismoneyfrommyJacob.Healso

payswithoutfailmyrenteverymonthandgivesme

1.5kpocketmoney.Sowarekemolese.NoIcan't.

Connie:ijoosoyouareagolddiggerthisdayssis?

Pretty:okenoughwiththis.Ogaufilegonthoga

Connie.Leavemealone.Iwilltakecareofmyown

problems.

Connie:hahahaoktaketsenyeheadset.Don'tforget

todropmeoff.



Pretty:okay

Shethenclickedhertongueandincreasedthe

volumeasRB2playedR.Kelly'sWhenawoman

loves.Shesangwiththeradiotryingtogethermind

offwhatConniejustsaid.

"Whenawomanlovesshe,shelovesforreal.

Shetookmeback

AfterIbrokeherheart

Aboutathousandtimes

Shegaveherlifetome

Withnoregrets,shefollowedme

Andshe,andshe,thegirl,sheraisedme

AndI'mforeverindebted

AndI'mforeverindebted



I'mforeverindebtedtoher'cause

Whenawomanlovesshe,shelovesforreal."

Conniecoveredhermouthholdingbacklaughter

andfinalybrokeintolaughterlookingathersister

seriouslysingingofftune.

Connie:soyouthinkyouarethatwoman.Youthink

hewillsingthatsongforyou,Jacob?Shemsis

Pretty:mxm(slowingdownatConnie'sgate)mxm

fologamokoloingyamemma.

Connie:hahahaMmaJacob,mongwammuokeo

gatang.Sorrythemmamysis

Pretty:getoutConnieotogaoswaba.



Stilllaughingandteasingherbigsister.Connie

offloadedhergroceriesandgotintoherrented1

room.Prettyquicklydroveawayoffended.

GOODEVENING.PLEASEDROPACOMMENTAND

ALIKE.SHARETHESTORY.THANKS
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AtLesedi'shouse

Lesedilaidonhermattressscrollingthroughher

Nokiaphonelookingfornumbersofrelativesshe

couldcall.Shesigheddialinghermother'scousin

Mpotseng.



Mpotseng:hello

Lesedi:dumelang,keLesedingwanawagaLucia,ke

nekerekelebolelelagoremamawalwalao

robaditsewekoNyangabgwe.

Mpotseng:okreutulefarekgonneretamothola

Lesedi:eemmagosiame

Shesigheddissapointedbythetoneofhermother's

cousin.

Shewenttothekitchenandlookedfora

Tupperwarebowl.Sheplaced20sconesinsideand

coveredwiththelidthenshewenttoMmaChedu's

house.Sheknockedsoftlyonherdoorbutthekids'

noiseoverpoweredherknock.Realizingtheymight

notbehearinghersheslowlyopenedthedoorand



foundReaandKgosirunningaroundthesitting

roomthrowingcushionsateachother

Lesedi:heyheylonasitdownkemaitseoakaeone

ao.HowcanyoumakesuchamessinMmaChedu's

house.Sitdown,damnit!WhereIsMmaChedu?

Kgosi:bathing

Lesedi:Kaboene?

Rea:behindthehousewithsomemen.

MeanwhileMmaCheducameoutfromthe

backroomstothesittingroom.

MmaChedu:ahSediyouhere.Areyouchecking

molwetsika1orwhat.



Lesedi:yesIbroughtyousconestoeatwiththe

boyswhenIamaway.IwillcookwhenIcomeback.

MmaChedu:don'tworryaboutcooking.Iwillcook

forthemsothatatsevenwegotogether.Idon't

wantyoutostressabouttheboyscosyouhavea

lotonyourplatemygirl.

Lesedi:heyMmaCheduI'mstressedkanaBobocan

takethewholemonthnotcominghome.Howwill

heknowthatmummyissick?WhatamIgoingto

dowiththekids?Mama'srelativesareheartless

MmaChedu.Theydon'tcareaboutus.Bothher

parentsarelate.Herauntwhowasgrandma'sbig

sister,MmaMpotseng,keenewalastyearreile

losinglagagwe.Shewastheonlypersonthatcared.

Nowherchildrengabanasepe.Icalledtheother

onenamedMpotsengtellingher,shejustsaid,re

utuleretamocheka.Wereallydon'thaverelatives

MmaChedu.Idoubttheywillcome.Bomamabane



batshotswebale2lemyuncle.Myuncledefileda

girlof15yearsthenwastakentoprisonwhenIwas

doingstandard6.Heisstillthere.Shewas

sentencedfor7yrscosheimpregnatedher.Sohis

wifedecidedtoleavewiththekids.Thewifewants

nothingtodowithourfamily.Sheonceinsultedmy

mumtheothertimeshecalledher.Otherdistant

relativesgakebuetheydon'tcareaboutus.I'm

afraidMmaChedu,mamashouldgetwell.Rebeile

felamogoene.WhatwillIdowiththeboysI'mjust

astudent.

MmaChedu:eemygirlkeautwa.Iunderstandhow

stressedyouare,butsinceLuciacameandstay

herewebecamefamily.MylastbornKabois

exactlythesameageasBobo,renerelebatsetse

harothe.MmaMpotsengloratolagagweleitsewe

kenna.ObeileLuciamatsetseotlhe.Butmypoint

isLuciabecamemylittlesister.AthomeIamthe

onlywomanamongstmenandthefirstborn.So

Luciabecamemyfamily.AsisterIneverhad.We

usedtodishforeachotherwhenyouwerealittle



girl.Youknowthatsheusedtoleaveheregoingto

sellfood.Somygirlthisisyourotherhome.Don't

thinktoomuch.Luciahastoldmeeverythingabout

herrelatives.Iknowtheydon'tcareandtheywill

probablynotcheckher.Soosekawaikutisa

bothokongwanawannaka.Wearetogetherinthis.

Goandcheckherka1.Iwillcookforthekids.Then

atsevenwegotogether.Kabowillremainwiththe

kids.Bringthesconessothatwealldrinktea

beforeyougo.Wenakanabakinggaoeboneka

sepe.

Lesedi:(smiling)Itrybutmamaisthebest.She

taughtmecakeandgingerbread.IthinkIneed

morepracticeonthem.

Mmachedu:Luciammakemmakapei.ItoldKaboto

helpusfindBobo.Hewilltellhisguys.Wewillfind

him.

Lesedi:okayahBoboopadiletotaMmaChedu.



Shegotintothekitchenandboiledwaterfortea

thenshebroughtallthenecessitiesforteaandthey

enjoyedwiththescones.Shealsobroughttwo

plasticcupsforReaandKgosi.Shepouredteafor

them.

Lesdi:Kgosi,Rea,cometothekitchenandwash

yourhands.

Shehelpedthemwashtheirhandsbythezinc.

Thentheywentbacktothesittingroomandsaton

themat.Shegavethem1sconeseachandtheir

teasaftersheletitcooldown.

Kaboandhisfriendscameintothehouse.

Kabo:hiLighthowareyou?



Lesedi:I'mgoodandyou

Kabo:kewenawadikukutsedintleJaana.Mmm!

malaitaakannakewachunakana.Tlangkele

kopeleone,one,kelentshepelofela.

MmaChedu:ThesesconesareforkidsKabo.Letsee

one,onefela.

Kabo:eemma.Lefaketogakeipolaisamathakaa,

atogaannaaganelelamogarona

Kabo'sfriend:aomonnaskhebowabooretsaya

jang.Retagotshwaralaitaaka

EveryonebrokeintolaughterasMmaChedukept

teasing.



Kabo'sfriend:heMmagweSkhebo,yolagomo

turisakabokafe,kebeeletseruri?Kanaketaboke

bolailedikukutsedimonateso.I'msureletse

dingwedijowachuna.

MmaChedu:eethata.Willyoumanage50cowsboy?

GapeI'mgoingtotakehertoexpensiveuniversity

sothatshebecomesaDr.Andwhensheisadoctor

thepricewillgoup.

Kabo'sfriend:ahhaMmaSkheboleaturathatale

lonabogoloesengtse20

MmaC:hahahakemomakgoabagobitsang bare

takeitorleaveitmyboy.Notnegotiable

WealllaughedoutloudasMmaChedukeptjoking

withtheboys.

AfewminuteslaterItookalltheutensilsweused

forteaandcleanedthem.IwipedMmaChedu's



counters.

Lesedi:MmaCI'mleavingitsquarterto1.Iwill

passbytheshopstobuyherfruitsandjuices

MmaC:oknana.

3dayslater

AtSam'shouse

Inthatafternoondaylight,therewasasenseof

serenityapeacethatinviteditselfintothesoul.

Samrelaxedonhisswingchairsippinghiswineat

histhatchedbar.Itwasaround3pmandhecouldn't

waitfor5pmtoseehiswifewhensheknockedoff.

Hecomposedansms



Him:Babythethatchisalonelyplacewithoutyou.

Theswingisboring,youcouldhavetaken

afternoonoffnnakeaboregamy

20secondslater.

Her:babeimnotconcentratingknowingthatyouare

home

Sam:Icanimagine.Gawathwafalelalollipopnna

I'mdaydreamingaboutmycake.

Her:Iyookesulemothoowaka

Sam:okdiraotemmaIhavegoodnews

Her:wowyouwonthetender



Sam:justfinishupworkandcomehomelove

Her:Ican'twaitshapletmehelpaclient.

Meanwhiletheschoolbusdroppedoffherdaughter

whowavedatherfriendsandhoppedoutpressing

theintercom.Herauntopenedthegateforherand

shespottedhisfatheratthethatchedbarandran

there.Sheworebluetshirtandwhiteshortsfor

PEandabuckethatwithJohnMckenzielogo.

Mia:daddyhowareyou?

Sam:daddyisgreatandhow'smyMia

Mia:I'msuper



Sam:that'scool

Mia:canIjoinyouontheswing?

Sam:nothisoneisforadultsakereImadeyoursat

theback.

Mia:butdaddyI'mtiredofplayingalonewhenis

Yarryvisiting,orauntPriscilla'stwins.Itwillbe

muchfuncosbonetheyaregirls.

Sam:tellmummytoarrangethatforyouguys.

Otherwisehowwasschoolprincess

Mia:amazing likealways.TodaywasPEdaywe

didalotofswimmingandthenexercises

Sam:Iknowthat'syoufavoritelesson



Mia:okdaddyletmegoandtakeoffmyuniform

andeat.(paused)Youdidn'tgotowork?

Sam:suremybaby.YesI'mofftodayandresthere

Mia:okay

Shetookherschoolbagandhurriedtothehouse.

MeanwhileatthegateJacob'scarsloweddown

andhepressedtheintercom.

Thegateslidopenandheentered.Samsighed

lookingathiswatchandthetimewas430.Inabout

30minuteshiswifewillbetherebutnowhere

comesaJacobwithnoappointment..
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Jacob:laitaakawiththisthatchoitiretsethemonna.

Wowit'sacoolandrefreshingarea

Sam:eethatafakebatagoakanyasenteIsithere.

OrnnaleMmagweFifirejadiplantseserious.Let

megetyouaglassonthusemofinekeo.

Jacob:yahebileIneedsomethinglikethatke

fodisethogoe

Samhurriedtothehouseandbroughtacleanwine

glass.



Jacob(fillingintheglass)eishmonnaIwasntsure

youareavailablewasjustchecking.Areyounotat

work?

Sam:noI'mjusthometodayIwantedustojustrest.

Jacob:oksorryforcomingunannouncedlaitaaka.

HeishI'mstressed

Sam:theonlymomentyouknowmyhomeiswhen

youarestressedJakes.Youaresopredictable.I'm

gettingimpatientofthat

Jacob:yahthat'strueIunderstandandI'msorry

thatI'venotbeenagoodbrotherlately

Sam:okaywhat'swrong



Jacob:eishIjustmessedupeverythinginmy

familybro.Iadmirehowwellyouarerunningyour

family.RefilweandReagilearematurekids.They

areatvarsity.Butyouneverreallyhadproblems

withthemasteenagers.IguessMiawillgrow

responsibletoo.NnawithBonnienkaseipokecos

hewasraisedbyhisgrandmother.Itshowshela

gorekesalekepalelwabogologolo.Imagineo

godisetswangwana.NowBonnieandIhaveno

relationship.Wecan'tevenchataboutanythingbut

enehelooksresponsible.ThenthereisLele,it

seemslikeotlampaleladitoga.Itriedtogettoher

shesaidshesleptatafriend'splace.Yetthegirlyo

onengamotisitseisnotevenheragemate.Sheis

justalosegirlyoratangbannawhoisaroundbo24

Ithinkoitiramonkanawangwanake.Theworst

partisLelewaganetsagoreodiritswebutIknow

forsureshesleptwithaguy.Whatiftheydidn'tuse

protectionSam?Whatifmydaughterispregnantor

worsecaseevensheisinfected.Ihadsomuch

stresskefeletsekethulakoloiyamothomoparking



Sam:whyareyoucertainshesleptwithaguy?

Jacob:eishI'vedonethingsI'mnotproudofmybro

kanaenecheriyolewhocamewithLeleshewas

oncemysidechickthenIdumpedheranddated

hersister.SheisPretty'ssisterbutPrettyenegaa

itsegorenkilekamojelamonnawe.Sothisgirl

calledmeaftershelefthomeandtoldmemy

daughterhasbeenusedandshewaslaughing

aboutitrubbingitonmyfacethatguy'saregoingto

usemydaughterlikeIusedher.Butmmekanaene

shewas23shewasanadult.Sam,Leleisjustakid

sheis16.Isn'titdefilementnemonna?

Sam:it'sdefilementebileokareithasbeenmoved

to18years.SoifLeleakannahonestyoucould

reporthim.Mathatawithdefilementcasestheyare

goingtoneedproof.RightnowLeleothapilegantsi

ntsianditdestroyedtheevidence.SoIadvicethat

sitdownleLelelesaomaneomolebisemabakale

boraijaseasedirang.Whatifshehadsexandwas



exposedtomalwetsilikeHiv.Trytodigtheissue

fromherandestablishiftheyusedprotectionor

what.Iftheydidnotuseprotectionyoucantaketo

theclinicbefore36hourselapsesforhertostart

PEPwhichwillhelphernottogetthevirusincase

theguyisHIVpositive.Sitdownwithyourchild

monnaomokgalemeleandteachherthedangers

ofwhatshehasgottenherselfinto.Iusedtodothat

kaboFifi.NekebafamolaothenIgivethem

freedom.Gagonangwanakeokilengalalanageng.

EvennowwhentheyarehomegabadirediloTseo.

ThisshortVactheyvisitedtheirgrandmotherko

MolepololeandIhavenoproblemwiththat.

Jacob:okkeautwalaitaaka.Sowiththispepgaa

kakeafelelaalepositive?

Sam:yesaslongasshegetshelpbeforeendof

36hours.Youhavetohurryupbecauseakerethisis

theseconddayketsayagoreetogaechaya.So

fromheregostraighttoyourdaughterandbefirm



whenyoutalktoher.Becausegaatsenwake

bolwetsimonnayouarealwaysgoingtoblame

yourself.Sheisstillveryyoung.Ifthereare

measuresthatcanbetakenagainstthatguytry

them.ButJacobyouknowthatnnalewenakogae

wearebreadwinnerswithsixsiblingswhoareall

lookinguptous.Totakefeelergoreyouaretoo

relaxed.Youhaveahardworkingwifewhomyou

couldbestickingtoandbuildastrongfamily.But

thereyouare,youstilldate24yearOlds.Bankana

bamonnaowabofelomonna??Moneiis22.That's

almostthesameageofthatgirlyouweretalking

about.Howwillyoufeelamanyourageamodirisa.

OrworseBonnieis22howwillyoufeelifshewasa

girladirisiwakebanna.AeJakes,trytobe

responsibleforawhileandstopwhining.Gakea

ikgolegasepekabofirstborn.Ialsoneedhelpfrom

you.BananyanababatlaMadiJake's.Ifobecha

mmebomonnaobasokolaJaanaoikaeletseng?

Jacob:eishwaBualaitaaka.LennatotaI'mnot

proudofmylife.



Sam:edosomethingaboutit.Resalererere

tsenyetsaBanamotakasekogaeandkeemeka

contributionyagagoreyegoconnecta

Jacob:eishebilemalobaMaviswasaskingme

aboutit.Iwilldosomethingaboutit.

MeanwhileMmaagweFifi:'scarsloweddownat

thegateandthegateslidopenandsheenteredand

drovetothegarage.

MmaFifi:(toherself)mxmJacobwantstodisturb

ourplanswhatdoeshewant?Mxmmyhusbando

tshotswelediodiselehlefagongweoadimaMadi.

Atthethatch

Sam:Mywifeisheremonna.Kekopagorehatsena



haboomodumedisaolaela.Becauseogoroga

Jaanaelegoreweplannedthatsheshouldrush

herewhensheknocksoff.KeBataafternoon

snacknyana.NnaIsnackwithmywifelaitaaka.You

shouldtrythatalso

Jacob:okIthinkIhavetocopyalotofthingsfrom

myownbrother.Thanksbrayakaforalways

interveninginmymess.Youarethebestbigbro.I

won'tdisturbyoursncklaitaaka.Keabonawa

kgora

Sam(punchinghischestasheblocked)wantwaela

themonna.

Jacob:hahahaModimootareaarabalerona

themonna

SuddenlyMmaFificameoutinadenimskirtanda

tanktop.



ShesmiledgreetingJacobandwentstraighttoher

hubbyontheswingchairandplantedasoftkisson

hislipsthensatnexttohimputtinganarmaround

hiswaist.

Jacob:(smilingnaughtily)MmaFifikareontsele14

themogatsenkonne.Mybrotherchosewell

Sam:ngngwasulafalelwathemonnaJake's!o

mmonaJanggorekele14

TheyalllaughedoutloudasSamandJacob

continuedtoteaseeachother.ShortlyJacobbid

themgoodbyeanddroveout.Thecouplechattedon

theswingforawhileuntiltheydecidedtheywere

betteroffintheirroomespeciallythatMiawasfully

concentratingoncartoons.

AttheHospital.



Lesediwalkedintothefemalewardholdinga

plasticwith1litrejuiceandyorghut.Sheworea

kneelengthnavybluedresswhichlostitscolordue

toitsmanyyearsandablackpumpshoe.Sheheld

hershinywellcombedafroneatlywithawool.As

simpleasshewasherbeautywasstillnoticeable

especiallyherlightcomplexionandsmoothskin.

Shegreetednursesatthenursestationand

instantlylockedeyeswithafamiliarperson..

Shefrozenotknowingwhattosaybutthe

handsomemalenurseattendedtoher.Withhiswell

ironednursesuniformhewasamazinglyhandsome.

Nurse:HIKarabo,yesterdaywhenIcameintomy

shiftyouwerealreadygoingoutsoIfailedtosayhi.

SoLuciaMosweuisyourmom?

WhenhesaidKarabosheinstantlyremembered



thetimeshetoldhimshewasKaraboandsmiled.

Thistimearoundshenoticedthatthisguywas

exceptionallyhandsome.Hehadthekindofface

thatcompelledonetopauseandstare.Fromthe

depthofhiseyestothegentleexpressionsofhis

voice.AmongstallhisotherfinefeaturesLesedi

couldnotstopnoticingthesoftnessinhiseyesand

gentlenessinhissmile

Lesedi:(flashingagrin)yessheismymom.

Nurse:okgoandseeherthenpassbymetogive

yousomemessagefromthedoc.

Lesedi:okthankyou.

Sheheadedtohermother'sbedandfeltachillon

herspinestaringattheemptybednexttohermom

whichhadacriticallyillpatientthepreviousday.

Luciaflashedaweakgrintoherdaughterstanding



besideher.

Lesedi:hellomummyhowareyoufeelingtoday

Lucia:(inaudiblywithacrackingvoiceasLesedi

broughtherearclosertohearher)noot

fine(pointingtotheempty)Iwatchedherdie.This

placeisbadIwan..ttogo..oohome.

Lesedi:okmombutyoucan'tgohomewhileyouare

stillnotwellthedoctorneedstoconfirmifyouare

okayfirst.(Lookingatherdripbagrunningdry)let

mecallthenurse.Thatthingissuckingyourblood

thedripisfinished.(Shefacedthenursestation

andcalledout)Nurse!

Thehandsomeguyrushedtoassist

Lesedi:thisthingissuckingherblood.Itseemsthe



dripisrunningdry

Nurse:Okaythanksforalertingmeletmehelpher.

Nurse:ohyahbloodisbackingupintothe

tubing.(TouchingHerhand.)Letmeassistasfast

asIcanMmaMosweu.

Lesediattentivelywatchedasheusedasyringeto

pullbackandgetanyairoutandcheckedforblood

returnthenflushedthelineandclampedit.Thenhe

hangthenewbag,re-primedtheline,re-hookedand

unclamped.Thenflashedagainandrestartedthe

drip.Heheldhishandcheckingthecannula.

Nurse:nopainfeltakeremama?

Lucia:nopain



Nurse:(tomewithasmile)perfect,youarewatching

attentivelyladyyoushouldconsiderbeingDr

Mosweu.(Lesedismiledback)Otherwiseit'snow

sorted.AreyouokayMmaMosweu?

Lucia:(hardlyaudible)yes

Nurse:okletmeexcusemyselfandgiveyouguys

privacyKarabodon'tforgettopassbythestation

forthemessage

Lesedi:ok

HewalkedawayasLeseditalkedtohermother

Lucia:Sedihowarrethkiiids.IsBoboback?

Lesedi:thekidsarewellmummy.MmaCheduis

takinggoodcareofus.Lastnightweallsleptather

house.ShecooksforusandbaththemwhenIam



movingupanddowncominghere.

Lucia:theLordshallblessher.Bobo

Lesedi:don'tstressyourselfaboutBobo.Mummy

youneedtogetbetterforus.Onlyaweekisleftfor

schoolstoopen.Youshouldgetbettersothatyou

gobackhome.Mamarebeilesengwelesengweon

you.Rea,KgosiandIareprayingthatyougetwell.

Lucia:Iwillbefine.Mythroatislikeafurnaceitself,

itsburning.Ican'teatmygirl.Whatkindofdisease

isthis?Thedoctorisrefusingtotellmewhat's

wrongwithme.Hesaidhewilltellmetomorrow.

Suddenlymyearsarealsopainful.Kooreokareke

naledikoduTsedisafoleng.

Lesedi:eishIunderstandmummyitmustbepainful.

HopetheDrwilladviseusonwhattodo.



Lucia:don'tbeafraidtousemycardtobuyallyou

need.LeSekalafeletsammaChedudijo.Doyou

havepadsSedi?

Lesedi:IdomummyImtryingtouseyourmoney

wiselywemayneedmoreofittoassistyouifyou

don'tgetbetterkabonako

Lucia:ahketafolangwanake.

Lesedi:okaymummy,givemeyourhandandletme

prayforyou.Idon'tknowhowtopraybutIwilljust

try.

Lesedikneltbesidehermother'sbedandheldher

mother'shand.Thensheprayed.

Lesedi:MorenawameI'mjustakid.Iknownothing.

ForgivemebecauseIneverpraytoyou.ButtodayI



wanttoprayformymother,sheisinpain.Please

Godreleaseherfromtheseblanketsofpain.Heal

herandprotecther.Ipraythatthedoctorswhohelp

hermayknowwhatherillnessisandhealit.Ipray

thatnextweekbeforeIgobacktoschoolshe

shouldbehealedanddischarged.Sothatshecan

continueherbusinessandtakecareofmeandmy

brothers.LordIpromisetobeagoodchildandif

youhealmymotherIwillworkhardatschooland

beadoctoroneday.InJesusnameIprayamen

Lucia:amenDaughter.Thankyou,yourprayerwill

healmemygirl.

Assheprayedthenursesquietlylistenedandsome

murmeredemotionallyasthemalenurse'seyesgot

tearyandheblinkedlookingaway...
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Assheprayedthenursesquietlylistenedandsome

murmeredemotionallyasthemalenurse'seyesgot

tearyandhelookedaway.

Nurse2:(noticingthattheguywasgetting

emotional)MrOrebolengareyou?

Him:I'mgood

Nurse2:dontgetemotionallyattachedtopatients

mybrother,otlalwala.Thisfieldhasworse



scenarios.Ronaretwaetse

Nurse3:hahakanalonalebofreshfromschool.

Youwillgetusedmybrother.Iwaslikethatmyfirst

yeartoo.DicasetsaNyangabgwennakadikago

bopamisafaokaditsayakamahatha

Heignoredthemandattendedwithasmileanother

visitorwhowantedtoseetheotherpatient.

Lesedistoodwipingherknees.

Lesedi:yesmamaIalsobelieve.IknowGodheals,

hewillhealyou.Ihavetogomama.Today

MmaChedusaidshewillcomealoneintheevening

sothatIsavetaximoney.Iwillcometomorrowat1

again.Iloveyoumommy.

Lucia(withtearyeyes)loveyoudaughter.Bye.



Leseditookherphoneandwalkedaway.She

pausedatthenursestationandthecuteguystood.

Nurse:okletmewalkyouout.

Othernursesexchangedawkwardglancesthey

walkedout.

AssoonasLesediandthenurseguyleft,the

nursesstartedgossiping.

Nurse1:mxmbokgaitsadiaronakabomatlakana

waboakaithayaareokgathegetsengwanaene

yole.

Nurse2:hahahareally?



Nurse1:eegaommonefelawena.Whereishe

going?

Nurse2:mxmrelefahelaasabuesepegaare

bonenemmaGrace?

Nurse3:andmothookasnackakaene.Theguyis

cutebathong.Haeneesecolleaguewena.

Nurse1:hahaakeremma.Thefirstdaymmakefa

kesakgonekaene.ThisdaysI'mgettingusedto

hishandsomefeatures.

Nurse3:smilesatengmmasebogale.ButIdon't

thinkwammatangwananyana,sheistoosimplefor

him.Ithinkheisjustfeelingpityforher

Nurse2:yahyouareright.



AlongthecorridorsLesedihadachatwiththecute

nurse.

Nurse:Karabo

Lesedi:haha!kanamyrealnameisLesedi.Iwas

justbrushingyouoffthattimethat'swhyIgaveyou

awrongname.NowthatI'mprobablygoingtosee

youhereoftenIthinkyoushouldknowmyreal

name.

Nurse:hahaha!okayIreallyunderstandmmegone.

Irealizedyouweregettingimpatientwithmekego

lapisahela.Hahaha.Okaydoyoustillremembermy

namethough?

Lesedi(scratchingherhead)Allenorwhat?

Nurse:hahahawaitsenekesabatiwetotaleleina



galeatshwarwa.Alexthemma.

Lesedi:hahaokay

Alex:OkayLesediIwantedtotellyouthattomorrow

by1230youshouldcomeherewithyourauntor

anyadulttomeetthedoctorhewantstodiscuss

somefewthingsaboutyourmom.

Lesedi(worried)ismymomgoingtobeokayAlex?

Alex:yes.shewillbefineespeciallyifyoupraylike

youdid

Lesedi(sighed)okaybutIdon'thaverelatives

actuallytheydon'tcareaboutus.Itoldthemabout

mumbutnoonewillcome.Thatwomanwhooften

comewithmeisjustmyneighbor.Butsheisa

sweetladybecausesincemommyfellsickshe



tookuslikeherownchildren.Mylittlebrother'sare

withherasIspeak.Shecooksforthemsosheisall

Ihave.Mybigbrotherneverstaysathome.Right

nowhedoesn'tevenknowthatmomishospitalized.

Sheswallowedhardandlookedawaytearfully.

Alex:okayIunderstanddear.I'msorryyouaregoing

throughthatasyoungasyouare.Howoldareyou?

Lesedi:I'm16

Alex:ohyouareveryyoungbutI'mprettysureGod

heals.Ifyoucontinuetrustinghimandpraying

everyday.Mommyisgoingtogetwell.Iguessin

thatcaseyoucanjustcomewithyourneighbor.

Sheissuchagoodwoman.Okseeyoutomorrow.

Takecareofyourself.Iwillprayforyoutoo.Don't

letanyonetakeadvantageofyouthoughespecially

whenyouarefacedwiththesechallenges



Lesedi(smiling)thankyou,youaresuchasweet

nurse.Iwilldefinitelytakecare.

Alex:reallyah?I'mhumbled.Byeseeyoutomorrow

LesedihurriedalongtheNyangabgwecorridors

goingoutofthehospitaltocatchataxihome.

ThenAlexwentbacktothestationsmilingearto

ear.

Athome

IhadjustarrivedfromgalomallandguesswhatI

boughtmyself,anewphone.Mommywasatwork,

daddyandBonniewereout.YarrywasplayingP.S

withtheneighbor'skid.Iwasbasicallyhomealone.

That'ssweet.TwodayswithoutmyPhonewaslike

alifetime.OkayIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.Ireached



foritundermypillowthenItookadeepbreath.

Me:okaythistimeim switchingiton.Whatifsome

girlsnatchesmyguy.Ican'tbelieveIhaveanew

phoneSamsungJ2.(Kissingthephonebox)wowI

didn'tknowitwasgoingtobethiseasytogetaguy

aboanthekelaphonegoneFoo.Mmm.Imustbe

verybeautiful.

Itookmyoldphonefrommyclosetandremoved

mySimcard.ThenIplaceditinmynewphone.I

sighedrememberingthatIhavetosettheemail,

whatsappandFacebookonthenewphone.

Me:ohmyGodwillImanage?Okletmeputback

theSimkeleletseBaePele.Yarrywaphaphakana

letmelockthedoor.

IlockedthedoorandsatonmybedPuttingback

theSimcardontheoldphone.Iimmediatelydialed

Ob.



Ob:babeyoutookforevertoswitchonyourphone.

I'vebeendamnworried

Me:eishlove,mybrotherisanightmare.Cornerto

cornerhekeptsayingyouwanttotellmeyoudon't

haveaphone.Kgantelehegoeslike:wenao

relaxisitseJaanaosenaphone?WayakakanaLele,

takeoutthephone.Waphaphangwanawamama

batho!

Ob:hahahaheisjustwatchingoutonhissister.Ido

thatonConniesometimes.Wasshehelpfulconnie?

Me:yesveryhelpful.

Ob:that'snice.Soyouwerenotintrouble?

Me:noIhandleditintelligently



Ob:IrealizedandI'msoproudofyou.Ikindofhave

patientsbabewillcallyoulater.Actuallyabetter

planisthattomorrowotlegotholakogame.Iwill

beoffthewholeday.6pmyougobackhome.No

moresleepingoutuntilwehaveawiserplangape

akere.Gapenowit'sstillnew

Me:wowbabeyouareanurseoraDr?Ididn'tknow

kanaweneverreallygottotalk.HeyIwouldloveto

seeyouonuniform.Tomorrowbaberemmogo.

Ob:yemyloveletmehelppatients.Kenursemotho

wameatJubileeclinic.

Me:thatsniceshapmylove.

HehungupandIlookedaroundsmiling



Me:wownursemmmm!EishImadeitinlife.Letme

callLone.Eishwagonthogagore.

IdialedLone'snumber

Lone:Keletsoareyoualive?

Me:veryaliveLonzaLonzathemmaImissyou

wenaLonetwofulldaysresabue

Lone:mxmyoumyfriendkanamyfathernearly

killedmecosofyourstunts.Whatwasgoingonin

yourheadsleepingoutosalaela

Me:eishI'mnewintheindustryosekawamphelela

pelomyfriendbuthey,damnitI'msooinlovethe

mmaLone.Thanksmyfriendforgoingoutwithme.



Lone:whatareyouserious?

Me:veryseriousmmaIhadthebestnightofmylife

mmakaSaturday

Lone:WarialoChoma?OgoutusitseengOb?

Me:mmata?IgotwhatIlongwanted.Kanathat

timewhenyoutoldmeDickemonateIthoughtyou

areexaggerating.ThenwhenIsawitlive.Isawa

bigscarrything.Iliterallyscreamedkeipotsagore

yagotsenakae.Thenthedudedidhismagicmma

thesweetnessthatIfeltnearlydrovemecrazy.

Lone:hahahamoghelowithintsalayame.Dick

mmaekgonagonnasweetfaokopanelesenata.

ItmeansObknowshisjob.

Me:morethanyoucanimagine



Lone:wowhappyforyougirl.Atleastyouareno

longerthisboringinnocentvirgin.Kanayouusedto

makemeseemlikeasluttsaalameoleallinnocent.

Me:hahaha.MmamyBaeisanurse

Lone:wowreally!Heylelealreadyworkingkanait

meansomotonawena?

Me:ahnnaIreallydon'tmind.Ageisjustanumber.

Ouragemategabaitsesepetsalayameyouknow

better.

Lone:yahwaBua.Youusedprotectionright?

Me:yesheputonaCD



Lone:yahthat'sthemostimportantpart.Neverever

dounprotectedmma.Wearetooyoungforbabies

wena

Me:akere

Lone:mmannaI'mstressedMikekedds.Maabane

whenIcalledhisnumberkefagoarabagirlya

nthogagore.Mxmitmeanshehasagirlfriendone

abatagontshamikisa.I'veletitgo.NowI'm

pursuingtheFacebookdude.Areheiscoming

fromGabsthisSaturdaycan'twaittoseehim.You

shouldseehisPicthedudeishot.

Me:mxmboMikebatshamikisabatho.Ogoisakae

jaanonganalegirlfriend.Wishingyouthebestfor

guyyaSaturdaymylady

Lone:akeremmata



Me:nnammatomorrowI'mgoingtospendtheday

withObatleasthewillbeoffthewholeday.Evening

Icomeho1me

Lone:makesureyoucomehomemmagakebatedi

knocktsabosigommannakanapapawashapa

Me:hahahaIwon'tdothatagainmyfriend.

AsIlaughedIwasinterruptedbyaloudknockat

mydoor.AndIstartedwhispering

Me:heychomagoshapletmeattendtoaknock

kanatheythinkIdon'thaveaphone.

Lone:shap

Iquicklytookmyphonesandplacedthematthe



backofmyclothesasmydadcontinouslyhitthe

doorknockingloudly.Ilookedaroundforanything

heshouldnotseeanditwasCLEAR,thenIopened..
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Daddy:(lookingaround)princesswhoareyou

hidingthere.Theoneyou'vebeentalkingand

laughingwith.

Myheartskippedrememberingthephonecall.

Hopehedidn'thearallthedetails

Me(smiling)ahpapanoonetherra



Daddy:soosimologelwakebotsenwangwanakao

buaolenosi.

Me:noIwasnottalkingalone.

Daddy:youweredoingwhat?

Me:Iwassinging

Daddy:singingoetaotshegaLele,oryouwere

talkingtoyourphone.Telmethetruthwhereisthe

phone?

Me:nophonedaddy.

Daddy:it'sonlythetwoofushereIwantnothingbut

thetruthnana.Actuallythatgirltoldmethetruth.I



knowyousleptataboy'splace

MyeyespoppedandIfrozespeechless.

Daddy:likeItoldyouIknowhersoIstilldon't

believeyou.SothisisoursecretIwon'ttellmommy

butIwanttohelpyou.Sotellmedidyouandthe

guyhaveprotectedsex?Pleasemygirlbehonest

withme.Ifnot,Iwillhavetotakeyoutotheclinic

nowsothatincasehehasanykindofillnessthey

giveyoumedicinetopreventit.Imsureyoudon't

wanttohaveHiv.Youareateenandifyoucatchit

onyourownnotlikethosewhowerebornwithit.

Peoplearegoingtolaughatyouandthinkyouare

notagoodgirl.Sotellmethetruthnow.Willyou

managespendingallyourlifetakingpills?Babe

mpolelelaIwon'ttellmommy.Wewillsort

ourselvesrele2butthegoodpartisyouwillbe

savedfromdiseases

Me(sighedandlookeddownshyly)I...



Jacob:comeonprincessmyonlydiamondinthe

house,tellmemygirl.

Istartedbitingmynailsandstummering

Me:I..I..ahdaddyeish!

Jacob:trustmetlhengwanakeIwanttohelpyou.

Buabathobaisebatlethemma.

Me:okaydaddyI'msorryIwillneversleepwitha

guyagain.Butheusedacondom

Jacob:(sighedteary)OKprincessareyou100%

sure?

Me:yesI'msureandImadesurehedid.Iwouldn't



agreewithoutit.

Jacob:okayyouarecleverthenmyprincess.Ishe

anadultoragemate?

Me(hesitantly)myagemate

Jacob:okthenwhereweretheadults?

Me:hewashomealoneonlythatnight

Jacob:didhesomehowforceyoutodoit?

Me:nohedidn't

Jacob:don'tyouthinkyouareyoungforsex?



Me:yesI'myoungIwillnotdoitagaindaddy

Jacob:whydidyoudoit

Me:peerpressureIthink,butnowI'verealizedI

don'thavetodoitagainbecauseithurtmyfamily.

ButImustadmitthewholesituationbroughtus

closerandIloveitdaddy.I'velongwishedthatone

dayIcouldhaveaconversationwithyoulikethis.

Jacob:okbabesorryIwasnotavailablemaybeI

droveyoutothatguybutIpromisetocorrect

myselfIwillbefullythereforyou.Soshouldwe

reportthisguy?

Me:thanksdaddy.Nolet'sjustleavehimtotaI

agreedtodoitwithhim.Iwilljuststopseeinghim

andfocusonschool



Jacob(smiling)that'smygirlyoumadethis

conversationeasierthanIthought

Me:thanksdaddy.OnelastthingmyphoneetengI

wastalkingtomyfriendsonthephone.Imjust

wonderinghowIwilltellmamaIfoundthephone

Jacob:okIwilltellherforyou.RetareKefilweoe

boneaboaetisahahaha!Sheisfondofhergape.

Me:akerewowI'mrelievedthanks

Jacob:mygirldon'tdisappointmekeagokopathe

mmawenaLelenextyearyouarewritingForm5.

Thenvarsity.Inoyoucanmakeittovarsityifyou

areserious.BonagoreatJuniorschoolyouwere

gettingCsallyearlongonlytogetaBatthefinal.

YoucandobetterkoBGCSCEgirl.MaybeIshould

buyyoutheserevisionbooks



Me:yestheywillbehelpful

Jacob:okayIwilllookforthem.Sowhat'syour

dreamcareer?

Me:ahIneverthoughtofit.Idon'tknowdaddy.

Jacob:youshouldknowmygirlsothatyouwork

hardonsubjectsrelatedtothefield.Anyway

researchaboutitontheinternet.Wewillhave

anotherchatnexttimeyouwilltellmewhatyou

found,akere?

Me:smiling)thanksdaddyIwilldoso.Thanksfor

yourtime.Daddydon'tyouthinkwecando

somethingformamawhensheturnsnextofnext

week.

Jacob:Goodidea.That'syourotherassignment



findoutwhatwecandoforherandtellme.Iwill

providemoney

Me:okayitshouldbeasurprisedon'ttellher.

Jacob:ofcourseIwont

Me:wowI'mexcitedalreadyIwillplanallthis.Will

keepyouposteddad.

Jacob:yesPrincess.Letmego

Me:suredaddy

HewalkedoutofmyroomandIpunchedtheair

excitedly,ThenItookoutmydiaryandwrote:

Myfirstinterestingchatwithdaddy...Iwrotea



pagelongaboutourconversation.Thiswasthefirst

timeinmanyyearswehadthatlongembarrassing

conversation.ToimagineIeventoldhimIhadsex.

OhmyGodwhathaveIdone!Ismiledalonethen

openedanotherpageandwroteMummy'sbirthday

surprise.IrememberedMmaagweFifi'ssuprise

birthdayparty.EishIwantexactlythatformy

mother.Thecakewasbig.UncleSamboughthera

car,Audi,asasuprise.Okaycandaddymanageto

buymommyacar?Notreallysure.Okay,but

mommyhasaBenz.Thenwhatcanhebuyher?Oh

KayMmagweFifihasaniPhoneandmamaisusing

anoldSamsungwhichmeansthebestgiftfor

mamanowisiPhone.(bitingmylips)thenhe

shouldbookanightfortwoatMaranglikebouncle

Samdid.ThenIdon'tknowifboFificookedthose

fancyfoodorweretheybought.Okaymummy

doesn'thavefriends,whatdoIdo.IwillcallMonei

toassistmethen.Iwasexcitedaboutthiswhole

thingandIjotteddownallthedetailsandwenton

Googlesearchingforpartyideasanddecor.Okay

Moneiwillassistmeaboutthisthingssheoncetold

metheyorganizedababyshower.Iputawaymy



thingsandhappilywentouttothekitchentofind

somethingtosnackon.

AttheHospital

ThefollowingdayLesediandMmaCheduarrivedat

thehospitalandgreetedthenurses.Alexappeared

fromapatientandsmiledgreetingthem.Hethen

usheredthemtoasmallroomwheretheDoctor

wasseated.TheytookseatsandfacedtheDoctor.

Alex:Dr.ChristhisisMmaMOsweu'sfamilythey

camefortheappointment

Dr.Chris:ohyah.Goodafternoonladies

Them:GoodafternoonDr.



Dr:thanksMrOrebolengforusheringthem

in.(pointingtoLesedi)Isthisonenottooyoung?

Alex:sheisyoungbutsheistheonlyclosefamilyto

thepatient.Sheisherfirstbornsoshereallyneeds

tobehere.

Dr.Okaythankyou

Alex:welcomeDr,batsaditlakelesiengfaI'm

dischargingsomepatientskakwawardeng.

Lesediworriedlystaredatthedoctorwithafewfiles

onhisdeskandthestethoscopearoundhisneck.

Heclearedhisthroatandspoke.

Dr.I'mgladyouhavehonoredmyrequesttomeet

withmeinsuchshortnotice.I'vebeenattendingto

MrsMosweusinceshewasadmittedhere.CanI



pleaseknowyou.

Lesedi:okthankyouDoctorfortakingcareofmy

mother.MynameisLesediMosweuI'mhersecond

borndaughter,thismyauntMissMantswe.Weare

theonlyfamilyshehas.

MmaChedu:yesdoctorweareallLuciahas.She

alsohavetwolittleboysathome4and6yrs.

Dr.OkayIunderstandwhereisthefirstborn?Lesedi

saidsheisthesecondborn.

MmaChedu:thefirstbornisanirresponsibleboyhe

isnothomewearestilllookingforhim.Hedoesn't

evenknowthathismotherissick.

Dr.OhyahIunderstand.Okayletmenowgetto

whyIcalledyouhere.AfterMmaMosweuwas



admittedhere,weranseveraltestsonhersinceher

coughwasabnormalandthespittingofbloodwas

aconcern.

Lesedifeltlikeshewassittingonpinsasworry

attackedher.

Lesedi:(tearfully)issheOkayDoctor?

MmaChedu:Sedithedoctorisexplainingnana.Se

motseneganong,otlathalosangwanake.

Dr:soafterthetestswediscoveredthatthereisa

tumorinMmaMosweu'sthroat,orwhatwecall

cancerouscells.We..

Lesedi:wait..mamahascancerDr.?OhmyGodis

mamagoingtodie,ohGodwhatdidIdotodeserve

somuchpaininmylife



Dr:noLesedicalmdownyourmomisnotgoingto

die.That'swhatweallprayfor,becausewewantto

starthertreatmentproceduresassoonaspossible.

Thecancerisatstagetwowhichistreatable.

Lesedisniffedastearsrolleddownhercheeks

listeningtothedoctorasheexplained.MmaChedu

rubbedherbackassheattentivelylistenedtotheDr.

Dr:Thetumorisbetween2and4cmandwewill

havetofindoutwhetherithasgrowntonearby

areasornot.SosheisscheduledforanMRiscan

ofthewholenecktodeterminehowfarithas

spread.Afterdeterminingitsextentwemaydecide

onsurgerytoremovethetumor,thenradiation

therapy.Iknowthesearebigwordswhichyou

probablydon'tunderstand.Soinsimplertermsre

yagommonesamolalaotlhekaLabone.Kegonere

tabonanggorerediraloarokanaJang.Mmefela

tsotheTsedidiragalangwewillbetakingyou



throughtheprocess.Andshemightbetransferred

toPrincessMarinaforsurgery,sowewillletyou

knowintime.

Lesedi:doyoumeanshecanbehealedafterallthis

doctor?

Dr.:yesshecanbehealedandwemaykeep

screeningherforanypossiblegrowth.Aftersurgery

wedoRadiationtherapytodestroyanycancerous

cellsleftbythetumor.

Lesedi:sothechancesofherbeinghealedarehigh?

Dr.WehopesoLesedibecausewebelieveithasn't

spreadmuchbuttheMRiscanwillbehelpfulasit

willclearlyshowhowfarithasspread.Wecanonly

prayforthebest.



Lesedi:I'mgoingtoprayforherharderthanever.If

itmeansfastingIwill.

MmaC:yesSediwecanonlyprayforLucia.Dr.We

hopeyouwilldoyourbestintreatingher.Shehas

littlekidswholookuptoher.Theyaregetting

worried.Keakopangakaletsibogemongwamele

thusemmeyo.Gobothokotota

Dr:yesmamwetrustGodforhealingourpatients.

Becauseourskillsandtreatmentshavelimitations

buthimonlycandotheimpossible.Iwillbe

explainingtoMmaMosweuherconditionthis

afternoonandthereasonwhyItoldyoufirstis

becauseIwantyoutosupportherthroughthis.Try

tohelpheracceptitandgiveherhope.Shewillalso

undergocounselingbecausemostofourpatients

whentheyhearthewordcancertheythinkit'sover.

Buttheyareactuallymanypeoplewhohavehealed

fromitorwholivedmanyyearswithitele

manageable.SoItrustthatyouwon'tbreakdownin



frontofher.Youwillencourageher.Ifsheisa

churchpersonyoucaninvitethechurchpeopleto

sometimesprayforher.Let'shopeforthebest.

Lesedi:yahifthisGodlives,hewillhealmymother.

ThankyouDoctor.

Dr.YouarewelcomemygirlIlikehowstrongyou

are.DefinitelyGodwillansweryourprayers.

MmaC:wearesothankfulDoctor.Wewilltryour

besttosupporther.Shehasonlyus.Wewillsee

whattodo.Keephelpinghertobehealed.Thanksa

lotforinformingusaboutthissoon.It's5minpast

1,canwecheckherbeforewegohome.

Dr:yesplease.Gowell

Theyworriedlylefthisofficebacktothewardto



checkonLucia..
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LateronduringhislunchbreakALEXthoughtfully

satonthehospitaloutdoorchairsanddialledhis

friendOb.KnowinghownaughtyhecanbeOB

answeredthephonewalkingout,leavingmelying

onhisbed.

Ob:brazen



Alex:yahmonnaOb,

Ob:nnamonnaI'mbusytodayBaeishere.Re

berekelamonakongcoskabo6keamoisa.Haha!

Alex:hahaha!ooffnemonna?

Ob:yahI'moff

Alex:okI'monmylunchbreakIthoughtyouare

alone.I'mabitstressedkanathatchicyokereng

ketilegomonyalalaitaakahermomiscriticallyill

Ob:ofe,obonecheri?

Alex:nothatoneItoldyousheisbeautifuland

stayinginmyhood.

Ob:Wangwananyana?



Alex:yes

Ob:uhuwereyouseriousabouther?

Alex:yesIwasseriousthemonnaI'mgoingto

marryher.Keamoratatota.Sonowsenthomola

pelo,hermomomowardengyarona.Shehas

throatcancerandthegirlaregabanamasikashe

comesaloneorwithherneighbortocheckher.

TodaytheDrwastellingthemkaconditionyaga

Mmagwesedulemoleselesadgore.Iwasdeeply

hurt.Heishkanaaresheisallaloneothusiwake

mosadiwaneighbor.Somepeoplehaveproblems

laitaakawaitse!

Ob:yaheishit'ssadlet'shopethemotherwillget

well.Whatstageisthecancerisittoobad?

Alex:Idon'tthinksobutmmeenewalwalawaitse.



bongakaaregoingtodoMRItocheckhowfarit

hasspread.

Ob:eishcancerkestresslaitaaka.Gotannashap.

SooseriousmmekaCheriekanaomoutwela

bothokohela

Alex:Ihaveneverbeenthatseriousinmylifesheis

mywife.SinceIsawhergakekgathegeleopefela

waitse.

Ob:ijokemathata.Okmayhermomgetwell.Letme

gobacktomyBaerragarenaenoughtime.

Alex:hahama14asokodisalaitaakabosigoo

tlaaboole1.Mmelegaleotlakgonagothola

mosadisente.Shap

Ob:hahahashapmonna.



HehungupandAlexabsentmindedlywalkedtothe

gatetogetsomethingtoeat.

AtOb'shouse

ThewholetimehewastalkingtothephoneIstood

closertothebedroomdooreavesdropping.Isighed

relievedafterIpickedthatwhoeverhewastalking

towasaguy.IthenwentthroughmyFacebook

accountimpressedbythe100friendsthatIalready

had.Irequestedallthepeopleinthepeopleyou

mayknowsection.Ithentookafewselfies.

Suddenlyheopenedthedoor.Hewasshirtlessand

Icouldn'tstopstaringathisfinebody.Hissixpack

wassodefined.Iquicklyglancedathisdickprint

andsmilednaugtily.

Ob:babesorryfortakinglongonthephone.Please

excusemybadmannersmathakaababuetseruri



lefaokarewamokgslemela.ItsmyfriendAlex

Me:it'sOKbabe.

Ob:soyouboughtthephonebabe?

Me:yesmylove

Ob:ohthat'snicebutyouarestillusingtheoldone?

Me:bcosIhavetosetFacebookandwatsapp.So

canyoupleasehelpmebabe.

Ob:hahahamybabebatho.Wewilldothemlater.

Thisisourtimemylovearesekaraitiakadiphone.

Comehere.

Hepulledmecloserandkissedmepassionately.



Heundressedme.OkaythistimeIwasdressed

properly.Aknee-lengthbandagedressexposinga

bitofcleavage.Hestruggledpullingoutmydress.

Ob:babemoseseogongaparetsegore.Butmma

wagotshwanelafaotsenafa,Iheldmybreathand

waslikeohmyGodcanagirlbethishot.Kebolaile

kesatshwarathobolo.

Me:hahahababethankyou.Ialwaysholdmybreath

lookingatyour6pack.

Ob:really??Youlikeit?

Me:yes

Hesmiledthenhepulledoutmydressand

unhookedmybra.Hereachedformybreasts.In

thatsplitsecondbeforehistouch,everynerveinmy



bodyandbrainwaselectrified.

Ob:youareirresistible

Hesaidwhilekissingmychest.Hemovedtomy

lipsthendownmyjawline,neckandcollarbone.He

kissedeveryinch.Helookedstraightintomyeyes

andasmallteasingsmilecreptuponhisface.

Ob:youaresupposedtodosomethingonme,touch

me,don'tbeafraidtotouchme.Touchmeasyou

want.Lickme,doanythingyouwantwiththisbody.

It'syourshey.Touchthesixpackgirl.

Me:shylyIwilltrymybestbabe

Ashesaidthewordsgoosebumpsgrewonmyskin.

Notthekindthatonegetsinthecoldbuttheone

thatonegetswhennothingelsematteredbutthat



verymoment.Hewhisperedmynameasourbodies

touched.Thosetouchesandthosewhispers,Damn

it,theydrovemecrazy!Histonguecarvedevery

inchofmybody.Hedirectedmyhandtohishard

weaponandItoucheditasIfeltarushofblood

overmywholebody.Hedirectedmetotheballs

andIfoundmyselfplayingwiththem.YesIcaught

thetuneandrhythm..Iwentwiththeflowand

enjoyedeverymoment.Hiskisseswerelongand

deepsuchthatIfoundmyselfgaspingforair.He

insertedhisfingersdownthewetpond.Damnit!I

didn'tknowitcouldmakesuchmagic.Imoaned

louderthanever.Hewentonandonflickingonthe

clit,thatfeelingcameagain,themomentof

vibrationandsatisfaction.Ididn'tknowitcancome

thiseasilyevenbeforethedicktouchmypot.What

anadventurewehadthatday.

AtLone'shouse

Whileseatedontheircouchwithhermother



watchingsoapiesrepeats,Oreneile'scallcame

through.Shepickedrushingoutside.

Lone:Neihow'sit?

Oreneile:hiLoneI'mgood,BoKenareleavingon

Sundaykana,backtovarsity.Theyweresuggesting

thatwemeetatThapamabythepoolforthelast

chillsession.AreyouandKeletsocoming?

Lone:Ican'tcomeIwasdisappointedbyMike.I

can'tbeinthesameplacewithhim.Herchic

insultedmetotaIwanttomoveonsorrymyfriend.

I'mcrossingfingersthatthisguywamoFacebook

shouldcome

Oreneile:MikehasalreadylefttoGabsI'msorryyou

werethatdisappointed.Iwishyoucouldhave

pickedOb.Heisthematureoneebilewabereka.



Lone:yahmyloss,I'verealizedmyfriendwon.As

wespeaksheisathishouse.Itisjustthat,my

friendisstupid.Shejuststarteddatingandshewas

avirgin.Don'tknowifsheknowswhattodo.Eish

nkabokemoitseetsemma.

Oreneile:okay,butKensaiditwillbehim,Obandthe

otherguywhoisalsoanurse.Iwillfindoutifheis

singleornot.Maybeotlatswakasengwe.Butheis

alsohot,cuterthanObandMike.Isawhimseveral

times.HeisabitreservedgaaphaphejaakaOb.

KanatheseguyswereKen'sclassmateatsenior

schoolbutbonetheywenttoIHS.Sobafeditsecos

ittakes3years.Keneneisgraduatingnextyear.So

bonemmababerekakebonurse.ObisatJubilee,

AlexatNyangabgwe.

Lone:okaythat'sinterestingIpraythatAlexaboa

senamothoeish.OkinthiscaseI'mcoming.

ObviouslyLelewillcomeebilegongweObosetsea

mmoleletse.



Oreneilr:that'scoolIwillaskBaeifAlexhasaguy.I

willtextyoutheresponsesothatyouaresure

whetheryouwillhaveapersonorwhat.

Lone:that'sbetter

.

Oreneile:surebetter.SheisnowonFacebookyour

friend?hahahaketshabagojola.Iapprovedher

friendrequest

Lone:hahahaeemmagoserious.Ebiledude

boughtheraphone

Oreneile:Wafosa?

Lone:I'mserious.Heewalletedherthemoneysame

daytheymet,1kgirlorekilephone.I'mnotsure

whichSamsungisit.



Oreneolwe:liyooKeletsomadeitinlifeKennever

boughtmeaphonebutwehave1yr4months

anyway.Nnatotagakerategobechetswaka

expensivethings.Ijustlikebochocolateand

flowers.GapewhatwillmomwhenIbringane

phonesheneverbought.

Lone:kehoonnammaebilekanamydaddywa

shapagaabatedilonyana.Keipotsagoreene

Keletsowhatdidshesaytoherparents

Ore:kemathata,IyoommashapIwilltextyou

Lone:nemmagaonaphotoyaAlexkemmone?

Oreneile:haha,noIdon'thaveheisveryhot,trust

me.



Lone:Iwilljustwaitandseehimgonekothapama.

Oreneile:Shap

ShehungupandLonesmiledgettingbackInthe

house.

AtLesedi'shouse

EarlierthatmorningLesediunlockedtheirdoor

fromMmachedu'shouse.Shesweptthewhole

housethentookthelaundrybasketoutside.Then

shewentbacktothehouseandtookthewashing

powder,stasoftandbaths.Shepouredwaterinthe

bathsandstartedsortingclothestheclothesby

theircolorshummingthesongolefikalaka.She

washedallherlittlebrothersdirtyclothesandany

thingwhichshefounddirtyinthehouse.



Lateronshepickedthebucketofclotheswiththe

stasoftandheadedtothewashingline.MmaChedu

camethroughthegatefollowedbyReaandKgosi

whowereracing.

MmaC:elegoreosaleotsogalengneSedio

thatswitsewasheneekanakanaJaana?

Lesedi:nekesabategoletsosafaobonaketsile

felakesalelaelaJaana.IwantyourclothesMma

ChedusothatIwashforyou,I'mdonewithours.

MmaC:noSediIcan'tgiveyoumyclothestowash

forme.Nnawaitsekenalemosadiwawashen,

Gloriaotlatlaathatswayame.Ican'tbeusingyou

whileyouaresosteessed

Lesedi:it'snotlikeyouwillbeusingmennaIlike

workingitkeepsmymindbusy.Gapeyouhave

donealotofthingsforme.Iwanttoreturnthe



favor.

MmaC:youdon'thavetoreturnanyfavorit'sokay.

YouaretiredSedi,sitdown.Finishupsothatwego

anddrinktea.RealeKgosibarebatsilegotsaya

boloyabone

Lesedi:okfabafetakalebeloJaana.Thankyouso

muchMmaCheduIfeellikeyouaremyother

motherthanksfortakingcareofus.

MmaC:youarewelcomebabeIwishIcoulddo

betterthanthis.

Leaedi:doyouthinkmamawillbehealedmmaC?

Cancerisaseriousdisease

MmaC:shewillbehealedjustbelieve.Iwantusto

gotochurchonSunday



Lesedi:Ithinksotoo.MamakemotholeThapeloo

tlafola

Meanwhilewhiletheywerestillchattingtheirjaws

droppedtothenoisecomingfromthegate...
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BoboarrivedloudlySINGING.

Bobo:wenaaalefi...kala...kaketsha..betsego

wena..Oladyweesekawaampolayathemmawena

oladyz!keseketatsa..maya.Etolago...kana



gatwegotwetelaahheydipinatsetsalonaoladydi

thata.Sedidikukudikaehoosis..

HestaggeredacrosstheyardasMmaCheduand

Sedibothfrozeandstaredathimspeechless.He

seemedlikesomeonewhowasdrinkingthewhole

night.Asheapproachedhesmeltbeeranddirt.

Ashecameclosetherealizedthatthewomanwith

SediwasMmaChedu.

Bobo:uhuMmaCheduwaboophakaletsedikuku

tsagannake.Gotajewalelekaekantelona.

(losingbalanceandholdingontotheverandapillar)

Ooooladywee!!Oladyrayamothooayegabone.

SediweeeleletselesasianamanyanaGanolakua

eishgagobateborothomme

MmaChedu:Boboweeheelawarasamonnatakea

chairandsitdown



Bobo:andthenwhat'syourproblem.Soearlyinthe

morningyoudon'thaveworkatyourhome?

MeanwhileReaandKgosiranoutofthehouse

noticinghim.

Rea:papapapamphawanpulawadibonzi

Bobo:ahlaitinyaaanawame!Wagolathemonna

Rea

Searchinghispockethetookout2pulacoinand

gavehim.

Kgosi:ahBoboBoboyennakeBatawampulake

Batadibonzi.



Bobo:yahmonnachief!thisistwopulamonna,Rea

willbuyforyoualso.

Kgosi:ahnnakeBatawampulawameBobo

Bobo:eishBarie.

HesearchedhispocketandgaveKgosionepula

andtheybothrantothetuckshop.

Lesedisternlylookedatherbrotherandsuddenly

sheburstintotearsandranintothehouse

slammingthedoorshut.

Bobo:(lookingatMmaCraisinghisshoulders)and

then??

Mmac:Bobolearntobequiteandgreetpeoplethen



hearthemwhenyouarrive.You'vebeenawayfor3

weeks.Don'tyouthinktherechanges?

Bobo:whatchanges?

mmaC:Luciaishospitalizedkwamonnawenayou

don'tevenknowthatsheissick.Whenareyou

goingtogrowupBobo?Sediissufferingwithyour

motheralonewhilewenayouarebusywithalcohol.

Whycan'tyouquitalcoholandtakeresponsibility

onceinalifetime.Whodoyouthinkistakingcare

ofthissonofyours.

Bobo:oladyishospitalized??Damnitwhat'swrong

withher?

MmaC:youareannoyingmeBoboalotbecause

Luciahasworkedhardforyoubutyouturnedoutto

beselosesele.Omophuaganyeditsengwanaand

nowyouarefailingtodoanything.Ngwanayogaa



robale,It'slikeSediisthefirstborn.Oimelwake

mathataankabongalebaganewenasoBobo

pleasestopdisappearinglikethatonyourfamily

nakonngweotafithelammaagoabolokilwe.

Bobo:aeMmaCdon'tsaythat,oladyokaseresie.

Sedi!sedi!I'msorrynnakaeishdon'tcryplease.I'm

sorrytellmewhereoladyissothatIcheckher.I

cangoevennow.Ihave50pulaIwillbuyher

mageuandbananas.

Lesedistoodattheentranceofthehouseand

staredathimastearscontinuedtorolldownher

cheeks.

Lesedi:don'tdaregotomamaontsejaloBobo.Just

getintothehouseandsleepcozthat'swhatyou

knowbetter.Messingupandsleeping,lesweand

bojalwa.That'syoumybrother.You'vefailedusand

mymotherwhoworkedhardforyouonlytoturnout

likethis.Mxmsis!



Bobo:okbonaSediweeosekaomana.KanakooreI

wastryingtolookforjobsit'shardoutthere.Go

kwakwaletsethatswhyIdelayedtocomecos

everytimeIcamehomewithnothing,unemployed

wealwaysfoughtwitholdaywabona.Youareher

favoritechild.NnaI'mafailureSedi.YahthatIknow.

Nkomanyefelannaka.Okletmegoandseeherat7.

SheisatNyangabgweright?GosiameIwilltryto

bathnnakagorekeSekakagothabisadithong.

Lesedi:mxmandshavethosebeardkanaokareo

monnamogolo.NobodywillbelieveyouareKabo's

agematejust10yrsolderthanmeokareyouare

myfather

Mmac:hahaLesediisrightBobomyboy.Justtryto

correctyourself.Kanayouareahandsomeboy.

Andmakesureyousupportyoursisterinhelping

yourmotherheal.Wewereatthehospitalyesterday

regardingyourmomandthedoctortoldusshehas



throatcancersosheisgoingtoundergoalotof

procedures.Soweallneedtosupporthersincewe

areheronlyfamily.Sotogelabojalwangwanakele

okemmaago.

Bobo:frustratedscratchinghishead)eishyahIwill

quit.Oladyotsayakaecancereish.Bareetafola?

MmaC:theyarehopingso.Weneedtoprayforher

tobehealed.IwasjusttellingSedithatweshould

improveongoingtochurch.Evenforweekdays

prayers.Solewenapapagotsilegoreolathetsa

lefatsheandfocusonGodtohealyourmother.She

isyourpillar.

Bobo:yahsheneedstogetwell.ThanksmmaCfor

supportingthekids.I'mnotproudofmyselfbutke

taLekagoipaakanya

MmaC:nowyouaretalkingmyboy.



Lesedi:kanamamaorataBobomogomaswe.All

thetimekemochekaBobookae,BobothisBobo

that.Sheisgoingtogethealedkeagobolelela

Bobo:hahawarialosis,shemoladybanna

Mmac:goandcutthathaireteereLuciaagobona

aholerra.UseeneP50yomotshwereng

Bobo:hahahaOKletmechecksomeguytocutme.

LenaledijonemonnaSedi?

Lesedi:yahmummyboughtfoodbeforesheleft

Bobo:okletmetaketheboysmothakayoleotaba

beolalebone



MmaC:goodnowyouarebeingaman.Lockthe

houseSedi.let'sgothatsidereyegoja.Boboare

yenggonwateePele.

Bobo:ok

TheyalllefttoMmaChousechattingcheerfully.

Atmyhouse

IwashedthedishesafterauntyRosecooked

supperforus.Mommywasdoingherofficeworkat

thebedroomsoIreluctantlyplayedmusicinmy

newphoneandplaceditonthekitchencounter

whileIwashed.

Mummycamethroughtorefillherlemonwater

bottle.Shefrownedlookingattheunfamiliarphone

onthecounterwhichloudlyplayedmusic.WhenI



turnedaroundandrealizedhereyeswereonthe

phonemyheartskippedbutIpretendedtobeokay.

Mom:Leleephonekeyakae?

Me:hesitantly)IswappedminewithLone's

Mom:Lonegapengwanaka.Areyouseriousyouare

backwithLonerebuilemogokana.GapeI'm

surprisedwareyouswappedyours.Youforgotthat

youlostyourphoneinthecombi.That'swhatI

knowwhendiditchange?

Me:ohokay,mummyIforgottotellyouItolddaddy

thoughthetoldyou.Kefilwebroughtmyphoneshe

founditintheiryarditmeansIdroppeditbefore

gettingintheirhouse.

Mom:(notconvinced)areyouseriousLele?Dikgang



tsagagodidintsingwanaka.Idon'tknowwhatto

believe.Andthisphonelooksnewwhydidyou

swapwithLone.Phoneencha?

Me:noonkadimilefelaforthisweekIwas

interestedinsomeappinitaboankadimaIm

returningitnextweek

Mom:eheokay.Lelediduevertouchbookssince

theschoolsclosed?Youareonlyleftwithaweekto

gobacktoschool.

Mw:yesIreadalotintheafternoonsmama.

Mom:youhavetoyouknowyouareaslowLerner.

NextyearyouhavetojoinBonnieatuniversity

BonniecamethroughinthekitchenandIquickly

grabbedmyphoneandshoveditinmypocketas



it'smusiccontinued

Bonnie:mommyIwanttogotoTNTtomorrowto

checkonnkukubecauseonSaturdayI'mleavingfor

Gabs.

Mom:OKmyboyIwillgiveyoumoneytogivemom.

Iwillseethemnextmonththismonthit'sverybusy

atwork.

Bonnie:(lookingatmesuspiciouslyasIwipedthe

counterandplacedtheplatesinsidetheunit)and

thenwenagoLelaenginyourpocket?

Me:(stormedoutofthekitchem)ija!

Bonnie:mamawamonnayourdaughteroletsaeng?

Didn'tshesayshedoesn'thaveaphone.



Mom(:Takingherbottle)ahnnaLelegakemo

thaloganye.Thereissomethingthatsheishiding

cozherstoriesarenotaddingup.

Bonnie:shespentthewholedayoutmaabane.She

arrivedherekabopast6.KanannaLelenever

listenstome

Mom:yaheish.TeenagersareaproblemIthank

Godyouwereneveraproblem.Bommefabareba

goBuakanaBonnie.Otlaboare:okaemosimane

wameRebonyebatho!

Bonnie:hahahagrannythat'smyfavoritehuman

being.KanaevenatmyagewhenIarriveI'mgiven

money.kennaofithelangkeswabahelakereit's

okaymme

Mom:youareblessedmyson.Takingcareofold

peopleisablessing.Iwilltrymybestwithyourlittle



sisterokareotlannadingalo

Bonnie:yesmommy

Theywentseparatewaystotheirrooms

MeanwhileatmyroomIlockedthedoorthenI

dialedMoneitodiscussmommy'ssurpriseparty.

Monei:Kelzhow'syounana?

Me:I'mgoodauntyhowareyou?

Monei:I'mgreatmygirl.

Me:I'mdoingafollowuponourwhatsappchat

aboutmommy'ssurprisebirthday



Monei:yahit'sagoodinitiative.Igotdelayedbymy

schoolprojectbutI'vebeenwantingtocallyou.Ive

talkedtoRefilweandReatojoinusinplanningthe

wholething.IalsotalkedtoMmaagweSasatohelp

ussinceshehasdecorthings.Wecanjustsetupat

yourgardenarea.Orwhatwereyouthinking?

Me:Idon'tknowbutIthinkit'sbestwedoatMarang

thentheybookanighttherebecauseifwedohere

homeshemightfindusandthesurprisewillbe

ruined.

Monei:okaytimeisnotonoursideletmecreatea

watsappgroup.Iwilladdallthepeoplewhocan

helpusorganize.Ithinklefarekanna5it'sfine

becausedilotsabathobabantsidialapisa.Wena

telldaddygoreheneedstobugetforthegift,food

andaccommodationfortheirnightthere.Icanask

boRefilwetocontributema200forthecakethatis

iftheyagree.Iftheysayit'sshortnoticehecan



includeitinhisbudget.

Me:okbonaNeiIthinklet'snotbotherpeoplewith

money.Ijustwanteddaddytodothisformummy.

Esekayannagorebathobakolekile.Sothe

organizerslefarele3it'sokay.Nocontributions.

Peoplewhoattendisclosefamilyandmommy's

friendatwork.SoIwilllistdownthingsweneed

andgivedaddythebudget.ThegiftlikeIsaidhe

willbuyheriphone

Monei:eishIhopehehasenoughmoneyiPhoneya

tura.Whycan'thejustgiveheralessexpensivegift.

IthinkiPhonekebo10kormore

Me:I'msuredaddycanaffordthat.Iwanthimto

buyhersomethingvaluable.Itcouldbeacarbut

mamahasabrandnewBenzsomommydeserves

aniPhoneespeciallythatsheisabossather

workplace



Monei(rollinghereyesontheotherside)okaykeep

meupdatedonwhatyouagreedonwithyour

daddy.Ithinkrekantshadecorandjustbuy

balloonssinceMarangomontlefelakaboene

Me:yahIthinksoiftheysetatableforusatthe

gardenareaitsfine.

Monei:okaynanawareketsenyebomangmo

watsappgrouptoorganize?

Me:can'twejustleaveeveryoneelseandorganize

thetwoofus.Wewillinvitethemwhenit'sallset.I

guessit'snotalotofworkifdaddypaysfor

everything.

Monei:okit'sunderstandable.Googlethecakeyou

wantsothattomorrowwecheckmosadiwadicake.

Telldaddytogiveyoudepositforit.



Me:okayshapotherthingswewilltalkviaapp

Monei:surethanksnana.Nyt.

Me:thanksalotforagreeingtohelpmemyfavorite

aunty.Nyttoo

Monei:anytimenana

ShehungupandMoneirolledhereyesuscalling

herothersisters..

:

:
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Monei(clappinghands):Mmagweshoshocomeand

hearthis.

MmagweShosho:what,nnakeaotselammago

bosigo

Monei:ngwananyanaogotwengLelewaclaima.I

thinksheforcedJakesgorebadireleMmagwe

surprisebirthdayparty.DilotsagokopelaMmagwe

FififelabecauseSamoncedidforher,jaanongshe

issayingshewantJakestobuyhermomaniPhone.

KanaiPhoneyaturathemmaNchadiwenabo10k

ormoreandshesaysaleshownynana:'gago

thokedicontributionpapawillcovereverything.'

mxm!Willtheyeverconnectelectricityforus.While

theyplaywithmoneylikethis.



MmaagweShosho:mxm!Jacobkanaolaolwake

Banabantenagoremakgoaao,baipona.Mmele

boneboFifibaokanatheydon'twanttheirfatherto

helpus.Samwaswilling,hecouldhavelong

connectedelectricityforus.MosadiyoleleBanaba

gagwekebalotsanafela.EbilemmagweeneLeleo

botokanyana.

Monei:yahhey.Peoplearelivinggoodlife.Sheis

sayingfancythingslikethepartywillbeatMarang

andtheywillbeeatingfancyfoodandcakesand

thenJake'sandwifewillsleepthereatthehotel.

MmagweShosho:mxmnkabonagoreJacobo

belwakeMadiifhecanagreetothatrubbish.But

wenamakesureobajelaMadinnakafaontseo

organizerJaana.Becleverenough.OSekawa

lebalagopatisaaseshabomma.Bathobaoba

kgora.

Monei:forsure.It'slikeyouareinmymind.That's



whatIthought.I'mgoingtostartwiththecakeke

bitsadoublepricekebokeitseelahalf.

MmaagweShosho:nowyouaretalking.Diraofetse

sekolonnakaorethabolole.Bomogolooba

paletswebaikhumistebalenosibalaolwake

batsadimxm.Ican'twaitforyoutograduatenext

yearNei

Monei:yahnehlet'ssleepmmait'slate.koore

Maduoolalanagenglabobedinnakanakelapileke

gomothapisetsaBana.AndI'mbusywithmy

schoolproject.

MmagweShosho:ahthat1keseitaodisese

padileng.Nytgirl.

Monei:mmammeketimekesaveparrafinnyanae.

1



Sheblewofftheparraffinlampandtheyremained

silentlisteningtothesnoresoffivechildreninthe

roomwhoweredeeplyasleep.

Atthehospital

MmaChedu,BoboandLesediarrivedatthefemale's

wardandwentstraighttoLucia'sbed.

Whenshesawthemsheflashedaweakgrin.

Lucia:ohsonisthatyouBob?,Boboisthatyou?

Lookatyougompienoocuttile?kaanamostofthe

timesoneoboakaseririseseboitshegang

Bobo:oladykennaI'mback.I'msorry..I..(He

swallowedhardashefailedtocontroltearsthat

streameddownhischeeks)

Lucia:(tearfullyandslowlyspeakingwithahoarse



voice)Imgladyouarebackson.Iwilldiepeacefully

knowingthatketakgonagogolaelaBana.Hope

whatIwillsaytoyoutodaywillchangeyou.

Lesedi:(irritated)Bobocanyoustopcryingmonna.

weagreednocryinghereotsenyamamastresska

goLelamonna!

Bobo:(sniffingandwipingtearswiththebackofhis

hand)eisholadyI'msooryforbeingauseless

son.butyoucan'tleaveusolady.I'mafailureyou

know,don'tleaveus.

Lucia:I'mgoing,I'mdyingofcancerthedoctortold

meyoushouldmanupBobo.OrragweReawaitse

akere.Sedi,ReaandKgosiareallunderyourcare.

KeBanabagagojaanongBobo.Stopalcoholand

workforthesekids.YouknowhowhardIworked

foryou.Kenekelejesasekgoaeveryday.Lookat

me,I'mnowweak.BoboweeLesedineedto

concentrateatschoolandpassatlealentshemo



lehumengsowenayourresponsibilitynowisthe

kids.Makesuretheyeat.Ogannegodirasome

courseswhileIstillhadmoneynowI'mhelplessso

youwillworkwithyourhandstoputfoodonthe

table.BongwanakebaSekabalalaTalaMr.

Lesedi:mommydon'ttalklikeyouaredying.Youare

notdyingtheDrsaidyourconditioncanbehealed.

Don'tgiveup.Godhealsmama.Wewillprayforyou

Bobo:yesmama,likeLesedisaidyouwillcome

backhomeforus.Youwillbehealed.Iwillquit

alcoholandtrytofindajob,gotasiamaolady.

Lucia:okIhearyoumychildren.Idon'twantyouto

sufferinmyabsencelefakesantsekelemo

sepatela.SoLesediyourfatherisJacobBasiameo

nnakoblock8inahugemansion.Thelasttimehe

gavememoneyforyouwaswhenyouweredoing

standard5.I'vetriedtoignorehimandraiseyou

alonecoskenekeiperekelaandIdidn'twantto



troublehismarriage.ButnowI'mstuckheresolike

youseeifyourunoutofthingsyoumayhaveto

contacthimsothathetakeoverhisresponsibility.I

don'thaveachoice.AsforyouBoboyoufatherwas

atruckdriverhewaslonggonewhenIwas

pregnantofyoutilltoday.SoIdon'tknowwherehe

is.RragweKgosiisinSerulekeeneIsaacDikgole.

Leenetakehisno.Frommyphonehestopped

supportinghissonsincelastyear.Soletalebelela

bongwanakaifthesituationgetstoughcontact

thesetwomentotakeresponsibility.

Lesedi:what!soIhavearichfatherwhodecideto

ignorehisresponsibility?Whatkindofpeopleare

menkante?MxmIdon'tknowifIwillmanageto

facethisman,I'msoangryathim.

MmaC:Lucymysisterdon'tgiveupandsellyour

kidstothosemonsters.I'mheretohelpyouand

guidethem.Ifthesemenwerenotresponsible

enoughtotakecareoftheirchildrenalltheseyears



itmeanstheydon'tcareandwhatmakesyouthink

theywillcarenow.Thiswillonlyhurtyourchildren.

NnaIdon'tthinkit'sagoodidea.

Lucia:butwhatshouldIdoMmaChedu?I'mhere

helplesslookatmeImightdieanytime.I'musedto

goingoutthereandhustlingformykids.Myown

handshelpedmeraisethemuptohere.Goapaya

hela.KetatholakediraJang?MMAC.Ican'tgive

yousomuchburden.Youhaveyourownlifeand

Kabostillneedsyourhelp.BoChedubagorengba

utwagotwekegorwesitsemorwalo.Youvealready

retired.Pensionisnotthesameassalarysookase

rwalemorwalowaBanabale4.Boboleobonaa

tsofetsejaanaMMAC,kemorwalo.SoIcan'tdo

that.LetJacobandIsaactakecareoftheir

responsibility.Iwasunluckywithmenbongwanake.

Butnowtheyneedtotakecareoftheir

responsibility.WhatifIdieduringsurgery.

Lesedi:"mamapleasedon'ttalklikethat.Youwon't



die.It'sokaygivemethenumbersofthosemen.We

willseewhattodo.Pleasedon'tstressyourself.We

willbefine.Focusonhealing.I'vebeennotusing

moneyinyouraccount.Itsforemergencies.Re

siamemama.Focusonyourhealthplease.

MmaC:LesediisrightLucia,focusonyourhealth.

Thekidsdon'tneedanything.Idishforthemevery

day.Youarelikeasistertomesotakingcareof

yourchildrenwhenyouaresickisnotreallya

problem.Thefoodyouleftforthemisstillthere.All

isfinenow,Boboishere.Wewantyoutobe

positiveaboutyourhealth.Wewantyoutofight

hardersothatyoucanbehealed.Yourchildren

needyouLucia.Don'tgiveup.Iknowyoutobea

strongwoman.It'snottimetogiveupnnaka.

PleasepraythatGodgiveyoustrength.Wearealso

prayingforyou.Thiswillbeoversoon.

Bobo:MmaCisrightoldaynnaIknowIfailedyou.

KeletlakalafelabutmmegoneIpromiseyouolday



ketaLekagobatatirogapeiwillneverleavethe

kidsnowthatyouarenothome.Ketlaikagaolady.

Pleasegetwell.Wewillseewhattodo.Focuson

yourhealth.

Lucia:okaythanksbathongModimootlalesireletsa

bongwanaka.MmaCmayGodblessyouforwhat

youaredoingformeandmykids.

MmaC:thankssislet'sallholdhandsandpray

beforewego.

TheyheldhandsandMmaCprayedforLuciaas

theykeptonnoddinginagreement,evenBobo.

AtHome

ThefollowingmorningathomedaddyandIseated

bytheoutdoorchairswhileYayaplayedwithhis



Ball.Bonnieleftthehousewithhisbackpack.

Bonnie:daddyI'mleaving.I'mcheckinggrandmain

TonotaweekendkeboelaGabs.

Daddy:okaysondoyouhavetransportfee?

Bonnie:eerra.

Daddy:OK-(searchinghispocket)takethisp100

youwillgivemmeorbuyhersomething

Bonnie:okaythanksdaddyshewillbehappyforthis.

Gosiame

Daddy:shappapa

Hestoodstillstaringatme.



Me:andthen..

Bonnie:hahahakebonaosampuise.Aren'tyou

goingtoatleastsendgreetingstogranny.

Me:hahaha!oratagofeelerbigtheBonnie.O

dumedisenkukurraijo.

HeleftthenIputmynotepadontheoutdoortable.

Me:daddyI'vemanagedtoaskMoneitohelpme

withorganizingoftheparty.

Daddy:okaythat'snice

Me:sohereisourbudget(handingoverthenotepad

tohim)



Daddy:(reading)giftiPhone?Uhuwhobuysan

iPhone?

Me:you

Daddy:doyouknowmuchitisbaby?Idon'thave

thatkindofmoney.Ithoughtit'sjustabirthday

session,noexpensivegifts.

Me:buthowcanwehaveapartywithoutagift.

MummydeservesaniPhonedaddythephoneshe

isusingissomethingelse.

Daddy:okayIunderstand,butdoyouknowhow

muchisit?Mywholebudgetforthesessionis3k.I

thoughtomontsiandenoughthatsallIcanafford.

Isitnotjustasmallsessionformommy?jusa

familything.



Me:disappointed)yahitisbutthecakeis1.5kthen

youraccomois800,foodservedanddrinks2500

soashortathereisnothingforthegift.

Daddy:whatkindofcakeis1.5baby?elegoree

dirilwekaeng?Orisitaweddingcake.Athreetier

weddingcakeistheonethatcancostthatmuch.Le

fagotwegakeitsedilomygirlnoeseng1.5

Me:(showinghimaninternetpicofahandbag

cake.)Moneisaysthiscakewillbe1.5k

Daddy:sheislying,kennake,Iknowhershewants

tousethechangeforherself.Ithinkitcanbe

aroundP500.Letmeaskafriendofmine,hiswife

makesnicecakes.Hewilldoitforussoour

maximumbudgetforcakeis700,butIwill

convincehertodoitforuskaP500.Nanantsha

Moneiinourplans.



Me:okwillwemanagetodoeverythingalone?

Daddy:yescosit'sjusasmallsessionformummy,

wecan'tspendsomuch.SoanightatMarangis

mygiftforher.Andmaybewecanbuyheragift

voucherformassageandmaybemanicures,let's

budgetP500forthat.Sohereisourbuget.P800fo

accomo,P500forcake,P1500forfoodthenP500

massageandmanicurevoucher.Itbecomesp3300

soIwilljustaddP200formoredrinks.Ourbugetis

3.5k.NoMoneiinvolved,Iwillsortthecakeissue.

OtherwisetheotherthingistobookatMarang.I

willsorteverythingoutbabygirl.ThenIwilltalkto

MmagweLefikaandwillseehowtocontact

mummy'sfriendwakotirongMmaMmuso.Maybe

stealhernumberfrommummy'sphoneandinvite

her.

Me:okIunderstanddaddywishyoucouldhave

boughthertheiPhonethough.Themassageis



goodforherthoughshewilllikeitI'msure.

Manicureleonesheneverreallyhavetimeforthese

things.Iguessshewillappreciate.Sowhoelsedo

weinvite?

Daddy:MmaagweFifiandrragweFifithenyoucan

inviteeneMoneicozshealreadyknowaboutthis

thing.Babeyoushouldn'tbefooledbyboMonei.

Herintentionwastobenefitfromthis.Iknowmy

sisters.Butthanksforalltheeffort.Andfor

encouragingmetodosomethingformummy,Miss

iPhone.

Me:hahaha.Welcomedaddy

Daddy:OKprincessletmegototheoffice,watsapp

methatcakepictureIwillpassbytheladywateng

andgiveherdeposittostartit.

Me:okdaddyshap.Thanksforagreeingtodothisit



reallymeansalottome.

Daddy:IknowyouwantittobelikemmaagweFifi's

butit'sgoodifwedoitourownway.

Me:youareright.

ImmediatelywhendaddystoodMonei'ssmscame

through.

Monei:Leletelldaddytosend1kdepositforthe

cake.I'mmeetingtheladyinafewminutes.

Isighedthemdialedher.

Monei:hiLeledidyouseethesms

Me:yahbutdaddydecidedtodoeverythinghe



foundsomeoneelseforthecakeandhesaidthe

sessionwilljustbesmall.Hewillorganize

everythingwenayouwilljusthavetocometothe

party.Atleastwearerelieved.

Monei:what!Howcanamanknowhowtoorganize

aparty?It'sgoingtobedisasterLele.Andyoujust

gaveuponyourideajustlikethat.

Me:it'sOKhesoundedreasonableit'snotanything

biggape.Ithinkit'sfine.Retatagojelafela.

Monei:Ismelldisaster.ThatcakeeBata

professionalandthat'sthewomanIfound.Mxm

butyouwastedmytimeLelewhydidn'tyouget

yourfactsstraightandbesurebeforeyouclaim

yourdaddyotlantshaMadi.I'vebeenrunning

aroundlikeaheadlesschickenkeBatabathobadi

cake.Nowthis,lastminute.WhatamIgoingtosay

tomothoIpromisedherthatI'mcomingwiththe

deposit.Ahthisisboring



Me:I'msorryI..

Monei:bonaLele,sorrygaanamosola.Iamtheone

whoisgoingtolooklikeafoolhere.Itoldthecake

womanI'mbringingMoneynowoemetseMadiene

Jaana.Nowthishowdowecompensateher?

Me:forwhat?

Monei:forwastinghertimewaitingforusLele!This

isbusinessshecouldhavehelpedothercustomers.

YouneedtoewaletP200nowforhercompensation

otlampolaisabathoLele.

Me:ahbutshedidn'tdothecakeoBataMadiaeng?

Monei:that'sbusinessyouwastedhertime.Youare

payingforhertime.Youwillnotunderstandthis



nnaIknowbettercosI'mdoingabusinesscourse

Ne:butmydaddy'sbudgetistightthereisnothing

wecandowehavetofollowit.

Monei:okaskmoneyfromyourmomoregaona

dipadorsomethingakeresheusuallygiveyouma

p200forsuchthings

Me:butshedoesn'tthisdays.Shebuysme

everythingandgivemeweeklypocketmoneyP150

orP200

Monei:sowhereisthepocketmoneywecanuseit

cosweareintroublehereandyouaretheonewho

gotuswhereweare

Me:gosetsep100



Monei:oktisaenemma.Letmerushthatsidekete

gomotsaya.Jakesgaayoakere

Mr:yesheisleavingnow

Monei:oknoneedtotellhimlet'sjustsortitout

bogolokekopemmeyokemoneelep100eneyoo.

It'sacosttomeLelecsgompienokeapagamake

takoo.Iusedmoneytocomeherekomosadingwa

cake.Sonexttimeyougetyourpocketmoneyyou

needtobudgetP50formecosIusedmytransport

moneymovingaroundtryingtoorganizeaparty

thenyourfatheraboaikgagapelelaeverything.

Totatakere150cosretlaborekolotammewa

cake.CoslikeIsaidweneedtocompensateher

withP200.IfIcomeandget100pulagotlabogo

setsep100

Me:okbutI'mgoingtosufferifIgiveyouP150of

mypocketmoneykananextweektheschoolsare

openingIwillbeusingthemoneyforschoolthings.



Monei:theleastyoucandonowistocooperateLele.

Seewhatyoucandotoraisethatmoneybecause

redietsemothonako.GapeLeleyoucouldhavegot

yourfactsstraightbeforeinvolvingmeinthis

wholethingcositseemslikeyourfatherdoesn't

wantmetohelpinthispartyofyours.

Me:Idon'tthinkthat'sthecase.(sighed)AnywayI

willseewhattodocomeandgettheP100.So

pleasecometothepartythen

Monei:okayI'mcomingnow.AboutthepartyIwill

seewhetherIwillbeabletocome.Shap

Me:shap.

ShehungupandIsighedscratchingmyhead.



PLEASELIKECOMMENTANDSHARE.PLEASE

NOTETHATIWILLCHANGETHEPOSTINGTIME

TO9PMEVRYDAYFROMNEXTWEEKMONDAY.

ENJOYTHEWEEKEND.
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AtPretty'shouse

PrettydialedJacobforthe20thtimeandsighed

defeated.Shethencomposedansms:

'JakesmyloverentisduekebonaosatsenyaMadi.

GapeI'vebeentryingtocallyouosankarabe,is

thereanythingwrongIdid?"

Shewaitedforawhileforhisreplybutnothing

camethrough.



ShethendialedherfriendTshidi.

Tshidi:hiPretty

Pretty:hiTshidihowhaveyoubeen?

Tshidi:I'vebeengoodkentsekebonawenaosa

busisanethisdays.Isentyoutwoinboxesontseo

nshapakaseen.

Pretty:aosorrythemmaI'vebeenbusywith

customersbadinalasoIoftenforgettoreply.I'm

goodthough.Imissyoumyfriend

Tshidi:amme?I'mgoodtoo.Ithoughtweareno

longerfriendssinceyoustarteddatingthatguywa

block8.IthoughtIwasannoyingyouasIkept

tellingyouthatmarriedmenareanogoarea.



Pretty:nomyfriendmmewearestillfriends.You

wereadvisingmeright.Ijustrealizedyouwereright.

Tshidi:aowhathappened?

Pretty:theguyhaschangedbutwhenwestartedhe

promisedhewasdivorcing.Andhewaschecking

meeveryday.Sometimeshespentthenightgoing

homeearlyinthemorning.Nowit'sbeenaweek.

Heisnottakingmycallsorevensmsing.

Tshidi:yahIdon'twanttosayItoldyoubecauseit

willhurtyouevenmore,butthat'showmarriedmen

behave.Itmeanshereconciledwithhiswife.Wena

youaretherethinkinghewilldivorce,hecan't.So

nnaIwouldratherstaysinglemyfriendthandatea

marriedguy.Whenhegetsbacktohiswifetheywill

betellingtheworldyou'vebeenanobstacleintheir

marriage.Imagine,afterallthesexyougavehim.



Pretty:eishnemmayouthinktheyreconciled?

Tshidi:Idon'tknowbutthat'showmarriedpeople

alwaysbehave.Bangalelanababobaitshwarelana

wenaosalamophefong.

Pretty:yaheishmynailsbusinessisslowthisdays,

everyoneisdoingnailshere.Kekgonagothusa1

customerkaletsatsi.Imagine.

Tshidi:aothat'sbad.

Pretty:,Idon'tevenknowwhatI'mgoingtopayrent

withcosJacobhasbeenhelpingmewithrentnow

hestopped.

Tshidi:Icanimagine.



Pretty:nemmahowmuchcanyouchargemeifI

comeanddonailsatyoursaloongongweyour

customersbakadira?

Tshidi:letmethinkaboutit.Willgetbacktoyou.

Pretty:okaynoproblemIwillbewaitingtohear

fromyou.LastlycanyoupleaseborrowmeP500

heishIdon'tevenhavefood.

Tshidi:aoI'msorryIdon'thavemmewaitse

Pretty:lefaeleamotsheloontseelakayourname.

Tshidi:owaigakemometshelongthistimewaitse

Pretty:okayshapfriend.



Tshidi:Shap

ShehungupandTshidiclickedhertongue

attendingtohercustomer.

Tshidi:tlaotlhapethogomysiskediilwekecall

felaesenangmosola.

Tshidi'scoworker:whoisthatoadimaMadine?Nna

gakesaadimanaMadikana.

Tshidi:Iyoometoo.Girlsarenottrustworthyatall.

Fakeakanyagorethisgirlusedtobemybest

friend,wehussledtogether.ShedidnailswhileI

plaited.Weusedtogiveeachothercustomers.

Thenshestarteddatingamarriedmanomongwe

Jaana.IadvisedherPrettytswamodimarriedmen.

Thosepeoplewillalwaysgobacktotheirwives.

Owaikefagirlatswamogonna.Shejuststopped



talkingtomeforbo3months.Akgonagonshapa

kaseenmofb.Ithinkguyoneamobechetsa.

Apparentlyhewaspayingforherrentandmaybe

givingherallowancecosgirljustrelaxedandwas

nolongerseriouswiththebusiness.Nekekgona

gomopasetsadiclientaboadidissapointa

runningaftermonnawamotho.Kaereeteng!Keyo

waLelaareguyisignoringher.NowI'mherlast

resort

Coworker:hahatlhokomologamolekoooTshidi,

girlsarenotloyal,batena.

Tshidi:akere,gorianaareshewantmetogivehera

slotinmysaloonatsenyadinala.Icanonlydothat

ifshepaysmewell.CoskanalennaIknowhowto

donailsandsomeofmycustomerskeabaitirela

soifketisamothohasheshouldpaywell.

Coworker:mothabehelakadealeserious.50-50

perclient.Takeitorleaveit.



Tshidi:kehoogakemolesekegoneatlabonang

goreyoudon'tplaywithbusinesslefaobechetswa.

Prettythemmaoneannaalebusyfela.Ketlabo

keneelacustomerherno.Thentheywillcallback

sayingaregaakakeakgonaobusy.AndIwaslike

busywithwhatwhenpeoplewantogivehermoney.

Coworker:kemokgwawabanyanababatlwaetseng

gofiwaMadi.Nnaretwaetsegoitirelabosslady.

Hencewhywerespectourcustomers

Tshidi:Hahaakeregompienowashebashebashe

isstartingfromzero,dicustomerdiile.

Theycontinuedchattingwhileworkingontheir

customersheads.MeanwhileatPretty'shouseshe

checkedherphonetimeandagainhopingfora

replyfromJacobandtherewasnothing.Anhour

latershesigheddisappointeddialingherbrotherOb.



Ob:sisterhowisit?

Pretty:I'mgood.NnakatlhenkadimaP500ke

thaelelwakeMadiarent.

Ob:butPrettykanaI'mhelpingmmekogaewiththe

buildingproject.Ijustsentthem2kofmaterials.

JoyceomotsetseleeneIsenther1.5kwadilotsa

ngwana.Shewascryingareitsnotenough.But

thereisnothingIcanDO.I'vejuststartedworking

wewerenotgivenaccommodation.WhereIstayI

payrent.I'mpayingrentforConniecosyouare

refusingtostaytogetherandpayrentonce.So

guys,thisistoomuchonme.Ithoughtwenaasthe

eldersisteryouwillsortyourselfbetter.

Pretty:ahObakengyousenttoomuchmoneytobo

mama.Ifyousendthemthatmuchtheyendup

misusingit.Theydon'tevendoprojectstaff.I'm



justdownthismonthIwantedyourhelp.Maybethe

businesswillpicknextmonth.

Obakeng:butnnaPrettyI'velongtoldyoutostayat

home.Youmeanyoucan'tdothisbusinessfrom

home.Wecan'tallcomeandrentintown.Even

Connieshecouldbecommuting.Theyarealotof

peoplewhoworkintowncomingfromTonota.So

Shasheeneisevenclosertotown.

Pretty:Ican'tstayathomemycustomersarein

town.

Ob:okasenneopagamaobachekatheno

chaisitsakogae.

Pretty:noIcan'tmanagethatishecticgapekogae

gotsenyastressOb,Ican'tstaythere.I'manadult.I

can'tstayatmymother'shouseatthisagelefao

bonakesenangwanaJaana.I'manadult.



Ob:okaythensortyourselfout.

Pretty:okaythanksfornothingIknowyounever

reallywanttohelpmekasepefela.Thusaene

Connie.MythingswillcomeupIknowcosI'ma

hustler,Iwillmanage.

Ob:,OKIalsoknowI'mhardlyappreciatedby

anyone.

Pretty:Obcanyoupleaseleavethe16yearoldgirl

youaredating

Ob:what?

Pretty:youheardmewell.Togelangwana.Whatif

youarechargedwithdefilementandgotoprison.

Youforgotthatyouhaveababy



Ob:whotoldyouI'mdatinga16yearold?

Pretty:Iknowherfather

Ob:herfatherdoesn'tknowmesowhotoldyouI'm

datingher.

Pretty:itdoesn'tmatter.ButleavethatgirlI,myself

willreportyou.

Ob:areyouthreateningmePrettyorwhatisthis?

Youwon'tdarereportme.Thatgirlis18gapenot

16.Sowhoevergaveyouthisinformationit'swrong.

Pretty:okaymaybeIshouldtellJoycethatyoucan't

zipyourpantskwano



Ob:mxm!otsenelwakestresssalechonomogo

nnakeagobona.Stopcallingmeifyouaregoing

toactthiscrazy.Don'tdaretalktomybabymama

cosyouwouldregretthedayyouwereborn.

Heangirlyhungupandthrewthephoneonthe

couchirritated.Heclickedhistongue.

Ob:damnItConniewhytellPrettymythings.Why

betraymethismuch.

HepickedthephoneanddialedConniewalkinginto

thekitchen.Heusedonehandtofillupthekettle

withwarmwaterandswitchediton.

Connie:bigbrother

Ob:howdareyoutellPrettymybusiness.How

excitedwereyoutocrossthatlineandtellyour



crazysisteraboutthegirlI'mdating.

Connie:what?

Ob:youheardmerightConnie.Whyareyoua

betrayer.oneommolelelangkaKeletso

IthinkImightaswellstopsupportingyoucosyou

arenotloyal.SorightnowPrettywantstodestroy

myrelationshipkathisissuebecauseshewant

favorsIcan'tdo.Whatkindofsisterareyouafter

everythingIdoforyou.

Connie:thisiscomplicatedthanyouthinkOb,I'm

sorrynowsheisusingitagainstyou.I'msorry.

Ob:what'scomplicateddamnit!Zippingyourmouth

wasalsocomplicated.OipolailemogonnaConnie.

Connie:nomybrotherdon'tsaythatkanatheissue



isthatrragwethatchicisdatingPrettyandguywa

tenghurtmeonlytotakemysister.Prettydoesn't

knowthattheguyusedtobemine.SonekeLeka

gomoconvincegoreatogelethatguygapenow

thatyouaredatinghiskid.

Ob:what?RragweKellyismarried.

Connie:yesbuthedatedbothofusstillmarried.

AndmalobakefaakgakagafalelaPrettyaresheis

nothiswifeIthinkomotlogetsethat'swhyPretty

wantsyourhelp.TheguykeeneareketsengPretty

Yariseleakere.That'swhyIwasstressedbecause

nnawhenIwasdatinghimheneverboughtme

anythingasbigasacarheusedtogivemebo2k

fela.

Ob:waitseI'mspeechless.Ididn'tknowmysisters

areactuallyintothiskindoflifemotownengdating

marriedmen.Toanextentofdatingthesameman.

It'sdisgusting.



Connie:yahasdisgustingasdatinga16yearold.

Ob:Kellyis18

Connie:nexttimeaskforherIDletlaswelamo

toronkongboObakengfelafagogatangkuku.

Ob:mxmIdon'tevenknowyouConniewaitse.

Connie:butI'magoodgirlthisdaystherraObakeng

I'mevensinglenowompateleyourfriends

Ob:sighed)I'mdisappointed.IknowI'mnotperfect.

ButIthoughtyouarebetterthanme.

Connie:youareactuallythemostresponsible

sibling.Thanksmybrother.Kekopaairtimehoothe



rraOb.

Ob:mxmshapmmagakenadiunitsrayabannaba

gagobagosendele.

Hehungupandsighed.Hedraggedhisfeettohis

room.Asteamingcupofcoffeeinonehandwhile

withhisotherhescrolledthroughhiscontactslist.

Hehasneverfeltthisdisappointed!

BLESSEDNYT.PLEASEREACT,LIKEANDSHARE.

FROMTOMORROWINSERTAT9PM.1INSERT

PERDAY.
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Atthesite

Jacobandhisteamlookedaroundthehousewhich

thereweretofix.Asperthecontracttheyweretofix

thekitchenunits,closetandroof.Theychecked

throughalltheroomsinspectingtheextentoffaults

tobefixed.

Jacob:eishguystheseBHChouseswerebadlydone.

Iwishwecouldbegivenacontracttojustdemolish

andre-dothem.Okayletmewritedownallthe

thingswearegoingtoneed.Legaletsayamonna

PatokwaleI'mmakingacall.

HegavePattheclipboardwithlinepapersandand

apen.Hewalkedoutdialingdialedhisfriend.

Jacob:yahSoxtheSoc,Thisdaysyouarescarceat

theSundaysoccerguessMmagweTinamustbe

givingyoumorethanmorethanenough.



Sox:themonnaJake'syouwillinsultmywife.I've

beenawayontriplaitaaka.Iwillstartshowingup

nextweekdon'tworry.

Jacob:okay.OkaeMmagweTinamonna?Ineeda

cake.

Sox:oteng.WhenIleftshewaspreparingsome

orderwhichsheisdeliveringtoday.muffinand

scones.Areyouhavingapartyforthekidsorwhat?

Jacob:okay.AhnoIwanttosurprisemywife.She

isturningnextweek.Iwanttodoasurpriseparty

forhernextweekSaturday.Somydaughtergota

nicecakepicturefromGoogle,thatlookslikeabag.

IhopeMmagweTinacandesignitforusata

reasonableprice.

Sox:boys!ThenmonnaogodileJakesnnaka.O



emisitsegama14anengkeetekegoBoneonale

onekoSundaysoccer.Laitaame!I'mimpressedthe

monna.MmagweTinawhenitcomestocakesshe

candesignanything.LasttimeshedesignedaNike

sneaker.Monnaitlookedsorealandniceokare

mothoosetsayaaserwala.Letmecallherand

checkifsheisathomethenyoucancheckher.She

willassistwitheverythingevenprices.

Jacob:hahakegodilemonnaSox,thesethingsyou

outgrowthemandstartfocusingonfamilyata

certainage.

Sox:yahyouarerightandit'sagoodstep.I've

outgrownthemtoo.

Jacob:wenatota?

Sox:hahahakeagobolelelammekanalaitaakae

tlaboelesaatanefelafankaboela.



Jacob:that'sgoodonthapedise.Kenalebekeke

tlogetsesmallhouse.Idon'twanttogobacktothat

route

Sox:youwillmanagemyboygasesepefela.Ifyou

startspoilingyourwifelikethisyouwillgetthere.

Jacob:yahthiswasmydaughter'sideaandIlikedit

instantly.

Sox:that'simpressive..Soareweinvitedkanait'san

intimatesession.

Jacob:noyouandMmagweTinaareinvited.

SaturdaykoMarangka6pm

Sox:thatsnice.Reikaparelefelakanagonale

ditheme



Jacob:hahajustwearwhatyouwant.

Sox:hahahaokaythanksbrayaakawewillbethere.

Hehesitantlyscratchedhisheadthenstammereda

bitbeforeheblurtedout,

Jacob:Nemonnathatissueofyourchildbornout

ofwedlockdidyoutellyourwife?

Sox:yahIdidcosthatyoungboywastroublingme

alot.Hecalledoftenwantingtomeethisother

siblings.Iendeduptellingher.Itwasnteasy

laitaaka.Thatnightshesleptatthesparebedroom.

ThenextdayIfoundherbagspackedarewa

tsamayaeish.Itwasdramaafterdrama.Butnow

shehasacceptedhim.Youcan'tbelieve.Wemet

withthemotherandagreedonmaintenanceand

visitingterms.Nextholidaystheboywillbecoming



over.Shesometimescallshimonherown.She

magicallychangedandgrewfondofhim.Youwill

neverunderstandwomenmonna.

Jacob:yaheishnnakeatshaba.Kanamymarriage

entseetshwerekathalethismightdestroyit

completely.MybrotherSamhasbeenonmycase

thatIshouldjusttellherandsupportthegirl.Kana

mineis16.MonkanawagaLeleshemightresent

megirlsaredifficultkana.

Sox:yahthesoonerthebetter.Bogapelofelaodire

laitaakawagagoosetseagodilethata.Nfana

wameeneheis12years.Fiveyearsyoungerthan

mysecondborn.

Jacib:okkantehowmanykidsdoyouhavemonna

Sox?

Sox:fivekebaletseenenfananyanayo.Bamo



lenyalongakerekemacherifela.

Jacob:ohthatswhyyourwifelovestheboy.

Sox:yahjusttrylaitaakagoodluck

Jacob:yahIneedit.Letmenotspoilourmood.Iwill

tryafterparty.

Sox:yahneh.OkIwilltextyouwhetherMmagwe

Tinaishomeornot.

Jacob:shap

Hehungupanddialedthenumbershestolefrom

Mavis'sphone.

Voice:MmaMmusospeaking,goodafternoon



Jacob:afternoonmam.I'mMr.Basiame.Mavis's

wife

MmaMmuso:ohMrBasiame.Howareyou.Is

everythingokaysir?

Jacob:yesmmawearegoodhopeyouarenotwith

mywifeIdon'twantustohearournews.

MmaMmuso:yessheisinheroffice.HowcanIhelp

yousir.

Jacob:mydaughterandIhaveplannedabirthday

surpriseforhernextweekSaturdayat6pm.Marang

gardens.It'sjustaverysmallsessionbutit'sa

surprise.Wewouldloveyoutobethere

MmaMmuso:wowthat'sasweetgestureyou've



doneforyouwife.Iwilldefinitelybethere.I'm

humbledthanksalotfortheinvite.

Jacob:thanksforagreeingtocomeyoucaneven

bringyourhusbandalongnoproblem

MmaMmuso:okaywewilldefinitelycome.Mma

Basiameisagoodfriendofmine.Suchasweet

hardworkingandhumblewifeyouhave.Andvery

intelligent.Oneofourcompany'sgreatestasset

Jacob:really!IthinkI'mblessednkakwalelakogae.

MmaMmuso:hahahayesyoushould.Thanksonce

againsir

Jacob:welcomemmasorrylstoleyournumber

fromherphone.ShetalksaboutyoualotandI

realizedit'simportantthatyoucome



MmaM:I'mhumbled

Jacob:eeseeuthen

Hehungup.Thenhesmilednaughtilybitinghislips.

Hewentbacktotheguyswhowereinspectingthe

house

Jacob:areyouguysdone.

Worker1:yessir.Ifyoucanbuyallthematerials

nextweekwewillbe

done.It'snottoomuchworkifthefourofiscome

everyday

Jacob:reallythat'sgoodnews.Thefasterwedo.

Thefasterwewillgetpayment.Youknowthat



theseofficepaymentsdelaysakere.Ifyoucan

proveyourselftobehardworkersIwillalwaysuse

youinallmyprojects.Ifiredsomeguysbecause

theywerenotseriouswithwork.Letlabona

bojalwabannalefeditsetiro.

AllWorkers:yessir

Worker2:RonafamaterialOletengfelaMr

Basisamethisisnothing,wepromise.Wecan'tlet

youdownmybrother.

Jacob:that'sgoodnewsokayletmerunaroundand

getqoutationsformaterial.Willbuyeverything

tomorrow.KamosoIwantyouinthesitetoreceive

material.

Akkworkers:okay.



Jacob:let'sgokeledropeng.IWannacheckmy

brotherkoMolapo.

Theyhoppedinthecarandhedroveaway.

AtSam'shouse

JacobsloweddownatSam'sgateanddialedhim.

Heswitchedofftheengineandsteppedout.

Sam:Jakes

Jacob:monnaI'matyourgate,Iwannarush

somewhere

Sam:lennayouareluckytohavefoundmethereI

wasjustabouttoleaveforabusinessdealin

Thapama.Okcoming



SamwalkedoutasMiafollowedhimtalking

endlessly.

Mia:daddyIwantabigtoyhousewithkitchen

insideandzincandatoystoveandfridge.Thena

bigCinderelladollorSofiathefirstwithacrown.

ThenIwillbegettinginthekitchenandcooking

whatIwant.Ialsowantababysisterdaddytoplay

withthem.ReaandFifiarebigwantalittlesister.

Sam:hahahaesengbrotherbogolo.

Mia:nosisterbcozboyswanttowatchnoisyand

boringcartoons.IalwayshatethethingsYarry

watchthoughbutwhenI'mathishouseIjusthave

towatch.Ihavenochoice.

Sam:hahahareally?



Mia:yesdaddy.

Sam:okayPrincesswillthinkaboutit

TheywalkedoutofthegateandgreetedJacob.

Jacob:myprincessMiathegirl.Howareyou?

Mia:I'mfineuncleJacobandhowareyou?

Jacob:I'mgreatmyprincess

Sam:heyrrakemomathatenggatwegobatiwa

babysis.RonarenalestresssagoeletsaboyMia

enegaditsenemygirl.GatweboYarrylikesnoisy

staff!



Jacob:hahhahaMiayoushouldtelldaddytobuya

babyboy.Youneedabrotheryouwillseehow

muchfunitis!

Mia:noboysareaproblemuncleJakestheydon't

cleanupthings,theyareloudandrough,especially

thoseatschool.Theydon'trespectthegirls

Jacob:hahareallythereareaproblemtota..Miacan

talkbathong.

Sam:yahmygirltalksalldaylong.Youveseen

uncleJakesMiapleaserunbacktothehouseso

thatwetalk.

Mia:okaydaddy.ByeuncleJakes

Jacob:byeMia.Highfiveplease



Shegavehimafiveandrushedbackintothehuge

mansion.

Sam:Warengnemonna

Jacob:laitaakaLeleandIhaveplannedabirthday

sessionforMmagweBonnie.ItwillbeonSaturday

at6pmatMaranggardenskesurpriseparty.We

inviteyouandMmaagweFifitocomeanddinewith

us.

Sam:wowthat'smyguy,I'mimpressedbythat.We

willdefinitelybetherelemogatsake

Jacob:surebra,it'snothingbigbutimactuallyso

happyaboutit.Ican'twait.Ialsobookedforanight

there.

Sam:that'smyguy!otlankgotsa!olaleodiratiro



kabotalomonnakohoteleng.MmaagweBonniea

ikutlweokarekegoneasimololanggojola.

Jacob:hahahayahthemonna.I'vetriedbyall

meanstolistentoyouradviceskebatlagospoiler

mosadiwamemonna.

Sam:nnyaawareetsalaitaakaI'mimpressed.Did

youtellheraboutthechild

Jacob:notyeteishfelafakerekeaBuakekgaoga

pelo.Iwilldoitafterthepartyletmenotspoilthe

mood.

Sam:yahmakesureyoudo.Thesoonerthebetter.

Jacob:surelaitaakakeafetathemonnaI'mgoing

toindustrialcheckingquotationsforafewthings

tsakositeng.



Sam:okshapthemonnaseeyouattheparty.

Jacob:surebrayaka

Hedroveawaycheerfullysingingalong
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AtAlex'shouse.



Alexlaidonhisbedandsearchedseveraltimesfor

LesediMosweuonFacebookbutcouldnotfindher.

Hesigheddisappointed

Alex:(talkingalone)Idon'tthinksheknowsanything

aboutFacebookgapeokareodirisasedilame.EishI

don'tknowhowIwillcommunicatewithherbut

kanammeIwillprobablyscareherawayespecially

thatsheisstressed.Letmejustrelax.Ifanyguy

cantakeherIwillbedoomed

WhilststilllostinaworldofthoughtsKen'scall

cameTHROUGH.Hepickedwalkingouttohis

verandaandjumpedontotheverandawallandsat.

Alex:Kenzo

Ken:yahlaitaaka.Mxmthisdaysyouarescarce.



Erengjobmongwaneng?

Alex:eishmonnait'shectic.SometimesIfeelI

chosethewrongprofession.Nyangabgweis

depressinglaitaaka.

Ken:areyouserious?

Alex:yaheishbuttothinkmyinitialplanwastobea

Dr.Idon'tknowifIamstrongenoughforallofthis

Ken:ahdon'tbethismiserablehle.Obisdealing

withmentallydisturbedkwaJubileekwa.

Alex:hahahokakoclinic,heisnotatthepsychiatric

hecouldbecrazyalso

Ken:bannaareyouworkingonSaturday?youneed



adayouttogetafewbeershangwithcutegirlsle

lebaletirogannyenyane.

Alex:hehenowyouaretalking.I'moffthisSaturday.

AndIreallyneedthatkanakesinglelaitaaka.But

mmelegalekeiponetsewife

Ken:whatdoyoumean?

Alex:ImeanthereisagirlIwanttomarrykea

ikgodisetsasheisstill16.I'mwaitingforhertobe

18yrsandwestartdating.Whensheturnsbo22

I'mgoingtomarryher.

Ken:what?wenakanalaitaakayouwatchromance

moviesalotwhatdoyoumean.

Alex:ImeanexactlythatmonnaKen.



Ken:okshapmonnawewillmeetkoThapama

Saturdayat3pm.ihaveagirlforyou.Sheis18ke

tsayagoreyouneedkuku.GoBuanopahelamogo

wena.

Alex:hahahaKenbathookay.Iwillbethere.Will

appreciatesomuchifyoucouldorganizethatgirl

gonekesulerra.MmeLesedieneIwillmarryher

oneday.Withhergasemogotshamikiwang

Ken:ijoyouarearisktaker.Ican'tbesuretomarry

some1keisekeutwediloTsedingwe.

Alex:hahammewenalaitaakayou'refromfarwith

yourchicsincelastyear.

Ken:yahIbrokehervirginityat16.I'mgoingto

marryhermmeenebutitwon'tstopmefrom

experiencingotherthingsgakelekoGabs.



Alex:YouandObareplayingwithrelationships.

NnatotaifIcouldfindaperfectgirlIwon'tplay

around

Ken:hahahayouwilltellmeoneday.Shapmonna

Alex:hahahashapKenzo

Hehungup,KenthendialedObandinvitedhimto

cometothesessionalso.

AtLesedi'shouse

LesedirakedtheyardwhileBobosatonthe

wheelbarrowchattingwithher.Theboyswere

kickingtheirballatthefarcorneroftheyard.

Bobo:heySedi,wareaccountyaoladyenale



bokafemoteng?

Lesedi:what?

Bobo:yahImeanisthereenoughmoneyforusto

survivefrom.Sincesheleftdidyoucashsomething?

Shesnapped.

Lesedi:Boboreally?Youareherenowlookingatme

likeyouarewatchingafilm.WhileIworkcleaning

theyard.Andyouareaskingmeaboutmummy's

moneywhileyouaretheelderbrotherwithnothing

toprovide.Theworstpartonalengwanagonefa.I

haven'ttakenanymoneyfrommymother'saccount

rra.

Bobo:gagoomanweSedikenekebotsafela.Sore

dirajangkaseshabo.Kebonesefedile.



Lesedi:wewillcookbeans.Thentomorrowcabbage.

I'mgoingtobuymeatonlynextweek.Gompieno

therearethingswecansurviveon.

Bobo:beansandcabbage?BeansorayaJangSedi,

reshabakatsone?

Lesedi:yes

Bobo:ahwaganamysisterwhycan'tweswipe

namafelaya200thenweputinthefridgeretla

nnarekokotetsa.

Ashespokeheearnedavenomousglarefrom

Lesedi.Theangerinhereyeswasnottoohardto

notice.

Lesedi:youngasIamBobo.Iamnotgoingtoallow



youtosithereandfinishmymotherslasthard

earnedcashthenwalkaway.Mymotherislying

thereinrealpain.Wenayouwanttobechoosywith

food.Ifwearegoingtouseherlastmoneynow,

Whentheyareemergenciesthatneedmoneywhat

willwedo.BoboIamnotbuyinganymeatnow.If

youwantmeatyouwillgooutthereworkandbuy

meat,mamaosiile,dinawa,morogoandphane.We

aregoingtoeatthemfelasentle.Legoneweare

goingtostopexpectingMmaChedutodishforus

everyday.Wewilljustcookhereinourmother's

house.

Bobo:SedikanaeverytimeItrytomake

conversationyoushout,whyoleangryso.

Lesedi:I'mangrycosmymotherishelplessthere

andIhavetobecomeamotheratthisage.Okae

MmagweRea?Didn'tyoutellherthewomanthat

hasbeenlookingafterhersonisnowsick.Rea,isa

troublesomekidwasenya.Reagaautlwe,rea



needstobebathed.Reaneedsfoodandbothhis

parentsarefoldinghandsanddoingnothing.I'm

tiredBobo,I'mtiredoftalkingcareofyourson.Ke

motsayajaakannakebutthefactthathermother

isrelaxingonwadikhadikomatsilojekwagontena

mo.

Bobo:yaheishMoratioganangwanakanagapewa

itaolacherielegorianashelefttwomoreofherkids

gonekogabonewhoareyoungerthanReasoeish.

Gonewefailedkangwanayo.Letmegooutke

batiledipiecejobgongwenkabonasengwe.

Lesedi:sowagodiraJang.Towardsendofyear

youhavetoregisterhimforstandard1.Hecouldbe

doingstd1thisyearoratleastreceptionclass.So

howareyougoingtoregisterhimwithoutbirth

certificate.

Bobo:ahIwilljusttakehimtoschooltheyWill

registerhimdon'tworry



Lesedi:theywon'twithoutthebirthcertificate

Bobo:TheywilloSekawaitsenyastress.Theywill

havetoregisterhimandIwillmakesure.

Lesedi:okay

Bobo:sowhatarewegoingtodo.Shouldn'twestart

lookingforyourfatherarethuse.

Lesedi:Idon'thaveafather.I'mtooangryforthat

manIcan'tfacehim.

Bobo:Sediweethatmanisrichdidn'tyouhearo

lady.Youshouldfightforyourrights.Fagongwe

heissupportingkidswhoaren'tevenhiskids.Let's

callhimrekopegommonaintownketago

boledisa



Lesedi:noI'mnotdoingthat

Bobo:Sedi...

Lesedi:(shouting)IsaidnoBobo.Ifyoudon'tknow

whattodogoinsidethehouseandsleep.Youare

delayingmehereI'mworking.JustgoBobojustgo.

Bobo:(sighedstandingfromthewheelbarrow)ok

givemerragweKgosi'sno.

Lesedi:Boboleavemealonepleasemxm!

Bobo:ahSediyouarenotbeingfair.Bringrragwe

Kgosi'snoIwanttocallhim.Hewillsend

Kgosi'smaintenancemoney

Lesedi:andthendowhatwiththemoney?



Bobo:webuyfoodforthekids

Lesedi:hahahabarekids!Goandhussleforyour

childMr.NgwanawagarragweKgosio1.AndI'm

notgoingtogiveyouhisno.

Bobo:WaphaphawaitseLesediwhydoyouthinkoa

relaola.Mamahasgivenyousomuchpower.its

boring.Mcm!Keatswakeeta.

Lesedi:goandleavemealoneweareusedtonot

havingyouaround.

Bobo:Mcm!wantwaelawaitse.

Hecalledoutthekidsandgaveeachofthemahigh

fiveandthenwinkedatthem.



Bobo:Rea,Chief,I'mcomingmalaitaaka

Rea:papa.Wagoretelaeng.

Kgosi:papawewantchipsandsweets

Rea:hahhahgasepapaagago.Akereotholaore

mamagasemamawame

Bobo:heyheyheylonastopsayingthat.

Bobo:Iwillbringchipsne!

Rea:areyousureyouarecomingbackpapa

Bobo:yesI'mcomingbackmyboygoandplay.



Theyranbacktothecornerwheretheycontinued

kickingtheball.

Bobotookhiscapfromthechairattheveranda

whichlookedlikeitwaswashedagesago.Thenhe

gotinsidethehouseandtookhisphone.Hethen

wavedattheboysplayingandleft.Lesedistaredat

himastheangerbrewinginsideherreachedits

peak.Shethentookametalscrapeanduseditto

loadthetrashinthewheelbarrow.Whenshelifted

hereyestotheneighbor'shouse,shesawBridget

standingbytheirveranda.Shepushedthe

wheelbarrowclosertothefenceandwavedather

thenshesignalledforhertocomeover.Bridget

flashedabriefsmileandhesitantlysteppedout

uncertainlywalkingclosertothefence.

Lesedi:HIBridget



Bridget:hiLesedi,Iwasn'tsureyouwerecallingme

orwhat

Lesedi:yesIheardyousayingyouareonFacebook

lasttimewehadachat.

Bridget:yesIam

Lesedi:okthemmaIneedyourhelp.

Beidget:okay

Lesedi:IwanttosearchsomeoneonFacebookjust

withyouraccountbecauseIdon'thaveaFacebook

account.

Bridget:(smilednaughtily)okletmefinish

somethingthenIwillcomethatsidesothatwedo.



Kemang,yourguy?Ishehot?

Lesedi(laughing)nono!Bridgetit'snotmyguyit's

somebodyelse.Letmealsothrowawaythistrash.

Bridget:really?OkIwillbecomingjustnow.

Lesedipushedthewheelbarrowtothedumpingpit

notfarfromtheirhomeandthrewawaythetrash.

Thenshequicklypusheditbackhomecheerfully

lookingforwardtoBridget'shelp.Bridgetquickly

steppedintotheirhouseandputawaythebasketof

cleanlaundrywhichshehasbeenfolding.She

quicklydashedtothelaundrylinetoconfirm

whethertheremaininglaundryhaddried.Thenshe

wentbacktothehouseandtookherphone.She

excitedlysteppedoutfinallylookingforwardto

interactwiththemostbeautifulbutantisocialgirlin

thearea.Thethoughtofknowingthatshewasn't

actuallyasperfectaseachparentinthehood

thought,wasintriguing.Shecurvedherlipswitha



widenaughtygrin..
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Bridgetbumpedonhermotherattheentrancewho

lookedatherconfused.

Hermother:oaboosianelakaeneBridgy?Eneese

goreyouarepackingthecloset?

Bridget:yesIwillfinishupwhenIcomebackI'm

goingtoLesedi'shouse.

Hermother:Lesedi!IneverknewyouareLesedi's



friend.I'vealwayswishedyoucouldbecosshe

seemsanobedientchild.

Bridger:wearenotfriendssheaskedmetohelpher

withsomething.Lesediisalwaysseriousmama

evenifyoucantalktoheraboutnicestafflikelet's

gototheparkorgame'sroomsheisalwaysbusy

cleaningorraking.Sheistoouptightlefagotwebo

obedient,ahwaboranyana.

Hermother:wenangwanakekanastayingathome

isataboomogowena.Todayoitikileimsurprised.

Lesediisagoodgirlandahardworker.Mmaagwe

gaankeaopiwaketlhogojaakaborona.Heela

ebile,Iheardhermomisillandhospitalizedat

Nyangabgwe.

Bridget:really?Ididn'tknow.Shemsletmegoand

hearoutwhatkindofhelpsheneeds



Hermother:todayyoureallyswitchedonthe

workingmodemygirl.Youwashedallthatlaundry?

Bridget:youknowmama,Idon'tminddoinglaundry.

Asforcookingandotherthings,ahno!

Hermother:hahaha,mmekanaagirlshouldloveall

thehousechores,you'vegotmochoice.Shapnana

letmenotdelayyou.

Bridget:hahahaOKshapmama.

ShehurriedouttoLesedi'shouse.Meanwhile

Lesedisteppedoutfromthehousewithtwoplastic

chairsandplacedthemintheveranda.Shesat

downandwaitedforBridgetwhoimmediately

camethrough.

Lesedi:HIBridgysetilokeseo



Briget(hersmilewastoobigforherroundface):hi

Sedihowareyoudoing?

Shecouldn'tstopnoticingtheevidentpaininher

eyesasshecurvedherlipsflashingabriefsmile.

Lesedi:I'mgooddear.Ialwayslookatyouoya

Materspei,kebokerekanamamafaaneasa

diegagonkwadisaIcouldbedoingformfouralso.

Bridget:yeahit'sreallynotbadthough.nextyearyou

wilbethere.Ihearyourmomisnotwell.

Lesedi:yahthemmawena.Andit'sreallystressing

me,sheishospitalized.ButIprayeverydayforGod

tohealher.Nextweekwearegoingbacktoschool,

Idon'tknowifIwillmanagetoconcentrate.



Bridget:shewillgetwell.YouworktoohardLesedi,

youshouldsometimesrelax.Ialwaysseeyoudoing

something.Youshouldvisitmesometimesre

tshamekascrubbleormonopolyjustsomethingto

getyourmindoffthings.

Lesedi:IactuallyforgeteverythingwhenI'mworking

butthanksfortheinviteIwillcomebysomeday.Ke

tshabayourmomthough.

Bridget:mmeenewagoratakana.Shewillbe

happyifyoucouldcomeby.

Lesedi:hahahareally!

Bridget:yesshewasactuallyhappythatI'mcoming

here.Sheisalwayspreachingaboutyoueveryday.

Lesediisobedient,sheworkshard,sheisalways

home,blahblah.WaitsekanaLesediyou'veseta

pacethatwearefailingtoreachinthishood.



Lesedi:hahahaaommaI'mnotthatperfect

Bridget:youaremma,orebolaisabatho.Mamafela

fakerekeboafa,shewillbelike,akoonneoetsa

Lesedi,Bridgetandstayhomeeish!

Lesedi:hahasorry

Bridgey:hahaha!YousaidIshouldhelpyousearch

someoneinfb.Whoistheluckyguy?

Lesedi:hahait'snotaguyBrigdy.Pleasedon'ttell

anyone,it'smyfather.MaybeIwillfindwhoheis

cosapparentlygatweonfbpeopleexposetheir

lives.(narrowingherbigbeautifuleyesandkeeping

astraightface)I'msoangryatthismanBridgy.For

16yearsheabondonedmeandmamastruggled

raisingus.Mxmmenthough!



Bridget:eishmencanbeaproblemSedi,Imsorry

aboutthat.IthankGodthatmyfatherthoughhe

andmamaarenolongertogetherheistryinghis

besttosupportus.Let'ssearchhim.What'shis

name.

Lesedi:JacobBasiame

Bridget:Basiame?

Lesedi:yes

Bridget:(narrowinghereyesthoughtfully)Ihavea

classmateofthatsurname

Lesedi:aoreally?



Bridget:yesKeletsoBasiame.Ebileshejust

requestedmeonfbmaloba.Letmeshowyouher

Picmaybesheisrelatedtoyourfather

Lesedi:yahletmeseeher

BridgetsearchedforKellyBasiameandclickedon

myprofile.Therewereseveralofmyselfiespouting

anddoingfunnyfaces.Shealsocameacrossmy

fullybodypicturewearingaroyalbluebandage

dressandblockheels.

Bridget:heresheismmaKeletso.Sheismy

classmate.IthinkhermomdrivesaBenzcosshe

oncepickedheratschooleventheothertimewhen

therewasaPTAmeetingshecamekaBenzesilver

Grey.ButIhaven'tseenherfather.

Lesedi:(thoughtfully)Iwonderifsheknowsmy

father.sheisbeautiful.



Bridget:hopefullymaybesheishernieceor

something.

Lesedi:onnakae?

Bridget:somewhereattheblocksI'mnotsureifit's

block7or8.

Leasedi:really?kanamamasaidmyfatheris

stayinginsomehugemansionatblock8

Bridget:serious?Whatifsheisyoursister,likehalf

sister.

Lesedi:hahahahno!Idoubtmaybehalfcousinif

thereissomethinglikethat.

Bridget:cometothinkofitbutyoulooklikeher



though.

Lesedi:hahahaBrigdyyouarejustsaying.

Bridget:theeyes.Bigbeautifuleyesandthelips.

WowleatshwanaLesedi.Justthatyouaremore

beautifulthanKeletso.Yourbodyisnicerthanhers

butalmostsimilar.Complexionlediyellowbone

lotlhe.Heywowthisisinteresting

Lesedi:hahahayougirlIdon'tlooklikethisgirl

themma.OksearchJacobmma.That'smyinterest

BridgettypedJacobBasiameandclickedonthe

searchicon.Hisprofilepoppedoutandseveral

otherJacobs.Shethenclickedonthefirstprofile

andflickedthroughhisprofile.onhisjobprofilehe

wroteCEOatJakesBConstruction.ThenLesedi

tookthephoneandflickedthroughhisprofile.The

fewchangeswerehimupdatinghisprofilepicture.



Hedidn'thavemuchactivityinhisprofileexcept

fewfunnymemeswherehewastaggedand

footballposts.Shescrolleddownhisprofiletotwo

yearsbackandshecameacrossuploadedpictures

captioned:Ichoosemylittlefamily,familyvacation

things.Theposthadover200likesandreactions.

Shefuriouslyclickedhertongueassheclickedon

eachpicture.Thefirstwashimandhiswife

captioned.TheKingandqueenofthehouse.They

broadlysmiledposinginfontofbigfancybuildings

thatshewasnotfamiliarwith.Herheartsank

lookingatthehappinessintheireyes.

Thenthenextonewasafamilyphotoandbehind

themwassomethingliketheseawithvastwater

andwhitepeoplemindingtheirownbusiness.they

werefiveofthem.Shequicklyflippedthroughit

angryatthishappymanthatbetrayedhermother

foryears.Thentherewasthispicturecaptioned:my

oneandonlyprincessandLesedilookedcloselyto

thegirlandgrittedherteethtostopherJawsfrom

dropping.



Lesedi:areyouseeingwhatI'mseeingBridgy?

Bridget:what?

Lesedi:whoisthisgirl?Lookclosely

BridgetcoveredhermouthasherJawsdropped

Bridget:that'sKeletso.Arekehisprincess.Itoldyou

Keletsomightbethisman'sdaughter

Lesedi:isitevenpossiblethatthismancouldhavea

childofmyage.Elegorehemadeourmothers

pregnantatthesametime?

Bridgy:yesitpossiblemendothat.



Lesedscrolledfurtherthroughthepictures.

Lesedi:andthereistheotherguy,hisPicis

captioned,myPrince,thefirstbornandthereisalso

alittleboy.Thisisacompletefamilyoffivewhere

doIfit.Anditseemstheyaresowellofandthis

kindofperfectfamiliesthatgoforholidaysoutside

thecountry.MaybethisisthewrongJacobthis

mancan'tbemyfather.

