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Lifeissofascinating,everythinggoes

inordereventhoughwecan'tseeit,

youlosesome,youwinsome.Things

arebeautiful,whileothersarenot.I

guesswhatIamtryingtosayisthere

is2waystoeverything,eachand

everythinginthisworldbelongs

somewhere.Imightnotmakesense

nowbuthereismystory:



Iamafabulous23yearoldregistered

nurseatagovernmentclinic.Ihave

myownhouse,carandIamlooking

forlove.IfIhavetodescribemyself,I

wouldsayIamthesweetestperson

youareyettomeetbutdon'tyoudare

steponmytoesbecauseIhave

fierceinme.Andwhenitcomesto

looksbeautyissomethingIdon'tlack,

Iamnotdarkorlightskinned,wellmy

complexiondependsontheweather

ifyoucatchmydrift,Iamtallin

height,havetherightsizebuttand

curvestofitintomysize34jeans

andperfectlysizeablebreast.Isthat



thekindofdescriptionyouwere

expectingfromme?Lol,wellthatis

whatIwillofferfornowbecauseifI

havetogoonaboutmylooksIwould

dothatthewholeday.Ineverget

tiredoftalkingaboutme,myselfandI.

Ihavefirends,wellIamagirl.

NthabisengandDineo,theyarethe

twomostimportandpeopleinmylife

beforemydad.Iamtheonlychildat

homeandIlostmymomwhenIwas

inmatric.Iwas17,justaftergiving

birthtomeshedeveloped

complicationwithherwombwhich

waslaterconfirmedascancer.May



hersoulrestinpeace!Mydad

remarriedawomanwhohad5

childrenthatshebroughtwithtoour

housejustafterhepaidmagadi,

thatswhyIhadtomoveoutand

forcemydadtohelpmebuymyselfa

newhouse.Iwasntusedtothenoise

andhavingsiblingsjustmademefeel

likeIwasloosingmydadanditfelt

realasIhavejustlostmymom.

Mydaddidnttakemetocollege,he

hadhishandsfullasanewfather

andhusband.Hisnewfamilytook

mostofhistimeandspendhis

moneylikeitwasnothing.Bothmy



parentswereteachersbutmymom

resigned4yearsbeforeshedied

becauseofbeingsick.Mydaddidnt

wantmetoseemymomsufferingso

theybothsendmetoMokopaneto

finishmyhighschoolwhilestaying

withmyaunt.Iwasoldenoughtosee

whatwasgoingonbuttooignorant

tofactthatImightlosemymom,I

alwayshopedshewillgetbetter.The

dayshediedmydadhadsendmeon

atriptoCapeTownwithDineoand

Nthabi(shortforNthabiseng).She

diedwhileIwasawayandhavingfun

andIcouldntbethereforher.



Enoughaboutthesadpartofmylife,

Ihavelearnttolivewiththepainand

foundpeoplethatIcouldleanon,my

auntandevenmyforever

preoccupieddad.Hedoesfindtime

forhisprettylittleprincess...

Soletstakethefocusbacktome

again,wellthestoryisaboutmeso

yeah.

Iamnotthatalwaysbusywithwork,I

workataclinicthatsonlyopen

duringthedayandclosesatnight.I

wasconsideringhavingaparttime



jobbutIamtoolazyforthatmaybe

after3yearsfromnowImight

considerthat.Iamalwaysboredand

broke,Ievensometimesborrow

moneyfrommydad.Ishoptoomuch

onlineandImalwaysraidingmalls

everytimeIgetthechanceto.Agirl

gottolookgoodandsmellgoodso

thatswhyIamalwaysonshopping

sprees.ButthatisnottheonlythingI

spendmymoneyon,Iamagirlwho

lovesweavesmorethanyoulove

yourboyfriend...

Andtalkingaboutboyfriends...



Iamonamissiontofindone.Idont

carewhereheworksorhow

complicatedhislifeisaslongashe

canhelpmemaintainmyexpensive

lifestyle,yesIneedaworkingnon-

stingyguybuthehastolookgood

too.Tall,dark,handsome,abodyto

dieforandhaveagoodfashion

sense.Ihaveanexpensivetaste,I

canthelpit!

Ihavebeeninrelationshipsbefore

butnothingthatgotmeanywhere,

justadatefollowedbysexandthenI



wontanswertheircallsafterthat.I

wasntreallyinterestedin

relationshipsthough,Iwasmoreinto

thesexthananythingelse.Ofcourse

Iamasexfreak!Iknowallwomen

lovesexbutaskmostofthemthey

willtellyouhowannoyingitis,how

disgustingitisbutyettheyhave

boyfriendsandwillcomplainwhen

thosemendontpokethem.I'drather

beupfrontwithyouthanlie.

TodayIamofffromwork,Ihavent

cleanedthehouseordoneanything

ratherthanwalkaroundinmypanties

andbra.ItsnotlikeIamlazy,itsjustI



havebeenbusysurfingthenetfor

somethinginteresting.

Okaythetruthis...

Iamhornyandhaveusedmyvibrator

thismorningbutitdoesntfeellike

therealthingasIhavetoholditwith

myhand.Itgetsmetherebutmy

bodyisyearningforsomethinggood

andreal.Ineedtobetouchedand

playedwith,Ihavefantasiesyou

knowandIamnotafraidof

experiementing.



So,thereisthisoneguythatIhave

beenchattingwithonfacebook.He

hasbeenaskingtomeetmeandI

finallyagreedandIammeetinghim

tonight.

HisnameisJoeandmynameis...

KelebogileMehlape...

AndmaybeJoeismyMrRight...0
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Ihavegrownupnowandneeda

husbandoraboyfriendjusttohold

medown,Ineedtosettledownabit

butIamnottalkingabouthaving

childrenandplayingfamily.Istill

wanttohavefunwhileIhave

someonewaitingformeathome.

Besideskidsandallthatarethelast

thingonmymind,Ijustwanttoknow

howitfeelstohavethatspecial

someonethatcallsjusttocheckup

onmeortojustsay"Iloveyou".

Hmmm,Icanpicturemyselfgoing

outondateswithJoe.AndJoe

soundslikeanicenameforsomeone

whowouldbeaperfectmatchforme.



Ihaveonlyseenhispicturesandso

farIhavetosayIlike,nomanIlove

whatIhaveseensofar.Helookslike

aperfectgentlemanthatIwould

presenttomydadoneday.ThewayI

amsoexcitedIjusthopeeverything

turnsoutperfect,Icantmeetupwith

aloserwho'djustgoingtowantto

shagmeandleaveme.Iamdoneka

dihitandrunbathong!Andfromnow

onIhaverules,firstonthelistisno

sexonthefirstdateandIdontcare

howhornyorhowpromisingthe

relationshipis,Iwontgothere.



SinceIgottiredofwaitingforthe

evenningtocomeIdecidedtoclean

myhouse,Iwaslazythoughand

didntdoagoodjobwiththecleaning

butatleastmyhousewasbetterand

itsnotlikeIambringingJoehere

mos.AftercleaningIdecidedtocall

Dineo,timewasmovingslowly.

"HelloMissBlindDate,areyou

ready?"shesaidassheansweredher

phone.Dineoistooforwardleyena,

shehasbeenonsomanyblinddates

butsheismakingitasthoughIam

themasterofitall.



"Yes,Iamreadygirl."Ireplied.

"Uhandmakesuremynumberison

speeddialifthedatedoesntgo

accordingly.YoucancallmeandI

willrescueyou."

"Dineo,haveyouseenJoe'spictures

girl?IdontthinkIamgoingtoneed

you."

"Kele,peopletake100ofselfiesand

endchoosingonethatmakesthem



lookbetter.Ao,Iamanexpertinthis

thingyou!"shesaidspeakinglikeI

didntknownothingaboutblinddates.

ThismightbemyfirstbutIgotit.

"OkayfineDineo,Iwillhaveyour

numberonspeeddial."Isaidand

quicklyhangupbeforeshecouldsay

somethingtoputmeoff.

Iwenttoputmyphoneonchargerin

mybedroomandwhenIwalkedoutit

rangagain.

"GoodnessDineo!"IsaidasIwent



backtoitbutitwasntDineo,itwas

Joe.

"Heyhandsome."IsaidasIanswered

thephone.

"Heybeautifulone.Icantwaittosee

you."hesaidinhismostcharming

deepsexyvoicethatalmostsendme

toacertainplace.Thisguyistheone

Icantell.

"Icantwaittoobaby."Isaid.



Wespokeforawhileasweflirtback

andforth.Iseriouslycouldntwaitto

gooutondateswithhimuntilwehit

itorIjustmightbreakmyfirstrule,

theyaremeanttobebrokenbythe

way.Wellactuallywhywaitwhenwe

botharereadyandcantellthatthat

iswhatwebothwant?When

somethingismutualthereisnoharm

inthat.Especiallysinceyouare

talkingtosomeoneyou'venevermet

beforebutyethemakesyoufeellike

agoddesandappreciateyoulikeyou

arehisfirstandlastinthisworld.

Goodness,Ineedtogetmymind

backontrackbeforeIstarthaving



sexwithJoe'svoice.

Wehangupaftertalkingfor30

minutesandwehadanhourtoget

readysowecouldmeet.Aftertalking

toJoeIwenttothebathroomand

tookagoodsoothing20minutes

bath.Ineededittorelaxmybodyand

maybemybodywillbehavetoowhen

itseesJoe.Ifinishedbathingand

wenttoraidmyclosetforsomething

thatIcouldwear,Ireallywantto

impressJoebuteverythingdidnt

seemsuitable.Ichangedfromskinny

jeanstodresses,mybedroomlooked

likeIwasdoingagardenJumbosale



withmyclotheseverywhere.MaybeI

needednewclothes,youknow?I

endedupwearingmyblueskinny

jeans,whitetightshirt,ablueleather

biker'sjacketandblackhighheelhalf

boots.Mhhhh,IlookedlikeaCiara

fromanotherplanetwithmyweave

hangingtomyshoulders.Ichecked

thetimeandIwaslate.Iranoutthe

housestraighttomycar.Canyou

believeIdontevenknowwhereJoe

andIaresupposetomeet?Iwillcall

himonmyway.

IdrovetotownandwhenIgotthereI

calledhimandhesaidhewas



alreadywaitingformeatMacDonald

inHamiltonstreet.Idrovethereand

foundparking.Icalledhim.

"Heycomein,Iamwearingblue

chinoesandaskyblueshirtand

holdingredroses."hesaidafterItold

himIwasoutside.Ismiledatthe

thoughtofhimholdingroses.Whata

charmer.IwalkedintoMacDonald

andlookedaround,itwasfull,there

werepeopleeverywherebutitwasnt

toohardhardtospotaguywithred

rosesinhishands.Isawhimand

walkedtowardshim.



AsIgottohimhestoodupand

guesswhat?

Inmyhighestheels,withmyheight

hewassoshortIthinkIcouldgivea

hugandhisheadwillbeonmy

tummy.

Worstpart...

Hepulledmedowntokissmefull

lips...



Gosh,Ineedtomakeacall...
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Height!That'stheonethingIforgot

toaskhimwhenhewastellingme

abouthimself.Bathong,Iamnotyour

typicaltallSouthAfricangirl.Iam

yourAlekWektallwithboobsanda

bigbooty,canyoupicturethat?

MaybeIameventallerthanAlek,I

amstandingat1,74m.Nowimagine

merightnowbendingdowntokiss

thisshortguy.AndIknowpeople

werewatchingus.Iwasseriously

temptedtorunoutoftherebutfirstI



needtotellthisshortguythathe

doesntstandachancewithme.I

don'tthinkIevenneedDineoforthis

one.

IlethimkissmeandbelievemeIdint

likethekisseither.Afterkissingme,

hepulledachairformeandgaveme

theroses.Modimo,heissosweet

though.Butlikeseriouslythisguy

thinkswearecompatable?Yes,we

mighthaveclickedbeforebutthat's

beforeIknewhewasthisshort.He

hadgoodlooksthoughandIdidnt

mindhisbrownfrontteetheitherbut

please...



"Wow,finally.Imeetthebeautifuland

gorgeousKelebogile.Wow,youknow

thosepicturesyousendmedon'tdo

muchjusticetoyourbeauty.Girlyou

arebeautiful."hesaidreachingfor

myhandthatwasonthetable.I

lookedawaynotwantingtomakeeye

contactwithhim,Iwasbeyondbored

nottomentionannoyed.

"Joe,letmejustbeupfrontwithyou.I

dontthinkthisisgoingtowork."I

saidpullingmyhandoutofhis

sweatypalms.Hewassmilingbutyet



helookedconfused.

"Baby,whatdoyoumean?"heasked.

"Idontwantyou?"Isaidalmost

shouting.Webothlookedaroundto

seeifpeoplewerewatchingbutit

seemsasthougheveryonewas

mindingtheirownbusiness,maybe

theydidntseetheawfulkisseither.

"Why?Wespokeealiertodayandyou

soundedhappytoseeme.Whats

changed?"



"Youdidnttellmeyouwerethis

short?"Ihissedathimevenpointing

outathowshortheiswithmyhand.

"Thatsit?"

"Whatdoyoumeanthatsit?Idont

dateshortguys?"

"Mydickisnotshort!"

"What?Thishasnothingtodowith

whatsbetweenyourlegsJoe."



"Comeon,Icangiveyouthebestsex

anyonehasevergivenyou.Wecan

gotrynowthenyoucandecidedafter

that."hespokelookingatmeas

thoughhewasmakingsenseand

believemehewastalkingkak.Iam

desperateforamanbutshortieI

dontwant.

"Motho,Idontcareaboutsexorthe

sizeofyourpenis.Idontwantyou

finishandklaar!"Isaidgettingup.

"Kelebodilewhereareyougoing?"



"Home,toforgetaboutyou!"

"Youcantleavemehere,Icameall

thewaytotownbytaxihopingto

spendthenightwithyouatyour

place."

"Areyououtofyourmind?Didyou

thinkIwasgoingtotakeastrangerto

myhouse?"

"Iamnotastranger,youtoldme

countlesstimesaboutthewayyou



lovemeandcantwaittomeetme.Is

thissomekindofascamthatyourun

onpoorguyslikeme?"Joeaskedme

withtearssuddenlyrunningdownhis

cheeks.Ihaveseenmencrybefore

butnomanhasevercriedforme,

dontgetmewrongIwasntcharmedI

wasembarrassed.Icameherefora

nightwithmyprincecharmingnota

crybabywhodoesntevenminddoing

itpublicandbynowpeoplewere

watchingus.NowIlookedlikea

monsterthathadamanwithaface

fullofbeardscrying.Isatdownwith

asmilebuthissedathimtostop

crying.Hewascryingokareke



mmethile!

"Iamsorry,itsjustthatkegoratatoo

much!"hesaidwipingoffhistears

withthebackofhishands.Aowa,for

sureIamdreaming.

Ihavebeenchattingtothisguyfor

thepast3weeksandIhadthis

perfectimageofhim,notthis.Dineo

isgoingtohaveafielddaylaughing

atme!Iaskedhimtogoorderforus,

heaskedwhatisitthatIwanted.I

justtoldhimIamfinewithadrink.I

insistedthatIgivehimmoney,he



tookit.IgavehimR200.

AssoonashejoinedthelongqueueI

madeaduckforit.Iranoutof

MacDonaldfasterthanTomand

JerryandthankGodIdidnttriporfall.

Iranoutsidetomycar'sdirection.I

wasstillrunningfastwhenIwas

abouttopassablackX5thedoor

openedandsendmestraightonmy

ass.Iscreamedatthedriverwho

quicklygotoutofhiscar.

"Iamsosorry,areyouokay?"theguy

askedmetryingtohelpmeup.



"Donttouchme,okay?"Isaidgetting

up.HetriedtotalktomebutItold

himtobegoff.Iwentstraighttomy

caranddroveoff.

5minuteslatermyphonestarted

ringing.ItwasJoe,Iignoredthecalls.

DontsayIamheartlessfordoing

whatIdid,atleastIgavehimR200ao!

AndIshouldntbegivingawaymoney

likethat,itsstillalongwaytomonth

end.

Igottomyplaceandgotoutofmy



cartoopenthegate.Ihatethis,Itold

mydadIneedaremotecontrolled

gatebuthethinksIcanaffordit.

Doesntheknowhowmuchagood

weavecosts?

Idrovemycarinandwentbackto

lockthegatebutasIwaswalkingto

itmyphonerang,itwasDineoandI

answered.ThenablackX5stopped

rightthereatthegate.

Hefollowedme...

Didhereallyhavetofollowme...???
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Idon'tknowthisguybutalreadyhe

wasannoyingmeashell.Whothe

helldoeshethinkheis,showingup

atmyplacelikethis?Butanywayits

notlikehehasmynumberandwould

calltoaskifhecouldcome.Mara,he

shouldnthave!Ihaveenoughguys

runningaftermeandIdontneedone

withabigcardoingthat.The

neighboursarenosygape.Following

mearoundwasmakinghimsound

likeastalkerandIcan'tdealwiththat

now,especiallysinceIamlookingfor

aboyfriend.Iwanttoexplorebefore



astalkercanputmedown.

Iwantedtoshowhimthathewasnot

welcomeasIstoodatthegateand

foldedmyarmsacrossmychest.I

lookedathimashecameoutofhis

carwithhisbulgyclothes,trackpants

andatop.Geez,helookedlikeaJay-

Zwannabe,hewastallthough.

Infacttallerthanmebutthatdidnt

count!

"Hey,IamsorryIfollowedyoubutI

justhadtomakesureyouareokay."

hesaidinhisdeepvoice,ifhewas



goodlookingIwouldhavevibrated

withit.

"Iamokay,soyoucango!"Isaid

coldlytohim.Ididntwanttobe

friendlywithhim,Idon'twanthimto

getthewrongideaandthinkheis

welcometopitchupatmyhouse

everytimehewants.

"Whatiswrongwithyou?Whatdid

youeatatMacDonaldthatgotyouin

suchabittermood."hesaidleaning

againsthiscarwithhishandsinhis

pockets.



Iwalkedtothegateandpusheditto

closeit,hejumpedinfrontofitand

heldittostopmefromclosingit.So

nowIamgoingtofightformygate

withastrangerthatalmosykilledme

withhiscardoor.Ididntwanttotalk

tohimthenandwhatmakeshim

thinkIwouldwanttotalktohimnow?

SomementhinkkebonaboModimo!

"Ifyoudontstoppushingthisgate

oneofusisgoingtogethurt."he

saidstillstandingonthegate'strail

andholdingit.Hespokeinsucha



manneryou'dswearwewerenotina

fightoveragate.Itwaslikehewas

readingsomeadvertorreadingthe

newsontv.Somethingabouthim

wasjustmysteriousthough.Whatif

heisakillerorevenworseJoe'sbody

guard!Ja,JoeissoshortIswearhe

needsatallbodyguardjustlikethis

guy.Hewasstartingtofreakmeout.

"IfyoudontleaverightnowIswearto

youIwillscream."Isaidtohimtrying

topushhimaway,hewasnteven

moving.Hejuststoodinoneplace,

pushinghimseemedlikeIwas

pokinghimwithafinger.



"Goaheadbecauseassoonas

peoplestartcomingoutoftheir

housesIwillbelonggoneandyou'll

looklikealunatic."hesaidthenhe

pushedmeinsidewithhishand.I

almsotfellbackagainonmyass

again.

"Thatworksformejustfine."

"Stopbeingridiculous,doyouthink

thatIlooklikesomeonewhowould

hurtawoman?Iknowyoumusthave

takenaknockfrommycardoorandI



justwantedtomakesureyouare

okay."

"ItoldyouIamfine,whydontyougo

now!"

"BecauseIwanttogiveyoumy

businesscardsoyoucouldcallmeif

youexperinceanykindofpain!"he

spokeforthefirsttimeraisinghis

voiceatme.Wow!

"Idontwantyourstupidcard,Ican

takecareofmyselfnowgo.Go!Go!"I

screamedathimbutnotloudenough



fortheneighbourstohear.Andwhen

hedidntmoveItriedtopushhim

awayfromthegate.EverytimeItried

topushhimhewouldholdmyhands

andthrowmeback.Thismademeso

angrythatIstartedhailingallsortsof

insultathim,atsomepointItoldhim

heisastupidmanwhofollows

womanaroundfornoreason.Inall

thisallhesaidwas:

"Hey,hey,hey,stopit.Stopit!"

"Go!Leavemethehellalone!Just

go!"Iscreamedonelasttimeathim



andhesaid:

"Fine,Iwillletyoucooloff."thenhe

walkedtohiscar.

Ishutmygateandlockedit.Hedrove

off.Iangrilywalkedintomycold

lonelyhousesopissedoff.Myphone

ranginmyhand,IforgotIhad

answeredDineo'scallearlier,wonder

whathappenedtoher.Iansweredmy

phoneanditwasmywhite

neighbour'sson,hesaidhewas

callingtoknowifIwasokayashe

heardsomeshoutingandscreaming



inmyyard.Nosyneighbour!Itoldhim

everythingwasfineandhangup

beforehecouldtalksomemore.Why

didnthecomeoutthetimeheheard

thescreamingandshouting?

Mpheyaneyalekgowa!

AfterthiswholethingwithMrJay-Z

wannabeIwontlieIwaspretty

scared.Somethingcouldhave

happenedoutthere,maybeIshould

callmyneighbourandaskhimifI

couldcomesleepoverbutstillIwill

havetocomebacktothishouse

again.



Iswichedallthelightsoninthe

houseandtookoffmyboots.NowI

washungry,haventhadanythingto

eatsinceIwasexcitedtomeetJoe.

IfonlyIhadknown.

Imademyselfacupofcoffeeand

grabbed2muffins,itwasafter11pm

andtomorrowIhaveworkbutdidnt

feellikegoingtosleep.Itookmy

phoneandcalledDineo.Assoonas

sheansweredshewent:

"YohKelebogile,thankGodyoucalled



me.GirlfriendIheardthewholething

anddontworryIcalledthepolice."

Whatthehellfor...???
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Okay,IknowDineomeanswelland

shedidwhatshedidoutofconcern

butwhatthehellamIgoingtodo

withthepolice?Theyaregoingtoask

meendlessquestiondemandingto

knowwhathappened.Nowwhat?Am

Igoingtotellthemthatmyfriendjust

madeacallassumingIwasbeing

attacked?IloveDineobutsometimes



shedoesntuseherbraintothink.The

policeareontheirwayrightnow,I

needaplan.Iamtiredandgoing

throughtheeventsoftonightor

shoutingatDineowasn'tgoingto

helpwithanythingsoItoldherIwill

talktohertomorrow,Ihangupbefore

shecouldtalk.Ievenswitchedmy

phoneoff.

NowIcan'tevengotosleepbecause

Ihavetowaitforthepolice,Idon't

evenknowwhattimetheywillbe.

Governmentpeople,theymisuse

governmentresources!Ialsowork

forthegovernmentbutIamagood



governmentemployeeshem!Iwaited

formorethananhoursittingonmy

couchstarringthroughthetv,my

mindwasn'tonit.AllIcouldthinkof

wasJoe,IknowIwasangrybecause

ofhisshortnessbutIhadhurtthe

poorguy.MaybeIshouldcallhim

andapologise,nahIhavealottodeal

withnow.

Ifellasleeponthecouchandwas

wokenupbythepolicesiren.I

checkedthetimeonmyclockitwas

2am,likereallyIwouldhavediedmos!

IwassopissedoffasIwentoutside

barefoot.



"Ma'amareyouKelebogileMehlape?"

Awhitepoliceofficeraskedme.

"Yes,Iam."Iansweredhimrubbing

myeyes.Theirbluelightswere

everywhere,tomorrowIamgoingto

bethetalkofKirkneyvillage.Iknow

peoplearelookingthroughtheir

windowsrightnow.Thewhiteofficer

introducedhimselfassomethingdu

PlessisandheaskedifIcouldopen

thegateforhim.Idid,hecamein

followedbyablackofficerwhowent

tolookaroundmyyardwithatorch



eventhoughIhadmylightson.Gaa

bonekeengkayena?

Myneighbour'sson,Andre,also

followedbehindthem.DuPlessis

askedhimwhathewasdoinghere,I

toldhimitsfinehecanstay.

"Ma'am,wereceivedacallfroma

womanclaimingtobeyourfriend.

Shesaidyouwerebeingattacked."

duPlessissaid.

"Yes,myfriendheardaconfrontation

Ihadwithmyboyfriendoverthe



phone.Weareokaynow,heisnot

evenherenow."Ispokelookingat

theblackpoliceofficerwhowasnow

infrontmyhouseandhadtoucheda

mopthatfellonhim.Heissearching

thisplaceasthoughhewascalledto

comeraidmyhouse.Domkop!

"Youhaveaboyfriend?"Andreasked

me.

Ididntanswerhim,duPlessisgave

himalookthatsaid"thisisnotthe

timeforyourneighbourlychatts".He

sulkedashefoldedhisarmsacross



hischest.Thisboythinksheowns

mejustbecauseheismyneighbour

andheisonly19.Butthiskidsgrow

yong,heiseventallerthanme.

DuPlessisaskedifIwantedtoopen

acase,Itoldhimtherewasnoneed.

Hetriedtoconvincemebyscaring

methat"myboyfriend"willoneday

killmeifIdontreporthim.Ididnt

needhisconvincing,Idonthavea

boyfriendanyway.Hecalledhis

partnerandtheybothleft.

"IhavetogosleepAndre."Isaidand



wenttostandatthegate.

"Areyouokay?"heaskedmewitha

bitconcerninhisvoice.Iwenttohim

andkissedhimonhischeek.

"Imfine,youcango."

HewalkedoutandwaitedformeasI

lockedthegate.Isaidgoodnightto

himandturnedaround.

"Kele,doyoureallyhaveaboyfriend?"

hescreamedatmeasIwalkedtothe



house.Ilaughedandscreamednoat

him.

Igotinsidethehouseandwent

straighttobedaftertakingmy

clothesoff.Ifellasleepassoonas

myheadhitthepillow.Andthenext

thingIheardsomefunnymusicthat

soundedlikeitwascomingfroma

distance.Ididntwanttowakeupbut

themusicwouldntstopuntilIfinally

wokeup.Irealisedthatthemusic

wasactuallymyphone'salarm.Igot

outofbedandmademybed,Iwas

stilsleepybutIhadworktogoto.

HowIhategrowingup!Iwenttomy



phoneinthetvroom,Iswitchediton

andimmediatelymessagescame

pouringin.Ileftitonthecoffeetable

andwenttotakeashower.Aftermy

showerIgotintomyuniformand

woremyslippersasImadebreakfast.

IcheckedmyphoneandIhad

messagesandmissedcallsfromJoe,

DineoandNthabiseng.Ididntfeel

liketalkingtoanyofthemespecially

JoebutmaybeIshouldblockJoe's

number.HedoesntgetthatIdont

wanttobewithmos.

Iheardacarpullingoutside,atfirstI

thoughtitwaspassingbutIsaw



reflectionthroughthewindowand

realiseditsatmygate.Itossedthe

curtaintothesideandpeeked

throughthewindowonlytoseethe

blackX5atmygate.Damn,Ishould

havetoldthepoliceIhaveastalker.

Iwentcheckonmyeggsthatwere

burningandthentherewasaknock

atthedoor.Iwenttoopenthedoor

readytoinsultthebloodyJay-Z

wannabebutmyeyesfellon...

Atallhandsomedarklookingguy

wearingagraysuit...



Isthisthelastnight'sJay-Zwanna

be...???
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Ishouldhavepaidalotofattention

tohislookslastnightmaybeI

wouldnthavebeenthatharshathim,

akerewetreatpeopledifferentely

accordingtotheirlooks.Butcomeon

afterthethenightIhadwithJoeI

hadnotimetocheckoutanyother

guy,especiallynotsomeonewho

almostsendmetotheERand

besideswewereoutside,howwasI



supposetodothat.

Hiseyeswerealsoalloverme,itslike

wewereseeingeachotherforthe

firsttimebuttherewassomething

betweenusthatmadeitlooklike

timeandeverythinghadstoodstill

andtheonlythingmovingwasthe

chemistrybetweenus.Helookedlike

someoneyouwouldonlyfindin

magazines.Verytall,dark,bigeyes

withlipsthatmademethinkof

nothingbutchocolate.Iwasgetting

lostinthisguyslooks,Icouldnteven

talkbutatleasthehadavoiceashe

said:



"Iknowyoudontwanttotalktome

butcouldyouatleasttellmeyouare

notinpain."

"Wouldyouliketocomeinfor

coffee?"Iinvitedhiminwithouteven

realisingwhathejustsaid,itsonly

laterthatitcametome.Iwasacting

likesomeonewhowasnotincontrol

oftheiremotions,evenmyhairfelt

outofplacebutmaybeIneededa

newweave.

Helookedatmeandraisedan



eyebrow,IknowIwasntactinglike

myfeistylastnight'sselfandevenI

wassuspiciousofmymotivesfor

invitinghiminsidemyhouse.Imade

wayforhimasIopenedthedoor

wider,henodhisheadthencamein.

Myhousewasabitmessy,Iamsuch

ahorriblenastygirlinthemorning.I

leavetraceseverywhereinthehouse,

myhairbrushwillbeinthekitchen,

mymakeupkitonthefloor,cosmetic

bagonthecouchanditscontent

scatteredeverywhere.Well,Istayon

myownandIdonthaveanyoneto

keeptabsonmebutIthinkIneedto

changethat.



"Nicehouse."hesaidashegrabbeda

chairinthekitchenIhadashirtthere.

Igrabbeditbeforehecouldtouchit,

hewasgoingto.

"Thanks,itsnotusuallythismessy."I

saidlaughing.Iwasnervousashell.

"Iaskedyouaquestion."hespoke

withhisvoice,theonethatheused

lastnight.Ilikeditbuttodayithada

bitofaneffectonme.



"Youdid?"

"Yes."

"Doyoumindrepeatingit?"

"Areyouinpaintoday?"

"Oh,that?No,IdontthinkIgothurt

lastnight.Iamsuperfine."Ispokein

avoiceIdidntrecognisedand

laughedlikedonkeyIheardin

Mokopane.OhGod,Iammakinga

foolofmyself.Whatiswrongwith



me?

Hesattherejustlookingatme,his

eyesandheadmovedwithevery

movementImade.Isatdown,maybe

thatwillhelpcalmmedownabit.I

haveakitchencounternotatable

andIhaveonly2chairsinmykitchen

sothatmeantIhadtositnexttohim.

TrustmeIwasntseeingagood

lookingguyforthefirsttimebuttobe

honestthisonewasdifferent,hehad

himselftogetherwhileIwasjittery

andallovetheplace.Myweavewas

gettingitchier,Iwasevenscaredof

pattingitwithmypalm.



"Ahem,thecoffee?"Heaskedme.

"Coffee?"Iaskedhimbackthen

jumpedupagainrememberingIhad

invitedhiminforcoffee,Ialmostfell.

HegrabbedmebeforeIcouldhitthe

floorbutIwasntreallygoingtofall.

Hishandswerewarmandstrongas

hehelpedmestraightup.

"Careful,nowonderyouIknocked

youwithmycardoorlastnight,you

dontwatchwhatyoudo."hesaid

lettingmeslowlygoasthoughIwas



unstabletoholdmyselfstraightup.

Andsomehowthatjustannoyedme,I

madeafoolofmyselfinfrontofhim

andnowhethinksIamarealfool.

OkayIdontknowwhatIamsaying

butthatdoesntgivehimtherightto

saywhathesaid,healmostkilledme!

"Ithinkyoushouldleave!"IsaidasI

pointedatthedoorforhim.

"Why?"

"Ihavetogetreadyforwork."



"Iwillleavewhenyouleaveforwork."

"Why?"

"BecauseIsayso."hesaidshiftingin

thechairtomakehimself

comfortableandshowingmethathe

wasntgoinganywhere.

"Okay,whatisyournamethen?"I

askedhimasIsatbackdown.

"Kgosi."



"Kgosiwho?"

"Kgosi."

Thisguyhassomebigegoissues,I

amtryingtobepolitehereandhehas

toactlikebodyguard.Youknow

thosebodyguardsthatdonttalkbut

followsyouaroundandstandlikea

robot.

"MynameisKgosiandmysurname

isKgosi."hesaidafterrealisingIwas



abitconfusedbuttoopridefultoask

whattheheckhewastalkingabout.

"Oh,KgosiKgosi?IamKelebogile

Mehlape."Isaidtohimwithasmile.

Hedidntseeminterestedinmyname,

infacthelookedabitbored.Ifelta

bitashamedoftellinghimmyname

withouthimasking,itmademe

soundabitforward.

Helookedathiswristwatchandsaid:

"IthinkIbetterleave.Ihaveanearly

meeting,Imgladyouareokay."



IrememberedIalsohavetogoto

work,webothstoodupatthesame

time.Westoodfacingeachother,our

facealmosttouchingandoureyes

glaringateachother...

Iswallowed,hard...

IthinkheheardthekwidiiiisoundI

made..
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Rememberthelookyouhadasa



childwhensomeoneatesomething

thatyoureallywantedrightinfrontof

you,wavingitmakingyourheadgoto

allthedirectionsthepersonwas

takingthatdelicioussomething?Well,

Idontknowifyouunderstandbut

thatishowIfeltwhenIwasstanding

nexttoKgosi.Hislipslookedjuicy

andinvitingbutIwasafraidtogofor

themeventhoughmywholebody

wasurgingmeto.Imighthavebeen

abitofloosegirlbeforeandhad

gottenawaywithtakingwhateveritis

thatIwantedbutrightnowstanding

infrontofanegomaniacguylike

Kgosiwassomethingelse.Iknowhe



feltallthatIwasfeeling.

Heopenedhismouth,Ireached

forwardwithmyheadwantingto

meethimhalfwaybuthewasn't

openinghismouthtokissme.He

spoke:

"IguessIwillseeyouaround."

MyheartsankandthistimeIwanted

toswallowbutthewasnothingon

mythroat,Iwasasdryasaleaf.I

lickedmylipswithmytongueand

shiftedbacktogivehimroomto



move.Hewalkedtothedoor,Iturned

around.Ididntwanttolookathim,I

hadsobadlywantedhimtokissme

andhejuststoodtherelikehewas

daringmetokisshim.Iheardhiscar

drivingoffoutside,Iwenttomy

bedroomandputonmyshoes.Ihad

only15minutestogettowork.Icant

believeIwastedtimestarringand

hopingamanIdidntknowwouldkiss

me.ThisMr.Righthuntingthingis

reallygoingtomyhead,itslikeIam

seeingeverymanoutthereasaMr.

RightbutaowathatsnottrueorelseI

wouldhavebroughtJoebackhome

withme.



Ihadtoquicklybeoutthehouse.I

justtookmycoldbreakfastand

threwitinthebin,IknowIwill

rememberthisfoodwhenmyassis

brokebutnowIhadtodash.Myboss

isabitevil,ifyougettoworkexactly

at7inhereyesyouarelateso

everyonehastoalwaysbeearlyto

impressher.Idrovelikecrazyusing

shortcutswhichturnedouttobea

longdrybecauseoftraffic,finallyI

gottoworkandIhadtorushin

beforeBongiweseesme,myboss.



Workwasntthathectic,itssomething

thatIdoeverydaymos.Itsjustthat

mymindwasonanotherplanet,I

couldntstopthinkingaboutKgosi.I

checkedmyphoneseveraltimes

hopingtoseeamisscalloranSMS

fromhim,itonlydawnedonmelater

thathedoesnthavemynumber.How

didthathappen?Andwhatifhenever

comesback?Tjo,Iwouldmissouton

anopportunitytoknowifheisthe

oneornot.ButeitherwayIwanthim!

Bylunchtimemytwogirlfriends

calledtosayIshouldjointhemat

KFC,IdontreallylikeKFCespecially



withitsscandalslatelybutitwasthe

onlyplacewecouldmeethere.I

couldwalktoKFCbutwalkingwhileI

haveacarisnotanoption.Idrove

andwithin5minutesIwasalready

there.

NthabiandDineogotupwhenthey

sawme.Igavethemhugsandsat

down,theywerewaitingforour

Twistermealsastheywerebusy

fussingallovermeaboutlastnight

andDineohadreallyheardmorethan

sheshouldhave.Sheevenmentioned

howsurprisedsheisthatIdonthave

asinglebruiseonmybody.Shewent



togetourmealsandquicklycame

back.

"So,girldidthepolicefindhimstill

withyouornot?"Dineoaskedme

takingabiteoutofhertwister,this

girlisskinnywithabigass.She

doesntgainweightanywhereelse

otherthanthere.

"Youshouldhaveaskedmethatthe

minuteIgothereratherthanyou

goingofflikeyouweretherewithme

missy."Isaidtoher.



"Okay,talk.Wedonthavemuchtime."

Nthabisaid.Shehasalwaysbeenone

tokeeptrackoftimeandeverything

butmaybethatbecausesheisa

motherandawife.Butwilltalkall

aboutthatanotherday.Itoldthem

everythingaboutmynightwithJoe,

meetingKgosiandthismorning.

Dineowaslaughingherheadoff

aboutJoe,especiallythe"dick"part

whileNthabisengwasntimpressed

thatIwentonablinddate.

"ThingscouldhavebeenworseKele

andIdonttrustthisKgosiguyeither."

Nthabisaidthenlookedatherwrist



watch.

"Nthabi,youarespoilingthis.LetKele

explorebesidesIdontthinksomeone

likeKgosiexist.Maybeshehada

dreamaboutJoeturningoutlikethat,

whoknowsletthegirldreamon."

DineosaidandsheandNthabi

laughed.Ilookedatthemandwent:

"Mxm!"

Thatdidntstopthemfromlaughing.

Weatewhiletheymadejokesabout

meandJoe.Afterweweredone



Dineowantedmeustomeetlaterbut

Nthabirefusedandsaiditsduringthe

week.Ai,Nthabihasbeennothingbut

boringlately.Shedoesntwanttodo

anythingwithus,itsalwayslunchand

nothingmore.

Iwentbacktoworkandby4pmit

waschailetime.Igotoutofthereand

drovestraighthome,maybeIwillfind

Kgosiwaitingfrome.Afewhouse

fromminetherewerekidsplayingin

thestreet,IdroveslowlyasIgot

closertothembutoutofnowhere

somethingbouncedinfrontofmycar.



Ihitthebrakessohardand

screamed...

IthinkIransomebody'schildover...
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Theworstthatcouldeverhappenin

myyounglifeismegoingtojailfor

runningsomeone'schildoverwithmy

car.IknowIamabadpersonandI

havedoneterriblethingslatelylike

leavingJoeatMacDonaldbutplease

IdontthinkIdeservethis,Iwasnt

evendrivingfast.Ihadsloweddown!



Gosh,Iamonly23!AndIdontneed

anymorereasonstoputasmileon

mystepmother'slips,thatwoman

hatesmesomuchIeventhinkshe

didherwitchcraftonme.Wellhow

elsewouldIexplainthebadluckin

mylife.

Icoveredmyfacewithmyhands,

hiddinghopingthewholethingwasnt

happening.Iwasevenafraidof

gettingoutofmycar.Thisdamnkids,

whyweretheyplayingthemiddleof

thestreet?Iheardaknockonmy

window,Iguessthisisit.Icantstay

inmycarforever,Iremovedmy



handsfrommyfaceandopenedmy

eyes.AtfirstIthoughttherewasno

oneuntilIrealisedthattheperson

knockingwasasmallboy.Irolled

downmywindow.

"Whatiswrongwithyou?Areyou

okay?"theboyaskedmeshrugging

hisshoulders.Kids!

"Whathappened?"Iaskedhim

shaking.

"Where?"



"DidI..."Gosh,whydoIbother!Igot

outofmycarandwenttothefront.I

lookedaroundandwentdownonmy

kneestolookundermycarbutthere

wasnothing.Whatjusthappened

here?

"Whatareyoulookingfor?Youare

verytallandlookingupatyouwill

hurtmyneck,tjo.Didyourgranny

forceyoutoeatporridgetoowhen

youweregrowingup?"theboyasked

mewithhishandsonhiswais,some

ofthekidswithhimlaughed.Ifitwas



anyotherdayIwouldhavelaughed

butnottoday,infacthemademe

angrierasIstartedshouting:

"Whythehellwereyoukidsplayingin

thestreets,dontyouknowits

dangerous?Icouldhavekilledoneof

you."

"Sorrybutwewenttothesidewhen

wesawyourcarbutKamo'sballwent

totheotherside."onelittlegirlsaid

tome.Aball?Ohyes,itbouncedright

infrontofme.Damn,Iamaterrible

personforgoingofflikethatatthis



kidsbutIwasrightitwaswrongof

themtoplayinthestreets,thereare

otherdriverswhoarenotascautious

asme.

"Butwhyareyoukidsoutheresolate,

whereisyourgranny?"Iaskedthem

realisingthat4ofthekidsstaywith

theirgrandomother,includingtheboy

thathadknockedonmywindowand

thelittlegirlandsheneverletsthem

playoutside.Ihadwalkedpasshere

severaltimeswiththegatelocked

andthekidsplayinginside.



"Sheisinside."thelittlegirlanswered

meandlookingatthekidsthey

lookeddirtierthanIhaveeverseen

them.Somethingwasntright.

Eventheirgatewaswideopen.I

parkedmycaronthesideoftheroad

andwalkedin.Iknockedtherewas

noanswer,Iopenedthedoorand

walkedinside.Thehousewasa

mess,myownhousewasnothing

comparedtothis.Disheswerepiled

upinthesink,toysandclotheswere

everywhere.Thekidshadfollowed

meinside,oneofthemshowedme

wheretheirgrandmotherwas



sleeping.TheroomthatIwalkedin

wasworsethanthemessIjust

walkedoutof,therewereclothes

everywhereonthefloorandthepoor

oldwomanwascoopedupinbed.I

wenttoherandtriedtotalktoher,

shecouldtalkbutIhadtolisten

carefullyandmakeoutalotfrom

whatshewassaying.Andfromwhat

Iunderstandshehadpainonherleft

shoulderthatstarted3weeksback,it

wasntpainfullbutnowithadbeenso

badthatithadaffectedalmosther

wholeleftsideofthebody,Iaskedif

shehadanythingtoeat.Shesaidno.

ItoldherIhadnochoicebuttotake



hertothehospital,sherefused.I

spoketoheruntilshegavein.I

struggledbutatlastmanagedtoget

hertomycar.NowIhadtoleavethe

kidsontheirownanditwasgetting

dark,theoldestisonly7.Iaskedhim

iftheytriedtoreachtheirparentsand

theysaidtheyhavebeentryingto

calltheiruncle,whoisthefatherof

thelittlegirl,fordaysbuthewasnt

pickingup.

"Okay,keeponcallinghim.Lockthe

gateanddontopenforanyoneuntilI

comeback,okay."Isaidtotheneven

thoughitfeltsowrongtoleavethem



ontheirown.

Idrovetothehospitalandassoonas

theysawtheconditionshewasin,

shewasadmitted.Iwaitedandasked

questionsbutnoonetoldme

anything.AndsinceIhadmentioned

thatIwasntfamilyIwasbeing

avoided.Iwasoutsidetheroomshe

wasin,goingupanddown,rushingto

thedooreverytimeitopenedand

askedquestionsbutstillnoone

seemedtobotherwithme.

"Hi."Iheardbehindme,Iturned



aroundandtherewasthistalllight

skinnedguy,helookedsogoodthatI

almostforgotIwasatthehospital

waitingforasickpooroldwoman.

"Hello,"Isaidtohim.

"Areyouthe"aunt"thatmynephews

andniecetoldmeabout?"

"Yes,youmustbetheiruncle."

"OkaythanksbutIamherenowandI

thinkyoushouldleaveIwilltakecare



ofeverything."

Hesaidthenturnedaroundtogo

speakwiththedoctorthatwas

comingouttheroom...
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AftereverythingIhavedone,getting

herhereandwaitingjusttobetoldto

gohomejustlikethat,hemightbe

hersonbutIbroughtherhere.Imade

sureshegetshelp.Iwasleft

standinginthehospitalpassegelike

afool.Ihavebeenhereforhoursand

noonewastellingmeanythingbut



hejustwalksinandthefemale

doctorisalloverhim.Iamwearing

myuniformforGod'ssake!Couldnt

theyhavetrustedme?Iwantedto

knowhowtheoldwomanwasdoing

butclearlyIwasntwantedhereandI

wasjustgoingtomakemyselflook

evenstupidbystickingaround.

Iwenttomycaranddrovebackto

Kirkney,todayhasbeenalongday

formeandIwastiredbutIcouldnt

gettheoldwomanandthepoorkids

outofmymindsoIdecidedtogosee

thekidsbeforeIgohome.WhenIgot

there,theywerewatchingtv,imagine



thiskidswereawakeat11pm.Itsa

schoolnight!Theyjusthadpizza,

theirunclemusthaveboughtitfor

them.

Idecidedtogetthemreadyforbed

bygivethemallabath,Istartedwith

thegirlsandthentheboys.Itucked

theminbedanddecidedtocleanthe

house,Iwasntreallygoingtosleepif

Iwenttomyhouseandatleast

stayingherewasbetter.MaybeI

mightevenknowhowthegrannyis

doing.Idontgethersonreally,

atleastheshouldhavespokentome

likeagratefulpersonwouldbutnohe



hadtoactlikeIdidntevenexist.

Thehousewasreallydirtyandmessy,

thedirtyclothesthatIpickedupon

thefloorhadfilledallthelaundry

basketsinthehouse,thedisheswere

dryandtoomany.IthinkIspend2

hourscleaningandanhouronthe

dishes,Ididagreatjobatallthat.I

wassotiredIpassedoutonthe

couchandIwaswokenupbythe

dooropenning.Istoodupandin

cametheguythatjusttoldmeto

leavethehospitalafterallthatIhave

doneforhismother.



"Howisshedoing?"Iaskedhimas

hewalkedin.Hestoppedandlooked

atme.Myheartwasbeatingfasteras

Iwaitedforhimtotellmehowsheis.

"Youcleaned?"heaskedlooking

aroundthehouse.

"Yes,Ihadtopasstime.Iwasgoing

outofmymindandIcouldntjustsit."

"Whatisitthatyouwant?"heasked

mewithastraightface,ifIthought



whathadhappenedatthehospital

wasntrudenessthenprobablythis

guyhatesme.Hedoesntevenknow

meandIhavedonenothingbuthelp.

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Whatdoyouwantwithmyfamily?I

toldyoutogobutinsteadyoucame

tomyhouse."

"Please,Iamonlytryingtohelp..."

"Leavethen,Idontneedyourhelp."



"Atleastjusttellmehowyourmother

isdoing."

"Leaverightnow!"hespokeshouting

atme.

Mywholebodyjuststartedshaking

evenmore.Itookmyphonethatwas

onthecoffeetableandheadedfor

thedoor.Istoodatthedoorand

lookedathim,hecameandpushed

thedoor,pushingmeoutwithit.



Iwenttomyhouseandcried,Ihave

neverseensomeonewhohatesme

thatmuch.WhatdidIdotohim?Isat

onthecouchandfellasleepwhile

there,whenIwokeupitwasabit

lighter.Ilookedatthetimeanditwas

10am.Ijumpedupandwenttomy

bedroom,Iamlateforworkbutits

toolatetoevenattempttogoin

anyway.IcalledBongiweandthe

phonewasansweredbyMpho,a

friendlymalenurse.

"Hey,Mpho.ItsSisterKelebogile,I

couldntcallinearlierbutIamnot

feelingwellandwontbeableto



cometowork."Isaidtohim.

"ItsokayBongiweisnotinanyway,

justmakesuretogettothedoctor

okay?"

"Sure,thanksMpho."

"Okay,getwellsoon."

"Huh...?Ohja,Iwill."GoshIforgotI

saidIwassickandMphojustknew

thatIlyingashelaughedandthen

hangup.Well,Iknowheunderstand.



Icleanedmyhousestillinmy

uniform,Ihadesureeverythingwent

toitsrightfullplace.AfterallthatI

wenttotakealongbath,Ievenslept

andwaswokenupbythewater

gettingcold.Igotoutandcalledmy

friendwhoisadoctorandhashis

ownsurgeryintown.

"Dontworry,you'llgetyoursicknote

atreceptionwhenyougetherewith2

daysbookedoff.IhavetogotoFree

State,youknowitswinternowand

theinitiationsaregoingon."hesaid



justafterIhadexplainedmysituation.

He'saniceguyandIwonderwhyhim

andIneverhititbutanywayIam

surroundedbyniceguysonlyjustthe

recentone'sthatIhavemet...

Iwenttotowntogetmysicknote,

didabitofgroceryshoppingwithmy

credidtcard.UppingthemoneyIowe

evenmore,Iambrokeanyway!Iwent

toeatpizzaatRoman'sthenheaded

backtomyemptyhousewhereIwish

IcouldfindKgosiwaitingforme

nakedinthekitchen.Eish,Imisshim

andyethe'sneverpromisedme

anything.



Ipassedbygranny'shousebutthe

gateanddoorwereclosedandIdidnt

seeanyone.Iwenthomeand

unloadedmygroceriesinside,while

packingthemIsawgranny's4year

oldgrandaughteratmydoor,shehad

aroseinherhand.Shecamein,

handedittomethensaid:

"Hesaysheissorry."

WOW...
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Thiswasthemostsweetestthing

ever,seeingthelittlegirlstanding

thereasthoughshewaswaitingfor

ananswerfrommewasjustso

beautifulthatIevenshedatear.She

wassmilingasthoughsheknew

exactlywhatshewasdoing.Iwanted

toshovehisapologybackinhisface

butthatwouldbelikeIamdoingall

thattothisprettylittlething.This

wasunfairofhimthough,usingthis

littlegirltowarmhiswayinhere.

"Okay,gotellhimheisforgiven."I



saidtoherwithasmile.Idontknow

ifsheunderstoodwhatwasgoingon

butshesmiledassheturnedaround,

shedidntevenstepoutside,shejust

screamed:

"Daddy,sheforgivesyou!"

Guesswhat?Daddywalkedinwith

theotherkidsandpickeduphislittle

girl.Oh,sodaddywasjustoutside!

SowhatifIhadturnedhislittlegirl

down?Hewassmilingasherswang

herinhisarms.



"IguessIoweyoumorethana

simplecuteapology."hespokeashe

puthisbabygirldown.Iwon'tliethe

wholethingwascharmingandI

couldn'tevenhidethesmilethatwas

formingonthecornersofmylips.I

couldhavegivenbothofthemhugs

butIwantedtoactlikeIwasntthat

touched.

"Well,Iunderstand."Ilied.Iwasangry

earlierbutthewholethinghad

softenedmeupabit.

Hetoldthekidstogohomeandlock



themselvesinside.Thiskidswere

youngbuttheywereveryresponsible,

Iguessgrannyhastoughenedthen

up.

"So,youareafather?"Iaskedeven

thoughIdontknowwhyIwasasking

himthat,itsnotlikeIhaveknownhim

foragestogothatdeepwithhim.

"Yes,sheismybaby.Hernameis

MbaliandmynameisGabrielbutyou

cancallmeGabs."hesaidextending

hishandtome.



"OkayGabs."IspokeasIshookhis

hand.

"Uhmmm,youaresupposetotellme

yourname."

"Youdidntask."

"Okayfairenough,sowhatsyour

nameauntieomopila?"hesaid

laughing.

"Kelebogile.Butdidthekidssay

that?"



"Yes...Malome,Kokoleftwiththe

beautifulauntie...Thecuteonewith

thelonghorsehairthatdrivesan

AudiA3andstaysinthepurple

house."hespokeimitatinghowthe

kidsspoketohimthrowinghishands

everywhere.Icouldntstoplaughing,

actuallyIlaughedharderthanIever

didinages.Gabsisreallyafunnyguy.

"So,wouldyoulikeacupofcoffee?"I

askedhimafterwestoppedlaughing.

"Eish,thatwouldmeanIhavetostay



longerandIhavetogogetthekids

readyforbed."

"Okay,sohowisyourmomdoing?"I

askedhim.Hedidntanswerme,he

justlookedatmeandthesmileon

hisfacefaded.

"Whydidyoudoit?"heaskedme

confusingmeabit.

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Imeanhelpmymom,shehasbeen



likethatforacoupleofweeksand

noneoftheneighboursseemedto

evennoticethattherewassomething

wrong."

Likeseriouslyisthisguytryingto

accusemeofsomething,likeIwas

spyingonhismom.Ihelpedhis

motherandIthinkIdeservemore

thanthisquestionofhis,Ishouldbe

theoneaskinghimquestions.He

shouldhavebeenhereforhismother

alongtimeagoandmaybehewould

haveneverevenmetme.



"Gabs...ImeanGabrielIdidwhata

normalwarmheartedpersonwould

havedone.Whatisyourproblem

exactly?Didyoucomehereto

apologiseoraccusemeof

something?"Iaskedangrily.Hewas

beingajerkandaftereverythingI

havedoneIdeservemuchmorethan

this.

"No,Kelebogileyoudontunderstand.

Noteverybodycouldbethishelpful,I

knowsomeonewouldhavecalledan

ambulanceorjustlefthertherebut

youdidsomethingdifferent."



"Whatisyourpoint?"

"Iamnottryingtomakeapoint,Iam

justtryingtounderstandyou."

Whyishelikethis?Areallmenlike

this?Doeshethinkeveryoneout

thereisheartless.

"Iknowwhatyouaretryingtodo."I

saidtohimfoldingmyarmsacross

mychest.Heraisedbothhiseye

browsatmeasthoughIwascrazyor



actingoutofcharacter.

"Wouldyoujuststop?"hesaid

sharply.

"No,no,no!Youjustcantstandme,

right?"Iaskedhim,helaughedashe

asked:

"Andwhyisthat?"

"BecauseIdidsomethingthatyou

couldntdo!"



"Dontyoudaresaythat!"

"OhIwill,youcantstandthefactthat

Ihelpedyoumother.Somethingthat

youcouldntdo,Ibetyouknewthat

yourmotherwassickallalongbut

youjustbrusheditoffandcontinued

withyourlifeasshetookcareofyour

daughter,nephewsandnieceinher

condition."

"Shutthehellup!Youdontknow

nothingaboutmeormyfamily!"

"Donttellmewhattodo!Thisismy



house!"

"Ithoughyouhadagoodheartwhen

youhelpedmymombutIcansee

youareaftersomething."

"Andwhatisthat?Thepoorwoman

hasnothingbutastupidsonwho

wontevensayathank

you...hmmmmm"

Icouldntsaymoreashegrabbedme

andforcefullykissedmyhungrylips...



"Youwantme."

Hesaidafterkissingme...

Hepushedmebackthenwent

straighttothedoorleavingme

shakingandconfused...

Idontwanthim...
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Me,wanthim?Whothehelldoeshe

thinksheis?Ihaveonlyknownhim

forafewhoursandIhaven'teven



hadamomenttocheckhimoutbut

hesaysIwanthim!Well,hehasgood

looksthoughwhichissomethingthat

ishardtomissandhistouchwasso

firmbutIdon'twanthim.He'sjustan

unthankfullguythatIjustmet.

Someonewhodoesntappreciate

beinghelped.Tjo...Butthekiss

though,itwassomethingoutofthis

worldormaybeitsbecauseIhave

takenthecelibacyrouteforawhile

now.Gosh,IneedtogetlaidbeforeI

gocrazy.

Ilockedmydoor,rantomybedroom,

tookallmyclothesoffandgothold



ofmyvibrator.Haven'tuseditina

whileandtonightIwanttobe

invadedbyitbutthewholethingjust

turnedmeoff.HowcanIfantasise

aboutavibratoranyway?Iwantthe

realthing,Idon'twanttotakeoffmy

clothesbymyself,Iwantsomeoneto

ripthemoffme.Iwantsomeone

strongtotakechargeofmybody,I

wantaman!

Idecidedtogotakealongbathsince

Iwasalreadynaked,Iwenttothe

bathroomandfilledthebathtubwith

waterandmadebubbles.Igotinand

feltmybodyrelax,thewaterwasnice



onmybodybutIfoundmyself

thinkingalotaboutGabs.Iwasntjust

thinkingthoughbutfantasisingabout

him,itwouldbenicetoseehimfully

naked.Ohno,Ineedtostopthis.But

itsGabs'fault,hestuckthisstupid

ideasinmymind.Ineverevenlooked

athimthatwaybefore,tomehewas

ajustaguy.Aguythat...EishIcant

thinkofanythingelseotherthanhim.

Igotoutofthewaterandwrapped

myselfinatowelafterdryingmy

body.Iwenttomybedroomtoput

lotiononmybody.

Ihearaknockatthedoor,Ididnt



thinktwiceifitwasGabsIwasgoing

topullhiminsideandshowhimhow

tohandleawoman,heshouldno

betterthantocomebackafterwhat

hedid.Igrabbedmytoweland

wrappeditaroundmybodyandput

onmyslippers.Iwenttoopenedthe

buttomysurpriseitwasntGabsbut...

"Kgosi?"Iaskedsurprisedtoseehim

heresolate.ButtobehonestIwasnt

reallythatsurprised,Ihadmissed

him.ThelasttimesinceIhaveseen

himhasbeenhell,Icouldntcallhim

tohearhisvoiceorjusttosayhi.And

thistimeIwanthisnumber.



"Hi."hesaidinhisusualsexyvoice.

Hewaseyeingmeinmytowelas

thoughhewastakingitoffmewith

hiseyes.RememberwhenIsaidmy

complexiondependsontheweather?

Ja,mywholebodyislighterthanmy

face.Ihaveayellowbonedbodyand

abitdarkface.IknewexactlyhowI

lookedinthetowel,itwasntbig.It

justcoveredmyupperbodyandabit

ofmythighs.WasIreallygoingto

openthedoorforGabslookinglike

this?Tjo,Iamscaredofbeinghorny

shem!ThetowelIhadonshowedto

muchthough,Iknowmylonglegs



wereoutthereforhimtosee.

"Kgosi,Ithoughtyouweremy

neighbour.Sheusuallycomesaround

atthistimeofthenight."Isaidlying

throughoutmyteeth,Idonthavea

neighbourwhocomesatthistimeof

thenightandactuallyneighbours

dontevenvisitmehere.

Hedidntsayanything,hestepped

insidemakingmetakeafewstep

back.Heclosedthedoorbehindhim

witheyesnotleavingme.Ifeltabit

exposed,Iamnotonetobeshyto



showoffmybodybutKgosihad

caughtmeoffguard.

"Comehere."hesaidpointingto

wherehewasstanding.Hewas

motioningmetocomestandright

nexttohimandtoeventhinkIwasnt

thatfarfromhim.Itook2stepsto

himandIstoodnexttohim,mytowel

wasbrushingagainsthisclothes.He

waswearingablacksuit,helooked

likehecamestraightoutoftheoffice.

Icouldsmellhimandfeelhisbreath.

HewaslookingatmebutIcouldnt

juststareathimtheywayhedidwith

me.



"Kissme."heorderedmemakingmy

heartracefasterthaniteverdid.

GoodnessIwantedthisthemorningI

sawhim.Iraisedmyheadtohim,his

sharpeyeswerestarringdownatme.

IamtallbutKgosiiswaytallerthan

me.IheldontohissuitasIputmy

lipsonhis,Ikissedhimslowlyashe

respondedtomykisswithhishands

goingtomythighs.Hespreadthem

apartasheliftedmetohiswaist.

Hewalkedwithmetothecouchand

laidmeonitashetookchargeofthe



kiss.Hewasontop,mytowelwas

looseandIcouldfeelhisharddick

betweemmywetself,hewasrubbing

himselfhardonme.Iheldontighter

tohimandwrappedmylonglegs

aroundhim.Itwaslikewewere

makingloveslowly,evenwithhis

clothesonIcouldfeelhimonmethat

Ievencame.Mywholebodyshook,

hedidntstop.Hewentonkissingme

andrubbinghimselfonme.Iwanted

totellhimweshouldgotothe

bedroomaswewouldbe

comfortabletherebutassoonasI

wascalm,hegotoffmeandwiped

thefrontofhispantswithmytowel.



Hetookmyphoneandbuzzedhis.

"Ihavetogo,willcallyou."hesaid

andkissedmeonmylips.

"Please,stayforthenight."Ibegged

him.

"Learnnottoarguewithme!"

Withthatheleftmerightthere...
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Iloveitwhenamanisinchargeand

knowswhathewants,itneverhurts

foraguytobetoomuchandhavea

girlhangingontohiseverywordand

touchbutKgosiisonsomelevelof

hisown.Hewantstobeincontrolof

everything.Icantevenaskhima

simplequestion!"learnnottoargue

withme!"whatsthatsupposeto

mean?Doesheexpectmetobea

"yesKgosi"girl?Becauseifthatis

whathewantsthenhehasonething

coming.IamKelebogileandIam

veryopinionated.

Iwontliethoughwhatjusthappened



wasmarvelousandIwantedmore

fromhim.Ihaventbeenwith

someonewhomademefeelthat

goodinalongtime.Iwanttoexplore

withhim,lethimtakemeplacesI

haveneverbeentobuttheproblemis

Ihavetowaitforhimtopitchuphere

orcallme.IhatethisandIhavefallen

headoverheelsinlovewithKgosi,he

haseverythingthatIwantinaman.

Hisegotopsitall,itmakeshimseem

strongandneveroutofcontrol.And

thewayhetakeschargeofa

situationsaysalotabouthim,heisa

manofcharacter.



Igotoffthecouchandwenttoputon

mypjs,Iwouldhavegonetobed

nakedbutIhadtogolockthegate.I

didandwentstraighttobedafter

chattingtoDineo,Itoldher

everythingthatKgosiandIdidand

evenaboutGabs,shewantedtosee

theirpicturesbutheyIdonthave

them.IfellasleeplatesinceIwasnt

goingtoworkandwokeupearlybut

thatsbecausemygardenerwashere

andhecouldntstopshakingmygate.

ButIansweredacallfromKgosi

beforeIwenttoopenthegate,he

wasjustsayinggoodmorning.How

sweet?AftertalkingtohimIsaved



hisnumberonmyphone.

"Aomadam,okhonala?"my

gardeneraskedasIopenedthegate

forhim.Heirritatesme,ifIwasnt

homewouldhehavebeenso

persistancewithmygate?Heknows

thateverytimewhenIgotoworkI

leavemygaragedooropenandhe

getsmygatekeysfromAndrenext

door.

"Bab'Elias,ujani?"Isaidtryingtobe

politetohim.Hegreetedmeback

andstartedtalking.



AftertalkingtohimIwentbackinside

thehouse,tookashower,cleanedmy

houseandmadeusbreakfast.After

thatIdidntknowwhattodowith

myself,ItriedtofollowBab'Eliasas

heworkedbutIcouldtellIwas

annoyinghim.Idecidedtogocheck

onGabs,evenifhekicksmeout

atleastIwouldhavepassedtime.I

knowheisalonenowasthekidsare

atschoolandcreche.

Atleastthegatewasntlockedandthe

doorwasopen,Iwasabouttoknock



butdecidedtopeekthrough.Gabs

wasleaningagainsthesink.IfIdidnt

knowbetterIwouldhavethoughhe

wasprayingordoingsomethingas

hewaslookingdownwithhishead

bowed.

"Gabs."Isaidnottryingtoalarmhim

orscaredhim.Heslowlylookedat

meandhewascrying,hiseyeswere

puffyandfulloftears.Iwenttohim

andpulledhimtometogivehima

hug.

"Shehadastroke,herrightarmis



paralysedandshelostherspeech.

WhatamIgoingtodo?Wehave

burdenedhersomuchwiththekids

andboughtherahousefaraway

fromus.Weforgotabouther."he

saidcryingevenmore.

"Hey,sheisgoingtobeokay.She'll

goforphysioandgetaspeech

therapist,Ipromiseshe'llbegoodin

notime."

"Whatifsheneverrecovers?"

"Iwantyoutobelievethatshewill."I



saidtohimashepulledawayfrom

mebutstandingcloseenough.

"Ihavebeennothingbutajerkto

you."hesaid.Ishookmyheadand

toldhimtostopbeatinghimselfup

aboutthingshecantfixandfocuson

hismom.Hepulledmeclosertohim.

"Gabs,no."Iwhisperednoteven

fightinghimoffme.Iwantedhimto

buthewastooemotionalfor

anything.

"Itsjustakiss,nothingmore."he



whisperedbackcoveringmylipswith

his,heslowlykissedmeasIrelaxed

inhisarms.Ipulledhimclosertome

invitinghimformore,runningmy

handsalloverhisbodylikehedid

withme.MyphonerangandIjumped

outofhisarms.ItwasKgosi.I

answereditstandinginfrontonhim.

"Hey."Iheardaasexyvoiceoverthe

otherlineofthephone.

"Hey,ummm...areyouokay?"Ispoke

asIwalkedoutsidethehouse.Ididnt

wanttotalktohiminfrontGabs,I



knowIansweredinfrontofhimbutI

shifted.ThelookGabsgavemewas

anunpleasedone.IspoketoKgosi

outsideashegotstraighttothepoint

askingmeifIwasokayandsayinghe

wasjustcheckinguponme.Icutthe

callshortandtoldhimIwasbusy

withsomethingandwillcallhimlater.

Iwasfeelingabitguilty,IloveKgosi

andwantustohavearelationship.I

dontwanttoplayaroundanymore

buthereIwaskissingGabs.

"Ihavetogo."GabssaidwhenIgot

intothehouse.Icouldseehewas

angrybutIdidntfighthim,Ijustleft



andwenttomyhouse.

IcalledKgosibackandhisphone

wasansweredbyawoman.Iasked

tospeaktoKgosibutshesaid:

"Mrkgosijustlefttheofficerightnow

Ma'am,canItakeamessage?"

Heusedhisofficephonetocallme?

Kantewhatsthedealwiththisguy???
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Idontmindbeingcalledwithfree

minutesoraprivatenumberbut

whenyouuseyourofficephone

atleasttellmeitsnotyourphonesoI

wontmakeafoolofmyselflikeIjust

did.IwashappythinkingthatIfinally

gothisnumberonlytofindouthe

hadusedhisofficephonewhich

couldbechangedatanytime.Maybe

Ishouldhavetakenhiscardwhen

wantedtogiveittomebutIdoubtit

hashispersonalnumber.

Ideletedthenumberfrommyphone.

Whatstheuseofkeepingitanyway?I

satonthecouchandlookedatmy



phone.Mxm,thisthingcalled

technologyisnothingbutaheadache

eventhoughwithoutitlifewouldbe

boringbutanywaywewouldhave

survived,peopleusedto!Myphone

rang,Ilookedatitandthenumberon

screenwasnoneotherthanJoe's!

Wow?Ianswered.

"Hi,Kelebogile."hesaidsouding

bored.Ilaughed.

"Joe?"

"Sfebe!"



"Thanks,Ilikehowyougetdirtywith

me."Isaidtohim,wellhewashurtso

Iwillgivehimtheplatformtogetover

it.Hedeserveditafterthetreatement

hegotfromme.

"SoyouthoughtIwouldntsurvive

thatnight,wellIdidandevenfound

myselfagirlfriendwhoappreciatemy

hugedick.Akereallyoucareaboutis

height,youdontknowwhatyouare

missingbitch."hesaid.Hiswords

werenothurtingme,Icouldntstop

laughingashewentontellingme



howhisnewgirlfriendloveshimand

allthat.

"IamhappyforyouJoe."Imanaged

tosayasIlaughed.Idontknowifit

wasairtimeorwhatbutthephone

wentdeadinmyearandIjustwent

onlaughing.Janeh,everyoneneeds

aJoeintheirlifejusttolaugh.

"Thisisnice."Iheardavoicesaying

behindme.Ijumpedupfromthe

couchandalmostfellasIrealised

whoitwas.



"Kgosi?"

"Yousoundedabitoffearlierwhen

youspoketomeonthephoneand

nowyouarehappy?"Heaskedme

withhiseyesrunningaroundmy

houseasthoughhewaslookingfor

somethingorsomeone.

"YoutellmeKgosi!"Isaidgettingup

andstandingrightinfrontofhim.I

wasmadaboutthephonenumber

thingbutKgosiintimidatesme,Iam

notscaredofhimbutIfeellikeheis

thetypeofguyIshouldbebowing



downandshowingrespectto.Heis

alwayscool,calmandcollectedand

ifhewassomeonelikeGabsIswear

toyouIwouldbegoingcrazyover

himrightnowdemandinganswers

fromhim.

"Ssssitdown!"hehissedatmeandI

foundmyselfobligingtohim.Isat

downandwentquiet.Hesaton

anothercouchandstaredatme,he

wasmakingmeuncomfortable.He

hasawayoflookingatmeasthough

heisundressingme.



"Pleasestoplookingatmelikethat."I

saidtohim.

"Itslunchtime,makemelunch."he

orderedwithhiseyesstillonme.I

wantedtotelltogodoithimselfbutI

rememberedIhadtomakeBab'Elias

somethingtoeattooandIwasalso

hungry.Igotupandwenttothe

kitchen,hefollowedme.Itookout

thebreadandotherthings,Iasked

himwhathewantedtoeat.Hesaid

anythingIhadwasfine.Hefollowed

meeverywhere,tothefridge,bin,I

meaneverywhere!Imadejuiceforus

andgavehimhisfood,Iwentoutside



togiveBab'Eliashisfoodandtook

themorningdishes.Iwentbackinto

thehouseandfoundhimeating,I

joinedhimandate.Weateinsilence,

thesilencewastoomuchand

uncomfortablethatIwentthrough

myphoneaftereating.Ididnteven

knowwhatIwasgoingthroughbut

atleastitkilledtheawkwardness.

"Taketheplatesoffthetable,they

makemesick!"Kgosisaidpushing

hisplatestowardsme.Ididashe

saidandtookthemtothesink.AsI

wasstandingatthesinkhecame

behindmeandwrappedhisarms



aroundme.Heburiedhisheadinmy

hairandtookadeepbreath,dont

knowifhewassmellingmyhairor

whatbuthesaid:

"Youaretense."

"Iknow."

"Why?"

"Kgosi,whydidyoucallmewithyour

officenumber?"Iaskedhim,hestill

hadhisheadinmyhair.



"Youcalledthenumber?"

"Yes,IdidsaythatIwillcallyouback

didntI?"

"Inevergaveyoupermissiontocall

me.SodontcallanynumberthatI

callyouwith.Understand?"

"Why?"

"ThisisdoasIsay!Nocomplaining

oranysuggestionsfromyou.Iamin



control!"hesaid.Itriedtogetoutof

hisarmsbutheheldontightwithhis

onehandashetooktheotherand

brushedmyhairtotheside.Heput

hislipsonmyneckandnibbledonit,

hewassoftbuthetooklongenough

toleaveamarkthen...

"Madam!"Bab'Eliassaidatthedoor

makingmejumpoutofKgosi'sarms

andevenknockinghisforeheadwith

mine.IknewBab'Eliaswantedhis

moneybutIdidnthaveit.Iambroke!

"Bab'Eliascouldyoupleasecome



backlater.Idonthavecashonme

now."Isaidlying.

"Howmuchdoyoupayhim?"Kgosi

askedmetakingouthiswalletand

lookingatmewiththosesharpeyes,I

hadnochoice.

"R150."IsaidasthoughIwasforcing

thewordsout.

HetookoutR200andgaveitBab'

Elisa.



Hewasntdoingmeafavour...

Heisincontrol...
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Iamfindingithardtounderstand

KgosieventhoughIamfallingfor

himeveryminutehespendswithme,

hehasthismysteryabouthimself

thatyouneverknowwhatsgoingto

happennextwithbutyoucan'twait.I

lovehimalreadyjustIamnotsureif

heisthekindthatwillbreakmyheart

attheendornot.Iwanttogiveitmy

allwithhimbuttooscaredto.



Bab'Eliasleftwithabigsmileonhis

face.AndIwasabitembarrassedby

thewholething,Imightneedaman

tohelpmewithmyfinancesbutnot

thisway.Iwanttobepampered,be

takentoasalonandgetmy

expensiveweavespaidfor,goon

shoppingspreesnotforamantopay

mygardenerR200.Iwouldhavepaid

himthatmoneyevenifitmeansmy

bankbalancewouldbea-R200,jaI

amthatbroke.

"IwillpayyoubackassoonasIgoto



thebank,maybeweshouldgonow!"I

saidasIpassedhimtogotomy

bedroom.Hegrabbedmebymyarm

andpulledmetohim.

"Ilikethisvulnerablesideofyours."

hesaidbringingmeclosertohim.He

mademelookathim,Istaredathis

eyesandthistimetheyweresoftas

theystareddeepintomine.Hekissed

meslowlyasImeltedinhisstrong

arms.Ikissedhimbackinvitinghim

formore.Mydoorwaswideopen

andanyonemightwalkinonusbutI

didntcare,IjustwantedKgosi.



Heliftedmeinhisarmsandtookme

tothecouch,heshutthedoorashe

passedit.Hewenttolaymeonthe

couchandlookeddownatme,Iwas

wearingblackleggingsandawhite

top.Mylegswerespreadoutforhim,

hecouldntseemyhiddentreasure

butIknowhewasimaginingit.

Fantasisingaboutit.

"Getupandtakeyourclothesoff."he

orderedme.Igotoffthecouchand

hesatdown,Islowlytookoffmy

clotheswithhiseyesfixedonme.I



startedwithmytop,unbuttoningit,

thenwenttomyleggings.Ipulled

themdowntogetherwithmypanties.

Icouldtellthewholethingwas

turninghimonanditwasdoingthe

sametometoo.Ilikeitwhenaman

admiresmeashemakeslovetome

witheyes.Iwasjustinmybrawhen

hepulledmetohimbymyhand,he

tossedmetothecouch.Hegoton

topofmeandflippedmybratothe

siderevealingmyhardnipple.He

tracedhistongueonit,sending

flamesthroughmybody.He

squeezedonmybreastandthen

quicklypulledmynipplewithhis



tonguesuckingonitwhilerubbing

theotherbreast.IwantedKgosiandI

wantedhimeverywhereonme,I

neededtobetakenchargeof.He

wentfromonebreasttotheother

thencametomylips,hislipswere

softerandwarm.

Todayhewasntrubbinghimself

againstme,nomatterhowItriedto

liftmybumuptohimorpresshim

againstmehewouldntdoitandI

wasyearningforhim.HeknewwhatI

wantedandhemademebegforit.

Hewasindeedamanincontrol.He

gotoffmeandlaidontheside,he



spreadmylegstothesidesandput

hisfingersonmywetself.Everypart

ofmedowntherewasverysensetive

tohistouch,hestrokedslowly

teasingmeasheusedonefingerto

goupanddown,inandout.Iwanted

toclosemylegsonhimbutheput

histhighontopofmythigh

preventingmetodoso.Hislipswere

stillworkingmine,finallyheentered

twoofhisfingersinmeandletthose

fingersmakelovetome.Heworked

magiconmemakingmebegand

screamformore.Iwasreadytolet

myselfgowhenwhisperedinmyear:



"Doyouhavecondoms?"

"Yes,Choicebrandgotthemfrom

work.Doyouwantmetogetsome?"I

wasreadytogetoffthecouchand

runkaleponatomybedroomtoget

thecondoms.

"No,IthinkIshouldleave.Irespect

youmorethanChoicecondoms.You

deservebetter,muchbetter."hesaid

thengotoffthecouch.

"Kgosi..."



"Ihavetogetbacktotheoffice."he

saidtomethenkissedmefullyon

mylips.Iwaswet,Iwouldhavedoen

itwithoutacondomwithhimbutI

rememberedhiswords:"Learnnotto

arguewithme."

HefixedhisclothesandIputonmy

clothes,therewasnoneedtoparade

nakedforhim.Itseemslikewhenhe

hasmadehismindhenevergoes

back.Isatbackonthecouch,he

gavemeonelonglookthenwalked

out.Iwantedtohavesexandifitwas



possibleformetobuyadicktrust

meIwould.

Iheardhiscardriveoff.Gosh,why

doeshealwaysdothistome?Ididnt

move,Isatthereonthecouchtrying

togethimoutofmymindbutallI

couldthinkofwashowhetouches,

howhekissedandhowthesexcould

havebeen.LateronIwenttowash

thedishes,Iwantedtousemy

vibratorbutlatelyIhavegottenso

usedtoitthatIdontwantitanymore.

"IguessIwaswrong."Gabs'voive



saidbehindmeasIfinishedwiththe

dishes,Iturnedaroundandlookedat

him.

"About?"

"You,wantingme."

"Ohso,thiswholethingistheother

wayround?"Iaskedhimwalkingto

him.Istoodnexttohimandgazed

straightintohiseyes.HesawKgosi

butIdontwanttoentertainthatnow...



Iwasntbehavinglikemynormalself...

Iguessitsbeinghorny...
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Iwasbehavinglikeawhoreinfrontof

Gabs,Iamalady,IhavestyleandI

respectmyselfbutIalsohaveneeds.

Needs,thathasntbeenfulfilledina

longtime.AndIwilltakewhateverI

canget,myneedscomesfirst.If

Gabscanoffermethat,whynot?Its

notlikeIpickedsomeonefromthe

streets.Hey,itshandsomeGabswith

thebestColgatesmile.



IstoodsoclosetoGabsthatIcould

feelhisheartbeat,helookeddownat

mewithasmile.Iexpectedhimto

takeadvantageofthesituationand

tacklemelikearealstrongman

shouldbuthelaughedashepushed

meback.Iwassurprisedandabit

embarrassed,Ihadofferedmyselfto

himthinkinghewouldntresistmebut

hethoughtIwasjustteasinghim.

"Well,Ithinkyouareright.Iwanted

youbutnotanymore."hesaidputting

hishandsinhispockets.



"What?"Iaskedindesbelief.So,he

actuallywantedmebutnowhehas

changedhismindbecauseofKgosi.I

wasabitdisappointedthough.

"Youareseeingsomeone,Iamnot

thetypeofguywholiketobesecond

bestandsharingaintcarryingwhenit

comestolove."

"So,whatareyoudoingherethen?"I

askedabitannoyed.Iwaseven

readytothrowhimout.



"Well,Icameheretoinviteyouin

person.Mymomiscomingback

fromthehospitalandsoweare

throwingherabitofawelcome

homeparty."

"Oh,thatsnice.Ithinkyoushould

leavenow."Isaidpushinghimout

theredoor.Iwantedtobealonesince

noonewantstogivemesomedick.

"Okay,Iamleaving."hespokeashe

liftedhishandsupasthoughhewas

sayingIsurrounder!



AssoonasheleftItookmyphone

andcalledmydad,itrangafew

timesbeforeheanswered.

"HowmuchLebo?"heaskedassoon

asIsaidhellotohim.Nolie,Ineed

money.Icouldntgetanyofthetwo

hotguysinmylifetogivemesome

sowhatbetterwaytogetthe

horninessoutofmeotherthan

shopping.Ineednewclothestoget

mymojobackandwhatotherwayto

dothatthanaskmydadformoney.I

wanttogoshoppingandIambroke.I

toldmydadhowmuchIneedfrom

him.Mydadisaschoolpricipalnow



andhastosupporthisnewfamilybut

hehassomebusinessonthesideso

moneyisnotthatabigdealtohim.

"Okay,you'llgetthemoneyrightaway

then."

"AndyouwillgetitbackassoonasI

getpaid."Isaidandmydadwent:

"ItsokayLebo,Iamgoingtoneeda

favourfromyousoon."

Ijustsaidthanks,Iwastooexcitedto



askwhatthefavourwas.Iputmy

phonedownandwenttotakeaquick

shower,aftertheshowerIchecked

myphoneforbanknofiticationand

indeedmydadhastransferedthe

moneyanditwasevenmorethanI

askedfor.

ShoppinghereIcome!

Iworemybluejeggingandwhitevest

withpumps,Iamgoingshoppingand

Iamgoingtohavetofitawholelot

ofstuffsothatswhyIwentforthe

simplelook.Igrabbedmyhandbag



andphonethenheadedout.

Ipassedapetrolstationfirstand

filledmytankthenheadedtotown,I

loveonlineshoppingthemostbut

whenIamstressedor"horny"Ihead

straighttotheshops.Idonthave

favouratesthough,Ishopeverywhere

evenMarabiwoulddoifIhaveless

thanR2000toshopbuttodayIfelt

likeTruworthsandFoschini.Iwent

straightthereandgotmyselfafew

dressandcoatsthenboughtmyselfa

pairofheels.Itookeverypictureof

everyitemIhadtofitinthefitting

rooms.AttheendIwasleftwith



nothingbutR300andafewcoinsin

mypurse.Ifeltlikeshoppingfor

morebutmybankbalancewasnt

allowingme.SoIdecidedtohead

backtomyplace,Iwasinagood

moodthatIdecidedtocookbefore

goingtotheparty.Iamnotgoing

theretoeatbutforthebooze,thatsif

theyhaveany.Whilebusycooking

myphonerang,itwasGabs.

"Hey,Iforgottoask,whattimeisthe

party?"IaskedGabs.

"Around8,mymomisstillatmy



sister'splace.She'llbringherlater."

"Okay,cantwait."IsaidtoGabriel.We

didnttalkforlong,wehangupandI

wentbacktocooking.

Idishedupformyselfandate.I

wantedtogothroughmyphonebut

mybatterywasflat.Iwenttocharge

itinmybedroom.Iateupandwent

togetreadyfortheparty,theexciting

partwasthatIgoingtowearnew

clothes.

Iworemynewblacktightdress,with



myredcoatandblackheels.Iletmy

weaveloose,atleastitsstillingood

shape.GodblessIndians!Iusedmy

mostexpensiveperfumethatIonly

useforspecialoccassions.Ilooked

atmyselfa100timesinthemirror

andeachtimegivingmyselfa

thumbsup.

Idecidedtoleavemyphonesinceit

wasoncharger.AsIopenedmydoor

guesswhowasstandingthere.

Yes,Kgosi!



"Goingout?"heaskedmewitheyes

runningalloverme.

"Yes,thereisapartyafewhouse

frommine."

"Cancel."

"Why?"Iaskedinshock.

"Because,Ihavemadeplansforus.I

amgivingyou2minutestomakethat

cancellationcall."



"No,Kgosi..."beforeIcouldprotest

furtherhepulledmetohiscar.
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BathongifKgosiwantstobekinghe

shouldknowwheretorule,his

kingdomnotmyhouse.Ididmention

thatIloveamanincontrolbutKgosi

isbeingtoomuchnow.Ihaveplans

thatdontincludehimandhedidnt

mentionanythingthatincludedusfor

tonight.DontgetmewrongIdolove

surprisesbutabitofahintneverhurt

anybody..



Iwatchedhimashewentbackto

lockmyhouse.Icouldntfighthim,he

hadmadeitclearthatthatis

somethingIshouldnotbothermyself

withbutaskingwouldntmeanIam

fightingwithhim,right?Atleastan

explanationnowwillbethebestthing

forhimtodo.

"Kgosi,whatareyoudoing?"Iasked

himashegotintothecar.

"Ifyouwantthebestoutofthisnight

Iwouldadviceyoutoshutyour

mouthandfastenyourseatbelt.I



dontlikeitwhenpeopletalkwhileI

drive."hespokenotevenlookingat

me,ifIdidntknowbetterIwould

havethoughtIwasnothingtohim.

ButmaybeIamnothing,whoknows?

"Youaresuchabully!"IsaidasI

resortedtodoingexactlywhatIwas

toldtodo.Iwasangrybutdeepdown

Iwascurious.Dontjudge,Ihavea

weaknesstoo.

HedroveinsilenceasIwatchedon.I

wantedtothinkofwhatmightbe

awaitingmebuttherideto



"wherever"wasjusttoo

uncomfortable.Itwastoquieteand

deppressing.Istretchedmyhandto

switchontheradio,atleastthesound

willbebetterthantheboredomin

here.BeforeIcouldeventouch

anythingKgosigrabbedmyhandand

placeditonmylapthensaid:

"Keepyourhandstoyourselfplease!"

Isheserious?IsthatwhatIam

supposetodowithmyhands?Icould

thinkofamillionthingstodoother

thankeepingmyhandstomyself,I



amveryusefullinotherdepartments.

Yeah,withthisnaughtyitchyhandsI

couldtakehimplacesinhiscarashe

drives.ButwithKgosiyoucannever

doasyouplease.

Isatstillanddecidedtowatchthe

roadagain.IrealisedthatIleftmy

phoneatthehouse.PoorGabs,hope

hewillunderstandwhenIspinhima

liethatIstillhavetothinkabout.I

wasreallylookingforwardtoseeing

hismother.

Wetookalotoffamaliartursonthe

roadandeverytimeIlookedatthe

roadthemorequestionsIhad.We

finallygottoourdestination,Igwe



Estate.Heparkedinfrontofabig

housethatIcouldnttakemyeyesoff,

Ievengotoffthecarstilladmiring

thebeautyofthehouse.Ithadroses

andaveryneatlytrimmedlawn,it

wasdarkbutthelightsaddedmore

beautytotheoutside,wanderwhatit

lookslikeinside.Ifthisishishouse

thenhehasgreattasteshem.

Waitaminute,whatifIamhereto

meethisparents?Isntthattoosoon?

Iamnotevensureifwehavea

relationshipornot,nothinghectichas

happenedsofarthatcoulddescribe

usassomethingbutIdowanthim.

He'shecticlikethatbutcharminglike



this...YoudontunderstandbutIdo!

Hegotoutofthecartocomeopen

mydoor,heofferedmehishandand

Iplacedmineinhisashegently

helpedmeoutofthecar.Icouldget

usedtothissmoothsideofhim.He

wrappedhiswarmhandaroundmine

aswewalkedtothedoorhandin

hand.Heunlockedthedoor,stepped

tothesideandsaid:

"Ladiesfirst."

IfIdidntknowbetterIwouldhave



thoughtIjustwalkedintoheaven.

Thehouseinsidehadnothingbut

littlefurniturewiththelightsoffbut

wasbeautifullydecoratedwith

candlesandredrosesintheright

places,nottoomuchjusttooperfect

foragoodromanticsetting.Theyall

providedascentthatfilledevery

cornerofthehouse.Ihaveknown

KgosiforashortwhileandIcan

describehowstiffandallthebad

stuffabouthisattitudeandthis

wouldhavebeenthelastthingI

woulddescribehimwith,Ijustdidnot

expectthis.

Iturnedtohimandsaid:



"Kgosi,thisisbeautiful."

Andhisresponcewasasoftkisson

mytremblinglips.Tearsrolleddown

mycheeksashescoopedmeinhis

strongarms,hecarriedmeupstairs

toabedroomthatwaslitwith

candlestoo.Theroseswerethere

toowithatrayonthebed,therewere

strawberries,grapesandotherkinds

ofberriesonthetray.Heplacesme

onmyfeetonthefloor,hewentto

switchoffthelightthenhewentto

thebed.Hisbigcoldeyeswereon



measIstoodtherenotsureofwhat

todo.

Hetookoffhisshirtandlaidonhis

backonthebigbedthatcould

accomodateme,himandGabs.Well,

IshouldntbethinkingaboutGabs

now,heisnothingbutacomplicating

factorfornow.NowbacktoKgosi...I

wastemptedtoripmydressoffand

joinhiminbedbutasalwayswith

Kgositherearerules.

Heheldthetraywithonehandand

asked:



"Areyouhungry?"

Mythroatgotdryandmytonguegot

stuck,Iamhungrybutnotforthe

berries,Iwanthim!Himalloverme

onthatbigbed...

Heplacedthetrayonthefloorand

pickedonestrawberry,hetookabite

outofit.Hewasntjusteatingit,he

wasinvitingmetojoinhiminbed...

(HALA..



IAMBACK!!!

Notforgoodthough...)
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Seeinganakedmanjustmakesme

wanttoripoffmyclothesandthrow

myselfathim,especiallysomeone

likeKgosiwithhiswelltonedsix

packs.Ihavebeensexuallyattracted

tohimtheminuteIsawtherealsexy

him.Butwell,itsbeenawhileandif

thisisprankorsomekindofasick

joketrustmeIdontmintgettinginto

afightforsexwithhimandIwillwin,

nomakanjanitonightIamgettingme



some.Thelightswereoffbutthe

candleswereblazingenoughto

makesurethedarknesswasnt

deceivingme.Iwaststaringat

somethingsobeautifulandyummy,

helookedreadyformeandohboy

wasIreadytoo.Iwantedtojump

rightinbutIamslowlylearningto

takeordersfromhim.Heisaman

whodoesthingshisownuniqueway.

"Whatareyouwaitingfor?"heasked

measheranahandonhisboldhead.

Iwasyearningforhimandheknew

thattooandhelikedbeingincontrol

andontopofthings."Takeoffyour



clothesandcomelaynexttome."he

instructedmeasheputhishandon

theothersideofthebedasan

indication.Iwashornyandwantedto

havesex,Iwantedtobetakencharge

ofandletamanbeincontrol,thatis

whatIamusedtobutKgosiisnt

playingbymyrules,Iwanthimso

badandIwanthimthehardcoreway,

Iwanthimtounleashthatcoldside

ofhis.Whywonthedothat?

Itookoffmybeautifulexpensive

dressandletitfallonthefloor.

TomorrowIwillhavetowearthe

samecreaseddressagainbutaint



nobodygottimeforthatnow.Igotof

myhighheelsmakingmeloseafew

centimetersofmyheight,Ileftmy

undieson,Idontcareifheripsthem

offmeIjustwanthishandallover

me.Igotontopofthebigbedand

crawledtohim.Hisbigeyeswereon

me,Ilovehowhelooksatme,those

eyeshavesomedirtynessthatIlove

somuch.Ilaidonmybackand

turnedmyheadtohisside,myheart

racingandthepaceitwasgoingat

washardtomissandIthinkhecould

feelittoo.Heplacedahandonmy

stomach,heranhisfingersinsmall

circlesallovermybody.Ittingledand



massagedmeatthesametime.I

closedmyeyesandletallthe

sensationgoindeeper,hecontinued

doingthatthenafterafewminutesI

felthislipsonmineashekissedme.

Heviolentlysuckedandpulledonmy

lipsandtongue.Iletoutsmallcracky

moansthatcameoutasfunnynoises.

Hesqueezedmythighswithhishand

thenguidedhisfingerstomyvery

wetself.Iscreamedabitashe

touchedmyclit,heteasedmeashe

rolledthetipoffingersonthat

sensetivepartofmine.Heeasily

slippedhisfingersinme,Iwantedto

screamedbuthislipswerestill



invadingmine.Hetookhisfingers

outandrubbedallthewetnessonmy

titsthenheviolatedthemtooashe

suckedonthem,hewasntbeing

gentlewithmeandIlovedit.He

guidedhisfingersbacktomywet

selfandthistimeIspreadmylegs

moreandwiderforhim.Hesucked

oneachbreastashisfingersworked

theirmagiconme,heinsertedall4of

hisfingersinme,itwaslikehewas

stretchingmeandgettingmeready.

AllthisfeltsogoodIdidntknowwhat

todowithmyseif,myfingersgothold

ofmyweave,mytoeskickedand

foughtwitheach,mybodywas



changingandnoIwasntgaining

weightbutIwasexperiencing

somethingthatIcantexplainbutit

wasgoodandmylipswantedto

speakalanguageoftheirown.

"Ohhhbaby,ohhhhh-ohhhhhh-

uhhhhh..."Imanagedtoscreamas

mybodywassendintoaclimaxof

terriblethunder,earthmoving

earthquakesandallsortsofstorms

youcanthinkof.Iwassweatinglike

crazy,Ihadwateralloverme.Even

asIexperiencedallthatKgosididnt

stop,wewentonpleasuringme.Ihad

tostophimbycoveringmyselfwith



myhandsdownthere,itwastoo

much.Hebroughthislipsbackto

mineandkissedmbforafew

minutesthenleftmetorest.

Ittookmeabout10minutestoget

myselfbacktogetherorshouldIsay

backtonormal.Mybodyhasnever

experiencedthelevelofexcitementit

justgot,Iwashighonsex.Iclosed

myeyesforabitjusttorelaxIthinkI

wasevenfallingasleepwhenIagain

feltKgosi'slipsonmineandthistime

thekisswasgentle.



"Dontsleeponmedarling,westill

havealongnightahead."hesaid

softlyafterkissingme.Iopenedmy

eyesandsmiledathim,hedidnt

smilebackatme.Ididntmindasthe

energybetweenuswasenoughto

sendmeamessagethatthefeeling

wasmutual.Ipulledhimbacktome

andkissedhim,heslowlypulled

away.Helaidonhisbackandsaid:

"Getontopofme,Iwantyou."

Hearingthatsendmybodyinto

anothershockofexcitement.Ina

minuteIwassittingonhisthighs,he

stillhadhispantson.Hehelpedme



upashetookhispantsoff,Ialso

helpedhimoutofthdm.Hegaveme

anopencondomashetookoffhis

underwear...

Helaidonhisbackagainand

motionedformetoputitonhimbutI

wastoostunnedtomoveasI

watchedhis...

Hetookthecondomfromme...
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ItsnotlikeIhaveneveruseda



condomorputitonbefore.Whether

itsafemaleormalecondomIknowI

canmasteritinmysleep.Its

just...everythingwithKgosiis

differentandrightnowIam

witnessingsomethingelsewithhim,

adifferentoneatthat...Ihavenever

beenwithanyoneasgiftedasKgosi

before.IthoughtIhavewitnessedit

allintheworldbutthis...phew...

IamnotevensurehowIamgoingto

welcomeallthat.Itlookedhardand

toothick...

Mybodywasshakinginanticipation,



IamnotscaredofachallengeandI

wantedKgosimorenow.Iwatched

ashegotthecondomoutofits

packetthenslowlypusheditdownon

himself,thewholewasjustturning

meon.Iwasfilledwithfear,

excitement,thekindsoffeelingsthat

goestogetherwithlonging.Itwas

likeIhaventhadsexinages.Butwell

itstrueIhavent...

"Ready?"heaskedmewithalookof

concernonhisfacebutIcantellhe

wastestingtoseeifIwasgoingto

runoutthedoorandneverwantto

seehimagain.Idontcarehowbighe



isIamgoingtoridehimandenjoy

him,Ihavemadeupmymindabout

wantinghim.Iwasscaredthough,it

wasasthoughIcouldfeelmy

musclesdowntheretighteningeven

more.Iwanthimandtheadrenalinin

meknewthatasIcouldfeelthe

dumpnessbetweenmythighs,Iwas

dripping.Inodmyheadyesathim

showinghimIwasready.Igotback

onhisthighsagainandwaitedfora

hintfromhim.IfitwasuptomeI

wouldbeontopofhimalready.

"Idontwanttohurtyou,ifyoucan

takeit..."Iplaceafingeronhislipsto



stophimfromtalkinganyfurther,he

mighttalkmeoutofthisandI

wouldntwantthattohappen.He

openedhismouthagainbutnotto

talkasmyfingerslippedin,he

suckedonitasIfeltthesensation

thathistongueprovided.Itheneasily

pulledmyfingeroutandlookedat

himashesaid:

"Doit,giveittome!"

Hepulledmebacktohimandkissed

me,hislipsfelthungryastheymoved

toanunmatchingrythmtomine.I



pulledawayandgotonmytoesasI

satwithmykneesbendfoward.I

loweredmyselfdowntohimandfelt

himhitmyopenning,Ipushedmyself

downtohimasIcouldfeelhisdick

tryingtopaveawayintome.Iwas

wetbutitwasdifficultasIhavenever

hadtotakethismuchbefore.Iwas

goingslowlyasitwaspainful.He

thentriedtohelpmeashemoved

slowlytothesidebuthardenoughto

pushhimselfdeeperinme.Itpained

butatthesametimegavemesome

kindofexcitementthatIevencame,

harderthanbefore.Iscreamed

throughoutthepainandexcitement.



"Damnit!DidIhurtyou?"heasked

measheheldontomywaistnot

attemptingtomoveforfearof

causingmorepainandIcouldtellhe

didntwanttoslipouteither.Iwasa

bitscaredtoobuttoldhimtorelaxas

Itriedtorelaxmymusclesandslowly

movemyhipsasIputmyhandson

hischestforbalance.EverymoveI

maderesultedinanotherexciting

thunderousshokingclimax,getting

mewetterandwetter.Withinafew

minutesIhadadjustedtohim,Ihave

neverinmylifefeltlikethis,hehad

fullyfilledme.Iwasslowlypleasuring



himandmyselfeventhoughitwas

slow.Heseemedtoenjoyitashe

heldontighttomybuttcheekswith

bothhishandsguidingme.Themore

thefrictionbetweenusthemore

wetterandrelaxedIgot.Ibeganto

moveupanddownonhim,rocking

myhipsharder.AftereveryclimaxI

reachedIfeltrelaxedanddetermined

togetanotherclimax.Igotasmany

as6beforeheheldontighttomy

waiststoppingmefrommovingas

hemovedhisbodyfasterinand

almostout.Thepowerhewas

releasingtoomuch,itwasabit

painfulashewastakingchargenow.



Atlasthesloweddown,hecame.He

waiteduntilhewentsoftinsideofme.

Igotoffhimandfellasleeprightnext

tohim.IdontknowabouthimbutI

wasexhaustedandnotreadyfor

anotherround.

IdontthinkIsleptforlongthoughas

hewokemeupwithawarmkisson

mylips.Hishandswerealloverme

andallIwantedwastofallasleepbut

closingmyeyespretendingtobe

asleepdidntstophimfromwaking

meup.



"Kgosi?"Icriedouttohimsounding

sleepy.

"Onemoredarling,itwillbequick."he

saidpushingmetolieonmyback.

"Hopeyoudontmindmelyinglike

this,Iamtired."Isaidtohimashe

putonanothercondomandthe

minuteheinvadedmeagainandtook

chargewithallhisstrenghtIhadno

choicebuttobefullyawake.Itwasnt

painfulbuthewasntasgentle.He

wasfasterandgoingindeeper,

attemptsoftrytomakehimgoslow



fellondeafears.Itwaslikethefirst

roundmeantnothingtohimandnow

hewasshowingmehowhewantsit.

Andtruetohiswordhefinished

quicklybutstayedforawhileontop

ofme.Ilistenedtohisheartbeatand

fastbreathing.Hethenkissedme

againasheslippedoutofbed.Iwas

tootiredtoevennoticewherehewas

going.

Ipeacefullywentbacktoosleep...
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MygoodnesswhatafabulousnightI



had,itfeltsogoodtofinallysleepin

thestrongarmsofaman.Ihad

missedthis!Dreamsdocometrue

ladiesandIjustwishnevertowake

upfromthisone.Kgosiisthebest

andonlygoodthingthatsever

happenedtome,withhiscontrol

issuesandmoodswings.AndifI

wantsomethingbetterthanthisthen

Iwillbeaskingforheartbreaksand

heartaches.Ihavefoundtheone,

KgosiisthemanIhavealwaysbeen

searchingfor.

ButIsurelyneedtokeepupwithhim,

justafteronehecticroundIwas



finishedandreadytofallasleep.He

doesmagicalthingstomeandhe

doesntlookthatyoungbutforaman

withhisstaminaIcanonlyplacehim

intheearlyFourties,menatthatage

arelazybuttherearestillveryactive

onesouttherelikeKgosi.Hemight

be20yearsmyseniororevenmore,I

dontcareIaminloveandthatsall

thatcounts.

IopenedmyeyesandIwasalonein

thebedroom,therewasfresh

breakfastonthebedsidetable,it

smeltdeliciousandthisissoo

romanticofhim.Thiswasjustthe



finishingtouchtothenightwehad.I

tookthetrayandatethedelicious

meal,itwasgoodandafterthenightI

justhadIneededit.Ifinishedeating

withoutKgosicomingback,well,he

isprobablybusywithsomething

downstairs.AfterfeedingmyselfI

tookagoodbathasIremembered

lastnight.Ihaveneverhadsuch

goodsexinmywholelife.Kgosiis

thebestthingthatsevercameinto

mylife,IknowIhavesaidthisbefore

andbelievemeIdontmindsayingit

overandoveragain.

Istillhadlastnight'smarksonmy

body,lovethemandIwishlastnight



neverended.Ifinishedthenwent

backtothebedroomandputon

lotiononmybody,therewerethings

inthebathroomandbedroomthat

aremeantforawoman.Whatifhe

bringsdifferenkindsofwomenhere

orworsehehassomeoneandIama

sidechick?Itookadeepbreathand

toldmyselftostopthinkingtoomuch.

Ilookedformydressitwasnowhere

tobefound.Iwrappedmyselfwitha

towelthenlookedatthebed,Iam

usedtomakingmyownbedjustafter

gettingoutofitbutmaybewemight

usethebedagain.Whoknows?At

leastthatputasmileonmyface.



Iwentdownstairsandtheplace

lookedspotlessbutthehouseitself

lookedandsmellednew,youknow

thepaintandcement...Well,the

flowersandcandlesweregone.

Therewasawomanwearingared

maid'suniform,jatheEFF'sone!She

wasbusyironingsomething,I

greetedher.

"Goodmorningma'am!Didyouenjoy

yourbreakfast?"sheaskedmewitha

smileremindingmeofmymom.I

smiledbackatherasIsaid:



"Yesitwasdelicious,nowwhereis

Kgosi?"

"IdidntfindhimwhenIcamein."

Really?

"Whattimedidyoucomeinthen?"

"6:30am."

Thisisreal.



IthinkIamfeelinglightheadedor

maybelastnightneverhappened,I

musthaveimaginedit.Butifthatis

truethenIwouldntbehere.Kgosi

hadsexwithme,upandleftwithout

asimplegoodbyeornote.Gosh,to

eventhinkIregardedhimasromantic.

Heissuchadogandthatmakeshim

nodifferenttoanyotherdogout

there.Iwassoangryandhadso

manyquestionsbutIcouldntaskthe

poorwoman,sheisnottheonethat

hadbroughtmehereforafucknight.

IstoodGabsupforthis?IhateKgosi

andhisdeliciousdick.



"Mama,whenlastdidyouspeakwith

him?"Iangrilyaskedher.

"Yesterday,overthephone."

"Callhimnow,Ineedtotalktohim."I

ordered.IdonthavehisnumberandI

deletedhisofficenumbertoo...Oh

andonemorething,Ididntbringmy

phone.

Ijustspendanightwithastranger!!!

Itstrueheisatotalstrangernow.



"So,youdonthavehisnumber?Ialso

donthaveit."shesnappedatmeand

continuedironing.IthinkIwas

irritatingher.

"IamreallysorryforthewayIspoke

toyou,itsjustIneedtospeakto

KgosiandIdidntbringmyphone."I

saidapologising.

"Itsokay,Iamusedtopeopletalking

tomelikethatandIamgladyou

apologised.Lookthereisadrive

outsidewaitingtotakeyouhome,

youcanaskhimtocallMrKgosi.Be



nice."shesaidthenwinkedatme.

"ThankyouandIwillbenice."

"Ohwait,yourdress."shesaid

holdingmyLBDinherhand.Soshe

wasironingmydressthiswholetime.

IsaidthanksasItookitfromher.I

putonmydressandranupstairsfor

myshoes.Ithenwentoutsidewere

Kgosi'sMLwasparkedandnexttoit

therewasaboredlookingMadala.

"Goodmorningma'am,thisoldman

isreadytotakeyouhometoKirkney



village."Hesaidasthoughhewanted

metoknowheknewwhereIstayed.I

ignorethat...

"Youknowwhatoldman,Iamnot

gettingintothiscaruntilyoucall

Kgosi."Ishoutedtohim.Hestood

notsurewhattodo.Hethentookout

hisphoneandwenttothebackofthe

car.Hespokeonthephoneand

cameback.Hehandedmethephone

andsaid:

"Read."



Istaredatthephone'sscreenandit

waswritten:

'Justletthemantakeyouhome,Iam

busy!"

Tjo!!!
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Ihadnootherchoicebuttojust

shamelesslydragmyselfintothecar

andbeinghereanylongerwouldjust

bemakingthingsworseformyself.I

amnotbeingabratoradivabutifa



guypickedmeupatmygateto

spendthenightwithmeIexpecthim

totakemebacktowherehefound

melastnight.Andthatsnotthecase

withKgosi,hefuckedmeandIwoke

upto2strangersinthehouse.Was

thesexsobadthatIdidnteven

deserveagoodbyekiss?

WhenwegottomyhouseIjustgot

offthecarwithoutawordatthe

Madala,Ifeltusedanddirty.Itsnot

theMadala'sfaultybutheisnow

playingapartinhisboss'tricks.This

isworsethanaonestandwhereyou

aretoldtogetupinthemorning



before"mamatengafihla".Igotto

mydoorandonmydoorstepwasa

boxandroses.Giftsfromavery

apologeticKgosimaybe?Ipickedup

theparcelsandwentinsidethe

house.Therewasanoteattachedto

therosesanditreads:

'Notbadatall.'

Really?Whatdoesthisevenmean?

WasthiswrittenbyhisPA?Couldnt

heatleastuseGoogleforasweet

message?Icouldnthelpitbutsmile,

notbecauseIfoundKgosi'sgifts



romanticbutbecausethiswhole

thingmissedsomethingandIam

foolforlovinghim.YesIhavenfallen

inlovewithhim.Iputtheparcelson

thekitchencounterandopenedthe

boxofchocolate,IpickedoneasI

headedtothebedroomtocheckon

myphone.Ihadabout12missed

callsincludingSMSsfromGabs,he

wasconcernedaboutmybeinglate

tothepartyandmywhereabout,he

evenmentionedinoneSMSabout

comingovertocheckonme.Ifeltso

bad,Gabsisaniceguyanddoesnt

deservethis.HereIamafteragreat

sexnightbutgroaningaboutwaking



upaloneinbedwhileIhadstood

Gabsandhismomup.Iknowthey

wereallexpectingmebutIdidnt

thinktwicewhenKgosicamehere.I

putmyphonedownandchanged

clothes,IwantedtocallGabsand

explainbutIthinkitwouldbebetterif

Ijustdoitinperson.Iputonmy

blackandwhitedresswithmyflat

blacksandals,IwantanImsorry

innocentlook.Itookthecardoutof

therosesandheadedtoGabs'house.

Thefrontdoorandgatewereopen,I

nervouslywalkedin.Ihad

disappointedGabsandIamnoteven



sureofwhatisgoingtohappenwhen

Iseehim.Thehouselookedclean

andemptytohavehostedapartylast

night.Iwentthroughthekitchen

cabinetslookingforavasetoputthe

rosesin.Ifoundoneandpoured

waterinside.

"Makeyourselfathome."Gabssaid

ashecamethroughthedoormaking

mejumpandifIwasntholdingthe

vaseinsidethesinkIwouldhave

droppeditonthefloor,luckilyit

slippedthroughmyfingersandinto

thesinkwithoutbreaking.



"ImsorryIdidntfindanyoneinside

thehouseandIneededavaseforthe

roses."Isaidtohim.

"Soyoujustdecidedtoletyourselfin

andgothroughmythingsinmy

house?"hecoldyasked.Hewas

pissedatme,Iunderstandbutheis

toonicetobecomparedtoKgosiand

Iexpectabitofunderstandingfrom

him.

"IsaidIamsorryGabriel!"Ishouted

athim.



"Sorryforwhatexactly?Sorryfor

droppingme,mymomandthekids

orforhavingthegutstojustdrop

intomyhouseuninvited?"heshouted

backatme.

"Foreverything!Okay?Ididntmeanto

dropyoualllikethat."

"Dontyoudaremakeexcuses,you

saidyestomypartyinvitation

knowingverywellthatyouhadplans

withhim,right?"



Him?Whoishimnow?Hecouldnt

know,Ilookedathimtoseeifhewas

justguessingortryingtoget

somethingoutofmebuthelooked

nuetral,asthoughhewassureof

whathewastalkingabout.Ifhe

knowsaboutKgosithenwheredoes

thatputus,Imeanhimandme?I

knowthereisnousbutwillwestillbe

friends?Whereweeverfriends?Iam

confusingmyself.

"Whoishim?"Iaskedhimshowing

themostconfusedlookonmyface.



"Yourboyfie!"hesaidwithasmile,he

saiditbecauseheknewIwastrying

tohideKgosifromhim.

"LookGab..."Iwantedtosay

somethingjusttomakehimfeel

betterbuthestoppedmeashesaid:

"Stop,Idontwanttohearanything

abouthim."

"PleaseGabs,Iamonlyhereto

apologisenottogetintosome

argumentwithyou."



"Withflower?Youavoidedmycalls

andSMSs.Youshouldhaveseen

howhappymymomlookedwhenI

toldheryouwerecoming."

Iamahorribleperson,Iknow!

"Whereisshe,canIseeher?"Iasked

himfeelingworsethanIeverfeltin

mylife.AsifKgosi'streatmentwasnt

enoughandnowIhavetoendure

this...



"Youarelate!Sheleftthismorning,

sheandthekidswillbestayingwith

myauntuntilsherecover.

"Gabriel,Iamreallysorry,Imadea

mistake."Isaidandtearsjustcame

outflowinguncontrolably.Ihada

beautifulnightbuttheendingwas

toosour.MaybeIshouldhavebeen

here...

"Hey,Ididntmeantomakeyoufeel

bad,Iwasjustdisappointed."he

softlysaidashepulledmetohim.



Hegavemeahug,somethingthat

Kgosishouldhavedonethis

morning...
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BeinginGabs'armsfeltgoodand

gavemeasenseoflongingthatI

neededfromKgosi,heistookindand

gentle,twothingsthatIwouldgive

mylifeforsoKgosicouldhavethem.

ItrullyloveKgosijustthewayheis

butIwishhewouldshowsome

compassiontowardsme.Imhis

girlfriendafterallorsoIthink.



"Whydontyousitdown,Iwillmake

yousomethingtoeat."Gabssaidto

me,itwassonicebeinginhisbig

strongarmsandthecomforthegave

mewasthatofassuranceandcaring.

Hetoldmetositinthetvroomashe

preparedthefood.IdidasIwastold.

Isatonacouchandtherewasa

photoalbum,myhandswereitching

totouchitbutdecidednotto.

"So,haveyouhadbreakfastyet?"he

askedmeashepeekedthroughat

me,histvroomandkitchenwerean

openplanlikemine.



"YesIdidbutwasntbig."Ireplied

lookingathim.Helookedbusyand

comfortableinthekitchenandlittle

oldmecouldntstopstarring.

"Okaywillicecreamdothen?Iwill

prepareearlylunchsolongsowe

couldeatlater."

Icouldtellhewasmakingpapand

somethingelseontheside,Ihada

fullbreakfastatKgosi'sbutIwont

saynotoamealpreparedbyGabs.I

triedtoconcentrateonthetvbutasI



triedtositcomfortablyonthecouchI

shiftedandknockedthephotoalbum

offthecouch.IlookedatGabs,he

lookedbusybuthebrieflylookedat

meandsmiled,Ismiledback.As

soonasheturnedIpickedthealbum

butphotoscamefallingout.Ipicked

themonebyonelookingatthem.At

firstIsawphotosofMbaliasababy,

averyyoungGabsthenaphotoofa

younghandsomelookingGabswitha

verybeautifulheavilypregnant

woman,theybothlookedhappy.

"Iseeyou'vemadeahabitofjust

goingthroughmythings."Gabriel



saidmakingmejumpasthephotos

fleweverywhere.

"Andyouhavemadeoneofsneaking

uponmeandIwasntsnooping."I

saidpickingupthephotos.

"Yeah,yeah,yeah!"hesaidinatone

ofmockingme.Hegavemeabowl

oficecreamthenhelpedmewiththe

photos.Istoppedandlookedathim,I

wasabitembarassedthoughashe

wasright,justinadayhehadcaught

menotoncebuttwicegoingthrough

histhings.Hepickeduponephoto



andgaveittome,itwasaphotoof

thepregnantbeautifulwomanbut

shewasntpregnantonthisone.

"Mbali'smom."hesaidashesatnext

tome.Ilookedatthephotothemat

him.Hedippedaspoonfulofice

creamintohismouth,heswallowed

thenlickedhislipsmakingthem

wetterandjucier.Ahhhhh...

Snap,snap,snapoutofitKelebogile!

Kgosiishugeenoughforme,ohI

mean...nevermind...



"Sheisbeautiful."Isaid.

"Yep,thephotowastakenwhenshe

was24andpregnantwithMbaliandI

was26."

"Mbaliis4now,meaningyouare30."

"Idontknowmuchaboutnumbers,

Mathshasbeenmyweakestsubject

ever!"hespokelookingatmewitha

smileforcingmetolookaway

blushing.Gabshasabeautifulsmile

thatspeaksandteasesmeatthe

sametime.



"So,areyouguysstilltogether?"I

askedhim.

"No."

"Whathappened?"

"ShewantedtheoppositeofwhatI

wantedandwhensherealisedthatI

wastotallydeafwhenitcomesto

weddingbellsshedroppedafew

monthsoldMbaliwithmeandnever

lookedback."



"So,areyoureallydeafwhenit

comestoweddingbells?"Idontknow

whyIwasaskingbutIwasabit

concerned,itsoundedasthoughhe

wasgivingmeawarning.

"YouknowwhatImean."

"Yes,thatswhyIamasking."

"Iwasinmymid-twentiesandwasnt

readyforsomethingthatbigandI

stillfeelthesame."hesaidswitching



thatlightbulbofhopeinme.Idont

knowwhatisitthatIwantedto

achievebyaskinghimallthis

questions.Iwasabithurt,Iam

lookingforMr.Rightandcomparing

himtoKgosiIthinkhehasallthe

bestqualitiesthatanormalsinglegirl

wantsinamanalthoughhedoesnt

wantallthatIwant.Iatemyice

creamjusttohidemy

disappointment."Butifandthatsa

bigifImeetthatspecialoneImight

reconsider."hesaidandIcouldhave

slappedmysillylipsforcurvinga

smilefornoreason.Hewasnttalking

aboutmebutthenewswerejusttoo



sweetandmelodictoignore.Healso

smiledandwenttothekitchen.I

didnthaveanymoreinterestinthe

photos,Ipackedthemneatlyonthe

coffeetableandwatchedtv.

"Hey,earlylunchwillbereadysoon."

hesaidashecamebacktositnext

tome.

"Okay."Ireplied.

"So,howlonghaveyoubeenwith

yourguy?"



Hecaughtmeoffguardwiththatbut

Iansweredanyway.

"Ithasntbeenlong,wearejusttrying

toseeifthingswillwork."

Hewentsilentforawhilelookingat

thetvbutIcouldseethathismind

wasntonthetv.Aftersometimehe

lookedbackatmeandfoundme

staringathim.Itriedtolookawaybut

theonlythingthatmovedwasmy

head.



"Letmealsotry."hesaidtome.I

knewwhathemeanbutcouldnt

believemyears.

"Gabriel."Iwhispered.

"Please."

OhGodcanwe?
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IknowGabshasmorepotentialthan

Kgosi,hehastherightcharacteristics

tofitaprofileofaboyfriend,Ienjoy



hiscompanyanddeepdownIknowI

wanthimbutdoIreallywanthimthat

muchtolethimsharemewithKgosi?

Iamnotsureaboutdating2guysat

thesametimethough.Ineverreally

hadaboyfriendinmylife,Ihadguys

cominginandoutofmylife,nothing

thatlastedmorethat3months.

IwantedtosayyesrightawaybutI

havetoconsiderafewthings.Iam

lookingforMr.RightandthatmeansI

canexploremyoptionsbutwhydoes

itfeelwrongtoletGabsin?The

silencebetweenuswastoodifficult



tobear,Gabswasstaringatme

waitingforananswer.Ididntknow

whereelsetolookjusttoavoidhis

sharpgaze.

"Iamnottryingtoputpressureon

you,itsjustIcantfightmyfeelingfor

youanymore.Iknowyouhave

someonebutIamwillingtoletustry

evenifImightgethurtattheend."he

spoketomestilllookingatme.

"WhatifIamtheonewhogetshurt?"

Iaskedafterfindingmyvoice.



"Iwonthurtyou,Idontcarehowthis

endbutIpromiseyouIwontbreak

yourheart."hesaidasheplaceda

coldhandonmyjaws,heturnedmy

facetolookathim.HowcanIsayno

tothatbutIknowhewasjustbeing

sweetnow.Whatsgoingtohappen3

monthsfromnowwhenhegetstoo

attachedandwantsmeallfor

himself?Idontknowhimthatwellto

judgehim,soIneedsometimeanda

momentonmyown.

"Ihavetogo."Isaidgettingup.Ineed

aclearhead.



"Wait,whataboutlunch?"heasked

behindmeasIwasalreadymarching

outofhishouse.Ikeptonwalking

anddidntevenlookback.

SomehowIfeltlikeGabswasbeing

unfairorwashisapproachnotthe

wayIwantedit.Butsurelyheknows

aboutKgosiandhestillwantsme.If

onlyhehadapproachedmebefore

Kgosimaybewewouldbeacouple

now.Somuchtotakein.

Igottomyhouseandplayedthe



loudestmusicmymusicsystem

couldhandle.Iwantedadistraction,

afewweeksbackIwashappyand

imaginingmyselfdancingtosome

classicmusicinthearmsofJoebut

whenImethimthatnightthings

changed,Iranawayfromhimand

almostgokilledbyamanthattodayI

cantgetenoughofthenIagainmeta

guywhohadabandonedhismother

butyetafabulousfather.Ireallydont

thinkIshouldbegettingintothis.

Justnotnow...

Iwenttomybedroomtocheckonmy

phone,Iwashopingtogetafew



missedcallsorsomethingfrom

Kgosibuttomydisappointmentthere

wasnothing,notevensomething

frommydad.Maybeheisreallybusy

andwillgettocallmewhenhegets

thechance,maybeIshouldgivehim

thebenefitofthedoubt,remember

mendontthinklikewomenandat

timestheyneverknowwhatisitthat

wereallywant.

Ihadnothingtodootherthanwreck

mybrainswithGabrielandKgosi,I

wasboredandcouldntreallygoback

toGabs.So,Isatonmybedandwent

throughmyphone.Iwentstraightto



myaccountonthedatingsidewhere

IfoundJoe.Andguesswhat?Yes,

myaccountwasblocked.Apparently

Ihadoffendedsomeone,Ilaughed

outloudknowingverywellwhomy

victimis.ButIcouldntbelievethat

Joecouldbethispetty,anywayIdont

needtheaccountorblinddates

anymore.Atleastthismademe

laughandIforgotabitaboutmy

dilema.ButIwastooboredtodo

anythingsoIcreatedanother

accountwithDineo'snumberbuther

numberwasalreadyregistered,I

forgotnothingeverpassesher.Ithen

usedNthabi'snumberandassoonas



theaccountwassetupIcheckedJoe

andthebitterassholehadpicturesof

meonhistimelinewarningtheworld

aboutme.

Iwasangry,IknowJoeisafoolbut

thisistoolowevenforhim.Iwontbe

thefirstorlastpersontorejecthim

andheshouldpickhimselfupand

actlikeaman.Weallgothrough

heartbreaksandIthinkIamheading

thereagainifIgoonentertainingthe

ideaofdating2guysatthesame

time.Eish...



MyphoneranganditwasNthabi.

"Heygirl."Ianswered.

"Yousoundexcited,whatsup?"she

askedsoundingdownherself.

"Girl,youcalledme,areyouokay?"

"Yesbythewaydoyouhaveplansfor

theweekend?"

"No,why?"



"Uhm...Okaythatsgood.Gottago,

willcallyou."shesaidthenhangup.

Thatwasabitweird,Nthabisengis

alwayshappyandbubblybuttoday

shesoundsabitoffish.Maybeits

justoneofthosedays.

IdeletedtheaccountIcreated,cant

stressmyselfkaJoe.Iwenttoturn

offthemusicandbacktomy

bedroom,Ihadmyphoneinmyhand.

IplayedSolitairehopingKgosiwould

callmebutheneverdid.Menitsrude



tohavesexwithaladyandnotcall

herthefollowingday.

Iheardsomethinglikeaknockatthe

doorbutasIlistenedintherewas

nothing,Istayedafewminutes

thinkingIwouldhearsomething

again.Idecidedtogocheck,Iopened

thedoorbuttherewasnoone.I

lookeddownandthewere2

tuppewarecontainers,Ismiledand

thought...

Gabs...
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Gabsisgivingmeaheadachefrom

allthisthinking,Idowantallthathe

cangiveme,hehasawarmheart,I

amcomfortablearoundhimandheis

sogoodwithmebutitlooksas

thoughheisstillhanguponMbali's

mom.Whatwashedoingwithher

picturesanyway?Idontwanttobe

anyone'ssidechick,Iamtoooldfor

thatshit!

Itookthecontainersinsideand

openedthem.Hehadservedme

lunchandgavemeapieceofcake,it



mustbefromlastnight'sparty.The

foodsmeltreallynicebutmy

stomachwasinknots,Ihadmoreto

digestthananicesmellinglunch.I

putthefoodinthefridgeandwent

backtobed.Iwentthroughmyphone.

Again,nothingfromKgosi.Iwanted

tohearhisvoicesobad,evenifhe

wasbeingawfultomeitwillstillbe

fine,maybewiththatIwillbeableto

decideonwhattodowithGabs.

Eish...Didtheyreallyhavetobothbe

sodamngoodlooking?Thatdoesnt

helpmuchyouknow.

Ifellasleepstillhopingandwishing



Kgosicouldjustcallme.Evenifhe

breaksupwithmeanddoesntwant

toeverseemeagainitwillbefine,I

hatenotknowingwhereIstandwith

someoneespeciallyifitssomeone

thatIforeseeafuturewith.Isleptso

nicelydispitemystressesuntil

someoneknockedonmydoor,at

firstIthoughtsomethingwas

bangingonmyroof.Iwokeup

shakinglikeIjustwokeupfroma

nightmare.Iwenttocheckwhoit

wasanditwasnoneotherthanGabs.

"Gabs,canwenotdothisagain

please."Isaidlookingathim.He



ignoredmeasheasked:

"Didyoueatyourfoodyet?"

"No,Iwasabouttoeat,Ijustwoke

up."

"Donteatit,itsterrible,thesaltisnot

enoughandthemeatisover

coocked...Yhojustdonteatthefood

tuu."hesaidwithasmile,hewas

lying.

"So,whatamIgoingtoeat?Its



almostlunchtime."

"Iwasthinkingofgoingouttoget

somethingtoeat,youcancomewith

me."

Ismiledathim,hewantedustogo

outbutwasactingasthoughtheidea

justbuiltupwhilewewerehavinga

conversation.

"Okay,givemeafewminutestoge

ready."



"Butyoulookfine."

Ilaughedatthat,Iknowmyhair

lookedlikeagrasswherelionshad

justhadtheirimpalafeastandmy

facelikeawrinkledoldbutt.Iknow,

wakingfromadeepsleepisnota

prettything.Iranmyselfacold

shower,driedmyselfandsneaked

outthebathroomtomybedroom.

Gabs'eyeswerefixedonthetv.I

dontknowwhereGabswastaking

mesoIjustthrewonanotherfloral

dressthatwasactuallynew,dont

evenknowwhenorwhereIboughtit,

Ifixedmyhair,abitofmakeup,



perfumethenIwasreadytogo.Iam

leavingmyphonewantKgositofeel

whatitsliketobeignored.Iwentto

whereGabswassittingandstood

infrontofhim,Iwasfishingfora

complimentbutallIgotwas:

"Okay,youlookreadyletsgo."

Hewinkedatmethenlaughed,he

wasteasingme.

Wedidntgofar,wewenttoJJ's,

boughtburgers,chipsanddrinks.We

chosetositatanemptyparkona



blanket,aftereatingweplayed

aroundasGabstookpicturesofme

withhisphone.Iwantedselfieswith

himbutherefusedandsaidheisnot

pictureperfect.Aftershooting

pictureswelaidonourbacksonthe

blanket.

"Iwantyoutotakeyourtimethinking

aboutgivingmeachance."Gabs

startedashetookmyhandinhis.I

didntanswerhim,IknowIowehim

ananswerbutcanwejustenjoythis

momentwithouttalkingaboutthat.



Welaidthereforawhilejuststarring

attheclearbluesky.Hewasstill

holdingmyhand.Therewasno

awkwardness,just2peopleinlove

andafraidofsharingthoseemotions.

"Iwanttogovisitmymomina

coupleofdays,doyouwantto

come?"Gabsaskedme.

"Yes,Iwouldlovetocomewithyou."

"Willletyouknowwhen."



"Okay."

"Kelebogile."

"Yes."

"CanIcallyouLebo?"

"Yes."

"Lebo?"

"Yes."



"CanIkissyou?"hesqueezedmy

handasheaskedmebutIcouldtell

hewantedtolaugh.Ihavebeen

sayingyestoeverythinghewas

sayingandIwantedtosayitagain

butwebothlaughed.Hewasacting

likeaschoolboywhowantedtotry

somethingthathesawontv.He

turnedtomysideandliftedhishead

onhishand,helookedatme.Iclosed

myeyesasasigntoshowhimthatI

wasinvitinghim.Iopenedmyeyes

whenheplacedafingeronmylips.

Assoonasmyeyeswerefullyopen

hebroughthislipstomineandthen



slowlykissedme,wedidnttouch,we

justplayedwitheachother'slips.We

kissedforafewminutesthen

stopped.

"IthinkweshouldgonowbeforeI

losemyselfanddothingstoyou."he

saidthenhelpedmeup.

Onourwaybackwespokeand

laughedaboutunimportantthingin

life.Therewasalotoftouching,we

heldeachothershandsandletour

fingerscrossfornoreasonuntilwe

gottoKirkney,aswewere



approachingmyhouseIsawablack

MLparkedoutsidemygate.Iquickly

screamedatGabstoturnbackand

dropmefarfromhere.AssoonasI

saidthatGabshitthebreaksand

shouted:

"Getoutofmycar!"
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GabsandIstartedthedayonarough

patch,Iowedhimforstandinghim

andthekidsuplastnightbutheis

toogrownuptoholdgrudges,we

patchedthingsup,hadabeautiful



dayattheparkandnowthis?Why

wouldheactlikethis?Heisacting

likesomeonewhodidntknowabout

myotherlife,ifhereallywants

whateveritisthathewantsbetween

ustoworkthenhebetteracceptme

withallthatIcomewith.Iamnot

abouttoditchKgosibecauseofhim,

IstilldontknowifKgosiisrightfor

meornotandIwanttofindthatout

bymyself.

Ididntwanttoarguewithhimorget

intoanythingwithhim,heseemed

tooangrytoactreasonablerightnow

plusIwastooworriedaboutKgosi.



HeistheoneIaminrelatioshipwith

anditstooearlyinourrelationshipto

beshowingourtruecolours,Iamnot

sayingIamacheatbutIdohavemy

flowstoo,hereandthere.Igotoutof

Gabs'carandstoodonthesidewalk.

Iwatchedashereversedandsped

offlikecrazy.Hewascausinga

scenefornoreasonandbesidesI

haventsaidyestohimyet,wemight

havekissedbutitdidntmeanmuch,

didit?Itwasjustakiss,agoodone

though...

IwalkedtoKgosiknowingverywell

thatifheisinhiscartherewasno

wayhedidntseemeasIgotoff



Gabs'carandbelievemeIamready

forhimifhepullsoneonme,not

afterwhathedidthismorning.He

mighthavehiswayswheneverhe

wantsbutIcanalsostandupfor

myself.Beendoingthatforawhile,

sincemymomdiedandmydad

decidedtoremarrybytheway.

AsIapproachhiscarhegotoutand

closedthedoor.Hewaswearinga

blacksuit,thoseslimpantsanda

tightfittingjacketanditwasas

thoughIcouldseehissexybody

throughhisclothes.Thisjusttook

mebacktothenightwejustshared.I



amsuchadaydreamer!

Otherthanhislooksandmelooking

beyondthatKgosilookedcalmashe

watchedme.Idontwanthimtobe

calm,Iwasinafightingmoodand

thatswithinmyrightifyouatthings

myway.Istoppedforabitwaitingfor

himtoreactbutallIgotfromhim

wasuncomfortablestares,Ihadno

choicebuttostartwalkingtohim

again.Iguessapartofmeisscared

ofKgosi,heistooquiteandandI

reallydontknowwhatheiscapable

of.



"Beencallingyou."hesaidasheput

hishandsinhispocket,heleaned

againsthiscar.So,nohelloorhow

areyou?Justlikethat,Idontevenget

anexplanationtohisbehaviourthis

morning.Whatkindofamandoes

this?Thisisnothumanbehaviour

period!

"Ilelfmyphone,Iwentoutwitha

friend."Iansweredhimwithabitof

anattitudeasthoughIwas

challenginghimtoquestionme,

insteadhelookedbehingmeas



thoughtherewassomethingor

someone.Ialsolookedbackoutof

curiositybuttherewasnothing.Igot

abitannoyedathimforthat.

"Arewegoingtostandherethe

wholedayorwhat?"heasked.Ididnt

carewhereweweretakingthis,we

aregoingtotalkaboutthisonceand

for.Heowesmethatmuchandmore,

hedidntjustpickmeupfroma

roadsideforanightofsex.Even

prostitudesgetathankyouaftersex,

itcomesincash.Istoodstillandjust



lookedathim.Healsolookedatme

thenshookhishead,hewalkedtothe

gate.Itwasntlocked,hejustpushed

itopen.Ifollowedhimasthoughhe

wastheownerbutIpassedhimand

wenttounlockthedoor.Hewent

straighttothesinkandpoured

himselfaglassofwater.Hewas

actinglikeeverythingwasnormal,

likethismorningwasntabigdeal.

Well,tohimmaybebuttomethe

wholethingleftascarinmymind,

heartandeverythingthatsgottodo

withbeingemotionallyinvolved.allI

needisanexplanationandmaybea

bitofcomfort.Butthefactthathe



sawmecomingoutofanotherman's

carandisnotsayinganythingabout

itbothersme,thereisnosuchthing

asamanwithoutjealousy,itsintheir

nature,itsineverybody'snature.

"Aboutthismorning,"Istarted.He

placedtheglassonthekitchen

counterandlookedatme."Kgosi,

whydidyouleavewithoutsaying

anythingtome.Youdidntevencall

afterthat,allIgotwererosesand

chocolatewithabluntmessage."I

addedasmylipsstartedshaking,

angerwasbuildingupinmeandit

wasbeyondmycontrol.Iaminlove



withKgosibutitlookslikeIamthe

onlyonewhoiswillingtogothatfar.

"Ihadabusymorningandyouwere

sleeping."hesaid.Iguessthatshis

explanationwrappedinonesentence.

IamnotthatgirlandIwontbethe

"yesKgosi"girl.No,IamKelebogile

andIneedmore.

"Thatsit?"Ishoutedathim.

"What'smore?"heaskedmelooking

confused.AmIcrazy?Youallknow

thatIloveKgositoapointwherehe



drivesmecrazybuthasthatpushed

methisfar?Ijustmettheguy...

"Youfuckedmeandyoudonteven

callme.Igotoutofanotherman's

carandyoudontsayanything?"

"Ididntseethedriverandwhydoes

thathavetobotherme?"

"ReallyKgosi?"

"What,areyoufuckinghimtoo?"



Arewealsojust...
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Iamreallydealingwithadifferent

Kgosieverysingleday,Ilearnand

seedifferentthingabouthimevery

minuteIspendwithhim.Iseriously

expectedabitofjealousyfromhim

andnowhetalksaboutfucking,thats

tooharshawordfor2peoplethat

madeloveandconnectedorelsehe

wouldntbehererightnow.IguessI

amexpectingmorefromhim.Iwont

liethoughpartofmewantedtoend

thingsandforgetaboutKgosibefore



hebreakmeevenfurtherbutwe

reallyhaveagoodthinggoingonand

imagininghimwalkingoutofmylife

hurtsevenmore.

"Kgosi,havewebeenfuckingor

makinglove?"Iaskedhimstraight

out.Tomethereisadifference

betweenthe2,youmakeloveto

someoneyouloveandcareabout

andthenyoufuckjustforpleasure,

moveonandforgetaboutthat

person,justlikepayingfora

prostitude.Thereisnoconnection

there.ButwhatKgosiisdoingtome

feltworse,itslikesomeonetelling



youthatsexisjustsexandnothing

more.IdontknowaboutothersbutI

valuesex,Iamtoogrownuptotake

sexasafunthing,itmighthave

differentmeaningtoallofusbutit

buildsarelationship.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"he

askedme,Ijustlookedathim."Iam

onlyspeakingthesamelanguageas

you."headdedlookingcoolandnot

bothered,whereasIwantedtopunch

awallorevenbettergocrazyathim.

Isohateamanwhotwisteverything



andmakebigdealslooklikenothing.

"Whyareyoudoingthistome?"I

askedhiminmymostweakestvoice.

Hewentquiteagainbeforehesaid:

"Iamdoingnothing,Ijustthinkyou

areentitledtoyourindependence."

"Really?"

"Icantexpectyoutochangeover

nightandgetridofwhoeverisinyour

lifebecauseofme."



Howconsiderateofhim!

"Idonthaveaboyf..."Iwantedto

pleadmycaseandshowhimthatits

onlyhimandnobodyelse,even

thoughIhavearovingeyetowards

GabrielbutbeforeIcouldfinish

talkinghewent:

"Shutup,Idontwanttoknow

anythingaboutyouandenoughwith

thetalkingalready!"



TherearetimeslikethiswhenIask

God:"Whyme?Whymakemesuffer

likethis?"

AllIaskedforwasMrRightandIhad

tofallforthefirstbullshitthatImet.I

gaveitallawayinonenightof

sharingabedwithhim.WhydidntI

sitdownwithhimfirst?Weshould

havespokenaboutourexpectations.

Anywaywhathappenedhappened,I

cantgobackandtakeeverything

backnorcanItakeacupandsay:

"tshelamonatewakakamo".

"Ithinkyoushouldleave."Isaidto



him.Imeantit,IwantedhimoutandI

dontcareifhenevercomesback.It

hurts,everythinghurtsandhealing

andacceptanceshouldfollow...

"Whycomplicatethings?"heasked

avoidingwhatIjustsaid.

Hewentquiteforawhilelookingat

me.IhaddreamsaboutKgosiand

me,heisuptight,controllingandall

thatbutIhaveacceptedhimbecause

allthatmakeshimdifferentandthat

isallIneed.Adifferentman!



Iwasstandingwithmybackagainst

thefridge,hestoodnexttomeand

lookedatme.Iwantedtopushhim

backbuthispresenceinfrontofme

feltwarmandright.IknowwhatI

wantfromamanandKgosioffers

noneofthatbutIamsoinlovewith

him.Heloweredhislipstomineand

kissedme,Ikissedhimbackandat

thesametriedtopushhimaway

fromme.Thisgoestoshowhow

confusedIam.Hemovedhiswetlips

tomybodyasImurmuredthingsto

him,Iwastellinghimtogoeven

thoughmywordswereweak.I

wantedhimtoleavebutfirstmake



lovetome,Iamnotahornybitchbut

ahumanwithneeds.Hegotmeout

ofmydress,Irefusedtobefreedoff

myunderwear.Hetorethemoffme.

Firstmybrathenmypanties,hewas

turningmeonwithhisroughness.I

likedtheforcethathewasusingon

me.Hesuckedonmyleftnipple

whilehetwistedtheotherwithhis

finger.Mybackwasstillagainstthe

coldfridgebutIdidntmind,Iwanted

Kgosi.Imoanedandcriedatthe

sametime.Howcouldsuchagood

loverbeterriblewithhisemotions?

Hepickedmeupinhisarmsand



carriedmetothecouch.Heslowly

laidmedownandlethishandsrun

everysinglepartofmybody.He

touched,caressed,fingeredanddid

everythingthatmybodycriedoutfor.

Thenheusedhislipandtongueto

kissmefromtoptobottom,Imoved

withhiseverytouchandkisses.He

finallyburriedhisfacebetweenmy

thighsinthatmoistsensetive

attentionseekingpartofmine.Heate

onmecirclinghistonguepleausuring

me,hewassogoodwithme.Icame

sohardscreamingandjerkingmy

body.Helickedmecleanwithhis

tongue,laidhisheadonmystomach



andwentstill.Aftersometimehegot

upandlookedatme,thebodythathe

knowstoowell,thebodythatIwasnt

scaredtoshowofftohim.Hewentto

thebedroomandcamebackwitha

blanket,hecoveredmynakedbody

withitthenkissedme.

"Goodnight."hesaidthenturned

aroundandheadedforthedoor.

Heleftmeagain...

Ipulledtheblanketovermyheadand

cried...
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MrRightmyfoot!SeewhatIam

goingthroughinthenameoflove

andfindingthesocalledperfectguy?

Iwashopingforloveandthatfrom

Kgosi,heoffersnothing,absolutely

nothing.Heissounromanticand

doesthingstopleasehimselfonly!

Whatisthedifferencebetweenwhat

hedidinthemorningtowhatheis

doingnow?Heleftmeallbymyself

andeverytimehedoesthatheleaves

mewantingmore,heneveroffers

more.Iamgettingboredandfedup

withhim!MaybeIdoneedGabriel.



Iwenttomybedroomandtookmy

phone.IthadmissedcallsthatI

believewerefromKgosi,sincehe

saidhehasbeencallingme.Iwent

backtothecouchandcovered

myselfwiththeblanket.Icalled

Dineoandherphonewentto

voicemail.Gosh,sheisneveraround

whenyouneedherandIknowsheis

busywithsomeone.HereIam

wreckingmyselfforMrRightandshe

doesntevenbotherherselfwitha

straightboyfriend.Iwantedsobadly

totalktosomeone,Ifeltsoaloneand



IcantcallNthabieither,sheis

probablybusywithherhusbandand

kids.Idecidedtocallmydadandat

leasthepickedup.

"Ngwanaka,thisisnotagoodtime.

Yourauntisabouttoserveussupper

andshedoesntallowcellphonesat

thetable."hesaidsoundinghappyto

bewithhisfamilywhileIwasonmy

own.Nxa,itwouldhavebeenbetterif

hedidntpickup.Whatstheuse.I

havenoonerightnow,Icouldcallmy

auntbutsheisalsowithherfamily

now.Shepromisedmeshewouldbe

thereformeandshehaskepther



promisebutIdontwanttobea

burden,noteventomydad.

"Okay,goeatdad."Isaidwithmy

voicecrackingup.Ihangupand

burstintotears.IknowImadethe

choiceofstayingonmyownbutI

didntasktobeabondoned,atmyage

Istillneedmydad.IntimeslikethisI

missmymom,wishsheneverleft

me.Shecouldhaveleftmydadbut

notme.IneedhermorenowthanI

everhadbefore.Mydadcalledme

andIignoredit.Goeatsupperdaddy.



