
LOVELOST

SEASON1

Introduction...

"Alrighteveryone,pensdown."

Iletoutahugesigh.Mylastexam.Itearoutmy

papersandstaplemypaperstogether.Imso

happy.Imfinallyamatriculant,wellthatsifI

passbutImguaranteedto.Imfirstinmygrade

andIstudytirelesslysoIhavetopass.Igetout

ofthehallandgooutsidetogohome.Itspast

11soIwalkout.

Mfundo:Haiboqobokazanasowugoduka?

Awuzikwipensdown?

Ilaughandshakemyhead.

Mfundohasbeenwantingmesincegrade8and

Ivebeenrejectinghimsince.Honestlywhenwill

hetakethehint?Iwalktothetaxirankbehind

sparandcatchataxitoWhittlesea.Fromthere,



icatchanotheronetoSada,eMadakeni.

Ohhowrudeofme!Imblabbingonwithout

introducingmyself.

Hi,ImThandokaziNqumbofromeMadakeni,

eSada,EasternCape.Ilivewithmy

mother,Thandiwe,andIattendschoolat

HexagonHigh.Ivejustwrittenmylastexam

todayinGrade12andnextyearIplantoattend

atWSUinWhittlesea.Imsoexcitedtobefinally

donewithschoolcausenowIcanconcentrate

onmother.Shesunwelllatelybutshepretends

thatsheisandkemnaIdontwanttomakea

fussofnothing.Mydad?Hepassedaway2

yearsagoandleftmeandmymotherR10000

toliveon.Hiskidsfromhispreviousmarriage?

HeleftthemclosetoR800000.Butthatsnone

ofmybusiness.Anywaybacktothenow...

Igethome,washmyuniformandstarton



supper.Igotomomsroom,shesnothere.

Probablyworkingthelateshift.Igotoher

wardrobeandtakeoutmyphone.Itsa

SamsungA2.Malumegotitformebeginningof

thisyeartomotivatemetostudyharderand

alsoforbeingagooddaughter.Anywayiswitch

itonandlookformyearphones.Iplugthemin

andplaysomemusic.Istartdancingaround

thehousewhileIclean.

Myhomeisa2bedroomedhousewitha

kitchen,bathroomandlounge.Imanonlychild

soIhavemyownroom,whichIsometimes

sharewithmycousinwhenshecomesoverfor

weekends.Shes20andstudyingatWsuwhich

iswhyIwanttostudytheretoo.

TheresasofttaponmyshoulderandIturnto

seemymomsmilingbehindme.Itakemy

earphonesoutwhichareonfullblast

Me:Hilover



Shelaughs

Her:Mybaby.Unjani?Belinjaniphepha?

Me:Arg!!!Belinzimakodwandilizamilemama.

Accountinginzimanaweuyayazi.Hewethu

mntwam,ndizifumeneiformszaseStandard

Bank.Soholidayjobndiyibambile.

Mamashakesherheadno.

Me:Haiboma?

Her:Nobaby.Awuzuphangelakuleiholiday.

Me:Ngoba?

Shesighsandwalksaway.Imnotgoingto

pesterheraboutherdecision.Mymommaybe

mybestfriend,butIstillrespectherasmy

mother.SheworksatSparinWhittleseaand

sometimescomeshomelateespeciallyonthe

first.

Anyway,Ifinishupcleaningandgofetchmy



uniformfromtheline.Igobackinandmoms

seatedonthecouchwatchingtv.

Me:Ndiphake?

Her:Please.

Idishupformeandher.MakaziandMalume

knockandIdishforthemtoo.Momdidsay

they'llbecomingtoday.Wechat,mostlyabout

schoolandIcleareveryonesplatesandtake

themtothekitchen.

Mama:Thandoyizaziyekeizitya.

Sheshoutsfromthelounge.Ileavethedishes

andgositwiththem.Mamahastearsinher

eyesandMakaziislookingdown.

Malume:Thandolwamntombi.Akhondlelailula

yokuxelelalento.Kodwangomgqibelo,abakhozi

bazazokulanda.

Me:Abakhozi?

Malume:Ewentombaam.Uyatshata



Ikeepquiet.Imtoonumbtospeak.

Me:(whispering)ngoba?

Malume:Mntanam,senzelawenalento.

Me:Mamaawusandifun?

MamajustcriessohardandMakazicomforts

her.

IamfuriousIgetupandgotomyroomand

justcryonmybed.

IguessImustvefallenasleepbecauseIm

wokenupbymyalarmat6.Iwakeupandgo

pee.

Ihearmamasdooropenandshecomesout.

Hereyesarepuffyabdred

Her:Thandolwam?

Me:Ma?

Her:Imsorry



Me:Why?Thistimepleasebeopen.Imnota

childanymoremama.

Her:Come.Sothethaekamerenyam.

Ifinishupinthebathroomandgotoherroom.I

getinsidethebedandfaceher.

Her:Thando,Imunwell.Ihavecancer.Mineis

bonemarrowandlung.Ivebeengoingtothe

doctorstogethelpbutnanathedoctorsare

highlysceptical.Itsspreadallovermybodyand

worsenedinmylungsbaby.Im...

Ijustletoutahugesob.HowcouldInotnotice.

Ilookatherandrealiseshessoskinny.I

thoughtitwasstressorshewasstillmourning

myfathersdeath.Imoveclosertoherandjust

cryinherarms.Whyher?

Me:Imsosorrymama.

Shewipesmytearsawayandholdsme.

Me:Isthatwhyyoumarryingmeoff?

Her:Baby,Iwantyoutobetakencareof.HadI



notbeenlikethis,youknowIdneverdothis.But

becauseofthesituation,Imustdowhatneeds

tobedone.

Iopenmymouthbutsheraisesherhand,

indicatingshesnotdonesoIshutmymouth.

Her:Iknowyou'llsayyoucantakecareof

yourself,buthoney,impiloinzima.Iwantyouto

getqualityeducationandbecomesomebody.I

knowbeingsomeoneswifewontbeidealbut

atleastyoullgototheuniversityofyourchoice

andstudy.SomethingthatIcannotgiveyou.My

timeisalmostupandIneedyoutobestrong.I

knowyoucandoitmyangel.

Ismileandnod.

Wespendthemorningtogether,talkingabout

eachotherandshetellsmeallthethingsthat

willberequiredofmeasawife.Itsmostlyall

thethingsIdoaphaendlinsoitwontbetoo

hard.ItsaThursdaysoshehastogotowork



lateron.Ihaveahugelumpinmythroatandas

soonasmotherleaves,Ilockupandcry.Not

becauseImgettingmarriedinatwodays,but

becausemymotherisbattlingcanceronher

own.Thatjusttearsmyheartfurtherand

makesmecryharder.

[10/29,17:03]Wadz:£01

Igathermyselfup,washmyfaceandgetthe

potsready.Theresaknockonthedoorandits

makazi.Iopenupforherandshewalksin

holdingplastic.

Her:Mariri.Phanoza.MangxizakaMakazi.

Shepinchesmycheekandpecksmylips.Yho

makazilikestalkingtomelikeababyeverytime

sheseesme.Shesbarrenumakazisoshe

treatsmelikeImherown.Hernameis

ThandiswaQumbu,shesmomsyoungersister

whostayseDongwe.Shes34,unmarriedand

worksatStandardBank.Shelovesmetodeath

andspoilsmeeverychanceshegets.Shesa



verybeautifulwomanwithgreeneyesandlong

hairandacaramelskintone.Makazihasthat

gorgeoushour-glassfigure.Shewasmarried10

yearsagobutherthenhusbandusedtoabuse

herandendedupmarryinganotherwomanand

havingkidswithher.SoMakazifiledfordivorce

andleft.

Me:MoloMakiwam.

Shesmilesatmeandputstheplasticsonthe

couch.Shesnotherbubblyselfanymore.She

comestomeandhugsme.Shebreaksdown

andcriesonmyshoulder.Ifollowandcryon

hers.Shepullsawayandwipesmytears.

Her:UxoloThando.IfIcould,Iwouldtakeyouin

butumamakhoisadamentinherdecision.

Yhiniusanalwam

Tearsjustrolldownhereyes.

Me:Itsokaymakazibutpromisemeonething?



Her:Anything.

Me:You'llbetherewhenIneedyoumost.

Her:Okomntanamoko!!

Shehugsmeagainandkissesmecheek.She

wipesmytearswithherthumbsandgivesmea

reassuringsmileeventhoughhereyestella

differentstory.Shesighsandturnstothe

couch.

Her:NdikuthengeleimpahlazobuKotivha?Try

themon.

Itakethetwoplasticsfromherandgotrythe

attireon.Itdoesntlookrightbutke,ndazini?

Iwalkoutandshesmiles.

Her:Awumhle.Howdotheyfeel?

Me:Weird.

Shegetsupandfixesme.Shetiestheblack

doekproperly,placesthetowelnicelyovermy

shoulderandfixesthescarfaroundmywaist.



Her:Heke!You'llmakeabeautifulbride.

Especiallywiththoseeyes,smileanddimples.

Rha!Uzonyisa.

Ilaughsohard.Makazihasawayof

brighteningupmydaywithouteventrying.

Inmothersroom,Igotothefulllengthmirror

andlookatmyself.Myeyesarethisdark,

magicalgreenthatturnlightbrownwhenIm

mad.Myskintoneisalightcaramelandonmy

leftcheekisadeepdimple.Myhairisablack,

softafrothatisbig,mybreastsareafirmC-cup

andmylegshaveaslightthighgap.Mybumis

roundedandsortofbig,formybodywithsmall

hipstoaccompanythat.Mybellyisflatandmy

feetareasize4.IdrawinabreathwhenIlook

intothemirror,Ilookolderandunlikemyselfat

all.Isighandgobacktothelounge.Ijustfeel

sosadrightnow.

Maki:Comesitnexttome.



Igositnexttoher.

Her:Baby,yourmotherisdoingwhatshethinks

isbestforyou.Dontshutheroutplease.You

knowhowmuchshelovesyouandthisis

tearingherapartbutshesputtingupabrave

faceforyou.Itsnoteasyonallofusandwe

wishimekowasdifferent.Pleasetrybaby,what

ifitsnotsobadafterall.

Whatifhelovesyouandyoulovehimtoo?Just

thinkofallthepositiveoutcomethatmaycome

ofthismarriage.

Isighandnod.

Me:Doyouknowhim?

Shenods.

Her:HisnameisMelisizweMvelase.Hesfrom

CapeTown.Heownsanumberofbusinesses

inconstructionandhasfarmstoo.Hes30

yearsold.



Igasp

Me:Yhuuuu!!!!!Thenwhydoeshewanttomarry

ateenage?Isheoneofthose'Iwantavirgin'

typeguy?Howfuckencreepy!

Makazilaughssohard!

Her:HayiThando!Namandazibutmmmm

mhleumfanavha?Uyanyisa.Mmmubahe

wantedanolderwomanngekudala

ndamxhumelayo!

Ilaughtoo

Me:Hayiwethu.Sowhyisnthemarriedke?

Makazishrugs.

Her:Andazi.Butkodwahe'llbegettingadamn

goodwife.Promisemeyouwonthesitateto

callmeifhetreatsyoubadly?

Me:Ipromise.

Her:UngathuliThandounyamezeleamasimba

uyevha?Akubethenjendizokulanda!



Ilaughandnod.Igetupandchangebackinto

mytracksuitandtanktop.Igobacktothe

loungeandshegivesmetheothertwoplastics.

Oneisfilledwithlacy,sexylingerieandpadded

bras.

Me:Andthen?

Her:Hayikalokuumdalangokusoyouhaveto

lookandfeelthepart.Nomorechildish

underwearandgrannypanties.Rha!Anyway,we

haveimportantthingstodiscussbefore

umamakhoafike.

Inodandexcusemyselftocheckonmypots.I

switchthemoff,maketeaforMakaziandgoto

thelounge.Shethanksmeandsipsonit.

Her:Iwanttotalkaboutsex.

Icough.

Me:Huh?

Her:Ewe.Mamelake,ngomsosizoyaeclinic

uyocwangcisaukwaziungameethi.Thefirst



timeitsgoingtobepainful.Alot.Andyouwill

bleed,notalot.Justalittle.Butafterthefirst

twotimes,itsgoingtobeamazing.Youmust

learntopleasureyourmanandsuckhim.

Myeyeswidenandsheburstsoutlaughing.

Her:Eweman!

Me:Siesmakazi.No.

Her:Hehake!Hesgoingtopleasureyounawe

youmustlearntopleasurehimtoo.Itsnothard.

Itslikeumuncaistockiewethu.

Iclosemyearsandshakemyhead.Iraisemy

handtostopher

Me:MakaziIknowhowtogiveablowjob

pheza.

Hereyeswidenandshehitsmeonmyarm.She

screamsinlaughterandthrowsherheadback.

Her:Haibosincewhen?

Me:Grade10.EventhoughIveneverbeen



penetratedIvehadoralsexwethu.Sodont

worryaboutthatdepartment.

Shesscreamingandlaughing.

Her:Thando!!!!Awumdalagirl.

Inodandlookdownsmiling.Imso

embarrassed.

Her:Hayidontbeshythatsgood.Sokeyoure

set.Whydidntyoutellme?

Me:Bendisoyikatshn!

Shelaughsandshakesherhead.Wesitand

chatnjeandshesaysshessleepingoverwhich

isnoproblem.

Momcomesbackwithbraaiedmeatfrom

eSimunyewhichweeatnomngqushoIcooked

intheafternoon.Wechatandeatandlaugh.Its

sospecialandprecious.AfterImdonewashing

dishes,momcallsmetotheloungeandIsit.



Her:Nana,abakwaMvelasebatshintshe

ingqondo.Bayezangomsolate.

Ilookathershocked!

Me:HaiboMama?

Her:BabyImsorry.

Me:Doyouwanttogetridofmesoquickly?

Mama:Nobaby!Itswhatwasinthecontract!

Me:Contract?Whatcontract?

Mamawhatareyounottellingme?

Sheholdshermouthandshakesherhead.

Makazistandsupandcomesovertoherand

comfortsher.

Me:Mama!!!!Thandiwe!Ndixelele.

Mama:ThandoImnotsupposedtotellyoubut

whenyouwereborn,youweren'tbreathing

properlyandwedidnthavethefundstotake

careofyou.DrMvelasetookyoutothebest

hospitalsandinturnyourfatherpromisedhim



yourhandinmarriagetohisyoungestson.In

thecontractsitstipulatesthatafteryouare

donewithexams,twodayslateryoushallbe

takenbythemandtheyhavetotakeyoutothe

bestuniversitymoneycanbuy/ofyour

choosing.

Imspeechless.Infact,numb.Imsotiredof

motherssecretsthatitsdrainingme.

AndingumntuuthandanolilasoIjustnod,say

goodnightandlockmyselfinmyroom.Ijust

getintobedandtrytosleep.Thisisalljusttoo

muchforme.

[10/29,17:05]Wadz:£02

Iwakeupearlythenextdayandcleanthe

houseanddolaundry.Ibath,wearmyshorts

andcamisoleandpumps.Icombmyhairand

tieit.Itspast8whenImdoneandItakeataxi

toW/sea.IwalktoNelsonMjuzaclinicand

luckilyitsnotfullyet.Imakemywaytogetthe

3monthcontraceptive.Thenurseexplainsbut



itfallsondeafears.Mymindisntherebutat

thesituationathand.Sheinjectsmeandgives

meabookletwhichstatesthenameofthe

injectionandwhenIshouldgoagain.Ithank

herandleave.Igotothesalonwhichisempty

andrelaxmylonghair.Theyalwayschargeme

R5extrabecausemyhairissolong.UsuallyI

argueandwinbuttodayImjustnotinthemood.

Ipayandleave.Icatchafulltaxibackhomeat

past11.Igethome.AssoonasIopenthedoor,

Immetbyawarmhugandtears.Itsmymom

andaunt.

Them:Uvelaphi?

Makazi:Yeeeerungumnqundusuka!!!

Ilaughsohard.HawuMaki.

Me:NdiveleVetlis(thatsWhittlesea).

Bendiyocwangcisaandndokwenzanentloko.

Mama:Haibouyacwangcisa?



Me:Ewebendiqalakephof.

Mama:Ohsanalwam!Youresogrown.Jonga

kehambochinchasizohambasiyeetown

siyothengaintozothambisaxauhamba.

Ismileatbothoftheseladiesandgotomy

room.Mybagsarealreadypackedandtheres

anoutfitalreadylaidonmybed.Itsnavyripped

jeans,whitechucksandthisnicewhiteoff

shouldertop.Itsreallypretty.Thereareloop

earringsonthebedtooandajeanjacket.Iget

dressedquicklyandgrabmybrownbagandgo.

Wegettotownandwalktothemall.Mama

buysmetoiletriesandthisreallyexpensive

perfumefromEdgars.Itsmellsreallynice.I

loveit.Makazibuysme2dressedfrom

Foschini.They'rebothoffshouldermaxi

dressesthatarebodyhuggersandsandals.We

thengotoSpurandeatandchat.Mamagives

meabankcard,sayingsheopenedmyown



accountithasafewhundredsinitandIshould

keepit.Imsohappyandexcited.

Maki:Nana,youknowthatsiyakuthanda

kakhulunomamakho?

Inodandcanfeeltearsthreateningtofall.

Mama:Pleasemntanamxaupha.Uziphathe

kakuhle.Ungasidanisi.Ndiyakwaziubaasoze

uziphoxenoThandiswa.Umthandeumyeni

wakhonaxaselekubi.Umkhuthazeandbehis

shouldertoleanonevha?Butatthesametime,

dontlethimwalkalloveryou.Standuptohim

butinarespectfulmanneravha?

Inodwithtearsfallingdownmyface.Icansee

theguyonthetablenexttousisconcernedbut

hedoesntmove.

Mama:Andpleasenanawam,dontworryabout

me.Liveyourlifetothefullest.ThatswhatI

wantyoutodoforme.Behappyandlovewith

allofyourheartandsoul.Uyevha?



Inodagain.Imunabletospeak.Theemotions

Imgoingthroughhavelockedmyvoiceandlet

thetearstakeitsplace.Makicomesaroundand

givesmeahugandkissesmycheek.Withher

thumbs,shewipesmytearsaway.Mama

brushesmyhandandsmilesatme.Wefinish

upandgohome.

Assoonasweapproachthehouse,thereisa

whiteHiluxparkedoutsidemygate.Isighand

sodoesmom.Webothlaughathowweboth

sighedatthesametime.Wegetoffandcarry

theplasticsin.Thedoorsofthecaropenanda

tall,darkmancomesout.Hegoestotheback

seatandopensthedoor.Aneldermancomes

out.Heslooksoldenoughtobemyfather,I

hopehesnotmysoontobehubby.

Mama:DrMvelase.

Hesmilesbroadlyatmymother

Him:MoloThandiwe.Usemhlenangoku.And



whoisthis?

Ismileashelooksatme.Sohe'sthedrthat

savedmylife?Hesreallycuteforanoldguy.Oh

shitImstaring.IlookatuMakaziwhosjawis

practicallyonthefloor.Inudgeherandshe

shutshermouth.

Her:Hi.

Hesmilesandshakesherhand.

Him:AndyoumustbethelovelyThandokazi?

Awwazewamuhleumntu.Uzokwenzaumakoti

omhle.

Iblushandshakehishand.Wewalkinsideand

Ipackmytoiletriesinmybagsandsitonmy

bed.Iwalkaroundmyroomandopenmy

wardrobeandfindsomeofmyfavouritejeans

arestillhere.Iwonderwhatsinthebagsthen?I

browsemyroomonelasttimebeforeImcalled

overbyumama.Igoout

Me:Ma?



Her:Timetogobaby.

Inodandgofetchmybags.Malumewalksin

andgivesmeahugehugandgivesmeanother

bagwhichisquitebigandabrandnewblanket.

Hewipesatearandhelpsmecarrymystuffout.

UDaps(myuncleswife.Icallherdaps)hugsme

sotightlyandkissesmeallovermyface.I

giggle

Her:Uziphathekakuhle.Iwishyouallthebest

nana.Iloveyou.

Ismileatherandsqueezeherhands.Oluhle(my

cousin)givesmeawrappedpresentandhugs

me.Shescryingsomuch.

Her:Imgoingtomissyou.Illcallyoueva?

Ismileandnod.Imtoomuchofanemotional

wrecktospeak.

Mama:Seeyounextweekend.Iloveyou.

Makazi:Nam.Thandasanalwam.

IhugandkissbothandMalumewalkswithme



tothecarwhereweloadmybags.Thedriver

opensformeandIgetin.Iwaveateveryone

andwedriveoff.

ImquietthewholewayuntilIeventuallyfall

asleep.Imwokenupbyapressingneedtopee.

IopebmyeyesandwearenearingStutterheim.

IlightlytaponDrMvelasesshoulder,hesonthe

phone.Heexcuseshimselftowhomeverhes

talkingtoandturnstome

Him:Ewentombam?

Me:TatabendizocelaibathroomaphaeStutt.

Him:Akhongxak.

HesmilesandIsmileback.Hecontinues

talkingonthephoneandipressmythighs

tighter.Ireallyhavetogo.Yhuuu!Wegetto

StuttandgotoSpar.AsImabouttoopen,the

doorlocks.Haw!

DrMvelase:Promiseawuzubaleka?



IlaughsohardthatIalmostpeemyself

Me:Asozetata.Andinophoxaabazalibam

ngelohlobo.

Hesmiles.

Me:Kodwake,ifitmakesyoufeelbetter,

ungandikhaphaundilindengaphandle.

Henodsandcomesoutwithme.Impractically

runningtothebathroomandhesonmytail.The

ladyatthebathroomssaysitsR2togoin.Fuck,

mypurseisinthecar.Imbouncingaround,

fumblingforchangeinmypockets.DrMvelase

clearshisthroatandgivesmetheR2.Ithank

himandsmile.AssoonasIgoin,itsflowslike

theNiagrafalls.ThatfeelsdamngoodImust

say.AfterImdoneIwashmyhandswithsoap

andapplyalittlelipbalmonmylipsandgoout.

DrMvelaseisstillatthedoorandsmileswhen

heseesme.Infact,hebreathesasighofrelief



butIchoosetoignorethat.

Him:Areyouhungry?Thirsty?

Me:Icoulddowithsomewaterplease.

Hesmilesandnods.Wewalksidebyside

insideSparandIgetwater.Whenhereaches

forDoritosonthetopshelf,Iseeagunathis

waist.Whatthefuck!!Iquicklylookawayatthe

chocolatesbutwiththecornerofmyeye,Isee

himpulldownhisshirt.Washegoingtoshoot

meifIran?

Islightlystarttrembling.Whatkindofafamily

amImarryinginto?Mythoughtsaredisturbed

byhim

DrMvelase:Wouldyoulikesomechocolate?

Ilookathimandnodshyly.

Him:Take.Asmanyasyouwant.

IgiggleandtakeaCadburybuscuit.Idontlike

Lindtchocolate,itstoorichformypalateand

ImallergictonutssoIcanthavetheFerrero



Rocher.

Mvelase:Isthatit?

Me:Ewetataenkosi.

Him:Awuzutya?

Me:Bendityilephambkokubandizetata

Henodsandgetssomefoodforhimandhis

driver.Wepayandleave.Mymindisstillrealing

onthegunissueIcantgetitoutofmymind.I

hopeIdontgetkilled.Myphonerings.Its

umama.

Me:Heymom.

Her:Nindawoninana?

Me:SigqithaeStuttngoku.Ingathsibheka

ngaseMonti.

Her:Ohokay.Utshoxanifika.

Me:Okaymylove.

Her:Loveyou



Me:Loveyoumost.

Her:Loveyoumostest.Mwa.

ShedropsthecallandImleftgigglingand

smilinglikeanidiot.

Whilegoingthroughmyphotos,itdawnsonme

thatmamaisnotgoingtobearoundforlong.I

hopeandpraythatuMakaziandOluhledont

makeherfeelalone.Myheartjustbreaksatthe

thoughtthatIfindmyselfsniffingwithtears

rollingdownmyface.Mymotherismywhole

world,frombeingmycaretakerandproviderto

mybestfriendandsister.Mvelasehandsmea

tissue.Imtooembarrassedtolookathim.

Him:Pleasedontcry.Asizukulimaza.Wewill

takecareofyouasourown.

Inodandcrysofter.IguessImjust

overwhelmedbythesepastfewdays.From

scholartomarriage.Icanthelpmytears



flowing.Idrinksomewatertocalmmyself

insteaditjustmakesmattersworsethatIfind

myselfunabletobreathe.Imgaspingforair

whichseemsoutofreach.ThelastthingI

rememberisMvelasesshockedexpressionand

thenitgoesdark.

[10/29,17:06]Wadz:£03

ImwokenupbyasoftshakeandIopenmy

eyes.Brown/hazeleyesarelookingatme.I

smileandhehelpsmeup.DrMvelasehas

beautifuleyes,howdidInotnotice?

Him:Areyouokay?

Inod

Me:ImsorryDrMvelase.

Hefrownsandshakeshisheadsmiling

Him:Youaretoomodestforyourowngood.

Areyouexperiencinganyheadache

Me:NoSir



Him:Doyouknowwhoyouare?

Me:Yes.NdinguThandokaziNqumbo.Theonly

daughterofThandiweandthelastbornof

MpumeleloNqumbo.

Hesmilesandnods

Him:Doyouknowwhereweare?

Me:uhm...

IlookaroundanditseemslikeweareinKing

WilliamsTown.

Me:LookslikeKing.

Hesmiles.

Him:Okayyoureokay.Ntombi(girl),Iknowthat

thisisallabittoomuchforyouandyoure

overwhelmed.ButIpromisethatmyfamilyand

Iwilltakecareofyoulikeourowndaughter.

Pleasestopstressingsomuch

Inodandbowmyhead.Imtooembarrassedto

lookhimintheeye.WeareparkednearKFC.



Him:Wearebuyingfood,whatwouldyoulike?

Andpleasedontsayno,thejourneyaheadis

stillfar.Letmefeedyou.

Igiggle.

Mee:Okay.Idlikedunkedwingsandanoreo

crusher.

Him:Qha(only)?Areyoucomingwith?

Ishakemyheadno.

Me:Ifitsokaywithyou,Idliketostayinthecar.

Henodsandleaves.Imleftwiththedriver.He

takesouthisphoneandcallssomeoneandI

justdozeoff.Imtired.

WhenIopenmyeyes,weareinEastLondon,

headingfortheairport.DrMvelaseisonthe

phone

Him:YoubetterbehomewhenIarrive

tomorrow...



Caller:....

Him:Melisizwe,mywordisfinal.

Hedropsthecallandletsoutasigh.Isitupand

drinkmywater.Mvelaseturnshishead

Him:Hereisyourfoodmakoti.

HehandsmetheKFCpackandIthankhimand

lookinside.Hesboughtme8dunkedwingsand

thecrusher.TheresalsoaburgerinsidebutI

dontthinkthatsmine.Ieatmywingsanddrink

insilence.MyphonebuzzesanditsMakazi.

Me:Mylove

Her:Mybaby.Uphi(whereyou)?

Me:LookslikeEastLondonairport.

Her:Oh?

Me:Yeah.Illcallyouxasesifikeendlini(when

wearriveatthehouse)

Her:Okay.Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoo.Bye.



Shehangsup.

ThecarcomestoastopandImdoneeating.Im

quitefullyhu.

Mvelase:Masehlenike.

Heopensmydoorandwegetout.Hethrows

awaytheKFCpackettogetherwiththeburger

andIgrabmypurseandfollowhim.Thedriver

offloadsourbagsandwegoin.Wegotothis

othersidewherewewalktotheplane.Imtoo

dumbstrucktospeak.DrMvelaseisholdingmy

handandwegetintheplane.Ithinkmymouth

justdrops.Itshugewithcouchesandtableson

eachside.

Mvelase:Closeyourmouth,flieswillgetin.

Ilaughandclosemymouth

Him:Firsttimeonaprivateplane?

Me:Firsttimeonaplane!



HechucklesatthewayIsayitandthedrive

comesinabitlater.Aladycomesoutand

greetsus.SheofferssomethingtodrinkandI

decline.Mvelasehassomewhiskeyandthe

driverhaswater.Theladybucklesmeinand

leaves.TheplanecomestolifeandImpetrified.

ImholdingontomyseatfordearlifeandIfeel

tearsontheirway.Imshakingprofuselyandmy

handsarestartingtohurtfromholdingtheseat

sotightly.

Driver:Relax.Justbreatheinandout.

Ismileathim.Hehasareallysexyvoiceand

beautifulsmile.Thebeardmakeshimeven

morehandsome.

Him:Qondikhaya.

Me:Thandokazi.

Hesmilesandnods.Helowershishatoverhis

faceandsleeps.Icantsleep.Imtooawaketo

sleep.



Mvelase:Vukanontombisesifikile.

Iopenmyeyesandheflasheshissmileatme.I

smileback.TheladyunbucklesmybeltandI

getup.Iwalkoutoftheplane,withmypursein

hand,andamwelcomedbycoldCapeTownair.

WhenIlookatmyphone,itspast1themorning.

WegetintothecarandQondiloadsmyluggage

inthecar.Mvelasedrivesusoutallthewayto

hishouse.ItsintheuppereastsideofCape

Town.Aswedrivethere,theviewofthebeach

isamazingasitsparklesinthemoonlight.Im

speechless.Thecarstopsinfrontofahuge

gateandthegateopens.Wearewelcomedbya

beautifuldoublestoryhomewithanivoryand

golddoor.

DrMvelaseopensupandwegoin.Heshows

metomyroomandIopenandgoin.Theroom

ishugewithakingsizedbed.WhenIwalkinto



thecloset,therearemaleclotheshangingon

thehangersandshoesontheoneside.Theres

aknockonmydoorandQondicomesinwith

myluggage.Ithankhimandopenonofthe

suitcases.Itakeoutmytoiletrybagandpack

mytoiletriesinthere.Thereisatoweltooand

mywashcloth.Isearchforpyjamasandthere

arentany.Justnightgowns.Very,verysexy

onesatthat .Hmmm...anyway,ipickthegrey

lacyoneandsilkgown.Iopenanotherbagand

myslippersareinthere.Igotothebathroom

whichisbigtooandshower.Aftermyshower,I

getdressedandcallmom.

Mama:(inasleepyvoice)

Hello

Me:Himamasesifikile.Sisekapa(Wehave

arrived.We'reinCapeTown)

Her:Haibo!Msinyakangaka(sosoon)?

Me:Ewentombisihambengeplane!(yesgirl.We

camewiththeplane)



Her:Haibo!Uthinaphakum?(really)

?:NguThandolowo(IsthatThando)?

Uthini(Whatisshesaying)?Baphi(Whereare

they)?

Mama:EweuthibaseKapabahambe

ngeplane.(shesaystheirinCapeTown.Thyleft

withtheplane)

Me:Banlowo?(whosthat)

Her:Thandiswa.

Me:Undibulisele.Mandilalesothethangomso.

Uyathandwandim.(Greetherfor.Imgoingto

sleepnow.Loveyou)

Her:Thandanamnana.Lalekakuhle.(Loveyou

too.Sleepwell)

Idropthecallandgetintobed.Isetmyalarm

onandtakeoutmychargerinmypurseand

chargemyphone.



ImwokenupbymyalarmandIgoshower.

AfterImdoneshowering,idontknowwhatto

wearsoIcallMakazi

Makazi:Baby

Me:Hey.Idontknowwhattowear.What

shouldIwear?

Her:Wearoneofthemaxidresseswithadoek

andpumps.Younustrespecttheirhomekaloku.

Me:Okay.Thankyou.

Idropthecallandtakeouttheoffshoulder

floralmaxidressandpumps.Isearchfora

doekandifindapurpleone.Itgoeswellwith

mydressandIwearit.Iwearmysilverstuds

andgocheckmyselfinthemirror.Nottoobad.

Imakethebedandgoout.Ilookaroundforthe

kitchenandIfindit.Theresaladyinhergown

hummingandswayingherhips.

Me:Molwenima(Goodmorningma)

Sheturnsandshescreamswhensheseesme.



IdontknowwhattomakeofthissoIstand

therefrozen.

Her:Yhuuuu!Awusemhle(Youresobeautiful)

izapha(comehere).

Shecomesoverandengulfsmeinahugs.She

holdsmycheeksandtearsrolldownherface.

Imjuststaringather,speechlessand

motionless.

Her:Oh.Sorry.ImMrsMvelase.Yourhusband

tobe'smother.

Ismileandnod

Me:ImThandokaziNqumbo.Yourfuture

daughterinlaw.

Her:Youreyes.Wow!!!Andthatdimple.Ooo

yougoingtomakealovelybride.

Me:Thankyou.Illtrymybest.

Her:whatareyoudoingupsoearly?

Me:Imheretomakehreakfastoranythingthat



needstobedone.

Shesmilesandtakesmyhand.Wemake

breakfasttogetherwhilewehaveafruitfulchat

andlaugh.

Her:Soyoure18?

Me:Yesma

Her:donewithgrade12?

Me:YesIhopeso.Justwaitingformymarks

Her:Sowhatdoyouwanttodonextyear?

Me:Uhmstudytobecominganauditor.

Her:Wow.Haveyouappliedatuniversities?

Me:Yesma.

Her:And?

Me:IwasacceptedatStellenbosch,CapeTown

andWits.ButIdonthavethefundssoIwas

goingtoattendatWSUinWhittlesea.

Her:mmm..butnowsinceuSizwemadeadeal



withyourfather,he'llpayforyourstudiesand

youcango.

Me:IhopeIhavegoodenoughmarksthough.

Shesmilesandpinchesmycheek.Shewalks

outofthekitchenandImleftsettingupatthe

table.

Ayoungladywearingpyjamaswalksin.Her

hairinadoekandherhandsfondlingherphone

sheseesmeandfreezes

Her:Hi.

Me:Hello.

Her:Thandokazi?

Ismileandnod

Her:Suzukiwe.

Me:pleasedtomeetyou.

Her:Likewise.Yousopretty.



Me:Thankyou.Wouldyoulikesomefood?

Shesaysnothingandjuststaresatme.Ifeelso

awkwardsoIjuststandthereinsilence.

Her:Mybrotherisoneluckymotherfucker.

Sheturnsandleaves.Aaaah...thatwasweird.
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Anothergirlcomesdownstairs,wearingabig

shirtandshortswithsneakers.IwishIwasher.

Herhairistiedinabun

Her:HeyThando.ImSazikazi.

Ismileandshecomesandgivesmeahug

Her:yousmellsogood.

Me:Youresopretty.

Sheblushesandgiggles.Shelooksmeinmy

eyesandsmiles

Her:Wow!Youreyesareheavenly.

Iblushandlookaway.



Shesitsandtellsmeaboutherself.Shes16,

doinggrade10.Shelovesdrawingandsinging.

Her:Thatsprettymuchit.You?

Me:Uhm..well,Im18.Justfinishedmymatric,

Imanultimatebookwormandthatsaboutitso

far.

Webothgiggle.DrandMrsMvelasecome

down

Dr:GoodmorningThando.

Me:GoodmorningSir.

Isaylookingdown.Thepresenceofthisman

makesmeallsweatyandfuzzy.Idontlikeit.He

intimidatesmeespeciallynowthatIknowhe

hasagun.Ayounggirlcomesintoowiththem

Her:HelloThando.

Me:Hello.

Seemslikeeveryonealreadyknowsmeinthis

houseandImnotsurehowIfeelaboutthat.



Her:ImSimthandile.AndIm4.

ShegivesmeahugandIhugherback.Shesso

warm.

Her:Youresopretty.

Me:Justlikeyou.

Shegigglesandweallgotothetabletobe

seated.MamaisadamantthatIsitandeat.

Thereisconversationaroundthetable,wellits

mostlySimthandiletalkingwithherSizwe.

Sizwe:Love,whenaretheboyscoming?

Her:Lunchtime.Andnoyounotgoingtowork

mybaby.

Hepouts.Andshekisseshimonthelips

Sim:Euw!

Sazi:Wehaveaguest

Suzi:Havesomerespectforthepoorgirlseyes!

Ijustgiggleandsodoesumama.



Afterbreakfast,Iclearupandoffertowash

dishes.SazihelpsmeandSuzisweeps.Weall

cleanthehouseandthenwestartonlunch.

Suzigoestothemothersroomupstairsand

comesbackwithacardandcarkeys

Suzi:Letsgopickupthemeatandafewthings

atthemall.

Inodgettingup,wewalktothegarage.When

thedooropens,mymouthdrops.Somanycars!

Thereslike15ifImnotmistaken.Imnotacar

fanaticsoIcantnamethem.

Me:Woaw!

SaziandSuzilaugh.

Suziopensabigonethatlookslikea4x4and

weleaveforthemall.Thedriveisshorttothe

butcherytopickupmeatandthenthemall.We

gotoCheckerstogetwineandsnacks.Then

wakaberryandgetfrozenyoghurt.Imnotused



toitsoIgetvanillaandputinalotofdifferent

chocolatepiecesandgummyworms.Sim

laughsandgetsthesame.Shestoocute.Then

wegohome.Saziispesteringmetoshowher

myhair.Itakethedoekoffinthecarandshe

gasps

Her:Azintle(yourhairissobeautiful).

Ilaugh

Me:Mxmhamba!

Ifixmyhairandgoinside.Wemarinateand

spicethemeatbecausetheguysaregoingto

braai.Wemakesaladsandsetupforthebraai.

TatauSizwetellsSuzitogopickupbeersatthe

liquorstore.Whenshesgone,igotomyroom

andfreshenup.ThedooropenswhileImre-

doingmydoekandagodessofanAfrican

brotherwalksin.Hesmuscularandlooks

deliciousinrippedjeansandanavytshirt.His

hairisinanicecutandthoselipstodiefor.I



dontlookforlong.

Him:Ohsorry.

Fuckhisvoice!Adefinatepanty-dropper.Its

niceanddeepandIcouldjustgetlostinit.

Me:Noproblem.Illbeoutofyourwaysoon.

Him:uhm,HiImMelisizwe

Me:Thandokazi.

Istretchoutmyhandandgivehimafirm

handshake.Hiseyesarethisgorgeoushazel

brownandforasecond,Imlostinthem.ButI

quicklyrecovermyself,flashhimmydazzling

smileandwalkout.

~Melisizwe~

Wow!NeverinmyentireexistancehaveIseena

creaturesomarvellous.Imean,Yonelamhle

nhe?ButuThandokazi?Uyanyisa!Ifindmyself

smilingatthedoor.Icantbelieveshe'llbemy



wifesoon.Iwonderwhatshewasdoinginmy

room?IgotomyclosetandIfindherbagsin

there.Uh?Wasshesleepinginhere?Why?I

changeintojeanshorts,navyandwhiteteeand

navyloafers.Igotoupstairsinsearchofmy

parents.Iknockontheirdoorandnosound.

Theymustbeatitagain.Honestly,thosetwo

justcantgetenoughofeachotheritsnasty

really.Butke,itshowIfeelaboutYonelamy

girlfriend.We'vebeentogetherfor5months

anditsbeenthebest5monthsofmylife.

Ohyeah,mxmeish.ImMelisizweMvelasethe

lastsonof4.Im30yearsoldandImabusiness

mogul.Idontknowhowtointroducemyself

wethusothatsthebasics.Anyway,abouttwo

weeksback,dadtoldmeImgettingmarried.I

wasshockedbecauseIwastheonlyonewhod

beinanarrangedmarriage.Allmybrothers

weremarriedoutoflove,sowhywasIbeing

punished?ItoldYonelaandofcourseshewas



pissed,butIpromisedtotakeherasasecond

wifeafterbecausehonestlyspeaking,she

mademefeelloveandsospecial.Sheis23and

isaPAtosomefashiondesigner.

WhydidIagreetoallthismadness?Togain

65%ofsharesinmydadsbiggestcompanyin

Africa.Idohaveotherbusinessesontheside,

butnothingthisbig.Ihavealotofvisionforthe

companyandbybeingtheCEOIwillmake

thosevisionsareality.

Backtothenow,Iknockagainandstillno

answerbutIcanhearasoft"Sizwe,baby...".Oh

euuuuuw!Fuck.Myparentsarelikerabbits;

alwaysontopofeachother.Itsgross.No,

disgusting.

Ipassandgototheendofthehallandknock

onthedoor.IhearasoftcomeinandIgoin.

Simishaving"tea"withhertoys.Shebeams

whensheseesme.



Her:HelloBaby!

Ilaughandpickherupandspinheraround.She

gigglessosweetly,Icanfeelmyheartmelt.

Me:Helloprincess.

Her:Bhuti,didyoumissme?

Me:Alot.

Her:Thenwhydontyoucomehomeanymore?

ItsalmostacryandIcanfeelmyheartclench

atthesoundofthat.

Me:Workmylove.ButIllcomeseeyoumore

often.

Shesmilesandkissesmycheek.

Me:Wanagogetsomejuice?

ShenodsandgesturesIshouldputherdown.I

doandshegetshershoes

Her:BhutididyouseeThando?

Me:Yeah



Her:Mommysaysthatyoutwoaregetting

married?

Me:Yeahweare.

Shegigglessomuch

Her:Imhappyforyou.Shesniceandverypretty.

Ilikeher.

Ismile.Imspeechless.Ipickherupandcarry

herdownstairs.Downthepassage,dadcomes

outoftheirroomzippinguphispantswiths

hugefuckinggrinonhisface.Hesshocked

whenheseesme.

Him:Nyanawamwolahleko(mylostson)

Ilaughandgreethim.IgoinforahugandI

instantlyregretit.Myfatherreaksofsex.

Me:Ihopeyounotgoingdownstairssmelling

likethis.

Him:(smellinghimself)likewhat?

IlookatSimandgesturesexwithmyhand.He



burstsoutlaughing.

Him:Thatbad?

Icovermynosewithmyhand.Helightly

punchesmeonthearmandIlaugh.

Me:Hima!Bye,ma!

Her:Heywena...

Iwalkawaywithhershoutingandgo

downstairs.

Naledi(50),ismymothersname.Shehadus

boyswhenshewasquiteyoung.Shehadmy

brother,Langa(36)whenshewas14andthe

twins,KamvaandKhanya(34)twoyearslater.

Sheandmyfather,Sizwe(56)havebeen

togethersinceday1thatshowmuchtheylove

eachother.Iadmirethewaytheycareandlove

eachotherandcanonlyhopethatoneday,Ill

havethesamekindoflove.Myparentsadopted

Simafyershewasleftbyhermotheratthe



hospitalinherward.Simisspoiltrottenby

everyoneinthefamilybutmostlyme.

Mybrothershavearrivedwithonlytheirwives.

Mybrothershavetheirownbusinessesand

wantnothingtodowithdads.Theyareinvested

intothemusicandmarketingbusinesswhileIm

aconstructionguru.

Langa:Mntakama?

Me:Molobhuti.

Hegivesmeahugandkissonthecheekand

sodothetwins.

Kamva:Howareyou?

Me:Imgettingthereslowlybutsurely.

See,acoupleofyearsagoIwasdiagnosedwith

depressionandasaresultitledtomebeingthe

ultimatefuckboyandworkaholic.Itwasadark

placeinmylifethatYonelapulledmeoutof.



Khanya:Akasemhleumakoti.

Ilaughandlookaway.

Atthedinnertable,ImseatedacrossThando.

Yhowazewamuhkeummtu.Icantbelieveshes

18.Fuck.Immarryingateenager.Idontknow

howtofeelaboutthis.

Her:(whispering)takeapic.Itlastslonger

Me:(whispering)trustmeImtemptedto.

Her:Whatsstoppingyou?

BeforeIcanreply,mamaaskswhatwe

whisperingabout.Thandoblushesandlooks

awaywhileijuststareatmyplate.Seemslike

littlemamihasamouthonher.
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~Thandokazi~

WeeatandImintroducedtoMelisizweandhis

brothers.Theyareallnicetomeespeciallythe



wives.IlikeSiphenathi,BhutLanga'swife.Shes

likemymother.Softwarmandbeautiful.Wein

thekitchencleaningup

Her:Areyouexcited?

Me:Notreallyno.Unlikeyou,Immarryinga

stranger.Atleastyougottochooseyourhubby

Her:True.ButMelisizweissuchagentlesoul

andfulloflove,you'llbetakencareof.

Me:Ihopeso.

Her:Andbesides,youcancallmeandvisitme

anytimeyouwant.Whereareyourparents?

Me:Mydaddiedandmomisathome.

Her:Oh.Nosiblings?

DoIcountmyfatherskidswhowantnothingto

dowithmeornot?

Me:uhm,notreally.

Her:Whatdoyoumean?

BeforeIcanspeak,BhutLangawalksinand



kissesher.Ilookawayembarrassed.Really?I

carryonwipingdishesandclearingup.

Melisizwewalksinandsitsonthehighchair

nearthekitchencounter.IfinishupandwhenI

lookup,theresaflash.Ithimtakingapicofme.

Me:Haibo!Andthen?

Him:Yougavemethegoaheadremember?

Igiggleandwalkaway.

ImseatedinSimsroompaintinghernails,when

oneofthetwinswalkinandsitsnexttome.

Him:Hey

Me:Hello.

Sim:BhutKamva,uphiuRoro(wheresRoro)

Him:Shesathomebaby.

Her:Whydidntyoubringher?

Him:Shewassleeping.



Her:Nexttimewillyoubringher?

Him:Definatelybaby.

Ifinishpaintinghernailsandhertoenailstoo.

Theyarebrightpink.

Kamvajustsitsbesidemeandsaysnothing

andsodoI.Idontknowwhetheritsawkwardor

whatbutImbeginningtofeeluncomfortable.

Hefinallyspeaks

Him:Whyareyoumarryingmybrother?

Me:Becauseitssomethingmyfatherandyour

fatheragreeduponbeforeIcouldevenwalk.

Him:Sothisisarranged?

Me:Yes

Him:Andyouhavenosay?

Me:Nope.

Him:Doyouwanttodoit?

Me:Ihavenochoice.



Him:Weallofchoicesinlife.

Me:YesIknow.AndImchoosingnottodisobey

myparents.

Henods

Him:Ihopeyoutwofindlovewitheachother

Isaynothing.WhatcanIsay?

Him:Goodbye.Seeyounextweekend

Me:Bye.Enjoyyourweek.

HekissesandticklesSimandthenwalksoff.

~Melisizwe~

AftertakingapicofThando,Igoupstairstomy

fathersstudy.Ifindhimtheresittinginhisdesk.

Me:Canwetalk?

Him:Yeah,whatswrong?

Me:Icantdoit.

Him:Notthisagain



Hehuffsandclosesthefileinfrontofhim.I

walkcloserandsitonthechairinfrontofhim

Me:Tatashesateenager.Ummtwana?Doyou

realiseubandimshiyange12yearsyonke?

Him:argageisjustanumberMelisizwe.

Besides,Itoldyouthisyearsago.Youknow

whatsatstakeheresopleasedontletmedown.

Me:ButwhataboutYonelatata?

Him:Youcantakeherasasecondwife...

Ismile

Him:After6months

Me:What?!Solong?

Him:Takeitorleaveit.NowgetoutIwantto

getworkdonebeforeyourmothercomesin.

Withthatbeingsaid,Iwalkout.Myphonerings

andYonelaspicflashesonmyscreen.Ismile

andanswer

Me:Babywam



Shegiggles

Her:Hilove.Howsitgoing?

Me:Okay.Iguess

Her:Whatswrong?ComehomeImissyou.

Ismile

Me:Icant.IpromisedmomthatIdsleephere

tonight.ButIpromiseImallyourstomorrow.

Shesighs

Her:Okaythen.Isshethere?

Me:Noshe'llcometomorrowmidday.

Imlyingthroughmyteeth.Why?Ialsodont

know.

Her:Okaythen.Loveyou.

Me:Loveyoutoobye.

Shedropsthecall.

Downstairs,mybrothersarepreparingtoleave.



Wewavethemoffandtheyleave.Momand

Thandoarepreparinglightdinner.

Me:AnythingIcanhelpwith?

Mom:Yeah.Dicethepotatoes.

Ilookather.What?Dadshoutsformom

upstairsandsheleavesmeandThandoalone.

Thandocomesaroundandhelpsmepeelthe

potatoes.Idontknowwhattosaytoher.

Luckilyherphoneringsandshepicksitup.She

doesntleave.

Her:Heylove...

Love?Boyfriend?Phambkwam(infrontofme)?

Heee!

Caller:....

Her:Yesgirl.Hessittingrightnexttome.

Caller:....

Her:Nonotyet.AndIdontthinkso.

Caller:...



Sheletsoutabeautifulsound.Herlaugh.Gosh

thisgirlisjustbeautiful.

Her:Loveyoutoo.Bye

Shehangsup.

Me:Boyfriend?

Thewordsjustslipoutofmymouth.Fuck!

Her:No.Myaunt.

Ifeelsostupidnow.Igetupandleave.

~Thandokazi~

Wesitaroundthedinnertableandeat.

EveryoneistalkingcarefreeandImjustquiet.

Mymindisbackhomewithmymothernothere.

IhopeshesdoingokaybecauseIknowshes

not100%happyaboutallofthisbutlikeme,

sheshonouringmyfatherswishes.My

thoughtsaredisturbedbylittleSim

Her:Thando...



Ilookupandshesmiles.Ismileback.

Me:Yesangel?

Her:Whyareyoureyesgreen?

Me:Becausemymomseyesarealsogreen.

Her:Oh.AreyousleepingimBhutisroomagain

tonight?

Again?IlookatMelisizwe.Idontknowwhatto

say.

Me:Idontknowlove.

Her:Oh.

Me:Why?

Her:CauseIwantedtocomesleepwithyou.

Me:Youcancome.

MelisizwefrownsandIwanttolaugh.Ifhes

expectingtocrackopenthecookiejar,thenhe

hasanotherthingcoming.

Melisizwe:Thenwherewillisleep?



Ishrugandexcusemyselffromthetable.Iget

upandgototheroomandcallmymother.After

thethirdring,shepicksup

Her:Hibaby

Me:Himama,unjani?Howareyoufeeling?

Her:Iveseenbetterdays.Anyway,Imhappyto

announcethatilobolasowuyibhatalelwe(lobola

hasbeenpaid).40cowslove

Me:Oh!Somuch?

Her:ewekaloku.Tshini!

Ilaugh

Me:Imissyou

Her:Metoomybaby.Aretheystilltreatingyou

right?

Me:Yeah

Her:Good.Nextweekkewillbeyourtraditional

wedding.Illseeyouthen.

Me:Promise?



Her:Promise

Me:Okaythen.Seeyouthen.Loveyou.

Her:Loveyoutoo.

Ihangupandijustlayonthebed,lookingatthe

ceiling.Everythingismovingtoofastformy

likingandworstofall,ihavenocontroloverit.

MelisizwewalksinasIstepoutofthe

bathroom

Him:Mamaislookingforyou.

Me:Berightthere.

Him:Youokay?

Ismileandnod.

Heturnsandleaves.Igobacktothedinner

tableandsit.

Naledi:Areyouokay?

Me:Ewema.



Ismileandcleartheplates.Iwashthedishes

withSuziwhosaysnothingexceptforstealing

glances.Itsveryuncomfortable.Shefinally

speaks

Her:Whydidyouagreetomarrymybrother?

Me:Ididnt.Myfatherdid.

Her:Younotgoingtoevenfightit?

Me:No.

Sheshakesherheadandleavesthedisheshalf

done.Whatisherproblemwithme?Ifinishup

inthekitchenandgototheroom.Iopenthe

doortofindMelisizweshirtlessandonthe

phone.Fuck!IgawkforafewsecondsbeforeI

enterandgotothecloset.Itakeoutmytoiletry

bagandheadfortheshower.Ishowerandget

dressedinmynightieandgown.Iwearmy

slippersandletmyhairdown.Ineedtocombit.

IgooutandMelisizweiswearinghispj

bottoms.Hehangstheminsuchawaythatit

makesmyclitthrobwithlust.Mmmdamn!Isay



nothingandgotothefulllengthmirror.His

roomiscoveredinasoft,blackcarpetandi

loveit.Isitonthefloorandcombmyhair.Its

toolong.MondayIllhavetogetitplaitedyhu!I

canfeelMelisizweseyesonmebutIwontsay

anything.

Him:Youhavenicehair

Iturnandsmileathim

Me:Thankyou.

Him:SoisSimstillsleepingwithus?

Me:Ifshestillwantsto.

OncuethedooropensandlittleSimandNaledi

walkin.

Naledi:Yhuinweleezingaka(somuchhair)!

IblushandSimcomesandsitsonmylap.

Naledi:Icametosaygoodnight.Simiza

masambe.

Simpouts



Her:MommysaysIcansleephertomorrow

Ismileandkissheronthecheek

Me:Okay.GoodnightMa,nilalekamnand(sleep

well).

AfterNalediandSimleave,MelisizweandIget

intobed.Wesitupandhelooksatme

Him:Sotellmeaboutyourself

Me:Whatdoyouwanttoknow?

Him:Yoursubjectsatschool

Ilaugh

Me:Okay.Uhm,Physics,Business,Accounting,

Biology,Maths,IsiXhosa,English,L.Oandthen

Afrikaansontheside.

Him:9subjects? isthatallowed?

Me:IdontknowbutIdid.

Him:Why?



Me:uhm,Idontknow.

Him:Andyoucoped?

Me:Yeah.

Him:Soyoursmart?

Me:Kindof.

Him:Andyourboyfriend?

Me:Donthaveone

Heliftshisleftbrowasiftosayhedoesnt

believeme.

Me:You?

Him:No.Neverhadaboyfriend.

HesmilesandIlaugh.Ipushhimonthe

shoulder

Me:Noman!Imeantdoyouhaveagirlfriend?

Him:Yeah.

Me:Oh.

Ikeepquietforabit.



Me:Thenwhydidyouagreetothis?

Him:Ihadnochoice.

Inodandsaynothing.

Him:Soyouveneverhadaboyfriend?

Me:Idid.Butthatwastwoyearsago.

Henodsandgoesquiet.

Him:Soyouvehadsexbefore?

Imstunned.Didhejustaskmethat?
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~Melisizwe~

DidIjustaskthat?YhoshesgoingtothinkI

wantsome.

Me:Uhm...youdonthavetoanswerthat.Sorry

Shegiggles

Her:No.Iveneverhadsex.Well,penetration.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?



Her:Ivehadoralonly.

Shesaysthatwithastraightface.Nogiggles.I

chucklecauseIcantbelieveit.Shelookstoo

innocent.Butke,astheysay,itsalwaysthe

innocentonesthatyoudontsuspect.

Her:Imnotgoingtoaskyoucauseisobvious.

Me:Meaning?

Her:Yourwholepersonaoozessexso...

Imshocked.Idontknowwhattosay.

Her:ImsorryifIveoffendedyou.

Me:Notatall.Butyouvesuprisedmethough.

Her:Howso?

Me:Yourhonesty.Itssorefreshing

Her:Thatsmeforyou.Idprefertobehonest

andletyoudecidethancomfortyouwithlies

onlytohurtyouintheend.Becauseeventually,

allthatishidden,shallberevealed.Always!

ShesmilesatmeandImawedbythiswoman.



Shesnogirl.Shesawoman.

Her:WellIshouldgetsomesleep.Goodnight.

Me:Goodnight.

Shegetsinbedandsleeps.

Inthemorning,Iwakeuphopingtofindher

nexttomebutinsteadIwakeuptofindher

standinginfrontofthemirror,inherunderwear.

Alacynumberatthat!Yeeeeeeeeeeeer!!Ican

feelmybestfriendstanding,readytoexplode

insidesomeone.Iclearmythroatandshe

jumps

Her:Hi.Sorry,Illgetdressednownow.

Me:Itsokay.

SheturnsandIhaveafulldisplayofherbehind

anddamnitssofuckableandjuicy.Itsfirmand

upright.Fuckmypenisisbeginningtothrobin

mypants.Igetupandwalkaroundtothe

bathroom.Sheturnsandseesme.Shescreams.



Her:OhmyGoodness.

Andcloseshereyes.Ilaughoutloud.

Me:Sorry.

Shestillcloseshereyesandgoestothemirror.

Iclosethedoorofthebathroomanddecideto

takeacoldshowertoletitfall.Iwontjerkoff

never!Well...notwhileshesstillhere.AfterIm

doneshowering,Igooutwithatowelwrapped

aroundmywaistandluckilyshesnotthere.I

takemyphoneandcallmylove

Her:Hibaby

Me:Morningmylove.Sleepwell?

Her:Yesbabeandyou?

Me:No.

Her:Whatswrong?

Me:Immissingyouandyourbody.

Shegiggles

Her:Metoo.Youcomingtonight?



Me:Ofcourse.Ihavetobewithmynumber1.

Justthen,Thandowalksin,inadressthat

showsoffhercurvesandofcourseherhairis

covered.Shelooksyummy.

Her:Uhm,breakfastisready.

Me:Betherenow.

SheturnstoleaveandIcontinueonthephone

Me:Gottago.Iloveyou

Her:Iloveyoutoo.Cantwaitfortonight.

Ilaughandhangup.

~Thando~

YhoMelisizweisonefinespecimenofaman.I

walkedinonhimonthephoneandhewas

shirtlessstill.Thosemusclesandabshaveme

weakintheknees.Butunfortunately,hestaken

andhemadethatveryclearwhenhetoldhis

girlfriendhelovesheroverthephone.Didithurt



me?No.AmIangry?Notatall.ButIamfeeling

sometypeofwayandIcantexplainit.After

thatphonecall,mymoodimmediately

dampened.IshouldntbefeelingthiswaybutI

do.Iwalkbacktothediningroomandsitnext

toSazioppositeSim.Idontwanttobenear

Melisizweatall.Hecomesindressedinall

blackandsitsnexttoSimandSuzi.DrMvelase

saysgraceandwedigin.Iminnomoodtochat

soIeatandonlytalktoSim

Her:Yougoingtocomeplaywithmenhe?

Me:Ofcourseangel.Anythingforyou.Butafter

Ihelpwithlunch.

MelisizwekeepsstealinglookskywaybutImin

nomoodtoevenspeaktohim.

Naledi:Thando,love?

Me:Ma?

Her:Youcanresttoday.Illcooklunch.

Ismileatherandsaythankyou.Simclapsher



hands.

AfterbreakfastwegoupstairstoSim'sroom.

ItsverypinkandveryfluffyIloveit.Saziishere

too

Sazi:Canyoudrive?

Ilookatherandnod.

Her:Havealicense

Me:Yeahwhy?

Her:CauseIwanttogotothemallbutthey

dontwanttotakeme.Willyou?

Me:Idonthaveacarnjeandbesides,I

promisedSimillplaywithhertoday.

Sazipoutsandsulks.Thedooropensand

Melisizwecomesin.Iminstantlyannoyedbyhis

presence.Whatthefuckishappeningnam?I

dontlikethisfeelingatall.

Him:Thando,canItalktoyouplease?



Inod.

Him:Outside.

IexcusemyselfandpromiseSimIllbeback.

Sazialsocomesoutandgoestoherparents

room,practicallyintears.

Me:Yes?

Sizwe:Imgoingbacktoday.

Me:Back?

Him:YeahIstayinSummerstrandnear

Stellenbosch.SoImgoingbacktodaybutIll

comebackonFriday.

Me:Okay

Him:Wouldyoulikeanything?

Me:Like?

Him:Idontknow?Jewellery?Chocolates?

Me:NoImgood.Thanx.

Him:Alrightthen,bye.



Me:Bye.

Weshareahug,hesobviouslytallerthanme,

butthewayheholdsmeisenoughtomakeme

weakattheknees.Hesmellsdivineandhis

bodyiswarm.Ibreakthehugandhepecksmy

cheek.Iwalkhimoutsidetohiscarandwave

himoff.Igobackinandeveryoneislookingat

me.IwalkpastandgoupstairstoSimsroom

wherewecontinueplayingdoll.

¤Aweeklater¤

ItsFriday.Thedaybeforethetraditional

weddingandmystomachisinknots.Im

nervousabouttomorrowanditdoesnthelpthat

Melisizwehasntarrivedyet.Andnotoncedid

hecallthisweek,idontevenknowwhyiwas

expectinghimto.Hehassomeonethathe

lovesandthatisnotme.Theresaknockonmy

dooranditsmyauntandmom.Ipractically

jumpintheirarmsImsoexcited.Makaziis



holdingasuitbagandabox.Mamaisholding

twoboxesandshessoskinny.Icanseeher

veins,itsscary.

Me:Hi.

Mama:Awusemhle.Eventhough,youvelost

weight.

Irollmyeyes

Me:Ididnotloseweightqhawenajustadmit

youmissedme.

Her:Alot.

ShehugsandkissesmeandsodoesMakazi.

Makazi:Haveyoudoneyourhairyet?

Shesayswhileremovingmydoek.Ishakemy

headno.Sherollshereyesandcallssomeone.

MamaandIcatchupnjewethuandlaughhere

andthere.Aladywalksintheroomanddoes

myhair.Sheputsinabrazilianweavethatfalls

tomybackandcurlsit.Itssobeautifulonmy

headbutitdoesntmatterbecauseImgoingto



havetowrapupsoon.Thereisululatingoutside

myroomandiwrapmyheadandgoout.There

issingingandImleadallthewayouttothe

loungewhereImfocredtositon

umkhukhu(smallgrassmat)withMelisizwe.I

wonderwhenhegothere.Hesmellsof

womansperfumeanditsnotmineoranyofhis

siters.Mustbethegirlfriends.Theelderstalkto

usandthenImforcedtoeatutsiki,Idoand

thentheladiesswoopmeupandtakemetothe

room.Wheretheysinganddanceandwe

celebratethisday.

ThenextmorningIwakeupearlyandshower.

WhenIgobacktotheroom,mamaandMaki

arealsothere.Dressedtokillbaba.Makidoes

mymakeupandhairwhileumamagetsme

dressedintoabeautifulorangetraditionaldress.

Ithugsmybodyinalltherightwaysandits

strapless.Isitandshedoesmydoek.Ilook

breathtaking.Iputonearringsandatraditional



necklace.Mamahandsmeblackstilettosanda

blackwatch.Imsopretty.Shegivesmean

orangecloththatIneedtowraparoundmy

shoulders.Thereissingingandululating

outsidemydoorandmamainstructsmeto

lookdownasIwalkout.WhenIwalkout,

moneyisthrownonmeandtheysingeven

louder.Wegetintothecaranddrivetoa

townshipwherethereisahugetent.Igetoutof

thecarwiththisotherladysweepinginfrontof

me.Imsmilingsomuch,IcantbelieveIm

gettingmarried.Itwouldvebeenmorejoyousif

itwaswiththemanIloved.Sigh.
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~Melisizwe~

Bythesoundoftheululatingandsinging

outside,IcantellthatThandoishere.Im

dressedinbabybluechinosandashirtthatis

babyblueandorangebutinatraditionalprint.I

feelhellagood.Thismorningdadyelledatme



forsmellinglikeYonelayesterday.AndImsure

ifdadsmelled,thenThandosmelledmetoo.To

behonest,ifeelbadandIwanttoapologiseto

her.Iwonderifshe'llacceptmyapology.She

comesinandIstopbreathingforasecond.She

looksmagnificentandinthatmomentIfeel

luckytobemarryingher.ButthenIrecover

myself,whenIseeYonelaseatedintheback

seatlookingallsortsofsexy.Sheswearinga

shortdressandheels.Imdroolingforher.I

dragmyeyesawayfromherandlookat

Thando.Shecomestostandbeforeme.The

pastorblessesourmarriageandIslipmyring

onher.Itsabeautifuldiamondringandshe

slipsonaplainblackbandonme.Thereis

muchsinginganddancing.WeeatbutThando

eatsverylittle.

Me:Areyouokay?

Shelooksatmewithsuchhateandnods.Idont

knowwhatIcansaytomakeherbetter.



Her:Isthather?

ShegesturesnearYonela.

Me:Yeah

Shenodsandsaysnothing.Insteadsheasks

mysistertotakeherinthehouse.Imdefeated.

ThefestivitiescontinueintothenightandIhave

notseenThandosince.Shedisappearedinthe

houseanddidntcomeoutagain.Ifeelguilty

andbad.IguessinvitingYonelawasabadidea.

Yonelacomestothetableandsitsbesideme

Her:Hey.Whatswrong?

Me:Nothingwhy?

Her:Youdontlooktoohappyforsomeone

whosjustgotmarried.

Ijustglareatherandsaynothing

Her:Where'syourbride?

Ishrug



Her:Well,ifyoudontfeelbetterlater,youcan

cometomyroomandIllmakeyoufeelbetter.

Ismileatherandnod.Shebrushesmyhand

andgetsupandleaves.

Around9Igobackhomeandfindherinbed

soundasleep.IguessIvehurthermorethanI

thought.Ilightlyshakeher

Her:Hmm?

Me:Canwetalk?

Sheopenshereyesandsitsup

Her:Yes?

Me:Youdontlookokay.

Her:Imnot.

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:Igetyoudontloveme,IdoandI

understand.Buttoinviteyourgirltoour

weddingandlookathertheentiretimeIcame

downtheisle,wasjustdisrespectfulandcold.



Atearescapeshereye.

Her:Youknow,justletmesleepbeforeIsay

somethingIwontregret.

Withthatbeingsaidsheturnsoverandsleeps.

No,shecries.ImfrozenIdontknowwhattosay.

ButIwontapologiseforlovingYonela.Thats

onethingIrefusetodo.Iturnandleave.

~Thando~

IfeelthedoorclosebehindmeandIknowhes

gonetoher.Sigh.Igetupandgowashmyface

inthesink.Thisisgoingtobeonelong

marriageandamiserableoneatthat.Thedoor

opensandclosesagainandIgoout.Ifindhim

standingnearthebedholdingtwocups.Whyis

hehere?Ijustfreezeandlookathim.Idont

knowwhattosay.

Him:Imsorryfordisrespectingyou.

Inodandgoin



Him:Arentyougoingtosayanything?

Me:Like?

Him:Idontknow.Justdontbemadatme

Me:Imnot

Him:AndImsorryformakingyoucry.

Me:Itsokay.

Hesitsdownandpassesmeacup.Ilookinside

andseeitshotchocolate.

Me:ohyum.Chocolate.

Him:Makesanyheartmelt.

Igiggleandsiponmycup.

Me:Didyoubuytherings?

Henods

Me:Wasyourgirlfriendwithyou?

Him:No.Justmeanddad.

Me:Oh.



Hescootsclosertomeandputshisarm

aroundmeandsighs.Weirdly,Idontfeel

uncomfortable.

Him:Sowe'remarried?

Me:Husbandandwife.

Webothlaughandthensitinsilence.

Me:Shesverybeautifulthough.Youlookcute

together

Him:Whendidyouseeustogether?

Me:Whenshecametoourtabletotalktoyou.

WiththatbeingsaidIstandupandgetintobed.

IcanhearhimsighandIjustclosemyeyes.

WhenIopenmyeyes,ifindhimwrapped

aroundmelikesilk.NowonderIwasgettinghot.

Ilookathimandhessobeautiful.Hedbemore

amazingifhehadabeardthough.Ilookathis

lipsandhislonglashes.Damn!Heshoteven



whenhesleep.IlookdownandIseehesnot

wearingashirt,onlypjpants.Why?Andwhyis

hewrappedaroundme?Idonthavetimeto

dwellmoreonthethoughtasIhaveapressing

needtopee.Ikisshimonthecheekandhis

faceissosoft.Iwonderhowitwouldfeelon

mytongue.Woah!Wheredidthatthoughtcome

from?AsmilecurvesonhislipsandIm

instantlyshy.Imovefromhimbutheholdsme

tighter.Hemovesandgetsontopofme.He

openshiseyesandsmilesatme

Him:Morning

Me:Hello.

Hemoveshislipsclosertomeandkissesme.

Hislipsaredeliciouslysoftandwarmandso

filledwithpassion.Hiskissesarefilledwith

praiseandanapology.Afterawhile,hepulls

awayandIcanfeelhis,uhm,eish,penispoking

me.

Me:AsmuchasIlikeyoustaringinmyeyes,I



reallyneedthebathroom.

Hechucklesandrollsover.Igetupandrunto

thebathroom.

WhilstIminthereIshowerandMelisizwewalks

in.Fuck!ThankGodhisshowerdoorsaretinted

butstillhecanseetheshapeofmybodyfrom

theoutside.

Me:Melisizwe

Him:Yes?

Icanhearhimpeeing

Me:Pleasepassmeatowel.

Him:Nojustcomeout.

Me:No.Immightslipandfallandbesides,I

dontwanttogetthefloorwet.

Hefinishespeeingandflushes.Hegetsamat

andputsitnearthedoor.Andthenstandsthere.

Iopenthedoorandonlypokemyheadout.



Me:Towelplease?

Heshakeshisheadno.Helooksamused

Him:SoonerorlaterI'llhavetoseeyournaked

bodywifeysoIsuggestsooner

Me:No!Youveseenmeinmyundiesandthats

aboutit.

Him:HaikesuityourselfcauseImnotgoingout.

Infact...

HeattempttopullhispyjamapantsdownbutI

stophim

Me:No!Pleaseitstooearlytobetraumatised.

Heletsoutahugelaugh.Infact,hecracksup.I

usetheopportunitytoquicklygetoutandrunto

thetowelrack.Butitstoolatecausehegrabs

myarmandpullsmetohim.

Him:Youhaveabangingbody.

Iblushawayandcovermymomowithmyhand

andtheothermybreasts.



Me:Stopstaringatallthisyoungmeatinfront

ofyou.

Hechucklesandigrabatowelandwrapmyself

init.Igooutandhegoesintotheshower.I

lotionandgetdressedinmymakotiattireand

whenIlookatthetimeitspast5.Thank

Goodness.Icombmyhairandhecomesout

wrappedinatowel.

Hecomesovertomeandhekissesme.Our

kissisfilledwithlovebutIpullaway.Hehasa

girlfriend

Him:Yourlipsaresosoftandjuicy.

Me:Iknow.

Hesmilesandpecksme,leavingmewanting

more.ButkeIhavetorememberhesnotmine.I

turnandfacethemirrorandwrapnyhead.I

makethebedandthenheadforthedoorbut

Melisizwestopsme.

Him:Iwilltakecareofyouokay?Justgiveme



timetoadjusttoallofthis.

Inodandwalkpasthimandintothekitchen.I

maketeafortheparentsandthenstartof

breakfast.WhenImdone,Melisizwegoesand

callseveryone.TheycomedownandSimjumps

inmyarms.

Me:Morningsunshine

Her:MorningSisi.GuesswhereImsleeping

tonight?

Igiggleandhugher.Shesjusttooadorablefor

words.Wehavebreakfastwithlightconvo

flowingaroundus.

Naledi:Thando,allyourgiftsareinthegarage.

Me:Okayma.Thankyou.

Her:Doyouwantmetohelpyouunwrapthem?

Me:Andsendthankyousplease.

Shesmilesatme

Her:Thatsmygirl.Idloveto.



Ismileandclearthetable.SaziandSuzisay

theyllwashthedishesandIstartcleaning

aroundthehouse.WhenImupstairs,Melisizwe

comesbehindmeandholdsme.

Me:Andthen?

Him:Yourbodyisaddictive.

Ilaugh,Icanfeelhiserectionpressedonmy

bum.

Me:Butyouhaventbeeninsidemetoknow.

Hechuckles

Him:Yet!AndIwillbe.Soon.

Withthebeingsaid,hekissesthebackofmy

earandleaves.
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~Melisizwe~

AfterpressingmyselfonThando,Imreallyin

themoodforsome.Butitstoosoon.Igetinthe

carandgotoYonelashotelroom.Icallherand



sheletsthefrontdeskknowshesexpectingme.

AssoonasIreachherbedroom,Ipounceon

her.Mylipssmashonherandiclosethedoor

withmyfoot.Iliftherupandwrapherlegs

aroundme.Ikissherandputheronthecouch.

AssoonasIsetherdown,igoonmykneesand

Ispreadherlegswide.Iletmytongueplaywith

herclit.Itsamazingandshesalreadywetfrom

theshower.Ipullmypantsdownandinsert

myselfinher.Shesontheinjectionsoitsso

theresnoneedforacondom.ThemomentIm

inIfeelsogood.Istartmovingfastandhard

insidehertoreleaseallthistensionfromlast

nightandthismorning.Shesmoaningmyname,

beggingmetoslowdownbutIwont.Icant.Not

whenImlikethis.ShecumsandIfollowsoon

after.Icollapseontopofher.

Her:Angrymuch?

Me:Nosorrybaby.Justreallyfrustrated.

Her:Youdidntsleepwithher?



Me:No.

Icanfeelhersmile.Myphonerings,itsmy

father.Ipickup

Him:Atleastshowyourwifesomerespectand

bewithher.Orelse,youwontmarrythatfloozy

ofyours.

Hehangsup.Fuck!

Me:babe,Ihavetogo.AndImprobablynot

goingtoseeyoufortherestofthisweek.

Shepouts

Her:Promisetocall?

Me:Promise.

Her:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoumost.

Shegigglesandkissesmeforquitesometime.

ShepullsawayandIfixmyselfwhileshegets

mesomewater.Idownthewaterandshefixes

meup.IkissheragainbeforeIleave.



Athome,Ifindmyfamilylaughinginthekitchen

butThandoisnotthere.WhenIgointheroom,I

findThandointheroomlayingonthebed

readingabook.Shesnolongerwearingthe

clothesforuMakoti(newbride)butaflowy

dresswiththickstrapsandsocks.Shelooksso

peacefulandhappy.

Me:Hey.

Shelooksupbrieflyandthenatthebookagain

Her:Hi.Yourfoodisinthemicrowave.ShouldI

warmitupforyou?

Me:Yeah.

Her:Willyoubeeatinghereorthetable?

Me:Table

Shegetsup,marksherbookandclosesit.She

bringsthedressdowntobelowherkneeand

wearsboots.Shelooksamazing.Shewalksout

withnotsomuchsoasaglancemyway.As



soonassheleaves,myfathercomescharging

in.Helookspissedoff

Him:YOUWILLRESPECTMYHOUSEAND

THATGIRL!!YOUHEARMEBOY?

IswallowhardbeforeInod.

Him:WhatisitMelisizwe?Whyareyouso

selfish?Unlikeyou,thischildwasthrowninthe

loophole.Hadthedreamofplanningawedding

snatchedawayfromher.Somethingyou'llnever

understandbutinsteadoftryingto,yougoand

bringYonelatoHERwedding.Andthenhave

hercomeovertoyourtableDURINGthe

ceremonies.Now,youcomebacksmellingof

ikuku(vagina)!Yeeerkwedin(boy)!!

Myfatherturnstoleaveandslamsthedoor

behindhim.Heisreallytickedoff.Iturnand

headfortheshower.

~Thando~



Melisizwehassomenerveyazi!Flirtingwithme

andthengoingtofucksomeoneelse!Rhaaaa!

Imsomad.Butthenagain,Ihavenoreasonto

bemad.Imjusttheotherwomanandthats

whatIllalwaysbetoMelisizwe.Hereallyand

truellylovesYonela,hecanthelpitandthen

hereheis,beingforcedtomarryme.Isighand

switchonthemicrowave.Whyismylifelike

this?Icanfeeltearsthreateningtoexposeme

butIrefusetoletthemfall.Idosomebreathing

exercisesandtheygobacksome.

Naledi:Youokay?

MamastartlesmeandInodmyhead,fearing

myvoicemightfailme.Iclearmythroat,sipmy

waterandreply.

Me:Ewemama,Imfine.

Shelooksmedeepinmyeyes,searchingfor

somelieinthembutIguessshedoesntfindit

becauseshesmiles

Her:Imhereforyou,always.Youreoneofmy



daughtersnow.

Inodandmoveinforahug.Herhugsareever

sowarmandmotherly,Iwishicouldbaskin

themforever.

Her:SohowareyouandMelisizwe?

Iplasterafakesmileonmylips

Me:Okay.Wetryingatleast.

Her:Atleast.Hopefullyhe'llforgetaboutthat

girlnowthathehasyou.

Shekissesmycheekandwalksaway.Oh?

Whatwasthatnow?DoesMotherdearestnot

likethegirlfriend?Iwonder.ItakeMelisizwes

foodtothetableandcoveritwiththeplastic

dishcover.Iturnedtogocallhimbuthecame

out,lookingallsortsofyummyinhisjeansand

tshirt.

Me:Iwasjustabouttogocallyou.Hereyougo.

Tea,coffee,juice,beer?

Hesmiles



Him:Beerplease.

IgofetchhiscanandputitonthetableandIm

abouttoleavewhenhetellsmetositdown.

Him:Howdidyouknowshewasatourtable

yesterday?

Ishereallyaskingmethisbullshit?

Me:Iwasabouttocomesit,thenIsawyouand

howshebrushedyourhandsoIleft.Togive

youtwoprivacy.

Hegoesquiet.Notsotoughanymore

Me:Whydidyouinviteher?

Him:Sheaskedtocome.Shewantedtosee

you.

Ibetshedid.

Me:Why?

Him:Idontknow.Ididntask.

Mxm!Iremainmuteandlookthroughthe

slidingdoortothebeautifulgardenoutsideand



theglisteningpool.Itssobeautifulherebutthe

houseistoohugeman.10bedroomseachwith

anensuiteandcloset.2lounges,oneupstairs

andonedownstairs,acinema,amassive

kitchenwithawalkinpantry,diningroom,study,

entertainmentroomandlibrary.Itsallabittoo

much.Theoutsideisapool,jacuzzi,gardenand

tenniscourt.Notforgettingthelargegarage

with5doorsoneachside.Butthatsdetached

fromthehouse.

Him:Thando???

Me:Noifyouwereherethismorning,youd

knowitsKanyisanow.

Him:Oh.

Me:CanIgoplease?Idliketocontinuewithmy

book.

Him:No.Cancelanyplansyouhavetonight,

we'regoingtodinner.AndIlltellSimshecant

sleepwithyoutonightcauseImsleepingover.



Inod

Him:ImsorryIwasntherethismorning.ButIm

herenow.

Me:Thewayyoukeepdisappearing,Iwonderif

you'lleverbearoundwhenIneedyoumost.

Withthatbeingsaid,Igetupandwalkoff.Imay

beyoungerthanMelisizweby12years,butthat

doesntmeanheshouldtreatmebadlyand

disrespectmeinhisfathershouse.

~Melisizwe~

We'vebeentogetheradayandahalfand

alreadyImscrewingup.IneedtofixthisorI

cankissmarryingYonelagoodbye.Icontinueto

eatinsilence.Illtakehertoanicerestuarant,it

alwaysworkswithYonelawhenwehavea

misunderstanding.Butthenagainshesnot

Yonela.Ifinishupandclearmyplateandplace

itinthesink.SazikaziwalksinandIaskherto



washmyplate,wellthatsafterIbribeherwith

R100.Mxathiskidandcash?Samewhatsapp

group.

Sazi:UphiuSisKanyi?

IalmostwanttoaskwhothatisthenI

rememberitsThando.

Me:Room.Why?

Her:PleasetellherImreadywecango.

Me:Whereto?

Her:Mall.

Me:CanItagalong?

Her:No.

Shesaysthatwithsomuchauthoritythatit

shocksme.

Me:Whynot?

Her:Causeitsagirlstrip.Teensonly.

Mxm.IgototheroomandtellThandowhat



Sazisaid.

Her:Okaythanx.

Shegetsupandgoestothecloset.Ilookinmy

walletandseethatIdonthavemuchcash.Ill

givehermyblackcard.Shecomesoutwearing

flatsandanotsotughtdress.

Me:Here.

Igivehermycard.

Her:WhatmustIdowithit?

Me:Buyyourselfsomethingnice.

Sheshakesherheadno.

Her:Nothanks.

BeforeIcanargue,herphoneringsandshe

picksitup.

Notlongaftershesanswered,sheletsouta

soultearingscream.Shecriessohardthatshe

fallsonthefloor.Igoovertoherbythe

dressingtableandcomforther.Mymotherand



fathercomerushingin.

Them:Whathappened?

Me:Idontknow.Shewasonthephone

ShecontinuestocryandIpickherupandput

herinmyarms.Ilayherheadonmychestand

lethersob.Iwonderwhatcoulditbe?

[10/29,17:10]Wadz:£09

~Thando~

Sigh.Eversincemothertoldmeabouther

sickness,Iknewdeathwasinevitable.ButI

didntthinkitwouldbesosoon.Thewaymy

unclebrokeoverthephoneandhearingmyaunt

cryinginthebackgroundmademeweakerthan

ever.Whowasgoingtobeinmycornerwhen

allelsefails?Whatifthisshamofamarriage

blowsupinmyface,whowasIgoingtotalkto?

Makazicouldneverunderstandmelikeumama.

Mamaisagentlesoulwhosoothesme

wheneverIneedsoothing.Aftercryingfor



sometimeinMelisizwesarms,Icalmdownand

wipemytearswithhissoakingwetshirt.Ishift

andheunwrapshisarmsaroundme.Igetup

andgotothebathroomwalkingpastthe

parents.Igetinandwashmyface.Myeyesare

adarkgreenandpuffy.Mynoseisredandso

aremycheeks.Idrymyfaceandapplyfresh

creamonit.WhenIgobackout,Ifind

Melisizwesittingonthebed.Helooksupwhen

Iwalkout,withquestioningeyes.

Me:Mymomdied.Shehadlungandbone

marrowcancer.She'dbeenbattlinginsilence

andonlytoldmelastweek.

Him:Imsorryforyourloss.

Igivehimaweaksmileandwalkpasthim.Iget

tothekitchenandtheresnoonethereandI

startcooking.Icookmamasfamousspicy

lambstewwithsteamedbasmatiriceand

sweetandsourstirfryveg.Nalediwalksinto

thekitchenandgivesmeahug.



Her:ImsosorryKanyi.

Isaynothingandjustwipemyeverfallingtears.

Her:Gotobed.Letmecontinue

Me:NoMaplease.Thisismyremedy.

Her:Okay.IlltellSimtogiveyousomespace.

Ismileather

Me:Thankyou.

Idishupandputfoodonthedinnertable.

Everyoneisalreadyseatedinsilence.

Tat'MvelasesaysgraceandIexcusemyself.

Naledi:Younoteating?

Ishakemyheadno

Me:Maybelater.

Melisizweisstaringatme,lookinglost.Ismile

athimandwalkaway.AssoonasIminthe

room,Igetintobed.



ImustvedozedoffbecauseImwokenupbymy

phoneringinginthedistanceandMelisizweis

wrappedaroundmelikeavine.Igently

untanglemyselffromhimandanswer.

Me:Hello

Makazi:Hellonana...

Hervoicesoundshoarseandisbreakingtoo.

Me:HiMakaz.

Her:Baby,askuMam'Nalediifyoucancome

overonTuesdayplease

Me:Okaynoproblem.

Her:Iloveyoutoomuch.

Igiggle,causingMelisizwetostir

Me:Loveyoumost.

Shehangsup.

Melisizwepullsmeincloserandwesnuggletill

wefallasleep.Icanfeelmyheartpoundinmy

chestandIknowthisfeelingalltoowell.



InthemorningImwokenupbysomethingbig

pokingmybum.Ohgoshitshim.Imoveaway

andgetupandgoshower.OnceImdoneIgoto

theclosetandshowerandchangeinthere.My

eyesaresosoreandmyheadissplittinginhalf.

Melisizwecomesinandgivesmetabletsand

somewater.Ismileandtakethem

Me:Morning

Him:Morning.

Thewayhispantsarehangingonhisbody

makesmewanttoripoffhisclothesandlet

himhaveme.

Him:Stopstaring?

Me:Justreturningthefavour.

Helaughsandcomessitsnexttome.

Him:YourflightisbookedfortonightbutIm

sorryIwontbeabletocome.Ihavetoworkbut

Illbethereforthefuneral



Me:OkayIunderstand.

Heturnsmyheadandkissesmesodeliciously.

Ishiftandsitontopofhim.Hestooyummynot

to.Hemoansinmymouthandpullsaway.

Him:Ha.aorelseImgoingtofuckyoutillyou

cantwalk.Andrightnow,yourehurtingbaby.

Me:Imsorry.

Him:Dontbe.Itsgoodtoknowthatyoufeelthe

samethatIdo.

Me:Whichis?

Him:Hungerforyou.

Ismileandgetoff.Istandandhestandsinfront

ofmeandkissesmemore.Igiggleandpull

away.

Me:StopIhavetopack.

Hegroansandpullsaway,hewalksoffandIm

leftsmilingtouchingmylips.



Inthekitchen,uMam'Nalediiscooking.

Me:Goodmorningma

Her:Hibaby.Howareyoufeeling?

Sheturnsandfrownswhensheseesme.

Her:Whatareyoudoingoutofbed?Ohmy

baby,thosebeautifuleyeslooksopainful.

Me:theyare.IthoughtIshouldcomeandhelp

Her:No.Younotdoinganythingtillafterthe

funeralokay?Andyoudidnteatlastnight.Goto

bedandSaziwillbringyourfoodtoyou

Iopenymouthtospeakbutshecutsmeoff

Her:Ha.aKanyisa.Youhavebeenthrough

enough.Pleaseletmedothisforyoubabyface.

