


INKABIBROTHERS

PROLOGUE

"Mah!"

Iputmybagdownonthefloor.It'sbeenmonths

sinceIcamebackhome,honestlylifeisgoodout

therewithoutyourparentsaround,Partofgrowing

upbutattimesIdomissmymotheraswell.Justa

tadbittoomuch.Beingthelastborninthefamily

meansbeingbabiedandmoreattentiononthelast

born.WellIthinktheattentionIreceiveisatadbit

toomuchformyliking,That'swhyIwanttoescape

attimes.

Me:"Kamogelo!"

ThebeatingIwillgetjustbycallingmymotherby

hername.Thereissilenceinthehousebutmyfeet

takemeupthestairs,Ihaverolledmanytimes

downthesestairs,brokealegandarmandIthink

Ihavelostsomescrewsafewtimesaswell.Igot



tothelasttopstepandwalkedfurtherdownthe

passage,Icouldheartheirsounds.Moansand

groanstobepreciseandIamtraumatizedjustby

hearingthat.Myparentshavingsex,it'sweird.I

don'twanttogetstartedonmymother'smoans.I

gettotheirbedroomandthedoorisslightlyopened.

Ileanedagainstthedoorframeandwatchedthem,

Icouldn'tholdmyselfsoiletoutasmallchuckle.

Theynoticemeandmompusheddadtotheside

andcoversherself.

"Ndudamnitwhatareyoudoinghere?!"

Me:"IcametovisitandguessIwaswelcomedbya

greatshow"

Mom:"Ohmygod"

Dad:"Whyareyoustillstandinghere?"

Me:"Nocarryon.Iloveafreepornshow"

Dad:"Voetsek!"

Ichuckledandhegotoffthebed.

Me:"OhhIseeyoumom."

Shefixesherhair.



Mom:"Getout!"

Ilaughandrusheddownthestairsandmyphone

rings.Itakeitoutofmytracksuitpocketand

answerit.

"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Home"

Lunele:"Oh,Ithoughtyouwereattheapartment"

Me:"Ihavetocomebackonceinawhileandnot

makeitobvious"

Lunele:"JustamatteroftimebeforetheUniversity

callsYourparentsandtellthemtheyarepayingfor

nothingasyouhavediregistered"

Me:"Iamstrugglingwiththecoursealready.I

havemylifeset"

Lunele:"Ndalowouldgocrazyonyouifyouwere

here"

Me:"toobad"

Lunele:"Itwon'tstopherthough"

Me:"Drinks?"



Lunele:"IamgoingtoDurbanToday"

Me:"alone?"

Lunele:"No,IamgoingwithKhona"

Me:"ok.Seeyouwhenyoucomebackthen"

Lunele:"Sho"

Hehungup.

"Mpendulo!!"

Me:"areyoudressed?"

Mom:"Comehere"

Ichuckledandrushedupthestairstohearwhat

shehastosay.MpenduloZiqubuisthename,

aged22yearsandthisispartofmystory.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★



ShescannedalltheitemsIhavebought,Mpande

behaveslikeachildattimes.Youwouldeven

forgetthatheisolderthanyou.

Mpande:"Awufakenalekinderjoy(addthiskinder

Joyaswell)"

Me:"whoisgonnaeatit?"

Mpande:"me"

Ishookmyhead.

Her:"Plastic?"

Me:""yeahsure"

Shetooktheplasticsandscannedthem.Ilooked

athernametag.

Me:"Vuyelwa"

Shegavemeaneye.

Me:"beautiful"

SheletoutasarcasticChuckleandcarriedondoing

whatsheisdoing.

Me:"khonaintoewrong?(Istheresomething



wrong?)"

Shekeepsonpressing.

Vuyelwa:"yaziayikhoigenderecaza

njengamadoda(thereisnoentertaingenderlike

men)"

Me:""Senzani?(Whatdidwedo?)"

Shelooksatmeandlet'sherhandout.

Vuyelwa:"cashorcard?"

Me:"card"

Shekeepsonpressingandasksmetoinsertthe

cardinandIdidthat.

Vuyelwa:"baqalakancanekancanenjengawe

(theystartlittlebylittlejustlikeyou)"

Ismirk.

Me:"soyoumeanyouarecharmedbyme?"

Vuyelwa:"Iknowbetterniggasthanyousoplease"

Mpande:"wow,whatapan"

Thetransactionwasmade.Shefakedasmileand



wetookourthings.

Mpande:"IneedtocallAlwande"

Me:"About"

Mpande:"miantance.ShewantsmoneyandIsend

itbutshestilldoesn'twantmetoseeourchild"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"stress"

Mpande:"tellmeaboutit"

.

.

••••

"Watchwhereyouaregoing!"

ThemangruntsandstepsonthebreadthatIam

abouttoeat.Iamhungryandmystomachis

hurting.Thisisbetterthanhomethough.Istill

can'tbelieveaftermyfather'sdeathmystepmother

tookeverythingandkickedmeout.Typical,boring



yetnotsurprisingtohearright?Butthat'sthat,she

didkickmeout.Myfather,hewasuselessbecause

hecouldn'tprotectmefrommytears.AllInthe

nameofLove.That'swhyIamhereaswelltryingto

surviveaswellandImightbekilledsoonerorlater.

Girlslikemearenotsafe,Theyreallyarenot.Since

Ihavelivedonthestreetsfor3years,Ican'tcount

thetimesIhavebeenrapedandalsoMiscarried.I

thinkIhaveHIVIfnotthenit'sGod'sgrace.Istill

takethedirtybreadanddustitoffandstoodupand

walkedoffwhileeatingit.Ihopeitfillsmeup.I

knowitwillfillmeup.LetmegotothenewChurch

thathasopenedandseeifthereisanythingthatI

couldgetforthedaymaybeprayertolivefor

tomorrow.IambrokenbutIdon'tknowwhyIstill

turntoGodattimeswhenIfeeluselessand

hopeless.Likeit'shisfaultashecontributedtome

havingthishorriblelife.HeissilentyetIscream

outforhimlikeafoolwhenheisontopofme.

Whentheyexchangemelikeatoy.WhenIamona

poolofbloodunderneathme.Myshoalisbrown

now.Withdirtandbloodstains.



NEWMISSIONSINTERNATIONALMINISTRIES.

Ilookatthebigwordsanditseemsnewandfresh

aswell.IlookatmyselfandIfeeldirtyinthe

process.Iturnandgobackwalkingthestreetsof

Johannesburg,Ipullmyselftogetherandother

streetpeoplebumpintome.

"yewenaBharibhekalahohambakhona(Youfool.

LookWhereyouaregoing)"

Idon'tsayanythingbutIkeeponwalking.Iamin

needofthebathroom.Iseeasignforpublictoilets

attherankandIwalkinside.Peopleduckingaway

frommelikeIamsomesortofdisease.Igetinthe

ladiesbathroomandsomearefixingthemselves.

Oldandyoung,somearewaitingforthebathroom

likeme.

"Whatisshedoinghere.?"

IhearthemwhisperingandlookingatmeandI

swallow.MyturncomesandIgetinthetoilet.How

longhasitbeen.Irollthetissueandit'sthelast

one.Ieventakeanumber2properlyandwhenI

amdone.Iamsatisfied.Whyhaven'tIbeencoming



here.MaybeIwouldhavebeenabitclean.Iwalked

outofthelatrinewhenIamdoneflushingandwent

tothesink.It'sempty.Itakeoffmyshoalandputit

underthewaterandtrytowashit.Mychild'sblood.

Thedirtaswell.It'swetwhenIamdonebutnotas

cleanbutclean.Ifolditandwashmyfaceandlook

atmyself.IwipemyprivateareaaswellandIstart

walkingoutofthebathroom.

"Voetseklahufunaniwenalah!!(What'sareyou

doinghere?!)"

ThetaxidrivershoutsatmeandIrushofffeeling

scared.

"Tellher.Theyliketosteal."

"Bonke?Mhlampeuyazibhekelela(allofthem.

Maybesheistryingtofendforherself.)"

Ihaven'tstoleanythingasyet.Igooutontothe

sidewalkandwalkslowly.Isitdownonthefloor

andpeoplekeeponpassingmeby.Istandup

onceIhavegainedsomesortofenergyandI

searchforacupinthebinandIwalktothestreet

lightandstandthere.Istartbegging.Forfoodor



anysortofmoneyoranythingatallIkepton

beggingbutcarswouldpassme.Thedriver's

wouldseemeiftheyareeatingandhidetheirfood.

Iwishtheycouldgivemeeventhesmallleftovers.

Somearemaybethinkingwhysheisnotatschool.

OneaskedmewhyamIstandinghereandI

explained.Iheardhertalkingtothepersonsheis

travelingwiththtIamlyingandjustwantdrugs.

Drugsbroughtproblemsintooursituationandin

ourlives.IhatethembutIconsidertakingthemto

numbthepainbutwithwhat?Ikeeponstanding

undertheblazingsunandmyfeetarestartingto

hurt.IfeelexhaustedandnauseatedaswellbutI

keeponstanding.Thetrafficlightturnsredand

thecarsstop.Istarttobegoncemoreandthe

windowsarestartingtobewindedupasIamabout

toapproach.Ifeelhopelessatthispointandjust

wishingoneofthesecarscouldjusthitmelikethat

andIwouldn'tbeinthismisery.Ihearawhistleand

ahandisoutofthecarwindow.Irushtoitandthe

guygivesmeaR5.

"Thankyou,Godblessyou"Isay.



"Youarewelcome"

Therobotturnsgreenandthecarsdriveoff.Ikeep

onstandingtherehopefulthatanotherperson

wouldactuallyhelpmeaswellbutmyhopedies

afteranhour.IholdontomyR5Andgotoa

pakistanshopnearbyandbuyafatkoekandan

icelollitohavesomethingtodrinkasIamfeeling

hot.IsitbytheoutsidepavementandIstarttoeat

asIamwatchingcarspassby.Schoolgirlspass

meandtheyavoidmeaswell.Iwasoncelikethem.

Cleanandfeltokbutitneverlasted.Younever

knowwhatTomorrowHoldsforyou.MYNAMEIS

NTOKOMALOandthisispartofmystory

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★LUNELE★



Khona:"R5?R5Ndoda?Yaziaveuyungoqo(You

arestingy)"

Me:"Sheisgonnasmokemymoney"

Khona:"Pho?Naweuyakwenzanje?(so?You

smoketoo)"

Me:"Iamnotonthestreets"

Khona:"Idon'tseeanydifference"

Me:"Celaungiyekenobukhaladibakho(leaveme

alone)"

Khona:"YouknowIamrightthough"

Me:""right"

Khona:"Mpandeiswith?"

Me:"Sihle"

Khona:"Weneedtoputthismoneyaway"

Me:"wewillpassbythehousebeforegoinghome"

Khona:"Sure,Kaziwakufundelaphilokhu(I

wonderwhereyoulearnedthis)"



Ilookedathim.

Me:"Wheredidyoulearnit?"

Khona:"Somewhere.Somehow"

Me:"Sameashere."

Khona:"Stillstingy,Iwonderhowgirlsdealwith

you"

Me:"Sameaseveryone"

Heshookhishead.Isniffed.

Khona:"Youwilldieyoung"

Me:"Justleavealone"

Khona:"ifitain'tthat,yourparents.Betterpray

thatkillsyoufast"

Me:"Iamfucken25,theywon'ttellmeshit!"

Helaughedhislungsout.

Khona:"Ohok,25yearold."

Me:"Youshouldjustkeepquiet"

Heraisedhishandsupandletmebe.



.

.

★MEPNDULO★

Ilookedbetweenthemandtheybothlookedatme,

Iamgettingnervous.MaybetheyknowIdropped

outofvarsity.

Mom:"youcantalktomeyouknow?"

Me:"Yeah"

Shewassilentandlookedatherhusband.

Dad:"istheresomethingyouwanttotellus?"

Me:"Nope"

Ishookmyhead.

Mom:"(sigh)Whydidn'tyoutellusyoudroppedout

"

Therewego.

Me:"Iwasn'treadyto"

Dad:"whatseemstobetheproblem?"



Ifrowned.

Me:"wait,youarenotshoutingoranything?"

Dad:"Thatwon'tmakemattersdisappear"

Mom:"Nduyouknowweloveyou.Wenevergave

youareasontonottalktous"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Dad:"sowhatareyouplaning?"

Me:"Stuff"

Heraisedhisbrow.

Dad:"Whatstuff?Ihopeyouarenotgettinginto

somesortoftrouble"

Me:"No"

Mom:"whatdoyoulike?"

Me:"cars."

Dad:"Beinganengineerisgood"

Mom:"weshouldenrollyouinacourse"

Me:"Woah.Idon'tlikeschool"



Mom:"Ndu!"

Me:"It'sdraining"

Dad:"wewon'tfeedyoufortherestofyourlife"

Me:"youremyparents"

Mom:"DosomethingMpendulo"

Me:"Iwillsee"

Mom:"please"

Inodded.Ireallydon'tlikeschool.Ievengotto

Varsitythroughdad'sconnections.

.

.

.

•••

Igotoffthetaxiandalreadyshewasscreaming

afterme.Ismilelookingather.

Me:"youaresodirty"

Sherushedtowardsmeandtookmybag.



Me:"whereisgogo?"

Weenteredthegate"

Sthandiwe:"sheisinsidewithherfriend"

Me:"Ok,Goandputmybaginside"

Sherushedoffandwentinsidethehouse.Igotin

aswellandwenttothekitchen.

Me:"mah!"

Mah:"Yeyiwenaumemezelani?(Whyareyou

shouting?)"

Me:"Askies"

Sheclickedhertongue.

Me:"whereisdad?"

Mah:"KaJoe.Heisbuyinganothercase"

Me:"kodwaJesu(ohmyGod)"

Sthacamebackandsheranoutside.

Me:"Sthandiwe"

Sheignoredme.WhatamIgoingtodowithher?"



Mah:"cook"

Ihugged.AfteralongdayatworknowIhaveto

cook.

Me:"Iamtired."

Mah:"Idon'tcareVuyelwacook"

IgroanedbecauseIdon'thaveachoice.Istarted

takingoutthecabbage.Ilookedoutsidethe

windowandwatchedmydaughterbathingherself

indust.Ismiled,sheistheonlyhappinessIgot

fromherfather.Shelooksexactlylikehim.Iturned

andstartedoncooking.

.

.

★KHONA★

WegotatLunele'slittlehouseandgotinthe

bedroom.HepushedthebedupandwhatIsaw

wasshocking.

Me:"somuchmoney?"



Lunele:"dumpitinthere"

Me:"whydon'tyououtitinabank?"

Lunele:"andgetarrested?Youaskquestions.Put

itinthere"

Iopenedthebagandstashedthecashinside.

Men:"yousleeponmoney.Whatifitburns?"

Lunele:"thatpersonwouldbetestingme"

Heputhandsinhispocketandtookoutapacketof

cokeandwenttothedresserandhedidsomelines.

HerolledaR100noteandhedidtwolinesand

wipedhisnose.HegroanedandIlookedathim.

Lunele:"wantsome?"

Me:"No.Iamgood"

Heshruggedandkeptongoing.

Lunele:"ah!Thisshitisgood"

Ishookmyhead.Thisoneisgonnadieifhe

doesn'tstop.Iputallthemoneyinside.

Me:"wecanleave"



Lunele:"Shocase"

Herubbedhisnoseandlookedupbeforegoingout

oftheroom.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ididn'tsleepwellthesepastfewdays.Thefriction

betweenmythighsandpainaswellisvery

uncomfortable.Iwenttothetaxiranktocleanmy

privateareaeverymorning.Ithasabadsmellandit

startedrecently.IhavebeenreceivingR5-R20so

faranditwasjustonedayluckIwouldsay.The

restofthedaysIwasjustalittledruggiewanting

somemoneytobuyhernextfix.Istoodwithmy

everydaycupandmyuncleanselftryingtogetwith

mydayandgetsomething.



"hambauyofesauyekaukumalah.Yazi

ungagezeka(goandapplyforJobsandstop

standinghere.Youcanbeclean)"

Itstungme.HonestlyIdon'tevenhavethingsto

applywith,Ineverpassedmymatricwellthat's

whyIamhere.MybirthcertificateandIDWas

burnedandlostwhenIcamehere.Ihavenothing

atall.ThecardroveoffaftershesaidthatandI

stoodthereswallowingthosewords.Ilookedat

myself.Whycan'toneofthesecarsjusthitmeand

Idie.Isthatsomuchtoask?Thedeathofmine.

ThepeaceIhavealwayswantedinmylife,Ifeel

likehangingmymotherforleavingmeandforGod

forforsakingme.Can'thetakemetobewithhimin

paradise?Iwanttobeinparadise.

"Here"

Isnapoutofmythoughtsandthehandisoutofthe

window.Icrouchandit'saR5oncemore.

"Thankyou.Godblessyou".Isayandhesmile

beforedrivingoff

.Hissmileiscleanandhiscarlooksgoodaswell.



AcarthatIwillalwayslookatfromtheroadand

underabridge.AcarthatIwouldn'teverenteras

well.EvenaTazzislikeadreamcartomeanRDP

(umxhaso)oroneroombutallofthatisadream.I

keeponstandingandnothingcomesfromtoday.I

gethungry.Ihaven'teatentoday.Igotothe

Pakistanstoreandheshouts.

"Outout!!cometostealheremyshop!"

Istoodtherelikeafool.Ilookedattheguyworking

there.

"Justtobuyfoodplease"Ibegwithtearsinmy

eyes.

"no...no...no,Nobuyhereforyou.Stealyousteal!!

"thePakistankeepsonshouting.

"Iamsorry"theguysays.

Iholdmypainingstomachthat'shungryfor

anything.Ilookathimandhesighs.

"givemethemoneyIwillbuy"hesaid.

Igaveittohimandheturnedandwalkedtobuythe

FatkoekformeandcamebackwithR1.



"Thankyou,Godblessyou"Isayinthevergeof

tears.

"Thankyou"

HesaysandIwalkoffandsitonthepavementand

Istarttoeatmyfatkoek.Thisoneisbigthatthe

othersIhaveeaten.Hechoseagoodonetoday

andIknowIwillbejustfull.Ifeelhappyjustby

saying.Ithasalwaysbeenmythingtoeatand

enjoyfood.IprayforitbeforeIeatthankingforthe

foodIhave.IwishGodwasheretocomfortme

EverytimeIcrytohimbuthedoesn'tbutstillI

acknowledgehiminsomeway.Istoodupand

threwtheplasticawayandIstartedwalking.My

feetwerehurtingsomuchthatitwashardmoving

swiftly.Iwentwindowshoppingaroundtown

lookingatstoresandsomeIwaschasedawayfrom.

Ihadmyonerand.IwenttobuysomeiceLollyand

Isuckedonitwhilewalkingthroughthetown.Igot

tothetaxirankandIwalkedinsidelookingdown

andpeoplekeptonduckingaroundme.Some

gavemeweirdlooks.IknowIsmellandIcan'thelp

it.Iseethetaxidriversthatchasedmeaway,they



keepontalkingandonepointsatme.Iknowthe

aretalkingaboutme.IturnandIhearoneshout.

"Eyi!"

Iwalkfastertryingtofindtheexitway.Iturn

behindmeandtheyarebehindmewithbatand

beltsaswell.Theycatchuptomeandholdme.

"Ngiyaxolisangiyaxolisa!(Iamsorry,Iamsorry)"i

plead

TheyhitmeandItrytoprotectmybodybutit'snot

happeningbecauseIfeelthepain.Thehitandkick.

"kangakisikutselaukuthiungezilah(Howmany

timesshouldwetellyounottocomehere.)"Oneof

thedriver'ssays.

Theykeeponhittingme.

"Majitamyekeni(Guysleaveher)"

"AyasijwayelalamapharaMthimkhulu(Theyare

takingusforgranted.)"

Iwassniffingandinpain.TheystepbackandItry

togetupandonecrouchesInfrontofme.People

havestoppedandarelooking.



"Iamsorry.Iwillleave.Iamsorry.Ididnothing"

Itrytogetupwhileutteringthosewordsinteary

voice.Istandupandrushoff.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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INSERT2

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwasfinallyawayfromthetaxirank,Ikepton

walkingaspainfulasmybodyis.Peopleclutching

ontheirbagsfordearlife,Ikeptonwalkingtrying

togetawayaspossible.Ikeptonlookingback



behindmeandthenkeptonwalking,myfeetwere

painingbutthatdidn'tmatter.Itdidn'tmatterhow

painfultheyareorwhatIamsteppingonorwhere

myfeetaretakingme,Iftheywilltakemetowhere

Icouldgetsomethingbetterthenitwouldbebetter.

Istoppedbythesalonandwatchedtheladysweep

allthehairandextensionsoutandshetooka

plasticandsheputthehairinside.Shewalked

backinandsomewerelookingayme.Onelady

changedthepositionofherbagandcarriedon

pressingonherphone.Oneofthemencametome

andgavemehisfood.Ilookedathim.

Me:"Thankyou"

Henoddedandwalkedinbàckinsidethesalon.I

movedawayfromitandopenedthetakeaway

containerandtherewasabitofriceandsome

bonesaswell.Iremovedthebonesandstuffedmy

facewiththericewhileIkeptonwalking.Ilooked

leftandrightbeforeIevencrossedtheroadtothe

othersideoftownandkeptonwalkingwhileeating.

Igotdoneandlickedthecontainerbeforethrowing

itaway.Iwipedmylipsandfollowedafterthe



peoplerushingafterlonghoursofwork.We

crossedthetrafficlightandkeptonwalkingin

synchrony,notknowingwhereIamgoingatall.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Foodwasreadyinnotime.Itwasgettinglateand

StillSthawasn'tbackfromplayingoutside.Iclosed

thepotandwipedmyhands.Iwentoutsideand

shewasstillplaying.

Me:"Sthandiwe!"

Shestopsandturnstolookatme.

Me:"comeback,kulatemanje(it'slatenow)"

Stha:"Ngisadlalamama(Iamstillplayingmom)"

Me:"Uzodlalakusasa,kusayusuku(Youwillplay

tomorrow.It'sstilladay)"



Shesulksandturnstosaygoodbyetoherfriend's

beforerunningtowardsme.Iwaitedforher.

Stha:"amIgonnabath?"

Me:"yes."

Stha:"canIbathtomorrowmorning?"

Me:"youaredirty.Youneedtobath"

Shesulkedandwalkedinside.Iclosedthedoor

andalreadymymotherisdishingupforherselfand

myfather,theyhavenevermarried.Justlivedwith

eachother.Iwenttoopenthekettlefor

Sthandiwe'sbathwaterandtookthebasin.

Mom:"wamubibohwena,ngathiumkhovu(you

aresouglylikeazombie)"

Me:"ungayisholeyontomah(don'tsaythatmah)"

Stha:"Iwasplaying"

Momblinksafewtimesandnodsbeforecarrying

theplatestothelounge.ThekettlegotdoneandI

pouredwaterforStha.

Me:"comelet'sgetyoubathed"



ShefollowsaftermetomybedroomandIclosethe

doorandstripher,trytowarmherwaterbefore

bathingher.

Stha:"Mommy"

Me:"SthandwaSam"

Iwashherfaceandthendetangleherhairfromall

thegrassandwashit.

Stha:"Ubabaubuyanini?(Whenisdadcoming

back?)"

Isighed.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Stha:"ok"

Me:"'Shouldwecallhim?"

Shenods.

Stha:"please"

Me:"Okwewill.Comebath"

Ibathedherandgotdone.Iwrappedherinatowel.

Shehasgrownandisquietheavyaswell.Ilotioned



herbodywithVaselineandgotherdressedinher

nightdress.Iwenttodiscardthewater.Idishedup

forherandmyselfandwenttotakemyphone.I

hopeheanswersbecauseheisreallybreakinghis

promisebutIcan'tputmybrotherresponsiblefor

herfather'smistakes.

Me:"comesithere"

Dad:"passmethatBlacklabel"

Mompassesittohimandhedrinksitup.We

watchsomeTVwhileeatingbeforeIwashthe

dishesandgobathaswellbeforeIgetdressedand

callSthasoshecansleepbecauseshehascreche

tomorrow.

Me:"comeandlet'scallhim"

IgetheronmylapandIdialhisnumber.Ihopehe

picksupandhedoes.

"Dade(sister)"

Me:"wedon'tknowyouanymore"

"Eishispaninaweuyazi(it'sworkyouknow)"

Me:"Sthamissesyou"



Hechuckled

Sakhile:"Othingikhulumenomshana(letmetalkto

mygirl)"

IgiveSthathephone.

Stha:"baba"

Shekeepsonnoddingandsmile.Iamaswell.I

reallythankmybrotherforbeingthereforme.He

wasangrybuthimsteppingupformydaughter

whenhecanissomuchforme.Theykeepon

talkingandsheislistingthingsshewants.Iget

lostinmyownthoughtsaswell.

.

.

★KAMOGELO★

Itookthetissueboxandtookoutatissueand

wipedmytears.Iranmyfingersonthefine

handwritingofthisletter.IsniffedandIputitinside

theboxandItookouttheframeandlookedatit.I

ranmyfingersontheframeworkandputitdown.I



tookoutthepicturesandlookedatthem.

"Baby"

Isniffedandwipedmytearsandclosedthebox

thereafter.

Ingathi:"Kamo"

Ilookedathim.

Ingathi:"youshouldputthisaway"

Me:"Whydidweseperatethem?"

Ingathi:"theyareold.Howwillweexplain

everything?"

Isighed.

Me:"IwishSizadidn'tdie.Itwouldhavebeen

easier"

Ingathi:"Comehere"

Igotohimandwehug.

Me:"Idon'twanttolooseMpendulo"

Ingathi:"youwon't"

Herubbedmyback.Iheldontohim.Ilove



Mpendulosomuch.IthinkIfavouritehimwith

Ingathibecauseofwhathisparentswentthrough

andhowtheydied.Itwasn'tgood.Heisaspiting

imageofAiza.Somuch.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Wewereatthepub,listeningtomusicandhavinga

greattimetogetherwithMpande.

Me:"Nduiscoming"

Mpande:"Iamgoingtogetsomedrinks"

Me:"whyareyounotgoinghome?"

Mpande:"nah,Idon'twanttogo"

Hestoodupandwalkedoff.Itookoutmyphone

andMpendulocamemyway.

Ndu:"thisplaceisnice"

Me:"small"



Wefistbumped"

Ndu:"whatshouldIdotogetdrinkshere?"

Me:"Mpandeisgettingsome"

Ndu:"Ineedtorelax.Foundtheparentsdoing

things"

Me:"what?"

Ndu:"Whatloversdo.Whatmadeus"

Me:"Arghsieswena"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"andIwatched"

Me:"Sies.,whywouldyoudothat?"

.

.

★NDALO★

Me:"myboys"

Theywalkedinsideandiwenthugthem.



Lunele:"yougrowshorterandshorter"

Ihithisshoulder"

Me:"youareshootingup.,khona"

Ihughimaswell.Luneleputhisbagdown.

Khona:"Aunty."

Me:"lookatyouaswell.IguessKamoislooking

outforyouallthatside"

Lunele:"sure"

Me:"Icooked.Yourparentsarecoming"

Khona:"can'tIspendonedaywithoutseeingthem?

"

Lunele:"that'smomforyou"

Me:"hey,yourfathermissedyou"

Khona:"Idon'tlikehiswife"

Lunele:"toobadbecauseit'syourmother"

Khona:"thatmisfortune"

TheylaughedandIwassilent.



Lunele:"momareyouok?"

Me:"uhmyes.Yes"

Ifaintlysmiled.Helookedatme.

Lunele:"ok"

Me:"letmegocheckonthepots"

Iwalkedofftothekitchen.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iamscaredofgoingbacktheretoday,backto

whereIlaymyheadtorest,Ikeptonwalking.It's

farfromwhereIamnowbutIamtiredandinpain.

IseeanallyandIwalkinthereandIsawsome

otherpeoplesmokingandsomesleepingonthe

mattressesandhavingblankets.Somecoveredin

themandIseemovement.Iswallowandturned.



"Eyi!"

Ikeptonwalking.Myheartwasbeatingfast.Ikept

onwalkingtillIreachedthefurthestplacefrom

thereandsatdown.Iopenedmydirtyshoaland

putitovermyshouldersandadjustedmyarmsand

triedtosleep.IhopeIwakeuptomorrow,ifnot

thenit'sfineaswell.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★LUNELE★

Wemadeourwayupthestairsandwenttoputour



bagsaway.KhonathrewhimselfonthebedandI

openedthewindow.

Khona:"whentheyarrive,tellthemIamasleep."

Me:"Iamnotdoingthat"

Khona:"mxm"

Itookoutacigarettepackandlighterandtookouta

cigaretteandlititbeforeIstartedsmoking.

Khona:"(sittingup)yourecallingupondeath.What

ifAuntyNdaloenters"

Me:"Okwakhelokho(that'sonher)"

Heshookhishead.Heisscaredofmomforwhat?

Khona:"Ineedtotakeapiss"

Hewalkeduptothebathroomandclosedthedoor.

Itookapuffstandingbythewindowandmyphone

rang.Itookitoutandlookedatitforawhilebefore

answering.

Me:"sho"

Him:"Ihavesenthalfthemoney"



Me:"Igotit.Thejobwillbedonetonight"

Him:"Yes.HelivesinLaLucia.Hewillbewithmy

wife"

Me:"ShouldIshortheroutaswell?"

Him:"Yes."

Me:"Sure.Iwilltellyouwhenthejobisdone"

Him:"Iwillsendtherestofthemoneyinafter"

Me:"Sure."

Ihungupandcarriedonsmoking.Khonacame

back.

Me:"Ihavetogosomewheretonight"

Khona:"Where?"

Me:"Somewhere.Coverforme"

Khona:"mmmhLunele"

Me:"Areyougonnadoitornot?"

Khona:"Iwill.Don'tbiteme"

Me:"Good"



Ithrewoutthecigarette.Outofthewindow.

Me:"justcomeupwithagoodcoverstory"

Khona:"Sure"

Inoddedandwenttothebathroom.Iclosedthe

door.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Gogo:"IntoeniyaziukuyenzaukuzalanjeCeliwe!

Nivumelaumfanaacitheudotiwakhekuwena.

Uyiskigiphelangekengikufihle.Bukamanje!

NjengoAlwandenilethaumthwalokulesisimo

esikuso!!(Theonlythingyouknowistoproduce

babiesCeliwe!Youallowthoseboystopisstheir

dirtonyou.YouareatoiletthatIwon'thide.Look

now!JustlikeAlwandeyouarebringingBurdensin

thesituationwearein)"

Shebangedthetinnedcuponthealreadywobbling

table.IjumpedabitsoasCeliweandGuguwho



wascradlinghernewborn.Iheldmychildcloseto

measIfedhimsomemashedpotatoesforsupper.

Celiweismyyoungercousin.Sheis17yearsold

andpregnant.Ialsofellinlove,beencheatedon

,playedandleft,runoveraswell.Mpandedoes

trytoplayhisrolebutIthinkit'sratherlate.Iwas

hurtwhenhedeniedmebeingpregnantforhim.It

reallydid.IknowCeliwe'stears.Tearsofsomeone

youthoughtwouldbebyyoursidebutno.You

broughtaforbiddencardonthetableandmessed

upthewholegame.

Gugu:"Gogo.."

Gogo:"eyishutupfactory!"

