
ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mandla:Ngakho-keintukutheloyakhomanje?

{areyouangrynow?}

Me:howcanInotbeangryMandlawhenwehadto

cutourhoneymoonshortbecauseofyourwife

fakingsickness?

Mandla:MampingakunganiuMaGumedeekwenza

ukukhohlisaukugulakwakhe.Khumbulaukuthi

ukhulelwe.

{WhywouldMaGumedefakehersickness.

Remembersheispregnant}

Me:yeahright.Yakhumbulakwayenzekantoniku

MaDlamini.Youdidn'tevenbothertocomeforcake

tastingjustbecauseshewasclaimingtobesick.

ShotangoMaNkabayingoku.Thenizocacaokomve

bhokwebaabafazbakhoabandifuniqhaqwaba.



{doyourememberwhathappenedwith

MaDlamini…onlyMaNkabayiisleftnow.Thenitwill

beobviousthatyourwivesdon'twantme}

YesguysI'm marriedinPolygamy.AndI'm thelast

wife.Irecentlygotmarriedtomyhusband6days

ago.Wewereatourhoneymoonwhenhissecond

wifecalled.Claimingthatshehasstomachcramps.

Isn'tthatwhatpregnantwomangothrough?Andthe

husbandwehavewantedustorushbacktoKZN.

I'm notsurprisedthatshepulledthisstunt.Imean

theyneverwantedmefrom thestart.Imeanthey

arealloldhagsandI'm stillyoung.Sotheymust

havefeltliketheywillbeinacompetitionwithme.

Hencetheymakeupallthesestunts.Imeantheyare

sooldtobejealousofme.IunderstandI'm athreat

tothem.Butstilllet'sbeMaturedaboutthis.Weall

marriedaZulumanthatisintoPolygamyknowingly.

It'snotlikeweallneverknew.Iwascomingeither

way.YoumustbewonderingifIlovemyhusbandor

not.Orisitjustforthemoney.ImeanwhenMandla

approachedmehewasjustwearingoverallsand

thosezulut-shirts.Hecharmedmeinhislanguage



andsinceI'm intooldermen.Notmorethen50

though.Iagreedtobehis.Ifoundoutonalater

stagethathiswealthyrich.Andhehasotherwives.I

kindaexpectedthatfrom him sincehewasaZulu

man.ButyeahIlovemyhusbandsomuch.

Regardlessofwhatpeoplesayaboutme.Us.And

I'm noteveninitforthemoney.ImeanI'm a25year

oldqualifiedlawyer.SoIdefinitelyhavemyown

money.BeforeIevenmethim.

Mandla:Mampingaungakhulumikanjalo.Abafazi

bamiabanankinganawe.Bebezokhulumanamiuma

benenkinganawe.

{Mampingadon'ttalklikethat.Mywivesdon'thavea

problem withyou.Theywouldhavespokentomeif

theyhasaproblem withyou.}

Me:yebobaba

Isaidsarcastically.Hesighedbeforegivingmea

hug.Igaveitbacktohim.Hisdriverarrivedandhe

tookourbagsandplacedthem intheboot.He

openedthedoorforusandwegotin.Wedrove

awayintotheruralsofDurban.Whereheownsabig



plot.Itwashisparent'shouse.Thelistgoeson.It's

basicallyafamilyhouse.Whenwegotintheyards.

Thekidswereplayingaroundasmanyastheyare.

Sothisishowitgoes.

1stWifeMaNkabayi:1kidoutofwedlock.Whois27

thisyear.Shaka.ThanwithMandla,3.Ulwazi,20

yearsofage.Boy.Ayanda,18.Girl.Thentheirlast

bornFunani,17.Boy.

2ndWifeMaGumede:3child.Linda,19.Owethu,10.

Boy.Sange,7,boy.Andtheoneonetheway.

3rdWifeMaDlamini:4.Nkosiyayo,16.Boy.Siyanda,

15.Girl.Nkosinhle,10.Boy.Khulekan,6.Girl.

Yeahandtheothersarehissiblingskids.Idon't

wanttoevengetstartedwiththem.Ievenforget

theirnamessometimes.Hewenttogreethis

children.WhileIwenttomyhousewithmybags.

Onethingaboutme.Andinabotuububeleumna.

{onethingaboutmeisthatIdon'thavecompassion}

Igotinthehouseandwentstraighttobed.Justfor

thefewminutesbeforetheycallmetocomeand

helpthem withthecooking.Idon'tevenhavekidsto



feedbutIshouldbestandingaroundpots.Butthan

againI'm awife.Ican'tevencook.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:yemfodiniifikhilelempadla?

{hasthemerchandisearrived?}

Thesefuckenboysstretchedtheirheads.Ichuckled

andtookoutmygunandplaceditonthetable

lookingatthem.Theyalltookofftheirhatslooking

down.

Dan:sorrygrootman.Mpahlakhangefikhekwelicala.

U'MandlaubathengilebamayimisephaKZNla

shipment.

{themerchandisedidn'tgetthisside.Mandlabought

thosepeopleforthem tostopatKZNwiththe

shipment}

Me:Thanwhythefuckareyoustillstandinghere.IfI

wereyouIwouldbelongbackwiththeshipment.

AndIwantnothingmissing.TellthatoldmanI'm



comingforhim.

Iclickedmytongueandtheyallwalkedout.I

thoughtIendedthiswarwiththatoldZuluman.ButI

waswrong.Iwillhavetodealwithhim.Hestarted

this.Justthenthedoorflewopenandmyprincess

gotin.Ismiledlookingather.

Me:Princess.

Shecametositonmylapasoldassheis.Imean

sheisfucken20yearsold.

Liyolatha:daddy.IwaswonderingifIcanvisit

mommythisweekend.

Isighedandtookofmyglasses.

Me:Princess…

Liyolatha:it'sfineIknowIcan'tsincesheisalways

drunk.Ijustwantedtoseeher.That'sall.

IsighedasIsawhowmuchmychildreallywantsto

seehermother.Ican'tkeepherawayfrom herfor

long.PlusIheardsheiscleannowandsheisgetting

herwayinlife.Sowhykeepmychildawayfrom her

mother.ImeanItriedmybesttoprovidethemother



andfatherlove.Ashumanswecanonlygoasmuch,

thereisalwaysalimit.Andthatsit.Iguessshe

needsmoreofthemotherslovefrom herown

mother.

Me:noIwasactuallygoingtosayit'sfineyoucango

toher.

Liyolatha:Really!?

Inoddedsmiling.SheistheonlypersonIsmilefor.

PlussheistheonlypersonthatIlivefor.Nooneelse.

Me:yesreally.Gowearsomethingwarm.It's

drizzlingoutside.IwillaskMiketotakeyoudownto

herinNewBrighton.

Shenoddedsmiling.Shekissedmycheekbefore

runningout.Ichuckledbeforegoingbacktowork.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWO.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

IwaswokenupbyShakaasIwassleeping.Iwonder

whatmadehim getinmyroom.BecauseMandla

Ndlovuwouldnever.Idon'tknow.Hefeels

threatenedbyhisson.ImeanShakaishandsome.

ButIwouldnevercheatonmyhusband.That'sthe

lastthingonmymind.

Me:Shaka?

Shaka:sorrytowakeyouupbutbayakubizakwindlu

enkhulu

{theyarecallingyouinthebighouse}

Irolledmyeyesandnodded.Hechuckledbefore

walkingtowardsthedoor.

Shaka:Lona

That'swhathecallsme.Imeanhisfuckenolder

thanme.Whatdidyouallexpect.Imeanhis27and



I'm 25.

Me:Shaka?

Shaka:Idon'tmeantojudgebutyourwaytoyoung

forthis.Imeantherearemanymenoutthere.Ifyou

wantedablesseryoucouldhavegottenoneelse

where.Notamarriedmanwithmanywives.Youstill

toyoungtogetinthesethings.Imeandoyouknow

howhardpolygamyis?Ihaveseenmymother

struggleherwholelife.Thewaysheusedtocryat

nightbecauseofamanlikeMandla.Mandlaisa

veryDangerousman.Heisnotthemanyouthinkhe

is.Hehasadarksidetoo.

Me:whatdoyoumeanhehasadarkside?

Shaka:LeavewhileyoustillcanLona.Leave.Your

waytoyoung.

Hewalkedaway.Iwonderwhathemeantbyallhe

justsaid.WhatdarksidedoesMandlahave?Maybe

IshouldaskMandlaaboutthis.NoIshouldn't.I

meanShakaandMandladon'tgetalonganyway.So

Iwouldjustbecausingmoredriftbetweenthem.I

justhavetofigureitalloutmyself.Butthanagain.



WhatifShakaislyinghejustwantsmetoleave

Mandlasothathecanbehurt.Imeantheyare

enemies.LetmebrushoffthisbeforeIstress

myselfovernothing.Hewasprobablyblabbering.I

don'tbelievehim.YesIdon't.Istoodupandwent

downstairs.Ilockedmyhousebeforegoingtothe

bighouse.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iwasbusywithmyphonejustcheckingnewsfeeds.

NomatterhowmucholdIget.Iwillalwaysbe

addictedtomycellphone.Icameacrossthis

beautifulwoman.Ichuckledbeforegoingtoher

timeline.Ilookedatherpicturesandsherecentlygot

married.Asifthatmademestoplookingather

timeline.Don'tjudgeguys.Ijustwanttosmashher

andpass.Noonesaidwecan'thaveaccessto

marriedwomananyway.PlusI'm turning40.Ishould

beenjoyingmytime.Mylifetothefullest.Icame

acrossapictureofherawearingbrowndress.Close

toatigerskintypeofdress.Itshowedherassets.I

alreadysawmyselfholdinghersmallwaistandbig



ass.Ismiled.Iwentupagain.Isawshewaslocated

inKZN.Fuckthat'swaytofarandI'm atPE.That

wasthebiggestturnoffforme.HerNameis

LONALINAMANDLASAUL.Ijustshookmyheadand

wentbacktothefeeds.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Igottothehouseandtheytoldmeit'smyturnto

cook.Ineverevenknewtherewasaschedule.Idon't

evenknowhowtocook.Clearlykuzonyiwa

namhlanje.Everyonewillgotosleepwithanempty

stomach.HowcanInottellyouhowfineMaGumede

was?WhatdidItellyouagain?AnditlookedlikeI

wasdramatic.

Me:Kengokukuzotyiwantoni?

{whatareweeating?}

TheystartedtospeaktheirisiZulu.Icouldn'teven

hearthem.Theywerespeakingatthesametime.

Mandla:Iwanttotasteyoursevencolourstoday.

MandlaknowsforafactthatIcan'tcook.Whyishe



makingitasifIcan?Inoddedanywayandwentto

thekitchen.IcalledmymotherbutIknewIwas

callingthewrongpersonbecauseshealsocan't

cook.Mymotherwouldliterallysitoutsideand

smokewhilemyfatherislisteningtohisjazzmusic

cookinginthekitchen.Yeah.Myfatherwasthe

womanofthehouseandmymom theman.CrazyI

know.Butshewouldcooksometimeswhendadis

tiredorshewantstomakehim feelspecial.Ilove

myparentsrelationship.It'sjustfunny.

Mom:LONALINAMANDLA?

That'showsheiskesana.Shelikesbeing

unnecessary.That'showmothersare.

Me:mom.Jongakemylovecelandenzelefavour.

{candoafavourforme}

Italktomymom thewayIwantto.Eventhoughshe

canbestrictattimes.

Mom:FunantoniLona?

{whatdoyouwantLona?}

Me:sotheyaskedmetocook…



Shelaughed.

Mom:zanditshilo

{Ioncesaidso}

Isulkedandshecontinuedtolaugh.ShesaidI

shouldcontinue.

Me:nowtheywantmetomakeasevencoursemeal.

SopleaseaskOkuhletomakeavoicenoteofyou

andDadtellingmehowtomakeit.Allinstructions.

Pleasemom.IpromiseIwillpayyouavisitthis

weekend.

Mom:youpromise?

Me:yesmom Ipromise.

Mom:himakendobizaOkuhleke

{letmegoandcallOkuhlethen}

Ismiledandsaidmygoodbyestoher.Mymom

wouldliterallydoanythingformetogoandvisit

them.That'swhathappenswhenyou'rethelastborn.

Weare3tomyparents.OlderSisterSesonathenmy

brotherOkuhlelastlybutnotleastme.Afterfew

minutes.Okuhlesentmea3minuteVNandlateron



a5minuteone.Isighed.Ilistenedtothem first.I

startedcookingandwhilestillatit.MaGumede

camein.Ididn'tmindher.Iwasjustlisteningto

musicfollowingtheinstructionsIgot.Ididn'tcare

evenifthefoodtastesgoodornot.MandlaknowsI

can'tcook.Iwasevenburningotherthingshere.

MaGumedelookedatmedisgusted.Shecameto

meandtookaspoonfullofbeans.Sheliterally

poureditonmy5kblouse.Ilookedatherwithmy

eyespoppedout.

Me:bitch

AsIattempttohithershefelldownandstarted

screamingthatIhither.Thewholefamilycameand

theygavemeanevileye.Iwasjustlookingatherin

disbelief.Andeveryonewasbusytalkingathowcan

Ihitapregnantwoman.

Mandla:MaMpingaWenzenimanje?

{whatdidyoudonow}

Me:yewethuMandla…

Them:shedoesn'tevenrespectyoubaba



Ichuckledindisbelief.Ican'tbelievethis.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THREE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Wewerehavingameetingnow.AndMaGumede

wascrying.Shewascryingallthistime.Thisoldhag.

Me:guysIdidn'tfuckenhither.YesIattemptedto

butIneverdid.WhatwillIgainifIdid?Ididn't.

Mandla:whatdoyouexactlysayhappenedthen.Why

wouldshecrythatloudifyoudidn't?

Iclappedonce.

Me:IwascookingasyouinstructedIshould.Next

thingsheisinthekitchen.Shespillsbeansonmy5

thousandblouse.AndasIwasabouttolaymy

handsonher.Shepulledthestuntshepulled.

MaGumede:Unamangababa

{sheislying}

Me:comeonMandlaopenyoureyes.Webothknow

thatyourwivesdon'twantmehere



Thewives:qinisile

{True}

Theysaidthatsilently.

Mandla:Nithini?

{whatareyousaying?}

Them:Luthobaba

{nothing}

Ichuckledandclappedonce.Istoodup.

Me:mamelake.Andizohlalaphaumnandimamele

ubuxokingam.Thethanabafazbakho.Ndiyoyenza

lebendiyiqalileumna.

{listenhere.Iwon'tsithereandlistentoliesabout

me.Talktoyourwives.IwillgoanddowhatI

started.}

Theyalllookedatmeinadisgustingway.

Me:baba

Iwouldnevergetusedtothis.ButIbowedbefore

walkingaway.Igottothekitchenandcontinuedwith



whatIstarted.Iwasn'tevendoingeverythingright.It

wasjustamess.At8Iwasfinishedandthericewas

justpap.KnowwhatI'm nevercookinginmylife

again.Iwasn'tevenborntodohouseholdduties

umna.Thisisn'tme.ButIsomehowknewhowtodo

otherthings.Atleasttheywereperfect.Everyone

came.Theyprayedforthefoodandnooneevenate

thatmuch.AsifIcared.Ididn'teventouchthefood.

I'm maintainingmyfigure.

…

…

Me:OnFridayI'm goingtoPortElizabeth.

Mandla:why?

Hesleptwithmelastnight.

Me:Ipromisedmymotheravisitthisweekend.

Mandla:wejustgotmarriedMaMpingaandyou

alreadywanttoleave?

Isighedandturnedtolookathim.

Me:IknowMandlabutweren'twesupposedtobeat

ourhoneymoonnow?Whyarewehere?PleaseI



don'twantustofightplease.It'sonlyforthe

weekendandIwillbeback.

Hesighedandnodded.

Mandla:butyouwon'tbegoingthereeveryweekend

Lona.Yourparentsneedtounderstandthatyouare

amarriedwomannow.It'snotevenamonthbut

theyalreadywantyoutovisitthem.Ipaidlobolafor

you.Don'tforgetthat.

Inodded.

Me:Iunderstandyourfrustration.BySundaynightI

willbehere.

Henodded.Igotdonewithmymakeupandgave

him apeck.

Me:Iwillseeyouintheafternoon.Ihavetogoto

worknow.

Mandla:Idon'tunderstandwhyyoustillworking.

WhenIasyourmancanprovideeverythingforyou.

Ishookmyheadandkissedhim.Iwalkedout.I

maybeallthingsbutIwillneverquitmyjobjust

becauseamansaidso.Idotrusthim.Butthe



storiesIheard.PlusIcan'tletmyfathersmoneygo

towaste.Imeanthatmanfoughttoothandnailjust

forustoHaveagreateducation.I'm alawyertoday

becauseofthat.IgottomycarandIhavetodriveall

thewaytothesuburbs.Thedistancegosh.Tookme

2hoursifnotmore.Ihatelongdrives.Ishouldask

Mandlatobuymeahousenearmyworkplace.I

won'tbeabletomakeithere.Imaginedriving2

hourseveryday.It'sjusttiring.IgottoworkandI

walkedin.Istartedatthereceptionist.Imustsay

everyonewasshockedtoseeme.ImeanIshouldbe

onmyhoneymoonforamonthbutI'm atwork.

Mandla'swiveswillsurelyburninhell.

Me:Megan

Megan:Mrs.Ndlovu

Igiggled.

Megan:ain'tyousupposetobeatyourhoneymoon.

Me:Iwouldratherkeepquietaboutit.Butdoyou

haveanymessagesforme?

Megan:OyimbangiisManagingyourthings.



OyimbangiismyPersonalAssistant,PA.Alsomy

bestfriend.Inoddedsmilingbeforegoingupstairs

aftergreetingthecolleaguesItalkto.Igottomy

officeandMbangiwasonaphonecallwithaclient.

Shelookedupandmeandhereyespoppedout.

Mbangi:holdon.Ms.Saulwillbewithyouinaminute.

Shepausedthecallbeforecomingrunningtome.

WehuggedandIgiggled.Iwenttogoanswerthe

call.Itwasbasicallyaclientarrestedfornotpaying

TAX.SARSjustcamewithanotificationthathe

ownsthem 2millionofTAX.Nowhesayshehas

beenpayingTaxandall.Wellincaseyourwondering.

IdidBCom Law.Sothesearemythings.Andhisin

PE.MeaningwhenIgodownthereonFriday.Iwill

alsogotohim.

Me:updatemeabouteverything.

Mbangi:mgosiwiseorworkwise?

Irolledmyeyesandwelaughed.

Me:workwiseMbangi.Wewillgossiplateron.

Shenodded.Welaughed.Sheupdatedmeabout



everything.AndIhadacasethisafternoon.She

helpedmeprepareforit.Wefinished30minutes

beforelunchtimeends.AndIwasfamishedsinceI

didn'teatbreakfast.WewenttotheCaféandbought

food.Wesatatthetables.

Mbangi:weren'tyousupposetobeatBoraBora?

Inodded.

Me:Iam.ButthanMaGumdehadcrampsandwe

hadtocomeback.

Mbangi:what?!

Inodded.

Me:youknowhowthosewomenare.Theynever

wantedmefrom thestart.I'm notsurprisedthatthey

pulledthisstunt.

Mbangi:Iwarnedyouaboutthem Lona.Itoldtonot

marryaPolygamyman.Looknow.Youjustbrought

unnecessarydramatoyourself.

Isighed.

Me:asifitwasit.Yesterday.Shethrewabigtantrum

sayingIhither.ImagineMbangi.Andnoweveryone



seesmeasthebadpersonhere.

Mbangi:morereasonsforyouleavehim Lona.This

isn'tgoodforyourstateofmind.It'sunhealthy.

Imaginewhatmoretheywilldoonyoujusttosee

youdown.

Me:MbangiyoualsoknowhowmuchIloveMandla.I

can'tjustleavejustbecauseoldhagsdecidedto

bullyme.Ican'tletthem winthisfight.Whydoesit

seem likeyourjudgingme?

Shesighed.

Mbangi:noI'm notjudgingyoufriend.Ijustcare

aboutyou.Butmakesureinwhateveryouplan.It

doesn'tbackfire.Idon'twanttoseeyouhurt.You

knowhowmuchIcareforyou.

Inoddedsmiling.Wespokeaboutotherthings.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FOUR.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mbangi:soyesterdayIgotaDM from Shaka.

Ilookedatherandshegiggled.Iknowhowmuch

shehasalwayswantedhim butwasscaredto

approachhim.

Me:tellmemore.

Mbangi:wespokeandhesaid.HekindaknowsthatI

haveacrushonhim.Heonceoverheardusspeaking

abouthim.

Myeyespoppedoutandshenoddedlaughing.

Mbangi:yeah.SoIsenthim theemojiofthemonkey

thatiscoveringitseyes.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:youwhat?

Shenoddedlaughing.Welaughedmore.Shewas



evenred.

Me:browhydidyoudothat?

Sheshrugged.

Mbangi:butluckyherespondedtomytext.Askedif

whetherIwasseriousabout'liking'him.

Me:andyousaidyesright?

Shenoddedsmilingandwehighfivedlaughing.

Mbangi:toldhim thatIwasserious.Andheasked

whetherIwouldliketoexperiencethefeelingsIhave

forhim becausehealsohasfeelingsforme.

Me:what?!

Shenoddedsmiling.

Mbangi:crazyright?

Inodded.

Mbangi:Iknow.Hesayshehasbeentryingtoignore

thefeelings.AndsinceheheardIalsohavethem for

him.Hethoughtwhynottalktome.

Me:soyouallaredatingnow?



Shenoddedblushingshowingmeapicturesofher

onInstagram.Ilookedatherlost.

Mbangi:lookatthenameofthepersonwhopostedit.

IlookedatthenameanditwasShakasayinggood

morningwiththepictures.Myeyespoppedoutand

shenoddedlaughing.Iclappedonceandwelaughed.

Me:sohisseriousaboutyoutothepointwherehe

postedyou?

Shenodded.

Mbangi:yesheis.Theguyismakingmefallforhim

everychancehegets.Hislegitlymakingmefallfor

him.LikeIhavealreadycaughtfeelings.Iwouldbe

lyingifIsaidIain't.HistreatingmejustthewayI

havealwayswantedtobetreated.

Me:soareyoureadyforallthecommitmentandall.

Iaskedhersmiling.It'sgreattoseemybestfriend

thishappy.Theenthusiasm inhervoicewhenshe

wastalkingabouthim justafewsecondsago.She

nodded.

Mbangi:yesIam.Tonightwearegoingout.His



takingmetoTheGrillJichanaRestaurant.

Me:noway!!

Isaidwithmyeyespoppedoutandshenodded

smiling.

Mbangi:yep.Anditwasamustformetogoallout

formyman.Iboughtthissexyreddressandblack

heelsthatwillgowellwithmyskincolour.

Me:I'm sohappyforyou.

Andwelaughed.Igavemybestfriendahug.Like

finallyshegotsomethingseriousthenthetrashshe

got.Itjustmakesmehappy.Ihopeshakawilltreat

hergreat.Ialreadyseehowinlovesheis.Inaway

shehasneverbeen.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Anethemba:didyougetthemerchandisefrom that

bastard?Theclientarestartingtocomplainbawo.

Saidmybrotherwalkingin.Inodded.

Me:aswespeaktheyarecomingdownwithit.The



cuttingwillbedonetonight.Deliveriedtomorrow

morning.

Henoddedsittingdown.

Anethemba:mysonsaysthatbastardgotmarried

again.

Me:Shaka?

Henodded.

Me:hehasafourthwifenow?

Henoddedagain.Wechuckled.

Anethemba:surelyhelovesthenewpussynow.How

aboutwedosomethingwithherjusttoteachhim a

lesson.Notbeingphysicalwithhersincewedon't

hurtwomen.

Inodded.

Me:kidnapherjusttoteachhim tostopmessing

withus?

Henoddedandwechuckled.

Anethemba:letmecallshakatogetmeinformation

onthegirl.



Hecalledhim andplacedthephoneofloudspeaker.

Shaka:tayma?

Us:yeahkwedini.

Hechuckled.

Shaka:Tanci

{uncle}

Welaughed.

Shaka:youguysdon'thavetiming.I'm onadatewith

mywomanhere.

Us:yeykwediniunemedyngoku?

{youhaveagirlfriendnow?}

Shaka:ndingubaniumna?

{whoam I?}

Us:mxm

Weburstoutlaughing.

Anethemba:whenarewemeetingher?

Shaka:lookslikesheandherbestfriendaregoing



thatsideonFriday.SoImightaswelltagalongwith

them.It'sbeenawhile.Youmightaswellmeether.

Us:soyourseriousabouther?

Shaka:yeahmajita.

Wechuckled.

Anethemba:wewilldiscussthatwhenyouarehere.

Butweneedinformationonyourstep-fathersnew

wife.

Shaka:LONALINAMANDLA?

Waitthatnamesoundsfamiliar.ButIdon't

rememberwhereIknowitfrom.Iwonder.

Us:whoeversheis.

Shaka:IwillseewhatIcando.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIVE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

IgotathomeandShakawasjustdrivingout.I

stoppedhim.

Shaka:Lona?

Me:don'thurtherbro.Shehasbeenthroughalot.

Mbangireallylovesyou.Youshouldseehowshe

talksaboutyou.

IthinkIsawablushorsomething.Buthesmiled

anyway.

Shaka:Iwon't.IloveOyiandthatwillneverchange.

Sodoesthismeanyouaregivingmeyourblessing

asherbestfriend?

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:yesIam.ButIwon'thesitatetokillyouifyou

hurther.



Weburstoutlaughing.Wehugged.

Shaka:thankyouforsupportingourrelationship.

Inoddedsmiling.Hegotinthecaranddroveaway.I

shookmyheadandsomeonecalledme.Itwas

MandlastandingwithMaNkabayi.Iwentoverto

them.Igreetedandtheygreetedmeback.

MaNkabayi:Let'shopeyoudon'twantmychildto.

Mandla:whatwereyouguystalkingaboutthatyou

wereevenlaughing?

Me:Idon'twanthim.IhaveahusbandthatIlove.

Andwewerejusttalkingaboutmybestfriend.

Mbangi.Ifyouwerethereforyoursonyouwould

knowthathefoundawomanthathisheartdesires.

Excuseme.

Isaidwalkingawayleavingherwithhermouthwide

open.IwenttomyhouseandItookashower.Iwas

sweaty.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

IgottotherestaurantwithOyiandwegotin.My



womanwasexcited.Andthat'swhatIloved.I

alwayswanttoseeherhappy.Ipulledthechairfor

herandshesatdown.

Me:didn'tevengetthechancetotellyouhow

beautifulyouare.

Sheblushedlookingdown.Igaveherapeckbefore

sittingdown.Shereallywasbeautiful.Shewasso

sexyinthisbodyconreddressofhers.Ilovethefact

thatshewentalloutbutthatwillgotowaste

becauseI'm definitelyrippingthisdresstonight.

Oyi:youlookhandsomeyourself.

Ichuckled.

Me:sohowwasyourdayatwork?

JustthenthewaitercamewiththeMenus.We

placedourorders.

Oyi:workwasgreatforthefactthatmybosswas

back.

Me:isn'titawkwardthatyouareworkingforyour

bestfriend?

Welaughed.



Oyi:Idon'twanttoevenchangemyjobforthat

matter.IloveworkingwithLona.It'sgreat.

Ishookmyheadandwelaughed.

Oyi:butyeah.WealsohaveatriptoPEthisweekend.

Ishrugged.Thewaitercamewiththedrinks.

Oyi:businesswiseandfamilywise.Shehasacase.

Andwearegoingtoourfamilies.

Inodded.

Me:Ishouldalsotagalongtogotomyfamilythat

side.

Oyi:youhaveafamilythatside?

Inodded.

Me:myfatherlivesthatside.

Oyi:sowebotharebasicallyfrom PE.

Inoddedsmiling.Andshealsosmiledshakingher

head.

Me:yepthatmeansmoreadvantagesforus.Imagine

ifyouwereZuluorIZulu.TheargumentswhenIpay



lobola.

Welaughed.

Oyi:andunclescanbeveryannoyingsometimes.

Wespokeaboutafewthings.Thefoodcameand

whileatit.Igotacallfrom myfatherIknewbetter

thantonotanswerhim.Thismanwillparanoime

withcallstillIanswer.Hedoesn'tgiveup.Ispoketo

them andbidmygoodbyes.Ishookmyhead.I

wonderwhydotheywantLona'sinformation.ButI

willbeatittomorrowmorning.

Me:sorryaboutthat.Yourfatherinlawcanbe

dramaticsometimes.

Oyi:fatherinlaw.

Inoddedandwelaughed.

Me:babyIwantyoutomeetmyunclesandaunt…

Oyi:whatIwillbemeetingmyownbestfriendand

hersisterwives?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:no.WebothknowthatIactuallydon'tcareabout



thatfamilyOyimbangi.Iwantyoutomeetmy

fathersbrothersandhissister.Mywholefamilythat

side.

Oyi:aaShaka.Don'tyouthinkwearemovingalittle

tofast.Imeanwejuststarteddatingbabyandyou

wantmemeetyourfamily.

Me:Iknowbabyit'spressureitself.ButIalready

promisedthem thatyouwillcome.Andnowenot.

OyiwebothknowIhavepureintentionswithyou.

YouthefirstgirlIwillbeintroducingtothem.And

medoingthatmeansIwannamakeyoumywife.I

seeafuturewithyou.Canyoupleasemeetyourin

laws?

Shesighedandnoddedsmiling.Ialsosmiled.

Me:great.Theyaregreatpeople.

Oyi:let'shopeso.I'm surebynextweekwewillbe

gettingmarriedcomparedtothefastrateweareon.

Weburstoutlaughing.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~



Ijustgotbackfrom aclientwhohasbeengivingme

problems.Imeanhistheonewhoneedslegaladvice.

Andhedoesn'twanttogivemehisbankstatements.

OnaFridayeven.Itookmytimeofnotgoingtomy

hospital.Onlyforhim togivemeahardtime.He

mustthankhisancestorsthatIdidn'tgettoshow

him myotherside.IdecidedtogotoMuggAnd

BeansinceIwascravingfortheircoffee.Igotinand

somethingtoldmetolookbythedoor.Ineverfora

seconddoubtmygutfeeling.SoIlookedatthedoor

too.Andthereshewasallbusywithpaperwork.Her

tablewasamessandshelookedfrustratedto.I

chuckledanesmirked.Ican'tbelievesheishere.

Doesn'tshestayinDurban?ButIshouldthankmy

ancestorsforthismomentbecauseitmightbethe

last.What'shernameagain.Yeah

LONALINAMANDLASAUL.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIX

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Outofnowheremyheartstartedbeatingfastidon't

knowwhy.ButItriedtocalm myselfdownandit

didn'twork.Itwasjustbeatingfast.Nextthinga

man'scolognefilledmynostrils.Itwasagreat

cologneindeed.Idon'tknowwhereitwascoming

from buttherewasnooneinfrontofme.Nextthing

Ifeltsomeonebehindme.ThatmantookthepenI

wasbusywithandstretchedthecalculationsIwas

doing.

:yourmakingalotofmistakesbecauseyoustarted

yourformulawrong.Thisishowyoudoit.

Hesaysshowingmehowit'sdone.Hefinallygot

whatihavebeenstrugglingwithforthepastfew

hoursofbeinghereright.Iturnedtolookathim and

hesmirkedlookingatme.Westaredateachother

forquitealongtimetillIbroketheeyecontact

becauseitwaswaytostrongforme.Idon'tknow



why.

Me:tha…

IclearedmythroatbecauseIcouldn'thearmyself.

Suddenlymyloudvoiceisgone.Whichisvery

creepyforme.BecauseIneverspokethislowto

anyone.EvenMandla.Whatisitthatthismanhas?

Me:thankyou.

Hechuckled.

:mindifIjoinyou?

Me:yeah…yeahwhynot.

Hewenttositdown.

:Imbusise

Hesaidreachingoutforahandshake.

Me:Lona…

Imbusise:LONALINAMANDLAIknow.

Ilookedathim withthecornerofmyeyeandhe

chuckled.Doesallhedoesistochuckle?Ihaven't

seenhim smileoranything.



Me:howdoyouknowmyname?

Imbusise:that'snotimportantnowisit.

Me:itcanbe.YoumightbeakillerformylikingandI

yourpreyer.

Heshrugged.

Imbusise:firstofallIdon'tkillwoman.

Ilookedathim withmyeyespoppedoutsinceIwas

collectingmypapers.

Me:soyoudokillpeople?

Imbusise:Iwon'ttalkaboutmyaffairstoyouLina.

Youralawyerformyliking.ButyesIam involvedin

dodgythings.

Me:remindmewhyyouaretellingmeallofthis?I

meanI'm justastranger.WhatifItellthepolice

aboutyou?

Ichuckledandhetookmylefthandandplayedwith

myring.

Imbusise:doyouhaveproofthatIkillforaliving?

Ishookmyhead.Anotherquestion.Whyam Inot



scared?Imeanthismanistellingmethathekillsfor

alivingandI'm socalm.Ishouldbefreakingoutand

allbutI'm not.Thisisaserialkiller.

Me:noIdon't.

Imbusise:exactly.ThinklikealawyerLina.

Ishookmyheadandsmiled.Him alreadygivingme

anicknameiswhatmademesmilenow.Imean

everyonecallsmebyLona.

Me:soyourtellingmeyouraserialkillerwithwhat

intentionsexactly?

Imbusise:ain'twegettingtoknoweachotherhere?

Ilaughedandhejustchuckled.WhatInoticedabout

him isthathedoesn'tsmilenorlaugh.Hejust

smirksandchuckles.Interesting.

Me:wowokaycontinue.

Imbusise:yeahI'm agangster.

Me:what?!

Henoddedandshrugged.Iwasshockedguys.ButI

didn'tdaretomove.Iwantedtoknowmoreabout



him.

Imbusise:yeah.That'smydarkside.ThenI'm alsoa

BCom lawyerlikeyou.Andadoctoratthesametime.

Me:fulltimelawyerandafull-timedoctor?

Henodded.

Imbusise:Ialsohaveaconstructionbusiness.ButI

don'tgiveitmyfullattention.Onlygothereoncea

month.ButIdomakealotofmoneyonit.That'sall

mejobwise.Familywise.Ihavea20yearold

daughter.

Me:holdon.Ityourdaughteris20howoldareyou?

Iwascurious.

Imbusise:Idon'tliketellingmyage.Butdoublehers.

Me:aasuxokaBusise.Una30wena

{noyourlyingBusise.Your30}

HeshookhisheadandIlookedathim indisbelief.

Imbusise:ndimdalaumnaLina.Sundibonandimhle

khangaka.



{I'm oldLina.Don'tseemethishandsome}

Irolledmyeyeslookingathim andhechuckled.I

laughed.

Imbusise:yeah.Notmarried.Butadivorcee.Therest

yeahyouwillknowastimegoesby.Andyou?

Me:Youalreadyknowmyname.Butyeah.I'm alsoa

BCom lawyerlikeyou.That'sitworkwise.Idon't

havekids.Recentlygotmarried.

Henoddedplayingwithmyring.

Imbusise:mhhk.Soyoulivehere?

Me:no.IworkandliveinDurban.Icamehere

becausemymotherforcedmeto.PhoffIpromised

hertovist.AndIhaveacasetoworkon.Whichyou

Mrdisturbedmeon.

Imbusise:don'tforgetthatIhelpedyouokay?

Me:whatever.

Ilaughedandhechuckledasalways.

Me:zandidikawenangokundingakwazi.

{youwillirritatemeevenifIdon'tknowyou}



Heshrugged.

Me:whyareyoualwayschuckling?

Hesmirked.

Imbusise:that'sjustme.Idon'tlaughnorsmileat

anyoneunlessifIlovethatperson.Andthatperson

hasaplaceinmyheart.That'sjustme.

HisstatementkindsleftastinginmyheartIdon't

knowwhybutInoddedanyway.

Me:sowhatdoyouwantfrom me.Iknowyoudid

cometohelpmefornothing.

Isaidtitlingmyhead.

Imbusise:andizokuxokiselanokuxokiselaumna

Lina.Ndifunasityaneqha.

{Iwon'tevenlietoyouLina.Ijustwantustohave

sexonly}

Mymouthwasleftwideopenandmyeyespopped

out.Waitdidhejustsaythat.Helaughedlookingat

mewithhisarmsacrossinghischest.

_____



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Iwassittingatthehousedeepinmythoughts

thinkingaboutImbusise.Imeanwhywasteyour

timeintellingmeallaboutyourselfjusttoaskme

forsex.Wheredoeshehavethegutstosaythat.

Approachsomeoneandtellthem youwantsexfrom

them.Wow.Domenlikehim evenexist?Inever

knewtilltodayiftheydo.Istillcan'tbelievethis.

Mom:whatareyouthinkingabout?

Sheaskedgivingmeaglassofwinesittingdown

withhers.Dadalsocame.Hehadhiscoffee.

Me:sotodayIwanttomuggandbeanrightafter

meetingupwiththeclient.

Theynodded.

Me:sothusguycomeshelpsmewithatransactionI

havebeenstrugglingwith.Withoutmeaskinghim to.

Hesitsdown.Wespoke.Hetellsmeabouthimself.



Heeventellsmethathisagangster.

Them:intoni?!

{what?!}

Inodded.

Me:hetellsmehisadoctorandalawyerjustlikeme.

Hashisownbusiness.Hasa20yearold.

Them:howoldishe?

Me:40

Theynoddedsmiling.Ichuckled.

Me:Ialsotellhim aboutmyselfandthatI'm married.

Hetellshisnot.NowIaskhim whatdoeshewant

from me.Hetoldmestraightwithhisarmsacross

hischestthathewantsustobeintimatewitheach

other.

Them:intoni?

{what?!}

Ichuckled

Me:Heendanixelelaumna.Hetoldmenine,nine



thathewantsustobeintimate.Hedidnoteventry

tosoftenmeuporanything.Flirtwithme.Hejust

toldmehewantsustobeintimate.

{I'm tellingyouguys…}

Dad:wathinikengokuwena?

{whatdidyousay?}

Me:webothknowthatIdonotbelieveincheatingor

anything.ButndimxelelebaAsozendiloyalqhithiku

mnyeniwam umna.

{Itoldhim Idon'twantto.I'm veryloyaltomy

husband}

Mom:ncedileeventhoughsingam thandiloMandla

wakho.

{that'sgoodeventhoughwedon'tloveyourMandla}

Ilookedatthem andtheyshrugged.Theydon'teven

Hideitthattheydon'tloveMandla.Theyaccepted

ourrelationshipbecausetheysawhowhappyIam.

AndtheysawhowgreatMandlatakescareofme.

Butthatdoesn'tchangethewaytheyfeelabouthim.



~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IknowthatIwilldefinitelygether.Shemighthave

saidno.ButIstillhavetotogetherbeforeshegoes

backtoKZN.Inevergiveup.IalwaysgetwhatI

want.Whatwillmakemegiveuponhernow.Igotin

thehouseandshakawasbullyingmydaughter.Ooh

Shakankosiyam.

Me:buyilekanene

{yourback}

Welaughed.HegaveLiyolathatheicecream bucket

hewasmakingithardforhertoreach.

Shaka:yayazimoctancifunekecace.

{youalsoknowuncleitshouldbeobvious.}

Welaughed.JustthenAnethemba,Lungiswaand

Lindilegotin.MybrothersandSister.Soit'sfirst

Anethemba.SecondLindile.I'm thethirdbornand

Lungiswathelastbornandtheonlygirl.Tomy

siblingsIactlikeI'm theolderone.That'showithas

alwaysbeenwhenweweregrowingup.

Me:nizothiniapha?



{whatareyoudoinghere?}

Them:ohh

Ilaughed.IhuggedmysisterandbrohuggedLindile.

TheybothliveinEastLondonsotheyareneverthis

side.Wedovisiteachother.Onceortwiceamonth.

Wesatdownasafamilyandwehadagreattimeas

always.

Anethemba:buphi?

{wherewereyou?}

Ichuckled.

Me:mfodinibendizizamelimeddi.Dibenenayokwa

MuggandBean.Yoohumhlelomthana.

{Iwastryingmybesttogetagirlfriendman.Imet

heratMuggandBean.Sheisbeautiful}

MysiblingsandShakalookatLiyoandsheside

eyedme.Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:HaiHaiprincessandinongadyoliumna.Jonga

batshatileo'Mancinotancibakho.Awumfunistep

mother?



{nonoprincessIcan'tdatenow?Lookyourauntand

unclesaremarried.Don'tyouwantastepmother?}

Liyolatha:mxm

Weburstoutlaughing.

Anethemba:whilewearestillatit.Didyourgirlagree

toocome?

Shakanoddedsmiling.

Shaka:butshesaidshewillcomewithherbest

friend.Weallknowhowgirlsare.Soanextraplate

mustbemade.

Wenodded.

Me:onMandla'swife?

Hechuckled.

Shaka:Idon'twanttoeventellyouwhosheis.But

myboysaregettingtheinformation.

Us:whoisshe?

Shaka:youwillseeherforyourselves.

Wenodded.



…

…

Me:jonganankuyaKelalamthanamajita

{lookthereisthatchildguys}

Isaidtomybrothers.WewereatCubana.Bonding

asbrothersasweusuallydo.AndLinawashere.

Shewasactuallysittingalonedrinking.Enjoyingher

cocktail.Mybrother'slookedatherandsmiled.

Them:rhaa!!

Theysaidhittingme.Ilaughedmovingawayfrom

them.

Them:doesn'tshehaveasister?

Me:hai

{no}

Them:butshelookswaytoyoung.

Me:25ke.

Welaughedandtheyfistbumpedme.

Anethemba:Masiboneodumengazokwedini.



{let'sseewhatyougreatatboy}

Isalutedthem beforewalkingaway.IgottoLina.

Me:Lina

Shelookedbackfastatme.Ismiledbeforesitting

onthechairnexttohers.Shelookedaroundthenme

again.

Lina:what?Areyoufollowingmenow?Ohwaityour

agangster.Youhaveeyesandearseverywhere.Why

am Inotsurprised.

Ichuckledandtookhercocktail.Isniffedit.Itwasa

non-alcoholicone.Idon'tknowbutIdon'twanther

nearalcohol.

Me:noIwasn'tfollowingyou.Idon'thavetimefor

that.LookIcameherewithmybrothers.

Icouldseethatshewashurtbymystatementand

that'sexactlywhatIwanted.ShelookedatwhereI'm

pointingandmybrothershadmanygirlswiththem.

Thesemotherfuckersaremarriedforheavenssake.

Shenodded.

Me:soaboutearlieron.IwasSeriousLina.



Shelaughed.

Lina:whatmakesyouthinkIwillcheatonmy

husbandforyou?FYImyhusbandgivesitgoodthat

Idon'tneedtohoearound.

Me:doIlooklikeicareaboutyourhusband.Idonot.

AndumnaialwaysgetwhatIwantmfodini.Thisis

betweenyouandI.Don'tinvolvehim.Hisnoteven

here.NdakucelaMaMpinga,Mbentshane…

Shegiggled.

Lina:yourcharmsareworkingbutNoImbusise.Find

yourmates.

ShestoodupandIlockedheragainstthebar.She

gaspedlookingatmestraightintheeye.Shelooked

atmydickwhichwashard.Ismirked.Iburiedmy

faceinherneck.

Me:please.Thegentlemanisaskingyouverynicely.

Justonenight.IswearIwillstopbotheringyou.You

willneverseemyfaceagain.Themanjustwantsto

tastehowgoodyouare.Please.

Iwhisperedinherearbittingit.Shewasbreathing



heavilyalready.Herbodywasevengettinghot.Iwas

brushingherassdowntoherthighs.Imustsayu'Fit.

Shenodded.Ilookedatherandgaveherapeck.

HowIlongedtofinallytastetheselips.Theywereso

soft.

Me:let'sgo.Ihavealreadybookedaroom forusina

hotel.

Isaidtakingherslingbag.Shejustnodded.Igave

heranotherpeckbeforewewalkedout.Ilookedat

mybrothersandtheywerelookingatmeindisbelief.

Iwinked.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHT.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Wegottohiscarandhedroveofftothehotel.We

keptonstealingglancesateachotherandsmile.

Wait.Didn'thesay.Heonlysmilesforpeoplehe

loves?Orsomethinglikethat?Ican'tbelievehis

actuallysmilingnow.ButImustcomplementthathe

hasagreatsmile.Itcompleteshisfaceperfectly

fine.Itmakeshim morehandsome.Waitwhyam I

complementinganothermanagain?Whyam Ieven

inanotherman'scarwhenIhavealwayssaidIwill

nevercheatonmyhusband.IloveMandla.Thenwhy

am Ihere.Istartedtohaveselfdoubts.Myheart

wantedtobeheremorethanever.Likeithasbeen

longingforthisforalongtimenow.Butmymind

wassayinganotherthing.Mymindaskingwhatif

thisisasetup?Hisjusttryingtoruinmymarriage.I

shouldn'tbehere.Whatif…whatif?…Ishouldjust

stopwiththewhatif's.Ialsosomehowdidn'twant



tobehere.Iwantedtotellhim togobackandtake

mehome.Idon'twanttocheatonmyhusbandbut

yetI'm here.Butthiswon'tgettohim right?Thisisa

onceoffthing.Yesitis.IhopeIwon'tregretmyself

lateron.That'sthethingIhate.Regrettingmyselffor

mydecisions.Butitwasalreadytolatetochange

mymindbecausewegottothehotel.Hekissedmy

handbeforejoggingout.Hecametoopenthedoor

forme.Wowthisisactuallythefirsttimethat

someonehasopenedthedoorforme.AndnoI'm

notcomparingMandlatoBusise.ButMandlanever

openedthedoorforme.

Me:thankyou.

Isaidashehelpedmeout.Heclosedthedoorand

heldmyhand.Wewalkedinandwenttothe

receptionistarea.

Imbusise:Hey…

Ilookedaroundthehotelwhilehewasdoingallthe

talking.

:EnjoyyournightMr.andMrs.Stokwe.

Iquicklyturnedtolookatherandshewaslookingat



myringsmiling.

Imbusise:thankyouletsgomylove.

Thisbastardisenjoyingthis.Wewalkedtothelift.

Me:youagreedtowhatshesaid.

Heshruggedgrabbingmyass.Thisoldman.

Me:thisisgoingtobealongnight.

Isaidwrappingmyarmsaroundhisneck.Hegave

meapeckbeforekissingme.Imustsayhisagreat

kisser.Ididn'twanttostopbuthepulledout.

Imbusise:sunxamaklkLina.Wewillgettotheroom

now.

{waitLina…}

Inodded.Igavehim apeckandwesmiled.We

finallygottoourfloorandwenttoourhotelroom

andrightafterlockingthedoor.Hepinnedme

againstthewallandIgaspedsmirking.Westarted

kissingandheliftedmeup.Iwrappedmylegs

aroundhiswaistandhestartedtakingoffmy

clothes.Ialsostartedtotakeofhis.Iwasonlyleftin

myg-stringnow.Andhim stillinhistrousers.His



chestwassobold.Ilefthismouthandwentforhis

neck.Hewalkedovertothebedplayingwithmy

tities.Heplacedmedownbeforepositioninghimself

ontopofme.Helookedatmestraightintheeyes.I

closedmyeyesandopenedthem again.Hesmiled

beforekissingme.Wekissedandheleftmymouth

formyneck.Hesniffedme.Hestartedsuckingmy

neckandIwasmoaningmylungsoutwithmylegs

wrappedaroundhiswaist.Heleftmyneckand

kissedmeallthewaytomytities.Hewassucking

theshitoutofthem andIcouldn'thelpbutmoanmy

lungsout.Thepleasurewassodamngoodandhe

wasfingerfuckingme.Herippedmyg-stringalong

timeago.Iwasmoaninghisnamenje.Mytoeswere

curledandIwaspullingthesheetslikecrazy.Ithink

hefeltmyorgamscomingandwewentdownthere

aswetaIwas.Iwassofuckenwet.Hestarted

muffingme.ThatwhenIstartedtorecievethemost

pleasure.Thewayhewasplayingwithhistongue

wasjustmagical.Iwasjustinmyownheaven.This

hastobetothebest.Ifeltmyselfcummingandmy

heartbeatstartedgoingfaster.Hewentfaster.



Me:Im…bu…s…ise

Hejustspokeintonguesgroaning.Iwarnedhim and

Ijustcummedalloverhim.Iclosedmyeyesand

triedtocatchmybreathewhilehewaslickingme

dry.Hegotuplickinghimself.

Imbusise:Iwillbeback.

Iwaswaytotiredtoevennod.Hewenttothe

bathroom andcamebackwithatowel.HewipedMe

withitanditwaswarm.Hethrewthetowelaway

beforekissingme.WekissedforawhileandItook

offhistrousers.Imanagedtoflipusover.Igiggled

andhechuckledsmilingthroughthekiss.Ilefthis

mouthandkissedallthewaydownthere.Itookoff

hisCalvinKleinunderwear.Hisdickroseanditwas

hellabigandfat.Ilookedathim andhechuckled

smirking.Idon'teventhinkIwillfitinthissizebut

manalwaysmakeaplan.IhelditandIlickeditfirst.

Hegroaned.Istartedgivinghim ablowjobwithhim

pullingmyhairandpushingmein.Makingmego

fasterplayingwithhisballstoo.Hewasjust

groaningandmoaningatthesametimecallingmy

name.HecummedandIlickedallthesemen.



…

…

Iwaswokenupbysomeonekissingmeallovermy

face.Iopenedmyeyesslightlyandclosedthen

againwhenIsawitwasImbusise.Iwasstilltired

from lastnightandearlythismorning.Imeanthus

manrippedmypussyapartwithallthegoodsex.I

haveneverbeensexedorletmerathersaymade

lovetothewayhedid.Hewasn'tlyingwhenhesaid

hisgreat.AllthegreatforeplayswhichMandlahas

neverdid.Tohim sexisjustsex.Hedoesmakelove.

Notcomplainingthough.ButIreallyenjoyedmyself.

Butthatwasit.Itwasthelasttimeofmecheating

onmyhusband.Ican'taffordtolosemyhusband.I

don'tregretmyselfforthisnightthough.Itwasthe

bestnightever.Butthat'sit.

Me:ain'tyoutired?

Helaughed.Iopenedmyeyesandlookedathim.

Imbusise:what,doihavesomethingonmyface?

Me:youawkwardman.Justyesterdayyouwere

smilingformeandnowyourlaughing.Andyoudon't



dothose2thingsunlessit'swithyourlovedones?

Henodded.Iraisedaneyebrowlookingathim.

Imbusise:getupsothatyoucaneatyourbreakfast

inbed.I'm sureyourhusbanddoesn'tevendothis.

Ilookedathim likeheknowshedoesn't.Iclickedmy

tongueandwalkedtowardsthebathroom.Hepulled

metohim laughing.Ifellontopofhim andhe

kissedme.Iwasnaked.Hestartedrubbingmyclit.

Yeahthingshappenedguys.Wehadabout4rounds.

Wetookaninnocentshowertogetherandwentto

theroom again.Weworetheclotheswecamewith.

Wesatonthebedandstartedeatingbreakfast.

Thoughitwascold.Butitwasdeliciousanyway.

Me:thiswasthelasttimeofusmeeting.Don'teven

followmeafterthis.Noruseyourgangsterism

resourcestofindme.Hadagreattimeyes.Butthis

hastobelast.

Henoddedsmiling.

Imbusise:Iwon'tdothat.LikeIsaidyesterday.After

spendinganightwithyou.Iwon'tbotheryouagain.

LikeIsaidbeforeIonlywantedustobeintimate



witheachothernothingmorenorless.

Inodded.

Imbusise:Igotyouthese.Idon'twanttogetyouin

troublewithyour'husband'.

Irolledmyeyesashegavemethemorningafter

pills.Itook2ofthem.Ican'triskit.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Igotinthehouseandthewholefamilywashere.

Theyalljumpedupwhentheysawme.Mymom

cametohugme.Iwaslostkengoku.ButIhugged

herback.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Okuhle:buphiwehavebeentryingtocallyouandyou

don'tanswerourcalls.Wewereworriedsickabout

you.

{wherewereyou…}

Icouldn'tevenlieaboutMbangibecauseshewas

sittinghere.

Me:me?Iwasout.AndIlosttrackoftime.Iended

upsleepingatahotel.

Dad:theniUngaybambiphonekengokukudalasiku

phone.la



{whydon'tyouansweryourcallsthen.Wehavebeen

callingyou}

IlookedatmyphoneandIhadmorethena100

missedcalls.Fucktheywerereallyworried.Fuckyou

Imbusise.

Me:sorryforworryingyouguys.Ioverslept.Ididn't

hearyourcalls.Reallysorryforstressingyouguys.

Theynoddedandsighed.

Mbangi:youshouldcallyourhusband.Wehadto

makeupastory.Sayingyouhavebeensleeping

everysinceyesterdaybecauseofyourheadache.

Inodded.

Mom:gotakeabathsolongwhileImakeyou

somethingtoeat.

Inoddedsmiling.Iwenttomyroom andMbangigot

inafterme.Ithrewmyselfontopoffthebedsmiling.

Mbangi:spillthebeans.Iknowyouweren'tjustatthe

hotel.Somethingdefinitelyhappened.

Me:IkindacheatedonMandla.



Isaidclosingmyfacewithmyhands.

Mbangi:what?!

Inoddedbittingmyinnercheeks.

Mbangi:wereyoudrunk?BecauseIknowforafact

thatyounotthecheatingtype.Youwouldnever

cheatonyourhusbandnomatterwhat.

Me:noIwasn'tdrunk.Iwasintherightstateofmind.

Iwasdrinkingnon-alcoholicbeveragesyesterday

remember.

Mbangi:thanhowthefuckdidyoucheat?Whatdoes

thisguyhavethatmadeyoucheat?Changeyour

morals.Hereallymustbespecial.

Ichuckled.

Me:Imethim atmuggandbean.

Mbangi:sameguyyoutoldmeaboutandyou

declined?

Inodded.

Me:soafteryouleft.Hecameupfrom nowhere.

AndIdeclinedagain.Buttheguyholdssomuch



poweroverme.LikewheneverI'm aroundhim.Ifeel

likepraisinghim.Hejustdemandsrespectwhenyou

lookathim.Agrhh.WhenI'm aroundhim.Ialways

feellikeobeyinghim.SomethingIneverreallydo.

ToMandlaeven.Idon'tknow.Ifeeladifferentway

whenI'm aroundhim.Hejustpinnedmeagainstthe

barwithhisbigbuffbody.Beggedmetogotothe

hotelwithhim.Andthedevilinmeagreed.Thesmall

littlegirlinmenodded.Idon'twanttoevenstart

abouthowhemadelovetome.Butonewordabout

thenight.Splendid,magnificent.Inotherwords.It

wasthebestnightever.Idon'twanttolie.Iwas

callinghim daddythewholenight.Doeverstyle.You

namethem.Thatmanisgifted.Hewenttoschool

forthat.Topnotch.

Iclappedonceandwalkedoutoftheroom leaving

hershocked.Iwenttothebathroom andItooka

shower.Aftertakingashower.Itiedup.Iwenttothe

room andshewasstillshocked.Ilaughedand

lotioned.

Mbangi:youevenpraisinghim thismuch.Something

youneverdidwithanyone.



Me:I'm tellingyouthatmanhassomethingthat

strongthatmakesyouwannapraisehim.Respect

him honorhim.Wow.

Welaughed.

Mbangi:Ican'tbelievethis.

Me:butwecuttedties.Sinceallhewantedwasfor

ustosmash.Gavehim thatandcuttedallties.

Sheshookherhead.

Mbangi:waitwhereisyourring?

Ilookedatmyfinger.

Me:shit!

Iremembertakingitofflastnightandthrowingit

awaywhileIwasbusywithhim.

Me:Ileftatthehotelroom.FuckyouImbusise.I'm in

deepshitbra.

IsaidwithmyhandsonmyheadandMbangiburst

outlaughing.WherewillIgetmoneytopurchasea

newring.Thatringwasafuckenexportfrom France.

DammitImbusise.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TEN.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IgotinmyhouseafteranamazingnightIhadwith

Lina.IknowIpromisedtocutalltieswithher.But

whensheisthatgood.Iwillkeepongoingback.She

islying.Icouldn'tresistherlastnight.Thewayshe

wastightandwarm.Howshehandledme.Theway

shewasmoaningmynameandall.Howshewas

movingherwaist.Themindblowingblowjob.The

listgoeson.Shereallyislying.Iwillkeepongoingto

her.Ididn'tsaysheshouldtastethatgood.Ialso

lovedhowshewasalsoenjoyingme.Isurelygave

herthebestexperienceever.

Lindile:finallyyourback.

Ilaughedandgreetedeveryone.Theyallcamewith

theirfamilies.

Lungiswa:wherewereyou?

Me:enjoyingmyyouth.



Isaidwalkingupstairsandtheyallburstout

laughing.Iwenttomyroom andtookashower.Her

picturewhenshewasnakedcameintomymindand

u'Ngcondecouldn'tholdback.Hejustraised.I

turnedtheshowertoocoldwater.Ierasedherimage

andshookmyheadsmiling.Igotdoneshowering

andIgotout.Lotionedandworemysimplecasual

clothes.Iwalkeddownstairsandmybrothersand

theirsonswerenothere.SoIfiguredthattheymust

beoutside.IgotthereandLungiswa'shusbandwas

alsohere.Igreetedhim.

Anethemba:howdidyouevenwinthatchickover.

Shelookswaytostubborn.

Inodded.

Me:sheisstubborn.Shedoesn'tjustlookstubborn.

Sheis.Shegavemeahardtime.Mycharmswere

workingbutshetoldmeaboutbeingloyaltoher

husband.

Them:what?!Sheismarried?!

Inoddedandchuckledsmirking.

Lethu(Lungiswa'shusband):Hailekaka



Ishruggedandtheylaughed.

Me:Iknewapproachingherthatshewasmarried.

Butwhatmatteredwasmegettingtosmashher.

Thatwasmyonlygoalandsheknew.

Shaka:HaiunguNja

{yourtherealdeal}

Iwinkedandtheylaughed.

Me:butyeah.Ibeggedher…

Zukhanye(Lindile'sson):wenabegged?

{youbegged?}

Inoddedandtheyburstoutlaughing.

Them:Asozerhaawakhewacengabaniwena.Hai

ukubambengamasendelomthanaudeumcenge?

{neverwhohaveyoueverbegged?Thatgirlhasyou

bytheballs,tothepointwhereyoubegged?}

WeburstoutlaughingasIstretchedmyhead.

Me:peoplechangeforpeopletheywanttochange

for.



Theyshooktheirheadsandwelaughed.

Me:Ibeggedherandsheagreed.Gottothehotel

andwedidn'tsleep.Butonewordtodiscribmynight.

Magnificent.Itwassplendid.

Theyshooktheirheads.

Lindile:didyougethernumber?

Ishookmyheadandtheylookedatmeraisingan

eyebrow.

Me:Itoldyouthat.Wepromisedtoonlysmash.And

breakallties.That'swhatwepromisedon.And

whilewewerestillatit.Wetookoffherring.

Isaidtakingitoutofmypocketandtheireyes

poppedoutlookingatme.

Me:youdidn'texpecttonotdoanything.IfIdigged

forhernumberthegangsterway.LikeIusuallydo.

Shewouldhaveknown.Andtoldmestraightshe

doesn'twantMetousemyresourcestocontacther.

Sothisringwillbringustogether.Becauseshe

needsit.AndImightgetmyselfsomegoodpussy

again.Simpleaspie.Withacherryontop.



Theywerestilllookingatmeindisbelief.Iwalkedin

thehouselaughing.

________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ELEVEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:whatifImbusisehasitMbangi.

Mbangi:thenwhydon'tyoucontacthim?

Me:thingIsaidweshouldn'tcontacteachotheror

anything.Whathappenedyesterdayshouldstayin

thepast.

Mbangi:thisisfuckedup.Wherewillwefindhim.

What'shisname?

Me:Imbusise

Isaidrollingmyeyes.It'sthethousandtimenowof

heraskingmethesamething.Imbusiseisavery

rareanduniquename.SoIunderstandwhyshe

keepsonforgettinghisname.

Mbangi:maybewecanfindhim onsocialmedia.

PlusImbu…whateverisararename.Hemighteven

betheonlyImbu.



Ishookmyhead.

Me:hedoesn'tlooklikeasocialmediatype.What

willhebedoingonsocialmediaanyway?Thatman

iswhytobusyforthat.

Mbangi:hislastname.

Ijustsatdowncryingnotevenknowinghislast

name.

Mbangi:comeonLona.Whatdoyouknowaboutthis

guy.Howwillhefindhim whenyoudon'tknowa

thing.

Me:let'sjustforgetabouthim.Wewon'tfindhim.I

willjustsaytoMandlaitwentdownthedrainandI

willfindareplacementsoon.It'snousepoppingout

skullswithamanwewillneverevenmeet.

Shesighed.

Mbangi:youknowshakahascontactseverywhere.

Hemighthelpus.Plushemightbetheonly

ImbusisehereinPE.Soitwillneeasytofindhim.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:ifwetellShakaaboutthis.Itwillringabellto



him thatIcheatedonhisstepfather.Sono.Idon't

wanttocourseanytrouble.Youknowhowpeople

rangewhentheyareangry.

Shesighedandgavemeatighthug.

Mbangi:wishIcoulddosomethingfriendbutIcan't.

Me:it'sfine.

Wecuddledonthebed.Ishouldberegrettingmyself

foryesterdaybutI'm not.

Mbangi:stillcomingwithmetothedinnertomorrow

right?

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:definitely.Itwillhelpmegetmymindofthings.

Shealsonodded.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Shaka:kazeboneleringingathindiyiqelile

{canIseethisring.Iknowitfrom somewhere}

Ialllookedathim.



Shaka:serious.

Xhanti(Lungiswa'sson):zaythathakeayinikemedi

lakhe

{hewilltakeitandgiveittohiswoman}

Weburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:Asoze.Rhaa

{Iwouldnever}

Welaughed.Igavehim theringandhelookedatit

raisingandeyebrow.

Shaka:Iknowthisringfrom somewhere.ButIcan't

setmymindwhereIknowitfrom.Itreallylooks

familiar.

Hesaidgivingittome.

Lindile:whoelsehasthisring?

Shaka:andiyaziTancibutyonaqelekile.

{Idon'tknowunclebutit'sfamiliar}

…

…



Me:yoohHailambileumna.Nokukutyakuyandibiza.

Bafikhaniniaba?

{I'm hungrynow.Andthisfoodiscallingmyname.

Whenaretheygettinghere?}

Everyoneonthetableburstoutlaughing.

Liyolatha:oohu'tata

{dad}

Welaughed.

Lethu:uthiShakabalapha

{Shakasaystheyarehere}

Wenodded.Justthen.Weheardthedooropening

up.AfterafewminutesShakawalkedinwithagirl.

ShewasbeautifulImustsay.AndnoI'm not

complementingherinthewayIdidwithLina.It'sjust

aninnocentcomplement.Weallstoodupand

greetedthegirlbyhuggingher.Shewasnervousbut

wassmilingtoo.

Lungiswa:weren'tyouyoucomingwithyourfriend.

Justthanweheardheelsclickingbehindthem.We



alllookedwheretheywerecomingfrom.Itwasher.

Waitsheisthefriend?Butsheisinmyhouse?Do

youguysknowwhatthatmeans?Notforgettinghow

sexyshewasintheblackleatherdressshewas

wearing.Itwentwellwithherskincolour.U'Ngconde

wasupallexcited.Howherhipswentallout.She

wasbusywithhercellphonethatshedidn'trelease

thestares.Sheplacedherphoneinherbagbefore

shelookedup.Hereyeslandedonmefirstshe

almostfell.Mybrotherslookedatme.Shewas

shockedtoseemebutshequicklycomposed

herself.

Them:Hai

Theysaidasshealmostfell.

Lina:sorryImissedastep.

Shegreetedandwealsohadtohugher.Ithinkmy

brotherswererubbingitonmyfacebyhuggingher

thelongestandtightly.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWELVE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

TosayIwasshockedtoseehim herewouldbean

understatement.ImeanhisShaka'sfuckenuncle.

Thisisreallyfuckedup.RightwhenIthoughtIwon't

seehim again.Andhereheissittingnexttome

brushingmythighsmakingmeahornycat.Iswear

thishastobethelongestdinnerdateihadtocome

to.IdonotthinkIwillevenmakeitgodesert

becauseIwillbelonggone.Iwon'tbeabletotakeit

here.Oohwhichgivesmetimetoaskhim aboutmy

ring.Great.That'stheonlygoodthingaboutthis

night.

Shaka:familythisisOyimbangiStatu.Andthatover

thereisLONALINAMANDLASaul.

Waitwhydidn'thementionthatI'm aNdlovu.ButI

letitslipaside.Orisitbecausehedoesn'tgetalong

withtheNdlovu'sthatwell.Andsincehisfatheris

alsoheremaybetheydonotlikethementionofthat



name.Weneverknow.Theyallsaidit'snicetomeet

us.Everyoneonthetableintroducedthemselves.I

didn'tevengetthechancetograsptheirnames.

Mbangishouldbetheoneto.Theseain'tmyinlaws

anyway.

Imbusise:andI'm Imbusisehisuncle.

Mbangi:Imbu…what?

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:Imbusise.

Mbangi:Imbusise.WaitIknowthatnamefrom

somewhere.

Everyonelookedather.Igaveherthatdon'tyoudare

bitchfaceandhereyespoppedoutbutshe

composedherself.

Mbangi:oohyeah.MeandLonaweretalkingabout

rarenamesyesterdayandshesawyournameon

socialmedia.

Me:yeah.

Them:girlsandsocialmedia.



Wealllaughed.

Shaka'saunt:whatwouldyougirllovetodrink?

Mbangi:Iwillhavethechampagne.

Me:wi…

Imbusise:shewillhavejuice

Whatthefuck.Everyonelookedathim raisingan

eyebrowandhesqueezedmythigh.

Me:yesIwillhavethejuiceplease.

Shenoddedandgaveusourdrinks.Theycontinued

askingMbangiafewquestions.AndIwasn'teven

concentratingnorenjoyingmytimebecauseof

Imbusise.Guyshewasmakingmesofuckenhorny.

Idonotknowhowlonghishandsare.Buthewas

alsorubbingmyclitnow.AndIwaswet.IswearI

willkillImbusiseafterthis.Andhewasactingasif

everythingwasfinebecausehewasinteractingin

theconversationsandlaughingtoo.Iwassavedby

someonecallingme.Hegavemeadeadstare.

Me:sorryIhavetotakeit.

Theynoddedsmiling.Iwalkedawayfrom them to



thepassage.ItwasMandla.Iansweredhim andwe

spokeforafewminutesbeforesomeonesnatched

myphone.IlookedbackanditwasImbusise.Itried

totakemyphonebutheswitchedoffthecalland

placedthephoneinhispocket.Icouldn'teven

scream becausetherewerepeopleatthefront.I

pulledhim intheroom Ilookedwhowasinthe

passageandtherewasnoone.Iclosedthedoorand

lockedit.Hespankedmyass.

Me:Imbusiseaamarn.Canyoupleasestopwhatyou

doing?

Imbusise:aquickieIpromiseitwillonlybefor5

minutes.CelimpunduLina.

{canIhavethepussyLina}

Me:doyoualwaysthinkaboutsexwhenI'm serious.

Imbusise:yourmoresexierwhenyouareseriousdid

youknowthat.

ItriedmybesttonotblushbutIdid.

Imbusise:youlovetemptingme.Whatwereyou

thinkingofcomingtomyhousewearingthatshort



dress.LookatNgconde.

Ilookedathisdickandhehadaboner.

Me:catchacoldshowerImbusise.Iwon'thavesex

withyou.Rememberwepromisedtoneverhaveit

again.I'm marriedforheavenssake.

Imbusise:Idon'tcare.Itain'tmyfaultthatthelord

wantsustomeeteverytime.Thoseshouldbe

sighedtoyouLina.Comeonopenyoureyes.Okay

thistimecanIhavesexinexchangeofyourring.

Ilookedathim withmyeyespoppedoutandhetook

itout.

Me:noyoucan'tbra.

Imbusise:Linatakeitorleaveit.Iwon'tbetheone

explainingtoyourhusband.Wherewillyousayis

yourring?Wentdownthedrain.IzaMampingayour

wastingtime.Justoneroundthenwedone.I

promise,promiseyouthatIwon'tbotheryouagain.

Iclosedmyeyesandliftedupdressedbefore

bendingover.Hetookoffmythongwithhisteeth

andsniffedit.Heplaceditinhispocket.Helicked



mypussyandplacedinhisfinger.Helickedittoo.

Hespankedmyass.Imoaned.

Imbusise:doyoulikeitmamie?

Inoddedsoinnocently.Hesmirked.Hetookouthis

dickgivingmyassamassagetomypussyandIwas

moaningsosoftlyIwantedhim insideofme.Itook

hisdickandpositioneditinmypussy.Heshovedit

in.Iletoutasmallscream.Hestartedonaslow

pace.

Me:fasterdaddyplease.

HelikesitwhenIcallhim daddywhenwehavingsex.

Learnedthatyesterday.Heuppedhispaceandhe

wouldspankmehereandthere.Makingmewant

him togomorefastandrough.

Me:goroughanddeepdaddy.

Heopenedmylegswideandhewentmoredeeper

androugher.Iwasmoaningandpraisinghim atthe

sametimebutnotthatloud.IhatedthatIcouldn't

scream mylungsout.Wefinallyreachedourorgams

andIreleasedalotofthem.Webothtriedtocatch

ourbreathes.Hetookoutwipesinthesidedrawer



andwipedhisdickalsome.

Me:Ihaven'thadenough.

Imbusise:let'sgotoahotel.

Inodded.Ifixedmydressandhair.Madesure

everythingisperfectlyfine.Iwenttogoopenthe

windowssothatthesmellofsexcango.Ipuffedmy

cologne.Ifixedhim toandwewalkedout.

Imbusise:imaaphandabuya.

{waithereI'm coming}

Inodded.Hewalkedtothedinnerroom.

Imbusise:OyiuthiLinaIshouldtellyou…

{Oyi,Linasaid…}

Them:whoisLina?

Thisfool.

Imbusise:banilentombazanadarn?

{what'sthisgirl'sname?}

Them:Lona

Imbusise:yeah.



Theyallburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:butshesaid.Shehadtogo.Shehastogo

totheclient.Therewereafewerrors.Anddon't

worryaboutthem.Shealsosaidsorrytothefamily

forleavingwithoutsayinggoodbye.Itreallywasnice

meetingyouguys.

Theyallspokeatthesametime.

Imbusise:andIgotacallfrom thehospital.Duty

calls.Ihavetoperform asurgery.Itriedtalkingto

them buttheyneedmepersonallyforit.SorrythatI

hadtocutthedinnershort.Butitwasgreatmeeting

youOyimbangi.

MbangisaidsomethingbutIcouldn'thearher.After

aminutehecamebackholdabriefcaseandacoat.I

laughedquietly.Hespankedmyass.Ilookedathim

withmymouthwideopenandhewinked.Igiggled.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTEEN.

~OYIMBANGISTATU~

TosaythattheImbusisethatLonawastalking

aboutisShaka'suncle.It'sjustshocking.Imean.

Yooh.Idon'tevenhavewordsforthissituation.

Imaginenowtheyhavetomeeteverytime?Howwill

sheevenfacehim.Ialreadysawhowuncomfortable

shewas.Imagineonthenextmeetups.BecauseI

won'tbeabletocomeherealone.Shewillhaveto

justforgetabouteverything.ButthanagainIknow

somethinghappenedtothem whentheybothwent

away.Iknowthatthereisnomeetingupwiththe

clientbecauseclientsalwaysreachouttomebefore

Reachingouttoher.AndasforImbusise.Idon't

thinkthereisasurgerytoperform.Phoffthereisn't.I

don'tevenknowwhetherIshouldbehappyabout

thissituationornot.Ihavemixfeelings.ButI'm

mostlyhappy.InmeIpraythatMandlafindsout.

Them getdivorce.Ilegitimatelydon'tloveMandla.



ButI'm supportivebecausemybestfriendishappy.

ButtomeIdon'tlovehim formybestfriend.But

thenagain.ImagineifLonawoulddateImbusise.

Shewillbemyauntinlawnow.Howawkward.And

shespeakssohighlyaboutImbusise.Inawayshe

hasneverdidwithanyone.Thejoyinhereyeswhen

shedoes.WithaguyshemetonFriday.Shenever

evenspokeaboutMandlainthisway.Aftertheyleft

wecontinuedhavingagreattime.Igotachanceto

knoweveryone.Andthem knowme.Anditwas

greatknowingthem all.Theyareafunnybunch.

LateronShakaaskedthatwegotohishousethis

side.Wewentthere.Wetookashowerandcuddled

onthebed.

Shaka:babyisitmebeingforwardandoverthinking

things.Oryoualsoreleasedsomethinghappening

betweenmyuncleandLona.

Ilookedathim.

Me:youthinkthereissomething?Becauseofthem

leavingatthesametime.Them havingtoleavejust

didn'taddup.



Shaka:mypointexactly.AndImbusisecameback

witharingthatlookslikeLona'syesterday.

Me:what?

NowIhavetoact.Ihatelyingtoshaka.Iwanttotell

him everything.ButthenagainifIdo.Whatifshaka

flipsatMandlaandrevealeverythingbecausethey

don'tgetalong.Theymightfightanyday.

Shaka:yeahitreallywas.Sothemarriedwomanmy

unclewastalkingaboutthathehadagreatnight

withyesterdaywasLona.Itaddsupbaby.

Rememberwhenshewasshockedtoseehim when

shegottothedinner.

Inodded.

Shaka:soLonaischeatingonMandla.Nice.

Ilookedathim raisinganeyebrow.

Shaka:relaxIwon'tdoanything.ButthenagainNice.

WhenmyunclesfindoutthatLonaisMandla'swife.

Ncncnc.

Ilookedathim lost.

Shaka:canItrustyou?



Inodded

Shaka:promisetonottellLonaaboutthis.

Wemadeapinkypromise.

Shaka:ItoldyouthatI'm agangsterright.Butnot

thatdeep.

Inodded.Heactuallydid.Terrifiedatfirstbuthe

reassuredmethatI'm insafehands.

Shaka:Mandlaisalsoagangster.

Me:what?!

ThisisactuallythefirsttimeI'm hearingthisandhe

nodded.Lonadoesn'tevenknowsheismarriedtoa

gangster.Iwonderhowwillshefeelwhenshehears

aboutthis.

Shaka:yeah.Sadreality.Lonadoesn'tevenknow.I

triedwarninghertheotherday.Toldhertoleave

whileshestillcan.ButIdon'tthinkshetookitto

heartofwhatIsaid.SheprobablythoughtIwas

blabbering.

Me:nosheneedstoknowaboutthis.Imeanmybest

friendisindanger.



Shaka:don'tworrybaby.I'm guardingher.Don'ttell

her.Itwillseem likeyouwanttheirrelationshipto

endforreal.Ratherletherfindoutherself.PlusI'm

protectingher.

Isighedandnodded.

Shaka:butafewdaysago.Mandlastoleour

merchandise.Butwemanagedtogetitback.Now

myuncleswantrevenge.SotheyknowMandla

recentlygotmarriedbuttheydon'tknowit'sLona.

Nowtheywantedsomeinformationonher.Theyare

actuallyplanningtokidnapher.

Ilookedathim andhenoddedlaughing.

Shaka:nothurtherthough.JusttowarnMandlato

leaveusalone.NowIwanttoseewhatwillhappen

whenImbusisefindsoutthatthegirltheyare

actuallyplanningtokidnapisthegirlheissmitten

about.

Welookedateachotherandburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:Iwon'ttellthem anything.Iwantthem tofind

outwhentheyhavekidnappedher.



Me:yoursofuckenevil.

Shaka:noI'm not.Justwanttoteachthem alesson

todobackgroundchecksonstrangers.

Ishookmyheadandwelaughed.

___

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FOURTEEN.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Me:howdoyoufeelaboutallthis?Yourbestfriend

datingmyuncle?

Oyi:Iseriouslydon'tknowwhattofeelbaby.Apartof

meishappy.Youknow.Justbecausethatshewill

breakupwithMandla.LikeIdon'tlikeMandla.Ican't

pretendto.Ifachancewouldcomeforthem to

break.Iwouldbereallyhappy.ImeanLonadeserves

better.ShedeservesbetterthenMandla.Theway

shewasspeakingaboutImbusiseyesterday.Was

muchmorehighlythenthewayshehaseverspoken

aboutanyguy.Icouldseethejoyinhereyes.How

shespokeabouthim andall.Soiftheywoulddate

seriously.Iwouldbetheirbiggestsupporter.And

you?

Ishookmyheadlookingathersmiling.

Me:youshouldhaveseenmyunclewhenhewas



talkingabouther.Myuncleisnotthebeggingtype.

Andhetoldusthathebeggedher.Heneverspoke

sohighlyaboutgirlsthewayhedidaboutLona.He

wassohappy.Hewasevensmilingbecauseofagirl.

Somethingheneverdoeswithanywoman.Noteven

hisexwife.Soifithappensthattheydate.Iwillbe

morethanhappytosupportthem becausemyuncle

ishappy.Hefinallyfoundhishappyplace.

Shenoddedsmiling.

Oyi:whyarewetalkingasiftheyare?Becausethat

willneverhappen.Lonaloveshersocalledhusband.

Me:yeahright.Butweneverknowwhattoexpect

baby.

Sheshookherheadandgavemeapeck.

Oyi:LonaisbrainwashedbyMandla.Shewouldn't

leavehim foryouruncle.

Me:let'sbet.Iftheyendupbeinginaserious

relationship.Orsomethinghappenstothem.Then

youwillgivemeachild.

Shelookedatmewiththecornerofhereye.I



laughed.

Oyi:that'snotfair.

Me:itis.AndI'm notjokingOyi.Iwantachild.

Oyi:andifIwin.Yourtakingmeoutonthemost

expensivebaecation.OutofsouthAfrica.Andwe

aregoingshopping.IbuyeverythingandanythingI

want.

Ilookedatherandshenoddedlaughing.Webetted

anyway.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Iclosedmyeyesandopenedthem againlookingat

Imbusiseonlytofindhim lookingatmetoo.We

laughed.

Me:Ihatethisbra.

Imbusise:andIloveit.Don'tforgetthatyourtheone

thatwantedustocomehere.Soyoushouldbe

lovingit.

Me:youcan'tpossiblyblameme.Imeanyoushould



finishwhatyoustarted.Yourtheonethatwas

makingmehorny.

Helaughed.Whatabeautifulsight.

Me:youshouldconsiderlaughingmore.Yourmore

handsomewhenyouarelaughingandsmiling.

Hewantedtoblushbuthewashidingit.Igiggled

claimingontopofhim.Iplayedwithhisbeard.He

madehisdickgetin.Iclosedmyeyesandopened

them again.

Me:yourasexfreak.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:itain'tmyfaultthatyoursogooddown

there.I'm notasexfreak.Yourpussymakesme

wanttoinsideofyou24/7.Ialwayssmashandpass

andyouMsmademecomebacktoyoutwice.So

blameyourpussyforbeingthiswarm,welcoming

andtight.

Ismiled.

Me:thisisactuallythefirsttimeamanthatis

complementingmeforbeingsogood



Isaidhuggingandrestingonhisshoulder.Iwas

tellinghim thetruth.Hekissedmyforehead.

Me:Liyolathaisyourdaughter?

SheistheonlypersonImanagedtoknowatthe

table.Maybeit'sbecausesheishisdaughter.

Imbusise:yessheis.

Me:isn'titaproblem toherthatyoumightbedating

someoneyoung.ImeanI'm hermate?

Idon'tknowwhatmademesaythat.ButIdid

anyway.Hesighed.

Imbusise:Istillhavetotalktoheraboutthis.She

knowsthatIhavemyeyesonsomeone.Istillhave

toaskher.ButIwillmakeherunderstand.Imean

mydaughterwantstoseemehappy.I'm sureshe

willunderstandtheagedifference.

Inoddedsmiling.

Imbusise:whatareyouplanningtoleaveyour

husbandforme?

Hesaidinhislowtonelookingatme.Ishookmy

head.



Me:ImbusiseIlovemyhusband.Iwon'tsaywhatwe

doingwasamistake.BecauseIpersonallyenjoyedit.

Itwasthebestexperienceever.ButIlovemy

husband.Ican'tjustleavehim foryou.Plusyourlife

iswaytodangerous.YouraGangsterforfuckssake.

Hesighs.

Imbusise:Iknow.Butmebeingagangsterdoesn't

meanIcan'ttakecareofyou.Ipromiseyouthatmy

darksidewon'taffectyou.

Me:howcanyoubesosure.Surelyyouhavemany

enemies.Youneverknowwhenonewillattack.I

can'taffordtoputmylifeonriskforsomethingI

don'tknow.UmnaImbusise.Pluswelivefarapart.I

meanIliveinDurbanandyouhere.Iwon'tbeableto

dolongdistancerelationship.

Imbusise:sowhatyouaresayingtomeisthat.You

wouldbeinarelationshipwithme?

Ijustkeptquiet.Ididn'tknowhowtoanswertothat.

Imbusise:ndiphenduleLONALINAMANDLA.

{answermeLONALINAMANDLA}



See?Whenhetalksherequiresyoutoobeyhim.His

voicesjustspeaksvolumes.

Me:no…Imeanyes…Idon'tknow.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTEEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Imbusise:let'sratherdropthetopicfornowbecause

Iseeyourstillconfused.Butthankyouforthe

amazingtimeyougaveme.

Ismiledlookingathim.

Me:nothankyoutoyou.Ifyougaveupwewouldn't

beherenow.

Hesmiledandgavemeakisscuppingmyface.We

continuedkissingandIwasmovingmywaist.Helet

goofmyfaceandgavemyassasqueeze.I

wrappedmyhandsaroundhisneck.Wecummed

andtookashower.Woreourclothesandhegave

memyring.Wekissedgoodbyesbeforegoingour

separateways.Iwenttogetthemorningpillbefore

goinghome.LuckilyItoldmyparentsthatIwon'tbe

cominghometonight.Soaftertakingabath.Iwent

tomeetmyclient.Justtodiscussthebasics.And



wearegoingtocourttomorrow.Andcaseslike

thesetaketime.SoaftertomorrowIwillgobackto

DurbanthencomebackwhenIhavetoappealin

courtagain.PlusIhavemorecasesatDurban.Being

alawyerisjusttiring.IwonderhowdoesImbusise

dealwithbeingalawyerandadoctoratthesame

time.Lookatmesittinghereagainthinkingabout

him.Igiggledandshookmyhead.Thatmanis

makingmegocrazyforreal.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IgotathomeafteramorningwellspentwithLina.

WheneverI'm aroundherguys.Shejustmakesme

happy.Sheisjustabreathoffreshair.JustwhatI

need.Butyasokolisamarn.Andumnaandizobendi

cengaokokoko.Ndadikwaklk.

{sheisgivingmeahardtime.AndIwon'tbegthe

wholetime.Ialsogettired}

Iwilljustwaitforhertogetbacktome.Comeback

begging.Orwhenwemeetagainsothatwecan

smash.Andnexttime.Ndam trap.aguys.



{Iwilltrapher}

Iwantkids.Whataboutmylegacy?SurelyLiyolatha

willgetmarriedanduseanotherman'sname.SoI

can'thavethat.Iwantmynametolivefrom

generationtogeneration.SoIneedsons.AndIhave

afeelingthatLinawillgivemethat.WhichiswhyI

willmakesureIgetherpregnantnext.CallmeevilI

don'tcareatall.Itookanothershowerworemy

blacksuitandwhiteshirtalongwithablacktieand

myredbottoms.Linashouldbetheonepreparingall

ofthesethingsformenooneelse.Sheshouldbe

theonefixingmytietellingmehowhandsomeIam.

ImightbeoldbutIwillneverstopflexing.Igotdone

andItookmybriefcaseandmyBentleycarkeys.I

walkeddownstairs.Tookabananabeforegoingto

thegarage.IdroveofftothehighCourt.Gotinand

wewerejustabouttostart.ItwastoughthoughbutI

managedtopullthroughformyclientlikeiusually

do.IwalkedoutandmybrothersandShakawere

standingbymycar.Isalutedthem.

Shaka:ItoldyouguysIknewthatringfrom

somewhere.



Welaughed.

Shaka:howdidyouevenmanagetoherLona.Imean

aa.Lonaisahardnuttocrack.Shewouldnever

cheatonherhusbandcomparedtohowsheloves

him.

Ishrugged.

Me:everygirlhasitsWeakspotkwedini.Itain'tmy

faultthatImanagedtoknowhersandwonher.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Lindile:therewasdefinitelynomeetingupwith

clientsyesterday.Iknowyouguyswereupto

something.

Me:mostdefinitely.Ievenhadtothreatenherforher

pussy.Butsinceshewasdesperateforherringwe

endeduphavingaquickie.Buzawathini?

-askwhatshesaid?

Them:wathini?

-whatdidshesay?

Me:shewantedmetofinishwhatIstartedatahotel.



TheylookedatmesurprisedandIshookmyhead

laughing.SeeIloveflexing.It'salwaysthebest

feelingever.

Them:lekaka

Me:thereisnomarriedwomanthatIcan'thave

accesstothatIwant.

Shaka:Idon'twanttobelikeyou

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:thendon'tqhakwedini.Lindelenjedibananaye

again.Kuzonyiwabecausendizom spathisa

{I'm onlywaitingforustomeetagain.It'sgoingto

getdownbecauseI'm goingtomakeherpregnant.}

Them:ImbusiseHai

{Imbusiseno}

Me:yintoni?

{what}

Them:Hai

{no}



Ijustlookedawayhummingamelody.Theyknow

forafactthatI'm seriouswhichiswhytheyare

warningme.ButIdon'tcare.Iwillgetherpregnant

qha.Byfirebyforce.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTEEN.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:let'sdropthetopicbecauseweallknowIwon't

listentoyouguys.Didyougettheinformation?

Henodded.

Shaka:Isendittoyouguysbyemail.

Me:Iwon'tbeabletohandleeverything.

Mybrothers:metoo.

Anethemba:giveittotheguysandtellthem to

kidnapher.Andbringhertothewarehouse.

Shaka:whichone?

Us:Durban

Henoddedandmadethecall.

Shaka:theywillbeonitrightaway.

Lindile:whenareyougoingback?



Shaka:tomorrowafternoonwheno'Oyiarealso

going.

Wenodded.

Me:wewillcomethatsideafterthekidnappinghas

beenmade.Westillhavetorunafewerrandsbefore

going.Wecan'tjustleave.

Henodded.

Shaka:Iwillmakesurethepenthouseispreparedfor

youguys.

Wenodded.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:aaMandlanotnow.I'm tiredbaby.

Isaidgivinghim apeck.

Mandla:kodwankosikazi.It'sbeenawhilesincewe

lastsaweachother.

{butmywife…}

Me:IknowbabyandIwantusto.ButI'm reallytired



orinthemorning.

Hesighedandnodded.Wekissedbeforecuddlingto

sleep.AnotherthingwhyIdon'twantustohavesex

it'sbecauseImbusisewrippedmeapartsoIjust

figuredmaybeifIwouldn'tgettosleepwithMandla

mypussywillatleast…whatam Ievensaying

becausethatisdefinitelyoneofthemost

impossiblethingstodo.EishImbusiseandhisgood

dick.IsleptanywayandIwokeupinthemorning

beforemyalarm evenrang.Mandlawasalsoawake.

Me:Hey

Isaidgivinghim apeck.

Mandla:sewuvukile?

{yourawake?}

Inoddedyawning.

Me:can'tsleep.

Henodded.Wekissedandwehadmorningglory.

Butwasn'tsatisfying.Itwasjustplainoldsex.He

doesn'tevendotheforeplay.Iwasn'tevenwetyet.

Itwasjustsexnothingspecial.



Me:soIwasthinkingofmovingclosertomywork

place.

Mandla:why?

Me:babyhavingtodrive2hourseverydayandback.

It'sjusttotiring.Ican'ttakeitanymoreumna.

Mandla:theonlysolutiontothatproblem isforyou

togetadriver.Iwillhavenowifeoffminethatwill

livefar

Isighedandlookedathim.

Me:Idon'twantadriverMandla.Adriverisjusta

wasteofmoney.Lookattheadvantagesofthis

baby.Youalsoworknearmyworkplace.Sowhen

youtired.Youcanalwaysdropby.Youalwayscome

backhometiredmylovesowhenit'smyturnforyou

tospendthenight.Youwon'tbedrivinglong

distance.

Hesighed.

Mandla:yourright,butIwillstillhavetothinkaboutit

Inoddedsmilingandgavehim apeckbefore

walkingtothebathroom.Itookashowerandwent



totheroom again.HewasbusywithhisiPad

meaninghischeckinghisworkstuff.Igotdone

lotioningandIworemyblacktrousersandawhite

skirtwithmypencilheels.Ididmymakeupbefore

kissinghim goodbye.Iwenttoworkandthefirst

thingIdidwastobuymuffinsformyselfandcoffee.

WenttotheofficeandMbangiwasalreadythere.

Sheisalwaysearly.Shejustdoesn'tlovetraffic.

Mbangi:youlooktired.

Inoddedandsatdowneatingmymuffins.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatshitMandlawasdoingtoday.

Shelookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.

Me:hissexgameisjustwaytoboringfriend.It

doesn'thavethatthinganymore.

Sheburstoutlaughing.

Mbangi:nowthat'swhatyougetforcheating.You

getusedtothegooddickthattheoldoneisboring.

Imbusisedidaverygoodjob.

SheclappedherhandsandIlookedather.

Me:I'm seriousMbangi.Ican'thavethat.Hewillalso



seethatI'm notenjoyingitanymore.AndIwantto

enjoyit.

Mbangi:whatwillyoudothen?Reversethetimeand

makesureyounevermetImbusisebecausehegot

youintrouble.

Me:webothknowIcan'tdothat.

Mbangi:thansimplytellhim hissexgameisboring.

Ilookedatherandweburstoutlaughing.

Me:Iwilljustbeinsultinghim.Iwillbeburstinghis

egoandselfesteem.IwillneversaythatMbangi.I

willjustgetusedtoitlikeIwasatfirst.

Sheshookherhead.

Mbangi:hopefullyyouwillbecausethereisonlyone

Imbusise.Andyoubettermakeachoice.

Me:whatchoice?

Mbangi:ifyouwantImbusiseorMandla.Youcan't

keeponcomparingthe2.

Me:IwantMandla.

Mbangi:thenstopcomparinghim toImbusise.They



willneverbethesame.

Isulkedeatingmymuffinlookingatherandshe

smiled.

Mbangi:nowIseewhyImbusiseisheadoverheals

withyou.Youlooksocute.

Iblushedandwegiggled.Afteradaywellspentat

theoffice.Itwasfinallytimetogohome.SoIjust

packedmybagsandwalkedoutafterlockingthe

door.Mbangiwaslonggone.Shakacametopick

herup.Idon'tknowwheretheyaregoing.I'm not

thatnosey.AsIwasplacingmybagsatthebackof

mycar.Someoneplacedaclothonmynoseand

mouth.Itriedfightingthatperson.Buthewasway

toostrongtothepointwhereIcollapsed.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTEEN.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:bro'sezintwanazithiziyibambilelawaika

Mandla

{theseboyssaytheyhaveMandla'swife}

Isaidtomybrothers.

Anethemba:Masiyeniphamajita.

{let'sgothereguys}

Me:yeahsendiyilungisileprivatejet.Soyaphangoku

ngo8.

{ihavealreadyfixedtheprivatejet.Wewillforthere

at8}

Lindile:andivirstaniwhySiyaphamajitakodwa

Asozomenzantolamthana.

{Idon'tunderstandwhywearegoingthereguysbut

wewon'tdoanythingtoher}



Anethemba:mustsibephaklkguy.Sothatsibeno

dibanaNalachapMandlasim xelelebamakangasi

cukumezisizihleleleorsizoyenzamorethenjust

kidnappinghiswife.

{it'samustforustobethere.Sothatwecanmeet

Mandlaandtellhim tostopbotheringuswhilewe

arestillchilled.Orwewilldoworsethenjust

kidnappinghiswife.}

Iagreedwithhim andLindilenodded.

Me:hasShakafixedthepenthouse?

Anethemba:yeah.Uthebacleanerbiphanamhlanje.

{hesaysthecleanerwastheretoday}

Wenodded.

Lindile:letmegoandpackmystuffsolong.Wewill

meetattheairportat8then.

Wenoddedandwefistbumpedbeforetheyboth

wentout.Anethembaalsohadtogoandpackhis.I

fixedmyfilesbutIwasjustdoingeverythingwrong.

Idon'tknow.Mymindwasn'there.Iwasjust

thinkingaboutLina.Idon'tknowwhy.Ican'teven



contactherbutI'm longingtohearhervoice.Her

touchesandall.Idon'tknowwhyisuddenlythought

abouther.Thatgirlmusthavebewitchedme.Inever

thoughtaboutawomanthewayIam rightnow.I

sighedandjustpackedmybagsbeforegoingout.

~OYIMBANGISTATU~

IwasatShaka'splacepreparingdinnerforhim.He

wasupstairsdoingwhatever.Hecamedown

wearingjustshortandsocks.Ichuckled.Idon't

knowwhybuthisalwayslikethatwhenwearein

doors.

Me:youwillcatchacoldman.Goandwearaveston

top.

Heshookhisheadsmiling.

Shaka:Idon'twantto.Don'tyoulikeseeingyourman

likethis.

Irolledmyeyessmiling.

Shaka:startedfrom todayonwards.Yourwearingmy

t-shirtswhenyourhereonly.



Hesaidhuggingmefrom thebackliftinguphist-

shirtwhichIwaswearing.Ashewasabouttotake

ofmyg-stringIstoppedhim giggling.

Me:ShakaI'm stillcookinghere.Youcan'tevendo

quickiesbecauseyoualwayswanttobeinside.

Welaughed.

Shaka:youknowhowmuchIlovethatnjenababy.

Ishookmyheadandturnedaround.Iwrappedmy

handsaroundhisneckandhegrabbedmyass

kissingme.Whilestillatit.Myphonerang.Hedidn't

wanttostopbutIstoppedhim.Ilookedatthecaller.