Iwenttothekitchenandwarmedthe

foodthatGabrielgavemeearlier,he

saidthefoodwasbadbutIamtoo

hungrytobepickyrightnow.Ipoured

myselfaglassofwine,Ialwaysmake

sureIhaveenoughofthatinmy

house.ItangersNthabitobits,she

shouldhavebeenmarriedtoapastor

thatone,notagoodlookingguylike

Vuyo.Mxm,Imissmyfriendsandthe

oldtimeswewherestilltight,before

Nthabigotmarried,shewasneveras

wildasDineoandmebutshedidfit

inwithus.

Itookmyglassofwineandfood,I



wenttoeatwhilewatchingtv.Itook

thefirstbiteofthemeatandGabriel

hadreallyliedtome.Thefoodwas

reallynice.IsmiledasIcontinued

eating.Hesurelyhadplannedthe

wholethingofusspendingtime

together.Gabrielisahappyperson,

likesgoingoutandhavingfun,

somethingthatIdontseeKgosi

doing.IsweartoyouKgosidoesnt

looklikeaguywhowouldsharea

bowlofice-creamwithme.

Ifinishedeating,didthedishesthen

wenttotakealongbath.Thewater

wassoniceasitsoakedmybodybut



Iwantedtofeelsomebody'sstrong

handsalloverme,messagingme,

touchingme,fingeringme,Iwant

pleasure,realpleasurefromareal

man.Kgosidoesoffersomegoodies

butitsnotenoughwithoutthe

cuddlingandsweetestwords.Icould

getthatfromGabs,Icantell.MaybeI

shouldjustgotohimrightnow.I

couldpicturemyselfstanding

standinginhisdoorwaywithout

nothingbutatowel,Iknowhewould

neversaynotome.Hewantsmeas

badasIwanthim.Ihaveseenitin

hiseyesandIcantellfromhiskisses

thatheisagoodlover.Icouldjust



imaginemyselfwithhimashemakes

sweetlovetome,Icouldntstop

myselffromthinkingabouthimand

thewholethingwasturningmybody

intoaneedyone...

Igotoutofthebathplanningtomake

sweetlovetomyforeverandreliable

uncuddlingvibrator,itsjustlikeKgosi,

neh?ButIcouldntstopthinking

aboutGabriel,Iguessthatswhatmy

bodywasyearningfor.

Idecidedtojustgotohim,itsnota

sintoaskforwhatyouwantandI



thinkthisiswhatwebothwant.Iput

onalightsimpledressandno

underwear,notevenabratoholdmy

hugechest.IdidntlookbadasIput

onmakeupandfixedmyhair.Iwore

mypumpsasIheadedtogetmyself

agoodsleeppill.

Iwastooexcited,hornyandeagerto

bewithGabs.Ilovebeingwildand

adventurouswhenitcomestosex,I

dontlikebeingobidientlikeKgosi

wantsmetobe.WithGabsIknowI

havethefreedomtoplease.



Iwalkedtohishousegigglingto

myself.Ifeltsillybutexcited.His

gatewasntlockedandthedoorwas

alsowideopen.Iwasabouttoknock

sincethelasttimeIjustwalkedin

andwentthroughhisstuffhedidnt

likethat.Iplacedmyfistonthedoor

andbeforeIcouldknockmyeyesfell

onashirtlessGabsbusyonthestove

andtherewatchinghimwasa

womantalkingandlaughing.

Istoodtherestillandlongenoughfor

themtonoticeandstareatmetoo...
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Iwasabitconfused,bothofthem

lookedcosyenoughtobeina

relationship.Myjealousymademe

seethingsthatway,Iwasragingand

fearingtheworst.Ihavenever

imaginedGabswithanyoneelse

otherthanme,evenseeinghiminan

oldphotowithhisexjustmademe

wanttoscratchoffherfaceand

pastemine,Imnopsycho,Ijustwant

toknowthatIamtheonlyonehe

thinksanddreamof.Iknowitsnot

fairbuthepromised,hegaveme

hopewhenhesaidhe'llneverhurtme.

IamnotherebecauseIwantedto



apologiseorfixwhathappened

earlier,no,Iamheretosealthedeal

withsex.

"Hey,Ithoughtyou'dbesomewhere

bynowwithhim."Gabssaidright

infrontofhisgirl...Shealsolookedat

mewitheyesthatsaid"goaway,you

aredisturbing".Ialsolookedather

eventhoughshewasnttheone

talkingtomeandImustsay,asI

lookedathershedidntreallylookhis

type.Comparedtomesheeven

lookedworsethanyouryoung

primaryschoolteacher.Iamnot

tryingtobemeanoranythingbutIdo



lovetolookforfaultsandcompare

myselftomycompetition.IfImust

addtowhatIwaslookingat,shehad

toomuchmakeupandwaswearing

ared2piece,itwasagoodpieceof

designmaraneeaperekemang?I

knowjealousycanmakeyousay

nastythingsbutthetruthwillremain.

"Yeah,Ihavetobesomewhere.Iam

sorryfor...forjust...budgingin."Isaid

stutteringabit,Iturnedaroundto

walkaway.IhurriedoutasfastasI

could.



"Lebo?"Gabssaidcallingouttome,I

haveembarrassedmyselfinfrontof

himandhis...whatever!Istoppedbut

didntturnback.

"What?"Iasked.

"Whatisgoingonwithyou?"he

askedbehindme.Ihadtoswallow

myangerafewtimesasItriedto

openmymouth.Idontevenknow

whyIwasangrybutwhattheheck

angerhadfilledmyemotions.

"IamsorryIshouldnthavecome."I



saidtohim.Therewasabitof

silenceandwhenIwasabouttothink

hehadturnedbacktothehouseIfelt

himbehindme,hisnakedbody

rubbedagainstminethroughthethin

fabricofmydressashehuggedme

fromtheback.Myheartstarted

beatingfasterastheheatfromour

bodiesconnected.Iwanthimandhe

shouldgetridofher.

"Answerme!Whatisgoingonwith

you?"

"Doyoureallywannaknow?"



"Iasked,sothatshouldansweryour

question."hesoftlysaidrightnextto

myear,you'dswearitwasntthe

sameguythathadkickedmeoutof

hiscarearlier.Iknowhewassorry

forthatnowandnowIunderstand

whathemusthavegonethrough,

howhemusthavefeltwhenhesaw

him.Iamexperiencingthesamenow?

"Icametohavesexwithyou,I

wantedyou."Isaid,thewordsjust

cameout.Iwasangryandjealous,I

guessIjustsaidtheonethingthatI



knowwouldmakehimhappy.Butit

wasnonethelesstrue,thatwasmy

intention.Idontthinkheexpected

thattoo,hehidhisheadagainstthe

backofmine,buryingitinmyold

weave,hehuggedmetighter.Ifelt

likeIcouldtakewhatIhavejustsaid

backandthoughtthatIamsucha

whore.Itriedtogetoutofhisarms

butitwastootight."Letmego!"I

saidjerkingmyselfoutofhisarms,

hedidntreleaseme."Letmego!"I

screamedathim,heslowlydidand

suddenlyIhadthislongingfeeling

insideofme.Iwanttobeinhisarms

andstaythere.Iwalkedawayfrom



him,myheartwassosore.Icouldnt

believehealsoletmegojustlikethat.

Iwalkedhomewithtearsflooding

downmycheeks.Iwasnteveninthe

moodforsexanymore.Igothome

lockedthegate,switchedoffallthe

lightsandmycellphomethenwent

straighttobed.MaybeIwillwakeup

bettertomorrow.

Ihaterejection.IknowGabsdidnt

exactlysaynotomebutitfeltlikehe

did.IdontevenknowwhatIwas

doingtalkingaboutsexnow,soearly.

ThefirsttimeImethimIthought

whatajerkandIkindofhatedhim,



whydidntthingsstaythatway.

Hatinghimwouldhavebeenbetter

thanlovingsomeonethatIcanthave.

KamothereisKgosi!KammaoI

havedoubletroublewhenitcomesto

mattersoftheheart.Banloileandke

mystepmom!

Isleptwithaheavyheartandwastoo

lonely.MaybeIshouldgetJoeback

butIdontreallyneedashortguyto

bemyMrRight.Itrieditonceandit

failedbadly,thepoorguywasnice

andloving.AccordingtohimIwas

theperfectwoman,whereastome

thewholethingwasadisaster.



Iwokeupearlyinthemorningand

gotreadyforwork,sometimesIhate

myjotbutInormallyfeellikethatin

themorningespeciallywhenIdidnt

sleepwellduringthenightbecause

whenIgettoworkIamatpeacewith

myjob.Morningsarealwayshectic

formeandtodaywasnodifferentas

Iwentupanddownmyhousegoing

fromroomtoroominmyuniform.

Therewasaknockatthedoor.Ihope

itsnotGabsbutBab'Elias,Imnotin

themoodtotalktoGabs.



Iopenedthedooranditwasneither

ofthem.ItwasKgosiandtheminute

welaideyesoneachotherhepulled

metohimandgavemeahug...
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Youcantellapersonhowmuchyou

lovethemandhowmuchtheymean

toyouandallthatromancecrapand

nevermeanasinglewordofit,only

sayingthattomakethemhappy.I

lovetohearthosewordstoo,Iama

romanticatheartbutsometimes

actionsspeakslouderthanwordsas

Kgosiwasembracingmewithhis



lovethroughthehug.Thewayhehad

wrappedhisarmsaroundmesaida

lot,Icouldfeelthe"Iloveyous"and"I

amsorrys"echoingthroughhim.I

havelearntafewthingsaboutKgosi

andtalkingisnotoneofhisstrongest

pointsoIwilllethimshowmethe

onlywayhecan.

Allwasforgiven,yesjustlikethat!

Whatistheuseoffightinganyway

whenyoucanlovemoreandbe

happy?Imsuregivinghugsisnot

somethingheisusedtoandI

appreciateit.



Ilethiminsidemyhouse,Iwas

gettingreadyforworkandmyhouse

wasamessasusuallbutIdidntmind,

itsnotlikeKgosidoesntknowhow

sloppyIcanbe.AndIamjustgladhe

foundthatoutsoonerthanlater.

"Howwasyournight?"heaskedme

sittingonthekitchenchair,he

unbuttonedhisjacket.Helookedso

comfortableinmyhouse,Iwantedto

bringupmyfeelingsregardinghis

behaviour.Idontlikeitwhenhe

leavesimmediatelyjustaftersexbut

afterthehughejustgavemeIcant

gobacktothat,itwontbegoodand



besidesIdidntwanttocausestress

formyself,itsalongdayahead.

"Isleptwellandyou?"Iaskedhimnot

wantingtoshowhimIwassurprised

byhowcasuallhewasbeing.Kgosi

nevergreetsmelikethis,wellIguess

thereisalwaysafirstforeverything.I

wenttomakehimteawithoutasking

himbutIknowhewantsit.

"Tellme,"hesaidnotansweringme.I

lookedathimashewenton:"have

youbeenseeinganyonebeforeyou

metme?"



"No!"Iquicklyansweredhim.

"Okay."hesaidlookingattheteacup

thatIhadofferedhim.Hehadthis

lookonhisfacethatIcouldntexplain.

Idontknowifhewasworriedor

happy,IcantreadKgosi.

"Kgosi,whydoyouask?"

Hewentsilentforawhileasthough

tryingtofigureoutwhattosaytome.



Iwastemptedtoaskhimagainbut

decidedtowaituntilheanswers,I

haterepeatingmyselfwhentalkingto

someone,especiallywhenIknowI

ambeingheadandunderstood.

"Doyouwanttoseeotherpeople?"

heaskedthentookasipfromhishot

teawitheyesonme.Hecantbejust

askingmesuchquestions,hejumps

fromonequestiontoanotherwithout

cluesofwherehewasgoing.We've

neverhadadescendconversation

beforeandnowthatwewerehaving

onewasntsureifitwastherightone.

Kgosiisjusthecticnje!



"IfIhaveyou,Idontseetheneedto,

unlessthatswhatyouwant."I

answeredhim.Iguesshewantto

labelourrelationshipnow.Apartof

mewantstobeloyaltoKgosiand

wouldlovethesamefromhimeven

thoughthereisGabriel.

"Ifyouarenotseeinganyoneother

thanme,Idontthinkyoushouldeven

considerit.Iwantyoualltomyself."

hesaidstandingupandwalking

towardsme,thenasked:"Whatdo

youthink?"



Ihappilyreplied:

"Ilikethattoo."

"Soyouareminefromnowon?"

"Bodyandeverything."

Helookeddeepintomyeyes

remindingmeofmyreactionthefirst

hedidthat.Thatlookjustmademe

wanttogetridofmypanties,nothing

elsebutthemonly.Hebrushedhis



lipsagainstmydryones.

"Howlongdoyouhavebeforeyou

havetogettowork?"heaskedashis

lipsmovedontopofmine,exciting

meevenmore.

"Notlong."Iansweredhim.Itwas

true,asmuchasIwantedtobelaid

anhourwasntenoughforus.We

neededmuchmorethanthatfor

foreplayuntilweevengettothepata-

pata,IamstillnotusedtoKgosi's

sizebytheway!



"Okay."hewhisperedinwhat

soundedlikeadisappointment.Thats

allhisfault,ifonlyhedidntleaveme

allbymyselflastnightmaybehe

wouldhavewokenuptosome

morningglory.

Wejuststoodwithourheads

touchingandnottalkingthenfinally

hecoveredmylipswithhisand

roughlykissedmewhilehishands

wereonmybutt.Hepushedmybutt

upabitforcingmetostandonmy

toesashepressedmetothefrontof

hispants.HehadabonerandIknew

wehadtostoporelsewewillboth



headtomybedroomandspendthe

wholedayinthere.Idowantthatbut

Ihavetogotowork,Ihaveaveryevil

bossbytheway.AndIamseriously

goingtohavealongdaytoday,Iwont

beabletoconcerntrateatwork,all

thiswillbeinmymind.

"Kgosi,"IwhisperedasIpulledmy

lipsfromhis.Hebreathlesslyshook

hisheadno,hewantedmebutIcant

affordtoloosemyjob.Ineeditfor

debtsandexpensivelifestyle.I

lookedathisdisappointedfaceand

said:"Idontwanttobelateforwork."



"Tonight,itsyouandme?"

"Yes,hereinmyhouseandbed."

Heslowlykissedmyforeheadthen

walkedout.

Iheavilybreathedinandthenout...

Ihavejustmadeacommitmentto

Kgosi...
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AtlastIhavefoundwhatIhavebeen

lookingfor,MrRight!Iknowhedidnt

giveamarriageproposalspeechbut

thisisapromisetoagoodfuture.I

haveeverythinginKgosi,heisgood

looking,charming,he'sactuallyall

thatIeverwanted!

Iexcitedlyfinishedgettingreadyfor

work.Igotmyhandbagandchecked

ifeverythingwasallintherebutI

wasntwearingmyshoesmymorning

slippersaresocomfortableonedayI

amgoingtogotoworkinthemand



giveBongiweaheartattack.Iwas

abouttogogetmyshoeswhenI

heardaknockatthedoor,Iquickly

wenttoopenhopingandprayingits

notKgositofinishwhatwestartedin

themorningorGabscomingtotalk

aboutlastnight,IcantevenbelieveI

toldhimstraightoutthatIwantedto

havesexwithhim.Thatissosluttyof

me!

Iopenedthedoorandtomyluckand

surprisetherestoodasmillingand

veryhappylookingAndre,myBen10

wannabe.Iforcedasmileandasked

himwhatitisthathewantsoearly.



"Alift."hecheerfullyanswered.

"Alift?"Irepeatedafterhim,henod

hisheadyes."Towhere?"

"Thebusstop."

"Really?Andrèwhathappenedtoyour

ussualtransport?"

"MyparentsleftearlyandIam

supposetogetataxitothebusstop

butIcant.Iamsavingthemoneyfor

somethingbig."



Ai,kidsoftoday.Heisprobably

savingforaplaystationoreven

worseanightofboozingwithfriends.

Iwantedtotellhimtogethistaxiand

stopwastingmytimebuthelooked

toocuteandinnocenttobeturned

down.Igavehimmycarkeysand

toldhimtostartthecarandopenthe

gatetoo.HewentoutsideandIwent

tofindmyshoes.Yes,Ihavetolook

forthemasnothingiseverinits

rightfulplacesimmyhouseandto

provethatIfoundbothmyshoesin

differentplaces.Iputthemon,fixed

myselfandwentoutside.



Mycarwasparkedoutsideandthe

boywaschillinginmydriver'sseat.

"Hey,moveover!"Isaidtohim

motioningtohimwithmyhandasI

closedthegatewiththeother.Thisis

mycar,nothisquadbikes.Hehasa

driver'slicense,hedidntgetitformy

carandbesideshedoesntevendrive

hisparentscar.Hehadacar,those

oldmini-minicoopers,henever

wantedtoseeitagainafterhis

friendsplayedaprankonhiminhigh

school.Justafterheparkedthecar,



theycarriedittoothersideofthe

parkinglot,theydidthisforacouple

ofdaysuntilonedayhesawthem

butatleastthatexplainedhis

conffusionaboutwhyhiscar

changedparkingsonitsown.

Hesulkedashejumpedtotheother

seat,Iprentendednottoseehisface.

Igotinanddroveoff,hewasntthat

angrywithmeashestartedtotalk

aboutthekindsofcarshewantsand

howhewantshislifetobelikewhen

isdonewithvarsity,wellthekidhasa

planforthefuturebutitlookedlike

hewantedtoimpressme.Whathe



didntknowwasthatIamtoooldto

becharmedbydreams.Ihaddreams

toobuttheyneverturnedoutmyway,

socrushboyherebettershutup.I

droppedhimoffatthebusstop,he

blewmeakissandIlaugheditoff.I

drovetowork.

Iwashappytoday,thatsagreat

attitudetowardsmyjobbutIwas

seriouslyhornyandcouldntwaitfor

tonight.WonderwhatKgosi'splans

areforus.

Today,workwashectic,halfofour



staffhadgonetoacampaign,leaving

uswithaclinicfullofpatients.Ideal

mainlywithchroniclesbuttodayI

wasforcedtotakeeverything,Ieven

hadtoskiplunchafterIskipped

breakfast.Well,Ilovemyjobthat

muchtoevenskipmealsbuttodayI

wantedtofinishearlyandgethome

beforeKgosi.Iwanttocleanmy

houseandcookformyman.I

couldntstopsmillingandthatmade

myworkeasier.

Ilefttheclinicaround17:30andmy

chailetimeis16:00.Imadesurethe

hourandhalfIspendattheclinic



didntgounnoticed,Idontplaylike

that!Iwentforsomegrocery

shoppingfirst.Iswippedmycredit

card,tjerrr,thingsareexpensiveandI

earntoolittle.Idrovestraighthome

afterthatandthankGodKgosiwasnt

homeyet.Imarinatedthemeatthen

startedcleaning,Ichangedthe

bedding,towelsandevenreplaced

theoldsoapsandtoothpasteinthe

bathroom.Ifinishedcleaning,tooka

quickbathandstartedwithsupper.I

evenhadanapronon!Ikepton

checkingthetime,wonderwhatis

keepingKgosi.Ifhedaresdropme...



LuckilyhecamebeforeIcouldgive

up.Ihadleftthegateopenforhim

andIcouldhearhimclosingitafter

hehadparkedhiscar.Ikeptmyself

busyasheopenedthedoor,hecame

inwearinghisJay-zwannabeclothes

andholdingabag.Hekissedand

greetedmethenwenttothe

bedroom.

Lateronweatemydelicioussupper,

wefinishedthenIclearedtheplates.

Kgosi'sphonerang,hewentto

answeritoutside.Itsounded

businesslike.



Myphonevibrated,Icheckedit.

'Iknowyouarewithhimrightnowbut

pleaseIneedtotalktoyou.Icouldnt

sleeplastnightandIwontbeableto

sleepifIdontseeyoutonight.Come

over!'
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IhadvowedtobewithKgosiandI

meanteverythingupuntilnow,Ihad

foughtsohardnottothinkabout

Gabsthewholedayanditworkeda

bitasIhadsomethingtolook



forwardtowithKgosi.ButIfeellike

seeinghimrightnow,Iwanttoclear

theconfusionandeverything.Icant

carryonleadinghimonandIwantto

apologiseforwhatIsaidlastnight.

ButfornowIhaveaproblemhere

withKgosi,whatkindofexcuseamI

goingtocomeupwithforwantingto

goseeanotherguy?We'vejust

starteddatingandalreadyIamaliar!

AsIwaswreckingmybrainsforan

excuseKgosicameoutofthe

bedroomandwentstraighttothe

door.Itlookedlikehewasgoingout

ashehadhiscarkeysinhishand.



Reallynow?Afterthepromisehe

mademeheisgoingtowalkoutof

herejustlikethat,wehaveplans.

Well,anywayitsKgosiwhatwasI

expecting?

"Whereareyougoing?"Iaskedhim.

"Tomycar,somethingcameupsoI

needmylaptopandIhavetomakea

fewbusinesscalls."heansweredme.

IfIdidntwanttosneakoutofhereI

wouldhavebeenangrythathe

broughtworktomyhousebutIhad

ideasofmyowntoo.



"Uhmm...Ialsowanttogocheckon

myneighbourshejustsendmean

SMSandneedsmyhelp."Isaidlying

throughmyteeth,honestlyitwasnt

thatmuchofalie,justabitofatwist.

Hepausedforafewsecondsjust

lookingatme,thenwhenhespokehe

said:

"Okay,takeyourtimeIthinkIwilltake

longtoo."

Iwaitedforhimtocomebackfrom

hiscarthenwesharedalongwarm



kiss.Iwantedtoleavewithamark

fromhim,justsomethingtobringme

backquicklyandnothangaround

Gabsforlong.

AssoonasIwasoutofthehouseI

hurriedtoGabs'house,Ihave

plannedeverythingthatIwanttosay

tohim.

Iwantedtoknockbutanywayhewas

expectingmesoIjustopenedthe

doorandwalkedin.

"Oh,thankGod,Iwasscaredyou



wouldntcome."hesaidthencame

andpulledmeinhisarmsand

huggedme.Itwasalonghugthat

mademefeelguiltyaboutmy

reasonsforbeinghere.

"Gabriel?"Isaidgettingmyselfoutof

hisarms.

"Baby?"hesoftlysaid,itwasas

thoughhewasshocked.

"No."



"Please,youwouldntbehereifyou

didntwantasolution.Can,Igofirst."

hesaidpointingatachair.

Isatdownandwaitedforhimtotalk.

Helookedtiredandstressed,itwas

asthoughhewasdreadingwhathe

wasabouttosay.Hewasscaringme,

whatifhewantstoendallthis,I

meanthisthingthatwehavebutdont

haveatthesametime?Icamehere

toendthings,notforhimtodothat.

Itwillhurtifitcomesfromhim...

"Lebo,Iwanttobehonestwithyou...I



wantustobehonestwitheach

other."hesaidnotlookingatme.I

didntsayasingleword,Iwaitedfor

himtogoon."Iloveyou,Icantkeep

thisinsideanymore.Please,Iwant

youinmylifetoo.IpromiseIwont

messthingsforyouandhim."

Iwasspeechless,heoncetoldmehe

doesntlikesharing.Iknewheloves

mebutforhimtojustsayitknowing

toowellthatIhavesomeoneinmy

lifeitsjustsounfair.Well,itsunfair

forbothofustoevenbehereand

talklikethis,itsevenunfairtoKgosi

tobeleftaloneinmyhousewhileI



talkfeelingswithanotherman,infact

everythingissounfair!WhycantI

havebothmeninmylifeandnotfeel

quilty?IknowIsoundlikeaselfish

personrightnowbutwithmy

situationitshardtodefinerightfrom

wrong.Icanttellwhoisright

betweenthetwoguys.

Hiseyeswerestaringfarawayinto

space,Iwentquietbutthatsbecause

Ididntknowwhattosay.Myheartis

torninto2piecesthatIcantstick

togetherbecauseIaminlovewith2

menbutmymindknowsbetter,

whichistochooseoneguyandstick



tomychoice.Itshardthough!

IfeltsorryforhimasIknowIhaveto

lethimdown,itmightbeafantasyto

date2guysatthesametimebutit

doesntseemright.Iwantthemboth

andwishIcouldkeepthembutnot

afterthetalkKgosiandIjusthad.

Thingsseemseriousbetweenus.

IwalkedtoGabsandplacedahand

onhisshoulders,heslowlyturnedhis

head.Iwantedtotalk,Iwantedtosay

somethingjusttoreassurehim.AsI

openedmymouthhebroughthislips

tomine.Ipanickedandjuststood



still!Itsnotlikehiskisseshadno

effectonmebutIwanttotalk.Ina

fewsecondsIwasrespondingtohis

kiss.Ikissedhimbackpullinghim

downtome,healsopulledmetohim

bymywaist.Thekissfeltsomehow,

itfeltasthoughhewastestingme.It

wasslowandnotongueswere

involved.

"Ihavetogo."Iwhisperedthrough

thekiss.Hehesitatedtoletgooffme.

"Okay."hesaidthenlethishands

loseonmybody.



Iwalkedoutofhishouseonmyown

andwenttomyhouse.Itwaslatebut

Ididntwanthimtowalkmehome.

Igottomyhouseanditwasquiet,

thatsbecauseKgosiwasinbed

already.Itookoffmyclothesand

joinedhiminbed.

Ilaidmyheadonhischestandfelt

himplacehisarmaroundmybody...
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Kgosi'sarmsaroundmemeansalot

toourrelationship,heisreassuring

me,givingmeloveandprotection.I

aminhisarmsandIhadbetrayed

him,Iletanothermangetclose,

closerthanheshouldnthave.Gabsis

theonethathadcalledmetohis

housebutIcantblamehimandsay

hepushedme.Iwenttohimwith

botheyeswideopen.

AfterawhileIcouldstillfeelthat



Kgosiisnotasleep,hisbreathingwas

stillnormalandhisfingerswere

makingcirclesonmyarm.Ifeltso

guilty,Icouldntstopthinkingabout

Gabs.HowdoIdothat,howdoI

thinkaboutanothermanwhenIam

withamanthatIamsupposetolove?

IlookedupatKgosijusttoerase

Gabsfrommymind.Hiseyeswere

wideopenashelookedatme,he

pulledmeuptohimandkissedme.I

hadbeenhornythewholedaylooking

forwardtothismoment,heishere

nowandbothofusarenakedinbed

sharingasteamykissbutallIwanted

todowaskissandcuddle.Iguess



somehowKgosicouldreadmymind

ashewentfrommylipstomyear

andwhispered:

"Goodnight."

IsleptpeacefullyeventhoughIwas

stressedandfeltlikeIcouldkick

myselfbutatfirstIstruggledtofall

asleep,IstayedonKgosi'schestand

listenedtohisheartbeatandheavy

breathing.Itsadreamcometruefor

measIhaveallthatIhavebeen

lookingforbutlikeanyother



relationshipinlifethingsare

complicatedwithabitofatwist.

MaybeIneedguidance,Ishouldtalk

tosomeone,maybemyauntbut

latelyeverybodyseemsoccupied

withtheirlivesandIamnothingbuta

liability.

Iwokeupearlyinthemorningand

preparedbreakfastforKgosi.Ihave

neverhadamansleepoverinmy

housesoIdontknowhowtoact,ita

bitweirdthough.Iwantedtoserve

KgosibreakfastinbedbutasIwas

abouttocarrythetraytothe

bedroomKgosicameoutofthe



bedroomnaked.

"Goback,Imbringingyouthemost

importantmealoftheday."Isaid

smillingathim.Iwouldlovetoseea

smileonKgosi'slipsbuthenever

smiles.Hewalkedstraighttome

saying:

"Itcanwait."

"Itwillgetcol..."Icouldntfinished

talkingashepulledmylipsand

hungrilykissedme."Dontyouever

leavemealoneinbed,doyouhear



me?"hesaidpullingawayfrommy

lipsandlookingatme.Isawanger

andlustinhisface,Iwantedhimtoo.

Anightinhisarmshadmadewant

himevenmore.

Hescoopedmeinhisarmsandsat

meonthekitchencounter.IguessI

amabouttopayforthesilentnight

wehad.Hegotmeoutofmygown

ashekissedmyneck,chestand

roamedmybodywithhiswarm

hands.Hepartedmylegsand

positionedhimselfbetweenthem.He

hungrilykissedmylipsnotgivingme

achancetobreaththroughmymouth.



Hewasbeingroughwithme,evenas

hesuckedonmynippleshewould

bitenowandtheninflictingpainthat

wasaccompaniedbypleasure.He

didnttracekissesonmybody,heleft

marksofpleasure.Imoanedand

beggedformoreashedrovemeto

theedge.

"Thebathroomnow."hewhispered

intomyearthenturnedaround,he

wenttothebedroomandIwentto

thebathroom.Ilookedatmyselfin

themirrorandsawplentyofhickeys

onmybody,Ifeltsexywiththemand

abitsatisfied.Kgosicametothe



bathroomholdingcondoms.Ilooked

athiminmirrorashethrewthemon

thefloor.Hehadahardon,iteven

lookedbiggerthanthelasttimeasit

pointedstraighton.Iturnedaround

andlookedathim.Hetookmebymy

armandtoldmetolieonmybackin

theshower,Idid.HethensaidI

shouldspreadmylegswider.I

followedallhisinstructionashe

openedthewatersoitwouldsplash

everywhereonme,thenhereducedit

toapointwereitonlyhidrightinthat

sensetivepart.Thewatersurprised

measthepressuregavemepleasure

thatwasbeyondwords,Ididnteven



knowaboutthisuntilnow.

Kgositookthesoapandranitallover

mybodyaddingsofttouchesand

slimmypathswithit,thatandthe

waterhittingmyspotsendmetoa

placenomancanevertakeme.

KgosiaskedtotellhimwhenIcome

andIscreamedathimwhenIdid.I

closedmylegstostopthewater

fromhittingmyswollenoverworked

selfasIcouldnttakethepressure

anymore.

"Now,itsmyturn.Getup!"Kgosisaid



tomehelpingmeup,hegotinside

theshowerwithmeandranthesoap

allovermybodycoveringmewith

foam,thenIdidthesametohim.He

putonacondomandthenturnedme

tofacethewall,heliftedmyhands

upafterhehadenteredmefrom

behind.Istretchedmylegstryingto

givehimmoreaccess,hewentin

slowly.Heopenedthewaterandletit

hitourbodiesandwetmyweave.He

ispayingforthewaterbillthismonth

Itellyou.

Wemadesweetloveintheshower,it

wasagoodwetsessionthatlasted



forgoodlongminutes.Kgosistroked

me,makingmecomeseveraltimes.

Heheldontomeasmylegswere

shakytoholdme.Hecamehardand

thenhuggedmefrombehindashe

restedhisheadonmywetweave.

Kgosimylover...

Or...

Thesexfreak?
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EverytimeKgosiandIhavesexits

somethingnewanddirty.Sexitssex,

itdoesntmatterhowyoudoitbut

withKgosiitsnotyourusuallstuff.

Hetakeskinkysextotheextrem,its

likeheenjoyeswatchingmegetting

arousedandtakingmyselftoan

explosiveclimax.Ialsoenjoying

myself,Iamexploringand

discoveringthingsaboutmybody.So

Kgosiismyfreakinglover!

Mywholebodywasintotalshockof

whatjusthappened,Ihadhadsex

beforebutnotlike.Aftereveryround

withKgosiallIwanttodoisrest,my



legswontcarrymeanymore,Ifeel

weak.ToaddtothatKgosihadto

resthiswholebodyweightonme

pinningmeagainstthebathroomwall

asIfelthimslowlyandsoftlyslipping

outofme.Hewrappedhisarms

aroundmywaistandpressedme

againsthim.

"Areyouokay?"heaskedmewithhis

warmbreathhittingmyneck.

"Yes."Isaid.

Heopenedtheshowerandgavemea



propershower,hewashedevery

singlepartofmybodywithsoap.He

alsowashedhimselfthendried

himselfandme,hehadabonerbut

allIwantedwastogogetreadyfor

work.Ilovesexbutround2wasnton

mybreakfastlist,Iamwornout.He

carriedmetothebedroomandput

meonthebed,Irolledoverandwent

totheclosettogetmyuniformout,I

knowhewasupforround2.Hesat

onthebedandwatchedmeasIgot

readyforwork.

"Aren'tyougoingtobelateforwork?"

Iaskedhimseeinghewasjust



staringatme.

"Takeadayoff,letmetakeoffyour

uniformandgetyouintobedwith

me."hesaidwitheyesfulloflust.I

wouldlovetostayinbedwithKgosi,

cuddle,kissandmakefreakinglove

alldaybutIneedmyjob.Ihavebills

topayandlabelstobuy.

"IcantKgosi."Isaidtohim.Hedidnt

answerme,hegotupandalso

startedgettingready.Icouldseehe



reallywantedtobewithme,maybe

wecandothisovertheweekend.

IfinishedbeforeKgosiandwentto

warmupbreakfastintheoven.While

busyIrealisedsomethingonthe

coffeetable,Ihadntnoticeditearlier

becauseIwasallaboutpleasing

Kgosiwithbreakfastinbedthat

neverevenhappened.Iwenttothe

coffeetableandwentthroughallthe

papersthatwerescatteredthere,

theywerebillsandaccountsthat

neededtobepayedbythe15th.Ilike

shoppingandspendingbutwhenits

timetopayIfeellikediggingmyselfa



holeandstayinitforever,Icant

managemyfinancesandIamthis

deepindebts.

Iknowmythingsareneverinplacein

myhousebutIneveropenmyletters,

especiallytheonesthatnotifyme

aboutmybills.Kgosimusthavewent

throughthemlastnight.Iappreciate

himbeingherebuthecantgo

throughmythings,thisaremy

personalthings.

Hecameoutofthebedroomnot

lookinglikehisusualselfwithhis



suitsandties,todayhewaswearing

blackjeansandawhitegolfershirt,

infacthelookedlikeanormalman.

Notintimidatingbutcharming.

"Kgosi,didyougothroughmymail

lastnight?"Iaskedhimstandingup.

Yes,itsembarassingformetoknow

thatheknowsthatallthisflashy

house,carandbeautifulmeis

wrappedinonebigmessydebt.

Everythingisundercontrolthough,I

justdontwantKgosilookingdownon

meassomeonewhoistryingtolivea

lifetheycantafford.



Kgosijuststoodlookingatme,I

couldtellIwasntgoingtogetan

answerfromhim.Hestaredatmefor

awhilethenwalkedtothekitchen

side.Ifollowedhimforananswer,he

madehimselfacupofteaand

startedeatingbreakfast.AndIended

uplookinglikeapuppyfollowingits

masteraroundforatreat.Isatdown

tooandhadmybreakfast,Iatewhile

Kgosiwaslookingatme,hewas

makingmeuncomfortableandIwish

Iknewwhathewasthinking

everytimehelooksatmelikethat,at

timesIcantreadhisexpression,he



hasasternlookthatexplainsnothing.

WefinishedwithbreakfastandI

clearedthedishes.Kgosiwentoutto

starthiscarandopenthegate,Itook

mythingstothecarandwentback

intothehouse.Hecamebacktothe

housetosaygoodbye,wekissed,not

forlongthough,itwasasthough

Kgosifearedgettingarousedagain.

"Areyoucomingbacktonight?"

"Imleavingacoupleofmythings

here."IguessthatshisanswerandI



shouldtakeit.Heplantedonelast

kissnnmyforeheadandleft.

IdrovetoworkandasusuallIwas

late,Iwentstraighttosignitandthen

tomyconsultingroom.BeforeI

startedworkIcheckedmyphone,I

hadamessagefromGabs.

'Morningbeautiful,canIseeyou

tonight?'

OhGabriel!Idontwanttohurthim,I

knowhemeanswellbutIamseeing

someoneandIamhappywithKgosi.



ButIthinkIamtryingtofoolmyself,I

doloveGabrielandIwanttobewith

too.Eish...

Iputmyphoneawayandstarted

work.

LunchtimeIreceivedacallfrom

Kgosi.

"Heybaby!"Iexcitedlyanswered.

"Kelebogile,Ihavebeenthinking."he

saidthenwentsilent.



Ishegoingtodumpme?Iheldmy

breath.

"Ithinkyoushouldleaveyourjob."
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"Darling,listentome,Iwilltakecare

ofyou,Iwillcoveryoursalaryevery

monthandevenpayyourbills."I

heardKgosi'svoiceoverthephone,I

couldntbelievehewouldsuggest

suchathingtome.Iamawoman

andwouldloveamanwhowould

takecareofallmyneedsbutnotlike

this.Icantstayhomeandgofor



shoppingspreesatsomeone'selse

expenses.IknowIamlazyandlove

tospendmoneybutnothisiscrazy

andIcannotagreetoit!

"Kgosi,whywouldyousuggestthat?"

thatstheonlythingmylipscould

utter.ItseemsasthoughKgosi

wantstobeincontrolofeverything,

fromthesextomylifeandheis

addingmyfinances.Idontwantto

relyonanyone,Imightliveonpetty

cashfrommydadbutthatnotan

everydaything.Icanmanage.



"Stopquestioningmeandagreewith

me."hesoftlysaidbutusinga

warningtone.

"No!"Isaid.Icantdoit,itdoesnt

soundright,itdoesnt!Iknowhesaw

mymailsandthedebtsIaminand

hethinkIneedrescuing.Idobutnot

hisway.Whycanthejustbeanormal

boyfriendwhopaysformyweave,

buymeexpensivegiftsandallthat

crapaboutgirlfriendallowance?

"I'llseeyoulatertonight,behome

early."hesaidthemhangup.



Ishouldhaveseenthisonecoming

fromamile,Kgosiisamanwho

wantstofeellikeamanevenwhere

itsnotnecessary.Ilovemyjob,it

givesmeasenseofindependence

eventhoughImightneedhelpnow

andthem.Iwillgoinsanewithoutit

andbesideshowdoIrelyon

someonethatIdontevenknowwhat

hedoesforaliving?

Idontthinkheunderstandmeorthe

kindofthingsIwant.TruthisKgosi

doesntknowmeasKelebogilethe



womanthatloveshim,hejustknows

meashislover,thewomanthathe

hasbeenshagging.

IdontthinkIwanttobewithKgosi

tonight,notwithhimtryingtocontrol

mylifelikethis.Iknowheisnot

givingmeachoice,hiswordwill

alwaysbefinal,Iwantbeina

relationshipwhereIgettohaveasay.

Idontwanttobebackedintoa

cornerandletsomeonedecidethings

forme,ifIlethimdecidesomething

sobigformewhatelseishegoingto

wantmedonext?Sellmyhouseand

moveinwithhim?



AfterworkIrantoMpho'soffice.I

neededareasontokeepmeaway

fromgoinghome,Icantgolistentoa

manlayingthelawinmyownhouse.

Iamaworkingwomanandhavebeen

doingfinewithouthimbefore.And

besidesIcantfaceGabrieleither,he

isonmycaseaboutwantingtoknow

wherewestand.Icantdealwiththis,

notnow.Itstoomuchpressure.

Mphowaswrappingupandreadyto

gohome.



"HeyMpho."Isaidstandingatthe

doorlookingathimpackawayfiles.

Helookedtired.Ohwell,itsbeena

longdayforallofus.

"Heyback."hesaidsmiling.Ihave

neverseenthisguyangryandhehas

agorgeoussmileandheismarried

whileIhaveacomplicatedlovelife.

"So,howareyouandthatbeautiful

wifeofyours?"Isaidwarmingmy

wayin.Mphogavemealookas

thoughIhadjustaskedhimforthe

impossible.Ihaveneveraskedhim



abouthiswifebefore,itjustnever

cameup.Hesmiledagainashe

asked:

"Penelope,whatdoyouwant?"

Didhejustusethatname,thatsa

privatepartofmyidentitythatIjust

dontdiclose,onlymycollegues,

familyandpeoplethatIwentto

schoolwithknowthatname.Butthat

issomethingI'drathernotgetinto

rightnow.

"Okay,yougotme.Iamsolonelyat



myhouseIjustneedanightout."I

liedbutIwasreallydesperatetobe

out.

"Well,mywifeishomebutIamon

mywaytogym."

"Oh?"

"Oh?Yousounddisappointed,you

thoughtIwashomealone?"hewas

teasingme.MphoischarmingbutI

havelearntnottoletthatdriveme

crazylikemostwomenattheclinic.

Ja,rumourhasitthathehasslept



withhalfthewomanaroundhereand

Iamnotplanningonbeingnumber

onehundredonhishitlist.

IspoketohimandhesaidIcangoto

hishouse,Ihaveonlymethiswife

onceortwicebutIhavespoketoher

severaltimesonthephoneandIdont

knowaboutspendingtimealonewith

herthough.ButatlastIdecidedtogo

tohiswife,atthispointIwanttobe

withsomeonewhoknowstoolittle

aboutme.NthabiandDineoaremy

bestfriendsbuttheyaretooinvolved

andwillpointouttheobviousforme.

Idontwanttobejudgedatthe



moment,Ijustwantsomeonetolend

anear.IgotintomycarandbeforeI

couldgetitintogearmyphonerang,

itwasGabriel.Ilookedatituntilit

stoppedringing.Hecalledagain

severaltimes,Ijuskeptonignoringit.

AndwhenIthoughthewillstop

callingmyphonerangagainandthis

timeitwasKgosi.Ialsoignoredhim.

Kgosilatersendamessage:

'Imalreadyatthehouse,whereare

you?Dontmakemewaitlong.'



Iignoredhismessagetoo.

IgottoMpho'splaceandbeforeI

couldparkmycarnexttothegateI

hadanothermessage.

'Iknowyouareignoringmycalls,you

cantignoremeforever.Iamcoming

over.'

SHIT!
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Lifecouldntgetworseforme.Gab's



messagewasclear,heisgoingtomy

houseandKgosiisalreadythereand

Imabouttodiefromfear.Iwasso

scaredIthinkIwasabouttopeeon

myself.IwouldpassGabrielasa

friendtoKgosibutIamnotthereto

dothatandIamevenmoreterrified

ofgoingtomyownhousenow.AmI

beingpunishedforhatingmy

stepmom?Iknowyoudontknowher

butyouwillshortly.

Iwantedahandsomelovingman,I

got2.MaybeIwishedforbuyoneget

onefreelikethekindofstuffIgofor

whenshopping.Nowthingsare



complicated.Trustme,Iwashappier

whenIwassingleandalwayshorny.I

didntreallystresstoomuch,Ihadmy

vibratorandpillowtosatisfymeand

cuddle.Ididntreallyneedamanbut

becauseofromanticnovelsand

moviesIwasgiven2handsomeguys

with2differentpersonalities.Idont

knowwhattheyareuptorightnow

andsittinghereandwonderingwont

makemefindthatout.Butdrivingto

myhousewasscaringtheshitoutof

me.

Myheadwasbuzzing,Iknowthe2of

themmeetingcouldmeantroublefor



me.ButmaybeImjustpanickingfor

nothing,Gabspromisedhewont

messthingsupformeandKgosi.He

wontgoanywherenearmyhouseif

heseesKgosi'scarparkedoutside

mygate.HepromisedbutIcouldnt

reallytakehisword,canI?

Ireversedmycarandmadeau-turn.I

couldntdrive,Istoppedinthemiddle

oftheroadtotakeadeepbreathin.I

neededit,myhandswereshakingas

Itriedtoholdontothesteering

wheel,Igotlostinthoughtsandwas

panickingwhenoutofnowhereI

headacarhootingbehindme.Ihadnt



realisethatIhadblockedtheroad.

WhatwasIthinking,Ihatearguing

andIamnotafanofroadrageeither

soIsilentlymadewayforthehooting

carasIdrovetothesideandparked

mycar,Itookmycellphoneoutand

triedtocallGabs.Hisphonerangand

hedidntanswer,ItriedKgosi'sphone.

Hedidntpickupeither,Ipanicked

evenmore.AgainItriedGabs'phone,

Ilefthimseveralmessagesbegging

himnotgotomyhouse.

Noneofthemwererespondingtomy

callsandthatscaredme.Whatifthis

2foolswerekillingeachotherright



now?Well,itisnicetohave2good

lookingguysfightovermebut

terrifyingasthe2ofthemlook

equallystrong.IknowKgosigoesto

gymandbythelooksofthingsGabs

doesworkouttoo.Ibettergohome

andsortoutmyissues,maybeIwill

beabletopickMrRighttonight.

Itriedtocalmmyselfandgetmycar

intogear,IcouldntsoIhadnochoice

buttodrivehomelikeamaniac.I

couldpicturethe2ofthemateach

othersthroatsandhowwillIpull

themapart?Theywillcrushme!I

mightbetallbutIamaweakwoman



whenitcomestostrenght,Ihave

provedthatasIoncegotintoafight

withmyyoungerstepbrother.He

moeredthehelloutofmeandthat

mademehatehimevenmore.But

thatisnottheissuerightnow.

Idrovewhilebusyonthephone,hope

IdontrunintoCooldrinklovingMetro

Police.Idonthavemoneytoquinch

theirthirst,Ihaveheavyproblems.I

keptonleavingGabsvoicemailsand

justmisscallsforKgosi,Iwouldnt

knowwhattosaytohimanyway.He

doesntknowthatIamdouble

crossinghim.OhGod,whendidI



becomea2timingJezebel?Iam

readytosettledownandleave

gamesanddinyatsiasidebuthereI

amdodgingredrobotslightsand

truckstryingtogettomyhouse,a

homeIdidntfeellikegoingtoearlier

today.Ai,maybeIshouldalsotake

theSimphiwewayoutbutIfearpain

soIthinkIwouldjusthangmyself.

MaraIseriouslydontwanttodienow,

especiallybecauseof2guys.As

soonasIdietheywillmoveonand

forgettheyeverpromisedmeheaven

andearth.

ThedistancebetweenMpho'shouse



andmyplaceisjust20minutesbut

asIgottovanderHoffroadtraffic

wasanightmare,carswerepacked

ontheroadandtaxidriverswere

forcingtheirwayineverywhere.Igot

agitatedandhitthehooterseveral

times,everyonearoundmegot

pissedofatmeanddidthesame.So

muchformenotlikingroadrage.

AndfinallywhentrafficclearedIdidnt

knowwhathadblockeditandI

couldntcareless.Ispedoffhome

likecrazy.Hometodayseemedfar,I

feltlikeIhavebeendrivingforever.



IgottoKirkneyVillageandfroma

distanceIcouldseeGabs'carparked

infrontofmygate,thatmademe

wonderaboutKgosi.Maybehe

decidedtogoafterall,hedoesnt

seemlikethepatienttypeofguyby

theway.Igotabitrelievedatthat,I

thinkIcandealwithGabsrightnow

butasmycarcametoahaltinfront

ofGabs'Irealisedthatmygateand

frontdoorwereopen.

WherethehelldidGabsgetmykeys?

Andhehasthenervetoopenandget



intomyhouse,heisnotevenmy

boyfried!

Irantomyhouseandpushedthe

doorinwiderandscreamed:

"Gabriel,getthehelloutofmy

house."

AssoonIsaidthatIsawGabrielin

mykitchenand...

Kgosicameoutofthebedroom...



Shitagain...!!!
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MywholelifeIhavelivedreckessly,

didthingsthatneverresultinpainor

anythingworsethough.ButhereIam

today,inthemiddleof2guysthatI

havebeenavoidingthewholeday.I

havebeenavoidingtheircallstooand

thentheybothhadtosendmeSMSs

sayingtheyaregoingtomyhouse.I

neverthoughtIwouldfindmyselfin

thiskindofposition,thisisamess,a



bigone.

IwasstillstandingatthedoorandI

sowishIcouldturnbackandrun

away.ButImtoooldforgamesnow,

soIwalkedinnotsurewheretogoor

whatelsetosay.Iwantedthewhole

thingtoworkitselfoutbuthowcould

thathappen,thisitsallaboutme

afterall.Gabswasdoingnothingin

mykitchenexceptstandingand

waitingformetoscreammylungs

outagainandmakethesituation

moreawkward.Theywereboth



lookingatmeasthoughIowedthem

anexplanationastowhereIwasor

whywasIcominghomeatthistime

ofthenight.Well,Ididowethem

somekindofexplanationbutIdont

havetimeforthat.Howdidtheyeven

openmydoor?Ilookedatthedoor

knobanditlookedfine.Igotangry,I

donthavesparekeys.Igavethemto

mydadandaunt.Iwonderwho

openedthedoorbetweenthem.

Iturnedandwalkedtomybedroom

butKgosiblockedmefrompassing.I

lookedupathisforeverneutralface

andhisbeautifulcoldeyesmademe



freeze.

"Whereareyougoing?"Kgosiasked

me.Itriedtoswallowbutmythroat

wasdry.Idontwanttobewiththem

inthesameroom,theyseemedfine

beforeIgothere.Ididntanswer

Kgosi,heknowsIwantedtogotomy

bedroom,sowhyshouldIanswer

him."Youhaveaguestandyouwant

toleavehimhere."Kgosisaid.I

wonderwhatreallywentdownbefore

Igothere,theybothlookedcalmand

Ilookedlikethecrazyone.Iturnedto

Gabriel,



"Gabriel,whatcanIdoforyou?"I

askedhimactingasthoughlooking

athimdoesntturnmeonbutItried

tobecalm.Hewasleaningagainst

mykitchencounterandlookedlikehe

waswatchingaboringboxingmatch

betweenKgosiandme.

"Icametotalktoyou."heanswered

me.Somuchformetryingtoact

calm,Ilookedathimandbeggedhim

withmyfacenottogetmeintoto

trouble.Hemovedfromthekitchen

counterandclosertome,hehad2



redenvelopeinhishand.Hehanded

themtomeandoutsidetheywere

writtenFINALNOTICE,theywere

addressedtome,KPMehlape.I

pulledthemfromhimbutitwastoo

late,KgosisawwhattheywereandI

knowGabrielknowstoo.

"Yourmailwasaccidentallydelivered

tomyaddress."hesaidandhewas

lying,mostofmymailsarehand

delivered,hemusthavepickeditup

atthegate.

"Thanks."Ipolitelysaid.



"Ihavetogo,Ihaveaguestcoming

overforthenight."hesaidandthen

left.Ialmostranafterhimandasked

himaboutwhathejustsaid.Iknow

hesaiditjusttogetmeworkedup

anditworked.

Iturnedandwalkedtomybedroom,

Kgosifollowedme.Iwasmadat

Gabriel,hecantbebringingpeople

over,notnow.IthreweverythingI

hadonthebedandtookmyuniform

off.Kgosipickeduptheenvelopes

andopenedthem.Iwenttohim



nakedandtriedtograbthemfrom

himbutIcouldnt,hehidthembehind

himandjustlookedatme.

"Iamsickofyou!"Iscreamedathim,

IwasangryathimandGabsbut

mostlyatGabs."First,youtellmeto

leavemyjob,nextyougetintomy

house!Howthehelldidyougetin?

Andnow,youareopenningmymails

likeyoudidinthemorning!"

Heputahandinhispocketandcame

outwithkeys,hethrewthematme.I

lookedatthemandKgosihadmade



aduplicateofmykeys,thefrontdoor,

gateandgaragedoor.AndIbethe

hadparkedhiscarinmygaragetoo

sinceIdidntseeitoutside.Iwasso

shockedIdidntevenhavewords,

Kgosiisworsethanastalker.

"AndIhavepaidforthistoo."he

spokewavingtheenvelopesatme.

Reallynow?Hepaysmybillswithout

talkingtomeandgetshimselfkeys

tomyhousetoo?Thisisallwrong!It

mademeangrythatIfoundmyself

slappingKgosionhisstronghard



facethatmyfingersfeltpain.Ididnt

regretit,infactitfeltgood.Hesaton

thebedandcoveredhisfacewithhis

hands.Iwenttothebathroomand

lefthiminmybedroom.Itooka

showerandfinished,wenttomy

bedroomandpassedKgosisitting

quietlyonthecouch.

Iwenttogetreadyforbed.Iwasstill

madatKgosi,Ihatedwhathedid.He

didhelpmethough,alotbutitseems

asthoughhewastakingoverandI

dontwantthat.IthinkIneedabreak

fromhimandGabriel,Ineedmy

spaceandfreedomback.Iwentto



wherehewasandstoodinfrontof

him.

"Kgosi,Ithinkyoushouldtakeyour

thingsandleave.Webothneeda

breakfromeachother."

"Igotyourcarin."thatsallhesaidas

hegotupandwenttothebedroom.I

waitedforhimtogethisthingsand

leavebutIwaitedfor30minutes

withouthimcomingoutthendecided

togocheckonhim.

Ifoundhiminbedsleeping



peacefully...
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IreallydontknowwhatIamgoingto

dowithKgosi,heisinaworldofhis

own,heisnottalkingthingsthrough

withme.Allhewantsistomake

decissionsformeandwantsmeto

doashesays,Icantjustliedownand

lethimwalkalloverme.

Communicationisthebestpartofa

relation,todaywehadourfirst

biggestfightbutinsteadofsitting

downandtalkthingsthroughhegets



intobed.Itoldhimtopackhisthings

andleave,ifhedidntwanttoleavehe

couldhavesatdownwithme.

Ilookedathim,Icouldtellhewasnt

asleepyetandIdidntwanttojoin

himinbedtoo,Iwastoomadto

shareanythingwithhim.Iwalkedin,

tookmycellphoneandwentout.I

madesureIshutthedoorsohardthe

wholehouseshook.Iwantedhimto

knowhowangryIamathim.

Iwenttositbackonthecouch,Iwas

hungrysoIwenttothekitchenand



mademyselfasandwichandaglass

ofjuice.Idontrememberthelast

timeIate,todaywasastressfulday

forme.AndifKgosiwantstoeatthe

kitchenisavailable,hemadehimself

comfortableinmybedmos.

AftereatingIwentbacktothecouch,

Iwatchedtvandbrowsedthroughmy

cellphone.Iwastiredbutwasnttoo

sleepyandIamplanningonsleeping

inthesparebedroomtonight,itsa

hellofamessintherebutwilltoss

everythingonthebedtothefloor.My

phonereceivedamessage,itwas

fromGabriel.Ihesitatedabitbefore



openningit,

'Istillloveyou!'

Janeh,Iwasntevenstressingmyself

aboutGabstheentiretime,allthat

wasonmymindwasKgosi.MaybeI

shouldsneakoutandgosleepathis

place,Kgosiwouldntnoticeand

besidesIthinkhecantellthattonight

himandIarenotsharingabed,heis

notstupid.

IdidntreplytoGabs'message,well,I

amplanningonsneakingouttohim



anyway.Thebedroomdooropened

andKgosicameoutwearinghis

trackpantsonly.Ididntknowhewas

theshirtlesstypetoo,helooked

yummythoughbutIcouldkickhis

assbackinthereforruiningmyplans.

Hesatnexttomeandalsostared

straightatthetv.IhaveseenKgosi

nakedandevensharedabedwith

himbutnowhavinghimnexttome

seemedweird,hewassoclosethat

ourfleshtouched.Iwaswearinga

nightdressbutIfeltnaked,Iknow

Kgosi'seyeswereonmenow,

undressingme.Ialsoturnedtolook

athimandmyeyesmetwithhis



sharpgaze.

"Doyouwanttotalk?"heaskedme.

"TalkKgosi?"Iaskedhimback.He

justkeptonlookingatme,nowhe

wantstotalk?Whatistalkinggoing

todonow?

"Kgosi,youdroppedabombshellon

me,youwentthroughmymails,paid

mybillswithouttalkingtome!Now,

nowwhat?Whatdoyouhavetosay

foryourself?"



"Iwastryingtohelpyou."hesofly

said,Iwasatthehighestpitchofmy

voiceandhewasbloodycalm.That

irritatedme.

"Howthehelldoyouhelpmewithout

talkingtomeKgosi?"

"Calmdown!"

"DonttellmetocalmdownKgosi,

answerme!"

"Doyouwanttopaymymoney



back?"

Eh!!!

Shit!Ididntexpectthat,Iwastaken

abackandthatevenshutmeup.IfI

sayyeswherethehellamIgoingto

getthatkindofmoneyfrom?Kgosiis

playingagamewithme,heknowsI

cantpaybackhismoneyandbythat

hewantstoprovetomethatIdont

needmyjobandthathecantake

careofme.

"YouknowtoowellthatIcantpay



youback."

"So,whatsthefussabout?"

"Thefuss?Kgosi,weareina

relationshipandwehavetotalk."

"Itoldyouoncenevertoarguewith

me."

"What'sthatsupposetomean?"

"Justasitsays!"



"Whatabouttheotherpartaboutmy

job?"

"Keepitbutanythingyouwantyou

tellme."hesaid.Ismilednotlooking

athim,IcouldneverchangeKgosi

evenifIwantto.HeismyMrRight,

freakinglover,andanegomaniac.I

shouldgetusedtohim.

Justlikethateverythingwasfine.



Hecarriedmetobedandthatnight

wemadesweetlove,notthefreaking

stuff.Itwasbeautifulandslow,he

wasshowingmehissoftsideandI

lovedit.

EarlymorningImadehimbreakfast

ashetookashower,itsaSaturday

andIamoff.Iworked3weekendsin

arowlastmonthsoIamgettingmy

daysback.IservedKgosihis

breakfastandafterthatheleftbut

beforehedidIbeggedhimtospend

theweekendwithmebuthegaveme

alookthatsaid"RememberItoldyou

nottoarguewithme."Igotthatand



lethim.

AfterKgosileftIdecidetoneatly

cleanmyhousepackingthingsaway

andevendidthelaundry,Iwasa

happywoman.Dontblameme,Ihad

afabulousnight.LateronKgosi

calledtocheckuponme,wenever

talkforlongandIamtheonedoing

mostofthetalkingallthetime.He

askedformybankingdetails.I

SMSsedhimandaminutelaterIwas

athousanier.

Isatdownaftermychores,and



watchedtv.Idecidedtogoshopping

sinceIhavemoney.

ButasIopenedthedoorNthabiand

Dineowalkedinholdingplasticbags,

withNthabiscreaming:

"Wearehereforsomegirltime!"

Thisissounlikeher...
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Wehardlygettogetherasgirlslately,



weallhaveprioritiesanddifferent

lifestylescausingustodriftapart.

Thelasttimewemetwasoverlunch

andweseemtobedoingonlythat,

meetforashortperiodoftimeand

goourseperateways.Wedonteven

calleachotheranymore,evenwhenI

amintroubleIturntootherpeople

insteadofmyown2bestfriends.

Iwashappytoseemyfriendsand

happythattheysavedmefroman

unwantedshoppingspreebut

somethingwasoddwithNthabi,it

wasasthoughshewashappytobe

outofherhouseandawayfromher



kids.Sheneverspendsaminute

withoutthem,sheisadevoted

motherandwife.Dineolookedhappy

butshewasntinajollymoodas

Nthabi.

"Okay,youarewelcomeladieseven

thoughIwasnttoldaboutthis."Isaid

andtooktheirplasticbagsand

unpackedtheirstuff,theyhadbought

meat,alcohol,chocolatesand

vegetables.

"Excuseme,Icalledbothofyou

duringtheweekandaskedifyouhad



plans."Nthabisaidtakingoutthe

meat.IknowNthabilikesplanning

thingbutattimesshecanbeterrible,

whatifIhaddecidedtogo

somewhereorleftformyshopping

beforetheygothere?AndDineoandI

justknowwhennottoarguewithher.

Thefirstthingwedidwasgoforthe

alcohol,NthabiandIgotourselves

glassesforwineandDineodrankher

CastleLiteviathecan.Itwasabit

earlyforalcoholbutwhosetthose

rulesanyway?Nthabiisthebestcook

amongstus,soDineoandmehelped

abit.ImadethesaladsandDineo



keptherselfbusywithherbeer,she

evenappointedherselftheDJeven

thoughshehadJustinBieber'sWhat

doyoumeanonreplayandyeahshe

canmoveyong.

Myphonerang,Ididnthearitthrough

outthenoise,Ionlysawthescreen

blinking.IwenttoitanditwasMpho.

Damn,Iforgottocallhimandtellhim

Ihadachangeofplan.Iwentoutside

toanswermyphone.Andhejust

jumpedin.

"Penelope,whathappeneyesterday?"



Ihatethatname!

"Askies,Ihadtorushhome."

"Iseverythingokay?"

"Yep."

"Okaythatsgood,youdroppedme

lastnightsoIneedafavourfromyou

now."



Ilistenedtohimashetoldmehe

wantstogowatchabigSoweto

derbymatchatthestadiumand

needssomecompanyforhiswife,I

toldhimhecanbringheroverasI

waswithmygirls.Heexcitedlysaid

heisonhisway.Iwentbackinside

thehouseandtoldthegirls,theyboth

knowMphobutDineoknowshim

morethanusifyouknowwhatI

mean,weallwenttosameCollege

anyway.Theydidntmindhaving

Khumoover.

Dineowentoutsidetostartthefire

whileNthabiwasbusywiththemeat.



ItriedmakingsmalltalkwithNthabi

throughoutthemusic,shedidnttalk

much,infactsheignoreme.Dineo

camebackatthesametimethat

MphowasdroppingKhumooff.She

cameinholdingbooks.

"Helloladies,Ididntknowwhatto

bring,soIbroughtcookbooks.We

cansharerecipes."Khumosaidand

thethreeofuscouldnthelpitbut

laugh,sheistooinnocent.

"OhpleasegivemethosebookssoI

canburnthemwiththebraaifireand



Kaygivethisgirlaglassofwine."

Dineosaidnotevenmoving.Khumo

smiledaswelaughedagain.

Nthabipouredheraglassofwineas

weallstartedwiththefood.Nthabi

andKhumowentoutsidetobraaithe

meatwhileDineoandIstayedinside

anddidnothing.

Wewenttomybedroomandlaidon

thebed.Wewerenotthatdrankas

westartedgossiping.



"So,whatdoyouthinkofNthabi.She

seemssomehow,onourwayhere

shedidnttalkmuch.Iwasso

surprisedwhenwegothereasshe

startedmakingnoise."Dineostarted.

Ilookedatherandwent:

"Arewegoingtogossipaboutour

friendwhoisjustoutside?"

Dineoraisedbothhereyebrowsat

me.

"Okay,Ihavenoticedsomethingtoo.

Wehavetotalktoher."



NthabiisnotasloudasDineoand

mebutherchangeofbehaviourwas

suspiscious.Todaywasplannedby

herandsheusuallydnesthatbut

normallybynowshewouldbe

shoutingatustellingusshehasto

gethometoherfamily.Butitseems

likeshedoesntwanttotalkabouther

problemsandifthatsthecasehow

arewegoingtohelpher?

Thefoodgotreadyandweallwentto

thebackofthehousetoeatand

drinksomemore.Weswitchedthe



musicoffandhadatalkbutmostly

aboutme,theyaskedaboutmylove

life.ItoldthemaboutKgosiand

Gabriel,Ididntleaveanythingout.

DineothoughtGabrielwastheoneas

hewassmooth,NthabithoughtKgosi

ashewillkeepmegroundedand

KhumosaidIshouldfollowmyheart.

Theywereallnothelpingbutatleast

Khumohadapoint,IknowwhoI

wanttobewithandIthinkIhave

alreadydecidedthat.

Aftereatingwecleanedupeverything,

wehad2neatfreaksbytheway,

KhumoandNthabi.Afterallthatwe



drankandletthevolumehigher.

IwatchedasKhumoandNthabihad

somebondingsession,maybethats

becausetheyarebothmarried.

AndmaybeIshouldstartactinglike

themasKgosiandIseemserious...

Youneverknow...
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Ineversawmyselfasthesettling



type,Ilovedpartiesandallthefiner

thingsinlifebutlifeisnotjustabout

funandgames,Ihadtoomuchof

thatwhilegrowingupandnothaving

mymotheraroundmademewantto

growupandberesponsible.Mymom

diedwhileIwasoutwithfriends,

havingfunandnocareaboutthe

world.Iknowthatswhatmymom

wanted,shedidntwantmetoseeher

suffer.Sheandmydadhadagood

marriagetilltheend,Iwantthattoo

andlookingatNthabiandKhumo

makesmelongformarriageand

happinessthattheyhave,Iwanttobe

amomtooandawife.Kgosicangive



methat,heisthekindofguythatI

wantandIseemyselfbuildinga

house,afamilyandafuturewithhim.

Ileftthegirlsandwenttomy

bedroom,Iwantedtomakeaquick

calltoKgosi,justtohearhisvoice

andtellhimhowmuchIneedhimin

mylife.InawayNthabiisright,since

IhavemetKgosialothaschanged

aboutme.IneverthoughtIwillobey

amanasmuchasIdotoKgosi,he

tellsmewhattodoandIdojustthat.

Doesntthatmakemetheperfect

wifematerial?



ItookmyphoneanddialledKgosi's

number.Myheartwasbeatingso

fastIfeltlikeIwasateenagegirl

callinghernewandfirstboyfriend.I

evensatonthebedjusttorelaxabit.

Kgosi'sphoneranguntilitwentto

voicemail,wellItriedandhe'llsee

mymisscallandcallbackbutI

wasntsatisfied,Iwantedtohearhis

voice.Icalledagainandthistimeit

wentstraighttovoicemail,Itried

againandstillvoicemail.Ipanicked,I

knowKgosiisadifficultguybut

couldhereallyignoremycalland

switchoffhisphone?



Lebo,givetheguyabreaktuu!Notall

menareascruelasMarothibutwith

Kgosiyou'llneverknow,hemightbe

asbadormore.

Iwentbacktothegirls,myheartwas

abitheavyaboutKgosi,Icouldnt

stopthinkingaboutreasonofwhy

Kgosicouldswitchofhisphone

secondsafterIhadcalledhim.

Thegirlsweretalkingaboutsex,

somethingthatNthabidoesntreally

talkaboutwithus.Themusicwas

downandIwalkedinwhileDineowas



saying:

"Ioncedatedthisguywhohada

smalldick,afteroneroundofsexhe

gotoffmeandsilentlylookedforthe

condom."

"Andwherewasit?"Nthabiasked.

"Whenhepulledoutitslippedoffhim

andIpulleditout.Hekeptonlooking

foritandwhenIaskedhimwhathe

waslookingfor,hedidntanswerme.

ThenItoldhimifhewaslookingfor

thecondomIhaditinmyhand.Trust



mehechangedhisnumberafter

that."Dineosaidandbeforeshegot

tothelastpartwewerealready

crackingupandonthefloor.

Theyallcontinueddrinking,Ididnt

wantanymoreofthealcohol.Ididnt

wanttonumbthepainIwasfeeling

becauseofKgosibydrinking,Iknow

whatalcoholdoestopeoplewhoare

stressed.WewentonfromDineo's

crazystorytotalkaboutthemost

embarassingsexstories.Andthis

timeKhumowasleading.Thealcohol

wastakingover.



"Yoh,afterhavingsexyourealiseyou

haveeverythingexceptyourpanties

andyouaretooembarassedtoaskif

heknowswhereitis."shesaidand

thenlaughed.

"Iknowthatone."Nthabisaidjoining

Khumoastheylaugh.

"Comeonguysyoucanalwaysstuck

itunderthepillow."Isaidandtheyall

lookedatmeandlaughed.Iknowwe

neverthinkofthatwhenthingsget

hotbutitsnotabadsuggestion



though.

Ileftmyphoneinthebedroomto

avoidcheckingiteverynowandthen,

IenjoyedtalkingtothegirlsbutstillI

couldntgetmymindoffKgosi.I

decidedtosneaktomybedroom

againandcheckmyphone.Tomy

dissapointmenttherewasnothing

fromKgosi,Itriedcallingagainand

stillvoicemail.Iwantedtosendhim

amessagebutIdecidednotto.He'll

callwhenhewantsto,hehashisown

waysmos.Iwentbacktothegirls

andthistimeKhumowassleeping

andNthabiwashalfasleeptryingto



stayawakewithaglassofwinein

handwhileDineowaspokingor

pickingatthefoodinthefridge,Iwas

alsotiredandthelasttimeIchecked

thetimeitwasafter11pm.Iwentto

preparethesparebedroomandwhile

IwasthereIheardacarhooting

outside.Iwentoutthebedroomand

Dineoshouted:

"Thatsmybootycallbitches,havea

greatnight!"

Thenshestumbledoutsidewitha

beerinherhand.Ishoutedatherto



comebackandhelpmewithKhumo

andNthabibutshejustwalkedaway

singing.JustaftersheleftMpho

walkedinforhiswastedwife,he

seemedabitangryathowwasted

shewas.Heevenhadtocarryherto

thecar,aftertheyleftIdidntknow

whattodowithNthabi.Wasntsureif

herhusbandwascomingtopickher

uporshewasstayingover.Bynow

shewasdeepintosleep.Itried

wakingup,itwaslateandIcantstay

upwaitingfornothing.Whenshe

openedhereyesshewentstraightfor

theemptywinebottleandtriedto

drinkoffit.Sheputitdownand



startedtocry,beforeIcouldask

anythingshewent:

"Thesonofabitchischeatingon

me."
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Icouldnotbelievemyears,Idont

evenwanttothinkthatVuyowould

evercheatonNthabi.Heistoo

innocenttocheatonhiswife.Yes,

theguyisgoodlookingbutthat

doesntmeanhewouldcheat.AndI

havealwaysconsideredNthabi's

marriageasperfect.Shealways



seemedhappyandspendevery

minutewithherfamily,herkids

meanstheworldtoherandher

husbandthecentreofheruniverse.I

cantimaginehimcheatingonher,he

loveshertoomuchandheistoo

dedicatedtohisjob.Infacttheyarea

perfectmatch,whatcouldhavegone

wrong?

Ilookedatmybeautifulfriendasshe

slippedbacktosleep.Shelookedher

oldselfeventhoughherbehaviour

wastotallynother.Ilethersleep,I

wenttomybedroomandgota

blankettocoverherwith.Icouldnt



reallycarryhertobedlikeMphodid

withhiswife,Idonthavethatmuch

strenght.

Isatonthecouchnexttoher,Ididnt

wanttogotobed.IknowIwilltoss

andturntheentirenightthinking

aboutKgosi,Icantstopthinking

aboutwhyhisphonewentoff.Ikept

onmakingexcusesforhimandeven

doubtingthem.TohellwithwhatI

saidearlieraboutstressandalcohol,

Igotupandtookabottleofwine.I

amgoingtodrownmysorrowsand

joinmyfriend.Ididntfinishthebottle,

Ipassedouthalfwaythroughtheit.



ThenextthingIwaswokenupbythe

freshsmellofbacon.Iopenedmy

eyes,somethingwaswrongwithmy

surroundingbutIcouldseethatIwas

inmyhousebuteverythingseemed

different.Wasmyheadspinning?No,

myfurniturewasrearranged.The

onlythingthathadntmovedwasthe

couchIwassleepingon,everything

hadchangeddirectionandnotat

theirrightfulplaces.

"Nthabi?"Iscreamedhernameoutas

Igotuponlytofindherbehindme



withatrayofbreakfast.Iwashungry,

IdranktoomuchlastnightandIhad

nohangoverjusthunger.

"Iknowyoudontwantmehereafter

everythingIdidtoyourhousebut

pleasefriendcanIstay?"shesaid

andwenttoputthetrayonthecoffee

table.Shesatdownandlookedatme

withherbeggingeyes.

"Nthabiwhatisgoingon?"Iaskedher

knowingtoowellwhatshetoldme

duringthenight.AndIbetshedoesnt

rememberthelastthingshesaidto



mebeforeshepassedout.

"Please,Ijustneedaplacetostayfor

acoupleofdays."

Yousee,shedoesnt!

"ItsokayandIpromiseIwontask

anything."Isaidtoherandwentto

eatmybreakfast.Nthabicantkeep

secretsoranythingtoherself,she

willtellmewhensheisreadybutI

reallyfeelforher.Iwanttobethere

forher,wishshecouldjustopenup

tomesoIcouldbethereforher.



Iatewhileshetookabathbutafew

minutesaftershewentintothe

bathroomIwenttomybedroomto

checkmycellphone.AsalwaysIwas

hopingforsomethingfromKgosi,

evenaPleaseCallMebathongbut

therewasnothing.AfterdebatingifI

shouldcallhimornotIdecidedto

callhimandhisphonewasstilloff.

MarawhyisKgosidoingthistome?

Hopeheisnotmarriedbecauseifhe

isIdontknowwhatIwilldo,tohim

andhis...



SinceIcouldntgetasolutiontomy

ownissueshowaboutItryhelp

Nthabi?Evenifsheisnottalkingthat

doesntmeanwecanthelpher.I

calledDineo.

"No,Kaywhywouldyoucallmeso

earlyinthemorning?"Dineosaid

answeringherphoneinhermost

annoyingsleepyvoice.Itsoundedas

thoughshehadareallyroughnight

comparedtoNthabiandme.

"Youwerethefirsttoleavewenaman,

wakeup!"



"Youwokemeupalreadybitch,so

whatdoyouwant?"

"WeneedtotalkaboutNthabi."

"Butyesterdayyousaidwecanttalk

aboutherbehindherback,whats

changed?"

"Forgetthat,sheneedsus."

"OhcomeonKay,Nthabiistoo

perfecttohaveproblems.Gooding-



looking-loving-husbandand2little

cuteperfectkids.Yousawherwith

Khumoyesterdayactingasthough

marriageisthecoolestthinginthe

worldandmakinguslooklike

nothingforbeingsingle.Theywere..."

shecouldntfinish,Icouldntjustlet

hergoonasthoughNthabiwasa

terriblefriend,yesshewasacting

perfectyesterdaybutsheneedsus

now.Ihadtointterupther...

"Dineo,Vuyoischeatingonher."I

saidwhisperingasIshutherup.She

wentquietforawhile,Ithoughtshe

didnthearmesoIrepeatedwhatI



justsaidagainandDineobeingDineo

reactedtheonlywaysheknowshow,

shelaughed,sohardthatIbelieved

shewouldburstmyeardrum.I

shiftedthephonefrommyearand

whenIputitbackshehadhangup.

Idiot!

Nthabicamebackfromthebathroom

andIquicklywenttofinishmycold

breakfastthenwenttotakeabath.

WhilebathingIthoughtIcouldhear

voicesinthehousebuteverytimeI

wouldlistenIwouldnthearanything,

maybeNthabiistalkingthings

throughwithVuyo.Ifinishedbathing



andwentoutthebathroomtobe

greetedbyNthabidrinkingteawith

mydadandstepbrother.

Theyhadbagswiththem,Icouldtell

oneofthemisabouttomovein.

Theregoesmyfreedom...
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Yousee,thisisoneofthereasons

whyImovedoutofmymother's

house,mydad'snewfamily!They

wereeverywhereandcrowdingmy



space.Igrewupastheonlychildand

wasntusedtosharing,andstillIdont

likesharing.Competingformydad's

affectionwasntappealingtome,I

wantallhisundevidedattention.Well,

Ijustwishthingscouldgobackto

thewaytheyusedtobebutthatis

justawishthatwillnevercometrue,I

havegrownupandmomisgone.So

assoonasmydadremarriedI

wantedout.Icouldntdealwiththe

fighting,yelling,screamingandallthe

siblingsfights.AttimesIevenfelt

likeIdidntbelongasIhadnooneon

myside.



Itumelengismystepmom'sfirstborn,

hedidntmoveinwithhismomwhen

shegotmarriedtomydadsoIdont

reallyknowhimthatwellandIdont

wishto,Ijustdontwantanythingto

dowithhimandhissiblings.

Ijuststoodlookingatthem

forgettingthatIwaswearingnothing

butatowel,Ididntevengreetthem,I

excusedmyselfandrushedtomy

bedroom.Iwassoangry,Iknowmy

dadhadbroughtItumelenghereto

staywithme,Idontneedanyone,I

amfinebymyself.Igotintoadress

andjuststayedinmybedroom.I



havealifetolive,onethatdoesnt

involvemydadorItumeleng.Besides

Iamusedtothefreedomofinviting

Kgosianytimeoftheday.Okay,he

comesandgoesashepleasesand

nowwhatsgoingtohappenwhenhe

pitchesup?Goodnessdaddy,havent

youinconviniencedmylifeenough

already?

"So,youarejustsittinginherewhile

wearewaitingforyouinthere?Ihave

thingstodoKelebogile,Ihavea

businesstorunandIhavetogopick

upyoursistersintown.Theyareon

somecrazyshoppingspree."Mydad



saidashestoodatthedoor,Ididnt

evenhearhimopenningthedoor.

Latelyimportantthingsinhislifeare

hisnewdaughtersandbusiness,I

comelast,actuallyIdontthinkI

mattertohim.

"Idontwanthimhere."Isaidtohim.

Heclosedthedoorandcamein.I

sawangeronhisface,hewontletme

havemyway.Itsnottheoldtimes

anymore!

"Iamnotnegotiatinganythingwith

you,thisismyhousetoo."



Ijusthateitwhenapersonthrows

thatatme.Hemighthavehelpedme

withthebondafewtimesbutthat

wasntafavourormakinghimpart

ownerofmyhouse.Itshis

responsibilyasafather.Kgosihas

helpedmepaytoo,doesthatgive

himclaimtomyhouse?

"Whycanthestaywithyou?WhenI

wantedthehousewebothagreed

thatIneededmyspace."

"AndyougotthatbutnowIneeda



favourtoo.Rememberthelast

moneyIgaveyou?"

Yeah,yeahIdorememberbutIdidnt

thinkhewouldspringsomethinglike

thisonme.Itumelengisanoldman

forheaven'ssake,hecanfindhis

ownplaceplushehasajobasa

polibeofficer.

IknowIhavelostthisone,mydad

wouldjustbringupawholelotof

otherissuesandIdontwanttofight

him,especiallynotnow.Ididntfeel

liketalkinganymore,Ijustwalkedout



thebedroom.

IfoundItumelengstilldrinkingtea

andchattingawaywithNthabi,they

lookedlikeoldbuddies.Iguess

Nthabihasfoundherselfanewguy

friend,sheneverhadthose.She

respectsbutattimesyou'dthinkshe

fearsVuyo.Mydadalsocameoutof

thebedroombehindme.

"Nthabi,Ithinkyoushouldtakeyour

stufftomybedroom.Wehaveto

accomodateItumeleng."



"Thankyoubabygirl.Itu,walkmeout

whiletheladiesprepareyourroom."

dadsaidandwalkedoutwith

Itumeleng.Iambeyondpissed!I

watchedthemwalkoutandturnedto

Nthabiasshewasabouttogoget

herstuff.

"Ihatethis."Iwhispered.

"Comeon,yourbrotherisnotbad.

Thehouseisbigenoughforthe2of

youeven."

"StepbrotherNthabi,himandIdont



shareblood."Iangrilycorrected

Nthabi,Idontwanttobelinkedto

Itumelengoranyofhissiblings.They

arenotmyfamily!

"Okay,fine,noneedtobitemyheard

off."shesaidandturnedtogotothe

bedroom.Ialsoclearedupthecoffee

table.

Iwastoolazytowashthedishes,

Nthabiwillwashthem,sheistheone

thatmadetheteamos.Itumeleng

walkedinwhileIwasjustfiddling

withthedishes,Ipretendednotto



seehim.

"Kelebogile!"hesaidmynameso

softlyasifhewasafraidhewould

scareme.

"Howlongareyouplanningtostay

hereItumeleng?"Iaskedhim.

"Iknowyoudontwantmehear..."

"So,onyakang?Togettoknowme

betterasyour"sister"?"



"Trustme,youwillthankmeforthat

oneday.Youneedus!"

"Ineedmydad!MyfatherthatIam

sharingwithyourmother'spopulation!

Ineedmymotherback,mylifeback!"

IsaidasIshouted.Hejuststood

lookingatme,Nthabiwasalsothere.

Sheputherstuffonthecouchand

said:

"Givemeyourcarkeys,Iwillgiveyou

guyssometimetotalk."

"No,Ineedsomefreshair."Isaidand



wenttogetmykeyswithNthabi

screaming:

"YoucantdrivelikethisKelebogile."

Iignoredherleft.

IdroveawayandbeforeIknewitI

hadparkedinfrontofGabs'gate...
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Trustme,Ididntdoitonpurpose.I

didntdrivefrommyhousestraight

hereforashouldertocryon,Gabsis



thelastpersonIshouldbegoingto

letalonethinkabout.Isureneed

someoneIcantalk,theItumeleng

thingisweighinguponmeandmy

bestfriendseemstobetakingsides.

ShedoesntseemtocarethatIam

botheredbythisatall,andonthe

otherhandIcantevenmentionthe

manthatIregardasaboyfriend.

Kgosiistheonethatshouldbehere

forme,onecallshouldhavemade

himcomerunningtomyaid.He

hasntevenbotheredtoreturnmycall,

sodontblamemeforrunningto

Gabs.



Icouldchoosetoreversemycarand

gosomewhereelse,thatwasan

optionbutnowthatIamhere,I

wantedtobehere.IthinkIhave

missedGabs.Hehashisownways,

hischarmscomfortsmeandthat

makesmecurious.Iwanttoknow

whatitwouldbeliketodatehim,to

havehiminmylife.Iwanttoshare

everythingwithhim.Iamnotgood

withkidsbutIdontmintMbali,Ican

beamothertoher.Lookatme

paintingalittleworldjustforme,

GabsandMbaliwhileIhavea

boyfriend,butanywaywhatkinda

boyfriendisKgosibytheway?



Idecidedgetoutofmycarandgoin,

thedoorwasclosedandhiscar

wasntoutsidebutIhadafeelinghe

washome.AndbeforeIcouldknock,

thedooropenedandGabsstood

theresmellingthefreshsmellof

foambath.Hesmiledatme,Ifound

myselfalsosharingahugesmilewith

him.AlreadyIwasfeelingbetterand

welcome.

"IthoughtIheardacar."hesaidstill

holdinghissmile.Todayhewasnt

shirtlesslikeheusuallyisandI



wouldntmindgettinghimtherewith

myitchyhands.

"Iwasintheneighborhoodand

decidetopopin."Istupidlysaid.He

laughedandwent:

"Youstayintheneighborhood."

"Okayareyougoingtoletmeinortell

metogoaway?"

"Showmehowmuchyou'vemissed

methenIwillletyouin."



IhavereallymissedhimandIknow

whatisitthathewantsmetodo.SoI

wenttohimandstoodrightnextto

him,Iliftedmylipsclosetohisand

stoodstill.Helaughedthrowinghis

headbackandthenbroughtitback

tokissme.Wekissedashepulled

meinsidethehouse,hekickedthe

doorwithhisfootanditclosed.Now,

wewereheadingtothebedroom,his

bedroom.Wegottothebed,hefell

onitandlaidonhisbackwatching

me.IlookedathimtooasIslowly

gotontopofhim,Iwenttohisjuicy

lipsagain.Wekissedrollingeach



otheronthebedandrunningour

handsoneachothersbodywithour

clothesstillon,itseemedasthough

noneofuswantedtogothere.Ithink

IamnowinarelationshipwithGabs

butnotyetreadytogomapona-pona

withhim.Hegotontopofmeand

kissedmyneckthenrolledtotheside,

helaidonhisbackagainandIcould

seehehadahardon,itwassticking

outandhewasntevenhidingit.Iwas

temptedtoplaywithhimabitbutlike

IsaidIdontwanttotakethingsthat

far.

Hetookadeepbreathashewiped



thesweatonhisforeheadthenasked:

"Didyoureallycomeherefor

nothing?"

"Doyoureallywantthetruth?"

"Imaskingforit."

"Iwantedtotalk."

"So,whathasKingKingdonenow?"

heaskedrollinghiseyes.



"Noteverythingisabouthim."

"Whatisitnow?"

"Family.Mystepbrotherhasmovedin

anditsalldad'sdoing."

"Ididntknowyouhadabrother."

"Stepbrother!"IshoutedasI

correctedhim,"Dopeoplereallyhave

toconfusethe2?"



"Icanseeexactlyhowyoufeelabout

him."

Iignoredthatcommentandtoldhim

everythingaboutmydad'snewfamily

andwhyImovedout.Helistened

attentivelyasIpouredmyheartout,

hehadplacedmyheadonhischest

andattimesIwouldlookupathim

justtoseeifhewasntsleeping.And

whenIwasdoneIaskedhimwhathe

woulddoifhewasinmyshoes.

"Heisright,yourbrother,Imean

stepbrother,babyyoudoneed



someoneinyourcorner.Itsounds

likeyouareallbyyourselfandifone

ofthemisinyoursideyou'llbefine."

Gabssaidtryingtosoundreasonable,

IdontcarewhathesaysIdontwant

Itumelenginmylife.Knowingthathe

hasmydadinhiscornerjustirritates

meevenmore.Idecidedtogoback

homebeforeIsaythingsIamnot

supposetosaytohim.Hecouldalso

seethathehadpissedmeoffsohe

didntstopmewhenItoldhimIam

leaving.

IdrovehomeandbeforeIgotoffmy

carIhadamessagefromGabson



myphone.

'PLEASEBABY,CANWESPEND

CHRISTMASANDNEWYEAR'SEVE

TOGETHER?'

Goodness,Idontevenhaveplansfor

Decemberholidays.Andwherethe

hellismyman?IdidntreplytoGabs,I

havetofindKgosifirstbeforeIcan

makeplanswithhim.

Iwentinsidethehouseandfound

Nthabiwatchingtvalone.Good,I

wasntinthemoodforItumeleng.I



joinedNthabiandsilentlywatchedtv

withher.Afewminuteslaterthedoor

openedandDineoburstherwayin

andwent:

"Okay,Iamherenow.Canwedeal

withtheVuyocheatingissue?"

DidntIlockthegate?
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Myword!Sometimesyoucouldjust

killDineoandherbigmouth.She

alwayssayswhatevershewantsto



anddonteventhinkofthe

implications.ItoldhernotbecauseI

wantedustointervenebuttojust

keepaneyeonNthabi,thisshows

thatyoucannevergossipwithher.

Sheyapswhenevershefeelslikeit.

Nthabilookedatusbothshocked,

shewasabitembarassedbutthat

vanishedsoonerasheremotions

changedtoanger.Iknowshedoesnt

remembertellingmeanditsashock

tohertorealisethatweknow.

"So,youtoohavebeengossiping



aboutme?WhotoldyouthatVuyois

cheatingonme?Didyouseehim?"

sheaskedusstandingup.Herchest

wasrisinginandoutsofast,her

breathingwashigh.Ididntthinkshe

wouldbeangryatusforknowing

aboutherhusbandsinfidelities,thats

whyIneverbroughtitup.Iwanteda

differentapproachtoher.Weare

herenottojudgebutNthabihas

alwaysplayedtheperfectwifeand

momandnowIcanseeshewasjust

puttingashowforus,thingshavent

beenasrosyassheplayedthemout

tobe.Vuyoisasnakeandmyfriend

hiditsowellfromus,herangernow



showsallthatnow.

"Shetoldme!"Dineosaidpointinga

fingeratme.Bitch,thatsnotthepoint,

weshouldbehelpingNthabinot

pointfingersateachother.Ishould

havenevertoldDineoanything.

Theybothlookedatmeasthough

expectingmetosayIsawhimwith

somegirlorheconfidedinme,asif

hewould.

"Nthabiyoublabbeditoutinyour

sleep."Isaid.Shelookeddefeatedas



shesatdown.Italmostbrokemy

hearttoseeNthabilikethis,she

seemsstrongandhappy,shealways

hadaholdofthings.

"Itstrue,itsbeengoingonforawhile.

Imtiredoffightingandholdingonto

somethingthatslonggone."shesaid

astearswentdownhercheeks.The

lasttimeIsawNthabicryingwason

herweddingday,Vuyohadsaidthe

mostsweetestwordsashepromised

toloveandprotecther.Iwasa

bridesmaidwearingtheugliestpurple

dresseverwithsilvergrayshoesand

sincethenNthabihaschanged,she



wentfrombeingayounggirlwith

dreamstobeinganoverprotective

momandanobeyingwife.

DineoandIwenttoherandheldher

onbothsidesaswesitherinthe

middle,welistenedasshetoldusthe

horrorstorythatwashermarriage.

"Heneverwantedtogetajob,Ihad

towork2jobstosupportourfamily.I

wasalwaystiredandbusy.Ihad2

bankscardsfromdifferentbanksfor

bothmyjobs,IgavehimoneandI

neverknewwherethemoneywentto



ashewouldaskmeformore.Helied

tomeandsaidhewasinvestingour

moneyuntilIfound2planeticketsto

Durban.Iaskedhimaboutthemand

hesaidhewantedtosurpriseme

withasecondhoneymoon.Onlyto

findhimnakedinbedwiththehelper,

theydidntevenbotherhideor

pretenditwasmistake.Hewatched

asshetoldmehowgoodthesex

was...Andabouttheirupcoming

Durbantrip...

Igotangryandblockedmyother

bankcard,thedayIdidthatthings

changedfortheworse,hesoldhis



car,mycar,stolemoneyfromthe

kidsaccounts,pawnedmyjewellery

andwomenandchildrencreepedup

outofnowhere.Imovedmykidsto

mymom'sthinkingwecouldfix

thingsbutitnevergotbetter..."

NthabicriedsohardlikeIhavenever

seenherbeforeandDineoandI

foundourselfcryingwithhertoo.

Thiswashardtotakein,Inever

trustedVuyobutinallhonestyInever

suspectedhimofcheating.AndI

alwaysthoughthehadajobandI

didntknowNthabihadasecondjob

eitherbutitmakessensenowasshe



alwaysdidthingsaccordingtoa

certaintimeframe.Butasforwhat

Vuyodidisheartless.Nthabidoesnt

deservethat!

DineowantedustomakeVuyopay

butNthabididntwantanythingtodo

withhimanymore.Itwassadbut

reallytherewasnothingwecoulddo.

Wesatandjuststayedineach

other'sarmuntilwehadahardknock

onthedoor,Ithinkatsomepointwe

didfallasleepbecausewealljumped

upaswhoeverwasknockingwas

shakingthewholehouse.



Ithinkweknewwhoitwasbutatfirst

IthoughtitwasKgosibuthewouldnt

bethiscrazy.Ourfirstinstictwasto

runandhide,wetrippedandpushed

eachotheraswetriedtohiderunning

oppositesides.Thedoorwasnt

locked,weknowthatasDineohad

burstherwayinearlier.

Thedooropenedslowly,weall

watcheditwaitingtoseewhowas

outthere.AndindeeditwasVuyo.

"Girls,itsme.Whydoyoulookso



scared?"hesaidsmilingandlooking

harmless.

"EtswaVuyo,weknowaboutyou.

Tsamaya!"Dineosaidscreamingat

him.Itoldyousheyapswithout

thinking.

Vuyolaughedsohardashewalked

towardsNthabi.Shewasshaking

withtearsjustrushingdownher

cheeks.Shewasscared!

DineoandmebothrantoNthabi,we

weretryingtoprotectourfriend.



Vuyotriedtoshakeusoutoftheway

ashetriedtopullascreamingNthabi.

Outofnowherewehadcrackingof

bonesasVuyohitthefloor...

AndItumelengstoodthererubbing

hisfist...
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Thatwasntjustyoursimplepunch

butarealknockoutfromtheback,a

surpriseoneforVuyo.Hedidnt

expectanyoneinhereotherthanus



girls.Itumelenghadalsosustaineda

bitofpainashewasstillrubbing

himself.Ilookedathimanddidnt

knowifIshouldconsiderhimafool

orahero.Iknowhehadhelpedorhe

thoughthewashelpingbutwhatifhe

hadkilledVuyo?Wewillallgotojail!

ItsnotlikeIdontappreciatewhathe

justdid,thethingisIjusthate

Itumelengandwouldneverseeany

goodinhim.Hisfamilystolemy

happiness!

Vuyolaidmotionlessonthefloorand

Iwasevenscaredtocheckfora

pulseorhelphim.Ihaveneverseen



thissideofhimbuthescaresme

evenwithhiseyesclosedand

besideshemightbeplayingdead!I

thinknoneuswantedtomovetohim.

"Itumeleng,whathaveyoudone?

Whatifhe'sdead?"Ishoutedat

Itumeleng.Iwantedhimtocheckhis

owndamage,notevenadayhas

passedbutalreadyheiscausingme

problems.HemovedclosertoVuyo

butashewasabouttoleannextto

himNthabistartedkickingand

screamingatVuyo.



"Die,yousonofabitch!Monster!You

ruinedmylife!Ihateyou!Mykidsand

Idontneedyouinourlives,Ishould

havepoisonedeverymealIever

cookedyou!Die,ehwaman!"

Vuyo'seyeswerewideopennow,son

ofabitchwasplayingdeadandhe

heardeverythingNthabisaidas

Itumelengtriedtopullheraway.I

haveneverseenmyfriendlikethis,

itstruethatamancanchangea

goodwoman.Vuyo'seyeswereeven

widerashesaid:



"Crazywoman,ifIdieyou'llbe

numberonesuspect.Itdoesntmatter

whenorhow,Iwillpinitonyou."

Foolyou'llbedeadandnotableto

speakforyourself.Andnowthathe

wasaliveandspeakingshitIwish

Itumelenghaddamagedhisthroatto

shuthimupforlife.Idontknowhow

hediditbutItumeleng'sfisthad

landedonVuyo'scheek,itwas

growingandchangingcolour.

"Andwena,Imgoingtoopenacase

ofassaultagainstyou."Vuyosaid



pointingafingeratItumeleng.

"Therewillbeevenbiggercharges

againstyouforassaulting3women

andIwasonlyprotectingthem."

ItumelengsaidtoVuyo.Iknowhe

wouldnttryanymorefunnybusiness.

Ihavetoldyoubeforehowhuge

Kgosiisbutheisnothingcompared

toItumeleng,Itumelengisnotjusttall

butheismuscleduplikecrazy.He

couldcrushVuyolikeapeanutifhe

wantsto.Vuyogaveusnastylooks

beforeturningtothedoor.Heleft

holdinghisfallingcheek.Apartfrom

hislooksIdontknowwhatelsemy



friendsawonhim.

"Areyougirlsokay?"Itumelengasked

us.DineoandNthabinodtheirheads

yesathim,Ijustlookedathimacting

allheroic.

"Itumeleng,youcouldhavekilledhim.

Whatwereyouthinking?"Ishouted.

ThegirlslookedatmeasthoughI

wascrazy.

"BathongKay,stopitwiththefighting

andintroducethefineherotome."

Dineosaidwalkingtowards



Itumeleng.NthabiandIexchanged

glances.Dineokesechachahle,I

knowshewasdroppedoffmygate

bysomemanandheresheisnowall

overItumeleng.Hewasalsosmiing

ashetookherextendedhandinhis.

"DineoAdelaideLerole."shesaid.

"ItumelengMehlape."hereplied.

Heisusingmysurname?

"IamKelebogile'solderbro."he



added.

"Stepbrother!"Icorrecthim.

"Whatever!Ineedaridebacktomy

place,doyoumindtakingme?"Dineo

askedstillholdingontoItumeleng's

hand.

"Hedoesnthaveacar."Isaidtrying

toturnheroffItumelengbutitwas

likemakingthingsworse.She

grabbedmycarkeysthatwereonthe

tableandpulledItumelengoutthe

doorwithherasshewinkedatus.



Assoonasthedoorclosedbehind

themNthabithrewherselfonthe

couchandbreathedheavily.

"Hey,itsover,he'snevercoming

back."Isaidtryingtoreassureher.

"Areyousure?Whatifheopensa

caseagainstItumeleng?"sheasked

withaworriedlookonherface.Ihate

ItumelengbutIdontthinkIwould

wanthimtogotojail,Iknowwhenhe

hitVuyohisfirstinstinctwasto

protectme.



"Hewont,Iamprayinghedoesnt."

"Itumelengisbrave,hesavedus.I

dontknowwhatwouldhave

happenedifhewasnthere."

"Yeah."

Weclearedthemessandwenttobed

beforeItumelengcameback.Iwas

justworriedaboutmycarandIdont

evenhavehiscellphonenumber.This

remindsmeofthetimeIdidnthave



Kgosi'snumber,Ifoughtsohardto

havethemandnowthatIdo,IwishI

neverhadthem.

IdidntfallasleepimmediatelyandI

couldtellNthabiwasstillawaketoo.I

didntwanttosayanythingtoher,well,

IdidntknowwhatIwouldsaytoher

andIcouldtellshewasgoing

throughthesametoobutjustafter

Itumelengcamebackwebothfell

asleep.

Earlymorningamessagecame

throughonmyphoneandwhenI



wokeuptocheckitIrealisedIwas

aloneinbed,Nthabiissuchanearly

bird.Icheckedthemessage:

'R20000hasbeendepositedinto

yourbankaccountbyKgosiKgosi

accounno.****5252

newbalance...'

WOW...Kgosi!!!
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Idontknowwhattothinkofwhat

Kgosidoesanymore,itdoesntfeel



likeIaminarelationshipwithhim.

He'sfloodingmewithmoneyas

thoughheisbuyingmetostaywhen

heisnotaround,Idoneedmoneybut

notlikethis.IloveKgosiandallI

needfromhimisforhimtoshowme

thatheisinthiswithmenotbuyme

in.Ifonlyheatleastcouldprovehis

loveformebybeingherewithme

everynowandthenIamtellingyouI

wouldntmindifhedoesntpickupmy

calls,Iwouldntevenmindhisweird

ways.Iwantustodothingthat

peoplewhoareinarelationshipsdo,

thatsimportanttomebecauseIwant

toseemyselfsettlingdowninthe



future,yeswithhim.

IheldontomyphonebeforeI

decidedtocallhimforthe100thtime,

Ineedtotalktohim.Idialledhis

numberandlistenedashisphone

tookmestraighttovoicemail.I

wantedtocry,Iwashurtingsomuch

buttearswouldntcomeoutthatI

foundmyselflaughing.Ilaughedfor

beingfoolishlyinlovewithsomeone

whodoesntgiveanishaboutme.

Myphonerangstillinmyhand,I

answeredandafemalevoicewent:



"Goodmorningmam,isthisMissKP

Mehlape?"

"Yes."Iansweredtemptedtojust

hangupandcrymyselftosleepfor

mymiserablelife.Idonthavetime

forbeingsoldfuneralcovers,allI

wantismyman!

"Mam,IamMrKgosi'sPAandwas

askingifyougotthemoney?"

Isatuponthebedjustreallytakeit



allin.IdontthinkIheardright.And

seriouslyIdontknowifIshouldlaugh

orcrybutonethingIknowisKgosi

actssoworthyofhimselfwhileheis

acoward.Couldnthecallmeandtell

meaboutthemoneyhimself?Iam

hermiserableashellwondering

aboutarelationshipthatdoesnteven

botherhim.

IaskedthePAifIcantalktoKgosi

andherresponcewas:

"MrKgosihasbeenoutofthecountry

foracoupleofdaysnow,hesenda



messageaboutthemoneyjust

beforeIsendit."

Luckyyoubitchforgettinga

messagefromhimandhaving

accesstohisbankaccountwhileI

getloadedandloadedwithmoney

thatwontgetbetweenmylegsand

wrapitsarmsaroundmeatnight.It

wontmakeanydifferenceevenifItry

speakingtohim,hedoesntanswer

mycallsbecauseofhisstupidrules

thatdoesntmakesenseandIwill

nevergetusedtothemorKgosi's

weirdways.



IdidntknowwhattosaytothePA,I

didntwanttoseemlikeagirlfriend

whodoesntknownothingabouther

man,whichwastrue.Ithankedher

andshewishedmeaMerry

ChristmasandahappyNewYear,I

couldntberudetoher,shehasnever

metmenorhadsexwithmeand

promisetobebymysidealltimes.

MaybeIshoulddumpKgosiandjust

cutmylosses.

Igotoutofbedandwenttotakea

bath,maybeIwouldfeelbetter.Wish



itwasntMonday!IfoundItumeleng

alreadyinthebathroom.ThisiswhyI

dontlikesharing,nowIcantdo

thingswheneverIwantto.AsIwas

goingbacktomyroomNthabiwho

wasinthekitchensaid:

"Whydontyoucomeeatbreakfast

whileyouwaitforItumelengto

finish?"

IdidntwanttoeatmaybeI'llgrab

somethinglateratwork.Nthabi's

breakfastsmeltgoodbutfornowmy

stomachwasinknots.ItoldherI



didntwanttoeat,thewayshelooked

atmeIknowithadsoundedlikeI

wasbeingrude.Ididntcare,shehas

ahusbandandkids,whydoesntshe

gocaterforthem?Iwentbacktobed

andgotinsidethebedcovers,Nthabi

camein.Shecametokneelbesides

meonthebed.

"Hey,youdontlookokayandyou've

neversaidnotomyfood."shesaid

thelastpartasajokebutIwastoo

caughtupinmyownissuesthanto

findanythingfunnyinwhatshejust

said.Iwashurting!



"Kelebogile,whatsgoingon?Isitme,

Itumeleng,Vuyo,what?"my

corncernedfriendaskedme.Mxm,

shedoesntdeservebadtreatment

fromme,shehasproblemsofher

ownandmeaddingmoretothatis

justselfish.

"ItsKgosi..."Imanagedtosayjust

thatandthistimemytearscame

floodingout.Nthabididntask

questionsshejusthuggedmeandlet

mecry.IcriedsohardforKgosi,I

misshimandIwanthimbackinmy



life.PleaseGod,whereverheis

pleasemakehimcomebacktome.

IheardItumelengcomingoutofthe

bathroom,ItoldNthabiIhavetogo

takeaquickshower.Iwasavoiding

questionsfromher.

AftertheshowerNthabigave

ItumelengalifttoworkwhileIgot

readyforwork.BeforeIleftIsend

GabsamessagetellinghimIwillbe

happytospendChristmasandnew

year'sevewithhim.Herepliedwitha

thankyouandhappyfaces.



Workwasasbusyasalways,Ididnt

seeMpho,hewasoutonacampaign.

AfterworkIwentstraighthome,I

tookaproperbathandworeblue

jeansandawhiteloosevest.Iamnot

planningongoinganywheremos.

LateronIreceivedamessagefrom

Gabsaskingmetocomeover.Ididnt

needasecondinviteasIrushedto

him.

AssoonasIgottohishouseand

knocked...



Heopenedthedoorandpulledme

insidewithakiss...
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IamasexfreakandIamsureyouall

knowthatsinceIhavementionedmy

vibrator,whateverIdowhenhaving

sexhastobeextremeandIloveit

whenamanisinchargeunlikemy

sexlifewithKgosi.IletGabslet

looseofhishandsallovermybody,

hewasincontrolandknewexactly

whattodoandwheretotouch.Ihad

longedforthisbutsomethingwas



wrong,Iwasntinthemoodofthings

withGabs,itwaslikeIhadnofeeling

forhim.Inthebackofmymind

somethingwastellingmethatthis

waswrong.

Hehadcarriedmetohisbedroom,to

hisbedandhewasontopofme

kissingmeonmyneck,IthoughtI

couldjustlaythereandgiveittohim

butitdidntfeelright.IloveGabsand

Iamattractedtohimbutsexjust

spellssomethingthatIamnotready

for.Iamnottryingtomesswithhis

emotionsbutIshouldjustspareus

beforewebothregretgoingindeeper.



Wewontbeabletocomeout.

"Gabs?"Iwhisperedtohim.Ididnt

havetotellhimtostop,Iguess

somehowhehadseenmydiscomfort.

Hestoppedandlookedatmewithhis

swollensexylips.Ihesitatedtotell

him,hebreathedinheavilythensaid:

"Iknowyoudontwantme,Iamnot

theguyforitright?"

Herolledoffthebedandlooked



downatme,Ifeltbad.IknowIdid

therightthingeventhoughitdoesnt

seemthatwaytohim.

"Gabsplease..."Igotoffthebedand

wenttohim.Hemovedbackas

thoughIwasabouttostinghim.

"Ithinkyoushouldleave."

"What?ButIjustgothere."

"Idontcarewhatyousay.Iamnot

goingtobeyourshouldertocryon



wheneveryouandKingdontwork,

youcominghereandturningmeon

justforyourowninconvinience."he

saidwithsomuchangerthatIhave

neverseenbefore.ThefirsttimeI

methimIhadthoughthehatedme

buttodaythiswasdifferent,hewas

ragingwithanger.

"Itsnotlikethat,Idoloveyoubut..."

"Idontwanttohearit,justleave!"

"Doyourememberthelastthingyou

saidtome?Youpromisedtorespect



myrelationshipwithKgosi."Isaid

fightingtomakehimseewhathehad

promised.IdontwanttolooseGabs,

hedeservesmoreandbetterbutI

wanthiminmylife,Iwanttohear

himtellingmehowmuchheloves

meandhowmuchhewantsmeeven

thoughIcantsaythesametohim.

"Ididntpromisetobeusedandstop

tellingmeaboutwhatIhadsaidand

getoutofmyhouse."

"Butplease..."Itriedtopleadwith

himonelasttimebutheshowedme



thedoor.IwillleavebutIwontlethim

go,Ineedhiminmylife.Iturnedto

thedoorwithtearsinmyeyes

wishingforawaytosolvethis,just

sowecouldbetogether.

Istayedoutsidehisgateinmycar

andcriedmyeyesout.Ihate

rejection,thatishowIfeltwhenmy

dadremarriedandnowcomingfrom

Gabsitgoesevendeeper.Ididntfeel

likegoinghomebutwhereelsewould

Igo?Thatsmyhouseandrunning

awaywouldjustdriveItumelengand

hisfamilyin.



Iwipedmytearsoffmyfaceand

drovehome.The2meninmylife

havebothturnedtheirheelsonme

andIamleftwithanunwanted

stepbrother.

Igothomeandfoundallthelightsoff

inthehouse.BathongNthabididnt

switchonthelightsordidIforgotto

payforelectricity,Imighthave,Iama

brokenwoman.Iparkedmycar

infrontoftheopengarageandthat

merealisethatNthabi'scarisnot

here.Ihopeandprayshedidntgo



backtoVuyo.

Iwentinsidethehouseandswitched

onthekitchenlightthenIsaw

Itumelengsittingonthecouch,he

lookeddistressedandtired.Ididnt

wanttoaskhimwhatswrongasthat

mightseemlikeIcare.Ipassedhim

togotomyroom.

"She'sleft."hesaidmakingmestop

andturntolookathim."Yourfriend,

shesaidsheisgoingtohermom'sto

giveustimetotalk."headded.



Ihaveneverbeenalonewith

ItumelengsincehemovedinandI

dontthinkIwanttotalktohimeither.

"IamnotyourenemyKelebogile,Iam

herebecauseIcareaboutyou."he

saidasifIhadjustaskedhimtogive

mereasonswhyIshouldlethimstay.

"Idontneedanyone,notmyfather

andespeciallynotyou.Doyouhear

me?"

"YoudontseewhyIamherenowand

trustmethedayyourealiseityou'll



begladIcameintoyourlife."hesaid

andwenttohisroom,Idontknow

whathemeantbutIamsureIwill

neverbehappywithhimaround.I

dontthinkIwillevergetusedto

havinghimaround.

Iwenttotakeashower,afterthatI

triedcallingNthabibutherphone

wasoff.Imreallystressedabouther

andherissues,sheisreallytaking

strainandIdontevenknowhowto

helpmypoorfriend.Dineoisnt

helpingmucheitherassheisbusy

thinkingItumelengishot.



Istayedupinbedtilllate,Icouldnt

sleep.GabswasinmymindasI

tossedandturned.Itriedcallinghim

butwastooscaredofbeingrejected

again.So,IcalledKgosi.Iwashoping

togostraighttovoicemail,Idont

eventhinkIhearditring,ina

heartbeatIhead:

"Darling!"

Gosh,Iquicklyhangup...
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ItsbeendayssinceIhavebeentrying

tocallKgosiandwhenIwasjust

takingchanceshepicksup.I

panickedandhangup,Idontknow

whatIwouldsaytohim.Imisshim,

badlyandgoingoutofmymindwith

thestuntsheispullingonmeand

thereissomuchIwanttotalktohim

aboutbutsomethingjusthappened.

Maybeitshisstupidrules,Icantkeep

livinglifeasifIamwalkingonegg

shells.IfKgosiismyboyfriendthenI

donthavetofeellikeasidedish.I

shouldbecallinghimanytimeofthe

dayandknowingeverythingabouthis



abouthimincludingmorethanhisPA

knows.

Ilookedatmyphonehopinghe

wouldcallback,heowesmethat

muchbutitseemedlikeIwas

wastingmytime.Henevercalled

backuntilIfellasleep.Andthenext

morningIwokeupwithaverysore

heartbutIstillhadhopethatmaybe

hemightcometothehouse.You

knowKgosiandhismysteriousways

butlaterIjustrealisedthatIwasjust

gettingmyhopesupfornothing.



Itumelengleftearlytodaywithouta

wordtome.Ialsopreferethingsto

bethatway,thelessIseeofhimthe

better.Imightbeaccusinghimfor

somethingthatheisnoteven

capableof.Hehasntbeenherefora

week,sofarIhaventfoundanything

suspisciousabouthim,hehasbeen

nothingbuttookindevenwhenIam

beingdifficult.Still,Icantshakethe

feelingthatheisuptosomething.I

feellikeheisheretomakesureIm

outofmyfather'slifeandtheirs.Well,

Iwillgiveittothem,theyhavewon!

Ialsoleftforwork,Ididnteveneat



breakfast,ImissNthabialready.I

triedcallingherwhenIgottowork

butherphonejustrangwithoutan

answer.Iwassosureshewas

avoidingmenowandIwonderwhatI

didthistime.Laterduringthedayshe

sendmeanSMS:

'Hey,Iknowyouareworriedabout

me.Iamfine,Ijustneedsometime

togethermythought.'

Ididntevencaretorespond,Iknow

sheishurtingbutbrushingoffpeople

thatcareaboutyouisntgoingto



solveanything.Nthabishouldlearnto

trustus,wearenotallVuyos.

Afterworkitwashomeanddays

passed.ItumelengandIavoided

eachotherdaily.Iwasstartingto

thinkIhadbeentooharshonhim.

Christmaswasalsoapproachingand

IhadnoplanssinceGabrieldidnttry

tocontactmeanddiscussChristmas

plans.IwashopingthoughthatKgosi

wouldcallorcomeseemebefore

Christmassowecouldarrange

something.Ididntknowwhat

ItumelenghadplannedbutIdont

thinkIwanttobesqueezedinanyof



hisplans,Idontthinkhe'dwantthat

either.

OnChristmasdayIwenttowork

whichwashalfadayandthatmeantI

wontbeworkingonnewyear'sday

butIwishIcouldspendthewhole

dayandnighthere.Mylifeisso

depressingthatChristmasday

seemslikeIambeingpunishedfor

sinsIknownothingabout.Inthepast

Christmasseemedlikeaveryspecial

andblissfullday,yethereIamtoday

wishingIhadmyownfamilywithme.

ThatswhyIwentalloutlookingfor

MrRight,Iwanttogetmarriedandfill



thisemptinessinmylife.

AndwhatdidIget?2menthatmakes

meweakatthekneesbutnoneof

themseemsliketheywanttocommit.

IhavehadamiserablelifeandIso

wishthatmaybethisChristmasIwill

besparedbutIguessImallaloneas

always.

Ipackedmythingsanddecidedtogo

home.IwillcookmyselfChristmas

latelunch,eatandmaybewatch

HomeAlonefrom1to4thenIwould

havepushedtimetosleep.Igot



homeandtherewasapackageon

thekitchencounter.Itwasagift,a

Christmasgift.Iopenedit,itwasa

beautifulneckpiecewithabitofred

andblackstonesandsomeother

beautifulaccesories.Ireadthenote:

'MerryChristmassis,Ihopeitsa

blessedone.Imoutwithfriends,call

meifyouneedanything.'

Itookmygiftandwenttositdownon

thecouch,Ididntgetanythingfor

ItumelengasIambusycryingover2

guys.Ishouldbeworkingonmy



relationshipwithItumeleng,weare

livingtogether,Ishouldatleasttrybe

civilwithhim.

Itsabeautifulandconsideratething

thatItumelengdidforme,Icanthelpt

butfeelguilty.Thisiswhatsiblings

doforoneanother,hehadgivenmea

reasontocelebrateChristmasagain.

Icouldntwaittoseewhatmypresent

goeswithinmywardrobe,Iquickly

wenttotakeashower.Thenwentto

raidmywardrobeforanoutfit,its

ChristmassoIfeltlikewearinga

dress.Ichosemyblackkneelenght

tightdresswithblackhighheels,they



weregoingsowellwithnecklace.I

hadnoplansbutmaybeIwillcall

Itumelengandspendsometimewith

him.Wouldntthatbegreat?

Ifixedmyselfonelasttimeinthe

mirrorbeforeIleftthebedroom,I

wenttolookformycarkeysin

sittingroom.Therewasaknockat

thedoor,Iquicklygrabbedmykeys

andwenttoopentherdoor.

"HopeyoudidntforgetourChristmas

plansandtodayIamnotlettingyou

letthekidsandmymomdown."



Ilookedathimandsmiled,IguessI

haveplansthen...
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Ishouldhaveknownandtrustedthat

Gabswouldntdropme.Hehasbeen

comingthroughformeeventhoughI

wastooblindtoseeit.Well,Iwasnt

reallyblindbutwastoofocusedon

someonewhoisneverthereforme.I

needtoforgetabitaboutKgosiand

putmyfocusonGabs,hemight

nevercomebackandthetimeI

realisedthatGabsmightbegone.



"Ithoughtyoudidntwanttoseeme

everagain."Isaidtohimstillsmiling.

Hesmiledbackasheasked:

"DidIsaythat?"

Idontthinkhereallysaidthatbutwe

didntpartongoodtermsthelast

time.Ihadmessedupbutyetherehe

is.

"Hopeyouaredressedupforme?"he

askedlaughing.Ismiled,Ididnthave



wordstosaytohim,feltlikeIcould

juststareathim.Hegavemehis

hand,ItookitinmineasIlockedthe

doorwiththeother.

Gabrielisaveryspecialguy,henever

staysmadforever.Ididntexpecthim

tocometomeafterwhatIdidtohim,

Iamhurtinghimeverytimeweare

togetherbuthecomesbackassweet

asever.

Wewalkedforawhilewithouttalking.

Iguesseachoneofuswaslostin

thoughtsaboutoneanother.Aswe



wereapproachingthegatetowalkin,

hetightenedhisgriponmyhand

makingmestopashealsostopped.

Hepulledmetohimlettingusface

eachother.

"Lebo,Iloveyoumorethananything

inthisworld,well,exceptMbalibutI

reallycantcomparetheloveIhave

foryoutwo."hesaid,Ilaughed.I

wouldneverexpecthimtochoose

betweenMbaliandme,Ilovethat

littlegirllikesheismine.Hewenton:

"AndIamsoattractedtoyouthat

everytimeIseeyouIjustwanttotake

offyourclothesandmakeloveto



you."

Somethinginsideofmegotthis

excitementthatshookmyentirebody,

Ihaventheardthosewordsinawhile

andIjustfeltlikeIwantedhimtoo.I

listenedtohimashespoke:

"Forthat,Iwillletyouputmethrough

allthatyouwanttoputmethrough.I

willwaituntilyouarereadybut

pleasedontmakeitlong."

IdidntwanttomakepromisesbutI

sureashellknewthatIwantedhim



too.SometimesIwishInevermet

Kgosi,thenmylifewouldntbethis

complicated.Iwouldbefreeanddo

asIpleasewithGabs,ithurtsmeto

seewhatIamdoingtobothofus.IfI

messupwithhimandIknowhewill

gettiredofplayingthiswithmeand

thingsdontworkoutwithKgosithen

Iamdoomed.IknowIamusinghim

butapartofmedoeslovehim,

deeply.

BylookingathimIcouldtellhedidnt

wantananswerbutakiss,Iliftedmy

lipstohisandasimplebrushofskin

madetherushinbothofuseven



hotterbutwedidntgettofullykissas

weheard:

"AuntyKelebogile!"

Thekidscamerushingtous,allof

themjumpingonme.Ialmostfellon

myback.Theywereexcitedtosee

me,theyallspokeatoncetellingme

abouttheirChristmasoutfit,presents

andthefood.Idontevenknowwhere

GabsdisappearedtoasIwaspulled

intothehouse.Insidethehouseit

smellednicewithhomecooked

meals,jelliesandcustards.Ihavent



hadthiskindofChristmasinages,I

didnthaveabigfamilybutIwould

spendChristmaswithmycousinsat

myhouse.Inthishouse,theyare

doingexactlywhatweusedtodo.

"Okaykids,canIpleasehaveAunty

Kelebogilenow?"Gabsaskedthe

kidsashetriedtopullmeawayfrom

them.Theymadenoisesathim

refusingtoletmego.Hequickly

liftedmeupholdingmeinhisarm,

thekidsgiggledandapplaudedwhile

Ilostmybreathforasecond.Heput

medownandwalkedmetotheback

ofthehouse.Hismomwasoutthere



withawomanIthoughtIrecognised.

Shelookedsofamiliarthatitirritated

mefornotbeingabletoplaceher.

Gabrielintroducedmetoherashis

aunt,weexchangedgreetingsand

turnedtohismom.Shelookedso

happytoseemethatshehadtearsin

hereyeswhenshelookedatme.And

whenshetriedtotalkIcouldnthelpit

eitherbutshedatear.Icouldnt

believeshehadprogressedthiswell,

shecouldspeakeventhoughitwasnt

thatclearbutyoucouldmakeouta

fewofthethingsshewassaying.

Gabs'auntkeptonlookingatme

thinkingIcouldntseeher,Ialsostole



afewglancesherway.

Gabsaskedmetocomehelphim

dishupChristmaslunch,Iexcused

myselfandfollowedhiminsidethe

house.Iarrangedtheplatesand

watchedhimserveeachoneofthem

witheaseandsettingthem

beautifullyonaplate.He'sgentle

witheverything,includingfood

bathong.

Wegaveeveryonetheirfoodandwe

alsoate,afterlunchwedidthedishes

whileeveryonehadtheirjellyand



custards.Gabrieltoldmeawholelot

offunnystuffabouthimgrowingup,I

laughedsohardandIdidnteven

believeathinghesaid.Hejust

wantedtoseemelaugh.

Hisphonerang,hewentoutsideto

answeritandatthesametimehis

Auntwalkedin.

"Kelebogile,howisyourfather?"she

askedme.

AndthenIrememberedher...



Sheusedtobemymom'sfrienduntil

mymomaccusedherof...

Cheatingwithmydad...
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Growingupmymomdidnthave

manyfriends,shespendalotoftime

cookingandbakingifshewasntat

workbutsheusedtohaveonefriend

anditwasthiswoman.Sheisa

pastor'swifeandwegototheir

church,notthatIhavebeengoing

lately.Idontknowwhathappenedor



howmymomfoundoutbutshegot

soangrythatshetoldmeaboutthe

affair.Shedidntleavemydadbutshe

cuttieswithGabs'Auntandstopped

goingtochurchforawhile.

IdidsayIgrewupinahappyhome

butmaybemyparentsputupabrave

faceforme.Nonethelessmydad

wasbadlyaffectedbymymom's

deathtoo,hemarriedquicklybutI

sawandknewwhathewasgoing

through.

IdontknowhowtofeelaboutGabs'



Aunt.ShouldIsaywhatsinthepast

isinthepastorletmymom'sbattle

liveon?IcouldfeelalreadythatIdont

likeher.Anddidshereallyhaveto

askaboutmydad?

"Heisfine."Ibrieflyansweredher.

"ThatsgoodbecauseIdontknow

howheliveswiththatevilwomanof

his,Idontlikeheryouknow."she

saidshowingdisgustonherface.

IdontlikemystepmomeitherbutI

amnotabouttotalkdirtyofherand



clearlythiswomanstillhasthehots

formyfather.Aisomewoman

though!AndsheknowsIhaveissues

withmystepmombutsorryforher,if

shewantstopaveawayintomy

dad'sheartletitbeherowndoing,

notwithmyhelp.

Shecouldclearlyseethatshewas

makingmeuncomfortable,she

shiftedthefocusawayfrommy

familytomeandGabs.

"So,wenaleGabsngwanaka?How

longhaveyoutwobeentogether?"



sheaskedleaningovertomelikea

realMamghobozi,thiswomanreally

wantstobeclosetomebutshewas

goingatitthewrongway.Usingother

peopletogetclosetomeitswrong

andsheshouldknowthatespecially

sincesheisapastor'swife.

GabrielandIarenottogetheror

maybeweare,evensoIdontthink

wearethatserious.Iamstillhangup

onKgosi!Ididntanswerherand

againshejustkeptontalking.Telling

mehowgoodGabsandIlook

together.FinallywhenGabscame

backshekeptquiteandevenleft.



"Hey,Iknowhowshecanget.Hope

shewasntbotheringyou."hesaid.

"Nah,Icanhandleher."Isaidtohim.

"Good."

"Andyourphonecall?"

"Oh,itwasMbali'smom,shewants

Mbalitovisitbeforeschoolreopens

nextyear."hesaidashewenttothe

fridge,IdontthinkIwanttoknow



moreabouther.Justameremention

ofhernamegrowsthegreen

monsterinmeevenbigger.

Lateronweplayedgameswiththe

kids,itwasasimpleChristmasbutI

enjoyedmyself.Thekids'laughter

andnoisejustmadeitevenmore

beautiful.Hissistercameandtook

thekids,Ididntseeherasshedidnt

stayandIwasinthebathroom.

Around7pmIwenthomeafter

helpingGabscleanup,hetookhis

momandauntbacktohisaunt's



place.Iwenttogotakeashowerand

getoutofmydress,Iwasabittired

butIfeltlikegoingout.ItsaFriday

andChristmasdayafterall!

IdecidedtocallDineoandaskherifI

canjoinherinwhatevershewas

doingandbesidesshealwayshas

somethingtodo.

"Heygirl,Imbored.Whereareyou?"I

askedheraftershepickedup.

"ImonmywayoutandIdontwant

youtotagalong."shesaid.Mxm,I

alwayshelpheroutandwhenIwant



somethingfromhersheisnever

available.ItsnotlikeIamaskingfora

bigfavour,weneedtospendtime

togetherasfriendsanyway!

"PleaseDineo!"

"NoKay!"

"Whynot?"

"BecauseitsanewrelationshipandI

dontwanttojinxitbybringingyou



along."

"SomeoneIknow?"Iaskedtryingone

lastdesperatemove.

"NoKay!"shecreamedoverthe

phone.

"Okaythen,letmemeethim."

"Forthebillionthtime,noKay!Heis

yourbrother,howdo...OhmyGod!"I

sweartoyoushecoveredherlipsas

soonasshesaidthatandIcouldnt



believeshewasgoingoutwith...

"Itumeleng?"

"YesandthatswhyIcantbringyou

along."shethenhangupthephone.

Dineocanbeadummysometime,

sheneversaysnotoaguyshethinks

itshotevenItumelengbathong.She

doesntknowhimandalreadytoher

hewasapotentialboyfriend,yuck!I

wishshefindssomeonewhois

hottersoshecouldstopwiththe

Itumelengthing.



IcouldaskItumelengtocomegetme,

hedidsayIcancallhimifIdonthave

plansbutIdontwanthimtothinkI

amthatdesperate.Ihadalifebefore

himanditstillgoesoneventhoughI

dowanttogoout.

OrIcancallmyselfacabandgo

drinkKgosi'smoneyanddanceuntil

tomorrowmorningbutseriouslyI

dontwanttogooutonmyown.

2hourslaterIheardacarpulling

outside,maybeitsDineo.Iran



outsideonlytofindGabscoming

throughthegate.Ilookedathimand

waitedforhimtogettome,he

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeashe

kissedmeonmyneck.Igiggled!

"Hmmmm...Icouldntwaittobealone

withyou."hesaidstillholdingonto

me.

"Wannagoinside?"

"No,you'vebeenintherewithhim."



Didhereallyhavetogothere???
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IknowIaminlovewith2menand

Gabsknowsthatheistheotherguy

tryingtosqueezehimselfbetween

meandKgosibutthereisnoneedfor

himtoremindmeofmyrelationship

withKgosieverytimewearetogether.

Yesitstoughforhimbutitsnoteasy

formeeither,Icouldwalkawayfrom

himnowandneverlookback.Ilove

himanditwillhurtmebutthatwould

bemechoosing.



Igotmyselfoutofhisarmsand

steppedawayfromhim,heknowshe

shouldnthavesaidwhathejustsaid

butIwanthimtoseethatIdidntlike

it.

"Askies,heylewena!"hesaidpulling

metohim.Charmer!Ismiledashe

huggedmeagain.

"Ithoughtyouweregoingtospend

thenightatyouraunt's."Isaidtohim

feelingthestrenghtofhisarms

aroundmeandforgettingwhathe

justsaidaboutKgosi.



"Iwasplanningonsleepingover

therebutbomagogobalebabora

gore."hesaidmakingmelaugh.

"So,whatsyourplanforthenight?"

"Anythingyouwantbaby."

"Iwanttogetwastedanddance."I

saidandmovedabitwhileinhis

arms.

"MykindofvibebutIamtired



tonight."

"Ah!"

"Itsbeenalongdaybabe,whydont

wegotomyhouseandchill?"hesaid

andIlookedathim,helaughedand

said:"Chillbabe,Imightwannado

youallnightbuttrustmeIdonthave

secretsagendasoranythinglike.I

justwannaseeyougettingwasted

anddanceforme.Ihaveenough

boozetolastyouayear."

Well,thisisbetterthanbeingonmy



ownallnight.Iagreedtogowithhim,

firsthewentwithmeinsidethe

housetoswitchonthelightsand

lockthedoor.Wedrovethe2

minutesdrivetohishouseinhiscar.

Whenwegottohishousehegot2

glassesandabottleofwine.

"Dontyouhaveanythingotherthan

wine?"Iaskedhim.Ilovewinebutit

getsmeexcitedsometimesandIam

seriousaboutnotwantingtogo

"there"withGabs.

"DontworryIamhereforyouif



thingsgetoutofhand."hesaid

puttingtheglassesonthecoffee

table.

"PleaseGabs..."

"Iamnotgoingtohavesexwithyou.

IamsorrybutIhavetosaythis,Iam

notgoingtositonthesidelineand

watchasanothermanproveshimself

toyou,letmeshowyouabitofwhat

youaremissing."hesaidshiftinga

bitawayfromme.Hewasmaking

somespacetolookatmeandI

guessgivingmesomeroomto



breath.

"Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskedacting

allconfused,IknowwhathemeantI

toldhimthatIcanthavesexwithhim

becauseIfearedthedeepemotional

connectionthatmightbuildup,it

wasntbecauseIdidntwanttosleep

with2menatthesametime.

"IhavewaysIcansatisfyyouand

thatdoesntmeanpenetratingyou

withmypenis."hesaidthatstraight

out.Gabsapproachesthingsstraight

onandsometimesevenmakesme



shy,IwasgettingusedtoKgosiand

hisrulesandallbuthereIambeing

exposetoadifferentside.

"Iamgoingtopouryouaglassof

wineandhanditovertoyou,ifyou

refuseitIwilltakeisasignthatyou

dontagreewithmypleaandifyou

takeitthenwewilltakethingsfrom

there."hesaid.Iwatchedhimashe

pouredthewinein2glassesand

raisedonetome.Ilookedatthe

glassandthenathim,Iknowby

refusingIwouldbemarkingtheend

ofus.Itooktheglassandtookasip.

HekissedmebeforeIcouldeven



sallow.Wekissedthenhegotupto

switchonthemusic,heplayeda

coupleofHiphoptracks.Iquickly

drank2glassesandIwasuponmy

feetshakingmybooty,hemade

himselfcomfortableonthecouch

andwatchedon.Iamnotadancer

butwhocares,IampleasingGabs.

Inamomenthegrabbedmebymy

armandkissedmeashesatmeon

hislap.Itwasaroughkisswithhis

handsrunninginmyclothesasifhe

wouldripthemoffme.Mytopwent

flyingthenmybra,Iwaslefttopless

asheeyedmybreast,Iknowhe



couldntresistthem,notsayingthey

arethebest,theyarethingsthathe

hadlongedforandIhavebeen

denyinghimthatopportunity.He

wentforonemakingmeloosemy

breath,Iheldontohisheadashe

licked,suckedandarousedmeeven

further.Hechangedtotheother

drivingmecrazier.Hishandswere

movingonmybodygeneratingmore

heatinme,wewerebothsweating

everywhere.Hewentfrommybreast

tomystomach,heplantedsmallwet

kissesthatmademywholebody

shiver,Ifeltlikemybloodwas

rushingtomyheadfrommyheadto



mytoesgivingmetantalizingcramps

andbacktomyhead.Infact,Gabs

wasjustmakingmecrazy,atsome

pointheevenmademecry.Heisthat

good!

Hecameupandlookedatmeinmy

eyes,Ijustlovehowfathislipslook

afterkissingme.

"Areyouokay?"hesoftlyasked.

"Yes."Ianswerhim.



"Really?ImthinkIamdoingnothingg

toyoubecauseIdontexpectyouto

beokay.Nexttimesay'Gabs,Imhot

andready!'neh?"hesaidandburied

hisheadinmystomachgoingdown...

Hewentformypants,Ipushedhim

awayandtookthemoffmyself.He

wasjustbeingtoogentlewithme

andallIwantedwassomesome...
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IwasreallyturnedonandIthinkthe

winehadsomethingtodowiththat,I

nolongerhadcontrolovermybody.I



haventbeenthishornyinages,ifI

couldIwouldgrabGabsandmake

himgiveittomelikecrazy.Hehad

mefullynakedashewasstillfully

dressed.Ididntmind,Iknowand

trustthathewontoverstepwhatwe

agreedon.IhadnodoubtthatGabs

isagoodlover,hetookhistime

touching,kissingandcaressingme.It

wasasifIwastobehandledwith

care.Andwhateverhewasdoingfelt

magical.

Ilikeitwhenamanstaresatmybody,

itmakesmefeelsexierandexcites

meevenmorebecauseIknowheis



attractedtome.Gabswasno

exceptional,heevenmadea

commentortwoaboutitasheran

thetipsofhisfingersonmyskin.I

waswaitingforhimtoshowmehow

hecansatisfymebynotpenetrating

mewithispenislikehesaidbuthe

wasbeingtoosloweventhoughI

havebeenreadydecadesago.My

bodywasachingandmeltingforhim,

hehadplantedsomethingso

beautifulinmymindandhehasto

fulfillhiswords.

"Gabs."Islowlysaidtohimtryingto

makehimrealisethatIamreadyfor



himandeagerlywaiting.

"Hmmm..."hereplied.

"Comeon."

Hesmiledthenkissedmeashelaid

onmyside,hishandswenttomy

thighsrubbinggentlyasheslowly

partbothofthem.Thenhewent

furtherinashisfingerstouchedmy

clit,amoanescapedmythroat.He

playedabitwithmyclitthengoton

topofme,wasmessingwithmeand

drivingmecrazier.



"Gabs."Isaidagain.

"Shhhhh...Igotyoubaby."hesaid.I

couldnwaitanymore.

Hekissedfrommylipstomyneck,

chest,breast,stomachthenwent

downonme.Iwashotandwetashis

tonguemadecirclesaroundevery

sensitivepartthatwantedhis

attention,hewasreallygood.I

openedmylegswiderforhim,didnt

wanthimtomissanysteps.Heused

onlyhiswarmtonguedoingmelike



crazy,Ifoundmyselfscreamingand

shouting:

"OhhhhfuckyouGabs!"

Iwasntreallyswearingahimbutjust

motivatinghimandohboydidheget

themessageashewentoneating

mypussylikeahungerstrikenman.

AtsomepointIfeltlikehewasusing

histeethtopullandholdonto

somethingthatsendmeabove

heavenandbacktoearth.Histongue

feltthickandlongasitwent

exploringdeepinme,hewouldbring



itoutanddothecirclethingoutside

thensuckonmyswollenclit,

everythingofmewantedhisattention

andheprovided.Iheldonsotightto

thepillowandtookineverythinghe

wasdoing,hewasntbeingtoorough

orgentle,hewasdoingeverythingthe

rightwayinallthegoodways.

"OhGabsIamcoming!"Iscreamed

athim.

"Nobabyjustholdonafewseconds."

hesaidwithhismouthstillonmy

pussylipsdowntheremakingme



vibrate.Icouldntreallyholditin

anymore,whileIwaslisteningtothe

harshchangesinmybodyGabs

insertedafingerinsidewithhislips

stillhardatworkonmyclit,hisfinger

foundsomethingverysensetivein

there,hetouchedandmovehisfinger

makingmywholebodyshakeand

twistinaheavyclimax.Igrabbed

tighttothepillowandwrappedmy

legsaroundhisheadabsorbing

everythinghewasgivingme.Itookin

oneheavybreathandreleasedhim.

Hestayedbetweenmylegsfora

shortwhileasIgatheredmystrenght.



Hegotoffthebedandleftthe

bedroom.Mybodyhastakenmore

thanitcanhandle,allIwanttodo

rightnowissleepsomybodycould

restabitandthenwakeuptosome

moreoverandoveragainIwent

throughthewholethinginmymind,

turningmeonagain.

Hecamebackwith2glassesofwine,

hehandedmeonethenkissedme,it

wasalongroughkiss.Afterthekiss

hegotatowel,heusedittowipemy

pussycleanasIwassittinguponthe

bed,teasingmeashisfingers

touchedmyhotflesh.Hetossedthe



toweltothechairthensatbetween

mylegsandrestedhisheadonmy

chest.

"So,howdoyoufeel?"heaskedme.

"Likeamilliondollars."Ianswered

him.Helaughedandwent:

"Janeh?"

"YouaregoodGabsandIloved

everythingwedid."



"Really?"

"Yes."

"Then,sayitlikeyoumeanitgirl."he

saidwithalaugh,Ilaughedwithhim

thenwent:

"OhGabs,youaresososohmmmm

goooood"

"Uhhhhhbaby,baby!"



Helaughedsohardandevengotoff

thebed.Thenhepulledmetohim

withmyhand,wekissedstandingup

andIcouldfeelthehardnessinthe

frontofhispants,itsnotlikeIhavent

noticeiteither,Ihaveseenbulge

growing.Sincehehasbeengoodto

meIthinkIshoulddothesamefor

himtoo.Idroppedonmykneesand

triedtounfastenhisbelt,hepulled

meupasking:

"Whatareyoudoing?"

"Returningthefavour,whatdoyou



think?"Isaidnotsurewherethe

suddenchangeofmoodcamefrom.

Hedidntanything,justtookoffhis

pantsandshirt,hethengotintobed.

"Dontlooksosurprisedwespoke

aboutthis,goodnight."hesaidthen

lookedtheother.

Iwasntsurprised...

Iwasembarassed...
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Gabsmara,afterallthegoodthings

thatjusthappenedhehadtothrowit

alloutjustlikethis.Heactsallnice

oneminuteandthenexthethrows

thingsIsaytohimbackinmyface.I

amnotbeingselfishwhenIrefuseto

havesexwithhim,Ialsowantit,as

badashedoesbutIhavetobe

considerateandusemyheadtothink.

Ipickedupmyclothesandputthem

on,Ididntplananyofthistonightand

whenIwanttoplaytooheacts

childish.Iwenttogetmyshoesinhis



sittingroom,whileputtingthemonhe

walkedinandsaid:

"Donttellmeyouareleaving?"

"IthinkitsbestifIgo?"Isaidandgot

up.

"Comeonnow,really?"

Iwalkedtothedoor,beinginhere

withhimandwatchinghimactslikeI

amtheonebeingchildishdrivesme

nutsandImightendupsayingthing



thatImightregretlater.

"Wait,Leboletmeatleastwalkyou

out?"hesaid,Ijustkeptonwalking.

AssoonasIgotoutinthestreetsI

tookoffmyshoesandranhome.

Igottomyhouse,Ilockedthegate

andhurriedinside.Iamstayingwith

Itumelengbuttonightthehousefelt

biggerandIwasallaloneinit.Ididnt

evenhavethestrenghttocry,Ifelt

badandterribleforhowthingswere

turningoutbetweenGabsandI

maybeIshouldnthavewalkedouton



him.

Itookashowerthenwenttobed,

earlieronIwasinamoodtogoout

butnowallIwanttodoissleep.Ja

nehIjustknowhowtomakethings

worseformyself.Icouldntfallasleep,

Ikeptontossingandturning,I

decidedtotakemyphoneandwatch

abitoftv.Ibrowsedthroughmy

phoneasIwatchedtv,Ididnteven

knowwhatwasplayingbutthetv

wasonandIwaswatching.My

phonehadamessagethatIkepton

ignoring,IthoughtitmightbeKgosi

makingmerichagain.Igottiredof



playingonegameonmyphoneand

checkedthemessage.

'IamsorryaboutwhatIsaidearlier,I

knowsometimesIcanbeajerk.Can

Icomegetyou?'

Icouldnthelpitbutsmile,yeshewas

ajerkbutatleastheisbeingnice

enoughtoapologise.AndIthinkIcan

sayheissuckinguptomewhichis

somethingthatIdontusuallyget

fromguys.Imightbehotandyummy

butIamthetypeofgirlthatguys

neverwanttoplease,thatswhyJoe



thoughtMacDonldwasperfectfor

ourfirstdate.

IsendhimablankSMS,Iwanthimto

thinkmaybeitwasbymistakeorI

wasstillmadathim.Justtoconfuse

himabit.Hecalledimmediately.

BeforeIansweredIlaughedsohard

theneighborsmusthavethoughta

witchjustflewovertheirhouses.I

gothimhookedandIdidntevenhave

toliftafinger.

"Hey,ketle?"heaskedjustafterI

pickedup.



"ButGabs..."Isaidkamatepenyana.

"Please,Ivowedtomakethisnight

worthyourwhilemybabytoe."he

saidbeggingme,youshouldhave

seenthesmileonmyface.Ifhewas

hereIwouldnthavebeenabletohide

iteither.Itoldhimhecancomeget

me.

Iquicklyrantomybedroomand

raidedmywardrobeforsomething

sexy,Ididntknowwhattowear.I

optedformyblacksilknightdress



anditsmatchinggownbutno,amI

goingtowalkbackhomeinthisinthe

morning?Tjo,Idontwanttodothe

walkofshameinmypj's.Itookthem

offandworeasimplesummerdress.

Gabscalledandsaidhewasoutside.

Ilockedthedoorandwenttohim,he

wasntdriving.Iunlockedthegate

andstoodnexttohim.