Ismileandletmytearsfall.Shecomesover

andcomfortsme,Isobharderandlet

everythingIvebeenholdinginout.Sherubsmy

backandkissesmyforeheadrepeatedly.Istop

whenIhavehiccups.WhenIpullaway,



Melisizweisstandinginthekitchenlookinglost

butsoonrecoversandgivesmesomewater.I

thankhiminamelachonlyvoice.HenodsandI

gototheroomandpack.OnceImdone,Iget

intobedandjustrestmythrobbinghead.

TheresaknockonmydoorandSaziwalksin

with2platesoffood.

Her:Inasisi(hereyougosisi)

Me:Thankyoubaby.Whostheotherplatefor?

Her:Me.CanIsitwithyou?

Inodandscootoverandshesitsnexttome.

Her:Imsorryaboutyourmom

Me:Itsokay.

Webothsitandeatinsilence.Whenwedone,

Sazigivesmeawarmhugandkissonthe

cheek.

Her:Idontknowwhy,butIloveyousosomuch.



Likeyouremybloodsister.

Ilaugh

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

AndkeIdo.FunnyhowitssoeasytosayIlove

youtoherbutyetIdontknowherthatwell.

Her:Yougoinghometoday?

Me:Yeah.

Her:Imgoingtomissyou.Promiseyou'llcome

back?

Igiggle

Me:Promise

Her:Good.Causeitsnicehavingyouaround.

Me:Really?

Her:Yeah

Me:Doesntseemso

Her:Whatdoyoumean?

Me:Suzukiwedoesntseemlikeshelikesme.



Her:arhgnodontmindher.Shejusthatesthat

youhavenosayinthis.Mysisterisastrong

feministsothisisnotdoingwellforher

especiallythefactthattheresnothingshecan

doorsayaboutit.Dontmindherman...

IbreatheoutasighofreliefandgiveSazi

anotherhug.Melisizwewalksinlookingall

sortsofyummyandsmilesatme.Ipullaway

andSazileavesus.

Sizwe:Areyouready?

Me:Ewebhuti.

Hesmiles

Him:Letsgo.

SizwegetsmybagsandIhugeveryone.He

drivesmetotheairportandwavesmeoff.Im

reallynervoustobeflyingalone.ButIllbeokay.

Ihavetobe.

~Melisizwe~



AfterIvedroppedThandooff,Igohomeand

chillwiththefam.Mybrothersandtheirwives

comeinandSiphenathiislookingforThando.

Her:UphiuKanyisa?

Me:Shesgonehome

Her:Sosoon?Whatdidyoudo?

Igasp

Me:Haibo!Nothing.Hermomdiedsoshes

goingtosortfuneralarrangementsandsuch.

Her:Oh.Shameman.Pleasegivemeher

numbersoIcansendmycondolences.

Ifreeze.Fuck.Idonthavehernumber.What

kindofhusbanddoesnthavehiswife'snumber?

Me:Andinayo(Idonthaveit)

Shelooksatmeconfused.Sherollshereyes

andshakesherhead.

Her:Sazi!

Sazi:Sisi?



Her:Izapha(comehere)

Sazicomesdownthestairsandintothekitchen

Her:Sisi?

Siphe:DoyouhaveThandosnumber?

SazinodsandgivesittoSiphe.Shelooksatme

confusedandwalksout.Illaskherlaterforit.

NomsawalksinwithOlwethu.

Olwethu:Sohowsmarriedlife?

Me:Uhm,Icantquitesay.Imnotreallyfullyin

youknow.

Nomsa:Mmm...Imsorryaboutwhathappened

withyourwifesmother.

Me:Okay...

Nomsa:Sendmycondolences.

Siphe:How?Hedoesntevenhavehernumber.

Them:HayiMelisizwe!

ImdefeatedsoIjuststandupandgo.Idont



havetimefortheirjudgementalbullshit.Icall

Yonela.Itringsforquitesometimethengoes

tovoicemail.Icallagain,samething.Iwonder

whatshecouldbedoing.Ilookedatthetime

anditwaspast10thenIrememberedthatshes

probablyatworktoday.

Igoandchillwithmybrothersuntiltheyleave.

MyphoneringsanditsanumberIdontknow.

Me:MelisizweMvelasehello

Caller:HiBhuti,itsKanyisa.Ivearrivedsafely.

Pleasetellumamanotata

Me:Hiyou.Okaymyangel.Hopeeverything

goessmoothly.

Her:Thankyou,bye.

Me:Bye.

Shedropsthecall.Nothingturnsmeonmore

thanhercallingmeBhuti.Yeeeritdrivesme

crazyespeciallyinthatsweetvoiceofhers.



DuringsupperItellmyparentswhatsupand

havelightconversationwitheveryone.After

dinner,whilstIminmyroom,myphonebuzzes.

WhenIopenit,Yonelahassentmeapicofher

inlingerie.Shit.Mycockstirs.Imusthaveher

now.Thepiciscaptioned'Waiting'.Fuck.I

instantlyjumpfromthebedandheadforthe

door.LuckilymyparentsandSimareupstairs

soIpaySazitocoverforme.Sheshakesher

headandsayssure.IdrivetoYonelashoteland

knock.Sheopens,wearingablacksilkgown

andlingerie.Asmilecurvesonmylipsandshe

stepsaside,whileIwalkin,myeyesnotleaving

hers.

[10/29,17:10]Wadz:£10

~Thando~

IwontgointodetailaboutthefuneralbutIwill

sayeverythingwentsmoothly.Melisizweand

hisfamilycametosupportbuttheystayedin

Queenstown.Hecalledmeeverydaytwiceaday



whenIwashomeaskinghowIwasandall.

Atleastheshowedthathecared.Todayis

Sundayandwe'repreparingtoleave.Makazi

saysshe'llstayathomepermanantlyandput

upthehouseinDongweforsalebecauseshe

doesntwanttostaythereanymore.Ihugher

goodbye

Her:(inmyear)dontforgetourtalk.Iknow

yourehurtingbutyoumustfulfillyourwifely

duties.Imeaninthebedroom.

Me:Okayma.

Her:Nopressure.

Igiggleandwinkatherwhenshepullsaway.

Anyway,wegetintothecaranddrivetoEast

London.ItsjusthimandIinthecar.Wegetto

EastLondonandbookintothehotel.Wegoup

totheroomandItakeashower.Weleaveearly

tomorrowwiththeprivateplanesoImnot

worried.Myheartisstillachingbutmyurges

forMelisizwearestronger.WhenIcomeoutof



theshower,Sizweischangingintopjs.Igoover

tothebedandsitinfrontofhim.Hesmilesat

me

Me:Thanksforsupportingmethroughallof

this

Him:Always.

Hebendsandkissesmesosweetly.Itsnot

longandwhenhepullsaway,hessmiling.

Him:Youtastesogood

Iblushandpushhimaway.Iwalltothe

bathroomandfinishoffcreamingmybodyand

wearingmynightdress.IcomeoutandMeliis

alreadyinbed.Igetinbesidehimandsleep.

Inthemiddleofthenight,Meliiswrapped

aroundmelikesilkandIreallyneedtopee.I

gentlymoveunderhimandgopee.Iquickly

washmymo-mowithaclothandrefresh

myself.Igetintobedandhepullsmeincloser.



Ikisshimontheneckandattempttogetontop

ofhim.Icanhearhissmile.

Him:Kanyisa,dontstartsomethingyouwontbe

abletofinish.

Me:Sayswho?

Hechucklesandinnotimehesontopofme,

kissingmewithsomuchneedandlonging.He

skimshishandtothehemofmydressand

pullsitupandtakesitoff.Hesshirtlesssomy

handsareonhisbare,muscularbackandit

feelsgood.Heslowlykissesmyneckandhis

handsplaywithmybreasts.Itfeelssogood,Im

practicallysquirmingunderhim.Hismouth

movesfrommynecktomybreastswherehe

suckseachoneandgentlyblows.ItsorgasmicI

tellyou,somuchsothatIcuminmypanties.

Him:Soeager?

Me:mmm...

Hismouthmovesfrommybreaststomynether



regions!Andthatswhereallthefunbegins.Im

tellingyou,thismanstongueislikemagic.Its

sowarmandkindaroughespeciallyonmy

shavencrotch.Immoaningandscreamingand

callingoutnamesthatIveonlyeverdreamedof

using.Icuminhismouth,hardandhemoves

up.

Him:Youonacontraceptive?

Me:Yeah.

Hesmilesandkissesme,makingmetastemy

ownpleasure.AndImustsay,thoughitsabit

salty,Idotastegood.Heremoveshispjpants

andgetsinbetweenmylegs.

Him:Yousureaboutthis?Icanstopif..

Me:Ineedyoutotakemypainaway.Makeme

feelgoodbabe.Please.

Hekissesmeandpositionshimselfbetween

mylegs.Heliftsmylegshigherandspreads

themwide.Icanfeelhimonthewallofmy



coochieandwithonehardthrust,heripsme

andisin.IletoutascreambutImquickly

silencedbyhiskisses.Atearescapesmyeye

andfallsonthesideofmyface.

Him:Imsorrybabe,wantmetostop?

Me:No.Please.

Hegentlystartsmoving.Itspainfulbutitfeels

sogood.

~Melisizwe~

Ohmy!Thandoissotightandverywarm.With

everythrust,IcanfeelmyselfbuildingsoIstart

pickingupthepace.Hermoansandmovement

ofherwaistmotivatemetogivehermybest

butalsobegentlewithher.Icanfeelherbody

tensingunderme

Me:Letgobaby.

Shearchesherback,pushingherbreastsinto

me.Theyaresowarmandperky.Theyfit



perfectlyintomyhand.Sheletsoutamoan,

callingmynameintheprocessandhasa

massiveorgasmthatpushesmeoutofher

slightlyandleavesuswet.Ifollowtooandlie

onherpanting.Irolloverandlayonherside.I

switchonthesidelampandshecoversher

faceandgiggles.Igentlymoveherhandsand

Immetbyemeraldgreeneyes.Theyare

magnificent.Icouldstareinthemforalifetime.

Ismileandsodoesshe.Idontknowwhatto

saysoIjustbitemylowerlip.Andshemirrors

myreaction.

Me:Howwasthat?

Shegigglesandburiesherfaceinmychest.

Me:Haibo?Noanswer.

Sheshakesherheadandsnugglesincloser.

Herskinonmyskinismagical.Ismiletomy

selfasIhugher.Shemovesupandrollsontop

ofme.Shelicksmyface.WhatTheFUCK?

Her:Ivealwayswantedtofeelyourskinonmy



tongue.Itssmoothlikeglassonahotsummers

day.

Ilaughandgentlyspankherbum.Shemoansin

suchawaythatmakesmydickwake.Itssexy.I

kisshercheekandshesmiles.

Her:Howmanyvirginitieshaveyoubroken?

Woah!Sucharandomquestiontobeasking.Im

stunnedIdontthinkIcananswer.

Me:Yourtheonlyone.

Itstrue.AllthegirlsIveeverhadweren'tvirgins.

Her:Really?

Me:yeah

Her:Wow!

Me:Whyyouasking?

Her:Causeyoucaressedmybodylikeits

somethingyoudoonadaily.

Iburstoutlaughing.Filtermuch?



Me:No.JustthatIknowhowtohandlea

womansbody.

Her:Mmmh..

Fuck!WhydidIjustsaythat?Shegoesawfully

quiet.IguessIvemessedup.Iwanttomake

thisbetter.Ikissherheadandshebreathesout.

WhenIpeakather,shesasleep.Itakemy

phonefromthestandandits2:57am.Ishift

andgotothebathroomandwhenIcomeback,

shesmovedtoherside.Igetinbedandpullher

closertome.IsmileinthedarknesswhenI

thinkaboutwhatshesjustdone.Shesjust

givenmeherinnocenceonasilverplatter.If

anything,IamgratefulandIllshowhermy

appreciationsoon.
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~Thando~

☆Monthlater..☆

Itsnowthe31stofDecember.Newyearseve...



itsbeenquitehecticthispastmonth,watching

Melisizwelovehisgirlfriendhasbeenthe

hardest.LastweekIfoundanecklacehiddenin

hisblazer.Itwasbeautifulandsoelegant,butI

amnofool.Iknewthatitwasntmine.The

followingday,heleftforheranddidntcome

backhome.Imkindofusedtoitnow,butIm

notgoingtolieandsayitdoesntbotherme

becauseitdoes.Infact,itinfuriatesme

becauseIamstartingtofallforhim.Not

becauseofthesex,whichbythewayis

phenomonal,butbecauseofthewayheis.He

caresformewhenhewantsto,butnottheway

hedoesforher.

Anyway,earlierthisweek,iheardhimsaytohis

fatherthathesadamentontakingYonela(thats

hername)ashissecondwife,whetherIlikeit

ornot.Thatnight,Icriedmyselftosleep.Every

timehedoesntsleephome,myheartbreaks

further,especiallyknowingthatIcannever

competewithher.Shehashisheartandwas



herebeforeme.

Meli:Kanyi...baby?Hello?

Thatswhathecallsmetosoftenmeupand

almostalwaysitworks.Hisdeepvoiceandthe

wayhesaysmynamemakememelt.

Me:Hmm?

Him:Hey?Wherewereyoujustnow?

Me:Justthinking.

Him:About?

Me:MyresultsandwhereImgoingtostudy.

Him:oh.HeyIwasthinking,whydontyoumove

inwithme?

Myeyesshootupintohis.Doesthismeanthat

hewantstogiveusachance?ButwhoamI

fooling?Icanseeitinhiseyesthatitsnotgoing

tohappen.

Me:Ooookaaay??



Him:Yeah.We'remarriedandwouldverymuch

likeustoactandbelikeacouple.

Ialmostscoffathisremark."LIKE"!!Soright

nowImjustsomechickheoccasionallyfucks

causeclearlytohimweareNOTacouple.

Him:Kanyi?

Me:Yeahnoproblem.Haveyoutoldyour

parentsyet?

Him:Yeahandtheydontseemtomindexcept

forSimandSazi.

Whenhementionstheirnames,theresaknock

onmydoor.

Me:Comein.

Saziwalksin,hereyespuffyandred.

Her:Soyoureleaving?

Me:Yeahbaby.Iammarriedkaloku.

Igetupandgiveherahugandsheholdsmeso

tightly.



Her:Imgoingtomissyou.

Me:Metoo.

Her:Whendoyouleave?

IpullawayandlookatMeli.

Him:Tomorrowlate.

Ilookathim,shocked.

MeandSazi:Sosoon.

Him:Yes.Sazipleaseexcuseus.

Shepouts,kissesmeonmycheekandwalks

out.Meliwalksovertomeandholdsmebymy

waistandpullsmetohim

Him:ImissyourbodyandIjustwantyoutobe

asloudasyouwantwithnodisturbancesby

Sim.Okay?

Me:Ohsothisisaboutsexmorethanustrying?

Helooksatmeshocked.Hedidntexpectmeto

askthat.Ipushhimoffmecauseclearly,thats

allhewantsfromme.



Inthekitchen,Imcookingupastormbecause

Impissedofflikehell.Hesnotevenwillingto

try.Allhewantsiswhatsbetweenmylegs.Is

thatallIlleverbegoodfor?Cooking,cleaning

andfucking?Yeeer!ImsomadIcouldcrybutI

wontgivehimthesatisfaction.

Meli:Kanyi?

Ilookathim

Me:Bhuti?

Him:Canwetalk?

Me:Imcooking.

Hesighsandcomesaroundandstandsbehind

me.Helayshisheadonmyshoulderand

whispersinmyear.Thatsendsshiversdown

myspinerighttomyvagina!

Him:IdontmeanitlikethatKanyisaplease.Yes,

Idliketohavesexwithyouagainbutmorethan

anythingIdliketohaveyoualltomyself.



Everytime,wetrytotalk,theresSaziorSimwho

disturbus.Andworstofallyouletthem..

Me:Soitsmyfault?

Imfumingwithrage.Rha!

Him:NothatsnotwhatImeanmylove.Just

thatIwanttobeinourownsmallbubble.Just

thetwoofus.Likeaminihoneymoonbefore

yougotoschool.Okay?

Ismileandnod.Hekissesthebackofmyear

andcircleshishandsaroundmywaist.Mmm

thatfeelsgood.

Him:Baby,wouldyoubemadifIsaidIwant

younow?

Me:ButImstillcooking

Him:Whenlast?Theweekbefore?

Me:Andwhosfaultisthat?

Him:Imsorry.Ivebeen...occupied.

Ilaughandpushoffhim.Right!



Dinneristensebetweenthetwoofus.He

keepslookingmyway,butIcouldntgivetwo

shits.

Sazi:Canyousleepinmyroomtonight?

BeforeIcanreply,Melisizweisalready

ahead(rollingeyes).

Him:No.KanyisaismyWIFEandshesleepsin

MYroom.Clear?

Iglareathim.Sazisaysnothing

Me:Howaboutwespendtheafternoonatthe

malltomorrow?

Sheblushessohard.

Her:Okaydeal.

Mamaandtatasmileatme.

Aftersupper,mamainsiststhatherandSazi

willdothedishes.SoIgototheroomandpack.

Melisizwecomesinandclosestheclosetdoor



andlocksit.Fuck!

Him:Whatsyourissue?

Me:Intermsof?

MybackistohimwhenIreply.

Him:LOOKATMEWHENIMSPEAKINGTO

YOU!

Me:Dontshout.

IturnandfacehimandhelooksmadAF!Butso

fuckensexy.Marathismanisjustbeautiful,

period.

Him:Whatistheproblem?

Me:Thedisrespect.Dismissingmyfeelingsas

iftheydontmatter,orbetteryetmeannothing

toyou.Forgettingthatjustlikeyou,Ihad

plannedalifebutwasforcedinthistoo.The

constanthumiliationofwakingupwithoutyou

bymysideatyourparentshouseandhaving

yourparentslookatmewithsuchpityintheir

eyes.Thatstheissue.



WiththatbeingsaidIcontinuepacking.

IkeeptossingatturninginbedbutIcantsleep.

Meliisnexttome.Heswitchesonthelight.

Him:Whatisit?Youkeeptossingaround.

HesatupandsodidI.BeforeIcanopenmy

mouth,heraiseshishandtosilencemesoI

shutmymouth

Him:Thandolwam,Imsorryforbeingabad

husband.ButIpromisetotryharderfromnow

on.Imsorryfordisrespectingourmarriageand

itstopsnow.Butyougottounderstandthat

YonelaandIhavehistoryand...

Icuthimoff.

Me:NotoncehaveIeveraskedyoutoleaveher

forme.Never!Youdontseemecallingyou

whenyouwithher,butshecallsyouwhenyou

withmeandyouANSWER!YOUFUCKING

ANSWERANDTHENHAVETHEAUDACITYTO



SAYYOULOVEHERINFRONTOFME.

Imenragedandevencryingnow.Imfucken

pissed.

Me:Iunderstandyoudontlovemeandyou

neverwill.Buttorubsalttothewound?Wow.

Andexactlywhyareyoutakingmetoyourplace

he?Soyoucanleavemetherewithnooneto

calloraskanythingfromandgotoherfreely

withoutyourparentsbreathingdownyourneck

huh?Isthatwhy?

Heshakeshisheadno.

Me:Getout!

Him:Haibo?

Me:MelisizweMvelase,getout.

Him:Butthisismyroom

Me:Idontgivetwoshits.Leave!Gotoher,go!

Hedoesntmove,soIthrowtheglassonmy

sideathimandithitsthewall.Hesshocked



andgetsup.

Me:Now!

Hegetsupandleaves.Dragginghisfeetatthat.

Igetintobedandsobsilently.Ihearthedoor

close.Andthatalonebreaksmefurther.Our

firstfightandIvejustkickedhimoutofhis

parentshome.Sigh...
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~Melisizwe~

Thandohasjustkickedusoutofourroom.

Hee!!Idontknowwhethertobeangryor

relieved.Thewayshethroughthatglassatme

mademesoscared.Iwassureshewasgoing

tokillme.ButImnotleavingher,no.Imgoing

togosleepinBhutLangasroom.Iopenthe

doorandgetintobedanddozeoff,deepin

thoughtaboutallthatThandosjustsaid.

Inthemorning,Iwakeupandgotothekitchen.

Ibumpintohercookingandsitonthehigh



chair.

Me:Morning.

Her:Hello.

Hervoicehelloisicy.Shit!

Me:Happynewyears.

Her:Thanks.Youtoo.

BeforeIcanopenmymouthtospeak,her

phonerings.Shespeaksforawhile,laughing

andgiggling.Itsreallyaheavenlysoundtohear.

Afterawhile,shedropsthecall.

Me:Afterbreakfastgetreadywe'reheadingout.

Her:Icant.IpromisedSazi...

Me:Ndithinikuwe?(whatdidIjustsaytoyou?)

Shesaysnothing,soIbangthetable.

Me:Kanyisa!

Mom:HayiMelisizwe!Asoze(never)!

Thandoislookingatmeblankly,withnotso



muchasfearinhereyes.Shescoolandthat

alonejustpissesmeoff.Imnotaviolentguy,

butwhenpushed?Ncncncnc.Imdangerous.I

getupandwalkaway.Igetintoourbedroom

andshower.WhenIcomeout,Imcool.

Thandocomesin

Her:Breakfastisready,Bhuti.

IthoughtIwascool.Nah,Iwasfuckingfooling

myself.Igrabherandlockthedoor.Beforeshe

cansayanything,mylipsareonhers.She

respondsandIpinheronthedoor.Imhungry

forher.Iliftherupandtrytakingherdressoff

ofher,itdoesntoblige.Sotherewasonlyone

optionleft,tearingit.IfeltlikeabeastasItore

it.

Her:Bhuti.

Me:Shhh,nowords.

Oncethedresswasoffcompletely,imovedher



totheedgeofthebedandkneltbeforeher.

Sheswearingredundies,whichIgladlytakeoff

withmyteeth.

Her:Bhuti...ima...wait...

Isilenceherwithmytongueonhernookie.She

moansandholdsmyhead,spreadingherlegs

wider.Yes!JustwhereIwanthertobe.Ilifther

higherandstarttormentinghercookie.Ican

feelherlegstensing,shesalmostthere,andlike

gentlerainonahotsummersday,sherainsin

mymouth.Yum!Ipullmypantsdown,flipher

overandslammyselfintoherwetness.She

screamsandIspankherbumtosilenceher.

ShemoansandIpickupmypace.Igofaster

andwitheverythrust,herlegstighteninfrontof

meandsoon,sheshowersmewithcum.I

followensuite.Fuck!Ijustmadehersquirt.

ExcitedasIam,Imnotsatisfied.Imstillhard

andIwantmore.Iturnheroverandpickherup

andmovehertothewall,whereIwrapherlegs

aroundme.WhenIslidein,shegaspsand



pushesmeback

Her:Youreintoodeep...

Ikissherneckandshecalmsdownandputs

herhandsonmyshoulders.Istartmoving,

slowlyatfirst.Butthewayherpussyhugsmy

dickson,andthewarmthofitall,fuckIstart

poundinghersohard.

Her:Bhuti...please...aaah!...no...

Me:Shhh...

Shestartsscratchingmyback,fuckme!Shesa

beast.Shetightenshergriparoundmeand

slightlycloseshervaginalwallstighteraround

mypenis.Thatsenoughtomakebothofus

cumtogether.Wearebothleftbreathlessand

tired.Andwet!

Atbreakfast,Kanyisaisquiet.Butglowing,shes

thoroughlyfucked.Iputmyhandonherthigh

andsheinstantlyclosesherlegs.Iwantto



laugh.

Dad:Mvelase?

Me:Ta?

Himandmomburstoutlaughing.FuckIknow

whatthisisabout.IstealaglancewithKanyi

andhercheeksarepink.Verypink.Sazi,Sim

andSuziareconfused.

Sim:Mommy?CanIgoplayatJessieshouse

today?

Ma:Okaymybaby.Saziwilltakeyou.Nhe?

Sazi:Okay.

SazilooksatKanyiandtheysmilesecretly.

Istretchoverandwhisperinherear.

Me:Imnotdonewithyou.

Shesmilesandstandstocleartheplates.I

haveafullviewofherbum.Fuckme!Itsbigbut

Icanhandleit.Ireachupandsqueezeit.

Her:Hayi.



Iwinkandbitemylowerlipandshelooksaway

blushing.

Sheclearsupandgoestothekitchen.Ifollow

behindher.Shesbythesink,Igostandbehind

herandpressmygoodnessonhersexybehind.

Iputmyhandsaroundherwaistandkissher

neck.

Her:HayiBhuti!Whatifumamanotatawalkin?

Shepushesmewithherbehindandcarrieson

washingdishes

Me:Youpushingmeaway?Again?

Shedoesntrespond,insteadshelooksatme

withthosebeautifuleyesandbitesherbottom

lip.Yhowhydoesthisgirlmakemecrazyso

much?Mustbethesex.

Itakeadishclothandhelpherwipethedishes

Her:HawBhuti?Kantitheressomethingyou

candointhekitchen?

Shesaysthatwithsuchshockthatmakesme



laughsohard.Shegigglesandwewashthe

dishesinsilence.Withtheoccasionalglance

andbrushingofbodiesagainsteachother.

Shesplayingadangerousgame.Shebendsto

wipethetable,butthewayshebendsissosexy

itsendsshiversrighttomydick.Beforeshe

goesandstandsontheothersideofthetable,

lilesheknowsImabouttograbher.

Her:Sowherewegoing?

Me:Beach.

Her:Oh.

Me:Andyoumustwearabikini.

Shelaughs

Her:No.

Me:Areyoudefyingme?

Her:No,Imrespectingmybody.

Me:WellIwantyouto.

Her:No.



Me:Yes.

Her:No.

Me:YouknowIcandothisthewholeday?

Her:Iknow.Besides,itsthefirstthebeachwill

befull.Cantwegosomewhereelse?

Me:Wecangotomyhousethen.

Her:Sosoon?

Me:Haike!

Igiveupandturnbacktothedishes.Idont

knowwhatswrongwithme.ButIjustcant

seemtowooher.OhIknow...

Me:We'llgotomyhousethenwe'llcomeback.

Promise.

Her:okaythennoproblem.

Ismileatherseductively.

Her:No.

Me:Nowhat?



Her:Imsore.

Me:Notyetyounot.WhenImthroughwithyou,

you'llbelimping.

Her:Ha!We'llseeaboutthat.

Idropthetowelandwalkovertothetablethats

separatingus.

Me:Isthatso?

Shesaysnothingexceptforlickherlipsand

unbottononeofthebuttonsonhershirt,

reveallinghercleavage.Damn...
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~Melisizwe~

Thandoislayingonmychestafterahellofa

fucksession.Thewaysherodemefam?Flame

fordays!NeverinmylifehaveIeverbeen

sexuallychallengedlikethat.Thisyoungblood

reallyknowswhatshesdoingasifshehas

beendoingitforyears.We'rebreathlessand

wet,drippingwitheachotherspleasure.



Me:Letsgoshowerandgo.

Her:Okay.

Wehaveaninnocentshowertogetherandget

dressedtoleave.Beforeweheadoutthedoor,

mydadcallsme.

Me:Tata?

Him:Goeasyonthepoorgirl.YhooIcanhear

herfrommyroom.

Me:Uzubewenaumamelintoni(whyareyou

listening)?

Isaylaughingandwalkingout.

Dad:HeyKwedin!!!(boy!!)

IwalkoffandgetintothecarwithKanyibeside

me.Assoonasweleave,shetakesoffthe

doekandletsherhairloose.Shesdyedit

maroonanditsuitshersomuch.Bringsouther

eyesandherskintone.

Me:Youresobeautiful,youknowthat?



Sheblushes

Her:Thankyou.Yourenottoobadyourself.

Ichuckleabitanddrivetomydadcompany.

Shelooksatmeconfused,wegetoutandIhold

herhand.Itfeelssogoodinmine,toogoodin

fact.Wegoinandgotothetopthefloor,tothe

helipad.Derrickisthere,waitingforus.Kanyi

turnstome

Her:We'reflyingtoyourplace?

Me:Nope,weflyingaroundCapeTown.

Shegaspsandlooksatme,shocked.

Me:Closeyourmouthbeforefliesgetin.

Shegigglesandthrowsherarmsaroundme.

Herhugsandkissesarethebest,Imustsay

shame.Anyway,wegetinandIstrapherup

andwetakeatourofthemothercity.Its

beautiful.Itwouldbebetterintheevening,but

we'lldothatsomeotherday.Derrickistheone

flyingtoday,andafterthetourwegoback.



Fromthere,Itreatherouttoadeliciousmeal

out,wherewechatandlaugh.Kanyiisactually

matureforherageandverysmart.Ifindmyself

smilingasIwatchherlookatthebeautifulview

oftheocean.

Backhome,Ispendthedaywithmyfamilyand

Kanyi.Myphoneisringingnon-stop,probably

YonelabutIchoosetoignoreitbecausewithall

thatKanyisaidyesterdayshewasright.WhenI

wenttoYonela,shewouldntcalloreventext

me.ButIsuspectitsbecauseshethinksIwont

answer.OrshesjustrespectingYonela.Itext

YonelathatImbusyandwillcallherwhenIget

thechance.WhenIlookup,Thandoisnowhere

tobefound.Igetupandgolookforher.Ifind

herintheroom,pacing.

Me:Hey?

Her:Hi.

Me:Whatswrong?



Her:Nothing.

Shefakesasmile.

Me:Tryagain.

Her:NoreallyImokay.

Withthatbeingsaidshepushespastmeand

goesout.

~Thando~

Imsostupid,itsajoke.Howcanmyheart

betraymymindlikethis?Isthisallpartofhis

plan?WhatwasIthinkinghe?Itwasalltoo

goodtobetrue.

Impacingintheroomangry.Imfuckeninlove

withMelisizwe.Canyoubelieveit?Just

yesterdayIwasreadytoslaughterhimbutafter

today,withallthetalkingwedid,Isawhisheart

andhowithassomuchpotentialoflove.But

thatloveisnotmine.Ineedtobehonestwith

myself.Ifeelsostupidforlovinghimithurts.



Aaaarh!Iwanttoscreamoutinfrustration.And

thenhegoesandtextsherinfrontofme.Just

whenIthoughtthingswerefinallylookingup

betweenus.AftertalkingwithMeli,Igotothe

poolareawhereeveryoneisseatedand

chatting.Myphonebeepsanditsanotification

frommybursarysayingthattheyapprovemy

applicationbutarenowwaitingformyresults

forconfirmation.Iinvoluntarilyletoutascream

ofexcitement.WhenIapplied,Ithoughtmy

chancesofbeingapprovedwereslimtonothing.

Sazi:Andthensisi?

Ismileatherbroadlyandhugher.

Mama:Kanyiyintonisthandwa(whatisitlove)

Me:Sorryma.Ivejustbeenapprovedfora

bursarythatIappliedforbeginningofJunelast

year.IdidntthinkIdgetit.

Meli:Butyounotgoingtoneeditnjebabe.

Mysmileinstantlyfades.Whatdoeshemean?



Doeshenotwantmetofurthermyeducation?

Me:CanItalktoyouplease?Now.

HegetsupandsodoIandwewalltoourroom.

WhenwegetthereIclosethedoorandsiton

thebed.

Me:Youdontwantmetofurthermyeducation?

Helooksatmeconfused.

Me:PleaseBhuti,Imbeggingyou.Letmedo

this.ItsallthatIveeverdreamedof.Please

donttakethisawayfromme.I...

Hecutsmeoff

Him:Whatareyouonaboutlove?Imnottaking

anythingawayfromyou.AllImsayingisthat

younotgoingtoneedthebursarybecauseIm

payingforyourfeesmos.

Myeyeswiden.Ohmygoodness!Ijumponhim

andattackhimwithkissesalloverhisface.

Me:Thankyou!Thankyou!Thankyou!Youdont



knowhowmuchthismeans.Iloveyousomuch.

Thankyou!

Ohmyshit.WhatdidIjustsay?Holyfuck.DidI

justsayIlovehim?Outloud!Shiiiit!

HelooksatmewideeyesandIpushhimoffme

andwalkout.Iknowhewontsayitback.Ican

feelitinmybones,andifhedoes,Iknowhe

wontmeanit.Why?Why?Why?Aaaarhg!Me

andmybloodyfilterlessmouth.WhathaveIjust

done?

.

.

.

(Sorryitsshort,willmakeituptoyou).
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~Melisizwe~

Shit.DidThandojustsayshelovesme?Im

flabbergasted.Speechless.Stunned.WhatdoI



say?ItsnotthatIdontfeelthesamewaynhe,I

do.Butjustdifferent.Idohavestrongfeelings

forThando,Ireallydo.Butlove?eish,Idont

knowman.EvenwhenIsayIloveyoutooto

Yonela,myheartcringesbecauseIknowImnot

beinghonest.Idontevenlovemyself,sohow

couldIpossiblyloveanotherhumanbeing?The

onlywomenIloveismymotherandsisters.

Imstartingtofeellikeshit.ThankGod

tomorrowisMondaysoitsbacktowork.Soall

thisawkwardvibewillbegone.

Igointotheclosetandstartpackingfor

tomorrow.ImleavingtonightbutIllleave

Thandobehind.

Igooutsideandstartsayingmygoodbyes.

Thandodoesntevenlookmyway.Isighandgo

overtoher.Igiveherabearhug,liftingherupin

theprocess.ShegigglesinmyearandIgive

herabigsmoochwhenIputherdown



Sim:Eeeeeeeuuw!!Mommymakethemstop.

Ichuckleatthat.Psht!Likeshewould.

Thandogivesmeahugandwhispersinmyear

Her:Youdonthavetosayit.Pleasedontsayit

back.

Ilookatherandtakeherawayfromeveryone.

Me:Whydontyouwantmetosayit?

Her:Becauseyouwontbemeaningit.Just

mimickingwhatImsaying.JustforgetIever

saiditokay?

Me:No.Iwont.Becauseitcomesfromyour

heartandImelatedtoknowthatyoufeel

somethingformebecauseIalsohavestrong

feelingsforyou.

Her:Stopmockingmeplease.Haveasafetrip

homeandenjoywork.SeeyouwhenIseeyou?

Shegivesmeaheart-feltkissandwalksaway,

swayingherperfectlyroundbuttatme.Isigh.



Reservedandgoaround.Getintomycarand

drivebacktoSummerstrand.Thedriveislong

andIcallYonela

Her:What?

Me:Haike.Ifyouregoingtobelikethat,then

bye.

Idropthecall.

WhenIgettomyhouse,Yonelaisalready

parkedatthegate.Iopenmygateandshe

drivesin,sodoI.Myhouseisquitebigforone

personreally.Ithas5bedrooms,5bathrooms,

helipad,cinema,lounge,kitchen,pantryand

outside,swimmingpoolandjacuzzi.

Downstairsismymancaveandgarage.

Anyway,Yonelaclimbsoutofhercarand

comestome.Igetoutandsheholdsme.

Her:Imsorrybaby.JustthatIwasannoyedat

youfornotansweringmycalls.



Me:Withgoodreason.Iwaswithmyfamilyand

wife.

Her:Butthatdoesntmeanyoushouldntanswer

yourphone.

Me:NoYonela.YouknowthatImmarriedand

thatmeansyoumustrespectthoseboundaries.

WhenImwithyou,doyouseemeanswering

hercalls?

Shepouts

Her:No.

Me:Exactly.Sopleaseextendthesamecurtesy

toherokay?

Her:Fine.

Shethrowsherarmsaroundmyneckand

kissesmedeeply.Shepullsaway

Her:Iwasthinking?

Me:Hmm?

Her:Howaboutyoucometomyplacefor



dinnertonight?Onme.

Ismileandnod.

ThethingiswithYonela,itsreal.Wecancuddle

withnosexandtalkthewholenight.Shereally

wastheretopullmeoutofmydepressivestate

andloveme,evenwhenIdontlovemyself.I

valueherandloveher.ShepickedmeupwhenI

wasdownanddustedmeoffwithlove.She

caresformeandisalwaystherewhenIneed

her.Myshouldertoleanon.Nowtellme,how

doIletgoofsomethinglikethisforsomeoneI

hardlyknow?We'vebeenintimateforlike2

weeksifIsumitallupandIstilldontknow

Thandowellenoughtobuildsomethingwithher.

Hadwenotbeenarranged,Iwouldn'thave

lookedatThandotwice.Notbecauseshes

unattractive,nobutbecauseIhaveeverythingI

couldeverwantinawomaninYonela.



~Thando~

Awholeweekhaspassedandstillnoword

fromMelisizwe.Imustvescaredhimoff.For

thepastweek,Ivebeencryingmyselftosleep

askingmydadwhyhewouldtormentmelike

this?WhycouldnthimandmomtryandpayDr

MvelaseoffthensoIwouldntsufferlikethis.

Tobehonest,whatmyfatherdidwasvery

selfishandImbeginningtoresenthimforit.

Yesterday,Iheardumamaandtatasaythatthe

reasonImprobablygrumpythisweekis

becauseImaybemissingMelisizwe.Mxm,if

onlytheyknew.Theweekendcameandwent

andstillnowordfromhim.Yazi,Imstartingto

alsonotlikeuYonela.BecauseImjealousofher.

ShehasMelisizwesheartandsoulwithout

beingforcedintoamarriage.Sheishisworld

whileImthedusthewalkson.Ifthisiswhat

heartbreakfeelslike,thenIdontwishitupon

anyone.

TheMondaymyresultsarecomingoutandIm



alljitteryandscared.Utatasaidhe'lltakemeto

thepetrolstationinthemorningtogocheckthe

papers.Sazisaidshe'llbetheretoo.

Atdinner,Imsoquiet.

Mama:Dontbenervous.Imsureyoudidgreat.

Ijustsmile.Mymindisnotevenonmyresults,

itsonthistortureofamarriage.

Afterdinner,Idothedishes,cleanupandgoto

bed.Myphonerings.ItsMelisizwe.Mxm.Iletit

ringwhileIgohaveawarmbathtocalmmyself.

IcanstillhearitringingandImdecidingnotto

careatall.Heknowsthatweekendsarethe

onlytimewecanspendtogetherbecausehe

worksduringtheweek,andhedidntcome

homethisweekendsowhatthefuckdoeshe

wantfromme?Toapologiseagain?Isnthe

tiredofmakingmeaninglessapologiestime

andtimeagain?HayiImtiredofhearingthem

nam.Ijustwanttogetmyeducationandlive



lifetothefullest.Myphoneeventuallystops

ringing,hemustvegrowntiredandgivenup.I

getoutofthebathanddrymyselfandcleanthe

bath.Iwrapmyselfinatowelandgotothe

roomandchangeintopjs.

MyphoneringsagainanditsuMakazi

Me:Himaki.

Her:Allthebestfortomorrownana,

uyathandwandim.(Iloveyou).Goodnight

Mytearsfalldownmyface.

Me:Goodnight.Loveyoutoo.Thanx

Idropthecallbeforeshecanhearmecry.Im

sotiredofcrying.Myeyesarejustpainfulnow

likethetimemomdied.Isayashortprayer

thenfallasleep.

Imwokenupbyasoftknockonmydoor.

Tata:Makoti?Masiye(letsgo)



Me:Okaytata.

Igetup,wearabraandwearadressand

Melisizweshoodie.Ifibdmyselfinhalinghis

scent.Mxmfuckenprick.Imisshimandhis

deepvoiceandlaughandsmileand...and...and.

Thelistisendless.Iwrapmyheadandwipemy

faceandgoout.SaziiswearingjeansandIso

envyherrightnow.Saziistallwiththatmodel

bod.ItsgorgeouslikeYonela.Woah!Wheredid

thatthoughtcomefrom?

Wegettothepetrolstationandthereareother

studentsthere.Waitinglikeus.Istepoutofthe

carwithSaziandstandatthedoor,holdingher

handandplayingwithherfingers.

?:TK!TKNQUMBU!

Iturnandfindsomeonewavingatme.Iwonder.

Iwavebacktryingtomakeouttheface.The

personcomescloserandIcantbelievewhoitis.

ItsLamlaNjongo.Ohmygosh.Iscream.And



givehimabearhugwhenhereachesme.I

couldcry.

Me:Noo!Dude...wherehaveyoubeen?How

areyou?Ohmygosh.

Hesmilesandpinchesmycheek

Him:StillbeautifulIsee.TshomzaIvebeen

aroundnje.Imokayhowareyou?Andwhois

thisbeautybesidesyou?

Ismile.

Me:Sazi,mysisterinlaw.Sazi,Lamlamy

childhoodbestie.

Lamla:Ohyeahhey.Umamadidsaykanene,

thoughtshewasjokingbutlikeforrealsbabes,

youpushingthis?

Ismileandshrug

Him:Listen,ImsorrythatIdidntcometoyour

momsfuneralbabes.IwasinJozithatweek.

ButyouknowIllmakeituptoyoupromise.

Whereyouattending?



Me:Stellies.

Hescreamssodramaticallyandclapshis

hands

Him:Metoo.OoooyouandItogetherlikethe

olddays.Thetwohotties.

Ilaughsoloudandhehugsmeagain.

Him:Chomzagivemeyournumbersowecan

dolunchtodaycauseyouandIneedtocatch

uponeverythingwemissed.

Weexchangenumbersandhavelightchats

untilthetruckarrives.Thenewspapersare

deliveredandLamlarunsandgrabstwo.We

bothscanforournumbersinthenewspapers

separately.MynumberpopsupandItakea

hugegulpofairbeforeIread.Myeyesare

glassyfromholdingbacktears.Iwipewithmy

sleeveandstartreading.Allmysubjectsare

writtenthere.All9.IscreamandhugSazi.

Jumpingaroundandcrying.Lamlaalso

screamsandhugsme.Wecryandlaughand



actcrazyalltogether.Ipassedguys.With

distinctions .Mama,canyouseeme?
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~Melisizwe~

IvetriedcallingThandotodaycauseherresults

arecomingouttomorrowandtriedtowishher

goodluckbutIguessshedoesntwanttotalkto

me.Thisweekhasbeenhecticandinsteadof

goinghomefortheweekend,Ihadtogoto

Nigeriaforbusiness.BeautifulcountryImust

sayandYonelaenjoyedherself.Yeahthatsright,

ItookYonelawithmetoNigeriabecauseI

wantedtomakeituptoher.Shemustfeelso

sadknowingImmarriedtosomeoneelsesoI

spoilherwithaffectiontoremindherthatshe

hasmyheart.Imbeginningtoreallyloveher

becauseInolongerfeelguiltywhenIsayIlove

hertoo.

Notoncethisweek,diditcrossmymindtocall

Kanyi.Imreallyabadhusbandtohershame



andIshouldgethersomethingtoapologise.

Mondaymorning,ImbackinSouthAfrica.

YonelahasgonebacktoworkandIvedecided

totakethedayoff.Idrivebackhome,Iwantto

surprisemyfamilyandThando.Iboughthera

beautifuldiamondnecklaceandmatching

earrings.Thecentrepieceisahugeemerald

diamondthatremindedmeofhereyes.Its

exquisiteman.

Igethomeandfindmysisterswashingdishes,

Simisjustsittingandtalking.MomandDadare

cuddlingonthecouch.

Mama:Heybaby.

Tata:Haibo.AmInotyourbaby?

Argthesetwo.

Mamagiggles

Her:Hayimpasubanomona(dontbejealous)!



Me:Hiparents.Howareyou?

Tata:We'regood.

Saziwalksin

Her:Heybro.HowwasNigeria?Whatdidyou

bringme?

Shegivesmeasweetsmile.Buthowdoesshe

knowaboutNiger?Ididnttellher.

Me:Dadreally?

Tata:What?Shedidnthearitfromme.

Her:Itwasonsocialmediawethu,withyouand

SisYonelaatsomedinnerlookingallcosy.It

wascute.

Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!

Tatagivesmeonehellofalookandshakeshis

head.

Him:Kanyisaisinherroom.ButIthinkshes

preparingtogoout.

Mama:Sheshould.Shesalwayscooopedupin



thishousewithus.Sheneedssomeairshame.

Iturnandleavewhilemyparentsaretalking.Im

sonervoustogototheroom.IfSaziknows

aboutNiger,thenKanyiknows.Sazi

akanasifubakalok(cantkeepthingstoherself).

IknockandIhearasoftcomein.

Iopenandfindhercombingherhairinfrontof

themirror.

Me:Hey

Her:Hello.

Me:Youlooknice.

Her:Thanx.

Idontknowwhattosay.Ifeelsoguiltyanddirty

standinghere,knowingverywellthatshesaw

meonsocialmediaandIdidntcallherthe

wholeweek.IfeellikeIvebeencaughtwitha

mistress.Shit.



Me:Igotyousomething.

Her:Oh?

Shesnotlookingatmetheentiretime.Igoover

toherandhandthegiftbagtoher.Shestops

whatshesdoing,wipesherhandswithwet

wipesandopensthegift.Herfaceisblank,in

factshealmostlooksdisgusted.Yhosomuch

foreffort.

Her:uhmthanks,butnothanks.

Shehandsthegiftbacktomeandtiesherhair

andcleansup.

Me:Whynot?

Her:Notmystyle.Butthanksforthethought.

Youstaying?

Herwordsaresocoldandhereyesevencolder

Me:No

Her:okay.Well,seeyouwhenyoudecideto

rememberme.Gottago.



Withthatshegrabsaratherheavybag,and

leaves.Istandthere,dumb.Whatjusthappened?

~Thando~

ThenerveofMelisizwe.Tothinkhecanjustbuy

melikethat.Rhaaauyandiqhela(hedoesntsee

me)!Fuckenhell.Isaygoodbyetotherentsand

kissSimonthecheek.Tatainsistsonme

takinghiscar,ablackGTIandmamaforcesme

totaketheseveralR200notesthatsheforcibly

givesme

Her:Hayhayhay.Andifunnova(Idontwantto

hearit).YouremydaughtertoosoImusttake

careofyou.Enjoyyourselfandbesafemybaby.

Imsoproudofyou.

Ismileandhugher.Isaluteutata(ourthing

wethu)andleave.ThewholewayImshaking

withanger.Whatawaytostartmywonderful

day,butIwontlethimruinmyday.Myphone

buzzesanditsacallfromMaki.Ianswerand



shescreamsandsingsandululates.Makihas

mynumbersoshecancheckmeinthepapers.

Afterawhileshedecidestospeak,

Her:Congratulationsmybaby.OhhowIwish

umamakhowouldseeallofthis.Youareagem

tobehold.Ihopeyourhubbyspoilsyourotten.

Thatlastpartclenchesmyheartandmorethan

anything,makesmeangry.Itleavesabitter

tasteinmymouth.Husband?Mxm.Melisizwe

isanythingbutahusbandtome.Makade

atshate(hemustmarry)uYonelasoallthis

sneakingaroundcanstop.

Me:ThankyouMaki.Imsuremamasproudof

myresults.Youandherweretheonlypeople

whokeptmemotivatedtodobetterandbe

more.Thankyou.

Her:Itsapleasuremylove.Anuyhingand

everythingforyou.

Me:Iknow.ThatswhyIloveyou.



MyvoicechokesonthelastlineasIholdback

mytears.Imemotionallycrumblingatafast

rateandIcantcontrolit.

Her:Youdontsoundokay.Whatswrong?

Me:Nothingmama.Idontwanttotalkaboutit.

Her:Wellcallmewhenyoudo.Iloveyoubye.

Me:Bye.

Ihangupandlookforparkingatthepacked

parkinglot.

LamlaisalreadyseatedatthecoffeplaceandI

walkuptohim.Ivechangedmyattireinthe

bathroomtojeansandanoffshouldershirtand

pumps.Ivetiedmyhairintoahighbunand

wearingloopearringsandmaroonlipstick.Im

sohot.Myring?Imtemptedtotakeitoffand

putitinmypurse.KalokuwhenMelisizwe

handedmethegift,therewasnoringonhis

fingersoclearly,hedoesntcareanymoreso



whyshouldInottakethisringoff?

Anyway,wesitandtalkforawhilewithLamla.

HetellsmeabouthisboyfriendMarkandwe

takealotofselfies.Guys,youknowhow

Iphonescameraistheshit?Yhofam.Iwasso

gorgeousonthatphonescamerayeer!Some

magazinetypeshit.

Him:Howismarriage?

Ijustsighandshrug

Me:IdratherwishIwasnt.

Him:Why?Isithorrible?

Me:Noitsnotthat.Justitwouldbesoniceto

experiencewhatfree-fallingloveislikeyou

know?Somethingthatsnotforced.Bea

teenagermanandenjoylife,notsomeone

strangerswife.

IsmileatLamlaandhehugsme

Him:Imsorrybabe.



Me:Itsokay.Atleasthismomisnicetomeso...

Henodsandwewalkaroundsomemore.We

settleforSpurliketheoldtimesandeat.After,

hetakesmetoShimanskyJewellerswherehe

buysmeabeautifulsimplenecklace.Weargue

becauseIdontwantit,itsaroundR3000buthe

buysitanywayandforcesmetowearit.Itsso

gorgeousagainstmyneck.Later,wegototable

mountainandhaveaglassattherestuarant

there,overlookingthewholecity.Lamlareally

knowshowtospoilsomeone.IwishMelisizwe

couldbelikethistoo.Ha!WhoamIkidding?Im

sureheislikethiswithhistruelove.Fuckwhy

didheagreetothis?Ineedtodigandfindout

soIcanwormmyselfoutofthispathetic,

embarrassingmarriage.

Afteralongday,Igethomeandtakeamuch

neededrelaxingbath.LamlaandIare

whatsappingnonstopandlaughing.During



dinner,ImwearingLamlasnecklace.Hegotus

ahisandhertypeofthing.IcanseeMelisizwe

isfumingandgivingmenastylooksbutIcould

notgivetwofucks.Afterdinner,Iwashthe

dishesandgototheroomwhereIfind

Melisizwepacing.Hethrowstheempty

jewelleryboxathim

Him:Whatisthis?

Me:(calmly)anecklace.

Him:Sowenayougoaroundacceptinggifts

fromstrangers?Didyourboyfriendbuyyouthat?

HeisroaringwithangerandImcool.

Me:No,mybestfriendLamlaboughtmethis.

AndIaccepteditbecauseheboughtthisforme

outofthegoodnessofhisheartandnotasan

afterthoughtorawaytosoothehisguilty

consciounce.

Withthatbeingsaid,Iwalkofftotheclosetand

heslamsthedoorasheleaves.Rha!Whothe



fuckdoeshethinkheis?
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~Melisizwe~

Imfumingwithrage.Imliterallyshakingwith

anger.

Mama:Whatswrongbaby?Youlooksomad.

Tata:Mxm.Whateveritis,hehasnoreasonto

besuka.

Igivedadadeathstare.

Me:Imfinema.Seeyoulater,Imgoingout.

Tata:Thereyougoagain.MkmIwonderhow

Kanyisamustfeelknowingherhusbandisnot

eventrying.Mkmumntwanomntu.

Withthatbeingsaid,hewalksoutandheads

upstairs.Isit'pissMelisizweoff'daytoday?

Yeman!Igositnexttomaandlayonherlap.

Sheplayswithmyhair,itfeelsgood.

Her:Meli?



Me:Ma?

Her:WhyareyoutreatingKanyilikethis?

Me:likehow?

Her:Likesomefloozywithnoemotion?

Iattempttomovebutsheholdsmyheadfirmly.

Her:Iveseenhowdistraughtshewasthisweek

andIknowthatmustbeyourdoing.Didyoucall

heratall?

Me:No.

Her:Why?.

Me:Ivebeenbusy.

SheliftsmyheadandIsitupstraight.

Her:Evenduringthenight?Sobusyyoucant

evenaskhowsheis?Youdorealisethatshes

youngandunlikeyou,thebestyearsofherlife

havebeentakenfromher?Melisizwekuthen

umphethikanjeumntwanawabantu(whyare

youtreatingKanyilikethis)?Shestryingand



you?Busygoingonromanticget-awayswith

Yonelawhileshesitsandsuffersinsilence?

SHEDOESNTDESERVETHISFROMYOU.Stop

punishingherforyourfathersdoings.

Withthatsaidshestandsandleaves.Dad

comesdownstairsinhisdrscoatandbriefcase.

Guesshe'sbeencalledin.Kalokuutataisa

pediatricianandalsosometimes,deliverstoo.

Kanyicomesintothelounge.

Kanyi:Tata,canyoupleasedropmeoff?

Tata:Youcanusethecarnje.Imrunninglate

mydarlingsorry.

Shesmiles

Her:Itsokay.Thankyou.

Dadrushesofftothekitchen

Me:Whereyouheaded?

Her:Gym.

Oh?



Me:oh.

Shegivesmeafakesmileandleaves.

ImsittingatthedinnertableoppositeKanyiand

shesnotevenlookingatme.

Mama:KanyiandMeli?

Webothturntolookather

Mama:Myofficeafterdinner.

Us:Okayma.

Sim:ooooo!Iyhuuuwi!Alaladudu!

Shesaysthatshakingherhand.Wealllaugh.

Mxmcrazychild.

Afterdinner,wegotomomsstudy.

Shesitsandwestand.

Her:Whatsgoingonbetweenyoutwo?

KanyiandIbothsaynothing.

Her:Ndiyathetha(Imtalkingtoyou)!Melisizwe,



whereisyourweddingring?

Fuck!Itsinmycar.HowcouldIbesostupid.

Me:Inmycar.

Her:Whyisitnotinyourfinger?IsKanyi

marriedtoyourcar?

Ishakemyhead.

Her:andyouKanyisa?Whatsgoingon?

Kanyisa:Nothingma.

Her:TellmethetruthKanyisa.Whyhaventyou

spokentoMelithisweek?

Kanyisa:BecauseIrespectmyselfenoughto

knowwhenImnotwanted.IknowthatuBhuti

spendshiseveningswithuYonelasoIrespect

hisprivacy.

Mama:Butyou'rehiswife.

Kanyi:Withallduerespectmama,thatsallIam

andwilleverbe.UYonelahasBhuti'sheartand

soul.HowcouldIevercompetewiththat?And



whywouldI?KnowingverywellIllloseinthe

end.

MyheartbreakswhenIhearthosewordsfrom

her.Yho.

Mama:Kanyisa,pleaseleaveus.Iwanttotalk

toMelisizwe.

Shenodsandleaves.

Mama:Melisizwe,mntanam.Whathappenedto

you?Whendidoubecomethiscoldpersonhe?

IfyoudontfixthiswithThando,youwillnever

marryYonelaImtellingyou.Nowgetout.

Intheroom,myheadisfilledwithallthat

Thandosaidintheoffice.

Me:Whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidthatsall

you'lleverbe?

Sheturnstofacemeandfrowns

Her:Pardon?



Me:Whatdidyoumeanwhenyousaidthatthe

onlypersonyou'lleverbeismywife?

Her:Imeantthatyou'llneverlovemeoreven

pretendto.You'llnevercareformeoreventry.

Ifitsnotyourparentsforcingyou,thenyoudont

evenbother.

Me:Whatmakesyouthinkthat?

Her:Youractions.Theysingadifferenttuneto

yourwords.

Me:Thando.Imsorry...

Her:Pleasejustdont.Juststopwithyour

meaninglessapologiesBhuti.Theydomore

harmthangood.

Me:ThenhowamIgoingtofixthis?Us?

Her:Idontknow.Goodnight.Imreallytired.

Sheturnsoverandsleeps

ImleftinmythoughtsastohowImgoingto

makethisbetter.Makeuswork.Notbecauseof



momsayingthatIwontmarryYonelaifIdont,

butbecauseThandodoesdeservebetterthan

whatImofferingher.

~Thando~

Iwakeupaloneinbed.ItsTuesdayso

Melisizwemustvegonebacktowork.Igo

throughmydailyroutineandgoouttothe

kitchen.Mamaisalreadyupwearingshortsand

acasualtop.Welleveryoneis.Ifeeloutofplace.

Mama:Morningbabyface.

Iblush

Me:Molwenima.

Her:Hayigochangeyounotgoingoutlikethat.

Andtakethatdoekoff.Imissyourhair.

Ismileandgotomyroom.Igetinandlookfor

myshorts.Theyrenottooshort.Justabovethe

kneeandashirtthatslightlyshowsoffmy

assests.Icombmyhairandwearloops.Iwear



mywhitechucksandloopearrings.Itakeahair

tiewithmeandgoout.

Siphe:Yhuinweleezingakababes(somuchhair

babes)

Ismile

Me:Molweni.

SisNomsaandSisOlwethulookatmeand

gasp

Them:Suchflamesbabes.

WealllaughandBhutLangaandthetwins

greet.IgreetandgotakeSim.

Me:Hibooboo.Whatswrong?

Shepoutsandburiesherheadonmyshoulder

andcries.Othersmallkidscomethroughand

Imintroducedtothem.

ItakeSimupstairsandgotoherroom

Me:Whatswrongprincess?

Her:Mommydoesntwantmetowearmyboots.



Me:Butitshotnjena

Her:Noitsnot.

Me:comeIlltalktomommyforyouokay?

Shenodsandwipeshertearsaway.Igetout

herpinksandalsandshewearsthem.WhenI

gobackdown,Melisizweisstandingthere

lookingtoogoodinhisjeanshortsandnavy

vest.Hisshirthugshismusclessogorgeously,

yummy!

SimasksmetoputherdownandIdo.

Melisizweexcusesusandtakesusouttothe

poolarea.

Him:Youlookgood.

Me:Sodoyou.

Him:Congrats.Momshowedmeyoursymbols.

9distinctions?Thatsincredible.

Iblush



Me:Thankyou.

Hetakesmyhandandleadsmearoundthe

house.TheresaAudiSUVwithabigredbowon

it.Hehandsmeasmallbox

Him:Congrats.

Imshocked.Woah!Isthiscarforme?

Iscreamandclapandjumpinoneplace.

Him:CanIgetahugatleast?

Ipracticallyjumponhimandgivehimahuge

hugandwrapmylegsaroundhiswaist.He

chucklesinmyear.Imovefromhisshoulderto

hislips.Theyaresosoftandsucculentdamn.

Wekissforaverylongtime.Slowlyand

passionately,tastingeachotherintheprocess.

"Eeeeeeuw!"IgiggleinMelisizwesmouthand

pullaway.Isuddenlyfeelshy.

Iunwrapmylegsfromhimandstepdown.

Guys,Melisizweisawholeheadandshoulder

tallerthanme.Anyway,heholdsmeand



whispersinmyear

Him:Dontmove.Orwe'llscarethekids.

Iturntofindhisdickhardonhisleg.Shit.

Him:Thisisallyourdoing.

Igiggleandhepullsmeclosertohim.Myback

tohim.Everyonecomesaroundandwedrive

out.

Weallhaveasplendiddayattheparkhavinga

picnictogether.Thenweallheadouttothe

beach.Sazigivesmeabikinitochangein.

Everyoneiswearingbeachattire.SisNomsa

givesmeanextrasarongtowraparoundmy

waistandSipheshadestowear.Itienyhairup

andIlooksocute.Wealltakepics.Melisizweis

withhisbrothersinthecarschattingand

drinking.Hedoesntwanttogointothewater

withus.

Him:Youlookhellafineinthis.Yhobabydamn!



Comeletsgo.

Hetakesmyhandandwegetintohiscarand

driveoff.Westopatthisluxurioushotelandhe

carriesmein.Imagine!HesaysImlighterthan

beforeanditsbecauseofallthestresshes

beenputtingmethrough.Hefeelsbadand

wantstomakeituptome.Anyway,weget

insidethepresidentialsuiteupstairsandhe

carriesmeinfromtheelevator.

Me:Wowthisissobeautiful.Yho.

Iwalkaroundandhesonmytail.

Him:Ididntbringyouheretolookattheview.

Me:Thenwhydidyoubringmehere?

Isaywithmyhandsonmyhips.

Him:Forthis...

Hecomescloserandkissesmewhilehishands

takeoffmybikinitopandhisfingersfindmy

cooch.Igroanandpressmyboobsonhis

chest...



Aftertheheavylovemaking,welayonthefloor.

Istartgiggling.

Him:Whatssofunny?

Me:Nothing.

Heresthethingsnhe?Iknowyouguysthink

thatImgivingmyselftooeasytoMelisizwebut

thetruthis,Ilovehim.WithallthatIam.Iknow

itsaone-sidedloveandhemaynotfeelthe

sameaboutme,butIcanthelpit.Hehasmy

heart,mybodyandsoul.Howstupidright?
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☆4monthlater..☆

~Melisizwe~

Thepastmonthshavebeensplendidwith

Thando.Wehavegoneoncountlessdates,to

themovies,flightstoJoburganddinnerin

restuarants.IstillhaventsaidIlovehertoo

becauseImnotsureifIdo.DoIhavestrong,



unexplainablefeelingsforherthatseemto

growdaily?Yes.YesIdo.Buttotellherwould

seemabitfarfetched.Andbesides,Ilove

Yonelasomuch.Yesterday,Iwentshoppingfor

engagementringsbecauseImgoingtopropose

toYonelatonight.Iwantustogetmarriedsoon

soallthissneakingaroundbetweenuscan

stop.Ihatemakingherfeellikemymistress

becauseshesnot.Todaymarksour1year

anniversaryandImbeyondnervous.Theresa

knockonmydoorandItellthepersontoenter.

ThedooropensandYonelacomesin.Looking

allsexyinherjeansandtopwithheels.Shehas

braidsinherhairthatistiedupinabun.She

lookslikeshesbeencrying.Istandupandgoto

her

Me:Heybabywhatswrong?

Shethrowsherarmsaroundmeandlaysher

headonmyshoulder.Imbeginningtoworry.

Me:Pleasebaby,youmakingmeworry.



Theresaknock,andStuartcomesinwithout

waitingforananswer.BehindhimisThando.

Fuck!Howawkward.

Stuart:Illcomebacklater.

Thandojuststandsturnsandwalksaway.

Fuck...whatdoIdonow?

Aftersometime,Yonelapullsawayandsmiles

atme.Sheopensherpurseandpullssome

smallpicture-likecardoutandhandsittome

Me:Uhm...whatamIlookingat?

Her:Yourchild.Impregnant.

Igaspandlookather,thenthecard,thenher

again.Iscreamandpickherupandspinher

around.Shesgigglingsosweetly.WhenIput

herdown,Igiveheronehellofasmooch.She

pullsaway

Her:Younotmad?



Me:WhywouldIbe?

Her:Youknow.Consideringthefactthatimnot

yourwife.

Me:Inmyheart,youwerealwaysmywife.

Shesmilesandatearfallsdownherface.

Me:Howfaralongareyou?

Her:3months.

Imshocked

Her:Ididntknowbaby.Justfoundoutacouple

minutesago.

Me:Doesntmatter.Allthatmattersisthatwe

knownow.

Ikisshersopassionately.Shepullsawayand

saysshesgottogobacktoworkbutwillsee

metonight.Assoonassheleaves,ifindmyself

dancingandjumpingaroundmyroom.Ohmy

gosh,Imgoingtobeadad.



~Thando~

AfterseeingMelisizwewithYonelaembracing

likethat,myheartjusttoreoutofitssocket.My

eyesareburningfromcryingandIcanhardly

seetheroad.ButbyGrace,Igettomy

apartmentandcryingmyheartoutinbed.Icry

untilIfallasleep.

WhenIwakeup,Ihaveaheadsplitting

headacheanditlooksdarkoutside.Imtootired

andemotionallywreckedtocooksoIllgoget

RomansPizza.Igetoutofbedandlookatthe

time,itsalmost7pmandnomissedcallsfrom

Meli.ClearlyImnotimportant.Igrabmycar

keysandgo.Ifindmyselfdrivingto

SummerstrandtomeandMelishouse.Yeahwe

kindoflivetogether,bythatImean,duringthe

weekendsifIdonthaveclass.Duringweekdays,

IstayatanapartmentinStellenboschbecause

itsawasteofpetrolandtimeconsumingto

drivefromStrandeverydaytoStellenbosch.



Igettothehouseandfindthatitsabitdark

inside.IgoinandIfindrosepetalsscatteredall

overthefloorleadingsomewhere.Ifollowthe

trail,totheoutsidearea.Throughthesliding

door,IseeMelisizweononekneewitharingin

hand.Ohmygosh.Thereisviolinsplayingand

littlefairylightsshiningallaround.Itsadream

thatIcannevergettolive.Luckily,hedoesnt

seemesoIturnonmyheelandrunout,

slammingthefrontdoorbehindme.Istartmy

engineanddriveoutasfastasIcan.Im

uncontrollablysobbing.Thisisit.Thisisthe

endofthebeginning.Igettomyapartmentand

callErin,mynewbestfriend.

Her:Hello

Me:CanIcomeover.Please.

Her:Noproblem

Me:Pleasepickmeup.Iminnostatetodrive.



Her:Betherenow.

Isitinmycarandcontinuesobbingand

screaming.Ikbewthatthiswasgoingto

happenbutIdidntthinkitwouldhurtthisbad.I

thoughtmeandMeliwerefinallyprogressing

forwardasamarriedcouple.Butitwasalla

facadetocoveruphisrealintention.Melihas

neverlovedmeandtodayprovesitall.Iwail

harder.TheresaknockonmywindowandIfind

Erinstandingtherelookingsosad.Iclimbout

andfallintoherarms.

Her:Whatswrong?

Ishakemyheadandsaynothing.

Atherhouse,Eringivesmepizzaandwings.

ButIwantmore,sowegotoKFCandget

dunkedwingsandicecream.

Her:Babeyoustilldontwanttotalkaboutit?

Me:Myhusbandismarryingtheloveofhislife.



AndIllsoonbetossedasideliketrash.

Isaythatwithnoemotionwhatsoever.

Erin:Dontyouhaveasayinallofthis?

Ishakemyheadno.

Erin:BabeImsosorry.IstheresomethingIcan

do

Me:CanIhideoutherewithyouforthenext

coupleofdays?Ipromisetocontributetowards

rentandpetrol.

Shelaughs

Her:Noproblem.Butnototherentandyesto

petrol.

Ismileatherandweendupwatchingamovie

together.Webothdonthaveclassthenextday

sowechillandgotothemallandwatcha

movie.Ifeelsosickasoflate.IfIdontvomit,I

feelnauseousthewholedayandkaktiredtoo.

ErinhasbeenhintingIdoapregnancytestbut

Ivebeenbrushingheroff.



ButtodayIthinkImgoingtogo.Imnotfeeling

anybetter.

Me:Letsgotothegynae.Imnotfeelinggood.

Her:Yes.

WegotothedocandIpeeinacupandhe

drawssomeblood.

Him:Wellcongratulations.Yourepregnant.

Imnumb.Dumb!Fuck!

Me:Howlong?

Him:Laydownandletscheck.

Wecheckanditconcludes9weeks.Stillearly.

Thatstwomonthsright?

ErinisoverthemoonandImjustsilent.Sigh.

IstaycampedatErinshouseandMeliiscalling

nonstop.Idontansweratallandhesleft

countlesssms'askingwhereIamandthathes

worried.Psht,please!Worriedmyleftass.On



Thursday,Itexthimtellinghimifhewantsto

seemehe'llfindmeathisparensplaceon

Fridayevening.MondayistestweekandIm

morethanprepared.Ivebeenstudyingmyass

offsoImjustgoingtoseetheparentsonFriday

andcomebackSaturdayeveningsoIcanbrush

uponmyworkonSunday.AndalsoIwantto

breakthenewstoeveryone.

ThedrivetoCapeTownfromStelliesislong

andstrainuousonme,yho.Igethometofinda

lotofcarsparkedoutsideexceptforMelisizwes.

WhenIopenthedoor,Saziattacksmewitha

hug.SimcomestomescreamingandIpickher

upandspinheraround.Igreeteveryonewhos

here,whichisMelisbrothers,theirwivesand

kids.Igreeteveryoneandhelpoutinthe

kitchen

Siphe:Yousoyellow.Stelliesikuphethi

kakuhle(Stelliesagreeswithyou)

Iblush



Me:Enkosi.

Olwethu:Younotpreggies?

Ilaughandshakemyhead.Imnotreadytotell

themmaybeoverdinner?

Nomsa:Mmmmm!!We'llseeaboutthat

Me:Yeswe'llsee.

Ohgoshtheycanseerightthroughme.

Afterawhile,Meliwalksinhand-in-handwith

Yonela.MyheartsinksrightthereandIm

tonguetied.TheygreeteveryoneandYonela

greetsme

Her:Heysister-wife.

Me:Hello.

Her:Yougood?

Me:Wellthankyouandyourself?

Her:Imgood.



Me:Congratulations.Iknowhowmuchyoulove

eachother.

AlleyesareonusandImascoolasa

cucumber.Iftheyexpectdramafromme,then

sorrytodisappoint.

Her:Thankyou.

Shewinksandsmilesatme.Itsadevioussmile

andmineisgenuine.

Weallsitandeatduringdinner.Conversationis

flowingandImquiet.Myheartisinmymouth

andmysoulhangingbyathread.Mythoughts

aredisturbedbyMelisizweclinkingaglass.He

risesandallourattentionturnstohim.

Him:Thankyoueveryoneforcoming...

Ituneoutforabitwethu,athislongassspeech

butmyattentioncatchesonagain

Him:Imheartoannouncemyengagementto

YonelaKhesaandalsobringtoyourattention

thatwe'llbeexpectingourfirstchildtogether.



Ifeelairleavemybodyandcomebacklikea

tonofbrickstomychest.Icanfeelthetears

comingbutIhaltthemintheirtracks.Siphe,

OlwethuandNomsaseyesareonmebutI

choosetoremaincool.Theresquietforabit

andthencongratulationsflowaround.Sim

comesandsitsonmylapandlaysonmychest.

ItellhertogotohermomquicklyIneedthe

bathroom.Sheobliges.

Me:Congratulations,uhm,excuseme.

IdontwaitfortheirrepliesasIgetup,grabmy

purseonthekitchencounterandgogetinmy

caranddriveoff.IseeMelisizweandhisfather

intherearviewmirrorasIdriveaway.

ImparkedatthebeachandIsitnearthesand.

ImalonehereandIletmyemotionsout.I

screamoutinfrustrationandjustsinktothe

floor.Tata,whyhaveyoudonethistome?
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~Thando~

Aftercryingforsometime,Ifinallygather

myselfupandgogetsomeicecream.My

phonehasalotofmissedcallsandmessages

askingwhereIam?IgetSaziandSimsome

chocolates,chips,juiceandairtimeforSaziand

drivebackhome.Igetinsideandfindthecars

stillthere.IopenandSimjumpsonme

Her:Wherewereyou?Whydidyouleaveme?

Me:Ineededsomespaceangel.ButImall

yoursnow.Youcansleepwithmetonightnhe?

Shesmilesandnods.Icarryherintothelounge.

Mama:Thando,pleasesit

Me:Nomama,Imtired.Ijustwanttorest.

YonelaandMelisizweareseatedlookingatme

andIwalkoutwithSimonmyhip.

Wegotomyroomandwebathtogether.Shes

splashingandtellingmeaboutcrechandIm

laughing.



Her:Nextweekismybirthday,areyoucoming?

Me:Ofcoursebaby.Wouldntmissitforthe

world

Her:Whatyougoingtogetme?

Ilaugh

Me:Itsasuprisekaloku.

Her:Oh.

Me:Yougettingoldernow.HeyIgotyou

somethinginmycar.Letsgofetchit.

Her:Willyoucarryme?

Igiggle

Me:Okay.

Iwearagownandcovermyheadwithadoek.

MeliwalksinwhileImbusydressingSimand

laughingwithher.

Him:ImgoingtodropoffYonelathencome

back.



Me:Oh.

Him:Weneedtotalk

Me:Idontthinktheresanythinglefttosay.Your

actionshavealreadyspokenforyou.

Heshakeshisheadandturnstoleave.

Sim:DoesthismeanIcantsleephere?

Me:Ofcourseyoucan.

Ipinchhercheeksandwegoout.SheinsistedI

wraponeofmydoeksonhersoIhaveandwe

looklikemomanddaughter.Howcute.

Wegooutandfindumamasayinggoodbyeto

everyoneandImjustmute.Imovemycar

becauseIveblockedBhutKamvaandparkat

thefarend.Simiswithme.Itakeoutthe

plasticandwegointogether.Saziissoquiet

andsoisSuzi.Igivethemboththeirairtimes

andgotobed.



InthemiddleofthenightImwokenupbya

sharppain,Meliisnotinbedwithme,justSim.

AtfirstIignoreit,butthereitisagain.Thistime

muchstronger,Ifindmyselfscream.

Me:Sim!Sim!Sim!

Her:hmmm?

Me:Babypleasewakeup.

SheopenshereyesandIattempttogetupbut

itstoopainful.Ireachbehindmeandswitchon

thelamp.

Me:Gocallmommybaby!QuicklySim..

aaaaah!!!

Iscreaminagony.Yhonowthatwasahuge

oneandifeelmypantsarewet.Itouchand

whenIretrievemyhandtheresblood.

Simisshocked.Ohthisisgoingtoscarherfor

life.Shegetsupandshetooistaintedwith

blood.Ohno.

SherunsupstairstohermomsroomandIcan



hearhershouthermomsname.Hermom

screamswhensheseesher.Probablythinks

thebloodishersbutSimisshoutingmyname.

Her:NoMommy!!!Itsnotme.ItsSisi!Daddy

wakeup!!!Daddy!

Simisaverydemandingchild.Shecanscream

thishousedownifshehasto.

Mydoorburstsopenandmamaandtatabarge

in.Iopenthesheetsandmamagaspssodoes

utata.

Me:Tatapleasehelpme.Mamandiyanicela(Im

beggingyou).

Mamastartstocryandtataliftsmeup.

Tata:UphilomnqunduunguMelisizwe(wheres

thatfucker,Melisizwe)?

Me:Akabuyanga(hedidntcomeback).

ImcryingsomuchIcanthelpmyself.Mamais



inthebackbesidemebrushingmyhairand

holdingmyhand.

Me:Iwantedtotellyou.IreallydidMama.But...

but...

Tata:Itsokay.Itsnotyourfault.Mamaiscrying

Her:ImsosorryThandokazi.Ifailedyou.Im

sorrybabychild.Pleaseforgiveme.Forgiveme.

Wegettothehospitalandimtakento

emergencyimmediately.

Afterawhile,thedrconfirmsthatImiscarried

andImcleanedupafter.Iturnoverandroll

myselfintoaballandjustballmyselftosleep.

IwakeupwithMelisizwesvoicebrushingmy

hairandapologising

Him:Thando,pleaseforgiveme.Inevermeant

forallofthistoenduplikethis.Imsorryfor

bringingyoupainlikethis.Please...



IturnandImeyetoeyewithhim.Hiseyesare

redandhelookslikehesbeencrying.

Me:Leave!

Hestakenaback.Hedidntexpectthisfromme.

Him:Thandopleasedont..

Me:MelisizweMvelase,getout.Haventyou

doneenough?Whatmoredoyouwant?Mysoul?

Takeit.Youvealreadydestroyedmyheartand

trampedalloverit.NowIsayitagain,leaveand

gotoyourpreciousYonelaandgoliveyour

happyeverafter.Kakade,whyareyouhere?He?

Justgo.Now!

Hesighsandwipesawayafallingtearand

walksaway.UmamawalksinandImjustnumb.

Inolongerhavetheenergytocryanymore.Im

drained.Shehugsmeandcriesonmyshoulder.

Her:Imsureyouhateme.

Me:Icouldnever.Evenifyouthrewmetothe

dogs,Idstillneverhateyou.



Her:Imsorry.Imsosorry.

Imbeyondhelpless.Ivelostmyfirstbaby.I

wonderwhatitcould'vebeen.Maybeitwould've

beenababyboyorgirl.

ImdischargedthefollowingdayandIm

dreadinggoingbacktothehouse.Whenthe

gateopens,thereareafloodofcars.Fuck!Is

nothingsecretiveinthisfamily?Istepoutofthe

car,stillinabitofpainbutitsnotsomething

thatIcanthandle.Iwalkslowlytothehouse,

dreadingtogoin.Iopenthedoorandgotothe

lounge,whereIfindMelisfacebetweenhis

handsandthefamilyinsilence.Simissitting

onthegroundplayingwithherdolls.Igoin.

Siphelooksatme,sodoesNomsaandOlwethu.

TheireyesareredandSiphesnoseispink

Me:Hello.

Them:Hi.



Sim:Hisisi.Areyoufeelingbetter?

Me:Yeah.CanItalktoyoupleasebabycakes?

ShecomeoverandIgoonmykneesandhug

her.

Me:Imsorryforwhatyousawbaby.

Her:Whywereyoubleedinglikethat?

MywordsgetcaughtinmymouthandIdont

knowwhattosayanymore.Mytearsflow

unwelcome

Her:Isitme?

Me:No!Nobabyanddontyouforasecondever

thinkthatokay?

Her:Promise?

Me:Promise.

Her:Soyoubetternow?

Me:YesIm100%better.

Her:Okay.



ShewrapsherlittlearmsaroundmeandsodoI.

Ipickherupandgototheroomwithher.Itake

anothershower,along,scorchinghotshower

andIcomeout.SimisnottherebutMeliis.

Sittingwithhisheaddown.Helookssogood

butIhatehimtothecore.

Him:Iknowyouhateme.

Me:Canyoublameme?

Heshakeshishead,no.

Ichangeintoadressandwrapmyheadina

doekandgetreadytogodealwitheveryone.

MelisizwelookslikeshitbutIcouldntcareless.

Yeshealsolostachildbutitcanneverhurthim

thewayithurtsme.Atleasthegetsanother

fromYonela,andwhereamIgettinganother

one?Ibroughtasmallback-packandputitin

mycar.Igobackinandhelpwithlunch.The

moodissomberaroundthehouseandImjust

vibing.Nomsa,OlwethuandSiphegivemea



longgrouphug,cryingbutImtoonumbtoallof

this.LunchisbeingpreparedandImjustnotin

themood.Melisizwewontdarespeaktome

bevauseheknowswhathesdoneisthecause

ofthishollownessinmysoul.

Mama:Yougoingbacktoday?

Me:Ewema.

Her:Why?

Me:TestweeknextweeksoIcantskipatall.

Imwritingeverydaynextweek.

Her:Okay.

ShelookssoterribleandIthinksheblames

herselfforMelisizwesdoings.Butkeattheend

oftheday,shecantmonitorhim24/7.

Melisizweisagrownmanwhomakeshisown

decisions.Hechosetonottalktomefirst

beforeproposing,hechosetonottellmethat

hesplanningontellingthefamily,hechosenot

totellmeasideaboutYonelaspregnancyand



hechosenottocomebacklastnight.Maybeif

hehadtoldmebeforehand,allofthiswould

nothavehappened.Butke,intheend,Imthe

onewhosstupidforfallingforatakenmanwho

usedmeforsex.Andnow,Impayingtheprice.

Mama:Kanyisa?Hello?

Imsittngatthedinnertableandcompletely

zonedout.Ididntrealisethatmytearsare

fallingdownmyface,Iwipethemandlookat

umama.

Me:Ma?

Her:Dontyouwanttogoandliedown?

Me:Nothankyou.

Siphe:PleaseKanyi.

Shegentlysqueezesmyhand.

Me:Imokay.Really.

Igiveherareassuringsmileandlookatmy

plate.Itsempty.Iminnomoodforfood.But



beingaroundeveryoneishelpingabit.

Sim:SisKanyi?

Ilookatherandsmile

Me:Yesbaby?

Shecomesandsitsonmylap.Shewhispers,

ratherloudly,inmyear.

Her:Well,rememberwhenyouweremaking

lunchwithmommyandeveryone?

Inod

Her:YeahwellIwenttotakemynapandI

dreamedalittleboysaidthatImusttellyou

thathelovesyouandBhuti.Anditsnotyour

faulthe'sgone.Butyou'llalwaysbehismommy

inheaven.

MyheartclenchesandIcryholdinglittleSim,

wholookssoconfused.Thereisnowayshes

makingthisup.Noway!
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~Melisizwe~

Thingswereneversupposedtoturnoutlikethis.

Everythingisspirallingoutofcontrolanditsall

myfault.Whenutatacalledmetothehospital,I

didntexpectwhatIheard.Andworseofall,

Thandoblamesme.Andwhyshouldntshe?Ive

causedhernothingbutpain,butthisisthe

worst.Thewayshethrewmeoutconfirmedmy

suspicion,sheabsolutelyhatesme.Imcrushed

insideout.

Butyouknowwhatpainsmemost?Thatlittle

Simwastheonetowitnessitall.Andwhere

wasI?LayingbesideYonela,brushingherbelly.

Sim:AreyoucryingbecauseofmeSisi?

Thando:Nobaby.Thankyoufortellingmeyour

dream

Sim:Itsapleasure.Areyouleavingtoday?

Thandonods

Sim:Isitbecauseyouwereinhospital?



Thando:No,becauseIhavetogotoschoolon

Monday.

Sim:Oh.Butyoupromisetocometomy

birthday?

Thando:Iwouldntmissitfortheworldkid.

Sim:No,saypromise

Thandolaughsthroughhertears

Thando:Ipromise.

Sim:Andtobringpresents?

Thando:Andtobringpresents.Whatdoyou

wantforyourbirthday?

Simwhispers,loudlyatthat,inThandosearthat

shewantsaunicorn.Ifindmyselfsmilingatthe

thoughtthatthisisgoingtobemesoon.

Intheroom,IwatchThandopack.

Me:Areyouokaydrivingback?



Shesaysnothingandcarriesondoingwhat

shesdoing.

Me:Ididntmeanforallofthistohappen

Thando.Pleasedontshutmeout.

Her:Melisizwe...

IknowwhenshecallsmebymyfullnameImin

trouble.

Me:Baby..

Her:Dontbabyme.Dontyoudare!Khonawhat

areyoudoinghere?

Shelooksatmewithsuchdisgust.Ouch!

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Whyarentyouwiththeloveofyourlife?

Celebratingyourengagementandbabyhe?

Me:HaiboThandohowcanIwhenwejustlost

ourbaby?

Her:Ilostababy.ME!NOTYOU.ME!

Me:Buthewaspartofmetoo.



Shelaughs,sarcasticallyandshakesherhead.

Her:Right.FunnyhowwhenI,nowe,needed

you,youwerentthere.Yaziyoumakemesick.

Tothecore.Tellme,doyouenjoyseeingme

breakapart?Cry?Hurt?Humiliated?

Me:No.

Her:Thenwhydoyoudoit?Doyouknowhow

embarrassedIwastofindoutthatyoure

engaged?Andumithisilengaphezulu(Andgot

herpregnantto)?InfrontofEVERYONE?You

dontevenhavethedecencytocallmeandtell

measideonwhatyouwereplanning?

Ikeepquietandkeepmyheadbowed.Ifeel

somethinghitmychestandhearthedoorslam.

Whenilookonmylap,itsThandoswedding

ring.Ohno.Thiscantbeover.Notnow,notever.

~Thando~

ItssohardtosaygoodbyetolittleSim.



Especiallyafterwhatsheswitnessed.Ipray

thatitdoesntaffectherinfuturebecauseshes

tosmalltobetraumatisedbyallofthis.

ThedrivetoStellenboschisdepressingand

cold.IdrivetoErinsapartmentandcallherto

opemformeatthegate.ShedoesandIgoin.I

gouptoherfloorandknock.Assoonasshe

opens

Her:Heybabymama

Iletthetearsfall.Sheengulfsmeinahuge

bearhugandIcryonherchest.Inbetween

tears,Itellherwhathappenedandshecries

withmetoo.Theresaknockonherdoorand

herboyfriend,Jason,comesin

Him:Hibooboo.Whatswrong?

Thatsmycuetoleave.

IassureErinthatIllbeokayandIreallyjust

wanttorest.Butshesmorethanwelcometo

comeSunday.Sheagreeseventually.Ihug



Jasonandleave.Myphoneringsandits

Melisizwe.Aaargwhatthefuckdoeshewant

fromme?

Me:Hello?

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:Myapartment.

Him:WellImhereandyourenotsotellmethe

truth.Areyouwithyourboyfriend?

Me:Youresofullofshityouknowthat?!

Idropthecall.Imfumingwithangerandas

soonasIgettomyapartment,uzondibonauba

ndibhinqentoni!(He'llseewhatImcapableof).

IstopbyKFCandgetsomefoodforhimandI.

GoshIdontknowwhyIstillcarenxanddriveto

myapartment.Iparkmycarandwalktothe

secondfloor.Iliveinabachelorpad.Itsreally

prettyandbigandkindofmanly.IfindMeli

seatedatthedoorwithhisheadbetweenhis



legs.Iclearmythroatandhelooksup.

Him:Hi

Irollmyeyesandopenthedoor.Hecomesin

too.Iopenthefridgeandpourmyselfsome

juice.Hecomesaroundandopensthe

cupboardslookingforplates.

Him:CanIsleepheretonight?

Ijustlookathim.

Me:Youpaytherentso...

Him:Butitsyourlivingspace.

Me:Youdoasyoupleaseanywaysoitdoesnt

matter.

Iknowthatmustvehithimwhereithurtsbutits

true.Itsaround7soIgogetchangedintopjs

andtakemybooksouttomystudycorner.

Him:Yougoingtostudy?

Me:Yeah.