Bridget:whatifheis

Lesedi:Idoubt.ThanksforyourhelpBridget

Bridger:welcome.Areyounotgoingtoinboxhim

andaskorkegokopelenoyagaKeletso

Lesedi:noitsokaythanksI'mnotinboxinghim



Bridget:ok

Lesedi:Thanksonceagainforyourtimeandhelp.

Letmebaththeboysandstartpreparingfordinner.

Brisget:okaybyeSedi

Shetookherphoneandwalkedawaylostin

thoughts.Leseditookthechairsinsidethehouse

andcalledouttheboysforbathingasMmaChedu

cameinthroughtocheckthem.

OnSaturdayafternoonatCrestaThapama

Ken,Ob,Oreneile,LoneandIsatbythepoolside

drinkingcocktailsaswewaitedfor,Alextoarrive.

ObandIgotintothepoolastherestremained

captiveonthechairschatting.Loneworriedly

lookedaroundboredthatshedidnothaveapartner.



ShestoleaquickglanceatOreneilesittingonKen's

lapwhokeptticklingher.Sherolledhereyes

directingthemtomeasObheldmywaistand

kissedmylipsinsidethepool.Shestood.

Oreneile:whereareyougoing?

Lone:IthinkIshouldjustleaveyouguys,I'mbored

hela.

Oreneile:aommacan'tyoujustgetinthepooland

swim

Lone:ngngletmegoit'sbeen30minuteswaiting

forthisAlexofyoursheisnotcomingsoit'sbestI

gokeaboregatota

Oreneile:ahmmapleasewaitabit.(toKen)babe

can'tyoucallAlexandconfirmifheisstillcoming.



Ken:heiscomingthemmaLonzarelaxandhavefun.

Heisjustlatebutheiscoming.

Lone:OKI'mwaitingjustfor15minthenIgo.

Oreneile:butcan'tyoujusthangwithusevenifAlex

isnotcoming.Imeanthisisnotreallyabouthaving

apartnerit'sabouthavingfun.

Lone:funwithwhocosyouarebusywitheachother.

LookatKeletsosincewecamehereshejustsaidhi

andhasbeenbusywithherguyshedoesn'teven

carewhetherI'mfineornot.Kooreit'slikeIdon't

exist.SoIdon'twanttodisturbyouguysit'sOKI

willgohome.

Oreneile:aomma

Ken:buttrustmeAlexiscoming



Lone:okay

Sheremovedherseethroughshirtdressand

remainedwithherturquoisebluebikinisheclimbed

intothepoolandswamacrossandemergedatthe

otherend.

MeanwhileObandIsteppedoutofthepool.Ipulled

mytowelfrommybackpackandwrappedmyself

thenIsatonthechairandorderedaglassofwine

fromthewaitresswhohasbeenlingeringaround.

Obrushedtotheloowithhisbackpack.Onthe

othersideKenandOreneilestoodandheldhands

takingawalkaroundthehotelareagigging.

Suddenlyaverytallcoffeecoloredmantowered

overme,lookingaroundmorelikehewaslooking

forsomeone.JustaglanceatthisguyIgasped.He

hadthekindoffacethatstoppedyouinyourtracks.



HisbodystructureremindedmeofthesemenI've

seenfrommostblackAmericanmovies.Damn!this

wasthekindofguythatI'vealwaysdreamtabout.

Hisheightwaseverygirl'sdream.Heworeabody

huggingwhitegolftshirtwithavisibleblacktick.A

pairofblackjeansandNikesneakers.Andthe

watch!Whatafashionstatement.Heslowly

glancedatmeandcamecloser.Heflashedabroad

grinbeforehesoftlyspokegreetingme.Thiswasa

manofanygirlsdreams.Hehadasmoothflawless

skinandwelltrimmedattractivebeard.Ismiled

backandloudlygreetedhimstaringathispinkish

softlipsthatIcrazilywantedtofeel.

Amonghisfinefeatureswashishighbridgednose

betweenhiseyes.Hiseyes,belowhisthickbrows,

werefullofintensity,veryseductiveImustsay.He

saidsomethingandIdidn'thearhimcosmymind

wasstillprocessinghiskindofbeauty.That

momentItotallyforgotthatIhadaguyandifonly



thisonecouldhitonme,Iwillnotaskquestions.I

swear...
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Suddenlyaverytallcoffeecoloredmantowered

overme,lookingaroundmorelikehewaslooking

forsomeone.JustaglanceatthisguyIgasped.He

hadthekindoffacethatstoppedyouinyourtracks.

HisbodystructureremindedmeofthesemenI've

seenfrommostblackAmericanmovies.Damn!this

wasthekindofguythatI'vealwaysdreamtabout.

Hisheightwaseverygirl'sdream.Heworeabody

huggingwhitegolftshirtwithavisibleblacktick.A

pairofblackjeansandNikesneakers.Andthe

watch!Whatafashionstatement.Heslowly



glancedatmeandcamecloser.Heflashedabroad

grinbeforehesoftlyspokegreetingme.Thiswasa

manofanygirlsdreams.Hehadasmoothflawless

skinandwelltrimmedattractivebeard.Ismiled

backandloudlygreetedhimstaringathispinkish

softlipsthatIcrazilywantedtofeel.Amonghisfine

featureswashishighbridgednosebetweenhis

eyes.Hiseyes,belowhisthickbrows,werefullof

intensity,veryseductiveImustsay.Hesaid

somethingandIdidn'thearhimcosmymindwas

stillprocessingthekindofbeauty.ThatmomentI

totallyforgotthatIhadaguyandifonlythisone

couldhitonme,Iwillnotaskquestions.Iswear..

Him:areyouokay?

Me:ohokayI'mfine,whatdidyousay?

Him:hahahakeabonagoregaoyofathemma.

Whatisstressingsuchaprettywoman?



Iblushedatthesoundofhisvoice.BeingReferred

toasprettybysuchahandsomemanwasmy

highlightoftheday.

Me:haha!nothingreallyhahdon'tmindme.

Him:okayI'mlookingformyfriendswewere

supposedtohanghereandI'mkindoflateIdon't

knowiftheyaregoneorwhat.Letmejustcallthem

BeforeIcouldanswerObapproachedfromthe

bathroomsdressedinhisjeansandtshirtcarrying

hisbackpack.Thehandsomeguyturnedaround

takingouthisphone.AndhiseyesmetOb.

Alex:ahdudeIwasjustabouttocalloneofyou.I

justarrivedthebannadon'tkillmeforbeinglate.I

lostTrackoftime.Itookanap



Theylaughedoutloudbumpingshouldersandthen

fists.Isigheddisappointed.Damnit!whyonearth

shouldObknowhim..

Ob:hahamonnayouarelateyouneedapunishment.

(whisperingtohisears)

Yourchickeyoomometsing.Shenearlyleft.

Alex(bitinghislips)yousayso?damnkebatilego

jesakesaikanyasepe.

Icuriosilystaredatthemwonderingwhattheywere

whisperingabout.

Ob:ahwherearemymanners,letmeintroduceyou

tomylady.(theyturnedtome)thisismybabeKelly.

BabethisismyfriendandclassmatefromJunior

school,seniorandtertiarywecomefromfar.



Iblushedagainandsmiledathimstillstaringat

himbutcouldn'tdenythatthatlaststatementOb

justsaidmadethewholesituationworse.Iwill

neverhavethetasteofthisguyifheismy

boyfriend'sbestfriend.Damnit!

Alex(givingmehishand)wownicemeetingyou.

Sheissuchabeautifulwoman.We'vebeenchatting,

kemotsenyadingalokesaitsegoreketlareke

Batabomang.KantekeBualeMmaKgosi.Ahthat's

wonderfulMmaOb.

Me(blushingbutstilldisappointedthattheyare

friends)nicemeetingyoutoo

Ob:babeboOreneilebailekae?

Me:Ithinktheyarejustwalkingaround.Letmego

andchangethebikiniskeasitwakana.



Itookoffmytowelandwalkedtothebathroom

carryingmybackpackonmyshoulderandswinging

myhipsfromsidetoside.Wishingthathecould

atleastrecognizemybodyandfeelwhatIfelt.

ObandAlexapproachedLoneinthepoolwhowas

busyswimmingandunawareofwhatwasgoingon.

AlexsquattedwhereLonehadbeenemergingand

puthishandonthepoolfeelingthewater.Ob

foldedhisarmsstaringathim.Lonecameoverwith

abackstrokeandemergedjustbyAlex'sfeet.Alex

smiledandlockedhiseyeswithhers.

Alex:withenoughpracticeandtrainingyoucanbe

anOlympicswimmer.

Lonenoticedhisfinefeaturesandsweetdeepbut

calmvoiceandshesmiledbackandsatdownwith

herlegsinthewater.



Lone:(withablush)reallybutI'mjustlearning.Have

neverreallybeenaswimmer.Imjustbored

Alex:bored?Buthowcanaprettyladysuchasyou,

justbeboredinaplacelikethis.Ipresenttoyou

myself!theendtoyourboredomMisspretty.

(Givingherhishand)

Loneblushedandsmiledbroadlygivinghimher

handandhehelpedherstand.Theywalkedholding

handstothechairsasIapproachedfromthe

bathroomlookingatthem.Ifeltastirofjealous

insideofmethinkingthatLonewasgonnatakethis

cuteguyjustlikethat.Thiswasmycrush.Theysat

downandchattedasIjoinedObatourchairs.

Alex:MissPrettylady,nnakebidiwaAlexandyou

are?



Lone:WowyouarethefamousAlexI'vebeentold

about,wow.ImLone

Alex:yesLonzaBae.Sorryforkeepingyouwaiting

forawhile,hereIam.

Lone:ahahnoproblemI'mgladyouarehere.Wow

I'mactuallyhappytoseeyou.

Alex:Iammorethanhappybabe.Okletmecallthe

waitertoorderusdrinks

Lone(smiling)ok

Hesignaledtothewaitertocomeoverandtake

theirorderasIstoleaglanceatthemunableto

concentrateonmychatswithOb.



Alex:soMissLonzatellmeaboutyourself.

Lone:hahaOK,mynameisLoneRoberts,uhmI'm

18.SchoolingatMaterspei.Ahwhatelseyou

wannaknow?

Alex:okareyouseriousyouare18?Youlook16to

me.Aren'tform4s16or17bogoloLone.

Lone:I'm18.

Alex:okyouwanttotellmeyouatrtedschoolat8

years.

Lone:(hesistantly)yahsomethinglikethat.

Alex:oktellmemoreaboutyourself.



Lone:uhmIdon'tknowwhat'smoretosay.

Alex:okayLonewhatareyourdreams,whatdoyou

wanttodowhenyoufinishschool?

Lone:ahIneverreallythoughtaboutitmaybea

hairdressercosmyaunttaughtmehowtoplaita

fewstyles

Alex:hairdresser,areyouserious?That'sallyou

dreamLone?whydoyougoschoolifyouwantto

beahairdresser?

Lone(shamefully)Idon'tthinkIwillmanagetogo

toUBcosgothatatotaAlexandIhearthe

governmentsponsors36pointsandabove.Ionly

managed30pointsforthepasttwotermsafteralot

ofstrugglelegone.soIthinkIwilldohairdressing



Alex:okaybutLoneyouneedtodreambig.

Hairdressingcanbeyourparttimejobitcan'tbe

yourdream.Dreamforacertainprofessionitwill

motivateyoutoworkhard.I'manurseLonebut

whenIwasyourageIalwaysdreamttobeadoctor.

Ididn'tgetenoughpointstodoMedicinebutatleast

Igotinthehealthprofession.Imstillgoingtowork

hardtoatleastexcelinmyfield.Youcan'ttellmeif

youworkextrahardyoucanfailtojustgetthe6

pointstomake36pointsoreven10tomake40.

YouarestillyoungprincessandnnaIfyouare

goingtobemygirlyoushouldbeadreamer.

Lone:ok

Alex:doyouhaveaboyfriend?

Lone:no

Alex:okwhathappenedtoyourboyfriend



Lone:rekgaogane,wewerejustnotclicking

Alex:okay.Butyoushouldn'tbedrinkingatyourage

Iseeyouorderedalcohol.YouarestillyoungLone

alcoholisnotgoodforsomeoneasyoungasyou

Lone:ok

Alex:IseeI'mirritatingyousorry.Ihavealittle

sisteralmostyourageIdon'treallyliketaking

advantageoflittlegirlscoseachtimeIthinkof

doingthatithinkofmysister.SookaynowI'm

donewithmylecturesprincess.Let'shavefun

Loneheavedahugesighrelieved.

Thewaiterbroughttheirdrinksandtheyenjoyedas

theycontinuedchatting.OreneileandKenalso



camebackandweallgatheredcloserchattingas

wesatonourmen'slaps.Itwaskindoffuneven

thoughImustadmitthatIwasjealousofmyfriend

Lone.Thechillsessionlastedtill630whenwe

dispersedtodifferentdirections.

AtSam'shouse

Samandhiswifecuddledontheirbigkingbed

whileMiaplayedoutsideatherplaygroundwith

Yaronaandheraunt'stwins.

MmaagweFIfi:eishthesekids'noiseistoomuch

honey.I'vetriedamilliontimestoremindMiathat

whentheyplayatherplaygroundtheyshouldjust

staythereandstoprunningtoourroomsidebut

owaigotshwanafelamogongwanake.

Sam:hahaha!PrincessMiaisthebossbabe,retla

reng.Kegorebuildingtheplaygroundatthebackof



herroomwasnothelpfulatall

MmaagweFifi:hahaha!ebilefaakabonabaeng

ngwanakeennabosstotashewillrunthewhole

yard.

Sam:yahsebolawakebodututhat'swhytodayke

bonehelagorekeegomotseeladichomikanafaa

lenosingwanakediknocknkabodisafele

Mmagwe:haha!mygirleveryminute:mamacanI

get....Pear,mamacanIgeta....Polony.Otla

tsenelelamopakootheeishbatho.

Sam:hahaha,babekanawe'vebeeninvitedtoa

surprisebirthdaypartyforMmagweBobobyJacob.

MmaagweFifi:hahawow!Jacobhasgrownupthis

daysokgonagodirelamosadidiparty?Kanago



kopelwawenamalov

Sam:hahayahIthinkheisgettingbetterthisdayso

lathagotshamekelaruri

MmaagweFifi:that'sgoodgonemme,Mmagwe

Bonnieisagoodwoman.Weknowthateverything

thatJacobhaskefagogatangmosadiyole.It'sa

goodthingthatheisfinallyappreciatingher.That's

agoodthing

Sam:akeremylove.That'swhatIthought.Itis.

MmagweFIfi:Sowhattimeistheparty?

Sam:6pmonSaturdayatMarangGardens

MmaagweFifi:perfectwewillbethereketla



baakanyaouroutfitsandgift.

Sam:gatwegagokgabiwethatamylovehaha.

Mmaagwe:Ican'taffordnotto,Iwillbeanexception

then.

Sam:hahawenakanababereaboreagokgabare

lenosi

MmaagweFifi:batlaiponawewon'tdropour

standardforanyone.

Sam:hahacomeherelove

Hepulledhercloserandpassionatelykissedher

lips.



MmagweFifi:babeIhavetogoforprayeratthe

hospitaltomorrowafterchurchwithsomechurch

womenapparentlythereisawomanwakoboblock

1kwasheiscriticallyillgatwecancer.Wearegoing

toprayforher.

Sam:thereisnothingassexyasawomanthatloves

theLord.YoucangoanddoGod'sworkmylove.

Maythatwomanbehealed.

MmagweFifi:yoursupportistoomuchineverything

RragweFifi.Iloveyoutothemoonandback

Sam:that'snice.

HeFrenchkissedheragainandtheyplayedaround

ontheirbigbedthrowingpillowsandticklingeach

otheruntillateeveningwhenSamrememberedthe

kids..



1weeklater
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1weeklater

ItwasaSaturdayafternoon,DaddyandIarrivedat

CrestaMarangat4pmtocheckonthesetupwhile

mummyremainedaloneathomedoingherworkin

thelaptop.WehavedroppedYarryatuncleSam's

housebeforewelefttothehotel.Suddenlyathome

MmaMmuso'scallcamethrough.

Mommypicked



Mavis:HelloMmagweSunshine

Mmammuso:helloMmaagweBonnie

Mavis:hahaeishI'mworkingonthatinitiativeItold

youaboutwhichwilleaseourauditingprocesses.

Wannapitchtotheboardnextweek

MmaMmuso:that'smylady!Kegoitsekego

tshephabosslady.

Mavis:hahahammekanayouaremymotivation.

YouaregoingtoproofreadformebeforeIpitch.

MmaMmuso:hahaOKIwillgladlydothat.Ican't

wait.MmaagweBonnieIhaveabriefdinnerwith

ourexternalauditorsat6pm,Maranggardens.They

saidtheywanttoappreciateourprocessesand



shareafewtips.Itisjustachillsessionnoneedto

bringlaptopsandpleasedresstokill.Willyou

managetocomeoryouhaveplanswithJacob

Mavis:ohyahthatsoundsinterestingIwillloveto

come.JacobisoutwiththekidsIdon'tthinkba

nthoka.Haha!thoughit'smybirthdaybutwenever

reallycelebrateit.Itwillbeachanceebileto

celebrate.LetmecallhimkemmolelelebutIdon't

reallythinkhewillhaveaproblemwithme

attending.

MmaMmuso:okthatwillbeawesome.Itriedtotell

themit'sshortnoticebuttheyinsisted.Ifyouare

pressedwithyourfamilyIwillletthemknowand

maybegoalone.Butitwillbeawesometobewith

you.Withyourvastexperienceinthefielditwillbe

mucheasierforme.Textmeaftertalkingtohubbs.

Mavis:yahIwilltextyou.ForsureI'mcomingmme

kelaelefela



MmaMmuso:okaythanksdear

Shehungupandimmediatelydialeddaddy.She

toldhimabouthereveningdinnerwithMmaMmuso

todoworkstaff.Daddywinkedatmesmilingand

agreedthatit'sokayforhertogo.Shehungupand

excitedlytextedMmaMmusothatshewillbethere.

Shecheerfullyputherlaptopawayandlooked

throughtheclosetforasuitabledress.

Shetookoutanavybluevelvetdesignerdresswith

silverdetailsonthechestandalongslitattheback.

Shealsotookoutredheelswithaslingandherred

envelope-likeclutchbag.Shethoughttoherself:

Mavis:afterallitsmybirthdayIneedtolookgood.

Shelookedherselfthroughthemirrorandfrowned

atheroldconrows.Shethenrememberedthatshe



onceboughtaveryexpensivePeruvianwigwhen

ontripinJohannesburgalongtimeback.Shehad

tosearchthroughherclosetbecauseshedidnot

evenknowwheresheputit.Shefinallyfoundit

fromoneofherdrawersandsmiledadmiringit.

Shepulleditofffromtheplasticbagandworeiton

herheadcoveringupthemessedupconrows.She

thensmiledadmiringherbeauty.Sheputoutall

heroutfitnicelyonthebedandtheaccessories.

Shequicklysteppedintotheirbathroomtotakea

bathInpreparationforthedinner.

AtCrestaMarangGardens

daddyandIconversedwiththewaiterin

preparationfortheparty.

Waiter:Thisistheconferenceroomyouwillbe

usingMrBasiame.Itsetsupfor20people.Wehave



madeadiscountonyourbuffetsinceit'smother's

DAYweekend.Thereforeinsteadof120perplate,it

willbeP110.Wewillalsoofferdifferentcocktailsat

discountedpricesincaseanyofyoumaywantto

ordercocktails.

Me:wowthisisamazing!

Jacob:thanksalotforthatmysister.Wereally

appreciateyourgoodservice.Yoursetupisalso

amazing.Wearegoingbacktofreshenup.Wewill

bebackaround545pmtowaitforourguestsarrival

Waitress:thanksalot.Whenyoucomebackyou

willaskformeifyouneedhelp.I'mBonoloasper

mynametag.

Jacob:okaysuresis



DaddyandIgotinthecarandhedroveoffto

MmaagweTina'shousetopickthecake.Daddy

sloweddownatablock3bhchouseandwe

steppedoutofthecarandenteredMmaagweTina's

home.Weknockedandwereallowedin.Mmagwe

Tinasmiledbroadlyusheringusinhersittingroom.

Therewasabigwhiteboxbytheirdinnertable

whichIsuspectedwasthecakeandnexttoitwas

anotherrectangularmediumsizebox

MmagweT:(withabroadgrin)goodafternoonMr

Basiameandhellobeautifulgirl

Me:dumelang

Daddy:helloMmagweT.

MmaagweT:yourorderissoready.Comeandsee.



Westoodbythedinnertableassheopenedupthe

boxes.Wejumpedforjoytothebeautyofherwork.

ThecakewasapeachChanellehandbagwithaset

ofmakeupbesideitandwordsontheboardwere:

'HappybirthdaywifeyMavis.'

IntheotherrectangularboxI'vebeencuriousabout

weremuffinswithwordshappymothersdayMavis.

Me:wow!

MmaagweT:the9muffinsarejustagift.Sinceit's

mother'sdayIthoughtIshouldjustgiveyou

somethingextraforyourqueenasawayof

thankingyouforgivingmebusiness.

Me:,woow!wow!Wow!thisissobreathtakingokare

nkaLela.Wevebeengettinggiftseverywhere.



Daddy:amazinglybeautiful!MmagweTinayouare

sotalented.Thisiswhatwewantedandmore.We

aremorethanhappyforyourgoodgesture.Thatis

sothoughtfulofyou.Wethinkweareblessedthat

ourpartyisonthemothersdayweekend.Our

queenwilllovethis

MmaagweTina:I'mgladyoulovethem.Moke

paselanyanafela.

Me:butit'sbeautifulmmaandthecakeisexactlyas

thePic.Ineverreallythoughtyouwilldoitasthe

Pic.Ithoughtkebontlejwainternetfelakantethere

aregiftedhandslikeyours.

MmaagweT:hahahakealeboganana,Itry.

Bathongtsamayangnnakebatlagoipaakanyetsa

partyrragweTinahatsenafaotlaboakgotlakey

kesantsekerekaipaakanya.Seeyoulater.



Daddy:hahaha.Seeyoummakanabatsadiletsaya

bo2hoursgoipaakanyatlareSekaragoDiamma.

DaddytookouthiswalletandgaveheraP200note

whichwasthebalanceforthecake.Hehappilytook

thecakeboxtothecarwhileIfollowedhimwiththe

muffins.

Me:daddyIwantustopassbythefloristintownto

gettheflowersformama.Ithinknowthat

mmaagweTinahasdonethemother'sday

cupcakesforher,Iwillhavetogiveherflowersand

writeamessageforher.Thisisthesamelady

whereIorderedtheprintedballoons.

Daddy:okayprincessyouarethebestteammatein

organizingallofthis.Iwouldn'thavemanaged

withoutyou.ComeDecemberwewillbedoingyour

17thoryouwantabigbashfornextyearat18..



Me:thisyearwewillhaveasmallsessionNextyear

kebigbashdaddyobviously

Daddy:hahaokayprincess.

HedroveofftotheFloristswherewegottwo

bunchesoffreshflowersandtheballoonsprinted,

HappybirthdaymywifeMavis.

WepaidanddrovetouncleSam'shousewherewe

weregoingtodressupforthepartybeforegoing

backtothehotel.AtuncleSam'shouseeveryone

wasbusygettingreadyfortheparty.Wealso

freshenedupanddressedup.Yarrywastocome

withUncleSam,MmagweFifiandMia.Daddykept

communicatingwithMmaMmusototellherhowfar

wewerewiththewholepreparations.

Minuteslaterwewerealmostdone.Everythingwas



ready,thecakewaswellplacednexttothe

decoratedchairforthebirthdaylady.Therewere

centrepiecesofcandlestandsandfreshflowers.

Theguestskeptarrivingandmommy'scallcame

through

Me:hellomommy

Mavis:(sadly)aongwanaka.Notevenasingleyear

hasIeverforrgottenyourbirthdaylewena.Im

surprisedngwagaokagorefromthisfamily

birthdaywisheskennakedibonafelamogowena

ebileletsatsilephirimile.Imherealonedon'tknow

whatyouandyourdadarebusywith

Me:ahmamadon'tbesadlikethis.I'mcoming

homenowtocookforyou.MmagweFifionea

nkopilegorekemothusesengwe.Daddylong

droppedushereleYarryrethotsekwano.Butmme

nekesalebalakabirthday.Nekentsekeplanne

gorewhenwefinishI'mcomingtocookdinnerfor



you.Ihavearecipespecialforthisday.I'mcoming

nowmummy.AnywayHappybirthdaymummy!

Mavis:noitsokaygirl.Idintmeanforyoutofeel

bad.KooreIhadalonelydaylotlheleseookarega

sebirthdayyame.ButMmaMmusomademynight.

WehavedinnerforworkthingsatMarang.Ihadto

goanextramileinmakingmyselfcute.Ijustwish

youwerehereonthusagoipaakanyabutItried.

Hahaebilekerwelewigtsabanyana.

Me:wowmommy!wow!Youmustbelooking

beautiful.Sendyourselfiekebone.

Mavis:okletmesend.Anywayshapnana.Iwillbe

leavinghomeinafewminutes.Istillwannaconfirm

leMmaMmusogorekeemelele.

Me:suremommyenjoyyournightit'simportantthat

youenjoyyourbirthday



Ihungupandsmilednaughtilyasallourguests

filledthe15chairs.Leavingtwochairsfor

MmaMmusoandhusbandandofcoursethe

Queenschair.Wehadasmallspeakerwherewe

soflyplayedmusicofCelineDionandotherrelated

artists.FinallydaddyalertedMmaMmusothatwe

wereready.Shethentextmumwholefthome.

UponarrivalatMarangmommydialedMmaMmuso

whodirectedhertowheresheparked.Herhusband

hadalreadyjoinedusattheconferenceroom.She

steppedoutofherBenzandMmaMmuso'sJaws

dropped

MmaM:wowjustwow!

Mum:friendyoulookbeautifullwarengonkgaisa

Jaanaelebirthdayyame



Mmammuso:gaoutlwennakerewowfela.You

lookamazingfriend.Ketshabamothoaturna,o

tswagotsenyamoririwabanyana.Suchanicewig.

IthoughtIwillbeseeingyouwiththosecornrows,

nekeikaketsa.Iyoommayoulookamazing.Happy

birthday!

Mum:hahahareally?Thanksmma.

MmaMmuso:welcome.Mmalet'sgotheteamis

alreadyhere

Mum:nolaptopakere,Ileftmine.

Mmammuso:nolaptopsjustyourclutch.It'sa

refreshingdinner.

Mum:that'sexactlywhatIwantafterspendingthe

wholedayofmybirthdayalone.Kooretsatsieno



familyyamegabanchekegotheleBanabathotse

koo.Ijo!

Theywalkedmajesticallyinsidethehotelholding

theirlongdresseswhichsparkledinthemanylights

ofthehotel.Attheentranceoftheroom,

MmaMmusoreachedforthedoorandslowly

openedastheysteppedin.Thecrowdscreamed,

Suprise!

Mymotherstaggeredbackgaspingforairand

messedhermakeupwithtearsthatshefailedto

control...

HAPPIESTMOTHER'SDAYTOYOUALLMOTHERS.

IT'SAGREATIMMEASURABLEJOBYOUARE

DOING.CROWNYOURSELFTHISDAY.
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Mymotherstaggeredbackgaspingforairand

messedhermakeupwithtearsthatshefailedto

control..

MmaMmusousheredhertoherseatasshekept

wipinghertearswithatissue.

Mommy:bathongtlheletlampolayaI'mnotusedto

this.MmaMmusowhydoyoudothistonemma

eish!

Shefannedherselfwithherclutchbackasweall

laughedoutloud.



MmaagweFifiwastaskedwithbeingtheMcofthe

day.

MmaagweFifi:goodeveningladiesandgentlemen.

I'mtheMcofthisbeautifulsession.Lookatevery

thinghere.Itisbeautiful,andourqueenisonpoint.

Okletmehaveavolunteerprayforusbeforewe

begin.

OurneighborMmaLefikastoodandprayed.

MmagweFifithenaskeddaddytowelcomeallof

usandexplainthepurposeofthesession.Mommy

keptwhisperingtoMmaMmusostillsurprisedthat

shedidn'thaveanycluethatwehaveactually

plannedsomethingasbigasthat.

Daddy:dumelangbagaetshoI'mhappytostand

beforeyoutowelcomeyoutomywife'sbirthday



session.IamhappythatwhenIcalledyouleilela

nkutlwaandactuallyleftallyourhomesandworks

andcamehere.LegonegoreIcanalltrustyouwith

mysecretshahaha.Myqueenlooksverysurprised

golebegagosenayoontshitsengsephiri.Please

feelfreetocelebratewithus.Remohotelengga

gonadintsa

Weallburstintolaughter.

Daddy:Tsedintsiretladithalosakgantele.Babe

justrelaxandenjoythis.It'syourpartyautlwa.It's

notadreambabe.Wediditforyou.Hahaha!sorry

mothowamehamporeretsholetsadibp

Shesmiledlookingathimashespoke.Shecouldnt

stopadmiringthisnewJacob.Shehadnoticedhis

changesforthegoodforthepastfewweeksand

shewasimpressed.



Daddy:let'sdineandwineandhavefun.

HesatdownandMmagweFifistood.

MmagweFifi:Okayaccordingtotheprogramweare

goingtohaveaspeechbyLelefollowedbyRragwe

Fifi,thenMmaMmuso,ebogoreMmaLefika.After

allthesespeecheswewillbeunwrappinggifts,then

dances.WewillhavethelastspeechbyrragweFifi.

AtlastwewillbegivingtoMmaagweBonnieher

gifts.Thenrefreshmentsandlastlycakecutting.

Thenwepartytilllate.Hopeyouallunderstoodthe

programsolet'shearwhatLelehasforus.

Iworeagreenish-bluekneelengthdressmadeof

softsatinyfabricwithaglitteringfinishandgold

stilettos.Istoodandflappedtotheothersidemy

longcurlywig.it'scurlsfallinginprofusionovermy

shoulders.Myshinybanglesrestedhalfway

betweenmyknucklesandwristandsparkledunder

thehotellights.Withthebigcircularearrings



danglingonmyearsIfeltatleast23thanjustthe16

yearsIwas.Iclearedmythroatandmysmiled

widenedintoabrilliantgrin.

Me:goodeveningeveryone.I'mgladtohaveyou

hereatmummy'sbirthdaysession.Thisdayhas

alwaysbeenmydreambutI'mgladmyfathermade

itpossible.Mymotherworkshardformeandmy

siblings.Sheworksalotthatsheendsuplosing

herselfinherwork.Shesleepsaround12,stuckin

herlaptopandonweekendsallshedoesiswork.

Welacknothingathomebecauseofherand

daddy'shardwork.ButasIgrewupIrealized

mommyhaslessleisuretimeinherschedule.so

I'vealwaysdreamtofsomethinglikethis.Where

mummywilljustrelaxandhavefunwiththepeople

closetoher.Andofcoursefeellikeaqueenremo

kgobokanetse.Remofalorato.

AsIspokeIsawmommysmilingthroughhertears

attentivelylookingatme.



Icontinued.

Me:mommyyouarethepillarofourhome.The

backboneandtheloveofmylife.Iwanttothank

youforallthesacrificesyoumadeformeandmy

siblings.Iwanttoappreciateyourefforts.Happy

birthdaymama.Iloveyoutothemoonandback.

MayourgreatLordgiveyoumanymoreyearsso

thatyougrowveryoldtoseeusgetmarriedandto

seeyourgreatgrandchildren.Iloveyoumommy.

Ipausedaseveryonecheeredandululated.I

noticedtearsswellingthroughhereyesasshe

stoodandspreadherarmsembracingme.Shelet

megoafterafewsecondsandIlookedintoher

eyes.Webothsmiled.Itookfromthegiftstablea

bunchofflowersandhandedthemtoheraswellas

anenvelopewithacard.



Me:(smiling)happybirthdaymommy.Tomorrowis

mother'sdayandtheseflowersareforyoufromme

tosaythankyouforbeingthebestmomever.

Mommy:(kissingbothcheeks)thanksamillion

timessweetheartmonatewagotsholakeoneotlhe

bathong.

Isatdownaseveryoneclappedforme.Then

RragweFifi,inanavybluetuxedo,stoodtotalk

aboutmymother.Hespokegreatthingsabouthis

sisterinlaw.Hecouldnotstoppraisingherfor

beingahardworkerforthefamilyandaperfect

partnertohislittlebrother.Hewentontoappreciate

hereffortsinlovingtherestofthefamilyincluding

hersisters.Aswellasbeingprompttoprovideand

supportintimesofneeds.Hedescribedherasa

secondstrongpillaroftheBasiamefamily.Hesaid

theyastheBasiamesons,wereblessedwithangels

thatfilledthevoidtheyhadaftertheylosttheir

parents.Hesaidthoseangelsaremummyand



MmagweFifi.

Hefurtherwentontothankdaddyforthegood

gesturetowardsmymotheroforganizingsuchan

eventtohonorheronherbirthday.Hesaidsuch

actsshouldbedoneoftentocelebratepillarssuch

asmymother.Ijumpedforjoywhenhesaid:

Sam:butIamalsoproudofmyNieceLele.Girlyour

speechwasamazing.BonnakaMavisandJacob,

youraisedherwell.Herconfidenceisoutstanding.

Otshwarejalomotlogolo.Iknowyoudidagreatjob

inassistingyourfathermakethisbeautifulevent.

That'samazingmygirl.Mavishappybirthdaymy

sister.MayGodincreaseyourwisdomandgiveyou

manymoreyears.Ogoleothunyetlhogo.

MummyandIbothsmiledeartoearasuncleSam

satdown.Therestofthepeopleclappedand

cheered.ThenMmaMmusostoodtogiveherbrief

butlovelyspeech.Shesmiledbroadlyandmuttered



softly:

MmaM:MmaB,kanakereMavisismyworkmate

andfriend.We'vebeenworkingtogetherforthe

past6yearssinceIjoinedourorganizationkemo

fithelaentseeletheaccountingguru.Bathongthis

ladyisalovingwoman.Sheischeerful,loyal,

humbleandtrustworthy.Butaboveallhertraitsshe

isahardworker.Sheknowsherjobwellandshe

alwaysworkveryhardtogettheresultsshewants.

Mavissuchagenerouswoman.Asskilledassheis,

tsalaamekemothoyoosatimanengkitso.Shewill

bepatientwithyouagorutaselokalorato.Totago

Buannetetsalayameoloratolekeisengkelebone

gopeespeciallymagarenggaronabasadi.Ke

motholesmilemmetotatota,I'velearnttoloveand

respectmyjobfromthiswoman.Oratatiroya

gagwewithpassion.Jaakalemmonaae

ipaakanyediitse.Sheislookingbeautifulbecause

shethoughtwearecomingtodiscussworkhere.

MmehelaMrBasiameI'mthankfulforyourgesture

towardsyourwoman.Thisisbeautiful.Tsalayame



neededexactlythistoatleastforgetworkone

weekendandhavefun.YouareblessedMav.

Happybirthdayenjoyyourdaymysweetheart.

Shewinkedatherandsatdownaswegavehera

roundofapplause.Thespeechescontinuedas

MmagweLefikawhoisourneighboralsohada

chancetosayafewwordsaboutmommy.Shealso

spokebeautifulthingsaboutherlovingandhumble

character.Listeningtotheirspeeches,Ifeltproudto

beherdaughter.IwishedthatIcouldfollowher

tracksbutIwasasinneralready.ThinkingIwasa

SINNER,Irememberedthecuteguywhowalked

awaywithLonelastSaturday.Ifeltalumpgrowon

mythroat.Mymindwanderedinstantlytocrazily

thinkofhimasmyhusbandonedayanddoing

whatdaddydidtomommy.Ijumpedoffmy

thoughtstothesoundofdaddyclearinghisthroat.

Hestartedexplaininghowblessedhewastohave

Mavisashiswife.Hedescribedherimpactinher



lifeandheexpressedhowmuchhelovedher.He

confessed:

Daddy:Imustadmit,I'maheadachetothiswoman.

Butsheneverinherliferaisedhervoicetalkingto

me.Sheisthemosthumblewomanever.Shebore

mebeautifulchildren.JaakalebonamyPrincess.

Happybirthdaymysweetheart

Hesmiledhandingovertohertheotherremaining

bunchofredrosesasweallcheered.Heplanteda

softkissonherlipsandsteppedbacksittingdown.

Ablushcolouredhercheeksasshestaredather

husband.

MmaagweFificontinuedwiththeprogramand

handedoverthegiftstomymomasshereadout

thenames.Shereceivedseveralgiftsfromallwho

attendedandlastlydaddystoodtohandoverhis

owngift.



Hesmiledgivingheranenvelope.Shetoreitapart

andherjawsdroppedasshestaredatthegift

voucherforfullbodymassageandmanicure.

Mavis:wow!justwow!thisisbeautiful

Jacob:thespeakerssaiditall.Thatyouareahard

worker.Hardworkerslikeyouneedtobepampered

onceinaWHILE.Soyouwillgothereandgetafull

bodymassagebabe.Othubematsadiagobereka

thatamothowame.Thenbagodiredilotsalonatsa

batsadikanagatwemanicure.Haha!

Mavis:ohmyGodwhendidmyhusbandstartbeing

thisromanticmmm!

Jacob:gaoitsedilokabontsimylove.RayaBana

baithibeditsebe



Mavis:hahahababe!

Jacob:moreromancewillberevealedtonightinour

roomhereinMarangmylove.OntopofthisgiftI

bookedusanighthere.

Mavis:wow!wow!Wow!Idon'tknowwhatIdidto

deservethis.Thanksalotmylove.

MmagweFifi:nowit'syourtimetogiveusvoteof

thanks,thequeen.Partyyafela,wewilleatdinner

thencutthecake.GarebatlegoDiadiromancetsa

batho!

Tearsswelledinmummy'seyesasshestood.She

blinkedseveraltimesfightingthembackandsmiled

throughthetears



Mavis:bathongIamspeechless.I'veneverbeenthis

surprisedinmylife.Kegoremokeyonesurprise

tota.Hubbyyou'veoutdoneyourself.Thisissoo

beautiful.Youaresoromantic,it'scute.Thankyou

somuchforbeingsothoughtful.Bringingtogether

alltherightpeopleinmylife.Myprincess,Lele,

thankyouforhelpingdaddypullthisoff.Youare

bothamazing.I'mproudtobeyourmom.Thanks

forthegiftsbathong,you'veoutdoneyourself.I'm

sohumbled.Toeveryonewhoishere,thanksfor

yourpresenceandyourgifts.Bathongthisis

amazing.Everythingisbeautifulkegoreimblessed

toknowallofyou.Selesentiretsengsesentle.

Kooregarekelele.RragweFifileMmagweFifi,I'm

humbledbonkgonne.Seeingyouheremeansalot

tome.MmaMmuso,wenawankolotatsalayame,

hahaha!Onaseriousnote,thanksalot.Thisisthe

bestthateverhappenedtome.Keleratalotlhe.

AndI'mgonnareturnthefavorsomeday.Let's

danceanddine.

Weallcheeredanddancedaroundthenweserved



ourselvestothebuffet.IdishedforYarryandMia

whohadbeenbusyplayinggamesontheirtablets

throughoutthesession.Weallate.Lateronwecut

thecake,singingahappybirthdaysongformummy.

Wethentookseveralphotos.

Lateroneveryonehuggedmombeforedispursing

totheirresidence.YarryandIbiddaddyand

mommygoodbyeasweleftwithUncleSamand

familytotheirhouse.Itwasabeautifulnightindeed.

AttheVillage

Moneiclickedhertongueseveraltimeslookingat

myupdatedprofilepictureofmekissingmommy

onthecheek.Shealsoscrolledthroughmyprofile

lookingthroughthepartyphotoswhichIuploaded.

Captioned:ourpartywaslit.

MmagweShosho:diFacebooktsetsalonaditlale



pekisa.Whyareyouclickingyourtonguesomany

timeslikethis.

Maduo:tswakatsonemogheloborwakeeng?

Monei:mxm!Leleuploadedphotostsakopartyng.

Baamborahelawaitse.BorragweFifibakoogo

ntsemagasigasi.Mxm!keferogasebetehelafake

dilebajaana

Maduo:heelaMoneipartyketoday?Nemmakeeng

oneosampolelelekayagoinwelabojalwa.Kana

maybenakotseIcouldbesippinganexpensive

wineyahotel.Whyosankgakololanemmara

tsamaya?

Monei:(rollinghereyes)nnaIhavelonglost

interestfeladilotsediorganisiwangkeboLele.I

meanwhatcanLeledohela.I'msuretherewas

somekindofdisaster.Otlatlaarebolelela



MmagweFifiakere

Maduo(comingcloser)tlarebonedinepemma.

Yimiwii!MogatsaJakesomontlejang.Nchaditlao

bone.

Thekidsrushedandgatheredaround.

Monei:ngngng!lonatswangmogonnaokarele

dintsijaana.Goandsleepbannakeonemaakaa.

ShesaidNchadicomeandseenotanyofyou

Thekidsshamefullywentbacktotheirblankets.

Maduo(flippingthroughthepicsinMonei'sphone)

wowwow!Thesepicslookamazinggoshortanna

fela.Bomogatsenkonnebabantleloneng



Monei:mxm!

Maduo:I'mtellingyouthemmabonasebalemmogo

dingwetsitsaronatheylookamazingshem.Wow

lookatLelethegirl.Sheehereshelooksabitolder.

Mothoatleabachekeayegoikopelaemengwe

mesese

MmagweShosho:heybathobaModimo!Maduoif

youcanjustwatchquietlywhatwillhappentoyou.

Waretapeya.Mxm!wenawarebanabamakgoaba

abaabafelabakampabaetatsakadiwardrobe

meseseephatshimang.

Monei:mxmnnagakeeletseebile

Maduo:IyooletlaiponabommalekaShialesaiphe

sepe.



MmagweShosho:Moneimmekanakeeneakaboa

reteladikhankhanayoucouldhavejustgonetothe

partywaretlela

Monei:noesengnnathemma.

Maduo:mxmboMoneilakgorathe.

Monei:mxmyogotwengLelekeagosetseela

p100nextweekbamborilemogomaswebareke

organizerthentheychanged.

Maduo:hahaha!that'swhyyouaresobitternnaka.

MmagweShosho:tsamayaoyegoatsyannakaotle

orekeleseshabo.Reasokolagolofabathoba

kgorakoditoropong.



Monei:hahahakeyagoatsayakebokelerekela

seshabokap50,P50kewame.

Maduo:ijoobasadikebaomongwnaneng!

Monei:don'tsayanythingwenaMaduocozyouwill

soonpaymeforbathingyourkids

Maduo:hahahasorrylekgowalame.

Theycontinuedchattinguntiltheyfeltsleepyand

Moneiblewthecandleoffastheyslept.

Thefollowingmorningatthehotel,Mavisand

Jacobcuddledandgiggledchattingaboutthe

previousnight.Jacobbreathedonherneckand

smiledthankfullyfortheheatedmorningglorythey

justhad.Hewokeupstretchingandheadedtothe

bathroomforaleak.Whilestillatthebathroom,his



phonerangandanunsavednumberappearedon

thescreen.Mavisreluctantlypicked.Fromthe

bathroomJacobfrozestaringatherwife's

emotionlessfacespeakingonhisphone...
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ThefollowingmorningatthehotelMavisandJacob

cuddledandgiggledchattingabouttheprevious

night.Jacobbreathedonherneckandsmiled

thankfullyfortheheatedmorningglorytheyjust

had.Hewokeupstretchingandheadedtothe

bathroomforaleak.Whilestillatthebathroomhis

phonerangandanunsavednoappeared.Mavis

reluctantlypicked.FromthebathroomJacobfroze

staringatherwife'semotionlessfacespeakingon



hisphone.

*

*

Mavis:yesJacobBasiameishere,butyoucanstill

givemethemessagesinceweareinthemiddleof

something.I'mhiswife.

Jacob'sheartpoundedevenmorefasterashe

heardthewords.

Caller:MynameisLesediMosweu.IamLucia

Mosweu'sdaughter.MymothertoldmeJacob

Basiameismyfather.Iwantedtoconfirmthatfrom

himandaskhimwhyhehasnotbeensupporting

meforsomanyyears.

Herheartskippedasshecontinuedtolistenquietly.



Caller:I'mcurrentlydesparatecosmymotheris

hospitalizedandsheisgoingforsurgeryintwo

daystimesonooneistakingcareofmegoastresa

totamam.Iwantedtojustletgobutgagobonolo.

I'mstayingalonewithmysiblingsthesituationis

bad.

Mav:(soflyastearsstartedblurringhervision)I

hearyou.IsuggestyoucometoMaranghotelnow,

youknowwhereitisakere?

JacobcameevenmoreclosertoMavis

Jacob:nonono!babeletmehearthatout,youcan't

callpeoplehere.Thisisourtime.Wecan'tspoilour

moment.Givemethephonekekgalemilethatfool

Mav:sheisnotafool,sheisaveryimportant

personinyourlife.Youwillnotregretthismeeting



I'vesetupforyouguys.(Tothecaller)shapdeargo

andgetonthecombiotleMarang.Callthisno.

whenyouarrive.

ShehungupandfacedJacob

Jacob:babewhowasthat.Whyoappointalebatho

resaBuanemma.Thisisgoingtospoilourmood

anddisturbus.

Mav:soyouhavesomethingyou'vebeenhiding

frommethatcanspoilourmood.

Jacob:(hesitant)notreally

Mav:notreally.Wowwhatananswer!Jacobdoyou

havesecretsinourmarriage?



Jacob:...

Mav:heelarraanswermyquestion.Doyouhave

secrets?

Jacob:(Puttinghisheadonhershouldertryingto

kissherneckasshequicklybrushedhimoff)noo

Babe

Mav:ntshatlhogomogonnakeBuadiloTsedi

seriousgolofa,youthinkI'mplaying.Mxm!ifyou

don'thavesecretsthenyoushouldnotworryabout

anythingbecausewhoeverwearegoingtomeetwe

willjustdismisscoswenaotlaboagoakela

mogatsaka.

Jacob:elegorekemang,areng?

Mav:ngng,Jake'syousaidyoudon'thavesecrets.



Thisisaprankorsomething.SoIwilldealwithit.

Jacob:butMavwhydoyouentertainsuch.

Mav:becauseyourphoneentertainedthem.I

thoughtyouwerehonestwithmeyesterdaywhen

yousaidsomethingsbutnowIdoubt.

Jacobsatontheotherchairandputhisarm

aroundherneckassheseatedontheotherchair

wearingthehotelrobeandsleepersholdinghis

phone.Shemovedherchairabitfarfromherto

avoidhimtouchingher.

Jacob:OKcanwejusputawayphoneretsenemo

dikobongandcuddle.Checkoutis11nowthetime

ispast8mylove,gomakuku.AllthethingsIsaidto

youmaabane,Mavaretrue.IloveyouMav..



Mav:hahaha!youtakemeforgrantedJacobwaitse.

I'myourfoolakere?Allyoudidyesterdaywasjust

anactgobayasesosegotwengnnabobimo

matlhong.YouarestilltheJakesIknow,with

secrets.TheJakeswhosneaksout,whokeptthings

fromhiswife.Iwasafooltothinkyouhave

changed.

Jacob:butwhydoyouhavetobelievethatgirl

Mav:it'sagirlebile,waitsegorekegirl

Jacob:babeIdon'tknow,I'mjustassumingkebona

olethisangry

Shenarrowedhereyesasthebrewingangerinside

ofherreacheditspeak.Shetookhertoiletrybag

andplacedJakesphoneinitthenshegotinthe

bathroomtoshower.



Jakes:babeotladigelaphonemometsing,you

can'tgetinthebathroomwithaphone.LeaveitI

won'tdoanythingtoit.

Mavisclosedthetoiletseatandputhertoiletrybag

ontopofit.Sheclickedhertongueopeningthe

showertap.

Jacob:babecanIcomeandbathwithyou.

Mavis:(fumingwithanger)leavemealoneJacob,

justleaveme

Jacobpacedaroundinthehotelroomtryingto

figureoutwhocouldbethepersonwhojustcalled.

HecalmeddownthinkingthatifitwasConnieor

Pretty,hewasnotafraidtodealwiththeminfront

ofhiswife.Hesighedandthenhisheartsankwhen

herememberedthathisothersecretwasachildhe

didnotdeclaretohiswife.



Jacob:thoughtfully)whatifit'sLuciaabatlasapote

yangwana.OhGodwhydidthishadtohappen

whenIwastryingtodosomethinggoodformywife.

MeanwhileatLesedi'shouse,shesatthoughtfully

onherstudydeskaftertalkingtoJacob'swife.The

boysloudlyplayedhideandseek,runningaround

thehouseignoringhereffortsofcallingthemto

order.

Lesedi:(speakingalone)sheseemslikea

reasonablewomanIhavetogo.Thisistheonly

chance.

Shesteppedoutsidethehousetoavoidthe

children'snoiseanddialedanotherno.Herheart

poundedasitrang.Thenadeepvoiceanswered.

Voice:hello



Lesedi:dumelangthisisLesediMosweu,ngwana

wagaLuciamoFrancistown.CanItalktoMrIsaac

Voice:LESEDI!uhuhowareyougirl.ThisisIsaac

howcanIhelpyou?

Lesedi:OKI'mwell,thankyou.MrIsaacIgotthisno.

frommama.I'mcallingwithregardstoKgosi's

maintenance.Mamais...

Isaac:heyheywareng?KooreLuciaontlwaetswake

eng.Whydidshegiveyoumynumberinsteadof

hercalling.KooreLuciaobatlagonthogisabana.O

godilelengneLesedimookgonanggompotsa

thosequestions?KantegasewenaSedihelaoke

nengkemosuthamamina.

Lesedi:can'tyouatleastlistentomebeforeyousay

alotofthingssir.Mamaiscriticallyill.SheIs



hospitalizedatNyangabgwe.Andin3daysshehas

togotoMarinaforsurgery.

Isaac:WaboaileasalaabonaofeLuciamonnayo

motsentsengmalwetsi.BoLuciathebaselaSela

tlhe.

Lesedi(irratated)MrIsaaccanyoupleasetalkabout

mymothernicely,keakopa.Gapecanyoulistento

meplease,kennakekeleditseng

Isaac:howcanIhelpyounnananyana?

Lesedi:Kgosineedsmonthlysupportnowthat

mamaisnolongerworking.Gagonakoretsayang

dijotengandothernecessities.SoIrequestthat

youmakeyourarrangementstohelpyourson,

sinceosaleoemisagomosapota.



Isaac(laughingmockingly)youdon'tknowmeSedi.

Iwon'tdothat.Youthinknkatlagolejesabo

rraalonabalelathile.NnagasennakerilengLucia

atsholedichoiceassorted,wankutwa?Itoldher

whenIstoppedsupportingKgosigorenkasejese

thewholefamilyekana.Ievenknowgoreevenher

sonhasbroughtachildthere.Gankakekalejesa

Sediautlwa.Tsamayangleyegobataborraalona.

WhatIwilldonow,I'mgoingtoagreewithLucia

nowthatebilesheissickthereisnoguardianfor

thechild.Amphengwanakekemochange

surnamethenIsupporthim.

Lesedi:hahawhat?YouthinkIneedyourmoneyfor

myownuse.Youarewrongsir.Mymomhassaved

forme.Idon'tcarewhetherIeatornot,I'mabiggirl.

Mybrotherisbigleeneokabonagoreotswajang

kahisson.SowhatI'msayingis,supportyourson.

Onale2fullyearsosaitsegoreKgosiojaeng.

Eventhetimeeobuangoreyouusedtosupport

him.MymothertoldmethatyouusedtosendP500

oncein3months.SoyouthinkP500cansupport



allofus.Heelarradontflatteryourself.Ronaour

motherworkedhardforus.YourP500couldonly

buyKgosishoesandtrousersaboafelaresa

tsenyalefaeledikausoorunderwear.Sothat

moneyneverraisedus.Andmummyneverhada

problemwithraisingus.Shediditdiligently.Nna

nownekeresupportyourchild.Onething,it's

eitheryousupportyourchildhereorwatogelayou

can'tseparateusassiblings.Gaokakewatsaya

KgosiIsaac.Legogoitsegaagoitse

Isaac:watchmetakemysonlittlegirl.Whoareyou

tothinkyoucantellmewhatIcanorcannotdo.I'm

goingtotakehimautlwa.Gaketegosapotamorafe

nna.Ihaveonlyonesonthere

Lesedi:Iknowthat'swhyIsaidsupportyourone

son.RomelaMadiangwanawagago.

Isaac:I'mnotthatstupidnnana.HowwillIknowthe

moneyisusedformyson.Lesediakoompolelele



youthinkyouaretooclever.Thegeniusofthe

family.Youthinkyoucantalktomelikeyouwant,

right?Nonana.Don'tevercallmeagain.Iwillcome

withacourtordertheretotakemyson.

Lesedi:(tearfully)keagokopatherraMrIsaaco

sekawamotsaya.Iwillnevercallyouagainorask

anything.HeismylittlebrotherIcan'taffordtolose

him.Especiallynow.PleasesirI'msorry.

Isaac:bonaI'venothingmoretodiscusyoulittlegirl

likeIsaiddon'tevercallme.

HequicklyhungupandLesedibrokedowncrying

sittingontheflooroftheirveranda.

Lesedi:ohmyGodwhathaveIdone.Nkabokesa

moleletsa.



Shecriedherlungsoutlookingatherphoneuntil

sherememberedherappointmentatMarangand

wasnowhesitantwhethertogoornot.

Hewalkedintotheirhousepickingthecushions

whichtheboysthrewonthefloor.Shewashedher

faceinthebathroom.Thenappliedherlotion.

Lesedi:Kgosi,Rearwalsngdithakoreyekogo

MmaChedu.

Theyboysquicklyputontheirshoesandtooktheir

ball.Leseditookherphoneandputafewcoinsin

herpocketastheylefttoMmaC'shouse.They

knockedsoflyatMmaChedu'sdoorandsheopened

forthem.

MmaChedu:basimaneebilelegorogile!Keapeile

motogoomontsibanna.Kenekesantsekereketa

letsisetsa.



Rea(punchingtheair)yes

Kgosi:(disappointed)nnatseBatamalutueseng

motogo

MmaChedu:haharramalutu!wewillcookitforyou

tomorrow.GaotsenejaanongwenaSedi.Whyare

youreyeslikethat.Wereyoucrying?

Lesedi:(hesitantly)no,abotlhokofelamaybeke

hathilwekesengwe.MmaCheduI'mcomingkeya

gotsayarevisionbookatsomegirlinblock4

MmaChedu:ahSediyou'velostweightthisdays

lookatyou.Sitdownandeatsoftporridgefirstyou

willgo.

Lesedi:hahahakesiamemmeMmaC.Letmerush



togetthebook,thegirlisabouttogosomewhere

MmaC:okay,areyougoingtobecheckingLuciaat1.

Lesedi:noIwilljustgoat7.ShesaidtheDr.Isgoing

toconfirmtheexactdatetheywillbelivingto

Marinaforsurgerythisafternoon.Eishmaabane

mamalookedweakermmaCommonetota!

MmaC:yahheishIthinkdijodipalagotsena

jaanong.Evenhertalkingwasslow,thevoicerough

andtrailingoff.Nnakebatho!Mmeotlafolamma.

OkaeBobo?

Lesedi:ItrustGod.Iprayforhereverynight.Bobo

leftkabo7phakelaareontseobatladitiro.Bobois

notseriousMmaC.Canyoubelieveyesterday,he

camearoundbo8drunk.Whostilldrinksbeerwhile

hismotherislyinghelplessonahospitalbed.Keile

kaitidimalelaarekebogaleakere



MmaC:heyBoboisaheadachefela.Ifyouare

stressedalwaysfeelfreetosleepover.Asaleale

nosiBobo.

Lesedi:MmaCIdon'ttrustBobo,whatifhesellsour

staffrelekwano.Thatguyisaproblem.

Mmac:hahayouthinkhecangotothatextent.

Lesedi:yahhecan.Boboistooirresponsible.Letme

goMmaC.

MmaC:okshapnana.

SheleftMmaC'shousetothecombistopand

wavedatBridgetwhowaswateringtheflowersat

herhouse.



Bridget:goiwakaekegoboledise?

Lesedi:hahaI'mcoming,willcheckyoulater.

Brigdet:suregirl

Shewalkedawaylostinaworldofcountless

thoughts.

AtMaranggardensMavisandJacobwerefully

dressedastheyawkwardlysatsilentlyintheirroom

waitingforthegirl'scallorcheckout,whichever

camefirst.MaviswasstillholdingJacob'sphone

andsheplayedsolitairegameInhersasJacob

watchedhernotknowingwhattodotogethimself

outofthatawkwardmoment.Suddenlyhebroke

thesilencethatprevailed:



Jacob:babewhatifthepersondoesn'tcome.

Mavis:whatperson?

Jacob:yogotwengremoemetse

Mavis:youtellme.Youthinkshewon'tcome?

Jacob:mathataIdon'tknowwhosheisbabe

Mavis:okwewaituntilcheckout.Ifsheisnothere

wecheckoutandgohome.AndIwillgiveyouyour

phone.Youwilljustcontinuekeepingsecretsfrom

meandlifegoeson.Iwillcontinuefindingcomfort

inmyworkafterallI'vebeenusedtodoingthatfor

years.I'mnotevensurprisedJacob,becauseKana

foryearsontseosantseetsiaonnamonageng

pretendingtostaywithme.



Jacob:babeIknowbutI'vechangedmmegone.

Mavis:youthinkyou'vechanged

Jacob:yes

Mavis:oktimewilltell.Let'swaitforher.

Jacob:arekeenemangmylove?Banyanabakana

batshamekakathaloganyatsarona.NnaI'mnot

seeinganyonecurrently.

Mavis:okay

ShequietlycontinuedwiththegameuntilLesedi's

phonecallcamethrough.Jacob'sheartskippedas

hepickedandreluctantlyguidedheronwhereto

wait.



Mavis:(toJacob)let'sgosheisbytherestaurant.

TheywalkedoutasJacob'sheartpoundednot

knowingwhattothink.Hisfeetfeltheavytoliftas

heslowlyfollowedhiswife.Lesedianxiouslylooked

aroundstaringatthefancyrestaurantlightsandthe

classypeopleeatingEnglishbreakfast.Herphone

beepedasMaviscalledattheentranceofthehotel.

Shepickedanddescribedtoherhowshewas

dressed.Mavisspottedherseatedaloneinatable

forfourpeople.ShewalkedtowardsherandJacob

followedawkwardly.Helockedhiseyestoayoung

beautifulgirlandhismindplayedtricksonhimas

hethoughthewasseeingmeonlytorealizewhen

hesatdownthathewasinrealtrouble.HisJaws

droppedashefacedthegirl..
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Lesedismiledbrieflyfacingthemanwhowas

probablyherfather.

Mavis:helloGIRL,isthisLesedithatI'vebeen

talkingto.

Shecouldn'tstopnoticingthatthiswasabeautiful

woman.Sherecognizedboththeirfacesfromthe

photosinFacebook.

Lesedi(withanexpressionlessface)yesplease,this

isLesediMosweu.

Whenshemutteredthenames,Jacobwishedthe

earthcouldjustopenupandengulfhiminits

bottomlesspit.Heuncomfortablysatonhischair



movingseveraltimesuncomfortablelikehewas

sittingonpins.ThesurnameMosweuechoedinhis

earsrememberingLuciaMosweuthewomanhe

abondonedwithachildforyears.

Mavis:that'sawesome.Thanksbabygirlfor

agreeingtomeetusafterthatphonecall.Youare

sobeautiful.Youremindmeofmydaughter.I

guesssheisyourage.

Jacobgrewalumponhisthroatandswallowed

hardchokingonhissalivathenhecoughedseveral

times.

Mavis:(toJacob)honeyareyouokay?

Jacob:yes..yesplease.Hellogirl

Lesedifailedtocontainherselfandgavehera



piercinglookthatmademattersworse.Lookingat

thismansittingacrossatablebrewwithinheran

immerseangerthathadbuiltupwithinherforyears.

Shejustkeptquite.

Mavis:ohkayJacob,theyoungladywhocalledyou

thismorningishere.ThereasonwhyIcalledher

here,isbecauseshesaidquiteanumberofthings

whichI'mnotfamiliarwith.SoIwantedyouto

comeandhearherclearly.SoLesediyoucansay

whatyouwantedtosayinthemorninggirl.

Jacobquietlystaredatherasregretwashedover

himsendingshiversdownhisspine.Atthat

momenthewishedhecouldundohismistakes.He

keptlickinghislipsanxiously.

Lesedi:oklikeIsaidmynameis..

Thewaiterpassedbytotakeherorder.



Waiter(toLesedi)canIbringyousomethingtoeat?

Lesedi:nomamIdidn'tcomehereforfood.Iguess

it'snotwrongtostayherekesaje.

Waiter:onlyifyoudon'tstayforalongperiodcos

gonetotagagoletelelwe.

Jacob:justgiveherbreakfastotsenyetoourroom.

Lesedi:(firmly)noI'mnotinterestedjustgiveme

watercosgongwekeagoBuathata

Jacob:esengjuicebogolo?

Lesedi:noIjustsaidwater



Waiter:okcoming

Mavisattentivelylookedatthislittlegirlandher

heartsank.Shewassoyoung,yetdetermined.

Lookingthroughhereyesshecouldseesomuch

painbutshewasquiteintriguedbyherboldness.

Lesedi:okwherewasI?I'mLesediMosweulikeI

said.I'mthesecondborndaughterofLucia

Mosweu.(Tearfully)mymotheriscurrently

hospitalizedsufferingfromachronicillness.I

couldn'tbehereifitwasn'tthecase.Butseeingher

sufferinglikethatleftmewithnochoice.Sheisthe

breadwinnertakingcareofthreefatherlesskidsor

shouldIsayfourcosmyirresponsiblebrotheralso

dumpedherwithhisson.Sheishelplessand

thinksshewon'tmakeit.SoshesaidIshouldlook

formyfather.Shegavemeyourno.

Sirshesaidyouaremyfather.(Gettingemotional)

I'vetriedtoignoreitandthoughtofleavingyou



alonelikemymotherhasdoneforthepast16years.

ButIkeptwonderinghowweareallgoingtosurvive.

Thefathertomylittlebrotherjustthreatenedtotake

him.Hesaidhecan'tsupportallofus.Thoughhe

hadstoppedsupportingthekidtwoyearsback.Ina

fewdaystimethehospitalisgoingtoflymymother

toGabsforsurgery.Iamgoingtouseherlast

savingtogothereandcheckher.Wedon'thave

relatives.SoatmyageI'mhernextofkinjustthat

ourneighborvolunteeredtosignforherbecause

thesituationisreallybad.(Tearsrolleddownher

cheeks)MrBasiameIdidn'tmeangogothubela

lwapabutI'mdesperate.Ineedtoknowifit'strue

youaremyfather?

Shesniffedwipingoffhertearsandlookedintohis

eyes.

Jacoblookedawayastearsblurredhisvisionthen

helookedupfightingthemtofalldown.Heblinked

severaltimesandchokedonhiswords.



Jacob:I..I.

Mavis:I'msosorryLesedithisIsapainfulsituation.

Jacobarabangwanaandstopstummering.My

patienceisrunningout.I'msureherstoo.

Jacob:I'msoorry

Mavis:(angrily)youaresorry?SorrytowhoJacob?

Sorrytoherorme?

Jacib:tobothofyoumylove.

Mavis:akoothwaafale,starttalkingJacob.Obone

goreLesedisaidherissueasasiesepe.Komorago.

Idon'twanttotalkmuch.Ialsodon'twanttolose

mytemper.Weareinfrontofpeople.Pleasetalk.



Jacob:okaythisismydaughter.LasttimeIsawher,

shewas5yrsifnotmistaken.Thenatstandardfive

nkilekakopanaleMmagweandgaveher1.5kfor

hersupport.Thenshecalledmeseveraltimesafter

thataskingforhelp.Ididn'thelpheruntilshegave

upandstoppedcalling.Kentsekebatlatselayago

gobolelathisissuemyloveitwasn'teasybutmy

intentionwastotellyouimmediatelywhenwegot

homeafterthisparty.I'msorry.

Lesedi:(shakingherhead)thisissoounbelievable!

Mavis:(clappinghands)I'velivedwithyouJacobfor

25years.Ineverknewyouarethisirresponsible

Jacob!Areyouforreal?Areyouevenlisteningto

yourself.Wareosaleobonayourownchildat

5yesars.Waitsekana.Lesedihowoldareyou?

Lesedi:Im16.



Mavis:ohmyGod.That'swhatIthought,youare

mydaughtersage.Keletsois16Jacob.Howon

earthdoyouhavetwo16yearoldswithdifferent

mothers?

Jacob:I'msorry

Mavis:angrily)youarewhatJacob?Areyoukidding

menow.That'sallyoucansayodirileboatajobo

kana.16yearsontobelangwana.Whoareyou

Jacob?Whoareyou?LesediIhaveadaughterwho

is16,turning17onthe12thDecember.Sothis

fatherofyoursodirileditwins.Ican'ttakethis.

(Puttingherphoneinherhandbag)

Lesedi:what?Whichmeansyourdaughteris6days

olderthanme?Mybirthdayis18thDecember

TheangerfromLesedi'seyesshowedthecrushed



childwithinher.Thegirlwhowastaughttofight

andstarvedtheloveshecraved.

Mavis:areyouserious?Morereasonformetoleave

thisstupidmeeting.JacobI'mdonewiththis

meeting.Shapsalalengwanawagago.Lesedi

thanksalotforalertingmeandlettingmeknowthe

realheartlessmanI'vebeensleepingwith.

Shegrabbedherhandbagandcarkeys.Thenshe

strodeacrosstherestaurantasherheelsechoed

acrosstherestaurant.Othercustomersexchanged

awkwardglances.Jacobfrozelookingather

disappearingtotheoutsideoftherestaurant.He

sighedfacingLesediwhoangrilystaredathim

morelikeshewasdemandingaconcrete

explaination.

Jacob:LesedimygirlI'msosorry.



Shenarrowedherbigbeautifuleyesfuriously.

Lesedi:you'vegotthegutsyouman.(pointingtoher

chest)Youcallmemygirl.Wena,afteralltheyears

ofabondoningmymotherwithme.Playinghappy

familywithyourwifeandkids.Kelebonamodi

Facebooklelekomawatleng.Nnakesokola.

Mymotherwassellingfoodskodibarengmasigo

Jacob.Ankopetseborokomobathongtomake

money,toraiseme.Wenawherewereyou?Oneo

jamonateleyourbeautifulwifeandkids.I'mgoing

tofighthardsirforallthepainyou'vecausedmy

mother.Idon'tknowthecircumstanceswhenIwas

conceivedbuttheleastyoucouldhavedonewasto

acceptthatyouandmommadeamistakeand

acceptmeasyourchild.I'mbelow18andIreada

lot.Iknowthelaw.I'mgoingtodotherightthingfa

ketswafa.

I'mgoingtogetintherightoffices.Gakeditshabe

dioffice.Youaregoingtopayforalltheseyears



therra.Ican'tjustletyougo.

Jacob:(calmly)keautwaLesedi.Youarerighttobe

angryatme.I'vebeenafooltodothattobothyou

andyourmotherandevenmywifeandfamily.Iwas

selfishLesedi.IregreteverythingIdid.Ikepton

postponingtocomeandseeyou.I'msorrythatnow

Luciaissick.I'mreallysorry.WishIcouldturn

backthetime.Idon'tknowwhattodo.Butforsure

I'mgonnacleanallmymessI'mgonnatake

responsibility.NoneedtogototheofficesSedi.I

willdowhatI'msupposedtodo.WewillgotoFnb

tomorrowtoopenanaccountforyou.Iwilldeposit

somethingonitmonthly.IwillalsotryasmuchasI

cantobuildarelationshipwithyou.Ketlannakego

kopangwanakerekopanawherepossible.

Lesedi:Idon'thavetimeformekopanoyagago

Jacob.Didn'tyouhearthatIsaidmymomis

criticallyill.Andwenayouthinkthisisaboutyou.

Youdon'tevenmentionmymominyourplan.You



don'tcareabouther.Butyou'vehurtherforso

manyyears.You'vedumpedherliketrashafter

givingherababy.Butguesswhat,herbabyisno

longerababy.Shejustgrewwithoutyou.And

watchherexcelineverythingshetouches.Thanks

JacobIneedtogobackhome.Ineedtogotomy

littlebrothers.Ihadtogrowupearlyandmother

them.Ihavesomanyresponsibilities.Mamao

nkemetsekoNyangagwe.GosiameMrBasiame

thanksforyourtime.

Jacob:LesediIreallyreallyunderstandyour

concern.Iwanttohelpyou.IwanttoseeLuciaand

apologize.TrustmeIwanttomakethingsright.

Lesedi:okayIhearyouketlabokentsekego

emetse.(shestood)thishasbeenalongmeeting

thanIanticipated.I'mleavingsir.Gosiame.

Jacob:okayletmedropyouoffhome.



Lesedi:noit'sokaygotoyourwife.Sheneedsyou.

YouhavealottoaddressJacob.Youhavea

marriagetosave.Yourkidsareoldenough.They

aregoingtobeangryatyouforhurtingtheirmother.

Youhavealot.Letmego.

Withoutwaitingforhisresponseshegrabbedher

bagandwalkedaway.Heremainedfrozeninhis

seatforawhile.Hetookhiscarkeysandlookedat

hiswatch.Itwas15minutespast11.Hewentto

theirroomandpickedafewthingsthattheyleft.He

thenlefttothereceptiontocheckout.

Minuteslaterhesatalonebythehotelbar

frustatedlytakingoneshotaftertheother.Hedialed

Sam.

Sam:Jakes



Jacob:brotherImessedupagain.Ifailedtofollow

youradvice.

Sam:Jakeswhat'sgoingon.Ijustarrivedhome

Mavisiscryingherlungsoutonmywife'slapatthe

privatelounge.Kekgaogilepelokeipotsagore,are

thekidsokay.ButI'vejustfoundthemrelaxed

watchingTV.Idon'tknowhowtheywillreact

seeinghercryinglikethat.GorilengJacoband

whereareyou?

Jacob:rubbinghishandstogetherfrustrated)SamI

messedup,thegirlcalledthismorningandMavis

pickedmyphone.

Sam:whatgirlJakes?EnePearlkanagatwePearl

kanaPretty

Jacob:noImeanngwanakeLesedi.Shecalledand

Mavisappointedwithher.Shecamegonemo



Marangmo.Mavisstormedoutangrilyresantsere

Bua.Sam,ItriedexplainingtoherthatIwasgoing

totellherafterthepartybutshewastooangry.She

juststormedoutandleftmewiththegirl

Sam:Jakes.Ifonlyyoulistenedtomeman.Ikept

tellingyousecretsdestroymarriage.Howcanyou

spoilsuchasweetmomentyou'vecreated

maabane

Jacob:that'swhatfrustratesmethemost.Thefact

thatIdidnotlistentoyouandthefactthatallofthis

happenedwhenIwastryingtocorrectmyself.Now

MavisthinksI'mallfake.

Sam:eishIcanimagine.Jakesyouneedtocome

herenow.Ormaybewemeetatyourhousere

togeleBanaotleoaddresseyourproblems.Ihope

youarenotdrinkingbecauseyouneedtobesober

toaddressthis



Jacob:Itookafewshots.

Sam:StopthatJakesandlet'smeetatyourhouse.

Jacob:okI'mcoming.Themonnaoteonthapelele

brayaka

Sam:gakeditseneyouaregoingtogrowupmonna.

Jacobkanaomotona.A46yearoldmanactinglike

you.Kanayouarealmost50Jakesandyourfirst

bornis22butyouareactinglikeyouarehisage.I

toldyoungwanagaalobiweJakes.Ngwanawa

thokomelwaandyoudecidedtoabondonyourown

bloodfor16years.

Jacob:eishmonnaIwasstupidtodothat.And

listeningtothatgirlIrealizedIwasafool.(proudly)

Samketsholadigeniuslaitaaka,confidentgirls.

YouhearedhowLelewastalkingakere.Andthis



onesheisevenmoreconfident.Shelookedmein

theeyesandtoldmesheisnotababyandshewill

exceldespitemeabandoningher.Faatlagore:I

amgoingJacob,gotoyourwife,goandsaveyour

marriage.Iwaslikemygenesaregood.Howon

earthdoImakesuchintelligentkids.

Sam:hahaha!wabookaipoka.butwenayouarea

foolmonna.KanammeoitiraBarikabomo.Doyou

knowthatyouusedtobethemostintelligentguyin

theschoolandyouwereneverseriousaboutschool.

Kanaofeitseform5kabomoJakes.Youcouldbea

doctornowbutyouwereplayful.Ineverthought

youwillbeplayfuleventoday.JakesModimoogo

ratileandgaveyouabestlife.YoumetMavisele

virginaiseatshamekeandyouimpregnatedher

agotsholelabanababantlewhileyouwerebusy

cheating.Nowyouabondonedageniuskid.Soyou

needtodosomethingaboutallyourmistakes.As

forngwanayoogotareothwaafalemonnaotsee

ngwana.



Jacab:eishmonnasheislikeLele'stwin.Fake

tsenamorestaurantIthoughtshewasLele.

Hahahacanyoubelievethis.

Sam:hahahaosesolaitaaka.Okayletmetalktothe

ladieswewillmeetathome

Jacob:okshapI'mcoming

MeanwhileatMmaChedu'shouseLesedicovered

herfacecryingafternarratingherstoryofmeeting

herownfather.Mmachedusatclosertoherrubbing

herback.

MmaChedu:Sedistopcryinglikethisngwanakeo

tlaipopamisa.It'sgoodyou'veseenyourfather.If

heismanenoughhewillstartdoinghisjob.

Didimalamygirl



Lesedi(sniffingastearsfilledhereyes)Mmachedu

kanathereweretimeswhenitwastough.Mama

usedtoworkatbarssellinghotdogsatnighttojust

putfoodonthetable.Mamaneverrestedinherlife

becauseshealwaysfelttheneedtoworkforus.

WhyaremenlikethisMmaC?Whyaretheyselfish?

Whydidallthemenmamametabondonherlike

this?

MmaChedu:don'tthinktoomuchmygirl.Afew

yearstocomeyouwillbeatuniversitythenbecome

aDrandtakecareofyourfamily.Youaretheir

angel.Aretswemobannengkedilodisele.Let's

justpraythatGodhealLuciasothatshecancome

andseeyoursuccesses.LennaModimoo

ntotobisekekgonegolethusabongwanaka.Sedi

youareastronggirl.Iamproudofyou.

Lesedi:butMmaCImessedupwhatifIsaactakes

Kgosiawayfromus.



MmaC:hewon'theisjustabrokestupidman.He

won'ttrustme.

Lesedi:okIhopethatbeautifulwomanwillbefine,

mogatseJacob.Sheseemslikeagoodwoman.

MmaC:shewillbefinemygirl.Lewenajustrelax

andallwillfallinplacetrustGod.

Lesedi:okayMmaCthankyouforbeingmyother

mother.Letmegoandliedown.

MmaC:tsenamoroomongyameorobalennanaI

willwakeyouupat6reemelelatocheckLucy

Lesedi:okay.

ShesoflyopenedMmaC'sbedroomdoorandgot



inside.Shegotinbedandcoveredherselfwitha

fleeceblanket.Sheclosedhereyesandslept.

Athome

MmaagweFifi,MamaandrragweFifihoppedoutof

rragweFifi'scar.Mummyunlockedthedoorand

theyquietlyenteredthehouseandsatonthe

lounge.Fewminuteslaterastheywerechatting

daddysoftlyopenedthedoorandwalkedthrough

swallowinghardasabiglumpblockedhisthroat.

HetookaseatnexttouncleSamandchaos

ensued..
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MaviscriedhystericallystaringatJacobwhowas

kneelingbeforeheraskingforforgiveness.Jacob

frustratedlylickedhislipsandsoftlyspoke.

Jacob:Mavis,I'msorryyouhavebeennothingbut

goodtome.ButI'vedonealotofbadthings.I'm

reallysorry.IknowtheLesediissueisgoingto

affectourmarriagealot.Evenourkidsbecausele

bonekebathobabatona.I'msorry.

Mavis:JacobI'msayingthisinfrontofyourbrother.

Iwanttogohome,I'mtired.Ihavelivedwithyoufor

yearsokgonagontlogelalebanamontlongbosigo.

I'velearnttoacceptthat.Youdidn'trespectme

Jacob.Otswajaakaotsenainourhome.I

continuedtohumblemyself.Asifthatwasnot

enoughnowyoubringmea16yearoldchildJakes.

16yearold?Achild6daysyoungerthanmy

daughter.Whatkindofmessisthis.KooreJacobo



naledingwagatse16ormorekenalewenanot

respectingourmarriage.keepingsecrets.Ican't

waitforthis.kanaRragweFifi,Jacobojodilethata.

I'msurehehasfivemorechildrenmonagengmo.

Nnakeagoberekagoamogelabanafelabakeba

lobetswengdingwagatsedikana.

MmagweFifi:it'ssadMmaagweBonnie,butyou

can'tleaveyourmarriagethemma

Mavis:yesIcan.Icanyouwillneverunderstandthe

painI'mgoingthroughMmaagweFifi.Idon'tblame

youcosyourhusbandisaSaint.RragweFifike

mothohela.Yowamemonnakerrabatsadi.Ke

lapileMmaagweFifi.Iwillleavehiminhishouse

withhischildren.Ayegobaphuthabotlheba

phuthulogemontlonge.Iwillwalkawayandhave

peace.Keaiperekelaafterall.

Sam:noMavisnnakaIknowyouareangrybutlet's

notrushtoleaving.ThisisyourhouseI'veseenyou



builditleJacob.YarryleLelearetooyoung.They

lookuptoyou.It'sunfortunatewhatmybrotherdid.

Gakemmueeleleodirileboatla.Andhemade

mattersworsebyconcealingthisforyears.Ngwana

ogodile.Jaanongsheknowsherrights.Heis

forcedtotakeresponsibility.Hewillhavetomanup.

KeautwalaakereJake's?Youwillneedtowinboth

MmaagweBonnieandLesedi'strust.Don'tleave

yourhomemysister.

Jacob:Iunderstand.I'mwillingtodoanythingfor

MmaagweBonnietoforgiveme.

Mavis:mxmyouarespoiltwaitseJakes.Youdo

thingsknowingyourbrotherWilcleanyourmess.

Everythinghereisaboutyou.Samyourbrotheris

myfirstlove.I'veneverinmylifecheatedonhim.

Methimat20years.At23heimpregnatedmewith

BonnietheyearthatIgraduated.ItwastoughSam.

YouknowweendedupreisaBonniekogobomme

becauseJacobdidn'thaveastablejob.Iwasalso



anunemployedgraduate.GayaakayareJacoba

palelwakemerwaloyagagwekabatayomongwe

monna.Isufferedwithhimandendedupfindinga

jobbeforehim.ItookhiminlikemyownsonSam.

Heknows.Bonniealekogaengwanakeeneiwas

pamperinghimlikeababy.Hemarriedmeoutof

guilt,Iguess,faasenagobonapiecejobnyanain

somecompany.Isupportedthismantothefullest.

AndhelpedhimbuildthisJakesBconstructionfrom

scratch.ThatwasthesameyearIwaspregnant

withLele.TheverysameyearJakesimpregnated

anotherwoman.WhileIthefool,wasbusypaying

thingstohelphimestablishhiscompany.Hesaw

measafoolandwassleepingaround.Andtrustme

hesleptaroundforyearsasenasepelefamily

monnayo.KaitshokalikeIwastaught.I'mnow

tiredSam.

Jacobsniffedastearsblurredhisvision.

Mavis:thesearestupidtearsJacob.Youaretoo



manipulative.GoandhavefunleLesedileMmagwe.

Gatwewalwalasmallhousesagago.Tsamayaoye

gomothola.CosI'vebeenafoolwhenyou

sneakedoutomofaMadikesaitse.Mxm!

Sam:IhearyouMavis.Youareangryatyour

husband.It'sgoingtotaketime.Heneedstogive

youallthetimetoprocessthis.Retengbomogoloo

wewillkeepchippingintoassist.Butyouneedtime

nnakafakebonangkateng.

Mavis:noIneedtojustgetoutofhislife.It'sokay

bonkgonne.Thanksforyourtime.Talkingalotwill

notgetusanywhere.IthinkIwillhavetogoand

takemykids.Phakelawearegoingshoppingfor

schoolthings.

MmaFifi:okayJacobmybrother.Trustisearned.

Youaretheonlyonewhocanbuildthetrustyou

destroyedinMmaagweBonnie.Ronareatsamaya.

Hopeletlasalalekgonagobuaanddecidetheway



forward.Bepatientwithheryouhurtheralot.

MavisI'msorryabouteverythingIpraythatyoufind

peaceafterallthis.

Mavis:thanksbonkgonne.Iappreciateyourefforts

Jacob:thanksbonkgonne.Ipromisetotake

responsibilityofeverything.EverythingMavissaid

istrue.Iwillseewhattodotoearnhertrust.

Mavis:mxm!

SamandwifewalkedoutasMavisfollowedthem

withherowncarkeys.Jacobremainedfrozenon

hischairandburiedhisfaceonhislaptearfully.

AtAlex'shouse.



OnSundayafternoon,Alexslowlyopenedhiseyes

andstretched.Heyawnedandstretchedagain

feelingtired.Hefrownedrememberingthemost

boringsexualacthejusthadwithLonebeforehis

nap.Hefeltnothingforher.

InAlex'skitchenLonewasdressedinhisshirtwith

nounderwear.Shepoureddifferentsaucesand

mixedtogetherherstirfry.Shedishedforthemand

walkedtothelounge.Sheplacedthetwoplateson

hiscoffeetable.Shewentbacktothekitchenand

pouredajuiceintwoglasses.Shealsoplacedthe

glassesonthecoffeetableandcalledoutsmiling.

Lone:babe,babefoodisready.

Herolledhiseyesandslowlywokeup.Heputon

hisshortsandavest.Hethenwenttothebathroom

foraleak.Hismindwaspre-occupiedwiththoughts

ofLesedi.Hehadalwayslovedgirlswithnatural

hairandbigeyes.Thatwashisweakness.Hisex



girlfriendhadthesametraits.ButLesediwas

particularlyherdreamgirlfriend.Shelovedhercalm

spiritbutboldcharacter.Helovedtheinnocencein

hereyesandthepassioninherspirit.Hesighed

andwalkedouttothelounge.Hestoodbythedoor

andthoughtfullystaredatLoneinhisshirt.This

wasnotthekindofgirlhewanted.Shewastoo

forwardandboring.

Alex:Lonethatislandatthekitchenandthestools

arewherewesitandeat.Youcan'tputfoodonthe

coffeetablereyagojajanggonefa.Rehariledi

plate?

Lone:oksorrybabeletmeputourfoodthere,sorry

aboutthat

Alex(withaslightsigh)andthenwhat'swithmy

shirt?



Lone:(smilingabitembarrassed)Ithoughtyou

wouldfindthissexy.AmInotsexyinitmyLOVE?

Alex:hahahayouare.

Lone:okay.

Heslowlywalkedtothekitchenislandandpulleda

stoolandjumpedonit.

Alex:sowhatdidyoucookmadamLone

Lone:chickenstirfrymylove.

Alex:okaytakediutwe

Hetookaforkandpickedthefoodthenfrowned



Alex:andthesaucesmylove?youputmorethan

enough?OtshetseengnemmaLonegolebitter

Jang?

Lone:embarrassed)ahsorryIguessIdidn'tmixthe

ingredientswell,sorryI..

Hepushedtheplateawayandtooktheglassof

juiceanddrankallofit.

Lone:gaojemylov?maybeIshouldcook

somethingelse

Alex:nonono!I'mfine.Eatandfaosakgoraotsee

tsame.Thencleanupmykitchen.I'mshowering.I

needtodropyouoffearlycosI'mpreparingfora

nightshift



Lone:oknakoechayakabonakoshemIdidn'tget

enoughofyou.

Alex:okay.Makesureyouemptyalltheremaining

foodintheoutsidebin.Coswecan'tleaveanything

mokitchenengIdon'twanttoentertainmafele.

Shehoppedfromherstoolandputhisarmsaround

Alex'swaistwhowasalreadystanding.

Lone:babeIthoughtwewillhaveanotherround

beforeyoubathandgoorjustacuddleandkissing

Alex(irritated)Lonejustcleanuptimeisrunningout.

Ihavethingstodoatthehospitalbeforemyshift

startsoyoubettergetready

Lone:okaybaby.MaybetomorrowIshouldcome

andspendthedaywithyousinceTuesdaydikolodi



bulwa.

Alex:noLoneIwilltellyouwhentocomeyoucan't

comehereeveryday.WhenI'monnightshifts

motshegareIneedtorest.Tomorrowyouatleast

havetoprepareforschool,buystationeryor

something.It'salwaysalotofwork,revisitthe

booksbabe.

Lone(disappointed)okay

Alex:(realisingthedisappointmentinherfaceand

teyigtosoftenherup)loveyoubabe.Don'tworry

wewillhaveenoughtimeduringmyoffs

Lone:thanksmylove.Loveyoutoo.Letmecleanup

Alex:okay.

Hehurriedtohisroomandshutthedoorthenhe



fellonhisbedandreleasedahugesigh.

Alex:damnthisgirlisgettingonmynervescan't

waittogetridofher.(smilingthoughtfully)Hope

Lesediwillbecomingthiseveningatvisitinghour.

Hepickedthewrappedusedcondomregrettablyto

disposeitoff.Hethentookhistowelandgotinthe

bathroomtoshower.Lonelostappetiteand

disposedallherstirfryinaplasticbag.Shethrewit

ontheoutsidebinandquicklycleanedup

everything.Shebitherlipsthoughtfullythinkingof

herhandsomeandgiftedman.Thesexwas

amazing.Shethought.Shesmilednaughtilyand

rushedtothebathroom.Sheopenedthedoorand

drooledoverhisnakednessanddefinedchest.She

quicklyunbuttonedtheshirtanddroppeditdown

steppingintotheshower.Shestoodinfrontofhim

andreachedforhismanhood.Hequicklypushed

theshowerdoorandsteppedout.



Alex:babefinishupbathingechailekegodrope.Ke

agoapara.

Lone:aoBJnyanafelatwominutesgaoebatemy

love?.

Alex:noIcan'tentertainthat.Keyatironglovewe

aregoingtoenjoyhereandlosetrackoftime

kganteleketsenalate.Ihatelatecoming.I'mstill

newinthathospital.

Lone:withadisappointedtone)YahIunderstand

Sheshoweredquietly.Alex,inhisbedroom,

wrappedatowelaroundhiswaistandironedhis

workuniformwhistling.

Laterontheywerefullydressedandreadytogo.

Alexsteppedintothekitchen.



Alex:wowwhatawomanyouaremyLonza!

Sheblushedandsmiled

Alex:thekitchenisspotlessandnice.Youateall

that?

Lone(sadly)noIwasboredcosyoucouldn'teatsoI

threwthemallaway.

Alex:(angrily)youcometomyhouseandcookso

muchfoodthenthrowitawayLone?Areyou

serious?

Lone:I'msorry

Alex:heymmayouaresomethingelse.Ijustcan't

dealwithyou



Thewordsprickedrightthroughherheartandshe

sadlywalkedoutashelockedhishouse.

AtuncleSam'shouse

MeanwhilemommyarrivedshortlyafterRragweFifi

andMmaagweFifitopickusup.Therewas

somethingawkwardabouthersincemorning.She

lookedsadforsomeonethathadsuchaparty.She

alsocouldn'tlookmeintheeyes.AndIcuriously

wonderedwhatcouldhavetranspiredatthehotel.

MmaagweFifiandRragweFifiwerealsokindof

awkwardascomparedtothepreviousday.Igrew

worried.

Mommy:LeleIwillbediscussingafewthingswith

RragweFifiandMmaagweFifipleaseprepare

yourselfleYarrywewillbeleavingsoon.



Me:iseverythingokaymummy?Whyareyoureyes

thisred?Haveyoubeencrying.Areyouokay?

Mommy:I'mperfectlyfine..

Me:youarenot

Mommy:mmekesiamefelamygirl.Keetammeke

sekakadiabatho

Me:okaybutwearereadymom.Resalerethapile

andauntPitsohadcookedlunchforus.

YarryisplayingComputergameswithMiaatMia's

room.

Mommy:ok

ShehurriedouttojoinSamandhiswifeatthe



thatch.Isighedworriedanddialeddaddybuthedid

notanswerhisphone.Itypedansms:

'Ismommyokay?Whereareyou?sheseemslike

shewacrying.I'mgettingworried.'

Iwaitedforeverforhisresponsebutnothing...
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Atmyhouse



MOMMY,YarryandIarrivedathomeintheevening.

Therewasanaromaofdeliciousfoodcomingfrom

thekitchen.Wesurprisinglywonderedwhocould

havecookedsinceauntRosewasawayforher

weekendoff.Iimmediatelyreachedforthekitchen

doorknobandslowlyopened.MyJawsdroppedto

daddywearinganapronstaringatarecipebookas

thenicearomacameoutofhispotsonthestove.

Me:daddyyouarecooking?

Jacob:yesmygirldinnerisonmetonight

Me:hahahathat'safirst.(Foldingafistanddirecting

ittohim)tsayadiotsagagopapa.Wenaapronah

dilodichangile!

Mymotherclickedhertongueandwalkedtoher

bedroom



Me:andthen?

Yaronaburgedintothekitchen

Yarry:daddy,MiahasmanyTVgamesandcartoon

DVDs.Theproblemisthereareforgirls.Shealso

hasaplaygroundatthebackofherroomandalittle

poolthatcanbepumped.Andaswingchair.Ilike

herswingchair.Shesaysherdaddymadeitforher

shecanreadherbookssitingthere.Orplaygames

onherphonewhileswinging.Thatsagoodidea.We

hadagoodswiminthemorningthenplayedtennis.

AndplayedtouchmeandTVgames.Mama,Imean

daddy..Miahasalotofthings.Ialsowantapool

andTVgamesandaswingand..

Me:Yarryplease...

Daddy:hahatogelangwanakeanjeledikgangmma.



Yarry:daddyyouknowhowtocook?Iusedtothink

girlsonlycook.ThenonedayIsawuncleSam

cookingwithanapronlikethis.DaddyuncleSam

saidheisgoingtoflywithusonanaeroplane.Me

anMiagoingtoGabs.

Me(rollingmyeyes)ComeonYarryIwanttotalkto

daddyjustgo.

Daddy:hahahaha

Yarry:okletmegoandputawaymytoysandswim

wear

Me:Yarrypleasetakethatdirtyandwettoweland

swimwearstraighttothebathroom.Odilathelemo

bateng.Iwillwashthemforyoushortly.

Yarry:okay.



Yarryrushedtothebathroomthentohisroom.

Thenshortlyhecamebacktotheloungetowatch

cartoons.

AtthekitchenIkeptonprobingdaddyabout

mummybuthejustdidn'twanttotellmethetruth

untilIgaveupandlefttomyroom.

Ilaidthoughtfullyandworriedonmybed.Iread

throughmydiarythethingsIwroteabouttheparty.

Itwasabeautifulandperfectday.Mommywas

extremelyhappynowwhywasshesulkingnow.I

sighedfrustratedandreadapieceofwritingIwrote

inmydiarytitledMYCRUSH.

[Therearemillionsofmenintheworld.MenI've

seenallmylifeandnothinghappened.Butyou,you

aredifferent.I'vefeltsomethingI'veneverfelt

beforejustthefirsttimeIlaidmyeyesonyou.Now



Icrazinglywantyou.YourfaceisallIwanttosee.I

feellikeIhavethedeepestmostdireaddiction.I

longtoseeyou.ItfeelslikeIcannotgoaminute

withoutthinkingofyouandwonderingwhatyouare

upto.Itislikeyoucastamagicspellthatremoves

allmydoubtsandworries.YesIknowthatthis

seemswronginalllevels.Youfoundmewitha

boyfriendwhoisalsoyourbestfriendbutdude

afterIsawyouIinstantlyrealizedwithhimIsettled

forless.IdreamofyouonlybeingtheonlypersonI

candreamandcherish.It'ssadandsosadyou

chosemyfriend.ButIwonderifyouloveher.Ifyou

metmebeforeImeetmyguywouldyouhaveasked

meout.CurrentlyI'mthinkingthereisnothingmore

thatIcouldeverhopeforinlifethanyoutobemy

man.MRA.I'mgoingtotakeyou.Trustme.One

dayIwillwakeupbesidethehandsomeyou.This

dreamofmineisgoingtocometrue.Ican'twaitfor

ourfirstnighttogether.Iwillrideyoulikenolady

haseverdone.I'mgoingtolearnlotsofthings

aboutsexjustforyou.OurfirstnightIwillmake

sureImarkmyterritory.]



Ismiledandtookmylittletrunkandlockedmydiary

inside.ThenLone'scallcamethrough.

Me:heygirl

Lone:heybabeshowareyou

Me:I'mgreatdarlng

Lone:Watimanathemma.Isawpicsofyourmom's

birthday.itwaslit!

Me:hahahatsalayamemeeneeledilotsaBagolo

fela.NnaIwasjusttherecoskemama.Itwasa

surpriseformamaneadirelwakedaddy.

Lone:girlyouweresohotmme.Thebanglesand



earrings..AndtheStilletos.Youwereonpointmma.

Gapekeokareomogolonyana

Me:hahahathanksBae.Nekebatlagouploaderdi

Pictsedibotokanyana

Lone:eishnnatsalayameI'mstressed

Me:whatisit?

Lone:guygakemotlhaloganye.Hewasimpatient

helaandtryingtogetridofme.Givingmean

excuseyagoreheisgoingfornightshift

motshegarefelakabopast2.Koorekerekareke

koparoundenngweaseinterested.

Ismilednaughtilylovingthesoundofitall.



Me(fakingsympathy)aoshemtsalaamewabooka

bonastorygape.Elegoreheisnolongerinterested

orwhat

Lone:Idon'tknow.Hewasjustactingawkward.He

evenrefusedtoeatmyfood.Eegonegakeganene

ketopetsedisaucemostirfrybutgonegojega

helasentle

Me(smiledevenmore)aomyfriendwaitseyouare

notluckywithguys.Ithoughtyouwillkeepthisone.

Lone:maybeimreadingbetweenthelinestoomuch.

Let'swaitandsee.Mmeenetsalayameheishot.

Andheknowsthegamewena.Hewasflippingme

severaltimes,suspendingmeontheair,pinningme

tothewallmmadoingallkindsofthings.That's

whyIwantedmoreeish!

Alexisgiftedwena.Heisbigandhegivesitall.



Me:(smiledandimaginingherselfinLone'sshoes)

woww!youtellmemyfriend.Themmaokgotshe

Lone.Wow!that'ssweet.Atleastyouhadfunlefaa

gothalammeojelemonate

Lone:eishmmaIlovehim.

Me:(rolledeyes)aoOKlet'shopeforthebest

Lone:akerethanksmyfriendshap.

Atthehospital

LesedisighedsadlyassheandMmaCheduwalked

outofthehospital.Hermother'sconditionhas

worsenedandshecouldnoteventalktothem.They

bumpedintoAlexattheentrancewhosmiledand

bowedlowgreetingthem.



MmaC:otsogilepapa

Alex:eemma.

Lesedi:(tearfully)nurse,mymomlooksworse

today.Shecouldn'teventalktous.Shejuststared

atus.

Hisheartwasrippedapartstaringatthesadnessin

hereyes.Hewishedtheywerealonehecouldbe

pullinghercloserandhugginghertightly.

Alex:I'msorryaboutthatLesedi.Shewillbefine.

Wednesdayshewillbedoingthesurgery.Afterthat

shewilldefinitelybefine.

Lesedi:youthinksonurse?



Alex:yesIbelievesoandItrustGodwiththat.Iam

sureyoutrustGodtoo.

Lesedi:Ido

Alex:didyouprayforhertoday

Lesedi:no

Alex:youshouldhave

Lesedi:IwasoverwhelmedbythesituationIdidn't

knowIwillfindherthatbad.Ijustcriedthewhole

time.ThenMmaChedusuggestedwego..

Alex:okayIunderstandgoandpraytonightat

homedon'tjustlosehope.Yourmom'shopeisyou.

Ifyougiveupshegivesup.Becourageousgirl.(To



MmaC)kealebogammegonnalemokgothatsa

nnanayo.Keseemosesebokete

MmaC:kelebogelagoutwaomokgotlatsalewena

ngwanaka.You'vebeenahelpfulnursesincewe

camehere.Godblessyou

Alex:I'mhumbledmotsadiwame.Letmegoand

work.I'mwillingtoassistwithjustanythingyou

need.FabasenaseshabooranythingboLesedi

theycancallsothatIassist.

Hetookoutapenandasticknotefromhispocket

andscribbledhisnumberthenhandedthepaperto

Lesedi.

Shesmiledfoldingitandputtingitinherpocket.

MmaC:tankinnakaModimootarethusa.



Hesmiledandwalkedbacktothenursestationas

MmaCandLesediquietlywalkedtothetaxis.

SuddenlyLesedibrokethesilence

Lesedi:mamaistooweakMmaC,doyouthinkshe

willsurvivethis

MmaC:shewillmygirl,let'sputourtrustinGod.

Lesedi:okIwanttogoforprayersatmama'schurch

tomorrow

MmaChedu:noproblemnnaketlabokenale

meetingleboChedutheyarecomingtomorrow

Lesedi:okaynoproblem.Thanksoncemorefora



goodheart

MmaC:youthankmeeverydaybutthereisnoneed

mygirl.NnakanaItreatyoulikemyownchild.

(SmilingandwinkingatSedi)thatnursecouldmake

agoodson-in-law

Lesedi:hahaha!heisanadultMmaC.

MmaC:lewenayouwillgrowupsomeday.Fornow

wefocusonlyonschool.TakethisP50mygirl.it's

forpens.ifyourstationeryisnotenoughletme

know.

Lesedi:wowthanksalotMmaC.Youareasuper

mom!

Shebeamedbroadlyasataxisloweddownbeside

themandtheygotinside.



AtMpotsang'shome

ThateveningMpotsang,herchildren,hersister

MabediandherbrotherJonassatinacirclearound

thefireeatingNyebuandmakgomaneandMabedi

muttered:

Mabedi:kooreLuciaisatownwomanfelagaanke

aakanyamasikaagagwe.Lefaelejusttocomefor

aweekendwiththekids.Ronakanammereja

makgomanekwano.Wedon'tcare.

Mpotsang:Lucia,eishheyIforgottotellyou,

malobaherdaughtercalled

Mabedi:Lesedi?

Mpotsang:eeshesaidsomethinglikeLuciaissick



andhospitalizedinNyangabgwe.Mmego

sebakanyana.Gongweosetseadulenkaboa

leditsegape

Jonas:what?YoumeanLuciaishospitalizedand

youdidnottellus?

Mpotsang:didn'tyouhearmewhenIsaidIforgot

neJonas

Mabedi.BoLuciakanakebathobatoropohelanna

reabalebala.EsaleMmaLuciabamotogelela

setshasatoropogaakgomege.olwalaeng?

Jonas:ahah!noophosoausikanaLuciaisfamily

becauseaftershelosthermotherourownmy

mothertookherinandraisedher.

MmeoneasakgonegekaLucia.Youalsosawfor

yourselfyoumysistersthatLuciaburiedour

mother.NoneofusinsuredmmebutLuciadid.We



can'tjustabondonherifsheissick

Mpotsang:ohmxmpolokoyaeng?akereMadiaa

tserengkoinsuranceamangweoajele.Keenga

neasaantsheotlhe.Mxmsheinsuredhercosshe

wantedtobenefit.

Mabel:eoyaMadieileyankgopisasis.Kefaba

kgabileboLesedibatengronarelelelamaarona.

Jonas:bokgaitsadiakadon'tyouthinkbuyingour

motheraP10,000coffinandcontributingfood

worthP2000orevenmorewhilewefoldedour

arms.Doingprogramsandotherlogisticsforour

mother'sfuneralwasnotenough.Nnakebona

Luciaareboloketsemmaarona.

Mabedi:mxmwenagaoitsedilokabontsiJonas.

ThatwomantookaP20.000.00chequeko

insurancekadeathcertificateyabommeand



boughtacheapcoffinforourmother,mxm.IwishI

wasworkingthattime.

Jonas:youarenotthankfulmysisterwhatifshe

didn'tcontributeanything.

Mpotsang:kanakooreLuciathinksthatplotishers

alone.MmeBolokangonyetselefaobonaa

tshwerweJaana.Mogatsehasequalrightsover

thatplotandthechildren.

Jonas:ahbagaetsholet'sleavethosebehind.Nna

tomorrowIwillgotoNyangabweandcheckLucia.I

willtellBolokang'swifeandbommaBosena.Iwill

seehowsheisdoingthennextweekwillcheck

Bolokangattheprisontotellhim.

Theladiesalllaughedasthechildrennoisely

arguedaboutdithamalakaneandtheirmeaning.



Jonas:(loudly)heybannaquietlonareaBua!

Theyallwentquiteastheparentscontinued

chatting.
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Athome

OnaSaturdaymorning,cloudsdominatedtheSKY,

leavingbluepatches,softandbright.Thoughthe

cloudsweremostlywhite,therewasahintof

greyness.Asuggestionthattherainmayplayits

partinadayorso.Afterwehadbreakfast,mommy

andIsatontheveranda.Abitchillybreeze

brushedthroughusleavingusfreshenedasever.

Wechattedaboutthisandthat.Meanwhileatthe

backgarden,Yaronaanddaddywateredtheirplots.

Theythenwentontorenewtheridgesofourtrees

attheorchard.Mommystoodandpeeredoutover

thebalcony.Thechillybreezesuggestedthatshe

buttonedherthincardiganandshehuggedherself

tightlyandsatbackthoughtfully.WhenIwasabout

toleaveformyroomshemuttered:

Mommy:LeleIthinkweshouldacceptthisLesedi



andmoveon.Thereisnothingwecando.

Lele:yahIthinkso.Daddyothomolapelogape

mama,pleaseforgivehim.Heisnowagoodboy.

Hestaysathome.Hecooksforus.Nowhejust

starteddoingplots.

Mommy:hahaha!akere?Andcometothinkofit

rraagowachunamma.Ican'tbelievehehasbeen

hidingsuchaskillforyears.

Me:(clappinghands)youcansaythatagain

mommy.DaddycooksdijotsamodiTV.Oa

nkgaisa.Thatpizzahemadehadmewantingmore

andmore.

Mommy:yahakeregapehecookswitharecipe

bookallthetimeandheseemstobeenjoyingit.Ke

bonegoredipalametsekebonaatlaamekamekane

lediplasticgotwekediingredients.Kefagotwe



yourkitchenhasnofoodbathong.Hahaha!

Me:hahaha!Iwasimpressedmme.Somommy

whatdoyouthinkweshoulddoaboutLesedi?

somegirlinmyclasssaystheyareneighbors.

ApparentlyLesedioncesharedwithherthatshe

waslookingforherfatherandaskedhertohelpher

searchforhimonFacebookbecausesheisnotfb.

Mommy:really?

Me:yesthegirljusttoldmemalobanynafelajaana.

AreLesedithenbrusheditoffaredaddycan'tbe

herfatherbecausehelookedrichwithafamily.

Theywerelookingatthosepicswhichdaddy

uploadedwhenwewereonholidayinSuncity.

Mommy:okayIthinkafterthatthat'swhenshe

decidedtojustcallJacob.Iwasreallydisappointed

atyourfatherLele.I'vebeennothingbutloyalto



him.ButnowIcanseeheissorryI'veforgivenhim.

Ithoughttellingyouwasgoingtobeaproblem.You

madetheissueeasierthanIthought.Youarereally

daddy'sgirlebileBonnieistheonewhoisstill

throwingtantrumsevennow.

Me:Ikindofliketheideaofhavingasister.Being

theonlygirlchildissometimesboring.AhBonnie

enewalapisakeMr.Perfect

Mommy:haha!tswatlhemogongwanakeLele.

OkayIthinkweshouldvisittheirhomethis

afternoon.ItmightrainbutIdon'tthinkitwillrain

todaymaybetomorroworatnight.

Me:okthat'snotabadideamom

Mommy:Ihearhermomwasdischargedfrom

hospitalaweekbackshejustsurvivedcancerof

thethroat.ThewomanisMmagweFifi'schurch



mate.

Me:ohCancer?that'ssad,butit'sgoodifshewas

discharged.

Mommy:SoIthinktobethoughtfulenoughwecan

takeabasketoffruitsforherandaboxofjuice.

ThenwemeetLesediandtalktoherandhearher

out.

Me:that'sagoodideamama

Mommy:okIboughtanicelypackagedbasketof

fruitsyesterdaywhenthisideacrossedmymind.

Sowecanjustgrabajuiceatsparthendropbyto

seethem.

Me:wowI'mexcitedalready!Ican'twaittomeetmy

sister.Bridgettellsmeshelookslikeme.Ipraythat



wegetalongthenweactliketwins.I'velongwished

tohaveatwin

Mommy:twin??hahahawalwalathengwanake.

Me:hahaha!keseriousmama.Therearetwinsin

myclassandIalwaysadmirethemandwishIhad

atwin.Bautlwanabutsometimestheyfightfao

tsenamotengbalwantshawena.Theyshare

almosteverything.Theyareeachotherskeepers.

Mommy:IlovethesoundofthatI'mgladyouare

happyaboutthis.Ittookmeawholethreemonths

todigestthiswholething.Ithitmehard.

Me:sadly)Icanimaginemommy.I'msorryabout

that.Irememberwhenyoustayedthreedaysat

nkuku'shouserefusingtotellmewhatwasthe

problem,myhearttoreintopiecesmama.I'mglad

youarefinallywarminguptotheideaandforgiving



daddy.Itwillalsogiveyoupeace

Mommy:(lookingintomyeyes)youaresucha

womanLelethosewordsareofamatureperson

Me:hahahathanksmamzo

Mommy:okayletmegethernumberkogorragwe

sothatweappointresekabawelafela.Ithink3pm

willbefineleavinghere.

Me:eemma.

Ireachedforthemaindoorwithonehandwhile

readingsomewatsappfromthedivasgroupwhich

isawatsappgroupofmyfriends.Isteppedintothe

loungethenheadedtomyroom.Approachingthe

orchard,mommysmiledadmiringlyandfoldedher

armswatchinghermanonoveralls.Hebendedby



themangotreeandmouldednicelythesoil,after

diggingalittlewell,toprepareaniceridge.Yarona

playedaroundwiththewateringcanholdingitup

thenslowlymovingitdownaswatersprinkledon

theirplots,wateringtheloamsoilwhereheplanted

hisgreenpepperseeds.Theywereallbusywith

theirdutieswithoutnoticingmomuntilshecleared

herthroat.

Hewasstartledandturnedaroundflashingherwith

agrin.HeplacedbothhishandsunderYarona's

wateringcanandwashedthemashecontinuedto

sprinklethewater.Hewipedhimselfwithhis

overallsashewalkedtowardshiswife...

Iclosedmybedroomdoorandlocked.ThenI

searchedfromthetoppartofthewardrobewhere

wekeptblankets,formytrunck.Itookthekeyand

unlockeditthenItookmydiaryandfellonmybed.

Iexcitedlywroteaboutmeetingmysister.Ihonestly



felthappylikeanewchildwasbornintoourfamily.

IhadlongwishedtohavesomeoneIcallasister.

Tomeasistermeantsomeoneyoucanshareyour

deepestsecretswith.Someoneyoucancounton

throughthickandthinandsomeoneyoucantrust

witheverything,evenyourboyfriend.Iwastiredof

Sharingmyexcitementormyhighlightsandmy

deepestsecretswithmydiary.Ijustthoughtmy

sisterwastherightpersoncosmyfriendshonestly

werenotgoodenough.Istoppedafterdescribing

myfeelingsaboutthismysterioussisterwhoIwas

abouttomeetinafewhours.

Minuteslater,Isighedrememberinghowforthe

pastfewdaysObhadbeenignoringmycalls.He

gaveexcusesandspoketomebriefly.Iwas

wonderingwhatwashappeningbecausehereally

hadchanged.Itookmyphoneanddialedhimagain.

ThistimeItdidnotevenring.Iheardabeepandthe

callended.Itriedseveraltimesthecallending

beforegoingthrough.Iclickedmytonguethentook

myoldphoneandinsertedaneworangeSimcard



thatIboughtafewdaysback.Iquicklyregistered

theSimthenIdialedOb'sno.Mycallwentthrough.

AfemalevoiceansweredandIpanickedbutjust

talked.

Me:hellocanIspeaktoOb?

Voice:canIgethismessageplease?heisbusy

doingsomething

Me:whoisthis?

Voice:hisfianceewenaketlarekemang?

Me:fiancee?IsthisnotObakeng'sno.(Itookmy

phoneoffmyearsandcheckedtheno.Again.

Voice:yeskemogatseObnnanawenaomangkana?



Iheardababycryinginthebackground.

Me:mogatse!NoObismyboyfriend.I'mhis

girlfriend

Voice:firmly)heelannanalistentomeandlistento

meverycarefully.Idon'twanttorepeatmyself.You

aredelayingmetonursemybaby.Heiscrying.

MothoyooorengObyokeraagweKatlowautlwa,

nnakeMmagweKatlo.SoThisshouldbeyourvery

lasttimecallingmyfiancee.Wearegettingmarried

insixmonths.Isitclear?Ifagoakeditseit'stoo

badmygirl,hisfamilyisbacknow.Golaolannale

Katlo

IhissedmyeyesnarrowedthenImuttered:

Me:what?but..



Voice:heelagirlshapmmaI'mattendingKatlo.This

ismyfiancee'sphonelikeIsaid,stopcallingokay

SheimmediatelyhungupandIlookedlikeI'vejust

seenaghost.Ithrewmyphoneonmybedroom

sofathenIburiedmyfaceonmypillowandcried

myselftosleep.

Itwasjustabriefnap.Iwokeupshortlyand

narrowedmyeyesfuriously.IaskedmyselfwhyI

criedbecauseafteralltheguyIwantedtobewith

wasAlex.OkIhadtocrythough.Hebrokemy

virginityonlyforourrelationshiptolast3months.

Heactuallytookawaymyinnocenceandnowhe

wasmarryinghisbabemama.ThebabythatIdidn't

evenknowexisted.Thenerveofthisguy!Afterall

thetroubleIwentthroughsneakingouttosatisfy

hissexualneeds.Rebellingagainstmyfamily.Now

suddenlyhehasafamily.Whenheusedtotellme

thatIwasallthatmattersinhislife.Hebetrayedme.



Menaretrash.Menareliars.Firesoffurywere

smolderinginmysmallnarrowedeyesasideleted

allhispicturesinmyphone.

IthenloggedontoFacebooktosearchformy

crush.Itypedonthesearchbuttonandalonglistof

Alexpoppedout.IsighedrealizingIwouldatleast

needhissurnametofindhim.ThenIdialedOreneile.

Oreneile:hiKelly

Me:hiNei,howareyou

Oreneile:I'mfineandhowareyou

Me:I'mgood.Nemmadon'tyouknowAlex's

surname?Isawsomearticlewrittenabouthimin

somepaperIwaswonderingit'stheoneIknow



Oreneile:ohreally,whatwasitabout.Hissurname

issomethingalongOrebotseorOreboleng.Whyo

neosabotseLone?

Me:ohokayit'snothim.Itmeansthatoneisjusta

differentAlex.Ithoughtitwashim.Iactuallytried

Lone'sno..Itwasnotgoingthrough

Oreneile:okaywhatwasthearticlefor.

Me:ah..Mm..noit'sokaynekebotsagoneshap.

Iquicklyhungupbeforeansweringherquestion.I

thensearchedagainfirstwithOrebotsethenItried

Orebolengandtherehewas,myman.Those

pinkishLips,JesusChrist!Thewayheshapedhis

beardandthecurlyhairwithanicelyshaped

haircut.GodusedbrandnewtoolsonthisoneI

swear.Thisguywashandsome.



IscrolleddownthroughhisprofileandIheldmy

breathtoeachpictureIcameacross.Therewas

thisotheronewhereheworehisnursesuniform.

Hewasbreathtaking.Mylipscurledintoabroad

grinasIkeptimaginingmyselfwithhim.Ithensent

himafriendrequest.NowthatIwasnolongerwith

ObIdidn'treallycare.Iwasgoingtofighttowin

thisman.AfterallhedumpedLone.

Allofasuddensomedisappointingthought

crossedmymind.Whatiftheseguysallplayedus.

Whatiftheyareagangofguyswhojustwantedto

useuswhiletheyareactuallyincommitted

relationships.FirstitwasMikenowOb.OhmyGod

whatifAlexwasalsotakenandhasactually

engagedsomeoneorworseimpregnatedsomeone.

Ibrushedthethoughtoffandsmileddetermined

withsomuchhope.Iwasgoingtofighttogetthis

one.IsmilednaughtilydreamingofthatdaywhenI

willbeAlex'sgirlfriend.NowthatI'verequestedhim

onFacebook.Ihadtofigureoutmynextplan.I

jotteddownthatwehadtomeet.YesandIhadto



focusbecauseduringthismeetingIhadtoimpress

himandwinhisheart.Ibitmylipsthoughtfullyand

myfacebrightenedintoabroadbeam.Iputaway

myphoneandwenttoshowerinpreparationforour

meeting.

AtMmaChedu'shouse

MmaChedusatonherbedandthoughtfullyscrolled

throughherphone.Shesadlysighedthinkingof

Lucia.Shewasreleasedafewdaysbackbutshe

stilllookedweakandsick.Thepainshefeltforthis

womanwaslikeshewasherownbloodorworse

child.HerheartbledforLesediwhohadtogrowup

youngasshewastomakebigdecisionsinher

family.Sherealizedshehaddonelessornothing

forGodbutthisparticularfamilyshewasnotgoing

toforsakethem.

Shecurvedherlipsinabriefgrinrememberingher

dayswithLuciabeforeshefellsick.Shewassucha



cheerfulwoman.Sheusedtocleanherhousefor

her.Shewaslikeherfirstborndaughtersinceher

childrenwereaway.shebakedsconesforher

almosteveryday.Luciawasahardworker,a

generousandkindperson.Humbleandreserved.

HerdaughterLesediinheritedsome,ifnotallofher

goodtraits.Watchingherbedridden,toreherheart

topieces.

Sheparticularlyrememberedtheothertimeshe

wasdownwithfluandLuciatookherintoherhouse.

Shepamperedherlikealittlebabycookingsoupfor

her.Givinghermassages.Cleaningherhousefor

her.Thiswomanwasmorehelpfulthanherown

family.Shewasawomanwithabigheart.She

droppedatearrememberinghowhelplessLucia

wasduetothismonstercalledcancer.Sherubbed

offalonetearthatrandownhercheekandshe

dialledherdaughterChedu.

Chedu:mamahowareyou



MmaC:I'mfinemybabehowareyou?

Chedu:retengmamawemissyou.It'sbeen

monthsoganagoreetelamoGabs.Bosawa

ntalelakemoreilekaredikoloditswalwaI'mposting

herthatside.

MmaC:bringmygrandsonmmaImisshim.Ican't

comethatsideChedu.Ihavethingstotakecareof

here.Okaemonnao?

Chedu:boThandoandhusbandarestayingin

Bokaamama.RonaremoGaborone.ButIhope

theyarewell,it'sbeenawhilewithouttalkingto

them

MaC:youdon'tcheckeachotherwhy?



Chedu:mamaThandokanainherlifesheonly

thinksaboutherself.Shethinkssheisontopofthe

world.Shedoesn'treallycareaboutotherpeople.

SolennaI'veleftherassheiscosIusedtocallher

andcheckher.ButI'vejustrealizedeneshenever

reallycareswhereIamandhowIamdoingwithmy

kids.KedulehelamogoThandomama.

MmaC:noyoudon'thavetodothatCheduThando

isyourlittlesistersemofelelepelo.Keepchecking

herandtellherwhatyouexpectfromher.LeBata

goRutaKaboengfalelwaelelonababatona.Ok

mygirlotherwiseIdidnotcallyouforthat

Chedu:(attentively)okay

MmaC:IwanttotakeinLuciashejustgotoutofthe

hospitalandsheisstillill.Herdaughterisdoing

form3itisreallydisturbingher.Iwanthertofocus

onschoolwhileIcareforhermother



Chedu:(abitdown)okayhey,forhowlongmama?

KanannaIwantedyoutocomeoverhereletlele

nthusethismonthbomaidbantsenyadingalo.Ke

BatamothofelayoerengBosaatswasekolongka

1aboamofithela.OtherdutiesIdothemafter

work,onweekendsorkehirabadipiecejob

MmaC:CheduyouthinkIcanjustleavehereand

cometheretobeyourgirl.Ican'tleavemyhome

Chedu.Justhireamaidmma.IhavetohelpLucia

Chedu:Iwanthelpforthismonthonlycoswhenthe

schoolcloseshisfathertakeshimoryoucango

withhimthatside.MamaimdesparateSetso

comeslatefromschoolandBosaisjustababyfaa

tswasekolonggobatlagonalemongwe.Keago

kopamama.Themaidjustleft.

Mmac:ican'tmanage



Chedu:butwhymama?

MmaC:ChedugakeutlwalengwanakekereI'm

takingLuciain?Shejustcamefromthehospital

sheissufferingfromcancerngwanaka.Ican'tleave

hertosufferalone.Lesediotholakosekolong

Chedu:andyou'vedecidedtochooseheroverme

mama.

MmaC:don'tbeselfishmydaughter.Thisisnot

howIraisedyou.I'msayingLuciaissickChedu,

criticallyill.Thisisthewomanwhousedtocookfor

youhereandwashyourbabythingsolemotsetse.

OdilebetsedisconestsagaLuciaolemotsetse

wagaeneBosa.Nowyouwantmetoleaveherdie

alone.Ketabogelengwanawalestd1asifI'm

rushingforawomanInlabour.

Cheduweee!LookforamaidforBosaIcan'tcome



thatsidenow.Ican'tleaveLuciainhercondition

Chedu:(angrily)okIneverknewyoucouldchoose

heroverme,yourdaughtermama.nnayokego

romelelangMadi.Kekgonagogoduelwadibill

whileyourchildThandodoesnotgiveadamn.Now

yourefusetocomeandhelpmeandchooseatotal

stranger.Mosadifelayoesenglesikalagago.

MmaC:imnotchoosingastrangermygirl.There

youarewrong.TomeLuciaisfamily.IfIcouldlose

herIwillbeintrouble.Evenmyownsiblingsdonot

comeclosetowhatLuciaistome.Lelonafela

bongwanakelekgakalagaleitsegoreretshela

Jangkwano.WherewereyouCheduwhenLucia

tookmeinwhenIwasdownwithfluledikodutsedi

nengdilemaswetsele

Chedu:Iwasnottheremamabutitwasjustflu.I'm

sureLuciaisnotexpectingyoutopaybackforthat

orsomething.Enesheissufferingfromachronic



illnessmama,cancer.Areyougoingtobestuck

therewithherallyourlifebecauseshehelpedyouo

lwalaflu.Whereisherfamily?Thisisacriticaltime.

I'm sureifyoucangetreallysickbommamaneba

katlakoo.NnaleThandorekadecidagogotsaya

orsomething.SothisLuciagaanamasika??

MmaC:eemmagaaanamasika.Ican'targuewith

youanymoreCheduhopeyouwillfindamaidfor

mygrandson.I'mnotcomingthere.Idon'texpect

youtounderstandmecosyouareevenfailingto

checkyourlittlesisteralemoBokaa.Galea

nkgotsabongwanaka.

Shequicklyhungupbeforesherespondedandshe

angrilyclickedhertongue.Sheputonherflipflops

andworeherheadwrap.ShelefttoLucia'shouse...

GOODNIGHTREADERSPLEASELIKESHAREAND

COMMENT.



©agiantwithinmebooks.

[10/19,15:32] :MYCRUSH

*28

AtLesedi'shouse

Thecloudsswirledlightlyabovetheirhousewitha

palegreycolor.Thesunthatkeptappearingand

dissapperinguntothecloudshadthepotentialto

bringawarmerday.Howevertheairwascoolerand

thecloudswerevividallwithoutadropofrain

whichwasexpectedbyalmosteveryone.

Leseditookallthedrylaundryfromthelinetoher

room.

Shethenputamattressandblanketsatthesitting

roomandabigcontinentalpillow.Thenshe



warmedwaterandpouredinhermother'slargejug

andaddedabitoflemonjuicetoit.Sinceshecame,

Luicapreferredtodrinkonlywarmwater.AtLucia's

bedroom,Lesedihelpedheroutofherbedtothe

sittingroom.MmaCpickedupthepapersthatwere

thrownbyboysatthesittingroomandveranda.

Shethenwipedthefloorwithadampmop.Lesedi

supportedhermotheruntilshesatdownbythe

blankets.Shewidelyopenedallthewindowsfor

freshairtocirculate.Luciaweaklylaiddownasshe

feltlikeahugerockhasbeenplacedoverherhead.

Shedriftedofftosomesleepstillholdingontoher

achinghead.

Lesedi:sinceshecameshecomplainsalotof

headaches

MmaC:yahshewillbefinemygirlletherrestbefore

thevisitorscome

Lesedirushedtothekitchenrememberingher

muffins.Sheputonovenglovesandpulledoutthe



trayofyummymuffins.

MmaC:didintleJangdikukungwanaka.

Lesedi:tasteformemmaCI'vebakedforvisitorsso

thatwecanatleastofferthemteawhentheycome.

MmaC:Warevisitorskemanglemangkante?

Lesedi:Jacob'swife,aresheiscomingwithher

daughter.I'mfinallymeetingmysister,waitsekana!

MmaC:okay.AbatlebantsheMadibarethuse.Go

okagoachontsha

Lesedi:hahahaMmaC!retlabonelateng.Theysaid

theywillbehereinanhourstime.Hopemamawill

beup



MmaC:eeIthinksotoo.Kanammekenekebatla

goremeeemeelelona.LegaleIcanalwayscome

later.IthinkIwillhavetogobackhomesothatI

don'tintrude.Baengbatlebaphuthologe.

Lesedi:ahMmaCnnaidon'tthinkso,youarefamily

kana.Youcan'tleavemewithstrangersandmy

sickmother.Whatiftheywanttodosomethingto

us.

MmaC:somethinglikewhattotaSedi.Hahaha!okay

Iwillstayifyouinsist.

Lesedi(releasedasigh)that'sgreat

LesediplacedallhermuffinsinalargeTupperware

bowl.MmaCpickedoneandslowlychewed

impressedbythetaste.SheaskedLeseditoboil

waterforacupoftea.



Lateronaftersheenjoyedhertea.,Luciaslowly

openedhereyesandyawned.

Lucia:(withabitroughvoice)heyMmaC..Idozed

offhelakesaitemoge.Tlhogoeaopa.

MmaC:it'sokayLucy.It'simportantthatyourest

Lucia:eishI'mtiredofsleepingIthinkIshouldtryto

stretchkgantelekedikologamojarateng

MmaC:eegobatlakgantelegoseletsatsi.SediEma

fangwanakaIwon'tdelayyou.

Lesedisteppedoutofthekitchenandsatononeof

thesofas.ReaandKgosiranintothehouseand

KgsoiswitchedontheTVastheysatontheir

mothersmattress.



Lesedi:Kgosi,Reatswangmodikobongtsaga

mama.Sitonthematbanna.

MmaC:boyspleaseswitchofftheTVandgoand

playoutside.BafedisconesbatswefaSedi.

Lesedigavetheboysonemuffineach.They

washedtheirhandsandsatontheverandaeating

beforetheyrushedoutsidetostartkickingtheball.

MmaCclearedherthroatandspoke:

MmaC:LucyIwanttotakeyoutomyhomesothatI

canfullylookafteryou.IreallywantSeditofocus

onschoolandyouaretooweak.Youneedhelpwith

mostthings

Lucy:MmaCIdon'twanttobetoomuchofaburden.

WillyoumanageMmaC?



MmaC:LucyIcan'tjustwatchyouwhilethissickI

wantyoutocomeandstaywithme..Lesediisa

childgakekakekamolathelelamolwetsi.She

shouldconcentrateonschoolandpass.SoIwant

youtocomewithmeafteryouattendyourvisitors

Lucy:okMmaCGodbless(voicetrailingoff)Idon't

knowifIwouldhavesurvivedthiswithoutyouand

yourprayers

MmaC:youarepartofmyfamily.You'veshownme

kalebolelagagoLucia.Ican'tignoreyouthistime

whenyouneedmemost.

Lucia:kealebogamamawame,youarereallythe

bigsisterthatIneverhad.

Lesedi:(tearfully)MmaCIdon'tknowwhattosay

youarethebesttotakareModimoogookeletse



malatsi.Whatyouaredoingtomyfamilyis

amazing.Youaretheonewhoreallygivesmehope

thatweshallriseoverthis.MamaI'msohappythat

youmadeitatthesurgery.Thedoctorsseemedto

behappytoo.Itwasn'teasy.MamakanaMmaCo

neantaletsaka500pulafakelekoGabslast

monthcheckingonyouaftersurgery.Itwasn'teasy

costheguesthousebilltookalloursavings.

Lucia:yahmygirlwewillriseoverthis.MmaC

Modimootlagosegofatsagofetajaakaadirile.A

gookeletsemalatsioteoboneBanababoLesedi,

obanyadise.Sediyouaresuchawoman.Allmy

doctorsweresurprisedofyourstrengthand

intelligence.Theysaidyouaskedthemtoexplain

anydetailtheysaidandyouwantedtounderstand

everyproceduretheyperformed.Theywere

impressedofhowinquisitiveandfearlessyouwere.

Itoldthemyouwantedtobeadoctorandtheysaid

withyourpassionyoucanbe,wejusthaveto

encourageyou.Youdon'tknowhowproudIamof

youdaughter.Comeandgetyourkissmyprincess.



Lesedi:(shyly)hahahamamamma.

ShebroughthercheekcloserandLuciaplanteda

softpeckonhercheek.

MmaC:Sedimmaisveryintelligentlennaonea

kgonagonthemagonefakasekgoasabongaka.

Gotwekethalosetswagorengakayareng.Ahmo

goSediobolaileLucy.Ngwanayoosa

kgathegelenggosasankegajaakaboBridget.Ke

bonemalobaantseaitisatisafagowenaLesedi.

Gaautlwemosetsanayoo.Kegantsikebabona

bahakanelemosimanemomahihingkanagoneha

Pelegajaratayamefa.

Lesedi:hahahaMmaC.

MmaC:sesegolokeeducationngwanakaBasimane

baadia.



ShelaughedoutloudrememberingwhatMmaC

oncesaidaboutthehandsomenursewhousedto

assistthematNyangabgwe.Shefoundherself

driftingtodeeplythinkabouthim.Whatahumble

youngmanhewas.Hewasthefirstmanheever

sawwhoishandsomebeingthathumble.She

smilednaughtiilywonderingwheresheputthenote

padwherehescribbledhisno.

Lucia:obolelelaruriMmaCeducationfirst.Oago

utwaSedileobonaatshegatshegaJaana.Boys

aredangerousmygirlespeciallyatyourage.They

willslowlyhelpyouburyyourdreambagotshudisa

banababobagophuaganya.Befocused.

Lesedi(smiling)eemma.Keyakoroomong

MmaC:hahahareamokobaLucia.Tsamayamma

resalereijelatsasesadisegolodikgang.



Lesedirushedtoherbedroomandtookouther

clearpagefilelookingthroughitspocketsfora

greenpieceofsticknotepaper.Shewentthrough

allpocketslookingthroughremovingher

certificatesandotherpapers.Shesighed

disappointedwhenshecouldn'tfindanything.

Instantlysomethingcrossedhermind.She

rememberedthatshewasreadingaDaniellSteel

novelandthatdaysheusedthesticknoteasa

pagemarker.Shecheckedthroughherbookshelf

andpulledoutthenovel.Shepagedthroughitand

finallyfoundthenote.Shesmiledlookingathis

numberandthecursivehandwritingwherehewrote

hisname.Shethoughtwhatifhemovedoncosshe

wastooslowforhimormaybetooburdenedor

stressed.Ormaybehewasn'treallyinterestedin

her,hewasjustsympathizing.Butthelookinhis

eyeseachtimetheymetcommunicatedsomething.