"Ready?"heaskedme.Isaidyesand

startedwalking.Wewalkedsilently

foracoupleofminutes,itwasabit

awkward.



"Ei,marawantepelaneh?"hesaid

pushingmeabitwithhishand.I

didntrespond,Ijustlaughed.

Thistimewewalkedplayingaround

asheteasedmeandstoleafew

kisses.Wegottohishouseandhe

askedmeifIneededanythingto

drink.

"NopebutIwantyoutodosomething

forme."Isaidplayfully.



"Anythingformybabe."hesaidnot

knowingwhatsinstoreforhim.

"Dropyourpantsrighthere,right

now."Iorderedhim.Helooked

unsureandnotpleasedbutifhe

wantsmetostayhe'lldoasIwant.

"Areyousure?"heaskedme.

"Yep,righthereinyourkitchen."

Helookedawaythensmiled,Iwant

todohimandhebetterletme.He



walkedtomeandkissedme

remindingmeoffearlier.Iwontlet

himstopbutIwontlethimstopme

fromdoingwhatIwanttodotohim

either.

"Whydontyoudropthem."he

whisperedinmyearashekissedme

again.

Ididntwasteanymoreminute,I

droppedonmykneesandunbuttone

hispantsthenhiszip.Ipulleddown

hispantsandhisunderweardownat

thesametime.Hisalreadyhardon



dicksprunginmyface,thelenght

scaredmeabit.

Ai,theJoecurse!

Ilookedupathim,hewaslooking

downatmewaitingtoseewhatI

woulddotohim.Irubbedhimwith

myhand,hewaswarmandsohardI

wantedhimsomewhereinme.I

strokedhimafewtimesthenlicked

him,hemadesomefunnysoundand

whenIcoveredhimwithmymouth

heheldmebymyhairasIworked

him.



Mymouthcouldntstretchforhimbut

Igavemybest...
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InthemorningIwokeupfeelinglikeI

hadsleptinheaven,besidesGabs'

comfortablebedIhadsleptonhis

chest.Wekissedandtalkedthrough

outthenight,Ihaveneverfeltso

comfortableandlovedinalongtime.

AndwhenIfullyopenedmyeyesto

lookathim,hewasalreadysittingup

inbedandstarringdownatme.



"Youarelookingatmeasthoughyou

areplanningtodosomethingtome."

IteasedhimasIwassittinguptoo.

Asalwayshesmiledatmeand

kissedmyforehead.

"Idohaveafewthingsupmysleeve

butIthinkweshouldgoeat,you've

drainedoutallthenutritionsoutof

me."

"You'vebeensayingthatallnight."

"Itstrue."



Wekissedagainbeforegettingoutof

bed.IwashornyagainbutIknewwe

wontdoanythingormorethanwhat

wedidlastnight.

"Doyouwanttofreshenupbefore

breakfast?Ihavefreshtoiletries."

Gabssuggested.Ididwantto

freshenupbutIwantedtogotomy

housewhilethingswerestillokay

betweenus.

"IwouldlovetobutIreallyhavetogo

homenow."



"SowillIseeyouduringtheday?"

"Callme."Isaidasheputhishands

aroundmywaist.

"Iloveyou."hesaidthenquickly

kissedme,hedidntgivemethe

chancetorespond.

Ilovehimtoo!

Hewantedtowalkmehome,I

refusedIdidntwantpeopleseeing



thatIhadsleptathishouse.Iamnot

ashamedofusbutketshabamahloa

batho!

Iwenthomeaveryhappywoman,

smillingatpeople'sgardensand

wavingatbarkingdogs.Icouldntwait

toseeGabsagainduringtheday,I

wonderwhatwearegoingtodothen.

LastnightmademethinkIwasready

tohavesexwithhim,itdidnttake

KgosiandIlongtodoit.Ireallywant

todoitwithGabsbutIhavethis

feelinginsideeverytimeIthinkof

givingintohim.Imjustgladhe

agreedtowait,IdontknowwhatI



wouldhavedoneifhehadbeen

difficult.Iamluckytohavesucha

sweetheartinmylife.

Myhousesmeltofbaconandeggs,

thatjustmeltedmymouth.Ilove

baconbathobaModimo,Isuddenly

felthungry.IfoundItumelengbusyin

thekitchen,hewassocomfortable

you'dswearhewaswelcome.

"Heysis,sitdownIwillserveyoujust

now."hesaidsoundinghappy.He

musthavescoredbigwithDineolast

night,Dineoleyena,Ineedtohavea



wordwithher.

"Youlookhappy."Isaidashegave

memyplate.Itastedthefoodand

yesittastedmarvelous!Justhope

thereisnokorobelainthefood.He

alsodishedupforhimself,weboth

ateinsilenceexceptthenoiseonhis

phone,itdidntstopbeeping.Ilooked

athimashesmiledwhenhelooked

athisphone,thereissomething

aboutItumeleng.Helooksharmless,

caring,infacthelookedlikethe

brotherthatImightneedinmylife.

MaybeIshouldrelaxandenjoy

havinghimaround.



"Thankyou."IsaidafterIwasdone

eating.Helookedatmesursprised

forabitthensmiledashetookhis

platetothesink.Therewasan

awkwardsilence,Iwantedtosay

somethingtohimbutmymindwas

blank.Iwatchedhimashewashed

thedishes.Thensomethingcame

intomymind.

"Itumeleng?"Isaid,hisname

soundedweirdcomingoutmymouth.

"Yeah."heanswerednotlookingat



me.

"Whatsgoingonbetweenyouand

Dineo?"Iaskedhimandinsteadof

givingmeananswerhelaughed,so

hardthathestartedtoannoyme.

"Whatssofunny?"

"Youhaveonecrazyfriendyou

know?"hespokestilllaughing,"That

girldoesnttakenoforananswer,last

nightwhenIwenttopickherup,she

hadcondomswithher."

Ialsocouldnthelpitbutlaughtoo,I



knowDineo.Sheisnotshytoaskfor

whatshewantsstraightaway,Ieven

thinksometimesmostoftheguys

shesleepswitharejustusingher.

"Sowhatdidyoudo?"Iasked.

"Ispoketoher,triedtoexplainwhy

wecouldnt...youknow..."hesaid

shrugginghisshoulders.

"Iguessshedidntlikethat?"

"Nope."



"Thenwhowereyouchattingtothat

madeyousmilelikethat?"

Hesmiledandwavedhisphoneashe

wenttothebedroom.

"Sies,Itumelengoratabasadi!"I

shoutedbehindhim,helaughed.

IknowDineoandhercrazywaysbutI

dontthinkIwanttoseehergetting

hurtespeciallybyItumeleng,Icant

losemyfriendoverhim.Itriedcalling



herbutherphonewenttovoicemail,

hopeshecallsmeassoonshegets

mymisscalls,Iwanttohearfromher

howherdatewithItumelengwent.I

alsotriedcallingGabs,hisphonejust

rang,he'sprobablysleeping.

LateronNthabisengcametovisit,

shelookedbetterthanthelasttime.

Shetalkedaboutthefuturewithout

Vuyo,Iwashappyforherandwas

gladshewenttoseehermomplus

sheneverlikedVuyoasherson-in-

law.Wewenttothekitchen,Iasked

Nthabitohelpmewiththecooking.



WhilecookingaveryangryDineo

stormedinandbeforeNthabiandI

couldaskherwhatsgoingonshe

went:

"Whereisthatgaybrotherofyours?

Hehastobegaytosaynotome!"

Nthabilookedshocked,Icouldnthelp

myselfbutlaugh...

Claponce!!!
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Iamnottryingtomakeajokeof

Dineobutthisgirlcanloosehermind

prettybadifshelovesaguy,shewill

doanythingjusttopleaseandhaving

sexonafirstdatedoesntseemto

botherher.IneedtogetherSteve

Harvey'sbook,sheneedstoset

someboundariesforherself.

"StoplaughinglKayandtellmewhere

heis."shesaidstillbreathingfire.

"Dineo,pleasesitdown.NthabiandI

needtotalktoyou."Isaid.Itsnowor



never,Dineoisourfriendandifwe

dontsitherdownthensheisheading

fordisaster.Iwonteventellherthat

Itumelengisinthehouseuntilwe

havetalked.

"Wedo?"Nthabiaskedlooking

surprised.Igaveheralookthatsaid

"dontyoudare",shedidntlookhappy

butshesatdown.Afewdaysback

sheneededusandweweretherefor

her,nowDineoneedsusandshe

wantstoactlikeshedoesntcare.

Sheisalwaysthefirsttogiveout

adviceevenwhenitsnotneededbut

todayshedoesntseemtocare,I



thinksheliedtomeabouttryingto

forgetVuyo,shewillneverbeover

him.

"Okayladies,"Istartedbysaying.

"Okaywhat?"Dineoshouted

soundingbored.

"Dineoplease,Iwantustohelpyou

here."Isaidtoher,shelookeddown

andbeforeweknewitshewascrying.

"WhycantIfindamanthatlovesme?



EveryguyImeetjustwantstouse

me.PleaseKay,speaktoyourbrother,

ItakeeverythingIsaidabouthim

beinggayback.Hewasjustbeinga

genglemanandIneverhadthatina

guy."Dineosaidthroughtears.Ihave

neverheardDineopouringherheart

outlikethisbutImjustgladshe

finallygrewup.NthabiandItriedto

comforther,Nthabiwasnow

showingremorseasshesaid:

"Dineo,Iknowyoumightthink

ItumelengistheonebutIthinkyou

shouldtakesometimeoffdating."



Nthabiisrightbuthowwouldshe

knowifItumelengistheoneornotif

shewontgivehimachance,shehas

totryhim.

Itumelengfinallycameoutofhis

bedroom,hecamestraighttothe

kitchenandDineogotupandraninto

hisarms.AiDineo,NthabiandI

shouldnthavebothered!Itumeleng

lookedlikehehasbeensleeping,he

huggedDineoandaskedherisshe

hasbeencrying,sheaskedifthey

couldtalkinhisroom.Theyleft



leavingNthabiandmeinthekitchen.

"IthinkIshouldleavenow."Nthabi

saidgettingup.

"Nthabiareyouokay?"Iwasasking

becauseshehasntbeenherselfsince

Dineowalkedinhere.

"Imfine,Ijustneedtogetbacktomy

kids."

Idontbelieveit,Icouldseeitthrough

hereyes,infactitswrittenalloverher



face.Yes,Iamtalkingaboutjealousy!

"Nthabiseng!"Isaidhernamein

shock,"Doyoualsohavethehotsfor

Itumeleng?"

"Me?"Nthabiaskedpointingather

chestthenshelaughed,"Iamoff

menfornowgirl,youshouldnteven

askthat,youknowwhereIcome

from."

JasheisrightplusNthabiisnotthe

typeofgirlwhojumpsfromone

relationshiptotheother,sheisnot



likeDineo.AndIdontthinkItumeleng

ishertypethough.Butsheneedsto

getbackintothedatingscene,she

hasalongandlonelyroadahead.

Gettingusedtobeingwithout

someoneyou'vebeenwithforalong

timecantbeeasy.NthabiandVuyo

havebeentogetherforages.

IwalkedNthabitohercar,aftershe

leftItookawalktoGabs"house.The

gatewaslocked,Itriedcallinghim

again,itjustrang.

WhereareyouGabs?



Iwonderifhehasntseenmymissed

callyet,hopewhereverheishe'sfine

butwishhecouldjustcallmesoI

wouldknow.Iwentbackhomeand

foundItumelengwalkingDineoout,I

gaveherahugandwesaidour

goodbyes.Iwentinsidethehouse

andfinishedcooking,cleanedupand

wenttowatchtv.Iamworriedabout

Gabriel,he'snotthekindtojust

vanishlikethat.He'snotKgosiand

he'llneveractlikehim,Iknowhim.

Listentometryingtoconvince

myselfaboutGabsbutIknowheisa

goodguythough.



Itumelengcameback,hewent

straighttothebathroom.Iwantedto

askhimaboutDineosoIwaitedfor

himtofinish.Whenhewasdonehe

wenttohisbedroom,Istillwaited

andhecameoutofthebedroom.

"Hey,Ineedafavour."hesaidsitting

down.Didhejustusehiswhole

perfumeinthewholehouse.

"Okaybutfirstweneedtotalkabout

Dineo."Isaidandhedidntseem

interestedashejustwent:



"CanIborrowyourcar?"

"Whattheheckfor?"Iscreamedat

him.Ididntmeantobuthehad

surprisedme.Icanborrowyou

anythingbutnotmycar.Hesaidhe

hadanemergencybutwouldntsay

whatitis,attheendIgavehimmy

carkeys.

JustafterItumelengleftanothercar

wasatthegate,someonegotout.I

wenttothedoor.Atall,verybeautiful

yellowbone,welldressedwoman



openedmygate.Ilookedatherand

feltlikeIwasnothing,Ishouldhave

fixedmyhairabit.

"Hi,"shegreetedmewithabright

smile,Igreetedherback,"Iam

lookingforGabriel,hisneighborstold

mehehangsaroundherealot.

"Andyouare?"Iaskeddryly.

"Hisdaughter'smom."

Oh...
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Youjustknowitwhensomeoneis

tryingtointimidateyou,shecould

havetoldmehernamebutinstead

sheusedMbalijusttogetthe

messageacross.Sheshouldnthave,I

wasthreatenedtheminuteIsawher,

Ihaveseenherpicturesbutthose

picturesdidinjusticetoherbeauty.I

wantedtothinkorfindsomething

badonherbuttherewasnothing

faultywithher,hermakeupwason

pointnotmentioningherhairand

fashionstyle.Ihateheralready!



"Well,Gabrielisnother."Isaid

wishingtotellhertovoetsek.Iwont

beabletosleepfordays,sheisgoing

tocomeintomydreamsandsteal

Gabrielawayfrommethere.

"Okay,thanksanyway."shesaid

throughherfakesmile.Itsfake,Ican

seethat.Sheturnedaroundandtook

afewstepsawaythenturnedbackat

me,shecaughtmestilllookingather.

Embarassingmyself!

"OhbythewayIamNtobiandyou



mustbeKelebogile,right?"shesaid.

"Yes."Ireplied.Canshedissapear

already?

"Ihaveheardsomuchaboutyou

fromMbali'sdad."

"Samehere."Isaidtryingfakingmy

smiletoo.Shelookedatbit

disappointed,shethoughtIdidnt

knowabouther.Wellsorryforher,I

know.Thatgavemeabitof



satisfactionbutnotenoughto

resurfacemyego.

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedtoher

MiniCooperS.ThankGodshe

walkedforgoodthistime.

IthinkitstimeIputKgosi'smoneyin

gooduse,Ineedamakeover!Andthe

weaveIhaveitsold,cantbelieveI

didntrealisethat.Itookaquick

shower,woreaskirtandasimpletop.

Iraidedthehousefor15minutes

searchingformycarkeysonlyto

realisethatIgavethemtoItumeleng.



HowIhatetaxis!

IcalledGabsagain,maybehecan

takemetotownandpickmeuplater

whenIamdonebutIwouldntmind

himwaitingformeinsidewhiledoing

myhair,Iseealotofwomantaking

theirmanwithtothesalon.His

phonejustrangwithoutananswer,

thisissounlikehim.

IleftthehouseandpassedbyGabs"

justtocheckifhewashomeornot.I

wasreallyworriedabouthim,whatif

thatmonsterexofhishaddone

somethingtohim.Idonttrustthat



girlandIdontbuytheshitabout

comingtocheckifGabswasatmy

house,thereissomethingfishyabout

her.AndIrememberGabssaid

somethingaboutherwantingtosee

Mbalinextyearbeforeschools

reopensandthatmeansshedoesnt

havetoseeGabsanytimesoontoo.I

dontwanttolooseGabstoher,heis

mine!

Gabswasnthomeeither.Ichecked

forthenosyneighborstoaskthemif

theyhadseenanythingbuttheywere

alllockedupintheirhouses.



Iwenttogetataxitotown,itwasa

bitfunbeingdrivenaroundfora

changeplusIwasboredandneeded

somefunjusttogetmymindof

Gabs'beautifulbabymama.Idont

thinkIcancompetewithher,shehas

allthequalitiesthatmostmenwants

inawoman,beauty!

Igotoffthetaxiintownandwent

straighttothesalonbutmy

hairdresserwasntthereyet,Itookmy

phoneanddidsomeonlineshopping

whileIwaitedforher.Iwaitedfor

aboutanhouranddecidedtocallher.

Shepickedupandtoldmeshewasin



Joburgbuyinghairpiecebut

promisedtobebacktodomyhair.I

toldhertocallmewhenshegets

back.AftertalkingtoherIwentto

buysomethingtoeat,Idontwantto

befarfromthesalonsoIwentto

Steerswhichisastreetawayfrom

thesalon.Igotmyselfaburgerand

chips,Ienjoyedmymealwhilegoing

throughmyphone.ItrangIhaditin

myhand.

"Hello."Ianswered.Ididntknowthe

numberanditwasalandline.



"Heybaby."avoicesaidandI

recognisedthevoice.

"Gabs?Whereareyou?"Iasked

excitedtohearfromhimaftertrying

togetholdofhimsomanytimes.

"Work,Ihadtorushtofixafewsmall

thingsthatturnedintosomething

bigger.Iforgotmyphoneathome,do

youmissme?"

"Likecrazy!Iamintowntodomy

haircanyoupickmeuplater?

Itumelenghasmycar."



"IdontthinkIcan,Idontknowwhat

timeI'llbedonehere."hesaid

disappointingme,hehadmademe

promisetoseehimduringtheday

nowheistheonebailingoutonme.I

hangupandwentoneatingmyfood.

FinallymyhairstylistcalledandIwent

todomyhair.SheknowsIlovegood

andexpensivethings,Ioptedfora

Brazilian20inchweave.Ilove

weavessomuchIwanttogetburied

inonewhenIdie.Whenshewas

doneIlookedatmyselfinthemirror



andIlikedwhatIwasseeing.Wish

Gabs'babymamacouldseemenow.

IwentwithTiti,myhairstylistandher

boyfriendtothebank.Iwithdrewher

moneyandgaveittoherandItook

outR300formyself.Wewentour

seperatewaysoutsidethebank,I

tookthestairsatBloedMalldownto

Boomstreet.DownthestairsImet2

goodlookingguysgoingupwho

greetedmewith:

"Shosisters."



IsmiledasIgreetthemtoo.

AsIwasabouttocrossthestreetto

getataxiIheard:

"Dontmakenoise,dontmovejust

giveusyourcellphoneandcash."

Andtherewasagunonmythigh...
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AtfirstIthoughtthewholething

wasnthappening,itdidntlookorfeel

real,.Ihaveneverbeenrobbedbefore



andwhatsworseisIjustpassedthis

2guysonthestairsandtheyeven

greetedme.Theonlythingthatmade

thiswholethingrealwasthegunon

mythigh.IlookedabitlostasI

staredatthembutanyonepassingby

wouldthinkIwaswithmybrothers

discussingsomethingveryimportant

orgossiping.

"Hey,phoneandmoneywenaman.

Quick!"saidtheguyholdingthegun

tomythigh.

"Idonthavemoneyonme."Isaidnot



evenscared.

Myphonewasinmyhand,Ihad

takenitoutwhenIcheckedforbank

notificationsearlier.Theotherguy

pulleditoutofmyhandandtheyboth

walkedawayasthoughnothing

happened.Ijuststoodthereforafew

minutestryingtoprocesswhatjust

happened,themoreIthoughtaboutit

themorescaredIgot.IrealisedthatI

couldhavebeenshot,righthere

infrontofeveryoneandnotevena

singlepersonnoticedthatIwas

beingrobbed.Iwentcrazyand

startedcrying.Peoplejustwentby



lookingatmelikeIwasreallycrazy,

stillnoonebotheredtoaskorhelp

me.Icouldntcallanyone,Inolonger

haveaphoneorknewanyone's

numberbyheart,exceptmydad's.

Fortunateenoughapolicevan

stoppednexttomeandaskedifI

wasokay,likereallynow,Iwascrying

anddidthatmakemelookokay.

Peoplestoppedandwatchedas

thoughtheywerenowshowing

concernwhereastheonlythingthey

wantedwastohavesomethingto

gossipaboutwhentheygothome.



"Ijustgotrobbed."Isaidstillcrying.

Onepoliceofficergotoutofthecar

andlookedatmeasifIjustwasted

governmentresources.Ihaventdone

anythingwrongandIamthevictim

here.

"Whatdidtheytake?Youstillhave

yourhandbag.Areyouhalucinating?"

heaskedmemakingthecrowd

arounduslaugh.

"Theyhadagunandtheytookmy

cellphoneandyouthinkthatsfunny?"



Iaskedfeelingabitofheatonmy

back.GettingrobbedisnojokeandI

relyonhimtomakesurethatIam

safe.

"Canyouidentifythem?Comewith

us,wewilldrivearoundandseeifyou

canspotthem."hesaidusheringme

intotheirvan.AtleastIwasgoingto

leavethecrazyaudiencebehindwho

thoughtthiswasacomedyshowor

someprankthinggoingon.

Igotinsidetheircar.Icried,mytears



couldntstop,Iwasreallyterrified.I

almostdied!Theydrovearound

tellingmetostopcryingandlook

aroundfortheguys,Idontthinkwe

willfindthem.Achangeofclothes

couldchangetheirlookscompletely,

theywontstickaroundtobefound,

Imsuretheyevenfoundabuyer

already.WedrovearoundBloed

lookingforpeopleIdontthinkI

remember,thiswasjustatotalwaste

oftime.MyphoneisgoneandIam

notgettingitback,Iamaccepting

thatandthepoliceshouldalsodo

thatandletthiswholethinggo.



"Somysister,whatnow?Doyou

wanttoopenacase?"thecopthat

gotmeintotheircaraskedme.I

haventthoughtthingsthatfar,Iwant

thoseguysarrestedbutthe

possibilityofthathappeningisvery

thin,thisSouthAfricanotAmerica

wheretheycantraceamurderthat

happened20yearsago.Idohave

faiththough,sometimesSAPScan

dowondersshem.Iagreedtoopena

case.

WedrovetothepolicestationwhereI

wasmadetowait,therewerealotof

peoplethathadcometoopencases.



IcrieduntilIstoppedbutIwasstill

terrified,Ikeptlookingoutsidehoping

toseeoneoftheguyspassingby.I

wishedtomakeacall,butwhowasI

goingtoask,thestationwasfulland

everyonelookedbusyandinahurry.I

thoughttheonlythingtobethisfullin

Decemberweremallsbutclearly

crimehappensanytime.Itwas

gettinglateandagainIdontknow

anyone'snumberbyheartotherthan

mydad's,Imnotthetypetohavea

smallbooktowritepeople'snumbers

in.IneverthoughtImightloosemy

phonelikethis,Ishouldgetonebut

thatisassoonasIamdonehereand



backintothecomfortofmyown

house.MydadisthelastpersonI

wouldcallwhenI'minacrisisanyway,

hewillhelpmebutthatsafterhehad

preachedtomeaboutsafetyintown

andhowtoavoidcriminals.Iwasnt

evensureIwouldgetmyonecalllike

criminalsdo,sometimesyou'dthink

theyhavemorerightsthanusvictims.

BythetimeIwascalledthestation

hadclearedabit,itwasnolongerfull.

Iwentintogivemystatementbutas

soonasIsatdownandtriedtotalkI

startedcrying.Itwashardtorelieveit,

Ihadagunonmythigh...



"Areyougoingtocryuntilwhattime

sisi?Youarenottheonlyvictimin

linehereao."saidthepolicewoman

whowassupposetohelpme.

Heeebanna,Iamavictimhere.

"YouknowwhatIwantmybrother!"I

shoutedsoeveryonecouldhearme.

"Whothehellishe?God?"shesaid

mockingmewithasmile.



"NobutheisItumelengMehlape!"I

shoutedagainandthewholestation

wenttuuuu...

IshouldhavesaidthattheminuteI

gothere...
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"ColonelMehlapeisyourbrother?"

thepolicewomanaskedmelooking

suprised.Thatsuprisedmetoo!I

staredathernotsureifIshouldsay

yesorno,Idontknowifthat

"Colonel"sheistalkingaboutismy

stepbrotherornot.Ijustknowhimas



ItumelengMehlapethepoliceman

thatgoestoworkwithoutunifornand

Ifoundoutjustrecentlythathe's

usingmysurname.Iwashopingand

prayingthatColonelMehlapeis

ItumelengorelseImighthavemade

myselfabiggerfoolbutifheiswhy

theheckisaColonelsharingahouse

withme?Hecanaffordhisownmos.

Anywaythatsadilemmaforanother

day,Ihavealifeanddeathsituation

nowthatneedstobedealtwith.

"Pleasecallmybrother,please."I



criedevenharderbutdamnImadea

stupidmove.Iamaskingfor

someoneIdontknow,yesevenifits

himIstilldontknowhim.

Thepolicewomangotupandtoldme

she'lltrygetholdofhim,sherushed

herbootyaway.Istayedtherefor

15minutesgettingmorenervous,a

policemancametotakemy

statement.Hemadesomelame

excuseforhiscolegue,Ididntcareas

longasitmeantIwasgettinghelp

andthankstoItumeleng'snamethe

servicegotbetter.



Igavemystatementbusylookingat

thedoor,Iwasgettingimpatientand

wonderingifthecoloneltowalkthat

doorwillbeItumelengornot.And

atleastthistimeIwasntasemotional.

Icouldntbehappierwhenmyeyes

metwithanangrylookingItumeleng

stormingoutofthedoorIwasnteven

expectinghimtocomeoutof.He

camestraighttomeandIjumpedup

frommychair,Iwenttohimandhe

gavemeatearyhug.Icriedeven

harder,Iknewheisgoingtowantto



hearthewholestoryandsayingit

overandoveragainhaswornmeout,

itsevenhardjusttosayitbutwhilein

mystepbrother'sarmandrealising

thatIwassafeIcouldntstopmyself

fromsaying:

"Theytookmyphone,they...they...

Hadagun."

"Itsokay,Iwillgetyourphoneback

andthosethugswillgostraightto

jail."Itumelengsaidmakinga

promiseIknowisjustacomfort.

Gettingmycellphonebackisjusta



dreamandIdontwanttocountonit.

ItumelengisinfactaColonel,he

threwhisweightaroundgiving

peopleorders.Hetoldthemthathe'll

handlemycasefromnowon,we

wenthomefollowedby2policeman.

Ineversawthepolicewomanthat

helpedmeearlier.WegothomeandI

hadtogivethe2officerstheboxthat

camewithmyphone.AftertheyleftI

tookahotbaththatItumelenghad

ranforme,afterthebathIwenttosit

onthecouchandwatchtv.Itumeleng

gavemeacupofcoffeewhilehe

cooked,hemademacaroniand



mince.Ididntfeellikeeatingbuthe

dishedupformeandforcedmeto

eat.Itookafewbiteswhilehe

watchedme.

"Imsureyoublamemeforthis?"he

started.Iputmyplateonthecoffee

tableandgavehimablanklook,I

knowheknowsthatIhatehimbutto

pinthisonhimwillbelowofme,"IfI

haventborrowedyoucar,you

wouldnthavetotakeataxiand

this..."



"Itumeleng,please...Letsnotgothere.

Wehavedifferencesbutthatdoesnt

meanIwillthinkthatofyou,you

camethroughformetodayandIam

gratefulforthat."

"Imgladyouthinkthat.Onemorebite

comeon..."hesaidsmillingatmeas

heliftedaforktomymouth.Iopened

upandate.

Iwantedtogotobedearlybut

Itumelengtoldmehehadcalleddad

soweshouldwaitupforhim.



"So,howareyouplanningongetting

myphoneback?"Iaskedhim.

"RICA,sincepeoplehavestarted

registeringSIMcardsitseasyto

traceaphone.Theytooktheboxfor

yourIMEInumbersandoncethe

personusingyourphoneinserttheir

SIMcardinyourphonewewillget

them."Itumelengexplained,hewent

onsayingallotherstuff.

"So,howmanyhaveyoucaught?"I

askedhim,helookedatmethen

laughed.Hetooktheplatestothe



kitchen.Ijustknewit,theyhaveall

thenecessaryequipmentbuttoolazy

todothework.Thiscouldstopcrime

completely!

HedidthedishesandIjustsatdown

watchingtv.IaskedhimifIcanuse

hisphone,herefusedandsaidhe'll

giveittomewhenheisdonewiththe

dishes.IdidntfeellikewaitingsoI

tookhisphoneanditneededa

password,Iputitbackonthecoffee

table.Afterhewasdonehecame

backandunlockedit.IcalledDineo

sincehehashercellphonenumber,it

rangandsheansweredwith:



"Heyboo!"

"Dineo,itsKelebogile."Isaidwithmy

voicecrackingup,IcriedagainasI

triedtotellherwhathappened.

Itumelengtookthephonefromme

andspoketoher.Hegotupandwent

totalktoheroutside.Thisisthe

mosttraumaticthingtoeverhappen

tomeaftermymom'sdeath,itwillbe

hardtogetover.

Itumelengcamebackandwhenhe

wasabouttositdownhisphonerang



again,heshowedittome.Itwasdad,

heanswereditandspokeforabit

thenhandeditovertome.

"Heisnotcoming,right?"Iasked

Itumelengwhojustlookedatme.

Igotupandwenttobed...

[8/26,8:49PM]Kelibo:Chapter57>>>

IthinkIamnolongerasimportantas

IthoughtIamtomydad,Ineedhim

andIamnotexpectinghimtosleep

overhereandbebymysideuntilIget



better.Ijustneedhimtobeherefor

me,IguessIamaskingfortoomuch.

ButIthinkIshouldbegladIhave

Itumeleng,Idontknowwhatwould

havehappenedifIwasalone.Myso

calledboyfriendalsowentMIA.

Iwentstraighttobedandlockedmy

room.IknowItumelengmightwant

tocomeandmakeexcusesformy

dad,Idontwanttohearanything

abouthim.Ithrewmyselfonthebed

andcried,Iamexhausted,thecrying,

thepolicestationandwhathappened

tometodaygottomeandjusttoput

thecherryontopmydaddoesnt



thinkanythingofit,tohimitsnothing.

JustlikeIsaidItumelengcame

knockingonmydoor,thanksbrofor

everythingbutpleasefornowletme

bealone.

"Lebo,pleaseopenthedoor.Iknow

youarehurtingandIamangryathim

too,pleaseopenthedoor."hesaid

beggingoutside.Ipulledthecovers

overmyheadandcriedharder."Okay,

Iamgoingtobedjustdontdo

anythingstupid."



IcriedmyselftosleepandIsleptvery

welleventhoughIhadacoupleof

dreamsabouttherobbery.Thenext

dayIwokefeelinglikethebiggest

foolever,whatiftheguntheyhad

wasnothingbutatoygun?Wouldnt

thatmeanIjustgavemyphoneaway

fornothing?MaybeIshouldhave

refusedandfoughtthem,itshardto

acceptthattheyjustrobbedmejust

likethat.

Itookoutapictureofmymomand

heldittomychest,Imissherso

much.WhenIlostherIalsolostmy

dad,thingschangedwhenshedied,



evenmydadchanged.Iunlockedthe

door,Iwantedtogotakeabathand

getreadyforworkbutIwasntupfor

it.Idontwanttobeoutthere...

Isatonthefloorstillholdingonto

mymom'spicture.

Itumelengknockedandwhenhe

didntgetananswerheopenedthe

door.Iwasntcrying,Ijustsatthere

staringintospace.Hesatwithme

andpulledmetohim,wesatthere

forafewminutesthenhetoldmeI

shouldgotakeabath.



"Whattimeisit?"Iaskedhim.Maybe

Icanmakeittowork,Idontknow.

"8:15"Hesaidlookingathiswrist

watch.Hehadapaperinhishand.

"Canyoupleasecalltheclinicandlet

themknowIcantcomein?"Iasked

Itumelengandallhedidwassmile

andhandthepapertome,Ilookedat

itanditwasaleaveformfromwork.I

lookedathimsurprisedthenhesaid:



"ImsorryIleftyouonyourown,I

poppedinattheclinicandspoketo

SisterBongiwe,shewasverynice

andunderstanding.Shegavemethe

formandsaidIcanbringitinlater."

Itooktheform,Bongiwedoesntdo

favoursforanybody.Itspublic

knoledgethatsheisintoBen10s,she

sleptwithherstepson-in-law(from

Bigboysandladiescorner)andnow

sheisintoItumeleng,she'llhavehim

overmydeadbodyshem!

Iwenttotakeabathandafterthat



ItumelengandIcleanedthehouse,

heevendidtheyard.Hewasreally

tryingtokeepmebusyandI

appreciateittoo.Ineededsome

distraction.Lateronhewenttodrop

offmyleaveformatwork,hetooka

whileandIwasgoingcrazybymyself

andwithoutaphoneitwaseven

worse.

Acarpulledoutside,Ihadexpected

Itumelengtowalkthroughthedoor

butitwasmydad.Iwassittingon

thecouchandwhenIsawhimIgot

up.



"Mybaby."hesaidandcametome.

HegavemeahugthatIhavelonged

for,heevenkissedmeonbothmy

cheeksjusttomakesureIwasalive.

Iwashappytoseehimtooand

knowingthathecaresjustmadethe

wholethingevenbetter.

Hewasntalone,hehadcomewith

hiswifeandtheirgirls.Theyalso

gavemehugs,wesatdownandthere

wasnoawkwardness,IfeltlikeIwas

withmylonglostfamilyandthiswas

areunion.Theyaskedmequestions



aboutyesterdayandIansweredwhile

sittingnexttomydad.

Itumelengcamebackwithanew

cellphoneforme.

"Iseeyouhavelostfaithinyourown

justicesystem."Iteasedhimas

everyonelaughedathim.Hehad

boughtmeasimcardsoIcandoa

simswap.Iaskedhimifhehadany

news,hesaidhe'llgoinlatertocheck.

Nthabi,Dineo,Mpho,Khumoand

Bongiwealsocametocheckonme,I



wassurprisedtoseeBongiwehere,

sheneverdoesanythingforanyone

elseunlessshebenefitssomething.

ButanywayIwasgladpeoplewere

hereandshowingsupport,Iwentto

bedangryatmydadandnowthathe

ishereIfeltlikeeverythingisgoingto

beokayeventhoughIcouldnt

dismissthefactthatwhenheleaves

hereheisgoingbacktohisfamily.

IwatchedItumeleng,hewas

distancinghimselffromhismomand

sisters.Iguesshewasrightwhenhe

saiditsjustmeandhimandthatwas

trueaswheneverybodyleftitwas



justmeandhim.Wecleanedupafter

everyonethenItumelengleftforthe

stationtocheckuponmycase.

Isataloneandwatchedtv,thenthere

wasaknockatthedoor.Iwentto

openanditwasGabs,hepulledmein

hisarmsandsaid:

"Hey,Iheard."
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IhavehadabetterdaysofarandI

thinkmynightisabouttobecome



evenbetter.IhavemissedGabsso

much,itwaslikeIhaventseenhimin

ageseventhoughIhadspendthe

nightwithhim.Iforgotabitaboutthe

robbery,Iforgotabouthisbabymama

andcherishedthemomentofbeing

inhisstrongarms,Ifeltsafeandat

home.

Iwentfromahugtokissinghim,he

seemedreluctanttothekissthough.

Istoppedandlookedathim,he

smiledatme.

"Gabs,whatswrong?"Iaskedhim.Is



thisgottodowithhisbabymama?

ShouldIeventellhimshewashere?

Well,shewaslookingforhim.

"Nothing,itsjustIamsorryabout

whathappenedtoyou."hesaid

lookingatmeasthoughhehasjust

touchedsomethingsoreonme.

"Itsokay,youareherenow."Isaid

pullinghimbacktome.Hekissedme

buthewasstillholdingback.Ipulled

away,"Gabskeeng?"

"Idontwanttofightwithyou,notnow,



okay."hesaid.

"Isthisaboutyourbabymama?"I

askedhim,Iamtheonewitha

problemherebutheisactingall

cagey.HestaredatmeasthoughI

justtoldhimtheskyisfallingandwe

areallabouttodie."Youknowwhat,

justleave."

Itriedtopushhimawaybuthepulled

mebackinhisarms,Ipulledmyself

outagainandthistimeheletmego.

"Whathasallthishavetowithmy



babymama?"heaskedme.Helooked

likehewouldblowupanytime.

"Shewashere."

"Whatdidshewant?Didshesay

anythingtoyou?"

"Shewaslookingforyou?"

"Thatsit?"

"Whatdoyoumeanthatsit?"Iasked

searchinghisfaceforananswer.Did



hesendherhere?Hewalkedinand

wenttositonthecouch.IfIdidnt

wantanswersfromhimIwouldhave

broughthimaglassofwater,he

lookedpaleandabitdryedout.

"WehadafightaboutMbali,your

namecameupand...itsallabig

mess."hesaidcuppinghischeeksin

hishands.

"Youmeansheliedtomeabout

comingheretolookforyou?"

"Shemighthaveplussheisfriends



withmyneighbours,theymusthave

toldhersomething."Well,shedidsay

somethingabouttheneighbours.I

dontcareaboutheranyway,Ijust

dontwantanycompetitioninmylife

especiallyfromababymama,they

arehistory.Heshouldconcentrateon

movingonwithme.

"Idontcarewhatyourissuesarejust

dontgetmeinvolved.Idontwantto

dealwithherGabs."Isaid.Ihave

enoughproblemsasitisandIjust

wanthimonly,Ihaveacceptedhis

daughter,thatshouldbeenough.



"Youareonetotalk,youare

forgettingthatIsatbackasyoubuilt

arelationshipwithKing.Ifhewalks

throughthatdoorrightnowIwill

havetohide,isntthatso?"hespoke

fumingandhewasnowstandingup,

heevenwalkedtome.

"Thatisdifferent."

"Howso?"



"Kgosidoesntknowaboutyouandhe

doesntevenintimidateyou."Isaid

tryingtoputthedifferenceoutthere

forhim.

"So,youdonttrustmeright?You

thinkIwillgobacktoher?Iloveyou

andwillingtoshareyouwithanother

manbutyoujustwantmetositand

wait."

"Whatdoyoumeannow?Doyoualso

wanttoseeotherpeople?"

"Thatwouldntbeabadidea



consideringIhavetheworstpartof

thisdeal."

IdoloveGabrielbuthecanbeso

meanattimes,Ididntaskhimtodo

this.Hebeggedmetogivehima

chance,hepromisedhewonthurtme

butIguessedallmenarethesame.If

theydontdisappear,theycheaton

youandexpectyoutobeokaywith

allthat.He'sbeingunfairandhe

knowsit.

"YouagreedtoallthisGabriel."



"YesIdidbutyoudidnthavea

problemwithmydaughtereitherand

acceptinghershouldhavemadeyou

realisethatshehasamotherwho

wontsitandwatchasweplayhappy

family."

Iwentquite,maybehewasrightbut

canthegetridofher?Icanthandle

anotherwomaninhislife,Iamnot

goodwithcompetitionsandIdotrust

himbutIdontknowabouther.

"Ithinkweshouldtakeabreakjustto

getourprioritiesstraight."hesaid



hurtingmefurtherbutmaybeheis

right.

"Ithinksotoo."Isaidtohim.He

lookedatmeabitsurprised,Icould

tellheexpectedmetofighthim.Iam

justtiredoffightingandcrying,Ijust

wantabitofpeaceinmylife.Iwant

tostartnextyearwithafreshbreeze.

"No."Gabssaidandpulledmetohim,

hekissedmeasheheldmyfacewith

bothhishandsandpulledonmylips.

Ikissedhimbackandwrappedmy

armsaroundhisneck.Weareboth



confused!

"Ahem."camebehindGabs.We

quicklyletgo,itwasItumelengand

hewaslaughingatus.Hehadsome

papersinhishand.HimandGabs

greetedeachotherlikeoldbuddies,I

lookedfromonetotheotherhoping

foranexplanation.Ifoundoutlater

thanGabsheardfromItumeleng

abouttherobberybutstillIdontget

theirsocalledfriendship.

LateronIleftwithGabstohishouse.

HewenttotakeashowerwhileI



watchedtv,afewminuteslaterthere

wasaknockatthedoor.Gabsasked

metogoopen,Ididanditwas...

Ntombi...

Round2...
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ThereisnothingIhatethananex

whoisrefusingtomoveon,agirlas

beautifulasNtombihasabsolutely

hundredofguysafterher.Gabsis

movingonoratleasthe'strying,with



me.Sheshouldtakethatasahint

andgofindherselfaboyfriend,Idont

wantheraroundGabs,sheisathreat,

andaveryarmedone.Havingachild

withGabsgivesherenoughto

sidelineme,achildisaverystrong

weapon.Seeingherforthe2ndtime,

thegirllooksbettereverytimeIlay

myeyesonher.Shewaswearinga

simplefloraldressandsandalsbut

shelookedlikeamilliondollars.We

werebothlookingateachasthough

toseewhichoneisbetter,Ifelt

defeatedalready.

"Babe,whoisit?"Gabsshoutedfrom



theshowermakingusrealisethatwe

werestarringateachother.Shedidnt

evengreetme.Iwasabouttoshout

hernametohimbutshewalkedin

andwentstraighttothebathroom,I

followedher.Shestoodoutsidethe

bathroomdoorandwent:

"Gabby?"

Gabby?Thatsniceandshort,why

haveIneverthoughtofthat?

"Itsme."sheadded.



"Ntombi?"Gabsasked.Hesoundeda

bitsurprisedwhileintheshower,he

wentquietthenafterafewminutes

openedthebathroomdoor.Hecame

outdrippingwaterandhadcovered

hislowerpartwithatowel.

"Youcanwipeyourselfwithyour

towelinfrontofus,Iamsureyouare

hidingnothingintherethatmeand

yourladyfriendhaveneverseen

before."shespokewhilelaughing,

sheturnedtomeandwinkedatme.I

didntlikethatandshewashavinga



blast,Ihopehenevertoldherthatwe

donthavesex.Shewastalkingasif

shewasmakingjokesbutIknowher

likes,shewasdroppingpunchlines.

Gabriellookedabitembarassed.I

knowheiscomfortablewithhisbody

aroundthe2ofusbutthiswasjust

makingthingsawkward,heshould

havestayedinthebathrooandspoke

toherbehindthedoor.NowIknow

shewasseeingwhatIwasseeing

andimaginingwhatIwasimagining.

"Ntombi,whatdoyouwant?"he

askedhersoundingabitannoyed.I

wasannoyedtooatbothofthem.



"Isthattherightwaytotalktothe

motherofyourchild?YouknowIonly

comeherebecauseofmydaughter,

noneedtoembarassmeinfrontof

yournewchick."shespokewithan

attitudeasifdaringmetosay

something.FirstshecalledmeGabs'

ladyfriend,nowIamhischick.She

wantsmetosaysomethingtoher

andIwontgiveherthesatisfaction.

Shecancallmewhatevershewants

itwontchangethefactthatIamthe

oneinGabriel'slifeandIamgoingto

touchthatfleshthatsdrippingof

water.IfshewasnthereIwouldhave



donethatalongtimeago.

"Iwillbeinthetvroom."Isaidand

walkedawayfromthem.Shehates

mealreadyandIdontlikehereither

soIamgoingtobethebiggerperson

andgiveherherspace.Ihavemyfull

trustinGabs.

Ididntevenswitchonthetv,Icould

hearthemtalkingeventhoughI

couldntexactlyhearwhattheywere

saying.IknowIaminthistoodeep

andtheideaofanotherwomaninthe

pictureisnotappealingtomesois



leavingGabs.Ithinktheybothstill

haveuresolvedissuesbetweenbutI

thinkitsthecasewithbabymamas

theynevergiveupandmoveon

withoutdrama.ButIdidntreally

expectthekindofbehaviourfrom

suchaclassygirl.

Idontknowiftheyweredoneornot

butNtombicametothetvroomand

satdown.Shesatherselfnicelyon

thecouchandlookedatme,Iwas

huggingacushionandalsostarredat

her.AgainIwillsay,inmylifetimeI

haveneverdoubtedmybeautyor

bodybuttodayIthinkIhavemetthe



champofitall.Iwasuncomfortable

anduneasyaroundher.

"Thoughtyoucameinheretowatch

tv."shesaidorasked,Idontknow

butshewasbeinghermeanself

again.

"AsyoucanseeIamnotwatching."I

calmlyansweredherwithasmile.

Shelookedawayandplacedher

handsonherlap.Itwassomethingto

watchher,shedideverything

gracefully.Iwonderwhatitwouldbe

liketofighther,Iwouldgoforthat



beautifulexpensivelookingweave.

Westoppedlookingateachotheras

shewentthroughherphoneandI

switchedonthetv.Gabswalkedin

fullyclothedandsmellingnice.He

lookedatmewithasmile,Ismiled

back.Hesatnexttomeandlooked

atNtombi.

"IknowIsaidIwasleavingbutI

waitedforyoutofinishsoIcan

apologiseforbudgingin,Ididntknow

youhadcompany.NexttimeIwillcall,

Ipromise."shesaidwithherusuall



smile.Shewasntsincere,Iswearit!

JustputtingupashowforGabs.

"ItsfineNtombi,youcangonow."

Gabssaidtoher.Shehesitatedatbit

asGabsandIlookedather.Before

shegotupshe"accidentally"flipped

herdressanditopenedshowingabit

ofherpussyassheopenedherlegs

togetup.Shewent:

"Oooops!"asshelaughed.

IlookedatGabswhoprentendednot

tohaveseenanything.Thoseeyes



werelying...

"BeforeIgo,Idonthaveplansfor

NewYear'sEve.CanImaybejoinyou

guys?"

Igiveup...

[8/26,8:49PM]Kelibo:Chapter60>>>

IloveGabs,Ireally,reallydobutif

thisrelationshipmeansheiscoming

withherandallthisdramaIdont

thinkIcandoit.Iknowtheyalso

havetobeciviltoeachotherbut



doesithavetobelikethis,spending

everyminutetogetherandher

droppingineverytimeshefeelslikeit.

Iwanttobehappyandhavenofear

ofsomeonelikeherstealingmyman

behindmyback.Sheisbeautifuland

anysanemanwouldntturnherdown

forsexifsheoffered.

Gabslookedatmeforapproval,like

reallynow?Idontevenknowwhat

ourplansareforThursday,allIknow

isthatIamgoingtobewithGabs

thatnightbutitlookslikethatwont

happen,notwithhisexlurking

around.Sheisbeingdesperateand



needy,tryingplaylonely.Shecan

spendNewYear'sEveonherown,

shewontbethefirstorlast.Andits

unfairofGabstolookatmeforan

answer,ifhedoesntwantherwithus

hecantellthattoherbutifitsonme

Ihavenochoicebuttoagree.Icant

dothis,Ididntsignupforsomuch

headaches.

"MaybeIshouldleavesothe2ofyou

cantalkthisthrough."Isaidand

walkedtothedoorpassingher

lookingatmeasthoughtshefelt

sorryforme.Mxm,ifshedidshe

wouldntbeheretryingtoforce



herselfbetweenus.Icanseeright

throughher.

"Lebo,please..."Gabssaidbehindme.

Wow,earlieronwhenhedidntknow

shewashereIwasbabybutnowI

amLebo.Tellmeifthatsoundsright.

"No,lethergo.Ithinksheneedstobe

aloneandtakethisin."Ntombisaid.

Itwaslikeshewasbeingthoughtfull

butdeepdownsheknewwhatshe

wasonabout.Eventhosewords

mademethinkleavingthemboth

alonewasnotagoodidea.Shehad



madeherfirstmoveearlierby

flippingherdresstoshowofher

pussyormaybetoshowGabswhat

heismissing,Iamnotgoingtolet

herplangoon.

"Bonaifyoudontwantherherewith

usitsfine,itsyourcall."Gabssaid,I

knowhewastryingtosolvea

problembutsomehowitsoundedlike

hewastryingtomakemefeelbad.I

lookedatNtombi,shelookedlikeshe

couldntwaittogetmeoutofhere.I

amnotgoingtogiveherwhatshe

wants,shethrewitallawaywhenshe

hadthechance,nowitsmyturn.I



wentbacktoGabrielandwrappedmy

armaroundhiswaistshowingherhe

ismine.

"Itsfine,shecanspendNewYear's

Evewithus,afterallwearedoingthis

forMbali."Isaidfakingasmilejustto

putupanexcitementforGabs.

Ntombilookedboredandpissedat

me,shedidntexpectmetoactlike

this.Herplanbackfiredinherface

andIamgoingtousethismomentto

myadvantage,Iamgoingmakeher

seethatGabsandIaremeantfor

eachotherandthereisnothingshe

candotous.IjusthopeIdontregret



thisbynextyear.

"Areyousure?"GabsaskedmeandI

toldhimyes.Helookedhappy,dont

knowifitwasbecauseNtobiisgoing

tobewithusorthatIwasbeing

consideratebuteitherwayIamgladI

wasmakinghimhappy.

"Thanksandyouwontregretit."

Ntombisaid,shesaidgoodnightand

walkedoutthedoorleavingthesmell

ofherexpensiveperfumebehind.As

soonassheleftGabskissedmeas

hepushedmetothecouch.Ihad



waitedforthismomentsinceNtombi

walkedinherebutIamnotupforit

anymore,sheruinedit.

"You...Are...The...Best!"Gabssaid

eachwordwithakissesonmyneck,

faceandchest.Ja,thebestfor

lettingyourbabymamagatecrash

ourplans.

"Gabs,howlongarewegoingtodo

this?"Iaskedhim,stoppinghimfrom

kissingme.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?The



sex?"heaskedgettingoffme.Hesat

onthecouchandlookedatme.

"NoGabs,Iamtalkingaboutyourex,

Ntombi."Ipointedoutforhimbuthe

seemedconfused.IguessIhaveto

explaineverythingtohimandcome

outthemonsterintheend,clearlyhe

doesntseeaproblemwithher

presencearoundus.Hejuststaredat

meandshookhisheadasasignof

notunderstanding.Itriedtoexplain,

"Gabsbaby,Iknowyouhaveachild

withNtombiandmaintaininga



relationshipwithher..."Isaidbuthe

interruptedme,

"Whatisyourpointexactly?"

"IknowImightupsetyoubut..."

"Justsayit!"heshoutedatme.

"Idontwanttofightwithyou,maybeI

shouldleave."Isaidgettingup.

"Wait,dontgo."hesaidpullingme

backbyarm.Isaiddown."Iknowand



understandthatNtombibeinghere

nowandthendoesntsitwellwithyou.

IshouldhaveseenthatbeforeIeven

expectedyoutoagreetoherjoining

usonThursday.Iwillcallherandtell

herwechangedourplans."hesaid.

Reallynow?Wouldntthatmakeme

happy?Itwont,itwouldonlymake

mefeelguilty.ItwouldbelikeIam

comingbetweenthem.

"No,itsfine.Itwouldberudeto

cancel."Isaid.

"Ihopeyouarenotdoingthisjustfor



me."

Itookadeepbreathinandreassured

himthatIwasonlydoingwhatsright.

"Okay,Ihadalongdayatworkand

wanttogotobed.Areyousleeping

over?"

Iamnotleavinghissidetonight...
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Igotintobednakedhopingtoplay

aroundbeforefallingasleepbutGabs



fellasleeptheminutehisheadhitthe

pillow,Ididntevengetthechanceto

saygoodnightproperly,wellhedid

sayhewastired.Istayedupinbed

withthelightsoff,Icouldntfall

asleep.SomethingaboutGabsand

Ntombicouldntescapemymind.I

havenodoubtthatGabswould

choosemeoverher,ifonlyIcould

makehimhappy.Iknowwhatitis

thatIhavetodotokeepGabsbymy

sideforeverbutissexreallygoingto

buildus?Idontwanttodoitunder

pressure.Heisagreatguyandallbut

Idontwanttoregretgivingitmyall

forNtombitocrashitanditwillbeall



fornothing.

Idontunderstandwhysheisback

andtryingsohardtowinGabsover,

havingachildwithsomeonedoesnt

makeyoutheireverlastinglove.I

wishGabssawthingsmywayand

talktoher,heistheonlyonewhocan

putanendtoallthis.

IdontknowwhattimeIfellasleep

butwhenIwokeupIwasallalonein

bed.Therewasabreakfasttrayon

topofthedrawer,Iwenttookitand

startedtoeat.Therewasanote,



'Ihadtorushtotheoffice,hopeyou

arenotmadatme.Iwillgetmykeys

fromyoulater.'

IdontthinkIwasmad,Ijustfelt

emptyespeciallyafterthenightwe

had.Wesharedabedbutitwasabit

coldashedidntholdmeordo

somethingthatshowedthatwewere

fine.Hopewearefineandifweare

notIblameNtombi.

Iatemybreakfast,madethebedand

cleanedup.Iwastemptedtogo



throughhisthingsandseeifIcould

findanything.WhatifIdofind

something,whatthen?Ishookmy

headasIfoughtwiththatidea,I

shouldneverthinklikethat.Gabsisa

manandhehasapastthathas

nothingtodowithmeandheleftme

herebecausehetrustsme.Itookmy

cellphone,keys,lockedhishouseand

wenthome.Icheckedifhis

neighbourswerewatchingandof

coursetheycouldntresist.

Itumelenghadleftandhealsoleft

meanote,



'Haventhadanyleads,bepatientwe

willgetsomethingsoon.'

Gosh,howlongdoesittaketosella

stolencellphone?Ithrewthenotein

thebinandwalkedaroundthehouse

asmymindwondered.Thisisgoing

tobealongdayonmyownandwith

nothingtodo.HowImissKgosi,

whereareyouthough?Igetthis

weirdfeelingeverytimeIthinkofhim,

hopeheisokaywhereverheis...

DayswerefastapproachingNew



Year'sEve,planswerecoming

togetherbetweenItumelengand

Gabs,theyseemtogetalonglikea

houseonfire.Theyevenincluded

Mpho,Ihadtoconvincehimto

forgivemeforgettinghiswifedrank

butIcouldntpromisenevertoshare

adrinkwithheragain.

Thegirlstookcareofotherthings

likefoodandotherpettythings.It

wasme,Khumo,Nthabi,andDineo.I

didntwanttoinvolveNtombi,Itold

thegirlsaboutherandDineojust

went:



"Shebetterstayawayfromyourman

includingminetoootherwiseshe

wontsee2016."

TrustDineotobethiscrazy.Well,at

leastIknowshehadmyback.The

girlsmetGabs,KhumoandDineo

saidhewastherightguybutNthabi

wantedtomeetKgosibeforeshe

coulddecideifGabswasindeedMr

Right.Likeshecantellthedifference!

Weallwentshoppingfornewclothes

eventhoughIhadaclosetthatis

abouttocrambledownwithclothes,



maybenextyearIshoulddonatetoa

worthycourse.

Thethrilloforganisingthewhole

thingwastooexcitingplusIhada

planonhowtoenter2016witha

bangandImeanWITHABANG!AndI

amhopingnooneruinsitformeand

bythatImeanNtombi.Ifonlythere

wasakorobelathatchasespeople

awayIwoulddefinetlybuyitjustfor

her,nomatterthecost.Sherubsme

upthewrongwayandgetsinmyway

too.



ThroughouttheexcitementIdidnt

getthechancetoaskNthabiabout

Vuyo,sheseemedexcitedandhappy

you'dswearshehadnoworriesinthe

world.Butwelleveryoneisalways

excitedaroundthistime,anywayI

justwanttoseemyselfsaying

goobyetothehorribleyearthatwas

2015.

FinallyThursdayarrivedandeveryone

didtheirpartinputtingthings

together.Gabshadtoclearoutone

ofthebedroomsinhishousetostore



thebooze,hisbathtubwasturned

intoafridgeastheboozewasputin

therealongwiththeice.

Soletsbeginwiththecountdown...

10hoursbeforemidnightDineowas

alreadyshowingsignsofbeinghigh,

sowegavehercoffeeandforcedher

tosleep,sheneededtosoberupabit,

otherwiseshewontevenknowhow

shegotto2016.Nthabileftwith

Itumelengtogogetfirecrackers,

everyonehadforgottenthatbut

Khumoremembered.Sheandher



husbanddrovebacktotheirhouseto

getready4thebignight.

6hoursleft...

ItwasjustGabsandmeinthehouse.

Wesatonthecouchandrestedour

feetonthecoffeetable.Itsbeena

longday...

"Somababywhatareyourplansfor

nextyear?"Gabsaskedme.

IsmiledathimasIstuckmyhandin



mybraandcameoutwithapackof

condoms..

OHHHHYEAH!!!
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IthinkIhavebeenholdingbackfor

toolonganditstimeIgaveGabshis

cookie,thereisnopointinrefusingto

giveittohim.Ihavelethiminmy

heartandheseemsseriousaboutus,

Ifeelreadyanditsnotbecauseof

thatNtombibitchwhoistryingto

stealhimfromme.Iamdoingthis

becauseIwantto,thereisnothing



holdinghimbackanymore.Kgosiis

goneandIdontseechancesofhim

comingback,Icantkeepwaitingfor

him.Iguessthelastmoneyhegave

mewasforagoodbye,Kgosi'sstyle.I

misshimthoughbutIthinkIshould

cutmylosesandmoveon.Ineedto

givemoretogetmorefromGabs.

Isntthatwhatrelationshipsareabout,

50/50?

Gabs'eyeswidened,Ieventhought

theywouldpopout.ForamomentI

almostthoughtIhadbeenforward

butIcouldseetheexcitement

buildingupinhim.



"Canwestartnow,itsjustthe2of

us."hesaidlookingaroundjustto

makesureandconvinceme.Hewas

thinkinglikeanaughtyhornyboy,I

couldntwaittoo.Hewasrightthough,

Dineowassleepingatmyhouse,we

shouldbeexpectingtheothers

anytimesoonbutfornowitwasjust

the2ofusandsomeoftheguests

wehaveinvitedhaventarrivedyetbut

asmuchasIwantedGabsrightthere

andthenIwantedtowait.IknowI

amgoingtomakeitworththewait

andIamsurehe'llalsodohispart.



"Allingoodtimeloverboy."Isaid

pushingthecondomsbackintomy

bra.Hepoutedhislipsatme,I

laughedashebroughtthemtome.

Wekissedashepulledmetohim,

pressingmybodyagainsthis.Itwas

astrongkissthatsaid"Iwantyou

now",Irespondedtoitwiththesame

forceasmybreathingandbody

changed.Hewassendingme

messagesthroughthekiss,hestuck

histongueasfarasitwouldgoinmy

mouth,arousingthosedeepfeelings,

awakeningthem.Itwashecticandif

wearenotcarefulwewillendup



nakedrightherewhereeveryonewill

findus.

"Heybathong,itstooearlyto

celebratenewyear!"Nthabishouted

assheandItumelengcamethrough

thedoor.SeewhatImeam?

PullingawayfromGabswasthe

hardestthingasIwasreallyhorny

andmaybeIwasabouttogiveinbut

wehadcompany,welaughedalong

withNthabieventhoughitwas

embarrassing.Itumelengdidnteven

dareshowaglimpsofhisteeth,he



lookeddisgustedasthoughhejust

caughtmeredhandedshoplifting

andwasabouttoarrestme.Acting

allbrotherlylike.Hecantactlikethat

whenheisprobablydoingmorethan

kissingwithDineo.

IavoidedhimasNthabicalledme

outside,Ithinkshealsosaw

Itumeleng'sfaceandwassavingme

fromhim.Shesaidshewantedto

showmesomethingonherphone,

wewenttositoutsidenexttohercar.

Ithoughtshehadcalledmeouther

forsomefunnyvideoorsomething

that'sgottowiththespiritofnew



yearbutwhenIlookedatherphone

therewasanSMS,

'Hopeyouhaveawonderfulnewyear

andmayitbringanewbeginningfor

usall.IstillloveyouNthabi.'

Ididnthavetoguesswhoitwasfrom

andwiththewayNthabiwassmiling

itwasclearshewasagreeingwith

him.MaybeIamstupidanddont

knownothingaboutlovebutthis

doesntseemideal.Nthabicando

betterandsheistoosmarttobe

dribbledlikethis.



Igaveherherphoneback,she

expectedmetosaysomethingbutI

couldnt.Ijustdontwanttoruin

tonightandgettothenewyearwith

nofriends,thiswaswrongandI

wantedsobadlysayit,shewont

listen.Sheisaverystrongwoman

butatthismomentsheisnotusing

herstrenghttothinkstraight.

Wesatthereforanhournotdoing

anythingexceptgossipingand

laughinglikecrazy,itwasabeautiful

evenningaswewatchedItumeleng



andGabsmakingaplaceforthe

fireworksontheground.Everytime

Gabslookedmywayhewouldblow

mekissesandIwouldblowthem

back.Itwasfunbutitseemedto

annoyItumelengevenmore,dont

care,heaintmykeeper.Iguessthe

sexmovewasworkinginmyfavour.

Nthabiaskedforaglassofwinethat

Itumelenggavetoher.Iwanttoparty

hardtonightbutalcoholwasntonmy

listofpartyingingredients,Iwanta

clearheadformyspecialnightwith

Gabs.Everytimethinkingaboutitjust

gotmemoistbetweenmythighs,



hopeIlasttillmidnight,itsreallyhard,

especiallysinceImstartingtotake

everythinghedoesassexy.

Ourguestswerestartingtoarrive,the

ladieswerealldressedupandmade

upforthenight.Nthabialsowentto

myhousetogetready,Ilooked

aroundforNtombi.Iwanttoseehow

shelooksbeforeIgetready,Iwantto

topherlookandmakethegreatest

entrance.Itlookedlikeshewasnt

hereyetanditwas4hoursto

midnight,sheisgoingtostealmy

shinekaModimo.Myplanisnt

comingtogether.



IsawGabswalkingtowardsmebut

hestoppedtoanswerhisphone.I

wenttohimandwhenIgottohimhe

hangupandsaid,

"ItsNtombi,shesaidhercarbroke

downintown."

Likeseriouslynow,whodrivesa

skorokorokadi31tsaDecember...???
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Ntombiisplayingaverytoughgame,



keepingupistough,sheissneaky

andsmartIgottogivethattoher.All

Idoisplansmallthingslikehaving

sexwithamanjusttokeephim,

everybodycandothat..Ntombiis

abouttosnatchmymanrightinfront

ofmewithhersneakyplanbutthe

lasttimeIcheckedhercardidntlook

olderthanayear,sheislyingandI

guessGabsdoesntseethat.MaybeI

shouldjustgiveuponhim,ifhecant

saynotohisexIshouldntreallybe

hangingaround.Givingupisnot

somethingthatIwant,Ijustwantto

bewiththemanIlove,no

complications,noex.



ThewayGabslookedIjustknewhe

wantedtobeherhero.Alreadythings

arenotgoingmyway.

"Ihavetogohelpher."hesaidasif

testingmetoseehowIwouldreact.I

lookedawayanddidntsayaword,I

wantedtoscreamathimandtellhim

tostopbeingherpuppet,therewere

peoplearoundusIcouldntdothat.

"Pleaseunderstand,sheisoutthere

onherownanditslate."

"Godowhatyouhavetodo."Isaid



andwalkedawayfromhim.Iwontbe

abletochangehismindevenifItry.

Babymamacomesfirstthen

girlfriendlater,IhopeIamnotgoing

tobemadethesidechick.

Hegrabbedmebyarmandpulledme

backtohim,

"Baby,gohomefreshenupandIwill

bebackinnotimeforourbignight."

hesaidthenkissedmyforehead.

"WhydontyougowithItumelengor

Mpho,anyoftheguyshere?"Iasked.



IdonttrustNtombi,shehasplansfor

GabsIswear.Icanfeelitdeepdown,

GabsandIarenotgoingtohavesex

tonight.

"Peopleareheretocelebratebabes,I

cantexpectthemtocomewithmeto

pushcarsandgetalloily."

Ohwow!Sohedoesntminddoing

that?Goingalloutforhisex,Ntombi

mustbeareallygoodmothertobe

treatedlikethisbutthelasttimeI

checkedshesawherchildoncea

month.



"Youpromisetobebackbefore12?"

"YesandIhavetohurrynow."hesaid

ashequicklykissedmethenwentto

talktotheguys.Iwatchedhimashe

wenttohiscaranddroveoff.He

couldntwaittogettoherandIbet

Ntombihadnooneelsetocallother

thanGabs.

Iwenttositonmyown,Ilookedat

myphoneanditwas3andhalfhours

lefttomidnight.Peopleweredancing

andsingingalongtothesongswhileI



satbymyselfandfeltsorryfornot

takingGabsfarawayfarfrom

Ntombi.

"Sis."Iheardavoice,itwas

Itumeleng'svoiceashestoodnextto

mewithhishandsspreadout.GoshI

neededthat,Igotupandwenttohim.

Hegavemealonghug."Gabstold

me,doyoutrusthim?"

"Yes."Iansweredhim.

"Goodbutifhedaresbreakyour

heart,Iwillbreakeverybonehehas



onhisbody."

Iwantedtolaugh,isthiswhatbig

brothersdo?Protectstheirlittle

sisters?

Hewalkedmehomeuntilatthegate,

hewentbacktotheparty.Igottomy

houseandfoundNthabijustaboutto

finishgettingready,shewasfixing

herhair.Shewaswearingyellow

skinnyjeansandawhitevest,she

lookedbeautiful.Beingsinglewas

changingher.Isatonthebedand

staredatmyphone,Iwantedtocall



Gabsandaskhimhowfarhewasbut

wouldntthatsoundneedy?

"Who'ssupposetocall?"Nthabi

askedlookingatmethroughthe

mirror.ItoldheraboutNtombi'scall

andthatGabsrushedtoherrescue,

shelistenedasshefinishedgetting

ready.Shecameandsatnexttome

onthebedandheldmyhand.

"Icantellyouarenothappyabout

that."shesaid,sheknowsme.Sheis

likemyoldersister.



"SheplannedthisNthabi,shewantto

haveGabsforherselftonight."Isaid

andstartingtoregisterherdevious

planinmymind.

"Takeitasatestmyfriend.Ifhe

comesbackbeforemidnightlikehe

promisedthenyouguysaremeantto

be,forgetaboutNtombi.Butifhe

doesnt..."

"Icant,Iwont."

"Iknow,justhavefaith."Nthabisaid

asshegavemeahug.Shestoodup



andwalkedtothedoor,welookeda

eachotherforalongtimebeforeshe

blewmeakissandleft.

Igotupfromthebedandtookmy

newclothes,Ihadboughtthem

becauseIwantedtoshoweveryone

whatafashionistaIambutsuddenly

thatfeltoverthetop.Mostladiesat

thepartylookedstylishbuttheywere

simple,Ipackedthemawayandtook

outmyoldclothes.IlaidtheonceI

likedonthebedandfinallysettledfor

blueskinnyjeans,andawhiteloose

satintopwithshortsleeves.IknowI

amgoingtolookgood.



"Hey,"Dineosaidpeekingthroughthe

door,sheevenscaredme."What

timeisit?Ididntsleeptillnewyear

didI?"

"No,Dineo..."

"Good,letmegotakeashower."she

saidandbeforeIcouldstophershe

wasalreadyinthere.

SoIwentinandtookabathwhileshe

showered.Shefinishedbeforeme



andevenleft.

BythetimeIfinisheditwas2hours

beforemidnightandtherewas

nothingfromGabs.Igotreadyinthe

bedroombusycheckingmyphone

andbythecornerofmyeyeIsawmy

bedroomdoorslowlyopening...

Atallfigureappeared...

Gosh...

Kgosi...
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Iopenedmymouthandtriedto

speakbuttheonlythingIdidwas

sigh,Ieventriedscreaminginshock,

Icouldhavejumpedathimbut

rememberedwhothisis,itsKgosithe

notsoloudguywhoIhavetotake

ordersfrom.Yes,Iwashappytosee

him,Ilovehimbuthe'sabandoned

meandmademewaitforsomething

thatIdidntknowwasgoingtocome.

Hestoodtherelookingatmewithhis

usuallook,hiseyesaseversharp,I



couldntstareatthemforlong.He

lookedabitdifferenttonight,nothis

usualsuitandtieorbulgygym

clothes,heworeajeanandagolf

tshirt.Ididntknowhecouldbethis

casual.

Hewalkedinandclosedthedoor

behindhim,Iwasinmyredmatching

silkunderwear.Ihaveanighttolook

forwardtoandKgosiisnotpartofit,I

havemadeplanstomoveonbut

watchinghimasheslowlywalked

towardsmetingledmeinplaceshe

onlycanawaken,placesthatIwas

readytoexplorewithGabs.Itfeltas



thoughsomethinginmewasbeing

released,everythingthatIeverfeltfor

himcameback.

Ifoughthardtokeepmyeyesaway

fromhisbigcoldstare,hewas

hypnotisingme.Hestoodright

infrontofme,ourbodiestouching.I

thinkhecouldhearmyheartbeat

whichwasgoingcrazybynow,I

lookeddown.Heplacedhishandon

myjawsandturnedmyhead,Iwas

lookingathimasheplacedhiswarm

drylipsonmine.Heslowlykissedme

forcingmetorespond.



"Ihavemadeplansforus."hesaid

withhislipsstillonmine.Iwantedto

getangryandprotestbutthereis

onlyafewminuteslefttomidnight

andIdontwanttofighttillnextyear.

Hesteppedbackandlookedatme,it

wasasifhewasrealisingnowwhatI

waswearing.IlovethewayKgosi

looksatme,itkindamakesmefeel

sexyanditturnsmeon.

Hewaswaitingforananswerfrom

me,Ilookedatmyphonethatwason



thebed.Gabsisnevergoingtocall,I

decidedtoputonmyclothesand

forgetaboutGabs.Maybehis

babymamaiskeepinghimbusybut

beforeIgowithKgosiIwantedto

knowwhereGabsissoIcandecide

whethertoleaveornot.Itookmy

phoneandwenttothebathroom,I

calledhim3timesandhedidntpick

up.Thatsit,IamgoingwithKgosi.I

wenttothebedroomtoKgosi.

Weleftthehouseandtonighthewas

drivingawhiteDodgechallenger.We

droveonvanderHoffroadasifwere

goingtoBrits.Itwassoquiteinthe



carbutafewminuteslaterheplayed

theradio.

ThefactthatKgosileftwithouta

wordandcamebackthesameway

wasbuggingme,Iwantedtoknow

wherehehasbeenandwherewe

stand.Idontwantthisrelationshipto

benefithimonly,Idontwanttobehis

weekendspecial.Istaredoutthe

windowontheway,hekepton

touchingmyhandandkissingit.

SomethinghadchangedaboutKgosi,

hewasneverthistouchytouchyin

thecar.



IdofeelbadaboutGabsbutIdont

thinkheisthinkingaboutmeright

now,otherwisehewouldhavecalled.

Evenifhewasntcomingbackand

wantedtospendthenightwithhera

liewouldhavealsoworked.Butwhat

ifsomethinghappenedtohim?I

couldntstopstaringatmyphone,I

evenhaditonvibration.

AndIthinkwefinallygottoour

destinationasthecarstoppebut

therewasnothingappealinghere,

thereweretreesandgrasses



everywhere.DidIreallyleaveagood

partyforthis,hehadparkedinthe

middleofthesmallroadwewere

drivingon.

"Arewethereyet?"Iasked.

"Yes."hebrieflyanswered.

"Icannotbelievethis."Isaidlooking

outintothedarkness.Hedidntmove

orsayanything,myphonevibrateand

itwashardtohideitevenifIwanted

to,itwasinmyhand.Ilookedatit,I

breathedasighofrelieveseeingit



wasNthabi.

"Myfriendwhereareyou?Iwentto

thehousetocheckforyouandnowI

ambackattheparty."shesaid.

"Nthabi,Iamnotcomingtotheparty

anymore."IsaidtoNthabimakingit

obvioustoKgosithatIhadplans,life

almostmovedonwithouthim.

"Why,whathappened?DidGabscall

you?"



"No,NthabiIwillcallyoutomorrow.

TellmybrothernottoworryIam

fine."

"Kelebogile,youarescarringme.

Hopeyoudidntdoanythingstupid."

shesaidandIjusthangupandeven

switchedoffmyphone.

"Youhadplansforthenight?"Kgosi

asked.

"Yes."



"Youdidntsay."

"DidIhavechoice?"

"No."hesaidthenwebothwentquiet.

ImissedKgosibutIwishIwasnt

herenow,thisnightisnotmynight.

Itsgoingtoturnbad.

"Look,justspendthisfewminutes

withmeandIwilltakeyoubackif

youwantto."hesaidafterthelong

silence,thatcomingfromKgosi

actuallysurprisedme.Hewas

somehowbeingconsiderate...



Wesatinhiscaruntil00:00midnight

thenaroundusfirecrackersstarted

blowingup.Itwasthemostbeautiful

thingIhaveeverseen.Theirnoise,

thewaytheshotup...

Igotoutofthecarandsmelled

them...

Kgosistoodbehindme,Iturnedto

himandsaid:

"HAPPYNEWYEAR!"



Hepulledmetohimandkissedme...
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Itfeelsgoodandidealtobebackin

Kgosi'sarmsbutthereissomuch

thatwehavetodealwith,apartfrom

wantingtoknowwherehehasbeenI

wanttoknowwherewestand.Ilove

himandIamwillingtogiveitmyall

withhimbutIcantdothatifIamthe

onlyonewhowantsthat.Ifhecant

tellmeabouthiswhereaboutswhat

kindofarelationshiparewegoingto

have?AndthereissomuchthatI



needtoknowabouthim.

Hekissedmeslowly,hiskissesmade

mestopthinkingaboutanythingand

concerntrateonhistouchesand

everythinghedidtome.Hehasa

wayofmakingmefeelinacertain

waythatIenjoy,thatswhyIhad

missedhim.

Iwasloosingmyclothesonebyone

inKgosi'sarm,IknowKgosihas

crazydemandswhenitcomestosex

butsexoutside,inaplacelikethis?I

lethimtakemyclothesoff,he



stoppedkissingmeandfoldedthem

nicelythenwenttoputtheminthe

car,Istoodwithmyunderwear

waitingforhim.Hecamebacktome

andliftedmewithhishandonmy

buttashekissedmeagain,Iwrapped

mylegsaroundhiswaist.Nowhe

wasntslowanymore,hewasfiddling

withmybodyashislipsraidedmine.

InaminuteIwasontopofhiscar's

bonnetlayingonmybackwithhim

stillkissingme.Thewholethingwas

goodbutthereisalotthatneedsto

beresolvedbetweenus.

"Kgosi,stop.Please."Isaid



breathlessly,ittookmealotof

strenghtjusttosaythat.

Hestoppedbutrestedhisbodyon

topofmine,Icouldhearhis

heartbeatgoingfromspeedingto

slowingdown.

"Whatswrong,whydidyoustopme?"

heasked.

"Canwetalk?"Iaskedhim.Hegotoff

meandsatbesideme.Hetookafew

breaths,Idontknowwhathewas

thinking.



"Getyourclothesinthecar."hefinally

said.

"Idontcareaboutclothes,Iwantto

talk."Isaidalmostshoutingathim.

"Isaidgetdressed,Icantbare

lookingatyoulookingthis."he

snappedatme.

Iwenttogetmyclothesinhiscar

andgotdressed,whileIdidthathe

gotintothecarandstartedthecar.



Hewaitedformetofinish,Ididand

gotinside.Heturnedthecartoface

thedirectionwecamein.

"Kgosi,arewereallygoingtoleave

withouttalking?"Iaskedhimandall

hesaidtomewas,

"Stopyellingatme!"

Iwentquiet,Ididntwanttofightwith

anyonetonight,allIwantedwasto

makelovebutitlookslikeIam

startingthenewyearonhardsurface.



Ilookedattheroadandrealisedwe

werentgoingthesameroutewe

droveherein.Hewastakingustohis

place,well,maybethatisagood

placetotalk.

Whenwegottohishousethefirst

thinghedidwasrushstraighttothe

shower,Isatonthebedandwaited

forhim.15minuteslaterhecameout

oftheshowernakedandgotintobed.

Hedidnttalktome,hejustfacedthe

otherway.



"Kgosi?"Icalledouttohim,hedidnt

moveorsayanything.Ipulledthebed

coversoffhim,hesatuponthebed

andlookedatme."Canweplease

talk?"Ibegged.

Hegotoffthebedandwalked

towardsme,heforcefullygrabbed

thebedcoversfrommeandwentout

thedoor.Ifollowedhimashewent

downstairstothecouch.Helaidon

thecouchandcoveredhimselflikehe

didinthebedroom,Iwantedtopull

thebedcoversoffhimagainbutI

justfeltexhausted.Iamfighting

aloneandthiscouldgoonforever,I



satonthegroundandcried.There

wasnothingelseIcoulddo.

"Darling,dontcry."hesaidasheleft

couch,hehelpedmeup.

"Talktomeplease."Isaidbetween

tears.

"Icant.Ijustwanttosleep."

"Whatdoyoumeanyoucant?Itsnot

likeIamaskingyoutotellmeyou

darkestsecrets,allIwanttoknowis



whereyou'vebeen."

"Its...Icanttalk."

"WhatcanyoudoKgosi?Huh?Can

youatleasttellmeyouloveme?"

"Icantdoit,Iamnotthatperson

that...that..."

"ThatwhatKgosi?"Iaskedshouting

athim,Imreallyunabletounderstand

him.



"ThattalksaboutemotionsandIam

notusedtothis,explainingmyself

andansweringquestions.Whywont

youjustwalkoutifthisistoomuch

foryou."hecalmysaidthenwent

backtothecouch,hesatdownand

lookedatthefloor.

"Howcouldyoudothistome?I

waitedforyouandIgaveyouallmy

love!"Iwasshoutingagainathim.

"Stopyellingatme!"hespokeashe

quicklygotupandheldbothmy

handsinhis.Hisgriponmewassoft



buthiseyeswerecoldastheystared

intomine.

"Itseemstheonlywaytogetthrough

toyou.PleaseKgosi..."

"Gotobed."hesaid.Hewipedthe

tearsofmycheeksandkissedmeon

myforehead.

Ifelttiredandhadnomoreenergyin

me.Iturnedaroundandwalkedup

thestairs.Igotintobed,Istruggled

tofallasleep,Ihadalotonmymind

butIfinallydideventhoughitwasnt



forlong.

EarlymorningIwokeuptofindKgosi

standingwithatrayofbreakfast,I

lookedathimasheputitdownand

wentdownononeknee...

"Kelebogiledarling..."

Myheartstartedracing...

"Ineedyou..."

THATSIT???
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"Ineedyouinmylife."Kgosisaid

againafterwhatseemedlikean

eternityofmewaitingtounderstand

whateveritisthatgothimonone

knee.

AfterthenightwejusthadIexpected

morefromKgosi,Iwanta

commitmentandbythatIdontmean

marriagebutsomethingsolidthatwe

bothcouldholdonto.Sothebesthe

couldcomeupwithisNEED?Surely

hecoulddobetterthanthat,ifonlyhe



couldlaydownhisfeelingsformeor

givemesomethingthatwouldhelp

meseehisintentionswithme.There

isnothingaspainfullasbeingina

relationshipthatsjustaboutsex

whileyouareinlove.

"Iwanttogohome."Isaidandgot

outofbed.Ilefthimstillkneeling

down.Iwenttothebathroomand

brushedmyteeth,whenIcameback

hewassittingdownonthefloorwith

hisbackagainstthebedandresting

hislegsbetweenhisknees.



"Kgosi,Iwanttogo."Isaid.

"Iwillgetsomeonetotakeyou

home."hesaidandthengotup."Eat

yourbreakfastsolong."

Heleftthebedroom.Whatkindofa

manisKgosi?Hehasntseenmein

weeksandhewontevenmakeupfor

that,hecantevenexplainsomething

sosimpleletalonestopmefrom

going.Hewontevenfighttogetme

tostay?Ilookedatthebreakfasttray

andIjustlostmyappetite,notthatI

washungry.



Iwentdownstairstolookforhimonly

torunintosomeguywhotoldmehis

namethatIforgot,hesaidKgosi

askedhimtotakemehome.Wow,he

isnotevengoingtosaygoodbyeto

meorseemeleave.

Ifollowedtheguyoutsidetooneof

Kgosi'scar,Igotintothebackseat

soIcouldhaveasometimetothink

aboutthebeautifulnightthatIhad

wastedwithKgosi,Ihadbeautiful

planswithGabsbutImprettysureI

wouldhavegottenintothenewyear



withabrokenhearteitherways.How

couldanyonehavesomuchbadluck

likeme?

Theguydidnttrymakesmalltalk

withmeoraskwhereIstayed,hejust

droveinsilence,itlookedlikehe

knewwherehewasgoing.

Hedroppedmeoffatmyhouse,my

wholeyardwasdirty,Ithinktheparty

wasmovedfromGabs'shouseto

mine.Iwentintothehouseandthe

entirehousereekedofalcohol,

Itumelengandsome2guysIdidnt



knowweresleepingonthecouch.I

wenttomybedroom,Nthabiand

Dineowereonmybed.Iopenedall

thewindowsinthehouseandwent

outsidetocleantheyard,Ifinished

andwentbackintothehouse.

Itumelengwasnowinthekitchen

makingcoffee.

"Hey,happyNewYear!Wannajoin

meandtellmewhereyouhavebeen

allnight?"hesaidreachingfor2cups.

Iwalkedinandwenttohim.

"Pleasegivemeahug."



"Ofcourse."hesaidashewrapped

hisarmsaroundme."Youwerenot

withGabs,right?"heaskedme

squeezingmeinhisarms.Icried.

Hesatmedownandmadeuscoffee.

OveracupofcoffeeIfoundmyself

pouringmyheartouttoItumeleng,

tellinghimeverythingaboutGabsand

Kgosi,mynightandthewaythings

endedwithKgosi,helistened

attentively.

"Andwethoughtyouhadfollowed



him.Sowhatnow?"Itumelengasked

me.AndhereIwashopingfora

solutionfromhim.

"Idontknow."Iansweredhim.Ireally

dontknowwhattodo.

"Ithinkyouhavetositthemboth

downandtellthemwhatyouexpect

fromthem."

"Itoldyoutheotherguydoesntlike

talking."



"Sendhimanemailnowandwhile

youdosoIwillwakeupeveryoneso

wecouldcleanup.AndLebomakea

decission."Itumelengsaidashe

stoodup.

Maybehewasright,maybeKgosiwill

respondviaemail.Ifhecantdoit

facetofacehehastodoemails.I

tookmylaptopandcarkeys,Idrove

awayfromKirkneyandfoundmyself

aquietspotawayfromeveryone.I

openedmylaptopandtyped:

'Kgosi,Iamnottryingtoinvadeyour



lifebutonlytryingtosharewhatever

itisthatyouaregoingthrough,Iwant

toshareyourpainandemotions.I

knowyouareamanofafewwords

butthereareotherwaystoshowlove,

spendsomequalitytimetogether,be

withmewhenyoufeeldown.Iam

hereforyou.

Iwanttoknowyourintentionswith

me,Idontwanttoinvestmytimeand

feelingsinsomethingthat'sjust

goingtohurtme.Iloveyouand

pleaseifyoudontlovemethenset

mefree,tellmesoIcanmoveon.'



Isendittohim,Ihopehe

understandsanddoesnttakeitthe

wrongway.Idontwanttoendthings

withhim,IknowIhaveGabsonthe

othersidebutababymamais

somethingIcantdealwith.Iclosed

mylaptopandswitchedonmyphone,

messagescamethrough.Iwent

throughthemallandtherewas

nothingfromGabs.

IdrovebackandpassedbyGabs'

house,hisandNtombi'scarswere

parkedoutside.Icouldnthelpbut



stopmycarandgoin.Gabscame

outbeforeIcouldreachthedoor.

"Hey,Iwasabouttocomeseeyou."

hesaidwithasmile.

"Wherehaveyoubeenandwhydidnt

youcallme."

"Idontknowwheremyphoneis."

Guesswhat?Assoonashesaidthat

Ntombicamebehindhimandwent:



"Foundyourphone."

Shehaditinherhand...
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SothereasonGabsdidntorcouldnt

callmethewholenightisbecause

hisexhadhisphone.Wowhow

wonderful!Hedidntknowwhereit

wasbutshehaditallalong.Iknow

shetookitonpurpose,Idontneeda

sangomatothrowbonesforthisone,

ifnotsowhywoulditresurfacenow?

Butapartfromthehiddenphone

wherethehellweretheythewhole



night?Iamprettysurehedidntneed

hiscellphonetodrivebacktome!

"There,youhaveyourphoneback

now."IsaidpointingatNtombi.He

grabbeditfromherandwentthrough

it.IlookedathimandIasked:"And?"

Hegavemeablanklookandthatjust

confirmedthatshehadhisphoneall

along,sheevensawmymissedcalls

andprobablydeletedthem.Iama

biggerfoolthanIthought.

"Nothing,justcametocheckonyou



andImgladyoumadeitto2016."I

saidlookingatNtombi,shelooked

reallyhappyandsatisfiedwithherself.

Thataloneannoyedme,herplanwas

comingtogether.IknowGabsdoesnt

wantherandmaybeherplanwasnt

togethimbackbuttocomebetween

usandshedidit.

"Youdidntanswermyquestion."I

saidtohim.Helookedatmepuzzled,

"WherewereyouGabriel?"

Insteadofgivingmeastraight

answerhelookedathisbabymama



whowasnexttousandsoftlywent:

"Canwedothissomewhereelse?"

"IthinkIgotmyanswer,Ineedtogo

home."Isaid,Iwasabouttoturnmy

backonhimwhenhetouchedmy

handandsaid:

"Pleasedontgo."

"Why?Youdontwanttotalkinfront

ofher,whyisthatGabriel?"

"Thisisbetweenus."



"Areyousleepingwithher?"I

shockinglyasked,Iwantedtothinkit

wasimpossiblebutatthebackofmy

minditwasoutthere.Whatelse

couldtheyhavedonethewholenight,

just2ofthemalonesumsupallthat.

Gabrielalsolookedshockedatmy

question.

"WhothehelldoyouthinkIam?

SleepingwithmyexisthelastthingI

wouldeverdo,Ihaveclass.And

sincehe'sdatedyouheiswaybelow

menow."Ntombisaiddefendingher



"honour",IwouldhavebelievedherifI

hadntseenheractionsforthepast

fewdays,herflippingherdressto

exposeher...Waitaminute,didshe

justhintthatIamnothingcompared

toher?Sheisbeautiful,yesbuther

mannershavekilledallthat

completely.

"Whatmakesyouthinkyouarebetter

thanmeNtombi?IfyouarewhydoI

haveGabsasaboyfriendandyou

lurkingaroundhimlikeyoustillwant

him?"IfoughtbackandIthinkfora

momentshewishedshecouldslap

meandIdareher!



"Wouldyou2stopit!"Gabsshouted

atus,Ntombiwantedtoopenher

mouthbutGabsraisedahandasa

signforhertoshutup.Hetookmeby

myhandandledmeoutsidetomy

car.

"Stopgivingherthesatisfaction."he

saidasheleanedagainstmycar.Me?

givingNtombithesatisfaction?If

anyoneistoblamehereitshimfor

allowinghertotalktomelikethat.

"Stoplettinghercomebetweenus.



She'salwayssqueezingherselfinour

plans."

"Itoldyoutostoptalkinglikeyouare

perfect,youhaveKingandInever

mentionshimtoyou."

"Thatsbecausehedoesntfollowus

likeabeebuzzingonapoorlittlegirl

wearingayellowdress."

"W-w-hat?"Gabsaskedmemaking

merealisewhatIjustsaid,Iwasright

thoughandhadapoint.Helaughed,I

wasntmakingajokebutitsounded



likeIwas."Gabrielletsgetserious,I

dontwanttocomebetweenyouand

Ntombi.Tellmenowifyouwanther

backornot."Isaidnotwantingto

laughwithhim.

"Idontliketheideaofsharingyoutoo,

soaslongasKingispartofyourlife

Ntombiisstaying."

"Justgetheroutofmywaywillyou?"

Isaidtohim.Helookedatmewithby

thecornerofhiseye.Iknowhewasnt

abouttopromisemeanythingonthat

andIunderstand.Webothneedtotry



hardtomakethiswork,Iwantboth

GabrielandKgosiinmylife,

somehowIamscaredofbeingonmy

own.Ifeellikelettingoneofthemgo

meansIwouldbeastepcloserto

beingsingleandonethingisthatif

GabsandItakeabreakNtombiwill

gettheopportunitytogetcloserto

him.

"Shewouldntbotheryouifyoutrust

me."hesaid.Ifonlyitwasthat

simple.

"IwanttotrustyouGabsbutnotwith



heraround."

"ForgetaboutNtombiandtellme

aboutthatthingyoupromisedme

lastnight."hesaidstandinginfrontof

meashepushedmeagainstmycar.

Well,wewouldhavedoneitlastnight

butnottoday,ImnotevensureifI

wanttoanymore.

"Wecantbetalkingaboutthatnow,I

wanttoknowwhathappenedlast

night."Ispokewhiletryingtopush

himfromme.Hewasstaringintoto

myeyesandwasmakingthings



difficultforme.

"Comeonnowthisisanewyearcant

westartitwithabanglikewe

planned?"

"Wecant."

"Whynot?"

"IthinkweshouldtakeabreakGabs.

Imsorry."IsaidandIthinkitsforthe

best.Webothneedtogetour

prioritiesstraightbeforewecould



commitanyfurther.

"Fuckthis,callmewhenyouthink

youneedmeanditbetterbeforgood

thattime!"
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Iamnotgoingtobegandshame

myselfinfrontofNtombiwhileGabs

playsvictim,webotharetoblameon

thisandatleastIdidntdisappearon

himonnewyear'seve.Well,he

doesntknowthatIhadspendthe

nightwithanothermansoasfarasI

amconcernedIamtherightoneand



intheclear.Andmaybebyending

thingswithhimIambeingsavedthe

painandheartacheofhavingtoface

NtombieverytimeGabsandIhave

plans.Thisgirlwillneverstopuntil

shegetsGabsback,Ialreadyfeel

sorryforthenextwomaninhislife.

Shewasstilloutsidelookingatus,

hopingtohearourconversationIsee.

Ilethimwalkawayfromme,Idont

wanttoputupafightinfrontofher,I

justdonttogiveherthesatisfaction.

IknowNtombiwillsinganddance

tonighttilltomorrow.Shehasher

manbackandthatupsetsmeeven



more,IwasntinacompetitionbutI

washopingforawin.Loosingtoher

isthebiggestdisgraceoftheyear

anditsjustthefirstofJanuary,tjerrr...

Igotintomycaranddrovehome,

beforeIwentinIcheckedmyemails,

checkingtoseeifKgosiisalso

planningondumpingme.IfhedoesI

dontthinkIwillgobacktodating,its

theendofmyjourneytofindingMr

Right.

Goingthroughmyemailsmyheart

wentfromracingwiththeexcitement

ofgettingsomethingfromKgosito



slowingdowntothedisappointment

offindingnothingeventhoughIknow

Kgosiisnotthetypeofguytodo

callsandemails.Hehasproventobe

someonewhoindeeddoesthingshis

ownway.

Iparkedmycarinsidethegarageand

wentinsidethehouse,Iwashitby

thesmellofdeepfriedchicken.I

rememberedthatsmellbackwhen

mymomwasstillalive,shemade

surethateverySundaywehadthat

specialcolourfulmeal.Itumelengand

Dineowerebusycookinginthe

kitchen,Nthabiandtheothersleft.I



haveneverinmylifeseenDineothis

busy,sheevenhadoneofmyaprons

on.IguessItumelengbringsoutthe

bestinher.

"Morning."Igreetedthem.Dineo

greetedmebackwithahugesmile

whileItumelenglookedbusy.They

makeacutecouplethough.

"Happynewyearsister-in-law."she

said.Ilaughedandwishedherthe

sametoo.Itumelengjustsmiledand

winkedatme,Icantellthatheisonly

tryingtobenicetoDineo,heisnot



intoher.AttheendDineoisgoingto

beleftwithabrokenheart,shehas

hereverythinginthis.

Ileftthelovebirdstotheircooking

andwenttotakeabath,Itookalong

onesoakingmybodywiththewarm

water.Ihadaterriblenightandtoday

didntbeginwelleither,Iambackto

squareonejustlikethebeginningof

lastyear,single!

AftermybathIwenttomybedroom,

Dineocameinandtoldmethatshe

andItumelengweredonewithlunch



andtheyweregoingouttomeetwith

someofItumeleng'sfriendsforlunch.

Sheaskedmetogowiththem,I

refusedandtoldherthatsomeone

hastoeatallthefoodtheyhad

cooked.Imnotinthemoodto

celebratethenewyearandmaybe

beingonmyownwillmakethings

better.

BeforetheyleftItumelengcameto

mybedroom,Igotintomygownand

satonthebed,hesatwithme.

"Areyouokay?"heasked.



"Yes,Iam."

"Andareyousureyouwillbefineon

yourown?"

"Gohavefunwithmysister-in-law."I

teasedhim,helaughedandwalked

out.

Igotoutofmygownandgotintobed

naked,therewasnothingelseIcould

dootherthansleep.Thefunpartof

datingisoverforme,Ihavenothing



elsetolookforwardtootherthanmy

jobandboringlife.

IfellasleepandwhenIwokeupthere

wasaknockatthedoor.Igotupand

gotintomygown,IknowitsGabriel,I

amcomingbacktobed,Ijusthaveto

shutthedoorinhisfaceandshow

himitsover.AndmaybethistimeI

willgetanopportunitytotellhim

exactlyhowIfeeltoo.Iopenedthe

dooronlytofindKgosistandingthere,

IwasntsureifIshouldshutthedoor

ortellhimtogotohell.Todayhe

didntwalkinlikehedidlastnight.I

stoodlookingathim.



"CanIcomein?"heaskedwithhis

handsinhisbackpockets.Imade

wayforhim.Hewenttositonthe

singlecouch,Ialsowenttositdown.

Helookedatmelikehewasseeing

meforthefirsttime.Heishardto

read,Ineverknowifheishappy,

angryorsad.

"Ireceivedyouremail."hesaidstill

holdinghisglance.Hecameallthe

waytoaskmeaboutsomethingthat

hecouldhaveeasilyrepliedtothe

samewayhegotit?Butanywaythis



isKgosi...

"Andwhatdoyousay?"

"Icametohearaboutwhatyou

want."hesaidleaningbackonthe

couch.Reallynow,didntIsay

everythingIwantedtoonthatemail.

"IsaideverythingIneededtoonthat

email."

"Whydoyouwanttochangethings,

whydontyouletthemwork



themselvesout?"

"YoumeanIshouldletyoudoasyou

pleaseandbossmearound?"

"Youdonthavetoputitlikethatbut

yes."

IdidnthaveaproblemwithKgosi

beinghimselfbutthatsnotwhatI

want.

Iwanthimandanormallovelife...
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When2peopleareinarelationship

andwantdifferentthingsarentthey

supposetobreakupormaybe

compromise?ThatsmeandKgosi,

hewantstodominatemewhereasI

wantanequalnormalrelationship,if

helovesmeIthinkheshouldgive

whatIwantashot.Itwontkillhimto

compromiseonceinhislife,well,he

doesntlovemethatmuchIknow

becauseifhedidIwouldknowwhere

hehaddisaqearedtolastyear,I

wouldknoweverythingabouthim.



"IloveyouKgosi,Iwanttobewith

youandIwouldlovetoexplorewith

youbutIwontbeinarelationship

withsomeonewhodoesntcareabout

myinterest."Isaidgivingup,Ihaveto.

IwontdothingsIdontwantto.

"Areyougivinguponus?"Heasked

mesoundingdisappointed,whatdid

heexpect?Ilovehowinconrolheis

butIneedsome50/50ontheside

eventhoughthethoughtofgivingup

onwhatwehavehurtsme,Ihad

investedmyfeelingsonKgosi,

especiallyafterendingthingswith

Gabs.Hewasmylasthopetofinding



happines.Canthedothisforme?

"No,youcant."hesaidgettingup

fromthecouch,hestoodinfrontof

me.Nowhewantstoputupafight

forme?"Webothwantdifferent

thingsbutthatdoesntmeanwecant

doboth."headdedashiseyesturned

softly,meltingmyheartandmind,

makingwhatIsaidseemcrueland

notworththrowingallthatIhavefor

him.Heismanupilatingme,that

muchIcansee.

"Kgosino,dontdothis."Isaidand



gotup.Iwenttositwherehewas

sitting.

"Iamtrying."

"Tryingwhat?Toseducemeinto

agreeingtoyourSNM?"Iaskedhim.

Hiseyeswidened,sohethoughtI

didntknowthathewasintothat.I

havefantasiestoobutIwouldnever

takeitthatfar.

"Iwouldneverforceyoutodothings

youarenotinto."



"Thenletsforgetthatandbea

normalcouple."Isaidashiseyes

turnedbacktoitswildways.He

calmlysatonthecouchthatIwas

sittingonearlierwithhiseyesfixed

onme.Hemadethemmovefrommy

upperbodyslowlygoingdown,he

wasmakingmeimaginethosethings

thathecandotomewithhishands

butrightnowhewasusinghiseyes.I

thoughtIhadgrownupandwanted

toberesponsible,nomorewildand

crazysexbehaviour."Stopit,stopit

Kgosi."Iscreamedathim.



"Okay."hesaidfixinghiseyesbackat

myface.Itriedtoavoidthembuthe

wasdeterminedtokeepoureyes

locked."Kgosiplease,Iwanttotalk.I

wantyoutolistentome."

"Goahead."hecalmlysaid.

"IwanttobeinarelationshipwereI

amabletoloveandbelovedback,do

thingsthatrealloversdo."

"Icangiveyouallthat."heanswered

me,Idontthinkhemeanttosaythat.

Thatisclearlysomethinghedoesnt



want.

"Kgosi,Iambeingserious."

"Iknow,wecandothingsyourway."

hesaidthenwentquietbutstillheld

hiseyesfirmagainstmine.

Ifeltmybodyshiver,IdontknowifI

wasnervousorexcitedbutIdecided

tojustletmybodyrelaxandsee

wherethisgoes.Kgosisatbackon

thecouch,hemovedhiseyesagain

andstoppedthemonmybreast.I

knewhewantedmetoimaginehim



touchingthem,caressingthemand

slowlysuckingonthem.Iletmy

imaginationwonderawaytomeethis

thoughtsandletmyselfsurrenderto

him.Ibreathedinheavilyasmymind

gavemethatfeelingasthoughhis

lipsandtongueweredoingwonders

tomyveryvisibleerectnipples.

SomehowIfoundmyselfenjoying

doingthis,Idontknowwhatthisis

calledbutIloveitandwoulddomore

ofit.IamstartingtoloveKgosi's

eyes,theevercoldeyesthatnever

blinks.

AsIenjoyedtheincrediblemoments



Kgosicoughed,distractingmeand

bringingmebacktotherealityof

knowingthatnoonewasdoingany

eroticthingtome,itwasjustmy

imagination.Hegotupfromthe

couchandcametome,heleaned

downandkissedmehardonmylips

pushingmyheadagainstthecouch,

hetouchedmyalreadyachingbreast

bringingthatrealsensationtolife.He

kissedmeforlikeafewminutethen

pulledaway.Hestaredatme,fora

secondIthoughthewasgoingto

grabmeandcarrymetobedthen

makeincrediblehardcoresextome

likethereisnotomorrow.Iwasntinto



Kgosi'scrazysexideasbutnowIam

notsosure.ShouldIexploreorend

thisforgood?Icanonlyendthisand

forgetaboutKgosi.

"Byefornow."hesaidthenkissedmy

forehead.Hewalkedtothedoorand

left.

Damnhim!

Howcouldheleavemelikethis?Im

horny...Hemademehornywithhis

crazygames.



Istayedonthecouchdebating

whethertodriveafterhimornot.Isat

longenoughtorealisethattimehas

passed.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,asI

openedthedoorIsawNthabi,Dineo

andItumelengcomingthroughthe

gatebutthepersonknockingwasa

deliveryguy.Hegavemeahugelight

box,Isignedforitandwentinside

thehousetoopenit.

Insidethehugeboxwasnothingbut



handcuffsandanote...

'Imreadyandwaiting.

KGOSI.'

"Whatsinthereandwhoisitfrom?"

askedDineo.
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ThisprovesthatKgosiisindeedinto

thisfettishstuff.Ihavewatched

moviesandreadaboutthembut



nevercosidereddoinganyofthose

things,theyneverseemedrealas

theylookedited,scriptedandallthat

filmcrapbuttheydoexciteme.Iam

notsureifitdoesnow,thoughIam

curious.Ihavehadthisadventerous

sidetomebutIhavenevermeta

willingpartner,maybeKgosiisthat

partner.IthinkIcandoit,trymaybe?

Itwontkillme,justtheonlythingIam

notsureofitsthetorture,Iam

humanandhavefearsofmyownand

painisoneofthem.Icantakesome

painbutnotifflictedpainduring

intimacy.



Ijustneatlycloseditandtriedtoact

normal,itwashardbutIshouldtryas

Iwillneverbeabletoexplaintheitem

inthebox.Policedousethemfor

theirworkbutthatsnotthekindof

explanationtheywouldexpect.

"Justsomeonlineshoppingdelivery."

Isaidtakingtheboxtomybedroom.I

knowDineowontgiveupuntilshe

seeswhatsinsideandbymentioning

shoppingImadeabigmistakeright

there,shehurriedlyfollowedmeto

thebedroom.Ithrewtheboxonthe

floorandturnedaroundtoshutthe

doorbutshewasalreadyin.



Theboxwasinthecentreofmy

bedroom,shejumpedonitpressingit

downwithherweight.Therewasno

usefightingher,Ilethergothrough

theboxwhichshehadreallycrashed.

Iwasntthatembarrassedwhenshe

foundthehandcuffsandthenote,

shehasdoneworsethanmewithher

life.Shereadthenoteandlaughed

likecrazy,sheevenwavedthe

handcuffsatme.Nthabipeeked

throughthedoorandsawDineo,she

camein.



"WhereisItumelengheneedstosee

thistoo?"Dineosaidwalkingtoward

thedoorstilllaughing.Iwasntgoing

tostopher,Iwillgether.

"Dineoareyoucrazy?Areyoutrying

toembarrassKelebogilenow?"

Nthabishoutedather.

"FineKokoNthabi."Dineosaid

throwingthehandcuffsatNthabi.

"Youknowwhatletsgodishup

lunch."



"Hellno,Iwannaknow..."

"Youwannaknownothing,areye."

NthabisaidasshepushedDineoout.

Theyleftandclosedthedoorbehind

them.

Igotoutofmybedroom,Itoldthem

nottodishupforme.Ihittheshower

thenwenttogetready,Iwentthrough

mywardrobelookingforsomething

sexy.TheonlythingIcouldfindwere

3tightdresses,red,blackandnavy

blue.Iputtheredoneon,Ihaveworn



theblackonebefore.Allmydresses

arekneelenght,Idontdominis,not

withmylonglegs.Ifinishedthelook

withblackhighheels,nojewellery,I

brushedmyweavetothesideandI

wasreadytoleave.Ohmakeup,I

usedlighteyeshadowbutwenthard

ontheredlipstick.

Itookanovernightbagalongwiththe

handcuffs.Islowlysneakedoutthe

bedroomdoorasifIwasntwalking

outofmyownhouseandgotmycar

keysonthecoffeetable,theywereall

atthebackofthehousetalkingand

laughingandIthinkIheardGabs'



voice.Ikindofmisshimbuthe

agreedtobreakupsoIshouldnt

bothermyselfwithhimandhewas

probablyhereforItumeleng.Iclicked

awaywithmyheelsandshookmy

bootytomycar,gotinsideanddrove

off.Iamdoingthisandthereisno

turningback.AsIapproachedKgosi's

placemyheartstartedracing,the

realityofmedoingthiswasstarting

tokickinandsomehowIfeltlikeI

couldntwaitanylonger.Idontknow

whattoexpectfromKgosibutfrom

thelittleknoledgethatIhaveIthinkI

haveanidea.Myphonerangwhile

driving,sorryMetroPolicebutIam



toohastytostoponthesideofthe

roadjustforaphonecall.Ianswered

whiledriving,

"Hello."

"Kelebogilewhereareyou?Gabsis

hereandhewantstotalktoyou."I

heardItumeleng'svoiceoverthe

phone,IcantwaittogettowhereI

amgoingthatIdonthavetimetotalk

andresolvethings.Whydoesnthego

toNtombi?

Ihangupandswitchedoffmyphone.



FinallyIgnttomydestination.The

gatewasopensoIjustdroveinand

parkednexttohisothercar.Itook

outmybagandgotthehandcuffsout.

Iheldthemandwalkedoutthecar.

Hopeheisalone.Ididntknock,Ijust

pushedthedooropenandwalkedin.

Andhewasthereshirtlessinhis

kitchen.Iwavedthehandcuffsathim.

Hewalkedtomeandkissedmehard

onmylips,thenextthingthe

handcuffswerecuffedonmyone

wrist.

"Kgosi,Ihaveaquestion."Isaidand

heraisedhiseyebrowsatme."Are



yougoingtohurtme?"

"No,never."hewhisperedwitheyes

deepinmine.

"So,ifIaskforalittlebitofpainwhat

wouldyoudotome?"

Hedidntanswerme,allhedidwas

carrymeinhisarmandtookme

upstairstothebedroom.Hetookall

myclothesoffandputmeonthe,he

handcuffedmyonehandtothebed

andtook2clothespins(pegs)and

clippedbothonmynipples,itwasa



bitpainfullandmademewhimpa

little.

"Painfull?"heaskedwithhishands

readytotakethemoff.

"Yesbutexciting."Isaid...

(SHOULDITAKETHENEXT

CHAPTERFROMHEREORSKIPTHE

PART...???)
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Kgosifixedhiscoldeyesdeepinto



mineasiftofreezemenottomove,

thisistheeyesIwillnevergetuseto.

Beautifulbutyetdangerousandvery

cold,whithoutbattinganeyelidhe

cuppedmybreastinhishands,he

squeezedthemfromthebottom

sendingthepaintothetipofthe

nipples.Itpained!Imoanedinpain

andpleasure,hedidntstopeven

thoughmyeyesshowedpain.Ialso

didntstophimbutIcouldntstopthe

tearsfromcomingoutofmyeyes,

thepainwasbecomingtoomuchto

handle,toomuchtobare.

"Tellmeifithurts."hewhisperedstill



holdingfirm.

"Iloveit."Isaid.True,ithurtsbutit

wasbuildingtoomuchexcitement

andIwantedit.Heslowlylethisgrip

loose.

"Nomorepain."hesaidgettingoff

thebed.

"Whynot?"

"IamhurtingyouandIcantstand

tears."hespokecomingbacktome,



hewipedoffmytearswithhisfingers.

Hewassogentleasthoughhis

stronghandswerenottheones

squeezingonmybreastearlier.He

removedtheclothespinsonmy

breast,Ifeltabitofpreasurewearing

off.Isatuponthebedandlookedat

him,IguessmaybeIwastakingthe

painnottodisappointhim.Idont

wanttomakehimthinkIdontwant

totrythethingsheisinto,Iamhear

tomakehimhappy.Wearehereto

makeeachotherhappy!

"Sowhatnow?"Iaskedscaredhe

mightthinkofdumpingme.Maybe



hethinksIamnotwomanenoughfor

him,Iamreadyandwillingtotry

anything.

"Wecantrysomethingelse."hesaid

thenplantedsmallkissesonmy

chest,Iheldontohisheadashe

wentfrommychesttomysore

nipples.Hekissedthepainaway

fromeachnipple,Ilayedbackonthe

bedandtookinthesensationhewas

givingme.Hewasgoingslowlyand

smoothly,strokingmewithhis

tongue,teasingme.



"Staystill."heorderedmethen

walkedtothecloset,heopenitand

camebackwithatie.Iwatchedhim

ashewalkedbacktome,hethen

blindfoldedmewithit.

ForafewminutesIdidntknowwhat

wasgoingon,therewasno

movementorsound.Itriedtolisten

buttherewasnothing.

"Kgosi?"Icalledouttohim.Hopehe

isnottakingavideoofme.

"Shhhhh..."hesaid.Idontevenknow



whichcorneroftheroomhewas.

Iwentstillonthebedandwaited,I

dontevenknowwhatIwaswaiting

forthough.

AfterwaitingsomemoreIfinallyfelt

somethingonmychest,itfeltlikea

feather,soft,fluffly.Heplayedit

aroundmychestthenwentdownto

mystomach.Ittingledmeand

arousedme,Imovedmybody

upwardtomeetwithitbuthemoved

itfromoneplacetoanother,making

meshakeuncontrollablytothe



feelinghewasgivingme.One

momenthewasonmytoes,under

myfeet,betweenmythighs.Ifound

myselfscreamingwithpleasure.He

stoppedwiththefeatherandthenI

feltsomethingcoldonmytoes,I

thinkhewassuckingonmytoeswith

iceinhismouthassomethingwas

drippingonmyfeet,Itwitchedmy

toesinhismouthashesuckedon

them,thesensationwasgettingmy

wholebodyexcitedandwanting

more,Iyearnedforhistouchandlove

making.Iwashornyandverywet,I

couldfeelthewarmliquidcoming

frommyhotspotdrippingdownto



mybuttashishandsstrokedmy

hairylegs,makingthehairstandup

straight.Ihadtousemyfreehand,I

tookittomybreast,touchingfrom

onetotheother.IthinkKgosisaw

thisashetookmyfreehandand

fastenedittothebedtoo.Thiswas

gettingtooexctingforme.Hewasin

chargeofeverything,mybodyand

mysexualdesires.

Iwaitedagainforhisnextmovethen

heplacedsomethingcoldonmy

stomach,icecubeIthink.Itwascold

andatthesametimemeltingand

drippingonbothsidesofmybody.



Thecolddrippingwatersendarush

allovermybodyasthoughKgosi's

handswerealloverme.Hewenton

topartmylegsandgetbetween

them,heinsertedanicecubeinthere

alongwithhistonguepushingit

deeper.Itwascoldandwasnt

matchingtothewarmthintherebut

histonguemadeupforthatashe

rolleditin.Heflippedhiscoldtongue

onmyclitastheicecubeslidoutof

me.Herubbeditoutsideonmeas

thewatermixedwithmyjuices.Iwas

towetandveryarousedtotake

anymoreofhisteasing.



"Kgosimakelovetome."Ibegged,I

wantedhimburieddeepinmeand

manhandlemelikenootherman

could.Iamhisforthetakingandhe

candowithmeashepleases.

"Youareaskingthewrongway."he

saidpullingonmyclitwithhislips

andteeth.

"Please,Iambeggingyou."

"Wrongwords."hesaidandagain

teasedme.Iknowwhathewantsme

tosaybutwastooashamed.



ButyouknowwhatIwantthisso

fuckit!

"Kgosipleasefuckme."Isaidinmore

likeascream.Hedidntwaitformore

invites,heslidoffthebedandIheard

plasticsoundsgoingonthen...

BANG!

Heslidinme,thewayIwassowet

hedidntevenstruggle...



Heroughedmeupliketherewasno

tomorrow...

Iwaswrongabouthimbeinginto

S&M...

ThisiscalledSexualFetish...
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IdontthinkIrememberhowIfell

asleep,Kgosihassomeenergyinhim

thatcouldlastfordays.Wewenton

for3moreroundsandafterthatI

couldnttakenomore,Iwasso



exhaustedthatIfellasleepright

away.ThenextthingIwasfast

asleepwhenIwaswokenupbya

snoringKgosi,thesoundwastoo

much.Ihavesleptnexttohimbefore

butitwasneverthisbad,Ishookhim.

Hedidntevenwakeuphejustturned

overandsleptonhisbackthenthe

snoringstopped.Ithinkhewas

snoringbecausehehadhisnose

buriedinmybreast.

Isatuponthebedandlookedathim.

Ihaveneverhadaproperlookat

Kgosi,Iamalwaysfightingtoavoid

hiscoldeyes.Hehadbeautifulbut



yetstrongfeatures,helookedabit

innocentandyouwouldntputthe

thingsheisintopasshim.Ileaned

overandkissedhimonhisforehead,

heopenedhiseyesbutIdontthink

hewasawakeasheturnedtomy

sideandthenclosedthemagain.He

wasexhaustedtoo,plushedid

almostallthehardworkbutheyjust

layingonyourbackandhaveaplus

minus80KGofabusymanontopof

youandmakingyouchangeposition,

takingyourlegstoallsidesand

stretchingtoallanglescanbereally

tiring.Ievenhadpainbetweenmy

thighsgoingup,Ireallyneedtogoto



gymtogetfitabit.

Igotoutofbedandwenttotakea

shower,itwasaquickone,Iwasvery

hungry.AftershoweringIwenttothe

kitchen,Kgosihasahugebeautiful

kitchenthatsmeantforafamily.Ja,

Kgosi'shouseistheperfectfamily

homethatI'vealwayswanted.Iwant

abigfamily,Ineverhadthat.Ilooked

aroundthewhitepaintedkitchenand

picturedourchildrenrunningaround

andplayingonthefurniture,breaking

things,itwasanicefeelingbutis

Kgosimarriagematerial?Willhe

marryme?



Ai,meandmyimagination!Itsstill

earlytoimaginethingslikethat,

Kgosiisaspontaneousloverbutis

heagreatguy?

IopenedthefridgetoseeifIcould

findanythingIcouldcook,therewere

tonsofcontainerswithalready

cookedmealsinthedeepfreezer.

Whomadehimthis,hismom?Iwont

feedmymanthisrubbish,heneedsa

properfreshmealandatleasthehad

somegrocery.Idecidedtocookrice,

stewbeefandsomesaladsonthe



side.

DidImentionthatIwaswearing

nothingbutatowel?Okay,Ijustdid,

thethingisIdidntbringenough

clotheswithme.Ionlybrought2

outfits,theoneIwaswearingwhenI

camehereandtheonefortomorrow

whenIgoback.

Kgosicamedownthestairs,Iwas

busychoppingveggies,therice,meat

andpotatoeswerealreadyonthe

stove.



"Youjuststarted?"hesaidlookingat

themessonthekitchencounter.

"Wouldyoulikemetomakeyou

somethingtoeatwhileIfinishup

here?"Iaskedthinkingtowarmhim

somethingfromthecontainersinthe

fridge.

"No."

"Okay."

Hegrabbedabottleofwaterfromthe



fridge,poureditinglassanddrank.I

actuallyexpectedhimtodrinkfrom

thebottlebutheyitsKgosi.After

drinkingthewaterheputtheglass

insidethezinc,hecametomeand

huggedmefromtheback.Heburied

hisheadinmyweave.ThankGodits

neworelsehewouldbesneezing

rightnow.Hehuggedmefor

sometimeandwhenheletgomy

towelletloose.Itwentstraighttothe

floor,hewasstillbehindmeashe

placedhishandsonmynipples.It

wasarousingbutwecantgoanother

round,Iamnotupforit.Thenext

thingheslappedmeonmybuttwith



hishand,Ijumpedupandeven

screamedabit.Hetookoffhisshirt

andgaveittome.Iputitonashe

walkedaway.Itwasanoversizebut

betterthanthetowel.Hedidnteven

noticethemarksonmywristdueto

thehandcuffs,theyleftringwormlike

marks.Theydidntbothermethough.

Ifinishedcookingandsetthetable,I

dontevenknowwhereKgosiisinthis

bighouse.MaybeIshouldshoutthat

dinnerisreadythenhe'llappear.But

luckilyhecameoutofoneofthe

roomsdownstairs.



"Dinnerisserved."Isaidwithasmile,

hecametomeandkissedme.

WeatethenIwashedthedishes.

Kgosidisappearedinoneofthe

roomsagain,afterthedishesIwas

lefttomyself.Ididntknowwhattodo,

Idecidedtowatchtvflippingfrom

channeltochannel.Igotbored,I

wentupstairstothebedroom.Itook

mycellphoneandwentdownstairs

withit,Iswitchediton.Ihad

expectedmessagesandmissedcalls

tocomepouringinbuttherewas



nothing.IsatdownandsendKgosi

anSMS.

'Iambored.'

Itdidnttake5minuteshewas

alreadyoutandsittingonthecouch

nexttome.

"What?"heasked.

"Canwetalk?"

"No."



"PleaseKgosi..."Ibeggedhim.He

stoodupandwenttothekitchen,I

followedhim.

"Justsaywhatyouwant."hesaid

pouringaglassofwaterfromthetap.

"IwasthinkingmaybeIshouldmove

in."Isaid.

"Didcookinginmyhousegiveyou

thatidea?Forgetit."hesaidthen



walkedaway.

Itooktheglassofwaterandpoured

himwithitatthebabk...

Hestoodstill..
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"Iwanttogetclosetoyou,thatswhat

Ialwayssay."Isaid.Hestoodstill

anddidntmove.IknowImadea

wrongmovebysuggestingthatI

moveinandyesthecookinggaveme



thatidea,Iseemyselfinthiswarm

beautifulhousein5yearstimewitha

boyorgirlrunningaround.MaybeI

gotcarriedaway."Kgosi,pleasetalk

tome."Isaidtohimtemptedtopour

himwithanotherglassofwater,he

canbeannoyingsometimes.He

slowlyturnedaroundandlookedat

mewitheyesIcouldntread.

"Whydoyoualwayswanttodothings

yourway?"heasked.Howcouldhe

askmethat?Heneversuggests

anythingordosomethingtoshow

whathewants.Hemadesomerules

thatnevergotusanywhereandI



alwaysdoeverthinghewants.

"Likereallynow?"

"Idontlikebeingquestionedand

thatsallyoudo,yada-yada.Learnto

shutupwheneveritsnecessary."

"IthinkitsagoodthingIcamewith

mycar,I'lldrivemyselfhome."Isaid

andwalkeduptothebedroom.I

packedmythings,asIwasaboutto

takeoffhisshirtIthrewmyselfon

thebedandcried.Ionceheardthat

womanarecomplicatedbutIam



seeingtheoppositeofthat.Ifeellike

Kgosiisbeingdifficultonpurpose,

atleastheshouldtellmehowhe

reallyfeelsaboutme.Thatcantbe

hard.

"Darling,dontgo."hesaidcomingto

thebed.Iwipedthetearsoffmyface,

notwantinghimtoseethatIhave

beencryingeventhoughitwashard,I

couldntstopthetearsfromcoming

out.

"Thereisnothingkeepingmehere

Kgosi.Ijustwanttogohomeandnot



thinkaboutyou,infactIwantto

forgetyouforgood."Isaidtryingto

keepanormalvoice.

"Why?"

"WebothwantdifferentthingsandI

dontthinkIwillevergetwhatIwant

fromyou."

"Yourproblem:youdontlisten.You

neverdo.Idonteventhinkyoulisten

toyourselfsometimes."hespokeas

thoughheeverspeaks,heneversays

morethan10sentences.Icanrepeat



allthethingsheeversaidtome,none

areimportantorrelevent.

"GivemeonegoodreasonwhyI

shouldnttakemythingsandnever

setfoothereeveragain."Ispoke

lookingathim,dontcareifhesees

thetearsinmyeyesanymore.He

mademecry.

Hesatdownnexttomeonthebed

thenheldmycheekswithbothhis

handsthenkissedmeonmy

forehead.Westayedlikethatfora

longtime.Idontknowwhathewas



thinkingbutIknowhecouldalsosee

theendofus,therewasnodenyingit

orfightingforwhatsnotthere

anymore.Itsover!

"Idontwanttoseemyselfbeg

anyone,notevenyou.Iwontstopyou

fromgoingeventhoughIdontwant

youto."hesaidafterthelongsilence.

Heneverknowshowtopickhis

words,Idontthinkheevenknowsit

whenheiswrongormean.Hesays

thingsastheyareandnever

apologises.



"Idontwanttogoeither."

"ThenstaymyAngel,stayherewith

me."hespokeashekissedmyface,

heplantedkissesonmyeyes,nose,

cheeksandjustanywhere.Hethen

broughthislipstomine,heslowly

kissedme.

Thatnightwehadnormalsexandour

relationshipalsofeltnormalbutI

reallywouldlovetoknowwhatI

meantoKgosi.Heisnotatotal

monstereventhoughhecanactlike

oneattimes.Iknowhehasfeeling,



he'shuman.

Thefollowingdaywesharedabath

together,madeloveandate

breakfast.Around2pmwebothleft,

hesaidhehastogotohisoffice.

ThingsseemedfinebetweenusandI

thinkIshouldstopnagginghimand

suggestingthings,Ishouldjust

accepthimasheis.Idrovestraight

home,Ijustwanttogetaproper

sleepandnotworryaboutathing

calledaman.

Igothomeandtookmythingsout



thecar,Ididntexpectanyonetobe

home,especiallynowthatItumeleng

andDineoaregettingcosy-cosy.The

doorwasclosedbutnotlocked,Ijust

knewItumelengwashomebutwhenI

walkedinDineoandGabswere

sittingonthecouchlaughinglikeold

friends.

"Dumelang."Igreeted.Theyhadtheir

backsagainstme.Theybothstoodat

thesametime.

"Finallysheisback."Dineosaid

laughing,"AndIwillseeyou2later,



gottagototowntomeetmyman."

sheaddedthenhurriedoutleaving

meandGabsstaringateachother.

"Canwetalk?"heaskedbreakingthe

silenceDineoleftuswith.

"LookGabriel,Idontwanttofight,

whateverhappenedorstillhappening

IdontcareaboutitandIforgiveyou."

Isaidandmeanteveryword.Ido

needGabsinmylife,withKgosiIcan

clearlyseeaheartbreakattheend.

"Really?"heasked.



"Yesandpleasecanwetalkabout

thislater.Iwanttorest."

"Fine,callmewhenyouareready.I

canseeyouhadalongnight."hesaid

thenheadedforthedoor.Iknow

whathewashintingatbuthe

shouldntbeonetojudge.

AfterheleftIdecidednottosleep

anymorebutclean,thehousewasnt

amess,Ijustfeltlikecleaning.



Istartedwithmybedroom,skipped

Itumeleng'sbedroom,thebathroom

thenthelounge.Ishiftedthingsand

whenIshiftedthe3seatercouch...

Thereonthefloor...

Ausedcondom...
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Iamnotacleanfreakwhowantsa

everythingcleanandtidy,Ihave

momentswhereIdosomereal

cleaningandwhereIjustlovemy



housemessybutthatdoesntmeanI

havetotoleratethis.Idonthavea

husbandorastayinboyfriendtopin

thison,theonly2peoplerecklessto

dothiswouldbeItumelengandDineo.

IexpectthiskindofthingfromDineo

butnotfromItumeleng,heshould

respectmyhouse,Igavehima

bedroomtodoashepleaseandhave

hisprivacy.Andifheisgoingtostart

beingthiswaythenhebetterstart

lookingforhisownplace.PlusIneed

myhouseback,latelyitsjustfullof

people.

Ipickedupthecondomwithatoilet



paper,itwasdisgusting.Ithrewitin

therubbishbinoutside.Iamnot

angry,justItumelengshouldclean

afterhimself,especiallydisgusting

thislikethis.Iwenttocontinuewith

thecleaning.AftercleaningIate,

therewerealotoffoodinthefridge.I

tookashower,nowIwasreadyto

sleep.

Assoonmyheadhitthepillowmy

phonerang.Iwantedtoignoreitbut

itkeptonringingandringingthatI

endedupanswering.ItwasKgosi,



"Kgosi?"Ianswered.

"Darlingareyouokay?"heasked.

"Ja,Iamfineandyou?"

WespokeasKgosididthe

questioningandIanswered,itwasnt

aterribleconversationthough.Ieven

managetolaughatonepointwhere

hewantedtoknowwhatIwas

wearing,hewasflirtingandbeing

sexyonthephone.



"Okay,enjoytherestofyourday."he

saidattheend.Isaidthesameto

himtoothenfollowedalongsilence.

Youknow,thatonethatyouexpect

yourboyfriedtosayIloveyouatthe

endofaphoneconversation,Icould

hearhimbreathingontheotherline.I

knewhewasntgoingtosayanything

butnonethelessIwashopinghe

would.AndwhenIwasabouttosayit

hehangup.Mxm,typical!

Myphonehad5missedcallsand

theywereallfromNthabi.Icalledher

back.



"Heygirl?"Isaidansweringthephone.

"Lebo,wasjustcheckingonyou.Are

youokay?"

"Yepandyou."

"Metoo,justabittired."

"I'vejustfinishedcleaningandyou

wontbelievewhatDineoand

Itumelengdid."



"What?"

"Theyhadsexinmyloungeandlefta

condomundermycouch."

"Oh?"thatsallNthabisaid.Iexpected

hertogoallMaMfundisiabout

Dineo'srecklessnesslikeshealways

does.

"IfIdidntknowbetterIwouldthinkit

belongstoGabsandDineo."

"Whywouldyousaythat?"



"IfoundthembothalonewhenIgot

back."

"Alone?Hm...Idontknowabout

GabrielbutIdonttrustDineo."Nthabi

saidputtingdoubtinmymind,

somethingthatIhavebeenavoiding

sinceIfoundthecondom.Itsa

possibilitybutGabrielwouldntdo

that.

"Nthabi,DineoiswithItumeleng."



"Okay,thenitmustbeherandher

boyfriend."shespokeasthoughshe

wantedGabsandDineotolingerin

mymindandIalsodontthinkIwould

besatisfieduntilIgettothebottom

ofthis.AndGodhelpmeIwouldkill

Dineoifshedidsleepwithmyman.

Iwantedtofinishcleaningbutmy

mindwasntintoitanymore,thetruth

behindthecondombotheredme.I

forcedmyselftofinishcleaningeven

thoughnotasthoroughlyasIstarted.

MymindwasonDineonow,Gabriel

asideDineoshouldknowbetter,we

arebestfriendsafterall.Ifeltlike



drivingtoherplaceandquestionher.

Andwiththewayshequicklylefthere

itnowlookssuspiscious.Idontwant

tostartsomethingwithherandloose

afriendbecauseofaman,thistheory

thatIhavemightnotevenbetrue.

ButmaybeIcanaskGabs,he'll

probablybemadbutIhavetoknow.

Isatdownforawhilethinkingona

waytoaproachhim,Ihavetobe

cleveraboutit.Icouldntcomeup

withawaysoIjustdecidedtogo.I

lockedmyhouseandwalkedtohis

house.Icouldntwaittohearthetruth

orhissideofthestory,whateverthat



is.

Thedoorwasopen,Iwalkedinand

Gabswasbusyinthekitchen.Ai,he

likescookingleyena.

"Oh,youwannatalknow?"heasked

whiskingaspooninabowl.He

lookedcalm,you'dthinkwedidnt

speakearlierandalmostendedina

spat.Icouldnthelpmyselfthough,I

wastooangrysoIjustwent:

"Ifoundausedcondonundermy

couch."



HegavemealookasthoughIjust

saidsomethingdisgustingthesaid:

"Ifitsnotyours,itsyourbrother'sbut

whyareyoutellingmeaboutused

condonsinyourhouse?"

"Youwerealone,inmyhouse,with

Dineo."Isaidwalkingtowardshim,

wantedtolookintohiseyesandsee

hisreaction.

"Whatexactlyareyougoingwiththis



Lebo?"

"Youtellme."

"Tellyouwhat?Tellyouthatyouare

crazyforaccusingme?Lebo,sheis

yourfriend."

"DidyouGabriel?"

"Clearlyyoudontknowme."

"IfIknewyouIwouldknowwhat

happenedonNewYear'sEve."



"No,ifyouknewmeyouwouldknow

thatIamtheguythatrespectedyour

decissionnottohavesexwithme

andthatshouldtellyouthatIdont

justfallintoanypussy."

"ExceptNtombi'sright?"

"MXM!"
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IfeellikeGabsisbeingdefensive,too

defensivestill.Ifhedidntdoanything



whycanthejustsayso?ItsnotlikeI

amaskinghimahardquestion,it

neededasimpleyesorno.But

insteadhehadtomakeitsoundlikeI

amaccusinghim.WhatwasI

supposetothink?Ausedcondom,2

oppositesexinthesameroom?Add

thatandtellmewhatitgivesyou.I

amnotjumpingintoanyconclusions

andIthinkmymindisontheright

track.

"Gabrielareyougoingtoanswerme

orwhat?"Iaskedfoldingmyarms

acrossmychest.Iamnotgivinghim

attitudeIjustwantastraightanswer.



SomethingthatIwouldhavedoneif

thetableswereturned,especially

whenIhadnothingtohide.

"WenaLeboneh,"hespokepointing

mewiththewoodenspoon."You

thinkbecauseyouarerefusingto

givemesexImustbegettingitfrom

somewhereandsinceyoufoundthe

condomitsuitstobemineright?If

itsnotDineoitoughttobesomeone

else?"

"OhpleaseitsnotlikeIdontknow

thatyouaresleepingwithNtombi."I



saidlashingoutathim.Idontknowif

he'seversleptwithherbutifthe

shoefits...

Heplacedthebowlonthekitchen

counterandcametome,heplaced

bothhishandsonmysidesagainst

thewall.Idontevenknowhowit

happenedbutIfoundmyback

againstthewallwithmyeyesstaring

intoGabriel'ssexybigeyes,Ithink

whenhewaswalkingtomeIwas

walkingbackward.Icanbesucha

cowardbutrightnowIdontwantto

fightanymore,Iwanttomakelove.I

wasmelting,feelinghiswarmbody



eventhoughwewerenottouching.

Marawhy?Whyishestandinghere

infrontofmewithhis...his...juicylips

andnotkissingme?Cantheletthose

stronglookinghandstouchmeand

givemethepleasureIamyearning

for?

Hecantbecausewearefighting.Eish

meandmystupidmindbutthisisall

Nthabi'sfault.

"Kelebogile,thedayIlaymyhandson

yougirlIamgoingtomakeyoupay

forallthis."hesaidmakinghiseyes



roamallovermyface.IfeltlikeI

wantedtourgentlypee,Idontknow

butIthinkGabrielwastryingtomake

meseewhatIwasmissing.He

removedhishandsfromthewalland

wentbacktohisbowl.

"Iwannagohome."Isaidassoonas

Icouldtalkagain.

"Tsamaya."hesaidnotevenlooking

atme.

IdontthinkIwalkedhome,Iran!I

knowIdidbecauseIwasbreathless



andassoonasIgottomybedroomI

threwmyselfonthebedkickingand

pullingonthesheets.Stupidme!Me,

me,mestupid!Icouldslapmyself

rightnow.Iactlikeacheaplittle

whoreinfrontofGabriel,howcana

manmakemefeellikethat?Anyway

whoamIamtoaskthatwhenIlet

bothmeninmylifehavetheirways

withme.

Myphonevibrated.Gosh,ifitsNthabi

Iamnotanswering.Shemademego

thereandembarrassmyselfbutifits

Dineoshewillknowmebettertoday.

Iamgoingtotellherwheretogetoff.



ButfunnyenoughitwasGabs,I

wasntexpectinganythingfromhim.

Wonderwhathewants.Iopenedthe

messageandIwasmetwith:

'Iknowyouwantme!YouthinkIam

sexy!'

Stupidhim!SomehowIfoundmyself

singingthosewordslikeSandra

Bullock.Ilaughed,Iwentthereand

madeafoolofmyselfbuthe

managestoturnthingsaround.I

replied,



'AndwhatifIwantyou?Whatyou

gonnadoaboutthat?'

Hereplied,

'Nothing,thisoneisonyou.Iamnot

theonewitholdingfinalingredientsto

themixture.'

Sies,maraGabrielissuchateaser.

Hesawmelustingafterhimandhe

doesthistome.Idontknowhow

muchofthisIcantake,thisistorture.

Ireally,reallywanthimwith

everythingIhave.AndifIamgoingto



doitwithGabrielitmeansIhaveto

stopitwithKgosibutwithGabriel

thereisstilltheissueofDineo.

MaybeIshouldtalktoDineoandhear

whatshehastosaybutthethingis

wouldshereallystabmeintheback?

Thisisconfusingassheseems

happywithItumeleng.

Iwasabouttograbmycarkeysand

drivetoDineo'sflatwhenthedoor

opened.Itumelengwalkedin

sweatinglikecrazy,Iwantedto

questionhimrightthereandthenbut

beforeIcouldhewent:



"Ihavegoodnewssis."

HelookedsoexcitedIwashoping

thegoodnewswouldbeabouthis

momfinallygettingoutofmydad's

house.Istillhaveissueswiththat

woman.Ilookedathimexpecting

himtojustsaythegoodnewsand

finallyhespoke.

"Wemadeanarrestonyourcase."

"What?Thatsgoodnews.Now



what?"

"Youhavetocomewithmetothe

station,I'llshowyouthesuspects."

Wetookmycaranddrovetothe

policestation,onthewayItumeleng

refusedtotellmeanythingexcept

theymanagedtoarrest3people.

Well,Iwasexcited.

Whenwegotthereheinstructed

someonetobringinthesuspect.2

youngmenwalkedinfollowedbyan

oldlookingwoman.



"Ohtheoldladyboughtthecellphone

fromthemwhichisacrime."

Itumelengsaid.

What???

Iamdroppingthecharges.

HemustbecrazytothinkIwillsend

thisoldladytojail.
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Itotallyunderstandthecrimeofthe2



thugsverywell,theyrobbedmeat

gunpointandtookmycellphone.The

onlycrimetheoldwomandidwas

buythatcellphoneandthatinmy

eyesdoesntseemlikeabigdeal.I

dontthinksheevenknewthatshe

wasbuyingastolencellphoneor

knowshowtoevenuseit,maybeall

shewantedtodowasmakea

grandchildhappy.Nowsheisfacing

jailtimebecauseofthatsimplething,

Icantdothattoher.Whatifshehas

grandchildrenddependingonher?

"No,thisiswrong."Isaidafterthey

tookthemaway.Icouldnotdigest



thefactthatIamdoingthistoanold

woman,imagineifthatwasmyown

motheroryourmother.

"Ifyouaretalkingabouttheold

woman,sheshouldhaveknown

betterthantobuythingsfromthe

streets,especiallythingsthatshe

doesntknowwheretheycomefrom.

Sonowsheisanaccomplicetoa

crimeshewasntapartofin

beginning."Itumelengsaidnoteven

bothered,Idontunderstandhowhe

couldactlikethisorisitbecausehe

isusedtothiskindofcases?



"CanItalktoher?"Iasked,Idont

knowwhatdifferenceitwouldmake

butIjustwantsomeclarity.

"Why?Youarenotthinkingof

droppingthechargesareyou?"

"Please,canyoujustbringherback."

"FinebutIthinkyoushouldputyour

focusonthe2robbers.Maybeyou

mightremembersomething"



"NoandIdontcarewhathappensto

them."

"Soallthehardworkwasfornothing?

Youjustgoingtodropthecharges?"

"Ididntsaythat."

"Thenwhat?"

"Getmetheoldwoman."Isaid

makingitthefinalthingIwouldsay

tohim.Heseemeddeterminedto

changemymindormakemesee



thingshisway.Iknowheknows

muchaboutthelaw,morethanIdo

butsomethingdoesntfeelrighthere.

Itumelengthrewhishandsintheair

andlefthisoffice.Isatdownonhis

chair,IdontevenknowwhatIam

goingtoaskthepooroldwoman.

Eish...

Iwantedtocheckforafileandsee

allherchargesbutIdidntknow

wheretostart,Itumeleng'sdeskwas

sotidy,everythingwasinitsplace.I

wenttothedrawersandopened



themonebyone,ifonlyIknewwhat

itisthatIamlookingfor.

"Lookingforsomething?"avoiceI

didntknowaskedbehindme.I

quicklyclosedthedrawerandturned

around.Atall,yellowboneslim

handsomeguywasstandingatthe

doorlookingatme.Ai,IcantbelieveI

amdroolingoverahotguywhenI

have2thatdrivesmecrazy.IfIcould

Iwouldkickmybuttformystupidity.

"Hi,Iam..."



"ItsokayIknowyou,youareColonel

Mehlape'ssister.Sawyoubrieflyat

theNewYear'sEve'spartythenyou

disappeared."hespokewithasmile,

flashingbrightwhiteteethatme.

Somethingabouthimmademeshy

andIknowImadehimshytoo."Iwill

leavethishereforhim."hesaid

puttingafileonthedesk.Hestood

backabitandsmiledatme,Ismiled

backathim.Heslowlywalked

backwardandwhenhewasaboutto

turnandfacethedoorhebumped

intoItumelengwhopushedhimback

in.



"Andthenwena?"Itumelengasked

him,Ilaughed.Thepoorguydidnt

evenspeakhejustrushedoutthe

door.

"Whatdidyoudotohim?"Itumeleng

askedme.

"Nothing."Iansweredhimlaughing

"Hereisyourgogo."hesaidletting

hercomethroughthedoor,shewas

nowinhandcuffsandlookedlikea



seriouscriminal.Shesatdownonthe

chairacrossme.Igreetedher,she

greetedmeback.Itwasabit

uncomfortableasIdidntknowwhat

tosayandItumelengmadethings

worsebyjuststandingthere.

"Mama,whydidyoubuystolengoods?

Imeanyoucouldhavegonetoa

shopandboughtthephone."Istarted.

Atfirstshejustwentquietand

lookedatme,makingthismoreweird

thanitwasalready.

"Girlynoteveryoneisasfancyasyou



andcanaffordexpensivethings.How

wasItoknowthatbuyingthatphone

wasacrime?"shesaidspittingfireat

meafterthesilence.Thiswholething

seemsnormaltoherlikeitdoesto

meexceptIfeltpityforherbutshe

doesntseemsorryforwhatshedid.

Sheisanoldwomanandprobablya

motherwhowouldfeelforme,I

thoughtbutIwaswrong.

"Ithinkwearedonehere."Isaidto

Itumeleng.Maybeshedeservesjail

butIstillfeelforher.Sheisanold

womanforheaven'ssake.Itumeleng

laughedatmeasheescorther



outside.IknowIshouldnthave,she

probablyknewwhatshewasdoing.

Afterallthatwewenthome,allI

wantedtodowaseat.Thatpolice

stationhaddrainedallthefoodIhad

outanditwaslatesoItumeleng

suggestedwebuypizza,Iwanteda

propermealthough.Ihadtogoalong

withthepizza.AkereIamtoolazyto

standinfrontofthestove.Iordered

thepizzaandItumelengwenttogetit.

WhenhecamebackIwashungrier

thanIwasbefore.Wesatdownand

startedeating,suddenlyI

rememberedthecondomthing.



"Itumeleng,Ifoundausedcondom

today."Isaidandhisreply?

"Shit,Iamsorrywelooked

everywhereforit."