Wewereallsilent.That'sabitoverboardtocall

guguafactory.Yesshehasbrought4children

fromdifferentfather'sinourlittlehomebutsaying

thatshouldhavereallystung.

"Mama"

Ilookatmybabyboyandwipedhislips.Heisfull

bythewayheisplayingwiththefoodnow.

Gogo:"baphionyoko?Babusynokudayisa



ngemizimbabanilaxazalah.Kokqalaabamazi

noyihlevenue,nanifuthinilethaimithwalo(where

areyourmother's?Theyarebusyprostituting,they

desertedyouhere.Firstofalltheydon'tevenknow

yourfather's,youarealsobringingBurdens)"

Myheartclenched.Iwasfeelingthesharppain.Its

thesadtruth.Idon'tknowmymotherwell.Thelast

timeIsawherwaswheniwas8andshewasall

dressedupandtookmetotownaftershebrought

mebackthatwasit.Ihaveneverseenhersince.

Me:"canIbeexcused?"

Gogo:"where?"

Me:"outside"

Sheclickedhertongueandistoodupandwalked

outsidethehouse.ShewasstilltalkingandIknow

itwouldn'tend.Isighandtheshacksclosetoours

areclosed.Theneighboursarehavinganearly

nighttonight.MyphoneringsandItakeitoutofmy

breastsandit'sMpande.Ihavetemptedmany

timestoblockhisnumberbuthealwaysfindsa

waytocommunicatewithmesowhatisthepointin



that.

Me:"Mpandeyobuhle"

TherewasnoiseinthebackgroundandIamsure

heisoutsomewhere..

Mpande:"youdon'thavetosaymyID"

Me:"reallyiamnotinthemood"

Mpande:"IwanttoseeMyson"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Uhm..."

Mpande:"look,IamsorryandIwaschildishbutI

wanttoownupearly"

Isighed.

Me:"surethen"

Mpande:"heisturningonesoonright?"

Me:"yes"

Mpande:"wewilltalkaboutthat.Didyoureceive

themoney"

Me:"Ihaven'twenttoCheckers"



Mpande:"whydon'tyouhaveabankaccount?It

wouldbeeasier.Iwillopenitforyou"

Me:"ok"

Mpande:"goodnight"

Me:"goodnight"

Hehungup.

"Alwande!"

Isighedandwalkedbackinside.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

DinnerwasreadyandLunelealreadytookashower

andwasdressedreadytoleave.Heworeablack

capandajacketontopanddidalinebeforewe

walkedout.Ifhedoesn'tstopthissmokingofhis,

hewilldie.IsawmomanddadwithAuntyNdalo



andMalumeNhlanhlahavingagreatchat.They

turntousaswewalkin.

Ndalo:"youtooklong"

Lunele:"Family"

Hesharedhugsbetweenthemandgreetings.

Dad:"won'tyougreetus?"

Mom:"yeswemissedyou"

Shecomesandhugsme.Everythingshedoesor

saysjustpissesmeoff

Me:"pleasedon'ttouchme"

Dad:"Khona"

Me:"IthinkIwillskipdinner"

Ndalo:"Nobothofyousitdown"

Lunele:"afriendofmineisstuckonthehighway,I

havetoassisthim.Iwillbeback"

Nhlanhla:"ufikanjeusuyahamba(whenyouhave

justarrivedyouarenowleaving.)"

Lunele:"ngizobuyatiama(Iwillbeback)"



Hesniffedandrubbedhisnosebeforewalkingout.

Ndalo:"ishesmoking?"

Theylookedatme

Me:"Idon'tknowanything"

Ndalo:"uhmdinnerisready,come"

Wewalkedtothediningroom.IsatnexttoNdalo.I

justwantthisoveranddonewith.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

"Mbambeinyawo(holdherlegs)"

Iopenedmyeyesandtheyheldmylegs.Itriedto

screamandkickingthemoffbutnothing.Itwas4

againstone.Oneofthemputtheirhandovermy

mouthtopreventmyscreamsandtearsrandown

mycheeks.Theycarriedmeovertoadisclosed

areaandlaidmeonthefloorspreadingmylegsasI

triedtobreakfree.Thefirstoneundidhisdirty



pantsandgotbetweenmylegs.

"Sodlalisangobontsisinamhlanje"

OnesaidandIwasdefeated.Iclosedmyeyes

feelingtheshortnessofbreathIamexperiencing.

ItssomethingIwouldnevergetusedto.Can'tthey

stabmeintheprocesssoallsilencecanconsume

mesoaspeace.Theywerelaughingand

commendingeachotherasthelastpiecesleftwere

takenawayandshattered.Ijustlaidtherefeeling

thepressurebetweenmylegs.Acarscreech

disturbedthemfromtheirdeedandtheyletgoof

mylegsandhands.

"Asimashenimajita(let'srunboys)"

Theyrushedoffonepullingoutandpullinghis

pantsupandrushingoffaswell.Isobbedlooking

attheskyandIgotup.Itrieddustingmyselfand

walkedagainstthewalls,Ican'tsleepanymore.I

couldn't.Ilookedatthedesertedstreetsofthe

night.IgotbythestreetlightsandIcrossedthem

andkeptonwalkingasfarasmyfeetcantakeme.

Mybodywasmovingbutmymindwasn'tawareof



whereIamgoing.Igotbythetaxirankanditwas

empty.Iwalkedtothebathroomsanditwasclosed.

Ilaidonthebenchthereandclosedmyeyes,

maybeIamabitsafehere.Forawhilethough.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

IgottothehousenumberIwasgiven.Theaddress

andIwasattherightplacebythelooks.Igotout

ofmycarasIhaveparkedaverylongdistance

awayandwenttothebootandtookouttheblack

bag.Itookoutmysniperandcheckedifeverything

isinorderbeforeclosingthebagandtakingitout

andclosingtheboot(trunk)andlockedmycar.I

walkeddownthequietstreetlookingaroundand

coveringmyeyeswithmycap.Igottothehouse

beforeitandIfoundawaytogetin.Ijumpedon

thebrickwallthatwasbytheoutsidebuildingand

thenjumpedonitsroofasitwasclosebywithmy



bagtogetonthegarageandupIwenttoonthe

roofslowlynotmakinganynoise.Icouldseethem

bytheslidingdoorhavinganicedrink,she

caresseshischestplayingwithhistie.Itookout

mysniperandsetitupandthenpositionedmyself.

Iaimedfortheguy'sheadandoneshot.Hewas

down.TheladypanickedandIdidthesamewith

herandIwasdone.Itookoutmyphoneandcalled

him.

Him:"yes"

Me:"thejobisdone."

Him:"Iwilltransferedtherestofthemoney"

Me:"don'tdoublecrossmebecauseIwillfindyou"

Him:"Iwon'tthankyou"

Ihungupandclearedeverythingup.Igotdown

andsnuckmywayoutandrushedtomycar.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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★THABISILE★

Ihavetriedbyallmeanstogetclosewithkhonabut

itprovestobedifficult.Weateourfoodandhe

excusedhimselfafter.Doesheknowabouthis

mother?Hehasbeenbehavinglikethissincehe

wasyoungsoIreallydon'tunderstandwhatIdid

wrong.IhelpedNdalowiththedishesinthekitchen.

Ndalo:"Khonaisgrowingtolookmoreandmore

LikeSiyanda."

Me:"SoasManqoba"

Ndalo:"That'shistwin"

Welightlylaughed.



Ndalo:"What'shisproblemthough?"

Me:"IwishIknew.Ihavetriedeverything"

Ndalo:"Iwilltalktohim"

Inodded.

Me:"Thankyou"

Themenwalkinsidethekitchen.

Siyanda:"Weshouldleave"

Ndalo:"Khonaisstaying"

Siyanda:"Uhm,Ithoughtwewereleavingwithhim

"

Ndalo:"HeisnotachildSiyanda"

Siyanda:"Ok"

Ndalonodded.

Ndalo:"Wewillseeyousoonthen"

Irinsedthelastplateandwipedmyhandsbefore

wehugged.Theywalkedusoutandwesaidour

goodbyes.

Me:"Thatwaslovely"



Siyanda:"Itwas."

Silenceconsumedthecarasitstartedbeforehe

droveoff.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Ienteredthehouseroundabout2am.Itwasdark

andItriedtobediscreteaspossiblebutIguessI

wasn'tbecausethekitchenlightsturnedon.Ifroze

onthespotandMomappearedpullinghergown

together.

Mom:"(wipingherface)Iwasworriedaboutyou"

Shehuggedme.

Me:"Iamfine.IwasoutwithMpandeandSihle"

Mom:"yourolderbrotherdoesn'tvisitmeanymore

soasyoursister"



Ichuckle

Me:"Iamstillhere"

Mom:"Iknowbaby"

Me:"wereyoucrying?"

Ilookeddowntoher.

Mom:"no,noIwasn't.Coffee?"

Me:"Ineedtorest"

Mom:".Ok,youcango"

Me:"areyousureyouareok?"

Shenodded.

Mom:"Yes.YesIam"

Me:"canwevisitKokotomorrow?"

Mom:"shewouldlovethathoney"

Me:"OkletmegobeforeyoucallmeLovey"

Mom:"OhmygodNdu"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Iamjoking"



Mom:"youaresomethingelse"

Ikissedherforehead.

Me:"goodnight"

Mom:"goodnight

Irushedupthestairstomybedroom.Iwasdead

tiredandneededtorestmyhead.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IwokeupearlysoIcanprepareSthaforcreche.I

don'tlikewakingupmydaughterintheweehours

ofmorningbutwhatchoicedoIhave.Shehastogo

toschool.Icooksomemaizemealporridgeand

thereafterherwaterwasready.Iwokeherupand

bathedher.Myparentspassedoutinthelounge

areaandIdon'tevenbother,mybrotherhas



botheredenough.Heismyparentmorethanthem.

Maratheyloveeachotherintheirownway.Igot

SthadressedupandIalsowenttobathandgot

dressedinmyuniform.andwenttodiscardthe

water.ImadelunchforSthaandshewasdoneand

dusted.

Me:"youareready?"

ShenoddedandIgotheroffthechairandtookher

backpack.Itookmybagaswellandheldherhand.

WebothwalkedoutandIclosedthedoorandwe

madeourwayoutoftheyard.Hercrecheisn'tfar,

justaroundthecorner.Sheheldmyhandtightlyas

wewalkedthroughthecoldmorningbreeze.We

gottohercrecheandalreadysomekidswerethere.

SherushedinandIgreetedthegrannythatis

watchingthem.Itwaswarminsidetochaseaway

thecoldfromthelittleones.Isaidmygoodbyes

andmademywayouttocatchataxitowork.Itook

outmyphoneandcheckedforanymessagesjust

tokeepmyselfbusy.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

IwokeupearlytohelpCeliwewithpreparingherself

forschool.ShewasquietandsowasI.Ilookedat

thefloorwatchingmysonrestsopeacefully

clenchingontheblanketwithhisverysmallhands.

"Iamsorrysisi"

IlookatCeliweandsheislookingdown.

Celiwe:"youwarnedmeaboutboysbeforeschool

work"

Me:"ithappenedCeliwe,thereisnothingwecan

donow"

Iholdherhandandshelooksatherbumpandpulls

thejerseyoverit.Tearsweldupinhereyes.

Me:"whyMusaukukhala,uzovusaabanye(stop

crying,youwillwakeothersup)"

Shenodded.Igaveherthebag.



Celiwe:"thankyou"

Me:"goodluck"

Shesmiledandnodded.Shethenwalkedout.

"Ngekekumsizengalutholokhuakwenzayo

kuyomeleahlalephansinjengaweagadeumthwalo

wakho.AkhoNganeengizoyiphathamina(Itwon't

helpherwithanything,shehastodropoutjustlike

youandgaurdherownbaby.Iwon'traiseanychild

)"

Couldn'tshewaitforafewhoursbeforeshevoiced

outheropinions.

Me:"Gogo"

Gogo:"ayiahh"

Ikeepquiet.Sheturnstheotherwayonherbed.I

holdontothetableandmyphonevibratedandI

takeitfromthetable.It'samessagefromMpande

andheisstatingatwhattimewewillmeet.He

offerstofetchmebutItellhimlet'smeetatthe

parkandhedoesn'treplyafter.Isighandlookat

theamountofpeoplelayingonthefloor.Ifeel



sorryformybabyandGugu'snewborn.Celiwe's

unbornchildalready.Boysaretrouble.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iamalreadystandingonthestreet.Imovedas

quicklyaspossiblewhenIsawtaxi'sgettinginthe

taxirank.Idon'twanttobebeatenupfor

somethingIdon'tknowoncemore.Istandinthe

middleoftheroadandcarsarepassingbylike

normal.Itdoesn'tstinganymore,it'ssimply

loosinghope.Don'tpityme,it'smyreality.When

IgettiredImoveawayfromtheroadandgotothe

binsandcheckifthereisanythingIcouldfindthatI

candowninthemeantime.IgetaMcDonald's

paperbagandopenit.Itakeasipfromthecupand

justadropofnothing.Irummagethroughinthe

burgercontainerandjustpiecesoflettuceand

driedupsauce.Godittastessowonderfulonmy

tongue.IleavethatandseebitsofffriesandIstart



toeatthem.Peoplearelookingatmestill.Ikeepon

searchingandIfindthrownshoes.Theylookoutof

shapebutstillcanbeworn.Itakethemandsit

downonthepavementandImassagemylegsabit.

Theyarecutshereandthere.Itaketheshoesand

wearthem.Surelytheyaremalesizebuttheywill

shieldmyfeetfromalltheglassesandrocksor

anythingthatharmsmyfeet.Istandupandcarry

oncheckingthebinandnothingelse.Isighand

takethecupandwalkaroundtownholdingitinmy

handsaskinganyonewhoiscomingmyway.Most

ofthemshutmedown.Somegaveme10candI

wasgrateful.It'ssomething.Iwindowshopand

stopbyaclothingshopthat'sabouttoopen.Ilook

atthedressesandclothes.Aplasticdolliscleaner

andsmellsnicerthanI.Iturnedandkeptonwalking.

Ilookatthelittlekidswalkingwiththeirmotherto

school.Iwasonceinnocentandcarefree.Hadno

worriesintheworld.Beingachildisthegreatest

giftthananything.Youdon'tseetheworldforwhat

itis.Ikeeponwalking.Acarpassesandthedriver

throwsaplastictomyfeetandIwentontomy

knees.Laughterfilledthemupastheypassedby.I



openedtheplasticanditwasjustbottles.Plastic

bottles.IstooduptakingthemandIkepton

walkingandaskingpeoplearoundtillthenext

trafficlight.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Igotreadywithmybabyboyonceitwastime.

Gogokeptonlookingatmeandshakingherhead.

Gugu:"ubuyenezimnandidade(comebackwith

nicestuff)"

Gogo:"nezimnandiukunuka?Ufunaabuyenenye

ingane?ngobauyokhandaenye(nicestuffforwhat

?Youwanthertocomebackwithanotherchild?

Becausesheisgoingtoconstructanother)"

Gugu:"Angishongonjalo,nceyinawegogo(I

didn'tsaythat.gogothough)"



Gogoslappedthebackofherhead.

Gogo:"ngizokushaya(Iwillhityou)"

Me:"Ihavetoleave"

Gogo:"ngikucuphile(Iamwatchingyou)"

Iswallow,Inodandtakethebabybagandloadmy

phoneinsideandcarrymychildonmybackand

walkoutbeforeshesaysanythingelse.Icut

throughthecloseshackstountilIwasonthemain

road.Itookoutanumbrellabecausethesunwas

nowrisinganditwasgettinghit.Icoveredtheone

whoisonmybackandkeptonwalkingtothepark.

It'smoredecentaswell.WhenIarrivedthere

Mpande'scarwasalreadythere.Hegotoutas

soonasweapproachedandleanedbyit.

Wonderinghowwemetandhoweverything

unfolded.Simple,verysimple.Dragrace,Gugu

beingthesocialbutterflysheis.Wewenttheremet

himandhisbrotherswithhisfriends.Guguhooked

upwithotherguysandIhookedupwithhim.We

justclicked.Datedafteramonth.Twomonthsin

therelationshipandthisonecamealong.



Mpande:"Lwande"

Ilookedathimandstoodadistance.

Me:"Mpande"

Mpande:"Howareyou?"

Me:"ngisharp(Iamgood)"

HewalkedclosertousandIclosedtheumbrella

andhestoodbehindmeandlookedattheoneon

myback.

Mpande:"canItakehim?"

Inoddedhesitatelyandundidtheblanketandhefell

inhisarmsgently.

Mpande:"heisasleep"

Heisfast.Iguessthewalksoothedhim.He

lookedatme.

Mpande:"IamsorryLwande"

Me:"youhadreasons"

Mpande:"it'snotanexcuse"

Me:"youcanstilldoaDNAtestifyouwant"



Mpande:"No,helookslikedad"

Me:"mmmh"

Ifoldedmyarmslookingatthem.Iwantedthis

overanddonewith

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Iwokeupabitlatetoday,Iwastiredfromlastnight

andmyneckisalsostiff.Ididalinebeforecoming

downjusttocalmmyselfdownandfoundmom

dustingaround.IassumeDadisawaysomewhere

andKhonaoutsomewhereaswell.

Me:"mom"

Irubbedmynoseandsniffed.

Mom:"goodmorning"

Me:"whereiseveryone?"



Ndalo:"youknowyourfather,Hewenttocheckon

yoursisterinPietermaritzburgatschool"

Me:"don'tthinkboardingisagoodideaatherage"

Ndalo:"sheis15whatcouldpossiblygowrong?"

Me:"bunking,pregnancyboys"

Ndalo:"Pleaseshegoestoanallgirlsschool.Don't

tellmeaboutthat"

Me:"mmmh,Iamleavingtoday"

Mom:"sosoon"

Me:"Ihaveto"

Mom:"anyjobreplies?"

Iscratchedmyheadandsniffed.

Me:"someinterviewspoppedup.

Mom:"weallstartsomewhere.Foryoutobethat

goodinITandreachManagementlevelyouneedto

workhard"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Mom:"good.Areyouok?Yournoselooksred"



Me:"Iamfine.Justafluke"

Sheheldmyforehead.

Mom:"youseemfine"

Me:"asIhavesaid.Iamfine"

Shenods

Mom:"ok"

Me:"Iamhungry"

Ileaveherandgotothekitchen.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

WorkingattheTillareaisquietdraining.Youare

heldresponsiblewiththemoneymade,lostorover

chargedaswell.Ifthemoneyinyourregisteris

shortyouarequestioned,overwhatitshouldbe,

youarequestionedit'sdrainingreallyanditmakes

myheadspin,Iwon'tgetstartedonsomerude



customersbutmostofthemareverynice.

Me:"Nextplease!"

Ipressthebuttonundermyregisterandit

announceswhocancometomytill.Myfaceturns

sourwhenIseethisguyandIdon'tknowwhy,he

isjusttoocockyformyliking.

Him:"wemeetagain.Twodaysinarow"

Itakehisstonyandmentorsaswell.

Me:"cashorcard?"

Him:"aren'tyougonnaaskifIneedplasticVuyelwa

?"

Me:"Iamnotyourfriend"

Him:"rudetoacustomer.Idon'tthinkthemanger

wouldbepleasedtohearthis"

Me:"whatareyiutryingtodo?"

Hesmirked.

Him:"Nothing.Ineedyourmanager"

Me:"whatdidIdo?"



Him:"youarebeingrude"

Me:"what?!"

"Whatisgoingonhere?"

Him:"Sheneedsafriendlyapproachtoher

customers.Idon'tlikehowrudeshewastome."

Me:"Iwasn't!"

MrNaidoo:"Vuyelwa"

Me:"Iwasn't.Heislying!!"

Him:"I,SiphesihleZiqubuwouldjustlieabout

such?Idemandtheownerofthisbranchthis

minute.Doyouknowmyfather?"

Me:"YeyibabaIdon'tFuckencareifyourfatheris

fatherChristmashimself"

MrNaidoo:"Vuyelwa"

Him:"myfatherwouldstopsupplyingwhiskyto

yourliquorstoreifhehearsthis"

MeNaidoo:"noneedforthat.Vuyelwayouarefired.

"



Me:"what?!"

MrNaidoo:"youarefired."

Igavetheguyadeathstare.Itookthe2Lstone

andshookitbeforeopeningitanditpoppedonhim.

Iwoulditonhim.Peoplegasped.

Me:"thatwillteachyou,Iwillgetyou"

Iwalkedofftothelockerroomtotakemybag.What

now?DoesheknowhowmuchIsweatedforthat

job?Iwalkedoutafterandmyangerstarted

subsidingasIgotoutoftheshoppingcenter.Iwas

nowworriedandinthevergeoftears.Itookoutmy

phoneandcalledmybrother.Itrangafewtimes

andheanswered.

Sakhile:"Dade"

Me:"Iamfired."

Sakhile:"why?"

Me:"someguywasirritatingmeandhegotme

fired."

Sakhile:"givemehisnameandIwillsorthimout

once"



Me:"Idon'tknowhisname."

Isniffed.

Me:"waitit's..."

"Youreallymessedupmyexpensivewatch"

Ihungupandturnedtoslaphim.Heheldmyhands.

Him:"heyhey,what'sthatfor?"

Me:"youarestillaskingnjandini(youdog)"

Him:"(smirking)Ididn'tknowIcouldbark)"

Me:"leavemyhandsalone"

Him:"lookIwasjokinginthere"

Me:"jokingthatcostedmemyjob?Youarereally

fuckedupthen"

Him:"ok,calmdown.Iamsorrynehuthini

ngalokho?(whatdoyousayaboutthat?)"

Ne:"ngisuthausorrymina.InganeYamiuzodla

usorrywakhomawubheka.?(amIgonnabefedby

sorry?Ismychildgonnaeatyoursorry)"

Him:"waitletmespeak"



Me:"ucabangaukuthiuzongifikisamina.Ngowase

kasiminamfanamingizokufikisacheeseboy(you

thinkthatyoucandothattome?Iamfromthe

hoodzIwillshowyouwhatIammadeoffcheese

boy)"

Heletgoofmyhandsandlaughed.

Him:"owasekasibaniothengicheeseboy(youare

fromthehood,WhosaidIamacheeseboy?)"

Me:"nx"

Iturnedtowalkoffbutheheldmyarm.

Him:"IamsorryImeanit.Iseethiswasn'tajoke"

Me:"definitely"

Him:"okIsee"

Iwasstillangry

.

.

Tobecontinued
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INSERT5

★VUYELWA★

Sihle:"Stophittingme"

Me:"Iwon'tstop"

HekeptonduckingasIthrewmyshoesathimand

helaughed.That'swhatpissesmeoff.Hecomes

andscoopsmeupandputsmeoverhisshoulder.

Me:"Getmedown.!!"

Sihle:"Iwillfixeverythingifyoustophittingmeand

calmdown"

Me:"mybrotherwillkillyou"

Sihle:"CalmdownVee,mmmhNicebutt"

Me:"Tsek"

Helaughedandpatteditwalkingoff.

Me:"that'sbeingsexual"



Sihle:"it'snot"

Me:"Iwillarrestyou"

Hewentbythecarsandhekeptonmovingandhe

placedmeontheseats.

Sihle:"Stayput"

Heclosedthedoorandwenttotheothersideand

gotin.Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.Ifoldedmy

arms.

Sihle:"So,Youmentionedadaughter"

Me:"andthatisyourbusinesshow?"

Sihle:"iammakingsmalltalk"

Me:"Ican'thavesmalltalkswithyouwhenyou

havecostedmemyjob!"

Sihle:"StopshoutingkeVuyelwangilahnexttoyou

(Iamherenexttoyou)"

Iclickedmytongue.

Sihle:"ok,Iwillkeepquiet"

HekeepsquietandsodoI.Ilookoutsidethe



windowtryingtocalmdownandnotstranglehis

neckwhileheisdriving.Myphoneringsandit's

Sakhile.Ianswer.

Me:"Mfo"

Sakhile:"Youhunguponme"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Sakhile:"What'swrong.Youtoldmeaboutbeing

fired"

Me:"Yes.It'sthisguy....Sihle"

Ihekdmyphone.

Me:"what'syourfullname?"

Sihle:"youwanttoseempeopleforme"

Me:"Iwon'tbegyouforyourfullname"

Sihle:"youaretoofiesty"

Me:"nx"

Sihke:"Siphesihle"

Me:"yeahIt'sSiphesihle"

Sakhile:"heiswithyou??"



Me:"yeah"

Sakhile:"whatifhestealsyou."

Me:"Oh,Ididn'tthinkofhimstealingme"

Sihlesnatchesmyphone.

Me:"Dude!"

Sihle:"iamnotastealer.Sheistoomuchofa

headache."

Hefrownedafterandlookedatme.Iwonderwhat

sakhileissaying.

Sihke:"Foza"

Hehungup.

Me:"whatdidhesay?"

Sihle:"stuff"

Hekeptquietafter.Ididthesamethedrive

commencedandIwasbusyonmyphoneandwe

reachedaquietneighbourhood.Aplacewayover

thetopformyself.EvenmyformermanagerMr

Naidoo.Kuhlalaabadlaizambanelikapondolah.

(Wealthypeopleleavehere)



Me:"soyouareshowingoffwhereyougotthat

rottenpersonality"

Sihle:"No."

Me:"mmmh"

Therewassilenceagain.Wegottowhereheis

goingandhehoppedout.Iwatchedhimgoaround

andcametomyside.

Me:"Soyouaresellingmeoff"

Sihle:"Iwouldn'tnowcome"

Igotoffwithhimandheclosedthedoor.Ifollowed

afterhimlikeafoollostsomewhere.Wegotinside

andtherewasawomanonthestaircasefixinga

picture.Ilookedaroundandit'sbeautiful.Simple

coloured,calmbutverywellblendedaswell.

Sihle:"mom"

"OhmyGodyouarehere.Ithoughtyoudeserted

me"

Ikeptonlookingaround.

"Whoisthelady?"



Sihle:"Vee"

Iturnedtohim.Iwasflabbergastedandshockedas

well.

"Wellshelookslikeshejustsawaghost"

Me:"uhmwow.Sohonouredtobeinyourpresents.

Istalkyou,Imeanlookuptoyou"

Shegiggled.

Kamo:"Iamflattered.Vee"

Me:"it'sVuyelwaMrsZiqubu,wowsounluckyto

haveasonlokehim."

Sihle:"please.Iamluckytohaveamotherlikehim.

"

Kamo:"iamnotoutandaboutsoowdoyouknow

me?"

Me:"OhIwasontheinternetandyourhusband's

pictureappearedonanArticlewithhisbrothersI

thinkandIgotyouthereaswellbeingpartofthe

story.Iamsorryforyourlosses.Iknowitwas

yearsagobutIamsorry."



Sheslightlysmiled.

Kamo:"welive,letmegogetsomesnacks."

Sihle:"Ibroughtanassistantfiryou"

Kamo:"Idon'tneedone"

Me:"hegotmefired"

Kamo:"Siphesihle!"

Sihle:"Iamsorrykemom.Iwasjoking"

Kamo:"it'sneverajoke!"

Sihle:"Iamsorry."

Kamo:"sitdown"

Webothsitdown.Wowit'ssowonderfultobein

herpresence.Sheoozesadelightingaura.Iloveit.

Iwastouchinghercoucheslikeafool.

Sihle:"stopbeingjumpy"

Me:"mxm"

.

.



.

★ALWANDE★

Wewereinsidehiscar,softmusicwasplaying.He

laidtheseatdownandlaidhissononhischestand

Ijustlookedoutifthewindow.

"Youseembored"

Me:"Iwanttogohome."

Mpande:"couldyouatleastlookatme?"

Irolledmyeyesandthenlookedathim.

Mpande:"ngikhawathile,NgobakakhuluLwande,

Ngiyaziandngifunaukuxolisangalokho(Ihurtyou

alotLwande,IknowandIwanttoapologiseabout

that)"

Me:"sengidlulilelaphomina(Iampastthat)"

Mpande:"Sigrand?(Wearecool?)"

Me:"yeah.Sirite(weareok)"

Mpande:"okthen"



Hisphoneringsandheanswerstakingitoutofhis

pocket.

Mpande:"Nele"

Helistenedattentively.

Mpande:"Ilastsawhimyesterday.,Ok"

Hehungup.

Mpande:"sorryaboutthat"

Me:"it'sfine"

Ilookedoutthewindow.

Mpande:"youcan'tevenlookmeintheeyes"

Ikeptquiet,Icouldfeelalumpforminginmythroat.

Mpande:"Lwande"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.Ishookmyhead.

Mpande:"Iamsorry"

Me:"pleasejustdon'tsayanything"

Mpande:"Alwandetalktome"

HetouchedmyarmandIwipedmytears.Iturned



tolookathim.

Me:"canIhavehimback?Ihavetogo"

Mpande:"sisakhulumaAlwande(wearestill

talkingAlwande)"

Me:"youcametoseethechild,nottalktome"

Mpande:"Iknowyouaremad"

Me:"IamnotmadMpande,(crying)Iamhurt.By

you,youusedmeandhurtmesomuch"

Mpande:"Iamsorry"

Me:"pleasestopsayingsorry"

Hekeepsquiet.Iwipemytears.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Iwasdonegettingreadytoleaveandpackedsome

ifmystuffandsomeIleft.Iclosedmybagand



Khonawaslookingatme.Hejustcameback.It's

weirdhowcloseIamtohimthanMpande.Mpande

andSihlebehavethesameattimesandNduisjust

onhisownuniqueself.Verydifferentfromus.

ManqobalivesoverseasteachingEnglishinIndia.

Helovesteachingverymuch.

Khona:"travelsafe.Iwillseeyouin3daysifnot4.

Me:"sure"

Khona:"don'tgetintotrouble"

Me:"Iamolderthan.You.Come"thegotoffmy

bedandwewalkedout,downthestaircameand

momwaswaitingforme.

Mom:"whyareyouleavingearly?"

Me:"mom"

Mom:"ok.Comehug"

Wesharedahug.

Mom:"youtakecareofyourself".

Me:"Iwill"

Mom:"nofunnybusiness"



Shesmiled.Ilookedather.

Me:"nothing"

Mom:"come"

Wewalkedoutofthehousetomycar

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Wearesittingdowninsilence.Iamstilllooking

aroundandMrsZiqubuhasbeengoneforsolong.

Sihle:"sowhatlosswereyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"ohyouruncleandauit'stragicshameVery"

Sihle:"uncleandaunty?Istillhavethem"

Me:"haibowena.Ai...."

"Eyobro,youcanback"

Weturnourheads.Isutacoincidencethisguy

looksjustlikewhoIthinkitisormaybehe

resurfacedfromdeathandnowtheyarehidinghim.



Him:"uhmhi"

Hefrowned.

Me:"hi"

Sihle:"thisismybrotherMpendulobutwecallhim

Ndu,thisisVuyelwabutIcallherVee"

Ndu:"girlfriend?"

Me:"noway"

Hechuckled.Ndu:"nicetomeetyouthoughit

seemslikeyouaremurderingme"

Me:"no,Iamsorry"

Kamo:"herearesnacks.Thisistoomuch"

Sheoutitdown.

Me:"thankyou"

Sihle:"somomhelpmehelpVuyelwa"

Kamo:"well.Shecanbesomething"

Sihle:"anything"

Haiboloh.Butreallyanything.



Kamo:"whathecandoisbeyourfather's

assistanceassistant"

Sihle:"isthatathing?"