Shejustcouldn'trespondthattimebecauseshe

wastoostressed.Shegotabitconfusedbut

decidedtojustsendhimamessage.



Shecouldn'tfindtherightwordsasshekepton

typingmessagesanddeletingthem.Finallyshe

settledforthisone:

'HiitsLesediMosweu.Longtime.Mommysurvived

thesurgeryandsheisrecoveringhereathome.

Thoughsheisstillabitweak.Butimhopefulshe

willbefine.Thanksonceagainforyourkindness

thattimewhenshewasstillatyourhospital.

Sheclickedsendandafewsecondthephone

beepedshowingadeliveryreport.Shesmiledand

waitedforhisresponse.

MeanwhilesheheardBoboloudlytalkingatthe

sittingroomandsheleftherroomtoseehim.

Bobo:SediI'vegoteverybodyinthesepaperbags.

Todaygojewasekgoannaka.Kegoitsekego



tshepha.Youcanremovethewholechickenhere

andputitintheovenandmakemagictoit.Rebore

ikgaolamenwana.Gonalebodicheese,dinandos

sauces,diyourghutsandjuicesforoladiz.

MmaCheldherlaughterinashewatchedhim

takingoutthingsheboughtfromtheshoppingbags

describingtheminafunnywayatthesametime.

Bobo:boys!boys!comeoverheremyguys.Wehave

yorghutshere,wehavepolonies,wehavepears.

Choosebafanabame,tsatsienorejasekgoabo

melaiti.Choosewhatyouwantguys.

Luciaclappedherhandswatchinghimspeechless.

WhileLesedialsoleanedonthedoorframeand

watchedhim.

Bobo:Sedicomeoncomeoverherecomeandget

whatyouwant.Thenfillupthefridgemygirl.Koore



tsatsienokebatlaetlaleepenologefridge,wabona

mygirl.Takeoldayzjugandfillitupkajuice.MmaC

jadipananamamzo.Onwelemolwetsijuice,thisis

theonlychance.

Lucia(withaseriousface)Bobotherightmanners

arethatwhenyouarriveathomeandfindpeople

yougreetthemfirst.Wheredoyougetallthese

thingsandwhyareyousoloud?

Bobo:what?ohyahexcusemybadmannersgakea

dumedisa.Dumelang.I'mexcitedkooreolady,wa

bona.Whocannotbeexcitedifhismotheris

healedfromCancer.ImagineCancer!Oladykana

thatdayIfoundyouonthehospitalbedkebatlileke

vaa.Koorethethoughtoflosingyoukefaokareke

metsamagalaeish!

MmaCcouldnolongerholdherlaughtershe

laughedoutloudlookingathim.



Lucia:(irritated)heelaBobokarewheredoyouget

allthesethings?

Bobo:oladykeaspanakana.Iworkveryveryhard.

Keleleibaraeebutit'sajob.Madigaakwalabo

labour.SoIdecidedtotake80%ofmysalaryand

spoilmyfamily,wabona.KamosoChiefleReake

yashoppingleboneforclothesthistime.Sedinext

mnthkerekadstvnnakayoubewatchingallkinds

ofmoviesandsoapieshagogatangBobzteng.

Nnamogolokasebele.

Lucia(laughing)thisisridiculousIdidn'tknowyou

areworking.Sotsagagodijohadigorogadi

bokiwajaana.OneelaBanalebakgotshe?Gago

jewejalobafana.IfyouarereallyworkingI'mproud

ofyou.

Bobo:hahakeseriousoladysorrynekeBatlaba



itumelabafanabame.

Lesedi:hahaha!waitseyouaredramaticBobo.

LookingatthegateBobonoticedMavis'sBenz

slowingdown.

Bobo:(loudlywithafunnydance)reba..humiree..

te..LwakediBenz.Choza!Ahselahlabanna!

Lucia:heelamosimanekewenastopdoingthatotla

retshegisabatho.Bobowhenareyougoingtogrow

up.Seditakeallthoseplasticsandputthemaway

thenclosethekitchen.Bobowenastopbehaving

likealunatic.

NoticingtheBenzatthegateReaandKgoairaced

tothegateandopenedit.Mavisslowlydrove

throughthegateintotheyardandparkedinfrontof



thehouse.InthehouseLesediquicklyputawayall

ofBobo'sgroceriesandwipedthefloorwithamop

wherehesteppedwithsoil.

Bobosatquietlyatthesofaconfusedatwhy

everyonewaspreparingthemselveslikethe

presidentwasabouttoarrive.Hermotherkept

givinghimanevileyewhenhetriedtosay

somethingandhedecidedtojustkeepquiteand

seewhatwashappening.Stillracingfrom thegate,

theboysnoisilyenteredthehousetellingBobothat

theywanted.TheysaidBananas,pearsyogurts.

TheymentionedeverythingthatBobohasbeen

braggingabout.

LuciagavethemaSternlookputtingherfingeron

thelipssignalingtothemthattheyshouldkeep

quite.Bobonoticedhowuncomfortablethe

situationwascalledtheboysout.

Bobo:guyslet'sgoandkicktheball.Ifyouguyswin



youaregoingtochoosewhatyouwantfromthe

nicefoodinthefridge.

Theydiasapointedlyfollowedhimoutwithaball.

WesteppedoutformthecarandBobobowedlow

greetingusandsecretlywinkedatme.Theboys

alsogreetedusandwegavethemhighfives.I

carriedthebasketoffruitsandmamaheldthe

plasticwithjuices.Lesediwalkedouttowardsus

withabroadsmile.Damn!shewasbeautiful.Her

skinwassmoothandflawless.Shehadbigeyes

andabeautifulfigure.Andhersmilebrightenedthe

world.DoesBridgetmeanI'mthisbeautiful.She

saidIlooklikeher.

Shehumblygreetedmumbowinglowthenwitha

smileshesaidhitomeandusheredusin.

Westeppedintothehouseandgreetedeveryone.

Mycheekswerebeginningtogettiredofallthose

smiles.Wenicelysatdownonthesofas.Thesmall



BHClowcosthousewasneatlypackedand

spotless.ThefurniturewasoldandtheTVwas

smallbutIadmiredthelevelofcleanlinessinthat

house.Thefloorwasnottiledbutitwassparkling

likeamirroronecouldseeherselfonit.

Anawkwardmomentprevailedforawhileuntil

mombrokethesilence...
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Anawkwardmomentprevailedforawhileuntil

mombrokethesilence...

Mom:batsadiwearethankfulforallowingusinto

yourhome.MynameisMavisBasiame.I'mthewife



toJacobBasiame.(Sheclearedherthroatand

lookedatLuciawhowasseriouslylistening)3

monthsbackyourdaughterLesedi,phonedmy

husbandandIhappenedtohavepickedthephone.

SoIsuggestedthatwemeet.WemetatMarang

andshetoldusthatsheisJacob'sdaughter.Itwas

averysaddiscoveryformesinceeneelegoneke

utwang.ButtocutthelongstoryshortI'vedealt

withit.Rebuilelemonnawame.I'veaccepted

Lesedi.Ifheismyhusband'skidsheisalsomine.

SoweareheretoseeLesediandherfamilyandto

gettoknowher.(pointingatme)Thisismysecond

borndaughter,KeletsoLelentleBasiame.Wecall

herLelemostofthetimes.

SuddenlyLesedi'sphonebeepedreceivingansms

andshesmiledreadingit.

'A:wowthat'sgoodnews.WethankGod.ifyou

don'tmindIcancomeoverwhenI'mofftojust

greether,kemothola.'



Shesmiledandtyped.

'Idon'tthinkitsaproblem.Justalertmewhenyou

arecoming'

Hequicklyresponded,

A:ofcourseIwill

Lucia:(weakly)thanksmma.Yousoundlikeasweet

woman.I'mLuciaMosweu.

Shepausedasherthroatfeltdryandshecoughed

severaltimes.Shetookherjugandsippedsome

water.

Sorryaboutthat.Iwassaying,IamLucia.The



mothertoLesedi.Keabobolajaakalebonakele

modiphatengJaana.Ijustcamefromthehospital

lastweek.

shepausedandtriedtoclearherthroatbutshe

endedupcoughingcontinouslyasweworriedly

staredather.

Lesedithenchippedin.

Lesedi:(smiling)mamaIthinkgagobatleobua

thata.Itkindoftriggersyourcough.(tous)

dumelangMmaBasiameandKeletso.Nicemeeting

you.ThelasttimeImetmmaBasiame,thesituation

wasbad.I'mgladwemeetagaininarelaxed

platform.MamagaatsogabutIthinkshehas

wordsforyou.Iwanthertorelaxabitotlabua.

NnakennaLesedi.I'mthesecondborndaughter.

It'sacoincidencethatKelsisalsothesecondborn.



ShewasthefirstpersoncallingmeKelsandIfound

itintriguing.ItwasalwaysLeleorKelly.

Sheseemedlikeaboldandconfidentgirl.Courage

washedthroughmelikeaperfectsurfer'swave.I

waslookingforwardtohavingachatwiththisgirl.

OrshouldIsaymysister.

Lesedi:weareactuallythree.Ihaveabigbrother,

Baboloki,theonewhoisoutsidewiththelittleboys

thenalittlebrother,Kgosi.Theyoungestone.The

otherboyReagile,ismynephew,mybrother'sson.

(placingherhandsonMmachedu'slap)ThenI'm

blessedtohavemyothermamahere,Mmachedu.

Shelivesattheoppositehouse.Sheismummy's

bigsister.

Mavis:wowLesediyouaresuchaspeaker.You've

donejusticetotheintroductions.Likeseriously.

MmaChedu:kelebogelagoleitseMmeMma



Basiamelemosetsanayomontlenyaneyo.

ShesmiledlookingatmeandIsmiledback.Lucia

clearedherthroughandspoke:

Lucia:thanksforthevisitmmaBasiame.Keyoo

ngwanawalona.Iwillnotsaymuchaboutyour

husbandbutIwishhewaspersonallyhere.I

deserveanapologyfromhim.Butanywaythanks

forbothojagago.obolaileJacob.Sedigowithyour

sistertothekitchenledirengteerenwe

bongwanaka.(tome)babygirljustfeelfreearound

Sediandchataboutanythingyouwant.Iraisedher

wellI'msureshewillbekindtoyou.

Inoddedwithabiggrinasshesaidthewords.

LesedistoodandIshylyfollowedhertothekitchen.

LuciafacedMaviswithaseriousfaceandslowly

muttered:



Lucia:MmaBasiamefaobonakekobaBanaJaana

Iwantustotalkwomantowoman.Mmacheduis

hereasmysistergaaresepe.NnammaIknowI

nearlydestroyedyourmarriagekadilotsa

bogologolo.TotaIhavestayedwiththissecretfor

yearsthoughJacobhadignoredme.Iraisedmy

childalonewiththeknowledgethatIwaswrongto

sleepwithmonnawamotho.Iwillnotgetintothe

detailsofhowJacobandImet.AndhowIendedup

pregnantunlessyouwantthem.ButIwantyouto

knowthatIregrettedgotsholangwanaleamarried

manforyears.IdecidedtojustleaveJacobalone.

CoseverytimewetalkedonthephoneIfelthewas

uncomfortablewhisperingandtotagokopananae

moditselengketsayaMadiangwanaIfeltwas

wrong.Ilefthimtoenjoyhismarriageandraised

mychildalone.SototaIwashopelesswhenIgave

mydaughterJacob'snumber.IthoughtIwasdying.

Mylifewasslowlyslippingawayandtheworst

thingwasformetodieandleavemychildsuffering

whileherfatherisenjoyinglife.Ihavedonemybest



inlifebutIwasnowhelplessMmaBasiame.My

savingsweredepleting.Mychildrenwerealoneand

Iwasonthehospitalbed.ThelastthingIwanted

wasforLesediatherage,tostartlookingformento

supporthernnakemolobetserragwe.Gasegoreo

neasenkeampotsaLesedibutIkeptthisasecret

forawhileuntilIfellsick.

JaanongMmaBasiamennakealwala.Ngwanawa

gaJacobkeyomotlhokomeleng.Fakelemongwe

nkabokereJacobantueleallcostsofraisingfor

himsuchanintelligentandwellmanneredkid.

LesediisanAstudent.Leform3kesuresheis

goingtopasswithflyingcolors.ButIwillletallthis

slide.KeoneakereMmaC?

Shecoughedcontinouslycoveringhermouthwith

herhandkerchiefthenshetookasipofwaterfrom

herjug.

MmaC:oabuilennakagagonaafetangao.



MmaBasiamewearesothankful.Tomeitshows

thatyouareverymatureandstrongwoman.Many

womanwouldnotcomeforngwanawamonnayoa

bilengatshotsewhileyouarealreadymarried.Nna

samekegolebogabothofyoulewenaLucia.This

discussionisfromverymaturepeople.GoSupa

goreBasetsanabaletlabagodisabontlethata

bonnaka.

Mavis:withasmile)thankyouverymuchmme.

LuciaI'mhumbledbyallyousaid.I'msorryforall

thethingsyouwentthrough.Ithinkweshouldjust

burythepastandit'ssadnessandmoveforward.

Lesedimmaisjustabeautifulgirl.I'mgladtohear

thatsheisalsointelligent.

Luciasmiledproudlyasshesaid.Insidethekitchen

wegiggledaswechatted.Lesediplacedthe

muffinsinsideplatesformymother,hermomand

MmaC.Sheputthecupsinthetrayandakettleof

warmwater,warmmilk,sugarandcutlery.We



steppedouttothesittingroom,hercarryingthetray,

whileIcarriedabowlandwarmwaterwithajug.

Luciasmiledlookingatusandcontinuedspeaking.

Lucia:LesedimmaotlamoiponelaMmagweKelly

kelethalenyanaenegapegaaBoingwanake.Sheis

aboldgirl.

Shesmiledproudlyasshebentdownplacingthe

trayonthecoffeetable.Ibentlowwashingalltheir

hands.Thenwerushedbacktothekitchenand

brokeintolaughterastheystarteddrinkingtheirtea.

Lesedi:let'sgotomyroom.Ihavesomeclothesto

foldthere.Orjustgetamuffinfirst.Doyouwanttea

orjuice?

Me:aglassofjuiceplease.



Shepouredmejuiceandgavemetwomuffinsona

sideplate.

Lesedi:jaPelemmannankilekanwateekgantele.

I'mstillfull.

Itookabitefromthemuffinandslowlychewed

enjoyingthetaste.

Me:mmmmLeshthisisnicewhobaked?

Lesedi:me

Me:areyouserious?Idon'tevenknowhowtocook

magwingaLeshmmaa!

Lesedi:hahahawenammaKels!



Me:ahwaChunammathesearesonice.You

remindmeofdaddyotlatlaomoiponelalegale.

Likefatherlikedaughter.Kethabiwakedithongka

goreIcan'tevenaskforreceeipecoswhenIthink

ofmixingdoughkebonaelenightmarehela.

Lesedi:hahahathat'snicetohear.nnaItrymmabut

momisthebest.Keeneanthutileng.LecakeI

know.I'mjustnotperfect

Me:wowyouknowhowtobakecake.Leshthemma

youareamazing

Lesedi:hahahathankslove.

Me:youaresoperfect

Lesedi:notreallythemma.



Ifinishedallthemuffinsandjuicethenwewentto

herroom.Therewasasinglemetalbedwithavery

thinmattress.Thebedwasnicelymadewitha

purplebedspreadandmatchingpillowcases,anda

redheartshapedcushion.Therewasastudytable

atthecornerandherbookspackednicely.Awhite

chestofdrawerswithamirrorandabasketof

laundrybehindthedoor.Thelittleroomsotidyand

wellarranged.Shepulledthebasketoflaundry

behindthedoor.

Lesedi:Kelsjustrelaxonthebed

Me:yourroomisniceandcleanmma.

Lesedi:youaregoodatcomplementingsister.

Thanksmmagoniceengfelagonefa?

Iwasimpressedbythisgirl,sheseemedkindand

downtoearth.iwashappythatsheactuallycalled



measister.Ismiledeartoearaswecontinued

chatting.

MinuteslaterBobosteppedintothekitchenthrough

thebackdoorwiththeboys.Hegavethemsmall

polonieseachthenhetookaboxofjucieanddrank

withthebox.Hefinishedalltheremainingjuiceand

threwtheboxinthebin.Hethencutalmosthalfthe

500gpolonyandswallowedthebigslicestepping

out.

Helockedhiseyestoapolicecarbytheirgateand

hisheartskipped.Heapproachedthegateastwo

policeofficerssteppedoutofthecarandentered

thegate.Bobofrozestaringatthemasthey

approached.MeanwhileinsidethehouseMmaC

noticedthepoliceandworriedlylookedatthem

wonderingwhattheycouldbelookingfor.Noticing

thathereyeswerefixedoutside,MavisandLucia

alsosimultaneouslylookedoutthroughtheopen

windowsandspottedthepolicechattingwithBobo.



Lucia'sheartskippedandshefannedherselfwitha

scarfasMmaCstoodtofindoutwhatwasgoingon.

Mavisremainedconfusedaswecontinuedtolaugh

outloudatLesedi'sroomsharinggirlynews.
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MmaChedubowedlowgreetingtheofficers.The

boyshadstoppedplayingballandwere

surroundingBoboworriedly.Heconfessed:

Bobo:(tearfully)MmaCgakeadirasepethe

bathongit'snottrue

Officer:dumelangmme.Wearelookingfor



BabolokiMosweu,areyouhismother?

MmaC:dumelangborrebamolao.Babolokike

ngwanawagannakeMmaagwekemolwetsike

yolemontlong.WhatdidhedobathoBaboloki,atla

bolayannakekapelo.

Officer:wewanthimatthePolicestationtohelpus

withinvestigationsregardingtheftofsomebuilding

materialsataconstructioncompanycalledJakeB

construction.Heisoneofthelabourersthere.

Bobo:(withtearyeyes)nnagakeautswasepe

MmaCtobehonest.Iworkthereyesbutnnagake

itsesepe.

MmaC:BoboweeBoboyouwanttokillyourmother.

ReokaLuciawenaotsenyamapodisimojarateng.

Andyouembarrassuslikethisrenalebaeng.Bobo

whathaveyoudonemonna.



Officer:retsamayaleenentateyokopolicestation

mmegonejaanawedon'thavemuchtime.

TheotherPoliceofficertookoutsomehandcuffs.

Bobo:aobathobaModimokealekopasenhakeng

Ihaveakidontibile.Ididn'tstealanythingofficer.

I'mtellingyou.Kechaisitseka11afterwewerepaid.

AndIwenttotheshops.

Officer:oklet'sjustgo.

LuciacalledoutLesediandwecameoutofthe

roomonlytolockeyeswithpoliceofficerstaking

outBobo.

Mavis'sheartsanklookingatLucia'stears

streamingdownherface.



Lesedi:whatisgoingonhere?

Lucia:thepolicearetakingBobo.Whatdidhedo,

ngwanayootlampolayaSedi,whatdidhedo?Help

mestandSedikeutlwegoregorileng.

Suddenlyoneoftheofficerssteppedintothesitting

roomandgreetedMavisandLucia.

PoliceOfficer:MynameisOfficerMalaka.Weare

lookingforBabolokiMosweu.Wearetakinghim

withustothepolicestation

Lucia:(cryinghysterically)oModimowatshwaro.O

sentseengngwanayoMorena.Whatkindofbad

luckisthis.Mybrotherisinprisonandmyson

wantstogothatroutetoo.Whatisthis?Iaskedhim

severaltimewherehegotthosegroceries.Orilewa

berekaBabolokibathong!



PoliceOfficer:sorrymamajustcalmdownweare

takinghimtohelpuswithinvestigationsofthetheft

ofbuildingmaterialsatJake'sBconstruction.Heis

oneof..

Mavis:what?DidyousayJakesBconstruction.

PoliceOfficers:yesmam.

Mavis:that'smyhusband'scompany,ohmyGod.

Lelelet'sgo.Gatwethisboyandothersstoleat

daddy'scompany.

Me:what!.

Mavis:(checkingherphoneinthebag)ohmyGod

myphonehasbeenonsilent.Jacobhasbeen

callingme.5missedcallsdamnit!Lelelet'sgo.



IlookedatLesediwhoseeyesweretearysittingon

hermother'smattressrubbingherback.Iwavedto

herandgrabbedbylittlebagsteppingout.

Mavis:letmegommaLesedithat'smyhusband's

company.ShapLesedi

Lucia:insorry..I..

Shequicklysteppedoutandunlockedhercar.We

hoppedinandshedroveout.Lesedi'sheartsankas

thepolicetookawayBoboanddroveaway.MmaC

disapointedlygotinthehouseandquietlysatdown

staringatLuciawhowascryingsoftly.

MmaC:Lucynnaka.Let'sjustgivehimbenefitof

thedoubt.Maybehedidn'tsteal.Hewassayinghe

didn'tdoit.Thepolicealsoweresayingheis

helpingthemwithinvestigations.



Lucia:hediditMmaC.Wheredidhegetmoneyto

buyallthosegroceries.Ipushedmysontosteal

MmaC.Ialwayscomplainedthathedidn't

contributeanythingnowheresortedtocrime.I

couldhavejustlefthimthewayhewas.

MmaC:noLucydon'tblameyourself

Theboysenteredthehousecryingoutloud

Them:rebataBoboronaiyiiiiihiiiiii

MmaCtookbothofthemandplacedthemonher

lap.

Mmac:Kgosi,Rea,Bobowaboabongwanake.Wa

gothusamapodisi.Heiscoming



Them:butthepoliceareshooterstheyaregoingto

shoothim.

Lesedicriedsoftlyandmuttered,

Lesedi:thisspoiltthewholethingforus.Keletso

andhermomwillprobablynevercomehere.A

familywherethereisathief.Boboisatrouble

maker.

MmaC:let'shopeforthebestSedimothookgona

gotshwaraasadiramolato.Thenhewillbe

releasedafterinvestigations.Hewascryingthere

tellingtheofficershedidnotdoit.Hesaidheis

workingandhejustgothissalaryat11andwentto

shops.

Lesedi:itallanact.Bobohasnevertaken

responsibilityofanythinginhislife.Idon'tknow



whoisgoingtotakecareofhissonwhenhegoes

toprison.Andhowcanhedothistome,Ijustmeta

newfamily.Eneoyagoutswaattheircompany.

Thisisridiculous

Lucialaidonhermattressandcriedsoftlyuntilshe

driftedofftosleep.MmaCwatchedher

worriedlyandshecontinuedchattingwithLesedi

tryingtocalmherdown.

Meanwhileasshedrovehomemummyconnected

herphonetothecar'sBluetoothanddialleddaddy.

Mom:heyhunwhathappened?

Jacob:I'matthepolicestation.Mathakaabantse

barekisamymaterial.Projecteganagofelakante

theyarestealingfromme.



Mom:JakesIdidn'tknowyouhiredyourbaby

mama'sson.I'msodisappointed

Jacob:who?Ididn'tknowtoo.ButgoneIknow

Luciahasanoldersonmmegakesatholakemo

itsekanababe.

Mom:hahawaitsethisissomethingelse.Theytook

himwhilewewerethere.Theywerepretendingto

beagoodfamilybuttheyareactuallyafamilyof

thieves.Kefabaitidisahooretsamaya.The

womanebileshamelesslymutteredthatherbrother

isalsoinprison.Kafabanengbaitiraholykateng

whenwearrived.Theyfooledus.NnaIwillnever

stepintothatfamilyagain.

Jacob:butMav,thesonstealingdoesn'tmakethe

wholefamilythieves.

Mom:ahheygongweleeneLesediwasenya.I'm



notsure.HowwillItrustherinmyhouse

Ichippedinonthebackground

Me:ahmamayoucan'tbethatjudgemental.We

havetolearnwhoLesediisbeforejudgingher.

Mom:Keboregile.Wheredothatguygetthegutsto

stealinourcompany

Jacob:hewasnotalonebabedon'tworkyourself

up.JustgohomeIwillgiveyoufeedbackwhenwe

aredonehere.

Mom:noimjustdroppingoffLeleandcoming.

Jacob:it'snotnecessarylov



Mom:IinsistIwanttosupportyou.

Jacob:okay.

Shehungupandclickedhertongue.Shedrove

quietlyuntilItalked.

Me:mamaIdon'tthinktheyareabadfamily.Lesedi

issuchaniceperson.Sheismatureandsheknows

alotofthings.Shebakedthosemuffinsandshe

sayssheknowshowtobakeacake.Shesaidshe

willteachme.Thebrothermightbeaproblem

mamabutLeshisaniceperson

Mom:Idon'tcarewhethersheisniceornotorshe

isbakerorwhat.Youarenotevensurewhethershe

waslyingornot.Maybeitwasjustanact.It'sa

crimefamilythemotherconfessedthatevenher

brotherisinprison.



Me:sadly)let'sjustleaveitretabonelateng.

Momdroppedmeoffatourgateanddroveaway.I

salywalkedintoouryardandgreetedauntyRose

whowasbusyrakinginfrontofthehouse.She

gavemeaworriedlook.

Rose:areyouokayLele?

Me:um..auntyRoseI'msad.

Rose:what'sgoingon?Yourfatherlefthereina

hurryafteraphonecallthathisemployeesstole

someofhismaterials.

Me:yahheardthat,mommyisrushingtomeethim

atthepolice.Nnakesteriswaketsamefela.



Rose:whatexactlyLele,boyfriend?

Me:boyfriendenthadileauntyrose.I'vegivenup

aboutthatone.ButIwashappythatI'vejustfound

asister.Shesoundedlikesomeonewhowill

genuinelyloveme.ShewasfriendlyandkindandI

wasabouttosharewithhermydeepestsecrets.

ShewasactuallysweetauntyRose.Themomis

sickbutshewassweettoo.Thatgirlbakedyummy

muffinsandsheseemedlikeahardworkerIcould

learnfrom.IwasgladIfinallyhaveasisteruntilthe

policecameandtookherbrother.Apparentlyheis

involvedinthetheftatdaddy'scompany.Now

mummywantsnothingtodowiththatfamily.She

saidwhatifLesediisalsoathief.Idon'tthinkso

auntyRose.ShesaysIshouldn'tgothere.Whyis

shebeingthatjudgemental?

Rose(puttingherarmaroundmyshoulder.)Dont

worryLelemummyisjuststressed,shewillcome

around.Lesedistillremainsyoursistermoithute



felaoiketile.

Me:okhopemommywillallowhertovisitmesoon.

Rose:shewillsheisstillangryandtheymight

recovertheirthings.

Me:youthinkso?

Rose:yesIdo

Me:ok.Letmegoandliedown.Yarryokae

Rode:watchingTV

Me:ok.



Islowlyopenedthemaindoorthenhurriedtomy

bedroomtoliedown.Iplayedrnbonmyphoneand

coveredmyselfwithafleeceblanketanddriftedoff

tosomesleep.

AtLesedi'shouse.

LaterthateveningMmaCandtheboystookLucia's

bagsandblanketstoMmaC'shouse.Lesedisadly

hummedachurchsongwhileshecleanedupthe

kitchenandwashedthecupstheyusedfortea.

Luciaslowlywalkedthoughtfullyaroundtheyard

thinkingofBoboandhisstunts.Whywashereally

eagertobuyfancyfoodforthem?Didshe

pressurizehimtosupportthefamily?Whatifhe

goestoprison?

Shesighedasshewalkedbackintothehouseand

satonhersofawaitingforMmaC.



MeanwhileinsidethekitchenLesedi'sphone

beepedreceivingansms.

A:CanIpassbytomorrowevening?

Shewipedherhandswiththedishclothandleaned

overtheunitcounterresponding...
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MeanwhileinsidethekitchenLesedi'sphone

beepedreceivingansms.

A:CanIpassbytomorrowevening?



Shewipedherhandswiththedishclothandleaned

overtheunitcounterresponding,

Lesedi:yahbutshemovedtoourneighborshouse

today.Idon'tthinkshewillmindyoucomingover.

A:okifyouarenotreallysureIshouldcomewecan

maybemeetsomhwereelse

Lesedi:ahjustcomeshewillbehappytoseeyou.

Youwereaveryhelpfulnurse

A:okayhopingnexttimelewenayouwillvisit

Lesedi:yahIwillsee.I'mjustafraidofvisitingmen's

house.

A:okayyouareright.It'snotappropriate.Maybe



goingouttoeatsomewhereatthemalls.

Lesedi(smiling)thatsoundslikeaplan.

A:good,wewillfindasuitabledatebeforeyouget

busywithexams

Lesedi:Iwillbelookingforwardtothat

A:perfect.Howarerevisionsgoing?

Lesedi:perfectlyfine.Istillwanttointensifyon

languagesIalwaysdobadonthem.

A:soyouareascienceperson?

Lesedi:Yahsciencesandmathsaremythings.



A:thenyouaregoingtobeabrilliantdoctor

Lesedi:yes,asurgeonspecializinginremoving

tumors.

A:that'smygirl.

Lesedi:mymotherssicknessmotivatedmeeven

more.

A:I'mproudofyou

Lesedi:hahahathanks,heyihaveahighlighttoday.

A:whatisit?



Lesedi:Ijustmetmystepsister.

A:that'snice.Youlikeher?

Lesedi:prettymuchsheseemslikeaniceperson

A:Goodluckgettingtoknowher.

Lesedi:yahthanks

A:thanksforthechatoinkitshitsebodutukanake

nnakele1.

Lesedi:reallywhereisyourgirlfriend?

A:I'msingle



Lesedi:aoahandsomeguylikeyousingle.Areyou

serious?Andhowoldareyoucosmybrotherhada

sonat21.

A:soimhandsome?whatacompliment?hahah

youwillgettoknowmyagesoon.Lessthan25

though.21?hewasveryearly

Lesedi:yahyouare.Hahahaletmefinishmywork

herewewillchatlater

Lesedi'smomstoodatthekitchenentrancestaring

athersmilingwithherphone.

Lucia:whoistheguy?Youaresmilingwithyour

phonelikeaninsaneperson.I'vestoodherefora

whileyoudon'tevenseeme.

Lesedi:hahahathereisnoguymama.it'sKeletso



Lucia:oknanaI'mgladyoulikeyoursister.Hope

theywillnotlinkyoutoBobo'smess.Theyseem

likefriendlypeople.HopeJacobwilltakeoverhis

roleandstophidingbehindhiswife.

HerheartsankthinkingthatIhaven'ttalkedtoher

sinceweleftandnotsureoursisterhoodwillreally

survivetheBobosaga.

Lesedi:Ihopesotoo

Lucia:MmaCareKabooapeilelet'sgothereand

eat.Lockthedoorandtakeyourthingsreyegolala

kommaC.I'mnotcomfortableleavingyoubehind

nowthatBobootshwerwe.Kaboarehewillgoand

checkhimkamosoifbakamolatsamocellengto

hearthewholeissue.

Lesedi(sadly)okaymamaIwonderifBobowillever



growup

Lucia:forgetabouthim.Hewillnever.

Lesediputawaytheplatesandwipedthekitchen

tops.Shetookhersweater,fleeceblanket,toiletry

bagandschoolbackpack.Shewalkedwithher

mothertoMmaC'shouse.

AtAlex'shouse

Hesmiledaloneandpunchedtheairafterhis

promisingchatwithLesedi.Hethenlaidshirtless

onhisbackandloggedontoFacebook.Hefrowned

atthenumberoffemalefriendrequests.

Alex:uhu50friendrequests?



Herandomlyacceptedtheotherbeautifulgirls

especiallythosehehadmutualfriendswith.He

recognizedKellyBasiame(me)andremembered

sheisOb'sgirlthenheacceptedherrequest.He

alsoacceptedtheotherprettyladynamedConnie

Kay.Hescrolleddownthroughthetimeline

laughingatmemesandclickinglikesonthosehe

foundintriguing.Thenhewentontohiswatsapp

andsentamessageonBuddiesgroup.

Alex:guysI'mstartingtheprocesswithmywife

Ob:whatwife

Alex:thechicItoldyoukeamoikgodisetsa.We

finallyhadaninterestingchat.

Ob:stopbeingcrazywenamonna.Youneeda

permanentgirlofyouragennakeanyalanextyear



Ken:thisguyiscrazyijo!

Alex:wenaKenI'mnotcrazyakereyouarealso

datinga17yearold

Ken:doyoueverhearmementioningmarriage.I

knowthischicisgoingtostartvarsityaboabona

mathakababantsikoobamotsietsa.Sheisstill

youngforcommitment.

Alex:iyoletlaiponabanna

Ob:hahahaeishnnabannaJoyceonkobetsele14.

Sheansweredhercallkefaamogagauthulahoo

kereeditsekelefakgorongkefakeredamnite

padilecheatingjaanong.

Alex:hahahacheatingisabadchoice.Talkingabout



that,kanayourchicrequestedmeonFbmonna.A

kerekeeneKellyBasiame

Ob:hahahaao!yakeene.

Alex:yahmmesheishotene,hereyesremindsme

ofLesedi's

Ken:hahahakanahagongwewagobatla.

Alex:ahnehIdon'tthinkso.GapeIrespectguy

code.Ican'tdatemyguysex.

Ob:maybesheisjusthurtshewantsyoutoconsole

her.Seratasexblindandsheisafastlearner.Mme

kanaIfoundherelevirgin.

Ken:hahahayouareanexpertyoutaughtherwell



brayaka.Nnanaisnowaddicted

Ob:eethata.

Alex:hahahabannaletmeshower.KenI'mcoming

towatchgamemonnakeaborega.Lifeofa

bachelorkemaakafela.Obkefamilymankana

Ob:otshegaengnemonna.Otsilegoswaba

monnaAlex.OganagoBatamacherioitiaka

lekgela.Leagolalalalebutswaleng

Alex .Lekgelakeengnemonna?Relax

monnaOb

Ken: Oregaisitsemonna.Thisguymadea

copyforhimself.aboyforthatmatter



Ob:mcm!Mikeokaenebanna?Waboatshwere

ngwanawagamang?

Ken: ngwanawabathoomokotsing

Alex:Icanimagine

Ken:beforeyougo,okaeLonemonna,oBuakadi

wifeJaana.Thatchicwascrazy!

Alex:aeKenshapthemonnaotlantshelela.That

girlwastooforwardmmegapealemomompe.Ale

bosulaokaregasengwanamxm!

Ob: Iyoobannashapong

HegotoffthechatandamessagefromKelly



poppedinthemessengerapp.

Kelly:Hihandsome,thanksfortheaddneh

Hefrownedandthought

Alex:isthisgirlflirtingwithme.Didshejustsay

handsome.Heeshedoesn'tknowmewell.She

thinksIcantakemyfriend'sleftover,nah.

Heclickedhistongueandthrewhisphoneonthe

bedthehetookhistowelandlefttoshower.

Atthepolicestation

Thefollowingmorningafterfurtherinterrogation

thepoliceofficerssatwithJacob,hiswifeandone

officercamewithBobofromthecell.



Boboquietlystaredatthemandsighedwithteary

eyes.

BeforetheycouldsayanythingKabosteppedin,

dressedinanavybluesuit,awhiteshirtandshiny

brownishformalshoes.Helookedlikeanattorney

holdingaleatherfileandhisphone.Thepolice

officerwhousheredhiminmuttered,

Officer:officerMalakathisguyisBaboloki'sbrother.

Hecametohearoutwhat'sgoingtohappenwith

him.

MavisseriouslystaredatKabowonderingwhohe

wassincetheydidnotmentionattheirmeetingany

otherboychild.Helookedthesameageas

Babolokiorevenyounger.Healsolooked

professionalandmature.Hedoubtedifhewashis

brotherandhewonderedwhohereallywascos



thosepeoplewerepoortoaffordalawyer.The

officersexchangedawkwardglancesandOfficer

Malakaspoke:

OfficerMalaka:batsadiandyouBaboloki'sbrother.

What'syournameagainsir?

Kabo:(confidently)Mr.KaboSupangsir

Shesighedrealizingtheyarenotofthesame

surname.Maybeitwasjustsomeonewhowas

fillingpityforthefamily.Theyseemlikepeoplewho

wantthewholeworldtosympathizewiththem.She

thought.ButwithwhatBobohasdonesheisdone

beingthatlenient.

OfficerMalaka:okyouarewelcomeMrSupang.We

werejustabouttostartwhenyouarrived.Soyou

arrivedattherighttime.Letmestartbypointingout

thatwearepleasedftohavefoundsomeofyour



stolenmaterialsMrBasiame.Someofourofficers

arestillatsomesitewherethematerialsweresold.

Wemanagedtocatch3criminalsandwearestill

lookingfortheother2.

MavisgaveBoboanevillookastheofficerspoke.

Officer:ourinvestigationsarealmostover,thatis

whywehavedecidedtosetfreeMrMosweu.

Mavis:what?Why?

OfficerM:pleaseletmefinishwhatIwanttosay,

MrsBasiame.Youwillbegivenachancetosay

whatyouwanttosayattheend.OkwhereuwasI..

IwassayingMrBabolokiisfreesinceour

investigationsshowedthatheisnotpartofthe

peoplewhostoleatJakesB.ActuallyMrMosweu

washiredatthebeginningofthismonthbyyour

subcontractorsasalabourer.Thestealinghasbeen



goingonforawhileandtheculpritsareguysfrom

thesubcontractorcompany.Therewereworking

withoneoftheoldlabourers.Thisoneisstillnew

anddoesnotknowanything.

Mavis'smouthdroppedastheofficerspoke.

Kabo:soOfficeryouwanttotellmethatmybrother

spentanightinacellfornothing.Allthehumiliation

youcausedhimintheneighborhoodlemogoga

gogaandputtinghandcuffsonhimwerefor

nothing.AllOurneighborsstoodandmockedhim

andwatchedhimwalkingawaywiththepolicelike

acriminal.Theyhavelabeledhimacriminalinmy

hood.Theyhave.Youmeanitwasfornothing.This

guyistryingtohussletobringfoodonthetable

whatdoyoudotohim.Destroyhimlikethis.For

what?fornothing?Thenit'sjustassimpleasthat

foryouheisfree.

AlonetearrolleddownBobo'scheekandhequickly



wipeditwiththebackofhishandasheheardthe

guyhehadneverreallytakenseriouslyinhislife

speakingonhisbehalf.Heneverevensaidhitohim.

Hethoughthewasaweakguy.Thewayhedressed

nicelyandwasalwayscleantheyusedtosayhe

wasgay.Heusedtomockhimalotwithhisfriends.

Nowheissittingacrossthetablefightingforhis

rights.Hesniffedandblinkedseveraltimesinan

efforttofightbacktears.

Mavisrememberedhowrudeandjudgmentalshe

wassincethewholethinghappenedandshe

sighedfrustrated.

Jacob:Officerit'sverysadthatyouwentafterthe

wrongguywhiletherightcriminalsareroamingthe

streets.Itrustedyouwiththisbutyoumessedup

thewholething.Youfloppedguystobehonest.Go

tileJanggorelebolesatswharwamathataa

mangwe.



Officer:yahweunderstandthatMrBasiamemy

teamisworkinghardtotracetherestoftheguys

wefailedtocatch.Theyareaboutfivepeople

involvedinthisbutrightnowwehavethreein

custody.Wewilldoallwecantocatchthe

remainingcriminals.MrSupangweunderstand

yourconcern.Wereallyacceptourmistake.Kegore

felaquestioningtooklongerthanweanticipated.

Wecouldhavereleasedhimmaabane.Butthere

wasnothingwecoulddototathat'stheprocedure.

Faoberekelagolo,goutswilweautomaticallyonna

mmelaelwa.Andyoushouldbetakeninfor

investigationsuntilyouarecleared.

MrSupang:youdon'thavetoapologizetomebutto

MrMosweu.Thisguyistryingtorebuildhislife.His

motheriscriticallyill.Whatifshecollapsedand

diedwhenyoutookhersonfornothing.Nkabole

dirileJanglebolailemotho.

Officerswearereallynothappy.



Baboloki:I'msuremymother,siblingsand

ngwanakebanthobogilebabonaketsewake

mapodisi.Itwasthelastblowtothem.Imaybe

irresponsibleinmyownwaybutmolaokeosala

morago.Myuncleisinprison.Healwaystellme

abouthowtoughitisinthere.SototannahelaI

nevertrygogothagothanalemolao.Thishitme

hard.I'vetriedtodosomethinggoodforthefirst

timeinmylife.Iboughtmyfamilygrocery.Onlyfor

thistohappentsatsileiselephirime.

OfficerMalaka:wearereallysorrymybrother.We

takeresponsibilityandapologizeforthiswhole

mess.

Kabo:Iguessyouwillhavetogoanextramileand

goandapologizetoMmaMosweuathomefor

disrespectingherhomelikethat.

Baboloki:keutusiwabothokokegoremysonand

littlebrotherwerelookingatmebeingdragged



awaybythepolice.Thoseguyswillnevertrustme.

Mavisreleasedahugesigh.

Mavis:wearereallysorrymybrotherlennatotaI

judgedyoutooearly.MrSupangwenahowareyou

relatedtohim.

Kabo:IsaidI'mhisbrother.

Mavis:brotherhow?Kebonalesatshwaneka

difane.

Kabo:itdoesn'tmatter.Salanglebatladilalometsa

lona.Bobolet'sgo.Idon'twhythiswomanthinkhe

canquestionusaboutourbrotherhood.

Mavis:nokenekesa..



Kabo:nojustsaveitforyourself.Boboareye.

TheofficergaveBobohisphoneandhewas

released.HeandKabowalkedoutasthePolice

remainedwiththeBasiames.
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LateronJacobandMavisdrovequietlytotheir

house.Maviswaslostinaworldofthoughtsand

regrettedeverysinglewordshesaidaboutLesedi's



family.

Mavis:hunwhatareyourplansaboutLesedi?

Jacob:babemymoneydon'tnecessarilycome

nakotsotheyouknowhowthistenderingis.SoI

wasthinkingkemmuleleaccountthentransfer10k

motengkebokeitsegoreIwilltakeawhilekesa

motsenyetseMadi.

Mavis:Ware10whatneJakes?

Jacob:10kyes,isthereanyproblem?

Mavis:10kJakes?omofangwana?Youcan'tgivea

childthatamountofmoneywhataboutelectricity

kogae.Samonnaabotsaaboutyourcontribution.

Jacob:I'mthinkingkentshe10kforLesedithenshe

opensanaccount.then6kcontributionfor



electricity.20kI'musingittoboostbusinessfalele

fale.Sowewillremainwith14ktohelpmolapeng.

Mavis:doyouknowthatyou'venevergivenanyof

mychildrensuchamountofmoney.Bonnieis

worse,gaonkeofangwanakeMadiJakes.Asfor

meIwillnottalkaboutit.BecauseIknowyouonly

didthatbirthdaypartyoutofguiltyagojolaga

gago.GapeyouwereinfluencedbyLele.Soyou

meanLesediissospecialmookamofang10k.

ThemoneythatyounevergaveanyofusJakes.

Jacob:MavIthoughtallthekids'needswealways

coverthemandIalwayscontributefakebonedi

tendara.RetswakgakalaretlhokomelaBonnieand

Lele.ButasforLesedi,I'veabondonedherforyears.

SoIthoughtwiththe10kshecouldcoveralotof

thingssheneedsnowthathermomissick.Gape

kanamaybeIwillbestayingbo5monthskesamo

neeleafterthat.



Mavis:butstillJakesthiswilldividethekids.How

willBonniefeelautwagotweyougaveachildyou

justmet10k.Enelefaele1kosekeomoromelela.

KanaJakesifIdon'tsendBonniemoney,younever

do.AndebileLeleisbetteryousometimesgiveher

moneyforshopping.Sofaelesengwedividethat

10kamongallyourchildrenbatsee2.5keach.

Jacob:what?Ithinkyouarebeingunreasonable

Mav,afteralltheyearsIspentfailingtotakecareof

thischild.Kemoteleka2.5k.Aomma!bakanna

bampusakaone.AsforBonnieIthinkfaomo

romelelaMadiaboatswakwagoronarotlhe.Kana

Jang?Whathappenedtousbeingateam?

Mavis:ohgabakakebagobusa.Thosepeopleare

desperateformoney.Areyouevensuresheisyour

daughter.Maybeyoushouldstartoffkapartenity

test.Partof10kshouldgotowardspartenity

Jacob:(angrily)areyouseriousnowMavis?Lesedi



ismychild.Iknowsheismychild.Evenwhenshe

wasalittlegirlwhenIlookedher,Isawmyself.If

youlookcloselyyouwillRealizeLesedionale

setshwanosagaLele.Andgapeokareotshwana

RefilwewagaSam.Sheismyblood.

HesloweddownatthegateandYaronaslidopen

thegate.Hedrovequietlythroughintothegarage.

Mav:IwondergorennawhenwillIeverenjoyyour

money.GopalaengJakesgorennaomphe10k

sometimes.Imeanmoneyformenotforchildren's

schoolfeesoranything.Thelasttimewewenton

holidaywaswhenwewenttosuncity.Iplannedand

paidforeverything.Whenyougetyourmoneyfor

tendersJakesyounevergivemeanything.It's

alwaysfamilybudgets,thenwearedone.My

workmatesgowiththeirspousestoboDubai,

Thailand,boParis.NnathefurthestplaceI'veever

beentoisCapeTownlegonekeisiwakespane.



Jacob:(irritated)sothisisaboutyounow.I'mdone

withthisconversation.Ihateaconversationwithno

direction.IwastalkingaboutLesedi,nowyoutalk

aboutyou,BonnieElectricity.NekebatlareBuaka

Lesediandfinish.Soifyouarenotwilling,Iwillsee

whattodoaboutmydaughter.

MavissatquietlyinthestationerycarasJacob

openedthedoorandwalkedoutleavingthekeyin

theignition.Hequicklyreachedforthegaragedoor

andsteppedintothelounge.Mavissighed

disappointedandcameoutofthecar.Sheremoved

thekeyandlockedthecarthensheheadedtoher

room.

IwatchedTVontheloungeasdaddyentered.

Me:daddyhowdiditgoatthepolice.Whereishe?

Lesedi'sbrother.Didhesteal?



Jacob:(sighed)hibeautiful!thepolicemanagedto

catch3oftheguyswhostoleandtwoarestillon

therunandtheyarelookingforthem.Theyalso

managedtolocatesomematerialsfromacertain

familywhichboughtfromthem.

Me:soLesedi'sbrotherisamongstthe3inpolice

custody?

Jacob:nohewasreleasedhedidn'tstealanything.

Thepolicejusttookhimbecauseheworkedwith

thoseguysbutmmeeneheisnew.Hedidnotknow

anythingaboutthis.I'mthinkingofgoingtoLucia's

placetoapologizeforthehumiliationcaused.The

sadpartbamoladitsemocelleng.

Me:what!Andmummywassojudgemental.Ikept

tellinghermaybetheywerewrong.Sheevensaid

maybeLesediislikehim.



Jacob:yahIthinkshewasjuststressedbythis

wholething.

Me:that'sarealmess.Youreallyneedtoapologize

daddy.Thatguywashumiliatedinfrontofhis

siblingsandmothereish.

Jacob:yahIcanimagine.Iwillseewhattodowith

it.Thiswholethingisstressingmeout.

Me:daddyIlikeLesedisheisacoolsister.She

knowshowtobakemuffinsandcakes.Maybenext

weekendwecanaskhertocomeandsleeloverso

thatsheteachmehowtobake

Jacob:(sighed)okaytalktoyourmotherfirstand

askher.

Me:yeahIwill.Daddyareyouokay.



Jacob:abitstressedletmegoandliedown.

Me:okay

HestrodeacrosstheloungetotheirbedroomandI

heardthesoundoftheirbedroomdoorclosingwith

asoftthudthensilenceprevailedinthewhole

houseasYarrybouncedhistennisoutside.Isighed

andloggedontoFacebook.

IwishedmysisterwasonFacebookandIwanted

toconvincemyfathertobuyasmartphoneforher,

atleastwecouldeasilychatviawatsapp.Ichecked

mymessengerandrealizedAlexhadseenmy

messagebuttherewasnoreply.Isighed

disappointed.ThenIclickedonhisprofileand

savedsomeofhispicturesonmyphone.Imade

theotheroneawallpaper.ThenIsmiledimagining

himasmyboyfriend.Ithensighedchangingitto



myownpicture.AthoughtaboutObcreptuponmy

mindandIfumedwithangerthinkingofhisbetrayal.

WhatasonofBi***.Hedidn'tevenbothercalling

meandendingtherelationshipproperly.Iclicked

mytongueseveraltimes.Ithenwentonwatsapp

andtypedamessage:

'whatastupidcowardyouareOb.Youfailedtojust

callmeandsayit'sover.Whatwereyouthinking.

ThatIwillstopmylifeandcryoveryou.Youarenot

worthit.IfyouthoughtIwillbestuckcryingforyou,

I'mnot.I'msooveryou.Youarenotworthit.and

I'vemovedonwithamorehandsomeguywith

biggerdickthanyours.Heiswaybetterthanyou.

MxmIthoughtyouwereeverythingbecauseyou

weremyfirst.ButI'vejustrealizedtheyarebetter

people.GapeyouareuglyObkana.Kesixpackfela

mmeogogo.Myguyiscute.Guessthatwifetobe

ofyoursisasuglyasyou.Thenngwanae

tshwanetseeboelegogonyana.Sisfamilyof

digogo.Lenthusitsebathong.Gapetotaimnotyour

type.Neelefavorfelapapa.Sis!'



Ipressedthesendbuttonandthemessagewas

delivered.IsighedthenIdialedLesedi'snumber

steppingintotheveranda.Itrangthreetimesand

shepicked.

Lesedi:HIKels

Me:HILeshhowareyoutoday?

Lesedi:I'mgoodandyou?

Me:I'mgreat.ThemmawenaIwanttoaskmama

thatyoucomeandsleepoverkaweekendifit's

okaywithyou?

Lesedi:ahImsorryaboutthat.Idon'tthinkit'sa

goodideaformetosleepout.Mamaiststillsickso

weekendsihelparoundthehousefromtherei



study.

Me(abitdisappointed)ohIunderstand.Hey

themma,I'mcrushingonthiscuteguywena.The

mosthandsomedudeIeverseenkennakelenile

hispicshela.Totagoneletmesayheismine,wa

mpata.Kegorenekeitikolosafelawabona.

Lesedi:(laughingbrief)Kelswhatareyousaying?

Guyishittingonyouorheisyourcrush.

Me(hesitantly)heishittingonme.I'vebeen

crushinghimbeforesonowIdon'twanttoactasif

I'mdesperate.

Lesedi:eeodirasentle.Theroleofamanisto

pursueagirl.Monnagareomosokodisesisa

ipotsegoreammeotlalalaagokgonne.That's

whenyoutesthisloyalty.Hahaha!asifIknow

bannakemothofelaosekawankutwakeBuadilo



Tse.

Me:amme?Areyouavirgin?

Lesedi:it'saprivatequestionKels,nevereverask

otherpeoplethatquestion.It'sabituncomfortable

gape.Iwilljustansweryoucosyouaremysis.Yes

Iam.

Me:oksorrythemmaeish.Yahyouarerightit'sa

privatething.Okthisguyketlanamakemo

lebeletsebutIlovehimthough.Heiscute.Tall,

handsome,beautifulsmile,broadshoulders,smooth

skinandcoffeecolor.Hasthisshapedbeardandhe

isworthytodroolover.Kooreeverythingabouthim

isperfectokilewabonasis.Thedeepvoiceeish

mma.Keamorata.

Lesedi:maybeit'slust,infatuation



Me:what?

Lesedi:youlikehisappearancealot.womenare

notasvisualasmen.Wemostlylikeditirotsa

motho,boitsholojagagwe,thewordshesaysand

thewayhelovesus.SonnaIneverreallylookata

mankesamoitsekebokerekeamorata.

Me:ok.Iknowhimthough.

Lesedi:eheIdidn'thearthatpart.Sisshap

somethingjustcameupwewilltalklater.

ShequicklyhungupandLesedishiftedher

attentiontoBoboandKabowalkingintotheyard.

Theboysrushedoutofthehouseandpaced

towardsBoboandhuggedhimasheliftedthem

onebyone.Lesedistoodspeechlessleaningonthe

verandapillaruntiltheycamecloser.Kabolooked

handsomedressedinasuit.



Bobo:myfavoritesisI'mback.I'msobacksis.

Lesedi:whathappened?

Bobo:theyhadtoapologizetomennaBoboliciois

mathakaabantlwaelawaitse.Theythinksolowof

me.Nna,stealing.NnayouknowmeLesedilefao

kaowner5millionwamosamannakagankakeka

moutswa.Iask,Idon'tsteal.

Lesedi:Iwassurprised.Ievenwonderedifyouwere

underpressureofbuyingusfood.Cosotshwerwe

afterbringinggrocerieshomeforthefirsttimein

years

Bobo(sighedsadly):theyspoiltthewholething.It

wassupposedtobeasurprise.AsurprisethatI

wasfinallyworkingandkeItimilebirithefirst

monthtosupportmyfamily.Idon'tknowIfIshould



continueworkingtheregoberekalemagodigo

bosula.Lookatwhatithasdonetome.Crippledmy

reputation.

Kabo:goandcontinueworkingtherethatguyis

goingtopayyoutrustme.Hefeltguiltyalreadyfor

destroyingyourreputation.

Bobo:really?EishSediIhavegoodnewsforyou.

Kabomonnaotshositsemathakaamacola.Malaiti

alekebaroromafela.Laitiameakgwaselungu

monna.Tellingthemmyrights.Eish.Thisguyreally

stoodformelaitaaka.Iwanttogiveyouzakaya

drinkforthis.

Heopenedhiswalletandtookoutap100noteand

gavetoKabo.

Kabo:nonoIcan'ttakeyourmoneyBobo.Ican't,

youarejustmybrother.AndIdidn'tdoanything



theystillhadtoreleaseyou.Iwasjustoffering

support.

Bobo:heelathemonnaosekawareyoudidnotdo

anything.Kanathatguynearlysoiledhispantsfao

tsena.Hethoughtyouaremylawyer.Kea

shadikanyamatlho.

Theyallburstintolaughterashecontinuedto

speakgoodthingsaboutKabo.

Bobo:ahmonnaKaybThanksalotbrayaka.I've

neverbeenagoodbrothertoyoulaitaaka.Lehifela

gakeisekegomoneele.Legalegonemonnanna

I'mgenerallyabadperson.ButI'velearnt

somethingfromyoulaitaaka.Bannagabalathane.

Iwillreturnthefavorsomeday.

Lesedi:hahahaisthatyoumybrother.Yousoundso

matureforthefirsttime.Thiswassomekindof



wakeupcallIguess.BathongareyengkogoBo

mama.I'msuretheywillbegladtoseeyouBobo.

Shecalledtheboysandtheyallwalkedtogetherto

MmaC'shouse.

Theyknockedonceandentered.Lucia'seyesfilled

withtearsasshelockedeyeswithherson.

Lucia:Boboareyoufree?

Bobo:I'mfreeolady.I'mfreemama.ItoldmmaC

whentheydraggedmeawaythatIdidn'tdoit.I

didn'tdoit.Youaresicknkasedirejalo.Gapeolady

alltheyearsyouraisedmeIwasirresponsiblebut

neverathief.Yabogodunooladynakasedirejalo.

MamaIwantedtomakeyouproud.Iworkedthe

wholemonthkesalebolelelaIwantedittobea

surprisebuttheyspoiltit.



Lucia:(liftingherhands)ohthankyouJesus.Ke

lebogaModimongwanake.Iwassadtotathinking

youaregoingtoprisonlikeyouruncle.Ireallythank

God

Bobo:I'mtryingtobeabetterpersonolady.Gothata

butketlaLekatota.Thewayyouraisedmysonfor

meIoweyoualot.

MmaC:wowwethankGodBobo.Yousoundso

mature.Iamhappy.

Bobo:thanksMmaCyourimpactinthishomeistoo

much.Iwanttothankyouforthat.Keaitsegoreke

nekeetekegothokelemaitseobutyoushowedme

youareagoodwoman.Thanksfortakingcareof

myfamilywhenIfailed.ToKabothisguydida

greatjob.Iusedtomockhimanddoubthim.Buthe

stoodformyrightsatthepolicestation.Mthakayo

otshositseborramolao.Kealebogabathong.



Kabo:I'mhumbledworkhardmybrother.Youhave

awholefamilytotakecareof.Youarethemanof

thehouse.Mama,MmaBoboleBananeedyou

morethaneverbefore.

Bobo:yahyouarerightmyman

MeanwhileReaandKgosiburgedintothehouse.

Rea:mamamama!Therearepeopleatourgate...

Theyalllookedoutside!
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Lucia:whoarethey?

Lesedisteppedouttocheckthembutcouldn'tnot

clearlyfigureoutwhotheywere.

Lesedi:kemonnalemosadi.Innotsuregorewho

arethey

Lucia:goandseethemandhearthemout.

Bobo:okletmegowithyouSedi.

BoboandLesediwalkedoutofMmaChedu'shouse

andapproachedthevisitorsattheirgate.

Theybowedlowgreetingthem.Boborecognized

themwhileLesedionlyrecognizedthewoman.



Man:letsogilebongwanake,okaemmaalona?

Bobo:(irritated)sheisatMmaChedu'shouse.She

iscurrentlystayingthere.

Woman:(withanattitude)uhu!elegoreotshaba

motsejaanongLuciawalona,ijo!

Lesediusheredtheminthehomeandunlockedthe

house.Shetookouttwochairsandhandedthem.

BoborushedbacktoMmaChedu'shousetonotify

hermotherwhothevisitorswere.

Woman:heelanggirl,whycan'tyouletusinyour

house.Youwantustositinthiswind.Don'tyou

knowme

Lesedi:Iamwaitingformama.Ican'tallowyouin



herabsence.

Woman:bakhurutshebantsetse.Elegorewhatdo

youthinkofusyounggirl.Don'tyouknowthatthis

isalsoourhome.

Boborushedback.

Bobo:areyoucancomeandseeherat

MmaChedu'shouse.

Man:Mpotsengreyagotshegwakebatho.Luciaa

okwakebadichabareleteng.

Mpotseng:aamookeakerekeeneajangMadia

gagwennagaarebonerelebatho.Thatothertime

Iwashere.,IsawLuciagivingthatwomanafull

bowlofscones.Andnnashedidn'tgiveme

anythingsolethertakecareofher



Lesedi:withallduerespectpleasedon'ttalkabout

mymotherlikethat.PleaseBagoloifyoucan'tkeep

quietit'sbetteryouleave.

Mpotseng:heelanghowdisrespectfulisLucia'skid.

Arethesethemannersyoulearnintown.Talkingto

eldersthewayyoulike.Doyouevenknowwhowe

arengwanyana.Mxm!Jonaswabonagoreotsile

gonthogisaBanagolofa.

Jonas:let'sjustgoMpotsengweneedtoseeLucia.

Ineedtogivekgaitsadiefeedbackbecausehewas

sadthatwefailedtocheckher

Mpotseng:MxmBanabagaMmaMonkgogiba

nkemeha.Theylikedattentionjustlikethiseven

whenmymotherwasalive.Oneaithatisamme

Luciaofithelaaitiragoodgirlmogommaarona.

Mxm!



Jonas:Mpotsengpleasestopsayingsuchthingsin

frontofkids.Let'sgo.

Mpotseng:mxm!oratagoruiwangwanawaga

MmaMonkgogi.Youwouldwonderwhysheisnot

stayinginherhome.

Lesedi'sangergrewinherbellyandstungher.She

feltlikespittingfire.EverytimeMpotsengopened

hermouthshegrewevenmoreangrier.Hereyes

flashedwithindignanceandanger,muchlike

lightingonapitchblacknight.Mpotsengkept

talkingandtalkingandragebuiltupinbothLesedi

andBoboastheywalkedquietlytowardsMmaC's

house.Theyknockedonceandentered.Theduo

stoodforawhileattheentrance.MmaCpeered

throughthewindowandsteppedouttousherthem

in.LesediandBobosatquietlystillfumingwith

anger.



LuciawaslyingonhermattressinmmaCssitting

room.Shegreetedthemmaintainingherserious

face.TheysatdownandgreetedbothLuciaand

MmaC.Asilentandawkwardmomentprevaileda

bit.ThenJonasbrokethesilence.

Jonas:Lucyretsilegogotholangwanawaga

mmangwane.

Lucia:okayI'msurvivingModimoonthabanetse.

GonegolethatabuthereIam.

Jonas:eeIbelieveso.

Mpotsenglookedawaywithhernoseraised

betweenhereyesasifshewassmellingpoop.

Lucia:NkonneMmaagweLoagoleatsoga?



Mpotseng:eemma.Jonasjustdecidedtodragme

intownsothatyourchildrencaninsultme.Even

mylastborniswaytooolderthanLesedi.Ican't

standtobeinsultedbyababylikeLesedi.Lesedike

ngwananangwake.Sheisnotevenclosetomy

daughter'sage.Buttheyneverinsultmelikeshedid.

Lesedi'srageheldthepowerofawildfire.Youcould

literallyseetheflamesroaringinhereyesreadyto

igniteasshefuriouslyglaredatthewomanwho

waswrongfullyaccusingherofinsults..

Lucia(softly):uhuLesediogorogileausi?Lesedi

whendidyoustartinsultingadults.Ididn'traiseyou

thatway.Whydidyouinsultmyvisitor.Maago

mogololegone

Lesediquietlyglaredatherandignoredher

mother'squestion.



Lucia:Ijustaskedyouaquestion.

Lesedi:angrily)Ineverinsultedanyone.

Lucia:(sofly)ngng!babytakeoffthatseriousface.

Don'tsnapatus.Apologizenowtoelders.Please

do.

Lesedi:butmama..

Lucia:SedipleaseapologizenowtoMmagwe

Loago.Sheisnothappyaboutwhateveryousaidto

herjustapologize.Sheisanadult.Mogologaa

arabisiweSedi

Lesedi:ok..I'msorryMmagweLoago.

Mpotseng:areyoureallysorryorwaikgololahow



canyousayI'msorrylookingaway.Nnananyana

nnagagotshamekelwemogonnawautlwa.

MmaCstoodandmadeteaforthevisitors.Lesedi

furiouslywalkedoutfollowingMmaCtothekitchen.

Jonas:Mpotsengitshwarelengwanatlhemysister.

Wecamehereinpeace.Sohowareyoufeeling

MmaBobo?

Lucia:I'mfinekgaitsadi.I'mgettingbettereveryday.

Mpotseng:Jaanongwhenareyougoingbackto

yourhousenowthatyouarefine.

Lucia:Iwillgosoondon'tworryimstillstayingwith

mysister.



Mpotseng:heedugatwemysister.

LesediandMmaCquietlylistenedatthe

conversationwhilestillatthekitchen.

Jonas:mmekealebogannakawhenIseethatyou

aregettingbetter.WhenIheardthatyouare

sufferingfromcancer.IwascrushedleMonkgogio

batilegoswakepelowhenItoldhim.Getwell

nnaka.Icameheretocheckyouwhenyouwerein

Gaborone.IfoundBoboplayingwithwiththeboys.

HesaidLesediwenttocheckyouinGabs.Monna

BoboI'mimpressedyouseemlikearesponsible

youngmanthisdays.

Hejustnoddedquietly.

Mpotsenglookedawaywithaseriouslook.



EventuallyMmaCandLesedibroughtteaand

sconestothevisitors.Theyservedthemasthey

continuedtochataboutthisandthatunrilthey

decidedtoleave.

Mpotseng:LuciaoruteBanamaitseonnaka.

Setoroposetalebolaya.

Lucia:eemma.

TheywalkedoutasJonashumblybideveryone

goodbye.

AtpickandpayGalomall

Alextookabasketandplacedafewofhis

householdessentialsincludingpolonyandbread.

Thenheplaceda1kgbagofredfreshapples,a2

litres100%juice.Hethenheadedtothechocolate



sectionandlookedthroughtheshelvesreading

namesofchocolatesuntilhedecidedtopickapack

of16Ferrerorocher.

Whenhedroppeditonthebasketheheard

footstepscomingtowardshimandheraisedhis

eyesonlytolockthemwithaprettyladywho

quicklyflashedhimwithabroadbeam.He

hesitatedabitthenhecurvedhispinkishlips

smilingbackrevealinghiswhitewellarrangedteeth.

Theladyblushedbeforegreetinghim.

Her:someladiesareluckyferrororochereabonwa

felainthemiddleofthemonth.Legonesuchabig

pack.Orisitherbirthday?Heflashedhisfamous

grinthatmeltedheroncemore.

Alex:hahahacan'tamantreathimselfwiththese

thingskante.Aiphaloratohela.



Her:really?Idoubtyouarebuyingforyourself?

AnywayI'mConnieandyou?

Alex:shakingherhand)Alex,nicemeetingyou

Connie.

Shepushedhertrolleyabitwithsomeofherface

productsandthebiggesttumblerofparmalatplain

yorghut.

Alex:mmemmalewenawaispoilersuchabig

yorghut!

Connie:hahaha!gotlatweng.Imightaswelldoitif

wenayodoferrorhaibo.

Alex:hahahayoulikethisferrororthing.you

magnifyitlikeit'ssomethingbighela.Haveonefor

yourselfplease,Iwillpay.Tsayatseditswangle3



tseo.

Connie:ohmyGodwow!thanksalot.Youaresuch

adarling.Keratachocolateekapeloyameyotlhe

tlheraAlex..Thanks

Alex:hahahawelcome.Irealizedyoulikeit.Oklet

megoandpay.I'vetorushsomewhere

Connie:OklennatlakedueleI'mdone..

MeanwhileYarryandIenteredpickandpaytobuy

breadandYarry'ssnackswhiledaddywaitedforus.

AsIwalkedfromsectiontosectionquickly

grabbingitemsthatweneeded.Ibumpedonatall

guygigglingwithaladyfromthesweetsand

chocolatesection.Ifrozeandalmostpeedon

myselfasmyJawsdroppedjuststatingathim.



Him:Hi

Me:...

Alex:oryouarenotthegirlIknowkanakea

tshwantsha?

Me:ohyahyahthat'sme.Sorryaboutthat.I'm

Keletso.Alexright?

Alex:ofcourse.Kenekeipotsagorelefagotwego

lebalamotho.Iknewitwasyou.

Connierolledhereyesandpushedhertrolley

joiningtheline.

Connie:areyetherrayousaidyouarerushing

somewhere.



HesmiledtommebrieflyandfollowedConnie

joiningthequeue.Myheartpoundedlikeitwas

comingoutofmychestasIrecognizedthegirlhe

waswith.Ifrozeforawhilewheretheyleftmeuntil

Yarrytappedmyshouldershowingmethebiscuits

hewanted.

Me:noooo!thiscan'tbehappeningpleasenooo!

Yarry:Leleareyouokay?

Iblinkedseveraltimesasmyeyesfilledwithtears.

Hepassedalltheirthingstothethecashierand

gaveherthecardpayingevenforheritems..
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AlexandConniewalkedoutoftheshoptothe

parkinglotchattingandgiggling.Iwatchedthem

sadlyandjoinedthequeue.Atthepackinglotthey

exchangednumbersandAlexunlockedthecar.

Alex:whereareyougoing?ShouldIdropyouoff?

Connie(withabroadsmile)wowthat'ssweetofyou.

Yesplease.I'mgoingtoBlock7.

Alex:okaylet'sgo

Alexopenedthedoorforheratthepassengersside.

Shehoppedinandthenhegotinsideathissideand

droveoff



HeplayedsoundsofJohnLegendandConniesang

alongwiththesongallofme.

Alex:hahahanicevoicelaitaaka.Youshouldtrymy

star.

Connie:hahahareally?KehelaJaananemonna.

Alex:mmeyouaregood.OktellmemissConnie.

Tellmeaboutyourself,whoisConnie?

Connie:hahahait'slikeiminaninterview.Okmy

nameisConnieMaleka.I'mdoingyear3bachelor

ofbusinessadmin,marketingatIDM.I'malastborn.

Weare3.Twoladiesand1middleguy..Remo..

Alex:What?Wait...Connie?YouareOb'ssister?Heis

Maleka,heisamiddlechild,hehasasister

studyingMarketing.



Connie:ohmyGodyouknowmybrother.Youknow

Obakeng?OhmyGodyouareAlexthenurseat

Nyangabgwe?

Alex:yesIam.WowyouareConnieOb'sbrother.

Mmeneasaakeomontlenyaneshem.Youlook18.

Ithoughtyouwouldsay.Ijustfinishedform5.Year

3?Lordyouhavegoodgenes.

Connie:nnaleObreditwinkana.Itjustthathelikes

adulthoodmybrother.Butheis1year6months

olderthanmekana.

Alex:mmekanahealwaysmentionsitthatyouare

moreliketwins.Healwaysmentionshowbeautiful

youareandyoungatheart.Heneverforgetthatyou

arehighmaintenancehahaha.Ibelievehimnow.

Thatweaveandnailsmustbeveryexpensive

Connie:hahahaAlextheseareverycheapstaff.



Thesenailskedistickonfelatsap60.Thehairke

P300nyanafela.Doyouknowgirlsbarwaladiwig

tsama2500.WaitsiObisnotserious.

Alex:hahahamyguyisintrouble.Hahathisguy's

arenotdoingtheirjob.gababeche.

Connie(withadisappointedtone)Ican'tfindonethe

monna.NowthatyouareOb'sfriendI'mdoomedI

hadhopedthatmaybeIwillgetachance.

Alex:hahahareally?

Connie:yesAlexkanamybrotheralwaysharasses

myboyfriends.It'sstressing.Andhetoldmeclearly

thatIshouldn'teverdaredatehisfriends.Iwonder

gorewhatifyouaretheoneGodmadeforme

Alex:kehelahookana.Mothakayowapekakana.



WhichwayshouldItake?

Conniedirectedhimtoherhouse,astheycontinued

chattingaboutthisandthat.Hesloweddownata

gatewheretherewasahugemansion.Andshe

steppedoutthankinghimfortheride.

Alex:myboyisalwayscryingofsendingyourent

moneyit'scosyoustayinginsuchanicehouse.

Connie:yahI'mrentingthequarteratthebackits

just1point3though.

Alex:okaythat'snotbad.Ilovethelocation.The

yardissecureandbeautiful.

Connie:aothanks.



Alex:Helpmefindsomethingnicerthissideat

blockfourthievesareallover.

Connie:Iwilldothat..

Hesmiledrevelinghispurewhiteteethanshe

meltedoncemore.Shestartedwishingshecould

atleastrubherlipsagainstthis.Thisguywas

handsome.

Alex:byetakecare

Connie:thanksalot.Pleasedomeafavor,don'ttell

Obyouknowmeplease.

Alex:hahahayouwanttoactnaughtyakere

Connie:(winking)hahahaI'mgladweunderstand

eachother



Alex:surebabes.

Hewavedatherassheslidthegateopenand

walkedtoherquarter.Shewasbeautifulandpetite.

Withbigeyesandaroundsmoothface.Shewas

alsosuchajollygirl,talkativeandbright.Hefound

himselfsmilingthinkabouther.Shewasnotbadat

all.Howevertheobstaclewillbeherbrother.When

itcomestohersisterObwastoooverprotective

andstubborn.Hequicklybrushedoffthethought

andincreasedthespeedrememberinghis

appointmentwithLeseditoseehermom.

Athome

Yarryandihoppedoffdaddy'scarandstepped

intothehouseholdingshoppingbags.Daddy

remainedoutsideonhisphone.Isadlydropped

everythinginthekitchenanddraggedmyfeettomy



bedroom.Idisapointedlythoughtwhatifthisguy

wasaplayerandacheater.Whatifhehadmany

girlsandwasaheartbreaker.Washeeven

interestedinme.Connieofallthegirls,wasIwilling

todealwithher.Myex'ssister.Thiswasgetting

complicatedthanIthought.Diditmeanhewas

datinghisbestfriend'ssister.Whatiftheywerejust

togetherbecausetheywerebothclosepeopletoOb.

Abriefsmilecoveredmyfaceasthatthoughtcrept

uponmymind.Isighedconfusedthaneverbefore.

ButthefactremainedthatIlovedthisguyandthe

dayhewasgoingtoaskmeoutIwillnothesitate.I

fellonmybedandclosedmyeyesindeepthought.

Meanwhileoutsidedaddysatontheoutdoor

benchesspeakingtouncleSamonthephone.

Jacob:MonnaJakeskanalikeIsaid,itseemslike

Mavisisnotinterestedinmydaughter.Ithinkgoing

toherhousewasjustanact.Shewaspretendingto

haveforgivenme.Butshehasnot.Mavisisstill



angryaboutLesedimonna.

Sam:OKIunderstandthatpart.Butmaybe10kisa

bitmuch.Sheobviouslyfeelsthreatened.Shefeels

Lesediisgoingtobeyourfavoritesomehowand

replaceher.It'snormaltofeellikethatwhen

anotherpersonsoimportanttoyouisinthepicture.

Iproposeyousuggest5kforher.Tellheryouare

givingLesedi5kfornow.LeeneLesediIguessshe

willunderstand.5kkeMadiamantsiforngwana.E

tlannaereomoseletseomolathelaanything.They

don'tnecessarilywantourmoneytheywanttofeel

loved.That'sthebestgiftyoucangiveher..daddy's

love.

Jacob:okIhearyoubutgoingbacktonegotiate

withMavisisalotofwork.Thethingsshesaid

aboutmereallycrushedmyegomonnaSam.I

wouldrathergotoLucia'shouseandhandoverthe

5k.iwilldealwithMavisaftershecoolsdown.She

istooangryIdon'tknowwhy.



Sam:butthat'swhereyouwillbewrong.Justgetin

thehouseandtalktoyourwifeconvinceherabout

the5k.Stopmakingdecisionsalone.

Jacob:butSam.

Sam:nobutsJakesjustdotherightthing.I'm

attendingsomethingshaptsenamontlonghelao

rerisemogatsogoreoBatagofangwanaP5000.

Jacob:okshap.

Hehungup.ThenJakessighedfrustratedandhe

stoodheadingtotheirbedroom.

AtLesedi'shouse

LesediwasbusydoingherhomeworkwhileBobo



wasdiggingthetreesmakingsomeridges.Awhite

runxapproachedtheirgateandsloweddownuntilit

cametoahalt.Boboputdownthespadeand

approachedthegate.Theboysracedfollowinghim

tothegate.

GOODNIGHTITSSHORTHOPEGAGOTSHWANE.
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Theguyinthecarreversedabitandparkedbythe

sideofthefencethenhesteppedout.Hehumbly

greetedBobo.

Bobo:dumelangrra.CanIhelpYOU?



HIM:(pretendingnottobesureoftheplace)isthis

MmaMosweu'splace?

Bobo:yessir.

Him:okayIwouldlovetoseeher.MynameisALEX.

IwashisnurseatNyangabgwewhenshewas

HOSPITALIZED.

Bobo(smilingbroadly)ohOKAY!letmeshowyou

wheresheis.Letmewashmyhandsfirstkentseke

dubanalemmu.EishI'mhappybrayakayoureally

helpedmymotherhealingfromcancer.Ahimreally

impressed.

Alex:wowI'mgladyouarehappymybrother.Itcan

onlybeGOD!



Boboopenedthetapandwashedherhandsthen

wipedthemoffwithhisoveralls.

Hekeptsmilingasheglancedatthistallguythat

madehimlooklikeadwarf.

Bobo:okaymybrolet'sgosheisatmyaunt'shouse.

Alex:okandwhereisthelittlegirlwhousedto

checkher.Herdaughter.

Bobo:ohokay,youmeanmysisterLesedi.Letme

callherforyoumaybeshecaneventakeyoutomy

motherwhileIcontinuewithmyjob.

Alex:Iguessso.

AlexremainedatthegateasBobohurriedtothe

housetocallLesedi.SecondslaterLesedirushed

outsmilingeartoearandgreetedAlex.Shecould



notstopnoticinghowhandsomehelookeddressed

inhisnavyblueAdidastrackpants,abodyhugging

addidastshirtandapairofJordansneakers.The

watchonhiswristcompletedhislookinastylish

way.Lesediblushedasherdimpleappeared

makinghersmoothfacecuterthanever.Shewore

apairofleggingsandapinktanktop.

Alex:youaresoobeautifulmissLesh

Lesedi:(blushing)thanksalotMrA.

Heopenedhiscarandtookaplasticbagwith

apples,pearsanda2Ljuiceandasmallboxnicely

wrappedpackage.

HehandedovertheplastictoLesedi.

Alex:MissL.theseareformama.Ididn'treallyknow



whattobuy.AndthatsmallgiftisforyouIdon't

knowhowyouwillhideit.Wedon'thavetomake

parentssuspiciousasifweareuptosomething

youknow.

Hewinkedthensmiled.

Lesedi:(smiledback)OKjustholdmama'sthingsI

wanttorushtomyroomandkeepmygiftsafe.Big

brotherisstillbusywithtrees

HetooktheplasticasLesedihurriedtoherroomto

drophergift.Itwasnicelywrappedwithapalepink

wrapperwithredhearts.Andacerisepinkribbon

wasnicelyplacedontop.

Shewascurioustoknowwhatwasinsidebutshe

couldn'tkeephimwaitingsinceBobowasgoingto

besuspicious.



Sheshovedthewrappedgiftatthebackofher

clothesinherchestofdrawers.Thenshehurried

backtoAlexatthegateasBridgetleanedonthe

verandapillarstaringatthemwithlotsofquestions.

BobowenttothenexttreeclosertoBridget'shouse

justbythefence.ThenBridgetwalkedclosertohim.

Bridg:HIBobzobusylaitaaka?

Bobo:yaheishalothasbeensaidaboutme

themmaBriI'mtryingtobeabetterperson.Still

strugglinglegolathaKwaibutallwillbewell,birike

fokoditse.Wanttobondwithmysonlegothusamo

dladleng.

Bridget(givinghimherfistacrossthefence)tsaa

dilotsagagolaitaaka.Ahthisdaysyouareaman

Bobo.Andyouaregettingcuterevrydayhaha!So

whoisthatguywithLesedi?



Bobo:hahahagatwecuterwanzwakalaBridget.Oh

that'solday'sDoctor.Heythatguyreallyhealedmy

mother.WaitseI'msoimpresed.Kanaoladyobuile

kotlaseBri.NeasabuekanalegoBua.Ahthis

guysreallyworkedhardtofightolady'scancer.

Brigdet:didyousayDr.Bobo?Sothatguyisa

Doctor.OhmyGod.Fromadistancehelookshot.I

lovehisheight.

Bobo:WapekakanawenaBrikeengokareotla

ratabannaJaana.That'smymother'sDr.

Bridget:hahahaitlookslikeheisflirtingwithLesedi,

didyounoticethat?I'vebeenlookingatthem.He

actuallygaveLesedisomethingandsherushedto

thehouse.Lookathimwhyishetouchingheron

theshoulderlikethat.Theyarebeingtoocozy.O

mmonemongwnaengBobo.



Bobo:hahahaahIdon'tthinkokabatlaLesedi.Sedi

gapekemaminafelagaaitsesepekabanna.Don't

worryIwillkeepaneyeonhimthough.MogoSedi

kebolayamotho!

Brigdet:hahaha!heelalookBobotheyarewalking

intoMmaChedu'syard.Look,oneamotshwereka

letsogoaItebetse.NgakayooBatangwanakeago

bolelela.

Bobo:hahahayouareexaggeratingtheBrimma.

Nkabolayamothakayothemmamogonnake.Ah

wantiammaIwanttofinishhere.

Bridget:hahahaOK.NerraodirilejangBobo?sale

kerileompateleKabo.

Bobo:ahKaboisgaywenagaommonehela.



Brigdet:aetherra.aoareyouserious?

Bobo:IyoowenakanawaphaphaBriotlogao

nkgolega.I'mjustkidding.

Bridget:okayIwanthim

Bobo:nnaI'mnotKabo'sfriendmma

Bridget:Isawyouwalkingtogethermaloba.Hewas

toohotonthatsuit.Wherewereyoufrom?

ReaandKgosiapproachedhim.

Rea:papacanwehavetwopulaforsweets.

Bobosearchedhispocketandfoundtwo1pulas.

Bobo:ahyouguysaremakingmebroke.Letlafela

menobannakedisweets.



Kgosi:ahpapawelikethemakele.Theygiveus

energy

Bobo:hahaha!

Bridgetrushedintotheirhouseashermothercalled

herandBobocontinuedwithhisjob.

MeanwhileatMmaChedu'shouseAlexbowedlow

greetingeveryone.Luciasmiledandsatupright

greetinghim.

Lucia:(smiling)howareyoumyson.Wowonale

bothojangngwanake.Ineverthoughtyoucould

comeandcheckonme.

Alex:I'vebeenworriedaboutyoumma.You'vebeen

oneofthestrongestpatientinourward.Areal



fighterandsuchacourageouswoman.I'mglad

yoursurgerywassuccessful

Lucia:wecanonlythankGodandlonababongaka.

MysituationwasbadcostherewasatimeIfeltmy

lifeslippingawayfromme.

Alex:Icanimagine.

MmaCcamefromthekitchenwithglassesofjuice

andsomebiscuits.SheservedAlexandLucia

MmaC:hellomyboy,heyyoumanagedtocomeand

seemolwetsiwagago.I'mglad.Gaesatholaele

molwetsisheishealed.Verysoonshewillbe

walkingoutthere

Alex:Icansee.Mamayouaredoingagreatjob

takingcareofher.



MmaC:keaLekangwanaka.Lesediisveryhelpful.I

movedherthissidesothatLesedicanstop

overworkingandfocusonherschoolwork.

Alex:ohthat'ssweetofyoumama.

Theycontinuedtochataboutgeneralthingsas

Lesedimostlystaredathimadmiringhishumble

characterandwealthofknowledgeinawiderange

ofthingsthatmadehimsoundverymatureinhis

conversationswiththeelders.

LaterondarknesscreptupontheskyasAlexbid

everyonegoodbyeandwalkedoutwithLesedi..

Theychattedandgiggledwalkingtothecar.They

stoodbythecarforawhilechattingwhileBobo

watchedthemfromadistancesuspiciously.

Thoughtsofthistallmanhittingonhislittlesister

lefthimfeelingnauseousandheclickedhistongue



severaltimes.

MinuteslaterAlextightlyembracedLesedi.His

cologneinvadedhernostrilsandshefeltlike

stayingtrappedonthatchestforgood.Shepulled

offassomecarpassingbylitthem.Bobofuriously

approachedthem.Ashehurriedacrosstheyard,

Alexgotintohiscaranddroveaway.Lesedistared

atthecardisappearingashejoinedthemainroad.

Shesmiledwithablush.Shecouldsmellhis

masculinecologneonhertanktopandforthefirst

timeinherentirelifeshefeltattractedtoaguy.She

actuallyfeltsadhejustleft.Isthiswhattheyalways

callchemistryinnovels.Shethought.Stilllostin

herownworldofthoughtsshewasstartledbyher

brother.

Bobo:(angrily)andthenwenawhatsupwith

huggingmenmomahihing.Oemetseenggonefa?

Lesedi:hoohooBobo!waitwhyareyouthisangry



Bobo:Sedidon'tevertryme.Youcan'tbeflirting

withsuchahugeman.Obonemothakayogoreo

kafetota.Howdareyouallowhimtohugyou?Do

youknowthattohimitmeansyouareflirting?O

Filagorewamorata.Wammatamma?

Sedi:BoboBobopleaseakooikete.Cooldown

please,what'sup.IdidnotflirtwithAlex.Nekemo

laela.Thankinghimforcheckingmomandbringing

herjuiceandfruits.(wrappingherselfwithherarms)

Letmepassketsenemolapengrrakeasitwa.

Bobo:evenBridgetsawyouflirtingwithhimshetold

me

Lesedi:what?

BobosteppedasidestillangryandLesedihurriedto

thehouseashefollowedhershoutingather.



Bobo:ngakaLesedi?ImeanDrhela,doctora?.How

canyou?Whereareyouragemates?Youwantto

haveababylikeme.Thenhewillleaveyouforother

girls.

Lesedisteppedintoherroomandpulledthedoor

shut.Shesighedandfellonherbed.SheClosedher

earswithfingersirritatedbyBobo'saccusations.

SherememberedhejustsaidAlexwasadoctor

thenshecoveredhermouthholdingbacklaughter

untilsheactuallylaughed.Sheinstantly

rememberedhergift.

Thenshepickeditandopeneditwithahugesmile..

MeanwhileatMmaChedu'shouseLuciabrokethe

silence.

Lucia:onalebothomosimaneyoleMmaC.



MmaC:eethata.Heiswellmannered

Lucia:didyounoticesomethingbetweenhimand

Sedi

MmaC:hesitant)nogakeabona.

Lucia:hahaha!MaybeIwasoverthinkingit.They

seemedcloserthannormalandSedicouldn'tpull

hereyesawayfromhim

MmaC:gongwekemogwewagagoLucy

Lucia:that'sstressfulIdon'twantanydisturbance

forherthisyear,wakwala.AnywaymaybeI'm

overreacting.



Lucia'sphoneimmediatelyrang.sherolledhereyes

lookingatthecallerID.Thenshepicked..

GOODNIGHTMAKETHOSECOMMENTSPLEASE

THEYMEANALORIWANTTOKNOWHOWYOU

FEELABOUTTHEBOOK.STICKERSSUSPENDED

WEWANTCOMMENTSTODAY.

PLEASEALSOLIKEANDSHARE.DOYOURBESTI

WILLGIVEYOUTHELONGESTINSERT

TOMORROW

[10/19,15:35] :Insert36

Lucia'sphoneimmediatelyrang.sherolledhereyes

lookingatthecallerID.Thenshepicked

Lucia:hello

Voice:hiLucyhowareyou?



Lucia:I'mfeelingmuchbetterguessGodisonmy

side

Him:that'snice.Modimoomogolo.I'vemissedyou

though.Thatprettyface.Koorefakeakanyagogo

chekakeatshaba.Idon'ttrustmyselfaroundthat

prettyface.Hopecancergaeantshenyetsa.

Lucia:mxm!

Him:serious.ThemmaLucythankswena.O

ntsholetselephontshekana.

Lucia:canyougettothepointofwhatyouwant

Jacob.I'mgettingirritatedalready.

Jacob:hahaha!myLucy.Kanaoneofithelakeswa

felawhenyouspeaksoflylikethatgotwekea



omanngwa.DoyouevergetangryneMmagwe

ngwanake?

Lucia:angrily)Jacobkeadropawautlwa,youwill

callmewhenyouareserious.

Jacob:sorrysorrymydarling.Sorrysweetheart.Ok

letmegetbacktowhaticalledyoufor.HunIhave

10kforyouandSedisoI'mnotsureifIshould

depositthewholeamounttoyouraccountor

shouldIopenasavingsforLesedithendeposither

5kinheraccount

Lucia:what?JacobIdon'tneedyourmoney.You

thinkalltheseyearswhenyouwerebusywithyour

family,howdidIsurvive.Youaresounbelievable.

YouthinkcosI'msickyouaregoingtomakeme

yourcharitycase,no!ThereasonwhyIgaveSedi

yourno.wascosIwantedyoutotakeoveryour

responsibilityincaseIdied.Idon'tneedyour

money.Yourdaughteris16yearsforchristsake.



Sheisanadult.Soopenanaccountforheromo

tsenyetseMadimogoyone.Andpleasejustleave

mealoneJacob.Tswamogonnacostotaketoga

kegothokelabotho

Jacob:ohmybabebatho,Iunderstandmmegone.

I'vebeenabadguytotahoney.ButIjustwantto

takethismomenttothankyouforraisingourchild

likethis.Lesediisverybeautifulandintelligent.She

iswellmanneredandmature.Anditshowsthatyou

raisedherwell.Youdidagreatjob.I'mgoingtopay

forallmysinshoney.Iunderstandyouaresad

mmekanaifomphachanceLucyIcaneven

divorcemywifeandbuildahomewithyou.Lucy

Kanawelookedgoodtogether.Koorehelakeileka

tsietsega

Lucia:mxmIthinkyouaredrunk.Juststopcalling

meJakes.YouhaveLesedi'snumbertswamogo

nnawankutlwa.



Jacob:okI'msorryhunletme...

Shequicklyhungupbeforeheevencompletedhis

sentence.Shefuriouslyclickedhertongueand

sippedwaterasMmaCwatchedherworriedly.

MmaC:areyouokayLucy?

Shenoddedfanningherselfandclickedhertongue

again..

Lucy:thismanhasgotthegutsgoodLord.What

makeshimthinkIcantakehismoneyandwhat

makeshimwanttotreatmeasacharitycase.And

heisdisrespectfulJacob.Heissoodisrespectful.

Hethinkshecouldgetawaywitheverything.

Herlipstrembledasshespokeandfiresoffury

weresparklinginhereyes.Sheclosedhereyes



brieflyandopenedthemastearsstreameddown

hercheeks.

MmaCconfusedlysatclosertoherwithworry

writtenalloverherface.

MmaC:Lucywhatisgoingonwhyareyoudoing

thisyourself.IsJacobevenworthit?Whyareyou

cryingLucy?Oalwalastophurtingyourselflikethis.

Lucia:whyMmaC,whyJacobisdoingthistome.

Wasn'titenoughforhimthatherapedmeandleft

mewithachildtoraisealoneforsomanyyears.

Whyishedisrespectingme.Hethinkshecanlure

metohimwithhismoney.Doesheseeadesparate

prostitutewhenhelooksatme?

Shesniffedashereyeswelledonceagain.She

coveredherfacecrying



MmaC:What?ngngLucywhatifkidscomeinand

seeyoulikethis.YouaresickLucy,don'tstress

yourselfaboutthesethings.I'msorryIdidn'tknow

herapedyou.Younevertalkedaboutit.I'msorryif

heishurtingyouIwillseewhattodoremo

kgalemele.

Lucia:MmaCI'velivedwiththisguiltforyearsthat

maybeIseducedhimorluredhimtodowhathedid

tome.Iblamedmyselfbecausehemademeto.But

I'verealizedheisapervert,anexcuseofaman.

Jacobforcedhimselfonmeinmyownhouse.OkI

entertainedhimcosIatedinnerwithhim.Ichatted

withhim.Ithoughtwewerefriends.Buteneheonly

sawmeasasexobject.Afterusingmehedumped

me.MmaCyouknowhowtoughitwaskabotsetse

jagaSedi.Jacobwaslivinghappilywithhiswifele

enealemotsetse.NnaIsufferedcosIhadtouse

allmysavingstotakecareofhischild.Jacobo

ntsayajaakasehemaMmaC.HethinksIforgotthe

dayhethreatenedmetokillmysonBoboifIcould

talkabouthimrapingme.Thismanisevil.It'ssad



ketshotsengwanaleenebutIwillneverforgive

himforwhathedidtome.Nowhecallsmebobabe

andhoney.Thismanthinkslowofmeshems.

MmaC:yahyoudon'thavetostressyourselfuplike

that.Justtellhimstayawayfromyou.O

ikgodiseditaengwanaLucyyoudon'tevenneedthis

mancosLesediogodileandsheisevena

responsiblegirl.Otsogaagobolokangwanayo.

Sheisclever.WipeyourtearsLucythekidsare

coming.Theywillpanicwhentheyseeyoulikethat.

Sheslowlywipedhertearsanddrankthefulljugof

waterthenshelaidbackonhermattressand

closedhereyesasMmaCwatchedherwithso

muchworry.

MeanwhileatJakeshousehesighedfrustrated

thenhedialledLesedi.



Lesedi:heloo,dumelang

Jacob:justsayhellopapatlheprincessordaddy.

Don'tbeafraidtocallmethat.

Lesedi:I'mnotusedtothattota.Lefokolstengla

palagotswakaleganolame.

Jacob:eishIfeelbad.I'msorryfordenyingyouan

opportunitytohavesomeoneyoucalldaddy.It's

reallysadtohearyousaythat.

Lesedi:hahahaIdon'tthinkit'sabigdealthough.

Jacob:sowhatareyouupto.Whereisyourmummy.

Lesedi:mummyisatMmaChedusnnaI'mtryingto

studyhere



Jacob:I'mgladeachtimeIcallIhearyouare

studying.Iguessyouareagenius.Hopenakotse

dingwekeabokesashapiwekadithupaprincess.

Lesedi:nosirIcan'tdothat.I'mhonest.I'mreally

underpressureIpromisedmyclassteacheramerit.

AndshesaidsheisgoingtogivemeP500ifIkeep

mypromise.

Jacob:wowreally!soyouaretargetingamerit

Leaedi:that'swhyIoverstudy

Jacob:smiling)that'samazingIwishthiswasa

videocallyoucouldbeseeingmybroadsmile.Nna

IwillgiveyouP10000ifugetamerit

Lesedi:hahaha10whatstopplayinglikethatJacob,



whatwillIdowithsomuchmoney?

Jacob:soyouthink10kisalot.

Lesedi:yeslefaeleP500gakeisekemotshware

elewame.Kemotshwerefelakeromilwe.So10kI

don'tknowwhatitlookslike

Jacob:youwillknowsoonmygirl.BonaSediwee,

makeacopyofyourbirthcertificateanddropitoff

atmyplacetomorrow.Iwantoopenasavings

accountforyouatfnb.ThenIcankeepdepositing

moneyforyouwhenIhavesomething.Thenyou

cancashwheneveryouwant.Theyhaveasavings

withacard.Icanalsobuyyouanythingyouwant.O

batlaengngwana?

Lesedi:wowthanksforthat.Butdidyoutellmom?I

can'tberunningaroundwithbirthcertificatesnot

involvingmymom.

Jacob:Iwasinaphonecallwithherafewminutes



earlier

Lesedi:didsheagree.

Jacob:yahshedid.

Lesedi:okIwilldropittomorrowafterschool.Ialso

wantasmartphone.Sedilamegaemperekele.

Jacob:okaywhichbrand.

Lesedi:Idon'tknowmuchjustbuyanything

affordable.

Jacob:okketlagobechetsangwanakegakebatle

bosegatamarokgwebatlogabanthakababoba

ipaasurekawenamyDr.Justmakesurethephone

doesn'tdisturbyouinyourschoolwork.



Lesedi:ipromise

Jacob:loveyoudaughter.Tomorrowafterschool

youwillfindyourphoneready.

Lesedi:wowthanksalotpapa.Loveyoutoo.

Hahaha.

Jacob:shapprincess.

Lesedi:byepapa.

Shehungupandsmiledeartoear.Shewasfinally

goingtohavewatsapp.Shewillbeabletochat

easilywithAlexandKelsandmaybejointhis

famousFacebookandstopbeinglookeddownby

foolslikeBridget.Theideaofhavingabank

accountthencreptuponhermind.Asmileslowly



escapedherlipsastheideasank.Shesmiledeven

morethinkingofthethingsshewasgoingtobuyfor

herselfthatshelongwishedfor.Sheexcitedlyput

herbooksawayandtookablankpageandmadea

list.

THINGSIWILLSWIPEWITHMYOWNCARD

Pyjamas:MrPrice

Shorts:MrPrice

Jeans:jetorMrPrice

Handbag:notsureoftheshop

Fluffysleepers:Mrprice

Lacepantiesandmatchingbra..Mrprice

Perfume...Clicks

Shewrotelipstickthenshecanceleditandwrote

earrings

Watch...



Shewentonandonwiththelistuntilsheturnedto

theothersideofthepaper.Shesmiledfoldingthe

paperanddroppedinthetoppartofherchestof

drawers.Sheleftherroomtothebathroomsinging

happily.

ThefollowingmorningatMpotseng'shouse

Mpotsengenteredherhutandtookoffherphone

fromthepouchwithastringonherneck.She

closedthedoorthenpulledachairandsatdown.

Shescrolledthroughhercontactsandstoppedat

MmaMpho'sno.Shedialledthenumberanditrang

unansweredassheanxiouslytappedherfooton

thefloorprayingthatshepicks.

Mmaampho:MmaLoagohowareyou?

Mpotseng:MmaagwePosterlatsogannaka.



Mmampho:ahwearewellmamabyGod'sgrace.

Mpotseng:aremygrandchildrenaregrowingwell?

MmaMpho:yesofcousetheyaregrowing.Mphois

doingform2.Ketsostandard7andBadisa

standard4.

Mpotseng:banabagannakebathongbagodile.

MmaMpgo:owaihewillnotknowthemthetimehe

comestheywillbig.Heisstilltoserve3moreyears

inprison.Kootenglewagagwewabonyatsigaa

kanakasepe

Mpotseng:hahahaakooiketelennakethemma.



Shesighedandstartedwhispering.

MmaletmetellyouwhyIcalledbeforewefinish

airtime.

MmaMpho:okI'mallears.

Mpotseng:nnakaMmamphoI'vebeentoLucia's

house.Sheissickgatwecancer.Cancerisadeadly

diseaseimsuresheisabouttoleaveifwenotwe

shouldplansomething.Kanaorileokanneela

tshimoIfImakesureyougetthathouseyaga

Lucia.Thetruthisyouandthechildrenshould

equallybenefitfromthathomebecause

MmaMonkgogilefttwokids.MonkgogiandLucia.

AndshedidnotgivethatplottoLuciakeyabone

botlhe.soLuciathinkssheownitcosMonkgogiis

nothere.Soyoushouldfightforhischildren.Bana

bagaMonkgogilebonebatshwanetswekentloele.

Isuggestthatyoufighttotakethatyardandsecure

itforboMphocosLuciaissureshethinksit'sbo



Baboloki'sinheritance.That'sthefavourIcanhelp

youwithwenaoboomphatshimo.

MmaMpho:nowyouaretalkingmysister.Waitse

thewayIstruggledwithMonkgogi'skids.Lucia

eatingnicethingswhichweareequallyentitledtoI

can'trestanymore.soit'stimeformetofightfor

whatisformykids.Sohowarewegoingtohandle

it?Kanaifsheisoutofhospitalit'sachallenge.

Whatifsheishealedanddoesnotdiefast

Mpotseng:nodon'tworryleaveeverythingforme.

Luciahastogo.Thenwhenwearedonewithher

chooseyourselfasguardianofherchildrenthen

moveintheirhouse.That'swhenwecanseewhat

todonext.Youwilleasilymanagetochangethe

plottoyourself.EresesosegotwengMonkgogise

tswasefitheleootseremotseelewalonaandkids.

MmaMpho:mmmmIcantwaitnowyouaretalking

MmaLoago.Takecareofitfaster.



Mpotseng:itnoteasyyouneedtobepatient.We

needtocoverourtracksifwedealwithher.Fa

bolwetsibosammolaewehavetodoit.LennaI

wanttshimourgently.Sokanawenayouaregoing

tobenefitalot.Cosifyoubecomethechildren's

guardian.EvendilwanaTseaditladitsengntlo

Luciatselewaditsaya.Ifsheleftmoneyyoutakeit.

Oreothokomelsbanathenyouuseit.Butifthereis

moneyIwillhavetogetmycut.

Mpotsemg'sgrandsonflewopenthedoorand

burgedintothehousecomplainingofhunger.

Mpotseng:heyheyheywenaTsotsoIwilltwistyour

neck.DoIlooklikeyourmother.Closethatdoor

wenaoyegobatlammaagoagotsholelemotogo

kwa.Bommaalonakeditshwakgaman!dibodufela.

GosiameMmamphodikgangtsaronaditlogadi

sialephefo.Iwillkeepyouposted.



Mmapho:yahgoatshosaeish.RetlaBuankgonne.

Youreallymademydaytoday

Mpotseng:YahbutwewillmanageIcantwaittoget

thefields.

Mmampho:tankithenkgonne.Itmeansalot.

Shehungupasanevilsmilecoveredherfaceand

shelaughedsteppingoutofherhut.

GOODDAYSORRYIFAILEDTOPOSTLASTNIGHT.

MYEYESWEREJUSTCLOSINGWHILEIWAS

TRYINGTOEDIT.IWASTIRED.ENJOYYOUR

WEEKEND

LIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE.THEONLYTIMEI'M

GOINGTOGIVEYOUAWEEKENDBONUSWILLBE

WHENYOURCOMMENTSANDSHARESHAVE



INCREASED.DOYOURBESTIWILLDOMYBEST

[10/19,15:35] :MYCRUSH

*37

AtHome

OnaFridayeveningMavislazilylaidonherbedlost

inaworldofthoughts.SheplayedacdofDolly

partoninherDVDplayer.Herattentionwascaught

bytheSONG,allthepainoflovingyou.

Shepressedtherepeatbuttonandsadlysang

along..

{{Youjustcan'tstandtoseemehappy,

seemsyouhurtmeallyoucan

StillIgoonlovingyou



ButIneverunderstand

Allthepainoflovingyou

AllthemiseryIgothrough,neverknowingwhatto

do

Allthepainoflovingyou...

*

*

Hereyeswelledwithtearsasshewenton..

*

...ToloveandhateatthesameTIME,

thelinebetweenthetwoisfine.

Thetwohasboundmeheartandsoulsostrongbut

Ican'tletyougo

Allthepainoflovingyou

AllthemiseryIgothrough

Neverknowingwhattodo



Allthepainoflovingyou..}}

Shesangitoverandoveragainastearsstreamed

downfromthecornersofhereyestoherears

droppingdownwettingherpillow.Shesuddenly

coveredherfacewiththecushionandcriedeven

moreastearssoakedthecushion.Minuteslater

shewokeupandtookherphonefromthecharger.

Shescrolledthroughthecontactsnotknowingwho

tocallandfinallydialedhermother.

MmaBiki:MmagweBonniehowareyoumy

daughter?

Mavis(sniffing)I'mfinemama

MmaB:youdon'tsoundfinemygirl.Iseverything

okay?



Mavis:yesmamaIwasjustdownthenIchecked

youandpapa.Howispapadoing?lasttimeI

checkedhimhewascomplainingofbackache.

MmaB:rraagogaannefatsheMav,heisnotreally

wellbuthewentbacktothecattlepost.Theherd

boyscalledsayingoneofhiscowsisnotdoingwell

andheliterallyforgotabouthisownhealthandleft.

Itriedconvincinghimbuthedidn'tlisten.

Mavis:hahaha!papawhenitcomestohiscattlehe

doesn'tlisten.

MmaB:ebiletotaontseareobatlagolechekawith

regardstoyourcattlethere.kanaMogatsogaanke

aiphanakoyamorakabutbadisabatshwanetsego

nnabatholwa.Yourcattleareincreasing.Weneed

toseparatemerakacosyourfathernowadaysisnot

welllikewesaid.Sogoreaboatholaatabogilele

dikgomotsalonaletsagagwegobokete.Mavkana

Jacobshouldknowgorekgomoeatholwa,kgomo



eaberekwa.Gaoelathelelefelamobadiseng.

Mavis:eishmamannaIregretallowingpapatogive

uscattle.Idon'tthinkJacobwilleverbeseriouska

moraka.OtsofalakabongwanannaI'mtiredmama.

Jacobwillnevergrowup.

MmaB:iseverythingokayMav..

Mavis:(tearfully)nomamanothingisokay.Jacobis

busy.Hewantstopleasehismistress.Hewantsto

giveherdaughter10thousandpula.Madiaeleng

gorewecouldbepushingprojects.Ididn'tsayhe

shouldn'tgivethechildMONEY,but10thousand

mmemothoanalebanababangwelemosadi.Isit

evenreasonable?MaabaneIoverheardhimtalking

toMmaagwengwanawatengammitsabohoney.

Rightnowotswagorekaphonehelaya3000for

ngwana.A16yearold!LennafelaLele,themost

expensivephoneI'veeverboughtforherwas1.4

eseng3thousandmme.Hedoesallthesethings



notinvolvingme.I'msureleene10thousando

setseamorometse.Idon'tknow.Jacobisnot

seriousaboutthismarriagehowcanhebeserious

aboutmoraka.Howcanhe?Asantseakgonago

bitsabasadibabangwebohoney.

MmaB:Ihearyoumydaughter.Marriageisa

challenge.Itcanneverbeeasyespeciallywhen

thereisachildbornoutofwedlock.Butyoumy

daughter,youaretheonlyonewhocansitdown

withyourhusbandwamolebisadiphosotsagagwe.

MAVosetseoagilelwapa.Forsomanyyearso

itshokile.LegodisitseBanathroughallthose

challenges.Sonowmygirlisnottimetogiveup.

YouinvestedsomuchinthatmarriageMav,fight

forit.Sennekaselelo.Goandcalmlytalkwithyour

husband.Osaomane,cosifyoushoutyouare

goingtochasehimtothatwoman.Evenlekakgang

yamorakaomoelebise.Youguysneedtobe

independentmomorakeng.Youneedtosetan

exampleforyourchildren.Bonnieesetseele

monnarragweokaboamotshwaelaJaanadileko



morakengwalona.MAVngwanakaemelalwapaka

dinao.Ididthesamelennayearsagokelegodisa.

Waitsegorerraagookileabatlagoitewakephefo

oBalaform5.Gonegosebonolo,butIfoughtfor

whatismine.LikeItaughtyoumaloba,faolefa

youhavetofullyacceptthatlittlegirljaakangwana

wagago.Sheisnowyourchild.Treatherlikeone.

ForJacobtoloveyoumore,moratelengwana.Ga

kedumalanelengwanayoofiwangMadiamantsi,

butthemostimportantthingislove.Ngwanao

thokalorato.

Mav:(releasedahugesigh)OKIhearyoumama.

MmaB:Iwantthebestforyoumychild.Youarea

hardworker.Iknow.AllthethingsJacobownsare

cosofyourhardwork.SoIcan'taffordtoseeyou

divorcingandhimbenefitingallyouworkedhardfor.

Molekengwanakaommeefafatshekago

moratelangwana.



Mav:okay.

MmaB:eemothoomontle

Mav:okaymamakeutule.Greetpapaformewhen

hecomes.

MmaB:ofcourseIwill.

Mav:shapmama.

MmaB:shapmothowame

Shehungupandheavedahugesigh.Shestood

andwalkedout.ShebumpedonJacobbythe

passage.

Jacob:ahhoneyIwascomingtocallyou.Lesediis



outsidewithLeleshewantstogreetyoubeforeshe

leaves.Shecametodropherbirthcertificate

Mav:reluctantly):okayimusingthebathroomfirstI

willcomeandseeher.

Jacob:butyouwerealreadyonyourwayout.

Mav:IjustrememberedIneedtousethebathroom.

IfsheisinahurryshecanjustgoIwillseeher

someothertime.

Jacob:NoIwilldropheroff.Iboughthersnew

phonetheyarecurrentlyexploringitleLelehantle.

I'mgladmygirlsaregettingalong.Youshouldsee

themtheyareliketwins.Batshegabatachana.I'm

proud.

Mav:proud?Proudofwhat.ProudofbonyatsiJakes,



gotsholaBanamonagengorproudthatyoucall

hermomsweetheartandhoney.Whatexactlyare

youproudof?Oryouareproudthatyouboughther

a3kphone?Whileyouneverevenboughtmea

sedilameinyourlife?

Jacob:ahMAVwhyareyoubeinglikethat.

Maviswalkedbacktotheirroomleavinghimfrozen

bythepassage.Heclappedhishandssurprisedby

herreaction.Latelyshewasalwaysreadytosnap

atanyone.Hewasevenafraidtotalktoher.Jacob

dissapointedlysteppedoutofthehouse.And

leanedbytheverandapillarstaringathisdaughters

chattingandlaughingexcitedlyasthey

concentratedonthenewphone.Asmileescaped

hislipsashewatchedYaronarunningtowards

them.Then

Lesedipickedhimandputhimonherlap.



Lesedi:heyboymynameisLesediandyouare?

Yarona:I'mYaronaYarry,theboy,Papi.Youare

Lele'sfriend?

Me:hahahaYaronakemainaakaeao.

Lesedi:hahaha!I'myourothersister.It'samystery

wejustdiscovered.Sonowyouhavetwobig

sistersmeandLele.

Yarona:areyouserious?

Lesedi:veryserious.AndguesswhatIamgoingto

teachyou?

Yarona:what?



Lesedi:chessgameandyouaregoingtobealittle

champion

Yarona:butmybrotherBonnietaughtmeIfailed

andhewasangrywithme.Thenwegaveupand

playedplaystation.

Lesedi:listentomeYarry.WithbigsisterLesedi,

thereisnofailing.Imgoingtoteachyouuntilyou

becomechapYarry.Don'tworry

Yarona:soyouaregoingtostaywithus.Whoare

yourmotherandfather?

Lesedi:yourownmotherandfatheraremine.Just

thatIhaveanotherfamily.It'skindofcomplicated

butyouwillunderstandastimegoeson.Sofornow

Iwillbestayingwithmyotherfamilyandvisiting

youhere.



Yarona:okIkindofgetyouitmeansyouaremyhalf

sister.

Lesedi:ofcourseboy.YouaremuchcleverthanI

thought.Takefive!

Shegavehimahighfiveandtheylaughedoutloud

asdaddywatchedbeamingbroadly.Thewholetime

theywerechattingIwasbusywithLesedi'sphone

downloadingappsforher.Andsendinghermusic.

Me:girlyouwantFacebook?.

Lesedi:areyoudonewithwatsapp

Me:yah.

Lesedi:okdoFacebookifit'sgoingtotaketime



maybeucandoitsomeothertime.Watsappisfine

fornow

Inoddedinagreement.ThenIhandedherthe

phonestilladmiringit.

Mommysteppedoutandwalkedclosertodaddy

puttingherarmaroundhiswaist.

Mav:youareindeedproudofyourkids.Youjust

stoodthereandwatchedthemandyouaresmiling

likeateenagerinlove.Iwishyohlovedmethe

samewaybutitwillneverhappen.Ijusthaveto

acceptthat.

Heturnedaroundandplantedasoftpeckonher

cheek.

Jakes:butIloveyoutothemoonandbackMAV.



Mav:thenyouhaveafunnywayofshowingit.

Jacob:Iwillimproveonthatwifey.

Mav:it'sOK.YohhavebeautifuldaughtersMrJakes.

LetmegreetLesedi.

Theywalkedtogethertowhereweseatedand

Lesedistoodandbowedlowgreetingmom.

Mav:helloLesedi.Nicemeetingyouonceagain.Let

meseeyourphone.

ShehandedhertheSamsungA20phone.She

inspecteditforawhileandsmiledhandingitback.

Mav:it'sanicephonehopeitwon'tdistractyouin



yourschoolwork

Lesedi:Iwillneverallowthattohappen.IpromiseI

willcontinuestudyinghardmama.

Mavis:perfect.Greetyourmomforme.

Lesedi:eemma

IrushedintothehouseandgaveLesediaglassof

juiceandsomebiscuits.Fewminuteslater,she

hoppedintodaddy'scarafterbiddingeveryone

goodbye.Daddydroveofftodropher.

GOODNIGHT

PLEASELIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE
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ATALEX'SHOUSE

InhiskitchenConnieworeakneelengthdenim

dress,pumasneakersandanapron.Sheputon

ovenglovesandpulledoutatrayofawelldone

pizza.ItlookedyummyandAlexsalivatedjust

whenhefirstlaidhiseyesonit.

Alex:girlyouaregood.Kanaoneokarewa

tshameka.Ididn'tknowitwillturnoutthisgood.I

neverreallyknewgoronecanjusteasilymake

pizzaatthecomfortofhishomeaseasyasyou

madeit.KeebonelahelakobodebonairsandI

thoughtit'sacomplicatedthing.

Shesmiled.



Connie:hahahaIwasjusthelpingoutafriend.I

knowbachelorshardlyeathomecookedmeal.

Alex:hahahawhosaidimabachelor?

Connie:ithoughtyouare.

Alex:okthosewereyourthoughtsbutyoudidn't

confirm.

Connie:okayyourhousedoesn'tlooklikethereisa

girlhere.Okayfineit'sspotless.Ijustthoughtits

cosyouareacleanfreak.Butgagonalefale

sleepersorflipflopsorjustanythingthatshows

thereisawoman.AndyouDonthavefood

especiallyvegesandspices.Ihadtobuyalmost

everything.Gonthayagoreojadifastfoods.Soo

batlagonthayaoreyourwomannevercomesto

cookforyou.



Alex:whenyouwanttoknowsomethingaboutme

youhavetoaskmenotjusttomakewrong

assumptions.Ihaveawomaninmylifeokay.She

isjustnotaroundcurrently.

Connie:okayinsorry,it'salongdistance

relationship?

Alex:yep

Connie:OKandronawhatarewe?

Alex:friendswithbenefitsIguess.Thatisifyou

don'tmind.Afterallwecan'tdatebecauseofyour

brother.Whateverwetryshouldbeasecret

Connie:sadly)yahyouareright?Thepizzaisfine

canIdishforus.



Alex:yesbabethesideplatesareonthefarleftof

theunit.Thereisajuiceonthefridgeoebone

akere?

Connie:yeah

Alex:don'tbethatsadmygirlatleastwewillhave

somethinggoingon.Youaresleepingoverright?

Alittlesmileescapedherlips.

Connie:anythingforyou.

Alex:goodgirlIwantedthatsmile.Let'sdiginthe

yummypizza.

Hetookabiteandchewedslowlyenjoyingthetaste



Alex:mmmmit'ssodelicious.Mygirlisagreatcook.

Connie:JustgivemeaweekIwillfeedyou.Allyour

trouserswillnotfithahaha!

Alex:hahahaIcan'twait.Ithinkyoucanmovein

thisweeksinceI'mdoingdayshift.Ifyouhave

morningclassesIwilldropyouoffeachmorning

beforeIgotowork.Youwillmovebacktoyour

housenextweekwhenIstartmynightshifts.We

cangoandgetyourthingslaterthisevening.

Connie:wowthatsoundslikeagoodplan

Alex:(winking)thanksswits.

Connie:surehun



TheyquietlyatethepizzathenAlex'sphonebeeped

receivingawatsapp

LeshBae:hihandsome.Howareyou?mydaddy

boughtmeasmartphone.soourcommunication

willmucheasier.Isubscribedmysocialforthe

wholemonth

Hesmiledtypinghisresponseimmediately

Alex:heyswits.Imgreatcupcake .That'samazing

news.Forsurewewillchatalot

LeshBae:imfamiliarizingmyselfwiththenew

phone.it'samazing.Myhalfsishelpedme

downloadallnecessarystaffyesterday.They

actuallyhavewifiandwehadagreattimebonding

whileshesetupeverythingformeinmyphone.



Alex:wowthat'ssweetofher.Shesoundslikeanice

personandI'mgladyouenjoyedhercompany.And

shehelpedyouputupadp.That'sacutePic.You

shouldsendittomeandotherpics.Ifeellike

kissingthescreen.Girlyouarebeautiful and

the ..

Leshbae:hahahanaughtyguy.Iwillsendyouthe

pics.

Alex:girlthisphoneshouldn'tdelayyoufrom

studyingright?

Leshbae:haha!dudeyousoundlikemyfathernow.

AsformymothersinceIcamewiththisphoneshe

isnoteventalkingtome.Butdudemyeyesarestill

fixedontheball.Meritthat'swhatIwantwithor

withoutaphone.



Alex:thtsmygirl.MyDoctorBae.

Leshbae:youknowmebetterlov.

Theycontinuedchattingandchatting.Conniesadly

watchedhimsmilingwithhisphoneasshefeltlike

shewasinvisibletohim.

Connie:(withanirritatedtone)areyougoingto

finishyourpizza,Iwanttocleanup.

Alex:ohthis!sorryIwillfinishupdon'tworry.

Connie:okI'mgoingtoliedown.Willcomebackand

cleanupwhenyouaredone.youwillfindmeatthe

room.

Alex(hiseyesstillfixedonthephone)okay



Connie:sowhenshouldIexpectyou

Alex:soonbabe

Hewentbacktohisphonewithasmilecoveringhis

face.

Conniestoodandwatchedhimindisbelief.

Connie:isthather?

Alex:...

Connie:(angrily)Alexyoucan'tevenlookatme

whileI'mtalkingtoyou.



Alex:(lookinguptoherasshestoodwithherhands

onherwaist)sorrybabewhatdidyousay?

Connie:isthishowwearegoingtodothingsthe

wholeweekIwillbestayinghere?

Alex:notreallybabe.I'msorryoSekawankomanya

themma.Iwasstillchattingwithsomeone.Okaylet

mefinishupmypizzathenIwilljoinyoushortlyat

theroom.Don'tworryIwillcleanupeverything

whenI'mdone.Youhavealreadydonemorethan

enoughbycookingformemylove.

Connie:okay.

SheleftfortheroomasAlexContinuedthechat

withLesediwhileeatingthepizza.

Minuteslaterheputthephoneawayandcleaned



uptheplateshewasusingandwipedthecounters.

HesteppedintohisbedroomandfoundConnie

asleeponhisbedwithonlyherbrasandamatching

thong.

Hehesitatedforawhilethenhetookoffhistshirt

andshortsandremainedwithhisbriefsandvest

thenthenhejoinedheronthebed.

Herubbedhismanhoodonherbuttanditraisedin

excitement.Heflippedhertofacehimasshe

slowlyopenedhereyesstillangryoftheearlier

encounter.Heslowlystrippedoffherbrasand

suckedherpointedbreasts.Hisscentinvadedher

nostrilsashecapturedherlipsinaslowsensual

kiss.Sheslowlymovedherhandstofeelhis

definedchestasherthongsoakedduetothe

wetnessofhercookierespondingtoeachstrokehe

gave.Hepulledouthismanhoodanddevouredthe

soakedcookie,slowingpumpinginandoutina

rhythmicpace.Pleasurerippedthroughherbodyas



shetrembledinsatisfaction.Theylaidonthebed

forwhileandheslowlydriftedofftosomesleepas

shesmiledwatchinghiscuteface.Shelaidher

headonhisbroadchestandclosedhereyes.

LateronAlexandConniedroveofftoherhouseas

theyexcitedlysangalongtheradio.

Atmyhouse

Ilaidonmybedfrustratedlyscrollingthrough

Facebook..

IcheckedforAlex'sresponsebuttherewasstill

nothing.IthoughtofsendinghimanothertextbutI

wasdiscouraged.It'sbeenawhilesincehedumped

Lone,probablyhemovedon.Butthefactremained

thatIlovedthisguyandIneededatasteofhimit

doesn'tmatterwhetherhewasdatingornot.



Me:okmaybeIshouldfindawaytocheckhimat

hisworkplace.

Buthowwillhenoticemewhenheisbusyworking.

Imeannursesarealwaysrunningaroundbusy.

Maybemydesperationisgoingtoturnhimoff.

LatelyIcouldn'tevenlookatanyguy.Iwasso

obsessedwithAlexthatIcouldn'tgetmyselfto

startdatinganyotherguyexcepthim.Okayletme

trymyluckagain.Ithought.

Isenthimanothermessage.

Me:heydudeyourfrienddumpedmejustlikethat.

Ob,anywaykeithobogile.AreyoustillwithLone?

Maybewecanhangoutsometimeifyoudon'tmind.

Imkindoflonelythisdayssincehedumpedme.

IsentthemessageandsighedthenIdialedLesedi

justtocheermyselfup.Itrangtwiceandshepicked



Lesh:hiKels

Me:Leshhowareyousis?

Lesh:I'mgooddarlzenjoyingmynewphone.

Me:Icanimagine.DarlzI'mkindofstressed.

Lesh:I'mallearswhat'sup?

Me:yourememberthattimeIoncetoldyouabout

someguyI'mcrushing

Lesh:yahbutyousaidhewasyourguy.

Me:Iliedheisjustacrush.Hedatedmyfriend

brieflybutthenIjustlovehim.Ican'tgetmyselfto

dateanyotherguy.FamothoampatafelaI



comparehimwiththeguythenIreject.KegoreI'm

sadfelaLesh.Theguyisignoringmemofb.Golo

gatenggoanstresa.

Lesh:bonaKelsjustignorethisguyyouwillget

someonewhocaresaboutyou.Aguyshould

pursueyounottheotherwayround.Girlyouare

beautiful.Don'tdothattoyourself.Justforget

him.ifhereallybelongstoyouhewillfollowyou.

Aretswemodilongtseosisanddobooks.Next

yearokwala5kanawhatisyourtarget?

Me:eishmmaLeshI'mfailingtoforgethim.Anyway

Iwilltry.Okeishdithakadiampetsakwanosis.

Atleastfankatshwaraene36mmakatlakabona

sponsorship

Lesh:aethemmaLeshsentshololole.Kanabcos

youareaheadofme.Ihavetofollowyourfootsteps.

Atleastlet'ssayyourtargetis42points.Sothat

whenyoufailennabetween38and40.Pleasetell



daddytofindyouatutor.Failingisnotanoption.

Me:(uninterested)OKIwilltellhim.Wenakanao

crackLesh.Akerewareobeststudentinyourclass.

Lesh:,yahIreadalotgasegorekecrack.

Me:ok.

Lesh:onadifferentnote,Mmathisphoneis

amazingbutmummyissingingdaddy'ssongya

goreesekayantia.Heishdilotsabasadibagoloo

nngaletsefelaarephoneyagonfeidisa.

Me:hahahashestillbelievesthatthattheory?Ga

gonaphoneefeidisang.SotellmeLesh,youareso

excitedaboutthisphone.Whodoyouchatwith

akereyouaresingle.



Lesh:hahaha!sistershouldIonlychatwithboys.I

havegirlfriendsthemmaKels.

Me:hahaha!OKIonlystartedreallygettingmore

excitedaboutphonesparticularlywatsappwhenI

starteddating.Whoistheluckyguy?

Lesh:noguymygirl.Schoolfirst.(smiling)legalea

littlebitofflirtingisnotbad.I'mkindofdoing

somethinglikethatwithsomehunknehthat'swhat

gotmeexcited

Me:wowgirlyoulie!

Lesh:serious.

Me:wowtellmemoreabouttheguy.



Lesh:nothingmorebabeswearejustchattingand

gettingtoknoweachother.TotaIcan'tsayweare

datingyetcosIdon'treallyknowmuchabouthim.

Mmechemistryyoneetengsis.

Me:wowI'mhappyforyoudarlz.

Lesh:haha.Thankssis.

Me:wowI'mevenhopeful.

Lesh:Youwilldefinitelyfindamanofyourdreams.

Don'tworryAfterall,wearestillyoung.Wehavea

longwaytogo.

Me:akeresis.

Lesh:yah



Me:shapmylovwaitseyoureallycheeredmeup.I

wasreallystressed

Lesh:shapBae.

Fourmonthslater

PLEASEDON'TFORGETTOSHARE,LIKEAND
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4MONTHSLATER

AtAmazingGraceMinistries



Thechurchchoirsangloudlythesongwithso

muchpassionandtheirvoicesalmostlikeANGELS,

weresweetasrainaftersomuchheat.Theyechoed

amongstthechurchauditoriumuptotherafters,as

thewholecongregationstoodandsangalong.The

pastortogetherwithhisushermarchedtohispulpit.

Astheywentonwiththesong:

Amazinggracehowsweetthou

Thepastortookthethecordlessmicrophoneand

chantedinprayer.Thechoirsangsoftlyashe

continuedinprayer.Minuteslaterheaddressedthe

congregation:

PastorM:churchboardmembers,allPastors

presentandtheirspouses,eldersanddeaconsof

thechurch,thecongrats,Igreetyouallinthename

ofourLordandsaviorJesusChrist.Eventhis



morning,theholyspiritispresentinourmidst.Let's

openourheartsandallowhimtospeaktous.This

isthedaythattheLordhasmade.Let'srejoiceand

begladinit.OkaybeforeIstartmysermon

bazelwana.Iwillbecallinguponsomeonewhom

theLordhasministeredtoherlife.Sheisa

prayerfulwoman.Shehasseenthegraceand

greatnessoftheLordinherlifeandshewouldlike

totestify.MmaMosweucanyoucomeforward

please.Pleaselet'sallencourageherwiththose

hands.

Shestoodandmarchedforwardasthe

congregationclappedandclappeduntilshestood

nexttothepastorandhehandedherthe

microphone.Shehesitatednervouslyasshefaced

ahugecrowdofcongregantswhofilledupa500

seaterauditorium.Herheartrateincreased.Her

eyesfelltothesurfaceofthemanycrowdsandher

heartpoundedlikeitwouldcomeoutofherchest.

Sheswallowedhard.Andletoutalittlesmileto

calmhernerves.Sheclearedherthroatandspoke:



Lucia:greetingstoallofyoubrethrensinthename

ofJesusChrist.MynameisLuciaMosweu.I'm

standingheretothanktheLordforhisgreatness

andtothankPastorMarekaandthecongregationat

largeforyourprayers.TheLordhasreallyshown

hisgoodnessinmylife.About7monthsagoIwas

diagnosedwithcancerofthethroat.Itwasn'teasy

whenIheardthenews.WhenIheardtheword

cancer,Ilostallhope.IthoughtIwasdying.But

bommebakerekebasethophasa,bommeba

Thapelo,reallystoodinthegap.Theyprayedforme

dayandnight.Theyusedtovisitmeatthehospital

andprayedforme.Theypreachedforme.Moruti

wameleeneoneantholabothatthehospitaland

athome.Iwentforsurgerytoremovethetumor.It

wasnotaneasything.Ihavehadofmanypeople

dyingwhengoingthroughthesekindofsurgerybut

ItrustedGodformyhealing.I'mproudtotestify

thatthisGodisindeedahealer.Hehealedme.I've

beentocheckuplastweekandtheDrisproudof

myresultsandmyhealth.I'mthankfulthatmyGod



healedme.TheDrsaidthetumormayregrowsoI

willkeepgoingforcheckupsevery3months.ButI

believethisGodwhohealedmethatthetumoris

goneforgood.I'mhealedforgood.

Thechurchroaredincheersandululationsasshe

concluded:

Lucia:withthatmeandmyfamilywillcontinueto

dwellinthehouseoftheLordforever.Wewill

praisethisGodforeverandwewilltestifyabouthis

goodness.Iamsayingthistoyouwhoishaving

anykindofsicknessorwhateverproblem,trythis

God.Heisaproblemsolverandhewilldowonders

inyourlife.Withthat,thankyoupastorforgiving

methisopportunity.Iwouldalsoliketothankmy

prayerpartnerMmaBasiameorMmagweFifi.Sheis

suchadeterminedwomanofGodandshealways

gavemehopewhenIfelthopeless.MayGodbless

herandherfamily.AndtomydaughterLesedi,she

isagifttomyfamily.SheprayedformewhenIwas



sick.MayGodhelpmeraiseherinGod'sways.

Shebeamedbroadlyasshehandedoverthe

microphonetothepastor.Thepastorsmiledback

stillclappingforherasshevacatedthestage.

Pastor:wowwowwow!Whatatestimony!ThisGod

isagreatGod.Wepraisehimforhishealingpower.

WethankGodMmaMosweu.Thesearethekindof

testimonieswewanttohear.Godisfulflinghis

promisestous.Choirlet'shaveapraisesongand

danceuntotheLord.

Thechoirstoodandsangamelodioussongasthe

congregationdancedinjubilation.

AtMpotseng'shome

MmaMphoandMpotsengsatunderatreeshade



drinkingteaandchatting.

Mpotsengshoutedathergrandchildrenwhowere

playingaroundthemandchasedthemaway:

Mpotseng:heelawenaRaododo,otlhogoekima,

tswangtlhemogoronareabua.Tshamekelang

kgakalabanna!

MmaMpho:eemmaIwasjustsayingkanait'sbeen

fourmonthsandIamstillwaitingforyoutogiveme

feedbackcosI'mbroke.I'meventhinkingofselling

it.

Mpotseng:aetlhemmaMphookaserekisetshimo

yamethennaka.Kedikakelemakaengwagao

tango.OkIknowit'sbeenawhilebutIwillsee

whattodo.



MmaMpho:butit'sbeenawhileMmaLoagoandthe

sadthingisLuciaiswellandfit.Shewasseenby

peoplesellingherfoodkostratengkwa.Luciao

hodilewaberekaditirotsagagweMpotsengand

youstillwantmetowaitforhertodie.Ofoldile

mothoyoo.Nnammakerekisatshimoyame.

Mpotseng:okwaitlikeIsaidMmaMpho.Iwilldo

somethingaboutit.It'sgoodthatnowsheisback

towork.Sheismakingmoneyaelenggoreeago

nnaagagonnaka.Ketlafetsaleenennannakajust

givemeamonth.