ItwasMandla.IshowedittoShakaandheraised

andeyebrow.

Me:Mandla?

Isaidansweringthecall.

Mandla:Sawbona.Haven'tyouseenLona?Ihave

beentryingtocallherbutsheisn'tanswering.SoI

wantedtoaskifsheisanywherenearyou?

Me:noIleftherattheoffice.Sheshouldbebackby

now.Becauseweknockoffat4.



Mandla:okaythankyou.

Me:shouldIbeworried?

Mandla:no.Iwillgodownthereandcheckwhat's

goingon.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Iwassittingintheroom coveredwithasack.Tied

uptoachairwonderingwhatam doinghere?Iwas

scaredatthesametimeto.ImeanIdon'tevenknow

whatthesegangsterhaveonme.ButwhatIwas

prayingforthemostisthatnothingbadhappensto

meandImakeitoutalivehere.That'stheonlything

Ithoughtoff.Iwasevenshakinginthisseat.Ihad

notearsleftinmeeven.Icouldn'tcryanymore

becauseIcriedenoughwhenIwasbroughthere.I

wasstillscaredwhenIfeltthedooropening.I

couldn'thelpbutbescaredmore.Imbusise.That

namejustpoppedoutinmymind.Idon'tknowwhy.

Butmyheartwasalsobeatingfast.Iwasfivetoo

from peeingonmyself.

:hereissheboss.



:okaythankyou

Thoseweremanlyvoices.

:yemajitaayifitlewaiineluck.alakakuMandla

{guysthisgirlisfitMandlaislucky}

WaitIknowthatvoicefrom somewhere.

:HaiHaikwedini.Theningokusewufunabanthuaba

tshatileyoqha?

{nonoboy.Whydoyouwantmarriedwomanonly

now?}

:youwantedtomentionLinaon…

Me:Imbusise!!?

Iknew,Iknewthatvoicefrom somewhere.Inablink

ofaneyesomeonetookoffthesack.Itreallywas

him.HelookedatmeshockedandIlookedathim all

angrilysquinting.

Imbusise:haibobaby.Linafunantoniapha?

{Linawhatdoyouwanthere?}

Iwasjustangrytoevenanswertohim.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTEEN

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

TosayIhavebeenthinkingaboutherthewholeday.

Onlytofindherhereisjustoverwhelming.Ican't

believethatsheisrighthereinfrontofme.How

happyam toseeher.Faithreallyseemstobe

workingonmyfavor.Andwantingustogether.

Theseshouldbesincemarnaa.Butagainwhatis

shedoinghere?

Me:Lina

Isaidafteruntyingher.Shelookedatmeangry.I

triedtouchingherfacebutshebitmyhand.

Lindile:therehastobeamistakehere.Funantoni

wenaLonaapha?

{whatareyoudoinghereLona?}

Lina:Ishouldbeaskingyouguysthat!Whatthefuck

am Idoinghere.Thishadsomethingtodowithyou

right?IknowyourbehindthisImbusise.Youloveme



thatwaythatyouendedupkidnappingme.Ithought

weendedwhateverwehadbetweenusalongtime

ago.SeewhyIdidn'twanttogobacktoyouagain.I

knewyouweregoingtodosomethingstupid.What

wasIthinkingofgettinginvolvedwithyou.Knowing

prettywellyouragangster.Ishouldhavewaitedfor

this.

Me:Lina…

Lina:don'tfuckenLiname.Justfuckentakeme

home!!

IcalmedmyselfdownbecauseIdidn'twanttoshow

hermyotherside.

Me:KG!!

Kg:boss?

Hesaidrunningin.

Me:whatisshedoinghere?

Kg:bossthisisMandla'swifetheonewhoyousaidI

shouldkidnap.

Us:Mandla'swife?!



KGnodded.

Kg:yesboss.SheisMandla'slastwife.Theoneyou

wanted.

WelookedatLinashockedandshelookedatus

squinting.

Me:waityourmarriedtothatbustard?

Lina:yeah.Andhisnotabustard.

Me:whydidn'tyoufuckentellme?

Mybrothers:thisisfuckedupbra.Dounderstand

thatyousleptwithourenemy'swife?

Icouldn'teventhinkproperly.Icouldn'tbelievethat

sheismarriedtotheoneandonlyMandla.

Lina:whatdoyoumeanenemy.

Me:justcallshaka.

Theynodded.

~MANDLANDLOVU~

IcalledmymenasIsawthatLinawasmissing.



Becausethedoorofhercarwaswideopen.Her

thingswereonthefloor.Ineverwantedhertofind

outthiswaythatI'm agangster.NeitherdidIwant

hertobeinvolvedinmydodgyside.Mymengother

andtheystartedinvestigating.

Jj:kyk.Therearecamerashere.

{look…}

Welookedatwherehewaslooking.Andthereally

werecamerashere.

Me:hackthesystem andseethecarthattoher.And

trackitdown.

TheynoddedbeforedoingwhatIsaidtheyshoulddo.

Myphonerang.Ilookedatthecaller.Itwas

MaNkabayi.IignoredherasIstillwasworriedabout

mywifehere.Theycansolvethemselvesout.As

longasIgetmywifeintimebeforesomethingbad

happenstoher.Iwantnothingin

LONALINAMANDLA.Ilovehersomuch.

Jj:wegotitboss.ItistheSTOKWEs

Me:what?!



Theynodded.

Jj:yesboss.

Me:hacktheirwarehousedown.Iwanttoknow

whereitis.Youneverknowwhattoexpectfrom

thosemotherfuckers.Iwantmywifekickingand

alive.Nobruisesorstretchesonher.

Theynodded.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Imbusise:IswearLinaonmymother'sgrave.IfI

knewitwasyou.Iwouldn'thaveallowedthem to

continuewiththekidnapping.

Me:don'tyoucheckuponpeopleyoukidnapp?

Itwasjustthe2ofusnow.Hisbrothersgaveus

space.

Imbusise:Ialwaysdo.ButIwaswaytobusytocheck

uponMandla'snewwife.Whohappenedtobeyou.

Me:butstill.Whenyouapproachedmedidn'tyou

knowthatI'm Mandla'swife?



Heshookhisheadandrubbeditfrustratedly.

Imbusise:Iwouldhaveapproachedyoufrom the

beginningLina.Ijustsawabeautifulyoungwoman

umnaqha.Ididn'tcarewhoyoumarriedtoandall.

Me:andwhatdoyoumeanbysayingyouandMandla

areenemies?

Imbusise:don'tyouknow?

Me:knowwhat?

Imbusise:youreallydon'tknow?

Hechuckled.

Imbusise:MandlaisalsoagangsterLina.Don'tyou

know?

Ilookedathim shocked.

Imbusise:henevertoldheis.Wow.

Heshookhishead.Ijustsattheredeepinmy

thoughts.Thinkingaboutwhathejustsaid.Mandla

isafuckengangster?I'm marriedtoagangster.I

startedbreathingheavily.NotbelievingthatIam.

HowcanInotseethesigns.Shakaoncewarnedme



abouthim.AndIthoughthewasjustblabbering.But

hiswasactuallytalkingthetruth.HowthefuckdidI

missthis?

Imbusise:areyoufine?

InoddedandIwipedmytears.Ican'tbemarriedtoa

gangster.NoIcan't.Irefuseto.

Me:pleasetakemehome.

Heshookhishead.

Me:justtakemethefuckhomeImbusise!!

Imbusise:Idon'twantto!!Idon'tokay?!Youwon'tgo

home!

Me:why!!?

Imbusise:becauseIsayso.Youwillstayheretill

yourhusbandcomes!!

Me:takemehomeImbusise!!!

Isaidbeatinghim up.HeletmebetillIbrokedown

onhischest.Whatwasmakingmecrynow.Wasme

marriedtoagangster.ImeanIplacedmylifeonrisk.

Justnow.Igotkidnappedbecauseofhim.What



next?NoIhavetoleavehim.Ican't.Ijustcan't.He

gavemeatighthugwithhislipsagainstmy

forehead.Ifinallycalmeddown.Iwipedmytears.I

triedtogetofhisgrid.Buthejustheldme.

Me:Imbusiseletmego.

Isaidlookingathim straightintheeye.Heshookhis

headandgavemeapeck.Welookedateachother

forawhile.Withoutevenblinking.Iclosedmyeyes

andgavehim apeckholdingthesideofhisface

withmyhand.Hesuckedmybottom LipandIheld

ontothetopone.Wefirstkissedslowly.Asalways

hewastouchingmeallovermybody.Onething

abouthim isthathistouche.AndIwaslovingevery

secondofthis.Istartedtounbottenhisshirt.And

wasdoingthesamething.Heliftedmeupand

walkedtowardsthewall.Wewerenowbothnaked.

HeplacedhishandonmyhunnypotandfeltthatI

wasalreadyin.Heenteredinfulllengthwithout

warning.Igaspedlettinggoofhislips.

Imbusise:lookatmeMamie.

Hesaidthrustingslowly.AndIwasalsomoaning



softly.Therearepeoplehereremember.Iopened

myeyeslookingathim.Iknewbetterthantonot

lookathim.Wesharethemostpreciouseyecontact.

Ilovetheeyecontactthemost.Itlet'smeknow

moreaboutthefeelingshefeels.Howhefeelsabout

this.Andall.Hestartedtogofasteranddeeper.He

wasgroaningtalkingintonguesandIwasjust

moaninghisnameenjoyingthepleasure.Hewas

alsoliftingmeupthewall.AndIstretchinghischest.

Hewillsurelyhavearedchestwhenwedonehere.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETEEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Iwasdrawingcirclesonhischest.Wewerenow

downonthesmallbedthatwasintheroom.Deepin

mythoughtsthinkingaboutMandla.Istillcan't

believehisagangsterit'sunbelievable.Butthanksto

Imbusise.Hehelpedmeforgetabouthim forafew

minutes.Withthegoodsexandall.AndIappreciate

it.Ireallyneededhim withhisgooddick.Ifelteyes

piercingthroughmyskin.Ilookedupandhewas

staringatmesmiling.Ialsosmiledlookingathim.

Me:youweirdBusise.Yourreallyarecreepy.

Imbusise:thereisnothingwrongatstaringatyou.

I'm justadmiringyourbeauty.

Ismiled.

Me:Ican'tbelieve.I'm yethereagain.

Hesmiledandmademelayontopofhim.



Imbusise:phakamanjekancincisthandwaSam.

{getupjustalittlebitmylove}

Ididandherestedcomfortably.

Imbusise:lalake

{sleepthen}

Idid.Iheldontohim.

Me:daddy.

Imbusise:Mamie?

Ilookedathim andwelaughed.Igavehim apeck.

Hekissedmyforehead.Bestthingintheworld.I

loveforeheadkisses.Theyjustmakemehappy.

Me:doesmesleepingoutsidemymarriagemakeme

abadperson?

Imbusise:Ican'ttellyouthat.BecauseIwilljustsay

no.SinceIlovebeingwithyou.Yourheartknowsthe

rightthing.Don'tyouenjoybeingwithme?

Me:Ido.Morethanever.Ilovespendingmytime

withyou.



Hesmiled.

Imbusise:metoo.Sowhat'sthenextstep?

Ishrugged.

Me:Idon'tknow.Butit'snousesayingtoyouthatwe

shouldn'tsmashwhenwemeetbecauseyoualways

findawayforusto.

Imbusise:likeIsaidtheotherday.Itain'tmyfault

thatyoutastethatgood.That'swhatkeepsme

comingtoyou.Ican'tresistyou.Youreallyaremy

happyplace.

Igiggledholdinghim tightly.

Me:let'ssleep.I'm drained.Wewilltalkinthe

morningnow.

Henodded.Wekissedbeforehecovereduswiththe

sheetthatwashere.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Oyi:Mandlasayshecan'tfindLona,Shaka.Whatif

somethinghappenedtoher.Ineedtogo.



Iheldherback

Me:babycalm down.

SheshookherheadandImadeherdobreathing

exercises.

Me:nothingwillhappentoLona.Sheisinsafehands.

Calm down.

Oyi:wha…ooh.Youguyshaveher.

Inodded.

Me:that'swhatIhavebeentryingtosaytoyoufor

thepastfewminutesbaby.Wehaveherandsheis

safe.

Shesighedinrelief.

Oyi:thisscaredme.Whydidn'tyoutellmebefore?

Shesaidpunchingmychest.

Me:ouch

Ipretendedtobeinpaintogiveherthesatisfaction

tothinkthatshebeatmehard.I'm sureallmendo

this.Imeanwomenhavesmallfists.Sowehaveto

pretendtobeinpainwhentheybeatusup.Le



gender.Sheclickedhertonguelookingatme.

Oyi:whatifIhadaheartattackhere?

Me:butbaby…

Sheshowedmeherfist.Iplacedtheindexfingeron

mymouth.Myphonerang.Itookitoutofmypocket

andcheckedthecaller.Itwasmyfather.

Me:tayma?

{dad}

Anethemba:kazaphawarehousekwedini

{cometothewarehouse}

IlookedatOyiandshewasalsolookingatme.

Me:why?

Anethemba:v'tsekizakwedini

{comeboy}

Me:sho.Givemeanhourorless.

Anethemba:hour?…oohokay,okaysho.

Welaughed.HedisconnectedandIplacedmy

phoneaway.



Me:baby

Oyi:hamba

{go}

Iheldherbutsheyankedmeoffher.Ilockedherin

myArmsafterplacingherontopofthecounter.She

triedgettingdownbutshecouldn'tbecauseIwas

holdingher.

Me:baby

Oyi:ndithehambashaka

{Isaidgo,Shaka}

Ishookmyheadandshoveinmydick.Shecouldn't

evenfeelthatIrippedherthongalongtimeago.She

gaspedlookingatme.Yeahguysithappenedonthe

foodcounter.2rounds.Afterthat.Ipickedherupin

bridalstyleandwenttoourroom.Imadeabubble

bathforherbeforeplacingherinit.

Me:Ihavetogobaby.Iloveyouokay?

Shenoddedsmiling.

Oyi:Iloveyoutoo.



Wekissed.

…

…

Lindile:whydidn'tyoutellusthatLonaisMandla's

husband?

Ilaughed.

Me:justwantedtoteachu'tancialessontoalways

dobackgroundchecksonstrangers.Youdon'tgo

aroundsmashingpeoplebyjustseeingthem.

Wealllaughed.

Me:uphingoku?

{whereishenow?}

Theychuckledandshooktheirheadssmiling.

Me:hedidn't.

Them:ziztonganjekwedini.

{it'sjustmoansboy}

Me:hehe

Weburstoutlaughing.



Lindile:nowthatheheardthatsheisMandla'swife.I

don'tthinkhewillstop.Hemightevengoonwith

makingherpregnant.

Us:youthink?Hewill.YoohImbusisethixowam.

{myGod}

Weburstoutlaughing.

Lindile:Iwasagainstitatfirst.ButIdon'tmindeven

ifhedoesnow.

Welaughed.

_______________

Notedited



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTY.

~MANDLANDLOVU~

Jj:wefoundthewarehouseboss.

Inodded.

Me:gettheteam ready.Wegoingthere.

Henoddedandhewenttotheteam Istayedbehind

andpolishedmyguns.Theyalsocameandstarted

polishingtheirs.Igotthehundredthcallfrom my

wives.Ichosetoanswerthistime.

Me:MaGumede.I'm stillbusywhyareyouguyslike

this.YouknowMampingaismissing.

MaDlamini:baba.

Me:MaDlaminikhulumaphela?

(talk)

MaDlamini:uMaGumedeusesbedlelenathi…

(MaGumedeisattheHospitalwealso…)



Me:ini?

(what?)

Madlamani:yebobaba.Uzobeleka.

(yes.Sheisgoingtogivebirth)

Isighedandswitchedoffthecall.

Me:postponethisfortomorrowmorning.Ihaveto

gotothehospitalnow.

Theynodded.

Me:makesuretheydonotmoveherfrom there.And

makesureeverythingisreadyforTomorrow

morning.Everysinglegunfullofbullets.

Theynodded.IwalkedoutandIdroveoftothe

hospital.WhilestillatitIgotacallfrom Mbangi.I

sighedbeforeanswering.

Mbangi:didyoufindher?

Me:yesIdid.Itoldyouthereisnothingtoworry

about

Mbangi:justtellhertocallmethen.



Thischild.

Me:sheissleepingfornow.ButIwilltellhertoget

backtoyouinthemorning.

Mbangi:okay.

Shedisconnected.IgottothehospitalandIwalked

in.MaNkabayiwaswaitingformeatthereceptionist

area.Webothwalkedinandtheywerestillbusywith

MaGumede.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Me:wewillseewhathappensastimegoesby.

Theynodded.JustthanImbusisecamebywearing

hist-shirt.Weburstoutlaughinglookingathim.He

laughedtoopouringwhiskeyforhimself.

Us:whyareyouactinglikeateenagerman?

Hejustchuckledandsatdown.

Imbusise:ifenjoyingmyyouthmakesmebeacting

likeateenagerthensobeit.Iwannabelikethisfor

ever.BecausedamnI'm happy.



Hesaidsmiling.Weshookourheadssmilingto.

Me:youdoknowthatsheisyourenemy'swiferight?

Henodded.

Imbusise:Iknowandthat'swhatmademelikeher

evenmore.

Weshookourheads.

Anethemba:sowhat'sthewayforwardsincesheis

ourenemy'swife?

Imbusise:Iwillcontinuehavingwhatihavewithher

behindhisbackifso.

Lindile:soyouain'tgoingtotryandruintheir

marriage?

Heshookhisheadsmiling.Welaughedlookingat

eachotherbecauseweknowhislying.

Imbusise:IwilljustcontinuewithwhatIhavealways

hadinmind.Makingherpregnant.IfIhaven'talready.

Hewentdownonhischairandweburstout

laughing.

Me:thatwillsurelyruinhim man.



Imbusise:that'sanotherreasonbehindmewanting

tomakeherpregnantassoonaspossible.Apart

from ussharingaspecialgiftfrom God.

Weshookourheads.

Me:youdoknowifshehappenstoforgiveMandla

forbeingagangster.Shemightsaythechildis

Mandla'sandnotyours.

Imbusise:that'sanotherproblem.Qhalachapover

50marnyekileubafertile.Meaningthechildwillbe

mine.Shemightpinthechildonhim butthefactwill

stillremainthatthechildismine.Andthetruth

alwayscomeout.Notforgettingthatnoonewillnot

givemeaccesstomychild.

{Butthatmanisover50hisnotfertileanymore…}

Welookedathim andshookourheads.Hehas

everythingundercontrol.Iwonderhowdoeshethink

aboutallofthesethings.Healwayshasplansin

mind.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~



Imbusise:fuckthatwasmindblowing.

Hesaidsmilinglookingatme.Ialsosmiled.Hejust

gavememorningglory.Anditwasthebestfuck.

Me:reallywas.

Imbusise:let'sgobacktosleep.I'm tired.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:allweeverdidwashavesex.Iwantustoknow

eachothermoreumna.

Imbusise:lajola?

(arewedating?)

Thewayhesaiditwasjustfunny.Weburstout

laughing.

Me:whatever.Ijustwantustoknoweachother

morethanwedophysically.

Henoddedsmiling.Hegavemeapeck.

Imbusise:sowhatdoyouwishtoachieveinthenext

5-10years?

Wecuddled.



Me:soeversinceIstartedworking.Ihavebeen

savingmoneyyabo?

(yousee?)

Me:sohopefullyinthenext10years.Iwouldliketo

ownmyownLawFirm.LikethatswhatI'm pushing

forthemosthavingmyownLawfirm.

Imbusise:youcanachievethateveninthenext5

years.Ifyouaredeterminedaboutit.

Me:youthink?

Imbusise:Iknow.Lookwhatdoyoumostlydowith

yourmoney?

Me:Idon'tspenditonmuch.Isendmyparentsa

monthlyallowance.Likeit'samustformetobuy

clotheseverymonthandsomeshoes.Justachange

inmywardrobe.QuarterofmysalarygoesforTax.

Yeahandforfuel.Payingformycar.Yeahthat's

aboutitfornow.Alsoinsuranceandothersmall

expenses.

Imbusise:groceries?

Me:manIcan'tcook.



HelookedatmeshockedandInoddedlaughing.

Imbusise:firstturnoffbyyoubra.

Ilaughedandnodded.

Me:andthatwillneverchange.Iwon'tstartcooking

justbecauseamansaidso.Ifyouhaveaproblem

thenfindsomeonewhowillcookforyou.Orleave

mealone.

Imbusise:ifyoucan'tcookwhataboutkids?

Me:firstofallIdon'thavecompassion.

Welaughed.

Me:butsomeday.SomedayIwouldliketohave2or

3kids.MaybeImightchangeandhavecompassion.

PlusIwantboys.Mostlytwincutelittleboys.

Hesmilednodding.HetoldmehowIcansavemore

moneythenthemoneyIsaveandItookhisadvice

sham.

Imbusise:in5yearstime.Iwouldliketoremarry

again.IalreadyhaveeverythingIwant.ButIneeda

wifenowwhowillgiveme5boys.



Me:5?!

HenoddedandIalsonoddedgiggled.

Imbusise:Ialsowantboys.Notgirls.Yeahthat's

whatIwouldliketoachieveinthenext5years.

Maybealsoexpendmyhospitalandbusiness.

Inoddedsmiling.Wekissed.

:wherethefuckismywife?!

Followedbygunshots.Iquicklyjumpedasthatwas

Mandla'svoice.IlookedatImbusiseandhewasso

fuckenchilledlookingathisnails.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYONE.

~OYIMBANGISTATU~

Afteratakingabath.Iwenttodishupformyself.I

knewShakawasn'tcominganytimesoon.So

waitingforhim willjustbeawasteoftime.SoIate

myfoodandplacedtheleftfoodincontainers.Igot

doneandIwashedthedishesImade.Iwent

upstairsandtookofhisgown.Iworehispyjamas.I

don'tknowwhyhehadthem becausehedoesn't

wearthem.IwentbackdownstairsandIswitched

offallthelightsandmadesurethatthedoorswere

locked.Iwentbackbackupstairs.Ibrushedmy

teethbeforegoingtobed.Don'tbesurprisedguys.I

alsodowhenIsleep.Lonawastheonethatmade

medothis.Sincewewereinhighschool.Itookmy

phoneandcalledLona.Iknewhewaslying.Ifhe

foundLonashewouldhavelongcontactedmeby

now.AnywayIslept.Inthemiddleofthenight.Ifelt

coldhandstouchingme.ItwasShaka.Itwashis



cologne.Hemademesleepontopofhim andI

snuggledcomfortablyonhim.Hekissedmy

forehead.

Shaka:ndakuthandaMaStatu.

(IloveyouMaStatu)

…

…

Me:Shaka.

Shaka:Oyi?

Me:hasMandlafoundLonayet?

Heshookhishead.Ichuckled.

Shaka:what'swrong?

Me:Iknewhewaslying.

Helookedatmewaitingformetocontinuetotalk

withaspooninhismouth.Hewaseatingmyyogurt.

Iwipedhemouthsincetherewasalittlebitofyogurt

onit.

Me:Icalledhim yesterdayyouknow.Tonotmake



thingssuspiciousthatImightknowsomething.

Henodded.

Me:soIaskedwhetherifhehasfoundLonaandhe

saidyes.Sheissleeping.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:maybehewastryingtomakeyounottopanic.

Inodded.

Me:Idefinitelyam abadperson.

Shaka:whatmakesyouabadperson?

Me:ImeanIknewmybestfriendwasgoingtobe

kidnapped…

Shaka:byhersideguy.

Ilookedathim andweburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:younotabadpersonbaby.Wejustteaching

Imbusisealessonherenothingmorenorless.Plus

sheissafe.Sheisn'tevencryingwheresheisnow.

Sheisontopofhernewman'schest.

Me:youlie.



Shaka:istrue.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:theyhadsexagain?

Shaka:thewholenightwhenImbusisesawher.That

guydoesn'thaveachill.Andhe'splanningon

makingherpregnantifhehasn't.

Me:Shaka

Iwarnedandhelaughednodding.Ilookedathim

shocked.

Shaka:wetriedtalkingtohim butImbusisedoes

whathewantstodo.

Ican'tbelievethisandwejustlaughed.

~MANDLANDLOVU~

MaGumedegavebirthtoaboyandIwassohappy

whenshedid.Itgotmymindofafewthings.Andwe

decidedtonamehim Luphelo.Becausehisourlast

bornnow.OnlyMampingaislefttogivemechildren.

Talkingabouther.Ineedtogetherback.Iwentto



mycarafterchangingmyclothes.Ihopesheisfine.

Igottothewarehouseandtheboyswerethere.

Me:Ihopeeverythingisready?

Theynodded.

Me:let'sgetgoing.Weneedtogettherebeforethey

hurtmywife.

Theynodded.Theywenttoloadofeverythinginthe

car.IgaveJjmycarkeysandhedroveinmycarto

thewarehousehouse.Theotherswerejustfollowing

behindus.Wegotthereandweshottheguards.

Morecameandtheycoveredmewhileitwasshoot

outside.Jjcameinwithme.2oftheSTOKWE

brotherswerehere.Theylookedatmepointingtheir

guns.Ialsotookoutmine.

Me:Icameheretotakemywife.

Theylaughed.Theylookedateachotherandthey

spokewiththeireyes.Theybothnoddedatthesame

time.

Anethemba:Seconddooronyourleftupstairs.Call

usifyouneedanyCPR.Surelyyouwillneeditwith



thatweakheartofyours.

Ilookedatthem raisinganeyebrowandtheyjust

laughed.IsaidtoJjheshouldstayhere.Iwalked

upstairs.Theguardsthatwereonthestaircasejust

letmebe.IgotupstairsandIcheckedeverydoor.

Me:Whereismyfuckenwife?!

Ishotup.Iwasbecomingimpatientnow.Ihaven't

checkedtheroom theysaidIshouldcheck.Ithought

theywerejustplayingwithme.Ishottheknob

beforekickingthedooropen.IgotinandMampinga

wassittingonthebedfixingherpants.Ilookedat

thebedandThatImbusiseboywastheresleeping

coveringhimselfup.Istrangesmellhitmynose.

Me:whatthefuckishappeninghere?!

Imbusise:v'tsekyangxolaawubonidyanilele?

Bathongtle

(youmakinganoisecan'tseethatthemanis

sleeping?Goodness)

Lona:justtakemethefuckhomeMandla!

Me:iwon'ttillthisboytellsmewhat'shappening



here?

Lona:Ma…

IjustchargedtowardsImbusiseandhetookouthe

gunsittingupstraightlookingatme.Ialsotookout

mine.

Imbusise:dubulaunyeamasendeoupasundiqela.

(Iwillshootyourballsgrandpadon'tfuckwithme)

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYTWO.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mandla:soyoucheatedonme?

Ilaughedlookingathim.

Me:cheatedonyouwithwho?!

Mandla:thatfuckenboyImbusise!!

Me:lookwhatyousawwasn'twhatitseemedtobe

like.Ialsowokeupinthebedwithhim.Wedidn'tdo

anything.Ihavebeensleepingeversincetheygave

meaneedle.WhatthefuckwasIevendoingthere?!

Mandla:pleasemeyouwon'tfreakout?

Me:likedamnIwill.Whenwereyougoingtotellme

thatyouareafuckengangster!?

Mandla:Iwasgoingtotellyou.

Me:whenMandlawhen?!Youseeyouplacedmylife

onriskbecauseofyourstupidity?Iwantoutofthis.



NoIcan'tputmylifeonriskbecauseofyoucan't.

Mandla:butLonaIwillprotectyoufrom mydarkside.

Ngicelaungakusholokho.

(pleasedon'tsaythat)

Me:howwillyouprotectmewhenyoufailedtonow.I

gotkidnappedforfuckssake.Whatmore?Whatif

theydidmoretome?

Mandla:Mampingangiyathembisaukukunakekela.It

wasjustthisonetime.Iwillmakesurethatyoudon't

getinvolvedanymore.

(Ipromisetotakecareofyou…)

Me:noMandlaIwantout.Ican'tputmylifeonrisk.I

justcan't.

Isaidbreakingdownandhekeptonbeggingmeto

notleavehim.ButdamnIlovethisman.

Mandla:pleaseforgiveme.Ipromiseyouthatthis

willneverhappenagain.

Inoddedandhehuggedme.

Mandla:Mampingabheka,ngemuvakomsebenzi



singayaukubukaizindlueziseduzenendawo

osebenzelakuyo.Futhichaangiyithengiintethelelo

yakho.Yiminjengithingiyaxolisa.

(Look,afterworkwecangoviewhousesnearyour

workplace.AndnoI'm notbuyingyourforgiveness.

It'sjustmesayingsorry.)

Ilookedathim andhegavemeapeck.

Mandla:please.

Isighedandnodded.

Me:it'sfinewecango.

Mandla:NgiyakuthandaMampinga.

(IloveyouMampinga)

Me:IloveyoutooMandla.

Wekissed.

Mandla:Ipromisetotakecareofyou.SorrythatI

keptthisawayfrom you.Butit'stheonlythingIam

hidingfrom you.

Me:nomoresecrets?



Henodded.Ialsonoddedsmilingbeforewekissed.

…

…

Mbangi:buphi?

(wherewereyou?)

Isighedlookingather.

Me:isn'tityourinlawsthatkidnappedme.

Mbangi:what?!

Me:nxx.Theykidnappedme.AndwhentheysawI

wasMandla'swife.Theywereallshocked.Iswear

Imbusisealmosthadaheartattackthatday.

Shelaughed.

Mbangi:soyourboyfriendkidnappedyounot

knowingyourMandla'swife.

Inodded.

Me:turnsoutMandlaisagangster.

Isaidsighingholdingbackmytears.

Mbangi:what?!



Inodded.

Me:yeah.AndsinceIlovehim.Ichosetostay

knowingprettywellthatI'm puttingmylifeonthe

edge.ButIalsodon'twanttolosehim.Whichiswhy

Istayed.ButIhavedoubts.Whatifthisrepeats

againandImbusiseisn'ttheonebutamoreharsh

person?IswearIwillLeavehim withoutadoubt.I

justhopeIwon'tregretmyselfonalaterstagefor

beinginvolvedwithacriminal.Buthepromisedto

takecareofme.Andnevergetmeinvolvedinhis

business.

Mbangi:friend.

Shecameovertomeandwehugged.Iwipedmy

tearsandsighed.

Mbangi:surelysomethinghappenedbetweenthe

twoofyou?

Ilookedatherlost.

Mbangi:Imbusise

Sherolledhereyes.

Me:oohIsaidsmiling.



Mbangi:thatsmilesaysitall.

Me:soyeah.Hisbrothersgaveusspaceandwe

spoke.Brokedownandhewaswasliftingmeupthe

wallwithhisdick.

Mbangi:Lona.

Igiggled.

Me:movedonandwenttothethesmallbedatthe

room.Igottiredweslept.Wokeupinamuchmore

decentroom.Withmeontopofhim.Bestmorning

gloryever.Sowespokeaboutourhopesand

dreams.Igottoknowhim moreandhim knowme

too.Itoldhim Ican'tcookandhesaidthat'sthe

biggestturnoffkum.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:butyeahwespoke.Whilestillatit.Mandlacame.

Shelookedatmewithhereyespoppedout.Iburst

outlaughingthinkingaboutImbusise.Ineverreally

gotachancetolaughathim.Likethatmanisjust…

Imbusiseisreallyhisowncharacter.Whodoeswhat

hedid.



Me:ImbusisewassofuckenchilledMbangi.Hewas

lookingathisnails.Hedidn'tgiveafuck.

Mbangi:Lona.

Me:Hee

Iclappedonceandwelaughed.

Me:MandlawalkedinandluckilyIwasalready

dressed…

ItoldherwhathappenedandwhatImbusisesaid

andwewerebothdeadfrom laughter.Yooh

Imbusisewillgetyouinshitandbecalm aboutitall

likenothinghappened.Youwillliterallysweatalone.

Iwantnothingtodowithhim anymore.I'm donewith

him.D.O.N.E.Done.Inevereverwanttoseehim

everinmylifetime.

Me:andinabongo.

Welaughed.

Mbangi:it'stheoupaPartandtheBathongforme.

Welaughed.

…



…

TheofficephonerangandMbangiansweredit.

Mbangi:Megan?

…

Mbangi:okaybringhim intoouroffice.

Ilookedatherandshelaugheddroppingthecall.I

askedwhoitisandshejustsealedherlips.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IwentLouisVuittonandbought2briefcasesthere.I

alsolovedonesoItookoneformyself.Iwenttobuy

flowerstoo.Ihavetoapologizetoher.Sheis

probablyangryforwhatIdid.AndIcan'taffordto

loseherwhenIjustgother.SoIdrovetoherwork

placeandwalkedin.Iwenttothereceptionistarea.

Andeveryonelookedatme.Theladiesweresmiling.

Imeanwhowouldn't.

Me:Hey.

Isaidtakingoffmysunglassesleaningagainstthe



desk.Baskebatatekabonkebanthwana.Whereis

Lonatocomeandseethis.Iwanttoseehow

jealousshewillgetsothatIcantellherhow

ungratefulsheis.Imeanshedoesn'tappreciateme

andmyhandsomeness.

Receptionist:HeyMr.Stokwe

Shesaidblushing.Whodoesn'tknowme?ImeanI'm

thefirstblackmantohaveahospitalandlawfirm at

thesametime.

Me:Icamehereactuallytoseemywomanandher

PA.

Receptionist:whoisyourwoman?

Shewasabitdisappointed.

Me:LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVUand

OYIMBANGISTATU.

Shenoddedandmadethecall.Shetoldmethefloor

andtheroom.Iwalkedtotheliftwearingmy

sunglasses.Ndabendibaqibile.Worsewalkyam.I

gottoherfloorandwenttoheroffice.Ididn'teven

knock.Ijustwalkedin.



Me:Baby

Shelookedlookedatmeandshewasshockedto

seemehere.Oyimbangiwasdeadfrom laughterin

hercornerdesk.

Lina:whatthefuckdoyouwantherImbusise?!

Iwenttothedeskandplacedthebigpaperbagfrom

LVonthedeskandIheldthefloors.Shecameto

standinfrontofmeangry.Thisonelovestempting

me.Shewasinawhitetightdressandhertities

werecallingmyname.Notforgettingherassthat

wasallout.

Me:NtoningokuLinawanxibalokhweenje

msebenzini?

(whatareyouwearingadresslikethisarework?)

Lina:IaskedyouaquestionImbusise.Doyouwant

ustogetcaughtforrealthistime?

Me:yayazimocsexyxaqhumbile.Ngaskeqhangoku

uthibendover.

(youknowyoursexywhenyourangry.Iwouldlike

foryoutojustbenddownnow)



Lina:ImbusiseI'm serioushere.Iwantnothingtodo

withyouanymore.Notafterwhatyoudidatthe

warehouse.YoucostMemymarriage.

Me:jongamamakaozayondikuphatheliflowerne

briefcaseyakwaLV.Ndayazioupaakayaffordi.

(lookmom ofthecomingbaby.Ibroughtyou

flowersandabriefcasefrom LV.Iknowgrandpa

can'taffordit.)

Shelookedatmesquintingbreathingheavily.

Oyimbangiwasdeadfrom laughtershecouldn't

evenbreatheanymore.Shehadtearsinhereyes.

Me:okayndadlalake.NaziflowersLina.Ndixolele

klk.Orfunusibuqanekletafile?Ncincibutizababy.

(justjoking.HereareflowersLina.Pleaseforgiveme.

Oryouwantustohavesexonthistable.It'ssmall

butcome.)

Isaidholdingher.Ipulledhertomeandgavehera

pecklookingatherfrowning.Itriedkissingherbut

shewantto.Igaveherassatightsqueezeandshe

letoutamoan.Wekissedandoyimbangiwalkedout.



Me:Tixawethu.

(lock)

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYTHREE.

~OYIMBANGISTATU~

Ican'tbelievethatIwasabouttowatchliveporn.I

lockedthedoorlaughing.Icouldn'tstopthinking

abouttheirargument.Imbusiseisjustanotherman.

Dopeoplelikehim evenexist?Ineverknewtilltoday

Iguess.Heevenboughtherabriefcasefrom LVand

Flowers.Toapologizeforsomethinghecan'ttake

back.PoorMandla.Iwalkedoutoftheliftstill

laughing.Ievenhadtearsstreamingdownmyface.

PeoplewerelookingatmelikeI'm crazy.Iplacedmy

handonmyforeheadsocovermyselfbefore

walkingoutstilllaughing.Shakawasalreadyhere.I

gotinthecarlaughing.Ilookedathim.Andhehada

bitofImbusise'sfeatureswhichmademelaugh

morethanbefore.Ijustsawhim whenhewasinthe

office.

Shaka:ntoningoku?Qhunyiwe?

(whatnow?Areyouhigh?)



Ishookmyheadlaughing.

Me:Im…bu…siseyooh

Ilaughedmore.

Shaka:whatdidhedo?Ijustsawhiscarhere?

Ipointedatourofficeandhismouthwaswideopen

andwelaughed.HedroveoffandIcouldn'tstop

laughing.Wegotinhishouseandtherewere2cars

inthedriveway.Heparkedhisbehindthem andwe

walkedin.Itwashisfatherandhisuncle.We

greetedthem.

Me:shouldIgetyouguysanythingtodrink?

Ijustsmiledandtearsstreameddownmyface.No

mantheyalllooklikehim.Icouldn't.Ijustcouldn't.

Them:haibo?

(andthen?)

IjustburstoutlaughingandIsatdowncoveringmy

face.IgotdonelaughingandIcomposedmyself.

Them:haibotheninguduncelo?

(andthen?Isshemad?)



Shakashookhishead.

Shaka:Idon'tknowwhatImbusisedid.Butithas

somethingtodowithhim andthat'swhat'smaking

herlaugh.Probablybecausewealsolooklikehim.

Anethemba:whatdidImbusisedothistime.

Icalmeddownandwipedmytearsbeforedrinking

mywater.

Me:okay.It'sjustwhathesaidtoMandlawhenhe

caughtthem togetheratthewarehouse.

Them:whatdidhesay?

Itoldthem whatLonatoldmeandtheyweredead

from laugher.

Me:nowtoday.Hecametothefirm.Heaskedthe

receptionistforhiswoman.LuckilyIansweredit.Or

Lonawouldn'thaveallowedhim in.SoIsaidto

Megansheshouldlethim in.Hegetsin.Andthefirst

wordhesaysisBaby.

Iclosedmyeyesandtheyburstoutlaughing.

Me:Lonawassoangryheaskshim whathewants

there.Heasksherwhyisshewearingthedressshe



iswearinginamoreseducingway.Lonaasksifthey

wanttobecaughtforrealthistime.Imbusisesays.

Sheismoresexierwhensheisangry.Shejustneeds

tobendovernow.

Weburstoutlaughing.Theyshooktheirheads

closingtheireyes.Lindilehidhimselfwithhishands.

Me:Lonatellshim shewantsnothingtodowithhim

afterwhathedidatthewarehouse.Nowhesays

jongaMakaozayo.

(motherofthecomingbaby.)

Them:hewhat?!

Inoddedlaughingandtheyalsolaughed.

Me:hesaysheboughtherabriefcasefrom LVand

flowers.Oupacan'tevenaffordthem.

Welaughedmore.Wecouldn'tevenstoplaughing.

Someonegotinwedidn'tevencaretolookwhoitis.

:whatthefuckishappeninghere?!

Thatwasawoman'svoicewealllookedback.

______



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYFour.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

:whatthefuckishappeninghere?!

Weapplookedbackatwhosaidthat.Tomyshockit

wasOyamamyforstersister.Ismiledandquickly

rantoher.Ihaveherabonecrackinghugspinning

heraround.Shegiggled.Iplacedherdown.

Me:broIspoketoyouthismorningandyoudidn't

mentionanythingaboutcomingthisside?

Oyama:myvisitherewassupposetobeasurprise

Shaka.ArghIforgethowstupidyouaresometimes.

Irolledmyeyesandwelaughed.Heraccenthad

changedto.Londonreallychangedher.Oohyes.

ShewenttoLondon5yearsbackforhermodeling.

Mom wasn'thappyaboutthat.Butsinceitwasthe

careershewantedweletherbe.Sheturnedaround

andjumpedforAnethemba.Hekissedherallover

herfaceandshewasgiggling.



Anethemba:princessyoudidn'teventellyourown

daddythatyouarecoming.

Oyama:butdaddyitwassupposetobeasurprise.

HowwasIsupposedtotellyouaboutasurprise.I

wasgoingtoruinit.

Theylookedateachotherandwelaughed.Shealso

huggedheruncle,lindile.

Oyama:whereisImbusise?Iknowwheneveryou

guyscomethisside.Youalwayscomewithhim.

Welaughedthinkingabouthim.

Us:wewouldrathernotsaywhereheis.

Shelookedatuswiththecornerofhereyesander

laughing.ShegotofLindile.

Lindile:itwasabouttime.Ithoughtmodelswerelight

inweight.

Shelookedathim sulkingandweburstoutlaughing.

Shewenttositontopofherdaddy.Shelookedat

Oyi.Oyialsolookedather.Thestaringcompetition

wastight.Welaughedatthem.

Me:babythisisOyamamysister.Oyamathisis



OYIMBANGImywife.

Oyama:nicetomeetyou.

OYIMBANGI:likewise.

Me:andpleaseOyama.Ifyougoingtolivehere.

Don'tgivemywomananytroubleslikeyoudidwith

theothers.OrI'm takingyoutoyourparents.

SheheldherchestandInodded.

Oyama:broyouknowwhyIhatedyourwoman.Oyi

lookslikeagreatwoman.SoIwilltreathergreattoo.

Pluswhentheyaregoingback.I'm goingbackwith

them.Imissmymom.

Wesmiled.

Anethemba:shemissesyoutoohey.Shewillbeso

happytoseeyouhere.

Themom wetalkingaboutisnotMaNkabayi.My

biologicalmother.Speakingabouther.Ihaven'tseen

herallweek.Ishouldgodowntheretomorrow

beforeshestartscomplainingaboutmenolonger

visitingher.Themom wetalkingaboutisPhumza.

Myfather'swife.Yeah.TheyadoptedOyamawhen



shewasstillsmall.Anethembadidn'tliketheideaat

first.Butsinceheloveshiswifesomuch.They

chosetoadopther.Andnowsheispartofourlives.

Wedon'teventreatherlikeanoutsider.Wetreather

likesheisourblood.Idon'tthinkthereisadayshe

feltthatway.Yeah.That'showmuchweloveher.

Oyama:don'ttellhertothatI'm thisside.Iwantto

surpriseherto.

Wenodded.Oyidecidedtogoandmakefoodand

Oyamawantedtohelpher.IjusthopeOyamawon't

causeaproblemswithOyi.Oyamamademelose

manygirlfriendsbefore.Ijusthopeevenifshe

doesn'tloveOyi.Shewillatleastbecivilwithher.

Shewilltreathergood.BecauseIdon'twanttoget

tothepointwhereIhavetochoosebetweenmy

sisterandmygirlfriend.Ilovethem bothbutyeah.

Fingerscrossed.Asweweretalking.Weheard

Oyamascreaming.Ohhthixotheyarealready

fighting.Pleaseletitbenotthat.Wequicklyranto

thekitchenonlytofindherscreamingandjumping,

huggingOyi.Oyiwasjustlaughing.Welookedat

eachother.



Us:woman

Okaythisisagoodsignright?Yesitis.Ithought

theywerekillingeachother.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:Liyolatha!

Liyolatha:Daddy!?

Sheshoutedbackfrom downstairs.

Me:comehere.Iwannatalktoyou!!

IwantedtoaskheraboutwhatLinaaskedmethe

otherdayatthehotel.Shecameineatingherfruit

salad.Shewasalldressedup.

Me:uyaphi?

(whereyougoing?)

Liyolatha:youknowhowOyamais.

Me:pleasestayoutoftroublethistime.Don'teven

useyourcars.Iwon'tbebailingyouguysoutthis

time.



Liyolatha:butdaddy.

Ilookedatherandshelookedaway.

Me:soyouknowIhavemyeyesonsomeoneright?

Shenodded.

Liyolatha:youwereseriouswhenyouweretalking

aboutgettingmeastep-mom?

Inodded.

Me:Iknowitwillbehardonyou.Butmebeingwith

anotherwomandoesn'tmeanthatthingswillchange

betweenyouandI.Oryouhavetoloveherasyour

newmom.NoIwon'tforceyoutodothat.Aslong

asyoutolerateherandyouaccepther.That'sallI

need.Ifyouarewillingtoloveher.ThenIwillbe

morethanhappy.Becausethat'swhatIwant.Isfor

youtoloveher.

Shenodded.

Liyolatha:sothereisawomanthatyourinlovewith?

Me:Iwouldrathernotsaylovefornow.It'swayto

soon.Butyoucansaylike.



Shenodded.

Me:nowtheproblem is.ThewomanI'like'iswayto

young.

Liyolatha:whatdoyoumeanwaytoyoungdad?

Isighed.

Me:sheisyourmatebutsheisolderthanyou.5

yearsolderthanyouare.

Liyolatha:what?Butdad.Whydon'tyoudate

someonewhoisintheirthirtiesatleast?

Isighed.

Me:princess.Ashumans.Wedon'tchoosewhowe

fallfor.Thingsjusthappen.Youknowthis.Itwasn't

myintentiontofallforsomeoneatyouragegroup.

Liyolatha:aaTata.Whatifsheisinitforthemoney.I

meanallgirlsmyagelovethat.NoIdon'tagree.She

isprobablyevenaslayqueen.Howdoyouexpect

metoacceptmyagemate.Iknowwedonotchoose

whowefallforbutstill.Itsoundssowrong.Imagine

Ihavetoaccepta25yearoldasmystepmother?

(nodad…)



Sheshookherheadandwalkedout.Isighedand

tookoffmyeyeglasses.Iclosedmyeyes.Thiswill

beharderthenIthoughtitwillbe.

________

Noedits.

..



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYFIVE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mbangi:Justgotanemailthatyougoingtohelp…

Sheclearedherthroat.Ilookedatherraisingan

eyebrow.

Me:who?

Mbangi:Iwouldrathernotsaywhoyouwillne

helpinginthiscase.

Me:whycan'tyousaywho?

Mbangi:pleasetrustmeonthisone?

Inodded.

Mbangi:butyouwillbehelpingthispersononMr.

ThembelaniYawacase.Hewasarrestedfor

Bankruptcy.SothePAofthispersonaskedyouto

assistthispersononthissinceyou'regoodinthese

things.



Me:givemethedetailsofthecase.Whattheyhave.

WhatIneedtohelpin?

Mbangi:hereisthefile.Youwillgeteverythingyou

needthere.AndyouhaveanappointmentwithMr.

Yawatomorrowmorning.At8am.

Inodded.

Me:hisbehindbars?

Shenodded.

Mbangi:yep.Hedidn'tgetbail.Thispersonwould

likeforyoutoupdatehim howthemeetingwentlike.

YouwillbasicallygivemethereportbackandIwill

giveittothisperson.

Me:whenisourfirstcourtdate?

Mbangi:5thofApril.In2weekstime.

Inodded.Itookthefileandpickedupmybriefcase

from thefloor.Theonefrom LV.Imbusisegotme.

Talkingabouthim.It'sbeenawhilesinceIlastsaw

him.ILastsawhim whenhecametomyoffice.And

thatwasit.Wenevermetagain.Idon'tknowifIcan

sayI'm relieforsomething.Ikindamisshim butthen



againIdon'tbecausehistroublesome.Idon'tknow

wheremyheartstandsto.ButIwon'tsayIlovehim.

Noloveisabigword.PlusIloveMandlaIcan'tlove

2peopleatthesametime.It'sjustwrong.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:didyoucontactthelawyerIsaidyoushouldin

DurbanforMr.ThembelaniYawa'scase?

Ambesiwenodded.SheismyPersonalassistant.

Ambesiwe:yessirIdid.ButIonlygotaholdofher

Personalassistant.AndIsentherthedetailsofthe

caselikeyousaidIshoulddo.

Good.Itgottotherightperson.Ifitpersonallygotto

her.Shewouldn'thavewantedtodothecasewith

me.Justthenmydaughtergotinafterknocking.

Ambesiweexcusedherself.Liyolathaplacedthe

lunchboxshehadwithherinfrontofme.

Me:enkosimylove.

(thankyou…)

Shenodded.Itookofmyeyeglassesbeforeopening



thelunchbox.ItwasSalads.JustwhatIneeded.I

can'tbeeatingoilythings.Notjustbecauseofmy

healthbuttostayfitto.

Liyolatha:youleftearlytoday.SoIthoughtIshould

comehere.

Me:astheheadofsurgeries.Ihadtobethereforthe

surgerythatneededtobeperformedintheearly

hoursprincess.That'swhyIhadtoleaveearly.

Shenoddedandsighed.Ishruggedlookingather.

Liyolatha:IcameheretoapologizeforthewayI

spoketoyouyesterday.Iwaswayoutofline.

Inodded.

Me:I'm gladyourightyourwrongsprincess.AndI

understandyourfrustration.Whereyoucomingfrom.

Liyolatha:I'm justlookingoutforyoudaddy.Imean

webothknowhowthesocietyhasturnedouttobe.

Me:andI'm reassuringyouthatLi…thatsheisn'tinit

forthemoney.Shehasherown.Soonshewillbe

owningherownFirm likeme.Shedoesn'tlove

dependingonaman.That'swhatattractedmeto



her.Adeterminatedwoman.Awomanwhoknows

whatshewants.Shewillnevertakeyourplaceinmy

heartifthat'swhatyouworriedabout.She

understandsthatIhavetolookoutforyouasa

father.Sheisthereasonbehindmeevenaskingyou.

Iwasn'tgoingtoevenaskyou.YouknowhowIam

right?

Shenoddedlookingdown.

Me:Iwasjustgoingtorockupwithherandourfirst

born.Andguyweregoingtojustacceptitthewayit

is.ButsheaskedandIthoughtIshouldto.Because

sheknowswhatwouldgothroughsincesheisyour

mate.Don'tyouwanttoseeyourdaddyhappy?

Shenodded.

Liyolatha:Idodaddy.

Me:thanpleaseacceptthefactthatIam datingyour

mate?

Shesighedandnodded.

Liyolatha:Iguessit'sfine.

Ismiledgoingtohugher.Shealsosmile.



~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mandla:Mampinga.

Me:Baba?

Ilaughedinsideasitwasawkward.Imeanthisisa

zulupeoplething.I'm aXhosa.

Mandla:it'sbeenamonthnow.Sincewehavebeen

married.SoIwasthinkingthatweshouldmaybetry

forachild.

Ilookedathim.

Me:achild?

Henoddedholdingmyhands.

Mandla:Iknowit'stosoonbutImeanI'm gettingold

andIwantkids.Canwepleasetryforthem?

Ilookedathim andsighed.

___________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYSIX.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:don'tyouthinkit'salittlebittosoonMandla.I

meanMaGumedejustgavebirth?

Henodded.

Mandla:ngiyazi,sithandwasamingifunaizingane

kuwemanjefuthi

(Iknow,mylovebutIwantkidsfrom youtoo)

Me:okaywecanstarttryingforkids.ButIwillgo

checkoutmyhealthfirstbeforewedookay?

Henoddedsmiling.

Mandla:KulungileMampinga

-it'sfineMampinga.

Inoddedsmiling.Wekissedbeforesleeping.

…

…



Me:Mr.ThembelaniYawa

Wehandshaked.

Me:I'm LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU.AndI

willbeyoursecondlawyer.

Henodded

Thembelani:whenareweappealingatcourt.I'm sick

andtiredofthisplace?

Me:onthe5thofApril.Intwoweekstime.Ican

appealincourtonyourbehalfaskingforittonext

week?

Thembelani:pleasedo.Thisplacefeelslikehellitself.

Inodded.

Me:Iwilltalktoyourotherlawyerandcheckifs/he

willbeavailableforustogotocourttomorrow.

Henoddedlookingatmeawkwardly.IdidwhatI

cameheretodo.IgotdoneandIwenttotheoffice.

Mbangiwasalreadyhere.WehuggedbeforeIsat

down.Igaveherthereportback.

Me:emailthattotheanonymouslawyerIwillbe



workingonthiscase.Alsoaskwhetherhewillbe

availabletomorrowtoappealatcourt.Tellhim the

clientwantsacloserdate.

Shenoddedanddidastold.

Mbangi:theanonymouslawyerlawyersayshe

alreadyaskforaclosedateandhewasgiventhe

5fh.Soit'suselesstogotocourttomorrow.

Shesaidafterafewminutes.Inoddedandsighed.

Me:andaboutthereportback?

Mbangi:hejustsaysthankyouaboutit.Hedidn't

mentionmuchaboutit.

Inodded.

…

…

Doctor:youhealth.

Me:doesthatmeanIcanbepregnantright?

Henoddedsmiling.

Doctor:Idon'tseewhynot.Plusifyouwantpillsto



fastenuptheprocess.Pillthatwillhelpyouget

pregnant

Ishookmyhead.

Me:I'm gowiththosedoctor.Iwantittocome

naturally.

Henoddedsmiling

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

{2weekslater}

Liyolatha:youhaveneverbeensoexcitedabouta

triplikeyouarerightnow.

Ismiledlookingather.

Liyolatha:thatsmilecanonlymeanthatyourwoman

isalsothatside?

Inoddedsmiling

Me:Iwouldn'tevenbethisexcitedifshewasn't.

Liyolatha:Ihavebeenbeggingyoufortheforthe

past2weekstotellmewhom sheis.



Me:youwillknowherastimegoesby.Itiswayto

earlyforthis.Idon'twanttoruinthingsbeforethey

evenstart.

Liyolatha:soyousayingIwillruinit?

Me:onlyGodknowswhatyouplanningbehindthat

skullofyours.

Welaughed.

Liyolatha:I'm planningnothingfornowtillImeether

ofcourse

Ilookedatherandchuckled.

Me:yourtantrumswon'twiththisoneprincess.She

willhumbleyou.AndIdon'twantyoutohateher.

ShelookedatmeandIlaughedbeforekissingher

cheeks.

Me:keepmyhouseasneatasitisnow.Idon'twant

anythinghere.Iwillbebackafteraweek.

Shenodded.Webidgoodbyesandmydriverdrove

metotheairport.



~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mandla:Iwon'tbeabletocomeandseeyouthis

week.

Ilookedathim.

Mandla:IhaveabusinesstripinZimbabwe.Butif

possible.IwilltrytorusheverythingquicklysothatI

canback.

Isighedandnodded.

Me:Iwillmissyou.

Mandla:Ngiyazi,mkami.Namingizokukhumbula

(Iknow,mywife.Iwillalsomissyou)

Wesmiledbeforekissing.

Me:haveyoupackedupalready?

Henodded.

Mandla:MaDlaminihasalreadydonethatforme.

Inodded.

Mandla:comedropmeoffattheairport.

Inodded.Wekissedagainbeforewalkingout.I



drovehim totheairportandwewerehavingalittle

funtimeinthecar.Iwon'tsaylikeweusuallydo

becausewealwaysaddressseriousmatters.Ibig

mygoodbyestohim.IwentovertoSpur.Ibought

supperformyself.AndwhilestillwaitingIwas

drinkingwine.Butjustaglass.Ididn'twanttobe

drunk.Istillhavetodriveanyway.Igotmymeal

whileIwasstillcheckingmyemails.Ineverreally

gettimeforsocialmedia.Ionlygettimeforthaton

weekends.Ipaidatthefrontfortheglass.Ialso

tippedthewaiterR100.Justforaglassofwine.I

wasinagoodmoodthat'swhy.Idon'tknowwhy

though.Idrovetothehouseandtherewasacarat

theparkinglot.Iwonderwhoisit.Iclosedthegate

withmyremotebeforewalkinginwiththepaperbag

from Spur.Thedoorwasopen.Okaythatwas

awkward.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Iswearifit's

Mandla'senemies.Iwon'thesitatetokillhim.Thats

theonlythingthatcameintomind.Therewasno

oneatthelounge.SoIcheckedeverysingleroom of

thehouse.Noone.Whichfrightenedme.Iwentto

myroom.Andaman'scolognefilledmynostrils.It

wasn'tMandla's.Iknowthiscologne.AndIknowit



prettywell.Igotintheroom onlytofindhim ontop

ofmybedwithmanypapersontopofthebedand

hehadhislaptopwithhim.Whatthefuck?!

Imbusise:goodthingyourhere.Ialmostsenta

searchpartyforyou.Takeoffyourclothessolong.I

willbewithyouinamomentortwo.

Hesaidwithoutevenlookingatme.

Me:whatthefuckyoudoinginmyhouse?!Wholet

youthefuckin?!

Imbusise:gee,I'm Imbusise.Don.D.O.N.Don.Come

onLinait'sbeenamonthand2weeksnow.

Hesaidlookingatmenow.Hewaswearing

eyeglasses.Imustsaytheymadehim lookmore

sexier.

Me:Idon'tcare.Lookyouneedtoleave.Youcan't

justcometomyhouseandmakeitlikeyou're

walkinginthepark.Whatifmyhusbandwashere?

Imbusise:Iwon'tgo.Icameheretospendthe

weekendwithmymamie.Anddon'tmakeitasifwe

don'tknowthatOupaisgoingtoZimbabweona



businesstrip.

Ilookedathim indisbelief.Hetookofhis

eyeglasses.

Imbusise:Mamie

Me:Imbusise?

Imbusise:canIfeelyouwarmth?Don'tmakeitasif

youain'thappytoseemehere.Wehavetheweekto

ourselvestodoallthenastyandnaughtythingsthat

wedo.Don'tyoumissyourdaddy?

Hepinningmeagainstthewall.Igaspedholdinghim

Imbusise:lookattheadvantagesofthis.It'sjust

goingtobemeandyou.Wewillbemakingourown

kidsyabo.Buildingourmarriageontopofyour

marriagewithmandla

Ipushedhim awayfrom meandhelaughed.

Imbusise:tomewemarried.AwuyaziPolyandry?

(don'tyouknowPolyandry?)

Irolledmyeyesandhelaughed.

Imbusise:that'syouke.Tomorrowmorningwe



shouldgoandchangeyourname.

LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVUSTOKWE.Yabo

sexybaby?NgelaseJozi.

(youseeit'ssexybaby?It'sfrom Johannesburg)

Icouldn'thelpbutlaughalongwithhim.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYSEVEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Hegotclosetomeagain.

Imbusise:youdrankalcohol?

Hesaidsniffingme.Inodded.

Me:yeah.Why?

Imbusise:LinayouknowhowmuchIhateitwhen

youdrink.Whydidyoudrink?

Ichuckled.

Me:Ionlyhadoneglassofwine.Nothingmuch.Why

areyoumakingitabigdeal?

Imbusise:becauseitisabigdealLina.Iwon'thavea

womanwhoisadrunkardumna.

Me:doesmehavingoneglassofwinemakemea

drunkard?

ISaidfoldingmyarmslookingathim.Henodded.



Imbusise:itdoesLONALINAMANDLA.Ifyour

husbandallowsyoutodrinkIwon't.Nowifeofmine

willdrinkalcoholhere.

Ilookedathim indisbelief.

Me:Iwon'tletyoucontrolme.Whatwehaveisjusta

fling.I'm notyourwife.

Imbusise:wellIwillcontrolyouifyoukeepon

drinking.LONALINAMANDLAIwon'taddressthisto

youagain.Youwillneverdrinkalcoholeverinyour

life.NotwhileyouwithMe.

Ilookedathim.

Me:that'stotalbullshitImbusise.Rathernothaveme

atallke.BecauseIwon'tstopdrinkingjustbecause

yousaidso.

Imbusise:okay.

Heliftedmeupandthenattackedmewithakiss.I

don'tknowwhenorhow.Hedidn'tevenwaitforme

tobewet.Hejustputinhisdickinmypussyand

startedthrusting.Ilookedathim asIgasped

moaning.HewassofuckenroughandIcouldfeel



throughthesexthathewasangry.Mycriesfellinto

deafearssana.AndasIwasabouttocum.

Me:Imbusise.

Isaidholdinghim tightly.Mynailsweredeepinhis

skin.

Imbusise:Iwon'tstillyousayityouwillstopdrinking.

Me:please.

Imbusise:promiseme.

HesaidgoingfasterandIcouldn'ttakeitanymore.

Me:Ipromiseyou.Imbusiseplease…

HepulledoutandthatwhenIleteverythinggo.

Me:areyoutryingtokillme?

Isaidbreathingheavily.Heshookhishead.

Imbusise:whenIspeakyouobey.Youdon'ttellme

otherwise.

Inoddedlookingathim.

Imbusise:good.Thatwasforyounotlisteningtome.

Idon'tgophysicallyonwoman.



Inoddedstill.

Imbusise:wordstoprovethatyounotangryatme.

Mypussywasevenonfirefrom alltheroughsex.All

Ineedwasarelaxingbath.Isowantedtokillhim

rightnow.

Me:Iheardyou.Nowletgoofme.

Imbusise:comeletmenurseyou.

Hesaidpickingmeupinbridalstyle.Hemadea

bubblebathandhetookofmyclothes.Heplaced

meinthebathandIfeltlikethewaterwaspinching

mypussy.Irelaxedandclosedmyeyes.Afterafew

minuteshejoinedme.

Imbusise:babyI'm onlylookingoutforyouhere.I

don'twantawomanwhodrinksalcohol.Especially

whenitcomestoyou.

Ilookedathim.

Me:Igetit.Iwillstopdrinkingnow.

Imbusise:that'sallIwantedfrom you.Andit'snot

mecontrollingyousthandwaSam.ButI'm looking

outforyou.Nowgiveyourdaddyakiss.



Me:mydaddyisinPortElizabeth.

HegavemeadeadstareandIlaughedlookingat

him beforegivinghim akiss.Heturnedmearound.

AshetriedtoputitinIpulledout.

Me:aaImbusise.Mypussyisonfirebecauseofyou.

Youleftmewithatear.

Imbusise:letmesee.Imeanyourtalkingtoadoctor

here.

Ilookedathim andandhekissedmebeforemaking

melayontheothersideofthebath.Heopenedmy

legsAndlookedatitsquinting.Iplacedmyhandson

mypussyandwelaughedasheromovedthem.He

kissedit.Andlookedatmesmiling.Irolledmyeyes

blushing.

…

…

…

Iwaswokenupbysomeonekissingmeallovermy

face.Islightlysleptthatperson.ItwasImbusiseand

hechuckled.



Imbusise:babyvukaklkizobandalebreakfast.

(babywakeupthisbreakfastwillgetcold)

Iopenedmyeyessmilinglookingathim.

Me:mhh

Imbusise:vukaklkbaby.

(wakeupbaby)

Inoddedsittingupstraight.

Me:letmegobrushmyteethsolong.

Heshookhishead.

Imbusise:sitdownthereisnoneedforthat.Come.

Inodded.Hestartedfeedingme.

Me:pleasefrom nowon.Idon'twantustomention

myhusband'snameinanyofourtopics.Iwanthis

nametonotbementionedanymore.Ifeellikewe

disrespectingmymarriage.

Henoddedsmiling.

Imbusise:finebymethen.

Wekissed.Hegavemepillsandwater.



Me:whatarethesefor?

Imbusise:thosearemorningafterpills.

Me:whydotheylookdifferent.Morningafterpillsare

whiteandthesearepink.

Imbusise:eweklkbabyezingezaseJozizisexy.Ina

marn.Zophikisau'qgirhakengoku?

(yesbabytheyareFrom Johannesburgtheyaresexy.

Here.Areyougoingtoarguewithadoctornow?)

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYEIGHT.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Itookthepillsanddrankthem.Withthewaterhe

had.

Imbusise:Ihavetomeetupwithaclientnow.See

youafterwork.

Inodded.Wekissed.

Imbusise:andIwantahomecookedmealtodayLina.

Ican'thavetakeawaystodayto.

Me:butIcan'tcookImbusise.Youknowthis.

Imbusise:Iknowyouwillmakeaplan.Please.I

wannaseeitmyselfwhetheryoucanreallycan't

cookornot.

Me:yousofuckenimpossibleman.Imbusise!

Heshookhisheadashewalkedoutthedoorwith

hisbriefcase.Whichlookedlikemine.Surelyhe

boughtthem atthesametime.Plusthismanloves



LV.Imeanevenhissuitcasesarefrom LV.

Me:it'sobviousthatweain'teatingtonight!!

Imbusise:someonewon'twalktomorrow!!Someone

willsurelybeparalyzed!!

Me:Noyoudidn't!!

Imbusise:watchmeripyouapartifIdon'tgethome

cookedmeal!!

Me:someonewillgethisclothesatthegate!!

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:someoneforgotthatsheisdealingwitha

gangster!!

Me:someoneforgotthatIcanchangethelockseven

now!!

Imbusise:surelysomeonewillhaveahousebreak

downtonight!!

Me:someonewillhavehisrentedcardamaged

tonight!!

Imbusise:someonewillcryforreal!!



Me:someonewillhavehisdickcutinpiecesthen!!

Imbusise:uthini?

{whatdidyousay?)

Hesaidgettingintheroom.Iburstoutlaughing

throwingmyheadback.Hecameandpulledmeby

mylegs.Wewerelaughingnow.

Imbusise:uthini?

(whatareyousaying?)

Me:ndizosikhuNgconde.

(Iwillcutyourdick)

Welaughed.

Imbusise:qelaamasimbawena.Phindalentobuy

thetha.

(yourfuckingwithme.Repeatwhatyousaid.)

Ishookmyhead.Heturnedmearoundandentered

from theback.Iletoutasmallscream andamoan

atthesametime.

…



…

…

Mbangi:browhat'supwithyourwalks?Youwalking

likeyouraduck.Letmerathersayyoujustbroke

yourvirginity.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Imbusiselo.

(thisisImbusise)

Mbangi:whatdidhedo?

Igaveherthatseriouslook.Andhereyespopped

out.Ilaughedshakingmyhead.

Mbangi:when?How?Where?

Me:soIjustdroppedofMandlaattheairport.

Mbangi:whereisgoing?

Me:toZimbabwe.

Shenodded.

Me:soIgotoSpur.Boughtmyselfsupper.Igetat

homeandthereisacatonthedriveway.SoIgetin



thehouse.Thedoorwasopen.Iwasliterally

freakingout.Icheckedeveryroom.Igotomineand

therehewas.Allcomfortablewearinghis

eyeglasseswhichmakehim lookmoresexier.

IgiggledandMbangilookedmewiththecornerof

hereyes.

Me:wefought.OrletmerathersayIfoughtandhe

wasjokingaroundlikeweusuallydo.Weendedup

fightingkengoku.

Mbangi:aboutwhat?

Me:aboutaglassofwineIhad.Hadroughsex.He

reallywasangry.Icouldfeelitinme.

ShelookedatmeandIlaughed.

Me:tookabaththenitwasthewholenight.This

morningtobeforeheleft.Leadingmetowalkinglike

this.Imbusisewillsurelyburninhell.

Welaughed.

Mbangi:soyoulivingwithhim?

Inodded.



Me:whichremindsme.Idon'twanttobeparalyzed

umna.Pleasewritehowyoumakeafullmeal.Allthe

rightingredientsandall.Imbusisedoesn'tjoke

around.Healwaysmeanswhathesays.Please

friend.Ican'thavefunnywalkstomorrow.Ihaveto

gotocourt.

Sheburstoutlaughing.Ilookedather.

Mbangi:doesheholdthatmuchpowerthatyouobey

everythinghesays.LONALINAMANDLAthisisn'tyou.

Ilookedatherandshetookthepaperandthepen

laughing.

…

…

Imbusise:MamieI'm home!

IchuckledatthekitchenasIwasdishingupthe

foodImade.AtleastitwasasbadasthelasttimeI

cookedattheNdlovuResidents.

Me:inthekitchenDaddy!

Hecameover.Hesmiledbeforekissingme.



Imbusise:Ithoughtcancook.

Irolledmyeyesandwelaughed.

Imbusise:I'm justgladyouputaneffort.Whohelped

you?

Me:IaskedMbangitohelpme.

Henodded.Wekissedbeforegoingtothedinning

room.Weateourmealsbeforegoingtosleep.We

didhave2rounds.Doesn'thegettired?Hisalways

energetic.Nomannooneshouldhavethatkindof

energy.Butwewokeupsincewebothhadtogoto

court.Iironhisclotheswhilehewasfixinghisfiles.I

alwaysironmineonSundaysforthewholeweek.

Me:Daddycome.

Imbusise:almostdoneMamie.

Me:okay.

Iplacedtheironandheadboardaway.Hecameand

Ihelpedhim getdressed.Ifixedhiscollarandgave

him apeck.Hewassmiling.

Me:what?



Iaskedgiggling.

Imbusise:doyouknowhowmuchithasalwaysbeen

mydream eversinceImet.Tofixmeupinthe

morningwhenIgetdressed.

Me:Iguessyourdreamscametruethen.

Isaidfixinghistie.Hesmiledkissingme.Wekissed

beforehewalkedout.Hesaidhewillhave

somethingonthego.Ialsoworemyclothesand

rushedtotheofficefirst.Irushedtocourtagain

sinceIwaslate.Igotinaspeoplewerealsogetting

in.IgreetedthelawyerthatIwasgoingtoworkwith

Ithink.Ilookedattheotherlawyers.Onlytobemet

byImbusise.No.Ican't.Ican'tbecompetingwith

him.Helookedatmeandwinked.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

TWENTYNINE.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iwinkedlookingather.Iwassupposetobeinher

team.ButIwantedtoseehowshewillbewhenshe

iscompetingagainstme.SoIchosetodefendthe

Bankinthisone.Iwillalsobehelpingherinaway.I

meanshewillbecompetingagainstoneofthe

greatestlawyersoffalltimes.

Bailiff:allrise

WeallstoodupandtheJudgegotin.

JudgeNgalo:Youmaybeseated.

Wesatdown.Funnyfact.Hisafriendofmine.

Alwayshasmyback.ButItoldhim tobestrictwith

metoday.Theytoldustospeakwhyweheretoday.

Me:Yourhonor

Ibowed.Ifitwasadifferentoccasionhewouldhave

laughedbuthewasholdingitintoday.



Me:wehadMr.ThembelaniYawaarrestedbecause

ofbankruptcy.Mr.Yawahereisnothingbutafraud.

Lina:objectionyourhonor.Iwon'tletda…Mr.

Stokweherecallmyclientnames.

JudyNgalo:overrule.

Inoddedlookingatherandshelookedatmetoo.

Wewerebothstandingupnow.Idon'tthinkour

secondlawyerswillgetachancehere.

Me:Mr.YawaownsthebankR10000.Hewasgiven

ithasaloanyourhonor.Ahouseloan.Hecan'teven

payitbacknow.Thebankgavehim anotice

indicatingthatheshouldpaybacktheloanin3

years.Permonth.Witha10%interest.

Lina:YourhonorImbusisehereislying.Myclient

wasn'tgivenanoticeofwhathesaid.Yeshegotthe

loan.Butthepapershegotfrom thebankstatesthat

hehastopayifbetween5years.Witha5%interest.

Whatdad…WhatMr.Stokweissayingisacomplete

lies.Youhonor.TheR10000histalkingaboutisthe

totalamountMr.Yawahastopay.Mr.Stokweisa

lair.



Me:objectionyourhonormam…Mrs.Ndlovuhereis

callingmealair.

JudgeNgalo:Sustain.

Shelookedatmeandwinked.

Lina:herearethedocumentsstatingandgoesalong

withwhatIjustsaidyourhonor.

Me:alsohaveastatementwithMr.Yawa'ssignature

on.ThatproveswhatI'm sayingisalsotrue.

Thebailiffcametotakethestatementsandgave

them tothejudge.

JudgeNgalo:canwehavethefirstwitnesssolong

whilemyteam checksifthesepapersarelegalor

illegal.

Me:Iwillgofirst.MyfirstwitnessMr.HlobisaGaba.

ThebankManger.

Hecameupandhesworetotellthetruth.

Me:pleasetellthecourtwhoyouare.

Hlobisa:I'm HlobisaGaba.TheManagerofthebank

whereMr.Yawaownsmoneyat.AndIwastheone



whofilledacomplaintagainsthim forbankruptcyas

hehasn'tpaidfortheloanhetook.

Inodded.

Me:thankyou.NowMr.Gabacanyoupleasetellus.

Whowasrecordingdownandwhoapprovedforthe

loan?

Mr.Gaba:Idid…

Lina:LiesyourhonorMr.Gabawasn'ttheonewho

wasrecordingeverythingdown.Buthisform

employeeMr.Howard.Seehislyingunderoath.Your

honorthisisjustawasteoftime.Mr.Stokweand

histeam arejustliars.Nothingistruethatcomes

from them.

Me:Mamiewillyoujustshutup.

Shit.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTY.

~OYIMBANGISTATU~

Me:babyIwanttowatchThembelani'scourtcase.

YouruncleandLonawillbehislawyers.

Heturnedtolookatmefast.

Shaka:what?!

Inoddedlaughingwaitingmypopcorn.Iknowit's

stillearlybutyeah.Iwascravingforthem.

Shaka:Imbusiseishere?

Inodded.

Me:Lonasays.Hegothereyesterdayandhejust

rockedupatherplace.

Heshookhisheadandwelaughed.

Shaka:doyouknowwhatthatmeans?

Ishrugged.

Shaka:youowemeafuckenchild.



Ilookedathim andhenoddedallexcitedlaughing.

Me:but…

Heshookhishead.

Shaka:betterkeepthoseliesforsomeonewhocares.

Wetryingforachildtonightnorh.Nomorecondoms

andmorningafterpills.

Isulkedandhegavemeapecksmilingbeforegoing

tothecourtcaseonline.Wewerewatchingit

laughingthatheendedupcallinghisfatherand

otheruncletoo.Wekeptonlaughingatthose'dad…'

and'mam…'

Imbusise:Mamiewillyoujustshutup?!

Welookedateachotherandgaspedbeforeweburst

outlaughing.Wewereevenintears.

Imbusise:sorryyourhonorit'sjustthatIcouldn't

controlmyanger.Personalissues.AndIshouldn't

bebringingthem herebut.Iaskforyourforgiveness

yourhonor.Enyeintosendicinganomommyosema

ngcwabeningoku.

(anotherthing,I'm alsothinkingaboutmommyat



thegraveyard)

Wecouldn'tstoplaughing.Thecasewentonand

theywerebothjustamess.Especiallylona.Shewas

theworst.Wewerelaughingatthem non-stop.The

judgecametoaverdictthattheculpritisnotguilty.

Plushestillhas2moreyearstopayfortheloan.

MeaningLonawonthecase.

Shaka:Ican'tbelieveheactuallysaidthat.

Weburstoutlaughingmore.

Me:Ijustcan'tforLonatotellmewhathappened

afterthecourtcase.

Welaughed.

Shaka:ifhewasn'tafastthinkerpeoplewouldhave

thoughtotherwise.Andtheirsecretwouldbeoutby

justonemistake.Imbusisereallywantstocostlona

herrelationship.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:hereallydoes.

Wecontinuedmakingjokesaboutthem.



~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Ican'tbelieveImbusisesaidthat.Imeanhowcanhe

becarelesswithhiswords.No,I'm seriousdone

withthis.Theyalwayssay'akhwestatu

ngumnqakathi'.Andit'sthesecondtimenow.The

thirdIwillsurelygetcaught.Ihavetostopthis

beforeitescalatestoruiningmyrelationshipwith

MandlaandIcan'taffordtolosehim.

IgottomyhouseandIthrewmyselfonthecouch

thinkingaboutthecase.AtleastIwon.AsIwas

restingthereIlefthisheavybodylayingontopofme.

Me:getthefuckofmeImbusiseandgofetchyour

bagsandgetthehelloutofmyhouse.

Imbusise:why?

Me:ImbusiseI'm damnserious.Firstitwasatthe

warehouse.Nowatcourt?Infrontofpeople?!Get

thefuckoutofmyhouse!!

Isaidlookingathim allserious.



Imbusise:Ididn'tdoitonpurposeokay.Youwere

alsotemptingmebackthen.

Me:howaretemptedbymeandnotothers.Imbusise

youhavebeenalawyerformorethan15years.You

won'tcomeherandsaythatyouweretemptedby

me.Thisisgettingwaytoodangerousnow.Iwant

outofthis.Ican't.Surelynexttimewewillget

caughtandIcan'taffordtolosemymarriage.

Imbusise:youcan'tmakeseem likeI'm theonlyone

atfaulthere.Youwerealsomakingmistakes.

Me:yeahbutatleastIwascareful.Bettercontrol

yourangerbeforeIdosomethingwithit.

Helookedatmesquinting.

Me:suka!Suka!Waqinenyaleni!?Phelilelentobuyi

zeleapha!Hambaapha!Andifuninokubona

mpilweniyam Imbusise!Ungumqunduhamba!!

(getoffme!Getoffme!Whatyoucameforher

ended!Go!Idon'twanttoseeyoueverinmylife

Imbusise!)

Isaidhittingmythighpointingfingersathim.



Imbusise:undiqelaamasimbawena.Ndizokubonisa.

Ngathilibelebandingubani.

(yourdisrespectingme.Youwillsee.Itislikeyou

forgotwhoIam)

Thatstatementsendshiversdownmyspine.Hejust

liftmeuplikeasackofpotatogoingupstairs.AndI

wastryingtoletloose.Knowwhathedid.Hestarted

messagingmypussy.Iweakspot.Iwasalreadywet

andmoaning.Andyeahwegottotheroom andhe

wasangryagain.Butthistimemoreangrierthathe

washoldingmyhandsfrom touchinghim.Torture

itself.ButIkindalovedit.

…

…

SomeonesplashedwateronmyfaceastiredasI

was.Imeanhowrudecanthispersonbe.Imbusise

andhisendlesssexgames.

Me:whatthefuck!!?

Isaidjumpingup.OnlytobemetbyMandla.My

eyespoppedoutandImbusisewasbleedingfrom



hisshoulder.Heshothim.Itriedtotouchhim but

Mandlapointedagunatme.

Me:babyIcanexplain.Pleasedon'tdothis.

Mandla:ExplainwhatLONALINAMANDLA!?Thatyou

fuckencheatedonme?!

Helaughedandtearswerejuststreamingdownmy

face.Ishouldhavetrustedmygutfeeling.

Mandla:youfuckensleptwithanenemy.Inmyown

fuckenhouse.AftereverythingIhavedoneforyou?

Thisishowyouthankme?

IlookeddownasIletoutapainfulsob.

Me:MandlaI'm sosorry.Itwasamistake.

Imbusise:rhaaqelaamasimbaMamie.Afterallthe

goodsexIhavebeengivingyouformonthsnow.

Thisisallyougoingtosay?

(yourdisrespectingmemamie…)

Mandla:monthsyousay.Months?

Hechuckled.

Imbusise:yawutyumbonamshanam?



(doyoueatcorn?)

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYONE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

NoImbusisecan'tbeserious.Whyisheasking

aboutsuchthingsatsuchamatterlikethis.So

Mandlareallyfoundoutaboutthisaffair.I'm adead

woman.

Imbusise:ifuyawutyamshanam thenumnandilawai.

Yabolawailawai.Beworsexaumthefafango

thando

(ifyoueatitthenit'snicethatway.Youthatway,

thatway.Especiallywhenyouaddlovetoit)

HesaidthelastpartlikethatladyonUmhlobo

WeneneFM.Ittookeverythinginmenottolaugh.

BecauseIwasangrythathewasmakingajokeout

ofeverything.

Mandla:"buttellyou'remantoshuthismouth."

Me:Imbusisekathulemarn



(Imbusisekeepquiet)

Imbusise:onemorething.Measkingifwhetheryou

knowcorn.It'sbecauseIwantedtotellyouthat

that'smeandyourwife.Wearenicethatway.Just

likecorn.That'swhywekeepongoingbacktoeach

otherbecausewesatisfyeachotherinthebestway

possible.

Me:babywhathissayingisnottrue.Youknowthat

yousatisfyme.Alot.It'sjustthathekepton

seducingme.

Mandla:cutthemethecrapLONALINAMANDLA!!

Don'tfuckentellmeshitdoyouhearme!!After

everythingIhavedoneforyouthisishowyouthank

me?Youfuckensleptwithanenemy?!

Me:MandlaI'm sorryIdidnotmeanto.

Mandla:youknowwhatmywiveswererightabout

you.Youarenothingbutafloozyhorlot.

Me:Mandladon'tsaythat

ThatcameoutasawhisperasIheldmyheart.He

shookhisheadandhithisheadwithhisgun.Itried



takingitbuthepushedmeaway.Heheldhisheart

likehewashavingapanicattack.Itriedtouching

him buthepushedmeawayagain.AndIwasfucken

worriedabouthim.Buthedidn'twantmetotouch

him.

Mandla:don'tyoudaretouchmewiththosefilthy

hands.

IheldmyhandsbackandIcried.

Imbusise:hehakeboldandthebeautiful.

Mandla:I'm donewithyou.Butnoonewilltreatme

liketrashandthinktheywillgetawaywithit.

Me:Mandladon'ttalklikethat.Babylet'stalkabout

thispleasebaby.Letmeexplain.

Mandla:explainwhat?!Ihaveseenitall.Butone

thingIknowforsureisthathisdying.

Me:Mandlano.Youdon'thavetodothis.

IsaidsittinginfrontofImbusiselookingathim with

puppyeyes.HejustslappedmehardandIfalldown

screaming.

Imbusise:mqundukelowomfazkabanilombethayo?



(thisisshitwho'swifeareyouhitting?)

Igotupandlookedupcryingpainfulholdingmy

cheek.Theywerebothpointinggunsateachother

now.

Me:g…uyspl…ease…do…n'tdo…this

Doyouthinktheylistened.Mandlafiredhisarmer

firstmakingImbusisefirehisupashefelldown.I

quicklyrantohim.

Me:Imbusiseopenyoureyes.Daddy.

Isaidcryingslappinghim slightly.Heopenedhis

eyesbutnotfully.HesmiledlookingatmeasIwas

shakinghim.

Imbusise:please…prom…isemeonethi…ng

IshookmyheadasIheldhisheadtightly.

Me:callanambulancedammit.Can'tyouseewe

losinghim!!

IsaidtoMandlaandhewasjustlookingatImbusise.

Imbusise:Mamie…

Me:daddy.



Isaidsoftlyhasmytearsfallontopofhim.

Imbusise:promisetotakecareofthelittleonein

sideofyou.Andyouwilltellhim whatIgreatmanI

am.

Ilookedathim shockedandhesmiledblinkinghis

tearsaway.

Imbusise:tellhim sorryIcouldn'tmeethim.Iwas

lookingforwardto.Tellhim Ilovehim.Iloveyoutoo.

Pleasetakecareoffourprince.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyoutalkaboutbutIpromiseas

longasyouopenyoureyesandIcalltheambulance.

Hejustsmiled.

Imbusise:Tellthatbastardhekilledthewrong

person.Iloveyou.

Me:IloveyoutooImbusise!

Hesmiledagainandclosedhiseyes.

Me:Imbusise!!Imbusise!!Imbusise!!

:HaiHaintombi.Yewethuntombi!



Followedbyaslightslap.IopenedmyeyesasIwas

breathingheavily.Ilookedbesidesmeanditwas

Imbusise.Iwaswetandmyeyeswerepoppedout.

Me:You…

Hechuckled.

Imbusise:tchininontombiwabubizanaulele.Hee

undithandaElohlobodarnMamie?YesGirl.

(youcallingmewhileyouaresleeping.Doyoulove

methatmuckMamie?…)

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYTWO.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:youstillaliveman.

Isaidhugginghim andhewaslookingatmelost.

Imbusise:whatdoyoumeanIam stillalive.Yeah

baniozondibodisadarn?

(whowillkillme?)

Me:itwasjustadream.Mandlafoundoutaboutus

andshotyou.YoutoldmeyoulovemeandIshould

tellthatyouourprinceto.

Heburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:what?!

Iwasstillbreathingheavilythinkingaboutthe

baddestoffalldreamsIeverhad.Nothisshouldbe

asignthatIshouldstop.Ievendreamtaboutit.No.

It'sdefinitelywrong.



Imbusise:okaytellmeaboutthedream.

Me:weweresleeping.Igetwokenupbysomeone

withwater.Iswearatthatperson.Onlytobemetby

Mandlapointingagunatyou.Heshotyouonyour

shoulder.

Imbusise:shit

Hesaidholdinghisshouldersandweburstout

laughing.CansomebodypleasetellmehowIhandle

thismotherfuckeragain?NoguysImbusiseactslike

afuckenteenagerbuthis40forcryingoutloud.He

evenhearsaboutusbeingcaughtredhanded.And

allhedoesisjustjokearoundwithit.Willheeverbe

seriousaboutlife?I'm evenmorematuredthenheis.

Me:soIapologizeasIwassweatingandallbutyou

wererelaxedasyouusuallyare.Nextthingyouaskif

heeatscorn.

Ilookedathim withtearsstreamingdownmyface

holdinginmylaughterandhejustburstsout

laughing.Icouldn'tholdmyself.Ialsolaughed.

Imbusise:whatnext.



Me:wedon'tmindyouandIkeeponapologizing.

Mandlagetasortofpanicattack.Andyousaid

haykeboldandthebeautiful.

Welaughedmore.

Imbusise:thatreallysoundslikeme.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Idon'tknowwhathappenedbutIgetslappedby

Mandla.

Iheldmycheeksandwelaughed.

Me:that'swhenyougotangryandyoualsopointeda

gunathim.Itriedtostopyouguysbutheshotyou

first.Ibegyoutoopenyoureyes.Andyoumademe

promisetotakecareofyoursonandthatyoulove

me.Afterthatyoucloseyoureyes.That'swhenyou

wokemeup.

Helookedatmeinafunnyway.

Imbusise:youdoknowthatdreamscometrueright?

Inodded.

Imbusise:andImightreallygetkilledbyhim?



Inodded.

Imbusise:notonlythat.Him findoutthetruthto?

Inodded.

Imbusise:notonlythat.Imightalsodiebefore

meetingmyson?

Inodded.

Imbusise:andImightsayallthefoolishthingsIsay

justtoputyouinfireright?

Inodded.

Imbusise:andthatImightloveyouright?

Inodded.

Me:whereisthisallgoing…

Heplacedafingeronmymouth.Izippedmymouth.

Imbusise:thatImightgetangryonanyonewho

darestohurtyouright?

Inodded.

Imbusise:thatImightdieprotectingyouright?

Inodded.



Imbusise:youknownoteverythingismyintention

right?

Inodded.

Imbusise:wellsometimesis.Butyoudoknowyou

arepregnantright?

AsIwasabouttonod.Iquicklystoppedandlooked

athim withmyeyespoppedout.Hestarted

screamingjumpingupanddownsayinghisgoingbe

afather.Hegotdoneandlookedatmesmiling.I

wasstilldeepinmythoughts.Hegavemeapeck

withmymouthwideopen.Helookedatmeand

gavemeanotherone.Hethenburstoutlaughing

huggingme.

Imbusise:justjoking.Iwillnevermakeyoupregnant.

Iwillneverjeopardizeyourmarriage.IfIhaven't

already.

Ilookedathim anhelaughedkissingme.Iendedup

laughingto.

Imbusise:stopstressingaboutthedream Mamie.It

wasjustyourconsciousness.Don'tworryokay?



Inodded.

Imbusise:Mamie?

Hesaidbreakingthesilenceafterminutesofusjust

relaxingonthebedcuddling.Itwasdrizzlingoutside.

Me:daddy?

Imbusise:yaybonaweatherfor2?

(youseeit'sweatherfor2?)

Me:princeforone.

Imbusise:marriageruined.

Me:Lonabroken.

Imbusise:imbuwife's.

Me:lonarejects.

Imbusise:nganyarhaandakubethaunye

(youwouldn'tdareiwillbeatyouup)

Ilookedathim.

Imbusise:saylonaacceptsklkMamie.

Ishookmyheadlookingathim sulking.Healso



lookedatmeskulkingraisinganeyebrow.Helifted

hiseyebrowsup.Ishrugged.Heliftedthem again

lookingatthebackofme.Ilookedbackonlytobe

metbyacockroach.Istartedbreathingheavily.I

screamedmovingback.Hepushedmetowardsit

screamingto.Ilookedathim anditwascoming

towardsus.Webothscreamedtothepointwhere

wefelldownonthebed.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYTHREE.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Lina:aamarnImbusisebulalalento!!

(noImbusisekillthisthing!)

Iwashidingbehindherholdinghertightly.It'snot

becauseI'm scaredofcockroach.Imagineawhole

fuckengangsterscaredofjustacockroach.QhaI

wasjustfoolingaroundwithLina.YouknowhowI

am.Iloveplayingaroundwithher.Justcreatingthe

bestmemorieswithher.Thefunniestto.

Me:phambeneLONALINAMANDLA.Asozehamba!!

(yourmadeLONALINAMANDLA.Iwillnevergo!!)

Isaidpushingherandshelookedatmesquinting.

Lina:Iswearifyoupushmeagain.Iwillkillyoufirst

beforeIkillthiscockroach.

Me:Mamiejustinvestthatenergyinkillingthe

cockroach.Babyklkjongaliyeza.



(lookit'scoming)

Iheldhereventightly.Shelookedatmebreathing

heavily.Ilookedatherfrowning.Icouldn'tholdmy

laughteranymore.Webothjustburstoutlaughing.I

wasevenintears.Beingaroundhermakesme

happy.ImeanI'm happywithouteventrying.Inever

hadsuchagoodtimeinmylifeever.Myheartis

evenatpeacewhenI'm withher.SomethingthatI

neverfelt.Evenwithmyexwife.Liyolatha'smother.

LONALINAMANDLAisreallymyhappiness.Sheis

myhappyplace.

Lina:aaImbusisemarnbulalalento

(noImbusisekillthisthing)

Shesaidlookingatme.Ipoutedandshekissedme.

Andgavemybeardastroke.Ismiledlookingather.

Wekissedagain.Iwenttokillthecockroachandwe

wenttotakeabath.

Me:Mamieit'smybirthdaynextmonth.Whatareyou

gettingfordaddy?

Shelookedatme.



Lina:yourareturning41now?

Ilaughedthrowingmyheadbackandshookmy

head.

Me:Iwillbeturning40.

Shenoddedsmiling.

Lina:whatdoyouwant?

Me:aprince.

ShegavemeadeadstareandIlaughed.

Me:justjoking.Idon'tknow.Justbuymeanything.I

willloveandappreciate.

Shenodded

Lina:willdo.Imightgodownthere.

Ismiledlookingather.

Me:really?

Shenoddedgiggling

~SHAKASTOKWE~



Liyolatha:sothesurprisepartyisstillonforhim?

Wenodded.I'm atPEnowwithMbangi.Shecame

herebecausehersisterwasadmittedthismorning.

Sheisabouttogivebirth.Soshewasexcitedabout

beinganauntthatshewantedustocomehere.So

wewereplanningImbusise'ssurprise40thbirthday

party.Knowinghim.Hemightnotevenappreciateit.

Youneverknowwhattoexpectform thatone.

Lindile:yeah.Ihavealreadysentouttheinvitationto

everyone.Relativesandfriends.

Anethemba:donethebookingforthevenuetohost

us.

Lethu:meandmywifehavealreadyspokentothe

cateringanddecorpeople.

Me:nowtheproblem ishowarewegoingtogethim

there?

Xhanti:yeahweallknowthatit'snevereasyto

pursuehim intodoingsomething.Hewillaskalotof

questions.

Me:Iknowjusttherightpersonforthat.



TheylookedatmeandIsmiled.IlookedatLindile

andAnethembaandtheyalsosmiled.

Me:babycelinumberkaLona.

(babycanIhaveLona'snumber)

Isaidassheplaceddrinksonthetable.

Them:whyhers?

Me:justhers.Trustmeonthisone.

Theylookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.Oyigaveme

herphonesittingdownnexttome.Icalledher.

Lona:bestie

Iplacedthephoneonloudspeaker.

Me:heyLonait'smeShaka.

Lona:Shakahey.

Me:hopeeverythingisstillfine?

Lona:yesitis.Byyou?

Me:great.LookIneedafavor.

Lona:okayI'm listening?



Shesaidlaughing.

Me:phoffwe.Meandmyfamily.I'm sureImbusise

hasalreadytoldyouthatit'shisbirthdayonthe2nd

ofMay?Nextmonthright?

Lona:yeah.Hementionedthatit'shisbirthdaynext

month.

Theyalllookedatthephonewiththeireyebrowslift

up.

Me:soweareactuallyplanningasurprisepartyfor

him.Andwebothknowthatit'snoteasytopursue

Imbusise.Hewillaskalotofquestions.Sowewere

wonderingifyoucouldplease.Assistuswiththat

department.

Shegiggled.

Lona:okay.Sendmethedetailsoftheparty.The

venueandtimewhenheneedstogetthereandIwill

seewhatIcandowithhim.

Me:okaythanksbye.

Lona:bye.

Wedisconnected.



Liyolatha:isshethegirlthatmyfatherisheadover

healswith?

Me:what?No.Lonaismarried.Theyjustfriends.

Bestfriendsforthatmatter.

Them:sheismarried.

Inoddedlaughing.Theywereallshockedexceptfor

Oyi,AnethembaandLindile.

~OKUHLESAUL~

:hey

Saidasqueakyvoice.Itwasdefinitelyafemale.She

pickedunderthecarwhichIwasunderneathit.I

triedlookingupbutIforgotIwasunderacarthatI

hitmyheadhard.Webothlaughed.Igotdonedoing

whatIwasdoingandgotout.

Me:Hello

IsaidwipingmyhandswiththeclothIhad.

Her:I'm heretopickupthecar.

Me:EmihleNdoni?



Shenodded.Ialsonodded.

Me:sendizoqibaqhakhonalepartshotayo.But

mjitawam Sayoythengayabo?

(I'm almostdonebutthereisapartmissing.Thatmy

friendwenttobuy.Yousee?)

Isaidcheckingherout.Shewasbeautifulyena

sham.Hadagreatbodyto.ButnopeI'm goodwith

women.Maybetosexherbutneenothingmuch.

Emihle:okayIguessIwillhavetowaitthen.

Inodded.Itookmywaterandsoup.