Kamo:"youwantsomething"

Sihle:"ok"

Kamo:"iwilltalktohim"

Ndu:"doyouractionnottalking.Actionsspeak

louderthanwords"

Kamo:"Iwilldisownyou"

Welaughed.

Wedranksomejuice.SheisfunIguess.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Thesmellwasgettingtoostrongthanmydirty

smell.Itookmyshoalandthingswerecoming



frombetweenmythighs.IwipedwithitandI

foldeditinmyhand.Icarriedonwalkingandstood

atanothertrafficlight.Istoodtherebythetraffic

lightstillaskingtillIhadenough.Mystomachwas

grumbling.ItooktheplasticbottlesandIwalkedoff.

IwenttoacentralparkandIfoundatapandfilledin

thewaterbottles.Iwalkedawayafterthat.Ikept

onpouringwateronmywholebodyjusttocooloff

fromthesun.Idranksomejusttokeepongoing

andhavesomethinginmystomach.Icrossedthe

roadpouringwateronmyfacewhenIheardacar

horn.Iwipedmyfaceandthecarstoppedatthe

middleoftheroadandthedrivergotout.Iwas

scaredherubbedhisnoseacoupleoftimes.

"Whatthehellareyoudoinginthemiddleofthe

street!!?"

Tearsweldedinmyeyes.

Him:"Iamtalking"

Imovedbackwardsandothercarswerehonking

justbecauseofthestoppedcarsidingcommotion.

Mythroatwasdry.Herubbedhisnose.Ilookedat



hisandandarms.OneslapandIwoulddiefrom

that.

Me:"I...Iamso"

Hewasstillfrowning.MyeyesflappedbackandI

fainted.Itwaslightsoutforme.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

IopenedmyeyesandIwasinanambulance.It

wasn'tmovingbythelooks.Theparamedicswere

wearingmasksovertheirnoseandmouth.One



woreglovesandlookedatme.

"SheisawakeSerge"

Ilookedattheotheroneandheworeglovesandhe

tookoutatorchandblindedmyeyeswithit.He

turneditoff.

Him:"Howareyoufeeling?"

Nauseatedanddehydratedaswell.

Me:"Ok"

Mystomachgrumbled.

Him:"hungryaren'twe?"

Ikeptquiet.Theotherparamediclookedatme.

Paramedic:"Iwillbeback"

Hejumpedofftheambulance.Ilookedaround.

Him:"Sowhat'syourstory?"

Me:"About?"

Him:"Beingonthestreetsandfainting."

Ikeptquiet.



Him:"Areyousexuallyactive?"

Iswallowed.

Me:"i..."

Hetakessomethingelseaswell.

Him:"Iwillwait"

Me:"it'ssensitive"

Him:"Oh,Isee.Weneedtogetyouatthehospital

butfornowIneedtotakeanHIVtest"

Inodded.Hetookmydirtyfingerandtookouta

wipeandwipeditbeforeheprickedmyfingerand

squeezedit.Iclosedmyeyes.

Him:"done"

Iopenedthemandlookedaround.

Him:"wewillwaitabit."

Inodded.Theotherparamediccamebackandthey

startedtalkingamoungstthemselves.Ineedtogo

outthereandseeksomethingfortheday.

Paramedic:"youareclear,IthinkyouMighthave



aninfection.Iwillgiveyouthesepills.Drinkthem

asmuchaspossible"

Me:"canIleave?"

Paramedic:"yesyoumay"

Inoddedandgotoffthebed.

Me:"Thankyou,Godbless"

Paramedic:"Youtoo"

Ijustsmiledandgotoutoftheambulanceand

peoplecarriedonwiththeirlives.Icrouchedand

tookthecupfromthefloorandwalkedoffthe

streetsinbeggingforsomething.Todaywasn'tmy

bestofluck.Igottiredofstandingaftersometime

andIwenttositdown.Bythepavement.People

goinghomewererushingdownthestreet.The

darknesswillcreepinandallmyfearsaswell.I

sighedjustlookingatpeoplegoinghome,their

homeswherethereiswarmthbutshelterthemost.

Feelingsafeaswell.Tearsjuststreameddownmy

cheeksandIlookeddown.

"Youaredone"



Iturnedaroundandstoodupsteppingback.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Guy:"Justdon'tstandinthemiddleoftheroad

again."

Me:"Iwon't"

Him:"sitdown"

Isatdownandheplacedaplasticnexttome.He

puthishandsbehindhisbackandlookeddownat

me.Thesamehasn'tgonebutit'sabitbetterthan

howitusuallyis,especiallydownthere.Maybe

thereissomethingthoseparamedicsdid.

Him:"Takeit.Ididn'tspendmymoneyjustforyou

tolookatthat"

Me:"oh"

Islowlytooktheplastic.Itwaswarmonmyfingers.

Iranmyfingersongheplasticthenremoveditand

slowlyopenedthewhitecontainerandopenedit.

MystomachgrumbledmoreandIdidn'twastetime

inhavingmydirtyhandsonthiswarmmeal.Itfelt

likeithasbeenforever,ithasbeen.Threeyears



havinganactualgoodmeal.

"It'sbeenlonghuh?"

Istoppedandwipedmymouthwithmyarm.I

lookeddown.

Him:"whereishome?"

Iateslowlythistime.

Me:"Idon'thaveahome"

It'strue.SincemyparentsdiedIdon'thaveaplace

Icouldcallhome.

Him:"howcome?Everyonehasone"

Me:"wellthem"

Ikeptoneating.

Him:"WellIdon'tthinkso"

Herubbedhisnoseonce.

Me:"wecan'tallhavethesamethings.Wecan'tall

gothroughthesameroutesofjoyandpain.It's

differentthingsthrougheveryone."

Therewassilence.Peoplestillpassedbyand



looked.

Him:"what'syourname?"

Me:"NtokomaloMavundla"

Him:"yournamesaystheoppositeofwhatyouare

living."

Thatstrue.

Me:"sesiyohlalaenkosininasethembeni(Weshall

sticktotheLordandhavehope)"

Heissilent.

Him:"it'sgettinglate"

Iamstilleating.Helooksathiswatch.

Him:"Itsnotsafeatthistime"

Inodded.

Me:"Thankyouforthe...thefood.Godblessyou"

HeLookedatme.

Him:"uhmthanks ."

Hetookouthisphoneandmadeacall.



.

.

★VUYELWA★

Iamrunninglatewhilegoinghome.Sihledropped

meoffandIrushedinside.Myparentsweren'there

andSthawasalone.

Me:"ohmyGodbaby"

Iwenttoherandhuggedher.

Me:"areyouok?"

Shesmilednodding.Thefearthatsomeonecould

havecameinandstoleherorrapeher."

Me:"iwouldneverbecarelesslikethat.Mommyis

sorry"

Stha:"Mommy"

Shehuggedmeback.Myheartwasbeatingvery

fast.OhgodhowcouldIdothatknowingthekind

ofparentsIhave.



.

.

★MPANDE★

Sihle:"SohowwasspendingthedaywithAlwande

andTheLittleninjago?"

Me:"good(sigh)sheishurtman"

Sihle:"sheisyoung.Shewillmoveasyouhaveas

well"

Me:"eishyah"

Sihle:"bengathilentwanaikunikainkinga?(I

thoughtshegaveyouproblems)"

Me:"inseeingmychild"

Henoddedandcametositonthecouch.

Sihle:"Weshouldbeonmissions."

Me:"yeahneh,takemylaptop."

Sihle:"nazoke(therewego)"

Hegoesandtakesit.Hegivesittome.



Sihle:"DoLomfanalohowayengihluphaesgere(do

thatboythatusedtobothermeatschool)"

Me:"ohyes.Iheardhemadeitbig"

Sihle:"big"

Me:"inhowmanyhours?"

Sihle:"cleanhisaccountslowly.Makeitaweekso

itwon'tbesuspicious"

Me:"Iamboredanywaysowhynot"

Sihle:"sodlaimali(wearegonnaeatsomemoney

)"

Ishookmyheadandstartedthework.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iclosedmyeyesstandingstillandnotmovingone

bit.ThewaterwascoldbutIaskedforthisonmy



own.

Him:"areyousureyouarestillok?"

Inodded.Hedidn'tswitchoffthehosepipe.Ileft

withhim.Nohetookmefromthestreetsandwe

areatsometownshipathisbackyard.Iamnaked,

holdingmybreastsandsomeofmyselftogether.

Me:"usungama(youcanstop)"

HeturnsoffthewaterandItakethesoapandre

applyitagain.It'sthefifthtimeIamdoingso.I

finishapplyingitonmybodyandIclosemyeyes.I

takeascrubandscrubmyselfroughlyoncemore

andit'slikemyskinisgonnapeel

Me:"Iamdone"

Hetakesthescrubfrommyhandsandgoestomy

back.It'ssorebutIsoldieron,thismightbemylast

bathinages.

Me:"ouch"

Him:"shouldIstop?"

Me:"no"



Hecarrieson.Hestopsandopensthewateragain

andrunsitonmyback.Ishiverabitthroughthe

touchofthewateronmyskin.

Him:"tellmethelifeonthestreet."

Iwassilentabit.

Me:"it'stough,verytoughforagirllikeme.There

areoptionsofsurvivingandallofthemare

tormenting.Prostitutioncanbeoneofthembutit

doesn'thelpbecausenothinggetsbetter.It'sthe

same"

Him:"haveyoutriedit?"

Me:"no"

Him:"Howdidyousurvive?"

Me:"graceIcouldsay.Ididn'thaveiteasy"

Hewasquiet.Ithinkthesoapisoffnowbutstillthe

waterandhishandrunsonmybareback.

Him:"howmanyyearshaveyoulivedthere?"

Me:"3years"

Him:"admirable"



Me:"huh?"

Him:"youarestrong"

Me:"outsideyetsomanythingstoglueinside"

Him:"theycanbeglued?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Heswitchedoffthewater.HethenwalkedoffandI

wasstandingoverapuddle.Hecamewithatowel

andwrpaeditaroundme.

Him:"legsgoinside."

Me:"noonehasbeenthisnice"

Him:"Iamnotnice.Ijustwouldn'tlikemysisterto

gothroughwhatyouwentthrough"

Me:"Isee"

Him:"come"

Wewalkedtowardshishouse.Iwipedmyfeet

beforeentering.Itwasn'thomeybutyoucansee

thatamanlivesherebythelackofthings.Notvat

all.Nocoffeetableaswell.Ifollowedhimashe

leadtheway



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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[TWODAYSLATER]

★SIPHEPHELO★

Daisy:"ChomiChomi"

Me:"Woahwait.BarmanCelaenyeivodka

tuuu(Wait,BarmancanIhaveanothervodka)"

Daisy:"Yourmanjustentered"

Ialmostdroppedthebottles.Iputthemonthe



counter.Themusicwaspumpingthroughthe

wholeclubloudandclear.

Me:"shit!IsaidIamgoinghome.Hecan'tseeme

here"

Daisy:"hehasn'tlooked.Rushtothebathrooms"

Itookmyclutchandleftherthereandrushedtothe

bathrooms.AssoonasIgotinIclosedthelatrine

andsatdownonthetoiletseat.Ibreathedinand

out.ItookoutmyphoneandmessagedDaisy.She

saidshecouldn'tseehimanymore.Shit,Iwillshit

onmyselftodayIknow.Amessagecameinand

it'sfromhim.

"Kumnandiekhaya?(Isitgreatathome?)"

HowamIgonnareply?Okjustactcalmandreply.

Me:"It'sgreat"

Ibitemybottomlipanxious.

"Ngiyakuthandaneh?(Iloveyou)"

Ireplied.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Ibreathedout.Ineedtofindanexitfast.Iflushed

thetoiletandgotoffitandwalkedout.Istopped

mytracksasIwatchedhimleanagainstthewall

playingwithhisphoneinhishand.Iwantedtogo

backinsidethetoilet.

"Uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)"

Me:"Ngiphisweukucama(Iwanttopee)"

Hechuckledandsteppedclosermovingfromthe

wall.Isteppedback.

Him:"ubalekelani?(Whyareyourunningaway?)"

Me:"angazi(Idon'tknow)"

Hechuckled.

Him:"awucavi?(Youdon'tknow?)"

HekeptoncomingforthtillIwasonthewall.

Wherearewomenhere?Peoplealwaysneedthe

bathroominclubs.

Me:"Sakhile"

Iputmyhandsonhischeststoppinghim.He

scansmeupanddown.



Sakhile:"thatskirtisshort"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Heholdsmychinwithhisonehandandhekisses

mylips.Mynervessubsideabitsoasthefear.He

heldmybonywaistandIplacedmyhandsonhis

neck.Hebrokethekiss.

Sakhile:"Usuqambaamangamanje(youlienow

?)"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hepickedmeup.Whyarepeoplenotwalkingin?I

lookedatthedoor.

Sakhile:"noonewillcomein."

Me:"oh"

Hekissesmyneck.

Me:"weareinapublicspace."

Sakhile:"yourbrothersarehere"

Me:"Eish"

SakhileandIaredatinginsecrete.Heisjust



friendswithmybrothersespeciallyLunele.He

knowspeopleandthat'showIknewSakhile.

Me:"Iwillleavewithyou"

Sakhile:"ok"

Wesharedakissbeforeheputmedown.Ipulled

myskirtdownandfixedmyself.

Sakhile:"youarenevercomingoutofthehouse

withoutmeinaskirtlikethat"

Me:"youdon'thavetobeinsecure"

Sakhile:"mmmh"

Igotdoneandhehuggedmefrombehind.

Sakhile:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Sakhile:"don'tlieeveragain.Ngizokubamba(Iwill

catchyou)"

Me:"IwantedgirltimewithDaisy"

Heshookhisheadandkissedmycheek.We

walkedoutafterthat.



.

.

★LUNELE★

Ndu:"youkeeponcheckingyourwatchsincewe

camehere"

Me:"Ijustneedtobehomeearly"

Sihle:"uringisakweoutieeneVroenje(youare

talkinglikesomeonewhohasawife)"

Me:"Hayinix(nothing)"

Idrankmybeerdown.

Me:"Iamgoing"

Mpande:"Yourtwinisnotherethat'swhyyouare

leavingearly"

Me:"eyiIhadalongday.Ineedpeace"

Istoodup.

Me:"izohlanganaamehlomajita(seeyou)"

Ndu:"mxm.Hambavele(leave)"



Me:"uzotholasengikhiphaamadiloziakho(you

willkeepquietwhenItalkaboutyourlaundry)"

Hedid.Theguyslaughed.

Me:"sharp"

Them:"sharp"

Iwalkedoutoftheclubandwenttomycar.Ididn't

drinkmuch.Justonebottle.Igotinanddroveoff.

Icheckthetimeandit's21h00.Veryearlytimefor

metogohomeat.IscratchmyheadwhileIam

driving.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Celiwe:"Canyouhelpme?"

Isitdownnexttoher.

Me:"whatisit?"



Celiwe:"Accounting"

Me:"Iamnotgoodwithnumbers"

Shenodded.

Gogo:"lalaninisiyeke(sleepandleaveusalone)"

Celiwesighs.

Me:"ok"

IstandupandCeliwepacksherbag.

Me:"areyouok?"

Celiwe:"yeah.Umgogodlonje(it'smyback)"

Me:"askies(sorry)"

Celiwe:"it'sfine"

Me:"ok"

Iputthedishesinthewashingbasinandcoveredit.

Wepackedupbeforewewenttosleep.

.

.

★CELIWE★



Ican'tclosemyeyes.Everyoneisasleeppeacefully

,whenItryIgettheimagealloveragainandit

scaredme.Itryclosingthemonceanditslowly

creepsin.

---------

Him:"yourmathematicsmarksaredroppingyet"

Me:"ohsir"

Iplayedwithmyfingers.Heleanedonhisdesk.

Him:"youcaneitherdroptomathsliteracyor..."

Hestoodupstraight.

Him:"wecannegotiatesomething"

Me:"Mathsliteracyisnotbad.Iwilltakeit"

Hewalkedaroundtheclass.

Him:"butPuremathematicsopensgreater

opportunities.Jobaswell"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"whatshouldIdosir?I..don'tknowhowwillI



pullupanymore"

Hesmirked.

Him:"Ihaveaneasyoption,don'tbescared.This

isbetweenus"

--------

Iopenedmyeyesandgaspedforair.My

grandmother'ssnoringisveryloudthatitcould

shakethewholeplace.Iputmyhandonmy

stomachandtearsrundownmycheeks.Isniff

tryingtowipethembuttheyoverflow.

.

.

★KHONA★

Knockknock!

Iturnedtothesideandshewalkedin.Shesmiled

abitandfoldedhertwinproperlyandshesatonthe

bedslowly.

Ndalo:"Iworryaboutyou"



Me:"mah?"

Shesmiles.

Ndalo:"yourmotherisworried."

Me:"mxm"

Ndalo:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"shefuckenirritatesme.JustIdon'tknowbut

shedoes.It'sunfortunatesheIsmymother"

Shefaintlysmiled.

Ndalo:"youshouldknowwhyyoudon'tlikeher"

Me:"Ijustdon't.Pleasedon'tforcemeto"

Ndalo:"attheendofthedaysheisyourmother"

Me:"mmmh"

Shestoodup.

Ndalo:"goodnight"

Me:"goodnight"

Shewalkedout.Nx,wantingmetobondwithmy

mother.Shehasisolatedmeallmylifeandnow

shewantsmetosuckup?Hellno.!



Me:"shemustbemad.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Thecrackofthedooropenedandlittlelightshown.

Iopenedmyoneeyeslowlyandlookedathim.It's

creepythatialwayswakeuponthebed.Hewalks

insideandIclosemyeyesandhecrouchedInfront

ofmeandheliftsmeupfromthefloorwiththe

blanketsandplacesmeonthebedandthen

brushesmyhair.

Lunele:"Muhle(sheisbeautiful)"

Hechuckledonhisown.

Lunele:"youjustneededabaththat'sall"

Iguessheisspeakingtohimself.Hestopped

brushingmyhair.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo,mmh"



HesaysdifferentthingsthesedaysEverytime.I

can'tsleepcomfortablyasIalwayshearany

movementhappening.Istillhavemyeyesclosed.

Ihearhimgrabachairandsitsnexttothebedside.

It'sweird.Ihearhimsniff.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★ALWANDE★

Aloudbangonthedoorwokeusup.Isatupsoas

GuguandCeliwe.

Gogo:"Kwenzenjanimanje?(What'sgoingonnow



?)"

Shegotoffthebed.Gugucalmeddownhercrying

baby.Gogoopenedthedoorandwepeaked.

"Themunicipalityishereabouttheland.Theywant

toremoveus"

Gogo:"theycan'tdothat.Wehavelivedherefor

years"

"eish"

Gogo:"'Gqokani.(Getdressed)"

WegetdressedandItakemychildandwraphimin

ablanketandthelittleonesfollowaswellaswe

walkout.Gugupullshergowntogetherwhile

holdingherbaby.Wefollowgogowheresheis

growingandthereisacrowdofpeoplegathered

together,shoutingthattheyarenotgoing

anywhere.

"Macomradeamahle(ourfellowcomrades)"

Idon'tknowthatmanbutheseemslikesomeone

important.Acouncilmaybe.

"weboughtthisplaceanditbelongedtothe



municipality.Wehaveto....."

Man:"Ayiayofokof!!"

Peoplestarttothrowstonesandarefighting

towardsthesepeople.

Me:"Let'sgetoutofhere."

Celiwe:"Come"

Weholdthekidshandsandrunbacktotheshack.

Gugu:"Whatarewegonnado?"

Celiwe:"theycan'tpossiblyremoveus"

Me:"heboughttheplace."

Isigh.

Gugu:"thisunfair.Wegrewuphere"

Celiwe:"true."

Me:"pleaseholdhim.Iwillmakeporridge"

CeliwetakesmychildandIstartmakingporridge.I

hopewedon'tmovebutwhere?

.



.

.

★VUYELWA★

WellIamnotanassistancetoanassistantbutI

cookattimesattheZiqubuhome.Ihaven't

crossedpathswithMrZiqubuandIdon'twishtoat

thismoment.Heisoneveryintimidatingman.Mrs

Ziqubuandhersonwenttovisithermother.Ididn't

domuch.Ionlycookwhensheistiredwhichis

goodandalsothepayisbetterthanwhatIgotfrom

mypreviousjob.Ireallyappreciatethissimplejob,

beingrichyouhaveunecessarypeopletoworkfor

youbutonthispointSihledidgetmefired.Iam

earlytodayandbreakfastIsalreadydoneand

dustedIknow.Nosignofanyoneasyet.

"Goodmorning"

Ispoketoosoon.

Me:"Morning"

Ican'tgetoverthefactthatNdulookslikeAiza



Biyase.

Ndu:"DidIeverdosomethingtoyou?"

Mw:"like?"

Ndu:"Idon'tknow.Youlookatmelikesomesort

ofsomething"

Me:"Noit'sjustyoulooklikesomeone"

Ndu:"who?"

Heheldhisheadandwenttogetsomewater.

Me:"youruncle"

Ndu:"youknowmyfamilymembers?"

Me:"onlythosemadeknown"

Ndu:"wellIdon't"

Hedrinkshiswater.Sihlewalksinthekitchen.

Sihle:"AhVeehelpme"

Me:"Ididn'tsaydrink"

Ndu:"y'alllookcute"

Me:"don'teven"



Sihle:"Ilookcute"

Me:"yourbrotheriscocky.Breakfast?"

Ndu:"Iwillswallowcerealtoday"

Me:"Sure"

.

.

.

★THABISILE★

Me:"baby"

Heopenedhiseyesslowly.

Me:"Ihavebeenthinking"

Siyanda:"off?"

Me:"buyingKhonaanapartmentorcar"

Siyanda:"heshouldworkforit"

Me:"wearepushinghimaway"

Siyanda:"Wearenot.Weareteachinghimhowto



workforhisthings"

Me:"baby"

Siyanda:"NoThabisile"

Ikeptquietandsodidhe.

Me:"areyougonnatellhimaboutSizabeinghis

mother?"

Siyanda:"no.Youarehismother"

Ijustnoddedandkissedhischeek.

Me:"restawhile"

Heclosedhiseyes.Isighedandlookedathim.I

amhappythatheisallminealone.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwokeup,satuponthebedandjuststaredinto

space.Ican'tstayhereforever,whatshouldIdo.I



needtofindsomethingsoIcansurviveandleavein

peacebutwhat?Reallywithwhat?IsighasIthink

justwhenIhaveasteptodoingsomethingbetterit

willallleadmetosquareone.Thechairismoved

toitsoriginalplace.Ifellasleepwhilehearinghim

babbleaboutthings.Ilaughonmyownandthe

dooropensandIturntoitandheisleaningonitall

dressedupwatchingme.Ipulledthecoversto

myself.

Lunele:"Goodmorning"

Me:"Morning"

Lunele:"Howdidyousleep?"

Ne:"wellthankyou"

Henodded.

Lunele:"mybrotheriscomingbacktoday"

Oh.

Me:"Oh"

SothismeansIamleaving.Igotoffthebed.

Lunele:"whereareyougoing?"



Me:"I...I"

Lunele:"Sitdown"

Iobeyedandsaydownandhecameandcrouched

infrontofme.

Lunele:"Weneedtogetalotofyourthingsstraight.

Documentationbeingoneofthem

Inodded.

Lunele:"youwon'tjustsitherealldayanddo

nothing."

Ne:"Iunderstand."

Lunele:"IwilltakeyoutohomeaffairswhenIcome

back"

Me:"Thankyou,Godbless"

Lunele:"Iamstillbreathingsothat'sblessing

enough"

Inodded.

Lunele:"Don'tdoanythingIwouldn'tdowhileIam

away"



Me:"Iwon't"

Lunele:"good"

Heisintimidatingme.Heturnedandwalkedoutof

theroomclosingthedoor.Ibreathedoutthere

after.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★VUYELWA★

TheyfinishedeatingandSihlewentofftosleep

againafterdrinkingpainkillers.Ndujustdrank

waterafterwaterbottleandwenttositatthelounge.



Ipackedupandcleanedthedishesandwenttothe

loungeaswell.

Me:"isMrsZiqubuhome?"

Ndu:"No,Theybothwentsomewhere.Theywon't

becomingbacktoday"

Me:"ohok"

Ndu:"don'tcook.Ithinkiamleavingaswell"

Me:"Partyingagain?"

Ndu:"No,Myplace"

Me:"Mmmh"

Ndu:"ComesitdownandtellmewhoVeeis"

Me:"It'sVuyelwa"

Ndu:"Iknow.It'stoolongformytongue"

Isquintedmyeyes.

Me:"VuyelwaIjustVuyelwa.Iamamother"

Ndu:"Oh.Howoldisyourchild?"

Me:"4yearsold"



Henodded.

Ndu:"Boyorgirl?"

Me:"Girl"

Ndu:"Iamsureshelookslikeyou"

Me:"somepartsareme"

MyphoneranganditwasMrsZiqubu.Istoodup.

Me:"Goodmorningmam"

Megiggled.

Kamo:"OhVuyelwa.Sorrytocallyou"

Me:"it'sfine"

Kamo:"Ileftafewofmyclothesonmybedroom

bed.Iwantedyoutooutthemawayforme"

Me:"it'sok"

Kamo:"Thanks.Nduisleavingtomorrowright?"

Me:"hesaidtoday"

Kamo:"tellhimtoleavetomorrow,youcanstay

overnightaswell.Isdonttrustthem"



Me:"Ihaveadaughtertolookafter.Ican't"

Kamo:"Nduwillfetchherifthat'snotaproblem"

Me:"notatall.Thankyou"

Kamo:"wellbye"

Me:"Bye"

Shehungup.

Me:"yourmomsaidleavetomorrow"

Ndu:"Iwantedtoleavetoday.SheknowsIhave

peoplewaitingforme"

Me:"well,that'sthat"

Istoodup.

Me:"Iamscaredofenteringyourparentsroom.I

wasinstructedtoclean"

Ndu:"come.Iwillhelp"

Westoodupandwalkedupthestairstohisparents

room.It'sspaciousandIlovetheinterior.Very

differentandseductiveaswell.IlookedatNduand

helaughed.



Ndu:"what?"

Me:"it'sseductive"

Ndu:"youdon'tknowanything.Come"

Wetookherdressesonthebedandwenttohang

theminthecloset.Thisroomismybedroom,

kitchenandloungeathome.Basicallythisismy

home.Shehasalotofshoesandclothes.Soas

herhusband.It'sbeautiful.

Ndu:"Wearedone"

Me:"yesthankyou"

Henodded.IletgoofhedressonthehangerandI

hitmyarmsomewhere.

Me:"ouch!"

Somethingdropped.Itwasabox.

Ndu:"letmesee"

Igavehimmyhandandhechecked.

Ndu:"wewillputsomeice"

Inodded.



Me:"OhmygodlookwhatIhavedone"

Webothcrouched.

Ndu:"Momwon'tknowsowewillcleanitup."

Inodded.Iflippedtheboxaseverythingwas

scatteredandwestartedcollectingthings.Pictures

ofSizakeleBiyasewasinmyhands.Shewasso

beautifultodieinthewaytheysaidshedied.

Ndu:"Idon'tknowthiswoman"

Me:"thisisSizakeleBiyase."

Ndu:"don'tknowthename"

Wepackedup.

Ndu:"Weird"

Me:"What?"

Ndu:"Isthistheuncleyouweretalkingabout?"

Heshowedmeapictureofthemboth

Me:"yesthathim"

Hefrownedlookingatit.

Ndu:"Whatisthisforandwhywouldmomhidethis



?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Heputeverythingdownandstartedrummaging.

Me:"That'sprivate"

Ndu:"theywon'tknowthatwesawthis"

HesatdownandIalsodid.Wewentthrough

everything.

Me:"Ifoundaletter"

Ndu:"metoo"

"Vee,Ndu!"

Me:"Sihle"

Iwasstaringtopanic.Heenteredthecloset.

Sihle:"Isawthedooropen.What'sgoingonhere?

"

Ndu:"wehaveanunclewholookslikeme"

Me:"had,hedied"

Sihle:"what?Letmesee"



Igavehimaphoto.

Sihle:"Damn.Toomuch.Thisisyou"

Me:Iknow"

Sihle:"Manjewhywouldourparentsnottellus

aboutthisuncle"

Ndu:"wearefindingthatout."

Igavehimtheletterandhesatdown.

Sihle:"it'saddressedtomom"

Ndu:"readit"

Sihlestartstoreaditinsilenceandhiseyespopout

beforehisfaceturnspaleandhefoldsitclosed.

Ndu:"and?"

Sihle:"Ithinkweshouldtalktothefolksbeforeany

ofthis"

Ndu:"letmesee"

Hesnatchedtheletter.

Me:"youlookpale."

Heissilent.Nduissilentaswelltillhefinishes



readingtheletter.

Ndu:"waitwaitwhat?"

Sihle:"Ndudon'tdoanything"

Ndu:'Uhmvee.Tellmewhatyouknow"

Me:"about?"

Sihle:"Uhm.UncleAiza"

Iwonderwhatthelettersaid.

Me:"wellwhatIknowfromreadingisAizaBiyase

wasabusinessMOGULE'Sson.Onlychildand

marriedSizakeleBiyase."

Ndu:"Anykids?"

Me:"probably,Idon'tknow"

Henoddedandstoodupwithherletterandleft.

Me:"didIsaysomething"

Sihle:"Uhmcome"

Wepackedup.

Me:"Ineedtogetmydaughteryourmother

instructedmetostayovernight"



Sihle:"wewillgo"

Inodded.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

MymindIfogged.Idon'tknowwhattothinkof

whattosayatthismoment,Ineedanswers.Khona

needsanswersaswell.IalwaysthoughtSihlewas

mybrother,neverthoughtIlookedanydifferent

thaneveryoneherebutVuyelwapointedthatout.

Wasthisgoingtobesomethingkeptforeveror

what?Iamstillconfusedandangry.Ireadthe

letteroncemoreandit'sstates"MySons"and

Sizakele,butwhydoesKhonalooklikeUncle

Siyanda?Everythingisamess.Ineedanswers.A

knockonmydoorcameandSihlepeekedin.

Sihle:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'snotyourfault"



Sihle:"Ididn'tknow"

Hewalkedinclosingthedoor.

Sihle:"youarestillmylittlebrother"

Me:"I..."

Isighed.

Sihle:"theywillhavetoexplaineverything"

Inodded.

Sihle:"needsomething?"

Me:"answers"

Sihle:"letmejustcallafamilymeetingforyou"

Inodded.

Sihle:"Iwillgiveyouspace"

Hewalkedout.Isighed.Ilookedatitonceagain

andtookmyphone.Istartedresearching.Whydid

ourmotherleaveusifsheisourmother,where

couldshebe?Iputmyphonedownandgroaned.

.

.



.

★SIPHEPHELO★

Ihadtoleaveearly.DutycallsonCampus.Iam

doingmyhonoursdegreeinPsychology.Education

isthenumberonepriorityathomebutsomeact

shady,likeGrannyKhumalo.Sheisshaddythough

sheisveryoldbutthatwomandoesn'tstop.Sheis

justtoomuchattimes.IwaswalkingwithDaisy

aftermylecture.Shewastalkingabouttheevents

oflastnight.

Daisy:"andwhathappened?"

Me:"Ileftwithhim.Ican'tmoveproperlychomi

Yho"

Daisy:"hescaredme"

Me:"metoohey.Iamthinkingofgoinghome

today"

Daisy:"it'sbeenlong"

Me:"right,IwillaskSakhiletodropmeoff"



Shelaughed.