MmaMpho:bewiseaboutthiswholethingmmanna

gakebatetoronkomykidslookuptomeonly.

Rraaboneisalreadyinprison,theycan'taffordto

losemealso.

Mpotseng:yahyouarerightbuttrustme.Iwilldeal

withitaccordingly.



MmaMpho:(standingup)OKletmeleaveyoumma.

Youwillupdateme.KegofakgwedifelaMpotseng

Iwillbesellingtshimoyame.

Mpotseng:youhavetotrustme.Iwillgetbackto

youforsure.

MmaMpho:okgosiame..

ShewalkedoutasMpotsengtookthecupstothe

kitchen.Shethentookherphoneanddialed

someone

Voice:MmaLoagowhatdidIdotogetacallfrom

you

Mpotseng:hahahaIneedyourhelptheabuti



Voice:OKI'mlistening

Mpotseng:Iwantthestrongestmutiever.O

bolayangkga-tshogoneFoofela.

Voice:hoohoo!ausiotennwekemangoBatago

bolayaJaana.

Mpotseng:wenampatelamolemoMajaseasfastas

youcan.Kegochekeleng?

Majase:hahahacometomorrowreterebonegore

rethusanaJang.Phonekedilotsamakgoagake

direletiroyamemophonengnnakaotankgolega.

Mpotseng:laughingloudly)hahahayouarerightI

willbethere



Majase:okay.

ShehungupandsighedthoughtfullyasJonas

enteredcarryingthehugestfishever.Hegreeted

herandpulledasmallbenchsittingdown.

Jonas:bakaeboSosolePonakebatlaba

nkgadikelethapiyamekee.

Mpotseng:tisathapiJonasretlashabakgantele.

Jonas:ahIwantedtoeatnow.Kesuleausi.

Mpotseng:(shouting)oebonehelakoorramang,

thapihelaekanakana,ejewaelenosikemonna

mogolowaBanababantsijaakawenaJaana.Wa

itebalawaitseausi.



Jonas:hahahasorrymysisterwaomanajaanong.

Ntirelateethekgaitsadiakalemapakiwaagagoa

monateale.KanteBanabagolofabakae.

Mpotseng:mxm!Jonasgaomponewaitse.Nnake

godirelatee.Youaredreaming.Gaonyaleleng

ngwanyanawagagowamaotoasokameng,atlaa

nnaagodireladiteenotmepapi!

Jonas(clappedhishandssurprised)ijoogothata

jaaanong.Oksorryausiokgopistswekeeng.Aeish

kebonengwanawamangwaneantsemontlejang

kotoropong.WaitsesheishealedLucia.Sheis

backtohersmoothbeautifulselfandbacktoher

work.Monkgogiotlawelapelohearingthathis

sisterisbacktoherself.Kemmonemmaaboale

majatonnake,lineyagagweyabarekibadijoeboa

kgakala.Abaamphatinyacokefelamahala.Kana

Lucybothoobotsaletswennake.



Mpotseng:mxm!kooreotlamborelangwenaka

Luciathis,Luciathat.GaonadikgangneJonas?

Jonas:Iyoowhat'shappeningausikeagotlotlela

felatlhe.

.

Mpotseng:ngng!I'mnotinterestedJonas.I'mtired

imgoingtotakeanap.Dikgangtsagagodibosula.

Jonas:ijooogosiamemma.

ShelefttothehouseasJonasremainedfrozenon

hischairstillsurprisedbyhisbehavior.

AtMontsamaisaCJSS.

OnMondayatnoon,LesediandherfriendKeneilwe

cheerfullywalkedoutoftheexaminationroomas



therestofthestudentsscatteredaround

celebratingtheirfreedom.Itwasthelastdayofthe

exams.Theyjustfinishedtheirmathematicspaper

2examandwerereadytojointhesociety.The

teachershadalottodo,asthestudentsscattered

aroundsingingnoiselyandsometearingtheir

schoolshirtsandwritingallsortsofquotesonthem.

Lesedisoftlyuttered:

Lesedi:heyNeiIcantwaittoseemyselfko

Materspei.Thispaperwejustwrote,Ihaveafeeling

Ikilleditkebona100fela.

Keneilwe:eishthemmawenayoucansaythatagain.

ItwasthesimplestMathspaperthateverexisted

themma.NextyearmmarwewithinkoMaters..

Lesedi:akere.Heishatleastwearedonewithexams.

NowIwillfocusonbondingwithmyguyeishneke

kgonagofeelaguiltykanaattimesIswitchedoff

thephonekebatlagoconcentrateenean



thwaafaletseabatlarechats.Butheisan

understandingguythough.

Keneilwe:themmaoluckyLesedi.NnammaIwas

allbookskesingle.Gakeitsegoredatingkeeng.I

canimaginetheboredomekeyanggoexperience

theseholidays.

Lesedi:don'tworryketengmothowame.It'snotlike

IwillbemovingtoAlexthemma.IwillstillbeLesh

helayoomoitseng.IyoobannabaImisammanna

gakebatedilonyana.

Keneilwe:akeremmeodirasentetsalayame.

Lesedi:akeremmata.Let'sclearourlockersandgo

home.

Keneilwe:eemma.Ahmmaatleastweshouldpass



bymilklaneformilkshakes

Lesedi:nowyouaretalking.Weneedthat.KaFriday

Iwillfinallygoandsleepoveratmyfather'shouse.

MyhalfsistergaabologonkopaIwasjustbusy

withmamaandsekolobutnowsheisfine.

Keneilwe:heymmaLeshIenvyyou.Yoursisiscute

latshwanagape

Lesedi:hahahareally,thanks.

Theirmathsteacherapproachedthemasthey

walkedtowardsthelockers.

Mathsteachers:I'mgoingtomissmycreamofthe

school.Girlshowwasthepaper?



Lesedi:theeasiestwehaveeverwrittensir.I'msure

of95ormore.

Mathsteacher:wowI'mtheproudestteacherright

now.

Keneilwe:itwaseasyteacherwearegoingtomiss

youtoo

Teacher:eishthisschoolwillbedifferentwithout

youbongwnaka.Pleasetakecareofyourselves.I've

saidalotmaloba,followmyadvises.Bye

Lesedi:thanksalotteacherwepromiseneverto

disappoint.

Hewalkedawayandtheyremainedbythelockers

clearingandbiddingothersgoodbyebeforethey

lefttothemall.
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Athome

OnaFridayeveningMummysippedherteabythe

dinnertablewhileIsatsilentlyonthesofareadinga

Facebookdiary.Daddywasplayingchesswith

Yarrywhoclaimedtobeteachinghimeventhough

hedidn'tknowanything.

Yarry:papakanamysisterLesedisaidsheis

comingovertodaysheisgoingtomakemeachess

champion.



Daddy:really?

Yarry:yesshetalkedtomeonLele'sphone

yesterdayandshesaidthewholeofthisweekend

shewillbeheremakingmeachesschampion.You

knowwhatshesaid?afterteachingmethetricksI

shouldjointhechessteamatschoolandthatwill

bemyfirststeptobeingachamp.DaddyLesedi

alsosaidI.

shouldteachherplaystation.Shesaidwhenwe

takethebreakfromchessthenitwillbemyturnto

teachher.

MummyrolledhereyesasYaronacontinuedtalking

andtalkingaboutLesedi.Shecalledauntytocollect

thecupsthenshelefttoherroom.Shelaid

comfortablyonherbedanddialedBonnie.

Bonnie:mamzo



Mummy:Fanashowareyouboy?

Bonnie:hahahamamayoustillcallmelikeI'm

Yarry'sagewhatwillmyfriendsayiftheyoverhear

yousayingthis.

Mummy:hahahaIdon'tcarewhattheysayyouwill

alwaysbemyboy.

Bonnie:hahahamamzomma.EishI'mbusywith

assignmentswearesubmittingnextweek.How's

everyonethatside?

Mummy:weareallgood.Ijustmissyouson.You

seemtobetheonlyonewhounderstandmebetter

inthisfamily.Iwishyouwerehere.

Bonnie:what'sgoingon?



Mummy:Lesediiscomingoverandeverythingis

abouther.It'slikeIdon'texist.Sheisgoingtoteach

Yarrychess.SheisgoingtoteachLelehowtobake.

Herdaddyislookingforwardtoeatinghermeals.

KooregomodumohelakaLesedikwanongwanake.

Bonnie:theyshouldn'tputtheirhopeshigh.whatif

sheisnotexactlywhatshepretendstobe.They

shouldn'tbereallythatexcitedaboutapersonthey

don'tknowwhatifsheisathieforsomething.I

thinkit'stooearlyforhertobeallowedtosleepover.

Ihaven'tevenmetherforchristsake.Shecouldbe

visitingmotshegareandgoingbackhome.

Mummy:(releasedasigh)heyboysheiseveryone's

favorite.IsoundevilwhenIadviseanythingabout

her.Butlikeyouaresayingsheisastrangerwe

shouldn'tbeallowinghertoourhousejustlikethat.

ImaginesheisgoingbackonSunday.

Bonnie:Iyookemathatathat'sabittoomuch,the



wholeweekend.Mamakegorewhypapaasenkea

bualenna.Kanasomeguyshereareverycloseto

theirfatherstheycanchatevenaboutdeepstaff.

Butnnamyfatherneverreallytalkstome.Whenhe

callsIknowit'ssomethingserious.Legokgaoga

pelofagongwekekgaogapelo.Evengrandpais

muchbetterthanpapa.Okgonagoletsafelaa

nthola.

Mummy:youwantmetotalktohimaboutthator

what

Bonnie:noItjuststressesmebutpapaleLeleba

utlwana.Nnawhyasakgonegonnaclosetome

likeheistoLele

Mummy:boyIthinkyouneedtoopenuptohimand

tellhimhowyoufeelaboutit.Ikindofunderstand

mmegone.Jakesneverreallytalksaboutyoulike

hedoeswiththegirls.Yomoshayoeneoworse

jaanong.



Bonnie:kanatherewasatimeIusedtowonderifhe

isreallymyrealdaddykanaleantobela.

Mummy:aobaby!Isitthatbad?aongwanake

bathong!RebonyeJacobisyourrealdadngwanake.

Legotshwanaleatshwana.Heismyfirstlove.

Justthatwenayouwereraisedbybomamaand

youbondedwiththem.Wewerestilltryingto

establishourselves.Faresetserethibelelakefao

togaofetsasekolothenwejustleftyouthere.

Bonnie:Ifeelnotlovedsometimesorsomekindof

strangerinyourfamily.Youcouldhavetakenmeor

something.Lelelenelennanaemama.Nnakenna

keyaMasimolemme.Imeanevenholidaysmme

willtakeustoMasimo.Icametotownboonceina

year.

Mummy:that'swhyyougrewuptobethis



responsibleson.Itwasn'teasyforusnakoyateng.

Wewerehussling.Yourfatherhadnojob.My

parentswerehelpingusraiseyouandtheydidwell.

Youwerethebabyofthehousesotheywerestingy

aboutyoufagoiwaMasimotheywentwithyou.Le

fakerekeagotsayatheyweresadkabakalesa

Bonnie:hahaha!amme.Bomagranzobatho.

Mummy:hahahamamaneakgonagoLelakana

Bonniekerekeagotsaya.Youarestilltheir

favoritetoday.

Bonnie:hahaha!amme.Ithinkso.Ntatejustcalled

theotherdayandsaid.Papi,faditswalwareya

morakeng.Dikgomotsagagoletsagaraagodia

ntapisa.ReatsamayamonnaketegogoRuta

dikgomo.Idon'twantutosufferwhenI'mnolonger

here.



Mummy:hahaaoshemhelovesyouboy.

Bonnie:hedoes.

Mummy:okboyletmecallitanightstudyhardand

takecare.Mummylovesyou.

Bonnie:thanksmumzoIwillalwaysloveu.

Hehungupandshesighedandswitchedonher

bedroomTVtostartwatchingsoapies.

MeanwhileatthelivingroomLesediwithaback

packhangingonhershouldersknockedand

entered.YarryandIhappilystoodandhuggedher

givingherawarmwelcome.

Shethenbowedlowgreetingdaddywhoalso

huggedher.Wesattogetherintheloungeand

watchedTVchattingaboutthisandthat.



Mummyremainedatherroomuntilauntycalledus

fordinner.Lesedigreetedmummyatdinnertime

andwesatquietlyeatinguntilmummyexcused

herselfbeforefinishingherfood.

Laterthatnightafterbathing,wechangedintoour

pyjamaswelaidonmybedchatting:

Lesedi:thatlastpaperwastooeasyLele.Idid

justicetoit.

Me:wowI'mgladIhaveacleversister.I'mnever

sureaboutanyexamIwriteuntiltheresultsareout.

Lesedi:really?

Me:yah



Lesedi:okayIguessyoushouldtrytofindhowto

makeyourstudyinginterestinggoresekoloseseka

sagobora.

Me:Sedicomeoncanwenottalkaboutschoolnow

it'sFridaynightforcryingoutloud.

Lesedi:hahahasorrywhenshouldwetalkaboutit.

Ne'idon'tknowmaybeboMonday.

Lesedi:(releasedasigh)girlmyguyisworkingover

thisweekendnkabokesefasis,youaresolucky.

Neketsogakeagotholaleenekamoso.Ifhewas

off.Thewaykemomissangkateng..

Me:working?



Lesedi:ohyahkanaIneverreallytoldyouthatI'm

datingaguywhoisworking.Ah..Pleasedon'tjudge

me.Iknowyoumightthinkheisold.Butheistoo

patientwithme.Ilovehim.Wemeetouttherekodi

mallongandwechatalot.I'veneverbeentohis

house.

Me:what?heelaSedieventhoughI'msixdaysolder

thanyou.Youcan'ttalktomelikeyouaretalkingto

mama.Ican'tjudgeyougirl.ButI'msurprisedware

you'veneverbeentohishousebutyou'vebeen

datingfor4months.HowdoyoumanageSedi?

Lesedi:IcomefromapoorfamilyLele.It'svery

importantformetofocusonschool.Idonotwant

thisguytoderailmefrommygoals.SonowthatI'm

donewithexamsIwilleasemyrulesabitbutmy

principleswillstillremainfixed.



Me:whatprinciples?

Lesedi:hahaha!nopressureforsex,abstinence

untilIfinishmyformfive.Aguy'sbedroomisano

goareaforme.Nosleepingoverataguy'shouse.If

helovesmeenoughhewillwaitforme.Formeit's

Godfirstthenotherthingswillfollow.Hesaidthese

areeasyprincipleshewillabidebythem.

Mymouthdroppedasshecontinuedtotalkmore

andmoreaboutherprinciplesandGod.Sheeven

wentontoquoteBibleversesandIsighednot

knowingwhichdirectiontoturnthisconversationto.

Me:oksoLeshtellme.Whoisthisluckyguy?You

saidheworksoberekakae?kanayouarebeautiful

totamysis.Fakenekeleguynkabokego

phoshitsefagongwekegobonakesaitsegoreyou

aremybloodhahhaa.Nkabokepaletswekego

itshwaratota.



Lesedi:hahaha!wenakanaonalegoakanyadilo

sis.Heisanurse.

Me:(lookingsurprised)nurse??

Lesedi:isthereanythingwrongwithnursesnemma

youlooktoosurprised

Me:nono!Nothingwrongnursewhere?

Lesedi:KkNyanga...

Whatifit'sAlex,myheartskippedbeforesheeven

finished,Ichippedin.

Me:letmeseehisPic.



Lesedireluctantlytookherphoneunderthepillow

andscrolledtogallerywheresheshowedmeher

selfiewithAlex.Myheartnearlyfelloutofmy

mouthasIstaredtothismanthatIhavespent

monthsfantasizingaboutposingwithmysisterina

selfie.Ilookedcloselyagain.Itwashim.Smiling

broadlyrevealinghispurewhitewellarrangedteeth

withmyyellowbonesister,smilingwithadimple

besidehim.NoGod!no!whyIamIobsessedwith

himandyoukeepgivinghimtopeopleclosetome.

Whydothistome!

Nowthewholethingwascomplicatedand

impossible.ArealmessImustsay.Ihandedher

overherphoneasmywholebodytrembledinshock.

Ifeltnumbastearsgatheredbehindmyeyes.Ihad

toescapewithinthatsplitofasecondbeforeI

disappointedmyselfandbrokedownbeforemy

sister.Withoutsayinganyword,Iquicklyjumped

offthebedandflewopenmybedroomdoor.I

pacedtothetoilet.Islammedshutthetoiletdoor

andsatonthetoiletseatburyingmyheadonmy



lapastearswelledfrommyeyes.Iletoutan

inaudiblescreamoffrustrationastearscontinued

torundownmyface.Lesediremainedsurprisedon

mybedtryingtofigureoutwhatwasitthatjust

happened..
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SomeminuteslaterLesedigrewworriedwhenshe

realizedthatit'sbeenawhilesinceIrantothe

toilet.Shetiptoedtothetoiletandstoodbythedoor

andlistened.Sheheardmysniffs.Thenshe

knockedsoflycallingoutmynamealmostina

whisper.



Lesedi:Kelly,Kels,areyouokay.Areyoucryingin

theresiswhat'swrong?

Istoodandwipedmytearsthenflushedthetoilet

fornothingjusttopretendI'vebeenintheredoing

something.Iletoutasighandmuttered:

Me:runningstomachwithpainfulcramps.Justgo

backtotheroomIwillbetherefewminutes.

Lesedi:okayshouldImakeyouwarmwaterorwhat?

Me:noIwillbefinejustgoandsleepIwillcome

over.

Lesedi:okay

Lesediwentbacktotheroom.Iwashedmyfaceon



thebasinthentookmyfacetowelfromthe

bathroomandwipedmyself.Ilookedmyselfonthe

mirrorandsighedsadly.ThenIwentbacktothe

room.WhenIopenedthedoorandsheuttered:

Lesedi:girlyouscaredthehelloutofme.Areyou

okay?

Me:I'mfine,justpainfulcramps.Iwanttotryand

sleep.(LookedawayfromLesedi)switchoff

yoursidelamprerobaleIwillbefine.

Lesedi:okthat'sareliefIwasfreakingout.Theway

youjumpedoutofthisbedandrantothetoiletwas

scary.AnditevengotworsewhenIheardyour

sniffs.IthoughtyouwerecryingandIwasfreaking.

Goodnightgetwelldarlz.

Me:goodnight



IclosedmyeyesbutIcouldn'tcatchanysleepas

thepictureoftheirselfiekeptappearinginmymind.

Iwillhavetodosomethingaboutthis.Ican'tafford

toseemysisterdatingaguyIwantthisbadnot

beforeIevenhaveatasteofhim.It'sgoodthatthey

neverslepttogether.Iwillhavetodosomething.

Wewillhavetobothlosehim.

SeveralevilthoughtscrossedmymindasIlaidnext

toher.Jealousybrewwithinme.

Whyisitthatthisgirlseemslikesheisgoingtobe

perfectineverythingandgeteverygoodthing.Ok

sheisthecleversister,shegotthemostbeautiful

cellphone,shehasabankaccount.Sheisturning

intodaddyandYarry'sfavorite.Shedriftedmommy

anddaddyapart.Doessheevendeservemy

attentionlikeIjustdid.Whatifsheisgoingtotake

awayeverythingfromme.Sheisprobablygoingto

winhisheartbecauseshedoesn'twantsex,sheis

toofocusedonschoolandsheisagenius.Sheis



tooperfectandAlexwillobviouslylikethat.

OkayIneededtothinkhardonhowtogoaboutwith

thisone.It'seitherwebothlosehimorItakehim.

Lesedican'ttakemyman,never.

HourslaterIwatchedherpeacefullysleepingand

clickedmytonguestaringathercutesmoothface.I

tookherphoneandluckyenoughtherewasno

password.Iwenttoherwatsappandreadthrough

hercommunicationwithAlex.Thekindofjealousy

thatbrewwithinmewasenoughtoburstand

destroyeverythingaroundme.That'swhensome

burningangerdevelopedwithinme.Ireadthrough

theirchatswhichwentlike,

{{Bae:babeourfirstnighttogetherwillbethemost

specialthing1.AnditWillbeinCapetown.Theway

youarespecialtomeI'mgoingtoflywithyouto



CapeTownjustforourfirstnight.Nopressuremy

loveIwillwaitforyou.

Her:wowmyloveyouareromantic .Can'twait.

ButIwillhavetowait.Girlgottastudyhard,our

doublestoryhousewillneedtwosalaries.

Bae:yesbabeandaBenzisexpensiveoneneedsto

studyhardtoaffordit.

Her:kanayouaretalking.Ourlittleboyandgirlwill

needtobedroppedoffbyeithermummyordaddy

kaBenz.

Bae:that'smygirl.BabeIlovedyoutheveryfirst

timeIsawyou,andtoldmyfriendsthatyouarethw

girlI'mgoingtomarrytheythoughtIwascrazy.But

IstillrepeatitI'mgoingtomarryyou.



Her:hahahaseriousmylove

Bae:yessweets.Babeweneedtosetupapicnic

soon.Mylipsareeagertojusttouchthose,nothing

moremylove

Her:Ican'twaittorubminetoyours.

Bae:thatmy

Her:yesbabe

Bae:goodnightdreamofme

Her:youareallIdreamaboutthisdaysnytmy }}

IclickedmytongueseveraltimesasIfinished

readingthechats.



Ithencomposedamessage.

'AlexIthinkI'mnotreadytomeetupwithyou

anytimesoon.Ijustwanttofocusonmy

relationshipwithGodandstrengthenit.I'vebeen

thinkingaboutitforalongtimeIcan'tevensleepso

Idecidedtojustgetitoffmychest.I'msorry.I

don'twanttomakemistakesaboutmylife.I'mstill

veryyoung.Wenayouareworking.SototaIthink

youaretoooldforme.LikeIsaidIdon'twantany

pressure.Youarefreetodateanyoneyouwant.

ThisthingwillnotworkcosIknoweventuallyyou

willwantsexfrommeandIcan'tofferyouthat.I

won'tchangemymind.Don'tjustcallmeplease.

Andstayawayfrommeandmyfamily.'

Isentthesms.WhenitreporteddeliveredshortlyI

deletedit.ThenIblockedAlex'snumber.



IthenwentontochangethenumberLesedisaved

asBaetomyoldnumberwhichIwasnolonger

using.Islowlyplacedherphoneonhersidetable

andalittlesmileescapedmylips.Iclosedmyeyes

anddriftedofftosleeppeacefully.

ThefollowingmorningAtLucia'shome.

LuciaandMmaCsatontheverandaenjoyingfive

rosesteaandmapakiwa.

Lucia:heyMmaCIdon'tknowhowtothankyoufor

yourgoodheart.Nkgonneolerato,onkokileka

loratolelegakgamatsang.LookathowfitIam.It's

allyourgoodworks.Mycustomerswerehappyto

seemebarekeabaaketsakereiwassuffering

fromcancer.

MmaC:nnakaIhadtoreturnthefavor.Youarethe

onewhohasagoodheart.SometimesIwonder



whyyourrelativesdon'tseeit.

Lucia:aowaiforgetaboutthoseonestheyhave

allowedthedeviltostayintheirhearts.Mothoyo

botokakeJonas.Hewashappytoseememaloba

hamokhukhungwame.Kabakamorekelacoke.

Mmac:yahIrealizedthatonekemotho.Wamosadi

keenemathata.

Lucia:yookemoloifelayoo.Mmeotsilego

humanegelarurikeboloi

Mmac:hahahaakere.

Lucia:eishMmaCIdon'tknowifI'maoverreacting.

I'mjustsadthatLesedivisitedherfatherItfeelslike

theywanttotakeawaymydaughterandit'shurting

meMmaC.LesediismylifeIcan'taffordtoloseher



now.

MmaC:youcan'tloseherLucy.Don'tworryLesedi

isaclevergirl.ShelovesandrespectyouIdon't

thinkshecanchooseanyoneoveryou.

Lucy:butI'mworriedtheyareenticingherwith

expensivethingsthatIcan'tafford.Whatifshe

feelsnnakeapalelwa.

MmaC:Idoubt,yourbondwithheriswaybetter

thanthat.Youarehermotherandyouraisedher.

Yougavehereverythingsheneededandlove.She

willneverforgetthat.Lesediistooclevershe

knowstherightthing

Lucy:okifyousaysoI'mrelieved.TodayIneedto

restmaabanekechaisitsebosigogore.



Mmac:Lucydon'toverworkyourselfplease

Lucia:hahaha!MmaCkehodilethemmaIwantto

makemoneyformychildren.Myplanistobuilda

twoandhalfatthatcornerforrental.MmawhenI

diemychildrenshouldhavesomethingthatbrings

inincome.IlearntthehardwaysoI'mworkinghard

tobuildthathouse.FankabonaSediaheditseform

fiveMmaCketlaarehuu.

Mmac:ahotogaahetsannakawenakanao

botlhaletota.That'sagoodidea.Rentyadi2nhalf

kebo1.3or1.5MadiatengakathusaBanathata

Lucia:eethatathat'swhatithought.Iwilldoitatmy

pace.Weneverreallyknowwhatthefutureholds

mmeI'mproudofBobothisdays.Okgonagompha

Madiaseshabongwanakekoorelefaanwa,P100

gaankeamonthokisa.Heismaturewaitse.Ive

decidedtoopenReaanaccountsothatwhenhe

givesmetheP100heusuallygiveIsaveforRea.



NgwanayoosenangMmagwegagonagoreketla

rengkengwanake.

Mmac:yahBoboisagoodboytotawethankGod.

Eishmosimaneyokileaboarerogakana.

Lucia:ijowaBuaMmaC.Bobowasworse.

Mmac:heelaLucy,rragweKgosiodidimalatseruri?

Lucia:mxmyoucan'tbelievethis.Hecalledmelast

weekaskingmeifI'mhealed.Hesaidheisstressed

sometwogirlsbamoripotetsemaintenancewa

Bana.soaregatweaduelearrearsortoronko.Kefa

keretsamayaoyegopantitasethodi.Thapelo

tsamediaarabiwa.

MmaC:okopaneleditsenwa.



Lucia:ahthat1isanexcuseofaman.I'm

concentratingonbuildingformykids.Withmenke

chaisitseMmaC.

MmaC:mmekanamokhanselarawagobatannaka.

Lucia:hahahaMmaC!Iyoo!NnaI'mtoooldfor

banna.Theyhurtmetoomuch.

MmaC:enemmekemotho.Onniletwoyearsasa

sianesianesalerebolokamogatse.

Lucia:hahahaahMmaCwhatdoyouwanttosay

jaanong.

MmaC:hahaha!kegoregonemalobaaftervdc

meetinghecalledmeasideandaskedmeafew

questionsaboutyou.Arehewantsaresponsible

womantosettlewithyotlamoratelangBana.



Lucia:Iyookemathata!NnaIdon'twantaman

MmaCgothelele.I'mdonewithmen.Elegorehow

oldarehiskids?

MmaC:lastbornoBalaformfive.Babararobaba

tonaokarebabereka.

Lucia:ijooodistepchildrendirogabathoJaana.

MmaCtheywillthinkIwanttheirfather'smoney.

HeishnnaI'mfinemmaCtota.Ahkelapile.Idon't

wantdramainmylifeanymore

MmaC:okkeautwannakammeosantseOle

monnyegaokakewaithobogajaakarona.

Lucia:I'mconcentratingonGODMmaC.I'vebeen

hurtalot.Ialsohavehealthissues.I'mnotsure

whentheLordwillwanttotakemesoIwantto

leavesomethingformychildren.Relationshipis



stressful.It'sgoingtomakemelosefocus.Gape

Banabagagwebabatona.Theyaregoingtoinsult

meandmychildrenarealsooldenough.Ican't

bringmyselftoexplainsuchthingstothem.I'mfine

MmaCkelenosi.

MmaC:bodutuotlaborengLucia?

Lucia:notimeforbodutu.Iworkfakechaisake

lapileIgivemychildrenattention.ThenIdoBible

studyandpray.Weekendsfakeboregaoteng

MmaC.RenwateemmogoorIvisitMmagweFifi

andwetalkaboutGod.TalkingaboutMmagweFifi

doyouknowthatherhusbandisJacob'sbig

brother.

MmaC:ijowaganannaka.It'sokay.AoreallyIdidn't

knowaboutMmagweFifi.

Lucia:eneleMaviskedingwetsigaoitsegoreo



fanakaBasiame.

MmaC:eeorialomosadiyolemmawarapela.

Lucia:yahsheisarealwomanofGod.Mmele

mogatse.GaatshwaneboJacob.kemonnayo

ithaloganyang.

MmaC:aothat'sgood.

Lucia:yahJacobkerrabasadi.IdoubtLesediishis

onlychildoutofwedlockgotshwanetsegonaleba

bangwe.

MmaC:mxmontenamaswemonnayoomatho

matho.

AstheycontinuedchattingLuciarecognizedKabo



enteringtheirhomewithafamiliargirl.

Lucia:Kabootlwaeletsekaengwanayanayo.

Mmac:whichgirlisthatnnaIcan'tseeclearlyLucy.

Lucia:that'stheneighbor'skid,Bridget.Mmekana

ngwananyanayogaautlwe.

MmaC:puttingherhandoverhermouth)what?

KoorewhathasgottenintoKabokanathisboyo

kareotlachangermmeentseelemothofelaa

ntlotla.butthat'ssodisrespectfulofhimtotake

ngwanawaneighborhelarelegonefa.

Lucia:maybehethinkswecan'tseehim.Thatgirl

gaadithomakana.



MmaC:WaboaBatlagorebiletsamedumo.Le

gonephakelaokana.

Lucia:let'shopetheyarenotuptosomething

maybesheisjustpickingsomethingandleaving

MmaC:whendidtheystarttalking.Thatgirlis

Lesedi'sagebutoEmalebannabadikoloigonefa

everydaylesekologakeitsegoreotlasefetsa.

Lucia:eishBanakestressfelaMmaCwecanonly

hopeforthebest.

TheycontinuedtochatasLuciapouredwarmwater

inabowlandabitofliquidsoapthensheslowly

washedthecupstheywereusing.

MeanwhileatKabo'sservantquarterBridgettook

offhershoes,herskirtandtopandremainedwith



herbraandpanties.Shelaidonhisbedsmiling

naughtily.Kabocamefromthemainhousewitha

fileofhisoldschoolpapers.Heopenedthedoor

andhiseyesfellonnakedBridgetontopofhisbed.

Hisheartpoundedashestaredatherroundbutt

andhestaggeredbackstaringatherspeechless..

AtLucia'shouseasMmaCandLuciastood

examiningLucia'sgardenthesoundofthegate

openingdestructedthemandtheireyesfellonthe

leastexpectedperson.TheirJawsdropped.

GOODNIGHT

KINDLYCOMMENTANDSHARE.ENJOYYOUR

WEEKEND

[10/19,15:36] :MYCRUSH

*42



Thewomanapproachedwithatravelingbaganda

smallBLANKET.

Lucia:moloigaabuiweMmaC

MmaC:kaMODIMO!

Lucia:Istillwonderwhatshewants.OBataengmo

gamemoloiyoneMMAC?DibekeketsaENG?

MmaC:let'swaitandhearherout.

Mpotsengapproachedthemandgreetedthemwith

afakesmile.TheyallfakedsmilesandLuciatook

anotherplasticchairfromthehouse.Therewasan

awkwardmomentofsilenceforAwhile.

Mpotseng:Luciamysisteryoulookbeautifultota.



I'msohappythatyouarehealingsowell.Eishke

utulekegogopotsennaka.KanathelasttimeIwas

hereJonaswasjustrushingus.Kebokesakgone

gogotholasente.InitiallyIreallywantedtospenda

nightbutheinsistedthatIcan'tsincegapeoneole

kakwagommeha(turningtoMmaC)Weareso

thankfulmmefortakingcareofourchild.Keneke

tshwerweketseleletseleKogaeKanakenna

mogolo.SoketsileLucia.Iwanttoatleastspenda

weekherekegobonesentle.

Lucia:what?Spendaweekwhere?

Mpotseng:gonefalewenatlhengwanawa

mmangwana.KanaLucykeronafelabasadibare

setsengtotagareretahwaraganeng.

Lucia:what?Areyouevenhearingyourself

Mpotseng?Tshwaragana.Doyouevenknowit

wena.Doyouknowwhatitmeans?Keraafelayou

toldmydaughterLesediagoleleditsekelemo



bothokongomoRayaorereutuleretlabona.Wa

palelwalekegogataga1tocomeandseeme.

ThatwasthetimeIneededyou.Nowthanks,please

Idon'tneedyou.

Mpotseng:IknowmysisterthatIdelayedtosee

youbutjaakaoitseretshelakagoiphataphatelake

neketabogileletseleletsele.NowI'm free.Icame

tohelpyouwhereyouneedhelp.Youarestillsick

Lucy.Cancercan'tbefullyhealedsodon'trejectmy

helpnnakayouneedme.Leenemosadimogoloyo

garekemogololeayekogagagwe.

Lucia:nothankyouMpotseng,Idon'tneedyour

helpthisconversationisover.Youcannowleave

Mpotseng:aonnakawabooreng?

Lucia:MpotsengifyouthinkI'mnothealedyouare

wrong.Kefodilenkgonnentswelakajarata.



MmaCsilentlylistenedastheyquarelledannoyed

byMpotseng'spretence.Butshejustcouldn'tsay

anythingsinceshewasnottheirrelative.Justone

glareatthiswomanshesensedsomethingoutof

theordinary.Shejustcouldn'tputafingeratwhat

waswrongwithher.Buttherewassomething

awkwardabouther,particularlyatthatverytime.

Herwholebodygrewgoosebumpsandherspirit

unrest.

Mpotseng:Lucykanalennathishomeismineyou

can'tjustchasemeaway.Especiallykesatlaka

ntwaketsilekalorato.(pretendingtobe

emotional)MymotherlovedyouLucymysister.She

treatedyoulikeherveryownchild.Evenwhenshe

diedshetoldusthatyouareherdaughterreSeka

ragolatha.ThisisMmamonkgogi'shome.Iguess

ifshewasaliveshewouldhaveallowedmein.I

knowI'mnotaperfectperson.ButLucynnnakaI'm

trying.Pleaseallowmetostayherewithyoujust

foraweek.Iwillhelpwherethereisneed.



Lucia:Igetyou,butsadlythetimeIneededyou

most,youwerenotavailableMmaLoago.Itwas

stressful.IliterallyhadnofamilyuntilMmaCcame

throughforme.KedulefaMmaLoagokesiabana

babannye.Mosadiyowabathoabatsayaaba

tsenyakontlongyagagwe.Wherewereyou?This

womanhadtosignmypaperswhenIwentfor

surgerybecauseLesediisaminor.Wherewereyou

Mpotseng?Mydaughtercalledyou.Gopadileeng

MpotsenggoreontholekanaotholeBana.Imean.

Whydoyouhavetocomenownnakesetseke

bonakefodile?Whynow?Ifatallimyoursister

whycomenow?Thereisnothingyoucanhelpme

withnow.Inolongerneedhelp.Ketholakotirong.

MmaContshalelaleboKgosi.Sheistheonly

mothertheyknow.Sowenathereisnothingyou

canhelpwith.JustgobackhomeMpotseng.

ThanksforcomingnowbutIcan'tallowyouinmy

house.

Mpotseng:LuciaIknowmysister.Thatwasabad



behaviorIdisplayednnaka.Totakebatlare

baakanyelosika.Golwalagagagogonthutile

sengwe.SoIbegyoutoallowmetostayforawhile

mysisterandcorrectmymistakes.Iwantyour

childrentoknowme.I'msorryfornotbeingthere

whenyouneededmemost.

Lucia:ahIstilldon'tunderstandwhyyouarecoming

now.Whatchanged?

Mpotseng:Jonastalkedtomeonkgakolotsegorere

kaselatlhane.LennaIrealizedI'vebeentoodistant

andIcamehereinpeace.Tearfully)IbegyouLucia

mysisterdon'tchasemeaway.Ipromisetocorrect

myways.Wearesisters.Saataneoneantsene

jaanongkebonegorekebitseModimo.I'msorry

Lucyiwantustoreconcile.Etleereafterthisotle

kogame.Youalsohavetoknowmykidscosfake

sulebasalalewena.Thereisno1Itrustlikeyouin

ourfamily.Sodon'tlosehopeaboutus.Let'stryto

mendthisforthesakeofourchildrensothatthey



cangrowknowingwhoyoureallyare.

LuciasighedandlookedinhereyesasShelooked

downwipingtearswithherhandkerchief.MmaC

wasstillnotconvinced.

Lucia:okMmagweLoagogosiameIallowyouhere

forthisweek.It'sokay.Retlaipaakanya.I'velong

wishedIcouldhaveafamilytoo.It'sagoodthingto

teachBanalosika.Letmeputawayyourbags.

ShetookherbagandblanketintoLesedi's

bedroomasMmaCshookherheaddisappointed

byLucy'sDecision.

WhenshecamebackMmaCbidthemgoodbyeas

LuciawalkedintothehousetomakeMpotseng

sometea.Beforeshearrivedatherhomeshe

smsedLucia.



MmaC:pleasetakecareLucyIstilldon'ttrustthat

woman.That'sanact.

Luciasighedandputawayherphonewalkinginto

thekitchen.Shesilentlysaidashortprayerthen

continuedwiththetea.

MeanwhileinsideKabo'sroomhesighed

disappointedathimselfafteraheatedsexualact

withBridget.Bridgetsmilednaughtilyplayingwith

hisearsthenshepickedherclothesdressingup

thenshewasstartledbyaroughknockatthedoor.

Kabo:(whispering)Ithinkit'smotherdressasfast

asyoucan.

Bridget:(smilingbroadly)youaresosexyfao

tshogile.Youareturningmeon.IthinkIshould

dropthisskirtagain.



Kabo:damnitBristopit!

Bridget:babejustleavetheoldwomancomeand

kissme.ShouldIundressagain?

Kabo:nono!Briputonyourshoesandgo.Wewere

notsupposedtodothis.Ketshogilethemma

Bridget.Thisissowrong

TheknockcontiuedandMmaCsighedfrustrated

andwalkedtothemainhouse.

Bridget:sheisgonecanwetryroundtwo.Ienjoyed

thisbabe.Ididn'tknowyouarethistalented.

Kabo:(angrily)Bridgetstopit!areyounoteven

afraidmaybeIgotyoupregnant.Brioleform4andI

justhadunprotectedsexwithyou



Bridget:ahhahaha!Kbdon'tdisappointmeboyyou

wanttotellmeyoustilldon'tknowaboutmorning

afterpillatyourage.

Kabo:okthenfinishupdressingotsamae.Hereare

thepapers.Ican'taffordtohelpyou.Youwillstudy

onyourown.

Bridget:youarekiddingmerightman.Getthisclear.

Wearestudypartnersandeverydaybeforewestart

oursessionsyouaregoingtogivemewhatujust

did,okay?

Kabo:nonoBridgetjustgo.Ican'tdothiswithyou

anymoregohomeI'mopeningthedoorgo.

Bridget:(puttingherfingeronherlips)shhhh!my

handsome.Notsofast.Wearedoingthelastround

hereorelseIscreamandyourmomcomesandfind

outoursecretandIpinitonyouthatyourapedme.



Youaregoingtogivemeyourallrightnowhere

handsome.Ok?

Kabo:heelaBridget!

Bridge:okayI'mgettingirritatedKaboifyoudon't

wanttocooperatekeakuanow.Dowhatyouare

supposedtodo,okay

Kabosighedfrustratedlyandfollowedeachofher

demandsuntiltheywerebackonthebedagainand

hesavoredoncemore.

AttheBasiame'shome

Samsteppedoutofthehouseandputhishandson

hispocketapproachinghissisterswhowere

gatheredatthefireareawiththeirmanychildren.



Sam:Nchadi,Maduo.Moneibonnakantloisfinished.

I'vejustpaidtheguyswhodidthejob.It'slighting.

Youcangoandcheck.

Nchadi'sson:wownkokodirenalemotakase!Kee

golaitamalome.

Maduo'sson:NooShobenagolaitanna.Akele

malome!

Sam:hahaha!Goandlightmalaitiaaka.

JaanongNchadiyouaretheelderonehere.Take

careofthehouse.Leabonagorewepaintedrebo

reletsenyetsemotakase.Itwasnoteasy.Wehad

toforgocertainimportantthingsinourfamiliesto

dothisforyou.IdidElectricityandJacobdid

painting.SotlhokomelangBanamopentengba

Sekabatlatsantloleswe.Gapebonnakamotakase

leaoitsenyetsadon'texpectustodoitforyou.Nei

leallowancefelayoucantakep50watsenya



motakase.Maduonnakayouneedtofindajob.We

havefamiliesandchildrenwecan'ttakecareofall

ofyou.Lastlyfolosanggrocerymokoloing.It'sthe

leastIcandoforyouandIwantyoutostandfor

yourselvesleiperekele.

Nchadi:(smiling)realebogakgaitsadiaka.You've

reallydonealotforusweappreciate.Retaiteka.

Shobenatsamayangleyegofolosadilwanamo

koloingyamalomaalona.

Thekidsrushedtowardsthecaralleagertofindout

whattheunclehadforthem.

Maduo:thanksalotwereallyappreciate.Enee

setseeleronafelamothotengewithoutelectricity

nekesetsekethabiwakedithong.

Sam:hahadithong?Really?Youhavetoworkfor

everythingMaduo.Nothinginlifecomeseasy.Ako



obatletironnaka.

Maduo:eerra

Nchadi:owaiyoonnamonageng.Leaitapisanna

retlhaetse.

Maduo:ahMmagweshoshowaboatlampua

bosula.Nchadimma.

Monei:thanksalotbigbrother.I'mgoingtodo

assignmentseasily.Ireallyappreciate.Lifewithout

electricitywasreallytoughgokopagochargelwadi

phoneandallthelikewasnoteasyatall.

Sam:hahahayahIcanimagine.Okayanotherthing

guyscleantheyardthebathong.Jaratagaekgathe.

NchadiBualeBanabacleanejarata



MaduorolledhereyesasNchadiconcentratedon

whatSamwassayingandagreedwithhim.

Nchadi:jaanonghemybrother,mosimanyanayo

wamewalestandard2,Dobe,okgaogetsweke

dithako.kekopaP200nyanahoonkgonne.

Sam:NchadiI'vejustspentmoneyonpayingbatho

babanengbadirantloandgroceries.Totawhere

doyouexpectmetogetmoremoney.

Nchadi:eishIunderstandI'mstrandedIwillcheck

Jakes.

Sam:okay.

SambidthemgoodandgotintohiscarasMonei

camerunning.



Monei:nekerekekopaMadiatransporttoschool

leaprintangproject

Sam:(angrily)MoneiI'vejuatspentsomuchmoney

here.ItoldNchadijustnowleeneareobatlaMadi.

Pleaseunderstandthis.ThatgroceryIboughtfor

youwas1ktsayap50that'sallIhave.Youwillsee

whattodo.WenannakaregofaMadieverydaybut

youalwayswantmore.

HehandedhertheP50androlleduphiswindow

drivingaway..
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AtAlex'sworkplace



AtlunchtimeAlextriedLesedi'snumberforthe

20thtimeanditdidn'tgothrough.Hesighed

severaltimesreadingthesmsoverandoveragain.

Alex:GodareyoupunishingmeforcheatingLesedi

withConnie.Whythis?

HescratchedhisheadfrustratedthenhedialedKen.

Kenpickedatthesecondring.

KEN:Lexhow'sit?

Alex:nnamonnaketheogetsemmekemo

stresseng.I'meventhinkingoffakingsicknessba

nkgololekeegoswelakolapengkestress.

Ken:what'sgoingon?



Alex:monnaLesedijustdumpedmeoutofnowhere.

Kanakerayaanhourlaterafterwehadaheated

chatebileampromisadichunoneelegoreIhaveto

organizepicnicforus.Thenboommessagehelao

moleele.heyican'tdothisanymore,wanttofocus

onGod,heyomotonablahblah.NextthingI'm

tryingtocallhersheblockedmyno.

Ken:owaai!macheribonebaboIwanttofocuson

God,sipitispitiommonaasetseagogampa.Ifyou

dontfightforthatgirlwagoithelamongwewabo

brotheramosolofeditsenyalokanagatwe

courtship

Alex:aethemonnaosekawarialoIlovethatgirlfa

aneasemonnyenkabokesetsekemonyetse

Ken:hardybrayaka!CallConnietodistress



Alex:heymonnaIdon'twantthatidiot.I'mtoo

stressedforher.IthinkIwillhavetojustgoto

Lesedi'shome.Gakenachoice,Ican'tsleeptonight

Ineedtoconvinceher.Shecan'tjustdumpmeout

ofnowhere

Ken:sheseemschildish.Banyanababantsibrayaka.

Whyalltheeffortforagirlyouarenotevengaining

anythingfrom.Ifyouwantle14nkagobatisa.

Leavethatgirlwashia

Alex(angry)IsaidIlovethisgirl,damnit.Youwill

notunderstandwhatIfeelaboutthisgirl.Lesa

laitaakagaonthusekasepeyouarejustmaking

mattersworse.

Hefrustratedlyhungupandsighed.Helaidonhis

bedthoughtfullywithhiseyesfixedtotheceiling

andwasstartledbyConnie'scall.



Connie:handsome

Alex:(angrily)ConnieIwarnedyouseveraltimesnot

tojustcallmeanytimeyouwant.Ihaveagirlfriend.

Itsnotlikeyouaremymainchicandyouknowga

keitsegoreotsayakaegonteletsateletsafela

jaakaobatla.

Connie:aobabeIthoughtfagolemotshegareit's

okaygapeIthoughtifmothoatileyouwillletme

knowI'msorryIknowthisweekyouaredoingday

shifts.IdidnotknowyouhadcompanyIthoughtI

couldcomeovertonight.I'msorr-

Alex:justshutupandhungupConnie,waanthodia

Connie:(shockedathistone)areyouokay?

Alex:Connieplease!



Herheartsanktothetoneofhisvoiceandshe

sadlykeptquiteuntilhehungupandshethrew

herselfonherbeddisappointed.

AttheotherendAlexpacedaroundtryingtofigure

outwhattodonext.

Athome

Lesedikeptlookingatherphoneaswewaitedfor

themuffinstobeready.

Me:areyouokayyouseemabsentminded?

Lesedi:okI'vesentBaeamessagebuthedidn't

responditssounlikehim.Itriedcallinghisno.was

off.Letmecheckifheisonline.



Irememberedmaybeshewasgoingtorealizefrom

watsappthatthesavednowasadifferentonefrom

theoneshehasbeenchattingwith.

Me:ahjustleaveitlet'sfinishbakingmaybehewill

callabitlaterorsomething.Letmeteachyouone

thinglittlesister,mostoftheseguysdon't

necessarilywantusontheircasealldaylong

especiallywhentheyarebusy

Lesedi:whatdoyoumeanontheiecase?Ican'tjust

relaxKels.IknowAlex.Nooncan'tpassasaBuale

nnamaybethereissomethingwrongwithhim.I

knowhim.

Me:oklet'sgivehimachancemaybewecantryhis

no.Refetsabaking.Youaresoworkedupsislet's

concentrateonthisI'msureAlexisfine.



Lesedi:okifyousayso.

Shegrabbedovenglovesandputthemonthen

slowlyopenedtheoven.

Icheckedherphone.Itwasontheegdeofthezinc

whichhadsomewaterandafewutensilaweused

topreparedoughwhichiwastowash.Imoved

backslowlywithmybackandslowlydroppedher

phoneinthezincinsidethewater.Ithenquickly

movedclosertoherandwatchedherexaminethe

muffins.

Me:mmmmtheylookyummysis

Lesedi:reluctantly)yahtheyarewellcooked.

Iguessyougotitallgasesepefelareheditse

Jaana.(pullingoutatray)batlabowlretsenyemo

tengThenlet'smakemummyanddaddytea.

TomorrowbeforeIgoyoubakeyoursalonekebone



goreotshwere

Me:(fakingasmile)akeresisIcan'twaittodomine

perfectlyyoumadeitlookeasierthanIthought

Lesedi:it'sveryeasy.NexttimeI'mteachingyou

carrotcake,thenbananabread.

Me:youaresotalentedthemmaSedi

Lesedi:mommyisthebest.

Me:Ienvyyou.Kooregoapayalegonegotiroentsi.

Lesedi:notreallyIactuallyenjoyit.(turningtothe

zinc)ahmmayoudidn'tcleanupthose.Okayletme

cleanup.Dirametsiateeketlatlhatswaeverything.



Me:ok.

Shetookthetraytothezincandscreamedthrowing

itdownlookingatherphoneswimminginwater.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Lesedi:(tearfully)myphoneewetsemometsingI

didnothearitfallinwaterKelswhathappened?

Me:ahmmaSedihowcanyou!Howcanyouput

phonemoedgengyazinc.OhmyGodsuchanice

phone.Sorrythemmatlakebone.

Lesedi:keedireJangnemma?

Me:justwipeitwiththatdishclothI'msureitwillbe

fine.



Lesedi:orkeebule.EbulwaJangnemma?

Me:ahSedinoneedtobedramaticthatphonewill

befineesuthefelaobooeBayakoletsatsingko

ntle.

Lesedi:OKdaddyisgoingtothinkI'mtoo

irresponsibletodropsuchanewphoneinwater

Lesedisaidasshefrustatedlywipeditwithadish

cloth.Ilookedawayrollingmyeyesandswitched

onthekettle.

Sheswallowedhardwithtearyeyesremembering

thatshewassupposedtocallAlexbecauseshe

didn'tevenunderstandwhyhedidn'ttalktohim

sincemorning.Shesighedlookingatthescreenof

thephonepitchblackdespitehereffortstotryand

switchiton.



Lesedi:whatifit'sdeadforgood.Myfatherwillnot

trustme.Itwassoirresponsibleofmetoleavethe

phoneontheurgeofthewaterzinc.Whatamess.I

thinkIwillhavetogohome.

Sheputdownthephoneontheoutdoortablewhere

thesunwasblazingthenshestrodebacktothe

house.Shebumpedondaddybythepassageand

herheartskipped.

Jacob:YourmajestyqueenLesedihowareyou?

Lesedi(fakedasmileasherheartpounded)I'm

greatpapa.ThemuffinsarereadyLeleismaking

teaIthinkyoushouldcomedownfortea.

Jacob:wowI'monmywayalreadyIcan'twaitto

tastedikukutsamyDr.Princess.TheDrofthe

palace.EishngwanaketlheGolaketlekeretire.O

nkalafeolengaka.



Ilistenedtotheirconversationandthekindof

jealousythatbrewwithinmewasenoughtofillup

thewholehouse.

Iclickedmytongueandsteppedoutcarryingatray

ofcupsandcutlery.

Me:Sedibringthebowlofmuffinsandsideplates.

Shehurriedtokitchentobringthem.Minuteslater

mummyjoinedtherestofusaswequietlyenjoyed

thetea.

Daddy:mmmmthisisdelicious.

Mummy:very,IneedtoalsolearnLesedi.



Shesmiledshylyandmutteredaninaudiblethank

you.

Iwatchedasshesippedherteaabsentmindelyand

guiltpiledlikerocksonmystomach.

LateronafterteawecleanedupandLesediwent

outsidetopickherphonewhichwasnowheretobe

found.Shelookedaroundlikeshewasdreaming.

Shebentoverandlookedunderthebenchand

underthetable.Therewasnophone.Shesighed

thenshesatdownastearsgatheredonhereyes

andsheburiedherheadontheoutdoortableand

sobbed...
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AlexsloweddownatLesedi'shousehisheart

poundinglikeitwouldcomeoutofhischest.He

parkedinfrontoftheyardandswitchedoffthe

engine.Ashesteppedoutofthecar,Bobo

approachedhangingabackpackonhisshoulder.

HespottedAlex.Recognizinghim,hefoldedhis

armsstaringathistallstructure.

Alexswallowedhardandgreetedhim.

Boboletoutalittlechucklestillstaringathim.

Bobo:onalesebetebrayaka.Runxkeyoneego

fangsomuchconfidencenelaitaaka?

Alex:I'msorrymybrotherIjustcametosayhito

mmaMosweu.Wasjuscheckingonhowsheis

doingandcoping.



Bobo:(laughedalittleslowlyclappinghandslooking

athim)nicetrymybrother,youthinkyougonnause

mymother'ssicknesstogettomysister.Boyyou

aresoowrong.Youarewrongwankutlwa.Overmy

deadbodywillyouconfusemylittlesister.Koore

monna,olemoleeleleelehelajaanakaditeduo

bonaleform3legolekane.Sis.Mrplease

disappearnownowbeforekelandersetenasese

hagatengsemowindscreeningyagago.

Alexswallowedhardashiseyesbuggedoutofhis

socketsatthementionofhiswindscreenbeing

broken.HefrozelookingdownontheshortBobo.

AsBobomaintainedaseriousfaceirritatedbyhis

look.

Hebentdownreachingforthelogjustbyhisfeet.

Bobo:Monnagakeratemolebowagagofapelega

jaratayarona.Boygakeitsegoreonyatsaolady,

kananna,kanajarata(heliftedthelog)monnagata



kusenebeforethislogfallonyourhead.Gao

ntshosekaboleelebrayaka.

Alex(humbly):I'msorrymybrothergakelwethe

monnajustallowmeinkedumediseI'mnothere

forLesedi

Bobo:heyheyhey!wenadon'tevenmentionmy

sistergetthehelloutofherethemonna

Alexstaggeredbackashealmostpokedhiseyes

withthelog.

Bobo:youthinkI'mkiddingright?

Bobomovedcloserandclosertohimashe

reverseduntilheopenedhiscarandslammedthe

doorshut.Heburiedhisheadonthesteeringwheel

andmistakenlyhonkedasLuciasteppedoutofthe



house.BobopickedthebrickandAlexstartedthe

engeneandaccelerateddrivingaway.Hisheart

poundedfaster.LuciacalledoutBoboandhe

droppedthebrickenteringtheirhome.

Lucia:otikaengkaditenaneBobo?Whosecarwas

it?

Bobohurriedtowardsthehousewhistling.

Bobo:ahit'sjustsomeguyareotimetse.Neke

ntshasetenamotselenglefagotwegarenakoloi

olady,ditenaketsaeng?

Lucia:hahahaomakgakgatlhengwanaka.AeBobo

rrapleaseputbackmybrick.Thatbrickse

tshegetsagate.Dintsadiaatsenabosigodidiga

binrra



Bobo:hahaokaydon'tsayIdidn'twarnyouabout

bricksdikoloidisetsedisareetele.OkIwillputit

backthen(whispering)theoldladyisstillhere?

Lucia:hahaha!sheseemstobeheretostay.

Bobo:haibooladyIjustdon'tvibewithher.Aeaa

tsamaya.

MeanwhileinsidethehouseMpotsengkept

checkingLuciawhowaschattingwithBoboatthe

veranda.Shequicklytookoutasmallplasticfrom

herbraandpooredit'spowderedcontentsinside

Lucia'stea.Shequicklymixedwithateaspoonand

steppedbackdrinkingherowntea.BoboandLucia

steppedintothehouseandBobogreetedMpotseng

andpassedtotheirroom.Luciasatdownandtook

hercupofteaandsippedastheycontinued

chatting.



Athome

LesediquietlypackedherthingsasIignoredher

chattingwithmyfriendsonwatsapp.

Lesedi:KelsI'mgoinghome.I'mtoostressedtobe

aroundpeople.SoIthinkthebestwayisformeto

gohome.GapeIwillhavetolookformyother

phonekebokeyagosegaSim.IguessIwillnever

haveasmartphone.

Shesighed.

Me:aoSedishems,I'msorryaboutthatthemma

pleasestay.IhaveanewsimcardIcangiveyou

insteadofyourunningaroundoSegadiSim.

Lesedi:noIwantmyoriginalno.Mostpeopleknow

it.Alexknowit.Heisprobablyworriednowwhymy



phoneisoff.Thisisarealmess.

Me:iwanttodifferwithyousis.IfAlexisreally

concernedaboutyounkaboagochekileearly

morning.Remembernoonpassedbeforeheeven

saidgoodmorningorImissyou.Whatwashebusy

with.Maybeheisnotevenworththeeffortyouare

givinghim.OnalestressSedisaphone.Nkaboosa

togelaphonekontlegapeyoushouldhavebeen

carefulnottoputitbythezinc.Sothenewnice

phoneisgone.Sookaseoketsestresssaphoneka

guy.GuysaresomanipulativeSedi.Theywillmake

youthinkyouaretheonewithaproblemwhilethey

knowwhattheyaredoing.Basimanebabatonaba

dingalobarebonareleBana,andtheyjustwantto

useusanddumpuswhiletheyhavepermanent

girlfriend.AskmeI'vebeentherebefore

Lesedi:youdon'tknowanythingaboutmeandAlex

Lele,justkeepquite.Allyouaresayingisnotwho

Alexis.GoShap,I'mleaving.Idon'tneedanymore



ofyourlecturesshap.Letmegoandsaybyetobo

daddyandYarona.

Shegrabbedherbackpackandstrodeoutthen

knockedsoftlyonmyparentsbedroom.

Mommyopenedandshegotin.

Lesedi:mommy,daddythankyouforyour

hospitality.IhavetoleaveearlierthanIthought.

Mamaaresomethingcameupsosheneedsmeto

comeandhelpwiththekids.

Jacob:aoooshemwewerestillenjoyingyour

companyandlearningalotfromyouprincess

Lesedi(fakedasmile)Ipromisetocomebacksoon



Jacob:okbabegirlwaitformebytheloungeletme

dropyouoff

Lesedi:Icanstillusecombisdon'twanttodisturb.

Jacob:nonobabyyouarenotdisturbingcoming

rightup

Mavis:thanksforvisitingSedi

Lesedi:youarewelcomeI'mtheonewhoisvery

thankful.

Shehurriedoutnotwillingtohearanythingmore

andtiredoffakesmiles

WithinafewminutesJacobsteppedoutandthey

werereadytogo.



MinuteslatertheysloweddownatLesedi'shouse

andbothenteredtheyard.

Bobowasbusyrakingtheyardbehindthehouse

whiletheboysplayedaroundhim.Lesediknocked

softlyonthemaindoorandenteredimmediately.

Shecouldn'tbelievehereyeswhenshesaw

Mpotsengcomingoutoftheirkitchen.Daddy

bowedlowgreetingherasLesedithrewheranasty

glare.Lookingaroundshespottedhermother

deeplysleepingbythesofaandherheartskipped.

Jacob:IjustdroppedthegirlsinceLuciaisrestingI

willgo.KenekerekedumedisekeSekakaboako

kgorong

.

Mpotseng:fakesmile)yespaparealebogare

tsogilemme.



HesteppedoutasLesedifreakedoutwondering

whatthisevilwomanwasdoingintheirhousewhile

hermotherwassleeping.

Lesedi:whatareyoudoinginourhouse?

Mpotseng:littlegirlyoudon'tknowhowtogreet

adults?

Lesedi:shouting)Isaidwhatareyoudoinginour

house?.Mamamamamama!

Sheshookherbutshestillremainedasleep.

Lesedi:womanIaskedyouadamnquestionand

whyismymothernotwakingup?(Tearyeyes)

Whatdidyoudotoher?

ShescreamedlouderandlouderasMpotseng

watchedherwithoutanyemotion.Boboandthe



kidsdroppedeverythingandrushedtothehouseas

Lesedicontinuedtoscream.
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Sheranlikeaheadlesschickeninalargegreen

fieldfollowingtwowomen,onewashermother,and

theotherheraunt.Asfastassheran,shecouldn't

catchthembutthenthemostawkwardthingwas

thattheyseemedtobewalkingslowly.Themore

sheran,thefurthertheywent.Shesigheddefeated

andtrippedonarock,thenfellontheground

panting.Sheclosedhereyesandanoldwoman

dressedinallwhitelonggownapproachedherand

kneltdownrubbingherchest.Shevomiteduntilit

seemedlikeherintestineswouldcomeout.The



womanturnedbackandsheheardavoicesaying:

'Thisisnotyourtime,gobackandraiseyour

children'

Theoldwomandisappearedlikeamistandshe

hesitantlylookedaroundsearchingforhermother

andaunt.Theywerenowheretobefound.

Sheheardthesoundofherdaughtercallingherata

distance.Inaudibleandtrialingoff.Sheslowly

openedhereyesandalmostfelloffthesofa.She

wipedhersweatyfaceandrecognizedherdaughter

tearfullykneelingbesideher.

ShefeltnauseousandvomitedrightbyLesedi's

feetbreathingheavilyasLesediwatchedscared.

Lesedi:mommymommyareyouokay?



Lucia:(voicetrailingoff)Idon'tknow,whywasI

sleeping?HowlongdidIsleep?Ihadabaddream.

(lookingdowntohervomit)Ialsovomitedinmy

dream.OhGodwhat'sgoingon?

Mpotseng'spalmsweresweatyassheanxiously

lookedatLucianarratingherdreamtoLesedi.Her

heartpoundedfaster,itnearlydroppedoutofher

mouth.Shereleasedahugesighandwenttothe

kitchenunabletolookintoLucia'seyes.She

openedthetapandputtheglassunderwithshaky

hands.Sheswallowedhardthensippedsomewater

asherwholebodyshook.

MeanwhileBoboandMmaCrushedthroughthe

houseandsighedtearfullylockingeyeswithLucia

whowasstillinamazementofwhatjusthappened.

Mpotsengshamefullysteppedoutofthekitchen



drinkingwaterasMmaCthrewheraseriousglare.

Shefakedasmileanduttered:

Mpotseng:hellomama,Lucyontsearetshosaha

mmekeoshewokeup.Kanakekgaogilepelomo

gobothoko.

MmaCignoredherandsatclosetoLuciaworriedly

staringather.Lesedicleaneduphermother'svomit

andgaveherwarmwatertodrink.

Bobo:oladyyoufreakedmeoutketswagontsha

MmaCmomeetingkanaatthecouncilor'shouse

MmaC:Lucynnakagorilengnemmakebatilegowa

kepeloBoboatsenakamabeloakana.

Lucia:(tiredly)ahmmait'salongstorykoorelego

lapakelapile.ButSediaresheissurprisedgoreI'm



sayingI'mtiredketswafromsuchasleep.That

wasnotasleepitwasdeathMmaC.Ijustwoke

fromthedead.

MmaC:whatdoyoumeanyouwokefromthedead

neLucy?

Sheslowlynarratedherdreamtoeveryoneas

MmaCcoveredhermouthtearfully.Shegave

MpotsenganevillookedastearsblindedLesedi's

eyes.

Lesedi:(tearfully)mamayoufreakedmeoutworser

thanthecancersituation.MommyIleftyoufine,

whatreallyhappened?Ievenregretleaving,ifyou

diedIwasgoingtoblamemyselfallmylife.

MmaLoagoweneedtoknowwhathappenedto

mommy.Youwerewithher.Godiregileeng?

Mpotseng:(withashakyvoice)LesediIloveLucia.I



can'tdoanythingtoher.TrustmeI'massurprised

asallofyou.Gongwekecancereaboa?

MmaC:What?whosaidyoudidsomethingtoher.

WaboorengnemosadiwaModimo.

Lesedi:WaModimo!whydon'tyousaywaga

SaataneMmaC,thiswomanisevil.Sheisgoingto

tellusthetruthorelsewagoarabakopolice.

Mamaokgwilebontshojobontsintsigonefa.What

didyougivehermma?Bua.

MpotsengcoveredherfacingcryingasBobocame

closertoher

Bobo:mosadiwee!(tappinghershoulder)Heyhey!

mme,selelenglerebolelelennetekanarebitse

mapodisi.Lefilemaaronaeng?Nnakanakeaboke

tlogakefelapeloandOtlankgolegaketsenaka

toronko.



Mpotsengcriedloudlyasalleyeswereonher

demandinganswerswhileLuciawatchedher

silently..suddenlyshemuttered.

Lucia:MmaLoagoIwasreallygone.Isawmy

motherandMmaMpotsengIchasedthemand

couldn'tcatchthemuntilIfell.Lentswelanthayala

regaeiseennenako.Gakeitsegorego

diragetsengengbutonethingIknowisthatwhenI

finishedmytea,myheadwasspinninguntilI

blackedout.OnethingI'msureofisthatitwasonly

thetwoofusbecauseBobocameandpassedto

hisroomandwentoutside.AnotherthingI'msure

ofisthatIleftyoubrieflywithmyteakeBuale

Bobofantle.MpotsengIamachildofGodandGod

revealsevilthingsforme.Tellmewhatyoudidand

whybecauseifyoudon'tGodisgoingtoreveal

everythingandyourlifewillneverbethesame

again.ThisGodI'mtalkingaboutisthesameGod

thatsavedmefromwhateverjusthappened.SoI'm

allearstellmewhatjusthappenedtomecosIwas



verywellkejadikganglewena.

Mpotsengstammeredandcouldn'tsayanywords

asherlipstrembledandherwholebody.

Bobo:(shouting)heelamoloikewena.Buatlhe.

Lucia:Boboshhhhh!Don'tscream!awitchornot

sheisstillanadultyouwillhavetorespect

Bobo:respectolady,respect?HowdoIrespecta

womanthatwantedtokillmyownmother.Thisisa

witchIcan'trespectwitches

Lucia:MmaLoagowee,areyougoingtotalkorwhat?

Mpotseng:I...Idon'tknowany..thingLucykanake

goreBanabagagobankgalefelelabutIcamehere



inpeaceIwantedtomakethingsrightwithyou.

(Crying)gakeitsesepennaIyoogakemmolainna

Lucia:okeveryoneletsbowdownandpraytheholy

spiritwillrevealwhateverhewantsto.

AtOb'shouse

AlexknockedonceandenteredasObwatcheda

soccerchannel.

Alex:boyheishmonnaI'vemissedyou,Joycehle

wagokgonalaitaakaofithelaosasute

Ob:hahaha!eishmonnanegoletight.ButmostlyI

wasalsoenjoyingtojuststareattheLilman.My

owncopy.ThejoyIgotjuststaringatthatguyis

hardtoexplain



Alex:Icanimagine.Youareblessedlaitaaka.

Ob:eishmathataonkgaogantselele14lameKelly

eishthatgirlwassofinekana

Alex:hahahayahakoleiketelegocheatabanna.

EishlaitaakaI'mstressedmaybeIjustshouldfinda

girlmyageoratleastsomeonemature.Ithought

nnaleLesediweareonthesamepagebutnowher

actionsaresomethingelse.EishIloveherbut

maybeIshouldjustleavehergrowabit.Maybe

sheisafraidofmeandherbrothergaampate.I

guessit'scosheseesmetoooldforthegirl.Gape

kanaLaitiyatengomokhutshwaneblindmmekana

gatweobo28

Ob:hahahayalaitaakayouwilltryherafetsa5at

least.Gorayagoremaybeweshouldgooutreyego

batlamacheri.Youareofficiallysinglemyman.



Alex:eishyoucansaythatagain.

Ob:okayLetmechangemonnawearegoingout.

Youcan'tbesoworkedupkengwananyanalego

gojesasepeaiseagoneele

Alex:gahaha!youarerighttodaymysinglenessis

over.I'msurelygoingtocomewithagirl.

Obchangedintoabodyhuggingtshirtandjeans.

Thenhetookhiswallet.Theyexcitedlywalkedout

andhoppedintoAlex'scar.Theywerereadyto

exploreanythinginterestingtheireyeswillfallinto.

Atmyhouse

Itookmydiaryandwrote:



INEVERYGIRLTHEREISTHATEVILNESS,WE

SUPPRESSITMOSTOFTHETIMESBUTICAN'T

ANYMORE:

Lesediismysister,yes.IloveherandI'mhappy

thatIfinallyhaveasisterbutshecan'tbetaking

everything.Shecan'tbeshiningallthetime.Noshe

can't.Sheisjustnewbutshegoteveryone's

attentionhere.No.IfIcan'tdateAlex,Lesedialso

willnot.Webothlose.Ican'tbringmyselftoseethe

manIlovesomuchbeingwithmysister.Alexwill

datesomeoneelsenotmysister.Maybejustmaybe

ourpathswillcrosssomedayandIwillhavea

chance.Godcan'tyouseehowmuchIlovethisguy.

Istoppedwritingandsighedsadly.

NomatterhowmuchItriedtothinkIdidsomething

rightmyconsciencetoldmeIwaswrong.Andthere

wasthisvoidIdidn'tunderstand.Thesadpartwas

therewasliterallyno1Icouldexplainmyfeelings



aboutAlexto.HeisLone'sex,helovesmysister,

OreneileisLone'sfriend.Irememberedmy

classmateKimthenIdialedher.

Kim:HiKels

Me:hiKimberly,Iknowweneverreallytalkabout

deepstaffbutyouarereallythenicestpersoninmy

class.IknowyouaretooclosetoBridgetmmehela

lennaIvibewithyou

.

Kim:hahaha!Kelsjustsaywhatyouwanttosay.

Youarescaringmeareyouokay?

Me:heymmakgangyatengethata.Um..okayIjust

foundoutthatdaddyhasachildofmyage.Myhalf

sister

Kim:wowreally?finallyyouhaveasisteryouused

totellmeyouwishyouhadasister



Me:yah

Kim:youdon'tsoundhappythough,why?

Me:thethingisKim,thisgirlistooperfect.Sheis

cuterthanme,Imeanverysmoothandveryperfect

ineveryarea,sheisagenius...

Kim:hoohoohoo!Kelsdon'tdothistoyourself.Girl

youarebeautiful.Themostbeautifulinourclass

totahelafaresetserebuamnete.Sowhycompare

yourselfwithyourhalfsis.

Me:okayIgetyouKim,butKim,Lesediisperfect.

Everyoneinthehouseobuahelakaene.She

knowshowtobakealmosteverything,sheisgood

incooking.Andthesaddestthingevernowisthat

sheislovedbytheguyI'vebeencrushing.(tearfully)

IwashopingthisguyotlampataKim.Keamorata



withallmyheart.WhenIfoundoutheisaftermy

sisterIwasreallydisappointed.WhyisLesedi's

lightshiningbrighterthanmine.WhenIsaidI

wantedasisterKim,Ididn'tknowthiswillhappen.

LesedihasabankaccountasIspeakwhilennake

monofela.Daddyboughtheraphoneworth3k.

imagine3k.

Kim:IhearyouKelsbutyoudon'thavetohateyour

sisteroversuchthings.It'snotworthit.Guysare

heartbreakersdon'tchaseafteraguyletaguy

pursueyou.That'swhenyouseehowhelovesyou.

Crushkecrushhelatsalayameitcandisappear

anytime.Akereyouknowweallhavecrusheson

thesemoviestarsbutitdoesn'tmeanwewillever

datethemorseethem.Sodon'tletjustamere

crushmakeyouanevilperson.Iknowyouarenot

evil.YouareanicepersonKels.

Acceptyoursisterandlearnthethingssheknows

fromher.Okfineyourdaddymaygiveheralotnow



butit'scompensationforthemanyyearsthathe

wasnottakingcareofher.Wenayouareyour

daddy'sfavorite.Youhavealwaysbeen.Foryouto

keepthattitle,acceptandlikeyoursister.Your

daddywillbethehappiestfatherever.Don'tlet

jealousychangeyoumyfriend.Youaregoingto

findaguyofyourdreamsattherighttimedon't

worry.GaperebannyeKels,IalwaystellBridgetnot

togiveherbodytoanyguythatpassbybcosre

bannyeweneedtopreserveourselvesfortheright

people.SoIloveyougirlandweshouldarrangea

datewithyoursiskemmonemma.

Me:(sigh)hahaha!okaythanksalotmyfriendIhear

you.Thankstota,I'mnotperfectIwilltry.

Kim:I'msureLesediisnotperfectalso.Ifyouspend

timewithheryouwillrealizethattherearethings

youknowthatshedoesn'tknow

Me:Ihopeso.Youshouldbeasocialworker,you



aregood.

Kim:hahaha!I'mplanningtobeapsychologist.

Me:IloveyouKim.

Kim:hahahadon'tsaythatyousoundgay.I'm

straightmma.

Me:lol.Thanksbuddy

Kim:shapmothowameseeyouonMonday.

ShehungupandIfeltlikeI'vejustliftedahugerock

frommyshoulders.Ifeltlighter.WithtimeIwilljust

giveupaboutAlexIguess..
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AtLucia'shouse

AstheprayerwentonandonMpotsengslowly

openedhereyesandtiptoedtotheroom.She

shovedallherclothesinherbag.Boboopenedhis

eyeswaitingforhertocomeback.Sheslowly

walkedoutoftheroomwithherbagandlocked

eyeswithBobowhowasreadytoattackher.Lucia

completedherprayerasthewomanstoodwith

bagsinthemiddleofthehouse.

Lucia:andthen?

Mpotseng:I'mgoinghomeLucia.Youandyour



childrenhavehumiliatedmeenough.(Shakyvoice)

Iwillneverinmylifestepintothishome

Bobo:garegothokemme.Garebatlebaloi

tsamaya.

Lucia:gowellMpotsenggoandtellyourpartnerI

servealivingGod.Ifcancercouldn'tkillme.who

areyoutothinkyoucankillme.Gonemmeo

mpolaelang.

shequietlywalkedoutaseveryonestaredatherin

disbelief.

Lesedi:Ineverreallyknewthatthesethingsexist,

kooreit'slikeI'mdreamingmamawitchcraftisreal

likethis?

Lucia:itismygirl,thatiswhyweshouldalways



haveourweaponready.Prayer.Wearefighting

againstprincipalitiesofthedarkness.Sowehaveto

putthefullarmoroftheLord

Lesedi:andwhatisthefullarmor..

Lucia:ephesians6:10-18tellsusthatwemustput

onthefullarmoroftheLordsothatwemaytakea

standagainstthedevil'sschemesforwearenot

fightingagainstfleshandbloodbutrulersand

authoritiesofthedarkworld.Gotewaboloijonejo

jaboMpotseng.Goandreadthewholeverse

ngwanakeandlearnwhatthearmorconsistof.

Lesedi:okIwillreaditmommy.MamaIadmirehow

muchyouknowabouttheLord.IpraythatIcanbe

likeyou.

Lucia:theLordwillgrantudesiresofyourheartmy

girl.



Bobo:Thiswomanissounbelievableshedecidedto

comehereforboloi.

MmaC:IknewitLucy.Iknewthatwomanwastoo

goodtobetrue.ThedayIleftherherewithyouI

prayedthewholenighteneerefakemoakanya

moririwameososopana.Moloieleruri

Lucia(sadly)toimaginehowsweethermotherwas

tomeandmychildren.Ican'tbelieveshebirthed

suchanevilwoman.MmaC,MmaMpotsengwamo

itseshewasanangel.Mayhersoulrestinpeace.

ShebecameamothertomeformanyyearswhenI

lostmymother.Imsadherdaughterhadturned

intothis.

Bobo:Ihopeshedidn'tleaveherevilthingsinmy

sister'sroomorjustourhouse.



Lesedi:Ican'tsleepinthatbedtodaymamaIwill

freakout

Lucia:youcanjustsleepwithmewewillwashthe

blanketstomorrow.Otherwisethroughmyprayers

anyevilthingsheleftherewillburnonitsown.We

areallprotectedbythebloodofJesus.

Bobo:amenolady,haiboIwillhavetocometoyour

churchahleblindeoladyleBayamoloimolebaleng

Jaana.Kanaoneasetseashadikanyamatlhofela

Lucia:GaseronakeModimongwanakeofcourse

youhavetocometochurch.

MmaC:LucywereallythankGodforsavingyou.

Thiscouldhavebeenworse.

LesediandBobowentoutsidechattingwhileMmaC



remainedinthehousewithLucia.

Bobo:LesedinnakaIknowyouareaclevergirland

mommy'sfavoritebutbasimanyanawillcomplicate

yourlifennaka.Youarestillveryyoungand

obviouslyyouaregoingtotakeourfamilyfarso

ithokomelennake.Idon'twantyoutoturnoutlike

mehaveababyatayoungerageosenaplan.

LesedifrownedlisteningatBobotalkingandtalking

Lesedi:Bobowhatareyoutalkingabout?

Bobo:don'tactlikeyoudon'tknow.

Lesedi:engBobogetstraighttothepoint

Bobo:Sedimothakanyanayowangakakanakeeng



yoonnaabotabotahakakoloiennelabofeloke

mmonahaSedi.Youaretooyounggoreoboo

bonwaoemalebannahelabaditedu,badikoloi

Sedi.Thatguywantstodestroyyourlife.Gape

that'sdisrespectfulgaaitsegoiphitha.Ke

makgakgaaengagotagoemakadikoloihapele

gajarata

Lesedi:what?Alexwashere?

Bobo:yesandIchasedhimnekerekephatlakanya

koloiyagagwekaSetena.

Lesedi:noo!Bobo,youwhat?Ok

SheleftBobostilltryingtoexplainandhurriedinto

thehouse.Shewenttoherroomandsearchedfor

heroldphoneinthecloset.Shefounditandsmiled

thenshesteppedintothesittingroom.



Lucia:Sediwhydidyoucometodaynottomorrow.

Didtheytreatyouwell.Howwasyourfather's

house?

Lesedi:theytreatedmesowellmamaeveryone

seemedsohappytohaveme.Iplayedchesswith

thelittleoneandItaughtKelshowtobake.shewas

excitedaboutit.Everyoneenjoyedmymuffins.

MmaagweKellyevensaidIshouldteachher.Next

timeIwillteachthemourcarrotcake.

Lucia:hahathat'sniceimgladyouenjoyed.Letsile

gontueladirecipetsame.

Lesedi:hahahamamamma.ButmamaImessedup

that'swhyIcameearlier.

Lucia:messedupwhat!



Lesedi:IdroppedmyphoneinwaterthenIputit

outsidebythesunwhenIwentbacktofinditI

couldn't.Iwassadandafraidmyfatherwillbe

angrywithmeforlosingsuchanewphone.

Lucia:ahSedinkabooboleletseJakesagorekelae

nngweobelwakeMadiakere.Hahasorrythe

ngwanake.Aboutthephonejaanongjaratayalona

enaleditotwanephoneenyeletswakeeng.

Lesedi:Ijustdon'tknowmaybesomeonetookit.I

don'tknowhowbecausethereisawall.

Lucia:aoshemsngwanakebatho.Youarebackto

sedilame.ButI'msuredaddywillbuyyouanother

onejusttellhim.

Lesedi:okmamacanIuseyourphonetomakea

call.IwillcuttheSimcardtomorrow



Lucia:okgetitmygirl

LeseditookherphoneanddialedAlex'snumber.

MeanwhileatsomebarsintownAlex'sphonerang

ashedancedwithsomerandomgirl.Helookedat

theunfamiliarnumberandignoredcontinuingwith

hisdances.Thecallcamethroughoverandover

againuntilhesteppedasideandpicked.

Alex:hello

Lesedi:ohmybabebathonghowImissedyou.The

wholedaywithouthearingyourvoice.babego

modumoJangwhereareyou?

Alex:Lesediwhatdoyouwantfrommecosyou

dumpedme.Imtiredofyoursillystunts.Yousaid

youdon'twantmestopcallingmecosIcan'tkeep

hurtingmyselfkawenathenyoudumpme



Lesedi:babe..What...

Hehungandputhisphoneonsilentthenhejoined

thegirlhewasdancingwith.

Lesedidialedhimoncemorebutitrang

unanswered.Shejustfrozeoutsidestaringatthe

starsandthemoonwonderingwhatwasgoingon

withtheloveofherlife.

Athome

Mummyanddaddysatatthebalconychatting

aboutthisandthat.

Mommy:youhaveaprettyintelligentdaughter.I'm

sorryIwascomplainingalotitwasnoteasybutI've

nowmadepeacewithit.



Jacob:itmeansalotforme.

Mommy:weshouldhaveafamilytripandgowith

her.

Jacob:I'minlovewiththatidea.It'syour

assignmentwenaleLele.ButBonnieshouldmeet

herfirst

Mommy:yahyouareright.Iguesstheywillbe

closingsoon.Hewillcomeoverandtheywillmeet.

ThenLeleandIcanstartworkingonthetrip.

Jacob:IloveyouMavthanksforacceptingmy

daughter

Mommy:loveyoutoonyouarewelcome.



Jacob:youknowwhenIdroppedSedi,Luciawas

withsomestrangewomanandshewassleeping

awkwardly

Mommy:awkwardlygotewaJang.

Jacob:ahoneatshosahelaagagametsemo

sofenglikeshewas...anywayI'mthinkingtoomuch.

AhIdidn'tseemuchIrushedoutcosIdidn'twant

manyquestionsfromtheoldwoman

Mommy:maybeyoushouldcallLesediandfindout

Jacob:yahyouareright

Hetookhisphoneanddialedherbutherphonewas

notavailable



BehindourkitchenIdugabitandremovedLesedi's

phone.MyheartsankasIstaredatitcoveredwith

soil.Iwenttomybedroomandthrewmyselfonmy

bed.Ibattledwithwhattodo,whethertoconfessor

justkeepquiteanddestroythephone.Icouldn't

believeIactedthatcrazyforaguywhodidn'teven

careaboutme..
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Thesunsanklowerinthesky,thelightoftheday

drainingaway,givingwaytothevelvetydarkofthe

night.Thebuzzofmosquitoesandclickingonof

thestreetlightsalertedtheMosweufamilytomove

intothehouse.Luciaandherchildrenwere

gatheredinfrontoftheirhouseenjoyingthe

summereveningbreezeastheychattedaboutthis

andthat.Boboandtheboyswereplayingthe

mmelegameonalargewoodenboardwhileLesedi

andhermotherplannedfortheirlittleideaof

openingabakery.

Suddenlytheseveno'clocknewsairedonTVinside

thehouseandtheyallenteredthehouse.Their

attentionwerecaughtbytheheadlinethatthe

BGCSEresultswereout.Lesedi'sheartskipped

listeningcarefullyasthenewsreaderbrokedown

theheadlineintodetails.Herheartpoundedfaster

wonderinghowsheperformed.Thesewerethe

resultsthatweregoingtodetermineherfuture.She

scribbleddownonapaperthesmslinewhichthere



weretousetoobtaintheirresultsandstepsonhow

todoitasannouncedontheTV.

MinuteslaterLeseditypedhercandidateno.centre

noandsurnamethenshesenttototheBECno.She

pacedaroundthehousewaitingfortheirresponse.

Herpalmsweresweatinganxiouslyashermother

andBobotriedtocalmherdown.

Bobo:Sedioitsentsestressfelannakawenaocrack.

YouforgotthatatJCyougotstraightAs.Gompieno

otlaboofeidisiwakeeng.Oladykemorapedino

onewillmakeyoufail.Lebaloigarebatshabe

Lesedi:I'munderpressure.IwonderifImetmy

target.It'snotaseasyasyouthinkBobo.

Bobo:targetkegofejaanongSedi?Nnagakena

stresscosIknowforsureyoupassed



Lucia:Ibelieveyoumadeitdaughter.

Suddenlyherphonebeepedreceivingansms:

{LesediMosweu

Candidateno:0054

EnglishA

Setswana:B

Mathematics:*

Biology:*

Physics:A

Chemistry:*

Geography:*

Agriculture:*

RE:A}

Shescreamedlouderandlouderthrowingher



phonetohermother.

Lesedi:ohmyGod,mama.Ihave5A*and3As.I

havereachedmytargetmommy48points.Ieven

gotaBinSetswana.GoodLordIusedtostruggle

withit.

Bobo:wowwowwow!Iknewit.Sofadinaletsaneng

gotewagoreotshweregotlhesister.Wow!Youare

suchagenius.Refentsemeleko.Haioladywehave

aDrhere.

Lucia:ayilyililigoamusagomonatejangbatho.Nna

ketshotselekgowa.CongratulationsmybabyI'm

sooproudofyou.Youdidexactlywhatyou

promisedme.

Lesedi:(smilingbroadly)thanksmummyIcouldn't

havemadeitwithoutyoursupport.



Lucia:keitumetsethatangwanaka,yourdreamswill

cometrue.Youpavedawayforyourself.

Bobo:thiscallsforacelebrationolady.Lennake

tlogakeretirejaanong.Mysisteratakerover

Lucia:ohwapekaneBobo,oretireeng?Hahayah

weshouldcelebrate.youmademeveryproud

ngwanaka.I'mgladyoutookyoureducation

seriously.YouragematesboBridgetkebaba

paletswe.Gompienoogogagogadimpa.

Lesedi:hahahaIwonderwhoimpregnatedher.

Lucia:gatweit'sKabo,MmaCissodisappointedin

him.Rightnowheisstillmarketinggaaboneditiro

kafangwana

Lesedi:uhuijoookananekemoganetsaareenele



Kabotheyaredatingnakoele.IneverknewKabo

couldstoopthatlow.Iyooo!

Lucia:I'mgladyouarearesponsibleyounggirlmy

daughter

Bobo:okhokemothusitsekagokoba

mosimanyanawarunxewhitwhousedtoparkhere

Lesedi:hahahaBoboI'vealwaysbeenfocused

pleaseseipeedipeche.

Lucia:keofeyoothat'smyfirsttimehearingthat

Bobo:ahIlongsorteditoutoladySedisantseadira

form3

Lucia:Iyoo.IwillhavetotellMmaCatleacelebrate



lerona.Wewillbuydrinkskamoso.

Lesedi:okletmecallmydadandtellher.

Beforesheevencalled,Jacob'scallcamethrough.

Jacob:princessdidyouhearthenews?

Lesedi:yesdaddyandIevengotmyresults

Jacob:wowthat'sgoodtohearandthatwassofast

Lesedi:yesItookthesmslinefromthenewsthen

shortlytheysentmyresults.DaddyguesswhatI

reachedmytarget.Igot48pointsletmejust

forwardtoyoumyresultssmsfromBEC

Jacob:wowwowwowareyouserious?



Congratulationsdaughter.IfyouwerehereIwould

liftyouupandthrowyouontheairlikealittlebaby.

Lesedi:hahahapaparra

Jacob:I'msuchaprouddaddyrightnow.Your

mommymustbeproud

Lesedi:sheis

Jacob:wehavetoplansomethingbigforyou.Icant

believeIhavesuchageniusforababy.I'm

beamingwithpriderightnow.

Lesedi:thanksdaddy,didLelemakeitinher

sciencesandmaths?

Jacob:I'mnotsureyetItoldhertocheckintheBec



siteshehasbeensayingit'sbusy

Lesedi:okayyoucantellhershecantrythesmsline.

Igotminefaster

Jacob:okbabyforwardtheresultskebone.

ShehungupandforwardedtheBecmessageofher

resultstoherfather

Shethensmsedme:

Lesedi:heycanyoubelieveIgot48points.I'mso

happyIdon'tknowwhattodo.Didyoucheckyour

sciencesandmaths?

SuddenlyLucia'sphonerang.

Lucia:helloJonasletengcazy...What?Waboo



rengnerra..Whathappenedelegore...Wherewas

shecomingfrom.Okay.That'ssad.Wewerenotin

goodtermsbutIcanneverwishsomethingbadfor

anyone,that'ssad...okIwillfindtimetocheckthem.

Thanksforlettingmeknow.

ShehungupasBoboandLesedistaredattheir

motherworriedly.

Lesedi:iseverythingokay?

Lucia(sadly):JonasareMpotsengwasinvolvedina

caraccidentontheirwayfromMahalapye.

Rememberlasttime,Itoldyouthatherfirstborn

daughterlostababyduringdelivery.Oneatswa

kwagoenekoMahalapye.Gatwethecartheywere

usinghitanothercarandoverturned.Eneeleenele

hersecondbornsonwhoisbasicallytheir

breadwinnerandtwopassengersbabanengbaba

pegile.JonasareMpotsengandthesonare

criticallyillandadmittedatMahalapyehospital.But



gatwethepassengershaveminorinjuries.The

worstpartgatweMpotsenglostherlegsandifshe

survivessheisgoingtouseawheelchair.She

nearlykilledmebutthisistoomuchforher.Sheis

basicallystillmourningthedeathofthegrandson

andnowthis.

Bobo:wowGodworksmysteriouslyoladyo

tshamikisadifeelingnnaesengMpotsengIdon't

giveadamnabouther.

Lesedi:IthinkGodwantstohumbleher

Bobo:otlabonagoreboloigabonamosolaalemo

wheelchair

Lucia:nomykidsdon'tthinkthatwaysheisstill

familyjustletgoofwhatshedidtomeandlet's

helpherwherewecan.Sheisgoingtoneedfamily

supportespeciallyifshelostlegs.It'snotgoingto



beeasy.

Bobo:hahahaeisholadyosiamethatlewena.Let

thatwomanreapthefruitsofbeingevil.Kana

gongweshekilledotherpeoplewhoarenotas

strongintheLordasyou.

Lucia:eishBobonoI'mnotlikeher.Iwillcheckmy

budgetandseewhenIcangothere.Iwilltalkto

Jonasandseehowwecangoandseethem.Idon't

knowhowbadaretheson'sinjuriesbutIprayfor

hisrecovery

Lesedi:IyooenoughwithMpotsenglet'scelebrate

mysuccess.Mamakanafinallymydreamof

becomingaDriscomingtopass.

Lucia:Godisamazingdaughter.Let'sbowdown

andthankthealmightybongwanakeforhelping

Lesediachievethis.



TheyheldhandstogetherandLuciaprayed.

Athome

Ilaidreluctantlyonmybedscrollingthroughmy

Facebooknewsfeed.Myphonebeepedreceivingan

smsandIrolledmyeyesasIreadit.Ididn'treply

andcontinuedwithFacebookuntildaddyknocked

loudlyatmydoorandipulledmyduvetovermy

headandspokewitharoughinaudiblevoice

pretendingtobesick

Me:comein.

Heenteredandshockinglystaredatmeunderthe

blankets

Daddy:areyouokayprincess?



Me:IthinkI'mdownwithflu

Daddy:aobabygirlbatho.IwilltellRosetogiveyou

aflumixture.HeygirldidyouseeSedi'sresults.Oh

myGodthatgirlisagenius.

Me:ohreallyIdidn'tseethem.

Hecamecloserandsatbesidemeonthebed.

Jacob:look5A*syoursisterisintelligent

Me:(fakingasmile)wowthat'snice.

Jacob:wereallyhavetoplansomethingbigforher.

Ketshephawhenitcomestoorganising



Me:hahaokay.

Jacob:andyoumybabydidyougetyours

Me:nothenetworkisstillgivingmeaproblem

Jacob:okayhaveyoutriedthesmsline

Me:noIdidn'tgetthenumberright

Jscob:okayletmecallLeseditogiv..

Me:nonodaddyIwillcallherdon'tworry

Jacib:okletmeleaveyoutorestbaby,letmeknow

whenyoumanagedwiththeresults



Isighedasmyheartpoundedfastertothethought

offailingforthesecondtimewhilemysisterwasso

outstanding,GodfiveA*.Damn!Howdidshedoit.

Daddyisgoingtolikeherevenmore!

Ipostponedsearchingmyresultsoncemoreand

coveredmyselfwithmyduvetasfrustrationof

beingthefailingsisterhitmehard.LaterthatnightI

ignoredmymother'sknockatmydooruntilshe

gaveupandwentaway.

ItriedtoclosemyeyesandsleepbutIjustcouldn't.

IdecidedtojustdoitbecauseIknewforsurethey

wantedthembadly.Inervouslytypedinmycenter

no.Candidateno.andafterafewminutesthe

resultspopped.MyJawsdroppedjuststaringat

them..

GOODNIGHT



PLEASELIKECOMMENTANDSHARE.

LET'STRYTOINCREASEOURSHARESFORTHE

STORYTOREACHOTHERS.

[10/19,15:38] :MYCRUSH

*48

Ifinallybreathedheavilyandsighedwithmyeyes

fixedtothemessage

KeletsoLelentleBasiame

Candidate0012

MathematicsD

DoubleScienceAwardEE



Me:goodLord!Ifailedagain.SciencesEagain,

MathsfromEtoD.Gotshwanafela.

Ifrustratedlylaidbackastearsrolleddownmy

cheeksdroppingonmypillow.

Irubbedmytummyandreleasedasighasmy

mouthfilledwithsalivaandIcouldn'tbringmyself

toletitdownmythroat.Itookmyhandkerchiefand

spitonit.Alonetearrandownthebridgeofmy

noseandrolleddowntomylipsasmychestgotso

tense.Thekindofheadachethatstruckmeleftme

helplessinacageofpain.Igotoffmybedand

curledonmybedroom floorundermyduvet.

IlookeduptheceilingandIcriedlikeababy.Icried

forallthewrongthingsIdid.IcriedbecauseI

couldn'tundomymistakes.Icriedmyselftosleep

costhatnighttheonlythingthatoccupiedmymind

wasthefactthatIwasarealfailureandtherewas

nothingabsolutelypromisingaboutmyfuture.



AtAlex'shouse

ThefollowingmorningAlexslowlyopenedhiseyes

andwokeup.Hewasdisgustedrealizingthe19

yearoldhecamewithlastnightwasstillfastasleep

besidehim.Heroughlyshookhertowakeherup.

Hefrownedlookingatherdarkskinnedfacewith

pimples.That'swhenherealizedthatlastnight

whenhetookherwithhimheonlylookedatthe

bodyfigure.Butnowthathewassoberandclosely

lookingatherondaylightshewassougly.

Aex:heyheymmawakeupwantiaIhavethingsto

do.Tsogathemmaotsamaewhyareyougettingso

comfortableinmybed

Thegirlopenedhereyesandyawned.

Her:letmesleepalittlebitmyheadispainful



Alex:Keneilwe..

Hespittedouthernameangrily

Shewassufferingfrommigraineandthatmorning

asshetriedtoliftherheadfromthepillow,herhead

throbbedandthepainshefeltwaslikesomeone

hadtakenaknifetoherskull.Squeezinghereyes

shutshehopedthepainwillgoaway.Angerrose

withinAlexandhedraggedheroutofhisbedgiving

herclothestowear.

Alex:aparammaotsamayawantiaIneedtogo

Keneilwe:(weakly)canIpleasesleepimnotfeeling

wellcan'tyoujustleavemeinthehouseketla

tsamayakelebotoka.



Alex:areyoulisteningtoyourself,leavingyouinmy

house?Idon'tevenknowyou.Ijustmetyoulast

night.YouthinkIcantrustyoutoleaveyouinmy

house?

Keneilwe:eish!

Shetouchedthepainfulsideofherheadandgritted

herteethinagrimace.Itwasalwaysthesame,a

crushingpainjustononesideofhisheadthat

cameandwentinapattern.Itmadeherwantto

pacearoundandshepacedaroundputtingfirston

herJean,thenherbraandtop.Alextappedhisfoot

onthefloorwaitingforhertofinishup.Assoonas

shefinishedhegaveheraP50noteandopenedthe

doorforher.

Alex:getataxiandgohome.

Keneilwe:OK



Shestoodforawhilehesitantlyhopingforahugor

kissbutthelookonAlex'sfacewasenoughtotell

hersheshouldgetgoing.Shepickedherphoneand

herlittleslingbaganddraggedherfeetout.Another

waveofmigrainestruckher.Painthrobbedviolently

aroundherskullthatshewonderedifitwouldjust

crackopen.

Sheheldtightlytotheverandapillaruntilthepain

sloweddownandshewentawayandstoodbythe

mainroadwaitingfortaxis.

Despitehereffortstofightthemback,tearsfreely

rolleddownhercheeks.Shewasblindedwith

flashingcolorfulspotsuntilshelostherselfin

darknessanditwasquiteandstill.

Meanwhileinhishouse,Alexquietlythoughtabout

howmesseduphislifewasforthepastthreeyears.



Hislifewasstagnantandallhedidwasbring

differentgirlstohishouse.Hisfriendshad

permanentgirlfriendsandsomewerethinking

marriage,somehadbabies.Whatdidhehave.

Nothing.Hewasstillstuckatthethoughtoflosing

alittlegirlwhoprobablydidn'tevencareabouthim.

Doessheeventhinkofhim.Hesighedandopened

hisfridgenoticinghowemptyitwas.Hehadtogo

totheshopsandstocksomeessentials.He

promisedhimselfthathewasgoingtotryanddo

somethingabouthislife.Hewantedhistimealone

foratleastaweek.Nodrinkingnogirls.Hetriedto

convincehimself.

ACarsloweddownnoticingagirllyingbytheside

oftheroad.Thedriversteppedoutandshookher.

Herealizedshewasunconsciousbuttherewasa

pulse.Hequicklypickedherandhersmallbagand

placedherinhiscarandrushedhertothehospital.

LaterthatdayLesediandhermomwerebusy



buyingsnacksanddrinksforLesedi'scelebratory

session.

Lesedi:mommyweshouldincludeasmallblack

forestcakeI'mcravingsweetstaff

Lucia:okebileketlaikhutsagobakeretsenyegirl.

Fromhereweneedtogetborosoandnamaatsenn

foods.RedirebraainyanaIwilldochakalaka.You

caninviteoveryoursisterandlittlebrother.Leyour

schoolfriend.

Lesedi:okmamathoughit'sshortnoticekana

peoplehaveplans

.

Lucia:hahahawhatplanswaitsileratadilo

bananyanabamalatsia.Okay.Justpickthingsyou

willlike.



Lesedi:andLelehasnotrespondedmymessages

sinceyesterdayIwonderifsheisokay.

Lucia:youcanstillcallherfaretsenako

lapeng.DDidshepassthesubjectsshewasre-

writing.

Lesedi:Idon'tknowgaaiseampolelele

Lucia:okotlatlaomoleletsa.MmaI'mchecking

thespicesthatside.

Hermotherwenttotheothersidetocheckon

spiceswhileLesedipickedsomedrinksfromthe

fridge.SheliftedhereyesandfrozestaringatAlex

whowasopeningtheotherfridgedoor.

Alex:hi

Lesedi:hi



Alex:(smiling)ohit'sbeenalongtimeandyou've

grownbigandmorebeautifulwow.

Lesedi:hahathanks

Shesteppedawaynotinterestedinthe

conversation

Alex:sorrySedi,youwerewritingBGCSEright?

Lesedi:reluctantly)yes

Alex:okayIheardtheresultsareout

Lesedi:eerra

Alex:howdidyoudo?Howmanypoints



Lesedi:48

Alex:wowwowcongratulations

Lesedi:thanksIthinkmymotherislookingforme.

Letmego

Alex:oohhkay

Hestaredatherhourglassfigureasshewalked

awaywithherkneelengthdenimdressexposing

hersmoothyellowlegs.

Histhroatdriedupsensinghowcoldshewas

towardshim.48points.Whataloss.Butshesurely

deservesomeonebetter.Hesleptalmostwiththe

wholetownandshewasavirgin.



Whensheapproachedhermomsheuttered:

Lucia:whatdoeshewant?

Lesedismiled

Lesedi:whomama?

Lucia:thatmanyouwerestandingwithbythe

fridges?

Lesedi:hahamamaheisyournurseatNyangabgwe.

Thatonewhooncevisitedhejustaskedafew

innocentquestions

Lucia:ohyahthathumbleguy.Ididnotnoticehim.I

justdidn'tlikethewayhewasstaringatyou.Onea



golebilekaleitholaKeletsoeheteletseng.Ishe

afteryou?

Lesedi:hahamamano.ItoldyouIhaven'tstarted

datingakere.

Lucia:okletmejustgreethim.

Lesedi:ahit'snotnecessarymama.

TheyqueuedinalinetothecashierandAlex

approachedwithhisbasketandqueuedbehind

them.Hermothergreetedhimashesmiledhumbly

andtheychattedbrieflyasLesedilookedaway.

Hestilllookedhotthoughhelostabitofweightbut

shejustcouldn'tgothroughwhatshewentthrough

yearsback.Cryingforhimwhilehejustdidn'tcare.

Shewillmeettheotherguyattherighttime.The



cashierpassedalltheirthingsandhermotherpaid.

ThentheywalkingawayleavingAlexfrozenjust

there..

BLESSEDDAY

PLEASELIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE.

IFTHEREARENOSHARESIDONTPOSTTONIGHT

[10/19,15:38] :MyCRUSH
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AtNyangagweHoapital

ThreehoursaftershegainedconsciousnesstheDr

dischargedherandprescribedsomemedicationfor

hermigraine.Shefeltalotbetterandwalked



towardsthepharmacy.Shesighedsadly

rememberinghowAlexusedheronlyforhimto

treatherlikeadesparateprostituteinthemorning.

Regretwashedalloverherwhensheremembered

howhercousinLonewarnedheragainstthisguy

butshewenttojustgowithhim.Shesighedsadly

andjoinedthelineatthepharmacy

Athome.

Ifeltsickmorethanthepreviousdayandtheworst

partwasthatdaddyhadforcedmetogotoLesedi's

houseforhersession.NomatterhowmuchI've

triedtotellhimIwasnotwellheinsisted.Iwished

theearthcouldjustopenupandswallowmeasmy

momknockedonceandenteredmyroom.Shesat

onmybedandspoke:

Mom:LeleIknowyouarebeatingyourselfup

becauseofyourresults.YesImdisappointedatyou

becauseIknowyouwerenotthatseriouswith



school.Youwerealwaysonyourphoneoroutwith

friends.ButIdon'twantyoutobelikethis.Ifeellike

youareslowlyslippingintodepression.Since

yesterdayyouarealwayslockedinyourroomgao

tswelekontle,gaoje.Babyyouneedtoaccept

yourresultsandcheerup.Thisshouldbealearning

curveforyou.GakenagogofelelapeloLele.When

youarereadycometomeompolelelewhatyou

wanttodowithyourlife.

Me:thanksmama.I'msorryforfailingthismuch.

Mom:yahLelelikeIsaidI'mleavingeverythingunto

yougoreompolelelegorewhatdoyouwanttodo

withyoulife.Idon'twanttoimposeanythingonyou.

Iswallowedhardtryingtokeepcalmbutmommy's

perfumewasoneofthethingsthattriggeredmy

nausea.WhenshestoodandreachedforthedoorI

hoppedoffthebedrushingouttothebathroom.I

vomitedlikemylungswouldcomeout.Shestood



bythepassagestaringatmeinamazement.I

gurgledwithwarmwaterthenIsteppedoutand

bumpedonmom.

Mom:what'sgoingonLele?

Me:Ithinkit'ssomethingIateinthemorning.LikeI

tolddaddyI'mnotfeelingwell.Kekatswakenale

galaentsi

Mom:I'mnotababylet'sgobacktoyourroom.

Myheartpoundedasmymomfollowedmeintomy

roomandclosedthedoorbehindher..

Mom:Lelewaregorilengkante?I'mallearsstart

talking.



Mylipstrembledandnowordscameoutastears

freelystreameddownmycheeks.

Mom:Lelewhat'sgoingon.Thiswasthethirdtime

thisweekkegoutlwaokgwa.Gorileng?

Me:I..I...

Iburstintotearsasshecamecloserandrubbedmy

backandIcriedhystericallywithmyheadonher

lap

Mom:noLeleno!dontdothistoyourself.What's

goingon?Babeareyoupregnant?

Myheartskippedassheblurtedoutthewords.I

couldn'tbringmyselftobelievethatIwaspregnant.

Mepregnant.Nothiscan'tbehappeningtome.I

criedevenmoreasmymomheldmenotknowing



whattodo.

Mom:LeleI'mleavingyouheretocalmdownkea

goipaakanyareyangakeng.

ShesteppedoutasIfeltnumbwithtearsflooding

myeyes.Icoveredmyselfwithmypillowandcried

onit.ThenItookmyphoneandcomposeda

message

'IthinkI'mpregnant,I'mscaredbecausemomis

suspectingitandsheisnowforcingmetogotothe

doctor.I'msorryIdidnottellyouearlierIwasn't

surewhatwashappeningtome.Ihopeyouwill

supportmethroughthis'

IthoughtofclearingthemessagebutIjustsentit

totwoofmycontactsandcoveredmyselfwithmy

duvetasBonnie'scallcamethrough.Iignoredit.



MeanwhiledaddyandYaronawerereadytogoout

toLesedi'shousefortheparty.Daddywalkedinto

mommypreparingherselfattheirbedroom

Daddy:areyoualsogoing?Leleokaenengwanake?

Shehastogoandcheerherselfup.Imeanitcan't

beeasyhersisterapasitseeneafeitse

Mom:noI'mnotgoing.Leleisnotgoingeither.She

isactuallynotwellkeisaenengakeng.

Dad:aoreally,sheactuallymentioneditearlierare

gaaikutlwe.Ijustthoughtitwaspressureofher

resultsbecauseshewascryingalotfaadi

mpontsha

0

Mom:yahheysheneedstoseeaDrsheisnotwell

Daddy:yohI'mnowworriedwhat'sgoingonMav.



Mom:I'malsoyettofindoutmylove.Willkeepyou

posted.JustgowithYarrykopartying.Iwillcall

Seditocongratulateher.Shedidreallywellyou

mustbeaproudfather.

Daddy:Iam.Keepmepostedaboutwhat'sgoingon

withLeleI'mnowworried.Kanammetotaeneele

gorekeisabonekosessionyaSedi.Ithinkwealso

havetodosomethingthingforherheregompienoI

didn'tgetheranything.Ithinkrefetererekadijuice

atpicknpay

Mom:oknoproblem

Momreleasedasighandknockedatmyroom.

AtLesedi'shouse..



LesediandhertwofriendsNeiandResego

arrangedafewplasticchairsinfrontofthehouse.

LuciaandMmaCseatedontheotherchairs

chattingwhileBoboandtheboyspreparedthebraai

standatthefarcorneroftheyard.

Lucia:thisisarealpartyditiloTsedikanaSedi

Lesedi:hahamamaI'mjustputtingchairsincasebo

Lelebatla.I'mnotsuretheyarecoming.Butdaddy

saidhewilldropthem.Othersketsarona.

Lucia:okgirlsIwasjustjoking.Iputyourchakalaka

inthefridgethewedgesarealsoready.Jaanongke

lapile.Itrustyouaregoingtoserveyourvisitors

well

Lesedi:okmamamygirlswillhelpme.(laughing)

hopefullyBoboleBanabagagwegabanago

feletsanamakoisong.



Lucia:hahahaSediwarengbongwanake,gobatla

bathongwaleithobonemme.Rekaeutlwalela.

Theyallburstoutinlaughter

MmaC:girlsakoletenglentshwarakamatsogoka

falepasitsengkatengbongwanakaI'mimpressed

Theysmiledandcamebyshakinghandswithher

asshepulledtheirhandstogetherandkissedthem.

Mmac:gatwegonaledinaletsanamomatshwaong

alona.WaitseBanababatshwananglelonaba

botlhokwabongwanaka

Shecontinuedtospeakgoodofthemastheyshyly

smiledproudofthemselves.



Resego:nnabantogetsesegwenegwenemme

banyanabaI've46bone48hahaha!

MmaC:ohkeselosesengwefelathennanale

dinaletsanalona..

Resego:hahahathankyou.I.Wouldn'thavemadeit

withoutSediandNei.Wemakethebestteamever.

Materspei'stopachievers.

MmaC:girlsI'mproudofyoucosleproudkadithuto

tsalona.EsengBanababaithaganelela

basimanyana.

MeanwhileJacob'slegend45sloweddownatthe

gateandYarryhoppedoutandtheywalkedinto

Lucia'shome.TheygreetedMmaCandLuciaand

JacobhappilyliftedLesedibeforekissingher

forehead.



Jacob:I'mproudofyoudaughter,congratulations

Yarry:congratsbigsister.I'mhappyindeedyouare

goingtobeaDr.Daddyshallhavemanydoctors

includingme.

Lesedi:hahahathanksalot.(bumpingfistswith

Yarry)sureDocbuddy.Daddymeetmyfriends,Nei

andResego.Wearethetopachieversofourschool.

Neiwith48andResego46points.Thereisalso

Ronaldfromourclasswith47.HeisaguyIdidn't

invitehimhere

Jacob:wowCongratulationsareinorderReseand

Nei.Youdidanamazingjob,Sowhatareyouguys

planningonpursuing

Nei:IwanttogotoaviationschoolcisIwanttobea

pilot.



Rese:Iwanttodoeitherdentistryorpharmacywill

choosebetweenthetwo

Jacib:wowwhatanamazingteamofexperts.I'm

proudofyouguys.

Them:thanksalot

Lesedi:andthendaddywhereismysistertheywere

readytomeether.

Jacob:oopsInearlyforgotsomethingvery

important.Sheisnotwell.ShewenttoseetheDr

withmommy.

Lesedi:ohreallywhat'stheproblem?



Jacob:I'mnotreallysuremaybefeverorsomething

theysaidtheywillkeepmeupdated.

Lesedi:okIhopeshegetswell.Iwashopingtomeet

hertoday.It'sbeenawhileresabonane.

Jacob:Iknow.

TheycontinuedchattingasYarryjoinedtheother

boysandranaround.JacoblateronjoinedBoboto

helphimwithbraaingthemeatasLesediandher

girlsdishedwedgesandchakalaka.Bridgetandher

momjoinedLuciaandmmaConthechairsandthe

girlsservedthem.Bobotookouthisbigspeaker

andplayedpartytunesaseveryoneenjoyedIna

celebratorymood.

LateronJacobtookfromhiscar1twolitrejuice

andtwononalcoholicdrinks.Bobohadthebest

Playlistonandtheboysdancedaseveryone



cheeredcelebratingthesuccessofthethreegirls.

*

*

Meanwhileattheprivateclinicmyheartpoundedas

thelastpersonbeforeuscameoutofthe

consultationroom.Idraggedmyfeetfollowing

mommyin.Amiddleagedmaledoctorgreetedus

withasmilethenwegreetedhimandsmiledback.

MommyintroducedusandtoldthedoctorthatI

wasnauseauosandfirstofallshewantedhimto

doapregnancytest.Iwantedthatfloortojustopen

upandswallowmeastheDrhandedovertomea

bottletofillupwithurine.Iquicklybroughttheurine

andtheDr.explainedthathewillstartwiththeurine

testandifwearenotsatisfiedwiththeresultshe

maygoontothebloodtest.Iwastremblingashe

spoke..

GOODNIGHT
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Thedoctorsmiledbroadlyashecamewiththe

results.

Dr:checkyourresultsheremiss

Ilookedintothethetestingstickplacedinfrontof

meandmomleanedoverclosertomealsolooking.

Webothfrozeforawhileasitwrotepregnantat8

WEEKS.

Dr:congratulationsMmaBasiameyouaregoingto

beagrandmother.



Givingmehishand

Dr.:congratutionsKeletso

Tearsslowlygatheredinmyeyesasmymother's

seriouslookprickedrightthroughintomyheart.

Shefinallyutteredafterawhile:

Mom:(Calmly)thankyousomuchDr.Whatareyou

prescribingforher.Sheisnauseous.Okgwathata

mosetsanayo.

Dr.OKletmeprescribesomethingforher.But

otherwiseMissKeletsonauseaispartofbeing

pregnantespeciallyfirsttrimisterthereisnohow

youcanescapeit.Anythingelse?



Ishookmyheadandmyeyesshiftedtotheside

wheremymotherwas.Theybecameglazedwitha

glassylayeroftears.AsIblinkedtearsdripped

frommyeyelidsandsliddownmycheeks.Ibitmy

liptightlyinanattempttohideanysoundthat

wantedtoescapefrommymouth.Myheartsank.

Momreleasedasigh.Asighwhichseemedlikeit

signaledtheendofdeliberateeffortandthe

beginningofpassiveness.Thesighwasresigned

andweary.Itwasasighsoquietthatitwent

unnoticed.Itwasasighofgivingup.Andas

inaudibleasitwasIhearditloudandclear.

Mom:prescribeallthesupplementsthatwillhelp

thebabydevelopduringfirsttrimister

Dr:Iwillgivefolicacidandvitaminc.

Hescribbledonapieceofpapertheprescription



andteareditoutthenhandedittomymother.

Dr:(smiling)don'tworrymissKitshallbean

amazingjourney.Letmeregisteryoufirst.Youwill

havetogoforHivtestingthenalsobringyour

partnerresults.Youwillcomeforyourcheckup

afterfourweeks.Butshouldyouhaveany

challengesyoucanwalkinanytime.Iwillreferyou

foryourscanonyoursecondvisit.Butifyouprefer

toregisteratagovernmentclinicthereisstillno

problemyoucangoon.

Mom:nosheisokaywithyouhereyouwillbe

helpinghertillendofthejourney.

Dr:iwilldiligentlydothat.ThanksalotMrsBasiame.

Mom:welcomeDr.



Heaskedmeafewquestionswhilescribblingon

mycard.Thenhebidusgoodbye.Westeppedout

oftheconsultationroomasmyheartbeganto

poundfaster.Mymotherwassocalmitwasscary.

Wequietlywalkedtothecar.

Mom:wewillhavetopassbythepharmacytoget

yourmeds.Iwilladdgaviscontoyourmedsincase

youmayexperienceheartburns.thenwillbuymore

fruitsatspar.YouneedtoeatalotofFruitsand

stayhealthy.Anycravingsyouexperienceyouwill

letmeknow

Me:ok

Istillcouldn'tbelievemymomwasthiscalmabout

thiswholething.Itwasasifeverythingwasnormal

andshehasquicklyacceptedthatIwaspregnant

beforeIevencould.



Shedroveawayanditwasawkwardlyquiteexcept

forthesoftmusicofTashaCobbs.

Idriftedofftotheworldofthoughts.Ire-livedthe

weekIspentatOb'shouse.Ihadliedtomyparents

thatwehadabootcamptodoextensivestudyout

oftownwithmytutoringcompanyandstudymates.

Theydidn'tgivemeahardtimetogo.

ThatnightwhenIarrivedatOb'shouse.Hewas

extremelyhappy.Ihadbeensingleforawhileand

washappytofinallybebackwithmyman,myfirst

love.Atleasthewastheguythattaughtme

everythingandIdidn'tmindpassingtimewithhim

intheabsenceofhisboringbabymama.

Heorderedpizzaandwecuddledonhisfluffy

creamwhitematwatchingaromancemovie.

Minuteslaterhecarriedmetohisbigkingbed.He

slowlylaidmedown.HekissedmeandIkissed

back.Itwasaslowandsoftsensualkiss.His



thumbcaressedmycheekdowntomychest.And

heslowlyunbuttonedmytopandunhookedmybra.

Heranhisfingersdownmytummygivingme

butterflies.Hebreathedonmyneckandourbreaths

mingled.Whilehecontinuedhisbusinessofhis

electrifyingtoucheshesensedmyreadinessand

torewithhisteeththecondom.Herolleditoverthe

bigblackweaponthenshoveditthroughmycookie.

Myhadheadrockedonthepillowashepumped

andpumped.Asoftmoanescapedmylips.The

gamewentonandonleavingmedruggedina

worldofpleasure.

Hewasoffforthewholeweakandhesavoredwith

medayandnight.Hetaughtmeallcrazymoves

andstylesandthatwholeweekmydutywas

nothingbuttopleasehim.Hewasagoodcook.He

didnotreallymindtopreparemealsforusbut

sometimesheorderedintakeaways.Itwas

amazingweek,untilthedaybeforeileft.Idon't

wanttothinkofthisparticulardaythatmessedup

almosteverything.



Obhadtoleavemeunexpectedlybecausehis

fatherneededhisassistanceatthecattlepost.He

leftearlymorningofSaturdayandtoldmehemight

comelateintheeveningornightbecausetheir

cattlepostwasabitfar.Ihadtoremainaloneinhis

houseandwaitforhimbecausehecouldn'tjustlet

megobeforehefeastedwhenitwasourlastday.

Ob:babeyoucancookstirfrykakesonehelaseo

seitsengmothowame.Eatanythingyouwantin

thefridge.Lockthedoorandwatchwhateveryou

want.IfeelbadmylovebutIcouldn'tsaynotothe

oldmanIwillhavetocomebackasearlyas

possibleIloveyou

Me:aodon'tfeelbadmyloveIwilljustbefineits

justafewhours.Iloveyoutoo

Heplantedakissonmylipsthatturnedintoa



Frenchkisswhichtookawhile.Thenhetookhis

carkeysandleft.AboutanhourlaterIwassitting

onhiscouchwatchingmovieswithabigbowlof

popcornonmylap.ThenIheardasoftknockatthe

maindoor.Ihesitatedandtheknockwentonand

on.ThenIcheckedwhoitwasthroughthewindow.

IheldmybreathasIstaredathimnotbelievingmy

eyes.OhmyGodhewashere.GodALEXwashere!

Iputawaythepopcornbowl.Checkedmyselfon

themirrorandthenwenttothedoortoopenforhim.

Ifrozestaringathispinkishlips.Ijustwantedto

rubmineonthemjustthatverymoment.

Alex:(flashingacutesmile)hi!ohIdidn'tknowhe

hadcompanyIwastryinghisnohewasgoing

throughbutwhereishiscar?

Me:(openingthedoorwiderforhim)hiyoucanjust

comein.Heisnotheremmegoatsenwa.

Alex(hesitantly)OK,oileKaemothakayoItriedhis



numberitsnotavailable.Iwilljusthavetogoifhe

isnothere

Me:ahhewillcomebackverylatebosigooile

morakeng,hisfatherneededhishelp.

Alex:okMaybeIshouldjustleavenekemocheka

helaI'moff

Me:noyoucanjustkeepmecompanykeaborega

I'mwatchingamovie,let'swatch

Alex:ok

Thenheslowlysteppedin.Myunderwearsoaked

wetjustonestareathim.Thisguywasflames.He

didnotonlyhaveacharmingstaturehisvoicewas

charmingtoo.Hiscologneinvadedmynostrils.His

chestwasdefinedandIwantedbadlytobetrapped



onit.

Weawkwardlysatquietlyforawhile.Wewatched

themovieandsharedthepopcorn.Fromthe

kitchenItooksomewinewhichwedidjusticeto.

Wedrankthewholebottleuntilwewereabittipsy.

Welaughedtogetherdiscussingthemovieandhe

kepttouchingmyexposedthighsaswelaughed.

Suddenlyherequestedforthebathroom.Ishowed

himthebathroom.ThenIbreathedheavilyashegot

inside.Iquicklylockedthemaindoorandputthe

keyabovethefridge.iremovedmypantiesand

remainedwithmylittleblackdresswaitingforhim.

Whenhesteppedout,Idroppedmydressandfaced

him.Hefrozeforawhilestaringatmeonly

remainingwithmybrawhichIalsounhookedandit

fellonthemat.Iapproachedhimnaked.He

frownedbutstillstaringatme.Thiswasmytime.

I'velongwantedthisman.Iwaswillingtorisk

everythingtogivemyselftohim.



Alex:Kellywhat'sgoingon,putbackonyourclothes.

I'myourboyfriend'sfriendIcan'tdoanythingtoyou

inhishouse.

Me:youneedthisAlexIcanseeitinyoureyesjust

getitnowforfreeandgohome.Obisgoingto

comeatnightI'velockedthehousedon'tworry.

HeslowlymovedbackasIapproachedhimbutstill

staring.Igotclosertohim.Andshookmybuttina

twerkmovesinfrontofhim.Irubbeditonhisd...As

Ifeltitjerkingupandpokingme.Ismiledand

turnedaroundthenIunzippedhisjeansashestood

stillhelpless.Ididmagictohim.Touchedhiswhole

packagegivinghimahandjobandhewentcrazy.

Hecarriedmetothesofaandfinallyitwasonme.

Hedevoured.Themanofmydreams.Imoaned

crazingly.Ididnotcareaboutanyothermoment

butthatparticularone..



Heflippedmearoundhummeringmesohardly.

Therewassimuchhungerforthecookieinhiseyes

andhedidjusticetome.Leavingmewithmultiple

orgasms.FinallyIgothimwhileLesediwasthere

busywithbooks.Ithought.Hewasheregivingme

thebestpleasureofmylife.Obwasnothing

comparedtothisguy.Heknewhisgamebetterand

Iwishedthatmomentcouldlastforalifetime.We

diditfinally.

HourslaterafterweshoweredIsatonhislapand

hemuttered

Alex:I'msorryIwastoohornyIshouldn'thavedone

thisdoyou.Youaremyboy'sgirlfriend.

HehandedmeP500

Alex:I'msorryfortakingadvantageofyou.It'sbeen

awhilesoIreallygottemptedyouknow.Please



buymorningafterpillincase.Itriedtopulloutbut

youwillneverbesure.Iwillhavetogo.Ican'tlook

myguyintheeyesifhefindmehere.Butotherwise

girlyouwereamazing.

Me:Icanstillgiveittoyouanyothertimeyouwant

it.

Alex:nobabyit'sokayyouaremyfriend'sgirl

Hesoflykissedmeandheldthedoorknob.

IopenedforhimandhewalkedawayasIsmiled

eartoear.Ifellasleeponthecouchdaydreaming

aboutwhathedidtome.

IrememberedthethingsIdidtoLesediforthisguy.

Iturnedevil.Itwasworthit.AtleastItastedit.And

damnhewasaman.ArealmanandIwashooked.

ThatmomentIreallydidn'tcarethattherewere

STDsorwhatever.Ilovedthisman.Iremembered



thewinebottleandtookitandbrokeitintopieces.I

tookthepieceandinablackplasticandshoved

themunderneathallthetrashinthebigblackbin

outside.

LateronwhenOBarrivedheshoweredandweate

dinnertogether.Thenasitwasthenormhecarried

metothebed.

Ob:babetodayweshouldhaveasmuchfunas

possible.CanIatleasthaveitrawjustfortodaylove.

Myheartpoundedashementionedthatthinkingof

whatAlexdidtome.Washegoingtofeelitorwhat

Me:ahbabebutwehaven'ttestedtogether

Ob:lovnnaI'mnegativemycardisthereinthe

drawerItested3weeksago.Wenaakereyouhave



beennotcheatingmewhichmeanslewenayouare

okay.

Me:butbabywhataboutpregnancy.I'mon

ovulation.Ican'tbepregnantnowI'mliterallystilla

student.

Ob:Idon'twantyoutobepregnantbaby.Ican'tdo

thattous.Iwantyoutopassandgotovarsity.SoI

promiseIwillpullout.

ItriedtoresistbutheinsisteduntilIgaveineasily.

Herubbedhimselfontome.Insertinghisfingers

downtherehefrowned.

Ob:babeyouaretoowettodayah

Me:Iguessit'stheovulation



HeslidrightthroughinandpumpedinandoutandI

fakedmoanswantingittobeshortlived.Iwas

alreadyfeelingguiltyfordoingtwoguysthesame

day.Worstpartfriend.Buthedidn'tstop.He

hammeredsoharduntilhewaslostinaworldof

pleasureandhecouldn'tresistit.Hejuststayed

thereandreleasedeverythinginmeasIfrownedin

disappointment.

Hekissedmesohardnoticingmysadfacethenhe

assuredme.

Ob:wewillgetmorningafterpills.I'msorryI

couldn'tresistthepleasure

Me:ok

*

*



Ijumpedstartledasmymotherscreamedmyname

Mom:Lelewhat'sgoingonwithyou?

Kegobitsalabo3.Oakantseengnewena?Bula

gatemmaketsene.

Ihoppedoutofthecarandslidopenthegateand

momdrovethroughtothegarage.Iclosedthegate

anddraggedmyfeetfollowingher.
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Athome

Ithrewmyselfonmybedandpulledovermyduvet.

ThenfewminuteslaterIheardmymom'ssoft

knockonthedoor.Iknewitwasnowthetimeshe

wantedthetruthwhichIdidn'tevenknow.She

openedmybedroomdoorandenteredthenshesat

besidemeonmybed.Shewastoosweet.Ijust

didn'tunderstandthiswoman.Whywasshenot

shoutingatme?Whywasshethiscalm?

Mom:LeleyouheardtheDoctorakeremygirl.You

needtogoforHIVtestingassoonaspossibleand

heneedstoknowtheresultsofthepersonwhodid

thistoyou.SoonIalsohavetotellyourdadabout

thisandsoIneedtoknowwhodidthistoyou.

Thereareotherproceduresthatadultshaveto

followtoinformhisfamilyaboutthis.Thisguy

destroyedyourfutureLele.Ngwanaisalotof



responsibilityandyouareonlynineteen.Thisissad

butit'sdonegagonagorenkareng.Sokekopago

itsegoremosimanekemangokae.Didyoutellhim?

Isighednotknowinghowexactlytorespondtoher

question.Isniffedasmyeyesfilledwithtears.

Mom:LeleyouseehowcalmIam.Idon'twantyou

tocry.Thisisnotthetimetocry.Iwantyoutotalk

tomeLelentle.Ineedtoknowthetruthformeto

knoweverything.

ItriedtospeakbutIjustdidn'tknowwhattosay.It

wasdisappointingthatIwaspregnantanditwasa

doubledisappointmentthatIwasgivenachanceto

re-writeexams,enrolledinatutoringschoolandI

failed.Tohitmymomwiththethirddisappointment

ofmentioningthatI'mnotsureofthemanwho

impregnatedmewastoohardtodo.Itearfully

staredatherspeechless



Mon:Leledon'tjuststareatme.Bualennathemma.

Thisisalreadydifficultformepleasedon'tmakeit

worse.Youaremyonlygirlchild.Myprincess.I

wishedthebestforyou,nowthis.AndwithLesedi

beingtheperfectoneyouedadwillprobablynot

takethislightly.soLekagocooperatengwanake.

Whereisthisguy?whatishedoingandhowoldis

he?Kemangngwanake?

Me:I'mstillwaitingforhisresponsekemosendetse

message.

Mom:whoisheLele?Isaidwhoishe?Maina

ngwanaka!

Me:hesitantly)heiscalledAlex

Mom:AlexmangLele?Onnakae?odirangengmo

botshelong?



Me:heisanursekoNyangabgwe

Mom:nurse!Elegorehowoldishe?

Me:25

Mom:eishLeleyouletsomeonewithacareer

destroyyours.Whatifhedoesn'tacceptlikethey

usuallydo?Whyishenotrespondingtoyoursms.

Wareofanakamangandwheredoeshecome

from?

Me:okmamatlakemoleletsekebueleeneIwill

tellyoueverythingpleasemama.Justnow.

Mom(lookingatmewithaworriedface)Leledoyou

evenknowwhoimpregnatedyou?Whycan'tyou

justgivemehisfullnames.Anywayletmeleave



youtoit.Butdon'tmakemewaitforyoulongercos

yourfatherwillsoonbehereheisgoingtoneedan

explanationyagoreolwalaeng.Ican'tlietohim

anymore.Soyoubettercooperateandgivemethe

wholetruth.Notedited.

Isighedasshestoodandreachedforthedoorknob.

Sheslowlyopenedthesqueakydoorasmyeyes

werefixedonher.ThenoisethatBonnieburged

intothehousewiththenannoyedmeinstantlyandI

lockedmybedroomandlaidquietlyonmybed.

Hebumpedontomommyinthepassage.

Bonnie:himama.Kegorogilemohomesweethome.

Ijustcouldn'twait.Ipersonallycameto

congratulatemyhalfsis.I'mactuallyaproudbig

brothernow.Iwasn'tfondofherwhenshewasfirst

introducedbutnow,I'mproud.



Mom:ahRebonyeodulehelakotirongforLesedi.

BonnieAhmamaI'monleaveeneelegoreIwill

comeonMondaycosIwantedtodoafewthings.

ButwhenIsawmysister'smessageIhittheroad.

48points.DamnpapaokileaBatagolatlhagenius

Mom:youhittheroadwithwhatBonnie?Kana

wenaoratadiliftandIalwaystellyougadiasiama.

Bonnie:oladybathongstopcomplainingthisisa

happyweekend!

Hedancedabit

Bonnue:everythinghasFallenintoplace.Thanksgo

nkamusalebelemamz.Let'sgo



Hepulledherbyhandleadingheroutside.He

openedthedoorandscreamed

Suprise!Islowlytiptoesandhidmyselfbehindthe

doortoeavesdrop.

Mom:ohmyGodBonnieyouboughtacar?

Congratulationsson.Ayilililili!

Shepulledhiminatighthugandtriedtolifthimbut

hewasheavytheylaughedtogetherandshekissed

hischeek.

Asecondhandredgolf6wasparkedinfrontofthe

houseandsoftmusicofJasonDeruloplayednicely

inside.

Mom:wowI'mproudofyouson.It'sbeenayearo

bereka.Thisisnice.Sowhatarethoseguyssaying



aretheyrenewingyourcontractormakingyou

permanent.