Me:celauzogalelaapha.Funugawula.

(pleasepourhere.Iwanttoeat)

Shenodded.ShehelpedmewashmyandIslashed

waterather.Shegaspedandpouredtherestofthe

wateronme.Welaughed.Iwenttositdownonthe

carchairthatwasattheshade.

Me:awufunuhlalawena.

(don'tyouwanttosit?)

Sheshookherhead.Imeanthechairwasdirty.I



waswearinganoverall.SoIdidn'tmind.Ishrugged

eatingmyfood.Shegottiredofstandingbecause

shecametositdown.Imeanshewaswearinga

heel.

Me:undityisaKakubiemihle.Sundijonga.

(youmakingmeeathardEmihle.Don'tlookatme)

ShewaslookingatmeasIwaseating.

Emihle:Yavimbasham.

(you'renotagivingperson)

Ilaughedlookingather.

Me:bendizonukisabalambileumna?

(wasIgoingtosniffthatyouarehungry?)

Shenoddedandwelaughed.

Emihle:ndadlala.

(justjoking)

Me:izotyatchi.

(comeandeat)

Sheshookherhead.Ijustpulledhertoomeandshe



movedaway.Ilaughedfeedingher.

Emihle:brozandinukisablouseyam ngamakwapa

akho

(youwillmakemyblousesmellywithyourampits)

DoyouthinkIcared.Ijustcontinuedfeedingherand

sheatethefoodwithme.

Me:OkuhleSaulbytheway.

Emihle:nicetomeetyou.

Me:likewise.

Shenoddedsmiledlookingatme.

_____________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYFOUR.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

{1monthLater,May}

Me:NguHlengiwelo?

(isthisHlengiwe?)

IaskMandla.Wewerelookingathisoldpictures.He

noddedsmiling.Hlengiweishisoldersister.

Mandla:yeah

Welaughed.

Me:youguysweresonaughtywhenyouweresmall.

Lookatthehouse.Italsostilllookstheasthen.

Mandla:youdon'tunderstandthefactthatthat'sa

familyhouseright?

Ilookedathim andwelaughed.HeSaidhisjoking

andkissedme.

Me:babymyflightisinanhour.Comeandhelpme



pack.

Mandla:doyoureallyhavetogo?

Me:Mandla.

Mandla:fineasambe

(let'sgo)

Westoodupandhegavemeapiggybackride.

Mandla:yousurelywanttobreakmybone.

Welaughed.

Me:webothknowthatyou'restrongasanox.

Mandla:yeahright.Butdidyouseehowmuchmore

biggeryouarenow.

Me:no.Thereisnothinglikethat.

Mandla:okay.

Welaughed.IlookedatmyselfonthemirrorandI

wasn'tthatbad.

Me:noMandlayouareexaggeratingthings.I'm not

thatbig.

Mandla:butIcouldfeelthedifferencewhenIwas



liftingyouup.

Ilookedathim sulkingandhelaughedkissingme.

Wekissedandyeahitleadustohavingsex.NowI

hadtorushtotakeashower.Whilehewaspacking

afewclothes.I'm onlygoingtoPEfortheweekend

andweek.Weekendbecauseit'sImbusise'sbirthday

partytomorrow.AndweekbecauseIwanttospend

timewithmyfamily.Imeanit'sbeen2monthssince

Ilastsawthem.Andtalkingthroughthephoneisn't

thesameasbeingintheirpresence.Sesonawillalso

begoingbackhome.Evenifitwasn'tImbusise's

birthdayparty.Iwasstillgoingtogohomebecause

that'swhatweplannednosisterwam.Yenashe

livesincapeTown.Andwhenoneofusfeelslike

goinghome.Webothdo.That'smeandmysister

basically.

Mandla:let'sgobeforeyoumissyourflight.

Inodded.Wekissedbeforewalkingout.Wehadfun

inthecarbeforedroppedmeoff.Wekissed

goodbye.



~OKUHLESAUL~

Iwasattheairportwaitingformysister.Lona.I

havealreadycametofetchSesonaearliertoday.

Thesetwolovemakingmeworkaround.Theyare

alwaysbullyingmejustbecauseI'm theonlyman.

Butregardlessofthat.Ilovemysiblingsmorethan

anything.Iwilldieprotectingthem.Shefinallycame

wheelinghersuitcase.Igottoherandtriedgiving

herahugbutshemovedback.Weburstout

laughing.

Lona:Okuhlethisdresscostedme15kiwon'tlike

youruinitwithoil.Whydidn'tyouchangebefore

comingheremarn!

Me:iwasattheworkshopbeforecominghere.

Wouldyouratherhavepreferredmetostartatthe

house.Takeanhourtogetdressed.Takeanother45

minutedriveheretocomeandfetchyou?Youwould

havebeenangrymoc.

Lona:butstillmarnOkuhle.

Me:mxm

Isaidhuggingherbutshewasn'thuggingmeback.



Shewasjustmovingback.Iburstoutlaughing

lettinghergo.Ihelpedherwithhersuitcase.Iplaced

myarm aroundherneckandheraroundmywaist.

Lona:nowIgetwhyNwabisaleftyouforrichguys.

Youalwayssmelloilman.

Istoppedandgaveheradeadstare.Shelaughed.

Lona:justjoking.

Imadeherfacedirtywithoil.Shelookedatmewith

hermouthwideopen.Iwinkedatherandkissedher

cheeklaughing.Shealsolaughed.WellNwabisais

mybabymama.Sadstorysheleftmeformuch

morericherman.Nwabisawasnewintown.She

camehereforherfirstyearinUniversity.Sowe

dated.AndIusedtodoeverythingforher.Buyher

toiletriessometimes.Becauseherparentscouldn't

affordeverything.Thefeeswerewaytohigh.SoI

dideverythingforher.Sheusedtoappreciate

everythingIdidforher.Ievenintroducedhertomy

family.Butasalways.Myparentsusedtotellme

thatshewasn'ttherightpersonforme.AndI

thoughtit'sjustparentslookingoutforme.Soon



herlastyear.Imadeherpregnant.Shegavebirthto

ourson,Siphamandla,1yearoldthisyear.Itook

careofthebothofthem.Andtherewasn'taproblem

atall.Problemsstartedastheyearwasabouttoend

lastyear.Whenshestartedworking.Shegotamore

highersalarythenmine.Soshewouldalwaysask

meifIwouldliketogobacktoschoolandallthose

stuff.KeepinmindIhaveaMechanicalengineering

degree.Butweallknowthestrugglesoffindinga

jobhereinSouthAfrica.ImustsaymySisterswere

luckyinfindinggoodpayingjobs.Soshebasically

wantedmetohaveamuchmorehighersalarythen

hers.SheknewprettywellhowmuchIstruggled

findingagoodpayingjob.Shesomehowmether

matesnow.Iheardsheisdatingalawyer.Thepretty

sameguysheleftmefor.Isalawyerandsheis

livingalavishlife.That'swhyI'm donewithwomen.I

meanaftereverythingIhavedoneforher.Shedidn't

evenhaveathinginhername.Pickedherupasa

nobodymadehersomebody.Nowallsheseesisa

mechanicwhodoesn'thaveafuture.Whosmells

oilyallthetimeandisalwayssweaty.Whoisn't

determinedaboutanythinginlife.ButIguessthat's



lifeforyou.

Lona:Imissmyniece.Whenaream Iseeingher.

Isighed.

Me:Nwabisadoesn'twantmetoseehim.

Shestoppedonhertracksandlookedatme.I

nodded

Lona:sincewhen?

Me:lastyear.Haven'tyourealizedthathedoesn't

visitanymore.

SheshookherheadandInodded.

Me:sheisn'tallowingmeto.Ihavetriedeverythingin

mypowerLona.Butnothing.

Lona:whydidn'tyoutellusaboutthisokuhle?!Do

yourparentsknowaboutthis?!

Ishookmyheadandsighed.

Me:you'rethefirstpersonI'm telling.

Lona:okuhle!

Me:Iwasmakingaplanokay.I'm stillsavingup



moneysothatIcangotocourtandfightforcustody.

Getagoodlawyer.

Lona:butstillyoushouldhavetoldus.Wewould

havegottenalawyerforyou

Me:Iwantedtodothisonmyown.ButIdon'tthinkI

willwin.Imeanshegoesaroundwithalawyerwho

isagangster.Iearnlessthe10kpermonth.Soitwill

behardtoraisemoney.HenceIhaven'tappliedyet

forcustody.Anotherthingis,sheisalways

threateningmeabouthergangster.

Lona:thisisfucked,butyoushouldhavetoldus

aboutthis.YouknowmeandSesonawouldhave

beenmorethenhappytohelpyououtingettinga

lawyer.

Ilookedather.

Lona:Menandtheirpride.

ShepushedmyheadplayfullyandIlookedatherstill.

Ilovethefactthatmysisterscarethismuchabout

me.ButIseriouslywantedtodothisonmyown.But

whatcanIdowithLona?Shealreadyknowsandshe

willwanttotakematterstoherhandsnow.



Lona:lookIwillcallImbusise.Iknowhewillknow

whattodo.

Me:whoisthat?

Lona:ImbusiseSTOKWE.

Sherolledhereyesandmyeyespoppedout.

Me:howdoyouknowbigsharkslikeImbusise?

Shegiggled.

Me:Lona?

Lona:trustmeonthisone.Wedefinitelygetting

Sipha.Shemightthinkshehasthebestlawyerbut

wehavetwiceasbest.IknowImbusisewill

definitelygetusthebestlawyerever.

Me:doyouthinkhewillhelpus.

Lona:ofcoursehewill.Evenforfree.

Me:freeLona?!

Shenodded.

Lona:yeahwhat'swrong?

Me:wecan'tjusttakehandsoutfrom people.You



knowhowpeopleare.

Lona:savemethelecture.Let'sgotoMuggand

Bean.Hesayshewillbetherein30minutes.

Shesaidpullingme.

_______________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYFIVE.

~OKUHLESAUL~

WegottomuggandbeanandImbusisewasn'there

yet.SoIjustorderedsomethingtoeatforus.AndI

paideventhoughshevolunteeredto.Whoisthe

manhereagain?NomanLonashouldstoptreating

melikeIcan'taffordthings.Shetreatsmelikea

childforgettingsheisthechildbetweenus.

Imbusisegotinandcametous.Westoodup.They

huggedandhestoleaquickpeckfrom her.I

chuckled.Ialreadyknewwhat'sgoingonhere.The

chemistrybetweenthem couldn'tevenbemissed.I

alreadyknewthatthereisdefinitelysomethinggoing

onbetweenthem.Helookedatme.Ireachedoutfor

ahandshakebutinsteadhegavemeamanlyhug.

Can'theseethatI'm oily?Surelythissuitcostsmore

thenmysalary.ButIgaveitbacktohim.Wesat

down.

Lona:BusisethisisOkuhle…



Imbusise:yourbrother.Icanseetheresemblance

Mamie.

Thenithitmethathewastheonewhosaid'Mamie

willyoujustshutup!'atcourtwhenIwaswatching

hercaseamonthago.Ialwaysdo.Itmakesmeso

damnproudofher.Iburstoutlaughing.Theylooked

atme.

Me:soyoucheatingonMandla.Iknewthosedad…

andmam…weren'tfornothingsomethingis

happeningbetweenyoutwo.Andyoujust

conformeditrightnow.

MeandImbusiselaughed.Lonagaveusadead

stare.

Me:can'tbelievethisisyou.NoI'm notjudging.But

youweretheonewhohasalwaysbeenloyal

betweenus.Includingyou'resister.

WeLaughedagainnoImbusiseandshejustkept

quiet.

Imbusise:youdidn'ttellmethatmybrotherinlaw

wasfuntobearoundwith?YouknowIwouldhave

beenfriendswithhim alongtimeago



Lona:stopdreamingaboutbeingmarriedwithme.

Webothknowthatwhatwehavebetweenusisover.

Imbusise:sayssomeonewhocametocelebratemy

birthdaywithme.

Lona:nowhofedyouthoselies.Icameformyfamily

here.

Imbusise:Mamiedon'tletmetakeoutmyphoneand

showhim howexcitedyouareaboutmybirthday.

Lonagavehim adeadstare.Ilaughedatthem.It's

socutewatchingthem arguing.Makingmewishmy

sisterwasmarriedtohim ratherthenMandla.I

meanLonaisstillyoungtobemarriedinpolygamy.

PlusMandlais3yearsyoungerthenmyparents.It's

justwrongmarn.It'slikesheismarriedtodads

matesnow.Phoffsheis.Butwhatcanwedowhen

shelovesoldermen.That'sher.Shehasalways

beenlikethat.AndsinceshelovesMandlawasthe

mainreasonwhyweallblessedher.Andshewas

happy.Phoffwesawshewashappy.That'swhat

matteredtous.

Lona:Ididn'tcallyouforthathere.



Henodded

Imbusise:I'm listening.

Lona:somybrotherhasachildhere.Andhisbaby

mamadoesn'twanttogivehim accesstohischild.

Whenhegoesthere.Shealwaysthreatenshim with

hergangsterboyfriend.Hernewpartner.Sosince

youarealsoingangsterism.Andalsoinlaw.We

wonderingifyoucouldgetusthebestlawyerforthis

case.Wecan'taffordtoloseSipha.Heis,hisonly

child.

Henodded.

Imbusise:forhowlonghasthisbeengoingonfor?

Me:sincelastyear.

Imbusise:whyhaven'tyougottenalawyer?

Me:stillraisingmoneytogetthebestlawyer.You

canalsoseeI'm amechanic.Iearnlessthen10kper

month.Soitain'teasyman.Plusit'sthesameI

wouldhavelostthecase.Wetalkingabouta

gangsterlawyerhere.Surelyyouknowhowthey

operatesinceyoualsointhegame.



Henodded.

Imbusise:yeahIgetwhereyoucomingfrom.ButI

willalsoneedyouinreturn.

Lona:noImbusise.Youdefinitelynotusingmy

brotherinyourshadystuff.

Imbusise:Iwillonlyneedhim toripcars.

Lona:no.

Imbusise:thinkaboutit.Moremoneysbali.Simnyise

sayexaebonabusinessyakhoisebenza.Hambane

bigsharks.

(brotherinlaw.Wewillputherthroughshitwhen

sheseesyou'rebusinessbooming.Walkingaround

withbigsharks)

Ichuckledsmirkingstretchingmybeard.

Lona:noOkuhleyoudefinitelynotgettinginvolved

withhim.

Imbusise:akudlalwanawekanene.

(peoplecan'tplaywithyouagain)

Theystartedmakingthosefunnyfaceschildrendo



whenyouhavesomethingtothem.Orwhentheyare

angry.Thosefunnyfacesmarn.Icouldn'thelpbut

laughatthem.Iftheywoulddateseriously.Iwould

reallylovehim formysister.Notjustbecausehis

treatinghergreat.ButIjustlovehim.Imeanmy

sisterisalsohappyinawaythatshehasneverbeen.

Sheisevendoingthingsshehasneverdonebefore.

Ilovethem already.Theyendeduplaughingto.

Imbusise:InevertoldyouthatbeforeIdidmyBCom

LLBdegree.IfirstdidLawonitsown?

Lonashookhishead.

Imbusise:wellIdid.Ialsodoothercases.Likethese

too.SoIwillbeabletohelpyouout.Wedefinitely

gettingyourchild.Infullcustodynorh.

Me:isn'tthatabittomuchsharedcustodywillbe

fine.

Them:phambenefullcustody

(yourmad…)

Welaughed.AndInoddedanyway.

Imbusise:IwilltellyouwhatIneedfrom youlateron.



Linawillsendmeyournumber.Iwillalsogetacourt

datefornextweek.Youwanttheprocesstobefast

right?

Inodded.Theyalsonodded.

Imbusise:Mamiewillyoubeabletohelp?

Lona:no.I'm neverappealingincourtwithyou

especially.Notafterwhatyoudid.

Weburstoutlaughing.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:Imbusiseletmeblindfoldyou.

Imbusise:why?

Itwashisdaytoday.AndIwasatthevenuewithhim.

Peoplewerejustwaitingforus.

Me:it'sasurprisedaddy.

Imbusise:youdoknowIhatesurprisesright?

Inodded.

Me:Iknowyoudo.Butyouwilllovethisonetrustme.



Imbusise:thisbetterbeworthitMamie.

Me:itwillbecome.

Isaidgiggling.Hesmiledbeforekissingme.Iblind

foldhim beforeIhelpedhim getout.

Me:it'syourbirthdaybutstillyoudon'twanttobe

surprised.

Welaughedwalking.

Imbusise:thatremindsme.Youhaven'tgivenmemy

presentyet.

Me:it'sinside.

Isaidgiggling.Helaughed.

Imbusise:okay.

Wewalked.PhoffIwashelpinghim walk.Asalways

hewastalkingshitallthewayin.Andhewas

makingmelaugh.Wefinallygotin.

Imbusise:Linatherearepeoplehere.Icanfeeltheir

presence.Surelythisisasurpriseparty.Ifitis.I

adviceyoutotakemebackbecauseIwon'tlistento

longboringspeechesandliesbeingsaidaboutme.



Everyonewasholdingintheirlaughter.

Me:areyouready?

Imbusise:LONALINAMANDLAtakemeback.Ihate

beingonthespotlightyoumakingmeshy.Okay

ndizozcamelake

(Iwillpeeonmyselfthen)

Icouldn'tstandit.Ijusttookitoff.

Everyone:surprise!!!

Theysaidlaughing.

Imbusise:Heebanioplanlomnqundu?Hainindiqela

kakubiNina.Nidenibalabandina40nyani.Notna

35.Hainindiqelaamasimba.KwediniSusalanto.

Yey!

(whoplannedthisshit?Youguysaredisrespecting

me.YoualsowroteI'm really40.Noteven35.You

reallyaredisrespectingme.Boytakethatoff)

HesaidtoShakaandwecouldn'tstoplaughingat

him.OohImbusisemadoda.

______



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYSIX.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Lona:baxelele.

(tellthem)

Ilookedather.ItwaslikeIwasn'tgoingtotalk.

Them:asixelelentoni?

(whatshouldbetellus?)

Lona:AnikanoticebaakhekhoSiphaapha.Phoff

akekezi.

(haven'tyounoticedthatSiphaisn'there.Hehasn't

camehere.)

Theyalllookedatme.

Mom:ndithenqa.Uphimntanawena?Kuninindim

buza?

(Iknewsomethingwaswrong.Whereisthechild?I

havebeenaskingyou)



Me:Nwabisaakafunindim bone.Qhoxandisiyapha

uyom thathauthiuzandibuzelalachapyakheintsha

andligintsalachap.

(Nwabisadoesn'twantmetoseehim.EverytimeI

gotherehethreatenstocallhergangsterboyfriend.)

Them:intoni?!

(what?!)

Inodded.

Sesona:haiboNwabisanjani?

(how?)

Inodded.

Dad:ngokutheniungatshokwedini?

(nowwhydon'tyousaysoboy?)

Me:ndiyatshonjetayma

(I'm sayingsonowdad)

Mom:zandithethilekengalanalontroyndathizakhu

jikela.

(ioncesaidsoaboutthatslut.Itoldshewillturnher



backagainstyou)

Ilookedatherandtheyallclickedtheirtongue.

Dad:theniUngaphone.lisocialworkerkengoku?

(whydon'tyoucallsocialworkersthen?)

Me:akhoneedforlontotayma.Usibonasifikelate

noLona.Siyesadibanenenyelawyerzasinceda.

(thereisnoneedforthatdad.Yousawwecamelate

withLona.Wemetanotherlawyerthatwillhelpme)

Theynodded.

Sesona:utheligintsamoclomtukaNwabisaaphinde

abeyilawyer.Xaucingasizoywinalacase?

(yousaidnwabisa'smanisagangsterandalawyer.

Doyouthinkwewillwinthiscase?)

MeandLona:noImbusiseligintsamoc?

(alsoImbusiseisagangster)

Them:intoni

(what?)

Wenodded



Dad:niwazelaphiNinaamagintsanorhowphi

Imbusise?

(howdoyouknowgangster?AndwhichImbusise?)

Me:nankubuzaniloowyakhe.Umnabesendizi

save.laMaliforlawyer.Waskewandifumanelibig

Sharko'ImbusiseSTOKWE

(askher.It'sherboyfriend.Iwassavingmoneyfor

myownlawyer.Shejustcamewithabigshark

Imbusisestokwe)

Shegavemeadeadstareandtheylookedather.

Sesona:ImbusiseStokwewellknownlawyer.Witha

hospital.ThatImbusise?

Lonanoddedandtheylookedatusshocked.

Mom:umazelaphiyenalo?

(howdoessheknowhim?)

Lona:yuuhHaiwethumamandamaziqha.Bulelani

NinaqhasizofumanaSipha.Lungisani.Bynext

weekuzobezulaapha.

(Ijustknowhim mom.Justbegratefulthatwewill



getSipha.Fixthings.Bynextweekhewillbegoing

aroundhere)

Them:LONALINAMANDLA!

Theywarned.I'm suretheyhavealreadygottenthe

signs.Lonalookedelsewhereexceptthem.

…

…

Iwasattheworkshopdoingmythingasalways.I

justdroppedoffLonaatImbusise'shouse.Theyare

goingtohissurpriseparty.That'swhatshetoldme.

Someonestoodbehindmeandcoveredmyeyes.

Thatpersongiggled.

:guesswhoitis?

TheonlygirlIknowwithasqueakyvoiceIknowis

Emihle.Ismirked.

Me:Emihle

Shegiggledbeforecomingtostandinfrontofme.

Shewasinatraditionalattire.

Me:laphekasi?



(youhereinthetownship?)

Shenodded.

Emihle:Iwasjustpassingby.SoIthoughtwhynot

comeandsayhi.Thereisaceremonyathome.

Me:isn'titbadlucktogetoutwhilethereisa

ceremony?

Sheshruggedsmiling.Ilaughed.

Me:youlovesmilingfornoreason.

ShegavemeadeadstareandIlaughed.

Me:anyway.Ithoughtyouwereacitygirl.Youdon't

cometothehodes.

Emihle:Iam acitygirl.Butdaddyforcedmetocome

here.SinceIdidn'twanttobebored.Icame.Onlyto

beboredworsebecauseIdon'tgetalongwithmy

cousins.TheysayIirritatethem withmyEnglish.So

Icameheretoyou.

Me:sowhenyouboredyoutakeoutyourboredom at

me?

Sheshruggedandwesmiled.



Me:let'stakeawalkandletmeshowyouaround.

Introduceyoutoafewpeople.Yabo?

Shenoddedsmiling.Iwashedmyhandsandclosed

thegateofthewarehouse.Iwalkedaroundwithher

greetingpeople.Iwastellingheraboutmyself.And

herthesamething.Ievenboughtice-cream sinceit

washot.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ican'tbelievethattheyactuallyplannedasurprise

partyforme.Ireallydoappreciateit.ButIwillnever

showthat.

Me:youevencamewithaKingsshare.

Theylaughed.Igreetedeveryonebeforegoingtosit

downatthechairtheyhadforme.Onefootwas

overthearm restandLiyolathamademeweara

crown.ThepartystartedandmyAuntopenedup

withaprayer.Sheistheonlyelderwehave.Meand

mybrothersandsister.Shedoesn'thavekidsofher

own.Soshetakesusasherown.Sheisbased

emaxhoseniyena.Thepartystartedandeveryone



cametogivemeapresent.Thespeechesandall.

Theyweresweetandfunnyatthesametime.Some

ofmycolleagueswereshockedtoseemelikethis

becauseIhavealwaysbeenintimidating.Let'sjust

say.EversinceLinawalkedinmylife.Things

changed.Mycrazysideseemstogetthebestofme

now.OrisitbecauseI'm happy?Nosurelylove.

Becausethatshitmakesyoudothingsyouhave

neverdonebefore.Andthat'smerightnow.Itwas

hertimetotalk.Shegreetedeveryone.

Lona:Iwon'tsaymuchtoyou.AsIhavealready

spokentoyoubeforewegotherright?

Ishookmyheadlookingatherfrowningandshe

gavemeadeadstare.Everyoneburstoutlaughing

lookingatus.

Lona:mxm.Youloveacting.Hlalakakuhlenorhube

usivulelaamathangaapha.Konbayibirthdayyakho?

(sitproperly.Don'topenyourlegsforus.Evenifit's

you'rebirthday?)

Me:Nam bonayandicontrolaguys?

(youseesheiscontrollingmeguys?)



Shelookedatmesquinting.Peoplecouldn'tstop

laughingatus.ButIsatupstraightanyway.Things

don'tendwiththiswoman.

Lona:butyeah.Ididn'tbuyyoumuch.Notjustonly

becauseyouliketoldmeaboutyourbirthdaylast

month.Butyouwerealsotheonethattaughtme

aboutsavingmoney.SinceyouknowalltheplansI

have.YouaretheonethattoldmehowIshouldsave

moreratherthenspending.WhichiswhyIdidn'tget

youmuchtoday.MaybenextyearImightcomewith

amuchmoredramaticpresent.Asyouare.

Welaughed.Shesaidrollinghereyes.

Lona:butyeahIna.Hopeyouwillappreciatethelittle

thingsIgotyou.

(here)

Itookthepaperfrom LVsmiling.

Shaka:HeeHailoLV.Andsaidshedidn'tspend

much.

(thisLV…)

Weburstoutlaughing.



Lona:mxxm.Butmanymoreyearstocome.Moreto

life,happiness,makingmoremoney,success,and

nothingbutblissfulyears.Happybirthday.

Shesaidsmiling.Ialsosmiledandstooduptogive

herahug.ShewentawayandIsatdownlookingat

thepresents.

Me:guysshesaidthelittlethingsIboughtyoubut

thereisaRolexwatchherewithmynameanda

crownontop.Notforgettingthediamonds.

TheyallgaspedlookingatLonaandshehidherself.

Wealllaughed.

Me:Ineedtightsecuritydamn

Isaidshowingittothem andtheyallwentlike'Yuuh".

Ishookmyhead.Ihavemanywatchesbutthisone

ismyfavoritenow.Therewereallsocksand

underwearhere.Ichuckledandshookmyhead.

Thesearedefinitelyturningintomyluckyunderwear

andsocks.Therewerealsocuffsherewiththesign

L.Ismiled.WhenIlookedatthebottom therewasa

lingerie.Aredone.Ismirkedlookingatherandshe

winked.Ishookmyheadlookingfarfrom her



becauseIwasslowlygettingtempted.u'Ngconde

wasraisingandI'm withpeoplehere.Ihadalready

hadherpicturewearingit.Theprogram wentOnand

itwasTimeformetodeliveraspeech.

Me:IwouldliketosayMqunduwakhetowhoever

plannedthisbecausetheyknowIhatesurprises.

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Me:butIreallydoappreciateyou'reeffortsguyseven

ifIknowdeepinsideofmeIdon't.Butyougetwhat

I'm tryingtosay?

Theylaughedmore.

Me:butthankyouforcomingtospendthisdaywith

me.Imeani'dyanikhulile.NextitwillhaveGreyhair.

Butthankyouguysforcomingtospendmy35th

birthdaypartywithme.I'm not40.

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Me:thankyousomuch.Ireallydon'thavemuchto

say.ButIthankmyparentsupaboveforbringingme

toearth.MyTheirsoulscontinuetorestinpeace.

Them:lightandlove



Ismiled.

Me:butlet'snotdepressourselveswiththat.Let'sall

enjoyourtime.Iseethereisfoodanddrinksfor

everyone.Thankstotheorganizers.Theydidapretty

goodjob.Ndazbonanehuns.Surelymybrothers

hadsomethingtodowiththis.ButMamiezandi

xolelanamhlanjendibonihunsezihotapha.

(Mamiewillforgivemetoday.Iseehotwomenhere.)

IsaideyeingLinaandshegavemeadeadstare.

Everyonelaughed.

Me:tomorehunstoo.Idonotknowwhykweziz

speechzenubezindilalisaningatshongo.Mxm Nina.

(intheseboringspeechsofyourswhyyoudidn'tsay

so.You)

TheyburstoutlaughingandIgotoffstage.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYSEVEN.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Me:jongamasambeSiyaphakhayasurelylambile

becauseokosihamba.

(looklet'sgotomyhousesurelyyou'rehungry

becausewehavebeenwalkingforawhilenow)

Shenodded.

Emihle:kukobani?

(whoisathome?)

Me:mywholefamily.Wecangetinatthebackifyou

wanttoandgostraighttomyroom.

Sheshookherhead.

Emihle:it'srudetodothat.Wewillgetinandgreet

firstbeforegoingtoyourroom.

Inodded.Wecontinuedtalkingandfightingoversilly

thingstillwegotathome.Wewalkedinatthefront



andmyparentswereherewithSesonaandmyaunt

Neliswa.

Me:guysnguEmihleNdonilomyfriend.Emihlethis

ismyfamily.Mamam lowabelitayma.Nguaunt

wam loNeliswa.Thenbengusisterwam ludika

kakulunaklolona.Sesona.

(thisisEmihleNdonimyfriend…thatmymom and

dad.ThisismyauntNeliswa.Thenthisismysister

thatirritatesthemost.Morethenlona.Sesona)

Theyalllaughed.Greetingswereexchangedandmy

mom anddadwereallsmiling.Ihopetheynot

thinkingotherwise.

Me:wejustcametogreetandgototheback.

Mom:urhwadawenaOkuhle.Hlalaphantsimntanam

ndizonenzelaukutya.

(youarerudeOkuhle.SitdownmychildIwillmake

foodforyou)

Emihle:okayMA.

Isatdownwithher.

Sesona:"youwerealsoinmedicalschoolright?



Emihlenoddedlookingather.

Emihle:oohIknew,Iknewyoufrom somewhere.

Neliswa:youwereinthesameclass?

Theynodded.

Sesona:yeah.Whereareyouworkingnow?

Emihle:Ihavemyownsurgeon.AtBlueWaterBay.

Dad:impressive.

Me:whyareguysinterviewingheragain?

Them:v'tsek

Welaughed.

Sesona:IgotajobatCapeTownumna.Basically

assistinganotherdentistathissurgeon.Butuya

dikayhobawelauzangaphangoku.

(buthisirritating.Iwanttocomeherenow)

Welaughed.

Dad:youdon'tlooklikeatownshipgirl.SorryifI

offendedyou.Butuzothiniapha?

(whatareyoudoinghere?)



Emihle:notoffendedatallTakaOkuhle.Icamehere

becausetheisaceremonyatmyfather'shousehold.

SosinceIwasbored.IdecidedtocometoOkuhle.

Theynoddedsmiling.

Neliswa:soyoudounderstandthathisamechanic

andearnslessthenyoudo?

Me:aunt…

Them:v'tsek.

Mom camewithfood.Shebasicallymadefoodfor

everyone.Weallthankedher.

Emihle:yesndayazibaungumechanicandhim

earninglessthenIdo.Ayongxaki.

(Iknowhisamechanic…isnotaproblem)

Waitwhyaretheytalkinglikewedating.Sheisalso

intheequation.Theysmiledlookingather.They

continuedaskingquestions.Sheevenhelpedmy

mom washthedishes.Haibogirl.Uzoimpress.ain

lawsapha?

(didshecomeheretoimpresshereinlaws?)



Anywaywhenshewasdone.Wewenttomyroom.

Shelookedaround.

Emihle:yourroom isdodark.

Me:ibepink?

(mustitbepink?)

Shelookedatmeandwelaughed.

Me:letmegotakeashower.Kabuthathilaptopand

lookforanicemovietowatch.Ezizintozenuzi

romanticmarn.Ayontozam ezi.

(takethelaptop…theseromanticthingsman.They

ain'tmythings)

Welaughed.Igotinthebathroom andstartedtaking

ashower.Igotdoneandwenttolotionintheroom.

Shewasstillbusy.SheeventookoutherWi-Firooter.

Me:wasn'titconnectedtotheWiFi?

Sheshookherhead.Inodded.Igotdonewearing

myboxersonly.Imeanthisismyroom.Iwillwear

clotheswhenIhavetoaccompanyher.Iwentto

climbonbed.



Emihle:broyoucoveredmycolognewithyourthings.

Ismiled.Shechose50shadesofGrey.Ilookedat

herandshegiggledrestingbetweenmylegs.With

herheadonmychest.

Me:youreallywanttomakemehorny.

Sheshookherheadgiggling.Iplayedthemovie.And

halfwaythroughit.Iwasalreadyhorny.Shelooked

atmeandgavemeapeck.Imadeherfacemeand

thingsleadtotheotherthatweendedupmaking

love.3roundsin1round.Anditwasthebestsham.

Butshewaswaytotight.Igotoffherandtherewas

bloodontheshits.Holdon.

Me:youwereaVirgin?

Shenodded.

Me:whydidn'tyoutellmeEmihle?ImeanI'm aguy

youjustmetandI…

Emihle:lookOkuhleIwantedthismorethenever.

AndIalsodidn'tthinkIwillloseitlikethis.Ialways

thoughtitwouldberomanticthing.ButatleastIlost

ittosomeoneIfeltlikewhodeservesallofme.



Me:Emihle

Shejustkissedme.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Thepartycontinued.AndIwashavingthebesttime

ever.Linawaswatchingmefrom afar.Iwasalso

doingthesame.AllIwantedwasforthesepeopleto

live.Iwasgettingimpatientnow.Andthisalcohol

wasgettingthebestofme.Becauseitwasmaking

memorehorny.Pluswhatshehadonto.Because

shewoulddoallthoseseducingthings.Shebetter

handlewhatshestarted.Thehourswhenbyslowly

andIwassickandtiredumna.

Me:majitandaphelaaphaumna.Sozendifekuk

batyarhaa.

(guysI'm dyinghere.Iwon'tdiefrom beinghorny.)

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Me:zenizeneziweiphakum

(comewiththesethingstomyhouse)



Isaidstandingupandtheywerelaughingnon-stop.I

indicatedtoLinathatsheshouldcome.AsIwas

abouttowalkout.Ilookedatmybrothers.Lethu

wasshocked.Iwinkedlookingatthem andthey

laughed.Wegottomyhouse.Andyouknowwhat

shedid?Shetookoffherandopenedherlegswildly.

Iwon'tblamealcoholonthisone.Becauseshe

wasn'tdrinking.

Lona:nantsiyeko

(hereitis.It'syours)

Thatjustmademewanthermore.Wehadendless

sexandsheslepthere.Iwokeupinthemorningand

shewasnowheretobefound.Iwantedtowakeup

withhernexttome.Ilookedathersideofthebed

andtherewasapaperandapregnancytest.Itook

them.'lastpresentoftheday.Hopeyouarereadyto

beafather'.Thatwaswhatwaswritten.Ilookedat

thetest.Andtherewere2lines.Myeyespoppedout.

WhatI'm goingtobeafather?!Iquicklycalledher

andshejustgiggled.

Me:tellmeyou'rejoking?



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYEIGHT.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Someonewokemeup.Iopenedmyeyesanditwas

Emihle.

Me:mhh?

Emihle:IhavetogoOkuhle.Pleasetakemehome.

Myfatherhasbeencalling.

Me:calm downemihle.

Shecalmeddown.

Me:tellmewhat'shappening.

Emihle:myfatherhasbeencallingmeeversincelast

night.Andthisismyfirsttimesleepingout.

Ismiled.

Me:nowyou'rescared?

Shegavemeadeadstare.Ilaughedpullingherto

me.Shesleptontopofme.



Me:babyyoucan'tgohome.RememberIbrokeyour

virginity.Sodefinitelyyouwillhaveweirdwalksand

yourdadwillrealizesomethingiswrongandsince

youneversleptout.Hewillconnectthedots.

Emihle:whatnow?

Me:callhim andtellhim youwillcomebackon

Tuesday.

Emihle:Okuhle.

Me:justdoasIsay.Sayyououtwithfriends.

Emihle:mydadknowsIdon'thavefriends.

Ilookedatherandshegiggled.

Emihle:okayIwillcallandtellhim that.Whatifasks

totalktomyfriends.

Me:Ihavesisters.

ShenoddedanddidasItoldhertodo.Herfather

agreed.

Me:nowlet'sgotakeashowerbeforemom comes

andcallsusforbreakfast.

Shenodded.



Me:goandfillthebathwhileIsokethesesheetsin

water.

Emihle:thereisnoneedforthat.Iwillwashthem on

myown.Imean…

Ishookmyheadandkissedhersmiling.

Me:no.Thereisnoneedforthatjustgo.

Shenoddedbeforegoing.Imadethebedandtook

thedirtysheetswithherbloodonoutside.Iwentto

thehouseandtookwashingpowderandbleach.I

wenttothelaundryroom andIsokedthem inwater.

Iwashthem lateron.Iwentbacktotheroom andI

joinedherinthebath.WegotdoneandIgaveher

myclothes.Thet-shirtwerelittlebitbigbutthe

jeanswerefittingherperfectly.Wewenttothe

houseandmymotherwasabouttocallus.Lona

washereandhereyeswerered.Ilaughedather.

Me:babythisisLonamysister.LonathisisEmihle

myfriend.

Them:Hailofriend.

(nothisfriend)



Welaughed.

Lona:Iwouldsaynicetomeetyou.ButIcan'teven

seeyouproperly.I'm dying.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Dad:yabuthandatywalanawemarnlona.

(youalsolovealcoholLona)

Lona:khangeseleTata.QhakhangendilalaBeku

mnandipha

(Ididn'tdrinkdad.ButIdidn'tsleep.Itwasfunthere)

Welookedatherandlaughed.

Mom:Lonayekalentoyenzayotshatile.

(Lonastopwhatyoudoingyourmarried)

Lona:mamanguImbusisekodwa.Iswearnguyeoza

kum.

(mom it'sImbusise.Iswearhistheonethatkeeps

oncomingtome)

Emihle:naweyam vumelaaze?

(youalsolethim come?)



Us:tchi!

Lona:haiboskwiza.Ithoughtyouhadmybackhere?

(sisterinlaw…)

Welaughedmore.

Lona:anywaywhatmeandhim hadendednow.I

can'truinmymarriagewiththis.NotafterwhatIdid

today.

Weshrugged.Shetolduswhatshedidandweburst

outlaughing.

Lona:it'spaybackforwhathealsodid

Us:Lonayouareevil.

Dad:awusongumntanam wena.

(you'renotmychild)

Lona:daddy.

Dadshookhisheadandwelaughedmore.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:noI'm notjoking.



Imbusise:Ican'tbelievethis.Ireallyam goingtobea

father.Ican'twait.

Igiggled.

Imbusise:babywehavetogoforscans.NowhatI'm

onmyway.Rightnow.Youjustmademethe

happiestmanalive.

Me:butImbusisehowarewegoingtomakeitwork.

BecauseI'm definitelynotdivorcingmyhusband.

Imbusise:wewilldiscusseverythingwhenIgetthere.

Me:okay.

WedisconnectedandIcalledMbangi.

Me:heboughtthewholepregnancything.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mbangi:youareplayingwithfireLona.

Me:hedeserveseverything.Imeanhealsoplayed

withmeatthewarehouseandcourt.WhatifIgot

caught?NowhewillprobablythinkI'm really

pregnant.

Welaughed.



Mbangi:whatifhewantsscans.

Me:hiscomingherenow.Thegynecologistwillsee

nothingandhewouldhavegottenhishopeshighfor

nothing.

Mbangi:Lona.

Welaughedmore.

Me:helovesjokingaroundto.Peopleshouldalso

jokearoundwithhim.

Welaughed.

Mbangi:nowbringmebackmypregnancytest.I

needtoshowittomyman.

Me:justdoanothertestmarnMbangi.

Mbangi:buymeone.2norh.

Me:finewilldo.Ican'tbelieveIwillbearichaunt

soon.

Wegiggled.I'm notpregnantguys.Thepregnancy

testIgavetoImbusiseisMbangi's.

_______



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

THIRTYNINE.

~OKUHLESAUL~

IhadtogototheworkshopandfinishthecarIwas

busywithyesterdaybeforeEmihlecame.Igotdone

withitandthepersonofthecarcametofetchit.Got

paidandIwenttoplacethemoneyinmyoffice.In

thesafethere.Iclosedtheplacebeforeother

customerscome.Iwenthome.Ican'thaveavisitor

andbeonthestreets.Imeanwhoisgoingto

entertainher.IgothomeandMomscarwasn'tat

thegarage.Iwentwhereisshe.Igotinthehouse

andtherewasnooneatatthelounge.SoIwalked

downthepassengertothekitchen.Mydadwasthe

onlyoneleftcooking.

Me:wherearetheothers?

Dad:bayetown.Eziwayzabomarnshoppingspree.

(theywenttothemall.Theirthingsman,shopping

spree)



Me:Emihle?

Dad:naye

(alsoher)

Ishookmyhead.

Me:whyareyouguystakingherasifsheisyour

daughterinlaw?

Welaughed.

Dad:Kubaucifanbauzotshatabanikwedini?

(whodoyouthinkyouwillmarryboy?)

Me:taymayayazinawebasozetshateumna.

(dadyouknowIwon'tgetmarried)

Dad:phambenekwedini.Aftermntanabantueku

Nikeubuntombibakhe?

(yourmadboy.Aftershegaveyouhervirginity?)

Ilookedathim onsome'howdidyouknow?'

Dad:mamakhoyamazimocbusy.Ulibonilesheetke.

Andsheisexpectingyoutowifeher.AndNam

andiwafuniamanyeamankazanangaphandleko



emihle.

(youknowhowbusyyourmotheris.Shesawthe

sheet…Ialsodon'twantanothergirlhereexpectfor

Emihle)

ThisisactuallythefirsttimeI'veeverheardmy

parentsspeakingaboutagirlIbroughtover.Right

whenIhavegivenuponloveandtheyseea

daughterinlaw.Banjaniabazalidarn?Ilookedat

him andchuckled.Henoddedandwenttorinsethe

macaronihewasmaking.

Me:rightwhenIgaveuponloveyouguysare

blessingher.

Hesmiledlookingatme.

Dad:Iwasalsolikeyou.Butyouknowtherightthing

todo.Justdoherright.Thatgirlseemstobeway

toomuchinlovewithyou.Whendidyouguysmeet?

Me:Idon'trememberwhen.Butitwasoursecond

timemeetingizolo.

(yesterday)

Hesmiled.



Dad:andshealreadygaveyouherdignity.That

shouldmeantheworldtoyou.Stopbeingfoolish.

Youwillloseherwhilefoolingaround.Imeanhow

manygirlswouldacceptyoujustthewayyouare

withoutseeingfaultsandwrongsinyou?How

perfectandimperfectyouare.Dotherightthing

beforeit'stolate.Ihateseeingyouhurt.Dotheright

thing.

Me:willdo.

Ihelpedhim cookandtheycamebackwithlotsof

shoppingbags.Lonawasalsowiththem.Theywere

sohappy.IgaveEmihlethekeystomyroom.

Me:mbobekazakhopharoom.inimpahla.

(gooutyourclothesintheroom)

Shenoddedandwenttotheroom.Mysistersand

mothersmiledlookingatme.

Me:what?

Them:sheistheperfectoneforyou.Sheeven

boughtSiphasomeclothes.

Me:weain'tevendatingyet.



Mom:youtookhervirginityyoubetterdotheright

thing.Idon'twantanotherdaughterinlawhere.

Me:didshebewitchyouguys?Youguysneverloved

agirlIbought.

Theyshooktheirheadsandwelaughed.Wegot

donecookingnetaymaandweateasafamily.

Lona:Ihavetogetready.

Weshrugged.

Lona:MbangiandShakaareannouncingthatthey

arehavingachildsoon.ToShaka'sfamily.Soshe

invitedmetocomeoversinceI'm herbestfriend.

Sheneedsmysupport.

Wenodded.Shetoherroom andwecontinued

havingfun.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

AsIrushedupstairsmyfamilygotin.

Me:wrongtiming.Ihavetogo.Youknowaroundthe

house.



Anethemba:yaphi?

(whereareyougoing?)

Me:tothehospital.

Theylookedatme.

Lungiswa:whereisyourbriefcase.

Me:notformetowork.Foraourfirstcheckupno

Mamie.

Them:whatdoyoumeanfirstcheckup.

Me:sekunjaloguys.

(sheispregnant)

MybrothersandShaka:Imbusise!

Me:Haiyintoni?

(what?)

Them:doyouunderstandbatshatile?

(doyouunderstandsheismarried?)

Me:yeahso?

Them:Imbusise



Theyallwarnednow.

Me:what?

Theylookedatmeindisbelief.

Lindile:yournotgoinganywhere.Whatifit'sher

husbandschild.

Me:noit'snot.Igaveherfertilitypillswhenshewas

withme.

Theyalllookedatmewiththeireyespoppedout.

Lethulaughedfirstandtherestfollowed.Ialso

laughed.Theyshooktheirheadslookingatme.

Xhanti:Ifeelpityforwhoevershusbandsheis.

Theyforcedmetositwiththem.IguessIwillgo

tomorrowforscans.HowexcitedIwastomeetmy

son.ButIguessIwillseeyounexttime

Ovayoizukhungo.Yeahthatwillbemyson'sname.

Buttheycameherebecausetherewillbedinner.

ApparentlyShakahasanannouncementtomake.

Myhousehasturnedintoafamilyhouse.Imeanhis

fatherhouseisasbigasmine.Weallgotdressed

forthedinner.HewenttofetchOYIMBANGI.And



theycamewithLona.HowhappyIwastoseeher

here.Wewenttothedinnertable.Andthistimeshe

wassittinginfrontofme.Shesurelydidn'twantthe

repeatofthelastdinner.Thedinnerstartedandit

wasfun.

Lethu:IwouldliketoaskLonaaquestion.

Lona:yesyoumay.

Shesaidsmiling.

Zukhanye,LethuandXhanti:aremarried?

Shenoddedsmiling.

Lona:yesIam.

Xhantiwasnexttohersohesawthering.He

showedittothem andtheyallnodded.Iwonderwhy

theyasking.

Zukhanye:atfirstyouweren'twearingit.Didyouget

marriedrecently?

Lona:no.Someoneactuallytookit.

That'swhenithitthem thatitwasme.Ijustdrank

mywhiskeyandtheychucklednodding.We



continuedtalkingandIfeltsomethingtouching

u'Ngconde.Ijumpedback.

Me:whatthefuck?!

Everyonelookedatme.Ilookeddownandtherewas

nothing.

Them:ntoni?

(whatisit?)

IlookedatLonaandshesmirked.

Me:nothing.Imustbegoingcrazy.

Them:verycrazy.

WelaughedandImovedbackin.Waithowdidher

feetgettome.Isshethatlong?Ifeltherfeetagain

andshewasbrushingmydickwithherfeet.Andmy

dickwasallexcited.Ihadaboner.Icouldn'teven

concentrate.Allshedidwasinteractlikenothingis

happening.Thiswomanreallywantsmedead.It

tookeverythinginmytonotgroanoranything.And

alcoholwasn'thelping.Surelymyeyesarerednow

becausetheywereburning.Icouldn'tstanditany

more.Ijuststoodandleft.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Imbusisejuststormedoutandwealllookedateach

other.IlookedatLonaandshewassmilingdrinking

herdrink.Iknewshehadsomethingsowiththat.

Andhiseyeswerebloodshootred.Wechuckled

twicebeforeweburstoutlaughing.

Anethemba:Haimarnyintoningoku?

(noman,whatnow?)

Welaughedindisbelief.

Lungiswa:isyourfatherfine?Hefirstjumpedup.

Nowhestormedout?

WelookedatLiyolathaandshewasstilllookingup

thestairsindisbelief.

Zukhanye:thisisthefirst.Iwonderwhathappened

tohim.

HesaideyeingLonawhowassquintinglookingat



herglassofdrink.Shesurelymadehim horny.But

how?Sheisfarfrom him.Myunclesalsoeyedher.

AlsoMbangi.

Lona:surelyvukelwezintozakhe.

(madehisthingswokeup)

Wealljustburstoutlaughing.Wewereevenintears.

Meandmybro'salreadyknewwhatshewastalking

about.

Lona:Imeanweallknowhowcrazyhecanbecome.

Oyama:andheiscrazysham.

Welaughed.Afterafewminutesoffjokingaround.

Hecamebackdownstairswearingnewclothes.We

burstoutlaughinglookingathim andhechuckled.

Hiseyeswerestillred.

Lethu:yintoningoku?

(whatisitnow?)

Imbusise:nothing.Sorryaboutthat.Welaughed.He

wenttositatuschairbutnotcompletelyin.NoLona

didn't.Don'ttellmeshedidwhatithinkshedid.How

didherfeetevengettohim.Ijustburstoutlaughing



lookingathim.EveryonelookedatmelikeI'm crazy.

Ispokewithmyeyestohim andhenodded.Weboth

laughed.Lonaissofuckenevil.

T.O:whatisitwithyou2?Doyouhavedemons?

Welaughedmore.Wefinallycalmeddown.Wehad

desert.Andthat'swhenweannouncedthatweare

actuallypregnant.Everyonewashappyforus.Later

onwehadtogo.Webidourgoodbyes.Lonatiedher

heelbeforewego.That'swhentheredflagswere

confirmed.Lonaisreallyevil.Itookherhomefirst

beforeIwentwithOyitomine.

…

…

Lindile:onaseriousnotethough.Whydidyoustand

upyesterdayandleft?

Wewereatthewarehouseplanningtohijackcars.

Imbusise:LinaTaz.

Theyshrugged.

Imbusise:Idon'tknowhowbutherfootreached

u'NgcondeTaz.Andshewasmakingmepayfor



whatIdidarefirst.

Weburstoutlaughinglookingathim.Heclickedher

tongue.

Imbusise:andshewassmilingallthetime.

Lethu:Iknewsomethingwashappeningbetweenyou

andher.Sothat'swhyyoujumpedupatfirst?

Henoddedandclickedhistongue.

Imbusise:shewillsurelypayforwhatshedidlast

night.WhenIgottomyroom.Iwaswet.Cithe

nocithanguye.

(sheevenmademecum)

Wecouldn'tstoplaughingandhewaslookinginto

thinairindisbelief.

Anethemba:Isalutethatgirl.Youmetyourmateman.

Welaughed.Wegotdoneteasinghim andwe

discussedthehijacking.

Xhanti:nowtheproblem iswedon'thaveamechanic

toripthecars.

Weallwentdeepinourthoughts.



Imbusise:Lona'sbrother.

Welookedathim.

Us:canhebetrusted?

Henodded.

Imbusise:howcanheratsomeoneoffwhoishelping

him gethischildback?

Wenodded.

Zukhanye:youevenmetyourbrotherinlaw.

Henoddedandwelaughed.Hemadethecall.

Imbusise:okuhle?

Thephonewasonloudspeaker.

:hey,histakingashowerrightnow.IcanItakethe

messageforhim?

Saidasqueakyvoice.

Imbusise:tellhim hislawyerwantstotalktohim.

:BabyLona'smanwantstotalktoyou!!

Weburstoutlaughing.Sotheyalreadyknowabout

Imbusisethere?Wow.



:Whichone?!

Welaughedmore.

:theoneyoulove!!

Imbusisesmiled.Wechuckled.

:okay.Iwillbethereinasecond!!

:hesayshewillbewithyouinafew.

Imbusise:okay.

Afterafewminuteshecame.

Okuhle:tar?

Imbusise:rememberwhatweweretalkingabouton

Fridayexpectforthecustody?

Okuhle:yeahrippingofcarspart?

Imbusise:yeahsarni.Ihavethefirstgigforyou.

Okuhle:okayI'm listening.

Imbusise:Iwillneedyoutoripoffcarsforme.15

cars.Tonight.

Hewentquietforawhileandclearedhisthroat.



Okuhle:ifIwillberippingthem offtonight.Whenwill

youtakethem again?

Imbusise:tomorrowmorning.Basicallyanovernight

Job.

Okuhle:okay.Iwillsendyoumyworkshopslocation.

Wesmiled.

Imbusise:okay.AndIwilldepositR60000nowand

therestofyourR60000whenyoudonewiththejob

Okuhle:R60000?

Imbusisechuckled.

Imbusise:yeah.Wetalkingrealcashhere.Stickwith

meandIwillshowyoureallymoneysbali.

(brotherinlaw)

Welaughedandhealsolaughed.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mihlegotinaloneinthehouse.

Us:whereisOkuhle?



Mihle:talkingtoImbusiseattheroom.

Theylookedatme.Ishrugged.

Me:maybeit'saaboutthecase.

Mihle:noitdefinitelyhadnothingtodowiththecase.

Idon'tknowwhatitwasabout.

Me:IwarnedImbusisetonotinvolveOkuhleinhis

shadybusiness.

Theylookedatme.

Me:nextOkuhlesbusinesswillbebooming.

Them:so?

Me:youguysdon'tunderstandhey.Let'sratherleave

it.ButI'm tellingyouumnaSkwiza.Nextmonthyou

willbeonyourfirsttriptoUSA.

Weburstoutlaughing.Okuhlegotinsmiling.Ishook

myheadlookingathim.

Okuhle:Iwouldliketothankyouforintroducingme

toImbusise.Mybusinesswillbeboomingsoon.By

nextyear.Iwillalsohavemyownshisanyamaand

carwash.



Wesmiledlookingathim.

Okuhle:mydreamsarefinallycomingtruehey.But

let'snotgetaheadoffourselves.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Sesona:inwhateveryourplanningto.Andjust

becauseyouhavemoney.Itdoesn'tmeanyou

shouldspendrecklessly.

Weallagreedwithher.

Okuhle:youknowI'm amanwhospendswisely.But

babywouldyoulikeustoGotoUSAnextmonth?

Weburstoutlaughing.Emihlelookedathim andwe

laughedmore.

:kumnandiniyahleka.YourgoingtoUSA

(it'sfunyourlaughing…)

Welookedatthedooronlytobemetbyaskinny

Nwabisa.Wealllookedatherdiscussed.

Nwabisa:youthinkyouwillgetmyson?Wellforgetit.

Youwon'tgetSiphamndlaOkuhle.Howareyou

goingtoaffordhim.Imeanyoudon'tevenhavea



centinyournamenow.Howwillyouaffordalawyer.

Stopwastingmytimeandyourtime.Becauseyou

willsurelylose.Eventheunderwearyourwearing

rightnowhadholes.Howareyougoingtofeedmy

son?

Okuhle:j…

Mihle:jongakesisiawuzofikaaphangenengathi

kukwakoapha.Awunayonentlonipho.Awubulisino

bulisa.Fikhasewuthukaamadodabanthu.Kubauzi

bonaphezulungoku.Yalibalanawebazawungayo

ngumtu.Wacolwakwayilendodauyithukayongoku.

Zawungenayonentoyogxukuxamlomolowakho.

Yafikaaphathethikaka.Rhaaawubabonibanthu

wena.Lentongenambulelebingenayonerollon.

Ndikuxelelekesisi.Yabolongowam.Ndaku

bethunyeumnabaawunandlelayothetha.Rhaa.

Lentomnyama.

(lookyouwon'tgetinherelikeit'syourhouse.You

don'tevenhaverespect.Youdon'tevengreet.You

gethereandswearatpeople'sman.Youseeyour

selfupnow.Yourforgettingthatyouwereanobody.

Thesamemanthatyourswearingnowisthesame



manthatpickedyouup.Youneverevenhada

toothbrush.Yougethereandtalkshit.Youdon'tsee

people.ThisUngratefulthingthatneverhadarollon.

Letmetellyousisi.Youseethisone.Hismine.Iwill

beattheshitoutofyouifyoudon'thaveawayto

talk.Thisblackthing)

Wealllookedathershocked.Andnwabisawas

stuckinoneposition.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-ONE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Nwabisafinallystormedoutandwestillcouldn't

believeitthatMihletoldherwheretogetoff.Imean

weallneverhadthepowertospeaktoherexcept

mymotherofcourse.Butitbecomesanendless

fightwiththem.ButthenMihlejustsaidafewwords

andshewasout.Ican'tbelievethis.ButI'm also

gladmybrothergotawomanlikeher.Imeanshe

doesn'ttakeshit.Soshewillbeabletostandupfor

herselfandmybetoo.Notthathisweakoranything.

Buthepreferstobequietsometimesandletthings

be.ButIdon'tthinkthatwillbepossibleanymore.

NowthathehasMihle.ButIloveher.Andthatwill

neverchange.Wealldo.Withoutadoubt.Andshe

justconfirmeditnowthatsheistherightperson.

Us:wow.

Weallburstoutlaughing.



Okuhle:IneverforasecondthoughtthatIwillget

someonewhowillstanduptoher.

Welaughedandhesmiledlookingatmihle.

Mihle:youshouldn'tletherwalkoveryounawe

Okuhle.

Us:tchi.Wehavebeentellinghim that.

Okuhlelookedatusandwelaughed.

Dad:zezizintobendisithikemnakeandiwafuni

amanyeamankazanangaphandlekoEmihle.Ndiyi

bonikudeumnaintoentleumna.Imaginexaeku

bethaforjonganjeamanyeamacherry.

(that'swhyIsaidIdon'twantanyotherwoman

exceptforEmihlehere.Iseeabeautifulthingfar

away.Imaginewhensheisbeatingyouupfor

lookingatanotherwoman)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:Haitakaokuhlesozendiyenzeumnalonto.

(NoTaka'OkuhleIwillneverdothat)

Welaughedandagreedwithwhatdadsaid.She



sulked.

Mom:Nazibonanimqumbisilengoku?

(youseeyourmakingherangrynow?)

Welaughedmore.

Okuhle:andithandikengomfazwam.

(Idon'tlikeitwithmywife)

Hesaidsidehuggingherkissingherforehead.

Us:eshe.

Welaughed.Igotacallfrom Imbusise.

Me:Busise?

Imbusise:izaphandle.

(comeoutside)

Me:why?

Isaidpeakingatthewindowandhiscarwasoutside.

Imbusise:wehavetogoforscanningsremember?

Me:oohthat.OkayIwillbetherewheninafew

minutes.



Imbusise:comeoutwearingaskirt.Ungayfakipanty.

Evenneg-string.Easyaccessbaby.

(don'tputonapanty.Evenag-string…)

Irolledmyeyesgigglingandhelaughed.

Me:sho.

Wedisconnected.Myfamilywaslookingatme.

Me:Ihavetogo.

Theyshooktheirheadsandwelaughed.Iwentto

changelikehesaidIshouldandIwentoutside.He

wenttoopenthedoorforme.Ithankedhim and

gavehim apeckgettingin.Hejoggedtohisside

afterclosingthedoor.Wedroveofandhekepton

lookingatmeandshakinghishead.Ilaughedathim.

Me:what?

Imbusise:yourevil.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:itwasjustpaybackforwhatyoualsodidtome.

Imbusise:atleastIfinishedwhatIstarted.You?You

didn'tatall.TothepointwhereIevencummed



Mamie.

Me:what?!

Heclickedhistongue.Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:servesyouright.

Imbusise:yourfootispowerful.Ihavetogiveyou

that.

Welaughed.Hereachedouthisarm tome.Helifted

upmyskirtandsmiled.Igiggled.Hemademeopen

mylegshestartedfingerfuckingme.Iwasmoaning

bittingmylowerliplookingathim.Hestoppedthe

caronthesideoftheroadandmademesitontop

ofhim.Yeahwewereatitwhilehewasdriving.I

wonderhowdidwemanagetonotgetinanaccident.

Wegottothehospitalandhewipedbothmeand

him.Wefixedourselvesbeforegettingin.Wekissed

too.Thegynecologistwasalreadywaitingforus.So

wewalkedin.

Imbusise:doctorJones.

DoctorJones:DoctorStokwe.

Theyhandshaked.



Imbusise:thisismywife.

DoctorJones:wife?Whendidyougetmarriedand

whywasn'tIinvited?

Imbusise:that'sthethingdoctor.Iwasprotectingmy

wifefrom peoplelikeyou.Whowillwanther.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:weheretodoscans.Shetookahome

pregnancytest.

DoctorJones:youdoknowthatthosetestsarenever

hundredpercentcorrectright?

Iwashopingthatwouldbesaid.Rememberthisis

meprankinghim.Wenodded.

Imbusise:Iknowdoctor.ButIwanttodoscans

personally.Iwanttoseemychildrenmyself.

Thedoctornodded.

DoctorJones:Iwouldestimatethatsheisstillinthe

firsttrimester.Sowewilldothetransducer

ultrasound.

Wenoddedandwenttothebed.Thedoctorputa



condom ontheultrasound.Imbusisetookitand

DoctorJoneslookedathim indisbelief.

DoctorJones:Dr.StokweIhavetodotheultrasound.

Giveittome.

Imbusise:who'swife'sVirginiaareyoutouching?

HesaidwithaneyebrowuplookingatDr.Jones.We

burstoutlaughing.

DoctorJones:it'smyjobto.Justgivemethe

ultrasound.

Imbusise:no.Icanalsodoyourjob.

DoctorJones:but…

Imbusise:shhwewon'tbeabletoheartheheartbeat.

Rememberihavemoreexperiencethenyoudo.I'm

yourhead.

DoctorJones:Damnyoujustdroppedsomebars.

Imbusise:shouldIrepeatthem again?

DoctorJonesshookhisheadandImbusisedidthe

samething.Weallburstoutlaughing.Aregrownass

manalwaysthischildish?NowIknowImbusiseain't



theonlyone.Heputtheultrasoundthinginmy

Virginia.Idon'tknowwhybutmyheartwasbeating

fast.DoctorJonespointedatsomethinginthe

screen.

DoctorJones:rightthere.Gobackalittle.

Imbusisemovedthethingandtheysmiled.Wait

what'sgoingon.

DoctorJones:IguessIwaswrongaboutthehome

tests.Lookhereisthetinysoul.

WhatTinySoul?Theyweresmilinglookingatthe

screen.

Imbusise:tellmeI'm seeingthingsdoctor.Hereis

thesecondchild.

DoctorJones:definitelynotdoctor.Yourexpecting

twins.

Imbusise:babyweareexpectingtwins.

Hesaidlookingatmeexcited.

Me:twins?

ThatcameoutasawhispertothepointwhereI



blackedout.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-TWO.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Shejustfainted.Whatthefuck.Icheckedherout

anditwasjustshock.

Dr.Jones:shouldIcallanurse?

Me:nodoctorit'sfinem.Shewillwakeupnow.It's

justshock.Givemewater.

HedidandIsprinkleditonherfaceandshewokeup.

Me:babyareyoufine?

Shenodded.Ihelpedherdrinkwater.Wegotdone

andwenttositatthetable.Butshewasfaraway.Dr.

Jonesgavehersomepills.Whicharetokeepher

healthy.Anewdietandsomeexercise.

Lina:exercise?me?

Wenoddedandshelookedatuslikewewerecrazy.

Welaughed.Dr.Jonesalsogaveuswhenournext

appointmentwillbe.Wethankedhim beforewalking



out.Iwaswaytoexcitedtoevenreleasethatshe

wasinherownplanetlikesheshockedof

something.WegottothecarandIlookedather.I

wasconcernedabouther.

Me:Mamiewhat'swrong?Ithoughtyouarehappy

aboutusexpectingachild.Wellchildrennow.

Lina:Iwas.ButtwinsImbusise.HowwillIdealwith

twinsumna?

Iheldherhands.

Me:Iknowbabyitishardforyoutodealwiththis.I

knowtwinsarealotofworkbutIpromiseyouthatI

willbewithyouineverystepoftheway.Wewill

conquereverythingtogether.

Lina:ImbusisethereisnotogetherI'm married

remember?

Me:Iknewyouweregoingtosaythat.

Lina:whatiftheyarenotyourkidsandMandla's?

Me:Mamie,youheardthedoctorsaidyougot

pregnantlastmonthonthe5th.Youwerewithme.

Nothim remember.



Lina:thisisfuckedup.

Shesaidbreakingdown.

Me:whyareyoushockedlikeyoudidn'tknowthat

youwerepregnantwithmychild?

Lina:it'snotThatImbusise.

Me:thentellmewhatitisLina.Seeingyoulikethisis

breakingme.EspeciallynowthatI'm helplessandI

donotknowwhatyouaregoingthrough.

Lina:justthat.YesIwasreadyforonekid.2

Imbusise.2?It'sjuststressingmethefuckout.On

topofthat.Mymarriage.

Me:whataboutit?Linayoucandivorcehim now.Us

beanactualitem andwetakecareofourkids

together.Withoutanystress.

Lina:asifit'saseasyasyousayitImbusise.

Me:itis.Areyouhavingdoubtsaboutme?

Sheshookherhead.

Me:thenwhydon'tyoudoasIsay.

Lina:becausethiswon'tlastImbusise.



Me:thenit'sobviousthatyoudoubtme.Us.

Lina:itisnotthat.Butwecan'tbuildarelationship

likethisitwillneverlast.PlusumnaIloveMandla.I

can'taffordtolosehim Imbusise.Hehasnothing

butbeinggoodtome.Heneverdidmewrong.AndI

thankhim likethis?Bygettingpregnantforhis

enemy.IthinkIshouldabort.

Me:getthefuckoutofmycar.

Lina:Imb…

Me:yeyndithephuma!!

(Isaidgetout!!)

Shegotfrightenedbeforegettingout.Ican'tbelieve

shesaidallthatshit.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-THREE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

{Fewmonthslater}

Mbangi:yourbiggerthenIam Lona.It'slikeIdidn't

getpregnantbeforeyou.

Isighedlookingathergettingintheoffice.

Me:youcansaythatagain.

Mbangi:butwhatcanwedo?Imeanyourexpecting

twins.

IsaydownonmychairandItookoutthefruitsaladI

madeformyself.

Me:thesekidsaresofuckenheavyMbangi.Imagine

whenI'm ninemonthspregnant.

Isaidwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.Onething

aboutthesekidsisthattheymakemesofucken

emotional.LikeIcan'tcontrolmyemotionsany

more.NotforgettingthatIwasn'tthisemotional



personumna.Imean,Ireallywasn'tlikethis.ButI

guesshormonesaregettingthebestofme.

Mbangi:youwillgetusedtothem beinginsideofyou.

Tomeit'slikeDecemberissofaraway.

Me:whataboutJanuary?Yourluckythatyourdateis

aroundthecorner.Mine,January.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mbangi:youwillbestrong.Whenisournext

appointment?

Me:onFriday.

Mbangi:thephotoshoottooLona.

Me:shit.Didtheyreallyhavetoclutch?

Welookedateachothersulkingbeforelaughing.

Mbangi:wewillhavetotakeaDayoff.Shakaisalso

comingforthephotoshoot.Mandla?

Ishookmyheadandsighed.

Me:youknowhowbusyheiswithhisbusinessthese

months.Hisgoingtoabusinesstripthisweek.



Shenoddedlookingatmewithpityinhereyes.Well

afterImbusisechasedmeoutofhiscar.Ifigured

thathedoesn'tneedmeinhislifeanymoreandhe

cutmeoff.ButIdon'tblamehim though.ImeanI

wasjusttalkingshitinthecar.Itriedreachingoutto

him buthekeepsonrejectingmycalls.SoIdecided

toblockhim everywhereasIsawthathereallyis

donewithme.Soyeah.Iwasreallygoingcrazy

whenIwantedtoabortmychildren.Isleptonit.And

Icouldn'tkillthelittlesoulsinme.Whatifit'smylast

kids?Ireadaboutwomanwholosttheirkids.How

theywishforkids.Regretabortionsinceitruined

theirwombs.SoIdidn'twantthatumna.Ikeptmy

kids.AndpinnedthepregnancyonMandla.How

guiltyIfeel.ButIthankGodhedoesn'tdothose

bondingthings.Goesformycheckupsandall.As

hisalwaysbusy.Heisexcitedyena.Buthisnotthere

likeIneedhim tobe.EventhoughIfeelguilty.As

guilteatsmeeveryday.ButwhatcanIdowhenIlove

him anddon'twanttoruinourmarriage?ButIwould

justsitandcryallnightsometimes.ThinkingifI

choseImbusisethatday.WherewouldIbe.ImeanI

knowImbusisewouldhavedoneeverythinginhis



powertobethereforme.Anything.Iwouldthink

abouthim makingsurethatI'm fineeverytime.Him

callingmeeveryhourtocheckhowIam.Paranoying

meandall.HowhewouldholdmyhandeverytimeI

gotforappointments.Allthoseweirdcravings.

Doingmydailyexistencewithme.Howhewould

havelovedtobethereforme.Satisfyingmeandall.

Isometimesseekhelpatavibrator.BecauseI'm

alwayshorny.AndMandladoesn'tsatisfymethat

much.AndIwouldjustsitandthinkabouthim.How

hewishedtohavechildren.Surelyhewouldhave

beenformeto.Imeantheexcitementonhisface

soldhim away.ButIguesswecan'ttakeawaythe

thingswedo.Ireallyregretmyselfnow.IwishIcan

callhim tobewithmenow.Maybeevenwiththe

photoshootthing.Hewasgoingtobethere.Withhis

brightbeautifulsmile.Ifeltsomeonewipingmy

tears.IlookedupitwasMbangi.

Mbangi:thinkingabouthim again?

Inodded.Shehuggedme.ShehuggedmetillI

calmeddown.

Mbangi:maybeweshouldtellShakathatyour



pregnant.Andhim tellImbusisethatyoustillare.

ThatwillhelpLona.Webothdon'tknowhowmuch

Imbusisewishestohearthatfrom you.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:ImbusisewantsnothingtodowithmeMbangi.

Let'sdropthis.

Isnapped.Andshenodded.

Mbangi:guesswhatIfoundinShaka'sdrawer?

Ishruggedeating.Shetookoutpills.Itookthem and

theywerefertilitypills.Wellthatwaswhatwas

written.Ilookedinsideandtheyweresmallpinkpills.

Iknowthem from somewhere.ThenIremember

Imbusisegivingthem tome.SuddenlyIcouldn't

breathe.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ifinallygotoftheplaneandadriverwasalready

waitingforme.IwasinEastLondon.It'smeand

Anethemba'sturntocometoourbrotherandsister.

Butheandhisfamilyarealreadyhere.Ihadacase



andasurgerytoperform.HecticIknow.Butthat's

whatIhavebeenbusywiththesepastfewmonths.

Tohelpmeforgetabouther.BecauseIknewalcohol

wasn't.Itriedatfirstbutitdidn'thelpmemendmy

brokenheart.Linareallybrokeme.Iwasreadytodo

anythingforher.ButIguesssheneverlovedmethe

wayIdid.Iblockedherfrom gettingthroughme.

HonestlyIjustcouldn'tbringmyselftotalkingtoher

afterthewayshespoke.Imeanhowcanshethink

ofkillingmykids.Weweregoingtoworksomething

out.ButwhatcanIdowhenshealreadyhas.Why

am Ithinkingaboutheragain?Ican'tseem tostop

sincemyfeelingsforherarestillabsent.Ican'tdo

anythingaboutthat.IgottoLindile'shouseandthey

wereallhere.Igreetedthem.Wespokealittle

beforemeandmybrotherswentoutside.Withtheir

sonsofcourse.

Lethu:didn'tyoumentionsomethingaboutLona

beingpregnant.Ihaven'theardyoutalkingabouther

eversince.

Ichuckledandshookmyhead.

TO:talkingabouther.It'sbeenawhilesinceeven



spokeabouther.Wedon'tevenseeheraround

anymore.

Me:Lonatazgratewaygratentliziyoyam.Wayshiya

yanyaiyimince.Funinombonampilweniyam.

(Lonagratedmyheart.Sheleftitlikemincemeat.I

don'teverwanttoseeherinmylife)

Theyburstoutlaughinglookingatme.Iclickedmy

tongueandIdrankmywhiskeyfrom thebottle.

Shaka:njani?Whathappened?

(how?…)

Ishookmyhead.

Me:let'sratherleaveit.

Anethemba:whathaveyoubeenupto?

Me:simanesicolaamankazanahereandthere.

Simanesiwatyahereandthere.Sifunimpunduhere

andthere.Xakubandahereandthere.Simanesicola

colanaezidiseasehereandthere.Saqomfa

noqomfahereandthere.

(weenduppickingupwomenhereandthere.We



havesexwiththem hereandthere.Wegetpussy

hereandthere.Whenit'scoldhereandthere.We

pickupdiseaseshereandthere.Weevendo

abortionshereandthere)

Mybro'sburstoutlaughing.Theywereevenintears

andwasstaringinspacedrinking.

______________

Notedited



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-FOUR.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mbangi:Lonabreathe.

IdidsomebreathingexercisestillIcalmeddown.

Mbangi:what'swrong?Youwerefinejustafew

minutesago.Now?

Shesaidmakingmedrinksomewater.

Me:thisarethesamedamnpillsImbusisegaveme

claimingtheiraremorningpillsMbangi.

Mbangi:what?!

Inodded.

Me:hespokeaboutthem beingfrom Johannesburg.

AndIshouldn'targuewithhim becausehisadoctor.

Mbangi:doyouunderstandthathegaveyoufertility

pills.

Me:soitwashisplanallalongtomakemepregnant?



Shenodded.

Mbangi:yousaidityourselfthathehasalways

wantedachild.Soitwashisplantofastenthe

processofbeingpregnant.

Inodded.

Me:howcanInotseethiscomingMbangi.HowcanI

besofoolishandlethim playmelikethat.

Mbangi:thereisnoturningbacknow.

Me:thereisn't.Imeanthechildrenarealreadyhere.

FuckyouImbusise.

Mbangi:hereallyplannedeverythingwell.

Weshookourheads.

Me:whatwereyousayingaboutthem anyway?

Mbangi:IfoundtheseinShaka'sdrawer.YouknowI

movedinwithhim.Becauseofthepregnancyand

stuff?

Inodded.

Mbangi:soIfoundthem there.Iaskedhim about

them.WellweactuallybettedwithyouandImbusise.



Ilookedatherandwelaughed.

Mbangi:andhewon.MeaningIhadtogivehim a

child.Beforeheevenwon.Hewasalreadyfeeding

methese.

Me:how?

Mbangi:hewouldalwayscrushthem withfoodIeat.

Andmyhealthysmoothies.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mbangi:Shakaisaslyfox.I'm soangryathim for

feedingmethese.Iblockedhim from reachingout

tome.ButyouknowhowStokwemenare.Hefound

awaytoconnectwithmeandheactuallyapologized.

ThismorningbeforeIcametowork.Heasked

someonetodeliverflowersandsomeHealthy

chocolate.

Weshookourheadsandwelaughed.

Us:theStokweMen

Weburstoutlaughingandhighfived.



~OKUHLESAUL~

BeforeIcouldevengetinthehouse.Iheardmy

childssmallscreamsandgiggles.Ialreadyknew

thatMihlewashereandhedidsomethingtoher.I

gotinthehouseandthatwasconfirmed.Mywoman

waschasinghim aroundandmyparentsweredead

from laughter.IwonderwhatdidSiphadothistime.

HisalwaysuptonogoodwhenMihleishere.Well

NwabisawasshockedwhenshesawMegettingin

withImbusisethatday.Hernewmantoo.Iwonthe

caseandshewasswearingatmethewholetime.

Probablybecauseshealreadytoldherselfthatshe

won.AndhavingawomanlikeMihlehelpedme.I

swearMihlewas5toofrom beatingNwabisaup.

Thatwomangoesnutsifsomeonetriestowalkover

me.That'swhatIloveabouther.Ialsodothesame

thingwithher.Wejustbothoverprotectivewith

eachother.Butinthesepastfewmonths.Ihave

alsobeendoinginsidejobswithImbusiserippingoff

carsforthem andall.Whichismakingmealotof

money.Beinginvolvedwiththem.Didn'tjustbring

memoneyfortheinsidejob.Butforthecoverupto.



Ihavealotofclientsnowadays.Ievenhadto

employ5peopletoassistme.Andtheyallare

gettingwellpaid.Aswespeakmyworkshopisbeing

renovated.BynextyearIshouldbeopeningupmy

shisanyamaandcarwash.Wetalkingaboutreal

moneyhere.Mywomanhasbeensosupportive

sham.Istillthankmysistertothisdayfor

introducingmetoImbusise.ImeanIwouldn'tbe

herenow.

Me:wenzantoni?

(whatdidyoudo?)

Isaidpickinghim upandhegiggledscreaming.

Mom:sikelokhwezakhaMihle.

(hecutMihle'sdress)

Me:Siphamndla

Sipha:daddy.Bisondimu

(itwasn'tme)

Welaughed.

Me:yekumihlewenandizokubetha.



(leavemihleorIwillbeatyouup)

Welaughedandhesulkeddrinkinghisbottle.Mihle

camewithfoodforme.IthankedherplacingSipha

down.Shetookhim.

Me:weren'tyousupposetocomeoutat6today?

Shenodded.

Mihle:Idecidedtotakeashortday.Iwastired.Ihad

totakeoutatoothtodayandtherewere

complicationssinceitwasstuckonanother.

Dad:ndazbonandibambabambamazinyoabanthu.

(idon'tseemyselfholdingpeople'smouths)

Weburstoutlaughing.JustthenSesonagotintoo.

Wellsheworksthissidenow.Sosheliveshere.She

greeted.

Sesona:whenisLonacomingback?

Mom:Iaskedhertocomebackbeforeshegives

birth.SoafterChristmasnow.

Us:yuuuh!

Shenoddedlaughing.



~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

{Fewmonthslater,December}

Me:Mandlacanyoupleasepackmybagsforme.

Mandla:why?Whereareyougoing?

Me:mymotheraskedmetogodowntherewhenI'm

abouttogivebirth.ImeanIknownothingabout

babiesumna.Soshewillbeassistingmein

everythingthere.

Mandla:butIhavewife'swhocanhelpyouwiththat

Lona.

Me:yewethubhuti.Subeundixelelangabafazi

bakhoumna.Kahambeuyepackishaezimpahla

sundidika.Wabeundingxolelangabafazibakho.

Hainobafunabaswelekeabanthwanawenandaku

bona.

(don'ttellmeaboutyourwives.Goandpackthose

clothesandstopirritatingme.Yourbusytellingme

aboutyourwife.No,maybeyouwantthesekidsto

die.Iseeyou)

__________



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-FIVE.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IwasinmyofficejustdrawingupaplanoftheHeist

Iwillbedoingwithmybrotherstomorrownight

whenLiyolathagotin.Itookoffmyeyeglassesand

lookedather.

Liyolatha:dabawoiscallingyoudownstairs.

Me:isitthebraaialready?Ithoughttheywere

comingat6.

Liyolatha:yoursofocusedinyourworkyoudon't

evenrealizethetimedaddy.It's7pm now.

Ilookedatherwithmyeyespoppedoutandshe

noddedgiggling.Shesatdownandsighed.

Liyolatha:it'sbeenmonthsdaddyandyouhaven't

spokenaboutthewomanyouweretellingmeabout.

Youhavebeendodgingthetopicforquiteawhile

now.



Isighed.

Me:thewomanIwastellingyouabout.Leftme

princess.

Liyolatha:thistopicseemstohurtyoualotImean

whenshewaswithyou.Shemadeyourhappyside

comeout.Nowyou'retheoldImbusise.Whois

alwaysserious.

Ismiledandchuckled.

Me:trustmewhenIsayshewasmyhappyplace.I'm

gladyoualsosawhowmuchimpactshehadinmy

life.I'm gladyoualsosawwhenItoldyouthatshe

makesmehappyandwanttobeahappyperson.

Liyolatha:yeahifshewasthenwhyisn'tshehere

now?

Me:complicatedsituation.Whyareyoueven

concerned?Imeanyouneverlovedherbeforeyou

evensawher.

Liyolatha:yeahImightnotloveher.ButIlovedthe

factthatyouwerehappy.IguessIgotusedto

seeingyouhappycarefree.Iwasjustconcerned



aboutyou.

Inoddedsmiling.

Liyolatha:wasarightaboutalltheaccusationsI

made?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:no,definitelynot.

Liyolatha:thenwhyisn'tshehere.Imeancan'tyou

sosomething?I'm tiredofthegrumpyyouumna.I

lovedthehappyyoumorethenever?

Me:yesImightloveher.Butwecan'tforcethingsin

life.Sometimeswehavetoletthingsgoeventhough

weknowdeepinsideofourheartsthatwelongfor

thatthingmorethenanything.AndIguessthats

whatI'm dealingwithnow.Ihavetoletgoofher.

EventhoughIwishmadesomedayIwouldbump

intoherwithour…yeah.Maybeoneday.Iwillfind

mytruehappinessagain.Butnotnow.Idon'tthinkI

willbeabletoloveagain.

Shelookedatmeworried.Imightnotsayiteveryday

butLinareallyhurtme.SheHurtmeinawayInever



thoughtanyonewould.ImeanIlovedher.Iprovedto

herinthebestwayIcan.ItreatedherlikeIqueen.

SomethingIneverdidforanyone.Evenmyexwife.

ButyeahIguessthat'sthecycleofliferight?Right

whenIthoughtIhadeverythingundercontrol.Ihave

trappedherwithmykidsshedecidestoabort?I

can'tbelievethis.Butit'slife.Iwilllive.Afterso

manymonthsI'm stilleventhinkingabouther?I

surelylovedherthatmuchIguess.Imeanweboth

usedtomakeeachotherhappy.Veryhappy.That's

whyI'm stillthinkingabouther.Surelywhereever

sheis.Shedoesn'teventhinkaboutme.Whyam I?I

shouldjuststop.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-SIX.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:looksorryforsnappingatyou.Youknowhow

hormonesaregettingtome.

Mandla:thanyoushouldcontrolthem.BecauseIwill

havenowifeofminewhowilltalktomelikethat

LONALINAMANDLA.Noone.

Me:IknowMandlaokay.I'm sorry.Nowcanyou

pleasepackmybags.Myfootareswollen.

Mandla:Idon'tgetwhyyoudoingthis.Ihavewives

forcryingoutloud.

Me:meandyou,bothknowthatyourwiveshateme.

Whatmakesyouthinkthattheywillhelpmewithmy

children.Itwillbethesamethingasselfstudymoc?

Iwilljustbewastingmytime.

Mandla:mywivesdon'thateyouMampinga.

Me:okayMandla.ButIwantmymom tobebymy



sidewhenIgivebirth.WhyisitlikeI'm committinga

crimebywantingtobeclosetotheonesItrust.

Hesighed.

Mandla:it'snotlikethatMampinga.ButIjustwant

youtogetalongwithyoursisterwives.

Me:thatwillneverhappenokay?Itwillneverhappen.

Stopdreaming.Iwantmymom tobetheonewho

teachesmeallofthesestuffto.Idon'twanttotake

awaytheexcitementshealreadyhasoftakingcare

ofmychildren.Shenevergotthisopportunitywith

Okuhle'schild.SoIwanthertofeelthatasamother

now.Soontobeagrandmotheragain.Please.Ihave

alreadypromisedherthatIwillbetherewhenIgive

birth.

Hesighedandnodded.

Mandla:restheresolongwhileIpackthebagsthen.

ButIwillalsogodowntherewhenyouareaboutto

givebirth.

Me:mydateisonthe5thofJanuary.That'swhenI

wouldhavereachedthe36thweek.



Henoddedandkissedme.Iclosedmyeyesand

rubbedmylowerstomachashewentaway.These

childrenaresofuckenheavy.I'm morefatternow.

I'm likeanelephant.Imbusisewillsurelyburninhell

forthis.Imeandoesheknowforhowlongitwill

takemetogetmyshapeback?Iwillhavetostarton

astrictdietandexerciseaftergivingbirth.Iwantmy

bodybackwithimmediateaffect.Iwillalsohaveto

lookformyhotbelt.Luckilyit'sinPE.SoIwilluseit

there.Iwillbetherefor3months.That'swhatmy

mothertoldme.Protectingmychildrenfrom allthe

evilspiritsandgettingaffected.Andsincetheywill

stillbesmall.Ihavealreadyappliedformaternity

leave.6monthstobeexact.IjusthopeinPEIwill

bumpinImbusise.Ireallywillneedhim whenIgive

birth.That'stheonlythingIwillneed.Mandlacame

downwithmybag.Ihadalreadypackedbutthere

wereonlyafewleft.Wekissedbeforehehelpedme

stand.Wegottothecarandhedrovetotheairport.

Wehadsmalltalksinthecar.Wegottotheairport

andbeforeIcouldevengetinIgotBraxtonHicks.I

wentdownholdingthewallandmyabdomen.Worse

painever.SometimestheyareworselikeI'm have



contractions.Ihonestlycan'twaittogivebirth.Tears

streameddownmyfaceliketheyusuallydowhen

I'm havingBraxtonHicks.HonestlyIdidn'tcarewho

waswatchingandwhowasn't.Theyfinallywent

awayandMandlahelpedmestandupagain.He

gavemewaterandapeckwipingmytears.Myflight

gotcalledandIwentawayafterkissingMandla

goodbye.

…

…

{January,5th}

Mom:areyousureyouhaven'texperiencedanypains?

Ishookmyheadeatingthebeetrootdadmadefor

me.Iwascrazingforit.Imbusiseshouldbetheone

runningaroundlikeaheadlesschickenformy

cravings.ButIhaven'tmethim.Notevenbymistake.

Me:nonothing.Ihaven'tevengottenmyBraxton

hickstoday.Mandlawillbelandinginanhourforthe

arrivalofthechildren.

Shenodded.



Sesona:isn'titabitawkwardthatyouhaven'tbeenin

labourpains.Imeanit'syourduedatetodayLona.

Inodded.

Me:Iknow.Andthataloneisstressingtheshitoutof

me.Imeanthedayisendingbutnothing.

Dad:don'tyouthinkweshouldgotothehospital?

SingahlaliaphaKantikukointoewrongo.

(let'snotsithere,whatifthereissomethingwrong)

Theothersnodded.Sesonatookmetothehospital.

Wegotwaitedforourturn.WewereassignedtoDr.

Jones.Hewashappytoseemehere.Greetings

wereexchanged.

Dr.Jones:weren'tyousupposedtobeinlobourpains

already.Imeanit'syourduedatetoday.According

tothefile.

Inodded.

Me:that'swhyweareheredoctor.Wecamehereto

askifwhetherthereissomethingwrongwithme.

Henodded.Hedidafullcheckuponme.



Dr.Jones:lookslikethebabiesarefarfrom coming

yet.

Us:whatdoyoumeandoctor.

Dr.Jones:insomecases.Ithappensthatthewoman

mightcarryherchild/renformorethen36weeks.So

thatmightbeyourproblem.Idon'twanttogiveyou

theinjectionwhereitwillhelpyougothroughlobour.

I'm sureyouDon'twantthatto?

Inodded.

Dr.Jones:soIsaylet'swait.Butmostlytheyreach

40weeks.That'sthemaxweekswomancanreach.

SoIsaylet'sbepatient.Youmightgivebirthinweek

40.

Us:40doctor?

Henodded.

Dr.Jones:yeah.It'snormal.Nothingtoworryabout.

Butyoucanalsogivebirthduringthis4weeksfrom

now.

Nothesechildrencannotbeserious.Another4

weeks.Thisistortureitself.



Me:whereisImbusise.DoctorStokwe?

Dr.Jones:hisstillinhisleave.Hedidn'ttakeitduring

Decembersoheisnow.Buthewillbebackmonth

end.

Inodded.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-SEVEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

WewalkedoutnoSesona.ShesawinthecarthatI

wasn'tinthemoodfortalkingsoshealsokeptquiet

andplayedtheradio.Hereallywasn'there.Hiscar

wasn'tathisspot.Thelasttime.Heparkedatthe

workersdrivewayonhisspot.Andtherewasnocar

there.Iwonderwhereheis?HopefullyIwillmeet

him beforeIgivebirth.WegotatHomeandwe

heardSipha'ssmallscreamsandgiggles.We

laughedbecauseweknewMihlewashere.Andhe

didsomethingtoher.Wewalkedinandthatwas

confirmed.Mom,dadandOkuhlewerelaughingat

them.Siphawasrunningaroundnaked.Wealso

laughed.

Mihle:Iswearndizom bulalamntanakhoOkuhle.

Siphamarn!

(IswearIwillkillyourchildOkuhle.)



Hejustgiggled.Welaughedsittingdown.Shefinally

caughthim beforegoingtotheroom.

Me:yourluckybrathatyouhaveawomanthattreats

yourchildingathingowakhe.

(likeherown)

Everyoneagreedwithme.

Mom:uyimelayonkelentoyenziwanguSiphamndla.

AsozebenaMandlaakheumna.NoSiphanayeyam

thanda.

(shestandsupforeverythingSiphamndladoes.I

wouldneverhaveherstrength.AlsoSiphalovesher)

Weagreedwithhertoo.

Okuhle:justgladImether.Ijustcan'twaittowifeher

now.

Welookedathim smilingandhelaughed.

Okuhle:butnotyet.Iwanttogetdonewith

businessesfirst.ThenwhenIseemoneygettingin.I

willstartupsavingalloveragain.Idon'twanttobe

indebtwithalloffthethingsjustyet.



Wenoddedsmiling.

SesonaandDad:thatsagoodidea.

Mom:shehasalreadyprovenherselfthatshewillbe

agreatwife.

Us:manytimes.

Welaughed.

Them:whatdidthedoctorsay?

Me:hesaideverythingisfineandImightgivebirth

nomatterwhen.Hewentagainstgivingmeaneedle

tobeinlabourpains.Ialsodidn'twantit.

Theynodded.

Me:buthesaidthatwehavetobepatient.Imightbe

pregnantforupto40weeks.MeaningIstillhaveto

bepatienttillmylabourpainscome.Andifthe40

weekscomeandIhaven'tgivenbirth.Hewillhaveto

putmeinthelabourprocess.

Mom:Thandazamntanam Ungafumanilontoapha.

Yooh.

(praymychildthatyoudon'tgetthere)



Weshruggedlookingather.

Mom:Neliswaalsohadtodothat.Yooh.

Weburstoutlaughing.JustthenIgotacallfrom

Mandla.

Me:Mandla.

Mandla:Mampinga.Ihavebeenwaitingforyourcalls

tellingmethatyouareinlabourpainsbutnothing?

Me:Iwon'tbegivingbirthtoday.

Mandla:whatdoyoumean?"

Me:exactlythat.WellIdon'tknowwhenIwill.Butthe

doctorsaidthebabiesarefarfrom.SoImightgive

birthinthecomingweeks.

Mandla:couldn'ttheydosomething.Ican'twaitto

meetmychildrenphela?

Me:theonlythingtheycandoismakemyprocess

fasterwhichismakingmebeinlabourpainsbutI

don'twantthatumna.SoIwillwaittilltheycomeon

theirown.

Mandla:okaythen.Socanyoucomeoutnow?



Me:definitelynot.Comein.Myfootareswollenand

mybackhurts.

Mandla:noratherleaveit.Iwillseeyoutomorrow

beforeIleave.

Me:finebymethen.

Mandla:ndakuthandauyezwa?

(Iloveyouokay?)

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Welaughedbeforedisconnecting.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

{4weekslater,5thofFebruary}

Dr.Jonesgreetedme.Wewereatthereceptionist

area.

Dr.Jones:yourwomanwashere4weeksago.

Ishrugged.WellIjustcamebackfrom mylovely

holiday.Iknowtheseneedsomefreshairthingsare

forwomen.ButIfeltlikeIneededone.Especially



whenIhavemoney.IfeltlikegoingtoBrazil.Iwoke

upandwenttoBrazilto.Plusitgavemeachanceto

findsuppliersandclientstoo.ButmostlyIneeded

theholidayawayforsomefreshairandtoclearmy

mindofthings.Andthat'sexactlywhatIneeded.I'm

fineNow.

Me:whatwoman?

Dr.Jones:Mrs.Stokwetchi.

Thewayhesaidthe'tchi'isthereasonbehindme

laughing.Healsolaughed.Iknewthathewas

talkingaboutlona.

Me:wenolongertogether

Dr.Jones:Iwonderedwhereyouwere.

Me:whatwasshehearfor?

Dr.Jones:shewashereforhercheck-up.Noshe

wasactuallyconcernedaboutthefactthatshe

wasn'texperiencinganylabourpainssinceitwas

herduedate.

Me:whatdoyoumeanduedate.

Herolledhiseyes.



Dr.Jones:howcanyouforgetthatyourwomanis

pregnant?ButItoldhernottostress.It'snormal.

Shemightcarrythechildrentotenmonths,40

weeks.Shehasn'tcameeversince.Meaningshe

hasn'tgivenbirthyet.I'm concernedabouther

though.Ifshedoesn'tcometoday.Iwillhavetoput

herthroughlabourpains.

Me:isstillpregnant?

Icouldn'tbelievemyearsrightnow.WhileIwasstill

therestuckandshocked.Icouldn'tbelieveit.Buta

screamingwomancamein.Welookedather.Only

tobemetbyafatMamie.Shewasbreathingso

heavilyandshewassweatingto.Shewastryingto

getoffthewheelchairbutnurseswereholdingher

back.Idroppedeverythingandrushedtoher.She

reallykeptourbabies?Icouldn'tbelievethis.Andall

thesemonthsIhavebeengrievingforpeoplewho

arealive.Ihavebeenhatingherfornothing.Inthe

firstplace.Whatmademegiveuponher?Inever

giveup.ButwhydidIthistimearound?

___________



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-EIGHT.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ithasalwaysbeenmydream tobethereforher

whensheispregnant.HowmuchIwantedtohold

herhandineverything.Allthoseweirdcravingsshe

wouldget.Makingmerusharoundlikeaheadless

chickenjustbecauseshewantssomething.Those

footrubsafteralongday.Dotheexercisestogether

andbeonadiettogether.Thosetimeswhereshe

willbehornyeverytimeandwantsexlikeshelosing

hermind.Whensheisdealingwithherhormones

andall.Howgrumpyandhappyshewouldbeatthe

sametime.WhenIwouldgetirritatedbyherforall

thethingsshehasdone.Howwewouldannoyand

loveeachother.Howwewouldwalktogetherto

everyappointandgettolistentoourchildren'sheart

beats.Thatpricelessmomentthatcatchesyouof

guard.Thosetearsofjoyofhearingit.Thosetimes

whereIwillbethereforherwhenshehasher



cramps.WhenshegetsBraxtonhicks.Allthose

things.Butmostly.Howwewouldhavebondedwith

ourchildren.Thosesmallchildishtalkswherewe

willbetalkingtothem liketheycanhearus.Staying

upallnightjusttobondwiththem.Havingtosleep

ontopofhertummyjusttofeelclosetomyson's.

ThekicksshewouldgeteverytimeandIwillgetto

placemyhandontopofhertummyandfeelthem.

