
Loseyoutofindme



Prologue

Thedecisionwemakeinlifecanaffectour

futureforeverandthereisnoturningback.

Thisismetodaycryingbecauseofabetrayal

thatIdidn'tseecoming.

Ithoughthewashappywithme,Isawallthe

signsbutIchosetoignoredthem.

Ilookedatthedivorcepapersoncelasttime,he

tookeverythingweownedandIhavenowayof

disputingthatheisapowerfulman,Ilostmy

jobbecauseofhim,Ihavenothinginmyname

becausehemadesurethatIsufferwithouthim.

Myqualificationarenothingaslongasheis

alive.

TheonlythingthatIhaveismysonandyetI

havenothingmuchtofeedhim becausehis

fatherstrippedeverythingawayfrom uswithout



givingcareabouthisownson.

Ididn'tknowthatImarriedaheartlesshuman

untiltwomonthsago,Ididn'tknowthattheman

Ithoughtwasmysoulmatewasmyown

downfall,hestrippedmeoffeverythingeventhe

lastdignityIhad.

Mysonistheonlythingthatkeepsmealiveat

thismoment,heisinnocentinallofthis.

EventhepeopleIthoughtaremyfriendshave

turnedtheirbacksonmebecausetheyarealso

hisfriends,heistheonewithmoneyIhave

nothing.

IlookedatthefamilyportraitonthewallIcould

feelmyheartfallinthepitsofmystomach.

Thishurtsmorethananythinginthisworld,I

havenoonetoturnto.

Ipackthelastbagasmysonwassittingthere

playingwithhistoys,thethoughtofmenot

beingabletoprovideforhim breaksmyheart.



Me:"Boyboylet'sgo"hestoodupandItookthe

suitcasethenwewalkedoutoftheroom.

Thereismyexhusbandsittinginacouch

sippinginoneofhisexpensivewhiskey.

Me:"Herearethepapers"Isaidplacingthem in

thecoffeetable,hejuststaredatuswithout

sayinganything.

Tshepo:"YoushouldbethankfulIevenletyou

takethoseclotheswithyou,thisisaproofthat

youarenothingwithoutme,ImadeyouandI

candestroyyouZizipho"

Me:"Andyouhaveprovedyourpoint"

Tshepo:"Didyousaysomething?!"hesaid

walkingtowardsmeandgrabbedmebymyhair

Junior:"Letmommygo!"hesaidgrabbinghis

leg,Tshepojustpushedhim andhefellonthe

groundandstartedcrying.

Tshepo:"DidyousaysomethingZizipho?"



Me:"Pleaseletmego"heslappedmeacross

thefaceIholdmycheekhegrabbedmebymy

throat"Pleasestop"hejustsqueezemetight.

Ihearhim groanandlettingmego,Ifellonthe

ground.

Tshepo:"Leavemyhouse!"Iquicklycompose

myselfandgrabmysonandthesuitcaseIran

tothedoor.

Wewalkedtowardsthesheltertoshield

ourselvesbecausetherainwaspouringonus,

ourclothesweresoakingwet,Juniorwas

shivering,Iundressedhim andputhim ondry

clothes.

Junior:"Mom,I'm hungry"Ifeeltearsstingingat

thebackofmyeyes.

Me:"Let'swaitfortheraintopast,Iwillgetyou

somethingtoeatokay"henodsandIpullhim

tomyarmstokeephim warm.



Istillcan'tbelieveTshepo,myfirstloveisthe

onedoingthistomeandhisson.

ItallstartedtwomonthsagowhenIfindout

thathewascheatingonmewithsomeonethat

Ithoughtwasmybestfriend.

WhenIconfrontedhim aboutit,hebeatmeup.

Thatwasthefirsttimemyownhusbandlaying

ahandonme.

HestartedbringingMpumimysocalledbest

friendtothehouseandtheytreatedmelikea

servantifIdidn'tburgetotheirdemandshewill

threatentomakeJuniorpayforitorIwill

receiveabeatingfrom him.

IhadtodoeverythingtheysayIshoulddoin

ordertoprotectmysonandmyself,Iwasglad

whenMpumidemandedadivorcebetweenme

andmyhusband,IwasgladthatIwillfinallybe

freefrom theabuseIwassubjectedto.

Thedivorcecamewithalotofconsequences,



menothavingahome,melosingmyjob

becauseIworkedforhisfriend,mehavingless

thanfivethousandsinmyaccountbecause

TshepofrozeanyotheraccountIhad.

Wespentmorethanthirtyminutesinthe

shelterIwasstartingtogetworriedaboutmy

son,it'sveryraretofindtaxiespeciallyatthis

timeoftheday.

Itwasstartingtogetdarkoutside.

Me:"Babywehavetokeepwalking"Isaidtaking

hishand,thegaragewas10minutesaway

atleastitwasn'trainingthathardanymore.

Tenminuteslaterwemanagsetogettothe

garage,thestaresIgotweretoomuchI'm sure

peopleareaskingthemselveswhat'sthewifeof

thewellknownbusinesstycoondoinghere,

lookingsoterriblesomewereeventaking

picturesandIknowIwillbealloversocial



mediainfew.

Ijustboughtsomefoodformeandmyson,

thensomecoffeetoo.

Wewalkedoutafterfinishingourmeal,thereis

nowaythatwearefindingaplacetostayat

thistimeandB&Bcostafortuneinthisareabut

Ican'thavemysonsleepoutside,theclosest

B&Bit'stwentyminutesaway,Ihavenophone

withme.

IsawtwoguysapproachusIknowforsure

theyaregonnarobus,witheachsteptheytake

Ifeelmyheartpounding.

Guy1:"Mysister,whereareyougoing?"hesaid

lookingatmysuitcase

Me:"NOwhere,I'm justwaitingformyfriendto

pickusup"YouhearmyvoicetremblingI'm so

scared

Guy2:"Thisisnotasafeplacetostandalone,

wecanwaitwithyou"Iswallowedcausetheir



facesandclothestheywerewearing,youcould

telltheyarehomeless.

Me:"I'm fine"

Guy1:"Sisterweknow,youarelying.Sohow

aboutwedothis,wewalkyoutowhereyou

wanttogo,andyougiveussomecash"

Guy2:"Evenifyourefusewearegonnatakethe

cashanyways"

Me:"OkayIneedaB&B"Idon'ttrustthem

Guy1:"OkaywewalkyoutotheB&Bfor10

tigers"Inod.

Guy2:"Letmehelpyouwiththat"hetookthe

suitcaseIpickedupJuniorbuttheotherone

stopsme

Guy1:"Youlookexhausted,comeherentwana"

hesaidtakingJuniorfrom mebutIdon'tlethim

"Idon'thurtkids,mysiblingsarethereasonI

robpeopleIwouldn'tdarehurtyourson"he



takesJuniorwhofallsasleeponhisshoulder

immediately

GodpleasebewithmerightnowcauseI'm

scared

Insert1

Zizipho

ThewalktotheB&BwasfunnierthanIthought

itwouldbe.

Theseguyswerehilarioustheirstorieswere

veryfunnyandsomeweretoofunnytobelieveI

evenfoundmyselflettinglooseforgettingmy

horrifyingreality.

Mysonwasstillsoundlysleepingontheguy's

shoulderwhichIfoundouthisnameisThuso

andtheotherisSandile.

Thuso:"Ausiwhat'syourstoryvele"Ilookedat

him confused



Sandile:"Youcan'tbewalkingaloneatthistime

ofthenight,withakidandaluggageifitwas

nothing"theywerebothlookingatme.

Thuso:"Youknowtheysayitsbettertovent

yourproblemstoastrangerbecauseyouwill

neverseethem again"onethingInoticedabout

thesetwoareverysmartandIbelievetheyare

robbingpeopleduetocircumstances.

Isighandtoldthem aboutwhathappenedwith

myluxuriouslife,thelookontheirfacewasjust

showingthattheyweredisgusting.

Thuso:"IknewIsawyousomewhere,Ialways

knewthattheguywastheguyisdisgustingto

dothatonhisownson,nooffensebutitwould

beunderstandableifhedidthattoyouonly

becauseyouarenotrelatedtohim buttohis

sonthat'sdisgusting"itwasevidentthatthey

werebothdisgustedbyTshepo'saction.

Sandile:"Tellmeaboutit,guyslikehim deserve



tobethoughtalesson"Thusonoddedin

agreement

Me:"Heisnotworthithonestly"theyjustlookat

eachotherandshruggedtheirshoulders.

WecontinuechattingonourwaytotheB&BI

didn'tevenfeellikewebeenwalkingforlike

twentyminutesandsonwasstillsoundly

sleepingonThuso'sshoulderhelookedsotired.

Thuso:"Wearehere"hesaidaswewere

standingrightinfrontoftheB&B.

Me:"Thatwasquick!"

Sandile:"Justadmitthatyouenjoyedbeingwith

us,Sisigoinsideandcheckiftheyhavearoom

availablewewillwaithere"

Me:"OkayIwillberight"afewminutesagoI

wassoscaredofthesebutnowIcanleavemy

sonwiththem howironic.

IwalkedtotheB&BIwasquicklyassistedandI



wasabletogetaroom.

Iwalkedbacktothem theywerestillstanding

there.

Me:"Igotyouandthankyouguysforeverything

youdidtoday,ifyouwereotherguysyou

wouldn'thavebotheredIappreciateit"Isaid

alreadytakingouttwohundredrandsoutofmy

walletandhandstoThusowhotakeitthenI

tookJuniorfrom him

Sandile:"Howaboutwehelpyoutomorrowfind

aplacethatisaffordableanddecent,Iknowa

fewflatsthatareprettygood"Ismiledand

quicklynod

Thuso:"Ntwanathat'sagreatidea,justtellus

thetimetopickyouguysup"theseguysarenot

thievesIsweartheyaremyguardianangels

Me:"Istenokay"

Sandile:"Nakanjanisistaz"Inod



Me:"Thankyouagainguys"Isaidpullingthe

suitcase

Thuso:"NOproblem"

Me:"Justbecareful"theynod

Sandile:"Nakanjani"Ismileandwalkedtowards

theentrancebeforeIenterIfeelsomeone

tappingmyshoulderitwasThuso,hetookout

thetwohundredsIgavehim andplaceditinmy

handleavingmeconfused

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Thuso:"Youaregonnaneedit"Ishookmyhead

andtriedtoshoveitbacktohishandbut

Sandileheldmyhand

Sandile:"Takeitasaloan,youareinneedof

thismoneythenwhenyouaresettledyouwill

payusback"

Me:"Butwhataboutyouguys?"

Thuso:"Wecanalwaysmakeaplandon'tworry



aboutus"Ididn'tbelieveit.

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay,IpromiseIwill

payyouback"theynodandwalkedawayafter

sayingtheirgoodnight.

Iwashelpedtoupstairstomyroom IputJunior

inbedafterheateandtookashoeer.

Itookashowerthisplacewasprettyadvanced

foraR400thatIpaid.

AfterItookashowerItookapen,handbook

andmylaptopAtleastIstillhadthatstarted

planningfortomorrow,Istartedlookingfor

availablejobsmostofthem werewaitressjobs

andtutors,rightnowIwouldtakeanything

thereisnotimetobepickyIneedmoneycause

inthenextfewmonthsIwillrunoutofwhatI

haveinmyaccountifIdon'tgetajobsoon.

ItwasthelongestnightbutIsleptforfour

hoursatleast.



WeatebreakfastandJuniorwasaskingalotof

questionsthatsomeIcouldn'tanswerbuthe

wasanunderstandingchild.

Wecheckedoutat9:55whenwewalkedout

theguy'swerealreadybythegateIwillforever

begratefulforwhattheyaredoingformeright

now.

Me:"Morningguys"theylookedcleantoday

Thuso:"MorningZee"

Sandile:"Ntwana!"hesaidfistbumpingJunior

wholookedexcitedtowhenhewasshowing

him howtofistbump

Me:"HaiboSandileyoudon'tseeme"theylaugh

loudly

Sandile:"SisiZeejealous,morning"

Me:"Inolongerwantthatmorning"helaughed

Thuso:"Junioryougonnachawthem ladieswith

thoselooks"



Sandile:"SaythatagainTee"theyfistbumpI

justshookmyheadtotheircraziness

Me:"Wheretorightnow?"

Sandile:"Yourbudget!?"

Me:"Atleast1500-2000"henods

Sandile:"Iknowjustaplaceitisagreatplace"

hesaidtakingJunior'shandandThusodragthe

suitcasewewalkedtenminutesawayfrom the

B&Bwewerealreadythere.

Theplacewasatwobedroom apartment,fully

furnished,ithadakitchenandaTVroom with

anLcouch.

IwasasharingapartmentandR1650per

person,itwasgood,Ilovedthebedstheywere

notsinglebedbutathreequarterbed.

Thelandlordwassounderstandingshesaid

Juniorwasn'tgonnapayandIwillhavea

roommate,sowhichmeansit'sgonnabethe



threeofusIhopeshedoesn'tmindhaving

Junioraround.

TheguysleftmeafterImanagedtogetaplace

Iowethosetwoalottheypromisedtocome

everyonceinawhile.

JuniorwaskindasadwhentheyleftbutnowI'm

sureheforgotaboutitcausehewaswatching

cartoonswhileIunpackedourclothes.

IstillhavetobuygroceriesandpotsAtleastthe

mallisnearby.

Thedoorswingopentheshortestpersoninthe

wordwalksinormaybeI'm exaggeratingwhen

Isaysheistheshortestintheworldbutsheis

shortandshehasaterriblesenseoffashion,

shegavemealookthatwassoscary.

Her:"Hello"herfacewasn'tfriendlyatall

Me:"Hi"Isaidavoidingeyecontact

Her:"Youmustbemyroommate,I'm Kuhle



Mtyeku"sheisalsotooformal,issheapastor?

Me:"ZiziphoMokoena,ImeanMceleli"Isaid

withwordsstuckonmythroatshechuckled,

fakingasmile.

Kuhle:"Mmhfakesmile.Whyareyoutalkinglike

that"

Me:"Youreyesarescaringme"shebustoutof

laughter

Kuhle:"IknewIwasuglybutnotthatmuch"she

saidstilllaughingmakingthingsawkwardfor

me.

Me:"Uh..Okay"shefrowns.

Kuhle:"Youlookfamiliar"Iclosedmyeyes

causeI'm notreadytoexplainmyselfrightnow

Me:"I..Ido?"thatcameoutalittlebitlouder

Kuhle:"OMG!YouareTshepoMokoena'swife,

youarealloversocialsoisyouryourhusband"

Me:"Ohokay"Idon'twanttoentertainthetopic



atall.

Kuhle:"Isittrueyoucheatedonhim?"I'm not

surprisedheisdraggingmynamethroughthe

mudonsocialmediajusttomakehimselfa

victim oraSaint

Me:"Yeah"Isaidshejustchuckled

Kuhle:"WellIdon'tbelieveyouheistheonewho

cheated"damnthisgirltalksalotandherdeep

voiceisn'thelpingrightnow

Me:"YeahKuhleitiswhatitisKuhle"shewas

abouttosaysomethingelsethankGodJunior

walkedintosavemefrom this

Me:"BoyBoy"

Junior:"MommyI'm hungry"IswallowedcauseI

stillhaven'tboughtanygroceries

Kuhle:"Whatwouldyouliketoeat?"thisis

embarrassing

Junior:"CanIpleasehavemuffinsandjuice!"



Kuhle:"Comingrightup"shesaidlookingatmeI

mouthed'ThankYou'shenodsthenwalksout.

Junior:"Mommy"Iknowaquestionisaboutto

follow

Me:"YesJunior"

Junior:"Ithinkdaddoesn'tlovemeanymore"

mythroatjustgoesdry

Me:"Ofcoursehelovesyoubaby"hejustshook

hishead

Junior:"Hepushedme,dadhurtme"Ifeeltears

stingonthebackofmyeyes.

Me:"Itwasamistakemybaby"Isaidhugging

him howdoyoutellachildthattheirdad

doesn'tcareaboutthem?IhateTshepowith

everyfibreofmybody.

KuhlewalksinandhandJuniorhisfoodhe

walkedouttowatchhiscartoons,Ijustletmy

tearsflowKuhlequicklyengulfedmeinahug.



Me:"Ihatehim,Ihatehim"Isaidholdontoher

fordearlife"Howcouldhedothattohisown

son"

Kuhle:"I'm sosorry"shesaidbrushingmyback

afterafewminutesIcalm down.

Me:"I'm sorryaboutthat"

Kuhle:"It'sokay,yourexhusbandisabustard.

Hewasbraggingaboutleavingyouwithnothing

onsocialmedia,heisaheartlessdogandtrust

meeachdoghastheirowndays"

Me:"Ijustneedtogetajobrightnow"

Kuhle:"Afriendofminecanhookyouupwitha

waitressjobIknowit'snotmuchbutitwilldoin

themeantime"

Me:"ThankyouIwouldappreciateit,meand

Junioraregoingtothemallsoon"sheseems

likesheisthinkingaboutsomething

Kuhle:"Ihaveanidea,howareaboutwe



combineourgroceries?Wecanusemypotsto

cook,itwillsaveyoumoney?"

Me:"Areyouforreal?"Ifeelmyheartracing

causeIcouldreallyusesomeextracashright

now,Juniorwillneedanewschooluniform.

Kuhle:"YesforrealZizipho,youcoulduseallthe

helpyougetrightnow"Iattackherwithahug

shegiggleswithherdeepvoice

Me:"Thankyousomuch"Godisreallyworking

overtimetoassistmeinthishardtimeofmy

life

Kuhle:"it'sokay"

Me:"Yhooyourvoiceissodeep,youdoswear

youareaman"

Kuhle:"Don'tstartwithme"shesaidlaughing

Lateronwewenttothemallandcameback,

Kuhlevolunteeredtocook,apparentlytheother



girlwholivestotheotherroom isnotback,her

nameisKopanoMoreaccordingtoKuhlesheis

alsoaniceperson.

AfterdinnerIwashedthedishes,Juniorwas

watchingTVwithKuhletheygetalongverywell.

TheysuddenlyyelledmynameIquicklyranto

thethem

Kuhle:"Look!"Ilookedatthescreen

Journalist:"TshepoMokoenawassaidtobe

attackedandrobbedleavinghishomethis

afternoon,hisconditionisstillunknownatthe

momentandthepoliceareaskforthe

communitytohelptofindthepeoplewhoare

responsible..."Iwasn'tstillshocked

Kuhle:"Goodriddancetorubbish"

Insert2

Zizipho



Ihonestlydon'tknowhowtofeelaboutTshepo

beinginhospital,somepeoplewouldprobably

becelebratingbutI'm not.

That'snotthekindofapersonIam,Iwillnever

becelebratesuchthingseventhoughIdon't

loveTshepoanymoreIjusthopehelivesand

maybesomedayhewouldmendhis

relationshipwithhisownson.

Thepeoplewhomuggedhim surelyscored

somecash.

KuhleshookmeIlookedatherIstillcan'tget

overhershortheight

Kuhle:"Areyouokay?"Inodandwentbackto

thekitchenshefollowedme"Ain'tyou

supposedtobehappythatGoddealtwithhim,

Karmacameforhim soquickly"Ishookmy

head

Me:"I'm nothappyKuhleheisJunior'sfather"

shelookedatmeforawhile



Kuhle:"Isitbecauseofthatoryouarestillin

lovewithhim"shesaidraisinghereyebrows

causingmetochokeinmysaliva

Me:"OfcoursenotI'm notinlovewithhim Kuhle,

IwouldprobablybestupidifIstilllovedthatguy

afterallthemiseryhehadcausedmeandmy

son,GodknowsIhatehim foreverythingbut---"

shecutsmeoff

Kuhle:"Butnothingstopfeelingsorryforhim,if

hewantedtobeJunior'sfatherhewouldhave

beenonewhileyouguysaredivorcedandhe

wouldn'thaveputhissoninsuchsituations,

Ziziphobeingbloodrelateditdoesn'tmakehim

afatherbuthisactions,loveandsupportwould

makehim afatherunfortunatelyIcan'tsayhe

knowsanyofthose,soheisjustasperm

donor"thataloneleavesabittertasteinmy

mouthbecauseIhavebeentryingtoprotect

Tshepo'simageonhisson'seyesbutJunioris

oldhemighthavesomanygoodmemoriesof



them togetherbuttheonethathepushedhim

tothefloorandbeatthetrapoutofmewill

stuckwithhim foreveranditwillcloudthegood

ones.

Me:"ThankyouKuhle,it'sjustthatIstilldon't

understandwhatchangedwithhim overnight,I

sleptwithaprinceandwokeupwithadevil.

Enoughabouthim Ihavesomanythingsto

worryabout"shesmiledatme

Kuhle:"Youwon'tforgeteverythingovernight

justgiveittime"Inodwehearthedooropens

Kuhlewenttocheckwhoitwas.

ShecamebackwithaguyIlookedathershe

justlaughed

Kuhle:"ZiziphothisisKopanoourroommate"I

choked

Me:"What?!Ithoughtyousaidit'sagirl"the

Kopanopersonsmiled

Kopano:"Iam agirl"myeyeswidenthenmy



mouthoohwhenIrealizethatsheisalesbian

Me:"Youarelesbian?"

Kopano:"Yepit'snicetomeetyou,Iwillgoto

myroom"shesmiledthenwinkedatmeand

walkedout

Kuhle:"Youwillgetusedtoher"

Iwasdonecookingweatedinnerandwentto

sleep.

ThenextdayIwokeupfeelingallkindoftired

butIhavetobossupandgolookforajoband

Kuhlewasgoingtohelpmewithlookingfora

schoolforJunior,shewasreallybeinghelpful

andIappreciateit.

"Heardyoulookingforajob"hervoicestartled

meitwasKopano

Me:"YeahIam"shelookedatmeintenselyI

wasonlyinmytowelitwasuncomfortable



Kopano:"Icanhelpyouwiththat"Iraisedmy

eyebrows

Me:"Helpme?How?"shesmirked

Kopano:"Myboyjustopenedarestaurantand

theyareshortonstuff"

Me:"IwilldropmyCVthen"

Kopano:"Let'sjustgothere"Inodandshe

walkedawaytoletmefinishwhatIwasdoing.

Wewalkedafewminutestherestaurantwas

reallyclosetowherewewerestaying.

IhadJuniorwithmeandhewasbusyaskinga

lotofquestionslikeyourtypicalkid.

Wegotthereitwaspackedyoucouldtellthe

placejustopened.

Wewalkedtosomedoortherewasaguysitting

there,goingthroughsomepaperwork.



Kopano:"Luu"hebroughthiseyesupIguesshe

didn'tevenhearuscomein

Luu:"Kopano"hesaidlookingatherthen

lookingatmeandJr"Ohsorryhello"

Me:"Morning"Ididn'tknowwhethertobeformal

withhim ornot,hemightknowKopanobutI'm

hereforajob

Kopano:"ThisismybrotherLuthando,Luuthis

is.."shelookedatmesheprobablyforgotmy

name

Me:"Zizipho"

Kopano:"YeahZizipho,sheiscurrentlylooking

forajobandIthoughtyoucouldgiveher

something"

Luthando:"Whywouldaqualifiedlawyercome

tolookforajobinsuchaplace?"obvioushe

knowsmewhatwasIthinkinghalfofthistown

knowsme



Kopano:"Youknowher?"

Luthando:"SheisTshepoMokoena'sexwife

whodoesn'tknowher"

Kopano:"Idon'tknowher"aretheyseriously

talkingaboutmeasifI'm nothere

Luthando:"Onlyawaitressjobisavailablehere

isthatgonnabefinewithyou?"

Me:"Yes!"Iquicklysaid

Luthando:"Andtheboy?"IlookedatJuniorwho

washoldingontomyarm

Me:"Whatabouthim?"hechuckled

Luthando:"Ishealsolookingforajobtoo?"I

mightbedesperatebutIdon'tlikeitwhen

peoplemockme

Me:"Whatdoyouthink?"

Luthando:"I'm askingthatbecauseIwillneeda

waitressatthismomentsowhatareyougoing

todowithyoursonwhileyouareworking"



Me:"What?!"

Luthando:"NevermindIwillwatchhim this

once"

Me:"Areyouserious?Imea--"I'm justshocked

Luthando:"GettoworkZiziphoandwewilllook

intoyourcontractlater,fornowlet'sseeifyou

canhandlethisjob"Inodandkissmyson's

cheek

Me:"BegoodIloveyou"henods

Junior:"Iloveyoutoo"

Luthandohandedmetheuniform andIwentto

thebathroom andchangedIlookedatmyselfin

themirror

Me:"From wearingsuitsandgowntowearinga

waitressuniform,Iguessapersongottado

whattheyhavetodo"Isighandwalkedout.

Luthando



Ihavebeenworkingsohardtobuildthis

restaurantanditisfinallytakingoff.

I'm justhappywithhoweverythingisgoingso

farandI'm gonnamakesurethateverything

runssmooth.

Zizipho'ssonhavebeenplayingpeacefulinthe

floorIcouldseehim yawningheispropably

tiredoutandsleepy

Me:"Okaybuddylet'sputyoutosleep"his

motherhavebeencomingtocheckuponhim

everynowandthen.

Ilifthim upandplacedhim onthecouchthen

coverhim withathrowandwatchhim sleep.

Myheartbreakstoseeachildsleepingwhichis

somethingIwillneverexperiencetowatchmy

ownkidssleep.

IhavebeenmarriedforsixyearstoMelissaand

Ilovehersomuch,mywifeismywholeworld

wehaveeverythingweneed,abighome,money



andcarsbutGoddeprivedofusofsomething

wedesiretohavethemostachild.

Someoneclearstheirthroatit'smyMelissaI

couldseethesightinfrontofherbreaksher

heart.

Melissa:"Hey"shesaidwalkingin

Me:"Heybabe"shelooksattheboyinthecouch

Melissa:"Am Ilosingyou?"Iclosedmyeyes

latelywehavebeenfightingalotIguessthe

stressoffindingoutsheisinfertileistakinga

tollonus

Me:"Comehere"shelaunchesherselfinmy

armsandjustsob"I'm sosorrybabe,IknowI

havebeenactingoutofcharacterlatelyandyou

don'tdeserveit,I'm hereandyouarenotlosing

me"shenodsagainstmychestandIkissher

ontheforehead.

ThedoorswingsopenZiziphowalksin



Zizipho:"I'm sorryIdidn'tmeantointerruptI

washeretocheckonmyson"shesaidlooking

allembarrassed

Me:"It'sokayheissleepingrightnow"

Zizipho:"UhokayIwillcomebacklater"she

quicklywalkedtothedoor

Melissa:"It'sherson?"Iknowsheisaskingthat

becauseshewantsmetoexplainmore.

Me:"SheisfriendswithKopanosheneededher

jobandIneededawaitressimmediately,soshe

waswithhersonIhadnochoice"

Melissa:"Okay,nexttimesheshouldn'tbringher

sontoaworkplace"

Me:"wereyouevenlisteningtomekodwa

Melissa?"

Melissa:"Iwasjustsaying,nowIcan'tevenhave

youherebecauseyouarebabysitting"shesaid

sulking



Me:"Youwillhavemeallyouwantathome"she

kissedmylips

Melissa:"Don'tbelateforsupper,youmightlike

thedessert"shesaidbitingmylipsandwalked

outcatwalking,Isighandgetbacktomywork

I'm sorryfordisappearingweareallbusywith

examsguys♥

Don'tforgettolike,shareandcomment

Insert3

Zizipho

NowIevenrespectwaitressevenmore

becausetheirjobshameisn'teasyatall.

Ijustwantedtogohomeandtakealongbath

relaxIjusthopeKuhlemanagedtogetJunior

intoaschool.



Thisjobishardtodoshameyougetsomerude

customerswhoarejustrudefornoreason

somecomplainforsmallerthingsbutthefirst

daywasn'tbadatallI'm justnotusedtothejob

butIwillsoongethangsonit.

Mycolleaguesaresogoodandhumblethey

wereteachingmealottoday,Ireallyenjoyed

workingwiththem.

ItwasfinallymytimetoknockoffIwas

exhaustedIwenttoLuthando'sofficeand

knockedIdon'twanttomakethesamemistake

whenIgotinthefirsttimeruiningthemoment

hehadwithhiswife.

HeyelledcomeinIwalkedinhewasnoteven

payingattentiontowhowasatthedoor,hehad

Junioronhislaptheywerebothfocusingonthe

tablet

Junior:"NouncleLuuyouarecheating"

Luthando:"ComeonJuniordon'tbeababy"he



saidastheycontinueplayingwhateverthey

wereplaying

Junior:"YesIwonIwon!!"

Luthando:"Uggh"hegroanedcomplaining

causingmybabytolaugh"Welldonebuddy"as

soonasJunior'seyeslandedonmeheranto

meandthrewhimselfinmyarmsIpickedhim

up

Junior:"MommyIwon"hesaidjoyful

Me:"Youdid?Welldoneboyboy!"Isaidkissing

him alloverhisface,hejustgiggledmakingmy

heartsowarm,IfeelatearescapingmyeyeI

quicklywipedit.

Me:"MrMoore"Isaidacknowledginghim

Luthando:"Yourshiftisover,sowecango

throughthecontract"Isatdown.

Me:"OkayIguessIdidwellthen"

Luthando:"Theotherworkersarepraisingyou,



soIhavenoreasontonothireyou"

Me:"Thankyou"hehandmethecontractIread

throughitandbeingaformerlawyerhelpsme,I

chokedwhenIsawmysalary

Me:"Waitisthishowmuchyoupayyour

employees?"hechuckled

Luthando:"Yes"

Me:"Thisistoomuch!"

Luthando:"Myemployeesworkhard,theyhave

familiestofeedandtheyhaveexpensestoo"

Me:"Wow!!Thankyousomuch"

Luthando:"Don'tworryaboutit,nottoimpose

butsomedayIwouldliketohearyoursideof

thestory"Iknewexactlywhathewastalking

about

Me:"Maybesomeday,nowIhavetogo"

Luthando:"Letmegiveyouaridehome"Ilooked

athim



Me:"Idon'tlivefarfrom here"

Luthando:"It'slateIinsistandyouarewitha

child"Ijustnodbecausehewasgonnainsist

more.

Ibidfarewelltotheothersthemanagerwas

gonnabetheonelockingup,managersare

usuallyareanightmarebutthisonewasthe

sweetest.

Wegotintothecaranddroveoffthecarwas

justquiet,itwasn'tuncomfortable.

Hepulleduptomygate.

Me:"Thankyou"Isaidopeningthedoorand

wenttothebackandpickedupJuniorwhowas

alreadysleeping.

Luthando:"Seeyoutomorrow,hopetoseethe

youngmansoon"Inodandwalkedin,hedrove

offwhenwewereinside.



IgottotheApartmentKuhleandKopanowere

watchingaTV,Igreetedthem andwenttoput

theheavymaninbedthenwentbacktothem I

threwmyselfinthecouch.

Kuhle:"Someoneseem exhausted!"

Me:"Youhavenoidea"

Kopano:"Icookedyourfoodisintheoven"Inod.

Me:"Kopanothankyouforeverythingandyou

tooKuhle,youguysjustknewmeyesterdaybut

youarealreadygoingallthewayoutjusttohelp

me,Iappreciateitguys"

Kopano:"Wegotyourback,justrelaxyouwillbe

fine"

Kuhle:"Andwegotyousomething"Iraisedmy

eyebrowsKuhlehadmeagiftbag

Me:"Whatisit?"

Kopano:"Justopenit!?"Iopeneditmyeyes

widenandtearsfillthem quickly,I'm reallyan



emotionalperson

Me:"Guys!OhmyGod"itwasJunior'suniform I

meaneverythinghewillneedforschool.

Kopano:"Somebodyischoppingonionshere"

shesaidwipinghertearscausingustolaugh

Me:"Thismeansyougottheschoolforhim,oh

myGodthankyousomuchguys"

Kuhle:"Weknowyouareinatightcornerandwe

arejusthelpingyoubecauseweknowyouwill

dothesameforus"Inodwipingmytears.

Thisnewlifeformeitseemslikeit'sgonnabe

betterthanIthoughtitwould.

Luthando

BabysittingJuniorwassogreatitmademe

realizethatIreallywanttobeadad.

IjustwantmeandMelissainagoodspacefirst

thenwecouldmaybelookintootheroptionsof



havingachild.

IreallyhadagreatdaywithJuniorheisso

smartonlyifhedidn'thaveanidiotasadad.

Thedrivetothehouseseem tobesolongI

wantedtobewithmywifealready.

IgothomethelightswerestillonI'm thirty

minuteslateforourdinnerIhopeshewon'tbe

mad.

Iparkedmycarinthegarageandwentin,she

waslyingonthecouchwithherlingerieshe

lookedsoamazing.

Herbeautysurprisesmeeverydayshelookedat

me.

Me:"Heybabe"shesmiled

Melissa:"Yourfoodisinthemicrowave,you

mightneedtowarm itup"shesaidsittingup

straight

Me:"I'm sorryI'm late,therewassomuchwork



todoIlosttrackoftime"

Melissa:"Iunderstandbabe"shekissedmy

cheek"Iwillgotobed"shewalkedawayIsigh

Me:"Melissaplease"shelookedatme

Melissa:"I'm tryingtomendourmarriagehere

theleastyoucouldhavedoneistoarriveearly

that'sallIaskedfrom you"

Me:"Myworkisdemandingbabe,IknowIsaidI

willarriveearlybutyousawhowpackedthe

restaurantwastoday,alotofthingsneededmy

attention"

Melissa:"AndIdon'tneedyourattention

Luthando?I'm yourwifehere"

Me:"IpromisetodobetternexttimebabeI'm

sorry"

Melissa:"Okay,goodnight"justlikethatshe

walkedawayfrom meIsighinfrustrationand

walkedtothekitchenandatemyfood.



Ijustwishshecouldjustsitdownandtalkto

meIknowherinfertilityisfrustratingherbut

shedirectingallherfrustrationtothewrong

person.

Iwenttobedandshewassleepingorshewas

pretendedtobeasleep.

Igotnexttoherandhugherfrom behind

Me:"Ihateitwhenwefight,Ijustmisshowwe

usedtobetwoweeksago"sheturnedaround

facedme

Melissa:"I'm sorryI'm justscaredthatyouwill

leavemeforsomeoneelseLuu,everyman's

dream istohaveahousefullofchildrenandI

can'tgiveyouthatLuu,I'm justscaredthatone

ofthesedaysyouwillseemeasnotwoman

enoughforyou"Ipullhercloser

Me:"Iwon'tleaveyouforanyoneelseMelissa,

wehavebeenthroughalotduringthesenine

yearsofbeingtogether,Imadeapromisetobe



withyouthroughthickandthinsixyearsago

andI'm stillgonnakeepthatpromise"

Melissa:"I'm sosorryIsnappedatyoulikethat"

shesaidwrappingherarmsaroundme"Ilove

youLuthando"

Me:"IloveyoutooMelissaandIpromisewewill

getthroughthistogether"shenods"Nowcan

yougivedaddysomesugarplease"shegiggled

andgotontopofme,startedkissingme.

Twoweekslater

Zizipho

Workingintherestauranthadbeenreallygood

andJuniorisalsoadaptingprettywelltohis

newschoolhealreadymadeafewfriends.

KopanoandKuhlehadbeenmorethanjust

roommatestome,wehaveformedastrong

friendshipmorelikesisterhood.



Therestaurantisasuccesstheplaceisalways

packedsoit'salwaysbusyandwemakegood

tips.

Todayhavebeenasuccessfuldayuntilthe

devilstartedtestingmewhenTshepoand

Mpumiwalkedin.

Tonywhoisoneofourwaiterwenttoattend

them,Mpumisaidsomethingtohim andhe

comestome

Tony:"Theywantyoutoservethem"Iwidden

myeyes

Me:"Youarejokingright"heshookhisheadand

walkedaway.

Isighandwalkedtotheirtable

Me:"Iheardyourequestedme,canItakeyour

order?"theybothsmirked

Mpumi:"OhheyZizipho,Ididn'tevenrecognize

you,youlooksolowclass"



Tshepo:"Whatwereyouexpectingbabe,my

moneyisnolongeraround"Ibreathtryingso

hardforthem nottoaffectme

Me:"Areyouguysorderingorwhat?"Isaid

smiling

Tshepo:"Whereismysonwhenyouarebusying

workinghere?"

Me:"Excuseme!"hehassomenerve

Mpumi:"Youjustcouldn'tacceptthatTshepo

doesn'twantyouanymore,youhavetosend

thugstoattach,youaresobitterZizipho"Idon't

knowwhatcameovermeItookthebacketthat

hadiceandpouredonbothofthem theyboth

screamed

Me:"EvenwhenIhavenothingIstillmakeyour

livesmiserable"Isaidwithtearsalready

streamingdownmycheeks,Idon'tknowwhere

Luthandoappearedfrom.

Luthando:"MrMokoenapleaseleavemy



restaurant"

Tshepo:"Youshouldbefiringhernot--"

Luthando:"Idon'tlikerepeatingmyselfplease

leave"Tshepoclickedhistongueandwalked

outwithMpumifollowedhim

Luthando:"Ziziphoinmyofficerightnow"he

saidwalkingaway,IguessI'm abouttolosemy

jobIfollowedhim.

Luthando:"Closethedoor!"Ididastold

Luthando:"Whatwasthat?"

Me:"I'm sorrysir"IsaidlookingdowncauseI

couldn'tcontrolmytearsthatwerefalling.

Luthando:"Lookatme"heroaredatmeIquickly

snappedandlookedathim eventhoughmy

visionwasalittleblurrybecauseIhadtears

blindingme.

Luthando:"Whydoyougivethem the

satisfactionofseeingyoucry?"hesaidwalking



towardsme"Areyouaweakling?"Ishookmy

head"Ican'thearyou"hewasgettingcloseto

meitwasscaringmeIbackedaway

Me:"NOI'm not"IbackedawayItillthewall

blockedme

Luthando:"Thenwhyareyoucrying?"hewas

standinfrontofmejustafewinchesaway

from me

Me:"I'm sorry"Idon'tevenknowwhyIam

apologizingrightnow,hewipedmytearsusing

histhumbwhichstartledmeabitIdon'tknow

whyIthoughthewasabouttohitmeor

something.

Luthando:"Breakdowninfrontofhim again,I

promiseyouIwillsqueezeyourlifeoutofyou,

doyouunderstand"Iquicklynod"Nowgetback

towork"Iliterallyranoutofhisofficewhatwas

that?

Insert4



Luthando

IwatchedherrunoutasfastasshecanI

chuckledwonderingwhatreallyhappenedwith

hermarriage.

IhateguyslikeTshepoheletgoofthegood

wifehehadjustforapussy,heisthereason

manareconsideredtrashandthefactthathe

willmakehissonsufferisjustplainstupid.

Thepastweekhavebeengreatespeciallywhen

itcomestomymarriageI'm justgladthat

Melissaisworkinghardtomakeourmarriage

workandI'm happy.

IjustwanttosuggestthatweadoptachildbutI

feellikeIwillbepressuringhersinceshejust

foundoutthatsheisinfertilityandIwantherto

bereadytohaveachildinourhome.

AsmuchasI'm protectiveofmyworker'sIthink

IhavescaredZiziphoalittlebitandIhaveto



apologizetoherbeforeshethinkstheworseof

me.

ThedoorswungopenMelissawalkedinlooking

allbeautiful.

Me:"Hey!Whatareyoudoinghere?"Isaid

standinguptohugherthenkissedher.

Melissa:"JustthoughtIcoulddropbyand

surprisemyman,IhopeIdidn'tcatchyouata

badtime"shesaidsittingonthecouch.

Me:"It'sneverabadtimetoseeyou"Isaid

sittingnexttoher,shehadalunchbox"Ihope

that'sforme"

Melissa:"Yesmisterthisisforyounooneelse"

Me:"Ilovehowyouspoilmelately"Itookthen

foodandstarteddigging

Melissa:"Yourmom cametoday"Ilookedather

Me:"Whichone?"

Melissa:"Yourbiologicalmom"Icringed



Me:"Whatdidshewant?"

Melissa:"What'sshealwayswants,your

forgiveness"Ichuckled

Me:"Idon'twantherapologybecauseitmeans

nothingtome"

Melissa:"Babe,sheisyourmom andweall

makemistakesinlife,can'tyoujusthearher

out?"thisisonetraitIhateinMelissa,sheis

motherTeresasheseesgoodineveryone

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis,let'sdropit

please"shesighandnods

Melissa:"OkayIwillrespectyourdecision,now

canIgetsomeofthis"shesaidgetagripofmy

penisIgasped,mywomandoesshyawayfrom

thefactthatshelovessex

Me:"Yourwishismycommand"Ileanedback

onthecouchasshehopsrightontopofme

andwestartkissing,sheunbottonmyshirtand

Igrabbedherass.



Thedoorbustopenwequicklyjumpeditwas

JuniorZizipho'sson.

Me:"UhJunior"Melissawasjustlookingathim

annoyed

Melissa:"Begonekid!"shesaidtoJuniorand

thekidgotscaredbecauseheranout.

Ilookedathershockedbyherreactionhow

couldshebesomeantoachild,sheshrugged

hershoulders

Melissa:"What?"I'm shockedshedoesn'tsee

anythingwrongwithwhatshejustdid

Me:"Howcanyousaythattoachild?"

Melissa:"Hejustburgedherewithoutknocking,

seemslikehim andhismom clearlydon'tknow

anythingaboutknocking,letalonerespecting

someone'sprivacy"

Me:"Melissayoujustscaredakidandyou

actingasifthere'snothingwrong"sherollsher



eyes.

Melissa:"I'm notabouttofightwithyouover

such,can'twejustcontinuewithwhatwewere

doing"

Me:"WowMelreally?Unbelievable"

Melissa:"Wellsuityourselfbabe,Iwillseeyou

athomeIloveyou"shetookherandkissedmy

cheekthenwalkedoutleavingmestunned.

Me:"Uh..Wow..Thatwasinteresting"Isaidto

myselfcausetheMelissaIjustsawtookmeby

surprisedImeanshe'sthesweetestpersonI

knowIdon'tevenknowwhatjusthappened.

Zizipho

AfterwhathappenedwithLuthandoIrantothe

bathroom justtobreathcausethatkinda

scaredmeImeanitdidn'tscarethatmuch.

Ifinallygatheredmyselftogetherandgotback



towork,thenKuhleandJuniorpoppedupinthe

restaurantthirtyminutes.

Juniorwasstillinhisuniform whichmeant

Kuhlejustpickedhim upfrom school.

HewassoexcitedtoseeLuthandobutafew

minuteslaterhecamebacklookingsadbut

whenIaskedhim whathappenedhesaid

nothingit'sjustthatLuthandoisbusy.

ThentheyleftafewminuteslaterIspotted

Luthando'swifeleavingwhichIdidn'tsee

comingin,Iwouldn'thaveletJuniorgoingthere

disturbingthem.

Tony:"Whyareyoulookingatbossladylike

that"hestartledmeabitbecauseIwasreally

staringather

Me:"Thewomanisbeautiful"helookedatme

weirdly

Tony:"Don'ttellmeyouareintowomen"I

chuckled



Me:"NOTonycomeon,Iwasmarriedtoaman,I

havechild,soIlovemyselfsomedick"

Tony:"Inthatcasehowaboutwehangout

sometime"

Me:"Likehangouthangout"hesmirked,Tonyis

yourkindofmelaninkingbuttheboyisaplayer

Tony:"Yeahlikehangouthangout"

Me:"NOIwillpass"

Tony:"ComeonZeedon'tbelikethat"Ichuckled

Me:"Comeonkiddogettowork,Ihavesome

tablestoattend"Isaidthatalreadywalking

awayIdon'tdatemycolleaguesandit'snotlike

I'm lookingtodateanytimesoonI'm justgonna

havemyselfsomemetimeandfocusonmy

son.

Iwashavingmybreakwhensomeonecleared

theirthroat

Me:"Boss"



Luthando:"CanIsit?"hesaidlookingatthe

unoccupiedchairoppositeme

Me:"Uh..Sure..Imeanyes"hechuckledandsat

oppositeme

Luthando:"IwanttoapologizeforwhatMelsaid

toJunior"Ilookedathim confused

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Luthando:"Jrdidn'ttellyou"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Hejustseem sadatthetimewhat

happened?"hestretchedhishead

Luthando:"Hewalkedinonusmakingout,

Melissakindasnappedandtoldhim togetout.I

apologizeforhershegoingthroughalotlately"

Me:"Don'tworryaboutit,I'm sorryaboutthatI

wasn'tawareshewasintherewithyou"hesigh

Iwashopinghedoesn'tseerightthroughme

causeI'm notpleasedwithhowhiswife

handledthesituation.



Luthando:"Whereisherightnow?"

Me:"Home"

Luthando:"LookZizipho,Melis--"Ijustsnapped

Me:"Isaiddon'tworryaboutandyourwife

mustn'tworryaboutiteithercauseIdoubt

Juniorwillwanttocomehereagain"hescoffed

Luthando:"Ihopeitdoesn'tcometothatcauseI

reallylikethekidandIalsowanttoapologize

aboutthismorningIwasjusttryingtotoughen

youupIhopeIdidn'tscareyou"

Me:"NOyoudidn't,Iwillgetbacktoworkmy

breakisover"Isaidalreadystandingup

Luthando:"Areyoumadatme?"

Me:"WhywouldIbemadatyou,youaremy

boss!"hechuckleditseemslikeit'shisfavorite

thing

Luthando:"Thenifyouarenotmadatme,let's

befriends"



Me:"Friendswithyou?"henods

Luthando:"Isthataproblem?"

Me:"NObutitisprettyobviousthatyourwife

doesn'tlikemethatmuchsoIwouldn'twantto

steponhertoes"

Luthando:"ComeonZizipho"

Me:"Andyouaremyboss,Iwillgetbacktomy

worknow"Iwalkedaway.

Iwouldn'twanttobehisfriend,theguyisa

goodpersonbuthiswifeseem tobethetype

whodoesn'tappreciateotherwomanaround

herhusbandandIwilltotallyrespectthat.

ItwastimetoknockoffandIwasdogtired.

IwaswalkingtomyflatwhenIheardsomeone

yellingmyname

"AusiZee"IknewthatvoiceverywellIsmiled

beforeIturned

Me:"Thuso!"



Thuso:"Seemslikesomeoneisgettingthe

hangsofthings,comegivemeahug"Ilaughed

andhuggedhim hesmeltniceandlookedclean.

Me:"I'm tryinghey,whereisSandile?"

Thuso:"Heisaround,howisthelittleman?"

Me:"Adjustingverywell"hesmiled

Thuso:"Howisyourex?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"Ilookedathim

Thuso:"Imeanafterthebeatinghereceived"my

mouthhangedopenandmyeyes

Me:"NOyouguysdidn't?"

Thuso:"Didn'twhat?"hehadthismischievous

smile

Me:"OhmyGodyouguysdidit,whydidn'tI

thinkaboutit?"

Thuso:"Comeonitwasn'tthatmuch,nexttime

wewillcripplehim"



Me:"NOtherewon'tbeanexttimeandIdon't

likethatyouguyswenttobeathim,youcould

havebeenarrest"

Thuso:"WellhedeserveditandifIhadtodoit

againIwould"Ijustshookmyhead

Me:"Promiseme,youwon'tdosomethinglike

thatagain"

Thuso:"FineIpromise"wewererightatmygate

now

Me:"SendmygreetingstoSandile"

Thato:"OkayIwill,nowgetin"Inodandgotin

afterwavingmyhand

Thuso:"Zee"heyelled

Me:"Yeah"

Thuso:"Everythingwillbeokay,justkeepyour

headup.Don'tlosethatsmileandtheonefor

yourheartisnear"

Me:"Whyareyoubeingweirdwhatareyou



talkingabout?"

Thuso:"Goodnight"Justlikethathejogged

away,okaythatwasweird.

Insert5

Luthando

WhatMelissasaidtoJuniordidn'tsitwellwith

meandthere'sZiziphowhosaidJuniorwon't

wantnothingtodowithmeeveragain,Iwas

startingtogetattachedtothatboy.

IguessthefactthatIdon'thavekidswithmy

wifeandJuniordoesn'thavehisfatherinhis

lifekindagavemeanideaofmeandhim

becomingwhatwedon'thaveforeachother.

Idon'twanttogohomeforsomereasonIjust

wantedtobealoneorgetsomedrinksbut

that'snotwhoIam,Idon'tlikegoingtobed

withoutfixingthingswithmywifethat'snot



howmarriageissupposedtobe.

SoasmuchasIdon'twanttobehomebutmy

marriageiseverythingtome.

WhenIgothomeMelissawasonphonecall,

shewaspacingupanddown.

Mel:"NOhecan'tfoundoutaboutanyofthis!"

shekeptquietIguesstheotherpersonwasthe

onespeaking

Mel:"Ireallyhopethisstaysbetweenus"she

saiddroppingthecall,sheturnedaroundand

findmestanding,shebecamepalebutquickly

composedherself

Mel:"Heybabeyouareback"

Me:"YeahIam back,areyouokay?"shequickly

nods

Mel:"Yeahthatwaswork"

Me:"OhokaycanyoufixmesomedrinkwhileI

shower,meandyouhavetotalk"Isaidthat



alreadywalkingaway

Mel:"Luu!"Iturned"I'm sorryabouttoday,work

isreallyfrustratingformeIdidn'tmeantotake

outmyfrustrationsonthewaitresskid"

Me:"HernameisZiziphoandIdon'tunderstand

youMel,youcryoutthatyouwantkidsbut

whenyouseeJunioryoujus..."shecutsmeoff

Mel:"Iknowthatwassomeanofme,Iwill

apologizetohim andhismother,I'm sorry"

Me:"Melthisisnotyou,what'sgoingon?You

areactingweirdlatelyandyouthinkIdon't

notice"shesighs

Mel:"Theboutiqueisnotdoingsowelllove,I'm

afraiditmightgotobankruptcysoon.I'm so

sorrythatIdidn'ttellyouIjustthoughtforonce

Icouldhandlethingsonmyownwithoutyou,

yourfamilyalreadythinksI'm spongingyouoff"

Ijustpullhertomychest

Me:"Idon'tlikeitwhenyouhidethingsfrom me



MelissaandthisthingofmyfamilyI'm overit,

youandmymom cangetalongbutI'm not

readytogobackthere"

Mel:"Youarenextinlineofthatthrone

Luthando,itwasalwayssomethingyouwanted

andyoucanstillgetitifyo--"Iknewwhatshe

wasgonnasaytomeandIpushedheroffmy

chestgently

Me:"Andmyparentsstrippedthatofffrom me

becauseIfellinlovewithyou,Idon'twantthat

thronenorthetitleofbeingPrince"

Mel:"Justcon-"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthis,letmegoto

sleep"Ikissedherforehead"Iloveyou"

Mel:"Iloveyou"

MyfamilyissomethingI'm notreadytofaceI'm

notreadytoforgivethem soasfortheQueen

whichismymom shewillhavetostopcoming

tomyhouseasshepleases.



AssoonasIhitthepillowIquicklydozzedoffI

guessIwastootired.

Zizipho

"Theoneforyourheartisnear"Idon'tknowwhy

Thuso'swordskeptechoinginmymindthe

wholenightIcouldbarelysleep.

Iwasdraggingtogetoutofbedbecausemy

bodywasliterallyfailingme

IfinallymanagedtowakeupIwokeJuniorup,

hewassogrumpynottoojollytogotoschool

likehedidonotherdays

Junior:"CanIskipschooltoday"Ilookedathim

surprisedcauseJuniorwouldneverwantto

skipschool

Me:"Why?"

Junior:"Becausewehaveadad'splaydayandI



don'thaveadadtogowith"myheartsankto

mystomach

Me:"It'sokaygobacktosleepbabe"itisdays

liketheseIhateTshepoforleavinghissonlike

this.

IknockedonKopano'sroom sheopenedup

nakedIjustrollmyeyes.

Kopano:"ThisbetterbeimportantIwasaboutto

havemyorgasm"

Me:"Juniorneedsababysitter"

Kopano:"I'm busytodaycan'tyoutakehim to

workwithyou"

Me:"NOIcan't"

Kopano:"I'm sorryZeeIcan't"

Me:"It'sokay,IneedtonotifyLuthandothatI

willcomewithJuniortowork,pleasegiveme

hisnumber"

ShegavemehisnumberandIcalledhim



Hisphonerangforafewsecondsthenhe

answered

Luu:"Hello"hesoundedsleepy

Me:"Uhhey,it'sZizipho"

Luu:"HeyZeecanIhelpyou?"hesaidquickly

Me:"CanIcomewithJuniortoday?!"

Luu:"Ofcourseyoucan!!Imean...Yes!"he

seemsexcited

Me:"OkayThankyou!"

Luu:"ButifImayaskwhyishenotgoingto

school?!"Isigh

Me:"Apparentlytheyhaveaplaydaywiththeir

dads,soyeah"

Luu:"CanIgowithhim?"Ichokedinmysaliva"I

knowyouareprobablystillmadaboutMel's

situationbutIjustwantJuniortohavefun,I

maynotbehisfatherandIwillnevertryto

replacehim,Ijustwanthim toenjoythisday



likeeveryoneelse"thiswillsurelycheerhim up

Me:"Okay!"

Luu:"Youmeanokayokay?!"Ichuckled

Me:"Yesyoucangowithhim aslongasyour

wifeisokaywithit"

Luu:"Don'tworryaboutthatIwillbetherein10"

hehangedup

Me:"okaythankyouIguess"Isaidtomyself

andwenttowokeupJunior

Me:"Babywakeup,youaregoingtoschool"

Junior:"Butmom!"

Me:"UncleLuuisgoingwithyou"hequickly

jumpedoutofbed"Yougottenminutes"Isaid

asherunstothebathroom

HescreamedinexcitementIhelpedhim

shower.

Luthandocamearoundin10aspromisedand



waitedforusfor20minutes.

Wefoundhim standingnexttohiscar,hewas

insimplesweatpantsandgolft-shirtplus

sneakershewasreallyreadytoplay,hehelped

Juniorhopinthebackandstrappedhim then

closedthedoor

Me:"Thanksfordoingthisforhim"hesmiled

Luu:"TrustmeIwanttodothisandthisyoung

mandeservesit"hesaidlookingatJunior

Me:"AndIappreciateitaslongas--"

Luu:"Mywifeisfinewithit"Ichuckled

Me:"Yeahtakecareofhim"henodsIwentto

Juniorandkissedhisforehead

Me:"HavefunIloveyou"

Junior:"Iloveyoutoo"Iclosedthedoorandsaid

mygoodbyetoLuthando

Luu:"ZeepleaseconsiderwhatIsaid"Ichuckled

thensmiled



Me:"Theanswerisstillno!"helaughedalittle

Luu:"Welltryingwon'thurtsoIwillkeeptrying"

Ijustshookmyheadandwalkedaway.

TherestaurantwasnottoobusyandLuthando

sentafewpicturesofJuniorplayingaround

andavideo.

Itwarmedmyhearttoseehim sohappy,

Luthandoreallypulledthroughforhim andmeI

reallyappreciateit.

Iwasonmylunchwhenahumanfigurestood

nexttomytable

Mel:"CanIsit?"Ilookedather,sheisreally

beautiful,Luthandosurelyknowhowtochoose

them

Me:"Yesmam"shesatoppositeme

Mel:"Ziziphoright?!"Inod



Me:"Yes!"shechuckledandsmiled

Mel:"Youarebeautiful"shesaidlookingatme

upanddown,Idon'tknowifshewasadmiring

meorjusttryingtomakemefeelsosmall

Me:"Thanks"

Mel:"Ihavetoapologizetoyou"Iraisedmy

eyebrow

Me:"Haveto?"shechuckled

Mel:"Ihavetoapologizetoyoubecausemy

husbanddidn'tlikehowIspoketoyoursonI'm

sorry"Ichuckled

Me:"Sonowthatisyouapologizing"

Mel:"Well"sheshruggedhershoulders

Me:"Youareforgiven,nowifyoudon'tmindI

havetogobacktowork"Isaidthatpackingmy

thingsandsmirkedatherbeforewalkingaway

Insert6



Luthando

ThisplaydaywaseverythingIwanted,itmade

merealizehowmuchIwanttohavekidsIdon't

careifthechildrenarenotbiologicalminehut

butIwillbetheirdad.

Juniorwashavingalotsoffunandheisreally

smartbecausewewonaboutthreemind

challenginggamesandhewasworkingon

them likeapro.

Iwishthisdaydidnotendbutunfortunatelyit

didandwehavetogoback.

Butbeforegoingbackwehadsomethingtoeat

andhewastellingmealotofstoriesabouthis

mommyandafewonesabouthisdad.

Youcouldtellhedoesmisshim butZiziphois

managingtoplaybothparentsinhislifesheis

reallydoinganamazingjobwiththisonehere.



Junior:"UncleLuuthankyoufortodayIreally

hadanamazingtime"wellIstillgetsurprised

thatheissevenyearsold

Me:"Anythingforyoubuddy"Isaidmessinghis

hairhejustlaughed

WedrovetotherestaurantZiziphowasalready

waitingforus,wegotoutandJuniorrantohis

mom hewastellinghim whathappenedIjust

letthem havetheircatchupsection.

Afewminuteslateraknockcamethroughmy

door.

Me:"Comein"Ziziphowalkedin

Zee:"HeyIjustwantedtothankyoufortodayI

haven'tseenhim thishappy,thankyouso

much"

Me:"Thankyouforallowingmetogowithhim,I

reallyneededthat"shejustsmiledandblinked

afewtears"Doyouneedahug?"shequickly

nodsandIwalkedtowardsherandpulledherin



myarms,shewrappedherarmsaroundmy

torso.

Ihaveneverreceivedahuglikethisbeforeit

wassowarm andgenuinely,itgavemesense

ofcomfortandpeace,itwaslikeshewasthe

onecomfortingmenotmecomfortingher.

Me:"Feelingbetternow?"shenodsandpulled

awayfrom mychest

Zee:"ThatwasthemostcomfortinghugIever

received"shesaidlookingmeinmyeyesasif

shewassearchingforsomething,trustmethis

wasn'tasexualmomentorattractionitwas

somethingelsesomethingIcan'tputinwords.

Me:"Icouldsaythesame"

Zee:"Ifyougivesuchhugsmaybewecouldbe

friends"shesaidlaughing

Me:"OuchI'm hurt,youwanttobemyfriend

becauseofmyhugsnotmypersonality,youare

somean"



Zee:"WellyourhugsitssomethingIcoulduse"I

justchuckled

Me:"Smoothandblunt"sherolledhereyes

Zee:"Iknow.Yourwifecameby"Iraisedmy

eyebrow"Sheapologized"

Me:"Shedid?"

Zee:"Yes,yousureknowhowtochoosethem"I

hopeshedoesn'tbadmouthmywife

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Zee:"Imeansheisbeautiful"shesaidshrugging

hershouldersIsigh

Me:"Thankyou"

Zee:"Letmegoseeyoutomorrowboss"she

saidwalkingout,leavingmestaringatanempty

spaceshewasstandingat.

Me:"Zizipho...Zizipho"Isaidthrowingmyselfin

acouch.



Zizipho

AfterhavingachatwithLuthandoItookJunior

andwenthomehewasinreallygoodspirit,it's

thefirsttimeseeinghim thishappysincewe

movedtothisplacethat'swhyIwaskindof

emotional.

Kuhlewasn'taroundsheisvisitingherfamily

forawhileit'skindofboringwithoutheraround

andKopanoisalwayswithhergirlfriendhaving

sexlikerabbitsIwonderiftheydon'tgettired.

Thefollowingday

IwashappythatIhaveadayoffandit'smy

paydaytoday,myfirstpayday.

IpreparedJuniorandwalkedhim toschoolas

alwayshewassoexcitedtoseehisfriends



especiallyafterwinningmostgameswith

Luthandoyesterday.

Afterdroppinghim offIwenttothemallfor

groceries.

IwasmovingaroundwhenIbumpedinto

MpumiandTshepoIwasabouttoturnaround

whentheynoticedme

Tshepo:"Zizipho!"Iturnedwithasmile

Me:"MrMokoenaandMpumi"

Tshepo:"Ihavebeenmeaningtotalktoyou"

Me:"Okayaboutwhat?"Isaidwondering

Tshepo:"AboutJuniorIneedtoseemyson"

Me:"NOoneisstoppingyoufrom seeingyour

son"Isaidlookingathim intheeyes

Tshepo:"Iwantfullcustodyofmyson"tosayI

wasshockedwouldbeanunderstatement

Me:"Youdon'tsay"



Mpumi:"Ziziphoyoudon'twantthisgoingto

court,youknowwhowillthecourtfavor"

Me:"AndwhomadeJunioranyofyourbusiness

Mpumi?"

Tshepo:"Youdon'ttalktoherlikethat!"

Me:"Andwhatareyougoingtodo?Hitme?"I

saidlookingathim "TrymeTshepoyouwillsee

whoIam.AsforyouMpumiyouthinkyouwon

amillionbucksbutnosweetiekeephim causeI

knowsoonhewilldowhathedidtometoyou.

Ithinkyourlivesaresoboringwithoutme

becauseyouarestillmiserableseeingme

breath"Icontinuedoingmyshopping,ifTshepo

isthinkingofmessingwithmeagainhehas

anotherthingcomingespeciallyifhethinkshe

couldtakeJuniorawayfrom methenheis

buggingatawrongtreehere.

ItwastoodistractedtowatchwhereIwas

goingIbumpedintosomeoneIfellonmybum



thathurts

"Areyouokay?"Ilookedathim itwasanold

manwearingasuit

Me:"I'm sorrysirit'sjus--"hehelpedmeup

Man:"Youarehavingabadday"Inod

Me:"YesIam havingabadday"

"MyKingIhavebeenlookingforyou"said

anothermalefigureappearing

Man:"Mbusowaitformeinthecar"theyoung

malehasbeadsonhiswrist

Mbuso:"Wehavetogomyking"heroaredand

burpedsothemanisroyalty

King:"Ihopetoseeyouagainntokazi"Ijustnod

causeIdidn'tknowwhattosaytohim

Thewalkedhim away

King:"Isither?"Iheardhim sayastheygetin

thecar.



Insert7

Zizipho

It'sbeenaweeksincetheencounterwiththe

king.

Tshepohasn'tstoppedbotheringmeonmy

socialmediaIdecidedtoignorehisthreat

becausehewasn'tgoingtogetmychildno

matterwhat.

IwashopingtoseeThusoandSandiletoday

butthosetwoyoucan'tfindthem unlessthey

comelookingforyou.

IdecidedthatIwouldchillalonelistentomusic

anddrinksomewine.

Iwasgettingintomyownzonewhenaknock

disturbedme.

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"IsaidassoonasIrealize

whowasbythedoorhejustwalkedinwithout



sayinganything"Whatthefuck!?"

Mbuso:"Areyoutalkingtome"Ilookedathim in

awe

Me:"Isthereanyonewhojustbargedinmy

apartmentuninvited?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Areyoustalkingme?"hejustlookedatmethen

shookhishead

Mbuso:"YouaresofullofyourselfZizipho"he

saidthatwalkedtothekitchen.Waitdidhejust

callmebymyname?Ifollowedhim

Me:"Howdoyouknowmyname?"

Mbuso:"Youareprettymuchfamousyoudon't

needanintroduction"Ijustrolledmyeyes"They

willstuckandnevergetbacktonormal"

Me:"Whatareyoulookingfor?Whyareyouhere?

Howdidyougetinthebuilding?"

Mbuso:"Whyareyousochatty"Ifrowned

Me:"Ineedyoutoleavemyhouse"hechuckled



Mbuso:"Whenareyougoinghome?"Ilookedat

him confusedcauselasttimeIcheckedIdidn't

haveahome.

Me:"Home?"

Mbuso:"IthoughtIwasn'tstuttering"

Me:"WellIguessyoudidn'tgetyourfacts

straightbecausethisismyhome,Iwouldlikeit

ifyouleave"

Mbuso:"Don'tworryI'm onmyway"hekissed

mycheekIfrozeasIfeelthebackofmyhair

standing"Keepwell"heleft

WTF.

Luthando

Asamanyourdream istohavemanybiological

childrenasasoccerteam.



Withmywife'ssituationIcan'thavethatbutI

stillwanttobeafathertomanychildren.

TodayIfinallydecidedtoaskhertoconsider

otheroptionstohaveachild.

AtsomepointIneedabigfamilyandIdon'tsee

myselfgoingouttoimpregnatesomeonewho's

notMelissa.

SotodayIdecidedtogoalloutforusand

preparedinnerforus.

Allthoughitwasn'tromanticcookingadinner

forusitsathoughtthatcounts.

Mel:"It'sniceseeingyoucook"

Me:"YouknowIhavetospoilyousometimes"

shesmilesandsitdownIservedherdinner

Mel:"Thislooksdelicious"

Me:"Ihopeittastesasgoodasitlooks"she

tookherfirstbite.

Mel:"ittastesbetterthanitlooks"



Me:"I'm glad,howistheboutiquedoingnow?"

Mel:"I'm workingonthingsandIgottwonew

bigclientssoIcan'tcomplainandthe

restaurant?"

Me:"Itisrunningsmoothly"shenodsIsuddenly

feelnervous"Babe"

Mel:"Mmh"

Me:"Ihavebeenthinkingaboutsomethingand

ifitwasn'timportantIwasn'tgonnaask"she

looksatmeconfused

Mel:"Okayitsoundsserious"

Me:"Iknowwebeenthroughalotlatelyandnot

onlyhasyoursituationaffectedyoubutour

marriagetoo.IknowyouwantchildrenandI

alsodowithmywholelife.Howareaboutwe

consideradoptingachildorgettinga

surrogate?"shelooksatmeblankly,thereis

deadsilenceyoucouldhearaneedledropping



Mel:"Soyouwantanotherwomantocarryyour

childsomethingthatIcannotdo?"Isigh

Me:"OutofthislongsentenceIjustsaidyou

onlyheardaboutsurrogate,Ialsomentioned

adoptingyouknow"

Mel:"I'm notreadytohaveachildLuthando"I

lookedather

Me:"Notlongagoyouwerereadytohaveachild

Melissa,youwantedachildandnowI'm giving

usachancetobeparentsandyousayingyou

arenotready"I'm confused

Mel:"Iwasreadytohavemyownchildnotto

raiseanotherwoman'schild"

Me:"Thisisnotright.Whataboutme?What

aboutwhatIwant?Whydoeseverythinghasto

beaboutyou?Notoncehaveyoucompromised

forthismarriage.Don'tyouthinkit'sabouttime

youalsoconsidermyfeelings"

Mel:"Luthandoyoujus--"Icutheroff



Me:"Don'tbetheonecryingwhenIcomeback

withachildthat'smineinthishouse"

Mel:"Areyousayingyouaregonnaimpregnate

someoneelse?"shesaidwithtearsstreaming

downhercheeks

Me:"Wewilljusthavetofindout"Igrabmykeys

anddroveoffIfoundmyselfgoingtoaplace

whereIthoughtIwillneverbeatagain.

NextMorning

WhenIgothereItoldtheguardsnottotell

anyonethatIwashere.

IcouldnotsleepthroughthenightIendedup

drinkingafewshotsofheadache,Ifeellike

Melissaisbeinginconsideratewiththis

situation.

ItriedtobethebesthusbandtoherandIlove

hermorethananythinginthisworldbuthere



sheisdenyingmeofonlyonethingIeveraskof

her.

IwokeupwithaheavyheadacheIstumbledmy

waytothediningroom,Icouldheareveryone

chattingastorm assoonasIappearedthe

room wentsilent.

Mom:"Mbasa!"shesaidlookingshocked"Is

thatyou?"Ilookedatherwithoutanyemotions

Idon'tknowwhyIcameherebecauseI'm not

readytofacethem.

Me:"I'm sorrytodisturbfamilytime,Ijust

neededsomethingtoeatIwillleave"Icouldsee

mymom facechangingsheishurtbymenot

acknowledgingher

Dad:"Sonplease"

Me:"MamaI'm madatyou"shesmiled

Mom:"Idoratherhaveyoumadatmethanfor

younottofeelanythingforme"



Me:"I'm stayingforaweek"

Unathi:"Areyouseriousbro?"shesaidsmilingI

nod.

Me:"I'm notgonnapretendthatwhatyouguys

didtomedidn'thurtbutIdon'tknowwhotorun

toatthismoment,Ineedbothmyparentsnot

KingandQueenofthiskingdom"mymom

engulfedmeinahug

Mom:"Andweherebothofus"

Me:"Whereismybrother?"

Dad:"Doinghisduties"IjustnodcauseI'm

seriouslynothereforanythingthantobeaway

from Melissaforawhileandclearmyhead.

Insert8

Luthando

IkeptthinkingofMelissaIcan'tbelieveshe

couldjustbethisselfishdoessheevenwantto



haveachildandherbeinginfertilitywasan

escapegoat.

Allthewildthoughtskeptringinginmymind

howdidourmarriagebecomelikethisjustfora

child.

Beinghereathomewassomehowpeacefulfor

me,thesurroundingbeautifulnaturegaveme

peaceIfeltasenseofbelonging.

MelissawasblowingmyphoneIwasjustnever

notreadytosayanythingtoher,sheprobably

thinkIwouldcheatonherbutthatsjustnotme.

MyphonebeepedIknewitwasher

"Pleasecomehome,sowecantalkaboutthis

babe"thiswasprobablythe100thmessageshe

leftonmycellphone.

Idecidedtotakeheroutofhermiseryand

textedher"I'm backathomeIwillbebacknext

week".



"Whyareyoudoingthistoyourself?"Iturnedit

wasmydad

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"hesmiledand

tookasitnexttoyou.

Dad:"Doessheknowthatsomedaythatyouwill

havetocomehereandbewiththechosenone

foryou?Doessheknowthatshewillneverbe

thequeenofthiskingdom whenyouget

crownedasaking"Ilookathim

Me:"DadIloveMelissaandIdon'twanttobe

thenextkingcan'tmybrotherbethecrowned

one"heshookhishead

Dad:"Youknowwhywedidn'twantyoutobe

withheratfirst?"Ishookmyhead"becausewe

knewthatyouaregonnahurthersomeday,you

aregonnalovetheonechosenforyouand

that'sgonnabreakher,trustmeIbeenthrough

thatIhadtolearnthehardway,IthoughtIwas

protectingyoufrom makingthesamemistakes



Imade,wedidn'tchooseanyofthisthethrone

choseus.Wecouldtrytobelikeeveryoneelse

butthetruthiswearedifferent"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanthatyoubeenthrough

this?"hesigh

Dad:"Imeanyourmom ismysecondwife,I

didn'tlistentomydadjustlikeyouandthatled

tobadconsequencesbutthat'sastoryfor

anotherday,thereisadifferentbetweenloving

someoneandbeinginlovewithsomeoneand

yousonyoustilldon'tknowthedifference"he

saidthatstandingup"Ijustwantyoutobe

happyIfyouarehappywithyourwifethen

there'snothingIcandobutrememberweare

different"withthatsaidhewalkedaway.

Leavingmewonderingwhathappenedtohis

firstwife?Whyhenevermentionedthathewas

marriedbefore?

Iwonderwhoismychosenone?Isshenothing



likeMelissa?Whyam Ieventhinkingofthat

causeIwillneverbeaking.

Zizipho

Isleptthroughoutthenight,theMbusoguyleft

mewithalotofquestionsandIdidn'tevenhow

hefindoutwhereIlived?WhatdidhemeanI

havetogohome?

Somethingtellsmethatheknowsmorethanhe

waslettingon.

IhadtogotoworkandLuthandowasn'taround.

Melissaevencamearoundlookingforhim I

guessthere'ssotroubleinparadiseandthat's

noneofmybusiness.

AroundmybreakIgotacallfrom Luthando

Me:"Boss"helaughed



Luthando:"Ithoughtwewerefriends"

Me:"NotachancewhatcanIdoforyou?"

Luthando:"Ineedyoutogetsomefilesinmy

officeanddropthem offwhereIam rightnow?"

Me:"What?I'm notyourerrandsboy"helaughed

Luthando:"PleaseZeeIneedthosepapersby

thisafternoon"Isigh

Me:"FinewherewillIfindthem?"

Luthando:"Seconddrawerinmyoffice"

Me:"Okay"

Luthando:"Adriveriswaitingforyououtside"I

choked

Me:"What?"

Luthando:"Thankyoubye"unbelievable

Iwenttohisofficeandgotthefilesindeedthe

driverwaswaitingformeoutside.

Wedroveforlikeanhouruntilwereachedour



destination.

Me:"Wherearewe?"

Driver:"ManziniKingdom mam"waitwhat?

Wegotinsidetheplacethisisacastleora

palacewhat'sgoingon?

Driver:"MyPrincehereisyourguest"myeyes

poppedout

Luu:"Thankyou"thedriverwalkedaway"Askno

questionhearnolies!"Ilookedathim

Me:"YouareaPrince?"

Luu:"IthoughtIsaidasknoquestions"

Me:"AndIdid"

Luu:"Stubbornmuch,yesIam aPrincenowgive

memyfiles"Ihandedhim thefiles

Me:"Thisplaceisbeautiful,Iwantyoutogive

meatour"hewidenhiseyes

Luu:"NO!"



Me:"Please"hesigh

Luu:"okaywhatdoyouwanttoseefirst?"

Me:"Thehouse"

Henodsandledthewaythehousewasverybig

andvintage,Ilikedeverythingaboutituntil

somethingcaughtmyeye

Me:"Whoisthis?"

Luu:"Wellthat'smygrandpa"

Me:"Huh?Noway"

Luu:"What?"helookedatmeconfused

Me:"Whereishenow?"

Luu:"Hedied"Iwasgettingnumb

Me:"Andthisone?"

Luu:"That'shisbrother?"

Me:"Andheisdeadtoo"henodsIwasnow

breathingheavily



Luu:"What'swrong?"

Me:"NOIhavetogo"Isaidrunningout

Luu:"Zizipho!"IranasfastasIcould.

Itcan'tbe!Noways!

Seeyoutomorrowguysdon'tforgettolike,

commentandshare

Insert9

Luthando

IranafterhershewasfasterthanIthought,I

waswonderingwhathappenedwithherafter

seeingmygrandpaandhisbrotheronapicture

Iwasfinallyabletocatchher.

Zee:"Pleaseletmego"shewasreallypanicking

Me:"Heycalm down,what'sgoingon?"



Zee:"IthinkI'm gonnapassout"shesaidthat

thenpassedoutonmeIsmiled

Me:"ThankyoufortheheadsupcauseIwasn't

gonnabeabletocatchyou"Ipickedherupin

bridalstyleandtookhertooneofourrooms.

Mom:"What'sgoingon?"

Me:"Shepassedout,pleasecalladoctor"she

lookedatme"Finecallhim"

Mom:"OkayIwillgogethim"shesaidwalking

awayIputherdown.

Shelookedpeaceful,herdarkskinreallywasn't

doingheranyjustice.

Inevernoticedthatshewassohairy,herface

hadhair.

Hewalkedinandlookedatmethenlookedat

Zee

Mbuso:"Mbasa"it'sthefirsttimeI'm seeinghim

sinceIgothere



Me:"Mbuso"heflinchedabitandsatnextto

Ziziphoplacedhishandonherforehead

Mbuso:"Sheisokay,shejustpanicked"Inod

causeIcouldseehim breathingjustfine.

Ziziphoslowlyopenedhereyesandlooked

aroundthenhereyeslandedonMbuso

Zee:"Mbuso"

Mbuso:"Zizipho"shesmiledIcouldn'thelpbut

feelsometypeofwaywhenshesmiledathim

likethatIclearedmythroat.

Me:"Youguysknoweachother"shenodsher

eyeshaven'tleftMbuso

Mbuso:"Iwillleavenow"hestoodupand

walkedoutwithoutlookatme.

Me:"Ididn'tthinkyouknewmyfamilythat

much"

Zee:"Idon'tknowyourfamilyIjustknow

Mbuso"Ijustnod



Me:"Someonewillescortyououtwhenyou

leave"IsaidstandingupIdon'tknowwhyI'm

madthatsheknowsmybrotherandsheeven

lookedathim likethat

Zee:"Ain'tyougonnaaskwhyIwaslikethat"

shesaidwithabreakingvoice

Me:"NO"

Zee:"Whyareyoumadatme?"shesaidalmost

yelling

Me:"I'm notmadatyou"

Zee:"Iwillleavethen"shesaidthenputher

shoesshewasabouttowalkout

Me:"I'm sorry"shelookedatmewithoutsaying

anything"I'm justgoingthroughphasesinmy

marriage"

Zee:"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?"Ismiledshe

staredatme"Areyoujealous?"Ichoked

Me:"What?Aboutwhat?"



Zee:"Mbuso?"Iswallowed

Me:"Therewasjustsomethingabouttheway

youlookedathim"

Zee:"Thatwasnotmyquestionbutokaythen"I

shookmyhead

Me:"Canyounotleaveyetandtellmewhat

happenedwithyoubeforeyoupassedout"her

facewentpaleimmediately.

Zizipho

IdonotknowifI'm losingmymindorwhatbut

whywouldIseedeadpeople.

Thethoughtofthem notbeingrealbutjust

ghostsisjusttoomuchforme.

ItrytobreathifnotIwillpanicbeforeIevenI

answerLuthando.



Me:"Iknowyourgrandfatherandhisbrother,I

metthem fewweeksago,therearetheonewho

helpedmefindaplacetostayintown,they

walkedwithmethenightTshepokickedusout,

theymadesureIwassafethatday"helooked

atmeasifIwassomesortofclawn

Luu:"ZiziphothosetwopeoplediedwhenIwas

verymuchyoung,whatyouaresayingdoesn't

makesense"

Me:"Ibumpedintoyourgrandfatheragainlast

week,hetoldmethattheoneformyheartis

nearIdon'tknowwhathemeant"

Luu:"OkayZeewhatdidtheysaytheirnames

were"

Me:"ThusoandSandile"heswallowed

Luu:"Thosearetheirnames"Ifeeltearsstinging

atthebackofmyeyes

Me:"Idon'tunderstandanyofthis,whywouldI

seedeadpeople?Whywouldtheyevenhelpme?



Ithoughtghostseatpeopleorsomething"he

burstoutoflaughter"Atleastyoufoundhumor

inallofthis"

Luu:"Youseriouslythoughtghosteatpeople"I

joinedhim inlaughter

Me:"YesbutI'm worried"hesighs

Luu:"Mytwinbrotherwillhelpyouout"Ilooked

athim "Mbuso"

Me:"Howcouldhepossiblyhelpmeout?"

Luu:"heisaseer"

Me:"what?"henods

Luu:"Yeshesurelyknowswhat'sgoingonwith

youandmygrannies,hemetyouforareason"

Me:"Iwanttogohome"

"That'snotyourhomeIhavebeentellingyou"

Mbusosaidwalkingin

Me:"Won'tyoustoptalkinginriddles?Itoldyou



Idon'thaveahome.Igrewupinanorphanage

soifyouaretellingmetogohomeyouare

beingridiculous.