Bonnie:thosearetheothergoodnewsIhavefor

youtodaymamzo.Isignedthecontract

Theygavemea5yrcontactnowsoI'mofficially

employedforthenxt5years.Butit'ssubjectto

renewalafterfiveyears,ifIcontinuetoimpress

them.YouarecurrentlylookingatthenewBusiness

Analyst.Youshouldseemyofficeit'ssoamazing,

it'slikeI'mtheboss.

Mom:wowthesearethebestnewseveryoujust

cheeredmeup!Otlankgotsawenangwanake.Im

sosohappyforyou

Bonnie:you'vetaughtmebettermom.I'veadmired

youforyearsclimbingyourcareerladderanditwas

impressive.Iwantexactlythat.Eventhoughyour

promotionswentunnoticedinthisfamily.Ialone



celebratedthemandlearntfromthem.

Mom:wowlookatyouson,sogrownandsowise.

Goodwordstohear.EbileIamaimingataCEO

postsomewhereItjustcameoutandIwantto

applythoughIdidn'ttelldaddykesebetsawena

ngwanake.ItmeansIwillbemovingtoGabs.

Bonnie:wowgoforitmommyIknowyoucangetit.

Itrustyou

Mom:thanksson.

Bonnie:Icouldn'twaitanylongerwhenIheard

aboutLesedi.Mamathatgirlisageniusandshe

mightformpartofthebest10or20topachieversin

thecountry.Ican'tbelievenekeBatagomoshiela

lantha.I'mnowproudthatsheismysister.



Mom(abitdown)yahshedidgood

Bonnie:mamayouareabitdown.Areyoustillangry

aboutLesedi

Mom:notreallyI'mhappyforher.I'mjustsadabout

Lelethatallofyouaredoinggoodandeneke

mathata

Bonnie:I'vecalledherseveraltimessinceyesterday

shedidn'treturnmycallIsentheramessage

askingaboutherresultsshedidn'tjustcare.How

didshedo?

Mom(sighed)shefailedBonnie.GotshwanafelaD

mathsEDiscience

Bonnie:eishIdon'tknowwhenLelestartedbeinga

dumb.LelekanaoneatsayaboAkoprimary



Mom:Leleisnotadumbsheistooplayful

Bonnie:eishthat'sbadmama

Mom:Bonniebulakoloiketsenemotengngwanake.

Waitsekegodisitsebathong.Ialreadyhavea

workingson.BeforelongIwillbegettingamakoti

here.

Bonnie:hahamamzo

HeopenedthecarandMommygotinsidehesped

offthegatetakingaridewithherasIsadlygot

backintothehouseaftereavesdropping.Their

conversationhitmehard.Dumb.soBonniethinks

I'madumb.JustbcosheboughtafongKonghe

thinksheisbetterthaneveryone.Iclickedmy

tongue.ButthenmaybeIamadumb.HereIwas

withababythatIdidn'tevenknowthefather.My



phonebeepedreceivingansmsandItappedonit

'OB:KeletsoIguessyouknowIhaveafamily.

That'swhyafterthatnightIboughtyoumorning

afterpillsifyoudidn'ttakeit,it'syourproblem.Iam

amarriedmancoskentshitsemagadi.Sodelete

mynumberandnevermentionmynamemo

dikgannyengtsagago.I'msureyousleptwithother

guyscosnnalewenarenerenalelebakare

kgaogane.Don'tevntrytodestroymyfamilymma'

Ireadthemessageoverandoveragain.Iburiedmy

headonmypillowandcriedoncemore.

IpagedAlex'snumberanxiouslywaitingforhis

response.

IgottheshockofmylifewhenIopenedhissms:



'A:whoisthis?kebonamessageoBuangkabodi

pregnancy,Ithinkit'swrongnumber'

What!Ifeltlikethehousewasspinningaround.So

itmeantAlexdidn'tevenhavemynumber

Irepliedsadlyasmyheartsank:

Me:noit'snotwrongno.ThisisKellyBasiame.You

deletedmynumber??

Heresponded:

A:Ineverhadyourno.YouforgotthatIonlymetyou

atmyfriend'shouseolemosadiwagagwe.Didyou

meantosendthemessagetomeorOb?

Me:toyoubecausewehadunprotectedsex.



A:hahahayouarecrazy.Ididn'timpregnantyou

mma.YouareOb'sgirlfriendsentsenyemoteng.I

pulledoutandgapeIgaveyoumoneyformorning

afters.Ifyoudidn'tgetthemnnagakeditsene.I

don'tloveyouKellyyoujustseducedme.Soneke

kaseitetelletohaveababywithyou.Don'tevercall

orsmsmeokay.'

Painstruckthroughmyheadleavingparalyzedwith

aheadacheasIlaidonmybedprocessingthe

wholeissue.

MeanwhileinsideBonnie'scarhesuggestedto

momthattheydrivetoLesedi'splace:

Mom:ahBonnieweleftLelealoneandsheisnot

well.

Bonnie:mamaLeleisokay,Leleisnotababy.Re

cornerfelafablockoneletmecalldaddyandirecte



mma.Theywillbehappytoseeyouotlago

congratulatengwanaomongwe.

Mom:(softly)OKbutwearenotgoingtostaylonger

thereIwillsmsLeleandtellherwewentout.

Bonnie:suremamzo.

Hequicklyconnectedhisphonetothecar

Bluetoothandcalleddaddyfordirectionsandhe

droveaway.
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AtLesedi'sHouse.



DaddyandYaronabideveryonegoodbyeasared

unfamiliargolfsloweddownnexttodaddy'scar.

MommyandBonniesteppedoutandapproached

asdaddystoodstillsurprisedtoseethem.Yarry

instantlyrantowardsBonnieandtheybumpedfists

andBonnieliftedhimabit.

Bonnie:damnyouareabigboyIcan'tevenliftyou

thisdays

Yaery:Bonnieivemissedyou.Ontetseeng

Bonnie:missedyoutooboy.Don'tworryyouwillsee

whenwegethome.

Theywalkedtowardsthepartycrewandgreeted

everyoneasJacobwasstillaskinghimself

questionsaboutthecar.BonnieapproachedLesedi

asmymothergrabbedachairandsatwiththe



otherladies.

Bonnieopenedhisarmsandtightlyembraced

Lesedi.

Bonnie:girlyouareagenius,48points?SediI'mso

proudofyou

Lesedi:(shyly)thanksalotbigbrother

Bonnie:orebeilemommepengnnaka.Sotellme

whatdoyouintendtostudy.

Lesedi:Medicine,Iwanttobecomeasurgeon

Bonnie:lovthesoundofthat.

Lesedi:haha



MeanwhilemommyconversedwithLuciaand

MmaCwhiledaddyjoinedBonnieandLesedi.

Mommy:congratsMmagweSediyoumustbea

proudmother.Lesedihasreallyoutdoneherself

Lucia:thanksmamashereallydidwelldespitethe

challengeswefaced.

Mommy:Iguessyoumustberelieved.Havingagirl

childisnotajoke.Oneisalwayswonderinghow

shewillturnout.

Lucia:verytruemmeLesedienehasalwaysbeena

focusedchild

Mommy:youareblessed.Wejustcameto

congratulateher.MysonjustarrivedfromGabs



andhejustcouldn'twaittoseehissister.

Lucia:wearehumbledbyyourlovethanksalot

MmaBasiame.

Mom:youarewelcome

ShestoodandwalkedovertowhereLesediand

otherswereseated..

Mom:congratulationsmmamontlenyane

Lesedi:thanksmom.ButIwantmysis.Whyis

everyonehereexcepther.IwantmyLele.

Mom:hahahasheisnotwellthough(lying)shesaid

Ishouldcongratulateyouthough.



Daadysecretlystoleaglanceatthecartheycame

with.Buthewasjustontemp.Hedidn'tthinkhe

wasgettingmuchtoaffordacar.Maybehe

borroweditfromsomeonewhichwasriskywhatif

somethinghappenstoit.

Lesedi:okifsheisstillnotwellIwillcheckher

tomorrow.Howdidshedoinhermathsand

sciences.

Mom:shedidn'tdowellthemma

Lesedi:ohoKIwishshecouldhavebeenmystudy

partneranywayshecouldstilltryothersubjects

nexttimemaybesheisjustnotamathsand

scienceperson.

Mom:(sadly)yahyouareright.IshouldgetgivingI

promisedherIwon'tbelong.



Lesedi:pleasegreetherforme.

Mom:Bonnielet'sgetgoingyouwillcatchiopwith

yoursisnexttime.

Bonnie:(teasing)Lelekanakemama'sbaby.Faa

lwalakanaeverythingstops

Lesedi:hahahaemisagorumolamysister

Bonnie.Hahabyedearwillcatchup.

Binnie:thereisstillalottotalkabout.OhyahIhave

aplanmommygowithdaddyandYarrynnaI'mstill

catchingupwithmysisterbathong.Iwillcomelater

Bobobroughtabigbowlofmeatandchakalakaand

handedtomummy.



Mom:thanksalotmyboy.Gaoatsayanamayotlhe

yaBanatota

Bobo:nnyaammanamaentsi

Mom:BanabagaMmaMosweutlhebabantleebile

banalemaitseo.Lewenapapaonalesetshwano

sagaLesedi.

Bobo:hahahaMmaBasiameLesedieleshotoJaana.

Mom:mmelewena.Ithinkyouworkalotinthesun

bosweuboile.PlusleItshenyakadidreadTseTsa

lona.Butmmehelaomontlepapa.Thatalegone.

Bobo:hahaha!mmaBwaitseyoumademyday

today.Abrokepersonlikemegagonkegotweo

montlelebanyanabankganahelabadumeladiphiri.

Hahaha!Iwillhavetomakemoneykennemontle



thata.

Mom:truehahaha!Tankipapa.Reatsamaya.Tell

yourmomweareleaving.

Bobo:okbyethanksforcoming.

DaddythenbumpedfistswithBoboandwavedto

Lesedi.

Daddy:gakeabologolaelabatho.Yarryareye

mummywillfindusinthecar.

MeanwhileLuciacameoutofthehousewithabig

sliceofcakewrappedwithafoil.

Lucia:MmaBgivethistoLele.Wereallyappreciate

yourpresenceherebathong.Thiswasnot



supposedtobeabigpartybutyoumadeit.Weare

sohappyforyoursupport.

Mom:weareallproudofLesedithat'swhywe

came.ThanksalotMmaMosweuforthehospitality.

YouhavebeautifulchildrenkentsekebolelelaBobo

goreomontlethata.

Lucia:hahahaBobo!MathataBobootshabametsi

mmeeneomontlengwanake.Whenhewasalittle

boypeopleusedtothinkhewasagirlbareo

montlethata.

Mom:hahaha!Icanimagine.Blessedday

-Totheotherladieswhowerestillsittingon

chairs.)Gosiamebomme

Them:Gosiame.



SherushedtothecarandjoineddaddyandYarona.

Thenhedroveaway.

MeanwhileBonnieandLesedisatonchairsleaning

againsttheverandawallchatting.

Bonnie:girlhowdidyoupasslikethat?Imeanyou

hammeredallthesubjects.HowdidyoudoitSedi?

Lesedi:hahahaitwasn'treallyhard.Mychallenging

subjectwasSetswanaonly.IusedtogetCsforit

butnowIpasseditcosIgotaB.Otherwisewith

othersubjectsIgrabbedtheconceptswhenwe

weretaught.Idon'tusuallyreadalotbutIlistena

lotinclass.FarerutwaIscribblenotesofconcepts

Iwanttokeepinmind.IfIdon'tunderstand

something,Iask.Iusedtoaskalotofquestionsin

classandsomeofmyclassmatesthoughtkea

phapha.Becausekenekelemothoobatlanggo

tlhaloganyetsaseloruriclass.



Bonnie:ahmmaogenius.

Lesedi:hahathanksalot.

Bonnie:Iwillbewithyouthroughtheway.

Lesedi:okBonnieenoughaboutme.Tellmeabout

you.ThattimewefirstmetIwasafraidofyou.You

seemedtoostrictandweliterallysaidnothingto

eachotherexcepthi.I'msurprisedyouarethis

relaxednow.

Bonnie:hahakenekepeka.SometimesItrytolook

aftermymom.Beingafirstbornischallenging.I

thoughtyouwereathreattoourfamilypeace.Iwas

overprotective.

Lesedi:hahahareallynowIgetit



Bonnie:yahbutthenwhenIwasaloneIrealizedI

wasjustoverreacting.Irealizedyouwerejusta

child.That'swhenIstartedcallingyouonceina

while.

Lesedi:Istillfearedyouwhenyoucalled.Iwas

neverreallysurewhattosaytoyou

Bonnie:hahahagonennakeatsenwaLesedi.

SometimesIfeelmydaddyistoosoftthatswhen

ketlabongkennaunfriendly.KanaleLeleIfeelmy

parentsweretoosoftonhernkaboasafeila.They

weretimeseanengalalanagengatlogelwahela

goreetswamaakaagagwe.Leleusedtobe

intelligentLesedi.Standard7shegotanA.Form3

shegotaB.GoSupafelagorenkaboanalebo36

bo38points.Sheistooplayful

Lesedi:eish.LeeneLeleIsometimesdon't



understandher.KanaIreallywantedtostudywith

herbutshewassometimestoodistant.Kooreone

timeshewasexcitedaboutmebeingwithherand

thenextshewasnotinthemood.Isometimesfelt

likeanintrudersoIjustdecidedtostayatmyhome

Bonnie:sheistooplayfulyoo.Oneaakanyagoreo

tlaredibuka.That'swhyshewasdodgingyou.It's

notlikeshehatesyou.Shewasevenquickto

acceptyouthanme.Shelovedtheideaofasister.

Omoborilekadithutofelannake.

Lesedi:hahahaareyouseriousBonnie?

Bonnie:yes

LuciaandMmaCtookthechairsintothehouse

whileMmaBridgetbidthemgoodbye.Bobo

collectedtheremainingchairsandpickeduppaper

cupsthatwerelyingabout.



Lucia:Sedigaotsenelemoengmontlonggolate

jaanongplusmonang.

Bonnie:ahbutIthinkit'sOKheremam.Go

coolnyana.

Lucia:okay

Everyonegotinsidethehouseandtheyremained

outsideastheirconversationgotmoreandmore

interesting...

EVERYCHILDHASHISORHEROWNUNIQUE

CHARACTERITCANNEVERBEEASYBEINGA

PARENT.FATHERSAREHEADSOFTHEFAMILY

THEYPLAYQUITEAVITALROLE.LET'SLOOKOUT

FORMORECOMINGINSERTSTOSEEHOWJAKES'

CHARACTERASAFATHEROFFOURUNFOLDS.



HAPPYFATHER'SDAYALLTHEFATHERSOUT

THERE.
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Thebrightnessofthestreetlightstogetherwith

Lucia'soutdoorlightmadetheeveningasbrightas

day.TheboysranaroundkickingtheirballasBobo

wasbusypickinglitterandtakinghisspeakersto

thehouse.Lesediwashedthebowlsinaabigbowl

onatableinforntofthehousewhileBonniehelped

herrinse.Theycontinuedchattingastheycleaned

upeverythingthatwasusedandwipedthetable

beforefoldingitup.



Lesedi:sowenaBonnietellmeaboutyourself

Whatareyoucurrentlydoing?

Bonnie:nnaIdidDegreeinBusinessAdministration.

ThenIgotatemporaryjobinthisotherinvestment

companycalledMoneyMatters.Ebilekenekee

batelwakemamacosweareactuallyher

company'sassetmanager.Thenmalobakeboke

ipatlelasekgoropanyanaseebilekeithobogilekere

tempyafela.I'vebeensavingforitsinceIgot

engaged.Thenboomlekwalola5yrscontractso

I'mhiredastheirBusinessAnalystnow.

Lesedi:wowthat'smybroorayakegoditsegoriana.

Iloveit,I'mimpressed

Bonnie:soIcametosharethegoodnewswithmy

familybutIcameasfastasIcouldwhenIheard

aboutyou,andsawyourresults.Iwassooproud

tellingallmyfriendsIhaveageniussister



Lesedi:haha!thanksalotforbeingacaringbig

brother.ImreallyhumbledIdidn'texpectyouto

come.ButI'mgladyoudid.

Bonnie:welcomeLilsis.

Lesedi:okaynextquestion.NnaI'mtooinquisitive,o

tlaitshwarela.Anygirlinthepicture?Imeanlikeare

youdating?

Bonnie:ahowaiI'msinglethemma.EishImstillto

learnthedatinggame.Ithinkkengameor

something.GapegongweI'mtooserious.My

relationshipsneverlastsoI'mtakingabreakto

introspect

Lesedi:haha!kebolawakekengameelegoregao

bechebigbrother



Bonnie:ahnnamonnaSediIgrewupkehussler.

Daddyusednottogivememoneytotagapekenna

ketshabagokopa.SothelittleIhadIbudgetedto

thelastthebe.Igrewupwithmygrandparentsuntil

Ifinishedschool.Theytaughtmegotsutlaganya.

Haha.sogologatenggonegonkgwisabanyana

bamaGaborone.Butithelpedmefocus.Nnamy

grandparentstaughtmethatmonnakemoraka.

Monnaisaprovider.Youworkhardandsavethen

youfindtherightwomanoboomoagelaomo

spoilerelemosadiwagago.Notjustanyothergirl.

SokanathisGabsgirlsbabatlagorekgwediya

ntlhahelalekopanaoboomobugetelahalfyour

salary,diwigtsama2k,dinalamakeupgakebuwe.

Ijustcouldn'tkeepupwiththatpace.

Lesedi:yohthat'sdeepyousoundsomaturethough.

Hahahagirlsareexpensivebathongjoh!

Bonnie:allmyfriendssayI'mboringbecausekenna



keBuaditheorytsabannaBagolo.ButIguessthey

willworkforme.I'mactuallyamorakaguyandI

evenknowitbetterthandaddy

Lesedi:seriously?

Bonnie:yespapakemothowatoropoIdon'tblame

himthough.That'sthelifeheknowsbettergape

gonemmehetriedtogiveusabetterlife.Mme

helathereismoretolifethanthistownlife.

Lesedi:yahIgetyou.

Bonnie:sowenagaojoleakerennakakebelaela

nkabolayamothotota.

Lesedi:hahaha!nowyousoundlikeBobo.NoI'm

single.



Bonnie:howdidyoumanagebcosLeleeneoka

tswaadiilwekegoneshestartedthesethingsa

Balaboform3.

Lesedi:lennaInearlystartedatformthree.There

wasthisguyIfellfor.Totakenekemorata

Bonnie:hahahabarerata.OBalaform3oitseeng

kamarato

Lesedi:hahaIfeltitakereBonnie.OKpleaselisten

Bonnieneh.Thisguywasmymom'snurse.Hewas

suchacharmergapeanalemaitseohelaeboke

morata.Thenoutofnowherehejustgrewdistanta

tholaasancheke.Kooregoneitwasawkward.It

wasthattimeIwasatyourplaceforthefirsttime

andmyphonefellonthezincthenkebokeeBaya

kontle.Itdisappeared.Duringtheeveningfake

setsekerekeleletsaguykefaaseinteresteda

lebegaalemomodumong.AndIcouldn'treally

understandwhatwasgoingon.Itookitasasign



thatIshouldleavedatingandfocusonschool.Cos

totaIreallycouldn'taffordtofailduetostresssa

mosimane.Ijustletgo.Onlytohearthatheonce

cametoseemeBoboaboamokoba.AheyBoboo

ntshenyeditse.Butbcosgapeeneelenakoyadi

examIjustletgoandfocused.Fromtheretotaall

theguysthataskedmeoutnekesenasepelebone.

Thismorningwhenwewereatpickandpaywith

momIbumpedonhimandIfeltnothingtotaandhe

lookeddifferent.Gaasatholealemontlejaaka

Pele.AhIthinkI'mjustafraidtostartdating.There

arealotofstorieskadating.

Bonnie:Sediyouaretoomature.Ilikeit.Okareyour

sisterokagoutlwa.KanaNnakeoratabasimane

gapeofithelaabaokaaaperebokamponwana.Ga

tweI'mtoostrictonher.Ionlywantthebestforher

kana.Lookathernowshefailedbecauseofboys.

Anywayhopeshewillchange

.

Lesedi:yahshewill.



Bonnie:Sediit'slateletmegohome.Wewillkeepin

touch

.

(Takingoutp100note.)

Youwillbuysomething,data,airtimeoranything

youwant.Thegiftwillstillcome.Thisisnotthegift

neh

Lesedi:owthanksalotbigbro.

Bonnie:suresisishouldgetgoingnow.

Lesedi:Ireallyenjoyedyourcompany.Thanksalot

itreallymeansalot.Spendingtimewithyouwas

amazing.



TheystoodandBonniebideveryonegoodbyeand

left.AsSedipickedallthebowlsandplacedthemin

thekitchenandjoinedtherestofthefamily

watchingTV.

MeanwhileontheirwayhomeMavisandJacob

conversedabouttheirchildrenwhileYarrywas

strappedonthebackseateyesfixedonhistablet

playinggames.

Jacob:sobabeyoumeanBonniehaveareallike

realjobwhichenabledhimtobuyacar.

Mavis:hunthat'stooignorant.Youshouldbe

knowingwhatexactlyyoursonisworkingas.

Bonniewasatempandhegotabout8kamonth.

Heworkedforaninvestmentcompany.Nowthey

gavehima5yrscontractheiscurrentlyaBusiness

Analyst.I'msureheisgettingalotthistimehe

didn'tshowmehissalary.ButwiththatpostI'm

sureheisgettingalotandI'mproudofhim.



Jacob:wowthat'sgoodnews.Ithoughthesaidhe

wasoninternship.(Jokingly)Kentsekesakope

ngwanakeMadikanteoamogelaMadiamantsi

JaanawowI'mimpressed!

Mavis:Jakesrrahisinternshiponlylasted4months

thenhegota5monthstemp.Theykeptincreasing

thecontractuntilnowtheygivehimabetterpostya

5yrscontract.

Jacob:thisisamazingnews.Ireallyneedtosit

downwithmysonandhearfromhim.Isurelydon't

knowalotabouthimandit'snotfunnyanymore.(he

sighedsadly)I'vebeenbadinparentingBonnielike

seriously.Babethanksalotforbeingasuch

hardworkingmomyouknoweverythingaboutthem

youmakeparentingwithyousoeasy.

Mavis:youarethebestfatherJakesdon'tdoubt



yourself.Youjusthavetoimproveafewthingsbut

youaredoingbetterthanmostmen.

ShelookedatYaronasoftlysnoringattheback

passenger'sseatwhileheheldhistablet.She

smiledandlookedathim.

Mavis:hahahamonnamogoloolapile!I'mproudto

bethemotherofyourchildren.Babeit'snotgoing

tobeaneasyjourneybutweneedeachothermore

thaneverbefore.

Jacob:hahah!Olapilengwanake.theyplayedalot

withthoseboys.

Mavis:(sighedseriously)Iwishthingswerediffrent

Jacobsloweddownattheirgateandlookedathis

wifethoughtfully.



Jacob:Mavareyouokay?

Mav:babeletmeopenthegateretsenekeyego

robatsangwanawewilltalk.

Jacob:whatnow!youarescaringme.

Mavishoppedoffthecarandslidopenthegateas

Jakesdrovethroughtothegarage.

Shefollowedhiminsidethehouse.Jacobcarried

Yarrytohisroomandtuckedhimonhislittlebed.

Heplacedhistabletonthesidetable.Hethen

switchedoffthelightandwalkedout.Mommy

knockedsoftlyonmydoorandIopened.

Mavis:IwasjustcheckingifyouareokayLesedi

saidIshouldpasshergreetings.

Me:(yawning)I'mfine,I'msleepy.OKthanks.



Mavis:sleepwellbabywewillcontinueour

conversationtomorrow.

Me:okay

Ipushedmydoorshutandsliddownonthefloor

breakingdownintears.Lesediwaseverythingto

thefamilyandIfeltlikenothing.Mommycould

evenleavemealonetorushtoLesedi.Mymind

wanderedasIhelplesslycriedlikeabrokenchildon

thecoldfloorofmyroom.

MOMMYsteppedintoherroom.Shetookoffher

clothesandpickedhertoiletrybagwalkingintotheir

bathroomtotakeashower.Fewminuteslater

daddyjoinedherintheshower.Theyshoweredfor

awhilequietlyuntilfewminuteslaterwhentheylaid

quietlyontheirbed.

Jacob:MavI'mstillawaitingtohearwhat'sgoingon.



Mav:JakesLeleispregnant...

Jacob:What?
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Mav:yesmyloveourdaughterispregnant.We

alreadyconfirmedfromaDoctor.JustbeforeI

finishedaskingheraboutwhoimpregnantedher

Bonniecameinandwewereexcitedaboutthecar

andthenwelefttotheparty.

Heheavedahugesighandlookedawayfrustrated.

Hisheartcrackedatthewordsshejustuttered.



Jacob:thisisquiteablowMav,wheredidwefail

withLele?

Mav:wedidnotfailmyloveshejustchoseherpath.

Lelechoseherpath.IhavesatdownwithLele

severaltimeslastyearaftershefailedform5and

advisedher.KebuileleLelethata.Youwereclose

toLelemorethananychildinthishouseshejust

decidedtofollowherownpath.Gagonagorereka

reng.Wejusthavetoacceptthisasmuchaswe

acceptedLesedi.

Jacob:whydoyouhavetocompareeverythingthat

happensherewithLesedi.Whycan'tyoubepositive

foroncekaLesediMavis.Keaitsegorekengwana

wanyatsi.Butshecan'tbecomparedtoeveryflop

inthishouse.

Mav:gaonkutlweJakesI'mnotcomparinganything



IwasjustsayingthiswholeissueyagaLelelet's

justacceptitlikeweacceptedLesediinourlives

eventhoughwedidn'texpecther.Especiallymeka

wenaoneontseoitse.

Daddyshookhishead

Jacob:MavIcan'tbelievethis.Lesedi'sissueand

Lele'sarecompletelydifferent.Leleisagreat

disappointment.Wevegivenherasecondchance

aftershefailedandlookatwhatshedid.Onthe

otherhandLesedithoughshewasachildyoudid

notexpect,shemadeusallproud.Sheisagenius.

I'msureallofyouareproudtobeassociatedwith

her.

Mav:itdoesnotmakeherbetterthanLelethough.

Jacob:(annoyed)didIeversaysheisbetterthan

anyone.WhyareweeventalkingaboutLesedi



insteadoftalkingaboutLelewhoiscurrently

pregnant.

Mav:IwantedyoutoshiftyourfocusonLesediand

seegorenowthereisabigchallengeaboutyour

otherdaughter.Howisshegoingtofeelwhenall

talkisaboutLesediinthishouse.Opasitsegake

ganebutnowrenalekgwethoyangwanawarona

Jakes,Lele,whatdowedo?

Jacob:nnawampalelaMaviswejusthavetotalk

aboutLelethenyoubringinLesedigotswafawa

omanakooregakegothaloganye.Areyoustill

jealousofLesediMav?

Mav:jealousareyouhearingyourself?Youare

unbelievableJakes.HowcanyouthinkIcanbe

jealousofachild,Lesediisjustachild.Whatdoes

shehasthatIasoldasIamcanbejealousof.Mxm

obatlagontenawaitse!



Jacob:butthenwhyareyouactinglikethis.

Mav.Let'sstoptalkingaboutLesediandtalkabout

Lele.

Mav:ngng!NoJakeslesa.Togelaandconcentrate

onyourstarkid.NtlogelelangwanakeIwillsee

whattodo.TsamayakogoLucialengwanawalona

waMa48points.Wamekelefeilara.

Shepulledtheduvetoverherfaceandcoveredher

selfastearsfilledhereyes.

Jacobstaredatherstillnotbelievingwhatjust

happened.Avoidingfurtherargumentshewalked

outtotheloungeandjoinedBonniewatchingan

actionmovieatthesittingroom.Hesatnexttohim

andwatched.



Bonnie:ahpapaIthoughtyouareallsleeping.When

Iwalkedin,thehousewastooquiet.Ihopethe

volumeisnottooloud.

Jacob:ahit'sokayboy,thevolumeisjustfine.Let's

justwatchtogether.Icouldn'tsleep.SoIleftyour

momtorestketlekediedienakokwano.Gakena

borokofela.

Bonnie:ohokay.Nnammekelebeletseactionisit

okay?

Jacob:absentminded)..

Bonnie:daddy!

Jacob:Bonnie



Bonnie:Ijustaskedifactionmovieisokay.Areyou

okay?

Jacob:ohyahI'mfine.I'mjustfinewithanything

Bonnie:ok.

Bonniestaredathimworriedly.Itseemedlikehis

mindwasoccupiedwithsomethingbuthejust

couldaskmorequestions.Afewminuteslaterhe

brokethesilence.

Jacob:boycongratulationsonthenewcar.Iknow

I'venotbeenreallyagoodfather.ButhonestlyI'm

proudofyouboy.Yourmomtoldmeallaboutyour

successesI'msorryforbeingclosednotallowing

youtobeopenwithmeaboutyourlife.I'vebeena

badfathertoallofyouincludingLesediandLele.

I'vemadealotofmistakesinthisfatherhoodthing

butboyI'mproudthatyoumadeitevenwhenIdid



notholdmyhandthroughallthechallenges.Iknow

younevereventoldmeaboutyourwetdreamsor

yourfirstcrushbecauseIwastoobusyforyou.Boy

I'msorrythatIneglectedyouasmyfirstborn.My

firstboychild.ButIrepeatitagainI'mproudofwho

youturnedouttobe.I'mgladboyyoumadeit

withoutme.(Sadly)Iwishallmychildrencouldbe

celebratingtheirsuccessesbutonedidn'tmakeit.

I'msureshewillriseoverthis.

Helookedawayashiseyesshonewithtears

gatheringandfloodingtheeyelids.Helookedup

withanefforttopreventthemfromdroppingdown

infrontofhissonbutaloneonefailedhimand

rolleddownashequicklywipeditaway.Bonnie

worriedlypausedthemovieandfacedhimtaking

hishandonhis.

Bonnie:papadon'tbethissad.Don'tblameyourself

foranything.Iamabigmanbecausewenale

mamaplayedapartinraisingme.Ialwaystell



peopleI'maboyofmanyparents.Irememberthose

dayswhenyouinsistedonmecomingtostaywith

youbutmygrandparentsweretooattachedtome

theycouldn'tletgo.Wearenotclosebecauseke

goletsekoboNkuku.it'snotabadthing.It'snotcos

youareabadparent.Papayouareasweetman.

AndI'msureyouwereclosertoLelethanI.I

rememberwhenyoutooplannedasurprisefor

mom.Itwasimpressive.IwasnottherebutIheard

everythingwasbeautiful.YouandLelemakeagood

team.Shewillalsoriselikeallofus.Don'tblame

yourselfforherfailure.Youdidallyoucouldto

raiseherwell.Leleisplayful.Butshewillgrowup

onedayI'msure.Wejustneedtostopbabysitting

her.

Releasingahugesighhespatthewords.

Jacob:sheispregnantBonnie..Leleispregnant.

Bonnie:whatno!Areyouseriouspapa.Leleislike



19.!

Jacob:yessheis19andpregnantandfailedform

fivetwice.Andhermomisfightingmebecauseshe

isthinkingI'mfocusingontheperfectLesediand

neglectingthetroubledLele.Shejusttoldmenow

andwecouldn'tevenfinishtheconversationcos

shegotangryatmeandkeptcomparingLeleto

Sedi.Idon'tknowwhattodo.I'mhelplessmaybeI

failedwithLele.

Bonnie:noyoudidn'tfail.Lelemadeherbedlether

lieonit.Leleoneakgalemelwaasautlwepapaa

lalamonagengaretabogisamasigo.Nowit'snot

timeforustocrythatsheispregnant.Letherbe

andlearnfromhermistakes.Thisshouldbeaneye

openerformysister.Wecan'tkeepcleaningher

mess.Letherlearndaddy.Gatwethefatherke

mang?

Jacob:Idon'tevenknow



Bonnie:ahpapathisisnotevenworthyourtears.

Lelegaaseriouskalife.Wecan'tbeworryingabout

hereneatshameketseruri.IusedtositLeledown

kemorutabotshelo.Shedecidedtotakeherown

route.Iwon'tbecryingoverhercoskennakekemo

gakolotseogannegontheetsa.Lelonayou

shouldn'tbefightingoverLele.LesangLeleabone

gorereneremokgalemelang.

Jacob:it'snoteasybeingaparentmyboy.

Bonnie:yahnehgothatapapa.Letmemakecoffee.

Retsweledisemovie.IwilltotalktoLeleinthe

morningforyoudon'tworrythiswillteachhera

lesson.

Jacob:yahifyousayso.AegorogeKofipapa.

TheylaugheditoffasBonniedisappearedintothe



kitchen.Fewminuteslaterhesteppedoutwithtwo

steamingcupsofcoffee.

MeanwhileinmyroomItossedandturnedunable

tosleep.Theresponsesofthosetwoguysleftme

helplessandIcouldbelieveatnineteenIwas

carryingafatherlesschildwithnofuture.Iwasa

badperson,arealbadperson.Iwaseviltomy

sister.Ican'tevencongratulateherbecauseofmy

ownselfishreasons.Icouldn'tevenfaceheror

anyoneelse.Ilookedatmypillsasseveral

thoughtscrossedmymind.Itwasthelongestnight

ever.

AtAlex'shouse

Alexlaidthoughtfullyonhisbedfacingtheceiling

asshepicturedLesedi'ssmileandperfectbody.He

imaginedhislipsonhers.Heimaginedherona

mermaidweddinggownwalkingdowntheaisleas

hepatientlywaitedforher.Hecouldimagine



himselfliftingofftheveilandkissinghimthen

holdingherhandsandwalkingtogetherforeternity.

Thiswasthegirlofhisdreams.Thewifehehad

alwaysdreamtofwhenhewasjustakid.Butit

seemedlikehefailedtoimpressherenough.It

seemslikeheislosingher.Earlieronwhenthey

metshewasjusttoocoldanduninterested.

Hesighedsadlyandswallowedhard,heinstantly

gotangryathimself.WhathappenedtoAlexthego

getter.Alexthedreamer.Whereishe?Healso

wantedtobeaDrbuthisresultssettledhimfor

nursingbutwhenshemetagirlwhowantedtobea

doctorhewasintriguedandhighlymotivated.Then

somebadspiritkeptfollowinghim.Whyonearth

didhesleepwithhisfriend'sgirlfriend?Whatifthe

childishis.Thatwillchangealotofthingsabout

him.Ifatallindeedthechildishishewillhaveto

eventuallyacceptitanddohisroleasafather.His

mindkeptwanderingandwanderinguntilhewas

startledbyaphonecallfromOb.Hisheartskipped

buthejustpicked.



Ob:dudehow's?

AlexboyI'mfine

Ob:monnathatcrazygirlKellykanashesmsedme

sayingsheispregnant.ImeanIwaswithherfor

onlyaweekoneantseajola.Andgapewewere

usingprotectionexceptforonedaywhe...

Alex:thereisadayyoudidn'tuseprotection?

Ob:yahherverylastdayatmyhouse.Tsatileke

nengketswamorakeng.Iregretteditthough.Ne

eleletimonahelalenthayalereIwantitraw.But

mmekanaIboughthermorningafters.Keipotsa

goredikgonagosekegoberekaeish!

Alexkeptquiteforawhileandsighedasawaveof



guiltstruckhim.Hethoughtthatwasthesameday

healsohaditrawwithKelly.

Ob:eishmonnaAlexkanakoorethatchicIdon't

trusther.Thatnightwhenwehadsexshewas

extremelywetmoelenggoreIwonderedif

someonecameandhadsexwithherinmyabsence.

Thethoughtjustcrossedmymindatsamailele

gale.ThenIbrusheditoffmaybeitwascosshe

wasonovulation.

Alex:(heartskipped)ahIdoubtifshecouldbringa

guytoyourhouseduringyourabsence.Maybeit

wasovulationlikeyouaresaying.SowagoIra

Jangbrayaka?

Ob:Idon'tknow.Advisemethemonnakeyago

apayaJoycekasizemangnemonnafaautlwadilo

Tse.



Alex:eishIcanimagine.It'seitheroitatolafelaor

givehermoneytodestroy.

Ob:eishboKellybachildishfagongweosetsea

boleletseboMmagwe.Iwillcallherfirstthinginthe

morningbeforethewholeissueblowsout.Maybe

rekayagoentshaifaiseabuecosIthinkobo2

months.

Alex:yahakere.BoyimstressedoverLesediIwant

herbackandsheseemstobenotwilling.She

changedherno.KanaIdon'tknowhernewnoshe

changednumbers.

Ob:youlikethischicwaShiawaitse.Heelawareke

eneLesedi?

Alex:yahsheisLesedi



Ob:Kellythattimetoldmeshehadanewsisterwho

isafewdaysapartfromhernamedLesedi.Gatwe

thaemaenemoitatotsegaseenewagagotota.

Akex:what?Areyouserious

Ob:,ee

Alex:that'sstrangecozLesedioncetoldmea

similarstoryyagoreonaleahalfsisterbutIdon't

rememberthenameshesaid.Mmekanathatnight

shesentmeamessagearerekgaoganesheslept

gonekosisterwagagwe.

Ob:amme?WhatiftherearesistersMonna

Hisheartskipped.



Alex:ahIdoubtmonna,ahIdon'tthinksoitsjus

coincidence.

Ob:okifusayso

Alex:yaharelesegoakanyathata.Ihavetosee

whattodotofindLesedi'snumber.

Ob:yahlennakenalekgwethoyagoleletsaKels.I

can'tloseJoyceoverastupidgirllikeKelly.

Alex:yahyoucan't.
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Athome

EarlymorningIletaloudscreamtouchingmy

tummyasabdominalpainsstruckme.Irolledon

thefloorofmyroomasmyheartbitfaster.Myhead

throbbedandtherestoftheworldbecame

detached.AllIcouldconcentrateonwasthepain

rooteddeepinmyhead.Theabdominalpains

increasedcrushingmeandleavingmeincapableof

everything.Iwantedtocrybutthetearswon'troll

anymore.Inaudiblescreamsescapedmyquivering

lips.AsIstaredatemptycontainersofpillsonmy

floor.OhmyGodwhathaveIdone.WhatifIdie?

Suddenlythesqueakysoundofmybedroomdoor

startledmeasmymomthrewitopen.Shewasall

dressedinherformalwear,readytoleaveforwork.

Whenhereyesfellonmeherheartnearlyfelloutof

hermouth.

Mom:Lele!WhatisgoingonLele?GodLelewhat

haveyoudone.Jesusngwanayoompontshang.



Igrittedmyteethhelplesslyaspainstruckmeonce

morestillonthefloor.Mommypanickedlookingout

andliterallyscreameddaddyandBonnie'snames.

Theyallrushedthroughandsurroundedme.Daddy

quicklypickedmeandcarriedmetothecarasthe

restfollowedhim.Mommygotinthefront

passengersseatandhepressedtheaccelerator

andhurriedout.Ifeltlikemylifewasslippingaway

andsuddenlyblackedout.

Atthehospitaldaddyrushedthroughthecorridors

carryingmeasmommytearfullyranbehindher.

Theysatonthebenchesanxiouslywaitingforthe

doctor.

Mom:JakesIcan'tlosemyonlydaughter,whyis

thishappeningtome.MaybeIwastooharshonher.

Ishouldhavereassuredherthateverythingwillbe



fine.

Holdingherhand

Jacob:(Sighingfrustratedscratchinghishead)no

Mav.Let'sjustbehopefulshewillbefine.Don't

blameyourself

Minuteslaterthedoctorcameoutandtheyall

stoodholdingeachothertryingtosearchforhis

emotionsbuttheycouldn'treadhim.Maviswas

desperatelyshakingpleadingwithhimtotellhim

whethereverythingwillbeokay.Buthecalledthem

tohisoffice.

Lateronthatday

AtNyangagbweHospital

LuciasmiledandsatdownfacingtheDr.afterhe



didalltheexaminationonher.Helaidbackonhis

chair,placinghisstethoscopeonthetableand

openedherfile.

Dr.:MmaMosweuI'mproudtotellyouthatyouare

stillcleanandclearfromcancer.Thereisstillno

growthatthemoment.I'mgladyouarethiswell

andfit.Keeptakingcareofyourself.

Lucia:I'mhumbledDr.Wecanonlythankour

creatorforheistheonlyonewhoknowswhatthe

futureholds.

Dr:verytruemam,Ireallylikeyourfaith.Godshall

foreverprotectyou.Otherwisehowarethekids

doing?

Lucia:thekidsaredoingwellDoc.



Dr:Therewasthatotheronewhousedtocomeand

checkyou.shewassuchacheerfulchildandquite

intelligent,whereisshe?

Herfacelitandherlipscurvedintoabroadsmile.

Lucia:otengDoc.Andsheisstillpassionateabout

beingaDr.Shejustgot48pointsinherBGSCEand

I'mactuallyproudofher.

Dr.:wowthat'samazingnewstohearmam.Imsure

youareoverthemoonaboutit.It'sraretofinda

childeasilychasingherdreamsthisdays.

Parentingisnotajoke.

Lucia(withabroadbeam):andthatgirlmakesit

easierformeeveryday.

MeanwhilewhiletheywerestilltalkingAlex



knockedonceandentered.HenoticedLuciaand

smiledbowinglowtogreether.

Lucia:hellosonhowareyou?

Alex:I'mwellthankyouandhowareyoumam?

Lucia:thanksI'mgood

Alex:DocIbroughtintheotherfileyourequested

forthepatientcomingat12.

Dr:okayIwasjustwrappingupwithMmaMosweu.

Shecangowithyousothatyoubookforhernext

appointment

Alex:okayDoc.



Dr:wearedonemmaMosweuyoucanleavewith

him.Staysafeandtakecare,seeyounextcheckup.

Lucia:thanksalotDocI'msohumbled.

Dr:mypleasure.

ShefollowedAlexoutoftheofficeandshewaited

bythebenchesashedisappearedtosomeroom

andcamebackminuteslaterwithsomefile.

Alex:showingherwherehewrotethedates)Mma

Mosweuhereisthedateforyournextvisit.

Lucia:thanksalotpapa.

Alex:youarewelcome



Sheturnedaroundwalkingaway.

Alex:hesitantly)MmaMosweujustaminute.

Lucia(turningtohim):okaykelebetsesengwemy

boy.

Alex:nokenekereIwanttocongratulateLesedibut

Ilostherno.Soletmejustcongratulateyouit'sall

yourworksmam.Lesediisanoutstandingchild.

Youdidwellraisingher.

Lucia:ohthat'sweetofyoumyboythanks.

Alex:IalsowantedtobeaDoctorbutIdidn'tdothat

wellatschool.Isettledfornursingbutdeepdown

inmyheartIalwaysknowthatmydreamistobea

Dr.I'mgladLesediworkshardtoachieveherdream.

Sheissuchararechild.Iguessyouareproudof

her.



Lucia:I'msoproudofherbutyouarealsoagood

child.ThemosthumblenurseI'veeverseen.

Modimoagookeketsepapa.Okaygivemeapiece

I'dpaper,Icanwritedownmyno.foryou.Youcan

alwayscheckherfrommyphone.Idon'twanta

situationwhereshewillthinkIhavegivenawayher

phoneno.withoutherconsent.Gapebanaba

basimanegabatshephagalenowadays

Alex:Iunderstand

Hesmiledgivingherapieceofpaperthenshe

scribbledherno.Shewalkedawayashesmiled

savingthenoonhisphone.Thenhewentbackto

workwithmoreenthusiasm.
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Ataprivatehospital

TheDoctorsatdownandfacedtheworriedcouple

Mavis:soDocissheokay?Areyousuremy

daughterisokay?

Dr.Wemanagedtoflushthepillsoutofhersystem.

Wecanneverbesureiftheywillaffectthe

developingfetusornotsinceit'sstillata

developingstagebutthescanshowsthatit'sstill

aliveandthereisaheartbeat.

Mavis:thankyouJesusthatmydaughterisokay.I

wouldn'thavesurvivedifshekilledherself.God

whyisthisgirldoingthistome?



Dr:we'veactuallyreferredhertoasocialworkerto

gothroughcounseling.Wewilldischargeher

tomorrowthenshewillbegoingthroughcounseling.

Itmighthavebeenworsehadsheingested

somethingfatal.Whateversheisgoingthroughshe

needsyoursupportasparents.Sheisstilla

teenager.Ifyoutermhersituationhopelessshewill

notsurvivethis

Mavis:ketsayagoreoutlwangakaJacob?

Jacob:loudandclear.

Dr.Andthisisnotthetimefortheblamegame.If

youblameeachotherinfrontofhershemayblame

herselfforyourfightsandenduplosingitagain.

Jacob:eengakareautlwa.Wewilldoourbestin

supportingher.



Dr:itcanneverbeeasy

Mav:butIjustthankGodandyouforsavingher.

Shereallyfreakedmeout.

Dr:yahwethankGod.

SuddenlyWhiletheywerestilltalkingmyphone

ranginmymothersbag.

MommytookitoutandreadthecallerID.

Mavis:maybeIshouldtakethis

Shesaidasshesteppedoutoftheofficeleaving

JacobandtheDrstillchatting

Shepickedthephoneandsaidnothing.



Ob:Kellyyoucan'tbeblamingmeforyour

pregnancy.LikeIsaidIhaveawoman.SoIcan't

Loseheroveryou.TlaoteseyeMadiontshegolo

moo.It'snotyetababy.Twomonthsfoetusgase

diloTseokadilelang..ke..

Mavis:(angrily)what!boyyouthinkyoucan

impregnantmydaughterthengivehermoneyto

abort.Whodoyouthinkyouarewena.Letalela

bathobasimanyanakelonawaitse.Bonamosimane

I'msavingthisno.ofyoursifyouarenotgoingto

cooperatewithmethepoliceofficerswilllocateyou.

Ngwanaorobetsemosepatelaandyouthinkyou

cansayrubbishtoher.Otsilegothokomela

ngwanayohelasentle.Waretlawaelawaitsemxm.

Youusemydaughterandyouwanttospitherout

justlikethat.I'mgoingtotraceyoupapaotsilego

nkitsesentle

Hehungupasshecontinuedtalkingandtalking.On



theothersideObthrewhimselfonhisbedwitha

poundingheart.

Ob:GodwhathaveIdone?

Minuteslateranunsavedno.calledhimandhe

hesitatedtoanswer.Herealizedthatitcouldbemy

motherandhejuststaredatituntilthecallended.

Hethrewthephoneawayandsighedrubbinghis

facewithbothhands.

Mavisclickedhertongueandwalkedintojoin

JakesandDoc.

Mavis:Jakesweneedtotalk

Jacob:aren'tweseeingLelefirst?

Mavis:aretswelefantlerebue.Docgosiame.



Jacobfollowedhiswifeoutashisphonerangand

hepicked

Jacob:bigbrotherhowareyou?

Sam:kemonate.WejustlandedkenaleMmaagwe

FifileMia.Ifyouarenotbusycomeandpickus.My

phonejustreceivedsmsyagagoyaLesedi'sresults.

Wowcongratulationstoherandtoyoumyboy.O

batlilegorelathelagenius.Sedioretsentsemo

mmepeng.

Jacob:(releasedasigh)eishweareinthehospital

Leletriedtocommitsuicide.Callacabtoassistyou

ketlalechekamaitseboaororecheke.Eishimso

stressed

Sam:what!WhywouldLelewanttocommitsuicide?



Jacob:eishit'salongstory.OhyahIjust

rememberedBonnieisaroundletmecallhimatle

goletsaya.

Sam:okay,butisLeleokay

Jacob:yahsheisokay.Reatsenareagomonna

gatweshewillbedischargedtomorrow.

Sam:okayIwilljoinyoushortlyafterdropping

MmagweFifiandMiaathome.

Jacob:suresure.

HehungupanddialedBonnie.

Jacob:BonniepickyouruncleleMmagweFifiko



airport.TheywereonafamilyholidayatCapeTown.

Theyjustarrived.Pleasedon'tmakethemwait

longer.

Bonnie:okpapaIwillleavejustnow.HowisLele

doing?

Jacob:mummyjustgotinsidetoseeher.Lennake

tlaboketsenagonejaaana.

Bonnie:ok

Hehungupandwalkeddownthecorridorthen

askedthenursefordirectiontoWhereLelewas.He

reachedforthedoorknobandsteppedin.Mommy

wassittingonachairholdingmyhand.Daddy

stoodabitfarfrommeandIwasembarrassedto

facehim.



Mommy:likeIsaidLelethereisnoneedtodowhat

youjustdid.Youfreakedallofus.Weloveyouand...

Shechokedonwordsasshetriedtospeakand

hervoicetrailedoffleavingheremotional.

Daddyquicklysteppedcloserandhuggedher

brieflythenhefacedme.

Daddy:KeletsoYarona.LelentlelesegoleModimo

areleneilenglagobonangwanawamosetsana.

That'showwefeltwhenwenamedyou.You

broughtsomuchjoytoourhouse.Webothwanted

agirlandyoucame.Soyoumeantheworldtous

Lele.Youareourprincess.Don'tdothistous.Don't

dothistoyourself.Pregnancyisnottheendofthe

world.

Tearsstungmyeyesashecontinuedtotalkabout

howtheylovemeandhowIshouldacceptmy



pregnancynomatterthechallenges.Ikeptrubbing

themoffastheyrolleddown.Ilistenedattentively

nodded.

Mommy:soyouaregoingtobereferredtoasocial

worker,justopenuptoher.Aboutthefatherofyour

child,justtaketimeyouwilltellmewhenyouare

ready.

Me:okay.Thankyou.I'msorryfordisappointingyou.

Mommy:nononoit'sOKbaby.

Daddy:uncleSamisbackhejustcalled.Hesaidhe

willbeheresoontocheckyou.Bonnieoilegoba

tsayakoAirport.

Me:wowthat'snice.



Wecontinuedchattinguntiltheyfinallydecidedto

leavemetorest.MymindwanderedasIkept

rubbingmytummyremindingmyselfthatallwillbe

wellwiththesupportofmyparents.

AtAlex'shouse.

LaterthateveningAlexlaidbackonhiscouchand

smileddialingLesedi'smother.

Lucia:hello

Alex:hellodumelang.ThisisAlexOreboleng.The

nurseatNyangabgwe,canIpleasespeaktoLesedi.

Lucia:aoebileyoucalledpapathatwastoofast

hahaha.Letmecallher.Iwasjustabouttoleave.

MysisterishospitalizedinMahalapyekeyagomo

tholasoI'musingthetrain.(shouting)Sediphone.



Alex:okI'msorryaboutyoursister.

Lesedicamerunningandtookthephonefromher

mother.

LESEDI:(whispering)elegorekemangmama

Lucia:justtakethecallSedi.

Lesedi:hello

Alex:stammering)hello...I..I'm..

Lesedi:(loudly)hello!

Alex:hikeAlexthemma.



Lesedi:angrily)Alexwheredidyougetmymother's

numberandwhyareyoucallingme??

Alex:(calmlypleading)I'msorrypleasejustlistento

methemma.Sedi,Imetyourmomearlieratthe

hospitalandshegavemeherno.Areketlekeletse

tocongratulateyouproperly.SediI'msoproudof

you.Imeanyou'verealizedyourdreams.You've

workedsohardforwhatyoubelievedinandyou

gotit.48pointsisnotajoke.I'mwishingyouthe

best.Hopeyouarestillholdingontoyourdreamof

beingaDr.

Lesedi(abitcalmer)thanksalot,yahI'mstill

holdingontothatdream.Myultimategoalistobea

surgeon.Keiponenakonngwekelemotheater

carryingoutseriousprocedures.

Alex:that'smygirl!



Lesedi:I'mtellingyoutherraAlexwaitsethatwhite

coatIcan'twaittoseemyselfin.

Alex:Ilikeyourpassion.Anywayonaseriousnote

SedithemmaI'msorryformybehaviorthatdayyou

calledme.Iwasseriouslysadaboutyourmessage

that'swhyIwentoutandbrushedyouoffwhenyou

Calledbu...

Lesedi:heelaobuakadilotsalengneAlex?Imean

whatareyoutalkingabout?

Alex:Iknowit'sbeenthreeyears.Thatlastnight

whenwetalkedwhenyouwereatyousister's

house.Thenoutofnowhereyousentmea

messagewagoreheygaosampatayouwantto

focus.Blahblah.IwascrushedSedi.Youblocked

methenyourphonewasofforyouchanged

numbersIdon'tknow!



Lesedi:Alexwhatareyoutalkingabout?Waita

minuteAlexIthinkIwillhavetogivemomher

phoneyouwillhavetocallmeinmyphonecosI

can'trelatetoallyousaid.

Alex:areyouserious.Moneelephonemmaketoga

kesatholekeletelelwagogobuisa

Lesedi:hahahaokayIwillpageyou.

Hehungupandshehandedhermomthephone.

Lucia:SedilebuelaruriontseoitsegoreI'mgoing.

ShecalledBoboandtheboysandtheyallsatdown

atthesittingroom.

Lucia:mychildrenI'mleavingtoMahalapye.I've



talkedtomalomaalonaJonas.Okgarakgatshegaa

leone.MmaagweLoago'ssituationisbad.Shelost

herlegssoothokathuso.Herresponsiblechildis

stillmourninglaitse.Loagoleenehewasbadly

injuredintheaccident.Therearebasicallytheonly

relativesIhavesinceyouruncleMonkgogiisstillin

prison.SoBabolokitakecareofthechildren.Ke

laetseMmaCgoreannealethole.Idon'tknowhow

longIwilltakethere.ButI'veplannedforaweek

cosIstillhavetocomebackandwork.Seditake

careofthefamilyItrustyou.Iknowdilotsamo

lapengtsothewadiitse.ReaandKgosihelpwith

thewashingofdishes.Bobopleasehelpwhereyou

canleSekabolaisangwanaketirobatho.

Bobo:hahahaoldayyouaretookind.Whyareyou

evengoingtherewhenshetriedtokillyou.

Lucia:I'mnotlikeherIamachildofGod.Don't

worrybongwanakejustlearntoforgive.Forgivethat

womanthedevilwasusingher.



Lesedi:okaymamagowelltakecareofyourself.

Youareallwehave.Otherwisedon'tworryIwill

takecareofeveryone.Iwillprayforyoumama.You

aresuchagoodwoman.

Kgosi:mamayouwillbringustoysakere?

Rea:yesmamannaIwantabigtruck.Theonewith

spadeandbucketwherewewillputsandinside.

Chiefwantsasmallcar

Kgosi:WafosaleaIwantabigbigonethatIcanget

insideanddrivetoschool

Lucia:hahahayouboys.I'mgoingtocheckpeople,

I'mnotgoingtotown.Iwillbringyoutoysneh.

NtshwarisabagBobooyegompegaotlaboako

station.



ThetaximansloweddownatthegateandBobo

rushedwithLucia'sbagasLuciafollowedhim.

Theybothgotinsideandlefttothetrainstation.

Lesedihurriedtoherroomandthrewherselfonthe

bed.ShesmileddialingAlex..

GOODNIGHTPLSLIKEANDSHAREENJOYTHE
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Lesedilaidonherbedwavingherfeetontheairas

shespoketoALEX.

Lesedi:nnakanaIdidn'tunderstandanythingyou

saidearlier.Whatmessageareyoutalkingabout.

YousaidIsentamessage?



Alex:hahaSedimmait'sjustthreeyearsyouforgot

everythingthathappenedtousonthadileSedika

messagefelaobothoko.Legoneafterweplanned

forapicnicwaitsekanaIcouldn'tbelieveit.

Lesedi:IrememberthatdayveryclearlyAlex.Itwas

justyesterday.Ican'treallyforget.Iwasatmy

father'shouse.Wechattedforawhileuntilwesaid

ourgoodnight.ThenIchattedwithmysisteruntilI

fellasleep.Ebileokareshehadastomachbugor

somethingwestayedawaketilllatenyanaandwe

slept.Frommorningtilltwelvetherewasnogood

morningmessagefromyou.Isentyouamessage

youdidn'trespond.JustwhenIwasabouttocall

youkebokedirabomatla.Iplacedmyphonenear

thezinceboewelamometsing.Waitsekana!(she

laugheditoffalittlerememberingthepressureshe

wasinwhenshefounditcoveredbythewaterin

thezinc)Abrandnewphonewhichdaddybought

formekanawenaAlex.ThendilotsaBongwana,I

putitoutsidekoletsatsingthinkingetlaoma.



Phonegonyelelakanatilltoday.WhenIgothome...

Alex:iketepeleSediareyouseriousyoudidn'tsend

memessage?

Lesedi:aewhywouldweseparate.KanaIwascrazy

aboutyouAlex.NekegoratatotaebileIwaswilling

tobendmyprinciplesjustforyou.Gapewhenwe

talkedthenIfeltsomethingthatIdidn'tunderstand.

Youdisappointedmetsalaamemmegonekeneke

goratile.

Alex:SedikanaIreceivedamessagefromyou

aroundpast11thatnight.IkeptituntilIlostthat

phoneIcouldbeshowingyouthemessageifitwas

stillthere.Yousentmeamessagesayingwe

shouldstoptherelationshipyouwanttofocuson

God,heyI'mtoooldforyou.It'swasverysadto..

.

Lesedi:(Irritated)HeelarrannaIdidn'tsendyouany



message.I'mstartingtothinkyouhadmanygirls

andyouareconfusingmewithsomeoneelseand

youareannoyingmeAlex.Idon'twantanydrama

inmylifeanymore

Alex:Sedireetsa.Iloveyoutothemoonandback.

ThereisnohowIcanconfuseyouwithanyoneelse.

YouknowhowIwascrazyaboutyouthattime.

Lesedikenekesareetsekawena.AfterIreadyour

smsItriedyourno.Countlesstimesesatsene.I

evencametoyourhomethefollowingmorning.

Yourbrotherchasedme.Iwantedtohearitfrom

you.Icouldn'tbelievewhatjusthappened.Ididnot

sleepawinkthatnightItriedcallingyouandit

seemedlikeyoublockedmyno.

Lesedi(thoughtfully)thisisstrange.Yesthisisso

strangeAlex.Areyouseriousnerra?

Alex:100%sureBobogaagobolelelagoreoneare

othubakoloiyamekasetena.Hechasedmelikea



dog.IcameherebecauseIwasfreakingout.

Lesedi:butwhydidyouactthatwaywhenIcalled

withmama'sphone.

Alex:IwassosadSedi.Iwentouttodrink.Neke

setsekeletipsyfaoletsa.TotaIwasstressed.It

wasjustabreakdownstress.

Lesedikeptquiteforawhiletryingtoremindherself

ofalltheeventsthatoccurredthatnightand

morning.Shestartedtopicturemyfaceand

reactionwhensheshowedmethepictureofAlex

andher.OhGodletitnotbewhatshewasthinking.

Alex:Sedi,Sedi!areyouthere?

Lesedi:yahyahI'mhere.Alexpleasehelpmehere.

DoyoubyanychanceknowKeletsoBasiame?



Hisheartskippedtothementioningofthatname

andhetrembledprayingsilentlythattheirsuspicion

withObshouldnotbetrue.

Alex:youmeanKelly?

Lesedi:yes

Alex:KellyisObsgirlfriend.(hestummered)ye..

YesIknowKelly

Lesedi:Kellyismysister,myhalfsister.

Hisheartnearlyjumpedoffhischestassheblurted

outthewords.

Alex:what!Ohoh..Ok



Lesedi:whyareyousurprised.Isthereanythingelse

Ishouldknow?

Alex:nonono!

Lesedi:Kellyistheonlypersonthathadaccessto

myphonethatnightandsheistheonlypersonthat

Iwaswithat11pm.Whichmakeshertheonly

personwhocouldhavesentyouamessagewith

myphoneandblockedyourno.

ThinkingofhowIactedthatnightandmorning,how

Ididn'twanthertotouchherphoneand

discouragedherfromcallingAlexitallstartedto

makesense.

Alex:(heartpounding)sheoncesentmeaFacebook

messagesayingweshouldgooutsometime.Ijust

ignoredknowingshewasmyfriend'sgirlfrien



d

Lesedi:yourfriendistheonewhodumpedherwhen

hisbabymamacame?

Alex:yes

Lesedi:Goodlord!youarethecrushthatLelehas

beencrazyaboutallthistime.Itnowmakessense

whyshesentyouthatmessage.Becauseshewas

reallyshockedwhenIshowedheraPicofus.Inow

thinkshefakedthediarrhea

Alex:what!Sediyoumeanyoudidn'tsendthat

message.

Lesedi:yesIdidn't.BonaAlexifyouaretheguythat

Kellywanteddesparately.Wecan'tgoonwiththis.I

amatapointthatIdon'twantanydramainmylife.

GapeI'mgoingtostudyoverseas.Youareprobably

notgoingtomanagealongdistance.NnatotaI'm



afraidofaheartbreak.Ialwaysreadaboutthem

andtheycanbebad.Iwaswillingtotrywithyou.

ButwithwhatIamhearingnowIsensealotof

dramacoming.I'malreadysodisappointedwith

Kelssototaareemegoneharra.Goshap.

Alex:waitfirstSedi,pleasedon'tmakehaste

decisions.Waitthemmakeagokopa.SediIlove

yousomuchandI'mwillingtowaitforyoukana

oyamahatsheng6years.Ebilefaosetseolekwao

bompatisasepanekooketogelakwanototaIwant

tomarryyouSedi.Ifgonegokgonegankabokego

nyalabeforeyougo.Sediweepleasemarrymetlhe

mma.I'mproposingnow

.

Lesedi:hahahaheelaAlexdon'tbedramaticthe

wena.NoandabignoIdon'twanttomarryyouor

evendateyou.

Alex:areyougoingtoallowyourevilhalfsisterto

getbetweenus.Imeanwhodoesthat.Kanakafa



obbuangkatengIthinksheistheonewhothrew

yourphoneonwaterandmadeitdisappear.She

didn'twantthebestforyou.Areyoujustgoingto

actasifsheisokay.Kellykemoloiifshecoulddo

thattoyouforaguywhoisnoteveninterestedin

her.YouneedtoconfrontthisgirlSedi.Youcan't

giveuponusSedijustbecauseofKelly'sevildeeds.

Shekeptquiteforawhilesilentlythinkingofthat

day.Kellywasdiscouragingherthewholemorning

tocallAlex.Allofasuddenherphonefellinthe

zincandifsherememberverywellKellywas

leaningontheZincwhileshepulledthetray.Whatif

Alexisright.

Lesedi:howwillIbesureAlexthatwenaleKelly

neverdated.WhywouldKellywantyousobadtodo

suchthingswhilewenayouneversaidanythingto

her

Alex:KellykebanyanababatooforwardSediThose



arenotmykindofgirl.Imetherbrieflyko

menatenganalesomegirls.Idatedherfriend

briefly.Ilostinterestwiththatgirlcosonea

phapha.IwasneverinterestedinKelly.Sedidon't

letKellydestroywhatweareabouttostart.Your

sisteristooselfishandevil

Lesedi(sigheddisappointed)yahneh.Wewilltalk

AlexrightnowIwanttofocusonfindingthebest

schooltostudyatsototalikeisaidIwantless

drama.Thiswashelpfulthoughbecauseitmade

merealizewhoKellyis.I'mnotsureifI'mgoingto

confrontherkoorekeutlwakeboregafela.Inever

knewevenapersonmyagecouldbethatevil.

(sadly)IDon'tknowwhymyfamilyisalwaysa

targettoevilpeople.Mymother'scousinalmost

killedmymotherfornothingamotsenyetse

molemomodijong

.

Alex:areyouserious?



Lesedi:yah.

Alex:Ithinkit'sbecauseyouareprayerfuland

succeeding.Theyenvyyou

Lesedi:anywayIwanttofocusonmeandmyfamily.

Thanksforthechatwewilltalk.

Alex:IloveyouSedi.Iwillalwaysloveyounomatter

what.

Lesedi:okthanks

Shehungupandhesigheddisappointedathimself.

Whyonearthdidheallowhimselftoyieldtothe

temptationandsleepwithKellythatday.Whatif

nowthebabyishis.Hewasgoingtolosethe

womanofhisdreamsoverjustonestupidmistake.

Awaveofregretwashedoverhimashelaidback



thoughtfully.

OntheotherendLesedi'sheartsankasshe

continouslyscratchedhercornrowsfrustratedof

thewholeissue.Shewassuddenlyhappythatshe

hadasisterbutnowthis.Howcanshebethisevil

andselfish.Hereyesfilledwithtearsbutshejust

couldn'tletthemroll.Shewon'tletanythingspoil

hermood.Shewasthesecondbeststudentather

schoolandthat'swhatshewasgoingtofocuson.

Shewasstartledbyansmsbeeponherphone.

'Bonnie:HIsis,Leletriedtocommitsuicidesheis

hospitalized.Themoodathomeisdownbutallwill

bewell.Dadjusttoldmesheisfine.'

Shereadthemessageoverandoveragainnotable

tounderstandwhyIwouldcommitsuicide

Lesedi:thisgirlsurelylikesattentionhey.



SheclickedhertongueandrespondedtoBonnie.

Shetypedseveralmessagesanddeletedthem

becausesherealizedshewasn'tsympathetic.She

justcouldn'tbeafterrealizingwhoLeleis.Thisis

hersisterbutshefailedtojustsendheracongrats

message.Shefailedtoshareherresultswithher.

Nowthatsherealizedthateveryone'sattentionwas

withLesedishestartedthedrama.Shetyped:

'what!Whydidshedoit?'

Bonnie:sheispregnant.Wejustlearntyesterday

thensheingestedthepillsovernight.Mamafound

herunconsciousonherbedroom.

What!Lelewaspregnant!

shethought.Goodlordwhathappenedtothisgirl.

Whydestroyherfuturelikethis.Andwhocould



haveimpregnatedher.Didsheevenpassher

supplements.Okthisisnoneofherbusinessand

sheshouldjuststopworryingaboutthatselfish

bi***

Shetypedanothermessage.

'ohthat'sbad.Atleastshemadeit.Itcouldhave

beenbad'

Bonnie:yahwethankGod.

Sherolledhereyesandputherphoneaway.Some

scarythoughtcrossedhermindandshedialed

Aleximmediately.
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Sherolledhereyesandputherphoneaway.Some

scarythoughtcrossedhermindandshedialed

Aleximmediately.

Alex:babehowareyou?

Lesedi:gatweyourgirlfriendwenaleObispregnant

andshetriedtocommitsuicide.IsitOboryou?

Hisheartskippedbuthetriedtobeascalmashe

could.

Alex:ahbabewhysaythatIdon'thaveanyother

girlfriend,exceptyou.What!soKellyispregnant?



Lesedi:Ihearthat.

Alex:okaykemathatammekanaObhasababy

mama.Maybethat'swhyshetriedtocommit

suicide

Lesedi:whatawasteoftimeKeletsoneedstogrow

up.Oipolaelangjaanongasenagodiradiloka

bomo.Hisbrothertoldmehowtheyalwaystriedto

warnheraboutsleepingoutandgoingoutwithmini

skirtsatnight.Anywayshejustreapedwhatshe

saw.Sheistoodramaticandshelikesattention.I'm

sodonewithher.

Alex:that'sthebestyoucandomybabeandplease

let'sfocusonusandbuildasolidrelationship.I

loveyouSedi.

Sedi:hahaha!Iloveyoutoo.Wewilltakeitonestep

atatime.YouknowwhatI'mfocusingonnow,right?



Alex:schoolandthefutureofourBambinosandI

willsupportyouthroughitall.

Sedi:goodboy

Alex:weareanitem,right?

Lesedi:weare,aslongasweknowourprioritiesI

don'thaveaproblem

Alex:wowwowwow!youjustmademynight.It's

likeIcouldstandinthemiddleoftheroadand

scream.Imadeitinlife.Imdatingmydreamgirl.A

geniusforthatmatter

Lesedi:hahahastopitA..

Alex:loveyoubabesandthismeanstheworldtome.



Lesedi:loveyouLots.Shapswits.

Alex:surehunwewillchatlater.Iwillcallbeforewe

sleep

.

Lesedi:(smiling)thankslove

HerbedroomdoorwasleftajarandBobostoodat

thedoorlisteningthenheknockedonceand

entered.

Bobo:smilesagagoseboakoditsebeng.Ketlamo

ruthatlhogomothakayoo.WajolaakereSedi?

Lesedi:hahahaahBoborrapleaseleavemealone..

Bobo:Seditheyaregoingtobreakyourheartthese



guysareapainontheass.Mmenkarobamotho

molala.Rejaengnemma?

Lesedi:hahaha!youaretooprotective.eishIlost

trackoftimekeBualephone.Letmeprepare

something.

Bobo:Ibathedthoseguysgogofokoletsatirobaby

girl

Lesedi:wowwowwow!

Bobotherrayouareanangelthisdaysthanksalot

Shestoodandlefttothekitchentopreparethem

dinner.

AtOb'shouse



Obakengpacedupanddowninhisroomthinkingof

whatMymomsaidtohim.Thethoughtofthese

newsreachinghisbabymamawasscaringhim

badly.Hisheartpumpedlikeitwastryingtoescape

hischest.Joycewascrazy!Hethought.Hesighed

sittingdownanddialedAlex

Alex:braetona,oirilengngwanagotwewaipolaya.

Ob:(eyespopped)what!Mangnemonna?

Alex:Ahyoudon'tknowgatweyourgirltriedto

commitsuicide.Sheishospitalized.Heelakana

gapeourfearistrue.LesediisKelly'ssister.

Ob:(withhisheartstilldrummingagainsthischest)

monnaAlexwarengkantenerra?

Alex:I'msayingyourgirlismygirl'ssistergape



gatwesheattemptedtocommitsuicidesheisat

theprivatehospital

Ob:(sighed)eishwaitsethisisamess.kanaIdon't

lovethatgirlmonnaAlexandneketsamaisanako.

JoycekanakeSetsenwa.Doyouthinkmaybeshe

hurtthebabyorsomething?

Alex:nnyaamonnaIdon'tknowthedetails

Ob:(rubbingoffsweatfromhisface)eishlaitaaka.

Atleastifshecouldmiscarrywenaitwillbebetter.

KanamonnaItriedtocallherthenhermom

answeredthephone.Kefaajelemagala.Arethey

aregoingtofindmekamapodisi.Lennakefake

thuthuntshakeBuafelaboabortionkeisekeutwe

goregoarabilemang

Alex:ijaijaboyyouareintrouble.Youdidwhat.?



Ob:exactlythatmonna.I'mstressedkanaparents

aremeetingnextweekwearedecidingwayforward

kamagadiaronaleJoyce.Imaginewhatmay

happenifshehearsthis.

Alex:eishstressfull!

Ob:boybutyou...yousoundcheerful,

amImissingsomething?

Alex:yahIjustthoughtIcouldtellyoubutyouare

stillstressedmaybesomeothertime

Ob:nojusttellmeIneedsomethingtocheermeup

Alex:okaywejustmadepeacennaleLesedi.Sowe

arelikeacouplenow.Monnacanyoubelievethat

messagewassentbyKellynotLesediIthinksheis

kindofjealousofLesedi.Butanywaythat'snoneof



mybusinessI'mjusthappyIknowthetruthandmy

girlknowsthetruthandwearebacktogether

Ob:what!Keletsokeeneagokgaogantsengle

Lesedi.ElegoreneagobatlanemonnaAlex?

Alex:ahIdon'tknow.Idon'tknow.I'mnotsurewhy

shedidit.Butitdoesn'tmatterOb.Mygirlisback

Ob:itmattersmonnawhywouldKellygotoan

extentofmakingsureleakgaoganaifaneasago

batle.Thatgirlissomethingelse.Hewantedyou..

Myfriend??GodwhydidIevencallherthatweek

Hepausedforabitdigestingthewholeissue.

Ob:(thoughfully)Alexdidyouhitonher?



Alex'sheartskippedbuthetriedbyallmeansto

soundcalm

Alex:areyouseriousnowOb.Imeanareyoulikefor

real?Youmeanyoudon'ttrustmeenoughtothinkI

canhitonyourgirl.Igiveupnowfaelegoreo

kakanyetsadiloTseo.DoIlooklikeaguywho

wouldbreakguycode?

Ob:eishsorrybrayakaeishIdon'tknowwhatto

thinkI'mmessedup.Iknowyoucan'tdothat.

ForgetIsaidanything

Alex:yahIunderstandgonemmeyouwillbefine.

Fagongwethisgirlislying.Thechildisnoteven

yourshowwillyouknow.Justignoreherandfocus

onyourrelationship

Ob:okay.Shaplaitaaka.Ihopethiswon'tspoilmy

marriage.GettingmarriedtoJoycemeansalotto



me.Ican'tlosehimoverjustaloosegirllikeKelly.

Alex:yahshap.IfLesediupdatesmeIwillletyou

knowwhat'sgoingon

Ob:thanks.

Hehungupandstoodslippinghishandsonhis

pockets,hejustwalkedouttogetsomeair.

Atthesocialworker'soffice

Theofficewaspaintedbeigewithawide

rectangularwindowthatfacedtheroadcovered

withbrownishblinds.Onthemahoganydesksata

laptop,aframedphotoofalittleboy,asmallVase

withlavenderartificialflowers,apenholder,blue

coverfilesandastapler.Everythingwasneatly

packed.Atthefarcornertheairconditionerwas



blastingatamedium,creatingquiteacool

atmosphere.

BehindthedeskwasaswivelchairwhereIfounda

petitewomanseatedwhenIentered.Shestood

greetingmewithabroadsmileandusheredmeto

thesinglecouchesfacingeachotherandItooka

seatononeofthem.Her6Inchheelechoedacross

theofficeasshewalkedoverfromherswivelchair

tothecouch.Shetookaseatlearningabittowards

meinanattentivemanner.Shewaslightskinned

witharoundfacethatconstantlydisplayedabroad

reassuringgrin.SheintroducedherselfasMrs

Heather.Thenwechattedforawhileaboutgeneral

things.SheaskedmequestionslikehowdidIfind

thatHospital?Shewantedtoknowifiloved

watchingmoviesorreadingbooks.SheaskedifI

hadaparticularfavoritesportorhobby.Shealso

askedifIlikedtodanceorsing.Shewentonand

onaboutthoselightandsillyquestions.Our

conversationwasrelaxingandwewerelaughing

likeoldfriends.Thiswomanhadawaywithwords.



ForamomentInearlyIforgotIhadproblemsuntil

shesaid:

Socialworker:okayMissKay,inthisofficewe

adheretowhatiscalledconfidentialitywhich

means:Whateverwediscusshereendshere

unlessit'ssomethingthatputyourlifeindanger

whichImayhavetosharewithhealthprofessionals

stillinanefforttohelpyoubutotherwisefeelfree

toopenupasyourissuesaresavehere.Cryifyou

feellikeithelpsrelieveyourpain.boxyaditissueke

eo.(pointingtothetissueboxonthesidetable)So

MissKtellmemoreabouthowyoufeltthenight

youingestedthepills?

Isighedandlookeddownmyfacequicklyshifting

toasadlook.

Me:okmmaHeathertotaIfelthopelessandIfelt

nothingwasworthit.Ifeltlikeafailurewhodoesn't

deservetolive.Afterlearningthatmysistergot48



pointswhilennaIfailedforthesecondtime.Then

boomthepregnancynews.Ifeltlikearealdisgrace

anddisappointmenttothefamily.Icouldnteven

Imaginemyselfbeingthemothertoanyone.SoI

thoughtitwasbettertodiewithmybaby.TotaMma

HeatherIwasfedupbecauseatourhouse

everythingwasaboutLesedimyhalfsisterandnna

Iwasafailure.

MsHeather:okKellytellmeifIunderstandyouwell.

Doyoumeanyoursister'ssuccessmadeyoulook

likeahopelessfailure?Isthisoneofthethingsthat

contributedtoyouwantingtoendyourlife.

Me:yesandtoalargerextent.Becausemysisteris

aperfectionist,Ihopeyouwon'ttellanyonelikeyou

said.

MsHeather:ofcourseremembertheconfidentiality

Itoldyouabout.



Me:Lesedimmakemissperfectkooresheknows

howtocook,howtobake,otsere48points,o

montle.Kooreokilewabonakaemothoyoperfect

jalo.Andgaajole.Shenearlygottheperfectguy.

ButImanagedtodestroytheirrelationshipbcos

thisguywasmycrush.Nowgaajole.Kenna

segananakeimileebilengwanayooitatolwangke

rragwe.Kefeitse.I'mtiredmmaHeatherI'mtiredof

beingcomparedtoLesedi,evenmybrotherisnow

closetohersuddenly.Ijustcan'ttakethis.Imagine

whatwillhappenwheneneLesedihearsaboutmy

pregnancy.Sheisgoingtolectureme.Kegore

LesedioratadilowabonaMrsHeather.TotaIcan't

dealwithheranymore.

MsHeather:OKMsKelsfromallyousaidI

gatheredthatyourmainconcernwasLesediand

howyourfamilymemberswillcompareyoutoher.

Sotellmemoreabouthowyoudestroyedher

relationship.



Me:thatguywassupposedtobememineMs

Heather

MsHeather:tellmehow?

Me:IalwaystoldLesedithatthereisaguyIloveso

muchfankammonakeyagomodumelafaaka

mpataandweekslaterLesedicomesandshows

meherPicwiththeguyIwantedsoIdecidedto

sendguyabreakupmessagepretendingtobe

LesedithenIdestroyedLesedi'sphone.

Heather:OKKelsdidthatmakefeelbetterordid

yougettheguyforyourself.

IbreathedoutIdeepsigh

Me:Ifeltbadforawholethreeyearsaboutthis.



SometimesIfeltlikeconfessingbutIjustcouldn't.

AsfortheguyInowhatehim.

Heather:tellmemoreaboutwhatmakesyouhate

thisguy

Me:heisselfish.Ijustdon'tlikehim..I..Ahnever

mind

Heather:Areyoutellingmethewholetruth?

Me:Isleptwithhim.Iseducedhimwhenhecameto

myboyfriend'shouse.EishMmaHeather...imreally

notproudofthethingsIdidthatswhytheycould

havejustleftmetodie.I'mnotsurethisguyisthe

fatherormyboyfriend.ButwhenItoldhimhe

selfishlysaidgaaditsenekebuelemyboyfriend

mmeleenewehadunprotectedsex



Heather:okIgetitKels.Themistakeswemake

aboutourlivesweshouldn'tbeafraidtofixthem

onestepatatime.Theywillmakeusstrongerthan

ever.Nowit'stimetoworkonfixingyourmistakes.

Wearegoingtofocusoneachofthemeachday.Re

ditsayase1,1.soIthinkwearedonefortheday

Kels.ournextsessionretlaboreitebagantsewith

diggingallyourissueswithLesedi,learninghowto

livewiththemandfixingallthemistakesyoumade

duetothis.Youaredoingsogood.Youwillheal

fromthisdear

Me:thanksalotMrsHeatheryouveliftedsucha

hugeweightfrommebyjustlisteningtome.You

areasweetperson.

Heather:thanksKelswewillmeetnexttimebutI

havealittleassignmentforyou.Goandkeepa

journalofyouremotionsandfeelings.Whatever

youfeelaboutLesedi,yourparents,yourother

siblings,yourboyfriendandyourcrushwriteit



down.Itwillwillhelpusinournextsession.Also

writedownyourfiveyearvisionaboutyourlife.

Somethinglike:IKellyBwanttobelikethisinfive

yearsandachievethis..Thenwritedownthree

goalsthatyouwillfollowtoachieveyour5years

vision.Ihopeyouunderstand

Me:okIthinkIgetit.WhenI'mstuckIwillcallyou.

Heather:okthanksalot.Thursday10amthat'sour

nextsession.Goandgetwellmmatakecareofthat

littlebambino.Ngwanaomonatemma.Bonawame

kennafelakemolebile.Ihadafirstchildat37.O

onefelaJaana.Heisnowfive.Ilovehimtothe

moonandback.Iwishnkaboketshotseearlierba

nnabantsinyanabutnowIthinkhewillbejustone.

Myhusbandlostadaughter,mystepdaughter.So

totainmyfamilyngwanaotsewaserious.So

preserveandtakecareofthatgiftnomatterwhat.

ThebabyisapreciousgiftfromGod.



Smilingthroughmytears.

Me:thanksalotMmaHeatheryouarereallyheaven

sent.Ienjoyedthesession.Iwilltakecareofthis

baby.

Heather:byeKells

Me:bye

IwalkedoutsmilingandfeelbetterthanI'veever

feltinalongtime

AsIsteppedoutoftheofficetomeetmymomat

thereceptionmyphonebeepedreceivingansms

fromLesedi.Itookadeepbreaththenreadit.
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AsIsteppedoutoftheofficetomeetmymomat

thereceptionmyphonebeepedreceivingansms

fromLesedi.Itookadeepbreaththenreadit.

'Lesedi:Iknoweverythingyoudidtodestroymy

relationshipwithAlex.Ineverknewasistercould

bethateviluntilIknewwhoexactlyyouare.Iwas

excitedtofinallyhaveasisterbutdisapointedlyyou

arenotthekindofsisterIwanted.HoweverI'mglad

Ifinallyknowwhoyouare.I'mgladGodrevealedit

intime.Iwillstayawayfromyou.Ihearyouare

sick.Plsgetwell.WhatGodwantswillalwaysstand

out.I'mbackwithmymanAlex.Congratsonyour

pregnancy.Ithinkit'sbestIstayawayfromyoue

sekalepehelaIWanttomoveonfromwhatyou

didtome.'



Ireadthemessageoverandoveragainastears

gatheredbehindmyeyesandblindedmeleaving

meconfusedonevenwhichwaytogo.Mommy

appearedandIbrokedowncryingasshetookmein

herarminthemiddleofthehallwaytomma

Heather'soffice.

Mommy:Lelewhatisitnow?Dideverythinggowell

withsocialworker.Areyouokay?Whatdidshedoor

saytoyounemma?Iscounselingworking

Me:nomommycounselingisworking.Itjustreveled

alotofthingstome.IamsadofthepersonIam.I

amhappywithmycounselor.sheallowedmeto

talkandtalkandreleasetheheavyloadIcarriedbut

thissmsIjustreadmademerealizeImevilmama.

Whyamulikethat?

Mommy:whatareyoutalkingaboutLele?Let'sgoto



thecar.Otleompolelelesente.Isyourbabydaddy

troublingyou?whatsms?

Me:noit'snotabouthim.oklet'sgo

InsidethecarIadjustedtheseatabitbackand

relaxed.

Me:mommyletjustgoI'mnotreadytotalkabout

this.I'msorryforputtingyouthroughallthis.I'm

sorryforbeingadisappointmentandfornotbeing

thebest.I'msorrykegothabisitsedithongke

gaisitswekemysister.I'msorry.

Mommy:NotthisagainLele.Don'tdothisto

yourself.Youaremybaby.Iacceptedyouasyou

are.Youmadeamistakejustlikeanyotherchild

could.Ican'tcompareyoutoanyoneelse.Noteven

eneLesedi.WeshouldfocusonthefutureLeleand

stopblamingourselvesforwhathavealready



happened.

Me:okmommythanksforcaringlet'sgohomeI

wanttoliedown.

Mommy:I'msoreadytobenkukutakecareofmy

grandchildmma.Stopcryingalotmygirl.Allwill

bewell.Youcannotsufferkesantseketshelale

enemosimanyanayooommolelelegoreyourmom

isaCFOandyoucannotsufferwhileI'malive.Mme

helathisguyisgoingtopaywecannotleavehim.

Nowit'stimetocareforourlittlebundle

Me:okaymommy.

Mommy:canIgetasmilepleaseprincess.

Mylipspartedbrieflyinasmallgrin.



Mommy:that'smygirl!

Sheadjustedherseatanddroveaway.Ifeltalot

muchbetter.Idecidedtojustlistentomymother

andfocusonmyself.IignoredLesedi'ssmsand

afterawhileIdeletedit.Iwasnotgoingtoentertain

anykindofnegativeenergy.

AtMahalapye.

Thefollowingdayataxisloweddownatsomeyard

inMahalapyeandLuciasteppedoutwithherbags.

ShepaidthetaximanandwalkedintoTheyard.

Twolittleboysrushedtowardherandhelpedher

withthebags.Sheslowlyenteredthehousewhere

JonasandMpotseng'sdaughtersandgrandkids

weresittedinthesittingroomeatingsoftporridge.

Shegreetedeveryoneandtookaseat.Fewminutes

lateroneofthekidswheeledMpotsengintothe

sittingroomasshestaredatherspeechless.Jonas

brokethesilenceafterafewminutesofan



awkwardmoment.

Jonas:Luciannakawearesothankfultoseeyou

here.Iknowyouhadeverygoodreasonnotto

comeherebutbecauseyouareagoodwomanof

Godyoujustcame.MmaLoagokeyojaakao

mmonagatsamaegaaitiresepe.

Shelostbothherlegsmmerelebogelabotshelo

Lucia:wethankGodforherlifeaboveeverything.I

haveeverygoodreasontobehereJonas.When

mmaMpotsengdiedshesaidtome,LucySalalebo

monnaolebomogolookebaoleBanabamothole

Sekalalatlhana.I'mstillholdingontoherwords.

ThatiswhyIleftmyfamilytocomeandbewithyou

duringthistryingtime.

Mpotsengtriedtospeakbutwordscouldn'toutof

hermouth.ShewastooshockedtoseeLucia,the

womanshetriedtokill.



Insteadofutteringwordstearseffortlesslyrolled

downhercheeks.

Lucia:MmaLoagoourLordisourhealer.Weneedto

trustinhimduringtimeslikethis.Heisthesame

Godthatsavedyouduringtheaccidentandsaved

yourson.

Mpotseng:tearfully)YourGodshallblessyou

abundantlyngwanawagammangwaneolebolele

legakgamatsang.Idon'tdeservetogetsucha

treatmentfromyou.I'mstuckherebcosMorenao

nkothaelaalltheevilthingaidid.

SheburstintotearsandcriedhystericallyasLucia

camecloserandrubbedherback.

LateronthechildrenbroughtteaasLuciagavea

wordofencouragementtoMpotseng'sdaughter



wholostherbaby.Jonasreceivedacall

Jonas:what!Isheokay...Buthewasfine...What!

OKIwillbeonmyway.

Everyonestaredathimashetalkedandtalkedhis

facialexpressionchangingtoatotalsadness.

Whenhehangupheslippedthephoneinhispocket

andsighedclearinghisthroatbeforehedropped

thebomb.

Atmyhouse

Ilockedmyselfinthebedroomtryingtoavoidall

thenoisethatwasfromthesittingroom.Myuncle

Samandhiswifejustarrivedandtheyweresitting

withmyparentsatthesittingroomwhileMiawas

playinggameswithYaronainhisroom.



Inthesittingroom

MmagweFifi:RragweBonnie,FifiandResewillbe

comingoverforshortvacationIthinkthat'swhen

wecandoasessionforLesedi,thatgirlhas

outdoneherselfonkgopotsangwanakeReseka

bothale.Resewasoverexcitedhearingabout

Lesedi'sresultskanaeneshewasdisappointed

ngwanakeka46points.Ronarebonaapasitseene

afeelergoresheneeded48.

Mom:(sighed)okaybutwehaven'treallydiscussed

whenhersessionwillbe.Wearestillgoingthrough

alot.

Jacob:(stammeredhesitantly)yahweactuallywant

toplansomethingwewerejustdelayedbyLele's

situationbutwewillbeontoit.Maybebonebo

ResecouldhelpusplansinceLeleiscurrentlynot

well.



MommygavehimaSternlookandlookedaway.

MmagweFifi:mydaughterwillbegladtoassist.

Sam:babeIthinkitcanonlybefairtoleave

MmagweBonnieandRragweBonnietodecide

sentlebaiketileonwhentodothepartytheyare

stillunderpressureofwhatLeledid.Iguessthereis

noneedtorush.BoResecanalwayscomeoverfor

aweekend.NnagapeIwasthinkingwecandoSedi

abigpartyaftersheisadmittedasetseatsamaya.

Itwillbebothacelebrationofsuccessanda

fairwell.

MmaagweFifi(abitdown)OKIunderstand

Jacob:thatideawillworkforusSamwewillweigh

options

SamglancedatMaviswhowassadlyscrolling

throughherphoneignoringwhattheyjustsaid.



Sam:yahokayMmagweBonnie.HowisLelecan

shebeabletoseeus?

Mom:Iwillfindoutfromher

Mommystrodeacrossthesittingroomtomyroom

andknockedsoftly

Ipulledovermyduvettomyheadpretendingtobe

asleep.ShereachedforthedoorandIheardthe

squeakysoundassheopenedwishingshecould

justturnawayandgo.Iwasinnopositionforany

lecturefromanyoneaboutmyfailures

Mommy:Lele,Lelebaby,juststepoutbriefly

ngwanakeandsayhitoMmagweFifi.

Ikeptquiteforawhilethenyawnedpretendingto

befromadeepsleep.



Me:can'ttheyjustseemetheotherdayI'msleepy.

Mommy:okgobacktosleepingIwilltellthem.It's

OKbaby

Ismiledlovingthesoundofthat.

Atthesittingroommamafoundthemchatting

aboutthisandthatandtoldthemIwasdeeply

asleep.MeanwhileBonniewalkedinandgreeted

everyone

%

MmagweFifi:wowBonniediBonza.youvegrown

thisdaystlhengwanawannaka.Heyrragwe

BonniekanawhenBonnieapproacheduskoairport

nnakefakemotimetsekentsekeRayarragweFifi

kerenaarewareretsewakemang.Ijustsoatall

man.Legodisitsetlhebonnaka



Jacob:yahheisabigman.

Sam:(givingBonniehishand)boycongrats,Ihear

thosewheelsyoupickeduswithareyours

Bonnie:(smiling)thanksuncle

MmaagweFifi:ahBonnieosetseogodilefelamoo

rekangkoloipapa.WowcongratulationsIdidnot

knowabout.Sowhatareyoucurrentlydoingkana

Mavisrolledhereyesandlefttothekitchentoserve

themwithjuiceandbiscuits

Bonnie:I'vebeenaTempatMoneyMattersnow

theyhiredmeoncontract.

MmaagweFifi:wowboyyouareinthemiddleof



moneythat'ssosweet.Regolebogisahlengwana

wannaka.Jakesmmeit'sgoodthatthechildren

havegrownandareexcellingImeanlookatBonnie

helooksresponsible.Hopingyougotochurchpapa.

ThislifeneedsGodespeciallywhenyouarea

youngmanandstartingtoenjoymoney.Thereare

challengesthatmayleadyouastrayifyoudon't

knowGod.ButifosatseneIcanreferyouto

someoneinGabswhocantakeyouyooutchurch.I

wouldlovetoseeyouGattingmarried

Bonnie(shyly)hahahaeemma

Jacob:hahahawaboasetsearecruiterleloko

mogatso

MmagweFifi:hahahawenaabutiwarumolana

togelannaleBreijeladikgang.I'monlyleftwith

LelesheistheoneIwanttotaketochurchtotashe

needsdeliverancefromspiritstormenting.Gobatla

goipolayakeletimona.Leleoipolaelangsheisjust



akid.Noamountofproblemswillmakeherwantto

killherself.IfakatsogaIreallywantaoneonone

withher.Sheneedsdeliverance.

Mymotherclickedhertongueatthekitchen

listeningtohertalkingaboutLele.Sheplacedallthe

glassesonthetrayandpouredjuice.Sheopeneda

packetoftennisbiscuitsandthenemptiedthemin

onelargebowl.ShecalledoutBonnietoassisthim

inservingthem.TheyleftafewforYaronaandMia

andBonniegavethem.Bonnietookthetrayandshe

camewithwarmwaterandabowltowashtheir

handsthensheservedthem.Theyateasthe

continuedtodiscussvariousfamilyaspects.

Minuteslaterwhentheyweredoneeating

MmaagweFifiuttered

MmagweFifi:heyMmaBonnieIthinkgolomogaga

Lelekeletimona.Isshenotawakeyetkemo

rapelele.Ialsowanttotakehertochurchfor

deliverance.Leleistooyounghowcanshe..



Mavis:(irritated)canyoupleaseleavemychild

alone.Iknowyourchildrenareperfectbutitdoesn't

meanyouhavetojudgemychild.Orayaletimona

laeng.

Sam:ladieswehavetogonow.ReleboneMmagwe

Bonnie.PleaseforgivemywifeIguessonease

mogoapehela.BabearetsamaeyouwillseeLele

someothertime.ThanksalotMmaBonniefor

drinks.

Takinghiswifebyhand

Sam:areyemylove.Jakeswewilltalkbra.You

havetoplantotakeyourwholefamilykoretswang

teng.CapeTownissoworthitkeagobolelela

Jacob:Iwillconsiderthat.Letmetakeyouguysout



TheycalledMiaandallwalkedoutasmommy

clickedhertongueandswitchedontheTVto

distractherself.

AtLesedi'shouse

LaterthateveningLesediaccompaniedMmaCto

herhouseaftershespentthewholeafternoonwith

them.

MmaC:Idon'ttrustthosepeople.Yourmomis

difficulttoconvincenkaboaSayakootota.

Lesedi:wetriedMmaCgopadile.Ifshebelievesin

anythingyoucan'tchangeher..

MmaC:yahIrealizedthat



Lesedi:don'tworrymamaisawomanoffaith

nothingwillhappentoher.

MmaC:Ibelieveso.Sedingwanakekeepthegood

workup.Youarenotonlyintelligentatschool.O

mosadinyana.Lookathowyouaretakingcareof

thefamily.

Lesedi:hahahathanksMmaCItry.

MmaC:youaresomature.Andfocused.Kabo

shouldhavegottenagirllikeyouinsteadofbo

Bridget.Koorekeenganeasagoreeommatela

ditsalatsagagweinsteadofwhathedid.

Lesedi:ahKaboreallydisappointedme.

MmaC:eishmathabisadithong.Anywayboroko



ngwanakeboelabaneng.Faleboifaletlegoetisa

kwanorralelwapaBobogoikgonaenefelakana..

Lesedi:hahahammeIthinkotogaatla.

MmaCenteredheryardandLesedireturnedback

home.Justbeforesheenteredthegateherphone

beepedreceivingansms:

'babe:babeI'matthejunctionfaturnetlangkoga

lona.IreallywanttoseeyouImissyou.Ketshaba

Bobommasianelakwanomylov'

shesmiledeartoearandrushedtothejunction.

NIGHTPLSLIKENSHARE
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Theeveningbreezewasabitchilly.Alexstepped

outofthecarandsmiledbroadlyfacingLesedi.He

wrappedanarmaroundhershouldersandpulled

herclose,gentlyrubbingherarm.Shesunkintothe

warmthofhisbroadchest.Hepeckedherslightly

onthecheek.

Alex:(sofly)Babylet'ssitinthecar.Bobomight

appearanytime

Lesedi:okhopewewon'ttakelongbanabasetseba

lenosi.

Shegotintothepassengersseatandtheysatinthe

carchatting.Alexgaveheranotherpeckonthe

cheekandsheblushed.



Alex:babeI'veprintedforyoualistofschools

offeringmedicineintheUKandStates.Youcango

andhavealookoiketeleandreadaboutwhatthey

offer.

Lesedi:youaresuchasweetheart

Alex:Inearlydestroyedmylifethinkingyoubroke

upwithme.Ifelttherewasnohopetota.Butgirl

hereweare,youaremygirl.

Heputhishandsonherthighandsheblushed

lookingintohiseyes.

Lesedi:I'vealwayspromisedmyselflwilldateafter

universityhereIam.Icannotdescribewhatyoudo

tomebutyoudosomething.

Alex:Iloveyoutothemoonandback.Forsureyou



aregoingtobemywife.

Theypushedtheirseatsdownandlaiddown

chattingastheylookedup.

AtMahalapye

Jonasarrivedfromthehospitalaseveryonestared

athimtohearthenewshebrought.Hewent

straighttothekitchenandpouredthewateronthe

glass.Hestartedsippingitsittingdown.Theirother

unclewhohadaccompaniedhimtothehospital

alsosteppedintothehouseandsatdownquietly.

LuciawheeledMpotsengfromthebathroomand

theyjoinedthetwosadmeninthesittingroom.

JonasstartedrubbinghisreddisheyesasLucia

staredathimsuspicious.Mpotseng'sdaughteralso



joinedthemandsatonthevacantcouch.

Lucia:JonasgorilengoretshosaJaanawhyare

youreyessored?

Mpotseng:tellmethebathongyouareactingweird

ismysonokay?

Jonas..

Mpotseng:(shouting)heelaJonaslearedidimalela

neh?

Uncle:thedoctorcalledustothehospital.JaakaRra

Boikoboadulehaalelaelaandwehadameeting

withhim..

Mpotseng:heyheyhey!stopbeatingaroundthe



bushtellmeifmysonisdeadtellmenow.

Uncle:pleasecalmdownmmaLoago.

Luciasteppedclosertohersuspiciousofwhatthey

wereabouttohear

Uncle:eemmare..Rere

Hislipstrembledunabletoutterwords

Mpotseng(angrily):Buakwaosemumuneh

Uncle:whenwearrivedweweretoldLoago's

situationisbadandhewillbetakentoICU.Wewere

toldtowaituntiltheysettlehimdown.Wewaited

outsideforthemthenshortlytheotherdoctorcame

backandcalledusintotheofficeagain.



Unfortunatelyoursonisgonehecouldn'tmakeit.

Theysaidhisheadwasaffectedandhecouldn't

reallysurvive

Mpotseng:no!no!mychildhecan'thecan't!lea

nkaketsaJonas.(Screaming)kareleayakalona

ngwanakewatshela.Iknowheisalive.whenIleft

thehospitalLoagowasalive,no!

Mpotseng'sdaughterLekang,screamedloudlyand

thechildrenconfusedlyenteredthehouseasshe

rushedoutcryinghysterically.

Uncle:rethusenghooletshwaremothoyoo

basimane.BitsangboMmaDikgodukafabatleba

rethuse.

Meanwhileataxidroppedtwoelderlywomenwho

arethefamilyauntswhojustcameafterJonas

smsedthem.Theneighborsalsorushedin,inlarge



numbers.MpotsengcriedhystericallyasLucia

liftedherfromthewheelchairandplacedheronthe

mattress.

AtLesedi'shouse

Theboyswerewatchingcartoonswhensuddenly

thehousewentblack,lightsgoingoff.

Rea:chifchifmotakaseotimile.Sediokaennaka

boifa

Kgosi:Sedigaayo

Theboysstoodandtriedtowalkaroundthehouse

bumpingonsofas.

Rea:KgosiEmahooautlwa.I'mlookingforcandle



famotlakaseokgaogamummylightswithit.

Reausedhishandstofindhiswaythroughtothe

kitchen

Hesearchedthroughthespoonsdrawerandfound

acandle.

Rea:ChifkeBatamanchisyaanong.

Hesearchedwithhishandsthroughthedrawers

andpulledaboxofmatches.Atthesittingroomhe

kneltbythecoffeetableandlitthecandle.Itkepton

goingoffanditcouldn'tstandstill.Hethenfounda

smallboxwhichSediusuallyusedtoputherpens.

Heputthecandleonitanditleanedonitscorner.

Helitthecandleagainandthrewthematchstick

away.



Hepunchedtheairincelebrationasitlitthehouse.

Kgosi:butitsstilldarkgagobonalethata.

Rea:it'sokaymonna.KoboyaSedikeele.Let's

sleeponthematandcoverourselvessothatwhen

thethievescometheydon'tseeus.

Kgosi:Iamafraidofthethievesthat'sagoodplan.

TheypulledLesedi'sfleeceblanketfromoneofthe

sofaswhereshewasseatedearlierandfellonthe

carpet.Theycoveredtheirwholebodiesandheads

andtheygiggledunderit.

Rea:shhhhh!Chiflet'skeepquiteandsleepwhatif

thethievesfindus



Kgosi:okay.

Rea:justputyourfingeronthelipsandkeepquite

Theyputtheirfingersonthelipsunderneaththe

darkenessoftheblanket.Afraidtoutteranywords

theyslowlydriftedofftosleepwithinafewminutes.

Atthebars

Bobostaggeredaroundandapproachedsomeguy

kissingagirlshehadbeenbuyingbeersfor,He

clickedhistongueandforcefullypulledthegirlfrom

theguy.

Bobo:oaItshenyahelagoneyanalaitaakamo

cheringyame



Beforeheknewittheguypunchedhimonthe

stomachandhestaggeredbackalmostfalling.He

balancedhimselfandcamebackwithaweak

punchontheguywhichheblockedwithhisarm.

Theguypulledhistinybodytowardshimthrough

histshirtandangrilyfacedhimroaringinanger.

Guy:ontwaetswakeengnemonnahe?

Helookedintohiseyeswithscarybigeyes

sparklingwithanger.

Guy:Heelaketlagothubelakgetsanathemmonna

Bobotrembledfacetofacewiththeguytryingso

hardtofreehimselffromhistightgripbutfailing.

Guy:Buagapewarekearengsegatamarokgweke

wena.OselaMadiabirionedayobatlagoretena



TheguythrewseveralpunchesonBoboashelifted

hisarmstryingtoblockthem.Buteachpunch

landedstraightwhereitreallyhurt.Hekickedhis

stomachasthecrowdgatheredaroundwatching

andsometakingvideos.Someguyjuststeppedout

toassistrealizingthisguymaykillBobo.

Hesatonhisstomachandthrewseveralpunches

onhisface,asBobodesperatelykickedtheair

tryingtofreehimself.TheSamaritanguypulledoff

theguytryingtorescueBobowhowasnow

bleeding

Samaritanguy:moitshwarelelaitaakatherraomo

iteileoutlule.

Guy(standingup)mothakayowantlwaelathebanna

aenoman!



Thegirlwhomtheywerefightingforpickedthe

guy'swalletandranaway.

*

*

MeanwhileinsideAlex'scar.Alexranhisfingerson

Lesedi'sthighsuptohertummyandfinallytouched

herpointedteats.Lesediclosedhereyesenjoying

evrytouch.Alexsofltykissedherneckandgoton

topofherFrenchkissingher.Inthatsplitofa

secondeveryneveinherbodyandbrainbecame

electrified.Hisscentinvadedhernostrilsandsent

hertoaforeignlandwherenothingreallymattered

exceptthatverymoment.Hecontinuedtocirclehis

fingersaroundherpointedbreastsuntilhefinally

unhookedherbraandplacedhislipssucklingthem

up.Fewminuteslatershefeltthehardnessofhis

manhoodpokingher.Butwhenhewasaboutto

landhisfingersinsideherpondshecametoher

sensesandpushedhimabitaway.



Lesedi:Alexnotnow.Thisisnotwhatwepromised

eachother.Myphonehasbeenringingletmetake

thecall.Damn!lookoutside.OhmyGodit'sdark

andthekidsarealoneAlex!

Alex:babeimsorryyahyouarerightansweryour

call.BabeI'msorryfortakingthisthatfar.Wecan

neverhaveourfirstinacar.Iwasjustlostinthis

goodmoment.ButIrespectyoubabesorry

Lesediignoredhimandstaredathermother's

phonecalluntilitendedwhilebuttoninguphertop.

Lesedi:IhavetogoAlexandyoucan'tdropmeby

carIwillwalkIcan'tbeseencomingoutofacarat

thistime.

Alex:butbabebecareful.It'sabitdarkoutside



Lesedi:yahIwill

Hegaveheronelastpeckonthecheekandshe

rushedouttowardstheirhomerunandbreathing

heavily.

*

Insidethehouse,thekidsweresnoringbsoftlyon

themat.Thecandlefelldownandburnedthepaper,

thenitcaughtthethrowcoveringthecouchandit

startedburning...

*

AtthebarstheSamaritanguyfinallymanagedto

pullawaytheguywhowasbeatingBobo.



ThenBobostoodandpickedhiscapembarrassed.

Heslidhishandsonhispocketsandwalkedaway.

Onhiswayhomehefrustatedlybithisbloodylips

andrubbedhisswollenfaceasaheadachestruck

him.Hecontinuedtowalkhomedisappointedat

himself.

GOODNIGHTSORRYFORLATEINSERTHAVE

BEENHELDUP.THANKSFORYOURPATIENCE

ANDCONTINUEDSUPPORT

KINDLYSHAREANDCOMMENTPLS
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AtMahalapye



Peoplecontinuedtogatherintheirhomeandfilled

upthesittingroombringingincondolences.Lucia

sighedafterdialingSediforthe5thtime.Shethen

dialedMmaC.Shetappedherfootdownseveral

timesanxiouslywaitingforhertotakethecall.

Mmac:MmaBoboheelllo

Lucia:helloMmaC,haveyounotcheckedLesedi

andthekids,I'mtryingtocallhersheisnotpicking

Mmac:ao!Ipartedwithherat6.Ispentthewhole

daywiththem.Nowtheelectricityisgoneitsdark

outside.Maybeherphoneisoff

Lucia:Noit'sgoingthrough

Mma:okIwillsendKabotocheckthem.



Lucia:(breathedasigh)MmaCwehaveafuneral

here.ThefirstbornsonforMpotsengisgone.The

onewhowasdrivingduringtheaccident

MmaC:ohmyGodthat'ssosadLucy?

Lucia:I'mserious

MmaC:mycondolencesLucyIwilltakecareofthe

childrenthissidejustbethereforyourfamily.I'm

sorryaboutthat

Lucia:yahthat'swhatIthought.Imayextendmy

staytilltheburial.ThankyousomuchMmaCfor

alwaysbeingthereformyfamilyitmeansalot.

MmaC:yahIunderstand.Youarewelcomennaka.I

knowthisiswhatyouwoulddoformeshouldI

haveanyproblems



Lucia:okMmaCsendKabotocheckboSedi.It's

unlikeSedinottopickhercalls

MmaC:Iwilldoso

SheknockedsoftlyonKabo'sroom

Kabo:mamaI'mstillputtingonmyclothesIjust

cameoutoftheshower

MmaC:okpapiwhenyouaredonepleasecheckon

boLesedi,Lucyistryingtocallhersheisnot

answering.Shewantedtoinformthemaboutthat

hercousinpassedon.Theoneswhowereinvolved

inacaraccident

Kabo:ohyah,OKayIwillcheckthemwhenI'mdone



MmaC:okpapiwhenyoucomebackcomeandtake

thesconesatthekitchen.Wecan'tcookitstoodark.

Kabobewareofthecandleinthehousepapi.When

yougoblowitoff

Kabo:okoladyhahahaIwillblowitoffbeforeIgo

Shelefttoherhousehummingagospelsong.

AtSam'shouse

Samandhiswifecuddledattheirprivatelounge

watchingaromanticmovie.

MmaFifi:BabeMmagweBonniehasreallychanged.

Shewaskindofdistantandcoldbut1wewere

therejusttosupporthernothingelse



Sam:justletitgohoney.Ithinksheisgoingthrough

alotwithLele'ssituation

MmaFifi:butmmeonaseriousnotewhat'swrong

withLele.whydidshetrytocommitsuicide?

Sam:reluctantly)sheispregnantandshefailedthe

subjectsshewassupplementing

MmaFifi:whatareyousayingpregnantnehoney?

Leleislike18yearsakere

Sam:yahsheisbabe

MmaFifi:GodI'velongtoldMmaBonnietotake

thesechildrentochurchbonagoregodiragalang.

Nomatterhowsuccessfuloneis.Godcomesfirst.

MmaBonniehasalwaysbeenbusywithworkand



sheforgotGod.Lookattheoutcome.

Sam:butevensometeenagersatchurchbackslid

andfallpregnant.It'sachallengeanyparentcan

face.Sowecan'treallyjudgeotherslove.

MmaFifi(sighed)Iwasnotjudgingthemmylove.Im

justconcernedaboutLeleshecouldhaveturned

outbettermaybeifshewasgoingtochurch

Sam:okayenoughwithLeleandherparentsbabe

wecanjustoffersupportwherewecanbutwecan't

makedecisionsforthem.Let'stryandgivethem

spacethistimetodealwiththeirchildthewaythey

want.Iguesswewouldwantthesamethingifit

wasoneofourchildren

MmaFifi:okay



Hepulledheroverandkissedherpassionately

unbuttoningherblouse

AtOB'shouse.

Behindhishouse,Obpickedthetwoweightsand

liftedthemforthelasttime.Thenheslidhishands

ontheglovesandwentforpunchingthebag.He

puncheditasfastashecouldwithsomuch

strengthandintensity.Fewminuteslaterhisphone

rangandhetookofftheglovesandpickedthe

phoneheadingtohissittingroom.Itwashisuncle.

Ob:Malome.

Uncle:yahmonnaObakengIwantedtotellyouthat

theletterfromyourfiancé'sfamilyaboutthelobola

neededhasfinallyarrived.Jaanongwehavetocall

ameetingsothatwecancomeandreadthe

contentsofthelettersothatyouyougoand



prepareyourselfwellintimea.

Hehesitatedforawhilethenanswered

Ob:yesyessir.

Uncle:.whyareyousohesitant?Iseverythingokay?

Ob:yesyesMalome?

Uncle:Theparentsweresayingyoucomeduring

theweekendtostartwiththepreparations.

Ob:okayIwillbethere.

Uncle:shapomonna.Arealmanshouldmarryand

takehischildren



Ob:yesmalome.

Hehungupandsighedfrustrated.Whilehewasstill

digestingthewholeissueanothercallcame

through.Itwasanunfamiliarnumberandhepicked

Ob:hello

Voice:hellosircanIspeaktoObakengwhoisa

nurseatJubilee.

Ob:(hisheartskipped)yessirthisishim.

Voice:okthankspapamynameisSamuelBasiame.

IamanuncletoagirlcalledKeletsoLelentle

Basiame.Doyouhappentoknowher?



Hisheartpoundedfasterandhekeptquite

Voice:Obakengarewetogether?

Ob:yessir.

Sam:IamanAssistantSupritendentatBotswana

PoliceIhopeyouwon'tmakeourconversationany

difficult.Ialsohopeyouwon'twanttomesswith

thelaw.RememberIcaneasilyhaveaccesstoall

yourinformationinmyposition.

Ob:heartpounding)yessir

Sam:okaythanksforunderstanding.I'mgoingto

needyourfullnamesandnamesofyourparentsor

youcansendanumberofyourunclewhomIcan

contact.Thensendmedirectionstoyourhome

village.Iwillhavetovisiteitheryourparentsor



uncle.SosendallthesethroughsmsjustafterI

hangup.

OB'Sheartpoundedashespokeandhefroze

unabletoutterwords

Sam:amIclearmyboy?

Ob:yes

Sam:wowthanksalotforunderstanding.Iwillbe

waitingforyoursmsjustafterthiscallwewilltake

itfromthere.Itseemsyouwillmakethebestson-in

law.Inourfamilyboyyoucantjustimpregnateour

childandrelax.Youhavetomarryherokay?

Ob:yessir



Sam:shap

HehungupandObthrewhimselfonthecouchin

frustration.

AtLucia'shouse

Meanwhilethefirerosedevouringthewhole

couchesthenitcaughtthecurtainsandtheblanket

coveringtheboys.Thesmokechokedthemasthey

coughedcontinouslyandwokeup.Theduowoke

uptoaninfernoandtheybothscreamedatthetop

oftheirvoicesinthemiddleofthefire.Thesmoke

billowedblackacrosstheroomfillingtheirsmall

lungs.Thecoughingwascontinuousaswellasthe

tearsoffrightthatstreameddowntheirlittlecheeks.

Theradiantheatwasintenseleavingthelittlesouls

inaninstantconfusionunabletoevenlocatethe

door.Theflamesraisedupcoveringthewhole



couchesandcurtainsandcatchingthewoodenunit.

Theflamesgrewlouderthanexpectedroaringas

theyconsumedanythingtheycameacross.

Theboyscontinuedtocoughcontinouslyasthe

blacksmokeoftheburningcouchesblockedtheir

nostrilsmakingitdifficultforthemtobreath.Within

thehousethefirespreadwitheaseturningtheonce

prettyhouseintoamazeofflames.Kgosi'slittle

shrieksslowlyfadeduntilhecouldn'tdoitanymore.

Heslowlymeltedinthemistoftheflames.Rea

finallyfoundthedoorandgrabbedKgosi'slifeless

bodyoutastheirclothescaughttheflamesandhe

screamedfromtheitchinessofflames.

Hetrippedonawoodenchairjustbeforethe

entranceandfellfacedownleavinglittleKgosi's

bodytobedevouredbytheflames.

*

*



AlongtheroadLesedibreathedheavilytiredofthe

runningandsloweddownassheapproachedtheir

home.Whensheraisedhereyesherattentionwas

caughtbyablacksmokecomingfromthedirection

oftheirhouse.Herheartnearlyfelloutofhermouth

realizingthattheirhousewasonfire.

Lesedi:ohMyGodthechildren!!JehovawhathaveI

done?

Sheranlikeaheadlesschickenandbumpedon

Kaboatthegatewhowasalsorushingfromtheir

house

Lesedi:iyooobathonghelp!helpme!HelpGod,

Jesushelpmybrothersareinside!

Shescreamedatthetopofhervoiceasneighbors

gotalertandrushedthrough.Kabopushedthedoor

openedandandithitReaonthehead.Thedoor



melteddownfallingasflamesrosehittingonKabo.

Lesediranintothefireandsomemanfromthe

neighborscaughtherasshekickedtheairtryingto

escapeandsaveherbrothers.Twomoremen

assistedKabowhowasfindingithardtopullthe

unconsciousboysoutasflamesofthefirewere

attackinghim.MmaBridgetdialedtheambulance

thenthefiredepartment.

Asneighborscontinuedtocrowdaround.Oneof

theneighborsbroughttwoblakentswhichthe

rescuerscoveredthemselveswithandsteppedon

theinfernotopullouttheunconsciouskids.

Lesediscreamedfightingwiththemanwhowas

holdingher.Shethenbeganchantinginprayer

askingGodtosaveherbrother

Lesedi:LordIamasinner.I'vesinnedagainstyou



I'vedonethingsagainstyourwill.Pleaseforgiveme

nowandhearmyprayers.SaveReaandKgosiGod.

Iwilldiewiththemifyoudon'tsavethem.

Shekickedandkickedtryingtofreeherselfandrun

intothehouse.

Neighbor:Lesediwaitforthemtorescueyour

brothersplease.Thisisdangerous.Theythereare

yourbrothers,theyaretakingthemout..Lookat

howthefireisevenattackingKaboitstoo

dangerousmygirl

Lesedi:oohh!Godwhatapunishment!Godarethey

okay!GODwhyisthishappeningnow.OhGodI

killedmybrothers.Jehovaforgivemysinsorletme

justdie.Ican'tseethemlikethis.

Thesirensoftheambulanceandfiredepartment

wailedthroughthestreetsasMmaClookedthrough



thewindowwonderingwhatcouldbetheproblem.

ShesawacloudofblacksmokefromLucia'shouse

andherheartskippedassherushedout.

Kabowasliterallywalkinginflamesashecarried

onhisarmstheuncouncisousReafollowedby

anothermanwhocarriedKgosi.Theylaidthem

downasMmaCcoveredthemwithherblanket.She

kneltdownbesidethemcryinghystericallyas

Lesedialsorushedtoseethelittleboys.

*

*

Bobo'sheartnearlyfelloutofhischestwhenhe

walkedintotheirhomepassingthroughacrowdof

peopleandtwoambulancestakingKabo,theother

neighborandthechildrenoutwhowereseverely

burnt.
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Thefirefightersfinallymanagedtoputoffthefire

anddeclaredthescenesafe.Thewholekitchenand

sittingroomhadburnttoashes.PartofLesedi's

bedroomhadburntandthewholeofLucia'sroom

hadburnt.Thewallsweredarkduetosmokeand

thesmokeodourwaseverywhere.Afewitemsleft

werealldarkenedbythesmoke.MmaCandLesedi

heldeachothertightlycryinghystericallylookingat

thedarkwalls.

Bobopacedupanddownwithglassyunshedtears

whichthendroppeddowneffortlessly.Hishead

throbbedduetoheadacheandthepainfeltlike

someonehadtakenaknifetohisskull.Hisface

wasexpandingduetotheswellsoftheearlierfight.

Butitdidn'treallymatter.Hecouldn'tfeelit

anymore.Staringattheirhomereducingtonothing



andtheambulancedisapperingawaywithhisboys

wasarealstabintheheart.Hewantedtoscreamit

outbuthewashelpless

Bobo:Modimowameplssavemysonandmylittle

BRO.IknowI'vepromisedyoutoquitalcoholand

neversinagainwhenmymomhadcancerbutI

didn'tkeepthepromise.Ididn'tevengotochurchto

justthankyoubutIpromiseyouthistimeGodIwill

beachangedperson.IwillfocusonlyonyouGod!

PleaseIcan'tlosemyBOYS,theyaremylife.They

aremymotivationtowakeupevrymorningand

work

LeseditearfullyapproachedBoboandtheyhugged

tightlyandbothbrokedowncrying.

Thecrowdstartedpickingafewitemsthatwere

notburntespeciallyattheroomsandtookthemto

MmaC'shouseasshedirectedthem.Everythingin

Thekitchenandsittingroomwasburnttoashes



MmaChadcalledacabwhichsloweddowntopick

themanddroveofftothehospital.Withheavy

heartstheyquietlysatonthetaxiwishingthis

wholethingcouldjustbeadream.

SuddenlyLesedi'sphoneranganditwasher

mothershejustcouldn'tbringherselftotakethe

call.Shefeltlikearealdisappointmenttoher

mother.Shefailedher.Thethoughtofherlittle

brothersnotmakingittraumatizedherandpanic

beganlikeaclusterofsparkplugsinherabdomen.

Herbreathingbecamemorerapid.Herbreaths

cameingaspsandshefeltlikeshewasblacking

out.Herheadspanoutofcontrolwithfearas

flashesofherlittlebrothersburntbodiesdisturbed

hermind.Sheletoutawailofdesperation

Lesedi:nooooonooooo!Pleaseno!ReaReawee!

KgosiKgosiwee!Godhelpthem



Shegaspedlikethereisnoenoughoxygenintheair

ShecriedbreathingoutheavilyasMmaC

unbuttonedhertopandunhookedherbratogive

hermoreair.

MmaC:crythepainoutmybabe,cryitout.OurGod

isthesavior.Remembershesavedmummywhen

wewereabouttolosehope.Letmecallthe

councilorarethusetotaLuciahastobetakenfrom

Mahalapyeatlekwano.

HeglancedatBobowhoseheadwasonhislap

throughout

MmaC:Bobowhathappenedtoyourface.It's

swellingoaiponatota?

Bobokeptquitetryingsohardtofighttearsforthe



sakeofherlittlesisterbuttheyfailedhimandrolled

down.MmaCdialedthecouncilorasthetaxislowed

downattheaccidentanEmergencysidein

NyangagweHospital.

Shetrappedthephonebetweenherearand

shoulderandsearchedforP30fromherbagthen

paidthetaximan.Theyallsteppedoutandstood

bythepackinglot,litbythebrightmoon.

FinallytheCouncilorpicked.

MmaC:NtaterenalemathatakanaLuciaowetswe

keserummesheisnotaround...Yes...Herhouse

caughtfireBanabalemotengandthekidswere

takenbyambulancestoNyangagwereatsena

jaanafaaccidentandemergency...Eerra..Weare

yettofindouthowtheyare.Kenalebabatonaba

gaLucia.Thesituationisbad...SheisinMahalapye

athercousin'splace.Hercousinhaspassedonbut

thefuneralissupposedtobeheldinMandunyane..

Ithinktheywillbetransportingthecorpse



tomorrow...Eerra.MmegobatlaLuciaayago

tsewacosthesituationisbad.Sheworriedlycalled

meearliernowIamfailingtoeventalktoher.I

guesssheisgrowingevenmoreworried....ok

councilorrekalebogathata..Thankyou...Letme

callherpastorandotherchurchmembers.Ketleke

tseneleBanareutwegoredingakatsa

reng.....yes.Gosiamentate

ShehungupandsighedasLesediworriedlypaced

upanddownandBobosatonanoutdoorchairas

fearoflosingtheboyswashedoverhimlikeatidal

wave.Astrangledsobtorethroughhimandhe

rubbedhisheadbreakingdown.

MmaCdialedthepastorinforminghimofthe

situation.Thenshesmsedotherchurchladies

tellingthem.

Mmac:Bobo,Sedi,areitshegetsengbongwanake

andgetin.Weneedtofindoutwhat'sgoingonwith



ourbabies.

Lesediwipedtearsassomesobsescapedherlips

butshetriedsohardtocalmdown.Withheavy

heartstheyalldraggedtheirfeetintotheaccident

andemergencysection...

*

AtAlex'shouse

Alexlaidonhisbedsmilingeartoearthinkingof

hismomentwithSedi.Thegreatestheeverhadin

allhisdatinglife.Hehaddatedmanykindsofgirls

butnoonecameclosetowhatLesediwastohis

heart.Hepromisedhimselfhewilltrytocalmdown

andwaitaslongashecanforLeseditobeready

forhimtounlockthetreasure.WithLesediitwas

notaboutsex,itreallydidn'tmatterthatmuch.It

wouldbeabonusifhecouldgetitsooner.Shewas



suchaspecialgirlandsheknewthatshewasgoing

tomarryher.

Passionandchemistrywashedoverhim just

thinkingaboutherandhecouldn'tstopsmiling

alonelikeamadman.Hetypedansms.

"Babe:I'vefinallyfoundyoumylove.Theonethat

makesmyheartmeltsintoxicatedbylove.Thebest

partofmydayisyoursmile beingwithyouisthe

bestchoiceI'veevermadeandaneasychoiceI

can'tconfuseittoany.Iloveyoumoreevery

moment.Iloveyourintelligence,youbeautyinside

andoutside,yourpassion,yourcourageandyour

resilience.Iloveyoursmile.BabeI'mcrazythemma

wena

Hepressedsendandsmiled.Hescrolledthrough

hisphoneadmiringLesedi'sphotosashewaitedfor

herresponse.



*

Atmyhouse.

Ilaidonmybedabsentmindelyscrollingthrough

thefacebooknewsfeed.ThenIrealizedmyfriend

KimwasonlineandIinboxedher

MeKimmyhowztswithat

Kim:KelsBaehowareyou.I'mgoodDarlshoware

you

Me:I'msurviving

Kim:survivingthat'stooshallowwhat'sgoingon



Me:eishthemmaIfailedmymathsandsciences

again.I'mkindofdiscouragedaboutthisschool

thing.MaybeIwasnotmeanttoexcel.

Kim:youarebeginningakereKels.Whatdoyou

meanbytht.Youshouldn'thavere-tookmathsand

scienceinthefirstplace.ThosearenotyourField

waitsehelagorennalewenakomathsengledi

scienceneredigogakomoragotsalaame.Neo

Lekaeng?Anywaynnakanagakeakaka

Itshwenyakadisupp.I'mcurrentlydoingtextile

hereinJtowntechnicalcollege.Planyamekegotla

gosimololaaverybigfashioncompany.Tota

dithakaTsedingwedimpaletsesothebestwayke

goLekakamatsogoame.

Me:wowthat'smygirl.NnaI'mjuststuckheren

eishtsalaameImessedupbigtymInearlyeven

died.

Kim:whatwaboorayaJangneKels?



Me:I'mexpectingnIjustcouldn'tacceptit.Kegore

neketshogilesoItriedtokillmyself.ButIsurvived

andthebabyisalsofine

Kim:GoodLordwhywouldyouwanttokillyourself

becauseyouarecarryingablessing.Kellymma.

OhmyGodallmyfriendsarepregs.Lentshapelo

kanakeratabana

Me:sheeKimwarekgakagafalelawaitseteenage

pregnancyekantshapelo.

Kim:onaseriousnoteKelsmyfriendgodisa

ngwanafelathenyoujoinmeinhussle.Feelingpity

foryourselfwillnothelpyou.Phosokephosoo

setseoedirile.Fabambinoatotobileobootla

sekolongkwanommagagonalefaelestress.

Me:hahahaokaymyfriendIwillfollowyou.Iknow



fromyouIcanlearnalot

Kim:hahahangwanakewagamangnemyfriend.

BokelskanaleaSelaSela

Me:mxmsiskanawenawaclaimangwanakegaa

narragwemmaogatilweketerena

Kim:hahahayouarelyingthemma.Bakaedichomi

tsagagoboLoneleyomongwekanagatwemang

Me:mxmdiphaphiTseo.LoneisatTlokweng

teachingCollegeandOreneileokoUB.I'mtheonly

onewhofailedmma

Kim:itshallbewell.Don'tforgetIalsofailed.Hey

kanadidn'tyousayyourhalfsisisanextdoor

neighborofBridget



Me:yahsheis

Kim:wevebeenchattingawhilebackandshetold

methereisfireattheirneighborshouse.Shewas

thereshesaidthesituationwasbadbecausethe

ambulancetooktwochildrenwhowereseverely

burnt.Shesaidtwoboys.Iwonderifit'satyour

sister'shouseorwhat

Me:whatareyouseriousKim.Sedihastwolittle

brotherskanaandsheisBrisneighbor.

Kim:eemmeshejustsaidtwolittleboyswere

severelyburntaregaatsayadinepebutsome

peopletookphotos.Gatwethegascylinderinthe

kitchenexplodedandthewholekitchenandsitting

roomburnttoashes.

Me:goodLordwaboorengnemma?Heelaletme

wakedaddyandaskhim.Whatifsomethingbad



happenedtoLesedi

Iputmyphoneunderthepillowandjumpedoutof

mybed.StillonmypyjamasIknockedonmy

parent'sbedroomdoor.

Mommy:Leleareokayngwnaka.comingEmagone

foo

Me:tsosadaddymamaIhavetotellhimsomething

Mummy:whatisitLelewaretshosa.Okaycoming

Fewminuteslaterdaddyandmommystoodon

theirbedroomdoorstaringatmewithworriedeyes

Me:somegirljusttoldmesomeonetoldherahouse

whichwesusceptitsatLesediplacewasonfire



andsomelittleboysweretakenbyambulanceto

hospital.Daddycan'tyoufindoutifit'sreallyLes..

Daddy:what??
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Daddy:WareLesediorileng?WarengLele?Whatis

goingon?

Me:I'mnotsurelennapapa.SomegirlsayLesedi's

neighborsaidahouseisonfire.Wearenotsureif

it'sLesedi'shouseornot.Ijustwantedyoutocall

hertoconfirm



Mavis:eishhh!Elegorewhatishappeningne

bathong?

Daddypacedupanddownworriedlywithhisphone

ontheearwaitingforSeditopickthecallbutshe

couldn't.Hetrieditseveraltimesbuttheywasstill

noanswer.Heslippedonhissweatpantsthenput

onahoodieandpairofsneakers.Hegrabbedhis

carkeys.

Daddy(tomommy)babeletmegoandconfirmif

mydaughterisokay

Mavis:babeitsto12gobosigocan'tyougointhe

morning

Daddy:what!Morning!DidIhearyouwellore

morningMavis?Wearetalkingaboutmydaughter

here.Ican'tevenwait5minuteswhenIhear



somethinglikethat.Iguessit'sthesamethingyou

woulddowhenyouhearofanyofourchildren.So

I'mgoingnowshap.

Shesighedandwentbackintotheirroomasdaddy

rushedout.

AtMahalapye

InahousefullofelderlywomenLuciatossedand

turnedworriedaboutherchildren.

Shekeptcheckingherphoneforansmsfrom

LesediorMmaCbuttherewasnothing

Shewasjustworriedaboutthemandwasfailingto

sleep.

*



Atthehospital

Lesedi,MmaCandBobowaitedforawhilebythe

benchesasthenursewenttocalloneofthe

doctorsassistingtheboys.Withherheadonthelap

shechantedaprayeraskingGodtosaveher

brothers.Bobokeptrubbingofftearsthatdripped

downfromhiseyes.MeanwhileaDrwhowas

attendingKaboandtheotherrescuercameoutwith

awhitecoatandastethoscopearoundhisneck.He

bowedlowgreetingthem

Lesedi:tearfully):yesDocaretheyokay?aremy

brotherswell?

Dr:I'vejustattendedtoKaboandMaxwell.Theyare

thetwomenwhorescuedtheboys.