ThesewereallthethingsIwishedtodowithher

duringthispregnancy.AndImissedallofthatjust

becauseIthoughtshewasn'tpregnantanymore.I

thoughtshewentalongwithadoration.Iwasn'teven

surebutIguessIwasscaredfortheworst.Iwas

scaredofthetruth.Ididn'teventrytostopherthat

day.Ineverforaseconddid.Iwasjusthelpless.But

tosaythatsheneverdidandi'm abouttodelivermy

ownchildren.Isanothertypeofhappiness.AtleastI

gotachancetodothis.

Me:MamiewhenIsaypushyoupushokay.Andgive

mestrongpushes.

Shenoddedscreamingandcrying.Iwantedtohold

herhand.ButIalsowantedthismorethenever.I



wantedtobethefirstonetoholdmychild.

Me:Push

Shescreamedpushing.Thebaby'sheadstarted

crowning.Dr.Jonesplacedhishandsonthe

perineum,it'saspacebetweenthevulvaandanus

thatstretchesforextrasupport.Iheadmyhandson

thebaby'sheadtoensureitdeliversinacontrolled

way.Thebaby'sheadgotoutIhelditbeforetaking

outthetopshoulder.Whenitwasoutalsotookout

thebottom shoulderandpulledthewholebabyout.I

tooktheumbilicalscissorsandIcuttheumbilical

cord.Itwasaboy.

Me:babyit'saboylook.

Isaidshowinghim toherwithtearsstreamingdown

myface.Shenoddedwithtearsstreamingdownher

faceto.ShewassoexhaustedIcouldseethat.And

ourboywascrying.Hewouldevenbreakthese

windows.Thenursestookhim sinceIhadtodeliver

thesecondoneto.Ittookthesameprocessandit

wasalsoaboy.Myprayershavebeenanswered.But

thesecondonewaswaytosmall.Ithinkthefirst



onewassquashinghim.Sowehadtorushhim to

theneonatalintensivecareunit.Sadnews.That's

whatmademesadatthemomentbecauseIknow

thepainofseeingyourchildwiththosepipesaround

him.Stillnewinthisworldbuthealreadyhastogo

throughthemost.Thatmademecry.Thenurses

stitchedhersinceIwasn'tfittodoit.Iwasjust

stressedoutaboutmyson.Ijusthopenothingbad

happenstohim.Igotoutofthelabourward.Iwent

tomyofficeandIhadalittlemomentofweakness

thinkingaboutmyson.Ihopenothingiswrongwith

him.I'm justwaitingfortheresultsfrom Dr.Jones.

Afterafewminuteshegotinmyofficeandgaveme

thetestreportsback.Turnsoutthathealsohasa

heartproblem.Thatjustshutteredme.Icouldn't

holdbackmytearsIjustbrokedown.Hewasjust

Bornandhealreadyhastogotthroughsomuch.I

alreadyhadthesenegativethoughts.Thinkingwhat

ifhedoesn'tsurvive.Whatifhedoesn'tmakeit?

Whatifsomethinggoeswrong?Allthesurgeries

thathavetobedoneonhim.Achildthatwasborna

fewminutesago.Andhealreadyhastogotthrough

allthat.ButwhatIknowrightnowisthatIwillhave



tobestrongforMamie.Wecan'tbothbeweak.One

needstobestronger.ButIreallypraywemakeit

through.Ihopenothingbadwillhappentohim.Iwill

makesurehegetsthebesttreatmentinorderfor

him tosurvive.Yeahthat'swhatIwilldo.Father's

alwaysdoeverythingintheirpowertoprotecttheir

kids.Andthat'smerightnow.Takingmyrole.

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FORTY-NINE.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Wewerewaitingoutsidethelabourwardforthe

doctorstocomeandtellusabitaboutthechildren.

AswewerewaitingwesawImbusisegettingout

withtearsinhiseyes.Welookedateachother.

That'swhenmymotherstartedbeingimpatient.We

werealsostartingtogetworriednow.Ihopemy

sisterdidn'tgetanycomplications.Iknowhowthat

willbreakhersoul.Imaginetheexcitementyouget

whenyouareabouttogivebirthonlytofindoutthat

therearecomplicationswiththechild.Thatjust

breaksyourheartinto2pieces.Whyam Ithinkingso

negativelyanyway.Istop.Justthenanotherdoctor

gotout.

Us:doctorisshefine?Thebabies?

Wesaidstandingup.Thedoctorsighed.

Doctor:shedeliveredthebabiessafelywithoutany



problems.Butthenwealsofoundoutthatthefirst

child.Wasprobablysquashingthesecondchild

makinghim comeoutsmall.Sowehadtorushhim

totheneonatalintensivecareunit.Westill

examininghim.

Us:what?

Henodded.

Doctor:yeah.Butthefirstboyisfine.Healthyboy.

Thenursesarestillbusywithhim andthemother.

Us:soit'sbothboys?

Henoddedsmiling.

Doctor:bothboys.

Wealsonoddedsmiling.Ijustnothingbadwill

happentomynephew.Thiswillsurelybreaklona.

Butwewillbethereforher.ButIhopenothingmore

willhappentohim.Andhewillbeinsafehands.

Mom:canweseethem?

Doctor:Iwillaskthenursestocomeandfetchyou

whentheyaredonewiththem.



Wenoddedsmiling.Hewalkedaway.

Sesona:Ijusthopetherewon'tbeanycomplications

withthesecondchild.

Weallshookourheadssadly.

Dad:let'shavefaiththatnothingwillhappentohim.I

knowmygrandchildwillmakeit.HeWillbestrong.

Weagreedwithhim.Justthenthenursescameto

fetchus.Wewenttoherward.Shewasinpain

probablyfeedingthefirstchild.Breastfeedinghim.

Weallsmiledlookingather.Butshegaveusafaint

one.Mom tookthechild.

Mom:funumuvabakhalanjani.

(Iwanttohearhowhecries)

Shesaidbeatinghishandslightly.Welaughed.My

mom iscrazybutthechildendedupcryingandshe

gavehim tohismotherbuthelpedherholdhim in

therightway.

Lona:thenisususam sikhulu.Baphumilemoc.

(whyismystomachstillbig.Theyareout)



Welookedatitandreallywasbig.Welaughed.

Mom:bucifanbasizobanjani?Funekeseliginger

usibophekuzesihle.

(howdoyouthinkitwasgoingtobelike?Youmust

drinkgingerandtieitifyouwantittogobacktoits

normalsize)

Shefrownedandwelaughedather.Wealltook

turnswiththebaby.

Me:whyemnyamalomthana?Jongindlebene

sbunzi.ImeanwenanoMandlaNiziyellowbone?

(whyisthischilddark?Lookattheearsandthe

forehead.ImeanyouandMandlaarebothyellow

bones?)

Everyoneasked.

Lona:Ma…

Someonecleareduptheirthroatbehindus.We

lookedbackonlytobemetbyImbusise.Hiseyes

werebloodshootredandwereabitswollen.He

reallywascrying.Iwonderwhy.Hewalkedoverto

us.



Lona:goodthingthatyou'rehere.Whereismy

secondchildImbusise?

Sheaskedsmiling.Wealljustwentnumb.Iknow

shewon'ttakethenewsgood.

Imbusise:Mamieoursecondchildisintheneonatal

intensivecareunit.Hewaswaytosmall.

Ovayoizikhungowassquashinghim.

Lona:what?Ishefine?Ineedtoseeourchild

Imbusiseheneedsme.

Imbusise:babycalm down.Ihaven'tfinishedyet.His

alsosufferingfrom aheartdisease.

Lona:what?

Thatcameoutasawhisper.Imbusisenodded

wipinghistears.Lonabrokedownandhecomfort

her.Ican'tbelievethatmynephewalreadyastogo

throughsomuch.Imeanhewasjustbornandhis

alreadyhastogothroughallthis.Itbreaksmyheart

howmuchdoesittoher.

Imbusise:don'tcryMamie.IpromiseyouthatIwill

doeverythinginmypowertomakesurethatour



childsurvives.

Dadindicatedthatweshouldgetoutandwedid.We

alllookedateachother.Wechuckledindisbelief.

Sesona:I'm sureI'm nothearingthings.Theywere

sayingourchild?

Wenoddedstilllookingateachothershocked.

Mom andDad:Lonaneedstoexplain.What's

happeninghere.

Wenodded.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTY.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

ShewasmorehurtthenIwas.Icouldseeitthrough

hereyesthatshewas.Imeanourchildhastogo

throughalotandit'sbeenanhoursincehewasborn.

Andhealreadyhastogothroughsomuchsorrow.

Me:I'm sorrybaby.

Isaidholdingthem both.

Lona:willhesurvive?Ican'tlosemychildumna

Imbusise.

Me:wewon'tloseourchildlona.Iwillmakesurethat

hegetsthebesttreatmenthecan.Hewillsurely

survive.Wejusthavetohavefaithbaby.

Lona:promisemehewill.

Me:Ipromiseyou.Nowstopstressingbaby.Ihave

alreadygivenhim thetreatmentheneeds.Whenhis

fitenough.Iwillbeperformingthesurgeryonmy



own.Iwillgivemychildthebesttreatmenthe

deserves.Asithemsanqelewillsurvive.

Shegiggled.

Lona:Ican'tbelieveyounamedmychildrenwithout

talkingtomefirst.

Welaughed.Igaveherapeck.

Me:yourobbedme9monthsofnotbeingthere.And

notbondingwithmykids.

Lona:9Imbusise?9.Nobuphambene.Awhole

fucken10months.Yesesabanthwanabakho.

(maybeyourmad…yourkids)

Welaughed.

Me:ourkidsknewthatmommyanddaddywillbe

separatewhenitwassupposetobetheirduedate.

Hencetheychosetowaitfordaddytocomebackso

thathecandeliverthem.

Wesmiledlookingateachother.

Lona:Ican'tbelievethatyouthoughtIwouldreally

abortourkids.Andyoublockedmeoffeverywhere.I



triedtoreachoutthatdaybutyoukeptonrejecting

mycalls.

Me:I'm sorryMamie.JustIthoughtthatyoureally

weregoingtoabort.IwasjustafraidforsomethingI

Don'tknowoff.Plusyoualreadychosehim overme.

SoforthefirsttimeinforeverIgaveup.

Lona:Ialwayswishedyouwerethereformethough.

Imeanforeverything.

Me:thathasalwaysbeenmywishtoo.Butwecan't

takebackthehandsoftime.AslongasIwillbehere

formychildrennow.AndIwillbepartoftheirlives.

Lona:atleastthat.Butyoucan'tbefullypartoftheir

livessinceI'm marriedandIhavealreadytold

Mandlathatthesearehiskids.

Isighedandnodded.I'm justagreeingfornow.ButI

knowthatlateronthisshitwillend.Iwillgetherto

beminefullywithmychildren.Iwilljustlaylowfor

now.Tillmytimetostrikehascome.

Me:itisfinebyme.AslongasIgettohaveaccess

tomykids.It'sfinebyme.



Shenoddedandwekissed.

Me:butIhaveoneconditionthough.

Lona:whatcondition?

ItookOvayoizikhungo.

Me:theywillgettousemysurname.

Lona:howImbusise.Thatcan'thappen.

Me:itwill.Iwillmakeitpossible.Youwillhavetheir

fakecertificateswhichtheywillbeusingNdlovu.

AndtherealonewhichwillgettoPretoriawillbe

Stokwe.

Shesighedlookingatmeandnodded.

Lona:okayfinebymethen.Butcanwegoandsee

Asithamsanqele.

Inodded.

Me:let'sgo.

Lona:Ican'twalk.

Igaveherovayoizikhungobeforegoingtofetcha

wheelchair.Ihelpedherstandupbeforewegotout.



ShewasholdingOvayo.Herfamilywereoutside.

Lona:wegoingtoAsithamsanqelenow.Doyoumind

joiningus.

Theynodded.Weallwenttotheneonatalintensive

careunit.Butweworescrubsfirst.Wewentoverto

ourchild.Lonaheldhim first.

Lona:hissotiny.

Shesaidsmilingwithtearsstreamingdownherface.

Throughthatsmileofhis.IcouldseetheHurtinher

eyes.ImeanIwasalsohurtbyseeingmychildin

thissituation.Withallthesepipesaroundhim.His

sosmall.

Me:whichremindsme.Youwillhavetofeedhim.He

needsthatskintoskinfeeding.

Shenoddedlookingatmesmiling.

Sesona:IknowIwasn'thearingthingsbackthen.

Yousaidyourchildren?

Wenodded.Theywereshocked.

Mr.Saul:theseain'tMandla'schildren?



Weshookourheads.

Lona:notheseareImbusise'schildren.

Them:Lona

Theywarned.

Lona:Iknow,Iknowokay.ButIalsothoughtwewere

playingitsafebutImbusisehadotherplans.He

gavemefertilitypillssayingtheyaremorningafter

pills.

Theylookedatmeandlaughed.Ijustlookedatmy

childsoinnocent.Howthefuckdidshefindout

aboutthat?Idon'tremembertellingher.Shemust

havefoundoutsomewhere.Orshesawthepills

elsewhere.Okuhlefistbumpedme.

Okuhle:doesthismeanyou'redivorcingMandla?

Theylookedathersmiling.Dotheyhatehim that

much.Orletmerathersaydon'tlikehim thatmuch.

Hateisaverystrongword.Sheshookherhead

laughing.

Mrs.Saul:howareyougoingtomakeitwork.

BecauseabanthwanabafananoImbusise.Bajonge.



(thesekidslooklikeImbusise.Lookatthem)

Theyreallydolooklikeme.Mysoontobemotherin

lawcanseesham.YouallgetwhatI'm tryingtosay?

Yesyoudo.Youknowthevibes.Wecontinued

talkingandlookingatAsithamsanqele.Talking

aboutthem.Itookoutthetopglass.Theylookedat

me.

Me:Ijustwanttoshowmydaughterhersiblings.

Theynodded.IplacedOvayoizikhungonexttohim

andItookapictureofthem.Alsotheothersdid.I

sentthepicturesinthefamilygroupwiththecaption

'Liyolathanabobhutibakho.Ayonguwewedwa

ngoku.Daddyunezinyeingane'

(Liyolathahereareyourbrothers.You'renottheonly

onenow.Daddyhasotherkids)

Theystartedaskingquestionshow?Andwhen?I

justsentavnlaughingandtheywereswearingat

measkingaboutthekids.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYONE.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Imbusisehaschildren?When?

How?ImeanknowingImbusise.Helikestoflex.I'm

sureweallknowthatbynow?Likethat'sthebest

thinghedoes.Isflexing.Theniggawillbragtoyou

tillyougetannoyed.That'showheis.Hebragsand

flexsaboutthesmallestthings.Wellthat'shim

basically.Andhewouldalwaystellusthatwe

shouldn'tbeafraidofbraggingandflexing.Because

itfeelsdamngood.AndIsometimesdoanditreally

does.Nocap.Braggingaboutyourhardearned

thingsisalwaysthenicestthingtodo.Trustme.But

still.KnowingImbusise.Hewouldhavebeen

braggingabouthiskids.Goingaroundlikea

headlesschickenbecauseofthem.Notforgetting

thathewouldliterallygocrazy.Especiallythatit's

boys.Howhewouldhavebraggedaboutthe

smallestthings.Thecrazybabyshoppinghewould



havedone.Hewouldhaveboughtthewholestore

andflexaboutit.Notforgettingallthosescanshe

wouldhaveshownus.Thephotoshoots.Andallthe

things.Butthistimehewassilentaboutit.And

judgingbackfrom thepastmonths.Hehasnothing

butbeensadbecauseofwhatLonadid.Whichwe

stilldon'tknowoff.Hereallyhasbeen.Andnowout

oftheblue?Hehaskids.Whatifhebroughtbackthe

sidewhichLonamanagedtounleash.Yeah,his

probablyjoking.Iknowheis.Judgingbyhowheis.

Hewouldhavebragged.Andhedidn'tthistime.

Meaninghisjoking.Hisjustpullingourlegslikehe

usuallydoes.Youneverknowwhattoexpectfrom

thatman.Butthese2littleboyshadhisfigures.I

don'tknowanymore.Iwishhecouldanswerourtext.

Curiosityiseatingus.

Me:BabyImbusisejustsentusapictureoftwins

sayingthattheyarehis.Hehasnewchildrennow.

IsaidtoMbangiasshewasbreastfeeding

Menziwaluthando.Ourson.Yeahshealsogavebirth

toababyboy.ItwasonChristmasdaythatshedid.

OtherswereenjoyingtheirChristmasdayandwe



wereinthelabourwardabouttoreceiveourson.

Thatwasdefinitelythebestdayofmylifeever.Ido

notwanttoliesham.ThemomentIgottoholdmy

soninmyhandswasthemostpricelessmoments

ever.

Mbangi:yeahIknow.

Ilookedatherraisinganeyebrowandshewas

makingoursonburp.

Me:whatdoyoumeanyouknow?

Mbangi:exactlythat.

Me:how?

Mbangi:mybestfriendwastheonecarryinghiskids

Me:holdon.What?!ButIthoughtImbusiseandher

brokeup?How?Whydidn'tyoutellmeaboutthis?

Whenwaslonapregnanteven?

Mbangi:onequestionatatimeShaka.Buttoanswer

them.YesLonaistheonethatwaspregnantwith

Imbusise'schildren.Yestheydidbreakup.Because

ImbusisethoughtLonawentalongwithabortingthe

childrensincethatwaswhatshewantedatfirst.



Obviouslytheyhadsex.Idon'tknowwhyyouasking

how.Ooh,youruncledidthesameshityoudid.He

fedherfertilizationpills.

Istretchedmyforehead.

Me:atleastwehaveahandsomesonthatlookslike

daddy.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mbangi:icouldn'ttellyoubecauselonawantedto

keepitasecretsinceshefiguredthatImbusise

wantsnothingtodowithherandhecutheroffhis

life.IfItoldyou.Itwouldhavegottentohim.And

shedidn'twanttotellhim.Becauseoffthebreakup.

Andyourfinalanswer.Shehasbeenpregnantfor

thepast10monthsnow.40fuckenweeks.

Me:soImbusiseneverknewaboutthesekids?

Shenodded

Mbangi:yeah.Heneverknew.

Me:wow.Thisisoverwhelming.Iknewsomething

waswrong.ImeanImbusisewouldhavebragged

thewholepregnancy.Knowinghim.Buthedidn't.



NowIgetit.

Welaughed.

Mbangi:canIseethetwins.

Igavehermyphoneandshefrowned.

Mbangi:won'titbeobvioustoMandlathattheseain't

his.Thiskidsaretheirfathersgens.Theyareeven

goingtobedarkbones.Lookattheforeheadand

ears.Mandlaisayellowbone.

Welaughedindisbelief.Icalledmyuncle,auntand

father.Itoldthem that,thosearelona'skidsthe

storybehindthem.Theywereallindisbeliefnot

believingit.Especiallymyaunt.Shewasalsoangry

atLethuthathedidn'ttellher.Hewasalsointhe

videocall.Butwespokeaboutthem andall.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Wewerestillatthecareunitwithourbaby'sandI

wasfeedingAsithamsanqele.Doingtheskintoskin

thing.Imbusisewasjustlookingathissonsmiling.I

wouldlookathim andshakemyhead.Hiswayto



happy.Hishappyinawayhehasneverbeenbefore.

Itshowshowmuchhereallywantedkids.Whatis

bringingmysouldownnow.Isthefactthatmyson

hasaheartproblem.Hissotinyinmyarmsandhe

alreadyhastogothroughalot.Myheartisshattered

rightnow.AllIkeepprayingforisthatGodprotects

him.Andhesurviveseverysinglelittlechallengehe

willface.Ireallyprayforthat.Idon'twanttolosemy

son.Ireallydon'twantto.

Imbusise:Myfamilycan'tstopaskingquestionsand

Iwon'tanswerthem.TheyprobablythinkIwas

jokingsinceIalwaysfoolaround.

Welaughed.

Me:Iwouldalsothinkyouare.Sinceyouhaven'ttold

them aboutityet.

Welaughed.IgotdonewithAsithamsanqeleandI

madehim burp.Weexchangedbabiesnodaddy

sincehehadtomakehim sleep.Andconnectingall

thesepipes.

Me:fatherhoodlooksgoodonyou.

HeblushedlookingatmeandIgiggled.



:whatishappeninghere?!

WelookedbackonlytobemetbyMandla.Shit.

Imbusise:oohbendilalisamntanawethu.

(I'm puttingourchildtosleep)

Mandlawasgettingangrytryingtofigureoutwhat

hemeant.IgaveImbusiseadeadstare.

Imbusise:yoohndadlalaoupa.Libelebaakudlalwa

nawekanene.Ungafeliaphowethu.Andifuniaroma

yakhoemdakaikhothuseabanthwana.

(justjokinggrandpa.IforgotthatIcan'tjokearound

withyou,again.Don'tdiethere.Idon'twantyour

dirtyaromatoscarethesechildren)

___________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYTWO.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

IswearImbusisewantsmedead.Whydoeshe

alwayshavetosaythesethingsinfrontofMandla.

HereallywantstoruinmymarriageIswear.Buthe

walkedawayafterhewasdonewith

Asithamsanqele.Mandlawalkedin.

Mandla:whatwashedoinghere?Doyouwantour

kidstodiebeforetheyevenseethesun?Youdo

knowthathismyenemyright?

Me:IknowMandlabuthisthedoctorthatIwas

assignedto.Whywouldhekillmykidsyouarehis

enemynotmeandmykids.

Mandla:Iknowbabybutthatdoesn'tchangethefact

thathismyenemy.Hemighttrytodosomethingto

them justtohurtme.

Me:nohewouldn't.Imbusisewouldneverdothat.

Andifhedoes.Betterbereadyfortheworstfrom



Mandla.Itoldyoutonotinvolvemeinyourshit.

Mandla:Iknowbaby.Iwillhavetokeepaneyeon

him.Notonlythat.Buthiskindnessisjusttomuch.

Whyishedoingallofthis?Hisuptosomething.

Me:youoverreacting.Whywouldhebeupto

something?Youreadingwaytomuchbetweenthe

lines.Iftherewassomething.Iwouldhavebeen

alertedto.PlusI'm nothisenemy.Okaylook.Iwill

keepaneyeonhim sinceIwillbeheremoreoften.

Hesighedandnodded.

Mandla:betterdo.NowcanIseemyson.

Igiggledgivinghim Ovayoizukhungo.Ijusthopehe

doesn'tseetheresemblance.Theseboysreallylook

theirfather.IjustreallyhopeMandlaistoblindto

seethat.Hefrowned.

Mandla:whyaretheybrownbutwearebothyellow

bones?

Ilaughednervously.

Me:ithappensbaby.Lookatmeforexample.I'm a

yellowbonebutmyfamilyareblackbones.One



wouldswearmymom cheatedbutIlooklikemy

father.

IswearifImbusisewashere.Hewouldhave

laughed.Oranyonewhoknowsthetruth.BecauseI

cheatedandthechildrenlookslikedaddy.He

noddedsmilinganyway.

Mandla:whyishehere?

Ijustbrokedownthinkingaboutmyson.

Me:heiswaytoosmallandhewasalsodiscovered

withaheartproblem.

HealsobecamesadlookingatAsithamsanqele.

Hecametocomfortme.

Mandla:it'sgoingtobealrightbaby.Don'tcry.

Inoddedwipingmytears.

~OKUHLESAUL~

IcalledMihlebutshedidn'tanswer.Isighedand

calledmysister,Sesona.



Sesona:Okuhle?

Me:uphiMihle?

(whereisMihle)

Sesona:stillgettingreadynoSipha.

Isighed.

Me:whatwasshedoingallalong

Sesona:youknowyourmother.Shemadeusspree

cleanthehouseforhergrandchildren.Allclean

Lona'sroom from headtotop.

Welaughed.

Me:okay.Tellhershewillmeetmeatmycar.I

parkedatthefirstentrance.

Sesona:willdo.

Wedisconnected.Isatoutsidemycarwaitingfor

them whileIwaslookingatthepeoplewalkingin

andoutoffthemall.Afterhalfanhourorso.She

finallycamewithSiphamndla.Ilookedatthem with

thatreallyfaceandtheylaughed.ItookSiphamndla

beforewewalkedin.



Me:Ishouldhavetakenyouguysalongwithmein

themorning.

Mihle:youknowhowSiphamndlawouldhavebeen

irritatedinthecar.Youweregoingtoalotofplaces

nawemarn.

Me:hereallywouldhavebeenirritated.Let'sgetin

beforeitgetsmorefuller.

Shenodded.Wewalkedin.

Me:Emihlemarn.

Shelookedatmesinceshewasscrubbinginher

bag.Idon'tknowwhatshewaslookingfor.

Emihle:mhh.

Me:umtyisaqithilomthana.Mjongesindakanjani

ngoku.Jongaizdlele.

(youmakethischildeatalot.Lookathowheavyhe

isnow.Lookatthecheeks)

Theybothlaughed.

Siphamndla:Mihledaddy,mihle.

Mihle:ndiyekeukutyisa?



(shouldIstopmakingyoueatalot?)

Heshookhisheadsmiling.Welaughedathim.

Siphamndla:mndikutyadaddy.

(foodisnicedaddy)

Welaughed.

:whatthefuckishappeninghere?

Welookeduponlytobemetbyanotherguy.Ilooked

athim raisinganeyebrow.Mihlesqueezedmyhand.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

FirstthingIdidthismorningwastovisitmysonat

thecareunit.Afterfewminutesspentwithhim I

wanttohismother.Idecidedtotaketheafternoon

shifttoday.SoIhavegotallmorningtospendtime

withmykids.AndMamie.HowcanIforgetaboutmy

queen.Igotinherwardandshewasbreastfeeding

Ovayo.Iwentovertohersmiling.Shealsosmiled

lookingatme.Ikissedherforeheadandgaveher

lipsapeck.



Me:howareyouguysthismorning?

Lona:tired.Ibarelysleptlastnightbecauseofhim.

Youshouldhavewarnedmeaboutthem not

sleepingallnightnxx!

Welaughed.

Me:sorry.ButyouwillgetusedtoeatMamie.

Lona:i'm nolongerMamienowbutmommy.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:true.YesterdayItoldmyfamilyaboutyou.ButI

didn'tmentionyourname.Butmybrother'sand

nephewsalreadyknewwhoIwastalkingabout.

LiyolathawantedtocomeandseethechildrenbutI

toldhershecan'tnow.Butmywholefamilywantsto

meetthekids.

Lona:theywillafter3months.ButIwon'tbethere

umna.

Inodded.ShealsotoldmeaboutMandlaandI

couldn'tstoplaughing.

Me:you'remakingajokeoutofMandlawena.



Welaughed.WespokeforawhileIalsowenttobut

foodforus.Especiallyhersinceshewasreally

hungry.

Me:let'sgettoknoweachothermore.I'm bored.

IsaidmakingOvayosleepinhiscot.

Lona:okaysoyourfavoritemeal?

Ilookedathersmiling.

Me:definitelyhastobeumpokoqoandbeefstew

withsteamedbread.Trustmeifyouwouldcookme

those?Youalreadyhavemyheart.Andyours?

Lona:amanqinabra.

(chickenfeet)

Welaughed.

Lona:favoritetypeofmusic?

Me:hastobedeephouse.

Lona:IsecondthatandRnB.

Inodded.Wecontinuedaskingeachothermore

things.



Lona:petpeeze?

Me:yinja.

(it'sadog)

Sheburstoutlaughing

Me:whatyouaskedmeaboutmypet?

Shecouldn'tstoplaughing.

_________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYTHREE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Me:nobuphambene.Petpeezesqaleninibayinja?

(maybeyouaremad.Whendidpetpeevesstarted

beingdogs?)

Imbusise:yintonikepetpeeves?

(whatarepetpeezes?)

Me:som…

Imbusise:somethingyoufindparticularlyannoying.

Exampleyourhusband.

Igavehim adeadstareandwelaughed.

Imbusise:Yathanducifanbandidom kanjaniwena.

Ndayazitchi.QhaIwasjokingaroundlikeIalways

do

(youlikethinkingthatI'm dumb.Iknow.But…)

Me:Ilovethefactthatyouknowthatyoulovejoking



around.Whichremindsme.I'm stillangryatyoufor

whatyousaidtoMandla.Knowingprettywellthat

thesekidslooklikeyou.

Imbusise:I'm sorryMamie.ButyouknowIwould

neverjeopardizeyourmarriage.Irespectit.

Me:Ilovethefactthatyoudo.Butpleasestopwith

yoursillygames.Nevertimeitwillbetolatetotake

itback.

Imbusise:Iwon'tpromiseyouanythingsinceyou

knowhowIam.ButIwilltryto.

Inodded.

Me:atleastthat'ssomething.

Henodded.

Imbusise:buttoansweryourquestion.Mypet

peeves.Hastobeadrinkingwoman.Likeifyou're

withmeyoushouldknowthatalcoholisofflimits.

Alsosmoking.Awomanwhosmokesanddrinks

annoysthefuckoutofme.Alsowhensomeone

chewsloudly.Notforgettingbeingshoutedat.Yeah

therestyouwillseeastimegoesby.



Inodded.Wecontinuedtalkingandwhilestillatit.

HehelpedmebathOvayoizikhungo.Hewascrying

thewholetime.WealsobathedAsithamsanqele.His

criesweretheworst.Butwegotdonewiththem and

chilledinmywardtillmymothercametofetchme,

sinceIwasgettingdischargedtoday.Imilked

enoughmilkforAsithamsanqeletolasthim forthe

dayandnight.Iwillhavetocomebackhereevery

day.Tofeedhim.Andbondwithmysontoo.But

Imbusisepromisedtocomeandfetchmeeveryday.

That'swhatIloveabouthim.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Iwasstilllookingatthismanraisinganeyebrow.

Him:EmihleIaskedyou.Whatareyoudoinghere?

You'replayinghappyfamilywithanothermannow?

IlookedatEmihlewaitingforanexplanationofwhat

isgoingonhere.

Emihle:Lisenathiwhatdoyouwantfrom me?

JustthenaoldmanlookinglikeEmihlecametous.



Oldman:Emihlewhoisthis?

Theysaidlookingatme.

Emihle:dadthisisOkuhlemyman.

Theychuckled.

Lisenathi:EmihleI'm yourmanhere.IpaidLobolafor

you.Whatareyoustilldoingwiththisman?

Emihle:lookIdon'tcarehowmuchyoupaid.Inever

knewaboutit.Meandyoubrokeupalongtimeago.

Stopwastingmytime.Didyoudrinkyourpills?

Hegotmadinaninstant.

Oldman:Emihledon'ttalklikethattohim!Ihave

alreadyacceptedtheLobolamoney.Youaregetting

marriedtohim nextweek.That'sfine.I'm yourfather.

Let'sgo.Dumpthismannow!!

Emihle:Iwon'tdothat.YouaccepttheLobolamoney

withoutmyconcern.Iwon'tgetmarriedtoanyman

butOkuhle.Histhefatherofmycomingchild.

Them:healreadytookyourvirginity?!

Lisenathi:lookIdon'tcare.Babyyourcausinga



scene.Let'sgoandtalkaboutthisathome.

Hesaidpullingherbythearm roughly.IplacedSipha

downandItookhishandofher.

Me:don'tyoueverholdmywomanlike.Thisain'tjust

nobody.Ndakudibanisanodongaumna.V'tsek

cifanbamfazkabanilombambaoluhlobo?

(Iwillbeatyouagainstthewall.Who'swifeareyou

holdinglikethat?)

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYFOUR.

~LISENATHIDLOMO~

Me:didyouseehowsheembarrassedme?!

Mr.Ndoni:don'tyoudareshoutatmeson!

Me:iwill.Tillyoufixyourdaughter.Ithoughtwehad

adealhere.

Mr.Ndoni:wedohaveadealbutIalsoneverknew

thatsheiswithsomeone.

Me:notonlythat.Butshelosthervirginitytothat

bastard.

Mr.Ndoni:nxx!

Me:youhavetodosomething.

Me.Ndoni:whatcanIdo?Emihleisstubborn.She

willneveragreetobewithyou.Idon'tknowwhyI

evenagreedtothisdeal.

Me:Becauseyourcompanyislikeasinkingship.



Justonephonecallaway.Andyouloseitall.The

house,thecars.Everything.

Mr.Ndoni:Iknowokay.Iwillwokonsomething.

Me:manipulateher.Italwaysworks.

Mr.Ndoni:likeIsaid.Emihlewillneveragreetothat.

Notafterwhathappenedtoday.Shewillmakesure

thatyoustayawayfrom her.

Me:that'swhereyougetin.Oldman.Iwillbehelping

youwithyourcompany.NotonlythatbutIalsopaid

lobolaforher.Avirginprice.Onlytofineoutsheisn't.

AndIstilldidn'ttalkmuchaboutit.Notforgetting

thatsheisexpectingnow.AndIalsofounditinmy

hearttoforgiveyouforthat.Becauseyouknowthat

Ilovehersomuch.Whydoesitlooklikeyouare

takingadvantageofmylove?

Mr.Ndoni:noI'm not.SonIwillneverdothattoyou.I

neverthatshewasinvolvedwithsomeone.

Me:istheresomethingyouknowabouther?Because

clearlythereisnothing.Youdon'tknowyourown

daughter.Nxx.Betterfixthis.IwantEmihleinmy

housein72hours.Timeisticking.3daysonly.72



hours.Tick,tock,tick,tock.

Iwalkedoutandslammedthedoor.Howdare

Emihleembrasemelikethatinfrontofanotherman.

Notonlythatbutsheispregnantandexpectinghis

child.ButIdon'tcare.AslongasIgetherintheend.

Iwillbefine.ButIwillhavetodosomethingwith

withthatman.Hisstandinginmyway.Anditlooks

hewillbeinmywayifIdon'tgetridofhim.YeahI

willhavetogetridofhim assoonaspossible.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Shemademecalm downandwecontinuedwithour

shoppinglikenothinghappened.Weenjoyedour

time.ButIstillhadtoaskherabouthim.Ihaveto

knowwhatI'm dealingwithhere.Ican'taffordto

loseEmihle.Istronglybelievethatsheistheone

madeforme.Sheknowshowtotakecareofmejust

therightway.Sheknowsmemorethananyone.She

understandsmeandsheisthefirstwomantolove

meforwhoIam.AndacceptmethewayIam

withoutjudgingme.Shehasalwaysbeentherefor



meforeverything.WherewillIevergetanother

womanlikeher.Theyareveryraretofind.Imustsay

I'm luckytohaveher.AndIcan'tlosehernomatter

what.IwillfighttoothandnailifIhaveto.Noone

willevertakeherawayfrom me.Wegotathim and

Siphawassleeping.Idon'tblamehim though.I

meanhewasbusythewholedayatthemall.

Runningaround.YouknowhowSiphais.SoItook

him andourshoppingbagstomyroom.Iplacedhim

downandEmihlegotin.

Me:canwetalk.

Shenodded.Wecuddledonthecouch.

Emihle:surelyyouwantustotalkaboutwhat

happenedatthemall?

Inodded.

Emihle:wellLisenthiismyhighschoolex.Inever

reallytalkmuchaboutitbutIwillnow.Hewasmy

firstboyfriend.Andmyonlyonebeforeyou.Heused

toabusemeemotionallyandmentally.Henevergot

physicalwithme.Hewassoobsessedwithme.Still

is.Iguess.Heoncekidnappedmewhenwewerein



grade10.BecauseIbrokeupwithhim.Butluckily

hisfatherknewaboutthis.Sohesavedmehim.And

hewassenttoamentalhospital.Sinceheisliving

withbipolar.Ineversawhim tothisday.Idon'teven

knowwhattheyweretalkingabouttoday.ButIcan't

believemyfathersoldme.That'shurtsmethemost

now.

ShesaidcryingandIcomforther.

Me:don'tworrybaby.Theywillnevertakeyouaway

from me.Hewillneverdoanythingtoyou.Ipromise

you.Youwillneverevergettodealwithhim ever

againinyourlife.Okay?

Shenodded.Iwipedhertearskissingher.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYFIVE.

~OKUHLESAUL~

Me:youalsomentionedthatyouwerepregnant.Was

itsomethingtogetthem offyourbackorwereally

areexpecting.

Shegiggled.

Me:Emihle

Isaidsittingupstraightwithmyeyespoppedout

andasmileonmyface.

Emihle:itwassupposetobeasurprise.AndItelling

youaboutitonthegrandopeningoftheshiyanyama

thisFriday.ButyeahI'm pregnant.

Igaveabonecrackinghugandshegiggledhugging

meback.Ikissedheralloverherfaceandshe

couldn'tstopgiggling.Wekissedforawhile.

Me:Ican'tbelieveit.Howfararewe?

Emihle:onemonthnow.Ifoundoutlastweektoo.I



wasgettingtheneedlelikeIusuallydoeverythree

months.

Inodded.Ihatedthefactthatshedoesbutwhatcan

wedo?Imeanshedidn'twantachildsoearly.AndI

respectedherdecision.Butnow?Wearepregnant.

Emihle:sofirstIhadtodotests.AndIfoundoutI

was1monthpregnant.LookIevenhavethescans.I

don'tknowwhyyouhaven'tseenthem inmybagyet

sinceyoualwaystakingmythings.

Me:nonguSipha

(it'sSipha)

Shelookedatmeandwelaughed.Shetookoutthe

scansandIcouldn'tholdbackmytears.Shewiped

them.Wecontinuedtalkingaboutthebaby.

Me:butbaby.Iwon'tletyougobackthereumna.

Whatiftheytakeyouaway.Yousaidityourselfthat

hehasBipolar.Wecan'tputyourlifeatriskandthe

baby's.

Shenodded.

Emihle:andsurelymyfatherwilltrytomanipulate



me.SonopeI'm definitelynotgoingthere.Iwillhave

tofindahousenearmyworkplace.

Me:No!

Emihle:no?

Me:yeah.Wecan'tbaby.It'salsorisky.Youcan'tbe

livingalone.HowwillIprotectyou?

Shelookedatmesmiling.

Me:youhavetobeclosetome.Meaningyoumoving

inwithmenow.

Emihle:butbabythisisyourparent'shouse.

Me:Iknowbaby.Butitwillonlybefora2months.

ThattimeIwillbeabletohavecollectedmoneyfor

ourhouse.Youlookforahousenearbyourwork

places.Ahousethatwon'tbefarfrom yoursneither

mine.Yabo?

Shenodded.

Emihle:anice8room housewilldo.Itoccupyis

perfectlyfine.Imeanitwillonlybethe4ofusso

long.



Inodded.

Me:yeah.Sodon'tworryaboutanything.Aslongas

youarebymysideyouaresafe.Iwilltalktomy

familysolong.Restheresolong.Itwasalongday.

Shenodded.Wekissed.Ilefthersnugglingcloseto

Sipha.Ismiledbeforewalkingout.Iwenttothe

house.MywholefamilywashereandMandlawas

gettingout.IsatdownandtookOvayo.

Me:whereishegoing?Isn'thestayingfordinner?

Lonasighed.

Lona:hehastogoonabusinesstoUganda.

Me:zezintoetyelwale.

(thisiswhytheytookyouawayfrom you)

Weburstoutlaughingandshegavemeadeadstare

lookingatme.

Sesona:didheseethatthesechildrendon'tlooklike

him?

Lona:hewasconsideredaboutthecolour.SoImade

anexampleaboutus.I'm theonlyyellowbonehere



butIlooklikedadsomom nevercheated.

Weburstoutlaughing.Iwasevenintears.

Us:mxm wena.

Welaughedmore.Itoldthem abouttheLISENATHI

sage.Andtheywereworried.

Dad:ngumzalionjaniothengisumntanakho?

(whatkindofparentsellsherchild?)

Us:takaEmihleIguess.

(Emihle'sdad…)

Weshookourheads.

Mom:whydidhesellhertoapersonlivingwith

bipolar?

Ishrugged.

Me:wealsodon'tknow.AndIcan'taffordtoloseher.

Especiallynowthatsheispregnant.

Them:what?!

Ilaughednodding.

Me:lookslikeGodisblessingyouguyswith



grandchildrenthisyear.OnlySesonaisleft.

Weburstoutlaughing.Theywerehappyforme.One

thingaboutmeandmyfamily.AsimoneLani.We

celebrateeachother'sachievementslikeitsourown.

Lona:mom willsurelybeworkingextrahoursthis

year.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mom:mxm.Sonowwhatwillyoudo?Youcan'tlose

yourwifeandkid.

Me:yeahwhichiswhyI'm talkingtoyounow.Can

shemoveinwithus.Itisonlyfor2months.TillIfind

anaffordablehouseforusandthekids.

Dadandmom:noit'sfine.Shecanlivewithusforas

longasshewantsto.Wedon'thaveaproblem atall.

Aslongasourdaughterinlawissafe.Pluswelove

her.Sheisgreatcompany.

Mysisters:theyareright.

Inodded.Wecontinueddiscussingthismattertill

Imbusiseknockedonthedoor.Hehadalotofthings

withhim.Welaughed.Hegotin.



Lona:pram nebabyseatsImbusise?!

Imbusise:areyougoingtocarrythem aroundona

babyseat.Icantakeitback.Imeanthiscostme

80k.

Us:80k!?

Imbusise:that'snothingwhenitcomestomyson's.

Thisiscybex3in1.Mymotherinlawwon'thaveany

problemswhenmeandlonaarebusy.Itevenhas

wings.

Weburstoutlaughing.Ineverseenthismanserious.

Hisalwaysjokingaround.Hehandshakedusall.

Dad:meandyouneedtotalk.

Imbusisenodded.

Lona:whatbrandoffdiapersdidyoubuy?

Imbusise:Pampers.MotherinlawsaidIshouldbuy

them sincehuggiesarenotgoodforthebaby.

Shenodded.

Lona:whendidyouguystalk.

Imbusise:someday.



Weburstoutlaughing.

Lona:thebottles?

Imbusise:bought4.2sametypetheother2same

typeto.Alsothecolours.

Shenodded.

Lona:somanyclothes.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:tomorrowthechestofdrawershouldbe

here.ItooktheoneIshowedyou.

Shenodded.Wecontinuedtalkingwithhim.Itwas

basicallymyfatheraskinghim questions.Andit

lookedliketheywereimpressed.Hegivesstraight

forwardanswers.LateronEmihleandSesona

cookeddinnerandmom saidImbusiseshouldstay

forit.Andhedid.

Imbusise:youguysshouldteachLonahowtocook.

Theotherday.Shemademeeatdryfood.Not

forgettingthecoalofmeatweatethatday.

Weburstoutlaughing.Wewereevenintears.Lona

gavehim adeadstare.



Imbusise:thisiswhyIneverspokeaboutit.She

alwayswantstokillme.

Welaughedmore.Beingaroundhim isalwaysthe

funniest.Wegotdoneeating.Havingfun.Hehadto

goandIaccompaniedhim out.

Me:Ihavebeenmeaningtoask.

Isaidaswewerestandingoutsidehiscar.He

lookedatmeandshrugged.Ilookedaround.Hedid

to.ThereWasnooneonthestreet.

Me:ndidingintshizamshanam.

(Ineedagun)

Imbusise:ntshiza?

(agun?)

Inodded.Heshruggedandaskedmewhy.Itoldhim

whyIneedit.It'sfortheLISENATHIsage.Henodded

vigorously.

Imbusise:nothingIcan'ttakecareoff.ButIwillget

youyourgun.Butyounotgettingitforkilling.To

protectyourselfandyourwoman.Idothekilling.

Younotgettingyourhandsdirty.Don'tworrywena



sbali.Considerhim takencareof.

Hepattedmyshouldersmilingbeforegettinginhis

car.Itoldyouallthatwhenmysisterintroducedme

tohim.Itwasablessingindisguise.

_____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYSIX.

~LISENATHIDLOMO~

Iwasinmyofficeatmyhousethinkingaboutmy

planswithEmihle.Firstoffall.Iwantustogotothe

departmentofhomeaffairsandsign.Idon'twanta

bigwedding.EventhoughIwishwecouldhaveone.

Showthewholeworldhowmuchweloveeachother

youknow.Thatwouldbeawesome.Butknowing

Emihle.Shewouldn'twantthat.Shewilljustwantus

tosignandthatwouldbeit.Sothat.Secondly.I

wantustogotoourhoneymoon.Justtoshowher

howmuchIloveher.Andtomethatwillbethenight

Itakehervirginity.Idon'tcarewhatshesaidabout

herbeingpregnant.Tomesheisstillavirgin.Thirdly.

WewillbemovingtoLondon.Justachangeof

sanity.Wherewewillgettobuildourlivestogether

andbehappytogether.Newbeginningstypeofthing.

Iknowshewouldwanttoliveheresincethisplace

willremindheraboutthatman.Sowhynotthe



changeofplaces.Shewillneedanewenvironmental

place.Wherewewillgettoloveeachotherfully.

Yeahthat'sitfornow.Idonotcareaboutherfather

andhissinkingcompany.Hecanjumpofthe

highestciftforallIcare.Iwasjustfoolinghim when

IsaidIwillhelphim withhisbusiness.Andhe

believedmejustlikethat.Tothepointwherehe

evensoldherowndaughter?Thatoldmanisreally

greedy.Iwillteachhim alessontostoptrusting

easily.Secondpersonwhoneedstobedealtwithis

thatboyfriendoffEmihle.Iwillhavetokillhim.I

reallyhaveto.Iwouldsaythirdlymyfather.Butthen

Godseemedtobeinmyfavor.Hetookhim away

beforeIcanevengetmyhandsonhim.Imeanifit

wasn'tforhim.Emihlewouldbenexttomeright

now.Iwouldn'thavetomakepeoplepayandallthat.

Butthen,wecan'ttakebackthehandsoftime.But

someonehastopayforalltheyearsIspentatthe

mentalhospital.Myfamily?Yeahtheywillhaveto

payforwhattheirfather/husbanddidtome.They

neverevenvisitedmeforonceatthehospital.They

willhavetopay.WhileIwasstillmakingaplanfor

them.Iheardaglassbreaking.Itookmygunand



walkedout.Icheckedthecostandtherewasnoone.

Whatarelief.

:putthegundown.

Saidsomeonebehindme.Heplacedagunonmy

head.Iplacedthegunslowlydown.

Me:whatdoyouwant?Isitmoney?Ihaveplentyof

money.Youcantakeitalljustple…

HehitmewithagunonmyheadandIblackedout.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

AftertalkingtoOkuhle.Iwenttomyhouse.Reason

whyI'm helpinghim.Isn'tbecauseIwanttowinhis

heartoversinceI'm datinghissisterorsomething

likethat.No.ImeanIhavealreadyhavehim inmy

cornerplushiswholefamilyonmyside.Sowhy

wouldIdothat?ReasonwhyI'm helpinghim it's

because.Ihavebondedwithhim alotthesepast

fewmonths.Itakehim asmylittlebrothernow.He

reallyalsohelpedusalotwiththehijacking.Sowhy

nothelphim backto.PlusIpromisedLonathatI



wouldnevergethisbrotherhandsdirty.Iknowhow

itiswhenyoukillsomeone.Okuhlewouldn'tbefit

enoughto.Thatshittakesalotofcourage.When

youkill.Youkillwithoutnomercyinyouatall.You

don'tcareaboutanything.Soiwilldothejobmyself.

Plusitisalwayshardtoforgetthepersonwhoyou

killedfirst.Istillrememberminetothisday.Iwas

just19whenIstartedkillingpeople.Howoldam I

today?40.21yearslaterIstilldo.Hewouldneverbe

fitenoughto.Igotinthehouseandliyolathawas

watchingamovie.Ikissedhercheek.Shesmiled.

Liyolatha:Ithoughtyouwerecomingbackwith

OvayosincemysmallestbrotherisintheNICU.

Me:youwillseethem whenAsiisalsoout.

Shesulked.Ilaughed.Sheissoimpatient.She

wantstoseehersiblingsassoonaspossible.I

understandherfrustration.

Liyolatha:whenisthat?

Me:justbepatientprincess.

Welaughed.WespokeaboutafewthingsbeforeI

walkedtomyroom.Tookashowerbeforechanging



toblackclothes.Itookmycampchairandwentto

thewarehouse.

Me:MJ.

Mj:boss?

Me:IwantyoutofindmeaboycalledLISENATHI.

Hislivingwithbipolar.Hewastakentoamental

hospitalforthepast12years.HisEmihleNdoni'sex.

Theyusedtodateinhighschool.12yearsback.

Henodded.Iwaitedatthewarehousesloungefor

him tofindhim.Iwastalkingtomywife.Afterafew

minuteshefinallycamebacktome.Itoldhim to

comebackwithhim toadumpsidenearby.Idrove

thereandtheplacewasclear.IplacedthespearsI

hadonthegroundandsatonmycampchair.Aftera

fewminutestheyfinallycame.Tookhim out.Ispilt

waterontopofhim.Hewokeup.

LISENATHI:whatthefuck?

Me:v'tsekkwedini.Whatthefuckkude.

LISENATHI:whatdoyouwant?Pleasedonotkillme.

Iwillgiveyouanythingyouwant.



Me:Iwantyoutotakethisspearandstartdigginga

humanwhole.Qha.Thenyoucangohome.Toyour

creater.

Henodded.Hestarteddigging.MJgavemeapage

laughing.

Me:wantstogosignathomeaffairswithEmihle.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:doyouunderstandthatthisissomeoneelse's

wife?

LISENATHI:shewasminefirstokay?!Andthat

bastardtookhim awayfrom me.

Us:bastardno'dammit

Wesangbeforelaughing.

Me:didyoudrinkyourpills?

HelookedatmeangryandIindicatedwithmygun

thatheshoulddig.Wecontinuedlaughingathis

plans.Peoplelivingwithbipolararereallymadwhen

theyareoffpills.HegotdoneandMJkilledhim.

Me:nxx.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYSEVEN.

~OKUHLESAUL~

{4MONTHSLATER,JULY}

It'sbeen4monthsnowandIwon'tlieandsaylife

hasbeenjustlife.Lifehasbeentreatingmegreat.

I'm justahappyman.ImeanIhaveeverythingIneed.

Mybusinessisgoingwell.Imakealotofmoney

from boththeinsidejobandthecoverup.Justlast

monthItookmywomanouttoDurban.Onanice

beacation.Lastweekitwasusandourson.Itreally

wasfun.Siphahadfunbutasalwayshewas

naughtyasheis.Butwehavebeenhappy.Wealso

movedintoourhouse.Mom anddadweresad.But

wealwaysvisitthem everyFridayfordinner.Andit's

muchmorebetterhavingtowakeupnexttoher

everydayisablessingitself.Havingtoseeherbymy

sideisthebestthingever.ButIwon'ttakethatfor

granted.I'm planningtoproposetohernextmonth

onherbirthday.Thatwouldbebestbirthdaygiftfor



herever.Andweexpectingachildin4monthstime

from now.Whenthatisalsooutoftheway.Wewill

startplanningourwedding.OohaboutLISENATHI.I

don'tknowwhathappenedtohim.ButheInever

heardfrom him eversincethatday.Imbusise

doesn'twanttotellmewhathappenedtohim.At

firstEmihleusedtoalsoaskmeabouthim butI

wouldalwaysdodgethetopic.Shegaveuptoo.No

onehasbotheredusyet.Sowehavebeenhaving

peaceinourrelationship.Wedofightlikeevery

othercouple.Butfightingiswhatmakesusstronger.

Andwealwaysfixourissues.Wedon'tgotobed

angryateachother.Communicationreallyhelps.

:baby

Thatwasherwakingupnexttome.Ilookedather.

Wekissed.

Me:goodmorning.

Mihle:goodmorning.Youlookeddeepinyour

thoughts.Whatareyouthinkingabout?

Me:us.

Shesmiledandclimbedontopofme.Sherested



comfortably.

Me:babygetupabit

ShedidIrestcomfortablyto.Shelaidontopofme

again.

Me:yesterdayyouwon'tbelievewhathappened?

Sheshrugged.

Me:Nwabisacametotheshisanyamayesterday.

Shelookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.Ilaughed.

Me:shewaswithherfriends.Idon'tknowwherethey

heardthatI'm makingnow.Buttheywentthere.The

shockintheirfaceswhentheysawitwasme.

Mihle:weretheyalsopartofherchanging?

Inodded.

Me:yeah.Thosearehercolleagues.Sameoneswho

introducedhertohernewman.Callingmeallnames.

Allofthem yesterdayweretryingtoflirtwithme.But

mostlyNwabisa.Ididn'tgivethem thelightofday.

Mihle:whydidn'tyoucallme?



Me:sothatyoucanbeatthem upandIlosemychild?

Never.Youcanbewayoutofcontrolsometimes.

Rememberatcourt?

Shelookedatmesmiling.Andweburstoutlaughing.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:yournuts.Iwouldhaveifyouweren'tpregnant.

Butnowyouare.SonoI'm good.Iwilldealwith

them myself.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Me:babywhenareyouguyscomingdown?Idon't

wanttomissthearrivalofthekids!

Oyi:Idon'tgetwhyyouexcitedbecauseLonawon't

becoming!

Me:what!?

Shelaughed.

Oyi:shewon't.Shesayssheisnotreadytobe

introducedasthemotherofImbusise'schildren.

Especiallynowthatsheismarried!



Me:sowewillnevermeetherasImbusisegirlfriend?

Becauseyouknowhowyourbestfriendis!

Oyi:Idon'tthinkherthingwithMandlawilllast.I

meansoonerorlater.Thetruthwillcomeout!

Me:andnothingstayshiddenforever!

Oyi:exactlymypointsthandwaSam!

Menziwaluthandocamedownstairscrawling.Luckily

theyarebabyproof.Idon'twantmysontogethurt.

Hefinallygotdown.Itookhim.Hestartedspeaking

inhistongueandIkeptonsaying'huh?Ewe'.Igave

him hismilkandhestarteddrinkingit.Justthenthe

doorflewopenandmybiologicalmothergotin.

Mom:Shaka.

Me:MA?

Isaidstretchingmyhead.

Mom:soitistrue.Youhaveachild.Umntanaona7

monthsngokuShakaandzangeundixelele?

(achildwhois7monthsnow,Shaka,andyounever

toldmeaboutit?)



Ilookeddown.Idon'tknowwhyInevertoldher

aboutmyson.Iguessthedistancebetweenusis

thereasonwhyInevertoldher.Notjustphysical

distance.Butmeandmymotherdon'ttalklikewe

usednowadays.

Me:besingathethimama.Bendizokuxelelanjani.

AnditshowenaketheabanthwanabakaMandlaover

umna.Firstbornyakho?

(wenolongertalkmom.HowwasIgoingtotellyou.

YouchoseMandla'schildrenoverme.Yourfirst

born?)

Mom:Shaka

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Imbusise:tomorrowwegoingonourfirstphotoshoot.

InoddedcombingAsi'shair.Wellhegotoutof

hospitallastmonth.Yeah.Hespentthefirstmonths

ofhislifeatNICU.Itwashardguystrustme.Idon't

wanttolietoyou.Itwastheworstexperienceofour

lifeever.Beinganxiousallnight.Askingyourself



whetheryourchildwillsurviveornot.Ishewillmake

itout.Everlivehislifelikeotherkidshisage.Atsuch

ayoungage.Healreadyhasdone5surgeries.

Havingtositinthatwaitingroom.Waitingfor

Imbusisetocomeout.Wasanothertypeofpainand

stress.Trustmeithasneverbeeneasy.Notnowing

ifhewillmakeitoutaliveandfinewastheworst

paineverIhadtoexperienceinmylife.Butas

Imbusisepromisedme.Hewasabletosaveourson.

Andhislivinganormallifenow.ThoughIalways

havetokeepaneyeonhim.Makesurehetakeshis

treatment.Thatwaswhatwasstressingmeatfirst.

Hisfirstweekbackhome.IswearInevercriedthe

wayIdidthatweek.Iwouldgetsoconfusedonwhat

Ihavetodowithhim.AnditseemedlikeImbusise

knewthetimesIneededhim themost.Hewould

alwayscallmeandtellmetocalm down.Tellme

howagreatmotherIam.AndIcandoit.Ihavetobe

strongforourson.Andthat'sallIneedtoheartobe

abletobestrongenoughforourson.Hisadjusting

tothenewenvironmentnow.Notforgettinghow

moreheavierheisthenOvayo.Asiit'sthemorethe

Ovayodoes.Iswearhewillrunoutofclothesbefore



Ovayodoes.It'slikehewasn'tweighing1kgjust

monthsback.His5ifnot6kgnow.ButI'm gladheis.

Me:whatshouldIdressthem in?

Imbusise:Ihavealreadyboughtmatchingclothesfor

all4ofus.LookintheplasticbagIbought.Iplaced

Asidownbuthecried.Itookhim.

Me:yourson.Iwilllookattheclotheswhenyouare

gone.

Henodded.

Me:everythingtheyneedisinthebag.Thesmall

bottleshavetheirgripewaterandthebigonesmilk.

Alsointhefoodfreezers.Thereismilkthere.They

haven'teatenporridgeyet.What'sthetimenow?

Imbusise:12.

Me:at2or3.Feedthem theporridge.Youknowhow

it'sdonemoc?

Henodded.

Me:addabitofthemilk.Alsodon'tuseamicrowave

towarm theirbottles.



Imbusise:water?

Inodded.

Me:yeah.That'sit.Ialsoaddedextraclothesthere.

Incasetheywetthemselves.

Henodded.WestoodupandIhelpedhim withthe

things.Wegotoutofthehouse.Weplacedthem in

theirbabyseatsinhiscar.Andclosedthedoor.We

kissedoutside.

Imbusise:Iwillcomebackwiththem lateronkene?

Inodded.Hegavemeapeck.

Imbusise:ndakuThandake.

(Iloveyou)

Igiggled.

Me:that'sthefirsttimeyouactuallysaidit.

Hesmiledandkissedmeagainbeforegettinginthe

car.Hehooteddrivingaway.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYEIGHT

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Igottomyhousewithmyboysmakinganoiseat

thebackliftinguptheirarmsspeakingintheir

language.Theywouldgigglehereandthere.WhichI

foundassuming.Whogigglesoutofthebluefor

nothing?ButIfounditverycutethough.Itwasalso

greatlisteningtothem.Itookthem outintheirbaby

seatswiththeirbag.Iwalkedinthehouseandmy

wholefamilywashere.Menziwaluthandowas

alreadycrawlingaroundtryingtotakethethingsup

high.Theyallsmiledastheysawmegettingin.

Lindilecametohelpmewithonetwin.Thetwins

wentaroundtoeveryone.

Liyolatha:Idon'tevenknowwhoiswhohere.Imean

theylooktwice.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:notforgettingthattheylooklikeImbusise.



Likethereisnodifferencebetweenthem.Theyare

allugly.

Igavehim adeadstareandeveryonelaughedmore.

Lungisiwe:whereistheirmother?

Me:shedidn'twanttocome.

Lethu:Lo…wasn'tshereadytobeintroducedasyour

girlfriendnow?Orshereallydidn'twanttocome?

MybrothersburstoutlaughingandIgavethem a

deadstare.

Me:yesthatbutyouguyswillknowhersoon.Just

notnow.Nowyoucan'tknowher.

Theynodded.

Xhanti:whoiswhoagain?

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:youareholdingAsinow.Theonethathadto

stayinNICUforthreemonths.Letmejustsay.The

heavieroneisAsi.AndthebitlighteroneisOvayo.

Yeah.Idon'tknowhowyougoingtocomparethe2

butyeahguys.Ialsodon'tknowwhoiswho



sometimes.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Zukhanye:Iwouldalsogetlostsometimes.Butlook.

Onehashersmallnoseandtheotheryourbignose.

Welaughedmore.

Me:Asiismoreofamama'sboy.Sohistheonewith

smallnose.ThenOvayodaddy'sboyhasthebig

noseIguess.

Isulkedandtheylaughed.

Liyolatha:sothesekidsalreadyhavetheirfavorites?

Inoddedandwelaughed.

Lungiswa:theirmothersurelyfeedsthem alot.Look

athowbigcheeksare.

ShesaidplayingwithOvayo'scheekemthekethisa

andOvayogiggled.

Me:tellmewhenit'stwo.Theyhaven'teaten

porridgetoday.

Theynodded.Wecontinueddiscussingthechildren

andall.Asistartedcrying.



Me:msapha.UyaThandugezaxaEkozela.

(givehim tome.Helovescryingwhenhissleepy)

Lethugavehim tome.Iwarmedhisbottlewith

warm waterthatwasintheflusk.Itgotwarm andI

startedfeedinghim.Hedidn'twantthebottleatfirst

butheendedsuckingit.Ifedhim tillheslept.Imade

him burpwhilehewasstillsleepingandhedid.I

lookedupandeveryonewasstaringatmesmiling.

Them:fatherhoodlooksgoodonyou.

Welaughed.Itookhisblanketandthebabymonitor

totheroom downstairs.Itooktheflatpillowand

madehim laydown.He

~MALIBONGWENDONI~

LISENATHIwentAWOLonme.Mybusinesssinked.I

ownedthebankalotofmoneyfrom theloansItook.

Totryandgetonmyfeetagain.Butthatmoney

wentfornothing.Theyendeduptakingmythings.

Allmycarsandthehouse.Ihadtomoveinwithmy

sisterwhowaslivinginthefamilyhouse.Iendedup



regrettingmyselftothisdayforallthedecisionsI

took.Firstlysellingmydaughter.Knowingprettywell

thatLISENATHIwasthesameguywhomadehergo

throughthemost.Andheevenkidnappedher.Isold

hertothesamemanwhohurtheroutofgreed.

Secondly.Ilostmyoneandonlydaughter.Ilivedfor

heranddideverythingforher.Shewasmy

happiness.AndIlostheroutofgreedto.How

brokenmyheartis.Thirdly.IlostitalllikeIneverhad

anything.BecauseItrustthatboy.Mysoulwillnever

beatpeace.Loom whereIam now.Myheartis

brokenandIcandototallynothingaboutit.Ihaven't

evenreachedouttomydaughter.Iwanttoreachout.

ButI'm justscaredfortheworst.Whatifshewants

nothingtodowithme?Surelyshedoesn't.ButIhave

toreachouttoher.Beforeit'stolate.Ihopeshewill

forgivemeforthemistakesIdid.Ireallyhopeso.I

can'taffordtoloseherthesamewayIlosther

mother.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

FIFTYNINE.

~OKUHLESAUL~

{2yearslater}

Me:babyI'm tiredofbeggingforsomethingIdon't

knowofumna.Youhavebeenangryeverysincelast

week.Whenyoucamebackfrom thedaughter.

ThewifeIhavejustclickedhertongueandwalked

outoftheroom.Whatthefuck?Cansomeone

pleasetellmewhat'sgoingonwithmywife?

BecausedamnI'm freakingout.Idonotremember

doinganythingtoher.EverydaysincelastweekI

havebeenthinkingsohardonwhatIcouldhave

donetoher.Butnothingispoppingup.Ican'tseem

tocomeupwithanything.Idon'tremember

wrongingherinanyway.Ireallydon't.ButEmihle

doesn'ttellmeanything.Welleverythingwasrosey

betweenus.Tilllastweekofcoursewhenshecame

backfrom thedoctor.Makingmewonderwhat

happenedthere.Butlastyear.Wegotmarriedand



mywomanwassohappythatday.ImeanI

managedtomakeherdream weddingcometrue.

Shegoteverythingshewanted.Andshewasso

happythatday.Imustsayitwasoneofthebestday

ofmylifeever.Everythingwentwellthatday.We

alsowenttoourhoneymoon.Anditwasthebest

sham.Thejoyinmywoman'seyeswaswhatmade

methehappymanIam today.Butwebothhave

beenfinesofar.Happy.Shealsogavebirthtoour

daughter2yearsback.Daddy'slittleprincess.Sowe

sittingon2childrensofar.Shedoesn'twantanyfor

now.Yeahthathasbeenitfrom ourside.Ohhher

fathercametoapologizetoher.Forsellinghertoa

bipolar.Andhewashalfthemanhewasonthefirst

dayImethim atthemall.That'swhenIsawstress

canmakeapersonlosethemselves.Butit'slifeI

guess.ButEmihleforgavehim.Iwon'tsaytheir

relationshipisfine.Buttheyaregettingthere.They

dotalkbut…yeah.YougetwhatI'm tryingtosay.He

alsoapologizedtomeforthewayhespoketomeat

theMalltheotherday.ButIjustletthingsbe.Just

formywoman.Ididn'thavemuchtosay.ButIstill

havetorespecthim sinceheismyfatherinlaw.You



know.Butthat'sitfamilywise.Ohhmyparents.They

arestillhealthyandalive.Happyto.Imeantheseare

theirgoldenyears.Notmywordstheirs.Yeahalso

mysistersarehappy.Businesswise.Stilldoing

good.Makingmoneylikethereisnotomorrow.Soon

Iwillberenovatingmyhouse.Stillwaitingforthe

planningtogetdone.ThenIwillshowittomywife.

Shealsomakesalotofmoneyathersurgery.Sowe

justhavebeenblessedalotnowadays.AllIneed

nowistomakeherpregnantagain.Sothatwecan

extendoursmallfamily.ThenIwillbefine.I'm justa

happyman.That'sbeenitsofar.

Me:Sipha.

Hecametome.

Me:Kabuzemamakhontoningxakiyakhe?

(askyourmotherwhatisherproblem?)

Sipha:aahnotagain

Ilaughedathim.Hewenttohismother.

Sipha:mommybuzudaddyntongxakiyakho?

(mommy,daddyisaskingwhatisyourproblem?)



Emihle:mbuzeuyaziendenzentoniyena?

(askhim whatdoesheknowhedidtome?)

That'swhatwedotocommunicateandSiphagets

soannoyedbyus.Shedoesstilldowhatsheusually

does.Exceptfortalkingtome.Wealsodohavesex.

Butwhensheishorny.Basicallyndiphethwengu

mamalaphaguys.

Sipha:buzayenamenzento?

(sheisaskingwhatdidyoudotoher?)

Me:nix

(nothing)

Sipha:nix

(nothing)

Liyabona:dada

Ilookedatherbesidesmeandshejustgiggled.This

twoyearold.Wellsheisturningtwo.SoImightas

wellsaytwoyearold.Shecametositontopofme

andsmiledwithherteethplayingwithmybeard.I

poutedandshegavemeapeckslappingme.



Me:ouch

Shegiggledagain.

Emihle:mbuzeundimithiselantoni?

(askhim whydidhemakemepregnant?)

Ilookedatherfastandshewasdeadserious

lookingatherfiles.

Me:yourpregnant?

Iaskedexcitedly.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Ihangedalltheclothesinthelinerbeforegoingto

thelaundryroom.IgottherebutImbusisewasalone

sittingonthewashingsideofthewashingmachine.

Andthekidsweren'there.

Me:wherearethekids.

Heshruggedfocusedonhisphone.Wellhecomes

hereeveryweekendofthemonth.Wherehewill

staythewholeweekwithmeandthekidsbefore

goingtoPortElizabethagain.That'showithasbeen.



Wehavealsobeenplayingitsafe.Mandlahasn't

suspectathingyet.Idon'tknowishisblindtoor

what.BecauseAsiandOvayolooklikelikeImbusise

now.Itain'tajokeanymore.Idon'twanttolie.But

lifehasbeengoodmyboysarehealthy.Butnaughty

too.EspeciallyDaddy'sboyanddaddywouldalways

takehisside.AndIwouldsidewithmyboyalways.

Lifehasbeenblissful.AlsoAsihasn'thadany

difficultiesyet.Hisstillfineeatinghismedicinehere

andthere.Becausemommyforgets.ButsinceIhad

togotowork.Daddyorganizedanannyforthem.

ThankGodhehiredsomeonetrusted.Ihaven'theard

mychildrencomplainingabouther.Lifehasreally

beengood.Thereisnothingmuchtocomplainabout.

Me:aamarn

Itookhisphone.Helookedatmesmiling.

Me:wherearethekids?

Iheardtheirgigglesinthedryingside.Ilooked

insideandtheywerecoveredinflour.Ilookedat

Imbusiseandhelifteduphishandslikehis

surrending.



Me:Imbusise!!

Theykidsgiggledclappingtheirhands.

Them:daddy.Thwashim mommy.

(itwas…)

Imbusise:aababyIswear.Ihavebeensittinghere

thewholetimeumna.

Ilookedathim squintingandhefrownedlookingat

me.Hetitledhishead.

Imbusise:didyouseehowcuteyouare?

Heaskedshrugging.Istrangledhim andthekids

wereclappingtheirhandslaughinglookingatus.

_____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Me:Menzimakeitfast.Mommyisgoingtoburstin

car!!

Hegiggledcomingdownstairscrawling.Ipickedhim

upandrantothecarwithhim afterlocking.Shewas

inthedriver'sseat.SoIwanttothepassengers.I

gaveherapeck.

Oyi:wewillstartatthemalljusttobuyafew

groceries.Ihavethelist.

Inodded.

Me:Ithoughtthiswasgoingtobeasmallintimate

ceremonyforthefamily.Whyaretherealotofthings

here?

Iaskedlookingatthelist.Sheshrugged.

Oyi:youcanneverknowwhattoexpectfrom your

mother.



Me:ain'tyouexcitedthatyoutakingoffamadakhi?

Shegavemeadeadstareandwelaughed.Iknow

howmuchsheloveswearingthem.

Me:butbabythesethingsarehot.Ishouldhave

spokentoo'Auntfrom thatdaythatnowifeofmine

willwearthese.

Oyi:noIwouldn'tmindwearingthem formuchlonger.

Me:noOyi.

Oyi:thenameisAmile.NotOyi.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Iforgetthatnamesometimesmylove.

Sheshookherheadsmiling.Welllifehasalsobeen

goodonmyside.WellmeandOYIMBANGI…Imean

Amile.PermanentlymovedhereinPE.Wenever

wentbacktoDurban.AndIdon'twanttolie.Nor

beataroundthebush.Movingherewasthethebest

choicewetook.Thingshavebeenawesomeonboth

oursides.Gotthisopportunitytobeclosewithour

families.Whichwasgreat.Butmymotherwasupset

thatImovedthisside.Butsheletmebesinceshe



knewarguingwithmewaspointless.Wemanaged

tomendourrelationship.Andhavethemotherand

sonrelationshipweusedtohave.AndImustsayI'm

happythough.ImeanImissedmymom.ButInever

realizedit.Idovisither.Onceinawhile.WhenIgeta

chanceto.ImeanI'm abusyman.Ihaveabusiness

totakecareofandmyfamily.ImeanI'm workingfor

myfamily.Oyidoesn'twork.Whichmakesmehappy.

Butdon'ttellherIsaidthat.Ihavealwayswanteda

housewifeumna.Imagineothermenlookingatmy

property.Soshehasbeenastayathomemom.

Thoughattimesshehelpsmewithmybusiness.

MoreofmyPA.Ishouldmakeherone.Becauseshe

knowsexactlyhowtotakecareofthings.Ilove

workingwithherto.NowIgetwhyLonawassad

whensheheardsheresigned.Thatwomanisgood

atwhatshedoes.Solet'sjustsay.Herjobisbeing

myPA.PlusIpayherforthejob.Wealsogot

married6monthsback.BothTraditionalandwhite

wedding.Wehaven'tgonetoourhoneymoonyet.

Sincesheiswearingamadakhi.Butsheistaking

them offnow.Iwilltakehertoherdream

honeymoon.Justtomakemywomanhappy.



Amile:youbettergetusetoit.

Me:AmileStokwe.

Sheblushedlookingatme.Welaughed.Iknowhow

muchshelovesitwhenIcallherlikethat.

Amile:mhh?

Me:Iwasthinkingsince.Wedidn'tgetachanceto

celebrateourrelationship.Maybewecangoona

honeymoonnextweek.Ihavealreadyarranged

everything.

Amile:whyareyouaskingmethen?Imean

everythingisalreadyset.Solet'sgo.

Welaughed.Wefinallygottothemall.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Mandla:babydidyoufeelhowhighAsi'stemperature

is?

Inodded.

Me:Igavehim calpolthinkingitwillhelphim butit

isn't.



Mandla:Ithinkweshouldtakehim tothedoctor.I

don'twantanythingtohappentoourson.Especially

knowingthathehassobehighlytakencareof.

Inodded.

Me:butcanwepleasewaitfortomorrowandsee

whatwillhappen.Idon'twantustojumpto

conclusions.Ifheisn'tfeelingwellstill.Thenwewill

Henodded.Wekissedbeforesleeping.Iwouldwake

uphereandtherejusttocheckyoonthem

especiallyAsi.Buthistemperaturewasstillhigh.In

themorninghewouldbetheonewakingmeupbut

hedidn'ttoday.Whichmademeworried.Iworemy

gownandwenttotheirroom.Ovayowassleeping.

Thisonewouldwakeupmuchmorelater.SoI

wasn'tthatworriedhim.Iwalkedoverasiandshook

him buthewasmoving.Hiswholebodywas.

Me:asi

Isaidslappinghim slightly.Mymindwasalready

thinkingabouttheworse.Ishookhim butstillno

movement.

Me:Mandla!!mandla!!



Isaidcryingloudly.Hecameinrunning.

Me:hedoesn'twanttowakeUpMandla!

Hejustpickedhim upandranout.Iranafterhim

andluckilytheirnannygotin.Shegottheredflags

andstartedcryingto.MeandMandladrovefastto

thehospital.Ijustkeptonprayingthatgobkeepsmy

son.Iwashugginghim.Sotightlyatthebackseat.

WegotgothehospitalandIrushedinwithhim.The

nursesputhim onoxygen.TheydidtheCPR.When

theygotaheartbeattheyrushedwithhim totheER.

Ican'tbelieveIlostmyson.Iwasjustamesscrying.

Mandlahuggedme.Wewenttothewaitingarea

afterfillinginsomeforms.Iwaitedthereforhours

andIwasgettingimpatient.Mandlacamebackwith

achangeofclothes.Ichangedatthetoilets.Iwasa

messnje.Myeyeswerebloodshootred.

Mandla:Iinformedthefamilyandyourparentsare

comingthisside.

Inoddedpacingaround.Afterafewminutes.The

doctorcameout.

Doctor:Asithamsanqele'sparents.



Wenodded.Shesighed.

Doctor:wemanagedtosavehim.It'shisweakheart

again.Butwemanagedtosavehim.Allheneeds

nowisbloodsincehelostalotofblood.

IfeltmyoxygenleavingmybodyandIfainted.

_____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-ONE.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL-NDLOVU~

Iwokeup.Whensomeonesprinkledwateronme.

Doctor:goodyouarefine.Iwasabouttoadmityou.

Shemademedrinkwater.

Me:doctortellmehewillbealright.

Doctor:yeshewillbe.Aslongaswegettheblood.

MeandMandla:iwilldonatedoctor.

Shenodded.Wefollowedhertoheroffice.We

testedfirst.

Doctor:youarebothnotmatches.

Us:what?

Shenoddedsadly.

Us:howcomedoctor.I'm hermother/father

Doctor:yournothisbloodtype.Ain'tthereanyfamily



members?Whoarewillingtodonate?

Me:myparentsareontheirwaydoctor.Wewillwait

forthem.

Shenodded.Wewaitedforanhourbeforemy

parentsarrived.Theytestedtoo.

Doctor:I'm afraidyouguysarealsonotmatches.

Ijustletoutapainfulsob.Mymom comfortme

cryingto.

Mandla:youhavetodosomethingdoctor.Ican'tlose

myson.

Doctor:Iwillgotothelabandlookforhisbloodtype.

Inthemeantime.Callsomeonewhoyouknow.Will

begreathelptous.

Dad:Lona

Hesaidlookingatme.Ishrugged.Theybothlooked

atmeandspokewiththeireyes.Myworst

nightmarehadjustarrived.Didithavetobethisway.

Itookmyphone.



~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iwasabouttoslaughterthegoatwhensomeone

keptoncallingme.Iheldthelegoffitandlookedat

thecallerafterwipingmyhandsonmyoverall.It

wasmywoman.Ifitwassomeoneelse.Iwasn't

goingtoanswer.

Me:Mamie?

Mamie:heneedsyou?

Me:who?

Myheartstartedbeatingfast.

Mamie:Asi.Hewasadmittedtoday.Andheneeds

blood.

Idisconnectedanddroppedeverythingbefore

runningouttomycar.Everyonewaslookingatme

surprised.Idon'tcareaboutthem.AslongasIgetto

mysonfast.Itoldthehelicoptermantogetready.I

gottowherehewaswaiting.Accordingtotheco-

ordinatorhesentme.Itooktheimportant

documentsinmycar.Andwenttothehelicopter.It's

theperfecttimetoservethem.IgottoDurbaninan



hourandIwenttothehospital.IsaidtoLonashe

shouldcomeout.ShewasazombieandIcouldsee

thepaininhereyes.ButIalsohadtodothis.Ihave

haditto.

Lona:whydidyoucallmehere?Whydidn'tyoucome

in?Youneedtogettested.Asithamsanqeleneeds

you.

Ihuggedandkissedherforehead.

Me:I'm hereforourson.Iwillalwaysbethereforhim.

ButIhavearequest.

Lona:requestsattimesliketheseImbusise?Comein.

Igaveherthedivorcepapers.Shetookthem.She

readthetitle.

Lona:whoisdivorcingwhohere?

Shereadtherestofthepaper.

Lona:noway.I'm notdivorcingMandla.WhendidI

askyoutodothese.Idon'trememberaskingyou.

Ina,here.

(here…)



Sheplacedthem onmychest.

Me:Iknow.Imaysoundabitselfish.Orletmerather

sayselfish.ButthisistheonlywayIcangetyouto

beminefully.Signthedivorce.OrIwon'tdonate

bloodforourson.IknowyouwillsayImightnot

evenbehisblood-type.ButIhavebeendonating

bloodforAsi.Forallhispastsurgerieswhenhe

neededsome.Soifyouwanttosaveourson.

DivorceMandlaandmarryme.I'm notchangingmy

mind.

Shelookedatmeindisbeliefwithtearsstreaming

downherfaceandhermouthwideopen.Sheheld

herchestandbalancedherselfwiththewallclosing

hereyes.Iwasdeadserious.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-TWO

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Imbusisejustranoutandwealllookedateachother.

Anethemba:andthen?

Me:lefunuyaziNam bakwenzekantoni.Kam fonele

beneworryngokuephumaapha.

-that'swhatiwouldalsoliketofindout.What's

happening.Callhim.Itlookedlikehewasworried

whenhegotoutofhere.

Hetriedcallinghim.

Anethemba:noanswer.

Weshookourheads.Wecontinuedwiththe

ceremony.

Amile:whereisImbusise?Lonadidn'tcometo.She

wassupposetobehereinthemorning.

Ishrugged.



Me:andImbusisegotoutofhereworriedinthe

morning.

Welookedateachother.

Lindile:doyouthinkithassomethingtodowiththe

kids.

Weallshruggeddeepinourthoughts.Amilemadea

call.

Amile:Okuhle,hey

…

Amile:Iwon'ttakeyourtime.Iwaswonderingwhere

isLona.Sheisn'tansweringmycallsoranything?

…

Amile:what?!

…

Amile:okaythankyou.Iwillmeetyouthere

tomorrowmorning.

Shedisconnected.Welookedatherandshrugged.

Amile:Asiwasadmittedagainthismorning.It'shis



heartagain.

Us:what?!

Shenodded.Wewereallworriedkengoku.

Lungisiwe:callImbusise.Andcheckhowheisright

now.

Icalledhim buthestillwasn'tanswering.

Lindile:IthinkIshouldgodownthere.Tocheckhow

thingsare.

Anethemba:comebackwiththefeedback.

Henoddedwalkingouttomakingacall.Wefellinto

comfortablesilencethinkingaboutAsi.Ihopehe

survives.Thatchildhasalreadybeenthroughalot.

Hedoesn'tneedthisnow.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-FOUR

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Thenursescamewiththestretcherandtheytook

him away.

Myparents:Lona.

Me:Ididnothaveachoice.Itwaseitherhim ormy

child.Iwasdoingthisforu'Asi.WeallknowthatI

can'tlivewithouthim.Iwouldn'thaveforgotten

myselfifhewoulddie.

Mom:xoloklkbhabha

(sorrymychild)

Theycomfortme.Thedoctorcamesmiling.

Doctor:wefoundadonorforhim andheisfinenow.

Me:canIseehim doctor?

Henoddedsmiling.Hetookustothechildren'sside.

Iliftedmychildupcarefully.Igavehim ahug.Itwas



meanttobeatighthug.ButIdidn'twanttocause

him anypain.Ilovemysonsomuch.Ican'tbelieve

healreadyhastogothroughalotatthisyoungage

even.Imeanmysonisjust2yearsoldandhe

alreadyhastogothroughthis.Ithurtsmealotasa

mother.WishingeverydayandnightthatIcould

takeawayallhispain.Butwhatcanwedo?His

alreadybornlikethis.Ijusthopethatatleasthewill

againcatchabreakfrom allthispain.Butstillthere

isnothingIcandoaboutit.Ireallyhatethathehas

togothroughallofthis.Ihopehewillsurviveallthe

changeshewillcomesacrosswith.Likethestrong

boyhehasalwaysbeen.Butmommywillalwaysbe

thereforhim.Mommywillalwaysprotecthim from

everythinglikesheshouldbedoing.Iwillmakesure

ofthat.Iwon'tbetheonetoburrymykidsumna.It

shouldandshouldalwaysbetheotherwayaround.I

placedhim downafterkissinghim alloverhisface.

Onanormalday.Hewouldlaughinghislittlelungs

outthrowinghisheadbacksaying'topmommytop.

Hecan'tsaystop.Somuchfora2yearold.ButI

lovehim thewayheis.Andhisbigbrotherwould

alwayscometoanddemandforkissesalloverhis



faces.Buthewouldalwaysstopmeandsay'you

don'tkissboysmommy'.Imbusiseisslowlybut

surelycorruptingmychild.Whatdoesheknow

aboutboysnotbeingkissed?Buttheyarealways

naughtywhentheyaretogether.Ialwayshaveto

takepainkillersattheendoftheday.Ialreadymiss

hissmilewithhissmallteeth.Ijustwantmychildto

healsothatIcanhavealloffthoseagain.Ifinally

placedhim down.

Me:Iloveyou.

Isaidbrushinghisfacewefinallywalkedout.We

decidedtogohome.Tomyhouse.Ovayowascrying.

Icouldhearhiscriesfrom outside.Iquicklywentin

andtheirnannywastryingherbesttocalm him

down.Itookhim andhekeptquiet.Iwipedhistears.

Heevenhadhicupps.

Nanny:hehasbeencryingthewholedaysana.

Mom:mhh.Heprobablyfeelshisbrotherspain.I

meanthesearetwins.Sotheywereboundto.

Weagreedwithmom.Ifedhim isporridgeandI

madehim drinkcalpol.SinceIwantedhim tosleep.



Andwhenhewas.Iwenttogopackourluggage.

Everythingthatsaysme.ProbablyMandlawillwant

nothingtodowithme.I'm stillsayingprobably?Well

ofcoursehewouldn't.SoIgotdonepacking

everythingthatsaysmeandmykids.Weleaving

withmyparentsassoonasAsiwakesup.Ithinkit's

bestifImovebacktoPortElizabeth.

…

…

{Fewdaylater}

Me:Mandla

Isaidbrushinghisface.

Me:youhavebeennothingbutbeengoodtome.You

treatedmeThesamewayaqueenshouldbetreated.

Idon'trememberadaywheremeandyouhadabig

misunderstanding.Youdideverythingforme.

Everything.AndIstilltreatedyouthewayIdid.Ijust

wantedtotellyouthatI'm sorry.Thingswerenever

meanttoturnoutthisway.Thisneverdid.IfInever

lethim seduceme.Wewouldn'tbeherenow.Sorry

thatIliedtoyou.Ireallyam sorry.Trustmeitwas



nevermyintentionstohurtyoulikethis.Things

weren'tsupposetoturnoutthisway.Butstillthat

won'tjustifymymistakes.IwantyoutoknowthatI

reallyam sorryMandla.Pleasefinditinyourheartto

forgiveme.Sorryformakingyouafool.Ireallyam.If

Iwouldtakebackthehandsoftime.Trustmewe

wouldn'tbeinthissituationnow.Ireallyam sorry.

ButIcameheretotellyouthatIam leavingnow.

Youwillnevergettoseemeeveragain.Ireallyam

sorryandIwantyoutoknowthatIloveyou.AndI

willalwaysloveyou.

Ikissedhismouthbeforewalkingout.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-FIVE.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IknowwhatIdidtherewasuncalledfor.But

sometimesyouhavetobeselfishinordertoget

whatyouwant.IdidwhatIdidoutoflove.Itwasthe

sameasifshewasusingme.JustbecauseIgave

hereverythingshewantedwithoutadoubt.Butas

humanswealsogettiredofbeingusedwhenever

peoplefinditbeneficialtouseyou.Ijustam.Andit

wastheperfecttimingtometoservethem forthem.

Imeanthetruthwasgoingtocomeoutsooneror

later.IwajustsavingMandlafrom thebitternessof

themedicine.Betterhefindsoutthetruthnow.That

itisstilltosoon.Imeanthesethingswouldhave

alsoaffectedmykids.Theyareconfusedastonow.

Imeanimaginehavingtoknow2Father's.Whichis

sowrong.Thechildrenwillgrowupconfused.Itwas

boundtimethetruthcameout.Imagineme.Awhole

fucken43yearoldsnoopingaroundwifesomeone's



wifewhileIshouldbemarriedwithkidsalready.

WhichwaswhatIwanted.ButIknowitwon'tbe

easytogetMamietobemineagain.Iknowitwon't.

ButthepointisthatwhenIgethernow.Iwillgether

fullywithourkids.Iwillfinallybeabletointroduce

hertomyfamily.Asmywomanandbabymama.

Andnotforgettingtointroducemychildrentotheir

trueancestors.Paydamagestomamie'sfamily.For

thetwins.Ijustwanttodotherightthingsnow.

Thenlateronwithher.Andhave3moresons.Iwant

5kidsguys.AndIwillgetthem.Byfirebyforce…

someoneshookmeasIwasstilldeepinmy

thoughts.Itwasmybrother.Iwonderwhendidhe

gethere.Webrohugged.

Lindile:howishe?Ihopenothingbadhappenedto

him?

Ishookmyheadsmiling.

Me:youknowhowastrongboyAsithamsanqeleis.

Sohisfine.

Lindile:youseem far.Ithoughtyouwouldbehappy

thatyoursonhasbeensaved.WhereisLona?



Shouldn'tshebyyoursidenow?

Me:Iam happythatmysonisokaynow.

Lindile:thatwhatiswrongthen.

Itoldthewhathappened

Lindile:Imbusise

Me:I'm justsecuringthebaghere.

Heshookhishead.

Lindile:Ikindagetyourpointofview.Butwhat'sthe

wayforwardnow?

Me:nowthatIhavemywomanandchildrenallto

myself.Iwillbefine.IwillthinkifwhatIwilldoas

timegoesby.

Lindile:butdonotpressurizehernow.Sheisstill

angryatyouforwhatyoudidbackthere.Andsheis

stillhealingfrom thisdivorce.

Me:Iwasalsothinkingofustakingabreak.For3

months.That'sthelongestIcangivehertohealfully.

Afterthosethreemonths.I'm gettingthem backto

bemineagain.



Henodded

Lindile:that'sgood.Butyoudoknow.Mandlawill

attackanyminutefrom now.Youjustcostuswar

dude.

Me:Iknow.WhichiswhyIwillmakesurethatnone

ofyougetsaffectedinanyway.

Henodded.

Lindile:butwewillalwaysbetheretohelpyouno

matterwhat.

Ismiled.

Us:brothersforlife.

Wedidourhandshake.Funnyhowwestilldoingthis

handshakefrom.Whenweweresmall.Tilltoday.

Reallyis.

~MANDLANDLOVU~

Iwokeupaftersheleftandtearsjuststreamed

downmyface.It'sfunnyhoweverythingstartsto

makesensenow.ThenumeroustimesIcaught



them.Together.Howmuchthekidslooklikehim.I

can'tthatIwassuchafool.Ihaveneverbeenplayen

byawoman.ThewayMampingadid.Ilovedher.Did

everythingforher.ThingsIneverdidformyother

wives.Butshestilltreatedmethisway.Sheletme

raiseandlovethekidsknowingprettywellthatthey

ain'tmine.Inevergotplayedbyagirllikethis.I'm so

hurtrightnow.IlovedLonamorethanwordsitself.

Butwhatcanwedonow?Iwilljusthavetositback

withmybrokenhurt.ButthatImbusiseboyhasto

pay.Iknowhediditdeliberately.Thisiswhathe

wantedtosee.ButIwon'tlethim seemeatmy

worse.Hewillpay.Maybenottodayortomorrowbut

somedayhewill.Nobodymesseswithme.Iwould

avengemyselfonLonato.ButIloveherwaytoo

muchtohurther.Ijustcan't.Ireallycan't.Nomatter

howmuchIwanttohurther.ButIcan't.

:Sikutshelilebaba.Kadesikuxwayisangaleyo

ntombazane.Bhekalaphookhonamanje

(Wetoldyou.Wehavebeenwarningyouaboutthat

girl.Lookwhereyouarenow)

Saidmywivesgettingin.Nottheperfecttimingfor



theirlectures.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-SIX.

~SESONASAUL~

{3monthslater}

Lona:wehavetogonow.

Me:what?YourLeavingmeallaloneLona.Seriously?

FirstitwasMihlenowyoutoo?

Lona:SESONAIdon'tgetwhyyoudon'twanttogo

home.

Me:no.IhaveafeelingthatIwillmeetmysoulmate

today.

Sheburstoutlaughing.Shewasevenintears.

Lona:Iwouldliketositandgettoseethissoulmate

yourtalkingabout.Butmykidsmustberestless.

Wonderingwheremommyis.Butyayfeelikaka.

(youfeelshit)

IgaveheradeadstarethatIendeduplaughingwith



her.It'sagoodthingthatsheisback.NowIgetto

havemoreoffthesetimeswithmysister.Andsister

inlawoffcourse.It'snolongeronceinawhilebut.

Everytimewemissandfeellikeseeingeachother

now.Hermoving,herebackhomewasthebest

decisionshehasevertook.Butwehuggedanyway

beforeshewalkedout.Isatthereandgotbusywith

myphone.Drinkingmywine.Someoneclearedtheir

throatontopofme.Ilookeduponlytobemetbya

whiteguy.Andguesswhat.Hewasinshortsanda

vest.Thetemperaturewascoldguys.Eyywhiteguys

Mara.Can'ttheyfeelthatitiscold?Hewasevenin

flops.

Him:Iknowwhatyouthinkaboutwhiteguysand

wearingcoldwhenit'sraining.

Me:wasIthinkingoutloud.

Him:yes.

Welaughed.HereachedoutforahandshakewhichI

took.

Him:StephenVanWyk.

Me:SESONASAUL.



Stephen:mindifIjoinyou?

Me:notatall.

Hesatdown.

Stephen:Iwassittingthatsidewithmybrothers.But

theyleftandIsawyoursistersleavingto.SoI

thoughtwhynotjoinyou.

Welaughed.

Me:socaretotellmewhyyouwearshortswhenit's

cold?

Stephen:that'stheonlytimewegettowearthem in

peace.Youknowthesun.Andturningusintored

tomatoes.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Iwouldgetconfusedsometimes.Askingmyself

ifit'sthetemperatureoranger.

Welaughed.

Stephen:that'sthestoryofmylife.ButyeahIgot

usedtoastimewentby.Surelyyouwillto.

Me:getusedtowhat?



Stephen:knowingthedifferencebetweenwheni'm

angryandwhenIain't.

Me:whyshouldi?

Isaidlookingathim straightathisblueeyes.Which

makeshim looksohandsome.

Stephen:I'm justsaying.Ain'twebuildinga

friendshiphere.

Me:ididn'tthatwewere.Imeanyoudidn'ttellme.

Rulenumberone.CommunicationStephen.

Stephen:Ididn'tknowweweremakingrules.Why

wasn'tIalerted?

Ilookedathim andwelaughed

Stephen:butyeah.Igotthefirstrule.Thesecondone?

Me:wewillmakeitupastimegoesby.

Henodded.

Stephen:Iwascravingforsomeseafood.SocanI

takeyououtonadatetoOceanBasket?

Me:definitelynotworkinganywherewithyouwearing

likethat.I'm wearingwarm andyouain't.Whatwill



peoplesay.Youwillhavetochange.

Hetitledhisheadsmilinglookingatme.Inodded.

Stephen:okayfinelet'sgo.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

It'sbeen3monthsnow.Itwasn'teasyatfirstasI

wasdepressed.ButIhealedfrom alloftabtandI'm

finenow.ImanagedtoforgetMandlabutIstillhave

alittlebitoffeelingsforhim.Ihaven'theardnortried

tocantacthim.Weonlyheardfrom eachotherwhen

itwasdivorcerelated.Butweofficiallygotdivorced

andthatwasit.Butontheotherhand.Imbusise

wentAWOLonmewithoutatrace.Hehasn'tseen

hischildreneversince.Ialsomanagedtoforgive

him inthisperiod.Andmyfeelingsarestillpresent

forhim.Theydon'tseem togoawaynomatterhow

muchItry.ButI'm angryathim forgoingAWOLon

me.ImeanhemademedivorceMandlaonlyforhim

todisappear.Ireallyhatehim forthat.ButImoved

intomyownhousethisside.Ihaven'tbeenworking.

Notreadytostartjobhunting.AsIknowit'sain't



easy.Maybeiwilllookforajobagain.Whenthe

twinsarestartingwithschoolnextyear.I'm still

enjoyingbeingastayathomemom.Givesmetime

tobondwithmykidsalot.Buteverythinghasbeen

goodsofar.Iwon'tsaygreat.AsIwaswatchingTV

withthem therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:Iwillbeback

Theynodded.IWenttoopenthedooronlytobe

metbyhim.Itriedclosingthedoorbutheplacedhis

foot.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-SEVEN

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Wellforthepast3months.IdidgoAWOLonLona.

Onpurpose.Trustme.It'sbeenhard.Havingto

wakeupeverydaywithoutyourwomanbyyourside

whenyouknowprettywellthatyouhaveawoman.

Andkids.HowIlongedtogetuptonogoodwithmy

boys.Ireallymissedthem morethananything.Their

smilesthatalwaysbrightensmydaywithyoursmall

giggles.Followedbythosescreamsoutofnowhere.