Sissy:"wechosethewrongclub"

Me:"tellmeaboutthat."

Ilovethatmanwithhiscalmandscaryside.Ifmy

brothersfoundoutaboutusthenIamreadytofight

forustostaytogether.Wellheisafriendsowhat

choicedotheyhave.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Luneleleft.IcleanedthebedroomIamusingvery

wellandleftthewindowsopen.Ibathedtwiceand

washedmyhairalotaswellIalsobrushedmyteeth

alotoftimesaswell.Iwantedtofeelcleanand

slowlyIwas.Ilookedatmyfeetandtheyhave

gonethroughalot.IlookatmyselfandIlooklikeI

amdyinganytime.Myboobsareslumpyaswell.I

lookedatmyarmsaswell.Itooktheclothes

LuneletookoutformeIgotdressedandput



everythingproperly.HesaidIshouldfeel

comfortableandIamtrying.

"Mosadiwadikotimarameng

Ketlalakawena,tlalakawena

Youforme,meforyou...."

Iheardsomeonesinging.

"Nele!!"

Iswallow.Iamevenscaredofgettingout.The

bedroomdooropensandacolouredguywalksin

andstopshistraxkeqndlooksatme.

Him:"ohhi"

Inodded.

Him:"UhmwhereisLunele?"

Me:"hewent...hewentout"

Heputshisbagonthebed.

Him:"ungenzekanjaniwenalah?(Howdidyouget

inhere?)"

Iwasshockedandsurprised.



Him:"ungadidwaibalasisiNgumuntuomntaka

oyellow(don'tletmyskincolourconfuseyoumy

sister.Iamablackpersonwithayellowskin)"

Hiseyesarebluethough.Yeyletmejustforgetthat.

Me:"ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Him:"UsakhonaisthenamebutbangibizauKhona

(theycallmeKhona)"

Me:"Ntokomalo"

Him:"Isawyousomewherebefore.Maybeit'smy

eyes"

Ikeptquiet.

Him:"letmecallthisboy"

HewalksoffandIamstillrootedonthesameplace.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★



idon'tevenknowwhatIambuying.Ishouldhave

calledSiphephelotoassistmeherebecauseIam

failing.Ntokomaloiswhatsizeeven?Idon'tknow.

Idon'twanttocrowdher.IheargirlsgiggleandI

ignorethat.Iamchoosingbetweenwhichshoesize.

Theinnermwwantstotakeallhereshoesfromsize

3butthenthatwouldbeawasteofmoneyifyou

cancomeandexchange..

"Hi"

Ihearsomeonesaysbehindmeandiignoreher.

Shecomesandstandsinfrontofme.

Her:"luckywoman"

ILookedather.

Me:"siyazana?(Doweknoweachother?)"

Her:"noneedtoberudehawu.Ngiyakhulumanje

(Iamtalkingnje)"

Me:"Idon'twanttotalksomove"

Sherollshereyes.

Ipushherasideandwenttothetilltopay.Sheis

afterme.



Her:"thenameisOlwethu"

Me:"awufokofekineh?(Youcan'tgoaway?)"

Sheswallowsandwalksoff.Nx.Ipaidupfor

everything.thisisthefirstandlasttimeIam

spendingsomuchmoneyonawomanwhoisnot

myfamilymember.EvenmysisterandmotherI

don'tspendthismuchbecausedadtakescareof

that.Icouldn'tleaveherbecauseofhowtheworld

is.Momalwayswhenyougiveyouwillbeblessed

.Itooktheplasticsandmyphonerang.Iwalkedout

answering.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Ndulockedhimselfinhisroomthewholeday.Sihle

gotreadyforustoleaveandweleft.Ithasbeen

silentsincetheyreadthatletter.Maybewe

shouldn'thavedoneanything.



Sihle:"wathula,akufaninawe(youaresoquiet.

That'snotlikeyou)"

Me:"Iwasjustkeepingquiet.

Sihle:"Ican'twaittoseeyourdaughter"

Me:"why?"

Sihle:"forsureshelookslikeyou"

Me:"alittle."

Henods.

Me:"doyouwork?"

Sihle:"yes"

Ilookathimandwait"

Sihle:"ngyadlalaIdon't.Iworkincompaniesallof

that.Iamselfemployed"

Me:"inwhat?"

Sihle:"foreignexchange"

Me:"mmmh"

Sihle:"wangibuzaimbuzo.Yiniufunaukubaicherri

Yami?(Youareaskingmequestions,what?.You



wanttobemygirl?)"

Me:"veleushoukuthiuyangifunangiyakubona

(justsayyouwantme,Icansee)"

Helaughed.

Sihle:"veryfunnyVee"

Hepullsmycheek.

Me:"leavemealone."

Sihle:'"youareaheadache"

Me:"samegoesforyou"

Heshakeshishead.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,05:54] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT10



★NTOKOMALO★

IwassittingwithKhona.Heisniceaswell,Just

talkativeifhewantstoo.Hemadefoodfortheboth

ofusandIthankedhim.Helpedhimoutwiththe

dishesafterandwesatattheloungeinsilence

whilehewaswatchinghisphone .Helookedat

hisphoneandcursedbeforeputtingitbackinhis

pocket.ThedooropenedandLunelewalkedin.

Khona:"Youhavebeengone"

Lunele:"Iwasdoingsomethingunusual"

Heouttwoplasticsonthecouchandtookouthis

phone.

Lunele:"Ihopehedidn'tbotheryou"

Me:"No"

Ishookmyhead.

Khona:"whatwouldIdo?"

Lunele:"thisismylittlebrother"

Inoddedandheouthisphoneaway.



Lunele:"Ibroughtclothesforyou.Ididn'tknow

yoursideso..."

Khona:"Areyouhigh?"

Lunele:"What?"

Khona:"Justknowheisnotnice"

Inodded.

Lunele:"Iamnotabadperson"

Khona:"Isee."

Lunele:"Packsomeclothes.Wearegoing"

Khona:"To?"

Lunele:"Sihlecalled.Heiscallinginafamily

meetingtomorrow.Mpenduloisnotok"

Khona:"Shame.HopeIdon'tseeDad'swife"

Lunele:"that'syourmother"

Khona:"Funny"

Hestoodupandwalkedoff.Iwasstaringatthe

wallwhiletheyweretalking.Lunelesitsnexttome.

Lunele:"youaresilent.Areyouok?"



Me:"yes"

Lunele:"Youcangotomyroomandtryonthese

clotheswhileIbringsomeinthenchoosesomeyou

aregonnatakewithwhenwego"

Me:"Iamleaving?"

Lunele:"wearegoinghomeandIcan'tleaveyou

alone"

Me:"Iunderstand"

Lunele:"youcango"

Ihesitatedandtooktheplastics.

Me:"Thankyou"

HesmiledandlaidbackonthecouchasIwentto

hisbedroomtotrytheseon.Theyarebeautiful.I

heldthedressinmyhandandIwentonmyknees

andtearsstreameddownmycheeks.Iwas

feelingoverwhelmed.Istartedprayingasthanking

Godforthis.ItmightbeanowsituationbutIthank

himforseeingmethroughinatimeofneed.Ithank

himforthat.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

Gugu:"ungalimali(don'tgethurt)"

Sheshoutsafterherkidsplaying.Wearesitting

outside.Wearetiredofgogoshoutingwejustneed

abreak.

Me:"awuzibuziukuthiumawakhouyacabanga

ngawe?(Don'tyouaskyourselfifyourmotheris

thinkingaboutyou?)"

Shebreaksthebananaandgivesittomyson.

Gugu:"ihavestopped.Intoengiyaziyoukuthi

angibalahlangaabamiabantwanangayofeba.(I

didn'tthrowmykidsawayandwenttowhore)"

Inodded.

Gugu:"khohlwaindabayabo.Nakauboy(forget

aboutthe.Lookafteryourson)"

Me:"yeah"



Therewassilence.

Me:"ksasakumelesiyolandaimali.UtheuMpande

uyifakile(tomorrowwehavetogoandgetthe

money.Mpandesaidhesentit)"

Gugu:"howmuch?"

Ne:"ididn'tcheck.Letmecheckthemessage.I

amsureanSMSishere"

ShewipesherhandsandIcheckthemessagesand

scrolleddown.Ifounditandmyeyespopped.

Me:"maybeIcan'tread"

Gugu:"letmecheck"

Igivehermyphoneandshegasps.

Gugu:"YhoYhoDade,uqinisile?(Areyousure?)"

Me:"maybeit'samistake."

IcheckedforairtimeandihadR1.Icalledhim.He

answeredgroaning,howIfounditcute...Sexy

whenhegroanedbutrightnowIamnotthere.

Mpande:"Lwande.Nigrand?(Areyougood?)"



Me:"yeah,sorryukuk'phazamisa(sorrytodisturb

you)"

Mpande:"Nokurite(noit'sok)"

Me:"didyouseehowmuchyousent?"

Mpande:"yeahIdidsee.It'ssmallreally,theDr's

appointments,changingofclothesandhimbeing

fedaswell.Thenappiesalsohisformulafor11.

Monthsit'salotmewhatIsentit'ssmall."

Me:"MpandeR1000isok.Addedwiththe

Governmentmoneyit'smorethanenough"

Mpande:"whyuholaiqolovele?(Whyaregetting

moneyfromthegovernment?)"

Me:"I..I.Angithingimncaneangisebenzimina(I

amyoungandIdon'twork)"

Mpande:"Yourparents?"

Me:"ngizalisweibona?(Didtheyimpregnateme?

)Noteveryoneisfortunateinmoneylikeyouor

parents whocanjustthrowmoneyeverywhere .I

willsendtherestback.

Ihungup.



Gugu:"whatdidhedo?"

Me:"heirritatesme"

Gugu:"letmeseethenotificationagain"

Igavethephonetoher.

Gugu:"Yhoyho.R30K.AhiMzalelezigcwaleindlu

(getpregnantforhimtillthehouseisfull)"

Me:"hayiwena"

"Azaleniwena?!Uthiazaleni?!Ungangihlanyisi

weGugu!(Whatshouldshebring?Don'tdriveme

crazyGugu!)"

Gugu:"yambonaugogowakho(youseeyour

grandmother)"

Me:"wearegoingtomorrowright?"

Gugu:"Nomakanjani(ofcause)"

Mpandeirritatesmeyazi.Hiscockyfamilyasa

wholedoes.

.

.



★VUYELWA★

Stha:"mommy"

Ihuggedher.

Me:"youcamebackearly"

Shenodded.

Me:"whereisgogo?"

Stha:"inside.Sheboughtasweetforme"

AsdrunkasmymotherandfatherarebutIlove

howtheyjusttreatmydaughterattimes.Theyare

notbad.Justdrunkens.

Me:"Ok.Come"

Wewentinside.Shewavedfromherfriends.We

gotinside.

Me:"hello"

Iwasshocked.

Mom:"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:"youarecooking"



Mom:"Ihavealwayscookedwhenyougrewup"

Me:"andsober.Whereisdad?"

Mom:"bedroomsleeping.IvomitedbadlysoIam

offalcoholabit"

Me:"that'swonderfuluhmweareleaving"

Mom:"whereto?"

Me:"work.IwillbebackwithStha"

Mom:"Sure"

Inoddedandwalkedtomybedroom.Ipackedup

forus.

Stha:"wearegoing?"

Me:"yes"

Shenodded.Iputajacketinbagandsheworeflip-

flops.Sheisbettertoday.Notthatdirtybutbetter.

Wewalkedout.

Stha:"byegogo"

Mom:"byebyeMfenekagogo(Grannie'smonkey)"

Shelaughedandwewentout.Wegotoutofthe



yardandSihlehoppedoutofthecar.

Stha:"whoisthat?"

Me:"malume"

Stha:"ZinhlehasaMalumeandherMalumeputhis

peethinginherNuna.Mommyshesaidit'ssore"

Mybodyjustfroze.

Me:"what?"

Stha:"Idon'twantaMalumemommy"

Me:"uhm..."

Sihle:"youready?"

Me:"yes,uhmyes.SthandiwethisisMalume

Sihle.IfhehurtsyoutellmommyandIwillstab

him"

Shenodded.

Sihle:"Ididn'tdoanything"

Iopenedthedoorandgotherin,Iclosedthedoor

andturnedtohim.

Me:"Iwillstabyouifeveryouhurtmydaughter"



Sihle:"sengenzenimina.Yazingizithulele(what

didIdo.Iamjustquiet)"

Iclickedmytongue.Heheldmyarm.

Sihle:"talktome,aretheyhurtingher"

Justthethoughtofsomeonehurtingmybabygirl.

Tearsstreameddownmycheeksandhehugged

me.

Sihle:"shh"

Iwipedmytears.

Me:"Iamsorryforthreateningyou"

Sihle:"someoneisdoingsomethingtoher?"

Me:"herfriend.Shejusttoldmeherfriend'suncle

israpingherfriend."

Sihle:"That'ssick."

Inodded.

Sihle:"let'sgo.Iwilldosomething"

Inodded.WegotinsideandSthawasbuckledup

andexcitedjustbyacar.Sheisusedto



Sakhile'caronly.Myphoneringsandit'shim.

Me:"Mfo"

Sakhile:"Iamcheckinguponyou"

Me:"Iamgood"

Sakhile:"ok.That'sgoodifanyonebothersyoutell

me"

Me:"youknowIalwaysdo"

Sakhile:"Iloveyouke"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hehungup.

Sihle:"awusashomeseuqomile(youdon'tsay

whenyouaredating)"

Me:"thatIwouldn'tdoanytimesoon.Menaretrash.

LearntthatfromHerfather"

Sihle:"(lookingatStha)wouldyoulikeahappy

meal?"

Shelookedatme.Inodded.

Shenoddedaswell.



Sihle:"ok"

Veryvigilantchild"

Me:"mybrothertaughtherthat.Nevertrusta

stranger"

Sihle:"'yetyoutrustme"

Me:"I...mcm"

Hechuckled.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

AftertalkingtoAlwandeIgotreadytoleave.Iam

tiredAFbutSihledemandedus.Ipackedmybag

andthenwenttomycar.Momcalledme.

Mom:"Buhle"

Ihatethatname.

Me:"mah"



Iloadedmybaginsidethecar.

Mom:"youdon'tcallanymore"

Me:"Iamsorry.Iambusy"

Shedoesn'tknowIhaveakid,soasdad.Ijust

don'tknowhowtobreakittothem.Iam25yesbut

still.

Mom:"Sihlecalledwantingustocomedown.You

knowwhateverythingisabout?"

Me:"no,Iwillfindoutjustlikeeveryoneelse"

Mom:"itmustbebig"

Me:"surely.Seeyoutomorrow"

Mom:"byeBuhle"

Igroanedasshehungup.Igotinthecaranddrove

off.ItookoutmyphoneandcalledAlwande.It

wasanswered.

"Hello"

Itwasalittlechildbythesoundsofit.

"Guguyambonaumntwanawakho!(Youseeyour



child!)"

Therewascommotion.

"Hello"

Me:"lwande"

Alwande:"whatdoyouwantMpande"

Me:"youseemupset"

Alwande:"isitconcerningourson?"

Me:"no,us.WhatIsaidearlierandthewayyou

hungup"

Therewasnoise"

Lwande:"Ihavenothingtosay"

Me:"Lwande"

Shehungup.Ihuffedandputmyphoneaway.

.

.

★SIHLE★



Weboughtwhatweneededbeforegoinghome.

WegotoutofthecarandIwatchedherunbuckle

herdaughterfromthecar.

Vuyelwa:"Sthacome"

ShegrabsherdaughterinherarmsandIclosedthe

door.

Vuyelwa:"what?"

Me:"nothing.Youaretoouglyformetolook"

Vuyelwa:"mxm"

Shewalkedoff.Iwatchedher.

Me:"Siphesihlegetyourselftogether"

Ifollowedafterherandwalkedinside.Almost

everyonewashere.

Siphe:"Twini"

Me:"ubudakiweizolo(youweredrunkyesterday)"

Siphe:"yesterday.Nottoday"

Shehugsme.

Khona:"sowhyarewehere.WhereisNdu?"



Me:"maybeinhisroom.TherewasagirlIdon't

know.Shewassilent.

Me:"girlfriend?"

Khona:"KaNele"

Sheshothereyesandwelaughed.

Lunele:"Iheardmyname.

Hewascarryingjuiceandwhiskyhegavethejuice

tothegirlandshesaidasoftthankyou"

Me:"introduceus"

Lunele:"Ntokomalo,Sihleandtherest"

Shenodded.

Me:"sheseemsshy,howdoyouhandlehim?"

Her:"he..heisnotmyboyfriend"

Me:"ziyashasalezondaba(thoseareshocking

news)"

Lunele:"asiyekeingqino(stopbeingforward)"

Vuyelwa:"helloSihle"

Lunele:"andwhoisshe?"



Khona:"navukengentombinjeoutofnowhere

(youaregettinggirls)"

Vuyelwa:"ewwuno.Heistooarrogant"

Me:"andithoughtyouwouldagree"

Vuyelwa:"canwego?"

Me:"come"

Wewalkedupthestairsandishowedheraroom

shewilluse.Ileftherafterthat.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Ihavebeenhearingpeopleknockingonmydoor

butIjustwantsometimetothinkthisthrough.I

keptonlookingattheletterandhavereaditforthe

10thtime.Ineedmyparentstogivemeanswers.I

don'tknowwhattocallthemanymore.Theyraised

mebutIwanttoknowaboutmyrealparents.A



notherknockcomesfromthedoor.

"Nduareyouok?"

Ikeepquiet.Anotherknockonceagain.Istoodup

andgotoffthebedandwenttothedoorand

openeditandlookeddownonher.

Vuyelwa:whyuzivalelelah?(whyareyoulocking

yourselfinhere?)"

Iclearedmythroat.

Me:"Ijustneededtobealone"

Vuyelwa:"ok.Letmeleaveyouthen"

Sheturned.

Me:"youcanstay"

Vuyelwa:"Idon'twanttodisturbyoupeace"

Me:"No,youarenot"

Shewalkedinandscannedmyroom.Iclosedthe

door.Iturnedtoher.

Vuyelwa:"niceroom."

Inodded.



Me:"didyoufetchyourdaughter?"

Vuyelwa:"yeah.Theyareplayingoutsidewiththe

others"

Inodded.

Vuyelwa:"IfeellikeIchangedyourmood.Iwantto

saythatIamsorry"

Iwalkedclosertoher.

Me:"youdidn't.Youhelpedmeinaway"

Vuyelwa:"okthen.Uhm"

Shelookedaround"

Vuyelwa:"Ihavegottogothen"

Shewalkedpastme.

Me:"vee"

Shelookedatme

Me:"youarebeautiful"

Shesmiled"

Vuyelwa:"Itry"



Ichucklesoassheaswell.

Vuyelwa:"bye"

Me:"bye"

Shewalkedout.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Anotherbrothercameandhelookedmorelike

Lunele.HishomeiswonderfulIhavetosay.You

wouldn'tsayhecomesfromawealthyfamilyin

general.Heistoosimple.Likenotvinhishouse

andotherstuff.Hecameandsatnexttomeputting

hisarmbehindmeaswearesittingonthegarden

bench.Itmustbenicebeingachild.Idon'twish

forthislittleonetogothroughwhatIwentthrough.

Lunele:"youaregood?"

Inodded.

Me:"yes.Iamfine"



Lunele:"don'tmindthem.Theytalktoomuch"

Hedownedhis4thglassinonego"

Lunele:"Ineedtogetanotherone"

Inoddedandhestoodupandwalkedinside.I

watchedeveryone.TheguywhoIlearnedisSihle

wasticklingthelittleoneastheyrolledonthefloor.

Ismiledanddrankwhatwasleftofmyjuice,I

stooduptotakeitinside,Ihearsomeonemoaning

inpleasurewhenIenteredthekitchen.Idirected

wherethesemoanwascomingfromandtwasa

diningroom.IpeakedanditwasLunele.Hewiped

hisnosebeforehemovedandIsawwhatitwas.

TheglassslippedoutofmyhandsandIrushedoff

beforehesawme.Iwentintotheloungeand

breathedout.Ihopehedidn'tseeme.Iheldmy

chestandbreathedout.Waithedoesdrugs?Why?

"Ntokomalo"

Ijumpedbutdidn'tturn.Iwasscaredto.Hestood

infrontofme.

Lunele:"Sawsomething?"



Ishookmyheadfast.

Me:"no..Nonothing"

Heraisedhisbrow

Lunele:"really?"

Inoddedveryfast.

Lunele:"followme"

Hewalkedtothekitchen.Ididasilentprayerbefore

followinghimandhestoodwhereIdroppedthe

glass..

Lunele:"mmmh"

Ilookeddownthenhim.

Lunele:"come"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Lunele:"let'snotargue"

HewalkedoffandIfolloweddoingasilentprayer

aswell.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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INSERT11

★VUYELWA★

Morningcamequicklyandweallwenttoeat.It's

difficultmakingfoodforsuchabigcrowd.Iamnot

usedtothat.Sihle'ssisterisverybubblybut

sweetaswell,Isharedaroomwithherandmy

daughter.Thereareonly6bedrooms.5ofwhich

weoccupied.Iwonderwherethegirlslept,sheis

awfullyquiet.IthinkLunelecontrolsher.Shelooks

likesheisapushover.Shecanbepushedaround

bypeople.

Siphe:"breakfastwaswonderful"

Me:"thankyou"

Iwaspackingthedishesaway.



"Letmehelp"

Sihletooktherestandputthemaway.

Me:"thanks"

Khona:"Ihearthecarspullup"

Siphe:"Finally.Thewaitwaskillingme"

Sihle:"let'sgotothelounge."

Iwipedmyhandsandwewenttothelounge.The

otherswerealreadythere.Lunelewasdrowning

himselfinwhiskyandhisgirlwaslookingathim

andwouldlookatthetvwithStha.

Me:"comeherebaby"

Shegetsfromthefloorandsitsontopofme.

"IneedtogoagainIngathi,itwascutshort!"

IcouldhereMrsZiqubu.Iswallowed.Theywalked

infollowedbyothergrownups.About10people.

Ndalo:"Myboysallinoneroom"

Kamo:"wellalmost.Whereismylastborn?"

"Everypleasesitdown"



Ingathi:"What'swrong?"

Ndalo:"weshouldsitdown"

Sihle:"Iamgladeveryoneishere"

Woman:"WaitIthoughtthiswasafamilymeeting"

Shelookedatus.

Lunele:"TheyarenotgoinganywhereAunty

Thabisile"

Shekeptwuiet.Hedrankhiswhisky.Thesepeople

areintimidating.

Sihle:"Youcantalkbro"

HesatdownnexttomeandNduclearedhisthroat.

Ndu:"Iamconfusedyetseekinganswers."

Therewassilence.

Ndu:"Ifoundthis"

Hetookouttheletterfromhispocketandthrewit

onthetable.

Thabisile:"Ohgod"

Everyonelookedatherandshekeptquiet.



Kamo:"Uhmwhatisitbaby?"

Ndu:"Ishouldbeaskingyou"

Lunele:"Canyoutellus?"

Hesighedandlookedup,hethenlookedatallofus.

WewerelikeathisMercy.

Ndu:"Whoaremyparents?"

Ndalo:"Ohmygod"

Kamo:"Mpendulo...uhmbabywe..."

Ndu:"Iamangrydon'tpissmeoff,whoaremy

parents?WhoisKhona'smother?"

Thabisile:"Iam"

Ndu:"Yeyiwenafokof!DidItalktoyou!"

Nhlanhla:"youarenotoldforabeatingMpenduloif

youthinkyouhavegrownapair"

Khona:"Waitwhoismymother?"

Kamocried.Ifeltsorryforher.Yhosomuchdrama

yetIamheresilentandlistening.

Ndu:"Whoaremyparents?"



Ingathi:"Calmdown"

Heclenchedhisjaws.Hewasaabouttobreak.

Kamo:"(teary)SizakeleandAizaBiyase.Babywe

areyourparentstoo.Iamyourmother.Iloveyou

likemyown."

Ndu:"Startexplaining"

Hehadhiseyesclosedlookingup.Youcansee

thegainsfromhisneckandhisjawbeingclenched,

hishandsformedfists.

Kamo:"Theyareyourparents.Yourbiological

parentsandYouandKhonaarebiologicalbrothers,

youhavethesamemotherbutdifferentfather's."

Khona:"whoismyfather?"

Kamo:"Siyanda"

Khona:"andyiuaklkeptthisasecret!?"

Thabisile:"weloveyou"

Khona:"loveyamasibaThabisile,youusedto

fuckenhateme.Nxfuck!"

Hestoodupandwalkedupthestairs.



"Khona!"

Ndalostoodupandrushedafterhimandsoas

Nhlanhla.Wejustwatchedamovie.

Ndu:"Whereismymother?"

Siyanda:"Shedied"

Kamo:"theyarebothdead.Iamsorry."

Tearsstreameddownhiseyesandhejustcried.

Whowouldn'thearingthat.

Kamo:"IamsorryMpendulo.Iloveyouok?"

Hejustshookhisheadandwalkedoutthedoor.

Lunele:"weshouldstophim.

Everyonestoodupandrushedoutside.Hewasin

thecarreadytodriveout.Lunelestoodbehindthe

car.Theliverhehas.

Ingathi:"getoutofthecarMpendulo!"

Heknockedonthedoor.Heburriedhisheadonthe

steeringwheel.

Stha:"Mommy"



Me:"it'sok"

Wewatchedhimcryinsidetherunningcar.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

iamlookingateveryoneinthisfamily.Theymight

notseeitbuttheseboysareluckytohavepeople

wholoveyoulikethat.Whostilltakecareofyou

evenwhenyourparentsarenomore.Theyloveyou

likeyouaretheirchild.Theguycriesinsideuntil

theyfinallymanagetoopenthecarandgethimout.

"Wearesorry"

Theykeeponsaying.It'sthereality.Hethoughthe

hadparentsbutturnsouthisparentsarenomore.

Thatheisanorphanwhohasafamilythough.Iam

what?Afeatherinthewind?Histomorrowseems

secure.Mineisn't.Therearebigdifferencesinhis

andmine.Heshouldfeelthehurtlikemebecause



thesearehisparents.Peoplewhobroughthimthe

world.Theymighthavediedyearsagobutitfeels

liketheyhavejustdiednowtohim.Iamstaring

intospacethatIdidn'tnoticetheyhavemoved

inside,IfeelahandonmyshoulderandIlookatit

thenhim.Heisgonnadieoneday,drugsdon't

play.

Lunele:"areyouok?"

Inoddedandwipedmyface.HehuggedmeandI

justsobbedsoftlyandtriedcontainingmysounds.

Lunele:"shhh."

Herubbedmyback.

"NeleI..."

Webroketheembraceandiwipedmytears.

"Iamsorrytodisturb"

Lunele:"it'sokdad,youwantedsomething?"

Ilookeddown.

Hisfather:"No.Iforgot,uhm...Letmegocheck

onyourmotherandremembermarriagebeforekids



"

Lunele:"what?"

Whyiseveryoneassumingwearedating?

Lunele:"iamsorryaboutthat"

Me:"it'sok"

.

.

★KHONA★

Ndalo:"Iknowyouareangry"

Ikeptquiet.

Ndalo:"wearestillyourfamily"

Me:"whataboutMpendulowhereishisfamily?"

Ndalo:"wearehisfamilyaswell.Technically,His

fatherandHlubi,ThabaniandIngathiarecousins.

Closecousins.Wearedistantrelativesbutthat

doesn'tmatter.Weareallblood."

Ilistenedtoher.



Ndalo:"Yourmotherlovedyouok?"

Me:"Iwanttoknowherfamily.Forsomeclosure"

Ndalonodded.

Ndalo:"that'sfine.Wecanarrangethat.Iwilltalk

toyourfather."

Me:"no,helied."

Ndalo:"ImeanNhlanhla"

Me:"oh"

Shegiggled.Isatupandsmiled.

Ndalo:"youaremychildaswell."

Ne:"thankyou"

Shekissedmyforehead.

"CanItalktohim?"

Welookedatthedooranditwasdad.

Ndalo:"sure"

Shewalkedoff.

Dad:"howareyou?"



Me:"uyabuzaboh(youareasking)"

Dad:"Iamstillyourfather"

Me:"ok"

Dad:"Ilovedyourmother,bothofthem.Iamhurt

sheisgonebutsheleftyouwithme"

Me:"whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Dad:"Idon'tknow.Iamsorry"

Inodded.

"Letsgoanotherannouncementiscoming"

ItwasSiphephelowestoodupandwalkdownthe

stairs.

.

.

★NARRATED★

Itwassilent.Noonewastalkingtoanyoneinthe

livingroom.MpendulowasbetweenKamoand

Ingathistillinthoughts.Inpainaswell,Kamowas



hurtaswell,shedidn'twanthersonfindingoutlike

thisbutsheknewsomedayeverythingwillcome

outofthecloset.Mpandesawitasachancetotell

everyonehehasasonsomewhere.Thismightbe

hisonlyshot.LuneleholdsNtokomalo'shandsand

sheisalsoquestioningherselfaboutthemannext

toher.

Mpande:"Iamhappyeveryoneishere"

Heclearedhisdrythroat,hisheartwasbeating

veryfast."

Mpande:"Idon'tknowhowthiswillsitwith

everyone"

Nhlanhla:"talk"

Hesighedandlookedbetweeneveryone.His

parentsthemost.Helookedatthedoorjustincase

thingshappenhisexitisopen.Herelaxedabit.

Mpande:"Ihaveason"

Nhlanhla:"askies(sorry?)"

Ndalo:"calmdown"

Sheputherhandonherhusband'sthighjustto



calmhimdown.

Ndalo:"carryon"

Mpande:"heisalmost1"

Nhlanhla:"whoelseknewbecauseIknowyouboys

knew"

Siphephelo:"minababaangazi(Ididn'tknowdad

)"

Everyonelookedather.

Sihke:"soyouarejustthrowingusunderthebus

likethat,youalsoknew"

Ndalo:"andyoudidn'ttellus"

Lunele:"itwasn'tournewstoshare"

Ndalo:"youaretakingustothegirl'sfamilytosee

thischild"

Mpande:"ok"

Hesighedofrelief

Ndalo:"anythingelseanyonewanttoshare?"

Nhlanhla:"Ihopeeveryoneisinschoolorworking"



Theboysswallowedandlookedamoungsteach

other.Kamo:"yesIhope"

Ndalo:"Idon'twanttobedramaticonanyoneso

pleaseforanithkeepitthatway."

Thyallnodunsure.

Nhlanhla:"Luneletellusaboutyourgirlfriend"

Theguyschuckle.

Khona:"heisinlovebaba"

Lunele:"shutup!"

Theychuckled.

Thabisile:"Youlooklikeyouarefromthestreets"

Everyonewassilent.

Khona:"awupheliemphawuleniongenangqondo

yazi(youdon'teverdayanythingproductivewith

yourmouth)"

NhlanhlapouncedonKhonabutNdaloshieldedhim.

Ndalo:"Nhlanhla!"

Kamo:"saysorryKhona"



Khona:"NoIwon't"

Siyanda:"SaysorrynoworIwillblowyourballsout.

"

Ntokomalosobbedandshestoodupandrushed

out.

LuneleNvNtokomalo!"

Khona:"yousee?"

Nhlanhla:"apologiseUsakhona!"