MmaC:KaboismysonDr,isheokay?



Dr:yahheisfineafewburnsonthearmswhichwe

cleanedandbandagedbuthewillbefine.Hewillbe

dischargedtomorrow.Heissuchastrongand

courageousyoungman

Mmac:ohDocthankstoheartothat.Maxwelland

theboyshowaretheyokay?

Dr:,I'mafraidyouwillfindouteverythingduringthe

visitorshourinthemorningbecauserightnowthe

Doctorsarebusyworkingontheboystryingto

savethem

MmaC:canyouatleastassureusiftheywillbefine

Dr:noICntgiveanyassuranceatthisstageyouwill

waitforanupdateinthemorning



Hesaidcoldly.

Lesedi:Nooo!noo!youmeanweshouldgohome

andsleepnotknowinghowReaandKgosiare,Iwill

sleephere.

Bobo:yesIwillsleepheretoo.I'mnotsureifIwill

evenbeabletoclosemyeyes

Dr:itsquitecoldhereyouneedtogohomeyouwill

comebackat7am

Bobo(angrily)No!Docthat'smysonandlittlebrother.

TheyarebasicallybothmychildrenIwillwaithere

forthem.

Dr:okguysletmegetbacktowork



Hewalkedawayastheytearfullywatchedhim.

Lesedibrokedowncryingthenafterawhileshe

tookherphoneandtypedamessage:

'A:Idon'tknowifI'munluckywithloveorwhat.

EverytimeI'mtryingoutthingswithyousomething

badhappens.I'mtremblingrightnowAlex.Just

thosefewminuteswithyouinthecar.Ourhouse

burnttoashesmybrothers'livesareindanger.I

don'tknowwhethertheywillsurvivethis.Should

anythinghappentothemIdon'tthinkIwillalso

survive.Itwillbetheendofme,theendofus.I

can'tsurviveknowingIkilledmyboys.Wearein

Nyangabgwethedoctorswon'tletusseethem.I've

failedmymotherAlex.JustrunningafteramanI

failedtoprotectmyboysandourfamilyhouse.

Shepressedsentandslippedthephoneinthe



pocketofherjeansthenshewalkedoutsidetoget

someairandbumpedonthenurseswheeling

someonefromtheambulancewithbloodallover.

Thisiswhatshewasgoingtofaceeverydaywhen

shebecomesadoctor.Herheartsankasshestared

atthelifelessbodyofthepatientwheeledthrough

thehospitalcorridors.Shecheckedherwristwatch

anditwas1230hrs.30minutesaftermidnight.7am

wasstillsomanyhoursawayshejustcouldn't

handleit.

MmaCslowlywalkedbehindherasshepaced

aroundthehospitalcorridors.Sheguardedifshe

wasoccur.Bobosatonbencheswithhishead

down.

AttheCouncillor'shouse

Heputonapairofjeans,agolftshirt,andajersey

thenherubbedhisheaddialinghislittlebrother

Patrick



PATRICK:(yawningandrubbinghissleepyeyes)

HELLORaKagiso

Councilor:bonamonnaPatwee!getreadynowI'm

comingtopickyouwearegoingtoMahalapye

Patrick:What!Rakagisokananakoketo1.

Councilor:heyboyIsaidgetreadywearegoingto

Mahalapye.IhaveawatchIknowthetimemonna.

IpaakanyemonnaIwillbepickingyouin15

minutes

Patrick:butrraKwantshosa.GoingtoMahalapyeat

1amthat'skindofscary

Councillor:shapmonnaI'mcomingIwillbepicking

Bongoretsamayaleene



Patrick:ok

HehungupanddialedhismessengerBongo.He

tookawhiletopickandthenpickedwithalow

voicealsofeelingsleepy

Councilor:monnatsogamoborokong.I'mpicking

youintenminutes.WearegoingtoMahalapye.

Bongo:Mahalapye?Wearegoingnow?

Councillor:yes

Bongo:okay.

Councillor:yahshapincoming



HehungupandBongopausedforawhileworried

abouthisboss.Histonewastoosad.Hewondered

ifeverythingwasokay.Buthejustwashedhisface

andbrushedhisteeth.Thenheslippedonapairof

jeans,atshirtandasweater.Hewokehisgirlfriend

whowasfastasleep.HeknewforRakagiso10

minutesmeantexactlythat.

Bongo:babe!babe!I'mgoing,Rakagisoarehewill

behereintenminutes.HesoundsannoyedsoI

don'twantanytroubleI'malreadygettingready

Girlfriend:BongoraKagisoogoRutaboloiorwhat

thetimeisto1Wareleatswa?

Bongo:yaharewearegoingtoMahalapye.Wenafa

otsogajustpreparesomethingtoeatandrelax,

watchTV.Iwillcallyoutoupdateyou.

Gilfriend:mxmIthoughtIwillgetamorningglory.



Bongo:shemI'msorrymyloveIwillmakeitupto

you.OsekawabawatsamayakeisekeboePearl.

Whenhewastyinghisshoelacesheheardahooter

athisgateandhelookedthroughthewindowand

sawRaKagiso'swhiteTOYOTAHILUXdoublecab

waiting.Heknewthathisbossmeantbusinessthen

hetookhisphoneandrushedout.

Pearl:Bongokisstherraah.

Hewasalreadyrunninginthemiddleoftheyard

andsheclappedherhandsandclosedthedoor

gettingbackonbed.

Bongoopenedthecardooratthepassengers'side

andhoppedin



Councillor:Watsenwanemonnapotakafao

kgweetse,wenawarekegobileditsedibaka.Kego

kgweetsenna?WearepickingPatthenleavingto

Mahalapye.

Bongo:yessir

Hequicklyswappedseatswiththecouncilorand

theydroveout.

AtLucia'shome

Jacobsloweddownwithhisheartdrumming

againsthischestashelookedattheblackwallsof

Lucia'shouse.Hesteppedoutandwalkedclosely.

Thenhescreamed:

Jacob:noooooNooo!Godwhythis?LordIcan't

imaginewhathadhappenedtomydaughter.Butlet



herbesaveGod.Ican'tsurviveshouldanything

happentoher.Ican'tLord!

HehoppedbackintohiscaranddialedLesedi.

Shepickedandjustcriedinthepbone

Jacob:Babygirl..Baby..Sediweeareyouokay?Tell

mewhereyouarejusttellmekegolatelethemma

Lesedi(withpainandfeardrippingfromherwords)

inNyangagwe,pleasecome...I'mafraiddaddy!Im

afraid!Mybrotherswereburnt..Thedoctorsarenot

tellinguswhat'sgoingon.IcantsurviveIftheydie

papa.Ican'tdady.

Jacob:okayI'mcomingbabegirl.I'mcomingtobe

withyou.

Justhearingherspeakreliefwashedoverhimand



hepressedtheacceleratorspeedingofftothe

hospital.

AtAlex'shouse

Alexrubbedhiseyessadlyandwokefromadream

whereLesediwaswalkingawayfromhimandhe

ranafterherbutcouldnotcatchher.Thecloserhe

camethefurthershewent.

Alex:ohmyGodandwhatisthiskante?Ican'tlose

thisgirlGodI'mcrazyabouther.

Hecheckedhisphoneandthetimewas4amthen

herealizedtherewasansmsandheopeneditand

readit.

Hisheartskippedandnearlydroppedoffhischest.

Hekickedhisblanketsoffandrushedtothe



bathroomtowashhisfacehethenslippedintohis

sweatpantsandhoodieandwalkedout.Hegotinto

hiscaranddrovetothehospital.
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Ealierthatmorningaround6amJacobheldLesedi

tightlyastheywalkedtowardsthehospital.

Grabbinghishandshegaveitasqueezeasnerves

tookoverheroncemore.

Alexapproachedthemwithasadfacefollowedby



theDoctor.MmaCandBoboslowlyfollowedJacob

andLesedi.

Alex:Thedoctorisrequestingtoseetheboys'close

familymembers

Lesedi:noAlex!no!wedon'twanttheDoctorsoffice

wewanttoseeReaandKgosinow

Alex:calmly)yesIguesstheDr.willarrangethat

let'sgo

.

TheyslowlyenteredtheDoctor'soffice.Lesediand

Jacobtookthetwochairsfacingthetable.Alex

broughtintwomorechairsforBoboandMmaC

.

Dr:areyoualltheclosefamilymemberstotheboys



Them:yes

Dr:toJacob)areyouthefather?

Jacob:kindof,I'mthestepfather

Dr:ohyah.Okwhereisthemother?

Lesedisniffedholdingbacktearsastheyspoke

MmaC:sheisawayatarelative'sfuneral.She

doesn'tevenknowwhathappened.Fromherewe

willbearrangingtotellhersothatshecomes.

Dr:okay

Lesedi:thewaitiskillingmejustsayit.BuaDrBua

felaplease!



Jacobgaveherasqueezeonthehandthenarub

ontheback.

Dr:Thekidswereseverelyburnt.Theyspentalong

timeinthefireandthesmokeevenaffectedtheir

littlelungs

Bobo:angrily)doctorBuagoreBanabakaeaba

siame.Buaplsyouaredrivinguscrazy!

Dr:thekids.....

AtMahalapye

At6amBongopulledoveratMahalapyeShelland

theysteppedouttousethebathrooms.RaKagiso

stretchedabitthenheleanedagainstthecar

waitingforthem.WhenBongoandPatrickcamehe



suggestedthattheygoandorderTeaatwimpy.

Theywalkedintowimpyandtookseatsthenlooked

intothemenus.Thewaitercameandtheygavehim

theirordersashescribbledthemdown.Hewalked

awayandRakagisotookoffhisspecsandrubbed

hiseyesthenheuttered.

Rakagiso:acertainwomannamedLuciainblock

fourishereinMahalapyebutherhousewasburnt

toashes.Hertwochildrenwereinside.Omolosong

gonemoMahalapyesowehavetotakeherto

Francistown.Atthisstagewearenotevensurethe

kidsareokay.(Scratchinghishead)it'saterrible

situation(sighed)idon'tknowhowIamgoingto

facethatwomanandtellherthatherwholehouse

burntwiththechildreninside.

Patrick:ahRaKthat'sterrible!

Bongo:eishsadnewsindeed!



RaKagiso:soIwillhavetocallhernowtoaskfor

directions..itscomplicatedtotammewewillhaveto

findwaystotakeherhome.

Patrick:justtellherthetruth.It'salwaysbetterthat

waygonalegolobelwa

RaKagiso:mathatalennaIdon'tknowthewhole

truthyetI'mwaitingforthewomaninFrancistown

toupdateme.TheysaidgotulwebatlabonaBana

ka7am.7gaakgakalagorayagorewewillwaitto

hearifthekidsareokaygoreretsamaerenalethe

fulldetails.

Bongo:Ithinkit'sbetterthatway,eishgobothoko

Jang.IonlyhaveonesonForomane.Ican'timagine

losinghim.Losingachildistheworstthingthatcan

everhappentoanyone.



Patrick:yahgobothokoRaKagisolennaIcan't

imaginelosingmyhomeandchildren.

RaKagiso:okletmecallher

HedialedLucia'snowithapoundingheart.Itrang

twiceandshepicked

RaKagiso:MmaMosweukemokhanselara,lea

tsoga?

Lucia:ahahRaKagisokelona!Reatsogammega

reatsogaremodintshongkwano.Iseverything

okaylenkubugetsejaana?

RaKagiso:eemmathat'swhyIjustcalled.Iheard

MmaChedumentioningthatyouareinafuneral.I'm

inMahalapyeandIamabouttoleaveto

FrancistownIwantedyoutotellmedirectionske



fetekedumedisa.

Lucia:okayweareinTshikinyegawardletmegive

yousomeonetodirectyouproperly.

ShegavethephonetoJonaswhodirectedthe

councilorandagreedwithhimthathewillwaitby

thetuckshopnotfarfromtheyardwherehewillbe

visibleenoughforthemtoseeyou.

Concilor:okayntateretlaborelekakooinbo15

minutes.Wearestillfinishingsomethinghere.Just

holdthatphonesothatwhenIcallyouanswerme

Jonas:okaytankimongwame.

Hehangupandfacedtheguys.Thewaiterhadjust

broughttheirfood.



Concillor:bannaarejengjaakabannawedon'thave

timetowastehere

Them:okaysir.

*

Athome

IwokeupearlyandIcouldn'tsleepanymoresince

daddywasnotyetback.IloggedonFacebookand

scrolledthroughthenewsfeed.Idroppedthe

phonedowninpanicafterIwentthroughavery

heartbreakingpost.Itwasapictureoftwomen

carryingwhatseemedlikelifelessbodiesoftwo

boyswithburnsallovertheirbodiesandthepost

read:

Lifecanbecruel.Godwhydidthishappentolittle



soulslikethese.RESTINPEACELITTLEBOYS.You

arenowangels.

Me:noooo!goodLordwhatisthis.NoooGod!

Lesedihasgonethroughalot.Don'tdothistoher

sheismysisterwhichmeansherbrothersaremine.

Godwhythis?

Ipickedthephoneagainandwentthroughthe

comments.Theywerenothelpingmeanybetter.

Amongstthemwere:

'Ntshadinepethemmathat'sbeing

insensetive whatifotherfamilymembersdonot

knowaboutthisyet'

'RiPlittlesouls '

'Iyoothisispainfulbathong RIP'



'SHEMtheypassedonnemma,Iwastherekebone

molelooleandeverythingIjustwalkedawayfaba

ntshiwa.Icouldn'thandleit '

'heelathat'smyclassmate'sbrothers '

Thecommentswerenotmakingitanybetter,my

heartshatteredintopiecesandIbrokedowncrying

likeababy.

StillcryingIknockedatmymother'sroomIthrew

herthephoneandcoveredmyfacecrying

Mommy:Lelewhat'sgoingon?

Me:withpaindrippinginmywords)it'sthemmama

it'strue.ThoseareLesedi'sbrothers.Bashetsemo

ntlong.Godit'ssopainful.Iftheyaremysister's



brothers.Theyaremybrotherstoo.

Shesadlyhuggedmetightly

Mommy:I'msorrybabyI'msoosorryaboutthismy

girl.Idon'tknowwhattosaybutI'msorry.isLesedi

okay?

Me:I'mnotsure,butmaybedaddycouldhavetold

usifshewashurtcossaleatsamaile

Mommy(pattingmyback)OKbabe,OKitiswell

Godshallseeusthroughmygirl.

**

AtMahalapye



Thecouncilorsloweddownbyanorangetuckshop

andanoldmanwearingabrownhatandacheck

coatjacketapproached.

Patric:gasegorekeeneyomdalawateng

RaKagiso:Ithinkso

TheoldmancamecloserandRaKagisorolleddown

thewindowtalkingtohim.Hehoppedintothecar

andsatnexttoPatrick

RaKagiso:sirkenaCouncilorMoabi

Man:eerrannakebitswaJonas

Rakagiso:waitfirstBongoIneedtobriefMrJonas.

NtateJonasrenalemathatakoFrancistown.Mme



Luciakeengsagago

Jonas(withapoundingheart)sheismycousin.

BanabagannakebasiamentaterMoabi?

RaKagiso:ntateJonasmaabanegonnilelemolelo

kontlongyagaLucia.Andthesmallchildrenwere

inside

Jonas:noooo!NgngnyaaaMrMoabiremo

mathatenggalenotthisagain!

RaKagiso:I'msorryrreJonasweneedtotakeLucia

backhomebecausewearenotsureifthechildren

arefineasIspeaktheolderonesarewiththe

Doctorstheyareabouttoheariftheboysarefine.

Jonas:Iyoobathong!ntloehitsiwekeeng

mokhanselara.Esheleyotlhe?



RaKagiso:eshelethataMalomegakeisekeitsese

sebakilengmolelo.

Jonas:IyoobathongkeagolebaLuciakerengnna

kadikgangtse!

RaKagiso:wehavetogobacktoFrancistownwith

Lucia.Youwillhelpusbreakthenews.

Jonas:eishgothatabathong.Oklet'sgo

Theyslowlydrovethroughintotheyard...

Atthehospital

Boboswallowedhardfacingthedoctorsacredof

whathewasabouttosay.



Dr:...OkayletmesayIhavebothgoodandbad

news.Iwillstartwiththebad...

Lesedi:noooo!Godwhy?

Bobo:lethimspeakSedithewaitingiskillingme.

LesedisqueezedtighterJacob'shandwhileMmaC

alsoheldBobo'shand

Dr:asyou'veseenhowbadthefirewas.Theboys

weremainlychokedbysmokeandsmokeisvery..

Bobo:sircanyoupleasespareusthedetailsandtell

uswhereourchildrenarepleaseplease!

Dr:I'msadtotellyouthatKgosididnotmakeit..He...



Lesedi:standingupwithhandsoverthehead)

Nooooo!Noo!Nooo!
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Lesediwailedasloudasshecouldtryingtorun

awayasJacobheldhertightlysoothingherby

rubbingherback.

Boboclenchedhisteethtryingsohardtocontain

hispainbuthecouldn'thandleit.Hebrokedownas

sobsescapedhislips.Heshookhisheadin

disbelief.



Bobo:ng!ng!NoooNooo!Docnoo!HowwillIface

mymotherafterthis.IknowI'muselessbutformy

lilbrothertodieundermywatchsuchaterrible

death.Nooo!GodkillmealsoIcantfacemymother

Lesedi:Ican'tfacehertooBoboIcant.NooDoc!not

ourlittlechief.TheprinceofourhouseRea'stwin.

NoooDoc!

MmaCbreathedahugesighrubbingBobo'sback.

MmaC:ngakagobothokothata.Tellusaboutthe

otherkidsothatweseewhattodobut.

Dr:mycondolences.Wetriedourbesthewasfailing

tobreathduetothesmokethataffectedhislungs.

Theywerestuckinalotofsmokeforawhile.Asfor

Reatilewearestillassistinghimwithoxygenbuthe

willmakeit.I'mgladthathisfacewasnotburntat

all.Itisjustreddishbutnoburns.Mostpartsofhis



bodyexperiencedwhatwecallseconddegree

burnsandtheyaretreatableandmayfadewithtime

exceptfortheleftshoulderandwholeleftarm

whichexperiencedthirddegreeburns.Thisarmis

goingtorequireeitherskingraftingoruseof

syntheticskin.

Lesedi:what?Whatdoyoumeanuseofsynthetic

skin

Dr:it'sartificialskinoranymaterialusedtoreplace

eitherpermanentlyortemporarilythedermaland

epidermallayersoftheskin.Rea'sskinfortheleft

armhasbeendamagedsuchthatbothlayersofthe

skinaredamagedandnotfunctioning.The

importantthingaboutartificialskinwillbeto

provideprotectionfrominfection,dehydrationand

proteinlosssincesheexperiencedsevereskin

damage.Artificialskinallowstheareatobesealed

topreventfluidlossandbacteriafromentering

throughthewound.



Lesedi:andthenskingratingyonewhatisit?

Bobo:ahnongakathisisnotnecessaryyouare

sayingbigEnglishword.Nnarrakebadileform

3.andyoushouldknowthatthepersonyouare

talkingaboutismyson.Keisakaesekgoannake

shetswekengwanaandmylittlebrothergone.DoI

evencareaboutyourEnglishwhenIlostason.

(wipingofftearsthatrolleddownwiththebackof

hishand)Kgosiwasmorelikemysonbrayaka.I

can'tsurvivethistotaeish.JusttellusgoreReao

tlasiamakanajang.Eish

Hebrokedownandloudsobsescapedhismouth.

HecriedasMmaCheldhim.Alexwatchedhimand

lookedupastearsgatheredbehindhiseyes.He

blamedhimselfforthiswholething.Shouldhehad

notkeptLesediforlongthekidswouldbefine.He

didn'tknowtheirrelationshipwouldsurvivethisbut

heprayedthatLesedifinditinherhearttoforgive



himandallowhimtomarryher.

Lesedi:(withaseriouslook)Dr.Iwanttoknowwhat

skingraftis.

Dr:itmeansgettingaskindonoreitherfromthe

patient'sotherpartthatisnotaffectedandfeeling

upthewoundwhereskinwasdamagedorgettingit

fromotherhumanoranimal.

Lesedi:tearfully)ohmyGod..!Igetitthough

Dr:thanksforallowingmetoexplainthewholething.

Itwasnotaneasytasktodo.

MmaC:realebogangakagagobonolo

Jacob:wearethankfulDocforthedetailed



explanation

Dr:youarewelcome.nowfamilyyoushouldarrange

ongettinglittleKgosi'sbody

MmaC:yeslikewesaidhismotherisinMahalapye

butwehavearrangedforsomeonetogoandpick

her.Whichmeanswewillgetbacktoyousoon

Dr:ok.IwillupdateyoutomorrowonRea'scondition

itreallyneedspromptresponsetoavoidinfection

Jacob:thankyouDocwewouldlovethat.

Dr:MrOrebolengI'mthankfulforaccompanyingthe

familyandassistingmeinbreakingthenewseven

whenyouarenotonduty.



Alex(sniffing)welcomesir

Dr:areyouoff?

Akex:yesI'moff.OkayletmeassistwhereIcanif

maybetheywillneedtransport

Withheavyheartstheyallwalkedoutofthedoctor's

office

MmaCthensentamessagetothecouncilor.

'RaKagisokeMmathothapelokwano.Lucia'slast

bornsonislatetheotheroneisseverelyburntand

stillinthehospital.MakesureyoucomewithLucia.

Wehavetodecideontakingtheboy'sbodyfrom

thehospitaltothemortuary



ShethenfollowedAlextoshowherwhereKabo

was,Jacobsteppedasideanddialedhiswifetotell

himthesituationwhileBobosatonbenches

digestingthewholeissue.

Bobo:I'vefailedmyfamilySedi.I'marealfailure.I

thoughtIchangedbutimworse.Idon'tevenknow

howIwillfacemamaaboutthis.OrelaetseBana

thatagantsintsi.(tearfully)gokabogoshelerona

babatonaesengBanaSedi,evenifReasurvives

howwillhelivewithoutKgosi?Theywereliketwins.

Theyplayedtogether.Theywalkedtoschool

together.

Sedi:IequallyfailedmyfamilyBoboI'mnotbetter

thanyou.I'mworsebecausemymothertrustedme

withherchildren

Bobo:butyouarejustateenagerSedi.It'snormal

forteenstosneakaround.Whataboutmeanadult

almost30kelwelabanyanakodibarengbo



ngwanakebashwelamontlong.Lewenaongwana

Sediyoucouldhaveburnttookagoreongwana

whataboutmethefoolishadult.Ishouldhave

beenhitbyacaronmywayhomeanddiedwith

KgosiIcan'tforgivemyselfforthis.Ireallycant

Lesedi:don'tsaythatBobo,don'tblameyourself.

Godknowswhy.

Bobo:whatkindofGodalwaystargetonefamilyis

thereanythinglikeGodmmegone?

ahhey!

Heburiedhisheadonthelapandtearspouredout

oncemore.

Lesedi:Bobolet'sgoandseeKaboandMaxwell

theyriskedtheirlivestosaveourchildren.They

savedRea.



TheywalkedtothewardwhereKabowas.They

approachedcloserandstoodnexttoMmaCand

Alex.ByKabo'sbedMma'stearspouredoutforthe

firsttimesincethefirestarted

MmaC:youareaheromyson.Youwalkedontothat

firelikeahero.Youwillalwayshavethoseburn

scarsthatprovesthekindofheroyouare.Theboy

youcarriedonyourarmsReaisalive.Unfortunately

welostlittleKgosibutyouremainourhero

.

Kabo:(tearfully)IwishIcouldhavesavedbothof

thembutIhadnoprotectiveclothestogetinthe

fire

Lesedi:itsariskyoutook,somemenwerewatching

likeit'samoviesometookphotosasiftheyare

journalistsbutwenayouriskedyourlifeandgot

straightintothefire.



Bobo:KabolaitaakaI'mafailureandyouarethe

man.Thanksalotforwhatyoudidtomyfamily.Ga

keitsegorefaeneesekawenalemmaagototare

kaborelebagamang.ItseemslikebaduckIs

followingus

Kabo(withtearyeyes)mycondolencesmybrofor

thelossofChiefIknowhowcloseyouwereto

thesetwoboys.Iusedtoadmireitwhenyoutaught

themfootballotshamekalebone.

Bobo(tearfully)don'tevenmentionitKbIfeellikea

partofmehasbeentakenaway.(breathingheavily)

thisistoomuch!

Kabo:itiswell

Mma:KabomysonIneedtoleavewiththekidswe

needtogoandplanthewayforward.Youwillfind



ushome.Youwillletmeknowwhenyouare

dischargedsothatIfindtransporttopickyou.

Kabo:maybeyoucanwaitformecosngakaonea

reoyagontseelamedicationkakwathenhewill

dischargeme.

MmaC:ok

Theyallsteppedoutandwalkedtotheroomwhere

Maxwellwas.Hesmiledseeingthemandthey

broketheSadnewsofKgosi'sloss.Theyalso

thankedhimforhishelpfulgestureofrescuinghte

kids.

Maxwell:II'msorryaboutthelossmayGodcomfort

therestofyouandmayheheallittleRea.IwishI

hadarrivedearlierbeforethecylinderbusted.

AtleastmyinjuriesareminorIwillbereleased

today.



Lesedi:wearehumbledreeMaxwellyoursupport

wasexceptional.

Alex:shouldyouneedanytransportletusknowso

thatweassist.

Maxwell:thankssirmybrotheriscomingintopick

me.

MmaC:okrealebogangwanaka.Tiroeleidirilengle

Kaboekgolo.MayGodblessyou.

Maxwell:thanksmme.MayGodhealyourhearts.

Thisisarealtragedy.

TheyalllefttotheparkinglotwhereJacobwas

waiting.



Jacob(toAlex)thanksfortheemotionalsupport

papa.Iwilldrivethemhome.

Alex:Iwillfollowyouandbewiththemforawhile

Lesedi:justgohomeAlexeish

Jacob:youknoweachotherkante?

Alex:yeswhenmmaMosweuwassickshewas

admittedatourward.SoIusedtobeclosetothem

alot

Jacob:ohyahyou'vebeenthroughitallwiththefam.

Justcomealongmaybetheyarethingstobetaken

careofatthehouse.Retshwanetsegobaakanya.



Wearenotyetsurewherethefuneralwillbeheld

sincethehousehasburnt.

MmaC:yeshecanassistusgapekekopao

mpegelemysonwantshiwaleeneheisoneofthe

rescuerssoosheleleene.

Alex:okaynoproblemletmegobacktohiswardke

moemeleIwillcomewithhim

MmaC:thanksalotsonyouhavealwaysbeena

helpfulyoungman.

TheyallgotintoJacob'scarandhedroveoutas

theyremainedquiteandsad.

GOODDAY
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AtMahalapye

Astheysatonplasticchairsbeingservedwithtea

andmapakiwatheCouncilorreadMmaCsmessage

andreleasedahugesigh.Afterawhilehecalled

Jonasasideandtoldhimaboutthedeathoflittle

Kgosi.

Jonas:RreMoabithisisgettingdifficultthanI

thought.Kanamosimaneyookelastbornyaga

LuciahowdoIfaceLuciaandtellherthatherlast

bornisnomore.Eish.



Councillor:callanytwoelderlywomeninthefamily

andtellthemsothatwhenwetellherbabobamo

tshegeditsebasetsebautlule

Jonas:okay

Jonassteppedintothehousefullofoldwomen.He

squattedbeforeMmaMphoandwhispered

somethingtoherearthentoMmaMarurianddid

thesame.

TheybothfollowedhimoutasLuciawatched

suscipiciously.

Lucia(toMpotseng)whatishewhisperingabout

yourbrotherwithboMmaMphobatswaba

thomaganyejaana

Mpotseng:thatonelovestoorderpeoplearound.



Jonaswantseveryonetolistentohimonlykana.

Lucia:butkanaourCouncilorinFrancistownorileo

tlafetaJaanaIgavehimmyphonetogivehim

directiongosebakanyanamme.Mmejaanongke

yoosebasebafelaJonasgaampolelelegore

mothookae

Mpotseng:ijakemathataobaisakaebommaMpho

jaanongbasarebolelelegoreserepaseyago

emelelanakomangeish!!

MeanwhileoutsideJonasandthetwowomen

whisperedandtookchairssittingdownjoining

RaKagisoandhisguys.Theytouchedtheirmouths

inshockasthenewsweredeliveredtothem.

Jonas:JaanongbagaetshoIwillhavetogoandcall

Luciaretleremothubelemathataalosolangwana

lemolelowantlo.SoIcalledyouhereaseldersto



assistmewithdeliveringthesesadnews.Rre

MoabielengMokhanselarawantstoassistwith

takingLuciatoFrancistowncozgareatsamaeka

bonako

MmaMaruru:eishgobothokotota!

MmaMpho:gorayagorelosoGoyagoreleyekogae

kajaanongntloeshelekemathata!Mantloatoropo

kanake1houseintheyard.Ifit'sgoneit'sgone.

Jonas:yahit'sarealproblembutIcalledyouhere

cosIwantoneofyoutojointhemandgowithLucia.

Otlhokagotsamayalemongwewafamily.Others

wewilljoinyouwhenwearrivesincelatertodaywe

willbetakingLoago'scorpsetoMandunyane

MmaMaruri:MmaMphoyouwillgowithherakere



MmaMpho:nogoMmaMaruru,Ican'tmanage

MmaMaruru.Ithoughtyouwillgocosyouarea

closefamilymembertoLuciaomogatsa

mogoloalwe.AnywayIwillgo.

MmaMpho:okaythanksMmaMaruri.EishMonkgogi

wagotswamotoronkongasenalefaabayang

tlhogoteng.Ntloyaboneeshele.Kogamegaa

gate.Hemightcomeoutkanainbo3months

Jonas:thankyouMmaMaruru.MmaMpholet'stry

tofocusonwhatwearefacingnowandforget

otherfamilypolitics.I'mcallingLucianow

Jonas'sheartpoundedashewalkedtowardsthe

house.HeemergedafterawhilefollowedbyLucia.

Luciasmiledbroadlyrevealingherwellarranged

whiteteethwhenshesawthecouncilor.Shebowed

lowgreetinghimthenshewentontogreetPatrick



andBongo.Hersmiledissappearedwhenshe

realizedthetwowomenwholeftearlierwerealso

seatedtherelookingsad.

Lucia:iseverythingokayMmaruruletswetseengko

ntlong?

Shesuspiciouslylookedatthemwaitingforan

answer.

MmaMaruru:sitdown,sitdownLucia

Lucia:yesI'msittingdownbutwhatstheproblem?

WealreadyhaveenoughPROBLEMS!

Shesatdownandanawkwardmomentofsilence

prevailed.MmaMaruruclearedherthroat.



MmaMaruri:Lucynnakaoitshegetse

Lucia:what'sgoingonMmaMarujusttellme,are

mychildrenokay?Youarescaringmewhat'swrong?

MrMoabiisthatswhyyouarehere?Bongwanake

basiame?Tellmeandbestraighttothepoint.I'm

panickinggakebatemothoyodikologangkgang.

MmaMaru:RreMoabiisnotheregolemonateLucy

Lucia:ohmyGodwhat'swrong?

MmaMaru:yourhousewentonfirelastnightyou

elderkidswereoutbutthetwoboysremainedalone.

Therewaspowercutandgatwetheytriedlightinga

candleand....

Lucia:nooooo!Godnoooo!Didtheysurvivethefire?

ButwherewasSediissheokay?Shenevergoes



anywhere,whathappened?

MmaMaruri:thefirewasbadbcosgatwewhenit

gotintothekitchenthegascylinderblastedand

increasedit.TheboyswererushedtoNyangagwe.

Lucia:aretheyokay?Wherearetheynow!

MmaMaru:MmeRreMoabioretlelakamafokoa

bothokonnakaagoreKgosiisnomore.

Lucia:nooooooo!!Nonono!ae!esengKgosiwame

ngng,MmaMaruNo!

Luciascreamedatthetopofhervoiceandquickly

stoodfromthechairrunningawayastheneighbors

andotherrelativeshelpinganxiouslystared

whisperingamongstthemsleves



Lucia:nooooo!Godkillmepleasenotmychild.Kill

meGod!killmerightnow!Ican'tburyKgosi.Where

isReathen!

Herbreathingwentraipidandshegaspedlikethere

wasnoenoughoxygenthenshemelteddownas

theyheldher.

AtMmaC'shouse

MmaCandSedigotbusypreparingMmaC'shouse

forthearrivalofLucia.

MmaC:SedingwanakeI'mwillingtooffermyhouse

forthefuneraltobeheldhere.Iknowgorekogae

gagonakoLuciaakarengoyateng.Gapegoloso

lelengwe.Sofornowlet'stakeeverythingoutofthe

sittingroomandputalargemattressakospare

roomandblanketsrebaakanyetsemmaago



Sedi:I'veneverseenasweetpersonlikeyouit'slike

youaremyothermotherMmaC.Thesupportyou

givemyfamilyalwaysbringmetotearsallthetime.

Thankyou.MmaCthisseemslikeadreamtome.

Allmytranscriptsandreferencesburntinthat

house.Wedon'thaveahome.God!

AlexsteppedinholdingKabo'smedicationasKabo

slowlywalkedbehindhim.

MmaC:wowletsilebongwanake.Thanksalotthe

papagomotsisa

Alex:welcomemam.I'mstillavailabletohelpka

sepefelaseseteng

MmaC:OKaccompanyhimtohisbackroomand

comeandhelpusclearthehousehere.



MeanwhileatLucia'shouseJacobsadlystaredat

theblackwalls.Ahomereducedtonothing!

Bobosadlymovedaroundinsidelookingforthings

hecouldpickwhichwerenotburnt.Hisheartsank

digestingthattheywereactuallyhomeless

Bobo:tearfully)eishMrBasiameIcan'tdothislet

megoandaskforaplacetoliedownatMmaC's

house.Thisseemslikethelongestnightmareever.

Jacob:eishyahIunderstandit'sokaymyboylet's

goback.

Bobo:KanaMamaisahustlerMrBasiame.She

sellsfoodandbakescakesandscones.Allher

ingredientsandequipmentsburntdowninthis

house.Willshesurvivethis?

Jacob:Godwillseeherthrough.Shefoughtand

survivedcancer.Sheisastrongwoman.Shewill



surviveeventhis.

Herubbedalonetearthatrolleddownhischeek.

ThentheylefttoMmaC'splace.Hisheartsank

whenhespottedaballwhichhealwayskickedwith

theboys.

Bobo:thoseguysweremymotivationtoworkhard

everyday.Eish!

Jacob:I'msorryboyI'msosorryaboutthis.

TheyjoinedAlexandSediinpreparingthehouse.

LateronBobowenttoliedownonamattressat

Kabo'shouse.LesediaccompaniedAlextothecar

whohadjustbideveryonegoodbye

Lesedi:thanksalotforstandingbyinthisdifficult

time.Ineedtoliedownabit.Ihaven'tsleptawink



sinceIsawthefirelastnight.Bomamaba

emeletseIdon'tknowhowIamgoingtofaceher.

Alex:itiswellbabygoandrest.I'mheretostandby

youalltheway.I'msorryIamtoblameforallthis.I

shouldn'thavestayedwithyouforsuchalongtime

otogetsebana

Lesedi:IguessI'mtheonetoblame.Ishouldhave

actedright.Ishouldhaveexcusedmyself.(tearfully)

butIjustrelaxedandhadfun.Iwasselfishtoleave

kidsaloneatthattimeofthenight

Alex:youwerenotitwasamistakenoone

anticipated.Trynottoblameyourself

Alexgaveheratightsqueezeofahugandthena

peckonthecheek.



Alex:IloveyouSedi

Sedi:IloveyoutoobutIdon'tthinkitmatters

anymore.Thisrelationshipsomehowledtomy

brother'sdeath.imightaswellletitgo.

Alex:IwillgiveyoutimetomournyourbrotherSedi

butIweI'llnotgiveuponus.SediIamaphonecall

away.Iwillkeepcomingtothefuneralandifyou

needhelpletmeknow.IloveyouIcan'tletyougo.

Pleasedon'tgiveuponus.

Lesedi(sadly)okayI'mnotsureIwillmanage

Shedraggedherfeettowardsthehouseand

bumpedonherfatherwalkingout

Jacob:babygirlI'mgoinghomewillcomebyinthe

evening.Iknowyouareastronggirl.Hanginthere



mygirl.Allwillbewell.I'maphonecallaway.

AnythingyouneedIwillassist.

HetookouthiswalletandpulledoutaP200note

andhandedtoher

Shenoddedtearfullyandherfatherpulledherand

squeezedherinahugasshecriedtrappedfora

whileinhisarms.

Lesedi:thankyoupapaforallyoursupport..

Hegaveherapeckontheforeheadandwalked

awayasshesadlywatchedhim.Hewassucha

gentleman.Itwouldhavebeennicerhadsheknown

herwhenshewasstillalittlegirlbutallthat

matteredatthattimewashewasthereandhewas

thereforher.



MmaCstartledhercallinghernameandshe

jumpedoutofherworldofthoughts

MmaC:goandshowerthenrestabit.Yourmomba

tsamayafaSeruleIthinktheyarenearer

Lesedi:okay

Sheslowlywalkedtothebathroomwhereshewas

amazedtoseethatMmaChadpreparedforher,a

warmbathandplacedanewfacecloth,toothpaste,

toothbrush,foambathacleanbathrobeand

sleepers.GoodLord!thiswomanisarealangel.

Shesmiledabitthinkingofallhergoodgestures.

Shedippedherselfinthewarmbathandpoureda

bitoffoambaththenshejustlaidinthereclosing

hereyesandwanderingofftotheworldofthoughts
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Laterthatdayaftertheprayerswhenteawas

servedJonaswalkedintothehouseandsquatted

beforeLucia.

Jonas:Lucynnakammelewangwanawaga

mogoloootsile,it'satKagisoMortuarysothe

funeralisscheduledforthisSaturday.Jaanongthe

elderssentmetotellyouthatwecantransfer

Kgosi'sfuneraltoMandunyane.Theywillbeburied

thesamedaylemalomaagweLoago

SheclearedherthroatandfacedJonashereyes



sparklingwithglassyunshedtears

Lucia:Jonythanksforthesupportpapa.Butno

Kgosigaafithelwekoo.HishomeisinFrancistown.

AndKgsoiisjustachildrekaseemeleSaturday

rightnowgoleSunday.Kgosi'sfuneralwillbeon

Wednesday.Atthathomeeagoletsengmogoyone.

IhaveasolidsupportsysteminFrancistownwho

aremyneighborsandchurch.Resaleretswako

MandunyanerelebanaJonas,mmeafudugelaka

ronamontloeshelenge.Sheleftustherea

itsamaela.Iboreallmychildrenthereandraised

themthere.It'sourhome.Justastructurehasbeen

destroyedbutthatyardremainsourhome.Ifyou

canlookoutsiderebatilebasimanetocleanthe

yardandaretakingoutremains.CouncilorMoabi

willassistuswithabigtentwherethefuneralwill

beheldonWednesday.Inthemeantimerenama

felarekopileborokofa.Youwillallcomehereto

supportmeifyouwant.Obabolelelemasikaa

gagogoregakeekoo.Theyfailedtodojustan

easything.SupportmewhenIwashospitalized



sufferingfromcancernowitsnotthetime.

Shesniffedandwipedhertearyeyes.Jonas

swallowedhardasherwordsstruckhimhard.He

couldn'tevenfindtherightresponsetowhatshe

justsaid.

Jonas:okIwilltakebackthemessage.Sophithoke

Wednesday?Sephuthoseteng?

Lucia:Iinsuredallmychildrencoskeaitseke

modiidigakenalesika.SoyesKgosi'scoffinis

there

Jonas(sighed)okay

Lucia:weareactuallysortedkakwanommefelawe

won'tdenyanyonetocomeandpretendtocareka

kegonemobagoitsengbotokamasikaame.Ifo



iseoboelekolapenggowithboMr.Moabiandmy

Pastorstocollectthebodyfromthehospitaltothe

mortuary

Jonas:okayketlanamakeletilefantle

HesteppedoutandLuciaburiedherheadonthe

pillowastearsbegantowetit.MmaCushered

mommyandItowhereshewasandwekneltbefore

herassheliftedherheadwithsadnesswrittenall

overherface.

Mommy:MmagweLesedidumelangwearehereto

offerourcondolencesforthelossoflittleKgosi.We

arewithyouinprayersinsuchtryingtimes.May

theLordhealyourhearts

Lucia:I'msothankfulmmaagweKellyIhearyour

husbandwasveryhelpfulhere.Oletsemokoloing

lebongwanake.I'mreallyhumbled.Thankyouso



muchforreleasinghim.

Mommy:welcomemmawehadtorespondsinceit

wasadifficultsituation

Luciayahit'sstillmorelikeadream Istillcan't

believethis.Kellyhowareyoumygirl?

Me:I'mfinemmaagweSedi.Mycondolencesfor

yourloss.MayGodhealyourhearts

Lucia:thankyounana.Inhimonlywetrust.

Therewasanawkwardmomentforawhilethenwe

bidhergoodbyeandwentout.Variouspeoplekept

kneelingbeforehertopasstheircondolences.We

bumpedintoLesedioutsideandIflashedherwitha

smile



Me:hisister.

Shetearfullyhuggedmetearsgatheringinhereyes.

Mommywasbusygreetingdifferentwomenthat

arrivedandsomewentintothehouse

Me:itiswellsistheLordshallcomfortyouand

family

Sedi:butwhyusLele?

Me:everythingisgoingtobefinesis.IknowI've

doneyouwrongandI'vebeenjealousofyoubut

withthisoneI'mgoingtoputallbehindandsupport

youlikearealsis.I'msorrySediImsosorry.

Weletgoofeachother.Thenwegrabbednearer



chairsandsatdown.Mommyjoineduswithachair.

Lesedinarratedtousaboutwhathappenedwith

sadnessdrippingfromherwords.

MeanwhileatthebackofthehouseBobomadea

phonecall

Voice:hello

Bobo:NeikennaBaboloki,Iknowyoudon'tcare

aboutoursonbutIthoughtIshouldjusttellyou

this.OurhousegotburntwithReaandKgosiinside.

Kgosicouldn'tmakeit.Welosthimremolosong

JaanabutReaisaliveandhospitalized.Heisa

youngboyandhisburnsarebadandseveresoo

thokagorobatswalemongwe.Someladyfrom

Olady'schurchvolunteeredtohelpwithReawhile

wearestillinthefuneralsoNeikeagokopacome

andhelpusbeinthehospitalwithRea



Nei:heelaBobonaarewareletshubilengwanake.

That'swhyyoutookhimfromme.Toburnhim.

Nowthatkesegaukegonelempatang.NoBoboI

can'tcomethereIhaveotherchildren.Yoolerileke

walonaleBahumiletlabonagoreleamoreng.

Bobo:areyouseriousrightnowNei?KeBuagore

ngwanawalwalaandthat'showyourespond?

Nei:Warelwala?lentselemotshubilenkannaka

goRayakarekebatlangwanakeasiameBobo.

Dithabidibothoko.AndthelabourpainsforRea

werenotajokeandlonaleamotsayaleago

motshuba.Nowyouwanttodumphimonmecos

heissick.Nooo!Youaregoingtotakecareofthat

childBobonotme.

Bobo:yesIwill.Idon'tknowwhyIhadtowastemy

timebyafoollikeyou



Nei:mxm..LebolailengwanayomontleJaanaBobo.

KanaKgosiwascutebatho.

Bobo:don'tevenmentionhimifyoudon'twantto

regretShap.

Hehungandpunchedtheairfrustatedly.Thisgirl

willnevergrow...

GOODNIGHTTHAT'STHELITTLEICOULD

MANAGETONIGHTIHADALONGHECTICDAY.

PLSLIKESHAREANDCOMMENT
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ThethreedayspassedinaflurryofACTIVITY.It



wasnoteasyfortheMosweufamilybuthavingGod

astheircentreoflifemadethingsmucheasier.

Luciahadastrongsupportstructurefromher

churchandneighborswhostoodbyherdayand

nightandshefoundcomfortintheirWORDS,their

prayersandevenjusttheirpresence.Amongsther

activechurchmemberswasmmaFifiwhoprayed

forherdayandnightevensometimesoverthe

phonewheneveryoneelsewassleeping.Withsuch

supportLuciawasstrongerthaneverandfeltready

tolayherboytorest,herking.Shewascertainto

surelymeethimonedaywhenthetrumpetsounds

andthedeadrose.

Earlymorningaround3ambeforeeveryoneelse

wokeupshefoundherselflostinaworldof

thoughts.Tearshaddriedfromhereyesandshe

feltlighterthanever.Itwasfinallyhere,theday

whenhersonwillbelaidtorest.Hewillrestin

peace.Shefoundherselfthinkingaboutthe

Councilorandhisgreatgesturestowardsher.With

hereyesclosedherlipscurvedintoasmile.Whata



gentlemanhewas.Heplannedeverythingfromthe

tent,tothechairs,thecarpets,heranaroundtothe

mortuarywithBoboandLesedihelpingthem

chooseKgosi'scoffin.Heusedhisvehiclerefusing

tobegivenfuelfeestorunallthefuneralerrands.

LuciarealizedhowmuchGodlovedherdespiteher

challenges.Shehadliterallyusednothebefromher

accounttobuyanythingforthefuneral.Thechurch

membershadcontributedforfoodandthecowthat

waskilledforrelish.

ThentherewasJacob,hishardworkandeffortwas

nothardtonotice,actuallyhewasexceptionally

helpful.OnewouldthinkhewasthefathertoKgosi.

Nodaypassedwithouthimshowingup.Healso

helpedthecouncilorrunothererramdslike

collectingfirewood.Herwifewasnotfullyavailable

butatleastshereleasedherhusbandthatswhat

shethought.

Shesmiledoncemorerealizingherdaughterwas



closertoherhalfsisterandhalfbrother.Atleastshe

alsofoundcomfortinthembecausesheknewdeep

downthatnomatterhowmuchsheassuredher

daughterthatitwasokay,Lesediwasstillblaming

herselfforherlittlebrother'sdeath.Shewas

overworkingherselfandtherewasquiteavisible

sadnessinhereyes.

ButthenGodhadgiventhemtheothergentleman.

Anothersupportstructuretheyhad.Alex.Shewas

prettysurethatshouldthisyoungmanaskforher

daughter'shandinmarriageshewillnothesitate.

Hewasquiteahardworkerandforthepastthree

dayshewasnothingbutagreathelptothefamily.

Shefeltblessedashermindwanderedaround

thinkingofallhersupportsystem.Buttherewas

thisparticularonethatbroughthertotears.

MmaChedu.Thewomanthatdidnotevencare

aboutherchildren'sviewswhenshewantedtohelp

them.Thewomanthatbecamehermotherwhen



shelostoneorshouldshesayherbigsisteror

friend.Shewasbasicallyallinone.Asshereflected

onallofthemshefeltblessedandsherealizedthat

indeedGodlivesandHestillremainsagreat

comforterandprovider.Sherealizedshewas

blessedandoughttothankhimevenonthatpainful

daywhenshewasabouttoburyherlastborn.The

princeofhercastle.Chiefastheyaffectionately

calledhim.

Theabsenceofhisfatherdidnotbotherher

anymoreandshewasreadytodothiswithallthese

lovingpeoplearoundher.Shewasreadytoseeher

sonrest.Sheglancedtohisboy'slittlecasket

behindthatwheeledstandandinsteadofdropping

atearshejustsmiled.

Shewasstartledformherdeepthoughtsby

MmaC'ssoftpatontheback.

MmaC:Lucyechailennakayourbathisready.Let's



goandgetreadyerebathofabayagogorogarebo

releready.

ShetookherfleeceblanketandfollowedMmaCto

thebathroomwhereshedippedherselfintothe

warmbathandbathed.

Laterthatmorningthedecorpeoplefinished

arrangingthechairsinthe100seaterWhitetent

withagreencarpet.Thetentwasdrapedallwhite

inside.Thefirstfourfrontrowsofplasticchairs

werecoveredwithblackchaircovers.Thenthere

wasasmallstageonthegreencarpetwherelittle

Kgosi'slittlecoffinwastobeplaced.Fromeach

sideofthestagetheyplacedbigvaseswithfresh

flowers.Notfarfromthestagewasaphotostand

withanA4framedphotooflittleKgosiwithabroad

smile.Suchahandsomelittleboy.Bytheentrance

wasatablewheretheylitwhitecandlesandasmall

boardwritten.RESTWELLLITTLECHIEFYOUR

MEMORIESSHALLFOERVERLIVEINOURHEARTS.



MrMoabiapproachedthemastheypackedsome

oftheirremainingequipmentandheinspectedthe

tentandhewasimpressed.

Councilor:(tothem)yourbalancewillcomejust

afterthefuneralI'mimpressedbythework.Keepit

up.

Theybothsmiledandnoddedproudly.Theythen

arrangedafewremainingchairsoutsidethetent

andthenwalkedout.

MeanwhileBonnie,Bobo,KaboandAlexwalkedinto

thetentdressedinblacksuits.Bobowasholdinga

pileofbooklet-likeprogrammeforKgosiwithmany

ofhispictures.BonnieconnectedthePAsystem

andstarteddoingtheMicrophonecheck

Alex:Thedecorisnice.Gogontlenyanetota.ButI



wasthinkingwecouldputatablebythePastors

chairssothattheyplacetheirbiblesyouknow.Kb

ntshwarisatafolehantlethemonna

Kabo:yahyouarerightlet'sgetit.Eishgogonte

mmaBoboisgoingtogetemotionalseeingallthis.

Theytooksometableoutsideandplaceditwhere

thePastorsweretosit.MeanwhileLesediandME

approachedwithblackmatchingdressesand

blazersaswellassimilarheadscarves.Irocked

goldblockheelsandLesedihadmustardwedges.

OnmyblazerwasachannelbronchandIhad put

onsparklingdiamondstuds.Iworeabitofmake

upwithanudelipstick.Sedionlyworeanude

lipstick.

Bonnie:bosizanaman!Johgirlsyouareflames

andlentsebasdinyanahlengkadiscarfnyana.



Lesedi:hahaha!bigbrothernyouareextrachillies

onthatsuit!

Imustadmitthemosthandsomeguyonthetent

mademeblushandevenforgetitwasafuneral.

TheoneandonlyAlex.God!youshouldhaveseen

himinablackslimfitsuit.Doguyslikehimreally

existinplanetearth.IneverknewuntilImetthis

one.Thefactthathewasmysister'sguydidnot

makeitanyeasier.Heleanedoverandwhispered

somethingtoSedi'sear.Thenhegaveherapeckon

theforehead.Igrewgoosebumpsjustwatching

them.

Lesedi:guyspleasehelpuspickthebottledwater

fortheguests.

Alex:okbabewearecomingrightaway.Skheboare

vaye.



Justthesoundofhisvoicegotmyheartpounding.

IttookmebacktothatdaywhenIcorneredhim.

AlexwasperfectandIwishedforonemorechance

withhimtofinishwhatwestarted.Justthethought

ofhimontopofmemademeblushandthefact

thatthebabyIwascarryingmightbehismademe

blushunaware

Lesedi:oakantsekaehemmaLelekareebileyou

aresmiling.I'mgoingtoasktheushersfromchurch

tohelpuscarryalltheflowershere.Peopleare

startingtocomeweneedtobriefthemlet'sgo.

WeallrushedbacktoMmaC'shousewherewe

discussedhowweweregoingtodothings.

Lateronsomechurchboys,BoboandKabocarried

littleKgosi'scoffinfromthehearsetothestandin

thetentasthecrowdfollowedsoftlysinging



'Morekolodiwame

Okopeloyame

Mmolokimonkgomotsi

Kelemahutsaneng

Morekolodiwame

Keopelawenagakenatsalaepe

Etshwanaglewena'

SomehandsomeguybythenameDavisfromtheir

churchpickedtheprogramanddirectedthefuneral

service.Thecoffinwasopenedbrieflyforpeopleto

givetheirlastregardstolittleKgosi.30minutes

laterthecoffinwasclosedandtheMcbrieflywent

throughtheprogramtoremindeveryonehowthe

servicewasgoingtobelike.

Mostpeoplewereleftemotionallytouchedwhenhe

readthelastpartoftheprogramtitled:



TheeulogyofKgosiChiefMosweu.

Itreads:

KgosichiefMosweuwasthelastbornsonofLucia

Mosweu.Bornonthe07/08/....

Chief,ashisfamilyaffectionatelycalledhimwasa

cheerfulandbrightkid.Hewenttopreschoolfor3

yearsatBrilliantKidsdaycarethenhestartedhis

standard1atMaradupschool.Heleftuswhilestill

doingstandardtwothere.Hewasafastlearnerand

amongstthetopkidsinclass.

Chieflivesbehindhismother,brother,sisterand

nephewwhowasmorelikehistwinthoughhewas

twoyearsolderthanhim.Chiefwillbedearly

missedwithhischeerfullaughterandbroadsmile.

MayhislittlesoulRestinpeace.

Somepeoplewipedtheirtearsashecompleted.

Kgosi'sfatherlookedaroundandjoinedpeople



seatedoutsidethetentashekeptlookingaround

likealostperson.

Watchingthesmallcoffinonastandrippedhis

heartapartandhewipedtearsthatfailedhimwith

thebackofhishand.Whathurthimmostwasthat

hewaslikeastrangerinthefuneralofhisson

whomhelastsaw4yearsago

Hesatuprighttryingtocontrolhisemotionsand

concentrate.Thenheborrowedaprogramfromhis

neighbor.Thepainhefeltashewatchedhisson

broadlysmilingathimlikehewouldtalkwas

unbearable.Hesniffedandimmediatelyreturned

theprogramtoitsownerthenquietlylistened..

MmaCstoodandbrieflyexplainedwhathappened

thedayKgosipassedon.AfterMmaCaschool

choirfromtheprimaryschoolwhereKgosiwas

schoolingtookthestage.Theysurroundedhis

coffinandsangoutsoftlywithmelodiouslittle



voicesasthecrowdgrewemotional.

ThenLesedistoodandandtalkedaboutherlittle

brother.Boboheldherhandastheywalkedtothe

front.Hesupportedherashespoke.

Lesedi:u..mgreetingsinthemightynameofJesus.

I'mheretothanktheLordforgivingmesomuch

strengthtostandinfrontofmybrother'scoffin.It

canneverbeaneasytask.Butbecausetheholy

spiritlivesinmeIfeelsoMuchstrengthenedtoday

byhispresence.

Sheblinkedastearsgatheredinhereyes.

Lesedi:Kgosiwasourworld.Chifnnakewasavery

cheerfulchild.Sonaughtyyetsobright.Salea

ithutilegoBuannakeale1yearandhewasquite

naughty.Erileatlhalefaannabothalejobo

gakgamatsang.Hewasastarkidhisteachercan



attesttothat.Wewerestillexpectingalotfromhim

sincehewasasmallboy.Ourheartsaresaddened

byhissuddenandtragicdeparturebutinGodwe

continuetotrust.Mayherestwellnfanawame.

Shewipedhertearsasthecrowdmurmered

amongstthemselvessurprisedbyherconfidence.

Daddywipedaloneteardroppingdownhischeek.

ThenitwasBobo'sturntotalkbuthecouldn'tutter

anywords.

Bobo:tearfully)Ican'tIcan'ttalkaboutmysonChief.

Yeshewasasontome..Mysisterismorestronger

thanmeIcan't...

HecovereredhisfacecryingandLesediheldhim

asJonasquicklyusheredthemtotheirchairs.

Kgosi'steacheralsotalkedabouthowintelligent

Kgosiwasandhowhewasagreatlosstothe



wholeschool.Somestudentssniffedinsobsashe

spoke.

Afterthespeechessomeladiesreadthemessages

andthepastorwascalledovertogiveabriefword

ofencouragement.Hepreachedforawhilethenthe

crowdsangslowhymns.Kgosi'sbodywastakento

thegravesite.

LateronatthegravesiteIsraelwatchedsadlytears

pouringfromhiseyesashisson'scoffinwas

lowereddownthegravewhileLuciawatchedwith

dryeyesbutpaininherheart.IheldLesedi'shand

andsqueezeditasshesniffedwatchinghis

brother'scoffingoingdown.Bobowipedhiseyes

alsowatchingsadly.

Theclosefamilymemberswerethenallowedto

dropthesoilinsideofwhichLuciaandthechildren

droppedrosesinside.Menwereallowedtocover

thegravewithsoilaswomenkeptsingingvarious



hymns.Afterawhiletheburialwascomplete.The

pastorsaidafewwordsandJonastooktheplace

oftheunclereadingthenameofthechild.Itwas

done.Itwasover.Kgosiwasgone.Theyallgotin

carsandreturnedbackhomewheretheywere

served.

5yearslater.
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Assheuncoveredherheadfromunderneathher

duvetcovers,sheheardthegentletappingof

raindropsonherbedroomwindow.Thesewereher

favoritekindofdayswhereshedidn'twanttoleave

herroomorevenuncoverherhead.Shechecked

herphonefortimebythesidetableandrealizedit

wasabitlatebutshehadnointentionofdoing

anything,evenbreakfastwasalotofwork.The

realitythatshehadalonglistofthingstoComplete

beforeherflighthometomorrowleftherwithno

choicebuttokicktheblanketsaway.Shewokeup

andrubbedherknucklesontohereyes.Sheslipped

onherfluffysleepersandpulledupherblinds

lookingoutsideatthepouringrain.Ontopofher

pyjamasheworeafluffyrobethensheheadedto

thekitchenwhereshebumpedonherroommate



Alebakwe.Aleflashedherwithherfamousgrinwith

asteamingcupofcoffeeonherhand.

Ale:hahaDr.Mosheu.HahahaIcan'tgetenoughof

Dr.GregwhenhesaysMosheu.Hahaha!

Sedi:hahahawaswabaAlebakwewenaoDr

Bushanakere.Hahaha!Theoldmanisintroubleof

thesetswananamesnowonderpeoplecall

themselvesEnglishnameshere

Ale:hahaha!yahakere.WhenIheardtherain

pouringoutsideIthoughtyouwon'twakeup.

Knowingyoubetterwhenitcomestosleepingin

suchaweather!Yourbreakfastisinthemicrowave.

Sedi:hahaha!thanksmygirlyouknowmebetter.I

didn'twanttowakeuptota.



Ale:excitementoftomorrow'sflightmighthave

motivatedyou.

Sedi:mmaIcan'twait.I'vemissedmyfamilyalot

imagineawhole1yearsixmonthswithoutseeing

them.Year4and5wasnotajoke.TothinkI'mleft

withawholetwoyearstocompleteeverything.

Ale:mmamedicineisnotajokeandronareipolaile

kaspeciality.Willweeverfinishschool!

Sedi:youcansaythatagain

Ale:mmaIalsocan'twaittomeetmyfamily.These

DecemberholidaysaregoingtobefunIguess.My

bigsistershavebighighlights.Crystalisengaged

tobemarriedbyherbabydaddyandpregnantwith

hersecondborn.ThenSethunyajustgota

promotiontooneofthehighestpostintheir

organization



Sedi:wowthat'sgoodnews.Crystalisthealbino

oneakere?ThemmaAleyoursisterkelekgarebe.

I'veneverseensuchahotalbinokana.Gapemma

sheissoosmooth.

Ale:heymmathatoneisalotofworkgorianashe

discoveredsomeproductsonlinegatwedikwano.

Lastnightshevideocalledgivingmedetailsshe

wantsmetobringthem.Iwasjustabouttoleave

forthemalltogetthemforher.Sheusesquality

productsandsheisalsostrictondiet.

Sedi:ahmmasheiscute

Ale:yahCrysymmaishot.

Sedi:letmetakeshowerandeatmybreakfastIfit's

notaninconvenienceIwouldlovetogowithyouto

themall.Ididn'tfinishshoppingformyfamily.Kana



nnaIalsohavehalfsiblingsIwillhavetogetthem

something.

Ale:okgirlIwillwaitinmyroomebilethereisa

chapterIneedtofinishinthisotherEpidemiologist

researchpaper.Itsarecentstudyonrecurrenceof

lungrelateddiseasesespeciallyinlowincome

families.Iguessitcouldbevitalonmylast

researchpaper.

Sedi:heydilotsapublichealthyoureadalotguys

evenwhenwearetravelingtomorrowyouarestill

readingmma.

Ale:ahSediwenayouareageniusyoualwaysget

thingsrightevenifyoudon'treadalot.NnaIhave

toreadoverandoveragaintounderstand.

Sedi:butyouareageniustoo.Youaremilesaway

fromyourhomecountrystudyingEpidemiology.



Andiguessyouguyswhoresearchonillnessesare

geniuses

Ale:hahahaDrMosheukagompayasurefelathe

urologysurgeon.NgwanawaMmaMosweuke

sethubikana!

Sedimxm!Alethemmaakooikete

ShecrackedintolaughterasAlebakwecontinuedto

imitatetheirsupervisorDr.Greginafunnyway.

Ale:hahaha!Enoughwiththetalkinggoandbathit's

gettinglate

Sedi:hahaha!OKIwillhavetoputonthewhole

wardrobeitsquitechillyouttherewiththisrain

seramesateng!!



Ale:hahaha!otshabaserametlhetsalaame

Lesedirushedtoherroomtoprepareforashower,

asmilebreakingacrossherfaceasshethoughtof

meetingherfamilyaftersuchalongtime.Before

shewenttoshowershevideocalledherman

Him:babeyohlooksoobeautifulinthatfluffything

butjustdropitoffIwanttoseeyouproperly

Lesedi:don'tworrywearecountingafewhoursto

myflightthenwhenIwillbeleavingyouwillalso

countafewhourstoseeme

Him:ahbabegolokoogokgakalakana.Ireallycan't

waitsweethearteishIwishyouwerecominghere

forgood

Lesedi:don'tworrybabeI'vegotgoodnewsandI



amgoingtosharethemonlywhenI'mwithyou

Him:goodLord!whyevenmentionthatI'mgoingto

dieofcuriositythelove.

Asmilecreptonherbeautifulfaceandsheblew

himkisses

Lesedi:babeIhavetogoandbath.Alebakweis

waitingformewearegoingtothemallIhaveto

showerfirst.Latermylove

Him:waitwaitfirstmyloveletmeseewhat's

underneaththatgownthemmabulakebonebabe

Lesedi:hahahababenolearntobepatient.I'm

comingdon'tworry



Him:loveyou

Sedi:loveyoutoobye

Shehungandandbroadlysmiledtakingoffher

clothes.Shewrappedherselfwithatowel

andtookhertoiletrybagandlefttoshower.

MeanwhileatherroomAlecurledherfeetonher

bedreadingaresearchpaper.Shewasinterrupted

byacallfromherboyfriendHenry.

Henry:goodmorningsweetheart

Ale:babehowareyou!

Henry:I'mgoodhavesomenewsforyou



Ale:okay

Henry:myparentsagreedtomeetyousoIthought

weshoulddodinnerattheirhousetonightsince

youareleavingtomorrow

Ale:butbabetodaywearepackingandpreparingto

leaverightnowwearegoingtothemallandwe

mightcomebackabiglate.Can'twedodinner

whenIcomeback.

Henry:butit'salreadyplannedandmymomis

lookingforwardtoitIcan'tcancel

Ale:butbabewhydidyouhavetoplandinnerwith

yourparentswithoutinformingmeandonadate

thatyouknowI'mpreparingformytrip

Henry:butbabeisn'titthatpackingtakeabout30



minutesorless.Thisissoimportantformehoney

pleasedoitforme.

Ale(rollinghereyes)okay

Henry:whatdoesokaymeans

Ale:itmeansIwillcomeeventhough..

Henry:Iwillcomeisenoughhoneydon'tsaymore

youwillspoilthewholething.630pmIwillbethere

topickyou.Loveyou

Ale:loveyoutoo

Lesediemergedfromherroomdressedinwarm

leggings,abomberjacket,abeanieandboots.



Shewarmedherbreakfastandateasthechatted

withAle.

AtakiddiesSalooninFrancistown

Obandhiskidssteppedintothesaloonasthey

lickedtheicecreams.KatloandIsabellacouldnt

stopstaringatthetoyscornerwheretheyweretoy

cars,dollsandblocks.TheykeptlookingAround

amazedbythecolorfulsaloonandthecartoons

wereplayinginvarioussmallscreensmountedon

thecubiclesofthesaloons.Oneofthehairdressers

smiledbroadlyassheusheredthemin.

Hairdresser:dumelang

Ob:hellomma

Hairdressers:hellobodipongaponga.Hellobonnana



bamamane.Howareyou?

Bothofthem:fine

Hairdresser:keditwinnebalekanajaana

Ob:hahaha!notheboyistheolderoneit'sjustthat

thisgirlwagola.Kegoreomokhutshwanenfana

wame.

Hairdresser:hahahammehelooksexactlylikeyou

gasemogobotswangebilegirlgaanasetshwano

sagago.

Ob:hahahareally.Iguessshelookslikethemom

akereebilesheisagirl.

Hairdresser:boywacutter?



Ob:yesdoastylishcutonhim.

Hairdresser:(showingthemchairs)bonnanasiton

thosechairs.

Theysatdowntheireyesscanningallaroundthe

saloon.

Ob:asforthegirlI'mnotsurewhatwecando.But

justplaithernicelytheonewithbeads.

Bellayouwantbeadsright?

Bella:yesmamasaidIshoulddocororo

Hairdrsser:hahahaConrow.Howoldisshe?

Ob:4andhalf



Hairdresser:okit'sbetteryouleavethemhereso

thattheydon'tcrythenIwillcallyouwhenweare

done.Pleaseregisteryournamesandno.inthat

book.

Ob:ok

Hairdresser:ourbarberkeeneyootsenangyoo.He

willdoourboy.

Ob:(tothebarber)ahahfanaskewenamonna?You

arenowhere.Whoisgoingtocutuskakwane

monna?

Barber:bahirilethemonnadon'tworry.I'mhereto

serveyourkids.

Ob:mmewenayouaregoodwithkidsIalwayssaw



howyouinteractedwiththemthatside.

Barber:hahaha,thisboylooksexactlylikeyou.

Ob:hahahaIgetthatalotheismyowncopy.

Helookedcloselyatthegirl.

Barber:isthisoneforyourfriend,theonewhomI

usedtocut.Gatwemangnemothakayolewanurse

koNyangabgwe

Ob(irritated)noosheismine.

Barber:aosorrygorayagoregakealebasentleI

thoughtshelookslikehim

Ob:noshelookslikehermother.



Obhandedtotheladyhairdresserthechildren's

snacks.Hewipedtheirmouthswithwetwipesand

kissedtheirforeheadsbeforewalkingout.The

childrenhappilyrushedtothetoycornersasthe

hairdressersfinishedwithotherkids.

Obhoppedintohiscarandjustsatthereforawhile

deeplythinkingofwhatthebarbermanjustsaid.He

wasnotthefirstpersontomentionthatBella

lookedlikeAlexanditirritatedhimalotbecausehe

wonderedhowthatwaspossible..Hismind

wanderedforawhilethenhedialledMe...
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Itrappedmyphonebetweenmyshoulderandear

pickinghiscallasIcontinuedtocutthematerialin

preparationforsewing.

Me:hello

Ob:HiIdroppedoffthekidsatthekiddiessalon

Bellasayssheisplaitingcororo

Me:hahahagatwecororo,shemeantconrow

Ob:Herconfidencewastoomuchshewassureshe

gotitright

Me:hahahangwanakebatho!Iwillgethernext

weekifyoudon'tmind



Ob:okbutweneedtomeet.Infact,Iwanttoseeyou

today

Me:eishI'mbusyObwhatisitthatyoucan'tsay

overthephonebecauseIthinktheonlybusiness

thatIhavewithyouisBellaandwenormally

discussallBella'sissuesoverthephone.

Ob:butthisonewecant

Me:mxm!youlikeattention,itannoys.I'mbusyOb.

Wejustgotatenderforschooltracksuitsit'salotof

workandwehavetodeliverinashortperiodof

timesoweworkdayandnight.

Ob:youtalkasifthatsyourcompany.Idon'tcare

whatorderyouhaveorwhateveritis.I'mtalking

aboutyourchildhere.That'snotevenyour

companyyouareworkinghardforsomeonewhois

payingyounuts.SoIwanttoseeyouwithregards

toyourchildseewhattodonooneworksforever.



Wecanmeetatchickenlickenwhattime?

Me:(sighed)mxmIhateyournegativity.6pm

Ob:6pmIwillbethere

Me:ok

HehungupandIrolledmyeyes.Andcontinuedto

cutthematerialIwasworkingon.

Me:tomycolleague)ronabadibabydaddytsa

digoleremomathetengmxm!

Tsotlhe:arengrragweBella?

Me:heissuchanattentionseekerhewantstomeet

meregardingBellawhycan'thejustsayitoverthe



phone.Obwalapisakana!

Tsotlhe:haha!ButIlovethefactthatheloveskids.

Soishealonewiththemorthegirlfriendisthere?

Youarebettermmathanronabosingleparents.

Me:noheisjustalone.Eneheisgoodwithkids.

KoorehelaObisboring.Hefeelshecanorderme

around.HeshouldunderstandIalsohavealife.I

haveamanlennawhatifwehaveplans

Tsotlhe:hahahaman!ofe?youarealwayssayinghe

isboring

Me:mxmdon'tremindme.KeamoLeka.IthinkI

willjusthavetodealwiththefactthatHeisnot

romantic.Hefailstojusttakemeoutlefaelegone

kochikenlikenbogolo.HaakaregoaturaOtsile

bathonghaibo!



Tsotlhe:hahahagotlatwengmyfriendaslongasre

haverhela

Me:aethemmaeish.Heelamysisterwillbeflying

fromUKtoBotstomorrow

Tsotlhe:wowlerebeelengbathoKelly.

Me:WillsheevenbringmesomethingkanaBanaba

dithubibaratagorapelablindennaI'mnot

interestedfelamybrotheristheonewhoiscrazy

aboutmeetingheratairpotblahblahanddaddy

justlefttoGabs.Kooreit'sabigdealhelannaI'm

notinterested.

Tsotlhe:aowhydoIsenselefufanyana

Me:notreallywearejustnotclosehonestlykana

wefoundoutthatwearesistersrentsefelarele



batona

Tsotlhe:ok

Wecontinuedchattingaboutthisandthatwhile

cuttingthematerials.UntilourIndianbossemerged

fromtheoffice.Heroaredangrilyshoutingatus

withanIndianaccent

Him:heyhey!youI'mexpectingyoutobehalfway

throughthefirstbatchbutyouarestillslowly

cuttingmaterial.Whatswrongwithyou.Ifyoucan't

meetthistargetIwillfireyouwithnopay.Youcost

mebusiness.Youkeeptalkingandtalkingwithno

results.Youarenotgoingtogohomewithout

completingthatbatchOK?

Me:butMrKumarwedelayedcosofthoseIndian

attireswhichweweresupposedtofinishforthat

couple.Theyjustcollectednowandwehadtofixa



lotofthingsbecausetheywerecomplainingthough

wedidthepatternsastheywanted

Kumar:Idon'twantexcusesKeletso.Doyourwork

orIcutyoursalary

Werolledoureyesexchangingglancesashe

walkedbacktohisoffice.Wequietlygotbusywith

ourworkknowingthathemeantexactlywhathe

said.

AtLucia'shouse

Luciapackedasmalltravelbagandtookatoiletry

bagplacinghernewfaceclothandtoothbrush.She

steppedintothesittingroomandplacedher

belongingsonthecouch.Shesighedstaringat

Rea'smattressstillonthelivingroomfloorand

someofhisclothesonthefloor.



sheangrilyshoutedhisname

Lucia:ReaRea!WhatisthisdirtI'mseeinginthe

livingroom.Comeandpickyourmattressmonna.

Kantewhyareyounotsleepinginyourroomle

malomaago

Rea:...

Lucia:ReaI'mtalkingtoyouwhat'sgoingonwith

you.

Rea:uncleMonkgogisaysimdisturbinghimwhenI

sleepattheroom.Hesaidthishousewasbuiltasa

replacementforhishousethatweburntsohecan't

sufferbecauseourcarelessness.Nowhelocked

theroom.

Lucia:what??



Rea:yeslastnightwhenyouleftwithMrMoabihe

camewithawoman.Theycookedmacaroniand

thapieventhoughyoudishedforhim.MamaIwant

togotopapaBobowhenweclose.

Sheclappedherhandsinamazement

Lucia:ReathisiscrazyMonkgogiistryingmetota.

Wantekakammeyokomabitleng.Thismanhas

thegutstosaythattomyson.Bobojuststarted

workinggolokoLucarakwaheisnoyetsettled.I'm

notevensurehefoundasuitablehousewhereyou

canvisitlegalewewilltalktohim

Rea:sighed)okay..Iwonderwhymyownmother

hatesmethatmuchhowcanawomanneverever

thinkofherchild

Comingclosertohim,Luciagavehimapatonthe



back

Lucia:Reamyboylet'snotevengothereyour

motherneverreallycontributedanythingtoyourlife

sonnawhatIknowbestisthatyouaremysonRea.

I'msorryifyoufeelkindofneglectednow.Imreally

sorryIrealizethisdayskentsekegolatheletseke

tsayagorekegosiileleyouruncle.I'msorrymy

boy.WeareabouttoleavetoGaboronetomeet

Sedishewillbearrivingtomorrow.sofromwhatl

youaresayingInowthinkthisplaceisnotgoodfor

youinmyabsence.Takeyourthingspapakegosie

kogoMmaC

Rea:ok

Lucia:befastpapaMrMoabiisabouttoarrive.I

lockedmybedroom,lockthehouse.Otlatlaa

ipulelawithhiskeysyogotwengMonkgogi.Get

thoseapplesandthatloaf,ledisconesotlabona

goreotlajaengeneMonkgogi.Alsotakethatoros.



Tsayabraaipackrekafithelaabokgarathileledi

veg.Areyepapa.

Reapackedallhisthingsinthebackpackandtook

thethingswhichhismothermentionedintwo

plasticbagsthentheysteppedout.Helockedthe

maindoorandhedraggedhisfeetfollowinghis

mother.

Rea:isLesedigoingtocomehereorwagofelelain

Gabs.

Lucia:sheiscomingmyboyreyagotlaleene

Rea:okmaybesheistheonewhosegonna

understandmebetter.

Lucia:whyareyousayingthatboy.YouthinkIdon't

understandyouorwhat?



Rea:notreally,I'malwayslonelysincepapaleftfor

work.Youarealwaysatworkoroutwithuncle

Moabi

Lucia:okI'msorryifyoufeelthatwaybutIhaveto

workIdon'thaveachoiceReaandIthoughtyou

arefinecostotayouarenowabigboyogodilega

gotshwanenakoenengolemosimanyana.

MeanwhileCouncilorMoabi'scarapproached

Lucia:ebilemothootsileareyepapa.Wewill

addressallyourconcernswhenIcomeback.

Hesloweddownatthegateastheyalso

approachedwithbags.Hesmiledbroadly.

Lucyalsoflashedabroadgrin.



Lucia:letmedropReafagoMmaC.Leenekeamo

laela2minutes.

Moabi:it'sokaytakeyourtime.

Reagreetedhimwithaseriousfaceandwalked

away.Luciaplacedherbagsonthecarsmilingear

toearasMoabiwhisperedsomethingtoher.She

laughedloudlyandwalkedawayfollowingReato

MmaC'shome.

AtAlex'shomevillage

InMmadinareAlexseatedwithhisparentsundera

bigMophanetreewhichisinthecenteroftheiryard.

Acoolbreezewashedoverthemastheyfeastedon

traditionalfood.



MmaNtsetsana:oaeratathophiheyngwanakefao

goragorajaana.Callyourlittlesisteragookeletse.

Alex:noI'mokaymmeIenjoyedit.Ilikethewayyou

cookit.Italwayshaveauniquetaste.

MmaNtsetsana:ntankarewabopamaBafana.

Nursingisnottreatingyouwellorwhat.Basimane

babonnesegatweleratadikolotokana

RraNtsetsana:eeomothofonyanaene.Is

everythingokayFana!

Alex:hahahaI'mfinepapa

RraNt:ngngmmeyoulookabitthinnerthistime

around.ThisisnotyourbodyFana.



Herbigsisterapproachedatthegatewithahuge

bump.

MmaNtsetsana:keyoomogolooNtsetsanakampa

yangwanawabosix(showingwithfingers)bo

rrabanabatengdololo!selosapinayamosimane

waradio.IyooI'mtiredBafanaofNtsetsana's

fatherlesskids.Lookatthemtheyarelikeflies.

Eventhelittlemoneyyoualwayssendusafelela

mogobone

Alex:thereisnothingwecandommeNtsetsanais

notwillingtochange.Anywaymmethereis

somethingIwanttotalktoyouaboutwithpapa

MmaNtsetsana:okaysayitmyboy.

Alex:thereisagirlIwanttomarry



MmaNt:ayilililigoodnewsindeed!thenewsI've

beenwaitingfor

RraNt:iketePeleBafanaawetsekgangmma

Ntsetsana.Yespapayoucangoon

Alex:thisgirlistrainingtobeaDr.inEnglandsoshe

iscomingtomorrowforholidaysIwanttopropose

herthencosI'velonglovedherwhenshewasa

littlegirlnextyearsheisfinishing

RraNt:willyoumanagetomarryadoctormyson

whileyouarejustanurse.Willyoumanagehera

rutilwekomakgoweng?Otlamokgona?Bagabone

bagobatladikgomokgomo,ngakagaenyalwe

nyalwefelangwanaka

Alex:IknowandI'mreadyforthatpapaIcantakea

loanandmarryher.TheloanIhavewillbeclearina

fewmonths



RraNt:okaywehearyouson

MmaNt:rraagookakgobamothomarapoI'mhappy

foryoupapa.Igiveyoumyblessing

Shesmiledasshesatonamatwithametaldishof

thophibesideher.

Alex:Iwantyoutoassistwithorganizingpeople

whowillbesenttoFrancistownassoonastoday

becauseafterIproposeherIwantyoutostartthe

process

Hisfatherfrownedlookingathimattentively

RraNt:whatifsherejectsyoushecouldbehaving

anEnglishboyfriend



Alex:shelovesmeshecan'tshewasjusttoo

focusedonschooltodateanyone

RraNt:okayifyousayso

Mmants:whyareyoubeingsonegativeyouwill

discouragethechildrragweNtsetsana

RraNt:noI'mjustbeingaparentIwanttofindoutif

heisready.Iwilltellyourunclesmyboy.But

marriageisalongprocess.Lenyalokemoreroit

can'tberushed.

Alex:eepapakeautlwabutwehavetocomplete

everythingbeforeshegoesbacktheladyison

holidaylikeIsaid.

RraNt:okIwillhelpyouketlatsenahago



rangwaneagoSethakokemolekodisagonejaana.I

can'tpromiseeverythingwillbecompletedfastbutI

willdomybesttosupportyou.

Reliefradiatedonhisfaceandhetookfromhis

wallet2P200notesandgavehismotherwho

smiledreceivingthem.

Alex:it'sforanythingyoumayneednow.I'm

currentlydown.IwillhavetofuelmycarI'mgoing

toGaborone.

MmaNt:okaypapatravelsafely.

HeopenedalldoorsofhisaudiA4andtookoutits

matsshakingoffthesoilparticles.Hethenwiped

thescreenofthecarashislittlenephews

surroundedhimlookinginsidethecarinenvy.He

tookasprayfromthebootandsprayedthe

dashboardthenhewipedwiththecloththenhe



threwitbacktotheboot.Hethrewhisbackpackin

theboot.Hetookoutcoinsfromhistrayand

distributedamongsthisniecesandnephewsgiving

themonepulaeach.Theysmiledandallrantothe

tuckshop.

Alex(smilingback)byeguystellyourmommyI'm

gone.

Ntsetsanaquicklystepoutofherhutholdingher20

monthsdaughteroverherhugebump.Shehurried

toAlex'scar.

Ntsetsana:garenamoloraotlhapanglewa

washenyabana.DodowatshololaIwanttoatleast

buyherfewpampersassistmethennaka.

Alex:I'mbrokeIhavetofuelmycarIgavemama

400forseshabothat'sallIhad.



Ntsetsana:mamaisnotgoingtkhelpmeBafana

atleastifyoucouldhavegivenmeP100enep300

Alex:(Irritated)noIcan'tdothat.Letmego

Ntsetsana:bafanatlhennakaassistmepleaseBana

bathapakametsi

Hesighedandtookoutap50notegivingher.

Alex:I'mstressedbymyownthingsNtsetsanaand

youarenotmakingitanyeasy.Tellthoseguysto

supporttheirkids.

Ntsetsana:thanksalotnnakait'snotenoughbutga

gotshwane

Hepulledhiscardoorandclosed.Thenrolledup



thewindows.HeslidinJohnLegend'sCDand

startedthecardrivingoutashismotherwavedwith

abroadgrin.Ashejoinedthemainroadhesang

alongwithJohnLegend'ssongconversationsinthe

dark

Bythechorusheliftedhisroughbutsexyvoiceand

wentlike:

''Iwon'teverwantchangeyou,changeyou

Iwillalwayswantthesameyou,sameyou

SwearoneverythingIprayto

ThatIwon'tbreakyourheart

Iwillbetherewhenyougetlonely,lonely

Keepthesecretsthatyoutoldmetoldme

Andyourloveisallyouoweme

AndIwon'tbreakyourheart""



Hisphonerangandhereducedthevolumeand

picked

Lucia:weareleavingFrancistown.LikeIsaidIwill

alwayssupportyouifyouwanttomarrySedihope

yourparentsacceptedthenewswell

Alex:withasmile)yestheydid,I'mstillnervousif

shewillacceptmyproposal.Thanksforyour

support.IjustleftMmadinarenow.

Lucia:okaysafejourneyson.WewillmeetinGabs.

I'msureSediwillacceptyourproposaldon'tworry.

Alex:Thankyoumama.

Hehungupandbreathedasighofreliefthenhe

increasedthevolumeandacceleratedheadingto

thebigcity.
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AtLondonHeathrowAirport

Alebakwe,LesediandMikewerealltravellingto

BotswanafortheirDecemberholidaysbutthey

weretoconnectatOrTumbointernationalAirport.

Theyqueuedforluggagewrappersandwrapped

theirluggagethenweighedthem.Theythenpushed



theluggagecarrierstowardstheselfservicecheck

inmachines.Theypressedthemachinesand

followedthroughtheinstructionsuntilitissuedout

theboardingpass.Theythencheckedintheir

laggugesstillthroughtheselfservicemachineand

wereissuedwithlaggagetagswhichtheystuckto

theirlaggugaesandproceededtotheluggage

counter.Astheypacedaroundtheairportpreparing

toboardtheplaneinaboutthirtyminutes,Lesedi's

phonebeepedreceivingawatsapp.Shetookout

thephonesmilereading:

BAe:youmustbepreparingtoboardtheplane.Iwill

bepatientforthenext11hours.Can'twaittohold

you.

Shesmiledandtypedabrieftext.

'Yesbabewearepacingaroundtobeontime.Lov

u'



Whenherphonelandedbackonhercoatpocketit

beepedagain

Alex:babeIjustleftthevillagetoGabs.Iunderstand

youwillbeleavingjustnowIcan'twaittomeetyou.

Wishyoucouldfindtimeformeeventhoughyou

willbewithfamily.What'sistheexacttimeofyour

flightarrivalkanamotho?

Shereadthemessageandclickedhertongue

puttingbackthephoneinherpocket.

Mike:Leshlet'shurryupwecantaffordtomissthis

flighttellthemreetlathereshouldbepatient.

Lesedi:hahayahneh.

Alebakweignoredherboyfriend'scallastheypaced



awaytoboardtheplane.

Athome

MommyknockedsoftlyonmydoorasIkickedthe

blanketsrealizingitwasalreadytimeup.Irubbed

myknucklesonmyeyes,slippedonmyslippers

andthrewopenthedoor,bumpingonMommy.

Mom:babeareyouokay?

Me:I'mlatemama.IoversleptIhavetobeatworkin

30minutesbutIhaven'tyetshowered.

Mom:butlastnightyoucamefromworkafter10pm

soyouaregoingbacktoworkat8am.Howmany

hoursdoyouwork?Whatnormalpersonworks

from8amto10pm.Thisisevenagainstlabour

Laws.



Me:butMrKumarsaidifwedon'tfinishtheworkhe

willcutoursalaries.Idon'twanttobeaburdento

youagainaskingfortoiletryandmakeupmoneyor

hairmoneythat'swhyIhavetowork.Ialsohaveto

assistObakengwithBella'sexpenses.

Mom:thereisnothingwrongwithworkingLelebut

youcan'tallowyourselftobeexploitedbyan

employer.Youwenttoschooltolearnaskillnow

youarelettingpeopleexploityou.Whycan'tyou

usethesameskilltoopenyourownbusinessand

designclothesforpeople.Peoplearealways

lookingformateisiandotherdesignerclotheswhy

can'tyoudoitforyourselfLeleosakgerisiweke

mokula..

Me:ahmamaimnotperfectwithdesigningclothes.

Itwasnevermypassion.Ijustdiditcosafriend

fromschoolwasdoingit.LejaanamyCoworker

helpsme.AlotofthingsdikgonagompalelasoI



can'tdoitonmyown.

Mom:butthenwhydidyouchoosetodosomething

youdon'tlike,whatisitthatyoulike?Whycan'tyou

doyourpassionLele

Me:(sadly)Ididn'tknowwhatIwantedthen,soI

followedmyfriend'spassion.NowIknowwhatI

likebutit'stoolateI'mstuckwithgorokaandI'm

notperfectandcreativewithit.

Mom:comeonLeleit'snottoolateforanything.

Don'tyouknowthatyourmomisaCEOyoucando

whateveryoulikeandwhenIsaidIwon'tbe

supportingyouIdidn'tmeanyoushouldsettlefor

less.Kenekebatlagoreotlhalefengwanake

becauseIdidn'twantyoutojustrelaxandkeepon

makingbabiesknowingIwillsupportyou.Soquit

thatjobandtellmewhatyouwanttodo.



Alittlesmilecreptuponmyface.

Me:ahmamaareyouserious!

Mom:yesjustphonethatmonstermanandtellhim

youquit.

Mysmiledisappearedasasadthoughtcrossedmy

mind

Me:butheisgoingtotakemetolabourbecauseI

didnotgivehimnotice.

Mom:wecanpayhimoffthenoticemoney

Mommysadlylookedintomyeyessittingdownon

asinglecouchinmyroom.



Mom:LeleIcan'tbelieveIneglectedyoutoapoint

whereyoufeltitwasbettertochoosesuchasajob.

Imsorrydaughter.Howmuchdidthatguypayyou?

Me:P1500

Mommy:what!!soyouknockoffat10pmtoget

1500whileIamalive,noquitthat.Wearegoing

theretogivehimhis1500now.Butletmefirsthear

whatyouplantopursue.Somethingyouare

passionateaboutLeleesengokopisaditsala

Ismiledbrieflyreliefwashingovermelikeatidal

wave.

Me:Ilikeanythingtodowithbeauty.Makeupnails,

hair,etc.MaybeIcantakesuchcoursesandendup

openingabeautyspa.

Mommy:yahyouarerightyourmake-upisalways

onpointngwanakeebileoteonthute.Those



eyebrowsarealwaysgoodlooking.Sowhich

meanswecanenrollyouatshannazright?

Me:yes

Mommy:okmyleaveendsinfourdayswhich

meansIwillbeleavingwithyoutoGabs.

Me:papaoSalaalenosi?

Mommy:yesIlefthimwithyoubutyouarestill

sufferingmmefagotweLesediiscoming

everythingstops.Rightnowontlogetsefaketsile

kogoenetomeetLesedikoGabsbutLesediisstill

goingtocometoghetto

Me:(shakingherhead)eishit'saproblem



Mommy:WhereisBella?

Me:sheiswiththefather.Iwassupposedtotake

hernextweek.Butwhentheirschoolcloseskabo

di15Iwillbetakingherbacktoherfather'family

sincegosenayosalangnae.

Mommy:(Sigheddisappointed)LeleIaskedthat

shouldItakeBellawithYarrytoGabswhenwe

movedkeitsegorethereisahelpertherethenyou

saidyouenrolledherindaycarenowosetseo

batlagoabangwana.Goandtellthatguythatwe

aretakingBellain3daysweareallleavingtoGabs.

Obakenggaaiseabaadueledamage.Hefailedto

marryyousootlannafelaaadimangwana

sometimes.HewilljustseeheronChristmas.Le

gonewearegoingtocomebackhelakadi25

Me:okay.Ihopehewon'tgivemeanyproblems.

Obakengodingalo.Hesaidhewantedtomeetme

withregardstothechildyesterdaybuthedidn'tsay



itinthephoneIwonderwhatitis.Wefailedtomeet

cosIknockedofflate.

Mommy:okaywearegoingtoMrKuamrwagago.

GetmylaptopandtypearesignationletterIwill

guideyou.Youwillgivehimtheletterandan

envelopeofP1500.

ThenyougoandmeetObtotellhimwearegetting

BellaonSundayandleavingwithher,sorted.

Me:okay.

Idraggedmyfeettoherroomtogetthelaptopnot

surewhethertoberelievedorwhat.Wesatatthe

dinnertableandsheguidedmeonhowtotypethe

letter.Itwasbriefandprecise.Weconnectedthe

laptoptodaddy'ssmallprinterandprinteditout.

ThenmommycountedP1500fromabunchof200

and100pulanotesfromherhandbag.Itooka

quickshowerandpreparedmyself.Thenwe



grabbedourhandbagsandleftforMrKumar's

office.

AtMrKumar'sofficewewalkedontohisdefeaning

noisescreamingatTsotlheasshequicklyput

togethermaterialsstartingtomakeatracksuit.He

pausedandangrilystaredatusasweentered.

Tsotlhecouldn'tavoidsatringatmebutcouldn't

utteraword,asanysoundfromhermouthcould

resultinMrKumarbitingoffherhead.Ialsokept

quiteunabletolookintoKumar'sangryeyesasmy

motherconfidentlydemandedthatwewantedto

seehiminaprivatespace.

Kumar:(confused)Kheletsoiseverythingokayor

what,areyoucomingtowork?

Ilookeddownquietlyasmommyquicklychippedin

Mom:that'swhyIsaidweneedaprivatespaceMr



Kumar.I'mhermother.

WithapoundingheartMrKumarledustohisoffice.

Onhismahoganydesksatacomputerdesktop,a

basketwithzipsandneedles,anothersmallbasket

withbuttonsandthethirdonewithallsortsof

threads.Behindhimwasashelfwithseveralarch

leverfileslabeledaccordingtotheirpurposeandhe

satonashrivelchairbehindhisdeskandshowed

usthetwochairsfacinghimtositon.

Bythefarcorneroftheofficewasasmallsilver

greybarfridge

Kumar:canIofferyoujuiceordrink?

Thiswasthefirsttimeinmyentirelifeathis

companyhearingMrKumarofferingsomeonea



drink.

Mom:nothankyou.Let'sgetstraighttowhatweare

herefor

Kumar:yesplease.

Mom:MynameisMrsBasiame.CEOtoanAudit

companyinGaboronenamedAllyourmoney

matters.SoI'mKeletso'smotherandI'mwondering

what'syourconditionsofserviceherebecause

yesterdaysheknockedoffat10pmandshetells

meby8amshewassupposedtotobehere.Which

employmentconditionsdoyoufollowsirandhow

manyhoursdoyouremployeeswork?

Kumar:(clearinghisthroatthenrubbinghishands

together)ohthat!Idounderstandyourconcern

mam,Iwasgoingtogivethemofftocompensate

thetimetheyworkedfor.Itwasjustforthistwo



daysbecausewewantedtofinishacertainorder

Mom(lookingintohiseyes.)butthewayIfoundyou

shoutingatanemployee.Itdoesn'ttellmeyou

respectyouremployeesandIcan'tallowmy

daughtertocontinueworkinginsuchan

environment.EspeciallythatwhereIworkwetreat

employeesright.Andwedon'tstepontheirrights

Kumar:I'msorryMrsBas..

Mommy:Basiame

Kumar:Bashiame.IwasjustunderpressureI'mnot

alwayslikethat.Theyknowthattheynormally

knockoffat530pm

Mommy:oknowthatmoneyiscomingtoyour

businessyoustepontheirtoes.(tome)givehim



theletterLele.

Ihandedhimtheenvelopeofmyresignationletter

andMommygavehertheenvelopeofthe1500

Mommy:sheisresigningwithimmediateeffectand

hereisthenoticemoneyequivalenttohersalary.

Thanksforyourattention.Lelelet'sgo

IhesitatedforawhileasMrKumarstaredatme

stillinshock.MommystoodandlefthisofficeandI

quietlystoodandfollowedheroutleavingtheboss

inrealshock.

***

Onourwaytothecarsheuttered,



Mommy:yousaidObisonleaveright?

Me:yesheisonleaveheiswithBellaandhisother

kid.

Mommy:okphonehimandgoandseehim

regardingtheissueoftakingBella.Tellhimweare

leavingtoGabsonSundaysogarekamosore

tseyeBella

Me:ok

WesatinthecarasIdialedOb

Ob:IguessthistimeyouhaveatimetoseemecosI

can'twaitanylongerLele,wantia.

Me:imcomingtoseeyounow



Ob:areyounotatwork

Me:Iresigned

Ob:what!!resignedwithaplanoroleLelehela.I

meanIpayBella'sschoolfees,buyhermopakoand

clotheswenawhatdoyoudoandyouhavetheguts

toleaveajob!Youaretoospoilt.Isitbecauseyour

momisaCEO?

Me:Obyousaidyoudon'twanttotalktomeonthe

phone.EventhisissueIcan'ttalkonthephoneIm

comingnowtohearwhatyouwantedtosay.

Ob:okI'mhomeboBellabatshamekaattheirswing.

Me:sure.



IhungupanddirectedmummytoOb'shouse

Mommy:Iwilljustdropyouoffyouwillcomeback

bytaxis.I'mcheckingsomethingatGame.

Shedroveawayaswequietlylistenedtosoundsof

WhitneyHoustonplayinginthecar.Isangalongthe

song

""Iwantonemomentintime

WhenImmorethanIthoughtIcouldbe

Whenmydreamsareaheartbeataway

Andtheanswersarealluptome

Givemeonemomentintime

WhenI'mracingwithdestiny

Theninthatonemomentintime

Iwillfeel,Iwillfeeleternity.""



Mommysmiledlookingatme.

Mom:thissonghaspowerfulwords.Iwishyou

couldgetthatonemomentmygirl

Ilaughedembarrassedlookingatherholdingthe

steeringwheelandwesangtogetherassheturned

attherobotsbyKFCdrivethroughdrivingtowards

Donga...
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MommydroveawaythenIslidopenedObsgate

andwalkedin.Iknockedsoftlyonthedoor.Bella

andKatlocamerunningrecognizingme.Ilifted

eachofthemonceaswesteppedintothehouse.

Bella:touchingherhairstyle)mummy!mummy!look

atmyhair,it'snice,daddytookustothesaloonwith

toys.Manymanytoysandcartoonsplayingon

screens.Wehadfun.Mommyyoushouldalsotake

metothatsaloon.Ilikeit.Katlogotintoabig

movingcarandIplayedinsideatoyhousewitha

toyzincandfridge.

Me:youmusthavehadsomuchfunprincessand

youaresobeautiful.Katloishandsometoo.Le

bantlebongwanakelautlwa.

Them:eemma,(pausedabit)wewantchips



Me:okay

Isearchedmybagandthengavethemonelollipop

each.Obstoodattheentranceofthekitchen

staringatusasthekidscontinuedtoaskmelots

andlotsofquestions.

Iliftedmyeyesandlockedthemwithhis.Hishouse

wasspotless,ayouwouldthinktherewasawoman

therebuthedidthecleaninghimself.Hetookoff

therubberglovesandwashedhishands.

Me:hi

Ob:hello,OKletmehangthemopoutside.I'vebeen

cleaning.

Me:Icanseeanditsmellsgood.It'sspotless



Ob:thanks.Bella,Katlolet'sgoout.Takethatballle

yegotshameka.Iwanttotalktomummy

Bella:ok

TheytooktheballandrushedoutandObhanged

themopatthewashinglineandwentbackintothe

house.Hefoundmesittingonhiscouchpressing

myphone.Hesatonanoppositecouchandfaced

mewithaseriousface.

Ob:tellmewhyyouquitthejob

Me:don'tworryIwillgetanotheronelet'sgettowhy

youcalledmehere.

Ob:hahaha!Lele!Assimpleasthatyouwillget

anotherone.OiketeleLelehowdoyouquitajob

withoutaplan



Me:mommysaidIshouldquit,shewantstotakeme

andBellatoGabs.Shewillhelpmestartanew

careerwhichismypassion.ShepickedthatMr

KumarwasnottreatingmerightsoshesuggestedI

quit.WejustcamefromthereIdroppedmy

resignation.ThenshedroppedmeHERE.

Ob:okthat'sherBenzthatdroppedyou.Ithought

it'syournewguy.OkIrealizewhyyouthinkyoucan

getawaywitheverythingyouarespoilt.Yourmom

alwayscleanyourmess.YahIgetit.

Hisfacewastooseriousitscaredme

Me:whatareyoutalkingaboutOb

Heclenchedhisteethandmovedclosertome

holdingmyhandstogether



Ob:youthinkyouaresmartKeletsoright?

Hiseyeswerered,blazingwithvisibleangerthat

gotmetremblingwonderingwhathewasonabout

Me:Obwhatisgoingon?.

Ob:(shouted)shutup!shutthehellupandlistento

me!

Don'teventrytolietomerightnowKellycosIwill

strangleyouandkillyouwithmybarehands.

Me:obyouarescaringmeBuagoregorilengtherra!

Ob:whoisBella'sfather?

MyheartskippedasheblurtedoutthewordsbutI



actedconfused.Iwonderedhowmuchheknewbut

Iwasgoingtodenyeverything

Me:whatdoyoumeanwhoisBella'sfather?Youare

Bella'sfatherakere?

Ob:Kellydon't!don't!pleasedon'ttryme.KareWho

isBella'sfather?

Me:(reluctantbutwithapoundingheart)Idon'tget

what'sthisabout,youareBella'sfather.

Ob:youthinkimafoolright?Youfooledmefor4

andhalfyearsLele!4fullyearsontsayajaaka

sematlaLele.Isupportedandbondedwiththechild

thatisnotmine.Youthinkthatmakesyouaclever

girlright?I'mgettingimpatientwithyouLeletellme

thetruth!



Me:....

Obgrabbedmewithmyblouseandangrilystared

intomyeyesasItrembledinfear.Heshookme

severaltimesandletmegostandingupasI

staggeredbackalmostfallingoffthecouch.

Ob:tellmethedamntruthKeletso.Tellmethetruth,

damnit!IloveBellabutnowIknowsheisnotmy

daughterwhydidyoudothistome.

Me:(tryingtobecalmbutstilltrembling)Idon't

knowwhoputyoutothatorgaveyouthatidea.As

farasIknowyouareBella'sfather.Youknow

exactlyhowIgotpregnant.SoIdon'tknowwhat

youareonaboutOb.Ifyoudon'twanttosupport

mydaughterjustletmetakeherandgo.Stop

beatingaboutthebush.EbileoneofthethingsI

camehereforwastotellyouthatI'mtakingBella

tomorrowandgoingwithhertoGabsnowthatI'm

notworking.SoImightaswelltakehernowwith



thoseaccusationsI'mnolongersuremydaughter

issafewithyou.

Hegrabbedmyarmandslappedmeacrossmy

face.Istumbledandnearlyfellonthecouch

rubbingmycheekwithmypalm.Hisaction

certainlytookmebysurprise

Me:whatthehelljusthappened?

Icriedregainingmybalance

Ob:don'ttrymewithyourliesLele.You'veliedtome

itsenough.IhavetheDNAtoBellaandIknowshe

isnotmine.WhoisBella'sfather?

MyheartskippedandIfroze.



Me:...

Ob:Lele..LeleotogaoItshenyagoneJaana.

Hewenttothedoorandlockedit.Thenhecame

backandfacedme.Asobescapedmymouthashe

shouted

Ob:I'mTalkingtoyoudamnit!Didn'tyousayyou

weresinglewhenItookyouthatweek!

Isniffedmyheartthunderingagainstmychest

Me:Ithoughtsheisyours

Ob:youthought!itseithersheismineorwhose

Me:..

Ob:Leledon'tmakethisdifficultformethekidsare

outsidetheymightwanttocomein.You'vefooled



meenoughmpolelelagoreorobetselemanggape?

Me:noone

Hepulledmeforcefullyagainandthrewmetothe

couchasangerbrewedwithinhim.Ifeltthetension

andheardtheintensityinhistone

Ob:doyouknowIhaveproofthatI'vebeen

supportingthiskidforthepast4yearsandyouare

goingtopaymeforlying

Isniffedastearsrolleddownmycheeks

Hegrabbedmeagainandchokedmelongenough

untilIfeltlikemylifewasslippingaway.

Ob:I'mgoingtokillyounow,rightnow,righthere

Lele,ifyoudon'ttellmethetruth.



HeletmegoandItookalongbreaththensobs

escapedmymouth

Ob:shouldIchokeyouagainoryouwilltellmethe

truth.DoyouwantBellatobeanorphanatherage.

Iwilllockyouheretakethekidstomysisterand

comebacktofinishyouthenburyyouinthebush.I

wanttohearnothingbutthetruthfromyou

otherwiseIwilldestroyyouLele

Me(crying)Isleptwithsomeguy

Ob:whatguyIwantthenameoftheguy.I

supportedthisguy'schildfor4andhalfyears

remember.Iwillhavetofacehimandhearhimout

becauseIwonderifheisokayknowingsomeoneis

supportinghischildeneaiketile.

Me:weusedprotectionyouaretheonlyoneIhad



unprotectedsexwith

HegrabbedmyneckagainasIflinched.

Ob:stoplyingtomeoryouwantanotherchoke

HepressedmyneckagainchokingmealittleandI

letoutatremblingscream.Thenheletgoandtied

myhandstogetherwithshoelacesandcarriedme

tohisbedroom.Hetookmyphoneandsliditinhis

pocket.Helockedmeinsideandsteppedout

lookingforthechildren.

Ob:Bella,Katlo,putonshoeslet'sgoandplay

gameswithSasaandSean.MommyandIwillwill

pickyoulater?

Katlo(punchedtheairinexcitement)Yes!!

Bella:mommywillnotleavebeforewecomeback



akere

Ob:yesbabeshewillwaitforyou.

Heledthekidsoutthegateanddroppedthemat

theneighbor'shousewheretheyimmediatelyjoined

theotherkidsplaying.

Ob:(totheneighbor)bantshwareleFoothemmaba

tshamekeleboSasaIwillpickthemlaterkenale

seemonyana.

Neighbor(withasmile)noproblemboneebileba

setsebaitshamekela.Later

Hepacedbacktothehousethenlockedthemain

doorputtingthekeyontopofthefridge

Heopenedthedoorofhisroomandfoundmewith

myfeetcurledonhisbed.



Heshookhisheadstaringatme.Hesatonachair

andfacedmewhilelyingonthebed

Ob:Leleyouareenjoyingthisright?Doyoueven

knowhowmuchthiscostedme.Doyouknowthat

withthisbabyyoucostedmeawhole

marriage,(shouting)lenyaloLele!Ilostawhole

womanthatIloved,MmagweKatlobecauseI

impregnatedyouonlytofindoutalmost5yrslater

thatthisisnotmychild.

Hisvoicewasshakingandhislipstremblingashe

spoke.

Ob:Leleyousleptwithmyfriendright?mybest

friend!theguythatIwenttohighschoolwith

collegewith.Theguythatknowseverythingabout

me!Youspreadyourlegsforhim?Yoursister'sguy?

Sis!WhatkindofbitchareyouLeletodosucha



thing.Haveunprotectedsexwithmyfriend?Who

areyouKeletso?whoareyou?

Heroaredwithsparklingredeyesasmyheart

drummedagainstmychest.Eachwordhesaid

struckmesohardandIfeltlikeIwaslosingmy

mind.Howonearthdidheknowthisaftersomany

years

Ob:talktomedamnit!

Me:(stillshaking)canIpleasetakemykidandgo.I

willnevertroubleyou.IwillgowithhertoGabs

pleasedon'tkillmemydaughterneedsme

Heslowlyclappedhandsandlaughedalittle.

Ob:okthat'sit!that'syou!Youthinkyouhave

everythingfiguredout.Andeverythinggoesyour



wayandIremainafool.(angrily)NOLele!No!You

aregoingtoconfessthistoLesedi.YouandAlex.

Wautlwa,leyagobolelelaLesedigorewhois

Bella'sfather,okay?YogotwengAlexlenyalonyana

Leootlaleutlwalela

Me:(withlipstrembling)butIdidn'tsleepwithAlex

Ob:yousleptwithwhobecauseBellaisnotmykid

andthewholeworldscreamshowhelookslikeAlex

andnowthattheysaiditIcanseeittoo.Icansee

whatafoolI'vebeen

Me:theyaretryingtoconfuseyouOb

Ob:thisagain,girlyouaregoingtoregretthis,you

are.It'sgoodthatLesediiscoming.

Heslowlyuntiedmeandreleasedme.



Ob:goandtellyourmotherIcan'tgiveyouBella

now,notanytimesoonuntilyouandAlexpayfor

yoursinsfirst.Asmuchasyoudestroyedmy

reputation,Iamgoingtodestroyyours.

HeforcefullypushedmeoffhisbedandIfellface

downbitingmylip.

OB:Getoutofmyhousebitch!

Istoodupandtearfullywalkedoutlickingblood

frommycrackedlip.

Me:canIsaybyetoBella

Ob:(seriousface)noyoucan't.JustgohomeI'm

goingtodealwithyoumyway.Gotellyourmom

Bellaleagommonaafterwesortthismess



Me:tearfully)butIdidn'tsleepwithAlexOb

Ob:yousleptwithwho?

Me:somerandomguyitwasanightstand.

Ob:youthinkitmakesitsoundsanybetter..Bitch

getoutofmyhouse.

Hesaidwithintenseangerdrippingfromhiswords.

IknewIhadtogo.Islowlywalkedawaytears

blindingmyvision.

*~*~*

AtGaborone

AstheydrivethroughthecityMoabifinally



muttered;

Moabi:HoneyibookedatCrestaLodgeIknowitsa

bitfarfromthetowncentrebutIjustloveit,gapeke

naleCrestaCard.

Luciasmiledbroadlystaringintohiseyes.

Lucy:honeyyoumakemefeelyoungagainInever

hadanyonemyentirelifedothistome.Tobe

preciseandhonestI'veneversleptinahotelbefore

orevenmogonnyemogatweng?I'veneverseen

sucharomanticoldman!

Moabi:hahahaI'mnotthatoldtlhe.Guesthousemy

lovekanalodge.Trustmefromnowonyouare

goingtosleepinthemoften.

Lucia:seriously?



Moabi:yesmylove.EverytripItakeI'mnotgoingto

leaveyoubehind

Lucia:hahaha!ijoonnakeaberekakanaRaKagiso.

Mysonisstillyoung,Rea.I'mstillworkingforhim

Moabi(placinghishandonherthighashedrove

withonehand)youvebeentalkingaboutReathe

wholejourneybabe.Awhole14yearoldmylove,

okareoBuakannana.Hemustbedatingkana

waitse?

Lucia:aetlheraKagidon'tsaythatReakengwana

oh!

TheycontinuedchattingandlaughingasMoabi

drovethroughthecity



Moabi:honeykanait'sbeenayearseeingeach

otherandthisisthesixthyearsinceMaKagisoleft

us

Lucia:oh..kay

Moabi:babeI'mnotgettinganyyoungerandI'm

tiredofsneakingaroundlikeateenager

Lucia:eerra

Moabi:soIwanttointroduceyoutomykidsherein

Gaborone.Kenekeikopelafelagorelewenadothe

same.I'mnotthatromanticketsofetsegongwemy

proposalsucks.MmefelaLucyIwanttomakeyou

mylifepartner,mymother,mybestfriend,the

motherofmychildrenandmyhomemaker.LucyI

wanttomarryyou.



HerJawsdroppedandsheplacedbothherhands

overhermouthashereyespoppedlookingathim.

HesloweddownataparkinginAirportJunction

andreversedparkinghiscar.

Moabi:thisisAirportJunctionmallmylove.

Youcanstillreserveyouransweranddigestthe

wholethingyouwillanswermeatarestaurantover

dinner.

Hesteppedoutandhurriedtheothersideofthecar

thenheopenedthedoorforherandgaveherhis

hand.

Moabi:comelet'sgomylove...

Sheslowlypickedherhandbagandexitedthecar

reachingforhishand....
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AtaguesthouseinGaborone.

EarlythatmorningaftertakingashowerAlexkept

checkingtimeonhisphone.Hewasgettingtoo

nervous.ThepastfewmonthsLesedi's

conversationswithhimweretooshortand

sometimesshedidn'trespondtohistexts.Shewas

alwaysbusyandseemeduninterestedwhenhe

talkedtoher.Wassheseriousthattimewhenshe



gavehimagoaheadtomoveon?Wassheserious

heremindedherofthebadthingsthathappenedto

her?Helaidbackasaflashbackoftheirlast

conversationdisturbedhismind:

Sedi:AlexIdon'tthinkthatourrelationshipwill

survivethisdistance.Youarestillmysister'scrush

andIdidn'tlikethewayshelookedatyoulasttimeI

wasthere.Anotherthingourrelationshipstill

remindsmealotofhowIlostmybabybrother

Kgosi.Ithinkit'sbestIstartafreshwithsomebody

else.GoneIloveyou,Butthebestthingnowisto

justletyougotoavoidmoredrama

Alex:nono!Sediyoucan'tgiveuponusjustlike

that.Iloveyou,Idon'tloveKellyIloveyou

.

Sedi:butshelovesyouandbeingwithyouhas

affectedhowsherelateswithme.It'sbestImove

onwithsomeonewhomysisterdoesn'tknowatall

gakebatedramaAlextota



Alex:(sighedfrustrated)butbabeKellycan'tjust

destroyourlovejustlikethat.

Sedi:sheisnotdestroyingitthereisjustalotof

dramasurroundingus.It'sbetterweleteachother

go.ShapAlexIhavealesson.Wishingyouthebest.

Herubbedhiseyesastearsgatheredinhiseyes

stilllookingattheceilingheletthetearsrolldown

fallingonthesidesofhiseyesdowntotheears.

Alex:GodbutIloveher,I'velovedhersinceshewas

alittlegirl.I'veneverbeeninanormalrelationship

becauseIwaswaitingforher.Myagemateshave

kidsandsomearemarriedbutIdecidedtowaitfor

Lesedi.Godletmenotlosehernowplease.

Hesniffedandburiedhisheadonthepillowcrying

outloud.



Hestoodandlookedhimselfinthemirrorthenhe

smiledthroughhistears

Alex:maybe,justmaybe,whenIproposemarriage

LesediwillknowhowseriousIamwithher.

Hereachedforhisbackpackandtookoutthering

box.Heopeneditstaringatthesparklingring.

Alex:maybejustmaybe,thisringwillbringbackmy

girl,mywifeSedi.Sheshouldgraduatewithmy

surname.DR.LesediOreboleng.Wow!

Histhoughtswereinterruptedbyhisphoneringing.

HefrownedlookingatthecallerID,Keletso.Hewas

readytospitvenomonmeafterrealizingthatIwas

thereasonforhisfailingrelationship



Alex:(angrily)Keletsowhatthehelldoyouwant

fromme!!Youshouldstopcalling..

Me:wait,wait!calmdown!what'sgoingonIhave

seriousnews,stopwastingyourtantrumonnothing

becauseyouwillneedtothinkhard.

Alex:mxmwhatdoyoumean?

Me:Obknows,heknowsthatBellaisnothischild

sheisyours.HeevenhasDNAresults

Alex:what!!

Me:yesheknowsandhesaysheisgoingtotell

Lesedianddestroywhatyouhave.Hechokedme

yesterday.Hewantedtokillme



Alex:andyoutoldhimyousleptwithme?

Me:nohejustcalledmeandtoldmeI'mabitchI

sleptwithhisfriendblahblahandhesaidheis

goingtodestroyus.Itriedtodenybuthesaidthe

wholeworldlooksathimlikeafoolsayingBella

lookslikeyou.Ithinksomeonegavehimthisidea.

I'mafraidAlex!I'veneverseenObsoangryhe

nearlychokedme(sniffed)neankgamileAlex,it's

stillpainfulwhereheheldmetightly

Alex:ohmyGod!ohGod!howdoIgetmyselfoutof

thismess,howdoi?SodoyouthinkBellaismine.

Me:thereisapossibilitywehadunprotectedsex

andIdidwithyoufirstbeforeIdidwithObsothere

isapossibility.

Alex:DamnitnotnowKelly,LesediiscomingIcan't

affordtomessanythingupNooo!



Me:okshapIjustwantedtoupdateyou.Heis

refusingtogivemethechildarenotbeforehe

destroyus

Alex:Noooeish!

Shehungupandhefrustatedlythrewhimselfon

thebedandcoveredhisfacecryingoncemore.

Atmyhouse

Isataloneonthedinnertablewithmymind

wanderingaroundasIsippedcoffee.Mommy

steppedinandapproachedmequietlyobserving

howfarawayIwas.

Mommy:Leleareyouokay?Youcamelatemaabane

andlockedyourselfintheroomanddidn'teveneat



yourfood.Nowyouareherebutyourmindisfar

away,iseverythingokay?

Me:hesitant)I'm..I'm..I'mokaymommy

Mommy:youdon'tseemokayatall.Ojewakeeng

Keletso.ArewegoingtogetBellatoday??

Me:(tearfully)nowecan't

Mommy:what!!why?

Me:Obisrefusingtoreleaseher.

Mommy:whatareyouserious?Gasegorekerome

Samayegomotsaya

Me:nonono!



Mommy:why?

Me:(rubbingtearsfrommyeyes)thereissomething

Ihavetotellyou.

Shechangedseatstoachairclosertomine.

Mommy:whatisitbabeyouarescaringme

Icriedoutloudassherubbedmybackthenshe

tookmyhandonhersandsqueezedmetighter.

Me:I..I..

Icried.



Mommy:Leletellmewhat'sgoingondidObbeat

yougorilengnemma?

Me:ObknowsBellaisnothisdaughterIthoughtshe

washis..And..

Mommy:what!!Leleareyouserious?SoObisnot

Bella'sfather.OhmyGodLelewhatareyousaying.

Whydidyousayheisthefatherifheisnot.

Me:Isleptwithhimandhisfriend.Butenehewas

myboyfriend.Sohisfrienditwasaonceoffthing

andIdidn'tthinkhewasthefatherbutnowpeople

aretellinghimBellalookslikehisfriend

Mommytouchedhermouthwithhereyespooped

lookingatme.

Mommy:whatamessLele.(sighed)Ijustdon't

knowwhattosay.Ikeepgivingyoubenefitofdoubt

butnowthisLele,ahno!!



AtGaborone

Alex'sheartpoundedfasterasheapproachedthe

airport.HehadignoredseveralofOb'scallsandhe

couldn'tjuststopcalling.Hedecidedtosilencehis

phoneandputitawaysothathecanbereadyto

meettheloveofhislifewithoutworryingmuch

aboutObandme.Hesloweddownattheparking

lotandthrewamintguminhismouth.Willheeven

getakissfromher.Hewastoonervous,hedidn't

knowifthiswasgoingtoturnoutwell.Buthe

prayedhardlastnightsothatatleastSedicould

agreetomarryhim.Hecheckedhimselfinhiscar

mirrorandsteppedout.Moabi'scarsloweddown

ataparkingnexttoAlex's.Alexlookedbackand

noticedthemastheyexitedthecarandapproached

theairportentrance.Hewaitedforthemandthey

greetedeachother.

Lucia:I'mgladyoucameboy,thisshowshowmuch



youloveandappreciatemydaughter.Herflightis

abouttolandin20minutes.

Moabi:maybewecangetdrinksatthatlittleCafe

whilewaiting.

TheywalkedintoasmallCafeattheairportand

ordereddrinks.Theysatdownandpassedtime

drinkingandchatting.

Lucia:soAllydidyoutellSedithatyouwantto

marryher.

Alex:notyetIwantedtosurpriseherwhensheis

aroundhere,Iboughtheranengagementring.If

possibleIwanttoborrowherfromyoutonightso

thatwegofordinneratsomerestaurantthenIwill

propose.



Lucia:(smilingandlookingatMoabi)wowthat's

amazingI'mproudofyouson!

Moabi:monnawarialongwanake.Youmarrythegirl

ofyouryouthbeforeevenimpreganatingher.O

gaisebankanabagagobabatsamayangbalatlha

Banamo.

Hesmiledthoughtfully

Alex:I'mthankful,mama,MmagweBonnieyou

raisedherwell.Sheevenachievedherdreamscos

youraisedherwell.LadiessuchasLesedigaseba

otshamekang,youjustmarryonce.Iintendtopush

myparentshardersothatwhenshegoesbackwe

willbedonewithLobolathenwecandecideonour

whitewedding.Wecanevendoitaftershefinishes

school.

Lucia:that'ssoundreasonableI'mhappyforyou



son.I'velongwishedyoucouldbemyson-in-law.

Alex:hahahayourwishisfinallycomingtrue

Theylaughedoutloudandcontinuedchatting

aboutthisandthatasAlextookouthissilenced

phone.Hiseyespoppedto20missedcallsfromOb

andsomefromme.Hesliditbackinthepocket

withapoundingheart.

ArrivalswereannouncedandLesedi'sflighthad

justlanded.Finallyitwashere.Peoplewhowere

awaitingpassengersstoodstretchingwaitingby

theexitwherethosearrivingwillbecomingout.

AmongstthemwereAlebakwe'sparentsandher

sisterSethunya.

Meanwhiletwogentlemeninnavybluesuitsand

specsarrivedchattingandtheystoodcloserto

whereAlexandLuciawerestanding.Theircolognes



invadedeveryone'snostrils.Andtheyweretoo

clean,itwashardtoignore.

Gentleman1:heyIcan'twaittoseemybabe,we

partedsixmonthsbackwhenIgraduated

Gentleman2:whenisshegraduating?

Gentleman1:inalmosttwoyearscossheis

specializinginUrulogysurgery.

Gentleman2:wowsheissuchadreamer.

Getleman1:andahardworker,I'mnervouscos

maybehermomisherealso.Shesaidsheisgoing

tointroducemetoherfamily.

Gentleman2:dudeyouarelucky,infactyoumadeit



inlife!Iveneverbeenluckywithdating.

AstheyspokeJacobhurriedinandlookedaround

checkinghistimerealizingtheflightmighthave

alreadylanded.HespottedLuciaandAlexand

approachedthem.

Jacob:dumelang(hestretchedhishandtogreetall

ofthem)basetsebagorogileboSedi?

Lucia:arrivalswerejustannouncedtheylandeda

fewminutesmaybetheyarestillwaitingtheir

lagguage.

AttheLuaggagecollectionbelt.Thebeltkept

rotatingasdifferentlauggagesrolledinandpeople

collectedtheirs.Ale,LesediandMikewerepatiently

awaitingtheirswhenfinallyAleandMike'sbags

appearedontherollingbelt.BeforelongLesedialso

spottedherbags.Theyallsmiledhappilytaking



themoutandloadedindifferentluggagecarriers.

Lesedi:guysagrouphugplease!rememberwhen

westepoutofhereit'sdonewithusbareemetse

kakwagotlabogosenanakoyagolaelana.

Theystretchedtheirarmsenvelopingeachotherin

agrouphug.

Ale:I'msuremyparentsandsistersareall

there.hahaha!itwasarealbigdealforthem

Lesedi:myparentstoo.Theycameallthewayfrom

Francistown,imagine!Andmyboyfriendhadtofind

anotherDoctostandforhisshift.Hahaha!Idon't

knowhowI'mgoingtodividemyself

Mike:hahahaIcanimagine.Nnaatleastit'smy

fatherandsiblings.Ineedtogobackkenalecheri



moBotswana.

Ale:butyouhaveTayloratUKandIhavethetiring

Henryeish.BoLesedikebonebakgonangdilong

distance

Lesedi:oSekawarialothemmaI'vemissedmyman

Iyoo.

Ale:yourexoithobogilekante?Heythatguycalled

youeveryminute

Lesedi:hahaha!thatoneisfullofdrama,Iguesshe

movedon.Guyswewilltalkviaapp.Enjoythe

holidays

Mike:yeahenjoytheholidaymyladiesompatele

monnao.EishkanaWarekeauti!Aleenekelasty

Iyoo.Aleompateleyourcousinshey!



Ale:hahaha!walwalawenaMikemogatseTaylorre

aboakwagoTaylor.Englishalltheway!

Lesedi:hahaha!bye

Theyallwavedateachotherastheysteppedoutof

theexitpushingtheirluggagecarrierstomeettheir

families..
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Theyallwavedateachotherastheysteppedoutof



theexitpushingtheirluggagecarrierstomeettheir

families..

Alebakwe'sfatherhurriedtowardsherand

envelopedhersmallframeintoahugehug.Her

motherandsisterfollowedhimandjoinedinahuge

celebratoryfamilyhug.

Mikebumpedfistswithhisbrotherandfatherand

theywalkedawaychattinghappilyandlaughingout

loud.

AsLesediSteppedout,hermotherspottedherand

rushedtowardsher.Withoutstretchedarmsshe

embracedhertightly.Tearsformedinhereyesas

shetightlyheldheronlydaughter.Herjoyandher

pride.Thedoctortobe.Shefeltlikearealachiever

especiallywhensherememberedthechallenges

shewentthroughinraisingher.Itwasnotaneasy

pathbutshemadeit.Shelethergoandwipedher

tearswiththebackofherhandthenshegavehera



peckonthecheek.MeanwhileJacobapproached

andhelpedpushingSedi'sluggagecarrier,Lesedi

thenjumpedonhisarmsasheproudlytrappedher

onhischestinahugehug.Hethengaveherapeck

onherforeheadandwhisperedsomethingtoher

ear.

NoticingthatLesediwasstillbusywithherfamily,

herboyfriendandhisfriendrespectfullymoved

backandwaitedbythebenchesavoidingtointrude.

AlexawkwardlyfrozenexttoMrMoabinotsure

whattodo.WhenJacobwentbacktotheluaggage

carrier,Lesedi'seyesfellonAlexslowly

approachingherwhilelookingaroundlikealost

puppy.Hereyespoppedinshock.

Lesedi:(withashrug)andthen?you?

Alex'sheartpoundedlikeitwillfalloffhischestbut

hejustwalkedclosersilentlyprayingthatshehugs

himandsparehimtheembarasment



Alex:(Whispering)Sediplease,areyounotgoingto

givemeahug,peoplearewatchingand..

Lesedi:(alsoWhispering)noI'mnot!yesyouare

rightpeoplearewatchingandmyboyfriendishere

alsowatchingandyouwerenotsupposedtobe

hereinthefirstplace

Lucia,JacobandMoabiexchangedawkward

glancesrealizingwhatwashappeningbetween

AlexandLesedi.Realizingmostpeople'sattention

wasshiftedtothemshehuggedhimbrieflyandlet

himgo.

Lesedi:(whispering)pleasego.Idon'twantany

drama.

Alexshamefulwalkedawayleavingtherestofthe

familywithLesedi

Lucia:(toLesedi'sear)whatwasthatwithAlex



Lesedi:(whisperedback)whyishehere?whogave

himmyflightstime

Lucia:what!Ijoonnadilotsalonadiabodika

mpalela.GreetMrMoabikeyoleI'mwithhim.

Lesedismiledembarrassedandrubbedherhands

togetherapproachingMrMoabi.Shebowedlow

andstretchedherhandtowardshimgreetinghim.

MrMoabi:hellomygirl.Relebogafaogorogile

sentle.Youaresobeautifulngaka.Reemetsego

itekodisafela

Lesedi(lookingdownshyly)haha!thankyousir

JacobwalkedcloserwithLesedi'sluggage..



Jacob:SediIdon'tknowmaybewecanhavea

familydinnertonight,andchatoverdinner.

Lesedi:(hesitant)Iguessso

Jacob:MmaBobowhereareyoulodgingmaybeI

cangiveSedimoneytobooktheretoo.

Lucia:CrestaLodge

Jacob:Okletmetakeherluggagetothecar.Will

followyoutothehoteliwillpayforher

accommodation.NnakekoRegent

Lucia:oknoproblem.Lesedilet'sgo

Lesedistoodhesitantly.



Lesedi:mommycanIpleasesayhitosomeofmy

friendskebalewillfindyouattheparkinglotifit's

notaproblem.

Lucia:okweareparkedonthesecondrowgo

lebaganafelaleentrance.

Jacob:okI'mgoingtoloadtheluggageatmycar

youwillgointoboMummy'scar,right?

Lesedi:noproblemIwon'tbelong.

TheywalkedawaytotheparkinglotasLesedi

breathedasighofreliefthenrantoherboyfriend

whohappilypickedherupandplantedakissonher

lips.

Andile:wowbabeisthisyou?wowbabeyouare



here.Wow!Iwasanxiouswhileyouwerestill

talkingtotheparentsmylovehowI'vemissedyou

Darling!

Lesedi:I'mheresweetheart.Icouldn'twaittosee

you.Theparentsprolongedit,Ididn'tknowwhatto

do

Andile:haha!they'vemissedyoutoo,Icouldsee

theydidn'twanttoletyou.Theymustbeproudof

youasmuchasIamsthandwasami

Lesedi:ngiyabongasthandwa

Andile:youareafastlearner

Sedi:hahahaI'velearntmoreyouwillbesuprised



Andile:hahahababy!Ohexcusemymannersmeet

myfriendDrCarlosfromAdelaideMedicalschool,

myco-worker,Wearebothfreshfromschool.

Lesediextendedherhandforahandshake

Lesedi:NicemeetingyouDr.Carl.

Carl:MypleasureDr.Ihearyouareoneofthemost

passionateandhardworkingstudentdoctorever

Lesedi:hahaha!babelikesexaggeratingthingsDoc.

Itrythoughandheishonestthismedicineismy

passion

Carlos:I'mimpressed.Okcouple,imgrabbinga

drinkbytheCafeletmeleaveyoutobondhaha!



Andile:that'swhyIlikeyouDoc.Letmekissmy

womanfreelynotgivingyougoosebumps

Carlos:hahaha!youarecrazyDoc

HeleftthembythechairsandwalkedtotheCafeas

LesedisatonAndile'slapandfacedhim.Hesmiled

exposinghisdimpleasLesediblushedlookinginto

hishandsomedarkskinnedtone

Andile:prettyface,angikwaziukulinda

kulobubusoko

Lesedi:hahaha!sthandwawhatdoIsaynow!

Andile:hahaha!babeyousaidyouknowmorethan

enough



Lesedi:ngiyakuthandangehliziyoyamiyonke!

Andile:hahaha!babeyouareafastlearnernotonly

onmedicine,evenonyoursoontobelanguage.

Ngifunaukukwenzaubengowam

ngokusemthethweni

Lesedi:haha!ahwaitfirst.Iwillsoonconfuseyou

withmysetswana.

Andile:hahaha!sorrymyloveandyouarerefusing

toteachmeIsetswana.

Lesedi:don'tworryI'mgoingtoteachyoubeforeI

goback.Onaseriousnotelovetheparentsare

waitingforme.IwillhavetocallyoulaterafterI

havedinnerwiththem.

Andile:Angikwazikukuvumelauhambemanje



sithandwaSami.

Lesedi:hahaha!foroncelet'sbeserioustherra.

Adultsarewaitingforme.

Andile:okaymyloveletmegetonelastkiss.Where

areyoulodging?

Lesedi:CrestaLodge.Daddyisgoingtobooka

roomformetherewhichmeansyouwilljoinme

therelaterafterIhavedinner.

Andile:Ican'twaitmybabe,Ijustcan'twait.

Hesmiledrevealinghiswellarrangedpurewhite

teeth.Herubbedhislipsonhersignoringeveryone

elseandFrenchkissedherforawhile.Thenhe

gaveheronelastpeckontheforeheadandthey

stoodasheaccompaniedhertotheparkinglot.