Mbuso:"Yourbloodisblue"

Me:"NOmybloodisred,bloodisred"theyboth

lookedateachotherthenburstoutoflaughter,

Icouldn'thelpbutnoticetheresemblancesI

didn'tseebefore.

Luu:"Wait.Areyousayingsheisroyalty?"he

saidasifhejustrealizedwhatMbusosaidand

tookitseriously

Mbuso:"Yessheisroyaltybutsheistheonly

onewhocanfindherwayhomeorherhome

willfindawaytoher"hestaredatLuthandoand

nods

Luu:"What?!NO!"hesaidlookingatme,hewas

pale.

Me:"What'sgoingon?"



Them:"NOTHING!"theyyelledinunisonmaking

mejumpalittle

Luu:"Thisisridiculous.I'm goinghometomy

wife"hequicklywalkedout.

Me:"What'swrongwithLuthando,andplease

don'tyell"hechuckled

Mbuso:"Nothing,Ijusttoldyousomething

seriouslikebeingroyalty"Ilookedathim and

startedjumpingaround

Me:"OhmyGodI'm royalty!I'm royalty"I

stopped"Happynow?Takemehome"

Mbuso:"Sarcasticmuch.Youshouldbea

clown"Iwalkedout.

Insert10

Luthando

Thedrivetomyhousefeltlikethelongestdrive

ofmylife.



Mylifeiscomplicatedasitisrightnow,thiswill

justmakemattersworseformywifeandIas

wearealreadygoingthroughalotasitis.

WhyZizipho?Outofallthepeopleintheworld.

Myphonebeepeditwasatextfrom Mbuso

"I'm takingherhomebutbroyoucan'trunaway

from this"

Ibangedthesterlingtakingoutmyfrustration.

Me:"FuckyouMbuso!"Iscreamed.

AssoonasIpulledoverIraninsidethehouse.

Me:"Melissa!"Iyelledenteringthehouse

"Melissa"sheappearedonthestairsrantohug

me

Mel:"I'm sosorryLuu"shesaidkissingmeall

overmyface.

Me:"Iwannafuckyourightnow"shefrozefora

second.Ikissedherroughlyandpushedher

againstthewall.



Irippedoffthedressshewaswearing.

Shewaswellexposedheryellowthighswerein

display.

Iturnedhersoshecouldgivemeherback.

Iunhookedherbraandbiteherbackshe

moaned.

Mel:"Luu!"Ipulledherunderweardownandpart

herlegsthenpulledherassclosetomyfirm

standingdickandinsertedit,Ihadnotimefor

foreplaynottoday.

ShescreamedasIpumpedinsideher,Igrabbed

herhair.

Me:"Ionlyloveyou,doyougetthat?"shenods

Mel:"YesandIloveyoutoo"Iquicklywentin

andoutfasterandharderuntilIreachedmy

orgasm.

Thewasthemostdrysexweeverhaditmust

bepaintoher.



Ifixedmyselfandpickedhertookhertothe

bathroom.

Ifixedherabubblebathshewasdeadquiet.

Shegotinsidethebathtub.

Mel:"Thatwasn'tyouLuu,youdofuckmebut

thistimeyouwerenotfuckme,itwasmore

thanthat,fuckingissupposedtobepleasure

andpainyougavemeadrysexitwaspainful"I

closedmyeyes

Me:"I'm sosorryMel"Ihadnocomebackfrom

thisone.

Mel:"Wereyoupunishingmefornotwantingus

toadoptachild"

Me:"OfcoursenotMelissa,Ijustfoughtwithmy

brotherthat'sallandaboutthechildthingitcan

wait"shewidenhereyes

Mel:"Whatchanged?"

Me:"Let'swaituntilyouarereadymylove,I



needourbabytohaveahappymother"Ilied

causeIdowantachild,I'm onlydelayingthe

adoptionthingbecauseIneedtofixmyhouse

affairsbeforeIbringachild.

Mel:"Thankyouforunderstandingbabe"I

smiled

Me:"Iwilldoanythingforyou"Ikissedher

foreheadandwalkedout.

IfeellikerightnowI'm inastationerypointI

havenodirection,mylifeisslowlybecominga

messandIdon'tknowwhattodo,wheredoI

evenbegin?

Zizipho

Aswedrovehomeitwassoquiethewasn't

sayinganythingeither.

Isattherewonderingwhoam I?Howthehell



didIendupinanorphanageifI'm royalty?

Ihavesomanyquestionsyetnoanswers.

Mbuso:"Youareoverthinking?"hesaid

disturbingmefrom thetrailofthoughtsIhad.

Mbuso:"Sodoyouevenknowtheorphanage

yougrewup?"

Me:"Iwasmovedtomanyorphanagesasa

childsoIdon'tevenrememberthefirst

orphanageIstayedin"henodsthensmiled

Mbuso:"Somygrannies?"Ilookedathim

confused"ThusoandSandile"

Me:"Youmeantheghostswhataboutthem?"

Mbuso:"Youdoknowthattheyarestillgonna

appear"Iscreamedandhehitthebrakes

makingmehitthedashboardwithmyforehead

Me:"Ouch!"

Mbuso:"Whatinthehell?whywouldyou

scream likethat?"ishekiddingmerightnow



Me:"Youtoldmeaboutthem appearingagain"

helaughedjustgreat

Mbuso:"Ithoughtyoulovethem"

Me:"BeforeIknewtheywerehauntingmeduh!"

Mbuso:"Areyoualwaysthisextra!?Theyare

harmless"

Me:"NothingstartswithaGisharmless"

Mbuso:"Wow!"

Me:"Yeswow"hejustlookedatmeand

continuedriving.

Mbuso:"Wearehere"Iquicklyjumpedout"Your

lifeisnotgonnabeeasyZiziphoIfeellikeyou

arenottakingthisseriously"

Me:"Okaywhatdoyouwantmetodo,cryand

telleveryonethatmylifeisamess.MbusoI'm

stillcomingintermswithwhatIjustdiscovered

aboutmyself.NotonlydidIdiscoverthatI'm

from aroyalfamilybutIalsoseeghosts.Iknow



youaretryingtohelpherejustgivemetimeto

digesteverything"henods

Mbuso:"OkayIunderstandhaveagoodnight"

Me:"Goodnight"Iwalkedinsidethenhedrove

off.

IopenedthedoorandwenttocheckonJunior

hewaspeacefulsleepinginKopano'sarms.

Iwenttomyroom,myeyeswidenasIsaw

Thusosittingonmybed

Me:"Pleasegoaway"Isaidsteppingback.

Thuso:"Nowyouknowthetruth,Iwillnever

harm youZizipho"

Me:"Pleasego,nottonightI'm tired"

Thuso:"Goaheadandsleep"

Me:"Iwillhavetotakeoffmyclothes"

Thuso:"I'm harmlessZizipho"Isighcausethis

isnothowIhavepicturedmylife,I'm now



talkingtoghost.

IblinkedafewtimeswhenInolongerseehim.

Luthando

Idon'tknowhowI'm gonnafaceZiziphotoday

andIdon'tevenwanttogotoworkbutIhaveto

Ican'tneglectmyrestaurantthat'smybaby

Mel:"Youseem distractedandyouareeven

messingupyourbuttons"Isigh

Me:"I'm justtired"

Mel:"Wasyourfightwithyourbrotherthatbig?"

Me:"YesitwasmassiveIdon'tevenwanttotalk

aboutitright"shenods.

Howdidabecomealiar?HowlongwillIkeep

lyingtomywife.

Itookmybagandwalkedout.



Mbuso

MbasaakaLuthandoisonedifficultpersonto

dealwith.

HeknewthatMelissaisnothischosenonebut

hedecidedtostaywithherregardlesslyand

wentasfarasmarryingher.

Idon'tevenseethisplayingoutwell.

Unathi:"Somethingisbotheringyoubhuti"says

mysisterdisturbingmefrom mythoughts.

Me:"Nanacanyouexcuseus"wewerehaving

breakfast

Unathi:"OkayIwillhavemybreakfastbythe

pool"shewalkedout

Mom:"What'swrongMbuso?"shegavemea

worriedlook



Me:"Mbasa'schosenoneishere"shegasped

andlookedatmydadwhojustshruggedhis

shoulders

Mom:"Youknewanddidn'tsayanything"

Dad:"Shedoesn'tknowthatsheisthechosen

one?"

Mom:"Whatdoyoumean!?"

Me:"Shedidn'tknowthatsheisaprincess,she

doesn'tevenknowthatMbasaisgonnabeher

husband"

Mom:"Can'tyouhelpherfindherfamily?"

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhichKingdom she

belongstomom andmygrandpahasbeenthe

oneguidingherandknowinghim,hewillblock

mefrom doinganything,worsepartishehas

showhimselftoherasahumanform"

Dad:"What?!"Inod

Mom:"Whoisshe?"



Me:"Thegirlwhopassedoutyesterday"she

gaspedinshock

Mom:"Wow"Iclosedmyeyes

Me:"Thereisaproblem inallofthis"

Dad:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"Mbasaismarried"

Mom:"Maybehecouldbemarriedtoboth"

Me:"NOmom,yourhistoryisgonnarepeatitself

onthem andIwon'tbeabletostopit"Mom

eyesquicklygetfilledwithtears

Me:"I'm sorry"Dadburieshisheadinhishands

Insert11

Zizipho

Iwasn'tlookingforwardtowokeuptomy

reality.

Beinganorphandidn'trealbothermethat



muchbecauseIwastoldthatmyparentsdied

whenIwasthreemonthsold.

Ihaveacceptedthatbutnownotknowingthat

whatIhavebeentoldmaynotbetrue

Idon'tevenknowthedeepestofmyself.

WheredoIevenstartlookingformyhome.

IfeltverytiredwhenIwokeup,mylifehad

changedsomuch.

IdraggedmyselftoprepareJuniorforschoolI

wasdone

Kopano:"Heywhat'sgoingonwithyou?"

Me:"I'm okayI'm justtiredthat'sall"

Kopano:"Youknowwhat,Iwilltakecareof

Juniorthewholeweek.Youseem reallytired"I

sighcauseIdon'twanttobeaburdentothem

morethanIalreadybeen

Me:"ThankyouKopano"



IwalkedtoworkIwasthelasttoarrive.

Luthandoarrivedrightafterme,hedidn'teven

saygoodmorningtohisemployeeslikehe

usuallydoes.

Hereallyseemedpaleyesterdaywhenheleft.

Idecidedtodomyownworkit'stheallthing

thatcoulddistractme

Iwalkedtothetableandputdownthefood

Lady:"I'm sorrybutthisisn'twhatweordered"I

sighthisisthethirdorderI'm gettingwrong.

Me:"I'm sosorrymam"

Lady:"It'sokaymydear"thankGodsheisoneof

thegoodonescauseIcan'taffordtobeyelled

attodayIam atickingbomb.

Tonypulledintoacorner.

Tony:"Areyouokay?Thisisthethirdorderyou

aregettingwrong"



Me:"I'm fine"heshookhishead

Tony:"Takeabreak"Ilookedathim

Me:"Thebosswi--"

Tony:"Iwillcoveryourtablesandalsohandle

him,getsomefreshairokay?"Inod

Me:"ThankyouTony"henodsItookoffmy

apronandwalkedoutsidewhereweusually

haveourlunch.

Ijustsatthereandbrokedown,Icouldn'thold

backmytears.

Ineverfeltsolostinmylifenotevenwhen

Tshepodumpedme,Ifeelsoalone.

Ifelthandstouchingbothmyshoulders,his

colognehitmynostrils.

ItriedwipingmytearstheyjustflewmoreI

endedupsobbing

HecameinfrontofmeandgavemeahugIjust

holdontohim tightthenbawledmyeyesout.



Luu:"Letitallout"hesaidbrushingmyhairand

myback

Me:"Ithurtssomuch"

Luu:"Nobodytoldyoulifewasgonnabeeasy

Zee,it'snotalwayssweetsometimesitgotta

hurt"Ijustshookmyhead.

Idon'tknowwhatisitabouthishugsthatgives

measenseofcomfortandpeace.

Iwasfinallyabletocalm downandpulledaway

from him

Me:"I'm sosorryaboutyourshirt"Isaidwiping

mytearshisshirtwaswetbecauseofmytears.

Luu:"Let'snotworryabouttheshirtrightnow,

let'sworryaboutwhat'sgoingonwithyou"I

sigh

Me:"EverythingisjusttoomuchformeIguess"

henods

Luu:"Idon'tevenknowwhattosayrightnow.I



hopeitworksoutforthebest"

Me:"Ihopesotoo"thewasthisquietmoment

Luu:"Igotsomeicecream inmyofficeit

lightensupthemood"Isigh

Me:"Idon'twantotheremployeesthinkingI'm

specialordoinganythinginappropriatewithyou

"hesmiled

Luu:"EverybodyknowsthatI'm happilymarried

Zee"

Me:"CouldhavefooledmeIwillgobackto

work"Istoodupandwalkedbackinside

Luthando

IfeellikeZiziphocouldreadrightthroughme.

Toseehercrylikethatwastroublingforme,I

thoughtIwasgonnatrykeepmydistancefrom



herbutnoIsawmyselfgoingtohugher.

Iletherwalkawayfrom meandanidea

suddenlyhitsme.

Iquicklywalkedtomyofficeandtookalookon

herCVZiziphoisaqualifiedlawyerandmy

friendhasalawfirm.

Mbuso:"Iwouldn'tdoitifIwereyou"hesaid

walkingin

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Mbuso:"Heretostopyoufrom doingsomething

stupid"Ilookedathim annoyed

Me:"Thisismylifestopinterfering"hechuckled

Mbuso:"Iwillinterferebecauseyouarejusta

boyinaman'sbody,youalwaysrunawayfrom

yourproblem.IfYouthinksendingherawaywill

makeallthisdisappearyouaremorestupid

thanIthought"

Me:"Okayperfectguyhowaboutyouleavemy



office"hechuckled

Mbuso:"Youcleardon'tknowshitaboutbeing

royalty,thisisgonnacomebackandbiteyouin

theass"hewalkedoutIgroanedinfrustrationI

tookthefileIthrewitatthedoorithitsMelissa

intheface.

Mel:"Whatthefuck?Whywouldyouthrowafile

inmyface"shesaidholdingherfaceandIhad

myeyeswideopeninshock

Me:"DidIhurtyou?"Isaidwalkingtowardsher

Mel:"YourbrotherbumpedtomeandIalmost

fellthenyouhitmewithafile"Isigh

Me:"I'm sosorry"

Mel:"Areyouguysfightingagain?"Inod.

ThankGodshewasn'tbruisedoranything.

Me:"Can'tyoucomebacklaterIhaveameeting

in20minutes?"shelookedatmelikeIhada

penisonmyforehead



Mel:"Wow!"shewalkedoutandIslammed

myselfinachairthenclosemyeyes.

"Seemslikeyouarepissingoffeveryonetoday"

Ziziphosaidwalkingin.

Me:"I'm notinthemood"shewalkedintomy

minifridgeandtookouttheicecream.

Zee:"Itlightensthemood"Ichuckledasshesits

downonmycouchItookthespooninmy

drawerandwenttositdownnexttoher.

Westarteddiggingin.

Zee:"Whathappenedbetweenyouandyour

brother?"Isigh

Me:"Ihavetomarrysomeoneelse"Ilookedat

herforareaction

Zee:"Butyouhaveawife"

Me:"Thisoneisthechosenoneformebymy

ancestors"

Zee:"That'shectic"



Me:"TrustmeIknow"shelooksatme

Zee:"Shedoesn'tknow!?doesshe?"Iknewwho

shewastalkingabout.

Me:"NOshedoesn't"shesigh

Zee:"Justtellherbeforesheheadsitfrom

someoneelse"

Me:"Idon'tknowwheretostart"shesigh

Zee:"Okayshemarriedyouknowingthatyou

wereroyaltyandshewasacommoner,she

knewthatPrincesmarryprincessesunlessthe

ancestorssayotherwise.Youguysgrewupin

thesamekingdom youbothknewthelawsbut

youstillwentagainstit.Whatdidyouguysthink

itwasgonnahappen?Youweregonnalive

happilyeverandyourprincesswillnevershow

up?"Ikeptquietbecauseshewastellingmelike

itis"AndIknowforsureyourfamilydidtellyou

thatshewasn'ttheoneforyoubutyoudecided

otherwise,Idon'tknowwhatyouaregonnado



butgoodluck"

Me:"OkayIknowImessedupnowpleasestop

pouringsaltinmywound"shechuckled

Zee:"Friendstelllikeitis"Iwidenmyeyes

Me:"Sonowwearefriends?"Isaidsmilingshe

laughedthenhitmeinthechest.

Iwipedhersideofthemouthandsheputher

handonmyarm whileIwipedher.

ThedoorburstopenMelissawalkedhereyes

welledupwithtears

Me:"Melitisnotwhatyouthink"

Mel:"Thisisyourmeetinghuh?Sheisthe

reasonyouchasedmeaway,I'm sorryI

disturbedyouIforgotmyphone"shetookher

phoneandquicklywalkedout.

Me:"Melissa!"shewasalreadygoneIlookedat

Zeewhoseemedtobemindingherbusiness

shelookedatme



Zee:"Ifyourwifewalksinonyouinsuch

situation,don'texplainyourselfyouarejust

pouringmorefueltothefireandgivingher

morereasontodoubt"shepantmyshoulder

andwalkedout.

Insert12

Luthando

SometimesIcouldbeimpulsive.

ThedecisionofwantingtosendZiziphoaway

wassoimpulsiveIsawaneasywayout.

MbusowasrightIalwaysrunawayfrom my

problems.

AndZiziphogaveittomelikeitiswithout

sugarcoatinganything.

AftersheleftmyofficeIcouldn'thelpbutthink

aboutthewaysherubbedmyarmswhenIwas

wipinghermouthhowsheblinkedsomany



timesavoidingstaringatmewithherbrown

eyes.

Thisiswrongamarriedmancan'tbethinking

ofsuchthingswhenhiswifejustwitnessed

thatmoment.

ThelastthingIwantistohurtMelissa,wehave

beentogetherforyearsIdon'twanttoloseher.

BeforedrivinghomeItextmybrothertomeet

meatsomebarIwanttoapologizetohim for

thewayIspoketohim.

MbusoandIwereinseparablegrowingupwe

lookedmoreidenticalthanwedonow.

OurdifferencesstartedwhenIstarteddating

Melissa,heneverhiditthathedoesnotlikeher.

Iwashurtthatmytwinbrotherwasn't

supportingme.

WhenIarrivedatthebarhewasthere,Mbusois

thepunctualone.



Me:"Bro"Isatnexttohim

Mbuso:"Mbasa"doeshealwayshavetocallme

Mbasa

Me:"CanIhavetheusual"Isaidtothebarman

henodsandpreparedmydrink.

Mbuso:"I'm nottryingtocontrolyou"hesaid

breakingthesilencebetweenus

Me:"IknowIwouldn'tbehereifIthoughtyou

werecontrollingme.ThisisdifficultformeI

wishIcouldjusttradeplaceswithyou"

Mbuso:"Didyoujustsayyouwishyoucouldbe

me?"hesaidamused

Me:"DidI?"webothburstoutoflaughter"NOI

takethatbackIwouldn'tlastadayinyourlife"

Mbuso:"Iknowyouwouldn't"

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtodothisMbuso,Idon't

wanttohurtMelissasheismywholelife"he

chuckledandIknowwhat'sgonnacomeoutof



thatmouth

Mbuso:"Whatmakesyouthinkyouloveherthat

much?"

Me:"BecauseIstayedwithherforyearsshehas

b--"hecutsmeoff

Mbuso:"Youarescaredtoloseherbecauseof

whatshebringsnotforwhosheis.Youloveher

butyouarenotinlovewithher,youseewhen

youlovesomebodyyouareonlyconcerned

abouthowtheymakeyoufeelbutwhenyouare

inloveyouareconcernedifyoumakethem feel

whatyoufeelforthem.Iknowyouarestuck

betweenahardplaceandarockbutyouareold

nowLuthandoyouhavetofacewhoyouare

andstoprunningbecauseyourlifeisamess

anditwillsoongetmessy"Idon'tlikethelook

onhisfacewhenhesaysthelastpartIjust

gulpeddownmydrink

Me:"ThisisfuckedupandI'm alostsoulwho



doesn'tknowwhattodo.Asifthatwasn't

enoughIstillhavetofaceMelwhowalkedinon

meandZiziphoinapositionIwouldn'tliketo

findmywifeonwithanotherman"

Mbuso:"Andsheisstillgonnawalkintomoreof

thosemomentsifyoudon'ttellherwhat'sgoing

on"

Me:"CanyoutalktoyourancestorsmanIneed

time"helaughed

Mbuso:"TheyhavenotimeespeciallyThuso"

Me:"Thatoneissoneedy,helovesattention"

Mbuso:"Atleastyouknow"Ijustshakemyhead

Me:"Letmegoman.Hopetodothisagain"

Mbuso:"Iwouldlovedthat,seeyou"Iwalkedout

atleastthereisonethingthat'spromising

that'sarelationshipwithmybrother.

WhenIgothomethelightswerestillonwhich

meansMelissaisstillawake.



Iwalkedinshewassittingonastaircasewitha

bottleofwhiskynexttoherandaglassonher

hand,shestoodupassoonasshesawme

Mel:"Heisfinallyathomemustbenicetohave

amistress"Ithoughtshewasdrunkbutsheis

stillmuchsober.

Me:"Thereisnothinggoingonbetweenmeand

her"shelaughed

Mel:"SoyouaresayingI'm crazycausewhatI

sawwasnothing"

Me:"Melissathatwasnothing,Iwasjustwiping

somethingonherfacethat'sall"shelookedat

me

Mel:"Sincewhendomarriedmandothoseacts,

thewayyoulookedatheryouneverlookedat

melikethat.WereyougonnakissherifIdidn't

walkin?"ThusoappearedbehindMelissaI

becamepale

Thuso:"SayyesorIwillpushher"Iswallowed



Me:"Uhyes"shethrewthebottleatmeluck

enoughIwasabletododgeit

Mel:"Howcouldyou?"shethrewtheglassatme

Thuso:"Tellhertostopwithhercoloredshit"I

shookmyheadhegotclosetoher

Me:"StopwithyourcoloredshitMelissa"she

lookedatmeshocked

Thuso:"Nowleave?!"IlookedatherIneverseen

hersohurt,herfacewasfulloftearsIdoubt

shecouldseemeproperly"Isaidleave"I

walkedtothedoorshesankonthefloorand

sobbedIquicklywalkedoutIcouldn'tbarethe

sightinfrontofme.

IgotinmycarIdidn'tevenknowwhereIwas

going

"Tothehospital"Ijumpedthenhitthebrakes

Me:"What'swrongwithyoupeople?"Iscreamed

athim,hejustsmiled.



Sandile:"Youbetterdrivetothehospitalright

now"

Me:"What'sgoingtohappentomywife?What

willhedotoher?"Iyelledhegavemeadeath

stareIquicklycomposedmyself

Sandile:"That'swhatIthought.Nothingisgonna

happentoyourwife?Nowifyouknowwhat's

goodforyoudrive"hesaidcalmlyyetso

demandingIdrove

Sandile:"IfIwereyouIwoulddriverfasterthan

thisbecausesheneedsyou"myheartstarts

beatingfaster

Me:"Whatdidyoudotoher?"

Sandile:"Toher?Wedidnothingtoher.It'sjust

somethingthat'sgonnamakeyoudotheright

thing"IdroveasfastasIcan

Me:"Youareonefuckencrazydeadpeople"

Sandile:"Sowehaveheard"



Me:"Mxm"

Iwasabletogettothehospitalfaster.

Sandile:"Gotoward3room 9"Inodandran

passthereception.

WhenIgotthereshewaspacingupanddown.

Youcouldtellshehadbeencrying.

Me:"Zizipho"shenoticed"What'sgoingon?"she

biteherlowerliptrysohardnottocry.

Zee:"Juniorhe..he"shecouldn'tevenfinishshe

justsobsIpulledhertome

Me:"I'm sosorry"myheartsanktomystomach

"Youdotherightthingortheysufferthe

consequences"avoicesaidtomyear.

Theysuregotmyattention.

Insert13

Zizipho



Ihonestlydon'tknowwhathappenedtoJunior

hewasfinewhenIgotbackfrom work.

ThenlateronhefellasleepIhadhim scream in

hissleephewassoakingwetItriedwakinghim

upbutnoluck.

Hethenwentsilentthat'swhenwedrovehim to

thehospitalwithKopano.

Hewasn'tresponsivewhenwegothim here,if

anythinghappenstohim Iwoulddie.

KopanohadtodrivebackhomeandLuthando

arrivedmaybeKopanocalledhim here.

Thedoctorsweretherewithhim forthelongest

time.

Me:"Theyaretakingtoolongwhatifsomething

serioushappenedtohim Luthando"Isaidwith

tearsthreateningtofall

Luu:"Youcan'tthinklikethatZizipho,Iknowhe

isfine.Trustmeonthisone"ThankGodheis



herecauseIcouldbarelykeepittogether.

Thereisnothingtorturouslikeseeingthe

doctorsandnursesmovingupanddown

updatingotherfamiliesbutnooneiscomingto

you.

"JuniorMokoena"Iquicklystoodup.

Dr:"Yoursonisdoingokaybutwecan'tfind

anythingwrongwithhim.Atthemomentwewill

runfewmoretestsonhim thenhewillgo

home"

Me:"Youmeanhejustpassedoutandthereis

nothingwrongwithhim"

Dr:"Hedidn'thaveanysignsofpanicattackor

suffocating,hisheartbeatisnormalandhewas

breathingjustfinewhenyougothim here"

Luu:"Canweseehim?"Thedoctornodsandled

theway.

HewassleepingpeacefulGodwhat's



happeningwithmyson,thedoctorleftuswith

him.

Iwalkedclosetohisbedandtouchedhisface

Me:"Mybaby"IlookedatLuthandowholooked

sopalewithtearswellinguponhiseyes.

Me:"Heywhat'swrong"hequicklywipeshis

tears

Luu:"Ineedtodosomething"Ilookedathim "I

promisehewillbefine"

Me:"Ifeellikeyouarehidingsomethingfrom

me"hewalksclosetome"Youarecrowding

me"Isaidtryingtobreath

Luu:"Iwillbeback"hekissedmyforeheadand

walkedout.

Luthando



AsmuchasthisishardformeIhavetodo

what'sright.

JuniorisaninnocentsoulIdon'tunderstand

whywouldtheyinvolvehim inmyproblems.

IdrovehomewithaheavyheartcauseI

honestlydon'tknowwhat'swaitingformeat

home.

Igotinshewasnotinthelivingroom.

Iwenttoourroom shewasstandingbythe

windowlookingoutside.

Me:"Hey"IsaidasgentlyasIcouldsheturned

shelookedatmewithoutsayinganything

"MelissawhatIsaidearlierhurtyoumorethan

anythingandIcan'ttakeitback.Pleasebelieve

methereisnothinggoingonbetweenmeand

Zizipho"

Mel:"AndwhyshouldIbelieveyou?Didyougo

toher?"Isigh



Me:"Yesbecausehersonisnotokay,heisin

hospital"shechuckled

Mel:"What'sgoingonLuthando?"

Me:"Pleasesit?"shesatonthecouchopposite

me"TheprincessI'm supposedtomarryhas

arrived"

Mel:"What?Luthandoyouaremyhusband"

Me:"iknowMelbutinnocentpeoplearegonna

sufferorevenworse"

Mel:"Idon'tcareLuthando,youthinkI'm gonna

acceptthatmyhusbandwillmarrysomeone

elsethatsbullshit!"shescreamed

Me:"I'm sorrybutifIhavetobecrownedKingI

willhavetomarrythem"

Mel:"Thenyouwon'tbeKingifIcan'tbeQueen!"

shestoodupshewaswalkingoutwhenSandile

pushedhershefell.

TomakethemattersworseIwasrightbehind



her

Mel:"Didyoujustpushme?"Sandilelaughed

Me:"WhywouldIpushyouMelissa"Isaid

helpinghergetup"MelissaI'm royaltyandyou

knewIwasroyaltyfrom thegetgo.Youdidn't

foundoutovernightthatIwasdestinedto

marryaprincessatsomepointofmylifebut

weignoredallofthatbecausewewereinlove

webrokealltherulesjusttobetogether,we

werebothyoungandnaive.I'm notexpecting

youtoacceptthiseasilybutthetruthismylove

mydestinyhavefinallycaughtupwithuslikeit

ornot.I'm notgonnasugarcoatthingsyou

knowifImarrytheprincessshewillbemyfirst

wife,theQueen,hersonwillbetheonenextin

line.ItriedchoosingyoutrustmeandifIhad

superpowersIwoulddoitagainbutthistime

aroundmyhandsaretied.GodknowsIloveyou

andIhavesacrificedmylifejustforyoubut

haveyouaskedyourselfwhywecan'thavekids?



Ihaveyouaskedyourselfwhyisourmarriage

suddenlyfallingapart?.UnlessItakethe

princessasmywifenothingwillgoright"she

shookherheadwithtearsstreamingdown

Mel:"NOLuthandoIcan'tacceptthat.Where

wassheallthistime?"

Me:"I'm sosorrythishurtandthishurtmetoo

butwecanmakethiswork"

Mel:"How?Bysharingyou?Youknowthat's

impossibleIwillbesidelinedineverythingjust

becauseI'm acommonerIhavenoroyalblood

onmyveins"sheranoutIhopetheydon'tpush

herthistimearound.

Zizipho

IhavebeensittingnexttoJuniorforhoursand

hehasn'twakeup.



AndLuthandohasn'tshowedupwhatwasI

expectingtheguyhashisownlife.

ThusoappearednexttoJuniorandtouchedhis

forehead

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"hedidn'tanswerme

buthejustwalkedout.

Ifollowedhim buthewaswalkingwhytoofastI

couldn'tevenyellhisnamebecauseIdoubt

anyonecouldseehim exceptme.

HedisappearedintothinairIlookedaroundbut

Icouldn'tseehim anywherewhenIturnedI

bumpedintosomeone.

IwonderwhydoIalwaysbumpintopeople

"Maybeit'sbecauseyouclamsy"

Me:"DidIsaythatoutloud"Ilookedatthisguy

hewasstaringatmeandhewaswearinga

whitecoatwhichmeantheisadoctor.

Dr:"Yesyoudid"



Me:"I'm sosorryDrDlamini"Isaidlookingathis

tag

Dr:"CallmeMnqophisoandyouare?"Inod

Me:"Zizipho"henods

Dr:"IfIdidn'tknowbetterIwouldsayyouwere

mysister"Ilaughed

Me:"Why?"heshrugged

Dr:"Youareherlookalikeit'screepy"

"Zizipho"itwasLuthando.

Me:"Itwasnicemeetingyou"henodsIwalked

towardsLuthando

Luu:"Juniorisawake"hiseyeshaven'tleftDr

Dlaminiwhowaslookingatus

Me:"Let'sgo"Idraggedhim toJunior'sroom

Mbuso



Iwokeuptosomeonebangingmydoor.

Iwonderwhoitwasinthemiddleofthenight

causeIwashavingthemostpeacefulnight

Iopenedupthedoorshewalkedin.

Me:"Fuckwhatareyoudoinghere?"

Mel:"Youaregonnamakesurethatyourbrother

doesn'tmarrythesocalledprincess"Ichuckled

Me:"WhywouldIdothatMelissa"

Mel:"BecauseIwilltellhim everything"

Me:"Youwouldn'tdareMelissa"shelaughed

Mel:"Tryme"Igrabbedherarm

Me:"Youknowwhatgoaheadandtellhim,yes

hewillhatemebuthewillforgivemeI'm his

brother.Whataboutyou?Doyouthinkheis

gonnaforgiveyouforsleepingwithhisbrother?

DoyouthinkhewillbehappywhenItellhim

thatyouabortedmychild?Howaboutwhenhe

hearsaboutyoursocalledinfertility



problem?"sheswallowed"Ithinkit'stimeItold

him myself"

Mel:"MbusopleaseIcan'tloseLuthando"

Me:"Yetyouhavenoproblem openingyourlegs

forhisbrother.LeavemyhouseMelissa,

LuthandoisgonnamarrythatgirlandIwill

makesurehedoesnx!"Ipushedheroutand

bangedthedoor

------

Wehavereached1kthankyouforthesupport.
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ThisMelissasituationwasweighingmedown



onmeeventhoughIwasdownplayingitbutit's

reallyhardforme.

Ihavebeenwithherforsolongandtothink

thatatsomepointIwillfalldeeplyinlovewith

ZiziphoandshewilljustbethewomanIonce

married,thatalonekillsmetothecore.

IknowI'm slowlygettingfeelingsforZizipho

andIcan'thelpbutfeelguiltthatI'm fallingfor

herwhenthereismywifeinthepicture.

AfterthestaringcontestwiththedoctorZizipho

draggedmetoJunior'sroom,thenursewas

donecheckinghim.

Nurse:"Heisfineandreadytogohome"she

saidlookingathim "Oneofyouhastosignthe

dischargepapers"

Zee:"Iwillgosignthepapers"shefollowedthe

nurse.

IpackedJunior'sclothes,Ijustdon't

understandwhywouldthosetwopricksIcall



grandpascanuseJuniortogetwhateverthey

want.

Me:"Areyoureadytogohomebuddy?"

Junior:"YeahI'm ready"helookedreallytiredI

wonderwhatdidthosetwocrazymandidto

him

Ziziphowalkedinafewminuteslater.

Me:"ComeonIwilldriveyouhome"shelooked

atme

Zee:"Ain'tyousupposedtobehome"

Me:"IwashomeIjustgotheredidn'tI?"she

shookherhead

Zee:"Idon'tlikethis,it'senoughthatyourwife

doesn'tlikemethatmuch.Nowlet'snotgive

herareasontohateme"Ichuckled

Me:"Iguessshejusthastohateyoufornow"I

pickedupJuniorandshefollowedme.

WewalkedtowardsthereceptionandIsawthe



doctoragainhewaslookingatZiziphoagain

Me:"Seemslikethedoctorhastakenaninterest

onyou"IsaidwhenstrappingJunior

Zee:"Andthat'saproblem because?"Ichuckled

Me:"Becauseyouareaprincessandheisa

doctor"shelaughed

Zee:"'Youarecrazyanditwouldn'thurttasting

thewatersjustlikeyoudid"

Me:"Don'tstartwithme"shelaughed

Zee:"Ihaven'tevenstartedwithyou"

Me:"Wellyouaresochatty"

Zee:"Lookatthepotcallingkettleblack"I

smiled

Me:"Yousurehasananswerforeverything"she

justsmiledandclosedhereyes

Zee:"Wakemeupwhenwegethome"Inever

noticedthatshehasthickandlonglashes,she



realishairyandmakesherskinmorebeautiful.

Mbuso

MelissathreateningmetotellMbasathetruth

justscaredmeIknowshewouldn'ttellhim

becauseshewilllosehim that'swhatshe

doesn'twant.

AnditscaresmebecausemybrotherandIare

tryingtoworkonourrelationshipandhe

foundingoutthatIsleptherwoulddestroythat

too.

Ihonestlydidn'twanttosleepwithhiswifebut

thegirlkeptcomingontomeIturnedherdown

somanytimesuntilonenightIwasdrunkone

nightbecametwoandmorenightsafterthat.

IwishIcouldhavetoldhim backthenbutI

couldn'tbecausehelovedthegirlandhewould



believeherovermeanytimesincewealready

havefallenoutasafamily.

Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtodobutifhe

foundsoutithastobefrom methanher

becauseshewouldchangedeverythingand

makesherselfseem asavictim inallofthis,

that'showmanipulativeshecouldbe.

Mom:"Mbusoyoubeenplayingwiththatfood

andit'sgettingcold"Isigh

Dad:"What'swrongwithyouthismorning?"

Me:"Icouldn'tsleepwell"thatwaspartofthe

truthcauseafterMelissaleftIcouldbarely

sleep.

Unathi:"Ormaybesomethingisbotheringyou

andyouhavetogetitoutofyourchest"I

chokedandlookedathershehadthislookthat

iflookskilledIwouldprobablybedeadnow.

Me:"Nothingisbotheringme"shejustshook

herheadandgotup



Unathi:"Excuseme"shewalkedout

Mom:"What'sgoingonwithher?"

Me:"Idon'tknowletmegofoundout"Isaid

standingupandfollowedmysister.

Shewassittingoutsidenearherflowers

Unathi:"Thebackstabbingbrotherishere"I

blinkedafew

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Isaidacting

confused

Unathi:"Youarenotagoodactoryouknow,how

doyousleepknowingyoufuckedyourbrother's

wife?huh?"Iswallowed

Me:"Inevermeantforittohappen"

Unathi:"Andthat'swhyyoukeptgoingbackjust

becauseyoudidn'tmeantosleepwithher"

Me:"Una--"Aslaplandedonmyface

Unathi:"YoudisgustmeMbusoandyouwilltell



ourbrotherwhatyoudidorIwill"shewalked

awaybumpingintomyshoulder.

IheardastonehitmeonmybackIknewitwas

her

Me:"Ouch"itwaspainfulIturnedshewasabout

tenfeetawayfrom me

Unathi:"Foraseeryoudisgustme"shepicked

another

IknewifIdidn'trunforshewillsurelykickmy

ass.

SoitwasarunordiemomentformesoIran.

LITHALETHUKINGDOM

Narrated

MnqophisoDlaminihasjustarrivedathome

afteralongnightshiftatthehospitalbuthe



wasstillspookedbytheresemblanceof

Ziziphotohissister.

Atsomepointhethoughthewasseeinghis

ownsisterwhenhebumpedintoheratthe

hospital.

Hetookashowerthentriedtosleepbuthe

couldn't.

Hedecidedtogoandseehisfatherwhowas

havingbreakfast.

Mnqo:"Naledi"hesaidafterseeinghismother.

QueenN:"IwillkillyouI'm yourmom"he

chuckled

Mnqo:"Whereisyourhusband?"

KingK:"I'm herewhatdoyouwant?"he

chuckled

Mnqo:"Iwanttotalktoyouaboutsomething

seriousbutinprivate"hismom lookedathim

KingK:"CanwebeexcusedmyQueen"



Naledi:"Iwillbringyourbreakfasttothegarden"

theywalkedtothegardenandsettledonthe

chairs.

KingK:"What'sthematterMnqophiso"hesaid

assoonastheysettleddown.

Mnqo:"Doyouhaveachildoutsideyour

marriagethatmom doesn'tknowabout?"he

chuckled

KingK:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Mnqo:"Ineedananswerdad"hisdadwas

takingbyhisson'squestion

KingK:"Iwouldnevercheatonyourmotherson,

adulteryisaseriouscrimeinthiskingdom"

Mnqo:"Thenexplainthis"hehandedhisphone

tohisfather,hestoleasnapofZiziphowhile

shewasn'twatching.

KingK:"ThisisEntle"hechuckled

Mnqo:"Wellit'snot,that'sagirlIbumpedintoin



hospitalhernameisZizipho"Nalediwalked

towardsthem withtheirbreakfast

Naledi:"What'sgoingon,youlookspooked

Khaya"

KingK:"LikeIshouldbe,I'm askingmyselfwhy

wouldastrangerlooksomuchlikeour

daughter"hehandedthephonetohiswife,she

immediatelystartedsweatingandleaned

againstthetabletobalanceherself

KingK:"Naledi?!"theywerebothlookingather

Naledi:"MyKing..I..I.."Shefaintedwithout

finishingwhatevershewasgoingtosay.

Luthando

AfterdroppingZiziphooffyesterdayIcame

straighthomeandMelissawasn'tevenathome

Idon'tknowwhereshemighthavewentItried

callingherbutherphonewassendingme



straighttovoicemail.

Idecidedtosleepintheguestroom Ididn't

wanttofightwithher.

IwokeuptoaquiethouseIwassurprisedto

seeMelissa'sofficeopenbecauseitisalways

locked.

Iwalkedineverythingwasinplace.

IsatonherchairIdecidedtolookintoherfiles

andseehowtheboutiquewasdoingsinceshe

complainedaboutit.

AsIwaslookingforthefinancialreportI

droppedanotherfileIpickeditupandopenedit.

IreadthroughitIfeltliketheairwasbeing

suckedoutofmylungs,myeyeswerequickly

filledwithtearswhenIbroughtmyeyesshe

wasstandingthereshocked.

Me:"Why?"Isaidlookingather

Mel:"Icanexplainbabe"shewalkedtowards



meandtriedtotouchmeIpushedherback.

Me:"EXPLAIN?!EXPLAINWHAT

EXACTLY?EXPLAINTHATYOUFUCKENTIED

YOURTUBES!ANDYOUWEREFOOLINGME

ALLALONG!"

-------

ApologiesagainIwassobusytodayIcouldn't

evenfindachancetotype
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ThisisthebetrayalIwillneverbeabletoforgive.

IhavemyflawsandIknowI'm notperfect,I

mayhavehurtherwiththechosenonewife

thingbutIdidn'tlietoherfortwoyears.

Itmaybebeenhardtotellherthetruthatfirst



butIdidanditwassomethingshealreadyknew,

somethingshewitnessedbeforeIknowit'snot

thesamewhenyouwatchithappeningto

someoneelse.

IthurtswhenithappenstoyoubutIcan'thelpit,

IfeellikeIdon'tknowthepersonImarried,the

girlIfellforbackthenisnottheonestandingin

frontofme.

MaybethisisthepriceI'm payingformarrying

hereventhoughitwasagainsttherules.

Igotnoonebutmyselftoblame

Mel:"IcanexplainallofthisLuthando"shesaid

wipinghertears

Me:"Youhadnineyearstotellmethatyoudon't

wanttohavekidsbutthenyoukeptquietand

pretendedthatyouwerehappy.Yousoldmea

dream foryearsMelissawhy?"

Mel:"BecauseIdidn'twanttobringachildonly

forthem tobeleftinthecold,theywouldbe



seenashalfroyaltyandwouldnevergetthe

benefitsofbeingroyaltylikethekidsyouwould

havewithyourchosenwife"Ichuckledcause

sheisbeingridiculousIwalkedclosetoher

Me:"Ormaybemyancestorswouldhave

changedifthisrighthere"Isaidpointinginher

heart"Waspuremaybetheywouldhave

consideredyouasoneoftheown.Theywould

haveevenmakeyoumyonlywife"she

swallowedbecausesheknowswhatI'm saying

it'strueithashappenedbeforewithmyuncle

andmanyothers.

Mel:"IloveyouLuuandIdon'twanttolose,you

aremywholelife"

Me:"Youshouldhavethoughtaboutthatbefore

youdidthis"Isaidwalkingout.

Mel:"Luupleasedon'tleavelikethismaybewe

couldmakethispolygamythingwork.I'm

willingtoacceptyouhavinganotherwife"I



shookmyhead

Me:"Iwouldhavebeenbetterifyoufeltlikethat

ifyouwerenotalreadyinhotwaters"Ipackeda

fewofmyclothes

Mel:"I'm sosorry"shesaidtryingtostopme

from packing

Me:"I'm sorrytooMel"Ikissedherforehead

thenherlipsIpulledherclosetomebyher

waistthenpulledawayfrom thekiss"What

fuckedupisIstillloveyou"

ItookmybagIwillhavetogohometodayandI

willpickmostofmythingsinafewdays.

LITHALETHUKINGDOM

Thekingwassittingwatchingthedoctor's

attendtohiswife.

HewaswonderingifthegirlthatMnqophiso



showedthem washerdaughterorsomething.

Coulditbethathiswifehadachildthatshehad

beforetheygotmarriedorcoulditbethather

wifecheatedonherbutthatwasimpossibleto

hismindbecausehiswifehasonlybeen

pregnanttwice,sheneverlefthomefortoolong

thatshecouldhavemanagedtohideawhole

pregnancy.

Hehadmorequestionsthananswersbutonly

hisunconsciouswifewouldanswerallofthem.

Heknewthathiswifecouldn'thavereactedthat

oneifshedidn'tknowanythingaboutthegirl.

Thedoctorsaidthatitwasjustpanicattackit

wasnothingmajorindeedhiswifedidwakeup

innotimejustanhourafterthedoctorleft.

Khaya:"Naledi"hesaidwalkingclosetohiswife

sheswallowedshehadhopedthatwasjusta

dream butitwasjustareality.

Naledi:"MyKing"shesaidwithashakingvoice



andtearswellbuildingupinhereyes,her

husbandheldbothherhands

Khaya:"Talktomebutterfly"

Naledi:"I'm sosorryIdidn'tknowwhatelseto

do"shesaidwithtearsstreamingdownher

cheeks

Khaya:"Pleasetellmewhat'sgoingon?Putme

outofmymiserywhatareyouapologizingfor?"

Naledi:"Icouldn'tletmyownchildbekilledlike

ananimal"

Khaya:"Killedbywho?Whatareyoutalking

about?"

Naledi:"WhenIwaspregnantwithMnqophisoI

foundoutthatitwastwinsIdidn'tknowwhatto

do,Ididn'twanttosacrificemyownchild.She

deservedachancetoliveevenifit'sfaraway

from here.That'swhyIkeptitawayfrom you

thatIwascarryingtwinsbecauseIknewsoon

everyonewasgonnafoundout,youfollowed



therulesandlistenedtoyourfathersomuch.

That'swhymybellywastoobigwithmyfirst

pregnancyitwasn'tjustonebuttwobabies.On

thedayofgivingbirthourseerwasn'taround

abecausethebabiesweredueintwomonths

time.Onlythemidwivesweretherebecause

youwerenotallowedtobewithmeduringmy

birthandIhadtoconvincethem thatmybaby

deservedachancetoliveaswomenthey

understoodthepainIwasfeeling.Oneofthem

offeredtotakethebabytoachurchthatisfar

awayfrom thiskingdom.Idon'tknowwhythe

ancestorsnevershowedanythingtotheseer

butI'm gratefultheydidn't.Ihadtolovemyown

daughterfrom afarnotknowingwhereshewas"

Thekingwasstunnedbyhiswife'srevelationhe

waslostofwords,forthefirsttimehefeltlike

hefailedhiswifeanddaughterwhohenever

gotachancetomeet.

Naledi:"IknowthisistoomuchforyoubutI



won'tapologizeforprotectingmyownchild,

shemighthatemeforseparatingherfrom us,

shewillhatemeforrobbingherachanceto

growupinahomefilledwithlovelikeour

childrenbutIhopesomedaysheforgivesme

forthat.IwasjusttryingtoprotectherandIdid

trytofindherbutIhadnoluck,themidwifethat

helpeddiedalongtimeago.Ididn'tevenknow

wheretostart"shewipedhertears

Khaya:"Whydidn'tyousayanythingwhenyou

werelookingforher?"

Naledi:"IwasgonnatellyouwhenIfindher,I

searchedeverywhere.AllIhadwasanameI

gaveher"

Khaya:"Sheisaprincessbutterfly,shewas

boundtobebroughthomenowthatweknow

wheresheis.Wecouldmaybetrytofindherand

buildarelationshipwithherIknowitwon'tbe

easybutweshouldtry.I'm sosorryIfailedyou

andyoudidarightthingbecauseIwas



probablygonnaletmydaughterbethesacrifice

ofthiskingdom andiftheancestorswantedher

tobeasacrificethereisnowayyouwouldhave

beenabletohideher.Itwasmeanttohappen,

youdidsomethingIcouldn'tyouprotectedour

child"hesaidkissingherhandsandburiedhis

headonherstomach.

Sheplacedherhandontopofhishead

Naledi:"NOyoudidn'tfailmebuttercup.Ijust

hopesshefindsitinherheartandforgiveme"

Khaya:"Shewillforgiveyoufornowwehaveto

findherandtellthekidsabouther"shenods

Naledi:"Andknowingyourkids,theywillloveher

andIhopesheisjustlikethem too"hesmiled

andjoinedhertobed

Khaya:"Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddowithyou"

shechuckled

Naledi:"Youwouldprobablydie"



Khaya:"Sofullofyourself,Iloveyou"

Naledi:"Iloveyou"theycuddled.

Mbuso

Iwasplanningtogoseemybrothertomorrow

buthecamehomehedidn'tseem fineandI

didn'twanttoaddmorebytellinghim aboutme

andhiswife.

Unathi:"Yourbrotherishere"shesaidbustingin

meIsigh

Me:"NotnowNathi,didyouseehowhelooks,I

can'taddthisontopofwhateverisgoingon

withhim"shechuckled

Unathi:"Whycan'tyoujustforoncestopbeing

selfishandbethereforyourbrotherMbuso.

Mbasaisgoingthroughsomethingandhe

probablyfeelsalone,heneedssomeonetotalk



to.Thisisyourchancetocomecleanandmend

yourrelationshipwithhim"shebustoutofthe

door.

Iknowhowmyfallouthadaffectedourown

sisterandIknowrightsheisgoingtocry

herselftosleepifwedon'tfixthings.

Idecidedtogrowapairandfacemybrother.

Iknockedonhisroom afewtimesandhe

openedforme.

Me:"HeybrocanIcomein"henodsandopened

thespaceformetocomein"Areyouokay?And

pleasedon'tlie"

Mbasa:"NOI'm notokay,mywifeliedtome

sayingsheisinfertilityonlytofoundoutshe

tiedhertubes"Ilookeddown

Me:"IknewshewasnotinfertilitybutIhadno

ideashetieshertubes"hechuckled

Mbasa:"Ofcourseyouknewshewasn't



becauseyouwerefuckingher"Iswallowedhe

waslookingatmedeadintheeyes

Me:"Youknew?ImeanIdidn'tmeanforitto

happen"

Mbasa:"I'm notstupid"

Me:"Shewaspregnantwithmychildand

abortedit"hisfacewentred

Mbasa:"WowMbusopleaseleavemyroom"

Me:"MbasapleaseIdidn'tmeantohurtyou"

Mbasa:"AndyoudidhurtmeMbuso,youaremy

brotheryouweresupposedtobetheoneto

lookoutformebutyouwentandsleptwith

Melissa.YoubetrayedmeIdidn'tthinkour

brotherhoodmeantsolittletoyou"thelookon

hisfacemademerealizehowmuchIhavehurt

him andIdon'tthinkhewillforgivemeanytime

soon.Hesatdownonthefloornexttohisbed

andplughisheadphonesonIlookedathim one

lasttime.



Ileftwonderinghowcomeheknewaboutme

sleepingwithhiswifeandstillstayedwithher.

Bonus
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AfterheleftItooktimeandreflectedonmylife.

IrealizedthatIwaswithMelissaandtolerated

herbullshitbecauseIwasafraidofbeingalone

sinceIwasn'tingoodtermswithmyfamily.

Thefearofnothavinganyoneiswhatgottome

themost.

Idon'tthinkafterIfoundoutabouthersleeping

withmyownbrotherIwasstillinlovewithherI

wasjustscaredofnotbeingwithoutherafter

nineyearsofbeingtogether.

I'm notevenmadatMbusoforsleepingwith

herbutI'm madatmeforlettingmyselfbelieve



thatshewaseverythingtomeIcouldn'tlive

withouther.

NowIjustneedtofocusonmyselfandhelp

Ziziphofoundherfamily,thenIwillleton,on

what'sgoingonbecauseatmomentshehasa

lotonherplatesheneedstofoundherselfand

whoshereallyis.

Thedooropensitwasmymotherwithmy

favoritesnack

Mom:"Heypapa"Idon'tthinkinourmother's

eyesweevergrowup,wewillalwaysbekids.

Sheplacedthesnackontopofthedresser

Me:"HeyMa"shesmiled,I'm gladIcameback

homecauseit'sabouttimeImendthe

relationshipwithmyparents.

Mom:"Howareyoufeeling"shesaidsittingnext

tomeIshruggedmyshoulders

Me:"Ifeelokay,I'm fillingforadivorce"there

wasalittlebitofsilenceandIknowshewas



slowlystartingtoacceptMelissaandwarm up

toher.

Mom:"Idon'tknowtheinsideofyour

relationshipbutifyoufeellikeyouarenot

happyanymore,I'm gladyouareleavinginstead

ofstayinginatoxicrelationshipinthenameof

love.Sometimeswehavetomakeadecision

that'sgonnabreakourheartsbutbringoursoul

thepeaceitneeds"Ismiledather

Me:"Thankyoumom"shenodsandstoodup

Mom:"Trytoeatsomething"shewalkedout.

Iateandcontactedmylawyertodraftme

divorcepapers,hewasshockedtofoundout

thatIwasdivorcingMelissabutnotallthat

glittersismadeofgold.

Myphonebeepeditwasatextfrom Zizipho,it

wasapictureofabeach

"Adayoflazingaroundatthebeachwitha

friendandherson?"Iwassurprisedbythistext



Idon'twanttoliebutitwassomethingIcould

usetodayIsmiledandreaditthreetimesto

makesureIreaditcorrectly.

Me:"Dropyourlocation"Itextedbackand

changedtosomethingthatisbeachfriendly.

Itookmycarkeysandanotherpairofclothes

withmywalletshedroppedherlocation.

Me:"Onmyway"shesentmeasmilingemoji.

OnmywayoutIbumpedintoMbusoIdidn'tsay

anythingwhenIapproachedthedoorIknewhe

wasstilllookingatmesoIturned.

Me:"Favoriteplacetohangafterschool,bring

theusualexceptforweed"henodsquicklywith

asmileonhisface

Icontinuedwithmyjourneyanddrovetothe

beachsingingalongtosomemusic.

Ispottedthem shewasinherlimegreenfull

bodyswimwear.



Itreallydidnojusticetoherskintoneshewas

beautifulIquicklysnappedoutofit.

Zee:"Heyyoumadeit"shegavemeahugI

frozeforasecondandhuggedherback.

Me:"Lookatyoulookingallcuteinthisbikini"

Zee:"Lookatyouwithpacksandmusclesin

thatvest"Ilaughedathercraziness

Me:"Heybuddy"IsaidtoJuniorwhogavemea

badeye

Junior:"ForasecondIthoughtyoudidn'tsee

me"

Me:"I'm sorrybuddy"IlookedatZiziphowho

wantedtolaughatsulkingJuniorIshookmy

head

Zee:"I'm goingforaswim"shesaidrunning

towardsthewater.

Junior:"Ialsowanttoswim"

Me:"Let'sjoinmommythen"heheldmyhand.



WestartedswimmingtogethertoapointI

startedseeinghowcutewewillbeasafamily.

Afterweweredonelazingaroundthebeachwe

decidedtograbMcDonald's.

WebumpedintoapersonIdidn'twanttosee

nottodayaftertheamazingtimeIhad.

Mel:"Hey"shesaidlookingatus,wegreeted

back

Mel:"Luucanwetalk?"Zeelookedatme

Zee:"Iwillgiveyouguysspace"shetriedtaking

Juniorfrom mebutIstoppedher.

Me:"WhenIhavetimenowI'm busy,let'sgo

guys"ZeegavemealookbutIwasn'tgoingto

entertainitnowwewalkedaway.

Zee:"What'sgoingondidyouguysfightagain?"

shesaidaswearesittingdown.

Me:"NOwearedivorcing"

Zee:"Ohokay"



Me:"Sohowfarareyouwithlookingforyour

family?"shesigh

Zee:"Ihaven'tstartedIdon'tevenknowwhere

tostart?Whatiftheydon'tevenlikeme?What

iftheygavemeawaybecausetheydidn'twant

meandhereIam goingbacktowhereIwasn't

wanted?"Itookherhandstomine

Me:"StopassumingtheworseZizipho,trytobe

positiveandwhowouldn'tlikeyou"shesmiled

Zee:"IguessIwillfoundoutthen"

Me:"WellIwillhelpyoupleasedon'trefuse"

Zee:"Sorrytodisappointyou,Iwouldappreciate

yourhelp"

Ourordercameweateoveralightconversation.

Zee:"Suchabummerthisdayhadtocometoan

end"shesaidasmycarcametoastopinher

apartmentcomplex.

Me:"Wecandothisagain"



Zee:"Wellwewillsee"shejumpedoutofthecar.

IhelpedherwiththesleepingJunior.

IwalkedherinsideandplacedJuniorontopof

thebed.

Shewalkedmeoutandwestoodnexttomycar

westaredateachother.

Zee:"Youaremarried"shesaidstilllookingat

me

Me:"Youarenotwrong"shechuckled

Zee:"Goodnight"shekissedmycheekand

walkedawayleavingmewatchingher

disappeartothecomplex.

Me:"Youaretrulythechosenone"Isaidsmiling

beforedrivingoff.

LITHALETHUKINGDOM



Everybodywassittinginthetablefordinnerat

theDlaminihousehold.

KhayaandNalediwerepreparedandreadyto

telltheirkids.

Entle:"OkayWhyareyouallsointense?What's

goingon?"

Mnqo:"Beatsme"Khayaclearedherthroat

Khaya:"Mnqophisothisisaboutthegirlyou

showedus"heheldhiswife'shand

Entle:"Whatgirl?Ishegettingmarried?Finally"

Mnqo:"I'm notgettingmarriedcanyoujust

listen?Whatabouther?"

Naledi:"Thisisnoteasybutthatgirlisyourtwin

sisterMnqophiso"Hismouthimmediatelywent

dry

Mnqo:"What?"hesaidinahuskywhisper

Naledi:"Yessheisyoursister,Ihadtogiveher

awayjusttoprotecther"



Entle:"I'm lostguyswhatareyoutalkingabout?"

Mnqophisostartsnarratingtoherhowhemeet

Zizipho

Entle:"Mom whatdoyoumeanyouhadto

protect?"

Naledi:"Backthenhavingtwinsasaroyalty,one

hadtobesacrificedforthiskingdom especially

agirlchild.SoIhadtogiveherawayinorderfor

hertonottobekilled"shesaidwithtearsEntle

wenttohughermom

Entle:"I'm sorrymom,IwishIwashalfthe

womanyouare.Don'tcryAtleastyouknownow

thatsheisaliveandokay"

Mnqo:"Entleisrightmom,wejusthavetofind

herandbringherhome"

Entle:"CanIseeher?"Herbrotherhandedher

thephone"ZiziphoMokoenaismysister?"they

alllookedather

Naledi:"Youknowher?"



Entle:"YesIhadpeopletellingmethatIlooklike

her,IfollowheronInstagram "

Khaya:"OkayIthinkitwillbeeasytofindher"

Entleclearedherthroat

Entle:"Mpumiisdatingherexhusband"

Naledi:"What?No!"

-----

Thankyoufor2klikespleasekeepinvitingyour
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Zizipho

ThankGodIhadaweekendoffandyesterday

wasablustwithLuthandoIreallyhadagood

one.

Idon'twanttodateamarriedmanbecauseI



haveexperiencedthis,Iknowthepainoflosing

someoneyoulovetoanotherwoman.

Butthereissomethingthatkeepspushingme

tohim andIdon'tknowwhywhenIthinkofhim

Ikeepsmilingandfeeldifferent.

Idon'twanttofeelthiswaytowardshim

becauseIdon'twanttobeahomewreckeras

muchastheyaredivorcingbutyoucouldsee

thatMelissastillloveshim andthewayshe

lookedatmewhenwebumpedintoher,she

wasfullofhateandanger.

Igotoutofbedandtookashowerthen

preparedbreakfastformeandJuniorsincewe

werealone.

Myphonebeepeditwasapicturefrom

Luthando.

HeactuallyhadstolenapictureofmewhenI

wasplayingaroundthebeach"Ican'thelpbut

admirethisbeauty"Ismiled



Me:"Ohpleasestopgobacktosleep"Itexted

back

HevideocalledmeandIanswered

Luu:"Heyyou"

Me:"Heyyousleptgood?"hesmiled

Luu:"WellIdidn'tsleep,meandMbusogot

drunktilldawn"

Me:"Seemslikeyouguysareinagoodplace"

Luu:"Wearegettingthere"

Me:"Wewilltalklater"henods

Luu:"Takecare"weendedthecallIshookmy

headbecausethisguyhasawifeandachosen

wife,hereIam gettingmyselfinthemiddleofit

all.

MyphonebeepedIopenedthemessageon

Instagram

"HeyZizipho,I'm sorrytojustdroponyoulike



this,mynameisEntleDlaminifrom

LITHALETHUKingdom andIbelievethatweare

sisters,Iknowthismessagemightscareyou

butIwouldliketomeetandtalk.Herearemy

contacts"bynowmyhandswereshakingIwas

pacingupanddown.

ItbeepedagainitwasapictureofherIalmost

faintedIfeltlikeIwaslookingatmyselfinthe

mirrorbutourcomplexionweredifferentsheis

mellow.

IloggedoutofmyaccountandcalledKuhlebut

shedidn'tpickupthenItriedKopanocauseI

wasavoidingcallingLuu,herphonewent

straighttovoicemail.

Idecidedtocallhim hepickeduponthesecond

ring

Luu:"Don'ttellmeyoumissmealready"my

breathwassoheavyanddeep"Ziziphoareyou

okay"



Me:"Pleasecomeover"that'sallIcouldmanage

tosayatthemoment

Luu:"OkayI'm onmywaypleasetrytobreath"I

hearthingsshuffle"Justbreath,fuck!"Ihear

him saythelinewentdead.

Junior:"Mom areyouokay?"Ijustnodandtried

tobreathIsatdownandJuniorwasrubbingmy

backtearskeptfallingfrom myeyesIdon't

knowifI'm likethisbecauseIwillfinallyfound

whereIbelong?MaybeforthefirsttimeIwill

notbemistreated?Maybeforonceinmylife

thatvoidofnotknowingwhatloveiswillbe

filled?Whataboutthemother'sloveInevergot

toexperience?ThenormalchildhoodIwas

robbedof?

Junior:"Mom pleasedon'tcry"hesaidwiping

mytearswithhislittlehands

Aknockcamethroughthedoormysonwentto

open



Luu:"Heybuddywhereismommy?"hesaid

walkinginyoucouldhearhewasshortof

breathassoonashelaidhiseyesonme,he

cametomerushing

Luu:"Heywhatswrong?"Hesaidcuppingmy

face"Youneedtobreathokay?Justbreath"I

breathafewtimesheplacedmyheadonhis

lapandbrushedmyback.

Luu:"Heybuddy,getmommysomewater"

Juniorquicklywalkedtothekitchenandcame

backwithaglassofwater"Drinkthis"Idrank

thewater.

Luu:"Nowtalktomewhat'swrong?Whatgot

youlikethis?"Itookadeepbreath

Me:"Someonereachedouttomeandsaidshe

ismysister"

Luu:"Andyoupanicked?"Inod"It'sokay"

Me:"Theywanttomeetupandtalk"



Luu:"Andwhatdoyouwanttodo?Iknowthisis

ascarythingforyou,youareusedtobeing

aloneandthethoughtofhavingsomeonewho

trulylovesyouscaresyou.Youthinktheymight

advantageofyourvulnerableselflikeothersdid

from yourpast.Butnoteveryoneisouttoget

Zee,someareheretostay.Yespeoplelike

TshepoandMpumimessedupyourlifeandthe

wayofseeingthings.Thefactthattheyreached

outtoyousaysalot"Isighrealizingthatheis

rightabouteverything.

Me:"OkayIwilltextherback"henodsItookmy

phone

"Wecouldmeettodayaround11am ifthat's

okaywithyou"

Luu:"IwillbabysitJuniorandifitgetstoomuch

foryouandyoufeeloverwhelmedbyeverything

I'm justacallaway"Inod

Me:"Thankyouforcominghere"



Luu:"AnytimeIwillbehere"myphonebeeped

shesentmealocationoftheplacewewere

goingtomeetat.

Me:"Thisiscreepy,sheismyduplicate"Isaid

showingthepicturetohim

Luu:"Whoathisisthemellowversionofyou"I

laughed"GetdressedIwilldropyouoff"

Me:"WhatwillIwear?"hechuckled

Luu:"YoulookgoodinanythingZizipho"Irolled

myeyesandpickedsomethingtowear.

Luthandodrovemetotherestaurantandaswe

weregettingclosemypalmsweresweating

Luu:"Heyyougotthis"Inodandjumpedout

"Callmewhenyouaredone"

IslowlywalkstotherestaurantLuthandowas

watchingmeInodathim togo,hedroveoff.

IgotinsideIimmediatelysawher,shelookedat

measIapproachedher



Me:"Hey,youmustbeEntle"shesmiled

Entle:"Hey,pleasesit"Isatoppositeher"How

areyou?"

Me:"I'm goodIguessconsideringthesituationI

couldbeworsehowareyou?"shenods

Entle:"I'm justgladyoucamesoI'm feeling

good"webothstaredateachotherwithout

sayinganything

Me:"OkaythisiscreepyIfeellikeI'm looking

rightbackatme"

Entle:"Tellmeaboutit,youaremyduplicate.I'm

sorryifIcaughtyouoffguardwitheverything

butIreallywantedtotalktoyou,Iknowyou

havealotofquestionsbutthosequestionsonly

mom cananswerthem"Ifeltalumpinmy

throatwhenshesaid'mom'Inevergotthat,I

don'tknowwhatamom isinmylife.

Me:"SoyouaresuggestingthatImeetyour

wholefamily?I'm notreadyforthat,itwaseven



hardformetocomehere"

Entle:"Iknow,I'm notsayingmeetthem any

timesoonbutwhenyouareready"Ijustnods

"Youhaveatwin"

Me:"What?"

Entle:"Yesyoudohaveatwin,hedoesn'tlook

anythinglikeusthou"

Me:"Whereishenow?"

Entle:"Athome"Ifelttearsthreateningtofall

Me:"SoIwastheonlyonewhowasabandoned"

Entle:"NOZizipho,mom didn'tabandonon

purpose"shesaidtouchingmyhand

Me:"Thenwhatdoyoucallitabandoningone

childandkeepingtheother?"

Entle:"IwishIcouldtellyoueverythingbutit's

betteryouhearitfrom ourparentsinsteadofa

thirdpart,believemetheyloveyouanddid

everythingtoprotectyou"Ifeltmyintestine



becomingaknock

Me:"Welltheyhaveagoodwayofshowingtheir

love"

Entle:"YouareangryandhurtIunderstandthat

butjus--"Icuther

Me:"Andyouarepsychoanalysingme"

Entle:"Justhearthem out"

Me:"NoEntle,yourparentsrobbedmeof

everythingtheygaveyoubecauseofthem I

don'tevenknowwhataparent'sloveis,Ihavea

sonbutIdon'tevenknowwhatI'm doingwith

him,Idon'tknowifI'm parentinghim rightor

justruininghislife"shewaslookingatmewith

tearsinhereyes"Andnexttimeyouwantto

spendtimewithmeletitbeaboutyounotyour

parents"IwalkedoutfeelinglikeI'vebeen

stabbedinaheartathousandtimes



LITHALETHU

Entlecouldn'tgetoverthehurtinhersister's

voice.

Hertearskeptfallingbecauseshenever

thoughtZiziphodidn'thaveanyonegrowingup.

Shegothomeandeveryonewaswaitingonher

withtheupdateofhoweverythingwent.

Naledi:"Entle"shesaidassoonassheentered

thedoor

Khaya:"What'swrong?"shesatslammed

herselfonthecouchandshookherhead

Entle:"SheisbrokenMa,shedoesn'twant

anythingtodowithyouguys"

Naledi:"Ididn'texpectherto,atleastIthought

shewouldtrytogettoknowyou"

Entle:"IbelieveshedoeswanttoknowmebutI

havetokeepyouoffthetopicwithher"Naledi



nodsshedidn'twanttoshowthatsheishurt

butshewashurting,herdaughterhatesher.

Naledi:"Gorestbabyandthankyouformeeting

upwithher"

Entle:"Don'tworrymom shewillcomearound.

Andshedoesthatthingyoudowithyour

eyebrowswhenyouspeak"Naledismiledas

Entlewalkedaway

Khaya:"Wewereexpectingthat,Iknowyouare

hurtingbutsheisyourdaughtershewillcome

around,letherbuildarelationshipwithher

siblingsandthenwewillsee"

Naledi:"WhataboutMpumi?Yourchildwillbe

thedeathofmeKhaya"

Khaya:"Iknowsheishardtodealwithbut"

Naledicutheroff

Naledi:"YourdaughterisadevilKhaya,shetried

killingmebutifshetriesanythingstupidwith

mydaughtershewillknowme.Pleasekeepher



incheckbecauseIwilldoitmyselfifyoudon't

andIwon'tbesonicethistimearound"she

walkedawayleavingKhayaworriedabouthis

daughters.Mpumiisherfirstwife'schildthat

diedgivingbirthtoher.Heraisedheraloneuntil

NaledicamearoundbutMpumididn'tlikeher

stepmothershebelievedthatherchildrenwill

stealherdadfrom hershewenttoofartoeven

trykillingherwithpoison.

Nowhisdaughterisdatingherotherdaughter's

exhusband.

Mbuso

AfteryesterdaynightIcouldreallysaythat

MbasaandIaretryingtobuildourrelationship.

Wegotsodrunkyesterdayandmom waseven

amusedandhappyatthesametime.



Unathiwastheonewhotookustobed.

Luthandojusttextedmeandsaidthatheis

comingoverwithZiziphoandJunior.

Me:"Mom!"Iyelled

Mom:"WhatdidIsayaboutyellinginthis

house?"

Me:"Luthandoiscomingoverwithhischosen

wifeandherson,hegavemeaninstructionto

tellnottoactweirdtrytobenormal"

Mom:"Iactnormal"

Dad:"NOyoudon't"

Mom:"FineIwillactnormal"

Unathi:"Who'sthatwithMbasa?"shesaid

walkingin

Mom:"Myfuturedaughterinlaw"

Unathi:"Damnsheisbeautiful"Ichuckled

Me:"Actnormalpeople!"theylaughedandsat



downquietly"Nowyouareallawkward"

Dad:"Mbusowhatdoyouwantustodo?"he

whisperedLuthandowalkedinwiththem.

Mbasa:"Family"

Mom:"Hey,youmustbeZizipho?"shesmiled

Zee:"YesMyQueen"mom chuckled

Mom:"JustMa"shenods

Dad:"Ntokazinicetomeetyouagain?"hereyes

widenIguessshedidn'tnoticehim

Zee:"YouareLuthando'sdad?"

Dad:"Yeswelcometoourhome"

Zee:"Thankyou"

Unathi:"I'm theoldersister"shehuggedherno

oneisextralikeUnathi.

Theyoungmanwenttositonmydad'slap

Zee:"Junior!"



Dad:"Lethim beIguessI'm hisfavorite"

Mbasa:"Inyourdreams"wealllaughedand

settleddown,theservantscamewithourfood

andwedishedup

Me:"SoJuniorwasbornonthe25thMay?"They

alllookedatme.

Zee:"Yeshowdidyouknow?"Ishruggedmy

shoulders"ohnevermind"

Mom:"OhmyGodhe---"Iclearedmythroat

Me:"Yeswesharebirthdayswithhim"Mom and

Dadlookedateachother

Zee:"Ohreally?"

Mbasa:"Yessowearetriplets"nowI

understandwhyZiziphoisthechosenonefor

Mbasa

---



HappySundaylet'snotforgettosharethepage
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Zizipho

IreallyhadapeacefulnightonLuthando's

home,hedidn'twanttoleavemealonebecause

oftheemotionalstateIwasatwithJunior.

Hisfamilyissowelcomingandtheyaregood

people,nowIunderstandwereLuthandogothis

goodheart.

Juniorrefusedtospendanightinthesame

room withhewassoclingytothekingdon'task

mewhy.

IwokeupandtookashowerwhenIgotoutof

thebathroom thequeenenteredtheroom

Queen:"I'm sorryIhavebeenknockingfora

while"sheisreallybeautifulandwithabeautiful



hearttoo

Me:"It'sokayMa,pleasecomein"sheplaced

thefoodonmydresser,Iwassurprisedthat

shecooksforherownfamilyotherQueens

barelytouchthepots.

Queen:"Howdidyousleep?"

Me:"Isleptokay,IhopeJuniorwasn't

troublesome"shechuckled

Queen:"Thatoneisasweetheart"Inod"Iheard

youareaprincess"

Me:"Luthandoandhisbigmouth"shelaughed

Queen:"Youaretrulybeautiful,youremindme

ofmyhighschoolfriend"

Me:"IfsheisaQueentoothenshemightbethe

womanwhogavebirthtomeandgaveme

away"

Queen:"Pleasesit"shesaidpantingaspace

nexttoherIsat"Areyouangrythatshegave



you?"Inodfeelingthelumponthroat

Me:"I'm angrythatshegavemeawayand

continuedlivingherlavishlylifewhileIsufferin

thecold,youknowwhatpainsmeisthefact

thatshekepttheotherchildandgavemeaway?

Whyme?"shewipedthetearsthatkeptfalling

from myeyes

Queen:"IknowithurtsrightnowandI

understandwhyshegaveyouawaybutit's

reallynotplacetotell,howaboutyouhearher

out?The'Why'questionwillfinallybeanswered.

Theangeryouarefeelingisjustifiedbutitisnot

goodforyou.Theonlywaythatitwillgoaway

itswhenyoudecidetofaceyourparents"she

wasnowhuggingme

Me:"Thankyou"

Queen:"Wearehereforyou,lettingpeoplebe

thereforyouitdoesnotmeanthatyouare

weakortheywilltakeadvantageofyou.Some



ofusarejusttherealones"Inoddedwewere

disturbedbytheknock

Luu:"HeyitsmecanIcomein"

Queen:"NOsheisnotreadyunlessyouwantto

getiton"Iwiddenmyeyesandmouth

Luu:"Arrgmom!Iwillbeinthekitchen"heleft

shejustlaughed

Queen:"IhopeIdidnotcockblockyou"I

swallowed

Me:"Wearenotdating,heismarried"she

shruggedhershoulders

Queen:"Mmhokay.GetdressIalreadybathed

Junior"shewalkedout,didshejust..Ijust

laughed

TheQueenandKingwenttoattendsome

meetingonthevillagehallwithJuniorwhowas

suddenlyclingytothem.

IwasjustleftwithMbuso,LuuandUnathi.



Unathi:"SoyouweremarriedtoTshepo?"

Luu:"Unathiyouarejustnosy"

Unathi:"I'm justgettingtoknowher"Ijust

chuckled

Luu:"Youwillgettoknowherlateroncauseme

andZiziphoaregoingforastrollaroundthe

kingdom"Mbusowassooquiet

Me:"Weare?"henods

Luu:"Broareyouokay?"

Mbuso:"Wewilltalkaboutitlateron"

Luu:"Okay,Zeelet'sgo"hetookmyhandwe

walkedtothejeep.

AsweweredrivingIcouldn'thelpbutadmire

thisplaceithadbeautifulvalleysandfields.

ThecarstoppedIlookedatLuu.

Luu:"ComeI'm takingyoutomyfavoriteplace"

wewalkeduntilwereachedabigrock



Me:"Isthisyourfavoriteplace?"henods"how

doyougetontopoftherock?"heclimbedand

helpedmeclimb

Me:"Thisisabeautifulview"youcouldseethe

wholekingdom anditsvalleys

Luu:"YeahIcan'tbelieveIwillrulethiswhole

kingdom someday"

Me:"It'sscary"

Luu:"Atleastmychosenwifeissmartwoman"I

swallowedIfeltalittlebitjealous

Me:"Youmetheralready?"henods"Ihaveto

go"

Luu:"Wejustgothere.Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"I'm goingtomeetmyfamilyrightnow

maybeIwillmeetmychosenhusband"I

jumpedofftherockIfell"Ouchfuckenstupid

rock"

Luu:"Ziziphoareyouokay?"hesaidhelpingme



up

Me:"I'm doingjustfine!InfactI'm great.Ouch"I

saidfeelingthepainonmyankle

Luu:"OkaycomeonIwillattendtothatankle"I

chuckled

Me:"NOIwillgototheclinictomorrow,right

nowI'm goinghome"

Luu:"Whyareyoumad?"

Me:"Let'sgo"heshookhisbigheadwhichI

didn'tfoundattractiveatthemoment.

Wedrovetothepalaceinsilencehekept

stealingglancesatme.

AswegottherehisparentswerearoundI

leapedevenmoreIrefusedhim helpingme

Queen:"Ziziphowhathappened?"IlookedatLuu

Me:"Askyourson"

Luu:"Whyme?Shejumpedofftherockandfell"



Ichuckledandshookmyhead

Me:"Hepushedmeofftherock"hechokedon

hissaliva

Luu:"Zizipho!"hisparentswerelookingathim

forexplanation"Idon'tknowwhysheislying"

Me:"Ouch!"herolledhiseyes"I'm swelling"

Queen:"WenaMbasa!!ComehereZiziphoIwill

helpyouwiththat"

Hismotherattendedtomyanklewhichwasn't

eventhatmuchpainful.

Queen:"Hedidnotpushdidhe?"Ishookmy

head

Me:"NOhewouldn'tdothat"

Queen:"Don'tworryhewillbeintroublewithhis

dadandIwon'ttellthatyouwerelyinghe

deservesitforlettingyoufall"Ilaughed

Me:"IthinkI'm fallingforhim"didIjustsaythat

tohismother?I'm stupid



Queen:"That'sagoodthing...Imean.Ohmy

GodIhavetogo"shequicklyrushedoutofthe

room.

ThatwasawkwardIdecidedtocallEntle.

LITHALETHUKINGDOM

Entlewaswatchingamovieinherroom when

herphonefrom anumbershecouldn't

recognizedsheansweredthenkeptquiet

Zee:"Heyit'sZizipho"

Entle:"Ziziphohey"shesaidquicklysittingup

straight

Zee:"Howareyou"

Entle:"I'm goodhowareyou?"

Zee:"I'm good,Iwanttoapologizeforthatday"

Entlesmiled



Entle:"NOit'sokay,I'm justgladyoureached

out"

Zee:"IwaswonderingifIcouldcomethere

tomorrowtomeetthem "sheimmediately

stoodup

Entle:"What?!Ofcourse"

Zee:"Pleasedon'ttellthem anything,Ijustwant

toknowthetruth.Idon'twantthem preparinga

speechtosaytome"shequicklynods

Entle:"OkayIwon't,Ipromise"

Zee:"Thankyou,seeyoutomorrow"

Entle:"Seeyoutomorrow,Goodnight"

Zee:"Goodnight"Ziziphohangedupleaving

Entlesmilingtoherself.

Entle:"ThankyouGod"shesaidtoherself.

MorningcameandEntlewakeupsoearly

preparedbreakfastshewasnervousbuthappy

forherparentsatthesametime.



Shenoticedtheguardsaboutthevisitorsso

theywon'tkeepthem waiting,Nalediwalkedin

andsmiled.

Naledi:"WhatdidyoudowithmyEntle?"she

laughed

Entle:"Wegotvisitors?"

Naledi:"We?"shesaidraisinganeyebrow.

Khayawalkedin

Khaya:"Twocarsjustpulledinourdriveway,

what'sgoingon?"Entlebiteherlowerlip

Entle:"Ziziphoishere"

Parents:"What?!"thetwinbrotherjuststood

theretoo.

Thebellrangandtheparentslookedateach

other,Entlewenttoopenthedoor.

ZiziphowaswithLuthandoandJunior.

Entle:"Pleasecomein"Ziziphowastoonervous

shewastappingherfoot.



Entleledthewayandtheyfollowedher.

