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CHAPTER1

'Igottodome,that'sallIneed,Igottobefree'

-DaniLeigh

LONDEKA

Ifeelfree,I'vebrokethechainsfrom my

abusivemarriageandIcouldn'tbehappier.

I'm workingonmyrelationshipwithLindiand

Khumo,withKhumoit'smissionthatdynamite

canbereallyhotheadedsometimesbutI'll

surpriseherwithababyshowersinceshe's8

months.

Idon'tknowhowshestilllookssogreatwhen

she's8monthswhenIwaspregnantIwasa

hippoandwalkinglikeapenguinbutshe'sstill

veryactiveandworkingbutherbumpisreally

hugeandshe'scarryingababygirl.

Itakethelastsipofmymildcoffeebefore



callingthewaitertopaymybill.

Ijustcamebackfrom shoppingnotclothesbut

lingerieandthongs.IlovelookingnicewhenI'm

goingtobedjustincaseIfeellikegivingmyself

self-pleasure

Ipaythebillandleave."Excuseme!"Avery

masculinevoicefrom behindcallsme

Iturntoseewhoitmightbe.Idon'tknowifGod

istemptingmesinceI'm adivorceeorwhatbut

thismaninfrontofmelookslikeadamndream

onthatArmanisuite.IsthatRolex?He'sloaded

tooshesh!Hishairisfreshlycut,hisbeardis

nicelytrimmed!

"Youforgotthis"Hesayssmilingatmethe

dimpleonhisleftcheekappears.Iblinktwice

notknowingwhattosay.

"Areyouokay?"Heasksconcerned

Iclearmythroat,"I'm sorry,thishappensallthe

timewhensomeonecaughtmeoffguard,my



speechbecomestemporarilyparalyzed"Ilie.

ThatwasaveryridiculousexcuseImustsay.

"Oh!anywaysyouforgotyourcarkeysandyour

phone"Hesayshandingmemythings.Our

handstouchandthere'sthisweirdthingthat

happened.Idon'tbelieveinloveatfirstsight,I

don'tbelieveinwhatIseeinmoviesbumping

intosomeoneandgoingoutwiththem in

coupleofdatesandthenBOOM!HappilyEver

Afternowthatutterbullshit!

"Uhm thankyou,enjoyyourday"Ianswer.He

looksfamiliarIthinkIknowhim from

somewhereIdon'treallyknowfrom where!

Heturnsandwalkaway.OMG!NowIremember

itThato'sbrother,Kutloano.He'sdropdead

gorgeousbutIdon'twantdramasinceKhumo

ishidingthispregnancyfrom peoplewhoare

closetoThato.

SpeakingofKhumoIstillneedtoplanherbaby



shower,IthinkIshouldcopyKylieJennerand

haveeveryonewearingsilkypyjamasandtakea

videoforherbabysinceshe'sbeentaking

videosofherpregnancyjourney.

IgetinsidemycaranddrivetoLindi'scomplex.

She'sbeencaughtupinherboyfriend'sworld

andshedoesn'thavetimeformeanymore.

Iknocktwiceandsheopens,shelooksnice

wow!"Hellosweetcheeks"Ikisshercheeks

walkinginside.

"Someoneisinamoodtoday!"Shesaysclosing

thedoorbehindher

"Whowouldn'tbewhenthesunisshinning

outsideandbirdsaresingingit'sbeautifulday!"

I'm sojolly!

"Okayletmegetwineforthis!"Shesaysand

disappears.Shecomesbackwithabottleof

wineandtwoglassessittingoppositeme.She

poursmeaglassandhandsittomethencross



herlegs.

"Sowhatbroughtyouhere?"Sheaskstaking

sipsfrom herwine!

"WellIwantustosurpriseKhumowithababy

shower,she'sbeenstresslately,thepregnancy

andSmangabeingonhercase"Isaygulping

mywine.

"That'sgreat!ButIdon'thavetimeforplanning

unlessifwecangetaplanner.Lungaismoving

outfrom theflatandheboughtahousesoI'm

helpinghim moveandallthosethings"shesays

Iraisemyeyebrow,"Soyouguysareserious?"I

asklookingstraightather.

"SeemslikeitbuthehassomeMqhele

tendenciessometimesyouknowandallthese

guysfrom books"shesays

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Possessiveandhelikesbeingincontrol"she



says

"LikeMandla?"Iaskshocked

"Possessivenotabusive.Iknowthesetwo

wordsendswithS-I-V-Esopleasedon'tconfuse

them"sheanswersrudely

"WowLindi!"Ianswer

"LondekaIunderstandyou'recomingfrom an

abusiverelationship,marriagebutnotallmen

arelikethat.You'vebeendoingthisalotlately

andifyoukeepitthatwaythenyouwon'tfind

someonewhogenuinelylovesandcaresabout

you.Mandlaistrashandcowardicebaby

cheeksdon'tlethim ruleyouevenwhenyou

guysarenottogether.Youhavethefreedom

now,you'reflyinghighlikeabird,enjoythis

freedom youhave"shesaysholdingmyhands

andkneelinginfrontofme.Mytearslandsin

herhands.

"Hekilledmybaby!Ibeggedhim tostopkicking



mebuthedidn't!Herapedmeallinthenameof

marriageLindihowam Isupposedtomoveon

from that?"

"Iknowthisishardbutforgiveyourselffirst,cry

whenyoufeellikeit,scream ifyouwanttoo.

Breakdowndon'tpretendlikeyou'reokaywhen

you'renot!MandlaisgoingtojailIwillmake

sureofthat.YouhavemeandKhumo"Shesays

wrappingmewithherhandslikeablanketwhile

Icryinhershoulder.

"Nowwipethosetearsandlet'splanthisbaby

showerokay"shesaysaftersometimeofmy

silentcrying,Inod.

"Sowhatdoyouhaveinmind?"Sheasks

Iwipemytears,"OkayIwasthinkingofhavinga

themelikeKylieJenner.Pyjamas,Flowers,

Photobooth.Khumodoesn'thavefriendssoit's

goingtobefewpeoplewhoareclosetoher"I

say



"Iwillcallhermom andseeifshe'llliketobe

partoftheplanningandeverything.Iwillwork

onthecakeIknowsomeonewhomakesnice

cakesfrom Pinetown.Idon'tknowhowam I

goingtohidethisonefrom Lunga"shesays

"TellLungaityourfriend'sbabyshower.Wecan

haveitatmyhousethere'saniceopenspace

outsidewithartificialgrass.Youcancallsome

peoplefrom yourworkthatshetalkstoo,you

know"Isay

"Khumoliterallydoesn'ttalktoanyonebutme.

Shedon'thavefriends"Lindi

"She'squitespecial"Isaysmilingandthinking

aboutourchildhood.

Khumohasalwaysbeenhappyandcarefree,

shelovessmilingandshewasverypopularat

schoolsinceshewasanetballplayer.

OurrelationshipbrokeafterIfoundoutshe

sleptwithmycrush,itwasn'therfaultreally



sinceshedidn'tknowbutIwasjealousbecause

everyonewantedherandshedidn'tevennotice

thatsinceshehadareallylowselfesteem.Her

littlesisterKatlegotakesthatfrom hershe's

reallyinsecurekantishe'sbeautiful.

MysisterandIaredoneplanningeverything

anditseemslikewehaveeverythinginorder,

It'stimeformetogohometomysonnow.

I'm drivingbackhomeandthere'sablackcar

followingmebehind.Idriveslowlysoitcan

passme.ItpassthenIgobacktomynormal

speedafterfewminutesthecarisbehindme

again,Hellang!

AtleastI'm closetomyhousenow,Ipressthe

remotetomyhouseandIquicklydriveinside

andthecardrivespast.I'm havingapanic

attack!Idrinkwaterfrom thebottleinmycar

beforeIgetoff.

Itakemybagsthengoinsidemyhouse."Mama



uboyissleepingalready?"IaskMamaSusan

(helper)whoIfoundwatchingIsibaya.

"Yebontombihewasverytiredtoday"shesays.

WellLethuisalwaystiredsincehe'sactiveand

he'sonlyfiveyearsold.

"Okay,I'llcheckonhim beforeIsleep.

Goodnight"Iheadtomyroom.

"Youshouldn'tdrivealoneatnight"Thetext

reads.Whatthefuck?BeforeIcanrespondmy

phonerings.

AsspookasIam Ianswer,"Hello"

"Londekahey,It'stheguywhofoundyourcar

keysandphone.I'm Kutloanobytheway"He

says.Wherethehelldidhegetmynumber?

"Oh!Heywheredidyougetmynumber?"

"Ihaveconnections"Heanswersgiggly

"Andwhatdoyouwant?"Imustplayhardtoget

right?



"WellIthinkyou'rebeautiful"

"Isthatwhyyou'recalling?"

"NopebutI'dlovetotakeyouondate"

"Andmyanswerisnoandbye"Isayandhang

up.HehassomeplayertendenciesandI'vehad

enoughdramainmylife.

'YourHouseisquitebigfortwopeople'Thefirst

messagereads.

'AndIcan'twaittoseeyouonthoselacey

thingsyouboughttoday'Secondmessage

reads.

ShouldIbeworriedorjustignorehim?

"Goodnightseeyoutomorrow,yourshiftstarts

at8:30a.m right?"Thethirdonereads.

OkaynowI'm reallyworried,whathaveIgotmy

selfintoJesusChrist!!

CHAPTER2



CreepyasitmaysoundIenjoyedKutloano's

stalkingtendenciesthefacthespenttimeto

knowwhatI'm uptoreallyturnedmeon,I

finallyagreedtogoonadatewithhim which

turnedouttobesomethingelse.

Kutloanoisgorgeousyouknowthatmasculine

beautythatcausewarmthinbetweenyourlegs

assoonasyoulayyoureyesonhim ,thatone.

'I'm caughtupwithwork,Idon'tknowifmaybe

wecanhavedinneratmyhouseifyoudon't

mindofcourseIwillcook'Histextedread.I

didn'tmindatallatleastIdidn'thavetogoall

outdressinguptryingtolooklikeasupermodel.

'Idon'tmind,sendyouraddress'Irepliedtohis



message.

Herespondedimmediatelywithhisaddress

andweagreedweweregoingtoseeeachother

inthreehours.

Iwasnervousobviously,I'veneverdonethisin

dickaids(decades),Ididn'tknowifIstillhave

mysparkornot.

Itookawarm bathbeforeIheadbacktomy

room todressup.

ImoisturizedmybodybeforeIputonmy

matchinglacyunderwear,blackleggings,

blackcroptopandsneakerswithabomber

jacketwhenitcomestomystyleandhowI

dressKim Kardashianplaysahugerolewithmy



inspirationandImustsayIdohavegreatsense

ofstyleafterKhumoobviously.

ItiedmyweaveintoaslickfleekbeforeIhead

outandreadytogo.

AsIdrivethroughthegatemyheartwas

hammeringagainstmychest,IknewKutloano

wasrichbutIdidn'tknowhewasthatrich.His

housewassurroundedbybodyguardsinblack

suitesanditwasmadeofnothingbuttheglass,

I'm notgoodatexplainingbutallIcansayis

TopBillingmyguy,TopBilling!!

IrangthedoorbellandheappearsinawhiteT-

shirtandbluejeanshisscentwasverystrong

butscreamed'I'm rich'.



ThatRolexonhiswristtoldmeMandlais

nothingclosetoKutloano,Iwasn'tcomparing

them butitmademeuncomfortabletoknow

howrichheisbasically.

"Comein"Hesaidwithawidesmileandhis

dimplesappearedonhischeeks.

"Thankyou"Ismiledbackhidingmynervesas

I'm takingoffmyjacket.

"Anythingtodrink?"Heasked

"Wineifyouhaveit"

"Redorwhite?"Iwasimpressedheknowshis

wine,Mandladidn'tcareifitwaswhiteorred



aslongasitwaswinethenhe'sgood.

"Dryredplease"Irespondedsettlingdownona

brownleathercouch,brownseemedtobehis

favouritecolour.

Hecamebackwithtwoglassesandabottleof

winebeforehetookaseatoppositeme.

Hegavememyglassafterpouringwine

obviouslyandwhenourfingerstouchedIfelt

somethingagain.

Helookedatmelikehewassearchingforwhat

webothfelt,Ibroketheeyecontactthentooka

sipfrom myglass,"Thistastenice,whereis

from?"Iaskedsmiling.



Hewipedoffthewinefrom mylipsbeforehe

lickshisfingers,TURNON,GREENFLAG!!

"SanFrancisco,Ihaveafriendtherewho

deliverswineformeonceortwiceayear"He

replied.

"Youknowyourwine,Isee"Isaid.

"Likehowyouknowyourlace"Hewinked.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIfoundmyself

kissinghim.

Hislips,my,my!!Heknowshowtokissunlike

myex-husbandwhowasdrinkingmewithhis

saliva.



Hedecidedtobreakourkiss,"Idon'tthinkyou

cameallthewaytokissme"Hesaidwitha

smirk,Iwasembarrassedobviously.

MaybeIcan'tkissorhejustdidn'tenjoyit?All

thosequestionswererunninginmymind.

"You'regoodkisserbytheway"Hesaidsmiling

beforehegetsupfrom thecouch.

"Dinnerisready"Hesaidtakingmyhandandwe

bothheadtothedinningroom.

Iknewhedidn'tcookrightwhenIsawthechefs

preparingthetable."Ithoughtyoucooked"I

lookedathim.



"IdidmentionIwascaughtupwithwork"Smart.

"You'retoosmartforyourowngood"Isaid.

"Youlikethat?"Kutloanoissoflirty,it'svery

attractive.

"Maybe"Iwasalreadyeating,thepastawas

amazing.

"Isthatwhyyoukissedme?"Heaskedme

takingasipfrom hisglass.

"No..."Isaid



"IknowI'm charmingyoudon'thavetobeshy"

Egomuch?

"You'reweird"Iblurtedout.

Hegiggled,"Weirdhow?"

"Whywouldyoustalksomeoneyoudon't

know?"

"Istalkedwhatismine"Hesaid

"I'm notyours"

"Youwasn'tgonnakissmeifyouwasn'tmine"I

wantedtohideunderthetable.



"Pssshh"Isaidlaughinginaladymanner.

Hisphonestartedringingandheansweredit,I

wantedtothrowtheglassofwinenexttomeat

him andIthinkhesawmyfacechanged.

"Ineedtogotothestudy,I'llbebacknow"He

saidkissingmycheekandIdidn'tknowifI

shouldcontinueeatingorjustleave.

"Don'teventhinkaboutleavingLondeka"He

saidbeforehewalkedout.

MebeingmeIdecidedtohavetwoplatesof

pastaandmoreglassesofwinethatwent

straighttomyclit.



IkeptdrinkinganddrinkingbutKutloanowasn't

comingback.

Igotupfrom thetablebacktothesittingroom ,

ItookoffmysneakersincludingsocksandI

walkedaroundthehouse.

IwalkedthroughthelongpassageandIcould

hearhim talking,IlookedarounduntilIfound

him inhisstudyroom withpapersalloverthe

tableandhewastalkingoverthephone.

Iwalkedin,Iwasn'tmyselfthatSanFransisco

winetookoverme.

Istoodinbetweenhislegskissinghim onhis

neckwhilehewasbusytalkingoverthephone,



Ifhewasn'tenjoyinghewasgoingtostopme

right?

Iwentdownandunbuckledhisbeltsandpants

anddroppeditdowntohiskneesandthatwas

mybiggestmistake.

Ilookedathim andhesmirked,Itwashuge.I

don'tknowhowIwasgoingtobeabletofitthat

thinginsidemymouthworsepartmyvagina.

IstartedsuckingthetipanywaysslowlybeforeI

putallofitinsidemymouth,strokingand

licking.

Idon'tknowwhenhedroppedthecallbuthis

groanstoldmeIwasdoingitright."Ahh!!

Fuck!!"Hegroanedholdingmyhead.



Iswallowedlikeabiggirl,itwaslikeIactivated

asexbeastinhim becausehepickedmeup

andallthepapersalloverthetablewereallover

thefloor.

Hislipsfoundminesandwewereboth

followingtherhythm we'vebothcreated.

Ihelpedhim pulldownmyleggings,"Lacy"He

whisperedinmyearassoonashesawmy

panties.

Hestartedplayingwithmygirloutsidemy

pantiesbeforeherippeditout."Youwillbuy

that"Isaidsoftly.

BeforeIknewithistongueattackedmyclitand



Iholdonformydearlifeonhisheadmoaning

andcallingallmyGumedeancestors.

"Kutloano...Mmmh"Imoanedsoftly.Heknows

howtousehisdamntongue.

HeinsertedhisfingersandIjumped."Ifyou're

alreadyjumpingwithjustonefingerwhatare

yougoingtodowhenIfuckyou?"Heasked

withamischievoussmirk.

Hefingerfuckedmehard,Iwasso

disappointedatmyselfbecauseI'vealready

cametwice,withjustfingersandalready

spppphhhhhalloverthewoodentable!!

Hescoopedmetothecouchinhisofficetaking

offmycroptopandgentlysqueezingmy



watermelons."Ilovethem"Hesaidsuckingon

them.

Hewasgoodateverything!!Mandlausedto

biteoffmynipples.

Hetriedinsertinghimselfbuthefailedtwice.

"Areyouavirgin?"Heasked.

Irolledmyeyes,"IhaveasonandI'm a

divorcée"Irepliedwithahuskyvoice.

"Youaredamntight"Hesaid.

"No,you'rehuge"Irepliedwithanaughtysmile.

Hetriedagainandhefinallymadeit,Icouldn't



doit,Hewasjusttoomuchformeandmy

vagina.

"Ican'tdothis!"Isaid

Didhestop?Noteven.

Hewasthrustinginsidememakingmoanina

languageIdon'tknowmyself.

"Jesus!!Wherehaveyoubeen?"Imoaned

cryingliterallyenjoyingboththepainandthe

pleasureandwhenwebothreachedtheclimax,

hefellontopofmekissingmycollarbone.

"Iloveyou"Hesaidsoftly,"Youdon'thaveto

respondtomerightnowbecauseIalready



knowtheanswer"Hesaidagain.

From thereonKutloanobecamemydrugI

couldn'tstayawayfrom him butsometimesI

feellikeI'm nothisnumberonepriority

wheneverThatocallshedropseverythingfor

him ,I'm notcomplainingthough.

KutloanoisnotasaffectionateasThatobefore

IusedtoenvywhatThatoandKhumohavebut

I'velearntthatKutloanoandIhavesomething

differentandreallyspecial.

Lookatmegoingonandgoingonwithout

introducingmyself.

MynameisLondekaGumede,cousinof

famousKhumo.



I'm asurgeonwitha11yearoldsonthatIlove

morethanthewordloveitselfandIhopeyou

willenjoymyjourney.

CHAPTER3

WearedrivingbacktoKutloano'shouseafter

thedinnerwehadwiththenewfamilymembers

,IloveKaminashe'ssocarefreeand

outspoken,Kutloanowasreallyaffectionate

tonighthekeepschangingdaybydaybutIstill

don'tfeellikenumberonepriorityinour

relationship.

"Canyoudrivemebacktomyhouse"Isay

interruptinghisconversationwithLethu.

"Ithoughtweweregoingtomyhouse"He



glanceatme.

"Iwanttogobacktomyhouse"Isaylooking

towardshisdirection.

"Lethudoyouwanttogotomommy'shouseor

mines?"KutloanoasksLethu.Helovesplaying

thisgame.

"Yourhousepops"Lethuanswers.

"Myhouseitisthen"Hesaystome.

I'm quitenow,IthinktonightisthenightIfind

outifIreallymattertomehim ornotwhenever

somethinghappenstoKhumohejumps

immediatelybutwhenitcomestomehewalks



slowly,I'm notjealousdon'tgetmewrongIjust

wanttoknowwherewestandbecausewe've

beentogetherforyearsnow.

Heparksthecaroutsideandallthreeofus

jumpsoff.

Idon'tsayanythingIjustwalkstraightto'Our

room'tonightthatmightchangethough,I'm

stuckinbetweenleavingKutloanoandbeing

okaywithbeingnumbertwoinhislife.

I'vealreadychangedintomysilkysleepwear

whenhewalksinsittingontheedgeofthebed,

"WhatdidIdo?"Heaskswithhishuskyvoice

warmingmyheartmakingmewanttoforget

aboutwhat'seatingme.



"Whatmakesyouthinkyoudidsomething?"I

askwalkingaroundtheroom tokeepmyself

busy,Idon'tevenknowwhatI'm doing.

"Canyoustopthat,everythingisinplace.Why

youmustdothatwheneveryouarenervousto

talktomeaboutsomething?"Heasks,he

knowsmetoowellatleast.

"DoImattertoyou?"Iaskoutofnowhere.

"Andwhatisthatsupposedtomean?"Heraise

hiseyebrow.

"Imeanam Iyournumberonepriority?"

"You'resmartLondeka,whyareyouaskingme



stupidquestions?"

"Stupidquestions?IfThatocallsyounowand

tellsyoutocomeoverwhatwouldhappen?"

"Dowereallyhavetodothis?"Heaskstaking

offhisT-shirt.

Iswallowmysaliva,"Iwanttoknowwherewe

stand"Isaysoftly.

"Iloveyou,doesn'tthatmattertoyou?"Heasks

"Loveisnotenough"Isay,Heturnsandgives

meanintenselook.

"Whatdoyouwant?"



"Affectionandtime,Iwantyoutojumpthe

samewayyouwouldifsomethinghappensto

Khumo"

"Youshouldhearhowridiculousyousound

rightnowLondeka,thisisnotaboutusbut

Khumoright?"

"No...Ifeellikeyoudon'tcareaboutme"

"Youcantalkshitsometimeshey"OnethingI

hateaboutKutloanoisthathejusttalkswithout

thinking.

"Wow.."Imanagetosay,"I'm goingtomy

house"Iaddsaying.



"LeaveLethubehind"What?IsLethumysonor

his?

"LethuismysonnotyourssoI'm notleaving

him behind"

"ItlikethatnowLondeka?"He'sgettingangry.

"Exactly"Isaytakingmyclothesandmybags.

"Ifyouwalkoutofthatdoordon'teverlook

back,walkawayforever"Istopandturn

lookingathim andhe'snotjoking.

"YouseewhatImean?Youdon'tcareaboutme

Kutloano"Iscream ,I'm cryingandhurt.Whyis



henotbeggingme.

"I'vedoneeverythingtoshowyouhowmuchI

loveyouandifyouneedmorethentoobad

causeIdon'thavemore"Hesays,"Closethe

doorbehindyou,tellThabanitodriveyouback

toyourhousecauseit'snotsafeoutthere"He

stillcaresaboutmysafety.

Iwalktowardshim andkisshischeek,"Iguess

thisistheendofus"Isay.

"YouareendingthingswithmebutIhaven'tend

thingswithyou"Whatisthatsupposedtomean?

"Kutloanoyoudon'tloveme"



Hesarcasticallylaughs,"Doyouwantmeto

marryyoutoprovethatIloveyou?"Heasks

Ishrug,wellmaybe"Idon'tknow,maybe"

"LikeIsaidyouwantmoreandIdon'thavethat"

"Youstillloveher?.."Iask

"ThisisnotaboutherLondeka!"Hemoves

awayfrom mebacktotheedgeofthebed.

"Itseemslikeittomethough"

"IstillloveFikileyesbutIloveyoumore

Londekacan'tyoufuckin'seethat?I'm trying

butI'm scaredI'm goingtoloseyou.RightnowI



feelliketyingyouupsoyouwon'tleavebut

sinceyou'vealreadymadeupyourmindabout

usthendowhatisgoodforyoubutdon'tbring

Fikileintothisbecauseshehasnothingtodo

withus,she'sdeadwhyareyoubusy

competingwithdeadpeople?"He'syellingat

me.

"BecauseIloveyou"Iyellback

"Don'traiseyourvoiceatme"

"ThisisnotgoingonanywheresoImightas

welljustleave"Isay

"Bye"Hesaysandgetinsidethecoversinhis

bed,Ilookathim thinkinghewillwakeupbut

nosoI'm out.



CHAPTER4

EversinceKutloanoandIbrokeupLethu

haven'tgotbackhome,thatnightwhenIleft

Kutloano'shouseherefusedtocomeback

homewithme.

Itriedconvincinghim tocomebackhomebut

he'snothavingitsoIwon'tallowmybreakup

withKutloanotocomeinbetweentheir

relationship.

I'm drivingtoKhumo'shouseandshedoesn't

knowmeandthegirlsarecoming.

Tomorrowhernegotiationsaretakingplace

andI'm soexcited



I'm goingtoputmyproblemsasideandbe

happyformygirl.

Thehouseisalreadyfullandmyauntsare

singing,it'sdarkalreadyoutside."Londeka

unjani?"Khumo'smom asksassoonasshe

seesmewalkingthroughthedoor.

"Ngiyaphilaaunt,singenzwakunina?"Irespond

withagenuinesmile.

"I'm good,Khumoisinherroom lasttimeI

checkedshewastalkingonthephonesoyou

willfindherthere"Shesays.

"Okay,thankyou"Isayheadingupstairsto

Khumo'sroom andIfindheralreadyinher

MinnieMousePyjamaseatingasalad.



"Youeatalotofsaladsthesedays"Isay

walkinginside.

Shelookstowardsthedoorwithasmile,

"Londzzyouarehere"Shesaysjumpingoffthe

bedtohugme,Khumoissoshortandthese

Bantuknotsmakesherlookreallycute.

"Theothergirlsarealsocoming"Isay

"Changeintoyourpyjamassotheywon'tthink

I'm weirdbywearingpyjamasat7,canyou

believeThatosaidIshouldgotosleep?"She

saysshakingherheadandplacinghersalad

aside.

Ichangeintomysilkpyjamassnugglingnextto



her,"He'soverprotectiveeveryoneknowsthat"I

saytoherleaningmyheadonhershoulderto

hidethefactI'm crying.

"Well...Him andKutloanoareinasamegroup

chat"Themomentshementionshisnamesalty

watersstartsstreamingdownmyface,I

quicklywipemytearsbutmysniffssellsmeout.

"Areyoucrying?"Sheasksplayingwithmyhair.

Ishakemyheadandaloudsobescapemylips.

"Londekatalktome?Didhehityou?"Sheasks.

"IfhedidyouknowmeIwilldealwithhim"She

saysgettingupfrom thebedtokneelinfrontof

me,uphumasilwewasekhayankosiyami.



Isigh"Webrokeup"Itellher.

Shefrowns,"stoplyingwena"Shegigglesbut

mytearstellsherI'm serious.

"Whathappened?"Sheaddsasking.

"Iwantedmore,hecouldn'tgivemethat"

"Whatis'more'?"Sheasks

"Affectionandtime"

Sheletsoutaloudsigh,"LondekaIknow

KutloanoIwon'tsaymorethanyoudobutI've

seendifferentsidesofhim andIknowheloves

youdeeply,problem isKutloanoisnotanopen



book,youneedtopushitinordertoseethe

realhim butdon'tpushittoohardbecausethat

mightpushhim away"Shesays.

"FirsttimeImethim ,heneverlaughed,smiled

orcrackjokesbutastimegoesIlearnthe'sa

clownandhe'smorerelaxedwhenyou're

around,youwannaknowwhy?Becausewhen

you'rearoundhim heknowsyouaresafeand

nothingoranyonewillevertouchyoubabygirl

sodon'teverdoubtthelovehehasforyouandI

knowinduetimeyouguyswillbeback

together"Shesayswithawidesmile.

Iwipemytears,"Doyoureallythinkheloves

me?"Iask

"Iknowhelovesyou,nodoubts"Sheanswers



"WipethosetearsandI'm goingtogetwine,I

heardoneglassdoesn'thurtapregnant

woman"Shewinkswalkingout.

Ismiletomyselfshakingmyhead.

InfewminutestimeshecomesbackwithLindi,

ZamaandMbali."Youcameherewithoutus,

Satan!"Mbalisayswalkinginattackingmewith

ahug.

Shelooksgorgeous,she'sscarcethesedays

bothherandLango."Ifinishedearlyatwork

andIdroveherestraight"Ianswer.

"Ididn'tknowthiswasapyjamaparty"Zama



"YouknowhowweirdisKhumoIfoundher

alreadyinpyjamaseatingsalad"Isayandweall

burstoutlaughingatKhumo.

"Wehaveanewmember"Iaddsaying.

"Khumotoldme,whoisshe?Isshenice?"Lindi

asks,alreadythesegirlsaredrinkingwine.

"BeforewecontinuewhereisKamoand

Katlego?"Mbali

Khumocallsouthersistersandthey

immediatelycomefollowingeachotherwearing

gowns."Sesiphelele,wecannowgossip"Mbali

says.



"Thesetwoarepartofthecomrades?"Khumo

asks.

"Wearedatinginasamecircle,masifasifa

sonke"ZamaanswersandKhumolooksatme,

Idon'twanttotelltheladiesyetaboutmybreak

upwithKutloano.

"Anywaysnewmember..."Lindi

"Newmember?"Katlego

"Awazinawe!"Mbalisays.

"WellguysweknowThatojustfoundoutabout

hislonglosttwinbrotherandhisnameis



Thapelo,ThapeloismarriedtoKaminaand

she'snice"Khumo

"Kaminalikethatgirlfrom TheQueen?"Zama

canbestupidsometimes.

"YesZama"Khumo

"Whywedon'tcallhersoshecanjoinsus?"

Lindi

"Goodidea"Khumotakesoutherphoneandwe

alllookatherasshe'stalkingoverthephone

aftershedropsthecallwewaitforhertotellus

theanswer.

"She'scoming"Shesays.



WecontinuechattingandKhumoeatingher

leaves,Kamocaneatheysincewegothere

she'sbusyeatingkancanekancaneandKatlego

isjustokay.

KhumoandKamoaredoingthemostwiththe

eating.

Aknockinthedoorinterruptsusandwealllook

ateachother,"Comein"Khumoanswersand

KaminawalksinherpyjamassinceKhumo

alertedher.

KhumoandKaminaareourdwarfsinourteams

therestofusarejuststreetlights.

"Kamina,youmadeit"KhumosaysandKamina



isjustflashingasmile.Wedotheintroduction

andthenightprovestobesonicedrinking

virgincocktailthatKaminacamewithto

accommodatepregnantladies.

"Ihonestlyfeellikewearealldatingasame

man"Zama

"Iknowright,Scottrecentlyjustchangedand

he'spossessiveandsooverprotectiveIjust

don'tgetit"Katlego

"Wellit'slove"

"KhumoIdon'tknowwhyyou'retryingto

normalizethisbehavior"Zama,IfKhumonotice

she'seatingherleaveswemighthavewar.



"Wearetheirsanitythat'swhytheybecomeso

overprotective"

"Khumoisthemotheroftheteam"Lindi

"Shewasherefirstanyways"Mbali

"Fuckno!Youwereherefirstrememberwhen

Thatocamewithhisgirlfriendwithpinkweave

attheparty?"

"Okay,okayIgetitbutyou'rethemother

becauseyouknowhowtodealwithallofthem"

"Ihaven'tdealtwithThapeloandScottthough

guys"Khumo



"I'm sureyouwilldealwithThapelosoon"

Kamina,wejusttoldherstoriesaboutKhumo

andshewasshocked.

"YouwilldealwithScottsoonsinceI'm

pregnant"Katlego

Weburstoutlaughing,Friendsarereally

important.

CHAPTER5

KUTLOANO

ForthepastweekI'vebeentryingtofigureoutif

Iwanttoallowmyfeelingstocontrolmeand

becomemushyasThatoorjustbethejerkthat

Iam andletLondekagobecauseshedeserves

betterbutaftermyconversationwithChun-LiI



thinkI'vemadeupmymind.

Londekaissobeautiful,lightskinnedlikeshe's

sun-kissed,longlashes,poutylipsandsmall

Asianeyeswhenshe'sreallyhornyyou'dthink

hereyesareclosed.

She'sclosetoperfection,Iknowthere'sno

suchthingasperfectbutLondekaexistand

onlyshecanmakemecheesyandturnmeinto

abeastatthesametime.

"Drivefaster"Itellmydriverangrilyasweare

drivingtoMusgravetowhereLondekawas

seenwitharandom man.

Ilookaroundandmyeyesfindherinablack

dress,shelookslikethefirsttimeIsawherat



thefuneral.

Inherblackhuggingdresswithdetails,her

aurademandsattentionwhenshe'sintheroom.

Thesightofherandthatmanismakingmy

bloodboilandtheylookreallycozy.

Iwalktowardstheirtableandwhenhereyes

findsminesIseeherpanicking.

Iclearmythroat,theybothfaceme"CanI

join?"IfakesmilelookingatLondekamaking

surewedon'tbreakeyecontact.

"Andwhoareyou?"Theguyasks,ifwewasn't

inpublicspaceIwould'veslaughteredhim for



justtalkingtomywoman.

"Theladyherewilltellyou"Isaystilllookingat

Londekawholookslikeshewillurinateherself

anytimefrom now.

"Uhm...thisismyboyfriendKutloano,babythis

isMthobisimycollogue"Shesaysstutteringat

leastshecalledmeherboyfriendandbaby.

"Nicetomeetyou..."

"Mthobisi"HeremindsmenotthatIforgot,I

shakehishand,I'm notabadpersonafterall.

"Londeka,let'sgo"Isaytoher.



"But..."shetriesexplainingandIgiveheran

intenselook.

"MthobisiIwillseeyoutomorrow"Shesays

gettingupswallowinghersaliva,I'm gladIstill

haveaneffectonher.

Iholdherhandaswebothwalkoutofthe

restaurant,"Icanexplain"Shetellsmeaswe

walktothecarwithhershoesmakingnoise.

"Youbetterhaveagoodexplanation

MaGumede"Isaytoheropeningthepassenger

seatforherbeforewejumpinsidethecarand

driveoff.

Whensherealisedwearedrivingtoherhouse

shelooksatme,"Ain'twegoingtoyour



house?"Sheasksmewithherlipstrembling.

"Whyshouldwe?I'm goingtodropyouoff"Isay

lookingaheadofher.

"Canwegotoyourhouse,sowecantalk"she

begs.

Ilookather,shelooksoutsidethewindow.

"Youheardthelady"Itellthedriverandhe

immediatelychangesdirectionstomyhouse.

"Areyoustillhavingmefollowed?"Sheasksme

leaningonmyshoulder,she'sslowlycalming

hernervesnow.

"Yes"Ianswersimply.



"Why?"Shepicksherheaduplookingatme.

"BecauseIcareaboutyou"Itellher

SheblinkstwiceandwhenshedoesthisIknow

shewantstocry,"Londeka"Icallher

Shefacesme,"Iloveyou"Iblurtout.

Shesmiles,"Iknow"Shesaysthenleanonmy

shoulderagain.

Sigh!

Wedrivethroughthegatetomyhouseandwe



bothjumpoff,wehaven'tbeenexchanging

words.

Idon'tknowwhattosayhonestly,wheneverI

speakmymindIenduphurtingherIdon'twant

that,IjustwanthertoknowIcanoffermore,I

canofferwhateverthatshewantsfrom me.

CHAPTER6

Kutloanoiscalmingdownnow,Icanstillsee

rageinhiseyesthough.

Wegettohishouseandhewalkstothekitchen

soImightaswellfollowhim behind.

Iseatonthehighstool,lookingathim walking

aroundthekitchen.



Hetakesoutbread,butterandpeanutbutter

beforeheboilswatermakingtwocupsof

coffee.

Heneverdonethisbefore,cute.

Heplacesmyplateinfrontofmewithtwo

slicesofbreadandacupofcoffee.

Webotheatsilentlywhenhe'sdoneheleaves

meafterwashinghisdishes,O-kay.

IcontinueeatingwhenI'm doneIwashmy

dishesandheadtohisroom andhe'snothere,

thesmellofnicotinetellsmehe'ssmokingat

thebalcony.



IchangeintohisT-shirtafterfewminuteshe

walksback.

"Youcannowexplainyourself"Hesayssitting

onthebedroom couch.

Helooksatme,Ican'treadhisface.

"Iloveyoutoo"Itellhim sinceIdidn'treply

earlier.

Hesmiles,thatsmilemyweakness.

Iknowit'sgenuinesincehisdimpleappeared.

"I'm sureyoucangivemeabetterexplanation"

Hesayswithhishandonhischin.



"Heaskedmetogooutwithhim forlunch,he

wasflirtingwithmebutIdidn'tflirtwithhim"I

explainbitingmylowerlip,whyam Iexplaining

myselfcausewebrokeup?

"Oh!Whenhewasflirtingwithyouwhatdidyou

do?"HawuKutloano!

"Nothing.."Idon'twanttoarguetoday.

"Doyouhateme?"Andthen.

"No"Ianswersimply

"Youjustlikeseeingmeangry?"Webrokeup!!!

"That'snottrue"Ianswer



Hishandsareshaking,hewalkstothebalcony

againandthesmellofnicotinetellsmehe's

havinganothercigarettesoI'lljustwaitherefor

him withmystomachinknots.

Hecomesbackandstandinfrontofme,He

should'veplayedbasketballsincehe'ssucha

giraffe.

"Doyoutrustme?"Heasksmelookingintomy

eyes,Inod.

"Youcan'ttalk?"Duh!

"Ican"

"Doyoutrustme?"



"ItrustyouKutloano"Iassurehim.

"Doyoureallywanttobemine?Withallmy

flawsandall?"Heasksme.

"Yes"I'vealwaysbeenhis.

"Idon'tlikesharing,I'm possessiveandIhave

temperifanyonetalkstoyouorlookatyouI

willkillthem ,Isthatwhatyouwant?Affection

right?"Iknowyouarepossessivewhyishe

actinglikethisisnew?

"Hmm..."Isay

"SinceyouknowmethenacceptmeforwhoI



am andifyoucan'tdothatthen,Idon'tknow"

Whatam Igettingmyselfinto?

"Thiscomparisonofyoursneedstostopfrom

today,areweclear?Bekindtome,don'tstep

onmyshoesIlosecontrol"ThixowamaZulu!!

"Ifyoucan'tkeepwiththisthenangazi

uzokwenzanjani"Hecontinues.Ngiyahamba

obviously!!

"NowtakeoffyourthatT-shirtandliedownon

thatbed"What?

"Now?"Iaskdumbly

"Yesnow,MaGumede"



ItakeofftheT-shirtandliedownonthebed

facingtheceiling.

CHAPTER7

Youknowwhenyouwanttodosomething,

yourbodyalsowantsitbutyourmindwon't

allowyoutodoitthisisexactlywhatis

happeningtomerightnowasI'm lyingdown

facingtheceiling.

"Ican'tdothis"Isaywhispering.

"Ididn'tgetthat"Kutloanosays

"IsaidIcan'tdothis"I'm sureheheardmenow,

soIgetupandputbacktheT-shirtbeforeIsit



ontheedgeofthebed.

Hefrowns,"KutloanoIwanttoknowhowmuch

Imeantoyou,IgetityoulovemeandIlove

youbutIneedtohearitfrom youthatyou're

goingtogivememore"Isaylookingstraightat

him.

Heclenchhisjaw,Icanseehismanhoodfrom

thesweatpantsthatitwasreadytodevourme.

Hesitsonthebedroom couchwithhisheadin

betweenhislegsbeforeheletoutaheavysigh.

"Tellmehowyoufeel,Idon'tcarehowrawit

soundsbuttellmehowyoufeel"Hesays.



"Iloveyouyes!ButIcan'tkeepupwithyour

bullshitifyouwillmakemefeellikesecond

best.Wecan'trunawayfrom thefactyoucare

aboutotherpeoplebeforemeImeanthathowI

feelKutloano.I'm notfingerpointingbecause

I'm alsoonthewronghere"Istartyelling.

IknowhehatesitbutIcan'thelpit.

Hepickshisheadup,Ican'treadhisface.

"HaveyoueveraskedmeifI'm okay,

emotionally,physicallyhaveyouever?"Heasks

softly

Iswallowmysaliva.

"Doyouevercommunicatewithmewhen

thingsaregoingsouthinyourlife?Ihaveto



figureitoutmyselfright?"Hecontinuesasking.

Idon'tknowhowtorespond.

"It'snotthatIdon'tcareaboutyou,trustmeI

reallydocareandI'm sorryImadeyoufeelthat

way.ThereasonIalwaysjumpwhenThato

needsmeincludinghiswomanisbecause

thosepeoplearealwaysthereforemotionally,

I'm notdatingKhumobutshealwaysasksifI'm

okayandthat'swhyyou'vecreatedthisideaofI

caremoreaboutherwhichisnottrue.Icare

aboutyoumorethananyone,YOUfeellike

you'reputtingtoomucheffortinour

relationshipthanmebutthat'snottrue"He

says,He'snotshoutingoryellingbuthistoneis

firm andfrom whathe'ssayingIjustrealisedI

alsofuckedup.



"I'llforeverbegratefulforgivingmelifeand

loveagainandIwillforeverrespectyouforthat

butIalsowantmorefrom you,youcan'texpect

metogiveyoumorewhenyouarefailingtodo

thesamesopleasedon'tcomeatmeonsome

weakshitlikeIdon'tcareaboutyoubecause

webothknowthat'snottrue,Youdon'tknow

whatIgothroughsoit'stimeyoustopplaying

weaknessbecausewebothhaveourflaws"He

saysandgetupheadingtothedoor.

"Kutloano.."Heturnslookingatmeandhiseyes

areteary.

"I'm sorry..."I'm crying,"I'm sorryfordoubting

youandnotbeingthereforyouIthoughtyou

hadeverythingundercontrol"Isaystandinglike

afrozencarrot.



"Comehere"Hesays

Iwalktohim andheattacksmewithahug.

Icryonhischest,"I'm sorryformakingyoufeel

likeyou'rethesecondbestthat'snottrue,you

aremynumberoneandI'm willingtogiveyou

moreokay,Iwantustowork"Hesayskissing

thetopofmyhead.

"IloveyouandIdon'twantyoutoeverdoubt

that,youaremines"Hesaysagain.

"Doyouwantmilkandbiscuit?"Heasksme.

Inod,"Let'sgodownstairsthenwecanwatch

yourfavoriteboringshows"Hesays



Ipunchhim ,"Theyarenotboring"Isaywiping

mytears.

"Theyarebutwillwatchthem anywayssoIcan

getsomelater"Hewiggleshiseyebrowsaswe

bothwalkdownstairstothekitchen.

Idiot!

CHAPTER8

Idon'tknowwhatisitwithshortpeopleand

temper,Khumojustmademynight!!

WearestandingherelookingatThato's

Porschethatisbeyondrepairs,theywayshe

wastrashingitwhilescreaming'Howareyou

goingtotakemehomenowheh?!'IStan

KhumoGumede!!



"Youguysdidn'ttellmeshecangothisfar"

Kaminabreaksthesilence.

"Idon'tthinkanyoneunderstandsthisis

PorscheandnotPolovivo"Lungasayslaughing

insteadofbeingworriedofwhatmight

happenedtoThatoweareherelaughing.

Khumomightbeshortbutshehasthemost

beautifulbody,smallperkyboobs,she'scurvy

withasmallwaistwithabs,TeyanaTaylortype

ofbody.

"LetmecallThato,I'm worriedabouthim"

Kutloanosays,Weallworriedabouthim!!

"Loudspeakerlapho"Lungasays.



Hisphoneisringingbutnoanswer,"Whatif

he'sdead?"Idon'tknowwhyI'm laughingwhen

thisissoserious.

"Khumoisnotthatbad"Zamasays,she's

silentlylaughing,thelookonKutloanoand

Thapelo'sfacerightnow,hehe!!

"Notthatbad?Didyouseewhenshewas

walkingdownthestairsdraggingthegolfstick

likeChunkydon'tstressme"Kutloanosays.

Hisphoneringsandhejumpsansweringit.

"Thato..."Heanswers,wearealllookingathim.

"Loudspeaker"LindiwhispersandKutloano

immediatelyputitonloudspeaker.



"Areyouokay?"Thapeloasksfirst.

"I'm fine,wegothereminutesagoandshe

brokeeverythingaroundthehouseusingthe

baseballbat"Khumoismyspiritanimal!!

"Areyousureyouwanttomarryher?"Lunga

asks,theyaresoworriedguysit'snotfunny.

"HerpyschotendenciesarethereasonIlove

her,I'm heremakingherpeanutbutterandjam

sandwich"Thatotellsus,Ineedlessons.

"Sinceyouareokaythenlet'sleaveyouatit"

Kutloano,helooksrelievednow.



"Okay,sharp"Thatodropsthecall.

"ThankGodLondekaisnotlikethis"Kutloano

sayslookingatmeifheonlyheknewI'llbe

takinglessonsfrom Khumohewouldn'tsaythis.

"Sincetheyareokaycanwegobackinsideand

havefun"Luyolo

"Theyshouldcomeback"Kamina

"LetmecallThato"Thapelosayswalkinga

distance.

WewalkbackinsidethehouseandKamina

chaseoutthegirlwithalimewig.



Ifindaseatonthecouchandcontinuewithmy

drinkingwhenmymancomesandsitsnextto

me."MaGumede"Hecallsme.

"Hmm.."Irespondfacinghim.

"Areyouokay?"Heasksme.

"I'm fine.Areyouokay?"ThisisthefirsttimeI

askhim this,wearemakingprogress.

"I'm notokay"Heanswers.

"Talktome"Isay

"Iwanttoburymyselfinsideyou"Idiot!Iwas

hereworried.



"Wecan'tleavebaby,ThatoandKhumoare

comingbacklet'senjoyandhavefun"Isayto

him.

"Quickienyanaupstairs"Hebegs,Jesus!

"Later"Iwink

"IfyoutryrunningawayjustknowIwillgetyou"

Hekissesmylips.

"Iwon'thawu"Iassurehim.

"Iloveyouokay"Heremindsme.



"Iloveyoutoomuntuwami"Itellhim.

"Letmegototheguysthenlaterngizokudla

yezwa"OMG!!

"Goalready"Isaypushinghim andhegetsup

laughing.

CHAPTER9

ZamaandLuyoloarebusydancingwitheach

other,Zamaissofreespiritedthenallofus

andverymuchtalkative.HerandLuyoloare

exactlylikeZamaandJabufrom Isibaya.

Thealcoholisreallyenteringmysystem ,

ThapelokeepslookingatthedoorI'm surehe's

waitingforhistwinbrothertocomeback."Girl!!

ThiscocktailKaminamadeisreallydoingme



justfinestraighttomyclit"Mbalisaysthrowing

herselfnexttome.

"Langoisaroundgoandhoponhim"Itellher

takingasip.

"Wearecurrentlyfighting"Seemslikeevery

coupleishavingproblemsthesedays.

"What'swrong?"Iaskher,sheburpsfirst

beforetakingalongsipfrom herglass.

"Idon'thavearelationshipwithmyfamilyand

hewantsmetoreconcilewiththem beforewe

cangetmarried"Hereallylovesherifthat'sthe

case.



"Idon'tseeanythingwrongwiththat"Isay

Shesighs,"Problem isIlefthomebecausethey

didn'twantmetofollowmydreams"she

explains.

"Youarenotmodelanymore"

"Iwasrapedbymystepfatherwhenmymom

wasoutofthecountry"Myheartliterallyjust

stoppedbeating.

"DoesLangoknowsthis?"Iaskher,hereyes

areteary.

Sheshakesherheadno,"Langodoesn't

know?!"I'm abitaloud.



"Knowwhat?"IhearLango'sdeepvoiceask,

JesusChrist!!

IthinkhedeservestoknowthisasmuchasI

knowtheresultsbuthemustknow.

MbaliiscryingnowIdon'tevenknowwhatto

do."KnowwhatLondeka?"Heasksmeagain.