Khona:"Iwon'tbaba,Iwon'tapologisetoher

becausesheneedstobetold.Youdon'tknowthe

shitshehasbeenthrough.Youdon'tevenfucken

knowherbutyoualwaystalkrubbish.Nxdriedup

pussy"

Ndalo:"Khona!"

Siyanda:"that'sit!"

HetookouthisgunandKhonaduckedrunningby

thekitchenwhilebulletswerefiredhisway.

Ndalo:"youaregonnakillhim!"

SherushedafterSiyandaandjumpedonthewall



andherlegstwistedhisarmgettingthemonthe

groundandshetookthegun.

Siyanda:"fuckNdalo!"

Theothergotheroffhim.

Ndalo:"ifeveryoushootafteranyofmykidsIwill

killanyofyou.EvenyouNhlanhla"

Sheclickedhertongue.

Nhlanhla:"whatdidIdo?"

Thabisile:"heinsultedme."

Vuyelwa:"yhoSanathisfamilyisafilm"

Everyonelookedather.Shekeptquiet.

Sihle:"comelet'sgo"

Hetookherhand.Mpendulolookedatthem

walkingoffandhewalkedoffaswell.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

Thenights,thenightsofwhenIusedtosilently

screamforhelpbutnoonecouldhearme,The

laughterofthemhanginguponmelikeitwasajoke

tobreakme.ThedaysIwouldsitmyselfina

cornerasIsatonapoolofbloodfeelingthepain

frommywombasclotscameoutandIknewthen

thatIwaspregnantandIwasmiscarrying.Iam

fromthestreets,Ilivedthereforthreeyears,Ihave

noparentsandnohome.Iamonmyown.That

wouldneverchange,sheisright.Iamfromthe

streetsbutwhydoesithurtwhenshesaidthat?Is

itbecauseitsuddenlybroughtbackthetormenting

memoriesthatIneverthoughtwouldcomeback.I

aminanewenvironment,don'tknowforhow

long'sbeforeIgobackhome.Tothestreetsof



Johannesburg.Icouldhearfadedvoicesbutmy

feetkeeponpushingmetomoveforward.

"Ntokomalo"

Isob.It'sapainfulsharkonethatscratchesmy

throat.Ican'tbreathe,IwanttobutIcan't.His

armsswingaroundmybonebodyandIcry.My

mother,whensheleftmeonthisearthshewas

selfish.Godwasselfishofleavingme,Whydidhe

takethepeoplewhobroughtmehereandleaveme,

theonewhodidn'tplantobeherealone.WhyamI

questioningGod.Aswell?

Lunele:"Iamsorry"

Hesniffsaswell.Iremovedmyselffromhis

embrace.

Me:"It'sok"

Lunele:"heylookatme."

Ididandhewipedmytearswithhisthumbs,

holdingmyface.

Lunele:"Iamnotabedofrosesorstrawberriesand

cream"



Hebecamesilent.

Lunele:"Iamnotagreatguyeither.Iamfuckedup

andhavemyownissuesIdon'tknowhowtosolve"

Ilookathim.

Lunele:"butyouknowwhat,Iwanttohelpsolve

yours.Itwillmakemefeelbetteraboutmyself"

Isighed.

Me:"mylifewon'tchange"

Lunele:"Itwill."

Hesteppedcloserhoveringme.

Lunele:"YouknowhowmessedupIam.Yousee

howmessedupIcanbebutyoudrilledasoftspot

inmethatIdon'tknow.It'stinythough"

Hesmiled.

Lunele:"Don'tcry,Iwillsortherout"

Me:"don'tit'sfine"

Lunele:"shemadeyoucry"

Me:"it'sok"



Helookedatmeandranhiswarmhandsovermy

face.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo"

Me:"mmmh?"

Heleanedcloserandhewasclosetomylips.Ican

feelthemonmineastheyalmosttouch.

"Lunele!"

Hegroansandmoveshisfaceawayfrommine.My

heartisthuddinginbeinganxious.It'shismother.

Hismother:"oh,Iamsorrytodisturb.Wantedto

checkonyoutwo"

Lunele:"weareok"

Shesmiled.

Her:"okletmeleave"

Shewalkedoff.Lunelelookedatme.

Lunele:"let'sleave"

Ifollowafterhim.Heholdsmyhandintohis.

.



.

.

★SIHLE★

Weleftthehouse.IwastakingVuyelwaandher

daughterbacktotheirhome.Ican'tbelievesheis

Sakhile'ssister.Stillcan'tevennow.Shelooksat

me.

Vuyelwa:"Youok?"

Inodded.

Vuyelwa:"Okke"

Therewassilence.Istoleglancesatherasshegot

busyonherphone.Ilookedatthebackandher

daughterwasasleepalready.

.

.

★KAMOGELO★



Ingathi:"calmdown"

Iwasstillcrying.Ididn'twantMpendulofindingout

thatway.

Me:"Idon'twanttoloosehimInga"

Ingathi:"youwon'tmylove"

Iheldontohimandsobbed.Therewasaknockon

thebedroomdoorandIlookedup.Hewalkedin.

Me:"Iamsorrybaby"

Ndu:"(clearthroat)Iwouldwanttoknowmy

parentssideofthefamily.Bothofthem"

Isniffedwipingmytears.

Ingathi:"weareyourfather'ssideofthefamily"

Helookedatus.

Ndu:"mymotherthen"

Ingathi:"Sure"

Isniffed.

Me:"canIhugyou?"

HenoddedslowlyandIgotoffthebedandwentto



himandwesharedahug.

Me:"Ilovebaby."

Hewrappedhisarmsaroundme.

Ndu:"Iloveyoutoomom"

Thatwarmedmyheart.Webrokethehug.

Me:"youwillalwaysbemyson"

Ndu:"andyouwillalwaysbemymother"

Istoodonmytoesandkissedhischeek.

Ndu:"Iamgoingsomewhereforawhile"

Ingathi:"becareful"

Ndu:"Iwilldad"

Hewalkedoff.Iturnedtoingathiandheopened

hisarmsandIdivedinthem.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★



Mostofthekidswererestingduetoplayingthe

wholeday.IwaswashingthedishesandCeliwe

wasdoingherhomework.Gogowasjustdoingher

knittinganditwasverysilent,onlythesoundsof

mydishesweremakingnoise.MyphonerangandI

wipedmyhandsandlookedatit.Gogolooksatme

andIanswer.

Me:"hello"

Mpande:"Lwande"

Isighed.

Mpande:"Iamnotfighting"

Me:"'ok"

Mpande:"Itoldmyfamilyaboutoursonandweare

comingtoyourhometomorrow"

What?No...nohecan'tcome.

Me:"Iamsorryyouwhat?"

Mpande:"iamcomingthatsidewithmyparents"

Me:"uhm...mygrandmotherwon'tbearound."



Mpande:"anyelder?"

Me:"uhmno,noelderwouldbehere."

Gogo:"uqambelaniamangangamiucabangaukuthi

angisizwaisingisisakho(whyareyoulyingabout

mewhenyouthinkIcan'thearyourEnglish)"

Doesn'tthiswomanknowwhentoshutup.Iclosed

myeyes.

Mpande:"seeyoutomorrowthen"

Me:"sure"

Ihungup.

Me:"gogoawuplanyho(Grannyyoudon'tplan)"

Gugu:"andthen?"

Me:"Mpandeandhisfamilyarecominghere"

Gugu:"unamanga.Izicebizizobalah?YhoYho

engathingingatholaoyedwaathifanjengoFive

thousandathifafango15sgodo(youlie,The

wealthyfamilywillbehere?YhoYhoIwishtoget

oneofthemwhowouldjustsayfawith5thousand

thenfafawith15thousand)"



Me:"youlovemoney"

Gugu:"haveyouseenmycreche"

Gogo:"atleastyouknowyouhaveadaycare"

Ishookmyheadandcarriedonwiththedishes.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

SihledroppedusoffandItookSthainsidethe

house.Myparentswerewatchingtv.

Dad:"hello"

Me:"hi"

Mom:"Iamgladyouaresafe"

Ifrowned.Weird.IwalkedtomyroomandoutStha

downandwatchedherbeforeunpacking.Really

myparentsarebehavingratherweirdly.Myphone

ranginthatprocessanditwasanumberthatIdon't



know.IansweredbecauseIlovenews.

Me:"hello"

"Vuyelwa.It'smeNdu"

Me:"oh,howareyou?"

Ndu:"canIseeyou?"

Me:uhmsure,when?"

Ndu:"nowifpossible.Iamaroundthecorner"

Me:"okthen."

Webothhungup.Iouteverythingawayand

changedmyshoesbeforeIwalkedoutofmyroom.

Me:"ngiyabuyangiyethembaiairtime(Iamcoming

back,Iamgoingtobuyairtime)"

IwalkedoutofthehouseandyardandIwalked

downthestreetandIsawthecarandwalked

towardsit.HegotoutandIgottohim.Hisfather

gavehimgreatlooksshame.Iwon'tliethere.

Me:"hey"

Ndu:"(faintlysmiled)Hi"



Me:"Howareyou?"

Ndu:"okIguess"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ndu:"it'sok.It'slife.Canwegetinside?"

Me:"sure"

Wegotinsidethecaranditwasabitwarm.Helaid

backintheseatandIjustwatchedhim.

Me:"so,yourfamilyisscary"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"notreally?"

Me:"Ijustsawoneifyouraunt'sgoallchuck

Norrisonyourunclewhowasbeingrumbo"

Helaughed.

Ndu:"uyabheda(youaresilly)"

Me:"Honestlyyouareokthough?"

Ndu:"Iwonderwhokilledmyfather"

Me:"youwillfindanswers."



Hesighs.

Ndu:"andmymotheraswell"

Me:"she...shefelloffabuilding.Itwasdeclared

suicide"

Heclosedhiseyesandsighed.Isqueezedhishand.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ndu:"no,youhelpedmeandthankyouforthat"

Inodded.HesmirkedandIsmiled.

Me:"what?"

Ndu:"youarebeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

Helookedatmeandsayupstilllookingandmeand

placedhiswarmhandonmycheekandleanedin

andkissedme.Iclosedmyeyesputtingmytiny

handoverhisonmycheek,slowlythekiss

commenced.Icouldfeeleverythingfromitaswell.

QuietheavyatthesameTime.Hebreaksitand

givesmeaperkandIopenmyeyesandheis

lookingatmebitinghisbottomlip.Hishandranto



myneckandhecaressedmychinwithhisthumb.

Ndu:"Iamsorry,Icouldn'tholdmyself"

Me:"it'sok"

Itwassoft.YoushouldberunningVuyelwa,don't

goinalionsdentwice.Hekissesmeagainand

pullsmeonhimashelaysback,Iamindesirefor

anything.Hishandsgoundermydresstomybutt

andhesqeezedthembuttcheeks.Icouldfeelhis

shaftgrowingandgettingharderunderme.It

doesn'thelpthatheiswearingsweatpants.Ilet

outasoftmoanandhestops.

Ndu:"wecan'tcarryonorIwilldounexplainable

thingstoyourbody"

Ibutmybottomlipandnoddedwhewnicesave.I

wasalsolostinthisIdidn'tthinkofmymoralsatall.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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INSERT13

★SIHLE★

Igotbackhomeandjustwenttomyroomand

closedthedoor.Somuchdramaononeday,my

familyneverceasestoamazeattimes.Aknockon

mydoordisturbsmythoughtsanditopens.She

peaksherheadinandwalksin.

Siphephelo:"Iamleaving"

Me:"Youhaven'tbeenhereforlong"

Siphephelo:"Ihaveassignmentswaitingforme"

Me:"Sure"

Siphephelo:"Areyouok?"

Isatupandlookedather.

Mw:"yeah,Iam"

Siphephelo:"Surethen.Bye"



Istoodupandwesharedahugbeforeshewalked

outleaving.Mpendulowalkedin.

Me:"Ialmostsentthesearchparty"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"Noneed"

Me:"Youaresmiling,what'sup?"

Ndu:"Icouldn'tholdmyselfbro"

Me:"on?"

Ndu:"Vee.Vuyelwa,Ilikeheryazi"

Ifeltapangofdisappointmentwhenhesaidthat.

Me:"youlikeher?"

Ndu:"yeah,Ihopeit'snotaproblemsinceshe

camewithyou"

Me:"No,noit'sfine.Makeamoveonherbrobut

sheisaheadache"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"Icanhandlethat"

Helaidbackonthebed.



Me:"it'sgoodtoseeyourmoodlifted"

Hebithisbottomlip.

Ndu:"Sheisagoodkisser"

Hewasinhisownworld.Ilookedathim.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Iwokeearlywithguguinthemorningjusttomake

thingslookatleastok.Wepackedeverythingnicely

justtohavesomesmallspacearoundandcleaned

withthekidsonourbackswhiletheotherswentto

play.

Gugu:"Iamwifematerial.NoIcan'tworkthishard

"

Gogo:"mmmh"

Ijustkeptquietsothatshewon'ttalksomuch.

Me:"haveyoupreparedbathwater?"



Gugu:"yes"

Me:"ok,letmebaththem"

Gogo:"Mmmhmmmh"

Sheshakesherheadthenwalksout.

Gugu:"Eyinawe"

ShesaysafterGogoleft.

Me:"Don't"

Gugu:"wecan'tevenbreathe"

Me:"sheishavingthebestinterestatheart"

Gugu:"Iknow"

Me:"Takeouttheclothesplease"

Ipourwaterinthebathingbasinandsomecoldto

makeitwarmandwenttoputtheBathingbowelon

thebedandshetookoutthenappiesandclothes

aswell.Whatweneedtodressthekids.Itookher

babyfromherbackandIputheronthebedandI

undressedherandshestartedcrying.

Gugu:"Ohmynunuz"



Me:"Iamnotkillingher"

Gugu:"It'sthecoldness"

Me:"It'snotcold"

Gugu:"Idon'tknowthen"

Me:"Feedher.Maybesheishungry"

Gugutakesherdaughterandtakesoutherboob

andshovesthenippleinhermouthandshesucked.

Gugu:"Yhoshame"

Ishookmyheadandwentontoundressmine.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwantedtoclosemyeyesagaintillheleavesbut

sleepdoesn'twanttotakeme.Iamcoveredunder

thesecoversandnojustseebitsofhim.Hehas

beenmovingaroundtheroomlookingfor

somethingIpresume,Blackchinopantsfithim



perfectly,Hisskinseemssmoothandckean,no

tattooonhisupperbody.Nothingatall.Heisan

activepersonaswell,hekeepsfit.Nottoomuch,

justright.Hestopswalkingaroundandhejust

looksaroundandthengoestothecouchandtakes

thepantshewaswearingyesterdayandhetakes

outasmallbagofwhitecoke

"Perfect!"

Hesaysandrubbedhisnoseandsearchedfor

somethinginthepantsandtookouthiswalletand

tookoutacardandR50noteandwenttothedesk

andhestartedmakinglinesbeforesniffingitand

lookedupgroaningandrubbinghisnose ,aslow

deathheisinviting.Onemistakeandhecouldbe

gone.Hedidanotherandanotherbeforeheturns

andhiseyeslandonmeandIcovermyselfmore

closingmyeyes.Myheartisthudding.Wesleep

nexttoeachother,thebedisbigenoughforthe

bothofusbutherespectsme.Ahugegapis

betweenusandhedoesn'ttouchmeandIdon't

touchhim.Iamhappywiththat.Veryhappy.He

pullsthecoveroffmyhead.Icouldhearmyheart



beatingyetIdon'tmove.Thebedmovesandhis

scenthitsmynostrils.Hisshowergel,hishandis

onmycheekcaressingit.Iamtemptedtoopen

myeyes.

"Ntokomalo"

Hesayssoftlyandsniffsbeforeclearinghisthroat.

Idon'tmoveaninch,justbreathslowly.

"Ntokomalo"

Iopenmyeyesslowlyandtheymeethis.Iam

scared.Seeinghimdodrugsscaresmealot.He

slightlysmiledandsniffs.

Lunele:""Hey"

Me:"Hi"

Iblinkmyeyesaway.Hisnosehadsomewhite

powder.Isatupstraight.

Lunele:"weareleavingtoday,workiswaitingfor

meathome.Ihavetoleaveyounextweek.Iam

goingtoBloemfontein"

Thatbad.



Me:"ok"

HecaressesmycheekandhesmilesandIreturnit.

Lunele:"Iamsurebreakfastisready"

Inoddedandgotoffthebed.

"Fuck!"

Iturnedtohimandhewasholdinghisnoseup.

Me:"areyouok?"

Lunele:"yeah"

Inoddedandwatcbedhim.Ididn'twannapry.

Lunele:"Ineedtosortthisout"

Hewalkedtothebathroom.Ilookedonthefloor

anditwasdropsofblood.Ilookedwherehewent.

Doesn'thisfamilyknow?

.

.

★LUNELE★



Ikeptonrollingthetissueandpusheditonmynose

topreventthebleeding.Itooktoomuchtoofast,

therewasasoftknockonthedoor.

Me:"comein"

Ntokomalopeekedherheadinandlookedatme.

Ntokomalo:"youarestillfine?"

Me:"Yeahyeah"

Shewalkedinsideandcametitandinfrontofme.

Ntokomalo:"letmetryhelping"

Shetookmyarmandsatmeonthetoilet.Shetook

atowelandpouredcoldwatedonitandshecame

tomeandpushmyheadbackabitroughly

Me:"urghNtokomalo"

Ntokomalo:"sorry"

Sheoutthetowelonmyforehead.

Ntokomalo:"removeyourhands"

Imovedthemfrommynose.

Ntokomalo:"staylikethis"



Me:"doesithelp?"

Ntokomalo:"onnosebleeds.Idon'tknowabout

drugeffects"

Me:"youarewatchingme?"

Ntokomalo:"youleftthemonthetable"

Me:"mmmh"

Shepinchedmynose.

Ntokomalo:"Youaredestroyingyourlife"

Me:"it'smine"

Ntokomalo:"Iwonderwhatyourmotherwoulddoif

shefindsthosedrugs"

Me:"areyoutryingtothreatenme?"

Snetiltedherheadandlookedatme.

Ntokomalo:"Iamnot.Justasking,Nooneis

againstyourlife"

Therewassilent.

Ntokomalo:"whyareyoutakingdrugs?"

Therewassilenceagain.



Me:"pressure.Ihavealwaysbeenpressuretobea

greatbigbrother,firstbornchildthatitbecametoo

muchforme.It'sjusttocope"

Ntokomalo:"doesithelp?"

Me:"it'sok"

Sheremovedthetowel.

Ntokomalo:"interesting."

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

MyphoneringsandIanswerit.It'sMpande,Iam

sweating.Iamscaredhemightwanttotakemy

childawayfrommeaswell.Ilookatguguandi

sighbeforeansweringthephonecall.

Me:"Hello"

Mpande:"wearehere"



Me:"akidIcomingtogetyou"

Mpande:"uhmok"

Ihangupandbreathedout.

Gugu:"relax.Ntobekogoandgetthesepeople"

Theynodandrushoff.

Me:"Iamscared.Thewaywelive,hemighttake

himawayfromme"

Gugu:"hehasnorighttodothat.Norightatallto

dothat.Youcantakehimtocourt"

Me:"theyarerich.Wehavenothinggugu"

Gugu:"wehaveeachother.Iwouldn'tketthat

happen"

Ismile.

Me:"30cowsforyou"

Gugu:"withwhatwhenIamlikethis"

Me:"youarestillyoung"

Sheshookherhead,gogowalkedin.

Gogo:"haveyourguestsarrived"



Me:"thearecoming."

"Ncane!"

OhmyGodtheyarehere.

Gogo:"Iwanttoseethis"

Shegoestothedoorandtheyallstandthere.The

nicelydressedwomanandman.Theylookaround

andsoasMoande.Iswallow.OhmyGodwhat

haveIgottenmyselfinto.Hisbrotherishereaswell

.

Gogo:"canIhelpyou?"

Woman:""wearelookingforAlwande"

Gogo:"nizomenzani?(Whatareyougoingtodo

withher?)"

Man:"(clearinghisthroat)"sizoxoxanawemah

ngidabalokuthiumfanawamiwonileenganeni

yakho(weareheretotalkaboutthematterofour

sondidtoyourdaughter)"

Gogo:"hedidn'tdosmall.Hedidsomethingbigand

thatisleavingahumanwecouldn'tevenfeed.She

stoppedgoingtoschoolbecauseofthat"



Woman:"wearesorry"

Gogo:"arghmanyaziniyanginyanyisaCelanijika

ningaphindenizelah(youaredisgustingme,

pleaseturnbackandleave,don'tevercomeback

here)"

Woman:"Si..."

Gogo:"leave!"

Ilookdownandtheywalkedoff.Gogolookedat

meandclickedhertonguewalkingout.

High:"Mmmmh"

Ishookmyhead.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Lunele:"youshouldn'tdothis"

Me:"Iwannatryonce,onceagain"

Igiggleholdingonefingerup,myvisionwasabit



outofplace,Iwasreallyinanotherworld.Idon't

knowwhat'swrongwithmyvision.

Lunele:"yousawhowIpulled?"

Inodded.

Me:"bringithere"

Itookthebluntandpulledapuffandgiggled

handingittohim.Iwaslayingontheflooronthe

bulcony.Igavehimthebluntandhetookapuff

andkissedthesideofmyforehead.

Me:"Ineedtoopenthedoor"

Istoodupbuthepulledmetohimandilaughed

andsodidhe.

Lunele:"uyaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)"

Me:"Inside"

Lunele:"kuyashisaphakathi(it'shitinside)"

Ishookmyhead.Helookedatmeandbroughthis

facecloserandourlipstouched.Ilookedathim

forawhileandhepulledbackandbrushedmy

cheek.



.

.

Tobecontinued
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INSERT14

★MPANDE★

Mom:"Thatwentsouth."

Dad:"sheisangry,Wewillcomebackoncesheis

calm"

Mom:"Iunderstandherfrustrationthough."

Wewalkedbacktothecar.

Mom:"Mpandewhyareyousilent.?"

Me:"it'snothing"

Mom:"Ok"



SheheldmyhandandIjustchuckled,shealso

helddad'shand.

Mom:"IwishIcangoback25yearago"

Me:"for?"

Mom:"Toreliveeverything.Fromthetimeyouand

Lunelewereborntillnow"

Dad:"Iwouldn'twanttogobacktonappychanging

"

Momlaughed.

Mom:"KodwaSthandwaSam(ohmylove)"

Theyheldeachotheranddadleanedtokissher.

Me:"Arghno"

Iwalkedinfrontofthem.Itookoutmyphoneand

sentamessagetoAlwande.Ihopeshereceivesit.

Wereallyneedtotalk,serioustalk.

.

.

.



★VUYELWA★

Iwasbusyinthekitchencookinglunch,Mrs

Ziqubuhadaskedmetodothatforher.She

doesn'tseemok,IfeelsorryforherinawaybutI

thinkMpendulowillforgivethem.Theyaregreat

peopleaswell.

"Practicingyourwifelyduties"

Ilookedupandit'sNdu

Me:"Idon'tgetmarried"

Hechuckledandwalkedinside.Iclosedthepot

andhekissedmyneckfrombehind.

Me:"Mpendulostop"

Ndu:"Ican'tkeepmyhandsomyself"

Me:"pleasedo"

Imovedfromhim.

Ndu:"weneedtotalkaboutlastnight"

Iwashedmyhandsandturnedoffthewater.



Me:"why?"

Iwouldreallywanttomovepastthat.

Ndu:"Ijustwantustobothknowwherewestand

withfeelingeachother"

Me:"it'stoosoon"

Ndu:"it'snevertoosoon"

Me:"MpenduloI....."

Sihlewalkedinandhewascarryingabag.

Sihle:"Hello"

Us:"Hi"

Hewenttothefridgeandtookourbottledwaterand

closeditandwenttothekeyholdersandtookhis

carkeysandwalkedoutofthekitchen.What's

wrongtoday?IlookedatNduwhojustpulledmeto

him.

Me:"Mpendulouzongixosia(youaregonnagetme

fired)"

Ndu:"Iwon't"



Heturnedmearoundandkissedmylips.Iclosed

myeyesandletitgetme.Hebrokeit.

Ndu:"Iwilltakeyouhome"

Me:"ok"

Heperkedmylipsandwalkedoff.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Wewerejustsittinginsilence,alreadyfinishedthe

bluntandIfeeldifferentandgoodaswell.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeandpulledmecloser

tohimandthesideofmyhead.

Lunele:"let'sgoinside"

Me:"Iwanttostayhereabit"

Henods.

Lunele:"tellmeifImakeyouuncomfortable"



Me:"youdon't"

Lunele:"ok"

Iclosedmyeyesandheldontohisarm.The

breezewashittingmyskinnicelyaswell.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Mpandehadsentmeamessagetocomeout.Iam

honestlycontemplatingingoingoutandmy

grandmotherdoesn'tseemtocareaboutmychild's

wellbeing.

Me:"Iamcomingback"

Gugu:"Ok,areyougoingwithhim?"

InoddedandtookmysonandIwalkedoutbefore

gogosaysanythingfurther.Imovedalongthe

shackstillIgotonthemainstreetandIsawhiscar

fromadistance.Ibreathedinandoutbefore

walkingtowardsitandhegotoutaswell.Hejust



lookedatme.

Mpande:"getin"

HetookthebabyandIgotinslowlyinsidethecar,I

wasnervousandscared.Iwatchedhimputthe

babyonthecarseatbeforeheclosedthedoorand

walkedaroundtohisside.Hegotinandlookedat

mebeforestartingthecaranddrivingoff.

Me:"Wher-wherearewegoing?"

Heissilentandthatscaresmealot.Iswallowand

glanceathim,heisnotansweringme.Ilookatthe

backwheremybabyislyingandheissilentjust

staring.IbreathedoutandglancedatMpandeonce

more.HegottoaquietareaandIswallowed.Iam

shakingonmyknees.Hestopsthecarandturns

offtheignition.

Mpande:"Alwande"

Ilookedathim.Hesighedandsankontheseat.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Mpande:"About?"

Me:"thewaywelive"



Heissilent.

Mpande:"IamkindIangryatmyself"

Ikeepquiet.

Mpande:"Iam"

Ilookedathim.

Mpande:"Comehere"

Hepulledmetohisarms.

Mpande:"Iamsorry"

Inodded.

Mpande:"foreverythingLwande"

Inodded.

Me:"ok"

Mpande:"Iwilldobetteripromise"

Inodded.

.

.

.



★SIHLE★

Iamatthepetrolstationfillingupthetank,Iwent

insidethegaragetojustgoandbuysomewater

andalsosomebiltongtosnackon,whileIam

drivingbacktomyplace.Iwon'tlie,Iamhurtthat

VuyelwaandNdunowhaveathing.Ithasn'tbeen

longsinceIbroughtherbuttheyareatthatstage

already.Ilikedheraswell,Ireallydid.Iwasjust

tryingtowarmuptoherbeforemakingitknown

howIfeelaboutherbutIjustguessIshouldforget

andletthemdowhattheyaresupposedtodo.I

paidformythingsandwentouttomycar.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★ALWANDE★

Mpandedroppedmeoffafteralongchat.Hesaid

hewillopenabankaccountformejusttomake

thingseasierforthebothofusandIagreed.

AlreadythekidareinsideandCeliweisbackfrom

schooldoingherhomework.Iputthepaperbags

onthetableandalreadytheyarejumping.

Gugu:"woahwoahstopsitdown"

Theydocalmdown.

Gogo:"Mmmh"

Me:"It'snothingGogo"

Gogo:"Iamjustsaying.Rememberthatboyisfar

inlifethanyou.Yoursisonastandstill."

Gugu:"doyouhavetoalwaysremindusofour

mistakes?"



Gogo:"Mistakeforwhat?Itwasn'tamistake.

EspeciallyyouGugulethu,youstartedadultryway

before"

Shestoodupandwalkedout.

Me:"Gogo!"

Sheclickedhertongue.IfollowedGuguoutside

andIfoundhersniffingandcrying.

Me:"Gugu"

Gugu:"Iamcomingback"

Me:"it'slate.Iamsorry"

Gugu:"Ithurtsenoughthatheislivinghisbestlife.

HelivesbetterwhenheshouldbesufferingwholeI

amsuffering.Iwas13Lwande,13"

Ihuggedherandshesobbed.

Me:"Iknow.It'snotyourfault."

Shecried.Irubbedherback.Shesniffedand

wipedhertears.

Gugu:"it'sok"



Me:"Iloveyouok?"

Shenoddedandwehugged.

Gugu:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ismiled.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

WeleftthehousegoingbacktoLunele'splace.I

haveeatenandfeelingabitokaftermynap.Ilook

outsidethewindowandjuststareatthesightsthe

wearepassing.Ifeelhishandonmythigh,Iwant

totrusthim.Somethinginmefeelsateasebutat

thesametimeIdon'ttrustmenthateasily.Idon't

knowhowmanytimeshehasstoppedhimselffrom

kissingme.Iknow,Iknowhewantstobutwhy

doeshestop?Doeshefinallyseethatiamjust

somegirlheishelpinggetoffthestreetaswell.I

feelapangofhurtwhenhedoesthat.



Lunele:"Areyouok?"

Me:"Yeah"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Lunele:"Ok"

Hemovedhishandfrommythighandilookedout

again.Heheldmyhandoncemore.Ilookedtitand

keptmysilence.Histhumbcaressedthebackof

myhandasourhandswereintertwinedtogether.

FluttersinmystomachcausingareachingandI

pushmylegstogether.

Lunele:"Khonaiscomingtoguardyou"

Inodded.

Me:"youlivewithhim?"

Lunele:"yeahIlivewithhim."

Inodded.

Lunele:"weneedtodosomethingaboutyour

fidgitingatnight."

Me:"Ido?"



Henodded.

Lunele:"Ittrauma,forlivingonthestreetsthat

long"

Ikeptquiet.

Lunele:"Don'tworry.Youarenotgoingbackthere

everagain"

Inodded.

Lunele:"Ipromise"

Inoddedagainandsighed.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Kamo:"Iamsosadyouareleaving"

Me:"Ourhousemissesus"

Wesharedahug.



Kamo:"Thankyou"

Me:"everythingwillbeok"

Shenodded.Iwavedmyhandandgotinthecar

andsoasNhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"Youok?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iamworriedabouttheboys,especially

Lunele"

Nhlanhla:"what'swrong?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Somethingjustwantsmeto

worryabouthim."

Nhlanhla:"Heisok"

Inoddedandsighedhestartedthecaranddrove

off.

Nhlanhla:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"Yes."

Heheldmyhand.

Nhlanhla:"HowaboutwerenewourVows"



Ismiledandblushedatthesametime.

Nhlanhla:"Itakethatasayes"

Me:"Yes."

Ikissedhischeek.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyousomuch"

Ilookedathim,Itookhishandintomineandhe

heldit.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Wereachedourdestinationandwegotoutofthe

walkedinside.Khonawasalreadythere.Igreeted

andhegreetedback.

Lunele:"ugrand?(Areyouok?)"

Khona:"Iamok"



Lunele:"Iamleaving"

Khona:"mmmh"

TheylookedateachotherbeforeLunelewalkedoff.

Isatdown.

Khona:"Sohowfardidyoustudy?"

Me:"Grade11"

Khona:"Lunelewillsortthatout"

Inodded.

Lunelecamebackdressed.

Lunele:"Behave"

HegaveKhonaastare.