Heremainsmute.Good,causeifhewereto



replyIdontknowwhatIddo.ImsoangrythatI

canfeelmyhandsshaking.

Him:SoshouldIgo?

Me:Yes

Him:Okay.ButIllbebacktomorrow

Me:For?

Him:Whatdoyoumean?Foryou.

Me:Why?

Him:HaiboThando?

Me:No,donthaibome.GotoYonelaandleave

mealoneplease.Justletmebe.Please

Melisizwejustgo.

Hecomescloserandholdsme.Hewhispersin

myear,

Him:Iloveyou.

Ijustlaughandpullaway.

Him:Whyyoulaughing?



Me:Attheliesthatyoutryingtofeedme.

Him:Itsnotalie.ThandoIdoloveyou.

Me:Mxmsomelovethatmustbe.

Helooksatme,hurtbutIcouldntcareatall.He

turnsandleaves.

~Melisizwe~

Wow.IjusttoldThandoIlovedherandshe

laughed.YhothechestpainsImexperiencing,

aretoomuch.ButIguessIdeservedthat.You

shouldveseenthewayshelookedatmeasshe

said:"somelovethatmustbe".Shelookedso

anryanddisappointed,buthereyeswerefilled

withsomuchhate,itpainsmetothecore.I

haveonlymyselftoblameforallofthisbutI

willnotgiveuponThando.HerandIwillwork

throughthis.Itdoesntmatterhowlongittakes

butIwillnotloseherIrefuse.Ivelefther

weddingringonthecounterandleft.Ive



bookedintoProteaHotel.Icantgohome.My

phonerings,itsYonela

Me:Hibabe

Her:Hilove.Whereyou?

Me:WithThando

Her:Oh.Okay.Whenyoucomingbackhere?

Me:Monday.

Her:Oh.ButImissyou.

Me:Yeahbutsheneedsmebabe.

Her:ButIneedyoutoo.

Me:HaikeYonela.Ispendthewholeweekwith

youandonlyseeherweekends,bereasonable.

Her:Mxm.

Shedropsthecall.Sigh.Illdealwothher

Monday.ItstimeIfocusedonThandofora

change.



Themorning,Iwakeupandshower.Ihaveno

clothestochangeintosoIgotothemalland

buyclothesfromMarkhamandundiesfrom

Woolworthsandchange.Ispotabeautiful

necklacefromAmericanSwissandbuyitfor

Thando.Ihopeshetakesitthistimearound.

Idrivetoherapartmentandknock.Noanswer.I

knockagainandIhearasoft'coming'inside.

Sheopensthedoor,wearinghergownandher

hairamess.Whenshepullsthedoorwider,her

gownopensandIseeabitofherbreast.Fuck.

Me:Morning.

Her:Hi.

Me:Nohug?Nokiss?

Her:No.

ShesaysthatwithsuchannoyancethatIdecide

nottopush.

Me:Getready,we'regoingoutforbreakfast.

Shesighsandretreatstothebedroom.Ifollow



behindherandsitontheready-madebed.She

takesoffhergownandImusttellmyselfnotto

gettemptedbyherbody.Ilookaway.

Her:Imdone.

Iliftmyheadandsheswearingjeansandatop.

Withpumpsandoneofmyjackets.Hey,Iguess

hopeisnotlostafterall.

WeheadouttoSummerstrandandeat

breakfast,incompletesilence.

Me:Thandokazi?

Her:Hmm?

Me:ThereisnoamountofsorriesIcansayto

fixthis.Us.ButIamsorrhforbreakingyour

heartandtearingyoursoul.Itwasnevermy

intentiontomakethingsturnoutlikethis.Yes,I

shouldveconsultedyoufirstbeforegoingtothe

familyandIamtruellysorryaboutthat.From

nowon,IlltalktoyoufirstbeforeIdoanything,



asmyfirstwife.

Shesaynothingandnods

Me:AndwhenIsaidIlovedyouizolo,Imeantit.

Notbecausewe'regrievingthelossofourson

butbecauseItruellymeanitwhenIsayIlove

you.Ido.AndallIaskisthatyougiveus

anotherchance.Givemeanotherchanceto

makethingsrightbetweenusandbethe

marriedcoupleweare.Pleasesthandwasam,

dontgiveuponussoeasily.Imbeggingyou.I

cantloseyou.Notnow.

Shelooksatmewithatearfallingdownher

faceandIkisshercheekandwipethetear

away.

Sheclearsherthroatandgivesmeaweak

smile.

Her:Ijustneedtime.

Me:Andthatsgoodenoughforme.

Ipullherbyherchinandplantakissonherlips.



Sheresponds.WhenIpullaway,shepullsme

tighteranddeepensthekiss.
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~Thando~

Imlyinginbedthinkingaboutmybreakfastwith

Melisizwe.WillheeverchangeorwasIjusta

lovestruckfoolwhowastooscaredtostand

herground?Imean,Ikissedhim.Why?Icannot

begintoexplainmyreasonsbecauseIhadnon.

IjustwishhedidntloveYonelathenmaybeId

believehimwhenhesayshelovesmewhichby

thewayhesaidagainbeforeIgotoutofhiscar,

hoursago.IputmyhandonmybellyasIthink

aboutmybabyboy.Mytearscomeunwelcome

andstingmyalreadypainingeyes.Idontthink

anyonecouldeverfathomthegriefyouget

whenyouloseyourfirstchildoranychildfor

thatmatter.Apartofyoursoulgetsrippedout

ofyourbodyandyourheartshattersinto

infinatepieces.Irollovertomysideandletout



abodybreakingwail.

NickiMinaj's-DungeonDragonwakesmeupin

themorningandIdragmyheavybodytothe

shower.OnceImoutIwearjeans,hoodieand

sneakers.Iminnomoodtomakeaneffort

causeImdrained.IcantbelieveImwritingthe

wholeofthisweek.WellexceptforFriday,

thankGoodnesscauseIplantogetfuckedup

drunkThursdaynight,soIcanremovethis

evergrowingpaininmysoul.Igrabandapple

andmakemywayout.AsIopenthedoor,Im

metbyErinholdingtwocupsofcoffeeanda

puffyface.Shesbeencrying

Me:Hey.Whatswrong?

Her:Really?Wejustlostababyhowcanyou

askthat?

SeewhyIlovethisgirl!IwishMelisizwewas

likeher.Sigh.



Me:Ohyeah.IhopeIdidntruinyourdatenight.

Her:Strangely,yourgriefbroughtmeandJason

closer.

Me:Andhereyouwere,readytodumphim

Shegiggles

Her:Ithoughtheonlywantedthecookiejar

mos.Butno,hewasscaredofme.

Ilaughoutloud.ItsbeenawhilesinceIve

laughedlikethis.

Me:Shamepoorguy.ButImhappyforyou.I

wishIcouldexperiencewhatyouregoing

through.

Her:Yeahmetoo.

IjustbreakdownandcryonErinsshoulder.Im

sotiredofpain,Ijustwanttobehappy.

Her:Itwillgetbettermyfriend.Itdoesntrain

forever.Somedayswillbesunnyandothers

cloudy.Itsuptoyouwhatyoudowhenthe



weatherchanges.

Shekissesmyforeheadandhugsmetighter.

Wegoandgetinhercarandlistentomusicthe

wholeridetoschool.

TheexamishecticbutIstudiedhardsoImglad

Iwentinthereprepared.Idriveto

Summerstrandandgotothemalltoshopfor

Simsgift.Inoneofthejewellerystores,Ifinda

necklaceformomsanddaughterssoIgetone

formeandSim.ItsaheartlocketsoIaskthe

shopassistantforassistance.Iwanttoputa

picofmeandherinhersandthesameinmine.

Igototheprintersandprintoutthepicsandgo

backtothejewellerystoreandhesaysIshould

comecollectitonWednesday.Igotothetoy

storeandluckilyIgetahorseteddybearwitha

horn.Andthengotoakidsclothingstoreand

buyherapinkdressandheels(shelovesthem).

Simisabeautiful,darkbeautywithdimplesand



longlashes.GorgeousItellyou,Iwishshewere

mine.AtthemallIbumpintoYonelaand

Melisizwe.MyheartdropsbutIkeepmy

composure.IdontknowhowImmanagingto

keepcool.Melisizwelooks...different.Ismile

Yonela:Hey.

Me:Hello.

Her:Fancyseeingyouhereduringtheweek?

GoshIwanttorollmyeyesbutIwont.

Composurebabes,composure.

Ijustsmile.

Me:Wellitwasniceseeingyou,enjoytherest

ofyourafternoon.

Igivethemmysweetestsmileandwalkpast

them.

Impacinginmyapartmentbutwhy?Shesgoing

tomarryhimsoonsomightaswellgetusedto



theidea.Butshemustnotfuckwithme,causeI

cangetverynasty,veryquicklyandshe'llend

upnotmarryinghim.Nx!

Aftersupper,Isitatmydeskandcontinue

studyinguntillate.Theresaknockonmydoor

anditsLamla.Baaaaaaabes!

Me:Honeypie.

Him:Dontyoudare.Whatkindoffriendareyou?

Me:WhatdidIdo?

Him:Youloseyourbabyandyoudonteventell

me.

Me:IwantedtotellyouwhenIwasstrong

enough.Idontwanttobreakanymore.

Lamlaengulfsmeinahugandcriesonmy

shoulder.Itsapainfulsightbecausehesalways

bubblyandcheerfularoundme.Himandhis

boyfriend,Mark.Theytreatmeliketheirbaby

sisandalwaysmakesureImgood.

AfterawhileLamlapullsawayandwipeshis



tears

Him:PleaseThando,cometomewhenyounot

okay.Imayjokearoundandbeanuisanceat

times,butthatsbecauseIprefertobethe

reasonforyoursmile,notyourtears.Butthat

doesntmeanyoushouldntcometomewhen

youhurt.Imhereforyounomatterwhatokay?

Inodandhewipesawayanescapingtearwith

histhumb.Hekissesmeonthecornerofmy

mouth.

Him:Iloveyou

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

"WHATTHEFUCK?"

WebothturntoseeamadMelisizweatthe

door.Ohhowirritating.Imtemptedtorollmy

eyes.

~Melisizwe~



Isshefuckingserious?Shescheatingonme?

Really.

Her:(calmly)helloMelisizwe

Guy:Ohisthisthehubby?

YesMotherfucker.Iamthehubby.

Me:Caretoexplainwhyyou'rekissingmywife.

Her:Lamla,Illseeyoutomorrow.Pickmeupso

wecancatchup.

Ohisthisthe'friend'Lamla?Nx!

Lamla:Sure.Bytheway,Markistheonewho

insistedonthewine.

Wine?Whatwine?Thandoblushes.Shes

fuckingblushing?Inmypresence.Thelevelof

disrespectfromthiswomanisastonishing.

LamlacomesmywayandImovefromthedoor

andheleaves.Iclosethedoorbehindhim

Her:WhatdoyouwantMelisizwe?Imstudying.

Isshejoking?Shemustbejoking.



Me:Isthatyourboyfriend?

Sherollshereyes,annoyed.Andittakesallthe

strengthinmenottothrowtheglassonthe

tableagainstthewallandbeangry.

Her:No.ThatsmygayfriendLamla,whowas

heretocomfortme.

Me:mmm...Ihopeforyoursakeyouretelling

thetruth

Her:Hehake.Unlikeyou,Idontsneakaround

anddoshadyshit.Soifyoucandomeafavour,

pleasekindlyexcuseme,Imwritingtomorrow

andifIcantbeamother,atleastletmebea

graduate.

Yhothatlastlinepunchesintomyheartandit

dropstomystomach.Thandohasawayof

makingmefeelsmall,yer!

Me:Icametocheckonyou.

Her:Why?ToseeifIhaventcrumbledfrom

seeingyoualllovey-doveywithyoursoulmate?



Nahboo,Imgood.

Hey!Thandoisthrowingsomehardpunches

mywayandIhavenochoicebuttotakethem,

causeIdodeservethem.Iremainmute,unable

tospeak.WhatcanIsayafterthatbigblow?

Me:CantIcomecheckuponyouwithoutbeing

scrutinized?

Her:Youcanbutyounormallydonthencethe

scrutiny.Theonlytimeyouevercomehereis

foragreatfuckthenyouleavemelikeImsome

loosewhore.

Yho!Ouch!Whatwasthatfor?

Me:LetmegobeforeIdosomethingIllregret.

Her:Please.

Iputthegrocerybagonthekitchencounter,

giveThandoonelastlookandleave.Wow!So

muchfortrying...



~Thando~

Rha!YeereMelisizwethinkshecanhavethe

bestofbothworldsnhe?Hey!Hayiletmefocus

onthesebooksbeforeIdwellonthatissue

further.

ThursdayrollsaroundandImexcitedthatIm

donewithtestsfornow.ItstheendofMay

today,whichmeanspayday!Mymomspolicy

paidoutasumofR400000,whichIveputinto

mybanktopaymeoutR1000everymonthend

forentertainment.Melisizwepaysformy

everythingandgivesmeanallowanceofR5000

wheneverIwantit.TheR1000frommom,I

sometimesendupnotneedingsoIputitinmy

savingswiththerest.Anyway,ErinandIgoto

theliquorstoreandstockuponsomebooze

butnotalot.Enoughforpredrinksaswewillbe

headingouttoCubanaandalltheotherclubs

aroundStellies.ImexcitedcausesinceIvebeen

tovarsityIhaventgoneclubbingcausethings

weregoodwithMeli.Well,thatwasthenthisis



now.Wehavesomelightsandwichesand

predrinkswhilewegetdressed.

AtCubanaErinandIaredancingoutheartsout

andsmokingoka.Fuck.Thisisthebesttime

Ivehadinalongtime.Well,youthlikefun.Im

laughingandflirtingandbeingcrazy.Thejoys

ofbeingyoung.Iseeanoldermarriedcouple

comeinanddancetogether.Cuteman.Itake

shotsandImdancingthemaway.

Me:Erinletsgo.Imtired

Her:Ithoughtyoudneversay.Myplacenhe?

Me:Yeah.

Erinsplaceisclosersowegothere.

Welayingonthebed,eatingchipsandice

creamandlaughing,whenErinstartskissing

me.Imshocked.

Her:Thando,letmemakeyoufeelgoodplease.

Makemebettertoo.



InodandshetakesmyclothesoffandItake

hersofftoo.Sheskissingmyneckandboobs

andcaressingmybody.Itsheavenly.She

eventuallyreachesmyparadiseandlicksme

reallygood.Itsheavenly.Hertonguecirclingmy

clitandherfingersmovinginandoutofme.Its

indescribable.Mylegsquickenbeneathmeand

beforeIknowit,iletoutamasskveorgasm,

splashingherfaceintheprocess.Shesmiles

andgetsontopofmegrindingherbodyup

towardsmymouth.Shesitsonmyface,her

pussydirectlyonmymouthandshestarts

grinding.Islipmytongueinsideherholeand

moveitupanddown.

Her:Yesbaby,tonguefuckme,yeah.

ItturnsmeonsoIgrabherlegsandlowerher

down,sittingupintheprocess.Assoonas

shesonherback,Ifinerfuckherhard.She

grindsandscreamsandcumsonmyfingers.

Damn.



Sherollsoverandtakesoutadildo.Itsadual

pleasuredildoandrollsoverandslidesitinto

herpussy,herlegsspreadwideoverherhead

Her:Comerideonme.

Igetontopandstraddleher,slidingthedildoin.

Itfeelssogood

Her:Fuckmehard.

ShegrabsmyassandIstartmoving.Fuck,you

shouldveheardthemoansandgroansthat

camefromourmouthsaswefuckedeach

other.WhenIwasnearing,sheflippedmeover

andfuckedmetillmypussuburned.Ihad

multipleorgasmsthatleftmecrashingontop

ofher.Damnthatwasgood.
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~Thando~

IwakeuptoanakedErinwrappedaroundme.

WhatisitwithherandMelisizwe?Igently

untanglemyselfandstandtogopee.Ihavea



largehangover,thatsgotmyheadsplittingin

two.Onceinthebathroom,Ishowerandcome

out,Erinisstillsleeping.Igetdressedandgrab

mycarkeysandgo.

IgettomyapartmentandMeliisalreadythere.

Asuddenwaveofguiltgoesthroughmybody

butisquicklyreplacedwithalongingand

hungerforhim.Helookssogoodstandingnext

tohiscar.Igetoutofmineandwalkintothe

building.

Him:Wherewereyou?

Me:Out.

Him:Whydidntyousleephere?

Me:BecauseIwasout.

IwanttolaughsobadbutIwont.Hegrabsmy

arm

Him:Wheresyourweddingring?

Me:Hereathome.



Him:Youreallytestingmypatiencenhe?

Isaynothingexceptmakethat"mngqca"sound.

Imtoohungoverforthisshit.

Me:Whyareyouhereanyway?

Him:You'resocheekynhe?ThandoImwarning

you!

Me:Orwhat?Yougoingtohitme?Takeaway

myschooling?GoaheadBhuti.Youvealready

brokenmesojustfinishmeoff.Yhuhayiube

undingxolelandinebhabhalaza(busymakinga

noisewhilstImhungover)

Him:Uyaselangoku?(Youdrinknow)

Me:Ewekaloku.Imusttorelievemyever

achingheart.KnowingImsecondbestbyforce.

WatchingthemanIlove,lovesomeoneelse.

Watchsomethingthatwillneverhappentome

happentosomeoneelse.Isawyouproposeto

her.InOURhome.

Istartedtocry,Iwasfumingwithanger.I



wantedtokickhimoutbutIwont.Notthistime.

Iwanthimtoseehowmuchhesbrokenme,

howmuchofalove-sickfoolhesturnedmeinto.

~Melisizwe~

SeeingThandocryandbeingthecauseofher

tearshurtsme,deeply.Idontknowhowtofix

thisanymore.MaybeifIlethergo,she'llbe

happyandIcanstophurting.ButasmuchasI

wantto,Icant.Myheartandsoulwontletme.

Imdrawntoher,spiritually.SomethingIdont

havewithYonela.IfindmyselfdoingwhatIve

neverdonebefore.Prayingformywomanand

strangely,IalmostalwaysprayforThando.

Me:Thando...

Sheliftsupherhandandshakesherhead.

Her:PleasedontMelisizwe.Pleasedontfeed

meanymoreofyourlies.Imtiredofthem.For

once,justtellmethetruth.



Me:thetruthaboutwhat?

Her:Doyouhonestlyandtruellyloveme?

Me:Yes.

Ianswerinaheartbeatbecauseitsthetruth.

Shenodsandwalksoff.Probablygoingto

change.Igotothekitchenandfixhera

hangoverdrink.Worksmagicwithmybrothers

soitwillsurelyworkforher.Iwalkintothe

bedroomandsheschangingintoadress.

Me:Here...

Her:Thanx.Whatisit?

Me:Hangoverdrink.

Shesmellsitandpullsaface.

Her:Euw!Whatsinit?

Me:Youdontwanttoknow.Justdrink.

Sheswallowshardandlooksatme,thenthe

drink.Shepincheshernoseandgulpsthedrink.

Shepullsafaceandholdshermouth



Her:IthinkImgoingtothrowup.

Me:Dont.Wait,Imcoming.Justdontthrowup.

Igotothekitchenandgethersomejuiceand

honey.Iwalkbacktotheroomandherhandis

stillonhermouth,shesgagging.

Me:Here.

Shetakesthejuiceanddrinksit.Thensqueezes

honeyonherfingerandsucksonit.Damn!I

findmyselfmoaning.Shit!Iinstinctivelyturn

andwalkaway,notbeforeIhearhergiggle.

Thedrivebackhomeisquietwithonlymusic

playingbetweenus.Ireachoverandlockmy

handwithhers.Sheturns,smilesandholdsmy

handfirmer.Seemslikenotallhopeislost.As

wenearCapeTown,shespeaks

Her:Bhuti.

Me:Hmm?



Her:CanIgosleepatahotelplease?

Ilookather,searchingforreasonsinhereyes.

Her:Imnotreadytosleepinthatroom,thatbed,

thehouse.Itsallalittletoomuchtoosoon.

Please

Me:Itsokay.Illbookusin.

Her:Nojustme.Iwanttobeonmyownplease.

Me:Okay.ButIllcallyouokay?

Shegoesquiet.Andlooksoutthewindow.I

sigh.ItstimeIsteppedup.Forrealthistimeno

morebullshit.Icallahotelandbookherin.We

gettothehotelandIhelphersettlein.

Her:PleasetellSimthatIllbeatherparty

tomorrowokay?

Me:Okay.IguessIllseeyoutomorrow.

Her:Okay.Sleepwell.

Me:Yeahyoutoo.Andifyouneedanything,Im

aphonecallaway.Pleasecallmebabe.



ShenodsandIpullherinforahugandsoft

peckonthelips,thenleave.

Atthehouse,Ifindthemseatedatthedinner

table.

Me:Heyeveryone.Hidad,Himom.

Langa:Imnoteveryonemna.

Me:Oho!

Sim:WheresSisi?

Me:Shescomingtomorrow.

Sim:Oh.CanItalktoherplease?

Me:Aftersupper.

Shesmilesandgiggles.

Mama:Simgoupstairshoney,Illbewithyou.

Simgetsupandleaves.AndsodoesSaziand

Suzi.

Tata:Whereisshe?



Me:Atthehotel.

Mama:Haibowhy?Didyouguysfight?

Me:NoMother.Shejustcantbaretobeinthe

roomyouknow,afterallthatshappened.

Kamva:Areyoutreatinghergood?

Me:Yeahhaibo.

Khanya:mmm...Ihopeyounotneglectingher

becauseofYonela.

Me:Haikengoku!Imnotgoingtosithereandbe

interrogatedandbejudged.AndIseethatyou

guysseemtoforget,thatIalsolostachildnot

justuKanyisa.

Langa:Butunlikeheryouhaveanotheronthe

way,yena?Anddontforgetthatyouwerent

herewhenshelostherbabysodontcomehere

andtrytoactthevictim.

Mama:NoLanga.

Langa:Nomama,no.Imtiredofyoualways



defendingMelisizwe.Cantyouseethathe's

breakingKanyisaapart?Melisizweisselfish

qha!WeallsawhowKanyisawasshockedand

hurtwhenheandYonelacameprancingin

announcingtheirengagement.Clearly,hedidnt

consulther.Hestakingadvantageofherlove

andwhenshefinallybreaks,he'llhavenoone

elsetoblamebuthimselfnx!

WiththatbeingsaidLangagetsupandleaves,

pushingmeontheway.Yho.Wow.Isay

nothingandturntogotomyroom.Im

speechlessandmyspiritisbroken.Ilayonthe

bedandtheresasoftknockinmyroom.

Me:Yeah?

Simcomesinholdingherteddyinherverypink

pyjama.Shelookssocute.

Her:Canwecallsisinow?

Inodandgesturehertocomelienexttome.I

takeoutmyphoneandcallThando.Shepicks

uponthethirdring



Her:Hello?

Me:Hey.Theressomeonewhowantstotalkto

you.

IhandSimthephone

Her:HiSisi.

Thando:Hibaby.Imissyou?Howareyou?

Iwalkawaytotheclosettochange,leavingSim

totalktoThando.AfterImdoneIgobackout

Sim:AndthenshesaidImugly.

Shewasintears.

Thando:Imsorrybabybutyouknowthatsnot

truenhe?Youresobeautifulandwarmandkind

andbubbly.Youhaveaheartofgold.Youcould

neverbeuglyevenifyoutried.Dontlistentoher.

ShesmeanandIllhaveastrongtalkwithher

okay?

Sim:Okay.

Thando:Pleasedontcrymybabybecauseyou



makemeworryandsadwhenyoucry.

Sim:OkayIllstop.Itsmybedtimenow.Love

you.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.GivethephonetoBhuti.

Her:Okaybyeseeyoutomorrow.

Shehandsmethephoneandkissesmycheek.

Her:Night.

Me:Night.

Sheleaves.

Thando:Thanksforthat.

Me:Itsapleasure.

Her:Wellsweetdreams.Goodnight.

Me:Goodnight.

Duringthenight,Itossandturnthinkingabout

whatLangasaid.Theguiltiseatingmeup

insideandIcanttakeitanymore.SoIgetup



andleavethehouse.IdrivetoThandoshotel

andcallher.

Her:Hello.

Me:Pleaseopen.

Her:Okay.

Iwaitabitandsheopensthedoor.Lookingso

cuteandinnocent.

Her:Whatswrong?

IcantholditinanymoreandIjustcry.Shepulls

meinandwrapsherarmsaroundme.

WeinthebedroomandImlayingwithher,still

crying

Her:Bhutiyoumakingmeworry.Whatswrong?

Thewordsjustdontseemtocomeout,onlymy

tears.Howisshestillwithmethroughthis?Ive

brokenherandshesstillhere.Isitbecause

sheshonouringherfatherswished,forher

educationorbecauseshereallycatesabout



me?Eitherway,Langaisright.IfIdontpullup

mysocks,shesgoingtoleavemeeventhough

Imstartingtofallforher.Shecomfortsmeand

rubsmybacktillIfallasleep.
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~Melisizwe~

Iwakeupaloneinbed.Myheadisheavyandso

aremyeyelids.Isearchinbedformyphone,

finditandlookatthetime.Ihavesomany

missedcallsfromYonela,Tata,Mama,Langa

andthetwins.Myphonebuzzes,itsSazi.

Me:Heybabyface.

Shegiggles

Her:HelloBhuti.Umamawantstoknowwhere

youare?

Me:ImwithThando.Illbetherenow.

Her:Okay.Causeshewantsyoutocomehelp

setupforthebirthday.



Me:Okay.Imcoming.

Thandowalksin,dressedinlightbluejeans,

poloneckandoversizedjeanjacket.Itlookslike

oneofmine.Shesholdingatrayoffood.

Her:Morning.

Me:Hellomylove.

Her:Howareyoufeeling?

Me:Betterwithyouhere.

Sheblushesandsitsonthebedandhandsme

thetray.Isitupandstartdiggingin.Iholdupa

spoonfulofyoghurtandfeedher.Ismilewhen

sheresponds.

Me:Whenyoustartingwithexams?

Her:Thursday.

Me:Oh,youready?

Shesighsandshrugs.

Me:Yourebrightyou'llpasseitherway.



Her:Ihopeso.

Ipullherinandplantapeckonhersoftlips.

Her:Whatwasthatfor?

Ijustshrug

Me:CauseIcan.

Shesmilesandstands.

Her:Hurry.Mamaiscallingforyou.

Me:Ohyeah.Comesitnexttome,Imissyou.

Shesmilesandtakesoffherchucksandgetsin

nexttome.Shesnugglesincloseandwejust

sitlikethis.Insilence.

~Thando~

IreallydontknowwhatsgottenintoMelisizwe.

Sincewe'vegothereattheparty,he'sbeen

clingy.Followingmeeverywhereandholding

myhandlikealways.Ithinkitsfinallygottohim

thathehaslosthissonwithme.AsmuchasI



lovealltheattentionhesgivingme,Iknowits

notgoingtolastlong.IhopeYoneladoesnt

comebecausehe'llthrowmeawaylikelast

nightsrubbish.

Simisalsoanotheronewhosstucktomelike

glue.Shewantsmetocarryhereverywhereand

sheswearingmydressasherbirthdayoutfit

withablackPoloneck.Shelookssocutewith

herponies.

Siphe:WhatswrongwithMelisizwe?

Me:Idontknow.Hedoesntwanttotalkaboutit.

Siphe:Hesfollowingyouaroundlikeabigbaby.

Igiggleandoncuehewalksintothekitchen

andlayshisheadonmyshoulder.

Nomsa:Mhmmmm...

Ijustlaugh

Me:Hayisisi.

Olwethu:HayiMelisizwehamba(go).Women



onlyhere..

HelooksatOlwethuandsnugglesmyneck.He

reallyisofftoday.Usuallyhehasasnappy

comebackbutnottoday.Imreallystartingto

worry.

~Melisizwe~

Mymoodreallyisdamptoday,ontheoneday

thatweshouldbecelebratingSimsbday.Shes

ourlittleprincesssoweallmakeaneffortto

makeeverybirthdayofhersspecial.

Thando:Baby...

Ilooktoher.Shehasnevercalledmethat,Im

shocked.

Her:Whatswrong?Youreallymakingmeworry.

Me:Illbefine.Justsad.

Her:okay.Wellyou'llcometomewhenyou

wanttotalk.



Shekissesmyforeheadandgetsuptogo

outside.Shetakesmyhandandwego.

Thepartyisverychildlikeandnoisy.Yhokids

areloud.Thereisscreaming,crying,laughing

andshouting.ThankGodthisisonceayear

causeyhomyheadishurtingfromallofthis.

MyphoneringsanditsYonelasayingshes

outsidethegate.Sigh.

Me:Imcomingnow.

IkissThandoonthecheekandtellherIm

coming.ShenodsandplayswithSim

Outside,Yonelagivesmeahugesmoochand

hug.

Her:Imheretostealyouawayforaminuteor

two.

Me:Icant.ItsSimsbirthdayparty.

Her:Please,itwonttakelong.



Isigh.Inodandgetin.Shedrivestothedrs

office.Shewaltsinandwegointotheroom.

Dr:Goodafternoon.

Ismileandshakehishand.AndYonelasmiles

athimtoo,ratherseductivelytoo.

Him:Youreadytoseeyourfirstchild?

Ismilebutitdoesntreachmyeyes.Because

thereisasharppaininmyheart.

Yonelaliesonthebedandthedrdoeshisthing.

Thenthereisasound.Aheartbeat,mykids

heartbeat.Ifindmytearsforminginmyeyes

andtheybegintofall.Yonelasmilesatmewith

hertearstoo.Itssuchanamazingfeeling.

Imoverthemoonwithjoy.

Onthewaybackhome,wedropbythehall.

Her:BabyIwasthinking,thatmaybewecould

haveourweddingovertheJuneholidays.

Me:Sosoon?



Her:Yeah.Imeanweloveeachothersowhy

waitsolong?AndIwanttogetmarriedbefore

mybumpshowsandalsosothebabycanhave

yoursurname.

Ismileandkissher.

Me:Okay.

Her:Okaygood.CauseImsendingtheinvites

outnextweek.AndyouandIneedtogocake

tastingonMondayandgoforyourfittingon

Wednesday.Okay?

Me:Thatsfinebyme.

Her:Thankyoubaby.

Shekissesmeandhugsme.Wegointothehall

andtheweddingplannershowsusaround.I

hardlypayattentioncausethiskindofthing

boresme.Whenshesdone,wegoeatoutand

shedropsmeathome.

~Thando~



HowmuchofafoolamI?FuckIknewthatall

thisattentionIwasgettingwouldcometoan

endsoon.Butnotthisfast.Melisizwehas

disappearedfortherestoftheday.Imbeyond

madandIjustwanttofuckoffhome.How

couldhedothis?Playwithmyheartlikethis?I

cantleaveandamsureashellwillnotbe

sleepinginhisroomtonight.

Hecomesback,allsmilesandsmellinglike

anotherwoman.MustbeYonelasperfume.Im

lividwithanger.Luckily,thepartyhasdieddown

andwearekindofdonecleaning.Hetries

givingmeahugbutIshakemyhead.Thisisit.

Ivehadenough.AllthewholeImthinkinghes

beendepressedcauseofthemiscarriagebut

no!ItsbecausehesbeenmissinguYonela.Rha!

ImsomadIcouldspit.Andwhatpissesmeoff

more,isthathedoesntevensaywhenhes

goingandwhohesgoingwith.Iwasntgoingto

stophimbutitwouldshowsomecareand

respectformeandmyfeelings.Butno!As



always,Melisizwedoeswhathepleasesandto

hellwithme.Fuckenbastard.

Oncewedonecleaningandeveryoneleaves,I

headupstairsandputatiredSimtobed.WhenI

leave,sheasksmetolaywithherforawhileso

Ido.

ImustvedozedoffcauseImwokenupbymy

ringingphone.ItsMelisizwe.

Me:Yes?

Him:Whereyou?

Me:Simsroom

Him:Oh.Ivebeenlookingforyou.

Me:Okay.

Him:Areyousleepingtheretonight?

Me:Why?YouwanttosneakouttoYonela?

Hegoesquiet.



Me:Mxm.

AndIdropthecall.Idonthavetimeforthisshit.

Really.

ThedooropensandMelisizwecomesin.

Him:Canwetalk?

Me:Talk.

Him:Heywatchyourwords.

Me:Ifyoureheretotellmetowatchmywords,

thenIsuggestyouturnaroundandgotoYonela.

Him:Whatsupwithyou?Oneminuteyourup

andthennextyouredown.

Iletoutasarcasticlaugh

Me:Youreonetotalk.Melisizwe,Imtiredand

wanttosleep.Pleaseleavebeforeyouwakeup

Sim.

Hesighsandleaves.Notbefore,heshakeshis

head.Mxmtohellwithhim.

ThenextmorningIwakeupandcallacabto



pickmeup.IkissSimbyeandsneakouttothe

cab.Luckily,mypurseisonthekitchencounter

soIgrabitandleave.Thecabtakesmetothe

hotelandIpay.Igoinsidethehotelandgoto

myroom,whereIshower,changeintoblack

jeansandsweaterandheeledboots.Ihardly

wearheelsbuttoday,Ifeellikewearingthem.I

tiemyhairinahighbun,wearmyredlipstick

andcoatwithloopearrings.Ipackmybagand

callMam'Naledi.

Her:Heybabyface.

Me:Helloma.Imnotgoingtojoinyoufor

breakfastorlunchcauseImgoingbackearly

today.Butyesterdaywaswonderful,thankyou.

Her:YoumadeitspecialforSim.Thankyouand

allthebestforexams.

Theresasoundinthebackground,itsutata.But

umamagaspsandmoans.Euw!

Her:Listen,callyoulater.Iloveyoubye.



Shehangsupwithouthearingmyresponse.

Sies!IcallSaziandwechatforabitbeforeI

leave.Imtakingthetrainbackcausewetook

Melisizwescarhere.Igotoreceptionandpay

formyroom.Thencatchataxitothetrain

station.IbookaticketthenIleaveforstellies.

Therideislongprobablyanhourifnotmore

andthetrainisnotsopacked.

Iwalkfromthetrainstationtomyapartment,

dropmybagsoffandknockonLamlasdoor.

Thereisnoresponse.Iknockagainbutthis

timeIturntheknobandtomysurpriseitsopen.

Igoinandwalktohisroom,whereIfindMark

bentoverandLamlafuckinghimhard.

Mark:BabyImsorry...aahyoureintoodeep...

fuck...please...

Iturnandwalkout.Woah.
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~Thando~

SeeingthewayLamlafuckedMarkmakesme

missMelisizwesdick.Yhoguysthewaythat

manfucksmeistoogoodtoshare.Iguess

thatswhyImjealousofYonela.Sheprobably

getsitonthedailyandIgetitwhenuMeli

remembersImhiswife.Mxmmyfuck.My

phoneringsanditshim.Nah,Imnotinthe

moodforhisfakecareandcrocodiletears.

Honestly.

LamlaandMarkareshockedtoseeme

loungingonthecouch.

Them:Haibo!

Me:Youguysarereallyloudandafuckenturn

on.

TheylookatmewitheyeswideopenandLamla

smirks.Wealllaughandtheycomesitnextto

me.Markkissesmycheek.

Me:Sies.Dontkissmewiththatblowjobmouth.



Mark:Hahaohpleaseitsnotlikeyouevenknow

how.

Me:Youdbesurprised.

Him:Proveit.

Me:What?

Him:Yeah.Proveit.

MeandLamla:How?

Markstandsandgoestothefridge.Ohno.And

comesbackwithacucumber.Ohshit.

Heputsitinfrontofme.

Him:Suck.

Ilookathim,thenLamla,thenthecucumber

thenMarkagain.

Me:Areyoufuckencrazy?

HelaughsandsodoesLamla.

Mark:Relaxbabygirl.Iwontdoanythingtoyou.

Me:No.Imtoosoberforthisshitandbesides,



whatwillhappenwhenigethorny?Willyou

fuckme?

Marklaughs

Me:Exactly.Nowletsgoeat.

Theylaughatme.Mxmtheseidiots.Wewalk

outhandinhandwithMarkandLamlafollows

behindus.

WeatMarksplace,havingpizza,ribs,wingsand

wine.Theconvoisflowingandsoisthefun.

FuckIlovebeingaroundthesetwo.Theymake

mesohappyandforgetaboutmymaritial

problemsandlife.Myphonerings,itsErin

Me:Heyboo.

Her:Mxmfuckyou.

Me:Haibo?

Her:Areyouashamedofwhathappened

Thursday?



Me:No.

Her:Thenwhyhaveyoubeenavoidingme?

Me:Ihavent.JustthatwehaventspokenandI

wasgoingtocomesleepovertheretonightso

wecancatchupandmoveonfromwhat

happened.

Lamla:(whispering)whathappened?

Me:(whispering)fuckoff.

Erin:Oh.Whereyou?

Me:Withthecrazies.

Her:Putmeonspeaker.

Iputthephoneonspeaker

Her:Heyyouguys.

Them:Heyboo.

Mark:Wanacomethrough?Wehavingwineand

food.

Her:Mostdef.ShouldIbringdessert?



Me:Yeah.Icecream.

Mark:Andvodkaifyouhave.

Lamla:Wehavethedash.

Me:No,nomorealcohol.

Her:Argstopbeingascardycat.Iwontdo

anythingtoyou,youwontlike.

Mark:Woah!Wheresthatcomingfrom?

BeforeIcanopenmymouthErinspeaks

Her:TeeandIfuckedonThursday.

TheguysgaspandLamlalaughs.

Mark:WhatTheFuck?Thando!!!!

Irollmyeyesandgetupandgotothekitchen

togetanotherbottleofwine.WhenIreturnto

thelounge,MarkandLamlaaresuckingface

andmyphoneisonthetableringing.Gosh

thesetwo.Ipickupwithoutlooking.

Me:Hello?



Meli:Uphi(whereareyou)

Me:Out.

Him:Pleasecometotheapartmentnow.

Me:Fine.Givemeanhour.

Him:No.NowThandokazi.Now.

Hedropsthecall.Idontunderstandwhyhes

angryreally.IturnandLamlaisontopofMark

grindingonhim.Really?Thesetwo.Ipullthem

apart.

Me:Takemehomeandthenyouguyscanfuck

untilchristmascomes.

Lamlaisrockhardandhiseyesred.

Him:Yousuchafuckencockblock.

Me:Iknow.Letsgo.

BeforehecankissMark,Ipullhimbyhisarm

anddraghimaway.

Mark:IllgetyouforthisThando!



Ilaughandwalkout.Inthecar,IcallErinand

tellherthatImnotgoingtocomelaterbut

promisetoshecancomeoverMonday.Shes

coolwitheverything.

IwalkintotheapartmentandMelisizweis

sittingonthecouchdrinkingsomebrownstuff.

Him:Thando

Me:Yes?

Him:Doyouknowhowhumiliatingitistonot

knowwhereyourwifeiswhenbeingasked?

Me:Icanimagine.

Heythisisthewinetalking.Iswear.

Him:Yaziundidelewena(youresocheeky).

Me:Isit?

Imsocoolatthismoment,youguyashouldsee

me.

Me:Whydidyoucall?



Him:Haibo.Whatkindofdumbquestionisthat?

Me:Onethatneedsananswer.

Him:Whereyoucomingfrom?

Me:AnswermyquestionfirstbeforeIanswer

yours.

Hesoftens

Him:CauseImissedyou.

Me:Heeeeee!!!Hahahaamen!Why?IsYonela

notgivingyouthecookiesoyoureheretoget

fromme?Shame!

Him:Haibowhereisallofthiscomingfrom?

WhyisYonelaeveninthisconvo?

Me:Hayikaloku,wenayouonlyeverknowme

whenyouwantyourdicksuckedandwantto

poundmypussy.Wellkeshame,itsunavailable

now.

Melisizwechuckles.

Him:Meaning?



Me:Meaningthatthis(pointingtomyhoneypot)

isnolongeryours.Ithasanewowner,who

poundsittillitburns.

Inaspeedoflightening,Melisizwehasgotme

bymythoatagainstthewall.

Him:Thando,donttestme..

Me:Imnot.Imbeinghonest..

Hemoveshisheadcloserandhishandholds

myvag.

Him:Thando,dontpissmeoff.Oritwillgetugly

Me:Itsalreadyugly...

HesmasheshislipsonmineandImoan.As

muchasIwanthimtohaveme,Icantlethim

walkallovermesoIpushhimoffme.

Me:GoMelisizwe.Leave.GotoYonela.

Him:Soyoucangoandgetfuckedbyother

guys?

Hesayswhileliftingmylegsaroundhiswaist



andgrindingonme.

Me:No...MelisizweImbeggingyou.Pleasejust

leave.

Hesbreathingsoeroticallyandhisscent

heightensmytemptation.ButIneedtoholdmy

ground.IneedtostopthisbeforeIgiveinand

pullhiminmymouth.Hesighsandletsgoof

mylegssoIcanputthemdown.Hehuffs.

Him:Youreallywantmetoleave?

Me:Yes.

Him:Fine.Butifyoueverbringamanoveror

findoutyou'rebeingfuckedbysomeoneelse,

therewillbehelltopay.Youhearme?

Inod.Andheturnstoleave.

ItsnowThursdayandImmorethanpreparedto

writemyfirstexam.Imnervousbutready.

Lamlaiscomingtofetchmeandwe'lldrive

togethertoschool.Theresaknockonmydoor.



Me:Coming.

IgoopenthedooranditsMelisizwe,smilingat

me.

Him:Hello.

Me:Hi.Imonmywayout.

Heraiseshisbrowandlickshislips.

ThatalonedoesthingstomybodycauseI

couldreallyneedhisdicktocalmmedown.But

Illbelateandmisstheexam

Him:okay.Ijustcametosayallthebestfor

today.

Me:Thanks.

Istepscloserandputshislipsonmine.I

respondimmediately.Icantresisthim.Ourkiss

isslowandpassionateasifweareexploring

eachotherforthefirsttime.Itsheavenly.After

awhile,Ipullaway.

Me:(inahoarsevoice)Ineedtogo.



Him:Okay.Willcallyou.

IsaynothingbecauseIknowhewill.Asoflate,

he'sbeingattentive.Iwonder.ButkeasI

alwayssay,whatishiddenshallberevealed.

Him:Babe,IgetitImhotbutcanyoustop

staring?Itscreepy.

Ilaugh.

Me:NowyouknowhowIfeltthefirstdaywe

met.

Hesmilesandpecksmeonemoretimeandwe

walkout.Lamlahootshiscar.

Him:Baby!Come,wegoingtobelate.

Meli:Didhejustcallyou...?Infrontof...?Heee

iyadelalentwana(Thisboydoesntseeme).

Me:Ha.aBhutisuqalauchukukusasa(dont

startshitsoearly).

Helooksatmeandshakeshishead.BeforeI

getinthecar,hesmoochesmeandspanksmy



ass,makingmegroan.Hesmilesandwinksat

me.Heee!

TheexamishardasIexpectedbutIwas

preparedasalways.Aftertheexam,LamlaandI

goforicecreamandcatchupthenhedropsme

athome.WhenIgettomyapartment,thereisa

giftbymydoor.Ipickitupandgoinwithit.I

gettothekitchenanddrinksomewaterthen

openthegift!Ohmyfuckinggoodness,you

havegottobebullshittingmerightnow.Really?
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~Thando~

Itsaninvitation.Afuckeninvitationto

MelisizweMvelaseandYonelaGiyose's

wedding.Heee!Thisgirlhasguts!Shestesting

menhe?IswearImbeingbewitchedrightnow.

Andilingwana?Hayitheyaretestingmeand

trustme,they'llgetwhatsduetothem.Nx.No

wonderMelisizwewasbeingniceandextra.He

knowswhatwashappening.Imnotmad.No,Im



bitteranddisappointed.Butnomore.Ivehad

enoughandthistime,thistimeImeanit.

Enough.

ThedooropensandMelisizwestepsinlooking

allchocolateyandyummyinhissuitandtie.

Yeer.

Him:Heybaby.

Ijustlookathimandshutthedoorinhisface

andlock.Whatkindoffuckeryisthis?What

kindofanightmareamIliving?Justlastweek,

LASTWEEK,Ilostmybaby!Andnow,my

husbandisgettingmarried.When?Ilookatthe

invitation.15July!Areyoufuckingjoking?

Thatsmybirthday.Howselfishisonehuman

beinghe?MelisizweisbangingonthedoorbutI

couldntgivetwofucks.ImlividwithangerbutI

willnotcry.Imtiredofcrying.ReallyImtiredof

thislife.Thebangingstopswhichmay

obviouslymeanhe'sgone.

Inmyroom,Itakeoutmybooksandstudy.Let



meredirectmyangeratthesebooks.

Themorning,Iwakeupandshower.WhenIgo

out,ImmetbyMelisizweseyesstaringatme,

bloodshotredandhesholdingaglass.

Him:Goodmorning.

Me:Hello.

Igrabanapple,mykeysandattempttoleave.

Him:Uyaphi?(whereareyougoing)

Me:school.

Him:Butyounotwriting.

Me:Imgoingtothelibrary.

Him:Wellineedtotalk.

Me:Theresnothingtotalkabout.Excuseme.

Iwalkoutandgotothecar.OnceIminthecar,I

callErinanddriveoff.WeatMarksplace

chillingandchatting,Erinhasbroughtheroka



pipeandwearesmokingthat.

Erin:You'resoquietwhatsup?

Me:Nothing.Youguysthinkthedeanisin?

Lamla:Yeah.SawhiscarwhenIdrovepast

there.

Istandupandgetmythings

Me:Thanks.

Idrivetocampus,gotoreceptionandaskto

seethedean.TheladysaysIshouldwaitfor10

minsasheisinameetingthengoin.Isitand

makazicalls

Me:Yhuuu!

Her: .Baby!

Me:MomdiesandyouforgetIexist.Mustbe

niceeh?

Her:HaiboThando?

Me:Itstrue.Whenlastdidwetalk?WheneverI

call,youeitherbusyorsayyou'llgetbacktome



butyouneverdo.

Her:Thandoits...

Me:NothingMakazi.Itsnothing.Yousaidyou'd

bethereformeandwereyou?No.Noneofyou

were.ImallaloneinthisworldandImdrowning

butwenayoucouldntcarelessbecauseImnot

yourchildisitnotso?

ShegoesquietsoIdropthecall.Whydid

mamahavetogososoon?Thereceptionist

summonsmeandIgoin.ThedeanandItalk

forawhileandIaskforatransfer.

Him:Transfer?Areyounothappywiththe

school?

Me:Iwish.Thiswasmyfirstchoicefromthe

getgo,butthewaymylifeissetup...

Itrailoff.IcantcontinueorIllcry.

Him:Youknow,runningawayfromyour

problemsneversolvesanything.

Me:Butwhatifthatstheonlyoptionyouvegot?



Him:Butitdoesnthelpbecausesoonerorlater,

they'llcatchupwithyou.

Me:IknowSir,butsometimeswalkingawayis

thebestthingyoucandoforyoursanityand

heart.

Hesighs

Him:Well,Icanonlytranferyoufornextyear.

Itsabitlatenow.

Me:Okay.ThankyouSir.

Him:itsapleasure,allthebestforthefuture.

Me:Thankyousir.

Iexithisofficewithaheavyheart.Iwantedto

betransferredtoPEsoIcanbefarfromallthis

shitthatshappeninginmylife.Ijustneeda

breakfromitall.

Ifindmyselfwalkingalongtheshoreofthe

beachthinkingaboutmybabyboy.Myfirst



child.RippedfrommywombbyMelisizweand

hispreciousYonela.Whyme?Whydidmy

fatherdothistome?Didhehatemesomuch

thathedthrowmeinthelionsden?Isitonthe

floorandjustlookouttothewater.Itsparkles

andglistens.Onmyright,isahappycouple.

Theyarekissingandlaughingandholding

hands.Itsgettingcold,timetogohome.

IgettomyapartmentandMeliisnotherebut

thepositionoftheinvitationhaschangedwhich

meanshesawitandopenedit.Istartcooking

formyselfandeatwithaglassofwater.Igetin

myroomandopenmybookstostudy.Im

disturbedbymyphoneringing.Itsmyaunt.I

contemplateonwhetherornotIshouldpickit

uporleaveit.Ipickup

Me:Hello

Makazi:(sniffing)HiThando.Howareyou?

Me:Wellthankyouandyourself?

Her:Imfine.Whatareyoudoing?



Me:Studying.Imwritingexams.

Her:Oh.Allthebest.

Me:Thanx..

Thelinegoesquietforawhile,Imeventhinking

ofdroppingthecallbutthenshespeaks

Her:Imsorry.

Imsotiredofpeopleapologisingforthingsthat

theyareconsciouslydoingknowingverywellit

willhurtmyfeelings.Yeer!

Her:ImpregnantThandoandjustdidntknow

howtotellyou.

Thosewordsplungeintomyheartlikeaknife.

Me:Oh?For6monthsyoudidntknow?

Her:....

Me:Oh.Congratulations.Iwishnothingbutthe

bestforyou.Youdeserveallthehappinessthat

thiscruelworldhastooffer.Imreallytirednow,

goodnight.



Her:PleasedontbelikethisThando.

Ijustcutthecall.Iputmybooksawaywith

tearsfallingdownmyface.Ireallyamalone.

☆twoweekslater...☆

ImwritingmylastexamandIhaventheard

fromMelisizwemuchovertheweeksbutke,im

usedtoit.ItoldhismomanddadthatIplanon

spendingtheholidaysathomeandtheywere

coolwithit.Sotodayaftermyexam,Imtakinga

bushome.ImleavinghiscarcausewherewillI

putit?MybusleavesinanhourandLamlais

takingmethere.MelisizwedoesntknowandI

dontcare.

Lamlaarrivesanddropsmeoffatthetrain

stationandwaitstillthebusarrives.Itdoesand

Igoinandhewavesmeoff.Thedriveback

homeislongbutthankGoditsGreyhoundso

luxurioustravelsbabes.Wearenearing

TarkastadwhenMelisizwecalls.



Him:Pleaseopenup.

Imtemptedtolaugh.

Me:Icant

Him:Whereareyou?

Me:Tarkastad.

Him:What?

Me:Yep.

Him:Imconfused.Whereisthat?

Irollmyeyes

Me:EasternCape.

Him:Yho.Whatareyoudoingthere?

Me:Haibowhatdoyoumean?Imhereformy

holidays.

Him:Imconfused.

Me:Hehake.Ndigodukile(Ivegonehome)!

Thereissilencebetweenus...



Him:Enjoy.

Andthelinegoesdead.Mxmwhatever.

Malumepicksmeupfromthebusstation,and

theridehomeissilent.Withhimoccasionally

glancingmyway.

Him:Thando?

Me:Malume?

Him:Whatswrong?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Him:Ubhityile(youreskinny)andthesparkin

youreyesisgone.

ShouldItellhimorkeepittomyself?

Him:Isyourhusbandmistreatingyou?

ImquietIdontknowwhattosay.Hesnot

beatingmeoranythinghorrible.

Me:No.Justthat,3weeksago,Imisscarried.



Theressilencebetweenus,obviouslyhes

shockedanddoesntknowwhattosay.

Him:Imsorry.

Ikeepquiet.

Him:Whydidntyousayanything?

Me:Towho?

Him:Tomeorumakazi.

Me:When?Causeeversinceshedied,you

haventcalledtocheckuponmeormystudies.

Itslikeyoudontevencare.Sotellmewhenwas

Isupposedtotellyouwhenyouandyoursister

mademefeellikeinkedama(anorphan)?

HegoesquietandsodoI.Ijuststarttocry.Im

sosadatthedirectionofmylife.Ibringmy

kneesupandputmyheadonthemandcurlup

andcry.IfeelahandonmyarmandIbrush

himoffandmovefurtheraway.Myheartis

paining.Andmyownfamilyhasleftme.Ifeel

soaloneanddrained.



ThecarstopsandIlookup,we'reoutsidemy

home.Iwishmymomwouldopenthedoor

causeImissoneofherhugsrightnow.Ireally

needone.Iwipemytearsandgetout.Malume

hasalsobeensilentlycryingbesidemeand

lookssosad.

Him:CanIcomeovertonight?

Me:okay.

Hesaysnothingandtakesmybags.Makazi

opensandmyjawdrops.Hertummyisbigbut

notasbigasthesmileonherface.

Her:Hibabyhow...whyareyoucrying?Bhuti

umenzeniumntwana(Bhutiwhatdidyoudo)?

Hesaysnothingandwalkspastherandinside

toputmybags.Makazipullsmeinforahug

andIstandtheremotionless.Shewaslivingit

upwhileIwasdrying.

Her:Thandokazi?

Me:Makazi?



Her:Imsorryforneglectingyou.Iam.

IjustnodandgotomyroomwhereIlock

myselfinandclimbintobedandjustmellow

out.Ipulloneofmypillowscloseandjustcry

onit.WhatIdgivetobeinmymothersarms

rightnow.
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~Melisizwe~

HowcouldYoneladothis?Imfumingwith

anger.Imenraged.Myphonerings,itsher.

Me:Yonela!

Her:Hibaby.

Me:Howcouldyoudosuchathing?

Her:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:Theweddinginvitation!Thefucking

weddinginvitation.Whydidyousendoneto

uThandowithouttalkingtoemfirst?

Her:ImsorryIdidntthinkitwouldbeabigdeal.



Me:Itisabigdeal.Nowshesgone.Andifshe

leavesmeYonela,Isweartherewillbeno

wedding,uyandiva?

Her:Haibo!

Idropthecall.Nx.Impissedoff.Idrivetoher

apartmentandcallher.Shesaysshesonher

wayhome.What?Ivereallyfuckedupthistime.

WhatamIgoingtodo?Imnotpreparedtolose

her.ThismaysoundselfishbutIdontcare.I

loveThandokaziwholeheartedlyandImwilling

toriskitalltobewithher.Butatthesametime,

IstillloveYonelaandIwanttomarryher,

especiallynowknowingshesthemotherofmy

kid.Ithasntbeenayearandalreadyweareon

therocks.Callmeselfishallyouwant,ButIwill

notloseThando.

~Thando~

ImustvefallenasleepbecauseImwokenupby

aheavyurgetopee.Igetupandgotothe



bathroom.Imthirstybutthenaaah!Itsafter

7pm,thewaterhasbeenswitchedoff.Whata

welcomehomeservice. .Iopenthefridge

andtheresjuiceandwater.Idrinkthewaterand

turntoleavebutMakaziisstandingthere.

Me:Yhu!Dontdothat!Myheartalmoststopped.

Her:Imsorrybaby.

Shelookslikeshesbeencrying.

Her:Yourfoodisinthemicro.

Me:Thanx.ButIlleatlater.

Her:Thando?Imsorryforyourloss.

Inod.

Me:Congrats.Ithoughtyousaidyouwere

barren

Her:MetoocauseIwasntgettingpregnantin

mymarriagebutIguessitwasfateswayof

saying,notnow.

Me:Congratsanyway.DoIknowthedad?



Sheblushes.

Her:Yeah.ItsDavid.

Me:Thewhiteguy?

Iexclaim,almostchokingonmysaliva.Woah!

Me:Ishesupportive?

Her:Alot.

Me:Thatsgood.Howlonghaveyoubeen

together?

Her:Almosttwoyears.

Woah!Wow.

Isaynothing.Idonthavetheenergytosay

anything.

Me:Okay.

ThatsallImanagetosay.Imtooshockedto

sayanything.

Her:Canwetalk?

Me:Yeahinthemorning.Imreallytiredfromall



thetravelling.

Her:Okaygoodnight.

Me:Yeahyoutoo

Iwalkouttomyroomandplugmyearphonesin

andlistento'RoseColouredGlassesbyMillie

Jackson

"IdontknowwhyIkeeponbelievingyouneed

me

Whenyou'veprovesomanytimesitainttrue

AndIcan'tfindareasonforstaying

Maybebyleavingwillbethebestforyou"

Thosefirstlinestwisttheknifethatsalready

plungedinmyheart.ImhurtingandIcrymore

asIpagethroughmeandMelisphotosfrom

beginningoftheyearwhenwehadourmini

honeymoon.Butallthatisoverandtheonly



thingthatsleftaretheashesofouronce

burninglove.MymusicisonshuffleandIfeel

likemyphoneisconnectedtomymoodas

HaveYouEverbyBrandyplays.AndIcatchit

onthesecondverse

"Haveyoueverfoundtheone

Youvedreamedofallyourlife

You'ddojustaboutanythingtolookintotheir

eyes

Haveyoufinallyfoundtheone

You'vegivenyourheartto

Onlytofindthatone,wontguvetheirheartto

you

Haveyoueverclosedyoureyes

Anddreamedthattheywerethere

Andallyoucandoiswaitforthedaythatthey

willcare"



IcryevenharderasIthinkaboutMelisizweand

hisforbiddenheart.Imcrushedanditsallmy

fault.Iveletitgetthisfarandnowitstimeto

facethemusic.TheresasoftknockandItell

themtocomein.Makaziwalksinandsays

nothing.Justlaysnexttomeandrubsmyback

asIcryinherarms.Ispeakthroughmytears

Me:Hedoesnt...love...me!Hewill...neverlove...

me.He'smarryingher!

Icryharderastheimageofhimandherwalking

inthehouseholdinghandspopsinmymind.I

replaythatfatalnightoverandoverinmyhead

anditslikemyheartwillexplode.

Maki:Hmm.mnana.PleaseThandodontdo

thistoyourself.

IcontinuetocryuntilIfallasleep.

ThemorningIwakeupwithaheavyheadand



heart.Imakemybedandgoouttothekitchen.

Imwokenupbyadeliciousaromaofbaconand

eggs.Yum.IgotothekitchenandfindMakazi

cookingupastorm.Icantopenmyeyes

properlybutIcanseeshesglowingandradiant.

Me:Molomakazi

Isayinahoarsevoice.

Her:Hibaby.Whatareyoudoingup?

Me:Haibo.Icantbeinbedthewholeday.

Her:Itscoldoutsideandyesyoucan.Goback

tobedImcoming.

Iturnandgobacktobedandshecomes

carryingatraywithfood.

Me:Letmehelp

Her:No.Letmefeedyou.

Isigh.Defeated.Andshewalksoutandcomes

backwithcoffeecupsandmorefood.Gosh

howmuchfoodhasshecooked.Shesitsand



handsmemyplateandcup.

Her:Hotchocolate.

Ismile.Mymomsremedyforeverything.

Her:Nowtalktome.

Me:WheredoIstart?

Her:Fromthebeginning.

Isighandgettissuesfrommybagoneforme

andoneforher,thennarratethestoryfrom

beginningtoend

Her:Sohisdickisgood?

Ilaugh

Me:Betterthangood.Whenitsinsideme,ithas

thisthinglikeitsvibratinganditsbig.TrustmeI

know.Ivehadsomanyorgasmswithhimyho.

Makilaughssohard.

Her:Andhistonguegame?

Me:Damn!Onpoint,justthatIdonthavehis



heart.

Makilooksatmeandseemssosadforme.

Her:Soareyougoingtostopthewedding?

Me:No.

Her:What?

Me:NoIwont.Illjustleave.He'llhateme

especiallyknowingshescarryinghischildso...

Maki:Whatdoyoumeanyou'llleave?

Me:Divorce.BeforeIenduplosingmyselfin

thisshamofamarriage.

TheweekgoesbygreatwithMakiandI

reunited,we'vegonetolawyerstocheckmy

optionsfordivorce.ThankGodDavidborrowed

mehislawyerssoIcangetitdone.And

spendingtimewithhimandMaki.Saturdayrolls

aroundandIminalighterairiermood.Ive

becomehappierandsmilinghome.Itmustbe



thefactthatIvecomehome.AndIhavent

spokentoMelisizwesinceivecomehomebut

hesbeencallingandIeventuallyblockedhim.

Imheretogetawayfromhim.

~Melisizwe~

IvebeentryingtoreachThandobuttonoavail.

EvenwhenSimcalled,Thandodropped

immediatelyafter.NowImgoingtoherhome

towntogoseeher.IhavetoImissher.

Theflightisnotfastenoughandthedriveis

worse.IgettoherhomeSaturdayeveningand

knockonherdoor.Sheopensuplookinghella

fineinbumshortsandanoversizedshirt.Itsmy

shirt.Shelooksgreatandshockedtoseeme

Her:Bhuti?

Me:Heybabe.

Her:Whatareyoudoinghere?

Doesntshegettiredofalwaysaskingmethis



question?

Me:Imheretoseeyousilly.CanIcomein?

Shestepsasideandwalkin.Sheseemslike

sheshomealone.Idontlikethisonebit.

Me:Youhomealone?

Her:Uhmyeah.

Me:Arentyougoingtooffermesomethingto

drink?

Shesstunnedandquiet.

Her:Uhmyeah.

Igotothecouchandsit.Shewalksoffshaking

hermagnificentbehind.Imissherbody.Its

beenovertwomonthssinceIvehadtheliberty

oftastinghersweetpie.Onthecouchisan

envelopewrittenhername.Outofcuriosity,I

openupandtakethedocumentsout.Whatthe

fuck!!!Divorce??
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~Melisizwe~

Shewalksinandalmostdropstheglasses.

Her:Whyareyoureadingmyprivatedocuments?

Me:DIVORCE!!!!DIVORCE?

Shedoesntanswerme

Me:ANSWERME...

Her:Whatotheroptiondidyougiveme?You

gettingmarried.Itsconfirmed.Sowhatareyou

doingwithmethen?He?

Me:Iloveyou.Iminlovewithyou.Iwishyoud

hearmewhenIsaythis.Ivegrowntoloveyou.

Istandupandpullherinclosetome.Herbody

ispressedagainstme

Iwhisperinherear.

Me:PleaseThando.Justgivemeuntilendof

year.Andifitdoesntchange,thenyoucanleave

okay?

Her:Melisizwe..



Imovemyhandtoherbumandholdherinso

closeandlaymyheadonherneckandbegher.

Me:Please.Onelastchance.

Her:MelisizweI...

Imovemylipsclosertohers.Shesbreathing

differently.Seductively.

Me:TellmeyoudontlovemeandIllleave.Ill

signthepapersandleaveyou.Tellmeplease.

Her:Meli...

Me:Please...

Ifeelmytearsthreateningtofall.Theydo.If

shesaysshedoesntloveme,Illbreak.Itwillkill

mebecauseIminlovewithher.

Imovemylipscloserandkissher.Withmy

tearsstillrollingdownmyface.Thisisthefirst

timeIveeverbeenvunerabletoanywoman

besidesmymother.



Herlipstasteofcoollemonade.Mmmm...i

slowlyunbuttonhershirtandmakemywayto

herneck.Shegivesmepermissionandikiss

hersoftneck.Shehasthoselittlefreckleson

herneckandherskinissoftlikecottoncandy.

Delicious!Islowlyremovetheshirtandher

breastsareexposed.Oh,Ilikethis.Ilikethisa

lot.Myhandsskimoverthemcuppingeachone

inmyhand,Ismileandmovemylipstokiss

eachone.Hernippleshardenundermycool

breathasiblowandsuckeachone.Shesmy

muse.Withmyhands,Iunbottonhershorts.

Sheflipsusoverandripsmyshirtopen.And

kissesmyneck.Irollusoveragainand

continuewithmytorture.Itakehershortsoff

andfollowwiththem,kissingherflatbellyalong

theway.Shehasabellyringin,woah,whendid

shegetthis?Fuck,focus.

Hersweetmoansandgaspsarewhatkeepme

going.Ieventuallyreachhercastleandshes

wearinglacepanties.Myfavourite.Iopenher



legswiderandskimmytongueoverthepanties.

Shemoans.Idoitagainbutthistimeislightly

pullherpantiesup.Myhandgrabstheedges

andIslowlytearthemoff.Hergaspisaudible

anditmakesmesmile...

~Thando~

Witheverystrokeandthrust,Icanfeel

Melisizwesneedforme.Mybody.Hisdesirefor

myloveandpassionforme.Inthismoment,im

notthinkingaboutourfightsandmyemotions.

Inthismoment,Imthinkingaboutusandallthe

possibilitiesourfutureholds.Inthismoment,I

feelMelisizwesloveformeandmineforhim.

Imbuilding,higherandhigherandhesherewith

me,takingmethere.

Him:Letgobaby...

Idoandmypleasurereleases,leavingme

screamingandgaspingforair.Melisizwe

followssuitandcrashesontopofmelikea



leatherblanket.Herollsoverandlayshishead

onmychestaswebothcatchourbreaths.

Him:Pleasedontleaveme

Itsasobandpleainone.Hisvoicesounds

broken.ButIhavetostandonmyowntwofeet.

BecauseasmuchasIlovehimandwanthimto

haveme,allofme,hedoesntdeserveme.

Him:IllworkonmyselfThando,Illworkonus

just...

Me:Howmanytimeshaveyousaidsomylove?

Butyouractionssangadifferenttune.

Melisizwe,witheverypassingdaythatyoudont

callortextmeorleaveafterourlovesessions,

you'reslowlybutsurelybreakingme.Im

beginningtobecomeareflectionofmyformer

selfanditpainsme.

Him:Iknow,buteverytimeItrytheresalways

somethingthatruinsitall.ThandoIamtrying,

believemewhenIsaythis.Butitsnoteasyfor

me.Itsnoexcuseforbreakingyourheart



though,reallyitisntbutdontgiveuponisso

easilymylove.ThatsallIask.

Idontknowwhattosay.ShouldI?

~Melisizwe~

ThemorningIwakeupnexttoasleeping

Thando.Shesbreathingsosoftly.Herfeatures

arebeautifulonherdelicateface.Herlipspink

andplump.Iwanttokissthemalways.Imove

closerandplantasoftkissonthem.Shesmiles.

Imoveandplayfullybiteherear.

Her:Ow!Babe...

Thewayshesaysthatmakesmesmile.She

suddenlymovesandpinsmeunderher.Shes

radiant.Morningdefinatelyagreeswithher.

Her:Goodmorning.

Me:Goodm...

Herlipsareinstantlyonmine.Thismakesmy



heartsmile.Shegoeslowerwithherkisses

untilshereachesmyMandingo ,icantsee

whatshesdoingbutIfeelhermouthonme.

Fuck,Ibecomeharder.Thetipofhertongueis

onmytipandhermouthwrappedaroundme.

Damnthatfeelsgood.Igroanandshestarts

moving.Thewaymydickfeelswhenithitsthe

backofherthroatisindescribable.Whyisshe

torturingmeso?Imstartingtogetharderand

harder.Ifeellikemyveinsaregoingtoexplode,

fuck.Imalmosttherewhenshestops.What?

Why?Iattempttoliftmyheadbutshepinsme

downwithakiss,sheshiftsontopofmeand

grindshercoochieagainstmythrobbingcock.I

needtopenetrate.Ihavetorelease.Whyisshe

punishingmelikethis?

Imalmostabouttogiveupwhensheslipsme

insideofher.Yes!Andshestartsmoving...

~Thando~



ThemorningsessionwithMelisizwewas

phenomanalbutknowinghim,itwillbeshort

lived.Hesinthekitchencookingandsingingto

somesongIdontknowbutitgoes

"Ican'thideitandIcan'tfakeit,baby

Thistimeisforreal

Thelovewehaveisnotmistaken,baby

Ifeelit'sgonnalast

CausegirlIloveyou(Iloveyou)

Ooohmybaby

Myloveistrue(Itstrue)

AndIlldoanything

Allforyou"

Hissingingisspectacularsomuchsothatit

makesmeblush.



Me:Youcansing?

Heturnsandflashesabeautifulsmilemyway.

Him:Howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere?

Me:Longenoughtohearhowbeautifully

melodicyourvoiceis.

Hesmiles,wellmorelikeblushes

Him:Thankyoubaby...

Me:HowcomeIveneverheardyousingbefore?

Him:Youwereprobablysleeping.Youremy

onlywomanwhoseverheardmesing.Well,

owneduptoit.

Iblushathiswordsandhebiteshislip

seductively.

Him:Youlookamazinginmyclothes.

Me:Isthatyourwayofpermittingmetowear

them?

Helaughs.



Him:Whatstheuseofthatcauseyouwear

themeitherway.

Iblushandgoovertohimandkisshimonthe

lips.

Him:Youtastereallygood.

Me:Sodoyou.Mustbethehungerwehavefor

eachother.

Him:No,itsbecauseweloveeachother.

Iburymyheadinhischestandgiggle.Gosh,

whyishedoingthistome?Makingmefeelall

loveydoveyandgooeyinside?

AfterbreakfastwewashandItakehimontour

toQueenstown,wegototheCasinoandhave

somefunthengoeatat,correctmeifImwrong,

Buddies,whereDagwoodusedtobe.Wechat

andeatandkiss.Likewewereinourownlittle

lovebubble.IjustwishIcouldtakethis

momentandputitinasealablecontainerand

keepitforever.Butasweallknow,nothing



lastsforever,especiallywhenitcomesto

mattersoftheheart.

Thefollowingmorning,wemadesweet,divine

loveandthenIwatchedhimleave.Myheart

brokebutIknewitwasgoingtohappen.That

night,Isatinbedandreminensedontheevents

oftheweekend.IrealisedthatImtooinlove

withMelisizwetoseethathe'llneverbemineto

haveandtohold.Innotime,Iwillbesharing

himwithanotherandforthefirsttime,Iwasnot

angry,orbitter.Iwascontent.Hecameallthe

wayfromCapeTowntobewithmeandthats

enoughforme.Butdidthismeanthatdivorce

wasoffthecards?Notachance.ButIhadtobe

strategicaboutit.Ihadtoleavewithmy

educationinhand.Soitsbacktothedrawing

board.

YesIloveMelisizweandprobablyalwayswill,

butIdeservemorethabwhathesofferingme.



HehasuntiltheendoftheyeartoprovewhyI

shouldstayandifnot,hecankissmyjuicy

pussygoodbye.Tohellwiththisshit.
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~Thando~

TheholidayisalmostoverbutIdontwantitto

end.Beinghomeisthebest.Itstruewhenthey

saythere'snoplacelikehome.Makazihas

encouragedmetogotothewedding.

Somethingaboutbeingthebiggerpersonand

showingmyhusbandsupport.Psht.Ijustrolled

myeyes.Butshesright.MaybeIshouldgo.Ina

sexynumberthatstastefullyrevealingandeye

catching.Lamlasaidhesfoundtheperfect

dressandErintheshoes.Marksaidhe'lldomy

makeupandLamla'shairdresser,myhair.Im

prettymuchsortedoutwithoutliftingafinger.

Andworstofall,Ihaventtoldthemaboutmy

transfer.Yep,youheardright,Imstill

transferringtoPEandIgotabursarythats



willingtopayformyaccomodationandfees.

Well,Davidgotitfromme.Hisdadisan

accountantandwhenhesawmymatricresults

andmarksfrommyJuneexams,whichibarely

didgoodin,Igot80and81imagine?Me?I

knowvarsityis10xharderthanschoolbutstill.I

knowwhatImcapableofandmymarksare

mediocreformystandardtobehonest.

Anyway,MakiandIareinEastLondomforthe

weekendthenIlltakeaflightSundayevening

andspendtheweekleadinguptotheweekend

withLamlaandMark.Davidhasinvitedusover

tohisparentshouseforsupperandMakiis

nervousashell.

Her:WhatiftheythinkImaftertheirsons

money?Whatiftheydonrlikeme?

Me:WhatdoesDaviddo?Calmdownyoure

goingtostressyourselfandthekids,please.

Andbesides,whywouldnttheylikeyou?Thisis



nottheapartheideramakazi.Mixedrace

relationshipsareallowed.Theycantnotlikeyou

becauseofthecolourofyourskin.

Her:Okay.Youreright...

Shestopspacingaroundandcomesoverto

me.

Her:YoulikeDavidright?

Me:Well,Idontknowhimthatwellbutsince

youlikehimhemustbecoolright.

Her:Yeah.

Me:Isheanygoodinthesack?

Her:Yho...hegivesagreatfuck...hisstroke

gameisonpointandhisforeplay?Ooooo!

Me:Uhm,okay.

Davidknocksandcomesinlookinggood.

Me:Hello...

Him:Heycutie.



Ismile.Davidiskindofoldyouguys,likeinhis

40sandwithnopreviouskids.Thandiswais

carryinghisfirstchild,whichhapenstobea

babyboy.

Him:Babyyouokay?

Her:Imnervous,Ineedsomethingtocalmme

down.

Him:Whatwouldyoulike?

Her:You.

Me:Euw!NoThandiswa.

Theybothlaughandweleave.

Hisparentsarelikesuperexcitedandpretty

chilledpeople

Mom:Soyourealsomarried?

Me:Yesma'am.

Mom:Ohnohoney,callmeCarol.



Igiggle

Me:IdontthinkIllbecomfortablecallingyou

that.

David:Dinnersreadycome.

Thandiswaissoquiettsquitehilarious.

Wegoouttothegardenareaandohgoshits

beautiful.Therearelittlefairylightsandroses

andcandleseverywhere.Inthemiddleisa

smilingDavidinaformalsuitandbowtie.

Everyoneislockedintheirplace.

Mom:David,whatsgoingon?

HecomesoverandtakesThandiswa'shand

whoislockedandwithhermouthopen.He

takeshertothemiddleareaandpullsouta

chairforhertosit.Thenhedoesthe

unexpectedandgoesdownononeknee,Im

speechlessandcryingIthink.Wecanthear

whathessayingbutwhateverhessaidhasgot

Thandiswaemotionalandintears,shenodsher



headwhichobviouslymeansshesaccepted

andisnowsquealingwithexcitement.

Dinnerisfilledwithlaughterand

congratulationsareflowing.Ifeelapangof

jealousyforThandiswaandDavid.Theyhaving

itallwhileImstuckinoneplace.WillIeverget

afairytaleproposalandmarriage?Probably

neverandthathurtsmeinthedeepestpartof

mysoul.Butregardless,Imhappyforher.

Afterdinner,Davidtakesmebacktoourhotel

andheandThandiswagoelsewhere.Ishower

andgetintobed.MelisizwecallsmeasIm

abouttodriftoff.

Me:Hey.

Him:Hi.Whatswrong?

Me:Nothing.

Him:Talktomebaby.

Me:Iguessimjustdowncausetheholidayis



almostoveryouknow?

Him:Imsorrymysugar-sweetness.

Igiggle.Whatishedoingtome?

Him:Yourflightisreadytomorrow.Icantwait

tohaveyoubackinmyarms.Imisdyoutoo

much.

Me:Imissyoutoo.

Him:IloveyoumyThando.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Icanhearhissmileandhedropsthecall.Well,

goodnighttoyoutoo.

Myflightbackisshortandmyluggagealot.

Thandiswahasboughtmealotofclothesand

sexylingerieandshoes.Itsherwayof

apologisingproperlyasshesays.

Lamlaistheonetopickmeupfromtheairport

andwegotohishouse.Alongthewayhetells



mehescheatedonMarkandwantstoknowif

hemusttellhim.

Him:Itwasjustakiss.Nothingmorebutits

eatingmeupinside.

Me:Yho.Whydyoudoit?

Him:Idontknow.

Me:Wellbabe,thinkaboutitthisway,isit

eatingyouupinside?Ifyoutellhimwillyoube

happywithyourself?Areyoureadytoriskitall

forthesakeoftruth?

HegoesquietandsodoI.

TheweekkindofrollsoverquicklyandbeforeI

knowit,itstheeveofthewedding.My

emotionsarealloverbutIrefusetoletsadness

win.Erin,MarkandLamlacheermeupby

takingmeoutandhavingafunday.Lamlatold

Markanditwasallgood.Markdidblowagas

butcooledoffthefollowingday.Iadmired

thesetwo.Thatnightweplaykaraoke.



Everyoneissingingjoyfulsongsandwhenits

myturntopick,IpickUsher-Separated.

"Iflovewasabird

Thenwewouldnthavewings

Iflovewasthesky,we'dbeblue.

Iflovewasachoir

YouandIcouldneversing

Causeloveisntformeandyou

IfIwasanoscar

YouandIcouldneverwin

Causewecanneveractoutourparts

IfloveistheBible

Thenwearelostinsin

Becauseitsnotinourhearts.



Sowhydontyougoyourway

AndIllgomine

Liveyourlife

AndIlllivemine

Babyyou'lldowell

AndIllbefine

Causewe'rebetteroff

Separated"

Thissonghitsanervebutitstrue.Weareatthe

barandpeopleareclappingandcheering.

Seemsliketherearealotofbrokenheartsin

here,waitingtobepiecedbacktogether.

ItsSaturday,thedayofthewedding.Iwakeup

earlyandgetdressed.Iwearabacklessbody



huggerwiththinkstrapstoholdit.Ithasasmall

mermaidtrainatthebottomanditsagentle

peachincolour.Theshoesareanudeandsois

mymakeup.Marksstylist,Jude,washesand

dyesmyhairadarkredandstraightensitand

gelsit.Thentiesitupintoabeautifulbigbun

andthelookisfinishedoffbydiamonearrings

thatfallatmysides.Imlookingbeyond

beautifulandmylipsafieryred.Erin,Lamlaand

Markalsocomewithme.Asmydatestothe

wedding.

Wearrivealittlelateatthewedding,andall

eyesareonusaswemakeourwaydownnear

thealtertothe3rdrow.Melisizweseyesare

almostpoppingoutofhishead.Heswearinga

formaltuxandhastrimmedhishairandbeard.

Helooksgood.Thesongplaysandeveryone

standsasYonelawalksdowntheisleina

beautifuldressthatslightlyshowsoffherbump.

ImcalmasacucumberandSiphekeeps

stealingglancesatme.Melisizweseyesare



gluedonher,unlikemewhenIcamedownthe

isle.Thebitterthoughtcomesunbiddentomy

mindandIdismissitimmediately.

Theirvowsaresofullofloveandatsomepoint

atearescapesdownMelisizweseyeashesays

hisvows.MyheartclenchesandIbreatheinto

avoidmytearsfallingdownmyface.IgrabErin

andLamlashandsandgentlysqueeze.Mark

looksatmeandreachesoverandbrushesmy

legandIsmile.Hemouths"Areyouokay?"and

Inod.

Pastor:Ifanyone,shouldseekareasonasto

whythesetwoshouldnotbewed,speaknowor

foreverholdyourpeace.

Melisizwestealsalookmywayandsodoother

peoplebutIholdmycomposureandlookatthe

crossbehindthepastorasIthinkaboutthe

Lordandfaith.Theweddingproceedsand

peoplearecelebrating.ImholdingErinshandas



westayseatedandwaitforeveryonetoleave.

Markkissesmycheekasweexitlast.

Atthereception,wesitandeattheappetisers

andchatamongstourselves.Thegroomand

bridesdancecomesonandtheystandand

dancetoGivingMyselfbyJenniferHudson

"Imgivingmyselfovertoyou

Bodyandsoul

Imgivingitover

Imgivingmyselfovertoyounow"

Thewayhelooksintohereyesandsmilesat

her.Shelaysherhandonhischestandhesings

inherear.ThelooksoinloveandhappythatIm

startingtofeellikeathirdwheel.Theunwanted

piecetoanalreadycompletepuzzle.Ithinkthis



ismycuetoleave.Mythroatfeelslikeits

closingupandnotinagoodway.Iwonderif

therearentanynutsinthisfood.Icalloverthe

waiter,bynowImstartingtolosebreath

Me:Aretheanynutsinthisfood?

Her:Yesintheappetizers.

IgrabErinshandandshelooksatmeshocked

Her:Whatswrong?Yourfaceisturningpale.

Ipointtomythroat.Thenthefood.

Her:Ohno.Nuts?

Inodmyheadandcanfeelmytearsrolling

down.Imsuffocatingandmyvisionblurring.

Me:Hospital.

IsallIcanutterandletthetearsfall.Markpics

meupbridalstyleandrunswithmeacrossthe

halltothedoor.Throughblurryeyes,Isee

Melisizwestandandthefamilytoowhenwe're

bythedoor.Bythetimewegetintothecar,my



throatcompletelyclosesandthen,lightsout.
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~Melisizwe~

ThisbigwhiteguyisholdingThandobridalstyle

andrunningoutwithher.Istandandsodoes

Yonela.Mydadcalmseveryonedownand

comesovertome

Him:Sitandstay.ImgoingwithNaleditogo

seeher.

Sazicomesrunningtothetable

Her:Aretherenutsinthefood?

Yonela:Yeahwhy?

Sazi:Ohno.SisKanyiishighlyallergictonuts.

Likedeadlyallergic.

Yonela:Ohno...

Shestartstocry.Iguessshefeelsguilty.How

canInotknowthatThandoisallergictonuts?

Whatthefuckiswrongwithme?Icomfort



Yonelareassuringherthatitsnotherfaultand

shecalmsdown.Thefestivitiescontinueas

normalandeveryoneenjoysthemself.Tocalm

Yolandadownandgetbacktous,Islowdance

ustoLaSaucefeaturingAmandaBlack-Ido.

Sheglowingandsmilingandkissesmylips,but

notthewaythandodoes.Wedancetothesong,

mymindonThandoandwhetherornotshes

alright.

~Thando~

IwakeupinhospitalwithErincryingbymyside

brushingmyhandbackandforth.

Me:Hey.

Sheliftsherhead,getsupandthrowsherarms

aroundme.

Her:OhmyGoodnessThando,youscaredme.

Me:Whatdayisit?

Her:ItsSundaybabe.



Me:Oh...didMelisizwecometovisit?

Sheshakesherheadno.Okay.Thatsenough

confirmationforme.Imtroughwithhim.Time

toservehimthepaperstomorrow.Imoutof

this.Nothinghecansayordowillchangemy

mindthistime.Ialmostdieandhedoesntset

foottocomeseeme?Wow.

Thedrcomesinanddischargesme.Hehands

mesomepaperstosignwhichIdo,apparently

mymedicalbillhasbeensettled,anda

prescriptionnote.LamlaandMarkcometo

fetchusandwepassbythepharmacyfirst.The

wholedaytheybabymeitssocute.

Lamla:YhowhenyoustoppedbreathingI

thoughtitwastheend.

Mark:Youscaredusboo...donteverdothat

againokay?

Me:Imsorryyouguys.

Lamla:YourinlawscameandsaidIshouldcall



whenyouwakeup.

Me:Didyou?

Lamla:yeahbutitrunguntilitwenttovoice

mail.

Me:Mark?Yourealawyerright?

Marklaughs

Him:Hawyoudoubtme?

Me:No.JustthatIwanttodraftmydivorce

papersandhavethemservedtomelisziwe

tomorrowmorningathismothershouse.Im

done.

Everyonegoessilent.

Mark:Areyousureaboutthis?

Inod.

TheMondayIwakeupandshowerandgoto

thekitchen.Imatmyhouse.Theresaknockon

mydoorandwhenIopen,Imattackedbyahug



byMelisizwe.Istandfrozenandjustlookat

him.

Him:Areyouokay?

Isaynothingandstilllookathim.Nowords,no

emotion,noreaction.

Me:Excuseme,Ihavesomewheretobe.

Iwalkpasthimandoutthedoor.

Me:Iwanttolock.

Him:ThandoI...

Me:Saveit.

HewalksoutandIlockupandgo.Igetintothe

caranddriveofftoJudesSalon.Igetthereand

sitinhischair.

Him:Heyboo.

Me:Heylovely.

Him:Whatcanidotothegorgeoushair?

Me:Cutit.



Hegoesquiet.Infactthewholesalondoes.

Him:Likeinastyle?

Me:No,ALL.Chiskop.

Him:What?No.

Iattempttostand

Him:Why?

Me:WillyoudoitormustIgoelsewhere?

Hegoesquietandsummonssomeguytodoit.

Hecomesover,smilesatmeseductivelyandI

justblanklystareathim.Hecutsitalloff.AndI

askformyhair.Helooksatmeweirdbut

nonethelessgivesittomeinaplastic.Ipayand

walkout.WithstaresasIleave.

?:Mhleakazenzishame(shesanaturalbeauty).

OneladysaysandIsmileasIshutthedoor.I

getintomycaranddrivetoMarksoffices,

whereIfinalisemydivorcepaperswithhim.

YeahMarkisolderthanallofus,hes26anda



greatlawyer.SothatswhyIwenttohim.He'll

bemydefenceattorney,freeofcharge.He

reallyissweet.HesaysthatbyWednesday,

withmydemands,everythingwillbefinalised.

Hessureofit.

~Melisizwe~

ThewayThandodismissedmesaysitall.Shes

beyondhurtandasalways,itsmyfault.

Yonela:Howisshe?

Me:Okay.

Her:Imsorrybaby.Ididntknow.

Me:Itsokaydontstressaboutit.Whatsfor

dinner?

Her:Beefstewandrice.Wantmetodishfor

you?

Me:Nothanksbabe.Imgoingtobed.

Her:Betherenow.



Thenextmorning,theresaringatthedoor.Igo

getitandtheresthepostman.

Him:Pleasesignsir.

Isignandthankhim.Itsabrownenvelopewith

mynameonit.Igotothetableandopen.Its

papers,divorcepapers.FromThando.Fuck!I

runupstairsandtakemyphoneandcallmydad.

Him:Hello

Me:Shesservedmewithdivorcepapers.