"It'snotmyplacetotellyoubutMbaliwilltell

you"Isaytohim.

HelooksatMbaliwho'scryingandhetakesher

handandtheywalkupstairs.

Atleastnoonenoticethat,Iwonderhowwill



Langotakethis!

Hisscenttellsmehe'saroundtheroom ,Ilook

aroundandmyeyesfindhim talkingtoThapelo

andlaughing.

Ican'tbelievethatisallmines!!

WhenhenoticesI'm lookingathim hewinksat

melickinghislowerlip,thisisnotgoodforme

andmyhornyself,letmegotothetoilet.

AfterIfinishdoingmythingIwashmyhands

andthedooropens."Hereyouare"Hesayswith

hishuskyvoicecausingwarmthinbetweenmy

legs.



BeforeIcansayawordhepicksmeupand

placesmeontableinthetoilet.

"Yousmelllikeflowersandcandy"Hesays

kissingmyneckandsqueezingmybreast.

"Youknowwearenotsupposedtodothis"Isay

withaseductivetone.

"Hmmm.."Heresponds.

What?He'salreadyinbetweenmylegsplaying

withhistongueonmyclit."Kutloano...

Mmhhhh"Imoan.

"I'm listening"Heresponds,He'snotsupposes

torespond!!



HefingerfucksmehardandIholdontothe

sinkformydearlife.

Icanseemyselfinthemirror."Don'tstop!!"I

beghim.

Ihelphim unbucklehispantswhilekissinghis

warm lipsthattastesminty.

Thefirstthrustmakesmetastemyeggsonmy

throat,Icanfeelhim insidemystomach."I

can'tgetusedtohowhugeyouare"Iwhisperin

hisearashekeepsthrustinginside

"Fuck!!"Hegroans.



Mynailsdigdeeperonhisskinandthepigment

startschanging.

Whenwebothreachtheclimax,hehelpsme

cleanmyselfupbeforehekissesmylips."Ilove

youMaGumede"Heassuresme.

"Iloveyoutoo"Itellhim smiling.

"Andyoutastereallygood"Stupid!!

"Ican'tbelievewejusthadsomeinthetoilet"I

giggle.

"Westillgonnahavesomeeverywheremylove"

RemindmewhyIlovehim again?



Theloudnoiseinterruptsourbondingsession

andwelookateachother."Anotherdrama"

Kutloanosaysshakinghisheadandweboth

headout.

WefindLangoliterallygoingcrazywithagunin

hishand."Babypleasecalm down"Mbaliis

begginghim buthe'snothavingit.

Angermixedwithalcohol.

"Langoyouneedtocalm downsowecanfinda

solutiontothissituationifyoukeepgoingcrazy

likethisthenwewon'tfindsolution"Kutloano

"Nyan'ndiyacelamanLangocalm down"Lunga

begginghisbrother.



He'scalmingnow,hesitsonthecouchwithhis

headinbetweenhislegs.

Mbalidoesn'tknowifsheshouldgoanywhere

nearhim orjuststandwhereversheisand

continuecrying.

"CanweallgotoThato'shouseanddropthe

ladiessowecantalk"Lango

WhywemustgotoThato'shousethough.

"Thatoshouldcomehereguys,youheard

Khumodestroyedeverythinginthehouse"Lindi

saysfirstandLungagivesheralookandshe

immediatelyshutsup.



"Lindiisright,Thatomustcomehereanddrop

Khumothenwecangotomyhouse"Kutloano,

Iwonderwhatthe'talk'isabout.

"WhenIcalledhim hesaidhecan'tcomeback"

Thapelo

"Thatwasbeforewehadanemergency,Iwill

callhim.Thapelopleasemakesurethesecurity

istightonceweleave"Kutloanosayswalking

out.

Idon'tlikethis.

CHAPTER10

IopenmyeyeswhenIfeelKutloanolickingmy

thighsandslowlyopeningmylegsandalready

myclitorisisthrobbingupanddown.



IpretendlikeIdon'twantsomebutmyclit

keepsmakingthat'quququ'thing.

Hestartsbrushingmygirlthenhelickshis

fingerslookingintomyeyes,freaky!!

Hegetsupfrom thebedandopenoneofthe

chestofdrawersandhecomesbackwithcuffs

andhecuffsme."Goodmorningbaby"He

smirks.

MybreathingisalreadyheavilyasifIwas

runningagainstOscarPistorius.

BeforeIcanrespondhe'salreadysatisfyingmy

clitoriswithhismagicaltongue.



"Kutloanopleaseuntieme"Ibeghim moaning,

Ifeelsopowerless.

Iwanttoholdontosomething,anything.

"Fuck!!,KutloanoI'm goingtocum inyour

mouth"Itellhim buthedoesn'tstop,heinsert

histwofingersandstartfingerfuckingme.

"Aaahhhhhhh"ImoanloudlythistimeandI'm

surehisneighbourscanhearhim.

Heinserthimselfinsideme."Youaresowet"

Helooksintomyeyessmirking.

Iclosemyeyes,hisJewelissohuge.



"Londeka..."Hecallsme.

"Hmmm..."Irespondmorelikemoaning.

"Openyoureyes"Hecommandsmovingslowly,

he'smakingsurehe'sgivingmethepleasure

whilegentlyyetviolentlysqueezingmybreast.

Iopenthem thenIclosethem again."Openyour

eyessthandwasami"Hebegsmethistime.

Iopenthem andwemakeaneyecontact,he

changesthepace.

"Ahhhh...fuck..Londeka!!"Hegroansloudlyand

we'vebothcreatedmusicwithourmoansand



groans.

Hekeepsthrustinganddislocatingmywomb,I

keepstealingglancesathim.

Kutloanohasdarkishbrowneyeswiththick

pinklipsandaO-shapedbeard.

Ilovethetattooontheleftsideofhischest.

Whenwebothreachtheclimaxhefallsontop

ofmecallingmyname.

Hekissesmyforeheadthenheuncuffsme.

"Youdidn'tsayGoodmorningtome"Hesays

tracinghisfingersonmycollarboneasweare

bothfacingeachother.



"Goodmorningtoyoutoo"Ismileathim.

Hekissesmynosethenhesmileslookinginto

myeyes."I'llbedownstairsmakingbreakfast"

Hesaysthenhegetsupfrom thebed.

"I'm rightbehindyou"Itellhim ,hewinksand

walkoff.

AssoonashedisappearsIstartdancingthenI

putonhisshirtandheadtothekitchen.

Ifindhim whistlingandmakingbreakfast.

"Whattimeareweleaving?"Iaskhim.Heasked

metojointhem toPortShepstone.



"Around9,Idon'tknow,youknowKhumoand

Thatoarealwayslate"Heanswers.

"I'm nervous"Iblurtout.

"Don'tbe,Khumowillbetheretodefendyou

whenI'm notaround"Heanswers.

"She'sonfirethesedays"Isaysmilingand

thinkingaboutmycousin.

"Shealwaysbeenactually,doyouwantwaffles

andwings?"Heasksme,Inod.

Afterhefinishesmakingbreakfastheseats

nexttomeandwebothdigin.



"Thisisnice"Isaychewing.

"Notlikeyourpunani"Hewinksatme,Jesus!!

"Yousuchanidiotsometimes"Ipushhim

playfully.

"Ididn'tknowanidiotcanownacompanylike

mines"Hewiggleshiseyebrows.

"Cockymuch?"Iraisemyeyebrow,"Iloveyou"I

blurtout.

"Iloveyoutoomylove"Heanswerskissingmy

cheeks.

"Letmegoupstairsandstartpackingforus"



"Ilikeyournewhairbytheway"He

complementsme.Ihaveanewcurlywigwith

greentints.

"Thankyoubaby"Ihughim aroundhisneck

thenIheadupstairssoIcanstartpacking.

I'm soinlove.

CHAPTER11

KaminaandIaregoingtoshitourselvesweare

quitethroughoutthewholetrip.Youwillnever

knowwhatgoesthroughKhumo'smindsoI

highlydoubtshe'snervousasweare.



"Ladiesdon'tbeshockedwhenoneofyour

man'sexesshowsupinthemiddleofthenight

inyourroom totellhim theyhaveababy

together,thosearethestuntstheypullatyour

inlaws"KhumosaystoKaminaandI,Kutloano

laughsloudlyandThatoseemsirritated.

"Didthathappentoyou?"Kaminaasks

interested.

"Yes!AndIhadtorunafterThatobarefootin

themiddleofthenight"Shecontinuestelling

thestory.

Thatogivesheralookwiththecornerofhis

eyesandshewinksatus.

"I'm jokingbabyhawu"Shesaysleaningonhis



shoulder.

WepassthegreenboardsayingPort

Shepstoneandimmediatelymyheartstarts

beatinghardagainstmychesteventhoughI

knowwearestillfarfrom wheretheystaybut

I'm justnervous.

"Khumzo"Hinatacallshermom,sheturns

lookingatherbabygirl.

"CanItakeoffmyfurcoatI'm feelinghot"She

says,shelookscuteonherblackshortdress

andfurcoat.

"Cha,youarecatchingfludoyouwanttoget

sick?"SheasksherwithastricttoneandHinata

doesn'trespond.



"Papas..."Shecallsherfather.

Thatofacesher,"CanItakeoffmycoatI'm

feelinghot"Thisonewantsasmackfrom

KhumoIsee.

ThelookKhumogivesThato,thisfamily

deservestheirownTVshow."Youheardyour

mom"Thatoresponds.

"MalumeKutloano"Hinataknowshowtogeton

Khumo'snervesit'scute.

"Idon'twanttogetintroubleprincess"Kutloano

answers.



Shekeepsquiteforawhilethenshecallsme,I

respondtoher."Areyoufeelinghotaunt

Londz?"She'ssosmart.

"I'm feelinghotprincess,why?"Iaskher

"Let'stakeoffourjackets"Somanipulative.

"Ifwetakeoffourjacketswewillcatchflu,do

youwanttogetsick?"Iaskher

"Khumowilltakecareofme"Sheanswers

"Whowilltakeofyou?"Khumoasksher.

"ImeantAuntKamina,sometimesIget

confusedyouknowtheKsareveryconfusing"I



needtoadoptthischild.

Weburstoutlaughinginacar."She'ssosmart"

Thapelosays.

"IknowIneedherIQcheckedshame"Thato

"Idon'twantmyIQchecked"Hinata

"Whynot?"Thapelo

"GodmadeitHighforareason"Socute.

"Youaremyfavourite"Kamina

"Whataboutme?"Sapphire



"Bothofyou"Sheresponds.

Thekidseventuallyfallsasleepincluding

KhumoandKamina.

WhenItrytosleepIkeepwakingupbecauseof

myanxiety.

Wepassthemalltobuygroceries,whenweleft

thecarwesaidweweregoingtobuyfewthings

butFirstLadyisbuyingthewholestore.

I'm takingfewnotesfrom herafterwefinishthe

grocerywecontinuewithourdestination.

Wedrivethroughthelonggate,Thisisa



palace!!

Andit'ssurroundedbyniceroundvels,I'm

guessingthisisthewholefamilystanding

outsidewaitingforustocomeoutthecar.

"Ladiesrelaxandkillthem withkindness"

Khumoandshe'sreallyhelping.

Whenwejumpoffthecartheauntsstarts

ululatingwhentheyseeThapelo.

KhumoiscarryingHinatainherarms,there's

anauntwhojustgaveusanevillookand

alreadyIwanttoturnbackandgohome.

Weslowlywalktowardsthem."Nazenafika



besithianisezi"Amanwithawhitebeardand

hugebellysaysshakinghandswithThato

"Wewerestuckinatraffic"Kutloanoanswers.

"Makotiwethu,it'sgoodtoseeyouagain"He

saystoKhumoandshesmilesathim withher

eyeslookingatnothingbutthegrounds.

TheyaretalkingtoThapelonow."Whichoneis

yoursbetweenthesetwoflowersThapelo?"

Theyaskhim.

HepointsatKaminawho'sgoingtofaint

anytimefrom now,theygreether.

"ThewomanwhostoleKutloano'sheart"He



saystome,myhandsaresweatingandmy

cheeksarepink.

"Let'shopenexttimewhenyoucomebackyou

willbetheKhuzwayowife"Hesaysshakingmy

handsinceIdon'tknowwhattosayI'lljust

smile.

"Masingaqendiizindabaemnyangolet'sgo

inside"Hesaysandweallfollowhim behind.

"Areyouokay?"Kutloanoasksmeholdingmy

waistaswewalkinsidethehouse,Ididn'tknow

ruralareashassuchnicehouses.

"I'm finebaby"Ianswer



"Yourhandsaresweatysothatmeansyouare

lyingtome"Heknowsme.

"I'llbefine"Iassurehim.

"Iftheygiveyouhardtimeletmeknow,you

knowIwillkillforyou"Ibelievehim.

"StopworryingI'llbefine"Iassurehim again.

HekissesmycheekandIimmediatelypush

him awayandhelaughsloudly,nxh!

CHAPTER12

Thedriveissilencejustfilledwithmysnobs

andsniffs,myeyesaresopuffyandtired.



Kaminaisleaningherheadagainstthewindow

whileshe'sbitinghernails,Ifeelforher.

KhumoisnottalkingbutIcantellshe'sboiling

withanger,IwishIwasbravelikehertheway

shestoodupformereallymeansalottomeI

stillneedtothankherforthat.

Ireallycan'treadKutloano'sfacebutthere's

rageinhiseyes.

Ithoughtweweregoingtothehotelbutwejust

parkedattheundergroundparkingandthisisa

beachhouseinMargateorsomethinglikethat

though.

WejumpoffthecarandKutloanowalksinfront

ofus,wearefollowinghim behindlikethree



puppies.Heunlocksthedoorandweallgetin.

IsthisahotelorThato'shouse?I'm confused

becausethere'sKhumoandHinata'spicturesall

overthewallsandI'm sureKhumowasn'taware

whenThatowastakingthesepictures.

Thedesignisveryminimalisticsomething

Khumowouldgofor.

ShelooksatKutloano,I'm guessingsheneeds

anexplanation."ItHinata'shousedon'tgiveme

thatlook"KutloanosaystoKhumowalkingto

thekitchen.

"IfI'm nottestedbymyinlawsit'sThato"She

saysthrowingherselfonacouchandplacing

herfeetonthewoodentablewiththreewhite



vases.

KaminaandIalsosettleinandshehasn't

utteredaword.

Khumo'sphonestartsvibratingfrom herbag

andsheleavestheroom.

Isigh."YouknowKutloanowon'tmarrythat

woman,youdon'thavetostress"Kamina

Ihavehiccups,"Yousawhowhisfamilyislike

theymightforcehim"Itellher.

"Kutloanouyakuthandaandyousawhowhe

wentlokowhentheymentionedthatmarriage

topic"Ididn'tknowKaminacanunderstandand



speakZulu,I'm soshocked.

ShenoticesI'm shockedandshelaughs,"I'm

Zulumogherldon'tforgetthat"Shesaysstill

laughingandIjoinher.

Weareinterruptedbytheglassesbreakingand

quicklyrushtoseewhat'shappeningand

Khumobrokeavaseandherhandisbleeding.

"I'm okay,itwasamistake"Shesays.

Kutloanoquicklyrushintheroom."Khumoyou

reallywantThatotokillus?"Heasksin

annoyance.

"Isaiditwasamistakekantiyini?"Twobullsin

onekraal,it'snotgoingtowork.



"I'm comingtogetfirstaid"Kutloanosaysthen

walkout.

Iquicklygothebathroom forwarm waterand

dettolthenIcleanherupandbandageherhand.

ShekeepsdoingbreathingexercisesandI'm

startingtothinkherbloodpressureishigh,

reasonbeingshe'sworriedthatThatoisnot

hereandweallknowwhathappenswhenthe

Khuzwayobrothersareangry.

"Khumoyouaresweating,areyouokay?"

Kaminaasksherworried.

"I'm fine,Iwanttosleep"Sheanswers,she's

lying.



"WhileyouaresleepingIwillmakesomething

toeatforyou,okay"Isaytoher,shenods

smilingthenweallwalkout.

"Doyouguyshaveanyideawhyshe'ssweating

likethat?IfsomethinghappenstoherThato

willkillthethreeofus"Kutloanoispacing

aroundtheroom makingmedizzy.

Whenhisphonerings,hepauseslookingatus.

"Thato"Hetellsus,Iwanttolaughsobadat

howhelooks.

"Answeritbaby"Itellhim ,helooksatmeand

smile.MaybehethoughtIwasmadathim

aboutwhathappenedbackhome.

Heanswersthecallandputitonloudspeaker,



"I'm tryingtocallKhumoandherphoneisgoing

tovoicemail.Hinatawastakinganapandshe

wokeupcryingaskingifKhumoisokayIthink

shehadoneofherdreamssoIwanttofindout

ifshe'sokay"Thato

"She'sfine,shebrokeavasebutshe'sokay"

Kutloanoanswersstuttering.

"Pleasecheckonherforassurance"Thatobegs.

"Iwillcallyouback"Hesaysthendropsthecall.

Hewalksbacktotheroom andIhearhim

screamingformyname.

Iquicklyruntothem.



OMG!!Khumoisbleeding."Pleasegoparkthe

caroutsidethegate,wearecomingjustnow"I

didn'thearaword,I'm frozenandcrying.

Shelookssoweakandcrying."Londeka!!!"

Kutloanoshoutsbringingmebacktoearth.

"DowhatItoldyoubabyandcalm down,she's

fine"HesaysscoopingKhumo.

"She'sbleeding...she'spregnantandshe'snot

supposedtobleed"Istartbabbling.

"DowhatItoldyoutodo"Hetellsme.

IrunoutlikeamadpersonandIparkthecar



outsidethegate.

IseeKutloanoandKaminaapproachingthecar

withKhumo.

I'm cryingandprayingthatnothinghappensto

thebabiesbecauseitwillkillKhumo.

IcrawltothebackseatandKhumoissleeping

onmythighs,Kaminaisinthefrontseat.

Thatocallsagainandhe'sconnectedon

Bluetooth."Issheokay?Pleasetellherto

switchonherphone"Thato,he'spanicking

whereverheis.

"Wearetakinghertothehospital"Kutloano



sayssoftly.

Noresponse!!

"Thato!"Kutloanocallsforhim.

"Whathappened?"Heaskswithadefeatedtone.

"She'sbleedingbutshe'llbefine"Kutloanotries

assuringhim.

"Bleedingwhere?Herhandsorsomething"This

ishard.

"Thato..."KaminaintervenebecauseKutloanois

tonguetied.



"IsKhumookayyesorno!!"He'syelling.

"Shewillbefine!"Kamina.

"Kutloanotextmethelocationtothehospital

youareheadingto"Thatothenhedropsthecall.

Wearedead,dead,dead!!

"Ihopenothinghappenedtothebabiesthiswill

killbothofthem"Kutloanosays,Idon'tknowif

he'stalkingtousoralone.

"ThisisgoingtoactivateThato'sbeastshit!!"

Hehitsthestarring.



DoyouknowwhyI'm worried?Thatosaid

kuzocithekaigaziandifanythingreallyhappens

toKhumoandthebabieseverythingpoints

backtotheirauntsanduncles.

Jesus!!

CHAPTER13

Khumowillmakeussufferfrom heartattacks

butatleasttheydidnotadmitherforanightso

lastnightshewasdischargedandwhenwegot

home,Iwentstraighttobed.

ThismorningIwokeupfeelingsicksoIrunto

thetoilettospew,Kutloanoappearsfrom the

door."Babyareokay?"Heasksbrushingmy

back.



Iwipemymouthgettingupnexttothetoilet

seattothesinktowashmyfaceandmouth,

"I'm finebaby,don'tworry"Irespondhalf

smiling,Ican'thelpmyselfbutspewagain.

Kutloanolooksworried,Idon'tblamehim

maybeitstheatmosphereI'm in.

Webothwalkbacktothebedroom."Letmego

andmakesomethingtoeatforyou,isthat

okay?"Heasksme.

"Thankyoubaby,Iwilltakeashowerwhile

you'reatit"Irespondkissinghislips,Idon't

knowwherewestandfornowafterthemeeting

athishouse.Idon'tknowifhewilltakeZodwa

ashissecondwifeormaybeI'm thesecond

wife?



I'veneverlikedpolygamybutafterreading

RaymondOurHusbandIthinkit'sokaybutfar

awayfrom methough.

ItakeashowertheIjumpoffoutoftheshower

andwrapthetowelaroundmybodybefore

headingbacktotheroom weareusing.

AsI'm busymoisturisingmybody,Kutloano

walksinwithatray."Canyoubelievethatshort

humanmadememakenoodlesandpeanut

butterforher"Hetellsmeplacingatrayonthe

table.

Wafflesandwings,hewentTexasstyle."Which

oneKaminaorKhumo?"Iaskhim laughing.



Helaughswithme"Chun-Liwhyyou'remaking

funofthem becauseyouarealsoshort?"He

askskissingmyshouldersandmyneck.

"I'm twoinchestallerbaby"Irespondtohim

lettingoutasmallmoan.

"Canwetalk?"Heasksme,I'm notready.

"Yasure"IrespondandIturnfacinghim.

"Iloveyou..."Hereminds.

Iinterject"But..?"Iaskhim ,I'm soanxious.

"There'snobut,Iwon'tmarryherifthat'swhy

you'rethinking.Iloveyouandonlyyou



Londeka"Heassuresme.

"But,youreldersmadethedecisionbaby"I

remindhim.

"YoucanmarryherifuthandacauseI'm telling

youIwon'tmarryher,Idon'tcarewhatthe

elderssays"Sorudeyetsoattractive.

"YouarebeingruderightnowKutloano"Isay

withafirm tone.

"Ngiyaxolisasthandwasami"Idon'tblame

Zodwaforwantingapeiceofhim.

"Letmeshowerwhileyoueatsowecanget

goingokay"Hekissesmyforeheadandwalkoff.



IdestroythefoodandIonlylefttheboneson

theplate,Ialmostatethem too.

IhavesomuchappetiteyetI'm feelingsick.

Kutloanowalksbackandhelooksatme,"You

alreadydoneeating?"He'sshocked.

"Youalreadydoneshowering,please"Ilaugh,

hejoins.

IwasquitethewholewaytoKutloano'shouse,

I'm feelingdizzyandtired.

"SinceLondekaissickshe'sgoingtoliedowna

bitinmyroom"Kutloanoannouncesandhis



auntsgivesmealook.

"Noproblem ,I'm sureKaminaandKhumowill

survive,whenyou'reokayLondekayoucan

comeback"Idon'tknowherbutshewasn't

hereyesterday,sheseemsnicewithabeautiful

senseofstyleunliketheothertwofarm

pumpkins.

Kutloanotakesmetohisroom."Babythisisnot

right,letmegoandhelptheotherswith

preparation"Itellhim assoonaswegetintohis

room thatlookslikeheaven.

Everythingisinwhiteincludingthefluffymaton

thefloor,Kutloanoisacleanfreakwealways

arguebecauseIam soclumsy.



"Doyouwantustostartgoingbackandforth

aboutyourhealthbecauseIdon'thavethat

energy"Bitter!

"Wearenotgoingbackandforthyouwantyour

auntiestotalkaboutme?Ifthat'swhatyou

wantthenIwillsleep"Itellhim.

Hegivesmeanintenselook,"Whydoyoucare

aboutwhattheysay?"Heraisehiseyebrows,

sometimesheuseshispenistothinkyazi.

"Theyareyourfamily"Itellhim.

"DowhateveryouwantMaGumede"Hewalks

outleavingmebehind.Uyangiduba?Alright



Iwalkbacktothekitchenandalleyesareon

me."Whyareyounotsleeping?"Khumoasks

me.

"Imaginesleepingekhweni,youwantthose

auntstodislikemeevenmore"Irespondwitha

gigglewashingmyhands.

BothherandKaminalaughandIgivethea

handtoprepare.

Khumojustleftwithprincessafteroneofthe

farm pumpkinswasbusythrowingunnecessary

comments.

Therearecarsoutsidethatjustgothereand

whenIcheckit'sthecomradesandtheirmen

includingmysonLethu.



Herunstomeandgivesmeahug"Whereis

pops?"Heaskspullingoutfrom thehug,Idon't

knowwherehewenttoo.

"Somewherearoundthehouse,golookfor

otherkidsontheothersideofthehouse,

there'saplayroom"Itellhim andhewalksoff.

Thisfamilyhiredaplayroom forthekidstoday

sincethere'saceremonythere'severythingyou

canthinkof,I'm talkingaboutcandy,jumping

castlese.t.c

"Mogherlswhatcanwedotohelp?"Zamaasks

firstandKaminagiggles.

"Thedecoteam isontheirway,KhumoandI



werethecateringteam.Ithinkthat'sit"Kamina.

"BetterthenIhatecooking"Zamasays.

WhenwewalktothetentwesawKhumoand

herdaughterhavingaconversationafterHinata

ranoffsheseemslikeshewasstrugglingto

breath.

Thatojusttookherandtheywenttothe

roundvel."I'm startingtoworryaboutKhumo"

Kaminasaysbitinghernails,okaythisisher

habit.

"Whatgoingonguys?"Lindiasksworried.

"Yesterdayshewasbleedingandnowthis"



Kamina

Lindigasp,"Arethebabiesokay?Thiscannot

happen"Shestartstalkingandnotcatchingher

breathe.

"Weneedtotellmom"Kamo

"Isuggestwedon't,wedon'twantMamkhulu

worrying,I'm suretheywillhelpKhumo"Itell

her

Hinatarunstouscrying,"Whatiswrongbaby?"

Katlegoasksherandpickingherup.

"Theyarecoming,Idreamtaboutthem ,they

arecoming!!"Shecrieslouder,I'm soscared.



"Whoiscoming?"Katasksherandshecries

louder.

Itslikeshe'shavingseizurenowandhereyes

turnedwhite.

Wearescreaming!!!Idon'tknowwhattodo.

Kutloanoandtheunclesruntous.

Kutloanotakesher"PrincesstalktoMalume,

whatdoyousee?"Heasksher

She'sonlysixforheavensake!!



She'snotrespondingjustcrying,"Naomi

khulumanomkhuluwakhoNkosazana

ubonani?"Theyaskheragain.

"Theyarecomingwithguns"What?

"Whoiscomingwithguns?"Kutloanoclenchis

jaw.

"Weneedtotakehertotheroundvelandstay

armed"Theunclessaysandtheywalkoff.

Myheartisbeatingheavilyagainstmychest,

I'm goingtofaintjustnow.

"Whatisgoingon?"Mbaliasksspooked



Keletsowalkstous"Allofyouneedtogoinside

thehouserightnow"Hecommands.

"Whatisgoingon?"Kamo

"Babywewon'targuenotnowpleaseespecially

sincewedon'tknowwhatmighthappenso

pleasegoinsidethehouse,nonke"Whatspecial

insidethehouse.

"Youarenotsureifwearesafeinsidethe

house"Kamo

"Everythingisbulletproofsopleaseman,go

inside"Hesaysandwalkoff.

Allthesebrothershavetempervele!!



AswewalkinsidethehouseweseeThato

comingoutfrom theroundvelwhereKhumo

wastakentooandhe'spink,thisbad.

Wewalkinsidethehouseandweareatthe

kitchenwhenhewalksinside"Refilwe"Hecalls

hissister.

"Bhuti.."Sheresponds.

"WhereisAuntCebileandherrighthandman?"

Heasksangrilythatmightbethetwofarm

pumpkins.

"Theyleftminutesago,theysaidtheyaregoing

tothemallbecausesomethingswerenot

bought"Sheanswersandshrug.



"Kaminawhereisyourman?"Heasksfacing

Kamina

"Outsidewherethecowisbeingslaughtered"

Sheanswers

ThenThatowalksout.

Sigh,tellmewhyIcamehere?

CHAPTER14

AftertheshootingstartedKutloano'smother

tookustothisotherroom behindthewall,I

don'tknowifthismakessensebutthewallwas

actuallythedoortothisroom.

Khumowasgoingcrazyandshoutingwhilethe



restofuswerequartertourinatingourselves,

myheartclenchedagainstmychestevery

minuteIheardgunshotsbecauseKutloano

wasotherthere.

I'm inKutloano'sroom afterKhumoandThato

lefttothehospital,weallthoughthewasgoing

todie.

I'm stillfeelingsicklikeI'm catchingflu,adoor

slightlyopensandKutloanowalksinlooking

scruffyandhewalkstotheshower.

Idon'tknowwhattosaytohim ,Iknowhow

deeplyhurtheisafterhisbrotherwasshot,he

walksbackwithatowelaroundhiswaist.

"Baby..."Icallhim ,Kutloanodon'tjustopenup

abouthowhefeels.

Hefacesmydirectionwithhislipspulled

together,"Makelovetome"Isaysoftly,don't

getmewrongit'sgoingtobeeasyforhim tolet

outhisfrustrations.



"NottodayLondeka"Hesaysandcontinue

moisturizinghisbody.

Igetupfrom theedgeofthebedandwalkto

him ,Iturnhim aroundandattackhislipswith

minesandherespondsgrabbingmybutttightly

androughly.

Hepullsoutfrom thekissandhelooksintomy

eyes"Ican'tdothis"Hesayslookingaway.

"Iwantustotalkrather,Idon'twantyoutofeel

liketheonlywayIcanopenuptomyemotions

isthroughsex,Iloveyousomuchforthat"He

continuessaying,Ifeelbadforsuggestingsex.

Ilookathim notresponding.

Hekissesmyforehead"IloveyouMaGumede"

Heremindsmemakingmeblush.

"Iloveyoubaby"Iassurehim andhesmiles.

"WhenIcomebackwewilltalk,isthatokay?"

Heasksme.



"I'dlovethat"Itellhim.

Loudcriesinterruptsus,Ilookathim withmy

heartbeatingsofastfirstthingthatrunsinmy

mindisThato.

"Let'sgodownstairs"HeputsonhisT-shirtand

takesmyhandandwebothheaddownstairs

wherewefindhisauntsandsomeoffamily

memberscrying.

"Wejustgotacallandyourauntsdiedfrom a

badcaraccident"HisuncletellsKutloano.

IlookatKutloanothenThapeloandIalready

knowtheyarebehindthis."Oh!What

happened?"Heasks,youcantellhe'snot

interested.

"Thetruckdrove

throughtheircarontheirwaybackhome"The

uncleresponds,that'sbad.

Thosetwofarm pumpkinsaredead?!



"WhataboutZodwa?"Heasks,youseehe's

behindthis!

Theuncleshrugs,"I'm thinkingsheranaway

andlefthersonbehind,somethingisveryfishy

here"Hesays,Iagreewithyouuncle!!

"Wearegoingtoseeifit'sreallythem ,

namhlanjesizungezweifuelimnyama"Hesays

walkingout.

"I'm goingtocheckonmybrotheratthe

hospital"Kutloanokissesmycheekandleave

mebehind.

Refilwetakesmyhandandweheadtoher

room wherethecomradesaresitting."Thank

GodI'm notmarriedtoanyofKhuzwayo

brothers,thethingsIsawtoday"Zamaclaps

once.

Ilookather,"Don'tgetmewrongfriendbutthis

isnodifferentfrom TheQueenitsjustthatwe

werewatchingitin3D,Yourmotherinlawis



Harrietnje"Shecontinuestalkingtakingasip

from herglass.

"Right!Butthishouseisreallybigandclassy.It

lookslikeamall"Mbali,she'schangingatopic.

Lindiisveryquite."Lindiareyouokay?"Kamina

asksher.

Shelooksatallofus,"Zamayouaresostupid!

Youthinkingthisshootingwon'tfollowyougirl

becauseyou'renotdatingKhuzwayobrothers?"

Sheasksher,what'sgoingon?

"Letmetellyou,youseethatsaintyoucallyour

manisnotasaint"Shecontinuessaying,

somethinghappenedbeforeIgothere.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Zamaasks

"Youarebusycallingourmen,gangstersin

suitelittledoyouknow,yourmanispartof

them sinceungazi"Iknewsomethinghappened.

"Luyolo?"Shelaughssarcastically.



"I'm talkingabouthim ,whydoyouthinkhe's

suddenlyclosetohis'brotherinlaw'.

Siyawathandaamandodaethunobugebengu

babo,Idon'tknowaboutyou"Shesaysandget

up.

"Whereareyougoing,weneedtosolvethis

conflictdude"Mbali

"Ngiyakwisigebengusami"Shesaysandwalk

out.

Damn!!

"WeneedKhumoforthis,Imeanweall

becomefriendsbecauseofherandIbelieve

onlyshecansolvethis"Mbali

"DoyouguysthinkshewasrightaboutLuyolo?"

Sheasks

"Areyoujudgingourmenforwhattheydo?"

Kamina

"No,nodon'tgetmewrongbutguysthink



aboutittheyareputtingyourlivesindanger,

yousawwhathappenedtoday"Shesays

"Includeyourselfcauseyourmanisalsoputting

yourlifeindangerandjustshutup!"Kamina

I'm notupforthisheat!

CHAPTER15

WearestillinthisRefilweroom silentlyafterI

calledKhumolettingherknowaboutwhatwent

down."WhenKhumogetshere,itgoingtoget

nasty"Mbalisaystakingasipfrom her4th

glassofwine.

"That'syourproblem ,youguysloveasslicking

makingKhumofeellikeaGod"Whatthefuckis

wrongwithZama?

"Youarecrossingthelinenow"Mbalitellsher



withastraightface,I'm scaredthesewomen

mightfight.

"Crossingthelinereally?Everythingisalways

aboutyourpreciousKhumo,Khumothisand

thatI'm notaasslickerliketherestofyou

here!"Zamastartsyelling.

"WearemourningZamasopleasestopmaking

noiseotherwiseyouwilldealwithme

personally,Idon'tknowaboutthisothergirls

butIwon'ttolerantthatshitcomingfrom your

mouth"DamnKamina!!

"Areyoutalkingtome?"Zamagetsupwalking

towardsher.

"Onemorestep,I'llsnatchyourwig"Haibo!



ZamatriesjumpingonKaminabutMbali

quicklyholdsherback,youcantellKaminawas

readytofightthough.

"Sincewhenweactlikehighschoolgirls?"A

voicefrom behindsays,IknowitsKhumo.

Weallturnfacingher"Zamaisreallylosingit,

shesaidwearelickingyourass"Mbali

Khumojustlaughsloudly,shedoesthatwhen

she'sreallyangry."YoucaretoexplainZama?"

"Idon'thavetoexplainmyselftoanyone,I'm

outofhere"Zamatrieswalkingoutofthedoor

butKhumoblocksher.



"BeforeyouleaveIwanttomakemyselfclearif

youwanttocomeatme,comeatmedirectly

notwithdifferentanglesandwhateverproblem

thatyouhavewithme,wewillsortitout"She

winksatZama.

"Seewhathappenswhenyou'redatinguGuluva

nowyouthinkyouareGuluvakazi"Zamaclaps

once

She'salsomakingmeangrynowandIdon't

wanthertoseethatsideofme."Whydon'tyou

justwalkawayZamafrom us,from everything

ifyouhaveaproblem?"Iask

"ZamacallmymanGuluvaagainandIwillwipe

thisfloorwithyourface,youseesincewehave



twofuneralscomingup,yoursmightbethe

thirdonedon'ttestmeespeciallywhenit

comestoThatoikhandalamiliyasangana"

Khumosays

Zamagivesheranintenselookbeforeshe

walksaway."Iwonderwhatiswrongwithher"I

sayfirst.

"Shewillcomearound"Khumo

"Wedon'tneedheranymoreifshecanswitch

uplikethat,no"Isayagain.

"DidyouseethedoctorLondeka?"Khumoasks

me



"I'm feelingbetternow"Ilienotblinking.

"Tomorrowmorningyourboyfriendbetterget

yourasstothedoctororIwill,Idon'twant

surpriseslikeyouhavecancerorsomething"

Shejokinglysays.

"WejustlostZamawecan'tloseyoutoo"Mbali

adds.

WeburstoutlaughingandKhumojoinsusin

theroom."Guys,I'm thinking"Kamina

Wewaitforhertocontinuetalking."Whydon't

wejusttakeavacationmaybeforaweek,

withoutchildren,withoutourmen,justus"She

says



"Whereshouldwego?"Mbaliasksfirst.

"AfricancountriesmaybeGhana,Maputoor

something"Shesays.

"I'dlovethat,Ireallyneedsomefreshair"

Khumo

"Thefollowingweekafterthefuneral,weare

leavingI'llsetupeverythingguys,I'llpay"

Kamina

"WewillalsocontributeKamina"Mbali

"Ineedtodosomeshopping"Khumo

"Youandclothes"Isay



"Iknowhey,letmegoguysI'm comingback

justnow"Khumogetsup.

"Goingbacktothehospital?"Mbali

"No,I'm aroundthehouseIneedtotalkto

someone"Shesayswalkingoff.

"Let'sgoandpreparethefoodwecooked

earlierforthepeople"Isay

"Goodidea!"Wegetupandheadofftothe

kitchenassoonasMbaliopensthepotwith

tribe,Ifeelanurgetospew.

CHAPTER16



KutloanoisbusysoIaskedKeletsotodriveme

tothenearestdoctorbecauseI'm tirednow,I'm

sickbutIdon'tevenknowwhat'swrongwith

me."Ithinkyou'repregnant"Keletsosaystome

aswearesittingatthewaitingroom.

Igivehim alook"justbecauseyouwasableto

impregnateKamoandThatowasalsoableto

scoreagaindoesn'tmeanalltheKhuzwayo

brotherscanscore"Isay

"AreyoudoubtingKutloano'ssperms?"He

clownslaughing,idiot!

"Youareanidiot"Ilaughwithhim.

"Ifyouarepregnantafterthisyouwillbuyme

paintbrushes,theyareveryexpensivebythe



way"Hetellsme

"AndifI'm not?"Iaskhim

"Wearegoingforshopping"IprayIam not

pregnantbecausethisshoppingmightdome

justright.

"Don'tyouthinkitwillbeweirdifI'm pregnant

though?"Iaskworried

"Weird,why?"

Ishrug,"Khumoispregnant,Katlegoandyour

girlarealsopregnantandweareallfrom one

family"Isay



"Idon'tseeanythingwrongwiththat,whydo

youcareaboutpeople?"Gosh!

"Youdon'tgetit"Itellhim.

"Helpmegetitthen"Hetieshisdreadlocksinto

abun.

"Idon'tlikeboyswithdreadlocksbutyoumake

them looksocool"thisisacompliment.

"Thankyou"Hesmiles,"I'm waitingforyouto

makemegetit"Hecontinuessayingandthe

receptionistcallsme.

Webothgetupandheadtothedoctorsoffice,

Itellhim what'swrongandwedotests.



Ohwell!IhavetobuypaintbrushesforKeletso

sinceI'm twoweekspregnant.

Idon'tknowhowtofeelaboutthiswithalot

thathasbeengoingon,pregnancyis

somethingIdon'tneed."Youdon'tlookhappy"

Keletsosaysashestrapshisseatbelt.

"WhyshouldIbehappywhenIhavetobuypaint

brushesforyou?"Ifakesmile.

"Youdon'thavetobuythem today"Hechuckles

,"ButIknowit'snotthattalktome"

"KutloanoisdistantafterwhathappenedandI

don'tthinkhe'sreadyforthis"Itellhim



"Readyforwhat?"

"Ushavingafamily"

"InkingaiqalalaLondekawhenyouthinkfor

someone,didthosewordscomeoutfrom his

mouth?"Heasksme

Ishakemyheadno.

"Exactly,Kutloanoalwayswantedtobeafather

sodon'tbescared,we'llhavethreeofyou

walkingaroundthehouselikepenguins"He

says

"Three?"



"You,KhumoandKamo"

Ipushhim playfully,"Startdrivingandstop

talkingnonsense"

Hestartstheengine"Atleastyouarenot

carryingtwins,Thatohasastrongsperm"I

can'tdealwiththisboy.

"That'sreallydisgusting"

"Youdon'tsaythatwhenyouswallow"Thixo

wamipleasecometakeme.

"Shutup!"Iclosemyearsandheroarslaughing.



"Anywayswhatareyoucravingfor?Please

don'ttellmesaladsI'vehadenoughofthatwith

Khumoandalsopleasedon'torderthewhole

storeonlyKamodoesthat"Hesays

"Sheordersthewholestore?"

"Literallyandeatalone,she'salreadygaining

weightonherboobs,assandcurves.She'slike

ayoungNickiminajnow"Keletsoisaweirdo.

"You'reweird"

"That'sbecauseyouhaven'tseenhowgorgeous

mywomanlooks,Khumoisnotgaining

anythingthoughevenherstomachisstillvery

muchflat"Hesays



"Shehasagreatbody,I'm sureinthreemonths

timeI'llbelookinglikeShrek"

"FionarathernotShrekplease"Heraiseshis

hand.

"Theylookthesame"

"AtleastFionawearsmakeupandlookbetter"

Hahaha!

Ilaugh"Ididn'tknowyouwerethiscrazy"Itell

him.

"That'sbecauseyouarelivingunderthisshell,

comeoutalready"



"Isthatwhatyouthinkofme?"

"Youaretooshyformyliking"Hesays

"I'm notshy"Iprotest

"Youare,youhaveanicesmilethoughIgive

youthat"

"Thankyou"Iblush

"Anywaysmamakabottlejuicewhatareyou

eating?"

"Iwantapplemunch,amagwinyaandFrench

fries"Itellhim.



Helooksatme"Pleasedon'ttellmeyouare

serious"

I'm seriousactually.

"I'm seriousandIalsowantthose50centchips"

Iadd.

"Whatthefuck?Whatareyoucarryingthere?"

Helaughs

"YouaskedwhatIwant"

"Asambesiyelokshinimamakabottlejuice"I

don'tlikethisnicknameandIknowthese

peoplewilluseittillforever.



CHAPTER17

KUTLOANO

I'm sotired,ThapeloandIjustcamebackfrom

handlingbusinessandalsomakingsure

Thato'shospitalisbeingbuiltsincehe'satthe

hospital."Kaminaisgoingtokillme,Ihaven't

beenspendingmuchtimewithher"Thapelo

saysaswewalkinsidethehouse,it'salready

midnightandeveryoneissleeping.

"Londekawon'tevengivemesome,she'sreally

goodwithpunishment"Itellhim andweboth

laugh.

WhenwewalkinsidethehouseIfindLondeka

andKhumosittingbythestaircase,Khumois



eatingNoddlesandpeanutbutterasalwaysbut

whatIfindweirdisthefactmywomaniseating

amagwinyaandapplemunchatthistimeofthe

night.

Ifrownlookingatthem chewingand

swallowing,Thapelohaslefttohisroom."What

goingon?"Iasklookingatbothofthem.

"Whatdoyoumeanwhatwrong?"Londekaasks

andshe'sreallydevouringthatveotkoekhey,

she'smakingsure.

"Amagwinyathistimeofthenight,reallybaby?

Andsincewhenyoueatamagwinya?"Iaskher,

Khumobecomesdeafwhenshe'seating.

Sheshrugs"itsnotmyfaultbottlejuicelikes



amagwinya"sheanswers,she'stalking

gibberishnowandIneedthebed.

"Didyouseethedoctor?"Iaskandshenods.

"Whathesaid?"Iaskworried.

"Oh!Youwillfindeverythingontopofthebed"

Sheanswers

"Areyounotsleeping?"Iask

"I'm comingbaby"

"Okay,Chun-Ligoodnight"IsaytoKhumoand

shejustwinks.



What'swrongwithpregnantwomenandfood?!

Iwalktothebedroom andthere'sabigbrown

envelopeontopofthebed,Itakeashowerfirst

beforeIcanopenit.

Ababyscan?

Wait!!!Londekaispregnant?!!

"Londeka!"Icallforherwalkingaroundthe

house,I'm sureevenpeoplefrom upstairscan

hearme.

"Londeka!"I'm breathingheavilyandsweating,

don'taskmewhyI'm sweating.



She'salonenow.

Shelooksatmeblinking,she'sgoingtocry.

"You'repregnant?"Iasksoftly.

Shenodsrapidlycrying,Iattackherwithahug.

"Ngiyabongasthandwasami"Iwhisperinher

earstrokingherback.

"Youaresuffocatingme"Shepullsofffrom the

huggiggling.

"Youshould'vecalledmeearlier"Isaytoher.

"Youwerebusy"Sheanswers.



"Iwould'vedroppedeverythingandyouknow

that,ufunaamanyeamagwinya?"Ihonestly

can'thidemyexcitementnow.

"Yup,KeletsouthengeamagwinyakaR100"She

tellsmeandItakeherhandtothekitchen.

I'm makingacupofcoffeeformyselfandtea

formywoman.

Iplacehercupnexttoherandshetakesout

amagwinya,cheeseandpolony.

"WeareeatingiLipstickyalolisisi"Isaytoher

andshelaughsloudly.

HerlaughsisthemostbeautifulsongI'veever



heard."Whatisthat?"Sheaskscatchingher

breath.

"Listeriosis"Ilaughsoftlylookingintohereyes.

Shelaughsloudlyandputherhandinher

mouthtomakesureshedoesn'tmakenoise.

"YouandLetsoaresostupid,Ilaughedthe

wholedaytoday"Shetellsme.

"Whathappenedtoday?"Iaskherandshelooks

atmechewing.

"Idon'twanttoboreyou"Shesays.

"Starttalking"Isaytakingfewsipsfrom mycup.



"Wellwewentelokshinitobuyamangwinyaand

those50centchips"Shetellsme.

"What?Arethoseyourcravings?"Iaskher

chucklingandshenods.

"Comehere"Itakeherhand,Iunlockthedoor.

"Babyit'scoldoutside"Shesays

"Hoponmyback"Itellher,sheprotestsatfirst

butsheendsuphoppingonmyback.

Wehaveaveryhugeyard.

"Wherearegoing?"Sheasksme.



"Don'tworrybaby,trustme"Wefinallyreach

myfavoritespotapparentlyBaitumetsialso

likesthisspot.

Weliedownontheground."Thereyouhaveit"I

saytoheraswelookingintothesky.

"What?"Sheask

"Theuniverse,itlooksincredible"Isay,"You

knowsomeofthestarsyoucanseeonaclear

night,theirlight,It'staken2and1/2million

yearstogethere"Itellherandshelooks

confused.

"Whenthatlightstartedout,theIceAgehadn't

evenbegun"Icontinuetalkingandthisis



gibberishtoLondeka,wefaceeachother.

"Wearepartofit,aluckypartofitcauseasfar

asweknow,onlyEarthcametogetherinway

thatenabledlifetoexist"Icontinue,"So,thank

youuniverse"Ismilelookingintohereyes.

"Isthatyourmessagetotheuniverse?Thank

you?"Sheasksme.

Igetupandbalancemybodywithmyelbow

lookingdownather.

"Yes,thatmymessagetotheuniversebaby"I

answerandshesmiles.

"Whythankyou?"



"Thankstotheuniverseforbringingyouintomy

life,youmakemeabetterperson"Itellher.

Shegiggles,"Youreallydidn'thavetobedeep

aboutallofthistosayThankyouforcarrying

yourseed"Shesays.

Iremovethehaironherface,"I'm notonly

thankingyouforcarryingmyseed,butthank

youforbeingpartofmylifejourney"

"Iloveyou"Iaddsaying.

"Iloveyoutoobaby"sherespondswitha

seducingtone.



Mylipsfindshersandwekisssoftly."Let'sgo

backinsidethehouse"Isaytoherpullingout

from thekiss.

SheopenshereyesandIhelphergetup.

MychildisnotbornyetbutIalreadyknow

nothingoranyonewillharm him orher.