Entle:"Mom andDad,thisisZiziphoandZee

theseareourparents"Ziziphonodsasshe

didn'tknowwhattosaytothem atthemoment.

Shelookedathertwinbrotherandsmiled

Zee:"Nicetomeetyouall,thisisLuthando"she

wasclutchedontoLuthando'shand.

Naledi:"Pleasesit"shesaidwithahuskyvoice.

Theyallsatdown,therewasanawkward

momentforasecond.

Mnqo:"Nicetoseeyouagain"Luthandolooked

athim,hementallyslappedhimselfforbeing

stupid.

Zee:"It'snicetoseeyouagain"Naledisighshe

hadglassyeyes

Naledi:"ZiziphoIknowyouareherebecause

youhavesomemanyquestionsaboutwhyIget

youupandIunderstandthatyoumighthate



me"

Zee:"YouarewrongIneverhatedanyone,Ijust

wanttoknowwhyyoudidit?Didyoueverthink

ofmewhenyoulivedthislavishlylifeofyours"

Naledi:"ThereisnodaythatIdidn'tthinkofyou,

ItriedevenlookingforyoubutIhadnoluck.I

gaveyouawayjusttoprotectyoufrom being

thesacrificeofthisKingdom,yourfatherdid

notanythingaboutyoupleasedon'thatehim or

holdanythingagainst.Icouldnotliveknowing

thatIgaveyouuptobekilled.Icouldn'tdo

it"shesaidwithtearsEntlewenttoherandhold

herhand"Idon'texpectyoutounderstandme

orforgivemecauseIhavenoideaofhowyour

childhood"

Zee:"Youknowhowmychildhoodwas?Iwas

movedfrom orphanagetoorphanage?Atthe

ageoffifteenIwaskickedoutoftheorphanage

becausetheysaidIwasoldtherearesomekids

whoneededthatbedIslept.Ihadtosleepon



thestreetsbecauseIhadnowheretogo.Fora

yearIhadtosleeponthestreetswiththefear

thatsomeonewillcomerapeme,killmeor

kidnapme.Ihadtocheckdirtybinsforfood

justsoIhadtoeat.OnenightIbumpedintoan

angelwhoturnedmylifetoanightmaremyso

calledexhusband,whoverballyabusedmeand

madesurethatIknewthatIam whoIbecame

becauseofhim.Isoonturnedtobeinghis

punchingbag.Ihadnoonetoprotectme,you

thinkgivingmeawaywasprotectingmebut

yougavemetothewolftofeedontome.I

stayedinanabusedmarriagebecauseIthought

itwasnormalforahusbandtodowhatmyown

husbanddidtome.HowwasIsupposedto

knowanythingwhenIhavenomothertoteach

meaboutmarriage?Adadtosetstraightaman

whoabuseshisowndaughter?Abrotherto

protectme?Asistertobethereforme?You

robbedmeofallthat.Ifyouletthem killmeI

wouldn'thavewentthroughallofthat"Naledi



andEntlecouldn'tholdbacktheirtears.

Khaya:"Don'tsaythatZizipho,Iknowwecan't

takeawaythepainbutwearewillingtomakeit

upforallthoseyears,youhaveachildnow

pleaselethim gettoknowus.Yourmother

lovesyouandIloveyou,yoursiblingsarehere

andtheyloveyou.Wearenotaskingforyouto

forgeteverythingthathashappenedtoyoubut

weareaskingyoutoletusbethereforyou

throughyourhealingprocess"

Zee:"AllIneededwastobeloved,that'sallI

everlongedfor"shesaidthatandbrokedown.

Insert19
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ThemoodhaschangedevenLuthandodidn't

knowthatZiziphohaditthishardinherlife.

Apartofhim wasbreakingbecausethepain



Ziziphofeltitssomethinghedidn'tevenbegin

toimagineshewentthroughshemaskeditvery

well.

Naledicouldn'thelpbutcrybecauseitseems

likehertryingtoprotectherchildmadeitworse

toherdaughter'slife,shesufferedgreatlyinher

andshewasn'tthereforher,shewasallalone.

Mnqofeltguiltthathismotherchosetogivehis

sisterawayinsteadofhim,hefeltlikeasmale

childhewouldhavesurvivedtheworldbetter

thanhissister.

Hebelievedfemalechildwasmoreeasyto

attackonandeasilytakenadvantageof.

Khayafeltlikeafailure,hefailedhiswifeand

children.

Ifonlyhechangedthelawofsacrifice

immediatelywhenhebecamethekinghiswife

wouldn'thavebeeninapositionshewasin

whenshechosetogiveawayZiziphoand



Ziziphowould'vehadthechildhoodherother

siblingshad.

AllyoucouldhearwasZizipho'spainfulsoband

Naledidecidedtotakeachanceandsatnextto

her.

Sheslowlypulledherforahug,shewas

preparedforrejectionbutZiziphowentallin

instead.

Shesobbedtoapointthathertwinbrother

couldn'ttakehewalkedoutside.

Khayafoundhimselfshreddingatear,itpained

him toseethetwowomenhelovescryingso

muchbuthewashappythatZiziphowasletting

Naledicomforther.

Naledi:"I'm sosorry"shesaidasshewas

brushingZiziphowhowasslowlycalmingdown

Zizipho:"Ithurtssomuch"forthefirstshewas

lettingherpasthurtherinsteadofactingstrong.



Shewaslettingherpasthurt,shewasallowing

herselftofeelthepainshewentthrough.

Naledi:"It'sokay,justletitallout"Naledisaid

wipingherdaughter'stearsforthefirsttime.

Entle:"Youarenotalonenow"shesaidsitting

nexttohersistertoo.

LuthandowalkedouttofoundMnqophisowho

hadhisheadburiedinhishead.

LuuplacedhishandonhisshoulderandMnqo

quicklywipedhistearsbuthewastoolate.

Luu:"It'sokayman,afterthatheartbreaking

momentIfoundmyselfintearstooanditmust

beworseforyou.Yousharedthewomb"

Mnqo:"Howisshestillstandingafterallshehas

beenthrough?"

Luu:"Iguesssheisstrongerthanthebothofus

combined"theybothwalkedinsidetheladies

havefinallycalmeddown



Luu:"Heyfeelingbetter?"hesaidlookingat

Ziziphoandshenods

Zee:"Idon'thateyouforwhatyoudidbecauseif

youdidn'tchoosetosavemeJuniorwouldn'tbe

hereandheisonlythatmatterstome,heisthe

reasonItookitallandsurvived.Idon'twantto

forcearelationshipwithyou,yesIwanttoknow

youbutIwouldappreciateitifyouletmedo

thingsinmyownpace"

Naledi:"Ofcoursewewillrespectyourwish"she

couldn'tbelieveitthatZiziphowasreallysaying

allthatshewassayingrightatthatmoment

Khaya:"Howaboutyoustayhere?"Zizipho

lookedathim "Iknowyouarenotdoingwell

financiallyandyoudon'twanttoaskforhelp.

Wewillgiveyouthespaceyouneedandwhile

youfoundyourownfeet"

Zee:"CanIthinkaboutit?"

Naledi:"Yesofcourse,whenyouarereadyyou



willtellus"shenods

Entle:"CanIwarm thefoodnow?"

Junior:"Youlooklikemymom"hesaidlooking

atEntlehehasbeenquietthewholetime,Entle

smiledathim.

Entle:"Meandyourmom aresisters,sothat

makesmeyouraunt"

Junior:"OkayI'm hungryaunt,canIpleasehave

somefood?"

Entle:"Okay,let'sgomakeyousomefood"they

walkedtothekitchenhandinhand

Naledi:"Youaredoingagreatjobwithhim?"

Ziziphosmiled

Zee:"Youthinkso?"

Khaya:"Heiswellmanneredthatsaysalot"

Zee:"Thankyou"

Mnqo:"Sohowdoyouknoweachother?"he



askedlookingatLuuandZee.

Zee:"Heismybossandmyfriendtoo"

Naledi:"IthinkIknowyoufrom somewhere,ain't

youaprincefrom ManziniKingdom"

Luu:"YesIam"

Entlecamebackwithfoodandtheservants

werehelpingher.

Theyatebrunchanditwasn'tasawkwardthey

allthoughtitwouldbebutZiziphowaskinda

reserved.

ItwastimetogobacktoManziniKingdom for

them

Entle:"Hopetoseeyousoon"shesmiled

Zee:"Definitely"

Junior:"Idon'twanttogo"theyalllookedathim

shocked

Zee:"JuniorwehavetogoIpromisewewill



comebackagain"hejustshookhisheadand

tearsformedonhiseyes

Naledi:"HecanstayIknowthisisstillnewto

youbutheisconnectedhere,tomorrowyouwill

pickhim up"shesigh

Zee:"OhmyGod,heisgonnabethedeathofme,

Ijustdon'twanthim tobotheryou"

Junior:"IpromiseIwon'tcausetroubleIswear"

hesaidraisinghispinkyswearfinger

Zee:"Wow.Ineverseensuch,tomorrowIwillbe

fetchingyoulittlemannostories"hequickly

nods

Junior:"AuntEntlecanIhavesomecookies"

Zizipholaughed

Entle:"Ofcourse"shewenttohugZizipho"Iwill

seeyoutomorrowIloveyou"

Zizipho:"SeeyoutomorrowIloveyoutoo"she

wentinsidewithJunior



Naledi:"Thankyouforhearingmeout"

Zee:"It'ssomethingwebothneeded"they

huggedandZiziphohuggedhisbrotherand

fatherthenleft.

Naledi:"Ican'tbelieveit'sher"

Khaya:"Youbetterbelieveitbutterflysheishere

andshehasaforgivingheartjustlikeyou,she

hasmoreofyourqualitiesandThankGodfor

givingusachancetobeinherlife"

Naledi:"IfeellikeI'm dreaming,let'sgobewith

ourgrandson"shesaidsmiling.

Luthando

Ididn'tknowthatZiziphowassostrong,she

morestrongthanIam.

Iknowwhymyancestorchoseherforme,they

knewshewouldmakeastrongQueenforthis



kingdom.

I'm gladshewasfinallyabletomeetherfamily

andrealisetheangershehadharboredinher

foryearsbutIknowitwon'tallgoawayshewill

needsometherapy.

Wedrovehomewithhercomplainingabout

howmuchJuniorisquicklytogetusedto

people.

Whenwegothomemymom wasalready

waitingforus,shewasworriedaboutZizipho.

Mom:"Youguysareback?Howdiditgo?"

Zee:"ItwentwellandJuniorstayedbehind"she

smiled

Luu:"Canwetalk?"IsaidlookingatZizipho

Zee:"Sure"Iledthewaytothegarden

Luu:"Howareyoufeelingabouteverything?"she

sigh

Zee:"Ifeelsoexposedandnaked,Ineverbeen



abletoputmyfeelingsouttheretilltoday.And

I'm gladshedidn'tgivemeupforselfishreason

orsomething.ShewasprotectingmeandI

can'tblameherforallthathashappenedtome.

Idon'twanttoholdgrudgesandIwanttobuild

arelationshipwithmyparentsandsiblings"

Me:"YoubeenthroughalotandhonestlyI

wouldn'tevensurvivehalfofthethingsyou

werethrough"shesmiled

Zee:"Idon'tknowhowI'm stillstandingeither"

Me:"That'swhyI'm gladthatIwillberulingthis

Kingdom withyou"shelaughed

Zee:"Yousuchajoker"shesaidstilllaughing

butstoppedwhensherealizedIwasn'tlaughing

"Waitwhatdidyoujustsay?"

Me:"YouaremychosenwifeZizipho,Ijust

didn'thavethecouragetotellyou.Thereason

youwereseeingmygrandfathersitsbecause

youaredestinedtorulethiswithme.Itried



runningawayfrom allthisbutatsomepoint

theybringustogether.AndI'm donerunning

awayfrom itall"

Zee:"Youarenotjoking?"Ishookmyhead

Me:"NOI'm not"shejustkeptquiet"Say

somethingplease"

Zee:"Whyme?"

Me:"Whynotyou?"sheshookherhead

Zee:"WowIneedwaterhaibo"shesaidthatand

raninside

Myphonebeeped"Youarenotgettingadivorce

Luu,overmydeadbody!"thatwasMelissa

Me:"IguessIwillbeawidowthen"Itextedher

backthenerveofthiswoman

"Areyouthreateningtokillme?"

Me:"Figures!"

Insert20



Zizipho

Itistruewhentheysaybigthingscomeinsmall

packages.

NeverhaveIthoughtTshepoputtingmewhat

heputmethroughwilllandmeheresomeday.

TosayIwasshockedwithLuthando's

revelationwouldbeanunderstatement.

IneverevensuspectedthatIwilleverbehis

chosenone.

WithMelissahatingmefornoreason,Idonot

knowwhatshewouldbedoingnow.

Idon'tknowhowthissituationmakesmefeel,I

mighthavefeelingsforLuthandobuthestill

muchmarriedtoMelissaandshewillprobably

thinkI'm thereasonLuthandoisdivorcingher.

Ididn'tneedwaterIjustneedtorunawayand

getsomeair.



Luu:"Ziziphoopenthedoorweneedtotalk

aboutthis"yesIdidruntotheroom Iwasusing

andlockedmyselfup.

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Luu:"TotalkIsaidthatalready"Ifeelsostupid

thatIfeltjealousofmyselfbutIdon'tblame

myselfIdidn'tknowthathewastalkingabout

me.

IwenttoopenthedoorhelookedatmelikeI

wascrazy

Me:"What?"

Luu:"Likeseriously?Didyoureallyjustrun

away?"Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:"YoujustdroppedahugebombonmeWhat

didyouexpectmetodo?"

Luu:"Iexpectedyoutotalktomeaboutthisnot

run"Ichuckled

Me:"Sayssomeonethatdidn'thavetheballsto



tellmewhatwasgoingon"helookedatme

Luu:"Youthinkitwasthatsimple,Ihadalife

thatIplannedformyselfnotthis"

Me:"AreyousayingthatI'm thereasonyouare

here!?"Ican'tbelievehim rightnow

Luu:"ThatcameoutwrongI'm sorry"

Me:"NOLuuyoudon'tgettofuckupand

apologizethenthat'sit.Imyselfdidn'teven

knowthatIwassomefuckenprincess,your

ancestorsledmetoyou,nottheotherway

round.Withthatattitudeyouwillrunthis

Kingdom downandIwon'trunakingdom witha

weakling"heswallowed

Luu:"I'm notaweakling"

Me:"Thenproveit"

Luu:"LookifyouthinkI'm weakthat'syour

opinionanditdoesn'taffectmeinanyway.I

havenothingtoprovetoyou"



Me:"Exactly"

Luu:"Wellnowthatweareinthesamepage.

Canwetalkaboutthematterathand?"

Me:"Iam yourchosenone,thereisnothingIcan

doaboutit.IknowwearenotgonnabeQueen

andKinganytimesoonwegottimetofigure

thingsout"henods

Luu:"Iagreewithyou,Iknowthatmylifeisn'tin

agoodspacerightnow.TrustmeIwillfix

everythingallinduetime"

Me:"Igotyou"

Luu:"I'm gladIhaveyouhere,Ithinkyoushould

taketimefrom work.Iknowyouwanttobe

independentbutwehavesomuchinourplate.

EvenMelissaisstressingmeoutsheisfighting

thedivorce"

Me:"Iwilltaketheoffertoliveathomewithmy

family.Younevertoldmewhyyouguysare

divorcing"hesigh



Luu:"MelisjustnotthewomanIthoughtshe

was.Sheliedaboutbeinginfertilitywhenshe

actuallytiedhertubes.Shesleptwithmy

brotherandgotpregnantforhim thenaborted

thepregnancy.WhenIfoundabouttheaffairI

keptittomyselfthatIknewbecauseIlovedher

andIstayed"Ilookedathim

Me:"Doyoustillloveher?"

Luu:"NOIdon'tloveher,Idon'tevenhateher

shedoesn'tdeserveanyfeelingsfrom me"he

placedhishandontopofmine"Idon'tknow

whatIfeelforyoubutitissomethingsopure"

Me:"Ifeellikethislifeisnotgonnabeeasy"

Luu:"Ijustwantyoutopromiseonething,when

thethingsgettough,thetoughwewillgo"Inod

Me:"Ipromise"Iplacedmyhandontopofhis,

forthefirsttimeIfeltlikewewereconnected

Luu:"Thisscaresme"



Me:"Metoo"

Luu:"Itwillallworkout"heplacedhisforehead

onmine.

Mbuso

Thiswasn'tgonnabeaneasyJourneyforthese

twobuttheirloveseem tobestronganditwill

conquereverything.

IhavebeenhavingheadachesandI'vebeen

theserecurringdreamsaboutJuniordrowning

inhisownbloodandIcouldnotsavehim.

Ihavebeentryingtoconnectwithmyancestors

withthisdream buttheMokoenaancestorsare

blindingmewhenitcomestohim sincehisone

ofthem.

Dad:"Mbuso!"mydadyellatmebecauseI

basicallyzonedoutonhim.



Me:"I'm sorry"

Dad:"Sonsomethingisbotheringyou,talktome

andgettingworriednow"Isigh

Me:"Ican'tseeJunior'sfutureandIkeepon

havingthesedreamsabouthim drowninginhis

ownblood"helookedatmeshocked

Dad:"Haveyouconsultedaboutthis?"Inod

Me:"I'm blinded,theMokoena'sareblindingme

from this"

Dad:"Howcouldtheydothiswhenyouare

tryingtofigureoutwhatcouldbepossible

dangerousforJunior"

Me:"Iwillonlybeabletohelpifweclaim him as

oursandhisfatherwillfightthis.ButJunioris

thefutureofthisKingdom wehavetofigureout

whatiswronghim"

Dad:"Iknowson.Iknowson"hesaidin

frustration



Me:"Ihavetofigurethisout"

Dad:"DoesLuthandoknowaboutallofthis?"

Me:"NO,Ihaven'tsaidanythingtohim.Idon't

wanttoscarehim.Onlytheyhavetoknownow

isthatLuthandohastogiveJuniorour

surname"henods

Dad:"Okaythen"

Luthando

AfterspendingsometimeIdecidedtopay

MelissaalittlevisitbecauseIthinkshewill

becomeathorninmylife.

I'm happythatZiziphoisacceptingherdestiny

andhavethegutstostaytruetosheisandnot

runawaylikeIdid.

I'm slowlyfallingforherandthefeelingsare

justtoostrong.



IpulledovertomyoldhouseIwalkedinsideI

foundhersittingonsofasippingonherwine.

Me:"Nicelifeproblemshuh?"shejumpedI

guessshedidn'tevenhearmewalkingin.

Mel:"Areyoutryingtokillmeorsomething?"I

chuckled

Me:"Itwouldhavebeeneasytodoitwhydidn'tI

thinkofthat"

Mel:"Youdon'thavetheguts"

Me:"KeeptellingyourselfthatMelissa,Imean

whatdoyouthinkthisis?Youscrewedmyown

brotherandyouhavethenevertofightthis

divorce.Whoknowshowmanyguysyou

screwedwhilemarriedtome?Isurelyneedto

gettested"

Mel:"LuthandoIgivenupmywholelife,you

can'tjustleavemelikethat"Ishookmyhead

Me:"NOMelissayouhadnolifebeforemeIdid



youafavourandtookyououtofthatlifeyou

werelivingandyousurelydon'twantustogo

there.Ifanyonehasgivenuphislifeforyou,it's

me.Soyoubettersignthosedivorcepapers

andyougettokeepeverythingyouhaveright

nowifnotyoumightloseallofthis"shewalked

closetome

Mel:"Pleasedon'tdothistous"shewrapped

herarmsaroundmyneckandkissmeIpushed

her

Me:"Pleasedon'tembarrassyourself,nowIwill

leaveyoutowhateveryouweredoing.Please

sleepwithyouroneeyeopensomeonemight

snatchyourneck"Iwalkedoutleavingher

stunned.

------

ForgivemeIknowit'sshortguysbuttodayI'm

justnotokay.



Iwillmakeituptoyoutomorrow

Insert21

Zizipho

It'sfunnyhowsomeonecouldsayI'm easily

acceptingthisbutwhat'stheuseofrunning

awayfrom somethingyouknowsomedayitwill

caughtupwithyou.

SoImightaswellasacceptmydestinyand

figurethingsoutrightnow.

IthinkTshepoleavingmewasablessingin

disguised,him leavingmegavemeachanceat

life,I'm nolongeracagedbirdit'stimeto

spreadmywings.

Hegavemeachancetofindmyselfandmeet

thepeoplewhobelongedtomyworld.



Thepersonwhoinventedthe"Thereislightat

theendofthetunnel"quotewasreallysmart.

Asmuchasthereisstillalongwaytogobut

beingfreedfrom Tshepoandhisabusewasa

stepclosetothatlight.

Luthandoleftsaidhewasgoingtotalkto

MelissaandIlethim becauseattheendofthe

dayhehastofaceher.

HismotherwalkedinwhileIwaslookingat

Junior'spictures

Queen:"Youmisshim?"Ismiled

Me:"Neverbeenseparatedfrom him eversince

hewasborn"shechuckled

Queen:"Theygrowsofastbutyouwillbeokay"

Me:"Idon'tunderstandhowhecouldgetuseto

myfamilysoquickly"

Queen:"Heisroyaltyandconnectedtohisroots

sohewillquicklyadapttothem,youcanactlike



youdidn'tfeelhomewhenyougotthere,you

didfeelconnectedtothem"shewasn'tlying

Me:"Ididfeelconnectedtothem,especially

QueenNalediwhenshehuggedIfeltdifferent"

I'm notreadytocallhermom

Queen:"Thoseareyourpeople,Ijustwantedto

seehowyouweredoing"

Me:"I'm okaythankyou,youknewIwashis

chosendidn'tyou?"shesmiled

Queen:"Weallknewbutweweren'tgoingtosay

anythinguntilhewasreadyto"shesigh"Iknow

youthinkyouknowLuthandobutyoudon't.

Luthandoisverygentletothosehelovesbut

thereisaruthlesssidetohim andwhenhe

loveshelovestoodeepbeinghischosenone

won'tbeeasy"IswallowedcauseIdon't

understandwhatshejustsaid.

Me:"WhatareyoutalkingaboutMa"shesmile

Queen:"I'm sayinghelovesyou,hewillshow



youallhissideseventheruthlesssideofhim

buthewillneverberuthlesstoyou"

Me:"It'slikeyouarespeakingaforeign

language"

Queen:"Yougottime,youwillknowhim.

Goodnight"shekissedmyforeheadandwalked

outleavingmestunned.

Isighandgotunderthecoverstriedtosleep

butthatwasastrugglebecauseIkeptthinking

abouthismother'sword,Luthandocan't

possiblyberuthlessIsoonsleptbutIwas

wokenupbyafeelingthatsomeonewas

standingoverme,Iquicklyturnedonthelamp

nexttomybed.

Hewassittingonachairthatwasfacingthe

bed.

Me:"Youscaredme"Isaidrelievedafter

realizingitwashim

Luu:"I'm sorryIdidn'tmeanto"Isigh



Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?Whyareyou

sittinginthedark?"

Luu:"Iwasheretotalktoyouandyouwere

sleeping"

Me:"Andyoudecidedtostaybecause?"he

smiled

Luu:"BecauseIwantedtowatchyousleep"I

guessit'smyturntosmile

Me:"Nowthatyouhavewatchedmegoto

sleep"hewalkedclosetothebed

Luu:"Notwithoutdoingthis"hegotclosetomy

faceIcouldfeelhisbreathhittingmyface.

Hislipscollidedwithmine,heslowlykissedme

itwaspassionate,filledwithemotions,itwas

nothingIfeltbefore.

Hislipswereverysoftlikeababy'slipsIcould

kissthem allday.

Heslowlypushedmetoliedownonmyback,



hegotontopofme,wemadeaneyecontacthe

wassearchingmysoulIcouldn'tfoundanything

ruthlessabouthim,hismothermustbewrong.

Hislipsmetmineagainandthistimehe

devouredonmylipsIwrappedmylegsonhis

waistIwascaughtupinthismoment.

Hishandswereroamingaroundmybody,he

wenttomyearandbiteitImoaned.

Luu:"Goodnight"hestoodupandquicklywalked

away,Igroanedinfrustration.

Me:"ArrgSatan!"Isaidthrowingthepillatthe

door.

Luthando

AfterthemomentwithZiziphoIwentstraightto

takeashowertogetmyerectiondown.

Thewayshemoanedwasparalyzingforme.



AssoonasIhitthepillowsleeptookover.

ThemorningcameIwakeupanddecidedtogo

seeMbusoinsteadofgoingtothekitchen.

Ifoundhim lookingoutsidehisbalconyhe

seemedsopreoccupiedbymanythoughts.

Me:"Bro"Isaidstandingnexttohim henodsin

acknowledgement

Mbuso:"Mbasa"

Me:"What'sgoingonwithyou?Youbarelysee

usaretheancestorsmakingyouworkover

time?"hechuckledatleastthat'ssomething

Mbuso:"It'ssomethinglikethat"

Me:"Youbecomelikethiswhenyouhaveno

controlwithwhat'sgoingon"

Mbuso:"Youknowmeverywell.IthinkJunior

shouldtakeoursurname"Isigh

Me:"Ihavetotalktohismotherfirst.Theyare

justgettingtoknowuswhat'stherush?"



Mbuso:"Itcan'twaitMbasa"Ilookedathim

Me:"Youbettertellmewhat'sgoingonMbuso"

Mbuso:"HeisthefutureofthisKingdom and

thesoonerthebetteryouknowthat.Andwe

bothknowthatheisaprotector"

Me:"FineIwilltalktohismothertoday"henods

"Whoisyourchosenprincess"helaughed

Mbuso:"Sheisnotaprincess,sheisnotroyalty"

Iscoffedlookingathim

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Mbuso:"Imeansheisacommoner"

Me:"youareallowedtomarryacommonerand

I'm not"

Mbuso:"Areyoucomplaining?"

Me:"NOI'm notI'm justwonderingwhyisthat?"

Mbuso:"Becausesheisthedaughterofthesoil"

Ifrowned



Me:"Nowyouarespeakingaforeignlanguage"

Mbuso:"Youwillnotunderstand,youknow

Tshepoisgonnafightyouwhenitcomesto

Junior"Ishruggedmyshoulders

Me:"Okay"hesighandshookhishead.

ThemaidsbroughtthefoodinMbuso'sroom,

weatethereandItoldhim aboutMelissa

fightingthedivorcehejustlaughedandsaid

"That'sfunny"thatwasmyreactionwhenIsaw

hertexttheotherday.

Ispendthewholemorningwithhim andIcalled

therestaurantsupervisortofoundoutif

everythingwasgoingfineandhepromised

everythingwasrunningsmoothly.

Idecidedtofinallygoseethewomanwhois

slowlycreepingherwaytomyheart

Zee:"Ohlookwhoitis?"shesaidfrowningshe

lookedcute



Me:"Youmissedme"shelaughed

Zee:"Youwish!"Iwalkedclosetoher"Stayaway

from me"Ilaughed

Me:"Comehere!"Isaidpullingherclosetome

"Hey"Isaidlookingathereyesandmyhandon

herwaist

Zee:"Hey"someoneclearedtheirthroatitwas

Melissa,Ziziphotriedtowiggleherwayfrom

mebutIgrabbedontoher

Me:"Icouldn'tstopthinkingaboutyoulast

night"shegavemebeggingeyes

Zee:"Luuplease"Melissawasjuststanding

therelookingatus,mom walkedinfollowedby

mybrothertheylookedliketheyjustsawa

ghost

Mbuso:"Sazesafathinaesingenabantu,hey

Melissa"IletgoofZizipho

Mel:"Iknewtherewasnochosenwifehere,you



aredivorcingmebecauseofthishoe"

Mom:"Melissa"

Mel:"Shutupyouhypocrite,sheisjusta

commonerjustlikemeandyouwelcomeher

withopenarms"Ichuckledandshookmyhead

Mbuso:"Andyouaretalkingtowhosemom like

that?Inwhosehouse?"sheswallowedas

Mbusowalkedclosetoher

Zee:"Don'thitherplease!"shescreamedIpulled

hertomychest

Me:"Heycalm down,hewillneverdothat.

Mbuso"

Mbuso:"Leavethishouserightnow"

Mel:"Youmightthinktheylikeyouhunbutwhen

hischosenwifecomesaroundtheywilldrop

youlikeahotpotato"shesaidlookingat

Zizipho

Mom:"Youarejustdickmitizedbythetwins



Melissaandnoneofthem wantsyou,ifIwere

youIwouldtakethelittledignityIhaveandwalk

away"shequicklywalkedoutIwonderwhat

wasshedoinghere.

Me:"Heyareyouokay?"shenods

Mbuso:"I'm sorryifIscaredyou,inthishouse

wedon'thitwomen"

Zee:"I'm sorryit'sjust..."

Me:"Don'tapologizeweunderstand.Nowlet's

gogetJunior"shenodsandItookherhandwe

walkedout.

MOKOENA'SHOUSE

Itwasatnight,TshepoandMpumiwere

sleepingafteralongnightofsex.

Theywerelivingtheirbestlive,Mpumihas

finallymetthemanofherdreams.



Amanthatcouldaffordthelifestylebutatwhat

cost?

Theybothjumpedupwhensomeonepoureda

backetofwateronthem disturbingtheir

peacefulnight.

Tshepo:"Whatthehell?"theywerebothnaked

Man1:"Sitthefuckdown"

Mpumi:"Pleasedon'thurtus,youcantake

everythingyouwant?"

Man2:"Ifweweredoingabreakinwhywould

wewakeyouup,soareyougonnasitorshould

wemakeyou"hesaidpointingagunatMpumi.

Theybothsatdownandtheywereshivering

becausetheywerenakeditandwet.

Man2:"Smalldickyougothere"hesaidpointing

agunatTshepo'sdick.

Insert22

Zizipho



Melissaisnottakingthisdivorcethinglyinglow

andIsurelydidn'twanttobecaughtup

betweenthecrossfiresoftheirdivorcebutit's

toolateandaftershewitnessedwhatshe

witnessed,inhermindshebelievesthatI'm the

reasonLuthandoisdivorcinghernotrealizing

thatwhenyouarepointingafingerthreeother

fingersarepointingrightbackatyou.

IreallydofeelbadforherbutthereisnothingI

candobecauseevenifIdidn'twantLuthando

orfallforhim thiswasgonnahappentoher.

Iwonderifshedidn'tmessupthingsforher

withLuthando,howwouldIfeelaboutbeingin

apolygamymarriageIdon'tevenwanttothink

aboutit.

WewenttofetchJuniorbutIdecidedtospend

anightheresoLuthandoleftwithoutus.

Wewerebusyhavingdinner,theDlamini'sare



goodpeopleIcan'thelpbutwonderhowwould

IhaveturnedoutifIwasraisedbythem.

Naledi:"Areyouokay?"shesaiddisturbingme

from mythoughts

Me:"YesI'm fine"shenodsnottryingtopush

thingsfurtherbecauseshebelievesthatsheis

stilloneggshellswithme

Mnqo:"Sotheprince?"hesaidafterclearinghis

throat,ishebeingaprotectivebrother?And

whydoesitfeelgood?

Me:"Whatabouthim?"Iaskedactingdumb

becauseIknewwhathewasonabout.

Mnqo:"Isheyourboyfriend?"

Me:"Morelikeachosenhusband"MrDlamini

chokedonhisfoodwhilehiswifejustlaughat

him

Khaya:"What?Thatboyisn'tallowedhereuntil

hedorightbyyou"



Naledi:"Comeon,Buttercuptheseerjust

confirmedthatherchosenhusbandisnear

yesterdayandbesidesZiphoisanadult"

Khaya:"NOButterflywejustfoundherandwe

arestillgettingtoknowher,wecan'tbe

marryingheroffsosoon"

Me:"MeandLuthandoarenotgettingmarried

anytimesoon,soyouhavetime"henodswhatI

noticedabouthim helovesbeingloved.

Naledi:"Besideswehavetostillhavetoperform

awelcomeceremonyforher"

Me:"Isthatreallynecessary?"thiswillsuredraw

unnecessaryattentionforme

Entle:"Yes,ourancestorshavetorecognizeyou

andprotectyoutheycanalldothatifyouare

introducedtothem,weareroyaltywehave

enemiesandtheyattackusspiritually"

Me:"OhokayandIalsowanttotellyouthatI

havedecidedtomovein"



Naledi:"Areyouserious?"sheaskedsmiling

Me:"YesI'm surebutJuniorhasaschoolto

attend"

Mnqo:"Don'tworryIwilltakecareofthat"

Me:"Ijustwanttotrytobuildarelationshipwith

you"

Khaya:"Andyouwillnotregretit"Inodbecause

Iwantyoutoreallygettoknowme.

Naledi:"Sincewearegoingtostartonaclean

slatehowaboutwetellheraboutyour

daughter"hesigh

Khaya:"Youhaveanothersisterfrom myfirst

wife"

Me:"Whereisshenow?"hescoffed

Naledi:"Probablyrollingaroundonyourex

husband'ssheets"

Me:"Whatareyoutalking?"



Khaya:"NompumeleloDlaminiisyoursister"I

feelliketheairinmylungshavebeensucked

Me:"Mpumiismysister?"thatcameoutasa

whisper

Entle:"Yessheisoursister"

Me:"NOsisterofminewouldhavedonethatto

me"Isaidthinkingabouthowshetreatedme

Naledi:"I'm sorryKhayabutMpumiisthedevil's

agent,shewasbornevil"

Me:"Wow"that'sallIjustsaidcauseIcan't

believemyownsisterputmethroughsomuch.

Khaya:"I'm sosorryforwhatsheputyou

througha---"Icuthim off

Me:"Youdon'thavetoapologizeforher,it'snot

yourfaultthatsheisthepersonsheis.Sheis

theoneinthewronganddon'tworrythatwill

notaffectourrelationshipinanyway"henods

Khaya:"Thankyou"



Idon'tknowevenknowhowtofeelrightnow,

MpumiandTshepoarelikeacurseIcan'tseem

togetridof.

MOKOENA'SHOUSE

Tshepocouln'thelpbutfeelhisegobeing

crashedbywhatthemansaidabouthisego.

Mpumiwasshiveringwithfearofbeingkilledby

thetwoman

Man2:"Howdoyousleepknowingyouhavea

disability?"hesaidstillpointingagunonhis

dick

Tshepo:"Whatdoyouwant?"hesaidmore

annoyedthanbeingscared

Man1:"Nothing"theybothlookedathim they

laughed

Man2:"YouknowIhatemanlikeyouTshepo"



Man1:"AndwomanlikeyouMpumideservea

bulletinthevagina"hesaidrunninghispistol

betweenherbreasttoherstomach,shewas

shivering"BOOM!"Mpumiscreamedinfear

Man2:"Thisisgonnabefun"

Man1:"Seeyouaround"hekissedMpumi's

foreheadandtheyleft.

THEFOLLOWINGMORNING

Luthando

WakinguptoahousewithoutZiziphoisso

depressingIwasslowlygettingusedtoher

beingaround.

IstillhavetotellheraboutJuniortakingmy

surnameandhopefullyshewillunderstandwhy

itisnecessaryforhim totakemysurname.

Iwalkedoutofthebathroom andfoundoneof



themaidsplacingfoodinmydresser.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"sheturned

Maid:"I'm sorrymyprinceIwasjustbringing

youbreakfast"Iraisedmyeyebrows

Me:"Idon'teatabreakfastinmyroom,please

leaveIwanttodressup"shenodsandwalked

out.

Ijoinedeveryoneindiningroom.

Mom:"Youaresuchinthemoodtoday"shesaid

lookingatmebecauseIdidnotgreetwhenI

walkedin

Me:"Sincewhendothemaidsbringfoodtomy

room?"

Mom:"Wethoughtyouwerenotcomingdown

forbreakfast"

Mbusowalkedinlookingallsortoftired

Mom:"What'swrongwiththetwoofyou?"I

shruggedmyshouldersbecausenothingwas



wrongwithme.

Mbuso:"Ididn'tsleepmuchlastnight"oneof

ourguardswalkedin

Guard:"Yourhighnesswehavepeopleatthe

gatedemandingtoseeyou"

Dad:"Whoarethey?"

Guard:"Johnsonfamily"

Me:"Thedevilisrealtestingme"Isaidstanding

upIhearmymom yellingmyname.

Me:"What'sgoingonhere?"Isaidapproaching

thegate,myeyeslandonher.

Mel:"WehaveeveryrighttobehereI'm the

daughterinlawofthishome"Ilaughed

Me:"Nowyouaregettingtoobigforyourpants

!"

MrJ:"Wejustwanttodiscussyourmarriage

issuesinceyoucan'tsolveyourproblems,

familiesneedtogetinvolve"Ishookmyheadin



disbelief.

Me:"It'seitheryourleaveonyourownorthe

guardswillmakeyou,asforyoucomehere"I

saidlookingatMelissawhojustfoldedher

armsacrossherchest,Ishookmyheadand

wentforthegunontheguardswaist,Ishot

rightinfrontofherfeeteveryonescreamed

Mom:"Mbasacalm down"shesaidscreaming

Me:"Thenextonemighthityourleg,nowcome

here"sheslowlywalkedtowardsmeIpulled

herbythewaistandpressedmyhandonher

waistbone

Mel:"Luuyouarehurtingme"shesaidintears

Me:"Doesithurts?"shenods"Good,nowlisten

tome,yousignthedivorcepapersoryouwill

buryeachoneofthem everyweek"Iwhispered

tohershequicklynods"Goodgirl,nowleave

myhouse"Isaidlettinghergomyeyeslanded

onZiziphowhowasstandingnottoofarfrom



mygate,shequicklywalkedtothecar.

Me:"Shit!"IrantowardsthecarbutIwastoo

latethecarhaddroveoff.

Mbuso:"Iwilldriveyou"Hesaidgettinginthe

carwithme

Insert23

Luthando

IunderestimatedMelissa,Iwantedtogivehera

cleandivorceandIwaswillingtogiveher

everythingbutnowsheisforcingmetoplay

dirty.

Idon'twanttoremoveherfrom thepicturenot

thatIcan'tbecauseIoncelovedherandIdidn't

hateherbutshehaspushedmylimitsand

pressedthebutton.

OnecouldsaythatIwasn'tsupposetothreaten

heroractthatwayinfrontofherfamily



becauseifsomethinghappensIwillbeheld

accountableforitbutthatissomethingIcan

takecareofnotbecauseI'm aprinceandIthink

I'm untouchable.

AsforZiziphoshewasn'tsupposedtoseethat,

shemustbethinkingtheworseaboutme,that's

whyIneedtoclearthingsupwithher.

IfeltlikeMbusowasdrivingtooslowbecause

weseemedtobenotcatchinguptothem.

Me:"Canyoudrivefaster"

Mbuso:"I'm literallyflyingrightnowMbasa"I

justshookmyhead.

Thecarshewasinpulledoverandwealso

stoppedbutsheremainedinthecarsoIwalked

tocarandknockedonthewindowitrolled

down

Me:"Canwetalk?"shelookedatmeandopened

thedoor



Zee:"Whatwasthat?"shesaidlookingstraight

intomyeyes

Me:"Somethingyouwerenotsupposetosee"

shelookedatmeIcouldn'treadheremotions

atall

Zee:"Wereyougoingtokillher?"

Me:"Ifitdisturbsmypeaceofmindthenit'snot

worthliving"sheshookherhead

Zee:"YouareruthlessMbasa,areyoucapable

ofkillingaperson?"IlookedatherIwonder

whyshewasn'tgivingawayheremotions

Me:"Dependswhoisasking,Ilikehowyou

soundwhenyousayMbasathou"

Zee:"Don'tchangethesubjecthere"

Me:"AndI'm notchangingthesubject,Melissa

isstartingtorubmeoffthewrongwayandI

hatethat,soifitmeansthatmylifewillbe

peacefulwhensheisdead,guesswhat?"she



shruggedhershoulders

Zee:"Shehastodie"

Me:"Exactly,I'm notkillerZiziphoI'm justa

problem solver.DoIscareyou?"

Zee:"NOyoudon't"shesaidlookingatme

Me:"Iloveyou"Isaidbrushinghercheekshe

swallowed

Zee:"What?"Iranmyfingeronherlipsshe

closedhereyes

Me:"Iloveyou,openyoureyes"sheopenedher

eyesandlookedatme

Zee:"Iloveyou"shepulledmyfaceforakiss

andkissedmeIlovehowsheisnotapushover

Mbuso:"Okaydon'tmakeuswatchpornlive"I

chuckledforamomentIevenforgotwewere

notalone

Zee:"HeyMbuso"



Mbuso:"HeyZee,areyouguysdoneherecause

I'm fuckenhungry?Thosepeopledisturbedmy

breakfast"IchuckledbecauseIwashungrytoo.

Ziziphowenttospeakwiththedriverandhe

droveoff

Zee:"Let'sgoafterthatyouwilldrivemetotown

topickupmystuff"Inodwegotinthecarand

droveoff.

Me:"Nowthatweareallhere,Ziziphowehave

somethingtotellyou"Mbusofrowned

Mbuso:"Wedo?"

Me:"Yes"Zizipholookedatus

Zee:"WhatisthatIhavetobetold?"

Me:"It'saboutJunior,fewmonthsbeforeJunior

wasbornmyfatherwasbelievedtohavea

braintumorandhewasgoingtodiebutonthe

dayJuniorwasbornitrainheavilyandthere

wasalightningthatstruckthreetimesafew



secondsbeforeJuniorwasbornan---"shecut

meoff

Zee:"Waithowdoyouknowsomuchdetails

aboutJunior'sbirth?"shewassurprised

Mbuso:"Junior'sbirthsavedourfatherfrom

death,hewasonhisdeathbedbutthe

followingmorninghewokeupfineasifnothing

hadhappenedtohim asifhewasneversick.At

thattimeIwasn'tmuchconnectedwithmygift,

soourbackthenseercameandtoldusthatthe

protectorofthisKingdom wasborn.Weall

didn'tunderstandwhathewastalkingabout

becausenoonehadgivenbirthuntilIlaidmy

eyesonJuniorIknewitwashim"shelookedat

usasifwejustgrewhornsonourforeheads

Zee:"Sowhatdoesallthismean?"

Me:"ItmeansthatJuniorisbiologicala

MokoenabutspiritualheisaNdlovu"

Zee:"Soyourancestorsclaimedmysonbefore



hewasborn"wenod"Ain'ttheyfuckedupand

greedy,whodoesthat?"

Me:"MyancestorsIguess"shesighandsank

backonhersit

Mbuso:"Andhehastotakeoursurname"

Zee:"What?AndyouthinkTshepoandhis

familywillallowthat?"

Me:"Wewillhavetotalktothem becausethat

hastohappensoon"

Zee:"Wearenotmarriedyetthou"

Mbuso:"Trustusit'sforthebestZizipho"

Zee:"Wow,howdidmylifegethere?so

complicated"

Me:"Iknowthisiscomplicatedbutithastobe

done"shejustnodsandlookoutsidethe

window

Zee:"IsthatwhyJuniorwassoclingytothe

King?Becausehesavedhim?"wenod



Me:"Yesthat'swhy"shenods

Zee:"IfJuniorhastobeaNdlovuthenfineI

knowbetterthantofightyourancestorsbutit's

notgonnabeeasy.Mokoena'saredifficultto

dealwith"

Me:"Wewilldealwiththat"shenods

Zee:"Goodluck"webothchuckledandlookedat

eachother

LITHALETHUKINGDOM

Ziziphohasleftfortowntofetchherstuffand

soontheyweregoingtodoherwelcome

ceremonyasaprincess.

Nalediwasoverthemoonbecauseher

daughterwasslowlylettingherinsowas

Khayaanythingthatmadeherwifemadehim

happythat'showmuchhelovedhim.



MnqophisowenttoworkandEntlewasworking

from home,shewaspsychologist.

Theparentscouldn'tbemoreproudthatall

theirchildrenhadachievedalot.

Naledi:"IshouldthankGodforallofthis"she

wassittingwithherhusband

Khaya:"Yesweshould,Iwasthinkingofbuying

Ziziphoacarasgiftforherceremony"

Naledi:"That'sthoughtI'm stillwonderingwhat

togetherbutitshouldbesomething

meaningful"

Khaya:"Yougottimetothinkaboutit"

Naledi:"DoyouthinkMpumiwillaccepther?"he

sigh

Khaya:"Mpumididn'tacceptyouashermother

soIdoubtshewouldacceptthewomanshe

tookamanfrom,shebarelyhasastable

relationshipwithherothersiblings"



Naledi:"Idon'tunderstandthewaysheis"the

frontdooropeneditwasMpumiandTshepo

theyhadaluggages

Khaya:"Mpumiwhatareyoudoinghere?"

Mpumi:"ThiswasmyhomelasttimeIchecked"

shesaidpullingherluggagein

Naledi:"Somanyluggages?"

Mpumi:"Notthatit'sanyofyourbusinessNaledi

butmeandmyfiancewillbestayingherefora

coupleofweeks"herfatherlookedather

Khaya:"Youarenotdoingthisinmyhouse

Nompumelelo"

Mpumi:"Thisisalsomymother'shousetoo,you

havenorighttokickmeout"Naledijust

chuckled

Khaya:"Whathappenedtowhereyouwere

staying?"

Mpumi:"NothinghappenedI'm justhereto



introducemyfiancetomyfamilythat'salldad"

astheywerestilltalkingZiziphowalkedinwith

herluggage

Tshepo:"Zizipho"hesaidlookingathisexwife

Mpumi:"Whatisshedoinghere?"

Naledi:"Heyyouareback"shesaidwalkingto

herdaughter

Mpumi:"Whyisshehere?"

Zee:"ThisismyhomeNompumelelo"shesaid

lookingatherandTshepo

Tshepo:"What?"thatcameoutasshock

Insert24

Zizipho

Thedrivetomycomplexwasfun,Mbusoand

Mbasakepttellingmetheircrazychildhood

storiesseemsliketheyreallyhadanamazing



childhood.

TheapartmentwasemptybutIhaveletKopano

andKuhleknowthatIwasleaving.

Butourfriendshipwon'tendherecausethey

havebeenthereformesoI'm planningtoinvite

them formywelcomeceremonywhichI'm not

readyforbutmyfamilyisexcitedaboutitwhich

isrelievingformetohavepeoplewhoare

genuinelyhappyaboutdoingsomethingforme.

AfterpackingmystuffLuthandodrovestraight

totherestauranttocheckafewthingsIwas

happybecauseIwasgonnasaygoodbyeto

them thosepeoplewelcomedmewithopen

arms.

Aftersayingmygoodbyeswhichwere

saddeningtothem wedrovestraighttomynew

homewiththehopethatlifehadstoredallthe

goodthingsformetherebutIwaswrong

becauseIjustcamefacetofacewiththelast



peopleIwantedtosee

Mpumi:"Sheisanewmaid"shesaidlaughing

butnoonelaughnotevenherboyfriend"I

wouldn'tputthatpassyou"Isigh

Me:"Yourwordsusedtoaffectmesomuch

Mpumi,tothinkweusedtobefriendsI'm

ashamedofmyselfIsurelyhavenotastewhen

choosingfriends"

Mpumi:"Soyouareclaimingthatyouarea

Dlamini?YouaresuchaleachZizipho"

Khaya:"StopitNompumelelo"shechuckled

Mpumi:"WhyIam notsurprised,youalwaysput

everyoneelsebeforeme.Nowyouareputting

thisimpostorwhoclaimstobeyourdaughter"

Naledi:"Ihadenoughofthis,Mpumiifyouare

visitingwithyourfiancethenyouwillusean

outsideguesshouse"

Me:"Heisalsostayinghere?"Iaskedsurprised



andlookingatthemanwhousedtomy

husband

Mpumi:"Heismyvisitornotyours"Ijustshook

myhead,LuthandoandMbusocameinwith

moreofmythings

Luu:"What'sgoingon?"hesaidclosetomyear

Me:"Apparentlysheismysister"

Luu:"ohwellthatsucks"Tshepowaslookingat

us,Juniorcamefrom upstairs

Junior:"UncleLuu"hesaidjumpingonhim

Luu:"Heybuddy"hesaidpickinghim uphe

didn'tevenacknowledgehisdad

Tshepo:"Junior"hesaidlookingathissonwho

wasmuchcomfortableonLuthando'sarms

Junior:"IwanttoshowyousomethingImade

uncleLuu"LuulookedatmeandIshruggedmy

shoulders

Luu:"Howaboutyousayhitoyourdadfirstthen



youwillshowwhateveryoumade"

Junior:"Heydad,canwegonow?"thatwascold

IjustgaveLuuanodtogowithhim

Me:"Iwillunpackmythings,Mbusocanyou

helpmewiththesebags"henodsandhelped

mewithmybags.

Ihonestlydon'tknowhowIfeelaboutliving

underthesameroom withthosetwoandI

knowtheywilltryandmakemylifemiserable.

Naledi:"Don'tunpackthatthemaidswilldoit"

shesaidwalkingin

Me:"Howlongaretheystaying?"shesigh

Naledi:"Idon'tevenwanttogetinvolved,how

areyoufeeling"

Me:"Idon'tknowImeanstayingwiththem after

theexperienceIhavewiththem Ijustdon't

thinkIcanstaywiththem bothforlong"she

nods



Naledi:"Iknowtheydidhorriblethingsbutthey

don'twon'ttouchasinglehaironyouthistimeI

promise"

Me:"Thankyouforallthis"Isaidhuggingher

unexpectedlyshefrozeforasecondandthen

huggedmeback

Naledi:"Yourfuturehusbandiswaitingforyou

downstairs"Ichuckledwewalkeddown

IfoundLuthandoandMbusosittingwithMr

Dlamini

Luu:"Wewerewaitingforyousoyoucouldwalk

usout"hesaidstandingupIsmiled

Mbuso:"ItwasnicemeetingyouMr&Mrs

Dlamini"

Khaya:"Wewillseeyouagainyoungmen"they

nodandIwalkedthem out.

Luu:"Areyousurethatit'sokayforyoutostay

here?Willyoubefine?"Iplacedmyhandonhis



face

Me:"Don'tworryIwillbefineandIhavemy

familywithme"

Mbuso:"JustbecarefulIdon'ttrustthem

especiallythegirlshehasadarksoulandher

auraisheavy"

Me:"IpromiseyouIwillbecareful,youguys

don'tworryaboutathing"IhuggedMbusothen

wenttoMbasa

Luu:"Iloveyou"hesaidkissingme

Me:"Iloveyou"hekissedforehead

Luu:"IwillcallyouwhenIgethome"Ihugged

him tighthavingclosetomeissoaddictive.

Iwalkedbackinsideaftertheydroveoff

Tshepo:"Zizipho!"Iturnedtolookathim

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"

Tshepo:"Youarenowturningmyownson



againstme"Irolledmyeyes

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Tshepo:"Youintroducedhim toyourboyfriends

andyouhavethenervetobekissinghim here"I

neverlaughedsohardinmylife

Me:"Lookwhosetalkingthesameguywhoisin

myparent'shouseandplayinghousewithmy

sister.Youstayoutofmybusiness"

Tshepo:"Istillloveyoupleasegivemeanother

chance"

Me:"Somethingiswrongwithyou"Isaid

walkingawayfrom him butheroughlygrabbed

myarm

Tshepo:"Youlistentome---"Iyankedmyarm

from him andslappedhim sohard

Me:"YoulistentomeTshepo,youdon'tgetto

touchmelikethatorthatwillbethelastyoudo

inyourmiserablelife"



Mpumi:"Hereyouaretryingtoforceyourselfto

amanthatdoesn'twantyoulilsis"shesaid

appearing

Me:"NObigsisyourmanseem tolikehisbread

butteredbothsides"Isaidthatwalkinginside.

Mbuso

Thedrivehomewastooquietformylikingit

wasprettyobviousthatMbasadidn'tlikethe

ideaofZiziphobeingtherewiththosetwo

around.

Me:"Ziziphoisgonnabefine"heshookhis

head

Mbasa:"NobruhthelasttimeZiziphowaswith

thoseshebrokedown"

Me:"Whenwasthat?Monthsago?Doyouthink

sheisstillthepersonshewasmonthsback?"



hesighandshookhishead

Mbasa:"Ijustworryabouther"

Me:"Whichisunderstandablebecauseyoulove

herbutsheisonestrongpersonnow.Now

abouttheissueathand"

Mbasa:"AfterhowJunioractedI'm nowsure

thattheguyisgonnafightme.Thewayhewas

lookingatmeandZiziphowasalarming"

Me:"Youthoughtthatwasalarming,didyousee

howthegirlwaslookingatus?"helaughed

Mbasa:"Thosetwosurelydon'tknowus"

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellmethatZiziphohasa

beautifulsisterandadouble"

Mbasa:"Entle?NoMbusostayawayfrom her.

Youhaveachosenwife"Ilaughed

Me:"Iwasn'tsayinganythinglikethatIwasjust

admirableGod'screation"heshookhishead

Mbasa:"That'swhyMelissaseducedyou,you



aresuchaplayer"

Me:"WellI'm not"welaughed

Mbasa:"Sothosetworantothepalacethinking

wewon'tbeabletoterrorizethem"

Me:"Ithoughttheyweregoingtorecognizeour

voicesespeciallyyoursafterallyoubrokethe

man'segowhenyousaidhehasasmalldick"

Mbasa:"Iwasn'tlyingthough"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Idon'tevenknowwhyIagreedgoingthere

withyou"

Mbasa:"Becauseyouloveme"welaughedIhit

thebrakewhenIrealizetherewassomeonein

frontofourcar

Mbasa:"Whatthehell?Whywouldshejust

standinfrontofthecarlikethat?"wewalked

outshewasfacingtheotheronegivingusher

back

Me:"Areyoutryingtocommitsuicide?"she



didn'tturn

Mbasa:"Ifyouwanttodieatleastlookatwhere

yourdeathiscomingfrom"sheturnedand

smiled

Me:"Youhaveadeathwish,areyoutryingto

makemeawidowwithoutevenmarryingme?"

Her:"Justimagine"Mbasajustgavemethe

WTFlook

Me:"Getinthecar"sheshookherheadandgot

insidethecar

Mbasa:"Explain"hesaiddramatic

Me:"Chosenwife"heraisedhiseyebrowsIjust

lefthim there

Mbasa:"Wait..Achosen...huh"

Insert25

Zizipho



ThenerveofTshepohehasalivertotellme

thathestilllovesmewhenheisstillwith

Mpumi.

Tshepoisawasteofsperm andegghonestly

hethinkshecanputmethroughwhatheput

methroughthenexpectforthingstobethe

same.

I'm sureheismissingsomethinginhisbrainI

can'tbelievehim rightnow.

Idecidedtowalktomyroom andcalm down

becauseIwassomadifhethinksthatI'm that

Ziziphowhowasapushoverthenhehas

anotherthingcomingIcan'tbelievehetriedto

puthisfilthyhandsonme.

Mnqo:"What'sgoingon?"hesaidwalkingin

Me:"Myexhusbandisherewithyoursister?"

Mnqo:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"heasked

confusedhewasatworkwhenallthis

happened



Me:"Heishereandseemslikeheishereto

stay"

Mnqo:"That'sbullshit"hesaidwalkingoutandI

followedhim "Dad!!"heyelledascendingthe

stairs

Me:"Mnqophisocalm down"

Mnqo:"Don'tfuckentellmetocalm down,Dad!"

Nalediappeared

Naledi:"Mnqophisowhat'swrong?Icouldhear

youyellingallthewayfrom myroom what's

goingon?"Khayaalsoappeared

Mnqo:"JustthepersonIwanttosee.Howdo

youletsuchthingshappen?WhatkindofaKing

areyou?"hewasfuming

Khaya:"Whatareyoutalking?"

Mnqo:"Howcanyouletthemanwhoputyour

daughterthroughshitstayhere?Thesameman

whoturnedyourdaughtertoapunchingbag?



Thesamemanwhobrokeyourowndaughter,

howdoyoulethim stayherewithus?"

Khaya:"Mpumiis--"hecuthim off

Mnqo:"Don'teventellmeaboutthatone,you

havebeensolenientwhenitcomestoher.We

understandthatyouaretryingtoshowherthat

youloveherandweunderstandthatshelost

hermotherbuttherearekidslikeheroutthere

whogrewupwithoutmothersbuttheyare

behaving,theymadesomethingoutoftheir

lives.Stopusingthatexcusewithus,your

grandsonwasleftinthestreetbythesame

manyouallowedinourdoors"

Entle:"Mnqophisoisrightdad,youdon'twantto

loseZiziphojustbecauseyouwanttoentertain

Mpumi'snonsense"hescoffed

Mpumi:"Iknewyouallhatedme,youareturning

myownfatheragainstme"shesaidwalkingin

Mnqo:"Iwantthatmanoutofthishouse



Nompumelelo"heroaredathim butMpumidid

notflinch.

Mpumi:"Thisismyfather'shousenotyours"

Mnqo:"Dad"hesaidlookingatKhaya

Khaya:"Nompumelelotellyourfiancetoleave"

Mpumi:"IfheleavesI'm alsoleaving"

Mnqo:"Whocaresyouhaven'tbeenherefor

years"shelookedatherfather,herfather

lookedatme

Khaya:"That'suptoyouMpumibutTshepo

mustleavethishousebeforetheendoftoday"

Mpumi:"ThisisallyourfaultZizipho,whycan't

youunderstandthatTshepodoesn'tloveyou

anymore,nowyouareturningmyownfather

againstme"Ithinksheforgetsthattheman

gavemelifetoo

Me:"YouaredelusionalMpumi,youthink

Tshepolovesyounohedoesn't"shestormed



out

Mnqo:"wowdadwow"hesaidlookingathis

father

Khaya:"MnqophisoI'm justtryingtomaintain

peace"

Entle:"Atwhoseexpense?Zizipho'speaceof

mind?"

Naledi:"Weunderstandthatyouloveyour

childrenverymuchbutMpumiisoutoforder

hereandthereisnothingyoucandotochange

that"

Khaya:"I'm sorrymychild"hesaidlookingatme

IjustshruggedmyshoulderscauseIdon'teven

knowwhattosay,healreadylookdefeated

Me:"It'sokay"

Khaya:"NOit'snotIshouldn'thaveevenletthe

manstayhere"

Me:"Youwerejusttryingtomakeyourdaughter



happyIunderstand"hescoffedasifIjusthit

thenerve

Khaya:"AndyouaremydaughtertooZiziphoI'm

sorryIdidn'tconsideryourfeelingsinallofthis"

Inod

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Mnqo:"Iwillgoliedown"hesaidthatwalking

away

Khaya:"Mnqophiso!"buthedidn'teventurnhe

wasreallymad

Entle:"Hehaseveryrighttobemadatyou"she

walkedawaytoo

Me:"Iwillgoliedowntoo"Isaidleavingthem

Luthando

Whodoeswhatthisgirljustdid?ImeanIknow



sheisspecialinsomewaybutthatwasabit

dramaticwaytoappearevenMbusoisextraso

theywillmakequiteamatch.

Igotinthecarwiththem shewassittingatthe

backwhileIsitwithMbusointhefrontIkept

lookingather.

Her:"Doyouwanttosaysomething?"Ishrugged

myshoulders

Me:"IwaswonderingifMbusoisgonnatellme

yournameorshouldIaskyoumyself?"she

nodsandlookedoutsidethewindow

"Unbelievable,Mbusodoesshehasaname?"

hechuckled

Mbuso:"Shedoes,Lindiweishername"

Me:"Nowitmakessense"shelookedatme

Myphonebeepeditwasamessagefrom

ZiziphoIsmiledbeforeopeningit

"Youaresoaddictive,Imissyou"



Me:"Imissyou,oneofthesedaysI'm gonna

kidnapyou"IrepliedtoherIcan'tbelievethatI

havefallenforhersodeeply.

Zee:"Callmewhenyougethome"

Mbuso:"Ziziphohasyoubyyourballs"Ijust

shookmyhead

Thegirldidn'ttalkmuchIdon'tknowIdon't

knowifsheisnaturalquietorbeingherself.

Me:"Whereareyoufrom Lindiwe?"

Lindy:"Aroundyourkingdom,theprotectorisin

trouble"IlookedatMbuso

Mbuso:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Lindy:"It'sabattleofwhosegonnahavehim,if

theMokoena'scan'thavehim theNdlovu'scan't

havehim eitherthisbattlemightleadtohis

death,heisaspecialchildifhediesthe

kingdom willsuffergreatly"Ifeelmyheart

pounding



Me:"WhatisshetalkingaboutMbuso?"

Mbuso:"Ihavebeenhavingdreamsabout

JuniordrowninginhisownbloodbutIcan't

readhisfutureandhisancestorsareblocking

me"

Lindy:"Onlyyoucansavehim"

Me:"How?"Isaidlookingather

JOHNSON'SHOUSE

Theycouldn'tbelievethattheirdaughterfailed

tokeeptheirmealticketbecauseLuthandodid

everythingforthem.

MrJ:"WhatdidyoudotothatMelissa?Hecan't

shootyoufornothing"

Mel:"Dadwearejustfacingmaritalproblems

that'sall"



MrsJ:"Youcouldn'tevenkeepaman,theonly

thingyouhadtodowastogivehim children.He

wouldhavenochoicebuttostaywithyou"

Mel:"Thatdidn'thappenmom andnowheis

divorcingme,heiswillingtokillmejusttofree

himselffrom me"

MrsJ:"NOdaughterofminewillhaveafailed

marriage,tomorrowwearegoingtoMakhosi

andhewillmakesurethatprincecomesback

toyou,hewillforgeteverythingthathas

happened"shequicklynodsbecauseshewas

willingtodoanythingtobewithLuthandoagain

Mel:"IpromiseIwon'tdisappointyouthistime

aroundmom"

MrsJ:"YoubetternotMelissa"
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Zizipho



IsawTshepolivingbutMpumididnotatleastI

gotonedeviltodealbecauseIcouldn'twiththe

bothofthem.

IcouldtellthatMpumiwasn'thappyabouther

socalledfiancelivingbuttherewasnothingshe

coulddo.

IsurelyunderstandIunderstandKhaya,he

loveshisdaughterandhewashopingthatshe

haschangedbutitseemslikeshewasbornthe

waysheis.

IreallyappreciatehavingMnqophiso,theway

hedefendedmewasjustsounexpectedand

comforting.

Igotavideocallfrom Luthandolikehe

promised

Me:"Hey"

Luu:"HeyIjustgothome"hewastryingto

smilebutyoucouldtellsomethingwas

botheringhim anditdidn'tsitwellwithme



Me:"Talktome"hesighandranhishandonhis

faceroughly

Luu:"WhereisJunior?"

Me:"Here"Ishowedthepeacefulsleeping

JunioronthescreenIhearhisbreathchange

likehewasholdingsomebreath

Luu:"Iloveyouguys"

Me:"Weloveyoupleasebeokay,ifyouwantto

talkaboutitjustknowI'm here"hesmiled

genuinelythistime

Luu:"Talktomorrowthen"Inodandhehanged

up.

Iwonderwhat'sgoingonwithhim,heseemed

botheredbutI'm notgoingtopushhewillonly

tellmewhenheisready.

WhenIwokeupJuniorwasn'tnexttomeas

usuallyhewenttohisgrandpa'sroom.

Ijoinedeveryonetohavebreakfastwith



everyonebutonlyMpumiwasthereandmaids.

Me:"Morning"Iwasactuallytalkingtomaids

nother,theyallgreetedbackexceptforherof

course

Mpumi:"Whyareyouhere?"Ilookedather

Me:"ToeatbreakfastIthink"Isaidshrugging

myshoulders.

Mpumi:"Don'tactstupid,youknowverywell

whatI'm talkingabout.Whatdoyouwanthere?"

Ilookedather,MpumiisreallynotokayIdon't

knowwhatplanetdoesshelivesinherhead,

shereallyneedstocomebacktoearth

Me:"Idon'tneedanythingI'm herebecause

apparentlythisismyhomeasmuchasityours.

TrustmeIdidn'twanttobeyoursisterinthis

lifetimenotaftereverythingyoudidbutthisis

lifeandtheworldissosmall.Ifyouhateonme

becauseofTshepo,heisnotworthitIdon't

evenwanthim anymore"



Mpumi:"AndyouthinkIhateyoubecauseofa

man,IcouldhavegotanymanIwant"Ilooked

atherstunnedbywhatshejustsaid.

Me:"ThenwhydoyouhateNompumelelo?"

Mpumi:"Becauseyoulooklikeyourstupid

motherandsister!YouthinkIdidn'tknowwho

youwerethefirsttimeIlaidmyeyesonyou.I

knewwhoyouwereallalong.Ihatethem so

muchandwhenIcausedyoupainitwas

pleasurableseeingyousuffergaveme

satisfactionbecauseitfeltlikeeverythingIdid

toyou,theyfeltit"tosayIwasshockedwould

beanunderstatement

Me:"Whydoyouhatethem?"

Mpumi:"Ihatethem becausemymotherdied

justbecauseshehadtocomearoundbethe

Queen,sheisthereasonI'm motherlessand

shealsotookmyownfatherawayfrom me"I

don'tknowwhatsheistalkingaboutbecause



hermotherwasroyaltyshewasaQueen.

Me:"YouarejustsickNompumelelothat'sallin

yourhead,youmadescenariosthatdon'texist,I

don'tbelieveyouareevil,youjustneedhelp

that'sall"

Mpumi:"I'M NOTCRAZY!I'M NOTCRAZY.Ijust

hateallofyouandyouareallgonnapay"she

saidthatandwalkedaway.

I'm notapsychologistbutIknowMpumimight

beevilbutsomethingissurelynotokaywithher.

IwouldsayshehasdaddyissuesbutKhaya

loveshersomuchyoucouldjusttellbytheway

helookedatheryesterday,thedefeatinhis

eyeswhenhesawthewayMpumiwas

behaving.

Mbuso

AfterarrivinglatewithLindiweyesterday,she

hadtosleepinanancestralhuntinourhome



beforeIinform myfamilyabouther.

Necessaryritualswillbedoneforhertobewill

welcomedinthishome,theceremonydoesn't

meansheofficiallymywifebutratheraseerof

thisfamilytoo.

Juniorissueisweighingdownonmybrother

that'swhyIdidn'twanttotellhim aboutit.

HehadformedastrongbondwithJuniorso

thisisclosetohomewithhim.

Ijoinedeveryoneinthedinningroom Ilookedat

Mbasahelookedbetterthanyesterday.

Me:"Royals"theyalllookedatmeandbustout

oflaugh

Mbasa:"That'sclassicbroh,where'sLi--"he

quicklycomposedhimselfrealisingthatmy

familydoesn'tknowabouther.

Me:"Mom andDadIhavesomethingtotellyou"

Dad:"Soundserious,didyoumakesomeone



pregnant?"

Me:"Somethinglikethat"mymom gavemethat

Iwillkillyoulookyou

Mom:"Youwouldn'tdare"mybrotherlaughed,

mysisterwalkedin

Unathi:"Whoisthegirlinthehunt?"

Mbasa:"Ishuu"hesaidlaughingwhilemy

parentslookedatmeforexplanation

Me:"SheisthatsomethingthatIhadtotellyou

about"

Dad:"TalkMbuso!"IsighIwouldbefreakedout

ifitwasjustarandom girl

Mbuso:"HernameisLindiwe,sheismychosen

wife"theybothgasped

Mom:"Shouldn'therparentsandtheirseerbring

herhere?Whatisshedoinginthehunt?"

Me:"No,sheisaseerherself.Sheisnotroyalty

shewasbornahealerandmygrandmother



choseherforme"

Unathi:"Finallyyoutwoaregettingmarriedno

morebitcheslikeMelissa"

Mom:"LanguageUnathi!"

Dad:"What'sthenextstep?"

Me:"Wewillinform herparentsthatsheishere,

theyknewabouteverythingbeforeshewas

born,thenaritualwillbeperformedforher.For

nowshewillstayinthehuntandnooneis

allowedtogothereUnathi"

Mom:"Thenyoushouldtakethefoodtoher

then"

Me:"Notevenmeisallowedinthathunt"

Mbasa:"Won'tshestarvethou?"Ishookmy

head

Me:"Noshewon't"

Dad:"IneverseensucheversinceIwasborn,

whowillperform herritual"



Me:"Mygrandmotherandherhusbandarethere

withher,theywillbedothatthenshewillcome

outtotheroyalhousewhensheisdone"

Unathi:"Wow"Ilookedather"NOdon'tlookat

melikethatIdidn'tenterthehuntIwasjust

passingwhenIsawher,Iswear"Inod

IknowwhenLindiweisdonewithherritualwe

willdealwithJuniorsituation.

JOHNSON'SHOUSE

MrsJohnsonwassettoherdaughtertoawitch

doctorbecauseshewaswillingtodoanything

tokeepthecomfortablelifeshewasliving.

Alltheyhavenowit'sthankstotheirsoninlaw

whodideverythingforthem.

Theyweredoingthisatnightsothatnoone

couldseebecauseafterallthat'swhenthe



witchesdotheirwork.

Shehadsetanalarm for00:00exactlybutshe

wokeupthirtyminuteslatershequicklywake

upthat'swhenshesawashadowstanding

behindhercurtainshewalkedcloserbutit

seemedtobeoutsideandthendisappeared.

Thenshenoticeditwasjustapersonreflected

byastreetlightthat'swhytheshadowwas

thereandpeoplewerestillmovingupanddown

intheneighborhood

ShequicklywalkedtoMelissa'sroom andshe

couldn'tfindher.

Shewenttoanoutsideflatlookingforhershe

openedthedoor

MrsJ:"Melissa!"shesaidcryingandscreaming,

sherantowardsherdaughterwhowashanging

from theroof"NOMelissa,Pete!"shescreamed

herhusband'sname.

MrJ:"OhMyGod,Melissa!"hesaidhelpinghis



wifewithliftingherupandtheymanagedtocut

therope

MrsJ:"Melissawakeupbabe!Wakeup"Shesaid

gentlyhittingherface"NO!NO!Melissa!"

IsthistheendofMelissaJohnson-Ndlovu?

----
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Amanda

Luthando

Iwaswokenupbymyphoneringing,Idon't

understandpeoplewhocallyousoearlyinthe

morningandthisbetterbeimportant.



Irolledovertotakemyphone,Iplaceditinmy

earwithoutevenlookingatthescreen.

"Hellopleasedon'thangup"

Me:"OhyesIwillhangup"Isaidthatalready

hangingupI'm tiredoftheJohnson'sifit'snot

Melissait'shermotherwholovesluxuriouslife

shecannotafford.

Nowtheyareliketheadarkcloudovermyhead

becausetheyarelosingtheirmealticketand

theycan'taffordtodothat.

Itriedtosleepbutsomeonebustthedoorof

myroom whywouldsomeoneentermyroom

withoutmypermission

Me:"CanIgetsomepeacefulsleepplease?!!"I

saidgroaningandlookedatmyparentswho

justenteredmyroom

Dad:"SitupMbasa"Igroanedandsatup

straight



Me:"Thisbetterbeimportant,what'sgoingon?"

Dad:"Melissadiedlastnight?"

Me:"What?"theylookedatmewithpityintheir

eyes

Dad:"I'm sosorryson"hesaidsittingnexttome

Me:"Whathappenedtoher?"

Mom:"Shecommittedsuicide,Iknowyougonna

blameyourselfbutnoneofitwasyourfault"I

justshookmyheadandstoodup

Dad:"Whereareyougoing?"hesaidasIdress

up

Me:"Todowhat'sexpectedofme,payrespect

toherfamilyandplanherfuneralasshewas

stillmywife"

Mom:"Don'tdothatLuthando"Ilookedather

Me:"Whatdoyouexpectmetodo?Cry

becauseshewasselfishandkilledherself.Life

islifewecan'tdeterminewhat'sgonnahappen



tomorrow.Shetookherownlifebecauseshe

thoughttheworldowedherloyalty,theworld

owesusnoshit.Thebestthingshecouldhave

doneistoacceptherrealityandtrytofind

herself.Yesithurtsthatshediedbecauseshe

ishumanbutshetookherlifejustbecauseshe

couldn'tlieonthebedshemadeforherself.

NowI'm goingtoplanherfuneralasitismy

dutyasherhusband"theybothlookedatmeI

don'tknowwhattheyexpectedmetodo,yesI

lovedMelissaandherdeathhurts,shewas

oncemywholeworldbutthatdoesn'tmeanI

shouldweepandgetdepressedbecauseshe

died.

Mom:"Areyousureyouareokay?Imeanyou

lovedMelissaitwouldn'tbewrongforyouto

reacttoherdeath"Isigh

Me:"I'm suremom,thankyousomuchfor

worryingaboutme"theygavemeahugand

promisedtopaytheirrespectstoMelissa's



familylateron.

ItextedZiziphothatI'm goingtoseeherlater

onbutIdidn'ttellherthatMelissahasdiedIwill

tellinperson.

Idrovestraighttoherhome,itwasalready

packedtheresidentsfrom theareawere

alreadytheretopaytheirrespectsandmourn

withthem.

IwalkedinsidethehouseIcouldeveryone's

staresburningonmyskin.

Assoonasenteredthehouse,hermotherwas

sittingonamattressandacandlewasnextto

her,everypairofeyeswaslookingatmewhenI

enteredthehouseIsatdownnexttoherdad

whoseemeddistraughtbythepassingofher

daughterIdidn'tevenknowwhattosayIwishI

waitedformyparents.

Me:"I'm sosorryaboutMelissa,my

condolencesMrJohnson"helookedatme



MrJ:"NOyouareheretoconfirm thatsheis

reallydead,youmustbehappythatyouarea

freemannow"hewastalkingonalownote

morelikewhispering

Me:"NOyouarewrongI'm herebecauseshe

wasmywife,I'm heretomournwithyouand

payforherfuneral,Idoubtyouhadfuneral

policies"Iwasn'trubbinganysaltonhiswound

buthewasbeingdisrespectfulheswallowed

andkeptquietImusthavehitthenervethere.

HermotherkeptlookingatmeIknowsheis

lookingforsomeonetoblameandI'm the

targethere.

ItalkedtoMelissa'ssistertofoundoutifthey

needanything,sheaskedformoneyfor

groceriesandItransferedittoher.

Zizipho



IwokeupandreadLuthando'smessage.

Iam reallylookingforwardtobeingwithhim

today,hopefullyhetellsmewhat'sbothering

him.

Ihaven'tseenMpumisinceyesterdayI'm not

evensureifsheisstillaround.

Entlewalkedtomeandsatnexttome.

Me:"Aglassofwineinthemorningcanonly

meanonething"sherolledhereyes.

Entle:"I'm inlove"Ilaughedandlookedather.

Me:"Youareserious?"shewasn'tlaughing

Entle:"Yes!I'm serious"

Me:"Okaythatbothersyoubecause?"shesigh

Entle:"Becausethepersonisn'troyalty"

Me:"Nowthat'saproblem"Ifeelbadforher

Entle:"Itwassupposedtobefunbutmebeing

stupidIfellinloveandIdon'tthinkmeandhim



areinthesameboat"

Me:"Ifyoucamelookingforanadviseonme

thenyouareinthewrongplacemntasekhaya,I

havebeeninjustonerelationshipanditfailed"

shereleasedahugebreath

Entle:"Ijusthavetoendthingswithhim,it's

useless"weweredisturbedbyaloudscream

Me:"What'sgoingon!?"Isaidstandingup

Entle:"Let'sgofoundout"weraninsidethe

housethenoisewascomingfrom myroom,my

heartstartedbeatfast,wewalkedinsidethe

room.

Me:"Junior!"IscreamedassoonasIsawhim

withsomuchbloodfrom hismouthandnose.

Me:"Junior!"Isaidwithtearsalreadyscreaming

downmycheeks,mychestwasclosinginI

couldn'tbreath

Naledi:"Wearetakinghim tothehospital,where



isthefuckendamncar?"shescreamedmyson

wasinmylap,thebloodkeptcomingoutofhis

nose.

Naledi:"Ziphostandupwehavetogo"

"Heisnotgoingtothehospital"saidagirl

walkinginIdon'tevenknowwhosheis

Entle:"Whoareyou?Howdidyougetin?"she

walkednexttomeandtouchedJunior'sface

Her:"Gettheprotectortohishome"

Naledi:"I'm sorryyoungladyweneedt--"shecut

heroff

Her:"YouneedtolistentomeZiziphooryour

sonisgoingtodieinyourhandsbeforeyou

evengettothathospital"thatrighttheremade

mestandupIcan'tlosemysonIwoulddied.

Me:"PleasetakeustotheManziniKingdom"

Khaya:"Butthat'snothishome"

Me:"Justtakeusthere,canwegon---"thegirl



wasn'tthereanymore

Entle:"Iknewshedidn'tuseadoor"

Naledi:"I'm comingwithyou"InodKhayatook

JuniorwegotinthecarIhaveneverbeenso

scaredinmywholelife.

Myfamilydecidedtocomewithmethedriveto

ManziniKingdom seemedtobethelongest,

Junior'spulsewasgettingweaker,myheart

wasinmystomachIcouldn'tstopthetears

causeIdidnotknowwhat'sgoingonwithmy

son.

WefinallygottotheManziniKingdom thegate

wasopenedimmediatelyforus.

WequicklyhoppedoutKhayahadJuniorinhis

arms.

MbusorantowardsusandlookedatJunior,his

familyfollowed.

Mbuso:"Thisisnotgood!Weneedtogethim to



thehuntnow!"hesaidtakingJuniorfrom Khaya

"Everyonegetinsidethehouse,Ziziphocome

withme"Ifollowedhim.

Wegotnexttothehuntheplacedhim down

Mbuso:"Let'sgo"Ilookedathim ishecrazy?

Me:"Wecan'tleavemysonhere"helookedat

me

Mbuso:"Trustmeplease"Inodandwalkedwith

him,IlookedbackJuniorwasn'tthereanymore.

LuthandoenteredafterusandIliterallyranto

him hecaughtmeintoahugIjustcried

Luu:"It'sokay"hetookmetositdown,Iwasin

hisarmseveryonewasquiet.

Luthandokepttappinghisfeet,thesilentwas

terrorizingmeevenmore.

Me:"NOIcan'ttakethisanymore"Isaid

standingupallofasuddenitstartedraining

andlightingfollowedlikethreetimes,itwas



deafening.

IlookedatMbusowhojustburiedhisheadon

hishand

Me:"Mbuso!"Isaidwithtearsalreadyblinding

myvision"NO!Junior!"Iscreamedandranto

thehunt.

-----
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Narrated

Ziziphorantothehuntyellingherson'sname,

tearswererunningfreelyonherfaceblurring

hervision.

Therainwaspouringonher,herlegswere



gettingweakwitheverystepshegotcloseto

thehunt.

Shegotinsidethehunt,thegirlshesawwas

therewithJunior.

Helookedlikehewassleepingpeacefulbuthe

wasn'tsleeping.

Zizipho:"Juniorpleasewakeupboy,Mommyis

here"shesaidkneelingnexttohisson.

Thepainwastoomuchforhertohandle.

Zizipho:"JuniorpleasestopwithyourgamesI

knowyoucanhearme"shesobbedpainful

Lindiwestoodupandsatnexttoher.