SoitshisandDineo's?
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Iwonttakethislightly,ithappenedin

myhouseandIhadaccusedGabriel

ofsleepingwithDineobecauseof

Itumeleng'srecklessness.Nowwhat



ifIhadaskedDineotoo?Okay,well

shewouldhavetakenpartbothways

soshestillowesme.AndItumeleng

issupposetorespectmyhouse,heis

hereforfree,Ididntevenhavea

problemwithhimbringingDineoin

herebuthavingsexinanyplacethey

wantisunacceptable,iftheywantto

explore,mycouchisoutoflimits.

Hewasactingasthoughwhathedid

wasnormal.Itsdisgustingtomeand

asmy"olderbrother"heshouldbe

ashamed.Ifhewantsmetorespect

himheshouldrespectmetoo,

respectisnotjustaonewaystreet.



"Itumeleng,howcouldyoudothatin

myhouse?"Iaskedhimpointinga

fingeratmychest.Hegrabbeda

pieceofpizzaandsmiled,seewhatI

mean?Itsevenfunnytohim,I

expectedhimtobeashamedand

sorry.

"Imsorry,okay?Iturnedthewhole

houseupsidedownlookingforit,I

didntmeanforyoutofindit."hesaid

thencontinuedeating.Hewas

makingmelooklikethecrazyone,

likethisisnotabigdealkindofthing.



Likehewouldbehappyifhefound

mypantieseverywhereinthehouse,

evenapayingtenantwouldntbeas

irresponsibleashim.WhatifIhad

walkedinonthem.Tjo,eventhinking

aboutitnje...

"Itumeleng,youaredisgusting!Idont

careifyoulookedforitornot,thisis

myhouseyoushouldatleast

considerthat."Ispokeshoutingat

him.Thatseemedliketheonly

languagehegets.

"Kelebogile,pickyourwordswhen



youtalktome,Iamyourolder

brother."hesaidasifIowedhim

respect,somethingthathedoesnt

deserve,notfrommeanyway.

"Youarenotmybrother,youare

nothingtome!Youandyourfamily!"

"YouareonetotalkMissPerfect.

Youdidnthaveaproblemthrowing

mynamearoundatthepolicestation

butnowIamnothing."hesaid.He

wasntshoutinglikemeandIshould

haveknownthathiscoleagueswould

tellhimhowIthrewmytoysaround



screamingforhim.Yes,hisname

workedformebutifhewasntusing

MYsurnameIwouldnthavebothered

askingforhim.AndbesidesIwould

havebeenfineevenifhehadntcome

soheshouldstopactinglikehe

turnedwaterintowineforme,nxa.

"IdidwhatIneededtodoatthat

moment.Anditworked,sowhat?"

"Youarenothingbutastupidbratt,I

dontevenknowwhyIeverbothered

myselfwithyou."



"Youcallingmestupid?Ihavea

houseandacar,unlikeyou!"Iwas

screamingathetopofmyvoice,he

wasannoyingme.Andthefight

wasntaboutthecondomanymore,it

wasabouthiminmyhouse.Inever

wantedhimhereandheknewthat,I

havelearnttoacceptthateven

thoughapartofmewasreservedfor

hate.IhateItumelengandhisfamily

witheverythingIeverhadandhim

goingwillbethebestthingever.I

needmyfreedomback!

Duringtheargumentandshouting

therewasaknockatthedoor.Istood



lookingathim,Iwasnthopinghe

wouldgoopenthedoorbutI

expectedhimtodosomethingand

whenhedidntIwenttoopenthedoor

myselfanditwasAndre'sfather.My

neighbor!Damnit!Ishouldhave

knownthatmyscreamingwould

alarmtheneighbors,whitepeople!I

wasstillfumingwhenIopenedthe

dooranditwashardtohide.

"Isthereaproblem?Wecouldhear

thenoisefromafar."Andre'sfather

said.Liar!Youarejustnextdoorand

orataditaba.Hejusthadtocome

andheartherealstorybehindthe



shoutingandscreaming.Iopenedthe

doorwiderandpointedafingerat

Itumeleng.Iwent,

"Please,tellthatmanoverthereto

packeverythingthat'shisandgetout

ofmyhouserightnow."

IdidntevenlookatItumelengasI

saidthat.Andre'sfather,Idontknow

hisname,sohe'sjustAndre'sfather,

evenwhenIcallhimIgolikethatand

heanswers,hewalkedinthehouse

likeaJohnCenaandsaid,



"Sir,youheardthelady.Dontmake

mecallthepoliceonyou."

Callthepoliceonapolice!

Itumelengdidntfight,hewenttohis

bedroom,topackhisthingsIbelieve.

Thenexttimehewalksfromthat

passageitwillbeforthelasttime.

"AreyougoingtobeokayorshouldI

waitherewithyou?"Andre'sfather

asked.



"I'llbefine,thankyouforbeinga

goodneighbor."

"Areyousure?"

"Yes,Ithinkhegotthemessage."

"Ifhegivesyoumoretroublescream

andIwillbehereagain."hesaidwith

asmile.Inodmyheadathimand

walkedhimtothedoor.

Iclosethedoorandwenttoclearthe

pizzacrumbsandwhatwasleftof



thepizza.Iamnottakinganything

backorfeelingbad,itsabouttimehe

leftman!

FinallyItumelengcameoutwithhis

bags.

"Imadeabigmistakeofcominghere

inthefirstplace."hesaid.

"No,Imadethemistakeofletting

yourfamilydisruptmylifelikethey

tookmyfatherfromme."



"Ifanyoneshouldbemadaboutthat

itsmebecauseyourmotherwasthe

sidechickthattookmyfatherfrom

meandmymom."

Mymomasidechick?
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"W-what,whatdidyoujustsay?"I

askedhimstammeringabit.Icould

notbelievewhathejustsaidandI

wanthimtotakeitback.Mymother

wasagoodwoman,aGodfearing

womanwhowouldneversteal

anotherwoman'smanorletalone



breakingamarriage.Isawhowshe

lived,shenevergavetheimpression

thatshewasaloosewoman.

"Getthatthroughtyourthickhead,I

amyourbrother.WhydoyouthinkI

hangaroundyouevenwhenyou

hatedmyguts?Iwantedtobethere

foryoubutnowIdontthinkyouare

worthitanymore."hesaidashe

carriedhisbagsoutthedoor.Iwasto

shockedtoreactorevenstophim.

Isatonthefloorandcried,Icouldnot

believewhathesaidaboutmymom.



Ithurtsthinkingaboutherthatway,I

loveandrespectmyher.Ihaveheard

thoughthatyoucanneverknowa

personthatwellbutthisismymomI

amtalkingabout.Icouldntforgive

myselfafterherdeath,Ihadsomuch

hateinmeattimesIevenhatedmy

dad.Ifeltlikehecouldhavedone

somethingtokeepheralive.Now

lookatwhatthathadcostme,ithas

costmetheonlypersonthat

probablycaredaboutme.Myown

brother!Ihadkickedmyownflesh

andbloodoutinthedark.

RealisingwhatIhaddoneIran



outsideandwentlookingforhim,I

ranthestreetlookingatcornersand

approachinganyfigurethatlooked

humanbutthatwasjustmyeyes

therewasnooneexceptmeinthe

street.Myfacewaswetwithtearsas

IranoutofKirkneyVillagehopingto

spotmygiantbrotherbuthewas

nowheretobefound.Iranbackand

wenttoGabriel'shouse,thelights

wereoffandthegatewaslockedbut

Ididntgiveup.Ithoughtmaybehe

mightbeinthere,Ishookthegate

andshoutedforGabs,

"Gabriel!Gabriel!Gabriel!"



IkeptonshoutinguntilIfoundmyself

beingstaredbyhisnosyneighbors

butanywaywhowouldstayindoors

whenthereisacrazywomanoutside?

Whoknowsshemightjumpyou

fencestoo.

Ishamelesslywalkedhome.The

thoughtofnotknowingwhere

Itumelengwasdrovemecrazy,Icant

believeIthrewhimout.Condomor

notevenifIdidntknowthathewas

mybrotherhedoesntdeservethat,

noonedeservestobethrownoutlike



that.

Igothomeandtriedcallinghisphone,

itwentstraighttovoicemail.Whatif

hisbatteryisflatandsomething

happenedtohim?MaybeIshouldcall

mydad.WhatamIgoingtosayto

himthough?Iaminthismess

becauseofhim,ifIhadknownthe

truthaboutItumelengthingswould

havebeendifferentandmaybeI

wouldnthavesomuchangertowards

theworld.Ihavealwaysfeltalone

andabondaned,especiallyaftermy

dadgotmarried.Ifeltlikehedidnt

lovemymomenoughonlyforhimto



marryhisfirstlove,mayhewas

inlovewithherallalong.Mymother

ruinedsomebody'shappinessand

tookawayaboy'sjoyofbeingraised

bybothhisparents.Iwonderif

Itumelengistheonlychildmydad

hadwithhismother.

Iamreallyangrythatpeoplekeptthis

awayfrommeandIhadtofindout

likethis.Whenweretheyplanningon

tellingme?AndwouldItumelengtold

meifIhadntfoughtwithhim?Iam

goingtodrivemyselfcrazyifIdont

getanswers.



ItwaslateatnightbutIdecidedto

drivetomyaunt'sinThembisa.If

anyonehasanswersformeitsher,

sheowesmethatmuch.Sheisthe

onlyoneIknowwasclosetomy

momtoknowallhersecrets.Itook

mycarkeysandwentintomycar,I

thoughtaboutmylifewithItumeleng,

thetimeIhadspendwithhim.Since

hegotherenothinggaveawaythe

factthathecouldbemybrother.He

usedmydad'ssurnameeventhough

theydidntgetalong,Iknowthat

becauseIhaveseenhowItumeleng

actedaroundhim.Irememberhe



oncetoldmethatonedayIwillbe

gladheisinmylifeandIthattime

wassupposetobenow,Ishouldbe

happynowthatIhaveabrotherbut

lookatme...Icriedinmycarbecause

Ilostsomeonesoimportanttome

justafterIfoundhim.HowIhave

alwayswantedtohaveabrother,a

siblingtosharemylifewith.

IstartedmycarbutbeforeIputitinto

gearItriedItumeleng'sphoneagain,

voicemail.

"WhereareyouItumeleng?Please



comebackImadeamistake."Isaid

tomyself.Iwipedmytearsoffmy

facebutthatjustpavedawayfor

newones.

IgottoThembisalate,Iamnotused

totheplacebutIknowmywaytomy

aunt's.Sheismymom'soldersister,

shehadpromisedtotakecareofme

aftermymom'sfuneral.

Itseemslikethehousewasempty

butthatmusthavebeenformy

timing,itwaslateandpeoplewere

probablysleeping.Ihooteduntil



someofthelightsinthehousewent

on.

Isawmyauntandherhusband

comingoutofthehouse.Igotoutof

mycar.

"Lebo?"myauntsaid.

"Mmamogolo!"

"Didsomethinghappenmygirl?"

"Mmamogolo,whoisItumeleng?"I



askedwhileoutsidetheirgate.

"Lebo,comeinwecanttalkhere."

"Answermenow!"Iscreamedather.

"Heisyourbrother!"shescreamed

backatme.

ThereIhavemyanswer...
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Myauntmademecomeinsidethe



houseasherhusbandparkedmycar

intheirgarage.Ifeltweak,tiredandI

hatedmyselfbutallinallIblame

everyonethatknewthetruthand

neversawtheneedtotellme.And

tonightIwontleaveherewithoutthe

truth,Idontcarehowmuchithurts

meIwanttoknow.Idontgetwhy

theyhadtohideitfrommeinthefirst

place,itsnotlikeitwouldhave

affectedmylifesomehow.

Herhusbandwenttobedleavingme

withmyaunt.Shemademetea,said

itwillcalmme.Ifonlysheknewhow

agitatedIam.ThefactthatIkicked



myownbrotheroutofmyhousejust

mademylifeseemmiserable,itfelt

likeIhavemessedupsomething

hugeinmylife.Youknow,an

opportunitytobondwithsomeone.I

couldonlyseeastringofbadluck

comingmyway.MaybeIaccidentally

brokeamirror.

"Lebo?"myauntsaid.Hervoice

soundsexactlylikemymom's,thats

whyInevervisitherbecauseso

muchofherremindsofmymom.

"Mamogolo,pleasetellme



everything."Isaidtoher.Iknowbits

ofhowmyparentsmet,mymomtold

methestoryoverandoveragainthat

Ihadpicturedeverydetailofitinmy

mind.Therewasnowife,girlfriendor

childinvolved,shelookedhappy

everytimeshespokeaboutthat.Her

in-lawsneverlikedherhenceIdont

havearelationshipwiththem,they

didntlikemetooandneverhidit.We

wentawayalotbecausewedidnt

havefamiliestovisitonholidays.

Backtohowmyparentsmet,they

metatwork.Mymomhadstarted

workingatthesameschoolasmy

dad.



"Yourdadactedfoolisharoundme

everytimewewerealonebutIacted

likeIsawnothing."shewouldsay

whilelaughing.Shewenttotellme

howhecourtedherandhowshe

playedhardtogetuntilsheagreedto

behisgirlfriend.Ithasbeenagood

unquestionablestoryuntilnow.

"Itslate,weshouldrestandtalk

tomorrow."myauntsaid.

"Pleasehle,IwontbeabletosleepifI

dontknowwhathappened."Ibegged



her.Shelookedawayforawhileand

whenshebroughthereyesbackto

mineshesaid,

"Okay,wheredoIstart?"

"Wasdadmarriedwhenhemet

mama?"Iaskedherandagainshe

tookamomenttoanswerme.

"Yes,hewas."

"So,mymotherwasahome

wrecker?"



"No,Kelebogiledonttalkaboutyour

motherlikethat.Youknowthekind

ofwomanshewas."

"DoIMamogolo?DoIknowwhomy

motherwas?"

"Yes!Sheisthewomanthatraised

you."

"Butshebrokeamarriage,afamily!"

"Shedidntknowthatyourfatherwas



marrieduntilshefellpregnant."

"Howlongdidtheaffairtakebefore

shegotpregnant?"

"6months."

"Thatsnottrue,myparentsmetinthe

late80'sandIwasborninthe90's,

howisthatpossible?"Iaskedlooking

myauntinhereyes.Mymomwas

youngwhenshehadmebutnotthat

young,Ithinkshewas22whenshe

hadmeandhadmetmydadat20

freshfromoutofcollege.



"Lebo,"myauntsaidmynameasshe

pulledbothmyhandsinhers,"Your

motherhad2miscarriegesbefore

shegotyou.Iknowthatyouare

grownupnowandIcantellyou

everything."

AftermyauntsaidthatIjuststared

athernotmoving.Ithoughtmymom

andIwereclose,sheshared

everythingwithmeoratleastI

thought.Shelovedthebiblesomuch

butnowIthinkshewashidingher

terriblesidethroughit.



"Itumelengwasstayingwithme,he'd

justmovedinandweweregettingso

closebutsomethinghappened.I

kickedhimout,Ididntknow...Ididnt

know..."Isaidthelastpartsas

thoughitwoulderasethehorrible

thingIhavedone.Myauntpulledme

inherarms.

Westayedupdrinkingsomemore

tea,shetriedtocheermeupwith

funnyoldstoriesaboutmymombutI

hadlostthatspecialthingIhadwith



her.IdontthinkIwilleverunderstand

whatshedid,thefactthatshewasa

sidechickjustmadethingsworse.

Shewasatotalchristian,alying

christanthough!

Isleptatmyaunt'splacebutIdidnt

reallysleep,Itossedandturnedthe

wholenight.Inthemorningshe

invitedmetogotochurchwiththem,

Icouldseeshewasexcitedtohave

meheresinceherchildrenareall

grownupandhadmovedoutbutI

hadthingstotakecareoffand

church...Mymomuseditasa

shield...



Idrovebacktomyhouseassoonas

theyleftforchurchandwhenIgot

homeIhadexpectedtofind

Itumelengbusycookinginthehouse

buthewasntthere...Ikickedhimout

remembergirl?

Buttherewassomeoneonmy

doorstep.Dineo!

Iparkedmycarandwalkedtoher.

"Dineo?"Isaidhername.



"Whereishe?Iwanttoknowwhyhe

dumpedme."shesaidwithtears

runningdownhercheeks.Ihadno

answersforher,infactseeingher

heremademethinkshehadnews

aboutItumeleng.Ijoinedheronthe

doorstep.

Whilesittingthereacarstoppedat

thegateandawomancameout.She

lookedallprettyasshewalked

towardsus.

"Dumelang,Imlookingfor



Kelebogile."shesaid.Istoodup,she

went,

"Whereismyhusband?"
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Thiswholethingjustremindedmeof

mymom,historyisabouttorepeat

itself.HereIambeingaskedabout

anotherwoman'shusband,Ionlyhad

onepersoninmind,Kgosi.Icould

feelmyheartbeatracingalready,Iwill

neverforgivehimfordoingthistome.

Hegavemetheimpressionthatit

wasjustthe2ofus,okayfineKgosi



neverpromisedmeanythingbutstill.

"Excusemesesi,youcantjustcome

hereanddemandsomeoneIdont

have."Isaidtoher,Dineostoodnext

tomeandjuststaredatthewoman.

"Imsorryitsbeenalongroadandthe

kidsaretired."thewomansaid

droppinghintsthatthemanshewas

lookingforwashersforkeeps,thats

whysheevenmentionedkids.

"Whoisthathusbandofyours?"

Dineoasked.Iwastooafraidto.



"ItumelengMehlapeandIamBetty

Mehlape."shesaidwithasmileand

extendingahandtoDineo.Whatwas

reliefformewasshocktoDineo,I

knowshelovedItumelengandtoher

hewastheguyshehasalways

dreamtof.ShejuststaredatBetty

anddidntmove,hereyesbeamed

withtears.Shelookedasthoughshe

wouldburstanytime,IsaveBettythe

embarrassmentofherhandjust

hangingandwaiting.Itookherhand

inmineandshookitasIsaid,



"IamKelebogile,Itu'ssisterandthis

ismyfriendDineo."

"NicetomeetyouKelebogile,Ihave

heardafewthingsaboutyoubut

dontworryonlythegoodones."she

saidandwebothlaughed.She

seemedniceandIwouldloveto

knowherandherchildrenbetter,

especiallynowthatIhavemessedup

myrelationshipwithItu.Ilookeather

andsawanopportunitytoget

Itumelengbackthroughher.

DineowatchedmelikeIwassucking



uptoBettyforsomething,shemight

notunderstandwhatIamdoingbutif

shewasinmyshoesIbetshewould

dothesame.IgladlyaskedBettyto

bringthekidsinsidesoIcanmeet

them.ShewenttohercarandDineo

turnedonme,

"Kegoreyouarechoosingherover

me?"

"BathongDineo,whatareyoutalking

about?"

"YoujustmetherandIamnotjust



yourbrother'sgirlfriendIamyour

friendtoo."

"HedumpedyouDineoandIwantto

gettoknowmybrother'schildren."I

saidtoDineowhosawthiswhole

thingherownway.Iwasntpicking

sides,Iwasdoingwhatswasneeded.

"IcanbeoverthetopcrazybutIama

goodfriendthatknowsfriendship

loyalty.Youandyourbrothercan

bothgotohell!"shesaidandwentto

thegate.ShepassedBettywithher

childrenontheirwayin.Thekids



lookedsopretty,Dineocangotohell

toothisisabeautifulmoment!Iwent

tothemandthekidsrantome,they

gavemehugs.Theirmother

introducedmetothem,itwasaboy

anagirl.

"Thisonehereis6yearoldMarumo."

shewasholdingouttheboy,theyhad

givenhimmydad'sname,shewent

tothegirl."Andthisprettyonehere

wholookslikeherauntis3yearold

Kelebogile."

So,Itumelengnamedhisdaughter



afterme?Doesthismeanheknew

aboutmeallalong?ThisIhaveto

hearmoreof,IcarriedKelebogileas

wewentintothehouse.

"Rakgadi,whathappenedtoyour

friend?"Bettyaskedme.

"Oh,shehadtogotoherplace."

"Okay,Iquicklyhavetorunsome

errand.Iwillbebackjustnow."she

saidalreadyoutthedoor.



Ididntmindherleaving,timewithmy

nephewandnieceisallIneed.Ifelt

evenclosertoItumelengasIplayed

withhischildren,itwasliketheyhave

knownmeforaverylongtime.They

spoketomeasweplayedaround,I

wishIhadtoysinmyhouseand

Nthabiusedtotellmetobuythem

forherkidseverytimetheyvisited.I

neversawtheneeduntilnow.Itried

talkingtothemaboutItumelengbutit

waslikeIwasmentioningsomeone

theyhardlysee.IthinkItumeleng

mighthaveabondonedhisfamily,the

entiretimehewasherehenevereven

mentionedthem,hedoesnteven



haveasinglepictureofthem.Maybe

hehastheirpicturesonhisphone.

Bettycameback,Ihadforgottenthat

sheleftmealonewiththekids.She

didnttakelongjustwewerehaving

fun,thekidsandIwereplayingonthe

floor.Shesatonthecouchand

watchedus,Ilookedather,she

lookedabitdistantlikeshewasntin

theroomwithus.Icontinuedplaying

withthekidsbutslowlyslippedaway

fromthem.Iwenttotheirmother.

"Heyareyouokay?"Iaskedher,she



lookedatmewithasmilethen

replied,

"Yes,IamjustworriedaboutItu.We

hadahugefightwhenheleftandthe

kidshaventseentheirfatherina

while.Whenishecomingback?"

"Uhm...Wealsohadafightandhe

movedout."Isaidtoher,Ialmost

addedthatitwasmyfaultbut

couldnt.

"Oh,maybeweshouldleave."



"Why?"

"Dontworry,wewillarrange

somethingsoyoucouldspendtime

withthem."shesaidthengavemea

hug.

Iwalkedthemtothecarandgave

themhugs.TheydroveoffandIwent

backtomyemptyhousethatseemed

evenquieter.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,Iran



toopenhopingitwas...

"Molotsanawagotshwanale

mmagwe!"

Itu'smom...
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Idonthavetheenergytostandhere

andbetoldhowawitchmymother

was,Iamnothappywithher

decissionsandbesidesIwasntin

cahootswithherwhenshestoleher

mansoshebetterleavebeforeIdo



orsaysomethingImightregret.If

sheishereaboutItumelengthenshe

iswastinghertimetoo,whatIdidis

betweenhimandI.

"Iamgoingtoaskyoutoleave,

nicely."Isaidstillstandingatthe

door,Iwasntgoingtoletherin.She

camehereforafight,Idonthave

anyonetofightformeandherfight

shouldbedirectedtocemetery,that

iswheremymomis.

Thewomanhadnerves,sheknewI

didntwantherinmyhousebutshe



pushedmein.Ialmostlandedonmy

ass,Imsuresheusedallherstrenght

onme.

"Youhavenoclaimofanythingin

here,ifitwasntforyourmotherall

thiswouldbelongtomychildrenand

you'vegotthegutstokickmyson

out."shesaidwalkingtowardsme

likeshewouldhitme,Iwalked

backwardandIalmostturnedaround

andrantomyroom.Iknowthe

womandoesntlikemeandInever

thoughtIwouldeverseethissideof

hers.Shealwaysactednicearound

meevenwhenIwasbeingdifficult,



maybeIhadcrossedalinebykicking

Itumelengout.

"Pleaseleave,Iambeggingyou!"

"Iwillshembutknowthatfromnow

onyouarenotapartofmyfamily

anymoreandthisflashyhouseisthe

lastthingyou'llevergetfrommy

husband."shesaidwithasmile.I

believeher,Iknowhowmuch

influenceshehasonmydad.Iam

abouttoloosemyfatherjustafter

loosingmybrother.Ididntevenknow

whattosaytoher,shehaswon,



slowlybutsurely.Shelookedaround

thehouse,myhouseasifshewas

picturingherselforherchildreninit.

Noneofher5girlsareworking,they

arelivingoffmydadandifanyone

shouldbehappytheyhaveagoodlife

itsthem.Itwasjustmeand

Itumeleng,wewerefinebutImessed

up.Andhismotherisntmaking

thingsbetterbybeinghere.

Oneofherdaugherscamethrough

thedoor,shedidntevengreetme.

Shejustwent,



"Mamaarentyoudonehere?"

"Iammychild."shesaidthatand

theyleft.

Iwenttositonthecouchandcried,I

calledGabriel'sphone.Itwent

straighttovoicemail.Icouldcall

Kgosibutheisnotthecomforting

type.IthencalledNthabi,atleastshe

answered,shesoundeddownbutI

dontthinkwhateversheisgoing

throughcouldbeworsethatwhatI

amgoingthrough.Afterexchanging

greetingsIoffloadedonherbutI



didntgettothepartaboutItu'smom.

ItoldheraboutItu'swifeandwhenI

gottotheDineopartNthabilostit,

"Kelebogile,whothehelldoyouthink

youare?Dineohasbeenyourfriend

foryearsandyouchosesomeone

youdontknowoverher!"

"Nthabi,dontyougetwhyIdidthat?"

"Yes,Igetit.YouareselfishLebo!"

Nthabisaidthenhangup.Tjo,

everyoneisturningagainstme!Even

mybestfriend.MaybeIshouldgive



upeverythingandbeonmyown,

thatshowthingsaresupposetobe,I

canseethat.ImessupeverythingI

touchmos.

ShouldItakeaholiday?Idoneed

sometimetoregroupandaskmyself

whatsimportanttome.Iknowthat,

justneedadifferentapproachtolife

andstopmakinghastydecission.

EvenwithmenIjustmessup,I

startedoffnicelywithJoeonlinebut

endedwith2grownupmenwhocant

chosewhattheywant.Icantcry

anymore,thereisnouseasIbrought

allthisonmyself.



Iwenttomyroomandpackedmy

stuffinsuitcases,Ihavesomuch

stuff,someIdontevenknowandstill

newwithpricetagsonthem.Iam

suchaterribleperson,Ishould

donatesomeofthemtopeoplewho

needthem.Idecidedtopackthem

accordinlyinboxes,doingsomething

forsomeoneneedymightease

thingsformeandmakemefeelless

ofaterribleperson.SinceIhave

learntofmymom'sterribledeedsI

feellikeIhavebecomelikeher,a

versionofaminiher.



Imarkedandthencarriedallthe

boxestomycar,Itriedpacking6of

theminthebackseatandthesuit

casesintheboot.It'slateandIhopeI

dontgetintotroublewiththelaw.

Imadesurethateverythingwasin

orderbeforeIleft,switchedoffthe

lights,closedthewindowandlocked

thedoors.

IdrovetoSoshanguve,tomydad's

house.TonightIamgoingtomake

thingsrightbymydad,Itu,my

stepmotherandherdaughters.



Iunloadedmyboxesandsuitcases

outside.Iparkedmycaroutsideand

walkedinholdingmyhandbag.I

knockedonthedooranditwas

openedbyItumeleng,Ialmost

jumpedathimbutthelookonhis

facestoppedme.

"Itu,kemang?"thatwashismom.

Heopenedthedoorwiderforme,I

walkedinsidethehouseofahappy

familythatwasabouttoeachsupper.

TheyalllookedatmelikeIwasan



allien.Iopenedmyhandbagand

tookoutmycarkeyandhousekeys.I

placedthemonthekitchentable.

WithtearsinmyeyesIsaid,

"Fortheburdenthatmymomhas

causedthisfamilyIamreturningall

thethingsIdontdeserve."
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Iknowtheydidntexpectmetostay

forsupperorsleepover,Ialsoknow

theydontwantmehereandwhatI

hadjustdidshouldntsurprisethem,

theyhadexpectedmetogiveup



everythingalongtimeago.Mydad's

newdaughtersweresmilingand

lookedreadytojumpintomyhouse,

sorrymydad'shouse.Asfortheir

mothershelookedpleasedthatour

"talk"hadhelpedmecometomy

senses.

Ilookedaroundthehousethatused

tobemyhome,mymom'spictures,

mypictures,ourfamilypicturesare

nolongerwheretheyusedtobe.This

showsthatIshouldntevenbehere

rightnow,Iamnotapartofthem.



"Lebo,whatisthis?"mydadsoftly

askedme.

"Imsorrydaddy,Ididntcometostay."

Isaidandturnedaround,Icouldnt

bearwatchhisface.Iknewthiswas

goingtohurthimmorethanitwould

hurtmebutIamactuallydoinghim

favourandgivinghimtimetolivelife

withjusthimandthem.

BehindmeitwasItumeleng,

"Imsosorryforeverything,ifIhad

knownmaybethingswouldhave



turnedoutbetter."Isaidwithtears

runningdownmycheeks.Iwas

actuallydoingthisforhim,Iamtrying

tocorrectthewrongsthatmymom

haddone.

Iwalkedoutthedoor,hopemythings

arestilloutthere.Igotmyphoneout

andcalledacab.Itumelengcameout

thehousejustafterIendedmycall

withthecabdriver.Iwenttosit

outsideononeoftheboxes.

"Areyoutryingtohurtme?"heasked

me.



Reallynow?DoesthislooklikeIam

tryingtohurtanyone?Iamonly

givinghimandhisfamilyeverything

thatIhave.Tryingtokeepmy

distanceandshowthemthatIam

nothinglikemymom.

"Itumeleng,whatdoyouwantfrom

me?Iamonlytryingtodowhatyou

allwantmetodo."

"Youthinkgivingawayyourcarand

houseisbestofallofus?Lebo,you

mightmakeeveryonehappybythat



butdad?Youarehurtinghim!"

"Itumeleng,ntlogele!Leavemethe

hellalone!MaybethisiswhatIneed,

beingRosina'schildisolatesmefrom

everyone.Mymother'ssinsare

catchingupwithmeandIwilldeal

withthemmyway."tearswere

runningdownmycheeksasIspoke.

"Lebo..."Itumelengsaidbutbeforehe

couldgoonhismothercameoutof

thehouseshouting,

"Itumychildleaveheralone,lether



goman!Thisungratefulgirlkicked

yououtofyourfather'shouseso

dontyoudarefeelsorryforher."

Thatsharshbutshewasright,I

broughtallthisonmyselfandallI

wantistostartoverwithoutthem.I

dowishItumelengandIcouldbuild

something,abrotherandsister

relationship.Itwouldhavebeennice.

"Ithinkyoushouldlistentoyourmom

Itumeleng."Isaidasmycabmadea

u-turnandstopped.



Thecabdriverhelpedmeloadmy

stuffinhiscarasItumelengandhis

momwatchedon.

FromhereIdontevenknowwhatisit

thatIamgoingtodo.Idonthavea

plan,inmymindallIwantedtodo

wasstartoverbuthowdoIevendo

thatwhenIdonthaveaplacetostay

andnoonetoturnto.Itumeleng

lookedlikehewantedtohelportalk

buthismommadesurehedoesntdo

anyofthat.Igotintothecabwithout

lookingatthem,thecabdriverasked

mewhereIwanttogo.Isaidahotel,I

mentionedthenameofthehotel.We



droveoff,Ididnthavethecourageto

cryorevengivemyselfamomentto

considerwhatIwasdoing,Ihad

madeupmymind.

AtthehotelIdidntsleepwell,

everytimeIclosedmyeyesIwould

seemymomandshewascrying.She

madeamistakethatIhavetolive

withbutIcantfinditinmyheartto

hateher.IhaveseenhersufferandI

believeshepaidforhersins.

Iwokeupearlymorningandtooka

bath,Ihadalongone.AfterthebathI



wenttogetdressed,myphonerang

whileIwasbusy.ItwasKgosi,we

didnttalkmuch.Ididntwanttobring

upmyproblems,hemightthinkIdid

allthatbecauseIwanttomovein

withhimorneedhishelp.Hetoldme

hewasgoingtoCapeTownfora

meetingandallthekindofstuffhe

needstodofortheday,itsounded

strangethatKgosiwastellingmehis

whereabouts.Iamusedtowondering

whereheis.

AfterthecallIfinishedandtooka

taxitowork,Iworkedthewholeday

withouttakingbreaks.Dealingwith



otherpeople'sproblemsseemstobe

aformoftherapyforme,Ididnteven

getthechancetoseeMphoorsome

ofmycolegues.Justafterknockoff

timeIreceivedacallfromNthabi,

withoutgreetingsoraskinghowI

wasdoingshejustwent,

"Thereissomethingstrangewith

Dineo,letsmeetatherplace."

Thenshehangup!

IdontfeellikeseeingDineo,Ihave

problemsofmyownandwhyshould



weruntohereverytimeshehas

problems?

Ihadmadeupmymindaboutnot

goingtoseeDineobutthethoughtof

thatemptysmallhotelroommade

methinkotherwise.Itookataxito

Dineo'sflatandwhenIgottherethe

doorwasopenedbyNthabi.Dineo

wassittingonacouchwithbruises

onherface.Shelookedatmeand

said,

"Yoursister-in-lawdidthistome"



Idontbelieveher...

[8/26,8:51PM]Kelibo:Chapter83>>>

NowDineoismakingthingsup,Idont

believeasinglewordofwhatsheis

saying.FirstofallBettywouldnt

knowwheretofindherandthe

womanseemsharmlessandtoo

friendlytodothiskindofthing.If

Dineowantsmyattentionsheshould

justaskforitotherthanmakeupsilly

stories.WhatreasondoesBettyneed

toattackher?Shedidlookbad

though,whoeverdidthistoherreally

wantedtoleavepermanentmarks.



"Whoisthat?"NthabiaskedDineo

sittingnexttoher.Ialsosatnextto

Dineoonherotherside.

"Betty,Itumeleng'swife."Dineosaid.

"AreyousureDineo?"Iasked,they

bothlookedatmelikeIwasstupidto

doubtDineobutseriouslythereisno

wayBettywoulddothis.

"WhatdoyoumeanLebo?Youthink

Dineoismakingthisup?"



"NobutwhywouldBettyattackyou,

firstofallshedoesntevenknow

whereyoustay."

"Iknowhowthewholethingsounds

butIwasalsosurprisedtoseeher

here."

"Dineo,youdonthavetoexplain

anythinghere.Lebowouldsurelytake

Betty'sside,akereshe'shernewly

foundbestie."



Idontknowwhatiswrongwith

Nthabi,she'sbeingmeantomelately.

Itslikeallofasuddenshehatesme,I

knowshelikestoactlikeourmother,

shoutingatusandtellinguswhatto

doallthetimebutthiswasdifferent

fromallthat.Iignoredher,thelast

thingIwanttodoisloosebothmy

friendsatthesametimewhileIhave

nooneanymore.

"DineoImsorryaboutwhathappened

toyou,didyouhaveanythingtoeat?"

Iasked.



"Soyoudontwanttohearthefull

story?YouarereallytakingBetty's

sidearentyou?"Nthabistartedagain.

"LeboIknowyoudontbelievemebut

shedidthis,shewaskickingmeon

myfacewhileIwasonthefloor,

tellingmetostopwhatIwasdoing

withherhusband."Dineosaid.Iwant

tobelieveherbuttherewasnowayI

couldthinkofBettyasamonster.I

wouldjusthavetopretendlikeI

believeherwhileIstudyBetty.

"Dineo,whatareyoudoing?She



doesntbeliveyou."Nthabisaidbeing

persistance.Youwontsaysheisthe

samewomanthatIhavebeen

helpingwhenherhusbandwas

cheatingonandabusingher.

"Ibelieveher!OkayNthabi?"Iasked

her.Shejustlookedatmelikeshe

couldseerightthroughme.Idont

carewhatshethinksaboutme,sheis

onamissiontodiscreditmeall

becauseofBetty.Sheshouldbe

takingBetty'sside,theybothhave

onethingincommon,cheating

husbands.Thoughtmarriedwoman

standtogether.



"Itsokaygirls,Imjustgladyouare

bothhereandIthinkIwanttoeat

somethingfromMacDonald."Dineo

saidandNthabiwent,

"Lebocanquicklydrivethere,I'llhelp

youwashup.Come."

IdonthaveacarandIdontthinkthis

isanappropriatetimetotellthemmy

problems,itwouldseemselfish,

especiallytoNthabi.Itookmypurse

andcellphone.Iwalkedto

MacDonald,atleastitwasntfarfrom



Dineo'sflat.OnmywaythereGabriel

calledme,Iwonderwherehehas

been.Ihavebeentryingtogetholdof

himfordayswithoutanyluck.I

answered,

"Heyyou."

"Heytoyoutoo."hisvoicesound

wonderful,sowishIwaswithhimso

Icouldhearthatvoicetellingmethat

everythingwillbeallrightbutisit

reallygoingtobeokay?

"ImissyouGabs."



"ImissyoutooandsomuchbutIhad

torushtomyaunt's,Mbalibrokeher

arm.DontevenknowwhenI'llbe

back."

"Imsorrytohearthat,isitbad?"

"Notthatbad,she'sstillatthe

hospital.NtombiandIaretaking

turnsspendingtimewithher."

Greatthatnameagain!IknowI

shouldfeelsorryforMbalibutthe



greenmonsterinmejusttookover.

ThefactthatNtombiisspendingso

muchtimewithGabsmakesmeso

angry,whycantitbemethatsbyhis

side?Thisisjustanopportunityfor

her,maybesheevenwenttoDr

Kashkashtomakethishappen.ButI

amtakingmythinkingoverboard

now,noonewoulddothattotheir

ownchildren,noevencrazyNtombi.

Andeverybodyinmylifeseemsto

haveproblemsoraretoobusy,who

doIhavetosharemyproblemswith

now?

IwishedMbaliaspeedyrecovery



beforehangingup,Ihadthought

Gabriel'scallwouldlowermystress

butitdidnothing.IgottoMacDonald,

gotourfoodandwalkedback.Iknow

whatthegirlslikesoIdidnthaveto

callandask.

WhenIgotbacktotheflatNthabi

wasbusyfussingoverDineoonthe

couch,thatstheNthabiIknow.Igave

themtheirthefood,byjustthelooks

ontheirfacesIknewtheyhavebeen

gossipingaboutme,especially

Nthabi'sface,shecanneverhide

anything.Ididntevenaskthemwhat

wasgoingonbutaftersometime



Nthabistarted,

"Lebo,DineoandIhavebeentalking."

"Okay."IsaidlookingfromNthabito

Dineo.

"WethinkDineoshouldmoveinwith

you,itsnotsafeforherhere."

"Girls,I..."beforeIcouldgoonNthabi

went,

"Thereshegoesbeingselfishagain."



"Nthabi,pleaseI..."

"NothingLebo,justleave,the2ofus

willfiguresomethingout."
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Ihaveaterriblelifeatthemoment,

everythingseemstobefallingapart

atandtheonlypeoplethatIneedthe

mostarealsothrowingmeintothe

deep.Iknowhowthingslookfrom

theirsidesincetheythinkIhaveacar

andhouse,ifonlytheycouldgiveme

achancetoexplainbutNthabihad



surelymadeuphermindaboutme.

TothemIamjusttheselfishfriend

thattheyhadtogossipaboutevery

secondIamoutoftheroom.

Ididntfinishmyfood,Ithrewthelast

bitintoabinandtookmyhandbag.I

wantedtocryandtellthemwhyI

canttakeDineoinbutthatwould

seemdesperate.IlookedatNthabi,

sheavoidedmyeyesandlookedat

Dineoandwent,

"Dineomyfriend,ifitwasntforVuyo

andItryingtoworkonourmarriageI



wouldletyoucomestaywithmebut

dontworrywewillmakeaplan."

IwantedtotellNthabihowstupidshe

istoevenconsidertakingVuyoback

butIguessIdonthaveasay

anymoreinthat.Istoodforasecond,

Iwantedtosaygoodbyebutdecided

notto.Theyaretoocosyenoughto

goonwithoutme.Iwalkedoutthere

withaheavyheart.

Ididnttakeataxitotown,Ihurried

there,thefreshairthathitmyface

driedthetearsthatwantedtocome



outofmyeyes.Idontknowwhat

wentwronginmylifethatallofa

suddenIlosteverything,howIwish

mymomwasherebutIdontthink

thatwouldhavehelped.Iusedtobea

bitrebeliousgrowingup,wanting

thingsmywayandIthinkifshewas

hereIwouldntbetalkingtoher

consideringthecurrentsituation.I

aminthismessbecauseofher.

Igottotownandboughtmyselfa

cheapphone,Iactuallyneededthe

simcard.Iwantanewonetostart

overandIshouldprobablybuyanew

phonesincethisonewasboughtby



Itumeleng,Ishouldhavegivenitback

whenIreturnedthekeys.Itwas

gettinglate,Igotintoataxiandwent

tothehotel.Iwentstraighttomy

room,Idontwanttoeat.Thereisno

orderingininthishotel,wealleat

breakfast,lunchanddinneratthe

dininghall.Iamnotupforpeople,on

mywayhereIhavebeencollecting

papersandanythingthatadvertised

propertiestobuyorrent,Ihadeven

askedthehotel'sreceptionisttoget

mesomemore.AsIsearched

throughtheone'sIhadIcouldfeel

thatnothinginterestsme,Iwantmy

oldhouseback.Ihadchoseit



becauseitwasclosetoworkandI

lovedthelocation,Iwasntplanningto

spendtherestofmylifetherethough

butthatdoesntmeanIwasreadyto

giveitup.

Gabrielcalledmetotellmehow

Mbaliwasdoing,wedidnttalkmuch,

hesaidhewastiredandneededto

rest.AftertalkingtohimIwentback

tomypapersandsearched,my

phonerangagain,itwasmydad.I

justlookedatit,thenItumeleng.They

bothkeptcallingandIjustlookedat

it.Iansweredonecallwhichwas

fromKgosi.



"Darling,Iamoutsideyourhouse.

Arentyousupposetobehomeby

now?"hesaid.

Gosh,whatnow?Ithoughthewasin

CapeTown!Icantlethimcomehere,

notafterthetalkIhadwithhimabout

movingintohishouse.Hemightsee

thisasifIamtryingmakehimfeel

sorryforme.Idontwantpeopleto

sympathisewithmeanymore,Iwant

tostandonmyown2feetandwork

hard.AndthatmeansIshouldfixmy

financialsituations,nomoreweaves,



expensiveclothesandshoes.

"Imnothome,Iwentoutwithmy

friends."Ilied.

"Onamonday?"

"Yes,wehaventseeneachotherina

while."

"Okay,Iwillwaitthen."

"NoKgosi!IdontknowwhattimeI'll

bebackandyoucantwaitoutside."



"Takeyourtime,Ihavesparekeysto

yourhouse."

"What?IfyougointhereIswearIwill

nevertalktoyouagain!Justleave!

Getthehelloutofthere!"Ishouted

thenhangup.Iwascrying,thisis

suchabigmess.NowIcanttellthe

manthatIlovethetruth,Ineedhim

tocomecomfortme.

Hecalledagainandagainandagain!

Ididntpickup.MydadandItumeleng

calledtoo,Iwatchedasmyphone's



batterywentflatandthephonedied

whileitwasringing.Iamneverever

goingtochargeit,whoeverisinthere

gotburriedwiththebattery.

Everythinginthereisinthepast.But

allcouldntbefaironKgosi,Ilovehim

andIloveGabrieltoo.Kgosiishere

andIdonthavetobealone,ifhesees

thishisownwayI'llbefinewiththat.

Loosinghimwontaffectmeasmuch

asitdidwithmyhouseandcar.

Iknowhiscellphonenumberbyheart,

Itookmynewphoneandcalledhim.

HepickedupandIthinkhewas

driving.



"Kgosi?"IsaidhisnameandIthink

hecouldtellthatIwascryingandI

hadexpectedhimtohangupbuthe

didnt.

"Darling,whatswrong?"

Icouldntholdmyselfanymore,Iburst

outcryingandbeggedhimtocome

seeme.Heaskedmefordetailsof

whereIwas,Itoldhimandwehang

up.



Itriedtoremaincalmandcompose

myself.15minuteslatertherewasa

knockatthedoor,Iwenttoopen.

WhenIsawKgosiIcouldnthelpit,I

criedsohardhejustpulledmeinhis

arms.
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AllofasuddenIfeltliketheentire

worldcangotohell,myfriends,my

dadandhisentirefamily.Kgosi's

armsaroundmefeltliketheonly

thingthatgavemetherighttolive

andbehappy.Ifonlyitwaspossible



forjustthe2ofustobealoneinthis

worldforever,Idontcareifhedoesnt

smileortellsmethathelovesme,as

longasheoffersthiskindofhugs

everythingwillbefine.

Hecameinsidethesmallthatfeltfull

alreadywithmyboxeseverywhere.

Wesatonthebed.Hewashereand

thetearswereaproofofpain,I

pouredmyheartouttohim.Itoldhim

aboutmymom'sdeathandhowmy

ownfatherandhisentirefamilyhates

me.EverythingthatIwassaying

soundedmorepainfull,mylifewas

doomedtheminuteIwasconceived.



Iamcursed!Kgosilistenedtome

goingonandonaboutmylife,his

forevercoldeyesstaredatmeashis

lipsgotdry.Idontknowifhe

understoodmypainorthoughtIwas

makingeverythingupsohecouldpity

meandaskmetomovein.Itwas

real,everythingwasreal.Ineedhim

butdontwantanymorehandouts

fromanyone.Iamwillingtobean

independentwoman.Foronceinmy

lifeIwillstandupforthat!

Iwentquietforawhileafterpouring

outallmysorrowsandpaintoKgosi,

Ilookedathim.Hedidntmoveor



showanyemotions.

"YouthinkIammakingthisup,dont

you?"Isaidgettingoffthebed.He

stillgavemeablanklook.

"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

"DoyouthinkIdidallthisbecauseI

wanttomoveinwithyou?"Iasked.

Hethoughtaboutthatforamoment

andwent,

"No."



"So,thenwhatdoyouthink?"

"IunderstandandIamhereforyou."

hesaidashecameclosertome,

Kgosidoesntspeakalotbutthose

wordsmeantalottome.Hekissed

myforeheadandlookedatme.

"Kgosi?"

"Imstillhere."

"Please,tonightmakelovetome.No



fetishandS&Mstuffjustusgetting

hotandverydeep."Isaidpullinghim

downtomyface,hedidnthaveto

respond.Icouldfeelhimrisingand

risingtouchingmeonmyabdomen.

Hewantedme,stressedoutornotI

alsowantedhim.Iwanthimtomake

meforgetthatIgavemyhouseand

caraway.Heloweredhisheadto

mineandkissedmeashewrapped

hisarmsaroundmywaist,Itook

minearoundhisneck.Iwasstillin

myuniformbutinafewminutesI

wasnaked,Kgosicarefullygotme

outofit.Healsogothimselfoutof

hissuit,Iletthewaytotheshower.



Whenwegottothereheturnedme

aroundtofacethewall,heopened

thewaterandransoaponmyback.

Hewashedmybackasheslowly

massagedmyshoulders,Icouldtell

hewantedtoreleaseallthetension

thatwastherebutIdidntwantthat,I

wanthimdeepinme.Herinsedthe

soapoffandstartedplantingkissed

onmyshoulders,heguidedafinger

betweenmythighsandpushedit

rightinfindingmemoistandready.

Hisalreadyhardonwaspressed

againstmybutt,readytoinvadeas

hisfingersweremakingwavesinside

me.Thesensationwasdrivingme



crazyas,Iwasabouttocomewhen

heturnedmearoundandthenlifted

mebymybutttohiswaist.Hislips

attackedmine,twistinghistonguein

mymouthasheteasedmedown

therebyjustpressinghimselfagainst

myopening.EverytimeItriedpush

myselftolethimslidinhewouldpull

back,IknowhelovesitwhenIbeg

foritbutIdonthavetimeforthis.I

wantsexandIwantitnow!HenceI

toldhimIdontwanthiscrazy

fantasies.TheyaregoodandIenjoy

them,IwilljusthavethemwhenIam

notstressed.



Mybackwasagainstthewettiled

bathroomwallandhewaspressing

meagainstit.Hewouldstopkissing

meandshifthiswarmlipstomyhard

nipples,hesuckedonthemandbit

them.Ipushedhimwithmyhands

frommybreastandfacetryingtoget

hisattentionsomewhereelse,down

therewhereIbadlywantedhim.He

openedthewateragainandithitmy

face,withthathetookmyhandsand

heldthemabovemyhead.Itriedto

fighthishandsofmine,hepressed

hislipshardonmineandwithone

pushheslidintomemakingme

scream.Hehadsurprisedme!Helet



myhandsgoasherockedme.I

wrappedmyhandsaroundhim,

pullinghimclosertome.DamnI

neededthis!

Icouldfeelmymusclesclasping

aroundhim,hisstrenghtandspeed

increasingwithhisbreathing.I

screamedformoreandthatiswasI

got,itwaslikeKgosicouldreadmy

mind.Mymusclestightenedaround

himasIcame,releasingthetension,

stressandgraspingtheenergythat

Kgosiwasoffering.Mywholebody

trembledaroundhis.



Kgosiwashedmyentirebodywith

soap,carefullydriedmewithatowel

thencarriedmetobed.

Hewentbacktotheshower,Iwanted

tosleepbutcouldnt.There'slotgoing

oninmymind,maybeI'llsleepwellin

Kgosi'sarms.Andwhenhefinished,

hegotonthebednakedandasked,

"Howareyoufeelingnow?"

"Likeround2."Isaid.



Heplacedhislegbetweenmineand

partthemashetracedhisfingerson

mytummy...

Goodnight...!!!
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Sexcantgetyouwhatyouwantbut

formostitcantakeyouwhereyou

wanttogo,itmightbeathingforthat

certainmomentandtoothersit

meanseverythingsotomeitsa

commitment.Itusedtobeforfun

whengrowingup,Ihavelearntalot



fromsexanddecidedtotreasureit.I

havedatedonlinetofindMrRight,

metKgosiandnowGabriel.Being

withKgosidoesntmeanIchosehim

overGabriel,Ihavedevelopedasoft

spotforGabstoo.Heisagoodfather

toMbaliandheloveshisownmother,

showmeawomanwhowouldnt

wantthattypeofguyinherlife.

Kgosiisalwaysfullofmysterious

surprises,sexwithhimalwaysfeels

likeanewthing.Itsexciting,arousing

andenergetic,allthethingsInever

knewsexcanoffer.Hewas

peacefullysleepingnexttome,the



lastroundwasabithecticforbothof

us.Iamnotcomplainingthough,it

wasgood.Ilookedathimand

wonderedwhatisitthatthe

handsomefacewashidingfromme,

heknowssomuchaboutmethatI

wonderifIwilleverknowanything

abouthim.

Isnuggledupnexttohim,hewas

asleepbuthewrappedhisarm

aroundmeandpulledmecloserto

him.Thisissogoodbutisitforgood

though?



EarlymorningIwokeuptoanempty

bed,Iwasallalone.Ipulledthepillow

andfoughtwithitbeforethrowingit

tothebathroomdoorbutitcouldhit

thedoor,thedooropenedandKgosi

cameoutnakedsothepillowhithim.

"Andnow?"heaskedmeashepicked

itandthrewitonthebed.

"Thoughtyouleft."Iansweredhim.

Hedidntrespond,heswitchedonthe

tvtosomebusinessnewschanel

thatboredmetheminuteitstarted

mentioningrandsanddollars.Igot



outofbedandheadedtothe

bathroom,therewasaknockatthe

door.IlookedatKgosi,hewent,

"OhthatmustbemyPA,Iaskedher

tobringsomestuffforme."hesaid

puttingonhispantsandvest.What

kindofPAisthis?Imeanshedoes

everythingforhim,shetransferesme

moneythroughhisbankaccount,

nowthis?Andworsepartitsa

woman.Shehasaccesstoeverything,

evenhiswardrobe.Doesthismean

shepickshisunderweartoo?Ai

shem,I'dratherbelateforworkI

wanttoseethiswoman.Iwasstill



naked,Iwentbacktobedand

coveredmyselfwiththebedcovers.

Kgosiwaslookingatmetheentire

time,Idontcare.Hemademefeel

likenumberone,soIwillstayatthat

spotuntil-until.

Hewenttoopenthedoor,theroomis

amessandifhedoesntallowherinI

wouldgotothatdoornaked.Icould

hearhimtalkingtoher,Ijustwaited

forthedoorsoundtohappendand

then...

Heletherin!



Itwasaverystylishelderlywoman

whoworeablackskirtanda

matchingjackedwithhighheels.I

didntfeelthreatenedbyher,Idont

thinkhewouldgoforsomeonethis

oldbutanywayIdontknowhowold

Kgosiis.Thiswasawkwardforboth

herandme,itlookedlikeshedidnt

expecttofindsomeoneinhere,let

alonesomeonenakedinbed.

"ThisismyPAandaunt,Paulina."

Kgosisaidtome.



Iwasleftspeechless!Aunt?Asin

familymember?Nowondershepicks

hisclothes.Butthisiswrong,Icant

meethisauntlookinglikethis.Ithas

tobeaproperintroduction,nowIwill

neverknowhowtoactaroundher.

Kgositurnedtohisaunttointroduce

me.

"AuntPaulinathisis..."

Okay,Icantwaittohearthis.



"her!"thatwashisanswer.Ihad

expectedtohearmygirlfriendormy

womannot"her"!Ilookedathim

expectinghimtogoonbutIguess

hisaunthadalreadyunderstoodher

nephew.Shecametomeandoffered

meherhand.Icouldntberudetoher,

Itookherhandandshookit

exchangingpleasantries.She

soundedniceandlookedfriendlytoo,

notthatIamgoodjudgeofcharacter

buthersmilereasurredme.Icould

tellshelikedmealreadydespitethe

messshefoundmeinandthefeeling

wasmutual.



AfterthatshegaveKgosihisdiaryfor

theday,shewastakinglongandI

wasgettinglateforwork.Ilookedat

myphoneanditwas6:30,Ihaveto

beatworkby7and30minutesits

notenoughformetogetready.IfI

wasntnakedIwouldgetoutofbed

andgotakeashowerbutthepoor

womanhasseenenoughalready.

Theytookabout15minutesgoing

throughhisdiaryandwhenshefinally

leftshesaidhergoodbyestomewith

asmile.AssoonassheleftIgotout

ofbedandkickedafewkicksinthe

air,IdontknowifIshouldfeelstupid

forwhatIdidorforbeingcalled"her".



"Servesyouright!"Kgosisaidwhen

hefoundmekickingatnothing.I

didntsayanythingtohim,Iwentto

theshower.WhileshoweringKgosi

toldmehewastakinghisthingsto

thecar.Ifinishedwhilehewasstill

outside,Iquicklyputmyoldphoneon

charger,Ihavetocallworkandlet

themknowIwillbelate.

Iletitchargeforafewminutesthen

switchediton,messagescamein.

Firstonewasfromthebank,forgetit

waspayday.Thenext2messages



werealsonotifications...

Debitordersforthecarandhouse...
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ThetruthisIdidwhatIdidtryingto

getbackatmydadandItumeleng,I

wantedtoproveacertainpointto

them.Ithoughtgivingawaymycar

andhousewouldtakethemadayor

2torealiseIwasntplayingandby

thenIwouldprobablybebackinthe

housebutnowthathasbackfired

badlyonme.IampayingforthingsI

amnotusingandIstillhavetopay



formyhotelbillsandtransportto

work.CallmeafoolandIwillbow

downtoyouasIbroughtallthisto

myself,atmyageIhaveajobthat

paysfairlybutmyfinancialsituation

isamessthatIcanthandle.

Thedebitordersarebothdrainingme

andtheyarenottheonlythingsthatI

ampayingfor,Ihavemyexpensive

lifestyle.Mymonth'ssalarynever

makesittothenextmonth.Ilooked

atthemessageshopingtheywould

dissappearandbringmymoneyback

butthisisreality.



"Whatisthis?"Kgosiaskedme,he

wasbehindmeandaskingthe

obvious.HesawwhatIwasstaring

at.

"Isntthatobvious?"Isaidtohim

switchingmyphoneoff.Hewentto

themirrorandfixedhistiebutlooked

atmethroughit.Isatonthebedand

said,

"IdontthinkIwillgotoworktoday,

ImalreadylateandIamsomessed

up."



"Wecanstayinandhavesex."he

saidstilllookingatmethroughthe

mirrorandthistimeheunfastaned

histie.

"ThatsnotwhatIwantrightnow,

okay?"Isaid.Thatsthelastthingon

mymindatthemoment.Ifhewould

offermemoneyImightbeinterested

butsex,iyohIhadthatlastnight,it

wasgoodbutnothinghaschanged.I

wokeupstillfeelinglikekakandeven

worse.



"WhatcanIdoforyou?Ihateseeing

youlikethis,darling?"hesaidsitting

nexttomeonthebed.Kgosicanbea

softieattimesbutcanquicklyget

backtohisnormalself,Ifeltlike

takingadvantageofthatbutitfelt

wrong.Iwanttostandonmyown2

feetandneverrelyonanyoneever

again.

"No,Kgosi.Ithinkyoushouldleave,I

wanttodothisbymyself."

"Youcanneverdothat,doyou

rememberhowyouwerelastnight?"



"IknowbutIamfinetodayanddont

needyouanymore.Justleave,Ineed

tothinkandfindasolution."Isaidto

him.HegotupandtypicalKgosihe

tookoffhissuitandgotbackinto

bed.Heknowsexactlywhichbuttons

topressonme,IwasangrybutIjust

foundmyselflaughing.Hedidntcare

hetookhisphoneandcalledhisPA

tocancelallhismeetingsfortheday,

thatsverystubbornandthoughtfulof

him.Ialsotookmyoldphoneand

calledwork.IspoketoSisterLerato,

aftertellingmyfakereasonsfornot

comingtoworkshewishedmewell



thensaid,

"Thismorning2mencamelooking

foryou,Ithinkitsyourdadand

brotherandifIdidntknowbetterI

wouldsayyouareavoidingthembut

anywayyoudosoundterrible."

Shelaughedasshehangup.Iwas

leftsaying,

"Masepaagago."

Sheisoneofthosepeoplethatnever



talkstomeatworkandwhisper

behindmyback.AnywayIcouldnt

carelessaboutwhatshethinksof

me,sheisoldandnotinmyleagueI

hadgoneoutsidetobeonthephone

andwhenIcamebackinsideKgosi

wasoutofbedandfullyclothed.

Thoughtweweregoingtomakelove

throughtouttheday.

"Getdressed,I'llwaitforyouinthe

car."hesaidthenwalkedoutthedoor.

WhatdidIsayaboutKgosi?Ja,heis

backtohisbossyselfnow.



Ididntevenknowwhattowearsince

Ididntknowwherewearegoingbut

sinceKgosiworeabluejeananda

whitegolfer'sshirtIworeblueskinny

jeansandbabybluelooset-shirt,I

wantedtowearawhitetopbutdidnt

wantacaseofmatchingoutfitswith

Kgosi.

IwentdownstairstowhereKgosihad

parkedhiscar,thewayhiscoldeyes

staredatmefeltlikeIwouldtripin

myhighheelsandfall,Icouldnteven

walkproperly.



Heopenedthedoorforme.Igotin

fastenedmyseatbelt.Hedroveusto

Hartebees,Ihaventreallybeentothis

placebutheardgoodthingsaboutit.

Ihadexpectedanadventourofa

lifetimebutweactuallywenttoa

guesthouse.Weweregreetedbyan

oldcouplethatseemtoKnowKgosi

toowell,theytookustoanalready

setbreakfasttable.BeforeIsatdown

Iwaspresentedwithahugebunchof

redrosesthatblockedmefromseing

anythinginfrontofme.Kgositookit



frommeandaskedforavase.The

guesthousewasbeautifulwiththe

colourpurpleeverywhere,wewere

outsideandtheviewtothedamwas

explicit.IevenwishedIwasthere

enjoyingthecoldbreezebutKgosiis

aquiteguywholovessimplethings.

Hetookmetoabushonnewyear's

eveandhadfirecrackerseverywhere

sowhyIshouldIexpectanything

morefromhim.

Wesatdownandhadthedelicious

breakfastthatwewereserved.After

thatourtablewasclearedandthenit

wasjustmeandKgosi.Hewent



throughhispocketandcameout

withkeys.

"Here,moveintomyhouse."hesaid

handingthekeystome.

"Ithoughtyoudontwantmetomove

inwithyou."

"Youcanstaytherealone,I'llmove

out."
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Heeebanna!Ireallywouldlovetoget



insideKgosi'smindandseehow

everythingisconnected,maybeI

mightpickupthatonescrewthat

makeshimsoodd.Youcannever

guesshisnextmoveorthenextthing

thatcomesoutofhismouth.Idont

evenknowwhattothinkofwhathe

saidbutsinceImovedoutofmy

houseIhaddecidedtodothingsfor

myselfandasIgothroughthatinmy

mindIdontthinkIwanttomoveinto

hishouse,itsnotbecauseIwanthim

tostaywithmethere.Ijustneedmy

independence.

"No,IcantKgosi.ThisisniceandI



appreciateitbutIwillsortmyself

out."Isaidhandingthekeysbackto

him.Hefoldedhisarmsexposingthe

musclesuphisarmsinhisgolfer's

shirt.Kgosilikestocoveruphisbody

andeverytimeheshowsoffhis

tonnedbodyitslikeIamseeinghis

sexinessforthefirsttime.

"Iamnotaskingyou,Iaminstructing

you."hesimplysaid.

"Wherewouldyougo?"

"Thatsnotforyoutoworry,justtake



thekeysandmovein."

Gosh,Ineedtothinkfirst.Idontwant

tojumpintothingsIwillonlyregret

later.Hewontevenagreetoletme

payrent,Iknowthatforsure.

"Ineedtimetothinkaboutthis,

maybeacoupleofdays?"Iaskedhim.

Heshookhisheadashewent,

"No.Letsgobacktothehotel."

Hestoodupandwenttotheelderly



couple,hespokewiththemand

shooktheoldman'shand.Iwentto

themandsaidgoodbye.Ithought

theyforgottheroses,theygavethem

tome.IshovedtheminKgosi'sarm

aswewalkedtothecar,heputthem

inthebackseat.

OntheroadbacktothehotelI

thoughtthingsthroughaboutmoving

in,Idolovethehouseandhad

imaginedmyselflivinginitbutthat

hadincludedKgosiinthehousewith

me.Iamgivingmyself3monthsin

Kgosi'shouseandfromthere

somethingwouldhavecomeup,it



hasto.Ikeptonlookingathimashe

drove,helookedattheroadbuthe

wouldoccassionallylookatme.

Wegottothehotelandheinstructed

thestafftocomehelpmepackmy

thingsandloadtheminhiscar,Ileft

himatreceptioncheckingmeoutthe

hotelandprobablysortingoutmybill.

Iwenttomyroomandpackedmy

stuffandhis,myboxesweretaken

downstairstohiscar.Idecidedto

usethetimealonetocallGabswith

mynewnumbersohecanhaveittoo.



"Hello."hisvoicesaidoverthephone.

Hesoundedabitsleepy.Heprobably

spendthenightatthehospitalwith

Mbali.God,willitbeselfishofmeto

mentionhowIamdoing?

"Hey,itsmeLebo.Howareyou?"

"Imokayandyou?"

"Imgood,Iwasjustcheckingonhow

Mbaliisdoing."Isaid.Thatjust

quicklycameintomymind,Iwas

abouttoletoutallmyproblemsto

himbuthedoesntsoundsogood.



"Sheisdoingokay."

"Okaygood,thisismynumber,my

newnumber."

"Okay."hejustsaid,hesoundedlikeI

wasboringhimorsomething.He's

neverlikethis,healwayshas

somethingtosay,hemightflirtor

teaseme.MaybethatbitchNtobi's

alreadygottohim,alwaystherefor

himandcomfortinghimasifMbaliis

atdeath'sdoor.KaModimoifshe

getsclosertomyman...GodforbidI



willkillherwithmyown2hands!

IsaidgoodbyetoGabrielandhangup,

IhavetoadmittheconversationIjust

hadwithGabrielleftmefeelinglike

hedoesntwantanythingtodowith

me.Iwanttothinkofamillion

excusesforhim,maybehe'stired,

stressfout?ButattheendNtombi

andhersneakywayskeptcrawling

intomymind,itfeltlikeshehas

somethingtodowithGabriel'smood.

Icheckedtheclosetandbathroom

justtoseeifIwasntleavinganything



behindbeforeIleft.OutsideIfound

Kgosiwaitingforme,Igotintothe

car.Asalwayshesilentlydroveusto

hishouse.Whenhegottherehimand

thegardenertookmyboxesandbags

insidethehouse.Ihadamomentto

strolltothegardenandseetheentire

houseoutside,thegardenwas

beautiful,itwasahugehouse.Iwont

evenknowwhattodowithmyselfin

it.Thereareroomsattheback,I

thinktheyareforhisworkers.

"Hey."Kgosisaidbehindme.Iturned

aroundandlookedathim."Youcan

gounpacknow,wetookyourthings



tothemasterbedroom."headded.

"Thanks."

"Ihavetogo."

"Now?"

"Willseeyoutomorrow."hesaidthen

kissedmyforehead.Iwatchedhim

ashewalkedaway,atleasthecame

throughforme.

Iwentinsidethehouseandexplored



it,Iwenttoalltheroomsincluding

hisstudy.Thehousehad5bedrooms

and3bathrooms,themaster

bedroomhaditsownbathroom.It

wasfullyfanishednow.

Isleptfor3hoursbeforeunpacking

mythings,Ilookedattheclothesthat

Ihadmarkedforcharity.Iama

charitycasemyselfkamoIwantto

givethingsaway.

LateronItookabathandwentto

bedearly.AsIwasabouttofall

asleepwhenmyphonerang,thought



itwasKgosibutitwasGabs.I

answered,

"Hey,Iamoutsideyourhouseandthe

lightsareoff.Whereareyou?CanI

comeseeyou?Ineedyou."

Eh...
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Hejustsaidhewantstoseeme!

GabrielwantstocometoKgosi's

house,ofcoursehedoesntknowthat

thisisanotherman'shouse,infacthe



knowsnothingaboutmyrecentlife.I

donthaveaproblemwithseeing

GabsbutIcannotdisrespectKgosi

likethat.Notafterwhathehasdone

forme,theleastIcoulddoisrespect

themanandhishouse.Livinginit

doesntmakeitmine!Gabshimself

wouldntwanttobeinKgosi'shouse

either,Iknowhim.

"UhmGabsyoucantcomehere,Iwill

cometoyourhouse."Isaidkicking

thebedsheetsoffme.

"Whereareyou?"heasked.



"Onmywaytoyou."Isaidthenhang

up.

IdonthavetransporttoGabsbutIdo

have2choices,callacabordrive

oneofKgosi'scars.Isaw2inthe

garageearlier,allIhavetodoisfind

thekeys.Iquicklygotdressedand

wentdownstairs,thecarkeyswere

hangingbehindthekitchendoor.I

justlookedatthemandtoldmyselfI

cantdothis.DrivingKgosi'scars

withouthispermissionsoundsso

wrong.Idecidedtocallacabandthe



cabdriversaid15minutes,Iwent

upstairstopackanovernightbagand

myuniform.I'llsleepoverandgoto

workthenextday,thatwillmake

thingssimple.

20minuteslaterthecabwashooting

outside,Ilockedthedoorandwentto

thecab.Igotinandgavethedriver

mydestination,Iwashappythat

Gabswantstoseemeandvery

happythatKgosididntplanon

sleepingover.Thecallearlierhadme

sad,IhadthoughtGabrieldidntwant

toseemeeveragain.Hekepton

callingandaskinghowfarIwas,I



wasalsoeagertoseehim,itsbeena

while.

Thecabdroppedmeoffhisgate,I

paidandgotoff.Hewaswaitingfor

meatthegate,Icouldtellhe

expectedmetostophereinmyAudi.

Hegavemeaverytighthugandwent,

"And?"

Hepointedatthecab,Ijusttoldhim

itsalongstory.Hetookmyhandand

letmeinside.Hewasactinglikethe

GabrielIknow,talkativeandallthat.



Wewentinsidethehouse,hehad

cookedandthearomafilledthe

house.Thehousewaswarmandfelt

likehome,remindingmeofmyhouse

justafewhousesaway.Iwenttosit

onthecouchashedishedforus,I

realisedthatIwasabouttogotobed

onanemptystomach.Gabsoffered

meaplateashesatnexttome.

"Willdrinkteaaftereating."hesaid.

"Thankyou."Iwhispered.



Weateinsilent,aftereatingGabriel

washedthe2platesthencameback

with2rooiboscups,heofferedme

one.

"So,whatsyourstory?"heaskedme.

"IdonthaveacaranymoreandI

movedoutofthehouse."Isaid.

"What?Why?"

Itoldhim,everythingincludingthe

partaboutKgosi'shouse.Ididntsee



theneedtohidethatfromhimsince

heknowsaboutKgosi,justlikeKgosi

helistenedtometakingsipsfromhis

cup.Ijustheldontomineuntillit

wentfromhottowarm,hetookmy

cupfrommeandputitonthetable.

"Whydidntyoutellme?"heasked

takingmyhandsinhis.

"Ididnwanttobotheryou,youhadto

dealwithMbali."

"Comeon,whathappenedtoMbali

couldhappentoanysuperactive



childoutthere.Ialsobrokemyarm

at5,Iwillalwaysbehereforyou

baby."hesaidthelastpartlooking

intomyeyes,hislipsslowlymovedto

mine.Hekissedmewitheyesopened

butclosedthemwhenIstarted

respondingtohim.Hislipswerestill

warmfromdrinkinghiscupof

rooibos,Icouldfeelhishandsonmy

bodytryingtogetmeoutofmy

clothes.Ididntfighthim,insteadI

wentforhistoo.Hepulledmeoutoff

mytopthensqueezedmybreast

togetherbeforetakingoffmybra.He

rubbedhishandsonmybarebreast

thenputhislipsonthem,heslowly



suckedonthemmakingsurethe

sensationranthroughoutmyentire

body.Hecarriedmetohisbedroom

andplacedmeonthebedandwent

ontakingoffmypantsand

underwearasheplantedkisseson

mythighs.Iwasleftcompletely

naked,hecamebacktomylipsand

hungrilytookchargeofthem.I

couldntstopwhatwashappening,we

bothwantedeachother,badly.He

wasontopofmeandIcouldfeelhis

hardonpressingagainstmywetself

threateningtoripthroughhisjeans

andattackme.Iwrappedmylong

legsaroundhisbuttpressinghim



harderagainstme,Iwasgoingto

comejustlikethatbuthegotoffme

andtookacondomfromadrawer.I

watchedhimasheputiton,Ithought

abitaboutwhatIamabouttodo,I

meanhavingsexwithGabsbutitwas

toolate.Youcannotthinkabout

sayingnotosexwhenyouare

alreadyhorny!

Hegotbackontopofmeandstarted

kissingme,hewassosmoothwith

me.Evenafterheenteredmehe

movedlikeIwouldbreakanytime,

likeIwasfragile.Histhrustswent

deeper,halfway,slowlythenabit



faster.Hewhisperinmyearnowand

thenhowgooditfelttobeinsideme,

Icouldnthelpitthatjustturnedme

onoverandoveruntilwebothcame.

Afterafewminuteshegotoffme

andheldthecondomhighlookingat

it.Hewent,

"Ehhhh...Ithinkthecondomis

leaking."

[8/26,8:52PM]Kelibo:Chapter90>>>

ThosearethelastwordsIwantto

hearafteraroundofsex,notnowhle

bathong.NotafterIhadfinallygiven



myselftoGabriel,Ididntwaitthis

longtofallpregnant.WhatwouldI

saytoKgosi?Thepoorguyisletting

medisrupthislifebygoingupand

downforme.Gabrielisagoodfather

butaowahle.No,no,no!Mymind

wasracingwithallposibilitiesof

whatmighthappen,therisksofa

burstcondomarehuge.Likeacrazy

womanIstooduponthebedand

went,

"NoGabriel,thiscanthappen.Icant

getpregnantandHIVatthesame

time,Iamnotreadyforthat!"



WithoutawarningGabrielpulledme

downbymyhand,Idontevenknow

howthathappenedorwhenhehad

stoodupbutthewayhehadpulled

metwistedmyarmabit.Hewas

angry,helookedsoangrylikeheis

theonethathadsomebody'sloadin

them.

"OhnowIhaveHIV?Youdidntthink

aboutthatallthistimewhenyousaw

mebutnow."hesaidholdingmeby

myshoulders.



"IdontknowwhatyouhaveGabriel,I

amscared!"Isaidthehonesttruth

thatcameoutofmymouth.Butthe

onethingthatIwasmostlyscaredof

wasfallingpregnant,especiallywith

Gabriel'sbaby.Hehassome

unresolvedissueswithhis

babymamaandIdontwanttobringa

babyinthesameenvironmentasme.

Iknowbetterandmybabydeserves

bettertoo.

"Letmeputyououtofyourmisery."

hesaidthenwenttothesamedrawer

thathetookoutthecondomsearlier,

heopeneditandcameoutwith2



papers.Hehandedthemtomeand

lefttheroom,theyweretestresults

fromalabandatthefarendthey

werewrittenNon-reactive.Thetest

weredone2daysback,Iputthe

papersonthebedandwenttothe

toilet.AfterpeeingIusedthetoilet

papertowipemyself,Iwaswetbutit

wasnormalwet,Ievensmeltonthe

toiletpaper.Ijusthopenothingwent

inme,Iwonthandlethat.

Istayedonthetoiletseatthinking,I

dontthinkanythinghappendthought.

AtleastthatswhatIamhopingfor.

Yohababy!



Iwrappedmyselfinatowelandwent

tobacktothebedroom.Hewasin

bedlayingonhisback.

"IguessIhavetohitthecouch."I

said.

"GetinbedLebo."hesaidopening

theblanketsforme.

Idroppedthetowelandgotin,I

wasntevenlookingforwardforthe

couch.AssoonasIgotinhepulled



meclosertohimandkissedme.

"Iwouldneverhurtyouonpurpose,

neh?"hesaid.

"ImsorryaboutwhatIsaid."

"Iunderstand,Iwouldhavesaidthe

sametoo."

"Ohreally?"

"IfIwasawomanIknowIwasgoing

tobeawhorebutsurelyIwouldnt



wantunwantedbabiesandallthat

fromthemanIwillbesleepingwith."

hesaidlaughing,Ilaughedwithhim

asItriedtopicturehimasawoman.

Ai,Iamgladheisamanthough

becauseIlovehimjustthewayheis.

Wesleptcomfortablyineachother's

armsandeverytimeImovedGabs

wouldkissmeonmylipsorforehead,

itwasromanticandmademyeyelids

flashafewtimes.Helovedthatand

wouldteasemeaboutit.

Inthemorningbeforewegotoutof



bedwemadebeautifulsweetlove

againandthistimethecondomdidnt

break,webothmadesureitdoesnt.

Webreathlesslylaidnexttoeach

other.IcouldnthelpbutthinkthatI

amsuchaterribleperson,Ihadsex

withKgositheothernight,nowits

Gabriel.Imenjoyingbothofthembut

thingscantcarryonlikethis.Ineed

toknowwhereIstandsoIcanpick

oneandmovealong...

"So,whatarewegoingtodo?"he

askedmeandforasecondIthought

hehadreadmymindbutIhadto

makesure.



"About?"

"Youdontwanttotakesomething

likeMAP?"

"MAP?Oh,Morningafterpill?"

"Yes."

"Doyouthinktheyarenecessary?"I

askedhim.Iknowmorningafterpill's

sideeffects,Idontwanttobesickfor

nothing.Imightnotbepregnantbut



whatifIfallpregnant?I'llhave

Ntombitocompetewithfortherest

ofmylifeandthatwontbeahealthy

competion.

"I'llgetyousomeandbringthemto

youduringtheday."hesaidsounding

annoyed.IknowhethoughtIwas

beingignorant,Iwasnt,justIdontlike

poppingpills.Givemeasyrupor

somegoodtastingmixturethenIwill

beokay,notpills.EverytimeIhaveto

swallowoneIfeellikeitsstuckonmy

throat,thewholedayIwillbefeeling

likethatevenifIdrinkwater.



"DontworryI'llgetsomeatwork."I

said.Iamanursemosandcantake

careofmyself.Noneedforhimto

makemefeellikehavingachildwith

mewillbethebiggestmistakeofhis

life.Iwillonlybedoinghimafavour,

he'sdoneworsewherepoorMbaliis

concerned.

Noneedtodiscussthisfurther,Itook

mytoiletrybagandleftthebedroom.

Itookalongshower,itwasstillearly

soIjusttookmytime,IknowGabriel

goestoworklate.AftershoweringI



wentbacktothebedroomtoget

ready.Thebedwasneatlymade,Isat

onit.Myphonerang,itwasKgosi.I

answered,inaveryangryvoicehe

went,

"Whereareyou?"

Ohhellno!

Whereishe???
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Ihavetoknowwhereheis.HowamI

goingtotellhimwhereIamifIdont

knowwhereheis?ItsobviousthatI

amgoingtoliebutIhavetobevery

calculative,dontwanttobecaughtin

alie.IshouldhaveknownthatKgosi

wouldcomecheckuponmesoearly,

heshouldhavejustsleptatthe

housetheninsteadofactinglikehe

isgivingmemyprivacy.

"Imalreadyatwork,whatswrong?"I

askedmakingsurethepanickinmy

voiceiswellhidden.



"Thatsearly."hesaid.

"Iknow,justhadtosinceIhad

missedworkyesterday.CanIcallyou

later?"Iasked,hedidntrespond,he

justhangup.

Ihavetogettoworkasinnow,what

ifhegoesandgetstherebeforeme?

Idonttrusthim,Ievenhadafeeling

hedoesntbelieveme.

Gosh,noweverythingseemstobe

messedup,itlookslikeIcantfind

oneshoeandmyshirtlookedabit



creased.Idonthavetimeforironing

now,Iamgoingtothrowonajacket

butIneedtofindmymissingshoe.I

lookedunderthebedandeventraced

mystepsbacktothebathroom,I

couldnthavetakenoneandleftthe

otheratthehouse.NotwhenIhave

togettoworkbeforeKgosidecides

togothere.Iemptiedmybagandthe

shoejustpoppedout,reallynow?

Iquicklyputitonandpackedmy

thingsinsidemybag.IfoundGabs

busywithbreakfastinthekitchen.



"Imgoingtohavetoskipbreakfast,I

amgettinglate."Isaidhurryingpast

him.

"Wait,ImadeallthisforyouandI

thinkyouhavetoeatbeforeyouget

yourmorningafters.I'lldropyouoff

atwork."hesaidnotlookingatme,

busyslicingatomato.

"ItoldyouI'llgetthematwork."

"IthinkI'llfeelmuchbetterifIbuy

themforyou,nowsit."heinstructed

mebuthisfirstsentencesounded



likehedoesnttrustme.Itslikehe

wantstobuythemformeandmake

surethatItakethem.Igotabit

offendedbythat.

"Gabriel,Iwilltakethebloodypillsat

work!"Ispokeshoutingathim.

"Maybeyoudontunderstand,Ilove

mydaughtersomuchbutifIcould

takebackthehandsoftimeIwould

waitafewmoreyearstoplanher.So

Iamnotgoingtotakeanychances."

Idonthavetolistentothis,Icansee



hehasaproblemwithme.Heshould

haveboughtNtombithosepills4or5

yearsback.Iwalkedoutofhishouse

andwenttogetataxi,Iwashurt.

GabscanhaveababywithNtombi

butnotwithme?Thisisallabouthim

andwhathedoesntwant,hedoesnt

botheraskabouthowIfeel,Idont

wantababyeitherbutthatdoesnt

meanhecandecidethatforme.

IgottoworkandBongiwesaidIhad

todosomefieldwork,Ididntargue

oranythingeventhoughIwasnever

toldaboutthis.Ijusthadtothank

GodIdidntfindKgosithere.Before



weleftIwenttocheckthemorning

afterpillsbutwewereoutofstock,

wedealwithcondomburstsatthe

clinicbutweranoutofmorningafter

pills.Janeh,thatsthegovernment

foryou!Butatleasttheyhave

Mebendazolethatwewillbegiving

todaytopreventthreadworms.

Weweresupposetoleaveexactlyat

7butweleftaround9andwehadto

visiting2governmentprimary

schools.Thefirstschoolwegotto

hadabout700schoolkids,Ialmost

diedonthespotwhenIheardthat

number.Itwasjust3ofus,theother



2SisterswereLeratoandAnita.But

atleastby12weweredoneandwent

forlunch,the2gogoshad

lunchboxessothedriverandIhadto

gobuylunchatthenextschoolwhich

wasworsethanthefirstone,ithad

morethan1000children.Eachgrade

hadabout4classesandwe

discovered4pregnantgirlswho

treatedtheirpregnancylikeasore

that'sjustgoingtobeitchyfor9

monthsandthereafteritsgone.The

youngestwas14andtheotherswea

bitolderbutstillinprimary,theyare

tooyoungtounderstandtheirown

bodiesbutalreadyabouttolearn



aboutababyandyethereIamwith

GabsthinkingIcanthandle

pregnancy.FuckhimandhisMAP!

Justafterweweredonehecalled,at

firstIignoredhimbutwhatstheuse.

Iwenttoanemptyclassandcalled

him.

"Gabriel."

"Hey,wasattheclinictobringyou

yourmedsbutwastoldyouleftfor

somework.IdontthinkIwillseeyou

todayjustmakesureyougetthem



neh?"hesaidthenlistenedtomy

respond.

YohModimowaka,nekebila,Iwas

boiling!Heevencallsthemmeds,hey

Jesowaka.

"DontworryIhadthemalready."I

saidthenhangup.MorethanthatI

wouldburstavein.

HedidntcallagainandtrustmeI

wonttakethosebloodypills!



Weleftaround5pmandgotatthe

clinicjustbefore6.Ididntwanttogo

backtotheclinicbutdidIhavea

choice?Notwiththe2gogosshem.

AfterthelongdayIfinallywenthome,

Kgosiwasalreadythere.Iopenedthe

frontdoorhestoodtherewaitingfor

me.

"Wheredidyousleep?"thatsthefirst

thingheaskedme.

"Atmyoldhouse."Iansweredhim

andIthinkIstillhavethesparekeys...



Andguesswhat...

Hethrewthesparekeysatme...

Busted!!!

"Now,wherewereyou?"
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JustwhenIthoughtIwasgoingto

getoutofthisonethishastohappen.

IwonderifKgosiisfollowingmy

everymove,IknowIhavewronged



himbuthisquestionsaretoomuch,

somedonteveninvolvehim!Ihada

longdayatworkandthelastthingI

wantisanargument,ameaningless

onethatmightcauseusharm.Itsnot

likeIdontappreciatewhatKgosiis

doingforme,IdoandIlovehimbutI

alsowantGabriel.

KgosiwaslookingatmelikeIwas

someonehedespises,itwasscary

juststandingtherenotsurewhatto

do.Heknewthatsomethingwasup

butIdontthinkIcantellhim,thereis

toomuchatstakeandthewayheis

rightnowIdontthinkhe'llbethat



forgiving.

"Imgoingtotakeashowerbefore

supper."Isaidandwentupthestairs,

Iexpectedhimtoinstructmeto

comebackorharshlysaysomething.

HedidntbutIfelthiseyesonmeasI

tookeachstepupthestairs,Iwas

evenscaredoflookingback.

Igottothebedroom,closedthedoor

andleanedagainstit.God,whathave

Idone?ItdoesntmatterwhatIdoor

sayKgosiwouldnevertrustme,

everythinglookssuspiscious.I



shouldhavethoughtofaplanthe

momentIleftthishouselastnight.

YounevereverthinkKelebogile!

Iwenttotheshower,IwishInever

havetogodownstairsagain.Kgosiis

anightmaretodealwith,thankGodI

donthavetocook.Hehasaladythat

cooksanddoeverythingforhim,a

domesticworker.MaybeIshouldgo

tobedaftertheshowerbutthat

wouldbelikeIamhidingsomething,I

amgoingtohavetostopactinglikea

cowardandfacehimheadon.After

theshowerIputonasimpledress

withslippersandwentdownstairs.



Kgosiwasalreadyeatingatthe

dinningtable.Thetablewassetfor2

peopleandmyplatewasnextto

wherehewassitting,Ipulledachair

andsatdown.Itwassoquietatthe

tableandthatmadeitawkward,

Kgosiisalwaysquietbutthiswastoo

hardtohandle.Theonlysoundhe

madewaswhenhisforktouchedhis

plate,evenhiseyeswerefixedonhis

food.

"Kgosi,"Isoftlysaidhisname,he

droppedhisforkinhisplateand

lookedatmewiththoseusuallcold

eyesbutbesidethattherewas



somethingelseinthem.Isaid,"Im

sorryfornottellingyouthisbutlast

nightafteryouleftIfeltlonelyandso

IwentbacktoKirkney...butitwasnt

atthehouse...Ispendthenightata

friend'shouse,amalefriend...we

sleptinseperaterooms...Imreally

sorryKgosi."

Ilookedathimforareaction,Inever

getanythingfromhiseyesand

tonightthatwasnoexception.He

lookedatmelongenoughtomake

mewanttogoupstairs,packmy

thingsandgobacktothehotel.



Hedrankaglassofwaterandwiped

hislipsthengotup.Hegavemeone

longlookbeforehewent,

"Imgoingtobedandthatsnotan

invitation,thecouchisnotthat

comfortable."

Heleft!

"Kgosi!"Icalledrunningafterhimbut

thatwasawasteoftime.He'ssaid

whathewantedtosayandhadmade



uphismind,Istoppedandlookedat

himgoingupstairs.Idontknowwhat

Ididwrong,Iwanttofixthingsand

maybeIshouldstartbytakingthe

morningaftersfirstthingtomorrow

morning.Ababywilldonothingbut

damageusevenfurther.Hedoesnt

showthatheisangry,Idontknow

muchaboutKgosibutIhaveknown

himtobecalmandtonightIdidntsee

anyofthat.

Iwentbacktothediningtableand

clearedtheplates,Iputtheminthe

washingmachine.Icouldhave

washedthembutIamtoooccupied



todothat,plusIwanttocheckout

thecouch,mybedforthenight.The

househasotherbedroomsbutIdont

thinkIamallowedtosleepinthere

either.Iwenttositonthecouch,I

thinkImadeastupidmovelastnight

bygoingtoseeGabriel,Ishouldhave

saidno.Ishouldbecarefulfromnow

on,IamdependingsomuchonKgosi

IshouldshowhimthatIappreciate

allthat.Ilaidonthecouchandtears

startedflowing,Itrytodogoodbut

nogoodisdonebyme,everything

seemstobegoingwrong.Itouch,I

breakandcantfix.Thecouchwas

bigbutuncomfortable,itsmadetosit



nottosleepon.LikeIsaidbeforeI

havewrongedKgosiandnowIam

theonlyonethatcouldfixthat.Igot

upfromthecouchandwentupstairs

tothebedroom,Itriedthedoorbutit

waslocked.

"Kgosi,Kgosi!"Isaidknockingonthe

door,"Iamsorry,Ididntmeanto

makeyouangryandyouwereright

thecouchisuncomfortable."

Norespondcamefromhim,itwas

likeIwasjusttalkingtomyself.



"PleaseopenorelseIwilljustsleep

hereatthedoor."Isaidandevensat

downbutdidntleanagainstthedoor

incasehedecidestoopensit.The

floorwascoldbutIamdoingthisfor

love,youcanarguewithmeonthat

butIreallydolovehim.

Afterwhatseemedlikeanhourhe

openedthedoor,Igotupsofastand

lookedathim.

"Iloveyousomuch."Isaidandhe

angrilywent,



"Dontyouever,eversaythattome

again!"

Heleftthedooropenandwenttoget

intobed...
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IwillneverunderstandKgosi

especiallyhismoodsandIthinkIam

sayingthisforthemillionthtimenow.

Hehasagreatheart,Idonthaveto

questionthatasI'vewitnessedthat

sideofhisalreadybuttheguyisjust

tooimpossible.Youcannevertellif

he'sexcitedornothappyabout



something.Ihavemadeamistake

andmighthavehurthimbutcanthe

justsayhowhefeels,atleasttalkto

me.Idolovehim,somuchandIwill

neverstoptellinghimthat.

Ifollowedhimandgotintobednext

tohim,Imadesuretherewasspace

betweenus.Iwastoscaredtotouch

him,moveorevenbreathlouder.

Didntwanthimtosnapatmeagain,

allthatcostmemysleep,thewhole

nightIhadtolistentohimsleeping

peacefullyevenpullingthebed

coversfromme.ThankGoditwas

stillsummerorelsemybuttwould



havefrozenifitwaswinter.Ifell

asleepearlymorningwithhalfthe

blanketsovermebutwhenIwokeup

mybodywascoveredandtheroom

wasntdarkanymore.Therewasno

KgosibesidesmeandohnoIamlate

forwork.Ikickedtheblanketsand

rushedtothebathroom,Iopenedthe

bathroomdoorandtherewasKgosi

brushinghisteeth.ForamomentI

lookedstupidasIwalkedaroundnot

surewhattodo,Ididntexpecthimin

here.Hedidntevenlookbotheredas

hecontinuedwithwhathewasdoing.

Iwentoutandcheckedmyphone,it

was6am.HeeebannawhattimedidI



fallasleepbytheway?AndIcould

reallydowithsomesleep,maybeI

shouldjustliedownuntilKgosiis

doneinthebathroombutImightget

lateforworkandIdoubtKgosiwould

wakemeup.

Idecidedtogouseoneofthe

bedroomsinthehouse,Ifirstwashed

myfacewithcoldwaterjusttowake

myeyesabit.IwastiredandIdid

nothingtheentirenightratherthan

stayawakeandlistentoKgosi's

heavybreathing.Itookaquick

showerandwentbacktothe

bedroom,Kgosiwasoutofthe



bathroomandgettingready.Ialso

didmything,Iputlotiononmybody

doingitslowlytoteaseKgosi.As

hardashetriedhecouldntresist

watching,Istoleafewglancesathim

andIcouldtellhewantedtotouch.I

donthaveaproblemofnotgoingto

workagain,ifitmeanskeepingKgosi

inmylifesobeit!Igavehim10

minutestoreactbutheleftthe

bedroombeforethat10minutes.

Mxm...

Ialsofinishedandwentdownstairs,

hewasalreadyeatingbreakfast.I

didnthaveanappetite,Kgosi's



silencewasworryingme,Icouldnt

evenaskhimifweareokayornot.I

didnteventouchanyofthefoodon

thetable,Ijustwentbackupstairs

andtookmybagandputonmy

shoes.Iwentbackdownstairs,

"I'llbeonmywaytowork."Isaidand

headedforthedoor.

"Wait."heshoutedbehindme,I

stoppedandturnedaroundhopinghe

wasgoingtosaysomethingnicelike

"haveagreatday"or"Iloveyou"but

hejustwent,"Saramadeyoua



lunchbox."

HehaditinhishandandwhenItook

itfromhimhesaid,

"I'lltakeyoutowork."

Ijustnodmyheadathimandwent

outsidetowaitforhimmaybeweare

goingtobefineandIamjustmaking

afussovernothing.

Kgosiaskedmetodriveashehada

fewbusinesscallstomake,they



soundedhecticlikehewasnt

agreeingonsomethingwiththecaller.

Justlikehisfghtswithmehis

argumentswerestiffandnotasloud

buthelookedtense.Wegottomy

workplace,webothgotoffthecar,he

wascomingtothedriver'sseat.We

metatthebonnetandhegavemean

unexpectedbutaverymuch

appreciatedhug,longandwarm.

IwenttoworkandIwaslateas

usuall,Iwenttosigninandthenstole

afewpatientsfilesoutsideSister

Anita'sdoor.Ididnthavetheenergy

towaitforminetocome.After



seeingthe3patientsIfoundapile

outsitemydoor,theykeptmebusy

untillunch,Iskippedteatimeeven

afterskippingbreaskfast.

AtlunchIcheckedmylunchbox,it

wasbread,abananaandanapple.It

remindedmeabitofmymom,I

smiledasIremembered.Shewasa

goodwomen.

Therewasaknockatthedoorand

beforeIcouldcheckwhoitwas

MphocameinfollowedbyKhumo.



OMG!Igotupsofastandwentto

hugKhumo,Ihadtotallyforgotten

thatIstillhaveoneexistingfriend.

Shewasalsohappytoseeme.Mpho

leftwithoutawordaswestarted

talking.

"Andthenwhatbringsyouheregirl?"I

askedheraswesatdown.

"You."sheansweredpointingatme

withherfinger.

"Me?"



"Yep,IspoketoLeboandNthabi."

"AndyoumustthinkIamthedevil."

"WhywouldIthinkthat?Theyarenot

myfriends,Ionlytalktothem

becauseofyou."

"Idonthavetoworrymyselfabout

them,Ihavebiggerproblems."

"Whatswrong?"sheaskedme

leaningovermydesk.Itoldherabout



mydilemawithKgosiandGabriel.

"Youneedtodosomethinggirl."she

said.

"Youmeanmakeadecission?"

"No,dosomething.Haveyou

consideredwalkingawayfromboth

ofthem?"

Thatsfarfromhappening...
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SinceIhavemetbothGabsand

KgosiIhaveneverandcouldnt

imaginebothofthemoreitheroneof

themoutofmylife.Ijustknewthat

onedayIamgoingtoletoneofthem

gobutwishthattimenevercomes,I

haveanewsimcardandtheyare

only2peoplewiththatnumber.They

arebothdifferentwithnosimilarities

atallandcomparingwouldjust

confusemeevenfurther.Andhaving

theminmylifeisnothurtinganyone,

Iamenjoyingboththeirattention.



"Lebobona,Iamnottryingtomake

thingsdifficultforyou.Youjusthave

togiveyourselfabreak."Khumosaid

lookinglikeshepettiedme.Iknow

shemeanswellandcaresalotabout

mebutIthinkIgotaholdofthings.

"IcantKhumo,lettingthembothgo

doesntworkforme."Itoldher,Ihave

somuchtoloose.

"IhaventmetKgosibuttakingfrom

whatyoutoldmetheguyhasmoney

andhecanprovideforyou."



"Areyoucallingmeagolddigger

now?"Iaskedhergettingabitangry.

"Nobuttellmewhyyoulovehim

then?"Khumoaskedme.Sheis

judgingmebutdoesntwanttosayit

straightout.Andmyanswerstoher

questionwaseverythingtodowith

Kgosi'smoney.Yes,Ilovehim

becauseheisthereformefinancially

andgavemearoofovermyhead.

"What'syourpointKhumo?"Iasked

hereventhoughIcouldseewhereall

thiswasgoing.



"Youseemypoint?"sheasked

pointingatme,"AndasforGabriel

youarewithhimbecauseheisfun,

loving,allthethingsKgosidoesnt

havebutdeepdownyoudonttrust

himandyoushouldneverignoreyour

instinct."

Ihavetoadmitsheisright,attimesI

dowishKgosihadwhathehadwitha

bitofGabs'personalityandsame

withGabriel.IwantedmyMrRight

andthatsomeonewassupposetobe

KgosiandGabrielbothcombined,the



wholethingisbighellofamessbut

walkingawaythough...

"IknowyouhaveyourdoubtsbutI

amhereforyou.Youcanpackyour

thingsfromKgosi'shouseandcome

staywithus."

"Khumo,thatsverykindofyoubutI

stillhavetothinkaboutthis."

"Iamnottryingtoinfluenceyougirl

butyoucanalsoseehowtoxicthe2

relationshipsare."



"IgetyourpointKhumononeedto

takeitthatfar."

"Imsorrymyfriend,Ijusthateseeing

youlikethis."shesaidcomingoverto

givemeahug.IfIstillhadNthabiand

DineoIthinkIwouldhavetoldherto

shoveheradvicesomewhereelse,I

amonlytoleratingherbecauseIdont

wanttoisolateeveryoneinmylife.

Iwalkedherout,sheaskedifwe

couldgooutfordrinkswhenIam

free.ItoldherIwouldletherknow,



shewaitedforMphooutsideasI

wentback.Iquicklygrabbedmy

lunchboxandate,Iamleftwithafew

minutesbeforeIgetbacktowork.I

thoughtaboutKhumoandwhatshe

said,maybesheisright.Iwillhaveto

thinkaboutallthatthough.

AfterworkIheadedtothechemist

andboughtthemorningafterpills.

Thegirlatthechemisttriedtosell

me3packsbutItoldherIjustwant

one.Ineverwanttoseemyself

takingpillseveragain.Fromthe

chemistIwentstraighttoKgosi's

house,IgotthereandfoundSara



busyinthekitchen.Itookmythings

upstair,changedclothesandwent

downstairs.Ihelpedherwithsupper,

shewasntthattalkative,Ithinksheis

usedtobeeingwithKgosiinthe

house.Sheprefferedsingingchurch

hymsandIjoinedher.Kgosicame

backfromworklookingtired,hewent

upstairstoshoweraftergivingmea

kissonmyforehead.Hewasntinhis

suitanymorebuthisoversize

tracksuits.

ItoldSarashecantaketherestof

theeveningoff,I'llsetthetableand

washthedishes.Sheexcitedlysaid



thisbeforesheleft,

"IlikedyoutheminuteIsawyouandI

thinkIamgoingtolikeyoueven

morenow."

Ilikehertoo!

IsetthetablejustwhenKgosiwas

comingdown,Idishedupforhimnot

forgettinghisglassofwate.He

watchedmeasIdideverythingon

thetable.Ifinishedthensatdown,we

ateinsilenceandthefoodwasgood.



"Iamleaving."Kgosisaidoutof

nowhere.Istoppedeatingandlooked

athim,Iunderstoodwhathesaidbut

themeaningbehindthewords

intriguedme."I'llbeinNamibiafor3

weeks."

"Okay."Isaidblankly.

"Usethetimetodecidewhatyou

want,Iwontcallyouoranything.Be

honestwithmewhenIcomeback.I'll

sleepintheguestroomtonightand

leaveearlymorning."afterhesaid



thathefinishedeating,drankhis

glassofwaterandthenwentupstairs.

Idontknowhowtotakewhathejust

said,Ihaventdecidedonwhat

Khumosaidandmaybethisisforthe

better.Histimeawaywillmake

thingsclearforme.

Iwashedthedishes,cleanedthe

kitchenthenwenttothebedroom.I

tookashowerthengottheMAPfrom

myhandbag,Itookthepilloutand

thenputtheboxbackinmybag,dont

wantittolandinthewronghands.



Idrankthepillinthebathroomand

wenttobed.5minuteslaterIfelt

nausea,Iranbacktothebathroom

andthrewup.

OHNO!!!
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Imustbethebiggestfoolinthe

worldandthatmuststartwitha

capitalF.WhydoIsaythat?Ishould

haveknownthatsomethinglikethis

wouldhappen.Ihaveneverhad

morningafterpillsbefore,wellmaybe



that'sbecauseIamusedtoaverage

sizedicks,thosedontcrackcondoms.

Butseriouslythisoneisonme,I

shouldhavelistenedtothegirlatthe

chemistwhenshetoldmetobuy3

packets,nowtheonlyonethatIhad

couldbedownthedrainmelting

away.Iampanicking,itsnot72hours

yetbutinthemorningitwillbe.Ihave

wastedsomuchtimeandIcanttake

backanyofthattime.It'sadviseable

totakeanothermorningafterpillif

youthrowupjustaftertakingone.

GodcanIpleasehavemyperiods

now,now?



"Darling,areyouokay?"Kgosiasked

mekneelingbesidemenexttothe

toilet.NoIamnotokayandthatsfor

thenext9months!DidIgagthatloud

forhimtocomerunninginhere?

Hehandedmeatissue,Itookitand

whippedmyfacewithit.Ithrewitin

thetoiletandflushedit,Kgosilooked

atmelikeIhavejustbeenbrought

backfromthedead.IknowIprobably

lookedexactlylikethat,Ilookedat

themirroranddamnIshouldnthave!

Iwashedmyfacewithwarmwater

andrinsedmymouthasKgosistood

byandwatchedme.Iknowhe



wantedtoknowwhatwaswrongwith

meandheshouldembracehimself

formorelieslikerecently.

"Ithinkitsshock,Kgosiyouareabout

toleavemeandIcanttakethat."I

spokewithtearsrunningdownmy

cheeks,itwasnthardfakingthose

tearsmyeyeswerewetalready.

Kgosi'seyessoftenedabitashe

cameclosertome,hegavemeahug

ashewrappedhisarmsaroundmy

head.

"Youareaprettybadliar."hesaidstill



holdingontomyhead.Iamlyingbut

Iwontargueasitwouldjustconfirm

howbigaliarIam,Ijustcontinued

sobbingasthoughIdidnthearhim.

Hecarriedmetobed,thenauseawas

gone,Ijustneededagoodnightsleep

andforgetaboutthepossibilityofa

pregnancy.IbetGabrielwouldhate

mefortherestofhislifeandwhat

wouldIsaytoKgosi?Hereally

doesntdeservethis,hemighthave

anegothatIcanthandlebuthehasa

heart.Heputmetobedandsnuggled

uptome,itsonlyamanwithagood

heartwhocandothisevenafterI



havemessedup.

EarlymorningKgosigotoutofbedto

getready,Ipulledtheblanketsover

myheadandwentbacktosleep.I

wokeupagainaround5am,Iwanted

tosleepagainbutIhadtogetupand

getreadyforwork.Kgosihadlefta

note,hewasgivingmeanorder

sayingIshouldgotothedoctor.Ai,I

tookashowerandthenwent

downstairstofindbreakfastready.

Damn,IloveSara.Iateandwent

backuptogetreadyforwork.



By7amIwasalreadyatwork,Iwas

evenintimeforastaffprayer.

Bongiweledtheprayer,ImsorryGod

butIdidntknowgoremoloioleyena

warapela.Afterthatwehadashort

meetingthenstartedwork.Ihada

hugebreakfastsoIskippedteatime

butbylunchIwasreallyhungryand

todaytherewasnolunchboxfrom

Sara,IdidntwanttotakeitbecauseI

thinkshewasgoingtopackexactly

whatIhadforbreakfast.Therewere

toomanyleftover!

Idecidedtogobuyfishandchips,

justaftereatingIreceivedacallfrom



Gabriel.

"Heymysexyone!"hesaidsounding

verycheerful.

"Andthen?"Iasked.

"Aobathong,Imjusttryingtopavea

waynyana."

"To?"

"Okayfine,howbadwheretheside

effects?"



"Sideeffect?Oh,eishnotmuchreally,

justaminorheadacheandsome

dizziness.ButIamcoolnow?"Ilied.

KgosisaidIamaterribleliar,hope

Gabsdoesntcatchmeout.

"So,canyoucomeovertonight?"

"IdontknowGabs,Iwanttohavean

earlynight."Ideclinedremembering

everythingaboutthelasttime.Alot

hadgonewrongbutgoingbackto

thebighouseandsittingbymyself

doesntsoundsogood.Ihaveno



choicebutagreetospendthenight

withGabs,spendingsometimewith

willhelpmeknowhimevenbetter.I

toldhimtoexpectmeafter7pm,I

stillhavetogotothehouseandget

somestuff.

Iworkedfortherestoftheday

feelinglikemyoldself,thatfeltlikea

badsigntome,itclearlymeansI

didntgetanybitofthemorningafter

pillinme.Iknowsomepeopledont

experienceanyofthesideeffects

andImightbeoneofthembutIneed

asign,somethingtoreassuremyself

with.IfIdontgetanythingitclearly



meansthepillcamebackasitwas

andnowitslateforanyactionunless

IwaitformynextperiodandifIdont

getthem...ThenitsplanB!

AfterworkIwenttoGabs'house.I

knockedandthedoorwasopenedby

yourstruly,Ntombi!

"Ao,youarestillalivewena?"shesaid.

Ididntanswerher,shecanseemos

thatImstillbreathing.Insidethe

housecame,

"Ntombi,Ithoughtyouwereleaving?"



Sherolledhereyesandpushedmeto

theside,Iwatchedherwalkingaway

swingingherhipslikeaduck.

IhopeIampregnant!

[8/26,8:53PM]Kelibo:Chapter96>>>

Iamnotreadyforababyyetbutto

teachNtombialessonIwouldfall

pregnantanytimeandIwouldmake

sureGabrielputshisfocusonthat.If

Idothenshewouldstopthinkinglike

sheownstheman,havingMbalidoes

giveherpowerovermebutimagine



whatwouldhappenifIgiveGabbya

boychild.Iknowhemadethewhole

speechaboutnotwantingchildren,

whatIknowisthatanewbabycan

changeeverything.Iamnottryingto

traphim,itsnotlikeIhadsexonmy

own.Ittakes2totango,he'llbeangry

atfirstbutwillsoongetusedtoit

andacceptit.Ishouldstartbehaving

likeapregnantwoman,eatrightand

takecareofmyself.

Iwasdeepinthoughtsandhadnt

realisethatIwasstillwatching

Ntombifumblingthroughherbagfor

herkeys,Ithink.Ididntevenrealise



thatGabswasbehindmeandwhenI

sawhimIwasabitembarassed,I

didntmeantowatchher,itjust

happened.

"Uhm...Hey."Isaidtryingtohidemy

embarrassment.

"Howareyou?"heaskedbrushingmy

cheekwiththebackofhisfingers.I

lookedathim,hebroughthislipsto

mineandkissedme.Wekissed

standingatthedoorbutIwasabit

disappointedthatNtombihadalready

left.Wewentinsidethehouse,Itook



offmysize6shoesandwore

Gabriel'ssize10slippers.Wecooked

togetherasweplayedaroundwith

thefood,hewantedmetocookalone

butcomparedtohimIamtheworst

cookever.Wedisheduparound7pm

andate.

"So,yougotthepill?"hestarted.I

thoughtwewouldnevertalkabout

that.

"ItoldyouIdidhleGabriel."Isnapped

athim.



"Hey,Iamnotfightinghere."

"IhadalongdayGabrielandthelast

thingIwantistohearyoutellingme

aboutwhyyoudontwantchildren."

"So,youwantthem?"

"Youdidntaskmethat,youjusttold

metotakethepillswithoutasking

whatIwant."

"Isuggesteditknowingthesituation

youarein.Didyouevenconsider



King?Oryouweregoingtopassthe

childashiswhileIknowIamthe

father?"heaskedwhilepointing

everywherewithhisfork.Cometo

thinkofitIdidntthinkthingsthrough,

IwantGabs'childandIcompletely

shiftedmymindawayfromKgosi.

Whatwouldthisdotohim?Well,Iwill

dealwithallthatwhenIgettherebut

Icantignoreit,itsinmymindalready.

Asifmylifeisntcomplicatedalready.

Iputmyplateonthecoffeetableand

cried,whycantIgetwhatIwant?A

manthatIcanbuildafuturewith.



"Comeonnow,Ithoughtyoualso

wantedthesamething.Youcould

haveatleasttoldmethen."

"IfIdidwouldyoustillwantedmeto

takethepill?"Iaskedhimandallhe

didwasjustlookatme."See?Its

beenaboutyoufromthebeginning!"

"ItsnotlikeIhidthetruthastowhyI

dontwantkids."

"Andwhataboutme?Iwantthem!"



"Youhaveaboyfriend,whydontyou

askhim?"

"Ja,youareright.Youalsohave

Ntombiright?"Ifiredback.Helooked

awayforawhilebeforehelooked

backatme.

"Iam...(ahem)...HavetogogetMbali

fromherfriend's."hesaidthengotup.

Heleftmesittingtherebymyself.

HowcouldIbesostupid?Icantforce

mywayintoGabriel'slife,noteven

withababy,Iamtoosmarttothink



likethatbutthetruthisIaminlove

withGabrielmorethanIloveKgosi

andIwilldoanythingtokeephim,

evenifitmeansloosingKgosi.

Gabrielhastheloveandwarmththat

Iwant,heisallIwantinaman.I

knowIwillbejudgedbutyou'venever

beeninmysituation,Iwilluseany

weaponIhavetowinGabsover.

Iclearedtheplatesandwashedthem,

afterthatItookashower.Iwanthim

tofindmeinbed,readyandwaiting.

IfIdothingsrightthatNtombibitch

willbeoutinnotime,thenIwillhave

someonetoholdonto.



IwashalfasleepwhenGabscame

back,IheardhimputMbalitobed.

Mbaliwascomplainingabout

somethingbutGabsmanagedtoput

herdown,IsmiledasIlistenedto

themarguing.He'ssuchagreat

father!

Hecameintothebedroom,myback

wasagainsthimbutIcouldtellhe

wastakinghisclothesoff.Iturned

overandwatchedhim,hegotinto

bedandwent,



"Youdontthinkyoudeservethe

couchtonight?"

"Gabriel?"Isaidinaweakvoice.

"Look,Idontwanttofightbutthisis

serious."

"Iknowandunderstandbutwhatif

thepilldidntwork?There'sthat

possibilitythough."

"Hopefullyitwillwork,Idontwanta

babyLebo.Otherwisewe'regoingto



havetoconsiderotheroptions..."he

saidandlookedatmeforareaction.

Heclearlymeanswhathesaid,he

doesntwantababywithmebutIam

determinedtoprovehimwrong.

"Youmeanabortion?"Iaskedhim

holdingbacktears.

"IloveyoubutIdontwantustoend

uplikemeandNtombi."

Ihadtopretendtounderstandsowe

couldstoptalkingaboutit.



EarlymorningIwaswokenupby

Mbali,shewasexcitedtoseemebut

shesaidsomethingthatdisturbed

me.Inhersweetvoiceshewent,

"Youaresleepinginmymommy's

bed."
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IknowMbalimeansnoharmandshe

isjustbeingachildbutsometimes

youcanneveravoidthethingskids

say.Shemightbesayingthingsthat

shehasseen,itsapossibilitythat



Ntombiwouldusethisroom

whenevershesleepsover,justnot

sureifshehasshareditwithmyman

butGabshasneversaidanything

aboutNtombisleepingoverbefore.

Aowaman,okarewhenItakeone

stepfurthershetake10closer.

MaybeIshouldgetmoreoutofMbali,

askhersomethingthatmightgive

melighttotheconfusionbutbeforeI

couldGabrielstormedintheroom

andpickedupMbali,hetickledheras

shelaughedinexcitement.Ismiled

atthem,theyaresuchahappybunch

andIwouldlovetoaddmetothat

bunch.



HetoldMbalitogobrushherteeth

andeatherporridge.Sheranoutthe

doorscreamingasGabschasedher

out,heclosedthedoorbehindher

andthenthrewhimselfonthebed

makingmescreamthistimeasI

jumpedwithhim.

"Ohnowthatwakesyoucompletely!"

hesaidrestinghisheadonmylap.

"Iwasawakealready."



"YesnowbutduringthenightI

jumpedupthebed,kickedyou,

coughed,triedtowakeyouin

everywayIcouldjusttogetkuku.You

didntmove,allyoudidwasfart."he

saidlaughing.Ipulledapillowtohit

himwithitbuthegotoffthebedstill

laughing.

"SiesGabriel,Idontfartinmysleep."

Isaidthrowingthepillowathim,he

caughtit.

"Yesyoudoandyoutalktoo.IfIdidnt

knowbetterIwouldthinkyouwere



dreamingaboutsexbecauseyou

were

going...hmmmm...ahhhhh...uhhhhhh...

"hespokeashegotbackonthebed

andcrawlingtome,Ilookedawayas

hetriedtokissme."Eish,Iwillsay

askiesbecauseIwantsomemorning

glory.Askiesneh?"

"Gabs,yourdaughterisinthehouse

andnotevensleeping."Isaidpushing

himawayfromme.

"Shewontbotherusherfavourate

cartoonsareonandbesideswe2n



takeittotheshower."

"No."

"Etla!"hesaidpullingmeoutthebed

tothebathroom.

Wehadasteamyhotshower

followedbyahot,hotsession.Bythe

timeweweredoneIwasleftwith

only20minutestogettoworkandit

lookedlikeGabswantedtoplay

somemore.IhadtobringMbalito



thebedroomasadistraction.She

couldntkeepquietabouthervery,

verysorearmbutthewayshewas

playingaroundwithGabsyouwould

swearherarmwasntbroken.Gabriel

hadtakentherestofthedayoff

todaysoheandMbalidrovemeto

workwhichwasjust10minutes

away.Iwantedustodrivepastmy

house,oldhousebutIwasalready

lateanddidntwanttogiveBongiwe

morepoweragainstme.

ThethingthatMbalisaidearlier

botheredmeandIdontthinkherover

activemindstillremembersit.I



wantedtoaskherdadbutdidntknow

howto.Theydroppedmeoffatwork

andIfoundeveryonebusy,Imalways

lateandIsignin7amevenwhenIgot

toworkat7:30.

Workwasworkasalways,hecticand

tidious!Khumohadcalledme

throughoutallthatandaskedto

spendthenightwithmeatKgosi's

houseIhadnointentionsofdeclining

andbesidesshewasperfectexcuse

astowhyIdidntsleepatthehouse

lastnight,incaseSarawasnosyand

runstoKgositogossipaboutme.



By16:30Khumowaswaitingoutside

forme,Iquicklytidiedupandwas

outby17:00,gaveherenoughtimeto

saygoodbyetohubby.

Ihadtodriveussinceshedidntknow

directionstoKgosi'splace.Onour

wayweboughtwine,snacksand

someDVD's.Wehadplannedour

night,just2girlsabouttodrinkthe

nightaway.Gabscalledtotellmehe

wastakingMbalitohismomasthere

wasabigmatchthathehadtowatch

withMphoandsomefriend.Wonder



ifanyoneofthosefriendsis

Itumeleng,Idomisshim.Himand

thegirls,Isurelywouldhaveinvited

themtoKgosi'shouse.Ihopethey

managedtosortoutDineo'sproblem,

ifIcouldIwouldtakeherinnow.The

houseistoobigforme.

WegottothehouseandfoundSara

fumingbecauseIdidnttellherthatI

wasntcominghomelastnight,I

apologisedandevengaveherthe

evenningoff.Khumocouldntstop

praisinghowbigandbeautifulthe

houseisasifshedoesntliveinone

herself.



Iwarmedupyesterday'sfoodthat

Sarahadcookedformeaftertaking

offmyuniform,inaminutethe

kitchenwasfilledwiththearomaofa

homecookedmeal,blessSarafor

hersublimcookingskills.Khumosat

downandwatchedsoapies.

AftereatingIpouredussomewine,

KhumoquicklydrankherglasswhileI

heldontomine.Ikeptlookingatit

holdingituplikeIwasagoodwine

taster.



"IdontthinkIshoulddrinkthis."Isaid.

"Whynot?Youwanttomakemefeel

quiltynow?"

"IthinkIampregnant."Isaidcausing

Khumotospitoutthebitshehadjust

sipped.

"Areyouserious?"

"Yep,Ihope..."

"God,hopethewineismakingme



hearthings."Khumosaidtaking

anothersip."Orelseyouarecrazymy

friend."

IlaughedasIplacedahandonmy

stomach...

Icanfeelit,itshappening...
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Iamnotcrazyifthatswhatyouthink

orelseIwouldbookmyselfintoa

psychiatrichospital.Noonewould

understandwhatisitthatIamdoing,



youwouldthoughifyou'vemetaguy

asgoodasGabs,hedrivesmethat

far.ThetruthofthematterisIwant

tokeepthemanIloveandbydoing

soIhavetoofferaspecialgifttohim.

Itsonlybeendayssincethebroken

condombuttheideaofbeingamom

hasgrownonme.Icouldseemyself

asamomalreadywithahappy

supportivemanbymysideandthat

couldonlybeGabriel.

Khumostoppeddrinkingthewine

andstartedtoclearupourmess.



"Hey,whatareyoudoing?"Isaid

tryingtostopher.

"IcantlistentothisKelebogile."

"Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskedher

knowingtowellwhatshethinksof

meandsheissowrong.

"This,okay?You'veturnedinto

someoneIdontknow,youareliving

inanotherman'shousebutyetfuture

dreamingaboutanother."



"You'veneverbeeninmysituation."

"NobutIalsohadtofightformyman,

doyouknowwhatIwasupagainst?

Apsychoexandateenage-crazy-in-

lovebabymama!Idonthavetotell

youallthat,youknowhowfarMpho

andIcome."shesaidasthoughshe

couldshakemyheardtogetmeto

understand,wellIdoandmaybeI

wentoverboardwiththewholething.

"ButwhatwouldIdoifIamreally

pregnant?"Iaskedastherealityof

mysituationstartedtosinkin.A



weekagoIdidntwanttobeamom.

"Walkawaynowgirl,fromKgosiand

histhings,Gabrielandeverything."

"Andraisethebabyonmyown?I

cant,Ihadbothmyparents."

"Iknowyoudontwantthatbut

forcingthingswonthelpthatchild

either."

Sheisright,bythetimethischildis

bornIwillbemiserableandstressed



out,Ineedotherwaystowinhim

over.Togethimtowarmuptothe

ideaofbeingmybaby'sfather.

"Maybe,Ishoulddrinkthiswine."I

saidswallowingthewholeglass.

"Givingup?"

"No,thinkingstraight."andnever

tellingheranythingeveragain,I

thoughtthattomyself.

Idrankthatonesingleglassandthen



wedecidedtogotobed.Weshareda

bedintheguestroom.Thefollowing

dayIwokeupbrightandearly,I

cleanedupourmess,impressing

SaraandwokeupKhumo.Shetooka

bathwhileIwentfortheshower,she

spokeaboutthethingsIsaidandI

promisedherIwontdoanything

stupidandthatwillthinkthings

throughbeforedecidingonanything.

Iquicklyfinishedandwent

downstairstohelpSarawith

breaskfast,whilebusythereshetook

anenvelopeoutofthepocketofher

apronandgaveittome.Itookitand

openedit.Therewereafewthings



inside,carkeys,abankcardand

pieceofpaperwithapin.Ismiledat

herandputitinmybag,soKgosi

didntforgetme.

IcalledKhumodownforbreakfast,

shecamedowncomplainingofa

headache.Ilaughedather,shehad

toomuchwine.SinceKgosigaveme

permissiontodrivehiscarItoldher

shecanrestandgohomelater,she

didlookbadbutearlierIhadthought

shewasbeinglazyornotsomuchof

amorningperson.Igottowork

earlierandsignedinwithmyearliest

time.Iwasnotinthemoodtowork,



wishIhadstayedhomewithKhumo

anddaydreamtmoreaboutGabs.

AndIwasseriousaboutnotwanting

tousethepregnancythingtowinhim

overanymore,ifIampregnantsobe

itandifIamnotlifegoeson.Iwont

bethatkindofagirl.

Bongiwewasntintodaysothere

wasntmorningprayersandmeetings,

Imademyselfacupofcoffee.Isat

withtherestofthestaffinthe

kitchen,theyweregossipingabout

BongiweandIwasntreallyintoall

that,officepoliticsarenotmything.I

evenleftthemtostartworkearly,I



wenttohelpMphowiththemonthly

stats.Healsohadabitofhangover,I

didnttellhimthathiswifeisgoing

throughthesamething,Iknowhe

doesntlikeitwhenshedrinks.

Istartedseeingpatientsaround

11:00andIwentonluncharound

2pm.IcalledGabrielwhileeating.

"Heybaby."heanswered.

"HowareyouGabs?"



"Imokay,justmissyouandlookingat

thisdeskinmyoffice...yohwishI

couldputyouonitandeish..."hesaid

teasingme.

"Please,dontputideasintomyhead."

"DontworryIamheretohelpyou,are

youcomingovertonight?"

Well,Idonthaveanythingbettertodo

andKgosi'shouseistoohugeforme,

besidesIneedtospendtimewith

Gabrieltosecureourrelationship.I

toldhimIwillseehimlaterandhe



promisedtocooksomethingspecial

forme.AftertalkingtoGabrielIgot

callfromKhumo,shewantedtotell

methatshewasgoinghome.Suits

meplusIhaveplans.

JustafterthosecallsMphobarged

intomyofficesweatinglikecrazy.

"Mpho,whatswrong?"Iaskedhim.

Hewasscaringme.

"Iknowyourcarandyouareherebut

whoisdrivingit?"



"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"Iask

him.

"Therehasbeenanaccident,your

car...Audi...itrolleddownthetrain

rails..."

Myword!!!
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Icouldntkeepmymindawayfrom

thinkingthatItumelengistheone

involvedinthatcaraccident,notthat



Idontcareabouthissiblings.Heisin

mymindasheusedtodrivemycar

whenwelivedtogether,itcouldbe

oneofhissistersinthatcarormy

dadbutwhoeverisinvolvedinthe

accidentisstayingatmyhouse.The

clinicisnotthatfarfrommyhouse

thatswhyIchosethathouseinthe

firstplace.

Iwasscared,Icouldntthinkofthe

damagetothecar,Ihaveinsurance

forthat.Imighthatemydad'sfamily

butIwouldntwishthemanyharm

andifanythinghappenstoItuIwould

neverforgivemyself.Itlookslike



givingawaymycariscausingmore

problemsthanIanticipated,noneof

mystuntsisgoingmyway.

"Penelope,who'sdrivingthatcar?"

Mphoaskedme.HowwouldIknow?

IknowhedoesntknowthatIgavemy

carawaybutsurelyifIamherethen

anyonecouldbedrivingit.

"Idontknow,Ineedtogothereand

findout."Isaidgrabbingmyhandbag,

IhurriedouttheclinicwithMpho

followingmebehind.



MyheartwasracingandinmymindI

wassayingalittleprayer,askingGod

tokeepItusaveandinreturnIwill

makeamendswithbothhimandmy

father.

Morepeoplewererushingtothe

scenebutIfeltlikeIwasntbeing

quickenough,Iwantedtogetthere

myselfandseethedriver.Ifinallydid

butnoonewasallowednearthecar...

Icouldseeitthough,itlooked

smallerthanthesedanitwas,itwas

likesomeonetookapieceofpaper

andjustsqueezeditinthepalmof



theirhandsuntilitturnedintoaball.I

doubtanyoneinithadsurvivedandit

lookedlikethepersomdrivingitdidnt

hitanycar,mycarjustgotinvolvedin

anaccidentonitsown.Iwantedto

getcloserandtellthepolicethat

thatsmycar,Iwasscaredfor

Itumeleng.Iamgoingtoneedsome

informationformyinsuranceandI

thinkIshouldcalltonotifymy

insurancecompany.

"Thatsyourcar,right?"Mphoasked

mestandingnexttome.Andhewas

beingabitloudthatsomeofthe

peoplearoundusturnedtolookat



me,Idontwantanyattentionturned

towardsmeatthismoment.I

furiouslyshookmyheadandeven

movedbackabit.Mphoreadoutthe

car'snumberplatethatwaslayingon

theground,askingifIwassure.

"Yes,Iamsure!"Isaidshoutingat

himbutIknowthefearinmyvoice

andonmyfacewereoutthere.He

sawrightthroughmebutdecidedto

keepquiet,heevenheldme.Theway

IwasshakingIthinkIneededthat.

TheparamedicscameandIwatched



asmycarwasbeingtornevenfurther,

theyweretryingtorescuethedriver.

Mycar,Ilovethiscarsomuch,I

mightnothavepaidmillionsforitbut

Ididspareafewchangewhilemy

dadcoughedupthousandsofrands.

IappreciateallthathehasdonebutI

amdonewithitandalifewhereI

dontbelong,soIamburyingthecar

alongwithmydad'sfamily.Ahuge

partofmecantstopcaringthough,

especiallyaboutmydadand

Itumeleng.Iwatchedwithsomuch

fearasthedriverfinallygotpulledout,

everyonewassurprisedthathewas



aliveandhecouldwalk.Icouldnt

believethatanyonecouldcomeout

thatcrashalive,peopleevencheered.

Itriedtoseewhoit,itwasnt

Itumelengormydadbutayoungguy

thatIdidntknow.Helookedhappyas

hesmiledandwavedtothecrowd

likesomehero,hehadsmashedmy

car.Heprobablyevenstoleit!

"Doyouknowhim?"Mphoaskedme,

therewasnouseforcingmeinto

admittingthatthatsmycar.Ishook

myheadnoandthistimeIcouldn

holdthetears,theyrolleddownasI

silentlycriedonMpho'sshoulder.I



dontknowwhyIwascryingbutIhad

paininmyheart,hereIamwatching

apartofmylifethat'sjustcrashed

rightinfrontofmyeyes.

Mphocomfortedmewithout

questions,Icouldtellhehadalotto

askbuthejustletitgo.Weheard

someonescreaming,itwasa

woman'svoiceandshesounded

happy.IreleasedmyselffromMpho's

armsandlookedatthedirectionof

thescreaming.Itwasoneof

Itumeleng'ssister's,Paledi.Shetried

togettotheguybutthepoliceand

paramedicswouldntlether,shewas



screaming,

"Baby!Pleasethatsmyboyfriend,I

justwanttoseeifheisfine!"

Sothat'sherboyfriend!Shegavemy

cartoherboyfriend?Likereallynow,

howarethispeoplemara,didthey

reallywantmythingsthatbad?

"Mpho,Ihavetogo."IsaidtoMpho,I

needtomakeacalltomyinsurance

company,aloneattheclinicandI

dontthinkIwouldcontinueworking

fortoday,Iwouldgostraightto



Gabriel'safterthephonecall.

AsMphoandIwereturningaway

fromthescenesomeoneshoutedmy

namefromthecrowd,Iknewthe

voiceandIwastemptedtoruntothe

clinicbutMphohadalreadystopped

walking.Ialsostoppedandlooked

back.ItwasItumeleng'smom.

"Youwitch,yougaveusacarthatyou

castaspellon.Youwantmyfamily

deadngwanawamoloi!"shesaidas

sheslappedmesohardaccrossmy

face.



[8/26,8:53PM]Kelibo:Chapter

100>>>

Awarmclapisembarrassing

especiallyinaplacelikethis,

crowdedbybystanders,itdoesnt

matterwhereyouare,itleavesyou

lookingstupidanddefeated.Shehad

mylefteyeblindedforafewseconds,

IwantedtohitherbackbutMpho

heldmyhands,sheisolderthanmy

momandIshouldrespectherbutI

thinkrespectgoesbothsides.She

gotwhatshewantedandnowshe

wantstoblamemeforherchildren's

recklessness,Ididntsendanyoneof



themtomyhouseorcar.

"Youdisrespectinggirl,youwantto

raiseahandatyourownmother?"

sheaskedshoutingatmeasifshe

evenlovesme,Iamjustastrangerto

herwho'sjusteatingthebenefitsof

herchildren.

Thewayshewasgoingonatmeshe

evendrewmoreattentiontous,the

policenoticedthecommotionthat

wasgoingon.IwascryingasMpho

heldme,Iamdoingeverythingdo

satisfyherbutnoneisgoodenough.



"Iseverythingokayhere?"onewhite

officeraskedus.Mysocalled

"mother"toldhimthattherecarwas

mine,shespokelikeIwastheoneto

blamefortheaccidentandshould

getarrested.

"Mam,Ithinkyoushouldcomewith

us."hesaidtomepointingattheir

bakkie.

IlookedatMphohetoldtheofficer

he'llbringmetothestation,Iamnot

acriminalsotheofficercantargue



withus.Heagreedtothat,weleftmy

stepmotherseekinganswersfrom

thepoorpoliceofficer.Iseeshe

wouldhavebeenexcitedtoseemein

thebackofapolicevan.ShesaysI

amawitchbutsheisproving

otherwise.

MphoandIwenttotheclinic,we

usedhiscarandcalledKhumoto

comegetKgosi'scar.Onourwayto

thenotsofarPolicestationIcalled

myinsurancecompany,theyagreed

tomeetmeatthepolicestation.We

passedbythesceneoftheaccident

anditwasclearednow,Ilookedat



theplaceandwonderedhowmyday

gotsocomplicated.ImeanIhad

plansthatexcludedaccidentsand

stepmoms,Iwasgoingtohavea

nightwithmyman,nowthis!

Wegottothepolicestation,Iwaited

for30minutesforthedetective

dealingwithmycasetoseeme.He

askedmeaseriesofquestionslike

didIknowthedriver,wasmycar

stolenfromme,howlongdidIgiveit

awayfor,ifIeverwanteditbackand

allsortsofquestionsthatwasjusta

totalwasteofpenandpaper,whata

bore.OtherthanthosequestionsI



wasnttoldanythingevenwhenI

askedquestions.Thedetectiveleft

meandMphoaloneinhisoffice,I

wastiredandgoingthrough

everythinginmymindwishingthis

daywouldjustend.Icouldsee

myselfinGabs'armstellinghimthe

eventsofmydayandlisteningtohim

reassuringmethateverythingis

goingtobefine,takingshowers

togetherandsleepingcomfortablyin

hisarms.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,Itold

Mphoitmustbethepeoplefrommy

insurancecompany.Webothsaid



comein,thedoorquicklyopenedand

insteppedItumeleng.Hestoodthere

lookingatme,forthefirsttimesince

ImethimIfeltthepresenceofmy

brother,myownfleshandblood.I

wasalsomotionlessdeepdownI

wasfilledwithsomuchhappiness

andjustwantedamomentwithhim.

Mphoexcusedhimselftogiveusa

moment.Idontknowwhatbrings

ItumelengherebutIcouldusethis

momenttoapologiseandjustdo

anythingtogethimbackinmylife,I

reallyneedhimbackinmylife.



"IdontknowifIwouldbepushingmy

luckornotbutcanIgetahugfrom

mybigbrother."Isaidwithtrembling

lipsanduncontrollabletears.Idont

deserveanythingfromhim.

Hesmiledandspreadhisarmsout

forme,Iliteralyrantohimandcried

evenharder.Heheldmetighter,how

couldanyonebesokind?Especially

aftereverythingthatIhavedoneto

him.

"I...am...so...sosorry."Isaid.He



wentquietandjustheldmebutI

pulledawayandlookedathim,he

alsojuststaredatme."Whatareyou

doinghere?"Iaskedhim.Iwasnt

surewhattosaytohimsincehe

didntlookashappyasIfelt.

"Icametodropsomethingfor

DetecticeMalope."hesaidgoingto

theoffice'sdeskandputtingafile.

Oh,Iseeitsnotaboutmeafterall!

"Okay,canwetalk?"Iaskedhimeven

beggingwithmyvoice.



"No."heanswered.

"No?"Irepeatedafterhimbutatthe

sametimequestioninghisanswer.

"LookLebo,ifyoureallywanttotalk

tomethisisntthetime.Whenyou

arereallyreadytoacceptour

situationyouknowwhentofindme."

hesaidstandingnexttothedesk,he

didntattempttomove.He'sright,I

causedallthisandthisisntthetime

orplace.Inodathim.



Hewenttothedoorandopenedit,

beforehelefthesaid,

"Takecarelittlesis."

Itwashardwatchinghimwalkaway

fromme.Isatdownuntillthe

insuranceguycame,healsoasked

methesamequestionsasthe

detective.

Andattheendhesaid,

"Idontwanttojumpbeforethengun



butthisdoesntlookgood.Idont

thinkthecompanywillpayout,this

lookslikeacaseofdrivingunderthe

influnceofalcohol."

Damninsurancecompany!
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JustlikethatIamcompletelylosing

mycarandwontevengetacentforit

afterpayinginsurancemoneyevery

singlemonth.Insurancecompanies

dontwanttopayoutthateasily,they

willsearchforloopholeswherethere



arenoneandevenrefertoclause

you'veneverheardof.IhadthoughtI

wascoveredforeverythinguntilmy

cargetsoldandrusty,IguessI

shouldhaveatleastreadtheirterms

andconditionbeforesigninganything

butstillIthinktheinsuranceguyis

rightthough,noinsurancecompany

paysinthistypeofaccident.

Ilistenedtotheguyashetriedto

explainasmuchaspossible,he

spokeaboutthemlookingfurtherinto

thematter.Hesaidmaybeifthecar

wasstolenfrommeandwas

reportedthenIwouldhavegotten



something,maybeevenanewcar.I

didntfindtheneedforhimtogoon

explaining,Iknewmosthatitwontdo

anydifference,theyarenotpaying

andthat'sit.

Hefinallyleftashewenttospeakto

theofficerswhowereatthescene.I

wastiredandmyheadwasbuzzing

fromallthequestions.Mphocame

backandthistimehewaswith

Khumo,shegavemealonghugthatI

needed.ThedetectivesaidIcango

sinceweweredone,beforeIleftI

askedtoseetheguythatwas

involvedintheaccident,thedetective



saidtheguywastakentoaMedico

togethisbloodwithdrawntocheck

forthelevelofalcohol.HesaidI

couldwaitforhimbutIcouldnt,its

beenalongday.

Weleftthepolicestationaround6pm,

outsideitwasntasdarkasIthought.

AsweweregoingtoMpho'scarwe

passedmydad'sfamily,thoughmy

dadandItumelengwerentthereit

wasmystepmomandhergirls.I

wantedtoavoidthemandjustget

intothecarbuttheylookedlikethey

havebeenwaitingforme.



Mystepmotherwastheonethat

calledme,ItoldherIwastiredand

neededtogorest,thatjustcauseda

stir,theystartedswearingatmeand

callingmenamesasthewalked

towardsus.Themostpainfullthing

aboutthiswaswhentheystarted

usingmymom'sname.Swearingat

melikeIwasher,Iunderstandshe

hashurtItumeleng'smombystealing

herhusbandbutherdaughtherswere

nottherewhenithappened,theyare

justlikemebuttothemIamthedevil

that'sruiningtheirlives.Me,theone

thathadmovedoutofmyown



mother'shousetomakespacefor

them,theonethathasgivenupso

muchofmylifeforthem,totheir

eyesIamnothing.Idontknowwhat

moretheywantfromme,maybeifI

dietheywillbehappy.Ilistenedto

themastheyshamedmeformy

mom'ssins,everyoneofthemhad

somethingtosaytome.

"Please,willyouallstop!"Mpho

shoutedatthem.Theywereinfrontof

usblockingusfromgettingto

Mpho'scar.



"Andwhothehellareyou,herfather?

Iwouldntputitpasshermom."one

ofItumeleng'ssisterssaidlaughing,

shesoundedridiculousandshealso

knewitbutitwasatmyexpense,she

candoasshepleasessinceIa

nobody.

"Whatdoyouwantfromme?HaventI

doneenoughtopleaseyouall?"I

askedwithtearsblockingmyvision,

whatelsecanIdo?Idonthave

anythinginmynametogivethem

anymore.Theyhavestrippedmeto

thelastthingsthatcompletedme,

myfather!ItsnotlikeIdontneedhim



inmylife,Ido,thereisalotthatI

wanttotalkaboutwithhim.Heisthe

onlypersonthatcouldclarifythis

wholethingforme.

"Iwishyoucouldpayeverycentthat

wasspentonyoubymyhusband

becauseyouarenotworthit,you

dontdeserveanythingfromus."my

stepmomsaidtomyfacealmost

spittinginmyeyes.Thiswomanisso

heartless,sheisamotherherselfand

doesntshehaveitinherselftosee

howIamhurting.Iamsuremymom

isfightingtoripoffthelidofher

caskettocomerescueme,howI



needherrightnow!Iwonderhow

thingswouldbeifshewasstillhere

withme,wouldshestillbemarriedto

mydad?

Iamjusttiredofthispeople,ifIhad

moneyIwouldgiveittothemright

now.IdontowethembutbecauseI

wasbornthenthatsthemistakeI

havetopaytothem,otherwisethey

wouldntbeharrassingmelikethis.

"Iknowyoudontlikemebutcould

youpleaseleavemealoneandI

promiseyouIwouldneverbotheryou



ordadeveragain?"Iwaspleading

withthem.IhadalongdayandallI

wantedwastorestandseewhat

tomorrowbrings,hopeitsnotthem

againasIbelievethistimeitwould

bethehouse.

"Leavemealone,leavemealone?My

daughteralmostdied,nowsheisleft

withascarandyouaregoingtogeta

chunckofmoneyoutofthisbecause

oftheinsurance."mystepmomsaid

makingsureIgettheirintentions.

WhenshesayIshouldpaybackthe

moneysheknowswhatsheistalking

about,shewantsinsurancemoney



thatIwontevengetbecauseofthem.

Ijustignoredherandpushedmyway

throughthemtothecar.They

shoutedbehindme,Itookoutmy

phone.IwantedtocallGabrielbutI

hadamessagefromhim,

'Heybaby,canwecanceltonight?

Somethingcameup.'

ButIneedhim!!!
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WherethereheckcouldGabrielbe

thatssoimportantthanus,wehada

dateandhecouldntevencallmeto

cancel,insteadhesendsanSMSlike

Iamhismakhwapheni.AsfarasI

knowIamhismainchickandit

shouldstayasthat,I'llevenmake

sureofitifIhaveto.Ihavelostalot

andcantaffordtoloosehimtoo,he's

theonlyandveryimportantperson

thatIneedtoholdontoo.Idontcare

aboutItumeleng,mydadandtheir

preciousfamily,theycangotohell

forallIcare.EversinceIhavelearnt

oftheirexistencetheyhavebrought



menothingbutmisery.Igooutofmy

waytopleasethemandalltheydois

repaymebyopeningoldwounds.

ThelessIseeofthemthebetter,

becauseofthemIwillremembermy

momasaterribleperson.

MphoopenedthecarandIgotin

crying,Iwasntcryingbecausethose

crazypeopledontknowwhatthey

wantfrommebutbecausetheonly

personIneedrightnowhasbailled

outonme,Iwascountingonhis

support.Ieventriedhisphone,it

sendmestraighttoVoicemail.Hasnt

heheardabouttheaccident?Ireally



expectedhimtobethefirstpersonto

call.Thoughtsstartedracinginmy

mind,onethatgotmesoangrywas

thefactthathemightbewithhisex

orisitexturnedgirlfriend.Iamnot

tryingtosoundcrazy,Iamawoman

deeplyinloveormaybeitsgottodo

withmypregnancyhormones,thatsif

Iamexpecting.IfeellikeIshoulddo

anythinginmypowertokeepGabriel

andtrustmeIamwillingtofightfor

him.

Khumosatatthebackwithmetrying

togetmetocalmdown.HowdidIgo

fromlovingKgositoGabriel?Ihave



alawaysthoughtKgosiwastheone

butnowIdontevenhaveasmall

spaceforhiminmyheart,hewas

perfectwithhisegoandcrazysex

fetish.Idontwantthatanymore,now

IfindGabrielbeinganormalguy

attractive.

WegottoMpho'shouseandIwent

straighttoKgosi'scarthatwas

parkedintheirgarage,Isearchedmy

bagsforthekeysandremembered

Khumohadthem.

"Hellno,Iamnotgivingyouany



keys."Khumosaidwalkingtothe

house.Mphofollowedher,Ihadno

choicebuttofollowthemtoo.