"Baby..."Shecallsmeaswewalkback

Ilookather"I'm listening"

"Youshouldhaveaconversationwith

Baitumetsihebelievesinuniverseandallthese

thingslikeyou"Shetellsme.



"Howdoyouknow?"

"HespoketoKhumo,andhetookKhumoto

thatspot"Shetellsme.

"MaybetomorrowbutrightnowIwantyouto

spreadyourlegsintheairforme"Iwigglemy

eyebrows.

"Idon'twanttwins"Shelaughs.

"That'snotabadidea"

"Kutloano"Shepunchesmeplayfully.

CHAPTER18



LethujustleftbecauseKhumoaskedhim to

comethroughforasleepover,sheloveskids

thesedaysI'm startingtothinkit'sthe

pregnancy.

EarlierontodaywehadameetingatKamina's

houseandawholenuclearwasdroppedwhen

wefindoutZamawantedtoworkwithZodwa

wellsheabortedhermissionbutIreallydon't

knowwhereourfriendshipstand.

Yes!Theladiessaidweshouldputthisbehind

usandmoveonbutshewantedtogetmyman

killed,howdoImoveonfrom that?Maybethe

vacationmighthelpwithreconciliationbutI

currentlyhavemixedemotionstowardsZama.

IputonmygyminggearincludingmyNike

roshersandearphones,I'm goingforajogsoI



canbeabletoputmymindatease.

Idon'twantanythinggoingwrongwiththis

pregnancy,whenIwascarryingLethuIalmost

died.

Thestress,highbloodpressureandabusive

marriageitwasjusttoomuch.

It'salreadydarkoutsidewhenIstartjogging,

myneighborhoodissafethoughbesidesIhave

undercoverguardssonothingwillhappento

me.

Whew!I'm sounfit,I'm alreadybreathingontop

ofmylungswiththesweatdrippingallovermy

body.



IjustwalksinceI'vealready10KM ,notbad

right?

Somethingtoldmetobringmoneyinsidemy

fannypack,lookatmecravingMcDonaldsright

afterjoggingsoIheadtoMcDonaldsandorder.

"Londeka"someonecallsmeasIopenthe

glassdooronmywayout,Iturn.

"Mandla..."Myheartisbeatingrapidlyagainst

mychest.

Whendidhecomeoutofjail?

"Inflesh"Heflashesasmile.



OnceuponatimeIwasmarriedtothismanin

frontofmebutnowevenmytoenaildoesn't

movewhenIlookathim.

"You'vechanged,greenhair,lookingfitand

glowing.Youevenjognow"Hetriestouching

myfacebutIyankhishand.

"Don'ttouchmeMandla"Isaywithafirm tone.

"Feisty!"Hesays,Iwalkawayandheruns

behindme.

"Londeka,listen.."Hecallsmeout.

WellImightaswelllisten.



"IknowI'vehurtyouandI'm sorry,please

forgiveme"Hebegswithhisvoiceandeyes.

"Iforgaveyouthedayyoubeatmeupwitha

leatherbeltlikeI'm yourchild,rememberthat

day?IforgaveyouandprayedforyouMandla"I

saytohim andwalkawaybutheforcefully

grabsmyarm.

Ilookathim andheletgo,"I'm sorryLondeka"

Hesays

"Youwerealwayssorry,I'm alsosorryfor

allowingyoutobepartofmylife"Irespondand

beforehecouldsayanythingablackcarstops

infrontofus.

"Londekacomein"It'sThato,seeItoldyouI'm



beingfollowedandIfeelsorryforMandla.

"LondekaIwillseeyouoneofthesedaysIwant

totalktoLethu"MandlasaysasIjumpinside

thecar.

"Umsunuloyo"Thatorespondstohim ,what?

HowthehellisKhumoandThatotogether?

Becausetwobullsinonekraal,nciinciincii.

"DudeI'm nottalkingtoyoubutI'm talkingto

mybabymama"Mandlarudelysays.

"I'm talkingtoyouandI'm sayingumsunuloyo"

Thatorepeatshimself,JesusChrist!



"Whydon'tyoucomeoutandsaythatonmy

face?"WhatthehelldoesMandlathinkshewill

dotoThato?

PeoplewhoarescaredofKutloanothenthey

haven'tmetThato.

Heunstrapshisseatbelt."Thatopleasedon't

this"Ibeghim ,didhelisten?

He'salreadyoutsidelookingintoMandla'seyes.

Idon'tknowwhenthatpunchlandedon

Mandla'sface.

Hetriesbalancinghimselfbutanotherpunch

landsonhisface.



Whenhetriestalkinganotherpunchfollows

"Don'tbeabitchandstarttalking,youwantto

fight?Thenfightme"ThatosaystoMandla

throwingpunchesafterpunchesuntilMandla

landsonthefloorandhestartskickinghim.

"Thatoyouaregoingtokillhim"Iscream ,ishe

listening?

Itryholdinghim back."Londekagobackinside

thecar"Hesays,there'snowayinhellIwillgo

backinsidethecar,Istandstill.

ThatocallstheambulanceforMandlathenhe

jumpsinsidethecarleavinghim likethat,Iget

insidethecaralso."Whydidyoucallthe

ambulance?"Iask



"Idon'twanthim todie,that'saneasywayout.

Kutloanostillneedstodealwithhim"He

answerssimply.

Sigh!

"IjustwentforajogandImethim here"I

explain.

"YouwilltellKutloanothat,I'm doingwhat

Kutloanowould'vedoneifKhumowasseen

withherex"Heresponds.

Fine!

Ilookoutsidethewindowandhe'stakingthe



routetoKutloano'shouse."Idon'twanttogoto

Kutloano'shouse"Isay

"Iwillleaveyououtsidethegate,thenyoucan

jogbacktoyourhousesinceyoubecome

CasterSemenyaatnight"theybelongtogether

withKhumo,perfectmatch!

HisphoneringsandheconnectsittoBluetooth.

"Didyoufindher?"That'sKutloano.

I'm introuble.

"Wearethreeminutesaway"Thatoresponds.

"Alright,thankyouKhuzwayo"Kutloanosays

anddropsthecall.



I'm shakingalready."Hewon'tdoanythingto

youbutsomethingiscomingtoMandla'sway"

Thatolooksatmeontherearviewmirror.

Canyoubelieveit?Thatoreallyleftmeoutside

thegate,ridiculous.

TheguardopensthegateformeandIwalk

inside.

IcanseeKutloanoinabalconysmoking,our

eyesmeetbutIquicklylookawaywalkingtothe

door.

Ifindhim standingbythestaircase,thatwas

fast."Doyoulikeseeingmelikethis?"Hiseyes

arered.



"Ijustwentforajogandwemeet"

"AtnightLondeka?"Heasks

"Peoplejogatnight"Irespond.

"AreyoupeopleorLondeka?"Nazoke!

Idon'trespond.

HetakesastepforwardandItakeastep

backwards."Iwanttomakesurenothing

happenstothispregnancy"Isay,Ihopehelet

thisgoalready.



"Byjoggingatnight?"

Youknowwhat?Letmejustcry,AliciaKeys

said'thesetearsalwayswin'

"Whyareyoucrying?"Heasks

"Uyangithethisa"Irespondsblinkingmytears.

"Manjemawenzaintoebhendayokumele

ngithule?"Heasks

"Cha"Irespond

"Wozalasthandwasami"HesaysandIwalk

closertohim.



"Idon'twantanythinghappeningtoyouorthe

babypleaseunderstandthat,joggingatnight

angivumeleninakhoMaGumede"Imightjust

dropmypantiesbecauseofhisShakaZulu

accent.

MylipsattackshisandI'm readytohavehim

righthere,rightnow!!

"Youaresalty"Whyareyoukissingmyneck?

"Iwassweating"Irespondhelpinghim takeoff

mysportbra

Ourkissgetsdeeperasheviolentlygrabsmy

boobsincludingmybutt.



I'm layingonthewoodenfloorandhetakesoff

mypantiesandspreadmylegsapart.

HeisalreadysuckingonmyclitandI'm holding

onhisheadlikemylifedependsonit.

"Don'tstop..."Ibeg,I'm abouttocome!

"I'm doneactually"Hegetsupandleaveme.

Whatthefuck?I'm goingtokillKutloano!!

Heleftmelookinglikearoastedfullchicken.

Ifollowhim andIfindhim inbedalready



sleeping,what?

"Kutloano"Icallhim

"Sthandwasami"Heresponds,Icantellhe's

laughingunderthecovers.

"Youdon'twanttohaveme?"Isoundlikeasex

addict,right?

"Youareajoggernjewena"Nxh!Letmego

showerandleavehim withhisbigjewel,Idon't

needitanyways.

IgetinsidetheshowerandImasturbate,God

gaveustenfingersforareason.



Imoisturizemybodyandsnugglemyselfunder

thesheets,naked.

"Iheardyoumasturbating"Sowhatmust

happen?

"Hmm..."Irespondfacingtheotherdirection.

"Andjudgingfrom yourmoansyoudidn'tdo

yourselfrightbaby"Hesays,whocares?

Iignorehim untilIfallasleep.

Youknowwhenubuthongosebufikileandyou

canseethegatesoflalalandslowlyopening

foryou,guesswhatKutloanodecidestodo?



Ifeelhishandslowlystrokingmythigh,I'm

awareofwhatisgoingbutI'm deepinmysleep.

I'm tryingtoignorehim butIcan'tbecausehis

touchsendselectricsensationsallovermy

body,myeyesarestillclosedandalreadyIcan

seethelottonumbers.

Hishandisalreadyinbetweenmythighs,I'm

stillpretendingtobesleeping.

Idon'thavethepowertostophim notthatI

wanttostophim ,duh!

Hishandisslowlymovinglikeasnail,I'm so

ready.



Herubsmypassionfruit,theedges,hehasn't

doneanythingbutalreadymybreathingislikea

hairdryer.

Hemoves,Istretchmyhandstocheckhisside

ofthebedandhe'sgone,Damn,I'm ready!

I'm alreadylayingonmybackwithmylegs

spreadapart,shameonyouLondekaIthought

youweresleeping!

Hesmirkslookingintomyeyes,Goddamn!

Whyhe'ssoattractive?!

Hekissesmyforeheadwithhiscoldlips,my

nosethenmylips.



Ourkissisdeepandfullofpassionthenhe

goesdowntomyneckthenmybreast.

Heknowshowtodohismagic,becauseIdon't

mindhim suckingonmynipplesanytime,

anyday.

Hesucksontherightbreastfirstlywhilehe's

violentlyyetgentlysqueezingtheoneontheleft.

"Mhhh..."Iletoutaslightmoan.

Hegoesdownwithhistongue,Jesushelpme!

I'm losingmymindandhehasn'tdoneanything

alreadybutI'm alreadybreathingheavily.

Oopsie!Itsalreadyaflooddownthere.



Hesinksinsidemyvagina,Itrytomovebutmy

handsarecuffed.

Whendidhecuffme?!

"Ple-ea-seuncuffhim"Ibeg,Idon'thaveany

controlovermybody.

Inthehistoryofgettingheads,thisisthebest

headI'veevergot!!

HEISDEVOURINGME!

"Londeka..."HecallsformeandIcan'trespond.



"Openyoureyes"Hecommands,Ican'topen

myeyesbaby!

Iopenthem andlookathim ,hethrustinside

medislocatingmywomb.

HemovesslowlysoIcangetusedtohim."I

loveyou"Hesaysmovingandlookingintomy

eyes.

Ikeepglancingathim everymomentIget,tears

streamsdownmyface.

Thisissosteamyandpassionate!

CHAPTER19

Mauritius,Mauritius,Mauritius!



Wearehereandreadytocausesomehavoc,

Khumocameupwithasuggestionthatwe

switchoffourphones,veryriskybutitwill

makethistripmoreFUN,right?

Thisbeachhouseisamazing,theviewandsea

breezeiseverythingalthoughwearehereto

havefunbutIstillneedtohaveatalkwith

Zama,IcannotpretendlikeI'm finewith

everythingwhenI'm not.

"Ladies,youcancheckouttheroomsand

chooseyoursthenletthepartybegin!"Kamina

screams,she'salreadydrunk.

Canyoubelievetheseladiesbeendrinkingall

thewayfrom SouthAfricatillwegothere?



Afterwecheckoutourroomswedecideto

settletogetheratthesittingroom."Londeka

whatareyoudrinking,teaorsomethingelse?"

Mbaliasksme.

Thesunisalreadysetting,Idon'tknowwhat's

theplan.

Arewesleepingorgoingout?

"Teamakesmesleep,virgincocktailwillbe

perfect"Ismileather.

"Girllll!Youcannotsleeptonightwearegoing

outtohavesomefunandpaintthecityred"

Lindisaysthrowingherselfonthecouch.



"Zamaareyouokay?"Khumoasksher,she's

notherselfreally.

"I'm fine"shefakeasmile,Oh!Wellifshesays

she'sfinethenweshallleaveherormaybethis

isthetimewetalk?

"CanwetalkZama?"Iaskherandshenods.

Wewalkoutsidebythebeachholdinghands,

verycutebutWENEEDTOTALK.

"BeforeyousayanythingcanItalkfirst.."Zama

"Thestageisyours"Irespondandwebothsit

ontheseasandwatchingtheoceanwaves.



"IknowyoumightthinkIstillhaveahidden

agendabutIdon't,I'm notevenlyingtoyou"

Shesays,"Ican'tsleep,Ican'tthink,Ican't

evenlookatKutloanowhenhecomesaround

tomyhousebecauseIfeelbadforeven

consideringbringinghim downworsepartI'm

yourfriend.Yes!Myactionssayssomething

elseaboutmebutLondekaIloveyou,you're

mysister"shecontinuessaying.

"MaybeifIwasthispersonwhoactsbefore

thinkingIwould'vekilledyoubynowZamabut

I'm notlikethat"Itellherstealingglances.

Shesighs"IjustfeltlikeIwaslivingunder

Khumo'sshadow"



OnceuponatimeIfeltlikethattoo."Tobe

honestwithyouIoncefeltlikethatbutwhat

youneedtounderstandisthatKhumoisthe

reasonwehavethisfriendship,Khumoisable

tokeepshittogether.Doyouthinkyoucan

handlehalfofthethingsKhumohandles?I

don'tthinksoZama.Youknowwhatshesaidto

mebefore?"Iwaitforherresponse.

"Tellme"Zama

"ShesaidIshouldn'tcomparemyselftoanyone

becausecomparisonkillsbutinspirationbuilds,

lookwhatcomparisondidtoyou"

"Howdoesshedoit?"

Ilookather,"Dowhat?"



"Beingabletokeepeverythingtogether,I'm

failing.LuyoloischeatingonmebutI'm still

withhim ,I'm failingitslikesomethingiswrong

withme!"WhathaveyoudoneLuyolotothis

woman.

Ishrug"Idon'tknowmaybeyoushouldtalkto

heritmighthelpandthere'snothingwrongwith

yousweetheart,ifLuyoloistreatingyoulike

shitthenit'sbetterifyouleavehim"

She'scryingnowandI'm comfortingher.

"Thankyou"shesays.

"Reallyguys?!Wearenotheretocry,weare

heretohavefun,forgetourproblemswe'lldeal

withthem whenwegobacktoSouthAfrica"



Andthat'smysisterLindi.

"Getyourassupyoutwo,wearepreparingfor

thenightmaybewhenwecomingbackfrom a

club,drunk,wecantalkaboutalloursorrows,

notnow!"Shesayspullingusfrom thesand.

Allthreeofusholdhandsgoingbacktothe

house.

WefindRefilwetwerkingonthetablewhilethe

otherladiesarecheeringherup,It'sgoingtobe

alongassweekandI'm readyforit!!

CHAPTER20

Wereallydon'thavetooverdress,everythingis

justtropicalhere.



We'veoptoutforBananaBeachClub.

"Don'ttellmeyouaregoingoutwearingthat"

Khumosaystome.

Ilookatherconfusedthere'snothingwrong

withmylongbrowndress."Don'tlookatmelike

that,youwillwearthatdresswhenweare

goingtoPortShepstonenothere,wearthis"

shesaysgivingmeaknitteddress.

YouseethatdressRihannaiswearingonWork

musicvideo?It'ssimilartothat.

"No!Ilooknakedonthis"Isay,althoughIlook

likeawholebuffetbutKutloanowouldgomad

crazyifheseesmelikethis.



"Youlookperfect,comehereletmedoyour

makeup"Zamasays

Facebeatlooksperfect,IlookgreatandI'm

readyforthenight.

"Everyonewillhaveashotbeforeweallleave

besidesthepregnantonesobviously"Lindisays

,howIwishIdidn'tspreadtheselegswithouta

condom tonight.

"Thisisreallyunfair!"Kamosayssulking.

"Limnandiipipiangithi?!"Lindi,theseladiesare

toomuch!



Weallburstoutlaughing,ourcabisalready

outsidewaitingforussoweheadout.

"Hey,you'recute"Lindisaystothedriver,she's

alreadydrunk.

Thedriverjustsmilesather."CanIconnectmy

phone,Ineedsomemusic"Sheasksnicelyand

thedriverallowshertoconnectherphonewith

Bluetooth.

"Stackmymoneyfastandgo

FastlikeaLambo,

Ibejumpingoffthestage,ho

Crowdbettersaveup,

Ican'tbelievewemadeit,thiswhywe're

thankful"Weallsingalongtothemusic



throbbingupanddownmakingustemporarily

deaf.

Ifyourheadisnotmovingandyourhandsare

notintheairthensomethingiswrongwithyou.

Wearealreadyhereandit'sverycozy.

"I'm startingtothinkMauritiuswasabadidea

becauseIwanttogetturnt,youcomeherefor

chilledvibes"Lindisays

"Relax!Youmakeyourownfun"Katlegotellsus.

Wesettleandtheyordertheiralcohol,there's

livemusicandthevibeisreallygreat!



Khumostandsupandgoestothedancefloor

andshestartsdancing,youknowthosesexual

movesthatwillmakeThatokilleveryoneifhe

walksinhere?

She'sdoingexactlythat.

"Letmejoinher"Lindigetsup.

I'm justcheeringeveryoneandlaughing,thisis

damnfun.

Mbalijusttookoffhershoesandshethrew

them somewherearoundthedancefloor,that

howdrunksheis.

"Bitchgetup!"Mbalitakesmyhandandwe



headtothedancefloor.

Thediscolightsaremakingmedrunk.

"Iloveyou,you,youandyou"Kaminascreams

she'sdrunk.

AswearedancingsomegirlpushesRefilwe,it

wasn'tamistake."Excuseme!"Refilwe

She'slookingatRefilweupanddown."Watch

yoursteps"ShesaystoRefilwe,what?

Refilwedoesn'ttalkshejustthrowsapunch,

typicalKhuzwayo!

"Whatthefuck?Whythefuckareyoupunching



me?"Thegirlscreams,nowalltheattentionis

onus.

"Whatyougonnado?"Refilwe

Weneedtogetoutofhere.

ShetriespunchingRefilwebutsheimmediately

blocksitandpunchherback,SHE'SA

KHUZWAYOwithoutanyquestionsasked.

Abouncerthrowsallofusoutbecausewe

jumpedinafightluckilyourcabdriverwaited

forussinceweaskedhim.

Wejumpinacar.



Khumoburstoutlaughing,"Niyayithandaimpi

yazi"Shesayslaughing.

"Thatgirljustruinedmynight!"Katlego

"Wewillcontinueinthehouse,I'm notsleeping

tonight"Lindi

"CanwetalkabouthowRefilwepunchesguys!"

Khumoisliterallyintears.

"I'm surethatgirl'sjawwasbroken"Isay

laughing.

"Dude!Sheneedstoteachmehowtopunch

likethat"Shesays



Wearebackatthehouseandwearereadyto

continuewiththefun!!

CHAPTER21

Iwakeuptochirpingbirdsandtalkingtrees,

seabreezeishittingmyface.

HowthehelldidLindiendupinmybed?

Herbreathingisinchesawayfrom myface.

"Goodmorning"sheslowlyopenshereyeswith

asmile,Ican'tbelievethisgorgeoushumanis

mysister.

"Howdidyouenduphere?"Iaskhershiftingmy

body.



"Idon'tknow,Iwastoodrunk"sheclearher

eyes.

Lastnightwasamazingafterwegotbackfrom

BananaBeachClubwegatheredatthesitting

room andwehadagirltalk,Kaminaisvery

freakyincludingMbaliandKhumotherestare

onmylevel.

"Youwasdrinkinglikethere'snotomorrow"I

shakemyhead.

Sherollshereyes"IbetterenjoyalcoholwhileI

stillcanbecausenextthingyouknowI'llbe

pregnant,shamendizanxilamntakabawo"she

getsupfrom thebed.



Ishakemyheadgiggling,she'sexactlylikeher

mother."Whenwasthelasttimeyouspoketo

mom?"Iaskher.

"Aweekago,youknowshe'salwaysupand

downwithKhumo'smom maybeshe'salso

datingnow"Lindianswers

"Nxh!Let'sgodownstairsI'm reallyhungry"I

sayandweheaddownstairs.

Breakfastisready,Kaminalovesthekitchen.

"Am Itheonlyonedyingfrom theheavy

headache?"Refilwewalksinthediningroom as

wesettle.



"Youandmebabygirlhopefullythecoffeewill

help"Lindi

"Ican'tgetoverthefreakynonsensewespoke

aboutlastnight,doyouguysreallygrapefruit

yourmen?"Kamoasksspreadingbutteronher

toast.

Sograpefruitingyourmanisgivinghim blow

jobusingagrapefruitsohecouldfeellikehe's

beingsuckedandfuckedatthesametime,

Mbalitaughtusthatbytheway.

"WhenwegettoGhanaIwanteachand

everyoneofyoutoactivateyourfreakyside"

Mbali

"Bygrapefruiting?"Iask



"Youwilldoeverythingyouwilllearnfrom this

tripsofarwehavecinnamilk,grapefruitand

lapdanceonourlist"Lindisays

"Irepeatguysdon'ttrycinnamilkbecauseI'm

carryingacinnababy,thatthingmakesyoufeel

likeaprostitute"Katlegosays

Khumowalksintheroom allsweatywithher

gym gear.

Weallturnlookingather,"Areyoureally

pregnantandcarryingtwins?"Zamaasksfirst

Shejoinsusonthetableandpourwaterinher

glass"I'm sureonceI'm fourmonthsor

somethingIwon'tbeabletodothesethings,



mybellyisgrowingnow"shesays.

Guys!IeataloteverythingthatIseeIjust

destroyitandKhumoonlyeatssalads,she's

carryingmodelCs.

"SowhenIwasjoggingbythesea,Ihadan

idea"shesays

"Whatisthat?"Refilwe

"Let'sgotoLasVegas,Ireallywanttousethis

'whathappensinVegas,staysinVegas'line

likeinmovies"Khumoislosinghermind!

"What?!No,Ourmenknowsweareandifthey

findoutweareinLasVegasthenkuzonyiwa"



Lindi

"That'sthewholepointtogivethismoreaction

andmorefun"Khumo,No!

"Ilovethisidea"Refilwe

She'snotdatingherbrotherssoshebettershut

up.

"Sohowdowegoonaboutit?"Kamina,Idid

mentionthesetwomakesaverygoodteam

sincetheyaredatingtwinbrothers.

"Wewillleavetonight,Igotaprivatejetthatwill

takeustherebutwewillhavetoleaveour

phonesbehindandbuynewones,youknow



thesemencantrackus"Thisisextreme!

"Youaregoingoverboardnow"Kamo

"Iwillbuyyouguysnewphonesthenbesides

theywillcomeherelookingforusthentheywill

findourphonessowehavenothingtolose

really"She'sdeadserious.

"Weneedtobuynewluggagealsobeforewe

leave,theymightbeatrackersomewhere

there"Kamina

"Let'sleaveeverythingbehindandjustleave

guys,wewillhavefunliketeenagers"Mbali

Idon'twanttoriskmylife.



"Areyouguyshighonsomething?"Iaskthem.

"Don'tworryaboutKutloano,youwillgrapefruit

him andhewillforget"Refilwe

"So?Arewegoing?"Khumoasks,shelooks

excitedaboutthis.

"Guys,youcanonlyliveoncesolet'sgo!"Lindi

"Londeka?"Khumolooksatmewithpuppyeyes.

"OkaybutifanythinggoeswrongI'm thefirstto

callKutloano"Isay



"Thankyouuu,letmegetusahoteland

everythingwithmynewnumberthentonightwe

areout"Shesaysrunningouttoherroom.

"IknowthisisriskybutIcanfeelitinmyliver

thatit'sgoingtobesomuchfun!!!!"Lindi

screams

"Whyliverthough?!"Zamaasks,we'reall

laughing.

"Alcoholdestroystheliverso,I'llbedestroying

myliverinLasVegassweetheart"Lindi

SowearegoingtoLasVegastonight!

CHAPTER22



Wearesittingbythebeachwithourswimwear

excludingLindi,she'soverexcitedaboutthis

LasVegastripwearetakingtonightandI'm just

nervous.

"Guys,ourphoneshavebeenoffweshould

switchthem onsothesemenwon'tcatchwe

uptosomethingtheymightbeontheirwayas

wespeak"Mbalisayslookingatusunderher

sunglasses.

Theweatherisverychillyandwelooklikevideo

vixensunderthiswhitegazebowithcurtains.

"Oneofusshouldswitchonthephoneandlie

andsaywehaveissueswiththenetwork"

Refilwe

"Londeka"Kamo,What?Whyme?I'm notthe

onecomingupwiththeseriskydecisions.



Ilookatherblankly,"Whyme?"Iaskwithmy

eyesout.

SheflapshandsdramaticallyandIrollmyeyes

lookingatheralmostbigbumpthatlooksso

perfectandovalishonthatbikinishe'swearing.

"Well...yourtonewillbeveryconvincingbabes,

besidesyouknowKhumocannotlietoherman

shewillspillthebeans"

ButKhumoistheonewhocameupwithall

theseplans,nowImustsuffer,thesepeople

clearlydon'tknowKutloano.

"Guys!Iwilldoit"Lindiscreamswalking

towardsusinherwhiteswim suite,glasses



andherweavetiedintoabun.

Herlonglegsareperfectlyshavedandshe

lookslikeadamnGoddessthatsheis!

"Howdidyouhearusthough?"Khumoasks

"Youguysareloudlikethosetwowomenfrom

thatKFCadvert"Lindirespondsstillwalking

towardsusandshakingherhips,leftandright.

She'scarryingherphoneinherhand,whew!

MuchbetterbecauseIwasn'tgoingtodothis.

Shesitsnexttome,I'm thinkingshe'sonSkype

withLunganowbecauseherfacesuddenly

widenintoagrinasshelooksatthescreenof



herphone.

Allofusarelookingather,myheartwillcome

outofmymouthanytimefrom now.

"Heybaby"shesays,herwhitesteyeslighten

upasshe'slookingatherscreen.

HerandLungaaresobeautifultogether."You

reallywantmegoingcrazyLindiwe?"Lunga's

deepvoiceroars.

Wealllookateachother,Zama'sbigeyes

looksliketwosoccerballsrightnow.

"Heydaddycalm down,networkthissideis

reallybadyoureallydon'thavetoworry"She



respondswithaseducingtone.

Nowondershedidn'thaveaproblem withdoing

this,sheknowshowtodoherthing!

"Wewereplanningoncomingthatsidetonight,

areyouguysokay?Safeandeverything?"Yoh!

Seewhatalmosthappened?!

"Wearefine,sittingbythebeachandthe

atmosphereisreallypeacefulthisside.Lookat

thebeach"sheshowsLungathebeach.

Ihearhim chuckling,"Howiseveryone?I'm

withtheirboyfriendshere"Lungasays

"Callthem..."Lindi



NowwearealltryingtofitonLindi'sscreenso

ourmencanbeabletoseeus.

Lookatmybabylookinggreatasalwaysonhis

whiteT-shirtandhispearlyteethmakesme

misshim evenmore."Ican'tseemywoman"

Thatosaysappearingonthescreen,obviously

Khumoistheshortest.

"It'sbetterthatway,youguyswillstarttalking

likewearenotaround"Katlegosays

"IhopemybabyisfinethereKat"That'sScott,

OurveryownPeteDavidson.

"Ifyouwanttotalktoyourwomanthenbuyher

networksinceI'm theonlywiththenetwork



here"Lindi,smart.

"Areyouguysokay?"Thapelo

"Wearegreat!"WeChirm together.

"AndwewillseeyouinGhana,wearegoingto

callonceinawhilesincewehaveissueswith

networkbaby"Kaminasays

AndIcantellthesemenarenotbuyinganyof

this."Don'tworryguys,wearesafereally"

Khumoassurethem.

"Imissyouthembalami"Thatosayswitha

smile,nowtheyarebothsmilingateachother

liketwoteenagersonadateforthefirsttime.



"Fokkofyoutwo!"Lindi

"Londeka.."KutloanosaysmynameandIcan

feelmyheatbeatturningintoCasterSemenya.

"Baby"Irespond

"Ngiyakuthandayezwa"Hewinksalreadyhe's

causingwarmthinbetweenmylegs.

"Nawefokkof"LindisaysbeforeIcouldrespond.

"Bye(ini)"Shewavesatallofthem thenhangs

up,Whatthehell?



Iam notgoingtoLasVegas,Imissmyman

already."DudeIwasstillenjoyinglookingatmy

man'sface"Mbali

"Skypehim usingyourphonethennotmines"

Lindiresponds,she'ssoevil!

"Lindiyouareevil!"Isay

"Weneedtofocus,arewegoingtoLasVegas

oryouguysnifunaamapipi?Chooseoneand

makesureyoudon'tchooseamapipibecause

wewillhaveaproblem"

"Butsiyawathandanje"Khumoresponds

"That'swhyyou'recarryingtwins,shiyaamapipi



foronceandlet'senjoythisfreedom ,Icame

hereforfunIdon'tknowaboutyouguys"She

shrugsandtakesawaythecocktailthatRefilwe

iscarryinganddrinksit.

She'sreallyaboutYouonlyliveoncehey!

"Mycocktail"Refilwe

"NithandaamapipiandIlovealcoholsoletme

beguysjustletmebe"Idon'tknowifshe's

reallymadorshe'sjustbeingLindi.

"Areyoumad?"Iask

"Shecan'tbemad!"Khumo



"ArewegoingtoLasVegasorshouldIgo

alone?"Lindi

Whathappenedtoher."Hawuwearegoingto

LasVegas,hawu"Mbali

"Thankyounowgetoffmydick,please"Ithink

she'sdrunkthisone.

Weburstoutlaughing.

"Youaresodramathik"KamosaystoherandI

agree.

Sheraisesherlefthand"Isaidgetoffmydick"

Shechuckles.



"Whattimeareweleaving?"Zama

"Weareleavingat9pm.It'sstillearly"Khumo

"WhenwegettoLasVegaswearepartyingone

time,nobreakjuststraightuppartyingtothose

whoarepregnantyouguysneedtotalktoyour

babiesbecausenooneissleeping"Lindi,I

wonderwhoactivatedthepartyanimalinher.

"Youareremindingmeofourhighschooldays"

Khumolaughsshakingherhead.

"WhenyoudrankRussianbearforthefirsttime

andlostyourvirginitywewerewild!"Lindi

laughs.



"ImetSphamandlaweeksagoandhewas

talkingshit"Khumo

"Hawu!Youhaven'theardKhumo?Sphamandla

passedaway,hisfuneraltookplacewhenyou

guyswereinPortShepstone"Katlego

What?SphamandlaPatowasmycrushonce

uponatime.

Khumolookssopale,"What...whathappened

tohim?"Sheasksstuttering.

"Hewasfounddead,Idon'treallyknowthe

wholestory"Katlego

"IneedtocallThato"Sherunsoff.



Welookateachother."DoyouthinkThato?...

What!!Noways!"Isayfirst.

"WellrememberwhenThatopaidlobolafor

Khumohepaidforhervirginitythathedidn't

take,I'm thinkingheknowsSphatook

advantageofKhumowhenshewasdrunk"Lindi

"Buttheyweredating"Isay

"Whatdoesthatsupposedtomean?Hestill

tookadvantageofher"Kamina

"Ididn'tmeanitlikethat"Iwasreallystupid,I

admit



Zamaisbitinghernails."Relax!Theywon'tkill

you"Iassureher.

Shelooksatmeblinking56789times.

"LetmegoandcheckonKhumo"Refilwe

"Dothat"Mbalisays

Refilwewalksbackinsidethehouseleaving

silencebehindus.

CHAPTER23

AfterKhumoranoff,Refilwefollowedherthen

fewminutesshecomesbackrunningand

hovering."What'sgoingon?"Lindiasks,this

gotusallworriedknowinghowKhumo'sblood



pressuregetssometimes.

"ThereasonKhumowantsustoleavetonightit

becausewhenshewentforajogthismorning

shemettwomenwhokidnapspregnant

women"Shesaysbreathingheavilyand

swallowinghersaliva.

Noonesaysnothingwejustgetupandhurryto

Khumo'sroom ,Ifeeldizzy.

Ifthesemenkidnapspregnantwomenthenthat

meansIam notsafeandalsoKatlegoand

KamoincludingKhumoherselfsoforherto

hidethisfrom usisveryselfish.

Wefindherpacingaroundtheroom."Really

Khumo?Youcanhideanythingfrom usandwe



havenoproblem withthatbutthis?You

crossedtheline"Ishoutwithmyhandsonmy

hips,I'm carryingaKhuzwayochilddon'tgive

methatlook.

Shelooksatusnotsayinganything,Iknow

anythingcomingfrom hermouthwillbestraight

fire,sheknowshowtodefendherself.

"Didyoureallyhavetohidethisfrom usthough

Khumo?"Mbali,she'salwayssocalm butonce

youcrossthelinethenshewillsnatchyourwig.

"Whythefuckam Ifeelingattacked?"Khumo

yells,see?Theydon'tcallherChun-Lifor

nothing.

"Howcanyouhidesuchfrom usKhumo?!Are



youreallyoutofyourmind,whatifthesemen

comeherebeforewecanleave?"Lindiyellsat

herandshejumps,jumpinginfear.

Oh!She'snotfumingoranythinglikethat,this

isnew."I'm sorryguys"Sheapologise.

Khumoapologising?!Amen!

Myinnerselfclapsonce."Youreallycannot

handleeverythingwhenthere'ssomething

comingupyoumusttellusitdoesn'tmatter

howmuchyouaretryingtoprotectus,weare

friends,sisters,don'teverforgetthat,you're

notaloneKhumo"Isaytoher,I'm crying

already.

I'm veryhormonalmaybeI'm carryingalittle



babygirl,I'dlovethat.

"IunderstandandIwaswrong"Shesays,she's

beingabiggerpersonbyapologisingandI

appluadherforthatIwasexpectinghertogo

crazyandstartfightingwitheveryoneand

everything.

"Good!Noweveryonepackyourshitweare

goingtostayattheairportuntilwecatcha

flight,canceltheJetKhumobecauseyouwill

neverknowwhothesemenworkswith"Kamina

"Wherearewegoing?"Kamo,she'sscaredjust

likeme.

Icannotimaginemyselfbeingkidnapand

eatingmorvitedayinanddayout,buyaJesu!



"LasVegasthatwastheplanright"Zama

Theystillwanttogothereafterthis?Justgreat.

"Whatifsomethingalsocomesupthatside,

wewillgotoChina?"Kamo

Hahahha!Reallyfunnybuttheywilleatheralive

andaddsomespiceswhileatit.

"Ngizokhabawenajustbecauseyou'regetting

dicknowdoesn'tmeanweareyourage,weare

goingtoLasVegasifanyonedoesn'twanttogo

thenyouaremorethanwelcometogobackto

SataFrika,don'tstressus"Thoughtasmuch,

Lindi.



"Fightingreallywon'ttakeusanywhereguys,

let'scalm ourselves,packandleave"

HerewearepackingandheadingtoSir

SeewoosagurRamgoolam InternationalAirport.

Theflightisfinallytakingoffandourdark

skinnedgoddesscanstopcapturingherself

that'sKaminabytheway.

"CanIhaveshotsofbluegoonmakeitfive

please"Lindiordersassoonastheflighttakes

off.

"You'regoingtodrinkthatbyyourself?"Mbali

asksherlaughing.



"Yes,doyouhaveaproblem?"Sheasksraising

hereyebrow.

"Lindiisthereanythingstressingyou?"Iask,

I'm startingtogetworried.

Sherollshereyesthenshefacesmepouting

herlips,"I'm becomingaversionofmymother

andI'm suremyfatherwaslikethistoo"She

saysthenlooksaway.

Ourfatherranawayfrom hisresponsibilities,is

thisaffectingherpresent?

ThroughoutthewholetripIjustslept,12hours

flightisnotchild'splaybutLindiandRefilwe

weretheentertainment.



Theymakeagreatsdakwateam andKamina

andKhumomakesthegreatRamboteam.

I'm thenicestofthem all.

There'sachauffeurwaitingforuswithaboard

written'Comrades'.

HetakesLindi'ssuitcase"Oh!Thankyouhoney"

Lindisaystohim andhejustsmiles.

IwonderhowLungakeepsupwiththiswoman.

WegetinsidetheLimoandweheadtoourfive

starhotelwithmusicthrobbingupanddownas

usualandtheseladiesalreadyhavetheirhands



onalcohol.

Whenwegettothehotelwedon'twaste

anytimewejusttakeashowerandprepare

ourselvesforthenightlikeLindisaidweare

goingtopartydayinanddayout.

"Readyforthenight?"Mbaliasksraisingher

glassofchampagne.

"Weareabouttoturnthecitydown!WhenI'm

drunkpleasetakemetoatattooparlour,Iwant

atattoowrittencomradesonmywrist"Lindi

says.

"Weallshouldgetithey"Refilwesays



"Never!Thatthingispainful"Khumosays,I

forgetBaitumetsimadehergetatattooandit's

verynice.

"Shametoobadyouaregettingone,let'sget

thefuckoutofhere"Lindisays.

LasVegasisavibe!

Themusicisalreadythrobbingupanddownat

thisclubandeveryoneisfollowtherhythm of

thecrazysexysongandhavingagoodtime.

"Rememberwedon'tneedalcoholinyour

system tohaveagoodtimesotothepregnant

onesdon'truinthefun"Kaminasays.She's

wearingablackshorthuggingdressandI'm

sureasthenightcontinueswe'llseehervagina



sinceshedoesn'thaveanyunderwearon.

Shotsaftershots,notformethough.

Andwearehavingthebesttimeofourlivesat

thisdancefloor.

DanceHallmusicmakesyoudrunkwithout

evendrinking,soimaginedancehallmusicand

thesediscolights.Iam sweating,I'm having

funandIdon'tregretcominginVegas.

WhenIlookaroundZamaisshovingher

tongueinsidesomewhitelady'sthroat.

"WhathappensinVegas,staysinVegas"

Kaminascreamsinmyear.



"I'm drunkenoughtogetatattoo,let'sgo

hoes!"Lindi,arewereallygettingtattoos?

Igotmyfirsttattootodayandit'swrittenin

italics.IfeltthepainbecauseI'm sober,theway

Icried.

Wearegoingbacktothehotelnow."Please

holdmeI'm goingtofall"Refilwesaystomeas

wegetonaelevator.

Ican'tstoplaughingbecauseLindi'sdressisall

upinherwaist,Khumoiscarryinghershoes

butshe'snotevendrunk(it'sthedancingshe

wasdoing),Kamina'shairlooksmessylikeshe

wasfightingactuallyeveryonelookslikea

mess.



"Work,work,workseemedowork,work"We

singloudlyinsidetheelevatorgrabbingallthe

attentiononus,worsepartwearesingingthe

wronglyrics.

IforgottomentionhowbeautifulisLasVegas,

damn!

Anywayswearesinginganddancinguntilwe

gettothe6thfloor.

"IfThatoseesmelikethis,I'm dead"Khumo

saysandweburstoutlaughing.

"Yoh!Tomorrowwearegoingbacktothatclub"

Kaminastumblesback



Wejumpofftheelevatorandwalktwoseconds

toourroom.

WhenZamaopensthedoor,wegetthe

surpriseofourlives.

"Sanibona"Thatosays

Khumoliterallyjusturinatedherself,Iwantto

laughbutI'm frozen.

"Ngenani"Hesays,welookintoeachother's

eyesthenwewalkinslowly.

Theyareallhere,wearedead!

CHAPTER24



Rememberhowweusedstandinprimarywhen

wewereabouttosing'sizinyonithinasizinyoni'

that'showwearestandingrightnowandI

mightjoinKhumoandurinatemyself.

"MustbenicebeinginMauritius"Langotakesa

sipofwhateverthathe'sdrinking.

Theyaresittinginonecouchsurroundedby

alcoholandKutloanoisavoidingeyecontact

thathowangryheis."WeareinMauritiusjust

becauseyoufoundusinLasVegasthenthat's

notourproblem"Lindisays,youknowI'm

startingtothinkI'm morelikemyfather

becauseI'm nothingclosetoLindiandmy

mother.



Khumoroarslaughing,"Uhlekaniwena?"Thato

asks,yoh!

Shezipshermouth,good.

"Sotellus,doyouguysreallythinkweare

stupid?Firstlyyousaidyouhadnonetworkthen

youflewtoLasVegas"Thapelo

"Howdidyoufindus?"Hiswifeasks.

"Oh!Youhadcamerasalloverthatguesthouse

andsecondlyyouhaveundercoverguards"

Theykneweverymove.

"Wecanexplain"Kamo,whatexactlyishereto

explain?Weshouldkeepquiteandletthem



shoutalltheywant.

"Justleavetheexplanationfortomorrowsince

youguysarehereweshouldgotothisother

clubtogetherandturnup"LindisaysdoingNae-

Nae,nomorealcoholforher.

"Whilewearetalkingaboutthat,Langoyou

shouldhaveseenMbaliowningthedancefloor

butwhathappensinVegasstaysinVegasso

don'tworry"Shelaughsthenshethrowsherself

nexttoherboyfriendandimmediatelysleeps.

"Londekacanwetalkprivately"Kutloanofinally

speaksclenchinghisjaw.

HeleavesfirstandIstaybehindforfew

minutesnotknowingifIshouldfollowhim or



justhidearoundthehouse.

Okay,whew!I'm goingtohim.

Iwalkintowhatlookslikeastudy/office,he's

standingrightinfrontofme.

Kutloanoisactuallytall,hey.

"Whatareyouwearing?"Heasks,lookingatme.

"Dress"Isayandlookathim.

Hesmiles,I'm notsureifit'sgenuineorit'sthat

smileyouputonyourfacewhenyou'reaboutto

punchsomeonereallybadbutit'sstillmy

weaknesseitherway.



"Youreallylikeseeingmeangry?"I'm just

wearinganicetightdressbecauseIwasgoing

outheshouldn'tgetonmynerves,I'm too

pregnantforthis.

"Don'tmakethisaboutyouKutloano,Iwas

goingout"

"SoIcangotoastripclubrightnowbecauseI

heardtheyhavebombassstrippers,itwouldn't

beaproblem?"

"Youwouldn't!"Heshouldn'tcomeatmewith

shenanigans.

"Youwanttotellmewhyyou'reinLasVegas?"

Hechangesimmediately.



"I'm sorryaboutthat.."

"Thatdoesn'tanswermyquestion"O-kayweare

abouttoargueandfight.

"Wejustwantedfunanditwasn'tsafein

Mauritiusbaby"Irespond

"Howdoyouknowitwasn'tsafe?"Heraisehis

eyebrow.

"BecauseKhumometmenwhokidnaps

pregnantwomen"

Hefoldshisarms"AndyouthoughtIwasgoing

toallowthattohappentoyou?"Heasksme,



detective.

"Cha"

"Sowhyareyouhere?"

"Tohavesomefun"

"Bywearingshortdresses?"

"Cha"

"Youlookbeautifulbytheway,IevenforgotI

wasmadatyounowIwanttoburymyself

insideyou"Hesmirks.



Didhejust?HelloIwanthim toburyhimself

insideme.

Heturnsandwalkstothetable."Whatdoyou

haveunderthatdress?"

"Somethinglacy"

"Showittome"Hesays.

Ithoughtwewereheretofightandturnthe

tableswhilehe'sbusyshoutingatmebutany

ways.

Itakeoffmydressslowlywhilehewatchesme,

hiseyeskeepsexaminingmybodyupand

down.



I'm inmylacynumberandstandinginthe

middleoftheroom withamanwhostolemy

heart."Comehere"Hesays.

Itakefewsteps."Stop"HesaysbeforeIcan

reachhim.

IlookdowntohispantsandalreadyKhuzwayo

wantswhatbelongstohim.

"Woza"HesaysandIwalktowardshim

laughing.

Hepullsmeclosertohim ,"Youhavean

attitudenowhuh?"Heaskswithaseductive

tone.



Iswallowhardandbitemylip,"That'snottrue

andyouknowthat"Isay

"Sinceyou'vebeenabadgirl,daddyshould

punishyouright?"Yes,yes,yes,punishme

please,yes!

Wekiss,aslowsensualkissandhishandsare

allovermybody.

Idon'tknowwhereIgotthecouragetotakeoff

hisclothesbuthereIam rippingoffhisclothes

likehowheusuallydoestomines.

Hefuriouslypicksmeupandplacemeonthe

table.



Hetearsmythongandmybraapartandthey

nothingbuttheragonthefloor,IfIcomplainhe

willtellmehewillbuythewholestoreforme,

bloodyrichasshole.

Thepacehaschanged,from ourkissingand

thebreathing.

Withoutanywarninghethrustinsideme,Igaps

forair,Itrytojumpbutheholdsmedown.

Iholdontohim screaminghisnameand

cussing,Iwonderhowisitgoingwiththeother

comradeswhileI'm busyenjoyingthepainand

pleasurehere.

Ifeelmyselfcumming,he'sstillinsidemeafter



we'vebothreachedtheclimax.

Hegivesmeasatisfiedsmile"Seeyouin

Ghana"Hesaysandpulloutthenhewearshis

pants,hecan'twearthatT-shirtsinceI've

teareditapart.

"Sothisisit?Justfuckingmybrainsoutthen

youleave?"

"No,nothatwasapunishmentsinceIcan't

slapyoubacktoyousenses"Hewinks

"Kutloano.."Thatcameoutaswhisper

"Ican'tshoutatyoubecauseyoucrylikeababy

becauseofyourhormones,Ican'tlaymyhands



onyoubecauseIloveyousowhatmoredoyou

wantfrom me?"LasttimewehadanargumentI

reallycried,rememberwhenIwentforajog.

Hekissesmyvaginathenlips"Seeyouin

GhanathenIwillfuckyousomemore"Hesays

turningtheknobofthedoorhandlethenhe

leavesmeshocked.

Wow!

CHAPTER25

ThehouseisreallyquitesoIopenthedoorand

headtotheshower,didallthesemenleftand

wenttoGhana?OrisitjustKutloanopunishing

mesomemore.

AfterIfinishshoweringIheadtothesitting



room andIfindeveryonesittingandhaving

somesnacks,seemslikewe'vealltooka

shower,freshenupandreadytotalkabout

whathappened."Wewerewaitingforyou

beforewestarttalkingabouttonight"Kamina

says

SoIthrowmyselfinacouch,Lindiissobernow

actuallyeveryonewhowasdrunkissober.

Refilwe'sboyfriendisreallyhandsomebythe

way!!!

"Guys,hehe!"Mbaliputsherplateonthetable

andstartslaughing,Ialreadyknowwhyshe's

laughingsoIcan'tstopmyselfIjustjoinher

andlaughreallyhard.



"YabouKhumoguysushayeilastnumber"She

sayslaughing,mystomachissopainful.