Ireallydomissmyfamily.HowmeandLonawould

argueaftertheboysdonogood.Therewasthisone

timewherewefoundthem playingwithVaseline

guys.Lonabeattheshitoutofmyboys.Wefought.I

toldherifsheeverbitupmychildreneveragain.I

willbeatherup.Weallknowhowtoughshelikesto

act.Shetoldmeshewillbeatmeupto.After

arguingaboutthat.Westartedfightingthatwho

startedwiththeVaselinething.AsalwaysIhad



Ovayoizikhungo'sside.Andher.Asithamsanqele's

side.Ithinktheseboysloveitwhenmeandtheir

motherargueastheywouldalwaysgiggleandclap

theirhands.Thosemomentsarethemostpriceless

momentsever.Greatingthebestmemoriesofour

lives.Butthemainreasonformestayingawayfrom

them.Allofthistime.Wastogivetheirmothertime

toheal.AndforgivemeforwhatIdid.That'swhyI

chosetostayawayfrom her.Iwantedhertoheal.I

didn'twanthertousemeasarebound.Aswewould

betalkinganotherstorynow.Ihateitwhenpeople

usemeastheirrebounds.Idon'tlikeit.Now?We

willgettostartonanewslate.AtleastIwillbeable

todothethingsIhavealwayswantedtodowithher.

Firstintroducinghertomyfamily.Asmywoman

officially.SecondlyHavingthoseoutings.Asafamily.

Withoutherworryingifthereissomeonewatching.

Lastbutnotleast.Havingtolockherinmyroom

24/7withoutaworry.Wakingupeverydaywithher

bymyside.I'm stillwaitingfortherightmomentto

proposetoher.Orletme.Rathersay.Afterpicking

upfrom whereweleftoffandhavingherfulltrust

overme.That'swhenIwillpropose.Thenmakeher



pregnant.

Me:guyswaithere.Daddywantstogotothetoilet.

Theyshooktheirheadsholdingmyt-shirt.Wellshe

endeduplettingmein.Howhappymyboysare.It's

been10minutesnowandtheydon'twanttogetoff

Me.Iunderstandwheretheyarecomingfrom

though.Imeantheymissedtheirdaddysomuch.I

missedthem too.Ilaughedandtheysmiled.Istood

upwithbothofthem inmyarms.Iwalkedinthefirst

doorIsaw.Welltheirmotherdisappearedtothe

kitchen.Anditwasthebathroom.Iplacedthem

besidesmeforpeeing.Theylookedatme.Theyalso

tookofftheirnappiesandcopiedme.Iburstout

laughingastheyweremakingamess.Iworemy

pantsbuttheycouldn'twiththeirssinceitwas

nappies.

Them:daddylook.

Ishookmyheadandwipedaroundtheseatand

flushed.WewashedourhandsandIwalkedoutwith

them naked.

Lona:Imbusisemarn!Thenibehambaze



abanthwana?

(whyarethesekidsnaked?)

Welookather.Thekidsstartedgigglingasthey

knewweweregoingtoargue.

______

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-EIGHT

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

See?Shealwaysblamesmewhentheydo

something.

Me:haiboMamie?Theyaretheoneswhocopiedme

whileIwaspeeing.

Thetwins:it'sdaddyMamie.

Seeagain?Theyalwaysputtheblameonme.Just

tooseeusarguing.Linalookedatmesquinting.

Me:soyoubelievethem overme.V'tsekiniNina.

(pissoffyou2)

Theygiggled.Lonawalkedaway.

Me:nowhereisyourroom.

Theydraggedmetoittalkingintheirtongue.I

couldn'tpickupawordtheyweresaying.Theywere

talkingfast.WefinallygottoitandImadethem



worethepamperspantssincetheywearthem now.

Wegotdoneandwenttotheloungeagain.Lona

camewithfoodandIfedmysonssincetheydidnot

wantmommyto.Ialsoatemyfood.Ibonded.With

mysonsthewholeday.Lateronafterweatesupper.

Ibathedthem beforegoingtosleepwiththem.

Whentheywereasleep.Ilefttheirroom.Mamie

wasn'tintheloungesoIfiguredthatshemightbein

herroom.IlookedforittillIfoundit.Shewastaking

ashower.SoItookoffmyclothesandgotinbed.I

tookoutmyphoneandgotbusywithit.Shefinally

gotdoneandcametoclimbinbed.Iplacedmy

phoneawayandlookedather.Shewasalsolooking

atme.Isighedandstartedplayingwithherfingers.

That'smyfavoritethingtodowhenI'm apologizing

toherapartfrom theeyecontacts.Whichshe

alwaysstrugglestomaintain.That'sagoodthing

right?Yesitis.Itshowsthattheyloveyou.

Me:MamieI'm sorrythatIwentAWOLonyou.Trust

meifitwasuptome?Iwouldn'thave.Iwantedtobe

byyoursideandourkids.ButIalsodidn'twantto

suffocateyouwithmypresence.AsIwantedyouto



heal.IfiguredthatwhenI'm aroundyou.Itwon'tbe

easyforyouasyoumightneededthetime.Also,I'm

sorryforthewaythingshappenedatthehospital.I

reallyam sorryforbeingselfishforthedecisionI

madeyoutakeandallthat.Butyouhaveto

understandthatIloveyouumnaLONALINAMANDLA.

Ireallydo.AndIwantedyouandoutkidstogrowup

bymyside.Iwastiredofthehideandseekwewere

playing.WhichIstillhopeyouwillunderstandtothis

day.WhereIwascomingfrom.ButsorryforwhatI

did.Ireallyam.AndIloveyou.

Shenoddedsmilingandgavemeapeck.

Lina:Iunderstand.

Wekissedbeforecuddlingtosleep.Iwokeupinthe

middleofthenightandshookher.

Lina:mhh?

Me:celundiphebaby

(canIpleasehavesomebaby)

Lina:into?

(what?)



Shesaidinhersleepyvoice.Itouchedherclit.

Lina:aaImbusiselalamarn.

(noImbusisesleep)

GuysIwasfuckenhorny.Imaginehavingtosleep

withafatassnexttoyou.

Me:babyndakucelandizofakanjeKay1

(babyplease.Iwillputitinjustonce)

Isaidrubbingher.Sheburstoutlaughing.

Lina:njekay1.Mxm.1kuwe?Webothknowthat

that's5rounds.Kalala.Sizobuqanak'sasa.

(justonce?1toyou?…sleep.Wewillhavesexinthe

morning)

Ilookedatherwantingtocryandshejustlaughed

givingmeapeck.Womenareeviltaz.Shecanalso

feelit.HowhornyIam.Ijustwenttotheen-suiteto

takeashowerandshelaughed.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SIXTY-NINE

~SESONASAUL~

Wegottohiscar.

Stephen:youcansendsomeoneyoutrustthe

numberplateofmycar.Andopenyourlocationif

youthinkIwillkidnapyou.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:wowokay.

Stephen:Iknow.Howyougirlsthink.Girlcalm your

tities.

Welaughed.Isentlonathenumberplateandmy

locationactivefor8hours.Heopenedthedoorfor

meandIclimbedin.Ithankedhim andhejoggedto

hisside.Wedrovetohishouseincomfortable

silence.Stealingglancesateachotherhereand

there.Wefinallygotthereandwewalkedin.His

housewasbeautiful.



Me:doyoulivealonehere?

Henodded.

Stephen:canyoufeelhowcolditfeels?

Inodded.

Stephen:wellitneedsyourtouch.

Welaughed.

Me:whymine?

Heshruggedgoingupstairs

Me:hey!I'm stillaskingyou!

Stephen:makeyourselfcomfortable.Youknowwhat

forgetabouttheOceanBasketdate.Let'shavean

indoorone.Iwillcook.

Me:canyoucookbecauseIwon'teatshitumna.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Stephen:doyoudoubtme?

Me:kinda.

Stephen:okay.Iwillproveyouwrong.Willyoubefine

inthosejeansorshouldIbringyouat-shirt?



Me:t-shirtandyourjoggingpants.

Henodded.

Stephen:come.

Iranupthestairsafterhim.Hegavemeat-shirtand

sweatpants.Whichwerekindofbigbutfittedme

perfectlyfine.Healsoworecomfortablybeforewe

walkeddownstairs.Wewenttothekitchen.

Stephen:Ihavegotwineleftwhichmysisterleftover.

Me:whichwine?

Stephen:whitewine.

Me:IdonotlikeitbutsincemythroatisdryIwill

haveit.

Henoddedandgavemeaglassofwine.Hetookout

abeerforhimself.

Stephen:sotellmeaboutyourself.Whatkindof

personyouare?

Me:firstofallIdonotknowwhatkindofpersonIam.

Whichyouwillhavetofindoutyourself.

Welaughedandhenoddedanyway.Hestarted



beingbusy.Ithinkhewasmakinglasagnabecause

hetookoutpastasheets.

Me:butI'm SESONASAUL.31yearold.I'm aDentist.

Stilllivewithmyparents.NotmarriedneitherdoI

havekids.Haveasisterandabrother.Alsoasister

inlawnow.3nephewsand1niece.Alsooneonthey

way.WorstpartI'm theoldestbetweenmeandmy

siblingsbutIdon'thaveanykids.

Welaughed.

Me:yeah.Idon'thavemuchfriendsexceptformy

colleagueswhichIonlyseeatwork.Apartfrom that.

Eversincemysistercameback.Ialwayschillwith

her.Ihavebeenchillingwithmysisterinlaw.Stilldo.

Yousawthem todayright?

Henodded.

Me:Ihaveaverytightbondwithalloffmyfamily

members.Wegetalongprettywell.Wellenough

aboutfamily.WhatIliketodothemost.Itdefinitely

hastobereadinganddrinkingwine.That'swhatI

spendmostofmySundaytimeson.Therestyouwill

knowastimegoesby.



Henoddedsmiling.

Stephen:youalreadyknowmynameandsurname.

ButI'm turning33thisyear.Notmarriedtoneither

doIhavekids.Sadrealityaboutme.ButI'm an

accountant.Alsohaveatightbondwithmyfamily.

Especiallymybrothers.Ihave3brothersand1sister.

Onmysparetime.Ialwayscatchuponcricket.Like

that'smyfavoritesport.AlsoonSundaysIusuallygo

outtoplayit.Justforfun.WatchitonTVtoovera

beer.Therestyouwillknowastimegoesby.

Inodded.Wecontinuedtalkingabouteverythingand

anything.Ineverknewchillingwithawhiteboy

wouldbethisfun.Hewassuchgreatcompany.I

knowImadetheteamslosegirls.ButIsleptwith

him onourfirstday.Andoohboy.Itwasthebest.I

lovedeverysecondofit.Inthemorninghewokeme

upwithbreakfastinbed.Whichwasthefirsttimeof

meevergettingit.Imeanthisisawhite.Ifitwasa

black.Wewouldn'tbeherenow.Butweendedup

agreeingthatarefuckbuddies.Iknowwebothto

oldforthat.Butwealsonotlookingfora

relationshipyet.Sohetookmehome.Andmywhole



familywashere.Igreetedthem smiling.Theylooked

atmeupanddown.

Me:what?

Lona:youreallyfoundamanyesterday?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Dad:besendisithiuzofesingle

(Iwasalreadysayingshewilldiesingle)

Welaughedmore.

Emihle:sheisevenwearinghisclothes.

Me:mxm

Iwalkedawaywiththem teasingme.Itookashower

andworemyclothesbeforegoingtothelounge

again.

Me:wherearethekids?

Iasklona.SinceSiphaandLiyabonaarehere.

Lona:withtheirfather.

Us:youbacktogether?

Shenoddedsmiling.Wealsosmiled.



Lona:talkingabouthim.Tonighthisfinally

introducingmetohisfamily.

Okuhle:don'ttheyknowyou?

Lona:theydo.ButAsAmile'sbestfriend.Not

Imbusise'swoman.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Lona:sonervous.

Us:calm down.

Shenoddedandsighed.

Mom:whoareyoudating.

Me:anotherwhite.

Them:mlungu?!

(awhite?!)

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:yeahhisawhite.GoesbythenameofStephen.

Theychuckledandclappedonce.

Them:ncamisile



(Igiveup)

Ilaughedatthem astheywereshockedindisbelief.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Iwokeupinthemorning.Ididn'tevengetthe

chancetostretchmybodyandandbreatheinfresh

air.AndImbusise'sbodywasontopoffme.

Imbusise:paybackformakingmestarveyesterday.

Me:ImbusiseIhaven'teventakeninnewfreshair

neitherhaveIgottenthechancetostretchmybody

yet.Getoffme.

Heshookhisheadashewasalreadyin.Igasped.

WorsepartIwasn'tevenreadyyet.Butwemade

love.Onthethirdroundthelittlerascalswere

bangingthedoor.

Them:mommy,daddy

Followedbytheirsmallscreams.Imbusiseclosed

hiseyes.Ilaughed.Wequicklyworeourclothes

beforeIopenedthedoorforthem.Theyfallinthe

room sincetheywereleaningagainstthedoor.We



burstoutlaughingandtheygiggledstanding.

Them:mommy!!

Me:sorry.Ididn'tknowyouguyswereleaning

againstthedoor.

Them:daddybeatmommy

Weburstoutlaughing.Daddycameandhuggedme

from theback.Hetookmyhandandhitmeslightly.

Daddy:Ibeatherup.

Theygiggledclappingtheirhands.

Twin1:mommylettakeabathtogether.

Inodded.Guysdonotjudge.Idonotknowwhois

whohere.IknowIam theirmother.Ishouldknow.

Butwhatdoyoudowithkidswhoareduplicates.

Likethereisliterallynodifferencebetweenthem.

Noteventhemostslightestthings.SoIwasbound

tonotknowwhoiswhohere.ButwhatInoticedis

thatAsithamsanqelehasasmallnoselikemine.

AndOvayoizikhungohashisdaddy'snose.That's

howIknowwhoiswhosometimes.ButIalsoget

lostattimes.Sadrealityoffhavingtwinswholook



alike.Notforgettingthattheybetrayedme.ImeanI

caredthem for10months.Onlyforthem toolike

Imbusise.Suchbetrayal.

Me:waitheresolong.Mommywillgoprepareabath

forus.

Theynodded.Iwalkedtotheen-suitewhilethey

weremakingthebed.Imadeabubblebathforus.

Theycameinthebathroom asIwasbrushingmy

teeth.Imbusisewenttothetoilet.Theyfollowedhim

andstoodbesideshim.Imbusisetookout

u'NgcondetheyrippedtheirPamperspantsanddid

thesamethingto.Theystartedpeeingmakinga

mess.Icouldn'thelpbutlaughatthem.Itwasso

funnywatchingthem.Imbusisesurelygavemykids

hismadness.Lookatthem now.Wow.Ialreadysee

hownaughtytheywillbewhentheyareolder.Asif

theyain'tnow.Theygotdone.Imbusisewipedtheir

messandtheycametothesink.Ilookedatthem

andwejustlaughed.Theywashedtheirhands.

Imbusisebrushedhisteethtoo.Withthesparetooth

brushhere.Wealsowashedthetwinsteeth.Before

gettinginthewater.Wetookabath.All4ofusandit



wassupperfun.Idon'twanttoliesham.Butitwas

messy.WegotdoneandIcleanedupwhilethey

wenttolotion.Wegotdonewitheverything.

Imbusise:areyoujoiningus?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:noIwillbegoingbackhome.

Imbusise:okaybutlateronwehaveafamilydinner.

Ishrugged.

Imbusise:I'm introducingyoutothefamily.ToThose

whodon'tknowyouasmybabymamaandwoman.

Andit'sabouttimeLiyolathaknows.

Ilookedathim andhenodded.Isighedandnodded

too.

Me:finebutbuymesomethingtowearonyour

shopping.Youstillknowmysizeright?

Henodded.

Imbusise:Iwillneverforgetyoursize.Youmy

woman.Shouldibuyyouheelsaswell?

Inodded



Me:yesplease.Matchingtheoutfitoffcourse.

Henodded.Wekissedbeforehewalkedoutwiththe

kids.Ialsogotdonebeforegoingtomyparents

house.

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Me:Amile!!

Amile:takaMenziwaluthando?

Me:Imbusisesaidtherewillbedinnerathishouse!!

Amile:why?!

Me:Ialsodon'tknowyet!Butheaskedifyouandthe

otherwivescouldgothereandcook!!

I'm sureyouhaverealizeditbynow.Howmuchme

andmywomanlovetoshoutateachother.It's

alwaysthebest.Thatjustus.

Amile:whatdoyouthinkthedinnerisabout?!

Me:that'swhatI'm alsotryingtofindout!ButIhavea

goodfeelingaboutit!!



Amile:nowthatyoutoldmeaboutit!Ican'thelpbe

feelexcited!

Welaughed.Shecamedownstairswith

Menziwaluthando.Ikissedmysonsforeheadand

gavemywomanapeck.

Amile:wehavetostartatthemall.LungiswasaidI

shouldcomewithCinnamon.Theywanttomakeit

withthepumpkin.

Inodded.Wewalkedoutandwewenttothemall

first.Shealsoboughtthingsthatareshortatout

house.WewenttoImbusise'shouseandthewhole

familywashere.Everyonewascluelessonwhatis

happening.Butthewomenmadedinner.Theysetup

thetableandall.WewerewaitingforImbusisenow.

At8weheardhiscarpullingup.Wewaitedandhe

gotin.

:Imbusiseaa.I'm turningback.Yougetinwiththe

kids.

Meandmyuncle'slookedateachother.Weburst

outlaughing.Everyonelookedatuslost.

Imbusise:Mamieyoualreadyhere.Thereisno



turningback.Myfamilywantstomeetyou.

Lona:ButImbusiseIcan't.I'm justnervous.Dothe

announcementwithoutmehere.Theyalreadyknow

me.

Imbusise:MamieIwon'targuewithyouumna.Your

kidsarealreadyheavyonthesebabyseats.

Followedbylittlegiggles.

Lona:yeahlikeIforcedyoutocarrythem inthem.

Imbusise:let'sgo.I'm hungry.ZendifeMamieuzonya.

(ifIdieMamieyouwillshit.)

Theyfinallycametoourside.

T.O:Lona!?

Theywereallshocked.Icouldn'tkeepinlaugh.Lona

waslookingdown.

Liyolatha:wow

Shesaidwalkingupstairs.Oyamawasaboutto

followher.

Imbusise:myeke



(leaveher)

Shenodded.

Imbusise:guys.ThisisLonamybabymamaand

woman.Youalreadyknowher.Sinceshehasbeen

heremorethantwice.Andyoudidn'tseethesigns.

Hesulkedandeveryonewasstillshocked.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-TWO

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Wewereinmykitchenwithmyfamily.Thisis

actuallythefirsttimeoffthem sleepingover.And

herbeingcomfortable.Ithasalwaysbeenmewho

sleepsover.Butnow.Sheishere.Anditisaboutto

happenmoreoften.Idon'twanttolie.Theywilleven

spendaweeknow.Butmyonlyproblem nowismy

daughter.Whatshedidyesterdaywassouncalledof

her.Imeanhowcanshejuststorm outlikethat.It's

likeInevertaughtherrespectnow.ButIsomehow

getwheresheiscomingfrom.ButthenIagain.I

thoughtIexplainedtoheraboutmedatingher

mates.What'swrongwithLona?LasttimeIchecked.

Theyhaveonlyseeneachotherhere.Nowhereelse.

It'snotlikeLonahaseverdidsomethingtoheror

theyhavebadhistory.Iwillhavetotalktoherand

findoutwhatisherproblem.ButIhadalreadytold

herbeforethatIdon'treallycareabouthowshe



feelsaboutmynewwoman.Shewillhavetosuckit

upandexceptit.Butthat'salsomyprincess.Iwill

talktoher.

Me:mypancakestastesbetterthenyours.Taste.

Imadehereatthepancakeasshewassittingontop

ofthecounterwithourkids.

Ovayo:alsowanttotastedaddy.

Asi:metoo.

Ifedthem thepancakesbutalittlebit.

Them:mhh

Theysaidbrushingmytheirtummiesclosingtheir

eyes.Weburstoutlaughing.Thesekids.AndLona

willsayitwasmewhotaughtthem this.SinceI

havealwaysbeenuptonogoodwiththem.

Lona:thisiswrittenyouallover.

IliftedupmyhandslikeI'm surrenderingandthey

laughed.Ikeptonfeedingallthreeoffthem the

pancakes.Linaalsowasfeedingme.

Lina:youshouldn'taddalotofsugarfortheirs.



Inodded.

Me:Iknowbaby.ButIalsodidn'tknowthatthey

wouldalsowantthepancakes.Letmedobaby

pancakes.

Lina:tomorrowright?

Them:nonowmommy.

Theyfrownedlookingather.Welaughed.Istarted

makingpancakesforthem.ButIhadtomakesure

thatIaddlowoneverythingthenIwouldwithour

usualones.Theywerecheeringupforme.Thetwins

wouldscream hereandthere.Iwasreallyhavinga

greattimewithmyfamily.ThisisexactlywhatI

meantwhenIsaidIwantmyfamilyalltomyselfnow.

LookathowhappyIam.NowIcansaythatIhave

goteverythingthatIhavealwayswanted.I'm a

happyman.ThereisnothingI'm shortoff.IfIcan

sayso.Theonlythingleftisformetowifeher.Just

waitingfortherightmoment.Thengettohaveother

kidsaswell.

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~



Me:theywerefuckengigglingthiswholefucken

morningOyama.Sittingontopofthecounter.

Makingherselfcomfortablelikeit'sherhouse.

Oyama:broyougivingmeaheadacheontopofthe

oneIhaverightnow.It'saMondaymorningand

alreadywhiningandshouting.

Me:canyouhearwhatI'm sayingOyama?Noshe

can'tbetheonewithmyfather.

Oyama:what'swrongwithher?IpersonallyloveLona.

Thatwomanspeakspower.IneverthoughtIwould

speakthisaboutawomanmyage.Butthatwoman

screamsindependence.From afar.Notforgetting

howgoodshelooks.Idonotblameyourfatherfor

beingheadoverhealswithher.Youcanseefrom a

farthatshedoesn'tcareaboutanyman'swealth.I

don'tknowwhyyouhaveaproblem withher.Imean

shehasherowneverything.Sheissuccessfuland

all.Doesn'tlooklikethetypewhodependsonaman

Me:likehellsheis.NoOyamaIcan'tlethergettomy

father.

Oyama:Liyo.Stoplettingjealousygettoyou.Tellme.



What'sbehindthisjealousyofyours?

Me:everythingthatthereistobejealousabout.I

meanmyfatherneverdidallofthosethingsformy

mother.Wenevergotthechancetospendtimelike

heiswiththem.

Oyama:weallknowthatpeoplecanneverbeenthe

same.Weren'tyoutheonepraisingthewomanwho

iswithyourfather.Formakinghim thehappyman

heis.Imeanweallknowthatnoonehaseverbeen

abletounleashImbusise'scrazyandhappyside.He

hasalwaysbeenthistoughman.Whydon'tyoube

happythatyourfatherishappy?Wellyouwere

happytillyoumether.Whythechangeofmindnow?

Pleasedon'tboreme.

Me:younothelpingOyama.Justratherhelpmethink

ofaplantodestroythem.

Oyama:couldmeout.Idon'twanttobethecourseof

people'srelationshipsbreakingup.Ialreadyhave

badluckinfindinglove.Soplease.

Me:wellyouarealreadyin.Youwillhelpmedestroy

them.Wecanneverletherin.Whatifsheisaftermy



father'smoney?

Shejustrolledsheeyesandsighedshakingherhead.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-THREE

~OKUHLESAUL~

IopenedmyeyesandEmihlewasontopofmewith

aknife.Ijumpedoffthebedandranoutofthehe

staredrunningaftermelaughingandIwas

screamingandcursing.Isurelymarriedapsycho.

Whodoesthis?Iwassleepingdopeacefullyonlyto

findherontopofmewithaknife.Pregnancysurely

makeshergocrazy.Andsheischasingmewithher

bigtummy.Iwonderwheredoesshegettheenergy.

Shechasedmearoundthewholehousewiththe

knife.Igottothefrontgate.

Me:aababyndikwenzentoni?

(nobabywhatdidIdotoyou?)

Peoplelaughedatthebackofme.Ilookedbackand

itwasImbusiseandlonainthecar.

Emihle:youmademefuckenpregnant.

TheylaughedmoreandIwasholdinginmine



becauseIwasdefinitelydyingtoday.

Me:butbabyyouknowitwasn'tmyintentionto.

Emihleputtheknifedownlet'stalkaboutthisbaby.

NdakucelaMakaSiphanoLiya.

(pleaseSiphaandLiya'amother.)

Sheplacedtheknifedownandwalkedaway.I

openedthegateforthem andwelaughed.

Imbusise:ifpregnantwomenactlikethisthenI'm

nevermakingLonapregnant.

Weburstoutlaughing.Wegotinthehousewiththeir

twinsandIranupstairstotakeashowersinceIwas

stillinmyboxerswhenthewomanIcallmywife

wokemeup.Idideverythingbeforegoing

downstairs.Shewaslaughingnow.Isatnexttoher

butabitfar.From herandtheylaughed.Shegotup

andgavemeapeckgoingtothekitchenwiththe

glasses.Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:wherearethekids?

Them:intheplayroom.

Inodded.Emihlecamewithfoodforme.Ilookedat



her.

Me:ityaqala.

(eatfirst)

SheateapeaceofeverythingbeforeIateto.

Lona:jongasiniphathelentoni?

(lookwhatwegotyou?)

ImbusiseGavemeabag.

Me:ngeyantonikengoku?

(whatisitfor?)

Imbusise:ngeyomntanaklk.Earlybabyshower

present.Singangabikhonobakhoklkthina.Always

sabusysonantsipresent.Andyabonalespecial.

Umfakangaphakathiuthibottlemacala.Yabona

sexyngeyasejozi.

(it'sforthechild…wemightnotherewhenthereis

thebabyshower.Wearealwaysbusydohereisthe

present.Andyoucanseethatitisspecial.Youplace

thebabyinsidewithbottlesbythesides.It'seven

sexy.Itcomesfrom Johannesburg)



Weburstoutlaughingbecausewhathissayingwas

definitelynottrueandthelastpartwasfunny.

Emihletookthebagandtookoutaplasticfrom

checkers.Imbusisetooktheplasticandgavemea

canofHeineken.

Emihle:Heefakutywalakwibagyomthana?

(youputinalcoholinmychildsbag?)

ImbusiseandLona:besingenabagandbekukoama

police.a

(wedidn'thaveabagandtherewerepoliceman)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:fakwanjanikengokumntanaapha?

(howdoyouputinachildhere?)

Welaughedmore.Ican'tbelieveshebelievedhim.

Imbusise:Asi!!!!

Theyallcame.

Us:ngowphiAsikengoku?

(whichoneisAsinow?)



Thetwins:ndim

(it'sme)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:mxm ne?

Me:andyouexpectustoknowthedifference

betweenyoursonsbutyoualsodon'tknowwhois

who?

Imbusise:sunxama

(wait)

Heunbuttonedonetwin'sshirt.Weburstout

laughing.

Imbusise:okaythisisOvayo.

HetookAsiandplacedhim inthebag.Wecould

stoplaughing.Heattemptedtoclosethezip.

Lona:ndakubethunyeImbusise.

(IwillbeattheshitoutofyouImbusise)

Whenweweredonejokingaroundwedecidedtogo

tomyworkplace.Iorderedalotoffmeatforusand



drinks.Wedroppedoffthekidsatmyparentshouse.

Imbusise'sbrothersalongwiththeirson'salsocame.

SESONAandAmilejoinedusto.Iwon'tlie.Itwasthe

bestchillingwiththem.Basicallyalleyeswereon

Imbusise.Hewasmakingallthejokeshere.

UmsebenziWethubyZumaplayedandtheystood

upnoLona.Theystarteddancing.Worsepartthey

can'tevendance.Buttheywerebringingavibesham.

Somepeopleweremakingavideoofthem.Lona

heldherknees.Imbusiseheldherbackandhegrind

herliftinguponeleg.Weburstoutlaughing.They

satdownlaughing.Ifit'slikethischillingwiththem.

ThenIshouldmoreoften.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

AftertheblastwehadyesterdayatOkuhle's

Shisanyamawewenthome.Weactuallymadehim

getalotofpeople.OnaMondaynorh.Butwe

enjoyedourselves.Iwon'tlie.Ievenhadaheadto

proveit.IpattedLona'ssideandshewasn'there.My

eyeswereheavytoevenopenthem up.



Me:lona.

Myvoicewasgone.I'm neverpartyingthewayIdid

everagain.

Lona:baby

Me:mhh

Isaidopeningmyeyesslowly.Shelaughedatme.

Lona:wakeupandeatsothatwecannurseyour

headache.

Inodded.Istoodupandwenttothebathroom.I

peedbeforewashingmyhandsandface.Ibrushed

myteethbeforegoingbacktotheroom.Shemade

thebedandtherewasbreakfastonthebed.Ikissed

herbeforetakingthebreakfast.Iwasfamished.Well

shediddrinkyesterday.SheknowIhateitwhenshe

drinks.Idon'tlikewomanwhodo.Andshedidn't

sham.Ithinkshegotusedtoitsinceshehasn't

touchedalcoholin3years.That'swhenwestarted

dating.Iatemyfoodandtookthepills.Ifeltbetter.

Me:letsgotakeswim.Wewillbathafterwards.

Shenodded.Wetookofourclothesbeforegoingto



pooloutside.Wehadfuninthepool.Weevenhad

watersex.Havingsexinapoolshouldbethebest

placetohavesexat.Ireallyenjoyedmyself.Iwould

liketohaveitunderthestarsinmybackyardonthe

grass.Andwewillsham.

Lona:whatcausedthefeudbetweenyouandthe

Ndlovu's?Justcurious.

Weweresittingdownatthechaiseloungenow

lookingatthetreesoveraglassofOros.Isighed.

Me:itstartedyearsagoMamie.Whatcausedthewar

wasmostlybecauseofbetrayal.Wouldyoubelieve

mewhenIsaythesetwofamiliesusedtobeone.

Sincemygreat,greatgrandfatherandMandla's

great,greatgrandfatherwerebestfriends.Brothers

tobeexact?

Sheshookherheadlookingatme.

____________

Notedited.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-FOUR

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

Iwatchedtheirvideoforthehundredthtime.Itwas

trendingathowcutetheyare.Andpeople

complimentingtheytheyneverknewthemanIcall

mydadhadafunsideto.Theyknowtheserioushim

only.Complementingathowthislonagirlismaking

him ahappyman.Him doingthingsheneverdid

before.Iwasjustdisgustedbyalloffthisumna.

Worsepart.IthoughtIwasdaddy'sonlyprincess

whichhelovessomuch.ButIwaswrong.Imeanit's

been2daysnowandhehasn'treachedouttome.

Soit'sobviousnowthathedoesn'tlovemebecause

ofher.ReasonwhyIdon'twantherhere.Meandmy

daddy.Neverwentthislongwithouttalking.Thisis

writtenherallover.Itreallyis.Ican'tbelievemyown

daddyisturninghisbackonme.Justforher.

Doesn'thelovemeanymore.Peoplecanchangefor

realhey.ButIhavegoteverythingundercontrol.I



alreadyhaveaplaninmotiontodestroythem.And

I'm surethatmyplanwillwork.Iknowitwill.Ithas

to.Daddycan'tbewithher.Definitelynother.AndI

willalsogettohavemydaddyback.Yeah.Ithasto

work.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Imbusise:soithappenedthattheyfellinlovewith

thesameperson.Andmygreat,greatmotherchose

mygreat,greatgrandfather.Obviouslytherewas

goingtobejealousyinvolved.Buthenevershowed

that.Theycontinuedtobeingbestfriends.There

wasnothingfunnybetweenthem.Thatshechose

whooverwhoIdon'tknowwhathappened.Butmy

great,greatgrandparentshappenedtobreakup.

Becausemygreatgreatgrandfatherwasn'tloyalto

her.Hecheatednumeroustimes.Buthestillloved

herthroughthat.Shedidto.Shegottothepoint

whereshegottiredofthecheatingandlefthim.

Causeofthebreak.NowtheNdlovugreat,great

grandfather.Wastheonewhokeptontellingher

aboutalloffthesethings.Hewasbetrayingmygreat,



greatgrandfather.Andhewastheonewhowasalso

pressuringhim andbringinggirlstohim.Allheever

wantedwasher.Sotheydatedinsecretandhewas

thesamepersoncomfortingmygreat,great

grandfathertellinghim itsgoingtobealright.He

lateronfoundoutandtheyhadthishugefightthat

theybothendedupinhospital.Great,great

grandmotherbrokeupwithhim toosinceshedidn't

wanttogetbetweenbrothers.Sotheyrecoveredand

theydecidedtoforgiveeachotherbecauseitwas

pointlessfightingoveragirl.Andbreakingtheir

brotherhoodbecauseofit.Butthatdidn'tmakethem

closeastheywerebefore.Itactuallydriftedthem

apart.Yearslater.Mygreat,greatgrandparents.Got

backtogether.That'swhenthehatredgrewfrom the

Ndlovu.Hestartedhavingjealousyandallthat.He

wouldkeeponlyingabouthim togreat,great

grandmotherbutshebelievednonofthat.Because

sheknewhim best.Shetoldgreat,greatgrandfather

aboutthis.Andheletitsleepaside.Tillonedaythe

policebargedintheHouseandarrestedhim.Hewas

ratedbyNdlovu.Great,greatgrandmotherdidn't

believehewasinnocent.Hetriedexplaining.Butstill.



Great,greatgrandmotherleftthecity.Great,great

grandfathergotreleasedashewasfoundnotguilty.

Lifecontinuedlikenothinghappened.Hestillnever

knewthatitwashisbestfriendwhodidthattohim.

Theymetanothergirlagain.Itchosemygreat,great

grandfather.Andndlovuhadalotmorehatrednow.

Butthingsendedwiththatrelationshiptobecauseof

Ndlovu.Hestarteddoingthingstomygreat,great

grandfatherbehindhisbackandall.Hefoundand

theyhadahugefeud.Mygreat,greatgrandfather

alsostartedavenginghimself.ForwhatNdlovudid

tohim andallthethingshedidtohim.Theyboth

killedeachothershortlyafterthegreatgrandfather's

wereborn.Leavingtheirwomenpregnant.

Lona:wow.Allbecauseofjealousy?

Me:jealousycanruinalotofthingsbaby.Itmakesa

personevile.Dothingstheyneverthoughtthey

woulddo.

Weshookourheads.

…

…



Me:Liyolathacomehere.

Shesatdown.

Me:youandIbothknow.Idon'ttakeshit.What's

goingonwithyou?Whyareyouactinguplikea

spoiltbrat?Thisisn'tyouLiyolatha.Younotdaddy's

princesswhoIknow.

Liyolatha:soyoucallingmeaspoiltbratnowdaddy?

Iknewsoonshewasgoingtochangeyou.

Ilookedatherlost.

Me:who?

Sherolledhereyes.

Liyolatha:yournewwoman.Imean.Meandyou

nevergodayswithouttalking.Andnowthatsheisin

yourlifeyouhavechangedyoudonotloveme

anymore.

Ichuckledandshookmyhead.

Me:doyouunderstandthatyourjealousrightnow?I

adviceyoutoocleanthatheartliyolathabeforeyou

startdoingthingsthatyouwillregretlateron.

Weren'tyoutheonewhostormedoutofhere?What



madeyoudothat?Imeanyoudidn'thaveaproblem

withthewomanIwasdatinguntilyoumether?Why

thechangeofheartnow?What'swrongwithLina?

Becauseeveryonelovesher.Ifyouworriedaboutmy

money.Thenyoushouldreallyconsiderwashing

yourheartbecauseLONALINAMANDLAhasherone

money.Idon'trememberadaywheresheaskedme

formycreditcardandformoney.Andwhyareyou

botheredlikeit'syourmoney?Itshouldn'tbotheryou.

YoustillachildtomeLiyolathaandyouwillactlike

one.Iloveyou.ButIwon'ttoleratethisbehavior

from you.It'sunacceptable.I'm talkingtoyouforthe

lasttime.Treatlonawithrespect.I'm notforcingyou

tolovenorhavearelationshipwithher.Butyouwill

treatherwithrespect.Fixwhatevershityouhave

towardsherbecauseIdefinitelydon'tlikeit.AndI

don'twantustodriftapartbecauseofthis.Because

IknowIwillchoosemyhappinessoveranything

umna.BecauseitissomethingIhavebeenlonging

foryearstofeel.Andnoone.Notevenyouwilltake

myhappinessawayfrom me.Noonewill.Iloveyou.

Iwalkedoutandwenttomycar.Lonawaslooking



attherearreviewmirroronthedriver'sseat.Ismiled

lookingather.Shereallyismyhappiness.Imagine

smilingwithoutyourwomanputtinganeffortto.

That'sdefinitelytruehappiness.Idon'twanttolie.I

gotinthecarandshedroveoff.

Lona:howdiditgo?

Ishrugged.

Me:Ijustspoketheshitthatcameoutofmymouth

first.

Shenoddedandswitchedonmusic.Wewere

dancinghavingfuninthecar.LostWithoutUby

RobinThickeplayed.Itookoutmyphoneandlive

streamedonInstagram.

Me:babyyayazilengoma?

(babycanyouhearthissong?)

Sheshookherheadlookingatmesmilingsincewe

wereattherobots.

Me:mamelakeI'm lostwithoutyou

Can'thelpmyself



Howdoesitfeel

ToknowthatIloveyou,baby?

Shecouldn'tstopblushing.

Me:ndabuzaklkmylove?ToknowthatIloveyou,

baby?

Tellmehowyoulovememore

AndhowyouthinkI'm sexy,babe

Thatyoudon'twantnobodyelse

Youdon'twantthisguy,youdon'twantthatguy

Youwannatouchyourselfwhenyouseeme

Tellmehowyoulovemybody

AndhowImakeyoufeel,babe

Itookherhandandkissedit.Shewasfivetoofrom

crying.Thisisactuallymyfirsttimesingingforher.

Noactuallysingingforsomeone.Ineverreallysing.

KnowingprettywellIcansing.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-FIVE.

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

{monthslater,April}

It'sbeenmonths.AndmyfatherandLona's

relationship.Isgettingstrongerbyeverysecond.

Aftermyfatherleftmecryingatthehouse.Ifigured

thatIshouldlaylowforafewseconds.Ihadto

pretendtilltodaythatIactuallyaccepther.ThatI

welcomeherinthefamily.Trustmeitisn'teasyat

all.Ihatehernow.WhichiswhyI'm workingona

plantodestroythem now.Ithasbeenlongoverdue

already.It'senoughnow.Shehasbeenwayto

comfortable.Everyoneisbusypraisingherandall.

Anditjustdisgustsme.Ican'thelpit.Buttofeelthat

waytowardsher.Butluckily.Bytheendofthisweek

itwillbelongoverdueforthem.Daddywillhealas

timegoesby.

Me:areyouready?



Gabsile:Iwasbornready.ImeanIhavealways

wantedyourfather.Ican'tbelieveIwillfinallyget

him.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:don'tgetaheadofyourself.JustdoasIsahyou.

Don'tmessthisup.

Gabsile:Iwon't.Iwillalsomakesurehegetsme

pregnanttosecurethebag.Justbereadyformeto

beyourstepmother.

Me:yeahIknow.TodayhisactuallygoingtoCape

Town.Withouther.Givingyouaperfectchanceto

pursuehim.Soyouwillhavehim alltoyourselffor

theweek.Hereistheplaneticketandyourpassport.

Hereisthehotelhewillbeat.Iactuallybookedyoua

room nexttohis.Givingyoumoreaccessintodoing

yourthingswithhim.

Gabsile:good.

Me:Itrustyou.Makesureyoualsobringproof.

Shootasextypeifneededto.Iwouldalsolikeherto

getasortofheartattack.Itrustyou.Makesurethat

youdoyourthingsthere.Idon'twantmymoneyto



gotowaste.

Shenoddedtakingeverything.

Gabsile:saygoodbyetoyournewmommy.

Ishookmyheadsmilinglookingather.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:yazibabyeversinceIcamehere.Thereisthis

womanwhohasbeentryingtotemptme.Sheis

alwaysaroundme.Throwingherselfatme.

Mamielookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.Wewereon

avideocall.Ijustwantedtoseeherface.Imean

imaginenotseeingyourwomanfor5daysnow.But

youusedtoseeinghereveryday.Yeah.Hermoving

toPortElizabethwasactuallythebestdecisionshe

hasevertaken.ImeannowIgettoseeheranytimeI

wantto.Nomoresneakingaroundoranything.I

reallyam happynow.Idon'twanttolie.Not

forgettinghowbigourboysare.Oohontheir3rd

birthdayparty.Wethrewabigpartyforthem.And

myboysweresohappy.Buttheywerenaughtyas



ever.Theyactuallyplayedwiththecakeanhour

beforetheparty.Theymadeitfalldown.Madethe

floordirtyandthemselvestoo.Ithinkit'sobvious

nowandweallknowthatIwasupfortheblame

sincetheyaremysonsandtheytakeafterme.

Mamieblamedmeforeverything.NowIhadtorush

tothecakeplace.Askthem foranewone.Ihadto

paydouble.Andthepartywentgreat.Idon'twantto

lie.Butwhatsstressingmethemostnow.Isthefact

thatMandlahasn'tattackedmeyet.Iknowhewill

soon.Buthehasn'tandthat'swhat'sstressingthe

shitoutofme.Ijusthopethatwhateverheis

planning.Itwon'taffectmyfamily.Heshouldface

measaman.Butyouneverknowwhatexceptfrom.

Yourenemies.ButI'm readyforwhatevershithewill

trytodotome.

Lona:whoisthat?

Ishrugged.

Me:it'saneighborofminehereatthehotel.

Lona:hopefullyyoualsonottempted.

Shesoundedsojealous.Ilaughed.



Me:don'tworryMamie.YoualsoknowthatIwould

neverlettemptationgetthebestofme.Especially

whenithastocometohurtingyou.Iwouldneverdo

thattoyou.

Shesmiled.

Lona:Itrustyoutodotherightthing.I'm already

deepinlovewithyoutocheatonme.

Ishookmyheadsmiling.

Me:wedon'tneedathird-partyinourrelationship

MamiesoIwouldneversthandwaSam trustme.

Cheatingonyouisthelastthingonmymindright

now.

Wegiggled.

Lona:good.Yourchildrenwanttotalktoyou.

OvayoizikhungoandAsithamsanqelejoinedthe

videocall.

Them:daddy!!!Ahhh!!

Welaughedatthem andtheygiggledwavingwith

theirsmallhands.



Asithamsanqele:whenyoucomingbackdaddy?

Ovayoizikhungo:wemissyou.

TheysulkedandIsmiled.

Me:thefirstthingtomorrowIwilldoistakeaflight

backthere.SoIwillcomingbacktomorrowdon't

worry.Imissyouguysto.

Lona:areyoualreadydonewiththecase?

Inodded.

Me:Iwillbefinalizingeverythingnow.

Theynodded.

Me:ain'tyouguyssupposetobeatschool?

Ovayoizikhungo:Iwassicksowedidn'tgotoschool.

Me:Asithamsanqelewhydidn'tyougo.

Asithamsanqele:hewassickdaddy.Icouldn'tleave

him alone.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:sowhenoneofyouissick.Theothershouldn't

gotoschoolto?



Theynoddedsmilinglockingtheirhandsbetween

theirthighs.

MeandMamie:wow.

Welaughed.Icontinuedtalkingtomyfamily.Iwent

tocourtandwentbacktomyhotel.Iorderedfor

room servicewhileIwastakingashower.Igotdone

andwalkedoutnaked.Therewasnoneedfora

towelsinceI'm theonlyonehere.Alsoathomeido

this.SoIwalkedouttomyroom.Onlytofindthat

girlinmyroom.

Me:whatthefuckaredoinghere?

Shejustcatwalkedtomeandstartedgiving

u'Ngcondestrokes.Ipushedherway.

Me:whatthefuck?

Her:shhh

Shestartedgivingmeablowjob.Ipushedheraway

againbutsheheldmetightly.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-SIX.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:Lonnnaa!!

IsaidCumming.That'swhenmysensescameback

thatIhaveactuallycheatedonmywoman.WhenI

promisedherafewminutesagothatIwouldnever

lettemptationgetthebestofme.

Me:getthefuckout.

Isaidcalmly.Shenoddedandranawaycrying.She

wasevenbleeding.Ifuckedherhard.Isatdownwith

somuchguilteatingmeinside."hopefullyyoualso

nottempted"."don'tworryMamie.Youalsoknow

thatIwouldneverlettemptationgetthebestofme.

Especiallywhenithastocometohurtingyou.I

wouldneverdothattoyou.""Itrustyoutodothe

rightthing.I'm alreadydeepinlovewithyoutocheat

onme.""wedon'tneedathird-partyinour

relationshipMamiesoIwouldneversthandwaSam



trustme.Cheatingonyouisthelastthingonmy

mindrightnow."ourconversationwehadjustafew

minutesagocameintomind.IpromisedhertothatI

willnevercheatonher.Iwillneverdoherwrong.

Andnow?IjustfuckendidwhatIpromised.Notto

do.Ilettemptationgetthebestofme.WhenI

promisedher…whenIfuckenpromisedherthatIwill

neverletitgetthebestofme.Ihatemyselfright

now.Ihatemyselfmorethananything.Istarted

havingchestpains.Icouldn'tbreatheforafew

secondsthere.Ifinallycalmeddown.NoIhaveto

comecleantoher.Iwon'tbeabletokeepthisaway

from her.Iwon'tbeableto.Wepromisedtobuilda

relationshipontrustandnotonlies.Andhonesty

too.Now?…now?…IjustbrokethepromiseImade.

It'snotevenbeendays,monthsoryears.Itwasjust

afewhoursago.Ican'tbelievethatthisisme.Itook

myphoneandsearchedforaflight.Andthere

weren'tanyleft.Theflightforthenightwascanceled

becauseofweather.Ihavetotellher.Icalledher.

Firstthingshedidwastogiggle.

Me:IloveyouandjustknowthatI'm sorry.



Lona:Imbusisewhat'shappening?

IjusthangedupIjustcouldn't.Iwillhavetofaceher

tomorrow.Iwillhavetoo.Iwon'tbeabletokeepthis

asasecret.Thisisjustwaytoomuchformetokeep

in.

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

IhavebeentryingtocallGabisileeversincelast

night.ButIcan'tseem togetaholdofher.Imean

daddyiscomingbacktoday.AndIneedfeedback

whethershewasabletoexecutetheplanornot.

AndI'm gettingimpatientrightnow.

Oyama:whyareyousoanxious?

Me:ithasnothingtodowithyou.Anditshoyoudidn't

wanttohelpmewithdestroyingthem.

Oyama:thiswillbackfire.Don'tsayIdidn'twarnyou

Liyolatha.Youplayingwithdangerousfire.Surely

youwanttobehomeless.Iwillevensupportthem in

whatevertheydowithyou.

Me:mxm.It'salreadytolatenow.



JustthenGabsilegotinhalfthepersonsheis/was.

Me:wereyouabletosucceedwiththeplan?

Gabsile:don'tevercontactmeagain!?Doyouhear

me!?Thepersonyoucallafatherdamagedme!?I

lostmywombnow!?Hopeyouarehappy!

Shethrewamemorystickatmeandwalkedout

livinguslost.

Oyama:whatisshetalkingabout.

Ishruggedwithsomuchattitudeandwalked

upstairsleavinghercallingname.Iwonderwhatdid

shemeanbyallshesaid.Butatleastthememory

cardishere.Iwillbeabletodestroyher.Itrimmed

thevideobeforesendingittoherusingadifferent

sim cardofcourse.Youhavetobesmartwiththese

things.Ilaughed.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Imbusiseleftmelostlastnight.Itriedcallinghim.

Buthekeptonrejectingmycalls.Iwasevengetting

worried.Wonderingwhathemeantwhenhesaidhe



lovesmeandheissorry.Hisvoicewasalsoshakey.

Somethingthatheneverdoes.Hisnevershakenby

anythingbutIdidn'twanttothinkoftheworseand

getaheadwithmyself.Iwilljustwaitandseewhat

hemeant.Butwhateveritwas.Itleftmewith

goosebumpsallovermybody.Andmystomachhas

beenupseteversince.Ihaveabadfeelingabout

whateveritis.ButthankGodIsentthekidstotheir

grandparents.Iwasn'tgoingtobeabletogivethem

theattentiontheyneed.AsIam makingmistakes

now.IjustpouredhandyAndyindisheswater.Ijust

droppedeverythingandwenttositatthelounge.I

tookmyphoneandcalledhim.

:"youhavereachedthevoicemai…"

Isighedandtriedagain.Stillnoanswer.JustthenI

gotanSMS.Ivieweditthat'swhenIhadabad

feelingforreal.Iopenedthevideoanditwas

Imbusisefuckinganothergirlinhishotel.Ifeltmy

oxygenleavingmybodyandmyphonefelldown.I

burstoutcryingwithpainfulsobs.Myheartwas

sore.Sohecheatedonmeafterhepromisednotto.

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Justafewhoursago.Afew



hoursago.Hesaidhewouldneverandnowthis.

TherewasaknockonthedoorandIignoredit.So

thisiswhatthesorrywasaboutyesterday.

:Mamie

Iquicklyturnedtolookathim crying.

Imbusise:what'swrong?

Hesaidtryingtotouchme.Iyankedhim offme.

Me:don'tyoufuckendaretouchmewiththosefilthy

hands!!

Imbusise:Mamiewhat'swrong?

Me:youfuckencheatedonmedammit…

Iheldmychest

Me:rightafteryoupromisedmethatyouwouldnever

cheatonme.Andyouwentonandcheatedonme.

Imbusise:itwasamistakeMamieIswear.Ididn't

meantocheatonyou.

Me:like.Hellyoudidn't.Iwonderhowmanytimes

youcheatedonme.Youjustwentonandbrokemy

trustImbusise.AftereverythingIdid.Ichoseyou!I



fuckenchoseyou!Andyoucallshovingyourthingin

anotherwoman'sassamistake.Justgetout

Imbusise:Mamiepleasedon'tsaythat.

Me:ImbusiseIsaidgetthefuckout.Whatmeand

youhadisover!Don'tyouevercallmeagain.You

willmeetyourkidsatgate.Getout!!Wedone!

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-SEVEN.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

It'sbeenaweeknowandIwon'tsayI'm doingany

good.Ihavebeenisolatingmyselfinthishouseever

sincethatday.Ihaven'tseenmykidseversincetoo.

Ikindlyaskedmymothertotakecareofthem.And

shedidn'taskanyfurtherquestionsassheheard

from myvoicethatIwasactuallyhurtandIwasn't

goingtobeabletotakecareofthem.Howwillam I

goingtobeabletofacemykids.I'm tryingtomove

onfrom him buttheywillonlyjustremindmyoffhim.

ButIwillhavetofacethem.Itisamusttofacethem.

Theymustbewonderingwheremommyisnow.

EspeciallyAsithamsanqele.Mama'sboy.

Ovayoizikhungotoo.ButyougetwhatI'm tryingto

say.Ihavetofacethem.Imissmykidsto.Iwill

havetodealwithmypain.I'm abigwoman.Butit

won'tbeeasy.ImeanIloveImbusisemorethan

anythingintheworld.Itwon'tbeaseasyasIdid



withMandla.Talkingabouthim.ThisisKarmaforall

thepainIcausedhim.Imeantheysaywhatgoes

aroundgoesbackaround.That'sthewayofliferight?

Yesitis.Whyam Isurprised?Ishouldhaveexpected

thisfrom thestart.Plusarelationshipbuilton

someone'stearsneverlasts.WhatwasIthinkingof

gettingattachedtohim?NowI'm leftwithnothing.

ButIbrokenheartwhichIcan'tevenmend.Ihave

alsobeendrowningmyselfwithalcohol.Thinkingit

willwork.Butweallknowitwon't.Ikeeponhurting

myselfbywatchingthevideo.Ialwaysdo.ButIheal

astimegoesby.Icleanedaroundthehouse.Spring

cleanedjusttomakeitfreshsincethehousewas

dirty.Ichangedeverything.Iwillwashthethings

tomorrow.Iwenttogetmychildrennow.After

gettingdressed.Itookmycarkeysandmycredit

cardbeforegoingout.Idrovetomyparentshouse.I

gotinandtoconfirm itthattheyreallymissedme.

Theycamerunningtome.Ikissedthem bothall

overtheirfacesandtheyweregiggling.Igreetedmy

familysittingdownwiththem ontopofme.

Mom:whatwaswrongwithyou?



Ishookmyheadfaintlysmiling.

Me:itwasnothing.I'm finenow.

Theynodded.Ijustcouldn'ttellthem thathe

cheated.Icouldn't.Ispoketothem forafew

minutes.ItookmykidsouttoBayWestmallatthe

GameCenter.Whenweweredonewithourday.At

7pm.Wewenthome.WewerewatchingTV.

Animationmovie.Buttheyweren'texcitedaboutit

astheywouldbemakinganoise.Gaspingatwhatis

happening.Allthreeoffuswherejustinadullmood.

Them:mommy

Me:mhh

Them:iwantdaddy.

That'swhenIstartedbeingworriedaboutImbusise.

Idon'tknowwhyIam.ButIfeltlikesomethingis

happeningtohim andreallybad.Ijusthadabad

feeling.AndIthinkthekidstoo.

~MANDLANDLOVU~

Jj:bossallhedoeseverydayistogotothecluband



gohomedrunk.

Me:givingmemuchmoreeasieraccesstoattack

him.

Henodded.

Me:fixtheplaneforme.Wegoingdownthere

tonight.

Henodded.Iwalkedoutoffthewarehouse.I'm

finallydestroyingthatboyImbusise.It'sbeenawhile

now.WellIwantedtoattackhim.Whenhehasleast

expectedit.IknowhewouldhavethoughtIwould

attackthen.ButIwasjustwaitingfortheright

momentandattackwhenheleastexpectedmeto.

WhenhethinksIhaveforgottenabouthim.Andthus

istheperfecttimeto.Hewillfinallypayforthepain

hecausedme.Noonemesseswithme.Noone.It

tookmetimetohealfrom whatLonadidtome.I

mustsayI'm gettingthere.IhavehealedandI'm fine

now.Mywiveshavebeenirritatingme.Tellingme

howtheywarnedmeaboutthisgirl.Butit'slifeI

guess.Welosesomeandwinsome.Igotathome

andhaddinnerwithmyfamily.WhenIwasdone



eating.Ikissedallmywivesgoodbyebeforegoingto

PortElizabeth.Someoneisdyingtoday.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Lifehasbeenhard.Onmyside.TheregretIhavein

meisjustwayoutofcontrol.Ilosteveryinlessthen

24hours.JustbecauseIlettemptationgetthebest

ofme.Andhowdidthatvideogettoher?Clearly

someonehasbeenplanningtodestroyusfrom the

startbecausethatgirldisappeared.Ihaven'thada

chancetolookforherandsearchfortheperson

whowastryingtodestroyus.Iloathewhoeverdid

thistome.UntilIhealIwon'tdoanythingtothem for

now.ButonceIfindthatperson.Hellwillbreak

loose.ButtheybetterprayIgetmyMamieback.But

I'm tobeblamedher.Ishouldn'thaveletherseduce

me.HowdidIendupthere.Ihatemyselfforthat.I

willneverforgivemyselfforwhatIdidtoLina.After

everythingshehasdoneforme.ButIhavebeenat

theclub24/7.I'm alsoavoidingLiyolathawhokeeps

onpressuringmeofgoingoutandbonding.Shehas

beenhappy.Iwonderwhat'supwithher.Can'tshe



seethatI'm hurt.ButIhadmylastdrinkandgotout.

IdroveoffsingingourfavoritesongLostwithoutU

byRobinThicke.AsIwasdrivingontherightlean.A

carwasdrivinginfrontofme.Ihootedbutthecar

wasn'tshaken.Itriedmovingtoanotherbutitwas

alreadytolateasthecarhitme.Thankstothe

airbag.Iwaslightlyhitten.Imanagedtogetoutof

thecarwhichflippedover.Ilaidonthestreet.Next

thingMandlaisinfrontofme.HekickedmeandI

laughed.

Mandla:anylastwords?

Me:sucker

Ilaughmore.Heshotmeonmychest.Iheldmy

chest.Ilaughedcoughinginblood.

Me:see…yo…ui…nh…ell.

Iclosedmyeyes.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-EIGHT.

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

I'm worriedaboutmyfather.Imeanit'sbeenhours

nowsincehehasn'tbeenbackhome.Andhewould

usuallybebackaround10pm everyday.Drunk.Trust

meit'snotagoodsighttowatch.ButIwillhaveto

bestrongbecauseI'm thecauseofallthat.Ishould

beabletogetusedtoit.PlusIknowthatsoonhe

willbebacktohisoldselfagain.AndbethedaddyI

know.Imeanthisishowwealldealwithbreakups?

Yesitis.Hewaslikethisatfirst.Buthewillheallike

hedid.IhatewhatIdidtohim.ButIhadtodoit.I

justcouldn'twatchhim inlovewiththatwoman.

Nowthatsheisoutoftheway.Iwillgetmydaddy

alltomyselfagainlikeatfirst.Whenitwasjustthe2

ofus.Justthe2ofusandnooneelse.Icalledmy

cousin,shaka.

Shaka:yhumfodiningelixetsha?

(atthistime?)



Welaughed.

Me:Haimarn.Awumazibauphidaddy?Imean

akhekhabuyi.Andndineworryngaye.Ican'thelpbut

fellanxious.

(noman.Don'tyouknowwheredaddyis?Imeanhe

hasn'tbeenbackyet.AndI'm worriedabouthim…)

Shaka:it'sbeenaweeksinceIlastsawhim.Isn'the

atworkorsomething?

Me:nohedidn'tgotowork.Iwouldn'tbecallingifhe

was.

Shaka:okay.Let'scheckupwiththeothers.Nowthat

youhavementioneditI'm alsoworriedabouthim…

oohdidyoutryu'Lona.Hesurelyiswithher.Ican't

believewegotworriedfornothing.

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:pleasecheckupwithher.Idon'thaveher

number.Andgetbacktome.

Shaka:willdo.

Wedisconnected.



~SHAKASTOKWE~

Iwonderwhywasshesonervous.Shesounded

shakeyandall.ButtomakesurethatImbusiseis

safe.IcalledLona.

Amile:whowasthat?

Me:LIYOLATHA.SheisworriedaboutImbusise.

Amile:whoareyoucallingnow?

Me:Lona.

Shenoddedstilllookingatme.Sofuckensleepyand

cute.

Lona:ulibonilexetshashaka?

(didyouseethetimeshaka?)

Welaughed.

Me:sorrytowakeyouupsolate.ButIwas

wonderingifImbusiseiswithyou?

Shewentsilentforawhilebeforeclearingherthroat.

Lona:Shaka.MeandImbusisebrokeup.Idon'tknow



whyyouaskingmeabouthim.

Me:youwhat?

Lona:yeah.

Me:okaythankyou.Sorryonceagain.

Wedisconnected.That'swhenIbecamemore

stressedabouthim.Ifheisn'twithLona.Thenwho

ishewith?

Amile:and?

Ilookedatherindisbelief.

Me:ImbusiseandLonabrokeup?

Amile:what?!

Inodded.

Amile:shehasn'tbeenansweringmycalls.Normy

messages.Iwonderedwhat'swrongwithher.What

doyouthinkcausedthebreakup.Imeanweallsaw

thatnothingcouldcomebetweenthem.

Me:somethingmajor.ButI'm worriedabout

Imbusisebaby.It'slikesomethinghappenedtohim.



Amile:callyourunclesShaka.Youcan'tbechillednot

knowingwhat'swrongwithhim.

Inodded.Icalledmydad.

Anethemba:aaaaShaka.

(noShakano)

Hesaidinhissleepyvoice.

Me:Iwouldn'tbecallingifitwasn'tthatserious.Do

youperhapshaveanyideawhereImbusiseis?

Anethemba:whatdoyoumeanwhereheis?

Me:Liyocalledmeaskingabouthim.IcalledLona.

Andtheybrokeup…

Anethemba:whatdoyoumeantheybrokeup?

Me:exactlythat

Anethemba:Haveyoutriedcontactingclubs.Ifthey

brokeup.Itsurelymeanshisouttheredrinkinghis

sorrowsaway.Imeanthat'swhathedidatfirst

whentheybrokeup.

Me:youright.ButIam worriedabitworriedabout

him.Ican'thelpbutfeellikesomethinghappenedto



him.

Anethemba:Ialsofeelthesamewayrightnow.Let's

calltheothers.Wecan'tbechillednotknowing

what'swrongwithhim.Alsocalloneoftheboysto

trackhim down.

Me:willdo.

Wedisconnected.AsIabouttocallLindile.Igota

callfrom Lona.

Me:Heyiseverythingokay?

Isaidandmyheartwasbeatingfast.Shewas

breathingheavily.Morelikeshewascrying.

Lona:Imb…usise

Shebrokedown.

Me:Lonawhat'swrongwithhim?Whathappened?

Talktome.Okay,okay.Breathein.

Shedid.Icontinuedmakingherdobreathing

exercises.Tillshewasalright.Amilewasalso

worriedherenexttome.

Me:nowtellmewhat'swrongwithhim.



Sheshesighed.

Lona:hewasinvolvedinancaraccidentandgotshot

too.

Me:what?!

Lona:yeah.Ithappened2hoursago.Hewasdrunk.I

don'tknowwhathappened.That'swhatthehospital

toldme.

Me:okayIwillinform theothers.

Wedisconnected.Ijustsentamessagetothefamily

groupbeforedrivingtothehospitalwithAmile.We

gotthereandtheotherswerealreadyhere.We

askedforthedoctor.Andtheysaidtheyarenot

donewithhim yet.Wewenttothewaitingarea.And

theywereallcrying.Lonawasn'there.

Phumeza:whereisLona?

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:theybrokeup.

Them:what?Why?

TheywerealllostexceptforLIYOLATHA.Iwonder



why.ButOyamawasstaringather.Iwillpretendlike

Ididseeanything.Ishrugged.

Me:itremainstheunknown.Butsheistheonewho

informedmeaboutthis.Ithinksheishisnextofkin.

Them:sheis.

Weshookourheadsandwaitedinsilence.The

doctorfinallywalkedoutsad.

Us:pleasetellusitain'tthatbaddoctor?

Sheclearedherthroat.

Doctor:Iwishitwasn't.Wemanagedtosavehim yes.

AndImustsayhisafighter.Butgunshot.Lefthim

paralyzed.

Us:whatdoyoumeanparalyzeddoctor?

Shenodded.

Doctor:exactlythat.Hewasshotinhischest.And

thebulletwentstraighttohisspinalcord.Thebones

broke.Affectinghisbottom muscles.Meaninghe

can'tusehislegsnow.

Tearsjuststreameddownourfaces.



Anethemba:isitatemporarythingorpermanent

situation?

Thedoctorshrugged.

Doctor:westillwaitingfortheresults.ButhisinICU

now.Havefaith.Hopefullyhewillsurvive.Iknowhe

isafighter.

…3monthslater,July

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

SEVENTY-NINE

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

It'sbeenthreemonthsanddaddyhasn'twokenup.

Hisrespondinggoodtothemedication.Butstill.He

isn'twakingup.Somethingthatstressestheshitout

ofme.AsIam theonewhodidallthis.Imeandaddy

hasneverbeeninvolvedinacaraccidentbefore.His

neverbeenarecklessdriverbutagoodone.He

knowshowtocontrolacarandallthat.ButifInever

didwhatIdidtohim hewouldn'thavegonetothe

club.Hewouldn'thave.Hewouldn'thaveneither

beendrunk.Tonotbeingabletodrive.Thisisallmy

fault.Guilthasbeeneatingmeeverydayandnight.I

can'tseem tohavepeace.WhydidIinthefirstplace

letjealousygetthebestofme?Ifitwasn'tformy

jealousy.Mydaddywouldbeawakenow.Not

paralyzed.Iknowhowmuchthiswillaffecthim.It

willaffecthim intheworsewaypossible.AndI'm up

fortheblameagain.Ishouldn'thavedonethis.



Regretandguiltiseatingme.Ican'tevenface

anyoneaboutthis.Ican't.Ihaven'tevenforaday

wenttovisitmydaddyatthehospital.Ijustcan't

facehim.Imeani'm theonewhodidallofthese

thingstohim.Iwasboundtonotbeingabletoface

him.Howmorewillitbewhenhisawake?Ijustdo

notknowanymore.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

It'sbeen3monthsnowsinceImbusisehasbeenin

hospital.Trustme.IwillbelyingifIsayIdon'tcare

abouthim andthereisnothingIhavetowardshim.I

wouldbelyingifIsaidso.Iam sofuckenstressed

outabouthim.Ican'thelpbutfeellikeitwasmy

faultthathewasinvolvedinthecaraccident.Imean

ifIwastheretolistentohim.Wewouldn'tbeinthis

situationrightnow.Butthenagain.Histheonewho

wentonandbrokemyheartandtrust.WhatwasI

supposetodo?ThosearetheendlessquestionsI

haveinme.ButIknowIwillhealastimegoesby.

ButImisshim.Misshim alot.Hiswarm touches.

Kisses.Hugs.Hiswarm skinontopofmine.Howhe



wouldalwaysmakelovetome.MakessurethatI'm

happy.AndthereisnothingIdon'thaveinlife.How

hewouldbeuptomischiefwiththeboys.Those

pricelessmomentsnje.Theboysalsomisstheir

daddy.Somuch.Buteveryweek.Wedovisithim

youknow.Gettotalktohim.Theboyswould

obviouslyaskwhenishewakingupandallthat.And

Ihavetomakeupastory.Butyeah.Ialsotalktohim.

AbouthowIfeelandallthat.ButIdon'tpromisehim

anythingaboutusbeingbacktogether.It'salways

abouthim breakingmyheartandhowmuchIhate

thefactthatIstilllovehim still.Aftersomany

monthsofnottalking.Ijusthopehewillbefine.Plus

him beingparalyzed.Willsurelyaffecthim inthe

worstwaypossibletrustme.Imbusiseisamanthat

alwayswantstodothingsforhimselfanddepending

onnoonebuthimself.Hedoesn'tlikedependingon

anyone.Andhim beingparalyzednow.Willaffect

him trustme.Intheworstwayto.Butalsoonhis

birthday.Wespentthewholedaythere.Itwasfun

too.Butithasalsobeenhardforthepastmonths.I

gotacallfrom thehospital.Iwipedmytearsbefore

answering.



Me:LONALINAMANDLASAUL,speakinghello.

:Morningma'am.It'sfrom thehospital.Wecalledto

inform youthatDr.Stokwejustwokeup.

Myheartskippedabeat.Aftersolong.Hisfinally

awake.

Me:thankyousomuchforthefeedback.

Webidgoodbyes.Iclosedmyeyesandtears

streameddownmyface.

Me:thankyoulord.

IwipedmytearsbeforeinformingShaka.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

IopenedmyeyesandIwasatthehospital.Mybody

wassofuckenstiff.HowlonghaveIbeenhere?It

mustbealotofdays.NotforgettingthatIthoughtI

wasdead.Ithoughtitwasmylastdayonearth

whenMandlashotme.Iwouldn'tsayhewillpayfor

whathedid.No,Iwon'tavengemyself.ImeanItook

hiswife.Sowhyfightback?It'sjustgoingtobea

uselessfight.Butthedoctorcameanddidacheck



uponme.

DoctorDavid:What'syourname?

Me:Ididlosemymemorydoctor.

Henodded.Hewenttomylegs.Iwonderwhy.He

stretchedmewiththepenhehad.ButIcouldn'tfeel

anything.

Me:whatthefuck?Whycan'tIfeelmylegs?

DoctorDavid:youlostyourlegsDr.Stokwe.

Me:What?!Tellmeyourjoking?!

DoctorDavid:IwishIwasbut…

Me:getout

Isaidsofuckencalmly.

DoctorDavid:Dr.Stokwe…

Me:Isaidgetthefuckout!!

Hewalkedout.IstandingupbutIfaileddismally.

Whatthefuckishappening.Ijustgotmoreangry

andItooktheglassandthrewitagainstthewall

screaming.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYONE.

~LIYOLATHASTOKWE~

{weeklater}

Shaka:I'm losinghopenow.Imeannothingis

happening.

Lindile:andwehavebeenbeggingLonathewhole

week.

Lungiswa:weeventriedthreateningherwiththekids

butitain'thelpingatall.

Anethemba:wecan'tjustlosehopeonmybrother

guys.Wehavetogethim helpassoonaspossible.

Watchinghim inthatstate.Justbreaksmyheart

intopieces.

Lethu:wehavetokeeponBeggingLona.Nomatter

howmuchitwilltake.Beforehisbehaviorbecomes

morethenthis.Ifeellikelonawillbetheonlyoneto

talktohim.Imeansheknowshim morethenwedo.

Shecantakecareofhim.Andplusallhehasbeen



cryingaboutisLona.Andifwecan'tgethertohim

andbehisagain.Thereisnothingwecando.Alsoif

wecan'tbringbackhislegs.

Theyallshooktheirheadsgivingupnow.Imeanit's

been2weekssincemyfatherhasbeeninthisstate

becauseofme.Ifitwasneverformebeingjealous.

Wewouldbehererightnow.Myfatherwouldn'thave

beenparalyzed.MyFatherwouldn'thaveturnedout

tobeingadrunkard.Watchinghim andseeinghim in

thestatehisinisjustheartbreaking.Ineverfora

secondimaginedmyfatherbeinginthatsituation.

Becauseofmeeven.Itjustripsmyheartintopieces.

Ican'tseem toevenhavepeaceatnight.Imean.

Thisisallbecauseofme.IfInevergotjealous.My

fatherwouldstillbehappy.ButIwasselfishenough

towanthim alltomyself.WhatwasIthinking?I

meanhetoldmeoncethathewouldchosehis

happinessoveranything.WhatwasIthinkingwhenI

thoughthewouldbefine?Hewilldealwiththebreak

upthesamewayhedidatfirst?WhatwasIthinking?

Whatmademeeventhinkaboutallofthesethings.I

shouldbeashamedofmyselfrightnow.WorsepartI



alsotriedreachingouttohim.Andbehisprincess.

Buthisalsopushingmeaway.Itfeelslikeheknows

Iwastheonewhotriedtodestroythem.Guiltis

eatingme.IthinkIshouldjustconfesstoLona.

Maybethatwillhelpgetmyfatherbetter.Yesitwill.I

meanhehasbeenwantingnoonebuther.Ihaveto

fixmymistakes.Putmyprideasideandfix

everything.That'stherightthingtodo.Yesitwill

surelyhelpout.Iknowitwill.Imeanyouneverknow

unlessyoutry.Maybeitwillmakeherseethatit

wasn'tdaddy'sfaultbutMine.Andshewillfinallybe

abletoforgivehim.Yeahthat'stherightthingtodo.I

wipedmytearsbeforegettingoutofthehouse.With

them obviouslyaskingwheream Igoing.Igottomy

carandIdrovetoherhouse.IgotthereandIdid

somebreathingexercisestellingmyselfIcandothis.

ThatI'm doingthisformydaddy.Iwanthim toheal.

Iwalkedtothedoorandknocked.Sheopenedthe

doorandsighed.Igetherfrustration.Imeanmy

wholefamilyhasbeencominghereeversincelast

week.Shesurelyistirednow.Butsheletmeinany

way.Shebroughtwaterforme.SinceIaskedforit.

Shesatdown.Iclearedmythroat.



Me:thisisn'tasocialvisit.I'm sureyouknowbynow.

Shenodded.

Me:wellIwon'tlie.Webothdon'tseeeyetoeye.Well

Idon'tlikeyou.Letmerathersaysinceyouhave

nothingagainstme.AndIdo.WelltodayIcamehere

toconfessthetruth.

Shesatupstraightandgavemeherfullattention.I

clearedmythroatfiddlingwithmyhands.

Me:well.Itwasneverhisintentiontocheat.Iknow

youwouldprobablythinkthatI'm justblabbering.

AndI'm justifyinghismistakesjusttomakehim

appealgoodandlooklikehisinnocentlikehedidn't

doanything.LikeI'm tryingtocoverupforhis

mistakes.Andmakeitlikehedidn'thaveahandin

anything.Justsoyoucanforgetabouteverything

andforgivehim.ButIjustwanttotellyouthat.

EverythingI'm abouttosayisthehonesttruth.And

youwillbeabletoforgivehim.ButIwastheone

whosenthertosleepwithdaddy.

Lona:what?!

Inoddedlookingdown.



Me:trustmeI'm notproudofmydoing.ButyeahI

did.HonestlyIneverlikedyoufrom thestart.The

thingisIhavealwaysbeenjealousaboutyou.

Reasonbehindmyjealousyisbecauseeveryone

seemstoloveyou.Imeanyoudon'tevenaskfor

attentionyoualreadyhaveit.Peoplealwayspraise

howyouareandhowayoungintelligentpersonyou

are.Youwereindependentbeforetheageof25.You

neverneededamantosucceedinanything.You

alsoattractpeople.Whenpeopletalkaboutayoung

independentwoman.Theyalwaysbringyouup.How

youhaveeverything.Thebeautyandall.Thenice

lifestyle.ImeanIonceoverheardmypastboyfriend.

Saying.Howtheywishtheyhadsomeonelikeyou.A

womanwhoisindependentandstandsupfor

herselfjustlikeyoudo.Thatgottomebad.The

mainreasonwhyIhateyousomuch.Ihavealways

beenjealousofyouandhowyoucarryyourself.

Alwaysbeen.WhenIheardyoumyfathersbaby

mama.Icouldn'ttakeit.ImeanIthoughtyouwould

stealallthespotlight.Andwhichissomethingyou

did.Makingmenottolikeyoumore.Youwereable

todothingstohim thatmyownmotherhasnever



done.Hedoeseverythingforyouandthekids.

Somethingheneverdidwhenmymotherwas

around.Ithoughtwhynotdestroyyourrelationship

andhavehim alltomyselfagain.SoItookitapon

myselfandsentthewomanwhowasatthehotel

withhim,toseducehim.Ipaidhertodoeverything

inherpowertomakesurethatdaddysleepswithher.

AndIwastheonewhosentyouthevideo.Hoping

youwouldbreakupandyoudid.ButnowIrealized

mymistakes.Trustmeitwasnevermydad's

intentiontocheatonyou.Hisnottheoneatfault

here.Youshouldblamemeforeverything.Whichis

whyIam askingyoucanyoupleaseforgivehim.It

wasmyfault.Henevermeanttocheatonyou.He

lovesyousomuch.Canyoupleaseforgivehim and

goassisthim.Hereallyneedsyourhelp.Henever

meanttocheatonyou.IthasalwaysbeenMeand

myjealousy.I…

Lona:Getout.

Shesaidsocalmly.

Lona:Isaidgetthefuckout!!



Inoddedandwalkedoutcrying.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYTWO

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Ican'tbelievethisgirl.Shedidallofthisbecauseof

jealousy.Imeanhowcananotherwomanbeso

jealoustothepointwheretheydestroypeople's

hearts.Anddamagethem.Justbecauseofyour

ownselfishreasons.Imeanthereisnoneedforher

toevenbejealous.Andshejusthadtobejealous.I

meanwhatwasshethinkingofdoingthis?Why

wouldshetrytoruinsuchabeautifulthing.ButI

guessthatishowjealousyworksright?Yesthatis

howitis.Plusdidn'tshethinkaboutanyoneelsebut

herself?Whatifshelostherfather?Didshehateme

somuchtodothis?Shesawhowherdaddyhas

beenbutshestillchosetoturnablindeyeonit.Now

peoplearehurtintheprocessbecauseofher

selfishness.Wasshegoingtoevencomecleanif

Imbusisewasn'tinthissituation?Noshewasn't.She

wasjustgoingtorejoiceandbehappythatshegot



whatshewanted.Nowthatthingsturnoutforthe

worstandtheyareoutofcontrol.Shedecidedto

comecleanbecausesheknowshowmuchimpactI

haveonherfather.Thisisjustwaytomuchtotake

in.Imeanhowcanapersonbesojealous.Thatshe

endsupdoingthisdisgustingthing.Wow.Yeahwow.

Justwow.Idon'tevenknowwhattothinkordonow.

ButwhatIknowforsureisthatIam stillangryat

Imbusiseforlettingtemptationgetthebestofhim

whenhepromisedmethathewouldneverletitget

thebestofhim.I'm stillangryathim forthat.Ijust

don'tknowanymore.Ireallydon'tknow.Idonot

knowwhethertheactionsI'm abouttotakearethe

rightdecisions.Ornot.ButwhatIknowisthat.Iwill

crossthebridgewhenIgetthere.Imeanthisisthe

lastthingIcando.Yeah.ButatleastIwouldhave

tried.JustthenShakaandAmilegotin.Theylooked

atmyluggagethenme.

Them:tellmeyournotleaving?Lonapleasethink

aboutthekids.Theywillneedtheirfatherwhenthey

areold.Please.Whatexamplewillhebeiftheyhear

thathediedbecauseofalcohol?PleaseLona.Think



aboutthekids.Don'tleave.Pleasedonotgiveup

nowonhim.Heneeds.Wesorryonbehalfofhim for

whateverhedid.Lona…

Me:justhelpmewithmythingstocarandstop

beggingme.Ovayoizikhungo!!Asithamsanqele!!

Theycamefrom thekitchenrunning.

Them:letsgomommyIwanttoseedaddyalready.

ShakaandAmilelookedatmeshocked.

Me:arewegoingorwhat?Icanalwaysstayumna?I

donotmindatall.

ShakaandAmile:wegoing.

TheyhelpedmewiththebagswhileItookthekids.I

lockedthehouse.Ihavetospeaktothehouseagent.

ImeanIwon'tbelivinghereformonths.Since

Imbusise'sconditionwilltakealongtime.Idrove

behindthem tohishouse.Wegotinandtheywere

allhappytoseemeherebutLIYOLATHAwasn'there.

Iwonderwheresheis.Shakawenttoplaceluggage

andthekidsatImbusise'sroom upstairs.They

couldn'tstopthankingme.Ileftthem withkidsas



theycouldn'tseethesightoftheir.Itwilltraumatize

them.AndIwasrightbykeepingthem away.The

room wasamess.Therewerebottleseverywhere.

Hewasalsolosinghimself.Hewasthinnow.I

wipedmytears.Istartedbypickingupthebottles.

Ohhhewasfastasleepsnoring.Hewasnotthe

handsomeImbusiseIknow.Iwentoutsideand

threwthem away.Iwenttothekitchenandworean

apronbeforetakingcleaningequipments.Iwentto

theroom andIopenedthewindowsjusttogetridof

thebadsmellinhere.Hejustcoveredhimself.I

shookmyheadbeforecleaning.Itwascleannow.I

wenttoplacethethingsaway.Iwalkedbacktothe

room andwokehim up.

Me:Imbusise

Isaidshakinghim roughly.Hejustgroaned.

Imbusise:Isaidyouguysshouldleavemethefuck

alone.Idon'tknowwhatyoustilldoinginmyhouse.

Iboughtthishousewithmyownhardearnedmoney.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:Imbusisewakeup!!



Imbusise:Ievenhearhervoiceinmydreams.Imust

reallybegoingcrazy.Noalcoholisnotforallofus

again.Again.Whywillshebehere?ImeanIhurther.

Imeanshealsodumpedme.Shewantsnothingto

dowithmerightnow.whatwasIthinkingoflettinga

bitchtemptme.Iwillhavetofightyeah.butI'm sure

shehasalreadymovedonnow.whywouldshehold

ontoaCheater?…

ICouldn'tTakeitanymore.Ijuststormedout.

Me:noIcan'tdoitanymore.Ican't.

Theylookedatmewithpitywrittenallovertheir

faces.TheycalmedmedownasIwascrying.They

managedtoencouragemeagain.Inoddedand

sighedbeforegoingbacktotheroom.Iwentto

prepareabathforhim.WhenIwasdoneIwentback

toroom.Iwokehim up.

Imbusise:aaaa

(no,no)

Me:Imbusisevuka.

(Imbusisewakeup)



Doyouthinkheresponded?Ijustpulledthecovers.

Hegroanedsquintinglookingatme.

Imbusise:Mamie.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:wakeupsothatyoucantakeabath.Youreek

alcohol.Didyouevenseehowuglyyoubecoming

becauseofit.

Imbusise:lookMamieIwillbefine.Youdonothave

todothis.Icantakecareofmyselfperfectlyfine…

Me:yeahyouright.Idon'thavetodothis.Idonot

evenfeellikebeinginthesameroom asyou.Doyou

thinkIwanttobehere!?NoIdon'tImbusise!…

Imbusise:then…

Me:shutokay!?Shutup?!Nowyoulistentome!I

hatebeinginthesameroom asyouareasitstill

remindsmeofwhatyoudidtome!Doyouthinkit's

easy!?Noitisn't.Aswespeaknow!Istillhavethe

fleshbacksofwhatyoudid!Istilldo!Butthanksto

thepersonwhodidthiscameupfrontandtoldme

whattheydid!AndImanagedtofeellesspainbutit



won'tjustifywhatyoudid!Fornotfightingtheurge!

ButIalsogotitthatwasboundtohappenbecause

ofkarma!Ishouldhaveexpectedit!Butwepass

that!Idon'tunderstandwhyyoustillhaveafucken

egowhenyourfuckenfamilyistryingtobetherefor

you!Youkeeponpushingeveryoneaway!Telling

yourselfthatyouaremanenough!What!?What!?

Yourmanenough!?FuckthatImbusise!Doyouhear

me!?Fuckthatandyourego!Whenyouneedhelp

youdon'tdothis!Justbecauseyouhavealways

dependedonyourself!Doyouknowhowfucken

stressedouttheyhavebeenbecauseofwhatyou

doing!?Them doingeverythingintheirpowerjustto

makesureyoufine!Allyouknowisalcohol!Pushing

them away!ThiswholefuckenweekImbusise!

Wholefuckenweek!Theyhadtocomebeggingto

me!Theyhadtocomeandbegmetocomeandtake

cakeofyou!Doyouknowhowharditwastowatch

them desperatethewaytheywere!?Theywereeven

startingtolosehope!I'm theyhavealreadytold

themselvesthattheywillloseyou!Igetityouwere

heartbroken!ButstillImbusise!Youcouldhave

dealtwitheatinadifferentway!Iseehowfucken



depressedyouare!Butyoushouldhavedonebetter!

Imeanyougrownassman!I'm onlydoingthisnot

becauseofyouoreme!Yandiva!?I'm onlydoingthis

formykidsbecausetheywillneedtheirfathermore

thentheywillwithme!Whowillbetheretoteach

them manhoodandall!Whowill!?Nowyouwilldo

asIsayyoushoulddo!I'm sickandtiredofyou!…

Imbusise:LinaI'm sorry.I'm sorryokay!?I'm…

Ishookmyheadandwejustletoutpainfulsobs

together.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYTHREE

~SHAKASTOKWE~

Lungiswa:Ijusthopeshewillbeabletotakecareof

him.Didyouseehowshewas?

Weallnoddedandsighed.ImeanImbusise'smatter

isgettingtous.It'saffectingallofusinaway.But

wehavefaithinLona.

Lindile:shewillbeabletotakecareofhim.Imean…

WeheardLonashoutingathim.Welookedateach

other.Mbangiwantedtogotherewhensheheard

herfriendbreakingdown.Butweheldherbackand

shookourheads.Hearingherspeakinglikethat.

Brokeallofus.Imeanitdidwithmepersonally.

Imagineyourwomantalkinglikethattoyou.Like

theygivinguponyou.Ithurts.Worseparthervoice

saidalot.ThankGodXhantitookthekidsforaswim.

Itwentquietwiththeirbuttheirpainfulsobs.Trust

meitwashardhearingthem.



Amile:don'tyouthinkIshouldgointhere?Justto

checkuponthem?

Weshookourheads.

Me:let'sratherstayawayandgivethem timeto

themselvesbaby.Theyreallyneedit.

Theothersnodded.Shenoddedtosittingdown.

Phumeza:nowwhatIdon'tunderstandiswhatdid

Imbusisedothatissobig.

Us:theyarebothhidingit.

Weshookourheads.

Anethemba:itmustbereallybig.ImeanIneversaw

them sobrokenbefore.

Lindile:hopefullyLonahelpinghim willhelpthem

regainwhattheyhad.Ilovehowtheywere.They

sharedabeautifulunion.Theymadeeachotherso

happywithouteventrying.

Lungiswa:IlovehowmuchimpactLonahasonhim.

Hehasbeenathishappiest.

Weallagreedwiththem.Wecontinueddiscussing



them.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Whatshesaidtomeandhowshespoke.Brokeme

intopieces.Idon'twanttolie.Shereallywashurt.

Didshereallyhavetospeaklikethatformeto

realizethethingsthatI'm doingarewrong.ButI

havebeensofuckendepressed.Imaginelosingyour

wifeandyourlegsatthesametime.Itjustwayto

much.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.Imeanyouusedto

thesethingsandyoujustlosethem inablinkofan

eye.Trustmeit'sthemostpainfulthingever.

Especiallywhenyouareatfault.ButI'm gladsheis

hereasshehasbeentheonlypersonwhoIhave

beenlongingfor.Andthiswillgivemethe

opportunitytofixeverythingthatImadewrong.Iwill

rightmywrongsandgetachancetowinherback.

Butitwon'tbeeasy.Mamieissofuckenstubborn.

Andshewillsurelygivemeahardtime.Buther

beingheremeansthatshestilllovesmeright?

Meaningchancesofmewinningheroverarehigh.I

willjustworkmycharms.Plusthisismywoman.I



meanIknowallhersoftspots.Whatmakesher

happyandall.ButIwillgivehertimenow.Justto

cooloff.Soafterouremotionalbreakdown.She

helpedmeoffthebed.SomethingwhichIhate.

Trustmethesemomentsaresofucken

embarrassing.Idonotwishthistomyworstenemy.

Imaginenotbeingabletouseyourlegs.Whenyou're

usedtohavingthem.Andnowsomeoneelsehasto

doeverythingforyou.It'sjustembarrassing.Bruises

youregoasman.Ihateeveryminuteofthis.She

tookmetothebathroom.Shegavememy

toothbrush,Colgateandacupofwater.Ibrushed

myteethwithusstealingglancesateachotherhere

andthere.Wellshewasjuststartingatme.

Lona:shouldIhelpyouwithyourfacecream?

SheaskedwhenIwasdone.

Me:noit'sfineIwillapplyitformyself.

Sherolledhereyes.

Lona:quitbeingstubbornImbusise.Webothcansee

thatyounotintheenergyto.Isaidgetridofyour

ego.



Me:Ilovethefactthatyouknowihaveone.

SheclickedhertongueandIchuckled.Shehelped

mewithit.Shegotdonebeforehelpingmetakeoff

myclothes.

Me:funuCamaqala.

(Iwanttopeefirst)

Shenodded.Shehelpedmepee.Iwassmiling

lookingatherandshewassodamnseriouslooking

atmewiththecornerofhereyes.Gotdoneandgot

inthewater.AfterthatlotionedandshemadeMe

wearwarm pyjamaswhichwerebrandnew.Iguess

sheboughtthem.Shechangedthebeddingbefore

gettingmeinbed.Shewassofuckentired.

Me:thereisnoneedforyoutodothisMamie.You

looktired.

SheshookherheadandInodded.

Mamie:Iwillmakeyousomethingtoeatsolong.So

thatyoucantakeyourpills.Iwillbeback.

Inodded.Shewalkedout.Iclosedmyeyesand

restedonthepillow.IthinkIfellasleepbecauseshe



wokemeup.

Mamie:wakeupsothatyoucaneat.Thenyoucan

sleep.

Inodded.Shefedmeeventhoughtherewasn'ta

needto.Butshedidanyway.Wegotdoneandshe

gavemepills.Idrankthepills.

Mamie:takeanap.

Me:canIseetheboys?It'sbeenawhile.I'm sure

theymissmetoonow.

Mamie:theyareoutwithxhanti.Ifyouawakebythe

timetheyareback.Iwillcomewiththem here.

Shesaidsmiling.Ialsonoddedsmiling.

Mamie:nowtakeanap.Iwillwashthelaundryso

longandmakesupper.

Me:whyareyouoverworkingyourself?Icanalways

hiresomeonetohelpyou.

Sheshookherheadsmiling.

Mamie:Ihaveeverythingundercontrol.Thisis

nothing.Iwillmanageeverything.Don'tworry



yourself.Nowhaveanap.Andyourfamilysaysthey

willcomeandseeyounextweeknow.

InoddedandsighedthinkingabouthowItreated

them.

Me:Ihavetoapologizetothem.

Shenodded.

Mamie:youhaveto.It'stherightthingtodo.They

werereallystressedoutaboutyou.

Inodded.Shealsonoddedonceagainbefore

walkingout.Isighed.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYFOUR

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Igotdonewiththelaundrybeforepreparingdinner.I

willlettheclothes/sheetsdryoutforthenight.The

kidscamebackandtheyweresohyperactive.Did

Xhantireallyhavetogivethem sweetthings.Iwill

givethem panado.I'm sofuckentired.ImeannowI

havetotakecareof3babies.ButIplacethem on

thecounterwhileIwascooking.Theyweretelling

mewhattheydid.Andtheyweretalkingatthesame

time.Icouldn'tevenhearwhattheyweresaying.But

theywouldlaughhereandthere.AndIwouldalso

finditassumingandlaugh.

Me:youguyshadagreattime?

Theynoddedsmiling.

Ovayo:nowwewanttoseedaddy.

Me:gotohim.Hisintheroom heredownstairs.

Isaidplacingthem down.Theyranawayscreaming



andgiggling.ThesetwoMara.Everytimetheygiggle

andscream arejustthemostpricelessmoments

ever.It'salwaysfeelsgoodlisteningtothem.It'sthe

bestsoundever.Trustme.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ifeltwetkissesleftallovermyface.Andgiggles.

Nextthingitwasjumpingontopofthebedscreams

and'daddy'.BeforeIcouldevenopenmyeyes.I

alreadyknewthatitwasmyson's.Oneoffthem

slappedmewhiletheotheropenedmyeye.Iopened

them andclosedthem again.

Them:aaahdaddy!!

Theysaiddoingitagain.Idonotthinkthese2getit

thattheirhandsslaphard.Theyalsoleftwetkisses

allovermyfaceagain.Iopenedmyeyesandlooked

atthem.Theyjumpedontopoffthebedclapping

theirhandsscreamingandgiggling.Ilaughedat

them.Theirmothergotinlaughingto.Shehelped

mesitupstraight.

Lona:supperisalmostdone.Hopeyouhungry.I



madeyourfavorite.

Me:mpokoqo?

Sheshookherheadsmiling.

Me:dombo?

(Steamedbread?)

Shenoddedsmiling.Ilookedathersmilingtoo.

Me:canyougetdonealready?

Shelaughed.

Mamie:I'm almostdone.Ijustputinthedouwinthe

stew.

Inoddedsmilingexcitedly.Shesurelyknowshowto

makemehappywithouteventrying.Sheusually

cooksmyfavoritemealswhenI'm angryather.And

shejustmadeittoday.Withoutmeevenasking.I

surelymessedupprettybadhere.ImeanhowcanI

besostupid.HowcanIplaywithaQueenlikeher.

Sheneverforasecondgavemeareasontodoubt

theloveshehasforme.Neithermademeinsecure

aboutanything.Ireallymesseduphere.Ishouldfix

thingsbeforeit'stoolate.Ineedtobethereason



behindherhappinessagain.ButIstillhavetogive

hertime.

Mamie:otherwiseIwasjustcheckinguponyouguys.

Inoddedsmiling.Shealsosmiledwalkingout.My

son'sjumpedontopofmewhileIwasstilllookingat

theirmother.Iheldthem bothandgavethem kisses

allovertheirfaces.Theycouldn'tstopgiggling.I

laughedlettinggooffthem.Theycalmeddownand

lookedatmesmiling.It'sliketheytelleachother

whattodonext.Itbecomesworsethattheylook

alike.Ishruggedlookingatthem.Theyalso

shrugged.See?Ishruggedagainandtheysighed

theycametositontopofme.

Ovayo:thenbungavukwena?

(whydidn'tyouwakeup?)

Theylookedatmesulking.Ialsosulked.

Me:bendifile.

(Iwasdead9

Them:bufile?

(youweredead?)



Inoddedandtheygasped.Welaughed.

Them:wemissedyoudaddy.

Me:daddymissedyouguystoo.ButI'm backnow

daddyisn'tgoinganywhere.Okay?

Theynoddedshowingtheirteeth.

Me:whathaveyouguysbeenupto?Howitisat

school?

Asi:soboring.

Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:butyouguyshavetolearn.

Theytoldmeatthesametimewhattheteachersare

doingwiththem.Icouldn'tevenpickuphalfofwhat

theysaying.ButIwouldaskthem questionstowhat

theytellingme.IneverrealizedtillnowhowmuchI

actuallymissedthesemomentswithmysons.I

can'tbelieveIalmostgaveupinlife.ForgettingthatI

stillhavethesetheselittlechaps.ButIpromisetobe

abetterfathernow.Anddotherightthingsformy

sons.Ican'tbeselfishandletthem notgrowupwith

afather.Meaningihavetofightandbeabetterman.



Now.NotjusttowinLonaoverbutforthese2little

soulswhoaretheirfatherssons.Myphotocopies.

Me:Iloveyouguys.

Theysmiledlookingatme.

Them:iloveyoudaddy.

IlaughedbeforeIkissedboththeirforehead.They

stoodupandkissedminetoo.Buttheybumpedinto

eachother.Theylookedateachotherfrowning.We

laughed.JustthenMamiegotinwithdinner.The

twinswantedmetofeedthem asalways.

Mamie:Iwillplaceourfoodinthewarmersolong.

Inodded.Shewalkedoutandcamebackagain.We

fedthetwinsfirsttogether.Andtheycouldn'tstop

talking.Wewerelisteningtothem basically.

…

…

{1weeklater}

Lona:sinceyoubacktoyouroldshapeagain.Except

forthemuscleandthesixpackaregone.Youhavea



bellynow.