Meanwhileinsidehiscar,Alexburiedhisheadon

thesteeringwheelastearspouredfromhiseyes.

FromthelookinhereyeshejustpickedthatLesedi

wasgone.Anddidhehearherwellwhenshesaid

hisboyfriendwasalsothere.Thiswasarealblow

andhejustcouldn'thandlethepainhefeltfromthe

pitofhisstomach.Lesedi'swordshadrippedhis

heartapart.Hecouldn'tstandseeingherwith

anotherman.Stilllostinaworldofsadreality

thoughts,Luciaknockedonhiscarwindowandshe

startledhim.Heliftedhisheadandlockedhisteary

eyeswithher.Thenhewipedhimselfwithatissue

andsteppedoutofthecargivingLuciaafakesmile.

Oneglanceattheairportentrance,heswallowed

hardandalmostcollapsed.Hehadjustlockedeyes

withLesediholdinghandswithoneofthe

gentlemanwhodisturbedhimearlierwithan

expensivecolognescent.Helookedupfighting

hardtoavoidLesedi'smotherseeinghistears.



ThenhesawthedarkskinnedguytrappingLesedi

inhisbroadshouldersthenpeckingheronthe

forehead.NoticingwherehisattentionwasLucia

alsolookedthesamedirectionandhereyesfellon

Lesediwavingatsomedarkguywhowassmiling

onlywhiteteethvisible.Thensherantowardsthem

astheguywentbacktojoinhisfriendattheCafe...
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AttheguesthouseAlexsilentlylaidonhisbed

lookinguptheceilingasrealitythatshejustlost

Lesediwhomhetoldhisparentshewasmarrying

sankin.Hismindwandered.Theworstpartwashe

wasnotgoingtogetachancetotalktoLesedi



becausehedidn'tevenhaveherlocalnumber.He

knewthatshewasgoingtobuyanewphonewhich

itwon'tbeeasytohaveitsnumber.Hesighed

frustratedandrubbedhishead.Histhoughtswere

interruptedbyacallfromhisfather.Hesighedand

picked

RraNtsetsana:Bafanakekgonnengwanaka.I've

managedtomeetthemall,youruncles.Evenfrom

yourmother'sside.Theywelcomedthewordswith

bothhandsandtheyaresohappythatweare

finallygoingtohaveaweddinginourfamily

especiallyborrangwaneago.Theyaresayingthey

willdotheirbesttomakeyourwishcometrue.Ke

Rayagorewearereadymyboytogoandfindyoua

womanatFrancistown!!

Theoldmanspokeproudlywithexcitement

drippingfromhiswords.Alexsighedashiswords

prickedrightthroughhisalreadysoreheart.His

father'sexcitementhurthimmostandhecouldn't



bringhimselftotellhimtherewasnowedding.

Therewasnoengagement.Hewasfoolishto

involvetheparentsinsuchamatter.

Hestammeredunabletofindtherightwordstosay

tohisfather.

Alex:ahI.....I...OkayntateIWilcallyou

RraNt:heelawarengmonnaosaletsemolodi

Jaana.Karetselaebuduleyagoyagogobatlela

ngakayagago.

Hermotherululatedinthebackgroundandspoke

MmaaNt:FanaFanaswameyootlamponangka

ngwetsiyangakabanna.Madiwee!Oketsegakogo

MmaNtsetsana!ayilililili!



Alexcouldn'tstandhisparentshappinessanymore.

Itwasbesthehungup.

Alex:papaIwillcallback

Hehungupbeforetheoldmanevensaidanything.

Hesighedrubbinghistearyeyesandhelaidback

onthebedandreadathreadofmessagesfromOb.

Hewasinarealmess.HewasnotreadyforOband

Lele'sdrama.Notnowwhenallhewasthinking

aboutwasLesedi.Maybeheshouldcuthislife

short.Someuglydarkguyjusttookhiswoman.He

closedhiseyestryingtodriftintosleepingasbad

suicidalthoughtsinvadedhismind.

***

LaterthateveningatRiverwalknandosLesedi's

familygatheredtogethertosharedinnerandcatch

upwithLesedi.Thewaitresscollectedtheirorders



andtheybeganchattingasLesediwasbusy

placinganewMascomsimcardinherphone.

Lucia:don'tforgettopageussothatwesavethe

newnumber

Lesedi:okay.ThistimearoundI'mgoingtogiveitto

Rea.Iwillbuyhimsedilamegoreesekayasalae

blokiwalikemylastsim

Lucia:ngng!YouwanttodisturbReawithphones

akere.Reaisstillakidphonemoleform2

Lesedi:hahaha!Mamatlogelangwana.itwillbejust

asedilame,nocamera,nothing.Reaisalwaysabit

downweneedtocheerhimupmama.

Lucia:ReaisokayLesedigakebatlephonemo

ngwaneng.Atleastifhepassesformthreeyoucan



buyitforhim.

Jacob:haha!MmagweBobobathongyouwillnever

changedinakogaesatholeeletsamaloba.I

rememberwhenIfirstboughtSediphoneMma

Bobonearlykilledme.

Mr.Moabi:hahaha!reallyyouaretoostrictLucy.

LesedinoticedhowcozyhermotherandMoabi

wereandifshegotthingswellitsliketheywere

sharingaroom.Weretheyorwasshedreaming!

Anywayit'sadultsbusiness.Sheregisteredhernew

SimandimmediatelysentAndileansms:

'BabewearehavingdinnerIguesswewontbelong

Iwillsooncallyoutocomeover.That'smynewno.'

Itwasdelivered,withinafewminutesaresponse



popped

'I'mpatientlywaitingSthandwaSamiwhichmeans

youwillhavemeasyourdessert'

Shesmiledandimmediatelytypedaresponseas

hermotherfrownedstaringather.

'ohsweet!mysweetestdessert.Ican'twaittohave

youafterthisdinner '

Shesentthemessageandthewaitresscameby

carryingatrayoftheirorders.Whenshewasjust

abouttoreceiveherfoodherphonebeeped

receivingaresponsefromAndileandsheignored

thewaitresstappingonherphonetoviewthe

message.Shesmiledagainreadingit.

'Youwillnotregrethavingthiskindofdessert



Sthandwa.AndIcan'twaitformycake '

Lucia:(irritated)Seditakeyourorderplease.What

kindoftablemannersarethose?Youareeven

smilingtoyourphonemothoasabologoretsaya

dijo.What'sgoingonwithyoukante!

Lesedismiledembarrassed.Shethentookand

confirmedherorderfromthewaitress.Shewent

backtobringtheremainingorderasLesedi

checkedherphone.Shebadlywantedtorespondto

thelastmessagebutLuciagaveherasternlookso

sheputawaythephoneembarassed.Jacoband

Moabistoodandwashedtheirhandsatthezinc.

LuciaturnedtoLesediandwhispered.

Lucia:youareactingawkward,it'sunlikeyouwhat's

goingon.Whoareyoutalkingtomoopalelwangke

gobayaphonelerenalebatho



Lesedi:nothingmama

Theduoalsostoodtowashtheirhandsasthemen

satdown.

LuciaandLesediquietlywashedtheirhandsand

wentbacktotheirseats.Silenceprevailedfora

whileastheyalldugineatingtheirmeals.Suddenly

Jacobclearedhisthroatandbrokethesilence.

Jacob:Sediwearehappythatyoubroughtus

togetherhere.Sotellmewhenareyoucompleting

andareyouplanningtocomeandworkhereor

what

Lesedi:IhavetwomoreyearstocompletepapaI

willbeaUrologysurgeonandyesIplantocome

andworkhereinmycountryshouldthingsgo

accordingtoplan.



Herphoneinterruptedtheirconversationagainwith

abeepandshejustcouldn'tignoreit.Shechecked

andreadthemessagewithasmile.

'angisakwaziukulindababe, heismisbehaving.

CanIatleastdrivetoCrestaandwaittheremaybe

whenIarriveyouwillbefinished'

Shequicklytypedaresponse:

'waitjustwaitsthandwa,mamaiskillingmefor

tablemanners waitwiththetextingbabe '

Lucia:whoeveryouaretalkingtoissoimportant.Ao

mmayourfatheristalkingtoyou.Urologykegofe

ngwanakeretlaswaoiseofetse

Jacob:lennanekereketlabotsalekgoalamegore

Urologykeeng?



Lesedi:haha!I'msorrymamaI'mputtingawaythe

phonenow.Urulogyisafieldofmedicinewhich

focusesonthemaleandfemalereproductiveand

urinarytract.Iwillbefocusingondoingsurgeryfor

organssuchaskidneys,adrenalglands,uterus,

urinarybladder,urethraledikarolotsedingwetsedi

fithegilengtsaborrefadinalemakoa.

Moabi:ahngwanakarebolailetota.Otleoberekela

koNyangabgwemmaorealafe.OSekawabawa

ganelelakomakgoweng.

Lesedi:hahahaIwon'tMrMoabi.Ipromisetocome

backtoBotswanaandservemypeople.

Theycontinuedchattingastheykeptaskingher

questionsabouthercareerandstudentlifeatthe

UK.AfterawhilewhentheyfinishedeatingJacob

excusedhimself.



Jacob:Sediitwasnicespendingtimewithyouand

yourparentsandgettingtoknowaboutUrologyand

othermedicineterms.I'msoproudofyoudaughter.

AndIlikehowpassionateyouarewithyourcareer.

SonanannakebatlagoyagoitheetsatomorrowI

willbegrabbingafewthingsformybusinessin

townthenwillbeheadingbacktotheghetto.

Lesedi:thanksalotpapa.I'mhumbledbyyour

presencehere.Meetingmeattheairportreally

meantalottome.Itshowedmeyouareareally

caringfathertocomeallthewayfromFrancistown

tomeetme.

Heflashedabroadsmile,proudoftheresponsible

youngladyLesedihadbecome.UnlikeLelewho

worksforIndiansanddoesn'tevenhaveadream

shewasanenthusiasticandoptimisticyounglady.

Hethought.



Lucia:that'struerragweBonnie,Iamalsothankful

forthesupportyoualwaysgivemewithregardsto

mydaughter.Youareindeedagoodfather.

Jacob:youarewelcome.BatsadibameI'mtheone

whoisthankful.Youraisedherwell.SoSediretla

kopanakoghetto,akereyouwillbeleavingwithbo

mama.Whenareyouleaving?

Lucia:yahretlatsamayaleenekamoso

Lesediquicklychippedin.

Lesedi:uhmm,aboutleavingIthinkIwillremainin

Gaboroneforawhile.Iwillcomehomearound

Christmastimemaybebodi22.

Lucia:what!!remainwhereinGabsneLesedi!



Lesedi:I'vebeenmeaningtotellyouthis.Iaskedmy

boyfriendtoaccommodatemeforawhile.Iwantto

familiarizemyselfwithlocalhospitalshereand

networksothatwhenIfinishIcanknowwhich

routetotakeinfindingasuitablejob.

Speechless,Luciastaredathernotbelievingher

ears,didshejustsayboyfriend,whichboyfriend?

Didherdaughterjustblurtedoutinfrontofadults

thatshewillbestayingataboyfriend'shousefor

twofullweeks.Jacobbroketheawkwardsilence

Jacob:whichboyfriend?Theonewhowasatthe

airport.Kantemothoyooberekamonothisdays?O

neatswakwaNyangabgwegolofale?Andwhere

didhedisappeartokaoneantseanaleronako

airport?

Lucia:itcan'tbehimbecauseIdon'tunderstand

what'sgoingon.KanakegoreJacobIdidn'twantto

spoilyourtimewithyourdaughterbutmmehela



thistimearoundIdon'tunderstandwhat'sgoingon

withLesedi.

Realizingtheissuesdiscussedweremoreprivate

andLesediwasgettinguncomfortableMrMoabi

excusedhimself.

Moabi:letmeleaveyoutowrapupwithyourchild.I

willbeinthecarlisteningtothenews.

Lucia:ok

HesteppedoutastheduostaredatLesedilooking

foranswers.

Lesedi:okayletmeclarifyeverythingpapa.Alexand

Iarenolongerdating.Idon'tevenknowwhoinvited

AlextomeetmewhenIarrivecosnnagakeamo

neelamyflighttimes.Youcanaskmamaaboutthat



1.SoIdon'tknowwhereheisandwhyhecamea

ntseaitsegorerekgaogane.Theotherthingis...

Jacob:uhulekgaogane?Thenwhichboyfriendare

youremainingwithnengwnakakaronarenereitse

eneAlex

Lesedi:okayAlexspoiltthewholethingabout

comingtotheairportnotinvitedandtrickingmama

tobelievewearestilltogether.AlexandIbrokeup8

monthsbackandistarteddatingsomeguyko

sekolonghewasinthecompletingclass.They

graduatedonale3monthsatheogelako

Bokamoso.Hemovedhereaftergettingthis

Bokamosojob.HeisaDoctor.Thisisthesameguy

thatisgoingtohelpmenetworksothatIcanalso

getajobeasierwhenIfinish.

Lucia:bakhurutshebantsetse.Ifyoubrokeupwith

Alex8monthsbackSedi,howlonghaveyoubeen

withthisguy?



Lesedi:8months

Lucia:akerewarehehasbeeninBotsfor3months.

Lesedi:yeswhenwewere5monthsinthe

relationshiphefoundajobinBotswanaandleftbut

wecontinuedtilltoday.Iwantedtointroducehimto

youtodaybuttherewasalotgoingon.Theissueof

AlexgotmedisappointedsoIthoughtIwill

introducehimtomorrowbeforeyouallleave.Ke

Salaleene.

Lucia:thisisnotmydaughterspeaking.Idon'thave

adaughterwhostaysataguy'shousewhomshe

knewfor5months.No!Idon'thaveadaughterwho

cohabit.NotmyLesedigaokakengwanaka.

Lesedi:snapping)butmamaIknowyouareangry

cosIdon'twantAlex.FakesabateAlexgake



mmatleand..

Lucia:Idon'tlikeyourtoneandyourattitudeSedi.

AndallI'msayingisevenifyouareanUrological

whatever,youarestillmydaughteruntilIgiveyou

awaytosomeonethroughmarriage.Ican'tallow

youtogotoaman'shouse.Atotalstranger.Faele

gorekeeneyomontshontshoyonengotshega

tsheganaeyoleSedi,noIcan't.

Lesedi:(sigheddisappointed)butmamaIdon'tstay

withyou.Istaymilesaway,intheUK.imnotachild

anymorewhybeingsodifficult?

Jacob:Sedilistentoyourmotherplease,thisisnot

thewaytodothings.Wethoughtyoucamefor

holidaystoseeyourparentsandsiblingsnotfora

boyfriendyouhardlyknow.

Lesedi:hardlyknow.Iknowhim.



Lucia:otladiraboitaolokoUKngwanakacosI

don'tstaywithyouthereasyousay,notinmyeyes.

Alexwantedtodotherightthing.Hewantedto

proposemarriagetoyouandtakeyourightfully.

Youdontwanthimyouwanttofornicateright?You

wanttostaysinfulwithamanwhoisnotmarriedto

you.Kengwanawagamang?kemokaegareitse?

Lesedi:(irritated)it'snotlikeAlexisaSaint.Heis

justpretendingandfoolingyou.Heisnotwhoyou

thinkheis.Alexhassleptwithalmosteverygirlba

kenengketsenalebone.WhileIwasbusystudying

togetmy48pointshewasbusysleepingaround

pretendingtobewaitingformebutnot.Everygirl

waFrancistownfaabonasenepesaAlextheywill

belikeIpassedhere.Heymycrush,heywhatwhat!

Youshouldseetheircommentsonhisphotosin

Facebook.Ican'tmarrysuchaman.MamaIcan't

marryamanwithoutdignity.Heisasinnertoo,

goreaboarewanyaladoesn'tmakehimaSaint.



Lucia:andisyournewguyaSaint?Doyouknow

himenoughtosayheisnotsleepingaroundlike

Alex.WhatifheisthesameasAlex?

Lesedi:heisnot.

TheycontinuedexchangingangrywordsaboutAlex

andthenewguyuntilJacobtriedtochipin.Andile's

callcamethroughandLesedijustwatchedthecall

untilitended.Withtheongoingtensionshecouldn't

makemattersworsebytakinghiscall.Whenhe

wasjustabouttoopenhismouthJacob'sphone

interruptedhimwithabeepreceivingansms.He

tookitoutandopenedthemessageandhiseyes

poppedashereaditoverandoveragain....

KINDLYLIKECOMMENTANDSHARE.THANKS

FORTHESHARESONTHEPREVIOUSINSERT
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Whenhewasjustabouttoopenhismouthhis

phoneinterruptedhimwithabeepreceivingansms.

Hetookitoutandopenedandhiseyespoppedas

hereaditoverandoveragain.

MAVIS:yourchildhasstarted,kethapilediatla

Jakes,LeleissayingBellaisnotObakeng's

daughter.Youwillhavetocomebackandhearher

out,I'mtired'

Hesighedandslidbackhisphoneonhispocket.

Lesedi'sphonekeptringingwhileshelookedatit.

Jacob:(irritated)arabakanaotimephoneSEDI.I

wanttotalktoyouit'sdisturbing.



Shesilenceditandfacedhim

Jacob:Lesedingwanakayou'vegrownupasthe

mostrespectfulchildever.Kegoitsileoagegile

felaJaana.Yourmotherhasdoneherbestraising

youandteachingyougoodMANNERS,don'tlet

anythingchangeyou.It'snotrighttocomehome

andstayforsolongwithaboyfriend.It's

disrespectfulandIdiscourageit.Weknowyouare

anadultandwedon'tdiscourageyoufromdating

butgoreereotsilegaeoboonnakomosimaneng

iswrong.Sopleasedotherightthing.Gohome

withyourparents.Etlarefaosetseobowaofeteo

bonaboyfriendyagagothenomolaelaotsamaya.

Maitseonamaneyamorobangwanaka.AboutAlex

thereisnothingwecandoifyounolongerwant

him.Wewillacceptthatanditisnotourplaceto

chooseaboyfriendforyou.

LesedireleasedasighofFrustration.



Lesedi:IhearyouIwillhavetothinkaboutitover

night.

Lucia:nnawhateverdecisionyoutakedaughter

knowthattomeyouwillbearealdisappointmentif

youcanchoosetostaywiththatmanfortwoweeks.

NkabonagoregaontlotleLesedi

Lesedi:okay,canIgoandsleep

Lucia:yahlet'sallleaveMoabigaabologonkemela.

TheyquietlystoodandlefttherestaurantasLesedi

steppedasidepickingAndile'scall.Jacobhurriedto

hiscardialingMavis.

Mavis:JacobnnatotaI'vetriedallIcanwithLele

butIdontknowwhereIfailed.RightnowIjust



helpedherquitheruselessjobcosthatIndianman

wasabusingher,steppingonherrights.My

intentionwastotakeherwithherchildandcome

withtheminGabs.NekebatlagothusaLeleto

atleaststartacareerofsomethingsheis

passionateabout.NowompolelelagoreObakengo

ganakangwanatheyhavetosolveanissue

becauseObakengarehedidtheDNAthechildis

nothis.KegorekedilohelaTsedisautlwaleng.

Leleontapisetsebatho.

Jacob:theproblemwithyouandLeleisthatyou

makedecisionswithoutinvolvingmethenwhen

thingsgowrongthat'swhenI'mimportant.Goriana

whenwasIgoingtoknowthatLeleiscomingto

Gaboronelegoreotogetsetiro?Youdidthesame

thingwhenyoutookherforthatcourseandwhen

shefoundthatjob.I'malwaysthelasttoknow.Why?

AnywayI'mabitstressedaboutsomethingwill

addresstheLeleissuewhenIcometheretomorrow



Mavis:okayIgetitnowthatIamtheonetoblame

withregardstoLele'sfailure.KeagoutlwaJakes

it'sokayshap.Andwhateverisstressingyouthat

sideismoreimportantthanyourchild.

Jacob:mxm!Idon'thavetimeforthisnegative

energyMavis.IfyouwantustotalkaboutLeleotla

ithutagoBualennasentleandtorespectmecos

gaontlotle.Youthinkyouhaveeverythingfigured

out.Gompienoyouagreedtobuyahousekwano

momothongosantherisa.OneoitsegoreI'm

goingtocometoGabsandmeetLeseditheno

fapaanalennaandlockyourhouse.Isleepina

lodgemmeonalentlomoGaborone.Whatkindof

shitisthis?Isthisevenmarriagekanarereelafela?

Mavis:ijoo!Youhavealottosaynnarranekego

bolelelakangwanafaontseohupetsewhyoneo

sabue?

Jacob:shapthereisnothingmoretodiscuss.You



don'trespectmefinishandclarrandthereisno

howthekidscanrespectmeifyoudon't.

Hehungupandthrewthephoneinthepassengers

seat.Hethendroveawayashismindwandered.

AtCrestaLodge

LuciaandMoabiwentstraighttotheirroomand

LesediremainedintheparkinglotdialingAndile.

Andile:babe

Lesedi:I'mbytheparkingjustnotfarfromthe

entrance

Andile:okaywaittheresthandwaI'mcoming



AndilesteppedoutofhismarueenBMW5series.

HehangaJeeplabeledbackpackoverhisshoulder.

Hewasdressedinjeans,apologolftshirt,anda

pairofJordansneakers.Hewasofmediumheight,

verydarkincolorandnotthathandsome.His

shouldersweretoobroadbuthisbottomthinner

andhistummyprotrudedabitonthewhitepolo

tshirtmakingitlooklikeitwastoosmallforhim.He

woreanexpensivecolognethatturnedheadsand

thoughhewasnotthathandsomeonecouldnot

stopnoticinghewasprobablyloadedwithbucks

becauseofhisexpensiveoutfitandneatness.

Hisapplewatchbeepedwithanotificationandhe

slidouthisphonereadingatextfromhisfriend.He

thenwalkedtowardstheentranceandLesedi

wavedexcitedlynoticinghim.HehurriedtoLesedi

andenvelopedherinatightembracebefore

plantingasoftpeckonherlips.Theyheldhands

walkingtowardsthehotelroom.



InsidetheroomAndile'sarmwrappedaround

Lesedi'sbackinonegentlepullandtheirskin

touched.Sheburiedherheadinhisbroad

shouldersbreathinginhisscent.Herubbedhislips

onhersandstartedFrenchkissingherasherbody

electrified.Withalaughheliftedherrightoffher

feetcarryinghertowardsthebed.Heletherfall

withasoftbounceonthemattress.

Theylockedeyesforawhilethenhewasallover

her.Unzippingherjeansandpullingthemoff.

Rippingaparthertopandbuttonsfelloverthefloor

thenheunhookedherbraandthrewittothefloor.

Hegentlykissedhertummygoinguptoherpointed

breastandsuckedeachofthem.Hemovedtoher

lipsthenhepokedherwithhishardweapon.His

fingersthenreachedthecakeandhemadehis

magic.Lesedirockedherheadagainstthepillowas

hewentonandonwithhisfingers.Thenasoft

moanescapedherlips.That'swhenhetookoutthe

dickAndsavored.



***

InsidetheirroomLuciaandMoabilaidsidebyside

onthebedasLuciafrustratedlyuttered:

Lucia:honeyngwanayooantekawaitse.doesshe

thinkbeingaDoctormakesherspecialandshecan

disrespectmefelakafaabatlangkateng.no!no

notmySedi!

Moabi:babeyouaretooworkedupkakgangyaga

Lesedi.ShewillgiveyouaBP.Sheisyoung

hormonesaredrivinghertoallthesedecisions.

Don'tfighthershewillcomearound.You'veraised

herwell.Whatevershedoesshewillneverforget

theteachingsyoutaughtherwhenyouraisedher.

Lucia:mosimanyanawatengomontshontshookare

motebelefela.AhboLesedibaitshotalefagotwe

ngaka.KanaAlexbathoishandsomengwanayole



omontle.Kenekemoratetsengwanake

Moabi:honey!justrelaxpleaseletgoofAlexmy

love,Lesedigaammatle.Justacceptseatlangka

sone.LetSedimakeherownmistakesandlearn

fromthem.Shehasgrownupasachildtoo

focusedonschool,sheneverplayedaround.Let

herbelove.

Lucia:(sighed):okaykeautlwaparentingisalotof

workeishlet'shopeshewillnotmessupherlifeka

matebele.

Moabi:sheseemslikeamatureandrespectfulchild.

Don'tworryshewillcometohersenses.Babe

enoughwithLesedi.Let'sfocusonus.Remember

it'sourlastnightherelet'shavefun.

Hepulledhercloserandplantedhislipsonhers.

ThenheFrenchkissedherandtheyrolledonthe



bedplayingaround.Hetickledherasshelaughed

outalmostforgettingherworries.
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ThefollowingmorningAlexcheckedoutanddrove

outoftheguesthouse.Hesloweddown

thoughtfullythenhedialedLucia.

Lucia:AllyotengpapahowareYOU?

Alex:I'mfinemamhowareyou?



Lucia:I'mfinemyBOY,haveyoulefttown?

Alex:notyetIwillbeleavingjustnow.Areyou

alreadyleavingLONA?

Lucia:nowewillbeleavingintheafternoonre

santseretsenatsenaretholaBanabagaMoabi.

Alex:okay.NekeremayIhaveSedi'slocalnumber

sothatIcansaybyetoher.

Lucia:AllyngwanakeIcan'tjustgiveyouSedi's

numberbeforeseekingherpermission.Iwilljust

havetoaskherfirst.

Alex:okaypleasesendittomeifsheallows.Thank

you.



Lucia:shappapaketlagokopela.Otsamaesentle

ngwanakedrivesafely

Alex:thanksalotmamasametoyou.

Hehungupandsighed.Thenhepatientlywaited

hopingforansmsbeepfromLuciasendingthe

numberbutnothingcameuntil30minuteslater

whenhegaveupanddroveawaywithasoreheart.

AtFrancistown

ReaandMmaCsatbythedinnertableeatingsoft

porridge.Reacircledhisspoonseveraltimesonthe

porridgenotnecessarilyeatinguntilitwaswatery.

MmaCobservedhimashewasabsentminded

mixingtheporridgeoverandoveragain.

MmaC:Reaareyouokaypapi?



Rea:startled)mma?

MmaC:Iwassayingareyouokaygawajamotogoo

fuduileebileometsi

Rea:yesI'mfine

MmaC:noyouarenotRea,talktomeBoytellme

what'sgoingon.

Rea:I'mokay

MmaC:Reagaoje,gaobue.Luciaisgoingtofind

youobopama.Keengngwanake.

Helookeddownastearsrolleddownhischeeks.



MmaCmovedclosertohimandrubbedhisback

MmaC:Reamyboytellwhat'swrong

Rea(crying):I...Imisspapa

MmaC:BobooilegogoberekelaReadon'tcrylike

thatheneedstoworktofeedandclotheyou.Do

youknowhisnumber?

Rea(sniffed)yes

MmaC:oktakemyphoneandcallhimmaybeyou

willfeelbetter

MmaChandedherphonetoReawhoslowly

draggedhisfeetoutsidedialinghisfather



Bobo:hello

Rea:papskeRea

Bobo:ahboyzaboyza!myboyhowareyou?

Rea:(sniffed)ImissyouBobonnakebatlagonnale

wena

Bobo:ImsosorrymyboyImSorrymothoWakaI

missyoutoo.ButI'mstillbusywithworklaitaaka.

YouknowIjustgotthisjobmyboyIdon'teven

haveleavedayskeyagochaisafelakadi23tsa

Decembersohangintheremyboy.Christmasre

mmogo.ThisyearmysonorwalaJordansneakers.

Trustme.

Rea:(smilingthroughtears)keautlwapapa.Ican't

waittogetmyJordan.Bobonnakeaboregatota.I



thinkalotaboutKgosi.SometimesIevenget

nightmareshelakemoLorarelemmogo.Hecould

bedoingstandard7.Hecouldbeabigboythe

housewouldn'tbeasquiteasitis.

Bobo:IunderstandmyboybutKgosiisgone.It's

beenfiveyearsyouhavetoletitgo.Iknowit's

painfulbutthereisnothingwecando.Wearehere

foryouRea.

Rea:gonemmewhykesannelewenanerrapapa.

KanasometimesIspendnightsalonecosmummy

isalwaysoutanduncleMonkgogiisnotreallya

niceperson.Hesaidthathousebuiltforusbythe

governmentisnotformamait'sforhim.Hesaid

onedayhewilltakeoutallourthingsandlockthe

house.Nnatotamothakayogakemotshware

sentlepapa.Arethatyardwasgiventohimbyhis

latemamasoit'snotmama'splot

Boblo:thatoneiscrazy.Iwillhavetodealwithhim



myself.Gorayagoretoronkoemopekisitse.That

houseandhomeisoursenekeeneakatswanga

thapelwa.AboutoladyIwilltalktoherandhearher

out.AdultsissuesarenoteasyReaeish.

Rea:okayaboutmestayingwithyou?

Bobo:aboutthatit'sstillnotpossiblekanaI'vejust

startedworkandgakenaborokoReaI'msharinga

roomwithsomeguy,accommodationhereis

expensiveIwilltakeawhiletohavemyownroom.

Sohangintherepapa.Iwantthebestforyou.I'm

workinghardonlyforyou.Yougetme?

Rea:(sigh)yespapakautlwa.AboutNeiwillIever

seemysiblingskanagabanasepelenna.

Bobo(clearedhisthroat)IwilltakeyoutoNeiwhenI

comeforChristmasyouwillconfronthimpapaand

gettoseeyoursiblings.Isthatokay?



Rea:thankspapaIwillappreciatethat.

Bobo:okwealmostfinishedMmaCsairtimegive

herthephonekemodumedise.

ReagavethephonetoMmaCandshebrieflyspoke

toBobothenhungup.

AtGaborone

Withahugeshoppingbag,Lesediknockedat

Lucia'sroomandwaited.Luciaopenedthedoor

andletherinandshesteppedintotheroomand

lookedaround.Thenshegrabbedachairbythe

deskandsatdown.Sheplacedthebigshopping

bagonthetable.

Lucia:whyareyoulookingaround?



Lesedi:embarrassed)nothingmama

Lucia:okimallears

Lesedi(clearedherthroat)mamakekopagoSala

moGabsjustforaweeknotthetwoweeksIinitially

proposed.

Lucia:okay

Lesedi:okaymeanswhat?

Lucia:meansyoucandowhatyouwantSedi,what

you'veplannedfor.

Lesedi:ahmamaareyounotangryatmethough.

Lucia:noI'mnot.I'mabitdisappointedbutketla



siama.Dowhat'sbestforyou.Enjoyyouryouthbut

don'tforgetthecreatorthat'sallIcansaytoyou

Lesedi:okmama.Butitwillonlybeforsixdays.I

won'tgobeyondthat.It'sveryimportantformy

careertonetworkwithdifferentdoctorsandlearn..

Lucia:okayIunderstand.It'sokaySediyou've

alreadyexplainedthatit'sokay.

Lesedi:okay

Lesedikeptquitelookingathermothershewasnot

convincedshereallyacceptedthatsheshould

remainintownbutshejustsighednotknowing

what'smoretosay.Sheopenedtheshoppingbag

andstartedtakingthingsout.

Lesedi(smiling)everytimeIwentshoppingIhadto



buyyouorReasomething.YouareallIthinkabout

whenI'mthatside.Hereareyourparcels.(showing

her)thisisaBurberryhandbagforyou.Whenyou

gotochurchtheywillbeafraidofyou.Thenhereis

aburrberryscarfalmostsimilartothebag.

LuciaReceivedthemwithabroadsmileadmiring

them.

Lucia:wowwow!youneverceasetoamazeme

daughterthesearerealquality!

Lesedi(takingouttheshoes)andthesearevery

comfortablepumps.Theyareverygoodforyour

feet.Youcanputonthemalldaylongandenjoythe

comfort.

Lucia:wowwowwow!Thistimearoundyou've

outdoneyourselfdaughter.Ilovethemmygirl,pure

leatherandquality.



Lesedi:(smiling)I'mgladyoulikethem

mummy(takingoutmorethings)Theseare

matchinggolfTshirtsforReaandBobo.Andthe

shoesarealsomatching.It'saveryexpensivelabel

forguyscalledjordan.Tjesearealsoexpensive

boxerbriefsforReaI'msurehewilllovethemand

hissocks.

Luciasmiledandspokewithexcitementdripping

fromherwords

Lucia:okay,wowtheyalllookgood.I'mthankful

daughter.I'msuretheyaregoingtolikethem.

Lesedi:andIdidn'tknowwhattobuyforMmaCI

boughtherthesetwoscarves.Theotheroneisfor

summertheotheroneforwinter.

Lucia:hehehe!reagomokgonatotaMmaCIyoo



sheisgonnabehappymogowenakanagaa

kgomege.

Lesedi:haha!Icanimagine.IwishIwouldbethere

toseeherexcitementwhenshegetsthem.Lastly

mamahereisasetofjeweleryforyou.Thisboxisa

pearlnecklaceandtheotherboxaresmallstuds.I

wantyoutolookbeautifulmyqueen.Mamayouare

everythingtomeandIwillalwaysloveyou.IfI

disrespectedyoulastnightI'msorry.

Lucia(tearfully)Idon'tknowwhattosaySediI'm

overwhelmedwithemotions.I'mtheonewhois

sorrytobetoooverprotective.whatdidIdoto

deservesomanygifts.

Lesedi:ahmamayouraisedandgroomedadoctor,

comeonyoudeserveworld'sbestmomaward.

Lucia:really?



Lesedi:ofcoursenoamountofmoneyormaterial

willeveramounttotheloveyougavemesincebirth.

Lucia:ngng!Sediobatlagontedisaakere.

(stretchingherarmswithasmile)Come.

Shetrappedherinatightembraceandcriedtears

ofjoywithherdaughterinherarmsasLesedigave

herareassuringsqueeze.

Lucia:didyougetyourfathersomething?

Lesedi:IdidandIalsogotmyhalfsiblingseacha

tshirt

Lucia:youareasuperyoungwoman.Loveyou

daughter



Lesedi:loveyoumommy.

Lucia:okI'mgoingtocheckout,Moabiiswaitingfor

meatthecar.Wearegoing.

Lesedi:okaymamatravelsafely.

Lucia:thanks

Shetookherhandbagandtheystoodexitingthe

room.

Lesedi:didyougeteverything?

Lucia:yesweplacedalltheluggageinthecarIjust

waitedheretotalktoyou.



Lesedi:okaymama.I'mhappytoseethatyouare

happy.

Lucia:thanks.IhavesomethingtotellyoubutI

prefertotellyouathomesothetimeyouwilldecide

tocomehomewewilltalkaboutit

Lesedi:Ipromiseitwillbesoonmama.Ican'twait

toseemyboyRea.Can'tyouatleastgivemeahint

I'mgettinganxiousmama.

Lucia:noSediwewilltalkbye.Takecareofyourself.

Shewavedatherasshewalkedtothecarand

LesedidraggedherfeettoherroomwhereAndile

waswaitingforher.Shefoundhimreadyandthey

tookalltheirluggagetothecarbeforetheychecked

out.TheyhurriedtoRegentwhereLesediwasto

meetwithherfatherandgivehimhisgifts.
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AtOb'shouse

LaterthatnightObtuckedinhiskidsintheirsmall

bedsafterreadingthemabedtimestory.He

watchedthempeacefullysnoringthenheshookhis

headandtearfullywalkedawayimaginingBella

beingtakenawayfromhim.Whatifhewas

overreacting.WhatifBellaishischildandpeople

arejustsaying.ButthenwhyisAlexnottakinghis

calls.Coulditbetruethathereallysleptwithhisgirl.

It'ssounlikehim.Hisheadthrobbedpainfullyas

countlessquestionsinvadedhismind.Heswitched

offthetelevisionandlefttohisroomwherehelaid

ontopoftheblanketsindarknessandfacedthe



ceiling.Suddenlyhisphonerang

Ob:hello

Voice:hellokeMmagweKatlo,sorryforcallingyou

thislate.KegoneretswangmomeetingandI

couldn'twaittilltomorrowcosmaybeitwillbeshort

notice.IwantedtotellyouthatIwillneedtocome

andpickKatlotomorrowcoshehastodothe

measurementsatthetailorbeforeweleaveto

Mahalapye.Iwanthimtobemeasuredsothatthey

canstartworkingonhissuit.

Ob:what!Measurementsforwhat?Idon'tgetthe

wholething

Joyce:ahrragweKatlorra!akereI'vetoldyouIm

gettingmarriednextmonth.Katloispartofthe

bridegroomteamsoheismeasuringforhissuit

andsecondattire.



Ob:what!!wereyouseriousyouaregettingmarried,

thissoon?

Joyce:hahaha!ahObakengrraIwasserious,you

thoughtIcouldjokeaboutsomethinglikethisne

wena?

Ob:yousoundedlikeyouwerejokinghelawhyosa

invitesentlehela.KanayousaidI'mgettingmarried

intwomonths,kebokereahwafosaobooreijo

believewhatyouwanttobelieve.Youdidnotsound

convincing.

Joyce:hahaha!amme,butIwasserious.

Ob:butit'sstillshortnoticetotellmeyouwantthe

childtomorrow.Ompolelelabosigoka9Joyce?

comeonthemma.Whatifwehadplans.Youdon't

careaboutthemright?Whyareyousoselfish.Even

ifyougetmarriedJoyceweneedtoco-parentwell



KatloismychildandI'mnotgoingtojumpatyour

snapkaene.Learntocommunicatewellintimega

obatlangwana.AndIthinksinceKatloismychild

it'sonlyfairgorekeitsedilotsotlheTseomo

tsenyangmoteng.I'msorryIcan'tgiveyouKatlo

tomorrow,wehaveplans.

Joyce:ahnonowyouarenotbeingfairObakeng.

I'mstressedkelenyalo.Youdon'tknowhow

weddingpreparationsare.Youforgetsomethinggo

hecticsokekopangwanarra.Otherthingske

feelergoreketontokwane.ItoldyouI'mgetting

marriedandyoubrushedtheissueoffsodealwith

it.

Ob:oksotsatsilekenyalangshouldIdothesame

thingketseyengwanakemoisedipracticing.ke

MoSegelekesagobolelelagoreketsentse

ngwanamoteaming.Isitfair?Kelalekegoleletsa

masigokebatlangwanaandnotconsideranyplans

youhavewiththekid.SelosanthaJoyceifyouare



goingtolivewithamanlennalengwanakeIhave

toknowthatman.WewillbeCoparentinggolofa.

Joyce:OKbuteneonearileifyoudon'tmindhe

canjusttakethechildsothatheuseshissurname

toavoidhimbeingdifferentfromtherestofusin

thefamily.Esegorewamoadopt.Sothatleenehe

canfeelwelcome,ngwana.Totaheiswillingto

treathimashisownifwechangesurname.Cos

monnaweKatloobviouslyreagomochangera

fanakarragwesoetlaboeleenefelaasatshwane

lerona.It'sgonnastresshim.Anotheroptionyou

canjustallowhimtoadopthimandavoiddrama.O

tlannaommonanakodingwebutthefully

parentingwillbeonhim.Eneoberekamomineng.

Therearemorebenefitslikeboschoolfeesretlabo

resekgaotse.Buthecandothatifthebirth

certificatereflectshisname.Ifyouagreethathe

adoptshimwecanchangethefathertohiminthe

birthcertificate.



Ob:mxmleantekatumelokanaontholelamangne

Joyce?SoyouthinkatthispointIcaneasilygive

awaymychildtoyourhusband.Forwhat?kemo

lebogaeng?WhendidIeverfailtotakecareofmy

childforyoutothinkthatIcaneasilygivehimaway.

WantlwaelaJoycelikeseriously!!

Joyce:anywayIwasjustpassingkayonewewill

discussit.Leeneobatlagogobonarragwe

Shosho.Mmehelaitwillrelieveyoucosyouhave

anotherchildtosupport.GompienoIdon'ttrustthe

schoolwhereweregisteredKatloat,rekaboremo

isakoadignifiedprivateschoolsototahelaIwant

thebestformyboyOb.Iknownursingisnot

payinggapeyouhaveanotherkidandyouare

supportingthatuselesssisterofyours.

Ob:kegaufilegogorogaJoyceifyoucontinue

talkingrubbishI'mgoingtoinsultyoujustnow.It's

lateyouaredisturbingme.



Joyce:okayretlaebonayaadoption.Jaanongwa

rengkagotsayangwananerraOb?KanaifI'm

goingtoMahalapyebeforehemeasuresitsgoingto

beachallengebecausetimeisnotonourside.

Ob:Idon'tcarewhetheryouhaveachallengeor

whatIdon'tgiveadamnsoKatlogaayegope

kamoso.Wehaveplans.Otlakopangwanafela

sentlemogonnaorefachanceyagoipaakanya.

YouaretoodisrespectfulwaitseJoyce

Joyce:youarenotbeingfairObakengI...

Hehungupbeforeshecompletedhersentence

thenheclickedhistongueseveraltimesand

silencedhisphone.Joyce'scallcamethroughonce

againandheignoredit.Shecalledseveraltimes

withoutanswerandshesenthimamessage.

Joyce:Obyoucannotdothattomewithmyson.I



wantmysontomorrowotherwiseallhellwillbreak

loose.IknowthatyouarejealousbecauseI'm

gettingmarried.Okaele14lagagoMmagwe

ngwanawagago.Isshenotsatisfyingyouenough

orogothadileshem.I'mcomingformyson

tomorrow

Heclickedhistongueanddeletedthemessage.He

wasfumingwithangerthenhedialledKen.

Ken:Mrselosebosigofaelegorekepagamecheri

otlareng?

Ob:tsek!Otlamofolosamonnaonkarabahahaha!

hwstbra?

Ken:shapgojwang.Kethotsefelakeopelagogo

leletsaebileonthakile



Ob:owaiI'mnotsurprisedthat'syourfavoriteline.

EishmonnaKenI'mstressedwaitse.

Ken:what'sgoingondidyouconfrontAlex!

Ob:mxmdon'ttalkaboutthatoneheisnottaking

mycalls.I'vejustdecidedtodoDNAonBella.

Kamosokeamoisagonalemothakawalaitaame

kodiagnofirmIwilltalktohimanthusekabonako.

AkereIjustscaredLelekereIdidDNAbutgakeae

diraIwantedhertoconfess.SoI'vebeenthinking

whatIfI'mallworkedupngwanaelewamekana

dilotsedibuiwangkebathoyoucan'ttrustthem.

Ken:yahnowyouaretalking.Youneedproofto

confrontthatguy.SoIsupporttheDNAtest

Ob:okay,mmegoneimstartingtobelievethereis

somethingwrong.Alexonalemokgwa,sinceItold

Leleaboutthishenevercalledmehenever



returnedmycalls.Whyisheignoringme.Itcan

onlymeanLeletoldhimandotshogile.Thisguyis

suchabetrayermonnaandtothinkLeleishis

girlfriend'ssister!!

Ken:epadileguycode.ButAlexwasthelastperson

yokenengkamoakanyetsadiloTse.Imstilfinding

hardtobelieve.Thewayhealwaysemphasizedguy

codegakedumeletota.Anyway.GoanddoDNA.

Whenyouarereadywiththeresultscallmeand

let'smapthewayforward

Ob:monnabutwhydoIstillfeelsheismychild.I

meanweeasilyclicked.(Tearfully)Ilovethislittle

girlmonnaKenlosinghimtoanothermanwillbea

realblow

Ken:itcanneverbeeasybutwithtimeyouwill

acceptit.



Ob:eishbrayakaIdon'tknowtotagakeitse.So

monnawareresimololapracticelengyalenyalo

Ken:whentheparentsaredonewiththemagadi

thingsheishit'stakingtimebutthereisnothingwe

cando.

Ob:IhopeitwillbesoonIneedsomethingtocheer

meupthereisalotofdramainmylife.Gongwenka

iponelacherimoBaetsaneng.MonnaIjustcan't

findarightgirl.

Ken:it'shardtofindatrustworthygirlthisdays.All

theywantismoney

Ob:Wenamonnayouvebeenluckytostickto

Oreneileforsomanyyears.Shedeservetobe

married



Ken:wehadourupsanddownbutatleastweare

goodforeachother.Iloveher.

Ob:I'mhappyforyoumyman.Myexisgetting

marriedimagine.MmagweKatlo,andwa

nkgakgafalelaareobatlagofamonnawagagwe

ngwanake

Ken:ohreally?Wagotholelaelegoredidyouever

sayyoucan'traiseyourkid

Ob:andforchristsakeI'veraisedhimfrombirthtill

now.Nowshefeelsgorehishusbandisbetterthan

mejustbecauseheworksatDebswana.Kanashe

literallysaidMadiabonneseamannye.Waitsenna

kebonadilo.

Ken:areyouserious?



Ob:yes

Ken:ahwagotholelajustignorethatfool.Let's

handletheLeleissue.

Ob:yahI'mnotgoingtogiveherthatsatisfaction

andI'mnotgoingtoallowhertodisrespectmejust

becausesheisgettingmarried.I'mnotgoingto

giveherthechildtomorrow.Whocallsat9abatla

ngwanakamosoitmeanshethinksronagarenadi

plan.TomorrowI'mgoingforDNAthenI'mtaking

thekidsoutatTantebaneforgamedrive.Weare

gonnasleepattheirchalets.Gagonakongwanake

ayangteng.

Ken:yoowagotaleladon'tlethergettoyou.

Brayakandropelahoobabe'scalliscomingthrough.

Thanksretlabua

Ob:okshap



Hehungupandputawaythephonethenlaidback

staringintodarknessforawhileuntilhefinally

driftedofftosleep

BLESSEDDAYKINDLYSHAREANDLIKE.

MORESHARESYOUWILLGETAWREKEND

BONUSTOMORROW
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Athome

MamaknockedsoftlyatmydoorandIshouted

comeinstillstaringintothedarkness.Shereached

forthedoorknobandopened.Thenshesteppedin

andpulledasinglesofa.Shetookouttheclothes

andthrewthemonmybedthensatdown.



Mom:LelentleI'mleavingtoGabstomorrow

Me:butDaddyjustarrived

Mom:yahakerehedecidedtogoandhavefamily

timewithLesediandhermotherwhileIcameto

him.

Me:butmamamaybeyoudidn'tcommunicatewell.

HehadtomeetLeseditherewasnothinghecould

dobecauseLesediishisdaughter

Mama:okhewillfindtimeandcomeformecosnna

I'mleavingtomorrow.BonnieandYarryarecoming

backfromtheirholidayinDurbansoIwillbewith

themtomorrow.Sowenagakeitsegoreaosalale

rragoorwhat.Itoldhimyourproblemslegorea

bonegoreogothusaJang.NnaI'mdone.Igave

youachancetocomewithmetoGabsbutyoustill



havealotofbaggagesosortyourselfandletme

know.

Me:Iwillremainwithpapa.

Mama:ok,ifeveryouarereadytogrowupanddo

somethinggoodforyourselfyouwillletmeknow.I

willbecomingforholidaysonthe24thDecember.

ThisChristmasatthevillageinTonota.Ntatesaid

hewilltakeBonnieandYarrytothecattlepost.I

don'tknowifyouarewillingtotagalong.

Me(Ishrugged)...

Mama:okyouwillletmeknow.Letmegoandtalk

toyourfather.Goodnight

Me:night



Hestrodeoutandpulledmybedroomdoorshut

beforewalkingintotheirroomwhereshefound

daddylyingthoughtfullyontheirbedfacingthe

ceiling.

Ipickedanawkwardattitudeonmymomwhenshe

talkedtomeandIdidn'tunderstand.Wasit

becauseofmyissueaboutnotknowingBella's

father.Ortherewasmoretoit.Whatkindofwife

leaveswhenherhusbandjustarrived.Therewere

twodaysleftbeforeherleaveends.Whythehurry?

Igotlostinaworldofthoughtsthatstolemypeace

anddelayedmysleep.

Intheirbedroom

Therewasanawkwardmomentastheylaidsideby

sideontheirbigkingbed.Mavisfinallyuttered.

Mavis:ImleavingtoGabstomorrow



Jacob:okay

Mavis:that'sallyoucansay?

Jacob:obatlakerengMaviskawampolelela

Mavis(sighed)Idon'tknowhowwegottothis,this

isnotlife.

Jacobignoredherandlookedtheotherdirection

closinghiseyesforcinghimselftosleep

Mavis:I'mtalkingtoyouandyoulookaway

Jacob:Ididn'tknowyouaretalking.Turningtoher

rubbinghiseyes)talkI'mlistening



Mavis:Leleisremainingherewithyoubecauseshe

hasnotsortedherissueswithherbabydaddyI'm

tiredofthedramasurroundingLele.I'vetriedto

supportherbutitseemsshecan'tchange.Sootla

Buanaemaybewenayoucanfindwaystohelpher.

Jacob:okaysoyouaregivinguponourdaughter.

Mavis:notreallyIneverreallygaveuponLelele

goneJaanaIwasreadytohelpheroutherlife

together.Kemotlogeditsetirooneatshwenngwa

kelekulalemochaisisakabo10pm.

Jacob:andnowyouwanttodumpherhereandgo

toGabsafteromotlogedisatiro.Maviswhat's

goingonwithyou?

Mavis:I'mnotdumpingherIwaswillingtotakeher

andthekidbutherissueiscomplicated



Jacob:okayIwilltalktohertomorrowsheismy

childIcan'tdumpheratherlowest.CanIsleepnow?

Mavis:aboutthehouse.Ididn'tcompletethedeal

butIwantedtodoitcosit'swiseforustohave

anotherhomeinGabssincenowI'mworkingthere.

It'snotagoodeconomicdecisionforustobestill

rentingatourageandtota...

Jacob:canIsleeppeacefullyIdon'tknowwhyyou

havetotellmeaboutsomethingyouhavealready

decided.

Mavis:butIhaven'tdecidedcosIhavetotopmy

savingswithaloantogetitsoakereyouknowthat

Ican'tfinalizealoanwithoutinvolvingyou.Ineed

yoursignature.Ineedtomeetwiththeseller

tomorrowifwedelayheisgonnagiveitawaybutit

wasabetterdealcozhewantedtogiveittomeat

800k



Jacob:okitsyourhouse,itsallaboutyou.Do

whateveryouwantMavis.I'verealizedIdon't

matteranymore.I'msurprisedyouaresayingyou

havesavingsbutlasttimeItoldyoutogiveme

moneytotopformybusinessyousaidthereis

nothing

Mavis:babeIcan'tbetakingallthemoneyto

businesselegoregompienokeyeeawa.ImeanI

alwaysborrowthebusinessmoneybutwhatdoI

gaininreturn.Ithinkit'swiseIbuyproperty

Jacob:okdowhatyouwantthanks.Goodnight.If

youaregoingtomakefurthernoiseIwillhaveto

movetothespareroom.

Mavis:ahJakesyouarenotbeingfaircan'twejust

discussthislikeadults

.



Jacob:angrily)I'mtiredMavisyouareonlytalkingto

mecosyouwantmysignaturefortheloan,

otherwiseyouhadeverythingfiguredout.Golelasa

gagosethakohere.YouareCEOatyourcompany

notinmyhome.Youmakealotoffinancial

decisionswithoutinvolvingme,why?Isitbecause

nowI'mfinanciallydownmycompanyis

experiencingchallenges.Gakemothojaanong

akere?Andeventhekidswabakgaoganya.Lele

becausesheisdownsheremainswiththefather.

WagagokeBonnieyooberekang.I'mobserving

you.YouknewgoreI'mcomingtoGabsohapaana

lennaotlakwanoolotletsentloyagago.WhoamI

toyouMav?

Mavis:noJakeskanathistripwedidnotdiscussit

welllewenafromyoursideyoudidn'tremindme

whenitwasnearer.Icameherehopingtosurprise

youonlytorealizelewenaoemeletse.Ithoughtit

wasnotnecessarycosLesediwasgonnacometo

FrancistownanywaybutI'msorrythough.Ifeelbad

thatyousleptatahotelwhileourhouseisthereat



Gabs

Jacob:don'tpretendjustsayyourhouse.Youare

payingitsrentwhichIdon'tevenknowhowmuchit

is.Don'tpretendtoincludeme.OntseoBuafagore

youarebuyingyourhouse.Youneedit.It'syours.

EverythingisaboutyouMavis.Youdon'tcareto

respectmeakere?

Mavis:notreallyJakes.Seebeejalotherra.

Jacob:butentsefelajalo.Imeanwhenyou

changedyourcardidyoutellme?

Mavis:mogongweeaboelesurpriseakeremylove.

Jacob:okgoaheadandbuyyourhouse.Iwill

remainherewithLele.ButyagokgaoganyaBana

youarewrong.RemindBonniethatheshouldcome



home.GopadileenggorebatsenyeLeleintheir

holidaytrip.MavisoIchekeonsuchthings.Youare

destroyingthisfamily.

Mavis:nowtheblameisallonmeasifwenayouare

Mr.Perfect.

Heclickedhistongueandfacedtheotherdirection.

Maviskeptquitethenshealsofacedtheother

directionandclosedhereyessleeping.

InmybedroomIworridlythoughtaboutthetension

betweenmyparentsitwasprobablyduetomy

failuresandconstantmistakes.Otsile'scallcame

throughandIpicked.

Otsile:babewareolalakwanokamosoakere?

Me:rollingmyeyes)noIcan'tmanage



Otsile:kanteKeletsoopaledisiwakeenggolalako

gonnacosngwanaokogorragwe.Areyou

cheatingonmeorwhat?

Me:BabeIcan'tjustgoandsleepoutwithoutaplan

bothmyparentsarehereandIcan'tjustsleepout.

MamawillbeleavingtomorrowIwillplantosee

youwhensheisgone.RightnowIhavenochoice

Otsile:yousoundlikeateenagerrightnowKeletso

mosadifelayookanangkawenaaboasantseare

mamathismamathat.Thisisnowboring.Imagine

thewholeweeknotseeingyouwhileyougivesilly

excuses

Me:(sighed)ahIdon'tknowwhattosaynow

.

Otsile:areyoucheatingmewithyourbabydaddyor

what



Me:IsaidI'mnotcheatingandIjusttoldyoumy

problem

Otsile:youbetterbeseriousaboutthisrelationship.

Ican'tspendthewholeweeksleepingaloneyetI

haveagirlfriend.Iwantyouheretomorrow,doyou

hearme?

Me:(reluctant)OKIwillseewhattodo.

Otsile:mxmwatenawaitseLeleokanyalwake

mangoratabongwanaJaanasis.Gatwemama

this..Imgoingtocutyourheadofffankafithelao

nkaketsaoabetsemongwekukueo

Me:ahOtsilennaI'mtiredofyouaccusingmeof

cheatingmaybeit'syouwhoischeating.



Otsile:nowhatdoyoumean?Okaysorrymybabe.

Goodnighttomorrowakere.Iloveyou

Me:nighttomorrowee

HehungupandIsighedclosingmyeyestryingto

sleep.ThiswastheworstrelationshipI'veeverbeen

in.Nospark,nothing.Theguywasboring.Imagine

abadkisserplusasmalldickthatsarecipefor

disaster.WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto.Isighed

asdifferentthoughtscontinuedtoinvademymind.

OntheothersideOtsilekepttryingdifferentgirls'

contactsinhisphone.Twocontactsdidn'tgo

throughthenthethirdonepicked.

Voice:Hi

Otsile:hellobabekeOats.TheonestayingatBlock

7.CanIcomeandpickyoubabegirl.



Voice:wholenightorwhat?

Otsile:yahIwouldpreferwholenight

Voice:ahyoushouldpaymewellOatscosgoBua

nnetennagakenkekekgotsofala.

Otsile:osekawampolayathatababehowmuchdo

youneed?

Voice:1k

Otsile:ahwapekanemmaIhave5clipa

Voice:ahOatsP500islittle.Wenarragao

nkgotsofatse.Esengwholenightatleastifit'sfive

clipawedoobootlaondropa.



Otsile:ahI'veimprovedthemma.Iwastakingsome

herbsyouaregoingtoenjoynow.Gatwetheherbs

willhelpmenottocumfastso.Atleastcomefor

thewholenightretlerediretwoorthreeroundsI

willmakeit6clipa

Voice:okaycomeandpickmeatblock1.

Otsile:coming.

Hesmiledandwokeupputtingonhissweatpants

andhoodie.Thenhetookhiscarkeysanddrove

out.

GOODNIGHTKINDLYLIKESHAREANDCOMMENT.

THANKSFORTHECONTINUEDSUPPORT
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ThefollowingdayObheldhischildren'shands

walkingoutofDiagnormfirmwheretheywere

assistedwithDNAtest.Theylaughedoutloud

askinghimseveralquestionsastheywalked

towardshiscar.

Ob:guyswearedrivingoutoftownforfun.LikeI

saidwearegoingtoseeallsortsofanimals

Katlo:(excitedly)papawewillseeelephantsand

lions.

Ob:Idon'tthinktheyhavelionsbabybutI'mpretty

suretheyhavezebras,giraffes,ostrichesand

antelopes

Bella:ohreally!dotheyhavetigersdaddyor

cheetahs?



Ob:I'mnotquitesurebutIdoubt.Beforewegowe

willasktheguidewhichanimalsshouldweexpect

.

Bella:okayIcan'twaitit'sgonnabefun

Katlo:yahsomuchfunpapa

Ob:guyswearepassingbythemalltogetyour

smallpizzasanddrink.

Bella:wowpapakanaIlikepizza,waitsetota

papa?(doyoureallyknowthatpapa)

Ob:hahaha!Iknowmygirl.

Bella:atleastyoukeepyourpromisedaddy.You

saidifIdon'tcrywhentheyprickmewiththatthing



youaregoingtobuyuspizza.KatloIrescuedyou.I

didn'tcrynowwearegoingtoeatpizza.

Katlo:hahaha!paparefusedthatIdoit,youwould

haveseenme,Iwouldn'tcrytooI'mabigboy.

Ob:hahahayouguyslet'sgo.

Heplacedtheminhiscarandstrappedtheirseats

belts.ThenhedrovetoNzanomalltogetthem

pizzaandsnacksforthetrips.Theyorderedthree

smallpizzasatdebonairsthenproceededtoSpar

wheretheyboughtjuicesandothersnacks.They

cameoutwithabigplasticbagloadedwithgoodies

andtheyhappilygotintotheircar.Hedroveout

enjoyingthemusicofAtomickittenwhichthe

childrennoisilysangalong.

HedroveoutoftownignoringJoyce'scall.Whenhe

realizedshewouldn'tstopcallinghesilencedhis

phoneandputitawaythenhefocusedontheroad.



Thechildrenwereexcitedlysinging.

Katlo:papsnexttimewegowithmybabybrother

andmama

Bella:andmamatoo.Itwillbefunwithallour

mothers.PapacanImakeKatlo'sbabybrothermy

brothertoo?

Ob(hesmilednotsurehowtotacklethisone)yes

babeyoucan.

Bella:wowthanksforthatpapa.Andyoushouldbuy

usasisteragain.Goandbuywithmamasothat

shecangivethebabynyanyalikeMmagweKatlo.

Ob:IwillhavetocheckifIhavemoneybabyit

requireslotsandlotsofmoney.



Bella:okaywhenIgrowupandhavemoneyIwill

buyababygirl.Ilikebabygirlspapa.

Ob:Hahaha!youBellayoutalktoomuch.

Theylaughedoutloudenjoyingtheirjourneyand

chatsuntiltheyarrivedatTantebaneranch.Itwas

quiteajoyfuldaddyandkidsmoment.

MeanwhileatOb'sgateJoycedialledObforthe

20thtimeandtherewasstillnoanswer.Shesighed

andturnedtoherfiancee.

Joyce:BabeObakengistryingmethistime.Eewa

ntekatota.Howcanhegowithmysonwhenhe

knowsverywellIsaidI'mgoingtopickthekid.

Fiancee:let'sjustgo.Leavehimmylove.Heis

tryingtogettoyoulikeyouaresaying.That'swhy



heisnotansweringthephoneknowingyouare

comingtopickthekid.Let'sgohewilltakethekid

tothetailorhimself.Aretsamayebabe!

Joyce:noIcan'tleavemyson.WherecanIreport

this.It'sagainstthelawtodenythemotherher

child.Babelet'sgoandreportthisatthepolice.

Obakengoiponamogomaswe.(Obakengistoo

proud,itannoys)

Fiancee:babecalmdown,relax,breatheinandout.

Obakengistryingtostealyourjoyheisbitteryou

aregettingmarriedandhefailedtomarryyou.Heis

goingtotrybyallmeanstodistractyou.Please

don'tlethimgettoyou.Let'sjustgo.Lateronwhen

youhavecooleddown,callhimandtellhimhe

inconviniencedyou.Thentellhimtotakethechild

tothetailor.Otherwiseasperyouragreementthat

youaregettingthechildendofnextweek.Iguess

youcansticktoit.LesaObakeng(justleave

Obakeng)



Joyce:ahBabeIthinkthat'saneasywayoutfor

Obakeng.Obakengwantwaelawaitse.AndIdon't

evenknowwhereheiswithmychild.Whatifhis

girlsabusesmyson.BathobatshwenyaBanaba

batho.Idon'tevenknowwhoObakengisdating.

Maybeit'sdifferentgirlsandthat'snotgoodformy

son.

Fiancee:hahahababelet'sgoplease.Youarestuck

withObakengforlifebecauseofKatlo.Ifyouare

goingtoactthiscrazyeverytimehepullsastunt

youwilldieofBP.Let'sgowehavealottodo.Time

isnotonourside.

Hestartedtheengine.Rolleduptheirwindowsand

droveawayasJoyceangrilyclickedhertongue

severaltimes.

AtAlex'shouse



LaterthateveningAlexwasbusyironinghis

uniformpreparingforhismorningshift.Hetriedto

liftuphisspiritwithhillsongworshipplayinginhis

hometheatersystembuthewasjustdown.His

phoneinterruptedhisthoughtsasKen'scallcame

through.

Alex:Kenzohowzt

Ken:Lex!talktomemybrawhathaveyoudone.

Alex:whatdoyoumean?

Ken:youknowwhatImean.Theleastyoucando

nowistobehonestwithme

Alex:Idon'tlikeparablesbrayakabestraighttothe

pointifyouhavesomethingtosay.



Hedisconnectedtheironthenwenttohislounge

andsatonhissofa.Hespokecalmlybutwitha

poundingheart.

Ken:whyareyounotpickingOb'scallsoreven

respondingtohissmses.Isthereanyparticular

reasonyouarenot?

Alexuhu!hesentyoutointerrogateme.Whyisit

yourbusinessthatI'mnotpickinghiscalls

Ken:it'smybusinessbecauseyouarebothmy

friends.Ithoughtreditsalagarehithelanesepe.(I

thoughtwearefriendswedon'thideanythingfor

eachother)Youjustsaidwearegoingtobeyour

groomsmenwhenyougetmarried.I'malso

countingonyouandObformywedding.Now

what'sgoingonAlex.ObsaidIshouldaskyou.

What'sallthetensionbetweenyou.Whathappened



nemonna?

Alex(sighed)I'msorryforsnappingatyoulaitaaka.

I'mnotmyselfhonestly.EishmonnaKenImessed

up

Ken:whathappened??

Alex:imnotcomfortablesharingitbutit'sbad,I

evencontemplatedsuicide

Ken:youbetrayedObsomehow?

Alex:didhesendyoutocollectinformationfrom

me.No,it'snotaboutObit'saboutme.Ibetrayed

myself.AboutObifhehassomethingtosaytome

wewilltalkfacetoface.Heknowsmyhouse.Idon't

oweyouanyexplanation



Ken:okthanksbrayaka.Idon'tunderstandthis

friendship.Ithoughtitisaboutsharingoutdeepest

concernsbutifnotgakeitsejaanong.

Alex:Iwasinthemiddleofsomething.Shapneh

Ken:shap

HehungupandAlexbreathedasighofrelief.He

wasunderpressurehenearlyspilledthebeans.He

wasgladsomethingremindedhimtoshutup.A

mancan'teasilyconfesstosuch,unlessit'sa

matteroflifeanddeathandunlesshewasputina

tightcorner.Otherwisehewasgoingtoshutup.

WhatifheconfessedandKenwaswithObandhe

puthimselfintroublefornothing.Hewasnotgoing

tosellhimselfeasily.Therewillhavetobring

concreteevidencetopinthemattertohim.

Hecouldnotallow'Kels'tomesshislifeevenmore.



Shehadalreadydoneenoughdamageby

pretendingtoflirtwithhimwhichturnedoffLesedi.

HefoundhimselfthinkingofLesedi.Hisultimate

goalwastogethisgirlback.Hecouldnotjustlose

easily.Nottosuchanuglyguy.Hestoodbythe

mirrorlookingathimself.Hewasprettysurehewas

ahandsomeman.HisfirststeptowinningLesedi

wasworkingonhimself.Lesedilikeddreamersand

topachievers.Whowashe?Hewasjustanurse

competingwithadoctor.

Hescratchedhisheadthoughtfully.Healreadyhad

aloan.Hethought.Butthentherewasan

opportunityattheirworkplacetoadvancetheir

careersandtheywantednurseswillingtopursuea

degreeinanursingspecialityoftheirpassion.The

onlyproblemwasthatifhetookthecoursehe

wouldbeonhalfsalaryandhewasabreadwinner

tohisfamily.Hedeeplythoughtaboutitandhe

stooduptakinganotebookfromhisbookshelf.He

wrotedownhisplans.Yes!hewasgoingtodoit.He

tookouthistabletandstartedresearching.He



openedGoogleandtypednursingspecialities.He

readaboutpyschitricnurses,dieticians,diabetic

nursesandsoon.Hereadandreadtakingnotes

determinedtomakeadecisionafterthis.Hewas

goingtowinhisgirlbackhekeptrepeatingthe

thoughtonhismind.Asmilecreptuponhisfaceas

hewentonscribblingdownhiscareeradvancement

plans.

***

Gooddaykindlylike,shareandcomment.Thankyou
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AtGaborone

DressedinbumshortsandatanktopLesedimoved



aroundthekitchenpickingingredientsin

preparationfordinner.Andilesteppedindressed

impeccablythenhewrappedhisarmaroundher

securinghertohim.

Andile:babengiyakuthanda.Youaresobeautiful

sthandwa

Lesedi:Naminginyakuthanda

Andile:wowyouareafastlearnerMmaKhumalo.I

likeitwhenyouspeakourlanguage.

Lesedi:(blushed)itmeansyouareagoodteacher

babe.

Andile:ohsweet!



Heplantedasoftkissonherlipswhichthenturned

intoaFrenchkiss.

Hestaggeredbackafterapassionatekiss

Lesedi:babeyouarealldressedareyougoing

somewhere?

Andile:notthatfar.Iwillbebackbeforeyoueven

finishcooking

Lesedi:ohKay.

Andile(sensingtheawkwardness)Dr.Gabrielis

attendingaworkshoponbehalfofourDepartment.

HescribbledsomenotestopresentthereImgoing

tocheckforhimandaddanythinghemayhaveleft

out.



Lesedi:okayheshouldhavecomehereheistheone

whoneedshelp.

Andile:Iknowbabe,Idon'ttrustmenaroundmyhot

sexywoman

Lesedi:youshouldtrustyourwomanthen.

Andile:Ofcoursesthandwa.

Plantingafirmkissonherlips.

Andile:babeletmegetgoing.

Lesedi:hopeyouwillarriverightwhendinneris

ready.IthoughtIwouldcookwithyou.Anyway

ngikuthandakakhulu



Andile:Namifuthisthandwa.

Hegrabbedhiskeysandsteppedoutdialing

someone.Lesediswitchedonthemusicchannel

andcookedwhileshesangalongherfavoritesongs.

InsidehiscarAndilespoketosomeoneinhisphone

Andile:butbabelikeIsaidsheisalsomywoman

andyouhavetorespectthat....ThereasonwhyI

saidyoushouldtakeallyourstafffrommyhouseis

thatforthiscomingtwoweeksIwon'tbeseeing

youanddon'twanthertosuspectanything...Hope

youwillcooperateonthisonemylove....Iwillkeep

sneakingaroundtoseeyou...soitwillbeavery

shortsession..GetreadyI'mdrivingtoyourhouse

now...YesIbookedanhourataguesthouse..Good

girl.Ilikeitwhenyoucomplylikethat..Loveyou

sexyBae.

Hehungupanddroveout.Hepickedthegirlfrom

hishouseandtheylefttotheguesthouse.



Attheguesthouseafterpayingforthesessionat

thereceptionheheldherhandandtheywalkedto

theroomtheywereallocatedaccompaniedbythe

receptionist.Sheshowedthemtheroomand

steppedoutpullingthedoorshut.Thegirlsaton

thebedasAndileremovedhisclothesremaining

onlywithhisbriefs.Hepulledthehangersonthe

closetandnicelyplacedthem.Hethenpoppedhis

eyeslookingatthegirlwhowasstillfullydressed.

Andile:Amewhat'sgoingonnow.Timeisnotonour

sidepleasetakeoffyourclothes.

Ame:wehavetotalkfirst.

Andile:aboutwhatbecausethereasonwhyIcalled

youbeforewecameherewastoexplaineverything.

Ithoughtwearedonewiththetalking



Ame:Idon'tthinkIwillmanagetoshareyouwith

someone.Twoweeksknowingthatyouaredoingto

someonewhatyoualwaysdotomeisnotajoke.I

don'tthinkIwillmanage.

Andile:what?AreyoulosingfocusnowAme,did

youjustforgetyouhavetopayupforyoursister's

operation.Areyougoingtoletherdiebecauseof

yourselfishness.Younolongerneedthemoney

noworwhat?

Ame:butbabeimsadthatyouwillbestayingwitha

womanwhileIsleepalone.Andbabewhat'sin

thereforme?Whatarewe?

Nnamydreamistogetmarriedandhavekids.I'm

familyoriented.IthoughtIwillmanagebeingthe

otherlady.ButI'msadIdon'tthinkIcan.

Hepulledhercloserandkissedherpassionately

removinghertop.Heputhisfingeronherlips



Andile:ssshhhh!babeyoutalktoomuchIloveyou.

Justwait2weeksonly.Babethisisthemonthim

takingyoursisterforthesurgerydon'tlosefocus.

Thetaximanyouweredatingwillnothelpyou.

Focusbabe!focus.AndhonestlyspeakingIlove

youAme.Youareanaturalwoman.Shorthairbut

beautiful.IlovedyoutheveryfirsttimeIlaidmy

eyesonyou.AndyesI'mgoingtomarryyou.

RememberI'maZuluandwecantakemorethan

onewife.I'mgoingtomarryyoubothandbuild

housesforyouwhereeveryoulike.Ngiyakuthanda

sethandwaSami.Ngikuthandakakhulu.

Uyangiqonda?

Ame:(poppinghereyes)polygamy?Ahpolygamy

babe.AhIcan'tshareyouAndi.Iwantyoutobe

mineonly

Andile:hahaha!babepleasestopstressinglet's

havefun.



Hestartedcaressingherbodyandfrenchkissing

herasherwholebodyelectrified.Theyrolledonthe

bedexploringeachotheruntilhesavored.

MeanwhileatAndile'shouseLesedisetthetable

andplacedherdishespresentablyinthecentre.

Shethenlittworedcandlesandsmiledadmiring

thelook.ShetookheriPhoneandsnappedafew

shots.Thensherushedtothebathroomforaquick

shower.Sheshoweredstillsinging.

Minuteslatershesteppedoutandwrappedawhite

towelaroundherself.Shewipedherbodythen

appliedherlotion.Fromtheclosetshegrabbeda

shortredlaceydressandworeitwithoutunderwear.

Itfittedherhourglassbodyperfectly.Bythechestit

hadabitoftransparentlaceanditrevealedparts

ofherbreastsabit.Shesprayedherperfumeand

shebrushedherstyleddreads.Sheapplieda

vanishingcreamtohersmoothroundfaceandabit



ofnudelipstick.Shesmiledadmiringherreflecton

onthemirror.Thensheexcitedlydancedabit

shakingherhips.Justexactlywhatsheplannedto

doinfrontofherman.Shewentbacktothedining

roomandcheckedherfood.Okayshewillwarm

themwhenhermanarrives.Shechangedthemusic

toslowromanticJams.Andthenshetypedansms

waitingforhim.

'BABEfoodisready'

Shethenopenedawatsappstatusandpostedthe

photosofthedinnersetupandherdishesand

captionedthem

'DinnerwithmyDr.Baewishthisholidayscould

lastforever'

Shekeptcheckingherphoneforthenext20

minutes.Itwastwohoursand30minutesago



sinceheleftbuthewasnotyetthere.Hermood

droppedabitbutshekeptonwaiting.

BLESSEDDAY,KINDLYLIKESHAREAND

COMMENT.HOPETHEBITOFZULUWON'TNEED

TRANSLATING,GUYSSOMETIMESIT'SFUNTO

LEARNAFOREIGNLANGUAGE

PLEASESHAREINSERTS,OURNEXTINSERT

TOMORROWWILLBEBASEDONYOURSHARES.

THANKYOU.
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Shekeptcheckingherphoneforthenext20

minutes.Itsbeentwohours30minutessincehe

leftbuthewasnotyetthere.Hermooddroppeda

bitbutshekeptonwaiting.



Minuteslater,shedisapointelypulledafleeceover

herbody,layingonthecouch.Shethenwent

throughwatsappmessageswhichwereresponses

toherstatus.Amongstthemessagesshereceived

were

Ale:mmmI'mjealousalready!tothinkmyBaeis

milesaway.Enjoymygirl

Kutlo:girlyoumadeitinlifedinnerwithDrbae

Kate:Andthoselookdelicious.Cookingisyourthing

mygirl

Joe:DrBaeshouldproposeyoutonightorelseI'm

comingforyou.Thatlookslikeafoodmagazine

Shesighedfrustratedandrespondedeachofthem



withablushandheartemoji.

MinuteslaterAndile'sknockstartledher.Shestood

andopenedforhimwithadisappointedlook.Ashe

steppedinhefussilypickedher,kissedher

foreheadandplacedheronthecouchgettingon

topofher.

Lesedi:babewait,pleasewait.Babeyouleftme3

hoursagopreparingdinnerandyouexpectmeto

behappilyallover.(angrily)Whatisitthatisso

specialaboutthisGabrielguythatcouldn'tallow

metohavequalitytimewithmyman.3hours,3

hoursbabe!areyoubeingfair?Icooked...

Andile(plantingafirmkissonherlips)I'msorry

sthandwa.Sorrymylove.Youarerightthisisnot

rightatall.Itooklongerthanpromised.(smiling

lookingatthesettable)anditseemslikenice

thingsarewaitingforme.Thisisbeautifulbabeand

you,youarethemostbeautifulgirlI'veeverseen.I



willhavetobringDrGabbheresothatyouscold

him.Hecouldn'treleasemecoshewasfailingto

justcompileasimplepowerpointpresentation.

(Touchingherlips)I'msorrybabeIwillmakeitup

toyou

Heplacedheronhislapfacinghimasasmile

brightenedherfaceandtheykissedpassionately.

Minuteslatertheysatbythetable.Lesediwarmed

thefoodandtheyateastheyhappilyteasedeach

othertryingtospeakeachother'slanguage.Later

onhecarriedhertothebedroomwhereheteared

herlittledressapartanddevouredhermorelikea

hungryanimal.

Afteraheatedmomentofsexsheplacedherhead

onhischestastheylaidnakedontopofthe

blankets.

Lesedi:babeItoldmymomIwillbestayinghere

onlyforaweek.Ifeltbadaboutthetwoweeksso



I'mthinkingofleavingonSunday.Iwillcomeback

earlierandspendtimewithyoubeforegoingback

toUK.

Andile:what!!Nobabeyoucan'tdothattomeno!

YouaregoingtospendChristmasandnewyear

withyourfamily.Whyrushthere?Thereisnoneed.

Ihaveplansbabeyoucan'tgoonSunday

Lesedi:butIfeelbadAndimommywasnotpleased

withthisarrangementofleavingmeherewithyou.

CanIpleasegoAndiandbewiththem.Iwillcome

backimmediatelyafternewyearonthe2ndandbe

withyouuntilthe6thwhenIleave

Andile:(withaSternlook)Nosthandwayouareonly

goinghomeonthe23rdDecember.Youwillspend

Christmasthereandnewyear.Otherwisenextweek

I'mflyingwithyoutoKasane.OrshouldIgeta

smallhousesinceyoubabewantstojumpto

everythingyourmomsays.Sediyouarenotalittle



girlAnymore

Lesedi:(sadly)babehowcanyousaythatIwould

dieifyougetasmallhouse.OkayIwillgowithyou

babe.

Andile(withasmile)that'smygirl.BabeIalsohavea

motherbutI'mnotrushingthere.Sheis

complainingtoo.Mothersarealwayslikethatthey

aretoopossessiveofus.Theywantusnearthem

allthetime

Lesedi:okIunderstandmylove

Andile:youknowwhatIwillgiveyoufor

understanding.(reachedforhiswalletbytheside

tableandpulledoutanFNBcard)

Thiscardhasaround8kinit.Goonashopping

spree.I'mgoingtofinalizemyleaveissues

tomorrowandFriday.Iwillbespendingtimeat



work.Don'tbebored.Justhavefun.Buywhatever

youwantevenforyoursiblings.Peoplelikelooking

goodonChristmas,spoilthem.I'vehiredforyoua

smallMazdaDemiowhichyouwillrunaroundwith.

Lesedi:wowbabeareyouserious?Didyoujustsay

8k.OhmyGodbabeebileIdidn'tbuyenoughthings

formybrothersbecauseIdidn'thaveenoughwhen

IleftandIhavetobuysomethingformyuncleI

hearheisoutofprison.

Andile:buyasmuchasyoucanmylove.

(Kissinghislips(

Lesesi:babeIloveyouokay.(Winked)arewegoing

forasecondroundright?

Andile:babelet'srestfirstGabriel'sthingskindof

exhaustedmymind



Lesedi:okIloveyouneh.Keagoratamothowame

Andile(funnyaccent)lennakeagoratababe

Shelaughedoutloudandtheycontinuedchatting

untilfallingasleepineachother'shands.

Atmyhouse

Thehousewastooquitewithmeanddaddyonly.I

satonacornersinglesofareadinganovelas

daddywasbusysortinghisbusinessinvoices.He

rememberedsomethinganduttered.

Jscob:ohLelepleasegetformeawhiteandred

plasticbagbythecouchinourroom



Irushedtotheroomtogetitandbroughttohim.He

tooktheplasticbackandtookout3tshirts.The

biggestonewasblackandwrittenLondoncity.The

otheronewaspurpleandthesmallonewassky

blue.

Daddy:theseareTshirtsforyou,BonnieandYarry.

TheyaregiftsfromLesedi.Iforgottogivethemto

youbecausemymindwasoccupiedwithalotof

things.

Itookthet-shirtonebyonelookingatthem.

Me:wowdaddytheyareveryniceandthematerial

isqualitygaselelekgagogangmotlhofo(itdoesn't

teareasily)ThatwassothoughtfulofLesedi.Papa

LesediisanicepersonI'mreallyproudofher.She

wasnotobligedtobuyforusbutshedid.

Daddy:sheisanicegirl.shealsoboughtmeagolf



tshirtandapairofhappysocks.

Me:wowI'mimpressed(admiringmine)shee!and

thisistherightsize,andhowdidsheknowIlike

purple.Lesedibathong!Ilovehershem.

Daddyabsentmindedlyscrolledthroughhisphone

asIspokeaboutLesediandexcitedlyadmiredthe

Tshirts.Afterawhileheblurtedout.

Daddy:Lelepleasetellmewhatareyourdreamsin

life?

Ihesitatedforawhilestaringathisseriousface.

Yeshelookedtooserious

Me:Iwanttoownabeautyspa.WherebyIwillbe

doingpeoplemanicuresandpedicures,nailart,

massages,makeupetc.ThisismypassiondaddyI



wasfoolishtochasesomebodyelse'spassion.No

matterhowmuchIwastaughthowtohandlea

needleandthreadIalwayspanickedwhenIdidit.I

wasneverconfidentenoughtodoit.Gorokagase

dilotsamepapa.(sewingisnotmypassiondaddy)

It'sjustaskillIlearntandit'snothelpingme

anyhowcosI'mnotperfectinit.

Daddy:okayyouneedtopursueyourpassion.Go

andsitdownandwriteaproposaltomeonwhat

kindofassistanceyouneedtopursueyourpassion.

Ifit'sindeedyourpassion,youwillcomeupwiththe

bestpaper.Iwilltakeitfromthere.

Me:thankspapa,Iwillbeonit.

Ispokewithexcitementdrippingfrommywords

Daddy:fornowletmesaygoodnightotherthingswe

willdiscusstomorrow.Imkindofmentally



exhaustedunlessthereisanythingpressingyou

wantustodiscuss.

Me:nodaddygoandrest.Likeyousaidwewilltalk

tomorrow.Ohonelastthing.MayIhaveLesedi's

numberIwanttothankherfortheTshirts.

Hescrolledthroughhisphoneandgaveme

Lesedi'slocalnumber.Thenhestrodeacrossthe

housetohisbedroomasIremainedaloneonthe

lounge.InthesilentloungewiththeTVoffandmy

phoneonthechargerIlostmyselftotheworldof

thoughts.

HAVEABLESSEDANDPRODUCTIVEDAYDON'T

FORGETTOLIKECOMMENTANDSHARE
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AtLucia'shouse

MonkgogisatonacratewashinghisshoesasRea

kickedaballaloneinfrontoftheVeranda.Lucia

cleanedthehousehummingtoachurchsong

IrritatedbyRearunningaroundwiththeball

Monkgogiutteredwithahoarsevoice.

Monkgogi:heelamshianyanakewenagaonatiroo

ntsheladitholeJaana.(heyboydon'tyouhave

anythingtodo)odirwakegorekelwaditekitse

dintlentlejaanaosenamosola.Gatweene

ngwanyanayokewakae.Bobabolokibaselasela

tlhemxm.(youdosobecausetheybuyyounice

sneakerswhileyoulazyaround.Wheredidtheyget

youfrom?)

Luciaoverheardhimspeakingbadthingsabouthis



sonthenshesteppedoutholdingherwaist.

Lucia:Monkgogiyouarenotgoingtocomehereand

troublemysonaftersomanyyearslivinghere

peacefully.Don'teventryme

Monkgogi:mypointiswheredoyougetthisthing,

kemokaegonemo?(whattribeishe?)golomoga

lonahagotshwaneBabolokikatlhogoedicorner.

Ebilegagonamaitseo.(Thisboydoesn'tlooklike

Babolokiandhehasbadmanners)

Lucia:oaitsewenaMaitseowena?Mxmtswamo

ngwanengMonkgogi.(doyouknowgoodmanners

yourself,leavethechildalone,Minkgogi)Hetoldme

everythingabouthowyouvebeensayingbad

thingsabouthim.Faosabatlegomponapeloke

tshelalesangwanakentate(ifyoudon'twantto

messwithmeleavemychildalone)



Monkgogi:ohsisgatwengwanake!Salaojolale

mokhanselaraomakgakgannake.Lehudugele

mepakwanayagagoleyekwagamokhanselara.

(sinceyoustarteddatingtheCounciloryourarefull

ofyourself.Takeyourkidsandgotothe

councillor'shouse)Mymothersaidthisismyhome

becauseyouaregoingtogetmarried.Don'teventry

withmecozIforgaveyouforburningmyHouse.

Thisoneismine

Hesplashedthewaterwhichhewaswashing

shoeswiththedirectionwhereReawasangrily

standingstaringathim.Anditwethissneakersand

trousers

Rea:malomelentshelametsiwhathaveIdoneto

you(uncleyouaresplashingwaterinme)

Monkgogi:I'mnotyouruncleIdon'tevenknow

whereyoucomefromdon'tcallmethat.Wena

LuciaonedayisonedayIwillbethrowingaway



yourbelongingsout.Ihavechildrenouttherethey

shouldalsocomeandenjoymymother'sbenefits.

Luciaclappedherhandsslowingshakingherhead

indisbeliefstaringathim.

Lucia:MonkgogiIfeedyoueveryday,Idressedyou

startingwithunderwearwhenyoucameoutof

prison.Nowyouhavetheaudacitytoinsultme.

Whoareyou?

Monkgogi:I'mnotinsultingyouI'mtellingyouthe

truththeproblemisthatwhenyouaretoldthetruth

yousayit'sinsult

Lucia:whattruthothapelelwamogonna.Khadie

Belamogowenawanthoga

Monkgogi:I'myourelderbrotherLucydon'tinsult



me.Ihavemorepowerhereandauthority.Ican

chaseyouawayandrentyourroomtosomeone.

WhereisyourEnglishkid?Yousaidyouaregoing

totakeher.Gorilengoganne.Maybeshecan't

sleephereinthissmallthing.Oagonyatsaakere?

YourfamousSedi.NowsheisaDrshecan'tsettle

forless.

Lucia:mxmletmegobacktomywork.Icantwaste

timewithuselesspeoplelikeyou.Youarewashing

yourshoeswithmysoapthenyouinsultme

Sheclickedhertongueandturnedaroundgoing

backintothehouse.

Monkgosi:(shouting)cleanitwhileyourcan.Your

daysinthishousearenumbered.I'mgoingtofillit

upwithmychildren.Youmadeyourselfaheroine

collectingpoorkidsclaimingtobeyourswhileyou

wanttoputtheminmyhouse.MxmLucyomeleko

youevensacrificedyourownchildforthisfoolish



boy.YoukilledKgosiandsavedthis(pointingtoRea)

orishetheonewhosaidyoushouldsacrificeyour

ownkid,kerayathecouncilor.Honestlytheseguys

areevilcrooksandIdonttrustthem.

Luciafeltanintenseangerburningandrisingup

fromthepitofherstomach.Hewastooangryhe

couldstrangleMonkgogialive.Howdarehe

disrespectthememoryofhislateson.Heangrily

snappedathimspittingfire.Monkgogireluctantly

laugheditoffandstoodwalkingawaytohanghis

shoesontheline.

Rea'seyeswereredwithtearsslowlydropping

downashisangerwasalsoenoughtoexplode.He

threwtheballawayandtearfullywalkedintothe

housejoininghismotherwhosatonthesofacrying

softly.Afterhanginghisshoesheloudlysangthe

songstheynormallysangatthedepotwalkingout.

Reawipedhistearsandgavehismotheratight

handsqueezeastheybothcried.Monkgogi'swords



justrubbed-opentheiroldwounds.

**

TwodayslaterObakengwalkedoutofDiagnofirm

withapoundingheartholdingabrownenvelope.He

steppedintohiscarandplacedtheenvelopeonthe

passengersseat.Hethensigheddialinghis

neighbor.

Neighbor:hello

Ob:MmagweSasaIhopeyoudon'tmindbaby

sittingformethewholeoftoday.Iwillbringyou

pizzayalargeletwolitres.I'mkindofgoingthrough

somethingIwillgetthemintheevening.

MmagweSasa:ahnoproblemyoucanalwayscount

onmetoassist.ButbuyP50meatinsteadofpizza.



Seshaboisaproblem.BoSasayoucanjustbuy

themnicknaxleyonetwolitres.

Ob:okayIwillactlikeafather.Thanksalotfor

rescuingme.YoudeserveanawardandIoweyou.

MmagweSasa(withablush)haha!butimjust

helping.GapebantshabodutuboBella,brilliantand

wellbehavedkids.Ireallylovekids.

Ob:smiling)Iloveyourcalmspirit.RragweBoSasa

reallyplayedwithagoodwoman.

MmagweSasa:oBuakadikopawena.NnaRragwe

KatloI'mjustokaywithmykidskoorebannaba

ntatile.I'mcurrentlyraisingmykidspeacefullyebile

fornowI'mnotgoingtoentertainanymanlyingto

me.



Ob:hahahayouwillevenblockgoodmen.It'snot

likemenarethesame.Thesameappliestowomen.

Somearetroublebutothersarecoollikeyou.Ok

whentheyarehungrygoandcookatthehouse.

That'sthereasonIleftyoumykeys.BanabaSeka

bolawaketlala.Hopethesnackswillbeenoughfor

thewholeday.Thereareapplesandpearsatthe

fridge

MmagweSasa:hahaharragweKatlo,youbroughta

fullplasticofgoodies.Theyhaven'tevenstarted

eatinganythingfromthemcosIfilledtheirlittle

stomachwithsoftporridge.Theyarefulland

playing.

Ob:ReallyboBellabajamotogo?Kanatheyalways

giviemeproblemswhenIfeedthemsoftporridge.

Totabaoganaebilekenekeithobogile(theyhate

softporridgeIevengaveuponfeedingthemsoft

porridge)



MmagweSasa:hahaha!yougivethemalotofnice

thingsbeforefeedingthemakere.Ebobagana

motogo.Mmerrayouareagoodfatherwaitse.

Therearefewmenlikeyou.ActuallyIneverknew

theyaregoodfatherslikeyou.

Ob:wowthat'sanicecompliment.Thankyou.Shap

mmagweBana,later.

MmagweSasa:osekawayagoipolayatherra.Bo

nnanabagothokayousounddown.(don'tgoand

killyourselfthekidsneedyou)

Ob:haha!Iwon'ttheyareactuallytheonlyright

thinginmylifenow.Thanx.Shapdear.

MmagweSasa:byeshap

Hehungupandplacedhisheadonthesteering



wheelandsighedthoughtfully.Minuteslaterhe

gatheredthestrengthtofinallyopentheenvelope...

BLESSEDDAYPLEASELIKECOMMENTAND

SHARE
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Hequicklyranhiseyesthroughthewhole

documentandwentdowntothefinalRESULTS.He

read:

'Theallegedfatherisexcludedasthebiological

fatherofthetestedchild.Basedontestingresults

obtainedfromtheanalyzesoftheDNAthe

probabilityofhimnotbeingthefatheris99.99999%'

Hiseyespoppedstaringatthepaperandtears



blurredhisvisionashereadthedocumentoverand

overagain.Hethrewtheenvelopeawayand

punchedthesteeringwheel.Ithonkedunexpectedly

startlingpeoplewhowerechattinginfrontofhis

car.Theyworriedllylookedathimashisheadfell

onthesteeringwheelwhiletearsuncontrollably

floodinghistears.

Woman1:Wamoitsenemma?

Womab2:noIdon'tknowhim.Ithinkheaccidentally

honked.

Woman1:helookslikeheiscrying.IsheOkayne

mma,whatifheissickandheisalone.Kana

gongweotswamoprivateclinice

Woman2:yahmaybelet'sjustcheckifheisokay,

it'sunlikelyforamantojustcrylikethat.



Theywalkedcloserasnowtearswereloosely

runningdownOb'scheeksasheleanedonhiscar

seat.Realizingthetwowomenwereapproaching

himhewipedhistearsembarrassed.Heblinked

andwipedagain.Thenhefacedthemwithafake

smile.

Woman1:sorryforintruding.Wewerewonderingif

youareokay.Kanafagongwegawatsoga.

Ob:(tryingtosmilewithredeyes)ohyahI'msorry

aboutthehooterIrealizedIstartledyou.

(Blinking)ButI'mokayI'mprtteyfine

Woman2:youdon'tlookokaytome.It'slikeyouare

deeplyhurt.Osiamenerra?

Ob:Iwillbefinedon'tworry



Woman1:okaysurethanks.Whateveryouaregoing

throughyouwillgetoveritdon'tworry.Bye

Woman2:yahtrueyouwill.Iwasonceinyourstate.

Mootshololangdikeledibathobagolebileosena

sepe.ButhereIamI'mfine.It'sokaytocry.Kana

koorebannalethabiwakedithonggoLela.(the

problemisyoumenareshytocry.)Justgoand

lockyourselfinyourroomandcrythispainout.You

willbefine.

Ob(blinkingastearsgatheredandsmilingthrough

them.)thanksalot.

Thewomenwalkedawayandhedroppedthechair

downlaidbackandcriedlikeababy.Minuteslater

hedroveawaynotsurewherehewasgoing.

AtGaborone



LesedipackedhisclothesandAndile'sontheirbig

travellingbagsasAndilelaidonthebedchatting

withAme.

Andile:whenshegoesbacktoUKwewillhaveour

owntripbabe,don'tbesad.

Ame: sharingyouishardbabe.

Andile:Iloveyoudon'tbesad.Wearegoingtohave

ourbestmoments.Thisisjustforaweek.Imight

evendumpherbecauseI'mnotsureIwillmanage

distance.

Ame:ok

Andile:ahbabedon'tbelikethat..I you



Ame:loveyoutootakecare.

HewasstartledbyLesediwalkingoverafter

finishingthepacking.Hequicklyclosedhis

watsappandswitchedtoFacebookandjust

scrolleddown.

Lesedi:babeI'mdonewhatareyouconcentrating

on.Ah!Facebookbabeit'stimeup.Youforgotwe

havetobeattheairportanhourbefore.

Hefakedhissmilewithapoundingheart

Andile:yahbabyyouarerightletmecallthecabto

dropusoff.

Lesedi:okayIcan'twaitBotswanakanaomontle.



Andile:verybeautifulbabewearegoingtohaveso

muchfun.

HisphonerangwithacallerIDMomandhejust

lookedatit.

Lesedi:babeareyounotgoingtotakethecall?

Andile:ahbabemomisgoingtodelayusthisold

womantalksalot.

Thecallendedandfewsecondslatwranothercall

camethrough

Lesedi:babetakeit.Itmightbesomethingimportant

Andile:ahmamaissodramaticSediyoudon'tknow

her



Helookedatthephonecallendingbutthecaller

seemedtoopersistentandLesediwasnothelping

asshecontinuedtoemphasizethatAndileshould

takethecall.Hefinallygaveupandpicked

MmaAndi:Andingifunaubuyeekhayangokushesha

okukhulu.(AndiIwantyoutocomehomeassoon

aspossible)

Andi:chamamangicela(nomamaplease)

MmaAndi:Sikudingalapha.Njengenganeyase

bukhosini,lesiyesikhathisokhuqeqeshwa

nokujwayelaunkosikaziwakhoukubaAbe.(we

wantyouhereasaroyalchild.Thisisthetimefor

trainingandtogetusedtoyourwifetobe)

Andi:momletmerushsomewherengizobuya

ukukushayela.(Iwillcallyou)



Hesighedandhangupbeforehismother

responded.

Andi:babelet'sgo

Sedi:youaresotenseanditseemsyouhangupon

yourmomareyouokay?

Andi:I'mfinelove,mamawantsmehomelikeIsaid.

Let'sjustgoshewillspoilourmood.Iheardthecab

honkingoutsidelet'sgo.

Lesedi:ok.

LeseditookherhandbagasaAndilepulledtwoof

theirluggagebagstothecab.Lesedilockedthe

doorandtheyleft.Justwhentheysteppedintothe

car,Lesedi'sphoneranganditwashermother.Her



heartskippedbutshepicked.

Lucia:babegirlwecan'twaittoseeyoutomorrow.

Moabiwantsyoutobringhimsomethingfromhis

daughterthatside.

Lesedi:...

Lucia:Lesediareyouthere?

Lesedi:I'mnotcomingmama

Lucia:what!!
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Lucia:what?

Lesedi:Ididn'tfinishwhatIamdoingheremamaI'm

comingnextweek.It'sjust6daysleftIwillbethere.

Lucia(sigheddisappointed)okaysoyouaregoing

tocometwodaysbeforechristmas

Lesedi:eemma

Lucia:andgobackwhen?



Lesedi:maybetwoorthreedaysafternewyear

Lucia:that'ssodisappointingdaughteryouareonly

goingtogiveus1weekfromyourfourweeks

holiday

Q

Lesedi(sighed)I'msorrymama

Lucia:Sedithisissounlikeyouwhyisitlike

someoneispressuringyou.Iseverythingokay?

Lesedi:everythingisfinemamanooneis

pressuringme.I'mjustsorryI'mlearningafew

thingsthissidethatmaybeimportantinmycareer

Lucia:okallthebestngwanake.I'mdisappointed

butthereisnothingIcando.Seeyouwhenyou

come.I'mprobablytoopossessiveofyou.Iwilltry

togiveyouyourownspacesinceonedayyouwill

besomeone'swife.Iloveyoudaughter.



Lesedi:Iloveyoumama.Thanksforunderstanding

AshermotherutteredthewordsLesedifeltasting

oftearsinhereyes.Itdidn'tfeelright.Shefeltlikea

realdisappointmenttohermother.Shehadneverin

herlifedisobeyedher.Butatthatmomentwhen

shesaidshewon'tbecomingshefeltit.Itwaslike

disobediencetotheonlywomenthathasstoodby

herforalifetime.Actuallythewomanthatmadeher

whoshewas.Butwhatcouldshedo.Sheloved

Andileandshedidn'twanttodisappointhimeither.

Theirrelationshipwasjusttakingoffandshedidn't

wanttomessitup.Herheartcrackedremembering

thesadtoneofhermotherwhenshesaid:'allthe

bestngwanaka'therewassomuchsadness

drippinginthosewords.Andiletickledherandshe

slippedherphoneonthepocket.

Andi:weshouldn'thavetakenourmother'scalls.

Theyusuallyhaveawayofmessingupourmood.



Lookatyoubabyyouaresadjustcosofamere

phonecall.Come,comeherebaby

Hedrewhercloserandkissedherpassionately.

Thecabdriverstoleaglanceatthemthroughthe

mirrorandhelockedhislips.

AtAlex'shouse

ThateveningwhenheknockedoffAlexcamewitha

bottleofwine.Hewantedtouplifthismoodcoshe

hadbeendownforawhile.Hecleaneduphishouse

andpreparedhisfamousstirfry.Hetookawine

glassandhiswineandplacedthembytheisland.

ThenHesatonthekitchenislandeatinghisstirfry.

Suddenlyhisphoneranganditwashisfather.Now

itwastime.Hethought.Hehadtobreakthenews

tohimthattherewasnoweddinganymore.Itwas

sadbuthehadtofacerealitynow.Lesediwasgone



buthewasgoingtoworkhardonhimself,maybe

justmaybeonedayGodwillbringherbacktohim.

Hesighed,sippedwinethenpicked.

Alex:Ntate

RraNt:Bafanakegoreobatlagorekerengo

mphuthisitsebathokalepotapotamalobaorewa

nyalajaanongoitidimaditse(whatdoyouwantme

todo,yourushedmedemandingthatIgather

peopleandtellthemyouwanttomarry,nowyou

aresilent).

Alex:papaI'mgoingtotellyouthetruthtoday.

RraNt:pleasedo,cosI'vewaitedforyouforsolong

bafana.Onthobogisakabathobamponamaakake

bareilekarerealeromakabonakokabona.(you

aremakingpeoplenottotrustmeItoldthemwe

willbesendingthemassoonaspossible)



Hescratchedhisheadthenheuttered:

Alex:papatheweddingisoff.Thegirlcameandshe

refusedtheproposal(sighed)Ithinkshehasbeen

cheatingmeallalongbutshewasnothonest.So

shecouldn'teventalktomeshewasbusywiththe

otherguywhoisalsoaDr.I'vegivenuppapa.

RraNt:thisisexactlywhatIsaidBafanaaskingyou

thatareyousurethisgirlisgoingtoacceptthis

marriageproposalandyousaidyes.Iwasavoiding

somethinglikethis.Youcan'ttrustagirlwhostays

milesawayjustbecauseyouweredatingata

youngage.OretsenyamathoabathoBafana.Ebile

itwouldbebetterifitwasonlymeandyourmother

whoknow.ButnnaontirisitsediphosoBafana.I've

calledalotofrelativestellingthemaboutyour

morerokaoneoreobatladilotsabonako.Asfor

yourmothersheisworse.Shetoldthewhole

neighborhood.Sheisgoingtodiefromaheart



attackwhenshehearsthis

Alex(sighedthensippedwineagain)Iunderstand

papathat'swhyI'vebeendelayingtotellyouthisit

ispainfulonmealso.Justtelltherestofthepeople

thatwedecidedtowaitfirstaboutmarriagewewill

consideritnexttime.

RraNt:nevertakethingslightlylikethisBafana

beforeyouannounceanythingtopeoplemakesure

youareverysureaboutit.

Iwillseewhattodotocleanyourmessotsilego

ntuelamonna.YourmomtalksalotIwilljusttell

herthesamethingItellotherpeopletoavoid

worryingheralot

Alex:youaremylifesaverketlabaakanyasengwe

monthend

RraNt:basadibabarutegilengbadingalongwanaka



takeagirlthatisbelowyourlevel.

Alex:hahahaitwilldependonwhoIfinddaddy.Now

I'monabreak.

RraNt:yahmonnagaawewaSekamayouwillbe

finemyboy

Alex:I'msureIwill.

RraNt:gosiamenfanaWakammekechekegore

bashianyanababathathetsedipodi(OKletme

checkifboystookthegoatstothekraal)

Alex:eerragosiame.

Hebreathedasighofreliefandliftedtheglassof

wineemptyingitallinhismouth.



Hekeptdrinkingthewineuptofiveglassesandhe

feltabittipsy.Thentherewasaknockathisdoor.

Hewonderedwhoitcouldhavebeenbuthestood

andopened.HelockedeyeswithObandKenand

hisheartpoundedashefrozestaringatthem.
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Hekeptdrinkingthewineuptofiveglassesandhe

feltabittipsy.Thentherewasaknockathisdoor.

Hewonderedwhoitcouldhavebeenbuthestood

andopened.HelockedeyeswithObandKenand

hisheartpoundedashefrozestaringatthem.

Ob:areyounotgoingtoallowusinMR?



Alex:(panicked)ohyahpleasecomeinguys.Just

sitbythestoolsthereandhavesomewineI'vebeen

enjoyingmyself.Youcaneachhaveaglassor

shouldIcheckifthereisagame.Letmecheckdi

supersport.

Ob(angrily)thisisnotafriendlyvisitmonna,drop

theact.Sitdownandstopblabbing

Alex'sheartskippedasheallowedthemin.They

satdownbyhisloungeandhesatonasofa

oppositethem.Obclickedhistongueseveraltimes

staringathim.

Ken:LexObaskedmetoaccompanyhimhereto

confrontyouonsomething.Guysyouarebothmy

friends.Don'tputmeinasituationwhereIhaveto

choosebetweenthetwoofyou.Let'scooperate

malaitaakaandhaveaconversationlikeadultsso



nowI'mgoingtoletObsayoutwhathewantsto.

Angerboileddeepinhissystem.Itchurnedwithin

himhungryfordestruction.Hisfacewasgettingred

andeyeslookedliketheypopped.Hewasreadyto

strikebuthetriedsohardtoremaincalm.

Hesquintedhiseyesandleanedforwardfacing

Alexwhoseheartwasdrummingagainsthischest.

Ob:Imetyouathighschool.Wewereboardersat

ShasheRiverschool.Retswadikgaolong.Youwere

asmartgentleman.That'sthefisrtthingthat

intriguedmeaboutyou.Yourshirtswerealways

neatlyironednomatterwhatdayoftheweekitwas.

Yourshoeswerelikeyoudidn'twalkonsoil.You

alwayshadyourwavyhairbrushedneatly.Andyour

shirttuckedinneatly.Dudeyouweretheneatisest

inourdormandourclass.Iwasencouraged.Oa

itsegorenekelelesuthalaitaakakewenao

ntathisistsegothatswashirtcollarfelakamariga.



Youtaughtmethatyoupolishashoeputitbythe

sun,thenshineitlater.Yourbedwasalwaysneatly

made,waitsegoremathakabanebareosekono

thataokatswaolegayandnnaIdidn'tteaseyouI

learntfromyou.(tearsbegantoburninhiseyes

andheblinkedfightingthemback)Imnowabetter

personmyhouseisneatdespitehavingtwokidsat

it.Lookatyoursyoucoulddishforusonthisfloor.I

don'twanttotalkabouthowwerelatedatIHSand

howweendedupbothchoosingnursingbutthe

factisAlexwecomefromfar.Youaretheleast

personIcouldexpectbetrayalfrom.(withashaking

voice)pleaselookmeintheeyesrightnowandtell

meyoudidn'tbetrayme,andyouarethehonest

personIknow.Don'tevenlietometellmenow

Hestummeredwithtremblinglipsandhelooked

downunabletofacehim.Hetriedtosleepbutno

wordscouldcomeoutofhislips.

Ob:Alexdidyousleepwithmygirlfriend?



Hetrembledbuttriedtoremaincalm

Alex:nohowcouldyouthinklikethatObmyman.

NoIdidnt

Ob:OKIseeyouaregoingtomakethisdifficult

thanitsalready

Obstoodupandpacedaroundhishouse

Ob:I'mgoingtorepeatmyselfforthelasttime.MrA

akereyouknowthatinourfriendshipyoutrusted

mewithflyingblowsintheair.Yes.Youwerethe

softone.WenaleKenlebalennangfatsheleBua.

NnaIhit.Sopleasetellmedidyousleepwith

Keletsoandlegoneontalelamogomaswe

unprotectedsexandleavingyourcuminmy

woman.(shoutingandgrabbingAlexbyhisvest)

answermedidyousleepwithKeletso.



Alextrembledshakingbuthecouldn'tbringhimself

toutterthetruth.Helookedawayashisfriend's

angryeyespiercedthroughhim.

KenstooduprealizingObwasabouttofirethe

blows.

Ken:thebannaarennengfatsherebuengfighting

isnottheanswerguys.

ObreleasedanunexpectedpunchonAlex'schest

andhefrownedstaggeringback.Kenpulledhim

back

Ob:IregretbringingyouhereKenbecauseyouare

goingtodelaythisguytospeakthetruth.

Ken:themonnaAlexBuakanathisguyisnotinhis

rightsenses



Alex:kanaIsaidIdidn'tdoanything

Hequicklylandedtwoblowsonhischestagain.

Thenhepulledhimbyhisneckandpinnedhimon

hiswallthrowingblowstohisface.Kentriedtopull

himoffbuthereleasedahotkickanditlandedon

hisprivatesandhestaggeredbackholdingthemas

ObtightlychokedAlexuntilhefeltlikehislifewas

slippingawayfromhim.Hekickedabitand

releasedhimasKencontinuedgruntingholdingon

hisprivates.ObturnedbacktoKen

Ob:sorrylaitaakaIdidn'tmeantohurt.Butplease

stayinyourlanedon'ttouchmeketenegileJaana.

Hegrabbedhimtightlyagainandstaredintohis

face

Ob:Buamonnakegosomolamowagape



Alexhesitatedandhesqueezedhisneckagain

chokinghim

Alex:okok..letmetalk

Hereleasedhimandhecoughedabitandcleared

histhroat

Alex:I..I'msorryObI....

Ob:mxmBuathemonnawantia.Kenoshap

brayaka?

Ken:yahI'mokay.Alexpleasetalkthistimearound

I'mnotgoingtohelpyou.

Alex:guysI'msorrythatIbetrayedyou.Ididn't

meanto.Iwalkedintoyourhousethattimewhe..n



youwereatthecattlepostandIfound(hetrembled)

Keletsoalone.ItoldherIwillcomebackbutshe

lockedthehouseanddroppedherclothesand

startedseducingmeandI...

BeforefinishinghissentenceObthrewablowon

hisstomachthenheleanedback

Ob:continue

Hestammeredashefailedtofindtherightwordsto

say

AtMmaCshome

LuciaandMmaCsatonMmac'sverandadrinking

teaandchattingaboutthisandthat.



MmaC:Lucyyoulookworriediseverythingokay.

Lucia:eishmmaI'mtroubledbySedi.Whowould

havethoughtSedicouldcomeandstaytwoweeks

inaboy'shouse.Asatlelapengremothwaafaletse

Jaana.MygirlhaschangedMmaCandI'mworried.

MmaC:yahit'sstressfulbutLucyngwanakeyou've

doneagreatjobraisingsedi.Shegrewupasan

obedientchildandsheneverreallyplayed.Shewas

toofocusedinschoolandshemadeyouproud.She

wentoverseastostudymedicineexactlywhatshe

alwaysdreamtofatayoungagebommaBridget

baLelaboBridgetkebabantsehatsebagodisa

BanababoKabo.Sowhatyoucandonowisto

adviseLesedinottolosefocus,toavoidpregnancy.

AitshereletseketsayagorekakengakadiloTsewa

diitsemmefelajustletherbe.Lethermakeher

ownmistakes.OgodisitseLucyit'stimeforyouto

focusonyourself.Ididexactlythesameaboutmy

children.Itaughtthemlifeandjustletthemgo.Fa



basantholekegabonemooiftheymessitsupto

themtheywillstandandtryagain.

Lucia(sighed)that'sexactlywhatIthinkMmaceven

thoughit'snoteasy.Ifeelsadhelaaboutit.Ithink

I'msopossessiveofher.Sheismyonlygirlchild

butIwillbefine.OkayenoughwiththeSadnews.

TherehasbeensomethingIwantedtotellyou

MmaC(smiledattentively)yesdearI'mallears.

Lucia:IthoughtIwouldtellmydaughterfirstabout

thisbutkepaletswesoletmetellyoumymother.

MoabiproposedmarriageandIagreed.Shewants

metotellmychildrenfirstthentheprocesswill

start.

Standingupcheerfullyandwavingherscarf.



Mmac:ayilililiamafokoakesabolonggoaemela.

ThankyouJesusgakeakgobogelamangole

mahala.

Lucia:you'vebeenprayingaboutthis?

MmaC:foryears

Lucia:wowinyouIfoundamother.That'sgoodto

hear

MmaC:congratulationsmyladyIthanktheLordfor

blessingyou.

Sheopenedherarmsandtheyembracedtightly

andweteachother'sshouldersastheycriedtears

ofjoy.
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AtOb'shouse

Alexlickedhisbloodylipsandsatdown.Fromhis

kitchenObcamebackwithaglassofwaterand

DRANK.

Ob:Alexlaitaakasinceyouchosetobetrayme,your

bestfriend,thepriceyouwillpayishigher

Alex:(chippedinquickly)anythingforyouiwilldo.

Ob:wearenotsureifBellaisyourchildbecause

thatbitchcan'tbetrustedsowewillhavetogoand

doDNAtomatchyoursampleswithBella'sjustto

besure.ButIthinksheisyourscospeoplekept

singingtomehowshelookslikeyouuntilIgot

suspicious.SoMrifBellaisyoursyouarenotgoing



totakeherawayfromme.I'mstillgoingtocontinue

raisingherasmine.Thatbabyissodeartomy

heartI'vebondedwithher.Theonlyfathershe

knowsisme.Wecan'tconfuseherespeciallyas

youngassheis.Keagogodisitsangwanabrayaka

andifyoucouldevermakeamistakeoftelling

anyoneorsayinganythingtoBellaI'mgoingto

personallydosomethingthatIcouldhavedone

nowbutdecidedtocooldown

Alex:okIgetyoubro.Deal.Iwillstayawayfromher.

Ob:goodsowhenarewegoingforyourblood

samples?

Alex:Icanexcusemyselffromworktomorrow

around11thenwerushthere.

Ob:goodboy



Ken:butObwillitberighttolietothechildwhatif

hermothertellsherandshestartactingup

Ob:shewon'tdaredothat.Iwillwarnhertoodon't

worry.

Ken:butit'skindofawkwardeverychilddeserveto

knowtheirbiologicalparentandmaybelateron

whensheisunderstandingyouneedtositherdown

andtellherthetruth

Ob:lesagoBuamatlakalathemonnaKen.Just

leavethisissueformetswafelamogoyone.

Ken(liftinghishands)okayifyousayso.

Ob:(toAlex)monnaiseverythingclear?

Alex:yes



Ob:OKtomorrow

Alex:arewecool?

Ob:notreally,butIwilljustforgiveyoucosthatgirl

isarealbitchandIregreteverydayevercrossing

mypathswith.Butlentiretsengwanaomontle,yo

botlhale

Alex:thanksmybrotherforforgivingmeitreally

meansalottome.Ican'tstandlosingyou

Ob:oBuamatakalacosgaojangwanyanawame

youdidn'tthinklikethat.

Ken:hahahaheishlonabanna!

Ob:Iwilltrytoforgetallthisshitandfocusonyour

weddingmonnaKenwenarraAlexlenyalolekae.

WhereisyourDrBae?



Alex:I'msinglemalaitaakaeish!Kestressfela

Ken:areyouseriouswhathappened?

Alex:(scratchinghismustache)eishguyslet'snot

talkaboutit.Sheleftmeforsomeone.

Ob:hahaha!Godhadalreadypunishedyougoriana

nkabokesagobetsalaitaaka

Ken:hahahawaitseodiodiselewenaOb(youare

somethingelseOb)

OKguysIwillbesendingmagaditoShoshongkana

intwoweeks.Sobannaremmogoakeregoyago

tsayadikgomo

Alex:nnayoucanalwayscountonmebraayaka



Ob:mmmmmonnatia.(whatarealman)HeishI

lookuptoyouwaitselaitaaka.

Ken:hahahaheybannaIwillbreathbetterafterthis

traditionalweddingthingisdone.ThecelebrationI

reallydon'tcarekediotsabatsadi.(it'swoman's

staff)Gaarobalegorianamothowamekabodi

themecolordiwhatwhateish(mygirldoesn'teven

sleepthinkingofthemecolorandotherthingsfor

thecelebration)

Alex:hahaha!butwealsowanttobesmartrrareya

goSegafeladidoublebreastsuitkoKenosuitsand

weneedtoorderperfectshoesonline

(wearegoingtomaketailormadesuits)

Ob:thesmartdudewenakanamokgabowaorata

laitaaka(youlikelookinggoodmyman)



Alex:youknowmebetterdude

TheylaughedoutloudanddiscussedKen's

weddingasifnothinghappened.Alexeventooka

bottleofwinefromhiswinerackandtheyenjoyed.

Athome

MyfatherandIsilentlysatbythedinnertable

eatingpastaandmince.Daddywasabsentminded

andhecircledhisforkonhisfoodwithouteating.

Anawkwardsilenceprevailed.ThenIuttered

Me:daddyareyouokay?

Daddy:(startled)I'mfinemygirl

Me:butyoudon'tlookfine.Iseverythingokaywith



youandmom.IknowIshouldn'tbegettingmuch

intoadultsstaffbutdaddyit'sokaytotalkwhenyou

haveproblems.Talktomeorsomeoneelse.Iknow

ImightalsobeasourceofyourproblemsbutIwill

trytocorrectmyselfandbuildmyself.

Daddy:it'sokaysweetheart.YourmomandIare

goingthroughsomethingbutit'sjustaphasedon't

worryaboutitwewillgetoverit.

Me(notconvinced)okay

Daddy:didyoumanagetoapplytoshannaz?

Me:yesIappliedforthemassagetherapycourse.I

wanttoopenabeautyspawhenIfinishthecourseI

willbeaddingotherserviceslikenails,makeup.

ThoseIalreadyknow.



Daddy:that'smygirlyouaregoingfar.

Me:thankyouforsupportingmeevenatmy

weakestpointdaddy

Daddy:that'swhatafathershoulddotohischildren.

SowhathaveyoudecidedaboutBella?

Me:I'mwaitingforObakengtobringher.Hisleaveis

endingnextweekIhopehewillbringher.

Daddy:heshouldgareamoneelangwanayole

mosimanyanayowatalela(wedidn'tgivehimthat

childthatboyisdisrespectful)

Helookedatmynon-appealingmealjustmacaroni

andminceandhejustcouldn'teat.Iwastheworst

inthekitchen.



Daddy:babyletmegoandsleepIateearlierat

Sam'shouseIguessI'mstillfull.

Me:okgoodnightpapa.

HelefttohisroomandIclearedthetableandtook

leftoversandthrewtheminaplasticbackandI

tookthemtotheoutsidebin.

AftercleaningupthekitchenIsatonacouchand

changedchannelslookingforamovietowatch.

ThenIrememberedIhadbeenpostponingtocall

Lesedi.IthendialedhernumberwhichIgotfrom

daddy.Myheartpoundedwitheachring.WhatifOb

managedtogethercontactsandtoldherabout

BellabeingAlex'schild.Afterseveralringsshe

pickedandIreleasedanalmostsilentsigh.

Lesedi:Lesedi'sphonehello



Whataprofessionalwayofansweringaphone.She

isindeedadoctor,wayaheadofme.IdidnotthinkI

willevermatchherevenalittle.

Me:HiSedithisisLeleyoursister

Lesedi:wow!ohmyGod!Lelehowareyousis?

HercheerfulnesscalmedmynervesandIrealxed

Me:I'mwellandyousis?

Lesedi:I'mfineohit'sbeenalongtimesis

Me:yahlongtime.Ithoughtyouwouldbein

Francistownsothatwecouldcatchupdaddytold

meyouarestilldoingafewschoolworkinGabs



Lesedi:yahIwillbethatsidesoonandIwillvisityou

forsure.Otherwisehowiseverything

Me:everythingisfinesisexceptforafew

challenges.Iparticularlycalledtothankyouforthe

Tshirts.Girlyou'vegottastethemma.Theyare

amazing.Samesentlethataebilesegaitsetsabo

Bonnie.(mineismorenicerthanallofthem)Ilikeit

thankssisthatwassothoughtfulofyou

Lesedi:hahahaKelsstopexaggeratingtherearejust

tshirt.Youarewelcomegirl

Me:notherearequalityTees.moBotswanaga

diyo(therearenotavailableinBotswana)

Lesedi:hahahayah.I'mgladyouarehappy.

Andiledrewhercloserandkissedherwhilestillon

thephonesignalingtoherthatitwastheirtime.



Lesedi:thanksforthecallletmedosomethingsis

Me:okaybyethanks

Ihungupandsmiled.Lesedithoughadoctorshe

wasasweetsister.Waybetterthanme.Ishiftedmy

concentrationontheTVtryingsohardtoforgetall

myworriesthenboom!acallfromOb.Istaredat

thephoneforawhilenotsurewhethertopickornot.
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Ihungupandsmiled.Lesedithoughadoctorshe

wasasweetsister.Waybetterthanme.Ishiftedmy



concentrationontheTVtryingsohardtoforgetall

myworriesthenboom!acallfromOb.Istaredat

thephoneforawhilenotsurewhethertopickornot.

IpickedwithaPoundingheart.

Me:Hello

Ob:Keletsothebitch!howareyou?

Me:whyareyoucallingmebitch?

Ob:youare.itsatitlethatfitsyoubetteroryouwant

metofindanothertermthatsuitsyoubetter.

Me:...

Ob:whatisatermtosuitagirlthatsleepswith



guysthatarebestfriends

Iremainedquietashecontinuedtalkingabouthow

disgustingIwas

Ob:wewillneverbesurethatit'sjustthetwoofus.

Whatifthereisathirdorevenafourthperson

IsthatwhathethinksofmeImnotnecessarilya

slutIwasjustobsessedwithAlexandImade

mistakes.Iwasyoungandnaive.AnywayIjustkept

quiet.IwasatapointintimewhenIwantedso

muchpeacesoIwasnotgoingtofightOb

Ob:Keletsolistentomeverycarefully.TheDNA

saysBellaisnotmydaughter.ButBellawillremain

mydaughternomatterwhatyouthink.Thebith

certificateclearlysaidI'mherfather,everyone

knowsI'm herfather.Wehaveastrongbond.So

pleasedon'ttrybyanychancetodestroywhatBella



andIhave.BellagasengwanawagaAlexkewame,

wankutlwa?IfthiscanbealloverI'mgoingtokill

youwithmybarehands.ItoldAlexthesame.So

anotherthingIwillbetakingfullcustodyofBella.

Theeasierrouteisforyoutohanditovertome.I'm

goingtosendmyparentstopaybogadiforBellaI

willbetakingherandchanginghersurnametome.

Shewillvisityouonholidaysotlaboannakogo

nna.Iwillhireamaidtohelpmeandshewill

continuewithpreschool.Iwanttosendherto

receptionclassatJacarandanextyear.Is

everythingclear?

IfeltliketheworldwascomingtoastandstillsoOb

wanttotaketheonlythingthatmadesensetome,

mydaughter.Tearsbegantogatherinmyeyesas

thethoughtdisturbedmymind.

Me:(tearfully)soyouwanttotakeawaymy

daughterfromme,sheisgoingtogrowupwitha

feelingthatIdontloveher,whydothistome?



Ob:bonababygirlIneversaidyoushouldstop

loving.YouWilljustactlikeanymotherwouldto

her.Shewillvisityouonholidayssomeweekend

youwilltakeher.Butshewillbestayingfulltime

withme.

Me:eventhoughsheisnotyourdaughter?

Ob:otogaontenaLelekagoreyouliedtome.Why

didyoulietomeinthefirstplaceandallowmeto

bondwiththechildevenmyfamily,why?Faoka

Buamafokoaogapeketlogakegolatelagonekoo.

(ifyoucansaythosewordsagainincomingforyou)

Tearsbegantorolldownmycheeks

Me:okayitsjustthatIfeellikeyouwanttotakemy

daughterawayfromme.It'ssadObI'mnoteven

closetomymother.IwantedBellatogrowupunder



mywatchkemoikgodisetsa.Iwantedour

relationshiptobedifferentfromyamelemama.

NowshewillberaisedbyyourgirlfriendsandI

don'tknowhowtheywilltreathim

Ob:youaretalkingshitwhosaidanygirlfriendwill

raisemychild.IwillraiseBellaformyselflesago

Buadiodisele.Tellyourparentsthatnextmonth

JanuaryI'mtakingBella.Iwillbringherovertoyou

nowforChristmas.Butafternewyearkesenago

mmatelanannykeamotsaya.Ingoingtodothe

samethingaboutKatlo.Becausehismotheris

gettingmarriedandIcan'tallowthatmantotake

mychildwhenI'malive.Idon'twanttofightwith

youandifthisnewscouldreachyoursisterLesedi

shewillnotlikeit.Socooperatewithme.Ihave

includedBellainallmyinsurances,Inominatedher

asmybeneficiaryineverythingIhave,sheisinmy

medicalaid.Dilotseelegorewenagaonanatso,o

berekagorokelamakulafela.Sowhatdoyouwant

metodotosuddenlyremoveherbecauseofyour

stupidity?



Me:(sighed)OKbutwhatifAlexwantsherinthe

futureandtakeustocourt?

Ob:IwarnedhimIcouldgotoprisonforkillinghim

ifhecouldpullthatstunt.Heunderstoodmebetter

cosIhadanencounterwithhimearlier,.Don'tworry

aboutthatone.

Me:okay

Ob:thanksforunderstanding.Goodnight.

Me:isBellaalreadyasleep?

Ob:Ijustfinishedreadingthemstoriestheydozed

off.



Me:OKIwillcheckhertomorrow.goodnight

Ob:night

HehungupandIcoveredmyfacewithmyhands

andcried.Thethoughtoflosingmydaughterwas

notaneasyone.Isawacarflashinglightsatour

gatewhichpenetratedthroughthewindows.I

wonderedwhoitwasandacallcamethrough.It

wasOtsileisighedpickingit.

Me:hello

Otsile:babeIcametopickyou

Me:papamightwakeupandwantsomethingfrom

mewagorekekae.

Otsile:OKjustcomeoutretseyedriveketlago

busa.Iwantatleastablowjob.I'mhornybabe



Me:mxmwenaOtsilewhenyoulookatmeyousee

asexobjectright?

Otsile:nobabeIloveyouitsjustthatyouarealways

actinglikeababyyoudon'tgivemeenoughtime.

I'msexuallystarved

Me:sexuallystarvedmyfoot,didn'tIspendanight

withyouyesterday.Whatdoyouwantfromme.You

takemeforgrantedOtsile,younevertakemeoutor

evenbuymeanythingnotevenonmybirthday.

WhenIsaylet'sgooutyousayIwillcookatyour

house.Whatkindofrelationshipisthat.Imdone

withthis.JuststayawayfrommeOtsileIdon't

wantyou.

Otsile:youdumpmeoverthephone.Ontlwaetswa

keengneKeletso

Me:andstopcomingtomyhouse.Iwilltellmy



fatherandyouwillregretorevenmyuncleheisa

PoliceCommissioner

Otsile:areyouthreateningme?

Me:noI'msayingstaythehelloutofmylife.

Otsile:letsilegosulafalelwalewhoeveryoogo

pekisang.Icannotbedumpedbyagirloverthe

phone.

Me:isthatathreatshouldIinvolvethelawofficer?

Otsile:mxm,obosulammekanayoubitch,theyare

girlsnicerthanyou.

Me:mxm



IhungupbeforehearinghisresponsethenI

blockedallhisnumbers.Iclickedmytongue

severaltimeswithirritation.IswitchedofftheTV

andjustsatbackonthecouchthoughtfuly.Mylife

wastoostagnant.ForthepastfouryearsI'vebeen

havingrelationshipsthatlastedlessthansix

months.Andmostofthemturnedoutdisastrous.

Iveabsolutelydonenothingformyselfnotevento

getadriver'slicense.Nowmychildwastakenaway

frommeandwassingleagain.Isadlytookmy

phoneandwalkedintomybedroomasthenegative

thoughtscontinuedtodisturbmymind..

1weeklater,onChristmasday
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1weeklaterOnChristmasday

Lucia,ReaandBoboquietlysatintheirsittingroom

asasadmoodprevailedinthehouse.Nobodyhad

expectedthatLesedicouldhavenotbethereon

Christmasday.FinallyBobobrokethesilence.

Bobo:'soLesediisnotevencomingforChristmas.

Whatkindofguykeepsngwanawabathoevenon

Christmas.Ismysisterevensafewithhim?

Lucia(sighed)Idon'tknowwhattosayanymore

Boboorwhattothink.I'veneverbeenthis

disappointed.I'vecalledheryesrdayshedidn't

answerorevenbotherreturnmycall.Idon'tknow

whethertoworryortojustgiveup.Theworstpartis

whensheleavesbacktoUKweareonlygoingto

seehermaybeafter2yearswhensheisdone.

Bobo:OKletmetrytocallher.Thisisunlikemy



sister.Whatifthisguyisabusingher?

BobodialledLesedi'snumberitranguntilitstopped

hesigheddiallingthenumberagainbuttherewas

stillnoanswer.

Helookedathermotherwhosadlystoodtostart

preparingtheirChristmaslunch.Moabiandher

childrenweretojointhemlaterthatdayforlunch

andthiswasthedaytheyhadparticularlysetaside

tospitthewordsabouttheirengagementtothekids.

Shesighedasvariousthoughtskeptdisturbingher.

Whatifherdaughterwasintrouble.Whatifshe

wasinvolvedinanaccidentorsomething.Sadness

coveredherfaceasshetookoutingredientsfrom

cabinetsinpreparationforcooking.

Atmyhouse.

Itwasafullhouse.MycousinsFifi,ReseandMia



hadcometospendChristmaswithusandmyaunt

Moneiwasalsothere.Fifiwasquiteagoodcook

andshehadpreparedquiteamazingdisheswith

thehelpofMoneiwhileReseandIhelpedwith

cleaningthedishesandpassingwhateverwas

needed.Mummy,YarryandBonniearrivedthe

previousnight.MummyandMmagweFifiwere

sittingoutsideattheoutdoorchairssippingsome

juicewhileDaddyanduncleSamwereslaughtering

thegoatatthebackofthehouse.Bonniehadbeen

senttobuysomedrinks.

Ob'scarsloweddownatourgatethenYarryand

Miaracedtowardsthegatetoopen.ObandBella

steppedoutofthecarandBellarushedtowards

YarryandMiaandtheyhighfived.Shelookedso

beautifulwithneatlyplaitedblockswithbeads.She

woreapinkjumpsuitandmatchingsandles.She

hangonhershoulderaSofiathefirstgirl'ssling

backwithalipbalminsideandsomefewcoins.The

kidsranintothehouseasObapproachedmummy

andMmagweFifiandhebowedlowgreetingthem.



Mavis:hellorragweBella,kooremadamenegaare

boneasielakontlongfelajalo(helloBella'daddy,

Bellaisnotevennoticingussheisrushingintothe

house)

Ob(laughing)owaiobonebommatla(shehasjust

seenhermates

MmagweFifi:hellopapa

Ob:IjustcametodropheroffI'mleavingtoour

village,canIseeMmagweBella?

MummycalledoutmynameandIcameoutholding

mybabyandadmiringhowbeautifulandfitshe

looked.

Me:babymummymissedyousomuch,didyou



missmummy

Bella:yesIdid,mummydaddyisthebest,youknow

heboughtKatloandIbigcarsthatwecanget

insidehesaystheyareChristmaspresentsand...