I'm literallyintears,Khumoissulkingwithher

bowlofsalad.

"Comrades!"Mbaliwillbethedeathofme."I

won'tlieshamethat'ngenani'byThatomade

mewanttojointheteam urination"Mbali

continueslaughing.

I'm howling!

WeareallliterallyonthefloorexcludingKhumo

who'spouting."Dude!Shejustfrozethennext

tsiiiiiiiiiii,Ithoughtmaybeshewashidingan

applejuiceinbetweenherlegsbutNo,

umchamo"MbaliisliterallyintearsevenKhumo



isnowlaughing.

"Listen,Listen"Khumo

"Idon'twanttolistenyouwillruinthismoment

forme"Shescreamsinlaughter.

Mbaliisthattypethatrunsaroundtheplace

andhiteveryone'sshoulderwhenshe's

laughing."Okaylet'sleaveKhumo,canwetalk

aboutLindiwhowasinvitingthedragonstothe

clubanddoingnae-nae"Isayfirst.

HowcanImoveonfrom that?Hahaha.

"Dudewait!Shekilledmewhensaid'Wearein

MauritiusjustbecauseyoufoundusinLas



Vegasthatisnotourproblem ,weareallin

Mauritius'thenshefellasleep"Refilwe

"Iwasn'tsleepingguys,IknewIwasintrouble

sothatwasmyonlywayout.Youknowwhen

you'redrunkandyouknowwhatyou'resaying

butyoudon'tknowwhyyou'resayingitthat

whathappenedtome"Lindisayseatingher

packetofchips.

"WhatdidLungasaid?"Kamo

"Howcanyou'retalktosomeonewho's

sleeping,hedidn'tsaynothing"Lindianswers,

ifyoudon'tstanthiswomanthenIdon'tknow

honestly.

"Kutloanojustfuckedmeontopofthetable



andleft"Isay

"Ohyeah!Iheardyouscreaming'Ah!Kutloano

fuck!'"Katlegoimitatesmymoansandshe

soundsexactlylikeme,Iwasthatloud?

"Voestekwenayezwa!"Ipointathernow

everyoneislaughingatme,itwasnice

laughingatotherpeople.

"Thapeloisnottalkingtomeguys,period"

Kamina

"Shame!Ialsogotsomedick,getpregnantyou

willbefine"KatlegosaysandKhumogivesher

alooksometimesItendtoforgetKhumois

theiroldersister,thesekidsgrowreallyfast.



"Igrapefruithim"Refilwe

Whaaaaat?YassssQueen!

"Whatthe?What?"Khumoexclaimsinterested.

"Yah!IgrapefruitedZamaniandhewas

screaminglikeahoe"Shesays,hisnameis

Zamani.IonlyknewhewasfriendswithKeletso

becausetheyoncebeathim upatKutloano's

housewhentheyfoundouthe'sdatingtheir

sister,Ihadtointervene.

Wearehighfive-ingeachotherandlaughing,

youwouldn'tsaywewereintroubleifyouwalk

in."WhataboutyouKhumo?"Mbaliasks



"He'smadatme"shesayssoftly

"Thato?Getthefuckouthehasasoftspoton

you"Kamina

"Wellnotthistime"Sheresponds

"Butweareinasamechurchchoirbabygirl"

Mbali

"LuyolowasshoutingandscreaminguntilI

apologised"Zama

"Haveyouguysspokeabouthischeating

ways?"Iblurtout,Ididn'tmeanit.

Theroom justwentdeadsilent."Zama!"Mbali



callsher,she'scryingwhathaveIdone?

"Luyoloischeatingonyou?"Mbaliagain

"Hewas,butweareworkingonitandI'm

learninghowtoforgivehim"

"Doyoustilllovehim girl?Don'tstickaround

justbecauseyouthinkwewon'tbefriendswith

youanymore"Lindi

"Ilovehim deeplyandthat'swhyI'm stillwith

him"

"Butyouwerekissingwomentonight"Kamo

"Iwasdrunk"Sherespondsthinkingofthatwe



burstoutlaughing.

"AnywaysZamayou'vemadeamistakebefore

butthelovewehaveforhasn'tchangedwellwe

mighthavetrustissuesbutwearehereforyou,

don'thidethingsfrom usgirl"Khumo

"Itwasjust...hardyouknowespeciallysince

he'syourbrotherIcouldn'tjusttellyou"she

says

"Istillhavetokickhisballsforhurtingyouwena

LindaMtoba"Khumo,Zamareallylookslike

LindaMtobashe'snotlying

Shegiggles,"Stopit"sheblushes.



"Canwestopwiththisemotionalshitandhug

already"Lindi

Wegettogetherandwegrouphug."Tomorrow

wewillstartplanningKhumo'sweddingwhole

day,nogoingoutwemightevenfinddresses

forthereceptionthisside"Isay,I'm suddenly

excited.

"Youguysreallydon'thavetoo"Khumoblushes

"Thisisourweddingtoosostopbeingmodern

tomorrowwearecomingupwiththedesignof

ourdresses"Lindi

"Comrades!"Mbaliscreamsandweallscream

togetherjoiningher

CHAPTER26



KUTLOANO

UNEDITED

We'veonlybeentoGhanafortwodaysandwe

areswimminginalcoholdayinandout.

I'm sufferingfrom aheavyhangover,lastnight

wewenttoaclubandIhaven'thadagoodtime

inawhilebutImissmywomanespeciallythat

deliciouscakeofhers,God!

"Hello"Ianswermyphonegroaningandholding

myhead.

"HelloSir,I'm callingfrom UmhlangaHospital"

Thisisveryweirdbecausethispersonisusing



Lethu'snumber.

"Ohokayandyouare?"Iaskgettingupfrom the

bed.

"NomathamsaqaMeyiwa,Uhm...SirI'm sorryto

letyouknowthatyoursonpassedawayfrom

ancaraccident"Shesays,No!

"Areyousureyoucallingthecorrectnumber

Nomathamsaqa?"Myforeheadissweating,my

stomachjusttiedaknotandI'm shaking.

"YournumberissavedasPopssoI'm sureI'm

correctSir"

"I'm currentlyinGhanabutI'm onmywayright



now,thankyou"Isay,Ifeelmytears

threateningmyeyes.

"I'm sorryforyourloseSirwhenyougethere

askforNomathamsaqa"Shesaysbeforeshe

cansayanythingelseIimmediatelydropthe

call.

I'venevercriedinmylifebutIcan'tholdmyself

especiallysinceLethuwaslikeasontome,I

knowhowmuchthiswillbreakLondeka,fuck!

Ipunchthewall,Ibreakeverythinginfrontof

myeyes."Heydude,whatthefuckisgoingon?"

Thatowalksinmyroom.

Ilookathim wipingmytears."IsLondekaokay?

Khumo?Aretheyallokay?"Heaskspanicky.



"Lethupassedawayfrom anaccident"Itellhim

withalowertone.

"Caraccident?How?"Hewalksclosertome.

"Mandlatookhim whileafterLondekawentto

Mauritius,Idon'twanttofighthim.Imeanhe's

Lethu'sfather"Itellhim.

"HewaswithMandlaonthataccident?"He

asks,I'm reallynotupforthis21questions

rightnow.

"Canyouorganisesomething,Londekaneeds

tobeinSouthAfricabytomorrow,allofthem

infact"Isaytohim.



Heattacksmewithahug,IfeellikeI'm soft.

I'm cryinginhisshoulder."Youneedtobe

strongforLondeka"Hesaysconsolingme.

Iwipemytearsandsniffing"Weneedtogetout

hereasinnow"Isaypackingalready.

Hegivesmealookbeforehewalksout.

Idon'tknowhowI'm goingtotellLondekathis,

Idon'tknow!

IfI'm alreadydyinginside,howisshegoingto

handlethis?!



WearealreadyinSouthAfrica.

I'm nottalkingtoanyone,Ifeelnumb."Arewe

goingtothehospitalnow?"Thatoasksme.

IshakemyheadNo."WewillwaitforLondeka

first"Irespondtakingasipfrom mywhiskey.

"Alright,doyouwantmetodoanythingfor

you?"Heasks

"Iwanttobealonefornow"

"Iunderstandhewaslikeyoursonbutdudeyou

can'tbethisweak"

Ifacehim ,"sayswho?"Iask



"Londekawillneedyou"

"Letmebeweakwhileshe'snothere,letme

cryandfeelweak.I'm notasuperheroIalso

havefeelings"Itellhim.

"Youhaveastrongpoint,letmecheckwhere

aretheladies"Hesaysthenwalkout.

CHAPTER27

UNEDITED

Wewerecomingfrom shoppingKhumo's

seconddressandalsooursforthesecond

outfitsattheweddingwhenwefoundThapelo

waitingforus,veryweirdhejustaskedusto

packourstaffandweareheadingbackto

SouthAfrica,noquestionsaskedwedidso.



Wearealmosttwohoursawaynow,Kutloano

isnotansweringmycalls,Khumoseemsto

knowsomethingbecauseshe'savoiding

everyonerightnow."Arewestillgoingto

Ghana?"Kamoasks,itbeensilenceforthe

pasthours,justthesmoothmusiconthisjet

andnothingelse.

Mygutsaretellingmesomethingiswrong.

"Thattripiscancelled"Thapeloisexactlylike

Thato,youcan'tjusthaveaconversationwith

him.

Ohwellwealldecidetokeepquite...

There'scarsoutsidemyhouse,maybeI'm



havingasurprisepartyorsomethingIdon't

know.

"What'sisgoingon?"Iaskwithawidesmile

maybemygutswerewrong,knowinghow

Kutloanoislikemaybehe'sproposingtonight.

Khumolooksaway,I'm guessingthisisa

surprise.

Whenwewalkinsidethehousewefindalmost

everyonefrom myfamilycrying,rollingand

screaming.

IlookatKhumowho'salreadycrying,Isearch

aroundthehouseandmyeyeslandson

Kutloanowhohashisheadinbetweenhislegs.



Hepickshisheaduplookingatmewithhis

eyesbloodshotred.

Whatthehellisgoingon?

"Londeka"Mymom callsme,she'sshaking.

"Makwenzakalani?"Sheasksme,Kutloano

can'tevenlookatme.

"Comewithme"shetakesmyhandandweare

headingtomyroom.

Whyshehasaheadwrapandscarfaroundher

shoulders?

"Sithere"shesayspointingthebedroom couch



,IhesitateatfirstbeforeIsit.

"What'sgoingon?"Iasklookingintoherglassy

eyes.

"Mandlacamehereafteryouleft"Shetellsme.

"Todowhat?"Iaskher

"HeaskedforLethu,Imeanhe'shisfathersoI

thoughtthiswasagreatopportunityforhim to

bondwithhissoneventhatboyfriendofyours

thoughtitwasn'tabadidea"Shetellsme.

"Okay,Igetthatbutmyquestioniswhatis

goingon?"Iaskher



"Todaytheygotintoacaraccident"Hesays

Ilookatherfrozen,"IsLethuokay?"Iask.

Shelooksatmewithtremblinglips."Hepassed

awaymybaby"Shetellsme,Aprilfoolhahaha!

"It'sNovember,Aprilwasmonthsago"Ilaugh

loudlyindenial.

Sheholdsmetightcrying,No!

"Whereishe?"I'm cryingloudly,I'm surepeople

from Jerusalem canhearme.

"Idon'tthinkit'sagoodideatoseehim today"

Shesays



"Iwanttoseemysonmom!Iknowhewillwake

up,takemetoLethu"Iscream ,she'snot

makingthisanybetterbyherloudcries.

"Getout!"Isay

"Londeka!"Shesays

"Ngicelauphume"Iscream thistimeandshe

leavesimmediately.

Iputonalongdressandaheadwrap.

KutloanoagreedthatLethumustgotoMandla

andthentheygetintoanaccident?



IsthiswhyhejustfuckedmeatLasVegas

becauseheknewhewasuptosomething?

Londeka,No!

Itmakessensethough!

IrundownstairsandIfindeveryonegathered

andLindiiscrying.

"Youdidthis!"Iscream pointingatKutloano.

Hejustlooksatmenotmoving,justlookingat

mewithhisredeyesshowingmethathe's

crying."HowcanyoudothistomeKutloano?

Doyouhatemethatmuch"Icryinsteadofhim

takingoutagunorsomethingheholdsmetight.



I'm screamingandpunchingintheairbuthe

won'tletmego."Ihateyou"Iscream athim

"Ssssh..."Hesaystome,wearebothweeping.

"IhateyouKutloano"Itellhim again.

"IloveyouMaGumedeandIwillneverdo

anythingtohurtyou,yououtofallpeople

shouldknowthat"

"Ithurts,Ithurtssobad"I'm inhiscomfort

"Iknow,I'm hurtingtoo"Hesays



Itfeelslikessomeoneripmyheartoutofmy

chest.

CHAPTER28

UNEDITED

I'm stillinKutloano'sembracehistearskeeps

landingonmyshoulders,Iwasblaminghim

becauseIneededsomeonetoblame.

Iknowhowmuchthathurthim."Iwanttosee

him"Isaytremblingandshaking.

"Areyousure?"Mymotherasks.

"I'm sure,Ineedclosure,Ineedtohim please

KutloanoIwanttohim"Ibegsniffing.



"Let'sgo"Hesayspullingmeup.

IlookatKhumothenLindi"KhumoandLindi

pleasecomewithme"Ijustneedmybloodto

bewithmethroughthis.

"Areyousureyouwantustocome?"Lindi

Inod,"Weshouldgo"Khumosays.

Kutloanoholdsmyhandaswewalktothecar,

wejumpinsidethecaranddriveoff.

BothLindiandIleanonKhumo'sshoulder,

threeofusaresilentlycrying.

ThisiswhatIwanted,Iwantedtoknowthat



someoneisfeelingthesamepainasme.

"Areyousureyou'rereadyforthis?"Kutloano

asksmeaswewalktotheroom withwhat

lookslikeshelves,Inod.

Theyopenashelfandhereismylittleboywith

hislonglashes,sharpnoseandpoutylipsjust

likeme.

Helookslikeanangel,likehe'sgoingtowake

upask'whereispops?',Ineverunderstoodhis

relationshipwithKutloanobutIknowitwas

veryspecial.

HowcanIeventhinkKutloanodidthis?



"Wehavetogobaby"Kutloanosayscomforting

me,Ican'tstopmytears.

"Kutloanopleasedosomethingandwakehim

up,worksomemiracle.Yousaidyouwon'tlet

anythinghurtmebaby,I'm hurting"Isayonhis

chest,punchingandcrying.

Hekissesthetopofmyhead"Heavencouldn't

waitforhim"Hewhisperinmyear.

WewalkoutwithKutloano,Ifeelweak,this

cannotbehappening.

Itfeelslikeabaddream ,I'm pregnantfor

heavensakesIneedtothinkaboutmylittle

sunshine.



His/Herbrotherchosetoleavebeforehecan

meethissibling,couldn'twait?

Iwantedtoseehim graduate,gettingmarried

andallthesethingsbuthechosetoleaveme

beforeIcantellhim howproudIam tobehis

mother.

Ithurtssobad,wefindKhumoandLindi

waitingforusandtheybothattackmewitha

hug.

Idon'twanttogohome,Idon'tknowIwantto

runawaywherenoonecanfindme."Takeme

wheretheaccidenthappened"Isaylookingat

Kutloano

"Londeka..."HesaysandIinterject.



"PleaseKutloano"Ibeghim ,IknowheknowsI

needclosuresohe'stakingmethere.

There'sstillbrokenglasseshereandblood

stains.

IsittherecryingandIsingourfavouritesongby

JheneAikoForMyBrother,Ididn'tunderstand

whyhelovedthatsongsincehe'ssoyoungbut

whenIaskedhim onesayhesaidJheneAiko's

voiceputhim atease.

Ilaughloudlyathowserioushewas,his

favouritelinewas'Ifangelscallsyourname,

babypleasetellthem thatyou'restaying'

Angelscalledhim andherespondedwithout



thinkingaboutme,hismother!

KhumotakesmyhandandIgetupfrom the

ground.

Kutloanoisstandingfarseemslikemybabyis

alsocrying,I'veneverseem him likethisbefore.

"Didyoufindwhatyou'relookingfor?"Khumo

aswejumpinsidethecar.

"Lethuwillcomeback,Iknowmyboy"Ismile

atherthenlookoutsidethewindow

Kutloanoturnsfrom thebackseatandlooksat

Khumoandsheshrugs.

CHAPTER29



UNEDITED

LethokuhleNathanGumede,

IwishIcanhearyourlaughandcriesonmore

time,

IwishIcangetlostinyourbigbuggedeyesone

lasttime,

IwishIcanholdyoutighttomychestwhile

yoursofthandsdrawspatternsonmyface,

Myloudcrieshasturnedintosilentcries,

IcannotfindwordstodescribethepainthatI'm

feelingasIam lookingatyourcoffinwhile

everyoneishummingasadsong,consolingme

andpromisingmeeverythingisgoingtobe

okay.



Ikeepthinkingaboutoursmallargumentsthat

enlightenmeinaway,

Ohdearson!Youweresosmart,

IwantedtoseeyoubecominganAstronaut,

RememberthefirsttimeIaskedyouwhatyou

wanttobewhenyougrowup?Andyousaidyou

wanttoflytothemoonsoyoucanbringitback

tomebecauseIdeserveit.

Ikeepgoingtoyourroom thinkingIwillfindyou

sleeping,

Isniffyourclothes,

Igothroughyourpicturesandvideosanditstill

hasn'tsunkinthatyou'regoneforever.

IhavesomanyquestionsmydearsonbutI

cannotfindtheanswers,



Iwanttoscream butmyvoiceseemstobe

lodgedonmythroat,

IwanttocrybutI'verunoutofmysaltywaters

ifyouwerehereIknowyouwould'vetoldme

whattodo.

Ijustwanttohearyoucallingmemommy

becausethesevoicenotesarenotgivingme

anycloser,

Ithurts,ithurtssobadthatI,myselfcannot

describemypain.

IwishIcouldsaymore,

IwishIcouldwriteaboutyouandgobeast

mode.

"LeavemealoneKutloano,leavemealone!"I

scream lookingmymySunshine'scoffingoing



downtotheground.

He'sgone!

"It'sgoingtobeokay"He'swhisperinginmyear

,he'smypillarofmythreat.

TheonlypersonIcanswearandpunch

wheneverIdon'tknowhowtodealwithmypain

,it'swrongbutIcan'thelpmyself.

"Lethu!"Iscream.

Itrytoletloosefrom Kutloano'stightgripbut

hewon'tletmego,myhadturnedintoloud

screams,myvisionhasbecomeblurry,my

kneesfeelsojelly.



"Ssh..."Kutloanohushmestrokingmyback.

"Wakehim upKutloano,ngiyacelajustdothis

onethingforme"Ibeghim lookingintohiseyes

withmytearyeyes.

Everyoneislookingatusnow,somepeopleare

goingbacktothebuses.

"Baby,Lethuisanangelnowifyoukeepcrying

you'restoppinghim from thepathhe'saboutto

takebecausehekeepslookingback"Hetells

me,thisisnotwhatIwanttohear.

"Hemustlookbackthencomeback.Hemust

comebackandplaywithourlittlesunshine

who'scoming"Isayholdinghisface.



"Let'sgo"Hetakesmyhandleadingmetothe

car.

Ikeeplookingback

Mybabyisgone!

"TheyfoundMandla?Isheokaybaby?Hemust

betraumatised"Iaskhim thousandquestions

atthetime.

TheysaidMandlawasn'tfoundatthescene,I

haven'tseenhim throughouttheweekevenat

thehall.

He'savoidingeyecontact,hejuststartsthe



engineanddriveoff.

Wearegoingbacktomyhouse,Iwanttobe

surroundedbymycomradesthat'sall,noone

else.

"Kutloano..."

"He'satthewarehouse"Heanswersnoteven

lookingatmebuttheroad.

Doingwhatthere?Heneedstostarttalking.

"I'm puzzled"Iglanceathim thenoutsidethe

window.

Thetressaretalkingandtheskylookssoblue,



thenaturelookssobeautiful,Ifindmyself

smiling."Whyareyousmiling?"Kutloanoasks

"Thenaturelooksamazing,Lethuloveditthat

meanstheymosthighhasacceptedhisangel"I

saytohim andhesmilesbackatme.

"Wehadagardenoutsidemyhouse"Hesaysto

meandhiseyeslightenup.

"I'veseenit,ithasbeautifulroses"

"Idon'twantyougoingnearitbecauseyouwill

burnmyroses,Iwantyoutofocusonyourself

andthepregnancynowI'm sureLethuwould've

lovedthat"Heglanceatme.



"Didheknow?"

Henods,"Itoldhim andhesaidwemustgive

thebabyaJapanesenamejustlikeHinata

becauseit'snice,ridiculous"

Oh!Lethu.

"SowhyisMandlaatthewarehouse?"

"Notnowbaby"Hesays

"PleasetellmeafterthisIwillstartanew

chapter,likeyousaidthatiswhatLethu

would'vewanted"

"He'sbehindthisLondeka,hewantedyouto



turnagainstmesohecanbeyourshoulderto

cryon"

"Doyouhaveevidenceofwhatyou'resaying?"

I'm frozen.

"Ido,Icanshowyou"

"No,nodon'tshowmejustkillhim ,slow

painfuldeath,don'tmakeitquickthat'saneasy

wayout.Iwilltellyouwhattodowith"Isay

coldlylookingoutsidethewindow.

DamnyouMandla!

CHAPTER30

KUTLOANO



Ireallydon'tknowhowtorespondtoLondeka

rightnow,theywayshesoundedsocoldand

heartlessisworryingme.

Thiswholethingmightchangeher,thewayshe

said'justkillhim ,slowpainfuldeath,don't

makeitquickthat'saneasywayout.Iwilltell

youwhattodowithhim'isthisringinginmy

headaswedrivethroughthegatetoherhouse

silently.

There'speopleeverywhere,theycameoutin

numbers,Lethu'sfuneralwasreallybeautiful.

Iwillmisshim somuch,hetaughthowtobea

fatherandIwillbeforeverbethankfulforthat.



Ineverreallyappreciatednaturebutwhenthat

11yearoldboycameintomylifehemademe

lookatitdifferently,hewasastarshinningso

brightintheskylikeadiamondwithagreat

future.

IfIcouldwriteabouthim andtellyouastoryI

willturnintoanauthor,I'dhavetowrite

thousandsofbooks.

I'm notgoodwithwordsbutallIcantellyouis

thatIlovedhim.

Whenwegetbackfrom thecemeteryLondeka

wastaken,'uyogeza'.

Afterthattheyleadhertoherroom soIdecide

togocheckonher,she'swithhercomradesI



stilldon'tknowwhytheycallthemselves

comrades.

"Comrades"Igreetwalkinginsidetheroom.

"Brothercomrade"saysLindi,youwillnever

knowwhat'sgoingthroughhermind.

Lindiisthenicestsisterinlawthoughzit's

eithershe'sdrunk,crackingjokesorshe'sjust

serious.

Ijustlookatthem andsitnexttomywoman.

"Areyouguysokay?"Iasklookingatallofthem

onebyonethengetlostinmywoman'seyes,I

choseverywellhereoKhuzwayobayathokoza.



"Wearegood,stillveryemotionalbutitgoodto

seeLondekatakingonestepatthetime"Mbali

responds.

True,Ithoughtshewasgoingtobeworsethan

thepastfewdaysbutIguessshehasfinally

acceptedthatLethuisgoneandshealsofound

closure.

Shejustsmileslookingatherfriendsthenback

atme."Thankyouguysforeverythingandwena

babyIloveyou"Shepecksmycheek.

Shecomesclosertomyearandwhisper"Iwant

Mandladeadbytheendoftonight,makesure

hisheadisseparatedfrom hisbodywhenyou

deliverhisbodytohisfamily"rightaftershe

saidthatshelooksatmeintheeyeandsmiles.



Shelooksempty,theLondekawho'sfulloflife

isnowheretobefoundinhereyes."Youguys

arestarting"saysLindi

"Leaveusalone"Londekarespondstoher,I'm

stillshockedaboutwhatshejustsaidtome.

Sheglancesatmeagain,itbetterifIgoanddo

whatmywomanwantsmetodo,I'm blood

thirstyanywaysandI'vealwayswantedtoget

ridofthisMandlafrom getgo."Ineedtogetgo

ladies"Isayandgetup.

Theysayfarewelltogetherliketheyaresinging

inaschoolchoirwhenIwalktothedoor

LondekacallsmesoIturnandlookather.



"Iloveyou"shesmiles

Ismileback"Iloveyoutoo"Iwinkthenwalkout

totheboys.

I'm worriedaboutLondekawecan'tgoonand

pretendlikeeverythingisokaywhenweboth

knowshe'snotokay,Icantellshe'spretending

soeveryonecangetoffhercase.

Ifindtheboysoutsidebythecars."Weneedto

go"Isayapproachingthem andtakingoffmy

blazer.

"Wherearewegoingnow?"Luyolo,Luyolostill

needsmoretraininghe'stoosoftformyliking.



"Warehouse,Londekawantshim goneby

tonight"Isay

"Whyarewestillherethen,let'sgetgoing"This

isThapelo'sfavouritepart.

"Idon'tthinkallofusshouldgoreally"Keletso

"Andwhyisthat?"Lunga

"Wemightbeneededorsomethingmightcome

backmasingekhosonkewhat'sgoingto

happen?"Keletso,strongpoint.

"Okayyouhaveapoint.Thapelo,Thato,Lunga

andyouKeletsoweshouldgo"Isay



"No,thebrothersshouldgoandwewillstay

behind"Lango

"WhereisThato?"Iask

"SomewherewithKhumoyouknowthesetwo

justcallhim"Keletso

ItakeoutmyphonecallingThato."I'm coming"

HesaysbeforeIcansayanything.

"Whereareyou?"Iaskhim.

"Iwasinsidethehouse,Icanseeyouguys

now"Heresponds,IlookaroundandIseehim

walkingtowardsusthenIdropthecall.



Iam manenoughtosaymybrotherisonehella

ofahandsomegentlemanandtheybothlook

goodwithKhumo.

"Sowhat'sgoingon?"Heasksassoonashe

getstous.

"Wearegoingtothewarehouse"Irespond

"Forwhat?"Heraisehiseyebrow

"Londekaalreadyknowsandshegavemeago

ahead"

Hechuckles,bloodybastardhaha!"Let'sgo

then"Hebrushhishandstogether.



Wejumpinsideonecaranddriveoff,Mandla

should'veaskedaroundaboutmebeforehedid

whathedidtoLethu.

CHAPTER31

KUTLOANO

WegettothewarehouseandThapeloisthe

firstonetojumpoffthecar,peoplethinkI'm

thebeastinthisfamilybutThapelotakesthe

cupnow.

WefindMandlatieduponachairand

blindfolded.Themomentmyeyeslaidonhim

myangerstartsboiling.Ijustwanttoshoothim

sohecandieimmediatelybutthat'snotwhat

mywomanwantedsoherwishismycommand.



Iremovetheblindfoldaroundhiseyesandthe

firstthinghedoeswhenheseesmehe

chuckles."You'realwaysaheadfrom anyoneI

giveyouthat"Hesayschuckling.

Ipunchhim acrosshisface"Youshouldhave

askedaroundaboutmebeforeyoudidwhat

youdidmsunuwakhobutIguessyoudidyour

researchwhenitwastoolate"Isayholdinghis

facesohecanlookintomyeyes.

"Iwasn'tthinkingstraight..."Beforehecan

finishhissentence,Ikickhim acrosshisface

andhelandsonthefloorgroaning.

Thapelopickshim up,"Anotherkick,thatwas

reallygood"Hegrins,nciinciincii.



"Pleasedon'tkillme,Iwillstayawayfrom you

andLondeka,Ipromise"Hebegs

"AreyougoingtobringLethuback?"Iaskhim

yelling,noresponse.

"Nowyoucan'ttalkhuh?!"Ipunchhim again.

"Havesomewhiskeyyouneedit"Thatogives

meaglassofwhiskeyandIgulpitdowninone

go.

Ismearfishgutsinhisfaceandhestarts

screamingandgroaning.

"Dude!Ineverthoughtofthat"Thapelosays



laughing.

Mandlaiscoveredinmucus,sweatandhe's

cryingloudly.

"Pleaseforgivememan!"Hescreams

"Fusegmsunu!"Thatosaystohim.

"Whatisnext?"Keletsoasks.

"Keepwatching"Ismirk

Weuntiehim thentakehim bythebathtubfilled

withwaterthenIdrownhim."Imadeapromise

thatIwon'tkillagainbutyouMandlayoureally

pressedmybuttons"IsaybeforeIdrownhim



again.

"Youdon'thavetokillme,letmego"He

coughswhenItakehim outofthebathtub.

"Youaregoingtodieman,uyahamba"Keletso

says,youcan'tbeseriousaroundthesepeople.

Ilaughloudlyatthat.

"Continuedude,wehavetogobacktoour

women"Thato,"I'm lovingthiscontinue"He

continuessaying.

IburnhisfaceinalyebathtubthenIusepliers

totakeoffhisteeth."Passthatgardenshear"I

saytoThato.



"Whatareyougoingtodowithit,thatman

alreadydoesn'thaveteeth"Helaughs

"Justpassitdude"Isay

Hepassit,Icutoffhispenisandhegroans.

"Weareleavinghim todeath,we'llcomeback

tomorrowtoseparatehisheadfrom hisbody

likeLondekaasked"Isaytomybrothers.

"Wecandoittoday,Iwilldoitforyou"Thapelo,

thisdevil!

"Thapeloweneedtogodude"Isaytohim

chuckling.



"Okay,okaycanIdoittomorrowthen?"He

begs

"YouwilldoitThapelo,canwegothismanis

makingnoisenow"Thatosays

Mandlaisstillscreamingandgroaning.

Wewalkout,lockeverythingthenjumpinside

thecaranddriveoff."Howareyoufeeling?"

Thatoasksglancingatme.

"Idon'tknowhonestly"Irespondtohim

"It'sgoingtobeokayjustfocusonyourwoman

now"Heresponds



"Guysdon'tforgetI'm cuttingoffthehead"

Thapelo

"Shutup!"Weallsayatoncethenburstout

laughing.

"Thisismywish,pleasemakemydream come

true"Hesaysbegging

"Wetoldyou,you'regoingtodoit"Keletso

"I'm justmakingsureyouknow"Hesaysandwe

laughagain.

Theseidiots!

CHAPTER32



Kutloanocamebackwithbloodstainsand

lookingscurfyluckilyeveryonehasleftbecause

Iaskedformyspace,noquestionsasked.

Hegoesstraighttothebathroom tofreshenup,

sinceeveryonelefttherealityhitmeandI've

beenoverthinkingitwilltaketimebutIwon't

beatmyselfupabouteverythingthathappened

whatI'm goingtodoisI'm goingtohealand

moveoneventhoughitshardbutbyGod's

graceeverythingispossible.

Hecomesbackinsweatpantsandhoodie,his

scentsfillstheroom."Doyouwanttea?"He

askshalfsmiling.

"I'm hungry"Irespondtohim ,Itriednoteating



nordrinkingwaterbutmybabywouldn'tallow

thattohappen,IeattentimesadayandI'm

readytopopthisbabyoutalready.

"OkayI'm goingtomakesomethingtoeatthen

we'llwatchyourboringshowstogetheristhat

okaywithyou?"Heasks,healwayscallsreality

showsboringbutIthinkhealsolikesthem now.

Inodandheleavesthencomesbackwithfood,

thatwasquick!

Oh!Itsprecookedmealsfrom Woolworthsno

wonderitwassofast."Iwanttowatch90days

toWedtonight"Hesayssnugglinghimselfnext

tome,seewhatIsaid?

"I'm watchingBlack-ishtodaybaby"Irespondto



him ,thefoodsmellsgood.

Helooksatmeshakinghisheadbeforehe

openshisfoodandwebotheatbutIendup

eatingbothourdishes."Iliterallyonlyhadtwo

spoonsLondeka"Hesays

"Ididn'tsaycum insidemesodon'tmakeyour

problemsmines"Ismileathim andhesmiles

backgenuinely.

"It'sgoodtoseeyousmilingsthandwasami"He

saystome.

"Andthankstoyou"Ipathisshoulder,

"Tomorrowweshouldgoforultrasound"I

suggest.



"Areyousureaboutthat?"Heasksfor

assurance.

"I'm surebaby,Lethuisgonenothingoranyone

canchangethatbutwehavetolethim go"Isay

tohim andkissesmyforehead.

"Uyaziukuthingiyakuthanda?"He'sbeing

mushynow,Inod.

"AndIwillneverletanythingtohurtyou,you

knowthat?"HeasksagainandInod.

"I'm gladyouknownowwozalaubabazi

aqhabule"Hebringshimselfclosertomeand

ourlipsfindseachotherandwekiss,slow

passionatekissthatsendselectricwave

straighttomyclitoris.



Hepullsoutfrom thekissthenhegetslostin

myeyes,notalking,justbreathingheavilyand

lookingintoeachotherseyes.

It'slikewearehavingconversationwitheye

contact.

"Letmeloveyou"Hesayssoftly,lovemeand

lovemeharderbaby!

"Igiveyouallthepermission"Irespondwitha

seductivetone.

"IloveyouMaGumede"Hekissesmyforehead

again.



Ilookupathim ,"IloveyoutooKhuzwayo"I

knowhewasn'texpectingthatbecausehe's

smilingalonelikeanidiot.

WecontinuewatchingTV,Iwanttoaskhim but

Idon'tknowhow.

Okayletmejustask"Didyouhandlehim?"Iask

outofnowhere.

Hedoesn'tlookatme,hepaysalltheattention

onthetelevisionscreen.

"Kutloano..."Icallhim.

"Youdon'thavetoknowbaby,let'swatchyour

series"Herespondsstillnotlookingatme.



"Isawthebloodstains..."Isay

Helaughs,Idon'tknowifhe'slaughingatme

orwhathe'swatching."Thisguyisreallycrazy"

Hecontinueslaughing,IguessI'm notgetting

answers.

"SoI'm notgettinganswers?"Iaskhim

Heglancesatmethenbacktothescreen.

"Whatanswersareyoulookingfor?"Heasks

me.

"AboutMandla"Ireply

"Uzonyobekawhenyouaskmestupid



questionsLondekaangithiItoldyoudon'tworry

yourselfaboutit"Butweweretalkingabout

Mandlahowdidwegettoumnyobo?

Idon'tsayanythingIjustwatchmyseries

becauseIwantedtowatchitanyways.

CHAPTER33

"Londeka,wakeup"Ihearhishuskyvoicesays

whilehe'sshakingme,I'm goingtokill

Kutloano!

Iignorehim andcontinuesleeping."Londeka!"

Hisvoiceislouderthistime.

Imightaswelljustwakeup.



Iclearmyeyesfrom thelittlesleepthatIhad,

helooksatmesmiling.

Heknowsexactlyhissmileismyweakness

that'swhyhe'sbusysmilinglikeanidiot.

"Hmm..."Imoanblinkingtoclearmyeyes.

"Breakfastisready,weneedtogetreadyfor

theappointment"Whatappointment?He

soundsexcited.

Ilookathim confused."Wearegoingfor

ultrasoundremember?AndThapelowillbeyour

gynecologistbecauseIdon'ttrustanyone"He

pecksmylips.



I'm surehedidn'tsleep,theexcitementinhis

voicetellsme.

"GoodmorningKutloano"Igreethim

sarcastically.

"Stopwithyoursarcasm andcomewithme"He

takesmyhandandIjumpoffthebedthenIput

onmywhitesilkyrobe.

I'm followinghim behindwhilehe'sholdingmy

hand.

Whenwegetdownstairsthere'speopleinall

whitesomeofthem arecarryingviolinsthen

there'soneguybehindgrandpiano.



Ilookathim andhelooksatmebackwitha

widesmile.

Theystartsingingmyfavouritesong,their

voiceblendssoperfectlytogetherfrom

harmoniestotheviolinseverythingisjust

perfect.

"XaumhlabaJikelezaNdiminawe,

XaamehloEphenduk’ityeNdiminawe

Xaubumnyamasebufikile

NdiminaweNaweheeehee

MahlandinyukaPhantsiphezuluHambanawe"

Theysing,asongbySimphiweDanacalled

Ndiminawe.

I'm ahugefanofourSouthAfricaniconslike



SimphiweDana,ThandiswaMazwai,Busie

MhlongoandBrendaFassie.

Iholdmychestwithmyeyesclosedwhile

singingalong.

AsalwaysI'm crying.

IwipemytearsandIkeepglancingatKutloano

who'ssmilingallalonewhilehe'sstaringatme.

Whenthesongendswegivethem aroundof

applause,Icannotstopthankingthem for

makingmymorningandIwilldefinitelyinvite

them whenKutloanodecidestomarryme.

"Thankyoubaby"Isaytohim lookingintohis



eyeswithasmilethatkeepsescapingmylips.

Hekissesmycheek"I'm happyIwasabletoput

thatsmileonyourface,timetoeat"Hesays,I

feellikethere'smoresurprisestoday.

Wegettothedinningroom andit'sallset,

there'sallkindofbreakfastyoucanthinkof

from coffee,juice,crossiants,toast,fruit

saladandmore.

"Whatistheoccasion?"Iaskhim.

"Wearegoingforourfirstultrasound"He's

excitedaboutthisjourneyofmypregnancyand

thatmakesmehappytoknowI'm notalonein

this.



Ilaughathim asIstartdigginginanddevouring

everything."Sowhomadethis?"Iaskhim.

"Ihiredachef,he'sgoingtobearoundfora

whilesinceyou'repregnantIdon'tthinkit'ssafe

foryoutobearoundthekitchen.Whatifyoufall

orsomethingwhileyou'rebusycookingI

cannotriskit"Dramaticmuch?

Irollmyeyes"Youarebeingdramatic"Isayto

him.

"I'dratherbedramatic,Idon'twantanythingto

happentoKhuzwayo"

Ilookathim chewing.Healsohiredahelper,I

won'tfighthim.



Ijustgivehim alook.

Thebreakfastwasgreat,weareonourwayto

thehospitalnow.

Kutloanoisplayingmusicloudlyandwhistling.

"Whatareyourfavoriteflowersbytheway?"He

asksme.

"Youdon'tknowmyfavouriteflowers?"Iask

him withafrown.

"No,you'venevertoldme.Ialwaysbuyyou

whateverIthinklookscuteandyouknowthat"

Herespondsglancingatme.

"I'm sohurtKutloano,bynowyoushouldknow



myfavouriteflowers"

"CanIguessthen?"HeasksandInod.

"YouloveLilies,wheneverIbuyyouliliesyou

givemehead,am Icorrect?"Stupid!

"You'rerightbutIdon'talwaysgiveyouhead"I

respond.

"Don'tlie!Youarealwayschockingonmydick

whenIboughtyouthoseflowersbaby.Anyways

whenareyoutakingoffinzila?"Heasks

wigglinghiseyebrows.

"Nextyear"Isaywaitingforhisreaction.



Hiseyespopsoutandhepusheshislips

lookingatme."Youarejokingright?"Heasks,

sofunny.

Ilaughloudlyathisreactionbuthefrowns."I'm

jokingbaby"Itellhim andhesighinrelief.

"YouknowIlovesinkinginsidethatjuicything

ofyoursactuallyitmines"Heconfidentlysays.

Ishakemyhead.

Wefinallygettothehospitalandwefind

Thapeloalreadywaitingforus,wearelate.

"Caretoexplainwhyyoutwoarelate?"Heasks

assoonaswewalkin.



"Mywomanherewaslookingforsomethingto

wearyouknowwomen"Kutloanolies,weare

latebecauseofhim guys!

Werunsomanytestsbeforewegettothe

ultrasound.

Hespreadsthegelallovermystomach,

Kutloanoisholdingmyhandandlookingatthe

screen.

"Theheartbeatisverystrong,wehaveavery

strongchamprighthere"Thapelosays.

Kutloanolookslikeakidatthecandyshop.



Oh!Mybabyiscrying,it'sjustonedropthough

butthatdoesn'tmatterthisisstillcute.

"Thankyou"Hekissesthebackofmyhand

thenhelooksbackatthescreen.

CHAPTER34

Itbeentwoweeksnowsoit'stimeformetogo

backtowork,stayingathomewon'tdomeany

justice.

IjumpoffthebedsoIcangetreadytostartmy

day,Kutloanosleptathishouselastnight

becauseIforcedhim too.

Ijumpoffthebedtothebathroom ,mybelly

bumpisgrowingrapidlyIshouldstopeatingso

much.



Igetinsidetheshowerandthewatertouches

myheaddowntomytoes.

Iwrapthetowelaroundmybodyheadingback

tomyroom.

ImoisturizemyskinbeforeIheadtothekitchen

tomakeacupoftea.

IboilthewaterinthekettleandImakemyselfa

cupoflemontea,whenKhumosaidrooibos

andlemontasteslikeloveshewasn'tlying.

Thechefwalksinsidetheroom ,sometimesI

forgetIsharemyspacewithpeoplenow.



Shit!Ionlyhavetowelwrappedaroundmybody.

"Goodmorning"Igreethim smiling

uncomfortably.

Hehasthisweirdaura,Ijustdon'tgethim.

"Morning"Hegreetsbacklickinghislowerlip.

Okay!

"ShouldImakeyousomethingtoeat?"Heasks,

duh!Sincewhenyouaskmethatquestionoris

itbecauseKutloanoisnotaround.

"No,I'm fineI'llmakecerealyoucangobackto

yourroom"Hestaysontheoutsidecompound.

Hedoesn'trespondbutlooksatmefrom head



totoes,whydidIsayKutloanomustsleepat

hishouseagain.

I'm leaningmybackonthefridgewithmyheart

beatingsofastagainstmychest.

"What'sgoingonhere?"ThankGodforblessing

mewithacreep!

Lookathim standingtallwithhischestmoving

upanddown.

He'sangryIcantellbythewayhe'slookingat

hischefthathehired.

Idon'tsayanything,hereadsmyface.



"Thulanipleasefollowme"Hesaysthenwalks

offfirst.

Well,well,well!

Thulanifollowshim nervouslyandthisgivesme

achancetorunbacktomyroom.

He'sgoingtobitemyheadoffforwalking

aroundthehousewithtowelonly.

Hewalksinlookingscruffywithaplate.

Heplacesitonmytable,nowords,nothing!

IguessIshouldeatthistwoslicesofpeanut

andjam."Thulanimadethis?"Iaskhim



chewing.

"He'sfired!"Heresponds,hawu!

"Oh..."Isayswallowingsomymanmademea

peanutbuttersandwich,cute.

"Londekayoureallyenjoyseeingmeangry

vele?"

ButIdidn'tdoanything.

"Hewasgivingmenastylooks,Ididn'tdo

anything"Irespond

"Soyounoticedhewasgivingyoulooks?"Duh!

Ubuzaibhasilibhaliwe.



"Itwasclear"

"Whyyouleftyourroom withonlyyourtowel

bewufunalokhovele?"

Detective!

"Cha"Irespond.

"IfIdidn'tgethereontimewhatwould've

happened?"Somanyquestions.

"Worstcould'vehappened"

"Youlikeseeingmekillingpeoplelikeit'sa



hobby?"Anotherone!

"Cha!"Ihopehedidn'tkillhim ,shame.

"Didyoukillhim?"Iaddasking.

Helooksatmewiththecornerofhiseyes,

thulamtakaQwabe."Ijustrearrangedhim"He

responds.

Better!

"I'm sorry"Isay

"Don'tbe,itwasn'tyourfault.Areyoudone?We

shouldgetgoing"He'scalm already,thatwas

quick.



Iputonmyshoesandgrabmybag.

HetakesmyplatethatIwasusingaswewalk

offthenhedrivesmetowork.

"IfIdon'tpickyouupafterworkthenMikewill

comearound"HesayswhenIjumpoffthecar.

ButIwanthim topickmeup,letmejustsulk.

"Sulkingwon'treallyhelp,I'vebeenmissingat

workjustbecausethat'smycompanydoesn't

meanIshouldstaybehind"Mxm!

"Wozangiqhabule"HesaysandIrefuse.



"Suiteyourselfthen"Hesays,Iwon'tkisshim

hedoesn'tknowme.

Iwalkoff,Idon'teventurntolookbackathim

likehowIusuallydoandhelooksatmeuntilI

disappear.

Everyoneisgivingmeawarm welcomeatwork.

IputonmyscrubsandIgetonmyworkas

always.

Beingansurgeonisreallyhard,people'slives

areinyourhardsmajorityofthetimebutluckily

todayIhaven'tlostanypatientwhichisgreat

becauseIdon'twantanythingnegativeto

happenedtoday.



It'slunchandI'm atmyoffice."DrQwabe"

someoneknocksonmydoor.

Ipickmyheadupandit'sDrNxumalo,Ilove

him somuchhe'ssogayanddramatic.

Iknowhehasjuicygossipformetoday."Sipho,

hey"Igreethim backwithasmile.

"Hawuoewhyyou'rehereallalone,let'sgoto

thecanteen"Hesays,youseeandyoucan't

sayNotohim soImightaswelljustgo.

Wejumpontheelevatortothecanteenandhe

pressthebuttontothegroundfloor."Yazioe

akuvebesidakelwala"Juicygossipiscoming,I

toldyou,Itoldyou!



"Whathappened?"Iaskhim.

"Nothinghappened,Iaskedforaleaveandthey

don'twanttogiveme.Idon'tknowifIshould

askformaternityleaveorwhat"No!Hahahaha

Iroarlaughing,maternitywhat?Hhayiniguys!

Wejumpoftheelevatorandwesettleon

plasticchairs."Serious,Ifoundanewbaeand

hewantstotakemetoGreece"Hetellsme.

"Heseemsrich"Irespond.

"That'swhyI'm goingtoresignandbecomea

housewife"Jesus!Mystomachhurtsalready

from allthelaughing.



"IfyouresignthenIwilljoinyouandcometo

Greecewithyou"Isaytohim.

"Andleavebehindthatbarbieofyoursshame

uphambene!Yeyyourboyfriendiscuteoe,yazi

muhleumfana"Heclapsonce.

"Andhelookslikehecanfuck,realgood!"He

continuessaying,mylunchisoverletmego!

"Mxm!Youhaveamanwho'stakingyouto

Greecelet'sgetbacktowork"Isaytohim

gettingupfrom thechair.

"IjustneedmymaternityleavethenI'm outof

thisplace"Hesays,Gosh!



WhenIgetbacktomyofficethere'slilies

everywhere.

Kutloano!

Itakeacardfrom oneofthem.

'I'm sorryMaGumede,Iwillpickyouupafter

work,Iloveyou'thenotereads.

Whyishemakingmeflushonmyselflikethis.

"Yourmanisadream"Siphoisstillhere?

'Youareforgiven,Iloveyoutoo'Itexthim.

CHAPTER35



I'm meetingupwithSiphoforlunchtodaysince

I'm off,mightbenicebeingme.

Iwasawayfrom workforawhileandtodayI'm

off.

Iopentheglassdoorwanderingmyeyesthe

expensiverestaurant,mynewfriendsuggested.

EveryoneiswearingelegantandI'm inmylong

blackdresswithascarfaroundmyshoulders

andheadwrap.

Don'tgetmewrong,IlookbeautifullikeMiss

Badubackinherdays,I'm consolingmyselfby

theway.



IkeepsearchinguntilIhearsomeoneshouting

myname

"Londzaaa"Heshouts

Myeyesfindhim wavingatme,Iwalktohim.

WekisseachotherscheeksbeforeIsitona

chairoppositehim.