Khona:"Iwon'tdoanything"

Lunele:"Followme"

Khonastoodupandwalkedout.

.

.

★LUNELE★



wegotoutsidethehouse.

Khona:"andthen?"

Me:"don'tevenmakeamoveonher,areweclear

?"

Khona:"brochill.Ngiyaziichherriyakho(Iknowit's

yourgirl)"

Me:"Iamjustsaying"

Khona:"Iwilltakecareofher"

Me:"ok,Ineedtogo.Sihlemustbewaitingforme

withMpande"

Khona:"what'supthistime?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"youdon'tneedtoknowmuch."

Henodded.

Me:"sharp"

WehandshookandIwenttothedriver'ssideandI

gotin.



.

.

.

★MPANDE★

Sihle:"whereisLunele?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Heshouldbehere"

Sihle:"fixyourtie"

Ifixedit.Iclosedthecarbootandlookedathim.

Sihle:"youareyourfather'sson"

Me:"Ilookgoodinsuitsjustadmitit.

Sihle:"weareactingbodyguardsforThisman,he

isbigbusinessmansupplyinghiscosmeticsto

supermarketsalsoanundercoverdruglord.It's

easyandsimplewehavefeltwithsuchbefore..

Heshowedmeaphoto"

Me:"heistheonewearesenttotakeoutright?"

Sihle:"right"



Istretchedmyneck.

Me:"let'sgogetsomemoneythen"

Helockedthecarandwewalkedoff.

.

.

.
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★SIHLE★

Lunelefinallyarrivedandhegotoutofhiscarand

cametowardsuscarryingtheblackbackpack.

Lunele:"Guys"

Mpande:"Youarelate"



Lunele:"byaminute."

Me:"findaspot.Wewillguideyou,Remember

therearealotofpeopleasit'sagaladinner."

Lunele:"youknowIamgoodwithasniper"

Me:"wewillfinishhimifheisstillalive"

Mpande:"Gotit."

Me:"Goodletsgo"

Weseperatedandwewalkedtowhereotherguards

areandTheysperated.IlookedatMpandeandhe

nodded.Itookoutanearpiecefromthepocket

andIputitonmyearandwalkedthroughthelittle

crowd.Peoplereallyhavemoneytospendon

uselessthings.

Me:"canyouhearme?"

Mpande:"Loudandclear"

Lunele:"Grand(good)"

Me:"good"

Peoplewereconversatingbetweeneachother.I

wentbythekitchenandcheckedifeverythingisok



Me:"everythingisclear"

Mpande:"Heisabouttomakeaspeech."

Me:"areyouready?"

Lunele:"IcanseehimfromwhereIam"

Me:"Good"

"iwouldlikesomeattentionplease"

Iwalkedoutofthekitchenandstoodatthekitchen

entrancewiththisotherbodyguard.Eachoneby

thedoorkeepingwatch.IsawMpandeandhejust

lookedatme.Itouchedmyearpeace.

"Iwouldliketothankeveryonewhoishere.Really

thisdinnerwouldn'tbepossiblewithoutmyfriends

inbusiness.Weareprosperingandgrowingand

makingmillions,beingthebetterpeoplethan

others"

Everyonesidelaughed.

"Togreatness"

Isawthereddotonhisforehead.

Everyone:"togreatness"



Me:"(whispering)Now"

Isaidandthenhewasdownandpeoplescreamed

runningaway.Werushedtowardshimandhe

wasn'tmoving.Hiswifewascrying.

Her:"No....no!"

Me:"Let'smovehertoasafeplace"

Her:"No....no"

Shewascryingastheguardtookheraway.Itwas

chaotic.

Mpande:"(whisperingtome)That'squick"

Me:"inandoutsituation"

Henodded.

"Everybodyspreadout"

Wenoddedandwewentout.

Me:"Ihopeyouleft"

Lunele:"Iaminmycarrightnow"

Me:"leave"

Lunele:"sharp"



Itookoutmygunandfollowedaftertherest.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwasheadingtobedratherearly.Utsabitboring

withnotvbutwhoamItosaythat.Ichangedintoa

nightwearandwentonmykneesandIprayedthen

afterIgotinbedandlookeduptheceiling.Iclosed

myeyesdriftingofftosleep.

______

(Laughing)

"Ngiyanicela(please,please)"

TheykeptonlaughingasIfeltthepain.Ifelt

everythingandIfeltlessaswell.

___

Iopenedmyeyesandbreathedout.Myheartwas



beatingfast.Iclosedthemagain.Icouldseethe

bloodbetweenmylegs.Icouldseemyselfcrying

atthecornerofnothavinganysleep.Icouldsee

myselfcryingoutforgodbutnothing

(Laughing)

Iopenedmyeyesandsatupandcried.Icradled

myselfandputmyhandovermymouthsoIdon't

makeanysoundsbuttearskeptonrunningdown

mycheeks.Thepainfulsensationfrommychest

andthroatcouldn'tbeignored.Thedooropened

andhewalkedin.ItbecamemoreworseandI

closedmyeyesandtheycontinuedstreamingfreely.

Icouldn'tholdinthelumpanymore.Itwaschoking

mewantingtobesetfree.Isobbedandjustbroke

down.Hecametomysideleavingwhateverthat

wasinthatbagonthefloorandcametoembrace

me.Icried.ForallthetimesIhavebeenraped,for

allthetimesIfellpregnantandmiscarried.Forall

thetimesthosecarscouldn'thitmeandsetmefree

.ForallthepainIhaveendured.

Lunele:"Shhh"



Isobbed.

Lunele:"Itsok.Iamhernow."

Herockedmebackandforth

Lunele:"Iamherenow."

Hecradledmebackandforth.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IwokeuptoamorningmessagebyMpendulo.It

reallymademymorning,heismakingmeshyatthe

sametime.IwokeupSthaandwenttobathher

thenmadesomebreakfastforheraswell.My

phoneranganditwasNdu.Ianswered.

Me:"Mpendulo"

Ndu:"Iamonmywaytofetchyou"

Me:"it'searlyyouknow"



Ndu:"Iknow.Iwanttoseeyouearly.Iamleaving

hometoday"

Me:"Oh,Isee"

Ndu:"yeah.So?"

Me:"that'sfine"

Ndu:"ok,Iwillbethere"

Me:"sharp."

WebothhungupandIwenttobathaswellandgot

dressed.Sihleisawfullyquiet.Usuallyheannoys

mewithacallortext.Ihopeheisfinethough.

Stha:"mommycanmyfriendcomelivewithus"

Me:"why?"

Stha:"shecriesmommy"

Me:"Iwillsee."

Ialreadyhadtoomuchonplate.Ican't.

Me:"comeletmetakeyoutoschool"

Wewalkedoutofthehouseandiwalkedherto

creche.



.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Hergriphasn'tloosenedaroundmywaist.Iknow

itsomethingthathastodofromwheresheisfrom.

Whereshewasbefore.Ipulledherclosertomeas

shegotburiedinmyarmsandisighedandmoved

herafroawayfromhereyes.Iloosenedhergrip

aroundmeslowlyandgotoffthebedandIwentto

thebagandopenedit.Ilookedatthemoneyinside

beforeIcloseditandIputitinsidethewardrobe.I

thentookmycocainestashanddidlinesand

sniffedonlytwo.Irubbedmynose,Ifeltsomeone

holdmefrombehindandIturnedandheldher.

Ntokomalo:"iamsorryaboutyesterday"

Me:"it'sok"

Ntokomalo:"Iwanttoforgetabouteverything.I

wishtoforget"



Me:"it'sok"

Shelookedatmeandranherfingersbymynose

anditouchedittoo.

Ntokomalo:"youalwaysleaveaspot"

Ichuckleandshesmiled.

Me:"turnaround"

ShedidandIkissedherneck.

Ntokomalo:"thankyouforeverything"

Me:"Don'tthankme"

Sheturnedtfaceme.

Ntokomalo:"justasimplethankyou"

IheldhercheeksandIleanedclosertoherandour

lipstouchedslightly.AsmuchasIwanttobutI

can'tdoit.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ntokomalo:"metoo"

Iclosedmyeyesandkissedherandsheresponded.

Myhandmovedtoherwaist.Hereyesgotwetand



webothopenedthembreakingthekiss.

Ntokomalo:"Iamsorry"

Sherushedoutoftheroom.

Me:"Shit!"

Ibangedmyhandonthewall.

Me:"Ntokomalo!"

Irushedafterher.

.

.

.
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★LUNELE★



"Ntokomalo"

Thefrontdoorwasopen.Shewasjuststanding

thereoutsidestaring,IwentclosertoherandI

wrappedmyarmsaroundherbodyandturnedher

aroundandshehadglossyeyesfilledwithtears.

Me:"Ntokomalo"

Isighedandplacedmythumbsonhercheeks

capturingtheteardrops

Ntokomalo:"Iamsorry"

Shesaidsoftlylookingatme.

Me:"It'sok"

Ipullhertomychestandshesniffs.

Me:"everythingisok"

Shenodded.Isighed.

Me:"Don'tworryIamhere."

Ikeptinholdingherclosertome.SheisVulnerable

,veryvulnerable.

.



.

.

★SIHLE★

IgotaphonecallfromMpandeaskingmeto

accompanyhimsomewhereandIagreedsinceI

havenothingtodosofar,lastnightwentquitewell

likeweplannedandwegotourmoney.Thisis

somethingwearejustgoodat.Improvedsince

Luneletaughtushowtodothingsfromthiskindof

job.Yeswecanbeanythingelsebesidesthisbut

welovethis.Itrunsinourbloodwithsuch

adrenaline.IgotoffmybedandItookmyphone

andIsawamessagefromVuyelwa.

"Ihopeyouareok"

Ijustdeleteditanddecidedtoblockhernumbers.I

can'tdoNdulikethatsoit'sbestthisway.Icalled

Mpande.Heanswered.

Mpande:"Sihle"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"



Mpande:"Somewhere.Itwouldbejustquick"

Me:"Ok.Fetchme,Idon'twanttodrive"

Mpande:"Surethen"

WebothhungupandIdraggedmyselftothe

kitchen.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IdroppedSthaoffandalreadyNduwaswaitingfor

measIapproachedhiscar,Igottohimandstood

infrontofhimandwejuststaredateachother.

Ndu:"Sowearegonnastareateachother?"

Ichuckledandgotclosertohimandhepulledmy

waistbeforehelaidasoftperkonmylips.I

closedmyeyesbeforeopeningthemagainand

lookedathim.



Ndu:"Goodmorning"

Me:"goodmorning"

Ndu:"Come,letmetakeyoutowork"

Ichuckled.

Me:"noonecouldsaynotoafreeride"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinsidebefore

hecloseditandwenttohissidethengotinsideand

startedtheignition.

Ndu:"Youlookbeautifultoday"

Me:"Thankyou"

Hekissedmycheek.Iwasblushingnonstop.

Me:"Stopthat"

Ndu:"IamresistingbutIcan't"

Me:"tryharder"

Ndu:"IwilltrybutIwon'tbeaccountablefor

anythingafterthat"

Me:"hayiMpendulo"

Ndu:"Iamspeakingthetruth"



Ishookmyhead.

Ndu:'butinallhonestyyouaresuchaturnon"

Me:"Ndu!"

Hechuckled.

Me:"reallynow?"

Ndu:"Iamsayingyouareturningmeon.Ididn't

sayanythingelse"

Me:"Thereisamessagebetweenthatline"

Ndu:"yourheadistoofar.Comeback"

Ihuffed.

Ndu:"OkshouldIsayyoulookwonderful"

Me:"yes"

Therewassilence.

Ndu:"still..."

Me:"Mpendulo"

Hechuckledandshookhisheadthenheldmyhand.

Ndu:"relaxwillyou?"



Ishookmyheadlookingoutsidethewindow.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Me:"ukahle?(Aeeyouok?)"

Shenodsandsmilesfaintly.

Me:"Gugu"

Gugu:'yeahIamfineLwande.Iamfine"

"MamaCelaamaships(mommycanIhavechips)"

Celiwe:"HereisR1"

Shegivesittohimandtheyrushout.

Celiwe:"Iamscared"

Me:"ofwhat?"

Celiwe:"givingbirth"

Gugu:"Iwon'tsayanything"



Sheclosedtheporridgeandmovedawayfromit.I

justlookedatherandthenwalkedout

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

LuneleandIwentbackinsidethehouseaftersome

timeandwestartedbycleaningupbeforeKhona

wokeup.Itwasn'tmuchofworkbutitwasthere.

HecameandsatmedownandtoldmethatI

neededimportantdocumentsandIagreewithhim

fully.IneededtorestabitastheyweretalkingsoI

wenttohisroomandlaidonthebedlookingatthe

ceiling.

"Whyareyourunningaway?"

Ilookedup.

Me:"Iamnot"

Hewalkedinfurtherandgotonthebedhovering



meandjustlookedatme.Myheartskippedabeat.

Lunele:"calmdown.Iwon'tdoanythingyouare

notcomfortablewith"

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Heperkedmylipsandmyeyesclosed.

Lunele:"Alotwillgoon"

HekissesmeandIrespondedtothekissandlet

everythingflow.Hishandgoestomywaistandup

mydresstomybreasts.Hishandsarecoldbut

thatdoesn'tdisturbmeatall.Istillhavemyeyes

closed.

.

.

.
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★VUYELWA★

IhaveknockedoffandIamjustwaitingfor

Mpendulotocomeandfetchmeashehadasked.

MeandSthaaregoingtosleepoverathisplace

today.Wehavedecidedtogivewhatwehadatry

aftersomanyweeksofuscontinuingwithwhatit

was.Hesteppedinandtoldmewhathewants

fromme.Iagreedaswell,Ilikehimandwantto

trusthim.IdobutIjustfearthathewillgetme.He

assuredmehewon'tbutIcan'tjustgetthatfearoff

himhurtingme.Iwaswaitingforhimalldone

whenMrsZiqubuwalkeddownthestairs.

Kamo:"youarestillhere"

Me:"Waitingfortransport"

Kamo:"okthendear"

Shewalkedtotheotherside.Icheckedthetime

andamessagepoppedinandit'sfromNdu.

"Iamoutside"



ItsaysandIstoodupalreadyonmyfeetmaking

mywayoutleavingandIopenedthedoor.He

stoodinforntofme.Ilookedathim,Ican'tget

throughtohim.Couldn'tforthepastfewweeks.I

don'tknowwhatIdidtohim.

Sihle:"Sho"

Me:"Hi"

Helooksatme.

Sihle:"canIpass?"

Me:"uhmsuresorry"

Iwalkedoutandhegotin.Ilookedbackashe

closedthedoor.Whyishebehavingthatway?

WhatdidIeverdotohim,Ithoughtwewerealways

cool.IgottoNduandhegotoutofthecarandwe

hugged.

Ndu:'youlookeddrained"

Me:"itwashotthat'swhy"

Ndu:"Iamgonnamakeyoucold"

Me:"Idon'tevenwanttoaskwhat'sthat"



Ndu:"youwillsee"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgetinthankinghim.

Hegoestotheothersideandgetsinbeforestarting

thecar.What'swrongwithSihle?That'sthe

questionIamtryingtoanswer.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Me:"Iheardthereisacommunitymeetinginafew

minutes."

Gugu:"haveyoueaten?"

Sheasksherchildren,theyallnod.

Gugu:"okthen.Getsomerest."

Theyallprepareforbed.

Celiwe:"Iwanttocomewithyou"

Gogo:"ComebackwithValidthingsnotthatyou



didn'thearanythinglookingattheneighboursboy"

Gugurolledhereyesasshechangedherbabygirl's

nappy.ShehandedhertoNtobewhosatonthe

spongeandlaidthebabynexttoher.Itookajacket

andworeitbeforeItookmybabyandputhimon

myback.IknowhewillberestlessonceIleave.

Gugu:"hecan'tdetachfromyou"

Me:"Nohecan't."

"BantubaseMalahleni(PeopleofMalahleni)!"

Weheartheannouncements.

Gogo:"HambaniNgiyekeukuma(goandstop

standing)"

Itakehispacifier.AlreadyGugu'sbabygirlisasleep.

Gugu:"let'sgo"

Herkids:"Byebyemama.Buyenoswidi(by

mommy.Comebackwithsweets)"

Gugu:"mamaUyangithanda(mommylovesyou)"

Them:"weloveyoutooandaunties"



Wesmiled,ohthesekidsareforeversweet.We

walkedoutandmadeourwayinbetweenthe

shacks.

Me:"Celiweyouok?"

Shenodded.

Celiwe:"yeahngiryt(yeahIamok)"

Inoddedaswekeptonwalkingthroughtheshacks

tillwegottowherepeoplegathered.The

municipalityisreallyhavingonewithus.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Islippedintomypyjamasandhewaslookingatme.

It'sweirdhowIamcomfortablenexttoLunele

anytime.Hemakesmefeelmorecomfortable

beinginhisspaceandhimbeinginmine.I

finishedgettingdressedandgotonthebedand



crawlednexttohimandhewrappedhisarms

aroundmebeforehekissedthetopofmyhead.We

haveneverdoneanythingexceedingthekissesand

thehugs.Iappreciatethatalot,hedoesn'twant

thatfromme.Hehasneversaidwherehewants

ustostandandIamnotlookingforatitelbecause

it'sgonnamessthingsup.

Lunele:"Ntoko"

Me:"Mmmh?"

Lunele:"Uyangazinginkingamina(youknowIam

alwaysaproblem)"

Inodded.

Lunele:"it'sscarythatIamscaredof...."

Ilookedathim.Helooksbadatmeandrunshis

thumbonmycheekbeforeheperksmylips.

Lunele:"Umuhle(youarebeautiful)"

Iblush.

Me:"Ngiyabonga"

Lunele:"(sigh)Ntokomalo"



Me:"Mmmh?"

Lunele:"Iamscared"

Me:"Ofwhat?"

Helooksatme.

Lunele:"Loosingyou"

That'sthefirsttimeanyonehassaidanythingtome.

Fearofloosingme.

Lunele:"Idon'twantyoubackthere"

Me:"Idon'twanttotoo"

Hesighsandpullsmecloser.

Lunele:"Itsucksseeingyoulikethatwhenyou

sleep."

Thereissilence.

Lunele:"Weareinthistogetherright?"

Inodded.Hekissedmyforeheadsoftly.

Lunele:"Goodthen"

IheavedaveryheavySighaswebothlaidin

silence.



.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Mom:"What'sgoingonbetweenyouandVee?"

Me:"Nothing"

Mom:"Mmmh"

ItooktheplasticsheinstructedmetotaketoSiphe.

Me:"Isthisit?"

Mom:"Whateveryouareavoiding.Talktoher

aboutit"

Me:"Sure"

Iwon't.

Mom:"yeahthat'sit"

Me:"Oksurethen"

Itookmycarkeysfromthecounter.



Me:"bye"

Mom:"byebaby"

IkissedhercheekandIwalkedoutofthehouse.I

wenttomycarandIhoppedinthenrang

Siphepheloandsheanswered.

Siphephelo:"Yeahwena(yes)"

Me:"Iamcomingtherein20minutes.Iwantyou

outsideyourresidence"

Siphephelo:"ohmypackage."

Me:"Idon'tgetwhyyoudidn'tcookforyourself"

Siphephelo:"bringmyfoodhere"

Me:"okthen"

IhangupandIstartedthecarbeforedrivingoffto

whereSiphephelolives.SincethedayIblocked

Vuyelwa,IprettymuchhopedIdon'tseeherever

againbutIjustdidtoday.ItfeltfreshwhenIsaw

herbutIknewthatIhadtomoveonatleastand

givemybrotherthespacetobehappy.

.



.

.

★NDALO★

IwalkedtothedoorandIleanedbyitandlookedat

himdroppingthetowelandlotioningwhilelooking

atthemirroraswell.Heworehisboxersandthen

wenttothesinkandwashedhishandsbefore

pickingthetowelupandfoldingit.Heturnedtome

andIwasstandingtherewatchinghim.

Nhlanhla:"howlonghaveyoubeenstandingthere

?"

Me:"notlong"

Iwalkedfurtherinsidethebathroomandwentto

him.Iplacedmyhandsonhisshouldersand

boostedmyselfupwithmytoesbeforelayinga

perkonhislips.

Me:"KamoaskshowIdealtwithyoueverysingle

dayfor30years"

Nhlanhla:"Whywouldsheaskthat?"



Me:"shesaidthatyouintimidateher"

HechuckledandIsmiled.

Me:"That'sgood"

Nhlanhla:"verygood.AkukhoMuntuozocabanga

ngumnganiwakhe(NowillwillthinkIamtheir

friend)"

Me:"yeah"

Nhlanhla:"Ihavefoundtheboy'saunt."

Me:"Siza'ssister?"

Henodded.

Me:"That'swonderful.Iamsuretheywillbehappy

"

Nhlanhla:"weshouldn'thavekeptitawayfrom

them."

Me:"Iagree."

Iranmyfingersonhisupperbodyandwentdown

tohisV-lineandIlookeddownbeforelookingupto

him.



Me:"Baby"

Nhlanhla:"whatyouaredoinghasaneffectonme

"

Iblushed.

Me:"IamgladIcanstillaffectyou"

Nhlanhla:"youaretheonlywomanwhowillturn

meon"

Hegivesmeakiss.

Nhlanhla:"andtheonlywomanwhowillalways

havemyheart"

Me:"samehereSthandwaSam"

Wesharedakiss.IstilllovehimlikethefirsttimeI

fellforhim,itgrowsdailyandneverrunsout.My

loveforhimwillneverrunout.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★



"Sinenkinganesimo,Umasipalaufunaukusisusa

athatheindawoyethu.Sesahlalalahiminyaka

,asifuniukuHamba(wehaveaproblemand

situation,themunicipalitywantstoremoveusand

takeourplace.Wehavelivedhereforyearsandwe

don'twannaleave)"

People:"yeah!"

Theychangedandstartedtalkingallofthematthe

sametime.Iamjustscaredofloosingourhome.

Weonlyknowthisplace.

"umaefunasisuke.Akasitholeleenyeindawo

engconikunale(iftheywantustoleave,theymust

findabetterplaceforus!)"

People:"yebo!"

"Enamanzi,Ugeziohambayo.(Withwaterand

electricity)"

Everyone:"Yes"

Heisreallyleadingthismeeting.

"Sizo...(Wearegoingto...)"



"Umlilo.Ziyashaizindlu(fire!Theshacksare

burning)"

OhmyGod.Everyonescatters.Itiemybaby

properlyonmyback.

Gugu:"Ihopeithasn'treachedhome."

Celiweisbehindasherstomachisheavyforher.It

startstogethotasweareapproachingourshacks

andourareaisburning.

Gugu:"InganeZami!(Mykids)"

Sheranin.

Me:"Gugu!!"

Somemenstoppedmeandonefollowedafterher.

Peoplewereinbucketspouringwaterontheshacks.

Celiwe:"Lwande"

Me:"ugogo,Ingane(Granny,thekids)"

Celiwe:"ohmyGod"

Icouldfeelmykneesgettingweaker.Icouldhear

GuguScreaming.



"NgifunaabantabamiNgiyeke!!Ngiyeke!!(Iwant

mykids,leavemealone!!Leavemealone!!)"

Everyonewastryingtheirhardesttooutthefireout

beforeitspreadstoomuch.Myheartskippeda

beat.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

IgottoSiphepheloandshewasamess.

Me:"youlookugly"

Siphe:"givememyfood"

Igavehertheplastic

Siphe:"thankyou"

Me:"Ihopeyouhavenoboy"

Siphe:"Iam24Sihleplease"

Sheturnedandwalkedoff.



Me:"ifyougetpregnantIwillstranglehim!"

Shewavedherhanddismissingme.Iwatchedher

leaveandgoinside,.Iwalkedbacktomycar.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Thesharppainonmychestcouldn'tsubside.Only

exceeded,CeliweandIwereholdingeachother

sniffingwhilethefiredepartmentwasheretoput

thefireout.Guguwasscreamingherlungsout

wantingherchildren.Ilookedatmyson.Ifeelthe

painforher.IfIlefthimtoowherewouldIbe.

Gugu:"(choking)NgifunainganeZami,ngifuna

inganeZami(Iwantmykids,Iwantmykids)"

Shekeptoncryingthat.Shekeptonchantingthat

astheoldwomanheldher.

Woman:"PhephisaMntanami(Iamsorrymychild



)"

Gugu:"AweNkosingenziwani.InganeZami,

ThathaminaJesu(Ohgodwhatisbeingdoneto

me.Mykids,TakemeJesus)"

Shesobbedandchokedonhersobs.

Celiwe:"Alwande"

shelookedatmeandIwipedhertears.

Me:"Nana"

Iheldherastearsrandownmycheeks.

Paramedicscameaswell,somefirefighterscame

backholdingbodies,onewasholdingtwobodies.

Firefighter:"Theypassedoutbinthemiddleofthe

shacks.Theyinhaledalotofsmoke"

Gugurushedtowardsthemandwedidtoo.Itwas

twoofherkids.Shewentonherknees.

Gugu:"Wakeup.WakeupforMommy."

Paramedic:"mampleasemovebackandletusdo

ourjob.Let'stakethemaway"

Theytookthemaway.



Gugu:"wherearemyotherkids?"

Firefighter:"Iamafraidtheyburnedinthere.We

couldn'tgothrough"

Gugu:"OhNkosi"

Shewasabouttofaintbuttheyheldher.

Me:"Gugu"

Gugu:"MykidsLwande"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ididn'tknowwhattosay.Wefollowedthe

paramedicswithherotherkids.Shecouldn'tstop

cryingandIwouldn'tstopeither.Mysonwas

asleep.Ntobe'sarmwasbandaged.

Paramedic:"Thesmallbabyinhaledtoomuch

smoke"

Celiwe:"thatmeans"

Wesawhimcoveringherinasheet.

Gugu:"No...No...No!!"

Wecomfortedher.Itwassopainfultoseemy



sisterlikethat.CeliwebusterdintotearsandI

joinedin.

Gugu:"ohgod"

WegottothehospitalandtheyrushedNtobeinside.

Weweretoldtowait.Wesatthethreeoffusand

criedoureyesout.Wearehopingandprayingthat

Ntobegetsok,thatshesurvives.

Gugu:"NgayiningaphandlekwaboLwande

ngingathini?(WhatwouldIbewithoutthem?What

wouldIbe?)"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Gugu:"ithurts.Ithurtssomuch,ithurtssomuch.

"

Celiwe:"Wearesorry"

MyphonerangandItookitoutofmybraand

answeredit.

Me:"(sniff)hello"

Mpande:"Lwande.Areyouok?"

Me:"Whatdoyouneed?"



Mpande:"momjustcalledandsaidshehasan

unsettlingfeeling.Iwasjustcheckingifyouguys

areok"

Isobbed.Icouldn'tholditin.

Mpande:"Iamcoming"

Hehungup.Whereishecoming?Hedoesn'tknow

whereIam,udon'tentertainthatthough.We

comfortGuguuntilshehashiccups.Wearewaiting

foranyonetosome.ThenursecomestousandI

standupwithmyson.

Me:"Howisshe?"

Sheshurgged.

Nurse:"it'snotgood."

Welookedather.

Nurse:"Shewassuffocatedbythesmokeshe

didn'tmakeit"

Guguscreamed.Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Th...Thankyou"

Shewalkedoff.



.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★MPANDE★

IwasalreadyinbedwhenIcalledAlwande,mom

justcalledmeoutofthebluesayingsheisnotok

andwasjustcheckinguponmesoIdecided

maybetocheckifeverythingisfinewithmyson

andAlwande.IgotoffthebedandIputonsome

tracksuitsonmeandsneakers.IdialedSihleand

heanswered.



Sihle:"Sharp"

Me:"ShitishappeningwithAlwande.Whereare

you?"

Sihle:"Ontheroad.Whatdoyouneed?"

Me:"fetchme"

Sihle:"sure"

IhungupandIcalledAlwandeandsheanswered.I

couldhearscreaming.

Lwande:"Mpande"

Me:"whereareyou?"

Lwande:"Thehospital."

Me:"Sure"

IhungupandtookmyhousekeysandIrushedout

lockingmyflat.IrandownthestairsandwhenI

wasonthefirstfloorIjumpedovertherailand

Sihle'scarwasapproaching.Ilandedonmyfeet

andrushedtohiscar,Iopenedthedoorandgotin.

Sihle:"AndthenYoujumpingfromafloor"



Me:"somethinghappened.Alwandeisatthe

hospital.Itcouldbemyson"

Sihle:"Yho.Let'sgo"

Hedroveoff.Ilaidbackonthecarseat.

Sihle:"Everythingisok"

Me:"Ihopeso.Mom'sgutfeelingisgetting

strongerassheages."

Sihle:"it'soldage"

Me:"Still"

Sihle:"wewilljusthavetosee"

Inodded.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwatchedhimwipehisnoseafterdoinghisthing.I

havetoldhimwhyhedoesn'tstopbutitdoesn'tend



well.Ileftitlikethat.Hewenttoopenthewindow

andhelitthebluntthathepreparedearlieron.He

tookasmalldragandlookedatitbeforelookingout.

Thebreezeismovingthecurtain.Itscoldoutside

butwarmwhereIam.Ipullthecoverstomyself

andwatchhimtakeasmoke.Khonaisoutand

aboutwhereverheis,thatIknow.Sometimesinthe

morningIseedifferentgirls.Makemeinsecureand

wonderwillLunelealsofindonelikethatorhewill

maybelikeoneofthegirlsKhonabrings.

Lunele:"NtokomaloIhavebeencallingyou"

Isnappedoutofmythoughts.

Me:"yes?"

Lunele:"comehere"

IgotoffthebedandIwenttohim.Hepulledmeby

thewaistandItookthebluntandtookadrag.I

wasstartingtogetthehangofit.Hekissesmy

neck.

Me:"WearedamagedLunele"

Lunele:"Iamnot."



Me:"theamountofcocaineyoutakeworriesme"

Hishandsmovefrommychesttomywaistandhe

plantsanotherperk.

Lunele:"Don'tworry.Iwillbeok"

Me:"peoplediefromthis"

Lunele:"IsaidIwillbeokNtokomalo.Ngishilo

ngizobagrand.KadeNgigrand,ufunanikanti?(I

saidIwillok,Ihavealwaysbeenok,whatdoyou

want?)"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"Iwantyoutostop"

Lunele:"Ican'tjuststop.It'ssomethingIam

addictedto"

Hetakesthebluntfrommyhandsandtakesapuff.

Lunele:"Don'tworryok?"

Hepuffsthesmokeout.

Lunele:"uyangizwa?(Youhearme?)"

Inod.



Lunele:"Sogxhabana(wearegonnahavea

problem)"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Hebiteshisbottomlipandhekissesme.Ikisshim

backclosingmyeyes,Everytimehekissesmeor

touchesmeIfeelworthyofsomesort.Hebreaks

itslowly.

Lunele:"Sizobagrand(wearegonnabeok)"

Inodded.Heperkedmylips.Idohavefeelingsfor

him.Iwon'tlie,justdon'tknowwhattheyarefor,

It'sfeelingsIhaveforhimandIdeeplycareforhim

asmuchashedoesforme.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Guguhadhiccups.Wedidn'tmovefromwherewe

are,GogowasGone.Thekidsweregone.Everyone



wasgone.WehadjustthethreeofusandGuguis

notinawellstate.

"Lwande"

IcouldhearhisvoiceandIsawhimlookaround

withhisbrotherbeforetheypointedourwayandhe

camerushingourway.