Lindy:"I'm sorryitwastoolatetohelphim"she

shookherheadwhiletouchingthecoldpale

Junior

Zizipho:"Iknowheisnotdead,heisjust

sleeping.BabypleasewokeupIpromisetono

longerforceyoutoeatveggies,IpromiseIwill



letyouhaveicecream anytimeyouwant,just

wakeuppleasebabe"shesaidshakingJunior's

bodyandcrying

Lindy:"Ihavenowordstoevencomfortyou

rightnow,Idonotknowwhatyougoingthrough.

Yoursonwascaughtbetweenthetwoworlds

anditgotoutofhand.Ithoughtwecouldsave

him butitwastoolatetodoanythingforhim.

EvenLuthandotriedbutitseemslikeitdidn't

work.I'm sosorrythatyouhavetogothrough

this"Ziziphoquicklystandupandleftthehunt

cryingshecouldn'thandlethepain

Luthando:"I'm sosorry"hesaidtryingto

comfortherbutZiziphoyankedhishand

Zizipho:"Thisisyourfamily'sfaultiftheydidnot

claim mysonastheirownhewouldn'tbedead

rightnow.Iwanttodonothingwithyouand

yourfamily.IwantmysonLuthandoIwant

Juniorhere"shesaidsobbinghittinghischest

Luthandoholdontohertighthewasholding



backhisowntears,Juniorhadbecomeahuge

partofhislife,hewaslikeasontohim.

Asifallthesufferingshewentthroughinlife

wasnotenoughGoddecidetotaketheonly

thingthatmadesenseinherlife,theonlything

thatkepthergoing.

Juniorwasthereasonsheenduredallthepain

andliveditwasalljustforhim butnowallthat

wastakenawayfrom her

ItwasbreakingTheDlamini'sandTheNdlovu's

toseeZizipholikethat,Mbusofeltlikehefailed

hisownfamilyandkingdom hedidn'tknow

whatwasnextforthisKingdom causeitwas

saidthatJunior'sdeathwillleadtogreat

sufferingoftheKingdom.

Mbuso



Ineverfeltsodefeatedinmylife,watchingmy

ownbrotherbreakdownlikemadefeellikea

failureIdon'tunderstandwhyTshepoand

Sandiledidn'tprotectJunior.

ZiziphowastornapartIcouldn'tevenfaceher

rightnow,myancestorsareselfishIdon'tget

allofthis.

TheybroughtZiziphoherejusttodothistoher.

IwalkedinsidemyhouseIchuckledwhenIsaw

them sittinginthecouch

Me:"Yougotsomenerves"Isaidwipingmy

tears

Thuso:"Wedidn'tdothis"Ichuckled

Me:"Itdoesn'tmatteryouletitallhappenright

underyournosesallyoucareaboutisyour

fuckenKingdom"

Sandile:"Mbusoyouneedtocalm down,we

knowwefailedyouandyouhaveeveryrightto



beangryatus"Itookavaseandthrewagainst

thewall.

Me:"Youneedtoleave,infactwhydon'tyou

restinpeacelikeotherpeoplebecauseyou

failedatdoingsomethingthatyouweremeant

tobedoingwhichisprotectingoneofyour

own"theyshooktheirfuckenbigasshead

Thuso:"WearesorrybutJunior'sdeathis

somethingwecouldn'tprevent"they

disappearedIjustgroanedinagony

Lindiwe:"Heyhey"shesaidholdingmesinkon

thefloor

Me:"Ifailedthem!"

Lindiwe:"LookatmeMbuso"shesaidholding

myfacethenwipedmytears"Youdidn'tfail

them,weareseersnotGod.Goddecidedto

takeJuniorasitwashistime.Heallowedthis

tohappenforareason.Yesithurtsbutwe

couldn'tstopfate.Iknowthisistoomuchfor



youandyourfamilytohandleandI'm notgonna

sayitwillheal.Losingsomeoneit'shardthat

wounddoesn'theal,youjustlearntolivewith

painthat'sall.I'm notgonnasaybestrong

becausethat'simpossiblerightnow.Thereare

norightwordstocomfortsomeonewhojust

losttheirlovedonesbecausethat'sapainthat

istoomuchtohandle"Ilookedatherand

kissedherthenquicklypulledaway

Me:"I'm sosorry"shegiggled

Lindiwe:"It'sokaycomehere"shesaidopening

herarmsIgotinandhuggedhertootight.

Luthando

Haveyoueverfeltlikeyourworldjustcollapsed

rightinfrontofyoureyesthat'showIfeelright

nowandIdon'tevenknowhowtocomfort

Zizipho.



Sheisangryandhurting,Juniorwasherwhole

world

Losinghim soyoungandunexpectedlyis

painful,Ihaveformedagreatbondhim.

HewaslikeasontomeIlovedhim whole

heartedly,IlookedatZiziphowhowasinfutile

positionandcurledup,herheadwasonher

mother'slapshekeptbrushingherhair.

Ziziphohadherhandsgrabbingonherownt-

shirtwhiletearskeptfallingfreelyonherface.

Entlewasinherfather'schestcryingandmy

mom wasinmyfather'sarms.

Unathiwassittingnexttomeandherheadwas

onmyshoulder.

LindiwewalkedinIguesssheisnowallowedto

walkintheroyalmainorthecircumstanceis

forcingherto.

Lindiwe:"Thepeoplefrom themorguearehere



topickupJunior"Ziziphojustscreamedin

agonyIwishshecouldletmecomforther.

InodshewalkedoutIlookedatZizipho'sfather.

Khaya:"Let'sgo"Istoodupandeveryonedid

Thepeoplefrom themorguewereshowed

wherehisbodywas.

Theycameoutwithhim onastretchercovered

inawhitecloth.

MyheartfeltlikeitwasonmykneesIcouldn't

evenstandproperly,Itriedholdingbackmy

tearsbuttheybetrayedme.

Zizipho:"Pleasestop!"shesaidandslowly

walkingtothestretcher,sheslowlyremoved

theclothfrom Junior'sface.

Hertearskeptfallingshetouchedhislittlepale

face

Zizipho:"I'm sosorrybaby,I'm sosorry"she

saidkissinghim onhisforeheadwhilehertears



fellonhim,thiswasthemostheartbreaking

thingIeverseeninmylife.

Theytookhim awayshesankonthefloorwith

herhandsonhermouthmufflingherpainful

sobs.

Iquicklyrushedtoherandshehuggedmeso

tight

Zizipho:"IthurtsLuu,whydidGodtakemyson?

Whyhim?"shesaidinbetweenhersobs

Me:"IknowI'm sosorrybabeI'm sosorry"she

shookherhead

Zizipho:"Didn'tIsufferenough?WhatdidIdoto

Godforhim tohatemesomuch?Iwantmyson!

Please!"IjustletmytearsfallcauseIdidnot

knowwhattosaytoherIwishIhadpowersto

takeawaythepainshewasfeelingandbring

backJuniorbutnowIcan'tdothatforher.

Herfatherhelpedmegetherinsidethehouse,

shewasgivenwatersomemedicationshe



quicklydoseofftosleep.

Iwalkedoutsidetogetmyselfsomefreshair

sometappedmyshoulderIquicklywipedmy

tears

Dad:"I'm sosorryson"Ijustletthem fallfreely

hejustholdsme

----
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Luthando

Iwatchedhersleepshelookedsobeautifuland



peaceful.

Idon'tevenwanthertowakeuptothishurtful

moment.

Everythingdoesn'tmakesenseJuniorwasa

happysoulandhewasingoodhealth,hisdeath

hashurtmetothecoreanditwassosudden.

I'vejumpedhurdles,wentthroughhellandback

butnothingcomparestowhatI'm feelingright

now.

It'sahardpilltoswallowbutIwon'tcrywithmy

headbowedlow.

YeshisdeathhashurtmealotasIwasstarting

toseehim asasonIneverhad,nowIhave

gainedanangelwithJunior

Me:"Nothingmakessensetomerightnowand

there'sabsolutelynothingIcandoorsaythat

willtakeawaythepainbutIpromiseyouthatI

willbeyourstrength"Ikissedherforehead,she

wasamess,abeautifulmess.



"Haven'tIsufferedenough?"herwordskept

ringinginmyhead.

Ijustwanttoholdherandtellhereverythingis

goingtobeokaybutthat'snotenough,nothing

isatthismoment.

Alothasbeentakenawayfrom her,shehave

sufferedandwentthroughsomuchpainbutI

oughttorestoreher,Imaygiveherbeautiful

childrenbuttheywillneverreplaceourlittle

champ.

Shehasbeensleepingsinceyesterday,shewas

flushing,herfacewasbecomingpaleandcold,

thepainshewasgoingthroughwaswrittenon

herface.

Me:"Zee"Isaidshakingherabitbutshedidn't

barge,IstartedpanickingIfeltlikeashape

swordwaspiercingthroughmyheart,Ican't

losehertoo.

Me:"Babe,ZiziphoWakeup!"Ineverscreamed



somuchinmylife.

Thedoorbustopeneveryonewalksin

Mom:"Luthandowhat'sgoingon?"thetears

werealreadyfallingfreelyinmyface.

Me:"Shewon'twakeupMa,don'tdothisZizipho

pleasewakeup"hertwinsteppedinIgavehim

thespace

Entle:"Mnqophisowhat'sgoingon?"

Mnqo:"HerheartbeatisfinebutwhatIdon't

understandiswhysheissopaleandcold"he

lookedatherconfused

Mbuso:"Shewantstodie"everyonegasped.

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?DosomethingMbuso

don'tjuststandthere"

Lindiwe:"Calm down,Juniorisstoppingher

from crossingover"Ikneeledinfrontofher

andtookherhand.

Me:"Madlamini,Majama,Zizikazi.Iknowyou



arescarredandhurting,youhavelostyourwill

tolivebutdon'tjustgiveupevenJuniordoesn't

wanttogiveupsodowe.Don'tputusthrough

painthatismorethanwealreadyfeelingplease

comebacktous"Ikeptholdingherhandswith

thehopethatshewillwakeup

Zizipho

Howdidwegethere?Thisissupposedtobe

thehappiestmomentofmylife.

Ihavefoundhomeandmyhearthasfoundits

homewithLuthandobutwithinthesplitsecond

I'm backtothedarkestcorner.

IlostmysonandIdon'twanttoseetheworld

withoutJunior.

JuniorgavemesomuchtoliveforwhenI

thoughtIhadnothingtolivefor.



ThepainistoomuchIdon'twanttowakeup

andfacemynewreality,Iwanttodiebecauseif

Idon'tdieinthismomentthenIwillhaveto

wakeupandfacetheworldwithouthim.

IfIwasn'tacowardIwasgoingtokillmyself

becauseIwon'tbeabletolivewithoutseeing

hismischievoussmile,Ijustwanttoholdhim

andkisshim.

Ifeellighterandmyheartisatpeace,mysoulis

ateasy.

IlookaroundIdon'tevenrecognizewhereIam.

IseeJuniorruntowardsmeIquicklyrantohim

andpickedhim up.

Iembracedhim toatighthugforthelongest

time.

Me:"Mybabyyouarealive"Isaidkissinghim all

overhisface,mytearscouldn'tstoprunning

downmyface



Junior:"Mommydon'tcry,biggirlsdon'tcry"he

saidwipingmytears

Me:"Justdon'tleavemeagainIthoughtIlost

youforever"heshookhisheadandplacedboth

tinyhandsonmyface

Junior:"Mommyyouareonlyseeingme

becauseyouwanttodie.Idon'twantyoutodie

Iwantyoutobehappymom.IknowIhaveleft

youtoosoonbutIwillforeverbewithyouin

spirit.Iwillbeyourangelandprotectyoufrom

everything"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Idon'twanttolivewithoutyou"hesmiled

Junior:"Andyouwon't,youwillbecarryingme

insideyourheartandIwillbebesideyou,ifyou

dieuncleLuuwon'tbeabletohandlethepain

oflosingusbothandhewillkillhimself,doyou

wanthim todie?"Ishookmyhead"Hewilltake

careofyouandbeyourstrength,helovesyou

mommyandyouwillhavechildrenwithhim and



Iwillbetheretoo"hekissedmylipsandturned

around

Me:"Whereareyougoing?"Itriedfollowinghim

butIcouldn'theturnedalightwasshinning

overhishead

Junior:"I'm happyhere,nowgobackhomeand

behappytoo,Iloveyousomuchmom"he

disappearedandItriedtoscreamedforhim but

insteadIgaspedthenopenedmyeyestosee

Luthandowhowaskneelingnexttome,itwas

evidentthathehasbeencryinghehadhishead

onmyhands

Me:"Hey"Isaidtouchinghisheadhequickly

lookedup

Luu:"Zizipho"hesaidbeforeattackingmewith

ahug,Ijustletmytearsfallfreely

Me:"I'm sosorry,ithurtssomuchLuthando"I

saidinbetweenmytearsholdingontohim tight

Luu:"Iknowbabe,pleasedon'tapologize.I'm



hereforyou"InodstillcryingIwasfinallyable

tocalm down

Luu:"Iwillleteveryoneknowthatyouarefine"I

shookmyhead

Me:"I'm scaredtobealone,IfeellikeI'm gonna

overthinkandhurtmyself,Juniorjustleftme

likethatLuuandI'm scaredtofacetheworld

withouthim.Ikeepseeinghisbloodyfaceand

askmyselfifhesuffered,thisistoomuchfor

me"henodsandgetinbedwithme.

Luu:"Iwilljustsendatextthen,doyouwant

anythingtoeat"IshookmyheadIcan't

stomachanythinghelookedatme

Me:"Notnowplease"henodsandsentatext.

Ireallywantedtobealoneandtheyunderstood

thatIdon'tknowhowI'm goingtolivewithout

mysonandithurtstoknowthatIwon'tevenbe

abletoholdhim again

Ifeeltearsfallingfrom myeyesIjustclosed



them buttheykeepfallingthisistheworsepain

Ieverfelt.

IfeltLuthando'shandswipingmytearshe

kissedmyforehead.

Thefollowingday

Mbuso

AspertraditiontheMokoenafamilyhadtobe

informedaboutJunior'sdeathandeveryone

wassittinginthelounge,thetensionwasvery

thickyoucouldactuallycutitwiththeknife.

TheonlythingthatyoucouldwereTshepo's

sniffseventhoughheisapieceoftrashbutthe

painoflosingachildit'stoomuch

MrsMokoenaandMrMokoenawerewiththeir

sonwithtwoofhisuncles



MrsM:"Whyarebeingcalledhereinsteadofher

house?"Idon'tlikeheralreadyInow

understandwhyTshepogotawaywith

everythinghedidtoZizipho.

MrM:"Andourgrandsonisgoingtobeburiedat

ourgraveyard"Naledichuckled

Naledi:"Yourgrandson?Thesamegrandson

youletyoursonkickoutonthestreets,youare

talkingaboutthatgrandson?"

MrsM:"Ifyourdaughterdidn'tsleeparoundthat

wouldn'thavehappened"

Khaya:"Youaregoingtoshowsomerespect

MrsMokoena,wearemourningourgrandson

here.Insteadofshadingmydaughterwhojust

lostachildhowaboutwefoundasolutionto

this"somebodysaidit.

Tshepo:"Mysonisgoingtobeburiedathome

andthat'sfinally"Mnqophisolaughed

Mnqo:"Nowyouknowyouhaveson?Junioris



gonnabeburiedonhermother'shouse.Yesit's

understandablethatyoudon'twanthim tobe

buriedhereinManzinibutyouwon'tfightthis"

Mbasa:"IsthatokayMbuso"

Me:"Yesit'sokay"TshepolookedatMbasaasif

hewantstomurderhim.

Tshepo:"YoujustmetJuniorandyoualready

thinkyouhavesomeclaimsoverhim,Junioris

aMokoena"whenIthoughtweweregetting

somewherethedickletdecidetodothisjust

great.

Zizipho:"Ihavesittingherelisteningtoallofyou.

Juniorismysonheisgoingtobeburiedwhere

Iwanthim tobeburiedandifyouhavea

problem withthatthendon'tattendhisfuneral

soJuniorisgoingtobeburiedinLITHALETHU"

Tshepo:"Buth--"Ziziphocutheroff

Zizipho:"IthoughtIwasclear"



Insert30

Zizipho

WithJuniorIhavelostahugepartofme.

Idon'tevenknowifoneeverhealoveradeath

oftheirownchild,itcutsdeep.

Themomentyouthinkofthem tearsfallfreely.

Youmisseverylittlethingaboutthem,the

thingsthatusedtoannoyyouaboutthem they

becomethethingsyoumissthemostabout

them.

Thepaincutsdeepwhenyoulookattheir

picturesandyoustartbelievingthatsomeoneis

gonnajustwakeyouupandtellyouthatit'sa

namebutinallhonestyit'syourliving

nightmareyouarenotdreamingit'syourreality.

Idon'tknowifIwilleverhealfrom allthispain

GodknowsIneedstrength.



IjustwokenupnotthatIsleepmuch,myphone

beepeditwasamessagefrom Luthando

"IwishIhadwordstoenlightenyouragonybut

sometimeswordsarejustnotenough.Youare

luckythatyougottogivebirthtoanangel.Your

littlemanwasbeyondspecial,hisbeaming

smileandthejoyhespreaditssomethingwe

willneverforget.Ijustwanttoremindyouthat

youarenotalone,Iwillbeyourstrengthduring

thisdarkseason.LeanonmeIloveyouso

much"Ihavebeengettingtextmessagesfrom

him sinceI'm athomeandheonlycomeshere

duringthedaythenleavesatnight.

Hismessagearecomfortingtheykeepme

goingI'm gratefulthatIhavehim.

Tshepoalsodoescomeherebutwedon'ttalkI

havenothingtosaytohim.

Heisjustheretoburyourson,hehasbeen

tryingtogettomebutIseriouslydon'tneed



him tocomforthim IhaveLuthandowhohas

beendoingthatforme.

KuhleandKopanoarrivedyesterdaytheyhave

beenhelpingaroundthekitchenIreally

appreciatethesupporttheyareshowingme.

Itsnoteverydayyougettohavesuchfriends

likethese.

Myparentshavebeensosupportiveinfactthe

wholefamilyexceptforMpumiwhoseemed

nottobebotheredbyanyofthis.

Luthando'sfamilyisalwayshereyouwould

swearthatJuniorwastheirowngrandson.

WiththesupportI'm gettingthepainisbearable.

Tshepo'sparentsonlycameoncenotthatit

bothersmebuttheywerethesamepeoplewho

werefightingforJuniortobeburiedwiththe

Mokoena's.

AknockcamethroughItellthepersontocome,



Entleandmymothercameinwithfood,they

havewatchingmeeatforthepassthreedays

Luthando'sorders.

Entle:"It'sthattime"IsighI'm nothungrybutI'm

justgoingtoeatjusttogetthem outofmyback.

Iatemyfoodinsilentandtheyjustsatthereto

makesureIate.

Me:"Thankyou"Isaidaftereatingtheysmiled

Entlelefttheroom

Mom:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"Somedaysarebetterthantheotherdays"

shenodsandshewasabouttowalkout

Me:"Mom!"shefrozeandquicklyturned

Mom:"DidyoujustcallmeMom?"shesaidwith

tearswellingupinhereyes.

It'sthefirsttimeI'm callinghermom notthatI

washoldingsomethingagainstherbutIwas

justnotreadyandsheisplayingthismother



rolesogoodsofar.

Me:"YesIhopeId--"shecutsmeoff

Mom:"Ofcoursenot,youdon'tknowhowmuch

itmeansformetohearyoucallmemom"she

saidhuggingmeIjustbrokedown"Iknowit

hurtssweetybutI'm herenow,mommyishere"

Me:"Ithurtsmom,ithurtssomuch"she

brushedmyhairandmademesitdown.

WesatforawhileIdon'tknowwhatshewas

doingonmyhairbutitmademefeelbetterit

wassoothing.

Mom:"IknowIhaven'tbeentherebutIpromiseI

willmakeitupforalltheyearsImissed.Iknow

whatyouarefeelingeventhoughyoucame

backtomebutIfeltthesamepainwhenIhad

togiveyou.TheworsepartIhadnooneto

comfortmeitwasasecret.Therewillbetimes

whereyoumisshim somuchifyoufeellike

cryingpleasecry,cryinghelpsyoureleaseall



thepaindon'tactstrong"shesaidbeforegive

meakissonthelips"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"Thankyouforbeinghere,Iloveyoutoo"

shestoodup

Mom:"Iwillgohelpinthekitchen"Inodandshe

walkedout.

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorIcan'tbelieve

shewasactuallybraidingmethebantuknots.

Luthandoandhisfamilyarrivedlateronhe

checkeduponmebeforeanything.

Tomorrowit'sthefuneralsotodaytheywere

slaughteringthecow.

Iwasn'treadytosaymygoodbyetomyson.

Parentsarenotsupposedtobeburyingtheir

children,itshouldthechildrenburyingtheir

parents.

Lindiwewasheresittingnexttomeshewas

beautifulladyandyoucantellshehasa



beautifulheart.

Iwassittinginamattressmourningitisfeltnot

soreal.

Lindiwe:"YouarestrongZizipho"Ilookedather

shedoesn'ttalkmuch

Me:"Idoubtthat"shesmiled

Lindiwe:"Trustmeyouarestrongan--"Mpumi

walkedinmakingherstopwhatshewassaying.

Mpumi:"Lookatyou,youknewyourchildwas

dyingdidn'tyou?"Ilookedatherwithtears

wellingupinmyeyesIknowsheisgota

chancetokickmeatmylowest

Me:"JustleavemealoneNompumelelo"she

laughed

Mpumi:"Youknewthatbratwasdyingthat's

whyyoucameherebecauseyouwouldn't

affordhisfuneral,nowyoumustbethrilledthat

heisgonnagetburiedproperly"Ifeltlike



someonewasactuallystabbingmeintheheart

andtwistingtheknife

Lindiwe:"Iwantyoutoleavethisroom now"she

saidhuggingme

Mpumi:"NOI'm notgoinganywhere,whatare

yougoingtodo?"aslaplandedonherfaceme

andLindiwebroughtoureyesuptoseewho

wasslappingher

Dad:"Iheardenoughofyournonsense

Nompumelelo"shehadherhandonhercheek

shewasshocksowasI.

Dad:"Ihaveletyoudoasyoupleaseinmy

houseandthatendsheretoday"hepulleda

sjambokandstartedhither,shetriedrunningto

thedooritwaslocked

Me:"Dad!!"hedidn'tevenhearmehecontinued

hittinghershewasscreamingforhim tostop

buthedidn'thecontinuedhittingher.

WeheadpeoplebangingthedoorLindiweran



toopenthedoor,everyonegotinandstopped

him.

Mpumiwascurleduponthefloorcryingwhile

hewasstillfumingwithanger

Dad:"NdizokubulalaNompumelelouyandiva(I

willkillyouNompumelelo,doyouhearme?"

Mom:"Whathappened?"hejustshookhishead

andcametokneelinfrontofme,hewentfrom

anangrytoasoftface.

Dad:"I'm sosorryZipho"hesaidopeninghis

armsforme,Ithrewmyselfandcried"It'sokay

princess"hesaidbrushingmyback.

Hestoodupandwenttoroughlypull

Nompumeleloup,shecouldbarelystandup.

Dad:"Younottheonlypersonwhosemother

diedandtrustmenoneofthosekidsactlike

you.Itriednottobehardonyoubutyouforced

myhand.Iwantyoutogotothepolicestation

rightnowandreportmeforassaultIdon'tcareI



willeatfreefood,freebedandfree

accommodationthenbeoutinfewmonthsand

Iwillbeatyouagain.Iwantyoutoleavethis

houserightnow"shewascrying,mydadlether

goshefellshecouldbarelystand.

Mom:"Pleasehelpherupandfixherabaththen

gethertobed"themaidshelpedherup

Luu:"Areyouokay?"hewasholdingmyface

withbothofhishand

Me:"YesI'm fine"

Luu:"I'm sorryaboutthat"hekissedmy

forehead.

Mom:"Iwillgotalktoyourfather"Inodandshe

walkedout.

Entle:"Showisoverleavepeople"shesaidto

thepeoplewhowerestandingbythedoor.

----



Thatsabonusinsertfrom me,ifanyonewants

tosponsorthenextbonusinsert,pleasedoDM

me
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Zizipho

Thefaithfuldayhascome,itisthedayI'm

layingmyfirstlovetorest,Juniorwasmyfirst

love,myonetruelove.

Idon'tknowhowthisdaywillgobutIknowfor

sureI'm notreadytosaymyfinallygoodbyesto

myson.

ThemorninghasbeendraggingIdidn'teven

wanttowakeupbutIhadto.

ThepalacewaspackedIdidn'tunderstand

becausenoneofthesepeopleknewJuniorbut

mom toldmethataslongasitishappeningin

thepalaceexceptthevillagerstoallcome.



Youwouldswearthatitwastheking'sfuneral

andifitwasuptomeitwasgoingtobeasmall

funeralwithfamilyandfriends.

Theweatherwasnottoogooditlookedlikeit

wasgoingtorain,thecloudsweredark.

IwasreadywhenLuthandowalkedinhisall

blacksuit.

Luu:"Youready?"Ilookedathim andwonder

howhedoesit

Justyesterdayhewasburyinghisexwife,Iwas

surprisedthatshedied.

Imeanshecouldhavestartedanewlife

withoutLuthandobutIcan'tjudgeherIdidn't

understandthedeepestoftheloveshehadfor

Luthando.

Me:"Idon'tknowifIam,Iguesswewillfound

out"IsaidafteradeepsighItook.

Luu:"Ican'thelpbutadmireyourstrength"



Me:"Idon'tknowLuuyouhavebeenmy

strengthinallofthisIdon'tthinkIwouldhave

beenabletogetthroughthesedays"

Luu:"AsIsaidIwillbeherealways,thisisthe

hardestdayforus,hewasourchamp,he

brightenedeveryawakeningmomentforus.It's

hardtolethim gobutthistoowillbepass.

Therewillbedayswherewewillmisshim and

crybuttherewillalsobedayswewillthink

aboutallthecrazymemoriesofhim andwewill

laughaboutit"IlovehowherefertoJunioras

hisown.

Me:"Thankyouforbeinghere"thedooropens

Mnqophisowalkedin

Mnqo:"Guyshejustarrived"myheartsankto

mystomach"Ifyouwanttoseehim please

come"Ijustsatonmybedashewalksout.

Luu:"Heyit'sokayifyoudon'twanttoseehim"

hesaidsittingnexttome



Me:"It'senoughthatIsawhim thedayhedied,I

don'twanttoclosemyeyesandthefirst

memoryofhim iswhenheisinhiscoffin,Ican't

seehim likethat"

Luu:"Iunderstand,let'sgobethereastradition

requiresustobewewon'tseehim"Inodand

wewalkedtotherondavelhiscoffinwasin.

Icouldfeelmyhearttearingapartthishastobe

thesmallestcoffinIeverseeninmylifeI

couldn'tstopmytears.

Thefuneralwasthenproceededonthe

communityhall,IhadtositinbetweenTshepo

andLuthando.

Thiswasheartbreakingformenowitwas

finallysinkinginthatmylittlechampisgone

forever.

Thefactthathehassomanycousinshedidnot

getthechancetomeetwasjusttoomuch.

Ibrokedownwhenhiscousinsanghim a



goodbyesong,Icouldn'tevenholdbackthe

tearsanymore.

Oneofhiscousinreadhisobituary,theshortest

obituarythatIhaveheard.

Thenitwasmyturntospeakaboutmyson,

Luthandohelpedmetothepodium.

Me:"UhIdon'tevenknowwheretobeginIwrote

aspeechforthisbutitfeelswrongformeto

evenread.Iwasgoingtotalkaboutallthe

momentswehadbutI'm goingtotalkabout

mathsinstead.Thereareinfinitenumbers

between0-1justlikethosenumbersyougave

meaninfinite,yougavemeaforeverJunior.In

theshortyearsthatweregiventoyoutolive

youleftafootprintinourlives.I'm hurtandsad

thatIwon'tgettoseeyougrowfrom beinga

boytoaman.Iwon'tbeabletocelebrateyour

graduation.Iwon'tbeabletowatchyoufallin

love.Iwon'twalkyoudonetheisle.Iwon'tbe

abletoseeyouholdyourbabyforthefirsttime



becauseyouleftmesosoon.Irememberthe

dayyoudiedIaskedmyselfwhyyoubuttoday

asI'm standinghereI'm askingmyselfifnot

youthenwho?Noparentshouldbegoing

throughwhatI'm goingthroughrightnow.God

hasareasontochooseyoumaybeyouwere

toogoodforthisworld.Whenheavencallsand

angelsdotheirjobswestarttoquestionGod

likewecouldtakehispartbutIbelievethatGod

nevergiveyouaburdenthatyouwon'tbeable

tocarry.YesithurtsthatyouleftmeandIwill

neverseeyouagainbutlikeyousaidIwillcarry

youinmyheartforever.RestinpeacechampI

loveyousomuch"Iwipedmytearsbefore

goingtotakemysitLuthandoputhisarm

aroundmeIjustlettearsfallashepulltohis

chest.

WewenttothecemeteryandIwatchedhis

coffingodownwithpartofme.

Mytearskeptfallingashiscoffingoesdown



Me:"Junior"Iwhisperedasittouchesthe

ground.

Thatwasisitmysonwasgone,Idon'teven

knowhowwillIstartthislifewithouthim.

Thefollowingdayafterthefuneralwewashed

Juniorsclothes.

MpumiwasstillhereIguessmom beggeddad

nottokickherout.

Shehasn'tsaidanythingafterthebeatingshe

received,shewasjustquietandmostofthe

timeshelookedherselfinherroom.

"Yourson'sfuneralwasbeautifulandyouare

onestrongyounglady"saidawomanwhowere

helpinguswithwashingtheclothesand

blankets.

Me:"Thankyou"itwasindeedabeautifulfuneral

allthankstomytwinbrother,EntleandThe



Ndlovutwins.

WewerefinishedwithwashinghisclothesandI

hadtocookforthepeopleapparentlyIhaveto

dothechorestodayit'straditiondon'taskme

why.

AtleastIhadKuhle,LindiweandKopanohelping

mecookingforthefamilymemberswhowere

onlyleft.

Kopanowaslookingatmybrother'sbuttashe

passesby.

Me:"Kopano"KuhleandLindiwelaughed

Kopano:"Hisassishellafine,Idon'tknowevenI

wouldlickit,smackitorbiteit"

Kuhle:"Iknewit!Youarenotlesbian"Kopano

rolledhiseyes

Me:"Heisofflimits"

Kopano:"Howaboutyoursister?"

Lindiwe:"Youwantyourhandsfullhuh?"



Me:"Sheisstraightandofflimits"theylaughed

alittlebecausewecan'tbeloudI'm gladthey

areheretheymakethingsbearableforme.

AtleastnowIwasallowedtositwitheveryone.

TheNdlovu'shaveleftlaterduringthedaybut

Lindiwestayed,wewereformingagreat

friendshipshehasbeenthereforme.

Dad:"WhereisMpumi?"

Entle:"LasttimeIcheckedshewasinherroom"

Dad:"Sindypleasegether"hesaidtooneofthe

servantsshequicklynodswewereallsittingin

thetablefordinner.

Sindywalkedinfollowedbythestilllimping

Mpumi

Dad:"Wearehavingdinnerandtherulesinthis

housestillapplies"shechuckled

Mpumi:"Orwhatareyougoingtodo?"whoashe

stillhasanattitudeshehasaliverIgiveherthat.



Dad:"Don'ttestmypatienceNompumelelo"she

satdown

Mpumi:"HaveyoueverwonderwhyIhateyou

somuch?"shesaidlookingstraighttomy

mother'seyes

Mom:"Youtellme"shechuckled

Mpumi:"Yousurelydon'tknowthepersonyou

married"

Dad:"Nompumelelo!"

Mpumi:"NOKhayait'sabouttimeeveryone

knowstherealyouKhaya"

Dad:"NompumeleloIwon'tstandforyour

nonsenseinmyhouse"

Mpumi:"Orwhataregoingtodo?Beatmeup?

Themenyouallpraisesomuchisthereason

I'm likethis.Dadhowaboutyoutellthem about

howyouturnedmetoyourwife.Howyou

turnedmeintoyoursexslavewhenyourmom



died.Tellthem them daddydearest!"weall

lookedathim inshock,Icouldn'tevenreadhis

face.

Mom:"Youdidwhat?!"

---

Ifyouwanttosponsorabonusinsertplease

inboxme
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Zizipho

Theroom wassosilent,thetensionsothick

youcouldcutitwithaknife.

Theatmospheremademeshiverthisis

somethingsoemotional.

Mpumiislookingatussheisnotblinking.

Mydadisjuststaringwithoutanyemotionsfor



asecondIthoughthewasundersome

hypnosis.

Theshockinmymother'sfaceyouwouldswear

thatsomeonewassuckingoxygenoutofher

body.

Mysiblingswerejustasshockasweare.

Mom:"IaskedyouaquestionKhaya"she

managedtosayyoucouldseehereyesshining

withtears.

Dadstoodupandfixedhisshirthewasabout

towalkedout

Mom:"Khayasaysomething"helookedatmom

Dad:"Somethinglikewhat?"

Entle:"Defendyourselfdad!"heshookhishead

Dad:"Defendmyself?Doesn'tthatmakesme

evenmoreguilty?Igotnothingtohidehereand

Iwon'tstandheredefendmyselfasifI'm guilty.

I'm goingforaride"hesaidthatthenwalked



out.

Mom sankonherchairtearsfallingfreely.

Me:"Mom followyourhusband"theyalllooked

atmeasifIjustgrewapenisonmyhead

Mpumi:"Heisrunningawayfrom thetruth"I

shookmyheadindisbeliefanddisgust

Me:"Youdon'tseewhat'sreallyhappening

here?"

Mnqo:"Whatareyouonabout?Whydidn'the

defendhimself?"

Me:"Becauseofthesamewayyouareacting

rightnow.Youjustlookedathim asifhewasa

monsterandyoualreadypickedasidebyjust

thelookonyourfaces.Injustasplitsecond

mom youbelievedsomeonewhotriedtokill

youoversomeonewholelovedyoueffortlessly.

Itdidnotmatterwhatdadwouldhavesaidto

you.AndMpumiisjustobsessedwithherown

father,sheissick.Myfatherisinnocentuntilhe



isprovenguilty."Iknowsomewomenwould

probablysayI'm trashfordefendinghim but

youareonlysayingthatuntilithitshome,until

someaccuseyourfathersandbrothersthen

thatmakesyouahypocrite.

Mpumi:"YouthinkIwouldmakeupsomething

likethisjustbecauseI'm obsessedwithmy

father.Thatmandidtheunthinkableandyou

aredefendinghim"

Me:"Iwouldn'tputitpassyou.Ifhereally

sexualabusedyouthenwhydidn'tyoureport

him.Whyhatehiswifeinsteadofthemanwho

abusedyou?Doesitmakessensetoyouthat

youtriedtokillmom insteadofhim?Youare

manipulativeNompumelelo,youthink

everythingwillgoyourownwayeverytime.You

areanunstable,twistedpsycho"shetried

slappingmebutLindiwestoppedherbyholding

herhand.

Mpumi:"Don'ttouchme!"shescreamed



Me:"IfeelsorryforyouMpumi"Iwalkedout

leavingthem standingthere

Mom:"Whereareyougoing?Youaremourning

Zipho"

Me:"Todosomethingyoufailedtodomother

thatssupportingmyownfather,nowletmego

supportdadandleaveyouwithyour

stepdaughter,whoknowsshemighttrytokill

youagain"Igotinsideoneofthecarsand

droveoff.

Icalledhim buthedidn'tpickup,Idrovearound

askinguntilonegoodsamaritanshowedme

whereshewas.

Ifoundhim sittingnearariverhequicklywiped

histearswhenhenoticedme

Dad:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"hesaidwitha

huskyvoicethatseemedtobebreakingdown.

Isatnexttohim hehadhisfeetonwater.



Me:"I'm sorry"heshookhishead

Dad:"IfailedZizipho,IalwaysthoughtthatIwas

thebestdadintheworldbutMpumiprovedme

wrong.Igaveheralltheloveintheworld,Itried

tomakesurethatshedoesnotfeellikeshe

doesn'thaveamom"heshookhishead"Doyou

knowwhatIdidforheronmom'splaydaysat

school?"

Me:"NOwhatdidyoudo?"hechuckledthen

smiled

Dad:"Iworeadressandsomemakeup,people

thoughtIwashilariousbutIwasdoingitallfor

mybabygirl"

Me:"Wow"Isaidsmilingandadmiringtheman

nexttomeIwishhewasinmylifewhenIwas

growingupbutI'm greatfulheisnow.

Dad:"Idon'tknowwhywouldsheaccusedmeof

suchasinisterthing.IloveallofyouandI

woulddoanythingtoprotectyou.Ican'thelp



butwonderwheredidIgowrongwithher"

Me:"Youdidn'tgowrong,youdidthebestyou

couldforherdad.Wedon'twhysheturnedout

thewayshedidbutit'snotyourfault.Please

don'tblameyourself"

Dad:"Howisyourmom?"andheisworried

aboutmom eveninthissituation,heisselfless

andagoodhusband.

Me:"Idon'tknowbutlet'sfocusonyou"

Dad:"Nosheisyourmom andsheisprobably

worried.JustsendheratexttellingherI'm fine

andyouarealsofine"Inoddedandtextedmom.

Me:"I'm sosorryaboutthis,Idon'tknowwhat

hasgottenintoMpumi"

Dad:"Idon'twanttogiveuponher,sheismy

daughterbutIdon'tknowwhattodoanymore"

Me:"IthinkMpumiisobsessedwithyou"

Dad:"What?"hiseyespoppedoutIcan'thelpbut



noticehowhiseyeslooklikemine

Me:"Thinkaboutit.Mpumichangedafteryou

tookawife,shecouldn'tacceptherasamother

shewentasfarastryingtokillher.Shecouldn't

standseeingyouloveher.I'm nota

psychologistbutMpumiisn'tokaydad.Noone

intheirrightmindwoulddoallthethingsshe

did"heroughlybrushedhisface

Dad:"Canadisorderbeinherit?"

Me:"Yes,why?"heshookhishead

Dad:"Let'sgohome"Iknowheishiding

somethingfrom mebutIwon'tforceanything

onhim.

Hestoodupandputonhisshoethenhelped

mestandup.

Wegotindifferentcarshewasfollowingme.

Wegothomemom stoodupassoonasshe

sawuswalkingin.



Mom:"I'm sosorry"shesaidhuggingdadI

smiled

Dad:"It'sokay,whereisshe?"

Entle:"Sheisinherroom"henodsandsettled

onthecouch.

Dad:"Entleyouareapsychologistright?"she

nodslookingathim confused"Isyoursister

stableinthehead?"

Entle:"Iwouldn'tknowIneedtolookintoher

casetoknowthatdad"

Dad:"Entlejustalookathercantellyoua

thousandthings"

Entle:"NO!Mpumiisevilthat'sallIcouldsay

shemightbesickbutnotherapywouldcleanse

herdarkheartdad"henods

Dad:"IthurtstodothisbutifIhavetogether

intoaloonbinsobeitcauseIdon'tbelieveshe

isevilsheissickandsheneedshelp"



Mnqo:"ifyoubelievethat'sgoingtohelpthendo

it"

Luthando

Idon'tknowwhybuttheJohnson'shascalleda

meetingwithmyfamily.

Ijusthadafeelingthatwhateveritisthatthey

calledushereforIwon'tlikeit.

Wewereallsettledintheirhouse.

MrJ:"Wearegladthatyoucameaftersucha

shortnotice"myparentsjustnodded

MrsJ:"Youareallwonderingwhyyouarehere.

Asweallknowthatmydaughterdiedwhilestill

marriedtoyourson,hehastomarryhersister

ashisculturerequires"Iburstoutoflaughter

Mbuso:"YiFilm"hesaidjoiningme



Me:"I'm sorrybutthatwassofunny,youshould

trycomedy"Isaidwipingmytearsandtryingto

breath.

Mom:"WhatMrsJohnsonistruebutyour

daughterwasn'troyaltyandwenolonger

practicesuchcultureinthiskingdom"

MrJ:"Mydaughterdiedbecauseofyourson

that'stheleasthecoulddo"

Me:"Areyousellingyourdaughtertous?"

MrsJ:"Noweareno-"Icutheroff

Me:"Youarejustleaches.Youjustburiedyour

daughterfewdaysagoandyouarealready

tryingtoreplaceher.I'm notevengoingto

entertainthis.Melissaisn'tevendecomposed

yetyouareheresuchnonsense.Iwasdivorcing

herIoweyouguysnothing.Ican'tbelieveyou

justwastedourtimeforsuch"

Dad:"Youwatchalotofmovies.Wewillleave

you"wewalkedout



Mom:"Thatwasentertaining"

Mbuso:"Tellmeaboutit,yousureknowhowto

chosethem inlawsbro"hesaidlaughing

Me:"Ican'tbelievethem rightnow"

Wedroveoffindisbelief.

---------------

I'm backandthankyouforallthesupport.

Ifyouwanttosponsoraninsertplease

messageme

Insert33

Zizipho

ThisMpumidramaorwhateveritiswas

draining,sherefusedgettinghelpanddecided

togobacktolivewithTshepo.

It'sbeenamonthsincesheleftandtodaymy



familyisperformingacleansingceremonyfor

me.

Ihavetosaythatlosingalovedoneisthe

worsepainfulthingever,thatpainisforeveryou

don'thealyoujusthavetoaccepteverything.

AndluckyformeIhavemyfamilyandfriends

thathavebeensupportivethroughitall.

Luthandohasbeenmakingsurethatheholds

myhandthroughitall.

Theceremonyispackedmorethanthefuneral.

Iwascalledtotherondavelaftertakingabath,

theyhadtoapplymywholebodywith

inyongo(bile)andIhadtodrinkonetoo

Itwasn'tagreatexperiencebutithadtobe

done

AfterthatIwasallowedtogositwithmy

friends,theyweredrinkingalcoholIwas

allowedtodrinkbutIdecidednottodrink.



SomeandKuhlewatchedUnathi,Lindiwe,Entle

andKopanodrinking.

Unathi:"Afterallthiswedeservesomevacation"

shesaidafterburpingIcouldtellthatthe

alcoholwasalreadykickingin.

Kopano:"Wellthat'snotinmybudget"

Me:"That'smakesthetwoofus"EntlelaughedI

reallycan'tgetusedtohowshelookslikeme

it'screepy

Entle:"Saysaprincessfrom oneoftherichest

families"Ichuckled

Me:"Wellthatstilldoesn'tchangeathing,Istill

havesomuchtodo"

Kuhle:"JustlosenupZee"meandKopanoburst

outoflaughter

Kopano:"Lookwhoistalking?A25yearold

virgin,howaboutyoulosenupmzalwane"I

couldn'thelpbutlaugh



Lindiwe:"Sheisawhat?"

Me:"Sheisavirgin,shedoesn'tdrinkalcohol.

That'sagoodthingatleastwewillhaveacare

takerduringourcrazydrunknights"Kuhle

frowned

Kuhle:"WhosaidIwillbegoingwithyoutothe

clubs"

Unathi:"LosenupKuhleyouwon'tbegetting

drunk,youwillbeourdriverandlookafterus"

wealllaughedatKuhle'sfacialexpressionit

wasjustgreattoseethegirlsgettingalongso

well.

MpumiwalkedtowardsuswithTshepo

Entle:"GodIhatethesetwo"shesaidbefore

theyreachedus.

Mpumi:"Girls"shesaidassoonastheygotto

us.

Weallgreetedher,Tshepo'seyeswerestillon



me.

Kopano:"Canwehelpyou?"shechuckled

Mpumi:"Inoticedthatit'sagirl'spartysocanI

join"

Entle:"Ofcoursebutwhatabouthim isheagirl

too?"Tshepoclearedherthroat

Tshepo:"Canwetalk?"Iraisedmyeyebrows

Me:"Areyoutalkingtome?"henodsIlookedat

Mpumiwhowasn'tpayingmuchattentionto

him shewasactuallyfillingherglass.

Me:"I'm busyTshepo"

Tshepo:"ItwillbeshortIpromise"Ididn'twant

totalktohim butIwasalsocuriousaboutwhat

hewasgoingtosay.

Me:"Fine"

Unathi:"Ifhetriesanythingstupidweare

watching"Istoodupandfollowedhim.



Wewereabitfarawayfrom thegirlsbutthey

couldstillseewhat'sgoingon.

Me:"Whatdoyouwanttotalkabout?"

Tshepo:"Youarebeautiful"Iwantedtolaugh

butIdidn't

Me:"TellmesomethingIdon'tknowalready"

Tshepo:"ZiziphoIwanttoapologizeforwhatI

didtoyou"Ichuckled

Me:"Idon'tneedyourapologyTshepo

Mokoena"

Tshepo:"IknowbutIjustwantyoutoknowthat

I'm reallysorry"Idon'tbelievehim

Me:"OkaynowIknowcanIgo?"

Tshepo:"Themanyouarewithheisnotwho

youthinkheis.Heisdangerous"Ilookedathim

Me:"Ohreally?"

Tshepo:"YesIknowyouwon'tbelievemebuthe



triedkillingme"

Me:"Whywouldhedothat?"

Tshepo:"Maybeit'sbecausehecouldstillsee

thatyoustillloveme"

Me:"WellyouarehilariousrightnowTshepo,I

lovehim notyou.Idon'teventhinkIeverloved

youtobeginwith.AndifLuthandotriedkilling

youwellitsbecauseyoupokedasnakeinits

holethenitbiteyou.Iwouldappreciateitifyou

leavemealoneTshepo.Youmadeyourown

bednowlieonit"

Tshepo:"AllIneedisasecondchanceZizipho"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhichworlddoyouliveinbut

youneedtosnapoutofitreallysoon.I'm a

princessIcan'tbewithsomecommoner.

Luthandoismychosenhusband.Iwonderwhat

wouldMpumisaytohearyousaysuch"

Tshepo:"Idon'tloveherIonlyloveyou"



"Andshelovesmenotyou"saidhisvoice

behindIsmiledandturned.

Tshepo:"Stayoutofthis,Ziziphoismywife!"

Me:"Wasyourwife"heshookhishead

Luu:"Okaythatisenough,Iwantyoutostay

awayfrom mywife"

Tshepo:"Orwhat?"Luthandojustchuckled

Luu:"iguesswewillfoundout,wannago?"he

saidlookingatmeInod.

Hetookmyhandandwewalkedawaytohiscar

Me:"I'm sorryIknowIshouldn'thavetalkedto

him"hesmiledandshookhishead

Luu:"Don'tdothatpleaseifanythingtalkingto

him willgiveyoutheclosureyoudeserve"I

lookedathim

Me:"Isittrueyoutriedtokillhim"helookedat

meforawhile



Luu:"IfIwantedtokillhim hewouldbedead

sthandwasam"Isigh

Me:"Idon'tliketheideaofyoukillingsomeone"

Luu:"Let'sforgetthat,howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"FeelingokaybutIstillhaveawelcoming

ceremonyinfewweeksandIhaveaninterview

inthreedaystocome.SoIhavealotinmy

platerightnow"

Luu:"Knowingyou,youwillbeabletopullthese

off.Youhavelikefivegirlstohelpwithyour

ceremonyandstuffsoyouhavenothingto

worryabout"hewasrightIknowthegirlswill

helpmewitheverythingIneed.

Me:"Andthankforpullingsomestringsforme

withthisinterview"

Luu:"ItoldyouI'm hereforyou"

Me:"ThatswhyIloveyou"hesmiledtryingso

muchtohidethathewasblushing



Luu:"Iloveyou,nowgobacktothegirlsIwill

seeyou"Inodandhepulledmeclosetohim by

mywaist.

Ourlipscollided,hisotherhandfounditswayto

mytigh.

Itmovedupanddown,untilitreachedmy

coochieIholdmybreathforasecond.

Heslowlymovedhishandtomyunderwear

thenslowlymadeitswaytomyclitandrubbed

itupanddown.

Iclutchedonhisarm asmymuscleswere

startingtotenseuponhistouch.

SomeoneknockedonhiswindowIjumped.

Luu:"WTF??"hesaidinfrustration"Don'tworry

thesewindowsaretainted"Isighinreliefthis

wasgoingtobeembarrassed.

Herolledhiswindowdownafterwemanaged

tocomposeourselves.



Luu:"WhatdoyouwantUnathi?"

Unathi:"DidIcockblockorsomething?The

eldersarelookingforyouZiziphowehaveto

servepeople"

Me:"OhmygoshIforgotaboutthat.Iwillsee

youlater"Isaidkissinghislipthengotoutof

thecar.

Unathi:"Ican'tbelieveyouwereabouttohave

sexinthecar"shewasalittlebitloudbecause

shewastipsy

Me:"Canyoublameme?Shhweare

approachingthehouse"shenodslaughingwe

gotinsidethehouse.

Wepreparedthefoodforeveryonewiththehelp

ofsomevillagegirls.

Theminuteweweredonemyfeetwerehurting.

Kuhle:"Ineverservedsomanypeopleinmylife"

shesaidthrowingherselfinacouch.



Mom walkedinfollowedbyLuthando'smother.

Mom:"Youguyswillbeusingtheguesthouse,

youralcoholisstoredthere.Idon'twantyou

anywherenearthoseboys"shesaidpointingat

Luthando,Mbuso,mytwinandtheirfriendswho

weresittingbythehuntdrinkingalcohol

Lindiwe:"Evenus?"shesaidpointingatherand

me

Queen:"Yesevenyoutwo"

Lindiwe:"That'snotfairIpromisedMbusosome

tonight"Ichokedthegirlisdrunk.

Mom:"Wellheisnotgettinganything,wewillbe

watching"theywalkedleavingthegirlsexcited

Me:"Whyareyouexcited?"theylookedatme

Unathi:"Girlthatwasagoaheadtodo

somethingwiththoseboys"

Me:"Youguysarecrazy"theylaughed.

Wemovedtotheguesthouseandsettledthere.



Me:"Entleyouneedtoslowdown"shewas

goingtoohardonalcoholic.

TheykeptdrinkinguntilIwasfeelingasleepI

decidedtogotobed.

Thefollowingmorning.

IwokeupandthehousewasamessIdecided

tocleanthenIwillcheckonthegirlslateron.

ItookthedustbinoutandIsawKopanocoming

outofthehousewheretheboysweresleeping

atthenmybrotherfollowedher.

Hepinnedheragainstthewallandtheykissed.

IjustwalkedinsideafewminuteslaterKopano

gotin.

Shestartledwhenshesawme,welookedat

eachother.

Kopano:"Asknoquestionhearnolies"Ishook

myheadassheranaway.



IhopeIwon'tbecaughtbetweenthecrossfires

withthiscauseI'm verysureitwon'tturnout

good.

Idecidedtogocleaninthebathroom whenI

foundEntlevomiting,sheflushedthetoilet.

Me:"Areyouokay?"shelookedatmethennod

Entle:"Alcoholdoesthistome"shesaidwiping

hermouth

Me:"Areyousure?"

Entle:"IsaidI'm fine"shesnappedIjustlooked

ather"I'm sosorry"shesaidwithtears

streamingdownherface

Me:"Heywhat'swrong?"

Entle:"I'm pregnantZizipho"shesaidcrying

moreandsittingonthetoilet

Me:"What?"

Entle:"Myparentswillkillme"



Me:"Entle"Isaidtakingherintoahug.

Insert34

Zizipho

Idon'tknowwhatsgoingtohappentoEntle

becausemom anddadwon'tlikethisatall.

ShehasbeencryinginmyarmsIdon'teven

knowhowtocomfortheratthismoment.

Unathi:"Iseverythingokay?"shesaidstanding

bythedoorlookingatusIjustshookmyhead.

Me:"Pleasegiveusamoment"shenodsand

closedthedoor.

Entlefinallywasabletocalm downIgaveher

water.

Me:"Feelingbetter?"sheslowlynods

Entle:"Idon'tknowwhatI'm goingtotellmom

anddad,I'm soscared"youcouldtellinher



bodylanguageshewasfreakingout.

Me:"Youwilltellthem whenyouareready,I

knowtheywillbeangrybutitwillpass.Wewill

figurethisouttogether"

Entle:"Thankyouforbeinghere"Iwipedhere

Me:"Sistersareforthat,nowlet'swashyour

face"shenodsandwashedherface.

Wejoinedotherswhoweredrinkingahangover

remedy,theylookedlikeamess.

Unathi:"Youguysareokay?"

Me:"Yeswearefine"shenodsIlikehowthese

girlsaretheydon'tforceyoutotalkifyoucry

theycrywithyouuntilyouarereadytotellthem

what'sgoingon.

Me:"SoKuhledidyourfriendtellwhatshedid?"

theyalllookedatKopanoforanswered

Kopano:"Don'tlookatmelikethat"

Me:"Shesleptwithmybrothersomuchfor



beingalesbian"Kuhledramaticallyclappedher

handswhileothersgaspedonshock.

Kuhle:"Itoldyouthisoneisstraight"everyone

laughed

Kopano:"Thereissomethingcalledbisexual"

Me:"Wellkeeplyingtoyourself"

Istartedpreparingbreakfastforthem while

theywenttocleantherooms.

Me:"Entle"shewassittingrightoppositeme

quietly

Entle:"Mmmh"Isigh

Me:"Don'toverthinkandyouknowstressingis

notgoodforyou"shesighandlookedatme

Entle:"Iwasjustthinkingabouthowrecklessit

wasofmetodrinkthatmuchlastnight,Iwill

havetoseeadoctorsoon"

Me:"Icangowithyouifyouwant"shenods



Entle:"Ireallyappreciatethat"

Me:"Let'sgetyoufedthenwhatdoyoufeellike

having?"

Entle:"Anythingwithouteggs"shesaidsmilingI

justlaughed

Me:"Idon'tunderstandhowyouareexactlylike

me"

Entle:"Wearejustlikeourmom trustme"we

laughed.

Afterhavingbreakfastthegirlswenttocleanto

themainhousewhileIjustrelax.

ThedooropeneditwasLuthandosneakingin.

Me:"Youknowyouarenotsupposetobehere"

hesmirked

Luu:"Ilovebreakingtherules"hesaidsittingon

theoppositecouch.

Me:"Isee"heexaminedmywholebodyIwas

wearingaseethroughnightdressitwasvery



short

Islowlypartmythighsexposingmyselftohim

heswallowed,myhandwerebothinmythighs.

Luu:"Don'tstop"hesaidwhileunbuttoninghis

collarbutton.

Itookoffmythongwehaven'tbreaktheeye

contact,Ithrewitathim hetookandsniffedit

whileclosinghiseyesIbecameredinan

instant.

HeopenedhiseyesIwasstilllookingathim

andIwasstartingtothinkthatthiswasa

staringcontest.

Iopenedmylegsevenfurtherforhim,Iplaced

eachlegonthearmrestofthecouchwhileI

leanedback.

Luu:"Touchyourself"hesaidstaringatmy

coochieintensely.

Islowlybrushedmyfingeragainstmyclitand



myotherhandwenttosqueezemyboobs

Luu:"Fuck!!"hegroanedasIgodeepinside

myselfwithmyfingersandsqueezingmy

boobs.

Mymoansdrovehim crazy,hekneeledinfront

ofmeandtookmyfingersthatwereinmy

coochieintohismouththenlickthem.

Idon'tknowifI'm apsychopathforfindingwhat

hejustdidsexyandsuchaturnon.

HepulledtoanedgeofthecouchthenIfelthis

fingerbrushingclitwhilekissingmyinner

thighs.

Ifelthislipsincontactwithmyfoldsandhis

tonguegoingthroughthem.

Histongueswirlinmyclitwhileheeatsmelike

Iwashislastmeal.

Me:"Mbasa!"Imoanedinpleasurewhile

pushinghisheadfurtherdeepinside.



Mymusclesstartedtotenseupwhenhis

fingersfindsitswaytomyholeswhilehis

tonguewerefocusedonmyclitIdon'tknow

howheismulti-taskingbutitisdrivingmeto

theedge.

Itfeltlikeallmybodynerveshadcongregated

inmyclit.

IcouldfeelmytoescurlingIcouldexploreat

anymoment.

Me:"MbasaI'm"withoutevenfinishingwhatI

wasabouttosayIexplodedalloverhisface,

thepeethatfeltlikealiquidhadmadeitsway

outofmybodylikeawaterfallandIwas

shakinguncontrollable.

Hebroughthisfaceuphiswasshiningandhe

wascoverinliquidalloverhisfaceevenhis

beard,thejuiceIwasreleasinghaven'tstopped

itwasstillpouringoutofme.

HelookedatmethensmirkedGodIwasso



embarrassed.

Luu:"Ilikethissideofyou"IturnedredIdon't

evenknowhowtorespondtothat"Iwilltake

careofthiswhereisthebathroom"

Me:"Wearedone"thatsmirkedcameback

again

Luu:"Wewillfinishthisinmyhousenothere",

hewalkedtothebathroom

Me:"ArggIhatehim"Imumbled

Luu:"IheardthatIloveyoutoobabe"IsighIstill

can'tbelievewhatjusthappened,didhejust

madesquirtjustlikethat?

Tshepocouldn'tevenmakemesquirtwithhis

dick.

IneedtocleanthemessIjustmade.

Heappearedfrom thebathroom Ilookedathis

dickprintthatwasshowingperfectlyitwastoo

hugeIcouldfeelmyclitvibratingIswallowed



whilepressingmythighstogether.

Luu:"Iwillkeepthis"hesaidputtingmythongin

hispocket

Me:"why"hewalkedclosetomeandIwasstill

sittinginthesameposition.

Luu:"Iloveyou"hesaidthatthengavemea

longkiss

Me:"Iloveyou"hewinkedatmethenwalkedout.

Istooduptheliquidgushedoutofmycoochie

anddrippingdownmylegs.

Me:"Whattheactualfuck?"Isaidquickly

walkingtothebathroom Ican'tbelievehedid

thistome.

Entle

ItwasintheafternoonwhenmeandZizipho

drovetothedoctorI'm gladthatsheisactually

doingthisforme.



Weweresittinginthewaitingroom,waitingfor

ourturntobecalledIwastappingmyfeetand

Ziziphowasholdingmyhanditwasalittlebit

calming.

Nurse:"EntleDlamini!"mynamewascalledout

westoodupandwentinside

Thedoctorwasafemalethatcalm medowna

littlebit

Iwasinstructedtogetontopofthebedforan

ultrasound.

Sheappliedacoldgelonme.

Dr:"Youaresevenweekspregnantthere'smuch

toseebuthereistheheartbeat"

Me:"Where?"

Dr:"Rightthere"shesaidpointingatthescreen

itwasjustasmalldotblimp.

Thesoundbecamemoreloudwhenshewas

movingthemonitoraround.



Zizipho:"That'soneloudheartbeat"shesaid

smiling.

Me:"Yeah,iseverythingokaywiththebaby"

Dr:"Youhavealcoholinyoursystem,thereare

lotofconsequencesforsuchyoucouldhave

miscarried"Ifeltmyheartsinktomystomach"I

willgiveyousomedicationandpleasestay

awayfrom alcoholbecauseyourbabycouldbe

braindamage"Iquicklynod.

Iwasgivensomemedicationandthelistofthe

thingstoeatsinceIdrunkyesterday.

Ipraythisdoesnotaffectmybabyinanyway.

WeboughtthethingsthenZiziphodrove

straighthome

Ihadtomeetupwiththeguywhois

responsibleforthispregnancy.

Idon'tknowhowheisgoingtotakethesenews

Iknowforhim thiswasabouthavingfun.



Hedoesn'tlovemeI'm justoneofhisgirls.

WhenIgottotherestauranthewasalready

there.

Ipulledthechairtositdownandhelooked

goodlikealways

Me:"HeyLorenzo"helookedatme

Lore:"Entle,howareyou?"Isight

Me:"I'm pregnantthat'showIam"helookedat

methenlaughed.

Lore:"StopshittingmeEntle"Itookoutthe

picturesfrom thescan

Me:"HereI'm pregnantLorenzo"heshookhis

headlookingatthepictures

Lore:"Idon'twantthisbaby,thiswassupposed

tobefunnotsomebabymakingsessions"

Me:"AndyouthinkIwantedtobepregnant?No

I'm notecstaticaboutthispregnancyeither"



Lore:"Thenterminateit"Ilookedathim in

disbelief

Me:"GotohellLorenzo"Isaidtakingmybagthe

tearswereblindingmyvisionasIwalkedout.

IgotanUberonmywayhomeIcouldn'tstop

crying.

Idon'tknowwhat'sworsethatIhavetotellmy

parentsthatI'm pregnantorthefactthat

Lorenzodoesn'twanttobepartofthisbaby's

life.

Insert35

Entle

Idon'tknowwhyam IcryingrightnowIshould

haveknownbetterthataguylikeLorenzowho

isnotintorelationshipwouldn'twantachildbut

IguessIhadexpectations.

AsmuchasIlovehim butIwon'tlethim dothat



tome.

WhenIgothomeIdidnotwantmyparentsto

seemecryinglikethissoIusedthebackdoor

intothehouse.

Itookmyclothesoffandtookalongbath.

MytearskeptflowingasIimaginethelookin

mymother'seyeswhenItellherI'm pregnant,

thedisappointmentandhurtinmyfather'sface.

Istayedinthebathtubuntilthewaterwascold.

Iputonmypyjamasandtookthescansofthis

babyinsidemefrom ahandbag.

Ilookatmystomachandlookedatthepictures

Ican'tbelievethere'sahumaninsidemeright

now.

Ishouldbehappylikemostwomenbewhen

theyfoundoutthattheyarepregnantbutI'm

nothappyIjustcan'tbehappyconsideringmy

situationIjustcan'tbeatall.



AknockcamethroughIquicklyhidethe

picturesundermypillowthenwipedmytears

andsatdown.

Me:"Comein"thedooropensmysisterwalksin

withatrayonherhand

Zipho:"Youwerecryingandthatmeansthings

didn'tgowell"Ishookmyhead

Me:"HesaidImustterminatethepregnancy"

sheputthetraydown.

Zipho:"Youarenotthinkingaboutdoingitare

you?"Iquicklyshookmyhead

Me:"Ofcoursenot,Imaynotbeecstaticabout

thispregnancybutIjustcan'tabortiteither

that'sagainstmymoralsandbeliefs"shenods

Zipho:"It'sokayIunderstand.Iknowyoulove

thisguybutyouhavetoputyourselffirst"

Me:"Iunderstandthatmeandhim arenotinthe

sameboatbutthisishischild,howcouldhetell



metokillhisownchild?"

Zipho:"Becausethat'sjustwhoheis.Youcan't

forcehim tobeinthisbaby'slifeifhedoesn't

wanttobe.Don'tbeatyourselfupforabastard

likehim heisnotworthit"Inodandwipedmy

tears.

Me:"Thankyouforbeinghere.Idon'tknowwhat

couldhavehappenedifyouwerenot"she

smiledandpulledmeinforahug

Zipho:"I'm herelilsis.Nowlet'sfeedyouthis

fruitsalad"

Me:"I'm notreallyhungry"sheraisedher

eyebrow"okayIwilleat"

Zipho:"Youhavetotellmom anddad,notthat

I'm puttingyouunderpressurebutthesooner

thebetter"Isigh

MyphonestartsringingitwasLorenzoI

canceledthecall.



Zipho:"Andthen?"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalktohim,heisnotworthit

angithi"shelaughedcausingmetosmile"Ilove

yousomuchsis"shestoppedlaughingand

lookedatme

Zipho:"Iloveyoutoobabysis"shesaid

emotionallythenkissedmyforehead.

Me:"I'm gladyouarehere"

Zipho:"YouwillmakemecryEntle,I'm gladyou

foundme.HowaboutIsleepheretonight?"I

smiled

Me:"Iwouldlovethat"shenodsandgotup

Zipho:"Letmegetmypj'sthen"Inodandshe

walkedout.

IhopeIwakeuptomorrowwiththecourageof

facingmyparentsasmuchasI'm scaredbut

theydeservetoknow.



Zizipho

LastnightIsleptinEntle'sroom wewatched

movies.

Itwassadseeinghercrylikethatanditis

officiallythatIdon'tlikethejerkthatgother

pregnant.

ShewassleepinginaweirdpositionIwonderif

shewasn'tinpain.

IwokeupandwashedmyfacesoIcouldlookit

somequestionnairesfrom myinterviewthat's

intwodaysfrom now.

AknockcamethroughIinstructedtheperson

tocomein.

Mom walkedandsighedwhenshesawme.

Me:"Heywhat'swrongmom?"sheshookher

head

Mom:"Youwerenotinyourroom soIpanicked"

Ismiled



Me:"I'm fineI'm sorryIdidn'ttellyouIwas

sleepinghere"

Mom:"Don'tbesilly,it'sgoodtoseethe

relationshipyouareformingwithyoursiblings"

shesaidcuppingmyfacethenkissedmy

forehead"Whyareyouawakesoearly?"

Me:"Iwasjustlookingatsomeofthese"Isaid

pointingatthescreenofmylaptop

Mom:"Wellbabyasmuchasyouhavetoget

everythingcorrectbutdon'tforgettoshowthe

realyouwhileanswering,don'timpressthem

toomuch"Ismiled

Me:"Thankyoufortheadvice"

Mom:"Youwillnailit"hereyeslandedonEntle

shefrowned"what'swrongwithher?"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Mom:"Entleonlysleepsinthatpositionwhen

sheissadorhurt"



Me:"Idon'tknowthen"IliedbecauseIwant

Entletobetheonetellingthem what'sgoingon

notme.

Mom:"Justsayyouwon'ttellme"Ichuckled

Me:"Well..."Ishruggedmyshoulders

Mom:"Gobacktosleep"shesaidthatthen

walkedout

Ididn'tgobacktosleepinsteadItookashower.

Entlewokeupanhourlatersherantothe

bathroom andthrewupIjustsigh.

Me:"Drinkthis"shetooktheglassanddrank.

Entle:"Thankyou"

Me:"Let'sgojointhefamily"shenodsandwe

wenttothediningroom tojointhefamily.

Dad:"Mytwoprincesses"hesaidassoonaswe

appeared.

Itwasmom,mybrotherandMpumi.



Itwasstrangethatshehaven'tcausedany

trouble.

Us:"Morning"wesatdownandstarteddigging

onourfoodoveralightconversation.

Mom:"Entleyouhavebeenquitethewholetime,

areyouokay?"shefakedasmileandnods

Entle:"I'm fine"Mpumichuckled.

Mpumi:"Areyousure?"shesaidwithasmirked

Me:"Entle"Isaidlookingather

Entle:"Dad...Mom..ThereissomethingIwant

totellyou"theybothlookedatherwithcuriosity

andIsqueezedherhandunderthetable.

Mom:"What'swrongEntle?"hereyeswellup

withtears

Entle:"I'm..I...I'm..."shewasshivering

Mpumi:"Sheispregnant"shesaidwithsomuch

pride.



Them:"What?"theshockintheirface,Entlejust

wheeped.

Mpumi:"Yesyourmightyprincessispregnant"I

shookmyheadindisbelief

Me:"What'swrongwithyou?"Iaskedlookingat

her.

Dad:"Entle!Isthistrue?"hewasfuming

Entle:"Itwasanhonestmistake"

Dad:"Amistake!"hebangedthetablemakingus

jump"Yougotoutofthishouse,wenttothat

boy'shouseandundressedeachother.You

openedyourlegswidelyforhim I'm sureand

youtellusthatwasanhonestmistake?!"

Mom:"Youarepregnant?Doyouknowwhatyou

justdidEntle?Thedisgraceyouaregoingto

be?"

Entle:"I'm sosorry"shewassobbing

Dad:"Youareaprincess,youshouldbean



exampletothegirlsbutyouchosetobea

disappointment.Ineedtogetoutofherebefore

IkillyouMbalentle"hewasstillsittingdown

Mom:"whoishe?"

Entle:"Lorenzo"

Dad:"Hedoesn'thaveasurname?!!"Ineversee

him soangryeitherthanthetimehebeat

Mpumi

Entle:"Radriguez"mom clappedherhandsonce

Mom:"Heiswhitetoo!"mydadjuststoodup

andleftthetableinfury.

Me:"WhatkindofpersonareyouMpumi?"

Mpumi:"Don'tyoudareinvolvemeinyour

problemsbecausemissholierthanthouis

pregnanthere"

Me:"NOyouaretheonewhoisinvolving

yourselfinourproblems.Weareyoursister

whydoesseeingusmiserablegivesyou



pleasure.I'm sureitgivesyoutheorgasm

Tshepodepriveyoufrom reaching"sheclicked

hertongue.

Mom:"Stopityoutwo.Wecan'tdealwithEntle

andyouatthesametime"

Me:"I'm sorrymom butmysisterisnota

disgracetoanyone.Yessheiswrongfor

gettingpregnant,youexpectedalotfrom heras

theprincessbutithappenedsheispregnant.I

knownoprincewillwanttomarryherbutwho

cares.Awoman'ssuccessisnotmeasuredby

beingmarried.IknowsheiswrongandI'm abit

disappointedonherbutEntlehasnochosen

princeforher,I'm certainyouguysweregoing

toarrangeaprincetomarryher,shewasgoing

tobeinalovelessmarriage.

Ifanythingshedidherselfafavorbygetting

pregnantmaybeshewillfoundsomeonewho

actuallydeservesher,whowillloveherandher

baby.I'm notdisrespectingyoumom andit's



withinyourrightstobemad,bedisappointedon

herbutdon'tuse"bazothiniabantu"syndrome

please"

Mom:"Ineedtogetoutofhere"shestoodup

andwalkedoutonus.

Mpumi:"Thatwasfun-ishtowatch"shesaid

withasmilethenwalkedoutIjustshookmy

head.

Mnqo:"Didyouseeadoctor?"thosearethefirst

wordshesaidsincethisissue

Entle:"Uh..Yes"henods

Mnqo:"CongratsIguess"hesaidthenwalked

outhewasalsodisappointed

Entle:"IdisappointedeveryoneZizipho,didyou

seehowmyparentslookedatmeandmy

brothertoo?"shesaidburyingherheadonher

hands

Me:"It'sokay"Isaidbrushingherback.



---------
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Entle

Ithasbeenexactlytwodayssincemyparents

foundoutaboutmypregnancy.

TheybarelytalktomebutIunderstandthem.

Ihavebeentheperfectdaughtergrowingup

unlikeMpumi.

Ihavealwaysbeentheobedientone,the

expectationweresohighandIdisappointedbut

Ziziphoissoamazingandsupportive.

IwasgoingtotheofficetodayIhadtwoclients

earlyinthemorning.



IcalledthefloristtodeliverflowerstoZizipho

sinceIwillbeleavingearlyforworktoday.

Ijustwanttowishhergoodluckshehasan

interviewaround10.

Lorenzohasbeenblowingmyphoneoffthe

hookandIdecidedtoignorehim.

I'm justnotabouttoentertainhim afterwhathe

saidandI'm sureheisjustcheckingifIwent

aheadandabortedmybaby.

Ipackedmystuffandleftmyroom Ibumped

intoMpumi

Ididn'tsayanythingtohernotafterwhatshe

did.

Mpumi:"Pregnancysuitsyou"shesaidwitha

smile

Me:"Iknow"Isaidgrabbinganappleand

existedthekitchen

"Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoingwithout



eatingbreakfastMbalentle"Ifrozeitwasmy

dad.

Me:"I..Iwillgrabbreakfastonmywaytowork"I

saidlookingdownIhaven'tbeenabletolook

him intheeyesafterwhathappened.

Dad:"ThereisfoodinthishouseEntle"Ididnot

wanttoarguewithhim anditmeantsomething

thathedidn'twantmetostarve

Me:"Iwilleat"Isatdownandoneofourmaids

dishedupforme.

Hesatoppositemeandweateinsilence.

Dad:"Howareyoufeeling?"Ichokedinmyfood

hequicklycametomeandhelpedmedrinkmy

juice,hewasbrushingmyback.

Idon'tknowwhyIfeltemotionallywhenhewas

doingthattome.

Dad:"Drinkmore"Idrankmoreofmyjuice

Me:"Thankyou"IsaidafterIfeltokayhewiped



mytearsIdidn'tevenrealizethatIwasslowly

tearingup.

Dad:"Princessthisishardforme,I'm so

disappointedinyouEntle,youshouldhave

knownbetter.Whathappenedtousing

protection?"IjustlookeddownIdon'tknow

howtoanswerthat"ButIloveyou,youaremy

childandthatbabyyouarecarryingismy

grandchild,Iwillhavetoacceptitbutgiveus

time"Iquicklynod

Me:"Iunderstanddad,thankyousomuch"Isaid

quicklyattackinghim withahug.

Dad:"Iloveyousomuch"hesaidkissingmy

forehead

Me:"Iloveyoutoodad"Ilethim goandfinished

upmybreakfast.

IleftforworkfeelingbetterandIwishmom will

beonboardlikedadbutIknowshewillbethat

womanlovesherchildren.



Igottomyofficeandsettledonmytable.

Ireadthecaseaboutthenewclientthatwillbe

comingonMonday.

ThedoorburstopenthelastpersonIwantedto

seecamein.

"Itriedstoppinghim mam"myassistantsaid

followingLorenzo.

Me:"It'sokaySisanda"shenodsandwalkedout

"MayIhelpyou?"

Lore:"Youhavebeenignoringmycalls"

Me:"TellmesomethingIdon'tknow"Isaid

settlingonmychairandlookedatthefileIwas

reading.

Lore:"Iwanttotalkaboutyourpregnancy.I

wanttoapologizeforwhatIsaidEntle,you

caughtmeoffguard"Ichuckled

Me:"Don'tworryaboutthepregnancy.Ialready

abortedlikeyouorderedmeto"



Lore:"Iknowthat'snottrue"hewasn'tsureof

himselfyoucouldhearinhisvoicethathe

couldn'tbelievewhathewassayinghimself.

Me:"LorenzoyoutoldmethatIshould

terminatethebabyandIdid.Shouldn'tyoube

happythatIdidwhatyouaskedmeto?"he

shookhishead

Lore:"I'm takingyoutoadoctor,Iknowyou

wouldn'tdosuchthing.IwaswrongandIhurt

youbywhatIsaidbutpleaseforgivemeI'm

sorry"

Me:"Iwantyoutoleavemyofficerightnow!"I

saidopeningthedoorforhim,helookedatme

indisbelief.

Lore:"I'm sorry"hewalkedoutIjustshookmy

head.

IfhethinkshecanjustsayIshouldgetridof

thisbabythenthinkhewilljustapologizethen

hehasanotherthingcoming.



Kopano

IhavebeenchillingwithMonica,meandher

havebeenfriendswithbenefitsforaboutayear

nowithasn'tbeenanythingexclusive.

Sheisverywildandloud,shegiveszerofucks

aboutanything.

Shelivesfortodaynotworryingaboutwhatthe

tomorrowmightbring.

Monica:"Kopano!!"shesaiddisturbingmefrom

mythoughts

Me:"Huh?!"shelookedatme

Monica:"Youdidn'thearathingIjustsaidto

you"

Me:"Whatwasitthatyousaid?"sheshookher

headindisbelief.

Monoca:"What'swrongwithyou?Youareacting

weirdlately"IsigheversinceIsleptwith



Mnqophiso,hehasbeeninvadingmymind.

Hisdeepstrokes,thewayheheldmyneck

firmlyorchokingme.

Thewayhespankedmyassandthewayhe

pulledmebymyhair,hisroughsexit'sjust

somethingthathasbeeninmymindlately

Monica:"YouaredoingitagainKopano.Okay

that'sitI'm leaving.Ican'thaveyouzoningout

onmeeverytime"shesaidpackingherthings

Me:"Mocomeon,I'm sorryit'sjustwork"

Monica:"AndshethinksI'm stupid"shewalked

outthenbangedthedoorIsigh.

Kuhle:"Andthenyourgirlfriendalmostpushed

medownthestairs.Whatwrongwithher"she

saidwalkingin

Me:"Wefought"shenods

Kuhle:"I'm goingtoachurchservicedoyou

wantcome,maybetheholyspiritwithhelpyou



withtheconfusionofyoursexuality"Ichuckled

Me:"Youthinkso?"shenods

Kuhle:"Yes"

Me:"Nah"shelaughedandgotinsideherroom.

Hepromisedtocallmebuthehasn'tthiswas

frustratingforme.

Zizipho

Iwokeupverynervousbecauseoftheinterview.

Ireceivedamessagefrom Luthandowishing

megoodluckandflowersfrom Entlewhichwas

reallyanicegesturefrom her.

IhavebeenworriedaboutherbutIthinksheis

takingourparentsreactionjustfineand

understandsthem.

Theinterviewtookplaceat10sharpandIwas

surprisedthatwhenLuthandomentionedhis



friendhewastalkingaboutamaninhisfiftiesI

thoughtitwasgoingtobeayoungfinemanin

hisage.

Ilefttheirboardroom reliefedbecauseIgot

everythingrightIbelievesoatleast.

IheardsomeonecallingmynameitwasMr

Zondohimself

MrZ:"MissDlamini"

Me:"MrZondo"hesmiledalittlebit

MrZ:"I'm gladIcaughtyou,Iwaswondering

whencanyoustartworkingwithus?"Ilookedat

him confused

Me:"What?"

MrZ:"Thejobisyours"

Me:"What?!!Ijustgotinterviewedafewminutes

agoandyouarealreadygivingmethisjob"he

shookhishead

MrZ:"Myboardmemberswereimpressedby



youandyounailedthisinterview"

Me:"UhThankyouMrZondobutwaitIhopeyou

arenotgivingmethisjobbecauseyouknow

thepersonwhorecommendedme"

Mr:"NoI'm givingyouthisjobbecauseyou

deserveit.Youwonthepositionfairandsquare.

Trustmeifyoudidn'tdeservethisjobIwouldn't

hireyouevenyouwereafamilymember.Idon't

mixbusinesswithpleasure

AndasforyouIhaveseenyouincourtand

havingyouinourteam wouldbeagoodvalue

asIbelieveinyouandtrustyou"Ilookedathim

indisbeliefforasecondIthoughtIwasn't

hearinghim right

Me:"ThankyousomuchMrZondoIpromise

youwon'tregretthis"Ineverfeltsoexcited

MrZ:"SeeyouonMonday"Iquicklynodmyhead

hewalkedaway
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Zizipho

IwassuperexcitedaftergettingthejobandI

willforeverbegratefultoLuthandoforpulling

thestringsforme.

Ileftthefirm tomeetupwithLuthando,hehas

beencomplainingthathedoesn'tseemuchof

methesedaysbuthesawmetwodaysago.

Ihaven'ttoldhim thegoodnewsyetandIknow

heisgoingtobehappyforme.

Ican'twaittotellmyparentsandsiblingsthis

willdefinitelychangemylife.



IjustwishJuniorwasheretowitnesshermom

sohappyIcouldgivemylastbreathjusttohold

him onelasttimebutIcan'tchangewhathad

happenedIknowheissurelylookingdownon

meandsoproudofme.