There'savasewithflowersoneachtable,

differentkindsofwineglass,plates,spoons,

forkandknife.

It'sveryfancy.



"Don'tworryI'vealreadyorderedsomethingyou

mightlike.YouknowIhateitwhenItakeyou

outandyoutellmeyouwon'torderanything

becauseeverythingisexpensive"Hesays

pointingatmewithhislongyellowmanicure.

Siphodoesmakeupbetterthanme,Iswear.

"Ifeelbadwhenpeoplespendsmoneyonme"I

respondtohim.

"Giiirlll!Youareplayinggamesifsomeone

wantstospendmoneyonyouallowthem.I

won'tgobankruptItoldyouIwonlotto"Bythe

wayhecallshisboyfriendalottoticket.

Thewaiterplacesourfoodinfrontofuswhile

wearestilltalkingandlaughing.



"Thankyoudarling,you'recuteyevhaandfor

thatIwilltipyou"Hesaystothewaiterandthis

boyjustlooksathim halfsmilingandshaking

hishead.

"Sotheystillhaven'tagreedtogiveyouthe

leave?"Iaskhim alreadydiggingin,Sipho

doesn'tknowI'm pregnantbytheway,noone

atworkknowsinfact.

"Lutho!Iboughtthosefakebabybumpmy

friendandIwillcometoworkwearingitthenI'll

askforamaternityleave,ngekephela"

Siphowillmakeyoulaughevenifyoudon't

wanttoo.



"Whatifthatthingfallswhileyou'rerunning

Sipho?"Iasklaughing.

"Thenit'samiscarriagemyfriend"Youknow

whatmakesthisevenfunny?Itsthefactthat

he'ssoserious.

"I'm surethere'sareasontheyaredeclining

yourleave"

"Theysaidthere'sashortageofstaff,they

makingtheirproblemsmines"Heresponds.

Siphoshouldmeetmycomrades.

"Youshouldmeetmyfriends,I'm sureyouwill

getalongwiththem"



"AslongasI'm goingtobetheprettyoneinthe

squadthenI'm goodmyfriend"Herespondsto

me.

"Heh!Siphoyouaresodramatic"

"Beingwithyouismakingmeuncomfortable

becausetheattentionisonbothofus,Iwant

tobetheBeyonceofthesquadalways"

Weh!Beyonce!!

Ishakemyheadstilllaughing,hisphonerings

andhegetsuptoanswerit.

NowIcaneatfastwithoutbeingworriedwho's



watching.

Hecomesback"MrLottoisonhiswayhere"He

saystomewithasmile.

"FinallyI'm goingtomeethim"Isay

Withinasecond,abuffyaguywithconnected

beard,richinmelaninanddarkbrowneyes

walkstoourtable.

Thisis?What?!

Siphoisalwaystalkingabouthowgorgeousis

Kutloanowhenhe'sdatingacoverpageof

Voguemagazine.



Siphogetsupandhekisseshisman."Hello"He

greetsmewithadeepboldvoice,thenhesits

nexttoSipho.

"Hey,howareyou?"Webothshakehands.

"I'm good"Hesmiles,he'sashytype.

ButIlovethefacttheyarenotscaredtoshow

affectiontowardseachotherinpublic.

"SobabethisismyfriendLondeka,Londeka

thisMrLottoandhisnameisLukhona"Didhe

justcallhim MrLotto?

"NicetofinallymeetyouLukhona"Isay



Ijustwanttoeatnow.

Afterthegreetingswecontinuewithnormal

conversationsandI'm enjoyingholdingthis

candle.

'Baby,I'm here'Kutloanotexts,he'shereto

pickmeup.

"GuysIhavetoloveandleaveyou"Isaygetting

up.

"Seeyoutomorrowatworkthensweetheart"

Siphosaysandwekisseachother'scheeks

beforeIwalkoff.

IfindKutloanowaitingformeattheparkinglot,



standingoutsidehiscarwithhisphoneinhis

hands.

"Youcan'tevenseeme"IsaywhenIgettohim.

"Sorrybaby"Hepecksmylips,"Youlook

beautiful"Hecomplimentsopeningthedoorfor

me.

"Thankyou"Ijumpinsidethecar.

Hegetsonhisseatthenwedriveoff.

"Sohowwaslunchwithyourfriend?"Heasks

me.

"Itwasgreat,hisboyfriendjoinedusandthey



aresocutetogether"Itellhim.

Helooksatmeweirdly."Soyouwerewithtwo

men?"Herewego.

Iwon'trespondtothisnonsensehe'saskingme.

"I'm jokingbaby,Ididbackgroundcheckon

yourfriend"Hetellsme,sooverprotective.

"Whatdidyoufind?"

"He'scleanshamebutIdon'tliketheideaof

him beingaroundyou"

"Youarejealous,Siphoisinlovewithhis

boyfriend"



Hedoesn'tsayanything.

"Canyoubelievehesaidhe'sgoingtoaskfor

maternityleaveatwork"Istartlaughingtelling

him.

"Maternitywhat?Isn'tthatforpregnantwomen"

Heasksme,he'squartertolaughing.

"Itisapparentlyheboughtafakebabybumpso

hewillcometoworkwithit"Itellhim andwe

bothlaughloudly.

"Yourfriendiscrazy"

"Iknow,Ilikehim forthatyouknowhemakes



meforgetabouteverything"

"AndIdon't?"Heraisehiseyebrow

"PSH!Youknowexactlyyoudobaby"Ipeckhis

cheek.

"That'sbetterbecauseIwasgoingtogetridof

him"Hesays

"Youarejustjealous"

"Iam ,Iloveyouthatmuch"

He'ssocutesometimes.

CHAPTER36



Kutloanoaskedmetocomearoundhisoffice

todayduringlunchsowecanhavelunch

together.

Ididn'thavetimetochangesohereIam inmy

scrubsandNikeroshersheadingtohis

workplace.

It'smysecondtimecomingherereasonbeing

itsbecausemymanspendsmostofhistime

outoftheoffice,heusedtotravelalotbutnow

heseemstobearoundallthetimeandIdon't

evenknowareasonbehindthat.

Iparkmycarnexttohis,I'llbeusinghis

elevatortohisofficebecauseIdon'twanthis

stufftoseemelookinglikethisespeciallythat



receptionistwho'scrushingonhim eventhough

he'snotawareofthatbutIdon'ttrustanything

withavaginaclosetomyman.

"Yourboobsaregrowingbigger"Firstthinghe

saystome,kissingthenapeofmyneck.

"HellotoyoutooMrKhuzwayo"Igreethim

takingaseatonablackleathercouchand

crossingmylegs.

WhenKutloanopreparessomethingheoverdo

it,IknowIeatalotbutwho'sgonnaeatallof

thisfood.

"Youmakescrubslookgreatbytheway"He

says.



Iclosemyeyesatthethoughtofhowmuchhe

lovesme."Iloveyou"Isayquietly.

Hesmiles.

"IthoughtIwillfindyouworkingsoIcanhelp

you"Ijokinglysaytohim.

"ActuallyImightneedhelpwithsomething"you

canhearasmileinhisvoice.

"Whatisthat?"Isaygrabbingthechickenand

mayosandwichinfrontofme.

"LuyolowantstoinvestinKhuzwayo

investments"Hetellsme.



"Sowhat'stheproblem?"

"Problem isbusinessandfriendshipnever

workswellbaby"

"Wellyouguysworktogetherinother

'businesses'soIdon'tseeanyproblem here"I

respondswallowing.

"Thisoneisstraightprofessional"

"Simple,don'tmixbusinesswithpleasurethat's

whatyoupeoplesay"

Helaughs.

"What?"Ifrown



"Youreallysoundlikeabusinessman'swife

rightnow"Heexplainswithawidesmileinhis

face.

"Ohyeah!Youshouldcometomemoreoften

foradvisesyousee"Iwink

"Maybeyoucanbemyhousewifeandhelpme

around"Hahahaveryfunny.

"Don'tpushit"

Hegiggles"Wanttogoshoppingafterthis?"

What?Hewantstogoshoppingwithme.

"YouknowIdon'tlikeitwhenyouspendmoney



onme,Ifeelbad"

"Iwon'tgobankruptifyou'reworriedaboutthat"

Hesays,idiot.

"MyanswerisabigNO"mylipsareshapedinto

anO.

"Andwhyisthat?"Heasksme.

"MylunchisoverandIhavetogobacktowork"

Irespond,hewantsmetogetfiredsoIcan

becomehishousegirlfriend,neverthat.

"Youcancallyournewbestfriendandtellhim

somethingcameup"



"He'sonmaternityleave"Isaychuckling.

WebothlaughloudlythathisPAcomesand

knockonthedoor.

"Oh!Ididn'tknowthere'ssomeonehere"She

sayswithasmile.

"Ididn'tknowthatwasyourbusiness"Kutloano

respondstoher.

Sheclearsherthroat"I'm sorryMrKhuzwayo,

niceseeingyouagainma'am"Shesaystome

fixingherglasses.

Ismileatherthenshewalksout.



"Thatwasmean"Isaytomymeanmug.

"No,whatwasshedoinghere?"

"Shehearduslaughingandshedidn'tsee

anyonecomingheresoI'm thinkingshewas

worriedyou'vegonecrazy"Itellhim.

"Soyou'retellingyourfriendreallytooka

maternityleave?"Hechangesthetopic

Inod,"Hecametoworkwithafakebumpand

ourmanagerwasjustdefeated"Irespond.

"Wild!"IjustnotnoticedI'm theonlyonedoing

theeatingandhe'snoteating



"Whyyou'renoteating?"

"Youareeatingforthethreeofus,what'sthe

useofeatingwhenyou'regoingtoaskmeto

haveatasteofwhatI'm eatingthenIendupnot

eatingatall"

I'm leaving!

"HawuLondekawhereareyougoing?"He'snot

takingmeserious.Whyishelaughing?

"AreyoucallingmeanelephantKutloano?"

"Acuteelephantbaby"Nxh!

Isummontheelevator,I'm outofhere!!



Ijumpinandhealsojumpsin."Pleasetellme

whyyou'remad?"Heasks

Idon'tknow!

"Youcalledmeanelephant"Ianswer

"Youweremadbeforethatsowhyyou'remad?"

"Becauseyoudecidedtonutinsidemenow

you'recallingmeanelephantKutloano"

"ButIwasjoking"Hesays

"Idon'tcare"myhandsarenexttomychest.



"Iwanttofuckyoureallybadrightnow,seems

likeyouneedit"Hesayswithaseductivetone.

"Toobadyoucan't"Irespond

"Konjeuyikhiphaniniinzila?"Heasksme.

"Twomonthsfrom now"

"Ican'tevengiveyouhead?"

"No!"Irespond.

"Pleasebaby"Hebegs



"NoKutloano!"Irespond

Whyhe'stemptingme.

CHAPTER37

Ididn'tevengobacktoKutloano'shouse,I

wentstraighttomyhouseafterhecalledmean

elephant.

Idon'tcareifyoupeoplethinkmyhormonesare

playingtricksonmeorwhateverbutIam angry

andIdon'twanttotalktoKutloano.

I'm sittinginfrontofmybigtelevisionscreen

whenIhearfootsteps.

"Whyareyouherealone,whereisthat



boyfriendofyours?"IthoughtitwasKutloano

butit'smymom.

"Wehavedoorbellsforareason"Irollmyeyes

thenIattackherwithahug.

"Youmustlearnhowtolockyourdoorifyou

haveaproblem"Shethrowsherselfonacouch

andIsitnexttoher,mysmilekeepsescaping

mylips.

"Youdon'thavewineinthishouse"She's

alreadywalkingtothebar.

That'smymotherforyou,shecomesbackwith

abottleandawineglass.



"SohowareyouNkosazana?"Sheasksme

takingasipfrom herglass.

"Slowlygettinginthere,youwererightwhen

yousaidacceptanceisakeytoeverything.I'm

healingandI'm focusedonmypregnancy"

Shelooksdeepintomyeyes."I'm yourmother

sostoplyingtome,howareyou?"Sheasksme

again.

Ifeeltearsthreateningmyeyes.

"SometimesIfeellikeifIdidn'tgoonatrip

noneofthiswould'vehappened,maybeLethu

wasn'tgoingtodie"Icrysoftly.



"I'm listening..."Yah!Mymom isdoingherjob

ofbeingatherapistonmenow.

"Ifailedhim mama"Isaywithacrackingvoice.

"Ithoughtyousaidyou'veacceptedthathe's

gone"

"Ilied"Iwipemytears,"Ifitwasn'tforKutloano

Iwould'vebeendeadbynow"Icontinue.

"Haveyousharedthiswithhim?"

Ishakemyhead.

"Andwhyisthat?"



"BecauseIwanthim tobelievethatI'm okay"I

tellthetruth.

"Tomeitseemslikeyou'rehurtingyourself,

youdon'twanttoletgobecauseyou'rescared

youmightforgetaboutLethuwhichisalter

bullshit"Mymotherneversugarcoats,"SoIwill

repeatmywordsacceptanceisthekey,forgive

yourselfforwhathappenedwebothknowit

wasn'tyourfaultandrememberKutloanois

yourpartnershareyourlowswithhim asmuch

asyoushareyourhighs"Shecontinuessaying.

"ThelastmemoriesyouhaveofLethucherish

them,he'sanAngelnowsetmygrandsonfree"

Sheadds.



Inodmyheadwithmytearsstreamingdown

myface."AfterKhumo'sUmembesoyoumust

takeoffinzila,grievewithyourheart"Shesays

holdingmyhands.

"But..."

"Nobuts,wearetakingonestepatthetime

andthisisyourfirststepgotoKutloanoand

talktohim thenyoursecondstepistakingoff

inzila"

"Comehere"Shesaysgivingmeawarmesthug

thatI'vebeenlongingforfrom her.

Shepullsoutfrom thehugthenshegulpsdown

herglass."Ihavetogo,getyourassto

Kutloanoandtellhim Iwantmymoneyfor



fryingyouregg"Sheclownsasalways.

Ilaughwalkingheroutthenwehug.Shejumps

insidethecarandIwavegoodbyeuntilhercar

disappearsonthegate.

IregretbeingmadatKutloanobecauseInow

misshim.IpackmyclothesandIgetgoing.

ThemeresightofKutloano’shousecausea

smiletospreadacrossmyface.

Advicetotheladiespleasedon'tgetpregnantit

makesyoustupid.

OneminuteI'm madatKutloanoandthenext

secondsIwanthim nexttome.



Iparkmycarinthedrivewayandturnitoff

beforegrabbingmylittlebagIbroughtandhop

outofthecar.

ItquicklygrowingdarkoutsideasImakemy

wayupthewalkway,knockingoncebefore

lettingmyselfin.

I'm surprisedwhenIhearmusicflooding

throughthehouse,hissoundsystem drowns

outanyotherpotentialsound.

“Kutloano?”IcalloutwhenIdon'tseehim in

thelivingroom orkitchen

Idon'theararesponseovertheloudmusicsoI

turnitdownabitandmovedownthehallway.



Hislightisoninhisbedroom andupon

enteringthedoorwayIseehim standingthere,

hisbacktome.

ThemusicdrownsoutmyfootstepsasIsneak

uponhim andpokebothsidesofhiswaist.

Hejumpsatthecontactbeforespinningaround

abruptly,hiseyeswildbeforerealisingthatitis

me.

MyheadfallsbackasIlaughathim.

"Youscaredme"Hesaysandsmiles.

“Sorry"Ilaugh

“Youshouldn’thaveyourmusicsoloud.I



turneditdownbutit’sstillloud"

Heblinksasifjustrealisingexactlyhowloudit

was.

“Ididn'tknowyouwillcometoseeanasshole

thatnuttedinsideyou"Hesayssarcastically.

Heraisehishandtoliftmychinandplacea

gentlekissonmylips.

"AboutthatI'm sorry.Mymom gavemeavisit

today"Itellhim throwingmybagonhis

bedroom couch.

"Ohyeahwhatshesaid?"Heasksme,he

seemsinterested.



"Shewantshermoneyfrom you"

Hefrown,"Iowehere?"Heaskwithaserious

face,idiot.

"Yes,forfryingmyegg"Itellhim andweboth

laugh.

"Wealsospokeaboutstuffyouknow"Itellhim.

Helooksatmepouting."whatstuff?"

"SheaskedhowIam"

"Oh!"ThismeansIshouldcontinuewithmy



story.

"IrealisedI'vebeenlyingtoyouandmyselfby

sayingI'm finewhenthetruthisI'm notokay"

"Talktome..."Hesayssoftly

"I'vebeenbeatingmyselfupforwhathappened,

IfeltasifitwasmyfaultbutIwanttoaccept

thingsandforgivemyself"

"Yourfault?"Hisheadfallsbackwards.

"IfeltlikeifIdidn'tgoonavacationthenthis

wouldn'thavehappened"

Hecomesclosertomeandgivesmeahug



thenkissmythetopofmyhead."Itwasn'tyour

fault.ItwasLethu'stimetogobackhomebaby.

Idon'twantyoubeatingyourselfupaboutthis

okay"Inodwithmyheadonhischest.

"Thankyouforopeninguptomenowdon'tever

lieabouthowyoufeelI'm hereforyou"He

assuresme.

"I'm takingmynzilaoffafterKhumo's

ceremony"Itellhim.

Hesmirks,Iknowwhyhe'sgivingmeasmirk.

"Thisdoesn'tmeanwearegoingtohavesex"I

addsaying.



"Ah!Baby"Hecomplains

"I'm hungry"Iadd

"Londeka..."

"WearenothavingsexKutloano"Itellhim

laughing.

CHAPTER38

It'sKhumo'sdayandeveryonelooksamazing

ontheirtraditionalattire.

Thedecorationisreallybeautifulincludingthe

vibeandenergyhere.



Peoplearedancing,singingandululatingand

Khumo'sdressisthehighlightoftheday.

Ithinksheknowshowbeautifulshelooksina

mermaiddress,thisonehasatraditionalfabric

yetlooksstylishandsexy.

Weareinherroom aftertheceremony,itwasa

gloriousoccasionIevenfindmyselfenvious.

"Khumooe,howdoyoulooksobeautifulyet

you'recarryingtwins?You'renotbeingfair

bitch"Siphosaysgulpingdownhisglassof

champagne.

"IusedtogetthesekindofquestionswhenI

wascarryingHinata,it'smymom'sgenes"

Khumorespondlayinginbedandshe'sright.



Mamncanehassuchanamazingbodyshe

remindsmesomuchofLelethiKhumalo.

SpeakingofKhumo'smothershewalksin

breathingheavily."Khumowozashesha"She

saysthensherunsoffinheels,Queen!!

Noquestionsaskedweallfollowherbehind

running."Whathappenedma?"Khumoasks

catchingherbreath.

"Naomiismissingwe'vebeenlookingforher

everywhere"Mamncanerespondstoherwitha

tremblingvoice.

Sheletsoutanincredulousgasp,I'm honestly

staggeredbythisthatIdon'tevenknowwhatto

sayordo.



ShecriesloudlystumblingbackandKatlego

holdshere."WhereisThato?"Shescreams

loudly.

BeforewecanrespondKutloanoandKelesto

includingThatocomestousrunning.

"Sssh...stopcryingandtellmewhathappened?"

Thatoasksstrokingherhair.

"Hinata...she's...Hinatais"Idon'tblameherfor

stuttering,ifIwasinhershoesIwould'vebeen

frozenandnumb.

"WhathappenedtoHinatababy?"Heholdsher

facelookingintohereyes.



Thisfeelslikewearewatchingaromantic

movie.

"Hinataismissing"Kamotellshim

Kamoisbrave!!

"Whathappened?"Heaskschuckling.

Helooksangry!

"Theywerearoundtheyardwiththenanniesfor

thedayandthenshedisappeared"Kamo

explains.



"Thatostopwiththequestionsweshouldget

goingsowecanfindprincess"Kutloanosays,

lookingathim tellsmehowangryheis.

"I'm goingtofindherbytheendoftonight,

okay"Thato

"I'm comingwithyou"Khumo

"Khumowearenotabouttoargue"Knowing

howstubbornisKhumoshe'sreallyleavingwith

them.

"ExactlyI'm comingwithyousolet'snotargue"

Seehowstubbornshecanget?

"Khumostopbeingstubbornandlistento



umkhwenyana"Mamncanecomments.

"OkusalayongiyahambaandI'm goingtolook

formydaughter,nooneisgoingtostopme"

"Khum..."Thato

"Weshouldgetgoing"Khumosaysthenshe

walksoff.

Kutloanopecksmylipsbeforetheyfollow

Khumowho'salreadywaitingforthem inacar.

"Iwonderwhodidthis!"Lindisaysafterthey've

left.

Mamncanesighs"let'sgobackinsidethehouse



sotheycankeepusupdated"shesays

Shelooksextremelyupset.

Weareanxiouslywaitingforthem tocome

back,theyhaven'tcalledoranythingandthisis

makingusevenmoreworried.

Itwould'vebeenbetteriftheysentmaybea

message.

Baitumetsiwalksinwithatray,hemadeteafor

ussuchasweetboy.

Hiseyesarebloodshotredthough.

"Thankyou"wesingwithfakesmilesonour



faces.

HenodsandwalkawaysoIdecidetofollow

him."Baitumetsi"Icallhim andheturnsfacing

me.

"AuntLondeka"Heresponds.

Icantellhe'shurthim ,theyareveryclosewith

sunshinesoIjustattackhim withahug.

"It'sokayBaitu,theywillfindher"Iconsolehim.

"Wecan'tloseheralso,thatwillkillme"He

responds,ah!

"Don'teventhinkaboutit"Isay



Wehearvoicesowerunbacktothesitting

room.

TheyfoundherThankYouJesus!

She'ssleepinginKhumo'sarmspeacefully.

"SiyabongaJesu!"Mamncanesaysthenshe

takesHinatafrom Khumo.

"Didyoutakehertothedoctororanythingto

checkifshe'sfine?"Mamncane.

"She'sfineifthere'sanythingwrongthenwewill

takehertomorrow"Thatoresponds.

"Okayletmetakehertobed,I'm alsogoingto



sleep"Mamncaneleaves.

There'stensionbetweenthepeoplewhowent

lookingforHinata.

"Wheredidyoufindher?"Mbali

"Thatbitchwithalimewigtookher"Khumo

responds,shehasbloodstains.

"Yoh!"Lindiclapsonce,Idon'tblameherI'm

outofwords.

Thatoisawfullyquite.

"I'm goingtosleep"Khumosaysthenshe

leavestheroom ,sheseemsreallyangryandI



wonderwhatwentdown.

"Whathappened?"Refilwe

"Khumoshotherdude!Itwasamovie"Keletso

respondstohersister.

Whyam Inotsurprised!

"Don'tlie!"Zamasays

"WhywouldI?Sheshotherthenshecalled

ambulanceforher"

IStanaQueen!!



"Soshe'snotdead?"Mbali

"NobutKhumosaidwhenevertheycrosspaths

kuyanyiwa"Keletsoisastorytelleryho!

"IshouldgotoKhumo"Thatosaysthenhe

walksoff,shame.

"AnywaysKhumogaveThatoahotslap,Ifeltit

forhim"Keletso

Whywearelaughingcausethisisserious!

"Shutupwena!Londekalet'sgohome"

Kutloanotakesmyhand.

Wesayfarewellandleave,Iwanttohearmore



ofthis.

CHAPTER39

Wearedrivingbackhomeandmybrainwants

metoaskKutloanoquestionsbutIkeep

holdingbackmyself.

"Iwon'ttellyouwhathappened"Heglancesat

methenhechangeshisgear.

Howdidheknow?

"IjustwanttoknowwhatKeletsowassayingis

true?"

Heshrugshisshoulders,whatisthatsupposed

tomean!



Ilookoutsidethewindow,Ijustwantknow

whathappened,that'sit.

"WegotthereandThatokickeddownthedoor,

Khumograbbedthegunfrom Thapelo'shands

andsheshotthatgirlwhoalwayshasrainbow

hair"

Hahaharainbowwhat?

Iturninterestedtohearmore."Rainbowhair?"I

asklaughing.

"Shehadorangehairthistime,I'm thinking

Naomilookedatherhairandshefeltdizzythen

shefellasleep"Hetellsmeshakinghishead.



I'm laughingreallyhard.

"SoafterKhumoshotherwhathappened?"He

givesmeonelookandIalreadyknowhewon't

tellmesoletmelookoutsidethewindowagain.

Wegettothehouseandwebothchangeto

somethingcomfortablebeforeweheadtothe

kitchentomakesomethingtoeatwhenwehear

adoorbell.

"Whoitmightbe?"IaskKutloanoandheshrugs

beforehegetsthedoor.

Thedeepvoicetellsmeit'sThatoIjointhem at

thesittingroom.



Helookssodrainedlikethere'sabaggagein

hisshoulders,hiseyesareredlikehe'sbeen

cryingforhours.

IthoughthewaswithKhumo.

"Soshe'scallingtheweddingoff"Kutloanoasks

Thatoandhenodshisheadthatisnowin

betweenhislegs.

Whoa!

"Maybeshejustneedstime"Kutloano.

IwascaughtbysurprisehereandIdon'teven

knowwhattosaytoThato.



Thatopickshisheadupfacinghisbrother."You

didn'tseeherfacedude,shegavemethis

back"HesaystakingoutKhumo'sengagement

ringfrom hispocketandplaceitonaglass

coffeetableanditmakesanirritatingsound.

"Okaywait,theweddingisoffbutyouguysare

stilltogether?"Ijustneedclarityhere.

"Shebrokeupwithme"Herespondswitha

lowertone.

Youcanseeinhiseyesthathe'sdeeplyhurtby

allofthis.

Kutloanopourshim aglassofwhiskeyandhe

gulpsitdowninonegoandwhentheliquid



burnshisthroatshegroansthenheasksfor

refill.

"I'm sorryfordisturbingyoutwoIjustneeded

someonetotalktobutIshouldgetgoingnow"

He'salreadystandingandreadytogo.

ButIstophim "Youcansleepinoneofthe

guestroomsyoudon'thavetoleave"Isay.

"Ijustwanttobealone,goodnightmates"He

hugsmethenhandshakehisbrotherandhe

leaves.

Worryiswrittenalloverhisbrother'sface.

Webothsitshouldertoshoulderonthecouch



andIleanmyheadonhim.

"Helookshurtandlost..."Kutloanosays.Idon't

knowifhe'stalkingtoorhe'stalkingalone."It's

likeapartofhim ismissingbaby.Helooks

empty,KhumoishissanityIneedtodo

something"Hecontinuesstrokingmyarm and

drawingpatterns.

"Babyungazingeniindabazabantuabajolayo.

Helpyourbrotherandnottheirrelationship"

Am Iwrongforsayingthis?Relationshipis

betweentwopeoplemaybewhenThato

becomeshopelessthenhecanjumpinanddo

somethingbutit'sstillnoneofhisbusiness.

HeseemstobethinkingdeeplyaboutwhatI



justsaidtohim thenhetakesadeepsigh."I'm

goingtosleepareyoucoming?"Istillwantto

watchrealityshows.

"Iwillfindyouinbed"Irespond.

"...Okay"Hekissesmylipsandheheadstothe

bedroom dragginghisfeet.

Idon'tblamehim forsleepingearlytodaywasa

longdaywithallkindsofdifferentemotions.

Idon'tknowhowIendedupinbedbecauseallI

rememberIwaswatchingAreyoutheone?But

thismorningIwokeupinbed.

IcheckKutloano'ssideofthebedandhe'sstill



sleeping,hisbreathingissorelaxedandthe

musclesinhisfacearetotallyatpeace,likea

babyinitsfirstthroesofslumber.Thereis

barelyanymovementonhischestrisingand

fallingwithintakeair.

Ijumpoffthebedtothebathroom andwash

myfacethenbrushmyteethbeforeheading

backtotheourroom.

Heispartiallycoveredwithablanket,Istand

nexttothebedandcarefullyliftthecornerof

theblanketandslipbackintothebednextto

him.

Restingmyheadonhischest,Iputanarm over

him.“Morning"Kutloanomumblesashewraps

hisarmsaroundme.



“How’dyousleep?”Headdsaskingandasmile

spreadsallovermyface.

"Greatandyou?"Ispeakquietlyasherelaxes

hisarm,hisfacetellsmehe'sstillworriedabout

whathappenedlastnight.

Him andThatosharesaverystrongbondthat

noonecouldtrytobreak.

"I'm finejustworriedaboutThatobutI'm good"

He'sslowlywakingup,"Haveyoueatenyou

lookwideawake"ahalfsmileappears.

"Iwokeupfewminutesago"



"Iwasthinkingweshouldgotothebeachfor

meditationthismorning"Hesuggests

"That'ssoundsgreat"Isoundabitenthusiastic.

Hegrins,asmalltrickleoflaughterleaveshis

lipsasheslowlybendstowardsme,hislips

grazemineeversosoftlyandplacehishand

tentativelyonmyleg.

Myhandinstinctivelymeetthesideofhischeek

andslowlyurgehislipsfirmeragainstmine.It

isadelicatebutterflyofakiss.

Whenwebreakapartforair,Irestmyheadon

hisbeatingheartandgathersomemuch

neededoxygen.



HissmirktellsmeeverythingandIsmileback,

sinkingintohishold.

"You'rebeautiful"Hestaresintomyeyeslikea

lovepuppy.

Iblush"Stopitsoearlyinthemorning

Kutloano!"MycheekshasturnedpinkandIlook

likeatomato.

"You'rejustlikeanangel,yourskinmakesme

cry"Hesaysstrokingmyarm.

"Weshouldgetreadyforourmeditation

sessionbaby"Heneedstostopmakingme

blush.



"Whattimeisit?"

"Around9,why?"

"Ah!I'm surethere'speopleatthebeachandwe

willgetdistractedLet'sgomeditateinoneof

theguestroomsisthatokaywithyou?"

Soundslikeaplantome.

Wesetthecushionsonthefloorneartoeach

otherbutwecreateaspacebetweenus.

Ikeepmyspinestraightwithmyarmsbymy

side,Irestmyarmslooselyinmylap.

AftermediationIfeeladeepconnection



betweenKutloanoandI,Icantellhefeelsthe

same.

"Nexttimeweshouldtrysexualmeditation"He

says.

"Doeseverythinghastobesexualtoyou

Kutloano?"

"...Well.."Heshrugs,"It'snotmyfaultyoutaste

goodwomansodon'tmakeyourproblems

mines"Headds.

Ilaughshakingmyhead.

"IwanttocheckonThatothenlatertodaywe

cangooutareyoufinewiththat?"Heasksme.



"IalsowantedtocheckonKhumo,whereare

wegoinglater?"Iaskexcited.

"Youwillfindout,letmeshowerthenIwillsee

youlaterbaby"Hekissesmycheeksandruns

totheshower.

Kutloanoleftfewminutesago,I'm solazytodo

anythingtodaybutIknowIhavetocheckif

Khumoisokay.

Igotomyroom soIcancallherbutitrings

untilittakesmetovoicemailsoItrycalling

again.

"Hello"Sheanswerswithahuskyvoice,iteither

she'sstillsleepingorshe'scrying.



"Baby,howareyou?"

"I'm good,areyouokay?Whyareyoucalling

mesoearly?"She'spretendingtobeokay.

"Iknowyou'renotokaydon'tlietomeKhumo"

Sheclearsherthroat"I'm finereallydon'tworry

aboutme"Shelies.

"Areyousureaboutyourdecision,youand

Thatoloveeachother?"

ShekeepsquiteforamomentandIlistentoher

breathing.



"Idon'twanttotalkaboutThato"sheresponds.

"CanIcomeandseeyou"

"I'dlovethatbutdon'tworryyourself,Iwantto

bealone"

"Khumo..."

"Enjoyyourdaybabygirl"Shesaysthenhang

up.

CHAPTER40

KUTLOANO

IfindThatosittingbythepoolwithabottleof



whiskeyandasIwalktowardshim Icansmell

weed.

"You'resmokingweedagain?"Iaskhim asI

seatnexttohim ,itonlybeenfewhoursbuthe

lookswornoutandtiredofeverything.

"Hmm..."Hehumsthenhetakesapufffollowed

byagulpofwhiskey.

Thisremindsmesomuchbackinthedays

wherehewasfightingwithhisdemonsandI

don'twanttoseehim goingbackthereagain.

Thoseweredarkdaysandheendedupturning

todrugs.



"Thishurtsmorethanfindingoutthemanwe

grewupknowingasourfatherwasn'treallyour

fatherafteralltheabuse"HestartstalkingandI

givehim anear.

"IcalledherthismorningandshesaidImust

haveadiscussionwithhermotheraboutthe

kidsratherthanthatshewantsnothingtodo

withme"

"Doyoureallythinkit'sover?"Iaskhim taking

thebottleawayfrom him thenIgulpitdown.

Hesmiles"FirsttimeIsawherIknewshewas

theoneforme,Ifeltithere"Hepointshischest

,"ThewayshewaslookingandsmilingatmeI

knewonedayshewillbemywifeitcan'tbe

over"Hecontinues.



"Doyouhaveaplan?"Iaskandheshakeshis

headNo.

"Ifeelhopelessandhelplessthistimedudeand

I'm suffocating"Hesaysthrowingawayhisjoint.

"Thewayshewaslookingatmelastnightits

likeshehasreachedherbreakingpoint,Idon't

knowwhatyodo"Heplayswithhisfeetinside

thepool.

He'sbroken!

"Youneedtofightforher"

Hechuckles..."What'stheuseoffightingwhen



someonewantsnothingtodowithyou.Iwant

toseeherhappysoIwilllethergobutnoone

isgoingtohaveherifIcan'thaveher.Iwill

focusonmyhospitalonlyamonthleftbeforeI

openitthatwayIwillbeabletokeepmymind

offthings"

"Idon'tlikeseeingyoulikethis,Iwishcanfight

whateveryou'refeeling"

"Don'tworryI'llbefineandprincessiscoming

overtodaysoIwillbefine"

Ilookatathim forfewminutesandhehaseye

bagsanddarkspotsaroundhiseyes.

"Promisemeyouwillbeokay?"



"Ipromise"Webothhugtightly.

"Ineedtogocallmeifyouneedcompany"

"Idon'tneedyourcompany,fuckyou"

"Oh!WellletmegotomywomansinceIhave

oneIdon'tknowaboutyou"

Webothburstoutlaughing.

"You'reanasshole"Heshowsmeamiddle

finger.

"Iloveyoubro"Isoundcheesy.



"Pleasego"Hesays,Ilaughandwalkoffwhen

I'm abouttodisappearinacornerhecallsme

out.

"Iloveyoutoobro"HesaysandIlaughathim

andcontinuewalkinguntilIreachmycarthenI

driveoff.

Ithinkloveisbeautifulbutithurtsandwhenit

hurtsyouitshardtogetupfrom theground.

Ican'timaginelosingLondeka,Iwillendupina

mentalinstitutionandI'm notevenlyingright

now.

Ican'twaittosurprisehertonight!!



Mywomanislookingdropdeadgorgeous.

MyheartbeatsforLondekaandIdon'tthinkI

wanttobeanywhereelserightnow,themost

dangerousdrugIknowhasaheartbeatand

that'sher,MyQueen.

Iloveeverythingfrom thewayshelaughs,the

wayshewalks,talks,hersmile,heramazing

angelicvoiceandthewayshesmells.

Idon'twanttobrag,butshe'sthebestthing

that'severhappenedtomeandIlivetomake

herhappy.

Woah,lookatmegettingcarriedaway.



Anyways,MrsMehasbeenthroughalotof

painandhasenduredit,shehaswornherscars

aswings,she'sonestrongwoman.Ihonestly

hatedseeingthatway,andI'm gladtoseethat

beautifulsmileofhersthatalwaysgetsme

weakappearsonherfaceasIwalkherintothe

aquarium,shelovesit,apparentlyhersanitylies

inthereandshehasathingforsealife.

Irentedouttheentireplacejustsowecandine

here.

"Kutloano,youdidnothavetogoalloutlikethis

baby"shesayswithhereyesfilledwithso

muchexcitementandjoy,thishastobethe

mostbeautifulsighttoseerightnow.

"WhatdidIdotodeservethis,you.."She

continuessaying,IthinkthosearetearsIsee



forminginhereyes.

"Sthandwasami,youexistedandyoudeserve

thingsandallthebeautifulthingsthisuniverse

hastooffer.Iloveseeingyouhappy,youmake

mehappy"I'm soemotional,Idon'tevenknow

whattosay.

Iwipehertearsusingmythumb."Oh!IthoughtI

wasgoingtoremoveyourmakeup"Iclown

afterwipinghertears.

"It'swaterproofdummy"Shesaysgigglyand

slowlyshakingherhead.

Weareservedherfavouritemeal.Shelooksat

meglowingandasmilekeepsescapingherlips.



"HowmanymonthsshouldIwaittomarryyou?"

Iaskherandshechokesonherfood.

Theideaofmarriagestillscaresherafterwhat

happenedtoherpreviousmarriage."I'm not

sayingIwanttomarryyoudummy"Iadd.

"Youhavetowaitoneyear"sheresponds.

"Areyoustillscared?"Iaskher

"No,noI'veovercomethatfearyoumustwait

untilIgivebirth"OhThankJesus!

"I'dlovetomarryyou"

"Ohreally?Why"sarcasticmuch!



"SoIcanwatchthoseboringshowsofyours

forever"Irespond

TruthisIlovetheseshowsnow.

Shegiggles"Thewayyou'realwaystalking

aboutthem Iswearyoulovethem now"She

says.

"Pssht...No!"

"Sinceyoutookmetomyfavouriteplace,how

aboutwewatchthestarsandmoontonight

whenwegethomethat'syourfavourite"She

sayswarmingmyheart.



"I'm goingtomarryyou"

"Iwillstartplanning"

CHAPTER41

Comradesplannedameetuptodayandthey

saidIshouldwearallwhite,Idon'tknowsince

whenwehavedresscodebuthereIam inmy

kneelengthdresswithaslitandit'slongsleeve.

Iputonmyheels,headwrapandascarf

aroundmyshouldersasalways.

Kutloanosetupadinnerforusattheaquarium

aweekagoanditwassobeautiful.Ilove

everythingthatrelatestosealifebecausewe



haveourancestorswhodiedundertheocean.

LetmenotgetdeepanywaysI'm excitedabout

thismeetup,IthinkitwillalsohelpKhumo

loosenupabit.

IparkmycaratadrivewayatKamina'shouse.

KamoandKatlegojustgotheretoosoIstand

nexttomycarwaitingforthem tojumpoffthe

car.

Theylookamazing,Iwonderwhat'sthe

occasiontoday!"Hellomommy!"Katlegosays

givingmeakissonmycheek.

She'snottheshyKatlegoanymorepeoplegrow.



"DrGumede"Isaygreetingherback,sheloves

itwhenwecallherlikethat.

"Argstop!Youlookgreat"Shesaystome.

IhugKamo"Iwanttopopoutthisbabyalready"

Shesays,Iguessthisisanewwayofgreeting

er?

"Stillalongwaytogo,whereisKhumo?"Iask

them ,she'snottakinganyofmycallsor

replyingtomymessages.

Theybothshrug"Shehasshutouteveryone,I

highlydoubtshe'scomingtoday.Iwenttoher

housethreedaysagoandIstoodoutsidefor

hours"Katlegosays.



Thisisnotgoodatall.

"Let'sgoinside"Kamo.

Wewalktothedoorandweknocktwicebefore

Kamina'shelperopensthedoorforus."Come

in"Shesayswithasmile

ThisisnewusuallyKaminaopensthedoorfor

herguest.

"SURPRISEEEE!"Theyallshoutatonceaswe

walkthroughKamina'sgarden.

I'm sostunnedandevencryingincludingthe

othertwo.



Itdecoratedinawhiteandtheylookamazingin

theirallwhiteoutfits,thislookslikesmall

heaventome.

"Iknewit,Iknewit!"Kamosayswipinghere

tearsandtheymakeusseatontheroundtable

withtagswritten'mothertobe'

Howweretheyabletoplanthisbehindour

backs?Sneakymice.

"Wait!WhereisKhumo?"Siphoasks

Ialsolookaroundandthere'snosignofKhumo

andherbigafro.

"Wethoughtshewascomingwithyouguys"



Kaminasaystous.

"Itriedcallingherandshe'snotansweringmy

calls,I'm startinggetworried"Mbalicomments.

Thisisserious!

"Iwentalloutplanningthis,shecan'tdothisto

me"Siphosaysdramaticallyclappinghishands.

"Calm down!Let'scallher"Lindisays.

Myeyeskeepslookingaroundthegarden,

Siphoreallywentallout.

Itlookssoelegantandbeautiful.



LinditakesoutherphoneandshecallsKhumo

thensheputitonloudspeaker.

"...Hello"Khumoanswershercallandeveryone

sighinreliefthatshe'sokay.

"Heybitch,whereyouassat?"Lindiasks

"Oh!I'm sorryIwon'tmakeittodaysweetheart

somethingcameup"Sheanswersandweall

knowthat'salie.

"Whatisthatthingsoimportantmorethanyour

comrades?"Kaminaasks.

Shekeepsquite..."Ihavetogo,telltherestof



thecomradesIlovethem somuch,mcwaa"

Shesaysandhangup.

Wealllookateachother."Didshejusthangup

onme?"Lindilookingatherphonescreen.

"Letmecallheragain!"Shesayswhenshetries

callingittakesherstraighttovoicemail.

"Let'sgiveherspaceguysclearlyshedoesn't

wanttobeherewhenshe'sreadytoreachout

thenwewillbethereforherbutfornowlet's

leaveheralone"Katlego.

"You'reright!IwilltakeherchairveleI'm on

maternityleave"Siphosayswearingatagthat

wasmeantforKhumo.



Weplaygamesandtakeloadsandloadsof

picturesalthoughwearehavingfunbutyoucan

tellsomeoneismissing."Siphohowwas

Greece?"Zamaaskshim ,hewenttoGreecefor

aweekendwithhisboyfriend.

"Girrrl!!Iwasonhoneymoon.Wewerehaving

sexeverywherewithmyman"Hesaysgrinding

theair.

"Bathroom ,Garage,sittingroom ,kitchenIsaid

everyoneandhe'sgiftedsohisdickgoes

straighttomyintestines"Hesaysandweburst

outlaughinglisteningtohim.

"YessssQueen!"Mbalisayssnappingher

fingers.



KaminaputsonsomemusicandSiphoand

MbalistandsupandstartdoingVogue.

Theyareshowingoff!!WhenIpopoutthisbaby

Ineedtotakelessons.

Kaminagetsupandshetriesdancingbutshe

fallsonthegrass.

ThewayI'm laughingather,hahaha.

WhereisKhumowithherevillaughwhenIneed

her!

CHAPTER42

ItbeenthreemonthsnowandI'vetakenoffmy

'Inzila'andKutloanoneverbeensohappy,he



rippedoffmyclotheswhenwegotbackfrom

homeandwehadsexinthegarageontopof

thecarbonnetthathowhungryhewas,hesaid

hewastiredofcoldshowers.

LastnightitwasThato'spartyandIhadagreat

timereallyuntilKamowentonlabourI'venever

beensofreakedoutinmylife.

Itmademesoscared,IwishKutloanocould

sufferlikethatnotmeIdon'tdeserveit.

Ididn'tsayIwantaseedinsidemeanyways

Thatowantstomeetwiththecomradestoday

becausehewantstosetupasurprisefor

Khumosowearemeetingathisrestaurant.

Brotherinlawisdoingwellforhimselfhe



recentlyaskedmetocomeworkathishospital

becauseI'm thebestsurgeonthosewerehis

wordsbutIsmellKutloanobehindthat.

AfterhesaidhewilltriplemypaymentIjumped

ontheopportunitysoIwillbeworkingwithhim

aftergivingbirthtomylittleboy.

Yes!WeknowagendernowandKutloanohas

beenbraggingaboutitwheneveryouaskshow

Iam heallalwaysrespondswith'theyaregood,

herandmyboy.Wearehavingaboymyman'

AllthetimeIevenmimichim whenI'm around.

WealreadyherewaitingforThato.

Oh!HereisinhissuiteIdon'tknowhowto

complimenthim withoutmycompliment



soundingwrongbutThatois...yeahweallknow

he'scute.

"Whyyouguyshaven'torderedanything?"He

asksunbuttoninghisblazerandsittingopposite

Zamathenhecrosseshislegs.

"WewerewaitingforyouI'dloveatequila

though"Thesdakwaofthegroupsays.

"Lindicanyoudrinkwaterforonceinyourlife!"

Mbaliasksher,I'm tiredofaskingherthis

questionbecauseIalreadyknowtheanswer.

"Ngidakwangamaliverwamidude!"She

responds,whenitcomestoherandalcohol

youcan'ttouchher.



Thatoislookingandlisteningtowhoeveris

talking.

"Let'sorderafterfindingoutwhyarewehere"I

say,"Andwestillhavetogoandcheckon

Kamoatthehospitalsolet'snotwastetime"I

add.

"Thankyou"Thatosmiles,"AnywaysIwantyou

guystohelpwithsomething"Headdssaying.

"Withwhat?CauseyouandKhumoareback

together,wesawthosecutelongcaptionsand

picturesonInstagram"Kamina

Katlegocouldn'tmakeitbecauseshe'sworking

andSiphoiscurrentlyoutofthecountryagain.



"Iwanttosurpriseher"Hetellsus.

"Withwhat?"Weaskatonceexcited,healways

hassurprisesIwon'tbeshockedifhebuysa

vineyardforher.

"Surprisewedding"Heanswers

What?!SomenlikeThatoreallyexisteddon't

getmewrongmymanisromanticbutthisis

extremelyromanticandbeautiful.

"Youwantyourcrazywomantoshootus,

never"saysLindishakingherhead.

"Listen..."Hestartsexplaining,"Youguys

alreadyknowwhatshewants,shebought



dressessothiswon'tbetoomuch.Iwillhirea

plannersoyouwon'tgetcaughthidingthiswe

justneedtoworktogether"Hesays,ah!

"IwillhelpyouifonlyIwillcomeherewhenever

Iwantto,eatanddon'tpay"Isay

Heshakeshishead,"Pregnantwomenand

food,okaythat'snotaproblem Londeka"He

sayschuckling.

"Youmustbuymealcohol,Iwantatruck

deliveringwineinmyhouse.Thoseexpensive

bottlesyouhaveatyourhouseIwantthem"

Lindisays.

"Lindicouldn'tyouaskforanythingelse?"Thato



"Seemslikeyoudon'twantmyhelp"Lindisays

toThato,thisalcoholic!

"Okay,okayIgotyou"

AsmileappearsonLindi'sface.

"Idon'twantanythingbutI'llbemorethan

happytohelpyouplanningthisforKhumo"

Mbali

"You'remakingusfeelbad?"Iaskandshe

laughs,oh!Mbaliissobeautifulwithherduck

lipsandblondehair.

"No,maybeIwillneedhelpfrom him oneday"

Shesays,okay.



"Whenisthewedding?"Zama

"NextweekSaturday"Thatoanswers.

"Okayyou'redrunk"KaminaandItotallyagree.

"Wedon'thavetimedude!"Mbali

"Wecanpullthisoff,youwillmeetupwiththe

plannertomorrow,orderwhateveryoulikeand

itsonme,enjoyyourday"saysThatogetting

upfrom hischairandleavingusbehind.

Doesheknowwhatisputtingusthrough!



"Let'sgotothehospitalthenafterwecanstart

planning,weknowwhatKhumowantedsoit

won'tbetoomuch"Lindi

"I'm excitedandnervousatthesamething

though"saysMbali

"Weneedtomakesurewemakethisreally

specialforKhumo"

Whew!