Idontwanttobehere,Iwanttobe

outtherelookingforGabriel.Imight

notknowwhereheisorwhere

NtombistaysbutIneedtofindmy

manandIknowhemightbewithher.

Wegotinsidethehouse,Mphosaid

he'sgoingtotakeashowerbutI

stoppedhim.

"Pleaseguys,Ihadalongroughday

andIjustwanttobeonmyownright



now.Khumojustgivemethecar

keys."Isaid.KhumolookedatMpho,

"Justgiveherthekeysmylove."

MphosaidtoKhumo,Icouldtellhe

thoughtIwasbeingungrateful.I

knowtheyhavedonesomuchforme

andIjustdontneedtosponge

anymoreonthem.

"ButMpho,wecantletherdrivelike

this."

"Giveherthekeys,okay?Imgoingto

shower."Mphosaidandleftthe



kitchen.Khumowentthroughher

handbag,hecameoutwiththecar

keysandbeforeshegavethemtome

shewent,

"Pleasecallmewhenyougethome."

Shesaidwithasadface.Itookthe

keysandgaveherahug,

"Ipromiseandpleasemakeyour

husbandunderstand.Iamgrateful

foreverything,justIneedsometime

alone."

"It'sokay,wejustworryaboutyou."



shesaidpullingmetogiveme

anotherhug.

Shewalkedmetothecar,Idroveout

asshewatchedme.Iwavedand

hootedatherasIdroveaway.Onmy

waytheonlythingIcouldthinkof

wasGabriel,whereishe?Icantdrive

toKirkneytolookforhimasImight

runintopeoplethatIdontwantto

see,besidesitslatetobedriving

aroundtonowhereandIamtired.

Igottothehouseandheaded

straighttothebathroomaftercalling



Khumo,IevenspoketoMphoand

teasedhimabitjusttomakesure

he'snotmadatme.Itookalong

showerthatgavemeabitofenergy.

SarahadcookedbutIdidnthavean

appetiteeventhoughthefood

smelledgood,Itookmyold

cellphone,IwanttostalkGabriel.I

amgoingtocheckhislastseenon

whatsapp.Iswitchedmyphoneon

andmyheartstartedpoundingso

muchthatmywholebodystarted

shaking.Iwasgettingmyselfworked

upprobablyfornothingbutIwont

stopuntilIhaveaclueastowherehe

is.Iusedmynewsimcard,ithad



enoughairtimetobuydata,100MB

untilmidnight.

Hiswhatsapphadnothing,noprofile

picture,nostatusandhislastseen

wasaround10thismorning.Now

what?IknowGabrieldoesntlike

whatsappthatmuchandwhenhe

hasaprofilepictureitsalways

Mbali'spicture.

Idecidedtogooglehimandthatled

tofacebookwhereIfoundrecent

picturesofhimandMbali,mostof

themwerepostedearliertonight.



Thepicturesdidntmeanmuchtome

theonlythingthatbotheredmewas

whowasbehindthecamera.

IthastobeNtombi!

Iloggedoutoffacebookandwentto

google.Ityped,

Waysonhowtokeepaman...

Icameacrossarticlesthatboredme

todeathbutonethinghadmy



interestwasthis,

MamaKissha...

HOWTOBRINGBACKLOSTLOVERS!
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Ihaveneverbeentoasangomanora

prophetoranythinglikethatalthough

Ibelieveinancestors,Iamablack

womanwhofollowtraditiontoitslast

letter.Iwasbroughtupinachristian

homebybothmyparentsandwas



alsotaughtthevaluesofculture,I

wenttoaSundayschoolandI

attendedbiblestudiesinmyteens,

theonlythingIcouldntdowassing.

Justaftermymom'spassingIgave

uponthatroutebutthatdoesnt

meanIgaveuponGod,Istillpray

andgotochurch,itsbeenawhile

though.

Istaredatmyphone'sscreenand

askedmyselfifIamcrossingoverto

thedarkside,Ihavereadabout

witchcraftandheardallsortsofstuff

aboutloveportions,Ineverthought

I'dbeinvolvedinthemandInever



saidIwouldnt.Ireadeverythingthat

MamaKisshaoffered,therewerent

hecticstuff,actuallythemoreIwent

onreadingIfeltlikeshesounded

morelikeachristianpersonwho

dealtwithspiritualstuff.MaybeIcan

findoutafewthingsfromherabout

mymom.

Iwrotedownhernumber,email

addressandresidentialaddressona

pieceofpaper.Iwantedtocallher

thenandfindoutaboutherbutIwas

tootired,Iwenttobed.BeforeIgot

intobedIprayed,



"DearLord,heavenlyFatherIcometo

youasyourchildwhoisalost

womaninneedofalittleguidance

fromyou.Iaskforyourforgiveness

FatherforIamabouttosin,Iknow

youknowwhatsrightformebutI

havebeenwaitingtoolongandI

thinkIamreadynow.Ijustwant

happinessandlove,Amen!"

Igotintobedandstayedintherefor

hourswithoutfallingasleep,Ihada

lottothinkaboutespeciallyabout

Gabsbutdontgetmewrong,Iamnot



abouttoreconsiderMamaKissha,I

amgoingtoseeherendofstory.I

fellasleepandthatwasjustfor2

hoursandwhenIwokeupIwasnt

thattired,Ithinkthe2hoursofsleep

hadpreparedmymindandbodyfor

theday.Itookashower,anhourlater

Iwasheadingdownstairs.Sarawas

waitingformeinthekitchen,I

greetedher.

"Youdidnteatlastnight."shesaid

wtitharmscrossedagainstherchest.

"Icamebacklatelastnight,Ihadto



gotothepolicestation."

"Why?Whathappened?"

"Mycargotintoanaccident."Itold

herthatbutshedidntunderstandsoI

hadtotellherthatIhadacarand

housethatIgaveaway.Shelistened

asItoldherhalfofmystory,she

sympathisedwithmeandthenshe

lefttosortoutmylaundry.Shehad

mademealunchboxwithyesterday's

supper.

Itwasalittleearlyforwork,sointhe



meantimeIcalledMamaKissha.An

elderlywomanwithaforeignaccent

answeredthephone,

"MamaKissha,hello?"

"Uhmhello..."Ishylysaid.

"Dontbeshymydarling,Mama

Kisshaishereforyou."shesaid

soundingmotherlyandreassuring.I

toldherIwantedtomakean

appointmentwithher,surprisingly

shesaidIcouldconsultanytime,

thoughtshe'dbebusy.



AftertalkingtoherIcalledworkand

toldthemIamgoingtobeabitlate

forwork.Ineededtowithdrawcash

forMamaKisshabeforegoingtoher,

dontknowhowmuchsheneedsand

itdoesntmatterbecauseIamnot

goingtousemyownmoney.Iam

goingtouseKgosi'sbankcardtosee

itsworth,hedidntsayanythingabout

limitssoI'llgoasdeepasIcan,plus

whenitcomestomoneyIhaveno

limitsmyself.

IcheckedMamaKissha'saddress



onelasttime,itsatablockofflat

thatIknow,theyareintown.Iwas

oncetherewithDineo,sheusedtodo

herhairthere.

IpassedbytheATMandwithdrew

R3000fromKgosi'saccount,from

thereIheadedtoMamaKissha's.I

passedafewhairstylistatthe

buildingwhoaskedmetocomedo

myhair,Iingoredthemandgotto

MamaKissha.Iknocked,thedoor

openedandIthinkitopeneditselfas

therewasnoonebehindit.Itookone

stepinandthenafemalevoicewent,



"Comeinandclosethedoorbehind

you."

Creepy!

IwentinthoughanddidasIwastold.

Thenthesamevoicetoldmetokneel

downinthemiddleofthealmost

darkroomandclosemyeyes,the

wholethingsoundmorecreepyand

crazybutIneedhelpandIdontknow

howthisthingswork.Again,IdidasI

wastold.



Iwasaskedaseriesofquestions

regardingwhatisitthatIwanted,I

toldheraboutGabriel.Shetoldme

thatshewouldgivemesomethingto

cleansehimandmakehimforget

aboutNtombioranyotherwoman

he'sbeenwith.IwashopefulasI

listenedtoher,shesaidafewthings

thatmadesensetome.Shetoldme

thatIsoundedlikeatroubledsoul,for

amomentitfeltlikeIwastalkingto

someonethatpersonallyknewme.

Afterourtalkshetoldmetoput

R2000onthefloor,assoonasIdid

thatthelightswentoff,therewasa



bitofacreepyunsettlingatmosphere.

SomethingwasgoingonthatI

couldntquiteget.Thelightscame

backon.

Therewasasmallbottlewithsome

liquidinsidewithafewinstructions

onhowtouseit.

Itookit...

Iamdoingthisformyfuture,hopeit

wontkillhim...
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IleftMamaKissha'sflatandheaded

straighttowork,mymindwasall

overtheplace.IamscaredbutIam

planningtodoeverythinginmy

powertowinGabsover.Ihad

expectedacallorsomethingfrom

Kgosiaboutthewithdrawal.Well,

maybeR3000isnothingtohim,

anywayIshouldntbebothering

myselfaboutmoney.Iamaboutto

dosomethingthat'sbeyondme,Ijust

paidaheftypriceforloveandIdont

evenfeellikebackingdown,Iwant

Gabrielandifitmeanspaying



thousandstogethimthenIwould

ratherbebroke.

Igottoworkandwentstraightto

signinandthereafterstarted

working.Itriedconcentratingeven

thoughitwashard,therewere

severaltimeswhenIalmostspilled

whatMamaKisshagaveme.Deep

downthewholethingfelawrong,I

amstoopingtoNtombi'slevelbutI

dontthinkshe'lldosomethinglike

this,sheistooclassyforthisand

whattheheckdoesthismakeme?

Trashy?



TodayImadesuretouseteatime

andlunchtime,Ididntskipanyofthat.

Iateonmyownandevenusedsome

ofthattimetocallKhumo,wespoke

assheaskedmehowIwasdoing.

Shesoundedconcernedaboutme

andIhadtoreassureherthatIwas

fine,sheeveninvitedmetojoinher

andMphoforsuppertonight.I

declined,Ihadsomethingbetterthan

wastingmyevenninglookingat2

lovebirdssmooching.

AftertalkingtoKhumoIcalled



Gabriel.Sincelastnighthehasnt

gottenbacktomeandIseethathe

wontcallmeunlessIdo.Hisphone

rangthefirsttimewithoutananswer

buthedidanswerthesecondtime.

"Babygirl,hopeyougotmymessage

yesterday."hesaidjustashe

answered.Imabitmadathimand

dontthinkIshouldhavecalledbut

becauseIlovehimandwanttospend

thenightwithhimsoIcoulddo"you

knowwhat"Iwillplaynice.

"IdidandIamhopingyou'llmakeit



uptome."Isaid.

"Ahhmarababynottonight."

"Gabriel,doyouknowthatIammad

atyou,youcouldhavecalledmethis

morningtocheckuponme,Ineeded

youlastnight."IsaidsoundinglikeI

wascrying.Iseriouslydontwantto

missanopportunitytobewithhim,I

havetodothistonightorelseIwill

changemymindandIcantaffordto,

notafterthemoneyIhavespend.

"Okaybabycalmdown,youcancome



overatthehouseafterwork.I've

missedyou."hesaidandIfeltlike

going'mxm,ontlwaelagampe'.Afew

minutesagohedidntwanttobewith,

allofasuddennyamissyou.After

tonighthe'llmissmeforreal,afew

minutesspendawayfrommewill

feellikeaneternitytohim.Mama

Kisshabettercomethroughforme.

Wedidnttalkmuchafterthat,wesaid

ourgoodbyesthenIgotbacktowork,

afterworkIrushedbacktothehouse.

ItookafewthingsthatIwillneedfor

thefollowingday,toldSarathatIam

sleepingoveratKhumo'shouse.She



didntlooklikeshewasgoingtocook

anyway!

GabrielcalledtoaskwhereIwas,told

himIhadtoruntothehousetogeta

fewthings.Hesoundedlikehe

couldntwaittoseeme.Before

leavingImadesureIstillhadthe

bottlewithmeanditwasstillfull.

IdrovetoGabshouse,thegatewas

opensoIjustdroveinandparked

infrontofthegarage.Iwenttoclose

thegateasIthinkitwasopenforme,

thenwenttothehouse.Ididntknock



Ijustopenedthedoorandwalkedin,

hewasstandinginthemiddleofthe

kitchen,shirtlessandsmiling.I

couldnthelpbutthrowmyselfathim,

rightthereinhiskitchenIlostmy

uniform,bagandeverythingIhadon

measGabs'handsranalloverme

whilehislipsleftmarksonmyneck,

chest,breastandeverypartofme.I

shiveredashiswetmouthtouched

me,histonguelicked.Igotontopof

hiskitchencounterandlaidonthe

coldsurfaceashegotontopofme.

Hehadcondomsinhispantsasthat

followed,anywayIwontboreyou



withthedetails.

Afterthatweateashehadalready

cooked,weatenakedandevendid

thedishesnaked.Hecarriedmeto

bedtocontinuewhatwehadstarted

earlier.HestartedkissingmebutI

keptonpushinghimaway.

"Whatnow?"heaskedthrowinghis

bodyoffmetomyleftsideofthebed.

"Iwanttea,dontyouwantsome?"I

askedhimplanningmyMamaKissha

move.



"Comeon,wecandobetterthantea."

"StayrightwhereyouareandI'llbe

back."Isaidslippingoutofbed,he

tookhiscellphoneandwentthrough

it.

Igottothekitchen,boiledthewater

andtookmybag.IwasshakingasI

pouredthecontentofthebottleinto

hiscupoftea,Iputinalotofsugar

justtokillanyfunnytaste.Itookthe

teatohim,hecomplainedaboutthe

sugar.Ijusttoldhimitstohelphim



uphisenergy,hedidfinishitthough.

Afterdrinkingteawehadanother

roundofsex,justafterthatwhile

takingabreatherGabsrantothe

bathroom.Iranafterhimbuthehad

lockedthedoor,

"Baby,whatswrong?"Iaskedhim

standingoutside.

"Idontknowbutmystomachisvery,

veryangry.Ouch,aaaah...uhhhhh...!!!"



OHMAMAKISSHA!!!
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IhavedonethemostevilthingIhave

neverimaginedmyselfdoing,

seriouslyIhavejustscoredmyself

onewaytickettohell.Thisistotal

witchcraft!Gabsissupposetofall

inlovewithmenottogetsick,

whateverMamaKisshagaveme

couldbeanythingfromacheapgreen

teatojuiceorevenworsepoison.Oh

Godplease,Icouldgetarrestedfor

murderandbesentencedtomany,



manyyears.

IwenttothebedroomandIwaited

forhim,Icouldntwaitoutsidethe

doorlisteningtohimtryingtohold

himself.WhydidntItastethestupid

thingmyself?Thatsnoteventhe

point,Ishouldhavenevergoneto

MamaKissha.IwantGabrielsobad

thatIpushedbybelievesandvalues

tothesideandheadedstraighttothe

handsofthedevil,Iamworsethan

Ntombi.Ihavebelittledmyselfand

letmyselfdown,Iamdesperateto

belongsomewheresinceIdonthave

anyoneinmylifeandIdidsowithout



thinkingoftheconsequences.My

mothertaughtmetofacemy

problemsheadonbutIthought

"thandaminangedwa"works,nowI

haveprove.

Afterwhatseemedlike30minutes

Gabswalkedinlookingweak,his

facehadchanged.Helookedreally

sick,Ihelpedhimtothebedand

askedhimifthereisanythingthatI

candoforhim.Hesaidno,hejust

wantstosleep.LookingathimIjust

feltbad,Icausedhimthispainso

whatifhesleepsandneverwakeup?

WillIgivemyselfuptothepolice?I



mightsayitsfoodpoisoningbutwe

atethesamefoodandIwontbeable

toexplainwhyhegotsickanddied.

Thatentirenight,hetossed,turned

andrantothetoiletseveraltimes.I

triedtocuddlewithhimjusttofeel

hisbodytemperature,hehadnofever

anddidntcomplainofstomachaches

oranythingjustarunnyonetummy.

Butatleasthefellasleeparound5am,

Iwokeupandmadehimavery

wateryvegetablesoup.Dontwantto

givehimanythinghardfornow.I

lookedatMamaKissha'sbottle,I

thendecidedtospillitinsidethesink.



Ihavenouseforitanymore.

ItookthesouptoGabriel,Imade

surehetookafewsipsbeforeIwent

totakeashower.WhenIcameback

hehadfinishedthewholethingand

waslookingmuchbetter.

"Whatanight,hey?"hesaidwitha

smile.

"Yeah,sowhatareyougoingtodo?"

"Sleepthewholeday,damnmyassis



onfire."hesaidlaughing,hewas

takingthewholethinglightly.He

couldhavedied.Wellthatsmyguilty

conscious!

"Dontyouthinkyoushouldgoseea

doctor?"Iaskedhimknowingtoo

wellthatthatisnotwhatIwant.I

knowtheymightnotcheckhisblood

forpoisonbutIcanttakethatchance.

"Look,itmustbesomethingthatIate

duringtheday,notabigdeal.Ilook

andfeelfinenow,besidesdoctors

wouldanalysthewholethingtosome



sicknesswithahugename."

"Okaybutmakesureyoudrinkplenty

ofwateranddonteatanythingheavy

asitmightupsetyourstomach

again."

"Yesdoc."

"Gabriel,Iamnotjoking."

"Iknowbaby."hesaidpullingmeto

him.Hekissedmelongandhard

strokingmyback.



"See,Iamfinenow."hesaidstaring

intomyeyes.

"Justcallmeifitstartsagain."

"Okay."hesaidgivingmeanother

kiss.

Icantstopfeelingbad,Icanseeheis

onlytryingtoactstrongformysake

eventhoughhisfaceshows

otherwise.IwishIcouldstayallday

inbedwithhimandjustcuddlebutI



needtogettothebottomofMama

Kissha'sconction,otherwiseIwill

takethismatterfar.

Gabrielwentbacktobed,Iputajarof

waternexttothebed.Ileftforwork,I

calledGabrielwhenIgottotheclinic.

Hesaidhewasfine,hedidsound

finebutIwasntsatisfied.After

talkingtohimIcalledMamaKissha,

sheansweredthephoneinher

reassuringvoiceagain.Ithinkshe

hasstoredmynumberbecauseit

soundedlikesheknewwhoshewas

talkingto.Iliedtoherandtoldher

themixtureshegavemeisworking,I



soundedexcitedasItoldherabout

thefakegiftsIreceived.Shesounded

abitsurprisedassheaskedmeifI

hadspendthenightwithhimto

whichIrepliedno.

"Okay,youcancomeagaintodaybut

thistimeitsgoingtobemore

expensive."shesaid.

"Moneyisnotanissue,seeyoulater."

Isaidhangingup.IdontknowhowI

amgoingtoapproachthisbutIsure

ashellwantanswersandIhaveto

getthembytheendoftheday.



IworkedwhilebusycallingGabsto

checkuponhim,around11amhe

saidhewasfineandwasgetting

readyforwork.

Exactly4pmIwasouttheclinicand

onmywaytotown.Iwasragingbut

triedhardtostaycalm.

IgotparkingatSammyMarksand

walkedstraighttoMamaKissha'sflat,

Ididntknock.Ipushedthedooropen

andfoundherabouttogettothe

door,itslikeshewasonherwayout.



Itookoutmyphone.Ididntwaste

anytime.

"Ifyoudonttellmewhatisitthatyou

gavemeinthatbottleIamcallingthe

police.Onesimpletouchandthecall

goesthrough."

"STAMETA,Itoldyouitwasfor

cleansing."

IpaidR2000forwhat...???
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IfIwantedStamettaIwouldhave

gonestraighttotheshopsand

boughtit,itsbeingsoldeverywhere

andnotevenclosetotheamountI

boughtitfor.Shegavemeaquarter

ofthewholebottlewithnoshame

andchargedmesomuchmoney,she

isafraudandIwantmymoneyback.

I'veheardalotofstoriesaboutthis

fakedoctorsbutIwastoodesperate

forlovethatIwentalongwithit,

maybeitsbecausethemoneydidnt

comeoutofmyownpocket.Butstill

sherippedmeoffandIhavelearnta

valuablelesson,ifsomeoneloves



youletthemdosowithanopenheart,

neverevervisitthelikesofMama

Kissha!Itwouldpainmedearlyif

GabshadtowalkoutofmylifebutI

cantcontinuedoingthis,ifweare

meanttobethenwewillbetogether.

"YoumeanIboughtthischeapthing

forR2000?"Iaskedholdingoutthe

bottletoher.Ihaveneverused

Stamettainmylifenorboughtit,butI

haveheardaboutitanditdoesntcost

morethanR50,Ihope!

"Youdidntthinkitwasexpensive



whenyouboughtit,huh?"shehit

back.

Ilookedatherstandingtheretalking

likeshedidnothingwrong,likewhat

shedidwasnormal.Sheshouldhave

seenhowterrifiedIwaswhenGabriel

startedrunningtothetoilet,that

momentthatIrealisedthathewas

sickbecauseofsomethingthatI

gavehim.

"Youcouldhavetoldmetogobuyit

atthechemistmos."



"Itwouldnthaveworkedthewayit

did!"

"What'sthedifference?Hehada

runnytummythewholenight."

"Thatspartofitsjobbutyousaid

thingshavechangedandyouwanted

more."

"Ilied!"true!Isaidallthosethingsso

shewouldntsuspectthatIknowshe

rippedmeoff.



"Aha,thatsnotmyproblem!"shesaid

throwingherhandsintheair.

"Youknowwhat,justgivememy

moneyback,allofit!"Isaidopenning

myhandather.

"Whatmoney?Youbought,youused

andthereisnomoneybackhere."

Thiswoman!

"GiveitbackorIwillcallthepolice."I

shoutedwavingmyphoneather.



"Onwhatcharges?Youbought

Stametta,youusedStamettaonan

unsuspectingperson.Whoisthe

witchhere?Youwanttocallthe

policeonyourself?"sheasked

soundingsureofherself.Sheknew

whatshewasdoingallalong,she

didntevenhaveaproblemtellingme

shesoldmeaveryexpensive

Stametta.

"Ihavebeenrecordingour

conversation."Isaid,itsalie.Iam

onlytryingtoscareher.



"Isaidnothingwrong,infactrecord

somemore,thereisnothingwrongin

sellingStametta.Youcaneventake

videos,youSouthAfricanwomenare

stupid."shesaid.Shehasdonethis

beforeandshewontstopanytime

soon,thatisquiteclear.Toherall

thatmattersismoneyandIhavejust

fallenvictimtoascam.Ifeelso

terriblenow,Kgositrustedmewith

hismoneyandIgobuyStamettato

getanothermantofallinlovewithme,

howstupidisthat?Butisitreally

stupiditywhenyouaredoingitfor

love?Iwasntreallythinking,allIwant



isforGabrieltoloveme.Idontcare

aboutKgosi,atleastnotfornow.He

isnotheretoshowmethatheloves

me.

"Youaresuchanoldevilwoman."I

saidtoher.

"Andwhatdoyoucallyourself?Stop

insultingmelikeIforcedyoutocome

tome,itseitherwecontinueoryou

leave."shesaidlookingreadytoget

onfeedingoffmymoney,sheshould

beashamedofherselfbutinstead

shewantsmoremoneyandwhatthe



heckdoesshewantstogivemenext?

MoreStametta?

Ihavelost,toomuchmoneythatI

dontevenhave.Ijusthavetogiveup

andwalkawayfromher,itsclearI

wontgetacent.ButbeforeIleftI

wishedherluckinwhatevershewas

doing,Iknowonedayshewillhave

morethanmetodealwith!Iwalked

outdefeated,nowIoweKgosiR2000

andGabrielhislife,Ialmostkilledthe

guy.IneedtomakeituptohimbutI

amnotpayingKgosi'smoneyback,

hegaveittomeandwhatIdowithit

doesnthavetoconcernhim.Idofeel



badaboutthewholethingthough,

thisissounlikeme.Ishouldhave

nevergonetoMamaKissha,Idont

believeinthisthingsbutIwentahead

withit,servesmeright!

IheldbacktearsasIwalkedoutthe

oldlookingbuilding,Icameherewith

hopesofwinningamanover,nowI

amleavinglikethefoolIwaseven

whenIcamehere.

Igottothecaranddrovestraight

home,toKgosi'shouse.Ihadavery

lousydayandallIwantisjustto

relaxandforget.Sarahadcookedbut



Ididnthaveanappetite.

AssoonasIkickedofmyuniformI

tookabottleofwineandaglassto

thebathroom,Itookmybathwhile

drinking.Itwasalongbaththatmy

bodyneeded,afterthatIwrapped

myselfinatowelandwenttobed.

BeforesleepingIcheckedmyphone

andIhad4missedcallsandanSMS

allfromGabs.IreadtheSMS,

'HeybabyIneedyourhelp,canIgeta

coupleofthousandsfromyou?'



Isheborrowingorasking?

ButanywayIowehimforalmost

killinghimandIguessIcouldpush

Kgosi'sbankaccounttothelimit...
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Inorderformetofeelbetterabout

unintentionallycleaningGabs'system

Ineedtodosomethingforhimand

theonlywayIcandothatiswith

money.Idonthaveanythoughbut

Kgosidoes,hegavemehisbankcard



andIdontthinkheexpecteditnotto

beused,heknowsmyfinancial

situation.Butthatdoesntmeanhe

saidIcouldbechaGabriel,this

doesntseemrightbuttheybothdont

knowwhatIamdoingsobasicallyI

dontthinkIamhurtinganyoneeven

thoughIfeelguiltyashellinside.

ItoldGabrielIwouldgivehimthe

money,hewanteditimmediatelysoI

hadtotransfereitfrommyaccount

asIdidntknowKgosi'sinternet

detailsandwasafraiditwouldshow

onGabs'notificationsandalsoon

Kgosi'sbankstatement.Imagineme



tryingtoexplainthattoKgosi,tjohe

wouldkillmestraightout.

Gabrielcalledtotellmehesawthe

moneyjustafterIhadsendit,he

didnttellmewhatitwasforbuthe

soundedlikehewasdesperateforit

andIwashappythatIcouldhelp,he

cametome,hedidntgotohisex

whichmeansIamstillthemost

importantoneinhislife.Maybehis

rescuer?Loveofhislife?

IsmilledtomyselfasIdrankmywine

inbed,Gabshadpromisedme

somethingspecialtothankmeandI

intendtospendtheentireweekend

beingshownsomelove.God,Icant



wait!

SaturdaymorningIwokeupfeeling

sick,Ihadaterribleheadacheand

somenausea.Thenauseawas

gettingtoomuch,Iquicklykickedthe

bedcoversoffmeandattemptedto

runtothebathroom.Icouldntgetto

itasIfeltdizzy,Ihadtoholdonto

something,everythingaroundme

wentspinning.ItriedtoholdonbutI

wasbecomingtooweakandthings

fellorIwastheonefalling,Iamjust

notsure.



Fromthereeverythingjustwentblank.

Iopenedmyeyestofindmyselfback

onthebed,insidethebedcoveredin

ablanket.Everythingseemed

differentfrom...DidIjusthavea

nastydream?ExceptIstillfeelthe

samekakIfeltearlier,lightheaded

andwasstillnauseas.Itriedtoget

outofbed...

"No,no,no,stayrightwhereyouare."

Sarascreamedatme,sheeven

pulledmebacktothebed.Idont

evenknowwhereshecamefrom,



"RestuntilKgosi'sdoctorgetshere."

"Doctor?Whatdoctor?"Iaskedtrying

toslapSaraawayfromme,shewas

fiddlingwithme.

"Doyouevenknowwhathappenedto

you,Ifoundyouunconsciousonthe

floorwithbrokenbottleseverywhere."

Sarasaidstillfightingtomakemesit

backinbed.

"Youcalledadoctorforthat?Iam

notsick,Ihaveahangover!"



"Ihavebeenwatchingyou,you've

beenskippingmealsandyou'vebeen

tenselately."

OhGod,whatisshetalkingabout?IfI

donteatherfooditdoesntmeanIam

noteatingelsewhereandwhythe

heckisshefollowingeverythingIdo?

DidKgosiputheruptothis?Sheis

probablyspyingforhim.Me,tense?

ThereisaspaforthatandIcanpay

foritsinceherbossgavememoney

touseasIplease.



"IamfineSara,stopyourdoctorfrom

coming.MaybeifIgetaspirinformy

headacheitwillgetbetterandI'llbe

abletorestsomemore."

"Iamnotgivingyouanything,Idont

knowwhatyouhaveandIdontknow

whatdamagewhateverImightgive

youwouldcause."

"WhatdoyouthinkIhavebytheway?

Peopletakeaspirinallthetimefor

headaches!"

Duh!Thiswomanthough!



Shejustlookedatmeandshookher

head.Therewasahootingcar

outside,shewenttocheck.Ireached

formyphonethatwasonthesideof

thebed,myheadachewasterrible

andthenauseawasstilltheretoo.I

dialledGabriel'snumber,itrangonce

andthenvoicemail.Itriedcalling

severaltimeswithoutanyluck,

maybethereisnonetworkorhis

batteryisflat.Willcheckonhimlater.

ThesametimeasIputmyphone

backthedooropenedandincame

SarafollowedbywhoIthinkwasthe

doctor,anoldIndianguy.



"Doctorplease,thereisnoneedfor

youtobehere,Ijusthavea

hangover."Isaidsittinguponthebed.

IwantedtojumpofitbutscaredI

wouldfallagain.

"AreyousureMiss?"heasked

lookingatmelikeIamsomepsycho.

IknowIlookedthepartwithmy

messyhairandrottenfacefromthe

heavydrinking.

Atleastthedoctorwasabit

understanding,hedidnttouchme,he

justaskedmeafewquestionsabout



my"symptos".Iansweredthem,I

knowIshouldhavedrankafew

glassesofwater2hoursaftermy

drinkingbutIpassedoutbeforeI

couldeventhinkofthat,nowIhave

thisterriblehangover.Thedoctor

wasalsoconvincedthatitwasjusta

hangoverbutnotSara.Idontcare

whatshethinksanyway,Iknowwhat

Iamfeeling!

Afterthattheybothleft,Itriedcalling

Gabrielagainbuthisphonejustwent

tovoicemail.Ireallywanttotalkto

someone,IcalledKhumoandshe

saidshewasinLimpopo.



AcoupleofmonthsbackIhadalife,

friends,brotherandeverything.NowI

havenothing...

HowdidIgethereandwherethe

heckisGabriel...
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Iamawoman,agrownupwoman

whoknowsrightfromwrongbutIam

notactinglikeoneatthemoment.I

amgoingleft,rightandcentre

messingmylifemore,pushing



everyoneaway.Iamtryingtoplease

GabsandIamtryingtoohardits

evenpatheticbutIhavethisfeeling

thatIampushinghimaway.Iam

givinghimeverythingheasksofme

butstillhedoesntshowany

appreciation.Iexpecthimtoactlike

aboyfriendshould,callme,send

SMSsandtakemeoutondates.

Isleptthewholedayafterbeing

forcedtotakeabathanddrinkwater,

Irefusedtoeatthough,Icouldnt

stomachanythingexceptwater.

EverytimeIopenedmyeyesIwould

checkmyphoneforamisscallor



messagesfromGabs.Iworryabout

him,maybesomethingiswrongorhe

losthisphone.Idontwanttothinkof

himbeingwithNtombi,justthinking

aboutthembeingtogetherturnsmy

stomachintoanastyfeelingandI

cantgetthemoutofmymind.

EventhoughIhadalotonmymind

concerningGabrielIkeptonfalling

asleep,nomatterhowlongIsleptfor

IfeltsotiredeachtimeIopenedmy

eyesandtriedtogetup.MaybeSara

isright,Ishouldgetchecked.Iama

bitscaredthough,IknowIcouldbe

pregnant,thatswhatIhavewanted



allalongbutnowIdontthinkIwant

tobeanymore.Iamnotreadytobea

momyet,thatroleistoobigandIam

notworthyofit,Istillwanttobeat

clubsuntiltheweehoursofthe

morningandbesidesthebaby's

fatherwouldneversharethe

excitementwithme.Andbeing

pregnantmightcausemeboththe

meninmylifeandIwouldreallybe

alone,butwhatIfearthemostis

loosingGabs,IthinkaboutKgosibut

Ifindmyselfnotgivingadimeabout

him.Ihavearoofovermyhead,a

limitlessbankcardanddriveaflashy

carbecauseofhimbutIfeellikeall



thismeansnothing,especially

comparedtowhatGabsandIhave.I

knowIsoundstupidandsellfishbut

theheartwantswhatwantswhichin

thiscaseisGabseventhoughtIdont

knowwhereheisrightnowandthat

worriesmelikecrazy.

LaterduringtheeveningIgottiredof

thebed,Isplashedabitofwateron

myfaceandyawnedalltheway

downstairs.Igoticecubesfromthe

fridgeandwenttofeastonthemlike

agoodmealfromSteers.IthinkIfell

asleeponthecouchbecausewhenI

openedmyeyesIhadcoldwateron



mypjs,especiallyonmypunani.I

sworebadlyasIgotup,Iwent

upstairstochangeandcamebackto

watchthetvandnotforgettingtaking

apeakthroughmyphonefor

anythingfromGabs,Iwasjust

wastingmytimewiththat.

Ididntsleeptherestofthenight,I

laidonthecouchwatchingtvand

thinkingaboutGabs.Itcantbeeasy

forhim,ImeanIamstayingin

anotherman'shouseandexpecting

himtodistancehimselffromthe

motherofhischild,thatcantbefair.

Gabsisagreatfather,maybehe's



spendingsomequalitytimewithhis

daughter.IthinkthatswhyIamso

drowntohim,maybethatswhatI

wantformyselftoo.Imighthave

mixedfeelingaboutbeingpregnant

now,butIknowhewontdesertthe

babyevenifthingswontworkout

betweenus.

Ispendtherestoftheweekend

indoorunderSara'swatchfulleye,she

wouldntletmedoanything.She

cooked,helpedmebathanddid

everythingformeeventhoughItold

herIwasfineandcandothingsfor

myself,Istillcouldnteat,shetried



givingmeallsortsoffoodbutthe

smellandtastejustmademeloose

myappetiteevenmore.Iwantedto

bepregnantbutnowIamscaredand

IthinkSaracouldalsoseethat,she

triedgettingmecomfortableasbest

asshecould.

MondaymorningIgotreadyforwork,

Iwasstillsickandcouldnteat

anythingstill.Iwashopingand

prayingitwasjustabugofsomesort

thatwillpassbutIknowthetruthand

thereisnouseinlyingtomyself.

SarainsistedthatIstayhomeand

restbutIcant,Ispendtheentire



weekendhereanditdrovemenuts,

maybethatsthereasonwhyIgotthis

sickplusthefactthatIamtoo

worriedaboutGabriel.

EvenwhenIgottoworkIwasnt

better,Ifelttiredandhadaterrible

headache.Bongiweevensuggested

thatIgohomeandrestorgoconsult,

Idontwanttogoanywhere,IknowI

ampregnantbutIthinkthereis

somethingwrongwiththepregnancy.

IdecidedtoleavebutIamgoingto

seeKhumo,Idontwanttobe

anywheredepressing.



Ipackedmythingsandheadedfor

thedoor,asIopenedit2peopleI

didntexpectwalkedin.Mystepmom

andherdaughter,Paledi.Icouldtell

theywerenothertoplayfamily.They

orderedmetositdownandIdidas

theyalsosatdown.

"Iseeyouareabouttoleavesowe

wontwasteyourtime."Mystepmom

said,nogreeting.

"Okay."Isaidbackather.



"Wearehereaboutthemoney."

Paledisaid.

"Money,whatmoney?"Iasked

surprised,IdontthinkIowethem

anything.Mystepmomwent,

"Sheistalkingabouttheinsurance

money,wewanthalfofwhatyougot,

mychildsufferedalot."
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Ihavegivenupalmosteverything



theythoughtIwasntworthyof,my

cushylifethatmyfatherprovidedfor

me,everythingthatImyselfhad

contributedtoandgaveupa

relationshwithmyfatherandbrother

butstillthatisntenoughttoplease

them.TheymessedallthatupandI

shouldbetheonetopay,itslikeI

owethemandmydebtisforlife.I

didntdowhatIdidbecauseIwanted

to,Idideverythingsotheywould

leavemealone.OntheotherhandI

wantedtohurtmydadandItumeleng,

nowIamnotsureoftheoutcome

anymorebutIneverthoughtthings

wouldgetthiscomplicatedandtough.



Ilookedatthemnothopingthey

wouldtellmetheyarejoking,I

wouldntexpectthatfromthem,they

areverygreedybutIwashopingthey

wouldenlightenmeregardingthe

insurancemoney.MaybeIhave

missedsomething,maybethe

insurancecompanypaidoutto

somebodyandIamabouttoloose

out.

"Excuseme?"Iaskedtryingtosee

howserioustheywere.



"Youheardmeverywell."my

stepmotheranswered.

"WhyintheworldshouldIgiveyou

anymoney?"

"Becausewedeserveit."my

stepmomansweredme.Simpleas

that,theywanteverythingfromme

becausetheydeserveit!

"IamsorrybutIdonthaveany

mon..."thatsentencestoppedright

thereasmystepmomsteppedup

withherheavyvoice,



"Youthinkwearestupidbecausewe

dontknowhowmuchmoney

insurancecompaniespay?Wewere

allpartoftheaccidentandneedcuts

fromthatmoney,Iwontletyouwalk

awaythateasily."

Whatmoney?This2arecrazy!Did

theycausedamagetomycarsoit

wouldbeinanaccident?Idontknow

whattothinkanymore,Idonteven

trustthem.Nowheretheyare

soundingdamnsureofthemselves,

theythinkIgotachunkofmoney



fromtheinsurancecompanywhileI

gotnothing.Theydonteventhinkof

theproblemsIaminbecauseofthat

accident,Iampayingoffadeadcar!

"Ithinkyoushouldbothleave."Isaid

pointingatthedoor,Ihavenothing

furthertosaytothem.Iamnoteven

goingtobotherexplaininganythingto

them.

"Wearenotgoinganywhere,call

securityifyouwantto."Paledisaid

withsomuchattitudeIwantedto

slaphersohardaccrosstheface.



Sheshouldbeconcentratingonher

futureotherthangivingmycarto

boyfriends,infactsheshouldbethe

oneintroubleandpayingforthe

damages.

"Ohno,dontworryyourselfabout

that.Ifweleaveherewithoutthat

moneyshe'llbeverysorry."thistime

mystepmomusedthesametoneas

herdaughter.

"Whatwouldyoudotome?You've

takeneverythingalready."



"Thenightyoubrought"everything"to

usyourfatherhadaheartattack,not

abigdeal,somethingminorbut

imagineifhehadtofindoutthathis

perfectdaughterhasmovedintoa

man'shouse.Amansheisnot

marriedto,whatwouldthatdotohis

fragileheart?"myproudstepmom

saidwithasmile.Ididntevenknow

thatmydadhadaheartattack,Ihad

causedhimsomuchpainandthis

foolsareusingthattotheir

advantage.Howdidtheyevenknow

aboutmemovinginwithKgosi?Ihad

thoughtmylifedidntmattertothem

anymorebutanywayitsnotlikethey



lovemeorcareaboutme,Iam

nothingtothembutamealticket,a

freepasstothebigbucks.

"Whyareyoudoingthistome?"my

heartwasverypainfulasIasked

themandIfoughttearsfromcoming

out,Ididntwanttoseemweakto

them.Iknowthatgivingthemmoney

wouldonlymakethemcomebackfor

more.

Theydidntanswerme,tothemthis

seemednormaleventhoughitwasnt.

"Fine,Iwillgiveyoumoneybutthis

bettebeforthelasttime.Idontwant



anythingtodowithyouanymore!"I

saidandthesmilesontheirfaces

wouldhavemadeyouthinktheywere

doingtherightthing,BALOI!

TheycameherebytaxisoIhadto

driveustothenearestATMin

Kgosi'sSUVandthatjustmadethem

thinkIgotmoremoneythanthey

thought,theywerebusycomplaining

thatIamlivingaTopBillinglifewhile

theyarestillstrugglingasifImade

thingsthewaytheyare.Wellthey

shouldstruggleevenmorebecause

theyarebusytakingthingsfromme.



WegottotheATM,Igotoffand

withdrewR10000fromKgosi's

account.Hopeheneverquestions

meaboutthis.

BeforeIgavethemthemoneyIsaid

thistothem,

"IfyouevercomebackformoreI

wouldpersonallytelldadaboutthis."

"Eitherwayhe'llgetaheartattack

causedbyyousojustgiveusthe



money."Paledisaidgrabbingmy

handbagfromme.Iwatchedthem

astheyhungrilypulledoutthemoney,

theydidntevencountitastheyputit

intheirbag.Theydisgustmetheway

theytreatme,assoonastheygotthe

moneyItoldthemtogetoutofmy

car.Theydidnthesitate,akerethey

gotwhattheywanted.

IstayedinthecarhopingwhatIdid

wontcomebacktobiteme.

AftersometimeIdecidedtodrivebut

beforeIcouldputthecarintogearI



hadthisterriblepainfrommy

abdomentomyspine...

Itleftmescreaming...
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Ihaveneverinmylifefeltsomuch

pain,evenperiodpainsarenotthis

lifethreatening,Iwassoterrifiedof

thepainthatthefirstthingthatcame

intomymindwasmymother.She

diedofcervicalcancerandsheused

tocryofabdominalpains,even

painkillersdidnothingtothatpain



andbackpain,evenwhenshetriedto

hideitIcouldseeshewasstruggling.

Thethoughtjustscaredmemore,I

dontwanttogothroughwhatshe

wentthrough.Iwanttohavechildren

andseethemgrowunliketheway

sheleftme.

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundmy

stomachandburiedmyheadonthe

steeringwheelasIlistenedtothe

painfadeawaybitbybit.Myheart

waspumpingfastandmybreathing

wasatafastpacetoo.Afterafew

minutesIfeltcompletelyfine,itwas

likenothingeverhappenedbutIwas



soscaredIknewIneedtoact.Isat

upcomfortablyinmyseattorealised

Iwasbeingwatched,peoplewere

watcingmeandnoneofthemeven

attemptedtohelpme.Iwipedthe

tearsoffmyfaceandstartedmycar,

Icouldtelltheywantedtoknowwhat

wasgoingonandIwontbeherefor

themtoaskme.

Idrovestraighttomydoctor,Ineed

toknowwhat'sgoingonbeforeIgo

crazy.InthebackofmymindIknew

whatwaswrongbutIcouldntstop

thinkingtheworst.Ihaveseenthe

worstandfearedtheworst.Ididnt



evenseethedrivetomydoctor's

surgery,IamjustgladIgottheresafe

andsound.Andatleastitwasntfull,

therewereonly2peopleinfrontof

meandwhilepassingtimeIcalled

Khumoandtoldherwhathad

happened.Likethegoodfriendthat

sheisshetoldmeshewasonher

way.Iwentintoseethedoctor

beforeKhumocame.

HetookmyBP,drewblood,weighed

meandaskedmeafewquestions.

Afterlisteningtomeexplainingto

himhowIhavebeenfeelinglatelyhe

didapregnancytest,nodoubtmy

symptomsledthere.Heheldthe



stickclosetohiseyesbeforeturning

ittome.Itwasnthardtothe2red

lines,IknewIwaspregnantbefore

thetestbutnowthatIamlookingat

theproofIdontknowwhattothink

anymore.ItwasnowthatIwas

thinkingofKgosiandwhatthiswould

dotohim.

"Ithinkyouknewaboutthisbefore

youcamehere."mydoctorsaidwith

asmile.

"Yes."Iagreed,Ievenknewthatthe

painwascausebystresseven



thoughIshieldedthatawayfrommy

mind.

"So,doyouhaveanideaonhowfar

youare?"mydoctoraskedme.I

knewthatanswerandawholelotof

answerstootherquestionsthathe

askedmetoo.Hetoldmethatfor

noweverythingisfineIjustneedto

managemystress,getenoughrest

andgetspoilt.Onlyifheknewhow

complicatedthisisisformehe

wouldntsaythattome.AssoonasI

getoutofhereIamgoingtostress

ashell.



Ileftthesurgeryanddrovetothe

nearestpetrolstation,Iparkedmy

caranddidsomegoodthinking.I

needtothinkofawaytoapproach

thiswholesituation,Idontevenknow

howIamgoingtobreakitdownto

GabrielorKgosi,eachofthem

deservesanexplanationonhow

thingsgotthisfar.Ihaveconfused

thingsandmadeeverythingworsefor

myself,IdontknowwhoorwhatI

wantanymore.AttimesIfeel

stronglyaboutGabrielandIbelieve

heistheone,thenthereisKgosi.

Eish...Howdidthingsgetso



complicated?Well,forstatersmy

pregnancy...

IdecidedtocallGabrielandseeifI

canfindhimthistime,hehas

dissapearedonmeallweekend.His

phonesendmestraighttovoicemail,

heisoneofthereasonIamstressing

thismuch.Myphonerangwhileinmy

hand,IlookedatitanditwasKhumo.

Ohhellno,Iforgotabouther!

Goodness!Ianswered,

"Heyfriend."



"Heyfriend?Lebo,doyouknow

whereIam?"sheaskedmesounding

furious,Icompletelyforgotabouther.

Sheismyfriend,theonlypersonthat

willforeverstandbymeandIhadto

forgether.

"Iamsosorryfriend,Iamjustbehind

thesurgeryatthepetrolstation.You

candrivehere."

"Drive?KelebogileIcameherebytaxi,

Ijustthoughtwecantbothdrive."

"Okay,I'mcoming."IquicklysaidasI



askedherwhereexactlyshewas.

ShewaspissedashellatmeandI

couldntstopapologisingoverthe

phone.

Ifoundher,shegotintothecarand

greetedme.Sheseemedcalmerand

IwasgladthatIhaveherinmylife

andthatshewashereforme.Idrove

ustoherhousewhereshemadetea,

IwasstillworriedaboutGabrielnot

answeringmyphone,Itriedtofocus

onjustbeingwithKhumobutitwas

hard.Icouldntstopaskingmyself

whereGabrielis...



"Youareherewithmebutyourmind

isfar,faraway."Khumosaidmaking

merealisewhereIwas.

"Imsorry,Iamjusttired."

"OkaybutImsureyouwontmind

talkingaboutyourdoctor'svisit?"she

askedmewithconcerninhervoice.I

smiledasIansweredher,

"Iampregnant!"



Shedidntsmileback,shegavemea

longblankstarebeforeshewent,

"Youfinallygotwhatyouwantedso

doesthatguaranteeyouthemanof

yourdreams?"

Reallynow???
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Iampregnant,bringinglifeintothis

world!That'ssupposetobethe

happiestnews,notjustformeonly,



formyfriendtoo.Sheistheonly

personIbelievewouldneverjudge

menomatterthesituation,IguessI

havemisjudgedher.Iwanttoenjoy

mypregnancysoIcanavoidstress,I

haveacceptedthatIampregnant

eventhoughIknowthereisalong

roadahead,itwontbeeasybutIwill

survive.AndwhywouldKhumobring

uptheGabrielissue?Iknowits

supposetocomeupbutnotnow.

"SeriouslyKhumo?Thisisntthetime

forjudgements."Isaidangryather.



"IwonthidehowIfeelLebo,ifyouare

goingtohearstraightouttruthyou

betterhearitfromme."shesaid.

"Ijustwanttobepregnantandhappy,

thereissomuchgoingoninmylifeI

justneedthispositivity."Isaidwhile

Khumogavemealookfullofguilt.

ItsnotlikeIamhappybecausethings

aregoingmyway,Iamscaredtoo.

"IamsorryitsjustthatIamafraid

you'llgethurtLebo.Gabrielwarned

youaboutthis."



"Iknowthat?"

"So,whatareyougoingtodo?"

"IhavetotalktohimbutIdontthinkI

can."Isaid.Thingsseemedeasier

whenIwasbusyputtingmyplaninto

motion,nowtheplanitsandthings

arechangingonme.

"Icangowithyoutoseehim."

"No,IthinkIhavetodothisalone

afteracoupleofdays,Ineedsome



courage."

"Okay,enoughwithGabrielandall

thatstress.Youarepregnant!"she

saidendingherlastsentencewitha

littlescream.Thatsthekindof

atmosphereIneed,Igotexcitedtoo

aswewentintopregnancytalk.

Khumowasalreadyplanningmy

babyshower.Itwasfuntalkingabout

babiesandallthat,Icantwaitto

dressupinmaternityclothes.

WechattedupuntillMphocameback

fromwork,heleftforgymthenI



decidedtoalsogo.Khumowanted

metosleepoverbutIcant,Ihave

Saratoreportto.Idrovetothehouse

andwhenIgotthereItookalong

bathbeforegoingtobed.Ifelttired

andjustwantedtorest.Itwasnot

thatlate,maybearound18:00.Islept

for2hoursbeforeSarawokemeup.

ShewantedtoknowhowIwasdoing,

shehelpedmesituponthebedeven

thoughIcoulddothatonmyownbut

shewouldnthearanyofthat.

"IamfineSara,Ijusthadaterrible

day."Isaidtohertryingtogetheroff

myback.



"CanImakeyousomethingtoeat

then?"

"No."

"Kelebogile?"

"Sara,canIpleaserest?"

"IwillafteryoulistentowhatIhave

tosay."



"What?"

"ItsaboutKgosi,Idonthavekidsof

myownbutIseeKgosiasmyown

child,Ihaveseenwomancomein

andgosinceIworkedforhimbuthe

hasneverdonewhatheisdoingfor

you,itseemslikeheconsidersyouas

hiswomansopleasedonthurthim,

dontbreakhisheart."Sarawas

speakinglikesomeonewhohas

Kgosi'sbestinterestatheartandI

believethat.Iwantedtoknowwhat

shemeantbywomencominginand

outbutIwasspeechless.Shewasnt

threateningme,shewasmerely



makingmeawareofthefactthatshe

wontletmehurtKgosiwhilesheis

stillaround.Ihadtotakeherserious,

sheisaverynicepersonbutshe

doesseemlikeatoughtwomanwho

doesntstandfornonesense.Iam

justthankfulshedidntmakeme

promiseanything,Imightbebetween

2guysthatIneedtochoosefrom

anddeepdownIknowKgosiisgoing

tobehurt,itdoesntmatterwhatIdo.

Saraleftmewithalottothinkabout,

infactshejustaddedmoretomy

stress.

ItriedGabriel'sphoneagainandit



sendmestraighttovoicemailand

thistimeIdecidedtoleavehima

message,

"Gabrielpleasegetbacktomeas

soonasyougetthis.IloveyouandI

amabitworriedaboutyou."

Idontwanttosoundneedyor

desperatebutIreallyneedtotalkto

him,Iwastheonethatwentahead

withthepregnancyevenafterthetalk

wehadbutthatdoesntmeanIhave

tobealone.IfGabrieldoesntget

backtomeIwillhavenochoicebut



togolookingforhim,Ionlyknow2

placeswhereIcanfindhim,his

houseorhisaunt'shouseandifheis

notanywherenearthose2placeIwill

makesureIwontsleepuntilIfind

him.ForstartersIwillcheckhis

facebookaccountrightnow,itwas

stillthesameasthelasttimeIwent

throughit.Thisdoesnthelponebit!

BeforeIsleptKhumocalledtocheck

uponme,thisgirlissuchagood

friendbutIdomissmyformercrazy

friends,NthabiandDineo.Iknowthey

wouldhaveanswerstomyproblems,

especiallyDineo.



InthemorningIcalledBongiwetolet

herknowthatIwasbookedsickfor2

days,shedidntsoundhappy,that

didntbotherme.Iwentbacktobed

andwokeuparound11am.Itriedto

makemyselfsomethingtoeateven

thoughIdidntfeelhungry,while

goingthroughthefridgetherewasa

knockatthedoor.Iwenttoopen,

"Lebo,IneedyourhelppleaseIam

beggingyou.Youaretheonlyone

thatcanhelpme!"



That,withtearsrunningdowntheir

cheekscryingformyhelpwas...

Paledi!!!

Mystepsister!!!
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Ahshemnowtheydontknowwhat

theywantfromme,Igavethem

everythingIcouldthinkofincluding

moneythatIdontevenhave,now

theywantmyhelp?HowcouldI



possiblyofferthemanythingmore

whentheyareusedtotaking

whatevertheywantfromme.Even

betterwhycantshejustgrab

whateverthingsheneedshelpwith

andgo?Iamtiredoffightingfor

senselessthings,wecoulddobetter

thanthatandstartbuildinga

relationshipbetweenus.Ifwecant

dothatthenweshouldpartwaysand

neverlookateachothers'ways,

pretendlikenoneexist.Thatwould

workformebutsurelynotforthem

astheywouldnthavenooneto

harrassanymore.



IfshewasevergoodtomeIwould

havegivenherahug,shereally

seemeddistressedandinneedof

helpbutaftereverythingtheyputme

throughIjustsawnothingbut

crocodiletearsonherface.

"Palediplease,Iamsurewhateverit

isyoucansolveitwithyourmother,

sopleaseleave."Isaidtryingtopush

heroutthedoor.

"ThisissomethingIwouldntdiscuss

withmymomoranyoneelseathome,

Lebopleaseitsevenbiggerthan



me..."

Iknowwhatyou'llallthinkofmebutI

amonepersomwhocantstandtears

andhertearslookedrealnomatter

howhardItriedtoavoidthemandI

cantthinkofthebadthingsthatthey

havedonetomenow,itseemslike

PalediisinsomekindoftroubleandI

wouldneverforgivemyselfif

somethinghadtohappentoher.

"Fine,sitdown."Isaidusheringherto

oneofthechairsinthekitchen.



ShesatdownasIpouredheraglass

ofwater.Igaveittoher.

"Thankyou,"shesaidtakingtheglass.

"Lebo,IknowIamthelastpersonto

cometoyouforhelpand..."

"Palediplease,"Isaidintterrupting

her."Dontpreachtome,itwont

changethesituationjusttellmewhat

yourproblemis."Iaddedthenlooked

ather,shestartedwiththetearsall

overagain.Ijustwaitedforherto

stop,Icouldntgetmyselftocomfort

her.



"IdontknowwhattodoLebo."

"Bolela!"Ishoutedather,shelooked

downandwent,

"Ihavebeenraped!"shesaidthen

burstintotears.

Rapeisnotsomethingtoplaywith,if

PalediistellingthetruthIhavetoput

ourfightsasideandhelpher.Rape

comeswithalotofrisksandI

wouldntwishthatonanyone,not



evenmyworstenemy.

Iaskedhertoexplainthewholething

tomesoIcouldgetthestoryright,I

hadabitofdoubtbutwell...

Apparantlyshewentoutwithher

friendfordrinks,thenextthingshe

foundherselfinsomeguy'sbedand

whensheaskedhimhetoldherthat

theyhadunprotectedsexandshe

hadagreedtoitbutshedoesnt

rememberanything.

Sheseemedshakenupasshetried

torelivethewholething.Palediis

only19,she'satanagewhere

everythingisfun,especiallytaunting

me,foolingaroundanddoingthings



girlsheragedo.Iwasoncelikeher

untilImetKgosiandGabriel,Ilost

thatonethingthatscalledfun.

Ilookedatherarshecriedharder.

SheandhermomhavehurtmebutI

amanurseandIhavethe

informationtohelpher."So,whatdo

youwanttodo?"Iaskedher.

"Idontknow,thatswhyIcameto

you."

"Doyouwanttolayacharge?"



"Idontknow,Ijustwanttogethelp."

"Okay,Iwillhelpyou."Isaidtoher,I

amsupposetorestbuthereIam...

Sinceshedoesntknowifshewants

toopenacaseIdroveustothe

nearesMedico,Igotthereand

explainedoursituationtothem.They

convincedhertoopenacase,while

wewaitedforthepolicetheytookher

forcounsellingandthenwewaited

forthepolicetobringtheevidencekit.

Wewaitedforanhour,itwasthen

thattheydidtheHIVtest,pregnancy



test,examination,drewbloodand

gavehervaccineforHepB.Atleast

shequalifiedforPEP,thatstheone

thingIwasconcernedabout.Shegot

hermedicationandappointmentcard

thenitwasanothertriptothepolice

stationforherstatement.Itwasa

longdayandIwastired,Iboughtus

foodbeforedroppingheroffatmy

house,myoldhouse.Thehousestill

lookedthesame,Igaveitalonglook

rememberingthememoriesIhadin

thisplace.Istillmissbeinghere,the

neighbourhoodisgreat,notfarfrom

workandsoclosetoGabriel.I

wonderifhe'shome...



"Lebo?"IheardPaledi'svoicesay,it

feltasthoughshejustwokemeup

fromaGabrieldream.

"What?"

"Thankyouforeverything,youaretoo

kind."

"ItsokayPalediyoucango,youdont

havetoplaynicewithme."

Idontthinkthingsshouldchange

betweenusbecauseIhadhelpedher,



IonlydiditbecauseIknewwhat

needstobedone.

Shedidntargueorsaymore,shegot

outthecar.Iwatchedhergotomy

house,IdontknowwhyIputupwith

this...

Istartedthecarandslowlydroveto

Gabs'house,Iamjustgoingtocheck

ifheishomeanddriveaway,I

thoughtthattomyselfbutwhenIgot

therethelightswereon,thefront

doorwasopenandhiscarwas

parkedoutside...



Ijustcouldntpassby...
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IdontcareifIamdoingtheright

thingornotorevenworseshowing

desperationbyjustpitchingup

unannouncedasmostpeoplemight

thinkthatwayofmebutanywayhow

couldIhavelethimknowthatIwas

coming?Apartfromthisbeinga

spareofthemomentthingIcouldnt

reallyreachhim,Ihavetried

countlesstimesbutfailledandhe

neverthoughtofcallingmetojustlet



meknowwhat'sgoingon.Heneeds

tounderstandthatIneedtotalkto

him,wellhemightnotknowthe

reasonIamsodesperatetotosee

himbutstillthere'salotthatneedto

besaidbetweenus,thingsdont

makesense.Hedisappearsonme

withoutawordjustafterIhavedone

himafavour,Ideservesan

explanationandmore.Iamserious

aboutGabsandIanddeservesthe

samefromhimandifthereis

somethinghe'sdoingorhidingIneed

toknow,I'mhumanandIwanttobe

thereforhimifthereissomething

wrong.



Igotoffthecarafterjustparking

outsideandscaredtogoin,Iwas

reallyterrifiedtojustgoin.Iknow

he'sagoodguyandvery

understandingbutIneedan

approach,wespokeaboutthewhole

babythingandhehastoldmehis

reasonsanddespiteallthatIwent

aheadanddeceivedhim.Idonteven

knowwhatIamgoingtosaytohim

orhowIshouldreactwhenIseehim,

themoreIthinkthemoremymind

becomesblank,andwhatifherejects

meordumpme?Hedidtellmehe

doesntwantbabiesnow,butwho



saidMAPworks100%,its98%and

the2%hastounworkonsomebody.

UnfortunatelyinthiscaseitsmeandI

ampregnant,hedoesnthavetoknow

allthedetailsthough.Iknowwhat

wentdownbutthatsmysecret,even

ifthetruthcomesoutitwontmatter

becauseitwontbeanytimesoon.

ThesecretisnotjustintheMAP

though...

Iamdoingthisforloveremember?

Igottothedoorandknocked,my

heartwaspumpingsohardIwas

scaredhewouldseemychestdoing



thequickupanddownorseeright

throughme.IwaitedasIlookedat

thedoorhopingInevercameorrun

asfastasIcouldbacktomycar.The

dooropenedand...

"Kelebogile?Hey,"Gabssai,it

soundedlikehewasdisappointedto

seeme.Iwonderwhohewas

expecting.Hethenpausedforafew

secondsbeforehewent,"Comein,

wastexpectinganyoneespeciallynot

atthistimeofthenight,areyouback

atthehouse?"



"No,"Isaidslowly.Somethingwas

oddanditpainedme.Hewasnt

actinghisusuallself,he'salways

happyandwelcomingbutnot

tonight..."ThoughtIwouldgetahug

orakiss,notthisblurwelcome."

"Oh,Imsorry,hadalongday..."he

saidwithabitofalaughthengave

meahug.Ashort-quickhug,noteven

welcoming!

IwentinandMbaliwasbusyeating

supper,shegotoffherchairand

excitedlyrantome.Shegavemea



hug,betterthanherdad's.Gabstold

hertogofinishherfood,sheslipped

outofmyarmsandwentback.There

wasabitofawkwardnessbetween

us,myfocusshiftedtomy

surroundingsnotbecauseIdidnt

wanttolookatGabsbutthehouse

lookeddifferent,itwaslikeGabshad

renovatedeventhoughthefurniture

wasthesame,thedifferencewere

thefewaddedcolourfulthings.Gabs

neverhadflowersinthekitchenor

decorationsonthefridge,healways

hadaplainsimplekitchen!But

maybethatsallforMbali,hemightbe

tryingtomakeherenvironment



colourfulandabitplayfull,thatis

whatgoodfathersdo,theyalways

puttheirchildrenfirstandGabsisno

exception.Heaskedmetogowait

forhiminthelounge,IdidbutIfelt

likehewasdistancingMbalifromme,

Icouldhearhowhewasrushingher

tofinishandgotobed.Imjusttoo

stressedandseeingthingsthatare

notthere,Itooktheremoteand

switchedonthetv.Gab'sphonewas

onthecoffeetable,Iwasjust

temptedtocheckifitwason,gapeI

havebeentryingtocallhim.Hetold

mehe'sgoingtoquicklyprepare

Mbaliforbedbeforedisappearing



intothepassageIlistenedashe

hurriedherwhileshecomplained.

Imadesurehewasoutofsidebefore

pressinghisphoneonthebuttonon

thesideandthescreenjustlitup,it

wasworkingwithfullnetworsbars!I

tookmyphoneoutanddialledhis

number,stillthephonewentto

voicemail.Whatisgoingonhere?

Thisisthesamephonehe'sbeen

usingeversinceImethim.Didhe

accidentallyblockmynumberor

what?Imeaneverythingseemsfine

here!



Hecameintotheroomandsatnext

tome,IwassoangryIwantedto

burstrightthereandaskhimwhats

goingon.Heslowlytookmyhandin

his,

"Ithinkweshouldtalk."hesaidandI

nodmyheadyestryingtostaycalm.

Hetooktimebeforehewent,"Ihave

nevermetanyonewithsomuchlove

likeyou,somehowyouchanged

me..."

"Gabsareyoutryingtobreakupwith



me?"Iaskedintterruptinghim,Iam

notafool,maybeIambutnonethe

lessIcanseewhathe'stryingtodo.

"No,Lebo,look..."

"Whatthen?Areyouproposing?"

"Willyoujustgivemeachance?"

"Achanceforwhat?Dumpmeor

proposetome?"

"Iwanttodowhat'srighthere."he



saidthenwaitedformetointerupt

himagain,Ididnt.Hewent,"Thispast

fewdaysIhadalottothinkabout,

myfutureandwhatIwant.Iama

manandnotgettingyounger."

"Justsayit!"

"Ntombiispregnantanditsmybaby."

"Youcheatedonmewithher?"thats

allIcouldsay.

"Thatsnotall,wearegetting



married."hesaiditlikeitwas

somethingbeautifulthathewas

sharingwithhisfriend,it'slikehe

wantedmetojumpforjoywithhim.

Ithinkmyearsweremessingwithme,

thiscantbe,Gabslovesme!

"Whataboutme?"Iaskedhimwith

tearsrunningdownmycheeks,

thingsarenotgoingmyway.

Hewasabouttoanswermewhenthe

dooropenedandNtombiwalkedin

holdingbags.



"Honey,Imhome!Finallythisaremy

laststuff."shesaidthensawme.

"Whatisshedoinghere?"sheasked

pointingatme.

Sheismovingin!

"Imalsopregnantandmovingin."I

said.

Ntombithrewherbagsonthefloor.

AndGabswent,



"Whatthefuck?"
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Thisisbad,sobadthatIthinkitsnot

evenrealorhappeningtome.I

shouldhaveseenitcoming,thisbitch

isalwaysastepaheadofmeandI

neverreservesanyplansforher,I

hadranwithplanAandleftnoother

optionsforanythingthatmaystand

inmyway.Ihateitwhenaplan

doesntcometogether,especially

whenit'ssomethingthatIhavebeen



workingonforaverylongtime.Now

IamstuckwithapregnancyInever

wantedinthefirstplace,theideaof

beingpregnantonlymeantIhad

somethingtoholdGabrielwithbut

nowNtombihas1childalreadyand

anotheronthewayandIdontthinkI

cancatchup.Idontwantthisbabyif

GabrielisnotpartofitandIamnot

preparedtosettleforsecondbest

especiallyifitmeansarrangedvisit

andpapgeld,Gabrielhastobewith

meandourbabybuthowwillthat

happennow?

"Kelebogileyoucantbepregnant!"



GabrielsaidtryingtomakemesayI

amlyingorjustkiddingbutheyIdo

haveababygrowinginsideme.

"Sheislying!Gabby,Iknowhertype

sheistryingtomessthingsforus."

NtombisaidcryinglikeIhavejust

hurther,Gabswenttocomforther.

Sheisusingher"pregnancy

hormones"toplaythis,wellIamalso

pregnantandcanfeelmytearsfilling

myeyesrightnow.

"DoyouwantproofthatIam

pregnant,testmerightnow!"Isaid



shoutingatthetopofmyvoicewith

freshtearsrunningdownmycheeks.

GabrielsoftlyletgoofNtombiand

camerunningtome,notwithso

muchloveashedidwithNtombi,he

roughlygrabbedmebymyshoulders

andlookedatmewithsomuchrage

inhisbeautifulbigeyes.Ihavenever

seenthelookhehad,healways

showedmelove...

"Mydaughterissleepinginthis

houseandmyfianceispregnantso

keepyourvoicedown!"hespoke



betweenglentchedteethandthat

painedmorethananythingin.Ihave

neverthoughtIwouldhearGabriel

eversaythistome.

"Iamalsopregnantwithyourchild."I

saidasNtombisobbedmorebehind

Gabs.

"WeagreedKelebogile,youeventold

meyoutookcareofit."

"IdidandIguessitdidntwork."



WewerebothwhisperingbutIknow

Ntombicouldhearus,thesobbing

hadstopped.

"How?"GabrielaskedasthoughIhad

thetimetoexplainthewholeprocess

tohimespeciallyinfrontofhisex,

babymama,futurewife.Damn,Iam

thesidechickthatgotnockedup!

"Gabriel,Iloveyou,somuchandI

thinkwedeserveachancebutIalso

dontthinkIhavetoputupwiththis.I

thoughtyoulovedme..."



"Dontyoudaretalkaboutlovewith

mymanbitch."Ntombisaidpulling

Gabrielawayfromme,toldyoushe

waslistening!

"Youcallingmeabitch?Hahaha,you

aretheonethatsleptwithGabriel

behindmyback,heismyboyfriend."I

saidtryingtofightback.

"Was!Heisminenow!"shesaid

raisingherlefthandatmetoexpose

adiamondring.Veryshinyandso

beautiful,itfittedherslenderyellow

fingersoperfect.



"Gabriel,didyoubuyit?"Iaskedhim

butNtombiansweredme,

"What?YouthinkI'dbuymyown

ring?"

SheevenlaughedlookingatGabriel

likeIwascrazytoevensuggestthat,

ifonlysheknew.Iknowshedidntbuy

thatringandIdontthinkIhaveto

hearGabrieladmittingtoanything,I

mightnotknowwhathappenedbutI

sureashellpaidforthatring.This

pastweekendwasntjustabouthim



thinkingabouthisfuturelikehetold

me,hewasdoingwhateverhethinks

isrightforhisfuture.

"Itsnotwhatyouthink."Gabrielsaid

shakinghishead,hewas

embarassedtosaythathetook

moneyfrommetofundNtombi's

engagementring,especiallyinfrontof

her.

"Iamsuchafool."Iwhispered.

Gabrielneverlovedme,hehasmade

uphismindaboutmarryingNtombi.

SinceItoldthemheneversaid



anythinggoodaboutmebeing

pregnant,itslikeIdidntmention

anythingormaybehethinksit'sa

trap.Well,yesitsallpartofatrap,I

wantedhimandwentasfarasfalling

pregnantjustsoIcouldkeephim.

Somethingwentwrongbetweenthe

2ofthemandIdontthinktheyever

brokeup,Iwasjustinthewayand

Gabrielhadusedme.WhydidntIever

put2and2together?Whenever

NtombicalledGabriel,herushedto

herside,hehadneversaidnotoher,

shewasalwayshereandInever

questionedanyofthatbecauseI



thoughtIcouldtrustGabrielbutthey

bothgavemetheideathattheycant

standeachotherorthatswhatI

wantedtoseeeventhoughthere

weremanyredflags.Iamnotperfect

butGabrielknowseverythingabout

me,Ineverhidanythingfromhim,he

knowsthingsfrommyrelationship

withKgositomyfamilybutIdont

thinkhehasbeenthatopenwithme.

"Youdontunderstand,thisisnteasy

formetoo.Youtoonevergotalong

andIhadtobreakthat."Gabrielsaid

tryingtosoundnormal.



"Dontworry,I'llmakethingseven

easierforyou.I'llleaveanddont

worryaboutmeandthebaby,allI

wantismymoneythatyouusedto

payforthatring.Youknowwhy?

BecauseIdontinvestinshit!"
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Thereisnothingmoresatisfyingthan

seeingyourenemyrealisethatshe

haswhatshehasbecauseofyou,I

didntdoanythingwillinglybutIwill

acceptthecrown.OhyesNtombiis



wearingaringthatmymoneypaid

for,ifitwasntformymoneyshe

wouldprobablynotbeengagedby

now,shedoesntlooklikeagirlwho

wouldsayyestoaproposalwithouta

ring.Thelookshehadonherface...

priceless,shewaslookingatme

tryingtofindoutwhatshealready

understood.

"Gabby,whatisshetalkingabout?"

sheaskedherman.Thoughthe

wouldnthidethatpieceof

informationfromher,Iheardcouples

whoareabouttocommittoeach

otherhavetofullybehonestwith



eachbuthereIamalreadyseeing

disaster.IthinkIamgoingtowalk

outofherewithsomethingthatGabs

willforevermiss,Imightnotknow

whatthatisbutIwillsoonfindout.

"Ntombi,please!"Gabssaidsnapping

athisfianceforthefirsttimesinceI

gothere.

"Donttalktomelikethatinfrontof

herGabby,Ididntagreetomarryyou

soIcouldputupwiththis!"Ntombi

saidfightingback.



"ItsnotlikeIhadachoice..."Gabriel

saidbutstoppedhimselfashe

lookedatme,Ntombididntback

downthough.Shestartedscreaming

atGabsthreateningtoleavehim,I

decidedtowalkoutthere.Ihadabit

ofhopeforGabsandme,itsnothard

toseethattheyarebothnothappy.

I'llgivethem3monthstops.

IdrovehomeandwhenIgotthereI

wastiredanditwaslate.Iwent

straighttothebathroom,Itooka

warmbathandthenwentdownstairs

forsomethingtoeat.Ididntreally

feelhungryjustwantedtoeat



becauseofmybaby.Iplacedahand

onmystomach,Imadeapromiseto

loveandprotectthischildnomatter

what.Iwanttoprovetomymom,she

isnolongerwithmebutIwantto

showherthatshedidnthavetobreak

upafamilytoraiseme,shecould

havedoneitalone.

Ifeelbadthough,Ihaveregrets,I

shouldhaveneverforcedthingswith

Gabs.ThethingsIdidforhislove

werestupid,beyondthingsI'deverdo

andforthatIwonteverbother

Gabrielagain.Itookmyphoneand

wrotehimanSMS.



'Idonthateyouforwhatyoudid,

infactIunderstandandwishyouthe

bestofluck.Iloveyoubutifits

NtombiyouwantafuturewithIwont

standinyourway.Itsuptoyouto

decideifyouwantordontwanttobe

apartofourbaby'slife.'

Isendthemessagetohimandput

myphoneonsilent,Iwasscaredof

hisresponceeventhoughdeepdown

Iwashopinghe'dgivemehopefor

thefuture.Iputthephoneontopof

thekitchencounterandsearchedfor

somethingthatIcouldeat.Sarahad

cookedpapandstewbeef,Iwarmed



themupanditsmelledsogoodbutI

wascravingsomethingsourtogo

withthemeal.Ithoughtofvinegar,

nahitwouldspoilmysupper.Atthe

endIendedupspreading

Mayonnaiseallovermyfood,almost

halfofthebottle.Ittastedsogood

andforthefirsttimesincemy

pregnancyIatelikeIneverdidbefore.

SarawalkedinwhileIwaseating,

"MyLordchildwhatareyoueating?"

sheaskedlookingatmymessyplate.

Ididntevenanswerhersheadded,

"Thatcouldonlymeanonething,

pregnancycravings."



IsmiledatherasInodmyheadyes,I

couldnthideanythingfromher.She

knewbeforeIevenknewthatIwas

pregnant,sowhyhidesomethingthat

isjustgoingshowinacoupleof

months?

"Yoh,Kgosiisgoingtobevery

happy!"sheexcitedlysaidgivingme

ahugandthereIdidntsayanything.I

wasscaredtocommentoreventhink

aboutKgosi,heisanotherfactorthat

Ineedtoface.MaybeIshouldstart

planningonwhattodobeforehe



comesback,ImsodumbIneverplan

ahead,evenNtombibeatmeatmy

everbestmasterplan!

Sarasaidhergoodnightandwentto

sleepbutthatsbeforeshewashed

thedishesandmadesurethatIwas

comfortablywarmlyplacedonthe

couchasIinsistedonwatchingtv.I

tookmyphoneandcheckedfor

messagesfromGabs.Therewas

nothingfromhim.

Ohshit!Ifhecantgetmycallshow

thehellwouldhegetmymessages?



DamnGabs,Inevergotthechanceto

askhimthat,Idecidedtoemailhim

themessageonmylaptop.Wishhe

getsit!

Isleptnicelyforthewholenighton

thecouch.Iwokeupjustaroundthe

sametimeSaracamein,shemade

mefishandmayonaiseforbreakfast.

IloveSarabutthechemicalsshe

usedtocleandidntgowellwithmy

morningsickness,Ithrewupand

spendtheentiredayoutsidebythe

pool.By13:00intheafternoonshe

wasdone,sheaskedtogototownto

runsomeerrandandbuymesome



moremayonnaise,lol!

AftersheleftIwentbackinsidethe

housetowatchsomemoretv.After

10minutesofthattherewasaknock

atthedoor,Iwenttoopenanditwas,

"Paledi?"

"Lebo,whydidyougiveusthe

money?"sheangrilyaskedme.

"Isntthatwhatyouwanted?"



DUH!!!

"Butwheredidyougetthemoney

frombecauseyourinsurancedidnt

payout,wereceiveyourmails."

Doesitmatter?
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SometimesIwonderwhyPalediand

hermomarenotinstraightjackets

andlockedupinsomepsychiatric

hospitalfarawayfromme,this2love



moneysomuchthatitsmakingthem

lookandactcrazy.Theyterroriseme

likeIoughttobepunished,punished

fornogoodreason.Tothemit

doesntmatterwhetherIhadthe

insurancemoneyornot,theyjust

wantedmoney,theydidntcareifI

stoleitorworkedhardforit.Idont

evengetwhysheisstandinginfront

ofmewantingtoknowthingsthat

doesntconcernher.Shegotwhather

andhermomwantedmos.

"Paledi,whydoesitmatter?Yougot

whatyouwantedfromme!"Isaid

withfrustrationinmyvoice,Ihave



donesomuchforthemanditsnever

enough.Iamtired,pregnantand

needtorest,doctorsorders.

"Iamnotheretofightwithyou,why

didntyoujusttellusyoudidntgetthe

money?ThatsallIwanttoknow."she

saidsoundinglikeshenowfeels

guiltyandwanttosolvethings.

"PalediIhavehadenough,please

tsamaya."Isaidtoher.Iwontlie

whenIsawherwalkinthefirstthing

thatcameintomymindwasher

health,Iwasconcernedthatmaybe



somethinghadhappenedregarding

hertreatment.

"IwanttounderstandKelebogile."

"Understandwhat?"

"YouandallthethingsIwastold

aboutyou,mamasaidyouare

heartlessjustlikeyourmomandyou

dontdeserveallthethingsyouhave."

"Itseemslikeyoudontbelieveyour

mom."



"IdobutI'mconfused,Idontseeall

thosethingstheyaretalkingabout,

infactIadmireyouandIwanttobe

likeyou.Tomeyouarenothingbut

cool."shesaidsoundingsincere,I

couldnthelpbutsmile.Whatshesaid

wassotouchingandIhaventhad

anyoneinmycornerlately.

Ilethersitdownonthecouch,forthe

firsttimeinaverylongtimesIfelt

likeIcouldtrustsomeone.Palediis

youngerthanmebutshemademe

feellikeIbelong,likewewereblood



sisters.Shehasthisbubbly

personalitythatIrealisedasIsat

withher,shewashurtbytherape

thingbutsheisaverystrongyoung

womananddoesntletthatgether

spiritdown.Ididntevenwantherto

leave,weconnectedandwenever

mentionedhermom,shedidnteven

mentionthemoneyanymore.One

thingwehadincommonwas

Itumelengsowespokealotabout

him,Igottoknowalotabouthim

throughherandthemoreshespoke

abouthimthemoreImissedhim

evenmore,Imessedupmy

relationshipwithhimsobadInever



gaveusthechancetobesiblings.

MaybeitstimeIpickedupthephone

andtoldhimthat...

IdecidedtotakePaledioutforlunch,

Idonthaveanythingagainsther.She

mighthavedoneandsaidbadthings

tomebutthatsbecausethepoorgirl

wasfedcrapaboutmeandmaybe

havingoneoftheminmycorner

couldbeagoodthingorabadthing

butfornowthegirlneedssome

cheeringup,shehasbeenthrougha

lot.

Wewenttoeatoutatsome



chisanyamaplacethatsheknowsin

Soshanguve,theysellalcoholbutwe

bothdidntdrinkeventhoughPaledi

actedlikeshewas.Shewasdancing,

alotandohmysheisquietamover.

ItwaslikeIwastheonethatneeded

cheeringup,shespoketoomuchand

mademelaughsohard.Wehave

wastedsomuchtimefightingrather

thanbeingafamilyandthatmakes

merealisethethingsthatwe've

missedabouteachother.Paledi's

momshouldhavebeenamotherto

usallandhelpedusbondbutinstead

shedroveawedgebetweenusand

turnedeveryoneagainstmejust



becauseofmymom.

Aftereatingwedrovebacktothe

house,sheturnedtheradioonand

wesangtoeverysongplaying.Ifwe

didntknowthesongshewould

changethestationsuntilwegettoa

familiarsong.Ievenforgotthatthis

isntmycar,itsKgosi'scarandhe

neverplaystheradioorevenmusic.

WegottothehouseandIwantedto

liedownabit,Iatetoomuchandthe

excitementhadreallygotmybodyin

atwist.Webothwenttoliedownin



theguestroom,Ididntsleepmuch

though,Ithinkforjust30minutes.I

satuponthebedandcheckedmy

emails,IhadonefromGabs.Iwasa

bitexcitedthathereplied,Iopenedit,

'Hey,Igotyouremaillate.Aboutthe

pregnancy,Idontknowwhattothink

ofit,Iseriouslyhavemixedemotions

andIamsureyoudotoosoIthink

thebestthingthatsuitsusbothisif

youabort.'

Heartlesssonofa...!!!

Iheldthelaptopinmyhandsshaking,



unabletobelievewhatIjustread.So

itstrue,he'dratherhaveababywith

Ntombiotherthanme.AsfarasIam

concernedwewereinarelationship

andnowIamsecondbest,hedoesnt

evencareaboutmyunbornbaby.I

amallalone,I'velostthemanIlove

andIamabouttolooseKgositoo

becauseofastupidmistakebutI

blameallthatonmefornotbeing

abletomakeupmymind.WhydidI

dothistoKgosi,tomyself,mybaby?

Idontevencareaboutthemoney,he

cankeepit.



Irepliedtohisemail,

'Dontworryitsnotyours,I

miscalculated!'

WhatelsecanIsay?
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HereIamfixingmyrelationshipwith

Palediwhilemylovelifeiscrashing

down,IdonthavetocountKgosias

myboyfriendanymore.Hetoldmeto

thinkaboutourrelationshipbutIdid



theopposite,Iwentandgotknocked

upbyamanIthoughtwasagreat

fatherandwouldntdesertmebut...I

dontcareifIloseGabrielforgood

though,wellIhavelosthimalready

sowhyshouldIcarryonpleasinghim.

Abortionhasneverbeentheanswer

toanypregnancyunlessifits

threateningyourhealth,Idontmind

beingasinglemotherifitgetstothat.

IamsayingthatbecauseIhaveabit

ofhopethatGabrielwouldchange

hismindandgetbacktome.

Herepliedtomyemail,againIwas

soexcitedasIopenedit...



'Thanks,youdontknowhowrelievedI

am.'

Ialmostsmashedthelaptoptothe

wall,whyisGabrielhurtingmelike

this?ItslikeInevermeantanything

tohimandthefactthatIam

pregnantseentomeannothingeither.

IamsureNtombiislaughingher

lungsoutasshepatsherselfonthe

backforwinning,allalongIhad

thoughtIwastheonlyonescheming

kganteNtombihasbeenintheracea

longtimeago.Thatbitch!Still,none



ofthisexcusesGabriel'sbehaviour

though,Ifeellikehewouldcalljustto

say"heyIwaskidding,Iwantyouand

ourbaby"butheisnotdoinganyof

that.Hedoesntlovemeandhe'snot

evenhidingit!

Ifoundmyselfcryingwhichisnot

goodformystress,

"Lebo,areyouokay?Whyareyou

crying?"Palediaskedme.Fora

momentIdidntknowwhereIwas,I

didntevenknowPalediwaswithme.

Icouldntevenanswerher,shepulled

meandgavemeahug.Ijust



continuedcrying,Icantreallyshare

suchdetailswithPaledi,sheisnot

justyoungbutpartofmyenemy

circle.Wemighthavemadeupand

becamebestfriendsovernightbut

thatdoesntmeanIcancompletely

trusther.

"Iwillbefine,Imjustthinkingabout

mymom."Isaidwippingtearsoffmy

face.Idomissher,really,especially

intimeslikethis.Iwonderwhatshe

wouldsayabouthowmylifeturned

out...



"Itmustbehardwithoutherneh,

especiallyafterthethingswehave

putyouthrough."

"IdomissherbutIthinkIhaveyou

now."Isaidnotwantingtodwellon

thepast,wearetryingtomove

forwardnotgobackward.Shesmiled

atmebutbehindthatsmile

somethingwasbotheringher,Iknow

shewantedtoknowmore,Ijustcant.

Ichangedthesubjectbyinvitingher

tomybedroom,intomywardrope.I

hadafewthingsIwantedtogive



awaybeforeImovedinwithKgosi

andIneverdid.Palediwasamazedat

howfullmyclosetwas.Ihadclothes

andshoesthatIhaveneverworn

before,brandnew,someIdonteven

rememberbuying.Iletherpick

anythingshewanted,wellnotallmy

clothesfitheranyway,sheisabit

skinnierandshorterthanmebutmy

shoesdidfither.

YouknowPalediremindsmeso

muchofDineo,iftheymeetthey

wouldclicklikethat,bothcrazyand

fulloflife.Iadmireherenergy.While

weweretryingtobemodelsand

actingallcrazyPaledi'sphonerang,



sheanswereditasItookmore

clothesouttheclosetandthrew

themonthebed.

"Lebo."Paledisoftlycalledoutmy

nameafterherbriefphonecall.I

lookedatherworriedlookingface,

"Itsmymom,shesayspapahada

heartattack,yourdad."

Myheartstopped,foramomentIfelt

likemywholeworldandeverything

wentsilent.Iwantedhertorepeat

whatshejustsaidbutIcouldnttalk.



"Lebo,areyouokay?"Palediasked

mepanicking.

"Weneedtogettothehospital."I

finallymanagedtosay.Iwanttobe

bymydad'sside.

"Areyousureyou'llbeabletodrive?"

"Ja,Ihavetoseemydad,I'lldrinka

glassofwaterjusttocalmdown."I

spokeasIhurrieddownstairswith

Paledifollowingbehind,Igrabbeda

bottleofwaterandwentstraightto

thecar.BeforestartingthecarI



drankthewaterandtriedtocalm

myselfwhichwasnteasy.Idrovestill

shakingbutatleastImanagedtoget

ustheresafe.

Wemetmystepmomoutsidethe

hospitalwithherotherdaughters,she

toldherdaughterstohurryinsideas

shewantedtospeaktome.Ididnt

wanttobeoutsidebutinsidebymy

dad'sside.

"Kelebogile,Idontthinkyoushould

behere.Yourfatherdoesntwantto

seeyou."shesaid.



"Why?Thatcantbetrue."

"Youwanttoprovethat?Go,goin

andfinishhimoff!Myhusbandisin

therebecauseofyouandyouthink

he'dwanttoseeyou.Gointherenow

andseewhatwillhappen."shesaid

pointingatthehospitaldoor.

DidIreallydothistomyfather?

Iturnedaroundandrantomycar

crying,Ididntevenwaitforthetears



tostopIjustdrovebacktothehouse

stillcrying.

WhenIgotthereIparkedthecarand

againraninsidethehouse,Iopened

thedoor,

Surprise!

"Kgosi?"

"Andthen?"heaskedprobablyseeing

mymessedupface.



"Youareback?"

"Ja,justintimebeforeyoufinished

packing.Iseeyou'vedecided."

Theclothesonthebed...???
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"Iamnotmovingout,I..."Ispoke

tryingtoanswerhisquestionbut

stoppedmyself.Ihaventrealisedthe

extendofthethingsIhavebeen

doing,nowthatKgosiisbackand



standinginfrontofmeIthinkIregret

everything,Idontknowhowtofixthe

messImade.NowthatheisbackI

feellikeIshouldnthaveengagedin

anythingwithGabriel.Iamreallyjust

confusingmyselfevenmore.

"Areyouokay?Youlookabittired."

heaskedmewithhishugeeyes

straightintomine.Ihatethat,Icould

neverstareathimlongerbecauseof

thoseeyes,theyarejustsocoldand

deep.

"So,youareback?Thoughtyouhad2



moreweeks."Isaidaftertryingto

dodgehiseyes.Hedidntrespond

insteadhewenttothetapand

pouredaglassofwater.

"Sitdown."heordered.

"Idontwanttositdown."Iprotested.

Heraisedoneeyebrowatme,atrickI

willnevermasterandthatjusttold

methatthisisserious.Without

hesitationIsatdown,hepushedthe

glassofwateratmeandwent,



"Drink."

Ididntwantwaterandsayingthat

wouldjustbepointlessasKgosiis

the"DoasIsay"guy.Idrankthe

glassofwaterandwellitseemedlike

Ineededit,itwentdownsowell.His

eyeswerefixedonmelikehewanted

tomakesureIdontspillevenasingle

drop.ThewholetimeIhadtomake

sureIdontmakethekwiidiisoundI

alwaysembarrassmyselfwith.Iput

theglassonthekitchencounterand

pusheditbackathim.



"Thankyou,itlookslikeIneeded

that."

"Takeittothesink."heharshlysaid.

Igotupandwalkedtothesink,he

alsogotupandfollowedme.Iputthe

glassinthesinkandstoodtherestill,

Icouldfeelhimbehindme,hisbreath

throughmyweaveblowingtomy

neck.Hesoftlybrushedittotheside

andlethiswarmlipsmoveslowlyon

myskinsendingmywholebodyina

tinklishmodethatfeltlikeIam



vibratingorshivering,Idontknow

,Kgosiwasjustdoingthistome.

"Kgosi...Nnno."Isaidpushinghard

onthelastword.

Hestoppedbutturnedmetoface

him,hiseyeswereabitsofternow.

Helookedatmewitheyesbeggingto

kissme,Iwantthoselips,Iwantthat

hotsessionwithhimwhereheisin

control,Iwanthim...

"Haveyoumadeyourdecission?"he

askedmewithhishandsmassaging



myshoulders.

"Canwenotdothisnow?"Isaid

shakinghimoffme.Thiswasgetting

toomuch,himbeingallovermewont

helpthesituation,weneedtotalknot

havesex.Thelookhegavemehad

millionsofquestionsthatscaredme.

"Kgosi,Iamnotokay.Iamstressed

and...and...because...Iam...Kgosimy

dadisatthehospital,hehadaheart

attackandhedoesntwanttosee

me."Isaidandbrokedownintears.I

criedsohardstaringatKgosi,he

didntmove,hejuststoodthere

watchingme.



"Whyareyoujuststandingthere?You

arejustgoingtowatchmecrylike

this?"Iaskedhimshoutingathim.He

slowlycametomeandhelpedmeup,

hegavemeahug,averytightone.

Hisarmsaroundmefeltreassuring

likeIbelonginthemandshouldjust

staythereandneverseeoreven

thinkaboutGabrieleveragain,but

thisiswrong,Ihavetotellhimthe

truthespeciallyaftereverythinghe

hasdoneforme.Heisaveryspecial

manandinreturnIhavetoshowhim

therespecthedeservestit.

"Kgosiplease,stopdoingthis.Idont



wantyoutobenicetome,Idont

deserveit."Isaidgettingmyselfout

ofhiswarmstrongarms.Itwashard

butithadtobedone,weneedtotalk

andfindawayforward.Thetruthhas

tocomeouteventhoughIknowSara

hasbeatmetoit,Iknowsheisthe

reasonKgosicamebacksosoon.

"Thatsit,Iamnotgoingtoputup

withyourbadbehaviouranymore.If

you'vemadeadecissionjustsayso."

Kgosisaidangrily,he'salwaysbeen

harshtomeandIwaskindausedto

thateventhoughhedoesntreally

showanger.



"Stoppushingme!"Isaidtohim,I

dontknowwhattosayordoanymore,

Iamscared.Hedidntsayanything,

hejuststaredatmewiththose

pressingeyes."Ihavebeenseeing

someone."Ifinallysaid,againhejust

lookedatme.Iamunabletoread

Kgosi,Itriedhardbuthejuststood

there.IwishIcouldtakewhatIjust

saidbackandrunbackinhisarms.

"Areyoudone?"heaskedmeafter

whatseemedlikeforever.Ididnt

knowwhattosay,atfirstIshookmy



headandthentriedtotalkbutjust

gottonguetight,Ijustfroze.

Kgosiwenttothetapandopenedit,

hepouredanotherglassofwater.I

thoughtitwasformeagain,Ieven

wentforwardtoacceptitbuthe

drankwhilewatchingmewithhis

eyeswideopen.Afterthatheputthe

glassinthesinkthenwalkedupstairs.

"Kgosi,wait!"Isaidbehindhim.He

stoppedbutdidntturntolookatme.

IwantedtosaysomethingbutIwas



hitbyaterriblepainfromtheback

comingtomyabdomen.

"OhmyGod,KgosipleasehelpmeI

dontwanttolooseourbaby."I

screamedinpain.

Iamashamedtoadmitthatitwas

NeverGabriel'sbaby...
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Islowlyopenedmyeyestryingto

figurewhyIwaslyingonmyback



andtakeagoodlookatmy

surrounding,thatdidn'ttakelong,in

factIdidnthavetoaskwhereIwas,

thewayIwaspositionedonthebedI

justhadtoknowIwasinhospitaljust

dontknowhowIgothere.Ihada

faintmemorythough,Irememberthe

painIfeltandhowscaredIwaswhen

IwaswithKgosiatthehouse.The

thingisIdon'tremembermuch,I

triedtogetupfromthebedbutmy

bodywasinpainandasItriedto

moveonthebedIrememberedIwas

pregnant.Istartedtouchingmy

stomachsearchingformybabyand

thatdidntgivememybabyorthe



answersIwaslookingforsoIstarted

screamingandkickingthehospital

sheetsoffme.

"Shh...shh...shh..."Kgosisoftlysaid

tryingtoholdmetothebed.Idont

evenknowwherehecamefrombut

wasgladhewasthere.

"Kgosi,ngwana.Ourbaby!"Isaidwith

tearsblurringmyvisionasIalsoheld

ontightertohim.

"Iknowmydarling,keepstillIwillcall

someoneforyou."



"NoKgosi,Iwantyouhere."Isaid

pullinghimclosertomeasItookhis

handandplaceditonmytummy.For

thefirsttimeasIlookedintoKgosi's

eyesIcouldreadthembuttherewas

alotinthem,fear,pitty,confussion

andawholelotofnegativeemotions.

Igotmorescared,"KgosididIloose

ourbaby?"Iaskedhimandhedidnt

answerme,allhedidwasburyhis

faceonmychestandIthinkhe

sobbed.

MaybeIambeingpunishedforwhatI



havedone,Ihaventbeenagoodgirl

butitcan'tbewithmybaby.Loosing

mymomshouldhavebeenenough!If

Icouldn'tdealwiththathowwillI

copenow,Ihavedreamsformybaby

hle.

Andtoanswerthequestionon

everyone'smindtheanswerisyesits

trueItriedtoconvincemyselfand

trickGabrielintobelievingthat

Kgosi'sbabyishis,Iamaterrible

persongoaheadandjudgeme,I

deserveit.IhaveseenGabrielathis

bestasafather,Idonthavethatwith

mydadandsoIcouldntdenymy



babythat.Kgosiknewnothingabout

thepregnancybutIthinkhe

suspectedit,wehadsexwhithout

protectionatthehotel,IdidntthinkI

wouldgetpregnantsinceIwasnt

ovulating.Iknowthatdoesntmean

anythingbutitwasntpartoftheplan,

Iwanttobeinahealthyrelationship

withamanthatlovesmeandisnot

afraidtosharehisfeelingunlike

Kgosi.

LoosingthebabywasntsomethingI

wanted,Gabrielmighthaverejected

meandIwasntplanningon

blammingitonKgosi,itshisbabybut



IthinkIhavehadenoughofour

relationshipandwantedtostartover

somewhereelse.Kgosidoesntstrike

meastheguywhowouldplay

"daddy"or"husband",notwiththe

kinkystuffheisin!

ThisistheworstthingIeverhadto

gothroughaftermymom.Ihad

imaginedhowlifewouldbewithmy

baby,Iwantedababygirlwhowould

takeafterme.Ihadlookedatbaby

clothesandmatchingoutfitsforus.I

alwaysstaredatallthemom's

walkinginthestreetswiththeir

toddlers,Iwouldsmileatthemand



promisedmyselftobondasmuchas

Iwouldwithmybaby.Ihaddreams

andaplannedfutureforus,nowall

thatisgone.

"Kgosi,"Icalledouttohim.Iraised

hisheadupfrommychest,hewasnt

cryinglikeIthoughthewas."Canyou

pleasetellmeifIhavelostthebaby

ornot."

"Darling,youshouldrest."Kgosisaid

tome.Hedoesntknowhowangryhe

makesmewhenhecallsme"darling"

IwishIcouldslaphimrightnow.I



wantanswersnotthat.Andtrusthim

totellmetorest...

"Iwanttohearyousayit."Iscreamed

athim.IknowthatIhavelostmy

babybutIwanttohearitfromhim.

"Why?"

"Becauseitsallyourfault,ifyou've

neverleftmethingswouldnthave

turnedoutlikethis!"

"Icameback."



"Butyougavemeenoughtimeto

havesexwithanothermanand..."I

coveredmymouthwithmyhand

realisingwhatIhavejustsaid.Iam

angryandhurting,didntmeanto...

Kgosijuststaredatmewithhisusual

coldunreadableeyes,hedidnteven

move.Icriedhopinghe'dsay

something.Screamatme,insultme

ortellmehowmuchhehatesme,

anything.Areactionmaybe?ButI

thinkIwantedtohearhimtellme

howhorribleIamsothatIcanfeel



worsethanIdonow,Ihavenooneto

blameforallthisbutmyself.Itfeels

goodtoshifttheblamethougheven

ifthistimeallfingersarepointingat

me.

IdontknowifKgosiismadatmeor

hefeelssorryforme,Ijustdontknow

anddoIwanttoknowabouthis

feelings?OfcourseIdo,Iamnotthe

onlyonewhohaslostababy,we

bothdid.Imighthavecarriedthe

fetusthatwastransformingintoa

humanbeinginsideofme,looked

forwardtobeingamomand

experiencedmorningsicknessbut



Kgosialsolivedthatmomentof

beingafathertheminuteItoldhimI

waspregnant.Imightnotremember

whathappenedafterthatbutsinceI

amonahospitalbedIbethetriedto

makesurethatourbabylived.Ihad

dissapointedhimandnowIam

breakinghisheartbyadmittingthatI

sleptwithanothermanwhile

pregnantwithhischild.

Islowlyreachedforhishandand

placeditonmystomach,Ididso

lookingathimwithsharpeyes,his

calledstaredirectedbackatme.He

gentlyclosedhishandonmy



stomachgrabbingahandfullofthe

sheetthathadcoveredmybody.

"Whatdoyouwant?"hegentlyasked

me.

"Iamsosorry."Isaid.

Heshookhisheadasheasked,

"Doyoustillwantme?Doyouwantto

getmarried?"

ItookagoodlookathimbeforeI



went,

"No,"

Pause...

"Idontwantanyofthat."
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Iamnotconfusedoranythinglike

that,IknowwhatIwant.Iammight

notbesurehowtogetaboutitbut

beingpregnanthasputafewthings



intoperspectiveforme.My

pregnancydidntlastlongbutIcould

tellwherethingsweregoing...Iam

stillyounganddontthinkIwanttobe

tieddowninarelationshipthatisnt

goodforme.IfIgetmarriednowI

wanttobehappyeveryday,liveupto

myagewiththemanIlove.Iwant

supportandknowthatIwillgivewhat

IwillgetandwithKgosiIdontthinkI

amgaranteedthat.

Ilookedathim,heseemedatbit

disappointedbutactednormalas

soonasherealisedIwaswatching.I

havejustlostababy,Ialsolost



GabrielandloosingKgosididntseem

toaffectme.ItslikeIhaveturned

numbtothatfeeling,yes,ithurtsto

loosemybabyanditfeelslikethe

endoftheworld.Iwanttogrieve,in

myownway!

"Ineedtomakearoundattheoffice,

I'llbebackandcallmeifyouget

discharged,okay?"hesaidthengave

myhandasoftkissbeforehegotup

andheadedforthedoor.

"Kgosi!"Icalledouttohim.Heturned

backtomeandsoftlywent,



"Darling."

"CanIwalkyouout?"

"Willyoumanagethat?"

"Ithinkso."

Hecamebackandhelpedmeoutof

bed,hegavememynewslippersthat

Ithinkhehadboughtalongwithmy

pj's,gownandprobablytheflowers

onmybedside.He'ssuchanangel



justhe'smissingthatlittle

something...Iwalkedhimto

receptionwithoutsayingawordto

eachother,wejustheldhands

walkingslowlysidebyside.Wegotto

reception,hegavemeahuganda

kissontheforehead.Iwatchedhim

walkawayuntilhewasoutofside,I

decidedtositforawhileatreception

andwatchpeoplegoinandoutother

thanthewallsinmyroomthat

remindsmeofhowblankmylifeis

goingtobewithoutmybaby.AsI

thoughtofthatateardroppedoutof

oneeye.



"Lebo?"Afamaliarvoicesaid,I

lookedupasIwippedthetearoffmy

face.

"Gabriel?"

"Whatareyoudoinghere?Areyou

okay?Isthebabyokay?"heaskedme

whilehewantedtotouchme.

"Ntlogele,donttouchme!Getaway

fromme!"Iscreamedathim.

Whothehelldoeshethinkheisto



actlikehecaresaboutmeespecially

aftereverything?Iwastoldtolower

mystressduringmypregnancyand

hemadethingsworseforme,seeing

himjustremindsmeofwhatIhave

lost.IdidntcareifIwaspullingup

unnecessaryattentiontous,he

doesntdeservemykindessor

anythingbetterfromme,Icouldnt

helpbutventmyangerathimwith

morescreams.Hehashiswholelife

withNtombiandtheirothernewbaby

aheadofthemandthat'ssomething

tolookforwardto.Iamshattered...!!!

"Whatthehellisgoingonhere?"a



voicesaidsilencingmyscreams.I

turnedaroundtolookandtherewas

Itumeleng.GoshIhadmissedhimso

muchandthiswholethingjustsend

mestraightintoItumeleng'sarms,he

openedthemformeandletmecry

asheheldme."Lebo,whatareyou

doinghere?Whathappenedtoyou?"

heaskedholdingmebackfromhim

tryingtolookforsignsonmybodyon

whyIamhere,itslikehewantedto

seeabandageoradrip.Whathe

didntknowwasthatthewoundsrun

deeperthanhethoughtandheisthe

onlypersonIwanttobecomforted

byrightnow.



BythetimeIwasabouttoanswer

himanursecamerushingatthe

receptionlookingforme,apparently

theythoughtIhaddischargedmyself

out.Likereally?WherewouldIgo?I

havenothingandnowheretogoout

ofthishospital,Imeanwhereorwho

IamgoingturntoifIleave.Igot

wheeledbacktomyroom,Ibegged

thenursetotellItumelengwhat

happened,sherefusedbutrefered

himtomydoctor.Idontknowwhat

happenedtoGabrielandIdontcare,

thelessIseeofhimthebetter,Idont

hatehimIjustfeelstupid.Ilosthim



evenafterallthethingsIhavedone

forhim,Iwouldhavedonemore,

even.

Itumelengcamebackandthefirst

thinghesaidwas,

"Iamsorry,Ijustspoketoyour

doctor."

"I'lllive."Isaidwithacrackingvoice.

"Ijustdontknowwhatelsetosay."



"Itsfine,dontworry.So,whatbrings

youhere?"

"Dad,he'sadmittedhereandhe's

beenaskingalotaboutyou."

"Please,takemetohim."Isaid

jumpingoutofbed.Itumelengheld

metryingtostopmefromleaving.

"Wait,Leboyouarenogoodtohim

likethis.He'sfine,you'llseehim

tomorrowwhenyouarecalmer."he

said.He'sright,Ihaveoverdoneit

alreadyandfornowIshouldjustrest.



BesidesIdontwantmydadtosee

melikethis,itwouldfinishhimoff.

ItumelengsatwithmeuntilIfell

asleepandwhenhelefthewokeme

uptosaygoodbye,Idontremember

whatIsaidtohimsinceIwashalf

asleep.

Iwokeuplaterandjuststaredatthe

whiteceiling,Ihadnothingbetterto

domos.Afewminuteslaterthedoor

openedand...

"Hey,Itumelengsaidyoucoulddo

withafriend."



SaidapregnantNthabistandingat

thedoorwithasmile...
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SoallItumelenghadtodowas

mentionhowdistressedIamand

thatmeantareconcilationbetween

myformerfriendsandme,Nthabi

couldnthelpbutjumpatthat

opportunityofbeingthat"friend"I

see.Iknowshecaresbutthisisnot

thetimeforhertojumptomyrescue,

ourfriendshipmeantalottomeuntil



sheandDineodecidedtomakeme

theirnumberoneenemy,shewasthe

onemanipulatingthewholething

anyway.

"AmIallowedtocomein?"sheasked

stillholdinghersmile.Shelooked

morebeautifulandbrighter,Ihaveto

admitIhadmissedher.

"Sure."Isaid.

Shesatdownonthesamechairthat

Kgosiwasonearlier.



"Itumelengtoldme,Iamsosorry."

"Thanks."

"Look,Iamalsosorryfortheway

thingsturnedout.Ididntmeanto

hurtyoulikethatandIdontwantthat

tostandinthewaynowbecauseI

wanttobehereforyou."shesaidnot

makingeyecontactwithme.

"Ja,IwasbadlyhurtbutIamgladyou

areherenow."



"So,doesthatmeanyouforgiveme?"

sheaskedmegivingmeacutepuppy

look.

"Justgivemeahug."Isaidwitha

hugegrinonmyface.Shejumpedat

mewithagiggle.

Ireallycoulddowithafriend,things

haventbeenthesamewithoutthemy

friends.Yes,Khumohasbeenthere

formebutitwasntthesameasI

dontknowherthatwell.Sheisvery

nicebutattimesshesaysthing



straightoutunlikeDineoandNthabi,

DineoisafoolandNthabiactslike

everybody'smom.Theyareall

differentandveryimportanttome,I

thinkIwouldhavedonethesameif

eitherNthabiorDineowerewhereI

am.Nthabistayedawhilewithme,

wetriedtotalkbutitwasabit

awkward,Idonthaveanything

againstheranymoreeventhoughI

dontthinkIcangetpasteverything

sheputmethrough.Wespokebut

thereweremoresilentmomentthan

that,nomatterhowhardwetriedwe

couldntgetbacktowhoweusedto

be.Maybeweneedadifferent



approach...

"WhereisDineo?"Iaskedhertrying

tobreaktheicebutknowingtoowell

thattalkingaboutDineowouldonly

takeusbacktothereasonwe

stoppedbeingfriends.

"She'sokay,she'srentinga

townhouseinPretoriaNorth.Thelast

timeIspoketoherwaswhenshe

toldsheisgoinghometogether

sister'skidssoshecouldcomestay

withthem."



"Soundslikeyouhaventspokento

herinawhile."

"Ohnowedotalk,justInevergotto

askheraboutthat.Shehas

recoveredfrom...theattack."shesaid

soundinglikethelastwordswere

hardtopronounce.Ihaveafeeling

sheandDineoarenotasgoodasshe

claimsouttobe,Ievenhadafeeling

shewasntcomfortablebeingaround

meeither.Ididntsayanythingtoher

though.

LateronsheleftandIwentbackto



sleep,Ihatebeinginhospital

becauseallyoudoislieinbedand

getfatplusIhadgainedafew

unwantedkilosduringthepregnancy,

Iamgoingtohavetogotogymas

soonasIgetoutofhere.

Idecidedtogoshower,itwasaquick

one,IwashopingtoseeItumeleng

again.Ifindcomfortinknowingthat

thingsbetweenusmightgetbackto

normal,Icarealotabouthim.

Iwentbacktomyemptywhiteroom,

cantwaittogetoutofhere!Ithrew



mygownonthebedandputlotionon

mybody.

"Needhelp?"Kgosiaskedbehindme

standingatthedoor,hescaredme

thatIjumpedupabit.

"Kgosi!"Ishoutedhisnameout.He

didntsayanything,hejustclosedthe

doorandslowlywalkedinwithhis

usualstaremakinghardcoreloveto

mybruisedbody.Icouldtellhe

wantedmeandthatarousedthose

feelingsthatIwanteddeadand

buried.ItsnotlikeIwantedKgosito



havesexwithme,justthosebig

eyes...

Iwatchedhim,hewaswalking

towardsme,myheartstarted

pumpinguncontrollablyfast.Icould

alreadyfeelhislipsonmine,his

handsonmybody.Hestoodright

infrontofme,IgotalittlelostasIfelt

hisshirtbrushagainstmybareskin.

Hebenddown...

Igoteager...

Thenhesatdown!



MoselawagagoKgosi!

Howcouldhedothistome,Ijustlost

ababyandhemakesmethinkofsex,

worstpartinahospitalroom.Istood

therelickingmylipslikeawounded

doglickingitswound.Igotcleanpj's

andgotintobed,Iangrilycovered

myselfwiththesheets.Hiseyeswere

stillonme,Ilookedaway.Hethen

placedhishandonmylegsandwent,

"IwenttoNamibiawithapromise,I

camebackandthingsarenow

different."



"Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskedhim

rememberingthethingshesaidto

me.

"Allalongyou'vebeenmakingnoises

inmyearsaboutlovingme."

"Itwastrue!"

"Andnow?"

"IdontknowKgosi,Iwanttohavea

manwholovesmeback."



"AndIdont?"

"Youtellme."

"Whatdifferencedoesitmakenow?

Wearedone."

"NotifyoutellmeKgosi."Isaidand

helookedhardatme.

"Iloveyou!"hesaid.



Ijuststaredathim.Didhejust...

"Isthatall?"heasked.

"No."Iaswered.

"Whatelse?"

"Iwanttoknowyou."

"IamKgosi."

"Iknowthat."



"Iam35."

"Goon."

Goodnight!!!

[8/27,4:23PM]Kelibo:Chapter

122>>>

TherewassomuchIdidntknow

aboutKgosi,forinstancehisage,I

hadalwaysthoughthewasolder

than35,maybe40.Well,herarely

smilesandhe'salwaysseriousso



whatwasItothink?Inhisownway

oftellingthingsIcouldtellhe

avoidedtalkingabouthiscareer,I

washappythoughwhenhespokeup

howhegrewup.Hehadadiffult

upbringingwithbothhisparentsnot

around,justlikemehelosthis

mother.Theonlydifferenceisthathe

wasyounger,atjust12,hehad

witnessedhismother'sdeath,he

didntgointodetailesaboutthat,I

didntpush.ApparentlyKgosijust

recentlygotaSouthAfrican

citizenship,hewasbornandgrewup

inBotswana.Thatexplainshisdeep

Tswanaaccentbuthismomwas



fromNamibia,gotmarriedtohis

Botswanadad.Hespokealotabout

hismomthatIonlylearntlaterthat

hisdadisstillalivejusthewasntpart

ofhislifeuntilrecently.Ilistened

withoutanyinterruptions,Ijust

lookedon,therewassomethingin

hiseyeseverytimehementionedhis

mom.Iunderstoodthat,Ialsomiss

mymother,shemeanttheworldto

me.

"Thereyouhaveitall."hesaidafter

hewasdone.Iwasntsatisfied,I

wantedmoreandIhadquestionstoo,

hesaidnothingabouthislovelifeor



siblingsbuthe'striedandIdonthave

topush.

"Fornow,Iam."Isaidwithasmile.

Likealwayshejustlookedatme.He

thenlookedawayandlookedlike

someonewhohadtheworldonhis

shoulders,foramomentIthoughthe

wasregretingopeninguptome.

"Kgosi?"Isaidgrabbinghishand.He

squeezedmyhandbeforetakingitto

hislipsandwarmlykissingit.

"Areyoucomingbacktothehouse?"



heasked.

"Areyoualsogoingtobethere?"I

askedhim.

"I'llaskSaratoprepareeverythingfor

you,Iwantyoutobecomfortable."he

said.ThatsKgosiforyou,myKgosi!

Heleftaround7pm,Iwantedhimto

staylongerbutshamehelookedtired

soIhadtolethimgo.Afterhehad

leftIgotmymedicationthen

preparedmyselfforbed.Islept

peacefullyanddreamtaboutavery



comfortablefuturewithKgosi,one

thatinvolveslotsandlotsofchildren.

FirstthinginthemorningIaskedifI

couldgohomeandIwastoldtowait

formydoctor.Iaskedwhattimehe

wascoming,noonegavemeadirect

answersoIjuststoppedasking.Iam

tiredofbeinghereandthinkingtoo

much.Ifeelfine,Imightexperience

stomachcramps,getagitatedand

emotionalattimesbuttheycantkeep

mehereforthat.

AftermymorningshowerItumeleng



camewithPaledi,Iwassohappyto

seethem.Theycamewitha

wheelchair,

"Imsureyoucantwaittoseedad."

Itumelengexcitedlysaid.Ijumpedoff

thebedtothewheelchair,Idontcare

howIlookIwanttoseemyfather.I

remembermystepmomsaiddad

doesntwanttoseeme,Iknowthat

thatwasalie,sheonlywantedto

keepmeawayfromhim.

Whenwegottohiswardhewas

drinkingteaandreadingthe



newspaper,thatshowIknowmydad

tostarthisday.Itumelengtookthe

teafromhimasIcouldntwaittogive

himahug.

"Mychild!"hecriedout.Icouldnthold

thetears,Ialmostlostmydadhle.

"Comebackngwanaka,comebackto

yourhouse,I'llcomestaywithyou."

headdedthosewordspiercing

throughmyheart,Icantbaretosee

myfatherbeg.Ishouldbetheoneon

mykneesbeggingforforgiveness,

he'sherebecauseofmybehaviour.



"Papa,I'lldoanythingyouwant."I

promisedhim,thingswontbeeasy

becauseofhiswifebutIwilldo

anythingformyfather.

"Whathappenedtoyou?Whyareyou

ingowns?"mydadasked,Ididnt

thinkofchangingwhencominghere,

Iwasjusttooexcited.

"Iamalsoapatienthere,papa...Ilost

ababy."Itoldhimstraightout,Ididnt

wanttolietohimandcoursehim

moreharm.ThisispainfulbutIneed

him.



"Tjo,tjo,tjo,youaresogrownup,you

areevenhavingmiscarriages?"saida

womanIdidntknow,shewascoming

throughthedoor.

"Rakgadi,please!"Itumelengsaid.I

havenevermetthiswomanbefore

butIthinkIhaveanideaofwhoshe

is.Ifmyguessisrightsheisoneof

mydad'ssisters,theonethathated

mymomsomuchthatshemade

sureshewasneveracceptedasa

daughterinlawyagaMehlape.



"Dumelasesi."shesaidtome

avoidingItumeleng."Imyouraunt,

RakgadiMapula.Youaresogrown

upandbeautiful,youtookaftermeby

theway."sheaddedwiththesmileon

afacefullofmakeup,shehadpurple

eyeshadowsmindyou,heavyone

still.

"Aingwanakakeborakgadi'ago

bonaba."mydadsaidlaughing.For

thesakeofmydadbutbearingin

mindwhatshedidtomymomI

huggedher.Shewastooloudbut

anywayshereekedofalcohol.



"Iheardyouareanurse,youmust

findajobforyourcousin

Tshegofatso.Hehasmatric!"she

saidassheheldmyhand,shewent

on,"Onemorethingngwana'abuti,

loosingababyisnotchild'splay,

afterallthisyouneedpropercareso

youaremovinginwithme!"

Aowabanna!
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Ihardlyknowpeoplefrommyfather's



sideofthefamily,theyneverloved

noracceptedmymom.Tothemmy

momwasawitchthatnoneofthem

evenattendedherfuneralandIthink

thatsoneofthereasonsmydad

remarriedhisexwifesoonafterthat,

hehadnochoicebutto.Myfather

hasahouseinLimpopobutIcan

countthefewtimesIhavebeentoit

becausemymomfearedgoingthere.

Nowthisverysamepeoplewantsme

tobefriendlywiththemandaccept

themasfamily?Idontknow,Idont

thinkIcan.ThatjustsoundslikeIam

betrayingmymom!



DadandItumelengwerebesides

themselvesastheylaughedwhileI

battledwiththeideaofmovingin

withmyaunt,theauntIjustmet!Its

doessoundsidealthoughbutthatsif

Iknewher,Imeanwejustmet.

"Thatsoundslikeagoodidea,itwill

giveyoutimetoknoweachother."

mydadsaidlaughingabit.Heisnot

serious,hecantbe!

"Dad,pleaseIjustagreedtogoback

tothehousewithyou."Isaidwitha

serioustoneinmyvoice,Idontwant



himencouragingher.Iknowit

soundsappealingtohimthatIknow

hisfamily,itdoestometoobutthis

peoplehatedmymomeveninher

grave,Icantpassthat!

"Thatsnotaproblem,Iwillbefine!"

"Butdad..."

"He'srightLebo,comeon.Giveita

weekmaybe?"Itumelengsaid.Idont

believethis,aretheyreallyserious?I

needtobondwithmydad,we've

beenaparteversincemymomandI



needthatfatherthatIoncehad.

IknowItumelengknowsallthefamily

membersandeverythingaboutthem

butthisistoomuchforme,Icantdo

it.Itumelenganddadtriedto

persuademeintomovinginwithher.

Itstartedlikeajokebutturnedout...I

dontknow.Wouldmymomapprove?

Besidesherdrinking,myauntdoesnt

seemlikeabadpersonthoughbutI

haveheardthingsabouther.Ineedto

think.Iexcusedmyselfand

Itumelemgwheeledmebacktomy

room,assoonaswewerethereI

pacedaround.



"Itumelengplease,IdontthinkIcan

dothis."Isaidstillpacing.

"Itotallyunderstand,Ihavemetyour

mom,acoupleoftimesandshe

seemedlikeaforgivingwoman.I've

neverhatedherandIthinkshewould

wantyoutogivethisatry."Itumeleng

said.HehadapointbutIwas

surprisedthathehasmetmymom.

"You'vemetmymom?"Iaskedhim.



"Iwasjustaboyandlikedfollowing

mydadeverywhereevenwhenhe

wentouttomeetthisprettylady."he

saidwithasmile.

Stupiddidntknowmymomwasa

homewreckerthat'sgoingtosteal

hisfatherawayfromhim!

"Okay,I'llthinkaboutit."Ipromised

him,hegavemeahugthenleft.

Alone,IcalledKgosi.Hewashome

andsoundedsleepy.Hetoldmehe

didntgotowork,hedidntsay



anythingwaswrongbutIcouldtellhe

wasntfine.Ididntrealisehowbadly

loosingthebabyaffectedhim,lately

hehasbeenwonderfultome,taking

careofmethatIforgottoaskhowhe

wasdoing.Howselfishofme!

IcouldntevenaskhimasIwas

talkingtohim,Idontknowhowto.

Wenevertalklongeronthephone

buttodaywedid,hewastellingme

howhewantstobethereforme.He

wasntreallysayingitstraightoutbut

IknowKgosiandIcouldpickout

exactlywhathewassaying.After

talkingtohimIputmyphoneon

chargerandtriedtosleep.Awhile



latertherewasaknockonmydoor,I

thoughtitwasItumelengormaybe

PaledisoIsaidcomeinandinstead

Gabrielcamein.Idontwanthimhere,

thatwasmyfirstthoughtbutshame

hehadablueeyeonhisrighteye.I

wasmadathimbutIcouldnthelpbut

ask,

"Whathappenedtoyou?"

"Yourbrotherpunchedme,hethinksI

didsomethingtoyou."hesaid

brushingthedarkskinaroundhiseye.



"Iamsorry!"

"Nah,Iprobablydeserveitespecially

aftereverything."

"OkayGabriel,whatdoyouwant

now?"Iaskedhim.Iknowhedidnt

comeheretoshowoffhisblueeye.

"ComeonIstillcareaboutyou."

"ReallyGabriel?"

"You'llbemadtodoubtthat."



Gosh,hehasthenerve!!!

"TellmesomethingGabriel,"Isaid

sittinguponthebed.Helookedat

mewithanticipation."Whendidyou

andNtombimakeyourspecialbaby?"

"Leboplease!"

"NkarabeGabriel!"

"Why?Doyouwanttohurtyourself

evenmore?"



"Wearedone,whywouldIgethurt?"

"Andwhathappenedisinthepast,

whyopenoldwounds?"

"Iwantclosuresoanswerme!"

"Fine!Isleptwithheronnewyear's

eveandawholelotothertimesatthe

house.Wewerenotinarelationship

itwasjustathingthatthat

happened!"hesaidandIsowishI

couldslaphimrightnow.



"Itumelengwasrighttohavegiven

youablueeyeyouareajerkass!"I

angrilysaidtohim.

"IwasajerkassIadmit,nowIknow

whatIdidwaswrongandIwantyou

toknowhowsorryIam!"

"Youaresorry?Sorryaftereverything?

Justleave!"

"Letstalk,wecanfixthis."



"Isaidgetout!"Iscreamedathim

throwingapillowathim...

And...

ThereoutofnowhereKgosistoodat

thedoor...
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Tjonna,GabrielandKgosiinone

room,thiscantbegood!Iamnot

hidinganythingofcoursebutIdont

thinkIcanhandlethembothatthe



sametime,especiallysinceIdont

knowwhateachoneofthemis

thinking.IfIhadtoguessIcouldsay

Gabriellookslikeheisonsome

missiontogetmebackandKgosi

knowshimselfastheoneandonlyin

mylife,stillthatdoesntmeanthats

all.IamscaredbutmaybeIamjust

beingparanoid,Kgosiknowsnothing

aboutGabrielandmeeventhough

Gabrielbeingheremightarouse

unwantedsuspicions,plusthelookI

haveonmyfacespellsfear,Icanfeel

it.Therushofbloodinmyveins

makesmyexpressionscream"kgeke

baehumanemamohla"I'mnot



sayingIamawhorethough.

"Mazibuko?"KgosisaidtoGabriel

comingthroughthedoor.Ifeltlike

someonepincheddeepinmyearsas

IrealisedthatKgosiknowsGabriel,

howdotheyknoweachother?I

wonder!Idontevenwanttoaskin

fearofraisinganysuspicions.Guilty

peoplecanbestupidyong,listento

metryingsohardtoconvincemyself,

likereally?

"Kgosi?"Gabrielsaidwithabitof

annoyanceinhisvoice.Iknowhe



doesntlikeKgosibutpleasehe

doesnthavetobethisobvious.This

couldruinmewhilehehasacushy

lifewaitingforhimathomewith

Ntombi.

Idontevenknowiftheywere

greetingeachotherorjustwanted

metoknowthattheykneweach

other.Ijustwantedthisdaytobe

overanddonewithsoIcanlookback

onitandnotbelievewhathad

happened.TomyluckGabrieldidnt

stay,hesaidsomethingabout

fetchingMbali.Iwasntreallylistening

asIexpectedamovefromKgosi,



talkingtohiminfrontofKgosiwas

awkwardandabituncomfortablebut

anywaythankGodGabsleft!

AfterheleftKgosigavemeakiss,a

fulltongueandallkiss,theonethat

claimedmetobehisforever.Ifhe

haddonethiswhileGabswashereI

wouldhavethoughthewasshowing

offbutnowIdontknow,wellwith

Kgosiyouneverknow!DeepdownI

knowhewantstoknowwhatsgoing

onbetweemGabrielandme,ifhe

doesntaskIwontbother.Afterthe

kissheaskedhowIwasdoing.

SeriouslyattimesIdowonderwhat



isgoingoninthatheadofKgosi,its

scarynottoknow.He'shardtoread

withastraightface,he'sgoodashe

isactuallyputtingupaporkerface.

"Kgosi,howareyoudoing?"Iasked

himtryingtogetovertheguilt,I

somehowfeltguiltyforwhatKgosi

walkedinonearlier.

"Fine!"heanswered.

"Imeanwiththewholebabything,

howdoyoufeelaboutloosingthe

baby?"Iaskedsearchinghisfacefor



answersashejustwentquiet.He

pulledachairandsat,hewasnt

lookingatmeandIcouldtellIwasnt

goingtogetanythingfromhim,he's

notahearttoheartconversationtype

ofaguyanywaybutstillIfeltas

thoughheisbotheredbythewhole

thing,ifonlyhe'djustopenuptome.

Weareinthistogether,emotionally

heunderstandsasmuchasIdo.

"Whenareyoucominghome?"he

askedmeremindingmeofthe

decisionthathasbeenweighing

heavilyinmymind.Stayingwithhim

soundsidealbutit'snottheright



thingtodoandmyfamilywon't

approve.Besides,thistimeIwantus

todothingsright.Wearestartingall

over,rajola!

"Aboutthat,mydadisalsoadmitted

here.KgosiIthinkheneedsmeandI

haveanotherissuetoo,myaunt

wantsmetomoveinwithher.Idont

knowwhattodo."

"Okay."hecoldysaid.Notsureifit'sa

questionoranapproval.

"Thatsdoesntmeanthenendofus,



right?"Iaskedhimandallhedidwas

agreebyafaceexpression,raising

bothhiseyebrowsatme."Andplease

dontpackawaymystufforleavethe

countryagain,doyouhearme?"I

added.Thistimehejustlookedatme,

"Kgosi?"Iscreamedouthisname.

"Hmmm!"

"Doyouhearme?"

Againhewentquiet,Iangrilyfolded

myarmsacrossmychest.Hestoop

upandplacedhisfingersonmyjaws,



holdingmetofacehim.Itriedtofight

himoffmebuthewasstrong.I

couldntevenfighthimashestrongly

andforcefullykissedmylips.God,

howIloveamanwhotakescharge.I

hatebeingtheonetoinitiatesexina

relationship,Iwantamanwhowants

meevenwhenhedoesntfeellike

havingsex,touchmealloverjustfor

theheckofit.Oh,Icantwaittohave

sexagain!IknowIshouldbegrieving

formybabyandnotfantasisingbut

somethinginsideofmetellsmeto

embracethefewweeksofbeing

pregnantandtakeeverythingasa

lesson.IcantellyounowthatIam



notreadytobeamomand

somebody'swife.IthurtsbutIwill

saythis,

Loosingmybabywasablessingin

disguise!

Iamnotbeinginsensitive,alotof

positivenesscameoutofthis.It

broughtItumelengandItogether,

mendingmyrelationshipwithmy

father,gaininganauntandtightening

myrelationshipwithKgosi.And

Gabriel?Well,Idontknowwhathe

wants.



JustafterKgosileftIgotdischarged

fromthehospital,IcalledItumeleng

andtoldhimthegoodnews.I

decidedI'llmoveinwithmyaunt,I

wanttoknowhowthingswillturnout

betweenus.IdontknowherandIam

notexpectingarosyrelationship,

therewillbethornsandmaybetoo

many,willseeifthey'llprickusor

shapeusbutIamhopingforthebest!

IgotmyprescriptionanddidallthatI

hadtodothenwaitedforItumeleng.I

receivedacallfromaveryangry



Khumowhowantedtoknowwhyshe

knewnothingaboutmebeingin

hospital,withallthat'sunfoldedIhad

forgottenabouther.Thatshould

makemeaterriblefriend,Khumohas

beenthereformewhenIhadnoone.

Iapologisedandtoldheraboutmy

hospitalvisit,shefeltbadandwanted

tobetheonetocomegetme.Itold

herIwaswaitingforItumelengto

comegetme,Idontevenknow

wheremyauntstaysbutItoldherI

wouldsendhertheaddressassoon

asIgetthere.

JustaftertalkingtoKhumoIreceived



anSMS,

'Ididntmeantohurtnordumpyou

Lebo,Iloveyou.Alotofthingsneeds

tobeconsidered,forincaseyour

boyfriendKgosiisthefounderofthe

companyIworkfor...'

Thatshowtheyknoweachother...???
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Therestofthemessagestillgoeson

ashetriestoexplain,Ionlystopped



atthepartwerehementionedhow

heknewKgosi.Idontknowwhatkind

ofbusinessKgosiisinto,Ijustknow

hehasmoney.Hehasbeen

splashingitmywayeversinceImet

himandgreedymeacceptedwith

botharmswideopened,never

botheredtoaskbutIthinkGabriel

justconfirmedthatKgosiisalegit

businessman.ButwellKgosidoes

looklikeabusinessman,avery

handsomeoneatthat!

IreadGabriel'sentiremessage,he

wastalkingaboutwantingustofix

thingsbutitwasmorelikehimtelling



mehowmuchhelovesmeandhow

sorryhewas.Ireallydontknowhow

tofeelaboutthis,Gabrieldidhurtme,

badly,evenafterItriedtomakehim

happyandthatssomethingIcantjust

overlook.Ireallywanttomakemy

relationshipwithKgosiwork,Imight

notlovehimasmuchasIlove

Gabrielbuthehasshownmaturityin

somanylevels.

ThelastthingonGabsmassagewas,

'Ithinkwearenowequals,weboth

havepartners,sowhatdoyousay?'



Hahaha...Iwillneveragreetothis

madness.Me?Beasidechicktomy

sidedish?Iyoh,I'dratherbevery

singleandlonelythanshareGabriel

withanyoneelse,especiallynotwith

Ntombi.Iwanthertoalwaysbe

belowme,herwinningisnot

somethingIwant.Sneakingbehind

QueenNtombi?Imagine!

Idonthavetheenergytobereplying

toGabriel'smessages,IknowthatifI

dareIwillonlybeopeninganasty

canofworms,hewontstop!Finally



Itumelengcamewithmyveryexcited

aunt.Herexcitementwasvery

contagious,itquicklyrubbedoffme.I

suddenlylookedforwardtoseeing

herhouseandmeetanyonethatshe

isstayingwith,hopeshehaschildren!

Icantwaittobondwiththem.

BeforeweleftthehospitalIsneaked

intothetoiletandcalledKgosi,Idont

knowifhewasexcitedorboredwith

thenews,hisreactionnevermakes

sensebutheyheismymanandIam

willingtostickwithhim.



MyauntstaysatAttredgevillewith

her2daughtersthatbothhave2kids

each,Iwastoldshehasasonwho

staysacoupleofblocksawayfrom

here.Herhouse,myauntie'shouse?

Well,itsa2bedroomgreypainted

housethatissofullofthingsIthink

sheshouldthrowout,shehasatv

unitandatvstandinoneroom,mind

youtheroomsaresosmallKgosi's

giganticbedwouldfitandleaveno

space.Thegirlsandtheirkidssleep

inthe2backroomsoutside.Itsnota

badlookinghousejustitneedsafew

toucheshereandthere.Iwasgiven

oneoftheroomsinsidethehouse.



AssoonasIhavesettledinIcalled

Kgosiagain,Iaskedhimtosenda

fewofmythingsover.Hepromised

toaskSaratopackthemformeand

hisPAwillbringthemover.Ididnt

mindthatitwasnthimbringingmy

stuffitsnotlikeIdidntwanttosee

him,Imnotreadytointroducehimto

myfamilyandIdontthinkour

relationshipisthereyet.Onemore

thing,IdontknowhowKgosifeels

aboutallthat.AfterthephonecallI

sendhimandKhumomyaunt's

address.IsleptabitbutIdontthinkit

wasforabitthough,itfeltlikethat

butinfactIhadsleptfor4hours,





morethanIhaveeversleptsinceI

lostmybaby.TodayIdidntreallyeat

anything,justsomefruitsatthe

hospitalsoIwenttocheckwhatwas

forsupper.Therewasnooneinthe

housebutIcouldhearvoicesoutside,

IwentoutsideandbeforeIcouldask

anyonewhatwasforsupperbothmy

aunt'sdaughtersandtheirchildren

wereeating,bunny

chows...kota...sphatlo!

AndIguessthat'sforsupper!

TheyalllookedatmelikeIjust



walkedoutofacoffinatmyown

funeral,Idontknowhowthatsound

butjaIalsothoughtIwasspooky

becauseoftheirlooks.Iseriously

didntjustslowlywalkedoutthe

house,Ihadranoutofheretoaska

questionbut...

"Uhmm...wheredidyoubuythat?"I

askedpointingatwhattheywere

eating.IdontthinkIwantedone

thoughjusttobreaktheice.

"Kokhoneng,sethomakaR10!"one

ofthekidsscreamed.Ismiledather



andtoldherIthinkIwillcook.They

gavemecrazylooks...

Iwentbackinsidethehouseand

wenttocheckthefridge.Nowonder

theyareeatingthatjunk,thefridge

wastotallyempty!Justafewrotten

bottlesofmayonaise,jam,tomato

sauceandanemptyatchaar

container.Igotsomadandcalled

Kgosi,Ijustthreweverythingathim,

didntcareiftheycouldhearme.I

wassoangry!Kgosibeggedmeto

calmdownandaskedmetogeta

taxitotownhe'llmeetmethere.



IdidjustthatafterIchangedclothes.

IfoundKgosiintown,hedidnteven

askwhatwasgoingon.Wewentto

SparinGezina,itwasabitlatebut

whenwegottherehestilltoldmeto

gobymyself,hegavemehiscredit

cardthough.

Iwalkedtotheentranceandgrabbed

atrolley.AsIturned...thereright

infrontofme,NtombiandGabs...

Kissing!

SIES!!!



ItwasntonpurposebutIpushedmy

trolleystraightintothem.

"OhmyGod,Iamsosorry!"
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HowwasItoknowtherewerepeople

smoochingbehindmeinthispublic

place?Fakelovebirds!Thisaplace

whereyouhavetobecarefull,

accidentshappen.Ionlysawthem

withthecornerofmyeyeandbefore

Iknewitkhaboom!"Myexcuse"



AndNtombiwasthefirstoneto

screamherlungsoutasthoughshe

washitbyacar,trusthertothrowa

tantrumworsethanMbali's!People

aroundusandeventheone'sthat

heardherscreamingcamerunningto

seewhathadhappened.

Ipulledbackmytrolleywantingto

reallyseeifIhadhither,wellshewas

theoneinpainandImeanIhavesaid

sorryalready,whatelsecanIdo?

"Ohno,shedidthisonpurpose!"she

screamedoutpointingafingeratme.



God,womanyouarenotdeadyouare

justbeingadramaqueen.Ithought

asIrolledmyeyesather.But

seriouslyIdiddothatonpurposeand

Imighthavehurther,shewas

furiouslyrubbingherthigh.

"Iamreallysorry,itwasanaccident."

IsaidinmymostinnocentvoiceandI

meanteveryword!

"Dontpretendwena,youknowyou

plannedthisassoonasyousawus!"

shesaidangrilypushingmytrolley



backatme.

"StopitNtombi,youaremakinga

scene!"Gabrielsaidpullinghertohim.

"Andthenwena?Cantyouseewhat

sheistryingtodo?"shesaidto

Gabrielwhowasntevenlookingat

me.Itwaslikehedidntknowme.

Igentlyturnedmytrolleyandleft

GabrieltryingtocalmNtombi,Iwould

nevergetusedtothembeing

together.Igetjealous,overemotional,

evenjustthinkingaboutthemgives



meafeelingthatfillsmychestwith

pain.Iwalkedwithtearsfillingupmy

eyes,Itriedtoputmyfocusbackto

themanwhowaswaitingformein

thecar.Theonethatundoubtably

lovesandsupportsme,theonethatI

havelostachildwith.Iwalkedthe

ailesofSparpickingitemswiping

tearsfrommyface.WhyamIinlove

withsomeonewhodoesntloveme?

SuddenlyGabrielappearedoutof

nowhere,Ilookedaroundtryingto

findhisbetterhalfbuthewasalone.

"Hey,youarecrying.Iamreally



sorry."hesaidcomingtomewith

openarmsabouttogivemeahug.

HishandstouchedmebutIcouldnt

allowit...

"Pleasedont."Isaidwalking

backwardtoavoidhim.

"Youarehurting,Icanseethat."

"YesbutthiswillbethelasttearsI

evershedforyou."

"Lebo,IloveyouandIhateseeing



youlikethis."

"YouloveNtombitooandyouare

withher..."

"ThingswithNtombihappenedso

fast,beforeIknewitwereengaged."

"YouknowwhatGabrielIdontneed

yourexplanationorhowyouand

Ntombigotengaged.AllIwantisyou

outofmylife."

"Isthatwhatyouwant?"



"Itswhatyouchose."Isaidandwiped

mytearsdry.Iknowthingslookeasy

tohim,Iwanttohave2menatthe

sametimeandbeselfishaboutit,not

sharethem.Iknowitsmadnessbut

thatswhatIwant.

IcontinuedshoppingwhileGabriel

followedmetryingtotalk.Iwould

occassionallyhithimwithmytrolley

andnotapologise,hewasinmyway

andIsobadlywantedtohurthim.He

endedupstandinginfrontofme

holdingmytrolleysoIwouldntpush

itfurther.



"Lebo,Iknowyoulovemetoo.Dont

youmisswhatwehad?Thegoodhot

steamysex,mepleasuringyouwhile

ontopofyou,thescreamsyoumade

andhowyouheldontomeasyou

came,baby..."hespokelickinghis

lipsremindingmeofwhatwehad.It

wasbeautifulandIwantitallback.

Hestoppedtalkingandsmiledatme,

Ifoundmyselfsmilingbackatme.

Hewassureashellarousing

thoughtsthatseemedsofreshinmy

mind,Iwouldgiveeverythingtoget

allthatback.Igotlostinthat

momentthatIjumpedupasIfeltthe



heatonmyleftside.Kgosiwas

standingthererightnexttome.

Twiceinthisawkwardmomentwith

Gabriel...

"Uhm...KgosiIamalmostdone."I

saidshakingmytrolleytogetGabs

outofmyway,hewasstillholdingon

toitandstillhewasntintendingon

moving.Icouldsensehewanted

Kgositoreact,Idontgetwhyhe

woulddisrespectKgosilikethis

especiallysinceheworksforhim.But

Kgosididntdoanything,hedidnt

eventalktoGabriel.



"Kgosi?"Gabssaidrealisinghewas

beingignored.Kgosijustnodhis

headathim,atlasthetookthehint

andleft.

IfinishedshoppingandgaveKgosi

hiscreditcard.

OutsideKgosiloadedthegroceriesin

thecar,Iwentinsidethecarand

waitedforhim.Ilookedaroundto

seeifIcanspotGabriel'scarorhim,I

didnt.

IjumpedasKgosiopenedthedoor,



hebangeditsohardasheclosedit.

Hewasangry!

"Twicewiththisguy!Isthere

somethingIshouldknow?"heasked

breathingheavilyasheleanedoverat

me.

"Nnno."Islowlysaid.Ihavenever

seenhimthisangry.

Heplacedhishandontopofmy

headandturnedit,itwasdarkbutI

couldfeelandseehissharpeyes

tearingatme.



Then,justlikeatthehospitalhe

kissedme,harderthistime.

Canhehavesexwithmealreadyand

maybeIwillstopthinkingabout

Gabs...
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People,youmightnotunderstand

whensomeonesaystheyareinlove,

especiallyifyouthinkthepersonthey

areafteriswrongforthem.Before

beinginlovewith2menIhadaplan,



findMrRightandmarryhim.Well,

thingsgotabitcomplicatedImet

Kgosifirst,thencameGabriel,this2

menbringsomethingoutinmeandif

IhadtochoosebetweenthemI

wouldn,infactIcan't.Gabrielislike

thattoxicthingyouarenotsuppose

tohavebutyetwantsobad,evenifI

getbackwithhimtherewillbe

complication,akababymamaNtombi.

Haogahlenebolentombieyangi

nyanyisa!

YouknowwhenitcomestoKgosi,

thisguyisarrogant,wellthataside

butIdolovethewayhehandlesme.

Heisaroughriderwithagentlespot,



heistherewhenIneedhim,no

excuses,noquestionsasked.

MyKing...

Iwasrightunderhisbrutalkissashe

triedtostuckhistonguedeepinmy

throat.Mybodyachedforhimtofill

meupeventhoughIknewIwasnt

ready,heknowsthattoo...

Hepulledawaylivingmebreathless

andtryingtogetmyselftosit

properlyintheseat.Heheldontothe

steeringwheelandstaredatthe

emptinessinfrontofus.