Igaveheradeadstareandshelaughed.Ialso

endeduplaughing.Thekidswereatschoolandshe

waswheelingmearoundtheblock.Justforsome

freshair.

Me:Iregreteversayingyoushouldlearnhowtocook.

Youtheonethatismakingeatalot.Womaninthe

morningit'salwayspapwithyou.Afternoonyou

makemeeattwice.NotevenhealthythingsMamie.

Intheevening.It'salwaysthesenicedishes

everyday.IshouldhavetoldEmihletoteachyouhow

tocook.NowIshouldhitthegym again.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Mamie:it'snotthatbad.ImeanitshowsI'm treating

yougood.

Me:Isecondthat.

Welaughed.Wegottotheparkhereandshesat

downonthegrassinfrontofme.

Mamie:anyway.SinceIknowhowmuchstubborn

youare.



SherolledhereyesandIlaughed.

Mamie:butyesterdaywhenIwasgone?

Inodded.

Mamie:Iactuallywenttothehospital.Igotsome

fitnesstrainingthings.Whatthephysicaltherapist

wouldhavedonewithyou.Alltheinformation.And

thenewdiet.

Inodded.

Mamie:soIgoteverythingthere.Andsinceyouhave

anindoorgym.Itwasabounce.Pointis.Tomorrow

westarttoexercisejusttohelpregainyourlegs

fasteryouknow.

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:thatwillhelpmealot.ButIreallydon'twantyou

tooverworkyourself.ImeanIcantryitwitha

professionalphysicaltherapist.

Shelaughed.

Mamie:webothknowthat,thatwillneverworkwell.

Weburstoutlaughing.



Me:finebyme.I'm sickandtiredofsittinghere.

Anyway.Ineedafavorfrom you.

Shenodded.

Me:Iwillneedyoutocheckupwithmyhospitaland

thefirm.Justtomakesurethateverythingisstill

fine.Idonotwantthem tosufferwhileI'm gone.It's

hardtopickupfrom aloss.

Shenodded.

Mamie:Iwillgetonwithitthen.ButIwillbemore

focusedonthefirm sinceit'sobviouslywhatIknow.

Me:andwhatyouhavealwayswantedtodo.Being

yourownboss.

Shenoddedsmilingandsighed.

Mamie:pitythatIcan'tfulfillthatdream anymore.

Ishruggedandshelaughed

Mamie:whatdoyouthinkIhavebeeneatingthese

pastmonths.

Ilookedatherandwelaughed.

Me:yoohLinangozxakekisa.



(Linaandgettingthemselvesinstickysituations.)

Welaughed.Iknowhowmuchshehasalways

wantedtoownherownFirm.SoIwillhavetomake

aplanandmakesurethatherdreamsarefullfilled

nomatterwhat.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYFIVE

~SESONASAUL~

MeandEmihlewalkedinatMike'sKitchenordered

andgotourfood.Lonashouldbehereto.Butshe

hasbusylately.Iwonderwithwhatbecausethelast

timeIcheckedsheisn'tworkingyet.Butwejustlet

herbe.Imeanwecanalwayspickupforthese

moments.Sheain'tgoinganywhere.Butwewillvisit

herandjustcheckuphowsheisafterourlunchtime

withmysisterinlaw.

Emihle:whenlastdidIgoout

Welaughed.

Me:wherearethekids?

Shesighed.

Emihle:theyhavingadaddy'sandkidsdayout.

Apparentlymommyisn'tallowed.Eventheyoungest

doesn'twantme.Kids.



Weburstoutlaughing

Me:mustbenice.

Emihle:youandyourwhite?

Weburstoutlaughing.Ilookedatherandheldmy

mouthbecausepeoplewerelookingatus.

Me:thingsaregreat.Butwestillfuckbuddies.

MoguyseesthatIhavefeelingsforhim buthe

doesn'tseem bothered.Hestillstickingtothesame

oldruleswehad.

Isaidandsighed.Sheshookherhead.

Emihle:whyain'tyoumakingthefirstmove?SESONA

yousofuckold.

Igaveheradeadstareandwelaughedagain.

Emihle:I'm seriousSkwiza.Imeanit'sbeenayear

now.It'sthe21stcentury.Thingschange.Youcan't

relayonamantomakethefirstmoveifyoulove

him.Whatifseriousonestakehim awayfrom you

andyouregretyourselflateron.

Isighedlookingather.



Me:Iwishitwasthateasyhey.TrustmeIwantto

makethefirstmovebutI'm scaredtoruinwhatI

haveandlosehim forgood.

Emihle:simplethen.Givehim acoloured.

Ilookedatherlostsippingonmywine.Sherolled

hereyes.

Emihle:getpregnantfool.

Shesmackedmyheadslightly.Weburstout

laughing.

Me:WowEmihlewow.SoyoubasicallysayingI

shouldtraphim?

Shenoddedeatingherfood.

Emihle:imaginehowcutethebabywillbewithyour

featuresandStephen'sfeatures.Verycutelittle

coloured.Plusit'salwayshardtoleavebabymama's.

Hewon'tevenwantotherwomen.Menthesedays

lovechildren.

Ilookedather.

Me:youright.Doyouthinkitwillwork?



Shenodded.

Emihle:mostdefinitelyitwill.Tofastenupthe

process.DowhatImbusisedidtoLona.

Welookedateachotherandlaughed.Icouldn't

believethatsheactuallysaidthat.

Me:noIwantittocomenaturally.Iwilljustsaywe

shouldstopusingcondomsandIwillstopusingthe

morningafter.

Shenodded.

Me:thingsbetweenyouandOkuhle?

Emihle:youdoknowthathewillalwaysbemybaby.

ShesangthelastpartandIsmiled.

Me:you2loveeachotherthatmuchdon'tyou.

Emihle:alot.Butsipha'smotherhasbeenaproblem.

Ishrugged.Andshesighed.

Emihle:shewouldcometothehousedrunkandstart

swearingus.Ibeathertothepulponce.

Sheshookherhead.AndIlaughedatherfacial



expression.Itwaslikeshewasgivingup.

Me:what'swrong?

Emihle:nothing.ButI'm sickandtiredofher.Okuhle

filedaprotectionorderagainstherandshecameto

thehousestill.IletherbesinceOkuhlewasholding

meback.Butwealwaysmakesurethatourboy

doesn'tseeher.Imeancan'tshebematuredenough

aboutthesethings?Andletustalkasadults.

Icouldseehowthisisgettingtoher.Weshookour

headsandcontinueddiscussingafewthings.While

wewereatit.Somethingcaughtmyeyeinthefar

corner.ItwasStephenandhisbrothersallcosywith

othergirls.Hewasevenkissingher.Rhaaundiqeli

dosskanyoko.IstoodupbothmeandEmihle.We

walkedovertohim.Helookedupatusandthegirl

fell.Wepulledhim byhisshirt.Westartedbeating

him up.Rhaacifanbaungubanilo?

(whodoeshethinkheis?)

Wewerebrokenupbypolicemen.

Me:I'm notdonewithyou.JouMAsepuss.



Emihle:bloodyfool.

Thepolicetookusawaywithuskickingthem.

Stephenwastakenawaywithanambulance.Wedid

him good.ButI'm donewithhim.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYSIX

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

WewenthomewhenIgotacallfrom Amilethatthey

arethere.Wegotinandtheyweresohappytosee

uslikethis.Greetingswereexchangedandall.

Imbusise:firstofallbeforeanythingelse.Iwouldlike

toapologizetoyouforthewayItreatedyouforthe

pastfewweeks.Itwastotallywrongofme.Justthat

youknowit'shard…YouknowwhatImean.Butyeah

Ireallyam sorryguys.Ireallydidn'tmeanto.

Theyallcametohughim.Itwassuchandemotional

momenttowatch.Theywereallevencryingforthat

matter.ButIdon'tblamethem though.Afterthe

emotionalbreakdown.Weallsatdownatthe

lounge.

Oyama:whereisLIYOLATHAIwashopingtoseeher

here?

Me:shehasn'tbeenhereeversinceIcame.



Imbusise:whendidshedisappear?

Anethemba:thelasttimeIsawherwaswhenshe

stormedoutofhere.

Theothersagreedwithhim.

Shaka:shehasbeenoffishthesedays.

Lethu:IthoughtIsawthesamething.

Shaka:butnoneedtoworrytanci.Iwilllookforher.

Surelysheisn'tfar.

Imbusisenodded.

Imbusise:thatgirlstressesthefuckoutofme

sometimes.

Welaughed.

Shaka:sheisinMotherwell

Weallraisedaneyebrowlookingathim andhe

nodded.

Imbusise:oohhermotherlivesthere.Surelyshewent

toher.

T.O:whatarelief.



Mbangijustburstoutlaughinglookingatherphone.

Shewasevenintears.

Phumeza:ndaycaphukelakeintoyalomthana

yohlekanjeakhale.

(Ihatethischild'sthingofherjustlaughingand

crying)

WeAlsolaughed.Mbangilookedatherholdingin

herlaughwipinghertears.Weburstoutlaughing.

Shegavemeherphoneandsheclickedplay.Itwas

avideoofSESONAandEmihlebeatingupStephen.

Mymouthwasleftwipeopen.IlookedatMbangi.

Amile:theygotarrestedandStephenisatthe

hospitalaswespeak.Probablyfightingforhislife.I

giveittoyoursisters.

T.O:whatdidtheydo?

Sheshowedthem thevideo.

Imbusise:yenzentonilechap?Yabonayenaemihle

andiyothuki.Ngulowafunubethababymamaka

Okuhlecourt.Yesesuncontrollablelowa.

YakhumbulakuzealeqeOkuhlengemela.



(whatdidthisguydo?I'm notshockedbywhat

emihleisdoing.Sheusthesamepersonwho

wantedtohitOkuhleatcourt.Sheisso

uncontrollable.Rememberwhenshechasedokuhle

aroundwithaknife?)

Them:Hai!herhusband?

Wenoddedbeforeweburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:butaaayifaninoSESONAle.

(butnothisdoesnotlooklikeSESONA)

Welaughed.

Mbangi:Stephenthewhiteguy?

Theynodded.

Mbangi:isinaSituationshipwithSESONA.Theynot

officialyet.Butit'sbeenayearnow.SoStephen

wenttoMike'sKitchenwithhisbrothersandsome

girls.SESONAandEmihlesawthem andthey

attackedStephen.Basicallyshewasjealousand

theysaythegirlwasalreadyonthefloorwhowas

sittingontopofStephen.WhenhesawSESONA.

Welaughed.



Lungiswa:whywasshebeatinghim uplikethat.Like

theyareinaseriousrelationshiporsomething?

Me:theproblem is.Sheloveshim.Butsheisscared

tomakethefirstmove.

Zukhanye:whydidn'tshemakethefirstmoveifshe

does?

Xhanti:manjaloamamedimfe.Baskebacifanbasizo

nukisaxabesithanda.Ngafikaikwanguyeozene

term andconditions.

(that'showgirlsare.Theyalwaysthinkwewillsmell

itwhentheyloveus.Italsomightbethatsheisthe

onewhocameupwiththeterm andconditions)

Weburstoutlaughing.Hewastalkingdeepinhis

thoughtslikehishurt.

Imbusise:ezikati

(thesecats)

Welookedathim holdinginourlaughssmiling.

Imbusise:bazikatimoc

(theyarecats)



Wecouldn'tholditin.Wejustburstoutlaughing.

OohTatam welenkosiyam.

(thefatherofthetwins,mygod)

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYSEVEN

~OKUHLESAUL~

Afteradaywellspentwithmykids.Idecidedtogo

athomesinceIfiguredthatEmihlemightbeoutthe

wholedaywithmysisters.That'swhattheyusually

dowhentheyaretogether.Thekidsraninbutthe

smallestcouldn'teventhoughhealsowantedto.I

meanheseeshissiblings.Wellemihlegavebirthto

ababyboy.4monthsback.OnMarch.Andheis

growingsofast.Hisevenbignow.Imeanmeand

hismotherfeedhim alot.Wegotinthehouseand

mymom tookhim from me.WesatdownafterI

greetedthem.

Dad:uphimamabonamhlanje?

(whereistheirmothertoday?)

Me:shewentoutwithSESONA.

Mom:oohndithenqauyaphiephumaaphalowo.

Cifanbauyakwelabululakhe.



(Iwonderedwhereshewasgoingwhenshewent

out.Ithoughtshewasgoingtoherwhite)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Dad:sewusukaulibonawena?

(haveyoueverseenhim?)

Ishookmyhead.

Me:bandibonisapicturesqhanosisterbakhe.

(theyonlyshowmehispictureswithhersisters.)

Weshookourheads.WecontinuedchattingandI

gotacallfrom thepolicestation.Myparentslooked

atme.

Me:policestationnumber.

TheyshruggedandIalsoshruggedanswering

anyway.

:goodthingyouanswered.

Me:Emihle!?

Emihle:Baby.

Me:whatareyoudoingatapolicestation.Whereis



yourphone.

Sheclearedherthroat.

Emihle:Igotarrested.

Me:emihle!

Iwarned.Myparentswerelookingatme.

Emihle:Itain'tthatbadbaby.

Me:itain'tthatbadbutyougotarrestedemihle?

Whatdidyoudo?

Iheldmyforehead.

Emihle:thethingis.We…

Me:youandwho?

Emihle:SESONA.

Me:SESONAtoo?

Myparentslookedatmeshocked.

Emihle:webeatedhim upandgotarrested.Nowwe

can'tgetaholdofLonatocomeandbailusout.So

canyoupleasetryher.

Iclosedmyeyesandshookmyhead.Thiswoman



willsendmetoanearlygraveIswear.

Me:I'm onmyway.

Idisconnectedandclickedmytongue.

Them:whatdidtheydo?

Me:theybeatsomeoneup.

Weshookourheads.

Mom:wewillstayherewiththekids.Gogetyour

othersistersolong.

Inodded.Ikissedmykidsforeheadsbeforewalking

out.IdrovetoLona'shousesinceIcouldn'tget

aholdofherandwhenIgotthere.Iwasmetbya

whiteslivinghere.Whatthefuck?IthoughtIshould

tryImbusise'shouse.Iwentthereandshewasthe

oneopeningthedoor.

Me:whatthefuckbro?Ihadtogoaroundthewhole

PElookingforyou.TheembarrassmentIgotwhenI

wasmetbywhitesatyourgate.

Shelaughed.

Lona:didn'ttherentstellyouthatImovedinhere



now?

Ishookmyheadlookingather.

Lona:youknowImbusise'ssituationright?

Me:ooh.Becauseofthatright?

Shenodded.

Me:howishenow?

Lona:hisgettingthere.Hisevenbacktohisold

shapenow.Tomorrowwestartingtherapy.

Ilookedathersmiling.

Me:youlovehim don'tyou?

Sherolledhereyeswalkingaway.Ilaughedwalking

behindher.Wewalkedthroughtheloungeand

Imbusise'sfamilywashere.Theylaughedlookingat

me.

Them:MacGyvermfazwakho

(yourwifeisMacGyver)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:nowyouneedalawyertobailthem out?



Inodded.

Me:Iwouldn'tbehere.

Welaughed.Ihandshakedthem all.

Lona:let'sgo.Ihavealreadydoneeverything.They

areexpectingusincourtinafew.

Me:whatdoyouknowaboutthiskindoflaw?

Sherolledhereyes.

Lona:who'smymansagain?

Us:yey!!

Welookedathershocked.Imbusisehadhisteeth

outsmiling.Weburstoutlaughing.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYEIGHT

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Me:justjoking

Isaidwalkingoutwithmybriefcaseandgown.They

allburstoutlaughing.I'm sureImbusiseisgivingme

adeadstarenowasIcouldfeeleyespiercing

throughmyskin.AfterafewminutesOkuhle.We

drovetocourtandwegotin.Theywerebroughtin

andIlaughedatthem.Stephen'sbrotherswerered

withanger.

Okuhle:ababomvu

(theyarered)

Welaughed.Iwenttothefront.WellImbusise

briefedmeonhowcase'slikethesework.Injustan

hour.HopefullyIwillgetthem bailout.Thecourt

casestarted.Trustmeitwashard.Theysurelygot

thebestlawyerhere.Iwasevenlosinghopenow.

Buttheyendedupbeingbailedout.HowhappyIwas.



Imeanthisismyfirsttimedealingwiththingslike

this.I'm sodamnproudofmyselfrightnow.We

wenthome.

Mom:whydidyoubeatsomeoneup?

Theysighedandsatdown.

Sesona:justgotmadwhenIsawStephenkissing

anotherwoman.Nxx.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Dad:heisalreadycheatingonyou?Itoldyouabout

thiswhiteguyofyours.

Welaughed.

Sesona:atleastwetaughthim alesson.Hisevenat

thehospitalnow.

Us:SESONA

Sheshruggedlookingatherfist.

Okuhle:wenangenaphikwifightzakhaSESONA?

(wheredoyougetinwithSESONA'sfights?)

Emihle:justteachinghim alesson.



Okuhleshookhisheadlookingather.Welaughed.

Mom:howisImbusise?

Me:hisimproving.Backtohisoldshapenow.

Tomorrowwestartingwiththerapy.Hopefullyby

nextyearhewillbeonhisfeetagain.

Theynodded.

Dad:isheusedtobeingtakencareof.Imbusisehas

amuchmorebiggeregothenIdo.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:yeah.Wellatfirstitwasawkwardforhim.ButI

canseenowthathisadjustingverywellto

everything.

Sesona:theboys?

Me:thosearenaughtyasever.ButwhenIam busy

withtheirfather.Iwasplacethem intheirplayroom

andtheywouldplayforhoursthereandcome

downstairswhentheyarehungry.

Theynodded.Wecontinuedtalking.ButIhadtogo.I

tookacabsinceIwasusingOkuhle'scaratfirst.I

gotathomeandtheboyswerewatchingTVwith



theirfather.Ismiledlookingatthem.Imbusisewas

busywithhisphoneyena.

Me:I'm back

Theysmiledlookingatme.Ikissedtheboys.

Them:daddytomommy.

Me:him what?

Them:kiss

Theygiggled.IlookedImbusiseandhewassmiling.

Iknowhedidsomething.Irolledmyeyesandgave

him apeckbuthecapturedmylipsinhis.Hekissed

mebutIdidnotrespond.Hebitmylip.Imoaned

beforekissinghim.Thekidsweregigglingall

excitedly.

~SESONASAUL~

ThefollowingmorningIwokeupanddidthelaundry.

Myparentswenttothemall.Igotdoneandtooka

shower.IgotdoneandItookintheclothesthat

weredry.Itwasn'talotoflaundrysinceit'sonlythe

threeofus.MyparentscamebackwhileIwasstill



foldingtheclothes.Igotdoneandwenttounpack

thegroceries.

Dad:SESONA!

Me:Tata!?

Mom:iza!

(come)

Ipouredallthericeinthebucketbeforegoingtothe

loungeonlytobemetbyStephentheretoo.We

reallydidanumberonhim.

Dad:hishereforyou.Wegoingtoyourauntsplace

now.

Inodded.Mom wenttotheroom andcameback

beforetheywentaway.

Me:whatdoyouwanthere?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Stephen:lookbaby…

Me:mynameisSESONA.

Henodded



Stephen:SESONAwhateverhappenedyesterday.I

didn'tmeanforittohappen.Ialsodidnotknowthat

youwouldhaveaproblem withmehavingother

women.BecausethelasttimeIcheckedwerefuck

buddies.

Me:yeahatleastyoushouldhavetoldmeaboutthis

Stephen.Notjustmeseeingyouatarestaurant

kissingotherpeople.Don'twecommunicatehere?

Didn'tweagreeoncommunicating?

Helookeddown.

Stephen:lookSESONAI'm sorry.

Me:howmanyotherpeoplewerefuckingwithexcept

forme?

Stephen:nooneelse.Iswear.Mybrotherwould

alwayshookmeupwithgirlsbutIwouldalwaysturn

them down.

Me:andyouexpectmetobelievethat?

Stephen:whenwillIgettimetodoallofthosethings

whenI'm alwayswithyouSESONA?

Me:notalwayshowdoyouexpecttoknowwhatyou



uptowhenyouout?

Stephen:butIalwaystalktoyou.Whyareyoueven

actinglikeafuckenjealousgirlfriendSESONA.I

don'tevenknowwhyIcameheretoapologizeat

firstbecausewenotevendating.

Me:becauseIloveyouStephenokay!Iloveyou

dammit!Can'tyouseethesigns?!

Stephen:what?

Inoddedwipingmytears.Hesaidinalowtone.

Me:yeah.Ihavebeenhidingitformonthsnow

Stephen.Ijustcouldn'taffordtolosetheperfect

thingwehave.ThatswhyInevertoldyouaboutthis.

Wellmaybewhenyoualreadysnoringholdingme

tightly.

Wesmiledlookingateachotherandlaughing.

Me:butyeah.AndIjustlovedthewayyoutreatedme.

YoutreatedmelikeI'm alreadyyourwoman.Made

surethateverymorningIam alrightandatnight.

Sendmeflowersandchocolateseverynowandthen.

Howdidyouexpectmetofeel?Icaughtfeelings



alongtheway.Yeahthereistruth.

Hesmiledandcametokneeinfrontofme.Hetook

outasmallboxandopenedit.Itwasring.Myeyes

poppedlookingathim withtearssparklinginmy

eyes.Hewipedthem smiling.Heflinchedinpain.

Stephen:Iknowitmightbetosoon.ButyeahIwas

waitingforyoutofinallytellmehowmuchyouloved

me.Ialwayslovedyou.From themomentIsawyou.

Butyou'vealwayswantedustobefuckbuddies.

WhichIletitbe.SinceIfiguredyoumightnotbe

readytoasyoualsosaidso.Ididandtreatedyou

thewayItreatedyoubecauseIwantedyoutoalso

catchfeelingsforme.Andbeinlovewithme.The

samewayIhavealwaysbeenwithyou.Andyoudid.

Whathappenedyesterdaywasn'tamistake.Isaw

youattherestaurantandkissedheronpurpose.I

wantedtoseeyourreaction.Toconfirm ifyoulove

meornot.IguessIreallyam inlovewithablackgirl.

Girlyoubeattheshitoutofme.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Stephen:butyeah.Ididn'texpectthat.Butyoudid



anyway.Showingmehowmuchyoureallyloveme.

Andhowjealousyouwere.Eitherthenthat.Iwant

youtoknowthatIloveyouSESONASAUL.AndI

havealwayslovedyou.Iknowit'sbeenayearofus

knowingeachother.ButIcan'twaitanymoreto

makeyoumyMrs.VanWyk.Iwanttospendtherest

ofmylifewithyou.Iwanttowakeupnexttoyou

everyday.Iwantustohaveourownlittlefamilynow.

Idon'thavemanymorewordstosaytoyounow.But

IwantyoutoknowthatIloveyousomuch.Canyou

pleasemakemethehappiestmanaliveandmarry

me?BemyMrs.VanWyk?

Tearswerejuststreamingdownmyface.Hewiped

them stillsmilingyetnervous.Inoddedvigorously

andheslippedintheringbeforeattackingmewitha

kiss.

_____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

EIGHTYNINE

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Imbusisemademesitontopofhim andwe

watchedthekidsrunningaroundscreaming

excitedlyandgiggling.What'smakingthem this

excited?Thereisnothingtobeexcitedabouthere.

Theygotdoneandrantous.Imbusiselifted

OvayoizikhungoupwhileItookAsithamsanqele.

Thetwins:nowwewantouricetream daddy

IgaveImbusiseadeadstareandtheyburstout

laughing.Iknewhedidsomething.

Imbusise:whydidyouguyssayitoutloud?

Theywhisperedtohim thesamethingandhe

nodded.Ishookmyhead.

Me:letmestartwithdinner.

Imbusise:Iwillorderin.Surelyyoutired.

Ismiled.



Me:pleasedo.

Henoddedandgavemehisphone.Iwenttothe

Ubereats.

Me:pizzawillbegreatright?

Henodded.Iorderedpizza.Thekidswatchedthe

cartoonsandIlockedthefrontdoorbeforegoing

officewithImbusise.

Imbusise:howdidthebailgo?

Hesaidlookingfordocumentsinhisdrawers.

Me:IthoughtIwaslosingthere.

Helookedatmesmiling.

Imbusise:wasitthathad?

Inodded.

Me:butIwasamazedwhenIwonthecase.

Imbusise:practisemakesperfect.Surelyatthenext

youwillbe.

Me:Iwaseventhinkingofgoingbacktoschooland

learningLLBLawonitsown.



Imbusise:whydon'tyoujustapplyatauniversityand

goforit?

Me:yeah.Iwillstartwithitnextyear.SeenowIwill

beusingmysavingsagain.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:atleastit'sgoingtoagoodcourse.No

actuallytherewon'tbeaneedforthat?

Ishrugged.

Imbusise:iknowyouwon'tliketheidea.ButIwould

liketopayforyourfees.Ifyoureallywanttogoback

touniversity.

Me:IlovethefactthatyouknowIwon'tliketheidea.

YoualsoknowhowmuchIhateitwhenIhaveto

dependonsomeoneforsomething.

Imbusise:Ithoughtusdatingchangedthatmentality

ofyours.

Me:itneverdid.HaveIeverbymistakeaskyoufora

rand?Randqha?

Helookedatme.



Imbusise:Ihateyoubra.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:youalwaysusedtospoilmemoc.Withoutme

evenaskingyouto

Imbusise:exactly.ButIalwayswantedtogetbank

notificationsinthemiddleofameetingwithaclient

thatyouwipedmycardscleanandjusthaveamini

heartattack.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Itoldyou.Stopcreatingcrazyscenariosthatwill

neverhappenImbusise.Maybethecreditonemight

happen.

Imbusise:sothismeansthereisstillachanceforus

tofixourrelationship.

Someonerangthebellatthegate.Iwalkedout

laughing.

Imbusise:mamie!!

…

…



Me:andwedonehere.

Isaidbreathingheavily.Wewereatthegym.It'sstill

earlyinthemorningandwejustgotdonewiththe

basicsnow.Wewerebothtired.Aftercalmingdown.

Tookabath.Obviouslyseparatly.Gotdonewith

housechoresandwiththekidsto.Ihadtorushto

thefirm.Sowheneverythingwasfine.MadesureI

leavethem witheverythingtheywillneed.Iwentto

thefirm andtheworkerswerealreadywaitingforme.

Igottotheministageatthefrontandtookoutmy

iPadinmybriefcase.

Me:sorryforrunninglatekids.

Theylaughedalittle.

Me:Goodmorninghopeeveryoneisstilldoinggood.

WellIwilljustgetstraighttothepointsincesomeof

youhavetorushtocourt.WellIam hereto

announcethatIwillbetheactingCEOofStokwe

LaweFirm.Afewmonthsbackweallheardthesad

newsofwhathappenedtoMr.ImbusiseStokwe.But

hisinaroadofrecoverynow.Hopefullybythestart

ofnextyear.Hewillbeback.Butwenottherenow.I



cameheretoannouncethatIwillbethenewCEO.

Nothinghaschangedtrustmethingswillstill

continuethewaytheywere.Iwantyouguysto

continuetobethebestlawyersyouwere.Andmake

meandMr.Stokweproud.Weallhadareasonwhen

wecamehere.Let'scontinuetoservethatpurpose…

Icontinuedtalkingdeliveryingaspeech.WhenIwas

done.Theyclappedhandsandwentbacktowork.I

wenttoImbusiseofficeanditwasdirty.Aworker

gotin.Thepoorwomanwassotired.

MamuJwarha:ndizoclean.asisi

(Icameheretoclean)

Wellhernamewasonthebadgeshehad.Ismiled.

Me:noneedforthat.Iwillcleanitmyself.Icansee

youhadaroughmorning.Goandtakeateabreakso

long.

MamuJwarha:but…

Ishookmyheadsmilingandshenoddedsmiling.It

tookme30minutestocleanhere.Igotdoneandsat

inImbusisechair.



Me:thatassholeissolucky.Imaginesittinginthis

chairhavingtheperfectview?Ialsohavetobemy

ownbossasap.

~SESONASAUL~

Stephenhadtogo.SoparentsarrivedandIwould

showthem buttheyseenothing.

Dad:SESONAthetheyintoni?

(SESONAtalkwhatisit?)

Ishowedthem theringsmilingandtheygasped

lookingatme.

Them:SESONA.

Ismiled.Theycongratulatedme.Mywasululating.

Meandadlaughedather.Theyaskedmehowit

happenedandItoldthem.Theyweresohappyfor

me.Wecelebrated.Justthethreeofus.Lateronwe

wenttosleep.Itookapictureofmyringandposted

itonallmysocialmediaplatformswiththecaption

:"engaged ".Peoplewereaskingquestionsbywho

andall.IpostedapictureofmeandStephenthatwe



tookbeforeheleft.Peoplewereshockedthathe

actuallyistheone.Someoneposted"yaxoka

SESONAumkombekompumlunguwabanthuHai

Asoze!!"(SESONAislying.SHepointedthepoor

whitewithagun.Never)

Thatgotmeintears.Wow.

____________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-ONE

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

WejusthadaroundandIwastired.SinceIwas

doingallthework.ButIdon'tmind.WhenlastdidI

getvitaminD?SurelyIwillglowmorenow.

Imbusise:whenlastdidIhavesuchgoodsex.

Me:5monthsback.

Welaughedandkissed.

Me:letmeprepareabathforus.

Imbusise:wherearethekids.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:theyoutwithShakaandAmile.

Imbusise:Iforgot.

Me:yougettingold.

Imbusise:don'tyoudarestartwithmeLona.



Weburstoutlaughing.Ikissedhim beforeIwentto

prepareabathforus.Wetookatogether.

Imbusise:I'm stillwonderinghowdidthevideogetto

you?

Me:itwasatrap.

Imbusise:atrap?

Inodded.

Me:yeahandyoufellforit.ButIdon'twantustotalk

aboutthisdaddy.It'sinthepastnow.

Imbusise:IknowMamie.ButIam justcurious.Iwant

toknowwhowantedtodestroyus.

Me:youwon'tliketheoutcomeofthis.

Imbusise:soyoudoknowwhoitis?

Inodded.

Imbusise:whoisit?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Iwouldrathernotsaywhoitis.Andwhichiswhy

Ialsoadviseyoutodropallofthis.



Imbusise:willIstop?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:butleaveaspaceofdisappointmentinyour

heart.

Imbusise:andIwillsurelydestroywhoeveritis.For

puttingmeinthatsituation.

Welaughed.

Me:okay.Finebymethen.Butleaveaspacefor

disappointment.

Imbusise:howdoyouknow?

Me:thatpersoncametomeandtoldmewhat

he/shedid.Andthat'salsooneofthereasonswhyI

camehere.AsIsawthatyoucheatingwasn't

entirelyyourfault.

Imbusise:shouldIkissthatpersonsassto?

Weburstoutlaughing.

:Lona!!Imbusise!

Welookedateachotheranditwashisfamily.



Imbusise:westillhavingsexhere!!

Igavehim adeadstareandtheyallburstout

laughingwhereevertheyare.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iwasnowatthelounge.Lonahadtoprepareforher

sistersweddingattheofficehereinthehouse.She

istheweddingplanner.Idon'tknowhow.Butshe

saysStephensendaletter.SurelySESONAhelped

him.Lona'ssistersarecrazy.Orshehookedhim up

withBlack's.Andthelobolanegotiationsare

happeningnextweekSaturday.Nextmonthit'sthe

wedding.Itoldmyfamilywhatbasicallyhappened

withmeandLonasinceIalsotoldthem thatwe

backtogethernow.

Lindile:soyoucheatedonher?

Inodded.Theyshooktheirheads.

Anethemba:Iwouldbebeatingtheshitoutofyou

nowson

Theyallagreedwithhim andIlookedathim withthe



cornerofmyeyesandweburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:whyareyoutellingusnow?Imeanyouhave

beendodgingthetopic.

Me:Ineedyoutohelpmeinvestigateinhelpingme

findwhoisthemastermindinallthis.Lonasaidit

herselfthatthepersonwhoistryingtodestroyme

andherwenttoconfessthetruthtoher.Another

reasonwhysheishere.

Oyamaclearedherthroat.Welookedather.

Shaka:doyouperhapsknowwhoitis?

Sheshookherhead.

Lungiswa:Isayyougotothewomanwhoseduce

you.Shewaseasilyboughtwithmoney.Soitwillbe

easytobuythetruthoutofher.

Lethu:mywifeisright.

Xhanti:what'stheroom numberofthehotelyou

werein?

Itoldthem.Zukhanyecamewithalaptopandthey

hackeditdown.



Shaka:hehe

Allthreeofthem lookedatthescreenshocked.

Shaka:Iknewsomethingwasfishywithher.

Us:who?

Xhanti:Ican'tbelieveitbro.Wewillbeback.

Theystormedoutallthreeofthem andleavingus

shocked.

Lindile:let'shopetheywillbringvalidevidence.

Wenodded.Wecontinuedtalking.Afterafew

minutesLonawalkedoutoftheoffice.

Me:izohlalaphiMamie.

(comeandsithereMamie)

Weallburstoutlaughing.SheshruggedandIpulled

hertome.

Me:tellthem youwereplanningourwedding.Not

yoursisters.

Shegavemeadeadstareandweburstoutlaughing.

Amile:doubleweddingnextmonth.



Me:andyouaskmewhyIlovedyoufrom theminute

youwalkedinherewithher.

Welaughedmore.Justthentheygotin.

Shaka:Iknowthisisshockingtoyouall.But

LIYOLATHAwastheonebehindallofthis.

Us:what?!

Henodded.

Shaka:lookslikeshealsodisappearedintothinair.

Sheleftthisforyou.

Wewereallshockedlookingathim.Idonotknow

howtofeel.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETYTWO

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:pleasegetoffme

Isaidinaverylowtone.Shenodded.Iwheeled

myselftotheroom Iam usingandclosedthedoor.I

couldn'tbelievethis.Howcanshedosomethinglike

thistome?IthoughtshewashappythatIwas

happy.Honestlyitcan'tbethatIwasneglectingher

orsomething.ThelasttimeIchecked.Our

relationshipwasstilltheverysamewayitused.I

lovedherlikemylittleprincessasshehasalways

been.ItreatedherthewayIusedto.MadesureI

spentthewholedaywithheranddowhatsheloves

beforegoingtolona.Idideverythingforher.Inever

failedasafather.Ineverwentwrong.Ialwaysdid

therightthingwithher.IneverforasecondwhereI

lookbackintimeandseeapointwhereshewas

disappointedinme.Ineverfailedher.Shehas

alwaysbeenhappy.Imadesureofthat.Imadesure



thatthereisnothingsheshortsthatsheneeds.I

struggletoseewhereIwentwrong.Whywouldshe

dosomethinglikethis?Doesn'tshewanttoseeme

happy?Doesn'tshe?Ialwaysliveduptomakeher

happy.Herwholelife.Alwaysdid.Andthenfinally

whenIgetthechancetobehappy.Shedoesmelike

this?Sheisthereasonbehindmealmostlosingmy

wife.Shefuckentrappedme?Aftereveryfucken

thingIhavedone.Shedoesmelikethis?Ithought

weaddressedthislonasituation.Andwewere

perfectlyfine.Shedidnothaveanyproblem withher.

Wherediditchange?Whatmadeherdothis.The

lasttimeIcheckedLonadidnothingtoher.She

neverdid.Shewashappyforus.ButIguesswas

wrong.Iwaswrongabouteverything.I'm just

clueless.Ordoesshehatelonathatmuch.Thatshe

doesn'tcareevenifmyhappinessistakenaway

from me?ShenevercaredhowdepressedIwillbe.

Howthefuckdidsheevenplanthis.Howcouldshe

setmeuplikethis?Ihavealotofquestionsright

now.MaybethisletterwillgivemetheanswersI

need.Iwipedmytearsandopenedit.



'''Dear:Daddy

×××

Probablybythetimeyoureadthisletteryouwould

havealreadyfoundoutthetruth.Oryouwouldbe

lookingforme.Buteitherway.IwouldliketosayI

am deeplysorrydaddy.Inevermeanttohurtyouthe

wayIdid.IknowyouaskingyourselfwhydidIdoall

oftheShamefulstuffIdid.WelldaddyIhavealways

beenjealousofLona.Iknowmyreasonsforbeing

jealousofherarestupid.ButIhavealwaysbeen

jealousofher.Thethingis.Lonahasalwaysbeen

perfect.Everyonelovesher,withoutherevenasking

forlove.Peoplehavealwaysbeeninspiredbyher.

Howanindependentblacksuccesswomanshehas

beenbeforetheageof25.Peoplealwayslookedup

toherandshewouldbealwaysbroughtupin

conversations.Whentalkingaboutindependent

woman.Shejustdemandsattentionwithouteven

askingforit.Shealwayshadtheperfectbodyandall.

Ialsoonceheardmypastboyfriends.Sayingthat

theywishedtheyhadawomanlikeLona.Abeautiful



independentgirllikeher.Andthat'swhatmademe

morejealousabouther.Igottired.WhenIheadshe

isthewomanyouinlovewith.Ijustlostit.Ithought

theresheisagainstealingthespotlightwithher

doinganything.Andshedid.Madememorejealous.

Iam notproudofmydoings.Ifeelsoshamefulof

myselfofwhatIdid.Ijustwantedyoualltomyself

andheroutofourlives.MakingmedoallthebadI

did.Idon'tknowifIwouldregrettedmyselfforthisif

youwereneverinaaccident.Butifeltguilty.

BecauseIknewthatifyouneverbrokeupwithher.

Youwouldn'thavebeentoodrunktodriveandyou

wouldn'tbeinthatsituation.ReasonbeingIcan't

faceyou.IhavealreadytoldLonathis.Hopeyouwill

finditinyourhearttoforgiveme.ButIknowyou

won't.That'swhyIleft.Pleasedon'tsearchforme.I

am safe.Justknowthatyourprincessissorryfor

whatshedidtoyou.Iknownoamountofsorrywill

takebackthepainIcausedyoutoo.ButIreallyam.

Alsotothefamily.Iloveyouguys.

Yoursfaithfully:



LIYOLATHASTOKWE'''

Iscreamedinfrustrationandbrokethesidelamp

thatwasonthepedestal.Ijustbrokedown.Ifel

someonetouchingmyshoulder.Ilookedbackandit

wasLona.Ijusthuggedherlowerbodyandheldmy

headbrushingmybacktellingmeitwillbeokay.

Me:howcanshedothistomeMamie?

Lona:shhdaddy.Don'tstressyourselfaboutthis.

Shetoldyouthereasonwhyshedid.Everythingwill

bealright.Okay.

Inodded.Shewipedmytearsandkissedmy

forehead.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-THREE

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

{weeklater}

Imbusise:IjustrealizedthatIdideverythinginthe

bookasaparent.Ineverwentwrongwithher.Then

whyshouldIstressmyself.

HesaidasIwasrestingontopofhim.Anethemba

cametofetchthekids.Histakingthem out.SoIwas

leftwithdaddyandIwillbegoinghomeat10am.It's

thelobolanegotiationstoday.AndIhavetobethere

formysister.SoIwillbespendingthistimenow

withhim tillIgo.Surelyhisbrotherswillbehereat

noon.

Me:sowhatnow?

Imbusise:trustmeIwanttohurther.Butsheismy

princess.Ithinkit'sbestthatsheleftbeforeIgotto

her.

Inodded.



Me:sowemovingonfrom thischapterandnever

openingitagain.

Henoddedsmiling.

Imbusise:whynot?ImeanIwantustoforgetallthe

badthingsofthepastandfocusonthefuturenow.

Me:butmostlythepresent.Rememberhowmuchwe

havebeenlookingforwardtothesedays.Nowthat

theyarehere.Youwantustofocusonthefuture.

ComeonBusiselet'sfocusonnow.Andliveinthe

momentandbehappy.

Welaughed

Imbusise:youright.Sowhenarewegettingmarried?

Ilaughed.

Me:whenareyouproposing?

Imbusise:evennow.Ialreadyevenhavethering.

Ilookedathim shockedandhelaughed.

Imbusise:justjoking.Iwon'tproposenow.Youknow

howalloutIlikegoingright?

Inodded.



Me:Iwasn'tgoingtosayyeseitherway.Iwasgoing

todemandforsomethingromantic.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:IalreadyhaveinmindwhatIwilldoforyou.

Me:whenexactly?

Imbusise:justexpectmetoproposeanydayfrom

now.

Me:imaginemeMrs.Stokwe.

Imbusise:LONALINAMANDLASAULStokwe.Doesn't

itsoundgreat?

Me:itdoes.Can'twait.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:anywaysowehavespokenaboutplans

nextyearandstuff.Soyesterday…

Inoddedwaitingforhim tocontinue.

Imbusise:IappliedforyouinNMU

Ilookedathim smilingwithmyeyespoppedout.He

noddedsmiling.



Imbusise:andtheypromisedtogetbacktomenext

week.

Me:howdidyougetmythings?

Hesmiled.

Me:youslyfox.

Isaidhittinghisthigh.

Imbusise:ouch

Ilookedathim andlaughed.

Me:stopfaking.Webothknowyoucan'tfeelIthing.

Imbusise:serious.HowwasIgoingtoknowthatyou

justhitmythigh?

Welookedateachothershocked.Igotoffhim and

tookthepenonthepedestal.Istretchedhisfoot.

Imbusise:yanditicklisha

(youticklingme)

Helaughedbutwestoppedandlookedateachother.

Wesmiledlookingateachotherindisbeliefwith

tearsstreamingdownourfaces.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-FOUR

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

Wequicklyrushedtothehospital.Wewenttothe

doctorthatwasdealingwithcasefrom thestart.He

washappytoseeushere.Alsothepeopleworking

here.Theywereactuallyhappytoseemewithhis

thistime.Ialsoalwayscomeheretocheckup.But

youwillfindmemostlyatthefirm.Sincethat'smy

space.

Me:welltodaydoctorhecouldfeelitwhenIwas

hittinghim andIstretchinghisfoot.

Hesmiledlookingatus.HecameovertoImbusise

andstretchedhisfootwithapen.

Imbusise:ouch.

Wesmiled.

Doctor:doyouunderstandthatthismeanyoudoing

aprettygoodjobMrs.Stokwe.Imeanwiththe

therapyandallthethingsrequired.Heregainedhis



nervecellsonthelegsandthemuscles.

Wesmiledlookingateachother.

Imbusise:soit'sagoodthingdoctor.Iwillbeonmy

feetagain.

Doctor:yesyouwill.Rememberthiswasatemporary

thingDr.Stokwe.Ifyoukeepondoingexerciseslike

youhavebeendoing.Allthetherapythings.Intwo

monthstimeyoushouldbeusingcrutches.Andby

nextyearyouwillbeonyourfeetagain.

Webothcouldn'tbelieveit.

Me:thankyoudoctor.Ain'tthereachangeofpills?

Andexercises?

Doctor:oohyeah.Heshouldstoptakingtheoneshe

istakingnowanddrinkthesepills.Theexercisesare

stillthesamebutherearesomeadditionalonesto

them.Andthediet.Iwouldsaykeepitup.The

vitaminsandmineralsyougetfrom thefood

reprimandedalsoinpartofhelpingyou.

Wenodded.Wethankedthedoctorbeforegetting

out.Wekissedatthecarbeforewedroveoff.How



excitedwebothwere.Wegotathomeandhisfamily

washere.Iwenttoplacethethethingsintheroom

beforegoingtothem.Shit.Ihavetogohome.I

kissedhim andthebabiesgoodbye,bidmy

goodbyestotheothersbeforerushinghome.Igot

thereandtherewerealreadyunclesoutside.There

werealsosomewhiteguyshere.Ilaughed.They

wereredfrom thesun.Makingmelaughmore.I

wonderhowmoreimpatientisSESONAinthere.

Them:Mpinga,Mawawa,Mbolokoqoshe,

Nto*mntwana,uSenzwa,Sineka,Mbetshane…

Theycontinuedcallingtheclannames.Theywaited

forabout30minutes.Ididn'tknowiftheywere

angryoritwasthesun.ButIthinkboth.Beinga

whiteishardhey.Theyaresored.Andtheywere

gettingimpatienttoo.Butokuhlewalkedout.He

shookhisheadlookingatmycar.Ichuckled.Hewas

wearingthisbrowncheckblazers.Ilaughed.They

placedabottleandmoneyatthegate.Okuhletookit

smilingbeforeopeningup.Theygotin.Afterafew

minutes.Irantothebackdoorandmymom

smackedmyhead.



Me:IhadtorushtothehospitalwithImbusise.

Sheshrugged.

Me:heregainedhisfeet.Hecanfeelthem now.

Wesmiledwewerewhispering.Shehighfivedme.

Mom:youdidgood.Fewmorestepstogo.Nowgo

toyoursistersroom.Shehasbeenworriedabout

you.

Inodded.Ikissedhercheekbeforegoingtomy

sister'sroom.Wehuggedeachothertightly.

SESONA:Ithoughtyouweren'tcoming.

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:youknowIwouldnevermissthisimportantday

ofyours.Ijusthadtorushtothehospitalwith

Imbusise.Heregainedhisfootagain.

ShelookedatmesurprisedandInodded.Wesmiled

huggingagain.Iwenttohugmycousin.Zintle,aunt

Neliswa'schild.Theyhelpedmegetdressedinmy

dress.Afteranhourorsowewerecalled.Wewore

thosewarm homechoicebeforewehadtogotothe

lounge.Welaidonthegrassmat.Afterafew



seconds.

:wewillgofortheoneinthepurplecover.Yeah

that'stheflowerwesawinjoutuinMr.SAUL.

(inyourgarden…)

Dad:takeoftheblankets.

AnditreallywasSESONA.Myauntsululated.So

happyformysister.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-FIVE

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

{monthlater,October}

Me:Iam goingtosleepatmyparentshousetoday.

Willyoumanage.OrshouldIcomeinthemorning.

Imbusise:pleasecomeinthemorning.

Inodded.

Me:willdo.Ihavealreadyironedyourclotheswith

thekidssoyeaheverythingisset.

Imbusise:okayIloveyouthen.Enjoyyourself.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

Wekissed.Iwalkedoutofthehouseanddroveto

myparentshouse.Itwasjustbusy.Everyonewas

goingaround.Andtherewasalsosinging.Ismiled

parkingmycar.Itreallyshowedthattherewillbea

weddinghere.WelltomorrowIt'sSESONAand

Stephen'swedding.Ican'tbelievethatIwastheone



planningeverything.Iam proudtosaythatIfulfilled

everywishtheyhad.Ipreparedeverythingforthem.

Justthewaytheywantedittobe.Everythingisset

onmyside.TomorrowmorningbeforeIgoand

prepareforImbusiseandthekids.Iwillhaveto

makesurethatthefinishingtouchesaredone.And

thecakehasarrived.ReasonwhyIcouldn'ttakeit

today.Wasthatitwashottoday.SoIdidn'twantit

tomelthereanditbeingadisastertomorrow

morning.Andthefridgeswerefull.Soyeah.Ialso

hopeSESONA'sdressfitsherperfectlyfinenow.

Becauseshegainedalotofweight.Sheispregnant.

3monthspregnanttobeexact.ButIdidcallthe

designer.Hopefullytheyfixedittoday.Igotinthe

houseandwalkedaroundgreeting.Alsoneighbors

werehere.Iwalkedinthehouseandmymom was

directingpeople.Ishookmyhead.Ileftdadatthe

frontcookingthemeatwithothermen.Idon'tknow

whytheyslaughteredbecauseStephenisawhite.I

wenttomyroom andchangedtosomething

comfortable.Ilockedtheroom.Iam sureweall

haveastoryaboutitemsbeingstoleninyourroom

whentherearetheseceremonies.SoIcan'triskit



withmythingsanymore.Imeantheyarevaluable

andexpensivetoo.Iwenttomysister'sroom and

mycousinswerealsohere.

Me:halalahalalahalalayuuuh.

Theyalsoululated.Ilaughedhuggingthem all.

Emihlegotintheroom withLihlume.Shewasin

amadaki.

Emihle:celaundiphendawuyocophafunutyisalo

(canIsitdown.Iwanttofeedhim)

Inodded.Shesatdownandstartedfeedinghim.

Sesona:didyougetmydress?

Me:whatdoyoumeandidIgetyourdress?

Sesona:Lona!Didn'tthetailorsendyouamessage

tocomeandfetchit.

Itookoutmyphoneandlookedatherclenchingmy

Jaws.

Them:HeeLona.

Me:Iwillbeback.Theycloseat7pm there.It'shalf6

now.Iwillmakeit!



Isaidrunningoutleavingthem laughing.Idrovefast

totheplaceandtheywereclosingup.LuckilyIgot

thedress.IdrovebackhomeandIgotinthere.They

weresinging.Ialsojoinedinthesinging.That'swere

youfindtruehappinessIam tellingyou.Wesangtill

3am inthemorning.Iam tellingyouitwasthatgood.

Iwenttosleepandwokeupat6am inthemorning

bytheululations.Iwaskaktiredandmybodywas

stiff.Itookashower.Worecomfortableclothes

beforegoingtocheckupthethings.Thecakewasn't

herebuteverythingwasset.Icalledtheplacebutit

wentstraighttovoicemail.Iwalkedoutandwentto

theplaceanditwasclosed.

Me:thiscan'tbehappening.

Icalmedmyselfdownandwaitedtillitwas8am.But

nothing.Ijustdrovetomyhouse.Luckilymyboys

werealreadyawake.Ikissedthem allgoodmorning.

Afterdoingeverythingforthem.Ialsoworemy

dress.Iwilldomymakeuplateron.

Me:okayeverythingissethere.Iloveyouguys.Iwill

seeyouatchurch.



Ikissedthem all.

Imbusise:youlookedstressed.Sharewithdaddy.

Me:thecakeisn'tdeliveredyetandtheplaceis

closed.

Imbusise:givemethenumber.Iwilltakecareof

everything.

Me:willyou?

Henoddedkissingmyhands.Igavehim thenumber

beforewalkingout.Idrovehomeaftergettingpetrol.

Igotathomeandrushedin.

Me:whyisn'tyourmakeupdone?

Emihle:westillwaitingforthemakeupartists.

Me:okayletmecheckupwheretheyare.Imeanby

11am weshouldbethere.Thepastorisstarting.

AsIcalledthem theygotin.

Me:Iwasgoingtofreakout.

Theylaughed.Theystarteddoingourmakeupand

hair.Wegotdoneat10:30.IhelpedSESONAgetin

herdressandshewasbreathtaking.Shelookedso



gorgeous.Webothcouldn'tholdourtears.Wewiped

them.Justthenmyparentswalkedin.Theywerein

theirattirestoo.Traditionalones.Mom wasalso

crying.TheyhuggedSESONA.Okuhlegotinandwe

prayedasafamily.AskingGodtobewithus.Wegot

doneanddadwalkedoutwithherfirst.Theyululated

singing.WegotoutandtheRolls-Royce'swewere

goingtousewerehere.SESONAlookedme.AndI

smiled.TheyactuallywantedRangeRoversandI

decidedagainstthatumna.Andgotthem these.The

ululationsgotlouderwhenwewereoutside.We

drovetochurchandme,EmihleandZintlewereout

bythewindowspoppingchampions.Itwasagreat

experienceIam tellingyou.Wegottochurchathalf

past11.ItwasinBluewaterBay.Thefamilygotin.

Afterafewminutesasthebraidsmaids.Wewere

onlythree.Alsothem.Stephenchosehisbrothers.

Theycametotakeusdowntheaisle.Isearchedfor

ImbusiseandhewassquintinglookingatAlen.

Me:lookatDr.Stokwetherehislookingatyou

squinting.Watchoutyoudon'tbumpintohim.He

doesn'tplayhekillswithhiswife.



Iwhisperedinhisear.Welookedateachotherand

laughed.Butnotthatloud.

Alen:youwillspeakformewillyou?

Ishookmyheadlookingathim.HelookedatmeI

disbeliefandwelaughed.Wefinallygottothefront

andhewenttohissideafterleavingmeatmine.

Everyonestoodup.Theinstrumentpeoplestarted.

Shewalkedinwithdadandmom.Stephenwas

cryingandAlenwipedhistears.AlsoSESONAwas.

Shefinallygottothefront.Iwipedhertears.The

ceremonystarted.Everythingwentwell.Theirvows

alsomademecry.Theyweresotouching.Gotdone

hereandIrushedtothereceptionist.Andthecake

washere.Whatarelief.Irushedbacktogotake

picturestoo.EverythingwentwellIam tellingyou.It

wasfunnje.Wenttothereceptionist.Theyalsohad

theirfirstdancetogether.Iwashappytoseehow

happymysisterwas.Shewassmilingthewhole

time.Stephencouldn'ttakehiseyesoffhisMrs.Van

Wyk.Hewasn'tevenlisteningtoourspeeches.WellI

wenttostagewithOkuhleassiblings.Emihlehad

herownspeechasthesisterinlaw.Itwasgreat.



Laterontheyhadtoleavefortheirhoneymoonin

GreekCyclades.Iam tellingyou.Stephenhassurely

beensavingforthiswedding.Imeanhedid

everythinghiswifewantedwithoutacomplaint.And

moneywasn'tanissue.Healsowantedtopayme

forbeingtheirweddingplanner.ButIsaidnosinceI

havealwayswantedtoplanmysisterswedding.

SESONAonlytookoutmoneyforacoupleofthings

even.Butyeahwehadapartyafterwards.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-SIX

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

{November}

Me:howdidthecheckupgo?

IaskLonaasIwalkedintheoffice.Shewas

surprisedtoseemehere.Shegotupfrom herseat

andcametoopenthechairforme.Isatdownand

placedthecrutchesaway.

Lona:howcanyoucomehereImbusise.IthoughtI

toldyouyoushouldinform me.Whatifsomething

happenedtoyou?Whatdidcomeherewithanyway.

Me:babylookatme.

Shelookedatme.Ismiled.

Me:nowbreath.

Shedidsomebreathingexercises.Shegotdone.

Me:nowstopworryingyourself.Thinkaboutthe



Lisachumababy.

Isaidbrushinghertummyandsheblushed.

Lona:sorrydaddybutIwasconcernedhere.

Inodded.

Me:IcamewiththeDriverhere.Isn'titagoodthing

thatIatleastam exercisinglegs.

Shenodded.

Lona:itissthandwasam.Butyouhavetoinform me

aboutthesethings.SothatIdon'tstress.

Inodded.

Me:Iwantedtosurpriseyou.LookwhatIgot

ThemenIcamewithgotinwiththeflowersIgotfor

her.Shelookedatmetitlingherhead.Tearswhailed

downherface.Ismiledandkissedherknuckles.

Lona:Imbusise

Shesaidinalowtone.

Me:goreadthecards.Intheflowers.

Shenoddedwipinghertear.Wewenttothefirst



man.

Lona:'thankyoufortakingcareofme'.Youknow

thatitismyjobright.

Inoddedsmiling.

Lona:'iadmireyouLONALINAMANDLASAUL'

Shesmiledlookingatme.

Lona:'idon'tknowwhatIwouldhavedonewithout

you.''Ilovedoinglifewithyou''whenIholdyouinmy

armsIfeelsoluckytohaveagoddesslikeyou''I

lovebeingwithsomuch,Iwishtimecouldstandstill

whenwe'retogether.''Iam theluckiestmanfor

gettingtohaveyoubymyside.'youreallyare

Welaughed.Welleverytimeshewouldreadanote

andgigglesmiling.

Lona:'Fallinginloveisgreat,butbeinginlovewith

youisevenbetter.''Youbrightenuptheroom every

timeyoulaugh.That'swhyyouwouldfindme

staringatyouallthetime.''Therearen'tenoughstars

intheskytoshowyouhowmuchyoubrightenup

myday.'andthelastone.'Veryfewpeoplebelievein



truelovethesedays.WhenIchosetobelieveinit,I

didnotexpectsuchablessinglikeyou.Youarethe

mostpreciousthinginmylifeandIwillneverletyou

go.IloveyouMampinga.'

ShecriedlookingatmeandIcalledherwithmyarm

tocometome.ShecameandIhuggedherkissing

herforehead.

Me:sukhalaklkbabyjongabanthubasijongile

(don'tcrybaby.Lookpeoplearewatchingus)

Iwasreferringtomyemployeeswhowerewatching

ussomemakingavideo.

Lona:Iloveyou.

Istartedsingingourfavoritesong'LostWithoutU'

smiling.Igotdoneandlaughed.Everyonewas

shockedthatIcouldsing.Lonawasrednow.Iwiped

hertearssmilingandkissedherforehead,noseand

mouth.Everyoneclappedtheirhandsandscreamed

forus.Igaveher2peckandanotherone.She

giggledhidingwithmychest.Shecanbeshyat

times.



Me:sheisshynow.Everyonebacktowork.

Them:oohDr.Stokweisbackkanene.

Welaughedandtheywentaway.Theybroughtinthe

foodIorderedforusandplayeditontopofthedesk.

Westartedeating.

Me:howdidthecheckupgo?

Lona:itwentgoodactually,daddy.Lisachumais

healthyandstrongto.Andwewillneabletotellthe

gendernextmonth.

InoddedandswallowedthefoodIhadinmymouth.

Me:hopefullynextmonthIwillbeabletogothereto.

Iam tiredofthescans.Iwanttodotheultrasound

onmyown.

Isaidbrushinghersmallpump.Shelaughedrolling

hereyes.

Lona:youcrazy.Butyouwillbeableto.Surelyyour

sonwillwantyoutobethereto.

Me:oohsonowyouagreeingwiththatitisaboy?

Lona:what'sthepointbecauseIknowIwilllosethis



bet.

Welaughedatkissed.

Me:goodthingyoudo.Can'twaitforthosepriceless

momentswereIwillbelisteningtotheheartbeat.

That'swhatismakingmemostlyexcited.

Lona:Imusttellyouthoughhehasastrongheart

beat.

Me:isit?

Shenodded.

Me:youmakingmemoreimpatient.

Welaughed.

Me:atleastIgotachancetobewithyouthistime

aroundyouknow.Forallyourcravings,mood

swings,hormonesandall.SoonIwillbeattending

thescanningwithyou.

Shesmiled.

Lona:Ijustcan'twaittogivebirth.

Me:6moremonthstogo.Don'tworrymylove.Then

wewillbeworkingongettingthenext2.



SheburstoutlaughingandIlaughedtoo.

Lona:doyouthinkcarryingachildiseasyImbusise?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:Iknowitain'tmamie.ButIwantustoreachmy

goalofhaving5boys.

Lona:whatminehaving3daddy.

Me:wealreadyhavethreemamie.Plusyouwanted

cutelittletwinboys.AndIgaveyouthat.

Lona:IswearifThisonelookslikeyoutoo.Iam not

raisinghim.Youwillraisehim alone.

Weburstoutlaughing.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-SEVEN

~OYIMBANGIAMILESTOKWE~

IwatchedLonaandImbusise'strendingvideoforthe

10thtimenowsmilingatthem.Imbusiseboughtso

manyflowersforher.Andtosaythathecansingis

anotherthing.ImeanIneverknewhecould.And

plushedoesn'tlooklikethesingingtype.Tosaythat

hehasanamazingvoice.Isjustanotherthing.It's

evenanunderstatement.

:youhavebeenwatchingthatvideoforthe100th

timenow.Whoisthat?

Hesaidsittingonmyfoot.Restinghisheadontop

ofmytummy.Ismackedhisheadandhelaughed

liftingitupabit.Hekissedit.

Shaka:sorrybaby.Daddydidn'tmeanto.

Ismiled.Hetookmyphoneandwatchedthevideo.

Hechuckledandsmiled.

Shaka:Manci…



Weburstoutlaughing.

Shaka:u'Mancireallychangedhim.ImeanIhave

neverheardImbusisesinginginmyentireexistence.

Hehasneversangevenonce.Andhissingingin

public.Infrontofpeopleforher?

Us:wow

Welaughed.

Shaka:Ihaveneverseenhim sohappyinmylifetime.

Me:alsoLona.ImeanIneverseenherlikethis.Inall

herpastrelationships.Shehasneverbeensohappy

inherlifetime.u'Tancimakesherhappywithout

eventrying.

Weshookourheadssmiling.

Shaka:andtosaythatImbusiseactuallycheatedon

her.Andshestilltookcareofhim likesheloveshim.

Regardlessofthesituationtheywereinatthat

momentandtime.Howselflesscanapersonbe?

Wesmiled.

Me:Iforonewouldneverforgiveyouifyoucheat

taka'Menzi.Iwouldleaveyourbrokeass.



HelookedatmewithhismouthwideopenandI

nodded.Welaughed.

Me:notmatterhowmuchIloveyou.Butshestill

continuedtobewithhim.Takecareofhim likeshe

loveshim.Butthenagain.Itwasn'tImbusiseentire

faultthathecheated.

Henodded.

Shaka:thankGodshecameupfrontaboutthetruth.

Orwewouldbetalkinganotherstorynow.

Me:butbabystill.Ifshenevercameupfront.

Rememberthatthetruthalwayscomesout.

Imbusisewouldhavewantedtoknowwhat

happened.Howdidthevideogettoher.Orwhotold

her.Whateverhappened.Hewouldhavewantedit.

Andwhenhefoundout.Idonoteventhinkhewould

havehadsympathy.

Shaka:hewouldn't.ThankGodLonawasthereto

coolhim down.Andsheranaway.

Me:doyouthinkhewilleverforgiveher?

Heshrugged.



Shaka:Idon'twanttoevenguess.Imeanyounever

knowwhattoexpectfrom Imbusise.

Weshookourheads.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Weweresittingunderthesun.Watchingoursons

runningaroundplayingsoccer.Asshortasthey

were.Wewouldlaughatthem everytimetheyfall.

Ovayoizikhungogottiredandsatdown.

Asi:phakama

(standup)

Ovayoshookhishead.

Ovayo:diniweiyakudaddy

(Iam tiredgotodaddy)

Mamie:akudinwangawena.Kuninisiwa?

(ain'tyoutired.Imeanyouhavebeenfalling?)

Heshookhisheadandwelaughedathim.He

crawledtome.



Asi:daddy

Hestandingup.

Me:boy

Asi:izaMasidlale

(comelet'splay)

Me:andikwazi

(Ican't)

Asi:kodwaTatauyakwazityi.

(butdadyoucan)

Me:Icanstandupson.

Asi:aaphakama.Buphakamilezolo.

(nostandup.Youstoodupyesterday)

Welaughed.

Me:Ican'tnow.

Hefrowned.Howcutehelooked.

Asi:ndizokhalakeumna

(Iwillcry)



Me:haiboasi.KathethenayeMaka'Asi.

(andthenAsi.Pleasetalktohim Asi'smother)

Lona:sundifakapleaseTaka'Ovayo

(don'tincludemeOvayo'sdad)

Welaughed.Ilookedathim andhesulkedlookingat

me.

Me:u'Asimfanakama

Icontinuedsingingtohim laughing.Andhealso

giggled.Theotherslaughedatus.Icontinued

singingforhim playingwithhischeeks.Ovayoalso

came.

Ovayo:Nam

(metoo)

Me:Ovayomfanakababa

TheybothweregigglingandLonawaslaughingher

lungsoutasIwassingingforthem.Kunzimazala.

__________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-EIGHT

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

It'sJanuarynowandeverythinghasbeengreat.

Goodactually.ImeanIhavemywomanbymyside

andourlittlesonsaregrowing.Theysobignow.Not

forgettinghownaughtytheyare.Mamiesaysthey

tookeeverythingfrom me.Allmygenses.From the

lookstotheircharacteristics.Funnyhowthatisall

true.Imeantheyjustlikeme.Ilovemyboysso

much.AndMamiefeelsleftouteverytime.Idon't

blameher.Imaginecarryingchildrenfornine

months…no10actually.Awholefucken40weeks.

Withoutnobreak.Onlyforyourchildrentolooklike

thesperm donor.Everythinglikehim.Iwoulddisown

mysonsifIwasMamie.ButIdonotagreeonthe

factthattheyarenaughtylikeme.Imeanlikeguys.I

haveneverbeennaughty.Iam justthewayIam.I

am notatall.FuckwhoeversaysIam.ButIgotmy

feetback.AllthankstomybabyMama.Idon'tknow



whereIwouldbeifitwasn'tforthatwoman.Surely

bynow.Iwouldhavepassedaway.Iwouldhave

beenlonggone.Andthecausewouldhavebeen

alcohol.Ican'tbelieveIalmostlostmylifetothat.I

thankGodthatshehasactuallysmackedsome

sensesinmyhead.Ithankhim thatshewasthere

formeeverystepoftheway.Imeanlosingyourlegs.

Andmakingsomeonelearnhowtowalkagain.It's

thesameasteachingachildhowtowalk.Andno

matterhowtiredshewouldbe.Shewouldalways

takecareofme.Notonlymebutthekidstoo.She

hadalotofpressureonher.Andshetookcareof

everything.Withoutevenacomplaint.That'smy

definitionofatruewarrior.Atruewoman.Sheisso

fuckenselfless.Wakeupearlyeverymorningand

sleeplateatnight.That'sher.AndnowthatDaddyis

backonhisfeetagain.It'stimeformyqueentorest.

Imeansheisevencarryingourlittlesoulnow.She

needsalltherestshedeserves.SoIam givingher

justthatnow.IevenbookedherintoaSpatreatment

atSandtonforaweek.Butthatwillhappenafter

whatIplannedfortheday.



Lona:Imbusisewherethefuckareyoutakingme?

Wehavebeendrivingforawhilenow.

Me:yeahwealmosttherebaby.

Lona:don'tyouhavesomethingtoeathere?

Me:checkatthebackseattherearechipsthere.

Shereachedoutforthebackseatandtookthe

plasticwiththechipsandotherjunkfood.

Lona:Iwillhavethesourworms.Didthetwins

choosethesethings?

Inoddedandwelaughed.

Lona:it'swrittenthem allover.Forthefactthatthere

isthismanysweets.Weshouldhidthem.

Me:webothknowhowsmartyoursonsare.They

alreadyknowhowmanysweetsarehere.Sothereis

nouse.

Shesulkedlookingatme.Welaughed.Wefinallygot

towherethehelicopteris.

Lona:thehelicopter?

Inodded.



Me:let'sgo.Weflyingnow.

Shelookedatmeandismiled.Igotoutandopened

thedoorforher.WewalkedoutafterILockedthe

car.Wegotinthehelicopterandbuckledinwearing

theheadphones.

Me:wegoingonatour.WewillbeexploringPE.

Lookingatitfrom thetop.

Sheshookherheadandwelaughed.Wehadagreat

timelookingdownonPE.Havingnon-alcoholic

champagne.WellshewasandIwashavingwhiskey.

Justtocalm mynerves.

Pilot:andnow.Webytheocean.

Iheldherpalmswithmysweatpalms.

Lona:whatarethosepeopledoingthere.Andthereis

somethingwrittentherebabylook.

Webothlookeddownatthesand.Thepilothas

wentdownabitnow.

Me:whatdoesitsay?

Lona:willyoumarryme?



Me:wellwillyoumarryme?

Isaidtakingouttheringoutoffmypocketandshe

gaspedwithtearsstreamingdownherface.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

NINETY-NINE

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

IwasenjoyingmytripwithImbusise.ExploringPE

from thetop.Seeinghowourhouseisfrom thetop

andall.Wegotachancetoseealotofthings.And

thisisexactlywhatIneededtotakeabreakfrom

everything.Youknow.Getachancetobreathe.NoI

am definitelynotcomplaining.YougetwhatIam

tryingtosayright?Yeah.AndIseriouslydidnot

expectthis.Likeitnevercrossedmymindthathe

wouldproposelikethis.Uphighinthesky.Ialways

thoughtthathewouldactuallybookthewholehotel

outforusandthenhewould.Buthedidnot.Notlike

Idon'tlikethis.Ijustreallyloveithowheproposed.

Differentfrom everything.Imeanthiscaughtmeoff

guard.Ineverexpectedthisfrom him.Ireallydidn't.

Imbusiseisfullofsurprises.Idon'twanttolie.ButI

noddedwithtearsstreamingdownmyface.He

slippedinthediamondringhehadandattackedme



withapassionateslowkiss.Wekissedforawhile

andwepulledout.Wehaveeachother2pecksand

anotherone.Hewipedmytearsandgavemeabone

crackinghug.Ihuggedhim back.Idon'tknowwhen.

Butwelandednow.

Imbusise:let'sgo.Ourboatiswaitingforus.

Ilookedathim andhelaughedgivingmeapeck.

Me:youmakingmeexperiencealotofthingsinone

day.Firstwewereingroundthenairnowwaterwow.

Welaughedkissing.Wewenttotheboatwherewe

hadachancetohaveapicnicthere.

Me:youknow.Ididn'texpectyoutoproposetome

thisway.ImeanIalwaysthoughtyouwouldbook

thewholerestaurant.Andpropose.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:soyoudon'tlovethewayIproposednow?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:notatallbaby.Iactuallyloveit.Forthereason

thatyoudiditdifferentlythenwhatweusedto.You

neverfailtoamazeme.



Wegiggled.

Imbusise:youknowthatIwoulddoanythingforyou.

Justtoseeyouhappy.IalsodidthisbecauseI

wantedittobedifferentfrom everythingyouusedto.

Thankyouforagreeingtobemywife.

Me:youknowthatIwoulddoitagainifneededto.I

woulddoitagainandagainandagain.Ihavebeen

waitingforthismomentforawhilenow.

Hesmiledwipingmytears.

Imbusise:youshouldlearnhowtobepatientbaby.

TheysayPatienceisavirtue.PlusIwaswaitingfor

therightmomentforthis.

Me:butbabyIdonotwantustogetmarriednow.I

don'twanttolookfatonmyweddingpictures.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:soafteryouhavegivenbirth?

Inodded.

Me:yeahthengivemetimetogainmybodyback.I

wanttolookgoodforthiswedding.



Imbusise:meaningweprobablygettingmarriedon

December.OrNovember.Meaningsolongwehave

todothetraditionalwedding.Atleastgetthatoutof

theway.

Me:that'sagoodidea.Iwillstartplanningforit

Imbusise:LonaIhaven'tevenpaidLobolayet.But

youalreadywanttoplan.Oohnkosiyam.

Weburstoutlaughing.AndIsulkedlookingatHim.

Hesmiledplayingwithmylips.Ismiledrollingmy

eyes.

Imbusise:lookIhaveagiftforyou.

Hesaidtakingoutagiftcard.Itookitandopenedit.

ItwasSpatreatmentinSandton.Ilookedathim

shockedandhesmiled.

Me:daddy

Isaidinalowtoneandhesmiledkissingmynose.

Imbusise:youdeserveitbaby.Especiallyafter

everythingyouhavedoneforme.Nowlet'swatch

thesunsetting.Beforeyougocatchyourprivatejet.

Inodded.Wewatchedthesunsettingovernon-



alcoholicbeverageformeandalcoholicbeverage

forhim.Whilestillatit.Anethembavideocalledhim.

Anethemba:Hellawalibelekuquba.

(youbusyswimming)

Wealllaughed.Hisotherbrotherswerehereto.

Lethu:didyouforgetthatwehaveaHeisttoday?

Now.

Imbusise:guyswhenyouproposedtoyourwoman.

Wehadtounderstandandgiveyoutimetochild

withher.Nowit'smyturnto.Celapleasenindehle

umna.

(pleaseloweryourselveswithme.)

Them:whatdoyoumeanpropose.Im…

Beforetheycouldevenfinishtheirsentence.He

threwthephoneinthewater.Ilookedathim withmy

mouthwideopenandeyespoppedout.Hesmiled.

Imbusise:Ialwayswantedtodothat.

Hepunchedtheair.

_______



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

HUNDRED

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

IwenttoSandton.AndImustsay.Mymancanpick

thebestweekendawayever.Ihadagoodtimethere

andtheweekwassorelaxing.Igotachanceto

pampermyselfandhealsogavemehiscreditcard.I

boughtmykidssomeclothesatGucci.Andthe

smalloneto.Whoisontheway.Iboughtalotof

things.Especiallyforthekidsandme.Alsodaddy.It

wasaverynicetime.ThoughIwishDaddywashere

tospendthetimewithme.Buthehadalotofthings

totakecareofhere.Alsoheboughtanewcell

phone.FunubethwaImbusiseguys.Imeanhiscell

phonewasbrandnew.Becausehisoldonewasin

thecarhewasdrivingwhenhegotinanaccident.

SoboughtanewoneiPhone12ProMax.Andhe

threwitinthewater.Justlikethat.Thefollowingday.

HeboughtaGalaxyZFold25G.Iguesshaving

moneymakesyoudocrazythings.Igiveittohim.



ButtodayisthedayofftheLobolanegotiations.He

sentaletterlike4weeksago.Beforeheeven

proposedguys.IwonderwhatwashegoingtodoifI

rejectedhim.ButIwouldneverdothattomydaddy.

Iwouldneverrejecthim.Soyeahitwasstillearlyin

themorningandwewereexpectingthem around12

or1.

Emihle:Iam sotired.Myfeetareswollen.

Shesaidsittingnexttome.Iwassittingoutsidewith

theothers.Andshewascleaninginthehouse.

Mom anddad:onlyEmihleisleftsothatallmy

daughterscanbepregnantnow.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Okuhle:asobendiphindendim mithiselo.Rhaausile

Emihlexaemithiguys.Wandileqangemelangenye

miniaphaendibuzabakuthenindim mithisilenje?

(IwillnevermakeEmihlepregnanteveragain.

Emihleisfullofherselfwhensheispregnant.She

chasedmearoundwithaknifeonedayaskingme

whydidImakeherpregnant?)



Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:okuhledoesn'tunderstandhowharditisto

bepregnant.

Sesona:IthoughtLonawasbeingdramaticlike

usuallyiswhenshesaidpregnancyishard.Isawit

myself.SometimesStephendoesn'tevenanswermy

callswhenIam atworkbecauseheknowsthatIwill

sendhim around.

Welaughed.

Sesona:buthismoreexcitedthenIam.Heiseven

donewiththenurseryroom now.Westartedwithit

weeksago.Wedoingbabyshoppingnextweek.

Wenodded.

Dad:hisagoodmansham yena.

Weallagreedwithhim.

Mom:true.AtleastIgotachancetoseeallmy

childrengettingmarried.

Weallsmiled.

Dad:yeahallthankstoGod.Imeanotherpeople



don'tevengetachancetobetherefortheirchildren.

Andhereweare.Gotachancetobethereforallof

them.

Weallhuggedthem.

Mom:notforgettingthatLonaisgettingmarriedfor

thesecondtimenow.Thixo.

Weburstoutlaughing.AndIlookedathersulking.

Justthenweheardpeopleululating.Weallstoodup

andwenttolookbythegate.Nothingwascoming.

Buttheululationsdidn'tstop.JustthenImbusise

walkedthroughthestreetwithmanycowsbehind

him.Hewaswearingablueoverall,gumbootsanda

blackvest.Hewasholdastickandthosebigknives.

Hewassmilingandmyfamilylookedatmeshocked.

Imbusise:Mpinga,Mawawa,Mbolokoqoshe,

Nto*mntwana,uSenzwa,Sineka,Mbetshane,Hlahla

lamsik'umntues*ndeni,Ngceza,Sintila,Nyaw'

zinoshukela,mzukulukaSityulu,kheth'omthandayo,

Mawawa,yazibinobayaifanelwengabafana.

EmaMpingeni.

Heputintheknifeinfrontofthehouse.Helookedat



mesmilingbeforegoingaway.Peopleinthestreets

wereululating.Sowasmom,SESONAandEmihle.

Tearswerejuststreamingdownmyface.

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDONE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:am goingnow.

Anethemba:whereareyougoing?

Me:buycowsandtakethem tomywife'shouse.

Lindile:Imbusisethenegotiationsstartsat12.Why

areyougoingthere?

Ilookedatatthem smiling.

Me:youwillsee.

Iwalkedoutandthewalkedoutatthebackofme.

Shaka:shouldwefollowyourlead?

Inodded.

Lethu:whyareyoueveninanoverall.

Me:youwillseecome.

Theynodded.Idrovetoaclosebyareawheremy



wifelives.Ibought40cowscashguys.40fucken

cows.ImeanthisisLONALINAMANDLAwhowe

talkingabouthere.Notjustanyone.

Them:40Imbusise!?40!?

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:wetalkingaboutLonaherenotjustanyone.Now

watchhowatruemandoes.Wholoveshiswife

morethananything.

TheywerestilllookingatmeshockedandIlaughed.

Thefarm boymadethecowsfollowme.Itfeltso

goodguysintodoingthis.Likeevenablindperson

couldhowmuchIloveLonaandIwoulddoanything

forher.Thismademefeellikearealman.Surelymy

father,whereeverheis.Heislookingdownonme

smilingnow.Everyonewaslookingatmeululating.

Boostingmyegomore.Thiswillsurelybeadayto

berememberedtoLona.Igottoherstreetedand

startedcallingoutherclannames.WhenIgotdone.

Shewascryingguys.MeaningthatImeltedher

heart.JustthewayIwantedto.Iwipedminegoing

away.Seeingmywifeemotionallikethatmademe



emotionalto.IturnedaroundherstreetandImet

Xhantidrivingmycarattheback.Theyallsaluted

me.Itookmycaranddroveoffwhiletheywentto

Lona'shome.

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

WesawImbusise'sbrotherscomingthroughandwe

hadtogoin.Iwasjustemotionalguys.Ineverreally

expectedImbusisetodothatforme.WhatdidIdo

todeservesuchagreatgoodman?Hedidallofthis

forme?Ijustcan'tbelieveit.It'slikeIam dreaming

aboutalloffthis.Itfeelslikeadream.Ineverforone

thoughtthathewoulddothis…arghhejustnever

failstoamazeme.Ifinallycalmeddownandgot

dressed.Myuncle'sandauntswereallherenow.So

theystartedatthefront.Idon'tknowwhattheyare

talkingaboutbecausethecowsarealreadyhere.

Zintle:yoohHaiuneluck.abra

(youareluckybra)

Ijustshookmyheadsmiling.



Sesona:shereallyis.Imbusisereallylovesyou.He

justprovedittodaythathewouldliterallydo

anythingforhiswife.

ZintleagreedwithherandIwipedmytears.

Me:Iam stillaskingmyselfevennow.WhatdidIdo

todeservesuchahusband.

Theysmiledlookingatme.

Them:ahusbandthatlovesyoutodeath.

Wehuggedandtheywipedmytears.Mymothergot

insmiling.Shehasbeenhappyeversince.

Mom:let'sgo.

Zintle:thatfast?

Shenoddedsmiling.

Mom:thecowsarehere.Sotherewasnothingmuch

totalkabout.

Sesona:howmanycowswerethere?

Mom:±40

Welookedathershockedandshenoddedgiggling.



Me:youkiddingright?

Sheshookherhead.

Mom:Iam tellingyou.Nomorebuyingmeatfrom

ourside.That'salifetimesupply.

Ijustcouldn'tbelieveit.Imbusisereallyneverfailsto

amazeme.Butweworetheblanketanddidwhatwe

hadtodo.Theypickedme.Anditwasahappy

moment.Ihadtoservethem withfood.Itwasjusta

happymomenthereatthehouse.Atmospherewas

justhappiness.Everyonewassmiling.Inever

imaginedmylobolanegotiationstobelikethis.I

neverdid.Evenhappyandjoywerean

understatementinmysituationrightnow.

___________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWO

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iwenttotheshopswithmysons.

Me:nowpromisemeyouguyswon'tmessupthe

shopslikelasttime.

Them:promisedaddy.

Inodded.Westartedwiththeshopping.Itwas

basicallyusbuyinggroceries.Lonawasdoingthe

washing.Wellitwaseitherwewashthewashingor

shopping.Wechoseshopping.Imadethebiggest

mistakeofmylifebygoingtothetoyaisle.They

werescreaminggiggling.Peoplewerelookingatus

smiling.

Me:pickonetoyeach.

Theynodded.

Them:thegunsdaddy.

Me:noguys.Thosearewaterguns.Chooseother



ones.Youknowmommywouldneverallowyouto

playwiththem inhouse.

Them:butdaddy.

Me:what?

Them:wealsowanttoplaywiththem.Please.

TheygavemetheircutefacesandIrolledmyeyes

takingthem.

Me:butyouwillplaytheyoutsideright?

Theynoddedgigglingtakingthem.Wewalkedaway

tothenextaisle.Buttheywerewalkingslowlywith

theirshortlegsandholdingboxers.

Me:givemethegunsguys.Youwaytosmall.

Them:daddyplease.

Ilookedatthem shockedandtheylookedaway.

Peoplewhowerepassingbyuswerelaughing.I

shookmyhead.

Me:okayatleastcomeandgetinthetrolley.

Them:icecream first.



Me:Iboughtyourfavorite.Comeandseeit'sinthe

trolley.

Theyquicklyrantomebutfallatit.Icoveredmy

eyeswithmyhand.Theystoodupandrantome

againlaughing.Iplacedthem inthetrolley.Wegot

doneshoppingandwewenthomeafterbuying

pizzas.Theyraninthehouse.Igotinwiththe

plastics.

Asi:mommyfillinthebottles.Wepromiseweplay

outside.

ShegavemeadeadstareandIlookedaway.They

laughedatus.Lonafilledinthebottles.

Lona:goandplayoutside.Anddon'tmake

yourselveswet.EspeciallyyouAsi.Youknowyou

haveaheartproblem.

Theynoddedrunningaway.Weheardtheirscreams

andgiggles.Wesmiled.

Lona:butwhydidyoubuythem waterguns?

Me:youknowyoursonsnevergiveuponwhatthey

want.Ijustcouldn'tresisttheircutefaces.



Shelookedatmeandwelaughed.

Lona:wehavetogocaketastingbaby.

Inodded.

Me:when?

Lona:tomorrowmorning.Andthevenueofthe

weddingto?

Me:itwillhavetobeatemaxhoseni.Wheremy

parentsareoriginallyfrom.Imeanthat'swerethe

familyhouseis.

Shenodded.

Lona:youwillhavetoshowmetheareaoftheplace

sothatIcanplanouthowthethingwillbe.

Inodded.

Me:lwamkelolwabenyeni?

(thewelcomingofthegroom?)

Lona:thatwillbeaweekbeforethetraditional

wedding.LikeItoldyouitwillbe.

Inodded.



Me:youstillhaven'tgivenmethetypeoffabricyou

willbewarning.Ndawuzandinxibipyjamaumna

Lonasunditest.

(don'ttestmeLona.Iwillcomewearingpyjama's)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Lona:youwoulddareImbusise.Butit'sthat

traditionalblue.

Inodded.

Me:invitations?

Lona:stillinthemaking.Shouldbedelivered

tomorrowafternoon.Ialsoneedyourlistofpeople

whotheyshouldgotoo

Inodded.

Me:Iwillgiveittoyounow.Whatelse?

Lona:that'sitfornow.Thecatering.Ialsodonewith

it.Come5thofMarch.Everythingwillbeset.

Me:theyhavetobe.Iwantthatdaytobethebest

dayofyourlifeyouknow.

Lona:IneverfeltlikeThisbefore.Imeaninmypast



marriage.Iwasn'tasexcitedasIam rightnow.

Me:yeahprobablybecauseyougettingmarriedto

someonewhoyoulovefullynowwithoutevena

doubt.ToyouImightnotbeyoursoulmate.Butto

me.Istronglybelievethatyouaremine.

Lona:whyyoumakingmesofuckenemotional.But

yeahyouright.Ijustrealizednowthatpolygamy

wasn'tformefrom thestart.ImeanwhatwasI

thinkinginthefirstplaceofgettinginsucha

marriageatayoungage.Iwasreallyfoolish.But

yeahwealllearn.

Me:andwedobaby.

Lona:youhaven'ttoldme.Whyyougotmarriedat

first.

Me:wellitwasbasicallysomethingarrangedbaby.It

wasadealbetweenusandtheMabuzafamily.SoI

hadtomarrytheirdaughtersincemybrotherswere

married.Firstnightoffuswaswhenwegot

LIYOLATHA.Youknowhowcustomswere.My

grandmothersaidIhadtocomewithasheetwith

blood.Soshealsofallpregnant.IwashappythatI



wasgoingtobeafather.Soyeahmeandherwere

happy.Butwewerebothnotintoeachotherthat

much.Imeanlikeourrelationshipwastheboringof

theboringest.AndIwasn'tfeelingher.HenceInever

madeaneffortintomakingherbeinghappy.Inever

reallygottimeforher.Idon'trememberadayIwas

happybecauseofher.Shewasalsonotputtingan

effort.Soyearslater.After15yearsofamiserable

marriage.Shestartedcheating.Wedidhavesexand

spoke.Buttherewasn'tthatspark.Shecheatedwith

adrugdealeronme.Wegotdivorcedandshe

becameanaddictedtill5yearslater.Sheisclean

now.

Sheshookherhead.

Lona:hopefullyyou'reintome.

Me:wewouldn'tbeherenow.ComeonLona.

Welaughed.Wecontinuedtalkingandwenttogo

checkuponthekids.Theywereplayingwiththeir

kidsg-wagoncars.Weshookourheadslookingat

thechasingeachotherattheparkingarea.Ifelt

wateronmyface.



Lona:dutyu

Welaughed.Itooktheothergunandwealsostarted

playingaroundhavingfun.Thereisneveradull

momentwithyourlovedones.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTHREE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Whilewewereplayingthekidscametousandwe

alsomadethem wet.Theyweregigglingtellingusto

stop.Weendeduptakingaswim atswimmingpool.

Lona:it'sgettinglatenow.Let'sgetout.

Asi:butmommynotnow.Stillhaving.

Lona:gotoyourdaddy.WhileImakesomesnacks

forus.Andmarinatethemeat.

Me:howwillIholdthebothofthem Mamie?

SheshruggedgivingmeAsisinceIwasholding

Ovayo.Shewalkedinthehouse.

Me:niceass

Sheshowedmehermiddlefingerandwelaughed.

TheTwins:mommycherry.akhodaddy?

(ismommyyourgirlfrienddaddy?)



WeburstoutlaughingnoLona.Inodded.

Me:yessheis.Whyareyouasking?

Asi:klkMenzibesithiAmilecherrykaShaka

-MenzisaidAmileisShaka'sgirlfriend.

Ovayo:wathiyenaSiphaekaOkuhlenguEmihle

(andSiphasaidOkuhle'sgirlfriendisEmihle)

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:noMamiekecherry.am ne?

(Mamieismygirlfriendtooright?)

Theynoddedsmiling.

Ovayo:sinecherrynathisanqaphacrèche

(weallhaveagirlfriendatcrèche)

Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:banicherryyenu?

(whoisyourgirlfriend?)

Asi:yakhumbulalamthanalotyebileyounemiqobo

kwizdlelezakhemommy?



(doyourememberthatfatchildwhohasholeson

hercheeksmommy?)

Weburstoutlaughing.Lonanoddedplacingthe

snacksdown.Shedivedinthewaterandgotout

wipingherface.

Ovayo:nguyeke

(it'sher)

Us:ninecherryey1?

(youhaveonegirlfriend?)

Theynoddedgiggling.Welaughed.Iam definitely

notsurprisedumnaguys.These2sharelike

everything.Wetriedplacingthem inseparate

bedroomsbutwewouldalwayswakeupwithonein

theothersroom.Sowedecidedtoplacetwobedsin

oneroom.Butwewouldwakeandthem inonebed.

Theyonlydifferencebetweenthem.Isthatone

prefersdaddyovermommyandthat's

Ovayoizikhungo.Andtheothermommyoverdaddy

andthat'sAsithamsanqele.Otherwiseeverythingis

justthesamewiththem.Theyevensharetheirfood

sometimes.Makeamessintoputtingthingsinone



bowl.Iwonderhowmoreclosewilltheybewhen

theyareold.

Lona:noyouguysshouldstopsharingstuff.Howare

yougoingtolivewithouteachother?

Them:butmommy

Welaughedastheysulked.Wewanttoeatthe

snacksmamiecamewith.

Me:afterthis.Wewillgetoutofthewater.Youcan't

stayinwatertillthislate.EspeciallyyouAsi.

Theynoddedfeedingeachother.Werolledoureyes.

These3yearsolds.Welltheyareturning4soon.

Lona:tomorrowasiwegoingtograndpa.

Me:andOvayowegoingtoanethemba.

Theynodded.Weknowitwillbeastickysituation.

Wejustwanttoseehowtheywillbewhentheyare

separated.

…

…

Ovayo:daddywhereisAsi?



Hewassulkingontopofme.IwaswithAnethemba

atmyoffice.Anethembalaughed.

Anethemba:Itoldyou30minuteswon'tendwithout

him crying.

Me:heiswithgrandpa.Youwillseehim athome.

Ovayo:butdaddy.

Hesaidfrowningwithtearsstreamingdownhisface.

Ilaughedwipingthem.

Me:Ovayodon'tcry.Youwillseehim athome.

Ovayo:butIwanthim nowdaddy.Iwanthim.

Hecried.Anethembawaslaughing.Isighed.AsI

stoodupwithhim lonagotinwithacryingus.We

laughed.Theyrantoeachotherandwipedeach

other'stears.Wesmiledlookingatthem.Weshook

ourheads.

Me:youwillstayherewiththem.Ihavean

appointmentwithEmihle.

Lona:aboutyourgums?

Inodded.



Me:yeah.Youwillalsohavetoappealincourt.Ihave

alreadysummarizedeverythingforyouhere.It'sa

taxissue.

Shenodded.Wekissedandshehuggedanethemba

beforewewalkedout.

Me:theweddingwewillhaveitathome.Emaxhoseni.

Henodded.

Anethemba:that'sagoodidea.Plustheareaisbig

there.Comparedtothepeopleweinvited.

Inodded.Wecontinuedtalking.GottoEmihle's

surgery.SinceIalreadyhadanappointmenthere.I

justwalkedintotheroom andsatonthechair.An

interngotin.

Intern:morningDoctorStokwe.

Igreetedback.Shefiddledwiththeneedles.Andshe

waslostonwhattodo.Shetookaneedle.

Me:yeymntasekhayaingathingewuyekasanabize

Dr.Saul.

(youbetterleaveitnowandcallDr.Saul)



Intern:Dr.SaulistakingoutatoothDr.Stokwe.

That'swhyIam here.

Me:ngokuuzofundelakum?Ayikwaziklk.Hambo

bizuDr.Saulorkuyekwekwa.Rhaauzobambabani?

Uzofunelakwamazinyokabani?Asoze.

(nowyouwilllearnbyme?Itcan't.GoandcallDr.

Saulorlet'sratherleaveit.Whoareyougoingto

hold?Who'steethareyougoingtolearnon?Never)

:Myekendizom kuphaanyeonkelamazinyoakhe.

(leavehim.Iwilltakeoutallhisteeth)

Me:rhaanganyaEmihle.Ndakusue.shanomnyeni

wakho.Nawushiyekelwayig-stringey1

(youwouldshitEmihle.Iwouldsueyouandyour

husband.Youwillonlybeleftwifhoneg-string)

Weburstoutlaughing.

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDFOUR

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:tchiyazibabysisterinlawwakhofunaintern

phatheamazinyowam?

(didyouknowbabythatyoursisterinlawwantsan

interntotouchmyteeth?)

Shelookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.Imadethe

sleepingOvayotowearhispyjama's.Igotdoneand

placedhim nexttoAsiandtheysnuggledcloseto

eachother.Wesmiled.Ikissedboththeirforeheads

sodidLonabeforewewalkedout.Iswitchedoffthe

lightsandclosedthedoor.Wewentdownstairsand

startedwashingthedishes.

Lona:youwerestilltellingme?What'swrongwithan

interndealingwithyourteeth?Imeansheisstill

learning.Shewouldbelearningonpeoplelikeyou.

Me:onwho?Asozelona.Shebarelydidn'tevenknow

whichneedletouse.



Lona:maybeshewasstilllearningontheotherbaby.

Stopbeingdramatic.Shewassurelyreadingthe

needlescarefully.

Me:Mamieyoudidn'tseewhatIsaw.Thatwoman

waslostonwhattodo.Shedidn'tknowanything.

Sherolledhergivingmeapot.Igaveherapeck.She

gavemeanotherone.AndIreturnedit.

Lona:sowhathappenednext?

Me:Itoldhertoratherstop.Nowonewilllearnonmy

teeth.

Lona:theexactwordsyousaid?

ItoldherwhatIsaidandsheburstoutlaughing.

Lona:Imbusisemarn.Nowyoujustruinedherself-

confidence.Howcanyoubesoharsh.

Me:butbabyain'tyoutheonewhosayswemust

alwaysbehonest?

Lona:Iknowdaddy…

Ismiledandgaveherapeck.Shegiggled.

Lona:Iknowdaddybutyoualsoshouldhaveused



yourwordscorrectly.Nowshethoughtyouwere

rude.Wellyouarerude.ButstillImbusise.

Me:that'sthethingLona.Morerudepeoplelikeme

areneededinthisworld.Peopleshouldfacereality

theharshway.Becausewhenyoubeingsoft.Itwill

justgetinoneearandgothroughtheother.Iwas

justalsohelpingherUmnaMamie.Seenow.Surely

sheisworkingonimprovingherselfnow.Andshe

toldherselfshewillprovemewrong.Provethatshe

ismorethananintern.Shedidn'tgetherdegreeata

backdoor.Andthat'sexactlywhatIwantumna.

Shesmiled.

Lona:whywasInevertoldthatyouarea

motivationalspeakertoo?

Igaveheradeadstareandweburstoutlaughing.I

continuedtellingheraboutwhathappenednextand

sheburstoutlaughing.

Lona:mxm yousofuckenirritating.Howcanyousay

that?

Me:butsheistheonewhosaidshewilltakeoutall

myteethoff.



Lona:Ialreadyhaveapictureofyouungupouwsh

(teethless)

Igaveheradeadstareandshecouldn'tstop

laughing.Shewasevenintears.

Lona:yoohbabynyamayona?YamaziMamuno

Wisile?Buzofananayequmako.Mbonexaehlafuna

ngentsini.Hlafunanangenyeke.

(yoohbabywhataboutmeat?Doyouknow

mamuno'Wisile?Youweregoingtoseriouslylook

likeher.Youshouldseeherwhensheischewing

withhergums.Sheevenchewswithherlips)

Ilookedather.

Lona:yoohbabybuzodyolanabaniHeesenaworry?