Mpande:"Areyouok?"

Ishookmyheadandtearsjustrandownmycheeks.

Hetookthebabyandasignofrelievewashedover

him.Sihlecrouchedinfrontofus.

Sihle:"What'swrong?"

Sihlehasalwaysbeencaringdeepdown,more

thanMpande.

CeliwewassilentandGuguwashavinghiccups.

Mpande:"Whyareyouhere?"

Me:"ou...ourhomeburneddown."

Tearsleftmyeyes.Gugustartedcryingallover

againandSihlejusttookherinhisarmstocomfort

her.



Gugu:"IwantthemLwande.LwandeIwantthem"

HowcouldIbringherchildrenback?Howcould

Godtakeall4ofthemawayfromher.

Sihle:"Shhwewillgetthem."

Me:"Wecan't"

Mpande:"nothingisimpossiblewithus"

Ilookedatthem.

Me:"UnlessyouareGodthenyoucan.Idon't

rememberyouguysbeingthat!"

Mpande:"Calmdown."

Gugu:"Iwantmykids.Iwantmykids."

Shecriedhysterically.

Gugu:"IhateyouLwande"

Me:"What?!"

Gugu:"youknew.Youknewtheyweregonnadie.

That'swhyyoutookyourchildwithyou"

Me:"youknowmysondoesn'tsettleifIleavehim.

Don'tbullshitonmeGugu!!"



Sihle:"everyonecalmdown.Don'tshoutateach

other"

Hisvoicewasauthoritive

Celiwe:"Theydied.Theyalldied"

Welookedather.

Mpande:"let'sgoandgetyouguysrested.It's

beenlong"

Ithasbeenlong.Weneedtorest,Itookmychild

fromhisarms.Helooksatme.

Mpande:"Iwillholdhim.Heisnotgoinganywhere

"

Ibreathedoutandnodded.SihlecarriedGuguout

whowasstillcryingtothecar.

.

.

.

★SIPHEPHELO★



Iwassittingonthecouchwatchingtv.Itrangonce

moreandnojustlookedatthephoneandcarried

onwithwhatIwasdoing.

"soyouareignoringme"

Ijumped,myheartwasbeatingfast.

Me:"DamnSakhileyouarescaringme.Don'tdo

that,howdidyougetin?"

Sakhile:"Whyareyouignoringme?"

Me:"Idon'twannatalktoyou"

Sakhile:"toobadbecausecouplestalk"

Me:"Sakhile"

Hemovedcloser.

Sakhile:"arewegonnadoittheeasyorhardway?"

Iknowthehardway.Iswallowedandlookeddown.

Icrossedmylegs.Hechuckled.

Sakhile:"Ihaven'ttouchedyou."

Hwcamecloserandheldmywaist,slippedhis



handinmypyjamasandpanties.Hisfingerslipped

inmycookie.

Sakhile:"alreadywet"

Hethrustedhisfingerinsideme.

Me:"Sakhile"

Iclosedmyeyes.

Sakhile:"come.Letmepunishyou"

Hetookitoutandmademelickitbeforepickingme

upandgoingtowardsthebedrooms.Iwantedhim

atthesametimeIknowwhat'sgoingtogodown

oncehethrowsmeonthebed.Iwillregretignoring

hiscallsthewholedayfornothing.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

WegotSthaandshesleptonthewayto



Mpendulo'sflat.Whenwegotthereweordered

foodandshewasawakeaswell.Weallsat

togetherandjustwatchedmoviesaftermovies

enjoyingeachother'scompanytillitwaslateand

Sthawasgonnasleepinaseperateroom.Shewas

excited.Shealwaystellsmeaboutherfriend

Zinhle.HasZinhlereportedtoherfamilymembers

aboutthisissueortoldhermotherwhatheruncleis

doingtoher.Iwalkedoutonceshewasasleepand

wenttojoinNdu.Hewasinbedalready.

Me:"thisisgonnabeweird"

Ndu:"what?"

Heputhisphoneaway.

Me:"sharingabedwithyou"

Ndu:"It'snotgonnabeweird.Ihavewantedtodo

thatwithyou"

Me:"excuseme?"

Ndu:"don'tthinktoomuch"

IshookmyheadandtookoutwhatIneededformy

nightwear.



Ndu:"HowaboutwemakeSthaabigsisterastime

goes?"

Helickshislips.

Me:"Iamnotgoingdownthatroadalone."

Ndu:"Iwillbehere"

Me:"yeahright"

Irolledmyeyes.Hegotoffthebed.

Ndu:"Babe"

Heheldmefrombehind.

Ndu:"Iamnothim.IamnotStha'sbiological

father."

Isighed.

Ndu:"Iwillmarryyouoneday.That'showmuchI

wantyouinmylife.Iloveyou"

Iturnedtolookathim.Thisisthefirsttimehehas

saidhelovesme.

Ndu:"Don'tbeshocked.Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou

)"



Iblushed.

Ndu:"mmmh?"

Inodded.Heperkedmylips.

Ndu:"gochangesoIcancuddleyouthewhole

night"

Me:"nosex?"

Ndu:"nosex."

Me:"ok"

Ndu:"gochange"

Iperkedhislipsbeforegoingtochange.Iamglad

hesaidthat,Ijusthavetoseewhereandhowfar

heistakinghiswords.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Everyonewassilentinthecarandnoonewas



talkingtoanyone.Ikeptoncheckingthematthe

backonthereviewmirror.Theywereholdingeach

otherwiththebaby.IlookedatMpande,whereare

wetakingthem.?

Me:"Sowhat'stheplan?"

Mpandelookedatme.

Mpande:"Iamnotsure"

Me:"Youhavetomakeitfast."

Mpande:"IwilltakeLwandeandthelittleone.You

taketheolderone.Ican'tdealwith3cryingwomen.

"

HewhisperedandIlookedattheback.

Me:"Sure."

Mpande:"wewillsorteverythingelselater"

Me:"IwillcallSiphephelotogetthemstuff"

Mpande:"That'sgood."

Lwande:"Mpande"

Mpandeturnstotheback.



Mpande:"Lwande"

Lwande:"Thankyou.YoutooSihle"

Ismiled.

Mpande:"Anytime"

Hesmiledandlookedatme.

Me:"don'tgetanyideaswithher"

Mpande:"Iamnot"

Ishookmyhead.Hebetternothaveanyideas.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★ALWANDE★



WegottoMpande'sapartment.Iwasvery

skepticalwithGuguleavingusbuttheyall

reassuredbethatsheisingoodhandswithSihle,if

Idon'tfeelsaferthentheycouldtryandgetmeto

gototheirhome.Idon'twantthat.Thisisfineat

themoment.SihleleftwithGugu,Iamstillworried

abouther.Willshebeokaftersometime?Ofcause

shewouldn'tthesekidswereherprideandjoy.

Eventhoughshegoteachifthembadlyorended

withthefatherbadlybutshestilllovedthemso

muchandnowtheyaregone.

Mpande:"Iorderedsomefoodsoyoucaneatand

youcanfreshenupifyouwantbeforeresting."

Celiwelooksatme.

Me:"wewilljustsleep."

Henodsandtakeshissoninhisarms.

Mpande:"Bymorningwewillhaveeverythingyou

need"

InoddedandheldCeliwe'shand.



Mpande:"Sowhoimpregnatedthelittleonesowe

canpoundhim"

Me:"Mpande"

Mpande:"What?Ifshewasmylittlesistertheguy

wouldbedead"

Igasped.

Me:"Haibodon'tsaythat.Don'tkillotherkids"

Celiwewassilent.

Me:"Ungamnaki(don'tentertainhim)"

SheletoutasobandIhuggedher.

Me:"YouseeMpande.IfIhadabrotherhewould

havepoundedyou"

Mpande:"OkaskiesLwande"

ShekeptonsobbingandIrubbedherback.

Me:"Shhnana.Sorry"

Shesniffed.

Celiwe:"It'ssirsisi"

Istoppedrunningherback.Ilookedather.



Me:"ComeagainCeliwe"

Shewipedherfaceandlookedatme.

Celiwe:"Itwas..it'smymathsteacher.Heisthe

father"

Mpande:"Thefuck!"

Me:"woahCeliwe,angizwakahleAngizwanga(I

can'thearyouproperly.Comeagain)"

Celiwe:"He...he"

Shecried.

Mpande:"Ithinkwehavetogotoerschooland

haveatalkwiththisteacher"

Celiwe:"Ididn'twanttoLwande.Ididn't,Iwas

readytodropmathsbuthedidn'twantmeto"

Myheartjusttoreapart.Ifailedher,Ifailedto

protecther.

Me:"IamsorryCeliwe.Ifailedyou"

Wehuggedeachotherandcried.Todayistoo

much,Ican'tfathomthepaininmyheart.It'stoo

muchlikeit'sgoingtoburst,Mpandestandsup.



Mpande:"foodishere"

Hegetsupandwalkstothedoorandcomesback

withit.Wearestillinthesameposition,Hecame

backaftersometimeandcrouchedinfrontofus.

Mpande:"It'stoughIknow.Iknowyouaregonna

bitemyheadoffLwandesayingIdon'tunderstand

whatyouguysaregoingthroughandIdon't.

Loosingahome,aparentandalsokidsaswell.It's

harderfindingoutthatyourlittlesisterwas

molestedbyateacher.Wecan'tfixmostofthe

stuffImentionedbutwecanfixtwoandthatisa

homeandtheteacher.Tomorrowwearegoingto

yourschoolandIwillshowthatteacherwhatIam

madeoff.Dotellyoursistersifthingslikethis

happenandLwandewilltellmeaswell.Weareall

inthistogetherok?"

Celiwenodded.

Mpande:"evenifaboystopsyou.TellmeIwillsort

himout,Iwantnoboysaroundyoutillyouare30"

Shegiggled.

Mpande:"That'sgood.Noweatsoyoucangoand



rest"

Ilookedathimandhewinkedatme.Ilookedaway

,Celiwestartedeatingandifollowedaswell.What

Mpandesaidreallytouchedme.Webotharebefore

retiringtobed,IsleptwithCeliweandMpandetook

oursonawaywithhim.Ifhewakesuphewilldeal

withit.Ifeeltired.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Ibroughtfoodbutshedidn'twantany,Iwenttoget

warmwaterinthebathtubsoshecouldrelaxher

musclesbeforeshesleepsandshewasn'tjust

moving.Shewassilentnow,hereyesredandpuffy

,soashernose.Ibathedher,thatwastheoption

Ihadandshedidn'tmoveaninchbutshewasstill

breathing.Ican'thelpbutfeelsorryforherbutI

knowIshouldn'tpityheronlytryandhelpher,her



littlesistersneedherafterthiswholething.They

needtobeokforeachother,Igotheroutand

wrappedherinatowelandpickedherupgoingto

mybedroom.IlaidheronthebedandIwentto

takemyt-shirtthendressedherinitbeforegetting

herundertheblankets.

Me:"Iwillbeintheguestroomifyouneedme"

ShekeptquietandIwalkedoutofmyroomand

wenttothekitchentosorteverythingoutbeforeI

gotosleep.IsentamessagetoSiphephelowhatI

wouldneedbymorningbutshedidn'treply,when

sheseesitthenshewillseeit.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iwaswokenupinthemorningbysomeshifting.It

wasearlymorningbythelooksandIsatup,looked

athimgettingdressed.IrubbedmyeyessothatI



canhaveamoreclearvision.

Me:"youaregoing?"

Lunele:"Iwillbeback"

Inodded.

Lunele:"haveyouseenmy..."

Me:"Iouteverythinginthewardrobesimplyforyou

tosee"

Hesmiledandwenttoitandtookoutawhitetop.I

haveneverseenhimworkout.Onlyjoggingthathe

sayshedoes.

Lunele:"Ihavetorushsomewhere.Iwillbeback"

Me:"Ok"

Heworeat-shirt.Hesprayedabitifperfumeand

puteverythingawaybeforetakinghiscarkeysand

hecomestomeandgivesmeakiss.

Lunele:"behave"

Me:"Iwill."

Lunele:"Iwilltoo"



Igiggledandhekissedmyforeheadbeforerushing

out.Ilaidbackonthebed.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Iwokeupinthemorningandwenttowarmthefood

fromlastnightinthekitchen.Icheckedmyphone

foranymessagesbuttherewasnothinginteresting.

SiphephelorepliedthatshewillgeteverythingandI

thankedher,IwenttothebedroomandIknocked

twicebeforewalkinginandIfroze.

Me:"woahoutthatdown."

Ifeelstupid.HowdidshefindwhereIputmygun?

WhywouldIleaveitinthisroom..

Me:"thinkaboutyoursistersGugu,theystillneed

you"

Iwalkedcloser.



Me:"becarefulwiththat"

Iwalkedslowlyandslowlyclosertoher.

Me:"Gugudon'tdoanythingstupid"

SheclosedhereyesandIrushedtoherasshe

pulledthetriggerbutnothingcameout.Iwas

relievedasItookthegunfromherhands.Ichecked

thebulletsandtherewasnothing.Iftherewasany

bulletswewouldbetalkinganotherstoryrightnow.

Me:"Gugu"

Shesobs.

Gugu:"Iwantmybabies"

Iholdherinmyarmsandshecries.

Gugu:"Iwantmybabiesthat'sall"

Ihushedherthat'sallIcoulddo.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★



IwokeupearlierthanCeliwe.Itookthetimeto

lookather.Idon'tknowthepainthatCeliwegoes

throughandaswellasGugu,whathappenedto

themIdon'twishituponanyone.Ibrushedher

faceandgotoffthebedandwalkedoutoftheroom.

IfoundMpandealldressedupwiththebabyonthe

tablewhilehetriedtochangehisnappy.Ijust

lookedathim.

Mpande:"doesn'tthispackagecomeoutwitha

manual?"

Iwantedtolaugh.

Mpande:"eish.Idon'twanttowakeyourmother

up.Wewilljusthavetosoldieron"

Heputsthepackagingdownandhetriestochange

himtillhesucceeded.Wellalmostbutgoodenough

.

Mpande:"Iseenowwhydaddidn'twanttochange

ournappies,thisishard"

Hepickedhissonupandcradledhiminhisarms.



Me:"didhebath?"

Helookedmyway.

Mpande:"no,IamscaredIwilldrownhim"

Inodded.Iwalkedclosertothemandtookthe

usednappyandwenttothrowitawayandcame

back.

Mpande:"canyoubathhim?"

Me:"yes.Letmeshowyou"

Mpande:"ok"

Itookthebabyandwewenttothebathroom

together.Iopenedsomewaterinthebathtub.Not

toomuchandthenwarmeritbeforeIundressed

himandheldhimbyhisarmpitandstartedbathing

him.

Mpande:"Whotaughtyouthis?"

Myheartaches.

Me:"mygrandmother"

Mpande:"Iamsorry"



Inodded.Icarriedonbathingthelittleone.I

finishedup.Itookhimout.Mpandeheldhim.

Me:"wecangethimdressednow"

Mpande:"Iwilltrythatwhileyoufreshenup.Stuff

isonmybed"

Me:"ok"

WebothwalkedoutandIwenttohisroomandtook

whatIneededandwenttothebathroomtobath

andbrushmyteeth.OnceIwasdoneIgotoutwith

atowelaroundmeandwenttowhereheis.

Me:"Iamdone"

Mpande:"Iamcoming"

Inoddedandwaited.Hegotdoneandputthelittle

oneonthefloorthenhecametome.

Mpande:"come"

Ifollowedafterhim.Iwasnervous,Iamalways

nervousgettinginabedroomwithMpande.Iam

followingbehindhimandIgotin.Hegoesand

closesthedoorandIaminstantlyscared.



Mpande:"thesearetheclothes.Notsurewhatsize

yoursister'sare"

ILookedathim.

Me:"thankyou"

Istoodtherewaitingforhimtoleave.

Mpande:"LwandeIknowyoubody"

Me:"Mpande"

Hetakesalotion..

Mpande:"come"

Heranhisfingersonmybodyandsmearedlotion

onhishands.Hemademedropmytowelandhe

startedlotioningme.Ifeltgoosebumpsallovermy

bodyandbutterfliesasheranhisfingers.

Mpande:"Iamsorryforhurtingyou"

Ikeptquiet.Hekissedmyneckandmykneesfelt

weak.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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★VUYELWA★

IopenedmyeyesonlygofindNdustillasleep.He

reallydoessleepifhehasn'twokenupbynow.He

ishandsome,Justlikehisfatherandhislipsare

inviting.Hisparentsreallycreatedagoodgemout

ofhim.Iranmyfingersonhissmoothfacebut

thatwokehimup.Helookedatmeandsmiled.

Ndu:"Ithoughtantswerewalkingonmyface"

Ilaughed.

Ndu:"GoodmorningSthandwaSam"

Iblushed.



Me:"Goodmorning"

Ndu:"howdidyousleep?"

Hepullsmeclosertohim.

Me:"Verywellthankyou.Wena?(You)"

Ndu:"Ihaveneverhadapeacefulsleeplikethis

oneinmylife"

Me:"Nowthat'sexaggerating"

Ndu:"it'struethough"

Hekissedmyforehead.

Ndu:"weshouldcheckonourdaughter"

Me:"ohStha,Iforgot"

Ndu:"Isee"

Ihithischestplayfullyandwegotoffthebed.We

madeitandwalkedout.Wefoundhersittingonthe

bedintheotherroom.

Me:"Baby"

Sherushedtomeandwesharedahug.

Me:"Howdidyousleep?"



Stha:"LikethisandthenlikethisthenIslepthere

andthenhere"

Welaughed.Shewasrollingalloverthebed

showingushowsheslept.

Me:"iamgladyousleptlikethat"

Shenodded.

Ndu:"Iboughtcerealsforyou"

Sheclappedherhands.Itookher.Myphonerang

andIwenttotakeit.IoutSthadownandshewent

withNdu.ItwasSihle,IcollectedmyselfbeforeI

answered.

Me:"Hi"

Sihle:"HiVuyelwa"

Me:"Longtime"

Sihke:"Yeah"

Me:"Sihlewhat'supwith...."

Hespoke.

Sihle:"CanIspeaktoStha?"



Me:"uhmohok"

ItookmyphoneandwenttoStha.

Me:"SthauncleSihlewantstospeaktoyou"

Shetookthephoneandwalkedoff.

Stha:"helloMalume"

Ididn'thearanythingafterthat.Iwonderwhatthey

aretalkingabout.

Me:"Whyisyourbrotherignoringme?"

Ndu:"like?"

Me:"Whenwemeetheiscold.Heblockedmy

numbers.WhatdidIdowrong?"

Ndu:"Iwillaskhim."

Me:"ok"

Sthacameback.

Stha:"YesMalumethere.Okbyebye"

Shehungupandgavemethephone.

Me:"Whatwasheasking?"



Stha:"Zinhlemommy,myfriend."

Ndu:"whatfriend?"

Mw:"neighborhoodfriend."

Ndu:"what'sspecialabouther?"

Me:"NothingreallysoIamwonderingwhatdoes

hewantfromher."

Ndu:"couldbesomethingvalid."

IlookedatNdu.WhatdoesSihlewantfromthat

child?Hebetternot..Ican'teventhinkaboutthat.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Celiwewokeupandsheatebeforeshewenttobath.

Mpandewasdeterminedaboutusgoingtothe



schoolandheseemedpissedoffaswell.We

finishedeverythingandwewereonourwayout.

Mpande:"Youwillshowmethatteacherright?"

Celiwenodded.

Mpande:"Okgood"

Therewassilenceinthecar.Welookedateach

otherwithCeliwbandhisphonerang.Heanswered

andstartedtalkingtothepersonontheotherside.

Wekeptoursilence.Wefirstwenttohishomeand

herushedinsideandwenttodropThebabyinside.

IwasskepticalbutIcan'tbringthebabyinthat

situation.WethenleftandwenttoCeliwe'sschool

andwegotthere,thekidswereinsidealready.We

waitedabit.

Mpande:"wearejustwaitingforsomepeople"

Inodded.Probablyhisbrothers.Acarpulledupa

bitfarfromtheonewewerein.

Mpande:"let'sgo"

WeallgotoutandItookCeliwe'shandandhis

brotherscameout.



Khona:"Makotiwam(mywife)"

Iwasoncefondofhim.HeisnicebutIjustcut

everyoneoutwhenMpandedidwhathedidtome.

Mpande:"Tseksingashayisani(let'snotargue)"

Lunele:"Mmmh"

Heisveryintimidating.Somuch.

Khona:"Sowhat'shappening?"

Mpande:"wearesortingthatteacherout"

Lunele:"Asivayeni(let'sgo)"

Wefollowedafterhim.Thesecurityguylookedat

us.

Him:"nginganisiza?(Canihelpyou?)"

Lunele:"KhonauTshishaesizohlangananayelah

(thereisateacherweareheretomeet)"

Khona:"Vulalahwena(openhere)"

Heshakesthegate.Thesecuritymanopensup

andwewalkinside.IholdCeliwe'shandandshe

putstheotheronherstomach.



Lunele:"Alreadynginyanyileblind(Iamalready

disgusted)"

Mpande:"Nakimi(metoo)"

Thelooksontheirfacessaysitall.Wearewalking

throughthewholeschool.

Celiwe:"theprincipal'sofficeisthere"

Mpande:"Sifunayena.HayiuPrincipalsobuye

simbonelowo(Wewanthim,nottheprincipal.We

willseehimlater)"

Celiwe:"Hisclassisthatside."

Lunele:"ncncakasazi(hedoesn'tknowus)"

Khona:"Forreal"

Iwasgettingnervous.Wegottotheclassandhe

wasteachingagrade.

Celiwe:"that'shim."

Irubbedherhand.

.

.



.

★CELIWE★

Myheartwasbeatingfast.Thelooksfrommy

classmatesandtheystarttalkingamoungst

themselves.TheyhavealwayssaidIgethigh

marksbecauseIsleptwithmyteacherthat'swhyI

ampregnantbuttheydidn'tknowthatheactually

rapedmewithoutmyconsent.AmIgettingmy

justicetoday?Ireallyhopemespeakingup

doesn'tgoinvain.Lunelebangsthedoorwithone

fistandit'ssilent.

Sir:"Niwobanininaningenakanjeeclassinilami

(Whoareyoutoentermyclasslikethis?)"

Myheartisbeatingfast.Iamscaredofhim.

Mpande:"don'tyouseeourlittlesister?"

Sirlooksatme.

Sir:"Whyareyounotatschool?Youwillgetin

troubleyounglady."

Lunelethrowsinthefirstpunch.Thekidsscream.



Khona:"Voetsekshlama"

HethrowsintheotherandIamshaking.

"Mem!Mem!"

Oneofthekidsshout.IlookatthemandIseeMy

friendwinkingatmeandshowsmeathumbsup.I

smileaswell.Shehasbeenpushingmetospeak

up.Luneleholdssirbythecollarofhisshirtand

plastershimontheboard.

Mpande:"youchosethewrongchildtorape"

Sir:"Ididn'trapeher"

Lunele:"Bullshit"

Hebangshimontheboardandteachersare

rushingin.KhonaandMpandetakeouttheirguns

asmaleteacherstrytocomeandassist.

Khona:"Voetsek.Thisisbetweenusandhim."

Principal:"Iwillcallthepolice"

Lunele:"Thenweareallgoingtojailwithhim."

Heleansbysir'sear.



Lunele:"Youknowwhat'sfunnyisthatyouwillbe

deadinsidethinasiphumekanjalonje,akwenzi

mehluko(Wewillgetoutlikethat,itdoesn'tmake

anydifference)"

Sirwasintears.

Sir:"Iamsorry."

Mpande:"tshelaunyokolokho(tellyourmother

that)"

Theycarryonbeatinghimupevenwhenheasked

forMercy.Iwatched.Iwatchedthembeatupmy

rapist.KhonatakesoutaknifeandthenIhear

policesirens.Everyoneisbythedoor.Somekids

bythewindows,outsidewatching.Khonastabs

histhighsandstabshisballs,hecries.

Khona:"uyogcinangalawaamasendeenganeni

yasekhaya(itwillbethelasttimeyourapemy

sister)",

Hekeptonstabbingandthepolicecamein.

"Everyonefreeze"

Principal:"Cuffthem"



Officer:"haiboNina.Nenzanimanje?(Youguys,

whatareyoudoing?)"'

Mpandekeepsonhittingsir.

Alwande:"Mpande"

Hestops.

Lunele:"Thisisalessontoallofyou.Nobody

messeswithourfamilyandgetsawaywithit"

Officer:"Woahwhat'sgoingon?"

Principal:"Youarestillasking"

Nana:"Sirrapedmyfriend!"

Everyonegasped.

Officer:"kanti,let'sgogentlemen"

Theyturnedandwalkedoff.Theprincipalwasafter

them.

Mpande:"Youarenotcomingbackhere"

InoddedandlookedatNana.Wewalkedout.Their

handswerebloody.

Khona:"Iwanttokillhim."



Lunele:"youprobablydid"

Khona:"Nx."

Everyonewassilentthentillwewalkedout.

.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

IgotwhatIneeded.Icouldn'tleaveGugualonesoI

droppedheratLunele'splacewhileigoto

Vuyelwa'sneighbourhood.SeeingGugucryabout

herkidsgotmethinkingaboutwhatVuyelwasaid

aboutwhat'shappeningtoStha'sfriend.It's

somethingthatshouldn'tbetakenlightlyaswell.I

memorisedthedirectionsshegavetomeandIgot

outofthecarandIsawawomanspankingachild

onherbutt.Iwalkedinsidetheyard.

"Yekaukuqambaamangangomuntuwamiwena



Doti(StoplyinhAboutmymanyourubbish)!"

Icouldhearthat.

"Mama!"

"Youwanthim.Nxyouwanthim."

Ibangedonthedoor.Angersurfacedonme.Who

couldsaythataboutachild?Whatkindofparent

saysthattoa4yearold?Ikeptonbangingand

themanopened.

Him:"yiniwena?(What'supwithyou?)"

Me:"Iamdetectivefromapolicestation.Iwas

calledtothishouseaboutacaseofamanrapinga

4yearold."

Huk:"wronghouse"

Me:"It'sZinhleperhaps?"

Him:"notourZinhle"

Me:"Funnyenoughthecrechecalledthepolicein

andwetookhertothehospitaltogettestsdone

andDNAwasfound.MayIcomein?"

Heswallows.



"Ubanilowo?(Whoisthat?)"

Thewomenappears.Shelooksoldtobedoing

thistoherchild.

"Mmh,Kwakuhlesifikelwaumuntuomuhlekanje

(It'ssogoodtobevisitedbysomeonelikeyou)"

Me:"areyouZinhle'smother?"

Her:"yes,whyask?"

Me:"WearetakingZinhleintosafecustody.Sheis

notsafeinthisenvironment"

Her:"haibowhotoldyouthat?"

Me:"Theevidenceofforcedpenetrationonher.I

hopeyouareawareyourdaughterisbeingraped."

Her:"that'salie.Shelies!"

Me:"Liesmmmh"

Her:"YewenaZinhlewozalahsfebe!(Zinhlecome

hereyouwhore!)"

Me:"youcallyourdaughterawhore?"

Sheclickshertongue



Her:"sheis"

Me:"thehospitaldidDNAtestsonherandfound

outsamplesofwhocouldrapeher.Arapecase

hasbeenopenedandyoulivewithyourhusband

right?"

Her:"yes"

Me:"heisthefirstsuspect."

Her:"What?"

Him:"Ididn'tdoanything"

Thechildappeared.Shelookedskinnyandhad

marksalloverherbody.Ablueeyewasthereas

well.

Her:"Utheniwenakulomlisa(whatdidyousayto

thisman?)"

Zinhle:"LuthoSane(nothingSane)"

Her:"unamangaDoti(youarelyingyourubbish)"

Shestartedhittingherandiheldherhand.

Me:"Icanarrestyouforchildabuse."



Her:"thisismydamnchild!!"

Me:"Don'ttestmewoman."

SheyankedherhandandIpickedupZinhle..

Me:"thepolicewillbehereforfurther

investigations.Tryrunningawayandyouwould

consideredaswantedpeoplemakingyouveryhigh

alertsuspects.Wewillfindyouandlockyouupfor

runningawaybeforeinvestigations."

Her:"yaziuyangidinawenasatsheniomuhle(You

areirritatingmeyouhandsomeSergeant)"

Him:"Sane"

Me:"Willseeyouinanhour"

IwalkedoffholdingZinhleinmyarms.She

seemedscared.

Me:"Noonewillhurtyou.Hehurtyou?"

Shenodded

Me:"Hewon'thurtyouandmommyok?"

Shenodded.Igottothecarandputherattheback.

Ishould'vecameassoonasIheard.Itookoutmy



phoneandcalledVuyelwaandsheanswered.

Vuyelwa:"Sihle"

Me:"WhatwereyouplanningondoingaboutStha's

friend?"

Vuyelwa:"Nothing."

Ichuckled.

Vuyelwa:"didIsaysomethingfunny?"

Me:"IamactuallygladNdubeatmeintomakinga

moveonyou.Iactuallyfeeldisgustedwithwhat

yousaid"

Vuyelwa:"sheisrapedok,butIcan'tdoanything.

Thechildwon'tspeakup.Ihaveadaughtertolook

after.Ican'thaveamobhittingme."

Me:"youhaveSakhile.Ifsomethinglikethatwere

tohappentoyourdaughterwouldn'tyouwanthelp?

IamdisappointedinyouVuyelwa.IfNduwould

hearwhatyousaidhewouldtoo.Youhavea

daughterbutyouhavesuchmentality.Youareno

differentfromthisrapistbecauseyoudecidedto

turnablindeye,nx"



Ihungupandgotherinsideandwenttomyside

andIgotinanddroveoff.IstartedatMcDonald's

togethersomethingtoeat.WeorderedtwoHappy

mealsandIgaveittoher,hereyessparkledand

shelookedatme.

Me:"Iwon'thurtyou."

Shekeptonlookingatme.

Me:"Youcaneat.It'sok"

Shelookedatthebox.Itookouttheburgerforher

andshelookedatme.Igaveittoherafteropening

itandshetookitandate.ReallyVuyelwa,she

shouldhavethoughtaboutherdaughterwhen

hearingthissituation.Ididn'tknowshewasself

absorbedlikethis.IdroveofftofetchGugu.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Wehavebeensittinginsilencewiththiswoman.I

heardshelostherkidsduetoafire.Icanimagine.



ImiscarriedmykidssoIknowthepain.Iknowitas

well.Imadeteaforthebothofusandgaveittoher.

Me:"here"

IputitInfrontofher.Shewasverysilent.

Me:"It'shard"

Shelooksatme.

Me:"Loosingyourkidsandparents"

Gugu:"(softly)youknownothing"

Iwassilent.

Me:"Theymighthaveneverlivedbuttheygrew

insideme.Iknow"

Shelooksatmethensheissilent.Iletherbe.The

dooropenedandaLunelewithKhonawalkedinside

thehouse.

Lunele:"Ntoko"

Iwenttohimandwesharedahug.Ididn'trealize

thatIactuallymissedhim.Ifeelbetterwhenheis

around.



Lunele:"come"

WeleftkhonawithGuguandgotinthebedroon.I

satontheandwatchedhimunderandtakeoffthe

whiteshirtthathasblood.

Me:"whathappened?"

Lunele:"foughtwithsometeacher"

Me:"why?"

Lunele:"Herapedaschoolchild"

Myheartskippedabeat.