"Ivedecidedtostepbackandletyou

decidewhatyouwant."hesaid

turninghisheadtome.

"Kgosi,areyoudumpingme?"Iasked

surprisedashell.Thisguythough,he

justkissedme...!!!

"Dontcallme!"

"So,howthehelldoyouexpectmeto

getoyou"wheneverIhaddecided

thatIwantyou"?"



"You'llknowwhattodobythen."

"YouknowKgosithisarroganceself

centredegoofyourswillmakeyou

looseme,Iamherewithyou,Ilove

youmothowaModimo!"

"I'lldropyouoffatyouraunt'splace."

hesimplysaidandstarteddriving.

Icriedallthewaytryingtopleadwith

himnottodumpme,hedidntsayhe

isbutstillKgosioutofmylifeisthe



worstthingthatcouldhappentome,

Ineedhim!Welostababyandwe

needeachothermorethanevernow.

Hedroppedmeoffatmyaunt'splace

withthegrocery,hedroveoffwithout

awordtome.IstoodtherecryingasI

watchedhiscarlightsdisappearwith

thenarrowingstreet.

"ManeLebooboile."mynieceand

nephews(Iwillcallmyaunt's

grandchildrenthat)camerunningout.

Igrabbedthemallandgavethema

grouphug,theygiggledastheirlittle



bodiessqueezedagainsteachother

andmine.TheydidntevennoticeI

wascrying.Children,whatwould

havehappenedifIhadntlostour

baby?

Theyhelpedwiththegroceries,they

weretoomanyandheavyforthemso

theypickedmostofthethingoneby

oneasIwaitedoutside.Ittook

foreverthoughbutgavemeenough

timetofixmymessyface.Afterthe

lastfewthingIalsowentinsidethe

house.Myauntwasbackandvery

excitedtoseeme,sheevensaidshe

willcook.IliedandsaidIhad



somethingtoeatintown.Itooka

bathandwentstraighttobed,I

couldntsleepanditwasntbecause

ofthenoiseinthehousebutmy

heartwasaching.Kgosicantdothis

tome,Ijustcanttakeit.Ikepton

staringathiscontactdetailsonmy

phone,hesaidIshouldntcallhim.

DoesthismeanIhadlosthimforever?

EverytimeIthoughtofthatIbecame

reallyscaredandfrustrated.Istillhad

myoldphoneinmybag,Itookthe

oldsimcardoutandinsertthenew

one.Icheckedtwitterandfacebook,I

hadtonsofmessages.Onethat

caughtmyeyeswasfrommyaunt's



(mom'soldersister)son,Thapelo.He

saidthatIshouldcallhim,hehadleft

hiscontactdetailsforme.Icalled

himrightawayandwishIdidnt,I

didntcheckthetimeandthepoorguy

soundedsleepy.

"Thapelo,Iamsosorry.KeLebo,I

justgotyourmessage,Ididntmean

towakeyou."

"Ohnoitsfine.Ijustwantedtoknow

ifwecouldmeetwheneveryouare

free."hesaid.Wearranged

everythingthenhangup,Icouldnt



waittoseeThapelo,wewerevery

closegrowingup.Heusedtovisitus

alot,evenmydadlikedhim.

Ifellasleepafter4am,Istillhavea

fewdaysoffworksoIcansleepas

muchasIlikebutthatwontbetoday,

Icouldhearnoise.Itwaslikepeople

werescreamingateachother.Eish,

myauntandherdaughters,dothey

reallyhavetoarguesoearlyinthe

morning?Itriedtoignoretheirnoise

butIcouldnt,itwasgettingtoomuch.

IputonmygowntoseeifIcoulddo

somethingbutassoonasIopened

thebedroomdoorIwasshockedto



find2ofmyaunts(mymomand

dad'ssisters)throwingeachother

withrotteneggs.Ijuststoodatthe

doormotionlessuntiltheybothsaw

me.

"Kelebogile,howcouldyoudothisto

me?Youdonttellmeanythingabout

yourselfandyouallowthispeople

thathatedyourmothertohelpyou."

mymom'ssistersaidmakingmefeel

likeIhadreallybetrayedmymom.

"Hahaha...Youarespeakingasifyou

arebettersesi."mydad'ssistersaid.



"Shutupwena,Iwastherewhenyour

familytossedmysisterasidelikeshe

wasnothing."

"AndIwastherewhenyousleptwith

yourprescioussister'shusband.Tell

yournieceaboutThapelo,goahead."

THAPELO!!!
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Allthistime!AllthistimeIhavebeen



angryandcursingmymomforbeing

ahomewrecker,Iwasquestioning

mymother'sloyaltywhereasthereal

culpritwasmyownfather!He

wreckedhisownmarriageandmust

havehurtmymotherso,so,sobad,

mymotherhadstruggledwith

miscarriageaftermiscarriageandso

myfatherimpregnatedhersister.

Thapelo,justlikeItumelengtheyare

botholderthanme,ormaybemy

momwasreallyatfault.Whatifshe

gotmydadfrommyaunt?No,my

momwouldneverdothatbutstillthis

issomethingIwouldntthinkmyaunt

woulddoeither!Iamconfused,



Thapeloismybiologicalbrother?

Howmanykidsareouttherethatare

justgoingtopopoutclaimingtobe

mydad's?MaybeIshouldgoon

facebookandaskpeopleiftheyknow

DanielLesibaMehlape,maybeoneor

2mightclaimtobehischildren!

Istoodshockedlookingfromauntto

aunt,noneofthemmovedbutmy

mother'ssisterlookedatmewith

tearsrunningdownhercheeks.I

wantedtoaskherquestions,how,

why?ButIjustcouldntstandlooking

ather,Iwentbacktomyroomand

lockedmyselfinside.Iwishmymom



washeresoshecouldtellmewhat

happened.

Isatonthebedasmyauntsknocked

andshoutedformetoopen.The

noisetheymadeearlierwasnothing

comparedtowhattheyweredoing

now.IknowtheythinkImightbe

doingsomethingstupidinhere,I

wishbutmymindisonlyononething,

mydad.Whentheysaidmenare

dogsIdidntthinkthatincludedmy

dad,Isawhimasasupermanwho

dideverythingrightandcouldfix

everything,now?Ihaveneverblamed

myfathereversinceIlearntabout



Itumeleng,tomehestoodasthe

goodguyallIdidwasputeverything

onmymom,whoisnotevenhereto

speakforherself.Butisntthathow

thingsaredone?Blamethewoman!

Istoodupandwenttothedoor,

"Stopit,bothofyou!Idontwantto

talktoanyoneofyou,pleaseleave

mealone!Please..."IshoutedasI

cried.Mymom'ssistertriedtotalk

butIscreamedathertonoteven

dare.Idontwanttohearhervoice.

Iwentbacktobedandcriedmyself



tosleep,whenIwokeupIwent

straighttomyphoneandcalled

Thapelo.Iaskedhimifwecould

meetrightaway.Hewassuprisedbut

agreed.Iwanttogettothebottomof

thiswithjustthe2ofus.

AftertalkingtoThapeloIfinallygot

outofmybedroomandthehouse

wasnowemptyandahugemess,I

knowIammessymyselfbutthisis

toomuch,myaunthasdaughters

capableofcleaningafterthemselves.

IsteppedoverthatmessasIwentto

takeabathandthengotready.Imiss

Kgosialready!Now,Idonthave



anyoneIcantalkto!

Ileftwhiletherewasstillnoone

insidethehouse,Itookataxitotown

andwalkedtoMcdonaldinvander

WaltstreetwhereThapeloandI

agreedtomeet.WhenIgotherehe

wasalreadyinsidewaitingforme.

Guesswhat?

Ihadexpectedhimtobealonebuthe

waswithmydad,Imeanourdadand

Itumeleng.DontmindmeIamused

tobeinganonlychild.Seeingdad,I



almost,justalmostturnedbackbutI

needanswersandwhobettertogive

ittomethanthemanhimself!

Islowlywalkedtotheirtableasthey

alllookedatme.

Itumelenggotupandgavemeahug

thatalmostmademecry,healso

knewaboutthisandthismeansmy

wholelifehasbeenalie.Mydad,my

mom,mybrother(s),everyonehas

liedtome.

Thapeloalsogavemeahug,dadjust

sattheresmilingatme.Weallsat

downandexchangedgreetings.



"Kelebogile,uhm...Thapelotoldushe

wasmeetingyousoItumelengandI

decidedtocomealongas

we...we...havesomethingimportant

to...to...tellyou."mydadstartedas

mybrothersnodtheirheadsin

agreement.

"Iknow!"Isaid.

"What?Whatdoyouknow?"

Itumelengaskedme.Ilookedat

Thapeloandsuddenlytheyjustknew

whatImeant.



"Buthow?"dadaskedsurprised.

"Thatisnotimportant,whatIwantto

knowishowyoudiddad.Didmom

reallybreakyourmarriageoryoujust

couldnthelpyourself?"Iaskedas

angerragedthroughme.

"Lebo!"ItumelengshoutedatmebutI

juststaredatdad.Myfatherwas

shaking,helookedlikehewasabout

togetanattackbutIwastooangry

tocare.

Iaminlovewith2menatthesame



timemaybeIgotthisthingof

multiplepartnersfrommyhim.

"You'veneverspokentomelikethat."

dadfinallymanagedtosay.Itstrue

though,Ihaveshownnothingbut

respecttothisman.

"ThatsuntilIknewwhomyrealfather

is,Imeanthemanbehindthisman

thatIhaveknownallmylife."

"Iamstillthesamemanthatraised

you,fedyouandsupportedyou.I

havehadmyfairshareofmistakes



too..."

"Mistakesdaddy?Youcallallthisa

mistake?"IaskedhimasIpointedat

meandmybrothers.Heopenedhis

mouthtotalkbutIstoppedhimby

raisingmyhand."Tellme,howmany

ofthismistakesareoutthere?

Answerme,whoknows,maybeI

havedatedoneofthemorworse

sleptwiththem."

Whatifthatreallyhappened???

[8/27,4:24PM]Kelibo:Chapter

129>>>



Childrenouttherehavebecomea

statisticofbeingfatherlessbecause

ofmenlikemyfather.Iseethis

thingsattheclinic,you'dfinda

strugglingmotherwhocantgetajob

becauseshehastotakecareofher

childrenanddependonsocialgrand,

youlookatthepoorchildrenwho

arentdevelopingwellbecauseof

mulnutritionthenIhavetoexcusemy

fatherforbeingthekindofmenthat

isanembarrassmenttosociety?No,

excusemeforputtingmythoughts

wayforwardbutpleasedotakethem

intoconsiderationbecauselifeout



thereisdifficult.Idolovemyfather,

hehasdonesomuchformebutI

dontthinkhedeserveus.Hehas

deceivedandbrokehearts,theword

"faithful"itsavocabularythatdoesnt

existinmyfather'sdictionary.

"Canyoumysons,excusemeasI

wouldliketotalktoyoursister

alone."myfathersaidtomybrothers.

Hewantstotalkinthispublicplace

andalonewithhimIdontknowwhat

Iamgoingtodoorsay.

"Dontbehardontheoldman."



Thapelowhisperedinmyearashe

andItumelengwalkedaway.

WhenIgotheretheyhadordered

burgersandsincethennoneofthem

hadtouchedanythingbutbeforemy

brotherslefttheyclearedeverything.

Sittingonanemptytablewithdad

feltlikewewerefarfromeachbutyet

wewerestillinreach.

"Iknowhowyoumustbefeelingnow,

somanysecretscomingout.You

knowIsawyouasmylittleprincess

thatIneededtoprotectbutIwent



aboutitthewrongway."mydad

started.

"Idontwantexcusespapa,Iwantthe

realstory."

"Ilovedyourmomandstilldo,Iknow

itwaswrongchasingafterhereven

thoughIwasmarried...Shegaveme

somethingthatIneverhadinmylife

butstillwecouldntgetachildto

completeus.Thefamily,actuallyyour

momsuggestedhersistercarryour

child.Backthenngwanakawedidnt

knowaboutthistechnologythings,it



wasforwhitepeople..."mydad

spokewhilelookingatme.Whathe's

tryingtosayisthatwhattheydidit's

traditionbutitdoesntmakesense

becauseIthoughtitappliedtoman,

brotherscandothatforeachother.I

dontevenknowhowtotakeallthis...

"So,whathappened?"

"Myfamilywasagainstit,your

mother'sfamilylovedit,youraunt

didntinvolveherhusbandandthat

wasthebiggestmistake.When

Thapelowasbornhethoughthewas



histhenwewerebacktosquareone,

nobabybutbythegraceofGodyou

happened.Yourbirthday,aholidayto

meandthehappiestdayofmylife."

hesaidwithasmileandtearyeyes,

hewenton,"Yourunclefoundoutbut

hemadesurehekeptThapeloaway

fromus."

"Yousaidyoudidyourfairshareof

mistakes,whatdidyoumeanby

that?"

"Ihaventdonethingsrightmygirl,I

liedtoyouandkeptthingsfromyou



somanytimes."

"IstheremorethanIneedtoknow

then?"Iaskedhimandallhedidwas

shakehisheadno.

IamexcitedthatThapeloismyhalf

brotherbutnotsureifIbelievemy

dad'sstory,hissisterhadsaiditlike

theydidsomethingwrong.Hopehe's

notsayingallthistomakehimself

lookbetterinmyeyes,he'llonlybe

makingthingsworsebetweenus.

"So,whotoldyouaboutThapelo?"he



askedme.

"Rakgadi."

"SometimesIforgethowmysister

canbe,Ithinkyoushouldleavethat

house."

"Why?"

"I'llbesurprisedifyouhaventbought

anythingyet,Iknowher."hesaidand

wejustbothlaughed.



I'veseenhowthingsarealreadybutI

wanttostaythereforacoupleof

daysjusttoknowmyauntbetter.I

toldmydadthatandheagreed,he

thencalledtheboys,wedecidedto

leaveandThapelodecidedtodrop

meoffatmyaunt'splace.

Ohbythewayinjustacoupleofdays

it'smybirthday,Iaskedthemwhat

theyaregettingmebuttheyjust

dismissedthatlikeitwasnothing.

IleftwithThapeloandonthewaywe

spoke,Iloveandaccepthimasmy



brothersowespokealotaboutus.

Hedroppedmeoffatmyaunt'sgate,

hedidntwanttogoin,Icouldtellhe

hadissueswithherandIcouldntask,

justnotnoweventhoughtImight

haveanidea.

Iwentinsidethehouseandfound

Rakgadicookinginhermessyhouse.

Igreetedheranddecidedtoclean,I

wasntmadatherbutIwantedto

hearwhatsheknewaboutmydad

andThapelo.Aftercleaningshewas

alsodonecooking,Isatdownwith

herasweate,sheisafantasticcook.



"Imetpapa,ItumelengleThapelo

today."Isaidaftertheawkward

silence.

"Ohandhowiseveryone?"

"Good."Isaidthenfollowedanother

longsilentaccompaniedbyour

spoonsclickingonourplates.

"Lebo,Iamsorryaboutthismorning."

"Ah,itsokayRakgadi,atleastIknow



now."

"So,howisthatbrotherofyours?

Itumeleng?"

"Helookedokay."

"Hashemanagedtosorthimself

out?"

"WhatdoyoumeanRakgadi?"

"Ao,thoughtyouknewthatyour

brotherdoesnthavemoney.Thatex



wifeofhiscleanedhimcompletely."

Thatexplainswhyhecantbuyhis

owncarorhouse...

Whatreallyhappenedmara...???
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Mypoorbrother!Ihaveneverthought

thingswerethisbadforhim,Ihave

alwaysaskedmyselfwhyhecantbuy

hisownhouse.Butstill,thiswhole

Itumeleng/Bettythingdoesntmake



sense,howmuchmoneyishegiving

her?Surelyhecantbethisbroke,my

brothercannotaffordtobuyasimple

cheapcarthough!Itumeleng,whatis

goingon?AndonethingIhavelearnt

isthatmybrotherisgoodatkeeping

secretsjustlikedad,whateveritis

thathe'sgoingthroughIamnever

goingtofindout,atleastnotfornow

butifnotfromhimRakgadihere

seemslikesomeonewhodoesnt

knowwhattheword"secret"means!

"Rakgadi,whatreallyhappened?"I

askedher.



"Thatbrotherofyoursjustlikeyour

fatherheisawomaniser.Hefathered

andpaidmaintananceforachild

withoutBetty'sknowledgeandwhen

shefoundoutallhellbrokeloose."

"Whatdidshedo?"

"Shequestionedyourbrotheraboutit,

hetoldhereverythingandthenasked

herforadivorce."

"Andthenshetookhimtothe



cleaners?"

"Yesbutthat'safterheclaimednotto

bethefatherofBetty's2kids,Betty

madesureshedigupdirtonhimthat

thecourtrefusedhimDNAtests.He

losteverythingtoher,theirhouse,2

carsplushe'spayingahefty

maintananceforallhis3kids."

"Iyoh,RakgadiIneverknewthat.I

metBettyonce,sheseemednice."

"Mang?Thatheartlessbitch?"my

auntsaidasshewenondishing



moredirtaboutBetty,sheclearly

hatesthegirl.

AftereatingIwashedthedishes,

Rakgadisaidshewantedtogosee

herfriend.Idecidedtosleepbv

luckilymyphonerang,itwasKhumo.

ThankGodshecalled!Shewantedto

comepickmeupsowecouldgo

relaxsomewhere.Itwilldomegood

togoout.JustafterthephonecallI

wenttotakeabathtogetready,I

dontrememberthelasttimeIhadto

dressupjusttogoout.It'snotthat

excitinganymorethoughasIhave

leftmostofmygoodstuffatKgosi's



placeincludingmyuniform,hehasnt

saidanythingaboutthem,yet.Maybe

Ishouldtakethatasanexcusetogo

shoppingfornewclothes,Istillhave

Kgosi'screditcardandmaybethat

mightmakehimcomebacktome.

Ididntwearanythingspecialjustblue

skinnyjeans,awhitevestandmy

blackplasticsandals,itsnotlikeI

hadanyotherchoicemos,my

wardrobeislimited.BythetimeIwas

doneKhumowasalreadyoutside

calling,thisgirlbathong.Igrabbed

myhandbagandlefteverythinglying

around.



Khumowasntalsodressedtothe9's

butheyshelookedreallygood.She

wasalsoinskinnyjeansandflat

shoes,sheistallbutnotlikeme.Iam

tallerthantheaveragetallwoman

youknow,soifyouthinkyouaretall

girl,shemyouhaventmetme.

Weexchangedhugsasshe

complainedtomeaboutmenot

includingherinmyproblems.I

apologisedaswespokeaboutmy

misfortunealltheway.Ifeltlike

havingadrinkor2butIcantdrink

withKhumo,herhusbandwouldkill

meandbesidessheisdriving.We



didntevengototown,shedecided

thatweshouldgotoherhusband's

club,Bigboy'scorner.Itsverynice

andstylish,Ihearitwasdecoratedby

Khumo'ssisterinlaw,hesworn

enemy!Everybodyhasenemieseven

nicepeoplelikeKhumo.

AssoonaswefoundanemptytableI

orderedacider,Khumowentforan

energydrink,shewantedtodrinkas

shetriedtopersuademetogochill

atherhouse.Ididntwanttogo

anywhere,thevibeattheclubwas

good!

IreceivedacallfromNthabi,she

wantedtoseeme.Theregoesmy



nightoffun,sheisanotherboring

person,pregnantandnotdrinking.

HowImissDinny!

Nthabiwalkedinafteranhour,she

lookedreallygoodinhermaternity

wear.Justseeingherlikethatmade

mesad.Iwaspregnanttoo,apartof

mewasntreadybutmaybethings

wouldhavebeendifferent.Isee

Nthabiandseeasupposedlyhappy

me!Ishouldhavegivenmyselftime

togrieveformybaby.

Ipouredmyheartouttothegirls,I



wasntdrunkbuttalkingtothemand

tellingthemaboutmyproblems

seemedtohelp.Ididntwant

solutionsfromthem,Ijustwanted

themtolistemtomeandtheydid

justthatthatIendeduppushing3

cansofHunter'sgoldawayfromme.

Drowningmysorrowsdidntseemlike

agreatidea,Ihavemygirls.

Nthabisharedsomeofherpregnancy

experiencesatleastIdidntfeel

jealous,sheseemedexcitedandnot

evenoncedidshemeantionher

abusivehusband.Khumoexpressed

herfearsofmotherhoodandasshe

spokeIfoundoutthatwehad



somethingincommon,shealsohad

amiscarriage!Wewereall

connectingaswomensharingthe

hardshipswe'vebeenthroughthen

outoftheblue...

"Howniceandcosy,huh?Iamsure

thetopicisDineo!"

Idonthavetogoonanyfurtherabout

whothatis...

"SoNthabiyoubrokeKayandIso

youcouldsneakbacktoherbehind

mybacklikeyousleptwith



Itumeleng."

"Dineo..."Nthabitriedtospeakbut

Dineo...

"ItdoesntmatterNthabi,yougave

himsomethingIcant."

Jawdrop!!!
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Ai,thisone,doesntsuitNthabishem!

Missholierthanthough



#I_AM_FIXING_MY_MARRIAGE!Itell

youNthabiistheeperfectimageofa

marriednun,ifthatevenexist.Sheis

alwaysouttodotherightthings,too

quicktojudgeandputeveryonein

theirplace.Therewasnoneedto

questionheraboutsleepingwith

Itumeleng,itwaswrittenalloverher

faceaswealllookedather.

Iwasbeyondshocked,theyboth

nevergavemetheimpressionthey

wereanitemordoingthenastyunder

therugs.Ihavelearnttolookupto

Itumelengasanolderbrotherand

doublecrossingmyfriendswasthe

lastthingIhadexpectedfromhim.



Khumowasthemostshocked,I

guessjustlikemeshehadbought

Nthabi'sgood-girl-image.Rightnow

allIcouldthinkofwasthatdayI

foundthecondominmyhouse,

Itumelenghadadmitteditwashis

andDineodeniedeverhavingsex

withItumeleng.Tjo...2+2=?

"Nthabiisthistrue?"Khumoasked

Nthabiwhojustdraggedhereyes

awayfromus.ButKhumothough,

questionswontsolveanything.



"Dineo,therewasnoneedforyouto

dothishere."Nthabisaidsounding

likeaveryreasonableandfairhuman

being,excusethepunt!

"Ihavespendsomuchtimewithyou

andyou'veneversaidanything.Ilove

ItumelengandIwenttohimthinking

wecouldfixthingsthenhetoldme

aboutyou.Hejustthrewitinmy

face!"Dineosaidwithpaininherloud

voice.

"Ididntmeanforthingstogothisfar,

itjusthappen.I...I...MaybeIshould



leave."Nthabisaidasshegotup.

Khumotriedtostopherfromleaving

butjustendedupfollowingher.

DineoandIwereleftaloneandIthink

withwhathappenedlasttimeweare

notonspeakingterms.Ialsogotup

andheadedoutbutDineograbbed

mebymyarmandwent,

"Really?Isthishowwearenow?

Strangers?"

"IdontwanttofightDineo."



"Metoo,soletsgetdrunkandseeif

wecouldkicktheheckoutofeach

otherafterthat."

Icouldnthelpitbutlaugh,Ihave

missedthiscrazychick!Shealso

laughed,wesatdownandjusttalked

foragoodhourbeforewedecideto

drink.Andtrustmewenever

mentionedNthabi'sname,Iwas

dyingtoknowthedetailsandKhumo

nevercamebackbutshecalledand

explainedthatshetookNthabihome.

ItriedtocallNthabibutherphone



wasoff.

Iamnottryingtobeheartlesshere

butapartofmewasexcitedabout

Nthabi'spregnancy,myfirstnephew

orniece!IwonderifItumelengknows.

IcouldseethatDineowassadsoI

dedicatedeveryHunter'sgoldIdrank

toherandmyfutureniece,trustme

itsagirl.AnhourofdrinkingDineo

andIwereverydrunkoritwasonly

me?Icantsipalcohol,everytimethe

bottlehitsmymouthItakeitdown

likeIamthirsty,Igetdrunkbefore

everyoneakeregakeipoponele

dumpy!



Dineostarteddancing,Iwatchedher,

sheisagooddancerbutIwasso

drunkIjustcouldntholdmyselfI

laughedsohardthattearscameout

ofmyeyesandrightthereIswitched

tocrying.Dineotriedtocomfortme

butshejustcriedtoo,itfeltsogood

though.Aftercryingwewenttothe

bathroomandwashedourface,from

thereDineodisappeared.Idonthave

hernumberandIdonthavearide

home.Idecidedtoturntowatertotry

soberup,Isatbymyselfandwatched

peopledance.



"Beautifulwithaphuzaface."Atall

finegoodlookingbrothersaidtome.

Ismiledathimandtoldhimtocome

sitnexttome.Hedid.

"Whatahorriblepickupline!"Isaidto

him.

"Iknow!"

"Thenwhyuseit?"

"Itmadeyousmile."



Ismiledagain.Hesmiledtoo,that

wentonforafewsecondsthenhe

kissedme.Ididntstophim,Ikissed

himtoo.

"Ijustwanttohaveagoodtime

tonight."hesaidafterhepulledhis

hotlipsfrommineleavingmestill

wantingmore.

"Metoo!"

"Let'sgo."



"ButIdontknowyou."

"ImDavidandyou?"

"Lebo."

"Good,nowletshitit."hesaidashe

pulledmeup.Wewalkedouttheclub

withhishandstrokingmybutt,Ifelt

likeadirtyslutbutwellIdidntcare!

Outsidehewasalloverme,kissing

measwewalkedtohiscar.Hedrove

awhiteCorollaquest,hesaidhe'll



bookusatthecheapesthotelaround,

hedidntexactlymentiontheword

cheapbuttheplacewas.Idont

remembermuchbutIknowhe

boughtcondomssomewhere,at

leastIdidntforgethiskissesthat

startedonthecorridorofthehotel.

Whenwegottoourroom,hepushed

metothebed,Ifellonmybackand

watchedhimtakeoffhisclothesbut

lefthisunderwearon.Thebulgein

thoseunderwearjustdrovemecrazy,

Igotuponthebedandjumpedon

himwrappingmylonglegsaround

him.Ihungrilykissedhimashe

returnedthekisstoo.Istillhadmy



clothesonbutIcouldfeelhis

hardnessthroughthefabricsofmy

skinnyjeans.Ihumpedonhimdriving

bothofustotheedge...

"Takeoffyourclothes."heinstructed

methroughthekiss.

Igotoffhimand...

"Icantdothis."Isaid,hewent,

"Ehwanyela..."
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IwasstilldrunkbutIwontletthat

makemewakeupwithan"OHMY

GODDIDIREALLYDOTHAT"

situation.Yes,Iamhorny!YesIwant

himbutnothatsnotawisedecission.

Ihavehadacrazylifegrowingup,I

havedoneafewonenightstandsbut

nowIamgrownupgirlandIneedto

bewiser.Pickinguprandomguysin

clubsandheadingtocheaphotelsis

notgoingtoworkforme,Iaintthat

cheapandIamnotabouttostoop

thatlow.LegenkanyelaIwillstand

mygrounds!



"Iknowthissoundscrazybutplease

understand."Isaidlookingathim.I

wontdenythefactthatDavidis

attractivebutitwouldhavebeen

differentifwe'vemetorhaveknown

eachforawhile.

"Comeon,I'llpayifthat'swhatyou

want."heangrilysaid.

"JustleaveorI'llscream!"

"DoyouknowhowmuchmoneyI



spendcominghere,mypetrol,the

condoms,thisroom?"

"I'llpayeverythingbackthen."

"Mxm,fuckyou!"hesaidasheputhis

clotheson.Hethrewalltypesof

nastywordsatme,callingmenames

IthinkIdeserve.Ilethimonandthen

hadtoturnhimdown.

Helefttheroomandbangedthedoor

onhiswayout.Imadesureheleft

thekeysonthedoor,Ihavenowhere

togobutsleepheretonight,soIcant



riskhimcomingback.

Iwenttothebathroomandletthehot

showerwaterhitmybodyremoving

tracesofDavid'skissesandtouch.I

haventhadsexinawhileandIwasnt

jokingwhenIsaidIwashorny,the

steamyshowerjustgotmeeven

moreexcited.Iturnedthewaterfrom

hottocold,Ileanedmywetbodyon

thecoldtiledbathroomwallandlet

thewaterhitmybarebreast,Iturned

aroundandletithitmybacktoo.Ibit

mylowerlipastheexcitementbuild

upinsideme.Ithenstoodinthe

middleandletthewaterhitmyface,I

lickedmylipsandrolledmyfingers



aroundmyhardnipples,moaning

softly.FinallyIletmyfingersdown

betweenmymoisthotlips,Iparted

themasIfoundmysensetivespot.I

justdugdeeperwithmyfingers,

makingcircles,rubbingmyclitwith

mythumb.Thatfeltlikethunder

invadingmywholebodyandtornado

irruptingtherushofblood,simplyput,

thatfeltfreakin'good.Ladieslearnto

satisfyyourself,alone!

Idriedmyselfandputonmyclothes,

everythingincludingmypanty,bra

andevenbelt.Iamnotgoingout,I

wanttosleep,Icantdosonakedor



halfclothed,Ijustdonttrusttheguy

thatpaidforthisroom.Hemightlie

andsayhelosthiskeys,pay

whateveramounttheywantfromhim

andcomebackhere.Justafter

thinkingthattherewasaknockatthe

door,notasoftone.Theloudestthat

shooktheentirehotelbuilding,I

threwmyselfonthebedandcovered

myselfwiththeduvet.Iwasbloody

scareuntilIheard,

"HeywenaKay,openthisbloodydoor

man."



Dineo!!!

Ijumpedoffthebedkickingtheduvet

awayfromme,ohthankGod.I

openedthedoorandpulledherin,

shewasholdingabottleofwineand

bottlesofHunter'sgold.Likereally

howdidsheevengetallthatinhere?

"HowdidyouknowIamhere?"I

askedherasshestumbledtothebed.

"Imetthishotguyattheclubandhe

askedifIwaslookingforyouthenhe

toldmeheleftyouhere.Ohbythe



wayhecallsyouSfebesamaotoa

matelle."

FuckhimforallIcare,Ineverneeded

himanywayeventhoughIamnot

fullysatisfied.Mencanbestupid

mara,yousleepwiththemosfebe,

yourefuse,still.Mxm,tohellman.

"Andwena,whydidyoudotherunon

me?"Iaskedher.

"Yourbrothercalledme,Iwasso

happywhenIheardhimsayhe

wantedtoseemeandallhewanted



tosaywasthatIshouldstayaway

frompregnantNthabiseng.Canwe

pleasejustdrinkmycrapylifeaway?"

shesaidthendrankthewinefromthe

bottle.Ireallyfeelbadformyfriend,

shetrulyloveItumeleng.

Ijoinedherinherdrinking,weeven

dancedtomusiconherphone,

screamingandshouting.Wehada

fewknocksonthedoorand

complainsoverthephonebutthat

didntstopus.Wewerebothhaving

mentroublesandneededtooffload,

talkingwasntgoingtodomuchfor

ussoletuspartyinpeaceandletour



voicesbelouderthanourlittlemusic.

Idontknowwhattimewesleptor

howwefellasleep,weweresooutof

itbutIwasthefirstonetowakeup

becauseIhadtopeeandwhenIgot

there,Iunfastenedmybeltthen

pulledmyskinnyjeandownand

then...???

Wereismypanty???

IswearIhaditonlastnight,I

rememberputtingitonafterthe

shower.Iranoutthebathroomdoor



tothebedroom.

"Dineo,wakeup.Idonthavemypanty

onandIhaditonlastnight."Isaid

cryingandpointingatmybarepunani.

"Whatthehell?YouthinkIrapedyou

now?"

"No...Idontknow.Doyouhaveyours

on?"

"JaandIwannagopee."



Shewenttothetoiletthen...

"Kay,comeinhere."

Ipulledmyskinnyjeanupandwent

tothetoilet.WhenIgotthere...

Mypantywashangingonthe

window...

"Iguessyoudrunk-washedyour

panty."
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Kesetagwa,yes!CallmethatandI

willbuyyoumyfavourate,Hunters

goldandthendrinkitforyou.Ilove

drinkingandpartying,ifIcouldI

woulddothateverysingledayI

wouldbutIhatedrinkingtoapoint

whereIcantrememberthethingsI

havedone.Iknownoonewantsto

bathandwearthesamedirty

underweartheyhadbefore,wellI

thinkIhadtodecidethataftera

drinkingspree.ThankGodIwaswith

DineotheentirenightbecauseifI

waswithaguyorDawidIdontknow

whatwouldbehappeningnowbut



stillthisdoesntmakesense.

Dineowaslaughingatme,Ikicked

heroutofthebathroom.Iknow

Dineo,Iamsuresheplayedsome

prankonmewhileIwasfastasleep.

Itookaquickshowerthenwentback

tothebedroom,assoonasIopened

thedoorDineostartedlaughingat

meagain.Iwasabitmadatherbut

cometothinkofitthewholethingis

funny.Ai!

DineoalsotookashowerasIwaited

forher.Weleftthehotelafter



breakfast,whichwasntevenmuch.

KhumocalledmeandaskedifIcould

cometoherhousewithDineo,she

wantsustofixthemessbetween

DineoandNthabi.Khumoleyena,I

dontwanttobeinthemiddleof

NthabiandDineo,theyarebothmy

friendsandverystubborneven

thoughtthetensionbetweenthemis

gettingtome.Ai,Idontevenknow

whathappenedtowhatIhadagainst

them,theyhurtmeprettybad.Itold

DineowearegoingtoKhumo'sfor

lunch,shedidntanswerme,hopeshe

doesntgetangrywhenshegetsthere



andfindherfrenemy.

Iseriouslyhatenothavingacar,this

lifesucks!Now,Ihavetotakeataxi

andKgosihadtodumpmewhenI

amsupposetoneedhimmore.But

maybebeingseperatedisgoodforur,

itmighthelpusappreciateeach

otherevenmore.Imisshimthough,I

really,reallydo...Still,ImissGabriel

too...

Ohsnapoutofitalready!

Idontfeelgoodaboutthis,thefact



thatIdidntsleepathomedoesnt

makethingsanyeasier.Ipartiedand

sleptinthisclothes,Ihadashower

butstill...

Khumoisveryluckytohavemarried

insuchagoodfamily,Iknowshe

doesntgetalongwith2ofMpho's

sistersbutheytheygotthisbig

housefromhisparents,thepecksof

marryingalastborn.Well,that

happensinblackafricanfamilies,

whitepeopleselltheirchildrentheir

house,withthemyoudontget

inheritancefromalivingparent.Okay,

enoughbutthehouseisbeautiful



though,insideandout.

DineoandIfoundthegatewideopen,

asifwearegoingtodrivein!

WeknockedatthedoorandKhumo

openedforuswithasmileasalways.

Wewenttothesittingroomwhere

Nthabiwas,shehadacupinher

handbutwhenshesawussheputit

onthetable.Dineodidntreactthe

wayIhadexpected,shewascalm,

sheevengreetedNthabiwhenshe

saiddowneventhoughshedidso

withanattitude.Khumoofferedus

teaandbiscuit,theroomwasquite



andawkwardeventheteawasvery

hot,Iburnedmylipandtongue

severaltimes.

"Okay,Iamtheonethatasked

Khumotocallyouguys."Nthabi

started,"IwillstartwithyouLebo,I

havewrongedyouandhadcome

betweenasolidandhappyfriendship.

WeusedtobesotightguysandI

missthat.IamsorryLebo."

Ididntexpectthat!

"ThanksNthabiandIamsorrytoo."



"OkayDineo,IknowIhavehurtyou

myfriend,sobad.Willyouforgive

me?"

"Yes,youdidhurtmeandwhat's

happenedisinthepast.Iforgiveyou

butunderonecondition."Dineosaid

andwealllookedather,shecanbe

crazythisone.

"Okay."Nthabislowlysaid.

"Theonethingthatcamebetweenus



wasItumelengsoifIcanthavehim

youcanteither."Dineowasdead

seriousasshelookedatNthabi.

"Dineo,Iampregnant,youcant

expectmetoraisethischildalone.I

needItu!"

"WhatdoyoumeanyouneedItu?

You'vepracticallyraisedyourkids

alonewhilemarriedtoyourslacky

husband."

"ThisisnotagameDineo,ItuandI

wantstoraiseourfamilytogether."



"YouknowNthabi,IloveItusomuch

thatjustseeingyou,mybestfriend

pregnantwithhisbabymakesme

wanttodie.Youbetrayedme,you

knewhowmuchIlovedItu,you

listenedtomegoonandonabout

him.Imadeplansforourfutureand

nowIcannotevenbarethinkhow

hardyoulaughedatmeeverytimeI

wasoutofsight."Dineospokeasshe

cried.Ihaveseentheloveshehadfor

Itumeleng,shehadlifeeverytimeshe

mentionedhisname.Idontwantto

takesidebutIdontthinkbreakingItu

andNthabiistheanswerforDineo's



brokenheartbutanywayIdontwant

togettooinvolved.

"Iunderstandallthatbutmy

relationshipwithItuisdifferentfrom

whatyouhadwithhim."

"Ohwow!"

KhumoandIjustwatchedasthe2

wentonandon.Itwashardtolisten

tothemorintervene.

"Nthabi,ifyouvalueourfriendship



youwilldumpItumeleng."Dineosaid

thengotup,shelookedhardata

quiteNthabibeforeshewalkedout.

DoyouthinkDineoisbeingfair...???

[8/28,4:24PM]Kelibo:Chapter

134>>>

Ihavehadroughdaysthatledtoa

tidiousweek.Mylifeisnot

complicated,Idonthaveamanor

"men"toturnmylifeupsidedown,

thethingisIdontreallyhavealife

andstayingatmyaunt'shasbecome

strainingforme,ImeanIhave



becomeacleaner,ananny,thecook

andIsupporteveryonefinancially.I

buynappies,babyformula,andeven

boughtafewpairsofdesignershoes,

IamtalkingkaCarvelahle.Theydont

evenhidethatIamallthattothem,

forincaseifthefridgeisemptymy

auntwillscreamateveryoneinthe

houseexceptmeandherdaughters

willaskeachotherwhat'sforsupper,

droppinghintsforme.

IhavegonebacktoworkandohGod

Ireallylovemyjobmorethanever

now,Iappreciatethelittletimespend

awayfromthem.



Ihavespokentomydadaboutgoing

backtomyhousebuthe'sgivingme

therunaroundasifhedoesntwant

metogoback.It'smybirthday

tomorrowandnooneseemstocare,

Imentionitandsomelametopics

comesup.Fine,I'llbuymyselfcake

andchampaignetomorrow!I'lleven

bookmyselfatahoteleventhough

thelasttimeIdidntcomebackhome

myauntalmostburstaveintelling

menevertodoasIpleaseinher

house.Youshouldmeethergirls,

theygetpickedupbydifferentcars

everydayastheirkidsgetdumpedin

mybedroom.Worstpartoneofthem



gotdroppedoffonemorningbya

garbagetruck!

TodayIgotbackfromworktiredbutI

camebackheretocookthelastpack

ofchickeninthefridgeandbaththe

children.Itbreaksmyhearttosee

themalldirtyandevengoingtobed

lookinglikethat,besidesIamtheone

thatspendsmoretimewiththem

thantheirsocalledparents.

Iputthekidstobedandwenttotake

aquickbath,Ijustwantednothing

butsleep.Igotintobedaround8pm



andby10pmIheardvoicesinthe

house,itwasmyauntanditsounded

likeshewasmadashell.Isatupon

thebedtolisten.

"Ngwanawamoloi,shecomesinto

myhousedowhatevershewants,

actslikesheownsmyhouse,lives

freelyanddoesntevenpayrent..."

thatwasmyauntintheotherroom

goingonandon,evenafoolcantell

thatallthatwasdirectedatme.Idid

mentionearlierthatIhadcookedthe

lastpackofchickeninthefridgeand

thecupboardsareempty.Inother

wordsthatsherwayoftellingmeto



gogroceryshopping,shehasnever

saiditoutlikethisandithurts.Idid

shoppingafewdaysagoandit'snot

myproblemeverythinghasdriedout

butstillmyaunt'swordsripped

throughmelikeaknife.Ihadgrown

fondofherdespiteherflowsbutI

cantstandthisanymore.

ItriedtoavoidherbutIcouldnt,Isat

uponthebedandcried.Iwantto

leavethisplacebutwherewouldIgo?

Igavemyhouseaway,Imessedup

thingswithKgosi,Iambackto

squareone...Allalone!



Itriedtofallasleepbutafter12

midnightbirthdaymessagescame

pouringin,Itriedtoreadthemjustto

getmymindofmyaunt,noneof

theminterestedme.Ifellasleep

throughoutthetearsandbirthday

wishes.IsleptverylatethoughbutI

wokeupveryearlyinthemorning,

packedmythingsmakingsurenotto

wakethekidsup.Igotacallfrom

Thapelo,

"BirthdaygirlhopeIamthefirstone

tocallyou."hesaidsoundingjoysous.



Icouldntreallysharethatwithhim,

mybirthdayisruinedalreadythanks

toRakgadi.

"Heybro."Isaidholdingdearlytothe

tearsandtryingtocontainmycracky

voice.

"Heeebanna,yousadbecauseyou

aregrowingup?"hejokedwhile

laughing.

"Thapelopleasehelpme,Iwantout

ofRakgadi'shousetoday,pleeease,

please,please!"Ipleaded.



"O-kay,thatdoesntsoundlikeagood

waytostartyourbirthday."

"Iampackingeverythingthat'smine

rightnowandheadingtowork."

"Okay,Iwillcomepickyouupafter

workandwewilltakeitfromthere."

"Thankyou."Isaidthenhangup.

Itookaquickbathanddideverything

quick.Iwrotemyauntasmallnote



andattachedafewR100notesonit.

By6amIwasdoneandreadytoleave,

Imadesuretosneakoutwithmy

bagswithoutwakinganyoneup.6:30

Iwasthefirstoneattheclinic,Ieven

managedtotakeanhournaponthe

examinationbedintheconsultation

roomIworkinandthankGoodnessI

managedtowakeupbeforeanyone

couldrealisedIwashere.Ifixed

myselfandwenttomakecoffeein

thekitchen,Sisterboss,Bongiwe

cameinandwent,

"SisterPenelope,soyoureallydont

wanttowearyouruniformneh?"



Damnthiswoman!Icametowork

wearingblueskinnyjeansandwhite

looseblouse,itsnotfarfrommy

uniformjustthefabricsandshape.

MyuniformisatKgosi'splaceandI

nevergotthechancetogetanew

onesinceIcantgotoKgosi'splace

anymore.Iapologisedandwentto

myconsultationroom.

And...

Onmydesktherewereflowersanda

wrappedbox.



Ohandanotesaying...

'Abeautifulbirthday."

KgosiKgosi.'

Myfirstbirthdaypresentfromthe

manIlove...
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IcouldnotbelieveKgosi

rememberedmybirthday,didnteven



knowheknewaboutit.Well,Ihave

mentioneditbutIneverthoughthe

tookwhatIsaidintoconsideration.

Somewhereinhishearthehasthat

soft-romanticspot,especiallyforme.

Thisfeltlikesomethingbiggerand

beautifuljusthappenedinmylife.

Doesthismeanhewantsmeto

comeback?ShouldImakemymove?

Kgosiiseverythingtome,mylifehas

beenemptywithouthim.Iamnot

supposetocontacthim,hehad

warnedmeandthecardisjustacard

withnoaddress,didheleavethis

here?

Idontknowwhattodonow,Ihaveto



thankhimbutIdontknowhowtodo

that.ApartofmeisscaredofKgosi,

youneverknowwhattoexpectwith

thatman.

Therewasaknockatthedoor,Itold

whoeverwasknockingtocomein.It

wasthesecurityguythatalways

reservedparkingformewhenIused

tohaveacarandInevergavethe

poorguyacent,hewasallsmile.

"HappybirthdaySisterPenelope."

BlamethatnameonMpho.



"ThankyouThabo,buthowdidyou

know?"

"Oh,Iletthegentlemanin,hetoldme

itsyourbirthday."hesaidwitha

teasingsmile.

"Gentleman?"Iaskedwithahuge

smile.

"Tall,dark,handsomeandavery

expensivesuit."



ThatisobviouslyKgosi,myman.I

tookoutmypurseandgaveThabo

R50,hegladlytookitandleft.I

smelledtherosesandsmiledatthe

imageofKgosiwalkingintomyoffice,

whywasntIheretoseehim?

"Damn!Iwantedtobethefirstoneto

giveyouyourbirthdaypresent."

Gabriel!

Iquicklyandaccidentallytossed

Kgosi'sflowersintothebinnextto

measIwatchedGabrielholdingthe



bunchofroses,thesameastheonce

IjustgotfromKgosi.Shit!

"Eison,didntmeantoscareyou."he

saidlaughing.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Iangrilyasked

himeventhoughIwasfightingmy

lipsnottocurlintoasmile.

"ThatmustbefromKing,he'sthe

onlyonethatcouldbeatmetoit.Well,

hegotthegirl."



"Iaskedyouaquestion."

"Itsyourbirthdaybabygirl,isita

crimetocelebratewithyou?"

"Fine,thanks."

"Okay,Iamjustgoingtoleavethis

herethen."hesaidputtingthe

flowersonmydesk.Iwashappyhe

washerethough,Icouldntshowhim

still.GabrielismyweaknessandIam

prettysureheknowsit."Comeongirl,

givemeahug."hesaidspreadingout

hisarmsforme.WithouthesitatingI



wentroundmydesktogetintohis

arms,Ihuggedhimbytheneckashe

placedhishandsonmywaist.He

slowlytrokedmywaistwiththetipof

hisfingerssendingshiversand

tinglesbetweenmythighs,yeah

downthere.Iwantedhimtokissme

sobad,Irememberhiskisses,the

feelingtheygaveme.Ifoundmyself

strokingthebackofhisneck,ashe

pressedmeagainsthim.Iwanted

thingstostaylikethatbutitcant,he's

withNtombiandIdontwanttobea

sidechick.Iquicklypushedhimaway

fromme,Inervouslyfixedmyclothes.

Hewalkedtothedoorandsaid,



"Istillloveyou."

Ijustlaughed,itwasstupidformeto

thatbutwhatelsecanIdo?

Respondingdoesntseemrighteither.

Irushedbacktomychair,myknees

weretooweaktocarrymytrembling

body.IfGabrielcontinuedoingthisto

meIswearIwillgivein,Imisshim

andkamoIamsexuallyfrustrated,I

needhelp.Touchingmyselfisgood

butitsnotthesameasbeing

touchedbystronghardhands,that

gripthathurtsandexcitesatthe



sametime.God?WhatdoIdonow?I

gotKgosi'sruinedflowersandput

theminthewater,IthrewGabriel'sin

thebin.Outofguilt!

Istartedworklate,Ievenskippedtea

time.Iactuallywanttolooseabitof

weight,Ihavegainedduetothe

pregnancyandstayingatmyaunt's

didnthelp,Iatepapelkedag.

Ididntworkmuchthough,mybody

wastiredfromlackofsleep.Ieven

wenttohelpsortoutfilesjustto

avoidseeingpatients.Bylunchtime

Bongiwecalledmetoheroffice,I



guesssherealiseIwasdodgingwork.

Ididntreallycarethough,sofarmy

birthdaywasgreat.Idontneedcake

ormysocalledfriendstohavea

greatbirthday,notevenmydadhad

saidanything.Anywaymydayhas

beenmadealready.

IgottoBongiwe'soffice,shewas

withMphoandsomeofmycolegues.

Theywantedtogivememoneythey

allcollectedformybirthdayandmy

stayinhospital.Itwasenoughtoget

mesomedesignershoes!

Ithankedthemandgavethemhugs.



Theyhadboughtpizzaanddrinks,we

ateastheytriedtosingmeaterrible

happybirthday.

BychailetimeThapelowasalreadyat

theclinic,hewentintousethetoilet

whileIsatinthecar.Hewasinthere

forawhilethatIfellasleepandby

thetimeIwokeupthecarwas

parkedoutsidemyhouse,myold

housewhichlookednewbecauseof

thefewchanges.It'sbeenrenovated!

Andtherewasmydad,mybrothers,

myfriendsandneighbourssinging



happybirthdaytome.

Igotoutofthecarandmydadgave

memyhousekeysback.

"Welcomehomemyprincess!"

Iamback!
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Ihavehadawonderfuldaytodaywith

rosesfrom2ofthebestpeopleinmy

lifeandpizzasbutthefactthatallI



gotfrommyfriendsandfamilywere

justSMSesdidntsitwellwithme,it

nevercrossedmymindthatthey

mightbebrewingsomethingbehind

mybackandthisisnotjust

somethingsmall,theybroughtthat

sunshinebackinmylife.Asfor

gettingmyhouseback,thatwasthe

lastthingonmymind.Iwantedto

comebackandhadhintedaboutthat

severaltimestomydad,Itoldmyself

hedidntwantmecomingback

becauseheneverentertainedmy

hints.Sneakyoldman!

Wow,myhouselooksdifferentand



bigger,IlovedthishouseandIjust

fellinlovewithitalloveragain.Im

gladtherenovatedit,otherwiseI

wouldntbeimpressed.Icouldntwait

togoinsideandseethechanges.

Theyallgavemehugsasthey

droppedhintsabouttheinsideofthe

house,makingmemorecurious.I

couldnthelpbutnoticethatmy

stepmomandherdaughterswerenot

therebutPalediwas.Andoh,Dineo

wasntthereeither,wellIdontblame

herasbothItuandNthabiwehere

actingallloveydovey,holdinghands

andrubbingNthabi'sbabybum.I

haventreallyspokentohersincethat



interventiondaybutshedidsendme

abirthdaymessage.Ihavetocheck

onher,sheneedsme.

Finallyitwastimetogoinsidethe

house!Ohmy...Almosteverything

hasbeenchanged,thekitchen,

sittingroomandanaddeddining

room,thebathroomandmybedroom

thathadalittlewalkinclosetthatI

couldntstopscreamingatwere

amazing,infactthewholehousewas

butmybedroom...Eventhoughthe

sittinganddinningroomswerefullof

decorationsformypartyIstillloved

thenewcouchesandchairs.Diddad



dothisalone?Ifnot,Isureashell

knowthatItumelengwasntinvolved.

Andguesswhat?

My2brothershadbuildthemselves2

bedroomsandabathroomoutside.

Seriously,Icantwaittostartlifewith

my2olderbrothers.Iftheyhavent

thoughtofthisIwouldhavemade

themmoveinwithmeonewayor

another!

Afterallthatthepartystarted,Iwas

sohappytoseepeopleIhaventseen



inawhile,myneighbours,old

coleguesandformerschoolmates.

ThiswasthebestsurpriseIeverhad,

thepresentwereepic,didnteven

openthemandIhadtocutthecake

earlybecausemydadandsomeof

theguestshadtogohomeearly.

AfterthecakeIwalkedmydadtohis

car.

"Thanksdad,foreverything."Isaidas

Igavehimabighug.

"IwishIcoulddomorethough."he

said.



"No,papaIamhappywiththis!"

"Ifeelsobadngwanaka,Ijustwantto

giveyoueverything."mydadsaidand

Ithinkhewascrying.Ihavebeenso

hardonhim,IthinkIhavepushed

himtotryandprovehimselfmoreto

me.Idontwantthat,Ijustwantmy

happyandhealthyfatherbackand

thestrongbondwehad.Sowhat,if

he'slyingtomeabouthimselfand

myaunt,IloveThapeloandIam

gratefulthatheismybrother.Ilost

mymomandIcannotloosemy



fatheroversomethingthatIcannot

change,it'sinthepastandit'sgiven

me2brothers.Mymotherlivedwith

thatandIwillcarryonfromnow.We

saidourtearygoodbyesashegot

intohiscar.Sincemydadremarried

wehavenevereverhadthiskindof

conversationanditfeltsogoodto

knowthatIamstillhisprincess.

BeforegoingbacktothehouseI

decidedtocallmyaunt,she'sbeen

sendingmecallbackseversinceIleft

work.IguessshethoughtIwas

jokingintheletterIlefthereandI

wouldntblamemydadandbrothers



fornottellingherabouttonight,she

wouldhaveruinedeverything.Her

phonerangonceandshepickedup,

"Kelebogile,whatdidIeverdotoyou?

Huh?YoujustleavelikethatasifI

havebeenmistreatingyou.Isthatall

Iget?"shejustjumpedinlikethat.

SheknowswhyIleftbutsheisgoing

toactlikenothinghappened.

"Rakgadi,Ithinkitwastimeformeto

leave."

"Withouttalkingtome?"



"IamsorryRakgadi."Isaidjusttoget

heroffmyback.

"No,Iwonttakethat.Whereareyou,I

thinkyoushouldcomebackhomeso

wecouldtalkthisthrough."

"AowaRakgadi,Icant."

"Ketsebile,Iknewitman!youarejust

likeyourmother.Idonteven..."

Youknowwhatitsmybirthdayand



itsbeenagreatdaysofar,Idont

needthis!Ihanguponher!Shewont

callmeandIamprettysuresheused

upallhercallbacksoIdonthaveto

switchoffmyphone.

Iwentbacktothepartyanddrank

likecrazy,Iwasnotcomfortable

drinkinginfrontofmydadsohere

goes.Khumojoinedmeasherpoor

husbandwatchedon,Itumeleng

forcedhimtodrink,hemadethe"I

amdrivingexcuse"butItoldhimthey

cansleepover,Ididnthavetosay

more.IreceivedanSMSfromDineo

apologisingfornotcoming.Mypoor



friend!

Thepartystillwentonbutlacked

somethingorsomeone,justtospice

thingupforme.Itookmyphoneand

sendanSMS,

'Soyouarenotcomingtomybirthday

party?-_-"

'Comingover!'hereplied...

[8/28,4:24PM]Kelibo:Chapter

137>>>



Yes,you'veguessedthenameright

itsGabriel!IknowIwillbejudgedand

trustmeIwonteventryandjustify

myactions.Ijustwant

companionshipforthenightand

nothingelse,maybewecanclearthe

airandmaybe...NtombiandIcanbe

friends.Well,Idontseethatlastone

happening!Peoplearealreadyliving,

Thapelo,ItuandNthabihavealready

leftforbedandIamnotreadyto

stoppartyingyet.Me,Khumoanda

fewotherpeoplewerestilldrinking

eventhoughnoonewasdancingto

theloudmusicanymore.



GabrielsendmeanSMS,

'Imoutside.'

Iwentoutsidethedoorandhewas

justthereoutsidethewithhisback

againstthedoorandwithhishands

inhispocket.Hesmelledlikehejust

cameoutoftheshower.

"Hey,comein."Isaid.Heslowly

turnedaroundwithasmile,Ismiled

backathimashepulledmeoutside.



"Canwesitoutsideforabit?"he

spokeashestillhadmyhandinhis.

Wewenttothegarageandsatonthe

bootofThapelo'scar.

"Ididntthinkyou'dcome."Isaid.

"Icouldneversaynotoyou."

"Ifthatwastrueyouwouldntbewith

Ntombi.YoureallyhurtmeGabs."

"AndIbelieveIhaveaheartmadeout

ofstone."



"Andwhatsthatsupposetomean?"

"YouliedtomeLebo,Iamstillnot

sureaboutthebabyyou'velost."

"Maybeitwasabadideainvitingyou

over."Isaidandgotoffthecar.I

lookedathimandallhesaidwas,

"Maybe."

IcannotbelieveIcalledhimherefor

himtoinsultme.Ihadthoughtorat



leasthopedtoreachsometypeof

understandingbutIguessIwas

wrong!Andallthisgoestoshowthat

hedoesloveNtombi,hehasmade

hischoiceandIshouldacceptthat

andforgetabouthim.Iwasntthat

drunkasIwasveryawareof

everything,IpromiseyouIwontdare

cryforGabriel,I'dratherdrinkupon

mysorrowsandwakeuptoabright

newdayofnomoreGabriel.Ilefthim

thereandwentbackinsidethehouse,

themusichaddieddownandpeople

weresleepingonmybrandnew

couches,Khumoandherhusband

werenowheretobeseen.Insteadof



goingtobedIswitchedoffthelights

andwenttothefridge.Itookouta

bottleofwineanddrankoutofitin

thedark,itwasntthatdarkasthe

outsidelightwasonandthekitchen

curtainswereopen.

Iwatchedasthedoorwasslowly

beingpushedin,itwasGabriel.I

ignorehimeventhoughhispresence

isunavoidable,Icontinueddrinking,

hewalkedinclosingthedoorbehind

himwithhisheel.Hesatnexttome

andgrabbedthebottlefromme,he

drankfromitthenplaceditonthe

kitchencounter.Weexchangedthe



bottleinsilence,Iwasthelastoneto

finishthelastfewsips.Heshookthe

bottlethenputitdown.Hemoved

closertomeandstartedkissingand

suckingonmyneck.

"Gabriel?"Isaid,hemovedhislipsto

mineasasignofshuttingmeup.

Wekissedfromslowtoabitofafast

pace,hegotmeoutofmyblouseand

releasedmybreastoutofmybra.He

circledhisfingersaroundmynipples

ashebroughthishungrylipsbackto

mine.Ihadwantedtohavesexina



veeeerylongtimeandIamnotabout

tosaynonow.Ilethimgoonashis

lipswenttomynipplesandhishands

tounzipmyskinnyjeansasIheldon

tohisheadpressingitagainstmy

nipples.Hesucked,rolledhistongue

aroundthemandbitabit.Hepulled

myskinnyjeandownalongwithmy

panty,heletgoofmynipplesand

wenttotakecareofmywetself.He

firstusedhisfingersbyjustrolling

themontheoutside,teasingmeasI

yearntobefilled.Iwantedhimright

thereandthen,didntevencareabout

thepeoplesleepingonthecouches.I

spreadmythighsapartwantingto



givehisfingersmoreaccess,he

teasedmelikethatuntilhefinally

slippedinonefinger,two,threethen

hetracedhistongueoutsidebefore

hetookouthisfingersandjustate

mypussylikecrazy.Iwantedto

screamasItriedhardtocovermy

mouthwithmyonehandastheother

washoldingontohishead.Hestuck

histonguedeepinmeashislipstried

toswallowmypussylips.Icouldnt

takethat,Iwantedtocomebutnot

likethis,Iwanthimtofillme.

Ipushedhisheadawayfrommeand

Ithinkhegotthemessageashegot

up.Heunzippedhispantsand



pushedthemdown,hedidnttake

themoff.Heevenhadacondomwith

him,hecamepreparedIsee.

Heputitonthenpulledmeuptohim,

Iwrappedmylegsaroundhiswaist

thenloweredmyselfonhim.Hejust

slippedinandwewentonbumping

andhumpingoneachotherashe

heldontighttomyhips,our

breathingbecamefasterbutwe

madesurenottoalarmanyoneasI

increasedmypaceontopofhim.I

tightenedmylegsaroundhimasI

came,Icouldalsofeelhisbodytense

up.Webothcamehard,wejustheld



tightlytoeachotherbeforeweletgo.

Igavehimapieceoftissuetotake

offthecondon,heputhisjeansback

on.

HowcouldIbesostupid?

"Sonowyouaregoingbackhometo

Ntombi?"Iaskedwishingtodie.
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"Comeonnow,wehadsexandI



neverpromisedyouanything."

Gabrielsaidsoundinglikehedidnt

giveacareaboutme,doingmore

damage.

InmylifeIhavehadgoodandbad

sex,Ihavefakedorgasmswhile

screamingsoloudjusttoaguy's

satisfaction,hadsexwithsmallpenis

Icouldntfeelinsideofmestill

pretendingitwasthebestsexIever

hadbuttrustmeIhavenevereverfelt

thiswayaboutanyofthem.Ididnt

notfeelused,disatisfiedorbadabout

myself,Ijustfeltamoron!Idontneed

togointodetailsaboutthatbuttrust



meIfeltjustasdeep.Iletthisstupid-

horny-foolstripmetomypanties,

suckedandfuckedmelikea

prostitute,onlyaprostitutegetpaid

forhertroublewhileIdontget

nothing.Hedidntevenbothertaking

offhisclothes,heunzippedanddid

me!

Imarchedtothedoorandopenedit

asthefreshairfromoutsidecooled

mybody.Ididntspeak,Ijust

motionedathimwithafingertojust

beatit!Hefoldedhisarmacrosshis

chestandleanedagainstthekitchen

counter.Oh,hethinksIambeing



unfair?Well,Ilivehere!

Iwentbacktohimandpickedupmy

clothes.

"GoodbyeGabrielandIwishyoua

happylifewithNtombi."Isaidcalmly

surprisingmyself,Iwasveryangryto

beactingthatcoolbutwhatisthe

pointoffightingwithhim.Iwanted

thesex,webothdidbutIcant

stomachthefactthatwedidit

behindNtombiwhoiseagerlywaiting

forhimathome.IcantbeGabriel's

sidechick!



"Willyoujustletmetalk."hesaid

softlybehindme.Whateverhehasto

saywontmakeNtombidisappear.I

justwalkedtomybedroomandshut

thedoor,Ifellonmybigbeautifulbed

andwept.

Itotallyhavenodirectioninlife,

especiallyregardingmylovelife.For

allIknowKgosimighthavemoved

onwithsomeoneelse,Isaythat

becauseIknowKgosihasan

appetiteforsexandahugeoneat

that.Someonelikethatwouldnt

spendmorethan2dayswithoutit,he

hastogetitfromsomewherewhileI



amherefeelingguiltyforbeing

satisfiedbyGabriel.That'salie,I

dontfeelanythingmorethanthat.

Ifellasleepintheweeehoursofthe

morningandsleptuntil1pm.Iwas

tiredandstressedandthankGodno

onebotheredme.Iwenttotakea

bath,thehousewasemptyandclean.

ItmusthavebeencleanedbyNthabi.

Itookamomenttoadmirethenew

furniture,IdidntfeelasexcitedasI

wasyesterday.Today,myheartwas

heavy,IdontknowwhatIhavedone

todeservethiscrappylife.



Itookalongsoothingbathhopingto

relax.Itdidntdomuch.

AfterthebathIwentbacktomy

bedroomtogetdressedandfixmy

hairandabitofmakeup.Iwantedto

sleepagainbutIdecidedagainstit.

IwenttothekitchenwhereIfound

Thapeloeating,thoughtIwasalone.

"Heybro."Isaidwithasmile,it

soundedweirdsomehowsayingthat

toThapelo.Healsosmiledbackas

hereplied."Yougoingouttoday?"I

askedhim.



"Nah,wannawatchagameontv."

"Thewholeday?"

"Probably,why?"heasked

suspisciously.

"Because,"heshotmeadrylook,"I

wouldliketoborrowyourcar."Isaid.

Hedidntsayanything,hejust

reachedforhispocketthenhanded

mehiscarkeys.Imurmuredthank

youthenrushedout.Okay,Iwillget



intodetailsofwhatThapelodrives

anddoesforalivingsomeother

times,nowIhavetogo.

Igotintothecarandcheckedmy

phonefirst,Ihadafewmessages

fromGabrielandcallbacksfrommy

aunt.Iputmyphoneawayanddrove

fromKirkneyVillagetoNkweEstate.I

havetoseeKgosi,weneedto

straightenthingsouttoday!Igot

thereandparkedoutside,Istillhad

thekeys.Iopenedthegatebutwent

toknockonthedoor.Therewas

movementinside,Ilookedaroundas

Iwaited,myheartpounding.



Everythingwasstillthesame,aclean

yard,lawnmowedtotheground,

brightflowersandtrimmedplants.A

homewhereIwantedtohavea

family.

"Kelebogile,hi!"thatwasahappy

lookingSara.Igreetedherbackas

sheletmeintothekitchen.

"Sara,IamheretoseeKgosi."

"Kgosi?Kgosihasntbeenherefora

fewdays."



"Oh?"myheartsunk."Ibettergo

then."

"No,dontbesilly.Joinmeforacup

oftea,"shesaidalreaypouringthe

teain2cups."Ihaveheardaboutthe

baby,Iamsosorry.Itreallythrew

Kgosioffthewagon,Icantellyouhe

hasntbeenhimselfsincethen."

"Ididntrealise."

"Sincethenhewouldcomehereand



lockhimselfupinyourbedroomfor

hours."

"Isheatworknow?"

"Ao,kantewhenlastdidyousee

Kgosi?Heboughtanotherhousein

Irene,Igothereoccassionallyto

clean."

Ididntknowthat.

"YoudoknowthatKgosiisproperty

developerinhissparetime,right?He

buys,fixeshouse,sellorrentthem

butheneversaidanythingaboutthis

one."



EverythingthatSaraissayingisnew

tome,Idontevenknowwhattypeof

businessKgosiisinto.

AnywaysinceSaraissoniceand

happytodaymaybeIcanforkout

someinfofromher...
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FirstofallIdidntknowwhatthe

miscarriagehaddonetoKgosi,he

nevershowedanyemotionsorsaid

anythingtome,hewasnteven



shockedwhenherealisedthatIwas

pregnant.Hewasthereforme,he

visitedmeatthehospitalandhe

neverquestionedme.Hemightlook

strongoutsidebutheisonlyhuman

too,Ididquestionhisfeelingsthough

butnothingcameoutofit.Sohe

thoughtthebestwaytodealwiththis

istobreakupbutdeepdownhe

knewhewasactuallycuttingties

withme.Imightnothavementioned

itbutIdidtryhiscellphone,italways

rangonceanditwentstraightto

voicemailandthatcouldmeanone

thing,heblockedmynumber.The

onlylinksIhadtohimwashis



cellphonenumberandthishouse,

nowIcantgetholdofhimandhehas

moved.

"Doyoubyanychanceknowhisnew

address?"IaskedSara.

"Nope,Icanteventakeyouthere,the

placeisstillnewtome."

"Hisofficeaddress?"

"Neverbeenthere."



"Isee."Ifinallysaidthrowinginthe

towel.Thereisnouse,itsover!The

onlythingtodoiswaitforhimto

comebackandIdontseethat

happeninganytimesoon.

"Icanseethatyourrelationshipwith

KgosipuzzlesyouandIcanalsosee

thereisalotyoudontknowabout

him."Sarasaidrefillingmycupoftea.

Ididntseeanypointindenyingwhat

shejustsaid,itstrue.Thefewthings

Iknowabouthimispartofhislifehe

toldmeaboutandthatdoesnt

includehislovelifeandbusinessor

hisrecentlife.



"Icantellyouareagoodgirl

Kelebogile,Ihadmydoubtsatfirst

but...IwanttotellyouabitofwhatI

knowaboutKgosibutremember

thereare2sidestoeachstory."she

saidcatchingmyinterest,I

positionedmyselftolistentoher."I

startedworkingforKgosi10years

ago,hewasyoung,justboughthis

firsthouse.Istartedcleaninghisnew

housesashepaidmeR200foreach

untilhedecidedtoputmeonhis

payroll.Istartedspendingtimewith

him,movingwithhimeachtimehe

boughtanewhouseandIsawthe



kindoflifestylehelived.

Ineverapprovedbuthewasalways

thequiteonesoIcouldnttalktohim.

IntheyearsIhavemetKgosi,Ican

tellyouhehasneverhadagirlfriend

but..."shepausedtolookatme,she

sippedhertea.Iwaitedimpatiently

forhertogoon.Afterafewseconds

shedid,"astringofwomancamein

andoutofhislife,attimeshehad

morethanone,atthesametime."

shewhisperedthelastpartthen

lookedatmyreaction.OfcourseI

wasshocked,IknewKgosihad

differentsexualdesires,ifImaycallit



thatbutorgies?Thatnevercrossed

mymind.

"Doeshestilldothat?"Iasked.

"Cometothinkofit,itsbeenawhile

sinceIsawanyonebutasoflately

he'sbeenverybusy."

Tobehonesttheshockworeoffme

quickly,IhaveseenthewayKgosi

hassex,itscalculatedandwithabit

oftorture.Itwouldntsurprisemeif

thatkindofpersonwasintoorgies...



"So,whatdoyouthinkhedoes

everytimehegoesupstairs?""Ireally

dontknow,Igoupthereeverytimehe

leavesbutyourthingsareasIknow

them."

"CanIgoandcheckplusIwantmy

uniform."IaskedandSaragaveme

thegoahead.Iwonttakemythings,I

mighttakeafewthingsthatImight

needthough."BeforeIgo,whenyou

cleanedupafterhimand

his...uhm...otherwomenwhatdidyou

find?"outofcuriosity.Saralaughed



beforeshewent,

"Nothing,heisatidyman."

ThatmuchIknow.

Iwentupstairstothebedroom,itwas

cleanandspotless.Idontknowwhat

isitthatIamlookingforthatSara

couldntfind,Iknowshedoesnttake

shortcutswhenshecleans.Iwent

throughmyclothesandpickedthe

onceIwanted,Idontknowwhat

happenedorwhereitcamefrombut

somethingfellonme.Ialmost



screamed!Itwasanphotoalbum,I

pickeditupandwenttositonthe

bedandlookedatit.Ithadlotof

photosofaninfantthatIknewwas

Kgosi,inmostofthemhewaswitha

womanthatIbelievedwashismom.I

wentthroughthemasIsawphotos

ofhimfromhischildhoodupuntilhe

wasateenager,hehasntchanged

much,thecoldeyeswerethereand

hehadasmileineveryphotohewas

withhismom.Iwentthroughthe

albumthentherewereafewblank

pages,Iskippedthepagesthen...

Apictureofme...



Inmygraduationgown...Hemust

havetakenitfrommyhouse.

Inthatsamepagetherewashis

graduationphotobutbetweenthat

photoandminetherewasababy

scan.

Ourbabyscan.

AtfirstIdidntunderstandbut

somethingtoldmethattheblank

spaceinthealbummeanttheendof



anoldlifeandthebeginningofanew

one.

Kgosiwantedalifewithme.

Justthethoughtmademegetup,

grabmyclothesandrandownstairs,I

didntseeSarasoIjustrantothecar

anddrovebackwithconfussioninmy

mindandtears.

WhenIgothome,afterparkingthe

carIwentinsidethehouse,my2

brotherswereinthekitchen.



Ijuststoodatthedoorandcried,they

bothcametome.
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Allofus,eachandeveryoneofus

leadsdifferentlivesfollowedby

paststhatwemightormightnotbe

proudof.WhatIhaveheardfrom

SaraandwhatIhaveseeninthe

bedroomdidntgotogether,Kgosi

doesntstrikemeassomeonewho

wouldsitdownandputaphoto

albumtogether.Theorgies?Yes,that



Icanseehiminthem.DoIstillwant

him?Thatisweretheconfussion

getsworse.

AsmuchasIwasconfusedIfelta

senseofsafetyIhaveneverfeltinmy

entirelife,beinginthearmsofmy2

angrybrothersgavemethat.Isay

theyareangrybecausetheywere

fumingdemandingtoknowwhatgot

meinapooloftears.Believeme,

accordingtothemtheyarereadyto

killandburywhoevergotmeinsuch

astate.

Icomeintomyrelationshipwith



Kgosiwitharockypast,Iamnot

perfectbutwhatIwasisshortof

nothingtowhatKgosiwasorisstill

is.Mypastlife:Ihatedbeingtoldhow

tolivemylife,hadmyfirstdrinkat16,

engagedinastringofsexualpartners

withonenightstands.Ineverreally

hadaboyfriendbutIgrewupfrom

thatthenImetKgosiandGabriel.I

taughtmyselftolovethroughthem.

IhangontomybrothersasIcried

andsearchedmymindforaway

forward.Thequestionthathaunted

methemost:whatdoIdowithKgosi?



"IthinkIneedtogoliedown."Isaid

releasingmyarms.Theybothlooked

atmequestionably.

"Areyousure?"Thapeloaskedme.I

nodmyheadyesathim.

Theyletmegoeventhoughthey

werenotsatisfied,Ijustdidnthave

anythingtotellthemandhadtothink

ofastorytospinthem.

IknowIwontbeabletosleep,Ijust

satonthebedandthoughthard

aboutKgosi...Ihavetospeaktohim



butwhereorhowdoIfindhim?I

stayedinmyroomforlikeanhour

tryingtothink,itdoesntmatterhow

disgustingthethoughtoforgiesisto

mestillIlovedKgosi,Idontthinkthat

willchangejustovernight.

Iheardsoundsofplatesinthe

kitchenandrealisedthatIhaventhad

anythingsincemyparty,Iwasbloody

hungry!

Iwenttothekitchenandfound

Itumelengbusywithlunch.Helooked

upatmefromslicingthecucumber

andwent,



"Iknewthatthatwillgetyour

attention."

IheardalaughanditwasThapelo

comingbehindme.

"Iguessyouarefeelingbetternow."

Thapelosaidgivingmeahug.

"HopeitsnotGabriel,Igavehima

beatingthelasthemessedwithyou,

youbetterstaytheheckawayfrom

himtoo."Itusaidpointingatmewith



aknife.IfonlyheknewthatGabswas

justherelastnight.

"Ifitsnothimthenyouwillbeatthe

heckoutofthisonetoo?"

"Ahhh...soitsaguy?"Thapelo

cheerfullypointedout.

"Andwherethehelldoeshecome

fromsosoonafterGabriel?"Itu

askedasIshothimanastylook.

"Comesitdown,Ithinkitstimewe



hadthetalk."Thapelosaidpullingout

achairforme.Theybothlaidoutmy

lunchinfrontofme,theysatdown,

Thapelowentfirst,

"Idontreallyhavethatmuch

experiencewithwomenbutonething

Icantellyou,donttrustmen,except

usherebecausewearenotgoingto

breakyourheart."

ThenItumeleng,

"He'sright,youareandyouwillone

daymeettherightmanthatwe..."he



saidpointingathimselfandThapelo,

"aregoingtohavetoapproveoff

first."

Thapelo:

"Rightnow,itstimetolearnfromyour

previousrelationships'mistakes."

So,thatshow"thetalk"goes?

This2arejusthavingafieldday

mockingme,Ihaveserious

relationshipissuetodealwithbutI



thinkeventhoughIamhurtIcan

distancemyselffromGabrielnowon.

Ilistenedasmycluelessbrothers

wenton,thewaytheywheregoingI

couldtelltheyaretheonesthat

needs"thetalk".

"Okayjusttellusaboutthisnewguy

ofyours."Itumelengsaidand

Thapeloadded,

"Ja,wewanttoknowwhatkindofa

guyheisbeforewemeethim."



Ohno,thisiswhereIdrawtheline.

Theymightdishouttheirlame

advicesalltheywantbutdiscussing

myrelationshipwiththemisnogo

area.

"Okay,thisisgoingwaytoofarnow

andveryuncomfortable."Isaidtaking

mylunchtomybedroom.They

shoutedbehindme,

"Tellhimhe'sdeadmeatifhedares

hurtyou."

AndsomeothercrazystuffasIshut



thedoor,Ileanedagainstthedoor

andlaughedsohardIalmostspilled

thejuiceintheglassthatIwas

holding.Iwenttositonthebedand

ate,thefoodwasgood.

AftereatingIpeekedthroughthe

doorandlistentotheirvoices,Iheard

nothing.Iquickyrantothekitchen

onlytofindThapelothere,Ialmost

ranbackbeforehesawmeand

laughed.Heknewtheyweresaying

crazythingstomeearlier,he

continuedlaughing.Iputmyplateon

thekitchenandtookthewetdish

cloth,Ihithimwithitandhesplashed



thedirtywaterinthesinkatme.I

screamedashelaughed,

"Hello!"

ThatwasDineoscreamingatus

standingatthedoor.Westoppedand

lookedather.

"Wow!"thatcamefromThapeloand

allhegotfromDineowasahuge

smile.

OhnoDineo!
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Loveatfirstsightmyfoot!Dineohad

lovedandadoredItuwithallshehad

andstillheadoverheelswithhim,no

matterhowbadorhowmanytimes

hehashurthershewouldalways

havehopeandkeeplookingbackand

putallherfocushisway.Sosheisa

longshotfromrecoveringfromthat

heartbreakandnowshecantbe

mixinganyofthatwithThapelo.

ThapeloisItu'sbrotherforheaven's

sake,youcannevereverdateor

crossthis2,brothersandfriends,



keepawayladies.IdontthinkItu

wouldmindthemdatingsincehe

neverlovedDineobutIdontapprove.

IwantDineotobehappywithagood

guywhowillloveandrespectherfor

whosheis.Don'tgetmewrong

Thapeloisnotthatbadforherbut

notinthislifetime.Thingshappen

andnothingevergoesaccordingto

plan.Iknowhowallthisgoes,Ihave

beenthecentreof2guysandlook

howitisnow.Ifshegetsinvolved

withThapeloIknowitwouldbeto

spiteItuandsheisjustgoingtohurt

herselfevenfurther.Revengeisnota

dishbestservedcoldwherematters



oftheheartisconcerned,thisisnot

justsuicidebutmygirlisgoing

bungeejumpingwithoutarope.It's

obsessionmixedwithemotionsall

abouttoexplodeinherprettyface.

IwouldntblameThapeloifhefellfor

Dineo,sheisacrazybeautifulfully

figuredyellowbonegirlwhodoesnt

letherweightgetinthewayofher

ambitioneventhoughshehasbeen

ondietseversinceIhavemether,

noneofwhichshesawthrough,she

neverthinksbeforeshetalksandfun

tobearound.Shehashadherfair

shareoffailedrelationshipsthat



noneeverlastedforayearoreven6

monthandshehasnevermetanyone

asItu,shealwayssaysthat.

AsforThapeloheisthetotal

oppositeofwhatDineowantsina

guythatswhyIthinkDineoshould

stayaway.Heisanengineerata

mineinBrits,hasahousetherethat

heisnowrentingout,inshort

Thapeloisyourtypicalboringnerd

whodrivesaQ7andaMazda3,nice

carsbutstill...Ihaveneverseenor

heardthathehasagirlfriend,always

busy.



So,nowit'suptometomakesure

thatDineo'splandoesn'tgothrough.

Ilookedatbothoftheirhappyfaces

andIwantedtodosomethingjustto

makesurethattheydontendup

togetherandalonebutbeforeIknew

itDineohadshovedwhatlookedlike

mybirthdaypresentsintomyarms

andwentstraighttoThapelo.Iwas

lefttryingtoholdontothepaperbag

thathadthingsfallingout.Itseemed

likesheandThapeloalreadyknew

eachotherasshegottohimand

went,

"Didyougetthatmusicyoupromised



me?"

"Ofcourse,sitdown."Thapelosaid

usheringhertoachairatthekitchen

counterashegothislaptopthatwas

notfarfromwhereDineowassitting.

BeforeheevensatdownnexttoherI

threwthepaperbaganditsfalling

contentonthekitchencounterand

positionedmyselfrightwereThapelo

wasabouttosit,forcingThapeloto

takeachairnexttomesoIwas

sittingbetweenthem.Theydidnt

evenmindmeasThapelowent

throughhislaptopplayingmusicthat

excitedhimandDineoonlybecause



tomeitsoundedlikecrackingof

musicinstrument,somebeatsgoing

crazy,okaysimpletermterrible

music!

Ifoundmyselfyawningeventhough

theytalkedaboutDJsIdidnteven

knowtheirnames.IknowIam

cluelesswhenitcomestomusicbut

comeon...Thiscrackingsounds

wouldboreyoutoo...

"Okay,enoughofthiscrazystuff,

DineoIhavesomegoodmusiconmy

phoneletsgotomyroom."Isaid

gettingoffmychairencouragingher



too,onlymakingroomforbothof

themtogetclosertoeachotheras

Thapelosatonmychair.Iwasso

annoyedIwenttothefridge,opened

itandevenbangedcupboardsdoors

fortheirattention.Theyjustignored

meandwentongettingallworkedup

aboutthehorriblemusic.Igaveup

andwenttomybedroom,Iplayedmy

ownversionofgoodmusic,whichis

reallygoodmusiconmyphone.

Finallyafterwhatseemedlikeages

Dineocametomyroom.

"Youareinhere?"sheasked



soundingsurprised.Sheisforgetting

thattheymademedisappeareven

thoughIwasrightthere,theywanted

mykitchenformyselfandtheygotit.

"Mxm!"

"Whatnow?"

"Dineo,whatareyouplayingat?How

doyouevenknowThapelo?"

"Icamehereyesterdayduringtheday

andNthabiintroducedus."



"Nthabi?Youtooarenotonspeaking

terms."Isaidsurprised,Iwasntthere

yesterdaytoseeboththeirscheming

facesbutIsureashellcanseewhat

theyarebothtryingtodo,theyare

usingThapelotobenefitboththeir

asseswhereItumelengisconcerned.

Trustmeit'snotthathardtofigure

out!

"Wellwhateverbutshedid."shesaid

throwingherhandsasasignof

sayingletitgo.Thiswillsureashell

backfireintheirfacesandoneof



themwillbebadlyhurt.Ihavea

feelingit'sgoingtobeDineo!

Iletthewholethinggoasshehad

comeinwithmybirthdaypresentthat

Ihadforgotteninthekitchen.This

friendofmine,thisgirliscrazy.She

hadnicelywrappedalittlepink

vibratorandotherwrappedthings

werecuffs,blindfoldsandfeathers.

AssoonasIopenedthemweburst

outlaughing.IknewIhadexpect

nothingbutcrazinessfromher.She

giggledasshelaidthemallouton

thebed.



"MaraDineo,Ihaveabiggerdildo

thanthisthing."Ijockinglysaid.

"Heeeebanna,Iknow.Youforgotyou

toldmethatyouaresingle,youdont

havehandstouchyourselfalloverso

thissmalloneisforforeplay."

Seriously?Lol!

"Andtheotherstuff?"

"ToremindyouofKgosi,Ihavefaith



inyouguys."Dineosaidmakingme

smile.Idontknowwhattothink

anymoreaboutourrelationship,me

andKgosi.Imisshimsobadandthe

thoughtofhimnotbeinginmylife

anymorescaresme,alot!

DineoleftjustbeforeItucameback,

hestilldoesnthaveacarandIheard

Thapelosayinghecamewithafriend.

WebothuseoneofThapelo'scars.

Ituandhisfriendwereoutsidetalking

whileThapeloandIwatchedtv.After

sometimetheywalkedinsidethe

houseandguesswhoisItu'sfriend.



DAVID!!!

TheguythatIwassupposetohave

sexwithatthecheaphotel.

Ituintroduceus,itseemsDavidisnot

justItu'sfriendbutcoleaguetoo.A

policeofficer!Heactedlikehedidnt

knowme,wellsuitsme!

Heaskedforaglassofwateras

soonashesatdownandIhadtogo

getitforhim.Idid.



Icamebackwiththeglassofwater

andgaveittohim.Ashetookthe

glassoureyeslockedandhislips

spelledout,

"Youoweme."thenwithasmile

followedaverypolite"Thankyou."
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Earlieronyouwouldhaveswornthat

thisguydidn'treallyknowwhoIwas,

heactedasthoughIwasn'teven

thereandIpreferreditthatway.Our



handshakesseemedprofessionas

thoughwewereabouttodobusiness

togetheranddon'tcareabout

anythingelseotherthanthat,abitof

eyecontactandabriefshakeofthat

andpleasantrymurmurs,brilliant

actor!Heevenmademewinceabit

whenhedecidedtospellthefactthat

hestillremembersme,Ididn'tknow

howtoreact.ForamomentIlooked

abitofafool.

AfterhetooktheglasstohismouthI

wenttomybedroomtocalmmyself.

Ineededto.Davidisaveryattractive

man,butIwasn'tintohimeven

thoughIwascurious.Whatwould



havehappenedifIhadhadsexwith

himthatnightatthehotel?Isheas

goodashelooks?

AllofasuddenIhadthisthoughts,

imaginingthingsastheywouldhave

happenedthatnight.Mymindwas

workingovertimeandtakingme

placesIshouldn'tbegoing.Ohno,I

justhavetomakesureweneverget

thechancetospeakorbealone!

ImadesureIwasinmyactingmode

likehewasthenIwentbacktothem

andcontinuedchattingasifnothing

happened.Davidalsowentbackto



actingasthoughwe'venevermetbut

hiswereconstantlyglaringmyway,

hetriedbutthistimeitwasn'teasy

andsomehowIfeltincontroland

lovedit,haven'thadthatkindof

effectonanyone.LateronThapelo

andIwenttocooksupperinthe

kitchen.Ididmostofthepeelingas

Thapelotextedandlaughedathis

phone.

"Dineo?"Iaskedhim.Heflashedme

asmilethejustgothisattentionback

tohisphone.



IstoodnexttohimandbeforeIcould

takeagoodpeekatwhohewas

chattingwithheputhisphone'sscree

onhischestandhewent,

"What?"

"Iamjustworriedaboutyou?"

Helookedatmeabitconfusedthen

laughed,

"SothisisaboutmeandDineo?She

toldmeeverything."hesaidstill



smiling.

"Issheyourfirstgirlfriend?"

Helaughed!

"Iam25,Ihavebeenaroundthe

gamegirl."

Idon'tbelievehim,hedidsayheis

notthatexperiencedwithwomanand

Iknowheloveshisjobmorethan

anything,andthatjobkeepshimvery

busy.



HeknowsaboutItuandDineobuthe

doesn'tmindthateither,hopeDineo

doesn'tgethurt,Iamscaredforher.

"SoyouandDineoareanitem?"

"Idon'tknow,sheisfuntobearound

and...Ijustdon'tknow..."hesaidwith

asmile.Hedoesloveher,heisafraid

tojustsayitoutloudtome.Ifhealso

aplayerlikeItu,brotherornotIwill

crushhim.

"Justbecareful."thatjustcameout.



"Areyouwarningmeagainstyour

friend?"

"No...Iamonlylookingoutforyou."

"Thanksbutnothanks."hesaidthen

wentbacktohisphone.

IneedtotalktoDineo,butstillIknow

shewontlistentome.Sheisnot

stubbornjuststupid,sobadthateven

sometimessheadmitittoo.



Thapelogottiredofhisphoneand

finallyhelpedwiththecooking.As

soonashedidIsatdownand

watched,itwasmyturn.Wespoke

butmostlyabouthisjob,hewasn't

goingintomuchdetailsjustwhyhe

lovedit.Whiletalkingthedoor

openedandPalediwalkedin.

Wherethehellhasshebeen?Ieven

forgotthatshewasatmypartythen

disappeared,sheisstillwearingthe

sameclothesmindyou.Iwassmiling

atherasshecamein,shelooked

veryexcitedbutthatwasshortlived

asItucamebudginginwith,



"Wherethehellhaveyoubeenwena?"

"Buti,IcalledMamaandexplained."

shesaidsoundingscared.IknowI

amusedtobeingaroundahappyand

eversmilingItuandthissideofhisI

wasneverreadyfor.Heshowedso

muchangerIhaveneverseenbefore!

"Explainwhat?BofebePaledi?"

"Aowabuti!"Paledisoundedshocked.



"Wena,Iamsickandtiredofyour..."

ItuspokeasheapproachedPaledi.

Hewasabouttoraiseahandonher

ifonlyThapeloandIdidn'tjump

betweenthemandthathandalmost

landedonmyface.Davidhadalso

cametothekitchenandwasholding

afuriousItuback.

"Youknowwhattakeherawayfrom

me,fromthishousetonight."Itusaid

pointingatacryingPalediashe

pulledhimselfoutofDavid'shands.I

lookedatThapelowhowent,



"IhavetobeinBritsinacoupleof

hours."

WithoutanyhesitationorwarningItu

went,

"DavidsortthisoneoutformeIhave

tobeatworkandtakeLebowith

you."

Woooo...Waitaminute!Howdidwe

gettothis?

Icouldn'tevenaskItuthatashe

stormedout.Iwasleftaloneinthe



kitchenasPaledisaidshewantedto

takeashowerfirst,Thapeloalso

wenttogetreadytoleaveandDavid

wenttowatchTV.

DamnyouItumelengforputtingme

inthisawkwardposition,whatthe

heckamIgoingtodonow?Gosh,I

needtobecalmdownandIhaveto

startnowbeforeweleave.

IfinishedsupperthatIknowwillbe

untouched,nooneseemedtobein

themood!Thapeloleftanditwas

timetotakePaleditoSoshanguve.

IsatwithPalediatthebackseat



whileDaviddrove.Hedroveinsilence

buthewouldoccasionallylookatthe

reviewmirror,oureyeswouldmeet

andhewouldgivemealookthatsaid,

"Youknowitwillbejustthe2ofus

whenwecomeback."

AndbeforePaledigotoffthecarshe

whispered,

"Hewantsyouandheishot."

Wegiggledandsaidourgoodbyes.



Wedroveoff,Ididntchangeseats

andthistimeeverytimewelocked

eyesinthereviewmirrorwewould

smileateachother.

Whenwegotbackatthehouseand

inside,wecouldntkeepourhandsoff

eachother.Wekissedasweheaded

tothe3seatercouchand...

Wehadsex!!!

[8/28,4:27PM]Kelibo:Chapter

143>>>



"Pleasegetyourclothesandleave."I

saidjustaftercatchingmybreathas

whathappenedwasstartingtosink

in,itwasanintensesession,a

flippinggoodonethatlastedfor

about20minutesyetiffeltlikethe

biggestmistakeofmylife.Ididn't

thinkofstoppingandusemymind

becauseifIhadIwouldn'tbe

engagingincasualsexwithamanI

onlymettwiceandworstpartheis

mybrother'sfriend.itwasprotected,

yesbutIcanthelpit,Ifeelterrible.I

amattractedtoDavidanditsnot

sexually,Ican'texplain...Iameven



confusingmyself.

HewassurprisedandIamsurehe

heardmeverywellashesatup

straightonthecouchandgavemea

properlook.

"Idon'tunderstand."hesaidshaking

hisheadandusinghisshirttowipe

thesweatoffhisfaceandchest.

Ipickeduphisclothesandthrew

themathim.Hestoodnakedandjust

watchedme,hedidn'tcatchhis

clothes,hejustletthemhithimand

fellonthefloor.Iwanthimtoleave,



thesideofhimjustmakesmefeel

lessofmyself,noneofthisishis

faultbuthecouldhaveatleasttried.

"Look,canweatleasttalkabout

this."

"Justleave!"Ishoutedathim.

"Okay,fine,letmegetdressed."he

saidandIhuggedthecrushed

cushionnexttomenotevenlooking

athim.



"Look,Idon'tfeelcomfortableleaving

youlikethis."hesaidandjustthe

soundofhisvoicemademelooseit

evenmore.Whycantheunderstand

thatIdon'twanttoseehimorhear

hisvoice.Thisisnotevenabouthim,

itsallme,itsallmystupidityandmy

inabilitytosayno.Igotupand

pushedhimtothedoorscreamingat

him,hedidn'tfightme.Afterclosing

thedoorIleanedagainstitandcried,

Iamloosingmyselfandactinglikea

whore.WhycantIjustbenormallike

everyoneelse?Ihatemyself!

Iamdoingallthewrongthings,it



didn'ttakemethisquicktohavesex

withGabrielandKgosi.Thesexwith

Daviddisgustme,he'smybrother's

friend,thatkeepsonreplayingitself

overandoveragainbuttheworstis

thatIgaveinsoeasily.Unlikethe

firsttimeIdidn'tthink,Iopenedand

lethimgivememepleasure.Ilonged

foritbutthatisnotanexcuseto

behavethewayIdid.IfItumeleng

findsoutheisnotgoingtokillDavid

alonebutmetoo,Iknowmybrother

hasashorttemperandveryquickon

thehand.

ImadesureIthrewthecondomand



sprayedthewholehousewithair

freshener.Itookalongshower

hopingtofeelbetter,Iwillbeclean

butnotenoughtocleanthefactthat

DavidandIhadsex.Idon't

understandwhyIfeellikethis,Icant

evenpictureusdatingortryingto

makethiswork.

AftertheshowerIwenttowatchTV,I

cantgotobedfeelinglikethisand

maybetheTVwilldistractme.Ifell

asleeponthecouchandIwaswoken

upbyItuinthemorning.



"Howdiditgolastnight?"heasked

meashesatdownwithaplateof

food.

"Whatdoyoumean,whatdidDavid

saytoyou?"Iaskedjumpingoffthe

couch.Itulookedatmewithabitof

confusionashesaid,

"Ihaven'tseenorheardfromDavid

sinceIleftyouallherelastnight."

"Oh...Uhm...Thoughtmaybehesaid

somethingbadaboutPaledi."



"Anywayletmecallhim."hespokeas

hegotupandwenttohisroom,well

justhopeheisnotasellout.

Ididn'tknowwhattodowithmyself

forthewholeday,Thapelodidn't

comebackandItuhadtogosee

Nthabi.Iate,sleptandwatchedTV.I

calledmyfriendsanditfeltlikeIwas

disturbing,everyonehasalifeexcept

me.Ievenwenttothekitchenand

baked,Imade20litrebucketof

sconesandcheesecake.Ifinished

andcleaned,asIopenedthedoorto



sweepoutthedirtDavidwas

standingatthedoor,Iwantedtoshut

itinhisfacebutitwastoolate,he

wasalreadyinside.

"Whatdoyouwant?"Ifuriouslyasked

him,IthoughtIwouldneverseehim

again.

"Canwetalk?"hesaidwithhishands

inhispockets.

Iignoredhimandwentonsweeping.

Ifinishedandhewasnowsitting

downinthekitchen.



"David,again,whatdoyouwant?"

"Iwanttotalkaboutlastnight."

"Whataboutit?Wehadsex,nowyou

wantustobeinarelationship?"

"Oh."

"Oh?"

"UnlikeyouIhavefeelings."



"So,nowyougottheminvolved?"

"Whyareyoulikethis?Ididnotsleep

thewholenightbecauseIfeltterrible.

Idon'tunderstandswhathappened

lastnight,itfeltlikeIhadforcedyou

tohavesexwithme.DidIhurtyou

maybe?"heaskedmelookinglikehe

wasabouttocry.Hislipsweresodry,

hewasreallyworried.Ihadfeltso

dirtyandbadafterthesexIdidn't

thinkwhenIkickedhimout.

"Youdidnothingwrong.Ijustdidn't



wanttohavesex."Isoftlysaidfeeling

stupid.

"DidIforceyou?"

"No,Irealisedthatafterwewere

done."

"Look,Irespectyourbrotherandour

friendship,Iwouldn'ttowanttoruin

whatwehaveoverthisandIwont

hateorbemadatyouifyouwantto

forgetaboutlastnight.Itwasgood

butIwillbehappywithanythingyou

want."



"IamreallysorryDavid,mylifeis

mixedupandthelastthingIwantis

tofindmyselfengaginginsexwith

manIhardlyknow."

"Ouch!"hesaidholdingtohischest.

"I'msosorry."

Helaughedandwent,

"It'sokay,IunderstandIamnot

perfecteither."



"Butyouareagoodguy."

Heshruggedhisshouldersand

winkedatme.

"Ireallywanttoforgetaboutlast

night,nevertoberepeatedne?"

Henodhisheadyesashesmiled.

"Onemorething,"hesaid,"Kgopeladi

scones."

"Iwillgiveyouunderonecondition."



Helookedatmewithasmile,"Can

webefriends."

"Sure."hesaidandpickedupone

freshsconesthatwasonthekitchen

counter,Imadeusteaandwespoke

aboutItumeleng.Sincewecouldn't

talkaboutthesexwecandoone

thingthatwehaveincommon,Itu.

HetoldmeaboutItu'stemperand

howbossyheisatwork.Davidis

reallyawonderfulguythatwould

makesomegirlveryhappy,maybeI

shouldsethimupwithDineo.They

wouldmakeaverygoodcouple,I

wantedtoaskhimabouthislovelife



butitfelttoosoonconsideringwe've

startedoverasfriends.

"IbetterleavebeforeIfinishallthis

muffinsofyours,theyaregood."he

saidgettingup,Idecidedtopack

someforhimthenwalkedhimtohis

car.Hegavemeahugbeforehegot

intohiscaranddroveoff.

Iwentbacktothehouseandwashed

thedisheswe'veusedfortea.Idon't

knowwhyIhadsexwithDavidinthe

firstplace,rightnowstandinginfront

ofhimdoesnothingtomeevenwhen



hegavemeahugIfeltnoconnection.

Idon'twanttobelikethis,Idon't

wanttogoaroundhavingsexwith

differentmenandnotfeelanything

afterwards.Ineedtostopnowbefore

itgetsworse,sofromtodayonifI

amhornyit'smeandmyvibratorand

ifIneedforeplayIwouldratherwatch

pornthewholesaytogetmyselfvery

verywet.

ButbeforeIcouldcommitmyselfto

thatIneedtotieonelastlooseend.

Itookmyphoneandsendamessage,



'Hey,canIseeyou?'

'NtombiishomeI'llsneakouttoyour

placejustnow.'

Ohwell,I'mgoingoverthere...
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GabrielthinksIamthatstupidtocall

himhereforsexagain,afterwhat

happenedthelasttime,I'llbe

damned!Eventhoughthatis

somethingthatIwouldjumpintoif



heoffers,ImisshimsomuchthatI

sometimeswishNtombiwouldjust

disappearandnevercomeback,I

knowwhatyouarethinking,Iama

whorewholacksselfcontrol.Iagree

withyou,IloveGabrielsomuchthat

ithurts,theguyhasshownmewho

hereallyisbutstillmyheartis

hooked.Explainingitfurtherjust

makesmelookmoredesperatebut

thetruthisIwanthim.

Inlifewealldothingsthatnot

everyonewouldagreewith,hereIam

tornbetween2guys.Inevercared

abouthavingaboyfriendandbeing

cheatedonuntilIdecidedIwanted



MrRight.Iamgivingmyselfsome

timetosortmylovelifeoutandif

thingsdon'tworkouttrustmeIhave

noproblemgoingbacktotheoldme.

IamgoingtoGabriel'shouseandI

havetomakesurethatIlookmybest,

hedidsayhispreciousNtombiis

home.Ihadtobequickthough

beforeGabrielcomesherefirst,heis

probablymincinghisbrainsonhow

tosneakoutofthehouse.Itooka

quickshower,woremytightfitting

dressthatclungtomyeverythingand

shownmyspecialassetsthanksto

goodunderwearbyKgosi'scredit



card.Icombedmyweavetotheside

torevealonelongsilverearringon

theotherside,myredhighheelsto

matchmyblackdress,abitofmake

upnottoomuchbutIcouldnthelpit

withtheperfume.Ilookedatmyself

inthemirrorandIwassatisfied!

Gabrielsendmeamessage,

'Stayput,Iwillbeoutjustnow.'

Worksforme.



Itookasmallclutchbagandputmy

perfume,lipstickandcellphoneinside.

IwalkedoutofmyroomlikeIwasa

model,Thapelowasinthekitchen

eatingthesconesImadeandwhenI

walkedinhewent,

"Ohplease,thesconessmelledso

goodnowyou'veruinedmyappetite."

"Myperfumesmellsgoodtoo."Isaid

grabbinghiscarkeys.

"Whereareyouoffto?"



"Togetmyman!"

"Pleaseputmykeysdownbecause

thatmanyouaregoingtobetterbea

gentlemantodriveyoubackhome

himself."

Well,heisright!Itossedthekey

acrossthecountertohimandturned

around.Iwavedhimgoodbyeas

walkedout.

IquicklywalkedtoGabriel'shouseas



myweavebouncedonmyshoulders

likethoseVictoriasecretmodels.

AndluckymeIdidn'tbumpinto

Gabrielonhiswaytomyhouse,

unlesshechangedstreet,Iwillbe

pissedoff!

WhenIgottherethegatewasopen

andNtobi'sMiniCooperwasparked

outside.Myheartkindofsankabit

butIhavetobestrongasitstarted

beatingfaster!Irememberafew

timesIhavebeenhere,Ihaveslept

onthesamebedhenowshareswith

her.Itwasnevermine,Mbalionce

toldme!Iknockedontheopendoor

andNtombicametothedoor,the



pregnancyhadreallychangedthegirl.

Shehadgainedweight,wasdarker

andhaddryrashonherface.Fora

minuteIdidn'trecogniseherbutI

couldneverforgetmyrival,the

minuteshelaidhereyesonmeher

expressionchangedtothatof

disgust.Ishouldbetheonegiving

herthatlook,Ihaven'tchanged.

Askies!

"Whatdoyouwant?"sheaskedme.

Herchestwasrisingupanddown,I

couldseeshewasfurious.



"CalmdownIamheretoseeGabriel."

Isaidtryingtotouchherbutshe

slappedmyhandaway.

"GetawayfrommeIcantstandyour

cheapperfume."

"Askies,I..."

"Stopapologisingandleave!Leave..."

sheshoutedasshepushedme.

"StopitNtombioryou'llhurt

yourself."Isaidstandingfirm,ifI



moveshemightfallandifanything

happenstohershe'llpinitonme.

"Whywontyouleaveusalone?Leave,

youbitch!"

"Hey,heywhatsgoingon...?"Gabriel

shoutedbehindNtombibutstopped

tolookatme.IknowIlookedbetter

thanthelasttimehesawmeandhe

hashasalwaysadmiredmylooks.

Thathungrylookonhisface,

priceless!

"Stopstaringatherandtellherto



leave!"anangryNtombisaid.

"Look,Ididn'tcomeheretofight."I

softlysaid.

"Ithought...Youknowwhatnever

mind.Whatdoyouwant?Youare

upsettingmyfiance!"Gabssaidasif

tohurtmeandyeshedid.

"Icameheretoapologisefor

everythingIdidtoyouNtombi."Isaid,

thatwasntmyintentionwhenIcame

herebutIwanttosealthisthingonce

andforall.Theyhavemadeahome



andfamilyforthemselveshere,Icant

bareseeingmyselfcomebetween

themanymore.Ilostmybaby

becauseofstressandIdon'twant

thattohappentoanotherwoman,it

doesn'tmatterifitsmyenemy.They

bothlookedatmewitheyesthatsaid

"wedontbelieveyou"andIdon't

blamethem."Iamtiredoffighting

withyouNtombi,you'vewonGabriel.

I'vetriedtowinhimbuthewasnever

mine."

Ntombijustlookedatme,shemight

bebeautifulandhavewontheman

butthetruthisIwillalwaysbea



threattoher,sheseesmeasIsee

herbutwell,attheendshecameout

ontop.

"Youknowwhat,youcansay

whateveryouwanttosayIforgave

youalongtimeagoandIsuppose

youthinkwecouldbefriends?"

Bitch!

HereIamtryingtoplayniceandshe

justhavetogivemethatone

innocentsweetbuthotattitudeand

playvictim.Sheistheonethat's



supposetoaskformyforgiveness,

shewrongedmebystealingGabriel

frommebutthat'sinthepastandI

amtryingtobethebiggerperson.It

stillhurtsthough.

"IjustwantpeaceNtombi,Imightbe

onmyknees,literallybutthatdoesn't

necessarymeanIamdesperate."I

saidtohermakingitclearthathaving

Gabrieldoesn'tmakeherQueenof

theuniverse,sheisjustagirlfriend

withapolishedtitleofafiance.

"Isthatallthen?"sheaskedmewith



anotherattitude.Sheisjustfullofit!

IlookedatGabrielwhojuststood

thereasthoughhejustsawamagic

trickthatheistryingtofigureout.I

knowheneverthoughtIwouldever

getoverhim,wellhereIamfakingit

likehellandit'sworkingforme.He

stilllooksasgoodasthefirsttimeI

sawhimthough,Ishouldhave

judgedhimbasedonthatfirsttime

encounterwhenhegavemethat

stinkyattitude.

"No,"Isaid,withmyeyesstilllooking

atGabrielIwent,"Gabrieldoyou



mindgivingmeKgosi'soffice

address?"

ApartfromthatcharadeIjustpulled

thisiswhatIactuallycameherefor.

IdidtellThapelothatIamgoingto

getmyman...
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Iflookscouldkill,Gabriel'slook

wouldhavekilledandburiedme

shem.Itwasn'tdisgustbutpure



jealousyandNtombiwhowasdying

tounderstandwhatwasgoingon

couldn'thavemissedthosebeautiful

lazyeyesdirectedatme.Asawoman

Iwouldkillsomeoneifmyman

lookedatanotherwomanwiththose

eyes.Satisfied?Yes,becausedeep

downIknowhelovesmemorethan

helovesher,Iamnotlyingtomyself.

Ifhecouldhewouldhavedumped

heralongtimeago,itseemsas

thoughshehassomekindofhold

overhimthatIdon'tunderstandand

bythetimeherealisesthatIamthe

girlforhimitwillprobablybetoolate.

Ihadsomuchhopeforusandhe



brokethatbytakingNtombi'sside,I

wasalsopregnant,IliedIknowbut

heneverevengavemeachanceto

discussthepregnancy,hedismissed

mejustlikethatandlateronhehad

thenervetosayheisstillnotsureif

thebabywashisornot.

IcouldtellGabswantedtoaskwhyI

wasdoingthis,theansweris

somethingthatIwouldn'thave

admittedtohim.Ontheotherhand

heismyonlylinktoKgosiandIknow

hewon'tbeabletosaynoinfrontof

hiswife-to-be.Hisfacechangedfrom

softtoanger,ifitwasjusthimand

meIamtellingyouhewouldhave



toldmetogotohell.I'msorryfor

playingsuchadirtygamebut

sometimesmovingonrequiressome

actiontoprovethatyouarereally

steppingaway.

Gabrielgotapieceofpaperanda

penfromadrawerinthekitchen,

NtombiandIwatchedhimashe

scribbledonthepaper.Hedidn'twant

to,it'snotlikehehadachoicethough.

Heleanedagainstthekitchen

counterandheldouthishand,he

wantedmetocomegetitfromhim,I

don'tmind.Iwasabouttowalkto

himwhenhisgirlfriendgrabbedthe



pieceofpaperfromhim.Shelooked

atitandwent,

"You2thinkIamstupid,thisisyour

officeaddress.Areyouplanningto

meetbehindmyback,Iknewitthat

yourphonyapologywasjustthat!"

Ntombisaidwithtearsrunningdown

hercheeks.Shame,Ireallyfeelfor

thispoorgirl,Iamkindofkickingher

whilesheisdown.That'snotmyplan

though,nodoubtitwouldhave

workedlikeacharmbutIamnot

abouttoplaythe"other"chickandlet

GabsusemewhilehehasNtombifor

keeps!



"MaButhelezi,giveherthepapershe

isdatingKgosiandIthinksheis

probablygoingtosurprisehim."

Gabrielsaidwithabitofjealousyin

hisvoicebutmakingitsureIgotthe

MaButhelezipart,hewasforcing

himselftosaythatbutsomehowshe

wasreassuringhispregnantNtombi,

hewasgivingherareasonnotto

worryaboutme.AndallIcouldthink

ofwassheknowsKgosiasGabs

didn'tbotherexplaining.Iwouldlove

toknowhowsheknowshim,Iknow

shedoesn'tworkforhimbutmaybe

theyhavemetthroughGabs.She



worksforasmalladvertising

company.IfsheknowsKgosithen

thatcan'tbegood,Iwouldhaveloved

tokeepthatpartofmylifeasecret.

"Kgosiyourboss?"Ntombiasked

surprisedandwhennooneanswered

hershewent,"Idon'tbelieveit,you

arejustanurse."

Ohwow,sosheknowsthatKgosiisa

bigshotbusinesstycoonandshe

thinkshecan'tbedatingsomeone

likeme.ShehasGabriel,themanthat

Ihavefoughttoothandnailtohave,



spendthousandstobuyhisloveand

themanshethoughtwasthebest

thingintheuniverseandIhadtoup

thatbydatingsomeoneshewants

butcouldn'thave.It'sasaclearas

daylightthatshethinkssheisbetter

thanmeanddeservesjustthatbutI

guessthisiswaybetterthanwhat

shethoughtofme.

Iwalkedtoherandgotthepaper

fromherhand,Icouldseehow

annoyedshewasbutIcouldn'tcare

less.Ntombiisthekindofgirlthat

moneyandonlymoneymakesher

heartpumpsomelove.Sheiswith



Gabrielbecauseofhismoney,except

Gabrieldoesn'thavemuchsinceheis

takingcareofhismother'smedical

billsandsupportinghisauntfor

nursinghismom.Icanseethose

golddiggingchingchingeyesof

hers...

IlookedatitandrealisedthatIknew

thecompany,Ididn'treallyknow

whattheywereintobutIhaveseen

andheardabouttheirlogo,justnot

surethoughbutit'sabigcompany

worthmillions.Iwalkedtothedoor

andGabssaidthisbehindme,



"You'llhavetogoseehimtomorrow,

hedoesn'tworkonweekends."

Iturnedaroundandsaid,

"ThankyouandgoodbyeGabriel."

Thelastpartprovedtobehardtosay!

Iquicklywalkedoutthedoorand

wentbackhome,myplanworkedout

sofinebutstillIamhurting.Imeant

itwhenIsaidgoodbyetoGabriel,it's

timeIdecidedonwhatIwantand



sticktoit.Idon'tcareaboutNtombi,

justbecausesheistheCFOofsome

companyandmingleswiththelikes

ofKgosiKgosithenIamnothing.I

amveryimportant,soimportantthan

shewillonedayrealisethat.HereI

amtryingtojustifymyworthto

myself,Idon'thavetobebetterthan

Ntombiorless.IamKelebogile

PenelopeMehlape,Ishouldhave

nevermadethiswomanmy

competitionandletmyselffearher.

Shealsofearsme!

WhenIgothomeIwentstraightto

thebathroomandgavemyselfa



properbath.ThankGodThapelo

wasn'thomeorIwouldhaveto

answerhisquestions.Icouldn'thelp

orstopthetearsfromcomingout,I

haveneverlovedthismuchbutIam

gladIamtheonewhobrokethings

off.Gabrielwouldhaveneverdoneit

becausetomeIwashisgoodtime

awayfromhisbickeringbabymama,

allwedidwashavesexandtelleach

othershitafterwards.

AfterthebathImadesomepopcorn

andwatchedamovie,itwashardto

concentrate.Ididn'twanttositand

donothing,peopleareoutthere



havingfunandIamhomealonelike

anoldspinster.MaybeIshouldgeta

cator2tocompletethat.Idecidedto

callPaledi,shesaidshewantedto

comeseemebutshedidn'thave

money,mydadandhermomhadcut

offherallowance.Ihadtocashsend

herR200,IneedherasIdon'thave

anyonerightnow.Khumoisprobably

tryingtocatchsometimewithher

husbandwhilemyother2friendsare

busyburningitwithmybrothers.

Shameonthem!IttookPalediabout

2hourstogether,Ihavebeencalling

hertoaskwhereshewasevery5

minutes.Thefirstthingshewanted



todowhenshegotherewaseat,I

gaveherlastnight'sfood.Itwastoo

muchandIdon'tthinkIwillhaveto

cookagaintonight,ifanyonewants

toeattheywillwarmthatup.

Iwatchedherassheateandshe

didn'tlookashappyandascheerful

assheisalways,shelookedtiredand

troubled.

"Paledi,what'swrong?"Iaskedher.

Sheputtheplatedownandlookedat

me.

"Doyouremembertheguythatgot



intoanaccidentwithyourcar?"

"Uhmja."

"HeisthesonofsomerichDoctor

andheisalsostudyingmedicine.

Lebo,Idon'twantthatguybutMama

thinksIambeingarebel.Ihadto

dropoutofcollegesoIcanalso

studymedicine,shehasmywhole

lifeplannedoutformeandthatisnot

whatIwant."shesaidassheburied

herfaceinherhandsandcried.That

justcameoutofnowhere.Ineededa

shouldertocryon,that'swhyIcalled



herherebutwhatbetterwaytostep

overmyproblemsbylisteningto

other's.Iwenttositwithheronthe

couchandcomforther.

"Didyoutalktoheraboutthis?"

"Shewon'tlistentome,Ihavetried.I

don'twanttogetmarriedtothatguy,

wearenotgoodforeachother.We

getdrunkeveryweekendandhe

alwaysbeatstheheckoutofme

afterwards.Igotrapedbecauseof

him,heleftmeonthesideofthe

roadafterIrefusedtogohomewith



him."Shesaidandcriedevenharder.

Ihaven'tknownPaledithatwelland

sheistheonlyoneofmyfather's

stepchildrenthatIamcloseto,sheis

likethesisterIneverhadandIreally

loveher.Itriedtocomfortherasbest

asIcould.

Itumelengwalkedinandfoundusin

eachother'sarms,lastnighthewas

madatPaledibuthiseyessoftened

whenhesawus.Hesatwithuson

thecouchandhelpedinhugging

Paledi.Welethercryuntilshecould

talkagain,welistenedwhenshe

spoke.Apparentlyfromthetimeshe



disappearedonmybirthdayshewas

justnextdoorwiththatannoyingboy

Andre,Itumelengknewthatthat's

whyhewasangryather.Iurgedher

totellhimeverythingeventherape,

shedidsowithtearsrunningdown

hercheeks.Itumelengwasangrybut

hemanagedtocontrolhisanger.He

promisedtospeaktohismomand

hethankedmeforbeingtherefor

Paledi.Igavethemsomeroomto

speakbygoingtojog,Ihaven'tdone

thatinawhileandIamunfitashell.I

couldn'tevenrunformorethan3

minuteswithoutstoppingthatI

endedupjustwalking.Ifeelsobad



forPaledi,Istoppedwalkingandjust

cried.

"Hey."avoicesaidhuggingmefrom

behind.ItwasGabriel,Ifuriously

shookmyselfoutofhisarms.

"Leavemethehellalone!"Iscreamed

athim.

"Ohstopfoolingyourself,Iknowyou

didn'tmeananyofthosethingsyou

weresayingtoday."hesaidlaughing.



"YouknowGabriel,youdon'tknow

nothingaboutlife.IwishInevermet

you,youareapigjustlikethose

stupidboysthathurther.Youthink

lifeisaboutgames?Huh?Doyou

knowhowmuchIamhurting?"Iwas

soangrythatItookitoutonhim,he

juststoodlookingatme.Itkilledhim

toknowthatIwashurtingbecauseof

himandtherewasnothinghecould

dotomakemefeelbetter.Iamdone

withGabriel!

Iturnedaroundandranbackhome

withoutlookingback.Hedidn'tfollow

me.IgothometofindPaledibathing,



Iwenttothebathroomandspoketo

her.

"Howareyoufeelingnow?"Iasked

her.

"Relieved."shesaidwithasmilethen

wenton,"YouareagoodpersonSesi

Lebo."

Ilaughed,thisgirlismakingmefeel

old.Sheis20andIamonly24but

anywayitfeelsgoodtobecalledSesi.

Iwashedmyfacebeforebed,it's



MondaytomorrowandIhavetosleep

early.Isharedthesparebedroom

withhersincesherefusedtosleep

withmeinmyroom.Wespokeuntil

midnight,ItoldheraboutGabriel,

NtombiandKgosi.Thelastthingshe

saidbeforeshesleptwas,

"GoseeKgositomorrowafterwork

butdon'tgotohimlikeyoudidtoday.

Nottoomuchmakeupanddon'tover

doitwithyourclothesandperfume.

Packasmallovernightbagwithyour

outfittochangeafterwork."



Ismiledthenfellasleep.

InthemorningIwaslatebutatleastI

waswearingmyuniformtodayandI

didjustasPaledisaid.Shewasstill

sleepingwhenIleft.Itookataxito

workandwhenIgottheretheywere

readingthemorningbibleverseto

thepatients.Islippedinandstarted

work.Iwentoutforteabutskipped

lunch.Iworkedglancingatthetime

everynowandthenhopingand

prayingthatIfindKgosiatwork,I

knowhelikestoworklateandhe

sometimestravelsalot.Time

seemedtobestandingstillandtoday



theclinicwasfull,by4:30pmIhad

about4morepatientsstilltosee.I

wassopissedoffbecause3ofthem

neededurinestix,meaningIhadto

gotothetoiletwiththem.By6:10pm

Iwasleavingtheclinic,finally.

Iwaschangedintomybrownflat

sandals,whitejeggings,golden

knittedlongvestbutnotenoughto

covermybutt.Ihadmyweaveina

bunatthebackandheldmyhand

bag.

Igotataxitotownandfromtownto



Kgosi'soffice.Igotoffatthegate

andthebuildingwashugeand

beautiful,Kgosi'sstyle!Thecompany

logowasstandingoutlikeIknewit.

TherewasnooneatthegatesoIjust

walkedinandfollowedthearrows

thatpointedtothereception.The

receptiontoolookedwelcomingwith

realflowersandniceleathercouches,

thereceptionistdeskwasbrownand

shiny.Igotabitscaredandoutofmy

league,whatifKgosiwasintothe

likesofNtombi?Whatifheisnot

readytoseeme?Iamabouttobe

embarrassed,Icanfeelit.

Thereceptionistwastherebutit



lookedlikeshewasgettingreadyto

leave,shewasatallbeautifulslim

girlthatgreetedmewithasmile.

"IamheretoseeKgosi,ImeanMr.

Kgosi."Isaidwithashakysmile.

"DoyouhaveanappointmentMam?"

sheaskedme.Ishookmyheadno.

"Letmecallhisofficethenbecause

hehasabusinessdinnerfortonight."

shespokewhilepressingsome

numbersonthedial.Iwatchedheras

thephonerangandlookedtoseeif

shewouldspeaktoanyone.



Shedidn't.

Sheshruggedhershoulderandasked

ifshecouldpencilmeinforan

appointment.Withtearsinmyeyes

andunabletospeakIshookmyhead

noandturnedaround.

AndtherewasKgosicomingoutof

theliftwithhisPA,aunt.

Myheartstopped!



Ifroze!

Hehadalaptopbagandfilesinhis

hands,helaidhiseyesonmethen

handedeverythingtohisauntand

quicklywalkedtome.Iwaited,

surprisedandscared.Hiscoldeyes

stareddownatmeliketheyalways

dothenwithsomuchspeedhe

cuppedmycheeksinhispalmsand

coveredmylipswithhisleavingme

noroomtobreathe.Hekissedmefor

agoodlongminutesbeforehe

breathlesslyletmego.



"Comehomewithme."hesaid

lookingdeepintomyeyesmelting

meevenmore.Imissedhim.

"Sssssshhhhhhe...she...shesaid...

ehhh...youhaveabusinessdinner."I

saidtryingtospeakandpointingat

thereceptionist...

"Canceled,fornow!"hesaidthen

kissedmeagain.
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ThisisthemomentIhavebeen

waitingforeversincethemiscarriage,

beinglovedagainandmost

importantlybackinthearmsofthe

manIlove,itfeelslikeadream.I

knowIactedtoughasthoughloosing

thebabydidn'tbotherme,itdidandI

neededcomfortandthat'swhyIran

intothearmsofGabsandDavid.I

shouldn'thave...

TobehonestIdidn'texpectsucha

warmwelcomefromhim,toeven

thinkthatIalmostthoughtthiswasa

badidea.GoodnessIhadmissedhim

somuch,Ihaveyearnedforhis

aggressivetouchandthatunique



lookhealwaysgivesme.FinallyIcan

say,"tohellwithGabriel"!Fromnow

onallmyattentionandlovegoesto

Kgosi,IwillhealandgetoverGabriel,

Isurelywillgetthere.Ishouldhave

nevereverfallenforGabrielinthe

firstplacebutthatisbecauseIhave

alwaysthoughthistypewasmytype,

youknowheactedlikethemanwho

wouldliveuptoeverythinghe

promises.Gabrielthesweettalker,I

guessIwasn'tmeanttobearound

playerslikehimbutgentlemenlike

Kgosi.Aguythatwouldn'ttellyou

thathelovesyoubutshowsyou,see

howmanytimesGabsbrokemy



heartevenafterhetoldmetimeand

timeagainhowmuchhelovedme.I

didbelievehimeventhoughdeep

downIknewheonlymeantitforthat

momentbecauseIhadsomethingto

offerbuteverywomenouttherehas

thisthingofwantingtochangeabad

boyintobeingarealmanthatyou

endupconcentratingsomuchon

himandyouforgettoputyoufirst.

WithKgosiIdon'thavetoworkhard

toprovemyself,allhewantsisme

andjustme...

ItdoesgetscrazywithKgosibutat

leastheneverevenoncebrokemy

heart...



Iheldontohimashekissedme,it

feltsogoodtoknowthatIamwhere

Ibelong,everythingwasasI

remembered.HewastheKgosiI

knew,nottooshytoberoughand

grab.Yep,thesameguythatfollowed

mehomeafterknockingmetothe

groundwithhiscardoor.ThatnightI

wasonadatetomeetmy"MrRight"

soIthought.Well,Iwasrunningaway

fromthewrongoneonlytobumpinto

therealone.Ialwayssmileevery

timeIthinkofthatnight,Kgosiwas

asuptightasheisnow.

Wishwewerenotinabuildingwere4



setsofeyeswherewatchingus...

DamnIwoulddothingstothisman.

Can'twaittobealonewithhim.

"Okayyou2,getgoingsoIcould

cancelthatbusinessdinneryouhad."

Kgosi'sauntsaidcomingbetweenus

tryingtoseparateus.Iwasabit

embarrassed,kissingandbeing

touchytouchyisn'tsomethingIdoin

frontofmyelders.Kgosididn'tseem

tomindthough.Hisauntandthe

receptionistgirlwerebothlaughingat

us.



Afterhetooksomeofhisstufffrom

hisaunthetookmebymyarmand

welefthisauntandthereceptionist

girlatthefrontdesktryingtomake

someexcusesforhimnotmakingit

tothedinner.Hopehedoesn'tlose

businessbecauseofmebutIthinkI

meanmorethanIeverthoughttohim

orelsehewouldn'tbedoingthisfor

me.Wewenttohiscarandhe

openedthefrontpassengerdoorfor

me.Hedroveinsilencelikealways,I

keptonlookingathimashedrove

andIcouldn'thelpbutstare.Ialways

goonandonabouthowgoodhe

looksandIdon'tthinkIwilleverget



usedtohisgoodlooks,ifonlyhe

couldshowasmile.Hedidn'tlookat

mebutIknewhecouldseeme

watchinghim.Iwantedtosay

somethingtobreakthesilencebutI

knowhewon'trespond,that'sKgosi

foryou.Hewasdrivingtohisnew

houseandIthinkIwouldhavebeen

dissapointedifhetookustoNkwe

Estate,don'taskwhy.

Wegottothehouseandhellitwas

beautiful,thegardenwaswellkept.I

rushedinsidetobeamazedeven

more.Notbigbuteverythingwasset

outtogiveitenoughspacetofool

youreyes.Thekitchenwaswhite,



everythingwhite.Igavemyselfatour,

everyroomwasdifferent,itwaslike

walkingintoadifferentworldevery

timeIopenedanotherdoor.Iloved

thebedroomsthemostespeciallythe

masterbedroom,thehugebedwas

coveredinwhite,purewhitelinen.

Therewasaglassdoorthatled

outside,IopeneditandIwasmet

withthefragranceofroses.Thedoor

lettoabeautifulgardenofallcolours

offrosesthatstartedafterthelittle

stoepthathadarestchairanda

smalltable.Isatonitforafew

minutesadmiringthebeautythatwas

infrontofmeandbreathingthefresh



aromaofnature.Icouldseeus

relaxinghereeveryeveningaftera

longdayofwork.

Iwentbackinsidethehousetofind

Kgosi,hewasinthekitchenlicking

histhumb.Ithinkhewaslicking

someofthefoodhewaswarmingup

orhehadburnthimself,thekitchen

smelledlively.SoSarastillfreezes

foodforhim.Iwatchedhimtryingto

preparesupperforus.Hewas

uselessinthekitchen,thingswere

fallingandnothingwascomingright.

Isthiswhathappenseverydaywhen

heisaloneorishenervous?Atthe

endhewipedhishandswiththedish



clothandwent,

"Justgetonwiththisokay."

"Okay."Isaidtryingnottolaugh.He

wenttotakeashowerwhileIfinished

withwhathewassupposetodo.I

evensetthetableasIwaitedforhim.

Hecamebackandweateinsilence.

Wesatacrosseachother.

Okay!Thiswasnice,westartedoff

hotandallovereachotherwithan

intimatekiss,don'tgetmewrongit

shouldhavelettosomethingnotthis



boringsupper.Rightnowwelooklike

anoldcouplesotiredofoneother

thatwedon'thavetosayanythingto

eachotheranymore.Iknowhe

doesn'tliketalkingandheloves

himselfsomepeaceandquietbut

that'snotme...Idecidedtotapmy

spoononmyplate.Ididthatfora

whilethinkinghewouldshoutatme

tostopsowecouldatleasttalkbut

hedidn't,whenIraisedmyheadto

lookathimhewasstaringatme,

annoyed.Istoppedandlookedathim

too...

"Youwanttotalk?"heaskedme.



"Yes,please."

"Goahead."

"Maybeyoushouldgofirst."

"Ihavenothingtosay."hesaidstill

lookingatme.

Whattheheckisgoingonhere?I

thoughtthingsweregoingtoget

backtonormal.Icamehereforthat,

nottobeignoredlikethisandget



treatedlikeIamontrialformurder.

IfIhavetotalkIdon'tevenknow

whatIhavetosaybecauserightnow

allIwanttodoisscreamathim.It's

likeheispunishingmeforwhat

happenedthelasttime.Hecameup

withthestupidideaofustakinga

breakorwhateverhecallsit,Ididas

hewantedandnow...Earlieronhe

seemedhappytoseemeandnowhe

iskeepingsomekindofdistance...

"MaybeIshouldleave."Isaidlooking

athimbutnotmoving.Idon'twantto

butIknowhewouldtellmetoleaveif



hethinksthat'swhatIwant,itwould

killmetoleaveandstayingmakesno

differenceeither.Helookedatme

andIcouldseethat'swhathewants

too.

"No.Don't."hesaidsoftlylettinghis

spoondropinhisplate.Tearsjust

rolledoutofmyeyes.Hegotupand

cametositnexttome.Hewipedmy

tearsoffwiththebackofhishands.

"ThenwhatKgosi?"

Oneminutesilence...



"WhatdoyouthinkofwhatSaratold

you?"heaskedmelookinginsidemy

weteyes.Wellthatdidn'tgowellwith

meatfirst,wrappingmyheadaround

thefactthatKgosi'ssexualdesiresor

fantasiesaresomethingIwouldn'tdo

it'shardforme.IcouldtaketheS&M

partbuttheorgies...

"ItscaredmeatfirstbutIwon'tletit

changethewayIfeelaboutyou."I

answeredhimandit'strue.Hekissed

meonmyforehead.



"Iwantustostartover.Gettoknow

eachotherbetter.Okay?

"Okay."

"Wecankiss,doeverythingbutno

sex."

"What?"Iaskedinshock,Iknowhe

lovessexmorethanIdoandthat's

probablytheonethingthat'sgoingto

bringusbacktogether."Untilwhen?"

"Untilyouareready."



"Iamreadynow."

"No,youjustlostababydarling."

Thisisnoton!Whydoesmy

miscarriageevenmatter?Ihave

alreadyhadsexwith2menfor

heaven'ssake!
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Nosex!That'stheworstpunishment

Ican'tstand,Kgosimightbetryingto



thinkaboutmybodystillrecovering

orwhateverbutIamfine.Ihave

proofthatIcan'tsharewithhim.And

whosaidstartingoverdoesn'tinvolve

sex?Iamthatpersonwhobelieves

thatsexbuildsuparelationship,

that'stheonlytimewherewebond

witheverythingthatourbodycan

produce,thesweat,thetears,Imean

allthebodyfluidsgetstowork.I

knowthesocalledromanticpeople

thinkcuddlingandkissingisallgood,

askiesbutIlovesextoomuchto

makethewordcelibacyof

importancetome.Ican'tbenextto

Kgosiandlethimlookatmewith



thosehungrycoldeyesofhis,touch

me,kissmeandnotgoanywhere

withthat.Ohno,Ican't!Justeven

thinkingaboutitmakesmewanthim

evenmore.Ihavenevermetaman

withacrazyidealikethisone,

especiallysinceIknowhelovessex

too.NosexwillfeellikeIamina

lovelessrelationship,Idon'tcare

aboutthelovehe'llbeshowingme,

withouthiminmeallofthatis

meaningless.

Idon'tcarewhatpeoplethinkofme,I

won'tbeshytovoicemyopinion

aboutmysexdrive.Iamyoungand

Kgosihasstaminafordays,Iknow



that,Ihaveseenhimhardatit.

HeknowsthatIwouldn'tagreewith

himonthis,maybethisishiswayof

tryingtogetovermeorgetridofme.

Yohaowa,Icriedandallhedidwas

comfortmeinhisusualsweetcalm

self,hemadethingsworsebecause

hetouchedme,remindingmeof

whatIwon'tbegetting.Worseparthe

isnotsayingforhowlongwillthisgo

on,Iwon'tevensurviveanight

though.

Ipushedhimfrommeandangrily



clearedthetable.Hejuststoodand

lookedatme.Iwashedthedishes

andwenttothemasterbedroom,he

followedmeasifhewaswaitingfor

metofinishupsowecanhavesex.

WhenIgottothebedroomI

rememberedthatKgosilikestosleep

nakedandIcan'tsleepnexttohim

likethat.Ipulledapillowandthrewit

athimandwent,

"Hitthecouch."

Hecaughtthepillowandturned

around,hewalkedoutwithoutafight



almostmakingmefeelbadfor

kickinghimoutofhisownbedroom

buthedeservesthatkindof

treatment.Idon'tthinkhe'llsleepon

thecouchthough,thehousehas2

otherbedroomsbesidesthisone.I

tookalongbathcryingmyeyesout,

itfeltlikeIamloosingKgosi.I

expectedmorethanthiswhenI

decidedtocomeback...

AfterthebathIwenttobedwitha

brokenheart,Ihardlyslept.Iwokeup

earlyinthemorningandtooka

shower.Iwrappedmyselfinatowel

andwenttothekitchen,Sarawas



alreadytheremakingbreakfast.

Whendidshegethere?Shewas

surprisedtoseemeasIwastosee

herbutshewashappytoseeme

nonetheless.IwenttolookforKgosi,

hewassleepingonthecouch,curled

upwithjustapillowandwithhis

clothesstillon.Idecidedtogoback

tothebedroomandgetreadyfor

workbutIdidn't,Ijustsatonthebed.

Afewminuteslaterhecametothe

bedroombutheknockedbeforehe

entered.Iopenedforhimthinkingit

wasSarah.

"Goodmorning."hesaidandIjust



wentquite.Hewenttothebathroom

andtookaquickshower.Whenhe

camebackhegotreadyinfrontof

me,Ilaidonthebedandclosedmy

pretendingtosleep.Icouldn'tsee

himbutmyimaginationknowsthat

nakedbuttofhis.Idecidedtoalso

getreadyandunlikehimImade

everythingslow,teasinghim.He

couldn'thelphimselfashewatched

him,Ididn'tmakeitasecretthatI

wasseducinghim.Iwantedhimto

jumpatmeandtakemebuthe

quicklyputonhisclothesandleftthe

room.Iwasleftreelingwithanger

andaskingmyselfifIamnot



attractiveanymore,forheaven'ssake

IknowIamacatch.DamnyouKgosi!

Ifinishedandwenttothekitchen,I

hadbreakfastwaitingforhimto

cometothekitchen.

"Stoplookingbehindyou,he'sleft

already."SarahsaidandIalmost

askedherwhoshewastalkingabout

butthatwouldbestupid.Iwas

disappointedandangry,howcouldhe

justleavewithouttalkingtomeand

howtheheckdoesheexpectmeto

gettowork?Youseenow,hesayshe



wantsustostartoverbutheisdoing

exactlywhathe'sbeendoinginthe

past.

"Here,"Sarahsaidhandingme

Kgosi'scarkeys,"hesaidyoucan

takehisX5towork."

Ididn'tsayanythingtoSarah,didn't

evenwanthertoseehowangryIwas.

Ijusttookthecarkeysanddroveto

work.

Workwasworkasalways,Idecided

toapplyforanannualleaveof2

weeks.Ineedmesometimetosit



backandthinkthingsthroughplusI

reallyneedabreakespeciallyafter

whatIhavebeenthrough.Afterwork

Idrovehometopacksomeofmy

staff,Palediwasstillatthehouse.

Shamepoorthingshewasalone,I

calledherheretoleaveherbutshe

didn'tseemtomindsinceshewas

nexttoherwhitebaewhoisjustnext

door.IgavehersomemoneybeforeI

left.

IgotbacktotheKgosi'shouseand

wenttopackmythingsinthe

bedroom,Kgosiwasonthephonein

hisstudywhenIcamein.Iwentto



thekitchentocook,Ididn'twantto

eatSarah'sfrozenfoodagainsince

shewasn'theretocookfreshonce.I

finishedcookingwhilehewasstill

busybuthecameinwhenIwas

dishingup.HegreetedmeandIjust

forcedthewordsouttogreethimtoo.

Weateinthekitcheninsilencejust

likelastnight.

"Kgosi,"Icalledouthisnameandhe

lookedatme."Youwantustotry

againbutyetyouactinglikeyourold

self.Likethismorningyouleft

withoutawordtome,ifwearegoing

totryyougoingtohavetotalkto



me."

"I'msorrydarling..."

"Idon'twanttohearanapology,I

wantanexplanation!"Ishoutedat

him.

"I'mgoingtobed."hesaidpushing

hisplateatmethengotup.

"Fine,gotobed,itbetternotbethe

bedIwillbesleepingin!"Ishouted

behindhimandgotnothingfromhim



ashewentonwalking.

Thisisanightmare,it'slikeIamthe

onlyonewhoisfightingforthis,he

doesn'twanttotalkorfaceme.I

cleanedupthekitchenandwentto

takeabathcryinglikeIdidlastnight,

Idon'twantthingstobelikethis.

AfterthebathIgotintobedand

calledKhumo,shesoundedsleepy

butshesaidit'sfinewecantalk.I

toldheraboutwhatKgosihasdone.

ShelistenedasIwentonandon

whilecrying.



"Girl,Iknowyouarenotgoingtolike

whatIamgoingtosaybutjustlisten

tome.Okay?"shesaidafterIwas

donetalking.SidingwithKgosi

already,Icantell.

"Okay."Isaid.

"Lebo,IthinkKgosiishurtbywhat

happenedthelasttime.Youmight

notseeitbecauseyoumyfriendare

selfish.Don'tgetmewronglalabut

whatdidyoudoforhimafterthe

miscarriage?Doyouthinkhedoesn't

knowaboutyouandGabriel.Kgosi



needsyoumorethanyourealiseand

hewantsadifferentapproachtosee

thekindofwomanthatyouare.Grow

upmyfriend!"

OhwowKhumo!

"Youaremakingthisabouthim,I'm

alsohurting."

"Andhehasbeenthereforyou,hasn't

he?"

"Iwanttofixthingsandhewon't



talk."

"Yes,hedoesn'ttalkandyouknow

that.Showtheguyhowsorryyouare,

bethereforhim."

"OkaythenI'llstartwithbreakfast

tomorrow."

"No,gotohimnowandshare

whateverheissleepingonwithhim."

Khumosaid.Itriedtomakeexcuses

butshewouldn'tlistentome.



Iendedupwalkingthewholehouse

lookingforKgosi,hewasn'tsleeping

onthecouchtonightbutinoneofthe

sparebedrooms.Iswitchedonthe

bedsidelampandheturnedtolook

atme.Hedidn'tsayanything,I

droppedmygownandgotintobed

withhim.Ihadmybackagainsthim,

hewrappedhisarmaroundme.

Damnheisnaked!

"Kgosi?"Isaidhisnamesoftly.

"Goodnight."



"Iwanttosaysomething."

"Shutup!"

Okay...
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Imightnotbeabletounderstand

Kgosisometimes,Icannevergethis

moodstoo,Ican'ttellwhenheis

happyorsadbutattheendheisonly

human,hehasfeelingstoothathe



neverexpressesandheisthemost

understandingpersonIhaveevermet

inmylife.Idon'tdoubthislovefor

me,hecares,Ihaveproofofthatand

whenIsaythatIamnottalkingabout

hismoneyorthematerialthingsheis

givingme.Hedoesn'ttalkmuchbut

hesureashellcanlistenwhenIhave

problems,he'sneverjudgedmefor

mymistakes.

IloveandwantsexbuttonightIam

justgoingtocherishbeinginbed

withKgosi,itmightbehardbutIwill

wakeuphappy.

Hepulledmeclosertohimand

tightenhisarmaroundme,hewas



gettinghorny.Icouldfeelhimasmy

buttwasrightthere,Itriedtomove

buthewouldn'tletme.Eventuallyhe

fellasleepandsodidI...

Inthemorningwegotreadyforwork

together,atebreakfasttogether,

Sarahwastheretoserveusourfull

Englishbreakfast.Kgosiwasthefirst

onetoleaveforworkhegavemea

fullkissonmylipsbeforeheleft.One

thathewouldn'thavegivenmelast

nightbecauseitmighthavelet

somewhere.Thisnosexthingis

goingtoendverysoon,trustme...



AssoonasheleftSarahwent,

"Iamgladthe2ofyouarefine."

It'sanicethingtosaybutsuspicious

atthesametime,IknowSarah

doesn'tlikemeandforhertosaythat

tomeraisesquestions.

"Whatdoyoumean?"Iaskedher.

"ImeanafterthethingsItoldyou

abouthim."



"Oh?"seeIwasrightabouther.

"Ididn'tmeantodoanyharmthough,

hetoldmetotellyou."

"YoumeanKgosimadeyoutellmeall

thosethingsabouthim?"

Whywouldhedothat?Ohja,he

couldn'ttellmehimself...

"Yes,andIwanttoconfess

somethingtoo."shesaideyesnot



lookingatme.Iblanklylookedather...

"Inevermeanttohurtyouordoyou

anyharm...Don'tgetmewrongandI

likeyounow,verymuch...Thething

is..."shesaidnotgettingtothepoint,

makingmemoreandmoreagitated...

"Sarah,justsayit."Isnappedather.

"IamsosorrybutIamyour

stepmother'ssisterandthat'show

theykneweverythingaboutyouthe

timeyouwereatKgosi'shouse.



Whatdidshejustsay?Ilookedhard

andverylongather,thiswoman

knewwhoIwasallalong.My

stepmother'sfamilyisprobablymy

enemiesandIateherfoodandthat

meantItrustedherwithmylife.The

possibilitiesofherpoisoningmeor

doinganythinghersisterwantedto

mepresentsitselfeverysingledayI

amaroundher.

Shelookedatmeasthoughshe

wantedmetosaysomething,I

couldn't...Iwasspeechless...