IliftedmyeyesandlockedthemwithOb

impeccablydressedandhiscologneinvadedmy

nostrilsasIapproached.

Me:hi

Ob:hello

Mummy:(toBella)heelammasepekereyouarenot

evengreetingyourgrandmother.Motisekwano

mothoyoo.(bringherhere)



IhandedoverBellatoMomandshetickledheras

shelaughedoutloud.

Mavis:girlyouaresoheavyogojesaengpapa?

(whatisyourdaddyfeedingyou?)

MmagweFifi:sheissofitandfreshandke

lekgarabemmaBellacheckthehairstyleandoutfit.

Kebolailekegotsenwakahandbag.What'sinside

thehandbagneB.Girl?

Bella:mymoneyandlipgloss

TheycontinuedtolaughoutloudchattingtoBella.

ThenObandIwalkedtothecar.Hewastooserious

itscaredme.

Ob:IbroughtBella,I'mgoinghome.Iwilljusttake

herafewdaysbeforetheschoolopen.LikeIsaidI



sentherforinterviewatJacaranda.That'swhere

shewillbedoingstandardonenexryear.SonnaI'm

goinghomenowandcomingbacktomorrow.Iwill

beworkinguntiltheendofholidays.Ihopeyoutold

yourparentsaboutthearrangementaboutthekid.

I'mgoingtotalktomyparentstosendsomeoneto

themabouttheissueoftakingthechildand

changinghersurname.Pleasebriefthemsothat

theydon'tgetshockedwhenIcome.(openingthe

boot)herbagishere.Thisotheroneisfulloftoys..a

refolose.

Ilistenedtohimandsaidnothingtakingoutahuge

travelingbagforBellaandalargebackpackfullof

toys.Therewasanotherplasticfullofshoes.

Me:dilwanatsagagweokarewafuduga.Didyou

buyhermoreclothesgaatlakookadilwanaTsedi

kana.(herclothesit'slikesheismoving.Didyou

buyhermoreclothescosshedidn'tsomany

clothes.)



Ob:yahIboughtherclothesfor1500.Iused3kfor

herandKatlo

Me:what!areyouserious?

Ob:yahNnagakeaithekelasepe.I'vekeptthe

moneyforheruniformkechonnethisChristmas.

ButifmykidsarehappyI'mhappy.

Me:,OKthanksfortakingcareofher.

WeheldBella'sbagsandapproachedthehouse.Ob

droppedthetoybagsbytheverandaandYarrytook

itwhileBellahurriedfrommymom'slaptoopenher

toybagandtheystartedplaying.

Ob:Idon'thavemoneyfornow.Ihopeshewon't

needanything.I'mtryingtosaveforheruniform.



SchoolfeesIwillpayfrommysavings

Me:it'sokayBellaisathome.youdon'tneedtogive

usmoney.I'mhermotherIwilltakecareofher.You

don'thavetooverspendlikethatonBella.Sheis

justakid.

Ob:I'mnotgoingtoarguewithyouinfrontofyour

parents.Bye.

Me:bye.

Iwentbacktothehousewheretheothergirlskept

peepingthroughthewindowstealingglancesofOb.

Me:hahaha!leokometsengnebatho

Rese:rragweBellaishotijo.Haveyouseenthose



shoulders.Iwantamanlikethat.

Fifi:ahahah!Reseyoushouldn'tlookatyour

sistersbabydaddylikethat.

Monei:hahalesangwana.Mmaaadmire,boLeleba

tshamikilekadihunk

Me:mothoyoleomasweyole.Lebonaeng.(that

guyisuglywhatareyouseeing)

Fifi:hahahamaswenyanaagagweamantlenyane.

Bodyissoonpointotshwanelwaketshirt.

Me:Iyoo.

MeanwhileoutsidedadayanduncleSamcamewith

bowlsofmeatfrombehindthe



houseandtheyspottedObchattingwithmummy

andMmagoFifi.

Mom:dumedisarraBonniekeyole.Thenyougore

SekaragoDia.I'mhappymygranddaughterlooks

happyandwelltakencareof.

Ob:okaythanksmmaItryImgladyouarehappy.

Obapproachedthemenandtheybumpedelbows

withhimavoidingtoshakeherhandwithbloody

hands.

Ob:keneketisetseBella.

Daddy:thanksalotpapamerryChristmas

Ob:welcomemerryChristmastoo.Letmerush



home.Waironareebonamogolona.Iwillbeon

dutytomorrow.

RragweFifi:aoshemsnkabootsamayaojelekana

nnareapayaserobefarerianapapa.

Ob:hahahaketswapelogore

Sam:hardyboy.

Hebidthemgoodbyeandwalkedoutasthemen

broughtmeattothekitchen.UncleSamwinkedat

meandwelaughedoutloud.Dadputdownthe

bowl.

Daddy:bathongmygirlismissinghere.Didn'tyou

inviteSedioverforlunchLele?



Me:ahnowethoughtmaybetheyarehaving

somethingattheirhome.

Daddy:ahIyooletmecallmygirlbathongmaybe

shecanjustcomeintheeveningtoseehercousins.

Me:yahyouareright.

Fifi:wecan'twaittoseetheDr.Lady.

Rese:andI'mgoingtoaskhertofindmeajobin

London

Wealllaughedhappilyanddaddywashedhis

hands,wipedthem,thenhetookhisphoneand

dialedLesedi...

GOODNIGHT.PLEASECOMMENTLIKEAND



SHARE.

I'MSORRYTOANNOUNCETHATFORTHREE

DAYSIWON'TBEPOSTINGINSERTSDUETO

SOMETHINGI'MENGAGEDWITH.IWILLBEBACK

ONFRIDAY.HOPEYOUWILLBEUNDERSTANDING.

SORRYFORTHEINCONVINIECE.THANKS
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Wealllaughedhappilyanddaddywashedhis

hands,wipedthemthenhetookhisphoneand

DIALEDLesedi..

Lesedi:hellopapa

Daddy:babygirlMerryChristmasdarling.You've

beentooquitethemma.HowhaveyouBEEN?



Lesedi:I'mgooddaddyandYOU.MerryChristmas

toyoutoo

Daddy:greatmygirl.Umm..areyoudrivingIcan

hearthesoundofcarswhereareyougoing?My

houseispackedwithyoursiblingsandyour

cousinshere.Rebolailepodingwanakathe,only

personmissingisyou.Excuseyourselflatermmao

tlegobonababangwe.Wemissyougapekana

afterthisfestiveyouwillbegoingakere.

Lesediscratchedherheadnotknowingwhattosay.

Awaveofguiltwashedoverher.Sheshouldhave

convincedAnditolethergoadaybeforeChristmas.

Buttherewereonaholiday.Itwassomuchfunshe

couldn'tjustdecidetogoleavinghimwiththose

girlsthatkeptadmiringhim.

Lesedi:papaI'mtravelingwithAndifromGabsto



FrancistownretsamayamoMahalapye.Iknowit's

badthatIcamehomeonChristmasdaybutwe

wereonatrip,wedelayedand..

Jacob:what!Sediyouwanttotellmethatyouhave

beenwiththisguyallalongsinceweleftyouthere

Lesedi:...

Jacob:(angrily)Lesediwhatareyouturninginto?A

disrespectfulchild?Achildwhodoesnotcare

aboutherparents?Howisyourmomeventaking

this?Didyoueventhinkabouther.Areyou

becomingselfishSedi.Imeanyoucameto

Botswanamorethantwoweeksbackandyouare

onlycominghomeonChristmasday.Whatisthis?

Tellme,what'sgoingonwithyou?

Lesedi:I'msorrypapaAndiandIwentonatripit

waskindofrefreshingatKasanethenwe



mistakenlymissedflightsweweresupposedto

comewith.Sowearrivedverylateyesterday.Sohe

isdrivingmehome.Wewillapologizetomomi

knowitlooksdisrespectfulbutI'msorry.

Jacob:babyyouusedtobeachildthatcaredso

muchabouttheirfamily.Whathappened?

Ihearddaddyraisinghisvoicewalkingtothe

loungethenIleftthepassageeavesdropping.It

seemedlikethestarkidwasintrouble.What

happened?Iwondered.Itseemedlikeshewasnot

yetathomeorwasshewithaboyonChristmas.Oh

Ithoughtshewasmissperfectwhathappened?I

smilednaughtilyandjoinedothersinthekitchenas

ifnothinghappened.

DaddycontinuedtospeaktoLesediwhokeptquite

mostofthetimesasheangrilyconfrontedher.

Aftersometimeshehungupdisappointedand

joinedothereldersoutside.



AlongA1road

Lesedi:babespeeduppleaseeveryoneiswaiting

formeanddaddyissoangry.Idon'twantwantto

imaginehowmamafeels.

Andile:yourfamilyshouldknowthatyouarenota

babyanymoreSedi.Imeanyouaregoinghome

now,what'stheproblem?NnaI'mnotevengoing

homesoonI'mspendingallmyholidayshere.You

areadoctorSediandyouarenotalwaysgoingto

bearoundyourmom.Doctorsworkevenatodd

times.Anditdoesn'tnecessarilymeanthatyouare

goingtoworkinBotswana.

Lesedi:Ican'tstandworkingoutsideBotswana

afterstayingoutsideforsomanyyears

Andile:butyouaregoingtomarryaforeigner.AfterI



marryyouyouarenotgoingtostayinBotswana

Sedi.YouwillbeasouthAfrican.Soyourparents

shouldgetusedtothisyouaregoingtoleave.

Lesedi:(sadly)butIwillalwaysvisitthemthough

Andile:yahyouwill.Mypointisdon'tbeatyourself

up.WehadfunatKasaneyouloveditandtoday

youwillbewithyourparents.Youarebetterthan

me.

Lesedi:okayletmesmsmymomandtellherI'mon

theway.I'mafraidtotalktoher.

Andi:hahaha!Sedibutyouaregoingtotalktoher

wearegoingthere

Lesedi:yahIknow



Shesighedandquietlytypedansmstohermother

'mamaI'msorryI'vebeennottakingyourcalls

somethingcameupanddelayedmetocomehome.

Iknowhowbadthislooksbutpleaseforgiveme.

I'monmywayhomejustpassedMahalapye.Merry

Christmas'

Shesentthemessageanditwasdelivered.

Lesedi:babeIneedtobuymyparentsgroceries

beforewegethome.

Andile:okayyouwillswipeitWoolworthFood

Lesedi:thereisnoWoolworthFood.Willusespar,

gameorpicknpay

Andile:Gamewilldo,itsnormallynotcrowdedright?



Lesedi:yah

Andile:Iloveyoubabe.Youaretoocuteevenwhen

youaresulking.

MerryChristmassthandwasam

Lesedi:(sighed)merryChristmaslove

AtMadCity.

AlexreversedhisAudiinfrontofhisparent'shouse

andthekidsgatheredaroundexcitedly.Heopened

thebootandorderedthemtooffloadhisgroceries.

HelookedsohotinhisJordansneakers,black

jeansandmauruenNikegolftshirt.Oneofthe

villagegirlwhosecretlyhadacrushonhimpassed

byapassagebetweentheiryardandtheneighbors

andshewavedsmilingbroadly.ThenAlexwaved



back.Shesmiledbackandslowlypassedwitha

poundingheart.Hehasneverseenaguyas

handsomeasthis.Onethingthatintriguedher

aboutAlexwashiscalmspiritthoughhewascute.

Hedidn'tseemlikeaplayer.CanGodpleasegive

herthisone.Shesmiledalonelostinherthoughts

headingtotheirhome.

MeanwhileNtsetsanawalkedthroughthegate

smilingatthegroceriesthatwereoffloaded.She

greetedherbrotherandwalkedintothehouse

openingtheplastics.Shetearedanapplesplastic

andtookoneapplebitingit.Thenshedistributed

therestoftheapplesamongsthermanychildren

whoexcitedlyranoutthrowingthemintheairthen

takingbites.

Alexjoinedhisfatherwhowassittingonhis

woodenchairswithstrings.MmaNtsetsanacame

outofthepitlatrinetoiletatthecorneroftheyard

andsupriselylookedatallthechildreneachholding



anappleandtheirmother.

MmaNtsetsana:Ntsesanawhatisthisnow?Dijodia

gorogaebilebanabagagobasetsebatikanaka

diapole.(thefoodjustarrivedandyourkidsare

alreadythrowingapplesateachother.)

Ntsesana:mme,chilldownitsChristmasletthe

kidsenjoytheirunclesbenefits

MmaNtsetsana:omelekostraight.Whereismy

applethen?

Ntsetsana:therearefinished

MmaNtsetssna:what!mokemetholo,letimanna

mongwadijo.Mychildboughtthesethingsforme.

Tsamayangleegothatayadijokwareyagoja

bosigo.



Ntsetsana:eemmaIwillsupervisethem.They

alreadystartedpeelingthebutternuts.

MmaNt:mmekebonengwanakemma.(to

Ntsetsana'skid)ontireleteeetshweuhoomygirl.

ShesmiledjoiningAlexandhisfather.Shepulleda

maizemealsackmatandsatdown.Thenthey

startedtalkingaboutthisandthat.

MeanwhileatLucia'shouseshereadLesedi's

messageandsighed.

Monkgoginoiselyburgedintothehouse.

Monkgogi:okaedokoteleyalelwapamonnaBobo.

Wenaoengrramekoti.Oalositsemysister.

NgwananyanaogotwengLesediwagotalelaokae



kante.Bamotswaleletsebasimanyana.(whereis

thedoctorofthehouse,whoareyouBobo,The

miner?Lesediisdisrespectingyousister,isshe

runningafterboys)

Lucia:pleasereducenoiseMonkgogiorstayoutside

Idon'twantnoise.

Monkgogi:hahahayoushouldgetusedtonoise.

Lesediwagogotelangwanaaboamophuaganya

faayamakgoeng.Wenawareokae.Youareabout

tobeagrandmothermmaaetsho(Lesediisgoingto

bringyouababyandleaveithere.)

Lucia:mxm

Monkgogi:eishlenkoleletswangkakokitchenke

lonemmekgaitsadiakaodigatiletota.(itsmells

goodsisteryoucookedwell)



Sheclickedhertongueandignoredhimasshe

continuedwiththecooking.

Bobo:oladygaisealetseLesedi.OrshouldItry

callingher.

Lucia:shejustsentansmssayingsheiscoming

shepassedMahalapye.I'mtiredofLesedi'sstunts

I'mjustgoingtoignoreherandseewhatsheis

planning

Bobo:opekisiwakeenemothakawatengebileyole

wannesegongwenealebotokaeish.Oklet'sjust

waitandhearfromher.(sheiscrazyaboutthisguy

maybethenurseonewasbetter)

BobosteppedouttochatwithReawhowas

preparingridgesoffruittreesbehindthehouse.

Luciaremainedinthehousecookingwhile

MonkgogilaidonthecouchwatchingTV.
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LaterthatdaywhenLuciafinishedpreparingthe

Christmaslunch.Shespreadawhiteclothonthe

rectangulartableplacedattheverenda.Thenonthe

centreofthetablesheplacedwhiteservingdishes

withdifferentdishessheprepared.Shetookfrom

theKITCHEN,whiteplatesandcutleryandplaced

thembythetable.

Sheopenedthefridgetocheckhowhertriflewas

anditwaswellset.Thensheclosedthefridgeand

steppedout.Sheplacedchairsbythetable.Then

Moabi'scarslowedbythegate.Boboopenedthe

gateandheslowlydrovethroughandparkedbythe



thetreeshade.Fromthecarsteppedouttwoofhis

sonsandhislastborndaughter.Bobogreetedallof

themandusheredthemtowardsthehouse.They

bowedlowgreetingLuciawhosmiledshaking

handswitheachofthembeforebrieflyhugging

theirfather.Luciashowedthemseatsonthenicely

settableandtheysetdown.Bobofollowedhis

motherintothehouse.

Bobo:aholadyleronarennamoditafoleng.Areall

hischildren?Theylookrichmathataateng.(mom

arewealsosittingbythattable)

Lucia:don'tlookdownuponyourselfsonyoualso

lookrichandyoudon'tknowhowmuchI'mproud

ofyouson.You'vegrownresponsibleandIlikeit.

Lookatthegroceryyoubroughthome.Kanake

apeiledijotsagagoBobo.(Ijustcookedthefood

youbought)Whowouldhavethoughtyouwouldbe

thisresponsibleoneday.IthankGodsonkawena



Bobo:(letoutalittlechuckle)Iknowgoreneke

thobogilweOldaybraekontleeleismymotivation

toworkharddaily.Iwanttogivemysonthebest

life.You'vehelpedmealotraisinghimfroma

youngagenowit'stimeformetoprovemyself

Lucia(smiling)whoisthisguytalking!Isitreallymy

sonBaboloki?

Bobo:that'sBbforsure

TheychuckledandReasteppedintothekitchen

smellinggoodandnicelydressedonatshirtand

sneakersboughtbyLesediandjeansbyBobo.He

hadastylishfreshcutandhelookedexactlylikehis

father.

Lucia:lookatyou,OBobofelagofetsayouremind

mealotofmysonbeforehestartedthisdreadlocks

things.KanaBoboneelelekauthebatho



Theyalllaughedoutloud.

Lucia:okaesegolesegotwegmalomaalona(where

isyouruncle)

Rea(chuckled)orapamearedigwaileareoapeela

rurimama(heislyingdownhesaidheishungry

andyouaretakingforevertofinishcookingmama)

Lucia:hahammitseomoreeaitshwaresentlere

nalebaeng(callhimandtellhimtobehavewehave

visitors)

Rea:hahahaokay.

ReawenttoMonkgogi'sroomtocallhimwhile

Bobohelpedhismothertakeoutthedispenserof

coldwaterandthatoforangejuice.



TheyalljoinedtheMoabi'sfamilywhowereseated

chattingamongstthemselves.

Monkgogialsojoinedthemshortlyandgreeted

everyonesurprisedofthemanypeoplepresent.But

luckilyheremainedquite.Luciaclearedherthroat

beforespeaking:

Lucia:bagaetshoyouareallwelcomeinourhome.

Wedon'thavedogsjustfeelfree.Weareso

thankfulforyoujoiningustoeatlunchwithus.The

bathroomisinsidehereincaseyoumayneedto

answerGod'scall.Nnabongwanakekebidiwa

LuciakanaMmagweBobo.Boboismyfirstborn

sonhere.(pointingtoBobo)Thisismybigbrother

MonkgogiMosweu.MalomaagweBongwanake

(Monkgogiscratchedhisbearduncomfortably)and

thisismyothersonReatilekengwanangwanake

totabuthecallsmemamabcosIraisedhimfroma

veryyoungage.Thenthereismysecondborn



daughternamedLesedi,sheisonherwayhere

fromGaboroneIshouldthinkshewillarrivesoon.

Moabi'skidsallexchangedglancesasLesedis

namewasmentionedandthegirlwhispered

'thedoctorone'

Moabi:okthankyouLuciaforinvitingusforlunch.It

isagoodgestureindeed.I'mherewithmychildren.

Nnaleankitseakerelotlhehaha.KennaMoabi.I

havefourchildren.Myfirstbornishere(pointingto

oneofthesons)hisnameisKagiso.RraKagisoyo

gotewarreyo.The.lnmysecondbornisinMochudi

obidiwaMasegosheismarriedtheresosheis

spendingChristmaswithherinlaws.Thisguyover

hereisthethirdbornRebaoneandlastlywehave

LadyRethabileherelasty.

Luciasmiledatallofthemandtheysmiledback



Moabi:Rethacan'twaittomeetLesedi.Ithinkshe

onceheardaboutherintelligencebackonthedays.

Shewastwoyearsbehindher.

Lucia:wowthat'snice.I'mhopingshewillarrive

soonnana.Youareallwelcomemychildrenjust

feelfree.Lunchisreadywecanalldig

in.

Moabi:okonelastthingIhavethreegrandchildren

beingtwoofMasego'ssonsandKagiso'sdaughter.

Monkgogi:(clearedhisthroat)realebogamong

wame.It'sabigfamilythechildrenarelookinggood

baSupagorebajasentebagodisitswesentle.Baa

phatsimamathakaa.

Moabi:hahahathanksalotMrMosweu.

Theystarteddishingandenjoyedanicelycooked



lunchchattingaboutthisandthat.

AtMadcity

Alex'ssistersandniecesbroughtplatesheeped

withrice,chickenandallkindsofsaladstotheir

father,motherandtohim.Theyallsatdowneating

andchattingthensuddenlyhismotheruttered:

MmaNt:Bafanamosetsanyanayogasegoregaa

batleomotsaya.Kebathobakaekante?(maybe

thisgirldoesnotwanttobemarriedtoyouwhere

doesshecomefrom)

Alexclearedhisthroatandsatuprightonthechair

Alex:shestilwantstofinishschoolfirstthenwego

onwiththeweddingwhenshecomesback



MmaNt:okdirangletsholengwanangwanakebatho

Fanakeisekeswe.ifyouarenotsureofthatgirl

checkatMmaChris.BaokeboneBahumibathota

yaronakana.Herkidsareeducatedbatsenegone

komakgoengkooandtheyareverybeautiful.They

ownseveralshopshereandtractors.KeBahumi

ngwanakemothofaagoleetsemotiilongotsayako

Bahumigogotswakanya

RraNt:ngng!MmaNtsetsanaleavethechildalone

tochoosethegirlhewantsBanabagompienoga

bathophelwebatsadijaakaronabogologolo

(childrennowadyschoosewivesforthemselves

unlikeusinthepast)

Alexchuckledabit

MmaNt:I'mnotsayingI'mchoosingforhimiwas

sayinghiseyeshouldsearchthroughMmaChris's

housetherearebeautifulrosesthere



Alex(withasmile)Iwilllookintothatmmebutright

nowI'mstillokaywithmygirlfriend

MmaNtsetsana:nnagakeisekebonebathoba

ratanabafarologanekamahatsekamosootlaboa

goRayaareotsewakelekgoa.(I'veneverseen

peopledatingwhileleavinginseparatecountries

tomorrowshewillbemarryinganEnglish)

Alexlaughedoutloudashisparentscontinuedto

givehimrelationshipadvice.

TheChristmasdaywasquiteabeautifuland

relaxingdayasheenjoyeditwithhisfamily.Later

thatdayhisplansweretojoinsomevillageguys

andlookforentertainmentactivitiesinthevillage.

AtFTWN



MeanwhileatLucia'shometheyfinishedlunch.

MOABI,hissons,BoboandMonkgogisatundera

treeshadeonplasticchairsenjoyingdrinksand

chattingwhileRethabilehelpedLuciatoclearthe

tableandwashthedishes.

Lucia(toRetha)youareabeautifulyounglady

Retha:(smiledshyly)thanksmma.

Lucia:youremindmealotofLesedisheisas

smoothasyou.Okareletlhapakamashi(it'slike

youbathwithmilk)

Retha:hahareally?Ican'twaittoseeher.Ithought

shewasalreadyhere

Lucia:sheiscomingdon'tworry.



Retha:I'veseenheronFacebooksheisbeautiful

andshelooksalotlikeyou.

Lucia.Hahahareally?

Retha:yah

Lucia:gorayaforkemontlethen.

TheycontinuedchattingandoutsideaBMW5

seriessloweddownattheirgate.Lesedi'sheart

skippedrealizingthetreewaspackedwithpeople

shewasnotfamiliarwith.Shesteppedoutofthe

carandopenedthegatethenAndiledrovethrough.

Herheartpoundedasshewalkedbehindthecar

towardsthetree.

GOODDAYPLEASELIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE.

[10/19,15:50] :MYCRUSH



*93

TheycontinuedchattingandoutsideaBMW5

seriessloweddownattheirgate.Lesedi'sheart

skippedrealizingthetreewaspackedwithpeople

shewasnotfamiliarwith.Shesteppedoutofthe

carandopenedthegatethenAndiledrovethrough.

Herheartpoundedasshewalkedbehindthecar

towardsthetree.

AndilecametoahaltnexttoMoabi'sLegend

45.ThenLesediapproachedhimandsignaledto

himthathecomeout.Atthetreealleyeswereon

theBMWandtheguyswerealreadydiscussingit.

LuciaandRethasteppedoutofthehouseand

noticedLeseditalkingtoAndileleaningbythe

driverswindow.Rethaexcitedlywalkedtothetree

thenLuciaputawaythedishclothshewasholding

andfollowedherwithasigh.



Andilesteppedout.ThenLeseditookfromthecar

herlittleGuccihandbagandiPhone.Thepair

slowlywalkedtowardstherestofthepeople.They

wereimpeccablydressedinsmartcasualoutfits

thatscreamedwealth.Theirexpensivecolognes

greetedeveryoneevenbeforetheyutteredany

words.Theybowedlowgreetingallandshook

handswitheveryoneatthetree.Whenshecameto

hermomLesediopenedherarmswidelyrequesting

forahugandLuciaalsoopenedhersandthey

tightlyembracedforawhilebeforeshekissedboth

hermom'scheeks.

Shewhisperedtoherears.

Lesedi:I'mhappyI'mhome

Realizingtheawkwardnessaseveryonestaredat

themandAndilestooduncomfortablelooking

around.ShequicklyletgoofLesediandoffered

Andiachair.Lesedialsograbbedachairnextto

Andiandtheysatdown.



LuciarequestedReatobringheranotherchairand

shesatdownshortlyafterthechairwasbrought.

Monkgogi:Sediolekgoahelagofetsajaanong

motlogololookafyou.Andlenkgasekgoa

bongwanakeleaithokomela

Lesedi:haha!ThanksalotuncleM.

BoboquietlylookedatLesedithenhestoodup

walkingaway

Lesedi:ahBbareyounotgoingtogivemeahugne

nkgonne?

Bobo:I'mcoming(hespokestillwalkingaway)



KagisoandRebanoticedtheawkwardnessand

exchangedglances.Rethakeptstealingglances

admiringLesedifromhersneakers,watch,phone

andhandbag.Everythingscreamedclassandshe

wasimpressed.ThenMoabibroketheice.

Moabi:SediIbroughtyouvisitorsandtheyare

lookingforwardtomeetyouespeciallymydaughter

Retha.

Lesedi:(smiling)ohI'mquiteimpressed.Youjust

madethisthebestChristmas.

Moabi:Icanimagineyouaregoingtoshare

Instagramthingskanagatualo

Lesedi:haha!youaresocorrectMr.Moabi.You

honestlygotstylesir



Rethagiggledlookingathisfatherandenjoyingthe

wholeconversation.ThenLucychippedin.

Lucia:Sediyouarewelcomehomedaughter.O

fithelarenalebaeng

Shefixedhereyesonherseriouslylistening

Lesedi:eemma

Lucia:MrMoabiandhisfamilydecidedtopayusa

visitandhaveChristmaslunchwithus.

ShewasquiteconvincedatthemomentthatMoabi

andhermother'srelationshipwasatanotherlevel.

Theexcitementthatdrippedfromherwordswhen

shementionedhisnamesaiditall.



Lesedi:I'mgladtheycame.Christmasesareusually

lonelyforus.ItmeansalotMrMoabi

Moabinoddedsmiling

Lucia:(Pointing)ThisisKqgiso.Moabi'sfirstborn

son,thenthisisRebaone,histhirdbornthenlasty

keRethathegirl.

Lesedi:mamayouskippedthesecondbornisn't

Rebaonethesecond.

Lucia:ohsorrythesecondbornisMasegosheisin

Mochudi,marriedthere.

Andileyawnedlikehewasboredastheyspoke.

Lesedi:ohokaynicemeetingallofyou



Kagiso:nicemeetingyouLesediwe'vebeenlooking

forwardto

Rebaone:nicemeetingyouSedi

Retha:I'mparticularlyhappytomeetyou.I'vebeen

wishingtoeversinceIheardaboutyou.

Lesedi:haha!Rethammathanksalot.

Lucia:JaanongSediit'stimeforyoutointroduceyo

mongweodidimetsefelagaaitsegorearengand

wenaoiketileotseredikgang

Lesedi:ohGodexcusemymannersplease.Babe

meetmymom.



Hefakedasmileandbowedlowinrecognitionof

Lucia.

Lesedi:ThenthisisMrMoabiheisthecouncilorof

thisarea.Ijustlearnthecameforwithhisfamilyto

eatlunchwithus

Andile:oknicemeetingyouMrMoabi.

Moabi:nicemeetingyouson

Lesedi:thisisuncleMonkgogi

Andile:nicemeetingyouuncle

Monkgogi:tankipapa

Lesedi:ThisisAndileheismyboyfriend.



TherewasanawkwardsilencethenMonkgogi

uttered:

Monkgogi:tsenaBanabasesha!!lonatheletshela

monate.Nnabommekanakanakotsaronaoneo

kakasekeokanyelegoatumelakaboyfrente.Ba

nebaregatelela.Welcomemogwewame!

Lesedi:AndidoesnotunderstandSetswanaoutlwa

justalittlebit.

Lucia:oh..KaywheredoyoucomefromAndi

Andi(smiledabit)IamasouthAfricanfromKZN

Lucia:okayyouarewelcome



Andi:thanksmam

Lucia:SedigotothehouseanddishfoodforAndi,

Rethabringhimsomejuiceandwaterforwashing

hands

Thegirlsrushedtothehouse.LesedimetReaon

thewayandbumpedfistwithhimandthey

chucklednaughtily.

Therestofthepeopleatthetreestartedtowarmup

totheawkwardnessandchattedaboutthisandthat.
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AtOB'shomevillage

Obakeng,hissistersandcousinssatonplastic

chairsinfrontoftheirhousedrinkingandchatting.

Hismotherandauntswerelyingonmaizemeal

sackmatsunderthetreeshadesdiscussingrain

andploughing.

MmaMantle:MmaPrettytheogodisitsenkaboabo

ngwanakebaberekabothenkaNona.

MmaPretty:yahtheyvegrownConniemmegagwe

kanagatwekeattachmentTseotsabonegaaisea

bonepermanent

MmaMmusi:Ilikethefactthatyourchildrenare

unitedgapekanaBanababatlanggaeka

Christmasmalatsiabawelwa.Okammonakae

Bikikogonna.Idon'tevenknowwhereheis.Look

atObakengheissogrownandresponsible



MmaPretty:keBanabamodiidibaitekaI'vereally

sufferedraisingthemalone.

MmaMantle:mothoyoObakenghowmanychildren

doeshehave.

MmaPretty:2kids.Boyandgirl

MmaMantle:wowosegofetsemmaPretty.Nna

wamekanawafirstbornoneasenyegelwa.The

lastbornisbusywithschoolsheisdoingkana

gatwePhDsheisnoteveninterestedinkidske

eletsaBanaBanaJangbathong

MmaPretty:heykidsofthisdaysareaproblem

somebakgonagoitiagotsholagotweBanaba

senyabokgarebe.LookatPrettysheisoldbutno

kids.



Theycontinuedchattingaboutthisandthat.

Meanwhilethesiblingsandcousinswerealso

loudlychattingandlaughingoutloudinfrontofthe

house.

Theo:buthonestlyspeakingObareyousureabout

thisissueoftakingthekids

Obakeng:I'veneverbeenthissurethemonna.My

babieswillbeschoolingkoJacarandaebileIwant

tostartlookingforthebestnannyforthem.

Connie:IyooObrramorwalowaBanababakana

full-time.NnaIwon'tmanage

Theycontinueddiscussingseveralissueswhile

enjoyingtheirdrinks.LateronbeforeObbid

everyonegoodbyeConniepulledhimasideand

whispered



Connie:ObareyousureabouttakingthekidsI

heardsomerumorsaboutBella

Ob:angrily)whataboutBella

Connie(stillwhispering)thatsheisnotyourchild

Ob:that'salieConniewhotoldyouthat.Neverever

saythataboutmydaughter

Connie:Obwhyareyougettingdefensiveisittrue

theyaresayingthischildisforAlex.Idon'ttrust

Jacob'sdaughterwhatifit'strue

Ob:what!!

Connie:ObthatgirlhadacrushonAlexIoncemet



herwhenIwaswithAlexsometimeatPicknPay

andshewasjustblushing.Whatifit'strue.

Ob:what!

Connie:stopsayingwhatandthinkaboutthisare

youwillingtoraisesomeone'schild.Yourbest

friendschildforthatmatter.

Ob:stoptalkingnonsenseConnie

Connie:it'strueObakengdon'traiseyourfriends

child.Belladoesnotlooklikeyou.

Ob:(walkingaway)I'mgettingirritatedneverever

talklikethataboutmydaughterwankutlwa.

Connieclappedherhandsshakingherheadand



alsowalkedaway

Obfuriouslytookhisphoneandcarkeysthenbid

everyonegoodbye.Hebrieflystoppedwhereher

motherwaswithotherwomen.

Ob:mmeI'mleavinglikeIsaidI'monnightshift.I

willpassbyuncleDithategotobriefhimaboutthe

kidsissue

MmaPretty:oksonnoproblem.

Hegotintohiscaranddroveaway.

AtLucia'shome.

LaterthatdayAndiletookLesediasidetobidher

goodbye



Andile:babeI'mgoingtothehotelwewilltalkonthe

phone.Iwillcallyouthoughjustdon'tworryabout

me

Lesedi:(smiling)okaybabethanksforbringingme

atleastI'mnotintroubleanymore.Iloveyou.

Andile:Iloveyoubabes

Lesedithenwenttothecartotakeallherbagsand

AnduleapproachedLuciatosayhisgoodbye

Lucia:okpapaI'mthankfulthatshefinallycame

homethanksfordroppingher

Andile:welcome



HethenwavedtoeveryonewhileBobowatchedhim

withaSternlook.Heclickedhiskeytoopenhiscar.

Thenhegotinsideanddroveoutasthesmellofhis

perfumestillremainedinvadingeveryone'snostrils,

LesedihappilyblendedinwitheveryoneasAndule

lefftthenjustafewmetresfromtheyardheveered

offtheroadandcametoahalt.Thenhedialed

someone.

Andile:babeI'vejustarrivedinFrancistownwhere

doIpickyou.

Voice:therearestilllotsofvisitorshere.Istayin

Monarch.LetthemgoandIwillplanwhatIwillsay

tomyparentsbeforeleaving.

Andile:okmakesureyoudosofast.Imissyou

mma.IshouldbewithyouforthreedaysthenIwill

bereturningtowork



Ame:okay.Thanksforgivingmetimeevenwhen

yourgirlisaround.IloveyouAndi.

Andile:Iloveyoubabe.Wearegoingtolodgeat

Kondwane.Babeyouaregoingtolovethishotelits

beautifulandnotintowncenter

Ame:okayIdon'tknowit.Atleastthistimeit'sa

hotelnotaguesthouse.ThanksbabeIcan'twaitto

bewithyou.

Andile:yesmyloveplanfast

Laterthatdayduringtheeveningthefamilymade

somebraaiandBobograbbedLesediaside.

Bobo:Lesediyouhavechangedyouwanttobelike

meinthepastorwhat



Lesedi:whatdoyoumeanBobo.

Bobo:youcan'tcomehomeonChristmasdayosa

bologotla.Itwasnotnecessarytocomewiththat

guy.WhyonyatsaOlady

Lesedi(rollinghereyes)Boboyouarestilllikethat

evenatmyage.I'mnotachildanymore.Even

mamaisnotcomplainingwhyareyou.

Bobo:youthinksheisnotsheis.Osekampherolela

mathoSeditomeyouarestillachild.Thatguyis

notrespectfulandIdon'tlikehim

Lesedi(walkingaway)mxmIdon'thavetimeforthis

Bobograbbedherarm



Bobo:onnakegaomosadiIcanstillpulloutmybelt

anddisciplineyou.

Lesedi(tearfully)leavemeBobowampolaya

LucianoticedthemandcalledoutLesedithenBobo

letgoofher.

Theyallsatonchairsarrangednotfarfromthe

braaistand

RethssatnexttoLesediandtheguyssatnextto

BoboandReathenuncleMonkgogijoinedin.The

coupletookseatsclosetooneanotherthenLucia

smiledclearingherthroat.ShethenheldMoabi's

handandtalked.

***



MorningsorryIdozedofftryingtoeditthisinsert

foryou.It'sahecticweekforme.Blessedday.
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Lucia:GoodpeopleI'mhappythatweareallhome

herecelebratingchristmas

Moabi:(clearingherthroat)I'malsohappyabout

that

Thechildrenexchangedglanceswaitingtohear

more.Theparentslaughedlookingattheircuriosity.

Moabi(seriouslook)OKonaseriousnote



bongwanakaleMalomaalonaMONKGOGI,we've

gatheredheretodaybecauseyourmotherandI

havebeenseeingeachotherforawhilenow.We

areadultsandwehaveyouasourchildren.We

shouldleadbyexample.Wecan'tbesneaking

aroundatouragethereforethisistoletyouknow

thatI'veproposedmarriagetoLuciaMosweuand

sheaccepted.Wepromisedeachotherthatmy

childrenwillbehersandherchildrenwillbemine.

Lesedi:wowwowWOW!Thisisamazingnewsever

Retha(smiling)wowdaddyIlikethat.Butdaddyyou

arenotromanticwhereistheengagementringyou

shouldhavewentdownonyourkneesand

proposedMmagweLesedi

Moabi(laughing)aesokakwawena!

TheyalllaughedoutloudthenKagisoclearedhis



throatandchippedin.

Kagiso:nnasamekegoleboga.Papaourmother

hasbeengoneforawhileyouveraiseduspatiently

withlove.NnatotaIthinkitwastimeyoudothisfor

yourselfparticularly.Ronaregodilepapa.Someof

usevenhavekids.Sototacongratulationsdaddy

I'mproudofyou.MmagweBobo,Idon'tknowyou

muchbutjustafewhoursthatIhavebeenwithyou

I'msuremydadwillbetakencareof.Thefoodyou

cookedwasonanotherlevelofmonateness.

Hahaha!

Theylaughed

Lucia(withasmile)thankyoupapa.

Rebathenleanedforwardandpreparedtotalk



Reba:oklikemybrothersaidlennaI'mhappyfor

youpapa.Congratulations.Youraiseduswell.You

respectedthehomeourmotherleft.Nowit'syour

time.Weareheretosupportyou.

Rethagiggledbeforesaying:

Retha:papaimhappy.IlikeMmaagweLesediwe've

metseveraltimesathomeandwejustclicked.She

issuchalovingmotherbutgapejaakaleBuasheis

thebestcookIknow.I'mreallyhappy.

Moabi:thankyoumychildrenpeloyameentsee

iteelakogodimowonderinghowyouaregoingto

takethis.I'monlyleftwiththestubbornone

Masego.ButIhopeshealsowon'thaveaproblem

Lucia(smiling)thankyouforacceptingme.Sedi,

BoboandReakgangkeyoneeobongwanake.

Lareng?



Lesedi:nnaI'mhappyforyoumamahonestlyyou

deservehappinessafterallthethingsyou'vebeen

through.Congratulations.MrMoabithankyoufor

makingmymotherhappy

Moabi:youarewelcome.I'mtheonewhoisthankful

sheisthebestthingthateverhappenedtome.

Bobo:congratsbotsadi.It'skindofachallengeto

mewhohavedependedonthiswomanforyears.

Buthonestlyspeakingshedeserveshappinessso

congratsolady.Onkgodisitsewabawa

nkgodisetsangwana.I'mhappy

Lucia:(tearfully)thankyoumychildrenyoumake

meemotional

Monkgogi:oretsentsemommepengLucy.

TsamayakorraMoabilennakeSalakenyala.



Theyalllaughedoutloudandtheboysstood

preparingmeetforbraai.Thegirlsgiggledchatting

andgettingthechakalalaready.Theyweretohave

afunfilledevening.

Athome

Bella,MiaandYarryranaroundtheyardplaying

hideandseekwhilewesatonoutdoorchairs

chatting.

Rese:Lelemmayourdaughterissocute

Fifi:verycute,nowthatIsawherfather.Bellawale

gaisabathongwenaleOb.Sheissobeautiful

Me:hahaha!thisgirltookthespotlightIgiveup.



Monei:kanaebilewalerona.It'slikesheisnotyour

child.Butmmayourbabydaddyishotleenegape

hetakescareofthebaby.SomanyClothesjustfor

akidIyoo.Gonemmelekgaogantswekeeng?

Me:canwepleasediscusssomethingelsenotme

Moneirolledhereyesandtheychangedthetopic

Fifi:sowhereisthetwinsisterLesedi.Isshenot

comingover!

Me:Ithinksheisinsomekindoftroubleit'slikeshe

waswithsomeguyorsomethingIhearddad

shoutingatheroverthephone

Rese:what!shewaswithaguyonChristmas.Nna

daddyokampolayakana.



Fifi:yohthat'sbad.

TheycontinueddiscussingLesediwhiletheelders

alsowerechattingtheotherside.

MeanwhileatAme'shouse,shesneakedout

throughthekitchendoorandjumpedthefenceat

thebackthensherantowardsAndile'scarparked

atthebackoftheyard.Shehoppedintothecarand

Andiplantedasoftkissonherlips.Sheplacedher

littlebagdownandsmiledeartoearashouse

musicplayedinAndile'sBMW.Heslowlydrove

awaytothehotel.
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Infrontofthepastor,stoodLuciainawhitedress

andMrMoabiinaGreysuit.Theybothlooked

stunning.ButLuciawasexceptionallybeautiful.

Themakeuphadgivenherayouthfullook.The

mermaiddresshuggedherbodynicelyrevealing

herbeautifulstructurethatGodhadblessedher

with.Onelookatthiswomanyouwouldthinkshe

was30yearsoryounger.Noonewouldthink3kids

actuallycameoutofherandshewasinherlate

forties.Shewasindeedblessedwithabeautiful



figure.Moabicouldn'tstopsmilingeartoear

staringatGod'sbeautifulpieceofworkinfrontof

him.Thepastorthenuttered:

Pastor:ifthereisanyoneherewhohasareasonthat

weshouldnotcontinuewiththisweddingmayyou

raiseupyourhandorforeverkeepquite

Hewaitedforawhilebutnooneraisedthehand.

Thenhecontinued.

Pastor:couplepleasefaceeachother

Theydid

Pastor:ThenMoabi,repeatthesewordsafterme.I

PaulsonKeikanneMoabitakeyouLuciaMosweuto

bemylawfullyweddedwife...



Moabi:IPaulsonKeikanneMoabitakesyouLucia

Mosweutobemylawfullyweddedwife...

Pastor:Ipromisetoloveandcherishyouin

sicknessandinhealth,whenwebecomerichor

poor.Forbetterforworsetilldeathdousapart

Moabiwentontorepeatthewordsstaringintohis

soontobewife.

ThenLuciawasalsoaskedtodothesame.She

spokesoftlyfacingherhusband.Cheersand

ululationsweredeafeningassheconcluded.

Pastor:takeyourringsandsayyourvows.Westart

withyouMrMoabi.

Moabi'sgrandsonapproachedwithrings.The

pastorprayedforthethembeforehandingthem



over.

MoabiheldLuciaslefthandandspokeasheslid

thesparklingringonherfinger.

Moabi:InyouI'vemetnotonlyawife,butabest

friend.Youareloving,caringandkind.AboveallI

lovethefactthatyouarehumble.Ipromisetolove

you,tocareaboutyouandyourchildrentilldeath

douspart.

ThecrowdcheeredandulalatedasLuciasmiled

tearfullyadmiringhersparklingring.

Themshetookhisringandsoftlyspokewithso

muchemotionsdrippingfromherwords.

Lucia:Paulson.YouareaGodsentangelinmylife.

Thankyouforlovingmewithmyimperfections.



Thankyouforcaringforme.InyouIfoundaperfect

match.Mybestfriend.Youarethemostgenerous

personIknow.Solovingandkind.Idon'tknow

whatIdidtohavesomeonelikeyou.Buthonestly

withyouGodreallyblessedme.Thankyoufor

lovingmychildrenliketheyareyours.Ipromiseto

takecareofyouandyourchildren.Lovingyoutill

christcome.

Shefinallyslidthroughhisringasthecrowd

ulalated.

Moabismiledhappily.Thenthepastorsaid

Pastor:Inowpronounceyouhusbandandwife.Mr

Moabiyoumaykissyourbride.

Luicasmiledshyly.ThenMoabiquicklypeckedher

lipsasthecrowdclappedandulalated.



Theythensatdowntocompletetheprocessof

signingthemarriagecertificate.Minuteslaterwhen

theyweredonethepastorgavethemtheir

marriagecertificatewhichtheyheldtogether.And

hesaid

Pastor:ladiesandgentlemanInowpresenttoyou

MrandMrsMoabi.

Thewholecrowdululated.Lesedi,RethaandI

sittingnexttoeachotherstoodandwaved

cheerfully.DeepinmyheartIbegantoenvy

Lesedi'sfamily.Itwasturningouttobeperfectthan

mine.Myparentswereonseparationandthe

burdenwastooheavyforme.AsIexperiencedtrue

loveclearonMoabiandMmagweLesedi'seyes.I

watchedwithenvyandcouldn'thelpbutslipinto

sadnessnomatterhowmuchItriedtobehappyfor

them.Ididn'tknowwhetherIwilleverbefullyhappy

forLesedi'saccomplishments.



Iglancedatmyfathersittingontheotherrownext

toBonniewithworryalloverhisface.Nomatter

howmuchhetriedtosmilehejustlookedworried.

Itwasnoteasyforhimsincemommymovedout.I

sighedandpressedmyphonetryingtodistract

myselffromthethoughts.

MeanwhileontherowinfrontofussatMoabi's

secondborndaughterMasegowithherbestfriend.

Shewasheavilypregnant.Herhusbandwasback

athomeinoverallsworkingwithothermen.The

ladieswhispered:

Masego'sfriend:yourdadmarriedabeautifulwife

Masego:(rollingeyes)yahsheis.Imjustworried

sheisgoingtotakeovermysiblingsthings.These

womenwhohavebeenstrugglingaredangerous.

Masego'sfriend:ahmmawhatdoyoumean?



Masego:kanapapagaarekgaoganyadiloTseadi

dirilenglemama.Theyactuallyhavetwoshops.

Twocars.OnehousekogaetheotherinGabsand

theotherinFrancistown.Thesearegoingtobethis

womanandherchildren'sthings.Papaore

kagogantsedikgomofela,imagine!

Masego'sFriend:ahmmaMashstoptalkingabout

inheritanceasifyourfatherisdying.Hewillgive

youastimegoeson.Thiswomanlookslikeagood

woman.

Masego:don'tbefooledlikemysiblingsfriend,

lookscanbedeceiving.Anywayketlamoamogela

cosit'slikekeevilfakeBuannete.

MmagweFifiwasLucia'sbestladydressed

impeccablyinamermaiddustpinkdress.Patrick

wasMoabi'sbestmanalsodressedinamatching



suit.Therewerenoothermanybridesmaids.Butall

Moabi's3grandchildrenwerenicelydressed.The

twogirlsinwhitematchingflowergirl'sdresses.

Theboyinanavybluesuitwithawhiteshirt.The

brideteamwasbeautifulastheyslowlydancedto

thecarafterallwasdone.

ThegirlsandIgiggledjoyfuldancingtothecars.

AtGaborone

Sittingthoughtfullyonthebalconyofhishouse,

Andile'sphonerangdistractinghisthoughts.He

pickedreluctantly.

Andile:daddyunjani?

Hisfather:ngiyaphelawena



Andile:ngiyaphelababa

Hisfather:myboyIwantedtotellyouthatthe

delegationthatwenttoNokuhle'sfamilydidvery

well.Thenegotiationswentwellasplanned.Sowe

arewaitingforyoutocomeandsetthedateforthe

wedding.YouaregettingoldAndiandweneedan

heir.YouknowI'mstrugglingwithcancerandI

mightleaveanyday.Sodon'tdisappointme

Andile:yesbabaI'mcomingthiscomingweekend.I

willnotdisappointyou.ButlikeIsaidIhavetwo

ladieshereinBotswanathatIlove.Theotherone

willbecompletingmedicinesoon.Theotheroneis

justgoingtobeahumblehousewife.Currentlyshe

isworkingasaloonbutonceImarryhershewill

stopdoingthat.

Hisfather:it'snotaproblemyouwillbeexactlylike

me.YouknowImarriedthreewivesyourmotheris

theonlyonefromtheroyalfamily.Othersarenot.



It'sjustokay.Themostimportantthingistohavea

royalbloodheir.

Andi:okay

Hisfather:teachthosewomenyourculturethough.

Andile:I'mtrying

Hisfather:that'sgood.Youareturningmore

responsiblethanIthought.Keepwell

Andile:keepwellbabaseeyousoon.

HehungupandAndilesighedinFrustration.How

willhergirlstakethenews.Hejustdidn'thavethe

gutstotellthem.Hewillseeastimewenton.But

onaseriousnotehelovedthemboth.
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AtLucia'shome

Thebridalteamwereseatedatahighdecoratedtop

tableinthenicelydecoratedstretchtentthatwas

mountedinLucia'syard.

AfterMoabi'sunclegaveaspeechrepresenting



Moabi'sparents.ThencameMmaC.Shewas

includedintheprogramasLucia'sparent.Nicely

dressed,inaflairblueLeteisiandapurewhite

shawlMmaCflashedabroadsmile.Thenshe

clearedherthroat.Shestartedsinging:

'Reagoleboga,

reyagoleboga,reyagoleboga.Modimowarona.

Gayoyootshwananglewena

Modimowarona..

Rebathokawena..'

Shecontinuedwiththissongthatmeantweare

thankfulGodandthecrowdjoinedandsang

cheerfullyasthebrideandthegroomalsojoinedin.

Theysangforawhile.Thenwhenthesongended

shespoke.

MmaC:yesI'mthankfultothealmightyGod.Today



it'smydaughter'sbigday.Yesmydaughter.One

maywonderwhyI'msayingmydaughter.Luciais

indeedmydaughter.I'veknownLuciaesale

kgarejwanaalemotsetsewafirstbornyagagwe

Baboloki.Whentheymovedtostayhere.Shelost

hermombrieflyafterthatandIbecameamotherto

her.Luciangwanayooloratomokeisengkego

bonehope.Omaitseongwanayommegapea

berekakathata.Irememberhowsheusedtowake

upatfouramapakamarotholemagwinyaAyago

rekisa.Sheliterallyraisedherchildrenwiththe

hardworkofherhands.AndnnaLuciaomperekile.

Ngwanayonekemoromamorethanmyown

children.Butmostofthetimesthethingsshedid

formeshevolunteered.Sheisoneofthebestcook

Iknow.AlmosteverydayIgotaplateofsomething

fromLucy'shouse.Thatathatadisconesledicake

tota.Sheisagoodbakerofeverything.Andone

thingIlikeaboutheristhatshetaughtherchildren

hardwork.Lesedicooksjustlikehermother.Andke

yooithutelabongaka.Wevebeenthrough

challengestogetherleLucyevenwhenshegotsick

Iwasthereforher.Thesameappliedtome.Moabi



youtookmyfavoritechildfrommebutIamso

happyforthat.ThisiswhatIprayedfordayand

night.Iprayedforherhappinessbecauseshehas

beenthroughalot.I'veseenhercryseveraltimes

butmyprayerwasGodtorestoreherandgiveher

happiness.I'mgladyoucameanddidthattoher.

Lucyngwanakemonnakeyoo.I'mconfidentinyou

asmychildthatyouwilltakecareofhimandhis

children.Iloveyouandyouarestillmychild.God

blessyou.

Shesmiledatthebrideastearsstungher.

ThenshehandedthemicrophonetotheMc

walkingaway.

TheDjplayedafewsongsthentheMcannounced

thatthebrideandgroomshouldstanduptogive

theirspeeches.



ItstartedwithMoabithankingallpresentintheir

wedding,hisparents,hischildrenfrombothsides

andhiswife'sparents.Hethankedthechurchand

everyoneelsewhocontributedtotheday.Thenhe

wentontothankGodforgivinghimabeautifulwife.

Luciablushedashesaid.Hetalkedabouthow

beautifulhiswifewasandhefacedherand

promisedhertoloveherforever.

ThencameLucia'stimeshetriedtospeakbuttears

justblurredhervision.Shewasoverwhelmedwith

emotions.ShethensoflyspokethankingGodfor

thebeautifulday,shethankedherhusband's

parents,herparentstheirchildrenandeveryonefor

thespecialinputtheymadetomakingthedaya

success.Sheemphasizedherspecialthanksto

MmaCandtearsgatheredinhertearsasshespoke

aboutthewomanthathasbeenhersupport

structureforyears.

AftersometimessheconcludedandMoabi



supportedherastheysatdown.Thecrowdululated

andcheered.Itwasindeedabeautifulday.

Laterthatdayafterlunchtheentertainment

traditionalgroupentertainedthecrowd.Lesedithen

steppedasidedialingAndile.

AmewasjustwalkingintoAndi'shousewhenshe

sawhisphoneringingonthetable.Withoutmaking

anynoiseshetookthephoneandpickedwalking

out.

Ame:Andile'sphonehello

Lesediwasabitconfusedsheconfirmedifshe

calledtherightpersonthensheputthephoneback

onherear.

Lesedi:whoisthis?IwanttotalktoAndile.Isn'tthis

hisphone



Ame:(withanattitude)IsaidAndile'sphone.Who

areyou?

Lesedi:youaskmewhoIaminmyboyfriend's

phone?girlimtheonewhowantstoknowwhoare

you.

Ame(laughedalittle)bareboyfriendnnaImthe

fianceemygirl.

Lesedi:what??

Ame:whoareyou?TheonehesaidIshouldthink

aboutacceptingashissecondwife.NoIdon'tthink

Icanmydear.I'mabitselfishwithmyman.

Lesedi:what?Whatisthis?whatareyoutalking

about?



Ame:whatkindofgirlfriendareyouyoudon'tknow

yourguy'sculture.Shems.Heisapolygamist.And

I'mthefirstwife.I'mtheonewhohaveauthorityI

decideifwetakeyou.OrIjustputastoptoit.

Herthroatdriedupandalumpgrewonitasshe

swallowedhard

Lesedi:thisissocrazy.Warengkantenewena?

(raisinghervoice)wareomangmma?

Ame:(movingfurthertothebackofthehouse)

hahaha!IsaidkeAndile'sfianceewearegetting

marriedsoon.Orileokagothomogelapelowanna

secondwife.Irefusedsoomonofelamama.

Lesedi:youarecrazy,canyougivetheownerthe

phoneplease!!



Ame:hahaha!!givemyhubbyphonetotalktoyou.

Whoareyou?OnnakaecosnnaIspendsaysand

nightsherewithAndi.WenawaboOleKae?Justgo

backthere.Don'teverthinkyouaregoingtospoil

whatwehave.GirlAndiisminedealwithit.Unless

youwantmetofightwithyouthehardway.

Lesedi:(sighed)themmakekopagoBualeAndile

please

Ame:youwantmetohanguponyou

Lesedi:soyouaresleepingwithhim?

Ame:IsaidI'mhisfianceewhichpartdidyounot

understand?I'malsoexpectinghischildyoushould

backoff



Lesedi:Ican'tI'mexpectinghischildalso

Ame:haha!itdoesnotmakeyouspecialthoughyou

arestilljustagirltohim.Heismarryingme.

Lesedi:themmawena,what'syournameagain?

Ame:justsayMmaAndile

Lesedi:themmagiveAndilethephone.Whereishe

kante?Didyoustealhisphone?

Ame:bonamoghelstayawayfrommymanorelse

youwillbeamaddoctor.Ntatekengaka

Shequicklyhungupbeforesherepliedandtears

floodedhereyeswhileherheartwasdrumming

againstherchest.Sheturnedaroundandbumped



onRethaassherubbedhereyestryingtolookokay.

Kindlylike,commentandshare.GOODNIGHT
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Shequicklyhungupbeforesherepliedandtears

floodedLesedi'seyeswhileherheartwas

drummingagainstherchest.Sheturnedaround

andbumpedonRethaassherubbedhereyes

tryingtolookokay.

Retha:Sedi.AuntyMmacsaidweshouldgoand

collectsomeofthegiftsatherhouse.Itsalmost

timeforannouncingofgifts

Sedi:(voicetrailingoff)OKletmeaskReatogowith

you.(shoutedcallingRea)andLelekeyoleaskher



toaccompanyyouguysIneedlietodown

Retha(lookingatherwithaworriedlook)areyou

okaySedi

Sedi:I'mfinejustfeelingabitdizzyIthinkit's

exhaustion.Letmeliedownabit.Iworkedalot

yesterday

Retha:youoverworkedthemmaSediItoldyou.OK

goandrestIwillletothershelpme

Sedi:(rubbedhertearyeyes)hopeyouwillbefine.

Youwon'tfeeloutofplacewithoutmycompany

right?

Retha:noI'mfineI'malreadyusedtoKelsIwillsit

withher.



Sedi:ok.

Lesediavoidedpeopleandrushedherwaytoher

mother'sbedroom.Shelockedherselfinsideand

criedlikeababy.

MeanwhileatAndile'shouseAmetiptoedinthe

housethenshedeletedLesedi'scalllogandplaced

thephoneonthetable.Shesmiledandheadedto

themasterbedroomwhereAndiwasshowering.

Sheremovedallherclothesandsteppedinjoining

himintheshowerstartlinghim.

Andile:ohmyGodbabeyouscaredthehelloutof

me.Whysneakingonme

Ame:sorrymybabeit'sasurprise.



Andile:IneedanintercombabeyouwillkillmeI'm

notusedtosurprises.

Ame:sssshhh!

Sheplacedherfingeronhermouthandturned

aroundtwerkingonhisprivatesashismanhood

jerked.Hekissedheralloverandsavoredright

insidetheshower.

Minuteslatertheycuddledonhisbigkingbed

watchingamovieonabigscreenmountedonhis

bedroomwall.

Andi:ngiyakuthandababe

Ame:Namifuthisthandwa.



Andi:babeIhavetogohomethisweekend

Ame:okaymylove.

Andile:babethereissomethingIhavetotellyou.

Ame:goonmylove

Amesaidwhileplayingwithhisbigears

Andile:IcomefromtheroyalfamilylikeIoncetold

yoy,andIhavetotakethefirstwifeasawoman

fromtheroyalfamily.WearealsopolygamistandI

wasthinkingyoucouldbemysecondwife

Ame:noproblemlove.

Andile:justlikethatbabe



Ame:yesit'syourculturelove,I'mnotheretojudge

orchangeyou.I'mheretoloveandsupportyou.So

I'mokaywithit.JustonethingIwillaskfromyou

Hesmiledandgaveherapeckonherforehead

Andile:wowyoutalklikearealwoman.Ask

anythingyouwantbabe

Ame:babecanyoutakemeasthesecondwifeand

letgoofLesedi.

Andile(sighed)it'snotgoingtobeeasybabybutI

getyourpoint.Iwilltrymybest.Justleavethe

wholethingtome

Ame:IloveyouIwillnotputyouunderanypressure



Andile:thanksforunderstandingmylove.Iloveyou

too.

Theykissedsoflyandshelaidonhischestwitha

smile.

LaterthatdayLeseditypedseveralmessagesfor

Andileandkeptondeletingthem.Thenshesighed

andfinallysettledforthis.

"babeIwillbeonthefirstbustoGabstomorrowI

can'twaittoseeyou.AtleastIwillspendadaywith

youbeforeIflybacktoLondon.IloveyouandI

wantyoutopromisemethatyouwillloveme

foreverbabe"

Sheplacedthephoneunderthepillowthenstepped

out.Shegotinsidethebathroomandwashedher

face.Thenshesteppedoutastherewasa



deafeningnoiseofchoirsandpeoplegathered

aroundwatching.ShebumpedintomeandI

noticedhowoutofthemoodshelooked.

Me:Sediareyouokay?We'vebeenlookingforyou

formorethan3hours.ThenRethatoldmeyousaid

somethinglikeyouwanttoliedown.Iwasjust

abouttogohomebutI'vebeenworriedaboutyou.

Sedi(sighed)I'mokay.Thanksforcaringlove.Is

daddystillhere?Iwanttotalktohim.Thanksfor

yoursupportandinputInmommy'swedding

Me:anytime,youaremysisterSedianythingforyou.

DaddyisstillthereatthetentIwasabouttoleave

withhim.Youdon'tlookfinethough

Lesedi:eishIwillbeokaysisrelationshipthings.

(tearfully)I'mjustbreakingdown.Thelongdistance

iskillingmeLele.MyguyisstayinginGABSandIm



thatfar

Lele:eishIunderstandlongdistanceisnoteasy.

Gapeyalonaeworsemma.EKareronarepalelwa

keboGabsandFtown.ButsisIthoughtyouarestill

availableIwantedtotakeyoutomybeautyspa.I've

juststartedbuyingequipmentsforit,sponsoredby

daddy.GapemaybeIcandoyournailsbeforeyou

go

Lesedi:wowLelecongratsmysis.I'msohappyfor

you.Youwillhavetotakemetonightanddomy

nailscosfirstthinginthemorningIwanttoleave

forGabs

Me:ahIthoughtyourflightisMondayeveningwhy

areyouleavingearly?

Lesedi:relationshipmothowameeish!



Me:eishnnakanayoucan'tbelievekenale6

monthskesajole.itakenightstandsonceinawhile.

Igenerallygaveuponlovewaitse.

Lesedi:why?

Me:I'mjustnotinterestedinmenanymore.GapeI

wasfocusingonbuildingmylife.Plusmyfamilyis

goingthroughalot.

Lesedi:OKIunderstand.I'mproudofyouLele.Now

yousoundmaturethanthelasttimeIwashere.

Don'tworryitwillbeoverwhatdaddyandyour

Momaregoingthrough

Me:IenvyyourfamilySedi.WhatyourMomand

Moabihaveisbeautiful

Sedi:yahitis.



Me:yahitis.DaddykeyoleIthinkhewantstogo

homelet'sgoseehim.

Wehurriedtowardsmyfatherthenansmsreported

onLesedi'sphone.Whensheopenedithereyes

nearlypoppedoutoftheirsockets...
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Shereadthemessageoverandoveragain.

'BabeI'mgoingtoseemyparentsURGENTLY.So

youwilltravelwellI'mnotgoingtoseeyoubefore

youtakeyourflight.Hopeyouareenjoyingyour

mom'swedding.'

Shetriedhisnumberanditwasoff.Thenshe

sighed.

Me:let'sgoSedi,ithinkdaddywantstogohome

Sherubbedhertearyeyesandslidbackherphone

inthepocketthenfollowedmeandwestopped



wheredaddywaschattingwithsomemen.

Daddy:I'vebeenlookingforyougirls.I'mkindof

tiredneedtogoandresttomorrowIhavea

businesstrip.

Me:okaypapaIthinkyoucangoIwillcomewith

Bonnie.IwillaskhimtodropSediandIatthe

beautyspa.Iwillbeshowinghertheplaceand

doinghernails.

Daddy:thislate,can'tshedoitinthemorning

Me:nosheistravelinginthemorning

Hebidthemenhewastalkingtogoodbye.

Daddy:okIthoughtyouarenotleavingthatearly

Sedi.Whyareyousoquiteareyouokay?



Sedi:imfine.

Daddy:youarenot.Icanseeitrightthroughyour

eyes.Thereissomethingeatingyouwhatisit?

Sedi:I'mokaypapajusttired.

Daddy:youarelyingtomeandIcanseeit.IsSedi

okayLele?

Me:Ithinkit'sjustgirlsthing.Leaveittome.Sedi

andIwilltalk.

Daddy:Ifyousaysomygirls.Theoldmanwillback

off.OkgetinsidethecarsothatIwithdrawLesedi's

money.LeletomorrowI'mtravelingtoMaunmma

youhavethehometoyourself



.

Me:okpapaIwilltakecareofeverything.

Webothhoppedintoourfather'scarandLesedi

silentlypressedherphoneasIworriedlystaredat

her.

AttheAtmdaddywithdrewP3000whilewe

remainedinthecar.Hewalkedbackandgotinside

thecarthethenclosedthedoor.

Daddy:SediIwishIcouldhavegivenyoumore.

Maybe5thousandsinceI'mgoingtoseeyouafter

alongtime.ButI'm brokemygirl.I'vehelpedyour

sisterestablishherbusiness.(countingthenotesto

P2500)hereisthelittle2.5kyouwillseewhattodo

mygirl.GoandfocusatyourschoolIcan'twaitto

seeyoucomebackasadoctor.

Lesedi:thankyoudad,thisisgreat.Youarethebest



dadeverandyoualwayshaveyourchildren'sbest

interestatheart.ThelasttimeIwashereyougave

me3k.iappreciateyourefforts.I'msohappyfor

thistota.Iknowit'sgoingtogodownwhenI

changeitbutIappreciate.Leleisalsoblessedto

haveyouasafather.I'mhappyaboutwhatyoudid

forher.Youareagoodfatherpapa.

Daddy:thanksalotmygirl.I'mtryingtomakeyou

happyhakebateletogalelelelaMadiabanna

okaregakelethokomele.Takecareofyourselves.

LelethisP500isforyou.Youwillbuywhateveryou

willneedinthehousethe3daysthatIwillbein

Maun.

Me(receivingthemoneyandsmiling)wowthanksa

lotpapa.

Hethenstartedtheengineanddrovebackto

Lesedi'shousewherehedroppedusoff.



AtGaborone

Inherbigmansion,Maviscuddledwithhernew

manattheprivatelounge.Themanthenplacedher

feetonhislap.Hesqueezedsomemassageoilon

hispalmsthenhestartedmassagingherfeet.She

relaxedwithhereyesclosedandherheadonthe

pillowasthemandidmagictoherfeet.Aftera

whilethemanpulledhercloserandplantedasoft

kissonherlips.

Him:babeyouarethemostbeautifulwomanI've

everseen.Notjustbeautifulbutsmarttoo.Ijust

can'tgetenoughofthisbeauty.Babeat48youlook

30doyouknowthat

Mavis:hahastopitrightthereDave.Oanthogathe

ngwanyanakewena.Kantewenawarekemonkana

wagago



Shesaidasablushcoloredhercheeks.

Dave:babeIsaidyoushouldstopcallingme

ngwananyanathemma.AhmmaI'moffendedright

now.

Mavis(tracinghermanicuredfingersonherbroad

chest)sorrymyhandsome.Youaresocutewhen

youareangry.Buthonestlyspeakingyouareyoung

dudeandthethingsyoudotomeI'venever

experiencedthemfromanywhere.Koorebabeyou

takemeplaces.

Dave:youarethebestthingthateverhappenedto

me.(seriouslook)babewhenisthedivorcebeing

finanlised.Iwanttohaveallofthistomekesa

tshabesepe.Imafraidtobesuedmylove.

Mavis:don'tworryit'sgoingtobesoonerthatyou



canthink

Dave:Ican'twait.

Mavis:justenjoyyournewmachineandleave

everythingtome.Wearegoingtocelebratethe

divorceatIndonesia.

Dave:wow!Balimothowame.Babeandthiscarisa

realmachinelikeyouaresaying.Koorewithoutyou

I'mnothingMav.BabeIloveyou

Hetickledherandshechuckledastheyrolledon

thecouchandstartedplayfulthrowingcushionson

eachother.

Mavis:(withachuckle)babeit'salmosttimeupgo

andpickupYarryandbringtakeawaysbecauseit's

lateIcan'tcook.



Dave:howaboutIcookfishforyouthenIgetablow

atthekitchen

Mavis:heyyoucrazyloverboyngwanaotlaboale

kae.

Dave:okayIneedtohaveyouinthekitchen.Doyou

knowhowgooditistohavesexinthekitchen.

MaybetomorrowwhenYarryisatthechessclub

Mavis:hahaha!Davetlheonaughtyboy

HeFrenchkissedherandendedwithapeckonthe

forehead.HegrabbedtheBenzkeysfromthetable

andwalkedouttopickYarona.Mavisremainedon

thecouchsmilingeartoearwhileshepressedher

iPhone.



MeanwhileatLucia'shome,LesediandIwalked

intotheyardandIdialedBonnie.Bonniepickedmy

callastheynoisilysurroundedthebraaistandwith

Moabi'sboys,ReaandBobo.

Bonnie:Lelewareng?

Me:hithere!dropusoffatmybeautyspako

mallongorborrowusyourcar.

Bonnie:youwanttospoilmyfunright!GapeIcan't

trustyouwithmycaratnightlegone.Mothofela

waatwomontholdlicensethat'saseriousriskLele.

Me:okmybrotherIknowyoudon'ttrustmebut

trustLesedileeneshehasadriver'slicense

Bonnie:God!yougirlsdoyoureallyknowhowto

driveorkedilicensefela



Me:wearesuperexcellent.

Bonnie:okcomeandgetthekeysrekocornengya

jaratafagokgobokanetswengbraaistand.Please

takecareofmycarLele.

Me:yessirwilldoexactlythat.

LesediandIhurriedtothecornertogetthekeys

fromBonnie.Itwasnightalreadyandpeoplewere

dispersingtotheirdifferentlocations.Lucia'sin

lawswerealsogoneandthecouplegotintotheir

cardrivingtoAdansoniahotelwheretheywereto

spendtheirnight.

LesediandIgotinsidethehouse.ShetriedAndile's

numberanditwasstilloff.Lesedichangedintoa

comfortableshortdenimdressandapairofpuma

sneakers.Shewashedherface,freshenedupand



sprayedherselfwithhercologne.Ialsotookmy

backpackfromLesedi'sandchangedintoshorts

andatanktop.Ifreshenedupalso.Thenwewalked

out.

Lesedi:let'srushtothecar.I'mabitstressedgake

bateBoRethabampona.Sheistoohypergaabate

kelemostresengjaanannakeIwillseeherphakela

Me:ok.Thecaristhatsidelet'sgo.

IclickedthecarmobilizeandunlockedBonnie's

Golf.ThenIgotatthedriversideandLesedi

hoppedintothepassenger'sside.Iplayedhis

housememorystickthendroveout.

Lesedi:thereissomethingIwanttotellyou.

Me:okayfeelfreesisIcanseeyouarenotyourself



Lesedi:I...
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HAVINGTOWAIT.ORDERYOURCOPYATP160.

POETRYLOVERSGETABOOKWITHA
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Lesedi:imstressedsis,thereisthisguyILOVEhim

somuch.ButheisaZulu.Andfromaroyalfamily

soI'mafraidtheymightwanthimtomarryseveral

wivesasinlikepolygamy.(tearyeyes)Ican'tbring

myselftosharehimIlovehimsomuch



Me:(attentively)okayIunderstandsis.Didyouever

discussthiswithhim.

Lesedi:notreally,I'mjustscaredofthetopic.I

alwaysignoreitwhenI'mwithhim.Ionceheard

himdiscussingitwithhisparentsbuttherewere

talkinginZuluIdidnotclearlygetit.NowIjust

receivedamessagefromhimsayingheisurgently

neededathome.Whatiftheywanthimtomarrya

Zulugirl.Whatifhisfamilydonotacceptme.I'm

stressedLele.

Me:Sedifirstofallifthismanlovesyouenoughhe

shouldhavesatdownwithyouandexplainedhis

culturetoyou.Heshouldbetransparentenoughto

tellyouwhyheisgoinghome.Lesediyouusedto

beboldandfocused.Youusedtoteachmealot

aboutrelationshipswhenwewerestillyoung.I've

madealotofmistakesbutIneverreallyforgetthe

chatsweoncehad.Don'tletthisguystealyour



peace.Don'tcryforhimlikethat.Hecan'tjustwalk

awayfromyouknowingyouareleavingandyouare

goingtoseehimaftersomanymonths.Idon'tsee

hisseriousnesshere.

Lesedi:IlovehimLele.Iknowallyouaresayingis

rightandI'mdeeplyhurtbythetruthI'masking

myselfquestionslikewhatamIgoingtodoifIfind

outhedoesn'tlikemethewayIdo.

Me:itwillsoonrevealitselfmysister.NnaI'mtired

ofmen.TherewasapointwhereIbrokemy

principlesanddidthingsoutofcharacterformen.

ButwhatdidIgain?emptiness.Ifeltsoemptysedi

moelenggorenekeiponakesemotho.Becauseat

onepointinmylifeImademenapriority.Kesantse

kebaeletsaeebutI'vechangedmypriorities.I've

shiftedmyfocustobuildingmylife.AndIfeel

contenttotamalatsia.

Lesedi:wowLelewhathappenedtomysister,you



soundsomature.

Me:kedirilediphosoTsedintsiSedilewenaoaitse

gorekegodiretsediphosobutI'velearnttolivewith

them.AndnowI'mredirectingmystepstotrynew

thingsandbuildmyfuture.Theonlythingthat

makesenseinmylifenowismybusiness.

IsloweddownatthegateofabuildinginMinestone

behindgalomall,andalightingboardwithwords

KELSB.BEAUTYGARDEN(CREATINGYOUR

PERFECTIMAGE)keptflashinguswithcolorful

lights.

Lesedi:wowwowwow!Sisythisisthemost

beautifulthingI'veeverseen.(Smiledre-readingthe

words)Ilovetheringofthis.Creatingyourperfect

image!!BabygirlyoumadeitandI'mproudofyou.

Me:mysisterisadoctor.Ihadtopullupmysocks



Lesedi:youcansaythatagain.WeareJacob's

daughtersafterall.Sosmart!

Welaughedoutloud.ThenIunlockedthegateand

westeppedin.IthenunlockedtheofficeandLesedi

gaspedamazedbythenewbeautifulfurniture

installed.

Lesedi:wowLelemmathisisbeautiful.I'mgetting

emotionalwaitse.

Sheopenedherarmsandtightlyembracedmeand

wecriedoneachother'sarms.

Minuteslatershesatononeofmyreclinerchair

andItookoffhershoesandmassagedherfeetas

sherelaxed.



Lesedi:mmmm!sisterthisisamazing.IthinkIwill

alsoneedafacialthenIdomynails.Wowthisis

great.

Me:yesBae.I'matyourservicecalleverythingyou

want.

Lesedi:mmathefirstthingI'mcrazyaboutthecolor

fulnessofthisarea.Lovethisisindeedabeauty

garden.ThemmaLeleIlikethis.Ilikeour

sisterhood.

Me:babestoppingcryingoveraZuluguykeleteng

hle

Lesedi:hahayoucansaythat.

Me:fromherewegoandchillatThapamare

thatswematlho.Forgetthepolyganythingsyouare



toosmart.

Lesedi:hehethat'smygirl.

IdidhernailsthenlateronwedrovetoThapama

wherewechilleddrinkingcocktails.IsmsedBonnie.

'wearechillingatThapamayoucanaskboKagiso

todropyoubysothatyoucancomeanddriveus

home.Wewillbetipsymaybe'

Lesedi:whatdidyousaytoBonnienemma

Me:forgetBonnieotlatlaaretsayatheyarealso

havingfun

Lesedi:okay.



Somehotguyjoinedusandwechatteddrinking

MinuteslaterLesedi'sphonereceivedansms

whichalmoststoleherpeace.

'helloMissdoctor.Theguybelongstomeonly.I

wonderwhereyouare.Atyourmom'swedding??

Maybelewenaotlanyalwaat50likeyourmom.

Andiisallminemama.AsIspeakweareleavingto

Kzn.Heisgoingtointroduceme.Idon'tknow

wherethisleavesyoubutnnakemmaAndigirl'

Shesighedandswitchedoffherphonethen

droppeditinherhandbag.Shejoinedeveryone

havingfunandpretendedeverythingelsewasfine.

MeanwhileatAme'shouseshesighedforthelast

timeandthrewherphoneinthebedsteppingoutof

theirrentedoneroomhouse.Herroommatenoticed

herworriedlookandfollowedherout.



Masa:Ameareyouokay?Yousighedlikea

hunderthtimestoday.

Ame:eishmmanomatterhowmuchItrytomake

myselffeelbetterbyfrustratingLesediIjustcan't

behappy.Mymanisgoingtomarrysomeoneand

gobothokoMasa

Shesaidtearfully

Masa:AmeItoldyoutostoptalkingtoLesedi

becauseyouareonlyhurtingyourselfandifAndile

canknowaboutthatyoumightlosehim.Whycan't

youfightforyourmanwithouthurtingtheothergirl

Ame:ButMasaIcan'tsharewithmorethanone

womanatleastthereisnothingIcandoaboutthe

Zuluwomanbecauseit'shisculture.AndImokay

withhercosIdoubthelovesher.ButLesediisa



realthreat.

Masa:forgetaboutLesediyoumightturnhimoffby

fightingLesedi.ThenhewillactuallychooseLesedi

Ame(sadlook)youthinkso?

Masa:yes,pleasedeleteLesedi'snumber.Don't

fightadoctoryouwillprovetothemthatyouare

notsmart

Ame:okay..
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ThefollowingmorningLesedistretchedand

yawnedtiredfromthehecticnight.Thenshejust

laidonthebedscrollingthroughherphonestaring

atherphotoswithAndile.Tearsgatheredinher

eyesthenshetypedamessageinwatsapp.

'Babengiyakuthanda.Whyareyounotresponding

tomymessagesandwhydidyouleavewhenthis

wastheonlychanceformetoseeyou.Imissyou

andIcan'tbelieveI'mgoingtoleavewithoutseeing

you.'

Shewaitedforaresponseuntiltherewereblue

ticksandnoresponseevercame.Shesighedand

wenttoshower.

AftershoweringshedialedBonnie.



Bonnie:DrLesh

Lesedi:bigbrotherhowareyou?

Bonnie:I'mgood.Lerengletsapalehangovermo

ngwaneng?

Lesedi:hahaha!youcansaythatagain.Kelapile

goremybrother.It'slikeI'vebeenbeaten

Bonnie:hahaha!kafaleletsenglebinakateng

bonnaka,itwaslikeitwasthelastdayonearth.e

neeleiteilewine.

Lesedi:hahaha!themonnawena.Itwasthebest

dayofmylife.Imangedtodistressalot.Kekopa

lifttherra.Myflightistomorrowat7pm.Soreka

emelelafelatodaykabo2pm

Bonnie:oknoproblemsis.



Athome

InsidehisbedroomJacobstaredatthedivorce

papersandtearsfloodedhiseyesashelookedup

theceiling.Theyslowlydroppedfromthecornersof

hereyestohisears.Hewaslosing26yearsof

marriagejustlikethat.

Hehadnofightingpowerandnostrengthatall.He

hadbeendelayingtosignthepapersforawhilebut

thethingsherwifewasdoingwithyoungmenin

Gaboroneweresuchanembarrassment.Hestood

upandsignedthepapersthenhesighedandthrew

himselfbackonbed.

Itwasover.Heknewhowbadlyitwasgoingto

affecthischildrenespeciallyYaronabecausehe

wastooyoung.Butitwasdone.It'sbeensix

monthswithoutseeingeachotherandMavishad



donealotofthingshecouldnottakeanymore.

HecouldhavetoleratedalotofthingsaboutMavis

butthedisrespectshehadforhimwastoomuch.

Thetoneshespoketohimwithwasunbearable.

TheCEOpositionhadcompletelychangedher.He

wasdonewithselfblame.MaviswasnotaSaint.

Hehadtriedseveraltimestocallherhomeshewas

notwilling.Oneofthethingshismindcouldnotget

overwasascenewherehefoundherwithavery

youngboyinbedtheothertimehevisitedherin

Gaborone.

ThesadpartwasMavisdidn'tnotlookscaredor

sorry.Thekindofegothathadbrewedinthat

womansinceshemovedtoGaboronewashardto

penetrate.Howcanamangetoverseeinghis

womaninbedwithaman?Noitwasbesttheygo

separateways.Hejumpedoffthebedand

proceededtotheshower.Hewasprettysurethat

daythatdivorcewahisonlysolution.Hewaswilling



totakeonit.

Lateronaftertheshowerhedialedhisbrother

Sam:Jakes

Jacob:IthinkI'mdonefightingforMavis.This

marriageisajokeandit'snotworthitSam.I'm

givingherwhatshewants.I'mwalkingawayfrom

her.ShecanremainwithherGaboronehouseand

twocars.IwillremainwithmyFrancistownhouse,

mybusinessandmycar.Idon'tcareabouther

cattlefromherfather.Iwillseewhattodo.Iwill

startfromscratch.AtleatJakesBConstructionis

growingbig.TheMauntenderisgoingtodo

wonders.I'mdonefightingMavisSam.

Sam:yahthatwomanhastotallychangedandshe

hasgrownarrogant



Jakes:andverydisrespectful.I'msureit'smoney.

Sheisgetting70kpermonthathercompany.She

isbuyingyoungboyscarsleftrightandcentre.I

don'tunderstandthedevilthathasgottenintomy

wife.

Sam:it'ssad

Jakes:butI'mdonecryingoverher.Shehasalways

respectedherworkthanmewhenitgottoGabsit

becameworse

Sam:yaheishIunderstandmybrother.Wealways

wishmarriagescouldberestorednotbrokenbutif

youfeeltrappedinalovelessmarriageit'sbetter

youareout.Gapethemostimportantthingallmen

needfromamarriageisrespect.Idon'tknowwhat

hasgottenintoMavis.Sheusedtobeavery

respectfulwoman



Jakes:yahshetotallychangedIthinkit'spowerand

money.Imjustworriedaboutmyson

Sam:yahevenifshecanwincustodyalwaysmake

sureshelet'shimvisityouoften

Jakes:that'swhatIwant.Mychildrenaremy

everything.AtleastLelehasturnedoutvery

responsiblethisdays

Sam:yahsheisI'mproudofher.Nfananyanayole

mmeothokomelangwana.Isawhimwiththekids

koNandosbalebantlegore

Jacob:ahthat1isgoodLelegaantshelefaele

sepeforngwana

Sam:that'sgood.

Jakes:okshapI'mleavingforthemaundeallikeI



said.

Sam:Goodluckmybrother.

Jake's:thanksmybro.

AtObshouse

Agroupoffourkidsranaroundoutsideplayinghide

andseekwhileMmagweSasapreparedbreakfast

inOb'skitchen.Obapproachedheradmiringher

thickbehindthenhewrappedherarmaroundher,

securinghertohim.

Ob:Gogontlethemmayouarethemostbeautiful

womanihaveeverseen.Botsadibonebosaitire

namingyouGogontle.



Sheblushed

MmagweSasa:obtherraketlafisaMaentlogela.

Youwanttoalleatdigauakere

Anywaythanksbabe

Ob:okbabefinishupMaenownnaIwanttofeel

youwaitse

MmagweSasa:hahaokay.Babekoorefao

inneeletsekenaleBanababakanakanagao

tshabegosapotelaborramoshwebana

Ob:bakanakaeng?Ene2akereIalsohavetwoso

gotshwanafelanemylove.

MmaagweSasa:nnakooreI'vealreadygivenupon

lovetotafelaonaseriousnote.Nekesatseegore

anymanwilleverlovemeketlakamerwalo.



Ob:heelabathobanyetswewith5kidsorevenmore.

Iftstrueloveitoverlooksanything

MmaagweSasa:yahyouaretalking

Ob:doyouloveme

MmagweSasa:ofcourseIdo

Ob:willyoubemygirlfriendorotshabamorwaloo

ketlangkaone?

Mmaagwesasa:hahastopitrightthere!babyIlove

youwitheverything.YouknowIlovekids.BoBella

ebileesetseokarebongwanake

Ob:that'sonethingthatmakesmeattractedtoyou.

Yourloveformykidsjustcomesnaturally.



Hepulledheroverashercheeksreddenedupwith

ablushthenheplantedasoftkissonherlips.

Gogontlethendishedforthekidsandeveryoneelse.

Thenshecalledthemoverandtheyfeastedona

deliciousEnglishbreakfast.

AtAlex'shouse

Afterseveraltrieswithpoornetworkhefinallymade

it.HisonlineapplicationforaBachelorsdegreein

psychiatricnursingaswellasscholarship

applicationwerefinallysubmittedtotheLondon

University.Hepunchedtheairinvictorythenhe

steppedoutwithabroadsmilefinallycelebrating

justhisabilitytohavesubmittedtheapplication.

Somethinginhimtoldhimthathewasgoingtoget

anadmissiononthisone.
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6monthslater

Afterherlessons,Lesedilaidonherbedscrolling

throughherphone.Herheartnearlydroppedoffher

chestwhenshesawAndiletaggedinacertainpost

inFacebook.HewasdressedinaZuluoutfitand

sittingonakinglikechair.Therewereseveralother

photosAndthepostwascaptioned:

'Theprincejustreceivedtheprincess.Weareof



Royalty.Thanksbabeformakingthisdaypossible.'

Therewere1kreactionstothepostand800

comments.Somanycongratulationscomments

andstickers.

Lesedifrozeabitandwentthroughthepicturesto

Zoomthewomanwhowasmarriedtoherguy.She

justcouldn'tbelievewhatshesaw.Therewere

about25picturesuploaded.Theoneswherethey

wereexchangingvowsbytheriverside.Shewas

wearingAWHITEsilkweddinggownwithavery

longtail.Theotheronetheywereinatraditionally

decoratedtentwearingtraditionalattires.

Hesmiledbroadlyinmostofhisphotosandlooked

happierwhichevenbrokeherhearttopieces.OK!

soAndilewasactuallyhappytomarrythisZulu

woman.Andhedidn'tevenhavethedecencyof

lettingherknowthathewasmarryinganother

womanshecouldhaveatleaststoppedwastingher



time.Sheclappedherhandsinamazement.Then

shekeptlookingateachpicture.Shezoomedthe

girlwhomAndilemarriedandstaredather.She

wasn'tthatbeautiful.Shewassureshewasprettier

thanthisgirl!Thenwhathappened?Wasitthe

culturalpressures?Butthenthiswasthesame

culturehediscussedwithacertainmotswanagirl

whousedtodisrespecther.

Shesighedasmixedemotionsattackedher.Itwas

anger,thensadnessthensomekindofDenial.She

keptsayingtoherself.

'Itcan'tbehappening.'

Shethenburiedherheadonthetableandcried

softlyuntilherhousemateknocked.

Alebakwe(softly)Sedi,Sedi!Icanhearthesniffsin

therepleaseopenupforme.Areyouokay?



Lesedididn'tevenhavethestrengthtomoveorlift

herhead.ShejuststayedthereandAlebakwe

slowlyopenedthedoor.

Alebakwe:ohMyGodSedi,what'sgoingon!Whyare

youcrying.Gorilengnemma

Lesedi:(speakingthroughsobs)it'ssopainfulAle!

Alebakwe(worriedlook)whatisitSedi?

Lesedi:(touchingherchestandgaspingforair)it's

painfulhereSedi.OhmyGodit'slikeI'mlosingmy

breath!

Alebakwesupportedhertoherbed,removedher

topandbrathenrushedtothekitchentogether

somewater.Shewasslippingintoapanicattack

anditwasscary.Shesippedthewaterthenshe

tookslowbreathstryingtocalmdown.



Minuteslatershewasabitcalmandshenarrated

thewholestorytoAlebakwe'sasshekepton

rubbingherback.

Alebakwe:okI'msosorrySedi,thisisbad.I'mso

sorrybutbethankfulthatyoufinallyknowthetruth.

Youwillmakeinformeddecisionsfromhere.This

guyisnotworthyourtears.Butbecauseyouare

hurtjustcryitoutfromherewewillbegoingtoa

club.It'saSaturdayandwearegoingtohavereal

fun.

Sedi:eishAleit'ssad.ButIguessIwillgetoverit.I

lovedthisguywithmyeverything.Andilenekemo

rataletmesayIstilllovehim.whenIwasatmy

mom'sweddingtherewasthisotherladywhokept

onsayingsheisthefirstwifetoAndiandI'mgoing

tobethesecond.ShesentmemessagesbutIjust

ignored.ShesoundedsobitterbutIdidn'tentertain

her.ThenAndilejustleftmekelemoBotswana



imagine.KnowingthatIwillcomebackafterayear.

Thenhejustleftasamponasayinghewasurgently

neededathishomevillage.Iwassostressednako

yateng.

Ale:yaIrememberyoutellingmethestory.Itook

youfromtheairportthattimeandyoulandedole

worried.Butatleastyouhadalottotalkaboutyour

sistersowejustbrushedthisAndilethingoff.

Lesedi:yahthatwasitmysisterhadtriedtoknock

somesenseintomebutcosIlovedhim.Ijust

overlookedit.Faatswakwakeyooasimololakadi

videochatsgonnanormal.WeContinuedwherehe

leftandIjustforgotabouteverything.

Alebakwe:youmeanyoudidn'taskhimanything

aboutthepolygamyissue?

Lesedi:never



Alebakwe:ohGodyoutrusttoomuchSediwaitse.

Thisguyhastakenyouforgrantedtoolong.

Lesedi:andhisguts..Toplanawholeweddingwhile

wechateverydayandhaveawholeplanofour

lives.Whataliar??

Alebakwe:youhadaplan?

Lesedi:eventhenamesofourchildrenKiaraand

Kyle.TheZulunames,KhanyisileandLungile.I've

wentalloutinlovingthisguy.Doyouknowhow

muchIknowZulu?I'vemadesureIlearnthis

language.Istooppedlowtoeventhinkonmyown

thatifpolygamyitshiscultureIwillgoforit.

Alebakwe:areyouserious?

Lesedi:that'showmuchIlovedAndile.



Alebakwe:enemmaoneomoratakanatherewas

neveradaythatcouldpassosaBuakaAndile

Lesedi:howIwastedmytimeandfeelings!

Alebakwe:Youdid

Lesedi:(tearfully)Alebutwhyisitsopainfulthough.

IfeellikeIcan'tlivewithouthim

Alebakwe:Iknowbabes,becauseit'slove.Loveis

painful.ItWiltaketimeforyoutoheal.

Asobbrokethroughherandshecriedas

Alebakwe'sembracedhertightly.

LaterontheylefttheroomandAlecheeredherup

bycookingforherasshesatontopofthekitchen

counterandkepttalkingandtalkingabouthow

muchshelovedAndile.



AtAlex'shouse.

Hesighedaftertypingthelongestmessageever.

Herereaditseveraltimes.Hethoughtofclearingit

buthejustpressedsendanditwasgone.Thenhe

sippedawineandhistwoworkmtesknockedathis

door.Heopenedforthemandallowedthemin.

Alex:guysthereisalotofworktodohere.Weare

takingoutallthebigthingsgoremathataatrackfa

batlareboreleready.

Friend1:dudekanteWarefairwellsessioneleng?

Alex:ahmonnaI'mtoooldforparties.Gapekelona

feladichomitsamegotlatlabomanggape

Friend2:mothakayospanangkoJubileeakereis



yourbestfriend

Alex:notreallygaobonekesammitsatocomeand

helpmepack.WanyalaleeneI'mnothisbestman.

WesometimesoutgroweachotherasfriendsI

guess.MonnaThabolesanggoEmathebannalet's

strategizehowwearegoingtobringdown

everythingandpack.Thereareboxes.Thetruckwill

behereinanhour.

Thabo:ah!gonnabachelorlegone.Gawabatla

cherinyanatohelppackthisotherlittlethingsne

monna.

Alex:Wapekamonnayouaregonnadoitwenale

Lettythebanna.I'monlygoingtocallcheriya

neighboratlagocleaner.Leaitsegoreleratabiri

andI'myouronlyplug

Letty:diyakaegoriananemonnaAlex



Alex:homeMmadinare

Letty:ok,soyouclearedyourloan.

Alex:yahIdidakerelonayoukeepontoppingthe

loansledinwalemacheri.

Thabo:hahahaahthizguyisresponsible.Ienvy

youmonna.Congratulationsonceagainbrayaka.

Kananursingkecomfortzoneit'sraretofind

someonestretchingfurtherlikeyou.Plusrona

mathakaabonnesereitsegekabotagwaledikoloto

Alex:hahaha!yahnehmmegabaleakelebanna.

Nnageneralnursingformewasjustastepping

stoneforgreaterthings

Letty:akerelaitaakammeoberekilethemonna.



Gapewenaatschoolneothubadithakalaitaaka.

MonnaAlexkanamathakaamangwenebago

Sebabareyouaregay

Alex:mxm!leantwaelathebannaekarekerata

kukujaana.Hahaha!

Thabo:wenawaeratammeebileorobabanadipelo.

Malobastudentnursenesegolelelakwa.

Alex:Mxm!yoowantwaelaneasolofetseeng?

Theylaughedoutandtheycontinuedchattingabout

thisandthatastheypackedawayhishouseholds

indifferentboxes

AtOb'shouse.



Obsteppedasideasthechereographertookaside

Gogontletodoacertaindancepatternwhichshe

justcouldn'tgrab.Therestofthebridesmaidsand

groomsmendancednicelyenjoyingthesong.

"Kokokokomatsale,Gareboelemoragoresena

makoti"

Obslidouthisphonefromhispocketandreadthe

longsms.
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'Wegrewuplikerealbrothers.Fromasyoungas

highschool.ThenwewenttoIHStogether,same

class,sameroom.Wewerehusslerstogether.Re

senaMadiandwestoodforeachother.Wecould

shareahotdog.Weusedthesamesoaptobath.

Wewereeachother'skeeper.ThenIdestroyedthe

brotherhood.YesIdid.Isleptwithyourgirl.Ifailed

toresistherwhenshedroppedherclothes.I

disrespectedyouinyourhouse.Youforgavemebut

IknowdeepdownyoustillhurtatwhatIdid.Achild

wasborn.Bellathechildyoulovesomuch.Sheis

mybloodbutsheisyourchild.Youaretheonly

fathersheknows.I'mproudofyoufortakingcare

ofherandraisingherwithsomuchlove.Ishould

havebeenyourbestmanbutImessedup.Youare

agoodguyIwishyouallthebestinyourmarriage.

I'mleavingmybro.GoingtoLondonthat'swhereI

willschoolandstartlife.I'mnotplanningtocome

backtoBotswanasoonevenwhenIfinishschoolI

wanttoworkthere.Wewilldefinitelymeetsomeday.

Allthebestbro.I'mmovingmythingsto

Mmadinare.MyflightwillbeonTuesday.shap

brayaka.'



Hesighedafterreadingthemessageand

rememberedhedidn'ttellGogontleaboutBellanot

beinghisrealchild.Hedeletedthemessageand

wentintohiskitchentodrinksomewater.Shortly

hejoinedtherestofthemandpretendedeverything

wasokay.Theycontinuedwiththepracticeasthe

childrenranaroundchasingeachother.

AtAme'shouse

Lyingonherbed,aloneinherroom,shesighed

tearfullyscrollingthroughAndile'sprofile.Hewas

indeedmarriedanditwaspainful.Thekindof

jealousythatbrewwithinherasshewatchedthe

womanwhowasmarriedtoherguytookawayher

breath.Butafterallsheshouldjustacceptit.It's

hiscultureandheshareditwithher.Shewasgoing

tobethesecondwifeandherhusbandtobe

promisedtobuyherhouseinSandton.Mma

Khumalo,shethought.Shelovedtheringofthat



name.MmaAndileKhumalo!Shewillbearhimas

manychildrenashewants.Shewassoready.And

whenshefinallylivesinSandtonshewillbuildher

momabighouse.Shecouldimagineherselfdriving

anAudiorBenzdrivingthroughtoherhomein

Monarch.Thiswasherchancetofinallyshine.She

willbeahousewifeandstopplatingpeople'shair.

AsforLesedisheshouldjustbackoffherman.She

smiledanddriftedofftosleepholdingtightlytoher

teddybear.

AtLesediandAle'sflat

Around2amLesediandAlestaggeredthroughthe

corridorsintotheirflatholdinghandsandtheirhigh

heels.TheysurelyhadfunandLesedidrankmore

thanenough.Alebakweunlockedthedoorandthey

entered.Lesediwentstraighttoherroomandthrew

herselfonherbedandsheimmediatelydriftedoff

tosleepwithherjeanson.Alebakwewenttothe

bathroomtoreliefherself.



**

ThefollowingdayinthemorningSediliftedher

headanditwasterriblyachingthenshewokeup

anddraggedherfeettothekitchen.Sheswitched

onthekettletowarmwaterthenahewenttothe

bathroomtotakeaquickshower.Hershoulders

weresopainfullikeshewasholdingthewhole

worldontopofthem.Shesteppedoutofthe

showerwrappedinherpeachcoloredtowel.She

brushedherteethandwenttoherroomwhereshe

appliedlotionandslippedoncomfortableshorts,a

vestandsleepers.Alebakwealsowokeupandwent

straighttoshower.

Minuteslatershelaidonacouchintheirliving

roomsippinglemon-cucumberwarmwater.

Alebakweheadedtothekitchenshortlytostart

preparingbreakfast.Lesediscrolledthroughher

phoneandstoppedatAlex'spostwhichshere-read

severaltimes.



'GuysIcan'tkeepcalmI'mrelocatingtoLondon.My

childhooddreamhasfinallycometrue.Degreein

PsychiatricNursingthenmaybeMastersandthen

maybePhD.Wow!lovethesoundofthat.Ican't

waitformyflighttomorrow.falaemachinengwana

kewena.'

Shesmiledandsaidaninaudible'wow'

Thenshewenttoinboxandsenthimahi!She

startedthinkingabouthim.Hewassuchadreamer,

sopassionateaboutlifeandachievingthethingshe

wanted.ShewasProudthatitseemsheactually

achievedthethingshekeptsayinghewanted.She

wonderedwhatreallymadeherloseinterestonhim.

Leleofcourse,thenthegirlsthatkeptsayingthey

sleptwithhim.Yahsherememberedthedramathat

surroundedhim.Butwhatifeverythingwasall

madeup.Shestartedtorememberthedayhecame

tomeetherattheairport.Hewassosadwhenshe

rejectedhim.Shesighedandputawayherphone



thenjoinedAleatthekitchenislandarea

Lesedi(worriedly)IthinkImadeamistakewhenI

leftmyex

Alebakwe:what!(lookedathereyes)noSedi!no!

youcan'tgobacktoyourex.Exesareanogoarea.

Thesamethingyouseparatedoverwillalways

comebacktohauntyou

Lesedi:itwasnothingreallyIwasjustcrazyabout

Andile.WhoInowrealizehedidn'tloveme

Alebakwe:okaybutIdon'tsupportgoingbacktoan

exyouarenowhurtdon'tmakeanyhastydecision.

Lesedi:okIwasjustsayingthemma.Heiscoming

toLondon.Isawitinhisstatus.



Alebakwe:ohokaywhatishecomingtodo.Whyare

youevenfollowinghim.NnakanawhenI'mdone

withsomeonekeatswacompletely.Ididthatwith

HarryandIwillnevergobacktohim.

Lesedi:(fakedasmile)Iwasjustsaying.Ican'tgo

backtohimthemma.I'mofficiallysingleyo

gotwengAndiI'mdonewithhim.

Alebakwe:that'stheway,givethatguychance

themma

Lesedi:youmeanthehotNigerianguy.Heseems

likeaHeartbreaker.Ahmmaiketepele

Alebakwe:hahahayaheneolebegaaratabanyana.

Justtakeyourtime

Lesedi:yes.



Theychattedforawhileeatingbreakfast
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AtAlexhomevillage

Alex'ssiblingsandniecespackedawayhis

householdsintheirfourroomedhouse.Hismother



smiledfromeartoearasneighborswatchedwhen

hisfurniturewasoffloaded.Sheheldherwaist

proudlylookingateverythingthatwascarriedinto

thehouse.Thelittlechildrenalsowatchedwith

envyandinterest.Therewereparticularlyintrigued

bythesilvermetallicfridge.Theirlittleminds

thoughtithadfoodinside.

Alexhoppedontopoftheverandawallandsat

downscrollingthroughhisphone.Thenhesawa

notificationforaninboxandopenedit.

Itwasa'Hi'fromLesediandshehadjustreactedto

hispostwithaheart.Hepoppedhiseyesandthen

bithislipssmiling.Hethentypedareply.

'hiSedi,wowlongtimehowhaveyoubeen'

Hesmiledslidinghisphonebackintohispocket.

Thenhesteppeddownandjoinedtherestofthe



guysoffloadingthings.

AtSedi'sflat

Sheslidonovenglovesandopenedtheoven.The

muffinswerealmostperfect.Sheneededtoleave

themjust5moreminutestheywillbejustexactly

howshewantedthem.Bakingandherschoolwere

theonlythingsthatmadehersaneatthemoment.

Shesighedrememberingtheyoungher.Sheused

tobeveryassertiveandpassionateaboutlife.She

hadtwodreamsasyoungas16years.Shewanted

tobeaDr.Andshewantedtoownabakery.Her

motherhastaughtherbakingat12yearsandshe

wassoperfect.Shewassuchanambitiousgirluntil

shestarteddatingthisZuluguyandevenpictured

herselfasasecondwifesometimes.Whatreally

hadgottenintoher.Shestartedtoenvymylife.

Lesedi:YesLelehasreallygrown.Ineedtodo

somethingaboutmylife.



Shewasonlyleftwith6monthstograduateasa

Doctor.Shewasproudofherhardworkatschool

though.

Fiveminuteslatersheslidoutthetrayofgolden

brownmuffinsandplaceditonthecounter

admiringhowtheylooked.Shethoughtsheshould

domoreofthebakingtoreviveherskillsandlearn

more.Shesmiledpackingthemawayinalarge

bowl.ThenAlebakwewalkedinwithherbackpack

ontheback.

Alebakwe:whatisMissMosweuupto?You'vebeen

anenemytothekitchensincetheAndilesaga.

MmaI'mgladIfindyouinthekitchenkanaIlove

yourcookingskills.

Lesedi:haha!retsilegoswelamatlakalathemma

ronabogal.Ijustbakedmuffins.Imissedbaking.



Alebakwe:mmmm!letmehaveonewithcoffee.I've

somissedthisthemma.

Lesedi:(openingthebowl)hereyougo,yourmajesty

Alebakwe:Wowlookssoyummy.Letmemake

somecoffee

Lesedi:thankyouyourmajesty

Alebakwemadesomecoffeeandtheychattedwhile

enjoying.

MinuteslaterSedicheckedherfacebookand

realizedthereweretwoinboxnotifications.She

openedthefirstmessagefromAlex.Shesmiledas

shetypedthereplyandopenedanotheronefrom

Andile.



'BabeI'mheldupabitbackhome,afterallthisI'm

planningtoflytheresowecanspendsometime

togetherbeforeyougetbusywithyourfinalexams'

Sheangrilyclickedhertongue.Shethoughtof

replyinghimbutsheimmediatelychangedhermind.

Sheblockedhimandwenttoherwatsappandalso

blockedhim.

Alebakwe:areyouokayQueenLeshyoujustshifted

fromsmilingtoangrilyclickingyourtonguewithina

splitofasecond.What'supinthatphone?

Lesedi:angrily)AndiletakesmeforafoolAlebakwe

andI'msodonewithhim

Alebakwe:ohwhat'sgoingon?



LesedishowedherAndile'smessage.

Alebakwe:blockhim

Lesedi:Ijustdid

Alebakwe:hedoestakeyouforgranted.Whatwas

thefirstsmileabout

Lesedi:ahnothing

Alebakwe:ahIdon'tthinksoSedi.

Lesedi:seriouslyjustsomefunnymemeson

Facebook

Alebakwe:youdon'ttrustmeelegorenemma?

Lesedi:nowhysaythat?



Alebakwe:Iwasjustwondering.Ithoughtyourex

repliedakereyousaidyousenthimaHi

Lesedi:okay.Nohedidn'treplyyet.Maybeheisno

longerinterested

Alebakwe:ok

Shethenfocusedonherphoneandtypedareply

foranothermessagethatpoppedinfrom

Alex.Alebakwewatchedhercuriously.

'ohthat'sgoodcongratulationsonyourscholarship

I'mgladyouarecomingthisside.Hopingtomeet

yousometime.I'msogladyoureallyachievedyour

dream.Youhadalwayswantedtopursue

psychiatric'



ALEX:Youpursuingyourdreamhasalwaysbeen

mymotivation.YouaremyroleModellefaobonao

ilewanthalajaana.

Lesedi: sorrytherrawena.IfeelbadIhurt

youthough.Thanksforthecompliment.I'mnotthat

perfect.Iloveyourdetermination.

Alex:wecouldmakethebestpair.Ijustmessedup.

Iwilllivewithitthough

Lesedi:itshallbewelldon'tworry

Alex:okaysincemytownis2hoursdrivefrom

yourshopeweshallfindtimetomeetsomedayjust

maybetochataboutschoolstaff.Ineeda

motivationfromsomeonelikeyou.Thatisifyour

guydon'tmindmma.



Lesedi:mostdefinitely.Wewillmeetdon'tworry.I

willevenmaketimetoshowyouaroundifyoudon't

mind

Alex:Iwilllovethatompatelelemothonyanakana

themmait'sbeenmonthskenyorilwe

Lesedi:hahaha!allwillfallinplaceassoonasyou

getthissidedon'tworry.

AlebakwegaveLesedianawkwardglanceasshe

keptsmilingandtypingonherphonethenshe

stoodandwashedthecupsbythesink.

Alebakwe:yousurelylovewhoeveryouarechatting

with.Thewayyouaresmiling

Lesedi:mysistersarecrazykeBualebone.



Alebakwe:(notconvinced)ohhKay.

Lesedithenleftthekitchenandthrewherselfonher

bedandcontinuedherchatswithAlex.

AtKelsBBeautyGarden

Ismiledunpackingthestaffuniformwhichjust

arrived.Thiswasthemostamazingthingever.It

wasMaureenpantsandtopwithwhitetrimand

goldendecorativebuttonsonthesideofthetop.

Ontheleftbreastwasacolorfulembroideredlogo

forthecompany,itsnameandslogan.AsI

unpackedthemmylipsslowlycurvedintoasmile

andIutteredaloudwowandmyassistantcame

closeradmiringtheuniform.

Me:size30that'sForyouMartha,Then34isforme.



Ihandedovertomyassistant.

Martha:ohMyGodthisisamazinglybeautiful.Wow

bossladyIlovemineshem.Reyagonnabantle

gore.

Me:akeremysister,thisisverynice.Ineedtocome

upwithsomethingforthesaloonstaff.RonaI'm

thinkingkediregapetheotheroutfitabitdifferent

patternrennerechange.

Martha:wowthatwillbenice

Me:akere.

Aswecontinuedchattingacallcamethrough.

Me:Keletsospeakinghello.



Voice:hiMmaagweBella.It'sMmagweSasaIwas

sayingasyouknowthatboBellawillbeflowergirls

onSaturdayatourweddingIwasthinkingenele

Sasacouldcomeanddonicecondrowstylesat

yourkiddiessaloon.Lebatshasedinailpolish

nyanahaha!

Me:hahaeemma.I'vebeenmeaningtocallyou

ebilekegoreI'vebeenbusy.TheycancomeebileI

boughtthemnicebeads.LedithakotsagaBellake

rekile.

MmagweSasa:okdearkebatisenakomang

Me:kabothreedear.Myhaidressersarestillhaving

clientsnow.

MmagweSasa:okthanks.Mma,SasafaareoBua

kasalooneogaakgalemathengwanake.Gatwe



therearetoyhouses,toycars,screenswith

cartoons.Baretheygetfreeniknaxorpopcorns.

Me:hahhakidsnormallylikeit.

MmagweSasa:theylikeitsomuch.Youaredoinga

goodjobmmabigups

Me:okthanks.Lewenayoucanjustfeelfreeto

comeanddoyournails.Orbookusforstylingyour

hairandmakeup.

MmagweSasa:youdon'tmind??

Me:Ican'tmindmoneythemmaorayaJang.

MmagweSasa:kentseketshabatotaandthegirlI

bookedformakeupI'mnotsureofhercapability.



Kentsekegotshabafelaespeciallythatyouaremy

man'sexkeregongweotogaorekeagotlwaelaor

keagoikgantshetsa.Youknowhowgirlsareakere..

Me:yahIknowbutnnammaI'mnotlikethat.Gape

totaIneedbusinesssoeveryonecanbemy

customergakenanakoyadigrudge.Anotherthing

youdidn'ttakeObfromme.Youmethimlongafter

weseparatedsogakenabothatalewenaMmagwe

Sasa.Andyouareagoodwomanmydaughter

lovesyou.Shealwaystalkabouthowyoutakecare

ofthem.I'mthankfulforthat.

MmagweSasa:mmayouarethemost

understandingandaniceperson.MmagweKatloo

ntsenyadingalokanagoremma.Toanextentya

goregatweokgonagotshubadilotsekedi

reketsengngwanawaitsethatreallyhurtme.

Me:sheistoobittersheneedstoletgocosleene

sheismarried.



MmagweSasa:kanaIdidnotexpectthatfroma

marriedwoman.Iwassosurprised.

Me:hahahawomenthough.

MmagweSasa:thanksseeyoulaterMmagweBella.

Me:Latermydear.

Shehungupandimmediatelyacallfrommyfather

camethrough...
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Shehungupandimmediatelyacallfrommyfather

camethrough

Me:daddy

Jacob:ngwanakeitisdonethedecreeabsoluteis

OUT.Wewereatthefinalhearing.Nnalemmago

wearefinallydivorced

.

Me:(sadly)shemsIwishIwastheretosupportyou

daddybutbusinessnegosenagorenkarengkana

I'mstilltrainingmynewemployeesgabaisebaitse

dilokabontsi

Jacob:yahIunderstandmydaughterdon'tevenfeel

bad.MmagweFifiandRragweFifiwerethere.



Bonnieleenewasthereebileonalemosetsanyana

golebegagotlannaserious

Me:okpapabuthowareyoufeelinghelaWENA?

Jacob:I'mokaymydaughter.Iacceptedeverything.

ItwasasfairasIwantedittobesogakena

bothata.Yourmomisleftwithhercarsand

Gaboronehouse.Imleftwithmybusiness,our

houseinFrancistownandmycar.Kemotlogeletse

dikgomotsagarragwe.

Me:okaythatsoundsfair.

Jacob:akerengwanakesesebotlhokwakepeaceof

mind.Yaronawillbestayingwithherfulltimeand

visitingusonholidays.

Me:okaythat'sfine.Iwishyouthebestpapa.You



aremyonlybestsupport

Jacob:tankidaughterwewillgofar.Shap

Me:byedaddy

AtMoabi'shome

WearinganApron,Luciamovedaroundcleaning

thebighouseasReawateredtheplantsoutside.

Moabihadameetingwithsomehighprofilepeople

attheoutdoorthatch.ThenBobo'scallcame

through.Sheslidoutthephonefromtheapron

pocketandpicked.

Lucia:hellomyboy

Bobo:mamahowareyouletsogile?

Lucia:wearewellngwanakeandyou?



Bobo:I'mgreat.Olady,Imanagedtobuythatplotko

Borolong.Iwillkeepsavingatleastfora2andhalf.

MalomeMonkgogiodipuoolady.imnolonger

interestedinstayingthere.

Lucia:that'sourhomeboy.Kelesietseroomwena

leSediandRea.Monkgogiwalwalangwanake.

EvenwhenSedicomesifshewantstostaythere

shecan.

Bobo:okayheishnnamothakayowantenacoshe

alwaysremindsusofmolelooretseetsengngwana

andhewasn'teventhere.Hedon'tunderstandthe

painwewentthrough.AnywayOladymaybeI

shouldtakeReakeSekakatogakagosenyetsa

Lapa.

Lucia:noIthinkhewilldoformfourataboarding

schoolrelekegommatelaboardingcosobogoma



totamosimaneyolejaanakentsekelwaleene

goreatsogeatleastanosetsedithare.Heissolazy

anddifficult.Idon'tknowwhereIwentwrongin

raisinghim.

Bobo:oBatalebante.Yahboardingwilldo

Lucia:yahIdon'twantmodumocosalreadyMoabi's

secondborndaughterissayingthingsaboutme.

GatweareImarriedherfatherforpropertywhichis

theirs.ButMoabileftthema3bedshouseinSelepa

wheresheusedtolivewiththeirmother.Thishouse

heboughtwhilewewereseeingeachother.Ke

yameleeneitsnotlikeItookanythingsaBanaba

gaMoabiexcepttheirfather.SoIwantReatomove

hereketlannakemochekakwaboarding.Moabiis

finewithReaandallmychildrenbutthatchild

Masegoissoevil.Iheardherspeakingevilthings

aboutmeafterlenyalo.

Bobo:don'tworryoladyIwilltakeresponsibilityof



ReajustenjoyyourmarriagePropleareevil.

Lucia:thanksmysonIlikeitwhenyouarethis

responsible

Theyspokeaboutthisandthatforawhileuntilthey

hungup.

AtGaborone

Mavisthrewopenthemaindoorofherlivingroom

withacelebratorymoodbutherJawsdroppedto

thesightofYaromacurledonthesofasoftlycrying

Mavis:heyYaronawhat'sgoingonboy!

Yarona(sniffing)mamamama,IwantPapaandLele

Imissthem



Mavis:(clappedherhandslookingathim)Yaronao

simololebotetelengakereschoolsareclosingin

threeweekstimeandyouaregoingtoyourfather

Yarona:whycan'tIstaywithmyfatherIdon'tlikeall

theseotherguyswhopickmefromschoolIwant

myfather.Whyismyfathernevervisitingus,are

youdivorced?

Mavis:YouarebeingdramaticYarona.

Yarona:(tearfully)imnot.Iheardyousayingthat

youaredivorcingmyfatheronthephone.Youwere

sayingyouwillbegoingawaywherewillIbemama?

Mavis:yourproblemYarryyoulikeeavesdroppingat

adults.Whydidyouhavetolistentomyphone

conversations(sittingdownthensighed)I'msorry

papiIdidn'ttellyouthispleasedontcry.



AsshesaidriversoftearswelledfromYarry'seyes

Mavis:Yaya!Yarry!didimalamyboy.Yourfather

andIaredivorced.Butwestillloveallourchildren.I

loveyouandyourfatherlovesyou.Soyouare

stayingwithmeonlyonschooldays.Allschool

holidaysyouwillbewithpapaandLele.

Yarry:butIwanttostaywithpapaandvisityou

Mavis:NoYarrydon'tbedifficultpleaseyouhave

friendshereyouwanttogobacktoboring

Francistown

Yarry:IhadFriendsatFrancistowntoo.Iwantmy

fathermummy,(loudly)Iwanttostaywithmyfather

notyou



Mavis:andnowyouareshoutingatme!Youare

beginningtopissmeoffYarry.Obatlagorapelwa

kante?Youaregoingtostayhereokay.

Thenafterangrilyutteringthewordsshestrode

acrossthehousetoherroomdialingherboyfriend.

Yaronatearfullysteppedoutdiallinghisfather

Jacob:thebigmanhello!

Yarry:papawhydidyoudivorcemamaandleaveme

withher.Idon'twanttostaywithmama.Iwantto

cometoyou

Heburstintotearsandcriedhystericallyholding

thephonetohisearasJacobsadlysighed.

Jacob:I'msorrymyboyIwillcomeoverthereand

pickyou.JusthangintheremyboyI'mstilltryingto



makemoney.Sothatwhenyoucomelivewithus

youcanhavethebestlifeyouwant.

Yarry(sniffingcalmingdown.)OKpapapleasedo

so.

Jacob:Iwillson.Iloveyou

Yarry:whydidyouandmamadivorcewasit

becauseofuncleThabo?

Jacob:noboyitwasbecausemeandmummy

couldn'tagreeoncertainthingssowehadto

separatesothatwecanraiseyouwellwithno

conflicts.

Yarry:okIdon'tlikeuncleThabohesmokesin

mummy'scarandsometimesputgirlsinsidethe

carandtheykisshischeeks.Hekissesalotofgirls.



Hetakeslongtotakemehome.

Jacob:okboyIwillmakesureIcomeandtakeyou

Yarry:thankspapa.Iwantnewsneakers,Jordanor

nike

Jacob:okIwillbuythem

Yarry:(cheerfully)shappapaIloveyou.

Jacob:lovutooson

Hehungupandrushedbackintothehouseto

watchTV.

OntheothersideJacobsighedthensomeanger

brewwithinhim.WhyonearthwouldMavisexpose



hissontosuchthings?Heregrettednotfightingfor

hisson'scustody.HeangrilydialedMavis.

Mavis:Jake's!aoit'snoteventwodaysafterour

divorceyouarealreadycallingmewhatdidyou

leavebehind?

Jacob:MavisIwantmysonendofthistermheis

cominghereforgoodIwillbeleavingtofindhim

spaceatJohnMacKenzieschooltomorrow

Mavis:hahaha!waboonthwaafaletsene

mogatsaka.Keengfelaosabuenerra.Nkago

Neelagoodbyesexifyouwant.MalatsiaI'mso

skillful.Youlimitedmeforyearsthemonna.

Jacob(angrily)youthinkI'mplayingright?Iwant

myson.Ican'tallowyoutoexposemysontoyour

crazylifestylegongweyouarepossessed.



Mavis:whatcrazylifestyle?Whatdidthecourtsay

aboutYarry?oitebaditsegorereberekaka

mekwalonepapa?

Jacob:theydidnotknowthatyouexposemysonto

differentboyfriendswhosmokesandkissesgirls.

WhatifthesepeoplemolestmysonMavis?When

haveyoubecomesoirresponsible.I'mso

disappointedinyou.

Mavis:andyoubelievethenonsensethatYarryjust

saidtoyou.Suityourself.Iwasinthemiddleof

something.Shap

Jacob:I'mgoingtofightyouwitheverythingtoget

myson.

Shehungupandheangrilyclickedhistongue

throwinghisphoneonthebed.
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AtGrandPalmhotel

Amidthearomaofthesummerblooms,thecool

breezeoftheeveningwashedoverus.The

shadowsofthetreesdanceduponthetallbuildings

ofthehotelandtheleaveswereflickeringlike

candlelightcreatinganewpicturefrommomentto

moment.



Impeccablydressedinblacktiewesteppedoutof

expensivecarsandheadedtotheauditoriumofthe

hotelwheretheweddingoftheyearwastobeheld.

Somethingsoforeigntoourcultureyetdoable.My

sisterdidnottakethisdayforgranted.shewentall

outtoplananexquisiteeveningwedding.

Aspartofthebridalteamwewereusheredintoa

smallbackroomoftheauditoriumwherewewere

towalkfromassoonasallguestswereseated.

Theroombuzzedwithexcitedchatterasmoreand

moreguestswereusheredandshowedsomeseats.

Theorderlinessofallactivitiesandarrangements

wereexceptional.Thebeautyofthehallwasall

whattheguestsspokeaboutassoonasthey

steppedin.

Thelongwhitecurtainswithsparklingdiamond-like



studsthatreflectedthelightsofthehotelgot

peopleamazedandtherosegoldanddustypink

themeddecorwasexceptionallybeautiful.

Therewasabackstandbythecouple'stablewitha

balloonandfreshflowersgarland.Besidethetop

tablestoodlongrosegoldvasesstuffedwithfresh

flowersandonthesidesoftheredcarpetthatran

uptothetoptable.

TheTiffanychairsforguestswerealsorosegold

withwhitecushions.Thenapkinsweredustypink

andclippedwithrosegoldaccessories.Besidethe

toptablestoodathreetiredrippingnakedcakewith

roseGodinitialsofthecouple.

Theothersideoftheroomwasabandplayingsoft

musicasguestscontinuedtobeusheredin.

MinuteslatertheMctookthepodiumandcalled



everyonetoorder.

Mc:itisaweddingday.Ladiesandgentlemenlet

mehearthoseululationsandcheers!!

Thehallbuzzedwithadeafeanigsoundof

ululationsandthentheMcannouncedthatthe

bridalteamwasreadytowalkin.

Thebandalldressedinwhite,startedthesong

'victorybelongstoJesus.

Victorybelongstohim

OhhhhohhhOhhhh

VictorybelongstoJesus'

Thencamethegroomsmen.Dressedinbeigesuits,

dustypinkboretiesandbrownshoes.They



majesticallywalkedtothefrontasthemeloudius

soundofthechoirpiercedthroughthehall.

Thencametheman,thegroomhimself.Hisfather

proudlyheldhimbyhand.Thegroom

complimentedhisteamwithachocolatebrownsuit

withafaintcheckprint.Aslimfitdesignthatsuited

hisbodystructuretoperfection.Hematcheditwith

awhiteshirtandabitofrustycoloredboretie.The

fatherworeanadultfeatherhatandnavybluesuit

withawhiteshirtandaredtie.Averyobservanteye

couldnotstopnoticingthatthisyoungmantook

mostofhisfinefeaturesfromtheoldman.They

approachedthepodiumasululationsandcheers

continuedtosoarup.

Theoldmanpathisson'sbackandlefthimatthe

altersteppingbackandtakingaseatnexttohis

wifewhosmiledproudlythroughouttheday.

Thencamebridesmaids.Iwaspartoftheteam.I



didnotreallyknowthebeautyofrosegolduntilthis

day.Ourdresseswerelongsparklingrosegoldwith

amermaidlikepartten.Weheldsmallbouquetteof

freshflowersandweslowlywalkedalongthered

carpetwitheverystepthesoundofcheers

increased.

Wewerealsoexceptionallystunning.Westood

oppositethegroomsmeninthefrontandwaited.

Thewaittookabitoftime.ThencametheMaidof

honorfollowingthelittlegirlsthatdroppeddusty

pinkandwhiterosepetalsfromtheirwovenwhite

basketstotheredcapert.Mydaughterwasoneof

them.Impeccablydressedinflairwhitedresses

withadustypinktrim.

Thebandplayedbitsofthesong,

'Herecomesthebride'



ThentheMcencouragedeveryonetostand.She

stoodthereattheentrance.Mysisterwas

exceptionallyglamorous.Breath-takingindeed.She

worealacemermaidgownwithoffshoulderdetail

anddiamondsstudsonthechest.Theveilwaslong

andtrailedonthecapertasshehookedherhandon

herbrother.Itwasabeautifulmoment.

Tearsstungmyeyesdespitemyefforttoremain

calm.Thentheyslowlywalkedhandinhanddown

theaisle.Herbrotherworearoyalbluesuitthat

fittedhimhandsomely.

Therewasadeafeningsoundofcheersasthey

slowlywalked.Thenheplacedherrightinfrontof

hergroomwhocouldn'tcontrolhistearyeyes

watchingthebeautyofhiswife.

Thepastorstoodinfrontofthemasthesoundof

ululationscalmeddown.Hecalledeveryoneto

orderandopenedtheBibletoshareafewwordsof



encouragementbeforetheyexchangedofvows.

Thegroomsmenseatedoppositeus,whilebest

manandbestladywerenexttothebrideand

groom'schairs.Therewerefourguys.Twoofthem

white.Amongthebridesmaidswereme,Rese,

RethaandAlebakwewasthebestlady.

ThenextrowjustbehinduswereLesedi'sparent:

Moabi,Luciaandothercloserelatives.

Myfathersatnexttoawoman.Yes,themost

beautifulwomanI'veeverseen.Mymotherdoes

notcomeanywhereclosetothiswoman.Shehad

anhourglassfigureandaflawlesslightskin.Her

smilebrightenedthewholehallasIkeptstealing

glancestowardsher.Shelookedlikesomeonewith

acalmspirit.Friendlyyetreserved.Hermakeup

wasanaturaltouchthatrevealedmuchofher

naturalbeautyandhernaturalafrowasstyledina

puffwithshiningsilverclipsbeautifullycompleting



thelook.

Sheworeanolivegreensilkbodyhuggingdress

withpuffyshouldersthatscreamedwealth.Andit

revealedherbeautifulfigurenicelysuchthatmenin

thehallcouldn'tstopstaring.Theshoesweregold

stilletoswithaslingdetail.Shealsoheldagold

clutchbag.Seatednexttomyfather,theyblended

beautifullyashewasdressedinacharcoalsuit,

whiteshirtandanolivegreentiematchingthe

woman'sdress.Itwaslikethisweddingwas

speciallyforthem.Thecountenancereflectedon

myfather'sfaceasheglaredatthebeautiful

womannexttohimwasnothardtonotice.Dripping

fromhislaughterwasrealandgenuinehappiness.I

smiledalonefailingtoconcentrateonthePastor's

wordsasmyeyesfailedtomoveawayfromthe

duo.Thiswasbasicallythefirsttimeafterawhile

seeingmyfathergenuinelyhappy.AndIwasso

happyforhim.



Thenspreadingmyeyesacrossthehall,tothe

otherrows,IspottedMoabi'ssonsblendingwell

withBobo,BonnieandRea,seatedonthesamerow.

ThenatthefarendwasKenandOb.Allnexttotheir

wives.Irolledmyeyesboredbythecombination.

Butsoaloneandlonelyatthelastrowwasmydude,

thenewguyontheblock.Theonethatstolemy

heartafewweeksback.Hewasnotaguyinthe

magazine.Hewasshortwithabitofsomerickets.

Myfootballplayer.Butagentlemanhewas.Aman

thatknewthatawomanneedsflowers.Ismileda

bitthinkingabouthowblessedIwas.

Thenthepastoruttered.

Pastor:nowbeautifulcouplepleasefaceeachother.

Youngmantakethemicrophoneplease.

(theusherhandedhimthemicrophone)



Ishiftedmywanderingeyestothecouple.

Thenthatsplitofthesecondsomethingjust

compelledmetochecktheentrance.Therecame

mymother.

Dressedinaverytransparentpalepinkdress.Her

wigwasnotnicelycombedandfromadistanceshe

lookedtoodisoriented.Shelookedabitoldforher

53years.

Shethenlookedaroundsearchingforaseatand

finallytheushersgaveherone.Myheartsankjust

oneglareather.Beneathhereyeswasalotof

sadnessandwrittenonherfacewasrealregret.But

themostsadthingaboutherwasshewastoothin

youcouldseeherbones.Herhealthwas

deterioratingandshehadnoonebutherselfcos

whenshepartedwithmydadshepushedallher



childrenaway.Ifeltastingoftearsthinkingabout

allthefamilychaosthatwe'vebeenthroughbut

thenIquicklyjumpedoffmythoughtsasAlex

uttered.

'IAlexOrebolengtakeyouLesediMosweutobemy

lawfullyweddedwife,forbetterforworsein

sicknessandinhealth,whenwebecomerichor

poortilldeathdouspart'

ThenululationsimmediatelyfollowedasIquickly

rubbedoffatearthatescapedmyeyewithout

warningme.YesIwasoverwhelmedwithemotions!

Ididn'tknowwhethertocryorbehappyformy

sister.Thiswasreallove.Theyhavelovedeach

othersincetheywereyoung.Theyseparatedfor

yearsbutthenheretheyweregettingmarried.

Irealizedthissayingwastrue:whenyoulove

someone,lethimgoifhebelongstoyouhewill

comebacktoyou.



ThisguywasmyCrush,buttomysistershewas

destinedtobeahusband.Hewashandsomewith

eyesandnosesimilartomydaughters.Thereal

fatherofmychild.Asecretthatwewilltaketothe

grave.

Lookingatthemmarryingeachothersobeautiful.

Myheadsaidwhocared!butthenmyheart

whisphered,youdostupid!

Thenitwasmysister'sturn.Beautywithbrains.My

father'sdaughter.IusedtoenvyheralotbutnowI

wasproudofher.ShewasmyroleModel.No

matterhowIenviedthethingsGodblessedherwith.

Ilovedhertothemoonandback.AndItriedbyall

meanstorebukethestupidvoicewithinmethat

keptonsaying,'thiscouldbeyou.'

Iwaslostinmyownthoughtsuntilmysistersaid



hervows.Theytouchedmeandbroughtmebackto

themoment.Shespokesoftlywithgenuinelove

clearinherbeautifuleyes.

'Iloveyouwithapassionthatcan'tbeexpressedin

words.It'stoodeepIfailtoexplainitandIcanonly

promiseyouthatnoamountofwindwilldriveme

awayfromyou.Fromtodaytilleternity.Ipledge

todaytohaveallthepatienceandpassionthatlove

demands.Toholdyourhandwhenstormsattack.In

laughterandinthesilenceIwillbeforeverbyyour

side'

Weallcheeredandululatedassheslidinthering

onhisfinger.Itwasabeautifulsight.

Thepastorpronouncedthemhusbandandwife.He

liftedofftheveilandheplantedapassionatekiss

onherlips.Thehallbuzzedincheers.



-Theend-

THANKYOUFORTAKINGTHISJOURNEYOFTHE

STORYMYCRUSHWITHUS.YOUVEBEEN

SUPPORTIVEANDPATIENT.PLEASESHAREAS

MUCHASYOUCANTHISINSERTTOINVITEMORE

READERSCOSTHENEWBOOKISCOMINGSOON.

ONFRIDAYWEREVEALTHENAMEOFTHENEW

BOOK.LOVEYOUALL.