CHAPTER43

Ireallyhatewakingupeverymorningtogoto

work,Iwanttogoonmaternityleavealready.

Mystomachisheavy,mybodyisalwayssore,



mymoodsarealwayschanging,I'm always

eating,Ihavehumongouslipsandmyboobs

andcurvesgrewbigger.

Isnoozemyalarm andgobacktomysleep,

theycanmissmeatworkI'm sorry.

LastnightIsleptlatebecausewewereplanning

theweddingthenwhenIgothomeIhadto

spreadmylegsintheair,thatwhathappens

whenyou'redatingansexaddict.

Heleftearlythismorningbecausehehas

meetings,didhenoteatmebeforeheleft?I

can'tsavepeople'sliveswhenI'm thistired.

Iwakeuplaterintheafternoonheadingtothe

shower.



AssoonasIjumpintheshowerIfeelmy

musclesrelaxingwhenthedropsofwater

touchesmyskin.

IwrapmyheadwithatowelthenmybodyandI

putonmysleepers.

Iheadtokitchenandmakemyselfteaondays

likethisImissthatchef.

WheneverIraiseatopicaboutgettinganew

chefKutloanoignoresme.

Whydoyouspoilmeandthenhaveaproblem

withitwhenIbecomeabrat.



Iwalkbacktomyroom andopenmycurtains.

DidIsleepthatmuch?Thesunisalready

setting.

Myvibratingphoneinterruptsme."Good

Afternoon.Londekaspeaking"Ianswer.

Modernmuch?Iknow.

"ThisisLondekaQwabespeaking?"thewoman

ontheotherlinequestions.

"Thisisshe.Whoam Ispeakingto?"Iask,

somethingiscoming,somethingbadiscoming

Icanfeelit.



"Thisisyourmother’sfriendSindyDlaminiwe

worktogether.I'm inUmhlangaHospital"The

womananswers.Dreadcreepsupmyneckand

IhearadullringinginmyearsasIbracemyself

toheartheworst.

"Yourmotherwasinacaraccidentandshe

needssurgery"thewomantellsme."Icalled

yoursisterandIcouldn'tgetholdofher,this

needstobedoneassoonaspossible"She

continuestellingme.

JesusChrist!

Irushintotheemergencyroom laterinthe

eveningwithmyminddrowningindifferent

emotionsandscreamingonthing.'Pleasedon't

letherdie'Ikeepprayingandcrying.



Imarchuptothefrontdesk,cuttingaheadof

thelinetoreachtheonlywomanwhois

attendingeveryone."Excusema'am youhaveto

standintheline"

"Screwthelinewhereismymothershewasina

caraccidentandsheneedssurgery"I'm

sweating.

"Londeka,comehere"anoldwomancallsme

andI'm guessingit'sSindy.

SoIwalktoher,she'sanursehere,shethrows

allmedicaltermsatmethatIdon'twanttohear

,thisiswhyIdidn'tgotoworkwoman!!

Ishootheradarklook."Isshegoingtobe



okay?"Ihiccup.

"She'llbefinedon'tworry,youcanseathereand

thenwhenthesurgeryisdoneIwillletyou

know"shesayspattingmyshouldersandshe

leavesmebehind.

Myphonewon'tstopringinganditsKutloano,I

don'twanttotalktoanyonerightnow.

Iweep,hotsoaktearsinthesleevesofmy

dressleavingdampevidenceofthegriefwithin.

IleftLindiamessageincludingMamncane.

Mymotheristhemostimportantpersoninmy

lifeandlosingherwillbethelastnailonmy



coffinafterlosingmyson,Ican'tbearthatpain.

Ikeepwaitingandwaitingandthere'sno

feedback.

Ishouldbeinthatroom!I'm surethosepeople

don'tevenknowwhattheyaredoing.

I'm beingdramaticbutthisismymotherweare

talkingabout.

Ikeepstandingandsitting.

Pacingupanddown.

Cryingandpraying.

Singingandprayingagain.

MyfeetareswollenandI'm hungry,mybums

hurts.



IseeSindywalkingtowardsme."Issheokay?"I

askher.

"No!Theyareonlystartingnowworkingwith

herbutshe'sgoingtobefine,calm down

sweetheart"shehugsme

"Ican'tlosehernotafterlosingmyson"Istart

venting.

"Youwon'tlosehere,stopcryingandhavefaith

mychild"shesaysbrushingmybackand

consolingme.

"Youcangobackhomeandcomebacklater

howisthat?"Shesuggestsafterlookingatmy

swollenmyfeet.



"I'm okay"Igrumble

CHAPTER44

"Londeka...wakeup...Londeka"Ihearawoman's

voicesaysandIblinktryingtomakesenseof

mysurrounding.

Slowlytheeventofthedaycomesbacktome

andIrememberwhereIam.

Ilookuptothenursestandingoverme,nextto

mysister,Icheckthetimeandits00:00am I

must'vefallenasleepwaiting.

"YoufellasleepandIdidn'twanttowakeyouup

,youmotherisoutofsurgeryandyoucango



andseehernow"Ireallydon'ttrustwhoever

washelpingmymom whenitcomestofamilyI

preferbeingtheonewhotakesoverthat'swhy

I'm asurgeon.

"Issheokay?"Iask,Iwanttopreparemyself

forthestatethatshe'sin.

"We'regoingtofindout,let'sgo"saysLindi.I

don'tknowbutmyheartiscurrentlyswimming

inmyintestines.

Anothercaraccident?Thisisatraumatic

experienceformeandIdon'tseemyselfdriving

everagain.

"Whendidyougethere?"



MysisteranswersandIsmileupather.

“Minutesago,Lungadroppedmeoffandhe's

comingbackwithsomethingtoeatand

blankets”shesaysasshehelpsmeupandwe

makeourwaytoourmother.

Thehallwayhasasmuchpersonalityastherest

ofthehospital.

Thefloorisslategreyandthewallsdove.

Above,theceilingismadefrom those

polystyrenesquareslaidonagridlikeframe.

Thelightistoobrightformyeyeshavingjust

wokenup,Ifinditabrasive,enoughperhapsto

bringononeofmymigraines.

"Thisisyourmother'sroom"Sindysaystous



andwenodwalkingthroughthedoor.

Hersmileextendsfrom thehallowofhereyes

assheseesherbeloveddaughtersthenshe

groansinpain,shetrieslookingstrongaround

usbutshelookssopaleandweak.

"Mama"Icroakfightingbackthetears

threateningtotrickledownmycheeks.

"Ifyoudarecryyouwilldeliverthatbabyof

yoursearlierthanyouexpected"shejokingly

saysandmysmileislimitedtomymouth.

"Letmeleaveyouthreetotalk"saysSindy

walkingoutgivingusprivacy.



"Mamawhathappened?"Lindiaskstakingthe

questionawayfrom mymouth.

Shetriesgettingupfrom thebedbutshefails

sobothLindiandIhelphersoshecansleepup

straight.

"Ithoughtmeandflyingfishwerebestof

friendsbutthistimeitshowedmeflames"she

saysshakingherhead,whyam Inotsurprise

thisiscomingfrom mymom?

"Youweredrinkinganddriving?"Iaskher.

"Leavemymotheraloneshe'sinpain,how

manybottlesyouhad?"Youseethesetwoget

alongverywellbecausetheyhavesomethings

incommon.



"Ionlyhadfour,fourbottlesandmyeyes

becomeblurryontheroad"Itsnotthealcohol,

mymom isblindbutshedoesn'twanttowear

herglasses.

"Hawunexttimeyoushouldhavetwobottles,

wedon'twantanymoreaccidentsplease"

Insteadoftellinghermothertostopdrinking

she'ssayingthis.

Iwasadopted!!

"Wereyouwearingyouglasses?"Iaskandshe

looksatmewithnoresponse,Ithoughtas

much!!

"Ifyoudon'twantyourglassesthenyoushould



getlensesmom butthere'snicesetofglasses

soIdon'tknowwhyyoutryingtokillyourself"

TheseriousLindiisback,thankyouLord!

"Soyouthinkitwasn'talcohol?"Nciinciincii.

"Noitwasn'talcoholyouneedstartwearing

glassesbuthowareyou?"

"I'm okayit'sjustthepaininmylowerabdomen

butratherthanthatI'm fineandreadyforthe

wedding"Sheanswers

Thepreparationsforthesurpriseweddingare

comingtogether,wesentmamncanetoask

Khumofewquestionsandwhenevertheyare

havingaconversationshealwaysrecordsher

andthensendsustherecordinthegroupchat.



"YouscaredusMaQwabe!"SaysLindiplaying

withhermother'scheek.

IfeelmyphonebuzzinginsidemypocketandI

alreadyknowwhoitis."LetmegetthisthenI

willcomeback"Ifibandhurryoutoftheroom

"LondekaI'vebeentryingtocallyou!"Kutloano

ventsandknowinghowhecangethehassent

hispeopletostartlookingforme.

"Heybaby,sorrymymom isinhospitalandI've

beenherethewholeday"

"Whyyoudidn'ttellme?"

"Ididn'twanttostressyouespeciallysinceyou



hadmeetingstodaysohowdiditgo?"

"Forgetaboutthat,howisyourmother?"

"She'sfine.Shewasinacaraccidentbecause

ofherstubbornness"Irespond.

"Okay,whereareyou?"

"UmhlangaHospital"Irespond.

"I'm onmyway,Iloveyou"

Ismiletomymyself"Iloveyoutoobaby"Itell

him andthenwebothhangup.



IreturnbackandIfindmymom andherdearest

daughterlaughingoutloud."Shareajoke?"Isay

"Wearetalkingaboutyouwhenyouwereyoung

andyouworemama'spantiestoschooland

theyfell"ThisisnotfunnyIdon'tknowwhythey

arelaughing.

Whathappenedismymom boughtpantiesfor

threeofusthatlookedthesame,Iwasoverthe

moonbecauseIhadsimilarpantieswithmy

mom.

OnemorningwhenIwaspreparingforschoolI

mistakenlytookmymom'sunderwearinstead

ofmines.

InoticeditwasoversizedbutIdidn'twanttotell



mymom becauseIknewshewillmakemetake

itout,imaginetakingoffyournewunderwear!

SoIwenttoschoolwithmyoversized

underwear,Iwasveryuncomfortablebut

whateverthiswasmynewundieandIlovedit.

WhenIgottoschool,ourteacherusedtomake

usexerciseeverymorningIknewthiswas

goingtobeproblem becauseourexercises

includedjumpingandthatwasmyfavourite

part.

Ijumpedonce,noproblem

Ijumpedalittlehigherthistime,stillno

problem.

Ijumpedhigherthistimeandmynewundie

landedonthefloor.



Embarrassmentswaswrittenallovermyface,I

wentunderthesmallredtableandthenIwore

backmynewundieandtiedtwoknotssoit

won'tfallagain.

Childrenwerelaughingatme.

Iwascrying,Iwasweepingactually.Iwanted

togobackhomeandburnallmyunderwears,

atschooltheyhadtocallmymom tocome

fetchmeearlybecauseIwasc-r-y-i-n-g.

Wehearaloudlaughwhenwelookbythedoor

it'sKutloanoleaningbythedoorframelaughing

hisassoffsoallthistimehewaslisteningto

metellingmymotherandLindiwhatreally

happened,nice!



"Kutloanowhendidyougethere?"AsksLindi

wipinghertearsfrom laughing,Iwanttoleave

thisplace.

"FewminutesagoandIheardhalfofthestory"

Hesayswalkinginwithbunchofflowersand

chocolateformymom.

"Thankyou"mymom sayswithaweaksmile

smellingherflowers.

"Babywhyyounevertoldmethis?"Heasks

laughing.

"There'smore!"I'm goingtokillLindi.

Igiveheranevileye."Sorrybutyouhavefunny



childhoodstories"Shesayslaughing.

"Iwanttohearallofthem"saysKutloano.

"Mom Iwillseeyoutomorrow"Igetupkissing

hercheek,I'm leaving!

"HawuLondekawearejustjoking"mymom

says,Idon'tcareI'm leaving!

"Ifyouleavethenyoudon'tloveme"mymom

again.

"Wewon'ttalkaboutyouanymore"saysLindi.

Okayletmestay.



There'ssilenceafterfewsecondsKutloano

burstoutlaughing."Butwhydidyoutiethe

knotsbaby?"Helaughs.

Nxhngiyahamba!

CHAPTER45

Iangrilypushtheglassdoorwithwhiteframe,

alleyesareonmeasIam walkingout

breathingheavilyontopofmylungs."Londeka,

Londeka!"Ihearhim callingmynameasIwalk

likeanangrymadpersonreadytoattack

whoevercomesclosertome.

"Gobackinsideandcontinuelaughingatmy

childhoodstoriesKutloano,leavemethefuck

alone!"Iangrilyroar.



Ohdearhormonespleasegivemeabreak!!

"Areyoutalkingtomelikethat?"Hebellows,I

don'tcarehowangryhelooksrightnowbutI

wanthim outofmyface.

"Idon'tseeanyoneelsehere"Ichallengehim

andhegivesmeanintenselook.

Helooksatmecloselythenhesmilesmaking

meweak,heknowsexactlyhissmileismy

weakness."Getinsidethecar"Hesayspolitely.

Ifoldmyarmsagainstmychestnotwillingto

moveaninch."Iwon'trepeatmyselfLondeka"

Hesaysagainwithafirm tonethistime.



Ijumpatthebackseatslammingthedooron

hisface,Ihearhim clickinghistonguebefore

hegetinsidethedriver'sseatanddrivesoff.

Ifeelcalm nowandIdon'tknowifIshould

apologizetoKutloanoforsnappingorjustletit

go."Areyouhungry?"Heasksmeaswewalk

throughthedoorofhishouse,Inod

He'sgettingusedtomeandmymoods.

"Whileyou'retakingawarm bathI'llbemaking

steakforyou,youseem tolikeitthesedays"

"Don'tmakeitrawlikethelasttime,Ifeltlike

youcutoffapieceofcowafteritwasbeing

slaughteredandplaceditonmyplate"I



complainingflappingmyeyelashesupand

down.

Hebarksalaughwhichmakesmelaugh."It

wasthatbad?"Helaughs,InodmyheadthenI

walkofftothebathroom.

Mystomachgrumbleswhenthesmellofsteak

hitmynoseandI'm leaningbackonthebathtub

enjoyingeverymoment.

Ilookatmyselfinthemirror.

Howsureareyouthatwhenyoulookawayfrom

themirroryourreflexionalsolooksaway?What

ifitstaresatyoujumpingupanddownwithits

tongueout.



Ishouldstopwatchingscarymovies,Ilather

mybodyinamoisturizerthatsmellslike

blossoms,inmybetweentoes,thighs,breast,

elbowsandmyneck.

Kutloanowalksinwithaplateinhishand."I

hopeitseatablethistime"Heflashasmile.

Ihopesotoomybrotherotherwiseyouwill

havetogobackandputitintheoven.

Iplacemyplateonthebedandkneelonthe

edgenexttohim sothatIcanpressmytummy

againstthebaseasI'm eating."Let'splaythis

gamewhereweaskeachotherquestions,no

lies,justhonesty"HesayslookingatmeasI

diginmyplate.



Oh!Ilovethisgamealready.

"AlrightI'llaskthefirstquestionthen"Isay

hopingIdon'tsoundovereagerasIfeel.

"Howmanywomenyou'vehadsexwith?"Iask,

heforkshissteakthenhelooksatmewithhis

eyesout.

Heshrugs"Idon'tknow,Iwasonceobsessed

withstrippersinmylifesoIhadcasualsexwith

them.I'venevercount"suddenlyIam green

withjealousandI'm sureit'swrittenallovermy

face.

"It'sinthepastbaby,I'm onlyeatingyoudayin

andoutnow"Headds.Weareonlyinchesapart

Ifeelhisbodyheatingupasheleanscloserto



me.

Hekissesmeslowlyatfirstbutwithinseconds

theelectricitytakesoverme.

Igriphisarmshardundermyfingertipsand

rockbackandforthonhislap.Thebulgeinhis

thinboxerbriefsgrowsandIreachdownand

palm him throughhisboxers.

Iclimbedoffhim andmovetomykneesagain.

Myfingersgripthewaistbandofhisboxersand

tugheliftoffthebedenoughformetopull

them down.

IplacemyfingerstracinghispenisthenIgentle

kissit,hisfingersgripmyhair!



Iknowhelovesthis,helovewhenitinmy

mouth.

IfeelhotspurtingliquidinsidemymouthIdon't

getpeoplewhoswallowsallthetimewhenthis

thinktasteslikeJikandsalt.

"Howoldwereyouwhenyoudidyourfirstblow

job?"HeaskwhenIcomebackfrom brushing

myteethandrinsedmymouth.

Youcouldsmelldickinmybreathe.

Ilaugh"Iwas16,Igavemycrushablowjobin

schooltoilet"Irespond.

"Whoisthatcrush?"Herewego!



"Itdoesn'tmatter"Irespond.

"Iwillfindoutonmyownthen"hesayswitha

serioustonemakingmeworried.

CHAPTER46

I'm wokenupbyhismanhoodonmybutt,

Kutloanoissuchafreak.I'm turnedonbythis,

hesingstomyearandslideshisfingersinto

mypantiesandstartsplayingwithmyclit.

Imoansoftlyandhereplieswith"youlike

that?"andgiggles,I'm sowetrightnow.

Ithinkhe'dstoppedwhenIfeelhim slidinghis

indexfingerinsidemyflower,heknowshow



thismakesmejump.

Hestartsinslowmotionthengoesfaster,I

justwokeupforfuckssakes.

Hecontinuesuntilheeventuallyflipsmeover

andpushesmythongtotheside,heis

poundingmeandheisgoingdeeperwithevery

stroke.

Icallouthisname.Mykneesareweak,he

collapsesnexttomeandstaresatmeuntilwe

bothcatchourbreath"areyouokaysthandwa

sami"hesayswithanevilsmirk,idiot.

"Hhmmm..."Ican'tseem tofindrightwords,

myvoiceisgonefrom allthescreamingIwas

doing.



Hechuckles,"Iloveyou"Hesaysmakingme

feelgiddy.

"Iloveyoutoo"aweaksmileappearsfrom my

face.Hekissesmyforeheadthenwebothstare

intoeachother'seyessilently,listeningtothe

birdssingingoutsidethewindow.

"marryme!"Hesaysstrokingmyface,Ilookat

him waitingforhim totellmehe'sjoking.

"Ican'twaitanymore,Iwanttomakeyoumy

wife"Myheartisbeatingsofastagainstmy

chestandIkeepblinkingtoignoremytears.

Heopensthedrawernexttohissideofthebed

andtakesoutaredvelvetbox."Openit"He



smiles.

Istilldon'tknowhowtoreact,Ilookatthepear

shapediamondringthenIlookathim then

backattheringbeforemytearsstarts

streamingdownmyface.

"Yes!"Thatcameoutasawhisper,Inodmy

headrapidly,"Yes!Iwillmarryyou"Isaylouder

thistime.

Heputaringonmyfinger.

Hegetsontopofmeandattacksmewitha

passionatekiss,sendingsensationsallover

mybody."Thankyou"Hekissesmyforehead.



"Ican'twaittowifeyou"Hekissesmynosethis

timethenhepecksmylips,"Iloveyou"Hesays

withawidesmile.

"Wearegettingmarried"Isaynotbelievingmy

ownwords.

"Iwantedtomakeitromanticlatertonightbut

youknowyourpussypower"Hewinks.

Ipunchhim playfully"Thisisperfect,Iloveyou

too"Hewipesmytearsusinghisthumb.

"Stopcryingandlet'sgoandfeedmyson"

"I'm nothungry"I'm overthemoonIevenforgot

there'ssomethingcalledfood.



Iwanttolayhereandstareatmyringuntilit

sinksinthatI'm marryingsomeoneItrulylove

notformoneyormyownbenefitsbutI'm

deeplyinlovewithhim ,he'saboneofmy

bones.

"Iknowyou'renothungrybutmysonishungry

sogetup"Hepullsmyhand,whenwewalk

outsidetheroom there'srosepetalseverywhere

leadingustowherewegoing.

Ilookathim waitingforananswersbuthe

avoidseyecontact."What'sgoingon?"Iask

him aswewalkdownthestairs.

Hesetuptworedandwhitecushionsonthe

floor,there'srosesandnicemusicplayingat



thebackground."Ah!Babythisisbeautiful"I

can'tholdmytearsanylonger.

"Anythingformyfiancée"

"Ilovethesoundofthatandeverythinglooks

delicious"I'm droolinglikeababy.

"Ithoughtyouwerenothungry"Hesayslooking

atmeeating,leavemealone!

"I'm joking.Babythankyouforlettingmelove

you"

"Thankyouforlovingme"Isay,"AndI'm going

tolietoKhumoandsaywe'recelebratingmy

engagementwhileitsherbridalparty"Iadd



saying.

"Don'texpectasurpriseweddingfrom meyou

shouldseehowstressedisThato"Heshakes

hishead.

"Thisallbeautiful,surpriseweddingandour

engagement"Ismile

Heraisehisglassoforangejuice."ToUs"He

saysandweclick,clickourglasses.

Ijustrememberedsomething!

"So...didyoufindoutaboutmycrush?"Igulp

myjuice.



"YahbutThatothinksIshouldn'tkillhim"My

heartdrops.

"Whydoyouwanttokillhim?"Iask

"Hemadeyousuckhisdick"Iam nottellinghim

thatIofferedtosuckhissmallpenis.

"Iwon'tkillhim don'tworry"whew!!

Heflashasmile,cute.

CHAPTER47

KutloanoiswearinghisbikerjacketwhenI

comeoutoftheshower."Iwanttohaveyoubut

Ihavetogobecausetheguysarealready

waitingforme"HesayswhenIdropmytowel



onthefloor.

"Younevergetenough!"Isaychuckling.

"Youshouldtasteyourownpussythenyouwill

knowwhyInevergetenough"Herespondwith

awink.

"Yousuchanidiot!"Ichucklesittinginfrontof

themirrormoisturisingmysoftskin.

"Someyoungladycalledonthelandlinelooking

forBaitumetsi"Hesaysshakinghishead.

Iturnfacinghim ,Iclaspmyhandsonmylap.

"Whatdidshesay?"Iaskinterested.



Hesmiles"Shesaidtheyarefriendsandshe's

beentryingtogetholdofhim ,shehangup

quicklythough"

HambaBaitumetsi,yesss!

"YouneedtogetgoingKutloanoyou'reholding

meback"Isaytohim.

Hegrabshisbagsandthenkissesmylips."See

youtomorrow,takecareofyourself"Hesays

thenhewalksout.

"Iloveyou"Ishoutafterhedisappearedonthe

door.

"Iloveyoutoomuntuwami"Heshoutsback.



Meandtheladiesarereadyforthenight,I'm

happythisiscomingtoanendbecauseitwas

reallyhardhidingitfrom Khumoespecially

tonightsinceshehassomanyquestions.

Wejustgottotheclubandwerequestedthat

theDJplaysallKhumo'sfavouritesongs.

She'ssoexcitedinhermindwearecelebrating

myengagementwhenthetruthisitsherbridal

party."Bluelagoonpleaseinawineglass"says

LindiwhenwesettleinaVIPsection.

TheyhaveL-couches,bluelights,aglasstable

andthemusicisthrobbingupanddowninthis

room.



"I'm sorryma'am butweonlyservethatin

shots"saysthewaitertoLindi.

Lindishoothim alook"IknowthatbutI'm

sayingIwantitinawineglass"

Thewaiterclearshisthroatbeforeheleaves

thencomesbackwitheverythingwe'veordered.

I'm havingavirgincocktailwithKhumoand

Katlegoishavingchickenwingsfrom

Woolworthsthatsheboughtonourwayhere,I

don'tblamehershe'sthenextonetopopout

herbaby.

"Mysong!"KhumoscreamswhentheDJplays

RihannaMandown,I'm guessinghe'snow

playingtheplaylistwerequested.



Shegetsupandheadtothedancefloor,that

halfaglassofwineLindiforcedhertodrinkis

alreadyinhersystem.She'sshakingherhips

anddancinglikeaJamaicanlady.

"WhyarewestillsittingherewhenKhumohas

alreadyopenedthedancefloorforus?"Sipho

saysthenhegulpdownhisdrinkquicklyand

joinKhumo,wealljoinin.

Idon'tknowwhenSiphoturnedintoRihanna

buthe'stwerkinganddancingjustlikeherto

PouritUpbyRihanna,I'm doingthescreaming

mostlytogivethem motivation.

"Yesssssbitch!!"Weallscream whenLindi

dancesontopofthetablelikeastripper,



dammmnnnn!

Shemovesherhipsleftandrightsexuallythen

shecrawlsonthetablearchingherback,she

raiseherlegintheair,Idon'tknowwhatisthis

dancemovecalledbutIstanaQueen!

ThehighlightofthenightthoughisKamina

vogueing,yaaasssqueen!

SheisjoinedbySiphoandMbaliwhoarethe

professionalsofthisthingespeciallySipho,he

shouldvogueinatheatreroom atwork,haha!

Refilweissodrunkshecan'teventalk,Zamais

thetypethatexpressherfeelingswhenshe's

drunkandKhumolosthershoesnowshe's

barefoot.



WeareatatattooparlourandSiphoisgetting

inkedandbecomingourofficialmember."I

wantdickinmymouthtonight"Hescreamsas

theneedlestartsdrawinghisskin.

Am Inotlaughingmyassoff?Idon'tcarewho

sayswhatbutmyfriendsaregoalsandyour

friendsarefoes!

Weareinacaranddrivingtothehotel,itbeen

awildnightandKhumokeepsayingshewants

herbridalpartytobewildliketonight,ifonly

sheknew!!!!

"YouknowguyseversinceIwasyoungIhada

lowselfesteem butsinceyouguysbecamea

partofmeI'm confidentandhappywithmyself"



Zamasays.Ifonlysheknewhowgorgeousshe

is.

"Girlllyou'rebeautifuldon'teverdoubtthatand

ifsomeonemakesyoudoubtthatthencancel

them"Lindigulpsherdrink.

"Wealllaugh."IsLuyolostillcheating?Ifeellike

grabbingsomeone'sballstonight!"That'sLindi

foryou.

"No,nohe'sagoodboy.Ihadcinnamilkthe

othernightandhewasscreaminglikeacow

boyallnightlong"shesaysdancing,shewants

togetpregnantagainthisone.

Whenwegettothehotelwehadtoforce

Khumotogotobedsowecanpreparefor

tomorrow.



Tomorrowistheday!

CHAPTER48

Khumolookedsobeautifulinherwedding

dresstoday,thewholeweddingisjustbeautiful

I'm evengettingideasforminestoo.

Shehaschangedintoasatindresswithan

openbackandherbellybumpisvisible,they

aresuchabeautifulcouplewithThato.Khumo

lookshappy,youcanjustseeitinhereyesand

hersmilesaysitall.

Weareatthereceptionnowwhichisatthe

boatandthere'sjournalisteverywheretryingto

takepicturesaswearrive.



ThisfamilyiswellknownandsuccessfulsoI'm

notsurprise,Kutloanoownsamultimillionaire

companyandThatorecentlyopenedhisown

hospitalandnowhisrestaurantseemsfamous

thesedays.

Thespeechesareonrightnowandthestories

Kutloanoistellingarehilarious.From thetime

theygrewuptowhenThatometKhumo.

Thato'smotheristoohappyandbabblingaway

duringherspeechnotforgettingshe'scrying,

she'ssoclassyandbeautiful.

ThatosurprisedKhumobygivingherhis

restaurant,yes!She'snowtheownerofHinata,

thatwhatistherestaurantiscalled.



She'scryinghereyesoffIdon'tblameher

though,Thatoreallypulledoffwitheverything.

Iwalkoutsidetogetsomeair,seabreezeis

kissingmyfaceandI'm listeningtogoodmusic

playinginside."Whyismydaughterinlaw here

allalone?"Ipickmyheadupandit'sKutloano's

motherinherwhitedresswithalongslit.

Shestilllooksyoungandfreshforherage.

Ismile"Ineededsomeairma"Irespondand

shecomesandsitnexttome.

"I'veneverhadachancetotalktoyoubutI'm

gladyou'rebecomingpartofussoon,atleast

we'llhaveasoftieunlikeKhumo"shesmilesat

me.



"That'swhyKutloanocallsherChun-Li"weboth

laugh,IglanceatherIcannotignorehow

exquisitesheis.

"She'sveryspecialincludingyou,youboth

changedmysonstobettermen"shesaysandI

blush.

"ThankyouLondeka,I'veneverseenKutloano

thishappy,smilingandlaughingyouareagem"

Sheholdsmyhand.

"Ididn'tdonothingreallyma,hefoundhimself

andhealedfrom thepastnothingmuch"

"Ifyouwerenotholdinghishandhewasn't

gonnagothroughthatjourney,stopbeing



modern"sheslapsmythighlaughing.

"MaybeIshouldtakesomecredit"Isaythen

sheattacksmewithahug,hercologneis

expensivesheevenrubbeditoffme.

"Nowgetupsoyoucanfeedmygrandson,

don'tsitherealone"shesaystakingmyhand

andwewalkbackin,everyoneisatthedance

floornowandhavingtimeoftheirlives.

"Comelet'sdance"Baitumetsiofferswitha

smile.

"Ican'tdancewenaIhavetwoleftfeet"He

placesmyhandonhisshoulder.



"Followmyleadandjustlookintomyeyes"He

placesmyhandonhislowerback.

BaitumetsiisayounggentlemanandIcan't

waittoseehim takeoverthemodellingindustry

becausehe'simpressive.

Hisblondehairandnoseringsuiteshim andhe

smellsamazing."Sohowareyoufeelingabout

relocating?"Iaskhim aswedance.

HeisrelocatingtoNewYorkforfiveyears.

Hesmiles"I'm nervousbutyouknowmymom

she'scomingwithme,shesaidshewillstayfor

amonth"Hesays.



I'm notthatbadwiththedancing.

"Really?She'soverprotectivewhenitcomesto

herchildren"IsaybeforeBaitumetsican

respondKutloanotapshisshoulderandasksto

dancewithme.

Ismileandtakehishand.

"Youlookbeautiful"Healsosmellsamazingas

alwayswiththeaddedsmellofwhiskey,he's

notdrunkthough.

"Thankyou.Youlookdeliciousandreadytobe

devouredbyme"Ireply

Hereallylooksamazingevenladiesareeyeing



him.Hetrimmedhisbeardperfectlyandhishair

isfreshlycut.

"Wannagofindaroom andtaste?I'vebeen

cravingyouallday"He'shornyasalways.

"Ithoughtyou'dneverask"

Hesmilesthenhetakesmyhandasheleads

theway.

I'm goingtohaveatasteofmyman.

I'm sogladthatthisdayendedwithoutany

drama,Khumohasbeenthroughalotshe

reallydeservedallofthistoday.

CHAPTER49



KUTLOANO

ShewantedtospeakbutIplacedmyfingerover

herlipsbeforeusingittoliftherchin.Welock

eyesandsheslowlyleanstowardsmeandIdo

thesame,ourlipsslowlytouch.

Iplacemyhandbehindherheadanddeepens

thekiss.Thekissstartsslowlyanditstartto

getheated.Wegetupandwenttotheroom to

finishoffwhatwe’dstartedbeforedozingoffin

eachother’sembrace.

Iwakeupwithabangingheadache,Idon'teven

remembergettingbackherebutIremember

howfreakymywomanwaslastnight.



Shelookedsobeautifulinherdressyesterday

atthewedding,Icouldn'ttakeoffmyeyesfrom

her.Itlikethepregnancyismakinghereven

morebeautifulwhichiswhyweshouldmake

sixmorebabies.

Londekaispeacefullyasleeponmychest,I

can'tmovebecauseshe'llwakeupsoIreach

formyphonewithmyrighthand.

IthasbatteryonlybecauseIdidn'treallyusemy

phoneyesterday,itwasagloriousoccasion.

"Goodmorning"Shesmiles.Whowouldn’twhen

theywokeuptothesoundoftheirLove’svoice.

Sheyawnsclearingherface.



"Goodmorningbaby"Iwhisper.

Myvoicehuskywithsleepandahintoflust.

RollingoverItakeinthebeautifulsightbefore

me.Shelaysonherside,thethinsheetdrape

overherhips.

"Iloveyou"Iwhisperconfessingandhereyes

lightenupbeforesheblinkstwice.

"Iloveyoutoo"Sherespondsthenshegetsup

from thebedheadingtotoilet,naked.

"Youremembertonightyou'recomingwithme

tothiseventwehaveatworkright?"Isaymore

likeremindingher.



Shecomesoutofthebathroom witha

toothbrushinherhand."Event?Younevertold

meanythingaboutthat"shesaysandIfrown.

Ishrugmyshoulders"Iremembertellingyou,it

doesn'tmatteryou'restillcomingwithme"I

respond.

"Idon'thavesomethingtowear"Sheresponds,

veryfunnyLondeka!

"Wecandotheshoppinglatertodaythendon't

worryaboutthat"Iknowshedoesn'twantto

comewithme,fewweeksagoshewas

complainingaboutmystaff.

ShesaidIhirepeoplefortheirlookswhichis

nottrue,thepregnancyismakingherinsecure.



Shedoesn'trespondbutshegoesbacktothe

bathroom thenpopsoutherheadafterfew

seconds."I'm takingashower,areyou

coming?"SheasksandIgiveheragrin.

We'veshoweredandgotuptosomefun.We

walkdownthestairshandinhandwefind

everyonealreadyhavingbreakfastonlyKhumo

andThatoarenothere."Youguysareanhour

late"saysLindipointingatuswithabutterknife.

KhumoandLindiareviolentandthenLondeka

istheangelicone.

Welaughbeforewejoinonthetable."Thato

andKhumoaretrendingeverywhere.Theyare

likeournewSolangeKnowlesandAllan



Ferguson"saysKaminagoingthroughher

phone.

"Whyyouhaveyourphoneisinyourhands

firstly?"Thapelo

"Ohshit!"Kaminasayslookingatherphone

screen.

"What'sgoingon?"AskZama,Ifinallyknow

thesegirlsbynames.

KaminapassesthephonetoZama,shelooks

atherscreenwithhermouthwideopenbefore

shelooksatLondeka.

"Whyyou'relookingatmelikethat?What's



goingon?"LondekaasksandIcantellshe's

anxious.

Zamaclearsherthroat"it'snothing,just

picturesfrom thewedding"shefakeasmile,I

cantellshe'slying.

Noweveryoneonthistablewantstoknow

what'sgoingon."KaminaandZamacanItalk

toyouguysprivately"Isay,Ineedtofindout

what'sgoingon.

Theygetupfrom theirchairsandIfollowthem

behind."What'sgoingon?"Iasklookingatthem

straightintheeye.

"Nothingisgoingon"Kamina



"Idon'tlikepeoplewholietomyfaceKamina

theymakemeitch"Irespond.

ShegivesmeherphonethenIlookatthe

screenthenbackather."Wheredidyouget

this?"Iask

"It'sallovertheinternetKutloano"sheresponds

stuttering.

Shit!

"Londekashouldn'tfindoutaboutthis!"Isay

pacingupanddown.

"Findoutaboutwhat?"Ihearhervoicesaysand

weturnfacingher.



CHAPTER50

Istandinthemiddleoftheroom waitingforan

answer."Soyouguyscan'ttalknow?"Iaskwith

myhandsonmyhips.

KaminagivesmeherphoneandKutloanoshot

heralook,sheshrugsbeforesheplayswith

herhands.

Ilookatthem onebyonebeforeIlookatthe

phonescreenandsuddenlymyworldstarts

spinningaround.

"FAMOUSMODELFIKILEZIKALALARETURNS

FROM DEATH.



Thefamousmodelwasspottedatthe

Khuzwayoweddingyesterdayinhershortwhite

dresslookinglikeanangel.

"Ididn'tdie,Ihadtohidefrom myenemiesall

theseyearsandI'm backtotakebackmy

throne"shesaidwithasmile.....Readmore"The

articlereads,I'm frozenandIdon'tknowhow

toreact.

Whatthroneisshetalkingabout?IfKutloanois

thethronethenshemustgoplaywithants

becauseshehassomethingcomingherway.

IlookatKutloano"Soyouknewaboutthis?Did

youinviteherattheweddingsothatthewhole

worldwouldknowyourgirlfriendisback?"Iask

withatremblingvoice.



Hehissdryly"Youarebeingridiculousrightnow

Londeka,Idon'tknowanythingaboutthisor

Fikile"

Ilaughmockingly"Wena!Youdon'tknow

anythingthat'snew"Idon'tknowwhenKamina

andZamalefttheroom butitonlyhim andI

here.

"Don'ttouchme,don't!"Ipushhim backmaking

him stumble.

"Soyou'remadatmeforsomethingIdon't

knowabout?Ididn'tknowFikilerosefrom

deathLondekabutwhatIknowisthatIam

madlyinlovewithyou"



"STOPLYING!"Iyell

"Don'traiseyourvoice,whyumemezaengathi

ngideaf?"Alright,alrightletmestaycalm

beforehellbreaksloose.

Itakeadeepbreath"Idon'twanttohavethis

conversationwithyou.Youshouldcheckon

yourgirlfriendshewaspregnantwhensheleft,

remember?"

Heswallowsandblinkscarefully.

"Londeka..."Hestutters

"I'm hungry,IwanttoeatbutatthesametimeI

wanttokillyouandeatyouKutloano"Isayto



him.

Hesmiles,"Wozala"Heopenshisarmsand

sillymeIthrowmyselfonhischestcrying.

"Idon'tknowwhyyou'reworryingyourselfbaby,

Ihonestlydon'tknowanythingaboutthis,I

didn'tevenknowshewasattheweddingand

howshewasabletoattendbutI'llgettothe

bottom ofthis.JustbecauseFikileisback

doesn'tmeanitwillchangeanything,I'm still

marryingyouandIwanttogrowoldwithyou

andnooneelse"Heassuresme,"Iloveyou"He

adds.

"Iloveyoutoo"Iquietlysay.

Idon'tknowifthisisoneofthechallengeswe'll



havetogothroughtogetherbutI'm soweakfor

allofthisreallysoI'm justgoingtositbackand

letKutloanodealwithit.

Idon'tknowmuchaboutFikileandKutloano's

relationship,allIknowisshediedfrom acar

bombwhenshewaspregnantwithKutloano's

baby.

Thisisalltoomuch...

"Let'sgoandeatsowecangoshopping"He

sayskissingthetopofmyhead.Idon'teven

feellikegoingwithhim tonight.

"Idon'twanttogo,I'm surethemediawillwant

tohearfrom youaboutFikile"Isay



"IhavenothingtodowithFikile,you'remy

fiancéesoyouarecomingwithmeLondeka"

Hesayswithafirm tone.

"ButKutloano..."

"Wearenothavingthisconversation"Hetakes

myhandandweheadbacktothetablewithmy

longface.

"Areyouokay?"ZamaasksmeandIgivehera

fakesmilenodding.

"Tonightweareallgoingtotheeventat

Kutloano'swork,doyouhavealcoholboss?"

Lindi



Kutloanoshakeshisheadlaughing."Wehave

alcoholLindi"Heresponds.

"Andifthismodelofyoursshowsuptonightor

shetriesfunnybusinesswithmysisterthenyou

willbailmeout,Ihopewe'reclear"Lindiagain

Whatifshereallyshowsup?Shelookslikethe

typewholovesattentionandspotlightsowhat

willstopher.

"Noteverythingisaboutthisgirlnow,yoh!"

Keletsosays,"Idon'tknowbutthere's

somethingfishyaboutallofthisandKutloano

weneedtofindoutaboutit"Headds

"Wehadaguestlistattheweddingsohowwas

sheabletoattend?"Kamo



Nooneknows.

CHAPTER51

"Londekahurryup,we'realreadylate"Kutloano

complainsputtingonhisblazer.

Idon'tknowwhyhe'sfussingbecausethis

nightisabouthim ,lateornotpeoplewillwait

forhim.

"I'm almostdone"Isayfixingmylipstick.My

makeuplooksgreatespeciallymyhighlightand

lashes.

Imanagetofindadressthatmakesmelookas



sparklyandashappyasIfeelwithatouchof

monochromeearrings.

"Idon'tlikeallofthis"Kutloanosays,looking

aroundthehotelballroom.

"Whatdoyoumean?Iloveeverythinghere,

boss"Icounter,Ilovethesetup,veryelegant

andscreamsKutloanobutwhatIdon'tlike

thoughit'sflashy.

ForsomereasonsIfeelliketheyareoverdoing

thiswholeparty,it'smorelikeMetGalaand

there'sredcarpettoo.

Kutloanoplaceshishandonmybarebackand

pullmeclosetohim "Ifyou'renotcomfortable

letmeknowandwewillgo,okay"Hesayswith



hisfacefewinchesawayfrom mines.

Thecamerasoundstellsmewewillbeallover

theinternetandpaperstomorrowmorning.

Inodwithasmileonmyfaceandhepecksmy

lips.WhenIlookaroundIspotMbaliandLindi

walkinginandwanderingaroundwiththeireyes

,LindiisholdingLungacloselybesideher.

"Okay!Iseeyouguysmatchingandlooking

cute"MbalisaystoKutloanoandIaswehug.

"Whereisthebararoundhere?"Lindisays

withoutgreetingandLungagivesheralook.

"Ijustwantwaterbaby"Shesayskissing



Lunga'scheek,shereallythinkswegonna

believetheselies.

WhenawaiterwalkspassLindiisthefirstone

totakeaglassofchampagne."Ithoughtyou

wantedwater"Lungasaysraisinghiseyebrows.

Iwanttolaughsobad."Kutloano'scompany

boughtallofthisalcoholsowecandrinkit,we

can'twasteitbaby"Sherespondsgulpingher

glass.

"Itwasonlythisglass"SheaddswhenLunga

givesheralookthatevenscaredme.

Kutloanohadtogoandattendsomepeopleso

LungaandLangodecidedtogostandbythe

bar.



Everyoneisherenowthecomradesandthe

guysandthisisalovelynight.

WhenKutloanojumpsonstageeveryonegives

him aroundofapplauseandasmileonhisface

includinghisdimplesappears.

Helooksgreatinhistuxedoactuallyhe'scrazy

hotandIcouldhavewageredthateverywoman

inthisroom hasaneyeonhim.

Heclearshisthroat"Ifeelspecial"Hejokingly

saysandlaughsfollows,Kutloanohasaway

withpeople.

"FirstlyI'dlovetothankeveryoneforcomingto

celebrateKhuzwayoInvestmentstonight,I



wasn'treallypreparedforthis"Hechuckles,"I'd

lovetothankmystaffforbeingsohardworking

honestlywithoutyouguysmycompany,our

companywouldn'thavebeennumberone

biggestcompanyinSouthAfricasothankyou

somuch"Everyoneputtheirhandstogether

thenitgoessilentlyagain.

"AndlastlyI'dlovetothankmyfiancéefor

joiningustonight"Hewinksatmydirectionand

nowalleyesareonme.

Am Inotblushing?PSH..he'smakingmeflush

onmyself.

"That'sit,enjoytherestofthenightanddrink

responsibly"Hesaysthenhegetsoffstageand

everyonecontinueswithwhatevertheywere

doing.



"Londekadon'tlookbutFikileishere"says

Zama.

Ilookaroundsearchingforher."Isaiddon't

lookwena!"Shesays,myeyescan'tfindher

anyways.

"IfshetriesanythingsnaaksIdon'twant

anyoneholdingme"Lindi

MyeyessearchforKutloanoandIfindhim in

thecrowdwithhisboyshavingagoodlaugh,

oureyesmeetandhewinksatmelickinghis

lowerlipsoIquicklylookaway.

Lindiwenttothetoilet.



SomeonepatsmyshoulderandIturnaround,

Fikile'sfacemeetswithmines,hercheap

colognesuffocatesme.

I'm notbeingspicymaybemysondoesn'tlike

her,I'm pregnantandverysensitivewhenit

comestosmells."Excuseme!"Isaycalmly.

"YoumustbeLondeka?"Sheflipsherhair,

"You'renotbad"Shegivesmeanodofapproval.

Veryfunny!

Iturnaroundignoringherbutshepatsmy

shoulderagainsoIturnfacingher,mygirlsare

readytoturnherintoachickendust,onewrong

moveshe'sgone!



"Iwasstilltalkingtoyou"

"AndIdon'twanttotalktoyousoletmeloose"

Irespondbutshelaughsmockingly.

Idon'tknowwhereLindicamefrom butshejust

spinkickedFikilewithoutevenaskingwhat's

goingon.

Shejumpsontopofher"Idon'tcarewhat

happenedbetweenyouandKutloanobutdon't

comeatmysisteryoulittlebitch!"Shescreams

slappingFikilewho'stryingtodefendherselfon

thefloor.

Idon'tgetpeoplereallyinsteadofstoppingthe

fighttheyhavetheirphonesoutrecording,



KutloanoandLungacomesrunning.

Lindiisscreamingandpunchingtheairwhile

Lungaisholdingherback.

"Kutloanongiyeka!Thatbitchisdisrespectful"

Fikilescreams.

Kutloanoisreallylettinghergo,hahahashe

looksshockedbythis.

Idon'tknowhowLindiescapedLunga'stight

gripbutshejustspinkickedFikileagain.

Idon'tknowwhyI'm laughingcausethisis

seriouswhenLungaholdsbackLindi,Kamina

pullsupFikilewithherweave."What'syour



problem?"Kaminaasksher

Whenshedoesn'trespondtwoslapslandson

herface,hawu!

"Thapelotakeyourwoman"Lunga,Thapelo

raisehishandsintheairasasignofhewon't

intervene.

There'ssecurityeverywhereandtheytakeaway

Fikileandwearealsoleavingnowbecauseall

eyesareonus,Iwonderwhatthepaperwillsay

aboutthis.

Weallgetononeelevator,there'ssilencewhen

LuyolostartslaughingIdon'tknowuhlekanibut

I'm laughingwithhim.



"Whathappenedguys?"Heasksstilllaughing.

"Lindijustappearedfrom nowherewithaspin

kick"Mbali

Somanypeoplearemissinginourteam today

andIcan'twaittosharethiswiththem.

"Lindiwhydidyouspinkickher?"Langolaughs.

"ShewastalkingtoLondeka"Shereplies,you

shouldseehowangryisLunga.

"SoyoudecidetoturnintoJetLibecauseshe

wastalkingtoLondeka?"Langoismakingthis

worse.



"Whyshewastalkingtoher?Youguysare

makingmeangry"Shesaysandweburstout

laughing.

Wejumpofftheelevatorandthere'sthis

paparazzihere.IhaveKutloano'sblazerover

myshoulder.

Wegettothecarparkingandjumpinourcars

anddriveoffseparately.

CHAPTER52

KUTLOANO

IfixmyblazerfirstbeforeItakeaseatopposite

Fikile,shestilllooksbeautifullikethefirsttime

Imetherattheclubinhershortdress.



Shestaresatmeblinking"I'vebeenwaitingfor

yourcall"shesayswithawidesmile.

"Youcaretotellmewhatthehellisgoingon

Fikile?"

Sheadjustherchairstaringatme"Ididn'tdie

Kutloano"Shesaystryingtotouchmyhandbut

Ishotheralook.

"Whereismychild?"

Sheclearsherthroat,"Iwas...wasnot

pregnantitwasallfake"shestrugglestosay

playingwithherhands.



Whatthefuck?

Ilaughscornfully"Really?Caretoexplainthat

hugebellyyouhadFikile?"Iaskher,my

temperatureisrising.

"KutloanoIjusttoldyouitwasfake,Iwanted

morefrom youandyoucouldn'tgivemethatso

thepregnancywasthekeytoyourheart"she

sayshittingthetable.