MyvoiceisawhisperasImdevastatedasIsay

this.Myheartisslowlytearsinmychest.I

beggedhernottodothis,maybeyesterdaywas

thelaststraw.Imhurtingsohurtbythis.Yonela

comesoutwrappedinatowelandIjustlookat

her.Igointotheshoweranddomybusiness.

Thengetout.Iwearmysuit,callmylawyers

andgototheiroffices.Theythinkthat

everythinginthereseemsfairandWednesday



wewillallmeettofinaliseeverything.Sosoon?

Butthereisnopointindraggingthisout.Inthe

settlement,itstatesthatImaynotseeheruntil

everythingisfinalised.Fuck!Imlost.Idont

knowwhattodo.Myhandsaretied.

Imathimeatthedinningtablewithmyheadin

myhands.Imsilentlysobbing.Shereallyis

leavingme,theresnogoingback.

Tata:Whatareherdemands?

Me:Igiveherallowanceandpayherfeesfor

therestofthisyear.Imaynotcontactherup

untilthisisfinalised.

Tata:Thatsit?

Inod.Itssolittle.TheallowanceisR35000and

thatsit.Herfeesandaccomodationhasbeen

paidforfortherestoftheyearalreadyso

theresnostressaboutthat.

Mamaiscryingandrubbingmyback.

Her:Whatareherreasons?



Me:Failuretocarrydutiesasaspouce,

emotionalnegligence.

Tata:Yho.

TheressilenceintheroomasIweeponthe

table.

Themorning,Iwakeupgroggyanddepressed.

Imathome,soIshowerandgetdressedinto

mysuitandgotothedinningarea.

Simcomesbouncingtome.

Her:Bhuti!WheresSisKanyi?

Ilookatherandclearmythroat,pushingback

thetears,

Me:Shesatschoolbaby.

Her:Whenisshecomingback?Imissherso

much.

Shelaysherheadonmychest.Iwipeawaya

tearandlookatmomwithpleadingeyes.



Me:Idontknow.ButIlltellher.

Her:Okaygood.

BreakfastisquietwithSaziandSimchatting

andlaughing.Itstoocute.ButIhavemyown

problemstodealwith.

Me,dadandthelawyersflytoStellenboschand

meetupwithThandoinherlawyersoffices,

whichsuprisinglyisnottoofarfromthepost

office.Wearriveandwesitintheboardroom

withThandoslawyer.Wait,isntthistheguy

fromthewedding?Heintroduceshimselfas

MarkSmithandisadefenseattorney.Minutes

laterThandowalksin,wow!Shesbald!With

darkmake-upandblackclothes.Shelooks

beyondbeautiful.Shegreetseveryoneandsits

nexttoMark.

Justin(mylawyer):myclientwantsaseparation

ratherthanadivorce.

Mark:No.Myclienthasspecificallyaskedfora

divorceandifherdemandsarentmetthenwe



willhavetotakeittocourtwhere,asyouknow,

everythingwillbeprolongedandpublisizedand

myclientsdemandswillbehigher.

MetoJustin:(whispering)CanIspeaktoher

directly?

Justin:myclientwouldliketospeaktoyour

clientdirectly.

MarklooksatThandoandshenods.

~Thando~

Helookssodistraughtandbroken.ButI

couldntcareless.Idontwantanythingfrom

him,includinghismoney.Theallowancehes

beengivingmeIvebeensaving.SoIhave

aroundR90000fromhim.Thiswillcoverme

hopefullynextyear.MomsmoneyIvesavedup

soitcangrowandImnottouchingthat.

Him:Ithoughtyousaidyoudgivemeanother

chance.



Me:ThatsbeforeIalmostdiedandyouand

yourfamilydidntcaretoshowup.

Him:Thando...

Me:NoMelisizwe.Ivehadenough.Ivalue

myselftoomuchtocarryonlettingyoustring

mealong.

IturntoBab'Sizwe.

Me:YourememberendoflastyearwhenIcried

inthebackseatofyourwhiteHiluxuntilI

passedout,whatyousaid?Yousaidyoudtake

careofme.Whathappened?WhatdidIdoso

wrongthatIdeservedtoletyouwatchyourson

trampleovermyheartanddonothing?Icould

havediedthispastweekendandyoudidnteven

caretopitch.Youliedtomewhenyousaid

youdtakecareofme.Youdidnt.Youthrewme

intothelionsdenandwatchedasitdestroyed

me.Butnomore.Thisismestandingupfor

myself.Imdone.Imthroughwiththisshamofa

marriagethatyouandmyfatherorchastrated.



Withthatbeingsaid,Islippedoffmywedding

ring,reachedacrossthetableandgaveitto

Melisizwe.

Him:Keepit.

Me:Whatfor?Ithasnovalueanymore.

Myvoiceiscoldandmywordsicey.

Mark:Pleasesignhere,hereandhere.

Isignwithmymaidensurname.

Melisizwealsosignsandplacesthependown.

Atearfallsonthetableandhewipesitaway.I

openmybagandhandhimhisblackcard,car

keys,petrolcardanddiamondnecklaceand

earrings

Him:Youcankeepthem.

Me:No.Idontwantanythingthatwillremind

meofyou.

Hegaspsandsodoeshisfather.Ithinkthey

onlyregisteringnowthatIamtruellyleaving,for



good.

Marknodsandwestanduptoleave.WhenIm

atthedoor,Melisizwecallsmyname,Iturnto

him

Him:Isthisreallytheendofus?

Me:Itwasoveralongtimeago,butIwastoo

stupidtorealiseitbecauseIthoughtyouwould

loveme.Buthowcanyou,whenyoudonteven

loveyourself.

Withthatbeingsaid,Iturnandwalkout.
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~Thando~

☆3monthslater..☆

ItwasnowOctoberandmyhairwasbacktoits

originallengthifnotlonger.IvedieditPurple

andImlookinghellafine.

Imnotgoingtolieandsaythepast3months

havebeeneasybecausetheyhaventbutIve



triedtomovepastthem.Icried,Itookmy

frustrationsoutoneveryoneandattimes,I

wantedtocallhimandsayImissedhim.Butno,

IstoodstrongandfacedallmyemotionssoI

canmoveonfromhimfullyandIam,slowlybut

surely.Lifehasneverbeenbetter.No,Ihavent

starteddatingbutIvebeenonafewdatesbut

thatsall.Why?Well...Impregnant.With

Melisizwesbaby.WhenIfoundout,Iwasso

pissedoffbuthadnoonetoblamebutmyself.I

sobadlywantedtoabortbutmyfriendsand

familytalkedmeoutofit.Infact,theywanted

metotellMelisizwebutIrefusedandguilt

trippedthemineverything.ImeantitwhenI

saidIdidntwantanythinhtodowithMelisizwe

andhismoneywasincluded.

ItsawarmThursdayandImwearingshortsand

anoversizedshirt.Imlayingonmybed,going

throughschoolmaterial,myphonerings.Its

David.



Me:Hello.

David:Hi.

Hisnosesoundsstuffed,likehesgotflu

Me:Areyouokay?Whatswrong?

Him:Thandiswaisinhospital.

Me:Whatswrong?Issheokay?Isthebaby

okay?

Hechuckles.

Him:Morethanfine.Shegavebirththis

morning.

Iscream.Oh,howcute.Imsohappyforthem

theydeserveallthehappiness.

Me:Aw!Congrats.Youhavetosendpicsand

videosandallokay?

Him:Yeah.Wethoughtyoushouldknow.I

wantedtocallwhenshewasinlabourbut

Thandiswasaidwe'dstressyouout.Howare

you?



Me:Imokay.JustwishIwasntpregnant.David?

Him:Yeah?

Mytearsbegintoforminmyeyes.

Me:CanThandiswahearme?

Him:NoImathomeforaquickshower,whats

wrong?

Me:WhatifIhatemybaby?

Him:Youwont.Thando,honey,tryandstop

overthinkingeverything.Itsgoingtobeokay.

Trustme.Doyoutrustme?

Me:Withmylife.

Him:Thenstopworryingaboutthewhatifs

okay?Igotyou.Youfocusonyourbooksand

beingthebestauditorintheworldokay?

Igigglethroughmyfallingtears

Him:Thatsmorelikeit.

Me:ThankyouDavid,bye.



Him:Byelove.

Ismile,agenuinesmileofrelief.Onething

aboutDavidisthathimandThandiswalove

eachother,sincerely.Theyargueandbickerbut

theytruellycareforeachother.Itwarmsmy

heart.Thandiswahasbeenthroughalotand

shedeservesallthehappinessDavidisoffering

her.Hopefullyoneday,Illbeinthesame

positionashertoo.

~Melisizwe~

☆5monthslater...☆

Yonelaisnow1weekawayfrombeing9

monthspregnantandshesnotasbigasI

imaginedhertobe.Butyhothemoodswings

Ivehadtodealwithhavebeenhectic.

HaveIbeenmissingThando?Youbetyourlast

moneyIhave.EverydayImwithoutherfeels

worsethantheonebeforeandSimasking



abouther,makesit10timesmore.Iveslowly

slippedbackintomydepressivestateandmom

evensaysIvelostweight.Butyouknowhow

mothersarewiththeirkids.

Imattheoffice,writingmyproposalswhenmy

brothercalls

Hi.:Heybabybro

Me:Hey.Whatsup?

ItsBhutLungamyeldestbrother.

Him:Hee!Siphetellsmethatwhenhewent

hometheseholidays,shebumpedintoThando.

Me:....

Idontknowwhattorespondandsay.

Him:Melisizwe?

Me:ImhereBhuti.

Him:Yeahandshespregnantbro.

Me:What?



Him:Yeah...youdidntknow?

Me:No.Thanksbro

Ihangupandstand.Whywouldntshetellme?

Wassheplanningonkeepingmykidawayfrom

me?HowcruelisuThando?YeahIhurtherbut

tokeepmykidawayfrommeisjustwrong.Im

infuriatedbythis.Howdareshe.Imtemptedto

drivethereanddemandmypresenceinmy

childslife.Fuckenhell.

IgethomeandfindYonelabentover,crying.

Me:Heybabe,whatswrong?

Her:mywaterbroke.

Istandthere,dumb.

Her:Melisizwe!Dontjustfuckenstandthere!

Ourbabyiscoming!

Andthenshescreams.Ohshit.Irunupstairs

andgetthebagsandgodownstairsandcarry



hertothecar.ShescryingandbreathingandIm

drivinglikeamaniactothehospital.Myheadis

nolongerwithThando,buthereatthismoment.

Icallmymotheronthehandsfree

Her:Hinana

Me:Heymom.Uhm,Yonelaswaterbrokeso..

Shescreams.

Her:Howisshe?Whereareyou?

Me:Imabouttopullupatthehospital.Tell

everyone.

Ipullupandgrabeverythingandherandgoin.

AssoonasIgoin,weareattendedtoand

wheeledintothematernityward.Thenurse

changesherintomaternityclothingandshe

comestolieonthebed.SheinstructsYonelato

openherlegsandshefeelsinhercrotch.Oh

myfuck...childbirthistraumatising.Fuckenhell.

Thenursegasps.

Nurse:Yourefullydilated.Whendidyour



contractionsbegin?

Yonela:ThismorningbutIthoughtitwasa

falsealarm.

Thenurserunsoutandcallsanothersothey

canhelphersetup.Imstandingtherelikean

idiot.Thefuckamisupposedtodo?Thenurse

comesinandhandsmeclothestowearover

mine.Iwearthemquicklyandgostandnextto

Yonelaholdingherhand.Thenurseplacesher

legsupandspreadsthemwide.

Yonela:ReallyMelisizwe?

Ilookather,dumbfounded

Me:What?

Her:Imabouttogivebirthandwenayourehere

catchingaboner?

Ilookdown.Tshn!Meliisstanding,readyto

salute.

Me:Ha.athisisnotintentional.



Shepullsherhandawayfrommineandgroans

loudly.Yer!Beingaguyreallyishard

sometimes.Excusethepun.

Aftermuchscreamingandpushingandcrying,

thereisasoftcry.Mybabyscry.Icanthelpbut

getemotionalasshecomesoutstillcoveredin

fluidsandtheambilicalchordstillattachedto

her.We'vedecidedtonameherAhlumileJai

Mvelase.Itsmadeforher.Sheissobeautiful

andhassolittlehair.Hernoseissmall,pinklips

andadarkbeauty.Wow.Imastoned.Thenurse

handshertomeandthatswhenmyworld

stops.Iminlovewithher.Shesmyeverything

andtheresnothingIwouldntdoforher.She

startstocryandIhandherovertohermother

whotakesoutherbreastandfeedsher.Mom

comesinandtakesapicofthem.

Mama:EnkosiMakotiforthisbeautifulgift.

Yonelablushesandsmiles.Sheturnstosmile



atmeandIsmileback.Mymindisnotherebut

ratherwithThando.Inthismoment,Iwishit

washerlayinginthisbedholdingmybaby.I

misshersomuchanditpainsmedeeply.What

haveIdone?

~Thando~

ItsstillearlyDecemberandImlayinginbed

naked,wellinmypantiesandasaronglightly

coveringme.DecembereSadaisunbearable.

Theheat?Yhoo.Iveshoweredtwicetodayand

tomorrowIhaveagynaeappointment.Imso

lazytoevendoanythinglatelyandImonly5

monthsalong.Yesterday,IsawSipheatthe

mallandshewassohappytoseeme.Ijust

smiledbecausehonestly,Imnotinthemood

forher.WherewasshewhenIalmostdied?

Mxmfake.AndImsureshesalreadycalled

MelisizweandsaidImpregnant.Sigh.Ijust

hopehedoesntcomehereanddemandtosee



mebecausetobehonest,Iwontbeableto

resisthim.IwilleathimuplikeImondeathrow

andhe'smylastmeal.Imisshispenisandhis

tongueandhishandsandhismmmm...yhoits

beenforeversodontjudgeme.Inothernews,

Thandiswahasgivenbirthtoabouncingbaby

girl.Sobeautifulwiththefamilies,trademark

greeneyesandhair.Shesabeautifulbabywith

herupturnednose.TheynamesherAmorSmith.

Yeah,Thandiswagotmarriedovertheholidays

anditwasspectacular.Thecolourswereblush

andpearl.Yhosobeautifulandbig.Iwasher

matronofhonour.Iwishmomwastheretosee

them.HerandherfamstayinQueenstownbut

aftertheholidays,weareallmovingtoPE,

permanently.

Thenextmorning,Iwakeup,bathandweara

maxidressandblackchucks.Myhairislonger

now,soijusttieitbackandgo.Illeatintown,

takemyselfoutforaburgeratDagwood.Igrab



anappleandcatchataxitotown.Igettothe

gynaespractiseandwaitmyturn.Mynameis

calledandIstandupandgoin.Isitandwechat

forawhile.

Her:Youreadytofindoutthegender?

Me:No.Iwantitonthe7thmonth.

Her:Okaynoproblem.Anymovementtoday?

Me:uhm...

Tobehonest,therehasntbeenmovementfor

thepasttwodays.ButIthoughtnothingofit.

Her:Thando?Letsgocheck.

WegetonthebedandIliftmydressandshe

appliesgelonit.MyheartisinmythroatasI

patientlywaitforaheartbeat.Silence.

Me:Whyistherenoheartbeat?

Shegoesquietandrotatesthemonitorthingall

overmybelly,askingmetoturnthiswayand

thatway.Mytearscomeunbiddentomyeyes.



PleaseLord.JustasIwasstartingtoloveit.

Pleasedontdothistomebaby.

Dr:Imsorry...
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~Thando~

MytearsturnintoscreamsasIcrumbleover

andcry.Whyme?Whyme?Alwaysme.Inthat

moment,Thandiswacomesinandrushesto

meside.

Her:BabyImsosorry..

Ipushheroffofmeandgetup.Davidisseated

inoneofthechairs,hestandswhenheseesme

andfollowsmeout.

Atthehospital,thedeadfoetusisremoved

frommywombandcleaned.Inolongerhave

theenergytocryanymore.MaybeImnot

destinedtohavekidsorImjustabadparent.

ThandiswaiscryingbymysideandImjust

comfortingheratthispoint.Inawaymyheart



issplitintwo,sadthatIwonthavemybundleof

joyandrelievedthatImofficiallycutofallties

withMelisizwe.Ishallmournthischild

accordinglyandmoveon.Iwillnotbeheldback

bymymisfortunes.Imdonebeingavictimof

badcircumstances.Nomore.

Themorning,Iwakeupandleavethehospital.

Thandiswa'seyesarepuffyandhazelbrown.

Davidsarejustred.Theyseemsosadforme

butIdontwantthemto.WhenwegethomeI

askthemtocomesotwithmeatthetable

Me:Iknowthatyoutwofeelsadforme.ButI

dontwantyouto.Yesthispastyearhasjust

beenshit,fromlosingmymother,being

divorced,watchingmyhusbandmarryanother,

miscarryandloseababybutitsallforareason.

Idontwanttocryanymoreandneithershould

you.YesIlostmybabyandithurts,butperhaps

itsablessingindisguisethatwearestillpained

tosee.Fromnowon,Iwantusalltostart

embracinglife.Youvejustgotmarriedandhad



ababy.Youtwohavejustfoundloveandyou

shouldbecelebratingthat.

Makaziisjustballingwithtearsatthemoment

andDavidiscomfortingher.

David:Howcanwewhenlifeislikethis?We

careandloveyouThando.Youreourdaughter

too.

Me:Iknow,butmylifeisntalwaysgoingtobe

shit.Illhavegooddaystoo,you'llsee.Okay?

Makazi:Youresostrongbaby.

Me:IhavetobeorIllendupinacoffinandI

cant.Lifeistooamazingtodie.Promisemeno

moretears?

Shenodsandstandsupandopensupforahug.

Iwalkintoherwarmembraceandfeelherlove.

Itslikehometome.Idontknowwhy,butIjust

weep.Iletitallout.Funnyenough,Ivejustmade

awholespeechaboutnomoretearsbuthereI

am,cryingariver.ButIdeservetoletitallout



afterwhatIvebeenthrough.ImeanIm19,2

miscarriagesanddivorced.Howmany19year

oldscansaythesame?ButIguessthisismy

destiny.

Itstimetoleavenow,weheadingforPEandmy

heartisheavy.ThissmalltowniswhatIve

alwaysknownandloved,andnowImleavingit

allbehind.ImhopingPEhasallthebestinstore

forme.Ineedabreakfromsadnessandtolive

mylifetothegreatest.LeavingQueenstownis

bittersweetforme,butachangeofscenerywill

begoodforme.Imstartingtogetalittle

excitedtoleave.MalumeandOluhlebidme

farewellandgetmeanecklaceforgoodluck.

ThetraveltoPEisshortasDavidsjettakesus

there.NicelifelivingImtellingyou.Amoris

suchabubbly,beautifulchild.Shesveryquiet,

likeherfather.Criesonlywhensheshungry,

wetoruncomfortable.Shes3monthsnow,and



justadorable.WefinallygettoPEanddriveto

thenewhouse.Wow!Itsnearthebeachand

quiteisolated.Theviewisspectacularandthe

houselarge.Ithas6bedroomsandbathrooms,

aplayarea,kitchen,loungex2,cinema,studies,

swimmingpool,jacuzzi,pantryandmassive

garden.Imspeechless.

Thandiswa:Babe?

David:Surprise!

Ohshealsodidntknow?Wowthatsso

romantic.

Ipickaroomupstairsandstartunpacking.The

rentsroomisdownstairswithAmor.Ihavea

walkinclosetlikeatMelisizweshouse.Isigh.I

dontknowwhyImisshimsomuch.Maybeits

thefactthatIlostyetanotheroneofhiskidsor

maybehissmile...Adele's-Babyitsyoucomes

tomindandIfindmyselfsinging.



'Itsnotthewayyousmilethatstouchedmy

heart

Itsnotthewayyoukissthattearsmeapart

Howmany,many,manynightsgoby

IsitaloneathomeandIcryoveryou

WhatcanIdo?

Icanthelpmyself

Causebabyitsyou...'

Atearescapesmyeye.Ihatemyselffor

missinghim.Hewasnothingbuthelltomeso

whyamIlikethis?

~Melisizwe~

ThingsbetweenYonelaandIhaventbeenso

goodsincethebirthofJai.Infactitsbeenhell.



Wefighteverydayabouteverything,eventhe

smallestmeaninglessthings.ShesaysthatIve

neverlovedher,justpretendedto.Ihonestly

dontknowwhereallofthisiscomingfrom?I

marriedherdidntI?IletgoofmyThandoforus

sowhatelsedoesshewantfromme?

Jaiisthecutestbabyeverandstrangely,shes

myplaceofsanity.Hersmilesmeltmyheart

andhertearsbreakme.Thewayshecoosand

laysonmychestisthebestfeelingever.Theres

nothingiwouldntdoforher.

Thandoisinmymindandheartdailyandthe

factthatshespregnanghauntsmeevery

wakingmoment.Ifindmyselfdialingher

numberattimestocallbutitalwaysgoesto

voicemail.Maybesheschangednumbers.

ThemonthnowisMarchuniversitieshavelong

openedbutshesnothere.Maybeshesnot

comingbackthisyear.Why?Idrivehomewith



littleAzingce.Momsaidshewantstoseeher

andletherspendtheweekendthere.Yonela

needstherestanyway.IgethomeandSuzi

comesandtakesherfromme.WheresSaziand

Sim?

Me:Mom!!!

Her:Inthekitchen!

Igooverthereandgreetheranddad.

Me:WheresSim?

Mom:Away.

Me:Where?Kamvashouse?

Mamashakesherheadno.

Her:No,herandSazihavegonetoseeKanyisa

fortheweekend.

What?!

Me:What?!!Andyoudidnttellmethisbecause?

Ma:Slippedmymind.



Whatthefuck!!!Istormofftomyroomandcall

Sazi.

Her:Bhuti!

Me:Hey!Whereareyou?

Sazi:InPE.

PortElizabeth?

Me:PE?Why?

Sazi:WithsisThando.Shelivesheremos?

Thandomoved?DoIsickenhersomuchthat

she'dtransfertoPEjusttobeawayfromme?

Yho.Ivemessedup.

Me:Oh.Howisshe?

Sazi:Fine.Happy.

Me:mmm..howsthebaby?

Sazi:Baby?Whatbaby?

Isthissomesickjoke?

Me:IsntThandopregnant?



Sazi:No.Infact,sheshellafine.Idontknow

howyoulethergo.HonestlyBhuti.Butkeits

yourlife,bye.

Shehangsup.HeeeundideleuSazi!Thenerve

ofhertotalktomelikethis.Andwhatdoesshe

meanThandosnotpregnant.KantididntLanga

saythatSiphesawherpregnantinDecember?

HeeIhavetoseethistobelieveit.Istripdown

andgoshower,getdressedandgotothe

dinnertable.

ItsawfullyquietandawkwardwithoutSimand

Sazitokeepusallchatty.Afterdinner,Suziand

Iwashdishes.Thisgivesmetimetobondwith

her,

Me:Sohowarethingsinyourlife?

Shefrownsandlooksatme

Her:Youtryingtomakesmalltalkwithme?

Couldthischildbeanymoreobvious?



Me:Yeah

Her:Why?

Me:Haibo.Whatdoyoumean?

Her:well,wheneveryourehereyoumakeityour

missiontoignoreme.Allofyoudo.

DoIreally?

Me:Idont.Andwhatdoyoumeanby"allof

you"?

Her:Youdo.Theguysofthishouseincluding

dad.ItslikeImsomefuckenplaguethat

everyoneistryingtogetridof.

Imstruckbyherwords.

Me:Itsnotlikethathaibo?Wellformeitisnt

Her:Yeahright.WhatdoIdo?

Me:uhm...youreinthirdyearright?

Sherollshereyes,hidingthehurtthatlays

beneaththem



Her:No!Igraduatedbutyouwouldntknow

becausetheonlypersonwhoeverpitchedto

mygraduationwasmom,simandSazi.Ima

fuckeninternatalawcompany,youjerk.But

obviouslyyoudontcarebecauseeverythingis

alwaysabouteveryonebutme.IfIweretodie

tomorrow,noonewouldpitchbecauseIm

irrelevanttoyourlifenotso?Nowonder

Kanyisaleftyou,youreanarrogantandselfish

bastardthatshouldrotinhellwithyourdadand

brotherstoo.Fuckallthemalesinthisfamily

makemefuckensick.Gotohellwithyoursmall

talk.

Withthatbeingsaid,shestormsoff,almost

knockingdadoffhisfeetintheprocess.Yho!

ImmoreofafuckupthanIthought.
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~Melisizwe~

Imleftspeechlessandwithtearsinmyeyes.



EverythingSuzisaidistrueandapangofguilt

strikesmyheart.Imsuchabadbrothertoher.I

didntevenpitchforhergraduation.Whodoes

that?

Dad:Andthen?Whathappened?

Me:DidyougotoSuzisgraduation?

Dad:No.ButIpromisedheracar.

Me:Whatthefuckdad!!!Doyouknowhow

muchshehatesandresentsyouforit?

Dad:Shesaidthat?

Me:Yeah.Allofusmalesinthisfamilyignore

her.Howsadisthatdad.

Dadstearsfalldownhisfaceandheturnsand

goesupstairs,probablytoSuzisroom.Ifollow

behindbecauseIfeelbadforeverything.How

couldInotpitchformyownsistersgraduation?

WhenIgetthere,Suziisonthefloorwithpills

byhersideandbloodpumpingoutofherarm.

Ohno!Whathavewedone?Dadisnthere.



Probablyspeakingtomom.

Me:Dad!Dad!

Heopenshisdoorandcomesrushing.Hesees

Suziinmyarmsandhestartstocry.Mama

screamsandcriestoo.Dadquicklyrecovers

himselfretreatstohisroomforcarkeys.Irun

downstairswithSuziinmyarms,shessolight.

InthecartothehospitalIshakeher

Her:Hmm?

Okayshesstillalive

Me:Babypleasedontdie.PleaseSuziImsorry.

Dontleavemejustyet.

Dadisdrivinglikeamadmanandmamais

seatedbesidehimwithAzionherlap.

Mama:Nottoofastbaby.Please.

Dadslowsdownabituntilwegettothe

hospital.WerushinandSuziistaken

immediately.Itakeoutmyphoneandcall



Langa

Him:Hey

Me:Cometothehospitalnow.

Him:Whatsup?Whathappened?

Me:Suzukiwetriedtocommitsuicide.

Theressilence,followedbyagentlesobandthe

linegoesdead.

IcallKhanya

Khanya:Bitchwhatnow?

Iwanttolaughbutnotnow.

Me:Cometothehospital.Suzitriedtokill

herself.

Him:Whatthe..

Click.Fuckwhatisupwithmybrothershanging

uponme.

IcallKamva,butitsaysthenumberisbusy.Itry

againandagainbuttonoavail.Mxm.



IminthereceptionareawhenLangaandthe

twinsburstinwiththeirwives.Langaseyesare

bloodshotred

Them:Whathappened?

Tata:Melisizweknows.

TheturntomeandInarrateeverythingthat

happenedandKamvacriesonNomsa's

shoulder.Itsasadsighttosee.Khanyajust

burieshisfaceinhishandsandsodoesLanga.

SipheisholdingLangaandOlwethuisrubbing

Khanyasback.Thisisheartbreaking.Thando

shouldvebeenheretocomfortme.Shegetsme

eventhoughwedidntknoweachotherforlong.

Imisshersomuchandallofthisismyfault.

Thedrcomesoutafterawhileandweallstand

tohearwhathehastosay

Him:She'llbeokay,outofdanger.Wepumped

thepillsoutofherstomachandstitchedupthe



tearonherwrist.Thankheavensitwasnttoo

deep.

Wesighoutofrelief

Him:But...

But?

Him:Shesseverlymalnurished.Herthroatis

heavelydamagedfromthebile.

Imconfused

Dad:No!

Wealllookatthem,confused.Drs!

Me:Idontunderstand

Him:Shesbulimic.Whateversheeatsshe

vomitsout.Herweightisthatofatoddler.Im

afraidthatshewillhavetobebookedintorehab

aswealsofoundalargedosageofheroineor

cocaine,westillareuncertain,inherblood

stream.

Weallgasp.Suziwasondrugs?



Him:Butthegoodnewsisthatshesaliveand

willdowell.Ifshetakescareofherself.

Heturnsandleavesus.Icrashontheseatand

letthetearsflow.HowcouldIhavebeenso

blindtoallofthis?

~Thando~

ThearrivalofSimandSazihasbeenthemost

blissfultimeinawhile.Theyvebroughtbacklife

intomethatIoncelost.Simwassoexcitedto

seeme.Sheactuallycried.Doyouknowhow

heartbreakingitistoseeachildcryof

happiness?Yho.ShehuggedmesotightlyandI

spunheraround.Sazijumpedonmeand

almostsqueezedthelifeoutofme.Itwasa

sweetsight.IintroducedthemtoAmorand

theylovedhertopieces.Simwastalkingbaby

languagetoherandtheygiggled.Weird!Kids!

Saziwasburstingwithexcitement,tellingme

aboutherboyfriendandall.Iwaslaughingmy



buttoff.WewenttothebeachandSpurfor

supper.Itreallywasheavenlyforallofus.But

thenourdaycametoabitterend,whenSazi

receivedacallthatSuzukiwewasinhospital.

HerandSazi,throughtearyeyes,beggedmeto

gowiththemhomeandcomebackMonday.I

wasntgoingtohaveclassonMondaysoitwas

cool.EvenThandiswaencouragedmetogo.

WegettoCapeTownandIcallmelisi.zwe

throughSazisvoice.

Him:Sazi.

Fuckthatvoice.Yeeer!Itsstillsexyasever.I

clearmythroatsoIdontmoan.

Me:Hi.NoitsThando?

Him:Thando?

Hesaysmynameinawhisper.Likeasilent

prayer.

Me:Yes.Whathospital?



HetellsmeandIhangup.Idrivethereand

carrySiminwhileSazirunsaheadofus.As

soonasweenterthewaitingroom,alleyesturn

tome.IwanttorollmyeyesbutIrefrainmyself.

IturntoMelisizwe.Fuckme!Yhohesso

beautiful.Especiallynowthathesbeside

himself.IgoovertouMam'Nalediandhugher.

Shecriesonmyshoulder,whilecarryinga

sleepingbaby.MustbeMelisizweschild,shes

gorgeous.Yeah,meandMam'Naledistayedin

touchevenaftermeandMelisizwegotdivorced.

Shecametovisitmealmosteveryweekafter

myallergicincidentthepreviousyear.Shedidnt

forcemetogetbackwithMelisizwe,she

respectedmydecision.HencewhyIstayedin

touch.ShesaidIwaslikeoneofherdaughters

andSimcalledmewithherphonealmost

always.IloveSimlikeshesmineandIm

attachedtoherlikeglue.Idontknowwhy.

IgooverandsitnexttoMelisizwe.



Absentmindedly,Irubhisbackandcomforthim.

Hepicksmeupandputsmeonhislapand

burieshisheadonmyshoulder.Myheartskips

afewbeatsandIrealisesomething.Istilllove

him.ButIcantshowhimorIllforeverbedrawn

tohimlikeamothtoaflame.

Him:ThankyouforbeinghereforSimandSazi.

Me:Itsnoproblem

Him:Simreallyadoresyou.

Me:AndIher.WhathappenedwithSuzi?

HenarratesthestoryandIfindmyselfteary.

SuziandIwerenotclosebutIlovedherlikeshe

wasmyownfleshandblood.Iwouldcallher

andhermebutnotoncedidIthinkshewas

using.ImsosadforSizwebecauseIknowhe'll

blamehimselfforthis.

YonelacomesinjustasImovefromMelisizwe

andgivesmearatherweirdlook.Idontknow

whetheritsnastyordisapprovingbutshecan



fuckoff.Imnothereforherman.Shegetstheir

babyandcallsMelisizweaside.Ihearthem

arguingandthebabycrying.Whatshappening

here?Melisizwejustgetsinhisfatherscarand

drivesoffleavingYonelaandthebabybehind.

Woah.Seemsliketroubleinparadisebutthats

notmyshitanymore.Mamaasksmeto

accompanyYonelatothehouseandgetthe

babythings.Yho!

WedriveinsilencetothehouseandImholding

babyAzi.Mygoshcouldthischildbeanycuter.

Italktoherinbabytalkandshegigglesandso

doesYonela.Iplaywithherandshesjusta

bundleofjoy.

Yonela:Helovesyou,youknow.

Me:Who?

Her:Whoelse?Melisizwe.Hetruellylovesyou.

Me:ohokay.



Howawkward.WhatcanIsaytothat?Thisis

noneofmybusiness.Hecanlovemeallhe

wantsbuthesnotgettingmebackshame.He

madehisbed,nowhemustlayinit.

WegettothehouseandIpacktheirthingsin

hercarandwavethemoff.Istartcooking

dinnerforthefamandgotoSuzisroom.Its

bloodyanddirtyanddark.Iopenupthe

windowsandcleanherroomforher.WhileI

cleanIfinddrugsinherbag,yho.Iputthemon

herdressingtableandcarryoncleaninguntilits

spotless,whilstcheckingonmypotsatthe

sametime.Ifinishupandswitchthestovesoff,

thengoupstairstoSuzisroomandflushthe

drugsaway.Shecanhateme,butthisisforher.

Ihearthedoorcloseandgodownstairsto

checkwhoitis.ItsMelisizwe.

Me:uhm,doyouwantsomejuice?

Heshakeshisheadnoandcornersmeagainst

thefridgedoor.Myheartisracingatthispoint,



hemoveshisheadcloserandhislipsfindmine.

Hismouthiscoolwithatouchofalcoholbut

nonethelessdelicious.Ifindmyselfresponding

tothekissandpullinghimclosertome.His

bodyfeelssogoodonmeagain.Whydoeshe

havethiseffectonme?
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~Thando~

Ourkissisgettingheatedaswepourour

emotionsandneedforeachother.Mylegsare

wrappedaroundhiswaistandhisdickis

pressingdeliciouslyonmycookiewalls.ButI

soonrecovermyselfandpushhimslightlyand

trytowrigglefree.

Me:Noo..mmm

Hestopsandbacksaway

Him:Imsosorry.

IsmileandmovehimcompletelyoffmeandI

goupstairstoSuzisroom.WhathaveIdone?



MamaandeveryonecomebackandIdishfor

them.Themoodissomberandtherestension

betweenMelisizweandI.Sexualtension.

Me:Mama,Imnotgoingtostay.Ihavetocheck

inatthehotel.

Naledi:HaiboThandowhy?Theresplentyof

roomhere.

Me:Ithinkitwouldbebestthisway.

IsayglancingatMelisizwe.Heresthethingnhe,

IcantstayinthishouseorMelisizweandIwill

definatelyfuck.Andnotalittlebit,thewhole

night.Ihaventgottensomeinawhileandhe

satisfiesmegreatlysothereisa100%chance

thatIwillsleepwithhimandIjustcantallow

that.Ivecometoofartofalloffthewagonnow.

Afterdinner,Melisizwedrivesmetomyhotel.

Really?

Him:Ihopeyounotleavingbecauseofme.

IsaynothingcauseallImthinkingaboutishow



delicioushisdickwouldbeinmymouth.Im

gettingwetatthethought.

Him:Imsorryforkissingyou.Itwaswrongof

metoviolateyourbodylikethat.

Me:Itsokay.

WegettothehotelandItellhimnottocomein.

Me:Thanx.Seeyoutomorrow,goodnight.

Hesmilesandrubsmyhand

Him:Sleepwell.

InmyroomImtossingandturningasIstillfeel

Melisizwespenisonmyvaginalwalls.FuckIm

soturnedonbyitallbutIneedtogeroverit.Im

hereforSuziandnottoreunitewithmyex.

Yonelaswordskeepringinginmyheadthathe

lovesme,butIbrushthataside.Imnolonger

histolove.Mythoughtsaredisturbedbyacall.

Me:Hello?



?:Heycanyoucometothehospital?

Me:Suzi?

Her:Yeah.PleaseIneedtoseeyou.

Me:OkayIllseewhatIcando.

Icallacabanditdropsmeoffatthehospital.I

walkpastthenurses,wellmorelikesneak

aroundbutthatsnotthepoint,untilIreachher

room.Igoinandshelookssoskinnyandpale.

Thereisaninstantlumpinmythroat,

Her:Hey.

Me:Heyboo.Whatswrong?

Shecrumblesandcries.Igoovertoherand

hugherandsootheher.

Her:Iwishthingsweredifferent.Whydontthey

loveme?

Me:Theydobaby.Yourdadandbrothwrslove

youdearlyjustthattheygetcaughtup

sometimes.



Her:Inwhat?Isworkmoreimportantthanme?

ForthemnottoevencomesupportmewhenI

wasgraduating?AmIsomuchofanuisanceto

thisfamily?

Ishakemyhead

Me:Noangelyounot.

Her:Thenwhydonttheycareforme?

Idontknowwhattosay,mymouthrunsdryat

herquestion.Inallhonesty,Icanunderstand

herpain,causeitsthesamepainIexperienced

withMelisizwe,butunlikeme,shecantdivorce

herfamily.

Her:Canyousleepherewithme?

Inodandshemovesupandwelayinbed

together,shecriessobitterlyinmyarmswhileI

sootheherandholdher.Afterawhile,shefalls

asleepandIfollowafter.

~Melisizwe~



Themorning,Idrivetothehospitalwithdad

andMom.WegointoSuziswardandfind

Thandoandhersleepingsosweetly.Itsacute

momenttobehold.Thandostirsandopensher

eyes.SodoesSuzi.

Me:Morning?

Thando:Hi.Suzi,Ishouldgetgoing.

SuzinodsandThandokisseshercheek.

Thandowearsherslippersandwalksmyway.

Me:Hi.

Shesmilesatme.Ioffertotakehertoherflat

andsheagrees.ThedriveissilentandIdrop

heroff.Shethanksmeandgoesin.Idriveback

tothehospitalandgoin.TataiscryingonSuzis

shoulderandapologisingtoher,beggingfor

forgivenessandthathe'llbemoreattendingto

her.Itsabittersweetsight.

Suzi:HadInottriedtokillmyselfwouldyou

havecaredtata?



Dad:IalwayscareSuzi.

Suzi:Enoughtonotnoticemypresence?To

valueallyourkidsbutme?Tataadmitit.You

dontloveme.Youneverhave.AmIevenyours?

Weallgasp.Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Mama:HaiboSuziwhatyoutryingtosay?

Suzi:Explainwhyhehatesmethen.Ihave

alwaysbeentheblackcloudinhislife.Mama

hasalwaysbeentheonetotakecareofme.

Wenaallyouveeverdoneisthrowmoneymy

way.Youknow...

Shecloseshereyesandsighs

Her:Leave.Pleaseleavetata.

Imshockedbutdaddoesashestoldandgets

uptoleave.MamafollowsandImovecloser

andholdherhand

Me:Imsorryforignoringyou.Itwonthappen

again.



Her:Whydoyoudoit?YougiveSaziandSim

time,butcompletelyobliviateme.

Me:Idontmeantodoitonpurpose.Justthat

theydemandmyattentionandyoualwaysin

yourroom.SoInevergetthechance.

Her:SoisthatwhyyouignoredThando,cause

shedidntdemandyourattentionlikeYonela?

Isigh

Me:Ithinkso.

Her:Oh.Doyouloveeachother?

Me:Who?

Her:YouandYonela?

Me:Iguessso.Whydoyouask?

Her:Doesntseemyouloveher.Like,dontget

mewrongnhe,butIthinkyouarejustgrateful

toherfortakingyououtofyourdepressive

modeandyoumistakingthatforlove.



ThedrivebacktoCapeTownissilentandIm

deepinthought.WhatSuzisaidtomestuckin

myheadandreally,IdontloveYonela.Im

greatfulandappreciativeofherbutthatsjustit.

Ipullupathomeandgoin.YonelaisinAzi's

room,lullinghertosleep.Iwatchedthemand

everythingSuzisaidcomescrashingdownon

me

Me:Yonela?

Shelooksatme

Me:Canwetalk?

SheputsAzidownandcomestoourbedroom.I

dontknowhowtoputthis?HowwillI?

Me:Doyouloveme?

Her:Yeahhaibo.

Me:No,reallyloveme?Areyouinlovewithme?

Pleasedontsparemyfeelingstellmethetruth.

Her:Whereisthiscomingfrom?Isthisbecause

ofThando?



Me:What?No!

Her:Thenwhyallofthesequestionsallofa

sudden?WhatareyousayingMelisizwe?Spitit

out!

Thisiswhatdrivesmemad.Hergoingfrom

zerotoahundred.

Me:DonttalktomelikeImachild.Respectme

woman!

Her:IllfuckenspeaktoyouhowIwant.

Me:See?ThisiswhatImtalkingabout.Theno

respect.Dontpissmeoff.Dontraiseyour

fuckingvoiceatme.Rha!

Her:Orwhat?Huh?What?

IstormoffbeforeIdosomethingIllregret.

Whendidthingsgetlikethis?Wewerehappy,in

loveorsoIthought.

Attheclub,Imtakingshotsaftershot,drink



afterdrink,justdowningmysorrows.WhydidI

fuckupwithThando?Thisyounggirlpullsme

tothedancefloorandImovewithher.Our

bodiesgrindingagainsteachother,alleyesare

onusasWizkid's-ComeClosercomeson.One

thingaboutmeisIcanmove,thewayIm

workingthisyoungladiesbodyasIbendher

andtwistheralloverthisfloorisemmaculate.

Whenthesongends,ImabitsoberedupsoI

bowandgieherafriendlyhugthenexittheclub.

Igetinmycaranddrivehomeinmydrunken

state.LuckilytherearenocopspatrollingorId

beinshit.Igethome,openthegateandgoin.I

layonthecouchandpassout.

ThemorningIwakeupwithagruesome

headachethatthreatenstosplitmybrain.Fuck!

Islowlygetoffthecouch,mybodypainingasI

do,andheadtothebathroom.Mypathis

blockedbyYonela

Her:Uvelaphi?(whereareyoucomingfrom?)



Me:Out.

Ipushpastherandgointothebathroomand

domybusiness.WhenIcomeout,Yonelaisin

thekitchenspittingfireandblazinghellonme.

Butreally,Imunfazed.Whydidwegetmarried?

Wewerebetteroffaslovers,noasfriends.She

wasmyrightwingman.Isthisallamistake?

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetdivorced.

Shestopswhatshesdoingandlooksatme.No

words.Noemotion.Nothing.
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~Thando~

TheweekenswasbittersweetbutatleastIgot

tospendtimewithmylovies.NowitstimeI

headbackhomeandfacereality.Theflightis

rathershortandKevincomestofetchmeatthe

airport.AndwhosKevin,youask?Hm...wouldnt

youliketoknow.Hesmynewboothang.Icant

besingleforever.Westillfreshwethuandhes



doing3rdyearinscientificengineering.Smart,

nerdybutfine.Hecomesfromawealthyfamily.

Hehasdarkbrowneyes,chocolatesmoothskin,

abeard(megaturnon),dimplesandlipsthat

aresofterthanbutteronahotsummersday.I

canttellyouaboutthebedroomcausewe

haventdoneit,butsoonenoughwewill.Watch

thisspace.Ihopehedoesntdohisownshit

betweenmylegs.Anyway,hedrivestomy

apartmentandwegoin.

Him:Sohowisshe?

Me:Shesgoodbabe,betterthanbefore.

Him:Thatsgood.Imissedyou.

Me:Metoo.SorryIdidntcallyou,Iwasheldup.

ButIllmakeituptoyou.

Him:Yeah?

Hisbodywasalreadypressedagainstmineand

mylipsclosetohis.Inodandmovecloser.



Themomentourlipstouch,themoodchanges

tosavagemode.Hiskissesarenolongersweet

butneedy.Hishandsroamingaroundmybody

tryingtogetafeelofme.Weremoveeach

othersclothesandhelaysmeonthebed.He

divesheadfirsttomycoochieandImustsay

hisheadgamecoulddowithsomemorework.

Buthedoesleavemewetandwantingmore.

Hetrailshiskissesuptomyfaceandspreads

mylegswider.Hetearsafoilpacketandslides

acondomonhisimpressivelengthand

positionshimself.Hekissesmeashetriesto

slidehimselfinme.Itsbreathtaking.Fuckhis

stroke?Impeccableyho.

Me:Kevin...mmmm...

Hesaysnothingexceptbreatheprovocativelyin

myear.Hemovesslowlyinthebeginning,

adjustingmycoochietoaccomodatehislength.

Fuck!Oncehescomfortable,hestartsmoving

andpumpingme,inamomentofweakness,I

letoutamoanandsilentlycumonthesheets.



Him:Imnotdonewithyou.

What?

Heflipsmeoverandbringsmykneesupand

lowersmyback.Hesmacksmyasshard.

BeforeIcanyelp,heslamshimselfinmeandI

scream.Suchbliss.Hegrabsmywaistand

startsmovinghardandfast.Imgrabbingonto

thesheetsfordearlifeashefucksme.Im

moaningandgroaningwhileshessilent,only

breathinghardandfastlikehispace.Mybody

canttakeitanymoresoIcumhardonhisdick

andhecallsoutmynamewhiletighteninghis

griparoundmywaist.Wearebothleft

breathlessandwetaswecomecrashingdown

onthebed.

Kevin:IfthisistherewardIgetwheneveryoure

away,thenyoushouldgomoreoften.

Igiggleandlayonhischest,listeningtohis

calmingheartbeat.



Themorning,Imwokenupbywetkissesonmy

necktrailingtonybreasts.Imoanwhenhe

sucksonmyhardnipples.

Him:Morning.

Hishandrubsmycookiewhilehislipslickmy

breasts.HeavenlyItellyou.

Me:Baby...

IsallIcanmanagetosay.Hemovesdownto

myhoneypotandkissesmethere.Icanfeel

mylegstrembleandmypleasurebuilding,then

hestops.Likecompletelystops.Hepecksme

onthelips,rollsoverandgetsoutofbed.

Uhmm...whattheactualfuck?!Hedressesand

imstillspeechless.

Him:Lateforclass.Seeyoulater.Hepecksme

againandleaves.Imflabbergasted.He!Yho.

~Melisizwe~

ItsMondaymorningandImwithmylawyers

Qui vive



draftingoutadivorcesettlement.Icantkeep

livingalieanymore.Imtoooldforthisshit.

HeresthebackgroundonmeandYonela:She

wasmyfriendbeforeshewasmygirl.Wewere

friendsforquitesometimewhenIwasfucking

herfriend,thenthingswentsouthforusandwe

endedupbreakingoffbutYonelaandI

maintainedourfriendship.Shemademelaugh,

smile,happyandexcitedtowakeupthenext

day.Thatshowgoodthingswerebetweenus.

Thenthisotherday,wekissedandhadsex.And

Ithinkthatswhenwestarteddating.ButSuzi

wasright,IneverlovedYonelalikelovesdo.I

lovedherlikeshewasmyfriend.Andnowits

timetosetherfreesosomeoneelsecanlove

herthewaysheneedstobeloved.She

deservesthatandIneedtotakeatimeoutand

findmyself.

Atthehouse,IhandYonelathedivorcepapers

andshetakesthem



Her:MylawyerandIwillreviewthemandget

backtoyou.

Inod.

Her:Butinthemeantime,youcantstayhere.

Me:Butthisismyhousetoo.

Her:Ifyoustay,AziandIleave.

Ithrowmyhandsup,resigning.

Me:Fine!Illgo.

Igoupstairsandpackasmallbag,thenleave

tooneofthehotelsandforthefirsttimeina

longtime,Ihaveapeacefulnight.

ItsThursdayandImmeetingupwithYonela

andherlawyers.Ihopeshedoesntgiveme

grieforhellwillbreakloose.Imnotpreparedto

sacrificeanymorethanIhaveto.Ivealready

lostThandoandalmostmysister.

MrKat:Myclienthasthefollowingwishes;half

ofwhatMrMvelaseowns,fullcustodyoftheir



daughterandR30000amonthforchild

support.

Ilaugh.No,seriously,IlaughsohardIcanfeel

thetearsfallingdownmyface.Everyoneis

lookingatme.Isthisbitchforreal?

Me:Shegetsthehouseandkeepsherporsche

andSUV,jointcustodyandR10000monthly.Or

we'llseeherincourt.

Igetup,lookatherwithsuchdisgustandwalk

out.WhendidYonelabecomethisgreedy?She

usesmymoneytogeteverythingthatshe

currentlyowns.Thecars,theinternationaltrips,

theshoppingsprees.Iwastheonewhoforked

outmyhard-earnedmoneytobuyherthatshit

andnowshewantstogetsmart?Bitch!

Iminmyoffice,slavingawayasalwaysandmy

lawyercalls.Yonelaistakingmetocourt.Hee!

Shesreallyserious.Icallthebankandletthem

freezeallmytransferstoher.Letsseehow



she'llpaythelawyer.Allhercreditthatsdue

monthend,Icutoff.Letthebitchpayitherself.

Fuckthat!Itstimetodance.

TodayisThursdayandawholeweekhas

passedsinceYonelaandIspoke.Herphone

rings,probablydebtcollectorsandshelooks

drained.Shesaidshe'lldropitall,butitstoo

latenow.Shesalreadyinfuriatedmeandnow

itstimeforcourt.Anyway,shecancallher

uncletopayforhershitmos,hesrich.

Mylawyer,MrCrawfordisdefendingme

superbly.Squanderinganyaccusationsand

claimmadethatwasfalsemyway,highlighting

allmyeffortsandraisingmyimageasafather.

ThejudgereacheshisrulingandIgetjoint

custodyofAzi,Yonelaisnotgettingadimeof

mymoneyandR6000forchildsupport.

Yonelaislividandthrowingdaggersmywaybut

Icouldnotgivdtwoshits.Shesclaimingwe

boughtthejudgeandallthatbull.



ItsSaturdayandYonelaismovingoutofmy

house.SoamIcauseImputtingthehouseup

forsale.Ivedecidedtomovebackintomy

condowhichIboughtyearsagowhenIwasa

bachelor.Itshas3bedroomssoAziwillgether

own.MycondoisalreadysetupasIvehired

peopletofixitupandmakeAzisroom

comfortable.Also,Ivetakenandsoldall

jewellerypiecesIveeverboughtYonela.Fuck

her.IgotlikeR250000atmost,whichIwas

happyabout.Shewantedtobepettyandtry

takemymoney,ha!Clearlyshedoesntknowme.

Mom,SuziandSimcomeovertomy'house'to

seemeandofcoursemomdisapproves.

Mom:Thisplaceistoosmallforasmallchild.

Youmustgetabiggerhouse.

Me:Itsnotlikeyouguysevervisit.EvenwhenI

hadthebighouse...soitsfineformeandmy

child.



Suzi:Howareyoubro?

Me:Imgood.Happy,relievedthatImnolonger

livingalie.

Mom:Mkm.Sowhatnextfromhere?

Me:Idontknow.Maybeworkonmyselfand

findmyfeet.Thenseewheretheroadtakesme

fromthere.

~Thando~

ImatKevinsplace,preparingamealformeand

him.Ihaventforgottenwhathedidtomelast

weekandtodayhesgoingtopay.Whodoeshe

thinkheis?Makingmewetthenleavingme

hangingabdsexuallyfrustrated.Ha!Hewill

knowme.Anyway,Imwearingonlysexylingerie

andagownjustincasesomeoneknocksand

alsoforwhatIhaveplanned.Hecomesin

Him:Baby!Imhome.

Ha!Babymyass...



Me:Kitchen.

Hecomesinandstopswhenheseesme.My

robeisopenandImsittinginthehighchair

sippingonsomewine.

Him:Hey.

Me:Hello.

Him:Youlooksexy.

Me:Onlyforyoubaby.

HeswallowshardasIwalktohim,droppingmy

robealongtheway.Hedropshisbookbagon

thefloorandIpullhimtome.Kissinghimas

myhandsmaketheirwaytohisjeans,whileI

unbucklethemanddropthemalongwithhis

underwear.Assoonastheycomeoff,Imake

mywaydownandputhisrather,large,penisin

mymouth.Isuckhimsoslowlyandsoftlyand

hitgodeeper,hittinghisdickatthebackofmy

throat.Hegroansandtheveinsinhispenisget

harder,indicatinghescoming.Istop,getupand



grabmykeys.Igetmygownandturntohim

Me:Gottago.Imbabysitting.

Thenturntoleave.Ha!Youshouldveseenthe

lookonhisface.Priceless.
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~Thando~

Halfwaytomyapartment,IfeelbadsoImake

au-turnbacktomybooshome.Ineedsome

gooddickinhreally.Igetthereandgetout.

Theresthunder,seemsliketheheavensare

openingup.Igetastherainstartstofallandgo

in.

?:HarderKevin,please...aaaah!Yeah!

Woah!Whothefuckisthat?Imovecloserto

hisroomandopenthedoor.ThereIfindKevin

bendingsomegirl,pullingherhairandfucking

herhard,lookslikeinherass.Wow!Imalittle

turnedonbythis

?:Wanajoin?



Myeyesmovetoherandoureyesmeet.Wow.

ThisisAngela.Myso-calledfriendthatImade

thisyear.Wow.KevingaspsandAngelasmiles.

Sodeviously

Kevin:Baby...listen...

Ishakemyheadandwalkout.IcanhearKevins

footstepsbehindme,butIkeepwalking.He

blocksmyentrancetomycardoor.

Me:MoveandgofuckAngela!

Him:Baby...please...i...

Me:nothing!Iheardhowmuchofaplayeryou

werearoundcampusandallthestoriesthat

roamed,butstillIkeptmyfaithinyou.But

youvejustprovedmewrong.Nowgetoutofmy

FUCKENpathyoupieceofShit!

HegaspsandIpushhimpastmeandIgoin

anddrivehome.ImsopissedthatIdonteven

cry.ImjustcalmanddrivetoDavidsplace.I

standintherainbeforeknockingonthedoor.



DavidopensandthetearsIvebeenholdingin,

comegushingout.HeopenshisarmsandIcry

inthem.

David:Whatswrongnunu?

Me:IfoundKevinhavingsexwithAngela.

David:Illfuckhimup.

Me:No.Leavehim.Lettheguilteathimup.Im

done.

HebrushesmybackandThandiswacomes

downstairsinonlyDavidsshirt.

Her:Heybaby,whathappened?

Itellherthroughtearswhatshappenedandshe

comfortsme.HerandDavidgiveeachother

glancesandlooks.Oh!

Me:Uhm...wellIshouldgetgoing,lookslikeI

interruptedaloverssession.Andbesides,both

ofyoureakofsex,itsquiteapungentsmell.

TheylaughandsodoI.



Onmywaybackhome,Iplaytheradioandmy

favouritesongcomesonandImsinginginthe

car.Almostdancingeven.Myphonerings,

unknown

Me:Hello?

?:HiThando.

FuckIknowthatvoiceanywhere.Itshim,my

Melisizwe

Me:HiBhuti.

Him:Howareyou?

Me:Alrightthanksandyou?

Him:Imgood.

Theressilence...whatsthepointofthiscall

again?

Him:Justwantedtohearyourvoiceagain.Bye.

Click.Hedrops.Howfuckenrandom.Igopast

apizzaplaceandgetfoodthendrivetomy



place.Icouldreallyuseafriendrightnow.But

pityminewastoobusyfuckingmyboyfriendto

care.IeatupandcallSuzi.Wehaveanhour

longchataboutourselves.Thenshetellsme

aboutMelisizweandhisdivorce.Yho!Andhere

IwasthinkingthatYonelawasalady.Mkmhow

timeshavechanged.

Anyway,Iwakeupearlyandgotothehairsalon

anddyemyhairshockingpink.Itssocrazyand

Iloveit.Igetmynosepiercedwhichishella

soreandgotoclass.IgetthereandAngelais

seatedinwhatusedtobeourusualspot.Igo

sitnexttothisothergirl.

Me:Hi,Thando.

Her:Hi,Qaqamba.

Me:Nieface.

Shegigglesandcoversherface.Thelefthand

hasaringonit.

Her:Butyoursisbetter.



Ilaugh

Me:Congrats.Arranged?

Shegasps

Her:How'dyouknow?

Me:Usedtobein.

Thelecturercomesinandwesitandpay

attention.Heassignsusprojectsandsayswe

shouldworkintwos.IsmileatQueandshe

nodsandsmilesback.Yes!Wegetupandwalk

outafterthelecture.Angelacallsme.Irollmy

eyes.IpullQuewithme

Me:Yes?

Her:Canwetalk?

Me:Talk

Her:Inprivate

AndshegesturestoQue,givingheranastylook.

Bitchnah

Me:Youlostthatpriviledgewhenyouwere



fuckingmyboyfriend,sotalk.Whatdoyouwant?

Her:TosayImsorry.

Me:oh.Thatsit?

Her:HaiboThando?

IrollmyeyesandwalkoffwithQue.

Me:Promiseyou'dneverfuckmyboyfriend

behindmyback.

Her:Onlyifyoupromisenevertoseducemy

husband

Me:Nahgirl.IknowwhatthatfeelslikesoI

wouldntdare.Shelaughsandweswearonit.

TherestofthedayIspendwithQuelaughing

andchatting.Shereallyisbeautifulthough.

~Melisizwe~

Thandostillsoundsthesameifnotbetter.Last

nightIwaskindofstalkingheronInstaand

facebook.IcantbelieveIlethergo.Myoneand



only.Imisshertoomuch.

TheJuneholidaysarefastapproachingand

newshasitthat,Thandowillbeatmomsfor

theholidaysandIwillthenbemakingmymove

onherthen.Ijustneedtobestrategicabout

everything.ThemoodbetweenSuziandDadis

atitsworsttoapointwhereSuzidoesnteven

recognisedadsexistance.Momstryingto

mediatebutfailingdismally.Yho!Theonly

personSuzitalkstoisme,therest?yho.

Me:Suzigirl!

Shelaughs

Her:Areyousureyounotonmyteam?(gay)

Me:Never.Doyouknowhowgoodnookieis?

Shelaughsandpushesmeaway.Theresa

knockonherdooranddadcomesin.Suzirolls

hereyes.IattempttostandbutSuziholdsme

down.

Dad:Suzukiwe,howlongwillyoupunishmefor?



Her:Idontknow.Untilmyheartstartsfeeling

guilty.UntilImnolongersickenedbythe

momentsyousharewitheveryoneelsebutme.

UntilIcansleepwithoutbreakingapart.Until...

Shebreathesin,Imguessingtostopthetears

fromcoming

Her:UntilIknowwhatitsliketobelovedbya

father.

Dad:ButIdoloveyou.Ialwayshave.

Suzi:Wordsmeannothingifyouractionsdont

follow.

Dad:Suziplease,Icanttakeitanymore.

Mydadgoesonhiskneesandkneelsather

feet,crying.

Him:Please.Releasemefromthismiseryand

Illdobetter.

Seeingmyfathergrovelandbegisasoresight

tobehold.Icantwitnessthisanymorebecause

itscrushingmeontheinside.Icanhearsniffing,



butIkeepmyheadbowed.

Suzi:Promise?

Dad:Promise

Suzi:Yougobacktoyouroldwaysandyou'll

neverseemeagain.Imeanitdad.

Dad:Okaymybaby.

Ilookupandfindthemembracingandholding

eachothernearanddear.

Onmywayhome,Yonelacalls.

Me:yes?

Her:CanyoutakeAzitheseholidays?Because...

Icutheroff

Me:Noproblem.JustsmsmewhenandIll

comefetchher.

Her:okay.Thanks.

Shehangsup.Ivevowedtomyselfthatno



matterwhat,Iwillbethereformydaughterno

matterwhat.Shesmylifeline.TheleastIcando

isbeciviltoYonela,forthesakeifAzi.

Therestoftheweekisratherdull,justwork

stuffandgymkeepmeoccupiedbutFriday

schoolsclose,whichmeansthatThandowillbe

heresoonandmyplantogetherbackwill

commence.Irefusetolose,butIwont

pressurizeher.Kakadeshewasminefirstand

thistimeitwillbedifferentbecauseitwilljust

beus.

Anyway,FridayrollsaroundandIknockoff

early.IdrivetoYonelasapartmentandfetchAzi,

thenwedrivedowntoCapeTowntomoms

place.Shesverytalkative,wellinherbaby

language,itsadorable.IgethomeandIm

welcomedbySimandSazi.SuziisinPEtosee

Thando.Ihopeshedoesntfuckthisupforme.

Me:Hellofamily.

Mama:Heybaby



Dad:Myson.Whatsupbra?

Nowhattheheck?

Me:aaah,nodad.Dontever...thatwas...okay.

Weird!Sazi!!!

Shecomesindraggingherfeet

Her:yes?

Me:firstly,answerwhenIcallandsecondly,

whyisdadspeakinglikethis?Itshellaweird

yho.

Her:uhm,21stcenturyparentingiswhatthey

callit.Itsmegaawkward.Tellthemtostop

causetheydoingitinfrontofmyfriends.

Ilaughandshakemyhead.Yeah,myfamily.

Theweekendisgreatandmomismorethan

happytotakeAziwhenIgotowork.The

monday,IdecidetodosomethingIvebeen

skepticalinalongtime.Imgettingatattoo.Yep,



me,thebusinessmogulwhosbeendivorced,

twiceImightadd,atage31andisnow

somebodysfather,isgettingatattoo.Imao

nervous.Wherewillitbe?Whatwillitsay?Willit

hurt?Idrivetothetattooparlourin

Stellenboschandsitinthechairsandwait.

Luckilytheresnooneyetasits7amandthe

tattooisthasntcomein.Hefinallyarrivesand

Imnervousashell.

Him:Shaun

Me:Melisizwe.

Him:HowcanIhelp?

Me:Imheretogetatattoo.

Well,duhdude!Shaunhasthegracetolaugh

Him:Okay.Butwhere?

Me:onmylefttorso

Him:Yousure?

Me:Yeah.



Him:Okay,whatdoyouwantittosayor

symbolise?

Me:Idlikewords'MeliThando'writteninbold

italics.Nottoobigbutsmallenoughtobe

visible.

Henodsandhesetsup.IsmileasIthinkof

whatImabouttodo.Itonlymakessenseto

havehername,etchedacrossmyheart.And,

evenifshedoesnttakemeback,she'llforever

bethewomanwhohasmyheartandsoul.
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~Melisizwe~

Gettingatattooispainfulyhu!Isatstillforan

entirehourtogetmytattoodoneright.Butits

allworthit.Thandohasgonethroughalotof

painbecauseofmeandImwillingtowalk

throughfireandhelltobewithher.Somemay

arguethatImtoooldforherbutfrankly,Icould

notcare.SheismineandIamhers.



Shaun:Imdone,youlike?

Me:Ohsorryman,itsamazing.Thanks.

Him:Payatthefront.

Me:Thanksman.

Igooutandpay.ItipShauntooforhiswork

andgotowork.Itslikemychestisburning,and

Icantconcentrate.IhopeImnotallergictothe

inkthough.ImfindingithardtoconcentratesoI

leave.ItellStevetocancelallmyappointments

andIgotomyplace.ItsMondaysoImbored.

Arg,IgetinmycaranddrivetoCapeTown.Im

justgoingtospendthedaywithmysisters.

Igethomeandall3arethere.Suzihaslefther

previousworkasthecontractisup.Igethome

andtakemygirlsouttoCanalWalkforadayat

themall.Theyshopandeatandjusthavefun

man.ItsbeenawhilesinceIvelaughedthis

hard.Sazisphonerings,



Her:Siswam.

Thando?

Her:Nooo...butweplannedsomuch.

....

Her:Okay.Congratsthough.Seeyouintwo

weeksthen.

....

Her:Promise?

....

Her:Okayloveyou

Me:Sayhiforme.

Her:Bhutisayshi.

...

Sazigigglesandlooksatme.

Her:Okay.Loveyoumost.Bye.

ShehangsupandlooksatSim



Her:Thandosaysshe'llcallyoutonight.

Sim:Okay.Imissher.

Yeahmetoo.Suziclearsherthroatandlooksat

me.DidIsaythatoutloud?

Me:What?Nonevermindletsgohome.

Sim:yeahImsuremommymissesme.

Weallchuckle.MamasbabyuSimyhu!Butke,

sheisalmost6,itsherbirthdaynextweek.I

hopeThandocomesthrough.

~Thando~

Imscreamingmylungsoutandjumpingaround

withQaqamba.Ohmygosh!

Sanele:Woah!Andthen?Whatsthecommosion?

Iseverythingokay?Qamba?

WeinstantlystopandIlookdown.SaneleYozi

isQueshusband.HeisaboutMelisizwesage

andverybufftoo.Hesayellowboneandvery



cute.HimandQuelookdamngoodtogether.

Me:uXoloBhuti.

Isaythat,kissQueonthecheekandheadout.

Sanele:WhyyouleavingThando?

Me:IthinkitsbestthatIgo.You'llseewhy.

IturntoQue

Me:Hopetoseeyoutomorrow.Callmesowe

canhavecoffeebeforeweleave.Loveyou.

Her:Loveyoumost.

ShesmilesandIwinkandleave.Tobehonest,

Saneleintimidatesmetoomuch.Henever

smilesandhehasarough,deepvoicethatis

veryauthoratativeandmakesmeshakeinmy

pants.Quelovesit.Hayishameitscaresthe

crapoutofme.SoIneverwanttobeinhis

presencemuch,unlessIhaveto.Dontgetme

wrong,Iliketheguy,butfromafar.

QueandIhavegottensupercloseandshesjust



anangel.Shesastraighttalkerandnotafraidto

voiceherwords.Shedoesnttakeshitandis

alwaysfightingmybattles.Sheunderstands

whenItellheraboutMelisizweandall,andshe

supportsmelikeatruesister.Ilovethatabout

her.

Oh,youwanttoknowwhyIwasscreaming?

Well...IandQuehavebeeninvitedtoan

accounting/financialsummit.InChicago!Imso

stockedIcant.ThandiswaandDavidwereso

excitedformeandsheboughtmea

watch(goldwithdiamonds)tosay

congratulations.HerandIhavegotreallyclose

andsheslikemymothernow.Davidistrying

buthe'llforeverbemycooluncle.Icancallhim

aboutanythingatanyhourandhespreparedto

listen.Awesomeguy.SoImleavingforaweek

onFridayandImtoohappy.

Illbeexcitedtoletyouknow,thatIthinkand



missMelilessandlessastimegoesby.Ithink

Imbeginningtoheal.AndIthinkthisleavewill

domegoodandgetmetoreallyfocusonmy

work.Butsadly,Sazipostedapicwithherand

himandallmyfeelingscameback.You

shouldveseenhim,yho!Sexwasjustoozing

fromhislips,tohiseyestohisbody.Heis

sexierthaneveryhu!Hehastrimmedhisbeard,

cuthishair(chiskop)andbuff.Likethatfuckme

tillIsquirtbuff.IjustdrooledandImustsay,

gotwetandmasturbatedtohispic.Icouldnt

helpmyself.Heusedtobemineanyway.

Sim:HelloSisi

Me:Hibabyhowareyou?

ImonthephonewithSimandImdreading

tellingherIllmissherpartynextweek.Idont

wanttocrushmylittlebaby.

Sim:Imfinehowareyou?



Me:Imokay

Her:Whenareyoucominghere?

Mmm!Heregoes..

Me:Baby,Imgoingtocomeonthelastweekof

holidays.

Her:Butthenthatmeansyou'llmissmyparty.

Me:YesImsorrynana,butIpromiseIllmakeit

uptoyou.Wecandoanythingandeverything

youlikewhenigetback?

Her:Getback?Getbackfromwhere?

Me:ImleavingforawhilebutIllbeback.

Her:Oh.

Shesoundssosadandmyheartisbreakingbut

ihavetogo.Thisisaonceinalifetime

opportunity.

Her:Okay.Byenow.

Shehangsup.Iknowsheshurt,shesprobably

cryingbuttheresnothingicando.Ihavetodo



thisformeandmyfutureandmaybemyfuture

kids.Icantdependonanyonebutmyself.My

phoneringsanditsSuzi

Me:Boobear.

Her:Hey.SoIseeyoufinallytoldSim?

Me:*sigh*yeah.ItsheartbreakingbutIhaveto

dothisSuzi.

Suziwasthefirsttoknowaftermyparens

ofcourse,andmalumeandOluhle.Oluhleis

nowintheFreeState,studyingthere.Imso

happyforher,butIllseeherinDecemberagain.

Imissher.Butanyway,backtothenow.

Suzi:IunderstandbabesandImfullybehind

you...

Therearevoicesinthebackground

Me:Suzi.Babes?Hello?

Her:Hey,wait,Bhutiwantstotalktoyou.

Me:Suzi...



Fuck!Amiready.Itsbeenalmost2months

sinceIspoketohim.

Him:Hey.

Damn,thatvoice.Yhoitgetsmeeverytime.

Why?

Me:Hi

Him:Ihearcongratulationsareinorder.

Me:uh..yeah...thanks

Silence...whendidwebecomeawkward?

Causethelastcallwasalsolikethis.

Him:So.Simisabitcrushed.

Me:Yeah,Ifeelsobad.

Him:Dontbe,she'llbefine.Enjoyyourself.

Me:Iwillthanks.

Him:Bye.

Me:Bye.

Hehangsup.Mystomachfeelssogiddyand



fuzzy.Whyisheaffectingmeso?

FridaycomesaroundandImpackedandready

togo.Imsoexcitedandreadytoexplorethe

world.QueandIareonthewaytotheairport

withSaneledriving.Theycantkeep,wellSanele

mostly,theirhandsoffeachother.Itssocute.I

wishIexperiencedthismuchjoyinmymarriage.

Butke,allthingshappenforareason.

Que:Babystop!Thandoisrighthere.

Sanele:So?Letmejusttouchit.Feelit.

Me:Ooooh!Euw...okay...wow!Thoughtmy

parentswereroudy,nopeIwasverymuch

mistaken...euw!

SanelechucklesandQueswatshishandaway,

Imguessingembarrassed.Itakemyearphones

outandplugthemin.IbrowseandplayLetme

loveyoubyDjSnakexJustinBieber.Thissong.

Thissongmara!Itdoesthingstomyemotions.



Yho.MyeyesareclosedasIletthewordssoak

intomyhead.ThecarcomestoastopandI

openmyeyes.We'rehere.Thankfuck.Itakemy

earphonesoutandgetreadytogo

Que:Imgoingtomissyousomuch.Promise

youwillbehave?

Sanele:Ipromise.Iloveyou.

Queistearingupsomuch.

Her:Iloveyoumost.

IgetoutasIcanfeelapangofjealousy.Iwish

thatwasme.Butmytimewillcome,maybeits

notnow.Shecomesouteventuallywipingher

tearsandsherunsaroundandburiesherface

inSaneleschest.Afterawhile,shepullsback

andwipeshertearsandgiveshimonehellofa

smooch.ImjuststandingthereawkardAFfam.

ButImgood.Afterawhile,weleaveandgoin.

Ourflightisalreadybeingcalledsowerunover

thereandgetreadytoleave.Firstclassbaby!



*Oneweeklater*

YjomytimeinChicagowasamazing.Just

fabulosityinitstruestform.Ilearntsomuch

andwentsightseeingfordays.Ireallyenjoyed

myselfandsodidQue.Wetooksomanypics

andatesomuch.Itreallywasgreat.Imsoglad

Igottoexperiencethiswithher.Butke,sadly,it

hascometoanendandworstofall,Imgoing

homesolo.SanelecamethereandhimandQue

willbegoingtoNewYorkfortherestofthe

week.Howsweetisthat?

ImontheflightbacktoCapeTownfrom

Chicago.ImissSimbutImnotgoingtostay

long.Just3daysthengobackhome.Melisizwe

istheonetopickmeupfromtheairportandhe

lookssogoodinhissuit.

Him:Hey.

Ilaugh.Hesholdingabigboardwithmyname

andpictureonit.Itssoadorable



Me:Didyoureallyhavetogetsuchahuge

board?

Him:Yeah,soyouwouldntmissme.

Igiggle.

Me:HowcanI?

Hesmilesandweshareahug.Itswarmandit

feelslikehome.

Thedrivetohishomeissilentwithhimstealing

glancesmyway.Imsotiredanddrowsy.

Melisizweslideshishandoverandlocksitwith

mine.Ismileandlookoutthewindow.Hestill

wantsmebackandsodoI,butamIprepared

togobackdownthatroadagain?
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~Melisizwe~

Herhandinminefeelslikedestiny.Im

captivatedbythismomentandelatedthatshe

hasntsnatchedherhandawayfrommine.

Clearlyshemustfeelsomethingthenorshe



wouldntbesmiling.Wepullupatthehouseand

Ireluctantlyletgoofherhand.ItsearlyMonday

morning,possiblythecrackofdawn.Iofferto

carryherbaginandsheletsme.Sheopensthe

doorandSimjumpsonher,thankfuckIm

behindherorshewouldvefallen.

Thando:Hibaby...

Sim:Hi.Didyoumissme?

Thando:Idid.Butletschatinthemorning,Im

reallytiredandneedtosleep.

Sim:Okay.Letsgosleep.

Simgrabsherhandandleadsherupstairsto

herroom.Itakeherluggagetomyroom,force

ofhabit,andgolockup.WhenIgobacktomy

room,IfindThandotherechangingintopjs.She

turnsandsmilesatme.Herbodydoes

somethingtomeyho.Imliterallyswallowingso

much,causeImfuckendrooling.

Her:Goodnight



Sheleansinonhertoesandkissesthecorner

ofmymouth.Shegrabsmydick,winksand

walksout.Fuckme!

~Thando~

AfterIleaveMelisizwesroomIrunupstairsto

Simsroom.WhydidIdothat?ButyhoIthinkits

gottenbigger.Itwasneverlikethiswhenwe

wereintimate.

Aaahswearatmeallyouwant,butIwant

Melisizwesbodyonme.Ihaventhadsexina

whileandrightnow,Icoulddowithsomegood

lovingbeforethenextsemester.ButmaybeI

shouldntdoitwithhimcauseIknowIwillcatch

feelingshardandfastandthenitwillallbe

gameoverforme.Ineedtodothisstrategically

soitdoesntbackfireonme.Assoonasmy

headhitsthepillow,itslightsoutforme.

Inthemorning,Iwakeup,washmhfaceand

brushmyteeth.Thenwrapmyselfinagown



andgoout.

Mama:Morningsunshine.Ooolovethered!

Igiggles,morelikeblushandMelisizwewas

sittingtherelookingallsortsofdivineandI

swallowhard,thinkingaboutlastnight.

Me:MolweniMa,yougood?

Her:Imfinebaby.HowwasChicago?Didyou

enjoy?

Me:Uhm...

BeforeIcananswermyphonerings,its

Thandiswa.Melisizweislookingatme,

checkingmeout.Ha!Letthegamesbegin.

Me:Excuseme...Hibaby.

Isaywalkingout,IcanhearMelisizwehuffand

Iwanttolaughsobadly.

Thandiswa:Hinana,howwasit?

Me:Amazing.Didyouseemypicksoninsta?

Her:Yeah.Andtheonesyousent.



Me:YeahsoImcomingbackWednesdaysowe

cantalkandcatchupnhe?Greetlittleonefor

meanddaddydearest.

Her:Okaymylove.Iloveyou

IwalkbackandfindMelisizwestaringatme

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Her:Awusekhosexynje.

Igiggle

Me:Ha.akeuyazibona?

Her:Melisizweulapho

Me:ewe

Her:Youtryingtomakehimjealous.

Me:Yesbaby,yho!

Her:hahaIhopeyouknowwhatyoudoing

Me:BabetrustmeIknow.

Her:hahaokaybyebaby.

Me:Noyouhangup.



Her:Ohumntanabantusisono.

Melisizwelookssopissedlikehecanjustcry.

Me:Loveyoumost.Mwa.

MakazihangsupandMelisizwestormsoutof

thekitchen.Imholdinginmylaugh.Yjothat

wasfun..

Afterbreakfast,SaziandIwashdishesand

headupstairstogoshower.Thenigobackto

Melisizwesroomandgetclothestochange.

ThankFuckhesnothereorhedfuckmesilly,

andofcourseIwouldntsayno.Melisizwecan

fuckshameyho!Igetwetjustthinkingabout

thewayheslideshisbigjuicycockinme,orthe

wayhistonguecirclesaroundmyclitortheway

hesucksmynipplesor...mmmm...letmestop

beforeIsearchforhimandridehimuntilmy

thighsburn.

Aziisjustthesweetestsoulever.Ivebeen



playingwithherthewholetimeandshesjust

beautifulman.Shehashermothersdimples

andherfatherseyes.Shereallyisabeautiful

soul.Icanspendhourswatchingher.She

smilesalot,speaksbabylanguageandsuper

hyper.

Melisizwe:Youregoodwithkids

Hestartlesme.Wherethefuckdoeshecome

fromlookingthisdangerouslyhandsome.He

doesnteventry.Helooksjustlikehismom,the

eyes,thehairandthoselips.Mygoshthoselips.

Him:Thando?Stopdroolingyho.

Ismile,fuckIvebeencaught.

Me:Imnot.Justthinking.

Him:About?

Me:Howmuchyoutakeafteryourmom.

Helooksatmeconfused.

Me:Yeah,youhavehersmileandeyes.Itsreally



cute.

Helaughs,morelikeblushesandwalksout.

Bingo!

~Melisizwe~

IdontknowwhatsgoingonwithThando.Shes

beingsofriendlywithmeandcomplimenting

me.Notforgettingthedickgrablastnight.

Whatissheplayingat?Isshetryingtohintthat

shewantsmebackoramIjustreadingtoo

muchintoit?Ihopeshedoesnthavea

boyfriendorIllfuckhimup.Nx.

Itslunchandwesittingatthetableeating,

Thandoissittingnexttome.Shedropsher

napkinandpicksitup,thenlaysitonmylap.

Okay?Notlongafter,Ifeelherhandgoing

undermytracksuitpantsandtouchingmy'man'.

Whatisshedoing?Slowlyandgently,she

strokeshimandplayswithhim.Mmmm...that

feelsdamngood.Imtryingtokeepastraight



facebutImslowlystartingtofail.Ikeep

drinkingmywatertosuppressthemoancaught

inmythroat.Thando!Herhandmovesfaster

andfaster.Fuckme,shesjerkingmeoff.Mmm..

damn...baby..arethewordsrunningthrough

mymind.Imgettingharderandharder,justas

Imgettingcloseshestops.Pullsherhandout

andlicksherfinger.

Her:Mmm...tastesgood.

Mama:Thankyoubaby.

Fuck!Mymanhoodisthrobbing.Ineedto

releaseorIllexplode.Whatissheplayingat?

Mymanhoodeventuallygoesdown,wellafterI

finishedwhatThandostartedalone.Ifeelso

disgustingnow.LasttimeImasturbatedwas8-

10yearsago.Nx.Uyandiqhela(shebelittlesme).

AnywayImsittinginmyroomreadingreports

andreviewingdocuments,whentheresasoft

knockonmydoor.



Me:Comein.

Thandowalksin,closingandlockingthedoor

behindher.

Her:You'llhavetobequiet.Everyoneisupand

about.

IdontrespondcauseIdontknowwhatshes

talkingabout.Shecomestothebedandpulls

mylegsoImsittingwithmyfeetontheground.

Sheopensmylegandkneelsbeforeme,then

takesoutmymandingo,smilesandsays

Thando:Itssohuge.Whathaveyoubeeneating?

BeforeIcanreply,shehasmeinhermouth.

Ooohgoodheavens.Thankyou.Hertongue

doeswanderstomycock,especiallythetip.

Shereallyknowshowtopleasureme.Imuffle

mygroansandmoans.Shegoesdeeperand

practicallydeepthroatsme.Mytoescurland

mybackarchesslightly.Orgasmicshitright

here.



Me:Thando...baby...stop...im...c-c-cumming..

sss...fuck!

Iexplodeinhermouthandsheswallows.Wow!

Shecomesupandgivesmealightpeck.

Her:Youtastesogood,itsaddictive.

Shewinks,smilesandleavesmyroom.What

justhappened?

~Thando~

AftergivingMelisizweoneheckofablowjob.

Ivebeenavoidinghimlikeaplague.Imovedmy

clothesfromhisroomandputitinSuzis.Ive

beensleepinginherroomsinceandkeeping

myselfbusywiththegirls.AlotsoIdontbump

intohim.Atdinner,IsitbetweenSimandSazi,

muchtoMelisizwesirritation.Haha!

Thingsbetweenme,Siphe,OlwethuandNomsa

havebeenrockytoapointwhereiftheycome

over,whichwasyesterday,iblatantlyignored



thembytakingSimoutforicecreamand

movies.Itwassomuchfun.IfitwasntforSim,I

wouldntbeattachedtothisfamily,buttheres

somethingaboutSimthatmakesmeloveher

toomuch.Hencewhy,today,itshardformeto

saygoodbye.Melisizwewantedtodrivemeto

theairportbutIkindlydeclinedandaskedSuzi.

IwantMelisizwetobegandgrovelifhereally

wantsmeback.Hesputmethroughtoomuch

formetohandmyselfoveronasilverplatter.

Nahboo,thatThandodiedwithherlastbaby.

Now?Imgettingmypowerback.Iveletpeople

walkallovermetoodammmuch.NowIma

warrior,afighterthatwillnotletanymanwalk

alloverher.
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~Melisizwe~

Hehehe!YhouThando.Idontknowwhether

shesacowardorsmartbutImdamnsureshes

stupid.Sheknowsshesplayingwithfire,butyet



sheaddsfueltoitall.Heman!Imgoingtocrush

herbonesandmakeherhatesexwhenIm

throughwithher.Yhoshesbrave,Imeannone

ofmyexseverdaredtodowhatshesdoneto

me.IguessthatswhyIlovehermost.Shes

differentanddaring.

Theholidayshavecometoanendandtodayis

Sunday,thedaybeforeschoolsbegin.Simisso

excitedandSuzigotajobsoshebegins

Monday.Itssafetosaythatthemoodaround

thehouseisquitejolly.

Mama:Melisizwe..

Me:Ma?

Her:PleasechangeAzi.

Me:Noproblem.

IunhookAzifrommomandtakeher.Shes

poopedanditreallysmells.NahIcantfamyho.

Me:Suzi.

Her:No,doityourself!



Ipoutandlookatmybabygirl,whoisnow

suckingherthumb.

Her:Dada.

Imshocked.

Her:Dada.

Ismileatherwithtearsglisteninginmyeyes.

Shejustsaidmyname

Her:Dada

Me:Yesbaba.Imdada.

ShegigglesandItakeoffhernappy.

Rhaaaaaaaaa!!OhmyshitImgoingtovomitI

cant.Itsmellsanditsbrowney-dark.Yeeer!Im

gaggingbutnonethelessIchangeherusinga

lotofwipestowipeherbum.Sies.AfterIm

done,Idisposeofthenappyandgodownstairs

withher.

Mama:Isitclean?

Me:Ewe



Mama:Didyoualsowipehernunubud?

Me:No.Justherbum.

Sheswatsmewiththedishcloth.

Her:uzotyabukaumntwana(she'llgetnappy

rash).

Me:see?ThisiswhyIsayyoudoit.

Mamashakesherhead,takesAzifrommeand

walksoff,swearingunderbreath.Obviouslyat

me.Hayineveragain.ThisiswhyAzihasa

nannyathome.Sothingslikethisdonthappen.

IknowshesmychildbutIcant.Illhappily

changethepeenotthepoop.Rha.

IdropAziatYonelashousethengobacktomy

condoandchillforabit.LetmecallThando.

Shepicksupafterthe4thring

Her:Hello?

Mywordsarecaughtinmymouth.Fuck,too



latetobackoutnow.

Me:Hey.

Her:Meli?

Me:Yeahbaby.

Baby?Wheresthiscomingfrom?Whysitso

hardtotalktoher?Shewasoncemine,maybe

thatswhyIcanttalktoher.

Me:Imissyousomuch.

Her:Oh?

Me:yeahjustcalledtosaythat.

Ihangup.Thisistoomuchformenow.Iturn

overandcallitanight.

Thenextmorning,Iburymyselfinwork,trying

toavoidthinkingaboutThandobutitstono

avail.EverytimeIgetaminisecondtothink,allI

thinkaboutishermoutharoundmycock,

hittingthebackofherthroat.YhoImdisturbed.

Really,Immentalbecauseofher.Myphone



rings.

Me:BigBro.

Him:Heywanahangtonight?Imintownand

coulddodrinkswithmylittlebro.

Me:Yourtreat?

Helaughs

Him:Okay.Butyoureunfair.Youmaketriple

whatIdo,butyetImustpay.Youreallyareyour

fatherschild.

Ilaughsohard.Langathough.

Me:Ofcourse.Seeyoulater.

Him:Yeah.Willtextyouthetimeandplace.

Hehangsup.Langaneversaysgoodbye.Ever!

Itslikehehasafearofsayinggoodbye.Weird!

~Thando~

Classesandassignmentsandtestswillbethe



deathofmeyhu!Ivedone4ofthe6andalready

Imexhausted.Secondyearissodenandingyho

andIthoughtthingswouldgetbetter.Ivesent

myexammarkstomyburserandtheysaidthey

wereproudtojavesponsoredme.Ifitwasntfor

them,Iprobablywouldntbepushingthishard.