Bebezokuphikanabanthwanabakhosham.Yuuh

babyHaiasoze.Nam ndingakushiya.Andeku

shiyenikwam.Ndingafastnakunocastersemenya.

Yoohbabyheee.Awuseforubangupouwsh.

(whowereyougoingtodate,Iam damnworried

aboutyou?Yourkidswerealsogoingtodenyyou.I

wouldalsoleaveyou.Andmeleavingyou.Iwouldbe



fastthem castersemenya.Yourfullofyourselftobe

toothless)

Ilookedathersquintingasshehadherhandover

hermouth.Sheburstoutlaughingshakingherhead.

Me:nxx

Lona:bathatheMamuno'Wisile.

(yougoMamuno'Wisile)

Iwalkedawayasshecontinuedlaughing.

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDFIVE

~OKUHLESAUL~

Imadesupperformywifetoday.Ijustwantedto

surpriseheryouknowandmakeherfeelspecial.

Plusthekidsarewithmyparents.Meansit'sa

bonusforus.ShegotinthehouseasIwaslighting

thelastcandle.Shesmiledandrolledhereyes

holdinginhertears.Ismiledandplacethelighter

away.Iwalkedovertoherandgaveherakiss.

Me:therekidsareaway.Meaningit'smeandyou

tonight.Sowhynotmakeanromanticdinnerformy

lovingwife.Ihardlycook.ButIthoughtIshould

todaytospoilyou.Comethefoodwillheycold.Plus

Ialsoboughtyourfavoritedrywine.Come.

Ihaveheranotherpeckwipinghertears.Wewalked

away.ImeanIonlycookforherwhenitisaspecial

day.That'swhysheisthisemotional.Idonotdo

theseromanticthingsforherfrequently.Idobuyher

giftsthoughwhenIseesomethingthatwillsuither



andflowers,chocolatestoandhavethem delivered

toher.Becauseallthecharacteristicsoflove

languagetousareimportant.

WegottothetableandIobviouslyopenedthechair

forher.

Me:surelyyoutiredsoafterthis.Iwillgiveyouafull

bodymassage.

Shegiggled.

Emihle:thatwouldbegreatbaby.Ireallyneeda

massage.

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:sohowwasyourdayatwork.

Emihle:hecticbutactuallyfun.

Ishruggedfeedingher.

Emihle:ItoldyouthatIhavetotakeoutteethtoday

right?

Inodded.

Emihle:andthatoperationclashedwithImbusise's

appointmentforhissoregums.SowhileIwasbusy.



Iaskedaninterntogivehim aneedlesolongso

whenIgetthereIcheckthem out.Wasthini?

(youknowwhathesaidtous?)

Shelaughedandclappedoncetellingmewhat

Imbusisesaid.Icouldn'tstoplaughing.

Me:Iam notsurprisedthathesaidthat.Butwhere

doIenter?Pleaseelaborate.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:askhim.

Welaughed.Wetalkedaboutthislaughingbefore

talkingaboutotherthings.Wegotdoneeatingand

didadultthings.Wewerenowcuddlingafteramind

blowinground.

Emihle:babyweshouldhaveourlastchild.

Me:what!?Never!Definitelynotwithyoueveragain!

RememberhowyoutreatedmewithLihlume?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Emihle:butitwashormones.IpromiseIwillbehave

thistime.Ijustwantanothergirl.



Me:noEmihle.Usilewena.

(youfullofyourself)

ShelookedatmesmilingandIshookmyhead.I

wanttohaveachildwithher.Butno,notafterwhat

shedidtomewithLihlume.Atleastshewasbetter

withourdaughter,Liyabona.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Shefinallycametotheroom afterafewminutes

andIwasasleep.Shelaughedandclimbedontop

offme.

Lona:daddy.

Shewouldsaythatgivingmepecks.Ittook

everythinginmetonotsmile.Shegaveupaftera

longtimeandshesleptontopoffme.Igavehera

peckandshesmiled.Islepttoo.Wokeupinthe

morningandthoughtwhynotprankher.SoIplaced

herdowncarefullyontopofthebedandIwenttogo

andlookforicikilishe(don'tknowthecorrectEnglish

wordbutthethingsonthewallsandtrees.Sortof



Lizardactually).Ifounditonatree.Itookitand

wentinthehouse.Igottotheroom andshewas

awakebusywithherphone.

Me:lookbabyIgotyousomething.

Isaidholdingitlikearing..Sheshruggedsmiling.

Lona:letmeseewhatitis.

Ishowedittoherandherbreathingchanged.

Lona:Imbusiseuzokhalane?

(Imbusiseyouwillcry?)

Ibroughtitclosertoherandshefelloffthebedshe

wascallinghermom swearingatme.ImadehasifI

wasthrowingitatherandshewasoutoffthe

slidingdoorofftheroom.Iburstoutlaughing.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDSIX

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Lonahasbeengivingmesilenttreatmenteversince

thismorningandwhenevershelooksatme.She

wouldlookatmesquinting.AndItrymybesttohold

inmylaugh.ButIcan't.Ijustlaughather.Somy

familycametoday.Tomorrowwegoingtoouraunt.

Andgotoourparentsgraveyard.

Lindile:whathappenedbetweenyoutwo?It'stense

inhere.AndIknowImbusiseisatfault.

Welaughed.

Me:undiqalileguysthistime

(shestartedmeguysthistime)

Lona:mxm

Shesaidbrushingherabdomen.Itoldthem what

happenedyesterdayandtodaymorning.They

couldn'tstoplaughingatus.



Shaka:youcan'tbeseriouslyscaredoffalizardLona.

Me:sheisscaredoffeverysingleinsect.Iremember

thetimewhenwewerestillsneakingaround.

Itoldthem aboutthecockroachstoryandthey

couldn'tstoplaughing.

Lona:it'snotthatIam scaredoffthem.Butyooh

guysicikilishe

Weburstoutlaughing.

Lona:andIam stillangryatyoufordoingthat

becauseyouknowthatIam scaredoffthem.

Me:youalsostartedme

T.O:pouwsh

(teethless)

Igavethem adeadstareandtheyburstoutlaughing.

Lethu:rightlonaukeiqumbeKantixagezelwause

kangaka?

(lonaisright.Yougetangrywhenyouareteased?

Butyoualsoloveteasingpeople?)



Ilookedathim withcorneroffmyeyesandhe

zippedhismouth.Weburstoutlaughing.Wespoke

abit

Anethemba:let'sgetgoingbeforeit'slate.With

Imbusise.Itwillbeendless.

Welaughed.WebidourgoodbyestoLonabefore

going.

…

…

{Fewdayslater}

Me:guysmakeitfast.

Theyrantomewiththeirschoolbagsontheirback

weightingthem down.Ilaughedatthem takingthe

bags.TheyranintothecarandIbuckledthem up.

Me:wegoingtogofetchMamiethengohome.

TheynoddedeatingthelunchbarsIgotforthem.

Me:andfinishthosebeforeIgetthere.OrIam

throwingthem away.Rememberit'shealthy

Thursdaytoday.IfMamiecatchesyou.Weindeep



shit

Theylaughed.

Them:driveslowlydaddy.

Me:youguysknowthatIcan'tdriveslowly.

Ovayo:youcan.Pleasedriveslowly.Youknow

mommywillalsomaketomorrowahealthyday.

Asi:pleasedaddy.Youknowhowyourgirlfriendis.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:sheismywifenotgirlfriend.

Them:girlfriend

Me:Iwon'targuewithyouguys.Soyouandyour

girlfriend?

Theysulked.

Them:shedumpedus.Shesaysshewantsanew

boyfriend.

Theysaidcrying.Ittookeverythinginmetonot

laughatthem.Ican'tbelievethattheyarecryingfor

agirl.Mysonsfirstheartbreak.Ismiledand



stoppedthecar.Iturnedaroundandwipedtheir

tears.

Me:didshebreakyourheart?

Theynodded.

Me:don'tworryguys.Itisherlossne?Youguyswill

getamuchmorebettergirlthenher.Don'tcry.

Theynodded

Me:izanoqubanodaddy.Yabonakhala?Andizoni

thengelaezinyelekeseumna

(comeandDrivewithdaddy.Youseeyouarecrying?

Iwon'tbuyyouguyssweets)

Theywipedtheirtears.

Them:wenotcryingdaddy.

Theysaidsmiling.Itookthem anddrovewiththem.

Ashardasitwas.Wefinallygottothefirm we

walkedin.

Us:Mamie.

Shesmiledlookingupatus.Ihelpedherstandup.

Wekissedandthekidsgiggled,screamingclapping



theirhands.Welaughedpullingout.Shewenttokiss

thekidstoo.Weallstartedworking.Them their

homeworkandusonourcases.

Lona:Asiwhyain'tyoudoingyourhomework?

Asiwasrestingonthematdrinkinghisjuice.

Asi:Iam tiredmommy.Wehavebeenworkingever

since.

Lona:butyouhavetodoyourhomework.Because

youwon'tdoitathome.Athomeit'sfamilytime.I

won'tbecheckingitumna.

Asi:don'tworrymommyOvayoisdoingit.

WelookedatOvayoandhewasdoingboththeir

homeworks.Lonacoveredherfacewithherhands

andIsmiledlookingatthem holdinginmylaugh.

Ovayo:don'tworrymommyIam almostdonewith

bothoffthem.Tomorrowit'sAsi'sturntodothe

homework.

Ijustburstoutlaughing.Icouldn'tholdinmylaugh.

Eishabanthwana.

________



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDSEVEN

~LONALINAMANDLASAUL~

{Fewmonthslater,March}

Itwasearlyinthemorningguysaround3.Phoffit

wasat3o'clockwhenwehadtodriveto

emaxhoseni.Wecouldn'taffordtogetthelate.Or

theStokwe'swouldhavemadeuspayafinefor

gettingtherelatethenthetimewewereexpectedto

getthereatthatcertaintime.Plususgettingthere

earlymeansalotaboutmycharacter.Ifwegetthere

late.ItwillsurelymeanthatIam awomanwhoisn't

punctual.Andthosearethefirstimpressionstoyour

inlaws.Ijustcan'taffordtonotimpressthem.This

isareallybigdayforme.Imeanthisismywedding

day.Welltraditionalwedding.Ihavebeenwaitingfor

itforawhilenow.Iam evenmoreexcitedaboutit

morethenIwaswhenIgotmarriedwithMandla.

TrustmeIhatecomparing.ButIwasneverthis

excitedaboutourweddingthewayIam rightnow.I



wasrightImbusisesurelyhassomethingoverhim.I

meanhedoesn'tevendothatmuch.Ijustfind

myselfdoingthingsforhim.AndnowIwillbeMrs.

Stokwetraditionally.Ihonestlycan'twait.What

excitesmethemostisthepartwhereIwillbe

wearingamadakhi.ThewayIcan'twaitforthem.I

am alreadyimaginingmyselfunderthisblanket.

ThankGodthatIhadtocoverup.Imeanit's6am

now.Soimaginethecoldmistinthemorning.And

myfamilywasrejoicingatthebackofme.Whilemy

auntwasguidingmetowalkontherightpath.Well

myparentsarenotallowedhere.Wellthat's

obviouslytradition.Theynotallowedhere.Sowegot

tothehousewewillbeusing.Wehadtopayafine

togetin.Luckilywehadmoneywithus.Soitwas

muchmoreeasier.WegotinthehouseandIwas

takentoaroom whiletheothersweresinging

outside.Likethelevelswerehighguys.Soaftera

fewminutes.TheStokwe'sbroughtussomefood.

Justbasicthingsforbreakfast.Basicallya

continentalbreakfastmealthings.Breadandsoup.

Alsosomebeverages.Bothcoldandwarm.Andthey

alsocamewithagoat.Idon'trememberwhatitwas



forbutyeah.AlsoImbusise'sauntsweretheones

bringingthem andnegotiatingatthefront.Also

forgotaboutwhat.Butwheneveryonewasdone

eating.Around8am.WehadtogototheStokwe

householdsothatIcanbeintroducedtothe

ancestors.SoIbasicallyhadtogointhereinmy

whiteweddingdress.ButIhaven'tgottenmarriedin

thatsectoryet.SoIjustworeadressIboughtto

holdinforthismoment.Iwillprobablywearitagain

atthereceptionist,youknow,ofmywhitewedding.

SoIheldmygrassmatandwalkedout.They

ululatedlookingatme.Ourphotographer.Took

picturesoffme.IsawImbusisecomingwithhis

family.HewinkedlookingatmeandIgiggled.Howi

missedhim.It'sbeen4daysnowsinceIlastsaw

him.SoImaginethetorture.SoIgotoutwithhim

holdingme.Therewasacompetitionbetweenthe

twofamiliessana.Thesingingwasjustgreat.

Imbusise:isn'titbadluckformetoseethewedding

dressbeforethemarriage.

Inodded.

Me:itisbutthisoneisjustaspareone.Myoriginal



dressisstillinthemaking.Useyourbraindaddy.

Thisdresswon'tevenfitmebyNovemberor

December.ImeanlookathowfatIam now.

Imbusise:myfatMamie.

Welaughedalittlebit.Wefinallygottohishome

andIhadtolookdown.Hehelpedmekneeonthe

groundontopoffthegrassmat.IplacedaR200at

thegateandtheyululatedopeningitforme.He

helpedmewalktoubuXhantistillfacingdown.And

placedthegrassmatnexttoiXhanti.Hehelpedme

getdownagainbeforesittingonachairnexttome.

Anethembawastheonewelcomingmegothe

ancestors.Idrankalittlebitofthetraditionalbeer,

passeditontoImbusise.WellIhadtoliterallystand

onmykneesandhelphim drinkit.Icouldn'tdrink

thecommandosinceIwaspregnantsoImbusise

drankonmybehalfandonhis.Gotdonebythe

men'ssideoffiXhantiandIhadtogotothe

women'sside.Samethinghappenedthere,Phumeza,

Anethemba'swifewastheonewelcomingmein.I

hadtogobacktothehouseagain.Topreparefor

thetraditionalreceptionist.Whereelderswillbe



givingusadviceonmarriagelife.Andthem telling

methecustomsofftheStokwefamily.Iheardthat

thereisalsoachangeoffwords .That'smeright

nowclenchingmyJaws.SoIgotDone.Iwasin

umbhacowam whichwaswhiteandblack.Withalot

ofbeads.Alsoheavytrustme.Theywentalongwith

mydress.Wellwedecidedtogotforblackandwhite

asourattiresnow.Nolongertheblue.Igotdone

makingdotswiththecalamine.Andgotoutholding

abeadedknobkerrieandsomebeadsforImbusise.

Thisisactuallymypresenttohim.Iwalkedoutwith

myauntplacingascarfonmyshoulders.Iforgot

aboutif.Shegotdone.Westoodatthedoor.

Imbusisecameovertomesmiling.Sofreaken

handsomeinhisattire.Hewasalsoholdinghis

knobkerrie.Imadehim wearthebeadsandhewas

allsmilinghappy.Igotdoneandwemadeour

knobkerrie'sclash.Peopleululatedmore.Wegiggled

beforewalkingout.Butmydresshadtobeheld

sincewewerewalkingongravity.Andit'swhite.We

finallygottothetentwerethereceptionistwillbe

held.Howmagnificenttheplacewas.JustthewayI

wantedittobe.Thisreallyismydream wedding.We



walkedintothethefrontwheneveryonewas

standingbythetabletheywereassignedtoo.We

alsoplannedforanovercrowd.Theirchairsareat

theback.Anditwassofuckenfullhere.Likeliterally

therewereotherswhowerestanding.Wegottothe

frontandsatdownatourseats.Hisauntwasnext

tohim anduncle.Alsoonmyside.Auntanduncle.

Theprogram startedandImustsayeverythingwas

goingprettywellactually.Itwasamazing.Even

everyonewasdressedtokillhere.JustthewayI

wantedittobe.Allourguestswerebeautiful.

Everythingwasgreatmarn.Thentheytoldmewords

Ishouldstopusing.Andusethenamesthattheyare

tellingmenow.Likeforinstance,pumpkin;it'sno

longer'itanga'tomebut'ixhabela',time;'tyd',water;

'amanunga',car;'kari'etc.Thereweremanyothers.

AndIlistenedshame.Wheneverythingwasdone

andpeopleweredoneeating.Ihadtogointhe

housesothatIcanchangetoamaDakhi.ThepartI

havebeenwaitingfor.SoIgotintheroom and

Lungiswawastheonedressingmeup.Withthe

aunts.



Lungiswa:ngokusikwenzaumakotiwalaphako

Ngconde.YabonaaphakenontombiKuya

hlonitshwa.Especiallymnyeniwakho.Umakotike

unxibaleqiyaimnyamainemigcaemhlope

ukubonisaintloniphokwabadala.Andkwasoloko

funekeuyinxibileapha.Uqumeamehlo.Ngobaklk

umtuomdalaakajongwaemehlweni.

(wearemakingyouabrideoftheNgcondeclan.You

seehere,werespect.Especiallyyourhusband.A

wifewearsablackdoekwithwhitestrips.Toshow

respecttotheelders.Youshouldalwaysbewearing

it,here.Coveryoureyes.Becauseanelderlyperson

isn'tlookedstraightintheeyes)

Inoddedasshemademewearthedoekandcover

myeyes.Andtherewasaspaceformetosee.

Lungiswa:ibesishweshweesi.Ukubonisaamanye

amadodabawenangokuutshatile.Ungumfazi

womnyeumzi.

(thisisIsishweshwe.Toshowothermenthatyou

aresomeone'swife.Youaremarriednow.)

ShesaidMakingmewearit.Iwasalreadywearinga



whiteshirt.SoItuckeditinIsishweshwe.

Lungiswa:unxibenaletowelke.Thenbesesisscarf

forufihlafigureyakhonokhuselaisibelekhosakho.

Bengeziturtanblanketsezobeilaphaemaxgeniakho

forukukhuselalefamilyasumfaziwalaphangoku.

Sibesiqibileukunxibisakengoku.Yabonake

nontombi.Ezimpahlauzozikhululwaafter3months.

Kakadebekumelbauzinxibatillumithe.Uzikhulwe

kengoku.Baawudemitheaftersixmonthssaz

khulula.Butwenasewumithi.Sizozkhululakuwe

after3months.

(youalsowearthistowel.Thenthisscarftohide

yourfigureandprotectyourfertility.Thenit'sthe

turtanblanketwhichwillbeonyourshouldersto

protectthisfamilyasawifefrom here.Wearedone

dressingyouupnow.Youseenow.Youwilltakeoff

theseclothesafter3months.Rightfullyyouwere

supposetowearthem tillyouarepregnant.Then

theygettakenoffyou.Ifyoudon'tfallpregnantafter

sixmonths.Butyouarealreadypregnant.Wetaking

them offafter3months)

Inodded.Theycontinuedtellingmewhattodo.How



totreatmyhusbandandall.AndIshouldstop

callinghim byhisname.Becauseit'stotally

disrespectful.SoIalsolistenedhere.Whenwewere

done.Wewenttothefront.Ihadtositonthegrass

matagainlikeawife.Ovayo'sdadwasonachair

nexttome.Nowtheywillbegivingmeaname.And

Lungiswaistheonetoo.Sincesheistheonlysister

here.AndImbusisedoesn'thaveanoldersisterto

dothat.Soshetooktheresponsibility.

Lungiswa:igamalomziesimnikalonakengu

Lithalethu.Thereasonwhywearegivingherthis

nameisthateversinceshecamehereshehas

alwaysbeenlighttomybrotherslife.Shebrought

lighttohim.AndIam givingherthisnamebecauseI

alsowanthertolightentheNgcobehouseholdas

shehasbeendoingwithImbusise'slife.

Ismiledlookingdown.Ilovemyname.Theyall

ululated

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDEIGHT

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ismiledlookingatmysisterwhowasalsolookingat

mesmilingbeforesittingdown.U'tsikiforLona…ooh

forLithacame.Iwillnevergettheuseofthis.ButI

justlovethenameforher.It'sjustthebestmarn.

LithaLethu.Shereallyismylight.Andshewill

alwaysbemylight.Mysisterwasright.Ihelpedher

eatthemeatwithamasiwhileSesonaandOkuhle

weregivingawaypresentstomyfamily.Wellwe

alreadydidtothem lastweekkuzebebekwamkela

abanyeniareherhome.

(whentheywerewelcomingthegroom…)

Everythingwentwellandshehadtogoandmake

teafortheadults.Ihelpedaroundsolongwith

everything.IhopeLithaisn'toverworkingherselfin

thekitchen.Imeansheis6monthspregnantfor

heavenssake.IfIseesheisworkinghardIam

definitelypackingourbagsandweLeaving.Nowife



offminewillbeworkinghardhere.Plusshe

shouldn'tevenbeatthekitchen.ImeanIwasthe

onewhopaidlobolaforhernoteveryoneelse.Iam

theonewhoproposed.Iam theonewifingher.Not

everyoneelse.Sosheshouldbeservingmenot

them.TheyarenotwifingherbutIam.Ididn'tpay

lobolaforhertocookforfamilygatherings.Thisis

mywifewetalkingabouthere.Iwenttogofetchmy

kidsbyStephen.Hewaskeepingthem.Healso

came.Greetingswereexchanged.AndItookmy

twins.IgreetedSesonatooasshecametous.I

walkedawayfrom them.Welltheyhavebeenhere

eversincewithme.Inthereceptionisttheywere

walkingallovertheshow.Thebothoffthem.They

wouldalsocometous.Theywerejustbusymarn.

ButwetalkingaboutAsithamsanqeleand

Ovayoizikhungohere.

Me:youguysmissmommyright?

Theynoddedsmiling.

Them:whereshedaddy?

Me:wegoingtohernowguyswait.



Theynoddedclappingtheirhandssmiling.Iwentto

thekitchenandshewasbusythere.Washingthe

dishes.Wellnotmywife.

Me:LithaLethu

Shelookedatmesmiling.Theotherwiveslaughed.I

indicatedthatsheshouldcomeouttomeandshe

did.ShetookAsiandkissedhim alloverhisface

beforedoingthesamethingwithOvayo.Theywere

bothgiggling.Surelytheymissedtheirmommy.I

meanit'sbeen4daysnow.

Lithalethu:didyouguysmissmommy?

Theynoddedvigorouslysmiling.

Them:mommypromisetoneverleaveusagain.

Lithalethu:Iwillnever.Mommypromisesyouguys

ne?

Theynodded.Shegavebothoffthem pecksontheir

smalllips.

Lithalethu:pleasedistractthem taka'Ovayo.Ihaveto

getfinishedinthere.

Ishookmyheadfrowning.Sheshrugged.



Me:aretheyoverworkingyou?

Shelookedatmeandlaughed.

Lithalethu:Tatamawelepleasedonotstartwithyour

drama.Notheyarenotoverworkingme.Ihaven't

evendonealotyet.

Me:thenitshouldstaythatwaybecausenoWifeof

minewillbeoverworkedbymyfamily.Youshould

beservingmenotthem.Imarriedyounotthem.

OnceIseeyouoverworkingLithalethuIswear.I

won'thesitatetopackourbagsandgo.Remember

yourpregnant.

Lithalethu:IknowIam.Stopbeingdramatic

Tatamawele.

Me:Iam beingseriousLitha.Iam notjokinghere.No

wifeoffminewilloverworkhere.Andwhyareyou

callinglikethatnow?

Thetwins:yeahmommywhy?

Wewereallcurious.Welaughedatthetwins.She

rolledhereyes.Ipushedbackherdoekbutshehit

myhandpullingitdownagain.Ifrowned.Iwantedto



seeherfullface.

Lithalethu:familytradition.Don'tyouknowthatIain't

supposetocallyoubyyournameanymore.It's

disrespect.

Inodded.

Me:IloveitmorewhenyoucallmeImbusise.How

areyougoingtomoannow?

Thetwins:daddywhat'smoan?

LithagavemeadeadstareandIclenchedmyJaws.

Iforgotthattheyarehereumna.

Me:it'snothing.

Them:nodaddyitis.Mommywhat'smoan?

LithaLethu:askyourfather.

Me:youwillknowwhenyouareold.

Them:aadaddynow.Let'sgoandasksomeoneelse.

Me:yey!

Theylaughed.

Them:tell!



Me:whenyouaresayingouch.

Them:seemommydaddyislying?

LithalookedatmeandIclosedmyeyes.CanIhave

otherkids?

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDNINE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:guysiam serious.It'swhenyousayouchand

youmoaninpain.

Thetwins:mommyishetellingusthetruth?

Shenodded

Litha:heis.Nowain'tyouguyshungrywhenlastdid

youeat?

Asi:wenothungrymommy.

Me:whenlastdidyouguyseat?

Theyshruggedfrowning.

Litha:Iam definitelygoingtomakeyouguys

somethingtoeat.Thereisnowaythatyounot

hungrynow.Iwillbeback.

Wenodded.Shegaveallthreeoffuspecksbutmine

wasthelongest.Thetwinsweregigglingclapping



theirhandsscreaming.Doallchildrengetthis

excitedwhentheirparentskiss?Becauseminedo.

Likeliterallyeverytimetheycatchuskissing.We

shouldstopkissinginfrontofthem.Whoam I

kidding.IalwayswannabeontopoffLithawhenI

seeher.Myhandsalloverherbody.Justthought

abouthergavemeaboner.It'sbeen4daysnow.We

definitelynotsleepingtonight.Wewillbeonitall

night.Oohshitthekids.ButIwillmakeaplan.Ithad

beenawhilehey.

Isatdownwiththeboysonmylap.Theysmiled

lookingatme.Ishruggedsmilingtoo.Theykissed

mycheeksandlaughedalittlebeforekissingtheirs.

Ilovemysonsalot.Andit'salwaysliketheytelleach

otherwhattodonext.Buttheydon't.Iguesstheir

bondisreallythattight.

Me:Iloveyouguys.

Theygiggledsmiling.

Them:weloveyoutoodaddy.

Ibrushedtheirheadsandkissedtheirforeheads.

Ovayo:butdaddy.



Inoddedgivinghim myfullattention.

Ovayo:whydowelooklikeyouandnotmommy?

Asi:isn'tsheourmommy?Orareyououronlyparent?

Ihidmyfacewithmyhandandtheylaughedalong

withLitha.WhatdidIdotodeservethese2?Like

guysthesetwoarethecuriositest…,ifthat'sevena

word,buttheyarethecuriositestchildrenIhaveever

cameacrosswith.

Me:sodoyouknowgenes?

Theyshooktheirheadseating.

Me:Iwilltellyouanyway.Thethingisyouguyshave

moreoffdaddy'sgenesthenmommy's.Genesare

thebasicunitofheredity.Thismeansthatgenes

determinewhattraitsarepasseddownfrom a

motherandfathertotheirchild.Eyecolor,height,

andhaircoloraresomeexamplesofthetraitsthat

arecontrolledbygenes.Genesexistinsidethecells

thatmakeuplivingthings.Andyouguyshappened

tohavemygenesmorethenmommy'smakingyou

lookexactlylikeme.



Theynoddedsquinting.

Thetwins:soit'sgenes?

Inodded.

Them:whatdogeneslooklike?

Iheldmyfaceagainandtheylaughedatme.AaIam

damnseriousnow.Ineednewkids.

Me:whenwegobackhomene?

Theynoddedeating.

Me:Iwilltakeyouguystothehospitalslab.AndIwill

showyougenes.

Theynoddedsmiling.

Them:youthebestdaddyever.Youknowne?

Inoddedsmilinglookingatthem.Wefistbumped.

Them:weloveyoutoomommydon'tfeelleftout.

Weburstoutlaughing.

Litha:Iloveyou,guy's,too.

Shekissedthem bothbeforestandingup.



Litha:comeandfetchmeafter30minutesorso.I

justwanttogetfinishedwithsomethinginthe

housequickly.

Inodded.Wekissedbeforeshewalkedinthehouse.

…

…

{FewDaysLater}

Me:guysgetoffthegate.

Them:nodaddyopenitwithushere.

Ishookmyheadsmiling.These2aresonaughty.

Theywerehangingatthegatecallingouteverycar

thatpassesby.Andtodaywehavetogotothe

hospitalsothatIcanshowthem genes.

Iopenedtheygatewithmyremoteanditopened

withthem ridingonitscreaming.Iburstoutlaughing

lookingatthem.Surelynextyear.Orwhen

Lisachumaisstrongenough.Ishouldtakethem to

Disneyland.Thegategotdoneandtheycouldn't

climboff.Iwaswatchingthem laughingasthey

struggled.Theyfinallydidandwewenttothe



hospital.Ishowedthem genesandtheywantedtoo

seemoreandmore.WegotDoneandwalkedout.

AsIwaswalkingwiththem Ibumpedonsomething.

Me:ouchdammit.

Theylookedatmeandgasped.

Them:daddymoandaddymoan!

Theyscreamedrunningawayfrom mescreaming

thesamething.Itriedstoppingthem.TrustmeIdid.

Everyonewaslookingatthem laughed.Theysome

howslippedandfall.Theyjuststoodupandran

aroundthecorridorsagain.Iheldmyfaceandshook

myhead.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTEN

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Iranbehindthem andpeoplewerelaughingatus.I

gottothem.

Me:v'tsekmasambeninisileNina.

(let'sgo)

Theycouldn'teventalktheyweresotired.

Them:daddym…

Igavethem adeadstareandtheylaughedatme.I

tiedtheirshoeslacessincetheywereloose.Ipicked

them upandalmosteveryonewaslookingatme

smiling.Ismiledwalkingoutto.IgotoutsideandI

placedthem inthepassengerssit.Ilockedthedoor.

Idroveawaylisteningtomusicwiththem.Ilooked

atthem seriousdancingwithmyheadandshoulders.

Theyalsowerelookingatmeseriouslydancing.I

waslivestreamingonInstagram.Ihadmanyviewer

asalways.Iclappedmyhandsandliftedthem up.



Theydidthesameasme.Ibeatmythighsand

clappedmyhandslookingatthem.Theydidthe

samethingandlookedatme.Welookedateach

otherandendeduplaughing.Ilookedatthescreen.

Me:mnandizalaguys.

(it'sfinetohavekidsguys)

Iswitcheditoff.Peopleweremostlylaughingathow

crazyweare.Andhowcutewelook.Lithashared

thepostwiththecaption."thepainoffdealingwith

thesecrazytripletseverydayguysyooh.Imustsay

ndistrongorhaa.Ijusthopethatthecomingoneis

sweet".Icommentedwithcryingemoji's.Wefinally

gothomestilldancingandstuff.Wehootedatthe

parkinglot.Lithacameout.Iopenedthewindow.

Me:let'sgo!

LithaLethu:wherewegoing!?

Me:Durban!

Shelookedatmeandshrugged.

Me:IfeellikegoingtoDurbanlet'sgo!

LithaLethu:youfeellikegoingtoDurban!?



Inodded.

LithaLethu:nowthatyouhavementionedit!Ialso

feellikegoingtoCapeTown!HowaboutCapeTown!

Me:it'sfinelet'sgo!

LithaLethu:arewehavingaroadtrip!

Me:yeah!Let'sgoitwillbefun!

Sheraninthehouseandcameafterafewminutes

orsowithabag.Ishookmyhead.Shegotinatthe

backseat.Idroveoutandcalledthesecurityguards.

Me:let'sstartatthegarage.

LithaLethu:petrol?

Inodded.

Me:andsomesnackstoogetustothenextgarage

ontheway.

Thetwins:wherewegoing?

Us:CapeTown.

Theynoddedsmiling.



~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

{Fewmonthslater,23June}

Wellonthatday.Wehadthebestroadtripeverguys.

IswearifthereisamomentIwouldgobackat.It

wouldbetheroadtrip.Livingwiththose3isjustthe

best.IalsoenjoyedmytimeatCapeTown.Likeit

wasthebest.Wefinishedallthemoneyinourcredit

cardswithoutaworry.Havingmoneyisthebest

trustme.Andnowwewaitingpatientlytowelcome

ourcomingbaby.Lisachuma.Thisislikemy36th

weeknow.Iam readytogivebirthanytimefrom

now.Iwokeearlyinthemorningtoday.Idon'tknow

why.Butitwasaround4too5.Istartedcleaning

aroundthehouse.Thewholehouseguys.Igotdone

at7am.Imadebreakfastformyfamily.Theycame

downandweatebreakfast.

Imbusise:youwereupearlytoday?

Inodded.Helookedatmeawkwardlynodding.Got

doneandhetookthekidstooschool.Ididthe

washing.Andhewasbusyathisoffice.Hetooka

maternityleave.Igotdoneandwenttotakea



relaxingbath.Isleptandwokeupwhenthewater

wascold.IdrainedthewaterbeforewakingoutI

lotionedandworeadress.Justadress.Nothing

underneath.AsIwasabouttowalkoutofftheroom.

Myabdomensuddenlybecamepain.Iscreamedin

painholdingthedoorframe.Imbusisewasalready

here.

Imbusise:youalreadyhaveconstructions?Whendid

yourwaterbreakLitha?

Ishruggedcrying.

Me:getyourfuckenbabyoutoffmeImbusise.Ican't

takeit.

Isaidbreathingheavilywithtearsstreamingdown

myface.Laborpainsain'tachild'splayguys.Iam

tellingyou.Kuyanyiwaapha.Itookoffmydress

screamingasIwasfeelinghot.Heliftedmeupin

bridalstyleandplacedmeontopoffthebed.Ijust

wanttogetoffitandandrollonthecoldfloor.He

openedmythighs.

Imbusise:thereisnowaywewillgetatthehospital

intime.Iwillhavetodothis.



Heranoutoftheroom andIwasscreamingrubbing

myabdomeninpain.Icouldn'ttakeitanymore.I

wantedhim out.SoIscreamedpushing.Hecame

intotheroom withabasinandafirstaidkitwith

towels.

Imbusise:okaybabyyouwilldolikeyoudidwiththe

twinsne?

Inoddedcrying.

Imbusise:okayone,two,threepush!

Iscreamedpushing.

Imbusise:wealmosttherebaby.Onemorepush.I

seethehead.

IpushedagainbutmoreharderthenIdidatfirst.

Imbusise:Igottheheadbaby

Icouldfeeltheexcitementinhisvoice.Justthenit

wasfollowedbyababy'sloud.HecutthecordandI

wasdeadtired.Ilookedathim andhewassmiling

lookingathisson.Helookedatmewithtears

wailingdownhisface.Iblackedout.

_____



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDELEVEN

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Shebackedout.Shewasboundtoo.Imademyson

calm downsolong.Hefinallydid.Icoverhismother

withoneoffthetowels.Ibathedmysonwithtearsin

myeyes.Ican'tbelievethis.LikeIliterallycouldn't.I

gotdonewithhim andmadehim wearhiswarm

clothes.Hewassleepingsopeacefully.Buthewas

cryingwhenIwasgivinghim abath.Iplacedhim on

topoffthebed.Notforgettinghowhairyheis.I

meanheevenhashairdownhisface.Iwonderhow

morehewillbewhenhisold.Alsohisheadwasfull

offhair.Therewasn'tevenaplaceleftoutthat

doesn'thavehair.Icleaneduphismother.Idonot

havetherightequipmenttostitchherup.Sheneeds

thehospitalnow.Igotdonewithheranddressed

herupinherwarm clothesalsoapadforthe

bleeding.Iwalkeddownstairsandopenedthedoor

leadingtoothegarage.Iopenedmycartoo.Iwalked



upstairstoo.Istartedwithmywife.ThenLisachuma.

Iwasbasicallyholdinghim allthewaytoothe

hospital.Icalledanursewithawheelchairandthey

wheeledherin.Thedoctorsstitchedheranddida

fullcheckuponLisachuma.Theweight,eyecolors,

everythingmarn.Icalledthefamilysolong.Andthe

kidsnannytogotothehousewhenit's12.Ialso

calledtheirdrivertogoandfetchthem.Iwalkedin

herwardandshewasbreastfeedingLisa.Shewas

insomuchpain.Sham marnbabywam.Iwentover

tohersmiling.Shegavemeafaintone.ItookLisa

from her.

Me:howareyou?

Litha:gettingthere.ButIam insomuchpain

Imbusise.Thisisn'tachildsplay.

Me:youcan'tevenblamemethistimebecauseLisa

isaproductofiwomanontop.

Weburstoutlaughingbutshewaslaughinginpain.

Hefinallyburped.

Litha:v'tsek.

Me:butbabyIam tellingthetruth.Icouldn'twalknor



usemylegswhenLisawasconvinced.Allweever

didwasiwomanontop.Sohisaproductoffit.

Welaughed.

~NARRATED~

At12pm waswhenOvayoizikhungoand

Asithamsanqele'sdrivergottotheirschool.Hetook

them homeasinstructedtoo.

Asi:whereisdaddy?

Heaskedthedrivercuriouslyliketheyalwaysare.

Driver:hisatthehospital.Youguyswillbewithyour

nanny.

Theyfrownedlookingateachotherbecausethey

bothhatethenanny.

Ovayo:can'twegotothehospitalto?

Driver:yourfathersaidthatyoushouldcomehome

straight.

Theynoddedsulking.Theygottothehouseandthe

nannywasalreadyhere.Theygreetedit.Sodidshe.



Nanny:shouldImakeyouguyssomethingtoeat.Or

areyoufull?

Thetwins:westillhaveourlunchsisiwewilleatit.

Shenodded.Theysatattheloungeandatetheir

luncheswatchingcartoons.Theygotdoneandthe

nannywashedthelunchboxesandthebottleswhile

theyweredoinghomework.WellitwasOvayo'sturn

today.Tocolorintheirbooksandwriteones.Asi

waswatchinghislayingonthemat.

Asi:Ovayomakefast.Stillhavetoplayfightingninjas.

Ovayonoddedscribblingonthebooks.Weallknow

howitiswhenyouareinthehurrytodosomething

youlove.Hegotdoneandtheystartedfightlikethey

wouldusuallydo.Laughingateachother.

Nanny:yey!

Theystoppedandlookedather.

Thetwins:sisi?

Nanny:youguysknowthatfightisnotallowedinthe

house.Playwithyourtoys.

Theynodded.Theydidthenaughtythingsthey



woulddowhentheirdaddyisaround.Butitwasway

todangerousforthenanny.Shewouldstopthem

eachtime.Thisiswhytheyhateher.Theysayshe

doesn'tallowthem toplayroughliketheyusuallydo.

Andtheycallitgirlishtoplaysoftly.Sotheydecided

toplaycars.Whileatit.Thenannyfallasleepon

couch.Notforgettinghowadeepsleepersheis.She

wasevensnoringtoconfirm it.Thetwinslookedat

herfrowningasshewasmakinganoisetothem.

Ovayo:let'sapplyColgateonherface.

Asi:yeahshealsodoesn'twantustoplaythewaywe

wanttoplay.It'spaybacktime.

Ovayonodded.Theycrawledtothestaircaseand

walkedupittotheirroom.Theytookthestep

leaderstheyuseandtooktheColgate.Theywalked

outholdingittogether.4stepsbeforethefloor.They

rolleddownthestairsandlaughedstandingup.They

walkedovertooher.Theyapplieditonherface

gigglingnonestop.Theygotdonewenttoplaceit

awaywashingtheirhands.Theywenttothekitchen.

Ovayosawanonionontopoffthecountertable.



Ovayo:look

Heshowedittohisbrotherandtheysmiled.

Them:italwaysmakesdaddyandmommycry.Let's

makehercryto.

Theynoddedlookingateachothersmiling.They

climbedupusingthebarstools.TrustmewhenIsay

theyareadventurous.Theythrewitonthefloor

beforegettingdownthesamewayagain.Theonion

wasalreadychopped.Mrs.Stokwewastheonewho

leftitthatway.Theyheldittogethertothelounge.

Theyputintheirfingersinitbeforeputtingitonher

eyes.Whentheyweresatisfied.Theywenttoplace

theoniononthetablebeforegoingtowatchtheir

handsandalsowenttosleepcuddlinglikethey

usuallydo.Afterafewminutesorso.Thenanny

finallywokeup.Shestretchedherbodyandasshe

wasstretchinghereyes.Theoniongotinhereyes

andshewasscreaming.Theguardswalkedinand

sawhergoingcrazy.

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWELVE

~NARRATED~

Theguardstookhertothehospitalastheysawshe

wasnow.Thetwinswerestillsleepingsopeacefully.

Whileshewasbeingadmittedoneofftheguards

searchedforImbusiseinthechildren'snewborn

sideofcourse.Theyknockedandeveryonelooked

athim.

Gaurd:canIcomeinsir?

Imbusisenodded.

Imbusise:ain'tyousupposetobeatthehouse?

What'swrong?

Heclearedhisthroat.

Gaurd:Iam sir.Butwehadtorushthetwinsnanny

heretohospital.

Theyallshruggedaskingwhat'swrong.

Gaurd:Idon'tknowwhathappenedinthehouse.But



weheardherscreamswewenttocheckandshe

wasgoinggoingcrazyrubbinghereyescrying.She

alsohadColgatealloverherface.

Them:what?

Henodded.

Imbusise:wherearethetwins?

Gaurd:theyaresleepingatthehouse.Weleftthem

withoneguard.

Shaka:whoelsewentinthehouseexceptthem?

Gaurd:noonesir.

Shakanoddedlaughing.Theylookedathim raising

aneyebrow.Hecouldn'tstoplaughing.

Shaka:yourkidshavesomethingtodowiththis.

Surelyshewasforbiddingthem from playingrough

liketheyusuallydo.Andtheythought.Whynotprank

her..

Theylookedathim withtheireyespoppedoutand

hecontinuedlaughing.Justthenthesecondguard

gotin.



Imbusise:howisshe?

Gaurd:sheisfinenow.Theysayonionwasputinher

eyesbutthereisnopermanentdamage.

ImbusiseandLithaLethuheldtheirfaces.The.

Otherslaughedatthem becausetheyknowhow

naughtythetwinsare.Anditwasobviousitwas

them.

Imbusise:comewiththosekidshere.

Theynoddedwalkingout.Theygottothehouseand

tookthesleepingOvayoizikhungoand

Asithamsanqele.Theywenttothehospitalwith

them andgottotheward.

Imbusise:makethem situpstraight

Theydid.Imbusisewokethem upandtheylookedat

him squintingfoldingtheirarmsacrosstheirchests.

Withtheirlipspouted.Astheyweresleepyandangry

thathewokethem up.Theyhateitwhensomeone

wakesthem upfornoreason.Theotherswere

laughingnonestopatthem.

Imbusise:whatdidyouguysdo?



Theyshruggedstillinoneposition.

LithaLethu:youguysbetterwakeupbeforeIpintch

youbetweenyouthighs.

Theyquicklysatupstraightandplacedtheirhands

betweentheirthighsbecausetheyknewthatshe

wasn'tjoking.

Imbusise:whydidyouguysapplyColgateandonion

onyournanny.

Theylookedathim lost.

Thetwins:what?

Imbusise:guysIam notjokingthisisserious.Why

didyouapplyColgateandoniononher?

Thetwins:whatColgateandoniondaddy?Wewere

sleepingintheroom.Wegotdoneplayingthesmall

carsshegaveusandwhenweweredone.Wewent

totakeanap.

Imbusise:justtellmethetruthguysyouwon'tgetin

trouble.

Thetwinslookedawaypoutingtheirlipsfoldingtheir

arms.Everyonewasenjoyingtheshowsana.



Thetwins:butwealsodidn'tdoanythingdaddy.

Whatifsheapplieditherself?

ImbusiseandLithaLethuheldtheirfacesbecause

theyknewtheywerelying.Theywatchedthefootage

offthehousewhentheguardsweregone.

Imbusise:Iam givingyouguysthelasttimetotell

methetruth.OrIwillsayyourmothershouldbeat

youup.Whathappenedatthehouse.

Thetwins:aaahspideratthebaby!!

Theysaidscreaming.Everyonejumpedtothebaby

andtheybothjumpedDownthebedbutfellonthe

ground.Theystoodupandranout.Theydidn'tsee

thespider.Theylookedatwherethetwinswereand

theywerelonggone.Theotherscouldn'tholdback

themselves.Theyjustburstoutlaughingwithtears

intheireyes.ImbusiseandLithaLethuweretrying

theirbesttocalm downfrom this.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTHIRTEEN

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ican'tbelievethatthischildrenmanagedtodoalloff

this.Howthefuckdo4yearoldsmanagetothink

aboutalloffthis?Ain'ttheysupposetobethinking

aboutcrayonsandcartoons?ButIguessnot

ImbusiseandLithaLethu'ssons.Theyarewayto

cleverfortheiragebona.Likeguys.How?These

kidsaredefinitelygivingmeaheadache.Not

forgettinghowserioustheywerebuttheywerelying.

Theyweresofuckenseriousguysliketheyare

tellingmethetruth.Theywereevengivingme

attitudeforheaven'ssake.Wherethefuckdothey

getthetimetoactlikethis.Iam nottalkingabout

whentheyranoutofhere.Heeasguys.Ialsopray

thatLisachumawillbesweet.Ican'tdealwiththese

2anymore.Andeveryoneherewasdeadfrom

laughteronwhattheyweredoing.Ilookedat

LithaLethuandshewasalsolookingatmein



disbelief.Iwalkedoutofthewardandsawthem

fallingattheendoffthecorridor.Theylookedback

atmeandscreamedbeforestandingupandrunning

away.Ichasedthem butIcouldn'tseethem.Iasked

thenursesweretheywereandshetoldmethatthey

gotintheward.Shewaslaughing.Basicallyevery

onewas.Igotinthewardandtheyweretalkingto

anotherchild.Therewerealotofpeopleinthisone.

Theysawmeandscreamedgigglingbeforerunning

towardsme.Ilookedatthem squinting.Theywere

smilinglookingatme.Theyquicklyranbetweenmy

thighs.Everyonewaslaughingatus.Iranbehind

them.Guysthewholefuckenhospital.Imaginehow

bigitis.TheyevengotinaliftandIhadtocatchthe

stairs.Rhaaaninamntanaapha.Insteadoffpeople

holdingthem forme.Theywerelaughingatus.

Surelythinkingit'sTom andJerry.Ifinallygotthem

attheparkinglot.Noonehasevermademerunthe

wayIdidtoday.Idonotwanttolie.Ineverdid.Iwas

kaktiredwhenIcaughtthem.AndIwasn'tlooking

forwardtochasethem aroundtheparkinglot.Iwas

goingtocalltheguardssham.Iplacethem ontopof

thebootofacar.Ilookedatthem andtheywere



catchingtheirbreathes.

Asi:daddy

Hesaidholdinghisheart.Ilookedathim allserious

andhesmiledstillcatchinghisbreath.

Asi:canIhavemyasthmapump.Myheartissore.

Pleasedaddy.Wewilltellyouthetruth.

HereallywasstrugglingtobreathebecauseOvayo

wasfinenow.Igotinthehospitalwiththem.Iwent

tothereceptionistarea.

Me:Charlottepleasebringmeanasthmapump.

Shenoddedlaughinglookingatthem andshookher

headbeforewalkingaway.Shecamebackwithit

andIgaveittoasi.Wewalkedbacktotheirmother's

ward.Andtheywerestilllaughing.Iplacedthem on

topoffthebed.

Me:startexplaining.

Ovayo:itwasAsi'sideadaddyIswear.

Asitookouttheasthmapump.

Asi:he…



Hisbreathwasstillnotthesame.Heputinthe

pumpagain.Welaughedathim.Iknowitisserious

guys.ButitwasalsofunnyatthesametimeIswear.

HeclosedHiseyesandopenedthem again.Ovayo

waslookingathim worried.Herubbedhischestand

wesmiledlookingatthem.

Ovayo:soIalsoagreesincethenannywasannoying

likesheusuallyis.Shedidn'twantustoplay.Sowe

applytheColgatetogether.Whenwedone.Wentto

thekitchen.Sawtheonionandclimbeduptogetit.

Andweapplyittoo.Wejustwantedtomakehercry

fornotlettingusplay.Nothingpersonal.

Welookedathim holdingourchests.Howoldishe

again?

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDFOURTEEN

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Theyalllaughedathim andwalkedout.Sincethey

weremakinganoise.IblameImbusiseforthisumna.

Iblamehim.Histheonewhomadethesechildren

thisnaughty.Ijusthopethenannyisfine.Ican't

believetheythoughtoffsomethinglikethis.Like

reallyguysyooh.Havingnaughtykidsistheworst.If

theydidthistothenanny.Imaginewhatmore

damagestheywilldotopeoplewhentheyareold.

AndIcan'tevenchangethem becauseit'shardto

changepeople.Idon'twanttocontrolmychildren.

NeitherdoIwantthem tomisbehavelikethisto

otherpeople.PeoplewillsurelythinkthatIam a

motherwhodoesnotcarewhatmychildrendo.But

whatcanwedo.WetalkingaboutOvayoizikhungo

andAsithamsanqelehere.Asifinallycaughthis

breathandcametorestbyme.Ilookedathim and

hesquintedlookingatmetoo.Ihithisforeheadand



frowned.

Me:whydidyouguysdothattothenanny?

Asi:butmommyshedoesn'twantustoplay.

Me:youguysshouldstopplayingrough.Onedayyou

willlandinhospital.

Them:butmommyit'ssogirly.Talktoherdaddy.

Daddylookedatthem thenLisachuma.Welaughed

athim.

Imbusise:youguysneedtoapologizetoher.What

youdidwaswrong.

Them:butshewasalsowrong.

Welookedatthem.

Them:okayfine.

Me:andmayitbethelasttimethatyoudoing

anythingfunnytoanyone.AndIam deadserious.

AsijustplayedwithmyboobsandOvayomyfeet.

Wesighed.

Me:youwillhavetotalktoyourkids.Youknowthey



willneverlistentome.

Henodded.

Imbusise:wewillbeback.BreastfeedLisasolong

andIwilltakethem toher.Andtalktothem.

Inodded.ItookLisachumawhilehewentawaywith

thetwins.IsmiledlookingatmysonasIam

brushinghisforehead.Fuckhissohairy.Iwonder

howmorewillhebewhenhisold.Andhehasalotof

haironhisheadtoo.Ifellinlovewithhim moreas

hissuckingonmybreastsholdingfistswithhistiny

hands.Itriedukuzolulabuthemadeafistagain.I

giggledwipingmytears.Iam justgladthatatleast

hewillalsohaveanormalupbringing.Imeanitwas

hardwithAsithamsanqele.It'sstillis.Justnowhe

neededhisasthmapumptobreathe.Hisnota

normalchildatall.ButIam justgladthatatleastmy

childisstillherealiveandkicking.Alongwithhis

otherhalfoffcourse.MyOvayoizikhungo.Iam also

gladthatheneverhadanysideeffects.Andhis

strong.Iam justgladthatIhaveallmychildrenwith

me.WhatmorecanIaskfor.Theycamebackand

theytoldmehowitwent.Theyapologizedbutthe



nannyqiuted.Idon'tblameherthough.Itwasbound

tohappen.Theyhadtolivehis.Theykissedme

goodbyebeforegoing.Promisingtocomeandfetch

metomorrowmorningsincethat'swhenthedoctor

willdischargeme.IjusthopeIwon'tgetthereand

findthehouseinthemess.YesAsiandOvayomight

beaproblem justthe2offthem.ButwithImbusise

intheequation?It'stheworst.IthoughtItoldyou

aboutthis.IhopeagainthatLisachumabecomesa

sweetboy.Iwon'tbeabletodealwith4naughty

boys.IswearIwillskipthecountry.

…

…

{1monthlater,July}

Me:oohmntanam

(mychild)

IsaidMakingLisacalm down.Wejustgotbackfrom

theclinicatthehospital.Hehadtogettheinjection

offonemonthyearolds.Thevaccineshots.Imade

him calm downafterwegotoutofftheclinic.Butas

Iwasplacinghim down.Iforgotthathisthighswere



sore.Whileatit.AndheIwasbreastfeedinghim

now.Asigotintheroom crying.Iclosedmyeyes

andlookedathim.Ipulledhim tomeandwipedhis

tears.

Me:what'swrongbaby?

Hejustcontinuedcrying.Imbusisecameintheroom

withthecryingOvayo.Healsorantomecrying.I

lookedatImbusiseandshrugged.

Imbusise:theybothwantyouItrieddistractingthem.

Me:guysbutIam here.Iain'tgoinganywhere.

Theylifteduptheirhandscrying.Haiboguys

amaxibaamaNgaka?Can'ttheyseeIam

breastfeedinghere?

(thesebigboysguys)

Me:guysIam feedingyourbrotherhere.Gotoyour

father.Iwillcometoyouknow.

Theyshooktheirheadstillliftinguptheirhands.I

lookedatImbusiseandsighed.Whyaretheyso

jealous.Thesetwoaresonaughtymarn.Basile.I

tookoutmybreastfrom Lisaandluckilyhedidcry.



Hisfathertookhim.

Me:becarefulwithhim.Rememberhisarmsand

thighs.

Henodded.Itookthetwinsandtheykeptquiet

wipingtheirtearsholdingmetightly.Welaughedin

disbeliefwiththeirfather.Zangendaxakwa.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDFIFTEEN

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

HeplacedLisachumatosleep.Thetwinswerealso

sleepingnow.Wewentplacethem intheirroom.

Imbusisegotacallfrom Shakathatmybestfriendis

abouttogivebirth.HowISowantedtogo.

Imbusise:Icanalwaysstaybehind.Willyoumanage?

Inodded.

Me:atleasttheyaresleepingnow.Surelyinthirty

minutesthereisalotIcando.

Henodded.Wekissedbeforehewalkedouttomeet

hisgranddaughterorson.Ohhmysistergavebirth

toacutecolouredboyguys.Howadorableheis.She

havebrithtohim onMay.Stephenisevenjealousoff

whenwefussingoverhim.Hewantshisfirstbornall

tohimself.Iunderstandwhyumnasham.

Iwenttothekitchentodrinki'Stoneyjusttohelp

fastenmytummytogobacktoitsnormalshape.



ButIwearmyhotbelttofastenuptheprocess.Plus

Ialsohitthegym withImbusiselikeIhavebeen

doingwhenIwaspregnant.SoonIwillbeonmy

normalshapeandin4monthsIshouldbeinmy

whitegown.Wedecidedtogetmarriedonthe30th

ofNovember.LastdayoffSprings.Andwehavingit

inavineyard.Thecostsoffitgivesmegoosebumps

allovermybodybutImbusisesaidthereisnotlimit.

SonextmonthwegoingtocapeTownandbookthe

vineyardwelovethemostandsendoutthe

invitations.Theythemeismintcolour.Wenowit's

difficulttofindthistypeofcolor.Youshould

probablygotoFoschiniortoatailorinordertofind

theclothingandnoenterwithoutit.Whichiswhywe

takingtheinvitationsnextmonth.Alsoasthebridal

party.Weactuallyplanningonmakingkidsourmaid

ofhonor.Butwestilldecidingonit.Thereisstillalot

offthingstodo.

…

…

{monthlater}



Me:babycomelet'slivestream onInstagram anddo

somethingcrazy.

Imbusise:okay.Ndizenesnacks?

(shouldicomewithsnacks?)

Me:yesMrStokwe.

Helaughedandgavemeapeck.

Imbusise:sho

IputmyphoneontheringlightandthenImbusise

cametowiththesnacksandeverything.Westarted

thevideokeh.

Me:heyguys.Hopeyouallarestillgood.Some,

LithaLethuStokweandmyhusband…babyintroduce

yourself.

Imbusise:aayoushould.

Igiggled.

Me:okayy'allthisismyhusband,ImbusiseStokwe,

mydon.

Imbusise:ohyes!



Iburstoutlaughingandhelaughedtoo.

Me:soiam onmaternityleave.Andthat'sthereason

whywearelivingstreamingnow.Pluswebored.

Imbusise:thekidsaresleeping.LithaLethugave

them Panado.

Igavehim adeadstareandhelaughedkissingmy

cheek.Peoplewerelaughingatthecomment

section.

Me:mxm.SoutheuBabythatweshouldstartoffby

him doingmymakeup.Healwayslooksatmewhen

iam doingmymakeupsohethoughtthatheshould

domymakeup.

Imbusise:yeah.Ndigoodkehkweziway.Yayazimoc

chenikaKwanto.

(iam goodatthesethings.Ifixeverything)

Ilookedathim.Helaughed.

Me:pleasedothemakeupbeforeyourkidswakeup.

Imbusise:okay.

Hecamewithmymakeupkitandstartedwithmy



makeup.

Imbusise:thisismywifekehguys.Notjustanyone.

Myeverythingtoo.

Igiggled.

Imbusise:we'restartingwiththeeyebrowskeh.

Hekeptondoingmymakeupwhiletalkingsome

rubbishlikehealwaysdoes.

Me:howareyougoingtofinishwhenyou'retalking

Tatamawele?

Imbusise:imakeupartistziyenzalontobabyxana

zisenzaimakeupkaloku.

(makeupartistsdothiswhentheyaredoing

makeupbaby)

Me:areyouamakeupartistTakaOvayo?

Imbusise:ewefondini.I'm sureiwillgetbookings

aftertheyseewhatididtoyourface.Yesesumhle

baby.

(youbeautifulbaby)

Me:youhaven'tevenappliedthefoundation



sendimhle?

(butIam beautiful?)

Imbusise:ewemamabo.

(yes)

Me:okayTatabo.

Imbusise:yeyumbizakamnandiumntulosisigents

phofasozeniunderstand'ekanjaninina.

(shecancallsomeonesonicelygents.Wellyou

won'tunderstand)

Ilaughed.

Me:justfinishupNgcondeplease?

HeblushedandIgiggled.

Imbusise:okayuxolokeh.

(sorry)

Hestartedapplyingthefoundationandeverything.

Hegotdoneandthenlookedatme.

Me:yinton?

(whatisit?)



Imbusise:yho.

Tearsstreameddownhischeeksandiknewhewas

laughingatsomething.

Me:babyHaimani.

Heburstoutlaughing.

Me:yintoni?

(whatisit?)

Imbusise:yhobhubesiebhubesiniMakaAsi.

-itsalionforalion.

Ilaughed.

Me:Imbusisehaineh?

(Imbusiseno?)

Imbusise:ingathngalamashiyae'cashierzase

ShopRiteMamaboanfuninoxoka.

(it'slikeyouthecashiersfrom ShopRite.Idonot

wanttolie)

Me:a.anehImbusise?

Imbusise:sungxamanzowasulababyndiwalungise.



(waitIwilltakethem offandfixthem baby)

Me:aawhatyoudidyinonsensekodwa.

Ilookedatmyselfatthemirror.Guysthethingthati

saw!!Imbusiseburstoutlaughingandhist-shirtgot

wetbecauseofthetears.Ilookedathim withtears

streamingdownmyface.Iheldmymouth.

Imbusise:Ican'tdothisanymore.Haibabyungulol.

(nobabyyouareLol)

Ilookedathim andhecouldn'tstoplaughing.

Imbusise:unguLaughingOutLoud.

(you're…)

________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDSIXTEEN.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Icouldn'tstoplaughingattheshitIdidtoherface

andpeopleonthecommentsectionwerealso

laughing.

Me:aaguys.Youshouldn'tlaughather.Ihavethe

righttolaughatmywoman.V'tsekini.

Ilaughedswitchingitoff.Ilookedatherholdingin

mylaugh.Sheclickedhertonguebeforewalking

upstairs.Iburstoutlaughing.Mxm yoooh.Iwent

upstairstooafterIhavecalmeddownwithhermake

upkit.Justthetwinswalkedoutofftheirroom

stretchingtheireyes.TheylookedatLithaandfell

downontheirbutts.

Them:yoohmamantoniundothusacifanbavuke

kwabafileyomfodini.

(yoohmom whyareyouscaringus.Ithoughtyou

wokeupfrom thedead)



Sheclickedhertongueandthetwinsweregasping

non-stop.Iburstoutlaughingandshegotinthe

room.Icalmeddownleavingthekidsdeadfrom

laughtertoo.Igotintheroom andLisawasaboutto

cry.Itookhim.Ndam thekethis.Helookedatme

andhehadasmallsmileonhisface.Iwasalittlebit

worriedthoughabouthissight.Imeanthetwins

startedseeingbeforetheyweretwomonths.ButI

guesskidsdon'tgrowupthesame.Iam justglad

thatheatleastseesnow.Ialsosmiledlookingat

him.Igavehim apeck.Justthenhismothercame

outofthebathroom.Herfacewasclearnow.We

laughed.

Me:babycomeandsee.Hecanseenow.

Litha:what!?

Inodded.Shecametositnexttome.

Me:mbize

(callhim)

Litha:Lisa!Lisa!

Helookedaroundbuthecouldn'tfindthisperson.



Me:yambonauyavanaxaebizwa.Nankubaby

ngapha.

(youseehecanevenhearwhenheiscallen.Here

sheisbabysheisthisside)

IsaidMakinghim facehismother.Wamthekethisa

naye.Heopenedhismouthsmilingbutnothing

couldcomeoutwelaughedathim.

Litha:hereallycansee.Izandim ncancise.

(come,letmebreastfeedhim)

Inoddedgivinghim toher.

Me:remembertomorrowmorningwehavetogoto

CapeTown.

Shenodded.

Litha:mymom hasnoproblem withkeepingLisa

sincewecan'tgoaroundwithhim.Imeanhehasn't

finishedhis3monthsyet.It'seasyforhim tocatcha

virus.

Inodded.

Me:wetakingthetwinswith.Ican'triskitwiththose



twoanymore.Theyarewaytonaughty.

Welaughed.

Litha:noproblem.It'sonlyforthedayeven.Ishould

startmilkingoutmilkthen.Whatelsearewe

checkingoutexpectfortheVenue?

Me:foodalso.Acateringbusiness.Andadecorater.

Ijusthopewewillfindonewhohasthemintcolour

wewant.

Litha:surelytheywill.Andthat'sitfornow.The

invitationsshouldbeoutbythenextweekFriday.It's

stillthesamelistfrom youright?Noadditional

people?

Me:thereispeopleIwanttoaddtothelist.±5but

yeahstillthesamepeople.AndoohIthinkhaving

kidsasourbridalpartywillbeagoodidea.But

childrenundertheageoff5.Wecanhaveabout10

offthem.

Shenodded.

Litha:wealreadyhave5.Sipha,Menzi,Liyabonaand

thetwins.Zintle;mycousin,hasadaughter.Whois



5yearold.So6.

Me:Ialsohavesmallgrandchildren.Sowewilladd

them aswell.Iwilltalktomynephewsandnieces.

MaybeonSunday.Wecangotothetailortotake

theirmeasurements.Andletthem choosethe

dressesandsuitstheywant.

Shenodded.

Litha:that'sagreatidea.Askthem solong.Sothat

weknowwhoisin.

Inoddedtakingoutmyphoneandaskedonthe

familygroup.

Me:done,askZintle.

Shenoddedandgavemeherphone.

Litha:IsavedherbyZintleDaku.

Inodded.IaskedZintle.Luckilyshewasonlineand

shesaidyesshedoesn'thaveaproblem buther

childhastogotoherhusband'shouseholdthis

weekendsincetherewillbeaceremonyforherthere.

Mbeleko.

Me:shesaidyesbuttherewillbeimbelekoforher



thisweekend.Soshecan'tcomeonSunday.

Shenodded.

Litha:IwillgoandfetchherafterschoolonMonday.

Inodded.

…

…

Me:thisisthelastVineyardwewillbevisitingtoday.

AndIlovethisonethemost.YouwillseewhatIam

talkingabout.

Shenodded.Wegotoutofthecarwiththetwins.

Wemetthewomanwhoownsitandsheshowedus

around.

Me:seebythatbridge.Icouldbestandingtherewith

thepastorandthekids.Youwalkdownthatbridge

tothefront.Havetheguestssittinghereatthegrass.

Litha:Ilovetheidea.Thenafterthesigningofthe

papers.Ustotakepictureswiththefamily.Wecan

haveabarthere.Withfingerfood.Thereisnice

smalltentswerepeoplecansitandrelaxsolong.

Thenwhenwearedone.Wecanusethehall.Imean



it'sbigenoughforourguests.Andanoverflow.

Inodded.

Me:alsothekidscanplaythere.

AsiandOvayowerealreadyplaying.Welaughed.

Me:sohowmuchwillitcost?

Woman:2million.

Us:2million!?Rhaa!

Shenoddedlaughing.

Woman:youtoldmethatyouhave±800guests.Well

thisisadiscountevenbecause100guestisjust25k.

Andthat2millionisn'tjustyoupayingforthevenue.

It'salsoforfoodanddecoration.Wedothem too.At

theendofftheday.Everyoneleaveswithapackage

andourbottleofwine.

Me:soyougettodothecateringandthedecoration?

Shenoddedsmiling.Andwealsonodded.

:mommy,dadddaahh!!

Followedbygiggles.Welookedattheplacethey



wereatbuttheywerenotthere.Welookedaround

andtheywereinthedam playingwiththeducks

giggling.Iclosedmyeyestryingmybesttonot

laughatthesituation.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDSEVENTEEN.

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Icouldn'tbelieveitguys.Theywereinthewater.I

calmedmyselfdown.IlookedatImbusise.The

womanwaslookingatthem indisbeliefandthey

weregigglingnon-stopplayingwiththeducks.

Imbusisewasholdinginhislaugh.Igavehim adead

stare.Heliftuphishandslikehissurrendering.

Me:Itoldyoutookeepaneyeonthem.Andnottoo

letgooffthem Imbusise!

Imbusise:mamaboyoualsosawthattheywantedto

play.HowwasIgoingtoknowthattheyweregoing

togetinthedam?

Me:youknowhowsillyyourkidsare!Gotakethem

outmarn!

Hesighedandwalkedtothedam.Hetookapicture

ofthenhetookthem outandtheyweresodamn

dirtyfrom themud.Theywanttogobackinbutheld



them tightly.

Imbusise:guysaamarn.Whydidyougetinthe

fuckendam?

Them:butdaddywewantedtoswim andwantedthe

ducks.

Imbusise:inadam?Doyousmellhowstinkyyouare

rightnow?

Them:daddy.

Imbusise:mommyisangry.Sheisgoingtobeatyou

up.AndIwilllether.Becauseyousonaughty.

TheylookedatmeandhidbehindImbusise.The

womanwasdeadfrom laughter.Theywalkedtome

andIgavethem adeadstare.Theyclenchtheir

Jawslookingateachother.

Them:IswearmommyitwasOvayo's/asi'splan.I

didn'twantto.Itriedtostophim buthedidn'tlisten

tome.Beathim up.

Theysaidpointingateachother.Isquintedlooking

atthem.Theyfiddledwiththeirhands.

Them:it'sdaddymommy.Healsoencouragedusto



playinthedam.

Imbusisegavethem adeadstareandtheylooked

away.

Me:nx

Ilookedatthewomanandshewasredfrom

laughing.

Me:sorryforwhattheydid.Kids.

Woman:noitisfine.Imeankidswillalwaysbekids.

Me:Iam afraidwewon'tbeabletostayanylonger.I

gaveyoumynumberright?

Shenodded.Ialsonodded.

Me:wewillprobablytransferthemoneybyMonday.

Wetalkingaboutthe30thofNovember.

Shenoddedwritingeverythingdown.

Woman:thecolorofftheWedding?

Me:Mint

Shetookoutabookinherbagandshowedmethe

differenttypesoffmint.IshowedhertheoneI



wanted.

Woman:okaythen.

Me:weliveinPE.Sowewillmostlytalkonthephone.

Andprobablybytheweekofthewedding.Wewillbe

here.

Woman:finebymethen.Iwillsendyouthekindsoff

settingswedo.Andyouwillchooseyourfavorite.

AndIhavealreadymadetakeawaysforyoutotake

homeanddecidewhatkindoffoodyouwant.

Justthenherassistantcamewith3paperbags.

Woman:theyhavealreadypackagedeverything.The

starter,meancourseanddessert.

Imbusise:that'sgreatactually.Thankyou.Itwasnice

doingbusinesswithyou.

Wehandshakedthem beforetheywalkedusout.I

askedforaplastic.Theygaveittome.Itookoff

theirclothesandplacedthem intheplasticbefore

wedroveoff.Theywereoutoffthewindowssinging.

Idonotknowthesong.Buttheywereevengreeting

everyonetheysee.Andthepeoplewouldgreetback



to.Imbusisewastakingavideooffthem laughing.I

wasshakingmyheadallthewaytotheshops.I

finallygotthereandwentinWoolworths.Ibought

them icordroguysandBen10t-shirt.Iknowhow

muchtheyhatetheseclothes.Andizogezelwa

ngabanthwanaumna.Ndizobabonisakanjani.

Me:evenifyoudon'tputthem inaplasticsisi.They

willwearthem now.

Shenoddedlaughing.Iwassoangryguys.Iam sure

shesawhowIam.Ipaidandwalkedout.Ithrewthe

clothesinthebackseat.Igotinthecarandlooked

atthem.Theylookedatmeindisbelief.

Them:haamamacodro?

Me:yeynxibani

(weartheclothes)

Them:yuuhHaiAsozeumnamamaBen10?

(nevermom,Ben10?)

Igavethem adeadstareandtheylookedaway

foldingtheirarmsmumbling.Imbusisewasdead

from laughernexttome.



Imbusise:Haiworsee'greenbhabhacabauthimaba

match.isenezkipazabo.NxibaniNinadaddyani

phote.Yooh.

(theyareevengreenbaby.Soyousayingthatit

shouldmatchupwiththeirt-shirts.Wearyour

clothessothatdaddycantakeapictureofyou)

Hewascryingnow.Theboyswerelookingatme

wantingtocry.Igavethem adeadstare.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDEIGHTEEN

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Imadethem wheretheclothesandtheywereso

angryguys.Liketheywantedtocryeven.Idroveto

KFCsinceIwascravingfortheirduckedwingsand

chicken.Iboughtitatthedrivethru.

Me:whatdoyouwant?

Theydidn'tevenanswerme.Theywerelooking

outsidethewindowallangry.Imbusisewasdead

from laugher.

Imbusise:LithaLethuyabonaqumbisabanthwana?

(LithaLethuyouseethatyoumadethekidsangry?)

Me:mxm.Basileaba.Kudalandibanqandaaba

abevabazohlalakwezamphahlanangomsomnye

bazonxibaezimpahlaschool.weni.

(theyarenaughty.Ihavebeenwarningthem butthey

donotlisten.Theywillstayinthoseclotheseventhe



dayaftertomorrow.Theywillwearthoseclothesat

school)

TheylookedatmesquintingandImbusisewas

laughing.Iorderedpopsforthem sincethat'slike

theonlythingtheyeathereandwrapsta's.Butonly

one.Iwenttogocollectourfoodandgavethem

theirs.MeandImbusisesharedthemealIbought

forus.WeatetakingatouraroundCapeTownsince

wehadanhourbeforeourflight.

…

…

Imbusise:andwehere.

Ilookedbackandthekidsweresleeping.

Me:let'sgetinandtakeLisachuma.

Henodded.Wewalkedinsidemyparentshouse.We

greetedthem.

Mom:yoohgezilemntanakhosisiBekufunekendim

ngenyawu.

(yourchildwasnaughtysisi.Ihadtostandonmy

feet)



Dad:oohmfazwam ngobaxa.

(mywifeandexaggerating)

Welaughed.ItookLisaandhewassleeping.Hewas

socute.Ihavehim apeckandhemovedhishand

andIgiggled.

Me:Iam afraidwewon'tstaylonger.Wehavetogo.

Thetwinsaresleepinginthecar.

Theynoddedsmiling.

Mom:donotforgetaboutoutthedinnertomorrow.

Me:youknowIwon'tmissitfortheworld.

Imbusise:whatdinner?

Dad:didn'tshetellyou?

Me:Iforgot.ButIpromiseIwasgoingtotellhim.

Them:when!?

Me:soon!

Them:when!?

Me:soon!

Weburstoutlaughing.



Imbusise:seesheishidingsecretsfrom mebanthu

abadala?

WelookedateachotherandIwassmiling.They

laughedatus.Wehuggedthem goodbyebefore

gettingout.

…

…

Me:goodthingyouguysareback.Izanogadu

bhabha.

(comeandguidethebaby)

Theysmiledplacingtheirschoolbagsonthefloor.

Theykissedmesittingdown.

Me:ningam phakamisine?Akaphakanyiswabhabha

engekomommy.Ningam bambinasentloko.Klk

ntlokoyakheisoft.Dlalaninayengezandlazakhe.

Nithethenayene?

(don'tlifthim upright?Thebabyisnotliftedup

whenmommyisnothere.Don'tevenholdhishead.

Becauseit'sstillsoft.Playwithhishands.Andtalk

tohim,right?)



Theynoddedandgiggled.

Them:butmommyhecan'ttalk.

Me:hecan.

Theylookedatmeraisinganeyebrow.

Asi:what'shisnamemommy?

Theyaskedraisinganeyebrow.It'sfunnyhowI

neverforasecondtoldthem abouthisname.I

alwayscallhim 'bhabha'atthem.

Me:Lisachuma

TheynoddedfrowningandIlaughedgoingtothe

kitchen.Igotthereandwashedtheirlunchesboxes

andLisa'sbottles.Imademyselffood.Thebaby

wasmakingbabysoundsandthetwinswouldask

whatheissaying.Iwaslaughingatthem inthe

kitchen.AsIwaseatingchoppingtheveggiesfor

dinner.Thetwinswouldgoquietandburstout

laughingafterafewminutes.Iwonderwhat's

happeningthere.Itookthedishclothandwalked

overtothelounge.Theywerefuckenblowingairat

Lisaandhecouldn'tsotheywouldlaughathim



everytimehecloseshiseyesandcan'tbreathe.I

lookedatthem indisbelief.Imbusisegotinthe

house.Helookedatthem andburstoutlaughing.

Thetwins:comeandseedaddyhisholdinginhis

breathandclosinghiseyes.Notforgettinghowugly

hecomes.

Iclosedmyeyesholdingmyforehead.

_________

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDNINETEEN.

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Icouldn'tholdinmylaugh.Weburstoutlaughingno

Imbusise.

Me:rhaanindiqelakakubiNina.Saphanimntanam.

Niniababitchi.

(youguysaredisrespectingme.Givememychild.

Youtheuglyoneshere)

IsaidtakingLisa.Iclickedmytongueandthey

laughed.Ikissedhim andhesmiled.Hemadehis

babysoundsandhisfathercametotakehim from

me.Irolledmyeyesandthetwinslaughedatus.Ihit

boththeirheadsandtheyfrowned.Welaughedat

them.

Me:ain'tyouhungry?

Theynodded.

Them:weren'tthereleftoverslastnight.



Me:myhusbandatethem.

Them:daddy

Imbusise:what?Iwashungryguys.AndIwantedreal

food.

Theylookedathim squintingandheshrugged.We

laughed.

Me:thereiswhitebread.SoIwillmakechicken

stripsanddunkthem inmayonnaise.

Theysmiled.Igavethem eachapeckbeforegoing

tothekitchen.Imadethefoodforthem andtheir

fathers.Surelyhisalsohungry.Imeanhehasbeen

atcourtfor4hoursnow.Yephisbackatwork.I

meanaFirm andahospitalcan'trunthemselves.

Andhehasbeensneakythesepastfewdays.I

wonderwhat'supwithhim.Hopefullyhisnotdoing

somethingIwon'tlike.HeknowshowIwouldfreak

outathim.

…

…

{monthslater,November29}



Me:okaythesettinglooksgoodbutIwouldlikeyou

tochangetheflowersinsometablesandmaybe

havecandles.

Shenodded.

Woman:thesearechairsyouwanted?

Inodded.

Me:yep.Andoutside.Pleaseaddawhitecarpet.

Insteadoffaredone.Itwillsurelygowellwithour

theme.AndIlovethesettingoutsidetoo.It'sactually

beautiful.Butdidyouseethatwillberaininginthe

morning.

IsaidclenchingmyJawslookingather.Shenodded.

Woman:whichiswhytheyareputtinguptents

outside.Istronglybelievethatby10itwillhave

stoppenandthat'swhenpeoplewillstartarriving.

Inodded.

Me:yep.Otherwiseifithasn'tstop.Iam afraidwe

willhavetodoeverythinghere.

Shenodded.JustthenMbangigotin,stillonthecall.



Mbangi:wehavetogo.Theguestshavearrivedat

theB&B.

Inodded.Wewalkedout.Wellsincewegetting

marriedhereinCapeTown.Andmostoffourfamily

membersaresituatedinEasternCape.Theycouldn't

havecaughtbussesandflightsinthemorning.So

weofferedaccommodationandfoodforthem and

thetransportationwasonthem.Sowebook2B&B

forboththefamily's.Mineinoneandhisinone.And

otherswillbehereinthemorning.Becauseeveryone

onourguestlistgotbacktoous.Thattheyare

coming.Soyeahitwasamusttobookthewhole

B&Bs.Imagineguysandwehadtohave

transportationforthem togettothevenue.But

thankGodit'sonlyforgoingandcomingback.Yeah

wesurelyspentalotonthiswedding.Butwewere

bothfinanciallyokay.Sotherewasn'taworryinthe

worldatall.Justthenaswewereassistingwith

everyonetogetintheirroom.Okuhlecamewith

Lisachuma.

Okuhle:befunawena

(shewantedyou)



Inoddedtakinghim.

Me:wherearethetwins?

Okuhle:Itookthem totheirfather.Theywantedhim.

Me:okaythen.Anddidyougetmydress?

Okuhle:yep.Ijustgotbackfrom theairportnow.It's

inthecar.

Inoddedsmilingandkissedhischeek

Me:howwasmyhusband?

Okuhle:begowasham andifuninoxoka.Uthifuna

wenapha.

(hewassosadshame.Idon'twanttolie.Hesayshe

wantsyou)

Me:nccoImisshim too.

Welaughed.

Okuhle:youwillfindmebackattheguesthouse.

Inodded.Wellwesleepattheguesthouse.Ever

sincewecamehereonSunday.Alsomyparents.

ButtheycameonWednesday.Whichwasyesterday.



YeswegettingmarriedonaFriday.Andthereare2

guesthousesnowsincetherealotoffus.Andone

can'taccommodatealloffus.Wellwegotdonehere

whenallthepeoplewhoweresupposetobehere.

Andtheotherswhowillnotcomecalledandtoldme

theywillcomeinthemorning.Wegottotheguest

houseanditwasquietthenusual.Imeanthere

wouldusuallybeanoisefrom SesonaandEmihle.

Havingthem inoneisjustchaotic.IlookedatAmila

andshelookedawaysmiling.Ishookmyheadand

wegotin.

"Surprise!!"

Ilaughedlookingatthem asthelightswenton.

Emihlewentoutwiththekidsandtheypulledmein

thehouseastheywerescreaming.Icouldn'tstop

laughing.Ican'tbelievethattheydidaBachelorette

partyforme.Sesonamademewearalingerieas

theywereallwearingones.Ishookmyheadasthey

mademesitontopoffthechairtheymadeforme.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~



WegotdoneattheB&BwithLindileandAnethemba.

Wewerehelpingtheguestsgetintheirrooms.

Anethemba:howmuchdidyouspendonyour

weddingsolong?

Me:withbothmymoneyandLithaLethu'swespent

morethen10million.

Them:what!?

Inoddedlaughing.

Me:Iknowitisalotbutitwastotallyworthitinthe

end.Aslongaswebothgotachancetohaveour

dream wedding.

Theysmiledandpattedmyshoulder.

Them:spokelikeatrueman.

Welaughed.

Me:Ijustwishmom anddad.Werehere.

Theysmiledlookingatme.

Anethemba:youknowthatwearehereforyoulittle

bro.



Ilookedatthem andtheyburstoutlaughing.

Lindile:pluswehaveaunt.Soworryless.

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:broItoldyou,youwillgetlost.Weweresuppose

togetinatthatstreet.Notthisone.

Anethemba:Iknow.

Ilookedathim raisinganeyebrow.Thestoppedin

from offaclub.

Me:noway.Iam definitelynotclubbingtonight.I

can'thavehangoveronmywedding.

Theylaughedgettingoutandtheydraggedmeout.

Wegotinattheback.

"surprise!!"

Ishookmyheadlaughinggettingintheroom.We

wereinastripclubbecausetherewere2pollshere.

Thesemotherfuckersmademeabachelorsparty.

ShakaandLethucametomelaughingdancing

givingmeshots.Ilaughedtakingthem.

__________



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTY

~NARRATED~

Earlyinthemorning.Both;LithaLethuandImbusise

weresleeping.Andeveryoneelsewasgoingcrazy

around.Preparingfortheirwedding.Eventhepeople

theywerepartyingwithwereupallfreshsinging

weddingsongs.Idon'tblamethecouplethough

becauselastnighttheyhadablast.Itwasdrinkafter

drinkafterdrink.AndwhenlastdidLithaLethudrink

thatmuch?BeforesheevenmetImbusise.Because

shestoppeddrinkingsinceawomanwhodrinkisa

petpeevetoImbusise.Andshewasdeeplysleeping

from allthealcoholshegot.OnImbusise'sside.

Theyweremixingeverythingandanythinginfrontof

them.Imustsaythatthecouplereallyenjoyedthe

lastdayofthem being"single".

×××××

LITHALETHU'SGUESTHOUSE



×××××

Asshewassnoringsleeping.Hersistersgotinthe

room singingallhappy.Shecouldn'tevenhearthem

asshewasreallysleepingdeeply.Herbestfriend,

Amileslappedherslightly,shakingher.

Litha:mhh.

Shesaidwakingup.Sheopenedhereyesandclosed

them againastheywereheavy.Theyalllaughedat

herandsheshowedthem hermiddlefinger.Itwas

evenhardtoliftupherhand.Theylaughedmore.

Justthenshefelttheneedtovomitandshequickly

rantothebathroom andvomited.Emihlecamewith

aglassoffwatertoherandsherinsedhermouth.

Shesatonthetoiletseatandpeedrestingherface

onherhands.

Sesona:makeitfastLona.Themakeupartistwillbe

hereinanhour.

Litha:makeartistforwhatnow.

Theyburstoutlaughing.

Them:bitchit'syourweddingday!



Lithajumpedoffthetoiletseatandhereyespopped

out.Sheevenforgotthatshewasgettingmarried.

Shescreamedjumpingupanddownandtheyall

laughedather.TheyknowhowmuchLithahasbeen

waitingforthisday.Shewassoexcited.Shecouldn't

stopsmiling.

Amile:hereisgrandpaandwaterfortheheadache.

×××××

IMBUSISE'SGUESTHOUSE

×××××

Hewokeupwiththeworstheadacheever.Justthen

hisbrothersandnephewsgotintheroom singing.

Imbusise:aamajitantongoku?

(nogents,whatnow?)

Hesaidlookingatthem angry.Theylaughedathim.

Theywerealreadyintheirsuits.ButLindileand

Anethembawereindustypinksuits.Andtheywere

matching.Ifitwasoneoffthem gettingmarried.

Imbusisewouldhavedonethesamethingtoo.

That'sjusthowtheStokwebrothersare.



Imbusise:nababiniyaphi?

(youugly,whereareyougoing?)

Theyburstoutlaughing

Them:yourweddingoffCourse.

Imbusisejumpedoffthebed.

Imbusise:holdon,it'smyweddingtoday.It'smy

fuckenweddingtoday!

Herantothebathroom allexcited.Theyalllaughed

athim.Imbusisebrushedhisteethandhecould

stopsmilingashealsorealizedthatit'sactuallyhis

weddingdaytoday.Hisfinallygoingtogetmarried

totheloveoffhislife.Thedayhehasbeenwaiting

for.Hegotdonebrushinghisteethandgotinthe

shower.Allhecouldthinkaboutwashowbeautiful

Lithawillinherweddinggown.Andhejustcouldn't

waittoseeherasithasbeenawhilesincehelast

sawher.Hegotdoneandlotionedinthebathroom

beforegoingoutwithagown.Justthenherauntgot

inwithfoodforhim.Hesmiledthankingher.Heate

thebreakfast.Notevenhalfoffit.Thewayhewas

excited.Hewasoutoffthisworld.Theonlythinghe



couldthinkaboutisseeinghiswifeonly.Inher

weddinggown.Hegotdoneeatingwhathecould

stomachandtooktwopainkillers.Heworehis

clothes.Wellhewasinablackpoloneckwithtwo

chainsoffCourse.Heworehisblacktuxedoplants

thatwerecheckwiththemintcolour.Heworehis

waistcoatandhisjacket.HeworehisLVred

bottomsshoe.Hefixedhisfadeandroughenit

againwithasponge.Hegotdoneandworethe

watchandcuffsLithaboughtforhim onhis40th

birthday.Helookedathimselfonthemirror.Andoff

Coursehewasflexingathowhandsomehewashe

puffedhiscologneandworehisshadesfrom LV.

Justthanashewasabouttotocheckhimselfout

again.Hisfamilygotinandwhistledlookingathim.

Namazingetshambakebhutiwenu.Theyululated

singing.Auntaskedtopray.Andtheydidbefore

walkingout.Therestoffthefamilywhichwas

downstairsalsoululatedsingingastheysawhim

comingdownstairs.

××××××

LITHALETHU'SGUESTHOUSE



××××××

Shefinallygotdonelotioninginthebathroom and

walkedoutwithatowelwrappedaroundherbody.

Sheatethebreakfastthatwasontopoffthebedbut

shealsocouldn'tfinishitasshewaswaytoexcited

tostomachanythingin.Shejustcouldn'twaittosee

Imbusise.Shewaswonderinghowhewasgoingto

lookinhissuit.Howmorehandsomehewillbe.Just

thenhermakeupartistandhairdressergotin.They

didhermakeupandhairjustthewayshewantedit.

Theygotdonewithher.Andshelookedso

magnificent.Evenmagnificentwasan

understatement.Theyhelpedherwearherdress

whichwassobig.Shedidnotwantav-necksoshe

wentforadressthatdidn'thavesleevesandithada

laceallaroundherneckdowntoherbreasts.Itheld

herallthewaytoherhipsanditbecameaballlong

gown.TrustmewhenIsayshehastaste.Shewas

alsoinherredbottomsfrom LV.Sheworeher

accessoriesexceptforanecklacesinceshedidn't

needone.Justthenasshewasdone.Puffingher

colognenow.Herfamilymembersgotinandtheyall



lookedatheremotionally.Especiallyherparents.

Shelookeduptryingherbestnottocrybutshedid

anyway.Itreallywasanemotionalmoment.They

cametohugher.Herfatherwipedhertearsandthey

bothgaveherapeck.

Mr.Saul:lookwhatIgotyou.

Hesaidtalkingoutacrown.Shecouldn'tholdback

hertears.Shejustbrokedownandherparents

calmedherdown.Herfatherputontheprincess

diamondcrownhehadforher.Theygotdonewith

theemotionsandtheyprayedforthedaytobefilled

withnothingbutjoy.WhentheywereDone.They

walkedoutandthefamilysangululatingasshe

walkedout.Asshestoodoutthedoor.Twodropsof

waterhitherforehead.Shewipedit.

Mrs.Saul:whatisit?

LithaLethu:2dropletsjusthitmyhead.

Mrs.SAULsmiled.

Mrs.Saul:thatmeansgoodluck.

LithaLethusmiledandnoddedgigglinglookingat



her.Theyhadtoliftupherdresssincetheground

waswet.Wellitwasraininginthemorning.Shegot

intheRollsRoycetheyhired.Itdrovethem allthe

waytothevineyard.WereImbusisewasalready

therewithhisfamily.Everyonewastoldtotaketheir

seatswhenLithaLethuwaswaitingatthefront.Just

thenImbusisesangWhyIloveyoubyMajor.

LithaLethuappearedatthetopofthestairsand

everyonestoodup.Thechildrenwalkedslowlyin

frontoffherthrowingflowersasshewaswalking

alone.Shesaidshewantedtowalkalone.Imbusise

closehiseyessingingastearsstreameddownhis

face.Heopenedthem againstillsinginglookingat

hisbeautifulwife.Hecouldn'tbelieveit.Itwasher.

LithaLethutoocouldn'twaittogettothefrontas

shewaswalkingslowlywithtearsstreamingdown

herfaceshewipedwipethem hereandthere.She

couldn'talsobelievethatthisisactuallyherown

dream wedding.Shelovedeverythingaboutthe

setting.Itwasjustthewayshewantedittobe.She

finallywalkeddownthebridgewhereImbusisemet

herhalfway.Theyhadanemotionalbreakdown

huggingeachotherastheycouldn'tbelievethatthis



wasthem.Finally.Itevenmademostpeople

emotional.

Imbusise:Iam withyouokay?Iloveyou.Youlookso

spectacular.Yousobreathtaking.Idon'thavewords.

Hesaidwipedhertearskissedhereyes.

LithaLethu:thankyou.Youalsolookmagnificent.

Henoddedandgaveherapeck.Theywalkedtoward

thepastoraftercoolingoffandthepeopleululated

clappingtheirhandsotherswhistling.Thepastor

startedtheceremonywithaprayerfollowedby

someversesandsomewordsoffencouragement

forthecouple.Itwasnowtimeforthevows.

Imbusisewentfirst.

Imbusise:it'sfunnyhowitallstarted.Wellmostoff

thepeopleheredon'tknow.ButIwilltellyouall.Itall

startedoutbymeseeingherphotosonInstagram.

Atthattimeshewasstillmarriedguys.Doyouthink

Icaredwhethershewasmarriedornot?BecauseI

sawthatshewasmarried.Butdoyouthinkthat

stoppedmefrom lustingoverher?

Everyonerejoicedinlaughter.



Imbusise:butthenIsawthatshewaslocatedin

Durbanwhichwasthehugestturnoffkum.Ieven

stoppedlustingoverher.Weekspast.Noletmenot

lie.ThatsameweekonFriday.Ijustcamebackfrom

averyfrustratingclientthatday.Andthereshewas

atmuggandBeanfrustrated.Istillthankmy

ancestorsfortakingmetherethatday.AsIsawmy

soulmate.

LithaLethusmiledlookingathim holdinginhertears.

Imbusise:soIwentovertoherandshewasactually

strugglingonasum.SoIhelpedherout.Theway

herheartwasbeatingthattime.SoIsatdownand

wespokeandsheturnedmedown.

Theyalllaughedathim asheclenchedhisJaws.

Imbusise:Idon'twanttolieguys.Igotrejectedby

manywomeninmylifewellnotthatmany.Buthers

brokemethemost.ButwhatIwouldliketosayto

her.JongauphingokumfodiniMampinga.Bingaso

nguweowathisozecheat.e?

(lookwhereyouarerightnowMampinga.Weren't

youthesamepersonsaidyouwouldnevercheat?)



EveryoneburstoutlaughingandLithaLethulooked

athim holdinginherlaugh.

Imbusise:butItoldmyselfIwon'tgiveuponherasI

wouldgetwhatIwant.AndIsayagain.My

ancestorswereworkingonextrahoursthattime.So

meandmybrothers,AnethembaandLindiledecided

togolikeweusuallydowhenwearetogether.And

thattheclubImetheragain.

"mmh".Thatwasactuallyeveryone.

Imbusise:soyeahIwenttoher.AndIfinallygotwhat

Iwanted.Sorrytootheelders.Especiallytoher

father.

HesaidlookingatLithaLethu'sfatherwhowas

lookingathim withcorneroffhiseyesandImbusise

waspointingathim.Everyonerejoicedlaughing.

Imbusise:butshetastedsogood.Thatweactually

brokethepromiseofsexonce.Thatitleadtous

havingthetwins.Eishguyso'Litha.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

Imbusise:shewasstillmarriedatthattimewhenwe



hadourfirstchildren.Soimagineguys.Butthatalso

neverstoppedmefrom beingthereformykidswhen

theywereborn.EventhoughIwasn'ttherewhen

theyweren'tborn.Becausemeandherhada

misunderstanding.Thatweneverspokeforallthose

10monthsoffbeingpregnant.

"yuuuh"gaspedeveryone.Theylaughedandnodded.

Imbusise:yeah10monthsguys.AndIfeelsobad

thatIwasneverthereformyMamie.ButIthinkthe

twinswereactuallywaitingformetogetbackto

work.SothatIcanbetheonetohelphergivebirth

toothem.ButthejoyIhadwhenIheldmysonsin

myhands.Imeanitwasthemostpriceless

momentsever.EventhoughAsithamsanqelethe

youngertwinhadsomedifficulties.Butthroughthe

graceoffGodandtheancestors.Iwasableto

manageandsavemysonasheisheretoday.All

naughtywithhistwinOvayoizikhungo.Lookatwhat

theyaredoingevennow.

TheyalllookedatAsithamsanqeleand

Ovayoizikhungowhowerethrowingotherkidswith

flowerssaying"happylastspringday".Everyone



burstoutlaughinglookingatthem.

Imbusise:weraisedourchildrentogether.She

movedbacktoPE.Andwealsohada

misunderstandingthere.Usuallyit'ssmall

misunderstandingsbuttheone'sIam countingare

thebiggestoneswehad.Butwemanagedtofixour

shit.Wewerefineforamonths.Andwehadour

hugestargumentandweseparated.Thatwasthe

breakingpointofourrelationship.AndIwasatfault

thistimeguys.Losingherwastheworstthingever

thathadeverhappenedtome.Ifeltmyworld

crushingthattime.Andlikeit'stheendofftheworld

forme.That'showIfelt.Imean,whenLithaLethu

gotinmylife.Mylifetookadrasticturn.Ididthings

InevereverthoughtIwoulddo.LikeIam thehappy

manIam todaywhoisalwayssmilingbecauseof

her.Beforeher.TheonlythingsIusedtosmilefor.

Wasmyfirstchild.Myprincess,LIYOLATHA.LikeI

onlyusedtoliveforheratthattimebeforeImether

andwithmyfamilyoffcourse.Ineverthoughtaday

wouldcomewhereIwouldstopbeingserious

becauseoffawoman.Butshechangedthat.And



mademethefoolIam today.Unleashedmycrazy

side.Whenweseparated.Itwaslikeeverythingfrom

mewastakenaway.Iwasshuttered.Inever

regrettedmyselfformyactionsthewayIdidthat

time.IactuallyhatedmyselfthatIbrokethe

promisesImadetoher.That'sthesametimeIlost

mylegstoo.Worseperiodoffmylife.Idonotwant

tolieguys.Ibecamemoreoffadrunk.IswearIwas

5toofrom dyingfrom alcoholoverdose.That'sone

thingthatIwouldneverhide.AndIam noteven

ashamedtosaythatthesamepersonwhoIbroke.