"YourfatherfoundoutandhesaidifIwanthim

tokeepthesecretImustsleepwithhim ,Ihad

nochoicesowesleptthat'swhenIgot

pregnant.Itoldhim andhesaidIshould

disappearbecauseifyoufindoutaboutthisyou

would'vekilledme"shecontinuessaying.



Anotherone,itwasthatpsychoZodwanowit

Fikile.Mlamulimadesureheleavesamark

aftersleepingwithourwomen,IfIcouldI'd

wakehim upfrom hisgraveandthenkillhim

again.

"WhatmakesyouthinkIwon'tkillyounow?"I

askherlookingstraightinhereyes.

Sheblinksrapidly"I'm notheretofightwithyou

butI'm heretostartovermylifeagain,youwill

neverlovemeI'veacceptedthat"

"Sinceyouknowthatthenwhyyoutried

attackingmywoman?"Iangrilyask.

"WhatshehasthatIdon'thave?Iwastherefor

youallthetimeKutloano!"Sheyellsand

everyonearoundtherestaurantlooksatus.



"Whatareyoulookingat?"Sheshouts,I'm

leavingthisplace!

"Kutloano!"ShecallsmehurryingaftermeandI

turnback.

"Juststaythefuckawayfrom meFikilebeforeI

dosomethingImightregret,Imadeapromise

tomywomanthatIwillneverkillagainsodon't

pushme"

Shelooksstunned"Haha!younotkillingvery

funny"shelaughsmockingly.

"Onedaywhenyoumeetsomeoneyoutruly

loveyouwillchangewillinglyandIreallyhope

youfindsomeonewholovesyouFikile"Isayto



her.

Hertearsstartsstreamingdownherface

"Wow!"Thatallshemanagestosay,"Youreally

loveherhuh?"

"I'm notabouttodiscussthatwithyousince

youwantafreshstartthengoodluckbutstay

thefuckawayfrom me"Isaywalkingaway

from her.

Igetinacaranddrivebackhome,Ifeelguilty

forevenmeetingupwithFikilebutatthesame

timeIneededclosure,Iwantedtoknowwhat

happenedevenafterIgotwhatIwaslooking

forbutIstillfeelasifit'snotenough.

Iwasfallinginlovewiththiswoman,Icriedand



grievedforherbutshewassomewhereina

countrylivinglavish.

"Baby"IshoutwalkinginsideLondeka'shouse

butIdon'tgetaresponse,Ishoutagainand

sheappearsfrom thekitchen.

"Ithoughtyouwerecomingbacklaterfrom

work"shesayspeckingmylipsthenshelooks

intomyeyes.

"Youcaretotellmewhat'sgoingon?"She

poursmeaglassofwhiskeyandhandittome

beforeweboththrowourbodiesonacouch.

Itakeasipfrom myglassbeforeIplaceitona

table"ImetupwithFikiletoday"Iconfessand

herfacefalls.



"Oh!"That'sallshesays.

"It'snotlikethatIjustwantedtoknowwhat

happenedreallyandIgotmyanswerssoItold

hertostayaway"she'snotbuyingthis.

Shenods"Sodidyoushesayanythingabout

thechild?"Ohshewantstoknowaboutthat.

Ichuckle"itwasnotmines,shesleptwith

Mlamuli"IgulpdownmyglassbeforeIgetup

torefill.

Shegasp"UbabakaBaitumetsi?Whyyour

fatherwasbusysleepingwithyourgirlfriends.

FirstitwasThatonowthis!!"Sheclapsonce.



Ishrugmyshoulders"Idon'tknow,Idon'teven

knowwhattodo"

"Didyoufindoutaboutthechildoryouallowed

yourangercontrolyou?"Sheasksme,sheonly

caresaboutthischild.

Ishakemyheadindisagreement"myanger

didn'tcontrolmeIjustdidn'twanttoknow"

"Bullshit!"Shesays,Igiveheralook,"Okay

sorrybutreallyKutloano?Thatkidmustknow

hisorherfamilyjustlikeBaitumetsi.Thechild

can'tsufferbecauseofhermother'ssins"She

says.

Isigh"Idon'twanttotalkaboutthisLondeka"I



saytoher.

"Shametoobadwearetalkingaboutit

tomorrowyoumustfindoutaboutthiskidnaye

deservestobeintroducedtoyourancestorslike

otherKhuzwayochildren"Shemakessense.

"Thisishard..."Isay

"Itshardbecauseyouthoughtthischildwas

yoursorhurtyoubecauseyourex-girlfriend

sleptwithyourfather?"

"ComeonLondeka!FirstlyMlamuliisnotmy

fathersostopsayingthat"

"I'm sorrybutthinkaboutwhatIjustsaidtoyou,



thisisnotaboutyouorFikilebutthechildand

don'teventhinkaboutkillingFikile"

Ismileather"comehere"Isayopeningmy

armsforherandshethrowsherselfonmy

chestlisteningtomyheartbeat.

"IloveyouMaQwabe"Ikissthetopofherhead.

"Iloveyoutoobaby"Shewarmsmyheart.

CHAPTER53

I'm sonervousaboutthismeetupwithFikile,I

don'tknowwhyKutloanowantsmetotagalong

Icanfeelmyhearthammeringagainstmy

chestasweapproachFikileandherdaughter

who'salmostBaitumetsi'sagesittingacross

therestaurant."Babystopstressing"Kutloano

squeezesmyhand.



"YoumustbemeoutofyourmindifyouthinkI

willsitonthesametablewithher"Fikilesays

dramaticallyhittingthetable.

Kutloanohiss"FikileIthoughtwespokeabout

this,don'tpressmybuttons"Sowearealready

startingonawrongfoot,great!

Itakeaseatlookingattheyoungbeautifulgirl

wholookslikethereplicaofRefilwe,asmuch

asMlamuliwasevilbuthehadbeautifulgenes.

Istilldon'tunderstandwhyhewasgoing

aroundmarkingotherpeople'sterritories.

Fikileclearsherthroat"Thisisyoursister"she

saysspitefulwithasmirk,"HernameisKamva"

shecontinuessaying.



Kamvameansfuture,beautifulname.

KamvaisonherphoneandI'm sureshecan't

evenhearawordwe'resaying,shehaslong

curlyweave,Istilldon'tknowhowpeoplemake

thatbabyhair,niceglossylipsandhermakeup

looksgreat.

WhenIwasherageIwasworriedaboutmy

perm andIwasKhumo'schildwheneverwe

wereplayinghouses,shelovedbeingamother

weallknowthereasonsright?Shealwaysloved

sexthatone.

"Iseeyoudidn'tteachhersomerespect,I'm

notsurprisedthoughlikemotherlikedaughter"

Kutloanosaysrubbinghischin.



"Bothofyouarereallyannoying,wearenot

hereforyourpettybullshitbutweareherefor

Kamva"Isay,Idon'tknowwhereIgottheliver

tospeakoutbutIreallydeserveachicken

Burger.

Kamvapicksherheadupflippingherhair

"You'remorebeautifulinperson,Londeka

Qwabe?"Okayatleastshe'sbubblyandout

spoken,Inodwithasmile.

Hermothershotheralookandsherollsher

eyes"What?Ifollowheroninstagram ,no

wonderbhutiKutloanoleftyou,you'rebitter"

Jesus!Didshejusttalktohermotherlikethat?

Iwould'vebeeninmortuarybynowifthiswas

mymother.



"Don'ttalktomelikethat!"Fikilesaysfirmly.

Kamvatucksherheadin"Orwhat?Youwilltake

myphoneandgroundme?Youreallywantme

tosithereandpretendlikeweareaperfect

motheranddaughter?"Sheasksgrinning.

Kutloanoleansbackonhischairmorelike

enjoyingtheshow.

"Kamvahowdareyoutalkyoutomelikethat?"

Shehitsthetable,thisisreallyawkwardforme.

"Youknowwhat!Idon'thavetimeforallofthis,

bhutiKutloanoIwillcometoyourhouseifyou

reallywantstotalktome"Shegetsupgrabbing

herbackpack.



"Kamvasitdown!"Fikiletalksthroughherteeth

butshejustwalkoff,shehasthemodelbody

typeandherwalkisperfect,NaomiCampbell

mustbeshaking.

There'smomentofsilenceafterKamvaleft.

"Whatwasthatallabout?"Kutloano

Fikilegoesthroughhermenu"Canweorder?

Thepregnantladymustbestarving"shesays

withafakesmile.

Kutloanohiss"Iaskedyouquestion!"Hisvoice

ishighpitchnow,Idon'tlikeallthisattention.

"Wearecurrentlyhavingamisunderstanding,



shewantstobeawriterthat'snotacareerso

I'm totallyagainstit.Iwon'tletherthrowher

futurelikethat"shesays.

"Saysamodel,modellingisaperfect'career'

right?"HahaKutloanocanbeveryshady.

"I'm notsmartlikeherIhadtomakealiving

don'tjudgeme"shesaysdefensive.

"You'rejudgingyourselfhere,youshouldlether

dowhatevershewantstodo,it'sherlife

anyways"Kutloanoresponds.

"Whatdoyouknowaboutchildren?"Sheyells

"Heknowsalotsweetheart"Icomment



"I'm nottalkingtoyou"shegivesmeasharp

eye.

"WellI'm talkingtoyou"

Shescoffs"Youknowwhat!I'm outofhere"she

standsandwalkawayshakingherhipleftand

right.

Kutloanotakesadeepbreath"shelooksso

muchlikeRefilwe"

"...Fikile?"Iaskdumbly

"No,KamvaIthinkIshouldmeetwithThato

soon,he'sbeenunavailablethesedays"Idon't



likethesoundofhisvoice.

ThatoandKhumoarecurrentlyintheirown

bubblewiththeirnewbabiesHikariandRiku.

I'm startingtofeellikeKhumoisoneofthose

hippiepeople.

"Yousoundoffthough"Isaytohim.

"Canwegohome,Ijustwanttobesleep"What?

Kutloanoandsleepingit'sgoingtoraincatsand

dogstoday.

WhenwegettothecarparkingIdrawhim to

myselfandgivehim atighthug."Itlikeeven

whenMlamuliisdeadhestillhasthepower

overme,hechangedmeLondeka.Lookatme

I'm amonster"Hesays



"Ifeellikeitwasamistakekillinghim lookingat

BaitumetsiandKamvamaybetheydeserveda

chancetomeettheirfather"

"YOUKILLEDHIM?DAMNKUTLOANOHOW

COULDYOUDOTHAT?"Iscream andhegently

releasehimselffrom mytightgrip.

Herubshisforehead"Londekathere'ssome

thingsIcan'ttellyouaboutmebecauseyou

won'tseemelikeI'm manenough"Hiseyesare

moist.

"No,no,no..."Iraisemyhandandshakingmy

headindisagreement.

"Londekahephysicallyandsexuallyabusedme

sodon'tyoudarejudgeme!"Heyells



Iblinkindisbelieve,lookingathowhiseyes

lookssoemptyIknowhe'stellingmethetruth.

Istandfrozen.

"Weneedtogo"Hesaysopeningthecardoor

forme,Ijuststareathim withtearsdropping

downmycheeks.

"Kutloano...."

"Justgetinacar"Hesaysnotlookingatme

andIslowlygetinacarwithabiglumpinmy

throat.

Mymindisflashingindifferentdirectionsaswe

aresilentlylisteningtomysniffsandsobs.



Hegulpsdownthewholebottleofwhiskey

whenwegettohishousebeforehechuckles

shakinghishead.

I'm standingbythedoorleaningonthewall

breathingheavily."Kutloano"Icallhim softly.

"Idon'tblameThatofortakinghistimeto

acceptBaitumetsi,ithard.Itlikesomeone

stabbedmerightherebaby"Hesayspointing

hischestwithafadingsmile.

"Icriedforyears,Igrieved,I'veneverfeltso

hopelessinmylifebackthenbecauseIfeltasif

IfailedFikileandmychild!Iwantedtoholdmy

babyagainstmychestwhileshe'scrying,I

wantedtofeedherbutguesswhat?Iwas

cryingforMlamuli'schild,thesamemanwho

killedmyrealfatherforwhat?Hewasgreedy"

Hesaysgulpingthebottleagain.



"Canyoublamemeforkillinghim?Ihadtodo

somethingespeciallysincehewastryingtoruin

ThatoandKhumo'srelationship,hedidn'tonly

rapemebuthedidittoThatoalsoyoucan't

blamemereally"

Iwalkslowlytohim "Don't!Don'tcomecloseto

meLondeka"Ateardropfrom hisrighteye.

"KutloanoIloveyou"Iremindhim withteary

eyes.

Hesighs,"Iknow,trustmeIknowandIlove

youmorethantheworditselfIjustdon'twant

youtocomeclosetome"

"Iwanttoholdyou..."



"...Londeka"I'm alreadyholdinghim tightwhen

hetriestoletgomygripbecomestighteruntil

hegivein.

"Iloveyou"Isaysoftly,"Whateveryou're

battlingwithI'm hereforyou"Iaddsaying.

"Iloveyou"Hestrokesmyhair

CHAPTER54

IstareatKutloanowhoisfastasleep,Istareat

hisbodyIfindmyselfrunningmyeyesthrough

hisbarechest,Icanseetheworrylineinhis

forehead.I'vealwaysknewsomethingwas

eatingKutloanobutIneverthoughtitwasthis

big,Idon'tknowhowhewasabletocarrysuch

baggageforyears.



Ijumpoffthebedheadingtokitchentoget

somewater,IwishIcantakeawalkjustto

clearmyhardbutit'salreadydarkoutside.

Thedoorbellchimesdisturbingmerightafter

gulpingdownmyglassofwater."Kamva!"Isay

openingthedoor.

"TA-DA!"SheshoutsasIopenthedoor.

Istareatherwithagrimace"Whatareyou

doinghere?Inthemiddleofthenight?"

"Youreallywantmetoanswerallthese

questionswhileI'm standingoutside,I'm

freezing"sherepliesgrinningshe'stroublethis

one.



Shestepsinsideconfidently."Doesyourmother

knowsyou'rehere?"Iaskherclosingthedoor

behindme.

Sherollshereyes"Idon'tstaywithher,Istay

withmyfriendsintown"shesays,"Whereis

thekitchenI'm starving?"Sheadds.

Okay,okay,okay

"Thishouseisreallyhuge,I'veonlyseen

houseslikethisonTopBillingyouknow"She

saysopeningthefridge.

Sheturnstome"Youwantasandwich?"Isn't

thissupposedtobeviceversa,Inodanyways

andshestartsmakingasandwichforbothof



usbeforesheplacesmyplateinfrontofme.

"Sowhyareyouhere?"Iaskchewing,she

decidedtoputeverythinginonesandwichbut

it'sniceanyways.

"IfItellyou,youwilllaughatme"shesays

swallowing.

"Iwon'tlaugh"Irespond

"Let'sdoapinkythen"shesaysandwebothdo

apinkypromise.

Shetakesadeepbreath"Igotdumpedtoday

wellmyboyfriendissleepingwithmyfriendI

hadnowheretogo"shesays,howoldisshe



again?Whyissheevendating!

"Saysomethingyou'refreakingmeoutifyou

don'twanttotalkthenblink"Shesays

"Howlongyou'vebeendatingthisboyof

yours?"

Sheshrugs"Threedays,hewashelpingme

withmyblogmaybehethoughtIwasgoingto

spreadmylegsforhim"OhJehovapleasehelp

me.

"What'sgoingonhere?"Kutloanoandweturn

facinghim.He'sstandingtallwithhishandson

hispockets.



"BhutiKutloano.."Kamvasayswithasmile,

"Whydoyoulooksosad?Youshouldhaveice

cream it'sreallygoodwithconsolingand

mendingbrokenhearts"OMG!Ilovethiskid.

IchucklebutKutloanoisnothavinganyofthis.

"Kamvawhatareyoudoinghere?"Heaskswith

afirm tone.

"I'm heretoseemyfatherandhiswife"she

sayswitharuefulsmile,"Butifyoudon'twant

mehereIwillleave"sheaddssayingandher

facefell

Didshesayfather?

"Ithinkitsbetterifyouleave"Kutloanosays

coldly.



Kamva'seyeswidenout"Ohno!WhatifIget

rapedorkidnapped?Youcan'tdothattome"

sheresponds.

"Thedriverwilltakeyouhome"Kutloano

"Doyoutrusthim?Ithoughtyoudon'ttrust

anyonefrom whatI'veheardsohowcanyou

trustthatdriverwithyourowndaughter?"that

line.

"Shutup!"Kutloanoshouts,"Justshutup

Kamvayou'renotmydaughter"Headdsstill

shoutingandbothKamvaandIjumpedinfear.

"I'm yourdaughter"shesayswithathicktone

standingtallrightinfrontofKutloano



confidently.

"IsthatwhatFikiletoldyou?"Helaughs

sarcastically.

Sheshakesherheadindisagreement"No,I

toldmyselfthatyou'refather.Fikileistryingto

spiteyouaboutthatMlamulistory.I'm your

daughter"shesayswithatremblingvoice.

"No,you'renot"Kutloano

"WecangoforDNAtestifthat'swhatyouwant,

Fikileliedsoyoucanstayawayfrom her.She

wasn'tlyingwhenshesaidshewantstostart

overwithherlife"Kamvasays,Idon'tknow

howcanIexplainwhatI'm feelingbutIlovethis

younggirl'sconfident.



"Thebombingwasreal,Mlamuliwasreally

tryingtokillherandwhenhefoundoutshe

didn'tdieandshewassufferingfrom amnesia

heusedher"

"MymotherandIarecurrentlynotseeingeyeto

eyebutI'veseenhersuffering,I'veseenher

lostandtryingtofindherselfagain.Shemight

bebitterbutshe'ssweetatheart"Kamva

continuessayingandshe'scrying.

"Icanseehowyoureyeslookempty,thathow

shelookedyearsago.She'snotreallybackto

fightanyonebutshe'stryingtogetherlifeback

withorwithoutyouDAD!"She'syellingnowand

Kutloanoisstandingfrozenwithtremblinglips.

Sheturnstome"I'm sorryformymother's

behaviorbutI'm sureyouwould'vereactedthe



samewaywhenyouseesomeoneyouwere

onceinlovedwithlovingsomeone"Igetupand

hughertightlyassheswimsinherowntearsin

mychest.

"Ishouldgetgoing"shesayspullingoutfrom

mywarm embrace.

"You'renotgoinganywhere"Isayfirmly

"I'm notneededhere"shesays

"Youalreadyheard,you'renotgoinganywhere"

Kutloanosaysandthenhewalksaway.

"Ishealwayslikethis?"Kamvaaskswitha

smileandIshakemyheadno.



"Doyouthinkhewillacceptme?"

"Givehim time,hewillcomearound"

"He'sscary,Ishoulddumpallmyboyfriends

beforehekillsthem"

Webothburstoutlaughing.

CHAPTER55

Wewakeuptoloudmusic,Kutloanoeyeballs

me."I'm goingtokillthischild!"Hesays

groaning.

"Letmegocheckwhat'sshedoing"Ireply,with

agrin.



Kutloanopullsmeclosetohim andkissesmy

wholeface"STOP!"Isaylaughing.

Kamvapokesherheadinfrom thedoor

"Goodmorning,thesunisshinningbright,birds

arechirpingandbreakfastisready"Shesays

thenclosethedoor.

KutloanolooksatmeandIshrugmyshoulders

laughing"Didshejustdothat?"Kutloanoasks

indisbelief.

Kamvapokesherheadinagain"YesIdidthat,

breakfastisready"Shesayswithasmilethis

timethenshewalksthroughthedoor.

"Ifyouguysdon'twanttocomeforbreakfast



thencoolI'lleateverythingbymyself"shesays

thenleavestheroom.

"She'ssolikeyou,Iloveher"Isaychuckling

andKutloanostaresatme.

"What?Ibelievedherstorywhywouldshelie?"I

askgettingupandputtingonasilkyrobe.

Heshrugs"Idon'tknowwhotobelievesowe'll

doaDNAtest"Hegetsupfrom thebedandwe

bothheaddownstairs.

WefindKamvainthekitchen."Sowhatarewe

havingforbreakfast?"Iaskherwithasmile.

Shedrumsherfingersonakitchencounter"We



arehavingcereal"sheresponds.

IburstoutlaughinguntilI'm intearsand

Kutloanofinallyjoins."It'sgoodtoseeyou

laughing"shesaystoKutloanotakingthree

bowlsmakingcereal.

"Doyoueatcerealwithsugarornot?"Sheasks

usplacingourbowlsinfrontofusaswesettle

onbarstools.

KutloanoandIbothshakeourheadsin

disagreement.

Sheleansonthefridgewithherbowleating,I

didn'tevennoticesheiswearingKutloano'sT-

shirtbutitlookslikeadressonher.



"Iheardyou'rewritertellmemoreaboutthat"

Kutloanosayswithaspooninhishand.

Kamvasmiles"IhaveablogandIwritefiction

andnonfictionstories,Ihavefanswholoves

mywritingbutIhaven'treallyfoundajob"She

says.

"Oh!Howoldareyouagain?"

"I'm 18butmybrainis23,youcanreadmy

storiestheyhavereallynicesexscenesyou

know"Sherespondsandthenholdshermouth

aftersherealisedwhatshejustsaid,"I'm joking

,PSH!Idon'tknowanythingaboutsex"she

addssaying.

Ilaugh"Haveyouthoughtaboutpublishingyour



writing?"Iask

Shehasaverybeautifulsmile"No,Iwantto

workforamagazinefirstthenmaybeIcan

publishmystuff"sheanswerstakingourbowls

andwashingthem.

"Doyouneedhelpwithfindingajob?Icanhelp

youwiththat"Kutloano,Iseewearegoing

somewherehere.

Kamvascoffs"Ohno!Iwanttodoitmyself

don'tworry,Igotthis"shesaysconfidently.

Kutloanosmiles,IthinkheseeswhatIseein

her."GetreadywearegoingforthatDNAtest"

Kutloanogetsupfrom herchair.



"Okaydad"Kamvarespondsgrinningand

Kutloanoturnslookingatherthenheshakes

hisheadandwalkaway.

Shesinksinabarstool"Soyouanddadare

havingsexwithoutacondom?"Sheasks

wigglinghereyebrows.

Iwidenmyeyes"Wheredidyougetthatfrom?"

Iaskslappingherthighs.

"Youareheavilypregnant"

Ihiss"Youareexactlylikehim ,gogetready

beforeweleave"Igetupfrom mychairleaving

herlaughing.



WearedonetakingthetestsandKutloanoisso

nervous,hisheadisinbetweenhislegsaswe

arewaitingfortheresults.

Kamvalaysherheadonhisbacksilently,thisis

suchacuteview.

Thedoctorcallsusback."I'vegottheresultsin

myhand..."

"Cutthebullshitandgetstraighttothepoint"

Kutloanointerject

Thedoctorslowlyunwrapsthepaperthenhe

stealsaglanceatKutloanonervously."Mr

Khuzwayoyouarethefather"Hesays



"YEEEESSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS"

Kamvascreamsinexcitement,"ItoldyouI'm

yoursperm!"Shesaysjumpingupanddown.

Thedoctorlooksatherwithhiseyeswideopen.

"ThankyouSir"Isayshakinghishandleaving.

Kutloanohaven'tsaidawordsinceweleftthe

doctor'soffice,bothofthem infact.

Wejumpinsidethecarandwedrivesilently

untilhedrivesstraighttoPinetown."ohnono!

Pleasedon'ttakemetoFikile"Kamvasaysat

thebackseat.

Sowe'regoingtoFikile'shouse,sigh.

Kutloanoringsthedoorbellwhileclenchinghis

jaw.



Fikileappearslookingelegantinherblackcoat.

"Whatisgoingonhere?"Sheaskslookingatus

onebyone.

"Heknows.."Kamvasays

"Heknowswhat?"Fikileaskswithherchest

movingupanddown.

"You'resuchaBlondiesometimes,heknows

thetruth,Itoldhim everything"Kamva

responds

"Kamvahowcouldyou?"Fikile

"No,nopleasedon'tmakeyourproblemsours.



HedeservetoknowthetruthandIdeservea

fatherfigure"Kamvasayspushingherkindlyso

wecangoinside.

"SowhydidyoulieFikile?"Kutloanoasksher

withapolitetone.

"Youwon'tunderstand.."Shesays

"Mom!Justtellthetruthsowecanallstartover

withourlivesthat'swhatyouwantright?"

Kamva

"MlamuliusedmeKutloano,Iwasweakandhe

tookadvantageofme.Icouldn'tfighthim really

allheeverwantedwastoseeyouandThato

sufferingbecauseyouremindedhim ofMluleki"

Zodwaexplains



"IgetthatandI'm sorryyouhadtogothrough

whatyouwentthroughbutwhywouldyoutryto

hurtmelikethisFikile?"Kutloanoaskedher

Sheshrugs"Iwastryingtospiteyou"she

respondswithtearsstreamingdownherface.

"CanItalktoFikilealone?"IaskandKutloano

looksatme,"Nothingisgonnahappeneddon't

worry"Iassurehim.

Hegetsupkissingmycheek."Iloveyou"He

saysandIsmileathim ,"Asembiwena

maphapha"HesaystoKamvawho'ssmilingear

toear.

Imovefrom thesofaIwassittingonthenIsit



nexttoFikileholdingherhands."Lookatme!"I

begherbutsherefusecrying.

"Please..."Ibegwithmyvoicethistimeandshe

picksherheaduplookingatme.

"Icanseepaininyoureyes,Idon'twhatyou've

beenthroughbutIwantyoutoknowyoucan

overcomeit.Youarestrongerthanyouthink"I

saybrushingherhandssoftly,"Youmighthate

meforwhateverreasonsbutminaIwanttosee

yougettingupfrom yourkneesandstandtall,

takeovertheworldwithyourbeauty.Youare

stillaQueenandIbelieveinyou"Icontinue

saying.

Shetakesadeepbreath"Whyareyoubeing

nicetome?"Sheasks



"Becausewomenarenotsupposedtofightbut

wemustsupportandempowereachother,I

knowwestartedonawrongfootbutwecan

workonthat.Wedon'thavetobefriends"

"NowIseewhyhelovesyou,you'respecial"

shesmiles.

Thisisnotthatbad.

"Youarealsospecialandonedayyouwillfind

lovebutfornowyoushouldworkonyour

relationshipwithKamvaandyourcareer"

"ThankyouLondeka"shesaysattackingme

withahug.



Psychologyiscallingmyname!

CHAPTER56

KUTLOANO

ItslowlysinkinginnowthatIhaveadaughter

andshe'sateenagerwithabubblypersonality

andIalsohaveasonontheway,thisis

excitingandscaryatthesametime.

Idon'tknowwhatLondekasaidtoFikilebutwe

aretryingtocoparentandshe'salsoworkingon

hercareernotthatIcareaboutherreallyafter

sheliedtomeandopenedoldswoundsIdon't

seemyselfassociatingwithher,weonlyhavea

childtogetheranditendsthere.



I'm drivingtoKamva'sflatwithKeletsothere's

nochildofmineswhowillstayattheflat."So

whenwegettherewhatarewegoingtodo?"

Keletsoasksadjustinghisseats.

"I'lltellhertopackhershitandweareleaving,

I'm goingtohaveproblem withthischild"Isay

glancingatKeletso

Heslygrins"Whyyou'resayingthat?Ican'twait

tomeetheralready"Hesaysbrushinghis

handstogether.

"Whenwegottheresultsshescreamedshe's

mysperm ,whatisthat?"Ishakemyhead.

Helaughs"soundslikesomethingyou'dsay"



Ishakemyheadindisagreement"Fuckyou!

Twodaysagoshewokeusupandsaidshe

madebreakfastyouwon'tbelievewhatshe

made"thinkingaboutthismakesmelaugh.

"Shemadeburnttoast?"Hechuckles

Iscoff"No,cereal"Itellhim andheburstout

laughing.

"Soshewokeyouguysupjusttoeatcereal,it's

sonicetoknowthere'sanotherversionofyou"

Hecontinueslaughingwithhisshoulders

movingupanddown.

AsweapproachKamva'sflatweareinvitedby

loudmusic,KeletsolooksatmeandIshrugmy

shoulder.



Weknockthriceonthedoorandthere'sno

response.

Okayfuckthis!IkickdownthedoorandallIsee

isboysandalcoholallthehouse,theyare

havingaparty!

"WherethefuckisKamva?"Ishoutandall

thesekidsjustlooksatmewiththeireyes

widenout.

Itakeoutthegunandshootontopoftheroof

"WherethefuckisKamva?"Ishoutagain.

Beforetheothergirlwholookslikeshe'sgoing

tourinateherselfresponds,Kamvaappears

from thestairswithabottleofwineinher



hands,shewantstodieJesus!

"Ohshit!"Kamvasaysunderneathherbreath.

"Getthefuckoutallofyou!"Isayandeverykid

intheroom runsout.

"Sir,Istayhere"Agirlwithwhiteshorthairsays.

"Justgetout!"Keletsosaystoherandshe

immediatelyrunsout.

Kamvathrowsherbottleonthefloor

"Sawubonababa"shewavessmilingandher

babydimpleisdancingonhercheek.

"Kamvawhatisgoingonhere?"Iaskherwitha



firm tone.

Sheclearsherthroat"Sowhathappenedis..."

Shestartsexplaining,"FirstlyminababaI

wasn'tpartofthisparty"Shesaysswallowing

hersaliva.

Keletsoischucklingnexttome.

"Kamvangizokudabulangempamayezwa"Isay

angrily.

Shebowsherheadplayingwithherfingers

"Okay,okaythetruthiswewerehelping

Natashawithheruhm...withherassessment"

shesayssnappingherfingers.



Keletsojustlaughsloudly,Idon'tblamehim

thischildisreallystupid.

"Packyourshitwe'releaving!"Iyell

"Areyougoingtobeatme?IturnpinkwhenI

getbeatenupdad"Thisisreallymychild,Iwas

likethiswhenIwasyoung.

"Babygirljustgoandpack"Keletsotellsher

andshequicklyrunsupstairs.

"IlikehersheremindsmeofRefilwe"Keletso

grins

Ihiss"She'sgoingtogivemeheadache"



"Don'tbetoohardonherlikerightnowyouover

reacted"Yey!Ididn'toverreactthisismychild.

"Idon'tblameyouthough,I'ddothesameif

thiswasShekinnah"Exactly!

KamvacomesbackwithherbagsandKeletso

helpsher."Givemeyourfriendsaccount

numbersoshecanbuyanewdoor"IsayasI

starttheengine.

"Justbuyherthedoorotherwiseshewillthrow

anotherparty"

"Ithoughtthiswasanassessment"Keletso

turnsfacingher.



"BobMarleyitwasanassessment"Didshejust

callKeletsoBobMarleybecausehehasdread

locks,hahaha.

"DoyouknowNamhlafrom Generations?"

Keletsoasksher

AndKamvanodssmiling."Youremindmeso

muchofhergranny,GogoFlo"

HahahaI'm lovingthis!

"Babasoyouwilllethim talktomelikethis?"

Kamvaasksatthebackseat.

Ihiss"don'ttalktomewenayouhavealotof

explainingtodosoyoubetterstartplanning

yourlies"Isaylookingatherontherearview

mirror.



CHAPTER57

IfindKamvasittingbythepoolwithherlaptop

andawhitebowlonthetable,she'ssofocused

onherscreen.

Istareasshestruckherfingerswithsomuch

finesseagainstherlaptop’skeyboard."How

longyou'vebeenstandingthere?"Sheaskswith

agrin.

"Longenoughtoseeyou'rebusywith

something"Irespond,honestly.

Itakeaseatoppositeherandshecarefully

closesherlaptop."Goodmorning"shesmiles

withbothherhandsonhercheek.

She'samorningperson,Isee.



"Tellmewhathappenedlastnight?"Iaskher,

shecamebackwithherfatherandKeletsowith

allherbagsandshegotanhourlecture.

"Youshould'vewarnedmethatdaddoesn'ttake

shityouknow"shesayswithaseriousface,"He

cametomyflatandstoppedthepartyworse

parthekickeddownthedoor"shecontinues

saying.

Ilaugh"youshouldstartchangingyourwaysif

youdon'twanttogetintrouble"Itellher.

"I'm planningondoingthatafterlastnightbutI

willhavemyownpartyinmyroom ,IthinkIsaw

abararoundthehouse"she'sdead!



"Don'teventhinkaboutitKamva!"

Shelaughs"I'm jokingjeez,everyoneisboring

aroundhere"shesays,"ButBobMarleyiscool

hehasasenseofhumourunlikesomeone

who'sstaringatme"

Thischildishandful,shecallsKeletsoBob

Marley.

Shedrumsherfingersonawoodentable"I

needyourhelp,favour,everything"shesays

finally.

"Ifyouwanttogototheparty,forgetit"Isay

raisingmyhand.

Shetakesadeepbreathandblinks"Itoldyou

I'm neverpartyingagainafterlastnight.Have



youevermetsomeonewhoahrm...helped

anyonewithdepressionorsomethinglikethat?"

Sheasks.

"Notsomeonewho'sprofessional"she

continuessayingleaningbackonherchair.

"Youraunthelpedyourcousinwho'scurrentlyin

NewYork"Isaytoher.

Hereyeswidenout"IhaveacousininNewYork

,getout!"Shesayswithatinytonefullof

excitement.

Inod"He'samodelandhe'sdoinggreatthings"

Irespondtoher.



"Wewilltalkabouthim latercanyoutakemeto

thataunt,I'm currentlyworkingonanarticle

morelikeresearchprojectsoIwanttomake

myworkmorestandard,doyouthinkshe'll

mindifIinterviewher?"Sheaskschewingher

fruitsalad.

Iclaspmyhandonmylap"Whatuniversityyou

gotoagain?"

Shesmiles"UniversityofKwaZuluNatal,Ionly

havetwoweekstofinishthisoff,pleasehelp"

shebegswithherhandstogetheragainsther

chest.

"Weshouldgetgoingthen"Isaygettingup,she

collectsherlaptopbeforesheputsonherflip

flopsthenweleave.



WedrivethroughKhumo'sgate"Whostayshere

Obama?"Kamvaaskspokingherheadoutof

thewindowlikeapuppy.

"No!Youuncleandhiswife"Irespondopening

mysideofthedoorandgettingoffthecar.

"Iheardthere'stwinssowhichoneThatoor

Thapelo"Sheasksaswebothgetonthestairs

approachingthehugeglassdoor,thishouseis

acastleI'm tellingyou!

"Thato,yourfathertoldyou?"Iaskherandshe

nodssmiling.Iringthedoorbelltwicebefore

Hinataappearswithhercutesmileandmessy

hair.



"AuntyLondza"shesayshuggingmylegs,I

pickherupkissinghercheeks,she'sso

adorable.

"Whereisyourmother?"Iaskputtingherdown.

"She'supstairs,letmegocallherforyou"She

saysrunningupthestairs.

"ShelookslikeNorth"Kamvasayswandering

hereyesaroundthehouse.

"WhoisNorth?"Iaskconfusedandinthebush,

beingaroundteenagersyouhavetokeepup

witheverything.

"KimYe'sfirstborn"sheresponds,IknowKimYe



isKim andKanye.

Khumoappearsfrom thestairswithasmileon

herface,Idon'tknowhowcomeshehassuch

anamazingbodywhensherecentlywentinto

labour,thiswomaniseffortlesslybeautiful.

"Lookwhodecidedtovisitme,mamakabottle

juice"shesayslaughingandgivingmeahug.

"YoumustbeKamva"shesaysgivingKamvaa

hug.

"NicetomeetyouSolange"Kamvasays

grinning.

Khumolaughsloudly."Youalsosawthat



article?"Sheasksstilllaughing.

Kamvanodsinagreement"Youguysreallydo

haveasamestyle,Iloveit"

"Thankyoubutdidyoureadtheonewhereyour

fatherandLondekawerecalledKim andKanyeI

lovedthatone,especiallywhentheywere

comparingLondeka'soutfitstoKim"Khumo

saysaswethrowourselvesonhercouches.

"Thatwasreallyridiculous"Isayshakingmy

head.

Thehelperplacesatraywithbiscuitsandjuice

onthetablethenshewalksout.



"Sowhatbringyouguyshere,IknowLondeka

hatesvisitingthesedays"Khumosaystakinga

seat.

"Kamvaisworkingonaprojectandshe'dlove

tointerviewyousinceyou'veoncehelped

someonewho'sstrugglingmentallyand

emotionally"

Khumofoldsherlegs"Whatyoudidn'tgoto

Kamina?"

"That'sherprofession,shewantssomeone

whodoesn'thaveanyprofession"Itellher

takingasipofmyjuice.

Shesmiles"YoulooklikeRefilwe,Iheardyou're

givingyourfathertrouble"KhumotoKamva.



Kamvascoffs"That'salie,I'm agoodgirl,dad

fetchedmeatchurch"shesayslyingandboth

KhumoandIlaughloudly.

"Youaresomuchlikeyourfatherandthisis

goingtobereallyfunsolet'sgettobusiness"

Khumo

Kamvaclearsherthroat"Whenyoufirstmet

him howwasit?"Kamvaasks.

Khumosmiles,Ileanbackonthecouch

listeningtoherasshe'sabouttoopenher

mouthandutters.

"Hewassittingallaloneunderthestarswithhis

earphonesandI'm surehewaslisteningtohis

weirdmusic"Khumostartsansweringthe



question.

"Hewasinhisownbubble,IknewI'llhave

accesstohisheartbecausehetookmetohis

favouritespotalthoughhe'sverybeautifulboy

buthiseyeswereemptyandhissoulwas

longingforlove"Webothstareatherasshe

speaks.

"Howdoyouworkwithpeoplelikehim Imean

howdoyouhelpthem?"

"I'm notaprofessionalbutIthinkpeoplewho

areatwarwiththeirdemonslovesbeing

listenedto,don'tcompareyourstorytotheir

storyjustgivethem anear"Shepause,"Ithink

Baitumetsialsowantedtohelphimselfwhichis

whyitwaseasytohelphim throughhisjourney"



Kamvaholdsherbreathandchestbeforeshe

screams"OMG!Wearetalkingabout

Baitumetsi?!Thefamousmodelismycousin,

damn!"Shesaysalreadyonherfeet.

"I'm sorry"shesayswithacalm tonebeforeshe

getsbackonherseat."Butdamn!Haveyou

seenhim onthatmagazinecoverwithAdonis

Bosso,Iwascrushingonmyowncousinsies!"

ShesaysandKhumoandIjustlaughathow

dramaticisKamva.

Hinatacomesrunning"Mom ,Hikariisawake"

Shesays.

"WhydidyouwakeherupHinata?"Khumoasks.



Hinatastaresather"Ithinkmysingingis

horrible"shesayswithasadvoice,thisiscute.

"Iwassingingforherthenshestartedcrying,

Rikulovesmysingingthough"shesays.

Khumoshakesherheadandshequicklygoes

upstairs.

Kamvapatsmyshoulder"AreweJapanese?"

Sheaskswhispering.

"Icanhearyou"Hinataresponds,"Andweare

notJapanesemymom gaveusJapanese

namesbecauseweareunique,everyonehas

somethingspecialaboutthem andournames

arespecial"Hinataadds



I'vebeensayingIwanttoadopther.

Kamva'sjawsdrop"Howoldareyou?"

"Agedoesn'tmatterbuttheIQcounts"shesays

winkingather.

Kamvachuckles"Youareasmartypanty"She

saystoHinata.

KhumocomesbackwithherbabiesandItake

herbabyboyfrom her,he'speacefullysleeping

withhisthumbonhismouth.

Hinatalaughsloudlyoutoftheblue.

"What'sfunnyHinata?"Khumoasksshocked,



HinatapointsatKamva.

"I'm funny?"KamvaasksandHinatanodswitha

grin.

"Whyam Ifunnybabygirl?"

"YouaskedifweareJapanesebecauseofour

namesyetyouhaveatattoowritteninArabic

onyourthigh,you'reajoke"Hinatasays

Am Inotlaughing?!IlaughuntilI'm intears

becauseIknowthere'snocomebackfor

Kamva.

"Ilikeyou,Ireallydo"KamvasaystoHinata,

"I'm KamvaandI'm youraunt"shesays



extendingherhands.

"I'm HinataandI'm notJapanese"Shesays

shakingherhands

"Youaresoshady"Kamvalaughs

"MaybeifyoucometomyteapartyI'llbenice"

shesayssmilingandherdimplesappears.

"YouwokeHikariforthiswena!"Khumoshouts

andHinatagiggles.

"Let'sgototheteaparty"Kamvagetsupfrom

thecouch

"Andtheinterview?"Khumo



"Khumzodon'tbejealousplease"Hinatasays

takingKamva'shandandtheyleave.

KhumoeyeballsmeandIshrugmyshoulders

smiling.

Ilovethisfamilybonding!

CHAPTER58

KhumoandKamvajustfinishedtheirinterview

sinceHinataiscurrentlysleeping."Youhavea

greatheart,weneedmorepeoplelikeyouaunt

Khumo"KamvasaystoKhumogivinghera

warm smile.

Khumoshakesherheadindisagreement,"Do



youwanttoknowwhohasagreatheart?"She

asksandKamvanodswaitingforKhumo's

response.

Shepointsatme"Thatwomansittingrightnext

toyou,shealwaysseesgoodinotherpeople"

Khumosaysmakingmeblush.

Ihiss"Stopit,wearetalkingaboutyouhere"I

respondblushing.

Hinata'sloudcrypiercethroughourearsand

threeofusrushinherroom."What'swrong?"

BothKamvaandIchorus.

KhumotakesasitnexttoHinatabrushingher

hairbackwards."Whatyoudreamtabout?"She

asksherinasofttone,Oh!She'shavingoneof



herdreams.

"HideHikariandRikuatthesaferoom"she

saysstaringintoblankspace.Myheartis

heavilybeatingagainstmychestandmyhands

aresweating.

"Somethingisgoingtohappen?"Khumoasks

soundingdifferentandHinataslowlynods.

"Okay,okaymamncanewhat'sgoingon?"

Kamvaaskspanicking.

Idon'tknowhowtorespondtoherreallybut

Khumolookssocalm andcollectedaboutthis.

Shecallsoneofherhelperstotakehertwins



andHinata."MakesureauntLondzaissafe,

herlifeisinyourhands"HinatasaystoKhumo.

Khumostealsaglanceatmethenshelooks

backatHinata"Ipromisebaby"shesays

kissingherforehead.

"Sophiepleaseusethebackdoor,youwillfind

acartheredon'tlookbackjustdriveuntilyou're

safe,Iwillcallyou"Khumosaystoherhelper

andshenodsandtakethechildrenandleave.

"What'sgoingon?"Kamvaaskswithatrembling

voice.

"Welcometothefamily"Khumosaysleavingus

behindandIdon'tevenknowwhereshe's

heading.



"Mamncane...."I'm stillsurprisedKamvacalls

mehermothernowIfinditcutebutrightnow

ourlivesmightbeindanger.

WeheaddownstairsandI'm pacingupand

downaroundtheroom whenKhumowalks

downstairslookingverycalm andcollected.

"What'sgoingon?HaveyoucalledThatoor

anyone?"Iaskherbeforeshecanresponda

bullettriestoescapethewindowbutluckilyit's

bulletproof.

"JesusChrist!Idon'twanttodie!"Kamva

screamsholdingherears.

"Hidebehindthatcouch!"Khumoinstructsus,I

swearweareinamovietodayandKamvahasa



storytowriteabout.

WerunbehindthecouchandI'm breathingso

heavily,IhonestlyfeellikeI'm runningoutof

oxygen.

Someonekicksthedoorandthebulletsare

flying,I'm coveringKamvawho'scryingand

screaming.

WhenIopenmyeyesIseeKhumoholdinga

guninherhandsandshe'sshootinglikethose

womeninmoviesshe'snotevenmissing.

OnebodyfallsrightnexttousandKamva

screamsevenlouder,Jesuswhydidwecome

hereagain?



IsayasilentprayerinmyheadandI'm

sweating."Ah!Ouuuuuuchh!!"Iscream inpain.

Suddenlythere'sapainonmylowerabdomen,

Khumoishidingonacouchacrossussheonly

getsupwhenshe'sshooting."I'm dying,I'm

dying,I'm dying"Iscream inpain.

"Weneedtotakeyoutothehospital,don'tcry

it'sokaymama"Kamvasaysholdingmyhand,I

cryfaintly.

Ican'tholdbackthepainsoIgetupfrom where

wehiding."Londekagetdown!"Khumo

screamsbutmybodybecomesstiffsoshe

runstowardsmeandpushmetothefloor.

She'sbleeding!Khumoisbleedingontopofme.



AsI'm trytomakesenseofeverythingIhear

moregunshotsthenthere'scompletesilence.I

trymovingslowlyfrom Khumobutshe'sheavy

andthepaininmybackmakeseverythingeven

worse.

"Baby!"ThatorunstoKhumoandKutloanoalso

appearsfrom nowheretheybothlookscruffy

withbloodstains.

He'aholdingbothherdaughterandIagainst

hischestasIcryloudly."Khumo,theyshot

Khumo"Isaywithmyvoicetrembling,Idon't

evencareaboutmypainbutI'm worriedabout

Khumo.

"Khumoopenyoureyes!"WehearThato



screams,"Babydon'tdaredieonmeyoucan't

leave"Hesayspressingsomuchpressureon

herwound.

"Baba!!"Kamvascreams,myvisionisslowly

becomingblurryandeveryonesoundsofar

away.

IcanhearThatoscreamingKhumo'snameand

Kamvacallingherfather,Oh!Andsirens.

"Baba,umam'ncaneisbleedingandshuttingher

eyes"Kamvascreams

No,noIcan'tbleedI'm pregnant!

"Londeka!"Kutloanoscreamsalso,"Londeka,



no!!"Ihearhim sayingthenIpassout.

CHAPTER59

KUTLOANO

UNEDITED

Myheadisbuzzingandmyworldisspinning

aroundincirclesasIlistentothehospitalfans

singingasadsong.

Thatoissittingacrosstheroom withhishead

inbetweenhislegs,thisisthetimewhereIsay

theuniverseisagainstmeandmyfamilyand

wearesurroundedbythedarkcloud.

ThedoctorinscrubswalkstowardsusasIam



pacingupanddownatthewaitingroom."Miss

L.Qwabe'sfamily"shesaysreadingonher

smallboard,IcomeforwardandThatojust

pickshisheadup.

"Howisshe?"Iaskfeelingratherhopeless

especiallyafterseeingherlosingsomuch

blood.

Shehalfsmiles,"She'sfinebutshelostlotof

bloodwearegoingtoneedablooddonor.The

donormustbeundergroupO"shesays.

"Iwilldonate"Isayaftertakingadeepbreath,

I'm typeOsoI'lldoanythingtosavethewoman

Ilove,"Andthebabyhowishe?"Iaddasking.

"Duetoherlossofbloodwehadtotakeherfor



C-sectionandthebabyisnotbreathingproperly

wedon'tknowhowthiswillendupbutyouhave

tobepositive"herwordspiercethroughmy

heartlikeasharpknife.

"CanIseethem?"Iaskfrustrated

"Youcanseethemother,thebabyisstillvery

fragilesoyouwillonlybeabletoseehim after

24hours"AsmuchasI'm againstthisbutI'll

havetorespectherorders.

"I'm comingback"Isaytomybrotherbeforewe

walkontoLondeka'sward.

Iwalkinandshe'susingoxygenmaskandthe

machineisbeepingnexttoher,Isitonachair

besidesher.