Hewantedmetolivemylifeandbehappy

that'swhatIwilldo.

IgottotherestaurantandLuuwasinhisoffice

Assoonashiseyeslandedonmehesmiled

andstoodup.

Me:"Hey"Isaidhugginghim

Luu:"Hey.GodImissedyousomuchitsbeen

ages"hesaidsniffingmeandholdingmetight,

heisbeingababyrightnow.

Me:"Imissedyoutoobabe"helet'smegoand

wesatdown.

Luu:"Youlookbeautiful"hesaidlookingatme.

Me:"Thankyouandyoulookhandsome



yourself"hesmiled.

Luu:"Sohowdideverythingitgo?"

Me:"Well...I'm backtothefieldagain"Isaid

smilingIcouldn'thidemyexcitement.

Luu:"I'm soproudofyou,youdeserveallthis

happinessandmore"hesaidhuggingme

Me:"ThankyousomuchLuuIwouldn'thavegot

thisopportunityifitwasn'tforyou"heshookhis

headandcuppedmyface

Luu:"NOSweetheart,yougotthatjobbecause

youdeserveditandtheyknowyouaregoodat

whatyoudo.It'sallbecauseofyounotme"he

kissedmyforehead

Me:"Ireallycan'twaittostartworkingagain"

Luu:"Igotyousomething"Ilookedathim he

stoodupandwenttoopenadrawerthentooka

box.

Me:"Whatisthis?"Iaskedashehandedmethe



box

Luu:"Openit"Ismiledandopenthebox

Me:"OhmyGodLuu,thisisbeautiful"itwasa

diamondsilvernecklaceandearringstheywere

stunning

Luu:"Youlikeit"

Me:"Areyoukiddingme?Iloveit.OhmyGod"

Luu:"Let'sputiton"hesaidhelpingmeputiton

"Thisfitsyouperfectly"itreallydidIlovedit

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Luu:"Justdoonething,don'ttakeitoff"Iquickly

nod

Me:"Ipromise"

Luu:"Thankyou"Tonybroughtusfoodwe

starteddigginginandhisphonerang.

Heansweredit,theyweretalkingabout

business.



Luu:"I'm sorryaboutthat,thatwasoneofthe

potentialbuyers,I'm sellingtheboutique"

Me:"What?Why?"helookedatme

Luu:"Ihavenoonetorunitanymoreandit'snot

thetypeofbusinessI'm into"Ishookmyhead

Me:"ThengiveittoMel'ssister"

Luu:"What?!"

Me:"YouboughtthatboutiqueforMelissa,it

washersnotyours.Andfrom whatIheard

Melissalovedhersistersomuch.Don'tyou

thinkit'sfairthatyougiveittoherthanselling

it"helookedatmelikehewasthinkingabout

something.

Luu:"YouhaveaheartmadeofgoldZizipho,I'm

soluckytohaveyou"

Me:"WellIdon'tknowaboutthat"Isaidsmiling

Luu:"TellyouwhatIwillcontacthersisterIjust

hopeherparentswon'tleechher"



Me:"Thankyoufordoingthat"hekissedme

Luu:"NOthankyoubabe"

Ispendthewholeafternoonwithhim before

goinghome.

Entle

AfterattendingmysecondclientIwantedto

leavetheofficeforawhilejusttogetoutofthat

depressingenvironment.

Somecaseswitharejusttoomuchforusto

professionals.

IdroveoutoftheofficetoanearbyMcDonald's.

IsatdownandorderedtheBigMacIhavebeen

cravingthewholeday.

Iwasabouttoleavewhenhesettledonthe

chairnexttome.

Me:"Areyoufollowingme?"hesigh



Lore:"Ijustwantyoutolistentome"

Me:"WhyshouldILorenzo?"helookedatme

Lore:"IjustwanttoapologizeEntle.I

understandthatyouarehurtbymyreactionI

justgotscaredokay.I'm notevenreadyto

settledownandnowdroppingabombabouta

babyscaredme"

Me:"AndyouthinkIwasn'tscaredwhenIfound

out.Idon'tbelieveashityouaresayingright

nowandwhythesuddenchangeofheart.What

ifthisisallanact,youarejusttryingtotrickme

justsoyoucouldpoisonmeorsomethingjust

togetridofthisbaby"heswallowedashiseyes

poppedout

Lore:"YouthinkI'm capableofsuch?"youcould

hearthehurtinhisvoicebutIdidn'tcare

becausehehurtmetoo

Me:"Iwouldn'tputitpassyou,youtoldmeto

getridofthisbabyandnowyousuddenlywant



tobeinvolved"henods

Lore:"IunderstandIwillgiveyouthespaceyou

need,thelastthingIwantisforyoutolosethe

babybecauseI'm stressingyouout"

Me:"Iwouldappreciatethat"

Lore:"Iwillleavenow,takecareofyourselfand

him"hestoodandwalkedout.

Him?Sohethinksit'saboyIwatchedhim

Me:"Lorenzo!"Iyelledathim heturnedaround

Me:"Ineedmoneyformysecondmeal"he

lookedatmeinawe"What?"

Lore:"Uhnothing"hetookouthiswalletand

gavemeR500"Isthatokay?"Itookthemoney

Me:"Bye"Isaidwalkingaway.

NotthatIdidn'thavemoneybutit'snothing

comparedtowhathedid.

Igotinsidemycarsomeoneknockedonmy



windowitwashim

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Lore:"Youaredrivingyourself?"Ilookedathim

weirdly

Me:"Yes"

Lore:"Ithoughtpregn--"Icuthim off

Me:"Don'tworryaboutit.ByeLorenzo"Idrove

off.

IgothomesotiredI'm justsevenweeks

pregnantandIgettiredouteasilythisisgoing

tobealongpregnancy.

Mnqo:"Youlookdogtired"Ismiled

Me:"Longdaybruh"

Mnqo:"WellIknowthose.Howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"EitherthanmorningsicknessI'm fine"he

nods"IsZiziphobackyet?"

Mnqo:"NOshewillbebacklateron,shewentto



ManziniKingdom"Inod

Me:"Wenawhereareyougoing?"

Mnqo:"SomewhereIwillseeyoulater"Ijust

hopeheisnotgoingtoseeKopano.

Mnqophisoisafuturekinghehasachosen

wifeforhim andifoneofthem catchfeelingsit

won'tendwell.

Igottomyroom thentookashower.

Iwasreadinganovelwhenmymom camein.

Mom:"IthoughtIshouldbringsomeofthese"it

wassomepills"Theyhelpwithmorning

sickness"

Me:"Thankyoumom"shesmiledandsatnext

tome

Mom:"I'm sorry"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Mom don't,youactedlikeanyparent

would"sheshookherhead



Mom:"Ishouldn'thavesaidsuchwords.That

waswrongofme.Ijustwantwhat'sbestfor

youEntleandfoundingoutthatyouwere

pregnantwasjusthardforme.Youarejust24

yearsold,youarestillmylittlegirl"

Me:"Iknowmom andI'm sorrythatI

disappointedyou.Ididn'twanttogetpregnant

butmybabyisalreadyhereandthereisnothing

Icando"

Mom:"Sohowlongareyou?"

Me:"Twomonths"shesmiledandheldmy

hands

Mom:"Wewillsupportyou,Ican'tbelievethat

I'm goingtobeagrandparentbecauseofyou.I

exceptedyourbrothertobetheonebringing

babiesfirst"Ilaughedshehuggedme

AsmuchastheywereangryIknewthey

couldn'tbemadatmeforever.

NowIcanhaveasmoothpregnancywithmy



wholefamilysupportingme.

AsforLorenzoIdon'tknowit'sbestifhestays

awayfrom mebecauseIstilldon'ttrusthim and

hecan'tblameme.

Kopano

Mnqophisofinallycalledyesterday,apparently

hehasbeenbusywithwork.

MonicawasstillnottalkingtomeItriedcalling

herbutsheisn'tpickingup,sheisn'tanswering

mytexts.

Mnqophisowascomingovertodayanditwould

goodtojustchillwithhim.

AlthoughIwasneverbecauselasttimeIwas

drankthistimeI'm sobersoit'snotthesame.

AknockcamethroughandIopenedthedoor.

Hismelaninskinsuitshim,hehadabottleof

wineinhishandandaplastic



Me:"Heycomein"henodsandcamein

Mnqo:"Niceplaceyougothere"

Me:"Thankyou"

Mnqo:"Areyouokay,youlooknervous"Icleared

mythroat

Me:"NOI'm not"hesettledonthecouch

Mnqo:"Boughtsometakeaways"hewas

gettingcomfortablethatwasareliefforme.

Me:"Thankyou"Isatnexttohim,heputshis

arm aroundmyshoulders.

Mnqo:"Relax"hesaidbitingmyearthatsent

shiversdownmyspine.

Hishandwasmovingupanddownmythigh

untilitreachedmycoochie.

Mnqo:"Areyouokay?"Inodholdingmybreath

"wordsKopano"

Me:"YeahI'm okay"hislipscameincontactwith



myneckandhebitesitwhilehisotherhand

movetomyneckandsqueezedittight.

Hisfingerwasmovingincirclesonmyclit.

Hepulledmetositontopofhim andourlips

kissedIcouldn'thelpbutgrindonhim Icould

feelhisdickgettingharderandharderagainst

hispants.

HerippedmyunderwearoffIwasshocked.

HeflippedusoverIwasunderhim.

HetookoffmyclothesIwasleftnakedandhe

tookoffhis.

IcouldfeelthatIwassoakingwetdownthere

andheputhiscondom on.

Thenhestartedrubbinghimselfagainstmyclit

thatalonedrovemecrazy.

HehithisdickagainstmyclitImoanedloudly

I'm surethatthewholecomplexheardme.

Hecontinuedhittinghisdickonmeandrubbing



hisfingersonmycoochieIarchedmyback.

Icouldfeelawaveoforgasm hittingmebuthe

stopped.

Hepositionedhim thenheinsertedhimselfhe

pushedaboutfourtimesforhim tobefullyin,

hegroaned.

Mnqo:"Youaretight"hepushedalittlebitmore

furtherandstartedslowlymovinginandoutof

me.

Hishandwasgrabbingsotightonmyass

squeezingit.

Wemadeeyecontacthisslowdeepstrokes

hadthebestofme

Mnqo:"Don'tfallforme"hesaidthatthenhitit

hardIcouldliterallyfeelhim hittingagainstmy

womb,hishandwassqueezingmybuttwayto

tight.

Iexplodedbeforehim hefollowedsuit.



--------
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Bonus

Zizipho

MeandLuulosttrackoftimeIwasreally

enjoyingbeingwithhim.

Hebringsthebestoutofme,weendedup

goingforshoppingIneededtoupgrademy

wardrobesinceIwillbegoingbacktowork.

Ididn'tknowwhattochooseheendedup

takingmetoMel'sboutiqueIdidn'tlikethe

staresweweregetting.



Buthonestlytherewasnothingtheycoulddoor

say.

MeandLuthandodidn'tchoosetobetogether,

wearedisrespectinganyone,fatebroughtus

together.

SopeoplewhoknewMelissaarestillgoingto

givemenastystaresnotknowingtherealityof

ourthisrelationshipbutwearenotgoingto

explainourselvestoanyone.

Luu:"Doyouwanttoleave?"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Theclothesarebeautifulhere"Isaid

pickingafewblazerswiththeirpants.

Luu:"Snecanyouhelpherwithfitting"shenods

andaskedmetofollowher.

ThegirlkeptgivingmenastystaresIdidn't

mindher.

Sne:"Hewillneverloveyoulikesheloved

Melissa,themanjustlosthiswifeandyouare



alreadyputtingyourclawsonhim"Ismiled

lookingathercluelessself.

Me:"Andthatbothersyoubecause?"

Sne:"Iwasjustgivingyouheadsup"

Me:"Wellthankyoumissknow-it-all"sheclicked

hertongueandleftmeIjustshookmyhead.

WhenIgotoutofthefittingroom shewas

sayingsomethingtoLuu.

Me:"I'm doneandI'm takingallofthese"

LuthandotookouthiscardbutIstoppedhim

Me:"Iwillpay"IjustwantedtoshowthisgirlI

canpayformyself.

ShelookedatmeasIpressedmypinIbetshe

washopingthatmycarddeclinesbutitdidn't.

Me:"ThankyouSne,seeyouaround"Isaidthat

aswewalkedout.

Luu:"Andthen"Ilaughed



Me:"Shehastolearnhowtomindherown

businessandIneedmymoneymister"he

laughed

Luu'"ButyourefusedwhenIofferedtopay"

Me:"Itwasjusttogetunderherskin"he

chuckled.

Luu:"Iwillpayyouthen"wegotinsidethecar

andhedrovemehome.

Luu:"HowaboutItakeyououttomorrowlike

havedinner"

Me:"Likegoonadate"henods

Luu:"Yeslikegoonadate"

Me:"Iwouldlovethat"Isaidpeckinghislip

Luu:"IwillseeyoutomorrowthenandIwillsend

allthedetailsinthemorning"Inodweshareda

kiss

Me:"Iloveyou"



Luu:"Iloveyou"Igotoutofthecarhewatched

megotinsidethendroveoff.

Everyonewasalreadysittingondiningroom

gettingreadytoeat.

Iquicklywenttoputmyclothesthenwentto

jointhefamily.

Me:"Family"Isaidgreetingthem

Dad:"Thatwasonelonginterview"welaughed

Mom:"Howdiditgobaby?"

Mpumi:"I'm suretheywon'tevencallherback"

oneofthesedaysIwillbeatherupsohelpme

Lord

Me:"ThisisgettingoldNompumeleloplease

growupandmyinterviewwentsowell"

Dad:"That'sgoodbabyIhopetheycallyouback

soon"

Me:"ThereisnoneedforthatbecauseIalready

gotthejobandI'm startingMonday"Entle



jumpedonmescreaming

Mom:"Areyouserious?"shesaidsmilingInod

Dad:"I'm soproudofyoumybaby"theyhugged

me.

Mnqo:"Ican'twaittoattendyourfirstcase"he

saidsqueezingmycheeksandhuggedmeIjust

laughed.

Thedevilwasjustannoyedbythislittlehypered

momentbutIcouldcarelessbecausemy

parentsarehappyformeandmysiblingsare

overthemoon.

Mom:"Thiscallsforacelebration"sheordered

Sindiourmaidtocomewithchampagne.

Dad:"Ifyoucouldjustcleanseyourheart

Nompumeleloandbelikeyoursiblings.Look

howtheysupporteachotherandcelebrate

eachother'ssuccesses"

Mpumi:"Iwon'tplayhappyfamilywiththem"



Dad:"Thenifyouarenotfamily,youarenot

supposedtobehere"shelookedathim

shocked

Mpumi:"Dad?Areyoukickingmeout?"shesaid

indisbelief

Dad:"IhaditwithyouNompumelelo,it'sabout

timeyouleavethispalace.Ihavebeenpatient

withyouthinkingthatyouwouldchangebutno

insteadyougetworseeveryday.Youare

becomingmoreenvious.Wecan'tstaywith

snakethatmightbiteusintheend"shequickly

stoodup

Mpumi:"Youwillregretthis!"shewalkedout

Mom:"Buttercupareyousureaboutthis?Sheis

yourchild"

Dad:"Yessheismychildbutshedoesn'twant

tobemychild.Soshemustgo,nowlet'sforget

aboutherandcelebrateourprincessmoment"



Kopano

Iknowexactlywhathemeantwhenhesaidhe

doesn'twantmetofallforhim.

What'sgoingonbetweenusit'sjustano

stringsattachedrelationshipnothingmore.

Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithmeevenafter

whathesaidthatIcan'thelpbutthinkofhim

thewholeday.

Idream abouthim touchingmeIevenwakeup

wetfrom allthedreamsitisgettingoutof

control,hissexissoaddictive.

Idon'tevenwantMonicatocomebackwhen

thingsarelikesthis.

ShewashurtbythewayIwasactingandnow

I'm evenworseshewillbemorehurt.

Ijusthopeshestaysawayfornowtosaveme

thetroubleoflyingtoher.

"Kopano!"Kuhleyelledatme



Me:"OhmyGod"Iwaspouringaglassofjuices

itwasoverfloatingthejuicewasalloverthe

floor

Kuhle:"Whatswrongwithyou?"shesaidtaking

amopthenwipedthefloor.

Me:"It'snothing"sheshookherhead

Kuhle:"Itcan'tbenothingKopano,youwere

distractedandoneofthesedaysyouwillburn

ourflat.Ithastobesomething"Isighthenwent

tositdownshejoinedme

Kuhle:"Nowspititout.What'swrongwithyou?"

Iknowsheisn'tgoingtogiveupuntilshedigs

thetruthoutofme.

Me:"It'sMnqophiso"shelookedatme

Kuhle:"Thisshouldbeinteresting"Isigh

Me:"Idon'tknowhowIfeelabouthim"

Kuhle:"Howdoeshefeelaboutyou?"

Me:"Hetoldmenottofallforhim"shechuckled



Kuhle:"Sothisguyliterallytoldyouthathe

doesn'tseeafuturewithyoubutyouarestill

busyquestioningyourselfabouthowyoufeel

abouthim"Ilookedatherconfused

Me:"Hedidn'tsaythat"shechuckledandlooked

atme

Kuhle:"Youarejustafuckbuddytohim Kopano

andhetoldyoutonotfallforhim butitseems

likeyouaredoingtheopposite"

Me:"I'm notfallingforhim"Am I?

Kuhle:"Keeplyingtoyourself,endthisbeforeit

endsintears.Don'tsetyourselfupfora

hearrbreakwalkawayitsstillearly"Iburiedmy

headinmyhands.

Entle

Iwokeuptoanotherdayoflotsofworktodo

andIwasfeelingnauseousIdrankthepillsthat



mymom gaveme.

Mybrotherwalkedinthekitchenandlookedat

me

Mnqo:"Iseemom gaveyouthepills"

Me:"Youaretheonewhogaveher"henods

Mnqo:"Yestheydohelpwithmorningsickness"

hecanbesuchadoctorwebarelygetsickwith

him around

Me:"Thankyoubruhyoudon'thowmuch

troubleyoujustsavedmefrom"helaughed

Mnqo:"Igotyouandmyniece"sohethinksit's

agirl

Me:"IwillseeyoulaterI'm runninglate"I

grabbedmycarkeys

Mom:"NOyoungladyyouarenotdriving

yourselfanymorethedriveriswaitingforyou

outside"

Me:"What?Butmom"sheshruggedher



shoulders

Mom:"Itsnotupfordiscussion,Iloveyou"I

groanedandwalkedaway"IsaidIloveyou

Mbalentle"Ismiled

Me:"Iloveyoutoomom"

Indeedthedriverwaswaitingforme.

IgottomybuildassoonasSisandamy

assistantsawmesherushedtome

Sisa:"Thecoloredguyisyourofficeagain"

Me:"Nexttimecallthesecurityonhim"she

nods"Andgoodmorning"

Sisa:"Morning"shesaidsmilingIwalkedtomy

officehewassittingonmychair

Me:"IthinkIwillfilearestrainingorderagainst

youLorenzo"

Lore:"Ijustbroughtyoubreakfast"Iraisedmy

eyebrow"It'ssealedbutIcaneatwithyouifyou

thinkI'm tryingtopoisonyou"



Me:"Whathappenedtoyougivingmespace?"

hesigh

Lore:"Ijustwanttobeinmybaby'slifeplease

justmeetmehalfway"

Me:"Thenstopactinglikeastalkeror

something"

Lore:"Ifyoudidn'tblockmeIwouldn'tbeacting

likeone"

Me:"Andwhosefaultisthat?"hesigh

Lore:"I'm sorryEntle.Ijustwantanotherchance

withyou.Idon'twantmychildtoberaisedbya

singleparent"thisrightherecaughtmeby

surprise

Me:"What?"

Lore:"Iwantustobeexclusive"Ichuckled

Me:"Idon'tdatemenwithkids"heraisedhis

eyebrowinconfusion.

Lore:"What?"



Me:"Youheardme"

Lore:"ButIdon'thavekids"Igasped

Me:"Whataboutthisone?"Isaidpointingmy

belly

Lore:"That'sgoingtobeourbaby,whatthe

hell?"

Me:"Stilldoesn'tchangethefactthatyouarea

fatherandIdon'tdatemenwithkids"hestood

theredumbfounded

Lore:"WTF?"

-----

Goodnightmypeopledon'tforgetmy1kand
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Luthando



Haveyoueverfeltthatyouhavefinallyfound

thepiecethatwasmissingtofillyouup.

ThatsexactlyhowIfeelwhenitcomesto

Zizipho,shebroughthappinessandlightinmy

life.

Shedoesn'thavetodomuchformetoloveher

Ilovehersimplicity.

Idon'teverwanttochangethewomansheis,I

justloveherthewaysheis.

TodayIwasmeetingwithMichellewhoisMel's

sisterandthenlatermeetmybabyfordinner.

MyparentssupportedwhatZiziphosaidabout

givingtheboutiquetoMichelle.

Theycouldn'tstoptellingmeabouthowluckyI

am tohavesomeonelikeher.

Mbuso:"Don'tdrinkanythingoreatanythingthat

sheoffers"hesaidIgaspedinshockhe

laughed



Me:"Areyouserious?Didyouseesomething?"

heburstoutoflaughter.

Mbuso:"No...Imeanherfamilywantedyouto

marryhernotsolongago,whoknowswhat

theymightsendhertofeedyou"

Me:"Youfreakingoutman.Andwearemeeting

atarestaurant"Ididn'tunderstandwhyhe

founditfunnythatIwasfreakedoutbywhathe

said

Mbuso:"Youshouldseeyourfacerightnow"he

saidlaughing

Me:"Youaresuchaprickyazi!"helaughedand

walkedout.

Itookmycarkeysandwenttomeetupwithher.

Shearrivedafewminutesaftermeandsat

down

Michelle:"Hey"sheisyoungerthanMelissa

Me:"HeyhowareyouMichelle?"



Michelle:"I'm goodhowareyou?"

Me:"I'm okay,Iwillcuttothechasesoasyou

knowthatyoursisterownedaboutiqueand

nowthatsheisnomore.Theboutiquewillneed

someonetorun"shelookedatmeinconfusion

"someonerecommendedyouandIthoughtwhy

not?"

Michelle:"Youareserious?"Inod"OhMyGod,

Luuthankyousomuch"shesaidtryingtohug

mebutIstoppedher

Me:"I'm sorrymyarm iskindaofpainfulnothing

personal"IliedwhatMbusosaidmademe

paranoidsonoonecanblame

Michelle:It'sokayIpromiseIwon'tdisappoint

you"

Me:"Theboutiquewillbeunderyournameso

don'tworryyoudon'thavetopromiseanything

tome"

Michelle:"OhIsee.Thankyouagain"Inodand



handedherthepapersshesigned.

Me:"That'salltheboutiqueisofficiallyandit

wasniceseeingyou"Isaidpackingmythings

Michelle:"Likewise"Isettledthebillforherto

orderanythingshewants.

IjusthopetheJohnsonswillbeoutofmyhair

afterthis.

Now Ihaveadatetolookforwardto.

Kopano

IdecidedtocallMonicawiththehopesthatshe

willanswermycallsbutshedidn't.

IsighandtookashowerIwillbeworkinga

nightshiftbeinganurseisexhausting.

GoodthingisIdon'tworkinthesamehospital

withMnqophiso.

Ihavetoendthingswithhim,Itextedhim that



wehavetotalkhetoldmetomeethim atsome

hotel.

Ihonestlydidn'tliketheideaofmeetinghim in

ahotelbutIhadto.

IcouldhaveendedthingsoverthephonebutI

can'tdothathewon'ttakemeseriousatall.

Idressedupinaboyishwayanddrovetothe

locationhesentmetomeethim.

Itwasactuallyanicefancyhotel.

Iwasshowedtheroom hewasinandwhenI

gotthereItextedhim toopenup.

Heopenedformeandlookedatmethen

chuckled.

Mnqo:"Youlook...Good"

Me:"Thankyou"Isaidwalkingin

Mnqo:"Needadrink?"Inodhepouredmea

glassofwine.



Irealizedthatheisawinelover,hehandedme

theglassIgulpeditdownIwasnervous

Mnqo:"Ohhkaywhatsupwithyou?"Hesaid

lookingatmeIclearedmythroat

Me:"Uh..Ithinkit'sbestifwestoporend

whateverthatwasgoingonbetweenus"

Mnqo:"Reason?"hesaidthatandsippedonhis

glassofwinelookingatme

Me:"Becauselikeitornotoneofuswillcatch

feelingstheywillgethurtbecausetheother

personwon'tbeonthesameboat"helookedat

methenwalkedtothewindowandstoodthere,

hewatchedthewaveswithoutsayinganything

Mnqo:"Wellthatpersonisn'tme.Idon'tcatch

feelingsandmyintentionswithyouwereclear"

hesaidnotevenlookingatme

Me:"WellifyousaysothenI'm theonewhois

goingtocatchfeelingsandIwon'tsetup

myselfforaheartbreak"heturnedandlooked



atme

Mnqo:"Wellifyouareprotectingyourfeelings

thatokayIunderstand"

Me:"That'sallIwantedtosay"henodsIknew

thatthismeantlittletohim butI'm hurtthathe

doesn'tevencarethatIjustendedthingswith

him.

Istoodupandwentforadoorbutitwaslocked

Me:"Canyouopenup?"helookedatme

Mnqo:"Youarehurtain'tyou?"

Me:"NOI'm nothurtMnqophiso,meandyou

werefuckingthat'sall"hechuckledandwalked

closetome

Mnqo:"Ohreally?"hesaidhewaswaytooclose

tomeIcouldn'tmoveIwasrestrictedbythe

door.

Me:"Justopenthedoor"Ididn'tlikethathewas

crowdingme



Mnqo:"Thekeyisoverthere"hesaidwithhis

eyeslookingstraighttomineandhisfinger

pointingatthetable.

HisopenedmyzipupIwaswearingatracksuit

andsportbraunderneath

Wewerelookingateachother,hemovedhis

handaroundmybellybutton.

Hetookoffmyjacketthenuntiedmyshoe

lacesthentookoffmyshoes.

Mnqo:"Youwantthistoend?"hesaidpinching

mynipplesIclosedmyeyesitwaspainfulbut

pleasantatthesametime.

Hemovedhishandtomytrackpantsand

removedthem.

Iwasallleftwithmyunderwearandsportbra.

HetookmyhandandledmetobedIwantedto

tellhim tostopbutmybodywasoverpowering

mymind,itwasrespondingtohistouch.



Mnqo:"Iwantyoutoliedownandplaywith

yourself"Ilookedathim shocked

Me:"What?"hetookoutadildomyeyespopped

out

Mnqo:"Iwon'tbeforcingyoutodoanythingyou

don'twant.Youcanleaveifyouwanttoorget

ontopofthebed"Ilookedatme.

Igotontopofthebedandlieddown.

HetookoffmybraandundiesIwasleftnaked,

hetookoffhist-shirthewasleftwithhistrack

pants

HeturnedonthedildoitvibratedI'm usedto

thisbutnomanhaseveruseditonme.

HeranitagainstmyribcageIjumpedalittlebit

Mnqo:"Holdstill"hesaidwithhishandholding

mywaistdown.

Hestartedmovingitagaintobothnipplesin

circlestheyweregettinghard.



Hemoveditallthewayfrom inbetweenmy

nipplesallthewaydowntomycoochieIarched

mybackgrabbingontothesheetstightIcould

holdstillitwaselectrifying.

Heopenedmylegswiderandrubbeditagainst

myclit.

ImoanedlouderImuffledmymoanswithmy

handbecausetheyweregettinglouder.

Myhandmovedtomybreastandsqueezedit.

Mnqo:"Goodgirl"hegroanedasmyjuices

startedflowingoutofmycoochie.

Hethrewthedildoonthefloorhetookand

pulledmelegstohisshoulders.

Hewentinwithhistongueandlickedmeclean.

Hepulledhispantsdownandflippedover.

Iwaslyingonmystomach,itwaschestdown

andassintheair.

Hefilledmyvaginaupandpressedmywaist



downmorewithhisonehandandtheother

pulledmyhairtowardshim.

Hestartedmovingandhittingithardtoapoint

thatasquirtedalloverthebed.

HecontinuedhittinguntilIcouldfeelmylegs

thenheexploded,hegroanedandmovedaside

tocatchhisbreath

Mnqo:"Let'sgetyoucleanedup"hekissedmy

foreheadbeforepickingmeupintoabridal

styleIcouldn'tfeelmylegs.

Iwassupposedtobeendingthingswithhim

notendupherenotfeelingmylegs.

Zizipho

IwaswithEntlehelpingmeprepareformy

dinnerwithLuthandoandshewastellingme

aboutwhathappenedwithLerenzoIcouldn't

helpbutlaughhowcouldshetellstheguythat



shedoesn'tdatemanwhohaskidswhilesheis

theonehavinghisbabyitdidnotmakesense

anditwashilariousIfeelsorryforthepoorguy

buthekindadeservesit.

Entle:"Don'tforgettoshave"Ilaughedather

Me:"It'sjustdinnerEntle"

Entle:"Youmayneverknowwhatmighthappen

andwearthisrednumber"shesaidplacingmy

matchingundergarmentsnexttomyblacksilky

shortdresswhichhadsmallstripes.

Me:"Ifeellikethisdressistoosexy"

Entle:"NOthisdressisjustfine.Andbesidesit

willmakeithardforhim totakehiseyesoffyou.

Nowtakeashowerwejusthavetwohours"

ItookashowerandendedupshavinglikeEntle

saidweneverknowwhatmighthappen.

ShehelpedmestyledmyAfroandbraideda

longponytailIlovedthelook.



Entle:"Ineedtogetpicturesofthislookandyou

girlit'sabouttimeyougobacktoInstagram"

SheisextrabutIfeltbeautifulthismoment

deservetobecaptured.

WewentouttotakepicturesbeforeLuuarrived.

Hearrivedafewminuteslaterhewasneat.

Hehadgreyvintagepants,awhiteshirtthathe

didn'tfullybuttonandablackblazerthen

toppedtheoutfitwithawhiteairforceandwhite

socks.

Entle:"Damnheisclean.Itoldyouyouwerenot

toosexy,helookslikethetypethatpinsyou

againstthewall"shesnugglemewithherelbow.

Luu:"Youlookbeautiful"hesaidlookingatme

Me:"Thankyou.Youlookgoodtoo"

Luu:"Readytogo?"

Entle:"Notwithouttakingpicturesfirst"Irolled

myeyes



Luu:"Ofcourse"

WetookmorepicturesthanexpectedIdidn't

knowLuthandowassophotogenic.

Weleftaftertakingpicturestheywerebeautiful

Idon'twanttolie,theycouldmakeamagazine

cover.

Wedrovetotheplacehewastakingwithsoft

musicandlightconversations.

Weparkedourcarandhechuckled

Me:"What?"

Luu:"Lookatthat"Ilookedwherehewas

lookingitwasKopanoandmybrother.

Me:"TheyareseriouslysleepingtogetherI

thoughtitwasaonceoffthing"

Luu:"WellIfeelsorryformycousin"Ilookedat

him

Me:"Why?"



Luu:"Nothing,let'sgoandmindourbusiness"

heopenedthedoorformeIlookedatthoseI

justshookmyhead.

Hetookmyhandandwewentinthishotel.

Ithadarestaurantandbaritwasbeautiful.

Wewalkedinandwasshowedourtable.

Me:"Thisplaceisbeautiful"Ilikedthefactthat

itwasnearabeach.

Luu:"I'm gladyoulikeit,IbookedforanightI

hopeyoudon'tmind"hedidn'ttellmethat

Me:"ButIdidn'tbringanything"

Luu:"That'ssorted"Inod

Me:"OkayIhavetocallhome"

Luu:"That'ssortedtoo"Ilaughed.

Me:"Youaresosneaky.Iwouldlovetospenda

nightherewithyou"Idon'twanttolieIwas

nervousbecauseitwouldbeafirsttimeto



spendawholenighttogetherinonebed.

OurfoodcamethisiswhatIneeded

Luu:"Youknowstayingawayfrom youit'sso

hard"

Me:"Iknowitishardformetoo"hesmiled

Luu:"SoIwasthinkinghowaboutwemovedin

togetherIknowyoumaysayit'stoosoonbut

babewewilllearnstuffeachotherwhenwelive

together"

Me:"ButmyparentsjustfoundmeIdon'twant

tobreaktheirheartsandleave"

Luu:"Iunderstandmylovebutwecanvisitthem

onweekendsandwecanspendholidayswith

them"Ikeptquietforawhile.

Me:"Okaythenwhencanwemoveintogether"

Luu:"Let'sfoundahousefirstbecauseIdon't

wantustoliveinmyoldhouse"Inod

Me:"Okaythenwewillstartlookingforahouse



aftermyceremony"henodswhilesmiling.

Luu:"ThankyouMadlamini"wefinishedoffour

foodandIcouldn'tstomachanythinganymoreI

wasfullsowedidn'teatelsewewenttoour

room.

HehelpedmetakeoffmyshoesandIturnedhe

helpedmewithmydress.

Iwasonlyleftwithmyundergarments,he

unhookedmybraandthrewitonthefloor.

Hepulledmeclosetohim myasswasagainst

hiscock.

IcouldfeelhisbreathhittingmyneckIshivered

hekissedthebackofmyneck.

Hishandsmovedtomybreastsandsqueezed

them Itiltedmyheadtohisshoulder.

Hishandtrailedhiswaytomycookieandgot

undermythong.

Hisfingerfilledmyfoldersandfoundmyclit



thenmovedincirclesIclutchedonhisarm,

whenthefrictionbetweenmyclitandhisfinger

intensified.

Igrindagainsthisdickwithmyassashis

fingersdidwondersonmycookie.

Hestoppedwhenhefeltmybodytenseup.

Iturnedaroundwestaredateachotherandour

lipscollided.

ThekissedintensifiedwhenIunbuttonhisshirt.

HepickedmeandIwrappedmylegsaroundhis

waist.

Hewalkedustobedandslowlyplacemeinbed.

Luu:"Iloveyousomuch"hesaidlookingatme

asifIwassometreasurehejustfound.

AtthismomentIknewhelovedmorethan

anythinghedidn'thavetosaymuch.

Me:"IloveyouMbasa"hebitemyneckandwent

tosuckonmybreasts.



Myunderwearwassoakingwetandashe

traileddowntomyundiesthentookitoff.

Heplacedonelegonhisshoulderandhislips

cameincontactwithmyfolds.

Histongueswirledonmyclitandashisother

handsqueezedmyboob

Me:"Mbasa"Iscreamedasheteasesmeby

bitingmyclit.

Hishandgrabbedmythightightlymybody

couldn'ttakeitanymoreIswearitfeltallnerves

congregatedonmyclit,hestoppedbeforeI

couldexplode.

Heturnedmeandbendoverforhim ,hebitemy

ass.

Ialmostscreamedwhenhistonguemoved

from myanaltomyclit,Igrabbedthesheets.

Iexplodeashemuffledfrom behindwhilehe

squeezedmyass.



Heflippedandpulledmetotheedgeofthebed.

Hepulledmetotheedgeofthebedandpulled

hispantsdownwithhisunderwear.

Me:"NO!"IsaidasIsawhowhugeitwas"Haibo

izongenaphi?"hechuckled

Me:"Didyouenlarge?AreyouVenda?"don'tkill

meIheardthatVendapeoplearegifteddown

theresoishe.

Luu:"Babe!"hesaidlaughingthenrubbed

himselfagainstmyclit.

Hetriedtoentermeafewtimesandfailed.

Luu:"Areyouavirgin?"

Me:"Ipushedaheadoutofmyvagina"he

pushedafewtimesagainandhewashalfway

throughitwaspainful.

Ihadmynailsdiggeddeeponhisback,he

slammedonmewithoutawarning.

Me:"LordJesus"hewasallin



Luu:"Thethunderthatwillstrikeyou.Howcan

youcallthemanabovewhenyouaredoing

such"Igiggledhestartedmovingslowlyand

gentlyyetdeeply.

Thepainwasstartingtodisappearand

pleasurekickedit.

Luu:"Fuck!"hesaidgrabbingonmythighsand

moveasImeethisstrokeshalfway.

Iteasedhim bygrabbingonhisfitbutt

Luu:"Zizipho!"hemovedfasteronmeIcould

feelhim onmylungsIswear.

Mymusclescontrastandtenseupasmyspine

shiver.

Luu:"Waitforme!"

Me:"NOIcan't"Iletgoandhefollowedsuit.

Westayedinthesamepositioncatchingour

breaths

Me:"YouaresohugeIswearmyholeisamine



rightnow"hebustoutoflaughterandpulledme

tohischest.

Luu:"Youarecrazy"hekissedmyforehead

---------
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Zizipho

IsleptpeacefulinhisarmsitfeltdifferentI

neverfeltanythinglikethisbefore.

WehadsextillmidnightIwasdogtiredbutI

reallyenjoyedhim nothingmatteredwhenwe

weretogether.



IflosingTshepobroughtmesomuch

happinessthenitwasworthit.

Ifyouwanttherainbowyouhavetodealwith

therainIneverunderstoodthisquotetillthis

moment.

AmomentwhereIrealizedthatIhadtodeal

withtheraininordertofindmyfamily,friends

andLuthando.

TherewerepainfulmomentsinmylifewhereI

thoughtIwouldn'tsurvivebutIdid.

Nowitismytimetogettherainbowandmylife

isslowlygettingtogetherturningthewayI

alwaysimagine.

IslowlyopenedmyeyesandLuthandowasn't

nexttomeIsatuptofoundhim withatowel

wrappedaroundhiswaistandwaterwas

drippingonhisabs.

Ibitemylowerlipsenjoyingthesightinfrontof

me.



Luu:"Youaredroolingasifyoudidn'thaveme

thewholenight"Ismiledandshookmyhead

Me:"Iwasn'tdroolingIwasjustadmiringGod's

creation"hechuckled

Aknockcametoourdooranditwasroom

service

Me:"Getinthebathroom"helookedatme

Luu:"Why?"Iquicklystoodupmycookiewason

fire

Me:"That'saladybringingourbreakfast"

Luu:"So!?"

Me:"Youarejustinatowel,doyouwantherto

seewhatIeat?"helaughedasIpushedhim to

thebathroom Ican'thaveawomanseeingall

thatanddroolovermyman

Iworemygownandwenttoopenthedoor

Lady:"Goodmorningmam,I'm hereforyour

breakfast"shewaspushingthefood.



Me:"Thankyousomuch"shenods

Lady:"thedeliveryforyourhusbandisheretoo"

Me:"Delivery?"shenodsandwalkedoutIclosed

thedoor.

Luu:"Isitsafetocomeout?"Ilaughedandhe

cameout.

Me:"Didyouordersomething?"

Luu:"Yeahfrom thepharmacy"

Me:"What'sthat?"

Luu:"Morningafterpill"myeyeswiden

Me:"Shoot!That'ssothoughtfulofyou,thank

youbaby"

Luu:"Noproblem!"hekissedmyforehead

Me:"Letmeshowerthenwewilleat"

Iquicklygrabthetoiletriesandwenttoshower.

IscreamedwhenIsawsomethingonmyfinger



Me:"Luthando!Luu!"

Luu:"What'swrong?Areyouokay?

"hesaidquicklygettingin

Me:"Whatisthis?"Isaidwithtearsscreaming

downmyface.

Luu:"Aring"

Me:"Whyisitonmyfinger"Isaidlookingatit

Luu:"BecauseIaskedyoutomarryme"

Me:"Huh?"Ilookedathim confused

Luu:"Onourthirdroundyesterdayandyousaid

yesyouwillmarry"

Me:"Youwereserious?"henods

Luu:"YesIdon'tplaywithsuchthings"

Me:"Andthering?"Iaskedstillnotbelieving

whatIwasseeing

Luu:"Iputonwhileyouwereasleep"



Me:"Whoproposesduringsex?"hechuckled

Luu:"Me!Iknowit'snotthemostromanticthing

butIhavenodoubtsIwanttospendtherestof

mylifewithyou.Andourparentswillnever

allowustostaytogetherwithoutdoingallthe

rightthings.Soareyousureyouwanttomarry

mebecauseaslongasyouarereadyIam?"

Me:"IwillmarryyouLuuandIalsowanttobe

withyoumywholelife"Isaidkissinghim

Luu:"Thankyoufortrustingmetobetheman

youwanttospendtherestofyourlifewith"

Me:"OhmyGodareyousureaboutthis?"he

cuppedmyface

Luu:"TrustmeIneverbeensosurewith

anythinglikeIam rightnow"Inod

Me:"ThenI'm readywhenyouare"hesmiled

andkissedmyforehead.

HewatchedmeshowerIcouldn'tbelievethat



hejustaskedmetomarryhim andIsaidyes.

I'm readytostartanewlifewithhim hopingit

willallbeblissful.

Entle

Thepillsthatmom gavewereworkinglike

magicthevomitinginthemorningwasslowly

stopping.

OnweekendsIdon'tworksoIhadnothing

muchtodo.

ItwasboringsinceZiziphodidn'tcomehome

lastnight.

Andmyparentswenttoameetingthismorning.

Wellmybrotherisjustaghostlikealwaysyou

onlyseehim whenhewantsyoutoseehim.

IdecidedtomeetupwithLorenzoIhonestly



don'twantarelationshipwithhim atthe

moment.

Idon'twanthim tobewithmebecausehefeels

obligatedjustbecauseI'm pregnantnot

becausehelovesme.

SinceIwasn'tallowedtodrivehewasgoingto

pickmeupIonlyallowedthatbecausemy

parentswerenotaround.

AfterhearrivedIwenttohiscaroutsideour

gate.

Lore:"Isthisyourhouse?"Irolledmyeyes

Me:"HiLorenzo,andyesthisismyhouse.Can

wegonow?"Ididn'twantmyparentsarriving

withhim here,hedroveoff.

Lore:"I'm sorryhey,howareyoufeeling?"

Me:"I'm okayIcan'tcomplainandhoware

you?"hesmiled

Lore:"I'm good,thankyoufordoingthisforme"



IjustnodandlookedoutsidethewindowI

didn'tknowwhereweweregoing.

Whenwereachedourdestinationhepulledover

andgotoutofthecar.

Lore:"Comelet'sgo"hesaidtakingmyhand.

Me:"Wherearewe?"itwasahugemansionand

thereweresomanycarsonadriverway

Lore:"Myhouse"Istopped

Me:"Yourhouse?"whywouldn'thetellmethat

hewasbringingmetohishouse.

Lore:"RelaxEntle"Iwasn'tsureaboutanyofthis

heseemednervoustoo.

Wewalkedtowardsthehousetherewasso

muchnoisecomingfrom it.

Me:"Howmanypeopleareinthere?"Isaid

lookingatmyselfIwasdressupdecentatleast.

Lore:"About25Ithink"Ialmostfainted



Me:"Takemehome"Isaidturningaroundand

walkedtowardsthecarbutitwastoolate

causetwoladieswereapproachingthehouse

comingtowardsme.

Lore:"I'm sostupidIshouldn'thavebroughtyou

herewithoutaskingyoufirst"Idon'tknowhow

hismindworkssometimes.

Lady1:"Lorenzo"shesaidlookingatmesmiling

Ijustfrowned.

Lady2:"HeyI'm MiracleandthisismywifeLola"

huh?

Lore:"Sorryguyswewerejustleaving"

Lola:"Youdon'twanttomissfamilylunch

Lorenzo"hecursedunderhisbreath

Lore:"Entlecan---"Icuthim offwearehere

becauseofhisstupidityIdon'tactuallyknow

howhismindworks

Me:"It'sokaywecangoin,I'm Entlebytheway



nicetomeetyou"theysmiledandwewalked

insidethehouse.

Whenwewalkedinthehouseaguywas

standingbythestairslookingatus.

Guy:"Heyeverybody,Lorenzobroughtagirl"he

saidyellingwhatthehell?

"Hedid?"thevoicesontheothersidesaid

soundingsurprised

Lore:"Thatwasn'tnecessaryPhiko"wewalked

tothegardenthehousewasbreathtaking.

Whenwegotthereeverybodywaslookingon

ourwayortobespecifictheywerelookingat

me.

LolaandMiraclewenttositdownleavingme

andLorenzostanding.

Lore:"EveryonethisisEntle....Mygirlfriend"LOL

Ididn'tknowIwashisgirlfriend.

Lore:"AndEntlethisismyfamily"theystarted



greetingmeandintroducingthemselvesIcould

barelykeepupwiththeirnames.

Therewastoomanyofthem whointroduced

themselvesashisfathersIdidn'tunderstanda

thing.

Therewasonegaycouple,twolesbiancouples.

Ionlyrememberedaboutfivenamesapparently

allofthem aremarriedexceptthedoucheI'm

with.

Wefinallysatdownandtheywereactuallynice.

Ray:"SoEntlewhereareyoufrom?"thatwas

Lorenzo'sbiologicalfather

Me:"LithalethuKingdom"henods

Lwandle:"That'ssoundslikeroyalty"thatwas

Lorenzo'smom

Me:"Itisroyalty"Lorenzolookedatme,hedidn't

knowIwasroyaltyoraprincess

Leo:"Youareprincess?"Inod



Lore:"Okayenoughaboutquestioningmy

girlfriend"

Phiko:"Thisisunbelievableyouactuallyhavea

girlfriend,wow"everybodylaughed.

Theywereactuallynicepeoplebutweirdfamily.

Iengagedinfewconversationsbecausethey

weremakingsureIwasn'tleftout.

Lore:"Areyousureyouarefull?"Iwasn'tbutI

couldn'tembarrassmyselflikethat.

Me:"YeahI'm fine"

Lwandle:"Whyareyouaskingherthat?"

Lore:"Becausesheispregnant"thetablewent

silentandalleyeswereonhim

Ray:"Sheispregnant?"

Lore:"Yesandit'smybaby"

Lwandle:"Kidscanyoupleaseexcuseus"

Lorenzo'ssiblingsstoodupandleftthetable.



Ludwe:"Youareroyaltyright?"IquicklynodI

don'tknowwhyI'm sonervousrightnow

Siwe:"Doyourparentsknow?"thatwas

Lorenzo'sauntwhosrisLudwe'swife.

Me:"Yestheyknow"shenods

Lwandle:"Wehavetopaydamagesandthefact

thatshe'sroyaltyit'sgoingtocostus"

Lore:"Don'tworryaboutthatIwillpaythem

myself"howcouldtheybesocoolthathe

impregnatedme

Ray:"OkaythenandEntlewewillneedtotalkto

yourparents"Inod

Ludwe:"Andifthisboygiveyouanyproblem

youtellus"IsmirkedlookingatLorenzowho

shookhisheadformenottosayanything.

Me:"Hetoldmetoabortthischild"

Them:"Hedidwhat?!"

Lore:"Youaresoevil"



Me:"Iknow"hestoodupandhisfathers

followedhim withhisgrandpas.

Me:"Wherearetheygoing?"

Lwandle:"Toteachhim alesson"Inodand

instantlyregretsayinganythingbuttherewas

noturningback.

LeocametofetchmeandIjoinedthem,Idon't

understandhowtheyareallrelatedbutallI

knowistheyarefamily.

Lorenzocamebacklateronholdingonhisrib

cageandhissiblingswerejustlaughingathim

hecouldbarelywalk.

Me:"Areyouokay?"henodsandIhelpedhim to

sitdown"I'm sosorry"hechuckled

Lore:"IdeserveditandI'm sosorrythatIonce

toldyoutoabortourbaby.Thatwasselfishand

childishofme.IwantyoutoknowthatIwillbe

therethroughoutthispregnancy.Iknowwedid

nothavethebestrelationshipbutIwantusto



trynotbecauseyouarepregnant.Iwantusto

trybecauseIdofeelsomethingforyouandI

likeyoualotIdon'tknowifthat'slovebutIlove

havingyouaroundme"Iwasspeechless

Me:"Okaybutweneedtotakethingsslow"he

nodsandpulledmeinforakisswekissed.

Phiko:"IneverthoughtIwouldseethisday.

Miraclesdohappen"

LorenzojustshookhisheadIwonderwhatdo

theydotohim.

Kopano

Thedrivetomyplacewasquiethavenothing

butregrettowhathastranspiredbetweenme

andhim

Iwaslookingoutsidethewindowthewhole

drivetomyplace.

Ididn'twanttocrybecausewhathappenedwas



myfaultIshouldhaveleftbutIdecidedtostay.

ThecarcametoastopandIwasabouttohop

out.

Mnqo:"I'm sorry"Ilookedathim "Ishouldn't

havetouchedyou.Ishouldhaverespectedyour

feelingsandletyougoifanythinghurtingyouis

thelastthingIwanttodo.I'm sosorryiftelling

thatIwon'tfallforyouhurtsyoubutIrather

hurtyouwiththetruththancomfortyouwith

lies"thiswasahardpilltoswallowbecauseI

havereallyfallenforhim

Me:"Iappreciateyourhonesty"henods

Mnqo:"See...."hestoppedasifsomething

caughthiseye

Me:"Areyouokay?"

Mnqo:"uhI'm fine..Iwillseeyouaround"Inod

andbidmyfarewell.

IbumpedintosomeoneIlookedup



"Hey"

Me:"whatareyoudoinghere?"Isaidstunned.

-----
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Kopano

Iwasstunnedtofindherherebecauseshehad

beenignoringmethewholetime.

SheisthelastpersonwhoIexpectedtosee.

Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutherbeinghere.

IhavealotonmyplaterightnowbuttheleastI

candoistomakethingsrightandbehonest

withher.



Shedeservesthetruthnotmehidingthings

from her.

Iaskedhertocomeinsidewithmeandshe

agreed.

Wesatdownsilenceengulfedthewholeroom.

Thesilencewasreallydeafeningmemaybeit's

becausewehaveneverbeeninthissituation

before.

Monica:"What'swrongwithyou?Youhave

becomethispersonIdon'tknow"Isighinregret

thisgirlhasbeenmynumberonesupporter

throughouttheyearofknowingherandshe

doesn'tdeservethisbetrayal.

Me:"IknowlatelyIhavebeenactingoutof

characterandImadeyoufeellikeIdidn'tcare.

It'sbecauseIhavebeenunfaithful"sheshifted

from myholdandlookedatme

Monica:"What?"



Me:"IknowIshouldhavebeenhonestwithyou

from thebeginning,yeswewerenever

exclusivebutIdocareaboutyou"sheshook

herheadindisbeliefwithtearsstreamingdown

herface.

Monica:"StopitwithyoursorryspeechKopano.

Ithoughtyouwerebetterthanthat.After

everythingwebeenthroughandyoujusthere

tellingmethat.IthoughtyoulovedmeKopano"

Me:"MoI'm confused,Ididn'tmeanforanyof

thistohappenthewayitdid"shewipedher

tears

Monica:"Howmanytimesdidyousleepwith

her?"

Me:"Manytimes,Ithoughtitwasaonceof

thingbutIcouldhelpmyselfIkeptgoingback

tohim.Ididn'tmeantohurtyouinanyway"

Monica:"Him?It'saguyKopano!Youarenot

justacheaterbutafreakinglietoo.Youfellfor



him didn'tyou?"IjustlookedatherbecauseI

didn'twanttohurtherfurther"Somuchfor

beingalesbian"

Me:"Mocanwetalkaboutthispleaseatleast

don'tleavelikethis"Isaidasshestoodup

Monica:"Thetimetotalktomewasthefirst

timeIaskedyouwhat'sgoingonbutyouchose

tolietome.Youkeptgoingbacktohim for

more.It'sokayweallchoosewhowillbreakour

heartsandIchoseyoubutIdidn'texpectyouto

hurtmethismuch.Ihopehedoesn'tdowhat

youjustdidtomebecauseoneIknowforsure

iswhatgoesaroundcomesaround"

Me:"Monica!"ButsheranoutcryingIjustsank

onthecouchwithtearsstreamingdownmy

face.

HerwordscamelikeawaveinmymindIdidn't

wanttohurtherbutGodknowsIlovehim Ilove

MnqophisoandIlongforhistouchonlyhim.



Kuhle:"Heyhey,whatswrong?"Idon'teven

knowwhenshecamein

Ijustletmytearsfallandshewrappedher

armsaroundme.

Me:"Ididn'tmeantohurther"

Kuhle:"It'sokayIknow"shesaidbrushingmy

back

Me:"Ilovehim"Iwhisperedtomyselfbutshe

heardme

Kuhle:"Iknowyoulovehim butI'm notgoingto

sugarcoatanythingforyou.Monicalovesyou

butyoudon'tlove.Youlovehim buthedoesn't

loveyou.Thisiskarmaforwhatyoudidandit

seemslikeitcameearlyforyou.Nowyouhave

atasteofyourownmedicineyouknowhow

Monicafeels"

Ilookedatherbeforestandingupandwentto

lockmyselfupshewasn'thelpingbutsheisthe

typetellsyoulikeitis.



Mbuso

Iwaswokeupbymyphoneringingoffthehook.

ItwasMnqophiso,wehaveformedagreat

friendshipwithhim.

Apparentlyheisinthematterofdeath

situationsthat'swhyhewokemeup.

Isawhim pulloverafterafewminuteshe

calledmethatwasquick.

Hesmeltlikeabrewery,youcouldseehebarely

slept

Me:"Wereyoudrinkingallnight?"helookedat

meandthrewhimselfonmycouch

Mnqo:"I'm adoctor"Ilaughedapparently

doctorsarealwaysdrunkbecauseoftheirline

ofwork,itstraumatizingsometimes.

Me:"Thisbetterbeimportantbecauseyouwoke

meupfrom mybeautysleep"hechuckled



Mnqo:"Asafuturekingisitpossibletomarrya

commoner"Ilookedathim witheyebrows

Me:"Areyouthinkingofmarryingmycousin"he

laughedandshookhishead

Mnqo:"NOI'm notmarryingyourcousin,now

answermyquestion?"

Me:"Ifthatpersonisyourchosenwifeyoucould

marrythem.It'snotamustthatyoumarryinto

royaltyit'suptoyourancestorswhotheysee

suitableforyou"henods

Mnqo:"Wellthesethingsseem complicatedto

me"Ilaughed

Me:"AreyousureyouarenotfallingforKopano"

hesmiledandshookhishead

Mnqo:"BelievemeI'm notfallingforher,sheis

beautifulandallthatbutI'm notfallingforher.I

don'twanttocomplicatemylifeimagineme

fallingforherthenBOOM mychosenwife

showsup"



Me:"Thenwhythesequestions"Isaidwithmy

eyebrowsfrowned

Mnqo:"It'sjustthatI...Nevermind"hesaid

shakinghishead

Me:"Okayyoushouldstopshaggingmycousin"

helaughed

Mnqo:"That'snotgoingtohappen"

Me:"Ithoughtyousaidyouguysstopped"

Mnqo:"YeswedidbutshewillcomebackandI

won'tstopher"

Me:"Shelovesyou"

Mnqo:"AndIdon't"

Me:"YouareevilMnqophiso"heshookhishead

Mnqo:"Kopanoisanoldwomanifshedecides

thatshewantsme,whoam ItostopGod'swill"

Irolledmyeyesindisbelief"Doyouhaveany

hangoverremedies"



Me:"Iwillmakeyouone"

Mnqo:"That'swhyIloveyou"heblewmeakiss

laughing

Me:"Fuckyou"Iwalkedtothekitchen

Mnqo:"Youhaveanicebutt"hesaidawinking

atme

Me:"Areyoucheckingmeout?"hesmirkedwe

burstoutoflaughterhecouldbestupid

sometimes.

Me:"Whydon'tyouconsultyourseeraboutyour

chosenonesinceitworries"hejustlaughed

Mnqo:"Thatoneisgettingoldheshouldgivehis

dutiestosomeoneelse.Hecouldbarelykeep

upwithwhat'sgoingoninourkingdom"

Me:"That'snotgoodthough"

Mnqo:"IknowIknow"hesaidthendrankhis

smoothie"Thistasteterrible"

Me:"Iknowright"



Entle

IleftLorenzo'shousealittlebitlaterthanI

anticipated.

Hisfamilyisacrazybunchbuttheyalsohave

thisaurathatdemandrespect.

Lorenzo'ssisterwastheonedrivingmehome

sinceLorenzowasn'tinaconditiontodrive

afterthebeatinghereceivedhernameis

Leonella.

Sheisthemostbeautifulofthem all,itsthe

typethatwalksintheroom andyouwantto

hideyourmanimmediately.

Icouldn'thelpbutnoticehowclingyher

husbandwastoherandIunderstand.

Me:"Ilikeyourcontacts"shechuckled

Leo:"Thankyoubutit'smyeyes"

Me:"NOwaytheyarebeautiful"Icouldn'tbelieve



ithowcanablackpersonhavegreeneyes,she

laughed.

Leo:"Thankyousohowdidyoumanageto

makemybrotherfallforyoubecausetheman

isawomanizer"Ilaughed

Me:"Suchareputation,Idon'tknowhonestlyour

relationshipjuststarted.Iwasoneofhisgirls"

Leo:"Welltrustmeheissmittenbyyou"Ijust

nod

Me:"Thankyoufortheride"

Leo:"Beautifulhouse.Iwillseeyou"Igotinside

andshedroveoff.

Mom:"Pregnantwomenain'tsupposetobeout

tillthistime"Iwantedtorollmyeyes

Me:"Itwon'thappenagain"

Mom:"Wedon'twantthebabybeingaffectedby

thespiritsthatroam aroundatnight"

Me:"Yousuchamamabearsometimes"when



weweretalkingZiziphogotin.

Me:"Youleaveforadayandyoucomeback

glowing"shelaughed

Zipho:"Whenyourmantreatsyougood,youjust

can'thelpbutglow"

Me:"I'm happyforyouandIalsohavesomuch

totellyou"weforgotthatmom washerenext

tous

Mom:"It'ssogoodseeingyourdaughters

gettingalongthisway"wesmiledandhugged

her.

Mybrotherwalkedinheseemsratherdisturbed

hehadpapersinhishand,hewasfollowedby

Luthando,whoquicklyrushedtoZizipho.

Zipho:"What'sgoingon?"

Luthando:"Hlalaphantsisthandwasam"hesaid

shesatdownlookingallconfused.

Dadcameinandsatdownnexttomom Isat



nexttomybrother

Mom:"Youarescaringuswhat'sgoingDlamini"

shesaidlookingatmydad.

Mnqo:"WhenJuniordied,youguysdeclaredhis

deathasnaturalcausesbutLuthandodidn't

wanttobelievesuch.Hethoughthisdeathwas

sosuddenanditdidn'tsitwellwithhim.He

beggedmetoaskoneofourclinical

technicianstoperform anautopsyonhim andI

did"

Zipho:"NO!"sheshookherwithtearsstreaming

downhercheeksIalsocouldn'tcontainmy

tearstoo

Luu:"I'm sosorrysthandwasam butourchamp

wasmurdered"shescreamedinagonythisis

likeweareexperiencinghisdeathagain.

------
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Luthando

Thisishardformetooapartofmewishthat

letthingsbehowtheywerebutIcouldn'tI

constantlykeptdreamingofmychamp.

AtfirstIjustthoughtImissedhim butnoit

changedwhenIsawdrowninginhisownblood.

Ineverbelievedthathediednaturallybutthere

wassomethingthatmadenosensethataboy

sohealthyjustdiedinamannerlikethat.

Yestheancestorswerebattlingbutthey

couldn'thavekilledhim insuchacruelmanner.

IwantedtotellZiziphobutheremotionaldidn't

allowmeto,shewasbrokenandhermental

healthwillalwaysbemypriority.



Junior'sdeathbrokeherandthishasshuttered

herintopieces.

Shewasstartingtoacceptthatheisgonebut

thisislikeawoundhasbeenstabbedyetagain.

ShehasbeenonmychesteversinceItoldher

thatJuniorwasmurderedandmyt-shirtwas

becomingwetwithhertears.

Noonewantedtobreakthesilencethathas

engulfedtheroom,theonlythingyoucould

hearwerehersniffingandEntle's

MrsD:"WhatareyousayingMnqophiso?"she

saidwipinghertears

Mnqo:"InJunior'sbloodwefoundatraceof

poison,whichcausedtheseverebleedingand

swellingtothebrainbutthepoisondidn'tkill

him"Ilookedathim andclenchedmyjaws

Me:"ifthepoisondidn'tkillhim thenwhatkilled

him?"



Mnqo:"Thisishard..UhJuniorwasstrangledto

death"Ziziphostoodupandranoutsobbing

painful

Entle:"Zizipho!"shesaidstandupbutIstopped

her

MrsD:"Ihopeyourdaughterdidn'tdothis

becauseIfnotIwillkillhermyself"shesaid

lookingatherhusbandwhoseemeddefeated

andlostforwords.

Istoodupandwenttolookformyfiance.

Igotonherroom shewascurledupnexttoher

bed,shehadkneeswrappedaroundbyher

arms,herfacesburiedontopoftheknees,she

wassobbingrockingbackandforthitwastruly

heartbreakingtoseeherlikethat.

Isatnexttoherandpulledhertomeshedidn't

protestshejustcriedholdingontomeverytight.

IfeltmytearsrollingdownmycheeksIquickly

wipedthem,ithurtsthatJuniorwaskilledandit



hurtstoseehismotherlikethis.

ForthefirsttimeIdidn'tknowwhattosayto

her,nowordscouldcomfortheratthismoment.

Shewasfinallyabletocalm downandgotin

betweenmylegs.

Zee:"Ididn'tknowthatNompumelelohatedso

much.Ican'tfathom thefactthatmyownblood

couldberesponsibleformyson'sdeath,sheis

mysister.Shewantedmetoletmyguidedown

andIdid,shebrokeLuuandshewon"shehad

herheadonchestIkissedherforehead

Me:"Idon'twanttogotoconclusionsandsay

it'sherbutsheistheonlyonewhohasamotive,

trustmewhoevertookourson'slifewillpay"we

intertwinedourfingers.

Zee:"Theyneedtopay"shesaidlookingatme

intheeyes,somethingaboutherlookmademe

shivershewasn'tthesweetZiziphoIknowbut

eitherwayIwillloveeachsidethatsheshows



tome

Me:"Idon'tknowhowwewilldothisbutwewill

figureitout,together"

Zee:"Together,yourmotheroncesaidyouwere

ruthless,isthattrue?"Iwonderwhatmademy

mom tellherthat.

Me:"NOI'm notruthlessI'm alittlebitrough

sometimes,doyouknowhowtohandleagun?"

sheshookherhead"I'm takingyoutoa

shootingrangethisSaturday"

Zee:"Iwouldlovethat"shesnuggledcloseto

me.

Someoneneedstopayforwhathappenedto

Junior.

Kopano

ItwasclearthatMonicadoesn'twantanything

todowithandeventhouithurtsbutIthinkit's



forthebestshedoesn'tdeservewhatIdidto

her.

ItookmyphoneandMnqophisohasuploadeda

fewpicturesofhim thenoneofZiziphoshewas

sleepingthecaptionwas"Youarethestrongest

personIknow".

IknewsomethinghappenedwithhersoI

immediatelycalledbutshedidn'tpickup.

Shesentamessagethatshewillcallsome

othertime.

Ihaven'ttalkedtoKuhlesinceshecalleda

spadeaspade.

Myphonevibrateditwasatextfrom Mnqo

"IneedyouIknowyousaidyoucan'tdothisbut

Iwouldappreciateitifyoucome"

Iswallowedthisguydoesn'tlovemeIknow

exactlywhathemeanswhenhesaysheneeds

me,heneedstoreleasesomesteam.



IdecidedtoignorethetextmessagebutI

couldn'tsitstillIkeptlookingonmycellphone

hopinghedocallortextagainbuthedidn't.

Itookmyphoneandtextedhim tosendmea

location.

Irefreshenedandtookmybagafterhesentme

atalocationtomeetat.

IknowI'm goingtoregretthisbutIwillcross

thatbridgelateron.

Igottothelocationitwasmoreofafield.

HehadabottleofCoronainhishandwhile

smokingcigarette

Me:"Areyouokay?"hewassittingontopofthe

bonnetofhiscar.

Mnqo:"Idon'tknowthankyouforcoming"he

saidthatandthrewhiscigarettedown.

Me:"Whatsgoingon?"

Mnqo:"JuniorwaskilledandI'm sureMpumidid



it"myheartsanktomystomach,myheartis

breakingforZiziphoandthatlittlewaslikea

nephewtome.

Me:"Whywouldshedothattoherownsister?"

hegulpeddownhisbeerandthrewthebottle.

Mnqo:"Becausesheisatwistedpsychoticbitch

Ihatehersomuch"hesaidthatthenjumped

downfrom thebonnet.

Hequicklypickedmeupandplacedmeontop

thebonnet,catchingmeoffguardthatIalmost

screamed.

Mnqo:"Areyouokay?"Iquicklynodhestoodin

betweenmylegsandgavemehisback.

Iplacedmylegsonhisshouldersandplayed

withhisfade.

Me:"Whyam IhereMnqophiso?"

Mnqo:"Don'tworryIdidn'tcallyouhereforsexI

justneededsomecompany"



Me:"Isee"westayedlikethatIdon'twantto

thinktomuchaboutthismomentletmejust

enjoyit.

Zizipho

NeverhaveIeverthoughtthatJuniorwas

murdered.

IfeellikeI'm losinghim alloveragain,thisis

somethingthatIwillneverbeabletohealfrom.

Ididn'tthinkhatedmesomuchandthehate

wassostrongthatshekilledherownnephew.

Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningtomeI'm

supposedtobebawlingmyeyesoutbut

somethinginmekeepstellingmetonotcry.

YesIdidcrywhenIfoundoutthatmysonwas

killedbutrightnowIfeellikeIhavenotearsleft

inmetocry.

Luthandoendedupspendinganightherewith



mewithmyparentspermissionofcourse.

Wecan'tsleeptogetherinsidetheroyalhouse

aswearenotmarriedyetthat'swhywewere

sleepingintheguesshouse.

Icouldn'tsleepthewholenightIkepttossing.

Idecidedtowakeupandgotdressedinmy

tracksuits.

Iwenttoabasementandtookabaseballbat

thendrovetothecemetery.

IwalkedtoJunior'sgraveitwas2am I'm

supposedtobescaredofgraveyardbutI'm not.

Ikneeledinfrontofhisgravemytearsjust

streameddownmyeyes

Me:"I'm sosorryboy,Icouldn'tprotectyouI'm

sosorrythatIfailedyou...I"thewordsjust

stuckedinmymouthIjustscreamedtoletthe

painout.

Iwentbacktothecaranddrovetomy



destination.

ThelightswereonItookmybatandgotoutof

thecar.

AtleastIknowmywaysinthishousesoit

wasn'thardtogetinside.

Iwasabouttoopenthedoorandgetinwhen

someonegrabbedmefrom behindandclosed

mymouth.

Mbuso

Ijustwokeupfrom mysleepIdon'tknowwhy

butmyheartwasheavy.

Lindiwewassleepingpeacefulinmyarms.

Igentlymovedherasideandwentoutforsome

air.

Me:"Somethingisnotright"Isaidbrushingmy

head.



"Areyouokay?"IquicklyturneditwasLindiweI

sighed

Me:"I'm fineIjustneededsomeair"shenods

Lindiwe:"What'sthatsmell?"shesaidsniffing

Me:"Ithinksomethingisburning"everyoneis

sleepingwhattheheckisgoingon

Lindiwe:"Mbuso!"shescreamedIlookedwhere

shewaslooking.

Me:"Whatthehell?"theancestralhuntwasin

flames.

Lindiwe:"Whatsgoingon?"werantoitand

everyonewasalreadyout,theguards,themaids

andmyparents.

Me:"Someoneisplayingwithfire"Isaidto

myself.

---------



Iknowthisinsertwillreach1ksoonandyouare

supposedtogetasecondinsertbutyouguys

arenotfair,pleasegolikethepostIsharedand

wetakethegirlto1.3kthenwegettwomore

inserts.Please oncewereachthetarget

whichis1kIwillstarttypingtheinserts

Insert43

Zizipho

ThispersondraggedmeoutofthehouseItried

toscream andkickbuthewastoostrongfor

me.

IthinkMpumiandTshepohadthenoise

becausethelightturnedon.

ThepersonletmegoIturnedtofacehim Iwas

alittlebitscared.

Me:"WhattheheckLuthando?Youscaredme"

youcouldseehewasn'tpleasedwithwhatwas



happening,heclearlylookedpissed.

Luu:"Ziziphowhatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"Isn'tittooobvious,howdidyoufindme?"

Luu:"YouaremyfianceZiziphoitwasn'thardto

findyouanddon'tgivemethattrap"I

swallowedcausehelookedangry"Areyou

tryingtogetyourselfintotrouble?"Ikeptquiet

Luu:"Getinthecar!"Iquicklyjumpedinthecar

andsettledonthepassangerssithefollowed

me

Me:"Mycar?"

Luu:"Someonewillpickitup"Isatthereandhe

droveoff.

Hedidn'tsayanythingIkeptstealingglancing

athim buthedidn'tevenlookatmehiseyes

wereontheroadthewholetime.

Me:"I'm sorry"helookedatmebeforehepulled

overatthesideoftheroad"Ididn'twantto



makeyouangry,allIwantisjusticeformyson.

JuniorhasdecayedalreadywhileMpumiishere

playinghappyfamiliesasifshedidn'tkillher

nephew"Isaidwithtearsthreateningtofallhe

sighandcuppedmyface.

Luu:"IgetthatyouwantJusticeforJuniorbut

babewegottodothissmartandclean,Idon't

wantusactingoutofangerwewillmessthings

upandbesidesthatIdon'twantyougettinginto

trouble"hewipedmytearsasInod"Whatwere

yougoingtodowithabat?"Ichuckled

Me:"BeatMpumiup"hechuckled

Luu:"Comehere"Ihoppedontopofhim he

pulledthesitalittlebackwards"Iloveyouso

muchIdon'twantyoudoingthingsyouare

goingtoregretatsomepoint"

Me:"Iknowthatbutthethoughtofthem getting

awaywithitjustscaresme,wecan'tprovethat

Nompumelelodidit,thereisnotphysically



evidencethatlinkshertoJunior"hesigh

Luu:"Iwill...."hedidn'tfinishashewas

disturbedbyhisphoneringingfrom hispocket

hetookitandanswered.

ThepersonontheothersidesaidsomethingI

couldseehisfacechanging

Luu:"Weareonourway"heendedtheforphone

call

Me:"What'sgoingon?"Isaidgettingoffhim I

didn'twaittobetoldbecauseofhisreaction

Luu:"Theancestralhuthasburneddownto

ashesinmyhouse"

Me:"What?Whathappened?"

Luu:"Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutweneed

togethomesoon"hesaidalreadystartingthe

engine.

Me:"Idon'tlikethisIfeellikesomeoneisoutto

getus"heplacedhishandonmythigh



Luu:"Seemslikeit"

Wedrovestraighttohishouseeveryonewas

standingoutside,thefiredepartmentwasthere

andtheparamedicswerethere.

Wequicklyjumpedoutofthecarwe

approachedthefamily,Mbusometushalfway

through

Me:"Didanyonegetinjured"hequicklyshook

hisheadthatwasarelief

Luu:"Whathappened?"Mbusolookedrather

distraughtthanworried

Mbuso:"Idon'tknowwhathappenedIjustwoke

uptoit,Iam aseerIshouldhaveseenthis

coming"

Luu:"YouarenotGodeither"hesaidtryingto

comforthisbrother

Me:"IwillcheckonMa"that'swhatIcalledhis

mother,henodsIleftthem.



Me:"Ma"sheturnedandIquicklyhuggedher

Ma:"ZiphowhereisMbasa?"

Me:"WithMbuso,whatcausedthefire?"

Ma:"Wearestillwaitingtohearfrom thefire

departmentbutIdon'tthinktheywillfound

anything"Ilookedatherconfused

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Ma:"Ithinkthisisaspiritualthingandit'soutto

destroyus"

Me:"ThatsoundsscaryI'm sorry"shenodsI

lookedaroundIsawLindiwestandingaloneshe

waslookingatthehutshedidn'tevenseeme

Me:"Areyouokay?"shejumpedandclearedher

throat

Lindiwe:"I'm fine,I'm justtryingtofigureout

whathappened,whydideitherofussawit

coming,ImeanMbusoandMe"Isigh

Me:"Don'tbeatyourselfup,thequeenthinkit'sa



spiritualthing"sheclearedherthroat

Lindiwe:"NoIdon'tthinksoifitwasspiritualwe

wouldhaveseenitcoming"Ishruggedmy

shoulders

Me:"Let'sgoinside"

Kopano

Wespentalotoftimetogetheritwasgetting

darkerwhenhedrovemetomyapartment

complex.

HewalkedmetomakesureIwassafe.

Iopenedmydoorandturnedtolookhim

Me:"Iwillseeyouaround"henods

Mnqo:"Thankyoufortoday"Inodwelookedat

eachother

Ourlipscollidedandhepushedmeinsidethen



pickedmeup

"Kopanoisthat...."wequicklystoppedIturned

tofindKuhlestandingtherelookingatus.

Kuhle:"Ididn'tmeantodisturbyouguys"she

saidlookingatus

Me:"It'sokay,let'sgotomyroom"Isaidlooking

atMnqo

Mnqo:"UhIthinkIshouldjustleave"heseemed

uncomfortable

Kuhle:"That'sright,yesgoooooo"Ilookedather

surprisedMnqojustshookhishead.

Mnqo:"Iwillseeyou"hepulledmetoakiss,he

deepenedthekissandgrabbedmyassinthe

processImoanedandhelet'smego.

Mnqo:"IwillseeyouaroundKuhle"hesmirked

Kuhlejustrolledhereyesandhewalkedout.

Kuhle:"Quiteashowyougaveme,snogging

withyourboyfriendinfrontofme"shesaidwith



hereyebrowraised

Me:"What'swithyouandthesuddendislikefor

Mnqophiso?"shechuckled

Kuhle:"Medislikinghim that'sabitextremebutI

hatethefactthatheisplayingyouKopano"I

shookmyhead

Me:"Idon'tthinkthat'syourplace"shelookedat

meandshookherhead

Kuhle:"Kopanonotsolongagotheguystraight

uptoldyouthathewasn'tintoyoubutyoukeep

goingbacktohim,hewillhurtyou"

Me:"That'smybusinesstoworryaboutthatnot

yoursKuhle"

Kuhle:"I'm tryingtobeyourfriendan--"Icuther

off

Me:"ThenbemyfriendnotmymotherI'm an

adultIknowwhatI'm gettingmyselfinto"

Kuhle:"Youaresurelynotactinglikeanadult



rightnowbutateenager,it'sokaythoughIwill

mindthebusinessthatpaysme"

Me:"Good"Iwenttomyroom andslammedthe

door

Kuhle:"That'sanadultsomatured"sheyelled.

Idon'tknowwhatgotintoher,shereallyhasno

rightgettingintomybusinesslikethat.

ShehasnorighttodislikeMnqophisoatall.

Myphonebeepeditwasatextfrom him

"Thankyoufortoday,Ireallyenjoyedspending

timewithyou"Ismiledandtextedhim back

"Hopethatwasn'tthelasttime"

"Ifthat'swhatyouwant"Ismiledandbitemylip.

Mbuso

TheparamedicsandfirefightershaveleftI



knewtheywouldn'tfoundanythingthatmight

havecausedthefire.

Everythinghasburneddowntoashes,Icouldn't

gofoundmybonesasthesurfacewasstillhot.

Wehavebeensittingherenothingwasbeing

saidandtheroom wassoquiet.

Dad:"Thisisdisturbing,nofirewouldjustbreak

outlikethat"

Lindiwe:"Ithinksomeonestartedthefire

becauseifitwasspiritualwewouldhavesense

it"IsighbecauseIdon'twanttosayanything

thatmaynotevenbetrue.

Mbasa:"Ithinkit'sbestweallgetsomerest

thenwewillseethewayforwardinthe

morning"

Me:"Mbasaisright"everyonelefttotheirrooms

leavingmewithMbasa

Mbasa:"Don'tbeatyourselfup"Isighand



lookedatme

Me:"Thisisn'tright"

Mbasa:"WhenwasthelasttimeThusoand

Sandileshowedthemselvestoyou"

Me:"ThedayJuniordied"helookedatme

Mbasa:"Don'tyouthinkthat'sstrangethosetwo

nevermissachancetoshowoff,theyare

alwayseverywhere"Ilookedathim,hechuckled

indisbeliefandanger

Me:"Someoneisblindingmeandmyancestors"

------
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Kopano



ItriedavoidingKuhleatallcostsheissticking

hernoseintomybusinessalotlatelyIdon'tlike

itatall.

MnqophisoandIhavebeenchattingalotlately

I'm startingtobelievethatheisnotsomuchof

adickheadasIthoughthewas.

TodayIhaveinvitedhim forlunchsinceheis

notworkingI'm alsofree.

HewashesitantatfirstItoldhim itwasano

stringattachedhefinallygavein.

WellI'm justagirlwhoistryingtoshoother

shotsbecauseIreallylovetheguy.

AtleastKuhleisn'taroundwewillenjoy

ourselvesinpeace.

AknockcamethroughIquicklywenttoopen

thedooritwashim helookedgoodandsmelt

good

Me:"Heycomein"hefollowedmein



Mnqo:"Hello"hehadabottleofwineinhishand.

Me:"Makeyourselfcomfortable"hesatdownon

thecouch,Idishedupforus.

Mnqo:"Youareagoodcook,thistastesso

good"Hesaidclosinghiseyeswhilechewing

helookedsoperfect

Me:"Thankyou"weateoveraliteconversation

Mnqo:"SohowareyouLuthando'scousin?"

Me:"Uhokay...Somymom andhismotherare

siblings"

Mnqo:"Sothatmakesyouroyalty"Ilaughedand

shookmyhead

Me:"NOwearenotroyalty"henods

Mnqo:"SoLuthando'smom isn'troyalty"

Me:"NOsheisnotroyalty,sheisjustmarriedto

royaltybecausetheNdlovuancestorschoseher

fortheirson"



Mnqo:"Ohitmakessense"thedoorswings

openKuhlewalkedin,Ijustrollmyeyes.

Shejustgreetsusandwenttoherroom then

comesbackwithherweekendbag

Me:"Whereareyougoing?"shelookedatme

surprised

Kuhle:"Home"shesaidthatwalkingout

Me:"Kuhle!!"

Kuhle:"What?!"

Me:"Ihateitwhenwefightwearefriends"she

chuckled

Kuhle:"NOwearenotfightingKopano,Iwas

tryingtobeagoodfriendtoyouandIhave

beenagoodfriend.Untilhecamearound"

Me:"Hehasnothingtodowiththis,Ilovehim a

lot"

Kuhle:"Thenthatmakesyouaclown"shesaid

thatandwalkedawayIsighandgotbackinside.



Mnqo:"Isyourfriendokay?"Ilookedathim

"what?"

Me:"Nothing,sheisfine"

Mnqo:"Seemslikeshedoesn'tlikeme"Isigh

Me:"Yeahshedoesn'tlikeyou"hesmirked

"What?"