Melisizweisthelastthingonmymindatthe

moment,infactanyguyis.Imsoswampedin

workthatImbeginningtolosemyfeminine

touch,Thandiswaswordsnotmine.Heee

speakingofher,shespregnantagain.Yhoher

andDaviddontplay.Theyarethecutestandare

soinloveitsgross.ButIlovethem.They

inspiremetofallinloveagain.

ItstestweekthisweekandImwritinguntil

Wednesday.ImoverwhelmedIwontlieand

couldreallydowithsomesexualreleasetoput

thingsintoperspective.ButwherewillIget

causeIwillnotmasturbate.Ha.aitsnotthe

same.AndafterthewholeKevindebacle,Imin

nomoodtosearch.Ihavequiteadilemmaon



myhands.

Myphonerings,Melisizwe.Whyishecallingme

atthistime?

Me:Bhuti

Him:Iloveitwhenyoucallmethat.

Hesoundsdrunk.Superdrunk.

Me:Hey.

Him:Areyousleeping?

Me:Iwas

Him:DidIwakeyou?

Me:No.

Him:oh.Sowhoyouwiththere?

Me:Imalone

Hegiggles.Whatthefuck?

Him:Oh.Youknow,youresobeautiful.And

sexyandyoumakemeveryhorny.



Ilaugh.Haibo?

Me:Thankyou,yourhandsomeandsexytoo.

Him:Really?

Me:a.ha

Him:Thatsniceofyoutosay.

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Him:Takingoffmypants.Buttheydontwantto

comeoff.Canyouhelpme?

Isupressagiggle.Isheserious?

Me:ButImfarnje.

Him:Noyourenot.You..you...

Thentheresmufflingandshufflingand

swearing.Whatishedoing?

Him:Itookthemoff.Ineedtopee.

Me:Okay.

Him:Promiseyouwonthangup.

Me:Ipromise.



Hesoundsultrasexywhenhesdrunk.Haw!My

Meli.Thentheresapeeingsound.

Me:Meli?

Him:Iminthebathroom.Wait..

Ikeepquiet

Him:Baby?

Me:Imhere.

Him:Imsorry.Ishouldnthaveletyougo.Ilove

yousomuch,andIwanttofuckyousohardbut

mostlyIloveyouand...

Hemumblesonandon.Itssocute.

Me:Iknow...

Him:Wait...wait...ssssh...imnotfinished...

Ikeepquietandlistentohismumblesuntilhe

fallsasleep.Ialsosleep,withahugesmileon

myface.



TestweekisfinallyoverandtodayisFriday.Im

goingouttoday.HopefullywithQambaor

Jason(mynewLamlareplacement).Jasonisso

coolandhappy.Hesdoingengineeringandits

quitedifficulttoseehimbutwhenIdo,itsa

blast.

Ipullupoutsidemyapartmentandtheresared

ferrarithere.Haibo!Anditsinmyspot.Did

Davidbuyanewcar?OrisitJasons?Iwonder.I

parknexttothecarandIgouptomyfloor.My

doorisunlockedasIopenup.Fuck.ShouldIgo

in?Butonlyonepersonhaskeystomy

apartment,David.Iwalkinandreceivethe

shockofmylife.

Me:Melisizwe.

Him:Hey.

Helookstodieforinrippedjeans,knitwearand

loafers.Simplebutelegent.

Me:Whatareyoudoinghere?Howdidyouget

in?Wheredyougetthekeys?



Him:Somanyquestionsandyoudidnteven

offermesomethingtodrink.

HesleaningagainstthewallandImtooscared

topasshimandgotothekitchen.Ismile,and

waltspasthim.Heletsmethrough.

Me:Wine,juiceorwater?

Him:Juice.

Hesaysitallsosexy.Mynunubudisgetting

wetterbythesecond.Igotothefridgeand

open.WhenIturnhesinfrontofme,smiling.

Him:So...

Hepullsmecloserandclosesthefridgedoor.I

swallowhard.

Him:Youplaywithmethenrunaway?Why?

Ibitemybottomlip,suppressingamoanand

lookdeepintohishazeleyes.Whyishedo

beautiful?ImpressedonhimandIcanfeelhis

'man'pressedonmybelly.



Him:Answerme.

Itsawhisper

Me:BecauseIcan.

Ipushhimoffme,almostlosingmybalance

andwalkpast.Pheuw!Thatwasclose.Ipour

himjuiceandmyselfandgostandontheother

sideofthekitchenisland.Hepullsuphis

sleevesandtheveinsonhisforearmspopout.

Almighty!Hefoldshimarmsandleansonthe

cabinetbehindhim.

Him:Youknow,youcantrunforever.Andthis

gameyouplayingisverydangerous.

Me:Formeorforyou?

He!Thestrength.Wheredidthatcomefrom?

Myshit.

Him:You.Because,assoonasIgetachance,I

willFUCKyoutillyouresentsex.Doyou

understand?

Iswallowhardandnod.Idonttrustmyselfto



speak.Hegulpsdownthejuice,comesaround

andwalksout.Woah!

~Melisizwe~

Thandiswaisthebest.Shegavemethekeyto

ThandosapartmentsoIcansurpriseher.Ihad

tobegandapologiseandpromisenottoever

hurtherthewayIdidwhenweweremarried,or

she'dmakemepay.Thewayshesaiditmade

meshakeinmypants.Yho...anyway,seeing

Thando,awakenedsomanyemotionsinside

methatIdidntthinkwerethere.Shesagemto

hold.Shelookedsogoodintracksuitpantsand

ahoodie.Notherusualoutfitofchoice,soIm

guessingsheshadatoughweek.Timetoput

myplaninaction.Around9:30pmIcallher.

Her:Hi.

Shesoundsflushed.Ihopeshesnotgetting

fucked.



Me:Impickingyouupin30.Getready.

Ihangup.Nowtheballisinherhand.Imtaking

herouttotheclubforsomefuntimes.

Igettoherplaceat10pmandgoup.Iknock

andsheopensthedoorlookingallcuteina

shortdenimskirt,acroppedhoodieand

sneakers.Sheswearingloopedearringsand

tiedherhairup.Shelooksamazing.

Me:Wow!

Her:Youtoo.

Shesmiles,getsherlittlebagandweleave.

Me:Isthereanythingintherethatyou'llreally

need?

Ipointtoherbag

Her:Cashandmyphone.

Me:Cash?Imbuying.Phone?Imrighthere.So

no?



Shesmiles

Her:No.

Good.

SheliftsherarmsuptotakeherbagoffandI

spotabellyring.

Me:Whendidyougetthatdone?

Her:What?

Me:Bellyring.

Her:Itsbeenawhile.MarchIthink.

Inod.DontknowhowIfeelaboutthat.

Wegettotheclubandwewalkin.Iholdher

handandwegoin.SheordersherdrinksandI

justhavewater.Tonight,itsallabouther.She

goestothedancefloorandgivesthiswhiteguy

ahug.Shepullshimtoourtable,obviouslyto

introduceus.

Her:Hey,MelthisisJason.Jason,Mel.

Theguysmilesandhegivesmeahandshake.



Hethenexcuseshimselfandpullsherwithand

theygodancing.Thedancinglooksinnocent

causehesnotgrindingonher.Wizkid-Come

closercomeson.Sherunstomeandgrabsmy

handandpullsmetothedancefloor.Assoon

aswethere,shestandsinfrontofmeand

startsgrindingherfineassonme,puttingmy

handsaroundherbodyandthrowingherhands

intheair.Shecanmove.Inasplitsecond,i

reciprocatehermovesanditslikeonlythetwo

ofusonthefloor.Hebodyislikethatofa

snake,flexibleandtogetherwithmine,weare

dangerous.Neverinamillionyears,didIthink

Thandocanmove.Fuck,Imshocked.Iguess

theresstillmuchIneedtolearnabouther.Until

then,Illputsexonhold.

[10/30,06:01]Wadz:£38

~Melsizwe~

Lastnighthasgottobeoneofthebestnights

ever.Thandohadsomuchfun,pityitendedup



intears.Wellitwashilarious.Soafterdancing

andblowingoffsteam,wewenthome.Shewas

alittledrunk,okayalot.Soaskedherifshe

wantedfoodandsheshookherhead,butthen

herstomachgrowledandIlaughed.Yho!Big

mistake!Shestartedtocry,sayingthatIm

laughingatherandIdontloveherandImgoing

tostarvehertodeath.Hey!Iboughthertake

outandsheate.Thengiggledandkissedmeall

overmyfaceasawayofapologising.Mkm

women.Butkeitwasfun,regardless.Idropped

heroffandonceIsawshewassafeinside,I

lockedherinwiththekeyIhadandleft.

Myphonesringing,unknownnumberanditsa

landlinetoo.

Me:MelisizweMvelase.

?:Hi...

ItsThando

Me:Hey.



Her:Couldyoucomeover?

Me:Yeah,surewhatswrong?

Shegiggles

Her:Youvelockedmein.

Me:yeah...

Her:YeahsoIneedyoutoopenforme.

Me:Imconfused.

Her:Mybagwithmykeysisinyourcar.

Ilaugh

Me:Oh.Imsorrybabe.

Her:Itsokay.ButImseriouslydesperately

hungryandtheresnothingtoeathere.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Iwasgoingtogogroceryshoppingtoday.

Butnow...

Shehuffs

Me:Bethereinaflash.



Shehangsup.

Ipullupatherplaceandunlockherdoor.Igot

herasandwichandSteriStumpie.Iremember

howmuchshelovedthose.Shesseatedona

highchair,sippingwaterandlookinggood.My

babyisbeautifulhaw.

Me:Hey.Imsorry

Her:Itsokay.Thankyouthough.

Ihandherthefoodandsheeatswhilewalking

out.

Her:Youcoming?

Me:Wherewegoing?

Her:Groceryshopping.Thandiswamightcome

overforsupperandIdonthavefood.

Me:Oh.WellIllcomeononecondition?

Her:Whatsthat?

Me:Youletmepay.



Her:Ha!Stayke.

Stubborn!Yhu!Shewalksoffandgetsinhercar.

Ilockupandrunofftoher,takingmywalletand

phonefrommycarfirst.Thishastobethefirst

timeThandodrivesusanywhere.Hercarisso

cute,itsablackPoloVivowithapinkinterior.

Me:Nicecar.

Shescoffs

Her:Thanks.

Me:Andthatremark?

Her:YoudriveafuckingFerrariandhereyouare

tellingmenicecar?Really?

Shesideeyesmebeforeturningintothenext

lane

Me:Haikengoku!Itisanicecar.Itscutelike

you.Didyoubuyit?

Her:NoDaviddid.

Inodandkeepquiet.



Her:HowsbabyAzi?

Sheparksthecarandunhooksherseatbelt

Me:Great.Shesaiddadalastweek.

Isayandopenthedoorandgetout.Thengo

aroundtohersideandwewalkintogether

Her:Thatssocute.Youmustbeagreatdad.

Me:Itry.

ShebeamsatmeandweheadforCheckers.

Wegoupanddowntheisles,practicallybuying

everything.Thengotothewineandshebuysso

much.Howmuchisshedrinking?Whyisshe

drinking?

Me:Somuch.

Her:Yeah,someforJasonandQamba.They

askedmetogetsomeforthem,thenDavidand

justnjeforvisits.

Inodandkeepmute.Idontwanttosay



anythingthat'llpissheroff.Wegettothecheck

andtheyscaneverything,whenitstimetopay,I

whipoutmycardandgiveittothelady.Thando

grabsitandgivestheladyhers.

Me:Sisi,donttakehercard.Itwilldecline,take

mine

Thando:Thisguyhasbeenstalkingmeforthe

pastcoupleofdays.Pleasedont.

Me:Dontlie.

AndIkissher,todistractherwhiletakingher

cardandgivingtheladymine.Thandogiggles

andswatsmyarm

Her:Thankyou.Butnexttimes,Illkneeyou.

Igaspandshegivesmeadaringlook.Itsso

cutethatIfindmyselfsmiling.HowcanInot

loveherwhenshesthisplayfulhuh?

Igrabherbumasshewalksoffandshegroans,

loudly,causingpassbyerstolookatus.Ncnc

nc.Thando!Weoffloadthegroceryinhercar



andgobackin.

Thando:Wimpy,mytreat.

Ishakemyheadno,Imnotcomfortableletting

herpay.

Thando:PleaseMel.Baby...

Shepouts.Eish.Thiswomanknowshowto

makememelt.

Me:Justthisonce

Shegigglesandthrowsherarmsaroundme

andkissesme.Itsdeepandpassionate.Then

pullsawayanddragsmetoWimpy.Whenlast

didIeathere?

~Thando~

BreakfastwithMelisizwewasgreatbut

unfortunatelyhehadtogo.Imjustgratefulthat

hecameandwedidntdoanythingbecauseI

woulddefinatelybemiserablenow.



Iminthekitchencookingdinnerformyparents

becauseIknowthatThandiistheonewhogave

Melimykeys.Mxm.

DinnerisservedandIdecidenottointerrogate

Thandi.Shewasdoingitoutofthegoodnessof

herheart.

Ma:Howwastheweekend?

Me:Fine.

Her:Justfine?

Me:Yeah.Yours?

David:Great,amazing,splendid.

ThelookateachotherandDavidturnspink.

Mhmm.

Me:Okayenoughlovebirds.Stoprubbingitin

myface.Igetit.

Theybothgiggleandcarryoneating,withlight

chatterandlaughterspreadingthroughoutthe

table.



Afterdinner,Iwashup,lockandgotomyroom.

Assoonasigetin,Idozeoff.

Myphonesoundslikeitsringingfromafar,i

searchforitinmybedandanswer,rather

sleepy

Me:Hello

Meli:Baby.

Gosh.Whenhecallsmethat,especiallyinhis

voice,makesmyinsidemelt.

Me:mmm?

Him:Yousleeping?

Me:mm.m

Him:Oh.WellIcalledtosayIvearrivedsafely.

Me:Ohgood.Sleepwellmyangel,Imsleepy.

Him:Sweetestofdreamsbabe.Bye.

Hehangsup.Howrude.Doesntevenwaitfor



anyone.AndIsleep.

ThenextcoupleofdaysaredrywithMel

occasionallycallingmeandtexting.Business

men.Mxm.Butyesterday,hesaidthathesgota

veryimportantmeetingtoattendtodayandhed

appreciateifIdidntdisturb.Mxaright.

Imatthemall,shoppingforundieswhen

somethingcatchesmyeye.Itsthesebeautiful

laceandsilkundiesgoingatR670each.Yhoa

lotofmoneybutIbuythem.Nowitstimeto

play.

AssoonasIgethomeIshowerthenputon

somemake-up.Notalotjustenoughto

highlightmyfeatures,thenweartheundies.Oh

wow!Thenudeoneisjustdoingthingstome,

yho.Itakeoutmylaptopandstartshooting.

Thebraiscompletelylaceandsoisthebottom.

Youcanseeeverything.Thentheresthe

complementrysilkgownthatonlycoverswhat



needbe.Itakethemoffandthenwearmynavy

ones.

Imnowdressedinjeansandoversizedteeand

editingmypics.AssoonasImsatisfied,Isend

twotoMelicaptioned:NudeorNavy?Then

switchmyphoneoff.Thiswilldefinatelydrive

himcrazy.Haha!

[10/30,06:01]Wadz:£39

~Melisizwe~

ThemeetingisasuccessandnowImonmy

waytomyoffice.MyphonepingsandIretrieve

ittolookatthemessage.Ohmyfuckenshit!

Yhoooo!IfoundmyselfwhistlingwhenIseethe

twophotos.Whyisshedoingthistome?Nude

orNavyisthecaption.Ilikethemboth.Iwant

toripoffbothandleaveherexposed.Iquickly

dialheranditgoesstraighttovoicemail.Again,

stillthesameresult!Shit.Shesdoingthison

purposeandImlettingher.

Igrabmybagandessentialsandleave.Imnot



intherightstateofmindtobehere.Ineedto

goanywhereorelseIllfindmyselfinPE

betweenThandoslegsmakinghersquirtandI

dontwanttodothatbecauseIwillhurther,

badly.

AssoonasIgethome,Itakeawarmshowerto

relievethistensiononmyshoulders.Icanteven

getbabyAzibecauseIhadherthewhole

holidayandYonelawantedtospendtimewith

her.SoImallalonethisweekend.Istepoutof

theshoweranditdidnthelpatall.Igoforajog

andstillnothing.YhoIneedtobeburieddeepin

Thando.Fuckthisshit.

IgetintomyhelicopterandDanfliesusoffto

PE.Assoonasweland,mymercedesiswaiting

formeandIgetinanddrivetoThandosplace.

Imgoingtohavesomegoodfunwithherbefore

Isavageherup.Ontheway,Istopbyanadult

storeandgetaminivibratingthing.Thiswill



driveherinsaneforsure,she'llknowwhatIm

madeof.Igetice,liquorandicecream.Im

keepingitforjustincasethingsgetsteamyand

sheoverheats.

~Thando~

TheresaknockonmydoorandIgoopen.Its

Melilookingdangerous.

Him:CanIcomein?

Istepaside

Me:Hellotoyoutoo.

Meli:Hiangelface.

Heleansoverandgivesmeadrykiss.Hesmad.

Icanseeitinhiseyes.

Him:Drink?

HeholdsupabottleofbrownstuffandIshake

myheadno.Iwanttobesoberforthis.He

pourshimselfaglassandaddsiceandpours



mejuicewithnoiceandgoesovertothecouch.

Hesitsonthefarend,awayfrommeand

switchesonthenews.Imsittingaloneonthe

bigcouch,wearingonlyanoversizedshirtand

pjshorts.IopenmyshirtandlookunderandIm

stillwearingthenavy.Yho!

Meli:So...

Ilookupathimandgoquiet.

Him:Whatareyouplayingat?

Igivehimablankstare

Me:Idontknowwhatyoutalkingabout.

Him:Youdont?Wantarecap?

Igulpdownmydrinkandjustkeeplookingat

him.

Him:Okay,youkissmeandgrabmydick.Then

youkissmeonmyleg.

ShouldIcontinue?

Ishakemyheadno.Hesipsonhisdrinkand



glaresatme.Ihavenochoicebuttolookdown,

oraway.

Theroomisfilledwithsilence,thetvoff,only

withMelisizwesipingslowlyonhisdrinkand

lickinghislips.Suddenlyhegetsupandcomes

kneelsbeforeme.

Him:Thando,Iaskedyouaquestionandyou

didntanswer.

Heputstheglassonthefloorandgetsbetween

mylegs.Idontknowwhy,butImscared.His

gazeissocoldanddistant,itsscaresme.

Me:Whatwasthequestion?

Thebravery!Hey!

Him:Whatareyouplayingat?

Me:Nothing.Allsfairinloveandwarright?

Heywena!IdontknowwhereImgettingthe

strengthfrom.ButImonfire.Hechuckles.



Him:Thatswhattheysay.Butisthisloveoris

thiswar?

Me:Youtellme.

Hayinibethuna!Likemymouthiscompletely

detachedfrommybodyIswear.

Hereachesupandpullsmylegsapart.And

holdsthebottomofmyshirtandliftsitup,Ilift

myarmsupandhetakesitoff.Hesmiles

Him:Iseeyoualreadypickedforme.

Hegoesformynipplesandgentlybitesit,I

moan.Hismouthissocoldonmysoftnipples

thattheyhardenimmediately.Hesmilesand

pullsback.Hetakesmyshortsoffandwhistles.

Him:Doyouknowhowgorgeousyouare?

Me:No.

Him:Wellyouare.

Iblushandheskimshistongueovermy

nunubudmakingmeshiftslightly.



Him:Iwantyoutoscreamandsquirt.

Ikeepquiet.WhatcanIsay?

Inthebedroom,Meliiscompletelynakedand

Imstillinmylaceunderwear.

Me:Pleasedontripmyunderwearoff,Ilike

them.

Hechucklesalittlewithhisheadonmyneck

Him:IllseewhatIcando.

Hishandisonmycoochie.Gentlystrokingthe

fabricandhismouthmakesitswaytomy

nipples.Impullinghimtomeandpressingmy

alreadyhardnipplesfurtherintohismouth.His

otherhandgentlyrubsmeanditallfeelsgood

atonce.Imrestlessandmovingmyhipsin

circularmotion.JustasImclosinginhestops.

No!

Him:YoumakemefeelthingsIveneverfelt

before...



Withthatbeingsaidheslowlyanddeliberately

ripsoffmypanties.Nooo!Imabouttoprotest

buthismouthfindsmyclit,circlingit,sucking,

blowingandgentlybiting.Thismanmara!

Me:Aaah!Meli...imclose...dont...no...

Mylegsstarttoquiverandshake,Imgoingto

come,Imclosinginandthen...

~Melisizwe~

AssoonasThandonears,Iputtheiceonher

clitandshestops.Haha!Thetorture.Irepeat

theprocedureandeverytimeshegetscloseto

climaxing,Icoolherdown.Iknowforsureits

drivingherinsane,havingherpleasuretaken

fromher.Finally,shecracks.

Her:Meli...pleaseImsorry...pleasebabyI

cant...

Itsaplea,almostasob.Ismileandlickmylips

andgouptohermouth.



Me:Howsorryareyou?

Her:Terriblysorry,itwonthappenagain...just

stopIcanttakeitanymore...

Ismirkather,peckherlipsandturnherover.

ShebringherkneesupandIsmackherass,

hard!Beforeshescreams,Islammypenisin

andsheletsoutahugescream!Yes!Igetout,

turnheronhersideandliftherleg.Islideinand

shegroans.Takingthevibrator,Iplaceitonher

clitandstartmoving.Hernunubudissotight

damn,Imenjoyingmyself.Itslikemyown

personal,penisglove.Imovefasterandharder.

Goingdeepandcirclingmyhipswitheach

thrust.Shescallingmyname,playingwithher

nipples,bitingherlip.HerkittytightensandI

feelclose.

Her:Baby...Imcuming...dont...aaah!

Shesquirtsonme,likearunningtap.Damngirl.

Ifollowsoonafterandcomecrashingdownon

her.Yho!Iswitchoffthevibratorandlayonher



andkissher.Irolloverandwecatchour

breaths.

Shegigglesandscreams.

Her:Yho!Youreasavage.

Me:Onlyforyoubaby...

Imlayingnearherneckandgentlykissingher

andshesgigglinglikeaschoolgirl.

Her:Thatsticklishstop.

Imovebackandlookather.

Me:Sincewhen?

Her:Sincenow.Ihopeyounotleavinghickies

alloverme.

Me:Infact,Iam.

Her:Nobaby,whatwillThandiandDavidthink.

Me:ThatIloveyou.

Sheblushesandkissesthetipofmynose.How



weird.Theressilenceforabit.

Her:Bhuti?

Me:Mmm?

Her:Whatisthis?

Isituponmyelbowandlookather.

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:AmIjustyourrebound,fuckbuddy,booty

call?

Me:Haibowheredidyougetthatfrom?

Her:Answermyquestionfirst.

Me:Iwantyoutobemine.Allmine,nooneelse

butme.Youmakemehappy,feeljoy,laughand

excitedforanewday.

ImlookingdeepinhereyesasIsaythis.

Me:Sowillyou?

Her:Iwilltry.

Ilaugh.Shecantbeserious.



Me:Try?

Her:Yeah,tobethebestgirlfriendandlover

ever.

Me:Youdonthavetoyoualreadyare.

ShesmilesandIsmileback.IwishIcouldhave

thismomentforever.Shereachesforherphone

andwetakeapictogether.Mission

accomplished.Signed,sealedanddelivered.

~Thando~

ImofficiallyMelisizwesgirl.Imsohappyright

now,becauseIhonestlyandtruellydolovehim.

Hemakesmehappyandthatswhatnatters

most.Ijusthopehedoesntgobacktohisold

ways.Because,therewillbeanomoreusafter,

itwillkillmeinsidebutIwillhavetopickmyself

upandmoveon.ThisishislastchanceandI

hopethatwemakeitwork.Forus!

Meli:Baby?



Mythoughtsaredisturbedbyhissexydeep

voice.

Me:Hmm...haveIevertoldyouhowmuchI

loveyourvoice.

Hekindofgiggles.

Him:Why?

Me:Itturnsmeon,getsmewetjustbyhearing

it.

Hehasafullonlaugh.HestopswhenIseeIm

notlaughing,Imactuallybitingdownonmy

bottomlip.

Him:Serious?

Me:Yeah.Babyyourvoiceisheavenlyshame.

Heblushes.

Him:Thankyou...butyouredistractingme.

Me:Sorry,whatwereyousaying?

Beforehespeaks,Igivehimalongtender

smooch,thenpullaway.



Him:woah!

Ismile

Me:Baby...

Him:Ohyeah,whathappened?

Hesholdingmybelly.Mybreathcatchesinmy

throat.

Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Myvoiceisshaky,threateningtoawakenmy

sleepingtears.

Him:Tothebaby?

Itakeadeepbreath.Sipheobviouslymustve

toldLanga,whothentoldMeli.

Me:Herheartstopped.

Theroomfallssilentaswebothtakeinwhat

Ivejustsaid.Afterawhile,hespeaks

Him:Whydidntyoutellme?

Ikeepquiet.What?SohecanthinkIwastrying



togethimback?Ortryingtoruinthingsforhim

andhisbride?No.Iwantedthebabytobemy

blessingandmyjoy.Withouthim.

Him:Thando,ndiyathetha!(Imspeakingtoyou).

Me:Idontknow.

Hegetsupoffthebed,hesfurious.

Him:Youdontknow?YOUDONTKNOW!

Hewasyelling.Somuchforpillowtalk.

Him:Whereyouevergoingtotellme?HE!

Ikeepquietandlookaway.WasI?
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~Thando~

Melisizweisglaringatme.

Him:AnswerbeforeIlosemycool.

Me:(calmly)Iwas.

Him:When?

Hisvoiceislow,toolow.



Me:AfterIgavebirth.Ididntwanttobethe

reasonbehindyourdivorcewithYonela.You

weresohappyandIdidntwanttoruinthatfor

you.ThatswhyIkeptquietandkeptmy

distance

Hehuffsandlooksatmeintheeyes.Helooks

pained,regretfuleven.

Him:Butshewasmychildtoo.Didyouhateme

thatmuchthatyoudidntwantmeinyourlife?

Ishrugmyshoulders.

Me:Nothate,wellalittle.Justdisappointed,

sadandangry.

Hestandsupandcovershisfacewithhis

hands.Imguessingfrustrated.

Ms:Whatsthat?

Hepeaksatmethroughhishands

Him:What?

Ipointtohispeck.Lookslikewritingofsome



sort.

Him:Atattoo.

Iquicklygetupandcrawltohissideofthebed

andpullhimclosersoIcanlookatit.Myheart

meltsimmediately.

Me:MeliThando?

Hesmilesandlooksaway.Ibeamathim.Oh

mygosh,imoncloud9,howcuteishe.Ipull

himtomeandhelaysontopofme.Irollhim

overandlayontopofhimandkisshislefttorso

whereournamesare.

Me:So...

Him:Yeah.

Me:Why?Whatifwedidntgetbacktogether?

Him:Iwouldvetriedharder.ImeanitwhenIsay

Iloveyou.IknowIhurtyoubabyandIwilllive

mylifetryingtomakeituptoyou.Imsosorry

ThandoforhurtingyouthewayIdid.



Heslidesdownandkneelsbesidethebed.By

now,mytearsarebeginningtofall,onebyone.

Him:Baby,Imadealotofemptypromises

beforeandIknowI'llhavetoprovemyloveto

youandIwill.Imnotriskinglettingyougoagain.

Youremylifeline,myreasonforbreathing,for

living.IneedyouThando,andIknowand

understanditwilltaketimeforyoutofullytrust

mewithyourheartagain.ButImwillingtowait

becauseIdratherwaitforyouthanloseyou

forever.

~Melisizwe~

WakingupnexttotheoneIlovehasgottobe

thebestfeelingever.SheslookingatmeandI

feelshy.Whyisshedoingthistome?

Her:Youmakethecutestuglyfaceswhenyou

sleep.

Iburstoutlaughing.Thandothough.



Her:Goodmorning.

Sheplantsasoftpeckonmylips.Imblushing

sohardnow.

Me:Morning.Whatsthetime?

Her:past6.

Me:Soearly?

Her:Yeah...anditlookslikeitsrainingtoday.

Shesnugglesinclosertome.Herbare,warm,

softskinonmine.Thisfeelsoutofthisworld.I

findmyselfmoaning,my3rdlegonherthigh.

Her:Youresohard.

Me:Foryou,always.

Shegigglesandflexsherhip.

Her:Baby?

Me:Mmm?

Her:Whydoyouloveme?

Sheshiftsherheadandlooksatme.Fuck.Shes



puttingmeinthespotlight.Ihatethis.Iclear

mythroat.

Me:Well,firstlyyourwarmheart,yoursmile,

youreyes,yourlaugh,howyoushowpatience,

loveandcareinallthingsyoudo.Howhumble

youareandhoweasyyouaretolove.Youdont

pretendtobeanyoneelsebutyourselfandthat

aloneattractsmetoyou.

Shesblushingsohardwithherdimpleshowing

andhercheeksslightlyred.

Her:Really?

Me:Yeah.

Shegigglesandkissesmybeard.

Her:Arentyougoingtoaskme?

Me:Imscaredoftheanswer.

Shepokesmysidemakingmejerkalittle.

Her:Ohwhatsthis?MrMvelaseticklish?

Me:No,dont.Pleaseor...



ShedoesitagainandIlaugh.

Me:Thando!

Shestopsandbitesherlowerlip.SeductiveI

tellyou.Sheedgescloserandkissesmeagain,

thistimerollingmeoverandgettingontop.She

holdsmyalreadyerectpenisandslidesmein.

Damn...

ImwearingonlymypjpantsasIsitandeaton

thekitchencounter.Thandoissittingopposite

me,onlywearingmyshirt.Westealglances,no

onesayingaword.SheshiftsinherseatandIm

justquiet.

Me:Foodtastesgreat.

Shesmilesandnods.Igetupandgoaround

andputtheplateinthesinkandstandbehind

her.Herbreathstartschanging.Imeffecting

herthewayshesaffectingme.Itsarelief.I

wrapmyarmsaroundherandlaymyheadon



hershoulder.

Me:So..

Isaywhilenibblingonherearlobemakingher

squirmandgiggle.Ikissthebackofherear.

Shejustsmellssogood,itsmesmerising.

Her:Mmm?

Me:MyplansfortodayareruinedbutIalways

haveabackup.

Shesnortsatmyremark.Okay?

Her:Whichis?

Me:Movies,foodandyou.

Shegiggles

Her:Andme?Whataboutme?

Me:Dowhateveryouwantandgettoknowyou

better.Whatdoyouwanttodo?Imyoursbabe

soanythingyouwantyoucanhave.

Shesmilesandsighs.



Her:Okay.ButImnotcooking.Junkfoodis

whatIwantandIseeyouboughticecream.

Sheunfoldsfrommyembraceandwashesour

plates.Imjustsittingadmiringherbody.Damn.

Her:Stopdrooling.

Me:HowcanInotwhenyoulookthisdamn

good?

Sheblushesandlooksdown.Ipullher

inbetweenmylegsandlockherin.Theholdher

faceandkissitallover.Shesgigglinglikea

littleschoolgirlwhichmakesmysoulrejoice.

AfterawhileIstopandunhookmylegs.

Her:Youretoocute.

Me:ha!Cute?Imtoooldtobecute.Imnota

baby.

Her:Youare.Youremybaby.

Ismilelikealovestruckfoolandshesmiles

back.Shereachesuponhertoesandkisses

thetipofmynose.



Aftershoweringandfoolingaround,we'reatthe

mall,lookingforwarmclothesforme.Shes

holdingmyhandandImholdingherpurse.My

babykodwa!Isettleforahoodie,jeansand

boots.Igotothebathroomandchange.WhenI

comeoutshesstandingwithabeautifulyoung

ladyandtheirlaughing.

Me:Hey.

Her:Hi.BabythisisQaqambamybestfriend.

Que,Melisizwe.

Que:Oh?Hes...ohnowonder.

Sheextendsherhandandgivesmeafirm

handshake.Thandoslidesherhandinmyback

pocketandsqueezesmybum.Ialmostjump.

Tshini!Ilookatherandsmilewhilstshakingmy

headslightly.Ifthisiswhatbeinginloveislike,

thenIwanttofallinloveoverandoveragain.

WithThando!



Me:Pleasedtomeetyou.

Her:likewise.

Amancomesourwayandwrapshisarms

aroundQueandshegiggles.Wait,Iknowhim.

Me:Sanele?

Him:Melisizwe?

Webothgetexcitedandshareabrohug.

Me:Dude?

Him:Bra!Longtime...

Me:Yeah.Whathaveyoubeenupto?

Que:Youknoweachother?How?

Sanele:Highschoolandvarsity.

Me:Bestyears...wellofschool.

Webothlaugh.Saneleisayearyoungerthan

mebutthewaywewereinhighschoolyou

wouldneversay.Aftervarsity,weallgraduated

andweseemedtolosecontactwitheachother.



Butnow,we'reback.

Him:Bra,whatareyoudoingthisside?

IsignaltoThandousingmyhead.

Him:Oh.Youstayhereorjustweekendthings?

Me:Weekendthings.Boyfriendduties.

Welaughandfistbump.

Me:You?

Him:Istayherewithmylovelywife.

Me:Oh?Congratsman.

IlookathimandQueandtheyrereallygood

together.SanelehandsmehisphoneandIput

mynumbersin.Thandoissilentthewholetime

andweleave,aftergrabbingjunkfoodonthe

way.

~Thando~

We'rebackattheapartment,cuddledonthe



couchwithapizzabetweenus,wine,snacks

andachickflick.

Him:Whyyousoquiet?

Me:Noreasonwhy?

Him:Eversincewevecomebackfromthemall,

youvebeenquiet.

Me:Really?Idontknow.Didntnotice.

Him:mmmm...sowhatsyourfavouritecolour?

Random!

Me:Uhm...grey.

Him:What?Grey?

Me:Yeah.

Him:Itssogloomy

Me:Haibo?YoulikeblackandIdontsay

anything

Heblushes

Him:Nothatsdifferent,blackisbeautiful.



HewriggleshiseyebrowsandIcanthelpbut

laugh.Suchastoege.Whoknew?

Him:Iloveitwhenyoulaugh.

Ismileandhehasasadexpressiononhisface.

Him:Pity,Icouldntmakeyoudothatmore

oftenbefore.

Iholdhishandandhelooksatmeintheeyes,

helookssosad.

Me:Wellyoudonow.

Ileanoverandgivehimareassuringkiss.

Iminthekitchen,inonlyat-shirt.

Why?Well,youguessedit,Melisizwefuckedme

onthecouch.Itwaseroticandsteamyand

wonderful.Yeah,youcangoaheadandjudge

meandsayImgivingmyselftooeasilytohim

butifypuveneverbeeninlove,pleasetake

severalseatsdown.IloveMelisizweandIddo



anythingforhim.AndIknowforafacthe'dgo

throughhelltobewithme.Thisrighthere?This

iswhatsimportantrightnow.Thefactthatwe

haveeachotherandarewillingtodowhatever

ittakestobetogether.

Imbusyinthefridgewhenhecomesupbehind

meandmoveshishandaroundmywaist.

Me:Missme?

Hesaysnothingexceptputhishanddownto

mycoochieanddiphisfingerin.Mmmm...he

takeitoutandputsitinhismouth. .

Him:Youtastesogood.

Andhewalksaway,withthefingerstillinhis

mouth.Imtoshooktosayanything.WhatcanI

say?
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~Melisizwe~

TodayisSunday,thedayIgobacktoCape

Town.Imsadtoleave.Ireallydontwanttogo.I



wantustostayinourbubbleforever.She

completesme.

Me:Idontwanttogo

Her:Idontwantyoutoleave.

We'reattheterminal,sulkingovermydeparture.

Thisweekendwasnothingshortofblissfuland

Iwishitwouldntcometoanend,causethis

comingweekendIwontbeabletocome

becauseAziiscomingtome.IwishThando

couldcomewithmebutshehastoattend

school.YhoIreallyfeellikecryingnow.Thisis

heartbreakingsayinggoodbye.Ipullherinfora

longkiss.Ipourallmyemotionsinthiskissand

icanfeelmycheeksgettingwet.Shemustbe

crying.WhenIpullaway,shelooksdownandI

wipehertearsaway.

Her:WhenwillIseeyouagain?

Me:Idontknowbaby.ImgoingtoGhanafora

weekandthenTanzaniaafter.Iwishyoucould

comewithme.



Her:Metoo.

Shehasahiccupandwipesherfallingtears.My

heartfeelslikeitstearing.Thisisworsethan

whenwegotdivorced,becausenowImableto

fullyunderstandandacceptmyfeelingforher.

Her:Willyoumissme?

Me:Morethanwordscandescribe

Her:Metoo.

Me:IloveyouThando.Ireallydopleasenever

forgetthatokay?

ShenodsandkissesmeonemoretimebeforeI

getoutandgointothehelicopterbackhome.

Mytearsareonthebrimoffalling,butI

composemyself,ashardasitmaybe.

~Thando~

Theweekisslowlywearingmedown.IthinkIm

goingcrazyinthiaapartmentbecauseitfeels



likeitssuffocatingme.Everythingsmellsand

remindsmeofhim,fromthebedsheets,tothe

couchandeventhefood.TheFOODPEOPLE!

Howmyfoodsmellsofhimbafflesmetoo.And

no,Ihaventcried,justgrimandmoody.And

seeingQueandSanelemakesitworse.Ishould

apologisetoherforsnappingatheryesterday.

Okayhereswhathappened,sheofferedto

comepickmeupbecauseItoldherIdontfeel

likedriving.SheknowsverywellhowdownIve

beenaboutthiswholelongdistanethingwith

Melisizweandyetshestillrubsherand

Sanele'sloveandhappinessinmyface.LikeI

needthatshitrightnow.SoIsnapped.Like

reallysnappedanddidnttalktoherthewhole

daytillnow.

Herphoneisringing,unanswered.Sheprobably

hatesme,Iwouldtoo.Itryagainandshepicks

uponthethirdring.

Que:Hello?



Me:QueImsorryforsnappingatyouyesterday.

ThatwasreallybitchyofmeandImtruellysorry

aboutthat.Pleaseforgiveme.

Her:Baaabe!Itsokay,ImeanIkindofdeserved

it.

Me:No.Youdidnt.

Her:Itsokay.Wantmetocomeover?

Me:(sigh)noImnotgoodcompanyatthe

momentandImgoingtogohome.Itslikethis

apartmentissuffocatingme.

Her:Ohokay..wellImhereifyouneedme.

Me:Iknowthankyou.Loveyou.

Shegiggles

Her:Loveyoutoo.

Sanelesayssomethinginthebackgroundand

Quegigglesandthenscreams.Idropthephone.

ImbackathomeandImenjoyingeveryminute



ofit.ThandiswaandDavidarespoilingmeand

AmoreandImfeelingatadbitoverwhelmed.I

dontlikeitwhenpeoplefussoverme,its

annoying.Iknowtheymeanwellbutstill.

Me:Imgoingbacktomorrow.

ThandiswaputsdownherforkandDavidclears

histhroatwhilewipinghismouthwiththe

napkin.Weatthedinnertablehavingsupper.

David:Why?Doyounotlikeithere?

Me:No.Whatmakesyouthinkthat?

Thandi:Well,baby,youhardlyevercomehome

andwhenyoudo,youstayforashortwhileand

leavesoquickly.

Really?

Me:Really?

Theybothnod.

David:HaveIdonesomethingtooffendyouor?

Me:Noo,goodgriefno.Youtwohavebeen



spectacularandthegreatestparentstome.

Justthat..

Eish,canIsayit?Feelsweirdthough.

David:What?

Me:Yourenewlywedsyouknow.Justmarried.

Freshoffthemarket.SoIdidntfeellike

intrudingorhearingThandimoan.Ivebeen

traumatisedonce.

Thandigasps.AndDavidburstsoutlaughing.

Thenshestartstocry.Ahoh!

Her:Soitsme?

Me:Nooo!Imjoking.JustthatIonceaccidently

heardyouguysandthenitclickedthatyoure

stillyoungandinyourhoneymoonphase.

Thandiswacriesmoreandgetsupfromthe

tabletoleave.Fuckmeandmybigmouth.Why!

Davidisstillchuckling,

Him:Dontworryaboutit.Probablythe

hormones.



HesmilesandIsmilefaintlyandwashthe

dishes.

Theresafaintknockonmybedroomdoorand

Thandiswawalksin.Hereyesarepuffyand

hazelbrown.Shecomesoverandhugsmetight

Her:Imsorrybabyface.

Me:Itsokay.

Theroomfallssilent.

Her:Soyoureallyleavingtomorrow?

Me:Ihavean8amclassMondaywhichI

absolutelycannotmiss.ImpresentingwithQue

anditwilldeterminewhetherwegotoGermany

ornottheseholidays.

Shegasps.

Her:YougoingtoGermany?

Me:Idontknow.Ihopeso

Her:Forhowlong?Whydidntyoutellme?



Me:BecauseIdidntwanttogetmyhopesup

forsomethingthatmightnothappenandget

youexcitedovernothing.

Her:Oh.Butyouwillgetit.Youworkreallyhard.

Me:Ihopeso.

MyphoneringsandMelisizwesfacepopsup.

Thandi:Ithinkthatsmyquetoleave.

Igiggleandsheleaves.

Me:Mynunuberry...

*3monthslater*

ItsnowNovemberandImpreparingtoleavefor

GermanywithQueandSanele.MelisizweandI

aregreat.Eventhoughitslongdistancewe

makingitwork.Lastweek,hebroughtmeback

thesegorgeousdiamondearringsbutIcouldnt

acceptthem.Ha.atheyweretoomuchbutthen

Iendedupfeelingbadandtookthemonly



becauseheboughtthemwiththehopesof

makingmehappy.Datingaricholderman

though .Hayi!

TodayismylastdayherebeforeIleaveandnot

oncehasMelisizwecalledoransweredmycalls.

AndIknowheswellcauseYonelapostedapic

ofhimandAzionthebeachtitled'Family

Bonds'.AndIknowitsfromtodaycauseSuzi

saidhewasatthebeach.Imsomad,livid,

furious!Fromtwodaysagohehasntbeen

answeringmycalls,nx!Fuckthis.

ImonthewaytotheairportwithThandiswa

andDavid,playingwithAmorandtakingpicturs

withher.Hersparklingblueeyeshavemyheart

meltingeverytimeImholdingher.Myphone

ringsutsMelisizwe.

Me:What?

Him:Babyhaibo?

Me:Whatdoyouwant?



Him:You

Me:Mxm.Youreabouttwodaystoolate.

Him:Imsorrynje.Iwasbusy.

Me:Toobusytoanswermycalls?Evensenda

fuckibgtext?Mxm

Him:HaiboThandoIdogethunguponalotof

things.Ihaveachildso...

Me:Luckyyouwhohasaminiyoutotakecare

of.

Him:NobabeIdontmeanitlikethat.Imeant...

Me:Gotohell.

Idropthephoneandscreamoutoffrustration.

DavidandThandiswakeepquiet.

ImeanhowdoeshethinkIfeelseeinghimplay

happyfamilieswithhusexandnottakingmy

callsfordaysatatime?Insensitiveprick.And

whatdidhemeanby'Ihaveachild'?Ishe

blamingmeforthemiscarriages?Rha!Mxm,



fuckMelisizwe,letmegoenjoymytimein

Germanyandsecuremyfuture.

~Melisizwe~

Imsuchafuckendickgeadattimes.WhydoI

saythemostinsensitiveandhurtfulshittothe

onesIlove?IvetriedcallingThandobackafew

timesbutitgoesstraighttovoicemail.Shit!

Now,beforeyoujudgeme,Ireallyhavebeen

busythesepastfewdaysatwork.Iwasin

meetingaftermeeting,siteinspections,

materialchecks,architecturaldrawingsand

budgetcosts.Iwashandsonanddidntgettime

tobreathe.WhenIdgethomeIjustslept.

Thandowouldconstantlycrossmymind,but

wouldbedisturbedeverytimeIthoughtof

calling.AndwhywasIsobusy?Well,Iplanon

takingaweekleavetogoseeherinGermany.

SoIwaswrappingthingsupandIwanteditto

beasurprisebutnow?Imnotsosure.



Andno,theresnothing,zero,zilchgoingon

betweenmeandYonela.Yeswehadafamily

dayforAziandthatsit.OnlybecauseIwas

goingaway.AndIdidntansweranyofmycalls

causeIleftmyphoneathome.Iwantedtheday

tobejustabouther.YeahIcouldvetexted

ThandoandnowinhindsightIseeIshouldve.

Butwhatsdoneisdone,nowitstimetofixthe

damage.

AwholeweekhaspastandThandoisnot

takingmycallswhichisdrivingmeinsane.ButI

knowshesenjoyingherself,Iseeherpicson

socialmediawithQueandsomeshesalone.I

nowknowthefeelingshewasgoingthrough

whenIdidntanswerandIcanassureyou,its

torture.IwakeupSundaymorningandget

readytoleave.Timetogofixthingswithmegirl.

Imsonervousnow,willshebehappytoseeme

orwillshebabgthedoorinmyface?



Ontheflightthere,Imrestlessandagitatedand

nervous.Idrinksomewhiskeytocalmmedown.

IguessIvedrunkalittletoomuchbecauseIm

feelingveryfuzzyandsleepy.

TheflightattendantgentlywakesmeandDan

takesmetoThandoshotel.Imveryjetlagged

andcoulddowithsomerest,butThandofirst.I

talktoreception,bookaroomclosetohersand

Igoupandknockonherdoor.Mymouthgoes

dryandmypalmsfeelsweaty.

Sheopenslooking,sosexyandbeautiful

Her: Melisizwe?

Me:Hibaby...
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~Thando~

Argfuck!IslamthedoorinMelisizwesface.Nx!

Howdarehecomehere.Ifindmyselfsmiling,

howsweetthough,he'sflownallthewayhere

toseeme.Thatsreallycute.Butno!Immadat



him.Howdarehethinkwhathesdoneisokay?

Lessthanayearagothismanwasmarriedto

theloveofhislife!Iwatchedastearsfelldown

hisfaceasheproclaimedhisloveforher.How

hewouldpurposelyhurtmeallinthenameof

her,Yonela.WhydidIevengobacktohimwhen

itsclearthathedoesntloveme?Becauseifhe

did,hewouldnthurtmetimeandagainwiththe

sameshit!No,Imdone.Thisismetappingout.

Imnotgoingtodothistomyselfanymore.I

knowIkeepsayingthesamethingbutthistime,

evenmyhearthasletgo.

~Melisizwe~

IexpectedThandotobemadbutnotlikethis.

Shesliterallyshutthedoorinmyfaceand

honestly,Idodeserveit.Isighandgotomy

roomandsleep,Imbeyondtired.

ThemorningIwakeupandshower.Myheadis

hurtingbutitsnotasmuchasthepainIfeelin



myheart.Igetdressedandpreparetogoout.

AsIclosemydoor,Sanelecomesoutofhis

room,wearingagown.

Him:Hey.

Me:Hi.

Him:Surprisevisit?

Me:Yeah,youtoo?

Him:No,somethingmywifecallsabaecation.

Ilaughandsodoeshe.

Him:Yeah,youngblood.Ifyoulookingfor

Thando,shesalreadyleft.You'llprobablysee

themtonightthoughbecauseQuesaid

somethingaboutAdelebeinghereandwhatnot.

Me:Oh.Thanksman.

Him:Breakfast?

Me:Please

Him:Giveme20.



Inod.Igobacktomyroomandgetmy

essentialslikemywalletandsuch,brushmy

beardandhair,grabacoatandgoout.

WesitattherestuarantwithSaneleandhave

breakfast.Chattingaboutoldtimesandnow

andplansforthefuture.Weeventuallyendup

talkingaboutwork.Thedaywithhimissplendid,

himshowingmearoundBerlinanddriving

around.Weendupgoingtothemoviesand

comeoutlaughinglikeidiots.Wehavealegit

bromancebrewingliketheoldtimes.Hemakes

mefeelbetterandreadytofaceThandowhen

shecomesbackwhichissoon.

Backatthehotelroom,Impacingupanddown

waitingforThandotocomeback.FinallyIhear

herdooropenandIwait10minsbeforeIgo

knock.ImnervousbecauseIdontknowwhat

awaitsmeontheothersideofthedoor.I

breatheindeeplyandknock.Thedooropens



andthereThandostands,inallhergloryand

magnificence.Ittakesallmyselfrestraintnot

tograbherandkissher.Shelooksmadbut

radiant.

Me:Hey

Her:Hello

Me:CanIcomein?

ShestepsasideandIgoin.Assoonasshe

closesthedoor,Ipullherinandholdher.Just

holdher,nowords.AfterawhileIpullawayand

smileather.Shegivesmeafaintsmile,

probablytiredandwegoinandsitdown.

BeforeIopenmymouth,myphonerings.I

ignoreit,butitpersists

Her:Answerit.Itmaybeimportant.

Itakeitandanswer.

Me:Hello

Mama:Meliuphi(whereareyou)?Aziissick.

Weatthehospitalpleasecomenana,shes



vomitingandburningup.Pleasecome

mntanam(mychild).

Shehangsup.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Istandandrunouttoleave.

~Thando~

AfterMelisizwessuddendepartureIclosethe

doorandgetintobed.Imdrainedandthis,

whateverhimandIhavegoingon,isover.

Clearlyitsnotarelationship,becausehedoesnt

respectmeorcommunicatewithmesotheres

nopointinustryinganymore,wellMEtrying

anyway.

TheweekfliesbyquicklyandbeforeIknowit,I

havetoflybackhome.Itsabittersweet

momentbecauseasmuchasIwanttogo

home,Iwanttostayandlearnmore.Butthats

notpossibleandIhavetogo.Queand



Sanz(whatIcallhimnow)arestayingfora

lovecation.Cute.

TheflighthomeisnicebecauseImflying

businessclassthankstoSanele.Myparents

pickmeupfromtheairportandIcrywhenIsee

them.Thandiswaisalmostreadytopopat7

monthsbutshestheeversobeautifuland

Davidisthebest.

Them:Baby?

AssoonasIseethem,mytearsfall.

David:Whatswrong?

Me:Imissedyouguys.

Theylaughandgivemeawarmhug.Then

Davidgetsmybagsandwegohome.

Imlayinginbed,staringattheroof,thinking

aboutwhatshappeningbetweenMelisizweand

I.Myphonebuzzes,itsatextfromMelisizwe.



"MissyousomuchandIcantwaittoseeyou.

Havealotofexplainingtodo.Loveyou,

sweetestdreamsmyangel"

Ha!Loveyoumyass.Itexthimback

"WENEEDTOTALK"

Andsend.ThatsallImsaying.

Myphoneringsagainanditshimcalling.ArgIm

notinthemoodforhimandhislittlepathetic

excuses.Iletitringuntilitstops.Thenputmy

phoneonsilentsoIcansleep.

Themorning,therearealotofmessagesfrom

Melisizweandmissedcalls.Hesaskingme

whereIamandtoopenmyapartmentdoor.Its

timeItextedhimandgetthisoverwith.

"Whereareyou?"

Hecallsimmediately.

Him:Babycanwe...

Me:Whereareyou?



Him:Protea

Me:StaythereImcoming.

Ihangup,getup,makethebedandtakealong,

warm,soothingshower.Thengetdressedafter.

Itshot,DecemberinSouthAfrica!Yho!

Unbearable.Imwearingshorts,sheertopand

sandals.Igodownstairs,havebreakfastwith

thefamilyoverlightconversationandIleavefor

ProteaHotel.Imanervouswreckbutitneeds

tobedone.

~Melisizwe~

ThetoneofThandosmessagestellmethat

therestroublehere.Ihopewecansolvethis

andmovepastit.Ihavetobehopefulfora

goodoutcomeinallofthismadness.

Theresaknockonmydoor,Iopenanditsher.

Me:Hi

Her:Hey.MayI?



Istepasideandshewalksin.Shesitsonthe

couchandIofferhersomethingtodrink.She

politelydeclinesandIgosittoo.

Me:Baby..

Sheliftsherhand,signallingmetokeepquiet.

Her:IdontthinkIwanttocontinuewith

whateverishappeningbetweenus.

Me:Thandopleasebabydontdothis.

Her:Ihaveto.Imtiredofbeingsecondbest

becauseIdodeservemorethanwhatyoure

offering.

Me:Babyletmeexplain.

Her:NoMelisizwetheresnothingtoexplain,you

keepdoingthesamethingoverandover,then

givingmeapatheticsorryeverytime.Wellthis

time,itsnotgoingtocutit.

Me:Thandopleasemylove,Imsorry.Iloveyou,

dontletthisbetheendofus.



Bynow,shescryingandIcanfeelmytears

begintofall.

Her:YoudontlovemeMelisizwe,no.

Infatuationorlustmaybebutlove?Notatall.

Becauseifyoudid,youwouldnthurtme

continuouslywiththesamething.Howdoyou

thinkIfeltseeingpicturesofthehappyfamily

onfacebookyetthemanthatclaimstoloveme

doesntevenanswerhisphone?Justlastyear

Melisizwe,onmgFuckenbirthday,Iwatched

youproclaimyourloveforYonelaandeven

criedwhilesayingyourvowstoher.Idontknow

whyIthoughtwewouldworkwhenclearly

youreconfusedwhoyouwantbetweenthetwo

ofus.

Imballingmyeyesout,kneelinginfrontofher

andbegginghernottoendus.

Me:ThandoPleasebabydontletwhatcouldve

beenbeautifulcometoanend.



Sheswipingawayherfallingtears,butisfailing

to.

Her:Ihaveto.Forthebothofus.Youknowhow

muchIloveyoubutitsnotenoughtokeepme

withyouanymore.

Imbeginningtobreakdownslowlyandsurely

assheuttersthesepainfulwordsatme.

Me:Thando,onelastchance,justone.Illdo

better.Ill...

Her:No,nomorechances.Thisisit.Ithinkyou

needtogoandfindexactlywhatyoulookingfor.

Andwhenyoudo,dontcomebackforme,

becauseIwontbewaiting.

Withthatsaid,shestandsandwalksoff.Ihear

thedoorcloseandIknowforsureshesgone.

Whoeversaidmendon'tcryhasneverbeen

heartbrokenbytheonetheyweresurewasthe

one.ThepainImfeelingisindescribablethatI

justlayonthefloorandletoutabittersob.This

isallmydoing.IvelostthewomanIlove



forever(uThandolwamlumnkile).

[10/30,08:40]Wadz:Here'salittlesomething
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~Melisizwe~

IdontknowhowlongIvelaidonthefloorcrying

butitstimethatIstoodupandgotaholdof

myself.Weepingwontsolveanything,taking

actiondoes.Myheadispainingbutitsnothing

comparedtomyheartandsoul.Icantexplain

howImfeelingbecausewordsarefailingme.I

dragmyselfofftobedandplayRKelly-IfI

couldturnbackthehandsoftime.

"HowdidIeverletyouslipaway

Neverknowing,Idbesingingthissong

someday



AndnowImsinking,

Sinkingtorisenomore

Eversinceyouclosedthedoor

IfIcouldturn,

Turnbackthehandsoftime

Thenmydarling

Youwouldbemine"

IsingalongasIletthetearsfall.Mamaalways

saiditsokaytocryandletallyouremotionsout,

soyoudontevercryforthesamereasonagain.

ThisisworsethanwhenIwasgoingthrough

depression.Thetearsarejustfallingontheir

ownnowasIreminenceonthegoodtimesme

andherhad.Theminidateswewentonwhen

wegotmarriedandevennowthatwewere

dating.Itwaslikeweweremadetoloveeach



other.Oursoulslikewaterandrain,thesame.

ButIguessitsnitenough,orIwouldntbeinthis

hotelroom,cryingoverher.Idbewithhernow,

laughing,takingpictures,makingsweet,devilish

loveandsleepingineachothersarms.This

time,Ivereallymessedupandnothingonthis

greenearthwillfixusorchangehermindto

takemeback.Shewasadamentonher

decisionandIllrespectit.ButImnotgoingto

giveuponus.IcantorImasgoodasdead.

Iwakeup,feelingdrainedandpained.Ineedto

getoutofthisplace,NOW!Imdonecrying,its

toomuch.

Igetupratherbegrudginglyandgoshower.Ilet

thewatercascadeovermytiredbody.The

waterisscorchinghot,judgingfromthesteam,

butImimmunetothepain.Imnumbtoany

feelingonmyflesh,justasharppaininmysoul

thatkeepsgrowingbythesecond.Iturnoffthe



shower,drymyselfandgototheroomtolotion

andgetdressed.Ilookatthetimeanditspast

8intheevening.HowlonghaveIsleptfor?And

willIhavetheenergytodrivebackhome?In

thisstateImin,Icouldcauseanaccident.ButI

needto,PortElizabethisstartingtocloseupon

meandImslowlystartingtolosebreath.

ThedrivehomeislongandblurrybecauseIm

cryingasIdrive.Itsreallyirritating.Youhaveto

understand,Imnotmuchofatalker,Ilike

bottlingmyfeelingsup.Formethatsmycoping

method.Sothiswholecryinggameisnewto

meandfrankly,Idontlikeit.ItmeansIhaveto

feeleachandeveryemotionImgoingthrough

andIhateitbecauseitmeansthatIm

vulnerable.Theseforeignfeelingshaveme

exposedandImnotsureImokaywiththis.

Igettomymothershouseandgoin.Iknock

andmymomcomestoopen.Themomentshe



seesme,thesmileonherfacefades

Her:Babywhatswrong?Whathappened?

IdontwanttocryanymoresoIjustshakemy

headandshehugsmetighter.Eventuallyshe

letsgoandwewalkin.

Tata:Ndoda,whatswrong?

Langa,thetwinsandtheirwivesarealsohere.

Iminnomoodforeveryoneandtheirpitystares.

Me:Molweni(helloeveryone)

Khanya:Hey.Babybro?

HegivesmeaquestioninglookbutIignoreit

andturntomyroom.Ihearfootstepsbehind

measIwalk,thecologneiseitherdadorLanga.

AssoonasIwalkinmyroom,Iheadformybed.

ThedoorclosesandLangaspeaks

Him:Mntakatata(dadschild),talktome.

Me:Thandohasofficiallyleftme.Forgood

Isaytryingtoholdbackmytears,butmyeyes



deceiveme.Whyisthissopainful?Langa

keepsquietandwalksout.Sigh.Igetunderthe

sheetsandballmyselfup.Thedooropens

againandcloses.

?:Kiddo?

ThatseitherKhanyaorKamva.

?:Getupbhudda!

DefinatelyKamva.Isitupandlookatthem.My

dadsheretoo.

Khanya:Whathappened?

Me:Ihappened.Youknow,everythingItouch

turnstoshit.

MyvoiceishoarseandcrackingasIspeak.Im

reallyfallingapartfromthis.

Kamva:Dontsaythat.

Me:Itstruenje.Lookatme,Imafuckingmess

thatnoonecancleanup.Andbesides,noneof

youwilleverunderstand,yourehappysojust



leavemebe.

Langa:Yourekickingusout.

Me:Thisismyroomafterall.

Tata:Butitsmyhouse.

Me:FuckthenIllleave.

Igetup,wearmyshoes,grabmyshitandwalk

out.Theguysdontutteraword.Ineedtoget

someperspective.

Mama:Youcantdrivelikethis.

Me:Watchme.

Igetoutanddrivetothenearestpub.The

barmanisJohnandhesfriendly.

Me:KeeppouringuntilImnumb.

~Thando~

AssoonasIleftMelisizwesplaceIdrovehome

toThandiswasplace.WhenIgothome,Ijust



criedinherarmsuntilIfellasleep.Thisisway

worsethanwhenwegotdivorced.Why?Imin

lovewithhim,bodyandsoulbutitsnotenough.

Thenextmorning,Iwakeupwithaheavyhead

andheavierheart.DidIletgotoosoon?DidIdo

therightthing?Youcangoaheadandcrucify

meonmydecisionbutuntilyouwalkinmy

shoes,you'llneverfullyunderstand.Notsolong

ago,Iwatchedhimloveanotherwoman,

chooseherovermecountlesstimes,shegave

himabeautifulchildwhileIgavehimnothing.I

havenochoicebuttoletgo.Iwillalwaysbe

secondbesttoher,always.Ivelost2souls,

alonewithoutMelisizweandsomemightsayI

shouldmoveonbuthowcanIwhenhe

remindedmenotsolongagothathehasa

child.Thathurtmemorethananythingonthis

planet.

Imstandinginfrontofthemirrorlookingat

myself,Ivegrownskinnyandtired.ButIneedto

pullthroughuntilImoveonfromhim.



*6monthslater*

Itsbeenalong6monthsandImslowlymoving

onaseachdaypassesby.ImstillsingleandNo

Imnotpregnant.Thankgoodness.Ihavent

beentoCapeTowntogoseeSimorspokento

heronthephonelately.IthinkitstimeIcutties

withthatfamilyforgoodsoIcanfinallymove

on.Myalarmgoesoff,disturbingmythoughts.

Timetogetup.Igetupandshower.Imwriting

mylastexamtoday.Imsohappy,Imgoingto

loungearoundthehousedoingfuck-all.Itsbeen

awhilesinceIvedonesuch.Anyway,Iget

dressedintojeans,uggsandhoodie.Imtoo

coldtocaretodayreally.Thengoout.

TheexamwashardandlongbutImgladits

overwithandatleastItriedmybest.Ipullup

outsidemyapartmentandtakethestairsup.At

mydoor,isalady.AsIapproachsheturnsto

me,andsmiles.



Me:Hello,MayIhelpyou?

Her:hello.Yes,ImlookingforThandokazi

Nqumbu?

Me:Thatsme.Whatsthisfor?

Shehandsmealarge,thickenvelopeandIsign

andbidherfarewell.

Iopenupandgoinside.Idropmybagandgo

overtothecouchandopentheenvelope.Inside,

amongstotherthings,isaletter.Withmyname

onit,anditsreads

"ToThandokazi

Ifyou'vereceivedthisenvelope,itmeansIve

finallysuccumbtothedepressionandkilled

myself..."

[10/30,08:40]Wadz:Imbetternow...
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~Thando~



IblinkbacktearsbeforeIcontinuereading.

"Ithadtobedone,Ivebeenbattlingwithitfor

years,duetonegligencefrommymother.

Thando,ImsorryforthewayItreatedyouover

theyearsandyourmothertoo.JustthatIwas

enviousofyourbondandhowshelovesyou

withouteventrying.Mymother,dadsex-wife,is

acoldwomanwhoneverreallycaredorloved

us.Shewasbusylivingherlifetonoticeour

existance.Whenshefinallygatheredthe

couragetodivorcedad,sheleftusoutinthe

coldandthankGoodnessGrandmothertookus

in.

ImwritingthisletterbecauseIcantfaceyou

directly,notafterthehurtandpainIvecause

yourmotherandyouovertheyears,butbelieve

mewhenIsayIloveyou.Notbecauseyour

dadschild,butbecauseofyourfreespiritand

goodheart.Irememberfromthetimeyoure

little,whenIdvisitandalwaysmakefunofyou

andhityou,youdstillcometomeandhugme.



Andforthat,Ithankyou.GoodbyeThandoand

takecareofyourself.

Love,

LihleNqumbu"

Iburymyfaceinmyhandsandletitallout.

Hlehle!Mydadsfirstchild,shewas10years

olderthanme.

AfterImdonecryingIopenuptheenvelope

furtherandtheresanothernote

"Thando,behind,Ileavemydaughter,

SimthandileNqumbunowknownas

SimthandileMvelase,findherandloveher.

Takecareofmychildpleaseandmakeherfeel

themotherlylovethatIneverreceived..."

Sim?Shesmybabynephew?What?Whydid

shegiveSimup?Icontinuereading

"ImsureyoureaskingyourselfwhyIgaveher

up,well,howcouldIloveherwhenIdonteven



lovemyself?ShedeservesbetterandIknowfor

afactDrMvelaseandhiswifecan/willgiveher

that.

IleavebehindalumpsumofR3millionforyou

tofurtheryourstudiesattheschoolofyour

choice..."

Somuchmoney!Istopreadingbecausethisis

toomuchformetobare.Igetupandgoget

someicewatertostopthetears.Thenstart

cookingnoodlesandminceformyselffor

supper.Ineedstrengthtogetthroughtherest

oftheenvelope.Hey!

Aftersupper,Ipagethroughtheenvelopeonce

more.Inside,therearepicturesofSimprobably

from2yearsago,shesatthepark,someshes

laughingatthemall,inothersshesbeingheld

byDrMvelaseandmam'Naledi.Theresa

particularphotowhereMelisizweisholdingher

andthey'relaughingtogether.Howcute!Theres



herbirthcertificate,lettersaddressedtoDrand

MrsMvelaseandlittleSim,whichIdontopen,

andawill.Inthewillitgivesmevisitationrights

toSim,moneyforherandsomethingabouther

father.ItsaysthatherfatherisThembelihle

JonasandImustlookforhimandunitethem

together.Fuck!AndthatstheonlywayIll

accesstheR3millionandSimtoo.WherewillI

startlooking?Butluckilytheresaphotoofhim

soIcanstalkhimonFacebook.

Ipackupandheadhome.Ineedtosharethis

infosoThandiswacanadvicemeonhowto

handlethisinfoproperly.AssoonasIgetinside,

Me:Daaaaaaaaaad!MOOOOOOOOOM!

David:Intheroom.

Iclosethedoorandgototheirroom.Im

practicallyrunningwiththeseenvelopesto

them.Igetthereandbargein,they'recuddling,

naked.

Me:Hey!



Them:Thando!

IlookforsomethingIcanthrowoverandcover

them.OncetheyrecoveredIshowthemthe

papers.

David:Sowhatdoyouplantodowiththe

information?

Weareatthedinningtableeatinglunch.

Me:Doasitsaysandfollowtheinstructions.

Notforthemoney,butforthesakeofSim

knowingthetruth.Shes7now,oldenoughto

understand.ButallImworriedaboutisthe

father.Whatifherejectsher?Howwillshe

handleit?

Thandiswa:Yhomntanamandiyazi(mybabyI

dontknow).

Me:IlldrivetoCapeTownandgiveittothe

Mvelase'sandseewhattheydoaboutthe

information.Theyhavetheirownlettersthat



mightexplainwhatsgoingonsoitsuptothem.

Imjustsadthatshecommittedsuicide.Goesto

showhowdepressionisaneverending,never

healingdiseasethatcannotbecured.It

cripplesthesoulandleavesthefleshbegging

tobesetfree.

David:Yesdefinately.Icompletelyunderstand

herreasons.Thereisalimittohowmuchone

canhandleandforhowlong.

Iagreewithhimcompletely.ImjustsadIdidnt

gettoknowherbetteroratleastattendher

funeral.MaybeitstimeIreachedouttomy

fatherskids.Thatway,Iwontgetsurprising

lettersliketheseanymore.

Thatnight,Ifindmyselfcrying.Depression

reallyisasoulcrusherandnoonecanreally

understanduntilyouvebeenthereyourself.Its

morethanbeingsad,itgoeswaydeeper.Ijust

wishshecouldvetriedtoreachouttome

beforetakingherlifeintoherownhands.Lihle



wasabeautifulwomanwithchocolateskinand

darkbrowneyes.Herhairwashuge,afrostyle

likemineandwasalwayscomposed.Shenever

hadahairoutofplaceandherbodywastokill

for.Butke,asIhavelearned,underallthat,was

asad,distantwomanwhowasstrugglingwitha

dangerousmentalillness.Mayhersoulrestin

peace.

~Melisizwe~

Itsbeen6monthssinceIveseenorheardfrom

Thandoandeverydayisastruggletogetup.Ive

triedtogetherbackbutwasshotdownatevery

attemptImade.ButImnotgivingup,justtaking

abreakandrestrategisingonmynextmove.My

daughterisnothingshortofamazingandis

now1year6months.Shemakesmelaughall

thetimeevenwhenImmadather.Sheisa

talker,yhobutwalking?Oho!Shejustdemands

myattentionandshesmyplaceofsanity.Shes



theonewhokeepsmegoingdaytodaywithout

fail.Hersmiles,giggles,facesshemakesand

thingsshesaysmakemyday.Yonela?Eish

whatdoIsay?Shetriedseducingmeandwell...

imonlyhumanandIgavein.Butinstantly

regretteditthenextday,becauseforsurenow

IvelostThando,butthenIrejectedherwhen

shetriedagain.AndIvesetherinplacethatI

dontloveheranymoreandmyeyesareseton

Thando.Shewasaladyaboutitand

understoodandnowshesdatinghergynae.

Weird.

Imathome,Imherealotbecausemomwants

toseeAziandSuzidemandsmypresence.

Shesnotreallycoolwiththeguysanditsquite

sadandthehouseisdivided.Momisinthe

middleofitall.Ijustfeelforher.Anditsgetting

worsetoapointwhereiftheguyscomeover

Suzileaves.Shesevenaskedmomanddadto

moveout.Yho!Idontknowanymore.



ThedoorbellringsandIgoopenandIm

stunnedtoseeThandothere.Hereyesare

puffyandshesholdinganenvelope.

Me:Hey.

Her:Hi.Yourparentshome?

Me:Yeah.

Istandthereandgawkather,motionless.

Her:MayIcomein?

Me:Ohsorry,yeah.

Imovepastandshecomesinandsitsonthe

couch.Simcomesinbouncingandwhenshe

seesThandoshesgoescrazyandscreams.

ThandojustbreaksdownandholdsSimfor

whatlookslikedearlife.Igoupstairsandknock

Mama:Comein.

Igoinandfindtheminbedreading

Me:Uhm...Thandosheretoseeyou,bothof

you.



Tatagivesmomaquestioninglookandtheyget

upandweleave.

Downstairs,mom,Thandoanddadaresitting

outsidetalkingandbythelooksofthings,its

quitehectic.Thandoandmomarecrying

hystericallyanddadhashisheadbowed.I

wonderwhatsthedealaboutandifThandohas

drivenallthewayfromPE.Innotime,Langa

comesin.

Him:Heykid

Ichuckle.Really?

Me:Heybhuti.Whatsup?

Him:IwanttoseeSuzi.Shehere?

Me:Yes.Suzi!Suzi!

Her:Coming!

IturntoLanga.Hesfuming.

Suzicomesdownandassoonasshesees



Langasherollshereyesanddragsherfeet.

Langa:HeySuzukiwe!Haveyoutoldmomand

dadyet?

Her:HelloBhuti,howareyou?Imwellthankyou.

Him:Heysundqhelamna(dontfuckwithme)!

Andiyontangakho(Imnotyourfriend)!

Her:Exactly!Sostayoutofmybusiness.

Him:Suzukiwe!!!Watchwhatyousaytome.

Her:Orwhat?

ShefoldsherarmsandgivesLangaadirtylook.

Langaisfumingandyelling.

Me:woah!Whatshappening?

Langa:Askher!

Suzirollshereyesandlooksatme.

Her:Nothing.

Langa:Bullshit!

Her:WhydoyoucareLanga?!Itsnotanyof



yourbusiness.Youvenevercaredsowhydo

younow?Juststayoutofmylifelikeyouhave

yourwholelife!Comeherepretendingtobe

angryandalllikeyougivetwoshits!

Langa:Ivealwayscared!Always!

Her:Damnright!Justleavemealone!Okay?Its

notlikeImcarryingyourbabysojustfuckoff!

Dad:What?!

O.oh!

[10/30,08:40]Wadz:£45

~Thando~

Ohfuck!Thisisnothowtheparentswere

supposedtofindout.Shit.IfeelbadforSuzi.

YeahIknewshewaspreggies,causeIknowthe

guy.AndnoitsnotKevin.ItsMarksbrother,

Alex.Hesabitolderlike28andanyway,Suziis

23whichisnoproblemeitherway.

Suzi:Tata..



Sizwe:Suzukiwe!!!Whatdidyoujustsay?

SuzilooksatmewithpleadingeyesandIlook

down.

Suzi:Areyouhappynow?Getoutofmyfucken

lifeLungaandthistime,stayout!

ShehissesandwhenIlookupshes

disappearedupstairs.IrunpastDrMvelaseand

goafterher.Imscaredshe'lldosomething

crazy.WhenIgettoherroomandopen,shes

furiouslypackingwithtearsrunningdownher

face.

Me:Babewhatareyoudoing?

Her:Imleaving.Thando,Ivefuckedupmega

thistimeandnotevenmomcanhelpme.Ive

disappointedher.

Me:Whereareyougoing?Suzicanyoujust

stop!

Igoovertoherandholdherhands.

Me:Talktome.



Her:Iwasgoingtotellthem,youknowbutnow

thatthey'vefoundoutthisway,Ijust...ihaveto

leave.

?:Younotgoinganywhere.

WebothturntofindDrandMrsMvelaseatthe

door.

Me:Illgo.

IgiveSuziahugandwalkout.

Naledi:Thankyou.

Me:Always.

Downstairs,LungaispacingandMelisizweis

sittingonthekitchencountersippingonjuice.

Simissittingnexttohim,eatingyoghurt.As

soonassheseemsme,sheputsheryoghurt

downandcomestome.

Her:HeySisi,areyoustayingherenow?

Ishakemyhead



Me:Nobaby,Ihavetogobackhome.

Shelookssosad

Her:Why?

Me:Imbabysittingtoday.Imjustheretosee

you.

Her:Really?Canwedosomethingbeforeyou

go?

Me:Yeahanything.Canyougetmesomewater

first?

Shetakesmyhandandwegotothekitchen.

Me:MoloBhutLanga(HelloBhutLanga).Hey.

IsmileatMelisizwe.Hesmilestoo

Him:Hi.

Langa:Howisshe?Doesshehateme?

Me:Arghshe'llcomearound.Justdo

somethingniceforhertoshowhowsorryyou

areandhowmuchyoucareandloveher.



Him:IvetriedThando,Idontknowanymore.

Me:Tryharder,justonelasttime.

Communicationiskey.Giveheryourtime,dont

buyherlove,earnit.

Henods,thanksmeandleaves.

Simhasgoneupstairstofetchhershoesand

itsjustmeandMelinthekitchen.Itsquite

awkwardasnoonetalks.

Him:So,howsthirdyear?

Me:OkayIguess.HecticbutImpullingthrough.

Andwork?HowsAzi?

Him:Shesgrowing,playful..worksfine.

Inodandsaynothing.ThankfuckSaziwalksin,

singingofftuneImightadd,andsavesthe

uncomfortablesilencebetweenus.

Her:Hey!

Me:Babydoll.

Her:Soontobe21howdoyoufeel?



Me:Normal.

Her:havingapartytocelebrate?

Me:No.Imnotevenhavingacake.

Shepouts.

Meli:Whynot?

Me:Wasteofmoneyandtime.

Henods.Sazipouts.

Her:Butatleastgotothemovieswithmeordo

somethingfunwithmethatday?

Me:Illsee.

Simcomesdownandliterallytakesmeaway,

pullingmetothedoor.Ilaugh.

Me:Byeyouguys!

~Melisizwe~

Talkaboutawkwardvibes!MeandThando.

Whatshappeninghere?We'reneverawkward.



TheressomuchIwantedtosaybutmytongue

froze.EverythingshesaidtoLangawaslikeshe

wasdirectingatme.Andshewasright.Seeing

herbroughallthefeelingsIhadbackandIfind

myselfsmiling.IknowinmyheartthatThando

andIweremadeforeachother.We're

MeliThandoandIdbedamnedifIletherslip

away.Shesmyforever.

Ilookatthetimeanditspast9pm.Ineedtogo

checkonSuzi.Haventseenhersincesupper.I

goupstairstotheroomonthefarendand

knock,noanswer.

Me:(whispering)Suzi.Itsme.

Iopenandgoin.ItsquitedarksoIcloseand

walktoherbed.

Me:Suzi?

Theressniffing.Igoinsidethebedcoversand

pullhertome.

Me:Dontcryyou'llupsetthebaby.



Suzi:Imsuchadisappointment.

Me:Noyourenot.Yesweexpectedyoutobea

bitolder,butitshappenedandwe'reherenow.

Whatdidmomanddadsay?

Her:Dadjustaskedaboutthefatherandmom

juststoodtherewithsomuchdisappointment

inhereyesandwalkedout.Shehatesme.

ShesobsharderandIbrushherback,calming

herdownuntilshefallsasleepinmyarms.

SaziandSuzicomedownstairslookingfine.I

whistleandtheygiggle.Mamaswatsmeonmy

arm.

Me:Haibo!

TodayisFriday,mamaandSuzimadeupand

theguystoo.Theyhadabondingtypething

withher.Itwascutewethu,whileIwentout

withSimandSazi.Soeverythingisgoodand

BabyAziiswithmommytheseholidays .But



December,Ihaveher.

Anyway,backtoSaziandSuzi

Me:Whereyouladiesoffto?

Them:Lunch.

Me:Ooofancy!

Theylaugh.

Suzi:Mxmkanenewena!We'retakingThando

out,itsherbirthdaytoday.

Ithinkmyjawdrops.HowcouldInotknow?I

takeoutmyphonetocheckthedate,itsthe

15thofJuly.Herbirthdate.Ihavetodo

somethingnowthatsheshere.

Me:Ohokay.Wherewillyouguysgo?

Sazi:Thatsforustoknowandyoutofindout.

Letsgosis.

Hehake!Mxm.Istickmytongueoutatherand

sodotheyandthengiggle.

Iminmyroomwearingjeans,knittedjersey,



boots,trenchcoatandbeanie.Imwearing

Thandosfavouritecolour:greybutwithamixof

hazel.IcallSazisoIcantrackherwhereabouts.

Shepicksup.

Me:GivethephonetoThando.

Her:arg!Fine..sisThando,phone.

Theresalittleshufflingnoiseinthebackground,

thenherangelicvoicecomesthrough.

Her:Hello,

Istartsinging,rathertryingtosing

Me:HappyBirthday,dearThando,wishingyou

moreyearstocome,youknowthatIloveyou,

happybirthdaytoyou.

Shegiggles

Her:thankyou.

Me:Whatareyourplans?

Her:Goingtothehoteltofreshenupthenwe

goingout.Well,beingtakenout.



Me:Canyoucallmewhenyougofreshenup,

wanttogiveyouahappybirthdaygift.

Her:Okay.

Me:Bye.

Her:Bye.Thanksagain.

Shehangsup.Ididntgetheragift,butIwill.

Firstletmegetreadytogoseeher,Ihope

everythinggoessmoothly.Igooutandheadfor

themall.

Atthemall,Igotoatoystoreandgethera

hugefluffyteddybearandthenthejewellery

shopforaneckpiece.Somethingthatscreams,

IwantyoubackandIveneverstoppedloving

you.

IpullupoutsideThandoshotelandsitinthecar

forabit.Imnervous.Ibreatheandgoout.Iask

forheratreceptionandtheytellmetogoupto

herroom.



Imoutsideherdoor.Thisisit,Iknock.Thedoor

opensandshestandsthereinalonggreydress

withjeanjacket.Shelooksgood.

Me:Hey.Happybirthday.

SheblushesandopensthedoorwidersoIcan

goin.Icarrythebugteddyinandshescreams.

Her:Isthatforme?

Inod.Shejumpsupanddownandgivesmea

hugebearhug.

Her:Iloveit.Ohmygoshitssobig!

Shesqueezesthebearandkissesit.

Her:Thankyou.Itsverysweetofyou.

Me:Itsapleasure.Hereistheother.

Ihandhertheboxandshegivesmea

questioninglookwhensheseesthewords

Graffonthebox.

Her:Graffdiamonds?

Inod,shehandsmetheboxwithoutopening



Me:Noitsyours.OpenitwhenImnotherethen

ifitmakesyouuncomfortable.

Shenods.

Her:Wine?

Me:Driving.

Her:Juice.

Ichuckle

Me:Yeah.

WegototheminibarareaandImseatedonthe

highchairs.Whenshehandsmethejuice,our

handstouchandipullherin.

Me:Icantgetyououtofmymindanditsdriving

meinsane.YourthefirstthingIthinkabout

whenyouwakeupandthelastbeforeIsleep.

EverysparemomentIhavetothink,youreall

thatoccupiesmymind.Ifindmyselfsmiling

whenIthinkaboutyoursmileandcryingwhenI

thinkofallthehurtIvecausedyou.Butthrough

itall,youvemanagedtoseethegoodinme.



Tearaforminhereyes.

Me:Thesepast6monthswithoutyouhave

beenhellonearthandallIaskisthatyousave

mefromit.TakemeoutofmymiseryThando.

Youhavemyheartandsoulinthepalmofyour

hands.Pleaseloveme.Icantsleepatnight

knowingthatyoumaybetheonethatgotaway.

ThandoallIaskisforanotherchancetoprove

mylovetoyou.BepatientwithmeandIllprove

mylovetoyou.LetmeshowyouhowgoodI

cantreatyouandhowmuchIwantyou.

Atearfallsdownmycheek.

Me:Thando,please.Icantbarethisgrowing

painanymore.IllbebetterIpromiseandthis

timeImeanit.Justletmeworkonmy

communicationwithyou...

Sheliftsherhandandshakesherhead,tears

crumblingdownhergorgeousface

Her:Icant.Imsorry.



Sherunsofftotheroomandshutsthedoor.I

sitandletthetearsfall.

[10/30,08:40]Wadz:Riseandshine.Its

morning.Goodmorningangels,hereissome

brakfast..
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~Thando~

MyheadisbetweenmylegsasIsobbitterly.I

hearthedoorcloseandIletitallout.Theway

heconfessedhisloveformeshould'vebeen

enoughtoletmegorunningbacktohimbut

whydidIturnhimdown?Myheartandsoulare

screaminghisnamewhilemymindisstubborn

andfullofpride.Imisshim.Ilovehim.Ineed

him.

Isitinthispositionforawhileuntilmyphone

rings.Igetupandgogetitfronthebarcounter,

andhesleftthediamondboxthere.Imtoo



scaredtoopenitsoItakeitwithmetomy

roomwhileIpagemycontacts.Itringsagain

Me:Erin?

Her:Youready?Andnoyouhavetocomeno

excuses

Me:Illbereadynownow,coming.

Her:GoodImcomingtopickyouupin30mins

okay?

Me:Okay.

Afterthecall,Iheadfortheshower.

Erinstaystruetoherwordsandcomestopick

meupandwegototheclub.Thewholeway,

mymindisonMelisizweandwhathesaidto

methisafternoon.Aflashbackofhimfeeding

meicecreamcomestomind.

Erin:Andthatsmile?

Ishakemyhead.Idontwanttoruinaperfect

nightwithsadthoughts.Funnyhow,everytime



wealoneeatinghe'llfirsttastethefood,thenif

ittastesgreat,he'llforcemetotryitbyfeeding

me.OrthetimehetickledmeuntilIliterally

peedfromlaughing.Helaughedsohardhe

almostwethimselfandIwasmadathimforan

entirehour.HebeggedmeandteasedmeuntilI

gavein.

Erin:Okaysharewithme,whosemakingyou

blush,evengiggle.

Ilaugh

Me:Noone,willtellyouinduetime.

Shegigglesandsaysokay.Finallyshepullsup

outsidetheclub,thenturnstome

Her:Pleaseletloose.Okay?Enjoyyourselfjust

thisonetime.Promise?

Me:Promise.

Her:Thenletsgo.



OhthehangoverIhadinthemorning!Itwaslike

myheadwasforeignfrommybody.Ifeltlike

shit,lookedlikeshitandevenwokeuplikeshit.

ButIenjoyedmyselfthepreviousnight.Itwas

goodtobeyoungagainandletmyselfjustto

relax.Bestbirthdayever,byfar.Well,besides

theMelisizwesaga,whichmakesmesadwhen

Ithinkaboutit.SoIsetthisethoughtsaside,

wellfornowwhileImnursingmythrobbing

head.Ilazilygetup,shower,getdressedand

getpackedtoleave.ImsogladDavidspicking

meupsomyteddycancometoo.Myphone

ringsanditshim

Him:Imherebabycakes.Comeletsgo.

Me:Okayberightdown.

Ipackupeverythingthatbelongstome,almost

forgettingtheboxandleave.Davidhelpsme

carrymystuffandweleaveinhisprivateplane

backhome.NicelifeproblemsItellyou.

Him:Didyouenjoyyourself?



Me:Yesthankyou.Andyouandmommy?

Helooksdownandsighs

Him:We'llbeokay.

Istandupandgogivehimahug.Helooksso

sad.

Him:Amorehasbeenaskingforyounon-stop

Me:Hessogrown.Ladiesman.

HelaughsandsodoI.

Him:Thando,doyouthinkImabaddad?

Me:Nowhy?

Him:IaccidentlydroppedBlessingyesterday

andIvebeenfeelinglikeshitsince.

Me:Mistakeshappenandyoudidnotintendon

doingitsodontbeatyourselfupaboutit.

Henodsandlooksaway.Shame,thepoorguy

seemsdistraught.

Welandbackhomeandwedrivetohishouse,



andAmorjumpsonmetheminuteIgoin.

Him:Imissedyou.