Ijusttookmyhandbagandjacket



andjustleft.

Idrovetoworkthinkinghardabout

whatSarahsaidthatIhadtostopon

thesideoftheroadjusttothink

straight.ShehasworkedforKgosi

foraverylongtimebutIamsorryI

can'tbeinthesamehouseasher.

Aowa,Ican't!Iamnotsayinghe

shouldfireher,hecanmoveher

someplace,maybehisofficeorback

atNkweEstate.Idon'tcarejustas

longasit'sfarawayfromme.Idon't

knowwhattothinknow...

ShouldIgiveherthebenefitsofthe



doubtjustbecauseshetoldmethe

truth?

TalkingtoKgosiabouthermight

causemorefrictionbetweenus,I

don'twanttofightwithKgosiorhave

anenemyinSarah.

WhenIgottoworkIhadmadeupmy

mindaboutSarah,fornowIwilllet

herstayandwon'tmentionanything

toKgosibutwehavetostraighten

thingsout.Istillcan'ttrusther

though,thismeansIalwayshaveto

watchmyback.GoodnesshowamI

goingtolivewithheraround?She



doeseverythinginthathouse,in

Kgosi'slife...

Thabowaswaitingformeinsidewith

asmile,helookedhappyabout

somethingandyeahhewasholding

somethingforme.AssoonasIgot

closertohimhehandedhishandout,

Iopenedmineandplacedunderhis.

Hehadalittleboxthatheplacedin

myhand.Iaskedhimwhatitwas,he

justlaughedandwalkedaway.Iwent

intotheconsultationroomandsat

downtoopenthebox,theywerekeys

andanote,



'I'msorryforyesterdaymorning.

Kgosi'

OhKgosimylove!Howniceofyou...

Andwiththatallthathappenedthis

morningbetweenSarahandmewas

forgotten.Icouldn'twaittogetback

tothehouseandbewithhim.

Tonightit'sgoingtobethebestnight

he'llneverforget,ofcoursewithout

thesex.I'mstartingtoacceptKgosi's

waysandthat'sbecauseIlovehimto

bits.Ilookedatthekeys,itwashis



housekeysandgateremote,isthis

hiswayofinvitingmetomoveinwith

himpermanently?

IwanttocommittoKgosibutnot

throughavat'nsitsituation,Idon't

minduslivingapartandmevisiting

himoccasionallyuntilhedecidesto

putaringonit.Iwanttogetmarried,

itmightnotbenowbutIseeafuture

withthismanandIdon'tmind

waitingforthingstogetbackto

normal,itdoesn'tmatterhowlongit

takes...

Iputthekeysinmybag,todayIam

walkingoutofhere4pmexactly,Iam

rushinghometomakemymana



propersupper,fitforaKing!!!

AroundlunchtimeIsawonelast

patientsoIcouldgoouttoeat,I

wantedtotakeThabooutforlunch

butasIwaspackingmybagthere

wasaknockatthedoorandwhenI

lookeduptherewas...

Ntombi...

Shelookedbettertodayasshehid

thosespotofhersonherfacewith

makeupbutthatdoesn'tmeanIwas

happytoseeher.Ihatethisgirlwith



everythingIhave.

Shewalkedinlookingaround,Iknow

myjobislowclasstoherand

becauseofthatIamnothing.

"Sowhatdoyoucallthis?Anoffice?"

sheaskedwalkingaroundmakingme

feelsmall.Ididn'tanswerher,she

wenton,"Andthis?"sheaskedsitting

ontheexaminationbed.Iswearif

shewasn'tpregnantIwouldbe

pushingheroutofherrightnow...

"Ibatyouhavefuckedafewdoctors

onthis..."shesaidthenlaughed.



"Ntombi,whatdoyouwant?"

"Ijustdon'tgetit,howdoesawhore

likeyougetagoodrespectableman

likeKgosi."

"Sothisisaboutmyman?"

Shewentonwalkingaroundand

ignoringwhatIhavejustaskedher,

"WheredidyoumeethimbecauseI

knowhedoesn'thangoutatthelow

placesyougoto."



"Idon'thavetoexplainmyselftoyou,

youwantedGabriel,yougothimso

pleaseletmemoveonwithwhoeverI

wantandletitnotbotheryou.Show

yourselfout."Isaidandwalkedtothe

doorleavingherbehind.

Ididn'twalkoutasIwasbrought

backbyherscreaming,she

screamedinpainassheheldonto

hertummy.Irantoherandhelped

hersitontheexaminationbed,Mpho

andanothersisteralsowalkedin.

Theybothhelpedinsettlingheron



thebed,adoctorwascalledinandI

tookhervitalsignswhilethedoctor

foundnothingwrongwithherorthe

baby,shecouldn'tevenexplainthe

kindofpainshehadorwhereitwas.

Shewasfakingit,that'scleartosee

eventhoughIwastheonlyone

seeingthroughherbutherBPwas

veryhigh,shehadscaredtheshitout

ofme,Idon'tgetwhyshewoulddo

thatthough.

Thedoctoradvisedhertogetenough

restandstopstressingtoomuch,

shedoesn'tattendourclinicforher

AntiNatalsosheaskedforher

reportssoshecouldtakeittoher



doctorforfurtherexamination.Idid

copiesforher.

Ididn'ttalktoherorhintthatIwason

toher,Ijustlethergo.

Ididn'tevengotolunchanymore,I

gaveThabomoneytogobuyus

somethingtoeat.Heboughtfishand

chipsatasmallshopnexttothe

clinic.Iatewithhimbutdidn'teat

much,Ntombiwasonmymind.Hope

shedoesn'tgolyingtoGabrieland

spinninghimstoriesaboutme,Idid

nothingtoherandshecameherby

herself.



MphoaskedmeifIhaddone

anythingtoher,Ididn'tanswerhim.

Heknowsmebutyetheasksthat,he

laterapologised...

AfterworkIrushedtoSpartobuya

fewthingsthatImightneedforthe

specialsupperthatIwillbecooking

tonightformyman,Iwanttoget

homebeforeKgosi.Iwon'tletthe

likesofNtombispoilmynight,Ihad

toforgetabouther.

Igottothehouse,changedclothes



andstartedcooking.IheardKgosi's

carpullingoutside.Ohno,he'searly.I

washopingtobedonebythetimehe

gothome.

HewalkedinandIwaitedforhimto

comeandgivemeakiss.Hewalked

tomeandgavemeapieceofpaper.

Ntombi'sreportfromtheclinic!!!

"Andthis?"Iaskedholdingitoutto

him.



"Shesaysyouareterrorisingher."

Kgosicalmlysaid.

Ilaughed...

"Idon'tcareaboutthat!"Kgosisaid

hisvoicechanging...

"Sowhat'sgoingonthen?"

"Kelebogile,wereyoupregnantwith

mychildorwasithis?"heaskedme

withangerinhisvoiceandhisusual

coldeyesdarkening...



Andhehasnevercalledmebymy

name...

Thatbitch!!!
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Imadeamistake,thebiggestofmy

lifewhenIstartedtoinvolvemyself

withGabriel,hedidn'tjustcomewith

heartbreaksandstressforme,he

camewithhisbaggageandrubbedit

offme.WhileIwasinvolvedwithhim

shewastheremakingsurethatshe



camebetweenus,Gabrielwasmine

andNtombiwasjustabitterexand

babymama,sinceshewasso

persistentshewonhimandIleft

theminpeacebutshehasnow

followedme.Myrelationshipwith

Kgosihasnothingtodowithher,it

doesn'tmatterifsheknowshimor

notbutIdon'tthinkit'saboutthat

though,it'seithershedoesn'twantto

seemehappyorshewantsKgosi.

ButnonethelessIamtryingtomove

onandIdon'texpecthertobehappy

forme,infactIwillbeveryhappyif

shevanishedfrommylife.Shehas

everythingeverywomanwants,



Gabrielmightnothaveasmuch

moneyasKgosibuttrustmewhenI

sayGabrielisagoodlookingguythat

mostwomanwoulddiefor,that's

whyNtombiandIwantedtobehis

numberone.Andhavinghisbaby

wouldbeabonus,youshouldsee

Mbaliifyoudon'tbelieveme.She

shouldbeconcentratingonthat!

HereIamabouttolooseKgosiover

allthatcrap...

Whynow?

"Itwasyourbaby,howcouldyou

evenaskmethat?"Iansweredhim



crying.Ithurtstobequestionedby

himlikethis,heshouldbeonmyside

notlisteningtoajealouswoman.

"Whyareyoucrying?"

"BecauseIknowyoudon'tbelieve

me."

"Soyoutoldhimhewasthefather

too?"

"ThatwasbeforeIwenttothedoctor,

Iwasn'tsureifitwashimoryoubut



attheendIwassureitwasyou."I

answeredhim.IThatanswerjust

makesthingsworse,itshowsand

provesthatIamacheatwhosleeps

with2guyswithoutprotectioneven

thoughsexwithGabrielwas

protectedbutsexissexitdoesn't

matterifyouuseitornot,youcan't

expectpeopletounderstandjust

becauseyouwerecareful!AndI

neverdoubtedthatKgosiwasthe

father...

Ijusthadcrazyplansatthatmoment.

Hedidn'tsayanything,hesatdown



andwatchedmecry.IwishIknew

whathewasthinking,theblankeyes

juststaredatmelikeIamjusta

problemthatheneedstoerase.I

knowIhavebeennothingbuta

problemtoKgosi,hehadtodealwith

alotbecauseofmeandmaybeifI

nevergotinvolvedwithGabriel

maybejustmaybeourbabywould

havelivedtoprovethatKgosiwas

thefather.Ican'texplainorsayhow

sorryIam.Ifeelguiltybutatthe

sametimeIamangry,thingswere

comingrightforusandthepast

ruinedit...



"IlovedGabrielandIwaswithhim

becauseyouwereneverthereKgosi,

youalwayswalkedoutonmewithout

aword...Disappearedforweeksand

everytimeyoucamebackyou

wantedthingstobehowtheywere,

youneveraskedorexplained

anything.Youmaderulesandmade

mefollowthem,Idideverythingto

satisfyyou..."Isaidbalancingmy

headwithmyhandonthekitchen

counter.It'shardtoadmitbutIhope

heseesthatheistheonethat

pushedme,Iknowpeopledon'tthink

ithappensbutitdid.Ifhehadstayed

andgavemethekindofloveI



beggedthenIwouldhavenever

lookedGabriel'sway.

"Ihaveneverlovedawomanbefore

exceptmymother,shedisappointed

mebutIneverstoppedlovingher.I

metyouandtheminuteIsawyouI

just...Ijusthadtohaveyou...Itried

toforgetyou,Iwentaway.Faraway

fromyou,soIthoughtbutthesmell

ofyourperfume,youreyes,smile,all

thatdrovemecrazyandIwanted

more..."hespokelookingatmewith

hisusualeyes,hislipsweredryand

histonedown.Helovesmebuthe

doesn'twanttosayit,it'slikeheis



fightingwithhisfeelingsforme.We

canbothcomeintothisasequals

andifitdoesn'tworkoutwewould

bothdecidewhattonextbutthings

willneverbethesameagain...

Therewassomesmellandsmokein

thekitchen.Myspecialsupperwas

burning!Webothdidn'trealisethat

sincewewerecaughtupinthisbad

situation.Igotupandtriedtosave

whatwasleftofitbutitwasash,I

threwthepotintothesink.Kgosigot

upandleft,Iguessnoneofusfeels

likeeatingtonight.Icleanedupand

satdowninthekitchen.



IshouldhaveneverinvolvedGabriel

inmypregnancy,atthattimeIwasn't

thinkingIwantedtocompetewith

Ntombi...

Iwillneverstopregrettingthatstupid

mistake.

Iwashedthedishesandwenttotake

abath,themasterbedroomhasa

bathroomandIthoughtKgosicame

tobedbuthewasn'tinbedorthe

bedroom.Ifinishedbathingwiththe

hopeoffindinghiminbedbuthe

wasn'tthere.Iwenttothespare

bedroombutstillhewasn'tthere,I

switchedoffallthelightsand

realisedthatthelightinhisstudywad



stillon.IknewhewasinthereandI

hadtotalkmyselfoutofaskinghim

tocometobed,Idon'twantustolive

likethis.Ifhedoesn'tcometobedit

meanswehaveseriousproblems

andifhecomestobedthenwe

wouldbeabletotalk.

Heneverdid,Iwasawaketilllate

waitingforhimandeverytimeI

wouldhearsomethingIwouldsitup

inbedexpectinghimtowalkinand

getinbedwithme.Ifellasleepand

waswokenupbySarahinthe

morning,



"Kelebogile,wakeupyouaregoingto

belateforwork."shesaidshaking

me.Iopenedmyeyesandthefirst

thingthatcametomymindwas,

"Kgosi!Whereishe?"IaskedSarah

kickingthecoversoffme.

"He'sleftforworkalready,whatis

goingon?Didyoufight?Iknew

somethingwaswrongwhenIcame

in,hedidn'tlookgood."Sarahsaid.I

ignoredherandwenttothe

bathroom.Isatdownonthetiled



floorandcried,Iwashopingthings

wouldbefinebytodaybutheleft

againwithoutawordtome.Tears

arenotgoingtohelpmebutfornow

itlookslikemyonlycomfort.

Ihadtogetreadyforwork,Iwas

alreadylate.Itookaquickshower

andtookKgosi'scar.WhenIgotto

workIrushedtotheconsultation

roomexpectinganapologygiftfrom

himbuttherewasnothing,maybehe

gaveitThabo.Iwenttolookforhim

andwhenIfoundIdidn'tknowwhat

tosaytohimbecauseitseemedlike

hedidn'thaveanythingforme.



"Justwantedtosayhitoyoumy

friend."Isaidhidingthe

disappointmentinmyvoice.

Hejustsmiledatmeandmadejokes

aboutmemissinghim.Ipretendedto

beamusedandlaughed.Iwasso

disappointedwhenIwentbacktothe

consultationroom,Isatonmydesk

andcried.Ican'tletNtombidictate

mylifelikethis,Igaveherwhatshe

wantedandnowshewantswhatI

haveinfullforce.Ihateherthat'snot

asecretbutIdon'thaveanymore



strengthtofightforanothermanwith

her.Ifhelovesmehe'llfigureallthis

byhimselfandseewhatisitthathe

wants.

Imadesurethateveryonewentout

forlunchbeforeme,by14:00Iwas

drivingbacktoIrene.Iamgoingto

packeverythingthatismineandgo

backhome.Idon'twantthiskindof

lifeanymorewhereIhavetofightfor

aman'saffection,Ididthatalready

andIlostouttoawomanwhois

neversatisfied.WhenIgottothe

houseitwasempty,thankGod!I

packedallmythingsanddroveback

towork.AfterworkIdrovestraightto



NkweEstate,Sarahwasthere.I

greetedherandwentupstairstothe

bedroomandpackedmythings.

"Whatisgoingon?"Sarahaskedme.I

ignoredherandpackedmythings,

theyweresomanythatIhadtocall

thegardenertocomehelpme.Sarah

wasbusyonhercellphone,Iknow

shewastryingtocallKgosibut

couldn'treachhim.Icouldn'tcare

less!

Idrovehomeintears,it'soverandit

hurtssobad.IcannotbelieveIam



walkingawayfromhimandthistime

itfeelsandlookslikeit'sforreal.

WhenIgothomethehousewasa

mess,DineoandThapelowere

kissinginthelounge.WhenIwalked

intheybothjumpedup!

"Heysis,wewerewaitingforyou,we

havesomethingthatweneedtotalk

toyouabout."Thapelosaidwiping

Dineo'slipstickoffhislips.Icouldn't

carelessaboutthat,infacttodayI

don'tcareaboutanything!

"Fine,Iknowyoutooarenowdating.

Here,"IsaidhandinghimKgosi'scar



keys."Canyoupleasegetmethe

boxesfromthecar?"

"Whatcar?"Thapeloaskednot

moving.

InsteadofansweringhimIcried.

"TakethekeysThapelo."Dineo

orderedhernewboyfriend.Hedidas

hewastold.

"Whatiswrong?"Dineoaskedjust

afterThapelowalkedoutthedoor.



"Please...tell...himtobringtheboxes

inmybedroom."Isaidthenwalkedto

mybedroom,Dineofollowedme.

"Kay,what'swrong?"

Iwenttositonthebedandjustcried.

Dineosatwithmetryingtogetmeto

talkbutIcouldn't,thingsarejusta

messIwouldn'tknowwheretostart.

Sheendeduplettingmecryinher

arms.Thapeloaskedwherehe

shouldputmyboxes,Dineotoldhim

toputtheminmyroom.



Iaskedthemtoleavemeonmyown

afterThapelooffloadedalltheboxes

fromthecar.Icouldn'tanswerstheir

questions.TheyleftandIjustlaidin

bedcryingsomemore...

Paledialsocamebackfromnext

door,shefoundmecrying,shejust

satdownwithmeandwatchedme.I

criedforawhilethenhandedher

Kgosi'scarkeys...

"Whatdoyouwantmetodowith

this?"sheaskedme.

ItookoutKgosi'screditcardfrommy



purseandwroteKgosi'snewaddress

onapieceofpaper.Ihandedthemto

her...

"Takethisandthecartothataddress.

AskAndretodrivebehindyouwith

hiscarsohecancomebackwith

you."

ThenIburstoutinanotherfloodof

tears...

Breakups...
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Ididn'tthinkswitchingthings

betweenKgosiandGabrielwould

comebackandbitethisdeep.Inever

eventhoughtaboutitevercomingto

hauntme,Ihadmovedonfromit

withthehopeofstartingoverlike

Kgosihassaidbutitlookslikewe

werenotonthesamepage.Thereis

adifferencebetweenhismovingon

andmymovingon.YouknowGabriel

hashurtme,badlybutitwasn'tthis

painful.WithKgosiitfeelsdifferent,it

wastrueloveandwithGabrielitwas

justanobsessionandasimplegame



ofcompetingwithhisbabymama.

Yes,itwassimplebutshetookitfar,

IthoughtIgaveherwhatshewanted

butnowitlooksshewantsmeto

looseeverythingincludingthemanI

love.Justthinkingaboutloosing

Kgosimakesmestartcryingover

andoveragain.Iknowhewon'treach

outtomebecausehethinksheisthe

onethat'sbeenhurtthemostorhe

takeshimselfasthevictim.Iwant

thingstoworkbutIdon'tthinkIhave

theenergytoreachouttoKgosi,I

don'tseehimforgivingme.

IfellasleepandwhenIwokeupin

themiddleofthenightthelights



werestillonandsomeonewas

sleepingnexttome.AtfirstIthought

itKgosi,Islowlysatuponthebed

onlytofindPaledi.Ihatehowmy

mindisplayingtricksonme,fora

secondIwasreallyexcited,

"Paledi,Paledi!"Iwokeherupshaking

her.

"I'msorryIsleptinyourbedIjust

wantedtobewithyou."shesaidin

herinnocentsleepyvoice.Iguess

shethoughtIwasangrythatshe

sleptinmybed.



"Ijustwanttoknowhowitwent."I

saidrememberingwhatIsendher

outforearlierbeforeIfellasleep.

"What?"

"Thecar,whatdidhesaywhenyou

tookitback?"

"He?Wefoundashe?"

"She?"



"Ja,anoldshe."

Igotupfromthebedandpaced

aroundthebedroom,Iwantedtocry

buthadtoholdmyselfforPaledi.I

can'tkeeponcrackingupinfrontof

her.AwomanatKgosi'shouse?Ijust

lefthimbathongbaModimo!Hewas

supposetorushhomeinthehopeof

findingmethere!IleftbecauseI

wantedhimtofollowme,Iknowhe

doesn'tliketobegbutwouldn'thedo

itforme?Justthisonce?Ididn't

meantowalkoutonhim,Iwalked

outwiththehopeofhimcomingafter

me.Iwanthimbackbutitlookslike



hehasmovedon...

Withanoldwomannogal!

Ileftthebedroomandwenttolock

myselfinthebathroom,Icriedin

silencenotwantingtomakeasound.

Kgosi,whydoesithurtsomuch?

Whereareyou?

ThenextdayIwokeupwitha

differentmindset,Ihavetogetup

anddustmyself,lifegoesonand

thingsdon'thavetostopbecauseof

abreakup.IhavelostalotandIhave

managedtoriseupdespitethepain,

gettingoverKgosimightbehardbutI



willgetoverhim.

Igotreadyforworkandlookedfor

carkeys,Iturnedthewholehouse

upsidedownsearching.Ihadwoken

upearlybecauseIcouldn'tsleepand

nowIcouldn'twakePalediforstupid

carkeys.Ittookme30minutesto

realisethatIdon'thaveacar,I

haven'thadacarforawhile,Iwas

justgettingusedtodrivingKgosi's

car.Thisisgoingtobehard...

Iwenttoworkeachdaytryingto

pushandforgetaboutKgosi,itwas

thehardestthingIeverhadtodobut



ithadtobedone.Inordertoforget

KgosiIdeletedhisnumberfrommy

phone,Iknowitdoesn'thelpthatI

knowitbyheartbutitshouldbea

start,right?Icouldn'ttakeitanymore,

IfeltalonesoIendeduptalkingto

DineoaboutKgosi,shewasvery

supportiveeventhoughshedidn't

knowhowtosolvemyproblemstillI

appreciateherbeingthereforme.

ButDineobeingherself,shecouldn't

keephermouthshut,shewentonto

tellKhumoandNthabiandtheyall

decidedthatwehaveagirls'dayat

Khumo'shouseonSaturday.Iwasn't

reallyupforit,Ijustwantedaquite



weekendonmyown,maybespring

cleanmyhouseorgoshoppingbut

theywouldn'ttakenoforananswer

soItoldthemifIhavetocome

Khumohastocookmeafatty

Sundaykos,sevencoloursandall.

Theywantmetheresotheywillhave

toputupwithwhateverIwant.Idon't

careifanyoneofthemisonadietor

notweareallgoingtoeat.

FridayafternoonIcamebackfrom

worktofindmybrothersanddad

waitingforme.Palediwasinher

bedroom,givingusspacetotalk.

Theywantedtoknowwhatwas



wrongwithme,anyonecouldsee

thatIwasawalkingcorpse,atotal

mess!ButIdidn'tthinkIwantedmy

brothersanddadonmycaseabout

mylovelife.

Iwasforcedtositdownwiththem

andtalk.IsatnexttoThapelo...

"Kelebogile,areyouhavingsomesort

ofrelationshipproblems?"mydad

askedme.

Wehavealwaysbeencloseand

sharedalmosteverythingaboutmy

lifebutwehavenevertouchedthose

typeofsubject,boys,sex,"thebirds



andthebees"nowe'veavoideditlike

Iwasneverevergoingtohavesexin

mylifebutIguessmydadtrustedme.

"WhatmakesyousaythatPapa?"I

askedmydad.IknowThapelomust

havetoldthemeverything.

"Weareallhereforyoungwanaka."

Therewasnouselyingortryingto

coverup...Uncomfortableasitis

theyhavestartedthetalkandthey

won'tendituntilItalk.Ican'tdoit

though...



"IhadproblemsbutIsolvedthem

already..."Ipausedandlookedat

them.Theywanteddetailsbut..."It's

beenhard,itfeelslikeIamalone."

"Butwearehereforyou,that'swhy

ThapeloandIevenmovedin."

"It'snotthesame,Iwantmymother.

Youhavethat...Imisshersomuch...

TherearethingsIneedtosharewith

herthatIcan'tsharewithyou.Papa,

weusetotalkandwejustlostthat..."

Icried.Ineedherinmylifenow,I



wanttoshareeverythingwithher.I

rememberthelastthingshesaidto

mewas,

"Imightnotbethereforyouoneday

toguideyou,touchyou,showyou

loveandshoutatyouwhenyoudo

wrongbutknowthatIwillbe

watchingoveryoueveryminute,

secondevenwhenyouareasleep."

Myrespondtothatwasalaugh

becauseIthoughtupuntilthisage

whereIammymomwouldbealive

toshoutandfightwithmelikewe



usedto.Sheknewwhatshewas

talkingabout...

The3ofthemjustlookedatme,they

didn'texpectmetosaythat.My

stressgoesdeeperthantheythought,

Ihavethemandmyfriendsbutthere

willalwaysbethatspaceformy

mom,thatvoidthatsheonlycouldfill.

"IknewyouwerehurtingbutInever

thoughtitwaslikethis,Igaveyou

materialthingsandforgotwhatyou

reallywanted.Youwantedme,my

loveandattention."mydadsaid

givingmeahug.Heisright,the



minuteheremarriedallIgotwas

moneyandeverythingIwanted

exceptallthathehasmentioned.I

wouldaskandhewouldprovide.He

didn'ttakemetoschoolthoughandI

thinkmystepmomhadahandinthat

becauseallthosethingsthatIgot

frommyfatherwasbehindherback.

Thatnighttheyallforgotabout

askingmeaboutmylovelifebecause

wehadmoreimportantthingsto

focuson.Itwaslikeafamily

beginning,wesharedstoriesand

thingswedidn'tknowabouteach

others'childhood.Igottohearhow



myfathergrewuptohowangry

ThapeloandItumelengwerebecause

ofnothavingdadintheirlives,he

apologisedandwepromisedtobein

eachotherslivesandsupportone

otherthroughthickandthin.Thatfelt

likethemostspecialnightofmylife.

Whenwewenttobedwewereall

tiredbuthappy.

Mydadwokeusupthenextdayat

10amforalatebreakfast,lastnight

washectic.Todayhehadevenmade

Paledicleanthehousebuthedidn't

cookthebreakfast,hebought

everythingatWimpy.Wehadourfirst

mealtogetherasthe5ofus,justus



asmynewandonlyfamily.

LateronIgotreadytomeetthegirls,

Iwasinagoodmoodsincemyday

hadstartedoutsoperfect.Igotalift

fromNthabiseng,shebroughther

kidstocomespendthedaywith

Itumeleng,shesaysshewantsthem

tobondwithhim.WishIcouldsee

himindaddymotion...Idon'ttrust

himwiththosekidsthoughandhe

didn'tlookhappyaboutit...

Nthabimightbemovingtoofastfor

him...



WegottoKhumo'shouseandshe

wasbusycookingupastorm.Nthabi

andmewenttosetoutthefood

outsidenexttoapool,Dineogotbusy

onherphonewhilestealingsomeof

thefood.Khumowenttotakeabath

whiletherestofussatoutside.After

shewasdoneshecameoutsideand

went,

"Lookwho'shere?"

Andthenbehindher...

Ntombi!!!



Iwasabouttoask...

"Whatthefuckisshedoinghere?"

ButDineobeatmetoit.

"Iinvitedher."Nthabianswered.

"Oneofusisleavingandit'snotme."

Iangrilysaid.

"Kelebogile,Ididn'tcomeheretofight,



Itookthisasanopportunitytomove

on.Iforgiveyouforeverything."she

saidwithasmilecomingtome.

FORGIVEME???

Ntshwarengpelekebolayamotho!!!!

Iamtemptedtothrowherintothis

pool...
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Haveyoueverhadthatannoying



thingthatkeepsoncomingback

everytimeyoutrygettingridofit?Oh

yeah,youknowwhatImean,thatbee

thatkeepsonbuzzinginyourearand

it'snotalwaysabeebuthumanscan

dothattoo.Itdoesn'tevenhavetobe

apersonyou'veknownforalong

time.Ntombiannoysmetothatpoint

whereIfeellikeshehasmadeherself

acockroachinmylifethatwon'tgo

away,nomatterhowmuchDoomor

RaideIusesheisjusttherelaughing

atmeandmakingmemoreandmore

miserable.Sheisflauntingher

pregnancyandthefactthatshehas

Gabrielandruiningmylifeatthe



sametimeinmyface.Seeingher

doingallthathurtsme,sheknowsit

andshecanseeit,wellsheis

enjoyingherself.Sheisasatisfied

bitchwhodoesn'tevenunderstand

thepainsheiscausingeveryone

aroundher,aslongassheisgood

thentherestoftheworldcangoto

hell.

Idon'twanttofightheranymore,she

isdeviousandamastermindatit,I

hadtogiveupfightinghernot

becauseIamscaredofherbutIsure

knowthatonedaykarmawillbea

bitchworsethanher!Letherrejoice

inhertriumphandwalkinthose



heelslikealadychamp,Iwillsitfrom

adistancebutmakesureit'sa

VVVVVVVVVIPseatandwatchthe

mightyNtombi'sdownfall...

Iamnotcursingherorwishingher

badluck,thatisjustwhatpeoplelike

hergetforwhattheyhavedoneto

others...

Thewheeldoesturn...

Shewalkedtowardsmewithher

weavehangingtohershoulders

shininglikethemostexpensive

glowingjewelleryIhaveeverseen,

herpregnancytummymakingithard



forhertokeepherlegstogether,still

sherockedherhighheelswitha

smileonherfaceandahand

extendedatme.Icouldseeallthat

flyingintothepoolaccompaniedby

screamsoffear,Ismiledbackather

asIimaginethatbuttheangernever

leftmyface.Iwasboilingandready

forhertoapproachme...

"Whoooaaa!!!"Dineosaidjumpingin

frontofmeandholdingNtombiback.

"Idon'twantmyfriendtogotojailfor

murderingapregnantwomanwhileI

helpedher.Ntombiturnaroundand

gogivebirthathome."



"Excusemeyoulowclassbitch,don't

touchme."Ntombisaidslapping

awayDineo'shand.

"Didyoujustinsultmeoryouwantto

takethatback?"DineoaskedNtombi.

Dineocanbeastraatmateifshe

wantstoshem,Ntombilaughedat

her."Watshega?YouseeIamnot

scaredofyouorthefactthatyouare

pregnant,Iwilltrashyoutrashfor

callingmethat.Youthinkyouare

highclass?Pleasebitch,youarenot

evenbetterthanoneofushere."



"Ladiesplease,"Nthabistoodup.

"Thereisnoneedforthis."

"Youbroughtherhere,fixthis."Dineo

saidandgrabbedmebyarm,we

wenttositdownatthetable.

"Whatexactlyisgoingonhere?"

Khumoasked.

"AskKelebogile."Ntombianswered

pointingatme.



IstoodupandwentbacktoNtombi.

"Youwantmetoanswerthat?"Iwas

shoutingthatinherface."Whydon't

youtellthemthatyoucan'tstandto

seemehappy?Tellthemhowyou

stoleGabrielfrommeandhowyou

brokeupKgosiandme.Goahead,

gloat!Ilosteverythingbecauseof

you.Nowyouwantmyfriends,you

canhavethemIwillleave."Isaidand

startedtowalkaway.

Khumograbbedmebymyarmand

turnedmearound.



"Kelebogile,don'tgo.Wearehere

becauseofyou."

"ThanksbutIdon'tseethepoint

anymore."

"OkayfineI'llleave,"Ntombisaidbut

stillnotmoving.

"Good,thenwecanbreathand

gossipaboutyou."Dineosaid.

"Mxm,that'showpeoplelikeyou

behavemos."Ntombisnappedat



Dineo.Shewassoangrythather

cheekswereevenshaking.

"Stillisunsettlingtoknowgorerogo

seba.Leavealready."

"Ihateyoubitch!"Ntombisaid

walkingtoDineowhowassitting

down.Dineogotupandalsowalked

toNtombimakingNtombistopinher

tracks.

"Talkoryouwereabouttodo

something?"DineoaskedNtombi

wholookedlikeshewouldcry



anytimesoon.

UnfortunatelyDineowasstanding

nexttothepoolyappingawayatan

irritated.Ntombi'sangergotthe

betterofhershepushedDineoand

Dineotookafewstepsbacktryingto

balanceherselfthensplash...

FortunateenoughDineocanswim

butassoonasherheadwasabove

thewatershewent,

"WenaNtombi,leaveorelseIam

goingtokillyouforthis.Youthink

you'vegotclassbutyouactlikea



bitchfromthestreet.Wearinghigh

heelsandabodyshaperdoesn't

makeyouagoddess!Doyouhear

me?"

Ntombididn'twastedanymoretime

shewalkedoutofthereinasecond.

Sheisabigmouthwhobarksfrom

farlikeadogwithnoteeth,onething

IknowforsuresheisscaredofDineo,

IneverthoughtNtombifeared

anyone...

Iknowalotofpeoplewhoareafraid

ofDineobecauseofherloudness,

getintoafightwithherandthreaten



tobeatherupinablinkofaneyeyou

wouldn'tknowwhereshe

disappearedto,evenwithherbody

weightshecansqueezeherself

throughaneedlehole,literally!Ilove

herstillbecauseshestoodupforme

andthankGodIamnottheonlyone

thathatesNtombi.

IhelpedheroutofthepoolasKhumo

gaveustowels,shewasstillgoingon

aboutNtombi,callingherallsortsof

names.Wecouldn'tstoplaughing,

onceDineostarts,sheneverstops

andshewasalsolaughing.Thisis

probablythebestweekendIeverhad,



anywayifyouarewithDineothere

willneverbeadullmoment.Butina

fewminutesshedemandedanswers

fromNthabi.

"Okay,Ithoughtyouguyswerecools

andIinvitedher."Nthabisaidnot

lookingbothered.

"Soyouarefriendswithhernow?"

Dineoasked.

"Notreally,wetakewalkstogether

whenIamatKirkneyandsheseems

likeanicegirlandshe'sbeenatthe



houseacoupleoftimes."

"Nicemyfoot!Letmelayitdownfor

youNthabi."Dineosaidandwent

dishingoutmystorytothem.She

kneweverythingsoshejusttold

themfromhowNtombistoleGabriel

tohowshewantsKgosi.Shewas

goodaswealllistenedtoher,Iknew

howitallwentbutthewayshetoldit

mademelookatthewhole

differently,IhadtorealisethatIhad

lostthingsthatwereimportanttome

acoupleofweeksbackbecauseof

herscheming.Sheisagirlona

mission.



Thegirlstriedtocomfortmeeven

thoughtheywerejustmakingme

rememberhowhorriblemyweekwas.

TheycameupwithsolutionsbutI

justthinkit'stoolatetoputmyhope

intoanythingnow.MaybeIshould

moveonandstartsomewhereelse

whereNtombiwon'tinterferebutI

don'tthinkmovingonwillsolve

anything,IloveKgosiandanother

manwillbemorethanadistraction

that'sonlygoingtocausememore

problems,IwillonlybedoingwhatI

didwithDavid,randomsexwith

randomguys.



Afterwhatseemedlikehoursofthem

lecturingmewemovedonfrom

subjectmetoothersubjects,we

avoidedtalkingaboutcurrent

boyfriendsandrelationships.Itwas

nicebeingwiththegirls,wealso

decidednottotouchalcohol,we

swam,ateandspokeagainforhours.

Bythetimewealldecidedtosayour

goodbyeswewerealltiredanditwas

after19:00.Dineodrovebackwithus,

itwasabitawkwardinthecar.Dineo

wasstillangryatNthabiforinviting

Ntombi,buttruthbetoldweallknow

thetruthbehindherrecentdeveloped

hatredtowardsNthabi.



Whenwegottothehousewefound

Thapeloplayingwiththekidswhile

watchingTV.

IamsureItumelengtookanap,

Nthabi'skidsareveryactive,that

muchIknow.

"WhereisItu?He'ssupposetobe

spendingtimewiththem."Nthabi

askedsoundingangry.Dineolooked

atNthabiandwent,

"He'sabsolutelynotreadytobea

father.Mmaweelewenawa



gapeletsa,it'sstillsoon."

"Stayoutofthiswena!"Nthabi

snappedatDineo.

Shewasfuming,shedidn'tjusttrust

Ituwithherkidsbutshewastesting

himandhefailedbigtime!!!
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Ihaveenoughproblemsofmyown

thatIneedtostressmyselfabout

otherthanspendingmytimetryingto



solvemybrothers'affairs.Itumeleng

andThapeloshouldbothbeableto

dealwiththeirissueswithout

bringingthemtomyhouse,Iamnot

beingselfishbutthe2ofthemhad

turnedmyhouseintosomelovenest

oftheirownwhileIhavetosneakout.

AsformyfriendsIdolovethemand

woulddoanythingforthem,they

knowthateventhoughattimeswe

dohaveourdifferencesbutreally

nowhowdoIsolvearelationship

betweenmyfriendandmybrother?I

wasagainstNthabi'sideaofbringing

herkidsoverimmediatelywhenIsaw

herwiththem,Dineoisrighteven



thoughIknowsheisjusttaunting

Nthabi.It'stoosoonforhertobe

tryingtoformarelationshipbetween

Ituandherkids,especiallyforher

kids.Sheshouldhavespokentome

aboutitbutIguessshewouldhave

gonethroughwithitanyway.Shehad

herfirstbabyat22andbeforeshe

gavebirthshewasalreadyaMrs

VuyoandIguessthatgaveherthe

ideaofamarriagewhensheand

Itumelengtriedforarelationship,she

musthavethoughtthatbeing

pregnantwithItumeleng'schild

guaranteedhermarriage.Well,that's

howmostwomanthinkincludingme



andattheendwearetheonceleft

withtheproductofallthat,leftwith

scarsandremindersofourstupidity.

BesidesNthabishouldn'thave

jumpedintoanewrelationshipso

soonafterbeingseparatedfromher

husband,herpregnancyisjusta

productofanactoftheheatofthe

moment.SheandItumelengdidn't

havesexbecausetheyloveeach

other,theyfellinitbecausetheywere

bothexperiencingmaritalproblems

andwhenpinningthepregnancyon

Vuyodidn'tworkshecamerunningto

Itumelengwiththeshameofbeing

alonewithanewbaby.Butlifeisfull



oftricks,Vuyohasbeencheatingand

abusingNthabibutattheendhe

cameoutasMrNicemakingmy

friendlooklikethecheatthatbroke

theirmarriage.Thisismore

complicatedthanthat,Iknow

Itumelengisdivorcedbutasfor

NthabiIdon'tthinksheandVuyoever

wentthroughwithit...

"Baby,Ithinkweshouldgotobed.I

amtiredandyoulooktiredtoo."

DineosaidtoThapelo.Icouldseeit

inhiseyesthathefeltsorryfor

Nthabibuthecouldn'tsayanythingto

herinfearofincriminatingour



brother.

"ThapelowhereisItumeleng?"Nthabi

loudlyrepeatedherself.

"Hewentout."Itumelengreplied.

"When?"sheaskedtearsfillingher

eyesreadytorushoutatThapelo's

answers.

"Nthabi,asmuchasIamenjoying

myselfatthefactthatyouarehurting

nowthisistoomuch.Whydon'tyou



waitforhimandhearwhathehasto

sayforhimself?"Dineosaidmakinga

stupidcommentandspeakingsense

atthesametime.

ThetearsthatNthabiwasfightingto

holdinbetrayedher,shesatonthe

couchandletthemflow.The

youngestofherkidsalsostarted

crying.

"Dineodosomething,I'lltakethekids

tomyroom."Isaidandpickedupthe

youngestandtooktheolderoneby

herlittlehand.



"No,justleavemealone."Nthabisaid.

Wedid.Iwenttomybedroomand

triedtodistractthekidswithmy

cellphone,inaminutetheywere

cluedtoTalkingTom,laughingas

theirfingerstouchedthescreen.

Theygottiredandfinallyfellasleep,I

settledthemcomfortablyonthebed.

Iputmyphoneonchargerandwent

tocheckontheirmom.Shewasstill

onthecouchtwistingherfingers,

"Hey."IsaidtoherasIsatnexttoher.

Shewasn'tcryinganymorebuther



eyeswerestillwet.Ipulledhertome

andgaveherahug.

"Aretheysleeping?"sheaskedpulling

awayfromme.

"Ja,theyseemedtired."

Nthabiwentsilentforawhile,Itried

tospeakbutIcouldn'tcomeupwith

anythinggoodtosayforthat

moment.Everythingisfallingapart

formeandher,sheusedtobethis

strongwomanwhohidtheabuseshe

enduredathomesowell,shehas



neverhadanervousbreakdownand

shewastheonewhoalwaysknew

therightthingstosaywheneveryou

aredownorneededashouldertocry

onsowhensomeonelikethat

crashesyouneverknowhowtodeal

withher.Shemighthavebeenapain

latelytowardsDineoandmebut

Nthabihasbeenthereformebefore

andIcan'toverlookthatbecauseof

herrecentmistake.

"Whydoalwaysthingsgosourforme?

WhatdidIeverdowrong?"



"Don'tsaythat,webothdon'tknow

whathappened."

"Itdoesn'tmatter,it'sover!"

"Nthabidon'tdothattoyourself."I

spokeholdingherhand.

IknowNthabiwon'tsleepuntilItu

comesbackhome,soIsatwithher

lookingnowandthenattheclockon

thewall.Itwaslateandwewerenot

talking,infactwejustsatthereand

didnothingtopassthetime.Iwanted

togotobedbutleavingheronher

owndidn'tseemokay.Myphonerang



fromthebedroom,itwasmydad

tellingmethathe'salreadyhomeand

hadleftwithPaledibutshewillcome

back.Iwantedtotalksomemore

withmydadbuthewaseagerto

hangup.IspoketoPaledi,Imissher

alreadyandIthinksheshouldjust

moveintoo.

Finallyafter00:00thedooropened,

webothstoodupandItumeleng

walkedinasthougheverythingwas

fine.

"Eh,youareback?"hesaidwitha



teasingsmile.

"Wherewereyou?"Nthabishotin.

"What'sgoingon?"

"IleftmykidswithyouItumeleng."

"So,didsomethinghappentothem?"

"No,but..."

"ButwhatNthabi?Iamnota



babysitterandIhadimportantthings

todealwith."Itumelengsaid.Iknow

hedidn'tliketheideaofspending

timewiththekidsbuthecouldhave

dealtwithitdifferentlyandIdon't

thinkspendingtimewiththemwould

havebeenabadthing,Nthabi'skids

areactivelikeallkidsbuttheyare

wellbehaved.

ThiswasabouttogetuglyandI

wasn'tabouttoputoutthefirethat

wasabouthappen.Nthabiwantedto

answerItumelengbutbeforeshedid

sheshotmealookandItookita

signoftellingmetoleaveandIdid.I

leftthemaloneandtheystarted



shoutingateachotherassoonasI

gotintomyroom.Mybedroomdoor

wasclosedbutIcouldhearthem

eventhoughIcouldn'texactlyhear

whattheyweresaying.

Damn,mybrotherisheartless.He

gaveNthabithehopeofbeingwith

herandnowhedoesthistoher,he

treatsthemotherofhischildlikethis?

Claponce!

Iwantedtogoandinterferejustto

getthemtoactcivilbutIknow

Itumelengwilltellmetomindmy

ownbusiness,aftersometimetheir



shoutingdieddown.Ithoughtthey

werenowtalkinglikerealgrownups

butNthabiwalkedintothebedroom

intears.Istoodandlookedather,

shegotintobednexttoherkidswith

herclothesstillonandputherarm

onthem.Ididn'twanttobotherher

soIchangedintomypjs,switched

offthelightandgotintobed.

Icouldhearhersobbinginthedark.I

really,reallycareaboutmyfriendbut

seriouslyIwastootiredtocomfort

her,itwashardtoavoidherbut

eventfullyIfellasleep.



Isleptpeacefullyanddecidedto

sleepinlatebutNthabi'skidshad

ideasoftheirown.Theywere

jumpingonthebed,ontopofmeand

theirmotherdidn'teventellthemto

sitstillandIdidn'thavethepower

either.Theywantedtogooutsidebut

Nthabiwouldn'tletthem.Shecan't

hideinhereforeverandsheneedsto

decidesonwhattodonext.

Igotoutofbedandputonmygown,

shewassittingupinbedandIwasa

bitpissedoffather.It'saSundayand

Ineededtorestandshecouldn't

restrainherkids.



Ididn'ttalktoher,shelookedoutofit

asshesatupandjuststaredinto

blankspace.Iammadatherforalot

ofthingsbutshelookssovulnerable

now,nothinglikethewomanIknow.I

reallyfeelforher...

Iwenttositonthebedtotalktoher.

Weheardnoisescomingfromthe

kitchen,itwasDineoscreaming.

NthabiandIranoutofthebedroom

tothekitchenwithherkidsfollowing

behindus.

ItumelengwasontopofThapelo



beatingtheheckoutofhimwhile

Dineowasscreamingforhimtostop,

"Itumelengstop,youaretheonewho

leftme,remember?"

Dineowassayingallthatjustto

makeNthabirealisethatmybrothers

werefightingoverher!!!
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Myfriendshaveturnedagainsteach

otherlikeaKappalogo,eachlooking



theirownwaysbutsomehowfinding

waystostillhurteachother.Howdid

thingsgetthisfar?Idon'tknow!I

havebeenfriendswiththisgirlssince

college.Nthabiwasthehardworking

eagertostudygirlwhomadethe

partyanimalsinmeandDineojoin

herbutweonlydidthatkaexamtime.

Ourfriendship?Wehadthatgirlish

friendship,weusedtogossipabout

eachotherthenconfronteachother

followedbysilenttreatmentofafew

days,stealeachothersthingsand

we'vebeenjealousofeachothertoo,

theywerelikemy2crazysistersthat

Ineverhadbutithasneverbeenthis



badwherewecouldn'tevenstand

eachother.IunderstandDineo'spain

andthefactthatshehatedNthabifor

itbutshehasmovedonwithThapelo,

orsowethink.Idon'tunderstand

whyyouhavetohatesomebodyjust

becausetheyarewithsomeoneyou

werewith,thatsimplymeansthe

personwasneveryoursinthefirst

placeandbesidesnooneowns

anyoneinthisworld.OkayfineIhate

Ntombitoobecausesheiswith

Gabrielbutsheplayedaverydirty

gametowinhimoverandbesides

NtombiisnothingtomeunlikeDineo

andNthabi.Ihaveforgiventhem



thoughforhowtheytreatedmethe

timetheythoughtIwastheenemy.I

don'tgetwhytheycan'tmoveon,

especiallyDineo,shehastoforgive

andforgetasshehasneverbeen

abletorestrainhertongue,astraight

shooterandunabletokeepsecrets

soIcansayweareusedtoherbeing

likethatandwe'veneverhatedher

forthat.

Icouldn'tjuststandbackandwatch

mybrothershurteachotherlike

animalseventhoughThapelowas

theonegettingabeating.Hewasn't

fightingbackandIthinkit'sbecause



herespectsItuorelsethingswould

befallingoverandbreaking.Itriedto

getItuoffThapelobuthewastoo

strongandwouldn'tstopnomatter

howloudIbeggedandscreamedat

himsoIjustthrewmyselfontopof

ThapeloandItuaccidentallyhitme

onmybackwithhishardfist.I

screamedinpain,herealisedwhathe

justdid.HetriedtoturnmeoverbutI

justhangontoThapelocrying.Both

mybrothers'attentionwasonme

tryingtoseehowbadlyIwashurt.

Thapelotriedtohelpmeupwhilehe

wasstilldown.



"Whatthehelliswrongwithyou?

Fightingwithyourbrother,likereally

Itu?"IheardNthabishoutingatItu.I

couldn'treallyseewhatwasgoingon

asIwasstillcryinginThapelo'sarms

butIgotmyselfoutofhisarmsto

lookattheshameonItumeleng's

face.Itumelengisnothimselflately,

hisangerissueisgettingoutof

control.Nthabiwasholdingher

youngestchild,tearsrunningdown

boththeircheeks.

Itumelengtookafewstepsbackand

forthasifhestillwantedtopunch

somethingtogettheangeroutof



him,wejustlookedathimandwaited

forhimtomakemovebuthewalked

outthedoor.IlookedatThapeloand

hisfacedidn'tlookbadjusthehada

bitofbruisesonhischeeks,hehad

protectedhisfacewithhishands

whileItuwasthrowingpunchesbut

stillhewasconcernedaboutme.

"I'msorryIamgoingtopack,Ican't

dothisanymore."Nthabisaidthen

wenttoItumeleng'sroom.Sheishurt,

badly,sherealisesthatiftheyreally

werefightingoverDineoorratherItu

wasbeatingupThapelooverDineoit

meanshestilllovesher.Iknew



thingswouldgetuglyeventhoughI

didn'tthinkitwouldbebetweenmy

brothers,IhadthoughtDineoand

Nthabiwouldbetheonestoendup

withtheresultsofallthismess,they

arethemastermindsofthiswhole

plan.ButsomehowIthinkitworked

inDineo'sfavour,shehasheranswer,

Itumelengstilllovesher!

Nthabicamebackwithherbagsand

putthemonthecouchwhileDineo

andThapelowerefussingoverme.I

gotanaccidentalpunchforheaven's

sake!Ishouldbefussingover

Thapelocheckingtheextendofhis



injuriesbecauseIknowhemusthave

sustainedsomethingsomewherein

hisbody.IfeltItumeleng'sblow,it

washeavythatitalmostknockedthe

airoutofmeandunlikemeThapelo

didn'tjustgetone.

"Thapelo,canIpleasetalktothegirls

beforeIleave."Nthabisoftlyasked

Thapelo.

"Sure,wannacheckmyface."hesaid

thenleft.Hetookthekidswithhim.

Nthabisatdownacrossusfacingus.



"Itsbad.Thingshavegonetoofar

andIwanttocleartheair.Iknowyou

hatemeDineoandIamnotgoingto

makeexcusesonhowIhurtyou.I

wantedthingstoworkwithItuandI

amnotsayingthisbecauseitdidn't

butbecauseIrealisehowmuchyou

hateme.DineoIamsorry,Ihave

brokenupourfriendship,Ijustwant

myfriendsback.Ihaveapologised

beforebutitdoesn'tseemenough,

it'sgoingtobeahardpregnancyand

ifIwon'thaveItumelenginmylifeI

don'tthinkIwillsurvivenothaving

youtoo.I...am...so...sorry..."Nthabi



saidcryingashervoicetearedaway.

Dineogotupandwenttoher,she

gaveNthabiahug.

"I'msorrytoo,Iamtheonewho

messedupandtookthingsfar.Iwas

hurtbutIshouldhaveneverevertried

tohurtyoubackandIthinkyou

shouldtryandworkthingsoutwith

Itumeleng,thefightwasjustabig

misunderstanding."Dineospoke

smilingatNthabi,itwassogood

seeingmyfriendstalkingthings

through.



"Idon'tthinkso,Idon'twanttostress

anymore.Maybewewilltryagain

afterIgavebirthandthat'sifyou

wouldn'tmind."

"It'snotsupposetobeuptome,Ijust

wantyoutobehappy."

Ohhhhsweet...Theygaveeachother

hugsandIwentintoomakingita

grouphug.Thisislovely...

"Ithinkweshouldhaveadrinkto

celebratethismoment."Dineo

excitedlysaidandifthiswasTVI



wouldsayshewantstopoison

Nthabi,howcouldshesaythatafter

allthis?Fishy-fishy...

"I'llmakeussometea."Isaidgetting

up.

"Ohno,Iwantsomebeer.SawCastle

liteinthefridge."

Well,that'sjustDineobeingherself.

"NotformeIthinkIshouldleave,it's

alreadylate."Nthabisaid.Shewas



right.

Iwenttogetherkidswhilesheand

Dineotookherbagstothecar.

Ididn'tknockIjustopenedthedoor,

theroomwastooquite.Thekids

weresleepingonThapelo'sbedand

hehadjoinedthemtoo.Ireallydidn't

havethehearttowakethemup,they

lookedsopeaceful.I'llgogetNthabi

tocomewakethemupherself.She

andDineowerewhereIthinkIhad

leftthem.

"Nthabi,theyaresleeping."Isaid.



"Heleftinmycar.Itumelengtookmy

car."Nthabisaidsoundinglikeshe

didn'tbelievehedid.Ididn'teither,

Itumelengisstartingtoactoutof

character,wherecouldhebeatthis

timeofthenight?Drivinginthestate

hewasinwhenheleftcouldbe

dangerous.

"Uhm...maybeyoushouldsleepover.

Thekidsarecomfortablysleeping

withThapelo."Isaid.

"I'llsleepwithyouinthespare



bedroom.Letmegetoneor2nyana

forthenight."Dineosaidgoingtothe

kitchen.Sheisreallyseriousabout

drinking,onaSundaynogalwhen

tomorrowshe'sgoingtowork.Ai...

TheywenttobedandIdecidedto

takeabath,it'sbeenalongday.I

didn'tstaylonginthewater,I

wrappedmyselfinatowelafter

dryingmyselfandwenttomy

bedroom.Thapelowasinthe

sittingroomwatchingTVwiththe

volumeverylow,hedidn'tevensee

meashehasswitchedoffthelights.

Iwenttomyroomandputonmypj's.



IwanttocheckonhimfirstbeforeI

sleep.

Iwenttositwithhim,Iaskedhim

howhewasfeelingandhejustsaid

okay.Icouldtellhedidn'twanttotalk,

soIsatwithhimandwatchedthe

actionmovieinfrontofus.Ihatethis

typeofmoviesbytheway.

Halfwaythroughthemovieweheard

acarpullingin,Ihadnodoubtitwas

Itumeleng.Myheartstartedpumping

faster,whatifhehascomebackto

finishoffThapeloormaybehewent

togethisgunand...



Ohno,Ican'tbethinkingthisterrible

thoughtsaboutmyownbrother,he's

notcrazy,hewouldn'tdoanyofthose

things.ButstillIamscared...

ThapeloandIstoodupwhenthe

dooropened,Itumelengcamein

lookingtiredanddrained.Welooked

athimasthoughweexpectedhimto

makeanothermoveonThapelo.He

walkedtouslikesomethingwas

pushinghim.

"It'samess,everything.I'msorry..."

Hewentdownonhiskneesandput



hispalmstogetheronhischest

lookingatThapelo.Thiswashardto

watch,helookeddifferent.Hislips

weredry,hejustwasn'tthebrother

thatIknow.Thapelohelpedhimup,

"ComeonBro,don'tdothis."

Icouldn'tbelieveThapelowasdoing

this,Iwouldbemadashellrightnow

demandingtoknowwhyhebeatme

up.

Hehelpedhimtoacouch.



"Idon'tknowwhatIamgoingtodo.I

messedupandIkeeponmessing

up..."Itumelengwentonandon

abouthowhemessedup,hewasn't

reallymakingsensethough.

AgainthedooropenedandNtombi

walkedinholdingbags.

Igotupandwenttoher.

"Whatthehellareyoudoinghere

wena?"Iangrilyaskedherreadyto

throwherout.Idon'tcarewhat

happenedtoher,sheisnotwelcome



inhere.

"Hethrewmeout."shesoftlysaid.

"Andyoudecidedtocometomy

house?"

"No,hesaidIshouldgotomybaby's

father."

"Andyourbaby'sfatherstayshere,in

myhouse?Don'tbecrazywena!"

Shedidn'tanswerme,Ilookedatmy



brothersandItumelenghadburied

hisfaceinhishands.

"Itumeleng?"Isaidindisbelieve.

"Imessedup."hesaidstillcovering

hisface.

HAIBO...
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Amess?That'sallthatcouldpossibly

comeoutofhismouthrightnow?



Thatisjustonewordthatdoesn't

evensumupthestupidthings

Itumelengisdoing.Ifhewasyounger

thanmeIwouldbescoldinghimso

hardrightnowhewouldlockhimself

inhisroomforaweekfiguringouta

wayouthissocalled"mess".Noone

hisagebehaveslikethis.Thisis

rubbish,disgustandeverything

problematicthatloosedogsgetupto

andhellhe'sinbigshit.Itumeleng

doesn'thaveaholdofanythinginhis

life,fromhisfailedmarriagewith

Bettydowntothis,2pregnant

womenatthesametime?Hecannot

evenaffordhimselfrightnow,heis



notcontributingtoanythinginthis

house,mydadandThapelotakecare

ofthings.AndthelasttimeIchecked

Nthabiwastryingtobuildsome

friendshipwithNtombi,I'vewarned

herthough,okayIdidn't.Mara

Itumeleng!Beatinguphisown

brotherisshortofnothingto

impregnatingrubbishlikeNtombi,I

amsayingsheisrubbishbecause

sheactslikeaperfectlittleMiss

whilesheisasfaultyastherestofus,

Imightevenbebetterthanher.She

foughtwithmeputtingherselfoutas

thevictimisedbabymamawhowas

wrongedbyasidechickwhereasshe



isthebadasssleepingaround,yes,

shemanagedtosleepwith2men

thatshewasn'teveninrelationships

with.WhendidsheandItumeleng

everhappenandhowdidGabrielfind

outthatheevenhadtosendher

packing?Iwonderwhatisgoingon

withhimrightnow,Hemustbemust

berunningoutofhismind...

ButfornowIdon'tcareifNtombiis

carryingsomethingthatisrelatedto

meornotIdon'twantherinmy

house,Itumelengcanbookher

someplaceandbesidessheisabig

girlwithahighpayingjob,Iheard

thatfromher,sheisnotafraidto



throwthataroundconsideringIam

justa"nurse"toher.Ididsayoneday

shewouldrealisehowimportantI

am...

"Ntombi,Idon'twantyouinmyhouse

sopleaseleave."Isaidpointingatthe

doorforherasIstoodinfrontofher.

I'drathershareahousewithallthe

hobosoftheworldthanher,Ican't

wakeuptoherfaceeverydayand

thatexpensivesmellofherperfume

thatneverleavesherbodydrivesme

nuts.



Shehasanattitudeshem...Imagine...

ShejustwalkedpassmelikeIwasn't

eventalkingtoher.SheknowsIwont

doanythingtoherbecausesheis

pregnantandsheistemptingmeto

touchher.Iwon'tgiveherthe

satisfaction,thoughtheurgeistoo

difficulttoignore.Bathong,shegave

mehellbecauseofGabrielandnowI

amnotabouttospareher.Igrabbed

herbyherarmandpulledherbackto

thedoor.

"Letgooffme,wheredoyouexpect

metogoatthistimeofthenight?"



"Idon'tcare,justleave.Gosleepin

yourminiorbegGabrielifyouhave

to."

"Iamnotasdesperateasyou,thisis

yourchanceyoucangotohim."

"Mxm,youwish!Iwouldn'tdareyour

leftovers."Isaidlettinggooffher,

shesmiledandwent,

"Youdaredthemthelasttime."



"OkayLebo,it'slatewewilldealwith

thistomorrowmorning."Thapelosaid

butthatmeansIhavetolethersleep

inmyhouse.

"Andwherewouldshesleep?"Iasked

Thapelohopingtothrowablanketin

thegarage.

"She'llgotoItu'sroom,he'lltakethe

couch."HesaidtoItumelengbut

lookingatmethentoNtombi,"Come,

I'lltakeyoutohisroom."

Hehelpedherwithherbags,Iwas



madashellasIwatchedherwalking

behindThapelo,shewashereto

tauntmeandifshedoesn'tleaveby

tomorrowIwillkillherwithmyown2

hands.Sheisdesperatebutdoesn't

evenshowit,Idon'tknowifsheis

actingtoughorhappythatsheishere.

Itwouldhavehelpedifshehadbeen

onherkneesandbeggedmetohelp

herout,maybeIwouldhavebeen

nicer.

IwenttositnexttoItumeleng,

"Youhavetodosomething,things



can'tcarryonlikethis."Isaidtohim

whenitwasjustthe2ofus.

"Shecameinheronedaylookingfor

Gabriel,Iwasaloneandsheseduced

me."hesaidoutoftheblueatleast

hesoundedbetterthanearlier.

"ThatisnotanexcuseItumeleng,she

ispregnant,Nthabiispregnant,Itu

please..."

"IguessIammyfather'sson,

plantingthemeverywhere."



"IamnotjokingItumeleng."

"MetooandbelievemeNtombi's

babyisnotmine."

"Really?Whattheheckisshedoingin

myhousethen?"

"AllweekendIhavebeenrunning

aroundtryingtogettothebottomof

this,shewon'ttalk."

"YouhadsexwithherItumeleng."



"Jabutshecouldn'thavegotten

pregnantthen.Weusedacondom

andIstoppedhalfwaythroughit,we

didn'tfinish.Theremustbeathird

person."

Heeeebanna,Ntombisleeping

around?Ineverthoughtshewasthat

type,thisgirlisworsethanme.I

thoughtIwastheewhore,evensome

ofyoucalledmethatandIwas

startingtobelieveitbutcomparedto

NtombiIamasaint.Iknewwhomy

baby'sfatherwas.Ionlysleptwith2



guysandIwasalreadypregnant

whenIsleptwithGabriel.

"Whatareyougoingtodo?"

"Idon'tknow,IlikeNthabibutshe

bringsalotyoh."

"Youarenotinapositiontojudge."

"Yeah..."heansweredmethen

laughed.MaraItumeleng!Aishem...

Webothwenttobedinthemorning,



around2am.Itumelengrefusedto

sleeponthecouchandwenttojoin

ThapeloandNthabi'skids.The

minuteIlaidmyheadonthepillowI

fellasleepandaround6ammyphone

rang,Iignoredthecalls.6:30Igotout

ofbedandtookaquickshower.

NthabiandDineohadalreadyleft,

don'taskmewhen,Ididn'thear

anything.Trustmeby7Iwasdone

andheadingtogetataxi.Ididn'tput

anymakeup,Iwasjustmyself.Onmy

waytogetataxiacarpulledinfront

ofmeanditwasGabriel.Iwentto

othersideoftheroadandcontinued

walking.



"Icanseeyouarelateletmetakeyou

towork.PleaseLebo...Lebo...Lebo

weee..."hesaidcallingmeshouting

inthestreetwithhisheadoutofhis

carwindow.Idon'thavetimetoplay

withGabriel,heshouldstopchasing

aftermeandgoworkthingsoutwith

Ntombi.Butontheotherhandheis

rightIdoneedaride.Iamlateanda

taxiwouldmakeitworse.Ithought

aboutitforafewsecondsthenwhat

theheck.

Igotinhiscarashesmiledatme

andlickedhissexylips.Hedroveme

towork...



Ontheway...

"So,howareyoudoing?"heasked

melookingatmethenattheroad.

"I'mokayandyou?"

"Good,justmissedyou."

"AreyousayingthatbecauseNtombi

isatmyhouse?"



"Soshecametoherbabydaddy?"

"AndIthoughtyouwerethefather."

"Iam."

What?DidIhearcorrectlyorhe'sjust

saying?

"Sheiscarryingmychild,I'mjust

teachingheralessonforsleeping

around."

Modimo,doesthisdomguyknow



thatheisruiningmylifewithhisbaby

mamainmyhousefornothing,he's

alsoturnedmybrother'slifeupside

downandwhataboutNthabi,thiswill

crushherforgood.IcanseeGabriel

andNtombiarefullofgamesand

pranksbuttheyshouldn'tinvolveus,

theyarehurtingpeopleandruining

lives.

"Whyareyousoquiet?"heaskedme

puttingahandonmythigh.

"Iamthinking."



"Don't,IknowyouthinkIambeing

cruelbutit'spaybacktoyourbrother

too.Hebeatmeupthetimeyouwere

inhospital,hewasactinglikehewas

perfectyetlookathimnow."

"Idon'twanttohearanymore

Gabriel."Isaidandlookedoutside

throughthewindow.

"Well,Iwashopingthiswouldmake

youhappy.Wecantryagain..."he

saidandIwantedtospeakbuthe

hadalreadyparkedthecarandhe

softlykissedmylips.Ithappenedso



fastIdidn'thavethetimetostophim.

Andhetookmybreathaway..."Imiss

you..."hewhisperedthenpressedhis

lipsagainstmine,openedhisand

deeplykissedme."I'llcomepickyou

upafterwork."hesaidthenwiththe

handthatwasonmybreasthe

openedthedoorforme.

Iwalkedoutandhurriedinside

withoutlookingback.Iwentstraight

tomyworkstationandclosedthe

door.Ibreathlesslyleanedagainst

thedoorandhitmyforeheadwithmy

palms.



"Stupid,stupidKelebogile!"Isaid

angryatmyselfforallowingGabriel

tocomethatclosetome.Hedidn't

promiseanything,hejustsaidhe

missesmeandImelted.Hedidn't

sayhewasbreakingupwithNtombi

eitherbutIcan'thelpitbutgetalittle

excited.No,no,no,Gabrielwhatare

youdoingtome?Ishouldn'thave

gottenintohiscarinthefirstplace.

IstartedworkmakingsureIdidn'tget

thechancetothinkaboutGabriel,

overloadingmyselfwithworkeven



thoughmybodywastiredfromlack

ofsleep.EventhoughIdidn'twantto

thinkofGabrielIcouldn'tstopmyself,

it'shard.Icouldstillfeelhistouch,

hiswetlipsagainstmine.Eish...

Icheckedmywristwatchanditwas

13:00andIcouldn'ttakeitanymore,

mybodywastiredandIcouldhardly

openmyeyes.Idecidedtoclosethe

doorandtakeanhournaponmy

desk,maybeIwillfeelbetter.Iclosed

myeyesanddozedoff,itwasnice

andpeaceful.ThenextthingIfelta

handtouchingmeandshakingme

andavoicetellingmetowakeup.I



wassleepingnicelyanddidn'twant

to,ItriedtoslapthehandawaythenI

realisedthatIwassleepingatwork.I

thoughtitwasGabrielandthoughtI

hadalsoslepttillchailetime.Igotup

sofastandwhenIlookedupmyeyes

metwithKgosi'scoldstare.

"Kgosi?"Isaidindisbelieve.

"Darling."

"AmIdreaming?"



"No."

Heislyingthismustbeadream...

ItriedtomoveforwardtohimsoI

couldtouchhim,Imovedsofastnot

seeingthechairinfrontofme,it

knockedmesohardthatIfell

backwardandlandedonmybutt.

Kgosipushedthechairtotheside

andhelpedmeup.

"Areyouokay?"heaskedtryingto

searchmeforinjuries.Ijustwent

quiteandstaredathim.



"Answerme!"hesaidshakingmein

hisarms.Hiseyesandhisgriponme

softenedwhenhewent,"Iloveyouso

muchandIwillneverleaveagain,I

madesureofthat.Iwantyouinmy

lifeforever,nomoregames."

"Promise?"Iasked.

Henodhisheadyes...

"Youarecomingbacktothehouse

withmeright?"



Ohno,Gabrieliscomingtogetme

afterwork!!!

Ohwell,Gabrielwhobytheway???

[8/28,4:44PM]Kelibo:Chapter

155>>>

Kgosihasawayofalwayscoming

backtome,he'stherewhenIleast

expecthim.ThistimeIwastryingto

moveonfromhimforgoodbecause

whensomethinghappensbetween

usitalwayshurtssobad,Ialways

wonderthingsabouthim.Iknowthat



heisloyaltome,hehasn'tgivenme

muchreasonstodoubthimandI

havetosaythankGodhecameback

intime.ItellyoutonightIwasgoing

toendupinbedwithGabriel

consolingeachotherandwatchhim

thenextdayfixthingswithNtombi,

goaheadjudgeme,callmenames

butIcan'tcontrolhowIfeel.IknowI

loveKgosiandwanttobewithhim

butIstillhavethathopeofhaving

Gabrielinmylife,hehasthatspecial

thingabouthimthatIcan'tresist,a

certaincharm.Ihaveneverloveda

manbefore,Iknewhowtobein

controlofmyfeelingsandIneverlet



peopleintimidatemeliketheway

Ntombidoes,thatgirlkillsmylittle

selfconfidenceandburiesitwith

stonesandcement.Iusedtocarry

myselfwithconfidenceandnever

fearedanycompetition.Don'tgetme

wrongoranythingIamhappythat

Kgosiisback,attimesIthinkmy

attractiontoGabrieliscausedbyhis

absence,Imisshimsomuch

wheneverheisnotaroundthatI

alwaysfindmyselfinthearmsof

Gabriel,thewarmarmsofGabriel

thatneverdisappointsbuthurts.

Physicallyhe'sforevertherebut

emotionallyhe'sneverwithme.My



weaknessforGabrielangersmetoo.

IstoodstilllookingatKgosi,Iwasn't

lookingstraightintohiseyesthough,

hejuststareddownatmetoo.Kgosi

haseyesthatnoyoucanlookintofor

averylongtime.It'sliketheybite

onceyoutrytolockyourswiththem,

Ihavetriedseveraltimesbutalways

thefirstonetolookaway.Iamhappy

whenIamwithhim,atpeacebuthe

isdifferent,Idon'thavetocompete

withanyoneforhisaffectionbutallI

haveishispresenceandwarmth.I

wantmore,Iwantthedeepestofhim,

thethingthatdoesn'tmakehimsmile,



IwanttoknowwhatitissoIcangive

himtheoppositeofit.

"Youdon'tknowhowmuchIlove

you."Isaidtohim.Heheldmetighter

inhisarms.

Heaskedmeagaintospendthe

nightwithhim,Isaidyes.Hereally

didn'thavetoask,Iwasgoingto

invitemyselftohishouseanyway.

2hoursleftbeforeknockofftime.So

Kgosidecidedtogotothegymand

comebacklatertopickmeup.Igot

Thabotogetmesomeenergydrink,I



wastiredandneededsomepickme

upbecausetheexcitementofseeing

Kgosididn'tdomuch.Theenergy

drinkdidn'treallyhelp,Icouldstill

feelthatIwastired,butIjustpushed

on.

IwrappedupquicklyandmadesureI

wasdoneby16:30.Don'twantto

keepKgosiwaiting,Ithencalledhim,

hewasalreadyoutsidewaitingfor

me.Itookmyhandbagandheaded

out.Ihavetogopassbymyhouse

andgetsomeclothesfortomorrow,I

shouldn'thavepackedmythings

fromhishouse.



AsIwalkedouttheclinicIsaw

Gabriel'scarparkedontheotherside

oftheroadandKgosi'scartoo.Iam

abouttobreaksomebody'sheart

todayanditmightevenbemine...But

therewassomethingelse,togetto

Kgosi'scarIhadtopassGabriel'scar

first,

IshouldhavecalledGabrielandtold

himnottocome..

Whydidn'tIcallhim???

Icouldgobackandcallhiminthe

clinicandtellhimtogohome,hewill

havetounderstandbuthewas

lookingatmeandIamsosurehe



thoughtIwascominghisway.Well,

atleastKgosiwasfacingtheother

waybutIknewhewaswatchingme

throughhisreviewmirror,wonderif

hehasseenGabrielyet.

Thisisamess!

Itriedtoswallowbutmythroatwas

dryandithurts.

IwalkedasfastasIcouldstraightto

Kgosi'scar,Ilookedtheotherway

pretendingnottoseeGabriel.WellI

passedhimandthoughtImadeit

then...

"Heywena,Lebo,Lebo!"Damn.



Gabrielwascallingme.

IwantedtoignorehimbutifIdidit

willlooksuspicious,Iwilllookguilty.

SoIturnedaroundandwent,

"Oh,sheisinside.She'scomingout

now,now."

ThenagainIquicklywalkedto

Kgosi'scar.HopehegetswhatIam

tryingtodo...

"Lebo,wait!"



"Don'tworryshe'scoming,bye-bye."I

saidnotlookingback.

Hopehedoesn'tgetoutofhiscar...

IgottoKgosi'scarandopenedthe

frontpassengerdoor.Isettledinnot

lookingatKgosi.Didn'teventhinkof

greetinghim,allIwantedwastohide

fromGabriel.

"Yoh,Iamsotired.Canyouplease

wakemeupwhenwegettothe



house."Isaidloweringmyseatand

makingitlooklikeIwassleeping.

Kgositooksometimebeforehe

startedthecar,Idon'tknowwhathe

wasdoingandIcouldn'tlook

becauseIwaspretendingtosleep.

HefinallyputthecaringearandI

couldfeelthatitwasmoving.He

droveforafewminutesandIdecided

tositup.Hedidn'tsayanything,he

justkeptondriving.Ilookedback,I

couldn'treallyseeGabriel'scarandI

didn'twanttolooklongenough.

Kgosi'sphonebeeped.



"Getthisforme."hesaidhandingme

hisphone.Ihesitatedforabitbefore

Itookit...

Hisphonedoesn'tevenhavea

passwordorawallpaper.He'shadit

eversinceImethimbutthewhole

thingaboutitlooksbrandnew.

"Oh,it'sanemailfromanElizabeth...

Uhm..."IsaidbeforeIreadit."Booked

MrSmithattheusualhotel,

Mazibukofailedtopitchfortheir

meetingandSmithisnothappy.



Comerightover,I'mwithhim."

There,Gabrielcomesupagain!I

foundmyselfreadingGabriel's

surnameandhopingKgosidoesn't

realisehownervousIwas.Whydidn't

hejustgotothebloodymeeting?

Waitaminute...hechosemeovermy

job...Heneedsthemoneyforalotof

things,hismom,theHouseplushe

hasanewbabyontheway.Herisked

thatforme...Ifeelguiltybutabit

happythathewoulddothatforme.

Kgosichangeddirectionsfromhis



housetothehotel.Wecan'tbothbe

goingtohismeetinglookinglikethis,

Iwasstillinmyuniformandhewas

wearinghisbulgygymwannabeJaz-

ZclothesbutIdidn'tsayanything.I

wasafraidtoashemightsnapatme,

hewasveryangry,hisdrivingsaid

thatmuch.WegottothehotelandI

knewthehotelverywell,Ihave

attendedafewconferencesthere

before.Hisauntwaswaitingforhim

holdinghissuitforhim.Hetookit

fromherandtoldhertotakecareof

me.Hewalkedawayleavingmewith

her.

Gabriel'scarcamerushingin,he



parkeditnexttoKgosi's.Hecame

outwearinganavybluesuit,looking

sohandsome.

"Mazibuko?"Kgosi'sauntsaid.

"Elizabeth,whereisMrSmith?"he

askedhernotlookingatme.

"YouarelateandKgosihastaken

careofhim."

"Idoublebookedmyself."Hesaid

thenlookedatme.Iquicklylooked



away.

ElizabethtoldhimwhereKgosiand

Smithwhere,hehurriedthere.

IstoodnexttoElizabethlookingas

guiltyashell.Iammessingwith2

menthatworkcloselytogetherandI

seemtobeinterferingwiththattoo.I

knowGabrieldoesn'tlikeKgosiand

heknowsthatIdodgedhimtobe

withKgosi.Hopehedoesn'tmake

thisnightaverydifficultoneforme

tonight.

"Comewithme,Ithinkthehotel's

boutiqueisstillopen.Wecanuse



Kgosi'screditcardtogetyou

somethingtochangeinto."Elizabeth

said.Ifollowedhertotheboutique,

whichwasnexttothereceptionand

luckilytheywerestillopen.

Ididn'treallylikemostoftheir

clothes,theirclothesmadeoutof

traditionalfabricsorshouldIsaythey

weretraditionalclothes.Elizabeth

endedupchoosingoutfitsforme,2

dressesthatatleastlookedplain,a

skirtandatopandsomeunderwear.

ShetoldmethatKgosihasasuitat

thehotel,shetookmetothesuit

whereItookashowerandchanged

intothehotelrobe.Isatinthemiddle



ofthebedcrossedleggedand

checkedmyphone,Ihaven'tgone

throughitthewholeday.Ihad

missedcallsfromKgosiandGabriel,

thecallsthatIreceivedinthe

morningwereallfromKgosi.

IwishIknewwhatwasgoingonin

thatmeeting,Iknowit'sallbusiness

andhasnothingtodowithmebutI

can'thelpbeingparanoid.Iwas

wreck,IknowKgosiwon'tdo

anythingbutIdon'ttrustGabriel.He

feelswrongedandwhatIdidearlier

wouldjusttriggerhim.

Elizabeth,Kgosi'sauntwaswithme

intheroom.Shewaswatchingthe



newsontheTVsittingonthecouch

inthecorner,sheswitchedtheTVoff

andcametositnexttomeonthe

bed.Shelookedlikeshewantedto

saysomethingtomeandtruethat

shehadalottosaytome.

"WhenyouleftKgosiwasvery

devastated,hepackedandracedto

Namibiatohisdad."shesaidlooking

atme.Ijustsatthereandlistenedto

her,ifshewantstojudgemeand

blamemeforsomethingIwilllether

asIdon'thavethestrengthtofight

her.



"IknowaboutyouandGabriel."she

saidsoundingintimidating.Ilooked

attheblackTV'sscreen.Ididn'tknow

whattosaytoher."IheardwhatI

knowfromNtombi,shecametothe

houseonSaturday."

"Whatdidshesay?"

"Shesaidalotaboutyour

miscarriageandaboutyouand

Gabriel.IlaterfoundoutthatKgosi

alsoknew."

"IloveKgosiandIwanttobewith



himbutGabrielandNtombikeeps

comingbetweenus."

"Idon'twanttotakesidesbutKgosi

lovesyoutoo.You'vehurthimIknow

that,helovesyoudespitethat.Allyou

havetodoisputyourfocusonhim,

makehimhappyandforgetabout

Gabriel.Theboyisbadnews.Iam

Kgosi'sauntandthismightsound

likeIamtryingtoprotecthim,wellit's

truebutIalsolikeyou."

"IdidaterriblemistakeandIwill

neverstopregrettingit."



"Kgosihadadifficultupbringing,he

losthismomwhenhewasvery

youngandIbelievethesamething

happenedtoyou."

"Yes,Iwas18."

"How?"

"Shediedfromcancer."

"Kgosi'smomwasmytwinsister,she

leftKgosi'sdadandmarried



someoneelse.Shewasmurderedby

herhusbandandKgosifoundher

bodyinapoolofbloodintheirhome.

IhadtostepinraiseandKgosi,the

happylittleboythatIknewvanished

andhechangedintothisquiteboy..."

shespokeasshestartedcrying.I

pulledherinmyarmsandcriedwith

her.Thewholethingwashorrifying,

Kgosiwasonly11whenhe

witnessedallthat.Nowonderhe

actedthewayhedid,quite,not

smilingandsocoldattimes.Icannot

imaginewhathewentthroughand

stillhadtodealwiththateverysingle

dayofhislife.Ialsohadtoaddto



thatwithmycheating.

Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutthe

nextthingIwokeupandElizabeth

wasnotintheroomwithmebut

Kgosiwas.Hewassleepingnaked

nexttome,notcoveredbyanything.I

slowlyturnedaroundandlaidonmy

backbutturnedmyheadtohisside.

Hewassleepingpeacefully,withhis

eyesclosed,helookedbeautiful,he

washidingthosecoldeyesofhis.

"Gosh,IloveyouKgosiwithallmy

heartandIpromiseneverevertohurt



youagain."Iwhisperedtohim.He

openedhiseyesandIquicklyturned

theotherway.Ifeltembarrassedand

likeacowardbecauseIcouldn'tsayit

straighttohimsinceandanywayI

wasanywayonlymakingapromise

tomyself.

"WhatdidElizabethsaytoyou?"he

askedmeinhissexysleepyvoice.

"Goodnight."Isaid.

Hepinchedmeonmywaist,I

screamed.



"Theneighborsheardthatandthey

mustbethinkingIamverygiftedto

makeyouscreamlikethat."hesaid.

Ohwow...DidKgosijustmakeajoke?

Iturnedaroundtolookathimandhe

alsoturnedtheotherway.

IthinkIamgettingthroughtohim...

Ihuggedhimfrombehindandslept.

Goodnight!!!
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Wouldn'titbethebestthingifKgosi

justturnedouttobemydreamguy

whodoesn'thavetoworryhimself

abouthispast?Hedoesn't

necessarilyhavetoforgetabouthis

mombutrememberallthegood

timestheyhad,forgetwhathesaw

asan11yearold,Iknowtheimageof

hismotherlyinginapoolofblood

hadstuckwithhimforaverylong

timeandhasprobablychangehim.

That'swhatstandinginhiswayof

beinghappyandabletoshowhis



emotionsbutIwanttobetheperson

thatbringsoutthatsideofhim.Be

hissuperwoman...Erasetheyoung

Kgosi...

Iunderstandpartofwhatheisgoing

throughasIhavealsolostmymom

andIhavetobethereforhimto

showhimhowimportantitistomove

onandacceptchange,weallneedto

adaptinlife,thingscan'tstaythe

sameforever.

Ifellasleepontopofhim,duringthe

nightitgotsohotthatwebothgot

wetfromsweating.Idecidedto



movedabitfromhimandcreateda

spacebetweenbuthefollowedme

pushingmetotheedgeofthebedas

Itriedtomovefurtherawayfromhim

eachtimehegotcloser.Hewasfast

asleepbutveryawarethathewanted

tosleepnexttome.Hehadhisarm

aroundme,moreheatbetweenus

andmoresweating.

"Kgosi,moveback."Isaidtohim

tryingtopushhimbackwithmybutt.

Hemovedbutpullingmewithhim.

Weweresleepingontopofthebed

sheetsbothnaked,don'tknowwhat

happenedtomyrobebutitwason



topofthebedtoo.Thebedwastoo

bigforustosleepapartandevery

timeImovedhefollowedme.

"Kgosi!"Ishoutedhisnameout.He

gotoffthebedandswitchedonthe

airconditioner,switchedoffthelights

andopenedthecurtainsforabitof

light.

Finally,theroomwasnowcooler.

ItriedgettingbacktosleepbutnowI

wascold,theairconditionerwasway

toomuchandKgosiwassleepingat

thefarendofthebed.Withthelights

outIcouldseehimcurledup,hewas

feelingittoo.Iwenttohimandcurled



upwithhimputtingmyonearmand

legonhim.Heturnedaroundand

facedme,hepulledmeclosertohim

straighteningbothourlegs.Heran

hiscoldfingersonmybody,making

circlesashewentupanddownmy

spinethenhesearchedformylips

andkissedme.

"Kgosi,doyouhavecondoms?"I

askedhimashekissedme.He

stoppedkissingme,hewentquitefor

sometime.Ithoughthewasgoingto

saytohellwithcondomsbuthegot

upfromthebedandopenedthebed

covers,hegotinsideandslept.



Ididn'tknowwhatwasgoingonwith

himbutmaybeIsaidsomething

wrong.Iknowweweregoingtohave

sexandIdidn'twanttoendupwith

lasttime'smistake.Ialsoslepteven

thoughIwashornynow.

Iwokeuparound5amandIwasall

aloneinbed.Ilookedaroundthe

roomandtherewasnoKgosi.I

knockedonthebathroomdoor

thinkinghewasinsidebuthewasn't

there.Histhingsincludinghis

cellphonewerestillintheroomso

wherecouldhebe?Maybehe'sgone

toseeMrSmith.Idecidedtoget



readyforwork,tookashowerand

whenIgotoutofthebathroomhe

cameinwearinghisbulgyclothes.

HewentforarunIsee.Hehadmy

uniforminhishand,Ibelieveit'sfrom

thedrycleanerinthehotel,Idon't

evenwanttoaskanythingaboutthat.

Hethrewitonthebedandlookedat

mesurprised,

"What?"Iaskedhim.

"Joinmeforashower."hesaid.

"No,Ijustshowered."



"Joinme."

"No."

Itwasimpossibleforhimtohidethe

bulgegrowinginthefrontofhistrack

pants,hewantsmenow.Hestood

straightuplikehewantedmetosee

it,Icouldn'tpretendbutIwantedto

playhardtogetsinceweare

supposetobeabstaining,hisidea

notmine.Itookoffthetowellettingit

droponthefloor,Iusedthesmall

hotelbodylotiontomoisturisemy



body.Iputonelegonthechairnext

tothedressingtableandbenddown

toexposebybacksidetohim,hehad

theperfectview.Iwaspunishinghim

forrefusingmesex.Iwasenjoying

teasinghimknowingtoowellhow

eagerIwasforhimtotakeme,Iwas

turningmyselfon.Iwatchedhimon

themirrorhiseyesrunningallover

mynakedbacksidearousinghim

more.Ismiledathim,heslowly

walkedtome,hestoodbehindme

andputhishandsonmywaistand

pulledmetohisgrownbulge.I

almostscreamedatthepressure,I

lostmymindabitandletoutasmall



moan.Hewasstilllookingatme

throughthemirror,heletmegoandI

feltabitlight.Hetookoffhistrack

suitsrevealinghistonedbrownsix

packsandaverybeautifulstanding

outhardon.Heslowlywalked

backwardtothebathroom,he

wantedmetofollowhimbutIhad

ideasofmyown,rememberingthe

playinghardtogetpart.Iwentback

formyuniformthatwasonthebed,

herealisedwhatIwasdoing,he

rushedtomeandgrabbedmyhand

beforeIcouldtouchit.Hepulledme

tohimandtriedtokissbutIrefused,

Ipushedhisfaceawayfrommine.He



stoodstillandlookedatme,Iwas

smilingathim.Heheldmycheeks

pressinghardonthemthenpulled

metohim.Hekissedmehardashe

pulledmeupgettingmetostandon

mytoes.Hestoppedthentookouta

packofcondomsfromhistrack

pants.Ohhewentouttoget

condoms.Hethenquicklycarriedme.

Hedidn'tcarrymewithhisarms,no,

hethrewmeonhisshoulderandlet

medangleonhisbehind.Islapped

hisbuttashewalkedwithmetothe

bathroom.Hemademestandinthe

middleoftheshowerasheopened

coldwateronme.Iscreamedatthe



sametimelaughing,thewaterwas

icecoldbutatthesametimeexciting

me.Heswitcheditoffandpressed

meagainstthecoldtiledwall.

"Youwantme?"heaskedme

breathinginmyface.IdidbutIdidn't

answerhim,Ijustsmiledathim.He

pulledmebackundertheshowerand

openedthecoldwateronmeagain,I

screamedasthewaterranoverme,I

jumpedupanddownunderthewater

untilIcouldn'tfeelthecoldnessofit

anymore.



Kgosiwatchedjuststandinginthe

water,herealisedhewasn'tgoingto

gethisanswersohesatonthetoilet

seatandputacondomon.He

startedstrokinghimselfslowlywith

hiseyesclosed.Iwatchedinhorror

asmymanpleasuredhimselfrightin

frontofme.Ohhellno,Iwenttohim

andslappedhishandsaway,he

openedhiseyesandlookedatme.I

turnedaroundtositonhimbuthe

pushedmeaway.Ipoutedand

lookedathim,hegotupandtookmy

hand.Heledmebacktotheshower

andfacedmetowardsthewall.He

openedthewateragainthistimeabit



warmer.Whenheswitcheditoffhe

kissedmywetbodyfrommy

shoulderstomybutt,whenhegot

downtherehepartedmylegsand

buriedhisheadashefedonme.I

spreadmyhandsupwardonthewall

tryingtofindsomethingtoholdonto

ontheslipperywallandmoanedas

heincreasedthesensation,hewas

kissingmelikehewasonmymouth,

pushinghistonguedeeperand

circlingit.Istoppedhimbypushing

hisheadaway,Iwantedmoreofhim.

Hegotthehint,hegotupandgotme

bymyhairashestartedtopush

himselfinchbyinchdeeperinme.He



slowlywenthalfwayoutandallthe

wayin,hewasbehindmebuthe

managedtoturnmyheadsohe

couldgetaccesstomymouth.He

kissedmeharderasheincreasedthe

paceofhalfwayoutandalltheway

in.Eachstrokewentfasteraswe

bothscreamedwiththeexcitement

ofcoming,Icamefirstandhecame

justafterme.

Westoodintheshowercatchingour

breath.Heslowlyslippedoutofme

andIdon'tknowhowbutasthat

happenedIcameagain,mywhole

bodywentweakandIrestedmyhead



onhisshoulder.Heheldme.

"Calltheclinic,youaresicktoday."he

saidinmyear.

"Yesdoctor."Irepliedasheturned

metothesidesohecouldcarryme

tobed...

Goodnight...

Wetdreamstothesingles...
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Iusedtothinkthatpeoplewhohave

morethan2roundsofsexinaday

arefreaksbutthat'sbeforeIrealise

thegoodnessofsexandmaybeit's

becauseInevermetaguywhomade

mewantmore.SoIguessIama

freaknowsinceIcan'tgetenoughof

myhandsomedarkstallion.Itdoesn't

matterhowlongyoulastorhow

manytimesyouhaveititgivesyou

thebestfeelingeverandifyoufinda

partnerthatknowswhattheyare

doingthenyou'llnevereverlookback

towhateveryoucamefrom.You'll

knowthatsexisbeautifuland



connects2peopleinwaysyou

cannotexplainorimagine.Andthe

bestpartitbringsouttherealyou,I

didn'tknowIcouldscreamKgosi's

nameoutinasexyvoiceormake

soundsthatIonlyheardatthezoo

andwhoknewthatKgosicouldroar

likealion.Hewasgentlewithme

eventhoughtheurgeforhimto

squeezemeashecamewastoo

much,heisagiantthatyou'dswear

he'dsquashyoujustlikethat.Well,

he'smygentlegiant.Ilovethisman

morethananythinginthisworld,in

myheartIalwaysthoughtIwas

goingtoendupwithGabriel,Inever



sawafuturewithKgosi.HereIam

nowsingingadifferenttuneand

dancingtoit,readytofulfillhisevery

fantasy.Iwanttodoallthosethings

hismindcancomeupwith,Iknowhe

hasadifferenttasteinsexandifI

wantahappyrelationshipthenIwill

havetoatleastpleasehimtheway

hewantstobepleased.Iwillbehis

slaveandhemymaster,ImeanIwill

giveKgosihisS&Msex...

Kgosiwasonmyleftwithhiseyes

wideopenandstaringupatthe

ceiling,we'vebeenatitallmorning.

Changingfrompositiontoposition,



rollingonthebeduntilwe'vesucked

theenergyoutofeachother.Down

thereIfeltlikeIcouldputsomeice

andletitcool,thepenetrationand

frictionisniceasithappensbutonce

donetheresultsarenotsonice,

especiallywithKgosi'ssizebutdon't

letthatmakeyouthinkIwillsaynoto

sexifheinitiateitagain.

Westayedinbedallmorningand

Kgosihadtobribethehousekeeping

ladytocomebackintheafternoon.

Thingswereheatingup.

Ididcalltheclinicandletthemknow



thatIwassick,IspoketoBongiwe

whothrewafittellingmethatIhave

exhaustedallmysickdays.This

womanneedstochill,I'veappliedfor

myannualleaveof2weekstaking

only12daysofmy22annualleave

days.Soifshewantstoshecan

deductthisdaysfromthat.Nkalapa

man.

By12noonwewerebothupand

readytogoout,Idon'tknowhow

longwearegoingtobehereforbutI

enjoybeinghere.Allmorningnoneus

thoughtaboutfood,wedecidedto

goingoutforlunchandIcouldn't



stopcomplainingabouttheclothes

thatIwassupposetowear,theyare

notforadayoutwithyourmanand

notmystyleeither,maybefora

weddingkoLimpopoorwhenyou

havetobeamakotiinKZN.Kgosi

didn'tseemtomindbutmaybebeing

withsomeonelikeKgosiwasmaking

mefeelikeIaminadifferentleague.

Ikeptoncomplainingwhilehejust

lookedatme,hedidn'trespondor

anything.Hewentforhiswalletand

tookouthiscreditcard.

Hesaid,"Here,gobuysomething

thatwillmakeyoustopwhinning."



Well,Iwasn'thintingoranythingbut

whowouldsaynotoshopping?

ClearlynotmeeventhoughIhavea

closetfullofclothesathome,Icould

drivethereandgetafewofmythings

buthellnonottoday.Itookitfrom

him,

"Oh,youarecoming?"Iaskedhim

andallhedidwastakeoffhisclothes

andthrewhimselfonthebed.Iguess

Ishouldtakethatasano,"CanIdrive

yourcarthen?"Iaskedandhepointed

tohispants.Isearchedhispantsand



foundthem.Itookmyhandbagand

left.

Idrovetotownplayingtheradioon

Kgosi'scar,ifhewaswithmeright

nowhewouldhaveswitcheditoff

immediatelybutanywayIwouldn't

haveswitchediton.Iknowhowhe

gets.Myphoneranganditwas

Nthabi.Ididn'tanswerit,willcheck

onherlater.Iamtooexcitedabout

shopping,oneofthethingsIlove

doingintheworld,theotheroneis

sexofcourse.TrulyspeakingI

sometimesfeellikeIdotoomuch

shoppingandwhenIthinkaboutitI



getthishappyfeelinginsidethatI

can'texplain,it'slikeIamfulfilled

everytimeIgetintoashopandwalk

outwithplasticbagsofclothesI

can'twaittoputon.Thisisoneofthe

thingsthat'sgotmeintodebtsinthe

firstplace,Ihavelike5clothing

accountsthatIoweanamount3

timeslargerthanmysalary,Ihave

exhaustedonecreditcardthatIowe

morethanR20000,Iusedallthatfor

onlineshopping,Iamstillpayingfor

myhouseandIowethebankfora

loanthatIdon'tevenknowwhatthe

moneywasfororwhatIevendid

withit.Ineedtogetthingsinorder,I



havealotofclothesandIdon'tthink

IstillneedmorebutIwillstart

thinkingaboutthatlateronwhenI

havetousemyownmoney.Not

now...

Igottotownandfoundparking,I

wentstraighttomyfavoriteshop

withoutwastinganymoretime.The

atmosphereinthatshopwas

fabulous,Ipickedclothes,shoes,

underwear,swimwearandeven

sunglassesandearrings.Idon'tknow

howmanytimesIwentintothefitting

room,fittingandchanging.Theonly

thingthatmademestopwasmylegs,



theywerenowkillingme.Ileftthe

shopsandoutsideitwasalready

dark.Itookmyphoneouttocall

Nthabi,shepickedupafterthefirst

ring,

"Kelebogile,whereareyou?"she

quicklysaidassheanswered.

"What'swrong?"

"Yourdadishereandheisfuming."

"Ohno,Idon'thaveplansofcoming



backhometonight."

"So,whatthenandwhereareyou?"

"Iamintown."

"Justcomehomeandtalktoyour

dad,okay?"

Ican'tdothat,Iknowhowmydad

getswhenheisangryandrightnowI

aminahappyplacewithKgosi,I

don'twanttodisturbthat.Hewon't

letmegobacktoKgositonightifIgo



home,he'stryingtobetheprotective

fathernow,theonethatIneeded

yearsagoandIdon'twanttoruinour

relationshipeither.WhatamIgoing

todo?

"No,Nthabi."

"Okay,fine,Iamcomingtotown.I

alsowanttotalktoyou."Nthabisaid

thenhangup.

Ireallydon'twanttogohomeandI

don'twanttoseeNthabieither.Ijust

wanttherestoftheworldtostop



existingsoitcanonlybemeandmy

manbecausealltheinterferenceare

notgoodforus.Ihaveplansofgoing

backtothehotelandmodelmy

clothestoKgosisothingscouldheat

upagain.

IhadnochoicebuttosendNthabia

locationofwherewewouldmeet,I

waitedforheratChickenlickin,I

wantedtheirhotwingsandIrealise

nowthatIhaven'thadanythingtoeat.

IsatdownasIwaitedforNthabi.I

spokemyselfoutofcallingKgosi,it's

lateandhemustbewonderingwhere

IambynowbutifIcallhimandhe

asksmetocomebacknowwhat



wouldIdo?Eish...

Nthabicameinandsatnexttome,

shelookedabithappyconsideringI

leftNtombiatthehouseandshewas

readytoleaveItumeleng.Shetook

mycoldhotwingsandatethemlike

shewashungry.Cravings!

"Kelebogile,wheredoyoustay?"she

askedmewhilechewing.

"AtKirkneyVillage."Iansweredher

annoyed.Iknewwhatshemeant.



"Okaymyfriend,whoisthisguyand

whyhaven'tImethimalready?At

firstIthoughtyouleftwithGabriel

becauseNtombihadmovedintoItu's

roombutIwenttheremyselfand

didn'tfindyou."

"Soyouarestillatthehousewith

Ntombi."

"Mxm,Ikickedherout.Itookher

thingsandthrewtheminthestreet.

ShewantedtofightwithmebutItu

tookmyside."



IaskedNthabitoexplainindetailthe

partwhereshekickedNtombiout.I

laughedsohardthatIforgotIwasin

bigshitwithmydadandsomethings

werejustamessinmylife.Nthabi

couldn'twaittotellmeaboutherand

Itumelengmovingontothenextlevel

oftheirrelationshipwhichismarriage.

Shewasreallyexcited!

Womenwearereallystupid,how

couldsheforgetallthethingsthat

Itumelenghasdonetoher?Asimple

proposaldoesn'thavetoguarantee

heragoodfuture,whosaidmarriage

wouldchangeaman?Thepregnancy



didn't!

ShewashappysoIhadtopretendto

behappyforhertoo,shetoldmehow

Itumelengintroducedhertomydad

ashisfuturewife.Itsounded

romanticandallbut...

Itumelengandhiswaysoftryingto

impresswoman,he'sbeenmarried

beforeandheshouldbethreading

carefullyaroundcommitments.

Ikeptonstaringatmyphonehoping

Kgosiwouldcall,sinceIleftIhaven't

hadthechancetochargemyphone,

mybatterywasabouttogiveupon



me,itwason25%.ItoldNthabithatI

havetogetbacktoKgosibeforemy

batterysies.Shetriedtopersuade

meintogoinghomewithherbutI

refused.Shedidn'tcomewithhercar

soIhadtodrivehertothetaxirank

afterrefusingtodriveherbackhome.

WewalkedouttowhereIhadparked

thecarandrightnexttowhereIhave

parkedIheard...

"Kelebogile?"

Ilookedaroundfortheexcitedvoice

andtherewasBetty,Itumeleng'sex



wifewalkingtowardsuswithahuge

smileonherface.Nthabistoodnext

tomenotknowingwhoBettyis.

"It'sbeenawhileMogadibo."shesaid

givingmeaonehandhugasshehad

aplasticbagintheother.

"Yes,ithas.Howarethekids?"

"Growingup,Ishouldbringthemto

thehousetoseeyouandtheirfather.

Heardheisstayingwithyounow,ai

Itumeleng."



"Oh?"thatcamefromNthabiwho

wasnowrealisingwhoBettyis.I

didn'tthinkanythingofitbutNthabi

hadsomeplansofherownasshe

extendedahandtoBettyandwent,

"Hi,I'mNthabiseng,Itumeleng's

fiance,I'dalsolovetomeetthekids.

I'llbetheirstepmomafterall."

"Ao?"BettysaidshakingNthabi's

handtryingtohidethelookonher

facethatwaschanging.

LatelyIdon'tknowwhoNthabiis,the



girlhasbecomesomeschemerof

noteItellyou.Shehasnevershown

methissideofhers,I'mevenscared

ofcrossingherpath.Ididn'tnoteven

thinkofintroducingthembutyetshe

beatmetoitandevenifIdid,It

wouldn'thavebeen"Itumeleng's

fiance"butmybestfriend.

"Letmeputthisinthecar,waither

forme."Bettysaidgoingtohercar

thatwasparkedafewcarsaway

frommine.Wewatchedherwalk

awayinherblack2piecesuitand

highheels.



IturnedtolookatNthabiandthena

carappeared,IswearitwasGabriel

butIcouldn'thavebeensureandI

wantedtolookatthenumberplate

butbrushedthewholethingoff.I

haven'tthoughtofhimthewholeday,

whynow?

"Andthat?"IaskedNthabitryingto

getmymindbacktoher.

"What?"sheaskedback,tryingtoact

innocentIsee.Igaveherathorough

lookjusttoseethatthiswasthe

NthabiIknew.Maybeit'snother,it's



thepregnancy.Shedidn'tevenseem

tocareaboutwhatshejustsaid,I

knowshesaiditonpurpose.

Outofallthat,Ihadforgottenabout

Bettywhoreappearedbehindmycar.

Ididn'treallygetaproperlookather

becauseIgotpulleddowntothe

groundbyNthabi.

Bettyhadcomebackwithasteelbar,

shehewentswingingitoverour

headsbashingthetherearglassof

Kgosi'scar.Shedidn'tstop,she

swingagainandagaindamagingthe

carevenfurtherwhileNthabiandI



screamedourlungsofflyinginthe

ground.

Securityguardscamerushingtoour

rescue,theyfoughtthesteelbaroff

her.Shewasscreaming,kickingand

hailingallinsultsatNthabi.The3

securityguardshelddownBettywith

handcuffs,oneofthemaskedusif

theyshouldcallthepolice.Itold

themIdon'tknow,Iwasabitterrified

andshaken,shecouldhavekilledus

withthatthingandworstpartshe

haddamagedKgosi'scar.I'mtoast,

Kgosirespecthiscarlikeherespects

hissuits.Youknowwhat,everything



thatheownshasnotasinglescratch,

notevenhiscellphoneorsixpack...

"IhavetocallKgosi."Isaidsearching

formyphoneinmybag.

"I'llcallItumeleng."Nthabisaid.

"Shit,myphoneisoff."Ishouted.

"Myphone'sscreenisfuckedup."

Nthabifollowed.

"Somebodyborrowmeacellphone!"I



shoutedatthesecurityguardsandby

standerswatchingtheBettyshow.

"Hereusemine."avoicesaidand

whenIturnedtolookGabrielwas

standingbehindmewithhisphonein

hishand.

IamdesperatesoItookthephone

anddialledKgosi'snumber,Gabriel

haditstoredinhisphone.

ItrangandwhenKgosiansweredhe

went,



"Mazibuko?"

Ohhellno...

He'snotgoingtolikethis...
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No,notthatpartwhereyouthink

Kgosiisgoingtobemadaboutthe

car,hemightbebutthatissmallfry.

ThefactthatIwillbeusingGabriel's

numberwouldn'tlookgoodtoKgosi.



Iwanthimtotrustmeandbelieve

thatIlovehimbutmybehaviorjust

keepsonpushingmeintothisguilty

corner.Gabrielisalwaystheretostir

moretroubleintoourrelationship,

invitedoruninvited.ActuallyIcansay

heknowswhentopitchandheisso

unavoidable!Kgosidoesn'tdeserve

thethingsthatIamputtinghim

through...

IhangupandhandedGabrielhis

phoneback,I'llmakeanotherplan.

It'sthesensiblethingtodo,Gabriel

hashurtmeandIcan'thurtKgositoo.

Gabriellookedatmeasheshookhis

headandwent,



"Ialwaysknewyouweregoingto

choosehim,IlovedyoubutIknew..."

Hetookhisphoneandwalkedaway.

Hewalkedlikehewassendingmea

message,"mybackwillalwaysbe

againstyoubecauseyouchosehim".

Heiswrong,IlovedhimmorethanI

lovedKgosiandwouldhavedoneso

muchtobewithhim,Ihavealready

donesomuch.Ioverlooked

everythingthatKgosihasdonefor

meandranafterhim.Idon'tthinkI

needtoprovethattohim,heloves



Ntombiandhechoseheroverme.

Thatmakesusequalsinhurtingeach

otherbuthediditinmyfaceand

madesureIwalkedawayknowingit,I

turnedaroundandKgosiwasthere

formetoputtogetherthepiecesthat

hehadscattered.

Nthabiwasnowonthegroundthe

shockofwhathappenedjusthitting

her,shewascryingandrepeatingone

thingoverandoveragain.Shewas

talkingaboutcallingItumeleng.Itried

comfortingherbutitwasn'thelping,I

wasstartingtopanictoo.Sheis6

monthspregnantandanythingcan



happentoherandthebabyifshe

doesn'tcalmdown.Sheknowsthat

toobutIdon'tthinkhermindiswhere

it'ssupposetoberightnow,sheis

unabletocontrolheremotions.

Itriedtoaskforacellphonebutno

oneseemedtomove,theyjust

watchedonfromasafedistance.

"Please,Ineedacellphone.I'llpayfor

theairtime."justasIpleadedone

securityguygavemehisphoneandI

dialledKgosi'snumber.Hopehe

answersnumbershedoesn'tknow.It

rangandheanswered.Assoonashe



realisedthatitwasmehewent,

"I'monmyway,IspoketoMazibuko."

Ididn'thavetosaymore,Ihangup

andgavethephonetoit'sowner.He

askedmeforhismoneyandItook

outR50frommyhandbagand

handedittohim.Ididn'twantto

argue,Icouldn'thavespendmore

thataminuteonhisphone.

Ihadalottothinkaboutanyway,

Kgosiisonhiswayandhemight

wantsomeexplanation.Iwonder

whatisitthatGabrielsaidtohimor



howheexplainedthefirstphonecall

andIjusthavetohopeKgosiisnot

madatme.

Nthabiwasnowcalmingdown.Ihad

tomakeadecisionaboutBetty,the

securityguardswantedtoknowwhat

theyshoulddowithher,callthe

policeorletthembeatherup,which

iswrong.Shedidn'tseemtocare

aboutthedamageshehasdonebutI

toldthemtolethergoandmakesure

sheleavestheparkinglot.IfKgosi

wantstoopenacaseagainsther

Itumelengknowswhereshelives.

Theylethergoandsheleftwithouta

wordspeedingoff.Iamstartingto



thinksheisreallycrazyandmaybe

shedidbeatupDineothetimeDineo

claimedshedid,thatsayshedid

disappearandleavemewithherkids.

5minuteslaterKgosiparkednextto

me,hecamerushingoutofhiscar.I

wassittingdownwithNthabionthe

floor,Ididn'tknowifIshouldgoto

himornot.Hegottousandheput

hisarmsaroundmeandaskedifwe

werebothokay.

Iopenedandclosedmymouth,I

didn'tknowwhattosayasIdidn't

expectthiskindofreactionfromhim.

Ijustshookmyheadathimnoteven

sureifIwassayingyesorno.He



helpedmeupandwhenhereached

downtohelpNthabishescreamed

sendingmebackdowntothefloor.

"Nthabi,what'swrong?"Ishoutedat

her.

"Idon'tknowbutitfeelslikea

contraction.Ican'tgivebirthnow

Lebo.I'mscared,pleasecall

Itumeleng."

"Okaybutweneedtogetyoutoa

hospital.Doyouthinkyou'llbeableto

getupandwalk?"



"Hmmmm,yes."

"I'llhelphertomycar,giveyourcar

keystoNdlovu,he'lltakecareofit."

KgosisaidasthoughIownedthecar

andIdidn'tevenknowwhoNdlovuis

butanelderlymancameoutofhis

car.HemustbeNdlovuthen,Igave

himmycarkeysandpickedup

Nthabi'sthings.IfollowedNthabiand

Kgosiastheyslowlywalkedtohis

car,hehelpedhertosettleinthe

backseatofhiscar.Igotinwithher,

shewasscreamingmoreand



beggingmetocallItumeleng.Kgosi

gavemehisphone,IcalledItumeleng

andhesaidhe'llmeetusatthe

hospitalafterItoldhimwhich

hospitalweweregoingto.Whenwe

gottothehospitalNthabiwas

wheeledin,Kgosihuggedmefrom

behindaswewatchedNthabiscream

away.Shetoldmenottomoveand

waitforItumeleng.Mypoorfriend,

hopesheandthebabymakesitout

ofherehealthy.

"I'llbeinthecarmakingsomefew

calls,okay?"Kgosisaidtome

remindingmethatIstillhaveto



explaineverythingtohim.WheredoI

evenstart?

Butstillhedoesn'tseemtomind,he

hadaconcernedlookonhisface.

"Okay."Isaidtohim.

Isatonthebencheswaitingfor

Itumeleng.EverymomentIamwith

KgosiIamstartingtofallinloveall

overagainwithhim,heissoperfect

andhehassuchagoodheart.Ihave

nevermetanyonelikehimeven

thoughfromadistanceyou'dthink

Kgosiisabigguywithatemperand



someonewhodoesn'tcareabout

anyonebuthimself,youcouldeasily

passhimassomeonewithGabriel's

attitude.

Itumelengcameinsweatingand

lookinglikehehascomeoutnumber

oneinamarathon,mypoorbrother.

AftergivinghimahugIpointedto

wherehe'ssupposetoaskforNthabi.

Hewenttothedeskandtheylethim

in.HewalkedawayforgettingthatI

wasthere.

IwentoutsidetoKgosi,hewas

sittinginhiscar,Iknocked.He

openedformeandletmein,Isatin

thefrontwithhim.Hetookmyhand



inhisandkissedit.

"Kgosi,Iamsosorryaboutyourcar."

IapologisedavoidingtheGabriel

issue.

"It'sfine,I'mjustworriedaboutyour

friend."

"YouknowIdon'tthinkthat'sallthatI

shouldbeapologisingfor."Isaidthen

wentquitehopingtohearhis

responce.Hejustwentquitetooand

staredoutthewindow.Hestillhad

myhandinhis,heslowlyletgoofit



lettingitrestonhisthigh.Hissilence

sometimesscaresme,whycan'the

bethesortofguytoshoutwhenheis

madordosomething.Iamnota

mindreader.

Webothsatsilentlyinthecar,froma

distanceIsaw2menwalkinginside

thehospital.Iknewthem,itwas

ThapeloandDad.Iwaitedafew

minutesbeforedecidingtogoin.

"IamgoingtocheckonNthabi.I'llbe

rightback."IsaidtoKgosi,he

hesitatedforabitbeforehewent,



"Sure!"

"Kgosi,pleasedon'tleavewhileIam

inthere."

IjustsaidthatoutoffearbutIfelt

likeKgosiwoulddriveawayleaving

thingsasawkwardastheyare

betweenusandwewouldn'tknow

howtodealwithit.ThistimeIhada

feelingitwouldbeforgood...

Kgosibeinghimselfhedidn'tsay

anythingtome.ImadesureIleft

somethingthatwouldmakehimthink

thatleavingwithoutmeisnotagood



idea,myhandbag.HeknowsIhave

valuablethingsintherethathecan't

goawaywithbutIdon'tthinkwillbe

somethingthatmightstophimfrom

leaving,thisisKgosi,hecando

whateverhewants.

IwalkedinsideandfoundmyDad

andThapelowaitforItumelengto

comeandgetthem.Igreetedthem

andonlyThapeloresponded,itwas

thatmydadwasangrywithme.Heis

reallybeingunfair,Iknowhe

renovatedthehousesoIcouldcome

backbuthesurelydidn'tdothatso

hecouldcontrolme.Ican'talwaysbe



atthehouseasifIdon'thavealifeto

live,I'mtooyoungtobetieddownto

that.

Itumelengcameandwefollowedhim

towhereNthabiwas.Wewalkedin

andNthabiwasonthebedlooking

tired.

"Hey,youarestillpregnant!"Isaidto

her.Shelaughedandsaid,

"Mxm,Iwassoscaredbutweare

finenow."



"That'sareliefmyfriend."

"Sowhereisthatgoodlookingguy

thatbroughtmein?"NthabisaidandI

wishshewasn'tsocomfortable

sayingstufflikethatinfrontofmy

dadbecauseheimmediatelypicked

uponthat.

"Ohsothisiswhereyou'vebeenall

thistime?Tohishome?"myDadsaid

soundingdisappointed.

"Papa,it'snotlikethat."Isaid.



"ThenwhatKelebogile?Areyougoing

tostandthereandadmitthatyou

haveaboyfriendthatyouare

spendingnightsathisplaceand

noneofusknownothingabouthim?

Evenyourfriendheredoesn'tknow

abouthim."

"Papa,whatareyoutryingtosay?"I

askedinshock,myfatherwas

practicallytellingmetointroduce

Kgositohim.Idon'tthinkmy

relationshipwithKgosiisatthat

place.Ofcoursehedoesn'tknowmy



friends,Dadandbrothers.Well,that's

notgoodbecauseIknowhisaunt

andhelpers.Kgosiisastrangerto

peoplethatknowme,Ican'tcount

GabrielandNtombi.Goodnessme...

"Iknowheisoutsidewaitingforyou,

bringhiminrightnow."

Mydadsaidandhewasn'tjoking.I

lookedatmybrothersandNthabifor

awayoutandtheyseemtoagree

withmydad.Theyjustwanttosee

Kgosisotheycanjudgehim.

Traitors!!!



AsIwalkedtothedoordadtoldme

tomakesuretowalkoutthehospital

doorandcomebackwithhimor

else...Hedidn'tsay.Iwalkedoutside

thehospitalbuildingandthankGod

Kgosiwasstilltherewaitingforme.

Igotinsidethecarandwent,

"Good,wecangonow."

"Yourfriend?"

"Sheandthebabyarefine."Icalmly



said...

Kgosididn'targue...

Heputthecaringear...
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Mydadthough...

Aowahle...

IcannotambushKgosilikethis,ifI

wanthimtomeetmydadIwould

preparehimproperlynotjustspringit

onhimlikemyfatherwantstoand



besidesthisisnotthetimetobe

introducingKgositomyfamily,infact

theideajustshrinksmybrain.Ifit's

goingtohappenitbetterbea

remarkablefirsttime,Iwanthimto

makeagoodfirstimpressionsothey

won'tjudgehimandthreatenthe

poorguy.Idon'tknowhowKgosiis

likewhenunderpressureandIsure

ashellnohe'llbegoingthroughhell

withmyfamily.IwishIknewthekind

ofmanmyfatherwantsmetoendup

with,Iamjusthopingit'snot

someonelikehimoranyofmy

brothersbecauseItumelengis

everythingthatmyfatheris.Idon't



evenknowifIwanttodothat,it

doesn'tfeelright,Ihavenever

broughtamanhometomydad.And

notsureeitherifit'ssomethingKgosi

wants,KgosiandIneversatdown

anddiscussedthethingsweexpect

outofourrelationship.Weare

boyfriendandgirlfriend,notmoreor

lessthanthatwhichisconfusing.We

areinloveandinrelationshipsthat

noneofusknowstheoutcomeofit

butanywayIwastoldaguyshould

alwaysbethefirstonetomakea

move,Ihavebelievedthattobean

oldtalkbutsinceImetKgosiIam

evenafraidofaskinghimforakiss,I



alwayswaitforhimtokissme,touch

meandinitiateforsex.Iamnot

scaredofhim,he'sjustnot

approachable.LikeevennowwhenI

amwithhim,Ijustsatinmyseat

wonderingwhatexactlyisgoingonin

hishead.Everytimehedriveshe

doesn'ttalkbuttonightIfeltlike

askinghimifwearefineconsidering

Gabriel'scall.HeknowsthatIwas

withGabrieleventhoughhehasn't

saidanything...

Hiseyeswerefixedonlyontheroad...

Ihangontightlytomyhandbagas

myphonevibrated,Ididn'twantto

answeritbecauseIknowit'smydad



wantingtoknowwheretheheckI

wentto.Idon'twanttoexplain

myselftohiminfrontofKgosi.

KgosiwasdrivingtothehotelandI

don'tthinkIwanttobeatthehotel

anymore.Thepeoplethereare

lookingatmefunnyandIknowit's

becauseofmyhighpitchscreams

duringsexthathasthemwondering

ifIamafreakornot.

WegottothehotelandKgosiheld

mebymyhandaswewenttoour

hotelroom,atleastitwasquiteand

mostofthestaffdidn'tseeus.When

wegottothehotelroom,mynew

clothesstillpackedintheirplastic



bagswherenicelypackedonthebed.

IforgotIwasactuallyonashopping

spreebeforeBettyhappenedandI

didn'tevenhavetheenergytoask

whathappenedtothecar.Kgositook

offhissuitandaskedmeifIwanted

tojoinhimintheshower.Ijustsaton

theedgeofthebedlookingatthe

floor,milesaway.Iwantustotalk,I

wanttoknowifwearestillatthe

sameplaceinourrelationshipas

before.Ican'tcontinuenotknowing

wheretofromhere.Kgosisatnextto

me,

"Whatareyoudoing?"hesoftlyasked



me.Kgosi'slanguagesometime

confusesme,Iknowhisquestions

was"Whatiswrong?"buthewent

aboutitthewrongwayasiftoattack

me.

"Kgosi,whatisgoingon?"Iaskedhim.

Heslowlybreathedinwhilestaringat

methroughthemirrorthatwewere

facing.

"Areyoutryingtogivemereasonsas

towhyIhavetohavedoubtsabout

youandMazibuko?"heshotthat

straightout.



"Youdohavedoubts,don'tyou?"

"No.Itrustyou."

"Really?"Iwassurprised,Ihavedone

thingsthatshouldbemakinghimdo

athoroughbackroundcheckonme

andaskinghimselfifIwastheright

womanforhim.

"ImeantitwhenIsaidIloveyouand

ifyouwanttocontinueseeingGabriel,

Idon'tcarebecauseifwecrumbleit's



allonyou."Kgosisaidthengotupto

takeoffhislastitemofclothing.He

threwthemonthebedandwentto

theshower.Iwasleftspeechless,all

alongheknewaboutmeandGabriel

buthekeptmumputtinghistrustand

loveonme.Idon'tgetitthoughbut

hedoeslovemethatIamsureof.

Ireachedformyhandbagandtook

outmycellphone,Ihadmissedcalls

frommydadandbrothers,Iignored

themandbeforeIdecidedtodelete

Gabriel'snumbersImadesureto

blockhimeverywhere.Heisa

finishedandclosedchapter,Iam



withKgosinow...Ifeltabitrelieved

asifIhavedonesomethingvery

importantandgoodformyself.Idon't

wantGabrielanywherenearmylife

anymore,evenifwemeetanywhere

byaccidentIwillactasthoughIdon't

knowhim.

IalsowantedtotakeashowerbutI

wantedarelaxingonewithoutKgosi

withmeintherebecauseIknow

wherethatwilldo.Iwastiredand

maybeasoothingbathwilldo.Kgosi

cameoutofthebathroomjustashis

phonewasringing.Heansweredit,



"Yes...I'mstillatthehotel...OkayI

willberightover."hehangupthen

went,"Packyourthingsweare

leaving."

"Ohletmetakeaquickshowerthen."

"No,pack."heorderedme.Ididashe

said.

Ipackedeverythingasheputonhis

clothes.Afterthathecalledfor

someonetocomeandtakeour



thingsmostlymythingstothecar.I

switchedoffmyphoneandthrewitin

myhandbagaswewalkedoutofthe

hoteltothecar.Wewerehurryingto

hiscarlikewhereverweweregoing

wasawarthatweneededtorushfor.

Ididn'taskanyquestions,likealways!

WegottoKgosi'shouseandafter

parkingthecarwerushedinsidethe

houseandElizabethwasreadyto

usherusin.

"Atlast,heiswatchingTV."shesaid

andKgosididn'taskanything.I



followedhimandElizabethalso

followedbehindus.

Icouldnotbelievemyeyeswhenwe

walkedintheTVroom,anelderly

manwithasplittingimageofKgosi

stooduplookingatus.Ididn'thave

toguesswhoitwas,Kgosihas

broughthisdadbacktoSouthAfrica.

"Ohmysonyoucame...witha

woman."theoldmanexcitedlysaid

extendingahandtome.Iwenttohim

andshookhishand."Ihaveheardso

muchaboutyounekeithagore



mosimaneobuahelakagoreelegay.

Kaboammarurigasekebonea

nalemothowamosadiandomontle

yang."

Icouldn'tstopmyselffromlaughing,

theoldmanwasreallyfunny,

especiallythepartwherehethought

KgosiwasgayandIdidn'tknow

Kgosispokeaboutme.Kgosilooked

annoyedashellthough,therewasa

reasonwhywecamerushinghere

butIdidn'tseeanythingnow.Kgosi's

dadmademesitdownwithhimas

heintroducedhimselfasKgosiKgosi

Senior.Heaskedmequestionsabout



myselfwantingtoknowaboutmy

family,whereIamfromandawhole

lotofstuffaboutme.Hespokealot

andmademelaugh.Hewashappyto

sharestoriesofthepastwithme,it

waslikewe'veknowneachotherfor

alongtime.Kgosisatacrossus

lookingatusaswelaughedholding

hands,hewasn'tannoyedanymore

heseemedpleasedoratleastI

thoughtasIcanneverreadintohis

facelessexpressions.

ElizabethannouncedforsupperandI

helpedKgosi'sdadupandheldhim

byhishandaswewalkedtothe

dinningtable,hecouldwalkby



himselfbyhimselfeventhoughit

wastooandIthinkhewasjustused

tobeinghelpedaround,itwaslatefor

supperthoughbutanywayIwasjust

avisitorhere.Ihelpedhimsitandthe

2ofuscontinuedtalkingand

laughing,wefinishedeatingand

Elizabethaskedmetocomehelpher

inthekitchen.Weclearedthetable

andwenttothekitchen.

InthekitchenIwashedandElizabeth

dried.

"IhaveneverseenKgosiSeniorlike

that,youknowbeforeyougotherehe



wasrefusingtoeatbecausehe

hasn'tseenhissonallday.Youcame

andhedidn'tevenlookathim."

Elizabethsaiddryingaplate.Ijust

laughedsinceIdidn'tknowwhatto

saytoher.

SofinallyIgettoheartherealstory

ofwhywerushedhereandI

managedtogetthroughtoKgosi's

difficultfather.Elizabethalso

seemedexcitedaboutthat,she

pridedmefornotbeingshyaround

theoldman.IhavetoadmitI

surprisedmyselftheretoo,Ijust

jumpedrightinasifIhadsomeone

toimpressbutanywayIcouldn't



resisthischarms,Iseenowwhere

Kgosigetsthatfrom.

"So,ishehereforgood?"Iasked.

"Iamnotsure,Kgosiwenttohimjust

afterherealisedyou'vepackedall

yourthings,he'sbeengoingtohim

foradvicelatelyandKgosiSenior

vowednevertocomebacktoSouth

AfricasinceKgosi'smotherdied."

Oh,Isee.That'sallIcouldthink,Iam

happythatImetKgosiSeniorand

Elizabeth.Thisshowsthatour



relationshipisgoingsomewhereand

Kgosiconsidersmeashis...Idon't

knowbutIthinkIamsomeoneof

importancetohim.

BedtimecameandKgosiand

ElizabethhelpedKgosi'sdadtobed

whileItookabath,IwastiredsoI

madesurethewaterwasn'ttowarm

orhot.IfearedImightfallasleepinit.

Ifinishedandwenttothebedroom

withjustatowelon,Kgosiwas

sittingonthebedandwhenIwalked

inhegotupandcametome.



"Ihaveneverbeenthejealoustype,

youknow."hesaidunwrappingthe

toweloffme.

"Whyarewetalkingaboutjealousy

now?"Iaskedthinkingwewerestill

ontheGabrielissue.

"Iamtalkingaboutyouandmydad

darling,don'tletyourmindwonder

toomuch."

"OhIsee."IsoftlysaidasIrealised

thatKgosiwasinthemoodfor

flirtingandIlovedthissideofhis.



"Yes,sopleaseletmeremindyou

whoisbosshere."hesaidashe

quicklyscoopedmeinhisarms

makingmescream.

Hethrewmeonthebedashetossed

me,Ilaughed.Hetookhisclothesoff

throwingthematme,Iwouldcatch

themandthrowthemonthefloor.

Whenhewasfullynakedhethrew

himselfonthebednexttomeand

lookedinsidemyeyes.Iclosedmy

eyesandwent,



"Kgosi?"

"Hmm."heresponded.

"IhavemetyourdadandIthinkyou

shouldmeetminetoo."Isaidwithmy

eyesstillclosed.Hedidn'trespond

untilIopenedmyeyesagain.

"Okay,when?"

"Tomorrowforsupperatmyhouse."

"ShouldIbringanythingtocharm



yourdad?"

"Nope,justbeyourhandsomeself."

Withthathegotontopofmeandwe

rolledoffthebedtothefloormaking

mescreamlouderthanIhaveever

screamedbefore.Ifellontopofhim

withhishandsstillaroundme,he

rolledmeoveragaingettingontopof

me,Iwasgigglingloudertheentire

time...

Thentherewasaknockatthedoor

andIthinkitwasElizabethtellingus



tokeepitdown.

"Shhhh,letsgetbackuponthebed."I

whisperedtoKgosi...

ForthefirsttimesinceIhaveever

metKgosihelookedatmestraight

intomyeyesandlaughed...
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Lovechangespeople,Ihaveheard

thatacoupleoftimesandit'snot

entirelytrue.Ittakestherightwoman



tochangeamanandviceversa,true.

Ihaveprovenprooftothat,Ihave

seenitallwithmyowneyes.Ifthe

firstsentencewastruethenGabriel

wouldhavechangedforme,buthis

eyesalwaystoldmesomething.You

canbeinarelationshipwithaperson

formorethan10yearsandnever

everthinkofmarryingthembutget

marriedtosomeoneelsejustafter

meetingthem,thisthingsworkin

mysteriousways.Iknowjustlikeme

KgosihasahistorybutIknowfor

sureheneverthoughthewouldone

nightfollowagirlhome,fallinlove

withherandletherseethissideof



his.Itmighthavetakenmeagesto

seehimlaughbutit'sworthit,trust

me.Iamagrownwomanwithagood

careerdespitewhatNtombithinks

andIearnenoughmoneydespite

whatmycrackybankbalanceshows

andIwouldliketothinkIhave

achievedwellformyselfbutnothing

beatsmytonight'sachievement.I

couldtelltherewasnocoincidencein

usmeeting,weweremeanttomeet

andhelpeachotherwithourown

littleproblemsandnotforgettingthe

goodsex.

Ilookedathimlaughinghisheadoff



whileontopofme,Ijuststaredat

himtryingtowithholdthismoment

foreverandever.Idon'tknowifhe'll

everlaughagain.Hestopped

laughingthensmiled,

"Youbringouttheworstinme."he

saidthengotup.Hepulledmeup

andmademestandlookingathis

shiningeyesthatmademewantto

stareinthemforever,gonewherethe

coldeyes.Hecarriedmetobedand

madelovetomelikeIwasatreasure

tobetakencareof,hewasslow,

lovingandcaring.ItwasnothingI

knewofhimyetepicandfulfilling,it



wasallaboutmeandforme.And

whenhewasdone,herolledoffme

andkeptmeinhiswarmstrongarms.

"Kgosi?"Islowlysaidtohim.

"Darling?"hesoftlyreplied.

"Whydidwestophavingthatother

sex?"IaskedhimandheknewwhatI

meant.

"Becauseyouarenotthatwomanyou

aremineandIamsatisfiedwithwho



youare."

"ButIwantit."

"Okay,maybeonceamonthfrom

nowon."hesaidkissingmyforehead.

"No."

"Ayear?"kissedmyleftcheek.

"No."



"Aweek?"kissedmyrightcheek.

"No."

"Then?"hepausedtostareatme.

"Now!"

"ButIjustmadelovetoyou."

"Ja,butIwantyoutof-me."

"Pardon?"



"Youheardme."

"Okaynotherethen."

"Where?"

"Followme."hesaidashegotoutof

thebed.Hegavemeagowntoput

onandheputonapairofjeans

withoutshoes.

Ifollowedhimoutsidethehouse,we

usedthebackdoor,justbehindthe



garagethewasanotherdoor,he

openeditandswitchedonthelights.

Therewerestairsthatwegoingdown,

itwasabasement.Wewentdown

thestairs,Ididn'texpecttofindthe

basementsoneatandsimply

beautiful.Therewasahugeblack

couch,apooltable,somethingthat

lookedlikeachestdrawer,afridge

andahugemirrorthatcoveredthe

entireonepartofthefourwalls.The

floorwascoveredwithawhitecarpet.

Itookmygownoffandexploredthe

roomnaked,ofcoursehebroughtme

heretohavesexandnotourusual

sex.Kgosisatonthecouchand



watchedme.Iopenedthedrawers,

therewerehandcuffs,blindfoldsand

awholelotofthingsthatIdidn'teven

knowwhatIwoulddowiththem.I

closeditandwenttothefridge,inthe

fridgetherewerewhipcream,cold

drink's,nonealcoholicbeveragesand

someotherthingstoo.

"So,you'veusedthebasement

before?"

"No,IhadplannedtobutafterImet

youIjustcouldn'tdoanyofthis

thingsanymore."



"So,whatareyouplanningtodoto

methen?"IaskedhimasIsatonthe

pooltablecrossedlegged.

Hepulledhimselfupfromthecouch

andwenttothedrawer.Hepulledout

theblindfoldandwalkedtome.He

blindfoldedmethensaid,

"WhateverIdoIpromiseIwon'thurt

you."hesaid.Inodmyheadtoshow

himthatIwasready.Iknowthat's

nothowheusedtodoit,heisonly

changingrulesbecauseofme."From

nowonnotalking."hesaidashe



blindfoldedme.

Theneverythingwasdark,Ilistened

tohismovementsanddideverything

asheguidedme.Memademelayon

myback,hespreadmylegs.

EverythingwentquitebutIcouldn't

hearhimopeningandclosingthe

fridge.Silent...

AftermuchsilentIfeltsomething

veryverycoldonmytummy,I

screamedabitasthecoldness

rushedallovermybody,Ishivered.

Hemademetastetheliquidandit

wasthewhipcream,heputonmore

asitgotcoldandcoldthatiteven

drippedonmysides.Ilovedthe



feeling,itwasturningmeon.Mylegs

werestillspreadapartbutIhad

forgottenaboutthemthat'swhyI

screamedwhenIfeltsomethingcold

beingpushedinsideofmedown

there,Ithinkitwasice.Icouldfeelit

melting.Iwasfullyturnedonand

readytojustgetmymeat,thisthing,

foreplayorwhateverhecallsitIhad

hadenoughofit.BeforeIcouldbeg

himtohitmewithit,heburiedhis

lipsaroundmyeverythingashis

tonguewentforastrolldeepwithin.I

threwmyhandsonmysidesand

grabbedontheedgesofthepool

tableliftingmybuttuphighforhim,



hepushedmedownandpinnedme

tothepooltable.Hewasofferingall

hehasbutIfeltlikeIwantedmore

eventhoughIhaditall.Itriedtowrap

mylegsaroundhisnecktomakehim

neverleavebuthemadesureto

spreadthemevenfurther.Hepulled

awayfrommethenwenttomake

circleonmystomachwithhistongue

whilehishandswereslowly

massagingmybreasts.

"Kgosijustdoit."IsaidasItriedto

pushhisheadfrommytummy.



"Rememberthemagicwords,just2

darling."hesaidthenslippedina

finger.

"PleaseKgosi."

"Darling."

"Please."

"Themagicwords."

"Fine."



"Yes."

"Fuckmmmmmmmeeeeeee."I

screamedandheobliged.Ifelthim

betweenmythighs,Iheardplastic

flippingandthesmellofstrawberries.

Strawberryflavouredcondoms!

IknowKgosiwantedtotormentme

beforehefinallygaveittomebutthe

urgewastoomuchforbothofus.He

couldn'tholdhimselfanymore...



Andwhenhefinallydecidedtoenter

meImoveduptomeethim,he

pushedindeeperbeforehestartedto

thrustinandoutofme.Iwasgoing

crazy,hewasdrivingmetocoming

hardandstrong.Hepulledoutand

turnedmearound,heremovedthe

blindfold.Ifoundmyselfbenddown

andlookingatusinthatbigmirroron

thewall.Wewerebothfacingit,I

watchedasKgosienteredme,his

eyeswideopen.Iwascoveredinthe

creamthathadmadenastystainson

methatIdidn'tcareabout,infactI

justlovedthedirtinessofthem.We

bothwatchedastheexcitementof



watchingourselvesgrew,itwaslike

watchingalivepornmovieandatthe

sametimefeelingit.Icouldseethe

musclesinKgosi'sarmstightening

witheachthrustasheheldontome.

Watchinghisstrengthwas

somethingsobeautifulandepicthat

drovemecrazy.LikealwaysIcame

firstandheturnedmearoundand

mademelayonmybackagainashe

gotontop,hethrustafewtimes,

fasterashedrovehimselftocome.

Hejustlaidontopofmeasweboth

calmdown.



HappyEasterweekend...
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Ican'twaittogoonleaveandenjoy

mytimeawaywithKgosi,hesaidhe

hasplansforus,herefusedtogive

medetailsthoughbutIdon'tcare...as

longasIamwithhim.Wearestarting

toactlikearealcouplenowbut

maybeIhavetowaitfortonight

beforeIcangettoocomfortable.

ThismorningwhenIleftforwork

Kgosididn'tlookgood,hesaidit's

becauseoflastnightbutIknowhim...



latelyIhavelearnedtoseethrough

him,okayfineeversincehestarted

laughing...lol...andIcansayheis

definitelygoingthroughthestressof

tonight,preparinghimselfandtrying

tofigureoutwhat'sexpectedofhim.

Hedidn'tevengotoworkandIkind

offeelforhim,heisnotalonethough.

Iamalsodreadingtonight,Ireally

don'tknowwhattoexpectfrommy

brothersanddadbutImostlyfearmy

dad.Thewayhespoketomeatthe

hospital,Idon'tevenwanttothinkof

whathewouldhavedonetopoor

Kgosithatnight.Kgosidoesn'ttalk

muchandgetsirritatedquicklyifyou



arealloverhimandmydadisa

schoolprincipalwhoisusedto

explainingandaskingquestions.Yoh

ai,theyareacombinationshem...I

calledmyDadtotellhimIam

bringingKgositonightandhesaidI

shouldbehometocook,hesounded

cool.IcalledKhumoandDineoto

comeovertolendahand,Nthabihas

movedherselfinbutIcalledherjust

tocheckuponher.Iwishmygirls

havemetKgosibefore,maybethat

wouldhelplightenthesituationabit,

theiropinionswouldhavehelped

eventhoughsomeofthemcan'thold

anythingtothemselves.Eish...One



thingthatIhavebeenstrugglingwith

inmylifeisfinallygoingwell,mylove

lifeisperfectandIamveryhappybut

thereissomuchthatneedstobe

fixed,myrelationshipwithmyfamily

forinstance.Goodness,Ineeda

breakthough,especiallyfromwork

beforeIstrangleBongiwe,shecalled

meinthismorningtogivemeaword

aboutmyfrequentabsencefrom

work,thiswomanhasissuesItell

you,shewasshoutingatmethatI

endeddoingthesametooandthat

almostcostmeawrittenwarning.

Thatiswhatshealwaysdoes,when

shelosesanargumentshethreatens



withawrittenwarning.Well,whatever

shewantstothrowatmeIamready,

Ineversaidshecancometowork

everydayandrespectpunctuality.

Nthabicalledtoaskmewhatshe

shouldbuyforsupper,Idon'tthinkit

wasagoodideaforhertogo

shoppingespeciallyafterwhat

happenedwithBettyandbesidesshe

justcameoutofhospital.She

reassuredmethatshewasfineand

shewaswithItumeleng.Anywaythe

truthisIdon'tevenknowwhatIam

goingtocook,mydadlovesmeat,it

doesn'tmatterifit'scookedorbraai



he'lleatit.AsforKgosiIdon'teven

knowhisfavoritemeal,yohaowa!I

toldNthabitobuyvegetablesandred

meat.FordesertIwillmakemalva

puddingorsomethingsimple.Damn,

thiswholethingrequiresmetoleave

earlyforworkwhichisimpossible,

becauseoftheargumentIjusthad

withBongiwe.IcalledKgosiand

askedtospeaktoElizabeth,Iwanted

toaskheraboutKgosi'sfavourite

foodandshegavemealonglistthat

drovemecrazyandshejustwenton

makingthisdifficult,

"Bonaneh,whenyoucookforKgosi



justmakesurethatyoudon'tusetoo

muchofeverything.Heeatsalmost

everythingyesbutbepresentable

withthefood.Alsofordessertheis

notpickyandIwouldsayhisfavorite

ischeesecake.Heisnotyourserve

yourselftypeofguy,helikestobe

served.Hedoesn'tdrinkalcohol,only

appetizerdrinksanddrylemon.And

whenheeatshelikestohaveaglass

ofwateronthesides,welljustput

everythingthathemightneedonthe

table,clothtowipehishandsevery

nowandthen,toothpicks...Youknow,

theworks.Goodluck."



Shehangupaftersayingthat.

Oh,Elizabethyougavemea

headache.HowamIsupposeto

rememberallthat?DidIreallyhaveto

dateoneofthemostcomplicated

guysintheworld?Wishhewasas

simpleas...

Ispendanentire1houronthephone

makearrangementforadinnerthat

justgoingtoserveabout12people.I

don'tevenknowhowmuchairtimeI

used.You'dswearIwaspreparingfor

aweddingorhostingthepresident,I



evencalledKhumotoaskherto

makethecheesecake.Idon'twantto

buyanymeal,Iwanttoprepare

everythingfromscratch.

By1o'clockBongiweleftfora

meetinginLaudiam,Ialsowantedto

leavethenbuthadtopushsome

workandMphosaidhe'llcoverfor

meifIleaveafter3pm,heisinvited

toobytheway.Iwantmorepeople

aroundsomydadwon'tgetthe

chancetobelittleKgosi,Ireallycan't

pictureanythingabouttonight,the

wholethingjustseemsodd.



Timewasn'tonmysideanditwas

movingtooslowformyliking.Thabo

cametoaskifIwantedanythingto

eatattheshopbutIwastoo

stressedtostomachanything,Ijust

wantthedaytoendsoeverything

wouldpass.Canitbetomorrow

already???

"IthinkI'llskiplunchThabo."Isaidto

himashestoodatmydoor.He

shruggedhisshoulderandaskedifI

wasokay,wellit'snothinghecan

helpmewith.Itlookedlikesomeone

wastryingtocomeinasThabo's

attentionshiftedawayfromme.He



wastalkingtosomeoneoutside,I

justwaitedtoseeifwhoeverwasout

therewouldcomein.Thaboleft

then...

"GoodthingIboughtyoulunch,heard

whatyousaid."hesaidraisinga

McDonaldpaperbagatme.

"Gabriel,Iambusy."Isaidtohim.

"Icomeinpeacebathong."

"Fine,whatdoyouwant?"



"Iheardaboutyourdinnertonight."

"Fromwho?"

"Doesn'tmatter."

"Well,youheardrightandyouarenot

invited."Isaidleaningbackwardon

mychair.

"Iknow."



"So,whatdoyouwant?Whydidyou

comehere?"

"IjustwantedtoletyouknowthatI

loveyou..."

"Gabrielplease..."Isaidtryingtostop

himfromcontinuing.Ihaveheard

whathehassaidandIhavelonged

andwaitedforhimtosaythatalong

timeago,especiallyatthattime

whenIwaspregnant.

"Look,IhavelostyoualreadyandI

amnotheretogetyoubackeven



thoughIwishwecouldfixthings.

KelebogileImadeastupidcall,Ihave

hurtyouandnowIamwatchingyou

beinghappywithanotherman.Iwish

Imarriedyouthatmomentwhenyou

saidyouwerepregnantbutIwasset

onhurtingyouforlovingKgosi..."

"Weyoueverinlovewithme?"

Helaughedashewent,

"ThefirsttimeImetyouatthe

hospitalbutjustlikeyouIloved2

peopleatthesametime.Iloved



Ntombitoo..."

"IguessthisisgoodbyeGabriel."I

saidfindingithardtosaygoodbyeto

him.Henodhisheadinagreement.