Mnqo:"Sheisthefirstwomanwhodoesn'tfall

onmyfeet"thatoffendedmealittlebit

Me:"Ohreally?"

Mnqo:"It'sthetruth"hesaidthatsmiling

Me:"Youaresofullofyourself"

Mnqo:"Ohreally"hesaidlaughing

Me:"Yesyouare"

Mnqo:"Ihaveheardthatbefore,whichmoviedo

youwanttowatch"

Me:"TheMidnightsun"henodsandputiton.



Mbuso

Idon'tknowwhoisfuckingwithmyfamilylike

thisanditshowsthattheymeanbusiness.

Thefactthattheyareblindingmyancestors

andmeintheprocessisjustworse.

Theywillstrikemyfamilyandtherewon'tbe

anythingIcoulddo.

Ifeeluselessthatthere'sanythingthatIcould

dorightnow.

Iwokeupandwentstraighttothehutthathas

turnedintoashesIjusthelpbutfeelmy

stomachtiedintoknots.

IlookedformybonesandIcouldn'tfindanyof

them.

"Whatareyoulookingfor?"itwasmymother

Me:"Mybones"Isaidwithacrackingvoice



Mom:"Mbuso!"Ilookedather"youwon'tfind

anythingson"

Me:"What'sgoingonMa?Whatitisthis?"she

quicklycametomeandhuggedme

Mom:"It'sokayson,it'sokay"shesaidbrushing

mybackwithherhand

Me:"Ilostconnectionwithmygift"thatcame

outaswhisper

Mom:"Iknowthatthisishardforyoubutcrying

papawon'thelpus.Weneedtofacethiswith

ourheadshelduphigh.Iknowthethoughtof

younotbeingabletoconnectwithyour

ancestorsandgiftscaresyouandit'sscaring

allofusbutwecan'tjustsitaroundweepingno

wehavetofigurethisout"shewasright

Me:"Iwillgotoahealtofoundoutwhat'sgoing

on?"

Mom:"Okayaskyourbrothertocomewithyou"I

shookmyhead



Me:"Lindiwehasthesamegiftasmesoitwill

bewiseifItakewithme,shewillunderstandit

better"shenods

Mom:"Okaythenthistoowillpass"Inodand

walkedtomyroom IfoundLindiwecomingout

ofthebathroom

Lindiwe:"Sthandwasam areyouokay?"Isigh

"that'sstupidofmetoaskyouthatafterwhat

justhappened,I'm sorry"

Me:"NOit'sokayareyoufreethisafternoon?"

shelookedatme

Lindiwe:"Yeswhy?"

Me:"I'm goingtoseeuMakhosi,Iwouldlikeitif

youcamewithme"shesmiled

Lindiwe:"Iwillgowithyou"shesaidthatcoming

tohugme

Me:"Thankyouforbeingherewithme,foryou

tosacrificeyourlifejusttobeherewithmeand



myfamilyitmeansalot"

Lindiwe:"Iwouldn'tbeanywhereelse,Iloveyou

somuch"

Me:"Iloveyou"Ikissedherthereissomething

aboutthatjustgivesmesenseofhopeand

peace

Zizipho

I'm abouttostartworkingtomorrowandthere's

alotgoingoninmylifeIhopedon'tmessupon

myfirstdayatwork.

Luthandowasn'tokayyoucouldseeitinhis

face.

Thefearoftheunknownwasslowlycreepingin

ontohim hewastryingtoohardtohideitbuthe

wasfailingdismally.

Icalledmyparentstoletthem knowwhat's



goingonIdidn'twanttoscarethem sincewe

sleptinmyhousethentheywakeupwithoutus.

Me:"I'm hereforyou"Isaidkissinghischeek"I

willbehereforyouasyouhavebeenforme.I

knowyouarescaredbutyouaretryingtohideit.

I'm yourfianceIcanseeitrightthroughyoubut

Ineedyoutoknowyouarenotalone,on

heavieststormsIwillberightbyyoursidemy

love"heblinkedafewtimes

Luu:"Thankyousomuch"Ihuggedhim tighthe

buriedhisheadonmyneck.

Me:"Everythingwillbefine,wewillallfigureit

out"hesighandwelaidonourbackwithmy

arm underhishead.

Hestaredattheceilingthenlookedatmebiting

hislip

Me:"What?"

Luu:"IknowwhatI'm goingtoaskyouit'shard

butit'sgoingtohelpuswitheverything"



Me:"Whatisit?"Isaidanxiously

Luu:"Iwantyoutotakemethroughallthe

eventsofthedayJuniordied"Iimmediatelyfelt

alumpinmythroat

Me:"Idon'twanttogobacktothatday

Luthando"hesatupstraight

Luu:"Iknowsthandwasam butit'stheonlyway

tofigureoutwhathappenedtoJunior"Ishook

myheadwithtears"OkayokayI'm sorry"he

saidhuggingme

Luu:"I'm sosorry"hekissedmyforeheadIwas

finallyabletocalm down

Me:"OkayIwilltellyou"

Luu:"Youdon'thaveto"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Yousaiditmighthelpus"henodshe

quicklystoodupandlockedthedoor.

Me:"Whyareyoulocking?"

Luu:"Becausethisisaprivateconversation"I



nodandclosedmyeyes

Me:"Uhokay..SothedayJuniorIwassitting

withEntlebythepoolwhenwehadasharp

scream..We...wewenttoinvestigatewhatwas

goingonthat'swhenwefoundJuniorinmy

mom'sarmshewasbleedingfrom hismouth

andnose...I.."Ifelthisarmsaroundme

Luu:"it'sokay,youaresayingtheQueenwas

theonewhohadhim inherarms"Iquicklynod

"Goonwhathappenednext?"

Me:"ThenIwenttokneelnexttohim..Lindiwe

appearedandsaidweshouldbringhim herenot

thehospital"

Luu:"Didshesaywhynotthehospital?"

Me:"Hewasgoingtodie"

Luu:"Andhediedanyway"Icouldfeelhisbreath

changing

Me:"What'sgoingonLuthando?"



Luu:"What'sgoingonhereisJuniorwas

strangledtodeath!Hewasstrangledtodeath!"

Me:"IknowthatLuthandowhyareyouso

workedup?"

Luu:"BecausetheeventssurroundingJunior's

deathareconfusing.IfMpumikilledJuniorthen

whydidLindiwesummonyoutotheroyalhouse

whensheknewthatJuniorwasalreadydead?

Unless"hesaidlookingasifhewasthinking

aboutsomething

Me:"Unlesswhat?"helookedatme

-----
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Mbuso



OnthewaytoseethehealerLindiwewasquiet,

shewasindeepthoughts.

Shehadhereyesoutsidethewindowandher

lefthandonhercheekthentheotheronewas

rightonmyhand.

Ididn'twanttodisturbherthoughtsbecauseI

wasalsodeeponmyownthoughtswondering

what'sgoingon,what'sthereasonforThuso

andSandiletodisappearlikethat.

Apartofmelikeahugepartofmewantusto

bemistakenthatsomeoneisouttogetus.

Becauseitisascarythingtofeartheunknown.

Me:"Whatareyouthinkingabout?"shesigh

Lindiwe:"IhateitwhenIdon'thavecontrolof

things,IfeellikeI'm losingmymindasitis"I

tightenmygriponherhand

Me:"Iknowhowthisfeels,I'm sorryI'm putting

somuchburdenonyou"sheshookherhead



Lindiwe:"Youarenotputtinganyburdenonme

Mbuso,I'm doingthisbecauseIwanttoIwill

alwaysbehereforyou"InodIcan'thelpbut

feelblessedtohaveherrightnow.

Iknowmyfamilyissupportiveofmebutthey

don'tunderstandthegiftIhaveandLindiwe

doessoitfeelsgoodtohavesomeonewho

understandsme.

Theplacewasn'tfarbutwehadtoparkourcar

somewherethenwalkadistancetogettohis

hut.

Wegottothethehutwehadtotakeoffour

shoes.

Hewasbusychantingandburpinghe

instructedustositdownonastrawmat.

Wesatdownheburnedimpephothenplacea

plateinfrom ofus.

ItookthemoneyandplaceitontheplateIdon't

knowwhatotherscallitbutwesayits



"Ukukhanyisa".

Hetookhisbonesandblewsomeaironthem

theninstructedmetodothesameIdid.

Heshookthebagandthrewthem onastraw

matinfrontofhim andstartedburpingand

chanting.

Makhosi:"InkosanailaphaKubaucingaukuba

abadalabakwaNdlovubavaliwe(Theprinceis

herebecauseyouthinktheNdlovuancestors

havebeenblinded)"

Me:"ThokozaGogo"that'swhatwesayin

agreement

Makhosi:"EwekunjaloMfanawam,abaphantsi

bakwaNdlovubavaliwe.Kufikeilifuelinyama

kusapholwakhokwayelizakutshabalalisa(Itis

true,yourancestorshavebeenblinded.There's

adarkcloudoveryourfamilyanditwill

destroy)"IknewIwouldn'tgetastraightanswer

butoursuspicionhasbeenconfirmedindeed



someoneisouttogetus,wehaveanenemy.

Lindiwe:"Isthereanythingwecandotofight

back"Makhosilookedatherintenselytoapoint

thatshebecameuncomfortable

Makhosi:"AwuyenaowakwaNdlovuwena(You

arenotaNdlovu)"

Lindiwe:"Iam---"Icutheroff

Me:"IapologizeforherMakhosi"heshookhis

head

Makhosi:"Izintozizobanzimamfanawam

especiallyforyourbrotherbutyouhavetohave

faith.Golookforyourbonestheydidnotburn"

Me:"IsthereanythingIcoulddotoforthis

persontonotharm mybrother?"

Makhosi:"Youmeanpeople,noeverythingwe

revealitselftoyouwhenthetimeisright"Iwas

justtastingthewatersIknewhewasn'tgoing

tosayanythingmorethanwhathesaid.



Wewerefinishedwiththeconsultationeven

thoughitwasn'tmuchhelpfulbutitwas

something.

Lindiwe:"Thiswasuseless,thisguytookthe

moneyfornothing,hedidn'thelpatall"Isigh

Me:"There'snothingmuchhecouldhavedone

withthissituation,hecan'tconnectwithmy

ancestorsbecausetheyareblinded"

Lindiwe:"Wellwhydidn'thetellustheperson

whoisdoingthis"

Me:"Becausehecan'tseethepersoneither,I

don'twanttotalkaboutthisanymore"it's

frustratingtohavemorequestionsthan

answers.

Luthando

Idon'tknowifmymindisrunningwildor



somethingbutIknowforsureifMpumididn't

killJuniorthenLindiwedid.

ShewasthelastpersontobewithJunior,I

hopeI'm wrongbecausemybrotherlovesthat

girltodeath,youcouldjustseeit.

Ziziphowaslookingatmewaitingformeto

explaineverythingIjustsaidtoher.

It'shardtotellhermysuspicionortheory

becauseshealsoformedagreatfriendship

withLindiwe.

Zizipho:"UnlesswhatMbasa!?"

Me:"UnlessLindiwekilledJunior"shelaughed

Zizipho:"That'sthedumpestthingI'veheardyou

sayeversincewemetsthandwasam"shesaid

stilllaughingbutIdidn't

Me:"I'm seriousZizipho!"shestoppedlaughing

Zizipho:"Whatyouaresayingdoesn'tmake

senseMbuso?WhywouldLindiwekillJunior



whenshedoesn'tevenknowhim?Whatwould

shegainbydoingthat?Theonlypersonwho

killedJuniorisMpumi"IshookmyheadIknow

itwillbehardconvincingher.

Me:"Okayfrom whatIknowMpumiispsychotic,

psychoticpeopledon'tharm kids"

Zizipho:"Areyoudefendingherrightnow?Since

whenareyouapsychologistLuthando?"

Me:"NOI'm notdefendingher,everyoneisa

suspectherewearelookingatthelastpeople

whowerewithJuniorandthepeoplewhohada

motive"shechuckled

Zizipho:"Nowyouaregoingtosaymymom isa

suspecttoo.OkayifyousayLindiwekilledmy

sonexplainthepoisonthatwasonfoundinhis

blood"

Me:"ThatIcannotexplainbuttellmewhyare

youdefendingLindiwesomuch"shelookedat

meindisbelief



Zizipho:"Lindiweisfamilyandmyfriendtooshe

wouldn'tdosuch,shehasnoreason"

Me:"ItseemslikeyouforgotthatMpumiwas

onceyourbestfriendandTshepowasyour

husband,lookatwhattheydidtoyou"Ididn't

wanttousethisbutIhadto

Zizipho:"Youdon'twanttogothereMbasa"she

saidwithtearsglisteninginhereyes

Me:"It'sthetruth"

Zizipho:"I'm leaving"shestoodupandquickly

walkedout

Idon'tknowhowthatescalatedsoquicklybutI

knowmygutisneverwrong.

IthasbeenhourssinceZizipholeftangryItried

callingherbutshewasn'tansweringmycallsI

decidedtoletherbe.

Itwasdinnertime,wewereallgatheredonthe



table.

ImadesureIsitoppositeLindiwetodayIdon't

knowwhybutIneedtoobserveher.

Me:"Mom,Iwanttoasksomethingwhyis

Ziziphonotstayingherewithussincesheismy

chosenwife?"everyonelookedatme

Mom:"Becauseyouarenotmarriedtoheryet"I

nod

Me:"OkayIunderstandthatnooffenseLindiwe

butwhyisshestayingherewithus?"she

chokedonherfoodandMbusolookedatmeI

shruggedmyshoulders.

Mbuso:"Becausethat'sadifferentstoryfrom

yours"

Me:"Differenthowbecauseyouarealsonot

marriedsoIdon'tunderstand"

Dad:"OkayMbasa,Lindiweisseertooherand

Mbusohavetostaytogether"



Me:"Shareabedroom whiletheyarenot

married?"thetablebecamequiet"WellIguess

itmakessensewhythehutburntdown"

Mbuso:"Areyousayingthisismyfault?"

Me:"NOI'm justtellingyouthatyouarenot

doingthingsright.Youonlymetherfamilyonce,

webarelyknownothingaboutherfamily.Ever

sinceshearrivedyouhavebeendistractedyou

can'tfunctionwell.Yourgifthasalwaysbeen

yourpridebutitseemslikenowitdoesn't

matter.Yesbrotherifwesufferrememberit's

onyoueverythingit'syourfault"heclenchedhis

fist

Dad:"STOPIT!"Ijuststoodupandleftthetable

whilemymom yellsmyname.

Me:"Shit!"Icursedundermybreathrealizing

thatIfLindiweisdoingsomethingtomyfamily

thenIjustalertedherthatI'm ontoher.

Me:"I'm sostupid!"



Twoweekslater

Kopano

ThingsbetweenMnqophisoandIwerestillthe

same.

WearestillsleepingtogetherandI'm falling

deeplyforhim buthim ontheothersidehejust

enjoyssexwithme.

TodayI'm workingamorningshiftandI'm not

readyforwork.

MyfriendshipwithKuhleit'snotthesame

anymoreIdon'tunderstandwhyshehates

MnqosomuchIwishshecouldjustunderstand

thatIlovehim andsupportmethenifIgethurt

Iwilllearnfrom thatmistakemyself.

Idragmyselftothebathroom andtooka

shower.



WhenIwasdoneIwentbacktomyroom to

lotionmybody.

Itookthetoiletrybagandtookmylotionthen

myeyeslandedonasealedpackoftamponsI

swallowed.

IwenttoKuhle'sroom andIdidn'tevenknock

Kuhle:"Andwhoischasingyou?"shesaid

lookingatme.

Me:"UhhowlonghasitbeensinceZizipho's

cleansingceremony?"shelookedatmeweirdly

Kuhle:"Aboutsixwhy?"

Me:"AndhowlonghaveitbeensinceImet

Mnqophisohere?"

Kuhle:"I'm notyourcalendaryouknow.It'sbeen

fourweeks"myheadstartedspinning"Areyou

okay?"Iquicklynodandwentbacktomyroom,

IlookedatmycalendarIwassupposedtohave

myperiodthreeweeksago



Me:"GodNo!"Isaidsinkingonthefloorwith

tears.

----

Don'tworryguysIwilltypeasmanyinsertsasI

cantomakeupforallthedaysIwasn'tposting

Insert46

Mbuso

Idon'tknowwhatgotintomybrotherIknowwe

areallconfusedaboutwhat'sgoingonbuthe

hasnorighttosayeverythingismyfaultand

blameLindiwe.

IcouldseethatLindiwewashurtbywhatmy

brothersaid.

Thetablewasengulfedwithsilent,Idon't

understandthesuddenthislikemybrotherhas



forLindiweandhowIdothingsit'snoneofhis

business.

Mom:"ApartofwhatMbasasaidwastruelikeit

ornot.Youweren'tsupposetosharea

bedroom withLindiweuntilsheisabrideinthis

home"

Dad:"Andweshouldn'thaveletthathappen,it's

allonus"

Idon'tthinktheyunderstandwhatIfeeltowards

Lindiweandaritualwasdoneforher,the

ancestorsrecognizeherasoneofus.

WeallresidetoourbedroomsandLindiwewas

awfullyquiet.

Me:"Areyouokay?"shesighandwipedher

tearsIdidn'tevennoticethatshewascrying.

Me:"BabeI'm sosorryaboutthat"

Lindiwe:"Ifeellikeyourbrotherisquestioning

myidentitysomehowdidIdosomething



wrong?"Ishookmyheadandquicklyengulfed

herinmyarms.

Me:"NObabe,Mbasaislikethatwhenhehasno

controloverthings"

Lindiwe:"Idon'tthinkthat'sitatall,yourbrother

neverlikedme"IsighIdon'twanttobecaught

betweenherandmybrother.

Me:"Let'sjustrelaxweareallstressedhere,we

can'tbefightingeachotherweneedeachother"

shechuckled

Lindiwe:"Tellthattoyourbrother"shewalkedto

thebathroom Isigh.

Zizipho

It'sbeentwoweekssinceIstartedworkingand

mycoworkersaregoodpeople.

Theyreallydoworkasateam everythingis



goingsmoothlyatwork.

Butmypersonallifeisamessit'sbeentwo

weekssincemeandLuthandohadafalloutI'm

notdoingwellImisshim somuchbutIdidn't

likehowheaccusedLindiwe.

ThisweekendLorenzoiscomingtopay

damagesforimpregnatingEntleandmy

parentswerejusthappythatheisbeinga

responsibleman.

Entle'sbellyisstartingtoshowshelookscute.

Entle:"Youmisshim don'tyou?"Ilookedather

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Entle:"Don'tactdumbZizipho,ifyoumisshim

whydon'tyoutexthim?"

Me:"NOhowcouldyouheaccuseLindiwelike

that"sheshookherheadandlookedatme

Entle:"Thesameyouareaccusing

Nompumelelo"Ilookedather



Me:"EntleIhaveeveryreasontoaccuseMpumi"

Entle:"Andhedoesn'thavereasontoaccuse

Lindiwe?Didyouevenlistentoreasonofwhy

hesaidwhathesaidaboutLindiweoryoujust

jumpedintodefendingLindiwejustbecause

sheisyourfriend?Luthandoisyourfiance

Ziziphoyoulistentoeachotherwhenone

speakandreasonwitheachother.Hehasbeen

thereforyouonyourworsetimes,hecriedwith

youandlaughedwithyou.Andthentheminute

hesayssomethingaboutyourfriendyoumet

fewsecondsago,youjumpandtakeherside.

Whataboutallthosemomentshehasbeenon

yoursidedidyoujustforgotabouteverysingle

ofthem?"Iswallowedwithtearsglisteningin

myeyesassoonasIrealizethatInevergave

him achancetoexplainbutIjustjumpedthe

gun.

Entle:"I'm yoursisterandI'm notgoingtolieto

you,youarethewrongonehere.Luthando



mightbeneedingyouandhereyouareturning

hisbackonhim justlikethat"Iquicklystoodup

andputonmyshoes.

IwasabouttogetoutofthedoorwhenIran

backtoherandkissedhercheek

Me:"ThankyouIloveyou"shegiggled

Entle:"Iloveyoutoo,justgetyourmanback"I

ranpassingmyparents

Mom:"Areyouokay?"sheyelledIputmythumb

upassignthatI'm fineshelaughed.

IdrovetotheManziniKingdom andIbumped

intoLindiweshewastalkingtosomeoneon

phonecall

Lindiwe:"Don'tworryIgotthis"sheturnedand

smiledthenendedherphonecall"HeyZee"

Me:"HeyI'm lookingforLuthando,ishein!?"she

nods

Lindiwe:"Ithinkso,Iwillseeyou"shequickly



walkedaway.

IjustcontinuedwithwhatIcameherefor

Ma:"Zipho"shesaidthrilled

Me:"HelloMa,areyouokay?"shesigh

Ma:"Everythingisamessmychildwewilltalk

abouteverythinglateron.Gofindhim hewillbe

happytoseeyou"Iquicklynodandwalkedto

hisroom Iknocked

Luu:"Comein!"Islowlyopenedthedoor,hewas

standingbythewindownotevenlookingwho

justcamein"Youcanputthefoodontopofthe

dresserthenleave"hethoughtIwasoneofthe

maidssincewhendoesheeatinhisroom.

Me:"Sincewhendoyoueatinyourroom"he

quicklyturned

Luu:"Babe!"Ismiledandwenttoattackhim

withthehug.

Me:"I'm sorry"hepickedmeupIwrappedmy



legsonhiswaist.

Luu:"Itdoesn'tmatteryouareherenow"he

walkedwithmetohisbedandgentlyplacedme

onmyback.

Welookedateachotherandsmiled.

Me:"Imissedyou"

Luu:"Imissedyoutoo"hesaidthenkissedmeI

wouldlovesomemakeupsexrightnowbutwe

needtotalk.

Imoanedandpulledawayfrom thekissthen

satuphesatinfrontofme.

Me:"I'm sosorrythatIleftwithoutlisteningto

youthatisnothowthingsworkbetweenus.I

justwanttoknowwhyyouthinkshedidit?"he

didit.

Luu:"Idon'tunderstandthepoisonpart.Ithink

Lindiweisanenemyandhasmanagedto

manipulatemyancestorsthenblindedthen.



YesImightbewrongaboutherbutthenagain

mygutistellingmeanotherstory.Lindiwe

arrivedthenJuniordied.IfJuniorwasalready

deadinyourhouseandtherewasnothingshe

coulddotosavehim thenwhydidshesummon

him totheroyalhousewhilesheknewhewas

alreadydeadifyourecallyoutoldthatwhenyou

tookhim tothecarhispulsewasweakbut

there.WhatifsheknewthatJuniorwould

survivethepoisonanddecidedtofinishhim off.

EversinceshearrivedSandileandThuso

disappeared.NotallthatMbusohaslost

connectionwithhisgifteversincehestarted

sleepingwithher.Wedon'tevenknowmuch

abouther,ourancestorshaven'tevenconfirm

thatsheisMbuso'schosenwife.Whoknows

whatshedidinthosedaysshespentinthehut"

Iswallowedbecausewhathejustsaidwas

mouthful

Me:"Youcouldberightbutwhataboutthe



poison"somehowIfeelalumpinmythroatI

can'ttakeanotherbetrayal,whydoeseveryone

nearmeendupbetrayingmeintheworse

possibleway

Luu:"Theonlywaytofoundoutisifweconfront

Mpumi"

Me:"Mpumiwillneversayshedidit"

Luu:"Wewillseeaboutthat"thatsentmechills

Me:"Idon'tlikethesoundofthat"hepulledme

tohisarms

Luu:"Trustme"

Me:"Itrustyou"hekissedmyforehead

Kopano

Iwassittinginthebathroom infrontoffour

positivetestsitisconfirmedthatI'm indeed



pregnant.

IhavecalledMnqotocomeIhearhim talking

withsomeoneinthelivingroom Iknewitwas

Kuhle.

Ihopeshedoesn'tsayanythingtomakehim

leaveoroffendhim.

Iquicklystandupandwalkedoutofthe

bathroom.

Mnqowasstandinginfrontofher,therewas

barelyanyspacebetweenthem.

Helookedatherasifshewassometypeof

treasure,helookedatherinawayhenever

lookedatme.

Kuhlehadherhandsfoldedacrossherchest

shewaslookingathim deadintheeye.

ThesightalonegavemechestpainsIcleared

mythroatKuhlelookedatme.

Kuhle:"keepyourboyfriendinchecknx!"she



saidthatandwalkedtoherroom.

Me:"Whathappened?"heshruggedhis

shoulders

Mnqo:"Nothing,youdidn'tsoundokaywhat

happened?"Isigh

Me:"Canwetalkinmyroom?"heshookhis

head

Mnqo:"What'sgoingon?"Itookthepregnancy

testsoutofmypockethelookedatit

Me:"I'm pregnant"helookedatmethenthe

pregnancytestthenmystomach,hestretched

hishead

Mnqo:"Howfarareyou?"

Me:"IfyougoingtosayImustabortthenI'm not

doingit"hechuckledandsatdown

Mnqo:"YouthinkIwillaskyoutokillmyown

child,notallofusaredickheads.Iknewthat

youwerepregnantbeforeyouevenknew"



Me:"What?Youimpregnatedmeonpurpose"he

shookhishead

Mnqo:"I'm notselfishKopano,Isawhowyour

nippleshavebecomedarkerthannormal,your

nosehasgrownandlastlyIam doctor"

Me:"Sowhatnow?"

Mnqo:"Youaregoingtobeamotherofmychild,

wewillco-parent.RightnowIjustneedtocome

cleantomyparents"hesaidthatandlookedon

Kuhle'sdoorormaybeI'm justparanoid.

------

Iwillbedroppinganotherinsertlateron

Insert47

Zizipho

ThethoughtofLindiwebeingthereasonJunior



diedkillsme,shehasseenhowdifficulthis

deathwasforme,howitbrokeme.

Shewascomfortingmeonmyworsedays.

Ifsheisreallyresponsibleforhisdeaththen

shemoreevilandtwistedthanMpumi.

Myheartdoesn'twanttobelievethatshecould

becapableofsuchbutwhatLuthandohasbeen

sayingmakessense.

Mymindhasbeenalsobestuckinthatphone

shewasmakingbutIcouldn'tevenhearher

becauseIwasintherushtofixthingswith

Luthando.

"Don'tworryIgotthis"herwordskeptplayingin

myheadlikeabrokenrecord.

Ikeptwonderingwhosheis?andwhatwasshe

talkingaboutwhenshesaidthat?Whowasshe

talkingabout?

Luu:"Youarestressingagain?"Isighlookingat



him.

Me:"It'sjustthatifLindiweisreallyresponsible

forwhat'shappening,sheisnotworkingaloneI

headhertalkingtosomeonetellingthem she

haseverythingundercontrol"

Luu:"Whatelsedidshesay?"Ishruggedmy

shoulders

Me:"Shenoticedmethenendedthecall"

Luu:"Andthatisgivingusmoresuspicion"

Me:"HaveyoutoldMbusothis?"hequickly

shookhishead

Luu:"IfItellmybrotheraboutthis,hewon't

easilybelieveheisinlovewithLindiwe.Ialso

don'twanttofightwithhim andwhatifI'm

wrongaboutthis"

Me:"IunderstandthatifLindiweisresponsible

foreverythingshewillbeexposedanditwill

breakMbusohereallydoesloveher"hestood



upandputonhisshoes.

Me:"Whereareyougoing?"

Luu:"TomakeLindiwebelievethatI'm notonto

heraboutwhat'sgoingon,comewithme"he

saidstretchinghishandtomeItookit.

Me:"Huhohokay"wewalkedtowardsMbuso's

house,yesMbusohasahouseintheyardeven

Mbasahasalandherebecausetheycouldn't

buildahouseherewhilehedidn'tstaywithhis

family.

WeknockedthedooropeneditwasMbuso.

Luu:"Canwecomein?"hemods

Mbuso:"Yeahsure"hewaspleasedtosee

MbasaIguessit'sbecauseofwhathesaidto

Lindiwe,LuuwasrightMbusowouldn'tbelieve

anythingsaidagainstLindiwe.

Wesatonthecouchhishousewasreally

beautiful.



Mbuso:"It'snicetoseeyouZee"

Me:"I'm gladtoseeyou"Lindiwewasn'tinsight

Luu:"IsLindiwearound?"Mbusochuckled

Mbuso:"Why?Doyouwanttoinsultheragain

andblameusforeverythingthatisgoingwrong

here?"Mbasashookhishead

Luu:"NOthat'swhyI'm hereIwanttoapologize"

Lindiweappearsfrom thebedrooms.

IcouldfeelmyheartbeatingfastI'm tryingso

hardnottojumponherrightnow.

Lindiwe:"Heyguys"shesaidsmilingwegreeted

back

Mbuso:"MylovesitMbasahassomethingto

saytous"shelookedatMbasaandsatdown

nexttoMbusooppositeme

Luu:"LindiweIjustwanttoapologizefor

everythingIsaidtoyoutheotherdayIdidn't

meananythingIsaid.ThatdayIarguedwith



ZiziphoIwasfrustratedandyouguysbecame

victimsofmyfrustration"hesoundedso

sincereandshesmiled

Lindiwe:"It'sokayIunderstand,I'm gladthatyou

guysfixedthings"Icouldseeshebelieved

everythinghesaidafterhemadesurehe

soundssosincere.

Luu:"MbusoI'm sosorrybruh"

Mbuso:"It'sokayweallhavethosedaysI'm glad

yourealizedthatyouwerewrongand

apologized"Mbasanods

Lindiwe:"Iwaspreparinglunch,youguyscan

stay?"

Me:"IthoughtSundaylunchareforwhole

family"sheswallowed

Lindiwe:"Iwasjusttryingtospoilmyhusband"

morelikedistancinghim from hisfamilysucha

bitch



Luu:"That'sniceI'm gladmybrotherhasyouas

hischosenone"theybothsmiledifIstayany

longerIwillpuke.

Me:"Iwishwecouldstaybutwearejoiningthe

familyit'satradition.Youguyscanstaythou

I'm suretheywillunderstand"shenods

Luu:"Wewillseeyouguyslater"

Mbuso:"Seeyouguys,thankyoubro"henods

andwewalkedout.

Me:"Thatbitch!"hiseyespopped

Luu:"Youneverswear"

Me:"Sheisasnake,don'tyouseewhatsheis

tryingtodo?"

Luu:"Iknowbabe,thisisthereasonweneedto

seeMpumi"Inod.

Kopano



Mnqophisoleftandhegavemeclearly

instructionsthattomorrowheistakingmetoa

gynecologist.

Icouldn'tgettheimageofhowhewaslooking

atKuhlebutIwasbeingparanoidhere.

I'm themotherofhischildhewilleventuallyfall

formeandbewithme.

Me:"Youaregoingtobethemostbeautiful

princess"Isaidbrushingmybelly.

Eventhoughthatthispregnancywasn'tplanned,

I'm gladIam pregnantMnqowillsoonrealize

thatmeandhim aremeanttobetogetherthat

iswhyIfellpregnantforhim.

Iwassittinginthecouchlookingatsomebaby

clothesinmyphonetheyseem prettyadorable.

Kuhle:"Whyareyousmilingalone?"Ichuckled

andlookedather

Me:"BecauseI'm pregnant"hereyesbecame



widerandyoucouldseetheshockinhereyes

Kuhle:"Youarepregnant?"Inod

Me:"Yes"

Kuhle:"Uhwowokayhowdoyoufeelaboutit?"

shesaidsittingnexttome

Me:"I'm okayhonestly,there'snothingtobe

doneandMnqophisoisbeingsupportive"

Kuhle:"Ohreally"shesaidraisinghereyebrows.

Me:"Yes,youwerewrongabouthim Kuhle.He

isagreatguyandheiswillingtobeafatherto

ourbaby"shesmiled

Kuhle:"Idon'twanttobustyourbubblesoifthe

guymakesyouhappythenIwillsupportyoubut

thatdoesn'tmeanIshouldlikehim.Aslongas

heiswillingtostepupandsupportyou"

Me:"ThankyouKay"shenodsandfocusedon

herphone.

WestartedwatchingTVandshestoodupshe



leftherphone.

Iquicklytookanditwaseasytoknowher

patternwefriendsafterall.

Ilookedthroughittherewasnothinginteresting

otherthanscriptsandquotesfrom theBible.

Herpictureswerejustfewofherandour

friends.

Whatsapptherewasnothinginterestingother

thanchurchgroupsandallthepeopleIalready

knowIquicklylockedit.

Iwasrelievedthatnothingconnectedherwith

Mnqo.

Shecameandsatnexttomeherphonebeeped

shesmiled.

Kuhle:"Zeeisinvitingusnextweekend,there'sa

familypayingdamagesforEntle'spregnancy"

Me:"What?!Entleispregnant?"sheraisedher

eyebrows



Kuhle:"Yessheispregnantyoudidn'tknow?"I

shookmyhead

Me:"NOIdidn't"

Kuhle:"Entletoldusinourwhatsappgroup,well

it'snotlikeyouwouldknowyouaretoofocused

onyourboyfriend.Soyeahweareinvited"

Me:"Whyareyoulikethis?Doyouperhapswant

Mnqoforyourselfordoyouguyshavea

past?"shelaughed

Kuhle:"Whatdoyoutakemefor?ifhewasthe

lastmanonearthIwouldstaysingleforever"

Me:"Thenwhydoyouhatehim?"sheshookhis

head

Kuhle:"Hateisastrongword.Ijustdon'tlikethe

guy"

Me:"Youdon'thaveapastwithhim?"

Kuhle:"WhatpossiblepastcouldIhavewiththat

jerk?"shesaidcoolly



Me:"Heisnotajerk!"

Kuhle:"Okay"shestoodupandwalkedtoher

room.

Mbuso

I'm gladthatMbasahasapologizedtousIhate

buttingheadswithmybrother

Soaslongaseverythingisokaybetweenhim

andLindiweI'm happy.

Mymotherwasn'tpleasedwithusnotspending

Sundaylunchwiththem,shewasmorehurt

thananything.

Lindiwe:"Idon'tunderstandwhyyourmom

actedlikethatImeanwealsoneedsomealone

time"

Me:"NotonSundays"sherolledhereyes

Lindiwe:"Ifeellikeyourfamilydoesn'tlikeme

thatmuchfirstitwasyourbrothernowit'syour



mom"

Me:"Butmybrotherapologizedtous,mymom

iswithinherrightstofeelthatway"

Lindiwe:"Yourmothershouldunderstandthat

youareagrownmanyouwillneedtostartyour

ownfamilynotwineanddinewiththem allthe

time"Ishookmyheadindisbelief

Me:"Myparentswillalwaysbemyparents

Lindiwe,theywillalwayscomefirstandIthink

youshouldrespectthatandtheirrulestoo"I

thinkthatcaughtheroffguard

Lindiwe:"Mbuso!"

Me:"NoLindiwewewereinthewronghereand

inthishousewerespectoureldersifyour

parentsdidn'tteachyouthatthenIwillgladly

dothatforthem"sheswallowedImightlove

herbutthatdoesn'tmeanIwillallowsuch

Lindiwe:"I'm sorryIdidn'tmeantomakeyou

upsetordisrespectyourparentsIjustwanted



tohavesometimewithyou"

Me:"Ifyouwantsometimewithmethen

chooseanydaynotSundays"shenods

Lindiwe:"UnderstoodI'm sorryagain"

Me:"Nowlet'sdiscusssomethingserious,since

youaremychooseone.Youdoknowthatour

ancestorsareconnected?"Idon'tknowwhy

didn'tIthinkofthisbefore

Lindiwe:"YesIknowthat"

Me:"SoifmyancestorsareblindedI'm allowed

toconnectwithyoursandconsultthem right?"

Lindiwe:"What?"Iraisedmyeyebrow

Me:"what'swrong?"

Lindiwe:"Nothingbutit'sbecauseMakhosisaid

youwereblindedtoo"

Me:"I'm blindedtoconsultmyancestors,he

didn'tsayyourstoomaybeifItrytoconsult

yoursImightgetsomeanswers"



Lindiwe:"uhokay"

------

Guyssincewehadaheavystorm lastweekit

destroyedelectricitywires,cablesandpoleswe

don'thaveelectricityyetbutIhavemanagedto

chargemyphoneinasolarinourneighbors.

Soit'shardtopostforyou

Insert48

Luthando

Ihatefeelingthispowerless,notonlyisLindiwe

amurdersheisaveditivewitch,sheistryingto

keepmybrotherawayfrom myfamilyandIfeel

likesheisplanningsomething.

Ilookedatmybabywhoispeacefulsleepingon

thepassengersit.



Sheistiredeverythingisdrainingher,sheis

tryingtobestrongbutthisisasensitivematter.

Somebodywetrustedmightberesponsiblefor

ourson'sdeaththat'saheavything.

IhopeMbusoseeswhatkindofaperson

Lindiweisrealissoonbecauseifnotweare

doomed.

Isoftlyshookmyfiancesheslowlyopenedher

eyes.

Me:"Weareherebabe"sherubbedhereyesand

sigh"It'sokayifyoudon'twannagoin"she

shookherhead

Zizipho:"LasttimeIwashereIwasreadyto

murdersomeoneIevenforgotalltheworse

memoriesthathappenedinthishouse"Iheld

herhand

Me:"YoucanwaitherewhileIgoin"sheshook

herhead



Zizipho:"Iwillgowithyou"

Me:"Areyousure?Imean.."shegavean

assurancesmile

Zizipho:"Let'sgo!"wegotoutofthecarand

walkedtowardsthehouse,sheclenchedmore

onmyhandwhenweapproachedthefrontdoor

Ilookedather

Me:"Breath"shenodsandIrangthebell.

Afewminutesthedooropenedshewas

shockedtoseeus.

Mpumi:"Zizipho"shesaidlookingatherforthe

firsttimeshewasn'tgivingheramurderous

look.

Zizipho:"Mpumi"thatcameoutinaplaceof

fearbutshekeptittogether.

Mpumi:"Uhcomein"Ziziphosighbeforewegot

in,shelookedaroundIwasobserving

everythingshedoesbecauseIdidn'twanther



tobeuncomfortable.

Wesatdownandsilenceengulfedtheroom

Mpumikepttappingherfeetonthefloor

Tshepowasnowhereinsightthat'sgood.

Mpumi:"Sowhat'sgoingonhere?Whatareyou

guysdoinghere?"thatwasactuallynicecoming

from her.

Me:"Weneedyourhelp"shechuckled

Mpumi:"WhatcanIpossiblyhelpyouwith?Me

helpingyou?"shesaidlaughingZizipho

chuckled

Zizipho:"Actuallyweareheretosaveyourass

Mpumisodon'tbecocky"

Mpumi:"Savemyassfrom whatexactly?"

Me:"ThewordhasitthatyoukilledJunior,did

youknowthatJuniorwaspoisoned?"she

gaspedinshockfrom myskillofreadingpeople

shewasn'tshocked,thebodylanguagesaidit



all,thechangeinherbreath.

Mpumi:"What?YouthinkIkilledJuniorIwould

neverdothat"

Zizipho:"Sayssomeonewhotriedtopoisonher

stepmother,poisonitsyourthing"wedidn't

wanttorevealthestranglingpart.

Mpumi:"IknowI'm aterriblepersonbutI'm not

achildkiller"

Zizipho:"Youwillexplainthattothepolicethen"

sheshookherhead

Mpumi:"Iswearonmymother'sgraveIdidn't

killJunior,Ididn'tpoisonhim"shesaidcrying

Zizipho:"Idon'tbelieveyou"

Mpumi:"Iwasn'teventherewhenJuniordied

Zizipho,rememberTshepopickedmeupthe

nightbefore"Zizipholookedatme

Me:"Okaythenwebelieveyou"shequickly

huggedZizipho



Mpumi:"IswearIdidn'tdoit"Ziziphowas

dumbfoundedshedidn'tknowwhattodo

Zizipho:"Uhokay"shesaidwigglingherself

from her

Mpumi:"I'm sorry"Tshepowalkedhewas

surprisedtoseeus

Tshepo:"What'sgoingonhere?Mpumiareyou

okay?"shequicklynodsandwipedhertears

Mpumi:"I'm finebabe"

Tshepo:"Thenwhywereyoucryingdidtheyhurt

you?"shequicklyshookherhead

Mpumi:"NoNotheydidn'tdoanythingtome,

meandZiziphowerejustmakingpeaceabout

everythingthathappenedbetweenusIjustgot

emotional"whyisshelyingtohim butI'm glad

sheislying?

Zizipho:"Uhyesthat'sitwewillleavenow"I

lookedatherconfusedshewenttoMpumiand



huggedher

Me:"Haveagreatafternoon"helookedatus

dumbfoundedwewalkedout

Me:"What'sgoingon?"Isaidaswegotinside

thecar

Zizipho:"Mpumididn'tkillJuniorbutsheknows

somethingTshepogotinbeforeshecouldsay

it"

Me:"That'swhyshouldsheliedtohim"she

nods

Zizipho:"WeneedtogetMpumitosaywhatever

sheknowsandI'm scaredofthetruth"

Mbuso

ItriedconnectingwithLindiwe'sancestorsbutI

couldn'tthatdidn'tmakesenseatallIcan'tbe

blindedfrom bothsidessomethingisgoingon

hereandIdon'tlikeit.



LindiwealsoseemedconfusedIdecidedtogo

forawalkjusttoclearmyheadIdidn'tknow

whereIwasgoingbutIfoundmyselfinfrontof

Makhosi'shut.

Agirlwalkedtomeandtouchedmyshoulder.

Girl:"Areyouokay?"Ilookedather

Me:"I'm okayisMakhosiin?"sheshookher

Girl:"Unfortunatelyheisnothere,hehasan

emergencytoattend"Inod

Me:"ThankyounowIwillleave"Isaidthat

walkingaway

"Mntungwa"Iturneditwasthesamegirl

Me:"Howdoyouknowme?"

Girl:"Everyoneknowsyou"

Me:"That'snottrue"shechuckled

Girl:"IwouldsuggestthatyouwaitforMakhosi"

Ilookedatherconfused



Me:"Why?"

Girl:"Becausenoteverythinginyourlifeisblack

andwhite,nowIwillattendmydutiesplease

waitforMakhosiyouweresummonedherefor

areason"Inodandwatchedherwalkawaythen

Idecidedtofollowher

Me:"Ididn'tcatchyourname?"sheturned

around

Girl:"What?"

Me:"What'syourname?"shelookedatmefora

while

Girl:"Lindiwe"Ilookedather

Me:"What?WhatdoyoumeanyouareLindiwe?"

shelookedatmeconfused

Girl:"Whatkindofaquestionisthat?"

Me:"Myfiance'snameisLindiwe"

Girl:"Peopledosharenames"shesaidthat

walkingawayIlookedatheruntilshe



disappeared

Me:"Lindiwe?"Idon'tknowwhyhersharinga

namewithmyfiancegavemeanunsettling

feeling.

IdecidedtoleavebecausewaitingforMakhosi

wasdrivingmecrazyIkeptthinkingaboutthis

girl.

Idrovebackhomesomethingwastellingmeto

gobackbutIdidn't.

IgothomeLindiwemyfiancetomakethings

clearwasonthesexiestlingeriesheprepared

dinnerandeverythingforus.

Me:"Hey"Isaidkissingherandlookedaround

"Thisisbeautiful"shesmiled

Lindiwe:"Doyouwanttoeatdinnerfirstor

dessert"shesaidcaressingherexposedthigh

Me:"Dessertwoulddorightnow"Isaidkissing

herthenpickedherup.



Shewrappedherlegsaroundmywaistandwe

walkedtoourroom.

Igentleplacedherontopofthebedandripped

offherlingeriemybodywasheatingupIlonged

forherIcouldn'tevencontrolmyself.

Isqueezedherbreakfasttheywereaperfectfit

formyhand.

Shehelpedmeoutofmyt-shirtandtrousers.

Me:"Iwantyousobad?"Isaidheavilybreathing

Lindiwe:"Iknow"shesaidsmashingherlips

againstmine.

Igotinbetweenherthighsandranmyfingerin

herclitshewasdrippingwetshewasreadyfor

me.

"Don'tdoit"thatgirl'svoiceechoedinmyearI

froze

Lindiwe:"Babe!Mbuso!"Ilookedher

Me:"Huh?"



Lindiwe:"Iloveyou"hearinghersaythatputme

backinthezonewewereat.

Thatwasitweendedupmakinglovethrough

outthenight

Thefollowingday

Zizipho

IhadtowakeupandgotoworktodayItriedto

callMpumibutherphonewasoffIknew

somethingwasoff.

Ihadsomuchworktodothiswasmyfirstcase

inthiscompanyIhavetomakesureeverything

goesrightandInailit.

SoIhavetoforgetalittlebitaboutmy

problemsbackathomesothatIcould

concentrateonmywork.

Trevor:"It'stimetoknockoffZee"hesaidheis



oneofmycolleagues

Me:"Ihavesomuchworktodo"

Trevor:"Youdidn'tgoforlunchtooyouneed

somerest"Ichuckled

Me:"Don'tworryaboutmeIwillbefine"henods

andleftmetowork.

ItoldLuthandothatIwasworkingtilllatehe

waspleasedbuthehadnochoice.

AtleastIwasdrivingmyselftoworkhewon't

havetopickmeup.

Idecidedtoknockoffat9Ibidfarewelltothe

securityandwalkedtomycarthenunlockedit.

Igotinandsomeonegotonthepassengersit.

Me:"Whatthehellgetoutofmycar!"but

insteadthepersonpointedagunatme

"Drive!"

Me:"Lindiwe?!!"shewashidingherfaceundera



balaclavaanddressedlikeaman

Lindiwe:"DriveZiziphoorIwillblowyourbrains"

IlookedaroundbutIcouldn'tseeanyofthe

guardsthatfollowsmetowork

Lindiwe:"Lookforyourguardsprincesstheyare

nothere,theyaredead,nowdrive"Iknewshe

meantbusinessIdrove

Me:"Whereareyoutakingme?"

Lindiwe:"Don'tworryaboutthatprincess"

Me:"Whyareyoudoingthis?"myheartwas

poundingIcouldfeelmytearsthreateningto

fall

Lindiwe:"Youwillsoonknow"

Me:"Whydidyoukillmyson!"shelaughedshe

wasn'tthesweetLindiweImet

Lindiwe:"Stopaskingstupidquestionsand

drive"wedrovetotheoutskirtsofthetown

wherewechangedcarsandabandonedmine.



Allalongtherewasacarfollowingussheisnot

alonethere'sabsolutelynothingIcoulddo.

Me:"YouwillpayforthisLindiwe!!"shelaughed.

Wepulledoveratanexcludedcabinitwasvery

farfrom townitwasinthemiddleofsome

trees.

Thetwoguysshewaswithdraggedmeinside

thecabinasshefollowedusandwiggled

myselffrom them andwentstraighttoLindiwe

thenpunchedherrepeatedlytheypulledme

from her,shewasbleedingfrom thenose

Lindiwe:"Psychoticbitch"sheslappedme

Me:"WhenIgetoutofhereIwillkillyouIswear

onJunior'sgrave"

Lindiwe:"Takeheraway"theydraggedmetoa

room andshovedmeonthefloorthenlooked

thedoor.

IheardsomeonesniffingIbroughtmyeyesI



gasped

Me:"OhmyGodMpumi!!"Isaidgettingcloserto

hershewaschainedonasteelbedshewas

terriblybruised

Me:"Whathappened?Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Isaidwithtearsstreamingdownmyface,she

lookedatmeandbrokedown.

Idon'tknowwhyIquicklyhuggedherif

anythingIshouldbehappytoseeherlikethis

butI'm hurtinstead.

Me:"It'sokay"Iheardsomeoneclappingtheir

handsIturned

Tshepo:"Thisisanicereunionsisters

comfortingeachother"nowordscouldexplain

howIwasfeeling,Lindiwewasstandingright

nexttohim.

Lindiwe:"BigbrotherIwouldliketostaybutI

havetoheadbacktoManziniKingdom"



Tshepo:"Okaytakecareofyourselfbabysis"he

kissedherforeheadshesmirkedatmethen

walkedout.

Brother?Sister?.

Insert49

Luthando

Icouldn'tsleepIkepttossingandturninguntil3

am Iguessit'sbecauseZiziphodidn'tcallwhen

shepromised.

Itriedcallingherbutherphonetookmestraight

tovoicemail.

Apartofmeknewthatshemustbetiredafter

workingafterhours.

Idecidedtowakeupandgotomysister'sroom

IknowthisisgoingtopisshertothecorebutI

needherhelp.

IknockedafewtimesuntilIsawthelights



flickingwhichwasasigntocomein.

SoIdidshewascoveredundertheblanketsI

sigh

Me:"Unathi"shekeptquiet"UNATHI!"she

groanedandpeekherheadout

Unathi:"Areyouawitch?Whyareyouawakeat

thistime?"

Me:"IneedEntle'snumber"shelookedatme

withhereyebrowfrowned

Unathi:"Why?"

Me:"BecauseIcan'tgetaholdofmyfiance"she

sigh

Unathi:"Whynotcallhertwin!?"Isigh

Me:"Becauseheisatworknotathome"she

handedmehercellphone.

Imadeacallfrom herphoneshegavemea

lookIknewshewantedmetogetoutbutIsat

onherbedinstead.



Entle'sphonerangafewtimesbeforeshe

pickeditup

Entle:"Hello"shesoundedsleepy

Me:"HeyEntleit'sLuucanIspeaktoyour

sister?"

Entle:"What?Ziziphoiswithyouthou"Icould

feelmyheartpoundingsohardagainstmy

chest

Me:"Whatdoyoumeansheiswithme?"Unathi

satupstraightandlookedatmewitha

questioninglook.

Entle:"Shedidn'tcomebacksowefiguredshe

waswithyou"

Me:"Youfigure?Youdidn'tbothercheckingif

shewasreallywithme"angerwasan

understatementtowhatIwasfeelingrightnow.

Entle:"What'sgoingonLuthando?"Icouldfeel

thepanicinhervoiceIjusthungup



Unathi:"Mbasa"Ilookedather

Me:"Ziziphodidn'tgohomeandherfamily

thoughtshewasherewithme"

Unathi:"Doyouthinksomethinghappenedto

her"Ishootheralook

Me:"Iwillgolookforher"Isaidgettingoutof

herroom.

IputonmytracksuitsonandwenttoMbuso's

house.

IknockedforthelongesttimeIwasaboutto

leavewhenthedooropened.

Lindiwe:"Mbasa!Whatareyoudoinghere?"I

guessshewassurprisedtoseemethereinthat

timeofthenight

Me:"WhereisMbuso?"

Lindiwe:"Sleeping"thatwasweirdMbusoisan

awol

Me:"Canyouwakehim up?"shenodsand



disappearedinthebedroom.

Fewmomentslatershecamebackwithhim.

Helookedsosleepyanddisorientedhekept

stumblingashewalkedtowardsthedoor.

Mbuso:"Mbasa?Whyareyouawakeatthis

time?"Ilookedathim hewasevenyawning

Me:"Canyoucomewithme?"

Mbuso:"Comewithyou?MbasaI'm sotiredand

whatcouldbemoreimportantthanmysleep?"

Me:"Ziziphoismissing"

Lindiwe:"Ziziphoiswhat?"shesaidtoo

surprisedformylikingandmybrotherwasn't

evenpayingattentionhehadhiseyesclosed

andleanedagainstthewall,Lindiwelookedat

him andsigh.

Lindiwe:"I'm sorryabouthim,heoverdoseon

sleepingpillsIguesswhat'sgoingonwithhim

andhisgiftit'stoomuchforhim"Ijustnodthen



left.

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwithhim but

there'ssomethinggoingon.

ButfirstIneedtofindZiziphosheiswhat's

important.

Idrovetoherworkplace,aparttimewished

thatshedozedoffwhilestillworkingbutIknew

somethingbeyondthathasoccurred.

WhenIarrivedtherewerepolice,ambulance

andjournalistsIcouldfeelmyheartdroppingto

myknees.

Irantowardsthetapethatsurroundedoneof

theroyalcars.

Apoliceofficerstoppedme

Police:"Thisisacrimescenesir"

Me:"WhathappenedI'm lookingformyfiance

andthatcarbelongstoherfamily"helookedat

me



Police:"Idon'tthinkyourfianceistheresirbutI

wouldliketotakeyourstatementdownthat

couldhelplookforyourfiance"Ishookmyhead

Me:"I'm notgoingtothepolicestationIneedto

findher"Isaidwalkingaway.

"PrinceMbasa!"

Me:"Whatthefuck?"Isaidturningtolookatthe

journalist

Her:"Isittruethatyoursoontobewifewas

abducted"

Me:"Nocomment"Isaidwalkingandmore

journalistsapproachedme

"Sir!"theywereallbusyflashingcamerasonmy

faceIhadnowheretogo

"Hesaidnocomment"theyallturnedtomydad

whowaswiththeguards

Theguardsescortedusuntilwewereinthecar.

Me:"Whendidwebecomepublicfigures?"Isaid



lookingatmyfather

Dad:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"I'm callingFox"heshootmealook

Dad:"Ofcoursenotwealreadyhavethemedia

alloverandsniffingaround,wewillhandlethis

caselegally"heemphasizedthelegallypart

Me:"Ineverbeentheonetodothingslegally

andit'smywifewearetalkingaboutheresoI'm

notgamblingwithherliferightnow"

Dad:"Mbasa"hewarned

Me:"Don'tdothat"hesigh

Dad:"What'sgoingonwithyourbrother?"I

shruggedmyshoulders

Me:"Noneofmybusiness"

Zizipho

IcouldbarelycatchanysleepIcriedtillI



couldn'tithurtstothinkthatJuniorwaskilled

byhisownfather.

IalwaysknewthatTshepowasanabuserbut

neverinmywildestdream didIthinkhewasa

murder.

Heisamonsternooneintheirrightmindwould

killhisownson.

Idon'tknowwhytheyaredoingthisbutfor

them tokillJuniortheremustbeareason.

ItriedtothinkhowLindiweisTsheposister

howcomedon'tIknowanyofthis.

Mpumihasbeencomfortingmethewholenight,

Ineverthoughtwewilleverbeinthisposition

buthereweare.

Forthefirsttimeshewasn'theartlesstowards

meIcriedinherlaptillIhadnotearsleft.

Asmuchasshewasbruisedbutshewasmore

concernedaboutme.



Forsomereasonhavingherheremadeallof

thisbearable.

Itwas4am wewerealreadyawake,shewas

chainedandIwasn't.

Me:"Whyaretheykeepingyouhere?"she

chuckled

Mpumi:"It'sbecauseIknowtoomuch"Iraised

myeyebrows

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Mpumi:"IfoundoutthatLindiweandTshepo

wererelatedandtheyareblindingNdlovuand

ourancestors"

Me:"Ourstoo!Whythough?"

Mpumi:"ThatIdon'tknowbutwhatIknowis

Tshepo'sparentsarealsoinvolvedinallofthis"

Ijustnod,theMokoena'skilledmyson.

Me:"Weneedtogetoutofhere"

Mpumi:"Howthereisnowayoutofhere



Zizipho"

FEW HOURSLATER

ThedoorswagopenedTshepowalkedin.

Tshepo:"Goodmorningsunshine"hesaid

smilingatmeIdidn'tanswerhim.

Tshepo:"WellIguessyouhadaroughnight"

Me:"Tshepohowdoyouthinkisgoingtoend

foryoubecauseifyouthinkit'sallgoingtoend

wellforyouthenyouhaveanotherthing

coming"heslappedmeacrosstheface

Mpumi:"Tshepo!"

Tshepo:"It'stoolatetoplaythecaringbigsister

Mpumi,IseeyouhavegrownapairZizipho"I

chuckledstillholdingontomycheek

Me:"I'm suretheyarebiggerthanyours"he

laughed

Tshepo:"Ohreallywewillseeaboutthat!"he

saidroughlypullingmeup.



Mpumi:"Tshepopleasestop"shesaidcrying

Me:"It'sokayMpumi"sheshookherhead.

TshepodraggedmetothedoorMpumiwas

busybegginghim.

Wegottoanotherroom ithadonlyamattress

myheartstartedpoundinghard,heshovedme

tothemattress

Tshepo:"Soyouthinkyouhavesomeballs

now!?"Ikeptquiet

Tshepo:"IwillshowyouthatI'm themanhere

andyouwillalwaysbethatgirlIhadpower

over"

Me:"Whatareyougoingtodome?"myvoice

wasfailingmeitwasshaking

Tshepo:"Meandyouaregoingtorecandleour

lovesunshine"hesaidunbucklinghisbelt

Me:"NonopleaseTshepo"Isaidstandingup

buthequicklygrabbedmeandshovedmeback



tothemattressandpinnedmedown

Me:"Pleasedon'tdothis"Isaidwithtears

alreadyblindingmyvision

Tshepo:"ShhIknowyouaregoingtoenjoythis.

Beagoodgirlnow"hesaidbrushingmythigh

thenforcefulkissedme,thisisanightmarethis

can'tbehappeningtome.

Mbuso

IwokeupfeelingallkindsoftiredIdon'tknow

what'swrongwithme.

Mybodycouldbarelycarrymetothebathroom.

IwashedmyfaceandIcheckedthetimeonthe

wallitwas11:30inthemorning

Me:"WTF"Isleptsoearlyyesterdayaround6pm

howcouldIwakeupsolate.

IwalkedtotheroyalmainhouseIwasso

hungryIneededtheirfullybreakfast.



WhenIcameinsidethemaindoormysister

waswithmymotherandLindiwe.

Mymom lookedatmeandshookherhead.

Me:"Morning"onlythenLindiweandUnathi

noticedme.

Mysisterchargedtomeandslappedmeso

hardthatIalmostfellLindiwegaspedinshock

mymom justlookedatmeblankly.

Me:"WhattheheckUnathi?"

Unathi:"NOwhattheheckMbuso"

Me:"WhatdidIdo?"Isaidlookingallconfused

Unathi:"Youmeanwhatdidn'tyoudo,Mbasa

wenttoyouforhelpandyoubluntlyrefusedto

helphim"Iwasstillconfused

Me:"Forhelp?Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Unathi:"Wownowheisactingdumbjustgreat"I

neverseenmysistersoangry



Me:"Okaymom andLindiwedoyouhaveany

ideaofwhatsheistalkingabout?"mom just

stoodupandwalkedoutthenmysister

followedherIlookedatLindiweforananswer

Lindiwe:"Youdon'trememberanythingdoyou?"

Me:"ShouldIberememberingsomething,

pleasetellmewhat'sgoingon?"shesigh

Lindiwe:"Yourbrothercamearound3inthe

morningandaskedyoutohelphim lookfor

Zizipho"

Me:"LookforZizipho?"

Lindiwe:"SomeonetookZiziphoitisalloverthe

newsandsocialmedia"

Me:"What?"IsaidstillconfusedcauseIdon't

rememberanyofthis.

Lindiwe:"What'sgoingonwithyou?"

Me:"Idon'tknowhaveyouseenmyphone?"she

shookherhead.



Iwentlookingformymom andfoundherinthe

garden

Me:"Mom IswearIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingon

withme.Iwouldneverrefusetohelpmy

brotherinsuchtimes"shesigh

Mom:"Thenwhydidyou?"howdoIexplainto

herthatIdon'trememberanythingwithouther

doubtingme.

Me:"IwillexplaineverythingtoyoulaterbutI

havetoknowwheremybrotheris?"

Mom:"Heiswithyourfathertheyaremeeting

theFox"

Me:"What?"shenodsIquicklygrabbedmycar

keysandtookanapple.

IdrovetoaplaceIthoughtIwillnevergoagain

Iparkedmycar.

Thesecuritygavemeahardtimebecausemy

brothergaveanorderfornoonetobeletin.



Iwalkedintothem lookingatthecomputer

screeninfrontofthem.

Mybrother'seyeslandedonme,hesignalfor

metocomecloserIdidn'tlikethelookhehad.

Iwalkedtothem andlookedatscreen.

Me:"Whatisthis?"

Mbasa:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthatquestion"

Me:"Idon'tknowanyofthis"

Mbasa:"Whereisyourphone?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"hechuckled

Mbasa:"Okay"apunchedfollowedthatlanding

inmystomach

Me:"Mbasawhatthehell?"

Mbasa:"Whereisyourfuckingcellphone?"

Insert50

Mbuso



Nothingmadesenserightnowcausethelast

thingIrememberit'swhenIwenttobedand

afterit'sblurry.

AsformyphoneIdon'tevenknowwhereitis.

Forittodisappearthenitpinstothesame

towerthatZizipho'sphoneandcarwasfound

itscrazy.

MbasawasFuriousandformetorefusetogo

withhim thentohim foundingoutthis,itjust

gavehim moresuspicion.

Someoneistryingtopinthisonmeandbythe

looksofit,thepersonissucceeding.

Myownbrotherhadagunpointedrightintomy

head.

NothingscaresmeliketheLuthandoI'm

lookingatrightnow,hehasnohearthewould

blowmybrainsandburymerightnow.



Dad:"OkayMbasayouneedtocalm down"he

chuckledandloweredhisgunIreleaseasighof

relief

Me:"MbasaIdon'tknowwhat'sgoingonhere

butIcanassureyouIhavenothingtodowithit"

Mbasa:"Okay.Fox?!!!!"heyelledsheappeared

Fox:"Didsomeonecallme?Ohheyprince

charming"shesaidlookingatmeIshookmy

head

Mbasa:"CanyoutrackLindiwe'scellphoneand

checkallthelocationsthatitpins.Hackitifyou

haveto.Checkwhoshecallsandwhoshe

messages"

Me:"What?!!"

Mbasa:"Don'ttestme!"Iswallowed

Me:"Mbasayouaccusedmethennowit'smy

wife?"hebustoutoflaughter

Mbasa:"Wife?Sincewhen?Ifyoudon'twantto



beherethenleave.Eversinceshearrivedyou

don'tthinkatall.SheappearsJuniordies,our

ancestorsgetblinded,youloseyourgift,

Ziziphodisappearsandyousuddenlysuffer

from amnesia.Whothehellhadeasyaccessto

yourphone?HuhMbuso?"Ifeellikemyworldis

scramblingforaminute

Me:"YouarejusttryingtomakeLindiweabad

person"

Fox:"Loveportionisworkingovertimelana"she

saidlaughing

Me:"Shutupfox.Youdon'tevenknowLindiwe

likethat.Ican'tsithereandlistenyoutalkbad

aboutLindiwe"Isaidwalkingtothedoorbutthe

guardsblockedmeIturnedtolookatMbasa

whohadhishandsburiedinhispockets.

Mbasa:"Ican'tletyougoandruntothatbitchto

tellherthatweareontoherlikethat"

Me:"Youcan'tkeepmehereMbasa"he



chuckled

Mbasa:"YesIcanbro,guards!"theywalked

closetome"Takehim andlockhim inthe

freezermaybethatwillmakehim comebackto

hissenses"Ilookedathim shocked

Me:"What?!"theguardsquicklygrabbedme

"Dadyoucan'tlethim dothattome"

Dad:"Mbasaheisyourbrother"

Mbasa:"Don'tdothatIthinkit'sabouttimeyou

alsogoandbewithyourwife.Takehim away?"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveIsharedawombwitha

hurtlessbastardlikeyou"IsaidasIwasbeing

draggedtothefreezer.

TheyshovedmeinsideandlockeditIbanged

thedoor.

Me:"Getmeoutofhere,Fuck!"Iscreamed.

TomakemattersworseIwasonlyinmyvest

andjoggers.



IhatethissideofMbasaIwillneverforgivehim.

AstimegoesonIfeltmytoesandfingers

gettingnumbthecoldwassurelybecoming

effectiveIwasstartingtoshiver.

Zizipho

Hehadhisbodypressedagainstmeashe

reapedtheskirtIwaswearing.

Itriedfightinghim offbuthim beingagym

freakingIdidn'tstandachance.

Heshovedhistongueinsidemymouthforceful

toapointthatIgagged.

MyTearskeptfallingashetoremyunderwear.

HeshovedhisfingerdeepinsidemyvaginaI

screamedasheroughlyshovedthem inandout

ofmyvaginaitwassopainfultherewas

nothingpleasurablewithwhathewasdoingto

me.



Icouldn'tfightnomoreitwasuselesshehad

morestrengththanme.

AllIcoulddowastocrybecausethemanI

oncethoughtlovedmewasdoingthemost

unimaginablethingtome.

HeroughlypartedmylegsIjustsobbed.

Hedroppedhisunderwearhispenisstoodthere

Icouldonegetturnedonbyviolatingsomeone.

ThedoorswingsopenLindiwestoodthere.

Lindiwe:"Getoffher!"Tshepojumpedalittle.

Tshepo:"WhatthefuckLindiwe?Givemea

minutetofinishhere"

Lindiwe:"NOIsaidgetoffher"hequicklystood

upandworehispants.

Tshepo:"Don'teventhinkyouareluckywewill

finishwhatwestarted"hewalkedoutIcurled

myselfupinamattressandjustsobbed.

Idon'tknowwhatIdidtoGodforhim tohate



methismuch.

AftereverythingthatIhavebeenthroughthen

thishappenstomeI'm surenotoneofhis

favoritepeople.

IfeelsomeonetouchingmyfaceIcouldn'topen

myeyesbecauseitmightbehim.

"I'm sosorry"itwasMpumiIjustcriedharder

shesatnexttomeandpulledmetoherarms.

Mpumi:"Wewillgetoutofhere"shesaid

brashingmyback.

ShestillhadachainIdon'tknowhowshegot

here.

Idon'tknowifIwillgetoutofhereIsqueezed

thenecklacethatLuthandogavemeandI

driftedtothedayhegaveittomeIwasatmy

happiestbutitonlyseemsthathappinessnever

lastforme.

IkeptthinkingaboutallthebeautifulIhadwith



him itwastheonlythingthatkeptmeaway

from whatIjustwentthrough.

Luthando

BeforeIbecameasuccessfulbusinessmanI

startedasalittlegangsterinthehoodIhadto

makeendmeetsforMelissaandIsinceIwasn't

ingoodtermswithmyfamily.

AndIneverhidthatsideofmefrom them Ihad

torobafewbanksandshops.

ThatshowImetfoxtheyarestillrunningthe

gangandareintoarmsdealingandalotof

things.

Iknewtheywouldbeabletohelpwiththis.

Ican'tbelievehowmybrotherhasbeenblinded

byLindiwe.

IcouldfeelthatZiziphowasn'talrightwherever

shewasbutIneededtofocustofindher



sooner.

Fox:"ThisLindiwehasbeencommunicating

withalotofpeople,itseemslikethereisa

squadinvolvednotjusther"shesaidlooking

intoherlaptop

Me:"Givemenamesfoxy"

Fox:"MostofthesepeopleareMokoena'sdo

youknowthem?"Ichuckledandshookmyhead

Me:"Theycouldn'tjustletherbehappyhuh.

OkayStillowithyourcrewIneedyoutogoto

theMokoena'sandshooteverythingthatgetsin

yourwayevenifit'safly.IneedMrMokoena

andMrsMokoenainthiswarehousebytheend

ofthisday"

Stillo:"Oninitbossman"hesaidalreadyonhis

feet

Me:"OkayMaxanything"

Max:"Ihavelocatedthenecklace"Itappedhis



shoulder

Me:"Goodwork.Let'sgotoworkboys"

Dad:"Don'tyouthinkyoushouldletpolice

handleallofthisson"

Me:"Thankyouforbeingheredadbutletmedo

thisthebestwayIknowhow.Juststaywith

yoursonandgethim outofthatfreezerbefore

hedies"Isaidtakingmygun.

WedroveinthreeSUV'swedon'tknowwhat

awaitsusbutI'm readytokillanyonewhoisin

myway.

Foxwasbusyonlickingonherlollipop.

Fox:"Whywouldthesepeoplemesswithyou?"

Me:"BecauseI'm nice"I'm stillwonderinghow

LindiweisrelatedtotheMokoena'swhatwas

themotiveforallofthis.

Thedrivefeltlikethelongestdriveofmylife.

TheDlamini'skeptblowingmyphonebutIhad



notimetogetbackatthem theymustbe

worriedsickbutItoldthem togotomyhouse.

Wepackedalittlebitawayfrom thecabin.

Me:"Okayguystheaim hereisnottodiebuthit

them witheverythingwegot"theyallnod.

Fox:"OkayIneedfivemaninthefrontgateand

anotherfouratthebackofthecabin.Then

otherssettleontheside.Remembernottodie"

theyallnodandwalkedtotheirposition.

IwasleftwithFoxandMaxthecouple.

Me:"OkayIwillgoinsidethetwolovebirds,you

willcoverme"

Fox:"Gotitnowletthefunbegin"wewalkedon

theothersideofthecabin.

IunderestimatedTshepobuthismistakewas

tounderestimateme.

Wehadtheshootingbreakingoutfrom the

othersidebutwemanagedtogetinsidethe



cabin.

MyeyeslandedonTshepoandLindiwewho

weretryingtorun.

LindiwetriedtorunbutIshotrightnexttoher

feetshefroze.

Me:"Cococowhereareyougoingsweetheart?"

Fox:"Wellthetwoidiotswhatwereyou

thinking?"MypunchlandedonTshepowhofell

Me:"YoumesswiththewrongpersonMokoena,

MaxandFoxhandlethisIwillfindmygirl"

Max:"Thisshouldbefun"Iwalkedtotheroom.

Islowlyopenedthedooronthefirstroom there

wasnoone.

IwenttothenextoneIwassurprisedtosee

Mpumiwithher.

Theywerepeacefulholdingontoeachother

sleeping.



Thesightofthem tiedmystomachintoknots.

Zizipho'sclotheswererippedoff.

Igentlysquadinfrontofthem andshook

Mpumishequicklyjumped

Me:"Heyheycalm down"shequicklynodwith

tearsglisteninginhereyes.

IpickedupZiziphofrom herlapshequickly

openedhereyes.

Me:"It'sokaynowI'm here"shequicklygrabbed

ontightontomeandsobbedpainful.

IcalledoneofmyguystohelpwithMpumi.

HersobscutthroughmyheartIhopenothing

happenedtoherbecauseIwillneverforgive

myself.

Wemanagedtogetthem tothecarshewas

clutchingontomefordearlife.

Fox:"Wearetakingthosetwotothewarehouse,

wewillwaitforyourorders"Inodfornowmy



firstpriorityismyfiance.

MyphonebeepeditwasStillo

"Wegottheparcelsafeandsound"

Mokoena'syoupokedasnakeinitsholeand

theconsequenceswon'tbepleasantatall.

IlookedatZiziphowhowasonmylapIbrushed

herafro.

Me:"Youaresafenow"
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Zizipho

Islowlyopenedmyeyesandlookedat

surroundingtheonlythingIrememberisbeing

clutchtoLuthandonotwantingtolethim goI

hopeIwasn'tdreamingaboutallofthis.



ThesmellofmedicinequicklyhitmynoseI

immediatelyknowthatI'm inhospital.

IlookedatLuthandowhohadhisheadonmy

lapwithhiseyesclosed.

Thetearsquicklyfellfrom myeyesalotof

emotionsengulfedme.

Hequicklyopenedhiseyesandcametositnext

tome.

IjustsobinhisarmsIdon'tknowifhedidn't

arriveintimetosavemewhatwouldTshepo

donetomehewouldhaveprobablyfinished

whathestarted.

Iwasfinallyabletocalm downhehaven'tsaid

anythingtome.

HekissedmyforeheadIknewIwassafewith

him.

Luu:"I'm sorry"hesaidafterthelongestsilenceI

lookedathim.



Me:"What?why?"

Luu:"BecauseIfailedyouIshouldhave

protectedyouan--"Icuthim offbeforehesays

morenonsense.

Me:"StopitLuthando,noneofuswouldhave

knownwhat'sgoingon.Ifanythingyou

protectedmeandbroughtmehome"henods

andsigh

Luu:"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"HetriedtorapemeLuthando"hecloses

hiseyes

Luu:"IknowbabeIknow,trustmehewillpayfor

whathedidtoyou"

Me:"Thankyouforeverything"helooksatme

Luu:"Iliveforyou,that'smyjob"

Me:"How'sMpumi?"Hesigh

Luu:"Sheisokaybutbruised,sheisworriedsick

aboutyou"hesaidlookingatme.



Me:"ShetriedprotectingmeagainstTshepo,

ShemadesureIwasokaythroughoutthenight

Ispentthere.Ithoughtshehatedme"hesmiled

andshookhishead.

Luu:"Notfrom whatIsawwhenIgotthere"I

nod

Me:"Whydidyoubringmehere?"

Luu:"Youpassedoutonmeandbecame

unconscious"Inodwejustsattherein

comfortablesilence.

Me:"IthinkIwillneedtoseeatherapist,Ican't

pretendthatnothinghappened,Tshepoviolated

meandifIactlikenothinghappeneditwill

affectourrelationshipinthelongrun.Idon't

wantanythingaffectingourrelationshipnow"

Helookedatmewithadmiration

Luu:"YouaresostrongZiziphoandcancometo

yoursessionswithyou?"Iquicklynod

Me:"Iwouldlovethatthankyou"henods



"Wherearethey?"Helookedatme

Luu:"Somewhere"

Me:"What'sgoingtohappentothem?Areyou

goingtokillthem?"

Luu:"Doyouwanttomekillthem?"Isighand

lookedathim.

Me:"Theykilledourson"

Luu:"Thatanswersme"hesaidkissingmy

forehead.

IknowI'm notakillerbuttheytookJuniorfrom

me.

Iguessaneyeforaneyereallydoesmakesthe

worldgoround.

Mbuso

IwokeupalittledisorientedandIwasoutof



thefreezer.

Iwashalfnakedanditwasalittlebitdark

outside.

IwascoveredwiththreeblanketsIdon'tknow

wholeavestheirtwinonfreezerlettingthem

freezetodeathIguessMbasaisreallyanevil

twin.

Irolledoutofthebedandtherewasapairof

pantsandt-shirtrightontopofthecouchIput

them onthenwalkedout.

IwaswelcomedbyFoxandMaxmakingouton

thecouch,Foxwasgrindingonhim,thesetwo

arethemostweirdcoupleIevermet.

Iclearedmythroattheydidn'tevenlookedat

me.

Me:"Hello!"Iyelled

Max:"Weheardyouknow"hesaidstillbiting

Fox'sneckandgrabbingherass



Me:"Getaroom"

Fox:"HelloKittyisawake"shesaidmovingaway

from Maxwhohadahardanddidn'tbotherto

hidethatwasdisturbing.

Me:"Whereiseveryone?"Isaidsittingonthe

couch

Luu:"wearehere"HewaswithZiziphoandher

bigsisterMpumi.

Mbuso:"Zizipho!!"Isaidquicklygoingtohugher

shehuggedmeback"Whathappened?"Isaid

afterlettinghergo

Zizipho:"Youwillsee"thatwascoldsheheld

Luthando'shandshelookeddifferent.

Luu:"Let'sfoundoutdearbrother"hesaidwith

themostevilsmirkIcouldfeeltheairleaving

mylungs.

FoxandMaxmadetheirwaytothebaseand

wefollowedafterthem.



MyeyeslandedonLindiweandtheMokoena's

tiedonchairs

Me:"Lindiwe!?"IsaidgoingtoherbutStillo

blockedmywayIlookedatLuthandoand

chargedtohim butIhitthefloorinsteadhe

laughed.

Luu:"Don'ttestme"Ziziphowalkedoverto

LindiweandslappedherhardIgaspedinshock.

Zizipho:"ItoldyouIwasgoingtokillyouwhenI

getout.LookwhohasthepowernowLindiwe"

shesaidslappingheragain.

Me:"Whatisshetalkingabout?"Isaidlookingat

Luthandowhojustchuckled.

Luu:"Figures"Ishookmyhead

Me:"Nothat'snotpossibleshewouldn'tdothat.

Lindiwe?"Isaidwalkingtowardsherwithmy

heartonmyknees"Tellmeit'snottrue"Isaid

touchingherface.



Lindiwe:"MbusoMbusoyouaresonaivebabe

sometimesIdidn'thavetouseblackmagicon

youbecauseitissoeasytomanipulateyou"I

slowlyletgoofherface

Me:"What?"Thatcameoutasawhisper

Luu:"Gethim outofhere"

Me:"No!Iwanttoknowwhy"

MrMokoena:"Thisisaboutrevenge"

Luu:"Revengeforwhat?"

MrM:"Thatthronedoesn'tbelongtotheNdlovu

clanitisaMokoenathronebutjustbecause

yourstupidgreatgrandfatherwasgreedhe

killedmyfatherandmygreatgrandfatherjust

togetthethrone.Allwewantedwasforour

thronetocomebacktousthat'sall"Mbasa

chuckled

Me:"NoyougotallthefactswronghereMr

Mokoenabecausethethronealwaysbeenours.



Yourgreatgrandfatheristheonewhoblinded

ourfamilyandtookthethronebefore,hegot

killedbecausehewasaneviloneinalltha.That

wasyourplanthistimetoo.Isthat'swhyyou

blindedmyancestorsyetagain?"Iasked

lookingatLindiwe.

Luu:"Andunfortunatelythatblindinggamewill

endtoday"

Me:"Thethronewasonlygoingtothe

Mokoena'safterourgeneration,Juniorwasthe

nextkinginallandyourgreatgrandfatherand

yourfatherknewthatbuttheycouldn'tjustwait

forthepower.Theyusedeviltogetthethrone

beforetime"

Zizipho:"Tshepoyoukilledyoursonjustfora

stupidthrone?"

Tshepo:"What?!!"Heaskedshocked

Zizipho:"Youareevilandyouwillpayfor

everythingyoueverdidtomeandmyson"



Tshepo:"Ididn'tkillJuniorIswearZiziphoIonly

wentwiththeplanbecausemydadtoldmethat

nowthatJuniorisnolongeralivethethronewill

notgototheMokoena'sandifwedothisIwill

betheking"Zizipholaughed

Zizipho:"Soyourparentsandsisterkilledyour

sonthenuseyoutogetwhattheywant"Tshepo

lookedathisparentswhohadtheirheads

hangeddown

Tshepo:"Youkilledmyson?"Hesaidlookingat

hisparentswithhistearsrunningdownhisface

Mr.M:"Son"

Tshepo:"Whypapa?"Hesaidscreaming

Mrs.M:"Becausethethronewasn'tgoingto

cometousevenifhewasaround.TheNdlovu's

alreadyclaimedhim astheirs.It'snotlikeyou

caredaboutthatbrat!"

Me:"Theyclaimedhim becausetheysawright

throughyou!"



Tshepo:"HewasmysonMom"hewhispered

andstartedsobbing.

Me:"SoItakeityouarenotevenLindiwe"Isaid

lookingatthewomanIlovewithsomuch

hatred.

Lindiwe:"I'm Masego"myhandfinditswayto

herneckandsqueezedituntilshecouldn't

breatheIletgoandgroanedinagonywhileshe

coughs.

Ihaveneverbeenthishurtmywholelifeitwas

likesomeonewasliterallystabbingmyheart

andtwistingtheknifeonit.

IthurtsthatIreallylovedhim andLuthandowas

rightallalongIjustdidn'tseeit.