Me:Metoo.Youresogrown.Ileavefor2days

andcomebacktoagrownman.No,stop

growing.

HegigglesandIkisshim.Iwalktothekitchen

andgogreetThandiswa.

Me:Heysexymama.

Shegigglesandturnstometogreetme.Her

eyesarepuffyandred.

Me:Heywhatswrong?Boy/boygototheplay

roomandIllcomeplaywithyounow.Letme

talktomommyfirst

Amor:Okay.

Isethimdownandherunsoff.

Thandiswa:Ithinkthehoneymoonphaseis

over.

Me:Why?



Sheshrugs.

Me:Doyouwantittoend?

Her:No.

Me:Thendontletit.Itsallinyourhandsmom.

Gotalktodaddy,Illfinishup.

Her:Imdoneanyway.

Sheswitchesoffthestoveandwewalktothe

stairshandinhand.

Amorisaplayful,busy1yearoldwhoruns

aroundalot.Hehardlytalkslikehisfatherbut

whenhestartshedoesntstoplikeThandiswa.

Duringsupper,ThandiswaandDavidcantstop

stealingglancesateachotherandsmiling.Its

weirdandgross.Wonderwhattheyvebeenup

to.

Me:Illwashthedishes.

ThandismilesatmeandDavidsaysnothing.



Inbed,IlieawakethinkingaboutMelisizweand

Ijustcanthelpbutsmile.

*4monthslater*

~Melisizwe~

Itsbeen4monthssinceIveseenorspokento

Thando.Eversincesherejectedme,Ivebeen

dyingslowlyontheinside.Butlifemustmove

on,Ivebeenhavingmeaninglesssexwithsome

chicksbutthatwastwomonthsback.Itsnow

almosttheendofNovember,whichmeans

schoolsareclosingsoonandIcanhaveAzi.

ShesturningtwothisDecemberandImnot

throwingherabigparty.Justtakingheroutto

eatwiththefamandmakesureshehasafun

day.

IverelocatedtoCapeTownandImacondoin

town.Iputmyoldoneupforsaleandlooking

intofindingasuitablehome.



Todaysweatherisgloomyandraining,andIm

innomoodtogotowork.Icallinsickand

loungearoundthehouse.Mydoorbellrings,

mustbethepizzaguywithmyorder.Igrabmy

walletandgotothedoor,assoonasIopen,Im

stunned.

Me:Thando?

Shessoakingwetandlooksasifshesbeen

crying.

Her:Melisizwe..

Me:Comein.Illgetyousomethingtodry

yourself.

Shenodsandwalksin.Iretrievetomyroom

andgetatowelandsmallfleeceblanketand

handthemtoher.Shesmilesandwrapsherself.

Me:Tea,coffe,hotchocolate?

Her:Hotchocolateplease.

Shehasslighthiccupsandhervoiceisbreaking.

Thisisbreakingmeinside.Imakeaquickcup



ofhotchocolate.WhenImdoneIgobackand

shesstillstandingnearthedoor,shiveringand

shaking.Ihandherthecup

Her:Thankyou.

Me:Comesit.

Sheshakesherhead.

Her:Ivebeensuchafoolwhoselether

emotionsgetthebetterofher.Ivebeensobusy

focusingonthenegatives,forgettingallthe

good.

Shesaysthiswithtearsstreamingdownher

face.

Her:ImsorryMelisizweforbreakingyourheart

andsayingallthosemeanthingstoyouback

then.Truthis,Iwasaninsecureandjealous

foolwhocouldntseethegoodthatwasinfront

ofher.IloveyouMelisizwesosomuchthatits

startingtopainmebecauseImissyou

everyday.Yourlaugh,yourvoice,yourbeard,



yourtongue,yourhands,yourwarmhugs,

cologne,thecutefacesyoumakewhenyou

sleepandthesexy,deepgroanyoumakewhen

somethingtastesgood.Ifyouvemovedon

pleasetellmeandsparemethefurther

embarrassment,soIcanleave..

Shelooksupintomyeyesandtheyrefilledwith

sadnessandpity.

Me:Ihavent.Ivebeenwaitingforyou.

Her:Why?WhenIvebeensuchabitch?

Ishakemyheadandmoveclosertoher

Me:Noyouhavent.Justsomeonewhosbeen

hurtagreatdealbytheonesheloves..

Itakeherfaceinmyhabdsandwipehertears.

Thenbendandketmylipsfindhers.Herlips

aresocoldbuttheyresoftandfull..

Her:Iloveyou.

Me:AndIveneverstoppedlovingyou.



ShesmilesandsodoI.Ourmomentisruined

bythedoorbell,itsthepizsaguy.Ipayupand

closethedoor.TakingThandoshand,Ileadher

tothebedroomwhereshestripsdownand

takesawarmshower.Ilayclothesonthebed

andwalkout.

Isetupsnacksandpizzaforusandplump

downonthecouch.Fewminuteslater,she

comesoutlookingcuteinmyclothesandsits

downbesideme.Ipullherclosetome.

Her:ImsohappyIfoundyoualoneorIwouldve

diedofembarrassment.

Ilaughandkissherhead.

Me:ImgladItookthedayoff.WhotoldyouI

livehere?Andwhywereyouwet?

Her:SaziandtaxisdontcomethissidesoI

walkedhere.

Me:Inthisrain?



Her:Idwalkthroughfiretobewithyou.

Iblush.

Me:Metoo

Her:Iknow.

Sheshiftsandstraddlesme.Shetakesmyface

intoherwarmhabdsandkissesme.Itssoslow

andfilledwithpassionaswetasteeachother

andletourlipsdanceandspeakforthemselves.

Shepullsawayandlooksmeinmyeyes

Her:ImsorrybabythatItooksolong...

Me:Itsokay.Whatmattersisyoureherenow,in

myarms,whereyoubelong.Iloveyousomuch.

Her:Iloveyoumore.

Shewrapsherarmsaroundmeandkissesmy

cheekthenrestsherheadonmyshoulder.Its

sogoodtohaveherinmyarmsagain.Adream

cometrue.Iwipeawayafallingtearandwrap

myarmsaroundherpetitframe.



[10/30,08:40]Wadz:Goodmorning...sorryfor

notpostinglastnight.Fellasleepwhiletyping.
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~Thando~

Iwakeupinbedalonewithanurgentneedto

pee.MynunubudfeelswarmandabitsquishyI

mightadd...ohno!Nonono!Iopenthesheets

andthereitis.Blood.Fuck!Myperiodsstarted

whichmeanstheinjectionisup.Whynow?Why

here?

MelisizwecomesinandImashamed.Itry

pretendingtobeasleepbutIknowhewontbuy

it.

Him:Heysunshine.

ImsohumiliatedIcouldscream.Whywouldmy

bodybetraymelikethis?Ipulltheblankets

tightertomeandjuststayinmyposition.He

looksatmewithafrown.



Him:Whatswrong?

IcantholditanymoreIjustcry.Imsoashamed

ofmyself.Hecomescloserattemptingtoget

intobed.

Me:No!Dontcomein!

Iyell.

Him:Why?Whatshappened?

Me:Pleasego.Icantlookatyou.Please.

Him:No!Justtellme..didyoupeethebed?

Ishakemyheadno,infactIthrowhimwiththe

pillow.Hechucklesandbarelyducks.Hesees

myexpressionandisconfused

Him:Ladythings?

Inodmyhead.Ohwhydoesntthegroundjust

swallowmeupinthismoment?

Him:Oh.Isee.

Me:Please...



Him:No.We'reinthistogether.Whatdoyou

need?Padsortampons?

Me:Both.

Him:Size

Me:Smalltampons,anypadwithwings.Butit

mustbeAlways.

Henods.

Him:Anythingelse?

Me:Underwear.

Him:Okay.

Hecomesaroundtomysideandkissesmeon

theforehead.Thenleaves.

ImfinallyoutofbedandIvewashedthesheets,

infactallthebeddingandtheclothesIwas

wearing.IstepoutoftheshowerandMelisizwe

comesin.Withsomanypads,tamponsand

underwear.



Me:Thankyou.

Hesmilesandhandsmethestuffthenleaves.I

domybusinessthengoout.Hesseatedonthe

bedandsmileswhenIwalkout.Hepatshis

legssuggestingIgositonhislap.Im

uncomfortablebutIdoanyway.

Him:Baby..

Me:Hmm?

Imlookingdown.Imtooembarrassedtolook

himintheeye.

Him:Lookatme.

Ido.

Him:Baby,Idonteverwantyoutobe

embarrassedofanythingwhenyourewithme.

Especiallyyourbody.Thesethingshappenand

itsmyduty,asyourmantotakecareofyou.

YouaremineandIamyourswhichmeanseven

ourbodiesbelongtoeachother.Thesethings

happenwhenweleastexpectthem.Donthide



frommepleaseokay?

Iblushsohardandnod.

Him:ImeanitwhenIsayIloveyouokay?

Me:Iknow.

Him:Good.Andanotherthing,ndimdala(Imold)

sothesekindofthingsdontfazemelikethe

fuckboysyoureusedto.

Ilaughsohard.MxmIforgothowmuchofan

idiothecanbeattimes.

Him:Theresmybaby.

Me:Thankyou.

Him:Anytime.Areyouokay?

Me:Withyou,Imalwaysgood.

Hepullsmeinandweshareashortkiss.

Him:Comegetdressed.

Me:Inwhat?Ikindofcamehereonawhim.No

clothes,justmybankcard,Idandphone.



Hechucklesandliftsmeup.

Him:Wearsomethingofmine.Ilikeyouinmy

clothes.

Iblushandlookaway

Me:okay.

Ibrowsehislargeclosetandpickout

trackpants,hoodie,vestandsocks.Thenwear

hisslippers.WhenIcomeouthewhistles

Him:Damnbaby.

Ilaughsohard.SeewhyIlovehimsomuch.

Me:Youreanidiot.

Him:Youridiot.

Me:Verytrue.Soyoucookedsupper?

Hewriggleshiseyebrows.

Me:Yho.Iwonder.

Him:What?Ivecookedbefore.

Me:Nonotforme.



Him:ThebreakfastImadeyouatyourhome?

Me:Thatdoesntcount.

Hestickshistongueoutandpullsmeoutwith

himtothedinningroom.

~Melisizwe~

SupperwasfinebuthavingThandohere,inmy

clothes,wasthebest.Shemakesmeabetter

me.Imnotgoingtolieandsaywhathappened

thismorningdidntshockmebecauseIvenever

experiencedsomethinglikethat.ButImgladit

happened,soourbondcouldbestronger.

Me:Sowhatdoyouwanttodo?

Her:Uhm..anythingreally.Itsrainingandmy

clothesarealmostdrybutmyshoesnot.

Me:wellIhaveasurpriseforyou.Closeyour

eyes.

Shesmilesandshakesherheadbutshecloses



hereyes.Itakeouttheshoppingbagsand

plastics.Iwentandboughthergoodiestomake

herfeelbetterwhenitsthattimeofthemonth

andalsowarmpjs,thickgownandslippers.I

alsoboughtherjeansandchucks.Imtakingher

shoppingtomorrowsoIwanthertobe

comfortable.Igoaroundandguidehertothe

kitchencounterandthentellhertoopen.She

openshereyesandgasps.

Her:Forme?

Me:ofcourse.

Her:Awbabe.Thankyou.Thismeans...wow...

Shekissesmeandgrabstheteddyandhugsit.

Whatsitwithwomenandstuffedanimals?Ill

neverunderstand.

Me:Wanawatchtv?

Her:Noyouneverpayattentionanyway.Id

ratherreadabookcauseIknowyou'llwantto

work.



Ismile.Mywoman.

Me:Okay.

Her:Uhm...Bhuti.

Mmm..thatwordcomingoutofhermouth.It

doesthingstome.

Her:Doyouhaveahotwaterbottle?

Me:Ithinkso.Somewhereinthespareroom.Ill

gocheckforyou.

Igototheroomoppositemineandlookforitin

thedrawers.Ifinditwrappedinapinkfurry

thingwithSuziwrittenonit.Igobacktothe

kitchenandfillitupwithhotwater.Igrabice

cream,buscuits,chipsandjuicethengotothe

room.Shescurledupwithherteddybear.

Me:Herebabe.

Shelooksupandthanksme.Shetakesthe

bottleandplacesnearherabdomen.

Me:Badcramps?



Her:No.Notbad,andImcold.

Isnuggleinclosertoherandkissher.Weboth

justlistentoeachothersbreathingandheart

beat.

Themorning,Iwakeupaloneinbed.Igotothe

bathroomandassoonasIopen,Iseeanaked

Thandodryingherself.

Her:Morning

Me:Heyangelface..showerwithoutme?

Her:Yeahdidntwanttobotheryou.

Me:Itwouldnthavebeenabother.

Ipeewhilesheshere,flushandgoovertothe

sinktowashmyhands.WhenIturn,Thandos

bentoverwipingherlegs.Hernunubudinfull

display,Ihaveneverseensuchaprettysight.I

wassemihardbutnow,Imhardasarock.I

walkbehindherandrubmyselfonher.



Her:Baby,Imonmyperiodnje.

Me:So?

Her:No

Me:Pleasebaby..justthisonce.Ihaventhada

tasteofyouforawholeyear..

Ivealreadydroppedmepjpantsandthetipof

mythrobbingbonerisalreadyrubbingonher

castle.

Her:WhatamIgoingtodowithyou?Aaah...

thatfeels...yesbaby...

ImrubbingmyselfonherandIcanttakeit

anymoresoItryslidein.Itssotight,whathas

shebeendoing?

Afteroursteamysessionandshoweringagain,

together,we'reinthekitcheneatingcereal.She

comesandstandsbetweenmylefsandkisses

myface.



Her:Thankyouforyesterday.

Me:Noproblem...

Weshareakiss.

Her:Areyougoingtoworktoday?

Me:No.

Her:Whynot?

Me:Youreheremos.AndbesidesIwanttotake

youshopping.

Shelooksatme,infactshefrowns.Notthe

reactionIwasexpecting

Me:Whyyoufrowning?

Her:YouknowhowmuchIhateyouspending

yourmoneyonme

Shefoldsherarmsandburuesherfaceinmy

chest.

Me:Letme,justthisonce.Please.

Her:Fine.



Ismileandkissherforehead.Myhandisonher

firmbehindandImjustrubbingit.Icouldstay

likethisforeternity.Theresjustsomething

aboutThandothatIfindmyselfunabletoresist.

We'reatthemallhandinhand,goinginandout

ofshops.Thandoisnotmuchofashopperor

shedoesntwanttospendalotofmoney.I

bumpintooneofmyoldexs

Her:Meli?

Me:Caryn,hi.

Shegivesmeawarmhug.

Her:Howareyou?

Me:Wellthankyouandyourself?

Her:Imgood.Youlookgood.

Me:Thanks,sodoyou.

ThandoissomewhereintheshoplookingatI

dontknowwhat.Imnearthetillgoingthrough



myemails

Her:Stillsingle?

Ilaugh

Me:No.

Her:Ohtoobad.Shesaluckywoman.

Me:NoImtheonewhosblessed.

Icanfeelherbeforeshestandsnexttome.

Thando:Hello.

SheextendsherhandtoCarynwhotakesitbut

withaquestioninglookonherface.

Caryn:Hi.

Me:Caryn,thisistheloveofmylife,Thando.

Thando,Caryn.

ThandosmilesandCarynkindofsmilesback.

Me:Didntfindanythingyoulike?

Thando:Nobabe.Readytogo?

Me:yeah.



SheholdsmyhandandwiththeotherIholdthe

littlebagswehave.

Thando:Itwasnicetomeetyou.

Caryn:Likewise.Seeyouaround?

Me:Idoubt.

Andwewalkoff.Youguysshouldveseenthe

wayIwasstaringatThandosbehindasshe

walkedahead.Itdrivesmecrazy,especially

knowingthatitsmineandminealone.

Thando:Shedoesntlikeme.

Me:Shedoesnthaveto.Shesofnoimportance

tomeortoyou.

Nowcomegivedaddysomesweetloving.

Ipullherinforakissandshegiggles

Her:Nowe'reinpublic.

Me:So?

Isnakemyhandaroundherwaistandpullher

incloser.Lookinginhereyes,Ifindmyselfin



them.

~Thando~

BeingherewithMelisizweisthebestfeeling

ever.ImbeingspoiltrottenandImnotreally

comfortablewithit.Hesshoweringmewithhis

affectionwhichIlovebutthegifts?Notso

much.

We'rebackinhiscondoandImcookingsupper

forus.Hesverydistracting.Kissingme

constantly,smackingmybum,rubbingmy

boobs,kissingmyneck,grindingonme.Itsalla

bit,romanticinmybooks.Hemakesmegiggle

andblush.

Me:Babe.

Hesstandingnearthefridge,lookingallsortsof

chocolateygoodness.

Him:Hmm?

Me:Imgoingbacktomorrow



Him:Why?

Me:Ineedtogo.MyparentsdontevenknowIm

here.Theymustbeworriedsick.

Him:Justcallthemandtellthemyourehere.

Me:NoIhavetogo.

Helooksatmewithpuppyeyes.

Me:Andbesides,you'llbeatworkthewhole

dayandIllbeherealone,doingnothing.

Hepullsmeincloseandrestshisheadonmy

shoulder.

Him:ButIdontwantyoutoleave.

Me:IknowbutIllbebacksoon.

Him:Promise?

Inod.

Hehuffs,kissesmeontheforeheadandwalks

off.Hesbeingsuchagrouchybaby.Really!

Thewholetimeduringsupperhewasbeingso



clingyandmoppy.Hessocute.Wewashed

dishestogetherandhemoppedafter.Hey!Im

justasshockedasyouare.

Hisheadisonmychestandhisarmholdingme

inplace.Implayinggamesonhisphoneand

hessleepingsosoundly.Amessagecomes

throughandIopenitbymistake.

"Callmewhenyouwantarealwoman.Notthat

littlegirlbesideyou.Caryn"

Bitch!
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~Melisizwe~

Imwokenupbyadelicioussmell.Iturnandfind

Thandoisnotbesideme.Igousethebathroom

thencomebacktomyroomandcheckmy

emails.AssoonasIunlock,amessagepops

up...fromCaryn.Issheserious?Nofuckoff



man.HowdareshecallmyThandoalittlegirl.

Fuckenmakemesick.

Inthekitchen,Thandoisswayingherhips

cookingandhummingtoanunheardtune.She

turnsandsmiles

Her:Hi.

Me:Hey.

TheCarynstextcomestomindandIfind

myseldgettingmoreangry.Wheredidsheeven

getmynumbersfrom?

Her:Babywhatswrong?Comeletmekissit

better.

Iblushandwalkovertoher.Shehugsmeand

kissesme.Whenshepullsaway,shesmilesso

sweetly.

Her:Bhuti,pleasetalktome.Whatswrong?Did

Idosomething?

Me:Nobabe.Itsnothingyoudid.



ThandoismoreofawomanthanCarynwill

everbe.Thandohasaheartandisgoodwhile

shesaleechwhosucksanymanwithmoney

dry!Fuckenhell.

Thandoshakesherheadandwalksoff.

Me:Baby?

Her:Melisizwe.

Woah!Thatchangedfast.

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:Awufunthethanammos(youdontwantto

talktome).Ivebeenaskingyouwhatswrong

andyoubrushingmeoff.

Me:Fine.ItsCaryn.

Her:BabyImsorry.Ididntmeantoopenyour

messagesitwonthappenagain

Me:What?Soyousawthetext?

Shenods

Me:Areyoumad?



Her:ShouldI?

Me:No.

Her:Thenno.Shecansayallthenastythings

shewantsaboutmebutuntilshehasyouinher

armsthenIdontgiveafuck.

Me:Good.Andshe'llneverhavemeinherarms.

Anganya!

Shelaughsoutloud.

Me:Imsorrybaby.

Igostandbehindherandwrapmyarmsaround

herwaist.

Her:Myhoneysugarsweetness?

Igiggle

Me:Really?

Shenods

Her:Pleasedontshutmeoutokay?

Me:Okay.



Her:Andwhenyouhaveaproblemcallme

always.Andsad,orangry,callmeokay?

Me:Okay.

Her:Iloveyou..

Idontknowaboutyou,butIgetgiddyeverytime

shesaysit.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Heybreakfastwasscrumptious.Icanttellyou

whatwasontherecauseitwassomeshitIve

neverheardof.Butitwasappetizingyho.

Thandosleavingtodaybutpromisedtobeback

Friday.Itsonlytwodaysfromnowbutstill.I

wantherherebesidemealways.Otriedto

initiatesomeintimacyandsheflattenedmelike

pizzadough.Yhu!Shewouldnthearofit.Ieven

askedforthebehindkeatleast,youknowanal.

Yho!Ibingathindiyamthuka(itwaslikeIdsworn

ather).Thewayshefreakedout.Neveragain...



oruntilnexttime.

We'reattheairportterminal,Idontwantherto

go.

Me:Illmissyoubaby

Her:Notmorethanme.

Me:Promisetocomeback?

Her:Witheverybeatofmyheart.

Weshareamomentandthenshehastogo.I

waveheroffthengobacktowork.Ineeda

distractionbeforeIexplode.Imsohappyshes

comebacktome.AndthistimeIllmakesure

itsforgood.

~Thando~

ImbackatmyapartmentandIcantfindmy

bankcard.Ivelookedeverywhere,luckilyIhave

afewcoinstobuyairtimebutforpetrolnothing.

ImreallystressingbecauseThandididsendme



money,herandDavidbutnowbankcardis

missing.Onmywaytotheshop,Ibumpinto

Kevin.Arg!

Him:Hey,getin.

Me:NoImgood.

Him:ComeonThando,Iwontdoanything.

Me:Noreally,ImtakingawalksoImgood.

Him:Imissyou.

Me:Okay.

AllthiswhileImwalkingandhescruisingnext

tome.

Him:Istillloveyou.

Me:Goodforyou.

Ireachtheturnfortheshopandgoin.Ibuymy

airtime,loaditandwalkbacktomyapartment

insilence.OnceImin,InervouslycallMelisizwe,

itringsforabitthenhisvoicecomesthrough.I

swearhisvoicewillbethedeathofme,its



hoarsebutdeep.Yhuitssexy.

Him:Baby?

Imoan.Icanthelpit.Ijustthinkofthetimes

whenwemakesweetdeliciousloveandhe

callsoutmynamewhenhecomesortellsme

helovesme.

Him:Thando?

Me:Ohsorry,hey.Ivearrivedsafely.Uhm,quick

favourplease.

Him:Anything

Me:Areyouatthehouse?

Him:Nomylove.

Me:Oh.Whenyouarepleaselookformycard.

Him:Oh.Okay.Needcashnow?

Me:Uhmyeah.

Him:Ille-walletyouinabit.

Me:uhm...illpayyoubackIpromise.



Helaughsandhangsup.Asifhecalledtsh!My

phonebeepsandanamountofR800hasbeen

senttome.Somuch?Melisizwethough.Idrive

totownandwithdrawthemoneythenfillupmy

fuel.Igetsomegoodiesanddrivehome.

Thandiisnotgoingtobehappy

Mama:Uvelaphi(whereareyoufrom)

ThatsthefirstthingThandisayswhenIcome

throughthedoor.Iminshit.Ifeellikepeeing

myself.

Me:CapeTown.

David:Anditdidntdawninyoutocontactus?

Me:Itdid.

Him:Whydidntyou?

Me:uhmmm...itslippedmymind.

Ma:Thando...

Me:Imsorryokay?Ididntplaningoingthere.It



wasamomentofweaknessbutitwonthappen

again.

David:Hellnoitwont.Becauseyouregrouded.

Andthatmeans,youmaynotleavethishouse

untilIapprove.

Me:What?No.Mamaplease.Dad.

Him:Ihavespokenandthatsfinal.

Iscreamoutoffrustration.Goshhowirritating.

Carynwasright,Iamalittlegirl.Istorm

upstairsandlockmyselfinmyroom.Melisizwe

isnotgoingtobehappyaboutthis.Idecideto

callhim.Hepicksuponthesecondring.

Him:Twiceinoneday?Imareallyluckyguy.

Ilaugh

Me:Thankyouforthecash,IllpayyoubackI

promise.

Him:Nodont.

Me:Iwantto.



Him:AndIdont.

Me:But...

Hecutsmeoff

Him:Canyoustopbeingsostubborn?Im

sayingnoandthatsfinal.

Isigh.Reserved.

Me:Okay.WellIcalledtotellyousomenews.I

havegoodandbadnews.

Him:Goodnewsfirst.

Me:Imfinishingtomorrowwhichmeansby

FridayIllbegoodtogo.

Him:ThatisgoodnewsindeedandImalready

picturingthethingsIwanttodotoyou.

Igiggleshyly.

Him:Icanalreadytasteyou,smellyouandfeel

youalloverme.Mmmbabydamn..

Imbitingmybottomlipandclosingmythighs

tightly.Icanalreadyimaginehiminsideofme,



moving...mmmm!Hesdrivingmecrazy.

Him:andIknowyoucanfeelmetoo.

Igiggleandblush.Howdoesheknow?

Me:Icantwait.

Him:Badnews?

Me:What?

Him:Thebadnews?

Me:Oh.Uhm..imgrounded.

Him:What?Whatsthat?

Irollmyeyes.Iforgetthathesfromadifferent

timethanme.

Me:Grounded.ItmeansImbeingpunished

fromnottellingthemIwasinCapeTownthese

pasttwodaysso...

Him:okay.Andthatmeans?

Isigh

Me:Icantleavethehouseandmyphonewill



probablybeconfiscatedsoon.SoIdontknow

howlongitwillgoonforbut...

Myphonecuts.Myairtimesfinished.No!But

mybabycalls

Me:Sorrymyairtimesfinished

Him:Noworries.Soubusithini(youweresaying)?

Me:SodadwilltellmewhenImnolonger

groundedandIllhavetoaskpermissionto

comeover.LikeIm...

Mydoorburstsopenanddadcomesin.

Him:Phone.Now!

Me:2moreminutes.

Him:No.NowThando!

Me:Iloveyoubaby.Gottogo.

Ihangupandpracticallyslammyphoneinhis

hand.

Me:Sounfair!



Him:Shouldvethoughtofthatbeforeyouwent

missingmissy.

Andstormsout.Arg!Myparentsareso

annoyingIcant.AndworseIjustgotbackwith

Melisizwe.Mxm

Atthedinnertable,itsjustknivesandforks

doingthetalking.Imnotreallyhungryand

definatelynotinthemoodtotalk.Imfiddling

aroundwithmyfoodonmyplate,thinkingout

mybaby.

Dad:Eat!

Ialmostjumpfrommyseat.Hessoangry.Ive

neverseenDavidlikethis.Hisfaceisalmost

redandhiseyesbloodshotred.ButImangry

too.Ijustgivehimanuglystareandputmyfork

down.Iattempttostand

Dad:Didyouasktobeexcused.

Me:MayIbeexcused?



Him:Nofinishyourfood

Me:Imnothungry.

Mom:Babywe'redoingthisforyourowngood.

Me:okay.CanIgototowntomorrow?

Dad:Why?

Me:Needtogomakeanewbankcard.Lost

mine.

Dad:You...no!

Me:What?Why?

Him:NotthatIhavetoanswertoyoubutyou

notgoinganywheresoIdontseetheneed.

Yho!Thismanmara.Mxm.

Me:Fine..

AftersupperIdothedishesthengotomyroom.

Assoonasmyheadhitsthepillow,Iknockout.

Thefollowingdaysthemoodaroundthehouse

issomber,wellmineis.DavidandThandiare



justfine,allloveydoveyandnotgivingadamn

aboutme.Ipracticallyignorethem,Idid

apologisesowhatelsedotheywantfromme?

TodayisSaturdayandIminmyroom,laying

whenDavidcomesin.

Him:Thando?

Ijustlookathimwithaboredexpressiononmy

face.

Me:Ta?

Him:Iknowyouremadbutthisisforyou.You

scaredusbabyandhadInotheardfromQueI

wouldvegonetothepolice.Donteverdisappear

likethatagainokay?Weloveyousomuch

angelandIwoulddieamilliondeathsif

somethingweretoeverhappentoyouokay?

Inod.

Him:Here..

Ilookupandhehandsmemyphoneandbank

card.



Him:Gotohim.Imsurehemissesyou.

Ismileandgivehimahugehug.Almost

knockinghimover.

~Melisizwe~

TodayisSundayandstillnowordfromThando.

Ivetriedcallingherseveraltimesanditwentto

voicemailallthetime.Imisshersomuch,but

luckilyBabyAzihaskeptmecompanythis

weekend.Todayhermomistakingherforthe

holidaysinJoburgwhichmeansIllseeher

again3weeksfromnow.Idocallconstantly,

butitsnotthesameashavingherinmyarms.

MydoorbellringsanditsYonelaheretofetch

Azi.

Me:Byebaby.Daddylovesyou.

Her:Wuvyou(loveyou)

Me:Enjoy.



IgiveherakissandhugYonela.WhenIpull

away,YonelatriestokissmebutIbackup.

Whatthefuckisupwiththat?

Me:No.

Her:ComeonMelisizweits...

Me:Yonela,stop.IloveThandoandIjustgot

herbackandIllbedamneifIletyoutryandpull

usapart.

Her:Mxm.Iknowyou'llcomeback.Youalways

do.

?:Heybaby.

WebothturnandfindThandostandingthere

withahugegrininherface.Irushovertoher

andgiveheronehellofasmooch.Shesso

sneaky.IwonderifsheheardYonela?

[10/30,08:41]Wadz:£48

~Thando~

Hee!Andilingwa?Hayindiyalingwasanaasoze



uve!(AmInotbeingtested?)Becausewhatthe

actuakfuck!WhatwasYonelathinking?

Meli:Babysleep.

Me:Iam.

Hechucklessodeeply.Damn.

Him:Right!Whatswrong?

Me:WhatdidYonelameanwhenshesaidyou

alwaysgoback?

Hehuffsandkeepsquiet.

Me:Baby..

Him:Canwetalkaboutittomorrow?

Me:NoIwanttoknownow.

Hemovesontopofmeandkissesme.Its

heavenlybutno.Iwantanswers.Heseparates

mylegswithhisandslideshisfingerinsideme.

Mmm

Me:Ah..baby...no...talk..



Him:Iwill..

Me:Now...Meli...

Him:mmm?

Whyishedoingthistome?Heishiding

somethingfromme.

Hemoveshismouthmovesfromminetomy

necktomybreasts,tomycoochie.

Him:Baby?..

Iminheaven

Me:Mm...Imclose..

Him:IfuckedYonela..

Igaspasarifallingorgasmripsthroughmy

fragilearea.IwanttoclosemylegsbecauseIm

fuckenmadbutIcant,becauseMelisizwehas

alreadypositionedhimselfontopofme.He

slidesinohsocarefullyandifindmyself

automaticallywrappingmylegsaroundhis

waist.



Him:Itdidntmeananything...

Hesmovingsoslowly,sodeeply,so

passionately

Him:Dontleaveme...

Immoaning,scratchingandmovinhinsync

withhim.

Him:Iloveyou...onlyyou...

Howisheabletospeakduringthissensative

time?Andwhyismybodybetrayingmeby

respondingtohistouch?Mylegsaretrembling,

andmyeyessoaking.Imcrying.

Him:Imsorry...

Iarchmybackasmypleasuresoaksbothme

andMelisizwe.AfterIvecalmeddown,Ipush

himoffmeandgotothebathroom.Ineedto

cooloffbeforeIdosonethingIllregret.AfterIm

done,Ilookatmyselfinthemirror.Myeyes

puffy.Igobacktotheroom.Melisizweissitting

withhisheadonhishands.Heswearingbriefs.



Me:Whydyoudoit?

Helooksup.

Him:Idontknow.

Me:Youdontknow?

Him:Idontknow.

Me:Mmm...

Iwalkpasthimandwearhisgown.

Me:Guestroom.

Him:What?

Me:Gosleepintheguestroomuntilyouknow

whyyousleptwithher.GobeforeIlosemycool.

Iwakeuprejuvanisedandreadytoface

Melisizwe.Imnotmad,Imdisappointed.He

couldfuckanyoneanywhere,justnotYonelaor

Carynforthatmatter.Yeahwewerenttogether

whenhedid,butstill.Ibrushmyteethandtake

aquickshowerandwearnothingbuthisshirt



andgotothekitchen.Igetthereandhes

wearingonlyhisbriefsmakingbreakfast.

Me:Morning?

Heturnstofaceme,

Him:Hi.

Me:sleepwell

Him:No.You?

Me:Likeababy.Whatareyoumaking?

Hestopswhathesdoing.Andwalkstowards

meandstopsinfrontofme,andlooksdownat

me

Him:Babypleasedontleave.Iwontbareitthis

time.

Me:Dependsonyouranswer.

Him:Thandoplease...

Me:Behonestwithmeandletmedecide.Why

didyousleepwithher?



Hesighs.Frustrated.

Him:Idontknow.BecauseIwashorny,

becauseshewaswilling,becauseIwasmissing

youandneededabodytotakemyfrustrations

outon,becauseIwassexuallyfrustrated,Idont

know..

Me:mmm...butwhyher?Ofallthewomanon

thisfinegreenearth!Whyher?

Imcalmbutinside,Imfuming.Icouldslaphim.

Him:Babypleasedontdothis.

Me:Imnotdoinganything.Justaskingafew

questionsthatneedanswers.

Him:UfunandithiniThando(whatdoyouwant

metosay?

Me:Saywhatsinyourheart.

Hesighsandrunshishandsoverhisface.He

holdsmywaistandlooksmeinmyeyes,Ifold

myarms.Andisenashori!(Imsocheekyyhu).

Ngaseundibone(Iwishyoucouldseeme).



Him:Yousocuteyouknowthat?

Mxmhaike.Iremovehishandsfrommeandgo

tothekitchenisleandsit.Hehuffs.Imdriving

himinsane.

Breakfastissilentwithmeocasionallyplaying

withmyhairormythighs.Iknowitsworking

himcauseheshardasarock.Imnotgoingto

leavehimevenifheweretosayhefuckedthe

wholeofCapeTown,becauseIhavenorightto

be.

Him:Pleasestop

Me:Stopwhat?

Helooksatmeandhiseyesarebloodshotand

theveinsonhisforeheadarepoppingout.

Him:Seducingme.

Me:Imnot.

Hefuriouslystandsupfromthetablethrowing



theglassagainstthewallandhuffingatme.

Him:WHATDOYOUWANTFROMME?

Hesshoutingandpacing.

Me:(calmly)thetruth.

Him:ITOLDYOU.IDONTKNOW!

Me:Thenwhyyougettingangry?Dontshoutat

me.

Him:Babyplease...Illanswerallyourquestions

ifyoupromisemeonething.

Me:Idontthinkyouratthelibertyofcallingthe

shots.

Him:Fine.ThenIwontanswer.

Me:Sobeit.

Iattempttostandbutheblocksmyway.

Him:Okay,okay,fine.

Me:Okay.Whatdidyouwantmetopromise?

Him:Thatyouwontleave.Nomatterhowhard



itgets.

Me:Fine.

Him:Promise?

Me:Ipromise.

HisabouttotalkwhenIpullhispantsdownand

wrapmylegsaroundhim.Iliftmyhipalittle

andheslidesin.

Him:aaah...baby...

Me:Babe...aaah...

Webothenjoyingeachother.Truthis,Idont

careanymore.WhyshouldIworryaboutthe

thingshedidwhenhewassingle.Hewasdoing

themathisownwillbutthatsthepastandthis

isnow.Whatmattersiswhathappensnowthat

hesgotme.Andanotherthing,Idontwantto

comethroughassomejealoushoodratthat

doesntknowherplace.Whathedidbeforewe

metisnoneofmyshitanyway.



Afterthebreakfastsex,wetakeashowerand

hegoestoworkwhileIstayandcleanup,then

cooklunchforus.Imnowonthenetlookingat

potentialjobsfornextyear.Myemailpingsand

Iopen.Ohmygoodness.Icanthelpbutscream

andjumparound.Noway.Noway.Melicomes

inandIrunovertohimandjumponhim.He

holdsmeandconfusioniswrittenalloverhis

face

Him:Whatme?

Me:Igotajob.

Him:Oh.

Iclimboffandheputstheplasticsdown.Not

thereactionIwashopingfor.Whatseatinghim

now?

~Melisizwe~

Asyouveseen,ImnotexcitedwithThando

gettingajob.Iwashopingthatshe'dbemy



housewife,likemymom.Butke,Iguessthe

modernwomanwantstowork.Andtheres

nothingwrong,butIcanprovidemorethan

enoughforher.She'llgotoworkandmeeta

youngerguy,who'llgiveherwhatIcant,

becausenoonehasitall,notevenmeandshe'll

leaveme.Thenwhatwillbecomeofme?

Her:Babe?

Iminthebedroomchanging,andThando

comesandwrapsherarmsaroundme.

Me:Hmm?

Her:Whatswrong?

Ihuffhard.Idontwanttocomeacrossinsecure

andall.

Me:Babe,inallhonesty,Idontwantyoutowork.

Her:Why?

Iwasexpectinghertorantandravebutnoshe

holdshercomposure.



Me:BecauseIcangetyouyourheartsdesire.

Her:Soyouwantmetosithereanddiddlemy

thumbswhileyouslaveawaymeetingnew

clientsonthedaily?

Me:Youwontdwiddleyourthumbs.You'llhave

ahobby.

Her:Bythatyoumean,spendyourhardearned

money?

Me:Well...notexactly.

Her:No.Thisisnotaboutthat.Whatisthereal

concern

Me:Whatifyoufindayoungerguywhossexier

thanmethatwoosyouoffyourfeet?

Shelaughssohard.

Her:Soyoudonttrustme?

Me:What?No.

Shesturningthetablesnow.

Her:Youdontwantmetoworkbecauseyou



thinkImafterallthedicksofthisworld?How

childish.Really.

Shepushesoffmeandstormsoff.Damnyou

insecurities.

Irefusetoeatlunchinsilence,notlike

breakfast.

Me:Baby,Ididntmeanitlikethat.Imjealous

okay?

Shelooksatmefrowning.

Her:Ofwhat?

Me:Ofyou.

Shegiggles

Her:Why?

Me:Becauseyouresobeautifulandallthese

boyswillwantyou.

Shegigglessohard,infactshelaughs.



Her:Isthatit?

Inod.Imbeingsoseriousandshescrackingup.

Me:Whyyoulaughing?

Her:Baby,Imallyours.Bodyandsoulsodont

eventhinkaboutbeingjealous.

Me:Promise?

Shelaughsandsmoochesme.

Her:Promise.Andbesides,youdontseeanyof

myexscomingafteryou.Damn,baby,you'rea

killerinbed.

Ilaughsohard.YouseewhatImean?

Me:Idontknow,amI?

Sheshrugs

Her:Youokaywethu,yourstrokecouldsowith

somework.

Ha!

Me:Thesamestrokethatsgivenyoumultiple



orgasms?Thatone?

Shebitesherbottomlipandnods.Ilaughso

hard.BeforeIcanpounce,sheshiftsand

movesoffthecouchinaflash.Shesgigglingso

sweetly.

Me:Ohugezaubaleke?(yourunningnow?)

Her:No.

Isetmyplatedownandstand.

Me:So?Howharddoyouwantyour

punishmenttobe?

Her:ButIdontdeservetobepunished.Whatfor?

Shessmilingsobeautifullyitsaddictive.

Me:Fortellinglies.

Her:Whatlies?Isitlies?

Me:He?!Whatyoutryingtosay?

Shegiggles

Her:Isntitobvious?



ItrytograbherbutsherunsandIchaseafter

her.Shescreamingandlaughingthewholeway

andIcanthelpbutlaughtoo.Thislovewillhave

mecrazy.IveneverbeensohappythewayIam

nowandIloveit,especiallythefactthatitswith

mysoulmate.
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*3monthslater*

~Thando~

ItsnowMarchandworkisthegreatest.Iwork

atFNBofficesasaninternandIhaventmetmy

bossyet.Hesoverseasapparentlyandwillbe

backnextweek.Imnotreallylookingforwardto

itbecauseIllbehavingashoulderlookingover

meconstantly.Myfuck.Workissoawesome

these3monthsandImworkingmybuttoff.Ive

learntsomuchalready.

Melisizwe?Wow!Iveneverknownlovelikethis

before.Thewayhecaresformeandtakescare

ofme,isjustunbelievable.No,wedontlive



together.Irentintownandhestaysinthe

suburbs.No,hedoesnotpaymyrent,Ido.And

trustmewefoughtbutthenmovedonquickly.

NoImnotpregnantyet,Imstillontheinjection

sodontgetyourhopesup.ImisshimsomuchI

haventseenhimsinceFridayandtodays

Wednesday.Icriedsomuchlastnightwhenhe

called.Hesawayonbusinessandwantedme

togowithbutIcantandthatangersmeso

muchattimes.HessettocomebackFriday

dependingonhowthingsgobutImisshimso

much.Wedonthavetohavesexoreventalk,

justhispresencealoneisenoughforme.Its

crazy,butthatshowIfeel.

ItsalmosthometimeandImdreadingtogo

home.Illjustgetthereanddowhat?Eat?Sleep?

Thatsit.Itsthesameroutine,overandoverit

sickensme.ButIlovemyjobjusthategoingto

anemptyhome.MaybeIshouldtake

Melisizwesofferandmoveinwithhim,butthen



again,Idontwanttoco-habitwithhim.Callme

insane,butImscaredwe'llgetsickofeach

otherandlosetheinterest.Andbesides,even

whenweweremarried,wedidntevenlive

together.

Iwrapupatworkanddrivetomyapartment,

stoppingtogetsomejuiceandyoghurtonthe

way.Iparkmycarintheundergroundgarage

andmakemywayupwiththeelevator.Assoon

asitpingsonmyfloor,Isighheavilyandwalk

tomydoor.Withoutthinking,Iunlockthenstep

in.WhenIgoin,thefloorisscatteredwith

flowerpetalsandmymindimmediatelyrushes

tothetimeMelisizweproposedtoYonela.I

canthelpbutfeelinsanelyangry.Isobadly

wanttostormoutandgoelsewhere.Whatthe

fuck?IwalkinandfindMelisizweseatedonthe

couchwiththeslidingdooropen,lettingacool

summerbreezein.HesmilesandIjustglareat

him.WhyamIangrythough?Idontgetit.I

shakemyheadandsmile.



Me:Hibaby.

Him:Andthatlook?

Ishakemyhead,

Me:Justtired.Thisisanicesurprise.

Him:YoudontseemhappythatImhere.

Me:Iambaby.

Hegetsupandcomestokissme.Hislipsare

sodeliciousandjuicythatIfindmyselfopening

tohimlikealotusflowerblooming.

We'rehavingdinneranditsawfullyquietandI

dontlikeit.Whyarewebecomingcoldand

distantallofasudden?Igetupandgositon

hislapandkisshimalloverhisface.Hegiggles

Him:Andthen?

Me:Idontlikethis.Forpeoplewhohaventseen

eachotherfordays,we'redistant.

Him:Yeah,thatswhatIwasthinking.



Me:Imsorrybabyforactingallweird.Justthat,

whenIsawthepetalsonthefloor,Ithought

aboutthatnightyouproposedtoYonelaandI

gotangry.Imsorry.Idontknowwhythat

happensanditshouldnt.

Him:Willyoueverletthatgo?

Me:What?

Him:ThisobsessingovermypastwithYonela.

IthappenednoweveryromanticgestureIdo

willbescrutinizedandquestioned?

Whatisheonabout?Hepushesmeoffofhim

andstandstoleave.Hesaysnothingexcept

walkoutthedoor.Mywholebodyjusttenses

up.Whatwassupposedtobearomanticnight

hasjustturnedtoshit.Andwhy?Iapologised

andnowhesactingup?Mxm.Fuckthis

honestly!Istepintotheshowerandletthe

waterwashallmystressesaway,wellalmost.

Theseawfuldirtythoughtskeepcrawlinginto

mymindandasmuchasItrytopushthem



away,theycomeback.Imlayinginbed,just

thinkingaboutwhattranspiredbetween

MelisizweandIandIjustcanthelpbutcry.He

walkedoutonme.Anditsallmyfault.Maybe

himamdIarentmeanttobe.Maybewe're

forcingsomethingthatfatehasalreadydecided

against.Becausewhyisitthatwheneverwe're

happy,weendupfightingorturningtoshit?I

eventuallyfallasleepwiththesethoughts

swimminginmybrain.

TodaysFridayandMelisizwehasntcalledor

textedsinceWednesday.Itriedtocallbutitjust

rangunanswered,severaltimes.Hemuststill

bemadatme,soIvedecidedtogivehimtime

tocooloff.Myofficephonerings

Me:FNBauditing,ThandospeakinghowmayI

helpyou?

?:ABSAauditing,Quespeaking,atyourservice.

Igiggle



Me:Que!

Her:Baby!

Me:Whatareyoudoing?

Her:Callingyou.

Me:Youresuchanuisance.

QueandIarestillclose.OhIforgottomention,

shespregnant.ToldmetwoweeksbackandI

flewtoPEtoseeherandcongratulateherin

person.WetalkalmosteverydayherandI.Shes

mysisterfromanothermister,thatshowmuch

Iloveher.NextweekFriday,we'regraduating

andImsuperexcited.

Her:Iknow.Whatswrong?

Me:IthinkMelihatesme.

Inarratethewholestoryandatearescapesbut

Iquicklyswoopitupbeforeanyonenotices.

Her:Babe,whydoyoudothat?

Me:Queyouresupposedtobeonmyside.



Her:No.Imneutral.Imagineifthetableswere

turned,howwouldyouhandleit?

Me:Idontknow.

Her:Youdo.Nowstopbeingpettyandgoenjoy

yourman.AndwhenIcallMonday,Iexpectto

hearahappyyou.Clear?

Me:Yes

Her:Good.Nowgofuckyourmansenseless

causethatswhatIllbedoingthisweekend.Bye.

Shehangsup,leavingmedazedandsmiling.

Thisiswhyshesmybestestfriend.HerandErin.

TheytellmesomecutthroattruthsbutatleastI

knowitsfromagoodplace.Thedayfliesby

andbeforeIknowititshometime.Yay!Idrive

home.

IopenmygateandhearmytvsonandIknow

thatsMelisizwe.TearscometomyfaceandI

wipethematthedoorbuttheykeepcoming.

Mxmstupidtears,betrayingmewhenIneedto



bestrong.IgoovertotheloungewhereIfind

himseatedwatchingsports.Gosh.Mytears

havestopped.Good.

Me:Hey.

Heturnstomeandfrowns.Imguessingmy

eyeshavealreadygivenmeaway.

Him:Hi.

Iturnthewateroffandstepout.WhenIgetto

theroom,Meliisonthebed.

Him:Baby?

Ilookathimandsaynothing.Noresponse,no

emotion.

Him:ImsorryIoverreacted.

Me:Noyouwereright.AndImsorrytoo.Butit

wasntintentionalandIonlytoldyoubecauseI

feltbad.

Him:Nobaby,Ilikeitwhenyouopenuptome.



Soyouforgiveme?

Me:Onlyifyouforgiveme.

HenodsandIsmile.

Him:NowcanIgetmylongoverduekiss?

Iblushandgokisshim,itssodeliciousand

filledwithlove.HepullsmecloserandIendup

straddlinghimandkissinghimfordearlife.I

pullawayandheissohard.

Him:Iloveyoumorethanme.Ihateitwhenwe

donttalk,ithurtsme.

Me:Metoo.Youremyworldandmore.

Heflipsusoverandlaysontopofme.

Him:MayI?

Inodandhekissesme,whilehishandmakes

itswaytomynewlywaxedcrotch...

We'reatthedinnertable,sittingacrossfrom

eachotherandjustsmiling.



Me:Youknow...

Helooksatmeandbiteshisbottomlip

Me:Whenyouweregone,Iwasimaginingall

thethingsIddotoyou,whenyoucomeback...

Him:Isit?

Inod.Andgetupfromthetableandwalktohim.

Ibendandwhisperinhisear.

Him:Beinthebedroomin10andIllshowyou.

Withthatsaiditurnandwalkoff,notbeforehe

spanksmeandIyelp.AssoonasIgettothe

room,Irushtotheclosetandchangeintomy

littlenursescostumeandgetcuffs,Itonethe

lightsdown,lightsomecandlesandplugmy

phoneonhisspeakers.Tonight,Imgoingtolive

mywildestdreams.Hecomesinandwhistles.

Him:Baby...

Iputmyfingertohislipsandshakemyheadno.

Ipushhimonthebedandhandcuffhimtoit.

Onbothsides.Timetoplay.Ipressplayand



Beyonce-Rocketcomeson.Melisizweiswide

eyedasistartmovingandgrinding.Hes

grinningandlickinghislips,whileIslowlytake

offmyclothes.Imovetothebed,grabbing

scissorsalongthewayandsmileathim.The

fearinhiseyesisenoughtomakemelaughbut

Idont.Iremainincharacter.SlowlyIcuthis

jeansoff,makingsureImovefromhiswaist.I

canseeasmilecreepingonhisbeautiful,

beardedfaceasIcutthemoff.Thisispayback

forallthetimesherippedmypantiesoff.Im

justreturningthefavoursincethesearehis

favouritejeans.OnceImdoneIgetontopof

himandstartgrindingasDanceForYoubegins.

Imgrindingonhishardcockwithmylace

panties.Imrubbingmyself,moaningand

throwingmyheadback.Thebedstartsshaking,

Melisizwewantstobefreeandtouchme.

Him:Thando,baby,please.

Iunhookmybraandletmybreastsfree,and

startrubbingonmynipples,bitingmylips.



Him:Thandoyourekillingme.Please.

Ismile,lickhislipsandbitehisbottomlip.He

groansinmymouth.Itakeoffmypantiesand

Imsoakingwet.Iturnandslidehimin,reverse,

thenletmyhipsdothetalkingforus.Weboth

panting,screaming,moaningandgroaning.

Callingeachothersnamesanddeclaringour

love.Afterwhatseemslikealifetime,my

pleasurecomesdownonhimlikearainandhe

followsafter,hissingmynamelikeapoisonous

venomthathasinvadedhisbody.
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~Melisizwe~

Iwakeuptoawarm,fuzzygoodfeeling.Itslike

mynetherregionsarealltinglyandwarm.When

Ilookdown,IseeThandosmouthtastingmy

goodness.Yummy!

Me:Imgoingtocum...stop...

Shesrelentless.ToyingwithmelikeImher



favouritelollipop.Immoaninglikeabitchand

shesgentlymassagingmyballsandthatalone

isdrivingmecrazy.ImsocloseIcanfeelitand

ifshedoesntstop,Illbustinhermouth.

Me:Tha...

Icuminhermouthandshedoesntstop.

Swallowingandcleaningupmypleasurewith

hermouth.Shecomesupwithadevioussmile

onherface.

Her:Morningbaby.

Shekissesme,makingmetastemyselfonher

feathersoftlips.

Me:Hi.

Shesmilesandcuddlesme.Whatawaytostart

myday.

Her:Sleepwell?

Me:yeahandyou?

Her:No.



Me:Why?

Ilookatherconcerned.

Her:Youresnoringlikepig.

Igaspandshegiggleslikeasmallchild.Iget

ontopofherandtickleheruntilshesnorts.Ha!

Ienduplaughingsohardandsodoesshe.Who

knewshesnorts?

Afterasteamyshower,wehavebreakfastand

chillonthecouch.

Me:Baby?

Her:mmm?

Me:Doyoueverwantkidsagain?

Thequestioncomesoutunexpectadly.

Her:uhm....well...maybe.Why?Tryingtoknock

meup?

Me:Notintentionallyno.ButIdliketohavekids

withyou.Itwouldbegreat.



Her:Okay,whereisthisgoing?

Me:Itsjustaquestion,youknowafter

everythingwevebeenthrough,Iwantustotry

again.

Shesitsupandlooksmeintheeye.Tryingto

getareadofme

Her:wellyou'llhavetoremarryme.

Ilaugh.

Me:re-marry?

Her:Yes.Youwanttoknockmeupoutof

wedlock?

Me:uhm...

Eishthisisatrickquestion.

Me:No?Wellnotintentionally.

Her:Oh.Okay

Wechatsomemoreaboutrandomthingsuntil

shedozesoffandsleepsnexttome.Imustve

reallywornherofflastnight.Wewereallover



thebedroom.IwatchherasshesleepsandI

thinkaboutthepossibilitiesofaminimeand

her.Iprayourkidshaveherheartandeyes.

ThatsallIaskfor,nothingmore.Shehasreally

gottenundermyskinandIloveit.Shemakes

mehappy,excited,angryandfallinlovewith

herdaily.Sheknowswhichbuttonstopushand

whichnotto,when.Iveneverknownlovelike

thisinallmyrelationshipsandIllbedamnedto

fuckitupagain.Shestirsandopenshereyes.

Me:Hey.

Shestretchs,flexinghersexybodyonmeand

blinksacoupleoftimes

Her:Hi.Whatsthetime?

Icheckmywatch

Me:justafter2.Youhungry?

Her:Idontknowyet.You?

Inod.

Her:Whatyouwanttoeat?



Me:Letsgoout.

Her:Yousure?Idontmindcooking.

Me:Iwantusto.

Her:Okaythen,letmegogetdressed.

Me:Whatswrongwithwhatyourewearingnow?

Sheswearingjeansandatop.Shelooks

amazing.

Her:Noitsnotcute.

Wesittingattherestuaranthavinglunchand

talkingaboutlifeandshesaskingmeabout

highschool.Peoplearegivingusdirtylooks

andstares.IsitbecauseIlookolder,especially

withmybeard,orwhat?Argwhogivesadamn

anyway?

Her:Ithinkweshouldgo.Peoplearelooking.

Me:So?Letthem.Peoplewillalwayslookand

remark.Andeveniftheydo,itsnotaboutwhat



theysayandcallyou,itsaboutwhatyouanswer

to.Rememberthatokay?

ShenodandIleaninforakiss.JustwhenI

thinkshe'llleavemehanging,sheleansinand

pecksme.

Me:Iloveyouokay?

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

Onthewayhome,Icontemplateontellingher

thatIwontmakeittohergraduation.Imgoing

toChicagoforaweekandahalfifallgoeswell

businesswise.Ijusthopeshewontbetoo

disappointed.

Me:Babe?

Her:Mm?

Me:Iwontbeabletocometoyourgraduation

butIpromisetomakeituptoyou.

Shejustlooksatmeandsaysokayandnothing

more.Wegettoherflatandshegetsoutand

walksup.Iknowshesmad.



Wegoinandshegoestotheroomandcharges

herphoneandgoestothekitchen.Imfollowing

behindherlikealostpuppyandshesnotsaying

anything.

Me:Saysomething.

Her:Likewhat?

Me:Anything,please.

Her:Idonthaveanythingtosay.

Me:IgetyouremadandyoushouldbutIwill

makeituptoyou.

Her:Imnotmadandyoudonthavetomakeit

uptome.

Me:Thenwhatareyou?Whatdoyoumeanyou

dontwantmetomakeituptoyou?

Her:Imnotanything.Youhavebusinessto

attendtothenfine.Go.Idontwanttomakeit

uptomebecausenoamountofgiftsor

presentswillevermakeupforit.



Shetakesoutsomeworkingtoolsandeggsand

milk.

Me:Canyoustop?Imtalkingtoyou.

Her:AndImlistening.Idonthavetolookatyou

totalk.

Me:Thandoman!

Imshouting.Shesmakingmeangry.Shestops

whatshesdoingandputsherhandonherhips.

Her:Bhuti?

Hereyesshownoemotionandlooksatme.

Me:Canyoujusthearmeout?

Her:ButIdidnje.Whatmoredoyouwant?

Me:Tolisten.

Her:Okaythen,talk.Shesitsonthehighchairs

andlooksatme.

FucknowIvelostmyflippentrainofthought.

Mxm



Me:Soyounotmad?

Her:No.

Me:Butyouractionsdontsuggestso.

Her:Njani(how)?

Me:Wellforstartersyoujuststormedoutofthe

car.

Her:Ididntstormout,Iwalkedout.

Shessocoolabouteverythingthatitpissesme

off.WhyamIevengettingangry?Istandand

attackherwithakiss.Ineedtofeelthatwe're

okayandthatshesreallynotmad.She

reciprocatesandevenmoansalittleinmy

mouth.Shepullsawayandlooksatme,with

laughterinhereyes.

Her:Andthen?

Me:CantIkissmygirlfriend?

Her:oooo!Girlfriend?Sofancy!

Icanthelpbutsmileandshesmilesback,well



morelikeblushes.

Me:Soyourenotmad?

Her:No.Reallybaby,Iunderstandandtheresno

needtomakeituptome.Yougoingawayon

businesssoitsfine.

Icanthelpbutadmireher.Shesagemto

behold.

Me:Thankyou.

Her:SocanIgobacktowhatIwasdoing?

Me:whatwereyoudoinganyway?

ShestandsandIspankherbum

Her:aah!Babe!

Shesaysthatsosexythough.Damn!Ibitemy

bottomlip.

~Thando~

BythetimeImdone,thekitchenisamessand



Imcoveredinchocolatesauceandflour.Never

againwillIbakewithMelisizwe.

Him:Whendoweaddtheweed?

Igasp

Me:Whatweed?

Him:Tothebrownies?

Alaughterescapesmylips.Whatdoesheknow

aboutweed?Imlaughingsohardeventearsare

forminginmyeyes.Hesdeadstilljustlooking

atme.

Me:Nobabe.Noweed,justchocolatebrownies.

Anywaywhatdoyouknowaboutweed?

Him:Heehaibo?

Me:Yousmokedweedbefore?

Him:Yeah.Inhighschool.

Me:Yhu?Andthatwasin19-when?

Helaughs



Him:Whatyoutryingtosay?

Me:Nothing.

Iendupgigglingtryingtomovefromhim.He

takesoffhisshirtandmovesclosertome.Hes

magnificentandIjustwanttorunmytongue

alonghischocolatebrownskinandhaveataste

ofitagain.

Him:Stopoglingmybody.

Me:Stopbeingsodamnsexy.

Hesmiles,morelikeblushing.

Him:YouthinkImsexy?

Hesstandinginfrontofme,smiling

Me:Yeah

Heblushes.

Me:Andthisisthepartyousaythankyou?

Him:Thankyou...butwhenIcomplimentyou,

youneversaythankyou.



Ismile,embarrassed.

Me:Ido.

Him:Youdont.Why?

HessocutewhenhesmilesIjustcantstop

smilingtoo.

Me:Idontknow.

Him:Youdontknow?

Me:Idont.ButIlllearntosayit.

Him:good.Nowgivedaddyakiss.

Me:Euw!Daddy?Megaturnoff.

Heburstsoutlaughing.

Him:Okay,giveyourmanasmooch.

Igiggleandreachuponmytoesandkisshim.I

pullawaywhenhegrabsmybumandliftsme

up.

Me:a.awehavetoclean.

Hesighs,pecksmeandputsmedown.



Mondaymorning,Imsmilinglikeanidiotat

work,althoughImsadmybabyloveisnothere.

HesoverseasandIwishIcouldvegonewith

him.Icriedyesterdaywhenheleftandheeven

shedatearortwoattheairport.Theweekend

wasmagical,filledwithlove,laughterand

obviouslysex.IdontknosbutthewayMeli

holdsmeisenoughtolastmealifetime.Thats

whatIlovemostabouthim.Hisheartthatnow

belongstome.

Imslavingaway,goingtomakecopieswhenI

bumpsomeone.

Me:Sorry.

Isaywhilstwalkingaway.Apparentlytheboss

iscominginandImrunningaroundlikea

headlesschicken.Idontknowwhybecauseall

theworkIvebeenassignedtohasbeendone

anhouragoandImnowjusthelpingSavanna,

mysecondaryboss,withhers.AfterImdone,I



gobackandshecallsmetoheroffice.Iget

thereandstand.

Her:MrJonasisinandwouldliketoseeyou.

Me:DidIdosomethingwrong?I...

Her:Nohewantstomeetyou.Nowstop

panickingandgo.

ShesmilesatmeandIsmileback,thengoto

hisoffice.

Iknockonhisdoorandhetellsmetoenter.I

openandgoin.Hesseatedandlookingathis

computer.Istandbyhistableandwaitforhim

tofinish.Sucharudeass,doesntevennotice

myfuckenexistance.MaybeIshouldleave

becauseobviouslyImdisturbing.Afterawhile,

heturnstome

Him:ThandokaziNqumbo?

Me:Yessir?

Him:ThembelihleJonas.ButImMrJonasto

you,always.



Me:Yessir.Pleasedtomeetyou.

Hehasalightcomplexion,themostbeautiful

hazeleyesunderthickspectaclesanddimples

whenhespeaks.HiseyesremindmeofSim.

Woah,holdupwait,didhejustsayhes

ThembelihleJonas?CouldhebeSimthandile's

father?

[10/30,11:56]Wadz:HeresalittleImsorry...
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~Thando~

"Dismissed".

Iturnandwalkaway.Icanfeelhiseyesboreat

thebackofmyhead,probablycheckingmeout.

Imsittingatmydeskpounderingthisnew

foundinforoaminginmyheadanddecideto

callMam'Naledi.Justasitrings,hecomesout

ofhisofficeandIdropthecall.Hewalks



towardsmeandstandsnexttome,notsayinga

word.Iturntohim

Me:Yessir?

Him:Itslunchtime

Uh...amIsupposedtoanswer?CauseIm

stunnedIhavenowords.

Him:Letmetreatyou.

Me:RocoMamas?

Hesmiles,wow.

Him:Yes.

Ismilebackandwewalkout.Severalpeople

arelookingatuswithshockandsomeareeven

whisperingtoeachother.Okay?Why?Itsnot

evenlikeweholdinghands.

WegettoRocoMamasandorder.

Him:SotellmeaboutThando?CanIcallyou

Thando?

Me:YesSir.Whatdoyouwanttoknow?



Him:Anythingyourewillingtoshare.

Me:Uhm..okay..im21almost22,Ima

financialauditorintraining,nokids,nopets.

Andyeahthatsaboutit.Oh,yes,Ivebeen

meaningtoask,mayIpleasehaveFridayoff?

Him:Why?

Me:Imgraduating.

Him:Oh.Where?

Me:AtNMU

Him:Ohokay.Uhm...canIcome?

Imabittakenabackbyhisquestion.Hesmy

bossso...

Me:Yes,ifyouwant.

Him:Good.Anyboyfriend?

Me:No.

Ohmyfuck!WhydidIsayno?Shit.Butke,who

canhonestlybefreeinfrontoftheirbossand

sayyestheyhaveaboyfriend?Hayishame,Im



tooshy.

Him:Oh.

Me:Andyou?

Him:No,noboyfriend.Neverhadone

Igiggle

Me:Soyourestillavirgin?

Helaughs.Wow.Hissmile,thosedimples,

thoselips .Damn.

Woah!DidIjustcheckoutmyboss'lips?

Him:No.Immoreintowomanthanmen.

TheresjustsomethingaboutawomanthatI

cantresist

Me:Oh,soaplayer?

Hesmiles

Him:Notreally.

Ismileandlookdown.

Me:Anykids?



Thequestionblurtsoutofmymouth.

Him:Uhm...notthatIknowof.

Isaynothing.IneedtogethisDNAsomehow.

Hisnapkinwontbeenough.Ineedhissaliva.

We'rebackfromlunchandImworkinginmy

cubicle.IfinishanhourearlyandgotoStephs

office.

Her:Hey

Me:Hi,isthereanythingelseIcandoforyou?

Her:uhm,no.GoaskMrJonas.

Ialmostpeemyself.Idontknowwhybuthe

scaresmesomuch.Butanyway,Igoknockat

hisdoorandhetellsmetoopen.Iopenthe

doorandgoin.Helooksupatme

Me:Uhm..Sir,doyou...uh...have...uhm,any

otherworkforme?

Him:Likehelpmewithsomething?



Me:Uhm...Isuppose...

Him:Notatthismomentno.Butuh.,

Hesearchesaroundandgetsupandgoesto

hiscabinetthenturnstome.Hehandsme

somepapers

Him:Dontdothatplease

Me:DowhatSir?

Him:Biteyourbottomlip.

Ilookaway,tryingnotosmile.Itakehispapers

andwalkout.Whatdidhemeanbythat?Imake

thenecessarycopiesandwalkbacktohis

office.Ontheway,somechickblocksmyway,

Her:Ifyouknowwhatsgoodforyou,you'llstay

awayfromThembelihle.

Me:Orwhat?

Shechuckles

Her:Hesadangerousman.Watchyourselfgirl.

Withthatsaid,shepassesby,bumpingmy



shoulderasshedoes.Whatthefuckisgoingon

here?Iknockathisdoorandstepin.Hes

pacingandstopswhenheseesme.Igoinand

givehimhispapers.HecarriesonpacingandI

putthepapersathisdesk.WhenIturn,hislips

areonmineandhishandonmywaist.Hislips

aresowarmandsoft,thatIcanthelpbutkiss

himback.Hetastesofpeppermintandwine.Is

hedrinkingonthejob?Afterawhilehepullsoff

Him:Imsorry,thatshouldnthavehappened.It

wonthappenagain.

Iblinkacoupleoftimesandwalkaway.Woah!

~Melisizwe~

TheweekhasflownbyquicklyandImonmy

waytoPE.ImgoingtosurpriseThandoforher

graduation.Wewrappedthingsupquicklyinthe

statesandeverythingwentsuperbly.Imso

anxiousIcantwaittogetthereandseeThando

inhergownlookingallsortsofbeautiful.Iget



toNMUandsecurityletsmethrough.Heee!

Justlikethat?IbettergetThandooutofhere

fastbeforeanybadshithappens.Igettothe

hallandsitattheback,withQondikhaya.I

watchasthestudentsstandtogocollecttheir

degrees.FinallyThandogetscalledandshe

standsandgofetchesherpaper.Imsmilinglike

amadmanatthebackrestrainingmyselffrom

makingacompletefoolofmyself.

Imoutsideseepingthroughacrowdof

graduatesandtheirparentslookingforThando.

IspotDavidandThandiswaandgotothem.I

findthemstandingwithThandoansomefucker

whossmilinglikeanidiotatmywoman.Hee!

Hesholdingherwaistandthey'retakingaphoto.

Whatthefuckisthis?Iclearmythroatand

Thandoalmostjumpswhensheseesme.She

walksoutofthemansembraceandtowards

me.

Me:Heybaby.



Her:Hi.

Igiveherabearhug,liftingherupandspinning

heraroundintheprocess.Shesquealsinmy

earasIspinheraround.

Me:Surprisebaby!Congratulations..

Thandointroducesmetothefucker.Hesher

bossbutthewayhesoglingherbody,makes

mybloodboil.Afterthegraduation,weallgo

eatoutandthebossleaves.Queissocutewith

herhugebellyandSaneleisglowingwith

happiness.Ireallyamhappyforthemandtheir

soontobebundleofjoy.Atthetable,Thando

seemsdistracted.Farawayfromeveryone.She

occassionallylaughsandsmilesandthatsit.

Shekeepsstealingglancesmywayandshys

awayeverytimeItrytokissher.Whats

happeninghere?

Iminmyhotelroomhavingaglasdofwhiskey

whentheresaknockatthedoor,Iopenandfind



mybeautifulgirlfriendstandingtherewithtears

inhereyes.

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:CanIcomein?

Istandasideandshewalksin.AssoonasI

closethedoor,shethrowsherarmsaroundme

andweepsinmyarms.Throughhertears,she

triestospeak

Her:Promise...promise...youwont..everleave?

Me:Whatshappened?

Sheloseshershitandhitsmehardonmychest.

Me:Fine,Ipromise.

Her:Sayitlikeyoumeanit.

Me:Imeanit,Iwonteverleave.

Her:Iloveyou.

Me:Iknow.Iloveyoumore.

Shereachesupandpullsmyfacetohersand



kissesme.Inmyhead,amillionthingsare

runningthroughmymind.

~Thando~

Theguiltiseatingmeup.Truthis,myboosand

Ididmorethankissing.Nosex,wellpenetration

thatis.Hetookmetomufftowninhisofficeon

Thursdayafterwork.AndthatswhenIstopped

itall,IcantdothistoMelisizweafterallwe've

beenthrough.Hesbeensogoodtomeand

eventhoughhehashisfaults,hedoesnt

deservethisfromme.Helovesmesomuch

andIseethatnow,hemakestimeformeinhis

busyscheduleandwhenhesnotaway,he

comestoseemeeverydayjusttosay

goodnight.AndthismancouldbeSimsfather.

HowcanIcontinuewiththis.

Meli:Baby?

Me:Hmm?



Him:Sleepmylove.

Me:Icant.

Isaywhilesnugglinginclosertohim,slidingmy

handinhispants.Ijustholdmypenis.Yes

MINE!Hemoans

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething..

Icantholditanymore,Icantlivewiththisguilt

inmyheartanymore.MytearsfallandIsitup.

Me:Whenyouweregone,somethinghappened?

Hesitsup

Him:What?

Me:I...I...

Fuck!Icantdothis,Imoveandstraddlehimso

Icanbeclosertohim.Hereachesoverand

switchesonthelampIguesssohecanseeme

better.Thisissohard.Theconcernand

curiosityinhiseyeshurtsmeevenmore.

Him:Talktomebaba.



Me:Ikissedhim.

Him:Who?

Me:Myboss.

Hegoesquietandlooksdown.

Him:Thatsit?

ShouldI?ShouldntI?

Me:Andhemuffedme.

AssoonasIsaythat,hepushesmeoffhimand

Ifallonthebed.Hegetsup,grabshiskeys,

phoneandwalletthenleaves,bangingthedoor

behindhim.

WhathaveIdone?

[10/30,11:56]Wadz:£52

~Thando~

IdontknowwhenIfellasleepbutIwaswoken

upbyMelisizwegettingintobedsmellinglike

alcoholandperfume.Hegetsinandpullsme

intohisarms,wrappinghisbodyaroundmine.



Atleasthesshowingmeaffectioneveninhis

drunkenstate.Ieventuallyfallasleepagain.

Iwakeupaloneinbed.Sigh.WhenIsitup,I

almostgetafright,Melisizweissittingonthe

chairoppositethebed,withaglassofwhiskey.

Me:Isntitalittleearlytodrink?

Hesaysnothingexceptgulpshisdrink.

Him:Somewhereintheworld,itstheperfect

timetodrink.

Inod.Imtooafraidtospeak.

Him:Whydyoudoit?

Me:Idontknow.

Him:Youdontknow?

Me:Idont.ButImsorryIdid.Itwasntsupposed

tohappen

Him:Butitdid.Youletanothermantastewhat

ismine.

Ihangmyheadinshame.Imfilledwithremorse



tosayanything.

Him:Didhemakeyoucum?

Whatthefuck?HowdoIanswersuch?

Him:Thando,ndiyathetha(Imtalkingtoyou).

Idontreply.Icantreply.

Him:THANDO!

HesmashestheglassonthefloorandIstart

crying.

Him:Dontyoufuckencry.Wipethosecrocodile

tearsandanswermyFUCKINGQUESTION!

Heslividwithanger.IveneverseenMelisizwe

likethisbeforebutImadamentinmysilence.I

wipemytearsandshakemyheadno.

Him:Soyoudidntcum?

Ishakemyheadno.

Him:Openyourmouthandanswerme.

Me:No.



Hestandsandwalksout.

Imathome,pacingupanddown.Itriedcalling

Melibutitgoesstraighttovoicemail.DidIlie

aboutnotcumming?NoIdidnt.Ididntcum.I

stoppedhimbeforeitcouldgetfurtherthanthe

moans.Whenhewaspleasuringme,allIcould

thinkaboutwasmymanandthatswhenI

pushedhimoffmeandwalkedout.He

apologisedseveraltimesbeggingmenotto

sendhimtoHR.IwontbecauseImmuchto

blamesoishe.Imanagedtogetsomeofhis

DNAandsentittothelabwithTat'Sizwe.So

nowImjustwaitingtoheartheresults.

"THANDO!"

Me:Coming!

Igodownstairstothekitchenandfindmy

parentsseatedthere.

Mama:Baby?Whatswrong?



Me:Nothing.

ShegivesmealoookandDavidleaves,kissing

myforeheadashepasses.

Ma:Thando,whathappened?Youvebeenso

distantsinceyousawMelisizwe.Didyouguys

fight?

Me:I...

Tearsfallonmyalreadytaintedcheeks

Ma:Thandoyourescaringme.Pleasebaby.

Me:Icheatedonhim

Shegaspsandshakesherhead.

Me:AndItoldhim.Nowhedoesntwanttotalk

tomeatall.Imustdisgusthimsomuch.

Her:Nobabydontsaythat.Haveyoutried

callinghim?

Inod.

Me;Buthedoesntpickup.



Mama(Thandiswa)holdsmeinherarmsand

rocksmetillIcalmdown.Justthen,Blessing

andAmorcomein.Blessingissocuteand

growingolder.Shesalmost1andhasthemost

adorableeyes.They'readarkershadeofgreen

onherlightcaramelskin.Sheliftsherarmsup

andItakeher.

Her:Tado!

Me:Baby!

Ikissheralloverhergorgeousfaceandshe

giggles

Amor:Me,Thando!

AmorissuchahandsomelittlefellaItendto

getlostinhisbeautifulblueeyes.Helooksso

muchlikeDaviditsscary.

Me:Hiangelface.

Hegigglesandcomesinforahug.

Him:WatwongTado?(WhatswrongThando)?



Me:Nothingbaby.

Him:Whyyoucly?(whyareyoucrying)

Me:Imhappy.Ipassed.

Hegigglesandrunsoff.Davidcomesinand

catcheshim.Itssuchasweetsight.David

comesinwithAmorinhisarmsandahuge

envelope.

Him:Openit.

Iopenanditsadoptionpapers.Whoarethey

adopting?

Me:Areyouguysadoptingababy?

Theylaugh.

Mama:Yes.

Me:Oh.

David:Readon.

IreadonandIfreeze.

Me:Me?Youreadoptingme?



TheybothnodandIscream...

ItsMondayandImbackatwork.ImissMelilike

crazyandoddlyenough,itsnotawkward

betweenmeandmyboss.Weworkinghustfine

andallthatshappenediswaterunderthe

bridge.HeapologisedagainandImcoolwith

him.

Man:MissThandokaziNqumbo?

Me:Yesthatsme.

Hehandsmesomeflowersandchocolatesand

tellsmetosign.Iwondetwherethisisfrom.I

searchthroughtheflowersandtheresanote.It

reads:

"ImissyoulikecrazybutIneedsometimeto

cooloff.Iloveyoutothemoonandbackand

donteverdoubtthat.

MelisizweMvelase"

IcanfeelmytearspricklingmyeyesbutIhold



thembackbecauseIminanofficearea.

?:Flowersalready?Wowyoumustvereally

fuckedhimgood.

Iturnandfindthatsamegirl,withherarms

foldedandgivingmeattitude.

Me:Bitchwhatsyourproblem?Spititout?What?

YouwantMrJonas?Goaheadandleaveme

thefuckalone.

Sheclickshertongueandwalksoff.Shaking

herratherlargebehindatme,mxmbasicfool.

Jonas:Thando,office,NoW!

Igetupandwalktohisoffice.Fuckenhell.

Istepinandlookathim.

Him:Whatsgoingon?

Me:Tellyourwomentostaythefuckawayfrom

me.Imnotintoyou,pleasetellhertostayinher

lanebeforeIlosemycool.

Withthatsaid,Iturnandgobacktomycubicle.



ImsofuckenmadIcouldscreambutIkeepmy

headdownandfinishmywork.WhenIlookup,

itswaypasthometimearound7pm.Ihaveto

puttheworkinhisoffice,Istandandwalkto

hisoffice.WhenIopenthedoor,Ifind

StephaniebentoverandJonasfuckingher

frombehind

Me:Oh...sorry.

Iturnshutthedoorandleavethepapersand

documentsinStephaniesoffice.Thengohome.

Thenextday,Idreadgoingtowork.Butnever

theless,Igoinandheadformydesk.

StephaniecallsmetoherofficeandIreally

dontwanttogo.Butshedoesntbackdown,she

callsmethroughtheofficephone.Istandup,

fixmyskirtandwalktoheroffice,Iknockand

goin.

Me:YesMa'am?



Her:Aboutyesterday,whatyousaw...

Me:WhatdidIsee?

Shelooksatmeconfused.

Her:YouknowinMrJonas'office

Me:Idontknowwhatyoutalkingaboutma'am.

Ididntseeanything.

Iwinkatherandshesmiles

Her:HaveIevertoldyouhowmuchIlikeyou?

Iblush.

Me:No.

Shelaughs

Her:WellIdo.

Me:Metoo.Isthereanythingelseyoudlikefor

metodo?

ShehandsmeashitloadofworkandIsmile

Me:Illgetonit.

TheweekfliesbyandbeforeIknowit,itsFriday.



Imsoexcitedfortheweekend.Imgoingto

cleanmyapartmentandjustchillwithwine.I

cantwaittogetoutofhere.

ThedaygoesbyandbeforeIknowititshome

time.AssoonasIstepoutofthebuilding,my

phonerings.ItsTat'Sizwe.

Me:Ta?

Him:Pleasecomesleephere.

Me:Okaytata.

Igettomyapartmentandpackanovernight

bag.Theresaknockonmydoor,whenIopen,

itsMelisizwe.Ahugegrinexplodesacrossmy

faceandIsqueal.Hesmilestooandattacks

mewithahugebearhugandhespinsme

around.

Him:Hibaby.

Me:Hello.



Hekissesmesosoftly.Mycheeksbecomewet,

itsnotmytears.

Him:Imsorryforlettingmyegogetthebetter

ofme.Butpromisemethatyou'llneverhurtme

likethatagain.Neverletanymannearmy

castle.Thatsminealone.AsIamyoursalone.

Inodwithahugegrinonmyface.

Him:Souyaphi?(whereto)

Me:Kokwenu(yourhome).

Him:CanIdriveyou?

Inod.Imoutofpetrolanyway.

Thedrivehesholdingmyhandandkissingme.

Him:Icantlivewithoutyou,myweekwashorrid.

Me:Minetoo.ImissedyousomuchIwas

goinginsaneespeciallywhenyoudidntanswer

yourphone

Him:Imsorry.Ijustwasntintherightspace

andmind.IwasscaredofwhatImightdowhen



Isawyou.ButthenIrealisedthat,aseachday

passed,Iwasmissingyousomuchandtoday

wasthelaststraw.

Me:Well,forwhatitsworth,Ivelearntmy

lessonandwillneverdoitagain.Youremy

lifeline,withoutyouIdie.

Hesmilessohard

Him:Really?

Inod.JustthenheplaySamSmith-Lifesupport.

Hesingsalong,kissingmyhandashesings.Im

practicallybeaming.Mycheeksarehurting

fromsmiling.Wegettohishouseandgoin.

Hesholdingmywaist,kissingmebehindmyear

andwhisperingsweetnothingsinthem.Im

gigglingandsoishe.We'relikelovestruck

teens.MamaandTataaresittingonthecouch

holdinghands.Lookingsodistraught.

Me:Baby,Imcomingnhe?

Him:NoImcomingtoo.



Hetakesmyhandandweexchangegreetings

withtheparentsandsitdown.

Tata:Wellthednatestshavereturnedandwe

wantyoutoopentheenvelope.

Inodandtaketheenvelopeinfrontofthem.Im

scaredbutIhavetobestrongforallofus.I

opentheenvelopeandpeakinside.Itakethe

papersoutandgasp...

[10/30,11:56]Wadz:Sorryitsshort...

£53

~Thando~

Ilookatthepapersanditrevealsthatheisnot

herfatherbuttheyarerelated.Whatdoesthis

mean?

Tata:Ithinintombam(whatdoesitsaymygirl)?

TheyarelookingatmeandIholdMelisizwes

hand.Iinterlinkitwithmineandbrushitwith



mythumb.

Me:Uhm...well...hesnotherfatherbuttheyare

relatedthough.

TheylookatmeconfusedandIhandthe

papersovertoTat'Sizweandhereadsthem.

Hisbrowcreasesandheshakeshishead.

Him:Iguesstheresonlyonethinglefttodo.

Mama:What?

Tata:Thando,you'llhavetoaskhim.

MyeyeswidenandMelisizwesgriptightens

aroundmyhand.Ouch!

Me:Uhm...how?

Tata:Idontknowyet...letsdiscussthis

tomorrow.

Inod,myhandpainingunderMelisizwesgrip.

Mamastandskissesmycheekandgoes

upstairswithTata.Midwaythroughthestairs,

tatacallsMelisizwe.Hepecksmylipsand



finallyletsgoofmyhand.Iletmyhandfreeand

flexmyfingers.Whatwasthatfor?

~Melisizwe~

Iminmyparentsroomseatedonthecouch

oppositetheirbed.

Me:Ta?

Tata:SoyouandThando?

Me:Whataboutus?

Mama:Dontbreakherheartanymorebaby...

shesthebestthingthatshappenedtousina

longtime.Promisemethatyou'llstopfooling

aroundandjustcommittoher?

Me:Wheresthiscomingfrom?

Mama:WellIjustseehowyouvechangedand

howhappyyouare.Youreevenglowing.

Ismile,ratherawkwardlyImightadd.Whereis

allofthisgoing?



Tata:Soallinall,youbreakthegirlsheart,I

breakyourdick.

Haibo!Whereisallofthiscomingfrom?What

exactlydidIdohere?

Mama:Youveputthegirlthroughalot.Ifyou

goingtoplayher,thenIsuggestyouleaveher

now,tonightsoshecanmoveon.Youtookher

innocence,madeherawife,brokeherheart,

watchedherloseyourbabiesandmadeher

loveyou.Ifyounotbackwithhertostay,then

leaveherforgood.

Iswallowedandnodded.

Tata:Youcangonow.Butrememberourwords.

UmdalangokuMelisizwe(Youreoldenough

now).Uleqai40(Almost40).Playtimeislong

over.Dismissed.

WiththatsaidIstandandwalkout.Whatwas

thatabout?IstheresomethingtheyknowIdont?

WhatdidIdotomakethemtalklikethis?Igo

downstairsandfindThandosittinginthe



kitchenonthephone.

Her:Willyou?

...

Her:Thanksbabe.Yourethebest.Iloveyou.

KissthelittleoneformeandtellherIcantwait

tomeether.

....

Her:Haha.Bye.

Shehangsupandsighs.Igobehindherand

wrapmyarmsaroundhersmallframe.

Me:Whatswrong?

Her:CanInottalkaboutitnow?Idontwantto

cryanymore.

Me:Okay.Noproblem.Soyouhungry?

Her:Starving.Butitslatenje.

Me:Comeletsgoout.Weneedtotalk.

Her:Ohthatsneveragoodsign.Atleastyou'll



dumpme,whileImfull.

Ilaughoutloud.

Me:Mxmletsgo.

Shestandsandwalksaround.Igrabherbum.

Shesquealsandgiggles.

We'reattherestuaranthavingdinneroversome

airyconversationandlaughing.Justenjoying

eachotherscompany.

Her:Sowhatdidyouwanttotalkabout?

Me:Baby,youknowIloveyouandwoulddo

anythingforyou,evenjumpinfrontofamoving

trainforyou?

Her:Okay..but?

Me:Butnothing.Iwasjustwondering...wanting

toknowyourviews...orhowyoudfeel...you

donthavetoanswerrightaway...

Her:Justgettothepoint.



Someonesratheragitatedtoday.

Me:Wouldyoupleasemoveinwithme?

Iholdmybreath

Her:CanIthinkaboutit?

Me:Yeahsure...likeIsaid,youdonthaveto.

Shesmilesandkissesthecornerofmylip.

Me:Iwanttomakesweetandtenderloveto

you.

Her:Whatareyouwaitingfor?

Ismile

Her:AfterIvehaddessert,youwantsome.

Me:Imlookingatmydessert.

Ismirkandlickmylips.Shestickshertongue

outatmeandblushes.

Her:Babe.

Me:Hmm?

Her:Whotaughtyouhowtofuck?



Ilaughoutloud,makingseveralpeoplelookat

uswithdisapprovementontheirfaces.ButI

dontcare.

Me:Haibo?Whydoyouask?

Her:Causeyouredamngoodatwhatyoudo.

Iminstitches.Thando!

Me:Thankyou.Anditsfromexperience.

Hersmilefades.Shit.

Me:Iusedtobewildinhighschoolandvarsity.

Her:Youwereaplayer?

Me:Ipreferladiesman.

Shelaughs

Her:Ha!Imsureyoudo.

HerdessertcomesandIhaveabitefromher.

ShelikesfeedingmeandsodoI.

Me:IcantbelieveIm12yearsolderthanyou.

Her:Yhuuu!Oupa!



Ilaugh.

Me:ThatsnotwhatyousaywhenImlayingit

down.

Shelaughs

Her:ItsbecauseIdontwanttosquanderyour

efforts.

Haha!Didshecallmysexgamewack?Hee

whatisshedoingtomeandwhyamIletting

her.

Me:Youlikeinsultingmenhe?

Shegiggles.

Her:Haike!Notevenmyoldman.

MxmhowdoIeventakeherseriouslywhen

sheslikethis?