"CanIatleastgetahug?"heasked

withasmile.

"Whynot?"Isaidspreadingmyarms

outforhimasIstoodupfrommy

chair.

Hecametome,Gabrielbeinghimself



hedidn'tgivemeahug.Hewent

straightformylipsandkissedme,I

lethimasheheldontightlytomy

body.Hewasn'tgoingtostopsoI

hadtopushhimback...

Gabriel'skissesusedtomakeme

wantmoreofhim,theymademe

thinkhewasthebestkisserthatI

haveeverhadbuttodayIwatched

himwithhiswetlipsthatIusedto

thinklookedjuicyandallIcouldthink

ofwas...

'Ican'tbelieveIeverthoughtGabriel

couldbetheone'

Hiskissisnothingcomparedto



Kgosi'sandit'snotjustthekissonly,

Gabrielneedstogrowup.Hecame

heretotryandgetmeback,thegood

lameexcusewasjustashield.I

smiledasIlookedathim...

"What?"heaskedme.

"GoodbyeGabby."Isaidtakingthe

foodhehadboughtmeandmy

handbag.IneedtogoseeKgosi.

HelaughedasIwalkedout,he

followedme.



"Reallynow?"hesaidbehindme.

IlaughedtooandwenttoseeMpho,I

gavehimGabriel'sfoodandtoldhim

togivethemtoThabo.Itwasn'tafter

3butIreallyhadtoleave.Gabrielwas

waitingoutsideforme...

"Iseeyouarestillhere?"Iaskedhim

asIwalkedpassedhim.

"Well,Iwashoping..."hesaidandI

turnedaroundtolookathim.Hewas



comingtome...

"Foroldtime'ssake,maybewecan...

you...know..."hesaidstandingnext

tome...

Ididn'tsayanythingtohim,Ididn't

haveto.

Heisjustnotworthitanymore...
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"Iknowyoudon'tlovehim,youare

onlywithhimbecauseofhismoney.



Heisnotevenyourtype."Gabrielsaid

tomewithacockysmileshowingon

hisface,heissosureofhimselfand

Idon'tthinkheunderstandshow

muchhehashurtmeorhowmuchI

lovedhim.Itriedtopushmyselfpass

Ntombi,IgavehimmoneyIdidn't

havebutheneversawthegoodin

anyofthat.Imadetherightchoice

withKgosi,heisamanthatknows

howtotakecareofawoman,

financiallyandinbed.He'samaster

attamingawoman'sheartandIthink

heisthemanthatmydadhasto

meet.

Ihavenothingmoretodiscusswith



Gabriel,himandIdonotsharethe

samevaluesregardinglove.Iwanta

futureandhewantsthebang-bang

sideofthings...

Iwalkedawayfromhim,apartofme

willstillandalwayslovehim.Iamnot

stupid,he'staughtmealessoninlife

thatIwillalwayslookatwhenlife

dealsmethehardblows.Iamnotthe

kindofwomanthatGabrielwants

andIdon'twanthimeitherbutitwas

toolateformetorealisethat.

IgotintoKgosi'scaranddroveaway

lookingatGabriel,hewasbusyonhis



phoneshowingthathedidn'tcare

whetherIdroveawayornot,hereally

wantedtohavesexwithme.Icried,

heneverlovedme,Ijustwastedmy

timeandenergyonhim.Isaidall

kindsofwords,swearingathim,

callinghimnamesthatInever

thoughtIcouldsay.Iparkedonthe

sideoftheroadandcriedmyeyes

out,Ireallydidn'tunderstandwhyI

wascryingbutIfeltlikeIneededto.I

rememberthegoodtimeshehad

shownmelove,thedayMbalicame

tomyhousewithrosesand

apologisedforhispatheticexcuseof

amanthathisfatheris.Didhemean



anythingbythen?Whydoesithurtso

muchthatIboughtStametafor

R2000tryingtowinamanthatnever

lovedme.Whydidhehurtme?Why

isitsopainful?

IloveKgosibutwhycan'tIforget

bloodyGabrielMazibuko???

Ilookedatmyselfinthemirrorand

sawmymessedupface.Allthisfora

manthatwantedonethingonme,

pussy!Issexsoimportanttohim

thathehadtofakelovingme?

Itookmymakeupbagandfixedmy



face.Ineedtobestrong,notjustfor

tonightbutfortherestofmylife.Life

istough,tomorrowwon'tbethesame

astodayandyesterdaynever

preparedyoufortodaysowhynot

maketomorrowadaytolookforward

toandforgetwhattodayand

yesterdaydidtoyou.

Ihaveheardthewords'thistooshall

pass'andIsurelycan'twait.

IdrovetoKgosi'shouseandparked

outsidetocheckmyfaceagain.It

lookedlikeInevercriedandthat'sa

goodthingbecauseIamaboutto

walkintomyhappyplace.Igotoutof

thecarandwenttothedoor.The



housewasquite,ElizabethandKgosi

Seniorweredrinkingteainthe

kitchen.Theywerenottalking,that's

whyitwassoquite.Igreetedthem

andaskedwhereKgosiwasthen

KgosiSeniorlookedupatmeand

went,

"Youaresuchaprettyladytobe

lookingformyboy,whoareyou?"

Istoodstunnedforamoment,I

wantedtolaughandtellhimIwas

herelastnightbutIjustsawitinhis

eyesthatsomethingwaswrong.I



lookedatElizabethandshejust

staredathercupoftealikeshewas

milesaway,somethingisreally

wrong.IwantedtoaskherbutI

thoughtbettertogolookforKgosi.

Hewasinhisstudybusyonthe

phone...

Iwaitedforhimtofinish,Icouldn't

quitegetwhathewastalkingabout.

Heputthephonedownandcameto

me,

"Kgosi,whatisgoingon?"Iaskedhim

lookingupathimasIsatonthechair.



"I'vebeenbusyallmorninglooking

foraplaceforhimandIcan'tfind

onethatIwouldsayit'ssuitable."he

answeredme.Helookedlike

someonewhowasverytroubled.

"Idon'tunderstand."

"HehasAlzheimer."

"Ohno,Kgosi."Isaidstandingupto

givehimahug."Sowegoingtohave

tocanceltonight."Isaidalready

seeingthedisapointmentinmy

father'sface.Thiswillmakehim



thinkotherwiseofKgosibutIcan'tlet

Kgosidothis.

"Don'tbesilly,hehasbeenlikethis

for5years.AttimeshethinksIam

stillalittleboyorhemistakesmefor

someoneelse.It'sjustthattodaythe

doctorwashereandhethinksI

shouldgethimbackintoahome."

"Well,hedidn'trecognisemetooand

howisElizabethtakingthis?"

"Hard,afterherdivorcetheywere

togetherandnow...Shestillloves



himandhedoestoojustthathis

episodesdoesgettoher

sometimes."

"Youdon'thaveaproblemwiththem

beingtogether?"

"No,Icouldn'thaveaskedforabetter

stepmother.Sheraisedme."

"Betteryou,Ican'tstillwrapmyhead

aroundthefactthatmydad

remarried."



"Youhavetoletgo,heisalsogoing

toletgoofyouatsomepointinlife."

hesaidlookingatmewithasmile.

Wewerefacingeachotherwithour

foreheadstouching,Iblushed.

Hekissedmeonmylips.

"Okay,sowearedoingthistonight."I

askedhim.

"Yesdarling."

"Ihavetogohome,mydadwantsme

tocooktonight'smealthat'swhyI



leftearlyatwork."

"Iamgoingtoneedthecar."

"Ohja,I'lltakeataxiback."

Iwenttothebedroomandtookafew

dressesfromthenewclothesIhave

bought,Iamgoingtoneedthemfor

tonight.WhenIcamebackKgosi

Seniorwasbacktohimselfagain.He

wasnowsmilingandhappytosee

measthoughhewasseeingmefor

thefirsttimeoftheday.Hewanted

toshareacupofteawithmebeforeI



leavebutIhadtorush,thenhesaid

hehadsomethingimportanttotell

me.Elizabethwasoutsidetalkingto

thegardenerandKgosisaidhe'lltake

metotownaftertalkingtohisdad.

Wesatdowninthekitchen,heheld

myhandswithhissoftshakinghands

andwent,

"Kelebogile,IlikeyoumychildandI

lovemysontoo.Pleasetakecareof

him,hecomestomewheneverhe

wantstotalkbutthat'snotgoingto

bepossibleanymore...astimesgoes

oneverythingisgoingtofadeandI

don'tknowhowmuchtimeIhave



beforethisillnesstakesovermy

entirelife.Heisveryfragilethanhe

appearstobeandwithawomanlike

youbyhissidehe'llbeabetterman."

Icouldn'tholdthetearsasIpledged

onmymother'sgravetobethebest

womanforKgosi,Ipromisedtomake

himproudeventhoughhemightnot

beabletoseethat.Hebelievedinme

ashisoldeyesreleasedthetears,he

slowlyletgoofmyhandsandturned

awayfromme.Helookedaroundthe

kitchenandIrealisedhewasn't

himselfanymore,hesatstilland

whispered,



"Elizabeth,Elizabeth."

Igotupandkissedhimonthe

forehead.Hedidn'tmovebuthiseyes

did,theyfollowedmeasIwent

outside.IknowwhatAlzheimerdoes

topeople,Ihaveseenit'svictimsbut

whenit'ssocloseitshutsyoudown

likeyouarealsoinit.IfoundKgosi

andElizabethtalkingoutsideand

whentheysawmeElizabethcameto

meandgavemeahug.

"Iloveyouforcaring."shesaid.



"Ithinkhewantsyounow."Isaidto

her.Shesqueezedmeinherarms

beforesheletgo.

IwenttogiveKgosiahugtoo,this

mustbehardforhimtoo.Ihavejust

mettheoldmanandIcan'thandleit

sowhatabouthim,hehasbeenwith

himfromdayone.

"Areyousureabouttonight?"Iasked

himknowingtoowellthata

cancellationwillreflectbadlytomy

dad.Heknowsthereisamaninmy



andheisjustwaitingforthatmanto

slipupsohecoulddismisshimand

showmemymistakes.

"Yes,lookIhavebeenwithmydad

foralongtimeandlifeneverstopped.

Tonight,there'sanursecomingin

andbesidesElizabethisheretoo."He

saidreassuringme.Iunderstandbut

yetIfeellikewhatwearedoingis

wrongbutIdon'twantthingstogo

awkwardnow.

Wedrovetotowninsilenceas

always,thewholedayIhavebeen



busypreparingfortonightlikeitwas

somethingbig.Itisabigdealforme

thoughbutIwishitwasn'tthis

stressful.Onceuponatimemydad

andIwereverycloseandInever

fearedhimlikeIdonow,Iamnot

evenlookingforwardtogoingtomy

ownhouse.Meetingmyownfather

hasneverbeenthisstressful,apart

ofmewishIcouldpostponeand

spendtonightwithKgosiandhis

father.

Kgosidrovemearoundtobuyafew

thingsthatIthoughtNthabiwouldn't

thinkof.LuckilysheandItumeleng



werestillintownsoIgotaliftback

homewiththem.ImadesureKgosi

leftbeforetheycametowhereIwas

forobviousreasons.

OnourwaytothehouseNthabiwas

happyandchattingawaywithme

whileItumelengwasquiteandacting

likehewasbored.Iwasalsonotin

themoodtotalktohim,Icanseehis

attitudealreadyandifhecarries

throughwithituntildinnerhe'llruin

mylife.IaskedNthabiabout

Itumeleng'sattitudeaswewalkedto

thehousewhileItumelengwas

loadingthegroceriesoutthecarand

shesaidhehadariftwithhisexwife



butIdon'tthinkthat'sall.

Thapelohadcalledtoletmeknow

thatheisgoingtobelatefordinner,I

don'tthinkhimnotbeingtheremakes

muchdifference.Mydadand

Itumelengtogetherjustspells

mathataandthatcouldprobably

meantheendofKgosiandme.

ThegirlsandIstartedcooking,Dineo

andKhumowerealreadyatthehouse

aswellasPalediwhocamewithmy

dad.Khumohadmadethecheese

cakealready,itlookedgoodjustit

neededacoupleofhoursinthe



fridge.Inevergavemydadthe

chancetobealonewithme,Icould

tellhehadalottosayandaskbutI

madesureeverytimehecamenext

tomeIlookedandactedbusy.The

girlsalsowantedtoknowabout

Kgosi,Ijustkeptmymouthshutand

letNthabisharethebitsofwhatshe

thinkssheknowswhichwasjustfar

fromthetruth,shewasexaggerating.

TheentiretimeKgosiandIspoketo

eachothereverychancewegot,it

waslikewejuststarteddatingbut

wellwejustfoundeachotheragain.



Wefinishedcookingaround20:00

andwewenttogetready,sincewe

didn'tsetanytimeforthedinnerI

calledKgositotellhimthathecan

comeover.

Nthabiwantedmetowearadoekas

ifIamgoingtomeetmyin-laws,

Dineotoldhertostopbeinghostile

andthatalmostcostafightbut

Khumointervened.Sothereisstill

somebeefbetweenthem.Dineo

helpedstylemyweave.Aftersome

timeKgosicalledtosayhewasout,I

toldtheladiestogopreparethefood

asIgogetKgosi.

Ihadtotellmydadandeveryonethat



Kgosiwasalreadyherebeforegoing

tohim.

Iwentoutsideandfoundhimwaiting

forme.Hehadabottleofbrandy

withhim,Idon'tevenknowifthatwill

impressmydad.Hekissedmeand

gavemealonghugbeforewewalked

inandonethingIwasn'tsurewithit

waswhathewaswearing.Iwould

havepreferredhiminhisusualsuits

andtieotherthanthebrownchinos

andwhitegolfer'sshirthewas

wearing.Helookedgoodfora

leisurelydayoutwithme,nottomeet

mydad.Ididn'tsayanythingthough,I



walkedbehindhimandwhenwegot

tothedoorImadehimwaitoutside

soIcantelleveryonethatwehewas

here.Ididn'thavetosayanything,

theywerealleagerlywaitingforhim.I

openedthedoorwiderandushered

himin.Assoonashewalkedinthere

weremurmursofapprovalfromthe

ladies.

"Dumelangbagolo."hegreeted,

somerepliedbutmydadjustwent

quiteandlookedatKgosi.Ithink

Kgosiwasdirectingthatatmydad,

monnawamopedidumelangyamo

rogagape.HelookedatatKgosiand



went,

"IthinkI'llbejoinedbyKelebogile,

Itumeleng,andhimatthedinning

table,Thapelowilljoinuswhenhe

getshere."
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RightthereIwasonmyfather's

messy,that'swhathewants,meto

actliketheobedientdaughterwhile

herunsmylifeasIwatch.Ihave

alwayssaidmydadandIhavebeen

closebeforebutthatdoesn'tmeanI



washisperfectlittlegirl,Iwasarebel

anddidthingsthewayIwantedbutI

changedassoonasIstartedworking

becauseitwasnouse,Ihadnoone

tothrowmytantrumsat.Ihadto

growupandtakecareofthingswhile

hestoppedlovingme,throwing

moneyatmedoesn'tshowloveif

that'swhathethinks.Ilookedathim

asheactedinchargetryingto

intimidateKgosi,IwonderhowKgosi

isgoingtotakethis.Iwantedtocry

andbeghimnottoruinthisonething

forme.Hehasn'tbeeninmylife

latelyandthingswerereallynotgood

forme,acoupleofweeksagoIdidn't



thinkKgosiandIwouldbehere,Iwas

amessandIneededhimthen,my

father.Hecan'tjustcomenowand

ruinthingsformejustbecausehe

thinksheknowswhat'sgoodforme,

welltruthbetoldheknowsnothing

aboutme.IloveKgosi,wehavebeen

throughsomuchtogether,mydad

hasneverbeenthereformelike

Kgosihas.

Atleastitwasacoolnightsothe

girlssetthefoodforusonthe

dinningtableandtheytooktheirfood

outside.Icouldn'tgetmyselftorelax,

Icouldseethedisapprovalonmy



dadandItumeleng'sfaces,theyhate

Kgosiandtheydon'tevenhave

reasonsto.Wesatdownandstarted

servingthefood,Ididtheserving

startingwithmydad,Itumelengthen

Kgosi.Iwastryingtobecivilandnot

causeanything.ImadesureKgosi

hadeverythingElizabethtoldme

about.Thetablewasquiteandnerve

wrecking.Iwantedtostartupa

conversationbutIhadnothingtosay.

IwassittingnexttoKgosilookinglike

strangersbeingforcedtosharea

dinnertable,itwassouncomfortable.

Mydadclearedhisthroatandmy

heartjuststoppedasIlistenedto



whathehadtosay.

"Kelebogile,whydon'tyouintroduce

yourboyfriend?"thelastpart

soundedlikeaninsultorlikehewas

forcinghimselftoadmitthatIhavea

boyfriend.

Ipouredmyselfaglassofwater,I

triedtoholdeverythingwithasteady

handsoIwouldn'tshowthatIwas

shaking."Uhm,thisisKgosiKgosi

andKgosithisismydadandbrother

Itumeleng."Isaidandnoneofthem

movedorsaidanything.Ididn'teven



knowwheretolookorhide.

"So,heisnotgoingtogetupand

shakeourhands?"Itumelengasked

andmydadagreed.

"Kgosi?"Isaidtohim.

"No,Iwon't."hecalmlysaid.

MydadandItumelenglaughed,that

laughthatsaidtheywererightabout

Kgosieventhoughtheyneversaid

anythingbefore.Iforgothow



stubbornKgosiis,Iwasabitmadat

himforbeingdifficult,Ididn'texpect

thatkindofbehaviorfromhim.He's

theonetheyhaveputontrial,he

shouldbeallowinghimselftolet

themtakethelead.Iknowheisa

powerfulbusinessmanwhocarries

himselflikethateverysingleday.

Everythingabouthimisaboutpower

andrespect,hewalksit,livesitand

commandsit.Thisistotally

somethingdifferenttohim.Earlieron

IthoughtheseemednervousbutI

hadtotallyforgotthatmyKgosihas

anauraabouthimthatriseshisego

abruptly.



"Then,what'sthepointofallthis?"

Itumelengagain.Withoutany

concernKgosiwent,

"Iagree,thepointistoknoweach

othernottomakemefeellikeIam

notwelcome..."

Itumelenginterruptedhim,"Weare

heretoseewhetheryouarefitformy

sisterornot."

"AndsinceyougothereallIam



seeingisarrogance."mydadsaid

andmyheartjustsank.Iknewthat

thiswasgoingtoendbadlybutI

neverthoughtitwasgoingtolikethis.

Thisisbreakingme...

Kgosididn'trespond,hesatbackin

hischairandlookedfrommydadto

Itumeleng.Theywerealsolookingat

him,theatmospherewasintenseand

Ijustsatthereterrified.Icouldn'tsay

anything,mythroatwasdryandmy

mindblank.Wesatinsilenceasthey

exchangedlooksliketheywere

weighingeachothersabilitytodo

something.It'sadreamcometruefor



agirltohaveherfamilyaccepther

boyfriend,butthosekindofdreams

arenotforpeoplelikeme.Iam

destinedforstressleditshele.

"Rre,"Kgosistartedasheheldmy

handthatwasonthetable,"Ilove

yourdaughterandshelovesmetoo

butIcan'tsithereandletyoutreat

melikeIamabouttostealheraway

fromyou,obatlarespectfromme

andIwantthesametoo."

"Respect?Boy,you'veshownme

nonesinceotsenamo.Iexpectyou



toproveyourselftous."mydadsaid

withabitofangerinhisvoice.

"Maybeweshouldstartoverwithyou

showingusthatrespect."Itumeleng

said.

"Howdoyouexpectmetodothat

whileyouarejudgingme?You

haven'tgivenmeachancebutyet

youaremakingdemandsandcalling

meaboy."

"Icanseethiswasabigmistake.My

daughterisinforarudeawakening."



"Surely,youcamehereforafight."

"Andifthat'swhathewantshebetter

gobacktowhereverhecomesfrom

becauseIwon'ttoleratethisinmy

ownhouse."mydadspokestanding

up,hewasfurious.Itumelengand

Kgosibothstoodup.Iwastheonly

oneleftsittingdown.Mydadspoke

abouthowdisrespectedhefeltand

thatKgosiwillneverbethemanfor

me.

"ThisisnothowIimaginedmeeting



you."Kgosisaid.

"Oh,soyouthoughtyoucouldcome

inhereandwalkalloverus?"

Itumelengasked.

"No,Ipicturedushavingadescend

conversationthatdoesn'tinvolveher

crying."Kgosirepliedpointingatme.I

sattherecryingmyeyesout.Ididn't

wantthingstoturnthisugly,I

couldn'thandleit.

"Kelebogile,maybeyoushouldleave

usandletusdealwiththisasmen."



mydadsaidtome.

Istoodup,

"No,papawhatkindofamandidyou

expecttowalkinhere?Ihavenever

broughtamanhomeandkegodile,I

havelostmymotherandmybaby,

pleasedon'tletmeloosethemanI

lovealso."IturnedtoItumeleng,"I

haveneverjudgedanyofyour

decisionseventhoughIaminvolved

inyouraffairs.Whycan'tyousupport

me?"ToKgosi,"Iknowyou'vealways

beenyourownbossandthismight



bedifficultforyou,canyou..."Kgosi

heldmyhandandsaid,

"Iamsorry,Iamjustnotusedto

peopletreatingmelikethis."

Hesatdown,mydadandItumeleng

alsosatdown.Theywerebothinthe

moodforafight...

"I'msorryifIupsetyouandmaybeI

amwrong,thisisyourhouse,your

daughter,yourrules."Kgosisaidas

hesurrender.Hewasdoingthisfor

meandIknowhedoesn'tlikefighting,



hewasbeingabettermanthan

Itumelengandmydad.

Icouldhearacarpullinginoutside,it

mustbeThapelo.Canthenightget

anyworse?Ican'thandle2ofmy

familymembers,sowhatamIgoing

todowiththethirdmember.Iknow

Thapeloisnotashardheadedasmy

dadandItumelengbutIdon'tknow

whathe'sbringingtothetable.

"Fine,whatareyourplanswithmy

daughterthen?"mydadasked.

"Iloveher."



"That'sall,youplanonbeing

girlfriendandboyfriendforever?"

Itumelengaskedstillholdingonto

hisbadattitude.

"Iwouldloveforhertobemywifeif

that'swhatyouareaskingbutwehad

achatandshesaidsheisnotready."

hesaidlookingatme.DidIeversay

thattohim?Iwasabouttobursta

veinaskinghimwherehegotthat

frombutthedooropenedand

Thapelowalkedin.Theregoesmy

night...



"Helloeveryone."hesaidcheerfully,

werespondedandhestoodstillfora

momentlookingatKgosi.Then...

"Kgosi,isthisyou?"

Kgosistoodupandwent,

"Mashaba?"

Theyshookhandsandgaveeach

othersidehugswhiletherestofus

surprisinglylookedon.



"Youknowhim?"dadaskedThapelo.

"ThismanpaidformybursaryandI

owehimmylife.Nowhe'sdatingmy

sister?Sis,youpickedwell."

DadandItumelengdigestthat...
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Well,whatdoyouknow?Ineverknew

ThapeloandKgosikneweachother,

thisisnewstomeandtofindout



thatheisbehindThapelo'ssuccess

justmakeshimthebestofwhatI

thoughthewas.Iknewtherewasso

muchthatisgoodbehindthosecold

eyesandhardface.Thisisareally

goodthingbutit'snothowIwanted

myfamilytoknowKgosi,Ijust

wantedthemtoseeaguythatloves

mebutanywaytheyhavealready

concludedwhattheythoughtofhim

onewouldthinktheyhaveplanned

everything.Andnowiftheychange

howtheyfeelabouthimitwillbe

becauseofhismoney,thereisno

otherwaytoputit.Thiswhole

situationisnotgoinginmyfavour,I



didnotexpectmydadtolikeKgosi

butIexpectedhimtoatleastgive

himachance.

Ilookedatmydadwantingtosee

what'sgoingtohappennow,between

allhischildrentheonlyonewhohas

therightfatherlylovewasItumeleng,

heevenhadtheopportunitytobe

schooledbyhim.IknewthatThapelo

hadobtainedabusarysomewhere

sincehisstepfatherbailedoutonhim

butIneverquestionedtheoriginofit.

Ijustassumedheappliedandhewas

rewarded,buyanywaynothingofthe

sortoccurredtome,maybeIwould



havemetKgosithen...

Thapelowentontalkingabouthow

Kgosipaidforhisfeesalongwith

otherstudentsunawareofthe

tensioninthehouse.Dadjustsatin

hischairlookinghorrified,thewayhe

lookedmademefeelbad,hehad

regretandconfusionwrittenallover

hisfaceashewatchedhissonspeak

highlyofamanhejustbelittledbut

yetjustmet.Itumelengalsolooked

terriblebutmyconcernwasformy

dad.IknowThapelomighthave

savedahorribledinnerbuthejust

madethingsworse,nowit'sawkward.



MydadandItumelengdon'tknow

howtotakethisforward,theyhave

misjudgedKgosi.

IknowImentionedthatIfeltbadfor

mydadandImeantit,Ijustcouldn't

watchmyfatherbeingbroughttohis

kneeslikethis,Iknownowhehasto

askKgosiforforgiveness,forallof

ustomoveonheandItumelenghave

todoit.Ijustdon'tthinktheyhaveit

inthem,apartofmealsothinks

Kgosiwaswrongtowanttotakeover.

Heistheguestthathadtositinhis

chairandletmydadandItumeleng

grillhim,Iknowwhatyoumightthink

butweareablackfamilyandthat's



justhowthingsaresupposetobe.

Theawkwardnessincreasedas

Thapelomovedalltheattentionto

Kgosi,itwasn'tabouttheexcitement

offindingoutthatKgosiwasdating

meanymore.Thapelowaspraising

Kgosipurposelyandputtingupa

showforourfather,hewantedhimto

seewhatKgosihasdoneforhimso

hewouldfeelbadbecauseit's

somethingdadcouldn'tdo.Thapelo

isthenicestofallofusbutjustlike

mehehadangertowardsDad,he

wantshimtobepunishedfornot

beingthefatherthathewantedhim



tobe.IhavetosayIwasn'ttheonly

onewhothoughtdadhadchanged

aftermarryingItumeleng'smom,Iam

notsayingshechangedhimbuthe

shuteveryoneout.

Mydadgotupandwentstraightto

thedoor,everyonelookingathimnot

stoppinghim.Iknowthismustbe

embarrassingtohimbutwalking

awayisnottheperfectapproach.

"Papa?"Isaidnotsurewhattosay

afterthat.



"Ineedfreshair."hesaidand

stormedout.Itumelengalsogotup

butusedthebackdoor.Isatthere

listeningasThapelowentontalking

whileKgosijustnodhisheadand

threwinafewquestions.For

someonewhodoesn'ttalkmuchhe

seemedveryinterestedinwhat

Thapelowastalkingaboutormaybe

hewasjusttryingtoavoidtheturn

outofthedinner.IlookedatThapelo

whodidn'tseemmovedbywhatjust

happened,mydadandbrotherjust

walkedoutjustashecameinand

thatwasnothingtohim.



"IamgoingtocheckonDad."Isaid.

KgosigrabbedmebymyarmbeforeI

couldleave.

"MaybeIshouldgotalktohim."he

saidandIjustshookmyheadnoat

him,hehadbeendisrespectful,he

knowsittooandIdon'tthinkhecan

fixanyofthis.

HeletgoofmyarmandIwalked

outside.

Dadwassittingdownonthelawn

restinghishandsatthebackandhis

legsbroughttohisknees,thelights



outsidewereonsoitwasn'thardto

spothim.Iwalkedtohimandhewas

crying,myfatherwascryingandhe

wasn'tevenhidingitfromme.Ihave

neverseenthissideofhimeven

whenwelostmymom,henevercried.

Helethistearsflowandsniffed,

"Ihavefailed,Ihaveletmychildren

down."hesaidthroughhistears.I

wentonmykneesinfrontofhim,

"Papa,pleasedon'tdothisto

yourself."Ibeggedhim.Iwasmadat

himforhowhetreatedKgosibutI



can'tlethimtakealltheblame.

"Itookadvantageofyourmom,your

auntandItumeleng'smom.This

womengavemebeautifulchildren

butIdidn'tseethatasenough,

insteadofbeingthereformychildren

Imessedupevenfurther."

"Youcanstillmakeupforthat."

"HowLebo?HowdoIgobackin

thereandcontinueeatinglikenothing

happened?Yes,Iamabadfather

whorefusestoseethegoodinother



men.Helovesyoumybaby."hesaid

thelastpartwithasmileandsinceI

gotherethat'sthebestthingIheard

himsay.Heismyfather,itdoesn't

matterwhathappensIwillalways

lovehimnomatterwhatIthinkof

him,hehasmadehismistakesandI

can'tholdhimtothatforever.

"Idon'tthinkIfeelgoodaboutthe

wayweapproachedthings,Ihave

donesomanywrongthingsandhave

disappointedmychildren.Kelebogile

youareagrownupwomanpaving

yourpathtogreatnessandIjustgot

angryfornotbeingapartofthat.I



amsorrymychild."mydadsaid.I

gavehimahug,Icouldn'tsay

anything.Iwasspeechless...

Weheardsomeoneclearingtheir

throatandwhenwelookedupitwas

Kgosi,hesatnexttomydad.So

closethattheyleanedagainsteach

other.

"Mydadalwayswarnedmeaboutmy

arroganceandtonightIalmostlost

thewomanIlovebecauseofit."he

saidlookingatme.Ismiledathim.I

wasn'treallygoingtodumphimafter



tonight,noIwouldrathergoagainst

myfamilythanloosehim.

"IthinkIamtheonewho'ssuppose

toaskforforgiveness."

"No,IcametoyourhouseandIcan't

letmyeldersdothat.Iwasn'tbrought

uplikethat."Kgosisaid.

Theybothforgaveeachother,

makingthemrealisethatwhat

happenedearlierwasunnecessary,

allthiscouldhavebeenavoidedif

everyoneactedlikegrownups.They



spokeandmyfatherwasnow

interestedinknowinghowKgosi

helpedThapeloduringhisstudies,I

knowhewantedtoknowthedetails

withoutThapelobeingaround.My

fatherwasaproudmanbutstillwhat

happenedtonightwasbeyondhim

andhefeltembarrassed.Idecidedit

wassafetoleavethembothontheir

own,iftheydareteareachother

apartIwon'tgetinvolved.Iwantedto

checkonItumeleng,ifIcanfixthings

withmydadIcandoitwithhimtoo.

Thapelowasoutsidewithmyfriends

thatIhaveforgottenaboutand

Itumelengwasinhisroomonthebed.



"Hey,osharp?"IaskedhimasItook

apeekin.

"No,Iamnotfine."Icameinandsat

onthebedwithhim."Iwantedto

intimidatetheguybutIwasleftwith

eggsonmyface."

"Youcanstillfixthat."

"Heisagreatguy,waybetterthan

GabrielandIjustthoughthewasthe

sameashimandifIwanthimtobe



withyouIbettergooutthereandbeg

forhisforgiveness."Itumelengsaid

thengotupfromthebed.Hegave

meahugbeforeheleft.Itoldhim

wheretofindKgosi,Isataloneonhis

bedforafewminutes.Iwantedthem

tofixthisbythemselves...

IleftItumeleng'sroomandwentto

sitwithmyfriends,theydidn'task

howitwent,wejustateandlaughed.

LateronItumeleng,DadandKgosi

joinedus.Theyalllookedhappyand

pleased.



LateronwhenweweredoneIwalked

Kgosioutandaftergivinghimahug

andakisshesaid,

"TonightIlearnedsomething."

"WhatMrKgosi?"

"Saythatagain,myname."

"Notafteryoutellmewhatyou've

learned."Isaidandhelookedatme

andpulledmeclosertohim.Itwas

darkbutthestreetlightsprovided



enoughlightformetoseehissoft

eyesastheystareddownatme.

"IhavelearnedthatIamnotashigh

andsuperiorasIthoughtIwas."

"OhMrKgosiyouareonlyhuman."

"Sayitagain."

"MrKgosi."

"Again."



"AomaraMrKgosiyoujustlove

beinghighandsuperiorhle."

Helaughedsohardashethrewhis

headback...
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"PityIwon'tbeMrsKgosi,itwould

havebeennicethough."Isaidasifto

makehimrememberwhathesaid

earlierandtomakeapoint.Ireally

don'tremembertellinghimthat

rubbishofmenotwantingtoget



married,likereally,whatwasIlooking

forMrRightfor?Ofcoursehedoesn't

knowthatbutIwantedtogetmarried

thedayIsawmymominherwedding

dress,thethingwasuglybutback

thenIthoughtmymomwasafairy

princessforaday.Ihaveneverever

stoppeddreamingofchangingthat

dressintosomethingspecial.Iwant

togetmarriedinmymother'sdress

andherjewellery,ifonlytheycould

beretrieve.

Andthatdreamhastocometrue

withKgosibymyside.Hestillhad

meinhisarmsandhejustlookedat

melikehewastryingtofigure



somethingoutaboutme.Iwanttobe

marriedtoKgosi,tomakeusofficial

andsealwhatwehave.Maybethatis

notwhathewantsandIamonly

pushing.

Afterawhileofsilencebetweenus

hewent,

"Youtoldmeatthehospital,after

loosingthebaby.Iaskedyouandyou

saidyoudon'twantthat."hesaid

answeringaquestionthatwasinmy

head.

Yes.IremembernowbutIdidn'tthink

he'dtakenmeseriously,Ididn't.



Ihalfopenedmymouthandclosedit.

Iwasinpainthatdayandsomehow

wantedtohurthim,hemademefeel

alonewhileIfoughttobeinanother

man'slife.

"GoodnightKgosi."Isaidtryingto

getmyselfoutofhisarms.

"Areyoumadatmenow?"

"Letmego."

"Thenwhat?Yougobacktothe



houseandyounevertellmewhatI

didwrong?Isthatwhatyouwant?"he

askedmestillholdingontome.Iwas

actinglikeafoolIknowbutIwanted

tobemadathim.

"Youshouldn'thavelistenedto

anythingIsaidthatday."

"Stupidgirl,can'tyoujustsayyou

takeeverythingyousaidback."

"IamnotagirlKgosi."



"Iknowthatyouareawoman,Ihave

seenyourtruecolours."

Idon'tknowifhewasjokingorwhat

buthemademesmile,Icouldn'thelp

frombeingangrytothat,hehas

charmslikethat.Ilookedathimhis

facewashardandhiscoldeyes

stareddownatme.Heranafingeron

mylipswhilehisonehandhadboth

minebehindmesendingshivers

downmyspine,hekissedmeslowly

caressingmyfingersasifhewas

askingforpermission.Iresponded

thesameway,slowly,thelastpartof

thenightwasperfectandIdon'twant

thattobespoiledbymeunabletoget



overthingsthatdoesn'tmatter

anymore.

ThatnightKgosiandIdidn'ttalkon

thephone,Itriedcallinghimbuthis

phonewasoff.Icouldn'tsleep,Isend

himSMSsandstilltherewereno

replies.Whatifsomethinghappened

tohimorworsehedoesn'twantto

talktomeagain?Iwantedtocall

ElizabethbutitwaslateandImight

scarethepoorwoman.Itossedand

turned,Idon'tthinkIeverfellasleep

andwasafraidIwillwakePalediwho

wassleepingnexttome.Shedoesn't

likemybedroombutshehadno



choicesince2oftheguestroomsin

thehousewereoccupied.

InthemorningIgotoutofbedearly

andtriedcallinghimagain,still

voicemail.IdecidedtocallElizabeth,

shepickedup,

"I'msosorrytowakeyouupsoearly."

Iquicklysaidwithpanicinmyvoice

andtryingnottoaskforKgosiright

away.

"Noit'sfine,helosthisphone."she

answeredme.Shereadmymind.



"Where?Whereishe?Isheokay?"

"Idon'tknow,he'sprobably

somewhereinthehouseandnohe's

notokay,he'sturnedthewholehouse

upsidedownlookingforhisdead

batterycellphone."shesaid

answering3ofmyquestion.

"CanItalktohim,please."

"Holdon,Ineedtofindhiminthis

mess."shesaidandIcouldhearher

callingouttohim.Itdidn'ttakelong

forhertogivehimthephone.



"Darling."hesaidwithavoicethat

soundedhecticandbreathless.

"Kgosiareyouokay?Whydidn'tyou

callme?DoyouknowhowworriedI

havebeenaboutyou?"

"Iamfine,areyoufine?"

"WenaKgosi!"Ishoutedathim.

"Good,Iwillcallyou."thenhehangup



Iwasleftreelingwithanger.NowI

can'tevencallhimback,atleasthe's

finebutthatdoesn'tputmeatease.I

wanttoknowifeverythingbetween

usisokay,thatiswhatIhavebeen

stressingmyselfaboutthewhole

night.Hedidn'tsoundangryormad

atmethough,sonowIamgoingto

spendtherestofthedaywondering

aboutthatandifhedoesn'tcallmy

stresslevelwillshootup.Ihavenever

beenabletocalmdownuntilIgetthe

answersthatIwantorgettothe

bottomofsomething.

Icouldn'tgobacktobedsoIdecided

tomakebreakfastforeveryone.



Mpho,Khumo,andDineoleftwhileI

wasbusy.BythetimeIwasdonemy

brothersandDadwereawake,Nthabi

wasofffromworksosheandPaledi

decidedtosleepin.Ihadbreakfast

withmybrothersandDad,wewere

notchattingmuchbutitlookedlike

the3ofthemweretryingtohide

somethingfromme.Aslongas

whatevertheyarehidingdoesn'truin

melikeitalmostdidlastnightIdon't

haveaproblemandbesidesIcouldn't

bothermyselfwiththemasIhad

morepressingissuestodealwith.

AfterbreakfastIwenttogetreadyfor



work,ItookmytimehopingKgosi

wouldcallandIwouldaskhimto

comepickmeupbutheneverdid.I

reallydidn'tknowthatbecausemy

phonewasn'twithme.Ifinishedand

founditinthekitchen,checkeditand

therewasnothing.Itlookedlike

someonewasgoingthroughit

though,wellIhavenothingtohide

anyway.Thapeloofferedtodriveme

toworkashewasgoinginlater.

OnthewayhewantedtoknowhowI

metKgosi,Itoldhimthestoryofhow

Kgosialmostkilledme.Helaughed

sohard.

HegenuinelybelievedthatIloved



Kgosibuthewasn'tsureabouthim,I

believeThapeloknewKgosifor

longerthanIdosoIaskedhimtolay

downhisdoubts.Wewerealreadyat

theclinicandIwasearlysohe

parkedoutsideashewent,

"IlikethisguyKelebogile,infactI

respecthim..."

Hewentquiteforawhileasifwaiting

formetosaysomething,Iwas

gettingimpatient.

"But?"



"Peopletalk,Ihaveheardthings

abouthim.Thekindoflifethathe

livesbehindcloseddoors."

"Youmeanhissexualdesires?"Ishot

outatThapeloandhiseyeswidened.

"Youknowaboutthat?"

"Yes,andyoumeantotellmethat

peopleknewaboutthat?"

"Afew.Ialsofoundoutbyaccident

andIamsorryaboutthepartwhereI



saidpeopletalk."

"How?"IaskedThapelowishinghe

wouldjustsaythewholething

withoutmeaskingquestions,Itried

tokeepmycoolasmyheartpounded.

Iknewbitsbutdefinitelynotthe

wholestorybehindit.

"Ihadabriefaffairwithauniversity

lecturewhileinhighschool,she

wasn'tmarriedjustshewantedto

keepuslow.Sheintroducedmeto

KgosibeforeIwenttovarsityandone

nightwithhershegotdrunkand



blabbedouteverythingtome.She

toldmethekindsofthingsKgosiwas

into,shegavehimwhathewanted

butheneverdidthesame.Kgosiwas

youngerthanherandshewanted

marriagebutallhewantedwasher

bodyandtheroughsex,shecalledit

that.

Ilistenedtoherlistingalltypesof

thingshedidtoherandthekindof

womenhealwayshad.Shewasn't

theonlyoneandwhenshe

confrontedhimaboutit,hetoldher

togotohell.Thatgothermad,she

camerunningtomeandIalsokicked



heroutthatsamenight.Shegota

fewothergirlstolaychargesagainst

him,theydidn'tdenybeingapartof

hisactivitiesbutnoneofthemwere

forcedintoanythingandtheywere

happywithwhattheyweredoingwith

him.Looksis,Iamnottryingto

discourageyouoranything,Ijust

wantyoutobesureofwhatyouare

gettingyourselfinto."Thapelo

concluded.Thewholetimehespoke

lookingupattheroofofthecar.I

knewwhatKgosiwaslikebeforeI

methim,hetoldmesohimselftoo.It

soundsomehowcomingfrom

Thapelothough...



"Isthatall?"Iasked.

"Well,hefoundoutthatIknew.That

dayIwassosureIwasgoingto

loosemybursary,Iwasalreadyin

varsity,juststarted.Heaskedme

whatIknewandIjusttoldhim

everything,hewasn'tmadoranything.

Hejustsaidthathewillstopwhathe

isdoinguntilhemeetstheright

womanandsaidhedoubtsthatwill

everhappen."Thapelosaidthenshot

mealookaccompaniedbyasmile.I

knowwhatthatmeant.



"So,doyouthinkIammakingthe

biggestmistakeofmylife?"Iasked

him.

"Iwouldn'tsayyesorno,Ijustwant

youtobehappyandmaybeyouare

thewomanthathasrescuedhimbut

nowIgetGabriel'sstoriesandif

Kgosiwasn'tthegoodmanIthought

hewashewouldhavefiredhima

longtimeagoandIdon'tthinkI

wouldhavehadmybursarytoo

becausehetoldmeIcoulddo

whateverIwantwithwhatIknew.



Andmyfindingsfromallthisisthat

KgosiKgosiJuniorisfairmanmy

sister."

IgavemybrotheralonghugbeforeI

rushedintotheclinic.

AroundlunchtimeKgosicalled,he

toldmethatmydadhadaskedhim

tojoinhimandmybrothersfora

weekendawayinHaartebees.NowI

knowthatsomeoneactuallywent

throughmyphonethismorning.I

askedhimwhathethinksandsaidhe

wasupforit,Iwasn'ttoosurethough.

AndIdidn'tmentionedmylittletalk



withThapelo,hedidn'tsayanything.

HelistenedtoeverythingIsaidand

thenaskedmeifIhadachangeof

heartabouthim.Myanswerwas,

"IhaveapasttooandifIamgoingto

judgeyouonthatthenIamnot

innocenteither."

Andhiswas,

"WeshallmoveonthenMrsKgosi,I

meanMissMehlape."



"YousuckbigtimeKgosi."Iteased

him.

"Ifthattranslatetosomethinggood

thenIwillacceptitmydarling."
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Ishouldstartprayingmoreoften,talk

toGodandrestorebackmyfaithin

Him.NotforHimtoblessmemore

though,Ifeelblessedenoughalready,

IjustwanttogivethankstotheOne

above.Ifeellikenewbeginningsare

hittingmeleft,rightandcenter.Ihave



learnedtoloveagainthroughhimand

Iamhappy,happierthanIhaveever

beenbefore.Iamongoodtermswith

mydadwhoistryinghisbestto

makethingsrightandpleaseme,I

knowit'snoteasyforhimtojust

acceptthathischildrenaregrowing

up,Ican'tbelieveiteither.Hemight

nothaveraisedhisboysbutwe'veall

comeoutallright,afewhiccupshere

andthereiswhateveryfamilyneeds

tobuildtheirbonds.Myfathermight

notbethebestbutatleasthegave

mebrothers,Ihadalonelychildhood

andalwaysaskedmyparentsfora

littlesisterorbrotherandmymother



couldn'tgivemethat,I'msureIbroke

herhearteverytimeIsaidthat.Ifonly

Iknewmoreabouthercondition...

Anywaytheysaydreamsdocome

trueandthatfinallyhappenedforme,

2brothersandabubblystepsister.I

lovePaledilikesheismyfleshand

blood,Ican'twaittogroomherintoa

betterversionofme.

Ididn'tseeKgosifortherestofthe

week,speakingonthephoneisnot

thesame.Imisshistouches,theway

helooksatme,thosebeautifulcold

eyesandthealwayswetlookingsexy

lips.Hispresencealwaysgivesme



thispeaceofmind,thisthingsthat

arehappeningtomethatIcan't

explainwheneverhetouchesmeand

whenhelaughsit'slikehe'sshininga

warm-sparklinglightovermyhead.

Iamgoingcrazyhavingtogobackto

myhouseeveryday,sometimesIfeel

likehe'sdriftingawayfrommebut

whenhecallsit'slikefallinginloveall

overagainwithhim.He'sbeenbusy

withhiscompany,renovatingand

sellinghousesandlookingfora

homeforKgosiSenior,he'svisiteda

fewthatIhavesuggested.Iknow

theyaregoodbuthisratingsofthem

arepoor,hedoesn'twanttoputhis



fatherinahomeanymorethat'swhy

he'sshuttingdowneveryhometo

somethinghedoesn'tlike.I

understandwhereheiscomingfrom,

hecouldhirealiveinnursebutKgosi

Senior'sconditiondoesn'tallowone

persontotakecareofhim,thingsare

goingtogetoutofcontrolandone

professionalnursewon'tbeenough,

itdoesn'tmatterhowexpensivethe

nursewillbeandexplainingthatto

Kgosijustarouseshisstubbornness

evenmore,orshouldIsayarrogance?

Theweekendcameandtheyall

packeduptogotoHaartebees,Kgosi



saidhe'lldrivetherealoneandhe

refusetocomeseemebeforeheleft,

Ijustthinkhe'sfrustratedbutIfeel

likesomethingiswrongandIkeepon

flushingthatfeelingatthebackof

mymind.Hesoundsfinewhenwe

talkbutIreallyknowmyman,even

ElizabethsaidthesamewhenIcalled

herbutshethinksitsbecauseofhis

father'shealthandfindingahomefor

him.

TheentireweekendIwasawreck,

callingmybrothersandDadtocheck

howthingsweregoing,Thapelo

endedupblockingmynumberfrom



theirphones.Iwasafraidofcalling

Kgosi,Iknowhowagitatedhecan

get.Iendedupwithnothingtodo,

PalediwentoutwithAndre,Dineoleft

theminuteThapelocalledtosaythey

arrivedsafelyandNthabidroveme

crazywithbabymagazinesand

pregnancystories.You'dswearshe

washavingherfirstchildwhilesheis

amotherof2already.MaybeIam

beingjealousbecauseIlostmybaby

andcan'tshareherjoy.Itook

Thapelo'scarandwentshopping,I

loveshoppingbutmymindwasn't

intoit.AllIcouldthinkofwasthe

littlevacationmymanison,ifonlyhe



wouldjustcallandtellmehowit's

going.IevenwenttothegymthatI

havea12monthcontractwithand

neversteppedfootinitandtrustmeI

renewthecontracteveryyearand

payingfornothing.

WorstpartIwastherebutIdidthe

treadmillandtriedafewweights,

theywereheavyandIevenrefused

help.Iwasn'tthereforfitness,justto

passtimenje.

TheweekendpassedandstillKgosi

wouldn'tseemeorsayanything

abouttheirvacation,wespokeonthe



phoneandIevenremindedhimnot

toforgetourvacationsincehe

promisedtotakemesomewhere

duringmyleave.AndwhenI

mentionedtheirvacationhejustsaid

itwasfine.Everyonewassayingthe

sameasiftheywerehiding

somethingfromme.

Monday,Idecidedtopreparelunch

forKgosi.IcalledElizabethtomake

surethatKgosiwouldbeattheoffice

thewholeday,shesaidhehas

meetingsallmorningbuthewill

definitelybebackbeforelunch.Good!

Ipreparedamealperfectforaking



andmadesureIpackedeverything

helikesandmightneedjustlike

Elizabethoncetoldme.

Itooktaxisandgotattheoffice

before12withmybasket,the

receptionistgirltoldmeIcanwaitfor

Kgosiinhisofficesinceheisaware

thatIamhere.IfoundElizabethin

Kgosi'soffice,

"Iamwrappingupfortheday,Iam

goinghomeforKgosiSenior."she

saidwhilepackingawayfiles.I

watchedherworkingaroundKgosi's

things,everythingwasbeingpacked



accordingtoacertainmanner.It

clearlyshowsthatElizabethknows

Kgosiverywell.

Afterafewminutesshewasdone,

shetoldmeshewasleavingandI

shouldmakemyselfcomfortable.

Shehelpedmesetthefoodon

Kgosi'shugeshinydeskbeforeshe

dashedout.

IsatonKgosi'schairandexamined

hisoffice,itwasbig,neatandnicely

decorated.Iwonderedwhatitwould

feellikeifwehadanadventurenyana

inhere.



ThedooropenedandIquicklygotup

onmyfeet.

"Oh,it'syou."IsaidasGabrielstood

atthedoor.Hewassurprisedtosee

me.

"IneverthoughtIwouldhearthat

disappointmentinyourvoiceat

seeingme."

"I'msorryIwasexpecting..."

"King?"GabrielsaidbeforeIcould



finish."Don'tworrywasjustdropping

thisdocumentsforhimandIseehis

deskisoccupied."

Isatbackdownonthechairand

lookedathim,Iwantedhimtoleave

soIwasn'tgoingtoentertainhim.He

worksherebutIdon'tthinkitwould

lookgoodforhimtobeherewhen

Kgosigetshere.Heslowlyplacedthe

documentsonthecornerofthedesk

asifhewasplacingsomething

valuable,hiseyeswerefixedonme

andmineonhim.Hethenturnedand

headedforthedoor,hedidn'topen

thedoor,heleanedagainstagainstit



withhisforehead.

Heisnotleaving...

"WhatisKgositoyou?"heaskedme

asheslowlyturnedaroundtolookat

me.

"Whatdoyoumean?"

"Look,Igetit,theguyhasmoneyand

everythingbuthe'slike10yearsolder

thanyou,youare24andheis35."



"Gabriel,Idon'thavetimeforthisjust

leave."

"Ithastobehismoney,he'stooold

togiveyouwhatIdid."

"Please,leave."Iwhisperedtohim.

Hewalkedbacktoleanwithhis

handsoverthedesk.

"Girlslikeyoudisgustsme,you'lldate

evenaforeignerjustbecausehehas

money.Botswanadoesn'tmakehim

anybetterthananyforeignerfrom

outsideSA,theguyisasboringas



hell.Obonangkoyena?"heshouted

thelastpartatme.

IgotsomadthatIgotup,wentround

thedesktogetaccesstohisface

withthepalmofmyhand,heblocked

myhandandatthesametime

grabbedit.Ilostmybalanceandfell

backwardonthedesk,hewasstill

holdingmyhand.Hepulledmeup

makingmerestonhischest.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmybody

andthenthedooropened...

Kgosistoodatthedoorlookingat

us...



IaminGabriel'sarmsandit'snot

whatitlookslike...

"Mazibukogetout!"heharshlysaidto

Gabriel.Gabriellefttheofficewitha

stupidsmugonhisface.

Iwassoscared,shakingasIwaited

forKgosi'snextmove...

"Kekopaotsamaye."

"Kgosi..."Iwhisperedhisname.



"Ican'tstandtolookatyouright

now..."
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TherageinKgosi'seyes,Ihavenever

seenitbeforeorevenexperiencedit,

hiseyeslookedredandwaterylike

hewasreadyforafight,hecouldn't

evenstandstill.Hewentandleaned

onhisdeskstillwithgazeatme.

Therehasbeennumerousoccasions

whereKgosicouldhavewalkedinon

mewithGabrielincompromising



positionsbuthehadtowalkinonus

onadaythatnothingwasreally

happening.Iwantedtoexplainand

tellhimthatIlovehimandonlyhim,if

Ileavenowitwillbetheendofus.

Therewon'tbecomingback,wewill

losewhatwehave-had.Ihaveput

myheartandeverythinginusandI

don'tevenknowwheretofromhere,

I'mbrokenintopiecesIcan'tput

togetherandIcannotimaginewhat

hemustbegoingthrough.MaybeI

shouldgivehimtime,andwhatif

timeawayfrommemakesthings

worse?Idon'tknowwhattodo

becauserightnowwalkinginonme



andGabrielwouldhavegivenanyone

thewrongimpression.

Igrabbedmyhandbagandheaded

forthedoor,Ihadnotearsinmyeyes

asIleftthebuilding.Noonecould've

guessedwhathadhappenedbutifI

getstoppedIwon'tbeabletohold

thetears.Ihurriedacrossthestreet

toacoffeeshop,itwaspackedsince

itwaslunchtime.Iwentstraightto

theladiesroomandclosedthetoilet

doorandcried.Icriedforagood30

minuteswithoutstopping,Ididn't

makeanysoundIletthetearsflow.

WhatamIgoingtodonow?Ican'tgo

homeandtalktomydad,hehas



acceptedKgosi.

ItookmyphoneandcalledKhumoto

comepickmeup,Khumoisa

housewifetakingcareofMpho's

businesswithhispartner.Sheis

homemostofthetimeandwhenI

calledhershedidn'twasteanytime,I

didn'ttellherwhathappenedbutmy

crieswereenoughtoalertherthat

somethingwasup.Isendhermy

locationonwhatsapp.Inlessthanan

hourshewasoutsideurgingmeto

comeout,Isplashedwateronmy

faceandtriedtocovermysadface

withmakeupthenpushedmyselfout



ofthebathroomtowhereKhumo

wasparkingandonceinthecarI

criedagain.Sheletmecryasshe

droveandwhenwegottoherhouse

shetriedtogetmetotalk.Icouldn't,I

wastooashamedanditwashardfor

metojustsayit'soverbetweenme

andKgosi.

Khumoreceivedacallforameeting,

shedidn'twanttoleavemeonmy

own,

"It'sokay,maybetimeonmyownis

whatIneed."Itoldher.Shetoldme



togotobedifIneedtorestandIjust

toldherIneedashower,maybeitwill

clearmyhead.Shegavemenew

toiletriesandawholelotwordsof

encouragement,Idon'twantthat,allI

wantisKgosi.

IreassuredherthatIwillbefine.

AftersheleftIpacedaroundthe

house,Iknowsheisgoingtoneed

answerswhenshecomesback,

everyoneisgoingtoaskquestions

fromnowonthatIdon'thave

answersto.TheonlypersonIowean

explanationtoisKgosiandnowhe

doesn'twanttolistentome.What

amIgoingtodo?Ican'tgohomeand



facemyfamily,Ican'ttalktomy

friends.Ifeelallaloneandwhycan't

thingsgobacktonormal?

IcalledPalediandtoldhertobring

memyclothes,Itoldhertopick

mostlyjeansandpairthemwith

differentkindsoftops.Iavoidedher

childishquestionsandorderedherto

bringthemtoKhumo'shouse.Before

IwentintotheshowerIdecidedto

sendKgosianemail,

'Iknowyou'vealreadyconcluded

whatyousawandit'snotwhatyou

think.Idon'twanttoexplainmy



actionstoyou,Ijustwantyourtrust

butIguessImessedupthatalong

timeago.It'smyfaultthatweare

wherewearerightnow.Kgosi,Ilove

youandwishyou'dforgiveme

becauselifewithoutyouisnotjust

meaninglessbuthardtoface."

Isendtheemailandwenttotakea

shower.Itookaquickonetomake

sureIfinishedbeforePaledigets

hereandwhenshedidItoldherIjust

wantedtospendafewdayswith

Khumo,Ispanherastoryabout

KhumonotbeingwellandIjust

wantedtobehereforher,shebought



itandleftwithoutanymorequestions.

Shewaswithherboyfriend.

JustaftertheyleftIchangedclothes

andwroteKhumoasmallnote.

'Sorry,Ihadtoleave.Thanksfor

everything.'

ItookataxitotownandonmywayI

searchedforaplacetorent,there

wereafewreasonableonesandI

decidedtotakeoneinPretoriaWest.

Iknowit'snotfarfrommyhousebut

atleastIwillhavetimeonmyown



andthinkthingsthrough.Imetup

withaguywhointroducedhimselfas

Michael,heshowedmethehouse,it

wasfullyfurnished.Hesaidthey

couldn'tgetthefurnitureinstoragein

timeandtheydidn'tthinkthey'dgeta

tenantsosoonbutanywaytheydo

rentfullyfurnishedhousesbutthat

alwaysdependsonthetenants.He

evensaidit'sfineifImovein

immediatelyandifIneedtobringin

anythingtheywillmakespaceforme.

IhadtopayupfrontthoughandIhad

tousemycreditcardaftersigning

the3monthcontract,aftertheguy

left(hepromisedtocomebackand



checkifIneededanythingremoved

ornot)Iwenttothebedroomand

checkedit,therewerecleansheetsin

thecloset.Ilaiditonthebedand

wentoutsidegivemyselfaperfect

touroftheoutsideandinsideofthe

housetoo.Itwasa2bedrooms

house,nothugejustacomfortable

housethatsuitedme.WhoknowsI

mightloveithereandstay

permanently,Idon'tknowwhereIget

thisthingofalwaysrunningaway

frommyproblemsandalways

landingmyselfinmorefinancial

trouble.IknowIcan'taffordthis

placebutIrenteditanyway,Ican



alwaysgohomeandexplainwhat

happened.Imightgetawordor2

frommyfamilyanditwouldpass,

right?

No,Ican't...

I'dratherbeacowardthangohome

andgetjudged,Iknownoneofmy

friendsorfamilymemberswould

believemeifItellthemthetruth

aboutGabrielandme,Ijusthaveto

wonderwhatheissayingrightnow.I

took2weeksleavefromworkand

maybebythetimeIgobackeveryone

wouldforgivenmeandeven

forgottenaboutmeandKgosi.

WishfulthinkingIknow...



Iwenttoanearbyspazaandbought

bread,teabags,sugarandmilk.Iwill

havetodosomegroceryshopping

tomorrowatanearbySpar,Isawit

onmywayhere.Icamebackand

mademyselfteabeforeIdecidedto

cleanthehouse.Ijustwonderwho

livedherebeforeme.Thehousewas

verycleanandthefurnituredidn't

lookwarnouttoosoIhadaperfect

ideathatitwasawoman.Butanyway

Michaeldidsaytheydorentoutfully

fullyfurnishedhousesandIdon't

thinkIwillchangeorbuynew

furniture,besidesIdon'thavethat



kindofmoney,it'sjustthatInever

knewpeopledothis.

ThenextdayIwastotallyfeelingthe

heatofbeingalone,missingKgosi

andevenmydad.Ihaddecidedto

closeeverythingaboutmylifeand

cherishbeingaloneandforgetthatI

amactuallyrunningawayfrommy

problems,mycellphonebatterydied

lastnightbutIthinkitwentoffjust

aftertalkingtotheguywhoshowed

methehouse.Idon'tthinkIcould

chargeitsinceIdon'twantanything

todowithanyonewhomightcontact

me.IneverevenswitchedontheTV



orradio,itwasjustmeandmy

thoughts.Ididgoshopping,boughta

lotofbakingingredientsandafew

horrornovels,Iwantedtoreadthe

hardcorestuffotherthanromance

thatwillkeepmeawakeforthewhole

night.

AfewdayslaterIwasstartingto

settleinandwasadjustingtomy

boringroutine.Noonebotheredme,

theneighborswentabouttheir

businessandneverlookedmyway.I

havetoadmititwasn'teasybeinga

loner,attimesIwouldcrymyselfto

sleep,wakeupinthemiddleofthe



nighttobakeandcookfoodthatonly

landedinthebin.Ievenchargedmy

phonebutneverswitchediton,I

wonderedifIswitchediton...wouldI

getamessagefromKgosi,anSMS,

email?AndifIdon'tgetanything

fromhimthenwhat?

Whatisgoingtohappennow?

Hourswentby,dayswerefast

approachinganotherweekandmy

runningawaywasn'thelpingmystate

ofmindverywell.Iwasanemotional

wreck,thinkingaboutmybabyand

mymom,IthinkIcamethiscloseto

committingsuicideinthehopeof

meetingthem.



WhydidIrunawayfromhome?I

wasn'tthinkingstraightandnowI

havemadethingsworseformyself...

Idranktealikenobody'sbusiness,6

to8cupsadaysandthejourneyto

thetoiletirritatedmebutstillI

couldn'tstopwiththetea.It'saFriday

aroundlunchtimeandIamonmy

fourthcupsittingonthecouchwhen

suddenlytherewasaknockatthe

door,Ijumpedupfromthecouchand

wipedmyfacewithmyoversizeT-

shirttogetridofthetears,Iwas



usedtothemflowingwheneverIgot

deepinthoughts.Iwashopingtosee

Michaelagain,atleasttalkto

someonewhoknowsnothingabout

meeventhoughtheonlythingwe

spokeaboutwasthehouse,itwas

betterthandwellingonmyproblems.

Ididn'treallylookappealingwithmy

tornjeansandT-shirt,Iwasbarefoot

nogal.

Iwenttoopenthedoorandwashit

byabitofaheadacheasIlocked

eyeswith,



"Kgosi?"Iscreamedhisnameout

almostshuttingthedoorinhisface

butdidn't.Iwasabitsurprisedtosee

himorhappymaybe.Idon'tknow

howtoexplainthefeelingsIhadat

thatmomentbutIcantellyouIwas

bloodyscared.Howdidheknow

whereIwas?Ihavebeenherefor

almostaweekhecouldn'thave

followedme.Hehastheresourcesto

searchtheentireworldformebutI

doubthetried.

Hedidn'tsayanythingashepushed

hiswayinashepassedme...



Iturnedaroundtolookathim...

"Whyareyouhereandhowdidyou

knowwheretofindme?"Iaskedhim

ashejustgavemeoneofhisblank

looks.

Iwishhe'dhugmeandtellmehe

understandsandhewantsmeback.

PleaseKgosimakethingsrightforus,

wipeawaymytearsandkissaway

myfears.

"Iownthishouseandyoupaidwith



yourcreditcard."hesaidwithhis

handsinhispocketslookingatme

withhisunreadableface.

"Ohsoyouwantmeout?"Iaskedhim

withtearsrunningdownmycheeks.

Iwasn'tcryingforthehousebutfor

themanwhowasstanding4steps

awayfrommeandnotevenmovedto

touchme...

Hiscoldblankeyesjuststaredat

me...
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"Whydidyouleavewithouttelling

anyone,peopleareconcernedabout

you?"hesaidinalowtonestill

holdingthesamepose.Hewas

avoidingmyquestionbutthatishow

KgosiisandIdon'tthinkhe'llbeat

aboutthebushesifhewantedme

out,he'snothereforthat.Icouldn't

helpstaringathimthought,helooked

morerelaxedanddistant.Hewas

wearingabrownleatherjacketthat

hehadzippeduptohischest

revealingawhiteshirtandbrown



chinos,Ifeltunderdressedwithmy

tornjeanslookingwornout.Icould

stareathimforever,helooked

elegantandinviting,theweatherwas

abitoffandcloudyoutsidesomy

mindwonderedhowwarmitwould

betobeinhisarmsagain,letmycold

handsroamalloverhiswarmbody.I

knowthefeeling-Irememberit.

Apartofmeishappythatheishere

butthethingishedoesn'tseem

happy,butanywayhisfaceshowed

noemotions.

"Whataboutyou?Wereyou



concernedaboutme?Youdolook

finelikesomeonewho..."Istopped

andlookedaway.What'sthepoint,

it'snotlikehe'sherebecausehe

cares.It'sclearthathedidn'tcome

heretomakethingsrightorhearmy

side,whateverthatis."Pleaseleave,I

knowthisisyourhousebutIama

payingtenant."Isaidopeningthe

doorwiderforhim.It'sbetterifhe

leavesnowbeforehehurtsmeeven

more.TobehonestIdidnothing

wrong,hefoundmeinGabriel'sarms

andheassumedtheworstoutofthat

innocentsituation,itwasinnocenton

mypartnotsurewhatGabriel's



intentionswere.

Hecametothedoor,Iwatchedhim

breakingmyheartwishingIcould

screamathimnottoleaveme.I

shiftedtothesidesohecouldwalk

out,hishandwenttothedoorthatI

wasstillholdingandhepushedit

closingitwhileinsidethenheturned

tome,

"Whywereyoucrying?"heaskedme.

Ididn'tthinkhe'dnotice,Ihadwiped

myfacecleanwithmyT-shirtand

eversincehegothereIhavetriedto

standtallandbestrong.Ican'trisk



himseeingmevulnerablebecause

thewayhe'sstandinghelookslikehe

wouldjuststandthereandwatchme

crying.

"Don'taskmelikeyoucare."I

snappedathim.Heknowsthatbeing

withouthimhasbeenhardforme,I

knowhedoes.

HegavemealongblankstarethatI

couldonlyholdforafewseconds

withmyweteyes.Therewas

somethinginhiseyes,something

thatwassayingsomethingthatI



couldn'tget.

Hislipscurledintowhatlookedlikea

smilebuthedidn'tsmile...

"Ido."heansweredme,myheart

stoppedforsecondsasIwasunable

tocatchmybreathandwhenIcame

backtolifeitstartedbeatingsofast

andhopefullynotasloudasIthought

itwas.Iwasn'tscaredanymorejust

theexcitementwastoomuch.Ijust

wantedtojumpinhisarmsandlet

himholdme,howIhavelongedfor

histouch.The5daysawayfromhim



havebeenhellandseeinghim

standingthere...

"Thereisnouseforustobelyingto

eachotherKgosi,wearedone."Isaid

thelastpartwithconfidence,fake

confidence...

"Weare?"heaskedsearchingmy

eyesforanswers.

Idon'tknowwhyIsaidthatbutIfeel

likeweareheadingthere,Ididsay

thatifIwalkoutofhisofficeitwillbe

hardforustogetbacktowhatwe



had.Kgosidoesn'ttrustmeandI

thinktherewillalwaysbethatdoubt

aboutGabrielandme,itdoesn't

matterhowhardItrytoexplain

myselforprovetohim.Iknowhis

egotookaseriousknockthatday

andhe'llneverfindpeacewhere

Gabrielisconcerned.

"Ihavebeenlookingforyouever

sinceyouleftmyoffice,Ithought

you'veranofftodosomethingstupid.

Ididn'tmeantokickyouout,Iwas

justshockedtowalkinonyouand

Mazibuko...inmyoffice.Itfeltlike

you'veplannedit."



"Iwantedtoexplainbutyoudidn't

wantanyofthat."

"Ineedcoffee."hesaidgoingtosit

onthecouchthatIwassittingon

earlier.Ourconversationwasgoing

somewhere,wewouldhavehada

breakthroughifhehadn'tthoughtof

coffee.Coffeeinthemiddleofa

heatedargument.

"Iwantyoutoleave."



"Makethatcoffee,Iamnotgoing

anywhere,getthatthroughyour

head."

"Youcan'tbehearifIdon'twant

you..."Isaidwalkingtowardshim.He

raisedhishandsupatmethen

pointedatthekitchenbehindmeand

went,

"Coffee."

Iwasmadathim,Idon'tlikebeing

orderedaroundandKgosihasahabit

ofdoingthatanditdrivesmenuts,



it'snotevenahabitanymore,it'sjust

him.Atsomepointinourrelationship

Iwasgettingusedtothatsideofhim

thenhechanged.

Igotdowntomakingthestupid

coffee,wellIfeltlikeIneededittoo.

IcouldfeelhiseyesonmeasIwent

aroundthekitchen,thankGodIwent

shoppingorelsehe'llbedrinkingtea

rightnow.Idon'tthinkIwanthimhim

toleavethough,Iwantustotalkand

fixthings.Weoweeachotherthat

much.Ifinishedwiththecoffeeand

wenttogivehimhis.Isatonthe

singlecouchfarfromhim.Heheldon

tothecuplookingatitforalongtime



Ithoughthewasnevergoingtodrink

it.

Hefinallytookasip,

"IlostitwhenIfoundyouwith

Mazibuko,Iwantedtopunchhim."he

saidandtookanothersipbeforehe

wenton,"Ithoughtitwascrazyto

loveyou,Ican'texplainhowIfeel

whenIthinkofyou.Iamadifferent

maneversinceItoldyouIloveyou,I

amhavingfun,Imakejokes,Ilaugh

whichissomethingthatIhaven't

donesinceIlostmymother."he

lookedatmeandgavemea



contagioussmile,Icaughtand

lookedaway.

"Doyouthinkwecangetallthatback,

Imeangetbacktowherewewere?"

"Igotyouremail,darlingItrustyou.I

knowyoudon'twanthimbutIcan't

helpfeelingjealous."hesaidthenput

hiscuponthecoffeetable.He

extendedahandatmeandIplaced

mineinhis,hepulledmetohim

makingmesitonhislap."CanIstay

heretonight?"



"Nope!"

"Whynot?"

"Istillthinkweneedtoworkon

ourselvesbeforewecancommitto

anything."

"Imissedyou."

"Imissedyoutoo."

"So?"



"SonothingKgosi,Ijustwanttobe

onmyown."

"Please,Iwon'tbotheryou.I'llsleep

intheotherroomifIhaveto."

"Maybe,youshouldjustleave."this

timeImeanteveryword.Igotup

fromhislapandstoodup.Asmuch

asIwantKgosibackinmylifeIstill

havethatbitofreservationinmy

mind.Webothhaveissuesthatwe

needtoworkon."IloveyouKgosi

andIwanttobewithyou,gofix



yourselfandyourdemonsandIwill

godothesame."

Hegotup,helookedlikehewanted

togivemeahugbuthedroppedhis

handsandwalkedtothedoor.I

lookedawaybecauseIknow

watchinghimleavewillbreakmy

heartevenmore.Ilistenedashe

openedandclosedthedoor,Istood

inthemiddleofthesittingroomand

cried.It'sforthebest...Ihope...

Itookalongbathwhilecryingnone

stop,afterthebathIswitchedonmy



phoneandcalledGabriel,he

answered,

"Canwemeet?"
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Ichoseatableinthefarendofthe

restaurant,awayfromthedoorsoI

couldhavefullviewofwhocomesin

andout.Iamstillhidingfrommy

family,eventhoughIknowit's

unlikelyforanyonewhoknowsmeto

walkinhere.It'sanicelittle

restaurantthatIaccidentallysaw



whileshopping,it'snotthatbigand

theyservemostlyIndianfood.Gabriel

didn'tknowaboutitalso,Ihadto

sendhimdirections.Theydon'tallow

walk-insunlessyou'vemadebooking

oryou'veplacedanorderandIdid

bookatablefor2,Ihaveneverbeen

toaplacelikethisandIjustwanted

totryitout.

Thewaiterswereveryfriendlymaking

theplacesoundslikearestaurantin

someromancesceneofamovie.

PeoplecameintwosandIwasjust

theoddoneout,thecouplesthat

cameinandoutworeevening

dressesandsuits,beautifuloncethat



mademefeelabitunderdressed.I

woreblueskinnyjeansandapink

shirt.Ididn'thaveachoiceasIama

fugitiverunningawayfrommyown

prison,theonethatIjustcan'teasily

walkawayfrom.Therestaurant's

doorshavebeenopeningandclosing

foralotofpeople,Ihaveranoutof

patience.Wearrangedtomeet

around7pmanditwasn'teven7yet

butIwasgettingagitated.Icame

earlyhopingwecouldgetthisover

anddonewith,Iwentthroughmy

phonetryingtopasstimebydeleting

messageswithoutreadingthem.A

wholelotofthemfrommyfamilyand



friends,IwillfacethemwhenIget

theopportunity.

Justafter7hewalkedin,heworea

formalwhiteshirtandbluepants,he

lookedlikehewalkedoutofa

businessmeetingandtossedhissuit

andtieonhiscarseatandheaded

here.Thesideofhimalmosttookmy

breathaway,Ican'tgetlostinthat,I

justcan't.Helookedaroundbefore

hefinallyspottedme,hewalked

towardsmewithasmilethatlitup

theentireroom.Iseenowwhat

exactlyhaddrownmetoGabriel,he

haslooksthatdoesn'tacquirehimto

talkorworkhardtocharm,hejust



hasthatthingthatwillattractyou.

"DidIgetthememowrongoryoudid?

Everyoneseemstobelookinggrand

exceptyou."hehintedafterseeing

myoutfitashesatdown.Hehad

attemptedtogivemeahugbutIjust

satdowninmyseat,hesmelledgood

too."Ididmyresearchaboutthis

place,it'ssmallbutcatersforthe

best."hestartedofbymakingsmall

talklikewhathappenedathis

workplacewasforgotten.Likethere

wasneveranythingwrongbetween

us.



Awaitresscameandtookourorders.

Theplacewasnotthatpackedjusta

fewpeopledroppedinandout,they

weremostlybusyatthecounter.

"IhavetosayIamcurios."hestarted

againafterthesilence."Gettingan

invitationfromyou...tosucha

romanticjoint?"

"It'snotexactlywhatyouthink

Gabriel."Isaidtakingasipofmy

water.



"Youcalledmeheartobrakeupwith

me?"heaskedmeholdingouthis

hands.Hewasconfidentthough,well

hebetterdropthatasthisisthenew

Lebowhodoesn'tfallforshit

anymore.

"Webrokeupalongtimeago

Gabriel."

"Oh,weareheretoreconcile?"

"Foronceinyourlifegrowupandbe

serious."



"WhyexactlyamIhere?Iheardyou

ranawayfromhome,yourbrothers

werereadytobeatmeuptillI

presentedyourheadtothem."

"Look,Ididn'tcallyouherebecauseI

wantedtotalkaboutmyfamily,leave

everyoneoutofthis."

"Whatisitthatyouwantfromme?"

"Iwantyoutoletmego,forgetabout

meandmoveon."Isaidandallhedid



waslaugh,

"Whoexactlydoyouthinkyouare?

DoyouthinkIamthatobsessedwith

you.Getoveryourselfyouarenot

thatperfect."

"Thenwhyisitsohardforyoutojust

letmebe."

"Youthinkthat'shard?Letmeshow

youhoweasilyIcaneraseyoufrom

mylife."hespokeashegotup,he

hadangerwrittenalloverhisface.I

alwaysknewthatGabrielhadthis



sidetohim,thetantrumthrowing

sidebutifitmeanshe'llbeoutofmy

lifeIdon'tcare,Ididn'texpectusto

befriendsanyway.Thewaitresswas

bringingourfoodtothetable,Gabriel

wentforhiswalletandtookout

money...

"It'sfineI'llpayforthis."Isaidandhe

justgavemeadeadliestlookthen

threwthemoneyonthetable.He

walkedoutthedoornotlookingback,

helookedveryangry.Thewaitress

putthefoodonthetableandIhad

lostmyappetite.Idon'tcareanymore

aboutGabrielbuthedoesn'tlook



good,it'sasifIhavestabbedhimin

hisheartwithaknife.Ican'thelpthis

badfeelingsthatIhaveabouthim...

What'sgoingtohappenthenexttime

IbumpintohimatKirkney?Willhe

stillletmetalktoMbali?WhydoI

havesomanythingsthatIhaveto

worryabout?

Igatheredthemoneywhichwas

morethanwhatweshouldbepaying

forandgaveittothewaitress,

"I'lltakethemastakeawaysplease."I

saidgivingherthemoney,allofit.



Shecheckeditandthankedmefor

thehugetip.Ididn'treallywantthe

food,Iamonlytakingthembecause

wepaidforitbuthonestlyIjust

couldn'tleaveatablefulloffoodlikeI

wastherichestpersontowalkin

hereandbesidesglanceswerebeing

thrownmywaylikeIwasgirlwho

wasleftatthealtarbyhandsome

groom.Mostofthemwerefeeling

sorryformewhereasIcouldn'tcare

lessaboutwhatjusthappened.

Iwonderhowhegetstothrowaway

suchmoneysincehe'sbeenbroke

eversinceImethimorhewasjust

boostinghisego.Gabriel!Hopehe



doesn'thavetostandonvolcanoes

andfacecobrastogethisinner

peace.Idofeelsorryfortheguy,Iam

notthatheartlessyouknow...

Igotthefoodanddecidedtoleave

immediatelybeforepeoplestart

askingifIamfineorifGabrielismy

abusiveboyfriend,IactedcoolasI

laughedwiththewaitress.Shewas

justexcitedaboutthemoney,don't

thinksheevengotmyjokes.Ihad

walkedtotherestaurantonfoot

whenIcame,itwasstillearlyand

nowitwasabitdarksoIdecidedto

takeataxiback.Ilookedaroundfor



Gabriel'scar,Iknowhe'slonggone

butIwashopinghewouldn'tdrivein

thatanger.Therewereafewcars

parkedinthestreetandhiswasn't

there,Iwasabitrelievedthathewas

goneasIwouldn'thaveknownwhat

todoifhewasstillthere.Itwasabit

coldoutsideandIwasn'twearing

anythingwarm,Iwaited5minutesfor

ataxitoapproach.

Insidethetaximyphonerang,itwas

Nthabi.Dammit,whydidn'tIswitchit

off?Iletitringuntilitstoppedthen

switcheditoff.Thatshouldbe

enoughforthemtoknowthatIam

fine.



Igotoffandwentinsidethehouse,I

wassocoldIjustwantedtotakea

bathandgetintobed.Ilockedthe

gateandrushedtothedoor,I

unlockedandwentin.Insideitwas

socoldIturnedaroundtoclosethe

doorbutitwasforcefullypushedin

makingmestumblebackalmost

falling.

Whoeverhadpushedthedoorwalked

inandIcouldn'tbelievemyeyes

whenhestoodtherelookingatme

witheyesIcouldn'trecognise.



Itwas...

"Gabriel!"
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Hefollowedme,howcouldIhave

beensostupidofcourseGabriel's

vrrrrphawasn'ttherebutNtombi's

MiniCooperwas.Idon'tknowit's

registrationbutitwasthere.Thisis

sick,Gabrielissick,Ishouldhave

knownhewoulddosomethinglike

this,whatwasIeverthinking?Clearly

talkingandmovingonwasn'tinthe



cardsforhim.NowIhaveamadman

inmyhouse,amadGabriel.Ihave

neverinmylifethoughtIwouldbe

scaredofGabriel,hehasalwaysbeen

theeversmilingcharmingguy,no

matterhowbadlyyoumakehimmad

healwaysmanagedtosmile.Ittook

alottogetGabrielangrybuttodayhe

wasadifferentman,helookedas

thoughhewaspossessedbysome

kindofevil.Hewasn'ttheloving

fatherthatIknewhimtobe,Iwasso

scaredIcouldn'teventalk.Ifhe

attacksmeIhavenoonetohelpme,

theneighborsdon'tknowmeormy

existenceinthishouse,Ihavekepta



lowprofilesinceImovedinhereandI

doubtKgosiwillhaveamindof

comingback.

Heclosedthedoorwithhisheeland

walkedin,hiseyesneverleavingme.

Hetorethebuttonsofhisshirtby

rippingitopenwithhishands

revealinghistightbody,Iwatched

himasItookastepbackbutitwas

nothing,hewascomingcloserand

closertome.Ididaquickturn

aroundandrantothebedroomwith

thehopeoflockingthedoorand

callingforhelpormaybetalksome

senseintohimbutwhenIgottothe

bedroomIdidn'tgetthechanceto



closethedoorashewasalready

behindme.Hegrabbedmeandthrew

meonthebedandheldbothmy

handsabovemyhead.Hepainfully

squeezedthemtogether,Idon'tknow

whathewasdoingbutIwashoping

andprayinghewouldn'tforcehimself

onme.

"Gabrielpleasestop,Kgosiwillbe

hereanytimesoon."Isaidtohim

tryingtoscarehimoffbuthewas

determined,nothingwasgoingto

stophim.

Hebroughthislipstomineand



kissedmesohardthatmylipshurt,I

frozeandmywholebodystarted

trembling.

"Lethimcome,you'llexplaintohim

howIgothere."Hesaidwithasmile,

hekissedmeonmyneck.Ifelt

trappedunderhim,hiskissesfelt

foreigntome,therewasno

tendernessorlove,notthesoft

touchesIknewandalwaysgotfrom

him,hewasusingforceandmaking

sureIfeltittoo.Igaveuponfighting

himoffme.Hecanhavehiswaywith

meandIhopeheliveswithhimself

afterthat."Noone,oneinthisworld



haseversaidnotoGabrielMazibuko,

Iwon'tallowyoutodothat!Doyou

hearme?Doyou?"heshoutedatme

ashegotahandfulofmyweaveand

shookmeashardasanearthquake.

Hehadletgooffmyhandsandthey

werepainfulbutthatdidn'tstopme

fromfightingback.Istartedthrowing

myhandseverywhereathim.

"Stopitoryou'llbesorry!"heshouted

atmetryingtograbmyhandsagain,

thistimeIwasthrowingeverlimbof

mineeverywhereandIwashopefully

succeeding.Iwasmovingawayfrom



underhimandIthinkhehadalso

stoppedfightingme.Therewasn't

muchstruggleandIhadclosedmy

eyesandwhenIdidopenthem

Gabrielwasunfasteninghisbelt,

GabrieliscrazykaModimo!

Thatjustdidn'tsitwellwithme,I

can'tlethimrapemewithoutafight.

WithallthepowerIhadinmeeven

thoughIknewitwasn'tenoughI

kickedhimwithbothmylegs.

Sendinghimflyingoffthebedtothe

floor.Hewentquiteandstill,Isaton

thebedwaitingforhimtogetupbut

hedidn't.Ishedead?WhatamI

goingtodowithadeadGabriel?I



wassoterrifiedlookingathis

motionlessbodylyingthere.

"Gabriel.Gabriel."Islowlywhispered

hisnameandstillhewasn'tmoving.I

havetofeelhispulse.Withtearsin

myeyesIslowlygotoffthebed,I

gavehimalittlekicklikebrushwith

mytoes,Idon'tevenknowhowor

whereIlostmypumps.Hestilldidn't

move.Iwentdowntohimandtriedto

turnhimaround,hewasheavy.Hope

heisnotdead,dearLordpleasehelp

me.Itriedturninghimbutfellback

downwithhim,almosthittinghis

headonthefloor.Iwon'tbeableto



turnhimover,heistoobigforme.I

pinchedhisnose,closingitand

forcinghimtobreathwithhismouth,

heopenedhismouthtakingafew

breathsinandout...

"Ouch...ouch...ouch..."hecriedoutin

pain.Iquicklylethimgoandjumped

backonthebed.Heheldonhishead,

hemusthavehitthewallor

something."Damnthathurts!"

Ilookedformyphone,itwasstillin

myskinnyjeanandstilloff,Itriedto

switchitbackonbutIwasshaking



sohardandfumblingonit.

"No,no,nodon't."hesaidgettingup.

Ijumpedoffthebedandontheother

side.Iheldoutthebedsidelampat

him.ItlooksexpensivebutKgosiwill

forgiveme.

"I'msorryokay,putthatthingdownI

won'tdoanythingtoyou."

"JustleaveGabriel."Isaidstill

holdingontomyonlyweaponand



trustmeIwilluseit.

Hesatonthebedstillwithahandon

hishead."Relax,Idon'tknowwhat

hadgottenintome.Iwon'tdo

anythingtohurtyou,Ipromise."he

saidholdingoutonehandatmeas

hecautionedme.

"No,GabrielIjustwantyoutogo."I

wasintears.Idon'ttrusthim,hewas

aboutto...Idon'tevenwanttothink

aboutit...

"Ineedsomeice,doyouhaveany?"



"YouarenotstayingGabriel,Idon't

wantanythingtodowithyou

anymore."

Hegotupandwenttothekitchen,I

putthelampdownandfollowedhim.

HewenttothefridgeandIwentto

getthebiggestknifefromthekitchen

drawers.Ihiditbehindmeashegot

agelpackandplaceditontheback

ofhishead.

"Ihitthethebloodyheadboard.

Kelebogileakorelaxetuu."hesaid



walkingtoacouch.Hesatdown.

Istood,hidingtheknifebehindme.I

won'ttakeanychances.

"I'msorrybabe,Ijustlostit.Thank

Godyoukickedme,IloveyouLebo.I

wouldneverhurtyou."hesaid

lookingatmewithgenuineworryin

hiseyes.Istilldon'ttrusthim."I'm

gonnaneedtimetoletyougo."

Ijustlookedathim.

"Youdon'tlovemeanymore?"he



asked.

"Thatdoesn'tmatteranymore."

"Justanswerme,please."

"IdoGabrielbut..."

"Iknow,Iamjustlikeyou.Iaminlove

with2people,youandNtombi.We

canbothhaveourlittlethingonthe

side,whattheydon'tknowwon'thurt

them.Wehadfunbabes,youcan't

denyyourselfthat.Kgosican'tgive



youthatmuchenergy,canhe?"he

askedashegotupandcametome.I

pointedtheknifethatIhavebeen

hidingbehindmybackathim."Whoa,

whatthehell?"heaskedwithhis

handsup.

"Iswearonmymother'sgraveIwill

stabyou."

"Wouldyoureallystabme?"

"IamscaredofyouGabrielandifI

havetodefendmyselffromyouIwill

usethisknife."Isaidtohimandhe



lookedshocked.Thelookonhisface

toldmethathebelievedme,I'mnota

killerbutbackedintoacornerIwon't

hesitate.HehadbehavedinawayI

neverthoughthewouldwithme,Iwill

neverlookatGabrielthesameway

everagain.

"IunderstandthatIscaredyoubutI

willneverhurtyou,IloveyouandI

wasjustsurprisedthatyouwould

makeourbreakupthatofficial..."he

pausedtolookatmestillholdingout

theknifeforhim."Iwillleaveand

onceIamoutofhereIwillnever

botheryouagain,Iwillgreetyouand



maybegiveyouahugifyouwantbut

IwillnevertellyouthatIwantorlove

youagain."hesaidlookingintomy

eyes.He'slyingandIcanseeright

throughhim.Hewantsmetorelax

anddroptheknife,he'stestingme.I

won'tletmygutdown,never!

"Goodleavethen."Ipointedatthe

backdoorforhim.Iwon'tlethimplay

meeveragain.

Hewenttothedoorandunlockedit.

"Iwillneverforgetyou."hesaid



beforeheclosedthedoorbehindhim.

Ohhhyes,hewalkedoutthedoor

withhistornshirtandundonebelt.

AssoonashewasoutthatdoorIran

andlockeditthentolockthefront

onetoo.

Iwenttothebedroomformyphone,I

dialledthefirstnumberthatappeared

onthedialscreen,

"Pleasecomeandgetme,Iwillsend

theaddress.Please..."Ibeggedand

pleadedNthabisengassoonasshe

answered.
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Idon'twanttobeonmyownuntilI

knowforsurethatGabrielissane,he

can'tbenormal.Iamstillscaredand

shaking,it'shardtobelievethathe

justbehavedlikesomeoneunderthe

influenceofsomething,trustmeit

wasbad.Ihavealwaystrusted

Gabriel.IhaveneverfeltlikeIwasin

anykindofdangerwhereGabrielwas

concerned,Ihavehadsexwiththat

manandspendcountlessnightswith

himinhisbed.He'salwaysbeen

nothingbutsweetandlovingtome.



ThatGabriel,thatIhavejust

witnessedIdidn'tknow.Iamnot

abouttogetoverthisordealanytime

soon,Iknowhedrinkbutit'snever

beeoutofcontrolandearlierhe

didn'tsmellofalcohol.Ican'tstop

askingmyselfquestionsaboutwhen

didhechange?Whatwentwrong?

Thetimewewereattherestaurant

hesaidhewasn'tobsessedwithme

onlytoprovehimselfwrongminutes

later.HeseemedangrythatIwould

accusehimofbeingobsessed,he

shouldgethelp!

Ihadtolockmyselfinthebedroom

asIpackedmyclothes,Ididn'thave



muchtopacksoafterIwasdoneI

stayedinthebedroomansweringmy

phoneasThapeloorItumelengcalled

fordirectionstothehouse.Isend

MichaelanSMStellinghimthatIam

movingoutandIwillpayforthe

remainingmonthsofthecontract.It

waslatesoIdidn'texpecthimto

reply.Whenmybrothersgothere

theyhootedoutsideandevencalled

me.ThatremindedmethatIhave

lockedthegatewhenIreturnedfrom

therestaurantmeaningGabrielhad

jumpedthehighwalltogetinhere,

howsickisthat.

Thenextthingthatsurprisedmewas



whenmybrotherscameknockingon

thedoorandwhenIopenedforthem

theytoldmethattheyfoundthelock

brokenandhangingonthegate.They

gavemehugsanddemandedto

knowtherealreasonwhyIcalled

themherebecauseNthabitoldthem

thatIdidn'tsoundgood.Ibegged

themtofirsttakemeoutofthat

house,inallhonestyIdidn'twantto

tellthemaboutGabriel.Itumeleng

hasatemperandIknowjustamere

mentionoftheincidentwillgethim

runningtoGabrielwithfistsandall.

Themoretheypushedthemorethe

wholethingcamebacktome,the



factthatIalmostgotrapedby

someoneIlovedandtrustedjust

shakesmyentirebody.

Ilostmyselfinfrontofmybrothers

andcried,theybothhelpedmetothe

couchmakingmesaythings...

"Hehadforcedhiswayinhereearlier,

healmostrapedmebutIfoughtwith

himandheescaped."Isaid.

"Dammit,didyouseehisface,can

youidentifyhim?"Itumeleng,my

brotherbeinganofficerfora

momentthere.



IalmostshotoutGabriel'snamebutI

went,

"No,hehadcoveredhisface."I

repliedfabricatingthetruthalittle.

"Fine,I'msureheleftafingerprintor

2somewhereinhere,letmecallthe

station."

"NoItumeleng,Ijustwanttogohome

please."Ishoutedathimandstarted

crying.



"Youwon'thavetodealwiththis,I'll

makesurehegetscaughtandmaybe

he'salreadyawantedcriminal."

Itumelengsaidpressingon.

"Itumelengdropit,youareupsetting

her."Thapelosnappedathim.He

shruggedhisshouldersandstarted

lookingaroundthehouse."Comeon

letsgo."Thapelocalledoutto

Itumeleng.

WeleftthehousewhileItumeleng

couldn'tstoptalkingaboutthe"crime

scene",hewantedmetoopenacase



talkingaboutsimilarcasesandhow

peoplewhodon'treportthiskindof

casesgivethugsanddangerous

peoplefreepasses.Hewenton

explaininghowthiscasecanhavea

breakthroughandmaybehelpother

people.Idon'tknowifhewasdoing

hisjobordoingitforme,eitherway

thisshowsthatItumelengis

passionateabouthisjob.Butthat

doesn'tmeanIwanttothrowGabriel

intothedeepend,IknowItumeleng

won'twasteaminuteinarrestinghim.

HehatestheguyandIdon'tthinkit's

becauseofme,somethingisupwith

betweenthemandIamnotaboutto



getinvolvedbyhelpingItumeleng

settlewhateverscorehehasagainst

myex.IhateGabrieltoobut

unfortunatelyit'snottothatextend.

EventhoughItumelengwasagainst

mewalkingawayfromthisIhadto

begthembothnottosayanythingto

Dad.Hewon'ttakethis,Iknowhe

hasbeenoutofhismindnotknowing

whereIwassoIamnotabouttoadd

moretothat.

WefinallygothomeandIhadmissed

myhousebutmydadthemostand

hehadmissedmetoo.Ihavebeen



goneforalmostaweekanditfeltlike

alifetime.Justlikemybrothershe

hadquestionsandIdidn'twanttotell

themaboutKgosiandme,they

deservetoknowwhat'sgoingon

sincetheyknowabouthimbutIcan't

helpfeelingthatit'smyfaultwedidn't

workout.Insteadoftellingthem

aboutthatIaskedthemiftheycould

organisesomethingthatwillhelpme

withmydebts,somethinglikedebt

counseling,Itoldthemaboutmy

onlineshoppingspreesthathad

landedmeintotrouble,Ilaiddown

everythingaboutmyexcessive

shopping.Theywereallshocked,



theydidn'tthinkthingswerethatbad

forme.Thapeloofferedtosettleall

mydebts,closeallmyaccountsand

managemyfinanceuntilIlearnhow

tobeincontrol.Ididn'tlikethelast

partbutifithelpsthenIdon'tmind.

AttimesIfinditeasy,soeasytotalk

tomyfamilyaboutmyproblems,not

everythingthough.Istilldodgetheir

questionsaboutKgosi,Ipretendlike

everythingisfine.IknowThapelo

speakstoKgosieverynowandthen

andIwonderhowthingsarelike

betweenthem,ifKgosihasn't

mentionanythingaboutme.Iwantto

knowbutIdon'thavethegutstoask



Thapeloinfearofexposingmyself.

AdaylaterIreceivedacallfrom

Michael,hesaidtherewasnowayI

couldn'tleavewithoutpayingasIwas

boundbyacontract.ItoldhimIdidn't

havetheofrunningawayfromthat

andIwaswillingtopaywhatwasdue.

Hewasbeingharshtomelikehe

expectedmetostaytherewhile

paying,hisrudenessalmostgotme

callingKgosiandcomplaintohim.A

fewdayslaterhecalledtosaymy

contractwascancelledandthere

wasnoneedtopay.Iknowhespoke

toKgosiandIalmostmadehim



apologiseforthewayhespoketome

butIfeltlikeIwouldjustbewasting

myenergy.Evenwhenhecalledme

totellmethe"goodnews"he

soundedpissedashell,I'msure

Kgosigavehimhell.IfIwasn'tthis

deepindebtsIwoulddeclinedthe

generousofferbutheymetryingto

lookgoodfortheworldhadgotmy

assthisdeep.

TheweekendbeforeIwentbackto

workmydadwentbackhome,

ItumelengandNthabiwentonsome

weekendawayandThapelowentto

work.Iwasleftaloneinthehouse

withPaledibutbecauseofher



explosiveflamesofloveshewas

neverwithme.Beingonmyown

wasn'tthatbad,IloveditandIwasn't

scaredlikeIthoughtIwouldbeafter

theGabrielordeal.OnFridayIslept

earlyandwokeuplateonSaturday,I

evenbakeddikuku.Aroundlunch

timetherewasaknockatthedoor,I

wenttoopenanditwasDineo.

"Hey,girl!"Iexcitedlysaidgivinghera

hug.Ihaven'tseenhersinceIcame

back,Ididspeaktoheroverthe

phoneandaskedhertocomeover

butsheneverdid.LikealwaysDineo

washerbubblyselfasshewantedto



knowdetailsofmywhereabouts,just

likeeveryoneelse.Ididn'tgivehera

straightanswer.

"Okay,ifyouarehereforThapelohe's

gonetowork."Itoldheravoidingone

ofher"what'sgoingonwithyoulately

questions".

"Well,actuallyIamgladheisnot

here."sheansweredlookinglikeshe

wasjoking.

"Why?Lovers'quarrel?"



"We'vedecidedtoendthingssoIam

hereformystuff."

"Dineoareyoubeingserious?"

"YesKay,Iamstillhanguponyour

"otherbrother"soThapelowasjusta

flingthatIwantedtousejustto

makeItumelengjealousbutitkilled

metobeinthesamehouseashim

andforhimnottoevennoticeme...I

wanttobefarawayfromItumeleng

soIcanheal."



"OhDinny...Youmeanthereisno

hopeforyouguys?"

"No,Idon'tlovehimandhe's

practicallymarriedtohisjob."

"I'msorryfriend."

"Don'tlooksosadKay,youknowme,

I'llgetmeahunkinnotimeandwipe

thissadnessoffmyface.Youknow

mosgorenoonecanresistthis

damnbigassofmine."shespoke

laughingasthoughshewasn't

hurting.Idon'tknowwhattodofor



herbutIhavetobethereforher,she

hasfinallyrealisedthatshehaslost

themanshelovestoherbestfriend

andthereisnothingshecandoabout

that.Ireallyfeelsorryforher.I

wonderwhatNthabiwouldthinkif

shehearsthis.

ShewenttoThapelo'sroomtopack

herthings,Iwentwithherand

watchedhertryingtobestrongas

shepackedherthings.Itcan'tbe

easyforhertowatchItumelengand

Nthabiplayinghappyfamily,shetried,

Iknowshedidtrytobuildher

relationshipwithThapelo.Itwasn't

meanttobeandshegothurt,justlike



meshelostamansheloved.

ExceptIwasn'tbetrayedbymybest

friend...

LoosingKgosiwasallonme...
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Well,Iamtheonethathadended

thingswithKgosi,Itoldhimweboth

neededfixingandheleft.Hehasn't

saidawordeversince,Idon'tblame

himbutIfeellikeit'snotfairforhim



tohavejudgedforwhathehad

walkedinthatdayathisoffice.Itrust

himsowhycan'thetrustmetoo?I

admitIgavehimreasonsnottotrust

mewhereverGabrielwasconcerned

butIhadthoughtwehadpassedthat.

IdomisshimandIthinkIamready

toseehimnowbutIdon'twantto

makethefirstmove,Ihavebeen

runningafterKgosieverytimewe

partedways.EnoughaboutthatplusI

dohavetomakesomereservation

forsomedisappointmentaswe

mightnevergetbacktogether,there

isapossibility.IfDineocanwalk

awayfromThapelowhatguarantee



doIhavethatKgosiandIwillget

backtogether.

Dineo,mypoorfriend...

Ihadtomakeherpromiseshewould

takecareofherselfandneverforget

me,Iknowshewon'tbutIfeellike

sheshouldkeepadistancefromme

tooifshewantstoreallymoveon

fromItumeleng.OfcourseIwouldn't

sayitoutloudtoher.Ihadwarned

them,sheandNthabiaboutdating

mybrothers.NthabishovedDineo

andThapelotogetherforherown

selfishreasonsandDineowentin

knowingwhatshewasdoingtoo,

nowsheistheonethathastowalk



awaywithabrokenheartand

defeated.Iwasevenscaredofasking

herwhatshethinksofItumelengand

Nthabi'srelationshipespeciallynow

thatsheiswalkingaway.

IwishIcouldfindheramanwho

wouldappreciateherandloveherthe

wayshedeserves,sheisagood

personjusttoobubbly,adrunkand

nobreakswhenitcomesto

expressingwhatshereallythinks.I

amgoingtomissher...

"Hey,don'tlooklikeIamgoingfor

good.I'llbeatyourweddingleKgosi,



keshapastepreg."shesaidbusting

amoveandsingingaweddingsong.

"Well,justlikeyouIamprettymuch

singlenow."Itoldherrealisinghow

saditistoadmitthatwithmyown

mouth.Ihaven'tspokentoanyone

aboutitbecauseIthoughtbytheend

oftheweekIwouldbebackinhis

arms,ithasn'thappened.AttimesI

feelliketakingThapelo'scarkeys

anddrivingtohisofficeorhouse.

Whyhasn'thereachedouttome?

Doesn'themissme?



"Whathappened?"Dineoaskedme

andItoldhereverything.Iwantan

honestopinionsoDineoistheright

person."Iunderstandwhyyouare

drawntoGabriel,heisthosetypeof

guysthatyouknowheisaplayerbut

youstillwanthimhopinghe'dchange

foryou."

"Ishouldhaveneverwastedmytime

andenergyonhim."

"True!CanItellyousomething?"

"Yeah."



"Ididn'twanttoupsetyoufriend,with

thethingthathappenedbetween

NthabiandmeIjustdidn'twanta

repeatofthatbutGabrielhasbeen

shelaringmeyouknow."Dineosaid

andIcouldn'tstopmyselffromgoing,

"What?"

"Itstartedthatdayhedisappearedon

newyear'seve.HewaswithNtombi

buthewastalkingtometoo."



"Doyoulikehim?"Iaskedwithabit

ofjealousybrewinginsideofme.

Thatpig!

"Hellno,Ididn'tevennoticehim,my

mindwasonItumeleng."

"Ifeelkindahurt."

"IknowbutIamtellingyoubecauseI

don'twantyoutomessupyourlife

becauseofhimKay.Heusedtobring

melunchatworkandbegtotakeme

homeafterwork.IfIwasn'tseton

yourbrotherIwouldhavefallenfor



him,he'sasmoothtalker,Iaskedhim

aboutyouandhesaidyouare

screwinghisbossformoney."

"ButDineowhydidn'tyoutellmethis

sooner?"

"Ididn'twanttohurtyougirland

besidesIthoughtyouwerenotinto

himbecauseyouhadKgosi."

"MaybeIneededtohearthisnow."

"Soarewecool?"



"Yep,I'mjustgladyoudidn'tfallfor

him."

"IwouldneverdothattoyouKay."

"Iknow."

IdoknowthatDineowouldneverdo

somethinglikethattomeandIknow

forsuresheistellingthetruth.

Gabrieldoessoundlikeaguywho

woulddosomethinglikethatandit

hurtsmetoeventhinkaboutit,I

thoughthelovedmeandIcouldtrust

himwithmyfriendsbuthellno.Dineo



isbeautifulandlightincomplexion,

guysusedtopickhereverytimewe

wereout.Becauseofmydark

complexionIgottheguysthatwere

turneddownbyherortheonesthat

knewdidn'tstandachancewithher.

Myselfconfidencegotaknockevery

timeIwentoutwithDineobutIhave

alwaysknewthatIambeautifulinmy

ownwayandthatIhadtobeover

confidentsoIwon'tletherbeauty

overshadowme.Igottoo

comfortableandthoughtGabriel

wouldn'tbeoneofthoseguys...

BeforeDineoleftIgavehersomeof



mybaking.Shewashappyandtried

tocheermeupwithjokesasIwalked

hertohercar.Iwonderhowshe

reallyfeels,Ithoughtsheand

Thapelowerecomingallright.Inever

suspectedanythingfaultywiththem.

Iwatchedherasshedroveaway,she

recentlyboughtherfirstcarandher

drivingisnotyetperfectbutshewill

getusedtoit.Ihadadriver'slicense

at19andgotmyfirstcarat22butI

tellyoueventodayIpastean"L"sign

onThapelo'scar,evenmycarhadit.

So,Iwentbackintothehouseand



cleanedupthendecidedtogolie

downabit.BeforeIcouldevenclose

mybedroomdoortherewasaknock

atthedoor,Iwenttocheck.Iwasso

sureitwasDineo,maybesheforgot

somethingIthoughtasIopenedthe

dooronlytostareintoGabriel'seyes.

IlookedathimandIfeltnothing,I

meanIwasn'tangryorscaredofhim.

"WhatdoyouwantGabriel?"Iasked

himstillholdingthedoor.

"Iwanttotalktoyou."



"About?"

"Okay,IwanttosayIamsorry."

"Sayitthen."

"Standinghere?"hesaidpointingto

wherehewasstanding.Itrustthathe

won'tpullthekindofstunthepulled

whenhebrokeinatmyrentedhouse

butthatdoesn'tguaranteememy

safety,Istilldon'tknowhisstateof

mind.

IgavehimonelonghardlookbeforeI



lethimin."Smellsdivineinhere."he

saidlookingaroundthekitchen.

"Gabrielsaywhateveryouwantto

sayIamnotcomfortablearoundyou

rightnow."Isaidandhelookedatme

withafacethatsaidIamhurtbyyour

words.Idon'tcare,Iwanthimto

knowthatIamhumanandIhave

feelingstoo.

"Tjo!Lebo,IamsorryforwhatIdidto

you."

"Whatexactlyareyouapologisingfor



Gabriel?"

"Everything,especiallyfortherecent

incident."

"WhydidyoudoitGabriel?Whydid

youbreakinand...and..."Icouldn't

saythelastpart,itbrokemyheartfor

beingstupidandlettingGabrieluse

me.

"Iwantedtoproveapointtoyou."

"Whatpoint?"



"Ithoughtyouwouldn'thadaproblem

seeingmethereandIwantedto

showyouthatyoustillwantedme,I

didn'tthinkyou'dturnmedown.I

didn'tmeanto...scareyou."hespoke

slowlylikehewantedmeto

understandeverysinglewordhewas

saying.HewaslyingthoughorisitI

amfindingithardtotrusthimnow.

"Gabrielwereyoueverinlovewith

me?"Iaskedhimknowingtheanswer,

Iwanttoseeifhewouldlietome

now.



"Yesandthatsurprisedme,Iamnot

intogirlslikeyou..."hesaidtearing

somethinginsidemyheart.Girlslike

me?WhattheheckamIordoIhave

markonmyforeheadthat

differentiatemefromallthewoman

intheworld?Idon'twanttobethat

womanthatquestionsherlooks,I

haveneverinmylifedoubtedmy

looks,itdoesn'tmatterwhatpeople

sayorjudgemeIknowthatIam

beautiful.Iamdarkincomplexion,so

what?Iamtallerthanallmyfriends,

sowhat?



"YoumeanIwasneveryourtype?"I

askedhimtearsthreateningto

explodeinmyeyes.

"Iwouldn'tputitthatwaybutkindof."

heansweredme.Iturnedawaynot

wantingtolookathim.

LovingGabrielhasmademe

comparemyselftoNtombi,Itriedto

lookbetterthanhersoIcanwin

Gabriel.Ineverstoodachance

becauseIwasn'tevenhisfirstchoice,

IlovedthismanandallIgotwas

heartache.



"Thereisnopointinmelyingtoyou

now,IknowIwillnevergetyouback."

hesaidputtinghishandsonmy

shoulders.

"Don'ttouchme!Youneverlovedme,

youusedme!"Ispatoutathim

turningaroundtolookathim.

"That'snottrue,Iwaspreparedto

leaveNtombiforyoubutyouchose

moneyoverlove.YouwenttoKing

becausehehasmoneyandstatus,

that'sallhehas.Themanisasad



shadowofhimselfwholiveshislife

likesomeonestolehishappiness

fromhim."

"Shutup!Shutup!"Iscreamedthatin

hisface."Kgosiisabettermanthan

you,sexually,romanticallyandheis

trustworthy.Hehasneverwent

behindmybackandtriedtogetit

withmyfriends."Iwasblazingfire.

Gabriellaughed!

Helaughedatme!

"Shetoldyou?"heaskedstilllaughing.



"Ihateyousomuch."

"Iwasusingher,Iwantedtogetback

atyou."

"Getout!"Isaidpointingatthedoor.

"Fine,justrememberonething,I

lovedyouandstilldo."hesaidthen

lookedatmelikehewassearching

mewithhiseyes.

Hewalkedoutthedoor.



********************************

IwasgettingoverGabrielthehard

wayandIhadtofacelifewithout

Kgositoo.Gabrielbrokeme,hehad

brokemyspiritintopieces.Patching

thatallupdoesn'ttakeaday,Iloved

amanwhovaluednothingaboutme,

hetookmeforgranted.Iwish

Ntombigiveshimhellintheir

marriage.TheweekendpassedandI

wentbacktowork,ImadesureIkept

busysoIwouldn'tthinktoomuch.I

evenstartedvolunteeringatan

orphanagejustoutoftown.Ineeded

tooccupymytimeandthekidswere



givingmethekindofloveand

attentionthatInevergotfromGabriel.

Hehadtriedtocontactmeseveral

timessinceIsawhim,hekepton

askingmeforforgivenessand

eventuallyIhadtoforgivehimsoI

canmoveonandbesideshewas

beinganuisanceandgettinghisbaby

mamasuspicious.Shehadsendme

severalthreateningmessages

warningmetostayawayandI

couldn'thavebeenhappiertooblige

toher.

Ispendmyweekendsatthe

orphanageplayingwiththekidsand



helpingthemwiththeirhomework.

Thapelohadintroducedthisplaceto

meandItumelengforour67minutes

communityworkandsincethenI

haveneverlookedback.It'snotjust

thekids,Ialwaysfeelatpeace

aroundhere.Recentlywehavebeen

busywiththerenovations,painting

thewallsandbringinginnew

furniture.Weevenhadapartonthe

wallwhereanyoneofuscandraw

anythingwewanted,Idrew

somethingthatIthoughtwasacow

butthekidslaughedatmeandsaidit

lookedlikeadog.

Iwasn'ttheonlyonevolunteering,



therewerealotofusandonlyafew

likemeremainedandhelpedevery

weekend.Ievenmadenewfriends,

particularlyoneguynamedMahlatse

MosadifromNorthWest.Hewasa

bitshorterthanmebuthewasgood

lookingwithonefrontgoldteeth.I

couldtellhewantedtoaskmeouton

adateseveraltimesbutsomething

alwaysheldhimback.

Onedaywhiletakingabreakinthe

kitchenoneofthekidscametome

andsaid,



"MmaneLebomalomearewouldyou

liketogooutonadatewithhim

todayaroundlunchtime?"

Iknewthisdaywascoming,

especiallysinceMahlatsehasbeen

distancinghimselffrommelately.He

hasbeenactinglikesomethinghas

happenedbetweenusandwhenI

askedhimeverytimeIbumpedinto

himhewouldjustlaughedandsay

he'llcomeseemelater.Heneverdid

andnownanakeyodeliveringhis

message.

IwasabouttoanswerwhenIlooked



atthedoorwhichwasonlyafourfeet

awayfromme.Andtherewasmy

datestanding..,

"MalomeKgosiItoldher."thegirl

saidrunningintoasmilingKgosi's

arms.

"Andwhatdidshesay?"heaskedthe

cutelittlegirl.

"Niks."sheansweredshyly.

Heputherdownandtoldhertogo



playwiththeotherkids.Hejuststood

atthelookingatmeforawhile

beforeheopenedhisarmsforme

urgingmeforahug.Ipracticallyran

intoarmsasIsaid.

"Iwillgooutonadatewithyou

Malome."
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"Promisemeyou'llneverleaveme

again..."werethefirstwordsIsaidas

IfoundcomfortinKgosi'sarms.I

heldontohim,hopingtostayinhis



armsforever.Hisstrongarmsfeltso

powerfulandveryprotectivearound

me,wordswerenotnecessarilyfor

metoknowthatKgosilovesme,the

wayhealwayscomesbackinmylife

it'salwaysbeautifulandbreathtaking.

ThisiswereIbelong,infactIshould

haveneverlookedtheotherway,my

focusshouldhavestayedrighthere

whereIamatthismoment.Aishem,

Ilovethismanwithallmyheartand

anotherdaywithouthimwouldkill

me,heistheairthatIbreath,the

foodthatmysoulneeds,he'sjustmy

life.Ibreathedinheavilytakinginthe

familiarsmellofhiscologne,he



smelledfreshlikehejustcameoutof

abathtubfilledwithalltheeperfect

fresharoma.

"Iwouldneverdreamofit.Nomatter

whathappensfromnowonwefixit

andneverrunaway."hesaidthose

wordsandimmediatelyIfelt

reassured.Idon'ttakewhatcomes

outofhismouthforgranted,heisa

manofhisword.

ItwaslunchtimeandIhavebrought

lunchwithmefromhome,sincehe

wantsustogooutIdon'tknowwhat



Iwilldowithmylunch,anywayIdon't

feellikegoingout.Wellitdoesn't

matterwhereweare,aslongasheis

therethenIamhappy.

"Canwesharemylunchbox?"

"Whatdoyouhave?"

"Dikuku,Ihavebeenbakingalot

lately."

"Nice,letssit."



Iwenttoputthekettleonandhe

wenttositonthechairnexttowhere

Iwassittingealier.Iwatchedthe

mannerinthewayKgosiwalksand

thewayhesits,he'slikesomeone

whorespectseverythinghedoes.

That'sthekindofmanIlovebecause

evenwhenmakingloveheknows

howandwheretotouch.

"So,it'samonth."hesaid.

"Yeah,whathaveyoubeendoing?"

"Youtoldmetogodealwithmy



demonsandIdid."hesaidandI

lookedathim.Hewaslookingatme

withasmile,therewassomething

abouthim.Helookedhappyandway

different...

"Kgosi,whatdidyoureallydo?"

"Wellit'shardtoadmitbutIam

seeingapsychologist."hesaidsitting

backinhischair."Alothashappened

growingupandithasaffectedme.I

haveonlybeentoafewsessionsbut

Iamalreadyfeelingrelieved."



"Iamsoproudofyou."Isaidtohim

handinghimhistea.HetookitandI

satdownnexttohim.

"Iamlearningtoforgive.Andanother

thingImadeThapelobringyouhere."

"NowIseewhyhewasso

persistent."

Kgosilaughed.Atworktheyhad

plannedsomethingforusbut

Thapeloaskedmetodropthemand

comewithhimhere.Irefusedandhe

justforcedmeuntilIagreedandhe



evenmademestayandcontinue

volunteering,kanteheknewwhy.

"Hemeantwell."

Soareyoualsovolunteeringhere."

"Sortof,Iownthisplace."

"Youownanorphanage?"

"Youknowafriendsuggestedthis

placetomeandIdidn'tdoaproper

researchonit,Itrustedtheagent



whoIboughtitfromsinceIhave

walkedwiththemeversincemy

interestinproperties.AndwhenI

cametoviewitafterpayingandthe

signingoveroftittledeedsyoucould

imaginetheshockIhadwhenI

walkedintoanabandonedbuilding

onlytofindscaredlittlekidswho

werewaitingforthenewownerto

throwthemout."hesaidshowingthe

painofseeingthoselittlekids.

IcannotbelievethatKgosihassuch

agoodheart,it'struewhentheysay

don'tjudgeabookbyit'scover.If

you'vemetKgosiyou'dswearhehas

Gabriel'sbadbehaviorofhurting



peopleandnotevenfeelingsorry

aboutit,I'mnottryingtocomparethe

2ordwellonGabrielbutseriously

Gabriellookedniceenoughtonot

evenhurtafly.Kgosilooksharmless

though,thethingisatfirstIthought

Kgosiwastheonethatwoulddoall

thatGabrielhasdonetome.Heused

todisappearwithoutawordandhe

wassosecretiveofhislifethatat

somepointIthoughthewashidinga

wife.

"So,whatnow?"



"AsyoucanseeIhavestartedwith

renovations,thekidsarestaying.I

grewupwithoutmymother,yes

Elizabethwastherebutifitwasn'tfor

herIdon'tknowwhereIwouldhave

been.Iknowthepainofnothaving

yourparentsaround,thisistheirhope

andeverythingandIamgoingtobe

hereforthemeverystepoftheway."

"IamsoproudofyouKgosi."Isaidto

himasIsqueezedhiswarmhand

thathadbeenholdingthecup.He

squeezedmineback.



"Don'tyousometimeswonderabout

ourbaby?"heaskedmeasthoughhe

wouldcry.

"Ido,Iwonderifitwouldhavebeena

boyoragirl,ifheorshewouldhave

lookedlikemeoryou."

"Let'sdoit,let'shavelotsandlotsof

kidsthen."heexcitedlysaid.

"Iwouldlovethatandwecaneven

adopt,right?"Isaidalsosharingthe

excitement.



Hedidn'tsayanything,hestoodup

andpulledmeuptoo.Hekissedme

sohardIthoughthewouldleavemy

lipsbruised.Hewashappyand

excited,metoo.

"Letstalkaboutthislatertonight.I

havetorushsomewherenow.I'll

comepickyouup."hesaidthen

plantedanotherkissbeforehe

dashedout.

Ihappilycontinuedwithmyworkuntil

5pm.Iamseriousaboutadoption



andhavingkidsofmyown,hope

whatIsaiddidn'tputKgosioff.Ijust

wantustomoveforward,heloves

meandIlovehimtoo.

Iwenthomeanddecidedtogetready

tomeetKgosi,Nthabiwashome

spreadingherwholebodyonthe

couch.Shehadgainedalotofweight

andwastoolazylately,allshedid

waseatandsleepthewholeday.She

andItumelenghadhiredahelper,the

poorwomanworksfromMondayto

Sundayandapparentlyshegetsto

workhalfdaysonweekends.Iamthe

onethathadsuggesteditsinceIwas

startingtoactlikeNthabi'smaid,



cominghometoadirtyhouse

everydayfromworkandcookingfor

her.Evenourfriendshipwas

sufferingbecausewearguedalot.

Acoupleofweeksbacktheywent

househuntingbuttheycameback

nottalkingtoeachother,Ididn'task

anything,Nthabiisstartingtoshow

signsofbeingacontrolfreakandit's

drivingsItumelengcrazy.Maybeit's

thepregnancy...

IcalledKgosiandaskedhimwhat

timeheiscomingtopickmeup,he

saidhewasonhiswayandthank

GodIhadjustfinishedbathing.



WhenIcameoutofthebathNthabi

waswithKhumoandDineo.Ihadjust

atowelaroundme,anywaytheyare

mygirlsandIwantedtoknowwhat

theywerealldoinghere.Iwentto

themandgaveDineoandKhumo

hugsasIgreetedthem.

"Iknowyouarewonderingwhywe

areallhere."Khumosaid.

"Ja,that'strue."

"Well,IjustthoughtNthabiandDineo

neededtotalk."



"Yes,wedidandIforgiveNthabi.We

havetomoveonandImissmy

friends."Dineosaid.

"Butthereissomethingelsetoo."

NthabisaidandthenKhumoadded,

"TomorrowwearethrowingNthabia

babyshowerbeforeshepopsandI

ampregnant!"

Weallscreamedinexcitement.

That'slikethebestnewsever,allmy



girlsreunitedandwearecelebrating

pregnancies.Lord,thankyou!

Thisisanewbeginningforallofus

andweareabouttostartonaclean

slate.

Khumohadoncesaidsomething

aboutstrugglingtofallpregnantbut

finallysheispregnantandthat'swhat

countsthemost.

AcarhootedoutsideandIgotup.

"Okaygirlsthat'smydate."Isaid

runningtomybedroom,they

followedmeanddemandedthatItell

themeverything.Therewasn'tmuch



totellsincetheydidn'tknowabout

myrelationshipbreakfromKgosibut

Ijusttoldthemhewantsustogoout

onadate.We'veneverreallybeenon

adatebeforeandIamabitnervous.

Ididn'tknowwhattowearfrommy

no-space-closet.IknowKgosiloves

meinanythingIputonbutIhaveto

lookgoodforhimstill.Ichoseaknee

lengthtightreddresswithhighheels

andletDineostylemythickbraids,

shemadeahugebeautifulbunnyin

themiddle.WithatouchofmakeupI

wouldsaythewholethingtookabout

anhourorsoandKgosididn'tcallor



hootagaineventhoughImadesureI

peepedthroughthewindowevery

nowandthentocheckifhewasstill

there.Henevermoved!

Isaidgoodbyetomygirlsandwent

outsidesmellinglikeanexpensive

rose.Isawhimopeningthedoorand

dearLordIhadoverdressedforthe

date,well,Ithoughtweweredoing

somethingspecial.Hewaswearing

bluechinosandawhitetightshirt,

lookinglike...

"Kgosiwhyareyoulookinglikea



securityguardwhileIamdressed

up."Isaidwithmyvoicesounding

likeIwasabouttocry.

"Iamsorry,Ididn'tknowwewere

dressingup."hesaidwithateasing

laugh.

"No,Iamgoingbacktochange."

"No,no,pleasedon't."hesaidpulling

mebackbymyhand."Iwaitedout

hereforyouknowingthatyouwere

goingtocomeoutlikethis.I'msorry,

Icameheresmellingofpaintand



lookinglikeasecurityguardbut

darlingthissecurityguardlovesyou

andappreciateeveryminuteyou

spendgettingreadyfortonight.AndI

promiseyouIwillmakeituptoyou."

"How?"

"I'llbath."

Ilaughedandhedidthesametoo.

Heopenedthecardoorformeand

closedit.



"Ididabitofpaintingatthehome

beforeIrushedhere,Iwasgoing

hometobathbutthenyoucalled.I

madeau-turnonlytowaitoutside."

hesaidashedrove,theKgosiwho

likedpeaceandquietwhiledriving

wastalking.Ijustlookedathim.

WhenwegottohishouseIreallyhad

theopportunitytoseehowmessyhe

looked,Ihaveneverseenhimlikethis.

Hehasalwayslookedcleanand

neverlikethis,hemakessurehis

clothesareaperfectfit,apartfrom

hisbulgygymclothesandwellironed

clothesareprobablynumberoneon



hiswardrobelist.Iguessspending

timewiththekidsatthehomehas

sparkledtheinnerchildinhim.He

hadpaintonhisclothesandhands,

evenhisface.Helookedlikea

maintenancemanwhodidn't

understandhisjobbutstilldoingit.

Hehadmentionedsomethingabout

hisdadandElizabethbeingaway.He

didn'tgointotoomuchdetails

though.

Ilethimgotakeashowerandwent

towatchTV,Iwantedtogoupand

joinhim.Justgetintotheshower

withmydressandlethimtakeitoff

me.Goshreallynow,Ihaven'tseen



himinamonthandalreadyIwantto

attackthepoorguybutit'snotmy

fault,it'sbeenamonth.Awholefull

monthofstarving...

That'ssounlikeme...

WhilethinkingaboutsexKgosicame

tomedrippingwater.Iquicklystood

upandlookedathim,hewas

hurryingtowardsmelikesomething

hadhappenedintheshower.

"Ican'tdothisanymore."hesaid

stoppingafewstepsawayfromme.

Istoodconfusedunabletoanswer



him.Ithoughtwewereofftoagood

startandweweregoingtoendthe

nightwithabang.Thiswasso

unexpected,Ijuststartedcrying,

tearscameoutofmyeyesstreaming

downmycheeksremindingmeofthe

painIamabouttogothroughdays

fromnow,hoursfromnow."Youare

crying."Kgosisaidsurprisedtosee

myreaction,Iwasconfused.Didhe

expectmetojumpupanddownin

excitementofbeingdumped?

"JustsayitKgosi."Ibeggedhimwith

mytremblingvoice.



"Tonightyouaregoingtospendthe

nighthereandthenextdayyouare

goingtogohome,Idon'tlikethat."

"Soyoursolutionistodumpme?"

"Mysolution?"heaskedmelikehe

wasn'tsureeither.

Icoveredmyeyesandcriedmyeyes

out.Idon'twantKgositodumpme,I

don'twanttofaceanotherday

withouthim.Iwanthimandonlyhim



foreverinmylife.

Ifeltadamphandtouchingmyarm

andwhenIlookedKgosiwasdown

ononekneewithnothingbutatowel

aroundhiswaist.

"Mysolutiontothatistohaveyou

foreverinmyhouse.Iwanttocome

backhomefromworktofindyou

waitingforme.MissKelebogile

PenelopeMehlapewillyouplease,

pleasemarryme."Andthenhe

openedhishand,therewasa

diamondring...



"No,Kgosihowcouldyoudothatto

me."Isaidwithexcitement...

Hegotupandwent,

"Yousaidno."

"No,getbackdown."

"What?"heaskedmenotsureof

himselfbuthewentdownagain.



"Youscaredme,okay?AndyesMr

KgosiIwillmarryyou."Isaid,hetook

meinhisarmsandswungmearound.

"Iknewyouweretheonethemoment

Ilaidmyeyesonyou,Ididn'tcare

thatIhavehityouwithmycardoor,I

justwantedyouandnowIhaveyou."

"Allyours."

THEEND...

*

*



*

*

Thankyouforyoursupportandlove

youlotsguys...

Let'screateandstartnewbeginnings

here:

https://www.facebook.com/immoml

ove/

[8/29,4:46PM]Kelibo:Chapter

174>>>

Istaredattheglitteringsingle



diamondonmyfingerasIturnedmy

handaround,thisisthekindofringI

love,nottomuchbling,nottomuch

ofanything,justaperfectfit!Ihaven't

donemynailsinagesandIthinkit's

timeIwentanddidthemsothering

wouldsuitmeevenmore.FinallyI

havereachedmydestination,the

roadtoMr.Rightendshere.Ifound

comfortinamanwhoIthought

lookedpatheticinhisgymclothes,I

evencalledhimaJay-zwannabe.

TakemebacktothatnightandIwill

tellyouIdon'tthinkIwillbelying

nakedinbedandengagedtoKgosi

onthisbeautifulnight.Kgosi's



proposalwasbeautifulandromantic,

Iknowhedidn'tplanitandifhehad

toitwouldhavebeenepic.Iamwith

howheproposedthough...

"Youlikeit?"KgosiaskedmeasIlaid

myheadonhischest.

"Iloveit,it'sperfect."Iturnedaround

andlookedathim.Hiseyesstaredat

mewiththeirusualcoldnessbut

tonightthatwasaccompaniedby

love,purelove.

Aftertheproposalwetookthe



celebrationintothebedroom,I

showedhimmyappreciationandhe

showedmehowwellIwillbetaken

careofinthefuture.Kgosiisagood

loverIcanguaranteeyouthat,onthat

partIknowhewouldnever

disappoint,Iamtakencareof.We've

bothcomealongwayandIthinkwe

arereadyforthisnextbigstepinour

lives,Ican'twaittowalkdownthe

aisle.AlreadyIhavetheeperfect

dressinmind,yesIamreadyto

redesignmymother'soldwedding

dress,lookatmealreadyplanningmy

wedding...ThelasttimeIwasata

weddingitwasKhumoandMpho.It



wassuchabeautiful2days

celebrationandIwantthesamebuta

betterone.

"Wereyouseriousaboutadoption?"

heaskedme.

"Yesbutifyoudon'tliketheideawe

can..."Ididn'tfinishasKgosistopped

mewithakiss.

"Iloveit."hebreathlesslysaid."Iam

gladyousaidyestotheproposal,I

wantedtoproposethatdayatthe

hospitalbutyoutoldmeyoudidn't



wantmarriage.Ifeltlikegivingupon

youbutmyloveforyouwaswaytoo

deep."

"I'mgladyoudidn'tgiveuponme,I

knowIhavebeenapainandIhurt

you."

"YoumeantheMazibukothing?"he

askedmeandInodmyheadyes,I

knowheknowsthedetailsaboutthe

"fling"asIwanttocallitandhe

wouldn'twantmetotellhimwhat

reallywentdown,notnow,never,

that'sinmypast,averypainfulpast



thatI'dratherforget,notjustpainfulit

wasstupidofmetoeverfallfor

Gabriel."Let'sjuststartoverasa

newlyengagedcouple,nomoreset

backs,lies,cheatingandsecrets.I

thinkit'ssafeformetosayIknow

everythingaboutyouandIwantyou

toknowbitsaboutmyhistorywith

Mazibukotoo."

Iwaitedimpatientlyforhimtotalk.

"WhenIfirstmethimhewas

passionateandwillingtolearn,Itook

himwithoutanyexperience,trained



himfor2yearsthenhebrought

Ntombitothecompany.Shestarted

workingasmyPA,wespendalotof

timetogether..."hestopped...

"Didyousleepwithher?"

"No,never!DarlingIwasasexfreak

beforeImetyou,IagreeandInever

wouldhavehadsexwithanyonethat

knewmeorevenaprostitute.Ijust

hadwillingpartners.Ntombi?She

wasgettingtoocomfortable,soI

movedhertoanothercompanyas

MD.Gabrielhatedme,hethoughtI



wassleepingwithher."

Ialwaysknewtherewassomething

withNtombieventhoughInever

broughtituporevenbotheredto

thinkaboutit,plusGabrielalsohated

Kgosidespitewhathehasdonefor

himanditwasn'tbecauseofme,

therewashistorybetweenthem.And

Ithinkhealsousedmetogetbackat

KgosiandIfellforit,henever

stoppedlovingNtombi.AsforKgosiI

believehimwhenhesayshenever

sleptwithherbecauseifhedid

NtombiwouldhavemadesureIknew.



"Kgosi,whydidyoufollowmehome?

Howdidyoufallinlovewithme?"I

askedhimknowinghowdifficult

thosequestionsaretoanswer.Isat

uponthebedandfacedhim.He

laughedbeforeheansweredme.

"IneverthoughtIwouldfallinlove

andgetmarried,mydadalways

askedmeifIhadagirlfriendandI

saidnoeverytimeheasked.Oneday

hetoldmethatIwillmeetawoman,

theeperfectwomanandIwillknow

sheistheoneandwhenImetyouI



hadthisfeelinginsidethatmademe

followyou.Ihadevenforgottenwhat

mydadhadsaidbutheremindedme

whenItoldhimaboutyou.Andtobe

honestwithyouIdon'tevenknow

whatIwasdoinginMcDonaldthat

night,Iwasonadietthattime!"

Webothlaughedandmaybeoneday

IwilltellhimaboutJoebutIcantell

Kgosiisn'tthatinterestedinmypast.

Heisallaboutthefuture.

"Youmeanitwasloveatfirstside?"



"Definitely!"

Weslepttherestofthenighttangled

againsteachother,kissingevery

chancewegot.Don'tthinkweslept

muchthough,inthemorningwewent

outforbreakfastandspokesome

more.Wehadtodecideonhowwe

weregoingtotellourfamilies,Kgosi

wasallaboutdoingthingsthe

traditionalway.Sendinghisunclesto

mydad'shouseinSoshanguve,his

unclesthatarefarawayinBotswana

andNamibia.Hedidn'tmindthe

costsandeverything,justlikemehe

waseagertostartlifewithme.The



thingisIdidn'tthinkKgositobea

traditionalist,hewantedtofollow

traditionalltheway.Hewastalking

aboutmagadi,blanketsandcows

andtobehonestheevenknewtoo

much,morethanme.

"SodoesthismeanIwillhavetotake

offmyringuntilthedowrythingis

completed?"Iaskedhimworried.I

amreadytoshowoffmyringand

changemyrelationshipstatuson

Facebook.Idon'tthinkIwillwantto

seemyselfwithoutthisringoffmy

finger,Iwoulddefinitelyfeelnaked

withoutit.



"Whatfor?That'sforlife,youmight

getanotherringonourweddingday

butthatoneisveryspecial."hesaid

withaserioustone.Ismiledand

lookedatit.

SincelastnightIhadswitchedmyoff

andwhenIswitcheditbackon

messagescameinaboutthebaby

shower.Ididn'tforgetIjustswitched

offeverythingtoputmymindon

Kgosi.Anywayitwasalastminute

thingandeveryonehastorunaround

doingtheirbitstobringittogether.I



calledNthabiandshegavemealist

ofalmosteverythingfromthepink

andbluecaketodrinksandfood.It's

aSundayandthankGodIwaswith

Kgosiwhocalledinafewfavours,he

arrangedforplatterstobemadefor

breakfastandhadacatering

companydelivermealsfor200

people,wegotthereadymadecake

fromabusinessassociateofhisthat

ownsabakery,hesupplieduswitha

fewbucketsofcookies.Andbythe

timeallthiswasdoneitwasaround

1pm,wellIdidabitofshoppingtoo.

Nthabi'sthemewasblueandwhite,I

don'tknowwhereshefitsinthepink



ofthecakerightthere.

IinvitedKgositocomewithme,we

wentbacktohishousetochange.

Wedrovetomyhouselookinglike

twinsinourmatchingblueandwhite

outfit.Kgosiworenavybluepants

andawhiteshirtandmebluedress

andawhitejacketwithbluehigh

heels.

Whenwegottothehousealmost

everythingwasreadyanddelivered.

Decorationwerespotonasthe

stretchtentwaslaidoutonmylawn.

Kgosijoinedthementhatweretrying

tostartthebraaifireandIwent



insidethehouse.

Istartedtalkingtotheladiesflashing

myringintheireyesandtalkingall

fakesignlanguageandstickingmy

fingerintheirfacesbutnoneofthem

noticedmysparklingdiamond.I

almostaskedthemiftheyseeany

changesonmebuttheywereall

preoccupiedastheyranaround

preparing.ItriedeverythingIcouldto

getthemtonoticemyringbutstill...

Everybodywentoutsidetothetent

whereNthabiandItumelengwere

nowthecenterofattentionasthe



babyshowerwasallaboutthenew

parents.Ishiftedmyfocusofthering

offmymindnotwantingtostealtheir

shine.Thesecretofthe2colourson

thecakewererevealedandwewere

toldthatthattheyarehavingtwins

andtheyarebothhopingforagirl

andaboy.IwassohappyforthemI

huggedthembothandwishedthem

well,everyonedid.Everyonestoodup

tosayafewwordstothehappy

Nthabiandherfiance,mybrother.I

alsowentuptosayafewwords,

"Iamveryhappyauntandcan'twait

tospoilmy2niecesrotten."Istarted,



peoplelaughedandNthabipointeda

fingeratmewhilelaughingtoo.I

wantedtogoonbutsomeone

screamedfromthesmallcrowd,it

wasDineo,

"OhmyGod,Kelebogilewhatisthat?"

sheaskedmakingmejumpbacka

little,surprised.Everyonelookedat

herlikeadrunk,shehadacanof

CastleLiteinherhand.

Shecametomewitheyesfixedon

myhandandIrealisedshewas

talkingaboutmyring,shestoodnext



tomeandheldoutmyhandfor

everyonetosee.Theyallstarted

clappinghands,Kgosiwhowas

sittingnexttoThapelogotalotof

handshakes.Ididn'twanttocause

anydisruptionatacelebrationthat

isn'tminebuteveryoneturnedtheir

attentiontome.Theywantedto

knowhowKgosiproposed,bythat

timemydadandstepmomhadjust

walkedin,Isawthesmilesontheir

facesastheylookedatme.Iknow

mydad'ssmileisreal,notsureabout

mystepmom's.

David,whowastheMCgoteveryone

backinorderandIdidn'tgettofinish



myspeech.Astheywereallsettling

inIwenttothehousewereIsawmy

dadandstepmomgoing.Ifound

themsittingnexttoeachotherinthe

sittingroomwiththeirgirls.Paledi

wasthefirstonetojumpupandgive

meahug,thenmyproudfatherwho

couldn'tstopsmiling.

Igotachairsinceallthecouches

wereoccupiedandsatnexttoDad.

"Kelebogile,comehere."my

stepmomsaidasshegotup.Iwent

andstoodnexttoher,sheheldmy

hand,withhertearyeyesshelooked



intomineandwent,"Ofallofmy

childrenyoumakemetheproudest,I

haven'tbeenmuchofmothertoyou

andyou'vecomeoutallright.Youget

alongwithyourbrothers,you've

madearelationshipwithPaledi,you

respectmeandyouhavesucha

goodheart.Willyoueverforgiveme

ngwanaka?"

Idon'tknowifshewasjusttryingto

playmeorputupashowfordadbut

shelookedseriousandreal...

"Ihaveforgivenyoualongtimeago



Mama."Isaidandhertearsstreamed

down,shepulledmetohershoulder

andhuggedme.Ican'trememberthe

lasttimeIfeltamother'slove,Icried

too.Herdaughtersalsojoinedinthe

hug.

Wehadachataswesatdown,they

allwantedtobemyBridemaids.So

intotalIamgoingtohave7

bridesmaidsincludingmy3best

friends,Palediismymaidofhonorof

course.

Kgosicameinlookingforme,hesaid

hewantedtoshowmesomethingbut



firstIhadtointroducehimtomy

stepmomandstepsisters.Heshook

handswiththemonebyonethen

lastlyhegavemydadahug.

Afterthathebrought3peopleinside,

heintroducedthemashisunclefrom

Namibiaandanotheruncleandaunt

fromBotswana,allfromhisfather's

side.Iwastoldtomakethem

somethingtoeatastheyjustarrived

andtheyaregoingtorestatKgosi's

house.Somymandoesn'twantto

wastetime,Iguessinamonth'stime

IwillbeKgosi'straditionalwife.I

preparedthemfoodinmymost

respectedTupperwarethathasnever



beenusedbefore.

KgosiandIwalkedthemoutsideto

thecar,theylookedlikegoodpeople

andbythelooksofthingsIthinkthey

likedme.Wewavedthemgoodbyeas

theydroveoff.

Asweweregoingbackinside

Nthabi'sdaughtercamerunningto

mewithmyoldphone,itwasringing.

Ihaven'tuseditinawhileandIknow

shehasbeenusingitforgamesnot

knowingshehadactivatedapassedI

wantedtorunawayfromeven

thoughithascaughtupwithme.I

answeredwhileKgosistoodnextto

me,



"IsthisMissKelebogileMehlape?"

thevoiceontheotherlineasked.

"Yes,thisisshe."

"OkayMissKelebogileyouare

speakingwithSisterLeannafrom

WeskoppiesPsychiatricHospital."

"Uhmm...okay."nowwhatIthought

tomyself.

"IwasaskedtoinformyouthatBetty



Mehlapehasbeenadmittedhere,it's

beenaweek."

"Whoaskedyoutoinformme?"

"Herfamily."

"Okay,thanks."Isaidandhangup.

WhataboutherchildrenandshouldI

tellItumeleng?

Ilookedatmybrotherhappily

dancingwithThapelo.Itumeleng's

lifewasamessbeforeandnowhe

hasgrownupandpickingupthe



pieces.TellinghimaboutBettywould

justbeasetback.

"Badnews?"Kgosiaskedme

remindingmehewasherenexttome.

Itoldhimaboutthephonecall,he

remembersBettyasthewomanthat

smashedhiscar.Theonethathis

unclesandauntareusingrightnow.

HealsolookedatItumeleng."You

shouldtellhimbutnotnow,letthe

manhavefunfornow."hesaid

huggingmefrombehind...

"Congratulations!"camefrombehind



us.

"Gabriel,Ididn'tknowyouwere

invited?"Iaskedhim.

"Iamaneighbordear."hesaidwitha

smile.

"ThankyouMazibuko."Kgosisaid

stillholdingontome.

Gabriel'ssmilefaded."Maybeyoutoo

shouldtalk."Kgosiaddedthen

walkedaway.

Hetrustme!



"Youcanstillbailoutyouknow?"

GabrielsaidaswewatchedKgosi

walkingaway.

"Bailoutforwhat?IloveKgosiandhe

lovesmetoosowhywouldIdothat."

"Isthatall?"

"Ithoughtyouwouldbehappyfor

me?"

"Well,Iamnotjealousifthat'swhat



youthink.Ijustfeelsorryforyoubut

justknowIwillalwaysbehereto

serviceyouifsaltyagobolaya."

Ilaughed!

"LookathimGabriel,thatbodyjust

showsyouthekindofenergyhehas.

IfeelsosorryforNtombi,poorgirl

willalwayswonderwhysheendedup

withyou."

"Don'tcompareyourselfwithher,she

iswaybetterthanyou."



Ilaughedagain.

"Iamnotcomparing,youandIwere

notcompatible.RightthereinKgosiI

havemetamanthatchallengesme

andonceyougoKing'swayyou'd

neverlookatapeasant."

"It'sallaboutmoney,right?"

"No,respectwhichissomethingyou

don'thave."Isaidandlefthimreeling.



Iwentandjoinedthepartythat

consistedofpeoplethatloveme,my

family,friendsandmyman!!!

IneversawGabrielfortherestofthe

celebrations...

HAPPYNOW????

:-):-):-):-):-)