Zizipho:"Youtookawaythemostpreciousthing

awayfrom me,myson.Sonowyouwillpaythe

priceandyouwillnevergetthatthrone.AndI

willalsotakethemostpreciousthingaway

from youall,that'syourlives"Lindiweor



Masegowhateversheislaughed.

Masego:"Youarebluffing,youdon'thavethe

guts"Ziziphoquicklytookagunfrom

Luthando'swaistandshotMrMokoenarightin

theheadtheyallscreamedexceptTshepowho

wasstillcrying.

Zizipho:"Youweresaying?"Shesaidlookingat

Masegodeadlyintheeyes.Luthandowasalso

shockedbywhatjusthappened.

Masego:"Papa!"Shesaidcryingandtryingto

breakfreefrom thechairbutshecouldn't"What

didyoudo,Papa?"

MrsM:"Papawakeup!Iwillkillyoubitch"

Zizipholaughed

Zizipho:"BlahBlah!Pleasepouracidinherface

andmakesureitdoesn'ttouchhereyesthen

makeherlookatherselfinthemirror.Shewill

begforyoutokillher"shesaidlookingatMrs

Mokoenawholookedterrified.



Luu:"Ziziphodon't--"sheturnedandlookedat

him hequicklyclosedhismouth.

Zizipho:"AndasforLindiweorMasegoor

whateverSheis.Pleaseelectroshockherwitha

towelcoveringherfacethenpourwateronher

facewhileatitthenkillher"thiswasa

gruesomethingshesoundsoheartlessright

now.

Fox:"DamnIlikeher"ofcourse

Zizipho:"AndyouTsheposinceyouthinkyou

aremanandyourmanhoodmatterssomuch

howaboutwetakethataway.Ineedthreemen

whowantstohavenicetime"

Us:"What?!!"Weaskedinunison

Tshepo:"Ziziphoplease"

Zizipho:"Ineedthem tonightIwantthem to

enjoythemselvesthewholenight"shesaidand

handedtheguntoLuthandothenwalkedout.



Luu:"Uhguysdowhatshejusttoldyoutodo.A

cleanjobFoxy"shenodswhilesmilingIswear

tohersuchthingsbringorgasms.

Ilookedatherforthelasttimeandshookmy

head

Me:"Itwasniceknowingyou"

Masego:"Mbusoplease"Ichuckledandwalked

out

Insert52

Zizipho

Igotinthecarwithtearsstreamingdownmy

cheeks.

IgroanedinfrustrationIfeelsomeonetouching

myshoulderIturnedandlookedatthem.

ItwasMpumishelookedscared

Mpumi:"ShouldIgetLuthandoforyou?"I



quicklynodsherantowardsthehouseleaving

mefeelingallemotionalIdon'tknowwhatI

turnedinto.

Thesepeoplemademelikethistheyturnedme

intosomeheartlessperson.

IseeLuthandorunningtowardsthecarit'slike

mytearswasopenedfrom atanktheyjustfall

harder.

Helookedatmeandpulledmeintohisarms.

Idon'tunderstandhowonecouldlovesodeeply,

hispresenceengulfedmewithpeace

sometimesIfeellikeheismyheartinhuman

form andthatscaresmebecauseIdon'tthink

onecouldbeabletolivewithouttheirhearts

whichmeansIwouldn'tbeabletolivewithout

him.

Luu:"What'swrongsthandwasam?"Hesaid

lookingatmeafterIcalmeddown.

Me:"I'm evilLuthandoIdon'tthinkIdeservea



manwithagoodheartlikeyou"hechuckled

Luu:"WhydoyouthinkyouareevilZizipho?"

Me:"WhatIjustdidthereIkilledMrMokoenain

coldbloodandIfeelnoremorse.Iinstructed

threeotherpeopletobekilledinathemost

gruesomeMbasa"Isaidfeelingalumpinmy

throat.

Luu:"Ziziphoyouareangryandyouhaveevery

righttobeangry.Thosepeopletormentedyou

androbbedyouofyourteenageyears.You

weresubjectedtotheirabuseforyearsand

whentheycouldn'tabuseyouanymorethey

tookawaywhatyoulovewithyourwholeheart.

Nowtheyunleashedsomethinginyouthatno

onewasexpectingtoseebutyouarethe

sweetestpersonIknowandIloveyoueven

afterseeingthatbecauseI'm notasainteither.

Don'teverthinkthatyoudon'tdeservemeagain

ifanythingyoudeserveallmylove"youseewhy



Ilovehim somuch.

Me:"ThankyouforbeinghereformeIdon't

knowhowIwouldeverrepayforthisloveIhope

whatI'm abouttoaskyouisenough"helooked

atmewithquestioningeyes

Luu:"Whatisit"heisnervousallofasuddenI

hopeIdon'tsoundstupid

Me:"MarrymeinthreeweeksI'm readytobe

yourwifenow"thesilencewasdeafeningfor

mehewaslookingatmeblankly.

Luu:"Iwillsendmyunclesintwodays"hesaid

crackingintoabiggestsmileIhaveseen"Babe

areyousure?"

Me:"YesIam sureandifyoudon'tmarryme

nowyouwillbeintrouble"helaughed

Luu:"Introublereallynow?Forwhat?"Isuddenly

feelsonervousfrom allofthis"Babe?"Ilooked

athim.



Itookhishandandplacedinmybellythen

lookedathim.

Me:"Becausein32weeksyouwillbewelcoming

yourfirstchild"helookedatme

Luu:"What?"Thatcameoutasahuskywhisper

andhiseyesstartedglisteningwithtears"I'm

gonnabeafather?"Inod

Me:"Yesbabewewillbeparents"heletshis

tearsfall.

Iunderstandwhyheiscryingthisisallheever

wantedtobeafatherandnowthisisactually

happening.

I'm notaskinghim tomarrymenowbecause

I'm scaredtobeintroublewithmyparentsno

I'm askingtobehiswifebecauseI'm readyto

befullyhis,I'm readytosharemylifewithhim

andgivehim allthelovehedeserves.

Luu:"ThankYousomuchZiziphoformakingan

honestmanoutofme.YougavemelovethatI



didn'tknowexistedandforthatI'm greatul.

NowyouarealsogivingmewhatIalways

desiredwithmywholeheartthankyouso

much"hesaidkissingmeallovermyfaceI

giggledlikeachild.

Me:"OkayMrNdlovuwearesohungry"he

smiledlookingatme.

Luu:"Let'sgoandfeedyoumypeople.This

meansyouarefourweeks"Inod"Butwecan't

hidethisfrom yourparentsbabeIhavetodo

therightthingandpaydamages"Isigh

Me:"Iknowthat.Can'ttheybecombined?"He

sighedandbrushedmyhand.

Luu:"Letmetalktomydadfirst"Inod"Ihave

somethingtotellyou"

Me:"Whatisit?"

Luu:"Iaskedmydadtogiveusfiveyearsto

enjoyourmarriagethenafterthatIcansitin

thatthrone"



Me:"Didheagree?"Heshookhishead

Luu:"Hegavemethreeyearshisexcusewashe

isoldnowandcan'tdoalltheresponsibility"I

laughed

Me:"It'sbetterthannothingright"

Luu:"YeahI'm gladheatleastconsidered"I

smiled"WowI'm gonnabeafather"hesaid

smilingIloveseeinghim thishappyhe

deservesitIlovehim somuch

Luu:"Iloveyoutoobabe"

Me:"DidIsaythatoutloud"henodswhile

smiling

Luu:"Yesyoudid"hereallydoesliveforme.

Mbuso

MbasaleftMpumiheresoIhadtodriveher



home.

Shewassoquietandshelookeddifferentfrom

theMpumiIfirstmet.

MyheartwasheavyIcouldn'tbelievewhat

Masegoandherfamilydidtous,myheartwas

tornapartIdon'tthinkIwilleverrecoverfrom

allofthis.

Ilovedherdeeplynotknowingthatshewas

usingblackmagiconme.

Shestrippedmeofftakingawaymygiftand

burningmyhut.

"Mbuso!Mbuso!"IhitthebrakesandIcould

hearthecarwheelsstretchinguntilthecar

cometoahult.

IlookedatMpumiwhowaspantingnexttome

andlookedterrified.

Me:"Areyouokay?"Shelookedatme

Mpumi:"Ifyouaretryingtocommitsuicide



pleasedoitafteryoudroppedmeoff"Isigh

Me:"I'm sorryit'sjustthat...nevermind"

Mpumi:"It'sjustthatyouareeasilydistracted

Mbuso"Ilookedather

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Shesigh

Mpumi:"Youfellinloveandthatdistractedyou,

youweretoofocusedtomakeeverythingwork

betweenyouandhertoapointthatyouforget

thereasonyoutwowerebroughttogether.If

youfocusedonthatyouwouldhaveseenthat

isnotrealLindiwebutyouneglectedyour

responsibilitiesasaseeryoudideverything

wrongwithhertoapointthatyoulostyourgift

intheprocess.Andnowyouaredistracted

againbecauseyouareheartbrokenandyou

won'tbeabletofocusongettingyourlifeand

giftback"Ilookedather

Me:"YouhavenoideaofwhatI'm goingthrough

rightnow"shechuckled



Mpumi:"Reallynow?Iwaskidnappedbymy

boyfriendandhebeatmeuptotheplump.He

almostrapedZiziphoinfrontmeandyousayI

don'tknowwhatyouaregoingthrough"

Me:"It'snotlikeyouareasaint"shelookedat

me

Mpumi:"RightsoIdeservedwhathappened,

thanks"shegotoutofthecar

Me:"Mpumi!"Isaidgettingoutofthecar

followingher"Getinthecar"

Mpumi:"Don'tworryIwillcallanUber"Isigh

Me:"IfanythinghappenstoyouthenIwillbe

responsible"shelookedatme

Mpumi:"Yeahrightnothingwillhappentome"

Me:"WellMpumiIdon'tcareaboutyoubut

Mbasawouldkillmeifsomethinghappensto

youandIlovemylifeverymuch"shelookedat

meandwentbacktothecar,Isighwomenand



drama.

ShewassittinginthebackthistimeIguessshe

didn'twanttositanywherenearme.

Idroveoffinsilenceshedozedofftosleep.

Shedoesn'tlooklikesheiscapableofcausing

harm toanyone.

Comingtothinkofitshedidlookalittlebitlike

EntleandZizipho.

Idon'tknowwhyI'm analysingheritmustbe

boredom.

Mpumi:"Whydoyoukeepstealingglancesat

me"Ichuckled

Me:"Ithoughtyouweresleeping,what

happenedtoyou?"

Mpumi:"Whatdoyoumean?"Isighandpulled

over.

Me:"Whydoyouhateyourfamily"shesquirmed

indiscomfort



Mpumi:"Idon'thatemyfamily"shesaidthat

andlookedoutsidethewindow.

Me:"Okay"Isaidstartingthecaragain.

Mpumi:"Itisalongstory"

Me:"Wehaveathreehoursdrive"Iguesshaving

herandtalkingtosomeonedistractedmefrom

myreality.

Mpumi:"Okaydriveandlistenthen"Ichuckled

andstarteddriving"WhenIgrewupitwasonly

meandmyfather,Mom died.Myfatherbecame

mywholeworlduntilNaledicameintoourlives.

Ifelthim slippedawayhewasn'tgivingmethe

sameattentionanymore.Istartedtalkingtomy

dollsbecauseinmymindIwasneglectedby

myfather.UntilonedayIheardmydolltalking

backtomeIw---"

Me:"Adolldidwhat?"Shelookedatme"I'm

sorry"

Mpumi:"Iwassurprisedandterrifiedatthe



sametime.ButasdayswentbyIstarted

engagingintoconversationwithherIcalledher

Sidney.Daysbecameyearsshewouldtellme

howmydadloveshisnewfamilythanme.

That'showIstartedhatingNalediandmeand

Sidneystartedtoplottogetridofherthat's

whenIpoisonedherbutshedidn'tdie.I

becamearebelliousteengirl.WhenIwasdoing

myfirstyearImetTshepowestarteddatingwe

graduatedtogether.EventhoughSidneythedoll

wasnolongertherebuthervoicewasalwaysin

myhead.Threeyearsafterwegraduated

TshepostartedbeingdifferentthenIfoundout

thathetookZiziphoin.Shewasonly17or18I

feltsorryforher.WebecamecloseIhelped

withschoolandeverythingwebecamebest

friend.ButTshepowasstillactingstrangelyhe

didn'twantmetospendnightsathisplace

anymore,hedidn'tlikemewithher.Iwasn't

allowedtospendtimewithheralonethenone

dayIfoundthem kissingIfeltbetrayed.That's



whenmyhatredforherstartedandhemarried

her.Ididn'tknowwhattodo.Sidneycameback

again,IlovedTshepoIcouldn'tlethim gosoI

keptsleepingwithhim Iguesshegotbored

withZiziphosinceshewasachild.Hestarted

beatingherupifshequestionshim.Wespent

nightsinhisplacewithheraround.Whenshe

leftshewrotemeanotetellingmeshedidn't

knowthatTshepoandmeweredatingback

then.Tshepotoldherwewerecousinandhe

lovedher.Iconfrontedhim buthepainted

ZiziphoredabouteverythingandIbelievedhim.

Therestofthestoryyouknowit"thiswasa

heavystory.

Me:"SoSidneystilltalkstoyou?"Sheslowly

nods"EverheardofDID?"

Mpumi:"YeswhenIstartedattendingtherapy

fewweeksago"Ilookedather

Me:"Youareattendingtherapy?"



Mpumi:"YesbecauseI'm willingtoturnmylife

aroundIhopemyfamilywillforgivemefor

everything"

Me:"Theyareyourfamilyitwon'tbeeasybut

theywillforgiveyou"shenods

Mpumi:"Thanks,sowhat'snextforyou?"Isigh

Me:"Focusongettingmylifeandgiftback"she

smiled,itstartedrainingharditlookedlikea

heavystorm

Mpumi:"Pullover"Idid

Me:"Wecan'tdrivethroughsuchstorm"

Mpumi:"Itseemslikeit'snotgonnapass

anytimesoon"

Me:"Shitthereisaguesthousejustaheadofus

let'sdrivethere"wedrovethere.

"I'm sorryweonlyhaveoneroom leftwithtwo

beds"

Mpumi:"Thatsucks"



Me:"ComeonNompumeleloyouarenoteven

mytype"

Mpumi:"Ouch!!"Welookedateachotherand

burstoutoflaughter.

Mpumi:"wewilltakeit"wewerewenttoour

room.

Mpumi:"Gotothebathroom Iwanttochange"I

nodafterafewminutesshecalledoutmy

nameShewasdoneandonthebed.

Me:"Nowcoveryourhead"shedidItookoffmy

clothesandgotonmybedtoo.

Mpumi:"I'm sorryaboutwhathappenedtoyou"

Me:"It'sokayandIwilllive"shenods"And

MpumiYouareagoodpersonyouarejust

sufferingfrom adisorder"

Mpumi:"Thanksgoodnight"

Me:"Goodnight"withinfewminutesshewasout.

ItextedMbasaabouteverythingIlookedatherI



hopeherfamilybecomeopenmindedand

supporther.

Insert53

Mbuso

Icouldn'tsleepIkepttossingandturning,Ikept

thinkingaboutallthetimesIspentwithLindiwe.

Idon'tthinkIwilleverrecoverfrom whatshe

didtomeIlovedhermorethanlifeitselfand

nowonlythatisleftinmyheartit'shatredand

pain.

Ican'tbelievethatanotherhumanbeingcando

whatshedidtome.

IlookedontheotherbedandMpumiwas

peacefulsleepingIdecidedtogotothebalcony

beforeIwakeherupwithmytossingand

turning.

Itookapackofcigarettesandwalkedoutto



thebalcony.

Therainwasstillheavilyrainingtheskyhad

darkerclouds.

Ilitmycigarettesandstartedsmokingitwas

distressingformesinceIdon'tifI'm goingor

cominginmyliferightnow.

"Thatthingcausecancer"Iturnedandfound

Mpumileaningonthedoorwearingmyt-shirt.

Me:"Ain'tthatt-shirtwet?"

Mpumi:"Notanymorewhyareyousmoking?"I

lookedathershecleareddidn'tlikesmoking.

Me:"I'm distressing"shetookthecigarettefrom

meandthrewitontherainandwalkedback

inside.

Me:"WhatthehellNompumelelo?"Isaid

frustrated.

Mpumi:"Thatthingwon'tsolveanything"she

seemedfrustratedmorethanme



Me:"Ithelpsmeforgetmyproblem"

Mpumi:"Doesitmakethem goaway?"Shewas

overreacting.

Me:"Gobacktosleep"Isaidthatwalkingtothe

balconytolightanothercigarettesbutIwastoo

latebecauseshegrabbedthewholepackand

threwitaway

Me:"Whatthefuck"Shejustlookingatmeand

saidnothingthenwalkedinside.

IwalkedbackinandputmytrousersonI

lookedather.

Me:"Myt-shirtplease"shetookitoffandthrew

itatme.

ShewasleftwithherthongonlynobraI

swallowedshedidn'tseem tocare.

Mpumi:"Yousuchabitch"

Me:"Whatdidyoujustsay?"Isaidwalking

towardsher.



Mpumi:"Onlyabitchrunsawayfrom their

problems"

Me:"Fuckyou"shechuckled

Mpumi:"Ittakestwoyouknow"shewasclearly

testingmypatients.

Me:"Doyouwanttovolunteer?"Shesmirked

Mpumi:"ItwouldbelikeI'm fuckingyoursister

nothanks"Ichuckledandpushedhertothebed.

Igotontopofherandgotclosetoherface

Me:"Youdon'tgettotalktomelikethat"

Mpumi:"Orwhat?"sheaskedlookingstraight

intomyeyes

Me:"OrIwillfuckyou"Iseeherfaceflushand

sheswallowed.

Mpumi:"Getoffme"

Me:"Orwhat?"Shesmirked

Mpumi:"OrIwillfuckyouback"thatcaughtme



offguardIfoundmydickreactingtoit"Nowget

offme"

IslowlygotoffofherIcouldn'tevenhidemy

erection.

Mpumi:"Coldshowerwillhelpyouwiththat"she

saidpointingatmydick.

Ijustshookmyheadandwenttorunacold

shower.

Me:"Shit"Isaidascoldwaterhitmyskinaftera

fewminutesIwasdownIswitchedtowarm-hot

water.

IfelthandsrunningonmybackIknewitwas

her.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"Isaidturningtolook

ather

Mpumi:"Takingashowerwithyou"sheranher

handsonmyshoulder.

OurlipscollidedandIranmyhandsonherback.



IpushedhertothewallandIcouldfeelmyself

gettingreallyhard.

Ipickedherupandwalkedoutoftheshower

withher.

Iplacedherononeofthebeds,sheopenedher

eyesandlookingatme.

Noonesaidanythingwejuststaredateach

other.

Mpumi:"Thismightbetheworsemistake"

Me:"Iknow"Isaidrunningmyfingeronherclit

sheclosedhereyesandmoaned.

Ourbodiesmovedinsyncaswewerekissing.

Shehadherlegswrappedaroundmywaist.

Shewassoakingwetandherhandmovedto

mycraftandgavemeahandjobshewasgood

atitIgroaned.

Me:"Fuck"Iwidelyopenedherlegsasshe

tensedup.



Ipulledmyfingeroutandrubbedmycockon

herclitshemoaned.

Iinsertedmyselfonhershediggedhernailson

myback.

Me:"Youaretight"Isaidpushingmyselfalittle

bitfurtherIcouldfeelhervaginawallssotight

onme.

Islowlymovedonhersheopenedhereyesand

lookedintomine.

Itwashardtobreakthestareasshemetmy

strokeshalfway,thiswasintense.

Shegrabbedtightonmeasherbodybecame

tense.

Me:"Letitgo"afewsecondslaterherorgasm

hitmyabdominalthenIfollowedpullingoutand

collapsedonthebednexttoher.

Wewerebothpantingheavilytryingtocatchour

breathewasamission.



Me:"Okaythatwasintense"shechuckled

Mpumi:"Itshouldn'thavehappened"

Me:"Iknow,let'sgetyoucleanedup"Isaid

pickingherup.

Mpumi:"Sowheretofrom here"wewereinthe

shower.

Me:"Idon'tknow"shesigh

Mpumi:"HowaboutyoulookfortherealLindiwe

maybesheistheanswertoallyourproblems

shemighthelpyou"shewasright

Me:"Youarerightthenfrom thereIwillsee

what'sgoingtohappen"shenodsandhanded

meatowel.

Mpumi:"Yeahnowwashmyback"Ichuckled

Me:"Youaresobossy"shelaughed

Mpumi:"Iknow"Iwashedherbackasinterested

andIstartedlaughing.



Mpumi:"What'swrong?ismybutttoosmall?"I

crackedmore

Me:"NomarnMpumi,it'sjustwehaveabirth

markonthesamespot"Isaidtouchingnextto

herleftshoulder

Mpumi:"Nomybirthmarkisnotthere"shesaid

walkingtothemirrorandlookedatit

Me:"Maybeyouhavetwo"sheshookherhead

Mpumi:"It'smyfirsttimeseeingthisone"

Me:"Let'sgotobed"Isaidshewalkedtothe

bedIlookedatherbirthmark.

TomorrowIhavetodrivestraighttoMakhosi

andfindtherealLindiwe.

Threedayslater

Luthando



IwasthehappiestmanonEarthbecauseGod

havefinallyansweredmyprayersI'm finally

gonnabeafatherandmarrythewomanIlove

wholeheartedly.

Ihaven'ttoldmyfamilyyetitwashardtokeep

myhappiestawaybutIhadtobecauseMbuso

wasn'tinagoodspacesoIfeltlikeIneededto

bethereforhim.

TodaywasawelcomingceremonyforPrincess

Ziziphoandshewasreallyhappyaboutit.

InaweektimeI'm sendingmyunclestoher

family.

ShewilltraditionallybeaNdlovubridethenthe

nextthree-weekswetietheknotbutfirstIneed

totalktomydadaboutthepregnancyIonly

toldhim aboutthelobolahewasthrilledabout

itandwealreadysentalettertotheDlamini's.

Dad:"Son?"Ismiled

Me:"Mntungwa"helookedatmeIonlycallhim



MntungwawhenI'm happy.

Dad:"Iloveseeingatleastoneofmysonshappy,

Whatisitthatyouwanttotalkabout?"

Me:"Ziziphoispregnant"hesmileswidely

Dad:"Mntungwathat'sthegoodnewswe

haven'thavearoundthispalaceinalongest

timecongratulationsmyboy"hesoundsso

proudandhappy.

Me:"SoIwaswonderingifwecouldcombine

thenegotiationswithdamages"hequicklynods

Dad:"Yesandthat'stherightthingtodoson"I

nod.

Me:"Thankyou,MeandMbusoaregoingto

meetMakhosithenwewillcatchupwithyou

guysattheceremony"henodsandstoodup.

HedoeshisjollydanceIlaughedandwentto

mybrother.

Me:"Heybro"



Mbuso:"Hey"heclearedhisthroat"I'm sorryfor

ho--"Icuthim off

Me:"MbusoyouarebrotherandIforgive.You

wereinlovenoneofthisisyourfault"

Mbuso:"ThankYoubro"webrohugged.

OnthewaytoMakhosiItoldhim about

Zizipho'spregnancyhewasreallyhappyabout

beinganuncle.

Wegotthereyoucouldtellthathesuddenlygot

nervous.

Me:"I'm hereforyou,younotthatright?"henods

andwewalkedtothehut.

Wetookoffourshoesandgotin.

Makhosi:"KingandSeer"wesatdownonthe

strawmat

Makhosi:"Iknewyouguyswerecomingthisis

goingtobequickandshort"thankGodIcan't

belateforZizipho'sceremony



Weplacedthemoneyonhisplatehestarted

chantingandblowinghisbones.

Makhosi:"Mbusoyouneedacleansing

ceremonytogetridofallthedarkestthatgirl

leftonyou"

Mbuso:"Thokozaandwhataboutmygift"

Makhosi:"Yourancestorswillgiveyoubackyour

giftwhenthetimeisright"

Mbuso:"AndLindiwe?"Ilookedathim confused

agirlwalkedinandsatnexttoMakhosi.

Mbuso:"Lindiwe"shelookeduptoMbuso

Me:"What?"

Makhosi:"MyKingthisistherealLindiwe,the

onethatwaschosenforyourbrother"

Me:"Uh..wow..Ican'ttrustanythingcalled

Lindiweinthisearth"

Makhosi:"Wearesorryforwhathappenedwith

yourfamilyandyoudon'thavetoworryabout



anythinganymorebecauseherancestorsdon't

wantMbusoasherhusbandanymore"

Mbuso:"What?Why?"ThankGodIsaidsilently.

Makhosi:"Becauseyouarenolongerpurefor

theirdaughter.Theyareangryandbelievethat

youwillneverbeagoodhusbandforher

especiallyafterwhatyoudidthreedaysago"he

lookedatmeandIlookedathim foranswers

Lindiwe:"Iwillguardyouthroughyourspiritual

cleansingthat'sit.Youarenolongermeantfor

me"justlikethatshewalkedout.

Makhosi:"Aboutyourcleansing,wewillcometo

thepalaceat6inthemorning"wenodandour

consultationwasdone.

WegotinthecarandIlookedathim.

Me:"Speakup"Isaidlookingathim deadinthe

eyes

Mbuso:"Don'tbemadokay?"



Me:"Fine!!"Isaidloudly

Mbuso:"Butyouaremad"hesaidwithapuppy

face

Me:"Mbusomarn"Isaidlaughing

Mbuso:"IkindasleptwithMpumithatday"I

gasped

Me:"What?!Youkinda?"

Mbuso:"ImeanIsleptwithher"thiscouldn'tget

anywhatIdon'tknow

Me:"Wow!"

Mbuso:"I'm gladIsleptwithher"Ilookedathim

confused

Me:"Why?"

Mbuso:"BecauseIcan'ttrustanythingcalled

Lindiweinthisearthtoo.Sayinghernamejust

leavesabittertasteinmymouhsoI'm gladher

ancestorsnolongerwantsmeforher"



Me:"Youareokayright?"HenodsandIsmiled

"Fine.CanIaskyousomething?"

Mbuso:"Okay"helookedatme

Me:"DidsexwithMpumimeanmorethanaone

nightstand?"Heswallowedthatanswersme

Mbuso:"Don'tlookatmelikethat"

Me:"Ifyoulikeherthengoforit"

Mbuso:"ImeansheisagoodfriendIhavebeen

talkingtoherforthepassthreedayssheis

reallysupportivebutI'm notlookingfora

relationshipfornowandwhatifIstillhavea

chosenwifesomewhere?"

Me:"Whatifyoudon't?"Hechuckled

Mbuso:"Let'sgototheceremony"

Insert54

Zizipho



Theceremonywasasuccesseverythingwas

doneaccordinglyandIwasreallyhappy.

AllthevillagerswereherecelebratingwithusI

didn'tthinkanythingthatitwouldbethis

packedanditfeltlikehome.

ForthefirsttimeIfeltlikeIbelonged

SomewhereIfinallyfitinandIwasaDlamini.

Ilookedatbothofmysisterswhowere

chattingandlaughingasmuchasitwashardto

believethatMpumiischangingweareallgiving

herachanceevenMom isworkingontheir

relationshipandthatmakesmydadsohappy

sinceheismuchofafamilyman.

AndMpumihasbeenhelpingmepreparefor

theceremonyandforthefirsttimeinyearsit

feltliketheMpumiIfirstmetisslowlycoming

backandthatmakesmehappyeventhoughI

can'tletmygutdowneasilybutsheisslowly

winningmyheartagain.



IlookedatKuhleandKopanowhoweresitting

withUnathi,Icouldsensethethicktension

betweenthem Iwonderwhat'swrongwiththem.

UnathicametositnexttomeIlookedather

Unathi:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"I'm goodandareyouokay?"Shesmiled

andnod.

Unathi:"YouknowZeeIhaveneverseenMbasa

sohappyhewouldalwayspretendthatheis

happybuthewasn'tbutnowIseehow

genuinelyheiswithyou.Yourpresenceinhis

lifemadehim abetterversionofhimself.My

brothersneverhadacloserelationshipbutever

seeyoucameintoourfamily,theyhavebeen

tiedonahip.Forthefirstmyparentsarehappy

toseethem likethat.Youarelikeagluethat

holdsourfamilytogetherandthankyouso

much"it'sthefirsttimeIseeherthisemotional

andsheismakingmeemotionaltoo.



Me:"Youguysaremyfamilyandalwaystreated

melikeonebeforeIwaswithyourbrother,I

lovehim somuchyouknow"shesmiledand

huggedmeIsometimesforgetthatsheisthe

eldestchild.

Unathi:"Nowlet'smakeatoasttoanew

journey"shesaidhandingmeaglassof

champagne

Me:"Doyouwanttokillyournieceornephew?"

Unathi:"What?!!"Shesaidwithherlipshanging

open"Youarepre---"Iquicklycoveredher

mouth

Me:"Shh"shenodsandsmiled

Unathi:"OhmygodI'm sohappyforLuthando

thisissomethinghealwayswanted.Wow"

Me:"YeahIjustwanttomakehim happy"

Unathi:"Andyouarehishappinessgirl"we

continuedchattingIwasgladthatmyin-laws



lovemesomuchandacceptmeforme.

Kuhle:"Hey"eversinceshegotherewehaven't

saidmuchtoeachotherandIcouldseeshe

wasn'tokay.

Me:"Heygirlfriend,areyouokay?"Shesigh

Kuhle:"I'm okay"Iknowshe'slying

Me:"TalktomeKuhle,I'm here"shelookedat

meandblinkedhertearsawayIquickly

engulfedherintoahug.

Thisgirlhavebeenthereformesincetheday

shemetmeandIfeelbadthatIhavebeentoo

busywithmylifeIbarelyhangoutwithher

anymore,thefactthatsheseemstobegoing

throughalotandIhavenoideawhathasbeen

happeninginherlifeitmakesmetheworse

friendever.

Me:"It'sokayI'm sorry"Isaidwipinghertears

Kuhle:"Uhthanks"



Me:"Doyouwanttotalkaboutit"shenods

Kuhle:"Iknowthisisnotmyplacetosaythis

butitisaffectingme,Kopanoispregnantand

yourtwinisthefather"whatthehellmyparents

aregoingtomurderus,allthreeofusaregoing

tohavebabiesinthesameyear.

Me:"WowIdon'tknowwhattosaybutI'm just

concernedaboutyou,howisthisaffectingyou"

shesigh

Kuhle:"Whentherelationshipstartedyour

brotherwascleartoKopanothathewanted

nothingbutjustfun.ObviouslyKopanowas

heartbrokenItoldhertojustendthingswith

him butshedidn'titledtopregnancy.Your

brotherisstilltherebecausesheispregnant

andwantstobeafather.NowKopanoisbusy

accusingmeofwantingyourbrotherformyself,

shehasbecomethispersonwhoisobsessive

aboutyourbrother.Yourbrotherisalsonot

makingthingseasyformenx!"Ilookedat



Kopanowhowassittingwithmybrotherand

smilingnonestopthisisn'tgoingtoendwell.

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanheisnotmakingthings

easyforyou?"Shesighinannoyance

Kuhle:"It'slikeheisstalkingme,heis

everywhereIam.Heevenwenttomywork

placetoaskmehowKopanowasdoing

knowingverywellheannoystheshitoutofme.

Idon'tunderstandhim andheiscausingme

unnecessaryhatefrom myroommatewhois

myfriend.Hewentasfaraslikingallmy

picturesongram"shesaidfrustratedIlooked

atmybrotherIdidn'tfindhim asapsychountil

now.

Me:"Iwilltalktohim okay"shenods

Kuhle:"ThankyoupleasedoIdon'twantKopano

goingallpsychoonme"Inod.

TheeveningwentbyLuthandowasbusywith

myfatherIdon'tknowwhatweretheytalking



aboutbutitwasseriousandIcouldonlyguess

whatitwas.

IwalkedtowardsMnqoandKopanowhowere

talkingaboutsomethingseriousIclearedmy

throat

Kopano:"Zee"shesaidsmilingsomethingabout

haschangedormaybeit'showshehasbeen

treatingKuhlethat'sbuggingme.

Me:"Hey,canIstealmybrotherforaminute?"

Kopano:"OfcourseZee"Iraisedmyeyebrows

andshesmiledthenwalkedaway

Me:"Andthen?"Isaidlookingattheidiotinfront

ofme.

Mnqo:"It'snothing"Ilaughedfeelingallsortsof

anger

Me:"Idon'tcareaboutthatMnqophisobutthe

onlythingIwon'tletyoudoisinvolvingKuhlein

yourshit"



Mnqo:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Heisacting

confused

Me:"Didyouknowthatyourgirlfriendismaking

Kuhle'slifemiserableallthankstoyou"Hisface

quicklychangetobeingworried

Mnqo:"What?"

Me:"YougotKopanopregnantMnqophiso

knowingverywellthatyouarenotintoher.Now

shehasallthisideathatyouandherwillbethis

perfectfamily.AndyoustalkingKuhleisjust

crossingtheline,youwentasfaraslikingall

herpicturesonInstagram andofcourse

Kopanoseesthatdumbass"

Mnqo:"I'm notstalkingherZizipho"hesaid

frustrated

Me:"Thenifnotwhatareyoudoingtellme?"

Mnqo:"Kuhlehatesmygutandbarelygivesme

timeinaday.Whatam Isupposedtodo?"



Me:"What?"

Mnqo:"Ilikeherit'slikeIshouldbearoundher

allthetime.Sheistheonlygirlthatchallenges

meandtellmetofuckoff.Shedoesn'tfallat

myfitlikeKopanodoes.Sheisdifferent,her

smileisjustperfect,thewaythatshechewsher

foodit'sdifferent"

Me:"NoNoNoandNo"thisain'thappening

Mnqo:"Ithinksheistheon---"

Me:"Shutthefuckup,doyouknowthemess

youjustcausedforyourself"

Mnqo:"Ididn'tknowokayandIwishIlet

KopanogothatdayIwishIcouldturn

everythingaroundbutthat'smybabyinher

belly"

Me:"Thisisjustwow"Isaidwalkingaway

Mnqo:"Zizipho"Ilookedathim

Me:"Ican'thelpyouwiththisoneyouhaveto



figureitoutonyourown.Kopanodoesn't

deservethisbutmostofallKuhleiswaytoo

goodforallthis.Theyarefriendsforcryingout

loud"

Mnqo:"YouarerightandI'm notaskingyouto

helpmebutallI'm askingyouistosupportme"

Isighedandwalkedbacktohim.

Me:"Iloveyoupleasetrytosolvethis"henods

andhuggedme.

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingtohappenbutoneof

thegirlswillbehurt,thisisamess.

Mbuso

Zizipho'sceremonywasbeautifulandmy

brotherwassohappytobebyherside.

TheDlamini'sreallywentalloutfortheir

daughterandeverythingwasfinallyfallinginto

place.



IlookedatZiziphoandMnqophisowhoseem to

bediscussingsomethingimportant.

Iwassittingbymyselfsincemybrotherwas

calledbyMrDlaminitodiscussafewthings

withhim

"Idon'tlikeitwhenyouoverthink"Iturnedto

findMpumi.

IreallyappreciatehowshehasbeenafriendI

neededlatelyit'slikesheunderstandswhatI'm

goingthrough.

Me:"Heyyoulookstunning"shewasinaXhosa

outfitshelookedbeautifulinit.

Mpumi:"Thankyou,howareyoufeeling?"I

sighed

Me:"ImettherealLindiwe"shelookedatme

Mpumi:"Whathappened?"

Me:"Herancestorsdon'twantmeasasonin-

lawanymore"



Mpumi:"I'm sorry"Ilookedatherandsmiled

Me:"Don'tbeI'm gladtheydon'twantmecause

Idon'twantanythingremindingmeofLindiwe"

shesigh

Mpumi:"Rememberwha---"Ichuckled

Me:"IknowIknowIhavetofaceeverythingand

Iam"shelaughed

Mpumi:"Finethen"

Me:"Howisyourfamily?"Shesmiled

Mpumi:"Theyaresupportiveevenmystep-mom

isworkingonourrelationship,Idon'tknowhow

Ineversawthatsheissuchagoodwoman"

Me:"Sydneyremember!"Shelaughedtoapoint

thatshewasfallingoffherchairItriedtohelp

herbutinsteadwebothfelloffthechair.

Mpumi:"Youareheavy"Ifellontopofher

Me:"Andyouaretooclumsytobeaprincess"



Mpumi:"Saysablindedseer"webothlaughed

it'sfunnyhowweareabletolaughabout

everythingwearegoingthrough.

SomeoneclearedtheirthroatIdon'tknowifwe

forgetthatwewereinapublicplace.

IquicklyhelpedMpumiupwhoseem terrified

Me:"Dad"helookedatusyoucouldseeitwas

takingeverythinginhim nottolaugh

Dad:"Uhdon'tmindmejustwatching"thisguy.

Mpumi:"UhhhseeyouMbuso,byeMrNdlovu"

Me:"Youhavegrassalloveryouletmehelp

you"Isaidcleaningherupmydadwasstill

standingrightnexttous.

Mpumi:"Thanks"shequicklywalkedaway

Me:"Dad!!"

Dad:"Youhavegrassalloveryouletmehelp

you"hesaidimitatingmeandlaughing



Me:"Stopitdad"

Dad:"Thatwasentertaining"hesaidlaughing

Me:"OkayI'm leaving"Isaidwalkingaway

Dad:"NowwhatdidIdo"hesaidfollowingme

Me:"Stopfollowingme"helaughed

Dad:"Thisisgonnabeinteresting"Ijustran

awayfrom him thatmadehim laughevenmore,

mydadissomethingelsesometimes.

Insert56

Zizipho

IfeltlikethiswasanewjourneyformeIhave

beenthroughtheworsethingsinlifeandcrieda

riveroftearsbutthroughallthatIfinallyfound

onepersonwhoshowedmethatthroughthe

hardeststormsinmylife,hewillholdmyhand

andtellmeit'sokay.



Onewouldsaymylifeisamoviebutformeit

wasreal.

I'm gratefultohavefoundapersonthatlivesfor

me,that'sararethingandIwillholdontoitfor

therestofmylife.

Mnqophisotransferredmoneyintomyaccount

sothatIcouldtakeKuhleout,notthatI'm

complainingbutIthoughtItoldhim notto

involvemeinhisshit.

AndhisreasonwasthatKuhledeservesome

airandbeawayfrom Kopanoforalittlebit

sincesheisactingupthatwasthoughtfulof

him consideringthefactthatitwashisfault

thatthingsarelikethisbetweenthetwowomen.

Afterseeingthatcommentfrom Kopanocalling

mesisterinlawandonlycomplimentingmeI

justcutthelivebecauseIwasn'tabouttostir

andentertaindramaonmylive.

Me:"Areyouokay?"IsaidlookingatKuhleafter



cuttingoffmyliveshesigh

Kuhle:"Honestlyitdoesn'tbothermeanymore

soyeahI'm fine"Ismiledandkissedhercheek.

Me:"Howaboutyoucomewithmeandlivewith

myfamilyforawhilejustbeawayfrom heryou

know"shesighedagain

Kuhle:"Iwouldlovetobeawayfrom herbutI

don'tthinkcomingtoyourhomewhereyour

brotheralsoliveisagoodidea.Itwillmake

thingsworseshewillprobablygotothepalace

andtellyourwholefamilythatsheispregnant

thenmoveinjusttokeepmeawayfrom him"

Me:"CanIaskyousomething?"Shenods"Do

youlikehim?"Shechuckled

Kuhle:"Mnqophiso?"Inod"NoIdon'tlikehim,

hesuffocatesmeandmakesithardformeto

breatheeverytimeheisaround"

Me:"Okayyoulikehim"shelaughedandIstare

ather



Kuhle:"Youareserious?"Shesaidwithafrown

onherface

Me:"Youhavenoreasontohatehim buthere

youarehatinghisgutstothecore,hispresence

suffocatesyou.OnlythingI'm sayingiswe

showourloveforpeopledifferentlysomaybe

youarehatingonhim becauseyoulikehim"she

cracked

Kuhle:"YouwatchingHighSchoolmoviestoo

much,thisisnotamoviewheretwopeople

hateeachotherthenendupfallingdeeplyin

lovewitheachother.Idon'tlikehim period!!"I

laughed

Me:"Don'tbedefensiveaboutitthen!"

Kuhle:"Wellit'supsetting!Thisisallhisfault"

Me:"Noit'syourfaultKuhle,myfriendyougave

youropiniononamatterthatdoesn'tconcern

you.YoushouldhaveletKopanomakeherOwn

mistakebutyoudidn't.Itmighthavebeen



comingfrom agoodplacefrom youbutshe

didn'tseeitlikethat"shegroaned

Kuhle:"IknowIjustthoughtIwasbeing

protective.Yourbrotherkeptpokingmeit'slike

helovestoseeallfiestyonhim itgiveshim

pleasure"

Me:"WellItalkedtohim"sheclearsherthroat.

Kuhle:"Hekissedme"Ichokedonmyjuice

Me:"What?"

Kuhle:"Heisdrivingmecrazy,Ithoughtyoutold

him tostopdraggingmeintotheirmessbut

twohourslaterhecornersmethenkisstheshit

outofme.Whothehelldoesthat?"

Me:"Forsomeonewhowaskissedbytheguy

shehatesyousoundtoocalm"

Kuhle:"Beingangryaboutitwon'thelpyour

brotherisalwaysdoingtheopposite,soImight

aswellbracemyself"Iraisedmyeyebrows



Me:"Yougoingtolethim kissyou?"

"Whoiskissingwho?"WeturnedtolookatherI

justsigh

Me:"Kopano"

Kopano:"Thisisniceit'sashameIwasn't

invited"IlookedatKuhlewhojustshruggedher

shoulders

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Kopano:"I'm heretohavelunchwithmyfriends"

Kuhle:"IthinkIshouldgo"shesaidtakingher

handbag

Kopano:"Nonodon'tleavebecauseofme"

Me:"Wewerejustleavinganyways"

Kuhle:"It'sokayZiziphoyoucanspendtimewith

hersheisyourfriendtoo"

Kopano:"Youmeansisterin-law?"Kuhle

chuckled



Kuhle:"Showusthering"okaythisistakinga

dramaticturn

Kopano:"What?"Shesaidconfused

Kuhle:"ImeanifZiziphoisyoursisterin-law

thenyoumustbemarriedtoherbrothersowe

wanttoseethering"Kuhleissuchacalm

personbutrightnowshewasn'tshewasfedup

Me:"Okaygirlscalm down"

Kopano:"Juststayawayfrom him"

Me:"Haike!"Isaidsippingonmyjuice

Kuhle:"Okay,IguessonSundayI'm notgoingto

church"welookedatherconfusedshenever

misseschurchthisoneandwhatdoeschurch

havetodowiththis

Me:"What?Why?"

Kuhle:"BecausethroughouttheSundayIwillbe

fuckingMnqophiso,givehim howhewantsit.

AndwhenI'm donewithhim hecannowcome



backtoyouwifeyifhewillevenwanttocome

back"myjawsdroppedbecauseI'm tryingto

registerwhatshejustsaidthewholesceneof

whatshejustsaidisjustsomethingIdon'twant

toeverhearinmylife,herandfucking?No.

Kopano:"Whatdidyoujustsay?"Shesaid

walkingclosetoher,alleyeswereonusIdon't

wanttobetrendingforallthewrongreasonsI

canalreadyimaginealltheheadlinesand

captionsofthissituationhere.

Kuhle:"I'm sayingI'm goingtotakeyourbaby

daddyKopanoandnowyouwillhaveareason

tohateme!"

Me:"OkayCutit!Weareinapublicplaceincase

youdidn'tnotice!"

Kopano:"Hewouldneverdatesomeonelike

you"

Kuhle:"Thenwhyareyousothreatenedbymeif

that'swhatyouthink"shewalkedawaybut



quicklycamebacktous

Me:"Herewego!"Iwhisperedtomyself

Kuhle:"OhKopanopleaseaskhim howitwas

whenhewasrunninghishandonwaistwhen

hekissedme,howdidhefeelwhenhehadme

pinnedagainstthewallwithmyarmsabovemy

headlockedbyhis.Ittookhim twosecondsof

kissingmetogivehim aboner.ZiziphoIwill

waitforyouinthecar"whoisshe?Causethat's

notmysweetfriendKuhleIaskedmyselfas

shewalkedtotheentranceleavingmewith

Kopanowholookedlikeshejustsawaghost.

Me:"UhKopanowhat'sgoingon?"

Kopano:"YoulethersaythatalltomeZizipho"I

lookedatherconfused

Me:"Youstartedallofthis,whydidyoueven

comehere?"

Kopano:"What?Sonowyouaretakingher

side?"Ichuckled



Me:"Don'tblameanyoneforthis.Keepyourself

checkedbecauseI'm notsweetlikeKuhle"she

chuckled

Kopano:"Sonowyouhaveabackbonejust

becauseyouareaprincess!"

Me:"LookKopanoI'm notdoingthiswithyou

becauseIhavesomedignitytomaintain.Tryto

beagoodgirlandtakecareofmynieceor

nephewbecauseifyoukeepgoingthiswayyou

mightvomitthatbabyinsteadofgivingbirth"I

tookmyhandbagandleft.

KuhlewassittingonthebackandIjoinedher

wehadtwoguardsafterwhathappened

happenedmyfamilydoesn'twantmetogo

anywaywithoutprotection.

NotonlydoIhavetwoguardstherearefour

othersintheSUV.

Shehadherheadleaningbackonthesither

eyeswereclosed



Me:"Heysavage!"Shechuckledandlookedat

me

Kuhle:"I'm sorryaboutthat"Isigh

Me:"It'sokay,wearepickingyourclothesnot

discussion.Andthiswillmakeyourmissionof

fuckingmybrotheronaSundayverypossible"

Kuhle:"Pleasestopit!"Shesaidlaughing

Me:"Ihatethepositionyouguysareputtingme

in,Imisstheoldus"

Kuhle:"Iknowbutthingscan'talwaysturnout

thewaywewantthem tobabes"

Wedrovetoherplaceandpickedherclothes

andallthatsheisgoingtoneed

Wedrovetothepalaceoveraliteconversation

MnqophisosawusIaskedSindyourhelperto

showKuhleaguestroom.

Mnqo:"Thebags?"



Me:"Whataboutthebags?"

Mnqo:"What'sgoingon?"Isigh

Me:"Yourgirlfriendhappened,sheshowedin

therestaurantandstartedsayingthings.Alot

happenedsoKuhlewillstayhereforawhile"

Mnqo:"SheisnotmygirlfriendZizipho"Irollmy

eyes

Me:"Whydon'tyoutellherthatbecauseshe

thinksshe'syourwife"

Mnqo:"OkayIWillsortthatoutlaterbutisKuhle

okay?"

Me:"Theonlythingyoushouldbeconcerned

aboutitsyourbabymama,whydidyoukissher"

Mnqo:"Toseeifshelikesme,Ididn'tforcethe

kissIpromise"Ishookmyhead

Me:"And?"

Mnqo:"Shedoeslikeme"



Me:"Youwouldknowthatbecause?"

Mnqo:"Becauseshedidn'tpushmebutshe

respondedtothekiss"okaythat'snews

Me:"Justfixyouraffairsandstayawayfrom

Kuhlenowthatshe'shere!"

Mnqo:"Nowyouareaskingfortheimpossible"

Me:"MnqophisoDlamini!"

Mnqo:"Okayfine!Iwilltrykeepingmydistance"

Me:"Good!"

IwenttojoinKuhleandhelpedherunpack,I

justwonderhowwillthisendbecauseitgives

mechills.

Mbuso

Ithasbeentwodayssincethecleansingwas

performed.

AsmuchasIdidn'twanttobenearLindiweit



hadtobedoneshehadtohelpmewith

cleansing.

Theytoldmethatmyancestorswerenotsaying

anythingconcerningthegiftsoitcouldbe

possiblethatIwon'tgetitback.

ThethoughtaloneleavesmeshatteredbutI

canonlyhopeforthebest.

IhadatherapysessionandMpumi

accompaniedmethenwedecidedtograblunch

after.

Mpumi:"Youwillgetyourgiftback"shesaid

lookingatmeshereallydoesmakethings

betterformesheissoeasytotalkto.

Me:"Ihopesoenoughaboutthesadstuff"

Mpumi:"Wellifnotthesadstuffthenwhat?"I

chuckled

Me:"Icecream andmovieslateron"

Mpumi:"Ihavetoprepareformydate!"shesaid



smilingIswearIhadastroke

Me:"Huh?I...mea...Imeandate?"

Mpumi:"YeahMeandmystep-mom arehaving

adatetonight.Sometimealonegettingtoknow

eachotherandgoskating,bowlingallthat"I

feellikesomeonejustpouredsomewateron

mywholebodybecauseIwassorelieved

Me:"Thatsoundfun!"

Mpumi:"YeahI'm gladsheisdoingallthisfor

meyouknow"shesaidlookingsad

Me:"IknowMpumi,Iknowyouwishyoulether

inbackthenbutthere'sstilltimeyoucanenjoy

allthosemotheranddaughterthingswithher.

Whatmattersissheforgaveyouandisworking

onyourrelationship"

Mpumi:"Yeahthankyou"shesaidlookingatme

intheeye

Me:"Forwhat?"Thatcameoutasahusky



whisper

Mpumi:"Forbeinghereandnotjudgeformy

past,ithelpsalotanditmeanstheworldto

me"

Me:"Aslongasyoustay"

Mpumi:"Ipromiseyoutostay"Ikissedher

forehead

Me:"Thenwearegood"shenodswhilestill

lookingatme

Mpumi:"Thisisnotwrong,right?"

Me:"Noit'snot"Ipushedthestrandofhair

behindherear,ourlipslockedkissingherfelt

rightanddifferentIpulledaway

Mpumi:"I'm sorry"Idon'tknowwhatshethinks

Me:"IpulledawaybecauseIwasenjoyingittoo

much"Icouldseeherbeingrelieved

Mpumi:"OhIthoughtImadeyouuncomfortable

orsomething"webothsmiled



Me:"Itcouldbeanythingbutthat"

Mpumi:"Alrightthen"

Idroppedheroffatthepalaceanddroveback

athome.

AssoonasIlookedatthepictureswetook

togetherIpostedone"Sunshine"that'swhatI

callherbecauseshedoesbrightenmydayand

givesmehope.

ItookanapuntilIfeltsomeonepushingmy

headunderthewaterIcouldn'tbarelybreathe,I

triedpushedmyheadoutofthewaterbutI

could,thenIfeelmysoulleavingmybody.

IwokeuppantingitwasjustanightmareIwas

soakingwetIdon'tknowifitwasmysweator

water.

Me:"Fuck"Isaidcalmingmyselfdown.

Igotupandwenttodrinksomewater.

Igotinsidemyroom thenchangethewet



clotheswhenIbroughtmyeyesupIcouldsee

him sittingontheedgeofmybed,hegrewa

littlebitthanthelasttimeIsawhim

Me:"Junior!"Hebroughthiseyesup.

Insert55

Luthando

ItwasniceseeingZiziphosohappyyoucould

seehowhappyshewasduringherceremony

andthebestpartIwastheretowitnessthe

happiestmomentofherlife.

Iwasnervouswhenherfathercalledmeaside

butMrDlaminiwantswhat'sbestforhis

childrenhegavemeagoaheadtomarryhis

daughterandwaswillingtohaveusthis

weekendtopaylobolaforherandthatwasa

musictomyears.

IseeMbusorunningtowardsmeandIwas



stunned

Me:"Whoareyourunningfrom?"Helooked

behind

Mbuso:"Yourfather"Iraisedmyeyebrowsin

confusion

Me:"Why?"

Mbuso:"HekindasawmeontopofMpumi"I

gasped

Me:"Hesawyoutwohavingsex?"Helaughed

Mbuso:"Nowefelloffthechairandyourdad

appearedattheworsemoment"Ilaughed

Me:"AndI'm surehemadeMpumishyand

embarrassed"

Mbuso:"Youhavenoidea"

Me:"That'scrazy,sowhat'sthedealwithyou

two?"

Mbuso:"Wearefriends...fornow"Inod



Me:"Don'tpreventyourselffrom beinghappy

becauseofhowthingsendedwithLindiwe"he

sigh

Mbuso:"YouknowmeandMpumigototherapy

sessionstogetherIgottohersandshegoesto

mine"

Me:"What?!"Iwassosurprised

Mbuso:"Yeahit'slikeI'm gettingtoknowher

throughallthosesessions"Ismiled

Me:"WellI'm gladsheisbeingthereforyou"

Mbuso:"Hereisyourfather"hesaidrollinghis

eyesasdadapproachesus

Dad:"Ifitain'tmytwofavouritepeople"weboth

groanedinfrustration

Mbuso:"Daddon'tstart"

Dad:"WhatdidIdonow?Mbasapleasetalkto

yourbrother"Ishruggedmyshoulders

Mbuso:"Okaydadthereisnothinggoingon



betweenmeandMpumiwearejustfriendsso

pleasestop"Dadlaughed

Dad:"Okaybutsheishot"

Us:"JesusDad"helaughed

Dad:"Imeanyouguysareblessedtobetapping

thoseasses"that'swhysometimesIwishI

couldsellmydad

Mbuso:"Let'sgoMbasa"welefthim withthe

biggestsmirkever

Me:"Canyoubelieveyourfatherthou?"He

shookhishead

Mbuso:"Heiscrazy"wewenttojoinMnqophiso

whoseemedtobelostonhisthoughts

Me:"Areyouokay?"Isaidtappinghisshoulders

Mnqo:"Imessedup"hesaidrunninghishandon

theface

Mbuso:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Mnqo:"I'm intoKuhle"weallwentsilent.

Me:"That'sKopano'sfriendandroommate"he

sigh

Mnqo:"Iknowthatandthat'swhyIsayImessed

upit'slikeshelivesrentfreeonmymind"

Mbuso:"That'sreallymessedup"

Mnqo:"That'snoteventheworsepart"weboth

lookedathim togoon"IgotKopanopregnant"

Mbuso:"Damnit!KopanoisourcousinMnqo

andifyouaregoingtohurtherlikethat,it's

fuckedup"Mnqosighedinfrustration

Mnqo:"Idon'twanttohurtherbutwhatifKuhle

ismychosenwifewhatdoIdothenbecause

thereisnorunningawayfrom that"

Me:"Wowthereisnorunningawayfrom thisif

Kuhleisyourchosenonethenyouarescrewed"

Mbuso:"Whatareyougoingtodo?"

Mnqo:"Istilldon'tknow"



Me:"Wellthat'slifeforyouandIfeelsorryfor

you"hesighed.

TWODAYSLATER

Kopano

Mnqophisowastakingmetoadoctor's

appointmenttoday.

ThingsbetweenmeandKuhlewereworseand

atthismomentIdon'tcareaboutherIdon't

understandhowshecan'tjustbehappyforme

sheisjustjealousandbitterthatshehasno

one.

MnqotextedmethatheisoutsideandI

grabbedmypurse.

Igotinsidethecarandkissedhischeek

Me:"Goodmorning"helookedatme



Mnqo:"Morning"hedroveoffhewasawfully

quiet.

ThedoctorcalledusinandIhadtochange.

Dr:"Thisisgonnabecold"shesaidbefore

smearingagelonmybelly.

ShestartedmovingthescanandIlookedat

Mnqowhowaslookingatthescreen

Mnqo:"That'saloudheartbeat"hesaidsmilingI

smiledtoo

Dr:"YeahDrDseemslikeyougotyourselfsome

warriorhere"Ididn'tlikehowshewastalkingto

him

Me:"Thankstomerightbaby?"Isaidlookingat

him,heclearedhisthroat

Mnqo:"Uhyeah,pleaseprintthoseoutforme

Zoe"shenodsandwalkedout.

Idressedupandwewenttoheroffice.

Zoe:"Everythingisnormalwithyourbabyasa



doctorMnqophisoyouknowitiscrucialforher

torest"

Mnqo:"OkaythanksZoe"wownowtheyarein

firstnamebasis.

Wewalkedoutandgottothecarthendroveoff.

Me:"Let'sgrablunchtogether"heraisedhis

eyebrows

Mnqo:"KopanoIthinkyouareforgettingwhat

thisis.Wearejustparentstoourbabynotina

relationshipifyouarehungrywewilljusthave

toordertakeout"Ichuckled

Me:"That'swhyyouwerefilteringwiththat

doctorright?"

Mnqo:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"Don'tyouseethatIloveyouandweare

havingababytogetherMnqophiso"Isaid

touchinghisarm hesigh

Mnqo:"OkayKopanoI'm notdoingthiswithyou"



hesaidstoppingthecar.

Me:"WhatareyounotdoingwithmeMnqo?

Huh?"Ibangedthedashboard

Mnqo:"WhatthehellKopano?!!"

Me:"I'm sorrybabyit'sjustthatyoufrustrateme

sometimes"Isaidsnugglinginhisarms

Mnqo:"Let'sjustdriveyouhome"Ismiledand

hestartedthecaragain.

Wegotintomyapartmentcomplex.

Mnqo:"Yourfoodwillarrivesoon"Ismiled

Me:"That'swhyIloveyou"Iperkedhislipsand

gotoutofthecar.

IgotinsidetheapartmentthankGodKuhle

wasn'taround.

ThefoodarrivedafewminuteslaterItooka

pictureandposteditonInstagram.

"Whenyourmanfeedsyouandyourbaby"



withinfewminutesithadsomanylikes.

InoticedthatZiziphowasliveIwatchedherlive

shewaswithKuhleatsomefancyrestaurant.

"Youknowthesenecklaceslooksogoodonus"

theyboughtmatchingnecklace.

Kuhle:"ThankyouZeeforthisIreallyneeded

someair"Ichuckledandscreamedin

frustration.

Idecidedtocommentonherlive

"Lookingnicesisterinlaw"shewasbusy

readingcommentsoutloudandreplyingto

questionsandcompliments

Zee:"Youlooknicesisterin-law?"sheaskedand

lookedatKuhle"Thanks"sheendedthelive.

Me:"Kuhleyouarereallytestingme!!!Ziziphois

mysisterin-lawnotyours"Iwentthroughher

Instagram shejustpostedpictureswithZizipho

andMnqophisolikedthepicturesheeven



commented"Yougirlslookstunning"whilehe

saidnothingtomypost

Me:"KuhleKuhleKuhle"Isaidtappingmyfeet.

••••••••

SHORTIKNOW BABESI'M SLEEPY

Insert57

Mbuso

Helookedatmethensmilehewalkedtome

andhuggedmeitfeltsowarm andreal.

Iwasn'tsureifIwasstilldreamingorthiswas

real.

Me:"Heybuddy"helookedatme

Junior:"It'sokayuncleMbuso,thisisrealI'm

here"

Me:"Whydidyoudrownmeinwater?"He



laughed

Junior:"BeingaNdlovuitmeansgrand

entrances"Ilaughed

Me:"Wemissyoubuddyespeciallyyourmother"

Junior:"ImisshertoobutI'm atpeacenowand

sheishappy"

Me:"Ifyouareatpeacethenwhatareyoudoing

here?"Hesitsonmybed

Junior:"I'm notreallyherebutyoucanseeme

becauseyouhaveyourgift"

Me:"What?"

Junior:"I'm herespiritualbutnotphysically,I'm

herebecauseeveryseerhasaspiritual

guardianandIwillbeyours"Ilookedathim

confused

Me:"SoIhavemygiftback?"

Junior:"Yesandpleaseguarditwithyourlife

thistimebecausetherearenothirdchancesin



this"

Me:"Sowhatnow?"

Junior:"Forsomeonewhohashisgiftbackyou

don'tlookthrilled"Ichuckled

Me:"TrustmeIam butI'm worriedwhatifI

messupagain"

Junior:"Andwhatifyoudon't,Stopworrying

abouttomorrow.Iftheyknewyouwerenot

worthgettingthistheywouldn'thavegivenit

backtoyoubuttheytrustyouandbelieveinyou,

yougotthis"

Me:"Wowokaythankyou"hesmiled

Junior:"Iwilltakemyleavenow"Ilookedathim

Me:"Don'tyouatleastwanttoseeyourparents,

theymissyouJunior"heshookhishead

Junior:"Iknowtheydobuttheyhaven'thealed

from everythingseeingmenowwilldisturbtheir

healingprocesstheywillseemewhenthetime



isright"

Me:"Iwillsendmyregardsthen"hechuckled

anddisappeared.

ItookmyphoneandIwasabouttotextMpumi

butIrememberedthatshehasdinnerwithher

Mom.

IwashappythatIgotmygiftbackanditjust

feltright.

Iwalkedtothemainhouseandfoundmyfamily

seated.

Dad:"Herecomesloverboy"mybrotherlaughed

Mom:"What?!"Shesaidlookingatme

Me:"Don'tlookatmeIdon'tknowwhat'syour

husbandistalkingabout"Isaidjoiningthetable

Dad:"Don'tworrymyqueenthat'sourpillowtalk

fortonight"

Unathi:"Ithinkweheardenough"theylaughed.



Me:"Igotsomegreatnews!"

Dad:"Didyoupropose?"Irolledmyeyes

Me:"Nodad,Igotmygiftback!"

Them:"What?!"Theysaidinunison

Me:"Wellmyspiritualguardianbroughtitback

tome"

Dad:"Who?"

Me:"Junior"IsaidlookingatMbasawhoquickly

lookedatme

Mom:"Wowthat'sgreatnews"

Mbasa:"Excuseme"hequicklywalkedout

Juniorwasrighttheyhaven'thealedfrom losing

him,Ilookedatmydadhenods.

Ifollowedmybrotherhewassittingoutsideon

mom'sgarden.

Me:"I'm sorry"hequicklywipedhistears

Mbasa:"it'sokayIjustmisshim somuch"



Me:"Andhemissesyoutoobutheisnotready

toconnectwithyouyetashefeelslikeitwill

disturbyourhealingprocess"

Mbasa:"Ifanythingthatwouldmakeushappy,

knowingthatheisokay"

"IguessIwaswrong"Juniorsayssittingnextto

him Mbasaquicklyhugshim

Mbasa:"Imissedyoubuddy"it'sthefirsttime

seeinghim soemotionalIwalkedawaygiving

them space.

Kopano

Iwokeupfeelingallkindsofemotions.

IwasangryatKuhleforthinkingthatshecould

justwazzleherwayintoMnqo.

Thedisrespectshegavemeyesterdayand

humiliatingmeinpubliclikethat.



AsforZiziphochoosingherovermeIfeelso

betrayedI'm theonecarryingherbrother'schild

notKuhle,shethreatenedmelikeIwasnothing

toheratall.

SheeventookKuhletoliveinherhomenear

Mnqoandtomethat'sprettyobviouswhose

sideissheon.

Ibarelysleptlastnightallthescenariosof

KuhleandMnqokissingkeptplayinginmyhead.

IcriedthroughoutthenightIwashurtthat

Mnqowoulddothistous.

IwokeuptoarumblingstomachIwashungryI

wantedtotextMnqotobringmebreakfastbutI

couldn'tIwasangryathim forcheatingonme.

Iwenttothekitchentopreparesomecerealbut

IwasdisturbedbyaloudknockIdragged

myselftothedooritwasMnqohehadapaper

bagonhishandasifheknewIwashungry.

Me:"Hello"



Mnqo:"Meandyouneedtotalk"hesaidmaking

hiswayinandsettledonthecouch

Me:"Okay"Isaidsittingdown

Mnqo:"What'syourproblem?"Ilookedathim

confused

Me:"Whatproblem?"

Mnqo:"Don'tactstupidKopano,Iwantyouto

getthisstraightmeandyouarenotdating,we

werejusthavingandunfortunatelythefunwe

werehavingputustothissituationrightwhich

apparentlyisconfusingyouorgivingyouideas.

Wearejustconnectedbyourbabynothing

more.WewillneverbetogetherbecauseIdon't

loveyou"bythetimehefinishestearswere

runningdownmycheeks

Me:"Don'tsaythatplease"

Mnqo:"NoKopanoIwasclearwithyoufrom the

beginningandnothinghaschanged.Ididn't

wanttohurtyouandI'm sorrybutsuchislife



somethingsarejustnotmeanttobe"

Me:"Iwantedtoendthingswithyoubutyou

seducedmethatMnqo"hesighed

Mnqo:"AndforthatI'm sorryitwaswrong.After

thatIgaveyouachancetowalkawayandtold

youIrespectyourdecisionbutyoustayed

KopanoknowingverywellIfeltnothingforyou

andthatstillhasn'tchanged"

Me:"Isthat'swhyyoukissedKuhle?"

Mnqo:"Don'tbringherintothis"Ifeltmyheart

breakintopieces

Me:"Nowyouaredefendingherwow"

Mnqo:"I'm notdefendinganyonehere.If

anythingI'm tryingtobethereforyoubutyour

behaviourispushingeveryoneaway"

Me:"SheismyfriendMnqophiso"heshookhis

head.

Mnqo:"Youdon'ttreatyourfriendsthewayyou



havebeendoingKopano.RememberIoweyou

noloyaltyIknowthishashbutit'sbecauseyou

don'tknowyourplaceinone'slife.Iwouldsay

Kuhleistheonewhoowesyouloyaltybut

honestlyspeakingwithmykindyoudon't

choose"

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?!"

Mnqo:"Nothingthatconcernyousothisisme

tellingyouKopanowearenotdating,let'sjust

focusonthatbabythat'sit"Iwipedmytears

Me:"Okaythenit'sabouttimeyourparents

knowthatwearehavingachildtogetherand

knowingthem theywillwanttheirgrandchild

growingupasaDlamini"

Mnqo:"Wellokaythen"Ichuckled

Me:"OhdearMnqophisoyourchildwillonlybea

DlaminiifIam oneandifthat'snotthecase

thenforgetit"helookedathim indisbelief

Mnqo:"Youarejokingright?!"Ismiled



Me:"It'seitherthatoryouwillneverseeyour

preciouschild"heshookhishead

Mnqo:"I'm notmarryingyouKopano"

Me:"Okaythenforgetaboutthischild"hestood

upandwalkedclosetomethenlookedatme.

Mnqo:"Youclearlydon'tknowanythingabout

royalty,youcan'tkeepthatchildawayfrom me

evenifyoudo,mybabywillfoundwillfindhis

wayhome"

Me:"Wewillseeaboutthat"hechuckled

Mnqo:"Don'tstartawaryouwon'tbeableto

finish"hesaidthatthentouchedmybellythen

squaddownandkissedit"Iloveyousomuch"

Me:"Thisisascloseyouwillevergetnearthis

baby"henodsandwalkedout.

Isettleddownonthecouchthisisnotgoingto

beeasy.



Narrated

Mnqophisodrovehomefeelingangry,hemight

notloveKopanobutheloveshisbabywhole

heartedly.

Heneededtotellhisparentsabouthischild

beforeKopanodosomethingstupid.

HegothomeandwentstraighttoZizipho's

room,sheistheonlypersonthatunderstands

him.

Hedidn'tknockhejustpushedthedooronlyto

findKuhlenotZizipho.

Theystaredateachotherwithoutsaying

anything,Mnqophisoclearedhisthroat.

Mnqo:"SorryIwasjustlookingformysister"

Kuhle:"HiMnqophisohowareyou?"Helooked

ather

Mnqo:"Sorry,HelloI'm goodhowareyou?"

Kuhle:"I'm good,Ziziphoisn'thereshewentout"



henods

Mnqo:"Thanks"hesaidnotknowingifheshould

justleaveorwhat.

Kuhle:"Somethingisbotheringyou"shesaid

lookingathim

Mnqo:"What?"

Kuhle:"Youlookdistress,youwannatalkabout

it?"Helookedatherconfused

Mnqo:"Ithoughtyouhatedme"

Kuhle:"Okay"shesaidwalkingouttothe

poolsideMnqofollowedher

Mnqo:"Okayfine,Kopanoisdrivingmecrazy

shewantstotakemychildawayfrom me"she

lookedathim

Kuhle:"Andyouwillnotallowthat?"

Mnqo:"OfcourseIwon't,shewantsmetomarry

her"



Kuhle:"Wellyouwilldowhat'sbestforyourchild

evenifitmeansmarryingher"

Mnqo:"That'snotgoingtohappen"

Kuhle:"Youdon'twantyourchildsuffering

becauseofyou,Kopanowillblamethatchildfor

everything.It'snoteasyonhertoloveyouwhile

youdon't.Andyoucan'tjustleaveheralone

whatifsheharmsherselforthebaby"

Mnqo:"Ihavepeoplewatchingher,andIneedto

talktomyparentsabouteverything"shenods

"KuhleIwanttoapologizeforkissingIshouldn't

havedonethat"

Kuhle:"Wellittakestwototango,Ishouldn't

haveallowedthattohappen"

Mnqo:"I'm sorryIdraggedyouintomymess"

Kuhle:"Suchislife,justtalktoyourparentsand

getyourlifetogether"

Mnqo:"Thankyou"



Theybothknowthattheyfeelsomethingfor

eachotherbutthetimingwaswrong.

Insert58

Zizipho

Luthandocalledmehesoundedsodistress

overthephone,it'slikesomethingwaswrong

withhim youcouldhearitonhisvoice.

HetoldmetogothereafterworkbutIdecided

togototherestaurantduringmylunchbreak.

Idon'tknowwhyIwassonervousbutanyways

Iwasnervous.

IparkednexttohiscarandwalkedinsideI

greetedfewofmyexcolleagueswhowere

reallyfussingovermeandLuthandobeing

engagedandhowmylifechangeinthepast

twoyears.

Ileftthem thereandwenttomyfiance'soffice.



Thedoorwasopened,hehadhisbackonhis

doorandtiltedhisheadontheside.

Hedidn'tevenhearmecomeinIplacedmy

handbagonhiscouch.

Me:"Pennyforyourdeepthoughts"hebrought

hisredeyesupnowI'm worried.

Luu:"Theywouldcostyouadoorsthandwa"he

saidpullingmetositontopofhim andkissed

myneck

Me:"Thedoorisopenedyouknow"Isaidashis

handswereroamingaroundmythighs.

Luu:"It'snotlikewearedoingsomethingnasty"

hesaidwithasmirkandhereIwashopingwe

weregoingtohavesomenastytimedon't

blame,blamehisbaby.

Me:"Youaresostingyyouknow"

Luu:"Andstopusingmeforsex"Ilaughedso

hard



Me:"It'syourbaby"hefrownedlikehewas

disgusted

Luu:"Babydoesn'tsoundrightatall"Ijust

laughed

Me:"Areyouokay?"Isaidbrushinghisbeard

Luu:"NowthatyouarehereIfeelalittlebetter"I

kissedhisforehead

Me:"Youwanttotalkaboutit?"Henods

Luu:"Comelet'ssitonthecouch"hepulledme

tothecouchandwesatdone

Luu:"Mbusogothisgiftback"

Me:"That'sgreatnewsbabe"henods

Luu:"Yeahitis"

Me:"Butyoudon'tlookthrilled"hesigh

Luu:"Iam happysthandwamorethananything"

Me:"WhydoIstillsenseabutthough"

Luu:"BecauseJuniorishisguardian"



Me:"What?"ThatcameoutasawhisperasI

feelalumpinmythroatandmyeyeswellingup

Luu:"YesandIknowexactlyhowyoufeel"I

honestlydidn'tknowwhatIwasfeelingbutI

justcouldn'tstopmytearsbecauseImissed

him somuch,hisdeathwillforeverleaveahuge

scaronmyheart.

Me:"Buthow?"

Luu:"JuniorwasaNdlovubyspiritandheartit

wasboundforhim tobeapowerfulancestors

andaplayahugerollinourlives"hewipedmy

tearsandboughtmetohischest

Me:"Imisshim andIwanttoseehim"

Luu:"Iknowandyouwillseewhenthetimeis

right,heissogrownandheisworriedaboutus

"

Me:"Ijustwanttoseemyson"

Luu:"Okaybabecalm downyouwillseehim and



that'suptohim butIdon'twantyoutostart

actingoutbecauseyouwanttoseehim"I

understandhim andhisconcern

Me:"Iwon'tIpromisebecauseIhaveyouand

ourbabytoworryaboutnowtoo"

Luu:"Okaythen,let'shaveyouguysfed"

honestlyspeakingIcan'tbepatientbecauseI

reallyneedtoseehim andImisshim alotbutI

justneedtobepatient.

Mbuso

Nothingwasexcitingasgettingmygiftback

andeverythingwassuddenlystartingtoget

together.

ItwasthefollowingdaywhenIwasmeeting

MpumiforbreakfastandIhaven'ttoldher

aboutmygiftyetandIthoughtitwouldbea



goodideatotellherfacetoface.

Igotontherestaurantfirstandwaitedforher

toarrived,likealwaysshelookedbeautiful.

Me:"Goodmorning"Isaidhugginghershe

huggedmebackIhelpedhersit.

Mpumi:"Goodmorning,youlookhappywhat's

goingon?"

Me:"Can'tyouguess?"Shechuckled

Mpumi:"Alwaysbeenterriblewiththosekindof

games"Ichuckled

Me:"Yourguyoverheregothisgiftback,how

aboutthat?"Shesmiledlookingatme

Mpumi:"Itoldyoueverythingwillbebetterand

lookatitnow,I'm sohappyforyou"

Me:"Thankyouforencouragingmetohave

hopewhenIwantedtogiveup"sheheldmy

hand

Mpumi:"LikeItoldyouIwillalwaysbeherefor



you"

Me:"Let'sordersomethingtoeat"wecalleda

waiterthenorderourbreakfast"Sotellme

aboutyourdatewithyourmother"

Mpumi:"Itwasgreatandfunnythingiswehave

somanythingsincommon"

Me:"I'm gladtohearthat"someoneclearedtheir

throatIlookedup"canwehelpyou?"Mpumi

lookedatmeconfusedandIwasalsoconfused

Man1:"MissDlamini,I'm detectiveDavisand

thisismypartnerdetectiveLondon,canwe

haveawordwithyou?"

Me:"I'm sorrybutwearehavingabreakfast"

Davis:"Wellthatcanwait"Mpumichuckled

Mpumi:"Iam underarrestorwhat?"

London:"Nobutth---"

Mpumi:"IfthatsnotthecaseIwouldliketohave

mybreakfastinpeaceandIwillcontactyou



myself"Ididn'tknowwhatthisisabout

Davis:"Hereismycard"theyleft

Me:"Doyouwanttotellmewhat'sgoingon?"

Mpumi:"Thesedetectivesareinvestigating

Tshepo'sdisappearanceandhisparents"I

chokedonmybeacon

Me:"Andhowlonghaveyouknownaboutthis,

whydidn'tyousayanything?"Shesigh

Mpumi:"BecauseItrustyouguysandIbelieved

acleanjobwasdonenothingwilltracebackto

myfamily,andtheonlythingIhavetodoisget

them offmyback"

Me:"Howarewegoingtodothat?"

Mpumi:"Iwillneedyourhelp"

Me:"I'm listening"

Narrated



Mnqophisodecidedtosithisparentsdownand

tellthem aboutKopano'spregnancy,hedidthat

becausehewantedtocomecleanbefore

everythingblewsuponhisface.

Theywerenotthrilledabouteverythingbutthey

knewthattheyhadtounderstandtheirchildren

astheypromisednottodowhatthesociety

believesthatitisrightontheirchildren.

ButMnqophisodidn'tsayanythingabout

Kopanowantinghim tomarryherandkeeping

hischildawayfrom him.

Heneededtosolvethisonhisownitwashis

ownmessafterall.

HedrovetoKopano'splaceandknockedather

door,sheopened.

Kopano:"Lookatwhatthewindblewonmy

door"shesaidsmiling

Mnqo:"Canwetalk?"Hesaidalreadywalkingin.



Kopano:"Sure"

Mnqo:"Kopanodoyoureallywantustobe

together?"Shelookedathim confused

Kopano:"AndyouthinkIwouldbedoingallthis

justforfun"

Mnqo:"WhoknowsKopanobecausenotsolong

youwerealesbian,wereyounotdoingthatfor

fun?"

Kopano:"IwasoneuntilImetyou"

Me:"OkayIwillmarryyou"

Kopano:"What?!"Shesaidconfused

Mnqo:"I'm givingyouwhatyouwantandIwill

marryyou"

Kopano:"Idon'tbelieveyou"hetookoutaring

boxandplaceditnexttoher

Mnqo:"Doyoubelievemenow?"Shewas

shockedandhappythateverythingshewanted

wasfinallyhappening.



Kopano:"YesIwillmarryyou"Mnqotookthe

ringandputitonherfinger.

Mnqo:"Good,nowpackyourstuff"

Kopano:"Wherearewegoing?"shesmiled

Mnqo:"Myapartmentintown"

Kopano:"I'm movinginwithyou?"

Mnqo:"Yes"shehuggedhim andkissedhim

Kopano:"Iknewyouwouldcomearoundbabe,I

loveyou"

Insert59

Luthando

MbusoandMpumicalledtellingmeIhaveto

meetthem itwasamatterofemergency.

Idon'tknowwhatitisthattheycalledmefor.

ButIreallyhadtorushhomebecauseIfeltlike

itissomethingimportantandMbusowouldn't



justcallmeinthatstateandsayitwasan

emergencywhileitwasn't.

Me:"What'sup?"AssaidassoonasIgotin

Mbuso'shouse.

Mbuso:"Theboysarestartingtosniffaround

withtheMokoena'sdisappearances"Iblankly

staredathim

Me:"Okay,whyaredetectiveDavisandLondon

crawlingoutoftheirholenow?"

Mbuso:"Beatsme"

Me:"OkayMpumitheyareaskingyou

questions?"Shenods

Mpumi:"YesandItoldthem everythingthere's

totell"

Me:"Goodjobworkwiththem whileFoxand

Maxtakecareofit"

Mbuso:"WellIthinkweshouldjustletthem dig"

Isigh



Me:"Ofcoursewearedoingthatbutwedon't

havetoletourguarddownbecausewemight

regretit"

Mpumi:"Okayretraceeverythingthathappened

thatdayandmakesurenotrailwillleadyou

guystothesedisappearances"Ismiled

Me:"Morereasontolikeyouformybrother"

Mbusochuckled

Mbuso:"Sheismytype,Ishouldtakeherona

properdatedon'tyouthink?"Inod

Me:"Yeahyouguyswouldmakeduplicatesof

mybabieswithZiziphowhichmeanscute

babies"

Mbuso:"Youknowhowgoodourgenesare"

Mpumi:"YouguysknowthatI'm stillhereright?"

Webothlaughed

Mbuso:"Weknowsweetheart"sherolledher

eyes



Me:"OkayMpumisticktothatplanandhandleit

likeapro"

Mpumi:"Okaythenandpleasedon'ttellmy

sisteryetaboutthis,wewouldn'twanttostress

her"Ishookmyhead

Me:"I'm sorrysisterin-lawbutwedon'thide

thingsfrom eachother,thereisnoroom for

secretsinourrelationship.Evenifit'sagood

lie"shesmilesandnods

Mpumi:"WellIguessalearntathingortwo

from you"

Me:"YouwilllearnmoreIhavetogoguysand

thankyoufortheheadsIwilltalktoFoxand

Maxbeforetheendoftoday"

Ileftthem ifyouwouldhavetoldmethatI

wouldtrustMpumitwoyearsagoIwouldhave

probablylaughedinyourfacebutnowsheis

partofthefamilyandweallgetalongverywell.