~Thando~

Mybodyisyearningformorewhilemycoochie

oozeswithpleasure.Melisizweisbetweenmy



legs,gentlygrazingonmycoochiewhilehis

fingersmaketheirwayinandoutofme.Im

moaningandgaspingforair.Buthedoesnt

stopjustthere.Hemakeshiswayuptomyface

whileseparatingmylegswiderwithhis.He

gentlyinsertshisratherlargepenisinme,I

swearitsgrownbiggerbecauseIcanfeelmy

nunubudpainfullystretching.

Him:Whospussyisthis?

Hesayswhileheslowlyslidesout.Imin

anotherworld,mylegsaroundhiswaistandmy

waistmovinginsyncwithhis.Hestops

Him:Answerme.

Me:Its...aaah...yours.

Him:Again.

Hesayswhileheslamsinme,thenslowly

slidesout,movinghishipsinacircularmotion.

Hisheadburiedinmyneck,kissingandsucking

me.Fuck...



Me:Itsyours.

Thebastardsmiles

Him:Whosbaby?

Me:MelisizweMvelase.

Hechucklesandcontinueswithhusheavenly

torture.Thewayhesdoingmeistoogoodtobe

true.

Him:Nowshowmethatsitsmine.

HeflipsusoverandImontop.Thankfuck.I

startmovinghardandfast,Icanfeelhimhitmy

belly.Usingmyhands,Ispreadmyasscheeks

andridehimfordearlife.Myclimaxcomes

rainingdownonhimandthebedandheshoots

insideme.Wow!Ifalldownonhischest.

Him:Imnotdone.Iwantyoulimpingtomorrow.

Yho!Whatfreshhellisthis?

[10/30,11:56]Wadz:Tomakeupforlastnight.

Willpostagaintonight.
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~Melisizwe~

MybodyfeelssogoodwhenIwakeupinthe

morningbesideasleepingThando.Heralarm

goesoffandshegroans.

Me:Wakeupbaby..

Isaywhilekissingherneckandgentlybitingher

ear.

Her:No...

Shesaysthatsosexy,itmakesFredstand.

Mmm...maybesomemorninggoodnessto

wakethebothofusupandstartourdayoffon

agoodnote.

Her:No.Nosex.Ha.ayouoverworkedmethis

weekend.

Isulk

Me:Haibobaby?Notevenaquickie?



Her:No.Moveontopofme.

Irolloverandshegetsuptogoshower.When

sheentersthebathroom,shelocksand

switchesonthewater.Heee,isshemadatme?

Igetupandmakethebedthensitandwaitfor

hertofinish.Shedoesandcomesout.She

walkspastmebutIgrabherarm.

Me:Andthen?

Her:Huh?

Me:Theattitude?

Sherollshereyesandpullsherarmfromme

andgoestoherwardrobe.WhatdidIdonow?

Intheshower,ImtryingtofigureoutwhatIdid.

IsitcauseIinitiatedsex?Mxmhowfucken

stupid.Imgettingpissednow.Istepoutofthe

showerandbrushmyteethwithhertoothbrush.

InthebedroomImgettingdressedandshes

nowhereinsight.Igotothekitchenandshes

stillnotthere.Didshejustleave?Notevena



goodbye?Argwhatawaytostartmyfucken

day.

~Thando~

Imatworkfeelingnauseousasfuck.WhenI

wenttothebathroomIstartedmyperiod.

Hencethemoodswings.Fuck.Imsohungry

causeIleftthehousewithoutfood.Why?For

somereasonMelisizwessmellmakesmesick.

Idontknowwhybutthemeersightofhim

pissesmeoffandtobehonest,thatsaddens

me.Ireallydontknowwhatshappening.Maybe

itsmyperiod.

Steph:Whatswrong?Whyyoucrying?

Iwipemytearsandshakemyhead.

Me:NothingImfine.Arethosedocumentsfor

me?

Shelooksatmewithsuchpityandhandsme

thefiles.Itakethemandstartworking.My



tummyisgrowlingbutIcantgogetfood.Let

mecallmyman.

Him:MvelaseConstruction,MelisizweSpeaking?

Me:Hibaby.

Him:Hi.

Me:Haibowhyyousocoldtowardsme?

Istartcrying.Likereallycrying.

Me:Itsokaynevermind.Bye.

Idropthecall.WhatdidIdotohim?Yhomaybe

hestiredofmeanddoesntwantmeanymore?

Jonas:Thando?Areyouokay?

Me:Imfine.

Him:Noyourenot.Yourecrying.

Irollmyeyes.

Me:Illbefine.

Him:Yousure?Icanalwayssendyouhome.

Me:Noneed.Illbeokay.



Iworkthroughoutmydayandfinishup.Ive

beennauseoustheentiredayandcryingtoo.

Afterwhatseemslikeforever,Ieventuallyget

home.Istartcooking,goshowertheneatinfrint

ofthetv.Melisizwehasntcalledmeortexted

methewholeday.Idecidetocallhim

Him:Hey

Thetearsstartagain.ImcryingsomuchIcant

eventalk.

Him:Whatswrong?Imcomingover

Me:Nodont.YourethereasonImcrying.

Him:WhatdidIdo?

Icryevenmore.Clearlyhedoesntcareabout

meorwhyelsewouldheaskmesuchastupid

question.

Me:Youvebeenignoringmethewholedayand

nowyouwanttoaskmethat?Mxm.Gotohell.

Idropthephoneandcrysomemore.



Immustvefallenasleepcryingbecausemy

alarmgoesoff.Fuckitsmorning.Igetup,make

thebedandgetreadyforwork.Myheadisso

heavyandImfeelingsoslack.Myphonerings

anditsQue.

Me:Hibabe.

Her:Heyangelcakes.Openup?

Me:Huh?

Her:Openthefuckingdoor.

Iscreamandruntogoopen.Idoandshe

standstherelookingabiutreadytopop.

Me:Hiangel.Hibaby.

Ihugherandkissherbigbelly.

Que:Yhu!CantIgivebirthalready?

Me:awshamebabe.Itwillgetbetter.Sowhat

bringsyouhere?

Her:Icametoyourrescuesilly.Comeletsgo



sowecansortoutThembelihleonceandforall.

Thenmybabycancomefetchmeandtakeme

home.

Ilaughandgototheroomwhileshedoes

whateverinthekitchen.Iwearjeans,heelsand

ablousewithadiamondnecklaceandearrings.

Itakemyhandbagwithanavyblazerandwalk

out.

Her:Shu!Mama...lookingsodamnsexy.

Me:Imnowherenearyou.

Sheswearinganavydressthathugsherbody

graciouslyandflipflops.Herhairislooseunlike

minewhichisinabun.

Her:Whatswrong?Youreyesaresopuffy.

Me:Melisizwe!

Isayrollingmyeyes.

Her:Whatdidhedo?

Thedooropensandhestepsinlookingtoo



goodinanavysuitwithbrownshoesandtie.

Him:Heybaby.

IrollmyeyesandIfeellikethrowingup.Yeer

hisstench.Whatthefuck?

Me:Hi.Letsgowena.BeforeImlatetowork.

Excuseme.

Isaywhilepassinghim.Ialmostfuckenthrow

up.Queburstsoutlaughing.Iwonderwhatthe

fucksheslaughingat

*2monthslater*

~Melisizwe~

Itsbeentwomonthsandthingshavenot

changedbetweenThandoandI.Everytimeshe

seesmeitslikeshewantstovomitbutstill

wantsustobeintimate.Imsoconfusedasto

whatshappening.Itriedtalkingtomamaand

shesaidshesuspectsThandospregnantand

shouldaskher.Damn!HowdoIgoonaboutit



withoutupsettingher.Imalreadyinthedogbin

forsomethingbutIdontknowwhat.

~Thando~

Soturnsout,SimsfatherisinAustriathanksto

Que.Letmetakeyoubacktothedaywe

investigated:

QueandIwalkedintoMrJonas'officeandIlet

Quedothetalking.

Her:MrJonas,QaqambaJubase.

Him:Pleasedtomeetyou.

Her:Likewise.ImawomanofbusinesssoIll

getrighttoit.Somyfriendhere,managedto

obtainsomeofyourDNAforsometesting..

Him:Woahwoahwoah,whatsthisabout?

Quesighsandrollshereyes

Her:Ifyouletmefinish,youdknow.Andno,its

gotnothingtodowithyoutwoalmosthaving



sex.SotheresthislittlegirlnamedSimthandile,

whosfatherhappenstobeThembelihleJonas.

Anditsnotyoubutwhatbafflesusisthatyou

aresomehowrelatedtoher.

MrJonassitstheredumbfoundedlookingat

Quelikeshesondrugs.

Him:What?

Quehuffsandrollshereyes.

Her:Doyouhaveabrotherthatwasoncewith

LihleNqumbo?

Hegasps

Him:YoureLihle'ssister?

Inod.

Him:Imsorryforyourloss

Inodwhilewipingtearsaway.WhyamIcrying?

Arghowirritating.

Que:So?

Hesighs



Him:MybrotherThembaisawayonbusinessin

AustriaandwillonlybebackinJuly.Youcantry

him.

Inodandthankhimforhistimeandleave.My

heartisinpiecesasIcallTat'Sizwetellinghim

thenews.AftermycallMrJonasgivesmethe

dayoffandIleavetospendtimewithQue,

digestingthenews.

Imatthedoctorsofficetodayanditskakcold.

JuneintheCapeiscoldshame,itsevenraining

today.ImhereatthedrbecauseImfeeling

unwell,ivebeenvomitingsincethismorning

andIpassedoutinthebathroom,soSteph

broughtmehere.Imwaitingonmyresultsnow.

Him:So,looksasthoughyourepregnant.12

weeks.

Igonumb.Stephscreamsandhugsmetight.I

canthelpbutcry!Notagain.Iletoutabitter

wail,acrythatcutsdeeptomysouland



exposesmypain.Theresasharppaininmy

chest,myvisionisblurringandmyhead

throbbing.Thedarknesscomescreepinginand

consumesme,bodyandmind.
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~Melisizwe~

Imspeedinglikeamadmantothehospital.I

wasjustcalledbythehospital,apparentlyshes

listedmeasheremergencycontact.How

sweetofher.Ieventuallyarriveandruninside

tothereceptionareaandaskforher.They

directmetothematernityward.Maternity?Why

maternity?Irunthereandtheresheishooked

onmachinesandthereare3heartbeats.Woah!

Noway!Sheslayingtherecryingandthedris

begginghertocalmdown.Irushovertoher

andholdher.

Dr:ThankGoodnessyou'vearrived.

Me:Whatshappened?



Dr:Shejustwokeupnow.Shehadaheart

attackduetostress.Missyoumustcalmdown.

Thandonodsonmychest.Irubherbackgently

andkissherforehead.

Dr:Butthegoodnewsisthatthetwinsare

stable.

Ilookathimdumbfounded.Twins?What?My

faceignitesintoamassivesmileacrossmy

face.Imhavingtwins.Icanalmostjumpoutof

myskin.Ithankthedrandhecongratulatesme

thenleaves.

Her:Dont.Please.

Me:Dontwhat?

Her:Getexcitedandthankme.Please.

Me:Whatswrong?Babyarentyouexcited?

Shelooksatmewithtearstainedeyes.

Her:ReallyMelisizwe?Ivealreadylost2ofour

kids.HowcanIbeexcited?



Me:Babypleasedontdothistoyourself.Please.

Imhereforyouwhateverhappens.Pleasemy

love.

Isaykissingherforehead.Tearsfalldownmy

cheeksasIthinkofallthatwe'vebeendeprived

of.ImnotamanofprayerbutIpraythatthese

twomakeitthrough.

Me:Babywe'llbefine.We'llmakeitthrough.

Thekidswillbefine.

Her:How?Howsureareyouofthis?

Me:ImnotbutIhavefaith.Inyou,inus.Okay?

Letmeworryandyoushouldenjoyour

pregnancy.Okay?Imbeggingyou

Shenodsandkissesmesodeeply.Shepulls

awayandlooksmeintheeyeswhilelickingher

lips.

Her:Imsorry.

Me:For?

Her:treatingyoulikeshitoverthepastfew



months.

Me:Itsokay.ButdoIstillsmelltoyou?

Sheshakesherheadno.

Her:No.Notanymore.

ShegigglesandsodoI.Imsoelatedwiththese

newsIcouldscream.

~Thando~

ImstillinthehospitalwithMelisizwehovering

overme.Hesbeensosuppotiveeversincehe

foundout,likeanhourago.Hescalled

Thandiswaonmybehalfandtoldherthe

goodnewsashecallsthem

Me:Dontcallanyoneelse.Pleasebaby.Ive

disappointedeveryonealready,letsjust

surprisethemwiththebabiesokay?

Hesighs

Him:Momsnotgoingtobehappy.



Me:Please.Iwontbeabletohandleeveryone

hoveringallovermeandfussing.Pleasemy

angel.Mybabydaddy.Myvirginbreaker.

Heburstsoutlaughingandkissesmewhile

laughing.

Him:Okay.Needanything?

Me:Uhm...food.Ihaventeatentoday.

ThedrwalksinandtellsmeIcangohomebutI

needtocomebackonMondaysinceitsFriday

formorescansandwhatnot.Inodandhe

leavesafterMelisizwessignedthedischarge

papers.

Me:Youlooksogoodbaby.

Heblushesandhelpsmegetdressed.While

hesbusyhelping,myclitisthrobbingforhim.

Imwet,dripping.Ineedhimnow.Ineedtofeel

himinsideme.Helooksatmewiththose

beautifulhazeleyesofhis.

Him:What?



Ibitemylipandclosemylegs.

Me:Ineedyouinsideofme.WellafterIeat

food.

Helaughs.

Him:Letsgo.

Me:Canyoupiggybackme?

Helaughsandturnsandbends.Ismackhis

bumandheyelps

Him:Ha.ake!Yazbo?(yousee)

IlaughandheturnsagainandIclimbon.Wego

outofthehospitalwithpeoplegivingusseveral

staresandsomeevengiggling.

Icumandfallonthebed.YhoImtired.

Me:IknowIsaidIwashungryforyou,but

damn.Givemykittysomerest.

Helaughsandslidesoutofme.



Him:Isthatyourwayofsayingyousatisfied?

Me:Fornow,yes.

Helaughs

Him:Eyyougoingtokillme.Imanoupakaloku.

Ilaughandrolloversohecanlaybesideme.

Me:Iguessyou'llneedtostockuponthepill

Webothlaughandhelayshishandonmybelly.

Him:Imsoexcitedbaby.Thankyou.

Me:Nothankyou..anyway,whatwouldyoulike?

Girlsorboys?

Him:Doesntmatter.Longasthey'rehealthyand

looklikeyou.

Igiggle

Me:Me?Whyme?

Him:Causethenthey'llbebeautifulwithgood

heartsandsmart.

Me:Haibo!Butyourebeautifultooandsmart?



Him:No.Notlikeyou.

Me:Ncaw.Thankyou.Butifitsboys,Ihope

theygrowtohaveyourvoice.Itssexyand

authoratative.

Helaughswiththatdeeplaughofhis.

Him:Ohyouandmyvoice.Isthatallyoulike

fromme?Mypenisandmyvoice?

Igiggle

Me:No.

Hesitsupandlooksatme,deepintheeye.

Him:Whydoyoulikemethen?

Me:well,because...eish...babyyouputtingme

onthespot.

Isayhidingmyfaceonhischest.Hechuckles.

Me:Lookawayke.

Hegigglesandhedoes.

Me:okay,



Iclosemyeyesandlayonhischest.

Me:Ilovehowyousmilewhensomething

warmsyourheart,howyoureyessparklewhen

youhappy,howsoftyourbeardiswhenyoutrail

kissesallovermybody,howyoucaressmy

bodyandholditasifitsfragile,howmuchyou

showyourloveandcaretowardsme,howyou

fightforsomethingyouwanteveniftheworld

isagainstit,howgoodafatheryouaretolittle

Ahlumile,howsexyyougroanwhenInibble

yourearinthemorning,Ilovethewayyour

bodyfeelsonmine,Iloveyourlaughitsdeep

andittoucheseverypartofmysoulbutmostly,

Iloveyouforallyouareandwilleverbe.

~Melisizwe~

ThenextmorningImsohappyIdontknow

whattodowithmyself.Imlayingbeside

Thandowhossoftlysnoringonmychest.I

tightenmygriparoundherbodyandinhaleher



intoxingsmell.Fredisupandreadyforaction.

IfonlymybeautifullovecanwakeupsoIcan

loveherharderthanbefore.Thewayshe

proclaimedherlovetomelastnightmakesme

grinlikeafool.AndhereIwasdoubtingherlove

forme.Imstartingtofeelbadfordoubtingher.

IshouldreallyletgooftheJonasincident

becauseIvedonewayworsetoher.

Her:Baby...

Me:Mmm?

Her:Ineedtopee.

Oh.HerandIareentangledsoIneedtomove

mylegsandarms,Idoandshewalkstothe

bathroom,buttnaked.Yhoisitmeordidher

bumgetbigger?Sheflushesandcomesout.

Her:Wanajoinme?

Ismileandgotothebathroomwithher.

Wespendthedaymakinglazyloveandeating

allsortsifjunk.Wellshedoes.Icantit'llmess



upmyeatingschedule.Imbackatthegymand

Ineedtokeepfitandhealthyatalltimes.

Her:YouknowthefirsttimeImetyou..

ShegigglesandIcanthelpbutsmile.

Me:What?

Her:Ithoughttomyself,Ibethetasteslike

chocolate.

Ilaugh.Whothinksofsuch?

Me:And?DoI?

Shegigglesandnods.Haibo?Icanthelpbut

laughwithher.Iloveitwhenshesinagood

mood.Justthenshestops,looksatmewith

wideeyesandrunstothebathroom.Ifollow

behindherandshesbentoverthetoilet.Aaaw!

Mypoorbaby.

Me:Ohnanawam

Shegivesmeadeathstareandgoesoverto

thesinktobrushherteeth.Imjuststandingat



thedoorlookingather,shesglowing.How

beautiful.

MyphoneringsasImabouttodriftoffandits

mama

Me:Hello?

Her:Cometothehospital.Suzisabouttogive

birth.

Thenshehangsup.Thandosphoneringstoo.

Her:Hello?

....

Her:Now?Whereareyou?

....

Her:OkayImcoming.

Shehangsup.

Me:Suzi?

Sheshakesherheadno.



Her:Qamba.Ineedtobethere.

Me:YourenotdrivingtoPE.

Her:No.SheshereintheCape.GotoSuzi.She

reallyneedsyouthere.Illcomeinthemorning.

Webothgetupandgetchanged.Werush

downstairsandIgiveheralongkissbeforeI

leave.

Me:Iloveyoutoomuch.Drivecarefullyokay?

Her:Youtoobaby.Iwill.Iloveyoutoo.

Shekissesmeagainandwegetinourseparate

carsanddriveoff.

Igettothehospitalandfindmyfamilythere.

Waiting.

Me:Hey.

Theylookatmeandgreet.

Langa:WheresThando?

Me:Shesatanotherhospital.Herfriendsalso

givingbirth..



HenodsandItakeoutmyphoneandcallher.

Her:Mylove.

Me:Hey,youthereyet?

Her:Iam.Imturninginand...

IhearascreechandThandoscreaming.Then

thelinegoesdead.
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~Thando~

"MOTHERFUCKER"isallIcansayinthis

situation.Yho.Howrecklesscanpeoplebe.Nx.

Sothismancomesspeeding,thelightturnsred

andhescreecheshiscartoahalt,crashinginto

thecarnexttomine.Talkaboutrecklessdriving.

Itsnotbadbutitwillcausetraffic.Fuck!Icall

anambulanceonmywaytothehospital.Iget

thereandIgivedetailsoftheaccident.Assoon

asIenteethehospitalIaskforQambaandIm

takentothematernityward.Igetthereand

sheseatingice.Hehake!



Me:Hey...

Her:Hi.Whatswrong?

Me:Almostinanaccident.

Her:Youokay?...aaaaah...Saneleeeee!

Hecomesoutofthebathroomandgoesover

toher.

Him:Hi

Me:MoloBhuti.Imfinebabe.Justalittle

spooked.Whatsupwithyou?

Her:Contractions.TheysaidImonly4cm.

Yhootshomythisshitispainful.

Me:Imsorrybooboo.

Isaykissingheralloverherfaceandhugging

her,makinghergiggle,muchtoSaneles

surprisewhosfrowningatme.

Him:Thando,yourpants.

Ilookatmyself.OhGodIpeedmyself.How

humiliating.Tearsjustflow.



Sanele:No,Ididntmeanitlikethat.

Helookssoguilty

Que:YouresoinsensitiveSanele.Shewas

almostinanaccident.BabeImsorry,callMeli.

Inodandwalkout.AnddialMeli

Him:Thando!Babywhereareyou?Areyouokay?

Whyarentyouansweringyourphone?Im

almostonmyway,whathospital?

Igiggle.

Me:BabyImfine.Illexplainwhenyoucome

over.Butuhm,Meli

Him:Mntwam?

OhhowIblushwhenhesaysthat.

Me:Pleasebringmepantsandfreshunderwear.

HowsSuzi?

Him:BythetimeIgotthere,she'dalreadygiven

birth.Isawthebabyandtoldheraboutearlier.

Myfamissoworriedaboutyou.ButIllcallthem



whenIgettoyoufirst.Imsogladyoucalled,Im

startingtolosemymind.

Me:Imsorrymybaby.Bringfoodwithyouas

well,Imhungry.Pleasehurry.

Imgettingsoemotional.Itellhimthehospital

andhangup.QuescreamsagainandIgo

rushingin.

Her:Baby...ooow!...nomore....please....San....

ShelookspainedandissqueazingSanelefor

dearlife.

IminMelisizwesarmsandhiskissingmefor

dearlife.Whenhepullsawaywe'reboth

breathlessandIgiggle

Me:Someonemissedme.

Him:Iloveyousomuch,donteverdieonme.

Ilaugh,hessoserious.

Me:Illtry.Didyoubringthepants?



Hehandsmethepantsandunderwear,brand

new.Theylookliketheseareformen

Me:Wheredidyougetthese?

Him:Alwaysinmycar.

Me:Why?

Hesmiles

Him:Illtellyousomeothertime.

IgointoQuesbathroom,shesnappingonthe

bedwithSanele,guessthecontractionshave

dieddownabit.Igetin,usehertoiletriesand

change.Ifindcalcuimandpregnancypillsinher

bag.Itakethecalcuimandwalkout.

Him:HowsQue?

Me:Nappingthebabyisnthereyet.

Him:Oh!

Helayshishandonmybellyandhandsme

food.Itsmellssoyummy.

Me:Smellsdivine.



Hesmilesatmeandpecksmylipsrepeatedly.

Helookssosad.Iguesshesmorefrightened

thanIthoughthe'dbe.Ishouldlethimbe.He

takeshisphoneoutandhecallshisfamily

tellingthemImfineandIllseethemtomorrow.I

kisshimashetalksandhechucklesandsmiles.

Muchbetter.IseenursesrunningintoQues

room.Iguessitstime.

Me:Wanacome?

HeshakeshisheadnoandIgoin.

Aftermuchpushingandcrying,theresasoftcry.

Itsagirl.Iminlovewithher.Theytakeherand

putheronhermomschest.

Que:Thando,willyou?

IlookatthemandSanelehandsmethe

scissors.Iblushandcuttheambilicalcord.Aw!

Myfriendthough.Imgigglinglikecrazyandhug

themboth.



Me:Youtwoaresosneaky.Congratsthough.

Que:Thankyou.HopefullyIllbehereforyour

time.Whichissoon.

Igiggle

Me:Itwill.

Her:Youknow?

Me:Whatdoyoumean?

Her:Ivebeensuspectingeversincethatday

andIdidntwanttobringitupincaseIwas

wrong.

Ismileandnod.Shegiggles,webothdo.

Me:Ha.aitsyourday.Wecelebratingyourbaby.

Ourbaby.

Sanelecomesbackholdingher,whendidhego?

Helookssocutewithhisbaby.ItakeQues

cameraandcapturethemtogether.

Me:Name?

Sanele:Thandolwethu



Ismile.

Me:BabyThando.Beautifullikeheraunt.

SanelelaughsandsodoesQue.Hehandsthe

babyovertoQue,thenursecomesinand

showsherhowtobreastfeed.BabyTlatches

onquicklyandIjustwatchinaweasshe

suckleshermother.Queflinches.

Me:Sore?

ShenodsandIkissherforehead.Theresa

flashandwhenIlookup,Melisizweissmiling

nexttoSanele.Theyfistbumpandhug.Aw!

Him:Congratsnewmommy.

Quegiggles.BabyTfallsasleepandIkissher

forehead.ThenursecomesinandQueasksher

totakeapicofusaltogether.Melicomesand

standsbehindme,snakinghisarmaroundmy

waistandwesmileforthecamera.

~Melisizwe~



Imbeyondexhausted.Whataturnofeventsits

been.ItsearlySundaymorningandImdrained.

ThestressoflosingThandohasgotmeina

sombermood.Weinthekitchenhaving

breakfastmadebyyourstruelly.

Her:Mybaby?

Shecomesandstandsbetweenmylegs.

Me:Hmm?

Her:Imokay.Stopworryingplease?

Me:Illtry.Butnopromises.

Her:ThatsallIask.Comeletsgo.Wehavetwo

babiestogift.

Inodandstand.ShegrabsmybumandIjump.

Shelaughssohard.

Me:Haibo!Whatsupwithyouandmybum?

Her:WhatsupwithyouandMYbum?

Me:Noyoudonthaveabum.YougotAssbabe.

Fordays.



Shelaughsandwalksaway.

Weinthebedroom,we'regettingdressedand

Imcravingforherbody.

Me:Thando?

Her:Hmm?

Shesayswhilefacingtheotherway.

Me:Ndicelundiphe(CanIpleasehave).

Sheturnstome,confusionwrittenalloverher

face.

Her:Intoni(what)?

Me:Impundu(someass).

Shelaughssohard.Ienduplaughingtoo.But

Imdamnhornyforher.

Her:Andifuni(Idontwantto).

Me:Ndiyakcelatorho(Imbeggingyou).

Shelooksatmeandbitesherbottomlip.

Her:Zoyithatha(comegetit).



Noneedtosaymore,becauseweallknow

whatsgoingdown.

We'reatthehospitalwithSuzi.Thandohas

broughtSuziagoodiebasket,withallsortsof

babygoodsandmommystuff.Itsblueforaboy.

Suzi:Heyheyhey!

Thando:Babyface.Aaaawhessocute.He

lookssomuchlikeyou.Beautiful.

Suzi:Nhe?Ivebeentellingthem..

Theboyfriendwalksin.Iwanttopunchhimso

hard,howcouldhe?Suzismileswhenshesees

himandIwalkout.Thandofollowsafteralittle

while.

Her:Andthen?

Me:Justdontlikehim

Her:Why?

Me:Hegotherpregnant.Outofwedlock.He



didntevenpayfordamages

Shelaughs

Her:Somehypocriteyouare.

Ilookather,shocked.

Her:HereIam,knockedupandyoudidnteven

payformydamages.Atleasthestherethrough

itall.Sogivethepoorkidabreakbeforehe

leavesSuzibecauseofyourshit.Youandyour

brothersmakemesick.Howlongareyougoing

tomakeSuzisuffer?Cantyoubehappyforher?

Letherbehappyforonce?Watchherblossom

underAlex'slove?Honestly.Noneofyouare

perfectbutaresoharshonpoorSuzi.Fuckman.

Youdontknowhowmuchshecriedthroughout

thispregnancy,askingwhyyoudontloveher

enoughtobehappyforher?Seriously!

Withthatsaidshestormsoff.Leavingme

shocked.Iturnandmybrothersarealso

standingthere,justasshockedasIam.Okay.



Them:Whatsthatabout?

Me:AlexandSuzi.

We'reinSuzisroomtalkingtoher.

Langa:Suzi,mntase.

Shelooksathim

Him:Imsorryforeverything.Thepainandthe

stressweputyouandAlexthrough.Weonly

givehimahardtimebecausewedontwanthim

breakingyourheart.Wejustwanthimtobethe

bestforyouandlittleDave.

Her:Butheisthebest.Hereallycaresforme

andDavidandalwaystherewhenweneedhim.

Andifyouguysdontopenuptohim,he'llsoon

runawayfromus.Socanyoualljuststop?

Wenod.ImsittingherponderingwhatThando

said.Tatawalksinnomamaandaskstoseeus.

Wegooutandstandaround.



Him:SoiletaifikilekaSuzi(Aletterforsuzihas

arrived).

Langa:He?AlexwantstomarrySuzi?

Dadnods.Hee!Wow.

KamvadropsmeoffatThandosflatandIgoup.

Iopenthedoorandgoin.AssoonasIenter,

shejumpsonme,takingmebysurprise.ButI

quicklyrecoverandcatchher.

Her:Imsorrybabe.IdidntmeanwhatIsaid.

Me:Youwereright.

Her:Still.Idisrespectedyouandyourfamilyand

Imsorry.

Shekissesmesogreedily.Pullingmybody

closertohersandliftingthehemofmyshirt.I

pullaway.

Her:Please,Ineedyounow.Feel

Shetakesmyhandandputsituphershortskirt,



shesnitwearinganyunderwearandhernookie

iswet,dripping.

Me:Forme?

Shenodsandtakesmypantsoff.

Her:Pleasedontbegentle.Makemescream

foryou.

Ismirkandslipmyfingersinsideofher.She

archesherbackandmoans...
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~Melisizwe~

ItsearlyMondaymorninganditsrainingcats

anddogs.Imintheshowerpreparingtogoto

workandThandossleeping.Shesbeenbooked

offuntilWednesdaybecauseshehastogoto

thedrandmightbehospitalised.Impetrified

forherandmykids.Speakingofkids,Ihavent

seenmydaughterinaweek.Illgoseeherthis

afternoon.Istepoutandgotothebedroomand

getdressed.



Her:Morningbaby.

Iturnandfindhersmilingatme

Me:Hihun.

Shegoestothebathroomquicklyancomesout

asImtuckinginmyshirt.Shemovescloserand

kissesme.Herhandmakingitswaydowninto

mypantsandgrabbingFred.

Ipullawayandlightlypushher.

Me:Icantbaby,Imlate.

Her:Pleasebaby.Justaquickone.

Ikissher

Me:AftermymeetingIpromise.

Tearswellupinhereyes.

Her:PleaseBhutiIneedtofeelyou.EvenifI

dontcum.Justfeelyourwarmth.

Tearsfalldownherbeautifulface.Ohyhini

bethunaumntwam!Iunzipmypantsandshe

giggleswithdelight.Shemustreallywantit,for



hertocryandgetexcitedforFred.AssoonasI

pullmypantsdown,shegoesonherkneesand

putsmeinherwarmmouth.Fuck...

IhavemissedcallsfromJohnmyassistant.

Me:John?

Him:Sir,themeetinghasbeenpostponedto10

hereattheoffice.

Me:Imonmyway.

IgetupanduntanglemyselffromThando.After

Imdressed,Igentlyshakeher.

Me:Baby...

Her:Hmm?

Me:Whattimesistheappointment?

Her:12

Me:Okay.Illmeetyoutherenhe?

Her:Okay.



Me:Iloveyou

Her:mmm..

Shessoundasleep.Ikisshercheekandleave.

ThemeetingisadragandbeforeIknowit,its

almost12

Me:Gentleman,Illhavetocatchupwithyou

later.Ihavesomewheretobe.Johnwill

rescheduleyouandwe'llpickupwhereweleft

off.

Ishaketheirhandsandwalkout.Imkindof

rushingtothegnaesofficestomeetupwith

Thando.Igetthereandwalktothereceptionist

andaskforher.Apparentlyshesalreadyin.

Fuck.Istepinandshesseatedwiththedr.

Him:MrMvelase.

ThandojustlooksatmeandmouthsanIm

sorry.Mxm

Wemovetothebedandscanfirmykids.As

soonasIseethemmyangermeltsawayandis



replacedbyjoy.Thedrisfrowningandmoving

thescanthingaround.Hegaspsandshakeshis

head.

Him:Uhm...MissNqumbo,areyouonmedical

aid?

Sheshakesherheadno.

Me:Isthereaproblem?

Henods.

Him:Look,thetwinsaresharingthesame

wombandambilicalcord.Itsveryrareanditis

ahugehealthriskforbothmotherandfetii.

Thandogaspsandtightenshergriparoundmy

hand.MyheartsinksandItrymylevelbestto

actstrong.

~Thando~

MaybeImnotdestinedtohavechildren.Ifits

notmelosingthem,itscomplications.MaybeI



shouldgivethemupandmoveonwithmylife

withoutkidsorMelisizwebymyside.We're

backhomeandImjustcurledupinbed,trying

mybestnottocrybecauseitwillupsetthe

babiesmore.Melisizweisnothere,hesgone

somewhereandImallalone.Ifeelsolonelyand

cold.ItakemyphoneandplayBuyelaKumby

AmandaBlack.Thetearsjustflowfrommy

eyesasIthinkaboutmylifeandlovewith

Melisizwe.ThesamethoughtsastheonesI

hadwhenIwasmarriedtohimkeepcoming

backtomind,willhebeherewhenineedhim

most?BecauseImvulnerablerightnowand

whereishe?Didhereallylovemeorwashe

infatuatedwithme?Ifeelhisarmsnakearound

mybodyandpullmetohim

Him:We'llbefine.Imherethewholeway.

Me:Wherewereyou?

Him:Justwenttotakecareofsomethings.But

Imherenow.



Ijustsighandremovehishandfrommineand

getup.WhenIlookaround,therearecandleslit

inthebedroomandsomesoftmusicplaying.

Me:Whatsthis?

Him:Somerelaxationformywifey.

Imshocked.Awed.Baffelled.Butmostly,happy.

MelisizweisrubbingmyfeetandImusttellyou

itssoheavenly.Ivebeenlettingsoftmoans

escapemylipsbecauseofthepleasurehes

givingme.Thishasgottobethebestfoot

massageinworldhistory.

Him:Babystop.

Me:Butitssogood.

Him:ButyougivingFredsomeexcitement.

IopenmyeyesandIfindhimhardasstone.

Damn.Mymouthjustdroolsatthesightofit.I

getupandstraddlehim.Imalreadywetfrom



theshowerearlierandthepleasurefromthe

footmassagealsocontributed.Imnakedand

soishe,soitwontbeahassle.Islowlyslide

himin.

Me:Oh...wow...baby...

Islowlyslideup.Whatthefuck?Itslikehis

penishasgrowninwidth.Itsalittlepainful.

Him:Andnow?

Hiseyesarebloodshotredandtheveinsonhis

foreheadarepoppingout.Yhosomeoneis

hungryforme.

Me:Youvegrownlargeryho.

Hechucklesandplaceshisfingersonmy

nunubud.Hemoanswhenhefeelsme

Him:Itssoswollenandjuicy.Damn.

Heliftsmywaistandslideshimselfinme.Its

sosorebutIllendurethepainforhim.Irise

againandslowlycomedownonhim.Okay,Im

gettingthehangofthis.Imovefasterand



faster,pantingandgroaningashemoanson

myneck.ThissendsmeovertheedgeandI

loudlycomeonhimandflexmyhipsashe

followsafter.

~Melisizwe~

*3monthslater*

Sigh.WheredoIbegin?Thispregnancyhasgot

mebytheballs.ThandoisforeverhornybutIve

gotthestaminatokeepupsoImnot

complaining.ButImscaredforherandmykids

asshesconstantlyinandoutofhospital.Its

quitescary.Thandoevenhadtoquitatwork

becauseofthetwins.Wedontknowthegender.

Thandowantsittobeasurprise.Shesalways

atmyhouse.Yepwemovedintogetherandits

sobliss.Todaywe'regoingtothecourthouse.

Wegettinglegallymarriedagain,thenwe'llhave

theceremonylater.

Thando:Yho!Itssohot.Dowehavetogotoday?



Me:Pleasebaby.It'llbequick.

Shegruntsandputsonawhitedress.Itsknee-

lengthandflowy.

Her:Baby?

Me:Hmm?

Her:Willyoupleasetiemyshoes?

Ismileandbendoverandtiehershoes.Idont

knowwhysheswearinghighheels.But

nonethelessshelooksradiant,magnificent.

Shesquitesmallforapregnantwoman.I

wonderwhatmomwillsaywhensheseesher.

Andtoansweryourquestion,nowestillhavent

toldmyfamily.We'vebeenduckinganddiving.

Ahlumile?Sigh.YonelatookherwithtoLondon.

IwassobrokenwhentheyleftbutIskypeher

everydayandsodoesThando.Shecalls

Thando,Lovely.Itssocute.

Thando:Baby?Hello?

Ismileandturnmyattentiontoher



Me:Hmm?

Her:Letsgoin.Wherewereyounow?

Me:Thinkingaboutwhatweareabouttodo.

Judge:Bythepowervestedinmybythecourt

oflaw,Ipronounceyouhusbandandwife.You

maykissyourbride.

Ipullherinandgiveherahellofasmooch.She

gigglesandpullsaway.Shesosneaky,she

boughtmeaniceblackandsilverbandandI

boughtheraemeraldstonewithasilverband.

Ithasmyinitialsenscribedinthemjustlike

minehashers.Itsverybeautiful.

Athome,Iknockonthedoorandopen.Momis

singinginthekitchenandsoisdad.Theyare

veryharmonoustogether,Imustadmit.

Me:Hellohello?

Theybothturnandmomscreamsforjoywhen

sheseesThando.



Her:Kanyisa!Awusemhle.

Shegivesherahugehuganddadshakesmy

hand.

Mama:Yhubethuna!

Thandogigglesasmomrubsherbelly.

Mama:Howfaralongareyou?Comehavea

seatletmepamperyou.

Thandogiggles

Her:Imsixmonthsalong.

Mama:Yhuuyoutwoaresosneaky.Whywere

youhidingfromme?DidIdosomethingwrong?

Thandoshakesherheadandcries.

Her:Iwantedtobeatleastinmy3rdtrimester

beforeItoldanyone.Ididntwanttodisappoint

youagain.

MamawipeshertearsandThandos.She

shakesherheadandsqueezeshand,butthen

noticestheringandkeepsquiet.



Her:Youguysgothitched?

Inodsmiling.

Thando:Butitsjustsothekidscanbein

Melisizwesname.Buttheweddingwe'llplan

together.

MamasmilesandcriesonThandosshoulder.

Theywalkofftotheroomchatting.

Me:wherearethegirls?

Tata:SuziandAlex's.

Me:Oh.Theylivingtogethernow?

Tatanodsandshrugs.Sigh.

Weseatedatthedinnertableandeveryoneis

here.Seemsasthoughthingsaretense

betweentheladies.Iwonder.

Siphenathi:Youlooksobeautiful.

Thandojustlooksatherandjustnods.Yep,

definatelytension.



Olwethu:WhatswrongThando?

Thandojustshakesherheadandlaughs,

sarcastically.

Thando:Wow!Yaziyouareallunbelievable.

WhenIalmostdied,noneofyoucametocheck

uponmebutyetyoupromisedmethatIcan

alwayscountonyou.WhenMelisizweandI

brokeup,noneofyoubotheredtoaskhowI

wasdoing.WhenIhadtwomiscarriages,none

ofyouevensentyourcondolences.Buthere

youaretryingtoplaychomi-chomi?Psht.Dont

fuckenpissmeoff.

Withthatsaid,shegrabsthekeysonthe

counterandwalksoff.Istandtofollowherand

getinandshespeedsoff.

Me:Drivecarefullybaby.

Her:Dont!Please,notnow!

Yho!Ijustshakemyheadandplacemyhand

onmybabies.Shesighsandplacesherhand



overmine.

Me:iloveyou.

Her:doyou?

Haibo?Whatsthatsupposedtomean?

[10/30,11:57]Wadz:FuckingVodacom ...
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~Melisizwe~

"STOPTHECAR"Imfumingwithanger.How

dareshequestionmyloveforher?Howmuch

morecanIendureofthis?WillIeverbeenough

forThando?Willsheforeverdoubtmylovefor

herandholdontothepast?ShepullsoverandI

getout.ImsomadIcouldhitsomething.Igo

aroundtothedriversseat.

Me:Getintheback!

Ihelpheroutandsheclimbsintheback.As

soonassheshutsherdoorIdriveofftothe



house.Imfurious.Enraged.Afuckenanimal.

Her:Meli

Me:Speak.

Her:Yhohayinevermind.

Me:Nofuckensaywhatyouneedtosay.

ShekeepsquietandImguessingbythechange

ofherbreathingshescrying.ButIdontcare.Im

bitterashell.Iparkoutsideherapartmentand

shegoesin.AssoonasherdoorshutsIdrive

off.TothegymtoblowoffsomesteambeforeI

fuckenkillsomeone.Igetthere,checkinandgo

tothemenslockerroomsandchangeintomy

gear.Ialwayskeepsparegymclothesinthe

boot.Igotothepunchingbagandletallmy

angerandfrustrationsoutonthepoorbag.

?:Heystallion.

Asweetfacedbrowneyedsugarlooksatme

smiling.AnyotherdayIwouldvesmiledback

andentertainedherwhilegentlyrejectingher.



Buttoday?Iminnomood.

Me:Hi

Her:Jessica..

SheextendsherhandbutImjustnotintheright

spacetomakeanaquintance.

Me:okay.WhatcanIdoforyou?

Herexpressionchangesfromflirticioustoutter

shock.

Her:Youdonthavetobesorude.

Ichucklesarcastically.

Me:DousbothafavourandwalkawaybeforeI

saysomethingthatwilldestroyyourlittleego.

Iturnandwalktothemenslockerroomswhere

Igetmybagandleave.IllshoweratThandos

place.

~Thando~



Impacingbackandforthwipingmytearsand

prayingtoGodthatMelicomesbacktome.We

justgotmarriedforfuckssakes.Whatmore

canhedo?

ThedooropensandIrushovertohimandhug

him.Hedoesntreciprocatethehug.

Him:Ineedtoshower.

Ishakemyheadno.

Him:Thando!

Me:CanItalkfirst?

HesighsandIpullhimovertothecouch.

Me:Imsorry.IdidntmeanwhatIsaid.Youwere

inthefiringlinewhenIwasthrowingshots.

JustthatIwassoangryandItookitoutonyou.

AndImsosorrybaby.Iloveyou,youknowthat?

Hesitsthereandlooksatme.

Him:DoyoubelieveIloveyou?

Inod



Me:Ido.

Him:Doyoueverquestionmyloveforyou?

Me:Notanymore.

Imbeinghonest.

Him:Whatdoesthatmean?

Isighandplacehishandonmybelly.Theystart

movingandwebothgiggle.Iguesstheycan

sensethatthingsarentsogoodbetweenus.

Me:promiseyouwontleaveorgetmad?

Heshowsmethefingerwithhisweddingband

Him:IpromisenottoleavebutIcantpromise

nottobemad.

Me:Okay.Butletmegopeefirst.

Helaughs.

HesintheshowerandImsittingonthebed,

wearinghisgownandslippers.ImustsayIlook



cuteinhisclothes.Thewatergoesoffandmy

knightinshiningarmourstepsout.Yeer.He

comesoutnaked.Yhohestorso!Hisarms!His

legs!Hispenis!Icantstoplookingathispenis...

Him:Myeyesareuphere

Me:Butyourpenisisdownhere.

HelaughsandIinvoluntarilylickmylipsand

closemylegstighter.

Hetakesouthislotioningcreamandashes

abouttosqueeze

Me:CanIdoit?

Helooksatmeandchuckles.Hehandsittome

andImakehimlieonthebedandsitonhim.I

lotionhisupperbodyfirst.

Him:talk.

Me:Okay...wellinthebeginningIusedtodoubt

you.ButthenthatallchangedonceIsawyour

loveforme...hayiMelisizwe.



Fred,ashecallshispenis,pokesmybum.

Him:Hayiitsnotme.Stopflexingyourhipsso

sexynawe.

Ilaugh.

Me:AsIwassaying,wejustgotremarriedandI

justwantustobehappyandinloveand

constantlyfuck.

HelaughsandsodoI.

Me:Idoloveyoualot...ouch!Ow!Hey.

Hesitsupandwearenosetonose.Heliftsme

andplacesmenexttohim,openingmygownin

theprocess.

Him:Whatswrong?Letsgotothehospital.

Me:No.Yourfuckenkids.

HegivesmeadeathstareasIsaysoandIroll

myeyes.Imbrushingthesideofmybellyand

soishe.

Him:Whatswrong?



Me:Theelbow.Herelbowispokingonmyside

andtheotheroneiscaughtundermyrib.

Him:Awmynunu.Imsorry.

Herubsmybellyandkissesmybellyrepeatedly

untilthepainevades.

~Melisizwe~

Thandoisdrippingwet.WhycantIgetoverher

gooddeliciousnookie?Shescreamsand

comesfloodingonmeliketheNiagraFalls.

Damn.Shecloseshereyesandlightlysnores.

Thenextmorning,Imakeherbreakfastinbed

andgotoourroom.ShesbentoverdoingIdont

knowwhat.

Me:Baby!Nodontdothat.

Shestandsandsmilesatme.

Her:Iwantedmynookietogetsomeair.You

reallydidanumberonmedamnman.



Ilaughandshefansherself.

Her:Youknow,afterlastnightnomoreright?

MysmilefadesandIthinkmymouthhangs.

Me:Why?

Her:Mywaterbroke.

Istopandlookatherlegs.Ifreeze.Isntittoo

early?

Her:Babyletsgotothehospitalkaloku.

Howisshesocalmatsuchacriticaltime.Irun

aroundlikeheadlesschickenlookingforalkthe

necessarythings.ThankGodIveshowered.I

weartrackpants,vestandloafers.Shewearsa

dressandmyslippersandgetsthephone.Shes

walkingaroundsocasually.

Me:Yougood?Younothurting?Canyouwalk?

Shesmilesatme

Her:NobabyImfine.Letsgo.

Iruntothecarandputallthebagsinside,then



gobackinandcarryhertothecar,muchtoher

delight.Ilockupanddriveofftothehospital.

Onthehandsfree,Icallmymom.

Her:Yes?

Me:Itstime.Thandosgivingbirth.Meetusat

thehospital.

Mama:Okay.Wowsosoon?

IhangupassoonasIhearThandogroan.

Her:Oww!

Igrabherhandandhelpherbreathelikethey

taughtusintheclassesweattended.

Thando:aaaaaah!

Thatmustbethefirstcontraction.Iwanttolet

goofherhandandrubherbackbutsheholdsit

firmly.

Her:Nodontplease...

Sheslayingonthebedandtherearealotof



machineshookeduptoher.Imscaredforher

life.Ikeeprubbingherbackandholdingher

handwiththeother.Sheslayingsoftly.

Dr:Weneedtogototheater.Shesnotdilating

andthebabiesarestartingtousefunction.

Fuck!Igentlywakeherupandgochangeinto

scrubs.Thenmeetherintheater.Igostraight

forherhandandkissherontheforehead

repeatedly.

Her:BabyImscared.Itsonlythe7thmonth.

Me:We'llbefine.Thebabieswillbegood.We'll

allbehappy.Iloveyou.

Shenodsandkissesmylips.Ireallyfeellike

crying.Tearsfalldownmyface,insidemyhead

IsayasilentprayeraskingthatThandoandmy

kidsmakeit.Imkissingherforehead,aftera

while,thereisasoftcryandIlookupitsababy

boy.TheyplacehimonThandoschest.Then

theressilence.



Dr:Thislittleoneishungry.

HehandsmetheotheroneandIplacehimon

mybarechest.Whyisnthecrying?Hessotiny

onmychestImsoscaredtodrophimandyet

Impetrifiedtotightenmygriparoundhim

incaseIsqueezehimtodeath.Afterawhilethe

nursestakethemandgocleanthemandplace

theminincubatursbecausetheyaresosmall.

Mylittlepremies.IkissThando,thankingherfor

thispreciousgift.SheblushesandIgotothe

littleonesinthenursery.

~Thando~

Mybodyhurtssobadlyfromtheop.Mylower

halfiskillingmebutImissmybabiesmore.I

wanttogoseethem.Meliwalksinwithanarm

fullofflowers.Theyresobeautiful

Me:Forme?

HenodsandIsquealindelight.Butthen



rememberIminpain,asitcomeslike

shockwavethroughmybody.

Me:Thankyouangel.

Him:No,thankyouforgivingmetwobeautiful

andprecioussons.

Iblush

Him:IusedtotakeyourloveforgrantedandIm

sorryforthat.

Me:Waterunderthebridge.

Hekissesmeallovermyface,

Him:Youmakemesohappy.

Me:Sodoyou.Wellattimes,youpissmeoff

butnonetheless,Icantimaginemylifewithout

you.

Him:Idonteverwanttoeventhinkaboutit.You

aremylife,withoutyouIdie.

Iblushandhekissesmeagain.Fredstands.

Me:Nobabyandthen?



Him:Ialreadyplannedtofuckyouthewholeof

yesterdaybutke..

Me:Yesterday?

Him:Yeah.Aftertheopyousleptthewholeday.

Iwassoworriedbutthedrsassuredmeyou

werefine.IhopeyoudontmindbutInamedthe

boys.

Ismile.

Me:Okay?Anditis?

Him:Sibon'engezinosibon'ezile.

Whatthefuck?
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~Thando~

Iburstoutlaughingandsodoeshe.Ooooh!



Ouch!Thepain!Istoplaughingandsodoeshe

Him:Imsosorrybaby.Ididntmeanit.Iwas

joking.ItsMeluthandoandMmeliwothand

Me:Ncaaaw!Wowbaby.Whatinspiredthose

names?Ilovethem.

Him:SeeingthemandhowhardIvebeen

smilingsinceIvebeenwiththem.

Me:WhencanIgoseethem?

Theresasoftknockonmydoorandthedr

enters.

Him:ohyoureup?Congratulations.Howare

youfeeling?

Me:Sore.Verysore.

Him:CanIchecktheincision?

Iopenmygownandtheressomuchblood.

Fuck!Imembarrassedatonce.Whythough?

Melilooksatthecutwithsomuchworryinhis

eyes.Thedrdoeseverything.



Him:Shouldgiveitsometimetoheal.Dontlift

anythingheavyandtakeiteasy.Seeyouina

monthstimetocheckforanyscarringor

tearing.Okay?Everythingseemsgood.

Ithankhimandheturnshusattentionbackto

Meli.

Hin:Nosexforthenext2months.Oruntilshes

completelyhealed.

Melsmilesandnods.Thedrleaves.

Meli:Baby?

Me:Nana?

Hesmiles

Him:Areyoudisappointedthattheyrenotgirls?

Me:Notreallyno.Aslongasmybabiesare

healthyandalive.

Hesmilesandkissesmyforehead.

Me:Letsgoseethem.

Icallanurseandshecomesthroughandhelps



mecleanupmyselfandshowerandall.Once

Imclean,MeliandIgotothenursery.He

carriesme.Soextra.Whenwegoin,ohmy

goodness,theyresosmall.Thenursecomesin

andhelpsmefeedthemthroughtheholesin

theincubator.MyheartbreaksasIwantedto

feedthemwithbreastmilk.

We'rebackinmyroomandMeliisinmybed

cuddlingthepain.TheresaknockandMelitells

themtoenter.Mamacomesin,followedby

everyone.

Ma:Morningnana

Me:Molomah.

Thandiswacomestomybedandhugsmefor

dearlife.

Her:Youokay?

Me:Uhm...yeah..justhungryandinalotofpain.

Mom:Ohmybaby...whatdidtheygiveyoufor



pain?

Ishowherandshenods

Wetalkforawhilecompletelyignoringevery

oneelse

Mom:Iwassoworriedbaby..

Me:Imokay.Justhappythey'realiveyouknow?

AnywayhowsDavidandthekids?

Sheblushesandsmiles

Her:Theyrefine.Growing.Amorisaskingabout

youconstantlyandBlessingisstartingtowalk.

Ismileatherasshetalksaboutherkids,my

siblings.Wetalkforsometimeandsheasksfor

hotwaterandtheygiveherandshepours

peppermintdruppelsinformetodrink.Itsbitter

butapparentlyithelpswithcleaningthewomb

andremovingclotsandimpuritiesfaster.Then

sheleaves.

Mama:Unjanintombi?(howareyougirl)



Me:Imgood.ThepainissubsidingbutImokay.

WhenIlookaround,Meliisgonewiththis

brothersandfatherprobablytogoseetheboys.

Mama:Kanyi,

Ismileatherandshesmilesback.

Her:Imsorry.

Ifrown

Me:For?

Her:AllthathappenedwithyouandMeliand

howIwasntthereforyou.

Me:Itsokaymama.Waterunderthebridge.

Shehugsmeandsmiles.

*3monthslater*

~Melisizwe~

Thingshavebeenokayaroundthehouse.

ExceptforthetwinscryingandThandostoo,



we'vebeengood.LittleAhlumile,hasbeen

homeforacoupleofweeksanditwasgreat.

Shelovesherbrotherssomuchandcantwait

forthemtowalkandtalk.Shesafeisty2year

oldwhocantalkyho!Shesveryspoiltby

everyoneandisgreattobearound.Butshehad

togobacktotheStatesbecausehermother

missedher.HerandThandogetalonglikea

houseandfire,itsadorabletowatch.Speaking

ofThando,Imisshersomuch.Beinginsideof

her,hearinghermoanmyname,squirtonme,

ridingmeandputtingFredinhermouth.We

haventdoneitsinceshecamebackfromthe

hospitalandalthoughIunderstand,Icravefor

her.SomedaysIsleepintheguestroomto

avoidseeinghernakedbecauseIgetturnedon

immediately.Shesbeenexercisinganddrinking

allsortsofhealthystuffsoherbodyisbanging

fordays.Herassisjust...letmegetbackto

workbeforeIcomeinmypants.



Imattheoffice,drawingupabudgetforanew

buildingandreviewingtheacutecturalstructure.

Theresaknockatmydoor.Whothefuckcould

itbe,ItoldCraig,mynewassistant,thatIdont

wantanyonehere.

Me:Yes?

HerperfumehitsmebeforeIevenlookup.

Wow,shesmagnificent.

Her:Hibaby.Lunch?

Ismile.Mywomanalwaysthinksofeverything.

Me:Please.

Shecomesaroundandhandsmemyfood.The

phonerings.Fuck.

Her:Answer,anddontdrop.

IlookatherconfusedandIanswer.Shecomes

aroundandgetsonherknees.Fuck.Ihope

shesnotthinkingofdoingwhatIthinksheis.

SheunzipsmypantsandtakesoutFred.She

smilesandlicksherlips.Damn.Icanhardly



concentrateonthecall.

Me:CanIgetbacktoyou?

Her:Youdrop,Istop.

Fuck!Icontinue,lyingaboutsomethingbutI

findit.MrAndrewsissuchapester.Whyishe

goingonwhenImbeingpleasured.Ittakesall

thatsinmenottomoan.Shekeepstakingme

deeperinhermouth,smilingandkissingmy

penis.Then,shefullysatisfiedme.Yeeeerr!I

gaspatthepleasureandbitemyhandtorefrain

frommoaning.

"Shit"comesunbiddenfrommymouth.

Andrews:Iseverythingalright?

Me:Yesuhm,I...closedthedraweronmyfinger.

ImlyingthroughmyteethandThandois

relentlessinherpleasuregiving.Imsocloseto

coming,Ireallyam.Shestops...noopleaseno.

Thenstandsandhitchesupheralreadyshort

skirtandslidesmein.What?Shesnotwearing



underwear?Shecameprepared.Ohshefeels

sogoodandtight.Sheshouldstopwithher

kegelsnowcausedamn.Shestarsmoving,

whileIcontinuetryingtotalkonthephone

aboutbudgetandlogistics.

Me:MrAndrews,Iseemtohaveamissingpage,

canIcallyoubackonceIprintitout?

Him:Noproblem.

IhangupbeforeIlosemyboner.NowIcanfully

concentrate.Damnherwaistismoreflexible

thanbefore,herasssofteryetfirmer,bouncing

onme,herbreastsrubbingonme,hermoans

silentbuteffective.Sheletsoutagroanand

cumssilentlyonme,soonIfollow.Shelayson

mychestsoshecancatchherbreath.

Shetakesherbagandtakesoutherwipesand

wipesthebothofus.

Her:EnjoyyourmealandIllseeyouathome

nhe?



Shepecksmeonthelipsandturns.BendsandI

swatheronthebum,shegigglesandwalksout,

notbeforesheblowsmeakiss.Wow!Whata

waytostartmyday.

[10/30,11:57]Wadz:Sorrymyfacebookisonly
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~Thando~

Ooothatwasfun!Icantwaitforhimtosavage

metonight.YoudontknowhowmuchIcraved

forMelisizwesbodybutIwastooinsecure

aboutmyself.Eventhoughhewouldgeta

bonerwhenIwasnakedIwasstillinsecurebut

today,Ijustfeltlikepleasingmyman.Ilove

Meliheismy3rdbaby.Hahayoushouldveseen

thewayhewassulkingthismorning,begging

metojustlethimtouchit,smelliteven.My

mansafreak.ImonmywaytoWooliesfoodfor

somecakeformeandmyboo.Iaskedhis



momtobabysitforusandshewasbeyond

excited.Myboys?YhoIveneverlovedtwo

peoplemorethanIlovethem.Theyaremy

everythingandmore.Theymakemeangry,

happy,sad,cryandlaugh.Everydaytheylook

moreandmoreliketheirfatherandthat

saddensme.

?:Hey

IturntofindCarynsmilingatme.Goshwhata

moodspoiler.

Me:Hello.

Her:Congratsonthekids.

Me:Andyouknowthishow?

Her:Yonelamightvementionedsomething.

Me:mmm..thanks.

Itakethecakeandwalkawaytothetilltopay.

BackhomeIcookupastorm,tryingoutsome



recipesandaddingafewtwistsofmyown.I

boughtthissexylittlenumberforhimtorip

apartwithhisteethandwaitedforhimtocome

home.Thedooropensandhecomesin.He

smilesatme

Him:Mybaby?

Me:Myloveyourehomeearly.

Hesmilesandmovesclosertomeuntilwe're

nosetonose.Imwearinghisgownandmy

undiesonlysohe'llaccessmefastandIdont

wantthat.

Me:No..

Isaymovingaway,hessohardandreadyto

pounceonme.

Him:Why?

Hekissesmyneckandmovesdown.Thisfeels

damngood.

Me:Food...now...baby



Hedoesntstopuntilhereachesmyhappyplace.

Hecomesup,licksmylipsandbitesmybottom

lip,pullingandsuckingonit.

Him:Whatsforsupper,besidesyou?

Ithinkmycheekshaveturnedbeetrootred.

Thisguymara?Igiggle.Nowords.

Him:Haibo?Nowords?

Ishakemyheadandleadhimtothekitchen.

Wehavingdinneroveralightconversation

Him:Youknow,we'veneverbeenonaproper

honeymoon.

Ifrownandlookathim

Me:Wellwearentmarriedyetso...

Him:Wehave.

Me:Wellletmeputitthisway,Iveneverhadmy

dreamwedding.



Hestopswhathesdoing.

Him:Youwantawedding?White?

Me:Both.Iwanttochoosemyweddingnot

haveitdoneforme.Nothingbig.Something

smallandintimate,likeus.

Helooksatme,dumbfounded.

Him:Rightnow?

Hesayswhilescratchinghishead.

Me:Whynot?

Him:Wevebeenmarriedbeforesoitsjust

goingtobeawasteofmoney.

Icantbelievehe'sjustsaidthat.Ifeelmytears

threateningtofall.Sobasicallyhewasmarrying

meforconvenience?Igetupandhestands

beforeme.

Me:Move!

Clearlyhedoesntwantthis.Canhenotseemy

reasoning?Iminnomoodforthisconversation.



Him:Babe..

Isnatchmyhandawayandwalkoff.Tryingmy

bestnottocry.Icanhearhisfootstepsbehind

me

Him:Thando!Canwetalk?

Me:Whatfor?Youalreadymadeupyourmind

sowhateverIsaywillbefutile.

Him:Comeon!

Me:Noitsfine.Kakadewhateveryousaygoes

sowhydidIeventhinkitdbedifferentthistime?

Hesighsandkeepsquiet.Iminmoodforsex

anymore,Imfuckingpissed.

~Melisizwe~

ItsbeensosourinthishousesincedinnerandI

refusetosleeeplikethis.No,never.

Me:Thando.Mybaby.

Shegivesmeadeadlystare,yho.



Her:Yes?

Shesreadingabookandlookingsogoodinher

lingerie.ThisistorturebutIneedtobestrong.

Me:Ndijongekaloku(lookatme)

Sheputsherbookdownandlooksatmewith

suchattitude.

Me:ImsorryaboutwhatIsaid.

Her:Didyoumeanit?

DidI?

Me:Notreally.

Her:Explainyourself.

Me:Well,justthatIdidntthinkyoudwant

anotherwedding.Justaprivategetaway

betweenthetwoofus.Tryforanotherbaby.

Her:Thereyougo.Sex!Thatsallyoueverthink

about...whataboutwhatIfeel?Want?Need?

Sigh.Theresmoretothisthanmeetstheeye.



Me:NoIdontalwaysthinkaboutsex..Ialso

thinkaboutyourcaptivatingsmile,yourdreamy

eyes,youraddictivelaugh,howyousaymy

name,howcuteyoulookwhenyourangry,the

wayyouscrinchyoureyeswhenreadingfine

printandhowdisorientatedyouarewhenyouve

justwokenup.

Sheblushesandcoversherface.

Her:YourenotoffthehookMr!Outwithit.

Me:ImsorryIdidntconsideryourfeelings.We

canhaveaweddingofyourdreamswith

carriagesandballroomandalltheextravagents.

Anythingforyoubaby.

Shegiggles.

Her:Ballroomnhe?

Me:Yesgirl!

Shelaughsandcomesclosertometokissme.

Her:Okay.ButImeanitwhenIsaysomething

small.Justafewpeopleprobably50,atyour



momshouseandourkidstobepartofit.Thats

it.Nothingdrastic.

Ismileandnod.

Me:Okay.

Shestraddlesmeandkissesmewhilegrinding

herhips.Shesavixen.Afterawhile,shepulls

away.

Her:Thankyou.

Me:Anythingformybaby.Ihateitwhenwe

fight.

Her:Metoo.Okayonelastthing..

Isigh.

Me:Yes?

Her:Ha.adontbelikethat.

Ihuffandsmile

Me:Yeshoney?

Shegigggles



Her:Better.Uhm,itsaboutwork.

Me:No.

Her:Youdidntevenhearmeoutyet.

Me:Idontneedto.BabeImakeenoughforus

toliveon.

Her:Baby,pleaseImbeggingyou.Itsnoteven

aboutmoney,okaymaybe,butplease,think

aboutit.

Ihuff,imfrustrated.Whycantsheunderstand

myreasoning?

Me:Fine..nowcanIhavemynookieplease?Ive

beenwaitingadamngood3monthstotasteit

again.

Shelaughs

Her:Sochivalrousofyou.

Iminnomoodtotalk.Timetoeat.

'MELII...BHUTI...BABY...PLEASE...AAH...NO...



FUCK!'Isallthatmybeautifulwifeismoaning

asItakeherfrombehind.Shesholdingontothe

kitchensinkasItakeherfrombehind.Herlegis

percheduponthestepladderandtheotheron

thefloor.Hergloriousassisrightonmeasher

backusarchedandherwaistmovingincircles

aswemakesweetdivinelove.Thisisprobably

the8thtimewe'vebeenatit,Iveevenlostcount.

Ismackherassandthatsetsheroffbecause

shecums,showeringmeintheprocessandin

notime,Ifollowsuit.Westaylikethisfora

whilebeforesheputsherlegdownandI

carefullyslideoutofher.Hernookieisswollen.

Her:Damnbaby...yousureknowhowtochow

nookieandleaveabitchbeggingformore.

Ilaugh.Haibo?Isthismydearwifetalkinglike

this?

Her:Hayinever.Mypoorcoochieisonfire.Yhu.

Shetakesoutabagoffrozenpeasandputsit

onherdeliciousness.Icanthelpbutlaugh.



Seriously?Peasthatweeat?Amen!

Me:Icanthelpthatyouredelicious.Gotme

wantingmoreallday,everyday.Andbesides,

whatswiththatnewhipthingyoudoing?Where

didyoulearnthat?

Her:Youlikeit?

Inodvigorously.

Her:GoodcauseImnotgoingtotellyou.

Me:Eshee!

Shelaughsandcarriesoncooking.Itsalmost

theendofApril,soweatherisquitewindy

outside.Ihopewe'llbeindoorsthewholeday.

Her:Babywam?

Iloveitwhenshecallsmethat.

Me:Mylove?

Her:Aboutwork.

Isigh.



Me:Notthisagain.

Her:Yes.Thisagain.Igotajobinterviewon

Monday.

Me:Ohwhere?

Her:LikeIdtellyou.

Me:Whynot?

Her:Soyoucansabotagemychances?Ha!Im

notstupid.

Woah!Whatdoesthatmean?

Me:Whatdoesthatmean?

Her:ItmeansIknowyourewellconnectedand

youdontwantmetowork,sowhoknowswhat

youcan/willdo.

Ouch!

Me:SoyouthinkImsocruelastomesswith

yourcareer?

Imgenuinelyhurtbythis.Whatthefuckis

Thandotakingmefor?Whatissheimplying?



AmIsuchatyranttowardshrlife?

Her:NoIjustmeant...

Me:Noitscool.

Igetupandstormoff.Imseriouslypissedoff

byherstatement.YeahokayIadmitIdontwant

hertowork,notbecauseofinsecurities,Ijust

wanthertobehometakingcareofourkids

herself.ButIguessnot.

[10/30,13:42]Wadz:£61

~Thando~

Switchingoffthestove,IfollowafterMeli.Ifind

himinthebedroomsittingonthechairwithhis

faceinhishands.Hesuddenlyscreamsand

throwsthelampacrosstheroom.

Me:Haibo!Bhuti?Andthen?

Heshuffing.

Him:Whydoyoumakemeamonster?



Me:How?

Him:YoumakeitseemasthoughImsome

domineeringtyrantthatwantstoexhaustall

typesofcontroloveryou?

Me:Haibonini?(when)

Him:Thatlittlesnycommentyoumadeabout

me.

Okay!Someoneisseriouslypissedoff.

Me:Illtalktoyouwhenyourecalmer.

Hepullsmebymyarmandthrowsmeonthe

bed.Hehoversovermeandstaresdeepinmy

eyes.

Him:Thando,dontmakemelosemypatience

withyou.ImaverydangerousmanwhenIm

pissedoffsodont...pleasedonttipmeoverthe

edge.DontmakemesomethingImnot.

HesseriouslyangryandImbeginningtofeel

veryscaredandoverpowered.Hecanseethe

fearinmyeyesandheclimbsoffmeandsits



onthechairoppositethebed.Isitupandbring

mykneesuptomychest.

Him:HaveIevermadeyoustopyourjob?Even

whenyouhadthatwholeordealwithJonas,did

Imakeyouquit?

Ishakemyheadno.

Him:SowhatmakesyouthinkIdintervenein

yourcareer?

Isaynothing.

Him:YesIaskedyounottoworkbutyoumade

itperfectlyclearthatyouenjoyitandIletyou

be.Sowhyareyoumakingmeseemlikean

overbearinghusband?

Ikeepquiet.Ididntrealisethatmycomment

hurthimsomuch.

Me:Imsorry.

Helooksatmeandnods.Nowords.Igetup

andwalktowardshimandstandinfrontofhim.

Ifeelbad.



HepullsmecloserandIsitonhislap.

Him:IloveyouandwhateveryouchooseIll

supportyouandtheonlyreasonIneverwantto

hearyoutalkaboutwork,isbecauseIenjoyour

littlebubbleanddontwantittoburstjustyet.

Igiggleandkisshimonhisforehead.Hesso

cute.

Me:Thankyou.

Hegasps.

Him:Thankyou?Qha?

Igiggleandnod.

Him:Eshee!Mxmsukaphezkwam(getoffof

me)

Me:Andifun(Idontwantto)

Hesmilesandkissesmynose.

Me:Yousoextrathough.Stormingofflikethat?

Him:Oho!Mpa!



Ilaughandwrapmyarmsaroundhisneckand

laymyheadonhisshoulder.Hesmellssogood.

Him:Sowhenstheinterview?

Me:Monday.10amsharp.

Henods.

Him:Okay.

Me:Uhm...Tatabo?

IknowhemeltswhenIcallhimthis.Hesmiles.

Him:Ntombam?

Ilaughsoloud.Haibo!

Me:Ineedanoutfit.

Him:Okay.YoucangoafterImdonehavingmy

waywithyou.

Hesayswhilekissingmyneck.Thisman

though.Suchstaminaforanoldman.Myold

man..



We'reatthemallwearingmatchingnavyjeans,

sneakersandtops.Meliissomuchtaller

besidesmewithhishandonmybum.

Obviouslymarkinghisterritoryandnotgivinga

damnaboutthelookspeoplearegivingus.Meli

hasgrownsomefewgreyhairsandhesaysits

allmyfault.Istresshimtoomuch.Hehake.

Me:Sowhatdoyouthinkofthis?

Iminthefittingroomsandhesstandingatthe

doorlookingatme.Hefrownsattheknee-

lengthredskirt.

Him:Toorevealing.

Me:Revealing?

Ilookatmyselfinthemirror.

Him:Ewe!Itdrawsoutwhatsmine.

Ijustrollmyeyes.Tobehonest,Ilikethisskirt.

Me:Toobad,Imtakingit.Ilikethisskirt

Him:Thenwhydidyouaskformyopinion?



Hesayssoirritated.

Me:Hehake.Impoxoengaka?

Hesmirksandwriggleshiseyebrows.

Him:Imhungry.

Me:Noyoujustdontwanttobeherewithme

anymore.

Isaywhilepouting.Imguilttrippinghim.

Him:Damnright!

Ha!Thatbackfiredquickly.Nx.

Me:Fine.ButdontcomplainwhenImaxyour

cardout.

Him:Pleasedo.Causeyouforeverbuyingfor

everyoneelsebutyou.Enjoymylove.Imout.

Hepecksandsqueezesmybum,makingme

squealwithexcitement.HewalksawayandIm

leftsmilinglikeafool.

?:IwishIcouldgetthatkindoflove.



Iturnandfindaverybeautifulladysmilingat

me.

Me:Itslurkingineverycorner.Allyouneedto

doisletitfindyou.

Shesmilesandextendsherhand

Her:Britney.

Me:Thando.

Her:Beautifulface.

Me:Mythoughtsexactly.

Shelaughsandwalksoff.Strange.

Imsoexhaustedfromshoppingandeatingtake

out.Imlayinginthebathtub,justsoakingmy

stressandpainaway.Imsonervousfor

Monday.WhatifIdontgetthejob?YhoIllbe

crushedshame.

Meli:Baby...nana...mntwam...mama

wamaweleam...theonewhoholdsmyheart,



soulandbody...

Iblush.Hesstandingnearthedoor,leaningon

theframesmilingatme.

Him:Wherewereyounow?

Me:NervousforMonday.

Him:Youlldogreat.Iknow.Stopstressing

Isighandnod.Hecomesandkneelsnexttothe

tubandplayswiththewater.Ipullhimcloser

andpeckhimcontinuouslyuntilhechuckles.

Him:Youlovemedontyou?

Me:Uhm...well...tobehonest...

Webothlaugh.

Me:Ido.Likeyouloveme.

Hesmiles.

~Melisizwe~

Theweekendhasbeengoodwithmywifebut



itsbacktowork.Imlighter,airier,happierthis

morning.Mustbeallthesexingwe'vebeen

havingthispastweekend.Butitwasshortlived

asThandowantedustogoseetheboysat

moms.SoIcouldntdoallthatIwanted

yesterday,justhalf.Mx.Ihavesomuchworkto

do,itsdraining.Eish!BythetimeImdoneits

afterlunchandImexhausted,mentally.

Me:Craig!

Ibark.Aaah!Myofficeissoundproof.How

stupid.Ipickupthephoneandcallhim

Him:Sir?

Me:Bringmelunch.Imdying.

Him:YesSir.Anythingspecific.

Me:2chickenandmayosandwiches,1lof

waterandfruit.Hurry,Imerodingaway.

Helaughs.

Him:RightawaySir.



Ihangup.Myphoneringsagain

Me:Yes?

Theresascream.

Me:Pinkpuffs?

ThatswhatIcallThandoandshehatestolove

it.

Her:Igotthejob.Justgotcalledbacknownow.

Igotit.

Me:Congratsbaby.SeeItoldyou!Congrats

angel.

Her:Thankyou.Seeyouathome?

Me:Yeah...butIllbelate.Ihavealottocatch

upon.

Her:Okay.Iloveyou.

Me:Thankyou.

Sheclickshertongueandhangsup.He..icall

her.



Her:What?

Me:Iloveyoumost.

Thenhangup.Iknowshe'llblushtillhercheeks

turnpurple.CraigcomesinwithmyfoodandI

immediatelydevourit.Ihandhimsomemoney

andhekindlydeclines.

Him:Thisismythankyouforthejob.Idbe

deadhadyounotgivenmethisjob.Atleastlet

meshowmyappreciation.

Hesmilesandwalksout.Imstunned.

Speechless.Whatdidhemeanthathedbedead?

Afterwhatseemslikeforever,Idrivehometo

myhouse.Wemovingheresoon,althoughits

quitefarbutThandolovesit.Iwalkinandshes

cookinginthekitcheninadressandslippers.

Shelookssocute.

Me:Daddyshome..andIknowyouvebeen

waitingforthislovingallday..



IsingasIwalkin,lickingmylipsand

seductivelystrippingforher.Shecomesaround

andhelpsmeoutofmyjacketthenturnsand

grindshersweetbodyonme,usingmytieas

hergrip.Shethenlaughsandkissesme.

Her:Youresocrazy.Heybaby.

Me:Onlyforyou.Hi.

Her:Myoldman.Canyoubelieveyou5years

awayfromthebig40?

Me:Ha!OLDMAN?Thatsnotwhatyousay

whenImtearingthatassup.

Shelaughsandwalksaway.

Her:Andyoudo.Mustbetheoldage.

Ilaughsohard.Ilovehowplayfulwearewhen

wewantto.

Me:Doesitbotheryou?

Her:What?

Me:Myage.



Her:No.Ilikethefactthatyoureolder.Bringsa

certainlevelofsophisticationtoourlove.And

besides,Imakeyouyoungeranyway.

Ichuckle.Suchtruth.

Me:Mmm...IwantedtobringyougiftsbutI

wasswamped.Ipromisetomorrowthough.

Her:Noneed.YoursupportisallthegiftIneed.

Ismileandsitonthekitchencounter.

Me:Boysnotback?

Shepouts,lookingalittlesad.

Her:No.Mombeggedtokeepthemjustfora

bit.ButImissthemsomuch.

Me:Iknowyoudo.ButImhereandwecan

makeanotherone.

Shelaughs

Her:Afterthetwinsaretwo.

Inod.



Me:Sohowdiditgo?

Her:Uhm...okay...iguess...justthat...

Shekeepsquiet.

Me:What?

Her:Theboss,isthatladyImetwhenIwent

shopping,rememberher?

Ishakemyhead.Iprobablywasntpaying

attention.

Her:Doyoueverlisten?

Me:Notwhenyounaked.Idonthearanything

butyourmoans.

Shegigglesandlightlyswatsmewitha

dishcloth.

Her:Argkewena!Thesexfreak

Me:Stopchangingthesubject.

Her:Justthat..shewasweirdman.

Me:Weirdhow?



Her:Likeshewascheckingmeout.

Me:What?

Her:Mythoughtsexactly.ArgbutImustvebeen

imaginingthings.Probablymynerves.

Inod.Notknowingwhattosay.Whatcanyou

saywhenyourwifethinksthatherfemaleboss

ischeckingherout?Tobehonest,Imalittle

skepticalaboutallthis.ButIcantsayanything

ordoanythingorit'llbelikeImagainsther

working.

[10/30,13:45]Wadz:Thecatch-upbegins...
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~Thando~

TheweekpassesinaflashandImgladithas.

MondayIstartworkofficiallyandImsoexcited.

Thetwinsarejustworkingonmyfuckennerves.

Theyvebeencryingformealwaysespecially

whenIputthemdown,soIvehadtohavethem



sleeponme,muchtoMelisdisapprovalsaying

thatImspoilingtheboysbutcanyoublameme?

TheyremyfirstsurvivingkidsandImpetrified

tolosethemyhuIlovemypikininis.

Him:Pinkpuff?

Ifuckenhatethisstupidname.Thefuck?Imso

oldforsuch.

Me:Mkhonto?

HeblushessohardandIgiggle.

Him:Idontthinktheyloveme.

Hesayswithsuchasadface.Helookslikehes

abouttocry.

Me:Haibonana?Wheresthiscomingfrom?

Him:WhenItakethemfromyoutheycryand

alwayswantyou.

Me:Thatsnottruemylove.JustthatIvebeen

homeforthepast4monthssotheyreusedto

memorethanyou.Buttheydoloveyouthough.



Hepoutsandlayshisheadonmyshoulder.He

reallyisfeelingdownandIdontknowhowfix

this.

Me:Dontbesadmylove.

Hesighsandsaysnothing.Heclimbsonme

andcuddlesmeuntilhefallsasleep.Icant

sleepawinkjustthinkingaboutwhathesjust

said.MyheartsinksandIwanttocryshame.

IdontknowwhenIfellasleepbutiwakeup

brightandearlySundaymorningandstartwith

thepots.Myheadisheavyandmyshoulders

painfullycramping.Mustbeallthestressthat

ImhavingfromMelisizwe.Mam'Thithiwalksin,

shesthetwinshelper.Ilovehershesquiteold

butknowshowtohandletheboys.Shesa

widowerwith3olderkids.Theyyoungest,Melis

ageandshecallsmeherbaby.Sheworksfor

usbecauseshesboredathomeandherkids

dontsendhermoney.Itsquitesadactually.



Me:Mamzo.

Her:Mntwanam(mychild)

Me:ulelikamnandi(sleepwell)?

Her:Ewewethu.Yhubayalalaabantwanabakho

andinabhongo.(Yourbabiescansleepyhu)and

you?

Isighandjustshrug.

Me:Ndilelewethu(Isleptokayish).

Her:Theni?(whatswrong)

Me:Stress.

Her:Nomanbabydontstress.Tomorrowwill

gookay.Imhereandsoisumamazala(your

motherinlaw).Soitwillbefine.

Inodandshegivesmeahug.

Afterchurch,wegobackhome.Theboysare

soundasleepinthecarandMeliisjustsoquiet

today.Ohmybaby!Imisshimsomucheven

thoughhesrightbesideme.Ireachoverand



brushhisthigh.Hedoesntevenlookatme,

insteadhetakesmyhandandmovesitfrom

him.Andthen?WhatdidIdo?

Aftersupper,Implayingwiththeboysand

laughingsohardatthefacestheymake.

They'resocute,aspittingimageoftheirfather.

Itakeafewpicswithmyphoneofthemsmiling

andsleeping.Meliwalksinandsitsnexttome.

Him:Hi.

Me:mmmm...

Him:Aboutwhathappenedinthecar,Imsorry.I

wasjustnotinagoodspace.

Me:ButImhereforyounje.

Him:Iknow.Imsorry

Ipoutandhesmilesandsmasheshislipson

mine.HeattempstopullawaybutIpullhim

closeranddeepenthekiss.Hetasteslike

chocolate.Ipullawayimmediately.



Me:Youhadchocolatewithoutme?

Hesmilesandnods.

Him:Icouldntresist.

Me:Mxmmpa.

Ilightlypushhimandfocusontheboys.Meluis

pullingonMeli.MelipickshimupandMelu

giggles.ItssocutethatIcanthelpbutsmile.I

takesnapsofthemwithMmeliinthepicture

too.Myboys.

Me:Babeweshouldgoforaphotoshoot.

Hesmilesandnods.Theboysarepullingonhis

faceandlipsandsuckinghisface.Meliisjust

laughingandsayingnobuttheboyscontinue.

Soadorbs.

We'reinbed.Cuddlingwhilewatchingamovie.

WellImwatchingandhesreadingthepaper.

Me:IcantwaitfortomorrowbutImsosadI

wontbeherefortheboys.



Helooksatmethroughhisglassesandfrowns.

Helookssohotwhenhewearshisglasses

especiallynowthathesgotabeard.Ooomyclit

throbs.WhycantIgetenoughofthisman?

Him:WhyyoulookingatmelikeImapieceof

meat?

Me:Becauseyouare.

Istraddlehimandbitehisbottomlipandpull.

Damn.Hegroans.

Him:Hornymuch?

Me:Foryou?Anyday.

Hechucklesandpullsmecloser.Istartgrinding

onhisrisingdick,whilekissinghim.Hegroans

onmyneck,suckingandbitingit.Aaah...

~Melisizwe~

EversinceThandotellingmeaboutherboss,

Ivebeenuneasy.Ivegotmyeyeonherandif



shetriesanythingIllfuckherup.Iwasoncea

verybadboybeforesoIknowpeoplewhodbe

willingtotastesomewhitepussybefore

finishingheroff.Anyonecomesnearmyfamily

andkids,Iwonthesitatetofuckthemup.Im

notasgoodasIperceivemyselftobeandI

havenoproblemchannelingthatsideofmyself

again.Butthatsastoryforanotherday.My

personalphonerings,anumberIdontknow.

Me:...

?:Hello?MrMvelase?

SoundslikemyoldPA,Stuart

Me:Yes?

Him:Please...comefast.Theywanttokillme

please.

Me:Whereareyou?

Him:NoImcomingtoyou.PleaseSir,helpme.

Thelinegoesdead.Thefuck?Theresasudden

commotionoutsidemyofficeandthedoorflies



open.Suchdisrespect.ItsNelson.Oh.

Me:Nelson...

Craig:Itriedtostophimbut...

Me:ItsfineCraig.Ivegotthis.

Nelson:Mvelasemydearfriend.

HesanAmericansohesaysmysurnamewitha

slighttwang.

Me:HowcanIhelpyou?

Him:Yourboystolefromme.

Me:Boy?Idonthaveaboy?

Him:Dontfuckwithme.Stuart.Thatlittleidiot

ofyoursthatyourecommendedme.Stolefrom

me.

Fuck!Howcanonepersonbesostupid?

Me:Howmuch?

Helaughs.

Him:8diamonds.Rubiesandemeralds



Fuck!!Thatsclosetoahundredmilliononthe

blackmarket.Fuck!

Iwhistleandshakemyhead

Me:Shit.Nowwhatsthatgottodowithme?

Him:Wetrackedhisphoneandhecalledyou.

Me:Yeah,somethingaboutsomeonewanting

tokillhim.

Him:Well,thatswhereyoucomein.

Ishakemyhead.IthoughtIwasthroughwith

thislife,butitkeepspullingmeback.

Me:Fuck!
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~Melisizwe~

Nelson:Indeed.

Me:ButImnotaboutthatlifeanymore.

Him:Onceyourein,youreinforlife.Doesnt

matterhowlegityoutrytogo.



True!IhuffandcallKamva.

Him:MntakaDaddy

Me:Shitshitthefan...

Idropthecall.HeknowswhatImean.Nelson

smilesandlightsacigarandchillsinmyoffice.

Him:Youhaveanicebusinesshere.Readthat

youmadeyourfirst100millmark3monthsago.

Impressive.

Me:Itry.

Him:Soisitafrontforthesmugglesorlegitfor

real?

Me:Legitforreal.Nocrap,nobullshit.

Henods.

Him:Sothesmuggles?

Me:LikeIsaid,Idontdothatanymore.

Hesmirksandcarriesonsmoking.Hisguardis

atthedoorloookingahead,probablyatthe

skyline.IcontinuewithmyworkuntilKamva



callsme.

Me:Whatdidyouget?

Him:Alreadysold,onashiponitswayto

Europe.

Me:Fuck!

Him:Yeah.Nelsonthere?

Me:Yeah.Busyfumegatingmyworkplace,the

fuckingprick.

Nelsonlaughsandhisbodyguardsmiles.

Nelsonslaughisaddictiveman,he'llmakeyou

laughevenwhenyoudontwantto.

Iputthephoneonspeaker.

Me:Thetha(speak).

Kamva:Nel,longtime.

Nel:Isawyoutwoweeksback.

He?Kamva?Ncncnc.Butthatsnoneofmyshit.

Kamva:Youstillcanttellusapart?



Nel:Fuck!Sowhatsthenews?

Kamva:Yourdiamondsareontheirwayto

EuropeandStuart?Dead!D'youdoit?

Nelsmiles

Him:Dependsonwhatyouplantodowiththat

info?

Kamvasighs

Him:WhyMeli?

Nel:Becausethatwashisshipment.

Myeyeswiden.What?

Me:What?

Ipressaredbuttonandinseconds,4ofmy

guardscomein.Ipulloutmygunandstand.

Kamva:Melisizwe!

Me:Bye!

Ihangup.AndwalktowardsNel,mygunaimed

athishead.Nelputsdownhiscigarandlooks



atme.

Him:Sorryman.