Itakeadeepbreath"babyIneedyoutobe

strongformeandourbabyboyandyeshe's

finallyherebutstrugglingtobreathe,youknow

I'm notstronglikeyousopleasesthandwa

samicelauberight"Isaykissingthebackofher

hand.

TheDoctorwalksback"Iwantthiswholefloor

bookedformywifeandsondon'tjustallow

anyonein"Isaytoherandsheblinksstaringat

me.

"Sirwecan'tdon'tthat!"Shesays

"Areyounewhere?"Iaskherwithafirm tone

andshenods.



"Isee,thishospitalbelongstomybrotherso

I'm tellingyouIwantthiswholefloorformy

wife'

"Butshe'salreadyinaprivateroom..."

"I'm sureyoudon'twanttoloseyourjob"I

interject.

Sheclearsherthroat"I'm onitsir"shesays

walkingout,don'tblamemeIwantmywoman

safe.

IkissherforeheadthenIgobacktoThatoandI

findhim sittingonsameposition."Yourstaff

don'twanttogiveLondekathewholefloor"I

takeaseat



Heslightlychuckles"AndI'm sureyouwere

fightingwiththem ,sorryIforgettomentionit

tothem"Heresponds.

"Oh!SoKhumohasthewholehospitalto

herself?"Ijokinglysay

"Herhusbandownsthehospital"heresponds

thenthere'ssilence.

Myheadfeelsimpossiblyheavyandpounding

aseveryheartbeatsqueezesmorebloodintoit.

Ireturntomyseatfeelingdefeated."Don't

worrythey'llbeokay,bepositive"Thatosays,

helooksweakerthanIam.

Isigh"Howareyoufeeling?"Iaskhim sincehe

hasn'tbeenreallytalkingfrom thetimewegot



here.

Heshrugs"Likeafailure"Herespondsreturning

hisheadinbetweenhislegs,Khumoisthe

strongestwomanI'veevermetbythetimewe

gottothehouseshehadalreadykilledhalfof

thepeoplewhowereattackingandIwon'tstop

praisingherforsavingLondeka'slife.

Anotherdoctorapproachus"MrKhuzwayo"He

sayswithsomuchrespectwhenheseesus,he

hasapenandaboardinhishandandboth

ThatoandIstandup.

Theotherdoctorisreallynewhere.

"Howisshe?Pleasetellmeshe'sokay"Thato

saysrunninghishandsonhishead.



"She'safighter.Thebulletinherstomachhas

beenremovedandshe'sincoma,thenexttwo

hoursareverycritical"HesaysandIsee

Thato'sfacefallingandhiseyesbecoming

moist.

"CanIseeher?"Hebegswithhisvoiceandeyes.

"I'm sorrybutyoucan'tasIhavementionthe

nexthoursarecritical"

"Okaythankyoupleaseworkongivingtheother

floortomybrother'swifeandson"

"TheyarealreadyworkingonthatSir"Hehalf

smilesthenturnandwalkaway.



Itakeadeepbreathe"YouknowKhumoisa

fightersodon'tworry"Isaypattinghisshoulder

ThapeloandKeletsoapproachus."Arethey

bothokay?"AskKeletso

"KhumoisincomaandLondekaneedsablood

donorbutmysonisnotbreathingproperly"I

saytohim

"Fuck!"Thapelocuss,"We'vefoundwho's

behindthisandhe'satthewarehouse"He

continuessaying

"Oh!Whodidthis?"Iaskangrily



"Mandla'sbrother,hewasrevenginghimself"

Hesays,Ididn'tseethisonecoming.

Irubmyforehead"Thatoareyoucomingwith

us?"Iaskhim.

Heshakeshisheadindisagreement"I'drather

beherewaitingformywifetowakeup,I'm

angryyes!ButIdon'thavethatpowertokillthat

bitchwhilemywifeisherefightingforherlife"

Hesays

"Weunderstandbutuyazikumeleajezelomuntu

ndoda"saysKeletso

"That'swhyIhavebrothers"Hesays

Okay!



"Youguyscanhandlethis,we'llstaybehind"I

say

Thapelogasp"Areyouguysserious?"This

vampire!

"Handlehim Thapelo,weknowyouwantto"

Thatosaystohim.

Hegivesusanevilsmirk"Me!Areyouguys

givingmethathonour?"Heaskssounding

excited.

"ThapelohandleitwithKeletso"Isay

Hebrushhishandstogetherwithagrin"I'm



goingtohavesomuchfun,thankyouguysfor

suchabeautifulopportunity"Hesays

"Yousuchanasshole,let'sgo"Keletsochuckles.

CHAPTER60

KUTLOANO

Ihadtogobackhometofreshenandalsofetch

Thato'sclothessincehe'snotwillingtomove

aninchuntilKhumowakesup,I'vedonated

bloodtomywomanandtheysaidshewillbe

fine.

IturnthekeyonthedoorbeforeIwalkinand

closethedoorbehindme."Baba"Kamva

attacksmewithahugandcryingonmychest.



Idon'tknowwhattodobutIendhuggingher

backstrokingherback."It'sokay,don'tcry"I

assureher.

Shepullsoutfrom thehugwipinghertears."Is

mamncaneokay?Howisthebaby?"Sheasks

sniffing.

Itakeadeepbreathsettlingonacouch"She's

fine,yourbrotheriscurrentlystrugglingto

breatheproperlybutI'm positive"Isaytoher.

"He'llbefine,Iwillprayforthem andAunt

Khumoissheokay?"Sheasks

"She'sincomabutshe'llbefine"



"Damnbutthatwomanshouldbeplayingin

actionmoviesbaba!Thewayshewasholding

hergunandshootingthosepeoplehahaI've

neverseensomuchaction"shesayschuckling,

youwillneverknowwhathappensinthischild's

head.

"Shewashidingbehindthecouchkodwaube

baqendaonebyoneboom boom ,athiuyeza

omunyeathiBoom aveleafeanye"Shesays

foldingherlegsonmycouch

She'ssuchafunnystoryteller,Ifindmyself

laughingather."Whatwereyoudoingwhen

thathappened?"Iaskhercrossingmylegsand

leaningmybackonthecouch.

"Iwasscreaming,Iwascryinglaphobese

ngibonaukuthiuyangibizauJesusbutaunt



Khumoreallysavedourlives"shesays,she

seemscalm.

"Butareyouokay?"Iask

"I'm finebuttraumatised,doesthishappensall

thetime?Dowehaveenemies?"Sheasks

Iclearmythroat"Ihavetofreshenupandgo

backtothehospital"Isaytoher.

"Sowedohaveenemies?Am Ievensafe?

Hinatasaidsomethingisgoingtohappenand

thishappeneddoyouknowanythingabout

that?"

Ihiss"Hinatahasagiftofseeingthefuture"I



respond.

"Wow!DoyouthinkshecanseeifI'llget

marriedtoamodellikeBaitumetsi?Ijustwant

toknowsoIcanpreparemyself"ShesaysandI

giveheralook,"I'm jokingbaba,goshower

andI'llpreparesomethingforyoutoeat"She

says.

"Shameyouwantmetoeatsandwichatnight?

Never"Irefuse!

"Icanmakecocopopsforyouthen"shesays

andIlaugh."I'm joking,Icooked"shesays.

"Youcooked?"Iask



Shenods"twominutesnoodlesandmixedveg,

yum yum!"Shechuckles

"Reslifeneh?"Ilaughandshenodslaughing.I

quicklyruntothebathroom andshowerbeforeI

headdownstairs.

KamvareallythinksI'lleatnoodles!"youwilleat

thosenoodlesalone"Isaytohertakingmykeys.

"Besafe,Iloveyoudad"shesaysthenturnto

thebigscreeninfrontofherthatreallytouched

myheart.

"Youdo?"Iaskstaringather.

Shesmiles"yesIdo!Youarethesexiestdadin



theworld.IsawyourpicturesonGoogle

showingussixpack"shewiggleshereyebrows.

"I'm jokingdon'tgivemethatlook!Iloveyou,

you'remyfather"shesayschewing.

"Iloveyoutoosweetheart,setthealarm around

thehouseandtheguardsarehereI'llsend

Refilwetocheckuponyou"Itellherandshe

nods.

"Ohanddad"shecallsmeandIturnfacingher.

"I'dlovetomeettherestofthefamily"shesays

"RestofthefamilyorBaitumetsi?"Iaskher

raisingmyeyebrow.



"Ah!Comeon,I'dlovetomeetthefamily"she

says

"We'lltalkwhenIcomeback"Isayandshe

nods.

WhenIstarttheengineIreceiveacall"Hello"I

saydrivingoutthegate.

"WhatkindofademonisThapelo?"Keletso

asksmeandIlaugh.

"Whathappened?"Iaskhim

"Hecutoffthisbitch'sears,mouthandnose

includingtheeyesdude.He'sfryingthatshitas



wespeakforhisdog"Whatthehell?

"What?"Iaskhim shocked

"Thearmsandlegsarecurrentlyswimmingin

acid,thenightmaresIwillhave"Hesays

"Whatwereyoudoingwhenhewasdoingallof

that?"Ilaugh.

"Inacornertraumatised,Ihaveabrotherwho's

sickintheheaddude"Hesays.

"I'vebeensayingbutyouguyssaidItakethe

crown"Ilaugh

"Whatthefuckareyoudoing?"Keletsoscreams



atThapelo.

"What'sgoingon?"Iask

"He'sopeningthebodywiththeknifeandhe's

takingeverythingout"Whoa!

"Whyhe'sdoingthat?"

"Somepeopleneedaheart,kidneyandliverso

I'm goingtosellitsincetheyarestillworking"

Thapelorespondschuckling.

"I'm goingtochurchafterthis"Keletsosays.

"Ihavetogoguyswe'lltalkandThapeloyou

needseriousprayers"



"YousaidIshouldhandlethissoI'm doingthat"

nciincinciii

"Bye,bye"

"Byebro,loveyou"cheesy.

"Loveyoutooman"verycheesy

"Thisisgay"Keletsolaughs

"Fuckyou"IsaylaughingthenIdropthecall.

CHAPTER61



Itrytoslowlyopenmyeyesbuttheyfeelheavy

andthelightinthisroom issobright.

Itrytomovebutmylowerabdomenispain.I

touchmytummyandwhenIrealiseit'snowflat

,tearslandatthecorner"mybaby"Isaywitha

coarsevoice,mywholebodyfeelssostiff.

Anursewalksin"You'reawake,letmecalla

doctor"shesayswithahugesmileonherface.

"Mybaby"IsayagainwhenIseeher

disappearinglikeasadreflectioninthemirror.

Shewalksbackwithafemaledoctorwithwhite

hairlikeasnowandwrinkles"Howismypatient

doing?"Sheaskswithasmile,whyeveryoneis

smilingwhenallIwanttodoiscrymylungsout



,literally.

IsmilebackanywaystoletherknowI'm

physicallyokay.

Theywatchmysmilefadeswhiletheyrealise

thatthebagsundermyeyesarefrom pain

summoningsaltywatersfrom myeyes,right

downmycheeksontomyneckcauseI'm too

tiredtowipe.

Shequicklystartcheckingmeandaskingme

questions."Howareyoufeeling?"Sheasks

oncemore.

"I'm inpain"Irespondsoftlythenmyeyes

wanderaroundtheroom that'ssurroundedby

somanyflowers,balloonsandcardsontopof



mytable.

"You'resmilingthatdoesn'tlooklikeyou'rein

paintome"shesayssmilingbackatme.

He'snothereasyetbutIcansmellhisscent.

"Myheartisinpain"Irespondpointing.

Beforeshecanrespondmymanwalksin

lookinglikeanangelaswell,likethefirsttimeI

laidmyeyesonhim inaArmanisuite,Ikept

stealingglancesthroughoutthewholeservice,

itwasmalume'sfuneral[Khumo'sfather]

IsoundsopoeticlikeMayaAngelou,hahaha.

Hehasababywrappedinbluevelvetblanket,



myheartimmediatelystartsjumpingwhenIsee

asmileappearingonhisfaceandhisdimples

dancingonhischeeks."You'reawake"Hesays

withexcitementinhistone.

"Letmegiveyoutwosomespace"saysthe

doctorwalkingoutwithanurse.

Hesitsbesidesme"I'vedoingthisforthepast

week,Icomewithhim hereallthetimetosee

you"Hesayslookingintomyeyeslikethefirst

timehesaidhelovesme,wearereconnecting.

IholdthereplicaofKutloanoagainstmychest,

he'speacefullysleeping.

"Dowehavewipes?"Iaskglancingathim and

hetakesthem out.IwipemyboobbeforeI



directthenippleinmyson'smouth.

He'shere,Ithoughtheleftmetoo.

"He'sastrongboyalthoughhewasstruggling

tobreatheonhisownhemadeit"Hesays

sittingonthebedaswearebothlookingdown

atourgem who'ssuckingmynipple,Ilove

breastfeedingit'sfascinatesme.

"Howlonghavebeenout?"Iask

"Threeweeks,lastweekitwasour

negotiations"Hesays.What?

Ichuckle"you'refunnyevenwhenyou'refather

oftwo"Isaylookingatme.



"ToobadI'm notjoking,Ilearntlifeistooshort.

Idon'twanttodiewithoutmakingyoumywife,I

don'twantyoutodiewithoutbeingmywife"

"Let'sgetmarried"Isaytohim

"Reallywhen?Ithoughtyouweregoingtobite

myheadoffaboutthis"Hesays.

"Tomorrow,let'sgotocourtandgetmarried"I

saytohim.

"What?No!Youknowexactlythere'sthingswe

needtodo.Youmustbeintroducedtomy

ancestors"Hesays



"We'lldothatafterbaby,whatifIdierightnow?

Youwantbetobeyourwiferight?"Thebaby

criesinterruptsusheslowlytakesthebabyand

hemakeshim burp,aw!

"Haveyougivenhim aname?"Iaskwithasmile

andstomachfilledwithbutterflies.Whenwas

thelasttimeyousawabutterfly?Yahtheyallin

mystomach.

Heshakeshisheadindisagreement"Iwas

waitingforyoutowakeup"Hesays.

"Whatdoyouhaveinmind?"Iaskhim.

"Caesar,itmeansconquer"Iloveit.



"ButitshouldbewrittenasCzaronhisbirth

certificate"Isaytohim.

I'm amotheragain!

"Youreadmymind"HesayshandingbackCzar

tome.

"Tomorrowwe'regettingmarriedunderone

condition"Hesaysafterclearinghisthroat.

"I'm listeningBabakaMnqobi"Ismile

Icantellthatwarmedhisheart.

"Okaythatishissecondname"Hesays"DidI

kissyou?"Hecontinuesasking.



Ilaugh"Ihaven'tbrushedmyteethforthree

weeksdon'ttry"Isay

Hekissmeanyways,adeepkissthatsends

electricwaveallmybody.

"Iloveyou,don'tdowhatyoudideveragain"He

sayswithhisdeepvoiceresonatingmybody.

"Youweresupposedtodothisfrom the

beginning"Isayandwebothlaugh.

"SoIwassayingaftercourtwe'regoingtoPort

Shepstonetointroduceyouandmychildrento

theancestors,deal?"

"Doyouthinktheywilldischargeme?"



Heshrugs"Idon'tknowbutdon'tworryabout

that,Iwilltalktoyourfriendstogetanicedress

foryou"Hesoundshappynow.

"Youdon'thaveto,thisissomethingsmall"I

sayandhefrowns.

"Welltoyoubuttomeit'shugeandIwon't

sleep"

"Whencanwehaveabigwedding?"

"Nextmonth"Heanswerssimply

"Sofast?Ithoughtyou'dsaynextyear"

"Nope!Nextmonthandthere'snosurprise



weddingforyou"Hesaysgrinning.

Islaphisshoulderandhelaughsloudly,Czaris

peacefullysleepingwithhiseyesmoving.

"IsKhumookay?Shetookthebulletforme,I

wanttothankher"

Heclearshisthroat"She'sinacoma,theysaid

whenshefellonthefloorshehitherheadand

somethinghappenedonherbrainsothere'sa

possibilityofhersufferingfrom amnesia"

Icry"It'smyfault,ifIdidn'tgetupshewould've

beokay"Isaytohim.

"Don'tdothistoyourselfbaby,Khumoisgoing

tobeokay"Hekissesmycheekwipingmytears

"Don'tcry"Headds.



"Don'tyouthinktomorrowisabadidea"

"ThisiswhatKhumowould'vewantsoplease

don'tstress"Heassures

"AndThato?Isheokay"

"BabycanyoufocusonyourselfandMnqobi,

oh!Andtomorrowjustfornowwe'llworryabout

otherthingslater"

"Iloveyou"Headds

"Iloveyoutoo"IsaybackandCzarcriesloudly.



"Umonaboy!"Kutloanosaystohim andwe

laugh.

CHAPTER62

IlookatmyselfinthemirrorandIlook

gorgeous,likeamermaidgoddessinmy

emeraldgreendress."Ifmom findsoutabout

thiswe'redead"Lindisaysfixingherself,she's

mywitness.

Iturnfacingher"Doyouthisisabadidea?"I

askherblinkingtwice.

Shescoffs"Ofcoursethisisabadidea

Londeka,yes!Youarehiswifetraditionallybut

thisiswronginsomanylevels"shesayswhen

sheseesmyexpressionchangingshecheers

meup,"Butifthisiswhatyouwantthenwe



shouldgetgoing,youlookbeautifulbytheway"

shesays.

"OMG!I'm goingtocryandmytearsaremade

ofglitter"Kamvawalksinmyroom ,Ismileat

her.

"YoulookbeautifulmamncaneaftertodayI'll

justcallyoumom ,you'rebeautiful"she

complimentsmeoncemoregivingmeahug,

she'ssuchasweetheart.

"Thankyousweetheart,seeyouwhenwecome

back"Isaytoherandshewinksatmebefore

shedoessomecrazydancemoves.

WegettocourtwhenKutloanoseesme

approachinghislipswidensoutandformsa



perfectsmiles."Youlookbeautiful"Hesays

takingmyhand.

"Thankyou"Imumbletohim.

Wefindthepastoralreadywaitingforusand

myheartisbeatingsofastagainstmychestas

Ilookintomyman'seyeswho'ssilentlycrying,I

wipehistearsusingmythumb.

Idon'tevenknowwhat'sthepastorsayingbut

I'm lostinKutloano'sgazeandhe'smakingme

drowninmyself.

"Youmakemesmileevenwhenyouarenot

around,becausetheveryideaofyoudelights

me.Youmakemelaughoutloudtillmybelly

hurts.YoulaughwhenIfartinmysleeporwhen



Isneezeandyougenuinelyadoreeveryquirk

andflaw.BecauseofyouIacceptmyflawsand

I'm evencomfortabletowalkaroundthehouse

nakedbecauseofyou.

youmakemefeelsafejustbylookingatmein

theeyeorholdingmeinyourtinylittle.You

inspireme,youpushmetothink,youpushme

tobeamanandyouchallengemetobethe

bestversionofmyselfformyselfandforyou.

YouhavealsohelpedmefindpartsofmyselfI

wouldhaveotherwisesuppressedbyinspiring

metotakerisksIwouldn’totherwiseembrace.

Youdrivemeabsolutelyinsanesometimesand

Iwanttochopyouintolittlepiecesandsellyour

organsintheblackmarketbutevenonthose

daysIwouldratherbearguingwithyou,Ilove

youbaby"HesayshisvowsandI'm intears

becausehehasneverbeenthispoeticwhenhe

expresseshowhefeels.



Myturnwhew!

"Theideaofwakingupnexttoyouevery

morningwiththesunkissingmyfacewithyou

bysideuntilwegrowoldmakesmypotbelly

jumpstoanicehappysong,Iknewlovelike

thisexistbutIneverthoughtI'llfinditespecially

from anassholelikeyou"Ipausechuckling,

"YoumakemeflyintoplacesI'veneverknewby

justlyingnexttoyou.

Yougivememagic,yougivemebeautiful.

WhenI'm withyouIfeelbulletproof.Whenyou

putyourhandonmeyousendmybodyfloating

upingalaxy.

You'velickedmywoundsandmademebecome



abetterversionofmyself,Ican'twaittowatch

ourboringshowswithourchildren,Iloveyou"I

say

WeareofficiallyHusbandandWifeandI'm

readyformymom toslaughtermebutI'm

happywithmydecision.

"Youmaykissthebride"saysthepastor.

Whuuu-ah-whuuu!

Heholdsmyfacefirstlookingdeeplyinmy

eyesbeforeourlipsdancetotheirnewsexy

dancemoves.

WeareleavingthecourtnowandThatosaidhe

needstogobacktothehospital,he'snotthe

happyThato.Helookswornoutandempty



whenhesaidhe'snothingwithoutKhumohe

meantit.

Wejumpoffthecar,Idon'tknowwhereweare

butIalreadyknowKutloanoplannedsomething.

"IloveyouMrsMe"Hesayskissingthebackof

myhandaswewalkthroughthehallwayand

Lindiiswalkingfastinfrontofus.

Ismileathim "IloveyoutooMrMe"Isayback

tome,itfeelsreal.

Whenwewalkthroughthewoodenhugedoor

thisplacelookslikeafloralheaven,Ilove

everything.

Allmyclosepeoplearehereexcludingmymom

obviously!



"CONGRATULATIONS"theyscream atonce,I'm

cryingandIplayfullypushKutloanoandlaughs

follows.

"Ihateyou!"IsaytoKutloanoandhehugsme

tightly,whatabeautifulsurprise.Itfeelslikea

hugeceremony.

Keletsomadeabeautifulspeechincluding

Lindi,she'snotdrunkYET.

BythewaythisisoneofKeletso'sartgalleries

withhiswomanKamo.

Allmycomradesareherebutyoucantellwe

havetwopeoplemissing.



WedoourfirstdancetoBeyoncéAtLast.

"Atlastmyloveascomealong,

Mylonelydaysareoverandlifeislikeasong"

Theselyricsspeaksvolume.

Myheadonhischest

Myhandsaroundhisneckandhiswaistaswe

slowlymovingtotherhythm ofthesong.

"Iloveyou"IsaysmilingthenIpeckhislips.

"Iloveyoutoobaby"Hesaysback

CHAPTER63



Everyoneishavingagoodtimeincludingmyself

butIcan'tshakeoffthefeelingofthiswasa

badideasinceKhumoisnothere."Weneedto

go!"Kutloanointerruptsme.

"Where...wherearewegoing?"Iaskbringing

myselfbacktoearth.

"Khumo'smotherjustcalled,wearelosingher"

Hissaysandhiswordskeepringinginmyhead

asuddenthrobofshockismaskedonmyface.

"What!Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskstaggeredbut

hedoesn'trespondsoweareallleaving,my

mindisflashingindifferentdirectionsandevery

partofmybodyisjustnumb.

"Wecan'tloseher,no"Ikeeparguingwith



myselfinmyheadandKutloanokeepsstealing

glancesatme.

Heplaceshishandonmybareknee"please

calm downbaby"Hesaystomebutmytears

arealreadyfallingdownmyface.

Everyoneisdrivinglikewearecarracing,

KeletsoandKamoarerightinfrontofus,we

willbeveryluckyifwedon'tgetarrested.

Weruninsidethehospitallikewearerunning

insideGAMEonblackFridayandmyheartis

hammeringagainstmychestwhenIseemy

auntandmymom crying.

Iquicklyruntowardsthem ,I'm barefoot"Ma!

WhereisKhumo?"Iaskhuffing.



"Amiraclehappened,she'sfinebutThatois

doingcheckupsonherbrain,shewantstosee

you"Mamncanesays,myheartdropsbutat

thesametimeI'm happy.

Oh!Thatodecidedtohandlehiswifehimself

sincehe'saneurologist.

Weallsittingatthewaitingroom prayingand

crying."Everyonelooksfancywhat'sgoing?"My

mom finallyasks.

"Wearecomingfrom anevent"Siphoresponds

firstandmymom nodsacknowledginghislie.

Thatoapproachesourdirectioninhiswhite

coatandglasses."Londekayouarehere,



Khumowantstoseeyoubeforewedrugher"

Hesoundsalivenow,earlierhewasdragging

hiswords.

"Howisshedoingmkhwenyana?"Mamncane.

"She'sfineandeverythingelseisfinealthough

shedon'tremembersomepasteventsfornow

butshe'llbefine"Heanswersconfidently

"NgiyabongaKhuzwayo"Mamncanesays,

KutloanopecksmylipsbeforeThatoandIhead

toKhumo'sward.

Ifindherinherbedpaleandbaldyetshe'sstill

beautiful."Comeinandstopstaringatmybald

head"shesayswithhuskyvoice.



Thatohelpshersituponherbed."Babycanyou

getmeaheadwrap?"KhumoasksThato

chuckling.

"No!Youlookbeautifulwithyourbaldsexyself"

Hepecksherlips,"I'llgiveyoutwosomespace"

Hesaystoherandshenodssmiling.

Isitbesideherbed."Youlookbeautiful,how

wasthewedding?"Sheaskssmiling.

Iclearmythroat"Youknow?"

Shenodsherhead,whenshe'stalkingit'slike

she'sinpain."ThereasonIwantedtotalkto

you.Iheardyoulastnightwhenyouwerehere

toseeme"shesaysthenpause"Iwasableto

heareveryonebutIcouldn'topenmyeyesnor



respondsoIheardyou"shesays

"I'm sorryKhumo"Isaycryingandsheholdsmy

hand.

"WipethosetearsbeforeIpunchyourthroat"

shesaysandwelaugh.

"I'm happyforyouespeciallyformakingthe

decisionyoumadeafteryourealisedlifeistoo

shortandIdon'twantyoutofeelbadforgoing

aheadwiththiswithoutme"Shesays.

"Yousavedmylife"Isay

"I'm notahero!Ididwhatyouwould'vedonefor

meifyouknewhowtoholdagun"shemocks



me.

Welaughagainuntilshecriesinpain

"Takeiteasythere"Isaytoher.

"AsIwassayingreallydon'tworryabouthowI

feel,I'm happyforyouandKutloanobutIalso

can'twaittoseeMamkhulustabbingbothof

youtodeath"Shesaysgrinning.

"Andthatdresslooksamazing,doyouhave

picturesfrom today?"Sheaddsasking.

Inod"WehaveloadsandIcan'twaittoshow

you"Isaywithanexcitedtone.



"Later!Telltheotherstogocontinue

celebratingyouandKutloano,I'llbeattherebig

wedding.I'm sureThatoiscomingbacknow"

shesays

"ThankyouandIloveyou"Isayandweboth

hugcryingineachother'sshoulders.

Shesniffspullingoutfrom ahug"Iloveyoutoo

comradenowleave"

Thatowalksinaswestilltalking"IknewIwill

findyoutwocryingandlookingugly,sies"he

clowns

"Shutup!BabyLondekadoesn'twanttoenjoy

herdaybecauseofme"KhumosaystoThato.



Thatolooksatmeraisinghiseyebrow"Whyis

thatMrsKhuzwayo!"Thiscouple!

Ishrug"don'tyouthinkIwasselfish?"

"Getthefuckouthere!IfIwasinKutloano

shoesafterseeingmywomanalmostlosing

herlifeIwould'vemarriedherinablinkofan

eyeonceKhumofullyrecoversI'm marryingher

again"HesaysfacingKhumo

"Canyoubeseriousforonce?"Khumo

"Okay,we'llmakeanotherbaby"Heresponds.

"Londekajustleavethisidiotandgo"Khumo

andIleavethem behindfeelingrelieved.



CHAPTER64

Islowlywalkbacktothewaitingroom although

Khumoisawakebutyoucanseeshe'sinso

muchpain."Howisshe?"Hermotherasksand

everyoneelsestands.

Itakeadeepbreath"She'sfinebutshewants

spacefortoday"Iinform them.

Shesighsinrelief"Ifthat'swhatshewantsthen

weshouldleaveandIdon'twantanyone

mentioningthistoBaitumetsi"shesayswenod

andtheywalkoffwithmymom.

"Youdon'tlookokaybaby"Kutloanokissesmy

forehead.



Ismileathim "I'm fine,let'sgohome"Isay,

lying.

"Wearenotsleeping!Wewillcontinuewiththis

atyourhouse!"Siphosaysandwelaughathim

headingtotheparking.

Wejumpinsidethecarandweleavewhenwe

gethomewefindKamvaholdingCzarinher

armssittinginacouch."MrandMrs"shesays

withacheerfulsmile.

"Shutup!Wehaveguestsandyoulookreally

bad"Isaytoher,shedoesn'tsayaword.She

justrunsupstairswithherbrotherandKutloano

andIlaughather.

"Youseem distant,talktome"Kutloano,



holdingmyshouldersandlookingintomyeyes.

Isigh"Khumodoesn'tlookokayit'slikeshe's

pretendingtobe"Isaytohim andheraisehis

eyebrow.

"Areyoufeelingguiltyaboutushavingasecret

weddingwithouther?"HeasksandIshakemy

headinagreement.

"Iknewit!Idon'tseeanythingwrongwiththe

decisionwemade.Didyouguystalkaboutit?"

Inod,"Andwhatdidshesay?"Headdsasking

andkissingmynose.

"Shesaidshe'shappyforusandshecan'twait



untilmymotherstabthebothofustodeath"I

tellhim andwebothlaugh.

"Wearehere!"Siphosaysswingingthedoor,

"TomorrowweareallgoingtoseeKhumowith

hugebasketsoffruitsandstuffImissedher

shortasswithnicebody,thatmidget!"Hesays

interruptingKutloanoandI.

"What?Don'tyoudarestareatmelikethat,put

onthemusicandlet'spartyforthenight"He

saysmillywalking,Sipho!

Everyoneishereandtheatmosphereisgreat,

whenthedoorbellringsKutloanogetsitand

surprise!It'sThatopushinghiswifeonawheel

chair."Areyouguysoutofyourmind?Khumois

stillrecoveringdude"Kutloano



"DoyouthinkIwantherheredon'tpissmeoff

whenI'm alreadypissed"Thatosaysangrily,

knowinghowbossyismycousinI'm sureshe

forcedThatotobringherhere.

"Ionlyhavetwohoursherecanwenotwasteit

bybitingeachother'sheadoff?Iwanttobe

herethenI'llgobacktothehospital,fuckthe

rest!"ShesaysthenThatopushesherinside.

Nowweareallhereunderoneroofandmy

heartisrejoicingandKhumojustmadeaheart

warmingspeech.

"WeloveyouChun-Li"thecomradessaysaswe

grouphug,halfofusaredrunkexcludingme

andI'm readytobekilledbymymom afterthis



itwasagreatnightafterall.

CanweofficiallygiveKhumohercrown?She's

adamnQueen!

Somemightjudgemeaboutthedecision

KutloanoandImadebutputyourselfinour

shoesandyouwillunderstandwherewe

comingfrom.

BeforeIknewit,hourshadpassedbyandmy

cellphoneletoutasoundofbellsmyalarm for

fiveinmorning.Iopenmyeyesandsighthe

sunisshinningsobright.Irolloverandstareat

theemptyspotnexttome.

IgetupandheadtothenurseryandCzarisnot

heresoI'm guessinghe'swithhisfathersoI



walkthroughthehallwaytothesittingroom.I

findKutloanowatchingtelevisionwithCzarin

hisarmsandKamvaleaningonhisshoulder,I

quicklyruntomyroom togetmyphonesoI

cancapturethismoment.

Whenthecameramakesasoundtheyturn

facingme."Sorry"Ilaughandtheyjusthalf

smilebackandthat'sit.

Okay...Kamvaisnotherbubblyself.

Hereyesarebloodshootred,"What'sgoingon?

Wereyoucryingbaby?"IaskKamva,shenods

andstartscryingagain.

Iholdhertightlynexttomychest"Didyour

fatherhityou?"Iaskherandshegigglescrying.



"ReallyLondeka?"Kutloanoasks,Youwillnever

knowwhenitcomestothisman.

"Iwanttoknowwhathappened"Isaystroking

Kamva'sback.

"Princesstakeyourbrotherandgoupstairs"

KutloanogivesKamvaherbrotherandshe

leavesimmediately.

"Sowhathappened?"Iaskhim aftermybabies

disappears,yes!Youheardrightmybabies.

Hegivesmealetterfrom thetable."Whatis

this?"Iaskhim unfoldingtheletter.

"Readitandstopwiththequestionsbaby"He



says.

"Bythetimeyou'rereadingthisletterI'llbegone

andpleasedon'tlookforme.

ThreemonthsagoIfoundoutIhavecancer

whichiswhyIcamebacksothatKamvacanbe

closedtoherfamily.I'm sorryIliedKutloano

aboutthepaternityfrom thebottom ofmyheart

I'm askingforforgivenessandLondekathank

youforbeingsuchagreatpersonIknowmy

daughterissafeinyourhands,don'tbe

surprisedwhenyoureceiveacallthatI'm gone,

I'llbeinabetterplaceandI'vepreparedmyself

forit.

CongratulationonyourmarriageandKamvaI

leftmoneyforyousoyoucanpursueyour

dreams.



LoveandLighttoeveryone

Fikile"

Ireadtheletterwithmyhandstrembling,Ilook

atKutloanoandhestaresmeback.

"Soyoureallywon'tlookforher?Kamvaneeds

hermother,I'm surewecansaveherbaby"I

saytohim.

Heraisehishand"Thisiswhatshewantsand

Kamvasaidweshouldrespectthat"Hesays,

No!

"BabyI'm sureKamvadidn'tmeanthatokay

let'sfindFikileandgetthebestdoctorforher"



"LondekapackyourbagswearegoingtoPort

Shepstone"Hesays

"Baby..."

"Londekastopthisman,doyouthinkIenjoyed

watchingKamvacrying?IwishIcando

somethingbutsinceshewantsustorespect

hermother'swisheslet'sdothat,she'sold

enoughtomakeherowndecisions"Heinterject

"ButIthinkwecandosomethingaboutthis,we

can'tjustletthisgo"

"Respectherlastwishesandstopthis"Hesays

thenwalkaway.



KamvawalksinasI'm standingstillinthe

middleoftheroom."I'm guessingyou'veread

theletter"shesitsonthecouchandclaspsher

handsonherthighs.

"I'm surewecandosomething"

Sheshakesherheadindisagreement

"rememberwhenIsaidI'veseenherstruggling?

Iwasn'tlyingalthoughIdidn'tknowitwas

cancerbutshesuffered.Ifthisiswhatshe

wantsthenlet'srespectit"OhGod!

Itakeaseat"Buthowareyoufeeling?"Iaskher

"I'm hurtobviously"shechuckles,"butthisis

partoflifeandIcan'twaittowriteaboutit,let's



you'redyingnowwhat'syourwish?"

Okayno!

Ishrug"Iwantachoirsingingmyfavouritesong

inallwhite"Isay

"Andwewillrespectthat,sowhyyoudon't

wanttorespectFikile'swish"

"No,it'snotthatIdon'trespectherwishIjust

feelasifthere'ssomethingwecando"I

respond

"Iwishwecandosomething,Iknowwecan

butifshefeelslikeit'shertimethenlet'slether

go.I'm justpreparingmyselfforthatcallthat



she'sgone"

Sheburstoutcryingandmyeyesbecomes

moisttooandwebothcrytogetherineach

other'sarms.

CHAPTER65

I'm tired,I'm tiredoffeelingpingpong

emotionsthisweekleftmeultimatelynumb

andIhonestlydon'tknowhowIwentthroughit,

Fikilepassedawayduringtheweekandshe

wasburiedthefollowingday.

Idon'tknowhowKamvadoesitbutshe'sthe

moststronggirlI'vemet,Ithinkit'salso

becauseshealreadyacceptedthathermother

wasleavingsoonwhichwassoonerthan

expected.



Idon'tknowhowIcanthankmycomradesfor

pullingthisoneformetodayismyUmembeso

andI'm prayingandhopingnothinggoeswrong,

thatwillsuckupallmybloodandsoul.

TheKhuzwayofamilyisherejudgingfrom the

singingoutsideandI'm herestuckinthisroom

withmycomradesasalways"Guyswho'snext?

I'm enjoyingthis"Kaminasays.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Lindiaskstaking

asipfrom herglass.

KhumoandThatocouldn'tmakeittodaysince

Khumowasdischargedyesterdayofficiallybut

knowingChun-Lishemightshowupanytime

from now.



"Weddings,weallmustgetmarriedand

becomehousewivesthengetourownreality

showHousewivesofDurban"Kaminasaysand

welaugh.

"KatlegoisnextthenMbaliandLindi,Idon't

knowabouttherest"Kamosays

"Andwhyyou'renotcountingyourselfin?"Sipho

asksflappinghislashes.

Sheshrugs"KeletsoandIreallyneverspoke

aboutmarriage,Idon'tknowwhybutI'm

guessingit'sbecausewedon'tneedawedding

toproveweloveeachother"Hmm...

"Doyouseeyourselfgettingmarried?"Sipho

asksher



"Idon'tknow,I'veneversatdownonthat

thought"Sherespondshushingherbaby

Shekinnah,thesebabiesaregrowingupsofast.

Theyaresingingoutsidemydoorthefamous

'Utheubhutiasesizomlanda'songandI'm

gettingalittlenervousastheymakemechange

intomydressthatwastailoredforme,ithas

traditionalfabricalsoanditfitsmeperfectly.

TheyKhuzwayofamilyaredefinitelyhappyand

takingtoomanypictures.There'stwotents.

Oneissimpleforcookingandallthat,whilethe

otherisawhitestretchtentwithholes.WellI

sayit'sholesIdon'tknowiftheyhaveaspecial

name.It'sbeautifulplusthedecorationshavea

traditionalfeel.There'sthefamilyand

communitymembershere.



I'm givenmygiftsandasalwaysKutloano's

motheristalkingastheyareheadingmemy

firstgifts."Wearebackagain"shesaysand

peoplelaugh.

"FirsttimeImetyouhadgreenhairIdon'twant

thattochangewhenyoubecomeourwifecha,

chasthandwawhateverlooksgoodonyou

wearit"shesaysheadwrappingmyhead.

Bytheendofthedaymyeventisthetalkofthe

neighborhood.Peoplearecomplementingthe

amountofalcoholtheyhad.Imeanit'sthe

norm though,anyeventwithalotofalcoholis

beautifultopeople.Evenifithadbeenafuneral.

DidInotmentionChun-Liishere?She'supand



downmakingsureherinlawsarehappy,yes!

Sinceshe'smarriedtoKhuzwayoshecanonly

serveherpeople.

I'm servingKutloanoandThatoislaughing,

Hinataisonhislap."AuntLondzanaweyouare

married?"SheasksmeasI'm servingmy

husbandwithmyheadbowingdown.

Inodglancingather."Hah!PapasIdon'twant

togetmarried"shesaysandThatolaughs.

"Whynotprincess?"Ijustwanttolistentothis

thenIcanleave.

"LookatAuntLondzashecan'ttalkcauseshe's

marriedandshe'sservingsuchanoldmanwith

twolonghands"HahahaIsmellafeminist



here.

"That'sthereasonyoudon'twanttoget

married?"Kutloanoasksher

"Whyyou'renotservingAuntLondza?Whyshe

mustserveyou,myteachersaidthisis

genderalizing"shesaysandIcan'tholdback

mylaugh.

"Hinatait'sgenderinequality,Iwon'tremind

youagain"Thatosaystoherandeveryoneina

tableburstoutlaughingshecontinueseating

from herplate.

Mostpeoplehaveleftit'sjustclosefamilyand

friendswhowantsmorealcohol,Kamvais

gettingalongwithherauntRefilweandthey've



beentogetherliketongueandsaliva.

"YouknowHinatawastalkingaboutgender

inequality,Ifeellikethisgenerationwillbe

moreconsciousaboutwhatishappening

aroundthem unlikeus,theywillgrowup

knowingwhatispatriarchy"Kutloanosays

"Doyouthinkthat'sokay?I'm totallyagainst

feminism andallthesethingswomenshould

knowtheirplace,theysubmitandwelead"

saysLango,I'm enjoyingthis.

"TypicalXhosamenandtheirfragile

masculinity"saysMbali,woah!

"Stopguys!Ithinkit'suptothekidswhatthey

wanttodowiththeknowledgethey'velearnt



from schoolreallyIalsofeellikeitwillhelpthe

girlchildwithknowingherworthandhowto

standupforthemselves"Khumosays

"YouhaveastrongpointbabybutIalsofeellike

weareadoptingwhitepeople'sideologies,

don'tgetmewrongIknowyouareallaboutthis

buthonestlyspeakingwegrewupknowing

womensubmit"Thato

Guysareyounotenjoyingthislikeme.

"That'swheretheproblem startedandthis

leadedmenfeelingentitledandmakingwomen

feelinferiorthentheyoppressusbecausethey

realizedhowmuchpowerwehaveinourhands

aswomen"Lindi,Lindza



"Wecan'tbeequalthere'saheadandaneck

thosetwoarenotequal"Lango

"Ifwomencanslitathroatlikementhen

siyafanahhayi"Thapelosayssippinghisbeer

"Youhadtomakethisaboutkilling?"Keletso

asking.

"ThisisnotParliament,stopwiththistopic

sonkesiyafana"HisZuluissocute.

"Irestmycase"Lungasaysandwelaugh.

CHAPTER66

"I'm goingtocry"Khumosaysholdingbackher

tearsassheseesmeinmyweddingdress.



"StopitI'm gonnacryandSiphowillslityour

throatforruiningmymakeup"IreplyI'm happy,

myheartissingingabeautifullovesong.

It'sreallyabeautifuldress.It'stightatthetop

andflowsatthebottom.Ithasbeautifullace

andisn'ttoolong.It'sjustperfectanditmade

justforyourhonour.

"Don'tworrybitchesyourmakeupiswater

proof"Hesaysflappinghislonglashes,he's

alsomybridemaidifthat'sathing.

"Youlookperfecteverythingisperfect"My

sistersayswipingoffhertears,I'm gonnacry.

"Right!Thankstome"Siphosaysandwelaugh



athisdramaticself.

I'veneverwantedmanypeopleatmywedding

whichiswhyit'sonFriday.

Lastnightitwasmybridalparty,Lingerie

BachelorettepartyatKhumo'srestaurantand

knowinghowwildmycomradesaretheymade

meblowjobfivedildos,differentsizesandI

tasteddeathI'm notexaggerating,Iknow

Kutloano'spenisisdoublesizeofthosedildos

butKaminawaspushingthatthinginsidemy

mouth,Ievencriedintongues.

Kamvajoinedusforthenightshe'sthe

youngestbutsheknowshowtobringlifeatthe

party,itwasmorefunbecausenooneis

pregnantbutLindiwasn'tdrinkingwhich

surprisedme,allofusinfact.



We'rehavingabeachwedding.I'm wearing

whitesandalswithstrapsandnotheels.

Everyoneelseisbarefoot.It'sinUmhlangaand

they'rehidingwhatthefinaldecorlookslike

from methesepeoplearefullofsurprisesyou

knowthat.

Mymothercomesinandshestaresatmeand

cries."Londeka!"Shesayswithahuskyvoice.

"NocryingpleaseI'm tooemotionalthesedays"

saysLindi,isthissdakwapregnant?

"Idon'tknowIfIshouldslapyousinceIjustfind

outwhatyoudidbehindmybackorholdyou

closelytomychest"mymom says.



"Slapher!"Khumoblurtoutandwelaugh.

Itakeadeepbreath,andmymother'shandand

wewalkoutfrom therentedhousebythebeach

weused.

It'ssobeautiful!There'sbenchesandnotchairs.

Nooneisreallyonthesandexceptthepastor,

bridesmaids,groomsmenandmyhusbandto

be

Everyoneisstandingandlookingatme,

candlesmakeouttherestoftheislewhenIget

tothesand

IstareatmybabyandIswearhe'sabouttocry,

helookssohappyandmyeyesaremoist,

Thatopatshisbackwithawidesmileonhis

face.



Hestepsfowardandmommyhandsmeover

aftershakinghishand.

It'salmostsunsetandthesandiswarm onour

feetwiththebreezeblowingin

Westandinfrontofthepriest,todayisthe

beginningoftherestofmylifeandyes!I'm

readyforwhateverfrom nowon

Wedidn'tmakelongvowsthistimesinceweve

donethatbefore,thisismythirdringandbling

isanunderstatement.

After,everyoneheadstothereceptionarea

whichisthehousewerentedfortheday,

outsideatamarqueeandthefestivities

continuewhilewetakemanypictures.



Thereceptionisbeautifulbutnooneisseated,

it'slikeaparty.

"WhenKutloanotoldmehewasdating

someoneamazingandbeautifulandsmartall

atonceIaskedhim wherehegotthevoodoo

forthat,becausetheonlywomanIknowwho's

beautifulandsmartismywifeobviously"Thato

sayswinkingatKhumowhohasacurlylong

weaveonandlookinglikeagoddessthatsheis.

"Butwhenhetoldmeit'smywife'scousinIwas

okay,I'veneverseenmybrotherthishappyand

thankstoyouMrsKhuzwayothethird"He

chucklesthenhedissesKutloanoonewaybut

healsogavehim anadvice.



Khumogetsuptotakeamicfrom herhusband

andtheykiss,ah."Ireallydon'thavemuchto

saywhenLondekatoldmeshewasdating

KutloanoIwantedtopunchherthroatbecauseI

washidingmypregnancythattimebutbesides

thatI'veseenthem fallingandgettingupintheir

relationship,I'm happyweareheretocelebrate

mychildrenyestheyaremychildren,welcome

toKhuzwayofamilysweetheart"Khumosays

blowingakissourwayandIblowitback.

MymotherandotherKutloano'sfamily

membersmadespeechesbuttheysounded

prettysloshed,mymom toldeveryoneabout

mychildhoodstories,Ididn'twantKutloanoto

knowIwasdoingkaratewhenIwasakidbut

hischildhoodstorieshismothertolduswas

alsoreallyfunny.



Myhusbandtakesthestage,hestretcheshis

handandItakeit.

Westandatsmallstagehere.

"Sthandwasami,MrsKhuzwayo"Hesaysthat

wigglinghiseyebrows."Idon'tevenknowwhere

tobeginbutyouarethereasonI'm themanI

am today,we'vebeenthroughdroughtand

famineevennaturaldisastersandyou'vebeen

aroundforme,IwishIcansaymorebutyour

beautyismakingmespeechlesssoIgotagift

foryou,let'sgooutside"Hesaystakingmy

handwalkingout.

"Thisisallyours!"Hesays,thehouseandboat

ismines?Getout!



He'splayingright?Iscream andpullhim while

runningtothehouse.Ilovethishouse.I

thoughtwejustrenteditandnowit'sours.It's

beautifulandbythebeach.

"Getout!"Ipushhim playfullyandhesmiles

confidently.

Everyoneelseischeeringusup,"Iloveyou"I

saytohim kissinghislipseveryoneelsehas

wentbackinsidethehouse.

"Ihaveonemoresurpriseforyou"

"Whatisit?"Iaskhim.

"Thisdick!"HepointshismanhoodandIlaugh



athim."I'm jokingI'm notpartofBlackdiamond

anymorewearedone.I'm goingtobeagood

fathertomychildrenandgoodhusbandtoyou"

Hesays

"Thankyouforeverything"Isayandhewipes

mytearsusinghisthumbtheweheadback

insideandwehaveourfirstdancewellsecond

dance?

Lindicallofuswestandinacircle"GuysLunga

mademepregnantsoIcanstopdrinking

alcohol"shesays

"You'repregnant?"Weasksatonceandshe

nods.

"Metoo"Mbalisays



"Namiguys"Refilwe

Anotherone!Wescream togetherthenwego

backtothedancetoourmen.

"Thankyouforlettingmeloveyou"Mybaby

says.

"Thankyouforlovingme"Isayback.

THEEND.