Isthesamepersonwhoisstandinghererightin

frontoffmeandwhoisthesamepersonwhois

behindmestoppingbeinganalcoholicandwho

helpedmegainmyfootback.Whohelpedmewalk.

ThereweretimeswereIfeltlikegivingup.Butshe

wasalwaysthere.Tomotivatemeanddoingthe

bestformyselfandthekids.Sheistheverysame

personwhowastheretowakeupat4am inthe

morning.Fixthechildrenforschool.Bemyphysical

therapist.Bathme,fedme,anddideverythingfor

me.TrustmewhenIsaywhenIseethiswoman.I

seenothingbutatrueworrier.Withouther.I



wouldn'tbeheretoday.Shehasalwaysbeenthere

tohelpandguideme.Shereallydidalot.Sheeven

hadtotakecareofmyhospitalandfirm.Without

evenaworry.Iwouldalwaysaskhertostopover

workingherself.AsIcouldseethroughhereyeshow

tiredshewas.Butshewouldalwaysputonher

bravesmileandstilloverworkherself.Andtook

careofmestill.AndIwanttothankyoutoday.In

frontofthesepeopleforeverysinglethingyouhave

doneforme.Iwannathankyouforthewonderful

thingsyouhavedoneforme.Noamountoffwords

canexpressthewayIwanttosaythankyoutoyou.I

wanttoalsothankyouforthewonderful3soulsyou

gavebirthtoo.Thewonderfulsoulsthatyouhave

blessedmewith.Iwanttothankyouforeverything

youhavedoneforme.Iwanttothankyouforgiving

meyoursoulandheartformetotakecareoff.I

knowwealreadyhavegottenmarriedtraditionally.

ButtodayasIstandrighthereinfrontofyou.Iwant

topromiseyouthatIwillbethemanyoufallinlove

with5yearsbackwhenwemetandmoreoffthe

manIwas.Idonotwanttopromiseyoutodaya

perfectmarriage.NeitherdoIwanttopromiseyou



thatIwillbeperfect.Youknowthatnomarriageis

perfectMamie.Butiwilldomybesttomakesure

thatit'sthefairy-taleoffamarriageyouwant.

Neitheram Iperfect.ButasIstandhereinfrontof

you.Idon'twanttopromiseyouthatIwillbeperfect.

Ashumansweallhaveourflawsandmistakes.ButI

wanttotellyouthattoday.Iwillalwaysloveyou.I

willloveyouthousandtimesmorethanIeverdid

before.Iwillalwaysalwaysbethereforyou.Iwill

alwaysbeyourrideordie.Iloveyouwithmywhole

heartwithapassionthatcan'tbeexpressedin

words,onlyinkisses,glances,andyearsof

adventurebyyourside.AndwhatIwouldliketosay

todayisthat.Idon'tjustpromisetobewithyoufor

days,monthsandyears.Iwanttopromiseyouthati

willbewithyouforeternity.AndIwillneverletgooff

you.Iwillalwaysbebyyoursidenomatterwhatthe

circumstancesare.Orwhatcircumstancesweface.

TodayIsay,"Ido"buttomethatmeans,"Iwill".Iwill

takeyourhandandstandbyyoursideinthegood

andthebad.Idedicatemyselftoyourhappiness,

success,andsmile.Iwillloveyouforever.Not

forgettingtoushaving2morekids.Givemeyour



badhairdays,yourlongcommutes,yourburnt

coffee,andlostkeys.Givemeyoureveryday,andI

willgiveyoumymylovetomakeitalright.Today,I

promisetobeyournavigatorandsidekickinallof

life'sadventures.Ipromisetobeyourbestfriend

andyourhusband.Ipromiseyoumyselfcompletely.

Youhavetaughtmethattwopeoplejoinedtogether

withrespect,trust,andopencommunicationcanbe

farstrongerandhappierthaneachcouldeverbe

alone.YouarethestrengthIdidn'tknowIneeded,

andthejoythatIdidn'tknowIlacked.Today,I

choosetospendtherestofmylifewithyou.The

sunsmilesonusevery.Today?,ourweddingday,

andhowcanitnot.Butatleastshowedabeautiful

rainbow.Andthatactuallymeanstomethatwe

reallyweremeanttobe.Itrainingtodaymeantmore

beautifulblessingforus.Eversinceyoucamedown

thataisle.Therainbowcameout.Meaninggood

luckandthatwereallyaresoulmatesandweare

soulmates.

Theybothlookedattherainbowsmiling.

Imbusise:Withourheartsbeatingtogetherasone,



ourlovewarmstheworld.Iloveyouwithallmyheart.

You'remylove,lightandsoulmate.You'retheperson

thatkeepsmesinging,smiling,andlaughing.Igive

youthisringasasignofmylovethat'sforever,

eternalandneverending,likethecircleinthisring.

NdakuthandaMaMpinga,Mawawa,Mbolokoqoshe,

Nto*mntwana,uSenzwa,Sineka,Mbetshane,Hlahla

lamsik'umntues*ndeni,Ngceza,Sintila,Nyaw'

zinoshukela,mzukulukaSityulu,kheth'omthandayo,

Mawawa,yazibinobayaifanelwengabafana.AndI

willalwaysloveyou.

Whilehewassayingtheclannames.Hewasalso

slippinginthediamondringthatwaswritten

'Imbusise'intheinside.Theyreallyspentaloton

thisweddingguys.Hekissedherfinger.And

everyoneululatedlookingatthem.Imbusisewiped

hertearsandkissedhereyesandforehead.Itwas

LithaLethu'sturnnowtosayhervows.

LithaLethu:weneverreallyfirstmetandkissed.ButI

wouldliketosingthissongforyou.AsIfeellikeit's

dedicatedtousasacouple."Usuallywhentwo

peoplearetogetherforalongtime



Thingsseem tochange

It'sbeensaidthatnothinggoodlastsforeverbutthis

lovegetsbettereveryday

Wegetallexcitedinsideeverytimethatwegetalone

Hestillgotloveinhiseyes,andIstillgotloveinmy

soul

Stillfeelslikethefirsttimewemet

ThatIkissedandItoldyouIloveyou

Westillrunaroundliketeenagerseventhoughwe're

grownandmarriedwithkids

AndwestilltalkonthephoneforhourswhenI'm

away

Andhestillwriteslettersandsendmeflowersevery

otherday

Thequestioneverybodyaskishowwemakeitlast

Itellthem

Istill

Hestill



Westill

NowIstillsmileinthemorning,whenIrealizewhen

I'm stillinhisarms

Weknoweverythingabouteachother,butwestill

keepholdingon,yeah

We'renevergonnabreakup

We'llbealwaystheretomakeupaslongaswestick

together

We'llclimbhigher

I'm gonnaridewithhim tothewire

Ourloveisnevergonnaendwe'reonfire

Stillfeelslikethefirsttimewemet

AndIkissedandItoldyouIloveyou

Westillrunaroundliketeenagerseventhoughwe're

grownandmarriedwithkids

AndwestilltalkonthephoneforhourswhenI'm

away

Andhestillwriteslettersandsendmeflowersevery



otherday

Thequestioneverybodyaskishowwemakeitlast

Itellthem

Istill

Hestill

Westill

Wegothroughproblemsjustlikeeverybodyelse

ButIreallydon'tmind'causeitmakesuskeepit

fresh

What'ssadderthananargumentisthethoughtwe

mayhaveneverbeen

Heismylover,mybaby'sfather,mylifetimepartner

andmyfriend

Stillthemanofmydreams

Hestill,stillthemanformeandI'm stillinlovewith

him sodeeply

IthinkI'llsingitagain

Hestill,stillthemanofmydreams



Hestill,stillthemanformeandI'm stillinlovewith

him deep,deeply

Stillfeelslikethefirsttimewemet

AndIkissedandItoldyouIloveyou

Westillrunaroundliketeenagerseventhoughwe're

grownandmarriedwithkids

AndwestilltalkonthephoneforhourswhenI'm

away

Andhestillwriteslettersandsendmeflowersevery

otherday

Thequestioneverybodyaskishowwemakeitlast

Itellthem

Istill

Hestill

Westill

Stillfeelslikethefirsttimewemet

AndIkissedandItoldyouIloveyou

Westillrunaroundliketeenagerseventhoughwe're



grownandmarriedwithkids

AndwestilltalkonthephoneforhourswhenI'm

away

Andhestillwriteslettersandsendmeflowersevery

otherday

Thequestioneverybodyaskishowwemakeitlast

Itellthem

Istill

Hestill

Westill"

Shesangsobeautifullyguys.Thatnobelievedthatit

washer.ImeanLithaLethudoesn'tusuallysing.You

willfindherhummingmostoffthetime.They

clappedforherandwipedthetearstheyhadthose

whowerecryingandImbusisewaslookingatherin

disbelief.Withtearsstreamingdownhisface.He

wastouchedbyhowhiswifesangforhim.

LithaLethuwipedhistearsgiggling.Imbusisetook

themicfrom her.

Imbusise:wow



Everyonelaughedathim.

Imbusise:guysyouseeshekeptawaythissecret

from mefor5years.AndwhenIkeepsecretsfrom

hersheisalwaysangry.ShouldIalsobeangry?

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.LithaLethulookedat

him.

LithaLethu:wellkameImbusiseyuuh.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:wellyouallgothowourrelationship

cameaboutfrom him.Wellguys.Hewasn'tmaking

iteasyformetosaynotohim eitherway.

Everyonelaughed.

LithaLethu:butthatdayIwenthomeandItoldmy

parentsabouthim.Theytoldmetostayawayfrom

me.AndtheyarethesamepeoplewhosayIshould

staywithhim now.Howpeoplechange.

Theyallburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:butatthatnight.Hereallycaughtmeoff

guardguys.AndIgotintroubleathomefornot

answeringmycalls.AndImadeupalieoffCourse.



Guysmeandhim reallyweren'tmeanttomeetagain

afterthatnight.ButImbusisefuckenstolemyring.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:mybestfriend,Amile.Laughedatme.At

thattimeIwascryingonhowIwillgetmyringback

again.BecauseIcan'tgobacktoDurbanwithoutit.

LikeguysIcried.Andtheworsepartabouttheday.I

neverregrettedmyselfforwhatI'vedonewithhim.

Everyonewasdeadfrom laughter.

LithaLethu:andluckilyIhadtogotohishouseonthe

followingday.AndIneverknew.Iwasactually

accompanyingAmiletomeetherinlawswhichare

minetoonow.AndIsawhim there.Ialmostfallthat

dayguysandthefoolIam gettingmarriedtoowas

happy.

Everyonelaughed.

LithaLethu:butyeahthedinnercontinuedandIswear

IhaveneverbeentooanydinnerwhereIfelt

uncomfortablethewayIfeltthatday.Andhewas

talkingandinteractinglikehewasn'tdoinganything.

Andheblackmailedmewithmyringguys.Hee



Imbusise.

Theylaughedagain.

LithaLethu:butIgotitandwewentourseparate

ways.Monthslater.The5thofApril.Wasthesame

dayIgotpregnant.NotlikeIwantedtooguys.Trust

meIneverdidwantedtogetpregnant.Butthen

Imbusise.Gavemefertilitypillssayingthattheyare

morningafterpillandthefoolIwastookthepilland

drankthem.Hehe.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:noactuallyatthatweek.Iremembermy

exhusbandwasawayforabusinesstrip.SowhenI

gothomeafterIgotbackfrom theairportsinceI

wenttodrophim off.Igotthereandhewasinthe

house.Iactuallyaskedhim whatthefuckwashe

doinginmyhouse.Iwasbreathingfireballsthatday

guys.Andyouknowwhathesaid?Iquote.Hesaid

"gee,I'm Imbusise.Don.D.O.N.Don.ComeonLina

it'sbeenamonthand2weeksnow."

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:yoohguyszenihlekeHeeImbusise.And



hewassorelaxed.Noasifthatwasbetterthathe

brokeinmyhouse.Onetime,thatsameweekwe

actuallymet.Him andhisbrotherskidnappedme.

Sincetheywereinarivalwithmyexhusband.So

obviouslywedidwhatwealwaysdowhenwemeet.

AndIjustThankGodthatIheardmyexhusband's

voicethatday.Otherwisewewouldhavebothbeen

corpsesbynow.LikeguysImbusiselegitimately

coveredhimselfwiththeblanketandsleptwhilehe

sawthatIwaspanickingwearingmyclothes.Hegot

inwhileIwaswearingmypants.Hestartedasking

whatwashappeningandIwasignoringthetopic.

Firsthesaid"v'tsekyangxolaawubonidyanilele?

Bathongtle"

(youmakinganoisecan'tseethatthemanis

sleeping?Goodness)

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

LithaLethu:Iwaspanickingguys.Idon'tknowwhyhe

wassorelaxed.Likeheshowedthatheactually

doesn'tcare.Myexhusbandchargedtowardshim

andtheyactuallytookouttheirguns.Andyouknow

whathesaidthistime?"dubulaunyeamasende



oupasundiqela."

(Iwillshoutyourballsoldmandon'tdisrespectme)

Everyonelaughedmore.

LithaLethu:yoohHaisana.Buthecameand

apologizedfordoingwhathedidactually.Hebought

meabriefcasefrom LVandsomeflowers.Thereare

likeliterallyalotoffcrazymomentsthatmeandhim

shared.AndIdon'twanttosharethem alltodayasI

wantto.Butthesearejustthehighlightsformeof

whenwewerestillsneakingaround.But,Growingup.

Welleversincehighschool.Ihavealwaystold

myselfthatnomatterwhat.Iwillnevercondone

cheating.LikeasIstandheretoday.Ican'tlookback

andrememberthedayIcheatedonmyex

boyfriends.Likecheatinghasneverbeenmything.I

neverlovedcheating.NeverhaveIeversawmyself

cheatingonanyone.ButwhenImethim.It'slikeall

theprinciplesIhadvanishedintothinair.AsIfound

myselfdoingthingsIneverthoughtIwoulddoto

thisday.AndthefunnypartisthatIenjoyedevery

secondofit.Likeitwasliterallythebestthingever.

IfIwould.TrustmeIwoulddoitoverandoveragain



withthisman.Therewasneveradullmomentwith

him.Ithasalwaysbeenblissfulashealsoshowed

mewhattrueloveis.Andshowedmethatpolygamy

wasn'tformefrom thestart.ITWASN'TFORME

FROM THESTART.Thatwaswhatheshowedme.

ThatIdeservemorethenthat.Andheactually

provedthatpointandgavemealloffthat.Ithank

Godforhim.Thatheblessedmewithsucha

soulmate.Amanthatissolovingandcaringatthe

sametime.Notforgettingthathisactuallymycrazy

assman.Withouthim.Iwouldn'tbehalfthewoman

Iam today.Iwouldn'tevenbestandinghere.Ifhe

neverstoppedchasingaftermethewayhedid.I

thankhim thatheneverreallygaveupinwinningme

over.Iknowcheatingiswrong.Butifitleadmeto

thepositionIam today.With3beautifulsouls.Then

Iam afraid.Iam sayingcheatingisgood.Butwith

therightman.AndnoIam notsayingdo.Butyou

getwhatIam saying.

Everyonerejoicedwithlaughter.

LithaLethu:nowletmegetbacktothesong.AsIwas

singingitjustafewminutesago.Igotalltheflesh



backsoffus.From thepartwhenIsaidusuallywhen

twopeoplearetogetherforalongtimethingsseem

tochange.WellIwon'tsaynothingchanged

between.Thingschangedforthegood.AndIwant

topromiseyoutodayandvowtoyouthatthingswill

continuetochangeforthegoodandcontinuetobe

greatbetween.Yousaidityourselfthatrelationship

ain'tperfect.ButIpromiseyouthatIwillalsoputin

the50%youputtingintomakethingsperfectinour

relationship.Isaidnextthatnothinggoodlasts

foreverbutthislovegetsbettereveryday.ButI

standrighthereinfrontofyou.Promisingyouthat

thisgoodthingbetweenuswilllastforeternitylike

yousaiditshould.Andit'strue.Theloveweshare

amongusreallygetsbettereverydayaswealways

facechallengeseverysingledaythatmakesus

stronger.Andbebetterthenwewere.Followedby

wegetallexcitedinside.Everytimethatwegetalone.

It'strueguys.Theexcitementwebothgetwhenthe

kidsareawayandit'sjustustwo.Don'tgetme

wrongweloveourchildren.Alot.

Everyonelaughed.



LithaLethu:butwhenwedo.Wegetachancetodo

allcrazythings.Notforgettinghowhewouldalways

treatmelikeaqueen.Isaidhestillgotloveinhis

eyesandIstillgotloveinmysoul.Welleverytime.I

lookdeeplyinhiseyes.TheonlythingIseeislove

nothingbutlove.That'swhyIstandhereandtellyou

allhowmuchIlovehim confidentlywithouthaving

doubtsinme.Howhiseyessparkleseverytimehe

seesme.Screamsnothingbutlovetome.AndIwill

alwayshaveloveinmysoulandheartforhim.

Becausehisthechosenonefrom Godforme.Then

itwasrunningaroundliketeenagerseventhoughwe

grownmarriedwithkids.Irememberthisday.He

camebackfrom themallwithwatergunsforthe

twins.Sowewalkedouttocheckwhattheywere

doing.Mostlyhewouldstartthechildishfights.ButI

didthistime.Ishothim withthewater.Soasgrown

aswewere.Wewererunningaroundwithwater

gunsplayingliketeenagers.Isaidwestilltalkonthe

phoneforhourswhenIam away.Hestillwrites

lettersandsendsmeflowerseveryotherday.I

rememberthisonetime.Theperiodwherehewas

usingcrutchesafterhisaccident.Hecametothe



firm.Itwasearlythisyear.Andheboughtmemore

than10flowerswithletters.Likethatwasoneoff

themostpricelessmomentsoffmylife.LikeIreally

washappythatday.Heevensangformeour

favoriteSong.LostwithoutUbyRobinThicke.NowI

stillsmileinthemorning,whenIrealizeIam stillin

hisarms.Thejoyinme,Igeteverysinglemorning

whenIrealizeIam stillinhisarms.Gettoseehis

handsomefaceeveryday.Wereallydoknow

everythingabouteachother.WhatIloveaboutthis

manisthatweneverkeepthingsfrom eachother.

AndIwanttovowtoyoutodaythatIwillalwaysbe

thefaithfulandhonestwifeyouhavefalleninlove

with.Wewillnevergonebreakwewillalwaysbe

theretomakeup.Becauseaslongaswestick

togetherweclimbhigher.Yeahthat'sus.Ilovethe

factthatwhenwealwayshaveproblemswealways

speakaboutthem.Communicationisalwaysour

mainpriority.AndIvowtoyoutodayinfrontoff

thesepeoplethatIwillmakesureasawifethatwe

wilclimbhighertogether.Ourlovewillneverreally

end.AndIvowtodaythatIwillalwaysloveyou.We

reallydogothroughproblemslikeeverybodyelse



butwealwaysneverletourproblemsgettous.AndI

vowtodaythateverythingwillstaythesameandwe

willfixourproblemslikewehavebeendoing.AndI

don'tmindatallbecausethat'swhatmakesus

strongertobethecoupleweare.Hismylover.My

babiesfatherandthetwomorethatisyettocome.

Mylifetimepartner,mysoulmateandmyfriend.My

biggestfriendactually.Hewillalwaysbethemanoff

mydreams.Tilleternity.Becausethereisnoother

manoffdreamingtobewitheitherthenhim.Hewill

alwaysbethemanIdream off.AndIwillalwaysbe

meantforhim.ImeanhesaidithimselfandIbelieve

thattoo.AndIam inlovewithhim andIdonotthink

thatwilleverhappenwhereasbyIwouldfalloutoff

loveforhim.Iwillsaythisoverandoveragainif

neededto.BecauseIwillnevergettiredofftelling

youhowmuchIfeelaboutyou.AndIvowtoyouthat

;thatfactwillneverchange.Nowthequestion

everybodyasksishowwemakeitlast.Itellthem

thatIam still,youstill,westill.Thereisalotoff

thingsIwouldliketomentionaboutthatversebutit

willtakemeawhile.Butonethingaboutusisthat

westillhaveandloveeachotherthesamewaywe



havebeenlovingeachotherlikewehavebeenin

lovewitheachotherthesamedaywemet.AndI

vowtodaythatIwillalwayshavethatloveand

AffectionIhadtowardsyouwhenwefallinlovewith

eachother.AndIvowtobealwaysbeyourshoulder

tocryon.Yourstrengthwhenyouweakandalways

bethereforyou.Bothinsicknessandinhealth.AsI

havealreadyproventoyouthatIwillalwaysbethere

foryounomatterwhatthecircumstancesareand

thechallengeswearefacing.Ivowtoloveyouand

befaithfultoyou.Ivowtogiveyoumyheartand

soulletyoukeepthem andbeyourslikeyouhave

beendoingforthepastfewyears.Mylove,Igiveyou

thisring.Wearitwithloveandjoy.Ichooseyouto

bemine.Ichooseyoutobemyhusbandtohaveand

tohold,from thisdayforward.Ipledgeyoumy

faithfulnesstoshowmylove.Infaith,honesty,and

love,takeyoutobemyweddedhusband.Ipledgeto

sharewithyouGod'splanforourlivestogether

unitedinChrist.Forbetter,forworse,insickness

andinhealth,injoysandinsorrows,untildeathdo

wepartIpromiseyouallofthisandmorewithGod's

helptostrengthenandguidemeasyoursupportive



wife.IgiveyouallthatIhavemyselfandmylove.All

thesethingsIpledgetotheeintheNameofourLord

JesusChrist.WiththisringIsealmyvowofloveto

youandprayImayfulfillGod'splaceinourhome.I

loveyou.

Shesaidslippedintheringandeveryoneululated

andshewipedImbusise'stearsandhealsowiped

hers.

Pastor:allhasbeensaidanddonenow.You…

Beforethepastorevenfinishedhissentence.

Imbusisewasalreadykissingher.Everyonelaughed

ululated.Thepastorwaslaughingindisbelieftoo.All

wassaidnow.Theywalkeddowntheaisletogether

asthefamilywasrejoicingsingingweddingsongs.

Theywenttotakepictureswherethefruitwas

growninthevineyard.Andtheyweresobeautiful.

Notforgettinghowtherainbowwasmakingthem

morebreathtaking.Theguestswhoweredone

takingpictureswiththem.Wenttogoandgetdrinks

andfingerfood.Whenthecouplewasdonewiththe

pictures.TheygotinthehalldancingtoUmsebenzi

Wethu.Andtheyaretheoneswhochoreographed



thewholedance.Youknowhowcrazytheyare.

Everyonewaslaughingandcheeringthem on.The

twinswerealsodancingwiththem sincetheyalso

learnedthemoves.Itwassocutewatchingthe4.

Theylaughedgoingtositattheirseats.Theplace

wasgorgeous.Justthewaytheywantedittobe.

Thisreallywastheweddingtheyhavebeenandthey

havealwayswantedandwishedfor.Theyhave

neverbeenhappier.Thiswasreallythebestdayof

theirlivesever.Theprogram started.AndtheMC

wasLethu.Andyeahhereallydidagoodjobin

entertainingeveryone.Peoplecametogiveaway

theirspeeches.Foodwasdelivered.Everyonewas

enjoyingtheirtime.Theyhadtheirfirstdance.

Peoplewhowantedtogivethem gifts.Gavethem

gifts.Nowitwasthelastpartofftheceremony

wheretheyhadtosayawordoffthankyou.Sothey

stoodupwithwhattheyhavebeenhidingateach

otherformonthsnow.

Imbusise:beforeIcouldevensaythankyoutoyouall

forcomingtothecelebrationoffourunion.Iwould

alsolikefirsttogivemywife.Agiftoffappreciate



forthelovethatshegaveme.WelllikeIpromisedat

theceremonyearlier.ThatIwilldoeverythinginmy

powertomakesurethatshereacheshergoalsin

lifeandherdreams.SoLithaLethuhere.Wellever

sinceImether.Shehasalwaystoldmehowshe

wishesonedaythatshewouldownherownfirm.

Wellit'sbeen5yearsnow.Andshewassupposeto

havereachedthatgoalanddesireinlife.Butshe

couldn't.Asshehadtousethemoneysheworked

hardfor.Onotherpersonalstuff.SoIthoughtto

myself.Whynotgiveherwhatshehasalways

wanted.Attheendoftheday.Ialsohaveahandin

hernotreachinghergoalsyet.SoItookitupon

myselfasahusbandtoher.Andsighedover70%off

myFirm tohername.

Hesaidgivingherpaperssmiling.

Everyone:what!?

Everyonewasshockedthathedidsuchathing.

Imbusise:IknowMampingathatyouwantedtobuild

thisdream foryourself.ButIwanttogiveyouthis

muchbecauseIfeltlikeyoudeservedthismuch.I



knowyoudon'tlikeacceptingthingsthatyoudidn't

workhardfor.Butpleaseacceptmygifttoyou.You

reallydodeservethis.Imagineyourselfinthatbig

chairthatyoulovesomucheveryday.Pleaseaccept

mygiftforyou.

LithaLethuwaslookingathim withhereyespopped

outwithtearsgushingdownherface.Shecouldn't

believeit.Afterafewminutes.Sheattacked

Imbusisewithahugandeveryoneululatedclapping

theirhands.Imbusisewipedhertearssmilingand

gaveher2pecksandanotherstolenone.Shegave

LithaLethuthepapersthatsaysheowns70%ofthe

firm.Shecouldn'tbelieveit.Shefinallycalmed

herself.

LithaLethu:wow

EveryonelaughedatherasImbusisewashanging

onher.Shelookedbackathim smilingandhegave

herapeck.

LithaLethu:Iknowit'snotalotbabybutyeah.Iwas

athisgaragetheotherday.Andiactuallyrealized

thatnoman.Hedoesn'thavesportscars.Hehasa



sportscaronly.SoIthoughtaamarnnotImbusise.

SoIwenttoJohannesburg.AndIpassedbyacar

dealership.IsawaLamborghiniAventadorLP740-4

Scoupe.AndIalreadypicturedmyhusbandonit.

Flexingtohisbrothersandnephewslikehealways

does.Ilookedattheprice.7millionrhaandajika.

(Ilookedaway)

Everyoneburstoutlaughingandgaspedattheprice.

LithaLethu:soItookituponmyselfandclosedmy

eyes.AndboughtthecarlikeIdidn'tseeathing.

TrustmewhenIsayIam brokenowguys.Here.

Shesaidgivinghim theLamborghinicarkeysand

hiseyespoppedoutlookingathiswife.Hegaveher

abonecrackinghug.Andtheyululatednotbelieving

thatsheactuallyboughtImbusisea7millioncar.

……3yearslater,October31st……

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYONE.

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Igottoothetwinsschool.Iwalkedoutoffthecar

andmyBraxtonHickscontractionsstriked.Iwonder

whyam Ioutatthiskindofftime.ImeanIam onmy

35thweek.Readytogivebirthanytimefrom now.

Butthenagain.Imbusisecouldn'tcomeandfetch

them sincehehadtodoanoperationatthehospital

whilehewastherewillLisachuma.Togethisthree

yearoldshots.AndIhadtocomeandfetchthe

twinsbeforetheydoanythingoutofforder.Ibend

downandirubbedmyabdomenandIfeltmyuterus

becominghard.After30secondsorsotheywent

awayandIstoodup.Peoplewerelookingatmeand

Icaredlessaboutwhattheythoughtaboutme

becausetheycouldseehowheavilypregnantIam.I

walkedovertothegatelikeapenguin.Justthenthe

bellrang.Andchildrenstartedcomingrunningout.

Thoseareyourchildrenfrom pre-primaryalways



runningfulloffenergy.Likeeverytime.Ihadtowait

forabout10minutesforthem tofinallygetout.As

alwaystheywalkedoutwithadifferentgirlfrom the

lasttimeIwashere.Thesekids.Iwon'tbesurprised

iftheywouldbecomeplayers.Welltheyalreadyare

players.Theysawmeandkissedthegirlscheeks

beforerunningtoome.Igavethem bothapeckand

theysmiled.

Me:whathappenedtoyourotherfrontteethguys?

Theytookouttheteethfrom theirshirtpocketsand

gavethem tome.Ismiledandshookmyhead.

Me:asiwhyisyoursockdownandtheotherup?And

Ovayowasisyourshirtnottackedin?

Asi:it'stheteachermommy.Shesaidweshoulddo

thisbecauseshedoesn'tknowthedifference

betweenus.

Ilaughed.

Me:let'sgetgoing.

Welaughedandwalkedtothecar.Theysatatthe

frontandIdrovetothehousewiththem tellingme



howtheirdaywas.Whathappenedandall.Wegotat

homeandtheyraninwiththeirbags.

Me:doyouhomeworkupstairs.IfIgetthereandyou

not.Hellwillbreakloose.

Them:yesmommyweknow!!

IshookmyheadandwalkedtothePatiojustoutside

thedoor.Ilookedaround.Ican'tevenseecarsthat

arecomingby.Likeweareliterallylivinginaforest.

Wellit'sjustanareaoutsidetown.Likeyoucan

counthousesthatarehere.Weboughtabigplotno

Imbusise.Andwebuiltourownhousefrom scratch.

Ittookthesethreeyearstogetdoneandbethe

mansionthatwewant.AndImustsaywereallydid

aprettygoodjob.Becauseourhouseisso

breathtakingandthewaywewantedittobe.It'sthe

glassmansionwewanted.Andtheviewweget

whenweareonourbalconyisjustthebest.Wealso

nearthesea.Sowecanseethesunsettingthere

andandthat'smyfavoritethingtodonowadays.

Eversincewemovedinhereamonthago.Not

forgettinghowmuchmorespacewehaveoutside

thehouse.Wehaveanindoorpoolandanoutdoor



one.Notforgettingthebeautifulwaterfountainwe

havebythegate.Andohh.Youknowhowdramatic

Imbusiseis.Hehadthegatewritten"STOKWE

MANSON".Ijustlovehoweverythingis.YoohHaiI

am reallylivingthedream thisside.Iam thegirlwho

IthinkIam.IhaveeverythingIwantedattheageof

30.IgotinthehouseandIwalkedovertothe

kitchen.IwenttothepentryandItookoutsomeice-

cream inthefridgethere.Iscopedsomeformyself

andwhileatitOvayocametothekitchen.

Ovayo:mommycanIhavesomeice-cream.

Inodded.Itookthestepleaderandclimbedupto

thecabinetatthetopandtooktheircups.SurelyAsi

willalsobehereinafewminutes.IpouredforOvayo

andhethankedmebeforerunningaway.Istarted

choppingthethingsIwillneedfortonightsdinner.

WhilewatchingChoppedon157.Yep.Atthekitchen

thereisaTV.Evenatthebathroom.Iknowweare

extra.Butthat'sus.JustthenAsicametothe

kitchenwithOvayo'sbowlandheaskedforice

cream too.Hethankedmebeforegoingaway.Just

thenboththetwinscametothekitchen.



Twin1:mommywhywasn'tIgivenice-cream whydid

Ovayogettwotimes?

Me:whatdoyoumeanyoudidn'tgetice-cream.Ijust

gaveyouice-cream nowAsithamsanqele.

Twin2:yeshislyingmommy.Hegotice-cream.

Me:whatdoyouwhatnow?

Twin1:butmommyyoudidnotgivemeice-cream.

Me:guysIgaveyoubothicecream justnow.What

areyouguystalkingabout.Andwhydoyoulookthe

samenow.Whoiswho?

Twin1:mommyIswearIdidn'tgetice-cream.

Westartedarguingaboutwhogotice-cream

betweenthem.TheygotswipedupandIdidnot

knowwhoiswho.Justthentheirfathershowedup

withLisachumasleepingonhim.Hewalkedoutoff

theliftandcametostandbyus.Surelyheparkedhis

carattheundergroundparkinglot.Wellyeahwe

alsohavealiftinourhousenow.

Imbusise:whyareyouarguing?

HeaskedasItookLisaandhehavemeapeck.My



babywasred.Andhewassleeping.Surelyhewas

cryingfrom theneedle.

Me:pleasetellwhoisOvayobetweenthem.Heate

Asi'sice-cream.Hetookhisandcameherelooking

likeasiandtookAsi's.

Imbusiseburstoutlaughinglookingatthem.

Imbusise:Ovayo

Them:it'shim daddy.Nobrotellthetruth.

Me:whoeverOvayoisbetweenyoutwo.Youbetter

vomitthatice-cream youjustate…

Andhelaughed.HealwaysdoeswhenIam shouting

athim.IgaveAsihisicecream andheclimbedon

topoffthecountereatingit.IlookedatOvayo

squintingandhescreamedrunningaway.Weburst

outlaughing.

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYTWO.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Ovayocamebackagainallchangedinhispyjamas.

HesatonthebarstoolsandAsigavehim theice-

cream left.Hesmiledandpouted.Asigavehim a

peckandweburstoutlaughinglookingatthem.

Litha:asitakeyourshoesoffthecounter.

Asnoddedtakinghisshoesoff.Hethrewthem at

thefloor.

Them:whyishesleepingmommy?Heisalways

runningaroundthehouselickingtheglasses?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Us:hegotaneedletoday.

Them:whatneedle?

Me:tobestrong.Youguysalsogotneedleswhen

youwerehisage.



Theylookedatmefrowning.

Them:didwealsosleep?

Litha:yepandyoudidn'twantevenyourfavorite

meals.

Theysulkedandshooktheirheads.Welaughed.

Me:yourteachercalledmeandshesaidyouwillbe

inseparateclassesnextyear.

Them:what!?Asozedaddy.Inseparateclasses?You

knowIcan'tlivewithouthim.

(neverdaddy…)

Me:itwasmychoicetomakeguys.Itriedtalkingto

theteacherbutshesaidyoutwoareaproblem when

together?

Litha:shealsosaidyouhelpingeachotherwith

individualwork.

Them:butmommyyouknowhowweare.Wehave

alwaysbeenlikethis.Aamommyanddaddy.We

wanttogotoanewschoolifwecan'tbeseparated.

Us:butwehavebeentellingyouguysthatoneday



youwillhavetobesperateandlearnhowtodo

thingsonyourownwithoutyourtwinshelp.

Theysulkedandshooktheirheads.

Them:wherevermyotherhalfisgoing.Iam

followinghim.Wewon'teverseparatenomatter

what.Heismyhalfandican'tlivewithouthim.

Wesighed.

Me:it'sthesamething.EvenifIapplyinanother

school.Theywon'ttakeyoubecauseoffyour

behaviorinclass.Youmightbesmart.Butalso

behaviorcomesfirst.

Them:thenIam notgettingseparatedfrom him

Us:guys.

Theyshooktheirheads.Asithamsanqelejumpedoff

thecounterandOvayoizikhungothestool.Ovayo

triedcarryingAsiinbridalstyle.Theyfalldownand

laughedstandingup.Theyhelpedeachotherup

beforegettingintheelevatordancing.Wesmiled

lookingateachother.SheplacedLisachumaonthe

counter.Hewasawakenowbutweak.



Me:ain'tyouhungryLisa?

Isaidwipinghisfacewithwipes.Henodded.

Litha:shouldImakeyouaeggbaby?

Shenodded.

Us:thethaklkbaby.

(talk)

Lisa:butnditheewe

(butIsaidyes)

Welaughedalongwithhim.Lithamadehim anegg.

WithbutteroffCourse.

Me:Iwillhavetotalktothem aboutthis.

Lithanodded.

Litha:reallyhavetoo.ButIdon'tthinkseparating

them willwork.Rememberwhenwetried?How

manytimeshavewetried?Andtheonlythingthey

couldthinkaboutiseachother.

Isighed.

Me:andwetalkingabouttwinsthathavethetightest



bondhere.Theywilljustcausemorechaosinthe

differentclasses.Wewillgototheirschool

tomorrow.

Shenodded.Igaveherapeck.Shestoleanotherone.

Lisa:kissmommytoo.

Weburstoutlaughing.Shekissedhim.

Lisa:daddy

HepoutedandIgavehim apecktoo.Thetwins

camebackandtheywereintheirunderwearsnow.

Theysatatthebarstools.

Them:wehavearequest.

Weburstoutlaughingandnodded.

Them:canwepleasehaveapuppy?

Theysaidgivinguspuppyeyes.

Litha:noway.Nodogwillcomeinmyhouse.Puppy

ornot.

Them:butmommy.Justonesmallpuppy.Weswear

wewilltakecareoffit.



Litha:shouldIgoandcheckhowyourroom condition

isrightnow?

Theykeptquiet.

Litha:apuppyisamuchmorehigherresponsibility

thanjustaroom.Provetoomeyoucankeepyour

roomscleanforaweekthenwewillbuyadogfor

you.

Them:yoohmommy.

…

…

Idrovetothetwinsschool.ButIwaslate.Ihadto

parkattheback.Sofarawayfrom thefrontgate.I

walkedtothegateandIquicklystoppedonmy

tracks.Ilookedatwhattheyweredoing.They

lookedaroundandhidfrom them.Theytookout

moneyfrom theirpocketsandpaidanotherboy.

Thatboygavethem asmallpuppyandtheyplacedit

inAsi'sschoolbag.Iburstoutlaughingandcalmed

myselfdown.Iwenttothem andtheycametome

likenothinghappened.WewenttothecarandI

drovewiththem.Theywerealsotellingmehowtheir



dayswent.Wegotathomeandtheytookintheir

bagswiththem.Butthepuppywasmovinginthe

bag.Wewalkedinthehouse.Theyquicklywalkedto

theelevatorwiththebag.Theydidn'tevengreettheir

mommyandLisa.Welookedateachothersquinting

andchuckled.Ikissedthem bothbeforerestingon

Litha'slap.Ikissedhertummyandthebabykicked.

ShemoanedinpainasIwasbrushinghertummy.I

kisseditagainandhekickedagain.Lithagavemea

deadstareinpainandIlaughedsoftlybrushingher

tummy.Justthenthetwinscamedownstairs.We

calledthem.

Them:wecurrentlybusyatthemoment.Wewilltalk

toyoulater.

Theyrushedtothekitchen.Welookedatthem in

disbelief.Justthentheblenderwenton.Welooked

ateachother.Theycamebackwithblendedmeat

andboneswithwaterinabowl.

Us:andthen?

Theyrushedtotheelevator.

_____



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYTHREE.

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Wewerestilllostatwhythesekidsranaway.And

wewerebothlazytogoandcheckupwhattheyare

doing.Sowejustletthem be.

Imbusise:Lisagoandcheckupatwhatyourbrothers

aredoing.

Heshookhisheadlookingatusseriouswithhisbig

cheeks.Welaughed.WellLisalookslikethebothoff

us.Buthetookhisfathersskincolor.Weknowhow

muchhehatesbeingwithhisbrothersalone.

OvayoizikhungoandAsithamsanqelealwaysbully

mychild.Yoohthosetwoarereallythebigbrothers.

PlusLisachumaisalwaysserious.Hesmilesat

thosetimes.Ialreadyseehowmoreserioushewill

bewhenhisold.Youwouldneverseehim smiling

withotherpeopleexceptformeandhisdaddy.No

matterhowfunnyyouare.Hewouldjuststareatyou

likeyouarecrazy.Thatjusthim.



Me:Lisago.

Lisa:heretheycomemommy.

Thetwinscametotheloungesmiling.Welookedat

them.Theygreetedmeandtheirbrotherbefore

sittingdown.

Me:whatareyouguysupto?

Them:nothingmommy.

Us:itbetterbenothing.

Theypromisedus.

Me:sowewillbegoingtoyourschoolwithyouguys

tomorrowtogoandtalktoyourteachersabout

beinginseparateclasses.

Imbusise:butjustpreparefortheworstbecauseI

seenochanceoffyoubeinginoneclasseveragain.

Theysighedandnodded.

Them:butyouguysalsohavetofight.

Me:wewill.Nowgotomyroom andcomewithmy

lotionandmassagemyfeet.



Them:butmommywe…

Ilookedatthem andtheysmiledgoingtothe

elevator.Imbusiselaughedatthem.Theycameback

afterafewminuteswithmylotionandstarted

massagingme.

Imbusise:waitletmeseeherfeet

Hesaidsittingupstraightlookingatmyfeet.

Imbusise:ItoldyouLithatousethecream Ibought

youMamie.Youaresoswollen.

Me:atleastthat'sbetter.Didyouseemyface?

Helookedatmeandsmiledplayingwithmyface.I

hithishandsandtheboyslaughedatus.

Me:Ineedagirlwhowillbeonmyside.Ican'tdeal.

Theylaughed.

Imbusise:toobadbecausewearehavinganother

boy.

Thetwins:mommyisthereallyachildgrowingin

yourtummy?

Inodded.



Lisa:how?

Ishrugged.Andtheyalllookedatmeawkwardlyand

weburstoutlaughing.

Me:areyouguysreadytomeetyournewbrother?

Them:no!

Us:no!?

Theynoddedsulkingandwelaughedatthem.

Lisa:nomommy.Whatifhisjustlikethem?

Hesaidlookingatthetwinssulkingandthetwins

stickedourtheirtongueslookingathim.Weburst

outlaughing.

…

…

{weeklater,7thNovember}

Igotoutoffbedandtherewasthisawkwardsound

again.It'slikeadog.Butthereisnodoghere.I

shookmyheadandwenttotakeashower.Imbusise

cametojoinmeandwehadaround.Butitwas

doggystylesincemytummyisliketobiganddaddy



doesn'twanttohurthischild.Hiswordsnotmine.

WegotdoneandIworehisbigt-shirtsinceIwas

feelinghot.

Imbusise:youknowit'syourduedatetodayright?

Inodded.Hewaslookingatthehospitalsfile.

Me:Iknow.It'sstillearlytogotothehospital.

Imbusise:andIcanseethechildiscomingalready.

Youfeelinghotright?

Inodded.

Imbusise:let'sgotothehospital.Youwillbein

labouranyminutefrom now.

Isulked.

Me:Ihatethosemoments.

Hesmiled.

Imbusise:luckyforyou.Yougotmarriedtoadoctor.

Hesaidtalkingoutaneedle.Ishruggedtakingit.

Imbusise:that'saepiduralinjections.Anepiduralisa

procedurethatinjectsalocalanaestheticintothe



spacearoundthespinalnervesinyourlowerback.

Thisanaestheticusuallyblocksthepainfrom labour

contractionsandduringthebirthveryeffectively.

Withanepiduralyoucanusuallymoveandcanpush

yourbabyoutwhenyouneedto.

Inoddedsmiling.

Me:thesideeffectsofit?

Imbusise:Nausea,headache,dizziness,faintingdue

toanxietyfrom theprocedurecausingasudden

decreaseinheartrateandbloodpressure,flushing

oftheface

Inodded.

Me:atleastIwon'tfeelanypain.Whydidn'tyoutell

meaboutthistheothertimes?

Ismackedhisheadandhelaughedkissingme.

Imbusise:withthetwins.Youcameunexpectedly.

AlsowithLisa.Youneverevenknewyourwater

broke.Soyeah.

Ishookmyhead.Thatdogsoundwentagain.We

lookedateachothersquinting.Wewalkedoutoff



theroom andfollowedthesound.Itwasinthetwins

room.Iopenedthedoorandtheywereplayingwitha

puppy.Ilookedatthem breathingheavily.Andthey

lookedatusclenchingtheirJaws.Ifeltmyabdomen

inpainandwaterstreamingdownmylegs.I

screamedinpainholdingImbusise'sshoulder.He

quicklyliftedmeupandgavemeapeck.

…

…

Imbusise:Itoldyouit'saboybaby.Look.

Iwasbreathingheavilylookingatourson.Hegave

him tome.Itouchedhisforeheadandkisseditashe

wascryinghislungsout.Imbusisewipedmytears.I

alsowipedhis.

Me:nameyourson.

Imbusise:Langalam Lokukhanya.

Ismiledlookingathim andgiggled.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYFOUR

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Me:kazenabantwanabakhoapha.Bakhebacophise

leyenja

(comewithyourchildrenhere.Sothattheycan

explainthedogissue)

Iwasbackathomenowandthekidswereupstairs.

Theyjustcamebackfrom school.

Imbusise:okayIna

(here)

HesaidgivingmeLangalam.Itookmysonand

smiledlookingathim.

Me:Lisacomeandseeyourbrother

HeshookhisheadallseriouslookingathisiPad.

Me:Lisamarn.

Hesighedandcametostandbyhisbrother.He



smiled.

Lisa:hissotinymommy.

Me:doyouwanthim tobebig?

Henodded.Welaughed.

Me:kisshischeekorforehead.Butnothismouthyet.

Henoddedsmilingbeforekissinghim onbothhis

cheekandforehead.Ismiledandtookapictureoff

mysons.

Me:phuzumommyuyodlalake

(givemommyakissandgoplayto)

Hesmiledbeforegivingmeapeck.Hesatnextto

me.

Lisa:opopaymommy

(cartoonsmommy)

Inoddedswitchingon302.Imbusisecamedown

withthetwins.Theywerebothonhisshoulders

dancing.Ilaughedatthem andLisashookhishead.

Itoldyouhedoesn'tlaughevenatatfunniestthings.



Me:nowtellmewhogaveyouguyspermissionto

getadog?

Them:itwasdaddymommy.

Imbusisegavethem deadlystaresandtheylooked

awayliketheyusuallydo.IlookedatImbusise.

Imbusise:comeonMamieyouknowIwouldnever

dothat.Yourkidsloveblamingmefortheirmischief.

Me:becausetheyinheriteditfrom you.

Imbusise:butMamie.

Igavehim adeadstareandheplacedhisthumbon

hismouth.Thetwinslaughed.Ilookedatthem and

theywentquiet.

Lisa:ItoldyouguysthatTom ateJerryinthis

episode.

TheylookedattheTVandsulked.

Them:mxm.

Helaughedrestingonthecouch.Welookedathim

shockednoImbusisebecauseheneverlaughswith

somethingrelatedtothetwins.Lisaisanotherstory.



Hescarsmesometimes.

Me:youwillgetridoffthatpuppy.

Them:butmommywepromisetotakecareofOreo.

Us:whoisOreonow?

Them:thepuppy.

Theysaidsmiling.

Me:whydidnamehim Oreo?

Them:hisbrownunderneathandontopwithawhite

inside.Waityouwillseehim.

Theyrantotheelevator.Noweverythingiscoming

together.Allthesneakingaroundfrom them.

Suddenlycollectingboneanddrinkingwaterina

bowl.Thesekidswillmakemeoldbeforemytime.

Me:Imbusise.Didyougetmydressfrom theairport?

Imbusise:whatdressMamie

HesaidtakingLangalam

Me:theoneIwillbegraduatingwithnextweek?

Imbusise:yeah.BeforeIwenttofetchyou.Istarted



attheairport.

Inoddedsmiling.Igavehim apeckwhichturned

intoakiss.

Kids:euww

ItriedpullingoutbutImbusisecapturedmylips.I

giggledkissinghim still.Wefinallystoppedandthe

kidswerelookingatusdisgusted.Theyalwaysare.

Weburstoutlaughing.Hegavemeapeck.We

lookedatthedoganditwasexactlyhowthey

describedit.

Imbusise:youguyscan'tbelivingwithadoginyour

room.Tomorrowweshouldgoandbuyadoghouse

forittoliveoutsidelikeotheranimalsdo.Andit's

food.Whydidn'tyoulistenwhenmommysaidshe

willgetyouonewhenyoudoyourchores?

Theykeptquietandlookedaway.Weshookour

heads.

…

…

{weeklater}



:LithaLethuStokweagraduateinAdvocacywitha

PhD

Iwalkedupthestagewiththebiggestsmileonmy

faceIcouldn'tbelieveit.Myfamilyululatedforme.I

can'tbelieveImadeitthisfar.Imeanafterallthe

sleeplessnights.Havingtotakecareoffchildren

andhousechores.ThatiendedupwithaPhD.I

reallydidn'texpectthis.It'sjustoverwhelmingfor

me.

Imbusise:mfazwam madoda

(mywifeman)

Everyonelaughed.Mxm.Theprogram continuedand

Igotoutoffthehallsingingwheneverythingwas

done.Myfamilyululated.Icouldn'tbelieveitguys.I

wipedmytearshuggingalloffthem.It'sthe

smallestthingsforme.ImeanIcan'tbelieveImade

itthisfar.Iam soproudoffmyself.Evenproudisan

understatement.Iam finallyanadvocate.Canyou

believeit?

Mom:Ican'tbelievethatmyowndaughterisan

advocatenow?



Dad:yaziInevertookherseriouswhenshesaidshe

wasbackatschool.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:Iam soproudoffyou.Seewhere

dedicationgoes?

Inoddedwipingmytears.

Sesona:Lona…

Me:AdvocateStokwe,Sesona.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.AndIwasserious.Iam

AdvocateStokwenow.NomoreLitha,Lona.Ithink

Imbusisespreadedhisflexingtomenow.Butit

feelsdamngood.ADVOCATESTOKWE.Damn.

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYFIVE

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Wefinallywenthomeafterrejoicing.Andtherewere

carsattheparkinglot.IlookedatImbusiseandhe

laughedkissingmyknuckles.Ishookmyhead.

Me:eversincewebuiltthisnewhouse.Wehaving

morepartiesthenweeverdidbefore.

Us:babyyoushouldflexmore.Sothatyouknowhow

gooditit.Flexingwithstuffthatbelongtoyou.That

feelingoffexcitementinside.Offflexing.

Weburstoutlaughinglookingateachother.Guys

ImbusisealwayssaysthosewordsthatIendedup

adoptingthem to.HenceIknoweverysingleword

aftereachone.

Imbusise:Ican'tbelievethatyoujustadoptedfrom

mywords.

Weburstoutlaughing.



Me:youalwayssaythem.Youdidn'texpectmeto

notadoptfrom them.

Welaughed.

Imbusise:canIhaveakissbeforewegoin.Because

surelynow.Iwillgettokissyouatnightandbeall

overyoubeforewesleep.

Inoddedblushing.Wekissedforawhilebeforewe

gotinthemansion.

Them:surprise!!

Ishookmyheadgiggling.Ihuggedeveryonethat

washereastheywerecongratulatedmeformy

greatachievements.

Xhanti:weren'tyousupposetostudyformorethan5

years?

Heaskedaswewereatthedinnertablenow

feasting.

Me:Iwas.ButsinceIalreadydidlaw.SoIdiditfor

fouryearsnow.

Them:advocateStokwemfodini.



Welaughed.

Shaka:ImbusiseonlygotaPhDinmedicinene?

Imbusisenodded.

Imbusise:Iwasalsotakinglawasahobby.Phola.

(calm down)

Hesaidlookingathim squintingandweburstout

laughing.

Mom:butLonasaidtomeyougraduatedthreetimes?

Weallnodded.

Imbusise:Ididmedicine.LawonitsownthenIdid

BCom law.IonlygotaPhDinMedicineandinjust

law.Qavilesarni.

(youforwardboy)

Thewayhesaidjustmadeitmorefunny.We

continuedjokingaroundhavingagreattime

everyonewenthome.

…

…



{weeklater}

Me:babyIam neededattheFirm.Pleasemakesure

thatthetwinsdotheirhomeworkandLisaspends

lesstimeonhisiPadbeforeIconfiscateit.

Lisa:mommy.

Me:noLisayouspendwaytomuchtimeonyour

iPad.Iam justprotectingyoufrom theworst

Lisachuma.Beingaddictedtothatthing.Especially

atayoungageisnotgood.Askyourfather.

Helookedathisfather.

Imbusise:what?Whyareyoulookingatme.

Itookhisphone.

Me:youtoo.Tomorrowwehavinganocomputerday.

Meaningwewon'tuseanythingthathastodowith

computers.Iam talkingaboutyourphones,laptops,

andiPads.Wewillspendtimeasafamily.

Thetwins:butwealwayshavethoseonweekends

mommy.

Me:Iknow.Butweshoulddoitmore.Sothatwe

don'tgetaddictedtothesethingsandnotbesocial



withpeople.

Imbusise:butbabyIwasjustcheckingmyemails.

YouknowIalwaysspendtimewithyouguys.

Me:Iknow.Butyoumostlyatwork.Justknowyou

willhavetorushforasurgery.

Hisphoneranganditwasthehospital.Ilookedat

him andthekidslaughed.Heansweredandhehad

tobethereat9pm.

Me:Iwillbebackguys.Iwillmeetupwithaclient

thencomebackstraighthome.

Theynoddedsmiling.

Lisa:canIcomewithyou?

HeaskedasIwasputtingonmybabybeltfor

Langalam.

Me:yeah.Let'sgo.

Isaidkissingtheboysgoodbye.

Me:don'tmakeamesshere.Youwillcleanitupon

yourown.

Theylaughed.Wewalkedoutoffthehouseand



drovetoothefirm.Wegotinthefirm andIgreeted

everyone.Theyweresohappytoseeme.Iwentto

thereceptionist.

Me:Thembi.IstheclientIam supposetomeet

alreadyhere?

Thembi:yes.Itoldthem towaitoutsideyouroffice.

Me:them?

Thembi:itisactually2girls.

Inoddedsmilingthankingher.Iwalkedtothe

elevator.Ittookmetoothetopfloorwheremineand

Imbusise'sofficeisat.Wellwesharethesame

office.Weworkoncasestogetheractually.Exceptif

heisneededatthehospital.ThanIhavetoworkon

myown.Thereasonwhyheisn'theretoday.Isfor

thefactthatIam dealingwitharapecase.Andgirls

arenotcomfortableintalkingaboutthesethingsin

frontoffmen.SoIfiguredthatIshouldcomeonMy

ownandIwillupdatehim athome.Ishouldn'tbe

backatworkyet.Buttheysaidtheywantmeand

Imbusisepersonallyandtheyarewillingtopay

doublejustbecausetheyneedthebestlawyers.I



wonderwhy.

Me:sorryforkeepyouguyswaiting.

Theynodded.IopenedtheofficeandLisaraninand

wenttotakehiscarswhichhelefther.Wegotinand

theysatonthecouchandIonachair.

Me:surelyyouhaveareasonwhyyouwantmeand

Dr.Stokwetoworkonthiscase?

Theynoddedandwipedtheirtears.Iplaceaboxoff

tissueinfrom offthem takingmynotepadaswell.

Likhona:webasicallycametoyouandwantedyou.

Becauseweknowthatyouaregoingtowinthiscase

aswebelieveinyou.

Inoddedsmiling.

Ababalwe:soyouknowthatwegotrapedright?

Inodded.

Likhona:nowthepersonwhorapedusisaserial

rapist.Hehasrapedmorethen10girls.Andthey

wereallscaredtocomeupfrontbecausetheywere

scaredoffhim.Welllubabalotheguyisavery

dangerousman.Hehasagunandhealsohasthis



lawyeroffhisthatthreatensuswithourfamilies.

Justyesterday.Theysentabrickoffdrugstoomy

parentshousethreateningmetodropthecharges

beforetheycallthepolice.Ihadtodropthem

becauseIwasscaredformyparentslife.Wecame

toyoubecauseweknowthatjusticewillbeserved.

Andforallthegirlshehasrapedbefore.

Icouldn'tbelieveit.Howcanapersonbesoevil?

Me:howdoesthishappen?

Ababalwe:hisaphotographeratthetownship.

Everyoneknowshim asthat.Ashewouldalsobe

photographinginweddings,funeralsandmanymore.

Nowhewouldcallyou.Tellingyouthatyoushould

comeandhaveaphotoshootwithhim.Privately.All

one.Nowwhenyougetthere.Hestartstouchingyou

inappropriately.Herapesyouthantakesapicture

offyouasyouarecryingandpasteitinhisdiary.

That'swherehekeepsallthebadthingshehasdone.

It'sinthesafeinhishouse.Healsomanagedto

makesurethatourstatementsatthehospitaland

ourrapekitsdisappear.Wejustcameherebecause

wewantjusticetobeserved.Wewantourvoicesto



beheardto.That'swhywecametoyoupersonally

andyourhusband.Otherlawyerswouldn'thave

wantedtohelpus.Astheywouldhavebeenscared

offhislawyerbutweknowyouarethebestlawyers.

Iwenttohugthem wipingtheirtears.Whattheyjust

toldmeisjustheartbreaking.Docruelmanlikethis

Lubabaloexist?

_______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYSIX

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Me:Iwillfightthiscaseforyouandmakesurethat

youwinit.Byfirebyforce.Iwilldoeverythinginmy

powertomakesurethatherotsinjail.

Them:thankyousomuchAdvocateStokwe.Wewill

makethepayments…

Me:thereisnoneedforyoutopayanyfee.Iwantto

fightthisbecauseIwantedtoandnotbecauseit's

mydutyoranything.

Theylookedatmewantingtocry.AndIsidehugged

them wipingtheirtears.Theyfinallycalmeddown

andtheybidtheirgoodbyes.Lisacametome

curious.Ishruggedlookingathim.

Lisa:pleasefirstuntiemyhair.

Inoddeduntyingit.GuysLisaissofuckenhairy.I

meanlikejust4monthsago.Hisdaddycuthishair

sinceitwasabigafroandLisadoesn'twanttobe



combed.SohecutitsinceLisadoesnotwanttogo

tothesalon.Lisaunentonintsiwethu.Sohecutthe

hairandhealreadyhasgrownnow.Hehasanbig

afroagain.UmnaIdonotknowwhattodowithit

sometimes.SoIjusttieitup.Andhelookslikea

cutelittlegirl.Andhisbrothersalwayslaughathim

aboutthat.YouknowhowOvayoizikhungoand

Asithamsanqeleare.Butmybabydoesn'tmindthem.

Hegotusedtothem.ButIwasalsothinkingoff

doingdreadlocksonhim.Ijusthopehisdaddywill

approve.AndLisatoosincehisanotherstory.Ido

notthinkhewillevenagreetosomeonetouchinghis

head.

Me:babydon'tyouwantdreadlocks?

Isaidcombinghishairwithmyhand.

Lisa:no.Nooneelsewilltouchmyhairmommy.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:OKayke.Busthini?

(whatwereyousaying?)

Isaidgivinghim hisoros.Hewenttositonhis



fatherschairandspinedaroundsaying'wii'.Weboth

giggled.Itookapictureandvideooffhim.

Lisa:Iwantedtoask.Whytheycry?

Me:theyweretellingmeaverysadstorybabysoit

madethem cry.

Henoddedstillspinninginthechairgiggling.Iwas

alsolaughingathim.Isenthisdaddythevideoand

hemadeavnlaughingsayingthathebetternot

breakhischair.Isenthim laughingemoji's.Andhe

askedmewhatLisasaidaboutthis.IgaveLisathe

phoneandhejustgiggled.Thisisthelongesttime

thathegiggledfor.ThisiswhatIwastalkingabout.

Lisaisjustanotherchildinhisownplanet.Hefinally

gotdoneandwewenthome.Lisaranintowatchhis

favoriteshow'Tom &Jerry'Iwalkedbehind

shushingLangalam.Igotinthehouseandstarted

breastfeedinghim.

Me:whereisyourfather?

Thetwins:inyouroffice.

Inodded.



Me:don'tdoanythingfunny.Also,goandfeedOreo.

Itis3now.Hemustbehungry.

Thetwins:shouldwegivehim watertoo?

Inodded.TheywantedtogowithLisabuthegave

them adeadlystareandtheylifteduptheirhands.

Laughinggoingaway.IlookedatLisalaughing.

Me:stopbeingmeantoyourbrothers.

HeshookhisheadandIlaughedgoingtoouroffice

hereinthehouse.Hewasdoingsomepaperwork

from thehospital.Isatdownnexttohim andwe

kissed.

Imbusise:updatemeaboutthecase?

HesaidtakingLangalam.Andhemadehim burp.

Me:sowedealingwithaserialrapisthereanda

lawyerthatfightsdirty.

Imbusise:whoisthatlawyer?

Me:thisdidnotmentionhim.Butheworksunder

LubabaloDaniels.

HetookhislaptopandstartedhackingthisLubabalo.



Andhefoundhim andhislawyer.

Imbusise:it'sZusakheTwana.Hisalsoagangster.

Buthisunderus.ItalsosaysherethatLubabaloisa

photographer?

Inodded.

Me:that'sexactlywhattheysaid.Theysaythathe

callsgirlsoverforaphotoshoot.Alone.Thenhe

rapesthem.Takeapictureoffthem.Andkeep

everythinginhisdairy.Hewriteseverysingledetail

inthediary.Hislawyersendsthreateningthingsto

thefamily's.Hesentabrickoffdrugstooneoffthe

victims.Sayingthattheyshoulddropthecaseorhis

callingthepolicefortheirfamily's.Healsomanaged

totaketheirrapekitsatthehospital.

Imbusise:thisishardMamie.Howarewegoingto

fightthiswithoutanyevidence?Theclothesthey

werewearingthedaytheygotraped.Iam damn

surethattheystillhavehisDNAonthem.

Me:hetakeseverylittleevidenceandlocksitinhis

safeinhishouse.

Henodded.



Imbusise:nowtheproblem willbe.Howarewegoing

togettothatsafe.Withoutthethingsinthatsafe

Mamiewenothing.Thisisadeadcase.The

Magistratewillsaywewastingtheirtime.

Me:IknowDaddy.ButIpromisethosegirlsthatIwill

fighttoothandnailforthem.Wecan'tlosethiscase.

Wehaveneverbeenlosers.Wealwaysmadesure

thatwewin.Ijustwantjusticetoneservedforall

theothergirlstoowhohavebeensilencedbythis

man.

Hesighedclosinghiseyeslookingatme.

Imbusise:okayfinethen.ButMamiedon'tputinway

tomuchemotionsinthis.Wefightinggangsters

here.Anythingcanhappen.Sowewilldoourat

mostbesttofightthis.

Inoddedsmiling.

…

…

…

Me:guysdon'tpolishtheshoeshere.Youknow



whereyoupolishshoes.

Thetwins:yesmommybutwealmostdoneandwe

didn'twanttomissthisepisode.

Me:whyareyouactinglikeyoucan'tcatchorrecord

it?

Ishookmyhead.

Me:guideLangalam there.Makesurehedoesn'tfall

neitherdoesLisaorIwillbeatyoutwoup.

Them:yesmommy.

Idon'ttrustthesetwowithmykids.Rememberwhat

theydidtoLisawhenhewassmall?Hopefullythey

won'tdotheirstupiditynow.Iwalkedtothekitchen

andwenttomaketheirlunchboxesfortomorrow.

It'stheirlastdayatschool.Thenit'stheDecember

holidays.IgotdoneandIwalkedtotheloungeagain.

Thetwinssawmecomingandtheyquicklyranto

theircouchandlookedattheTV.Holdingintheir

laughs.Iwonderwhatdidtheydothistime.Iwalked

overtoLisaandLangalam.Theyhadpolishallover

them.Ilookedatthetwinssquintingandtheyran

awaylaughing.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYSEVEN

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Icalmedmyselfdownbeforegoingupstairswithmy

baby's.IhadtocarryLisaonmybackandLangalam

withmyhands.IgotupstairsandIchangedthem.I

placedLisatosleepbeforegoingtoLangalam's

nursery.Iswitchedonthemonitorbeforegoingto

myroom.IchangedintomypyjamasandIwentto

washmyfaceandmouth.IgotdoneandIwalked

downstairs.Imadesurethatallthedoorsarelocked

andIswitchedoffthelights.Iwalkedtothetwins

room andtheywereasleepwiththeirclothes.I

shookmyheadandchangedthem intheirpyjamas.I

laughedshakingmyheadlookingatthem.They

reallydoamazeme.Theyneverfailtoamazemeat

all.IsayagainthatIblameImbusisefortheir

mischief.ButwhatcanIdo.Ilovethem regardless

offthecrazythingsthatalwaysupsetsme.Ikissed

theirforeheadslaughing.Icoverthem before



switchingoffthelights.Iwalkedovertomyroom

andIswitchedoffthelightsandswitchedonthe

sidelamp.Ihonestlycan'tsleepwithoutImbusiseby

myside.Ialwayswaituptill2am ifneededto.LikeI

alwaysam stressedoutwhenhisoutoffthehouse.I

meanyouneverknowwhattoexpectoutthere.

That'swhyIwouldalwaysstayupandwaitforhim

tillhisback.Thansleep.OrelseIwon'tsleep

peacefulatall.JustThanasIwasreadingabook.I

justcamebackfrom feedingLangalam andmade

myotherthreepee.Igotacallfrom daddy.

Me:mylove?

Imbusise:oohyoustillawake.Comeandopenthe

doorforme.Iforgotthegarageremote.

Me:okaygivemeafew.

Iwalkedoutafterwearingmygown.Iopenedthe

doorforhim andhewasleaningagainstthedoor

frame.Ishookmyheadsmiling.Helaughed.

Me:whichcardidyouusedarn?

Imbusise:thefamilycar.Mym5islowonfuel.ButI

boughtpetrolatthestation.



Inoddedsmiling.Helockedthedoor.

Imbusise:Iknowit'slateandyouareprobablytired.

Wellyouare.Butcanwedance.Imeanwenever

reallygettimetoourselvesthesedays.Especially

nowthatwehaveanewborn.

Igigglednodding.Wekissed.Heswitchedonsoft

musicandwestarteddancing.Ijustlovedevery

singlesecondoffthis.Iwasreallyenjoyingmyself.

AndIsawhowmuchhealsoenjoyedit.Wereally

hadagreattime.Afteranhouroffenjoying

ourselveswefinallywenttosleep.

…

…

Me:askthem whattheydidyesterday.

ImbusisealreadyknewIwastalkingaboutthetwins

hencehelookedstraightatthem.

Thetwins:butmommywedidnotmeantoputpolish

onthem.

Imbusise:onwho?

Me:LisaandLangalam.



Imbusise:Nina?Whydidyouguysdothat?

Them:wedidn'tmeantodaddy.

Us:yeahlikeeveryothertime?

Theykeptquiet.

Me:Iswearonedayisoneday.Iwillshowyouguys

fames.

Them:whatwillyoudomommy?

Me:misbehaveagainyouwillsee.Andyouknowthat

iam notjoking.

Them:wewillstopmisbehavingthen.

Us:good.

Theirdrivercameandtookthem toschool.

Me:Lisawhydidn'tyougo?

Heshookhisheadgettingoutofthetable.Meand

Imbusise'slookedathim shocked.Allalongwe

thoughtheisgonewiththetwins.Welaughedin

disbeliefandIclappedonce.Imbusisewasdead

from laughter.



Lisa:Ididn'tfeellikegoingtoschoolmommy.Those

childrenarealwayscrying.Andtheyirritatemeto

thecore.Iwillgotoschoolnextweek.

Hesaidwalkingtotheelevator.AndIwasstuckin

oneplacestillshocked.Imbusisewaslaughingat

him guys.Cabamnandi?Imagineachildtellingyou

that?

_____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYEIGHT.

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

WhatLisasaidkilledme.Imagineakidtellingyou

thattheydon'tfeellikegoingtoschool.ThesonsI

have.Ialsowasn'tlikethiswhenIwasstillakid.

TheyareworsethenIam.

Me:babyIwillbebackin5hourstops.Ihavetogoto

Kariega.They'reCuylerneedsmethere.Fora

surgery.

Shenodded.Ikissedhergoodbye.IdrovetoKariega.

Itwasactuallyalongdistance.Ivideocalled

Anethemba.

Anethemba:littlebro?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:mxm v'tsek.LookIneedafavor.

Anethemba:shot

Me:qhwaqhwa.



Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:okaysomeandAdvocateStokwe…

Anethemba:v'tsekLithaLethu!LithaLethu!

Welaughed.

Me:butweactuallygotclients.It'sactuallyarape

case.AndLubabaloandthatbastardZusakheare

theonesbehindtherapethingandall.

Anethemba:what!?

InoddedlookingatthephoneIlookedattheroad

againtellinghim whattheydo.Iain'tsupposetotell

him aboutthisbutIam desperatehere.

Anethemba:howcantheybesosick.

Ishookmyhead.

Me:reallyare.Buttheproblem isnow.Wedon'thave

evidencetoarrestthem.Theonlythingwehaveisa

shesaidstory.AndIdon'tthinkthatwillhelpuswith

thecase.

Anethemba:itwon't.Ithinkthat.Gatherallthegirls.

WhohavebeenrapedbyLubabalo.Makethem make



statementsprivatelyandsendittoatrustedcop.

u'Mthethwa.Havethem arrested.ThenyouSaidthat

hekeepseverythinginasafeinhishouse.

Inoddedlookingathim.

Anethemba:thanwecanbreakintohishouseand

takealltheevidencehehas.

Ilookedathim smiling.

Me:Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tcometoyouinthefirst

placebro.Buttheproblem ishowarewegoingto

getalloffthesegirls.

Anethemba:Iwilldomyatmostbestinfindingalloff

them.ThenwehavetohaveLithaLethubetheone

totalktothem sincesheisawomanandtheywillbe

morecomfortableintalkingtoher.

Inodded.

Me:youright.Iam goingtoUitenhagenow.Sowhen

Iam back.Iwillpopuptheideatoher.Buthopefully

itwillwork.Justiceneedstobeservedforthese

girlsbro.

HeagreedwithwhatIsaid.Icontinuedtalkingto



him.

…

…

Me:soIspoketoAnethembathismorning.Iactually

talkedtohim aboutthecasewearecurrently

workingon.

ShenoddedfeedingmethefruitsaladImadeforher.

Weareactuallysharingit.Heridea.Mamekhayaklk.

Nam ndenzaekuthiwamandiyenze.

(sheisthemotheroffthehouse.Ialsodowhatshe

saysIshoulddo)

Me:sohebroughtuptheidea.Offwhydon'twetake

privatestatementsoffthesegirlswithoutanyone

knowing.Andthentakethestatementtothepolice.

Wewillstillbehidingtheiridentitiesastheculprit

willwanttothreatenthem.Sowewillalsobe

protectingourclientshere.Whileheisarrested.Well

thetrailwillprobablystartnextyearsinceitis

alreadythefestiveseasonnow.Sowewillprobably

getadateonFebruary.ButyouknowIhave

connections.IwillaskforittobenowonJanuary.



Shenodded.

Me:sowhiletheyareorheisarrested.Wewill

managetogettheevidenceinhishouse.Now.We

havetogetthestatementsfrom allthesegirls.

Anethembahasalreadygatheredinformationon

them forus.Herearethecontactdetailsandtheir

addressesandnames.Whileyouarestillatit.Iwill

drawupaplanonhowwecangetthesolidevidence.

Shenodded.

Litha:Iwasactuallyalsothinkingoffbringingthem

underoneroom.Iknowitwillbehard.Buthopefully

theywillopenupiftheyhearothersdoingsoo.Ooh

AbablweandLikhonamightbegreathelp.AndIwill

alsohavetoencouragethem tomakesurethatthey

takethestandaswitnesses.Andvictims.Iwillhave

tomakesurethattheyarestrongenough.

Inodded.Wefistbumped.Shestartedmakingthe

callswhileIwaslookingatLubabalos'house.Ialso

foundoutthattherearecamerasinthisroom he

uses.Hackingintoanothergangstersthingisalways

hard.ButImanagedtoasitwasn'tthathard.AndI



managedtomakesurethathedoesnotgetnotified.

IputonmyheadphonesasIdidn'twantto

traumatizemywife.Thisbastard.Bywatchingthe

thingshedoes.Mademesick.Isavedthefootagein

amemorystick.Allthefootagesoffwhathisdoesin

aUSB.Wemightneedthislateron.Ihavefaiththat

justwillbeserved.Iwillfightthiscaseandmake

surethatIwinthesamewayIwouldhavedonefor

myprincess.

___

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTWENTYNINE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

{Fewmonthslater,March}

Zusakhe:yourhonorthesearealllies.Imeanthey

justcameheretotelllies.Imeanjustyesterdaywith

Ms.Smithandtheothers.Theyallcameheretelling

thesamething.NowmyquestionisMs.James.

Whereisvalidevidencethatheputhispenisinyou…

MeandLitha:objectionyourhonor.Mr.Twanais

crossingtheline!

Judge:overrule

Zusakhe:myapologiesyourhonor.Butyourhonor

thereisnothingthatcomesfrom thesegirlsthatis

true.Idon'tunderstandwhymyclientisarrested.Mr.

AndMrs.Stokwearejustwastingthestatestime.

Me:yourhonor.Wearenotwastingyourtimehere.

WhichiswhyIam askingyoutilltomorrow.

TomorrowIwillbringyoualltheevidencethatyou



needthatconfirmsthatthesegirlshavebeenraped

bythisman.

Zusakhe:howsureareyou?Whydidn'tyoubringthis

prooffrom thebeginning.Insteadoffwastingthe

statestime?

Me:Mr.Twanatheysaypatientsisavirtual.That's

whyIam beggingyouyourhonor.Canyouplease

servetheverdicttomorrow.

Zusakhe:yourhonorMr.Stokweisjustblabbering.

Hiswastingthestatestime.Ashebeendoingfor

thepastweeks.ThatswhyIam askingyouyour

honortopleaseserveyourverdicttoday.

Thejudgedismissedussayingthatweshouldtakea

5minutebreakwhilehismakingadecision.

Thegirls:Iam losingfaithnow.Mr.Stokweyour

promisedthatyouwillbringtheevidencetoday?

Theynotbelievingus.Wearelosingthiscaseand

Lubabalowillsurelylikeus.

Ishookmyheadlookingatall13offthem.

Me:IpromisedyouguysthatIwillwinthiscaseno



matterwhat.Youguysjustbepatient.IknowwhatI

am doing.

Litha:Tatakhetimeisnotonourside.Whatifthe

Judgedecidestomakehisverdicttoday?

Me:Mamiecalm down.IknowwhatIam doing.Just

bepatientguys.Thisisfinallycomingtoanend.

…

…

{…Fewmonthsearlier}

~LITHALETHUSTOKWE~

Igottothesecondgirlshouse.Thefirstitdidn't

wentwellatallasshedidn'twantmetotakeher

statementasshewasscaredoffLubabalo.Even

thoughIgaveherthereassurancethatiwilldo

everythinginmypowertocapturehim.Butthan

againLubabaloreallydamagedherhenceshe

doesn'twanttogivemeherstatement.Iknockedat

thefrontdoor.Andanoldwomangreeted

welcomingmein.Shewasevenbusy.Shemademe

sitdownandIgreetedherhusbandtoo.



Me:ididn'tcomeherengeNdabaezintle.

(withgoodnews)

Them:hopefullyawuthunywanganguSarsortax?

(youain'tsentherebySARSorforTax?)

Ilaughedandshookmyhead.

Me:no.Notatall.Butifyoucan.Canyoupleasecall

Nomsa?

Theynoddedbeforecallingher.Justthenher

brotherswerehereto.Alsohersisters.Herbrothers

evenkissedmyhandinfrontofftheirwivesandwe

burstoutlaughingatthem.

Me:soIcameherebecauseIneedyourhelpNomsa.

SheshruggedandIsighedclearingmythroat.

Me:Iknowthisisprobablysomethingthatyou

wantedtoburyinthepast.AndImightbeopening

oldwounds.Butthisistheonlywayyoucanfind

justice.

TheyaskedmewhatIam talkingabout.

Me:soafewdaysago.2girlscametomyoffice.



Theywereactuallytherecryingforhelp.Askingme

tofindjusticeforthem forthebadthingsLubabalo

hasdonetothem…

Nomsa:no.Idon'twantanythingtodowiththatman

AdvocateStokwe.

Theycalmedherdowntellinghertooletmefinish.

Me:theytoldmewhathedoes.AndIknowthatyou

mightnothaveevidencewithyourightnowthathe

didtheshamfulthinghedidtooyou.ButIpromise

youthat.Meandmyhusbandaredoingouratmost

besttogetthoserapekitsandthebookhekeepsall

hisevildoing.AswespeakDr.Stokweisworkingon

astrategytofindalltheevidence.AllIneedfrom

nowisjustyourstatementonhowhedidit.And

yourchatsandphonerecords.Youwon'tneedto

appealincourtifyoudon'twantto.Wewon'tforce

youto.Wejustneedthisevidenceandwewillkeep

youanonymousforaslongasyouwanttoo.You

actuallygivingmeyourstatement.Won'tjustbenefit

thetwothatwanttofightthisman.Butitisalso

yourhelpingthenextgirlsinlineandfindingjustice

forwhatheputyouthroughandyourfamily.Iknow



youmightbescaredtodoingthis.Butigiveyouthe

reassurancethatyouandyourfamilyareinsafe

hands.Ijustneedthisstatementfrom youandI

promiseyouthatIwillneverevercomehereasking

formuch.

Theywereallmostlycryingnow.Whichalsomade

meabitemotional.Theyfinallycalmeddownand

theyallconvincedhertogivemethestatement

…

Me:Imanagedtoget8statementsoutoff13girls.

Hopefullybythetimethetrailstarts.Theotherswill

alsoshowupandtestify.

Imbusise:andhejustgotarrested.Wearedoingthis.

Inoddedsmiling.Wekissed.

…

…

{now…}

Me:ifthejudgesayshisgivinghisverdicttoday.You

arecomingwiththeevidenceTatakhe.



Henoddedandsighed.Wewerecalledinagain.Well

guys.It'sbeensinceJanuarysincewehavebeen

workingonthiscase.AndIwon'tsayithasbeen

easyasthegirlswouldtellthetruthbutZusakhe

wouldfightbackstronger.Andthepublicityisalso

puttingpressureonustowinningthiscase.Asthey

wantjusticetobesurvived.IjusthopeImbusisewill

reallycomewiththisevidenceasithasbeenhardto

getit.AndtheJudgedecidedtofavorusandmake

theverdicttomorrow.SinceImbusiseisprettysure

thathewillgetthisevidence.Wewalkedoutside.

Journalists:Dr.Stokwe!!AdvocateStokwe!

Wedecidedtostopforasecond.

Them:howsureareyouthatyouwillwinthiscase?I

meanwhathasbeenmakingyouwaitforthislong

beforegivinginEvidence.Istheevensolidevidence

Dr.Stokwe?

Imbusise:likeIsaidinside.Patienceisavirtue.Inlife

youwaitfortherightopportunitiesandrighttimesto

dostuff.Ihavebeenalawyerformorethana

decade.IknowwhatIam doing.Thankyou.



Wewalkedawaywearingoursunglassesgoingto

thecarwiththem callingus.Wegotinandthedriver

droveaway.Isighedandtookoffmybarrister's

bands.Andthefirsttobuttonsoffmyshirt.Ilooked

atImbusiseandhewasalsolookingatme.He

kissedmyforehead.

Imbusise:wegettingtherebabyjustonemoreday.

Andwewillbedonefrom alloffthis.Wetakingthe

firstflightthatgoestoORTamboandfrom thereto

aperfectdestination.Justusandthekids.

Ismiledlookingathim.

______

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTHIRTY

SEASONFINALE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Litha:yourhonorIwouldliketogiveyouthefirst

evidence.ThesepapersIgiveyouyourhonorare

whatexplainswhyMr.Danielsdoeswhathedoes.

Shesaidgivingthepapersaway.Lubabalolookedat

us.

Us:nowyourhonor.Asyoucanseetheevidencein

frontoffyou.Thosearemedicalreportsstatingthat

Mr.Lubabaloissufferingfrom Bipolar.Andhehas

beensufferingfrom iteverysincehewas5yearsold.

Helivedonpillstillhewas20yearsold.Askhis

mother.Theresheis.Sheknowsaboutthis.

WesaidlookingatLubabalo'smotherwhowas

lookingdown.

Us:butthatstilldoesn'tjustifyhismistakesyour

honor.



Zusakhe:Dr.AndadvocateStokwewheredoesmy

clientsmentalillnessgetinwiththiscase?

Wesmiledlookingathim andlaughed.

Me:asijarhangaDirango.Phola.Kuyapholwa.

(wenotinarushDirango.Calm down.Wecalm

down)

HelookedatmeanalyzingmeandIwinkedbefore

handinginthesecondevidence.

Us:nowthatyourhonoristhediaryoffMr.Daniels.

Thatiswhereiskeepallhisdarkestsecrets.Andall

theevilhehasdone.

Helookedatuswithhiseyespoppedout.Sowas

Zusakheathim.

Us:thereyourhonor.Iknewitmighttakeyoutime.

Tooreadalltheoffensivehehasdone.Anditmight

takeupthestatestimeasMr.Twanasaidsoatfirst.

Butyourhonor.Ihighlightedalltheoffensivehehas

done.Anplacedpaperstickersonthepages.And

therearealsopicturesoffthegirlsthere.That'swhat

theysaid.Theysaid.Iquote."hetookapictureoff



mecryingandstuckitupinhisdiary".AndMr.

Twanasaiditwaslies.It'sjustanactandIgave

them allscripts.Ishouldgobacktoschoolandlearn

howtobeawriter.

Zusakhe:thisisallalieyourhonor.Iam damnsure

thatMr.AndAdvocateStokwehereforged

everything.

Ilaughedandnodded.

Me:IwaswaitingforyoutosaythatMyfriend.But

thisnextevidenceandlast.

LithalookedatmelostasIdidn'ttellheraboutthis.I

gaveherthereassurance.

Me:Thisnextevidenceisverysensitiveyourhonor.

WhichiswhyIam pleadingyoutowatchthisonyour

own.Itisnotgoodfortheeye.Asitwasalso

disgustingformetowatch.

Henodded.Iwalkedovertohim withmylaptopand

headphones.Everyonewaslookingatmewondering

whatitwas.Wellitwasthesextapesofftheshit

Lubabalodoes.Him andZusakhe.Thejudgealso

closedthelaptopashecouldn'twatchthevideo



anymore.Inoddedgoingtositdown.

Me:nowthatwastheCCTVfootageoffthethingMr.

Lubabalodoes.Andwhenhiswritingonthebook.

Yourhonor.Iwanttothankyouagainforgivingme

thisextratime.Ipromisedthesegirlsthatjusticewill

beservedforalltheevilLubabalodidtothem.When

mywife,AdvocateStokwetoldmeaboutthis.Iwas

touchedbytheirstorieshonestly.AndIthoughtoff

them asiftheyweremydaughters.Astheyareall

stillyoungandfreshassheis.Ithought.Aboutwhat

Iwould.Havedone.That'swhyIdecidedtofightthis

case.Alongsidewithmywife.AswewantedJustic

againstGenderBasedViolencetobeserved.Wetold

ourselvesthatwewillfighttoothandnailforthis.I

gaveyoualltheevidenceandtestimonialsthatyou

neededyourhonor.AllIam sayingnowisthat

Justicemustbeservedforthesegirls.Sothat

pervertslikehim shouldknowthatwhattheydoing

iswrong.Theis#NoExcuseforrape.Justicemust

beservedyourhonor.Thankyou.Wearedoneon

ourside.

Isaidsittingdownandeveryoneclapped.Zusakhe



didn'thavewords.Thejudgesaidthereisathirty

minutebreak.Thegirlsandtheirparentscameto

thankandhugus.

Litha:let'sbepatient.

Theyallnoddedstillexcitedthatfinallyjusticewillbe.

30minutesendedandtheJudgeservedhisverdict.

Hewasfoundguilty.Bothhim andZusakheandthey

weretakenaway.MeandLithagotout.Andpeople

werecheeringusupoutside.Wantingtoknowhow

wedidandall.Wewerewearingoursunglassesall

seriouswheelingoursuitcases.Thepoliceandour

securityguardsweremakingsurethatnoonegets

tous.Westoppedbythecarandletgooffeach

otherliftingupourfists.Theyscreamedmoreand

singingaswesmiledgettinginthecar.

~AMILESTOKWE~

Me:noguys.Let'smakethepartyatLithahome.

Theywillsurelyknowthatsomethingisupifwedoit

atFather'shouse.

Shakaagreedwithme.



Okuhle:butyouallknowhowImbusiseis.Hewill

wanttoknowwhyhisgoingthere.

Weallwentsilent.Wewereactuallyplanninga

surprisepartyforthem.Justtocongratulatethem

fortheirgreatachievements.Imeantheyaremaking

theheadlinesforthegreatthingtheydidyesterday.

Theyarethetalknow.AstheyarealsoalloverTV.

Sowewanttocongratulatethem fordoingthegreat

jobtheydid.Andmakingitthisfar.

Emihle:noitwon'tbethathard.Imeanwecancall

motherandaskherisshecancallthem over.Asking

them tocomefordinnerbeforetheygoaway.

Lindile:Emihleisright.Thatmightwork.

Sesona:letmecallmotherthen.

Wenodded.

Shaka:everythingisalreadyset.Wehavealsoinvited

everyone.

Weallnodded.Justthenweheardclappingoutside.

Loudclapping.ItwaslikeeveryoneintheMallwas

clappinghands.Everyoneintherestaurantwas



curioussowherewe.Welaughedateachother

beforegoingtocheckwhat'sgoingon.Westood

amongstpeople.OnlytobemetbyImbusiseand

LithaLethuwearingtheirgraduationgownsand

mortarboardhat.LikeguysIam notjokingwithyou.

Imbusisewasactuallywearingthreeandholdinghis

lawyergown.WiththePhDgraduationgownontop.

AndLithaLethuhertwogownswiththePhDoneon

top.HoldingherlawyergownlikeImbusisewas.

Theywerebothseriousholdingeachother'shands.

Welookedateachothershocked.Everyonewas

clappingtheirhandsscreamingforthem.Theyeven

hadsecurityguards.

____

Noedits.



ITWASN'TFORMEFROM THESTART

ONEHUNDREDANDTHIRTYONE

FINALE

~IMBUSISESTOKWE~

Me:babyIfeellikewehaven'tcongratulated

ourselvesthewayweshould.

Sheshruggedpullingmewithherlegs.Shelookedat

thepimpleonmyfacethatwasstartingtogrowand

shepoppedit.

Litha:whatdoyoumeandaddy?Imeantomorrowwe

aregoingawaytocelebrateourbigvictory.

Me:Iknowbaby.ButIfeellikeflexingyouknow.

SheburstoutlaughingandIjoinedhergivingher

pecks.

Us:babyyoushouldflexmore.Sothatyouknowhow

gooditit.Flexingwithstuffthatbelongtoyou.That

feelingoffexcitementinside.Offflexing.

Weburstoutlaughinglookingateachother.



Me:butinthiscase.Wewon'tbeflexingaboutthe

thingswehave.Wewillbeflexingoffour

achievementsandsuccesses.

Litha:hearyourtalkingbaby.ButIain'tpickingup

whatyousaying.Pleaseelaborate.

Me:youhaveyourgraduationgownshereright?And

yourmortarboardhat?

Shenoddedandshrugged.

Me:Iam comingwaithere.

WekissedbeforeIranupstairs.Itookallour

graduationgownsandmortarboardhats.Iwalked

downstairs.

Me:sobabylikeIsaid.Ifeellikeshowingofftoday.I

meanlet'sshowpeoplethat.Uswinningthatcase

wasn'tjustluck.Butweareactualgraduate.Let's

showtheworldthatusgettingthesegownswaste

offourparents.

Shesmiledlookingatme.

Litha:Ilovetheidea.Actuallyusshowingourselves

thatwereallyworkedhard.Andwewillwearthem



withpridenomatterwhat.Becauseweactually

workedhardforthese.

Inoddedsmiling.Welaughedandfistbumped.We

tooktheelevatortoourroom.Wefixedourselves.

Sheactuallytookthemosttime.Ihelpedherwear

herthings.Sodidshe.Wefinallygotdoneandtook

ourlawyercoatswithus.Iwantedtotakemy

doctorsto.Butitwasinthewashingmachine.We

walkedoutoffthehouseandaskedthesecurity

guardstotakepicturesoffus.

Me:nabonamakwedini.Andifuninipheleleapha.

Ndifunananinifanenathi.

(youseeboys.Idon'tyoutospendtherestofyour

liveshere.Iwantyouguystobejustlikeus)

Theylaughed.Wegotdoneandourdriverdroveus

tothemall.SincemyMamiewascravingforMugg

andBeans'chocolatecake.Webothpostedthe

picturesonsome:"wearing2/3gownsandstill

holdingoneain'tachildsplay.Neverbeenproudoff

myselfandmywife/husbandthewayIam today.

Forallthegreatthingswehaveachieved.Tomethis



ishowIdefinegoalsinlife.Cheerstous ."

Wefinallygottothemallandwalkedin.Someone

peoplewerelookingatusawkwardlyastheguards

werealsowalkingbehindus.Butwekeptour

straightfacesallserious.Peoplestartedaskingto

takepictureswithus.Wedidbutwithafewtillit

becameacrowd.Theguardsstartedchasingthem

awayandsomeonestartedtheclappingforus.How

thatactuallyboostedme.Thegoodfeeling.These

aretotallythebestmomentsoffmylife.Wewalked

aroundthemallandeveryonewasscreamingand

Clappingforus.Congratulatingusforthegreatwork

wedid.WefinallygottoMuggandBean.Wesatat

thefartable.Ourfamiliescametouslaughing.

Them:youguysaresodramatic.Whatwasthatall

about?

Us:whenyouachievegreatthingsinlifeyouhave

to…

Them:flex!Weknow!

Weburstoutlaughing.

…



…

Motherinlawcalledusfordinnerbeforegoingaway.

Sowewenttherewiththekids.Wellletmenotlie.

Theywenttheresinceafterschooltheywent

straightthere.ExceptforLangalam whohasbeen

thereeversincethetrailstarted.HowmuchImissed

mylittlechap.Yeswedospendtimewithourkids.

Butitwasn'tthesameasbeforeaswehadsomuch

totakecareoff.Buttomorrowwearegoingaway.

Togettimetobondasafamilyagain.Wewalkedin

thehouseandIwasactuallyfixingLitha'slipstick

andhermyshirt.

:surprise!!

Wejumpedupinfrightandeveryonelaughedatus.

Welookedatthem squintingastheywerelaughing

atus.Iclosedmyeyesandshookmyhead.

Me:banio'planelekaka?

(whoplannedthisshit?)

Theylaughedmoreatus.Iseriouslyhatesurprise

party'sguys.LikeIknowit'sasurpriseparty.Buttell

methattherewillbeasurprisepartyandIwillact



surprise.Iam goodatthosethings.Imaginenow.

Youdon'tevenknowhowtoact.Yuuhaa.Itwasa

congratulationspartyforallourachievements.How

happyIwasthough.Thepartystartedandeveryone

wascongratulatingusforthegreatthingwedid.

Emihle:sothegiftisactuallyfrom alloffus.Asthis

partywasshortnotice.Sowecouldn'tbuythings

eventhoughwehavemoney.Butyeah.Youallknow

howbrokeweareJanuaryandFebruary.Andwe

neverknewyouweregoingtowinsinceyourwere

losing.

Weburstoutlaughing.TrustEmihletotalkshit.I

knowIdotoo.Butu'Emihle?Xhantiwalkedinwitha

bigportrait.

Emihle:asyoucanseeitisnotsomethingmuch.Or

anythingexpensive.Likeyouguysalwayshosts

partysandwealwayshavetocarrygifts.Soweran

outofideasonwhattobuy.

Sheshruggedandwelaughedmore.

Emihle:butyeah.Eversincethetrailstarted.We

capturedeverysinglemomentoffyouguys.And



yeahwedidaportraitoffallmoments.Andthisis

whatweendedupwith.

Theyrevealedthepicture.AndIneverreally

expectedthisfrom theyseriously.Likeguys.Every

singlemomentoffthistrailwasthere.The

frustratingdaystotheonesweactuallyfeltlike

givingup.Uswalkingandall.Speakingtojournalists.

Allthearticlesoffnewspaperswerealsohere.How

wepresentedeverything.Andthebiggestoneinthe

middlewasapictureoffustodayatthemallwith

thesecurityguards.Howseriouswebothwere.I

wasspeechlessguys.LikeIseriouslydidnotexpect

thisfrom them.Ireallylovethegifttheygotforus.

…

…

{2yearslater,31stDecember}

Me:Mamie!Wehavetogo!Everyoneiswaitingforus!

It'sthenewyearseveandwearegoingtoShaka's

housesincehishostingthenewyearsevepartythis

year.LastyearwewenttoEastLondon.Shefinally

camedownasbigassheis.Iwenttohelpher.



Me:whydidyoutakethestairswhenthereisan

ElevatorMamie?

Sheshrugged.

Me:Lithait'scoldoutside.Itoldyoutowearthe

dressItookoutforyou.Itwaswarm thenthisone.

Litha:Iam feelinghotImbusise.Pleasedon'tirritate

me.

Hormones.

Me:Itoldyouweshouldhave5boysandyouchose

toblessmewithaprincess.Youwereneverthis

moody.Surelylittleprincessisdrivingcrazy.

Shelookedatmeandwelaughed.Ikissedher

tummybrushingit.WellthistimeIdecidedtogive

heranXinsteadoffoffanY.Imeanwereallyneed

anotherprincessinourfamily.PlusIwantedanother

princess.Soitwasamatteroff."Sheisalreadyhere

whatcanwedo?".ButIalreadyknewdeepinsideoff

methatitwillbeagirlandIwantedagirl.Daddy's

littleprincesssincetheolderoneismarriednow.

Shedoesn'tbelongtodaddyanymorebuttoanother

man.



Litha:Iexpectedyoutoknowbestdaddy.Howcan

youblamemeforthegenderoffthebabywhenyou

decideit?

Weburstoutlaughing.

Me:Iwasjustjokinglet'sgo.

Weusedtheelevatortothegarageanddroveaway.

Litha:Iwonderyintonileindihlayo.

(what'sgoingdownmylegs)

Ilookedatherandshrugged.Itwashardforherto

bend.SoIstoppedthecaronthesideofftheroad.I

checkedheroutandherwaterjustbroke.Ilookedat

herclenchingmyJawsandwasbreathingheavily

heavilynow.Followedbyascream.Iquicklydrove

awaytoothehospital.Tellinghertohanginthere.

ThankGodthebabybagisinthiscar.

…

…

Me:IgottheheadMamieIgotthehead.

Isaidtakingoutmyprincesswithtearsstreaming



downmyface.Icuthercordandwentovertoher

motherwithherasshewascryingherlungsout.

Lithawaspale.Asshewassotired.

Litha:nameyourprincess.

Ismiledasshewipedmytears.Ilookedatourbaby

girl.

Me:Lonalinamandla

ShelookedatmeshockedandIlaughedalittle.

Me:youwillseewhyInamedherAfteryou,whenshe

isold.

Shegiggledandnodded.Webothclosedoureyes

andmadeourforeheadstouchaswewereholding

Lonalinamandla.

Us:Iloveyou.

Withthatsaid.Wekissed.

THEEND…

.