Ilowermygunandtipthetableover.Imfuming.

Me:Whatsthenextmovefromnow?

Imonmywayhome,Imbruisedfromthefight

NelandIhad.Wedrovetothewarehouseand

thingsgotheatedwhenwecouldntagreeona

wayforward.NelblamesmeforStuartandI

blamehimfornotkeepingmystashsafe.But

nowallthingsarecoolbetweenus,justthatwe

needtomovefast.HowamIgoingtoexplain

thecutonmyback?Ortheswollenlip?Or

bruisedrib?Thandoisveryobservantovermy

bodysoshe'llnoticefast.Ipullupatthegate

andgoin.Imnotgoingtohideit.Shescooking

inthekitchenandIgoin.

Me:Hey.

Icantlookatherintheeye.Shegaspswhen



sheseesmeandrushesover.Gentlyliftingmy

face,shelooksinmyeyes.Hersareglassyand

IneedtoassureherImfine.

Me:Pleasedontcry.Imfine.Justalittle

squabblewithanoldfriend.Imfinenow.

Her:Baby....

Thatsallshesaysbeforesheattacksmewitha

kiss.Shepullsawaywhensheseesmewince.

Her:Areyouokay?Comesit.Ohmylove.Why?

Whathappened?Comeletsgotothehospital.

Me:No.NohospitalImfine.

IhaveanhourtopsherebeforeIleave.Howam

igoingtoexplainthis?

Me:Honey,listen..

Isaypullingherbacktome.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Her:What?Melisizweyoujustgothere.And

howareyougoinganywherewhenyoureinthis



state?

Me:Imfinebaby,reallyImabigboy.Illheal

faster.

Her:Idontcare.Younotgoing!.

He!Thiswomanisunbelievable.Hee,Ijust

laugh.Icanthelpit.

Her:Somethingfunnyperhaps?

Me:Thando,Imleaving.Illexplainwhenicome

back.Besafe,youandmykids.Iloveyoutoo

muchtoletsomethinghappentoyou.Imeanit

whenIsayyouremylife.Iloveyou.

Ipeckherandwalkaway.

Her:Melisizwe!

ImintheplaneonmywaytoLondonwithNel,

KamvaandKhanya.Langawillfollowifthings

getoutofhand.Imfumingwithrage.Thandois

somadatme.ShecriedwhenIleftandmy



heartbroke.ButImdoingthisforus.Sothey

aresafe.Imnotworriedaboutherandmyboys

becauseIknowthey'resafe.Ialwayshavebody

guardsaroundme,butyoullnevernoticeuntil

youtakeacloserlook.Theyarealwayslurking,

8ofthem.Theyrotatewiththeothers.Mymain

guy,Tido,isalwaysamongstthem.Heswithus

nowonourflight,hesveryversatileandcan

shootawholekilometreawaypointblank.

ThatswhatIloveabouthim.Mybodyisnotas

soreIllrecover,wejustgoingtolaylowin

Europeuntiltheshipmentcomesin.Imgoingto

ItalywhileKamvaisheadedforLondon,Khanya

FranceandNelRussia.Wespreadingouttosee

wheretheshipmentisgoingsowecancollect

mydiamondsandgohome,hopefullywithouta

mess.

~Thando~

Ihonestlydontknowwhatsgoingonwith



Melisizweanymore.Hecomeshome,bruised

andbattered,onlytotellmehesleaving.And

worstofall,Idontknowwhereto.Hee!Ifhes

cheatingonme,uzonya!Iwillleavewithmy

kidsanddemandsolecustodyofthem.He

betternotfuckwithme,Imbatshitcrazythis

timearoundandIwillnotputmylittleangelsat

risk.Imnotaboutthatlife.Ilookovertohis

sideofthebedanditsempty.Igetupandgo

sleepinmybabiesroom.Itakethembothand

puttheminmybedbecauseitsbiggerand

maketheirbottlesandsleep.Iwakeupearlyin

themorningandchangeboththeirnappiesand

feedthemtheirbottlesandsleepagain.My

phonerings.

Me:Hello?

Meli:Baby,youstillmad?

Me:Whereareyou?

Him:Italy.

Ikeepquiet.Ivealwayswantedtogothere.I



hearditsabeautifulcountrythatservesthe

bestpizzasandmacarons.

Him:Mylove?

Me:Oh.

Him:ItsforbusinessbabyandIdontknowhow

longImgoingtobeherefor.Imissyouso

much.Pleasedontbemadatme.

Me:Imnot.Wellnotanymore.

Him:Imissyou.

Me:Metoo.Andsodothetwins.They're

sleepingonyoursideofthebed.

Ihearhimsmile.

Him:Kissthemforme.Iloveyouallandyou

themost.

Igiggle

Me:Baby...youcantsaythat.

Him:Itstrue.Whodoyoulovemorebetween

meandtheboys?



Me:Theboys.

Him:Yho!

Igigglewithtearsinmyeyes.Imisshimso

muchitmustbeasin.

Him:Okayke.Inowknowwhereyourloyalties

lie.Iloveyoualoteventhoughyoudontlove

memost.

Me:Stopbeingsoextra.

Helaughs

Him:Sleepwellmybaby.Goodnight.

Me;Bye.Iloveyou.

Him:Iloveyoutoo.

AndIhangup.Ikneelbeforemybedandjustlet

myworriesgo.IgivethemuptotheAlmighty

becauseIcantbarethemanymore.Idontknow,

forsomereasonmyshouldersareheavyand

Imprayingformyhusbandsomuch.



MyalarmgoesoffandIswitchitoff.Iwakeup

anditfeelslikeImwalkingonacloud.Ifeel

lighterandreadytofacetoday.Tobehonest,

mybosscreepsthelivingshitoutofme.Idont

knowman,shessweetuBritneyIwontliebut

hereyestelladifferentstory.Behindher

seeminglyinnocentsmile,theresahidden

agendaandImyettoputmyfingeronit.

Iarriveatworkandgotomydeskandstartup.

BritneycallsmetoherofficeandIgo.

Her:Areyoutechsavvy?

Ismile

Me:NotreallyMa'am.ButItry.

Sherollshereyes.

Her:Whenwillyoustopcallingmema'am?

Me:Never.Youremyboss.Ineedtorespect

youregardless.

Shesighsandnods.



Her:Fine.Theproblemsonmycomputer,can

youhelpme?Idontwanttocallthetechguy

andwastemoneyifitsasmallissue.

Igiggleandgoover.Shemovesherchairaway

andIbendoverandlookattheproblem

Me:Doyouhaveanexternaldrive?

Her:uhm..Ithinkso...

Shestandsandslidesbehindme.Shemoans

whenshepassesbymybumandIswearshe

pausedforasecondbeforepassing.Whatis

this?Didshejustmoanatme?

[10/30,13:50]Wadz:Bonas...
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~Thando~

TherestofthedayIworktraumatised.Iso

wanttocallMelisizweandtellhimbuthis

phonesaysthenumberdoesntexist.Whatthe



flyingfuckisgoingon?UsuallywhenIcallhim

whenhesaway,heanswerssowhatsupwith

thisbull?

MydayendsquicklyandIgohometomy

babies.UMam'Thithiisbusywiththepotsand

theboysareintheirlittleplaybedplaying.SoI

guessishoulddomyweddingthings.Ive

alreadyfoundthedresses,ImhavingQueand

Erinasmybridesmaidsandtheirdressesare

ready,KamvaandKhanyassuitsareready,

Melssuitisreadyandthevenuesgood.The

cakeisbasicallydoneandsoisthefood.AllI

needtodoisgetmarried.Allofthiswouldnt

havebeenpossiblewithoutmyfriends,Suziand

Sazi,ThandiswaandMam'Naledi.Theyhelped

mesetitupnowitstimetosendoutthe

invitations.Allofthisiagoingtobeasurprise

toMeliandImsoexcited.ButnowImnotso

surebecauseofhismysteriousdeparturewith

hisbrothers.Theresaknockonmydoor,Igo

open.



Me:Hello.

Siphe:Heycanwecomein?

Iopenandtheystepin.ItsherandOlwethu,

NomsascarpullsinjustasImabouttoclose

thedoor,Iwaitforherandcloseup.

Me:Tea,coffee,juice,wine?

Nomsa:wine,doesntmatter.

Siphe:wine,white.

Olwethu:Juice.

We'reseatedintheloungeandImgivingthe

twinstheirbottles.

Siphe:Thando,Imsorry.

Ilookatherandsaynothing.WhatcanIsay?I

forgaveherlongagobutwasjustmadforthem

notreachingoutwhentheywereinthewrong.

Nomsa:Imsorry.



Olwethu:Imsorry.

Me:okay.

Siphe:IknowthatIsaidIllbehereforyou

throughthickandthinandfailedtodoso.Im

notgoingtomakeexcusesorlie,Imjustgoing

tobehonestwithyouandapologise.Itwas

wrongwhatIdidandIapologise.Butyouare

alwayswelcomeinmyhomeanydayanytime.

Ismileandnod.

Olwethu:Yourelikealittlesistertome.AndIm

sorryfornotbeingtherewhenyouneededa

shouldertocryon.I...

Shebreaksdownandcries.Nomsacomforts

herandItakeouttissuesfrommybagtogive

toher.Mam'Thithitakesthetwinstotheirroom.

IsmileatherandgohugOlwethu.Shehugsme

tighterandweallembraceinabearhug.Iwipe

mytearsandgositafterwebreakthehug.xlp

Me:Iforgaveyouguysalongtimeago.Itsokay.



ImgoodnowasyouseeImhappy,marriedand

withajob.Soimgood.

Siphe:Thankyou.Yourboysaresogrown

Me:Iknow.Theyreaspittingimageoftheir

father.

Isaywhilepouting

Nomsa:Butwithyoureyes.Theyrehandsome.

Bazobazizibethi(they'llbecharmers).

Iburymyfaceinmyhands.

Me:YhuuuSuythethasisi(Dontsaythat).

Theylaugh.

Me:Sohowareyouguys?

Them:Good.

Igiggleandsodothey.Mam'Thithibringsfood

foreveryone.Yhoshesamazing.Ismileather

andmoutha'thankyou'.Shesmilesatmeand

wedigin.

Me:Sohowsthehousewithoutyourhubbies?



Nomsa:Ijustwanthimbackalready.Their

missionmustjustendalreadyyhu.

Me:Mission?

SipheshakesherheadatNomsaandNomsa

clearsherthroat.

Nomsa:yeah,theirbusinesstrip.

Me:Oh.

~Melisizwe~

TheshipmenthasarrivedinLondonsoImon

mywaytheirtogetmyshit.Stuartisanass

shamenodoubt.Ivespentagoodweekgoing

tothedoctocheckforanynewshipmentsfrom

Africaandwasstartingtolosepatience.My

planefinallylandsandTidodrivesustowhere

mydiamondsare.Imverydiscretewhenit

comestomyillegitimatebusinessbecauseI

cantfacebeingexposed.Itwontbegoodfor

me.Iminsomefieldwaitingformydiamonds.



Theyarrivein7blackSUVs.Thepeopleinside

stepout.Ohmyshit,itsSly.Slyhasmy

diamonds.

Me:Fuck!Notthisassagain.

Kay(Khanya):Shit!Letsprepareforwar.

Kadar(Kamva):Imnotinthemoodforthiscrazy

motherfucker.

Langa:Sly.Myoldfriend.

SlyisanIrishman.Afuckinglunatic.Heliveson

impulse,hecouldtellhisguardstoshootus

nowandthewarwouldbegin.Hes

unpredictabletomanybutnotme.Ireadhis

movementsverywellandknowwhenhe'llstrike.

Butsometimeshecatchesmeoffguardtoobut

itsveryrare.

Sly:Theboysareintown.Whatsup?

Me:Youhavemypackage.



Sly:Danger,theeverstraighttalker.What

packageareyouonabout?

Me:Dontfuckwithme,youcrazybitch.You

knowwhatImonabout.Howmuchdidyouget

foritsoIcanrefundyou?

Sly:Notforsale,wellnottoyou.

SeewhyIhatethisbastard?

Me:Dontpissmeoff.Nottoday.

Sly:Congratulationsonthetwins.Adorablelittle

boys.

Hee!Hestestingme.ButIllkeepmy

composure.

Me:Thanks,mydiamonds.

Sly:Iboughtthemsotheirmine.Stuart,sold

themtomefairandsquare.

Me:Butyouknewtheyweremine.

Sly:Thatsnotthepoint.

Ilaugh.



Me:Rememberthosewords.Letsgo.

ImlividbutIhaveabetterplan.Illavenge

myselfandgetmymoney.Fuckingfoolthinks

heswon?Hereallyisoutofhismind.

Thenextfewdays,westakeoutSlys

movementsandcalls.Iknowheknowsandis

tryingtoblockusoutbutitsafutileattemptas

wehavealltheinfoweneed.TheMonday,we

gotoIrelandandhijackSlysshipment.Ithas

diamonds,cocaine,methaneand10ypung

womenreadytobesoldtothehighestbidder.

Imnotintotrafficking,thatsNelsforte.Hesa

pimpsohetakesthegirls.Imleftwiththe

diamondsandcocainewhichIselloffand

easilymakeameasly€150million(pounds).I

guesswhoeverswaitingfortheirorderwillbe

pissedoffwhenitdoesntarrive.Takewhats

minethenwatchasIstripyouofeverything.My

phonerings,Sly.



Me:Myfriend

Sly:Illfuckingkillyouyoupig.Doyouknowhow

muchdamageypuvecausedyoublackshit?

Me:Isaidgivemewhatsduetomeandyou

decidedtogetsmartwithme.

Sly:Itsnotover.

Me:Ohletthegamesbeginmyman..

Ihangup.Timetocelebratemyvictorybefore

thewarbegins.

~Thando~

Myphonepingsanditsamessagealertingme

thatR50000hasbeendepositedinmyaccount.

IhateitwhenMelisizwedoesthis.Himjust

throwingmewithmoneynx.Itrycallinghim

anditrings.

?:Hello?

Femalevoice,Britishtoo.Didnthesayhesin



Italy?

Me:Hi.MayIspeaktoMeli?

Her:Uhm...noIthinkyouvegotthewrong

number...Dee,theressomeonelookingforMeli.

Meli:Nohangupandcomehere.

Shehangsup.Heee!Thismotherfuckeriswith

anotherwoman?Inaforeigncountry?Letting

heranswerhisphone?Thentellinghertohand

up?Whatsgoingon?

IcallOlwethuaskingherwhentheguysare

comingback.Imakeupsomelieofmewanting

tosupriseMeliandnotwantingtoruinitby

asking.Shetellsmethey'lllandSaturdayandI

getready.

FridayIsendmykidstotheirgranandgive

MamThithitheweekendoff.Meandmydear

husbandhavesomeissuesthatneedtobe

ironedout.ItsFridayeveningandIhaventslept

awink.Mymindreplaysonthephonecall,



imaginingallsortsofscenariosofwhatthey

couldvebeendoingforhimtotellhertohang

uponme.Iwontcurseatherbecauseshes

innocentinallthis.Shesnotmarriedtome.Im

sittingonthechairfacingthedoor,sippingon

somevodka.IfeellikeIminafuckenJames

BondmovieandImJamesBond.Ihearacar

pullupandImguessingitshim.Heopensand

closesthedoorandhearhislightfootstepsup

thestairs.Hecomestoourroomandwalksin

andshutsthedoor.Iflickerthelamponandhe

jumpsback.

Him:Hayiman!Doyouwantmyhearttostop?

Ilookathim,carryonpuffingonthecigarette

Ivelitandsiponmycoldvodka.

Me:Sowhoisshe?

Helooksatmedumbfounded

Him:Sincewhendoyousmoke?

Me:Answermyquestion.Whoisshe?



Imcalmandcollected.Ivecriedenough,no

moretearsnow.

Him:Babywhatsgoingon?

Me:Whoisshe?

IkeepaskingthesamequestionlikeIminsane

Him:Idontknowwhatyouretalkingabout.

Me:Really?Dontlietomyface.

Him:Thando,baby,pinkpuff..

HesetsmeoffandIthrowtheglassathim.It

hitsthearmblockinghisfaceandshatterson

thefloor.Igrabthebottleanddownit.Meliis

standingthereshocked.Notutteringasingle

word.Mycrazybitchmodehasbeenactivated

anduntilheanswersme,shesheretostay.

[10/30,13:52]Wadz:Goodday...
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~Melisizwe~



Didshejustthrowaglassatme?Mypinkpuff?

Her:MelisizweMvelase,Iwillnotaskyouagain.

WHOISSHE?

Shescalmnowprobablydrainedfromallthe

yelling.Shessobeautifulwhenshesmad.

Me:Whoiswho?

Her:Thewomanwhoansweredyourphone.

Me:Myphone?

ImconfusedasFuck.Whatissheonabout?

Shestandsandgrabsherkeysandwalksout.I

runpastherandlockthefrontdoorandthen

runtothekitchenandlockthatdoortoo.

Her:Wenzani?

Shessocalmitsactuallyscary.

Me:Uyaphi?

Her:WhereIwillfindmysanity.Becauseclearly

youreouttomakemecrazyandtrustme,you

haventseenshit!



Yho!AndhereIwasthinkingSlywascrazyand

impulsive.

Me:BabyImnotcheating.Wouldntevendream

ofit.

Her:Thenwhoansweredyourphone?The

womanyoutoldtohangupandgoovertoyou?

Oooh!

Me:Charlize?Shesjusta...anaquiantance.

Her:YoumustthinkImfuckenstupid!Sothisis

whyyouwantedmetobeahousewife?Soyou

cantravelfuckingallthebitchesofthisworld

knowingyourpieceofshitwifeisathome?Rha!

Shepushespastmeandstormsupstairs.Who

isthiswomanandwhereismyThando?

Me:Pinkpuff?

Shestopsinhertracksandgivesmeadeadly

stare.Yhoiflookscouldkill,Idbedeadnow.

Sheturnsandslowlywalksmyway.HeyIstart

backingawayslowly,buthe!Imtheonewhos



themanhere,letherthrowherbestshot.This

timeImready.IwalktowardsherandIthink

sheseesmyexpressionandbacksaway.Thats

it!Goodgirl.Shebacksupagainstthedoorand

Ileanin.

Me:Firstly,youwillNEVERthrowanythingat

meagain?

Shejustlooksatme.IthinkIvemetmymatch.I

bangonthedoorwithmyfist.Shestartlesand

swallowshard.

Me:Understood?

Shenods.Notatearinsight.Thisisdefinately

notmyThando.

Her:Youdone?

Shefoldsherarms.Imstunned.

Her:YouWillNEVEREVERtellanyonetohang

uponme!Ortherewillbehelltopay.

Understand?

Ilookherintheeyeandgivehermymost



intimidatinglook.Imovecloser.

Me:What?

Shesaysnothingexceptswallowhard.

Me:Whoisthemanapha?Youorme?

Her:Whatsthat...

Me:Thando!Answermyquestion.

Sheswallowsagain

Her:You.

Me:Good.Dontyouforgetthat.

Shejustlooksatme,nowords,noemotion,just

heavybreathing.

Her:Youaresoproudthatyouneglecttosee

whatyouveturnedmeinto.

Withthatshepushesmeasideandgoestoour

roomandlocks.Sigh.

Thenextmorning,Imakeusbreakfast,itstime



thatweclearedtheair.Ihearherfootsteps

downthestairs.Shecomesintothekitchen

wearingagown,veryshortshortsandsmalltop.

Mybreathhitchesinmythroat.Damn.

Me:Morning.

Her:Hi.

Me:Comehere.

Shestandsatthedoorwayandjustlooksatme.

Me:MrsMvelase.

Sherollshereyesandgoestositonthehigh

chairs.Shelaysherheadonthekitchenisle.

Probablyhungover.Ifinishupanddishforthe

bothofus.Igiveherherplateandshejust

looksatit.Igoaroundandturnthechairaround

getinbetweenherlegs.

Me:Whatshappeninghere?

Her:Youtellme?YoulieandsayyoureinItaly

whenclearlyyounot?Some"aquintance"

answersyourphoneandyoutellhertohangup?



Hee...allIknowthatamarriagebasedon

secretsandliesneverlasts.

Shesright.

Me:Illtellyoueverythingononecondition?

Her:Whyistherealwaysconditionswithyou

whenyouhavetotellmesomething?

Isigh.

Me:Becausethistime,itwillbeatestoffaith

onourmarriage.

Breakfastisquietwithmeoccasionally

glancingherway.MaybeIshouldtellher

throughsex.Thatwayshewontbesomad?No.

Letmejustbestraightwithher.

Her:Youdonttrustmeorhavefaithinus.

Whereisthiscomingfrom?

Me:What?

Her:IsitbecauseImyoung,orwhat?



Me:Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Her:Everythingmustalwaysstartoutwith

dramaandliesbeforeyourevealsometruth.Its

quitetiringactually.

Shestandsandmakesherwaytothesink,butI

blockherpathandtaketheplatefromher.

Me:ImnotthemanyouthinkIam

Her:What?

Theconfusiononherface.

Me:Yeah,Imadruganddiamondsmuggler.

Shesaysnothingbutshockiswrittenallover

herface.

Me:Saysomethingplease.

Her:Oh.

Me:Thatsit?

Shenods.Shescalm,toocalmandIdontlikeit.

Anyoneelsewouldvepanickedandacte

differentlybutnotmydearwife.



Me:Babyplease...shout,scream,rantjustdont

bequiet.

Her:Idonthaveanythingtosay.Well,exceptfor

okay.

Me:Okay?Noquestions?

Her:Areyoualoneinthisbusiness?

Me:No.ImwithmybrothersandNelmyfriend.

Her:Howlong?

Me:10years

Her:IstheConstructionbusinessjustafront?

Me:Noitslegitimate.Startedbymyfatherand

carriedbyme.

Her:Isthatwhyyouwentoverseas?

Me:Yes.AdealwentbadandIhadtofixit.

Her:Aremykidssafe?

Me:Always.

Shenodsandwalksaway.Idontknowwhatto



makeofthis.Areweokay?Isshemad?Icant

readheremotionsanditspissingmeoff.

~Thando~

Imnotsurewhattodowiththeinformationthat

MelisjustbestowedonmebutIknowdamn

straightthatImnotgoingtoleaveme.Butwhat

bafflesmeishowhesbeenhidingsuchahuge

secretfrommeforsolong?Didhenottrustme

orwashescaredIwasgoingtofreakoutand

leave?AmIsohardtoapproachthathecant

confideinme?Imeanwhatsthepointofbeing

marriedifyouregoingtokeepsecretsfromthe

oneyouclaimtolove?Idontwanttogiveupon

us,butforhimtoratherbeendangeredanddie

insomeforeigncountrythantocomeforward

andtellmewhatshappening?Wheredoesthat

leaveme?Us?Howcanwebewhenwelack

whatsmostimportantinarelationship,

communication?Somethingwe'vestruggled



withforawhileisnowgoingtobethecauseof

ourdownfall.Anditsnotonlyusanymore,there

arekidsinvolved.Ihavetothinkforallofus

now.Mythoughtsaredisturbedbythedoor

slowlyopening,

Meli:Baby...

Ilookup.

Him:Talktome

Me:Ithinkweshouldgetdivorced.

[10/30,14:05]Wadz:Imsleepysonobonus...
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~Thando~

"No".

Me:No?

Him:No.Andthatsfinal.Whydoyoukeep

runninginsteadoffixingthis?Us?



Thismanisreallytestingme.

Me:Running?Running?Youwanttotalkabout

running?Wellhereisanexample,you!Coming

homebatteredandbruisedthenrunningoffto

anothercountrywithouttellingme.

Him:Idid!

Me:Whenyouwerealreadythere!Thatdoesnt

count!Tellme,hadtheplanecrashed

bendizothinikumamakho?Huh?Tellme!What

wouldIhavepossiblysaidtoyourmother?That

hersonisdeadinaforeigncountrythatIknow

nothingabout?Ordoessheknowaboutyour

privatebusinesstoo?WhatwouldIhavesaidto

ourchildren?HowwasIgoingtoexplainwhere

theirfatherwasandhowhegotthere?What

wasIgoingtosaytoAhlumile?What?Tellme!

Yourerecklesswenaman!Selfish!Whatabout

me?HowwasIgoingtolivewithmyself

knowingIletyougoseeingthestateyouwere

in?



Imstandingontopofthebed,screamingathim

andhesjuststandingbythedoorwithhishead

hanging.

Me:Imsofuckenmadatyourightnow.Fornot

trustingmeenoughtoletmeinanddecidefor

myself.Whenyouaskedformyhandin

marriagewhatwasitfor?HereIam,walking

proudlywithmyheadheldhighthinkingIknow

whoImmarriedtobutclearlyitssomebigfat

lie!Whatsthepointofusbeingtogetherifyou

cantlayyourlifeinmyhandsasIhavesogladly

laidmylifeinyours?Whatisthis?Whoarewe?

TearsarefallingdownmyfaceandImroughly

wipingthemawaywiththesleeveofmygown.

Me:Imsodissapointedinyou.Pleasejust...

leavemealone...letmebe.

Isighandfallonthebedandjustbreathe.He

comescloserandlaysbymysideandtakesmy

hand.Imnolongercrying,justquietandmy

throatispainingfromscreamingandshouting.



FeltgoodbutIdontlikedoingit.Idontwantto

bedisrespectfultowardsnyhusband.

Me:Iwasnevergoingtoleave,hadyoubeen

honestwithmefromthegetgo.

Isnatchmyhandawayandgotothebathroom,

insearchoflozengesandtoshower.

~Melisizwe~

Thandocomesoutwrappedinatowelandgoes

straighttothecloset.Igositthereonthecouch

andwatchherlotion.

Me:Ithasnothingtodowithtrust.Ijustwanted

youtokeeplivingwithoutsubconsciously

lookingoveryourshoulder.Iwantedyoutobe

youngandfree,notworriedaboutwhomay

harmthekidsoryou.

Her:Oryou.

Me:Icanprotectyou.Ivebeenprotectingyou.I

trustyouwithmylifeandsoulbabyandthelast



thingIwantedtodowashurtyou.YoureallI

livefor.Thesmugglingbusinesswas

somethingIwassuckedintoyearsagoandno

matterhowmuchItrytorunfromit,italways

catchesupwithme.Imsorryforgettingyou

intomymessylifebutyoucantleaveme.Ineed

youandmykids.

Istandbehindherandwrapmyarmsaround

hersmallwaistandkissheronherbare

shoulder.Shesmellsgood.

Me:ImsorryandIloveyou.

Shesmilesandturnstofaceme.Shewrapsher

armsaroundmyneckandgivesmeahug,the

towelwrappedaroundherfallingtothefloor.

Me:Promiseyouwontleave.

Her:Ipromise.Nomoresecrets?

Me:Nomore.

Iwrapmyarmsaroundhertighterandkissher

somemoreonherneck.



Wipingmytears,Ikissheronherlipsandsmile

downather.

Me:Yourequitethedramaqueen.

Her:Youbestbelieveit.Imamothernowand

wife,mykidscomefirst.

Me:Haibo!Whataboutme?

Her:Youtoonje.

Ismileandlookathernakedness.

Her:Ijustshowered.

Me:So?

Sherollshereyesandturnsaround.

Her:Youknow,whenyousaid,younottheman

Ithinkyouare,Ithoughtyouweregoingtosay

youregay.

Iburstoutlaughing.Haibo?

Her:YoulaughnowbutIwasalreadypanicking,



thinkingaboutallthegoodsexthatwasgoing

togofrommylife.

Iminstitches.Theresmypinkpuff.

Me:Well...Iloveyourvaginatoomuchtobe

gay.

Her:Pity,itwouldveexplainedyourobsessive

behaviourtowardsmyass.

Ilaughoutloud.

Me:Isitwrongofmetowantoexploreallyour

availableholes?

Sheletsoutahugelaugh.

Her:Yho!

Me:Andbesides,theresjustsomethingabout

yourassthatmakesmelosefocus.

Igrabherbumandshesqueals.Withmyleft

hand,Ipullherclosertomeandwiththeother,

moveitaroundandplaywithhernookie.She

throwsherheadbackandmoans



Her:Fuckmesenseless...

AndthatsexactlywhatIintendtodo..

~Thando~

ImlisteningtoMelisizwesheartbeatandhis

softsnores.Iwonderhowheendedupwhere

heisnow?DoIdaretoevenaskhim?Tobe

honest,mylifeisforeverchangedfromthis

pointon.IwishIdidntknow.Butkenothing

stayshiddenforever

Him:Whatswrongbaby?

Me:Nothing.Sleep.

Him:Talktomemyangel.

Me:Imscared.

Him:ButImprotectingyounje.

Me:Canyouletmefinish?

Hehuffsandnods



Me:Idontdoubtyouprotectingus.Ihaveno

reasonandwillnever.Imscaredforyou.What

ifsomethinghappenstoyou?Icantloseyou

baby.Notnow,notever.Iloveyoumadalawam

andlosingyouwillbethedeathofme.Dont

makemedieplease

Him:Imfinenje.

Me:Butwhosprotectingyou?

Him:You!

Me:How?

Him:Byprayingforme.

Igiggle

Me:HowdoyouknowIprayforyou?

Hesmilesandshrugs

Him:Icanfeelit.

Ismileandshifttolayontopofhim,kissinghis

torso.

Me:Tellmeaboutyourself



Him:Haiboyouknoweverythingaboutmenje

Me:No.Theotherguy.

Helaughs.

Him:Oh...Hi.ImDanger.

Me:Danger?WhyDanger?

Him:Imaloosecanon.Iactonimpulseand

anger.Itsfrommyyoungerdays.Whenthisguy

threatenedmyfamilyandIshothim.

Igasp

Him:Onhisleg.Kneecap.

Heburstsoutlaughing.Idontknowwhetherto

joininorrunforthehills.Laughterwins

becauseIfindnyselfcrackingup.

Me:AndIthoughtImcraycray!

Imlayingonthecarpet,eatingpizzaand

drinkingwinewithmyman.Iminheaven.

MondayseventscometomindandIfindmyself



laughing.

Him:Whatsfunny?

DoIdaretellhim?No.Thenthatwillgivehim

goodreasonformetostopworking.NopeIll

handleBritneymyself.

Him:Imstillwaiting.

Me:TheyshouldvecalledyouKiller.Causeyou

bekillingmypussyman!Yhuuyamtyaumntu

MelisizweMvelaseandinabhongo.(Youcan

chowmeshame.Wow!)

Helaughssohardeventhrowinghisheadback.

IveneverheardMelisizwelaughlikethisandI

loveitthatitsmemakinghimlaughlikethis.

Gooddiversion.

Him:HaiboPinkpuff?

Me:Yeah.IcanstillfeelyouwhenIsitorwalk

orlaugh.Yhonomore.We'regoingcelibate.

Him:Yhu!Never.Umnandikangaka(youtoo

delicious)!



Igiggleandblush.TothinkIwasabouttoleave

thismannotsolongago.

Istraddlehimandstartgrindinghim.

Him:Yourestarting.

Me:CantIdanceformyman?

Him:ooowi!Herecomesmyrider.Bytheway

youowemenewJeans.

Istop

Him:Dontstop

Me:No.Howmanyunderwearsofminehave

youtorn?Dressestoo?Yhuunever!

Him:ButIalwaysreplacethem

Me:Onlytoripthemapartagain.

Hechuckles.Thenstopsandlooksmedeepin

myeyes.

Him:Promisenomorerunning?

Me:Nomorerunning.



Him:Pinkyswear?

Igiggleandlockmypinkywithhisandnod

Me:Pinkyswear.

Him:Good.Nowwhatwereyousayingabout

thataddictivepussy?

Ismileandbitemybottomlip.Makeupsex

withMelisizwethough..

[10/30,14:06]Wadz:Goodmorning...
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~Melisizwe~

ItsearlySundaymorningandIcantsleep.

Thandoswordshauntme.Icouldvediedand

shewouldnthaveknownshit.Ormykids

wouldvebeenkidnappedandwherewouldthat

haveputus?

Her:Sleepmybaby.

Ipullherincloserandclosemyeyes.Ireally



wasselfishthustimearound.Leavingherinthe

darktofacemysinsalone.Shewouldvehated

meforlifeIknowit.Whatwouldshehadsaidto

mymother?Whatwouldmyfamilyhavesaidto

her?

Her:Nanawam?

Me:Hmm?

Her:Whatswrong?

Me:Cantsleep.Imthinkingaboutwhatyousaid.

AndImsorrybaby.

Her:Itsokay.Youhadyourreasons

Me:Butstill.Letmemakeituptoyou?

Sheturnsoverandlaysonmychest

Her:Youdid.Alot.

Ilaugh.

Me:Notlikethat.Likeinaproperway.Takeyou

outorsomething?

Her:Youdonthaveto.



Me:Please.

Her:Okay.Nothingfancy.

Theressilencebetweenus.

Her:Tatabo?

Me:Mm?

Her:CanIaskonelastquestionregardingthe

otherside?

Me:Youcanaskasmanyasyoulike.

Her:Well...doyou..uhm...eish...

Me:Goaheadbaby.

Her:Idontknowhowtoask.

Me:Justsayitlikeitis.

Shesighsandkissesmytorso.Hersoftlips

againstmyhardchestmakesmesmile.She

kisseswherethetattoois.

Her:Doyouhavetrackersandstuffonmeand

thekids?



Me:Yes.

Shesitsup.

Her:Really?

Me:Ofcourse.

Her:Onourclothesandstuff.

Me:Uhm...kindof.

Her:ohokay.

Silence.ImsureThandoisveeycuriousabout

myotherlifebutdoesntknowhowtoaskandI

dontwanthertoknowtoomuch.It'llcausea

riftbetweenus.IlltakehertoTableMountain

forthedayandletusenjoyeachothers

companybeforegoingbacktoworktomorrow.

Imsotired,andThandossleepingpeacefully

besideme.

~Thando~

ThetimewespendatTableMountainis



phenomonal.HehadMiCasacomeplayforus

andIwasbeyondhappy.Idancedwithandfor

him,laughedandjusthadacarefreedaywith

myman.Itwasincredible.Justfortoday,I

wasntThandothemom,orwife,orcareer

woman.IwasjustmeandIlovedit.Butnowits

timetoburstthebubbleandfocusonthenow.

ThelifeIhave.WhoknewIdbeagangsters

wife?Hayimylifeisjustfilledwithdramaandit

seemsthatitsnotabouttoendsoon.Melitold

methattheirmomdoesntknowandtheydlike

tokeepitthatway.SoIguessitwasjustme

andhismombutnotanymore.Ilookoverto

himandthinkabouthowfarwe'vecometoget

whereweareandIwishwecouldstaylikethis

forever.Butlifeisnotsetupthatway,soits

besttoenjoythehighsanddealwiththelows.I

stretchoverandbrushhisthigh.Takinghis

hand,Ikissthebackandlayitonmyfaceand

closemyeyesforacoupleofseconds,inhaling

hisintoxicatingcologne.



Him:Somebodyisinlove.

Me:Iam.

Him:Iguessthatmakestwoofus.Only

differenceis,Ikeepfallingformypersonwith

everydaythatpasses.

Iblushsohard.Howcute.Wegethomeand

we'regreetedbytheboysandMam'Thithi.

Me:Himamzo.

Her:Hibaby.

Me:Takeoutokay?

Her:yesyhu!

IgiggleandgotothebedroomwhereIfind

Melisizwewalkingaroundshirtless.Igoover

andkisshusbarechest.Hisbodyjustexcites

mewheneverIlookatit.Hestheultimatedark

chocolatedippedincaramel.

Me:Imgettingatattooonmyass..

Him:Never!Anywherebesidesmychowbunnies.



Ilaughatthenameheuses.WhatcanIdoto

him?Thenamesthough

MyphoneringsanditsThandiwe.Ilookoverto

Melireadingthenewspaper.Grabbingmy

phoneIruntothebathroomandlock.

Me:Mah?

Her:Heycanyoutalk?

Me:Kancinci.

Her:We'rereadytogofornextweekend.

Me:Thankyou.Illjustneedadiversion.Howis

BlessingandAmor?

Her:Theymissyoualot.Oh..heresAmor.

Amor:Hellosisi.

Me:Mybaby.Mylove.

Her:Whydontyoucomehereanymore?Where

aretheboys?



Me:Illcometomorrowandbringtheboys.They

missyou,Imissyousomuch.Iloveyou.

Blessing:Loveyou.

Me:Heyboo.Loveyoutoonana.

Amor:loveyoutoobye.Seeyoutomorrow.

ThecallcutsandIpeethengobacktohim.

Him:Andthen?

Me:Nothing.JustThandiandthekids.We're

sleepingtheretomorrow.

Hegivesmethesideeye.

Him:Why?

Me:Haibo?TheymissusandIneedtotalkto

Thandi.

Him:About?

Isigh.Theinterrogation

Me:Life,love,sex,justamotheranddaughter

bondingsession.Icecream,cookies,cake,fatty



foods.

Him:Mmmm...

Heshiftsandpinsmedownonthebed.Him

andIarenosetonose.

Him:Ifyouevercheatonme,Illkillyourlover

andlockyouinthishouse.Youhear?

Hethinkshefrightensme.

Me:YesMelisizwe.

Isayannoyed.WhywouldIcheat?Thatsjust

unnecessarypressureandMelisizwealready

doesmetoogoodandhard.

Him:Imbeingserious.

Me:Iknow.Yousocutewhenyourejealous.

Ipeckhimandbitehisbottomlipandpull.

Me:Yourlipsaresosoft.

Him:Itsbecausetheyrebeingbittenandsucked

andpulled.



Me:Illstopthen.

Him:Ididntsayso..

Me:mmmm...suka,uyasinda(moveyoure

heavy)!

Him:Nomidnightsnack?

Me:Yhu.Ha.anoImbeyondtired.

HemovesandIcurlupandpassout.

ItsWednesdayandImworkinghalfday

becausethebosssaidsosinceshewasgoing

toJhbtosubmittheauditsIhaddone.Mybaby

callsme

Me:Tatabo?

Him:ComeImwaiting.

Me:okay.

Icamewithhimtoworkthismorning.IwishI

didnt.Iwantedtousetodayasanoppotunityto

gocheckonproceedingsathismomshouse.I



walkdownstairsandtohiscar.Hewhistles

whenheseesmeandIblush,catwalking

towardshim.WhenIgettohim,Ispinforhim,

givinghimafullviewofwhatbelongstohim.

Him:Damnmamie.

Me:Iknow.Bestbeonyourbestbehavious

becausethisbootybedrivingmencrazy.

Hechucklesandpullsmetohim.Grabbingmy

bum,hepinsmybodyonhisandleansinfora

kiss.

Him:Noonebutmegetstotastethis.Likeyou

oncesaid,thatpussyismine.

Hekissesmesosweetlyandpullsaway.He

smacksmybum,makingmeyelpandopensmy

door.Hereallyispossesiveoverme,itslikeIm

hisfavouritedrug.Hegetsinhissideandwe

driveoff.

Him:Youhungry?

Me:No.



Hegivesmethesideeyeandsaysnothing.

Instead,hekissesmyhandanddrivesoutof

CapeTowntowardsStellies.Andthen?Weare

headedforHelshoogtebuthemakesaturninto

theforestanddrivesin.Itsquitefarandvery

greenandpeaceful,Ilikeit.Butinthesame

note,Imscared.Whyishetakingmehere.We

stopinthemiddleofnowhereandhegetsout.

Anothercarpullsupbehindusandadark,buff

mandressedinasuitcomesout.Melisizwe

comestomysideandopensmydoor.He

bendsandchangesmyheelswithsneakersand

givesmeheadphones.

Him:Letsgo.

Idontknowwhattomakeofthis.Im

intimidatedbyallofthisbutIhavetobestrong.

Icantshowmyselfasweak.

Him:Alwaysaimforthehead.Itsdoordie.Kill

orbekilled.Itsthatsimple.



Ihuffandlifttheheavygunandaimitatthe

headofthepuppet.Onethingrunsthroughmy

mind:mykids.Iimaginethepuppetholdingmy

kidsandIjustloseit.Imshootingwithfocus,

withapangofinsanityrunningthroughmy

mind.Idontdareflinchorblink.Focusand

agility.

Him:Baby?

Iturntohim

Him:Wow!Evershotbefore?

Me:No.

Him:Wellthatwasproshit.

Hepicksmeupandspinsmearound.Igiggle

likealittleschoolgirl.Theeffecthehasonme?

Crazy.Theotherguyissmilingtoo.Hessocute.

DefhookhimupwithErin.Onceheletsgoof

meIgoovertotheotherguy.

Me:Hi.

Him:HelloBossLady.



Me:No,Thando.NotBossLady.Notnow,not

ever.

Hesmilesandnods

Him:Tido.

Iextendmyhandandheshakesit.

Me:HowlongyouveknownDanger?

Hesmiles

Him:5years.

Me:Wow.Solong?

Henods

Me:Youmarried?

Thequestionburstsoutofmymouth.

Hesmilesandshakeshishead.

Me:Why?

Him:Uhm...Haventmettherightgirl.

Inod.ThenlookoveratMeliwhosshooting

straightwithfocus.



Me:Wow.Sothisiswhatyoutwodo?

Henods

Him:Yesma'am.

Me:Oh.Here,Iwanttoseeyoushoot.

Hetakesthegunandshootsfromwherewe're

standing,pastMelisizweontothedummy.Im

stunned.MelisizweturnsandfrownsandIstick

mytongueoutathim.Hesmiles

Tido:Inthislife,onlyafewpeoplefindtruelove.

Me:Nope.Onlyifyouletitfindyouanddont

forceit,everyonecanfindit.

Him:Notlikeyoutwo.

Me:Wewerentlikethisbefore.Butthen,wejust

letwhatwefeeltakeoverandthatshowwe're

sohappy.

HenodsandifImnotmistaken,takesnote.

~Melisizwe~



Istretchoutmybody.Fredisstandinghighand

proud,allthatsneededismydearestwife.

Whereisshe?Igetupandwalktothe

bathroom,nothere.Strange.Thehouseisso

silent.MybiggestfearcomestomindandI

grabmygunfromunderthedressingtableand

goout.Iwalktothekidsroom,noone.

Mam'Thithisroom,noone.Igodownstairsand

theresnotasinglesoul.Buttheresanote

'Goneoutforicecream.Didntwanawakeya.

Breakfastsinthemicro.Weloveyou'.Theres

also4littlehandsonthepaper.Howcute.

IcallTidowhosurprisinglyisntanswering.Hee?

Icallmybrothers.They'realsonotpickingup.

Thefuck?Isitandeatmybreakfastthengo

upstairsandshower.WhenIcomeoutIhave8

missedcallsfromdad,momandmybrothers.I

calldad

Dad:Melisizwe.Getherenow.

Me:Whatswrong?



Him:Notimetoexplain.Comenow.

Hehangsup.Mustbehectic.Iwearcasual

clothesandrushhome.Therearealotofcars

parkedoutside.Shit.Didsomeonedie?Irunto

thefrontdoorandopen.Itssobeautifulinside.

Whatsthis?

Mama:Melisizwe.Yhuuyalalasuka(youcan

sleepyhu).

Me:Hehake!Whatdidyoucallmefor?

Her:Notimetoexplaingoupstairs.

Tidocomesthroughandtakesmeupstairs

Me:Bra

Him:Boza.

Igetintomomsroomandmybrotherspullme

in,dressingmeintoasuit.Itsquiteafight

becausetheyarepushingandpullingme.They

sitmedownandLangabrushesmybeardand

combsmyhair.SometimesIthinkhesgay

causehecanstylehairshame.



Me:Whatsgoingon?

Them:Notime.

Theytakemedownstairsandwewalkthrough

totheoutsudeareawherefindalotofpeople

seatedandlookingatme.Theresthepastor

thereandKhanyaandKamvastandingthere

too.Istandtheretoo.Wait,isthishappening

now?Todaysmyweddingday?

[10/30,14:07]Wadz:IfuckenhateVodacom.

4thtimepostingnow...
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~Thando~

EttaJames-AtLastinstrumentalscomeon,

thatsmyque.Davidisstandingbesidemewith

puffyeyes.Hesbeencryingeversincehesaw

meinmydressbutitsnothingcomparedto

whenIaskedhimtogivemeaway.Heballed

fordays.Malumesaidhecouldntmakeitas



OluhlewasgraduatingfromUoFS.Yeahshe

transferredtheresometimebackbutthatsa

storyforanotherday.

IinhaleandstartwalkingwithDavidholdingmy

hand.AssoonasIstepoutandturnthecorner,

Melismiles.Therearetearstumblingdownhis

faceashisattemptatwipingthemfails.Thisis

it.Wefinallyhavingourwedding,tieingtheknot

andproclaimingourloveforeachother.I

wantedthistobeasurprisesowhateverhe

sayshemeans.Becausemyvowsarejustas

unplannedashis.Iwalkmindingmystepasmy

eyesareblurredfromthetears.Ifinallyreach

thealterandthankDavid.Melitakesmyhand

andsmilesatme.Histearshavefinallystopped

buthissleeveissoaked.Gosh.

Him:*whispering*youresobeautifulandsneaky

too.

Igiggleandblowakissathim.

Thepastorproceedesandthenitsoutturnfor



thevows.Shit,mefirst.

Me:MelisizweMvelase,Tatawabantwanabam,

themanwhoholdsmyheartandsoul,todayI

givemyalltoyoutoholdandkeepforever.I

promisetobehereforyouthroughthickand

thin,throughthebadandthegood,toloveyou

evenwhenImangry,tocareforyou,tofeedyou,

holdusdownwhenthingsgetrough,toplace

mylifeinyourhandstotakecareofus.We've

beenthroughhellandmadeitthroughbecause

hereweare.YoumakemesmilewhenIdont

wantto,blushwhenImnotinthemoodandfall

foryouevenwhenIdontwanttotalktoyou.I

loveyouandpromisetodosountiltheendof

time.

Pastor:Yho!Suchpowerfulwords,willyoube

abletofollowndoda?

Melismilesandihandhimatissue

Hin:Pinkpuffyam,



Goshthisname.Heclearshisthroat.

Him:Thandolwam,mybeginningandend.

WheredoIbegintoexplainwhatifeelforyou?

YoulovedmeevenwhenIcouldntlovemyself.

YouwerethereformewhenIpushedyouaway

andheldmecloser.IthoughtIwasntdeserving

ofyouandIstilldo.Youmakemeabetterman

andlearntolove.Iloveyouandonlyyouwithall

thatIamandwilleverbe.IthankGodeveryday

forbringingyoubacktome,becauseIhonestly

wouldstillbelostwithoutyou.Thankyoufor

thebeautifulboysyouveblessedmewithandI

hopethatwe'llhavemoresomedaysoon.Youre

allthatIliveforandcontinuetolivefor.Without

you,Imlifeless.Iwillmakeyoumadand

sometimescry,buttrustmeIdontmeanto.I

willprotectyoualwaysandevenwhenIfailto,

Illtryharder.Ipromisetobefaithfultoonlyyou,

tosharemyhopesanddreamswithyou,

supportyouinyourfutureendeavoursandwipe

awayanytearsyoumayhave.IloveyouThando



lwamforeverevenintotheafterlife.

Pastor:Yho!Hayitheresnothingleftformeto

sayexceptformayIhavetheringsplease.

Amorhandsustherings,lookingsocuteinhis

littletuxedo.Soadorable.

Pastor:Repeatafterme

Withthisring,IThandokaziNqumbo,promise

toloveandhonourourmaritalcommitment

untiltheendoftime.

IrepeatandslideMelisringinandhedoesthe

same.Thenthepastorsayswecankiss.You

shouldveseenMelisizwe.Itwaslikehecouldnt

wait,thewayhepulledmeinandkissedmefor

thelongesttime,forgettingthattherewere

otherpeoplewatching.Thepastorclearshis

throatandIpushhimback,onlyforhimtobite

mybottomlip.Heeyho!

Pastor:Yhu!IgiveyouMrandMrsMvelase.



Atthetable,Melisizweisbeingsonaughtyyhu.

IfhesnottryingtofingermeinmylongA-line

dress,hesbitingmeear,kissingmycheek,

whisperinginmyeartellingmehowbadlyhe

wantsme,bitingmybottomlip.Yhuubusyman!

Me:Youknowtherearelittlekidshere?

Him:So?Letthemseewhattruelovelookslike.

Ishakemyheadandjustsmile,givingup.

Him:Letsditch.

Me:Noitsourwedding.It'llberudeofustojust

upandgo.

Him:Exactly.ItsOURwedding.Wecandowhat

wewant.

Me:Soyoudontwanttohavethefirstdance

withme?Oranything?Justmypussy?MxmI

dontknowwhyItrywhenclearlyImjustasex

toyandbabymakingmachine.

IstandupandaskQambatothebathroom.

WhycantmeandMelijustbehappywithout



fighting?Justonedayinthewholefuckenyear?

Ihuffandgototheroomandchange.

~Melisizwe~

Sigh...whatcanIsay?

Mama:Whatsgoingon?Whyareyoutwo

frowning?

Me:Nothingwecantfix.

Mama:Wellfixitfast.Shewentalloutforyou,

dontbeselfishandruinitforher.Thisisher

firstwhitewedding,doallittakestomakeher

happy.Okay?

Inod.Shesright.Ineedtostepupnow.Igetup

andgolookforher.Shesnotinthebathroom

butluckilyIbumpintoQue

Me:Hey.Thando?

Her:Hi.Uhm...bedroomIthink.ThefirstoneI

think.



Me:Thanx.

Shesmilesandwalksoff.Iknockonthedoor

andopen.Sheswearingashorterwhitedress

thatdrawsoutherbeautifulshape.Mywoman

kodwa.

Me:Hi.

Her:Hey.Canyouzipmeup?

Iwalkoverandzipherup,kissingheronher

bareshoulder.

Me:Youlookbreathtaking.Thankyouforallof

this.ImhappythatyouremineandImsorryfor

beingselfish.

Her:Itsokay.

Me:Itsnot.YouremywomanandIshoulddo

whateverittakestoputyoufirst.

Shesmilesandhugsmetightly.

Her:Ilovehowyourarmswraparoundme.

Me:Theyweremeantforyou.



Shegigglesandblushes,hidingherfaceinmy

chest.

Her:Ohno!

Ilookdownatherandshrug.

Her:Istainedyourbeautifulshirt.

Me:Itsokay.Aslongastheyfromyou.Letsgo

andenjoyourweddingPinkpuff.

Shesmiles

Her:Iguessthisnameisheretostay.

Inodandwrigglemyeyebrows.Sheshakesher

headandgoestotheclosetandcomesoutwith

anothershirt.Itsniceman,blackwithprintson

itandGuccishoestomatch.Iquicklychange

andlookatmyself.Shetakesoutherphone

andtakesafewselfiesofus.Posinginallsorts

ofpositions,wellImmainlyjuststandingand

smilingwhilesheturnsthiswayandthatway

andholdsme.ItsalotbutIloveit.Wethen

walkout,handinhandandsmiling.



Itsfinallytimeforourfirstdance,andIknow

ThandocanmovesoImsortedunlikeYonela

wherewehadtopractisealotjustsoshecan

gettheslowdanceright.Icantbelievethisis

myfirstdancewithThando,consideringthisis

oursecondmarriageandalsospontaneous.I

wonderwhatsongshechose,butitdoesnt

matter,aslongasthesongsayswhatsinour

heartsright?

Boys2Men-ColorofLovecomesonandmyface

splitsintoashit-eatinggrin.Thandoreally

listenstome,IoncetoldherImahugefanand

heresheis,playingoneoftheirsongs.We

makeourwaytothedancefloorandIholdher

closetome,thenstartmoving.Sheeasily

followsmylead,layingherheadonmychest.

Me:Iloveyoubaby.

Her:Iloveyoutoo.

Me:Noyoudontunderstand,butsomedayyou



will.Iwilllaymylifeforyou.

Shesmilesandatearescapeshereye,Iwipeit

awaythenkisshersodelicately.Myfavourite

partofthesongcomesonandIfindmyself

singingtoher

"SogirlIwanttothankyou

Icantthankyouenough

Forshowingmethemeaning

Themeaningoftruelove

(WhenIwaslostandsoinneed,youopenedup

yourheart)

(WhenIneededyoutocomfortme,youopened

upyourarms)

(Icouldntfaceantherday,yousaiddontbe

afraid)

Youshowedmyheartthe,showedmetheway



Iknowthecolouroflove

Itlivesinsideofyou

Iknowthecolouroftruth

Itsintheimageofyou

Ifitcomesfromtheheart

Thenyouknowthatitstrue

Itwillcolouryoursoullikearainbow

Andthecolourofloveisinyou"

Bynowshewaspracticallysobbingandsowas

I.WhatIfeelforThandocannnotbefakedor

force.NowIunderstandwhatShakespeare

meantwhenhewrotesonnet116,becausein

thismoment,asIgazeintomywomans

beautifulgreeneyes,Ifeelsomething

unexplainablebuildinginsideofmeand

consumingme.



~Thando~

Theweddingcouldnthavegoneanybetter.I

guessmeandMelisminiargumentiswhat

madethedayspectacularbecausehekindof

changed.Hebecamesofterandloving.Idont

knowhowtodescribeitbutitwaslikehe

becamesomeoneelse,amanIvealways

thoughthecouldbe.Sosoftandlovingand

warm,itmakesmegiddy.

HeyIshouldgocheckonmybabies.HereIam,

enjoyingmyselflikeanewlywedwithno

responsibility.Gettingup,Imakemywayto

Simsroomupstairsandtomysurprisethere

aretwobigmenguardingthedoor,shakingmy

headIopenthedoor.Theyresleepingso

soundly,allofthem.Mam'Thithiisalsoresting

withAmorandJai(Ahlumile)onherlap.How

sweet.Iclosethedoorandsmileatthetwo

gentlemen.

Me:Hi.



Theynodandlookahead.Wow!Somuch

hostility.

Myfeetarekillingme,Ithinkflatswilldo.Igoto

Melisoldroominsearchforpumpsorsandals.

Igotomybagandsearchforthem.OnceIfind

them,Isitonthebedandtakemystrapheels

off,slowlybecauseitfeelslikemyfeetare

gluedtothem.Ouch!Myphonevibratesunder

meandItakeitout.Itsamessage.Openingit,

itreads

'Cantwaittohavethatjuicypussyinmymouth.

Justthethoughtofitmakesmeloseallsenses.

Enjoyyourweddingwhileitlasts,becauseIm

comingforyouandIintendtomakeyoucum.'

Itsfromaprivatenumber.Fuck.Whocouldthis

be?
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~Thando~

Anothermessagecomesthrough.

'Youlooksodamnfineinthatshortdress.You

reallyareabeautifulwomanandIwillloveyou

betterthanhecan.Youjustneedtoseeitand

soonyouwill.'

Whatthefuck.Melisizwecomesinandhis

smilefadeswhenheseesmine.

Him:Whatswrongbabe?

Isighandshowhimthemessages.

Me:Idontknowwhothiscouldbe.

Melisizwecrushesmyphonewithhishand.

Fuck.HeattemptstoleavebutIpullhimtome

shakingmyhead.

Me:Babyno.Pleasenottoday.Itsourspecial

day.Dontletthisruinit.

Him:Thando!Someonejustthreatenedus.Our

union.Ourmarriage.HowcanItakethatlightly?



Tellme!

Hesbarkingatmeandasscaryasheis,Ineed

tostandmyground.

Me:Theresalwaystomorroworyoucanask

someonetotracethemessages.Calmdown

please.Therearepeoplehere.

Hehuffsandcloseshiseyes.Whenheopens

them,theyrecoldanddistant.Hisexpression

changestosomethingIdontrecogniselikea

monsterofsomesort.

Me:Melisizwe.Bhuti.

Helooksatmewithsomuchhostility,Im

actuallygettingscared.Ithinkhecanseethe

fearinmyeyesbecauseheshakeshishead

andcomesbacktome.

Him:Illsortitoutandsoon.Whohasthis

number?

Me:JustclosefriendslikeQambaandErinand

family.



Henodsandpullsmein.Hekissesmewithso

muchpassionandlonging,pullingusbothto

thenow.

Him:Dontbescaredofme.Iwonthurtyou.

Inod,notknowingwhattosay.

Itslaterintheeveningandthewedding

festivitieshavenotdieddownasIhoped.Meli

andIarebookedintooneofHiltonHotelsin

JHBsowe'regettingreadytoleave.Thetwins

willbewithMam'Thithiattheparentshouse.Im

soexcitedtogowithmybooandjusthaveloud,

wild,drunkandhappysex.Ididntgivehimthe

wholeweekandnowitstimetomakeup.Yeah,

youmaysaythatMeliandIhavesextoomuch

butisntthathownewrelationshipsare?Iwant

tospendtherestofmylifemakingsweetdivine

lovetomymanandI'mstartingtoday.

Him:Baby...Pinkpuff?Wherewereyounow?



Me:Justthinking.

Him:Nothingsgoingtohappentoyouorusor

thekids.Illprotectyou.

Ilookathimconfused

Me:Huh?

Him:Themessage?

Me:oh!HaIevenforgotaboutthat.AndMr,

Isaykissinghim

Me:You*kiss*owe*kiss*me*kiss*a*kiss*

new*kiss*phone*kiss*.

Heblushessosweetly.Whoeversaidmendont

blushclearlyhasntseenamaninlove.

Him:Okay.IllgetyouoneMonday.

Me:Okay.ButIdontwantanIphone.Iwanta

SamsungNote.Whichevernoteitis,Illtake.

Him:Okay.

Me:AndmakesureIgetallmypicsback,save



mymemorycard.

Him:Okay.

Me:Canyoustopsayingokay?

Him:Okay.

Webothlaughandheholdsmyhand.Wereon

ourwaytoJoburgandImsogiddyintheinside.

ImbeyondexcitedandIrefusetothinkabout

themessages.Melipullsmeincloserand

kissesthesideofmyhead.Iguessthe

messagesgottohim.Butwhatgoodwouldit

havedoneifIhiditfromhim?

~Melisizwe~

Imbeyondpissed,whointheirrightmind

threatensme?Ivebeentoonicefortoolong

now.ButIdontwanttogobacktothatmonster

Iwasbefore,Ivemadetoomuchprogresswith

mypsychiatristtogobacktherenow.Ihavea

familytothinkof,awifetoloveandkidsto



watchgrowup.Ihavetobecarefuloralotof

bloodwillbeshed.

'BABY...'

IlookupandThandoissulkingbetweenthe

bathroomdoorandbedroom.Iminbedandon

mylaptoptryingtocodeKhanyasohecantrack

thenumberbuthecant.Itsuntraceable.So

clearlythispersonisnoamateurtothis.

Me:Nana.

Her:Itsourtime.Timetobondandlaughand

beMeliThando.Putthataway.

Me:Onesecond...

Her:No...

Me:PleasesoIcanmoveonfromthisand

focusonuscompletely.

ShehuffsandIcarryontypingandlookingat

thestreamlinesandcodestryingtocatchthe

culprit.Fuck!Ipushthelaptopdownbecause

Thandoisonenaughtygirlthatneedstobe



punished.

Me:Baby...I...

Shetakesmedeeperinhermouth.

Me:Fine...

Iputmylaptopawayandletthepleasuretake

over.Itssogoodanddelicious.Theresanother

factorinplaythatIcantputmyfingeron.Its

likealittle...mmmm...ball...okayIlltalklater

Im..ooo!

Me:Baby....aaah...fuck...Pinkpuuuuuuuffffff!

Aaaaaaarrrdamn.

Ibustinhermouthandsheswallows.My

naughtywoman.Shesmilesandsticksouther

tongue.Woah!Atonguering?Sincewhen?

Her:Lovemynewtoy?

Inod.

Me:Sincewhen?

Her:Longago.Justneverworeitbecause



mamasaiditmakesmelooklikeawhore.

Ilaugh

Me:Youcanbemywhoreanyday.

Her:SoyoulikeitwhenImnaughty?

Sheclimbsupandtrailskissesup.Imsmiling

likeanidiotmygirlthough.Shegetstomy

nipplesandgentlybiteseachofthem.Oo!Wow!

Strangely,thatfeltgood.Shefinallymovesto

mylipsandbitesmybottomlip.

Her:Iloveyourlips,they'resoftandso...mmm..

Shegrindsherbodyonmeandthatalone

makesFredstand.

Bysomemiracle,Ifellasleeplastnightandnow

itsmorning,istretchoutandtheothersideof

mybediscold.Wheresmybride?

Me:Thando?

Theressilence.Ijumpoutofbedandgolook



forherinthebathroom,shestherebrushingher

teethswayingherhipsinfrontofthemirror.

Sheturnstomeandfrowns.Shecarrieson

brushingherteethandIgohugherfrombehind,

kissingher.

Me:Youshoweredwithoutme?

Shesaysnothingexceptshrug,spitsoutand

rinseshermouth.

Me:Wellke,Iguessyou'llhavetorepeat.

Her:Babe,Imonmyperiod

Me:Okay.

Itakemyhanddowntohercoochieanddipmy

finger.Shit,shessoakingwet,bendingherover

thebathroomsink,andslidemypenisin.She

gasps

Her:Mkhonto...Bhuti...

ThatswhatIwanttohear,holdingherwaist,I

startmovingfastandhard,Iwanttomakeher

sweatsosheshowerswithmeagain.Shes



pantingandscreamingandbegging,whileI

gruntandpant.YeerInever,inmylife,thought

Idbeaddictedtosex.Nowonderthatcunt

wantstofuckher.

Her:Oooow!MELIIIII...

Shecums,showeringmeandIshootintoher.

Her:Haibo!Andthen?

IfinallyreleaseafterIvedeflatedandletgoof

her.Myhandsareimprintedonherwaist.Fuck,

Iheldontootightly

Me:Imsorry!Ijustlostcontrol

Her:Damnstraightyoudid.Nowyouhaveto

makeupforit.ShejumpsonmeandIcatchher.

Puttingherbackagainsttheshowerwall,I

gentlyinsertmyerectmaninsideofher.When

lastdidImaketeeth-grinding,back-scratching

lovetomywife?ItstimeItakeitslow.

Her:Faster...

Isilenceherwithakissandstartmoving,inand



outofher,herwarmthholdingmypenislikea

gloveasIstrokemyselfinher.Shesamuse,a

paintingtobehold,apitcuretokeep.Sheallures

me,mysafehaven,mycomforter,myshelter.

Hersweetmoansnarrowlyescapingherlips,I

turnontheshowerwatertocoolusoffinthis

heatedmoment.Thewateriswarmlikeher

bodyandsteaminglikehersweetcoochie.Her

legstremblearoundmywaist,shewantstolet

gobutIholdherfirmlyinplace.

Me:Letgo,cumforme...

ShemoansgaspingasIhitherharder.

Me:Saymyname...

Shesscratchingmyback,signallingshesclose

Me:Callformebaby...

Her:Melisizwe...

Me:Again

Her:Melisizwe..



Me:Louder...

Shescreamsmyname

Her:MelisizweMvelase!

Onethingaboutmywoman,shedoesntcum

silently,sheleavesamark,anecho.Ihissher

nameinherearasmyreleaseimplodesinher.

~Thando~

Yhoha.a!ImgratefulthatmeandMelisizwe

postponedourhoneymoonorIdbepregnant

again.Themanknowshowtofuckvha?Ihad

tobegforustogoout,mynookieisstill

burningfromallthepleasure.Ha.amymanisa

beastIcantkeepupanymore.ThefactthatIm

onmyperioddoesntbotherhimatall,he

carriesonwithhisbusiness.Iveshowered3

timestodaybecauseofhim.Imtiredbutyet

rejuvinised.Itsaweirdfeeling.We'reatthemall

becauseIsawsomenicethingsthatIwanthim



topeeloff,withhistongue.Justthat.Ohandto

alsobuymyphone,Imissmykidsandtaking

pics.Melisizweisntmuchofaselfieguy,but

atleastheletsmetakeselfieswithhisphone.

Hisphonerings,andthenameNelsonpopsup

Me:Myhubbysphone,hello?

Caller:Hi,Dangerthere?

Me:Justasecond...

Ihandittohimandhessmilinglikeanidiot

Him:Nelson..

Itakemyhandfromhimandgestureaway.This

istheperfectopportunitytogetwhatIwant

withoutbeingcaught.Isneakintotheshopand

buymynecessarythingsandstuffitintomy

bag.

Him:Andthen?

Fuckhegivesmeafright.

Me:Nothing.



Heraisesandbrowandsmirks.

Backatthehotel,wehavingroomserviceinour

gowns.Imnakedunderneathsonosurpisefor

Melijustyet,butthatdoesntstophimfrom

wantingtopeakintomygown.

Me:Hehake.Dontyougettiredofseeingmy

breasts?

Him:No.EspeciallywhenIsuckonthem.

Iswathishandawayandshakemyhead.Im

noteatingtonight.Havetohaveaclear

stomachforwhatIhaveinmind.

Inbedwefondlingaround,hestryingtotakemy

gownoffandIwontlethim.Hekeepskissing

meandticklingme,itssocute.

Me:Ineedtopee.

Him:Ha.a

Me:Bhuti!



Helaughsandrollsover,givingmeafullviewof

hisalreadyerectpenis.Fuck!Inowhave

reservationsofwhatihaveinmind.Butitsnow

ornever.

Him:Didntyousayyouwanttopee?

Me:Idid.

Him:SowhyyoustaringatFred?

Me:Imshockedathowallofthatcanfitinside

ofme.

HelaughssohardandIwalkoff.Inthe

bathroomIwipemygoodiesandtakeoutthe

lube.Timetoplay.

Igooutnakedandsmileathim,throwinghim

thelube.

Him:Andthen?

Me:Didntyousayyouwanttoexploreallmy

holes?

HiseyespopoutandIalmostlaugh.



Me:Butbegentle,itsmyfirsttime.

Hepullsmetothebedandattacksmewith

kisses,heflipsmeoverandliftsmybuttinthe

air.Ohfuck!WhathaveIgotmyselfinto?He

licksmyanus,whichissurprisinglygood,Ifind

myselfmoaning.Hecarriesonandonwhile

playingwithmyclitandIcanthelpbutcum.

Theresacoldsensationonmybackhole,I

guessthatsthelube.Myinsidesclech.AmI

readyforthis?
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~Melisizwe~

Circlingmyfingeraroundheranus,Icanfeel

Thandotenseup.Maybeshesnotreadyforthis.

Butwhyissheforcingherself?Maybeshes

tryinhtopleaseme?ButIlovewhatwehave

now.Herscrumptuousvaginaisgoodenough



formenow.Itkeepsmecomingbackformore.

Slowlyinsertingmyindexfinger,sheclenches

aroundit.

Me:Itsokay,Iwonthurtyou.

Sheslowlybreathesout,lettingmyfingergo.I

movetoherclitandhelpmyself,gentlybiting

andgrazing.Thestringofthetamponisinmy

way,soImoveit,andcarryonwithmyquest.

Shesmoaning,groaningandgrabbingthe

sheetstighter.Istartmovingmyfinger,inand

outofhergently.

Her:AAAH...dontstop...Meli...baby...that

feels...oooh!

Shespantingandthatturnsmeon.Shes

soakingwetandImharderthanstone.Taking

outhertampon,Iinsertmyselfinherandshe

gasps.

Her:Imcuming...

Sheexplodesonme.He..shethinksshesoff



thehook?Nahitsmyturn.Istartmovingso

slowlyanddelicately,savouringhersweettight

goodiebag.ShehasamagicpussyIswear.

Neverinmyentirefuckinglife,haveIhad

nookiethisgood.ShegotthatBilliondollar

goodness.Takingmyindexfingerout,Islidein

mythumb,thesametimeImstrokingher

vagina,shescreamsmyname.Thoughalittle

loud,itsmusictomyears.Imovemythumbin

andoutthesamepaceandtimeasmydick.

Thisfeelsdamngood.Imbuildinghigherand

higher,

Her:Bhuti...Baby...Nana...oh!Aaah!

ThatssetsmeoffandIshoothardinsideofher.

Fuck!Andshefollowstoo.Islowlytakemy

thumboutandthenmyselfandlaybesideher.

Shespantingandbreathingheavy.Igetupand

gogetanothertamponfromherbagandputit

insideofher.



IwakeuptomuffledgigglesandIfindmyself

smiling.Openingmyeyes,IseeThandosmiling

atme.

Her:Youreonecrazyguy.Wheredidyoulearn

toputatamponinsidesomeone?

Imufflealaugh.Whatthefuck?Whoasksa

personsuchwhentheyvejustwokenup?

Me:Fromyou.Iwatchyouwhenyoudoit.Quite

sexytoo.

Shelightlypatsmychestandgiggles

Her:Youresuchaperve.

Me:Onlyforyou.Sohowwasyourfirstanal

experience?

Her:Uhm...notsobadIthink.ThoughIwas

expectingmyfirstpenetrationtobekaksore.

Likewhenyoubrokemyvirginity.

Me:Ididntpenetrateinyou.ButIwill,whenI

seefit...didIdoyousore?



Shepoutsandgivesmepuppyeyeswhile

nodding.

Me:Imsorry.

Shegigglesandpecksmylips.

Her:Butitwasgood.Amazing,incredible,lip-

smacking.Yougavemethat...youknow...that

thingman.

Ifindmyselflaughing.Mybabythough.

Me:Youjustbluntnhe?

Her:Uhm..withyou?Always.LikeIoncesaidto

you,Illratherhityouwiththetruththancomfort

youwithlies.ItsjustmeandIexpectthesame

fromyou.

Sheslidesherhandinandholdsmypenis.

Her:Whydidntyoupenetrate?

Me:Youwerentready.

Shenodsandsaysnothing.

Finallyshespeaks



Her:Iwishwedidnthavetogobacktowork

Thatsafirst.

Me:Whynot?

Her:NoIjustlikeourbubble,itsnicelikewe

havenokidsorproblemsoranything.Whycant

lifebelikethisMeli?

SheburiesherheadinmychestandIdont

knowwhattosay.Ithinkitstimetoupsecurity.

ItsTuesdayandasalways,Imslavingaway

withallmybusinesses.Wehaventcrackedthe

codebutIveuppedmysecurity.

Craig:Boss,someoneshereforyou.

Thedooropensandmybridecomesinswaying

herhipsandsmilingbroadly.Ifindmyself

smiling.

Me:ReallyCraig?

Hesmilesandwalksout.Craigwalksoutand



mywifesmilesatme.Herdressisrathershort

fortheworkplaceandtighttoo.

Her:Whatswrong?

Me:Thatdress.

Her:Whatswrongwithit?

Me:Itsratherriskyfortheworkplace.

Shelooksatherselfandrollshereyes.

Her:Haikeitsabitlatenow.Anyway,Ibrought

youlunch,Imgoingbacktoworknow.Kissme

soIcangomybad,badman.

Ichuckleandturninmychair.Shecomes

aroundandsitsonmylapandgivesmeone

hellofasmooch.Shegigglesinmymouthand

pullsaway.

Her:Anyway,Ihaveabigrequestfromyou.

Me:Yourwishismycommand.

Shegiggles.

Her:Carefulwhatyousay.Ijustmayhavemore



than3wishes.

Ismileandzipmylips

Her:Okay1:Weneedanewhouse.Thatisyour

house,Iwantmyhouse.Incaseyouwantto

leavemesomeday,atleastgivemeahouse.

Me:Illneverleave...

Shepecksme

Her:Wedontknowwhatlifeholds.

Isigh

Her:Second:Thetwinsareteething!Isawtwo

littlemunchkinspeepingout.

Shessquealsandbouncesonmydick.

Me:Carefulnow.Wedontwanttowakethe

sleepingbeast.

Shegivesmealookandhitsmychest.

Her:Pleasebeserious.

Ismirkandnod



Me:SowhatmustIdo?

Her:NothingImjustsayingandlastly,uhm...

eish...howdoIask...

Me:Youneedmoney?

Shelooksdownandnods.Itakeoutmyphone

andsendhertoheraccount.

Her:Notalot.Likealittlebit.Isawthesereally

cute...

Iplaceahandoverhermouth

Me:Baby,youdonthavetoexplainyourself.

Her:NoIdontwantyoutofeellikeImsucking

youdry.

Me:Idont.

Her:Promise?

Inod.Ipeckherlipsandgrabherbreast.She

squeals

Her:Oho.Letmegobeforeyoupoundmeon

thedesk.



ShestandsandIsmackherbum.

Her:Ooow!Futsek.

Igaspandsherunstotheothersideofthe

table,giggling.

Me:Illpunishyouwhenwegethome

Her:Idliketoseeyoutry.

Shelaughsandrunstothedoor.Fromthere

sheblowsmeakiss

Her:Iloveyoubaby.

Me:Iloveyoutoo,MrsMvelase.

~Thando~

MelisizweMvelase,wheredoIbegin?IwishI

couldgivewhatwehavetoeverycouplewho

wantslove.We'reinsuchagoodspaceright

nowandwiththekidstoo.Theboyshave

warmeduptotheirdadandMelisizwecouldnot

bemoreexcited.LittleAhlumile?Imissherso



somuch.Shemakesmesmile,howIwishshe

wasmine.Shesometimescallsmemomand

thatwarmsmyheart.Icallheralmostdaily,just

tohearherlittlevoiceandlaughandseeher

prettyface.Shesbeautifullikehermother

shame.Tooadorable.Sim?Wehaventfounda

leadonherfatherandhonestly,Ivegivenup.

Wecalledhimandtriedtoaccesshimbuttono

avail.Afterthatcallhechangednumbersand

weneverheardfromhimorMrJonasforthat

matter.Myphonerings

Me:Hello?

Silence.SoIgosilenttoo,Imnotgoingtohang

up,wewillbothbesilentuntiltheperson

decidestospeak.Thisisbullshit.Itsnotthe

firsttimethishashappenedandImgettingsick

ofit.

Speaker:Braceyourself.

Itsdeep,almostcomputerised.Whatdoeshe

meanwhen....



Bang,crash,boom.AcarhitsmineandIgooff

course.Imscreamingandholdingontothe

steeringfordearlifeasmycarrollsohso

slowly.MywindowshattersandIhitmyhead

onthesteering...

Iopenmyeyesslowlygainingconsciousness

andseepeoplerunningtowardsmycar,why

aretheyrunningslowly?Smellslikefiretoo...

MyeyelidsareheavyasIattempttoopenthem

butImstruggling.Theresavoicespeaking,

?:Ihaveher.Meetmeatthespot..
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~Melisizwe~

Tidocomesburstinginmyoffice.

Him:Thandosbeenkidnapped

Istopmidchewandlookathim.



Him:Boss!Yourwifehasbeenkidnapped.

Cheese,Kiddo,StylesandChainzaredead.

Assassined.Letsgobossplease.

Islowlygetupfrommychair.Theresasharp

painonmyleft,itseemslikeIvebeenstabbed.I

lookatTidowhosrunningtowardsmeasIsink

totheground.

TheresabeepingsoundasIregain

consciousness.Islowlyopenmyeyesandturn

myheadtowardsthebeepingsound.Seems

likeIminhospital.Iturnmyheadagainandfind

Langa'sheadbowed,sniffing.Iclearmythroat

andhelooksupwithtearsfallingdownhisface.

Odd?Langanevercries,unlesssomething

terrible,likereallyhorrifichashappened.He

attacksmewithahug.

Him:Imsosorry.

Ifrownathim

Me:For?Whathappened?



HecriesharderandIcomforthim

dumbfounded.Momwalksinandgaspswhen

sheseesmeandLanga

Her:Ohabantwanabamandshecriestoo.Yho

hayiIdontunderstand.

Thedrcomesinawhilelaterandchecksallmy

vitals.

Me:Whathappened?

Him:Yousufferedamildheartattacktriggered

byshock.Icanclearyoutogohometoday.

Me:Thatwouldbegreatthankyou.

Henodsandwalksout.KhanyaandKamva

walkin,alllookingsad.

Them:Heykid.

Ilaughathowtheytalkinunison,likeoldtimes.

Mustbenicebeingatwin,Ihopemyboysare

alsolikethis.



Me:Hey.Whyseveryonelookingsogrim?And

whereisThando?Iexpectedhertobethefirst

onehere.

Theylookateachotherandlookdown.Not

utteringaword.Bothcryingandcomingtohug

me.Whatswithmybrothersandhugstoday?

Tatawalksin.Yessomeonewhocananswer

myquestions.

Him:HiBoy-boy.

OhhowIhatethisname.Gosh,Imsooldfor

such.Imalmostfortynowlikecomeon.

Me:Daddydearest.WheresThando?

Mydadclearshisthroatandlookseverywhere

butme.

Tata:We'lltalkaboutitwhenwegethome

Me:Nonow!Iwantanswersnow!

Imgettingfrustratednowathoweveryoneis

avoidingmequestion.



Him:Melisizweplease.Stopbeingdifficult.

Me:Difficult?Difficult!FuckdadIhadtoaskthe

fuckingdrwhathappenedtomebecausemy

ownfuckingfamilywonttellme.SoIaskandI

wontrepeatmyself.WHEREISMYWIFE?

Tata:KIDNAPPED...shesbeenkidnapped.

Hewhispersthelastwordsandtearsfalldown

hisface.

Him:Theguardsyouhiredwereassassinatedin

theprocessandhercaristotalled.

HesstutteringandsighingandsobbingandIm

justnumb.Hedrawsinabreathandstarts

talking.

Him:Carssayshewasdraggedoutofthecar

byaman,askingpeopletocallthehospital,

probablyasadiversionandspedoff.

Me:Whydidnttheycheckthenumberplate?

Myvoiceishoarseandlow



Him:CCTVshowsnonumberplate,thepersons

faceisnotthere.Idontknowhow.

Me:Getthejetready,we'releavingforRussia.

~Thando~

Myheadisheavy,andthrobbing.Isowantto

screambecauseofthepainimexperiencing.

Mychestisburning.Itryopeningmyeyes,

slowly.Theyfinallyopen.Ohwow!Theroofis

gorgeousithaspaintingsonitandamirrortoo.

Woah!Icantseemyselfasitstothefarside

butImdamnsurethisisnotmyroomathome.

Iturnmyheadandtheresaglasswithwateron

myside.Iyearntoreachoutandrinkthe

contentsbutIdonttrusttheliqiud.Imsurprised

athowcalmIamatthismoment.

'Youcangoaheadanddrinkthewater.Its

clean'.

AfemalevoiceIknowsays.Ijustdoandsay



nothingandfacetheotherway,towardswhere

thevoiceiscomingfrom.Standingatthedoor,

smilingandwearingagown,isCaryn.Myfuck!

Ohfuck,shesgoingtokillmeforMelisizwe.Oh

Lordno.PleasesavemefromthismessImin.

Her:Imnotgoingtohurtyouoryourfamily.

Isaynothingandjustcry.Shelaughs,turnsand

walksaway,leavingmesobbingformylife.

ImustvefallenasleepbecauseImwokenby

softkissesonmyface,IsmilethinkingitsMeli.

IopenmyeyesandImmetbyasmilingCaryn.

Her:Shesmiles.Hibaby.

Istaysmilingbecauseclearlythisissome

psychobitchrighthere.

Me:MayIpleasehavesomewater?

Her:Ohmylove.Imsureyourethirsty.

Britneeeeeeeey!Briiiiiiiiiiit!



Sheturnsandsmilesatmeandpecksmynose.

Bynowmysmilehaslongfadedandreplaced

byshock.ThedooropensandBritney,myboss

Britney,comeswaltzingin,naked!Shehasa

nicebodyforanelderlywoman.Yeah,Britneyis

inherearly40s.

Her:Oh.Youreup.Heyangelface.

Caryn:Shesaysshesthirsty.

Britney:Helpherupsoshecandrinkwaterand

eatsomething.

Imdeadquietnotsurewhattomakeofthis

situationathand.Carynhelpsmeupandtheres

achainscratchingsound.Ilookdownandfind

mylegchainedtothebed.Woah,Ireallyama

prisonerinapsychoticplace.

Britney:Wedontwantyoutorunaway.

Inodandwipeawayafallingtear.Ivebeen

kidnapped.



ImwokenupbyapressingneedtopeebutIm

tooafraidmove.IopenmyeyesandfindCaryn

snuggledinclosetome.Whatsupwiththis?

DidntshesayshewantsMeli?

Me:Caryn?

Her:Yeslove?

Love?Heeyho..

Me:Ineedtheladiesroom.Badly.

Sheturnsherhead,bitesherbottomlipand

looksatme.

Her:Uhm...cantyouholdit?Britneysaidshe'll

bebacknow.

Me:Itsgoingtocomeoutveryverysoon.

Shejumpsupandstartspanicking.Sherunsto

theendoftheroomanddumpsthecontentsof

thedustbinandcomesrunningtome.She

helpsmeupandoffthebed,justthenBritney

walksin



Her:WhatthefuckCaryn?

Caryn:Sheneedstopeeso...

Shegetsahotslapacrossthefacethatleaves

herfallingonherbutt.ImsoscaredthatIpee

myself.Imtryingtosuppressitbutitwontstop.

Ohno!Shesgoingtobeatmetoo.Britneylooks

atmethenburstsoutlaughing,likeshelegit

laughsandIjustblinkbacktears.Mylegis

hurtingsobadlybutImtooscaredtosayso.

Afterbeingcleanedupandlaidonthebed

again,withfreshsheets,Isitupandeatmy

supper.Iveaskedforoatsbecausemystomach

isinknots.

Me:ImsorryIpeedonyourbed,MissSteyn.

Britneygivesmethemostdeadliestoflooks.

Her:Isaid,callmeBritney.

Me:Britney.



Shegigglesandsmiles

Her:Muchbetter.

IturntoCaryn

Me:Thanksforhelpingme.

Carynsmilesatmeandthenrollshereyesat

Britney.

Britney:Baby...

Carynlooksather

Brit:Imsorrymylove.JustIthought...imsorry.

Letmemakeitbetter.

Carynjustpoutsandlooksaway.Openingher

gown,BritputsherfingersonCarynscooch.

ShegetsoffthebedandpullsCarynsleg

makingherfallflatandspreadsherlegsand

muffsher.Ohmyfuck.Rightinfrontofme.No

shame.Carynmoansandgruntsandbegsfor

mercy.

Brit:Tellme...you...forgive...me.



Caryn:Ido,Ido.Iforgiveyou.

Shegrabsontothesheetsandscreams.I

guessthatshercumming.Whatthefuckjust

happened?

Icantsleepanymore.Mymindkeepsgoing

backtomykidsandmyhusband.Hemustbe

goinginsanewithworry.

Brit:Sleep!

Ikeepquiet.Icantsleep.HowcanIknowing

verywellthatImightneverseemychildren

again?

Brit:Whatswrong?Anddontyoudaremention

thatbastardandhiskids.

Shesfurious,Icanseeitinhereyes.Shesreally

crazy.

Me:No.Ijustregretsleepingthisafternoon.I

cantsleep.



Carynstirs.Yep,weallsleepingononebed,

withmeinthemiddle.

Caryn:Brit?

Brithuffsbesideme,frustratedifImnot

mistaken.

Brit:Mmm?

Caryn:Fuckmeplease.Hardandrough.Ialso

cantsleep.

Thesidelampison.Iguesssoshecanseeme

atalltimesandmymovements.Buthonestly,

wherecanIgowhenImchainedtothisbed?

Britstandsandwalksoffsomewhere.Ifyou

mustknow,Imdressedinanightdressand

panties.Thatsit.Britcomesbackwithastrap

on.Woah!Shesmiles.

Caryngigglesandgetsoffthebedandmeets

Brithalfway.Iclosemyeyes.Someonegrabs

myfaceandIopenmyeyes

Brit:Dontcloseyoureyes.Orthere'llbehellto



pay.

CarynisridingBritliketheresnotomorrow.

Sheshuffingandmoaningandbegging.Inone

swiftmove,Britlaysheronherbellyandlifts

herassintheair.ShesmacksCarynhardand

slidesherstraponin

Caryn:Yeah,baby!Fuck...Britney...

IdontknowhowmuchmoreofthisIcan

endure,butIkeepwatchingbecauseIm

petrifiedtofindoutwhathellBritneywason

aboutwhenshetoldmenottodareclosemy

eyes.

~Melisizwe~

3months!3fuckingmonths..Iveturnedthe

worldupsidedownlookingformywifeand

nothing.Ivethreatenedoldfoes,Iveshot17

peopleandstillnoonebreathesawordof



wheresheis.ImfuckinggoingcrazyandIfeel

likedarknessisclosinguponme.

Mama:Baby,pleasestop.You'llfindher.

Me:Itsbeenthreemonths.Threemonthsand

stillnothing.Whoknowswhatthefuckthat

bastardcouldbedoingtoher?Hecouldbe

fuckingheratthisinstant,ormakingherwork

asacallgirl?

Mama:Youdontknowthatforsure.

Ithrowtheglassatthetv,smashingbothinthe

process.Imtorn,broken,battered.

Mama:Here.Eat

Me:HowcanIeatwhenImnotsurewhatthe

loveofmylifeiseating?Wheresshesleeping?

WhereinTHISFUCKINGWORLDSHEIS?Huh?

Tellme!

Forthefirsttimesincethehospital,Iletouta

sob,Isinktothefloorandjustletitallout.

Thandowhereareyou?Comebacktous.Your



familyneedsyou,theboysmissyou.Imiss

you...