There'salsoMbusowhoseslowlyfallingforher



anddoesn'twanttoadmitityet.

Iwenttomyfather'sofficeandknockedhe

yelledformetocomein

Dad:"Sincewhendoyouknock?"

Me:"SincethedayIwalkedinonyouandMom

havingsex,Iwastraumatizedforlife"he

chuckled.

Dad:"Thattaughtyoutoknock,whatdoyou

wantMbasa?"

Me:"I'm justheretofoundoutifeverythingis

goingwellfortheweekendIwanteverythingto

runsmooth"hesighed

Dad:"YesMbasa,youhavebeenaskingmethe

samethingthewholeweek.Meandyouruncles

gotthis"Inod

Me:"Andpleaseremembert--"

Dad:"Topaywhateverpricetheyaskfor

becauseZiziphoiswortheverypennyinyour



bankaccount"hesaidfinishingmystatement

"IsthereanythingelseyouwantMbasa

becauseyouhavetoldmethisforthe47thtime

thisweek"

Me:"I'm justnervouspleaseunderstand"

Dad:"Idounderstandandthat'swhyI'm making

sureI'm involvedintheselobolanegotiations

becauseIknowyoulovethatgirlmorethanlife

itself"

Me:"ThankyouDad"helookedatmeforthe

longesttime.

Dad:"Nothankyouforgivingourrelationshipa

chanceandsteppinguptobethemanyouare

today,youandyourbrothermakesmeproud

witheachdaythatpasses.Wemighthavehad

ourdifferencesinthepastbutyouguysare

nowworkingwelltogethertomakesurethat

thisKingdom prospers.NowIknowthatthis

landwillforeverbeingoodhands"



Me:"Andthat'sbecausewehaveyouandMom,

thankyouforbeingsupportivethrough

everything,IknowthatIdon'tsaythisalotbutI

loveyousomuchdadandyouhavebeenthe

bestdadtome"Isaidalreadyhugginghim

Dad:"AndIknowyouaregoingtobeagreatdad

andhusband"

Me:"Howaboutsomewhiskey?"Henodsand

pouredsomewhiskeyforus

"Apartywithoutme"mybrothersaidwalkingin.

Me:"IthoughtyouwerestillwithMpumi,has

sheleftyet?"

Mbuso:"Noyourmotherhappened,shestole

herfrom me"

Dad:"Wellthat'syourmotherforyou,nowthat

youarehereIwastellingyourbrotherhow

proudIam ofthebothofyou"

Mbuso:"IheardeverythingdadandIloveyou



too,canyoupoursomewhiskeyformetoo?"

Dad:"Youguysareplanningtofinishmy

whiskeytoday"welaughed.

Wemighthavehadourfalloutsinthepastbut

thesetwoarethebesttwowingsmenIhave

had.

AndIdon'trememberthelasttimewehadsuch

greatjustthethreeofus.

Welaterondecidedtobraaijustthethreeofus

andMom isgoingtokillusifshefoundoutthat

weatesomemeatwithouther.

Kuhle

WithKopanoactingallcrazyIhavebeen

stayinginthepalace.

Andhonestlystayingherehasbeenmore

miserablethanitisinthatapartmentwith

Kopano.



Mnqophisoissuffocatingme,ImeanIthoughtI

hatedthisguywithmywholeheart.

Untilthatkisshappened,ithasbeenstuckon

mymindallthistime.

Ithoughtbynoweverythingwouldhavesettled

downbutinsteadit'sgettingworse.

NowIunderstandwhyKopanoisintoxicatedby

thisguy.

Imeanonewouldlookatmeasanhypocrite

whohatedtheguyforherfriendandnowwants

theguytoo.

NoIdon'twanthim butIdofeelsomethingfor

him.

Idecidedtogohometodayandgetawayfrom

allofthis.

"Yougoingsomewhere?"Ijumpedalittlebit

Me:"Mnqophisoyouscaredme,whatareyou

doinghere?"



Mnqo:"I'm heretotellyouthatlunchisready"

Me:"Iknowthat!"

Mnqo:"Whoasorry!"Isigh

Me:"Ineedtofinishpackingcanyouleave

now?"Helookedatme

Mnqo:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Home"

Mnqo:"ButKuhletomorrowitsZizipho's

negotiationsandyouaregoingtoleaveaday

beforeherbigday"

Me:"Ican'tbehereanylongorIwilllosemy

mind"

Mnqo:"Whyisthat?"Hesaidwalkingcloseto

me

Me:"Don'twalkclosetome,youarecrowding

me"

Mnqo:"OkayI'm sorry"myphonebeepeditwas



notificationfrom Instagram,Idecidedtoview

them hopinghewouldleave.

Theywerepicturesofhim andKopanoshewas

showingherengagementring,Ilookedathim

thenbacktothepictures.

IcouldfillmyheartbeatingsofastIfeltlikeI

wasgoingtorunoutofmybreath

Mnqo:"Areyouokay?"Iquicklynod

Me:"SoIheardyouproposed,congratulations"I

saidsmiling

Mnqo:"Iwasgoingtotellyou"

Me:"Why?Thishasnothingtodowithme

Mnqophiso,I'm gladyoudoingwhat'sbestfor

yourchild"

Mnqo:"Pleasedon'tbelikethis"hesaidtryingto

holdmyhandbutIyankedhim

Me:"IfanythingIunderstandIreallydo"

Mnqo:"Noyoudon'tunderstandanything,you



arejustjumpingintoconclusion"

Me:"Whyexplainingthistomeissoimportant

toyouMnqophiso?!Huh!?"Idon'tknowwhyI

snapped

Mnqo:"Becauseyouaremychosenonedamn!

YouaremychosenoneKuhle"Hesaidand

movedinaspeedoflightening.

HewasclosetomeandourlipscollidedIcould

feelmyeyesburningwithtearsIpushedhim

away

Me:"Ihateyou!"

Mnqo:"Youcouldfeelanythingelseformebut

hateisn'toneofthem!"

Me:"Gobewithyourfianceandchild,leaveme

alone!"Isaidthatandtookmybagthenwalked

outIcouldhearhim yellingmynamefrom afar.

Igotintotheuberanditdrovetotheairport

"BECAUSEYOUAREMYCHOSENDAMN!YOU



AREMYCHOSENONEKUHLE"Hiswords

playedlikeabrokenrecordinmyearsIcouldn't

stopmytearsfrom falling.

Insert60

Zizipho

EverythingwasreadyfortomorrowIwas

slightlyanxiousaboutitbutmostofitallIwas

happythatI'm finallygoingtobehiswife

traditional.

WhenIgothomefrom workIwastiredbutI

neededtocheckafewthings.

Ineededeverythingtogowellonmytothe

kitchenIsawMnqophisosittingonthecouch

drinkingawhiskingandIalreadyfoundout

abouthisengagementtoKopano.

Idon'tknowwhyheproposedtoherwhenthe

wholefamilyhasbeentoldthathischosenone



isKuhle.

ThedayhetoldtheparentsaboutKopano's

pregnancytheyhadtoconsultourseerbecause

theywantedtoknowifKopanowashischosen

oneandthat'swhenweweretoldthathis

chosenoneisKuhle.

Theparentswerenothappyaboutitnot

becausetheydon'tlikeKuhleorsomething

becauseheimpregnatedherfriend.

Me:"Youdon'tlooklikeamanwhojustgot

engagedtome"Isaidsittingnexttohim,he

wasdrowninghimselfinalcohol.

Mnqo:"Kuhleleft"Ilookedathim

Me:"Whatdidyoudotoher?"Heshookhishead

Mnqo:"Itoldherthetruth"

Me:"That'ssoniceofyou"

Mnqo:"IknowI'm notperfectokay,I'm farfrom

thatbuteveryoneneedstostopactinglikethey



aresaints.YesKopanowasaterriblemistakeI

madebutmybabyisn't.Imightnotwantthe

motherbutformychildIwoulddoanything"he

burpedhewasreallydrunk

Me:"Isthat'swhyyouaskedhertomarryyou?"

Hechuckled

Mnqo:"Nonotatall"hesaidsmiling

Me:"Thenwhy?What'syourgameplan?"

Mnqo:"Relaxtwinny,restbruh"hesaidstanding

upandstumblinghiswayupthestairsIshook

myhead.

ItookoutmyphoneandcalledKuhleitrang

unanswered.

Isighandcheckedeverythingitwasperfectthe

traditionbeerwasbrewingsowellIdidn'tI

wouldbeabletopullitoffhonestly.

Sofornowit'sawaitinggamingfortomorrow.

Ichangedintomypyjamasandhitthepillow.



ThefollowingmorningIhadtowakeupatfour

andtookaquickshower,thefirstthingIdid

whenIwokeupwastocallKuhlebutitstilltook

mestraighttothevoice.

Iwasalittledisappointedthatshewasn'tgoing

tobehereforthisdaywebeentalkingabout

butIthenunderstoodthatshejustfoundthat

theguythatissupposedtobehersoulmateis

marryingsomeonewhowasonceherbest

friendandroommate.

Idecidedtofocusonthisdayandmakesure

thateverythingrunssmoothly.

MysistersandIarebusyinthekitchencooking

forthisday.

Mybrotherandmycousinswerebusy

slaughteringgoatsandmovingupanddown.

Eventhoughhewasn'tokayhewastryingto

keepeverythingintrack.



Assoonasweweredoneinthekitchenwe

wenttobathanddressup.

Asweweredressingupwehearpeopleyelling

outsideourgirlstheywerebusycallingourclan

names,IseeMbusoandhisfatherthenafew

eldersIdidn'tknowIguesstheywerehisuncles.

Theystoodthereforwhatseemslikean

eternityIlookedatmyaunt

Me:"Whenaretheylettingthem in?"

Aunt:"Theywillletthem in"shehasbeensaying

thatforthepasthour

Me:"it'shotoutthere"

Mpumi:"LookatMbusoissweating"Meand

Entlelookedather"What?"Sheaskedlooking

confused

Entle:"Outofallthosesevenmenyouchose

Mbuso,whyisthat?"

Mpumi:"What?Nothing..uhtheyarelettingthem



in"shesaidchangingthesubject

Me:"Finally"

Aunt:"Finishdressingupgirls"wefinishedup

thenthirtyminuteslaterMom cameintofetch

us.

Wehadtowalktotherondavelwherethe

negotiationswereheld.

Wesatdowninastrawmat.

Uncle:"Whichoneisyourbrother!?"Heaskthe

Ndlovu'sandMbasa'sdadwasquicktopoint

meoutsincehealreadyknowsallofus

Uncle:"MaDlaminidoyouthesepeople?"

Me:"EweTata"Isaidnodding

Uncle:"Yougirlsmaygo"westoodupandwe

wentbacktothemainhouse.

IkepttappingmyfootIwasreallynervousandI

hopemydadbecomesreasonablewhenit

comestothebridalpricebutthefactthatI'm



pregnantwillcosttheNdlovu'smore.

AfterwhatseemsforeverMom walksinand

nodasaconfirmationthateverythingwentwell

everyonestartalulatingIfeelasenseofrelief.

MyphonebeepedandIquicklychecked

"YouaretraditionallyMrsNdlovu"itwasatext

from myhusbandyesmyhusband

"Ithasaringoninit,iloveyou"

"Iloveyoutooseeyouinafew"Ismiledandput

myphonedownasIhadtodishupforhim and

hisfamily.

EverythingwasofficiallyIwasnowaNdlovu.

Kuhle

Yesterdaymyflightwascancelleddueto

technicalproblems.



IreallywantedtogohomebutIjustcouldn't

takeabusyit'slikeaneighteenhours.

IendedbookingmyselfsomehotelbecauseI

couldn'tgobacktothepalace.

Iwokeuptoafewmissedcallsfrom Zizipho

I'm sureherbrotheraskedhertocallme.

Ireallywantedtobethereforthisdayforher

butIjustcouldn'tIhopesheunderstandsme.

Iwroteheramessageofcongratulationsafter

seeingthearticlesonsocialmedia"The

handsomePrincemarrysthelonglostPrincess"

mediaarevultureslikewhatkindofatitleis

that.

Sherepliedthatsheishappytohearfrom me

shewasworried.

IloggedontomyFacebookIhadthousandsof

messagesfrom Mnqophiso.

ThisguyiscrazyandmanipulativehethinksI



willjustbelievewhathetoldme.

IwaswalkingoutwhenIbumpedintosomeone

Me:"I'm sorry"

"it'sokay"Ilookedathim annoyed

Me:"HowdidyouknowIwashere?"Helooked

atme

Mnqo:"Kuhlewehavetotalkaboutthis"

Me:"What'stheretotalkaboutMnqophiso?"He

lookedatme

Mnqo:"Ifyoucouldjustlistentomeforonce"I

sigh

Me:"OkayI'm listening"becauseclearlyhe

wasn'tgoingtoleavemealone

Mnqo:"Iknowthatyoudon'tbelievebutIlove

you,Iknowyoufeelsomethingforme.That

kissmeantmorethanyouwanteditto"

Me:"Idon'trememberthatkiss!"



Mnqo:"Webothknowyoudoremember

everything,noonewouldeverbeabletoforget

it"

Me:"Idid"

Mnqo:"IsthatwhyeverytimeI'm closetoyou

yousuddenlycan'tbreathehuh?Isthatwhyyou

reacttomytouch?WhydoIsuffocateyouso

much?"

Me:"Youclearlydon'tknowwhatyouwant

Mnqophiso"

Mnqo:"Theproblem isyouclearlydon'tknow

myplanandstopactinglikeyoudoKuhle,you

knowwhatlikeitornotyouareminetohave

becauseI'm yoursoulmate.YesKopano

situationisconfusingyourightnowbutit's

whatforthebestinthemeantime.IknowI

looklikeaconfusedandlosthumanbeingbut

I'm not.I'm justafatherworriedabouthischild,

allthisisformychild'ssafety"Ilookedathim



Me:"IfI'm yourstohavethenyouwillhave,now

leave"

Mnqo:"Fine"IsighasIwatchhim walkaway.

Me:"Child'ssafety,sothismeansohmy

goodness"

Insert61

Kuhle

Mymindwastellingmetoletgoandlethim

leavebutmyheartwasscreamingformetorun

afterhim.

IttookmethirtysecondsandIwasafterhim

already,IknowthisisstupidandIwilllivemy

wholebeingcalledahypocriteandgettingall

thejudgementsintheworld.

Ifollowedhim tothereceptionandhewas

abouttogetonhiscarbuthesawmeand

stopped.



Me:"Youcouldusesomecompanyyoulook

miserable"helookedathim.

Ifeellikealotofpeoplehavebeenjudginghis

decisionsinsteadofsupportinghim including

meandheisamessrightnow.

Mnqo:"Ithoughtyoudon'twanthere"

Me:"WellIchangedmymindandI'm here,let's

goinsideorwouldyoupreferwegoforadrive"

Mnqo:"Howaboutacuddle?"Inevercuddling

beforebutIwasn'tabouttoembarrassmyself

likethat.

Me:"Hotchocolateandmovies"henodsandwe

walkedbackinside

Mnqo:"Thankyou"hesaidgettingcomfortable

onthecouch,Igavehim afleeceandsatnext

tohim hechuckled

Me:"What?"

Mnqo:"Younevercuddledbeforeisn'tit?"Ifeel



awaveofembarrassmentwashesoverme

Me:"Isitthatobvious?"Henods"I'm sorryit's

jus--"

Mnqo:"Heydon'tdothat,it'sokayyour

innocencemakesmewanttobethisbetter

person,comeletmeshowyou"Inodandhe

leanedoverthearmrestandpartedhislegs

thenmadesitinbetweenhislegsandplaced

myheadonhischest

Mnqo:"Comfortable?"Inod

Me:"Andyou?"

Mnqo:"Yesandchooseanicemovie"Inodand

chose'FiveFeetApart'wesatinsilenceand

watchedthemovieIhadsomanyquestionsbut

Idon'twanttoruinthismomentforusatthe

sametimeIneedanswers.

Me:"Doyourparentsknowwhyyougotengaged

toher?"Hewasstrokingmyhair



Mnqo:"Mydadknowsandhebelievesthat

everythingwillworkoutthewayIplannedtoas

formymothersheisverysentimental,she

wouldplaymamahenandtrytofoundasilver

liningofthewholesituationbutwebothknow

withKopanothat'sit'simpossible,sheisjust

usingthebabytoclimbtheladderandtokeep

meinherclawsyouknow"

Me:"SowheredoIstandinallofthis?"He

kissedmyforehead

Mnqo:"YouarethegirlIlove,someoneIfeellike

withallthismessyoustillunderstandmebutI

don'twanttotakeadvantageofyouatallit'sj--"

Me:"Youarenottakingadvantageofme,Iknow

thisisgoingtobethelongestfourmonthsof

yourlifebutit'stheonlyway.Iadmireyoufor

wantingtoputyourchildfirstevenitmeant

losingsomeoneyoulove"

Mnqo:"Apartofmehadhopethatyouwill



understandbuthonestlymychildcomesfirstI

don'twanttolietoyou"

Me:"Iunderstand.Howdowedothis?DoIwait

forthefourmonths?"

Mnqo:"IfitwasuptomeIwouldsaynoIdon't

wantthatbuttheengagementhastolooklegit

andIdon'twantyouincrossfiresifanything

goeswrong"

Idon'tknowifGodisagainstmeorwhat,how

couldmyfirstkissandmyfirsthavesomuch

baggagewithhim

Mnqo:"Iwasyourfirstkiss?"Whatthefuck

Me:"What?"

Mnqo:"YousaidIwasyourfirstkiss"hesaid

withasmirkonhisface

Me:"Isaidthatoutloud?"henods

Mnqo:"Iloveyou"Ilookedathim,hewas

lookingatme



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"ourlipscollidedandIwas

lyingontopofhim.

HegentlyranhisfingersonmybackIshivered,

nomanhasevertouchedme,thisfeltforeignto

mybody.

Idon'tknowhowheflippedmeIwasunderhim,

I'm achurchgirlIshouldbestoppingthis

beforeitgoesanyfurtherbutmybody

screamedsomethingdifferent.

Iwasvulnerabletohistouchandmybody

longedforhistouch.

HenibblesonmyneckIfeelmyunderwear

becomingwetandhisbulgewaspokingme

againstmystomach.

Heslideshishandundermybraandmassage

mybreastamoanescapedmymouth.

Hesqueezeditandpinchedmynipplesitwas

painfulbutpleasuringIdon'tknowifImake

sense.



Hetookofmyt-shirtandbraIwasexposedto

him,nomeneversawmenakedbefore.

HelookedatmeforsomereasonIwas

comfortablewithhisstare.

Mnqo:"Perfection"howdoyouguysanswer

suchthingsduringsuchmomentsbecauseI

couldn'tsayanythinginsteadIflashedredwith

blushing.

HesuckedonmyboobsIcouldn'tcontrolmy

moans.

Itookoffhist-shirtIwasoutofcontrolmybody

controlledmymind.

ThenextthingIsawweretheclothesflying

acrosstheroom

HewasleftinhisunderwearandIwaslefton

myundies.

Heslidesmyundiesonthesideandstart

rubbingmyclitImoaned.



Mnqo:"Youarewet"Ijustmoanedasinserthis

fingeronme,itwasuncomfortablebutashe

startmovingit,thepleasurestartedkickingin.

Ididn'tknowwhattodowithmyselfIstarted

diggingmynailsonhisback,it'slikethatgave

him motivationandhestartedmovinghisfinger

faster.

Everynerveonmybodycongestedonmyclit.

Itwaslikeawaveofurinehitmesohard

Me:"Mnqophiso....Stop...Iwanttopee"Isaid

tryingtoholdit

Mnqo:"Thenpee"hesaidstillmovinghisfinger

againstmyclit

Me:"MnqopleaseI----"Ididn'tevenfinishIletit

go,thisisembarassingIfelttearsstinginthe

backofmyeyes,hegroaned.

Mnqo:"Baby"Ijustcry"DidIhurtyou?"Hesaid

withpaniconhisvoice



Me:"IpeedMnqophiso,Itoldyoutostopand

youdidn't"hechuckled

Mnqo:"Noyoudidn'tpee,youjusthadyourfirst

orgasm"

Me:"What?"

Mnqo:"Ithappenswhenyouareenjoyingthe

pleasureyouarereceiving,it'snotbad"apartof

mewasrelieved

Me:"Oh"that'sallImanagedtosay

Mnqo:"Let'scleanyouup"Ilookedathim

Me:"Ithoughtweweregoingto--"

Mnqo:"Nonotlikethis"

Me:"ButI'm ready"hesmiled

Mnqo:"Iknowbabebutyoukeptyourselffor

thislongbecauseyouwantedittobespecial

andyouwantedtowaitformarriagethat'swhat

youget"



Me:"WhatifIdon'twanttowaitanymore"

Mnqo:"HaiboKuhle"hesaidandwejust

laughed

HestoodupIsawhisbulgesohardagainsthis

underwear,itisbigitwilldestroymyvagina.

IswallowedtothesightinfrontofmeandI

couldfeelmyvaginagettingalltickled,myclit

throbbingandI'm gettingwet.

Okayit'sokayI'm goingtohellforthis.

Hechuckledbeforepickingmeupandwewent

tothebathroom.

Twodayslater

Kopano

MylifewasfinallygettingtogetherjustlikeI

wantedittobe.

Iknowitwaswrongofmetotryandforcehim



toMarrymebutitwasallforthebest.

NowI'm engagedtothemanIlove,notonlyis

hethemanIlovebutheisthenextkinginline

andthatmeansIwillbetheQueenandruna

kingdom alonghisside.

Ididn'tknowgettingpregnantwouldbringme

everythingIwantedandevenmoreinasilver

platter.

Iguessthisbabyisablessindisguiseeven

thoughIfeellikeI'm tenmonthspregnantwhen

I'm onlyfivemonths.

IwokeuptoasmellofeggsandbeaconIknew

Mnqophisowasmakingmesomebreakfast.

Ihatethatheisworkingnightshiftsandwe

can'tshareabedtogether,Ifreshenupand

wenttojoinhim.

Me:"Goodmorning"Isaidhugginghim from

behindheturns



Mnqo:"Goodmorning"hesaidhuggingmeback

andthesquadinfrontofme"Goodmorning

princess"hesaidkissingmybelly

Mnqo:"Youguysmustbehungry,letmedishup

foryou"hesaiddishingupforus.

Me:"SoIwasthinkingwejustgotohome

affairsandsign"helookedatme

Mnqo:"WellasmuchasIwouldliketodothat

butinmyworlditdoesn'tworklikethat,asa

princeandfutureKingImusthaveabiggrand

wedding.I'm notanordinaryperson"

Me:"ButIwanttobeyourwifeMnqo"hesmiled

Mnqo:"AndIknowthat,wejustgotengaged

hunny.AndasroyaltyIhavetraditionstofollow

andanywayswhat'stherush?"Isigh

Me:"Idon'twantmychildbornoutofwedlock"

hesmiled

Mnqo:"InthatcasehowaboutIpayforthe



damagesandwhenthechildisborn,shewill

takemysurnameandwewillgetmarriedafter

twomonths,Imeandon'tyouwantaperfect

weddingthatwillbethecoverofevery

magazine"Ismiled

Me:"Idowantthat"

Mnqo:"Wellinthatcaseyouwillneedtolook

sexyforitallandtwomonthsafteryougave

birthwillbeperfect"thisisthedream weddingI

alwayswanted

Me:"Thankyouforchoosingmeasyourwife"

helookedatme

Mnqo:"Youknowfateisfate,wecan'tfight

againstit.Ithinkinthenexttwoweekswewill

arrangeeverythingwithyourfamily"

Me:"That'sfinewithme"

AknockcamethroughIdidn'tknowthatwehad

anyvisitors.



Mnqo:"That'sZizipho"Ilookedathim,Idon't

wantZiziphohere.

Hestoodupandwenttoopenthedoor,she

camein.

Zizipho:"HeyKopano"shesaidsmiling

Me:"Hi,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Zizipho:"Ithoughtweshouldgopamper

ourselvesandwearebothmotherstobe.And

wehavesomuchtalkabout"IlookedatherI

didn'tknowshewaspregnant

Me:"Idon'twanttogoanywherewithyou

Zizipho,notsolongagoyoutookKuhle'sside

andnowyouexpectustobeallBestiesagain"

shesigh

Zizipho:"That'swhyI'm here,it'sbecauseIdon't

wantbadbloodbetweenus.Mybrother'slove

lifeisnoneofmybusinessandhechoseto

marryyou,wewillbefamilysoonandour

childrenwillbecousins.IchosenooneIwas



justtryingtodiffusethesituationKopano.You

guysarebothmyfriendssoIjustcan'tsplit

myselfinhalves"Isigh

Me:"FineZiziphobutonethingyoushouldknow

yourbrotherlovesmenotthatlittletramp

Kuhle"Mnqoclearedhisthroat

Mnqo:"Okayladiesjusttrytohavefuntoday,I

willgorest"hekissedmyforeheadandwentto

ourroom

Me:"I'm onlydoingthisforhim notyou,

otherwiseIcarelessaboutthisfriendship"she

chuckled

Zizipho:"Yousoundsoevilrightnow,let'sgo

Kopano"shesaidsmiling

Me:"Mxm!"Itookmybagandweleft.

Insert62

Zizipho



Twoweekslater

IhavebeenenjoyingbeingaNdlovuwifeand

honestlyit'sjustthebestthingthatcouldhave

happenedtome.

IfIdidn'tmeetLuthandoalotofthingswould

bedifferent.

Iwouldn'thavebeenabletofindmyrealidentity,

meetmyparentsandsiblings.

Whoknowswhatwouldhavehappenedtome.

ButGodhadotherplansandImetthemost

wonderfulman,whochangedmylife

completely.

IneverknewwhatbeinginloveisuntilImet

him.

ThebabyI'm carryingwillhavethebestfather

intheworldbecausewiththeshortesttimethat

LuthandoandJuniorspenttogether,mybaby

boydidn'thavethevoidofnothavingafatherin



hislife.

IfanythinghedidmorethanwhatTshepoin

Junior'slife.

SpeakingofJuniorhestealhasn'tshowed

himselftomeandIdon'tknowwhyhehasn't

I'm startingtothinkthathelovesLuthando

morethanhelovesme.

I'm kiddingIknowmorethananyonemorechild

lovedme.

Itrieddoingmydutiesasawifebutmymother

in-lawisn'thavinganyofthatbecauseI'm

pregnantandmyhusbandthinksI'm sickI'm

notallowedtodoanything,soUnathiandMa

decidedtotakeitupthemselvestopreparemy

foodandallapparentlywhenyoucarryinga

princeorprincessyoubecomeeveryone's

targettheycouldpoisonyou.

Sothat'swhyLuthandodoesn'tallowanymaid

makingmyfoodit'seitherhim orhisfamilyonly.



Luu:"Iwishyoucouldstaypregnantforever"I

laughed

Me:"Ilooklikeahippoatjustfourmonths

pregnantsono"

Luu:"NoIthinkyoulooklikeamothertobe"

Me:"Youarethesweetest"hekissedmycheek

Luu:"AndIlikehowyoudemandsexlately"Ihit

hischest

Me:"Areyoucomplaining?"

Luu:"Notatallmylovebuttakeiteasyonme

I'm somebody'sson"Ichuckled

Me:"HowdoIlook?"Hesmiled

Luu:"Likemywife,beautiful"

Me:"GoodletmegoI'm alreadylate"

Luu:"Youaretakingadriverright"Irolledmy

eyes

Me:"AsifIhaveachoice"



Luu:"Enjoymylove,I'm goingtothecouncillor

andcommitmeetingwithmydad"

Me:"GoaheadmyKing"helookedatmewitha

lookIdidn'tlikeatthemomentI'm latealready

"Don'teventhinkaboutit"

Luu:"Youknowhowsexythatsoundswhenyou

aresayingit,howaboutaquickie"hesaid

kissingmyneck.

Me:"BabystopIdon'twanttokeepmysisters

waiting"hegroanedcausingmetolaugh

Luu:"Finethisisnotoverthou"

Me:"Youcanbetonit"Igavehim akiss.

Thedriverwasalreadywaitingformeandgotin

wedroveoff.

MpumiinvitedmeandEntleforlunch,coming

tothinkofitweneverhadsomequalitytime

togetherassisterseversinceshecameback

home.



Igottotherestaurantandmysisterswere

alreadywaitingforme.

Entle:"Youandbeinglate?"Ichuckled

Me:"Helloguys,someofushavetoperform

wifeyduties"theylaughedandIsatdown

Mpumi:"Godyoutwoaresopregnant"we

laughed

Entle:"Andit'snoteasycarryinganevidenceof

havingsex"welaugh

Me:"AtleastyouhavejusttwomonthsandI

havefivemonthstillthisonecomes"

Mpumi:"Betteryouguysthanme"

Me:"Don'tyouwantkids?"Shesmiled

Mpumi:"Idowantkidsbutpregnancyscares

me"

Entle:"Ifdickdoesn'tscareyouthenyouare

surereadybigsis"thisoneisanotherbreed



Me:"Let'sorderI'm hungry"weorderedourfood

Mpumi:"Sowhenisthebigday?"Isigh

Me:"Iwanttofocusongivingbirthfirstthenthe

weddingwillfollow,otherwiseinmycaseits

justformalities"shenods

Mpumi:"I'm planningthatwedding"

Entle:"Thenyouarealsoplanningmine"she

saidflashingherlefthandwitharock

Us:"Getout!"Shelaughed

Entle:"YesLorenzoproposed"

Mpumi:"Wowcongratsbabeifyouweren't

pregnantIwasgonnaordersochampagne"

Me:"Congratulationsbabe"

Entle:"SoMpumiwhataboutyou,anymore

special?"Shesmiledokay.

Mpumi:"That'sthereasonyouguysarehere,I'm

seeingsomeoneandit'sstillnew,wemadeit



officialjustfewdaysback"

Me:"Okaywhoishe?"Shecleared

Mpumi:"Yourbrotherinlawandpleasedon'tbe

madZeeIdidn'tmeanforallofthistohappen"I

lookedather

Me:"WhoawhywouldIbemad?"

Entle:"YouareseeingMbuso!"Shesaid

soundingsosurprised.

Mpumi:"YesI'm seeinghim,ZeeIdon'tknowI

meanheisyourbrotherinlawdatingyoursister,

howdoesthatmakesyoufeel?"Isigh

Me:"AslongasyouguysareinloveandsolidI

havenoproblem,Ijustdon'twanttobecaught

betweenthetwoofyou.Soifhemakesyou

happyyouarefreetodatehim mntase"she

smiled

Mpumi:"ThankyouZipho"

Entle:"I'm gladweareherenow,closeasever"



weallsmiled

Mpumi:"Tosisterhood"

Us:"Tosisterhood"

Nothingfeelsbetterthanthis,havingthebest

relationshipwithyoursistersit'sgreatandyou

gotbestfriendsforlife.

Mpumi:"Isn'tthatMnqophiso'sbabymama?"

Shesaidlookingontheentrance

Me:"Wellthat'sher"

Entle:"ImissthefunKopano,nottheonewho

forcespeopletomarryher"

Mpumi:"Mypoorbrotherisintroublehere"

Kopanoapproachedourtable

Entle:"Hereshecomes"

Kopano:"TheDlaminisisters,whydidn'tIgetan

invitetojoinyouguys"wejustlookedather

Entle:"it'sDlaminiprincesses"shechuckled



Kopano:"WellI'm gonnabeaQueen,youguys

aresopregnant.Mpumiain'tyouafraidthat

youryoungersistersarepregnantbeforeyou.I

meanyoumightbeinfertileforallweknow"

Me:"StopitKopano"

Mpumi:"It'sokayZee,Imeanpeoplewhoare

miserableinlifearealwaystryingtomake

everyonemiserabletoo"Kopanotriedsaying

something

Entle:"LeaveusalonemyQueen"shesaid

sarcastically

Me:"TheonlyQueenIknowismymotherthou"

shewalkedaway

Entle:"Iwonderwhatdrugdoesshesmokes"

Mpumi:"Tellmeaboutit"wecontinuedhaving

ourlunch.

Narrated



Kuhlewastryingtokeepherdistancefrom

Mnqophisoaspossibleasshecanbutitwas

hardreallyhardonbothofthem.

Buttheyknewtheycan'taffordtoslipupand

haveKopanofindingoutthattheengagement

wasjusttemporary.

Mnqophisohadfinallypaiddamagesto

Kopano'sfamilyandtheyseem tobeadecent

andreasonablefamilyhecouldn'tunderstand

howtheycouldhavemadesomeonelike

Kopano.

Nowitwasguaranteedthatthechildwillcarry

hissurnamebutwhensheisstillinher

mother'sbellynothingwasguaranteed.

Mnqophisowillevenfakeworkingnightshifts

justtoavoidsharingabedwithKopano.

Asadoctorhehadanapartmentinsidethe

hospitalresidencesoitwasn'teasyforKopano



tofindanythingsuspicious,that'swherehe

wouldspendhissupposedlynightshiftsat.

HissisterskeptintouchwithKuhlejusttokeep

him ateasy.

HewasafraidthatKuhlewasgoingtogettired

ofwaitingforhim butshewassurethattheir

lovewasstrong,shewasn'tgoingtogiveon

him shetrustedhim.

AknockcamethroughtoKuhle'sdoor,shehas

beenstayingatanapartmentthattheDlamini's

werepayingitforher.

KuhlewenttoopenthedoorandfoundNaledi

outside

Kuhle:"MyQueen"

Naledi:"Iwillslapyou"Mnqohadnochoicebut

tofinallytellhismotherabouteverything

becauseKopanohasstartedtalkingtothe

MediaaboutherengagementtotheDlamini

Princeandbeingthemotherofhischild.



Kuhle:"MaI'm sorry,pleasecomein"shesaid

withbothofthem laughing

Naledi:"Howareyoubaby?"Shesigh

Kuhle:"Imisshim"

Naledi:"Andhedoesloveyou,youknowmyson

isamessandhehasmadealotofmistakes

butthisonehasbeentheworseofthem allat

thesametimeIhaveneverseenhim so

committedtomakingthingsright.WithMnqoit

alwaysbeenabouthim,hehasbeenselfishso

manytimesbutnoweversincehischildcameit

tothepicture,heistryingtobeselflessandput

whathelovesmostbeforehimself,heiswilling

todoanythingtohaveyouandthatchildinhis

life"Kuhlesmiled

Kuhle:"Whydidtheychoosehim forme?"

Naledi:"Becauseyouarethegoodnesshe

neededtochangehisways"

Kuhle:"I'm notperfect"Naledichuckled



Naledi:"Nobodyis,youhaveagoodheartand

youaregenuine"

Kuhle:"Theyareblessedtohaveyouasa

motherandheis---"allofasuddenbulletsflew

insidetheroom.

Theybothscreamedandtriedtohideuntilthe

shootingdieddown

Kuhle:"Ma,areyouokay?"Shesaidcrawlingto

her"Ma!!"Shescreamedasshesawbloodon

her

Kuhle:"Mayouarehurt"shesaidwithtears

streamingdownhercheeks"It'sokayIwillcall

forhelp"shesaidlookingforherandcalledan

ambulance.

NaleditriedtosaysomethingtoKuhlebutshe

couldn't

Kuhle:"Mapleasedon'ttalk"shesaidpressing

herwoundtoputsomepressure"Madon't

closeyoureyesplease,Mama!!Ma"shesaid



holdingontoher.

••••••••
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Zizipho

ItwasagreatdayandIenjoyedthedaywithmy

sisterseventhoughKopanotriedtoruinitbut

shejustdidn'tsucceedbecauseMpumiisa

greatspacenowshedoesn'tletanyonegetinto

herhead.

Iguesstherapysessionsarereallyworkingfor

herandIwassurprisedthatMbusoeven

attendswithher,theirrelationshipseemspretty

intense.

Iwasreallyhappyforthem,bothofthem

deservehappinessmaybetheyaregoingtofix



eachotheraftertheybeenthrough.

IwasgettinginbedwhenIreceivedafrantic

callfrom mybrothertellingmetogotothe

house,hedidn'tsaynothingmuch,hedidn'tsay

whyIshouldbegoingthere.

ItfeltlikethelongestdriveofmylifeIwas

panicking

Me:"Babypleasedrivefaster"

Luu:"I'm literallyon140babeIcan'tdriveany

fasterwithyouandmybabyinthiscar,I'm

puttingyourlifeinjeopardyasitis"Isighthis

oneandhisbaby

Mbuso:"RelaxZizipho,wehavetogettherein

onepieceandwedon'tevenknowwhat

happenedyet"alsothisonewantedtocome

becauseheissurethatifsomethingbad

happenedMpumiwillneedhim,ifitwasany

dayIwouldfindthiscuteandallbutrightnowI

justcan't.



Luthandofinallygotustothehospitalafter

whatseemedlikeaneternity.

Me:"I'm lookingformybrother"thereceptionist

lookedatmelikeI'm crazy

Rec:"AndIshouldprophecywhoyourbrotheris

?"Okaytheattitude

Luu:"It'seitheryoudon'twanttoworkhere

anymoreoryouclearlydon'tknowwhoyou

talkingto,weneedtoseeDrDlamini"she

chuckled

Rec:"Heisbusynowanditseemslikeyoudon't

haveanyappointmentswithhim so"she

shruggedhershouldersohmyGod

Mbuso:"Okaylady,thisishissisterZizipho

DlaminiandherhusbandLuthandoNdlovu,I'm

thebrotherinlawMbusoNdlovu.Wearethe

royaltiesandthisisamatterofemergency"she

gasped

Rec:"ThetwohandsomePrincesfrom Manzini



Kingdom,ohmyGodI'm sorry"

Luu:"Wedon'tcare,nowwhereisDrDlamini?"

Okaythatwasrudebutweneedhelp

Rec:"Thirdfloorthat'swhereyouaregoingto

findhim,I'm sosorryfo--"wedidn'tevenlethim

finish

Wetookanelevatorandwhenwegotthere,

therewasawaitingroom,myfatherwassitting

onthechairandhadhisfaceburiedonhis

hands.

Mysisterswerebothcurledupinachair

holdingeachother,Icouldfeelmyheartata

rapidrateandmyeyeswellingup.

Me:"WhereisMom?"Theyquicklylookedatme,

Icouldseethatbothofmysisterswerecrying

andnowIjustcouldn'tholditin.

Dad:"Zizipho"hesaidwalkingtome

Mom:"Dadwheremymother,whereisshe?



Whathappenedtoher?"

Dad:"Somethingbadhappenedtoyourmother

sweetheart,shewasshotandyourfriendKuhle

wasalsoshottheyar-"

Me:"What?!!"Nowmytearsbetrayedme

Dad:"Theyarebothintheatre,wehaven'theard

anythingfrom thedoctors,yourbrotherjust

wenttocheckwhat'sgoingon"

Luu:"Whendidthishappen?"

Dad:"Afewhoursago"IjusthuggedmydadI

justcan'tlosemymom IjustfoundherIstill

needmymotherandKuhleismybestfriendI

justcan'tlosehereither.Whowouldwanttokill

them thou?

Luthandosatnexttomeandputmyheadon

hischestandMbusosatnexttoMpumiwhile

Entlesitsnexttomydad.

Weallsatthereinsilenceandthemoodhas



neverbeensourlikethiswhenweareallinone

room.

Mybrothercameouthelookedlikeamesswe

alllookedathim foranswers

Dad:"Howarethey?"Hesigh

Mnqo:"Thebulletdidn'thitanyvitalorganson

KuhleandMom shetookthemostofthe

bullets,shewasshotfourtimes.Itdoesn'tlook

goodatalldad"hesaidwithhisvoicebreaking.

Mpumi:"Sheisgoingtobeokayright?"Shesaid

withtearsalreadythreateningtofall.

Mnqo:"Excuseme"hesaidquicklywalkingaway,

Ifollowedhim.

Hegotintohisofficethenbangedthedoor

whilegroaning.

Iquicklyrushedtohim andpulledhim tomy

armshejustbrokedownIalsojoinedhim,we

satonthefloor



Dad:"YourMom isafightershewillpull

through"wedidn'tevenhearhim comein

Me:"Wecan'tloseherdad,Istillneedmy

mother,weneedhershehastobeokay"

Dad:"Let'sjoinothers,youguysneedtobe

strongforherandyoursiblings,I'm notsaying

don'tcrybuthavefaith.Iknowthisismorehard

tothebothofyouasthetwoofthem meansa

greatdealtothebothofyou"wewentbackto

mysiblings.

LuthandohadEntleonhisarms,hewas

comfortingherwhileMbusocomfortedMpumi.

Mnqo:"Iwillgetsomecoffeeandtea"hesaid

walkingaway,thatwasjustanexcuseforhim

togoandbealone.

Heisreallydevastatednotonlyisourmother

fightingforherlifebuthischosenoneisalso

lyingunconsciousinthisbed.

Afterforeveradoctorcameoutandcalledus..



Entle:"HowisMom?"

Dr:"Sheisincriticalconditionbutstable,we

havemanagedtoremovethebulletsbutthey

didhitherliverandclosetoherheart.Weare

stillwonderinghowsheisstillalive.Nowit'sall

awaitinggameandtheotherpatientwashiton

herabdominalluckilyforheritdidn'tcauseany

damagestoherwomboranyorgansandshe

stillunconsciousbutsheisalreadyshowing

signsofwakingup"

Dad:"ThankyouDoc"shenodsandwalked

away.

Mnqo:"Weneedtofindoutwhathappened"

Dad:"Wewilldothatbutfornowthem being

okayshouldbeapriority"weallagreed

"Therearejournalistoutsidethebuilding,can

youboystakeofthem"saidLuthando'smother

walkingin,LuthandoandMbusowalkedout.

King:"HowaretheyKhaya?"



Dad:"Kuhleisokaybutmywifeisstillnotoutof

thewoods"

Queen:"Nalediisafightershewillpullthrough"

Dad:"EntleandZiziphoyouguysneedtorest"

Us:"No!"

Mnqo:"Dadisright,youdon'thavetogohome.

Youcangotomyapartmenthereinthehospital

andrestthere,it'sjustfewminutesawayfrom

hereandifanythingchangeswithMom or

Kuhlewewillcallyou"welookedathim

Queen:"Girls,yourmotherwouldn'twant

anythinghappeningtohergrandchildrennow

gotorestokay"webothnod

WewalkedoutwefindMbusoandLuthando

outside.

Luu:"Thiswasnocowboyhit,itwastactical"

Mbuso:"Weneedtofindthebastard,whodid

this"Iclearedmythroattheyturned



Me:"Wearegoingtorestinmybrother'splace"

Luucametome

Luu:"Yourmotherwillbefinebaby"Inod"Iwill

waitwiththefamily,areyougoingtobeokay?"

Me:"Yes,justcallme"Ikissedhim.

Luu:"IloveyouZizipho"

Me:"IloveyoutooMbasa"

Mbuso:"Let'swalktotheapartment"

Theywalkedusinandmadesureweweresafe,

isthishowourlifeisgoingtobenow?Look

overourshoulders?

Kuhle

Iwokeuptoasmellofmedicineandawhite

room,IknewIwasinahospitalroom.

Everythingthathappenedcametomelikea

wave.



Ipanickedandstartedscreaming

Me:"Ma!"Mnqoquicklyrushedtome

Mnqo:"Heyheyit'sokay,calm down"hesaid

touchingmyface

Me:"Whereisshe?Issheokay?"

Mnqo:"Sheisgonnabefine,pleasecalm down

babe"Ibreathetryingtocalm down

Me:"WhathappenedMnqophisowhyam lyingin

ahospitalbed?"Hesigh

Mnqo:"Youwereshotbabe"Ilookedathim

confused

Me:"NoIwasn'tshot,yourmotherwastheone

whowasshotnotme"

Mnqo:"Babeyouwereshot,youjustdidn'tfeel

likeyouwereshotbecauseofyouradrenaline

rush.That'swhyyouwereabletohelpmymom

eventhoughyouwereshot"

Me:"I'm sorry"helookedatme



Mnqo:"Nothisisn'tyourfaultKuhleandI

promiseyouwewillfindwhoeverdidthis"

Me:"Everythinghappenedsofast,theattack

camefrom thebuildingoppositemywindow"

Mnqo:"Anddidyouseeanything"Isigh

Me:"Thepistolwasa9.8Calabarpistol,ahand

gun"

Mnqo:"Howdoyouthat?"

Me:"BecauseIsawthepersonwhoshotus"

••••••

Agoodmorningshotinsertpleasedon'tforget

tocomment.

Insert63-SeasonFinale

Narrated

Mnqophisodidn'twanttoaskwhoshotthem



becausedeepdownhealreadyknewthe

answerormaybehewasjustafraidthathewill

gettheanswerhealreadythoughtof.

Andthenallthathashappenedtohismother

andKuhlewashisfault.

Hehadsomanyquestionsonhisheadstarting

withwhatifthenightthatshecametohishotel

room toendthingsheallowedhertogo,would

anyofthesethingshappeningtohislifebe

happening?

Whydidn'theletgobecausehefeltnothingfor

herandstillfeelsnothingforhertillthisday.

Didtheideaoffuckingthelesbianism outofher

boosthisego?Ordidhelikethewayshewas

sosubmissive?Ormaybeitwasallthe

attentionshegavehim.

Hehadnoonetoblamebuthimself,his

selfishnesshasledtosomebloodsplatter.

Nothingterrifiedhim likethethoughtoflosing



hismotherbecauseofhiswrongdecisionhe

made.

Kuhle:"Mnqophiso!"Shesaidpullinghim away

from thetrailofthoughtshewashaving

Mnqo:"Huh?!"Shesigh

Kuhle:"DidyouhearanythingIjustsaidtoyou?"

Hesighedbecausehebarelyheardnothing

Mnqo:"I'm sosorrywhatdidyousay?"

Kuhle:"Nevermind"hesighed

Mnqo:"Don'tbelikethatplease,I'm sorry"

Kuhle:"NoMnqophisoIjusttoldyouwhoalmost

killedmeandyourmotherbutyouweren't

listeningatalllikeitdoesn'tmatterthatyour

motherisfightingforherlifeandI'm lyingin

thishospitalbed"

Mnqo:"Youcan'tsaythattomeKuhle,no

matterhowangryyouareatme.I'm likethis

becauseIblamemyselfforwhathappened,I



knowdeepdownthatonlyonepersonwouldtry

tokillyou.Andthishitwasforyounotmymom,

asitgoesinwarit'sallaboutdeceptionandmy

motherwasthenecessaryevilthathadgotin

theway.I'm sorrythatIputyouhereinthis

hospitalbed"hesaidstandingup

Kuhle:"Mnqophiso!"Hejustwalkedoutwithout

lookingather,shesigh.

Thelastthingsheneedsrightnowisforthem

tofight.

Sheclosedhereyesandtriedfallingasleep.

Thedoctorcametocheckhershewasgoingto

stayovernightanddischargeherthefollowing

day.

TheslightlyopenitwasMnqophisoshelooked

athim

Mnqo:"I'm sosorryforbehaviourearlieronI'm

juststressedoutandIdon'tknowwhattodo"

shesighed



Kuhle:"Comehere"hetookoffhisshoesand

gotinbedwithher

Mnqo:"Ialwaysthoughtthessbedweretoo

small"theychuckled

Kuhle:"Youwerewrong.Stillnochangewith

yourmother"heshookhishead

Mnqo:"HowdoItellmyfatherthatmybaby

mamaisthereasonhiswifeishalfdead?"

Kuhle:"Thesamewayyouaresayingitright

now,yourfamilydeservetoknowwhat

happenedandifyouareafraidtheywillblame

you,theywon'ttheyhaveseenhowKopanois"

hesigh

Mnqo:"Youareright,Ijustwanttoknowwhy

shediditbecausethere'snowayshefoundout

theengagementwasfake"

Kuhle:"IfanythingKopanoissmartshemight

havethisfigureditthat'swhysheplannedthis

hitonme"



Mnqo:"Wecan'tcallthepoliceyetbecause

there'ssurelynoevidencethatlinkshertothis

fornow"

Kuhle:"Justtellyourfamilyfirstandyouwill

takeitfrom there"

"Telluswhat!?"Khayasaidstandingbythedoor

withothersbehindhim

Theyallwalkedinfollowingeachotherexcept

forEntleandZiziphowhichwerestillresting.

Ndlovu'sandDlamini'swereallthere,

Mnqophisoclearedhisthroat.

Mnqo:"Pleasesit"therewasatwoseatcouch

andtwochairssotheyweresevensotheytried

thebesttofitinandthetwinsremained

standing.

Luu:"YoulooknervousMnqowhat'sgoingon?"

Mnqo:"Kuhlesawthepersonwhowas

responsibleforshooting"theroom weren't



silentforasecond.

Khaya:"Kuhle?"Hesaidlookingather

Kuhle:"Itwasajanitorfrom theapartmentme

andKopanoshared"

Mbuso:"Ajanitorandwhywouldheshootyou?"

Mnqo:"ProbablyhiredhitmanbyKopano"The

Ndlovu'sgasped

Unathi:"WhywouldKopanodothat?"

Kuhle:"Becauseherbabydaddyismychosen

husband,becausesheisobsessedwithhim"

Unathichuckled

Unathi:"Ormaybeyouarejustaccusingherso

thatthecompetitionwillbeeliminated"

Luu:"Unathi!"Everyonewasshocked

Kuhle:"It'sokayLuthando,I'm notaccusingher

fornoreasonormaybethatmightalsobethe

reasontoo.Okaymisssmartpantstellmethis

whywouldajanitorthatIbarelytalkedtotryto



killme.AndsurprisinglythejanitorandKopano

gotalongverywelliftheywerenotbesties.Me

andKopanohadafalloutthenallofsuddenI

haveabulletlaunchedinmyabdominal.Or

maybeshejustwantednocompetitiontoo"she

saidlookingatUnathi

Unathi:"Foronlyweknowthetwowereliving

togethermaybeyousawthatyourmanwas

fallingformycousin,nowsheisaperfect

escapegoattouse"Kuhlechuckled

Kuhle:"UnathiInevertakenyouforabitchandI

apologizeifwhatIsaidwillcauseaquarrel

betweenthetwofamiliesbutIsawwhatIsaw

andIbelievewhatIbelievenowitisuptoyou

tochoosewhatyoubelieve"

TheDlamini'sknewthatKopanowasjusta

psychobutfortheNdlovu'sitwasjustabitter

pilltoswallow.

Queen:"Unathiwhatwasthat?!"Shesaidas



soonastheywereoutofKuhle'sroom whowas

leftwiththeDlamini's.

Unathi:"KopanoisfamilyMom,youcan'tjust

believethatcommoner"aslaplandingonher

face

Queen:"Sincewhendowecallpeople

commonersUnathi?Yourmotherisa

commonertoodon'tforgetthat"Unathiwas

holdinghercheck

King:"I'm reallydisappointedinyouUnathi"

Unathi:"SoyouaresayingthatIshouldn't

defendmycousin!!?"

Luu:"Wearesayingdefendyourcousinina

respectfulmanner"

Queen:"Iwantyoutoleavethishospitalnow"

Unathi:"I'm heresupportingtheDlamini's"

King:"Youaresupportingthem?Really?Youjust

defendedsomeonewhomightberesponsible



forNaledifightingforherlife"

Mbuso:"Didyouknowthatcousinyouare

defendingforcedMnqotomarryherifnotshe

willtakethebabyawayfrom him?"

Unathi:"Id--"Luthandocutheroff

Luu:"Justleaveandgobewithyourcousin,tell

herthattheDlamini'swillcutherheadoffwhile

atit"Unathididn'tknowwhattodo,shewas

justtryingtodefendhercousinbutwentthe

wrongwayaboutit.

HerandKopanowerealwaysclosewhen

growingupsoitwashardtohearKuhlesayall

thosethings.

Sheleftthehospitalanddecidedtogohome

notKopano'shouseandshewasprayingthat

Kopanowasinnocentlikesheclaimedorshe

justruinedherfriendshipwithKuhleover

nothing.

TheNdlovu'sapologizedtoKuhleforUnathi's



behaviourandtheyaskedtheDlamini'sto

investigatewhathappenedbeforetheyjust

blameherwithanyproofthatitwasher.

Thiswassurelycausingtensionbetweenthe

twofamiliesbuttheyweretryingtofindtofind

acommonground.

ThefollowingdayKuhlewasdischargedand

Nalediwasstillonlifesupport.

MnqotookKuhletotheroyalhousebecause

that'swhereshewouldbesafe.

Helaterdrovetotheapartmentshesharedwith

Kopano.

Kopano:"Youdidn'tcomehomelastnight"

Mnqolookedather,ittookeverythinginhim

notsqueezethelifeoutofher

Mnqo:"Mymotherwasshot"

Kopano:"Isawthatonthenews,italso



mentionedthatshewaswithayounglady

nobodyknows"

Mnqo:"Andyouexpectedmetobeherewhen

mymotherwasfightingforherlife"shesigh

Kopano:"I'm sorryit'sjustthatIcan'tlive

withoutyouMnqo"hechuckled

Mnqo:"Thengetusedtothatthen"

Kopano:"Whatareyousaying?"Shesaidwith

herheartbeatingsofast

Mnqo:"I'm goingbacktotheroyalhousemy

familyneedsme"

Kopano:"I'm comingwithyou,Ican'tstayhere

aloneI'm pregnant"

Mnqo:"That'swhyIhiredanursetolookafter

you"

Kopano:"Youcan'tleave!"Shescreamed"Mnqo

youcan'tleaveme!

Mnqo:"Orwhat?Youwillshootme?"



Kopano:"What?!"Shesaidswallowing

Mnqo:"Imeanthat'stheonlywayyouwillstop

mefrom leaving"

Kopano:"Iwillkillmyselfandthisbabyifyou

leave"

Mnqo:"Idon'tcarewhatyoudoanymore

Kopano,ifyoukillthatbabyRIPtoherIguess"

hesaidpackinghisstaff

Kopano:"IloveyouMnqophiso"

Mnqo:"AndIloveKuhle,Ionlystayedwithyou

toprotectmychildbutIjustrealisedthatIhave

nocontroloverthissituation.YesIlovemy

babytodeathbutyouaremakingthings

difficultforme.Iam aDlaminiKopanodon't

forgetthat"hewalkedoutleavingKopano

wailingbegginghim nottoleave.

Threeweekslater



Nalediwasstillshowingnosignsofwakingup,

thedoctorswerelosinghopebutherfamily

werenotgoingtogiveuponher.

Herhusbandwouldgotothehospitalandtalk

toherhehadhopedthatshewashearinghim.

Entlewasonlyfewweeksfrom givingbirthshe

neededhermotheritwashadforherbut

Lorenzo'smotherwasthereforheritwasn'tthe

samebutithelpedalot.

Ziziphowasalsohavinghardtimewithher

mother'sconditionbutluckilyforhershehad

thebesthusbandandin-laws.

KopanowasbarelycopyingwithoutMnqophiso

shecouldn'tbelievethathereallyherforKuhle.

Shewaswillingtofinishthejobshehiredthe

janitortodoherself.

Kuhletookthelifesheplannedforherself.



MnqophisoandKuhleweregoingstrong,they

havegrowncloserwitheachdaythatpasses.

EventhoughNalediwasstillinhospital,the

familywastryingtoadjustandgoabouttolive

anormallife.

MnqophisoandKuhledecidedtogoout,they

hadguardswiththem astheystillbelievedthat

Kopanowillstrikeagain.

Theyweresittingonthesandnearthebeach

whensomeoneyelled

"Kuhle!!"Theybothturnedandtheguards

quicklywalkedclosedtotheguy.

Kuhle:"Mnqophisoit'sthejanitor"theytried

lookingforthejanitorbuthehasdisappearedin

thinair

Mnqo:"What?!"Theybothstoodupastheywere

standingupMnqophisosawKopanopointing

thegunatKuhle.



Theguardscouldn'tseeherbecausetheywere

stillfocusingonthejanitor

Mnqo:"Kuhle!!!!"Hesaidpushingheroutofthe

wayandthebulletshithim instead.

Kopano:"Mnqophiso!"Shesaidcryingand

turningtheguntoherself

Kuhle:"Babe!Noyoucan'tdothistome!"

Kopanopulledthetriggeronherhead

Kuhle:"Mnqophisowakeup!!!"Shesaidhold

ontohim "Youneedtowakeplease"therewas

nothingshecoulddoatthispoint

••••

Don'tforgettocommentplease

Insert64-SeasonFinale

Zizipho



Wehadtogothehospitaltoday,that'swhatwe

doonSaturdayswespendtimewithMom as

webelievethathavingusaroundisgoingto

healherandwegiveherareasontofightand

wakeup.

MyrelationshipwithUnathihaschanged

completelychangedassheisonKopano'sside

andI'm onKuhle'ssidebecauseIhaveseen

howherbehaviourhasbeentowardsKuhleand

shepartiallythereasonmymotherisfighting

forherlife.

Someandmysisterin-lawweonlytolerate

eachotherbecausewestayunderthesame

roofandIstilldon'tunderstandwhyshecomes

heretovisitmymom whenyoucouldclearly

seethatshedoesn'twanttobehere

Wewerestillwaitingforthem toletusinanda

nurseemergedquicklyfrom mymother'sroom

andcalledthedoctor.



Wequicklystandtryingtofigureoutwhat's

happeningwithher.

Dad:"What'sgoingon?"Hesaidinpanicmode

aswehearthemechinesbeeping

uncontrollable.

Thedoctorwentinsideaswestandonthe

glasswatchingmymom shakeuncontrollable.

Mpumi:"What'sgoingon?!"Weallhadnoidea

whatwasgoingon.

Thenursequicklyclosedtheblindsassoonas

shesawuswatchingthedoctorsworkingon

mom.

WeallstoodtherewithoutsayingawordIjust

clutchedonLuthando'sarms.

Thenursecameoutafterfewminutesandtold

ustositdown.

Dad:"What'sgoingonwithmywife?"

Nurse:"MrsDlaminihadaseizure"weall



gasped

Me:"Whatdoesthatmean?"

Nurse:"Inhersituationit'sgoodnews"

Dad:"Goodnewshow?"

Nurse:"Yourwifewashalfdeadsirandher

havingaseizureit'sasignoflife,sosheisout

oflifesupportandshecanbreatheonherown"

weallgaspedinexcitement

Entle:"Finally,thankyousomuch"thenurse

nodsandwalkedaway.

Mpumi:"Dadsheiscomingbacktoyousoon"

shesaidhugginghim theirrelationshiphave

improvedalot.

Weherecommotionandparamedicspushing

twostretcheswithdoctorsalongtheirsides.

Me:"What'sgoingon?"Luthandoshruggedand

theygetinsidethetheatrewards.

MyeyeslandedonKuhlewhowascoveredin



bloodlikeshejustcameoutofahorrormovie

scene.

Dad:"Kuhle!!"Shejustbrokedownmyheart

poundsofastbecauseIcan'ttakeanymorebad

news.

Me:"What'sgoingonKuhle?Whereismy

brother?"Shewipedhertearsandlookedat

Unathithenwalkedtowardsherlikeshewas

possessed.

Unathi:"Whatarey--"shedidn'tevenfinishtwo

slapslandedonherface.

Me:"Kuhlestopit!"Luthandopulledheraway

from Unathiasshewasstillchargingforher

Kuhle:"Letmego!!"Shescreamed"Yourstupid

innocentcousintriedkillingmeandMnqophiso

gotontheway,thebulletshithim insteadofme.

Andthistimeshediditinpublicandshot

herselftoo.Am Istillaccusingherbitch!"She

saidcrying



Us:"What?!"Unathilookedlikeshejustsawa

ghost

Dad:"Arethosetwopeoplewhowerejust

wheeledinthem?"Shenods

Kuhle:"Yes,whathappenedUnathi?Catcaught

yourtongue?"Shewaschannelingherangerto

Unathi

Unathi:"KuhleI--"Kuhlecutheroff

Kuhle:"NoUnathisaveit!!Mnqophisoisfighting

forhislife,hismotherisalsoherebecauseof

thatpsychoyouweredefending!!Iprayshe

makesit,deathisaneasywayoutforher"she

saidsittingdown.

Mymindwasstillwrappingaroundthatmy

brotherwasshot.

Entle:"Ouch"shescreamedandwealllookedat

her

Queen:"Babyareyouokay?"Shesaidrushingto



her

Entle:"Mywaterjustbroke!"Shesaidtryingto

breathe

Dad:"What?!"

Luthando:"Iwillgetadoctor"hesaidalready

runningsomewhere.

Me:"Justbreathbabyokay?"Shenodsandtry

tobreath

Entle:"Iwantmymom"shesaidwithtears

glisteninginhereyesmyheartbreaksintoa

thousandpieces

Dad:"Listentomesweetheart,yougottabe

strongformommyandGodknowsshewanted

toexperiencethismomentwithyoubabybut

shecan'tandsheisherewithyoubyheart,I'm

alsohereokay"hesaidwipinghertears

Entle:"CanyoucallLeronzoandhisMom forme

Mpumi"



Mpumi:"ofcoursebaby"shesaidtakingEntle's

phoneandpagethroughitwhilemyhusband

comeswiththedoctorandwheelchair

Doc:"HowistheMom tobe?"

Entle:"Inpain"shesaidgroaning

Doc:"Okaylet'sdeliveryourbaby"shenodsthe

doctorwheeledher.

Mpumi:"Lorenzoisonhisway"shesaidtoEntle

whojustnods

Dad:"Somuchishappening,I'm hurtingbecause

mysonjustgotshotandwedon'tevenknow

howheisdoingaswespeaking.Ijustgotgood

newsaboutmywifeandnowmydaughteris

havingherfirstchild,hermothercan'tevenbe

heretosharethismomentwithher.Idon't

knowhowtoevenfeelit'slikemyheartisgoing

toexplodeandmyancestorshasdefinitely

turnedtheirbackonus"

King:"Noyoucan'tsaythatKhaya,remember



afteraheavystorm thereisalwaysarainbow"

hesighandnods.

IsatnexttoKuhlewhoseemedtoonherown

world.

Me:"Heisgoingtobeokay"shelookedatme

Kuhle:"ForaminuteIthoughthewasdeaduntil

theparamedicstoldmeotherwise"shelean

againstmyshoulder

Me:"Mom isshowingsignsofwakingup"

Kuhle:"That'sgoodnewsIjustwishhedidn'tget

intheway"

Me:"Don'tbestupidKuhle,mybrotherdid

somethinganymenshoulddo,protecthis

woman"

Kuhle:"Ifeellikecomingtohislifehasbrought

yourfamilynothingbutpain"

Me:"Nothat'sKopanodoings,youweremeant

tobeinourlives"wesawLorenzoandhis



familythatcouldfitabuscomingin.

Lorenzo:"Goodafternoon,whereisEntle?"He

saidpanicking

Dad:"Mpumishowhim"shenodsandleadshim

Luthando:"Wherewilltheysit?"Hesaid

whisperingtome

Me:"Beatsme"hechuckled

Mbuso:"22peoplewheredidtheythinkthey

weregoing?Someparty"

Leo:"Youguysknowthatwecouldhearyou

right"Ionlyrememberafewofthesepeople

there'smanyofthem

Me:"Therearesomanyofyou"theylaugh

makingeveryonelookedatus.

Leo:"Familytradition,andhowisyourMom?"

Me:"Gettingbetter"

Miracle:"That'sgoodnews"



Emiliana:"Isthepersonwhodidthattoherstill

alive"herfamilyreprimandhersheshrugged

hershoulders.

AfterfourhoursLorenzocameoutsmiling.

Lorenzo:"It'saboy"weallgotexcited.

Dad:"HowisEntle?"

Lorenzo:"Shealmostkilledmeinthatlabour

wardbutsheisokay,restingfornow"typicalof

Entle.

Lorenzo'sfamilyleftafterseeingtheirchildonly

Lorenzostayedbehind.

Adoctorcameoutoftheatreandwealllooked

athim

Doc:"Wedeliveredabouncingbabygirl,the

motherdidn'tmakeit"wealllookedateach

other

Dad:"Howismyson?"



Doc:"Heisdoinggoodandhissurgerywasa

success"weallsighinrelieve

Dad:"Canweseehim?

Doc:"Notnowbutlateron"weallnod

Kuhle:"Andthebaby..are..weallowedtosee

her?"

Doc:"Yessheisprettystrongforapremature"

Kuhle:"Iwouldliketoseeher"

Me:"Metooplease"

Dad:"I'm gonnaletherfamilyknowwhat

happenedtotheirdaughter"hewalkedaway.

Wefollowedthedoctorshewasinanincubator.

Doc:"Thereisshe,Iwillgiveyousomespace"

hewalkedout.

Webothstandtherelookingatbabyinsilence.

Kuhle:"Sheisbeautiful,justlikehermother"I

sigh



Me:"Yeahthatsheisandhairytoo.Iwishthings

didn'tcometothis"shewalkedcloseto

incubatorandchuckled

Kuhle:"Shewillgetbulliedforthatuglynoseher

dadgavetoher"

Me:"Iknow"Isigh"Don'tdothatKuhle!Whatif

hergrandparentswanther"

Kuhle:"Thisisstrange"shesaidsteppingaway

from theincubator

Me:"YeahIknowbutpleasekeepthose

motherlyfeelingsawayfornow"

Kuhle:"I'm notdoingthisbecauseIfeelguilty

right?"

"Noyounot"WefindMbusostandingbythe

door

Mbuso:"Ancestralbondit'swhatyouhavewith

her,Ican'texplainthathereandbythewayyour

motherisawakeZizipho"



Me:"What?"Isaidalreadywalkingout.

IfindmydadandMpumialloverher.

Me:"Mom!"Isaidquicklywalkingnexttoher

andhuggedhertight.

Mom:"Heysweety,don'tcryplease"shesaid

weakly

Me:"I'm sorryMom,it'sjustthatIwassoscared

toloseyou"

Mom:"NoI'm here,Kuhleisokay?"Inod

Me:"Sheisfine"

Mom:"WhereisEntleandyourbrother?"

Dad:"Entlejustgavebirthbutterfly"shegasped

Mom:"What?HowlonghaveIbeenhere?"

Dad:"Almostthreeweeks"shesigh

Mom:"Issheokay?"Weallnod

Mpumi:"ShejusthadababyboyMom"she

smiled



Mom:"WowmyfirstgrandsonandMpumijust

calledMom forthefirsttime,Ineedtodieagain

then"shesaidsmiling

Dad:"Don'tyoudare!"Hewarnedandwe

laughed

Me:"Mnqophiso'schildwasalsoborntoday"

Mom:"Isn'ttooearlythou?"shesaidworried

Dad:"Yeahthere'salotthathappened"hesaid

fillingherofeverything

Mom:"Whywouldshegotosuchlengthsfora

manthatdoesn'tloveher?"

Mpumi:"Shewasobsessedwithhim"

Mom:"I'm speechlesshonestly"aknockcame

through

Luthando:"I'm sorrytodisturbyoubutmyuncle

andauntarehere"mydadnod

Dad:"ThankyouMbasa,pleasecallthem here"

henodsandleft.



Afewmomentstheycameinandsettleddown,

theygreetedandgreetingswereexchanged

Dad:"Firstlywewouldliketopassour

condolences,wearesorryforyourlost"they

nod

MrsM:"Thankyou"shesaidwipinghertears

MrM:"Andwewouldalsoliketoapologisefor

everythingshedidtoyourfamily,Kopanowas

bipolarandshehasbeendealingwithitfor

yours.Werecentlyfoundoutshewasn'ttaking

hermedicationandshebarelyseesherdoctor"

Dad:"Wedidn'tknowthatsowewouldliketo

discussthewayforwardconcerningthechild,I

knowit'snottherighttimenow"

MrsM:"It'sokay,actuallywewantwhat'sbest

forthechildandwithyourfamilyshewillhavea

betterfutureandstability,youdeserveheras

youdidrightbyher.Butcanwealsovisitation

withher?"



Mom:"Youdon'thavetoask,anytimeyouwant

toseeherjustletusknow"

Mr.M:"Thankyousomuch"

Dad:"Nothankyouweappreciateyour

understanding"theynodandtheyleftaftera

fewthingswerediscussed

Me:"Ifeelsobadforthem yazi"

Mom:"Metoo,Kopanowasselfish"

Dad:"Iwillgoseemygrandchild"hesaid

excitedlystandingupIguesshewasholding

backatfirstbecausehewasn'tsureifwewere

goingtobeallowedtokeepher.

Mom:"IguessIwillhavetofeelbetterbefore

goingtoseemygrandchildren"

Entle:"Notmine!"Shesaidbeingwheeledinby

Lorenzoholdingmynephewinherarms,whois

socoloured.

Mom:"Heybaby,heyLore"Mom saidsmiling



Entle:"HeyMom"

Lorenzo:"HeyMa,Iwillgiveyouguyssome

space"hewalkedout

Mom:"CanIseehim?"

Entle:"Heisalreadytakingmyspace"weall

laughed,Mpumitookhim andhandinghim to

Mom

Mom:"Hebetrayedyou"

Entle:"Tellmeaboutit,heishisfather'sson"we

alllaughed

Mom:"Whatdidyounamehim?"Shesmiled

Entle:"ThingoGustavo"

Me:"Gustavosoundsogangster"theylaughed

Entle:"Blamehisfamilyforthatname"

Mom:"ThingomeansRainbowright?"She

smiled

Entle:"Yes,Therainbowweneededafterthe



heavystorm wejustwentthrough"beautiful

name

Mom:"It'sbeautiful"

••••••

Don'tforgettocommentplease

Insert65-Finale

Kuhle

I'm notanancestralpersonandI'm notadeep

Christiangirleither.

IthinkmyfriendscalledachurchgirlbecauseI

gotochurchalmosteverysundayandIwanted

towaitformarriagejusttohavesexnot

becauseI'm aChristianbutit'sjustsomethingI

alwayswanted.

SonowhavinganAncestralbondwithKopano's



babydidn'tscaremeifanythingitconfusedme.

WhywouldtheDlaminiancestorschoosemeto

behermotherwhileherbiologicalmotherhated

mewithherwholebeingitdoesn'tmakeany

sense?

I'm sureKopanowillstarthauntingmebecause

oftheirchoice.

NothingcouldchangethebondevenwhenI

thinkaboutthepainhermothercausemebut

byjustalookonherlittlehairyfaceallthat

goesawayIfeelwarmth.

AspersonI'm boundtohavedoubtsyesatfirst

fearofbeingaterriblemothertohercrippled

mebutIwantedtobethebestmotherforher

becauseitfeltright.

FinlayMnqohaswokenupaftertwoweeksof

hischildbeingborn.

IwasdrivingtothehospitalandIwasreally

excitedtoseehim.



Ibelievethatthishardphaseinourrelationship

hasfinallypassedandthingswillbebetter,this

willbeanewjourneyforus.

AssoonashislandedonmehesmiledandI

walkedclose

Me:"Hey"thedoctorthatwascheckingupon

him lookedatme

Dr:"Hello,Ihavegoodnewsforthebothofyou?"

Mnqo:"TellmeI'm goinghomeplease"the

doctorlaughed

Dr:"Youarealreadytiredofme"hechuckled

Mnqo:"Ijustmissmywoman"Ican'thelpbut

smile

Dr:"Itmustbenicebeingloved,sothegood

newsisyouaregettingoutofhereDrDlamini

butpleasetakeiteasyforthenextthreetofour

weeks"

Me:"Trustmehewill"herolledhiseyes



Dr:"Andtheothernewsarethebabyisreadyto

gohomeandwebelievesheisstrongenough

togohome,shealsoneedsaname"Mnqo

lookedatme

Mnqo:"Whatbaby?"HejustwokeupIhaven't

toldherwhathappened

Me:"YourdaughterMnqo"

Mnqo:"What?"Thatcameoutasawhisper"She

madeit?Sheisalive?"Hesaidwithtears

alreadycloudinghiseyesIsmiled

Me:"Yessheisgood"

Mnqo:"Andhermother?"Isigh

Me:"Shedidn'tmake,Kopanodied"hesighand

lookedatme

Mnqo:"That'sashame,Iwanttoseemy

princess"

Dr:"Wewillbringherin"shewalkedout

Mnqo:"Howiseveryone?"



Me:"Welleveryoneisgoodandyourmotheris

settlingokayathome,Entlegavebirththesame

dayasKopano.Soyourbabiesaretwins.She

namehim Thingo,sowhatareyougoingto

nameher?"

Mnqo:"Uhh--"helookedatmehorrifiedI

laughed,thenursecameinwiththelittle

princess.

Nurse:"Heresheis!"Mnqoopenedhisarmsfor

her.Shewasplacedinhisarms.

Shehadhereyesclosed,Ilookedat

Mnqophiso'sfacewhichwasfullofamazement,

fullofloveIdecidedtocapturethismomentfor

them.

Mnqo:"Sheissoperfect"hesaidbrushingher

littleknuckles.

Me:"Sohaveyoudecidedonthenameyet?"

Mnqo:"Idon'tknowwhatdoyouthink?"Ilooked

athim andhesmiled



Me:"HowaboutLuhlelunje?"

Mnqo:"LuhlelunjeHarmonyDlamini"

Me:"Aperfectnamefitforabeautifulprincess"

Mnqo:"PromiseyouwillloveherKuhle?"I

lookedathim andhedoesn'tknowaboutthe

bondwehaveyet

Nurse:"Trustmesheisingoodhands,shehas

beenspendingeverydaywithherhere,bought

herclothes"Mnqosmiled

Mnqo:"Thankyousomuchsthandwasam"

Me:"IpromiseIwillloveher"heholdsmyhand

andasatnexttohim whileheholdslittleLuhle

onhisarms.

Wesignedallthenecessarydocuments.

Mnqo:"Readytotakeherhome?"IfrownasI

seeUnathistandingbythedoor

Unathi:"I'm notheretocauseanytrouble"Mnqo

lookedatus



Me:"WhatdoyouwantUnathi?"

Unathi:"I'm heretoapologizetothebothofyou,

I'm sorryforwhatIsaidtoyouthatday,Iwas

justdefendingmycousinbutIdidthatina

wrongway."

Me:"RightIforgaveyoualongtimeagobut

don'texpectthingstobethesame.Ithoughtwe

werefriendsbutIwaswrong.Meandyouare

justpeoplewhoknoweachother.Wewillbe

civiltowardseachother"shenods

Unathi:"I'm sorryagain,andIalsobroughtacar

seatforthebaby"

Me:"Thankyou"shenodsandwalkedout

Mnqo:"Canwegohomenow?"Wewalkedwith

meholdingLuhleonmyarmsandherbag.

Whileholdsthecarseatandhisbag.

Zizipho



ThreeMonthslater

AmonthagoIgavebirthtoabouncingbaby

boy,wenamedhim AyavuyaandLuthando

couldn'tbehappier,healwayswantedababy

boyeventhouhekeptsayinghewasokaywith

anygenderbutIknowhim betterthananyone

else,hewantedaboyfrom thedayIsawhow

hewaswithJuniorIknewhewantedaboy.

Andnowthathehasoneheissohappy.

LookingbackinmylifeIneverthoughtitwould

bequiteajourneyforme.

Istartedasalostsoul,Ididn'thaveanyidentity.

Ifellavictim toanabusehusbandandwho

thoughtloved,Ithoughtitwasnormalforhim

tobevioletwithmesinceIneverexperienced

anytypeoflove.

ButdeepdownIknewitwasn'tokaymaybeI



wasjustdesperatetohavesomeonewholoves.

TheNdlovu'sandMyancestorsfinallycame

throughformeandtookmeoutofthedarklifeI

wasliving.

ImetincrediblepeoplealongthewayandImet

mychosenone.

IknewIlovedhim thefirsttimeIlaidmyeyes

onhim,hisgenuinecareformeandmyson

wasjusteverything,Melissamighthavebeen

hisfirstlovebutIwastheloveofhislove.

IlookedatmyselfinthemirrorandsmiledI

lookedsoperfect,Iwasreadytowalkthanthe

Isleandmakehim mylegalhusband.

Mom:"Ohmybabyyoulooksobeautiful.Those

aretearsofjoy"Ididn'tevenrealisethatIwas

cryingbutshewasrightthesewerethetearsof

joy.

Me:"GodI'm sonervousMom"shesmiled



Mom:"Thatfeelingisnormalbaby,youare

alreadyhiswifeyougotnothingtoworryabout"

Kuhle:"Lookatyou,lookingsoperfectit'slikeI

metyouyesterdayandnowwearefinallyhere"I

chuckled,shehasbeenthebestfriendever.

ShealwaysmadesurethatI'm happyandstick

bymyside.

ShehasbeenagreatmothertoLuhlewhois

suchahappybabyandmybrothercouldn'tbe

moreblessed.

Me:"Iknowright,timeflies!"Aknockcame

through

Mpumi:"comein"dadwalkedin

Dad:"Youlookbeautifulmyprincess"hesaid

kissingmyforehead

Me:"ThankyouDad"

Dad:"Theyarereadyforyou"

Me:"Okay"Isighandstandup.



Helaunchedmyarm intohis,everythingseems

soperfect,thiswasafairytaleandIwas

marryingaprince.

Andcomingtothinkaboutit,itwasreallyclose

tobeingacindirellastory.

MyfatherhandedmeovertoLuthandoand

whisperedsomethingtohim henods.

Aspertraditionthepastorcarriedoutthe

weddingceremony.

Itwassmallbutintimate,justfamiliesandfew

friends.

ItwastimetosayourvowsIlookedat

Luthando.

Me:"Ithoughtaboutwritingmyvowsdownbut

thatdidn'tfeelrighttomebecauseIwantedto

speaksomethingfrom theheart.LuthandoI

rememberthefirsttimeImetyou,everything

feltrightsomethingaboutyourpresencegave

mepeaceandsafety.Youstoodupforme



whenIcouldn'tdothatformyself.Youhave

seenmeatmyworseandcriedwithmeduring

mymostpainfuldays.Youprotectedmelikeno

mandid.From youIhavelearnttolove

unconditionallywithoutholdingback.When

everymensawmeasdirtyyousawmeas

treasure.OnthisdayIvowtobewithyouon

yourworsedaysandpainfuldayslikeyou.Ivow

tobethepillarofyourstrengthandtoloveyou

atyourworstandbest.Imightnotbeyourfirst

butIpromisetobeyourforeverandbethewife

youalwayswanted.Iwillbethemotherof

those11kidsyouwanted.Youarestuckwith

meandyoumylifeline"Iheareveryonealulating

andhisvowsfollowswhichwerebeautiful.

IsmiledasIlookatthepeoplefatebroughtto

me.

Butmyeyesbecametearyassoonastheyland

toJuniorwhowasleaningagainstthewall

wavingatmesmiling.



Me:"Junior"Iwhisperedheblewmeakissthen

disappeared

Luu:"Areyouokay?"Inodandhuggedhim tight

Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

Luu:"Iloveyoumore"hesaidkissingmy

forehead

ThismystoryandIthoughtitwastheendbutit

justbegan.

THEEND