Me:"oh"

Lunele:"youwouldtellmeifthathappenedtoyou

right?"

Me:"yeah"

Helookedatmeandcuppedmyface.

Lunele:"Itrustyouwill"

Me:"Iwill"

Lunele:"canIkissyou?"

Inoddedandhesmirked.



Lunele:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

HehoversmeandkissesmylipsandIrespond.I

placemyhandsonhiswaistasheholdsmycheek.

Hebreaksitandbiteshisbottomliplookingatme.

Lunele:"Weshouldgetthosedocumentsinorder"

Inod.Helaidmeonthebedandhoveredoverme.

Wecarriedonkissingtillhebrokeitandthenhe

wentontohisbusiness.Ifollowedafterhimand

stoodbehindhim.

Lunele:"Youok?"

Hemakesthelines.

Me:"yeah"

Lunele:"'dontbeafraidtotalktome."

Me:"Ok"

.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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★VUYELWA★

Ndu:"youhavebeensoursincethelastphonecall

youhad"

Ifaintlysmiled.

Me:"no,Ijusthaveaheadache"

Ndu:"ShouldIgetpainkillersforyou?"

Me:"Please"

Hestoodupfromthecouchandwalkedoff.What

Sihlesaidtomereallyhurtme,Heispractically

sayingIamamonster.Ihadmyownreasonsas

well.IlookedatStha.Nducamebackwithwater



andpills.

Me:"Thankyou"

Ndu:"Ihopeyoufeelbetter"

Me:"Iwilldon'tworry"

WaithowdoesSihleknowSakhile?

Me:"DoyouknowSakhile?"

Ndu:"uhmyeah.Heisafriend.Howdoyouknow

him?"

Me:"It'smybrother"

Ndu:"ohno"

Me:"What?"

Ndu:"Ijustbrokethebrocode"

Me:"Thatis?"

Ndu:"Datingeachother'ssiblings"

Me:"Sowhatnow"

Ndu:"Iguesswehavetohideittillwearereadyto

tellhim"



Me:"That'sbest"

Hekissedmycheek.Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

WewenttofetchGuguafterthatandshejustkept

onlookingatthischild.Ilookedatherassheturned

herheadbacklookingatZinhlewhowaseatingat

theback.

Me:"Youareok?"

Gugu:"CanIholdher?"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"Letmestopthecarthen"

Istoppedthecarbythesideoftheroadandshegot

outandwenttotheback.Zinhlemovedaway.



Me:"Shewon'thurtyou"

ShenoddedslowlyandGugugotcloserandpulled

Zinhlecloseinherarmsandtearslefthereyes.

Gugu:"Ohgod"

Ikeptquiet.SheranherfingersalloverZinhlewho

wasterrified.IstartedthecarandIdroveoff

makingmywayhome.IcalledMpande.He

answered.

Me:"IamdroppingGuguhome."

Mpande:"Ifyoufeellikeit'sbest.YouknowAunty

Kamoandyourdadgetuptonogoodwhenthey

arealone"

IthoughtaboutwhatNduhadtoldmeaboutfinding

momanddadhavingSex.Instantlymymind

shivered.

Me:"fine"

Mpande:"Sure.Wewillmeetyouatyourplace"

Me:"we?"

Mpande:"Longstory"



Me:"Oksure"

Ihungupandlookedatthem.Theywereholding

eachother.Gugucaressingthelittleone'sback

softly.ShekeptonsingingalallabytoZinhle

softlywhiledoingthat.Iconcerntratedintheroad.

WhatVuyelwasaidreallypissedmeoff,Ican'tget

overthatanytimesoon.Imightnothaveachildbut

Ihavelittlesistersaswell.MotherswhoIwouldn't

wantthathappeningtothem.Evenifitwasmy

fatherdoingthatIwouldfuckhimupandforgethe

isjustaspermdonor.Idrovetomyplaceand

alreadyMpandewastherewiththerest.Igotout

andwenttothebackandGugugotout.ItookZinhle

,GuguopenedherarmsandgaveZinhletoher.

Mpande:"Andthen?"

Me:"Longstory.Itcomfortsher"

Mpande:"Don'tTellmeyoustolethatchildforher"

Me:"No,sheneededmysaving.Ineedtocall

DetectiveLuka"

Mpande:"Wesawhimearlier"



Me:"Whatwereyoudoing?"

Mpande:"Beatingsomeone."

Me:"Come"

WewentuptomyapartmentandthenIopenedthe

door.GuguwalkedtomyroomandplacedZinhle

onthebed.

Lwande:"What'shappening.?"

Me:"Letherbe"

Shenodded.

Me:"weneedtogoandgetwhatisremainedofher

kidsandyourGrandmother."

Celiwe:",Idon'tthinkIamready"

Mpande:"wehavenochoice."

Theysighedandnodded.

.

.

.

★GUGU★



Lookingatthischildgivesmesomesortofsanity.I

don'tknowherbutjustlookingatherIknowshe

hasbeenthroughsomuchthatachildshouldn'tgo

through.Wewenthomeandwesawpoliceand

alsotheforensicsaswelltakingburnedremainsof

people.IclosedmyeyesandIfeltdizzyfora

momentandsomeoneheldme.

"Calmdown"

Itried,IbreathedoutandAlwandetoomyhandand

wewalkedtowardsthescene.Westoodbythe

policewhowerestandingbythetape.

Officer:"canwehelpyou?"

Iwassilent.

Alwande:"My...mygrandmotherandkidsburnedin

thefire."

Officer:"wecan'tidentifywhoiswho.Allfamilies

havecametoidentifytheirfamilymembers.What's

leftareashesonly.About20shacksburneddown

yesterday."



IwentonmykneesandIsobbed.

Officer:"Iamsorry."

Alwande:"Wejustwanttoburythemforpeace"

Officer:"youcanjustspaceashesthatsideand

keepinanurnoryoucanfindtheirteeth,maybe

youcanidentifythem"

Ifeltthepaininmychest.

Officer:"Thisistheirfinalrestingplace.That'sthe

onlypeaceyoumightget"

Icarriedoncrying.IheldontoAlwande'slegs.

Me:"Mykids"

Alwande:"IamsorryGugu"

Itriedcallingdownbutthepainisthere.Itwill

alwaysremainthere.Nochildcantakethataway.

Noone.

.

.

.



★MPANDE★

Me:"theyneedus"

Sihlestoppedme.

Sihle:"givethemtime.Letthemcrumbletillthey

aresatisfied.Itwillhelpthem"

Ilookedathim.Helookedatme.

Sihle:"IknowwhatIamdoing"

Me:"Andthekid?"

Hesighed.

Sihle:"Ihaven'tthoughtwhatIwoulddowithher."

Me:"Adopther?"

Sihle:"Andwhowilltakecareofher.Youknowthe

jobwedo"

Me:"yeahIknow.Thoughtyouarefondofthekid

hencesheishere"

Sihle:"Iwillcrackthatlater.Ijusthavetothink"

Ipathisshoulder.



Ne:"yourmotherraisedagentlemanhere"

Helaughed.

Sihle:"Kokodidthat"

Me:"Kamowouldn'tlikehearingthat"

Wechuckledandjustlookedatthem.

Sihle:"Theywillbefine.Withtimetheywouldbe

abletolivewiththepain"

Me:"yousoundsomaturedrightnow"

Sihle:"Iam"

Ichuckled.

Sihle:'IwillpretendlikeIdidn'thearthat"

Me:"butyoudid"

Sihle:"Justkeepquiet"

Me:"saywewantakinderjoyuncleSihle"

Sihle:"isn'theyoungforsweettreats?"

Helookedatme.

Me:"Iamnot"



Heshookhishead.Westoodtherewatchingthem.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Myfather'swifehasbeentryingtoreachouttome

andhonestlyIwantnothingtodowithheratthe

moment.Itallcomestoaclearexplanationwhy

sheputmeaside.IfeellikegoingouttodaybutI

amlazytodoso.MyphoneringsandItakeit.It's

mymother.TheonlywomanwhoIconsideratrue

mothertomeisAuntyNdalo.Shehasbeenabit

goodtome.Verygood.Ismileandanswermy

phone.

Me:"Motherof4kids"

Ndalo:"youmeanoftheuniverse"

Me:"Yesthat"

Shechuckled.



Ndalo:"Howismylastboy"

Me:"Iamgoodmom"

Ndalo:"Ifoundyourmother'sfamily.Yourfather

pulledthrough"

Me:"Iwanttovisit"

Ndalo:"Don'tevenask."

Me:"Iwillseewhenicancome"

Ndalo:"yourfatherandIarehavingananniversary

thefirstdayofnextmonthandhewantedusto

renewourVows"

Me:"That'swonderful.It'sreallyagreatidea.How

manyyearshaveyouguysbeenmarried?"

Ndalo:"30years"

Me:"Dangyouold"

Ndalo:"Iamgonnahityou"

Me:"howcanyoujumpwallslikethat?Don'tyour

bonesbreak?"

Ndalo:"Usakhona!"



Me:"Iamasking"

Ndalo:"yourfathertaughtmehowtodothat"

Me:"Mmmh.Iwonderforwhatpurposes"

Ndalo:"youarenotrequiredtoknow."

Thereissilence.

Ndalo:"reachouttoyourparents."

Me:"Idon'twantto.SheinsultedMe,sheinsulted

Luneleandheinsultedhiswoman"

Ndalo:"dospill.Sotheyaredating?"

Me:"Idon'tknowreally.Hehasn'ttoldmeanything.

Theyarereallycloseandhaveromanticsides.I

haven'theardanymoaningsoIguesstheyarejust

friends"

Ndalo:"HaiboKhonatellme"

Me:"that'swhatIknowmom"

Ndalo:"Iwillfindoutonmyown."

Me:"dotellmewhenyoudo"

Ndalo:"Ihavetogo.Iloveyou"



Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shehungup.Thatcallwasverymuchneeded.I

appreciatehersomuch.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Ntokomalowasdeepinsleepwhilelayingontopof

me.Iknowsomethingsarebotheringherbut

whenshewantstotalkshewilltalktome.I

removeherafrofromherfaceandmyphonerings.

IstretchitbymysideandItakeitandlookatit.It's

mymother.IanswerwhilecheckingifIamnot

disturbingNtokomalo.

Mom:"Mybabyboy"

Me:"Younevercallmeyourfirstborn"

Mom:"That'sbecauseyouarenotbutanyway"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"



Mom:"IwilltellyousomedayLunele.Sohowis

youandyourgirlfriend?"

Ifrowned.

Me:"Idon'thaveagirlfriend"

Mom:"thegirlIalmostfoundyoukissing"

Me:"Again..."

Mom:"don'trepeatthat.Iheard.Sowhat'sgoing

onbetweenyouandher?"

Me:"nothingmuch"

Mom:"Youlivewithher?"

Me:"yes.Isthereaproblem?"

Mom:"Iamnotyourfriend.Alwaysrememberthat

whenyouhaveatonewithme"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Mom:"tellmeabouther"

Me:"whyareyouinterestedinknowingher?"

Mom:"ijustwanttoknow"

Me:"Ihelpedheroffthestreets"



Mom:"whywasshethere?"

IlookedatNtokomalo.

Me:"hardships"

Mom:"Iamproudofyou.Letmecutthiscall

short.Iwillcallyouneh?"

Me:"yes.Bye"

Ihungupandthrewmyphoneontheotherside

beforewrappingmyarmsaroundNtokomalo.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.
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★MPANDE★



Weareatapub&Grilljusttorefreshourminds.

Ndualsotaggedalong,thesedaysheislikealove

struckteenagerthatwecan'tunderstandatall.Our

drinkscomethroughandIseeLangeinadistance

withherfriends.

Ndu:"Iseeeveryonehasbeenbusy"

Khona:"youguyshavebeenbusy.Iwasn't."

Sakhile:"ithasbeenarealminuet"

Sihle:"Yeah"

Ndu:"eyVeehasbeenaskingaboutyou"

Sakhile:"Vee?"

Sihle:"Tellherit'sbesttokeepourdistancelike

this"

Me:"canweforgetaboutgirls?"

Lunele:"youpracticallyhaveawifebackhomewith

ababy"

Me:"SoasSihle"



Sihle:"Yeyi.Don'tinvolvetheminaequationthat

can'tbesolved."

Wechuckled.

IlookedatLange'sdirectionandshewavedmyway.

Me:"Iamcomingbackgents"

Istoodupandwenttotheirdirection.Istood

behindherandsheturned.

Lange:"HeyMpande"

Me:"Heyhowareyou?"

Lange:"Iamgood.Wowit'sbeenforever"

Me:"Yeah,Ididn'tknowyouwereback"

Lange:"Iarrivedyesterday.StillasauceIsee"

Ismirkedwhilechuckling.

Me:"YeahIguess"

Lange:"Andthatpantydroppingsmile"

Me,:"really?"

Iraisedmybrowandshenodded.Ilookedatthe

guysandher.



Me:"Howaboutyoujoinus?"

Lange:"sure.Comeladies"

Theytooktheirthingsandwewentbacktotheguys.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

IlookatmyselfthroughthemirrorandItouch

myself.Iamgainingsomeweightandlookingabit

betterthanIwaswhenIcamehere.Thenight

mareshavesubsidedaswellandIguessit's

becauseofsleepingwithLunelenexttomemakes

mecomfortableandateaseremindingmethatIam

notinthestreetsanymore.Aknockcomesfrom

thedoorandIgetdressedquicklyandIrushedto

thedoorandshehasawidesmile.

Siphe:"Hey!"

Me:"Hi"

Siphe:"wellmyboyfriendisoutandaboutsoasmy



friend.Ithoughwhynottakeyoutomyshopping

spree."

Me:"Shopping?"

Siphe:"yes,Comeplease"

Shedoesthepuppyeyes.IamnotusedtoherbutI

can'tdenyher.

Me:"Uhmsure"

Shejumpsupanddown.

Siphe:"Justwearyourshoes"

Me:"Ok"

IgoandwearmyshoesandIfollowheroutlocking.

Shehasanicelookingout.Verytalkativeasshe

startsaconversation.

Siphe:"Wehavealongday."

Me:"yeah"

Siphe:"Sotellmeaboutyou"

Me:"WellIamNtokomalo"

Siphe:"youlooknice"



Me:"Thankyou"

Ismiled.Shemademefeelverycomfortable.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

MyRelationshipisgoingquietwell.Nduisthebest

boyfriendanygirlcouldaskforreally.Iwas

preparinglunchforMrsZiqubu,itmustbenice

beingahousewifebutIcan'tjustsitanddonothing.

NdutoldmeiwouldbethatifImarryhim.Hewill

provideforhisfamilylikeaman.Typicalman.He

isthinkingofmarriageathisage.Heshouldbe

livinglifefaithfullythoughwithmebacuseIamnot

afraidofwakingawayfromhim.Myphonevibrate

andItakeitandopenthemessageandit'sfrom

him.

"Iamwithyourbrother.Wouldtradeplaceswith

anyonetobewithyouthere"



Iblushed.

Me:"Imissyoutoo"

IputmyphonedownandIturnedandwenttowash

thebowelandmyphonevibratedandItookitafter

wipingmyhandsandlookedatthemessage.

Ndu:"Iloveyou"

Ireplied.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ibitmybottomlip.

"SomeoneisinMjolo"

Igotfrightened.

Kamo:"No..No.Carryon"

Iblushed.

Kamo:"Hemustbemakingyouhappy"

Me:"Heis"

Kamo:"heisforkeepsthen."

Icarriedoncooking.



.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Celiwe:"SisGuguisveryfondofthatchild"

Me:"very.Butit'shelpingher."

Celiwenodded.

Celiwe:"needanyhelp?"

Iwaschoppingthevegetables

Me:"No,study.Areyouexcited?"

Celiwe:"about?"

Me:"newschool?"

Celiwe:"IwillMissNana.Ilikeher"

Me:"Youwillseeher"

Shenodded.

Celiwe:"Iwillbeinthebedroom"



Me:"sure"

Shestoodupwithherbooksandwenttothe

bedroomandclosedthedoor.Ihopesheisgetting

better.Iwishshecouldjustopenuptomevery

well.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

IwentoutsideabitandIcalledGugujusttocheck

uponherandZinhle.Sheansweredaftersome

time.

Gugu:"UhmSihle"

Me:"areyouguysok?"

Itakeasipoffmycider.

Gugu:"yeswearefine.Youbabyus"

Me:"youbothareinmycare."



Gugu:"ThankyouforthatandZinhle.Shegivesme

comfort."

Me:"ShouldIadopther?"

Gugu:"It'suptoyou.It'snotlikeIwillstayhere

forever"

Me:"wherewillyougoafter?"

Ifrowned.

Gugu:"IwillhavetogoandfendforMysister's

aftersometime.Ican'texpectyouguystotake

careofus"

Me:"IwillseeyouwhenIcomebackhome."

Gugu:"canwenotargue.Iamstillvital"

Me:"wearenotarguing"

Gugu:"yourtoneisrising"

Ibreatheout.

Me:"justheal.Areyoubothgoingtothetherapist

?"

Gugu:"shecametousforourcomfort."



Me:"that'sgoodthen.Ihavetogo"

Gugu:"ok.Enjoy"

Ismiledandwebothhungup.Itookagulpoffmy

ciderbeforewalkingbackinsidethepub&Grill.

Khona:"Luneleleft"

Me:"thatwasquick"

Isatdown

Lange:"Stillgrumpyself"

Iignoredher.ActuallyIjustdon'tlikeher.

Mpande:"Iamnotgrumpy"

Khona:"Mmmh"

Welookedateachotherandcarriedondrinking.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★



Wewenttothemallandshetookusbothtothe

salonandthereaftertoeachandeverystore.Igot

tiredalongthewayandwetookabreaktogoand

eat.SheintroducedmeintowineandnowIwas

outofitdowningthe5thglass.Iamjust

blabberingtoher.

Siphe:"Yhomngani"

Me:"yabona(yousee)"

Siphe:"Itmusthavebeentough"

Me:"Awazi(youdon'tknow)"

Shegulpshersubstance.

Me:"Phephelo"

Siphe:"Mmmh"

Me:"yourbrotherisagreatguy"

Siphe:"whichoneoe?"

Me:"Lunele.What'shisfullname?"

Siphe:"BehindLuneleisthemeaningThandolunele

"



Me:"That'swonderful.Hehaslove"

Siphe:"Youlikehim"

Idrankmywine.

Me:"heisagreatguy"

Siphe:"Luneleistough."

Me:"Ihavenoticed."

Siphe:"Iamgladyouhave.Hedoesn'tentertain

girlseasilybutwhenhedoeshedoes.Helikes

thembodiedlikethosebiggirlsforsomereason

skinnyforhimisaturnoffreally.Heisshort

temperedaswell.Heismanythingsyho,IDon't

knowhowwehandlehimasafamily."

Me:"hawu"

Siphe:"serious"

Me:"That'sbummerthen"

ShetiltedherheadandIdrankthewine.

Me:"canIhavewater.?"

Siphe:"sure"



Shegotmewater.Idranksomeaswell,Ididn'tsit

wellonthefactofwhichisLunele'stype.

Siphe:"weshouldleave."

Inoddedandwestoodupandtookherthings.

.

.

★LUNELE★

IGothomeandNtokomalowasnothome.Istarted

pacingaroundthinkingwherecouldshebe.Itook

mycarkeysandIwalkedoutofthehouse.Igotin

mycaranddroveoff.Damnwherecouldshebe.?

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Itwasgettingabitlateasweapproachedtheway



backtoLunele'shouse.

Siphe:"Iamsuretheyarestillatwheretheyare"

Me:"Yes.Uhm.Ihaven'tcooked"

Siphe:"Don'tworry.Heatewhereheisat"

Ilookedather.Ijustkeptmyfocusontheroadand

shekeptsilentaswell.Wegottothehouseandwe

bothgotout.Hehasn'tcamebackasyetsoit's

goodright.

Siphe:",Ienjoyedmydaywithyou"

Me:"Thankyou"

Siphe:"nexttime?"

Me:"Maybe"

Siphe:"Iwillseeyou.Tellmybrothertobuyyoua

phone.Iwannacallyou"

Me:"Ok"

ShewavedandIwalkedbackinsidethehouseand

wenttothebedroomandplacedeverythingnicely.

Ithentookoutaheadwrapandputitonmyhead

andthenIwenttothekitchenandstartedwith



cooking,Somethingthatquickbutniceaswell.I

heardthedooropeningandmyheartskippedabeat.

Iclosedthepotandwipedmyhands.Iturnedand

hewasleaningbythewall.Itscaredme.I

swallowedandlookedathim.

Lunele:"Soyouwon'texplain"

Iamsweating.

Me:"I...I"

Heoutthecarkeysonthecounter.

Lunele:"Won'tyouexplainwhyIdidn'tfindyou

here?"

Imovedback.

Me:"IwaswithSiphephelo"

Henoddedlookingdown.Itwasn'tthe

understandingone.Hekeptonwalkingcloseand

closertome.

Lunele:"AndIwasn'tinformedwhy?"

Iwasscared.

Me:"Iamsorry."



Iwasonthedoor.Hecameclosertillhehovered

me.

Lunele:"Whywasn'tIinformed?"

Me:"Itwillneverhappenagain"

Lunele:"Itwon'thappenagainNtokomaloandIwill

makesureofthat"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iclosedmyeyesashishandcametowardsme.It

landedsoftlyonmycheek.Iopenedmyeyes.

Lunele:"yougotmeworried"

Ibreathedout.Ithoughthewasgonnahitme.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Lunele:"don'tdothateveragain."

Inodded.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo"

HehatesitwhenIdon'tanswerhim.

Me:"Ipromise"

Lunele:"Goodgirl"



Heperkedmylips.Ikissedhislipsandhe

respondedholdingmywaist,Ibithisbottomlip

softlyaswekissedandhepinnedmeonthedoor

andletmegoaftersometime.

Lunele:"Letmeleaveyoutofinishup."

Inoddedandweletgoofeachotherandhewalked

off.IwatchedhimandIwenttofinishupwhatI

wasdoing.Iswitchedoffthestoveandwenttothe

bedroom.Hewasdonewithhissniffingbythe

looks.Hewipeshisnoseandlooksatme.

Me:"shouldIdishup?"

Lunele:"Iamfull"

Inodded.

Me:"Siphedidmyhairtoday"

Lunele:"And.Nails"

Ismiledandsatonthebed.Hecameandtookoff

theheadwrapandheranhisfingersonthenewhair.

Lunele:"Itsuitsyou"

Me:"Thankyou"



Herunshisfingersthroughthehair.

Lunele:"Itssoft"

Inoddedandhestoppedandthenwenttocleanup

thecocaine.Iwatchedhimdosoandhetookoff

histop.Healwaysdoesthatwhenheisaboutto

smokeabluntbutthistimeheisnotsmoking.He

turnstomeandcomesmywayandsniffs.

Lunele:"Ialwaysfeelyoureyesonme"

Ifeltembarrassedandhechuckled.

Lunele:"It'soktolook"

Inoddedandheperkedmylips.

Lunele:"It'sneveracrime.

Igotoffthebedandtookoffmyclothesandhewas

lookingatme.

Me:"DoIlookok?"

Lunele:"yeahyoulookfinetome"

Inoddedandtookatowelandwrappedmyselfinit.

Me:"doyou...."



Ikeptquiet.

Lunele:"Comehere"

Iwenttohimandhepulledmebymywaistandge

kissedmylipssoftly.Ilovekissinghimsomuch.

HeletsgoofmebutIputmyhandsonhischeeks

anddiverightbackintothekissandhereturnsit.

Hishandssoftlylaidonmywaist.Ibreakthekiss

slowly.Iamfallingforhim.ToohardthatIcan't

savemyselfevenifIwantedto.Icouldn't.

Me:"Lunele"

Lunele:"Ntoko"

Me:"Havesexwithme"

Lunele:"Whereisthiscomingfrom?"

Me:"somewhere"

Lunele:"Ntoko"

Ikissedhislipsandheresponded.

Me:"wewillstopifIamnotok"

Henodsandmyheartskipsabeat.Hepicksme

upandgoestothebedandhelaidmeonit.



.

.

★SIHLE★

Ialsoleftthepubandwenthomeabitearlier.Igot

thereandfoundZinhlewithGugulayingonthe

couchwhilewatchingtv.

Me:"ladies"

Zinhlewasactuallyasleep.

Me:"Ohsorry."

Gugu:"Hi"

Me:"Hi"

Ilookather.

Gugu:"Uhmhowwasyourday?"

Me:"itwasok,yours?"

Sheshrugged.

Gugu:"Iguess"



Inodded.

Me.:"IamnotgoingtofightwithyouGugu"

Gugu:"Oh"

Me:"yeah.Ijusthavethebestinterestatheart"

Gugu:"Thankyoubutwehavetofly"

Me:"It'soktositdown"

Sheshookherhead.Sheisstubborn.

Me:"weshallsee"

Shegivesmeastare.Wereallyshallsee.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Mytoescurled.Mynailsdugdeeplyonhisback.

Hehasn'tmoved.HestoppedmovingandIopened

myeyes.Ididn'tthinkitwouldhappen.Ibreathed

out.

Lunele:"keepyoureyesonmine"



Inodded.Hestartedmovingoncemoreandmy

breathinghinched.Painmixedwithpleasurestarted

tokickin.

Lunele:"Mmh"

Hebithisbottomlipwhileholdingmywaist.

Me:"Ah!'

Mytoescurledfurther.

Lunele:"lookatmeNtokomalo"

Ilookedathim.Myhandsmovedtohiswaist.

Me:"Lunele"

Ihaveneverfeltthiskindofpleasure.

Lunele:"Fuck!Fuck!Fuck!"

Me:"Oh"

Ibitmybottomlip.Hekissesmyneckandmy

handsmovetohisheadashekissesmyneckwhile

hethrustedinme,Hisshaftfillsmeupandisthick

thatitexpandedmebeyondtheexpectations.He

increasedhispacebeforehegroanedfromdeep

fromhisthroatandhelaidonmeIfelthimshoot



hisspermsinsideofme.Hekissedmyboobs.

Me:"Ohmygod."

Lunele:"Wewillgoagain"

Me:"What?"

Lunele:"youstartedthis"

Hechuckledandkissedmylips.

Lunele:"Youareamazing.

Iblushed.

Me:'Thankyou"

HegavemeapassionatekissandIreturnedit.He

movedslowlyinsideme.

Me:"Mmmhh.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★



Me:"Layonyourstomach"

ShelaysonherstomachandIremovedthetowel

andIkissedherfromhershouldersalltheway

downtoherbackandwentbacktohershoulders

andIpressedherhandsdownwhilelockingminein

here.IkissedherneckandIcouldhearher

breathingpatternsescalating.Ithenpositioned

myselfbeforeslippinginandshegasped.I

hoveredoverherandstartedmovinginsideher.It

hasbeenquietsometimesinceIhadanysexual

encounterswithanyone.IknowIhavebadspirits

thatIhaven'tcleansedasyetfromthepeopleIhave

killed.Ikisshernecksoftlyandshemoans.

Ntokomalo:"Lunele"

Me:"shut!"

Iseeherbittingherbottomlipandherlegsmoveas

Ikeeponthrusting.Shegaspswhennistartto

increasemypace.

.



.

.

Tobecontinued.

[11/25,05:57] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT24

★ALWANDE★

ItwasreallylateandMpandehasn'tcameback.I

waslayingonthebednexttoCeliwewhowasdeep

inherslumber.MybabywokeupandItookhis

bottleandwenttowarmitupandsomeultrumelso

hecaneat.ThedooropenedandIheardgiggling

andsomechuckling.

"Nostopdoingthatittickles"

Iwatchedthemwalkin.

Mpande:"Myboy!"



Clearlyhewasdrunk.Hetookhissonandkissed

hisforehead.

Mpande:"HowareyouLwande?"

Me:"Iamgood"

Ilookedatthewomanhecamewith.

Mpande:"Don'tmindus.Lange"

Lange:"NiceseeingyouagainLwande"

Shesmirkedandtheybothwalkedoff.Iinstantly

gotpissed.Ilefttheultrumelandtookthebottle

switchingoffthelightsandwenttothebedroom.I

couldhearthemmoananditjustplungedme.I

fedmysonandblockedoutanysoundthatIwas

hearing.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★



Iwokeupinthemorningtoanemptybed.Thepain

betweenmythighswastherebutIhaveneverfelt

suchgreatpleasure.Lunelehadenergythatwould

lasthimdays.Afterthe5throundIpassedout.My

bodycouldn'ttakeitanymore.Evenmybackatthis

point,ithurts.Igetoffthebedandtakethe

beddingsandIcovermyselfandgotothe

bathroomtotakeabath.Iwillwashthemjustnow.

IgotdoneandIgotoutofthebathroomandwentto

getdressed.Ithenwenttowashthelinenandwent

tohangitonthewashinglinebeforeIwalkedinside

andfoundhiminthebedroom.Isawthecocaine

onthetable.

Me:"Morning"

Hesatupfromthebed.

Lunele:"morning"

Isatdown.

Me:"Ineedtomakethebed"

Lunele:"Youdidn'thaveto"

Me:"Iwantedto"



Henoddedandgotoffthebedandwenttodohis

lines.ItookoutotherlinenandImadethebed.

Lunele:"Argh"

Iseehimwipinghisnose.Hewalkedoffandcame

back,Clearlyhisnosewasbleeding.

Me:"Isthatgood?"

Helooksatme.

Me:"peoplediefromSniffingcocaine..."

Lunele:"Justbecausewefuckedlastnightdoesn't

automaticallymakeyoumygirlfriendorwife.Stay

inyourlaneNtokomalo.Thatcouldneverbe"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Heclickedhistongueandtookhiscarkeys.He

walkedout.Isatonthebedandheldmychest.I

swallowedhard,tryingtopushthissuddenlump

back.Thosewordspiercedthroughmevery

painfully.

.

.



.

★ALWANDE★

Iwokeupinthemorningandwenttobathwithmy

babyandthereafterIfoundCeliweawake.Ilooked

ather.

Celiwe:"andgoodmorning"

Me:"Morning"

Celiwe:"What'sup?"

Me:"wehavetofindanewplace"

Celiwe:"Why?"

Me:"wecan'tstayhereforeverCeliwe"

ShelooksatmeasIdressmybabyup.Ifinish

andthereisaknockonthedoorandIgoandopen.

Langesmiles.ThewayIdispiseher.

Lange:"Goodmorning"

Me:"Morning"

Imumbledthat.



Lange:"MpandeandIarehungryafteraheavy

night.Wouldyoumakebreakfastforus."

Me:"Fourarms,fourlegs,foureyes,Twobrains.

Iftheyareworking.Ithinkyoubothwillfunctionin

makingbreakfastquietwell.Foryourinformation,

Mpandedoesn'teatinthemorning.Itmessesup

hisstomach."

Iclosedthedooronherface.Iclickedmytongue.

Celiwe:"Tense"

Me:"Mxm"

Celiwe:"Iguesshecheatedhuh?"

Me:"hedidn'tcheat.Wearenotdatinganymore."

Celiwe:"Okthen."

Itookmychildandwalkedout.Iwon'tmakeany

breakfastforthosetwo.

.

.

.



★VUYELWA★

Ndu:"turnaround"

Idid.

Ndu:"youlookwonderful"

Igavehimalook.

Ndu:"reallyyoudo"

Me:"wherearewegoing?"

Ndu:"it'sasurprise"

Me:"Ihatesurprises"

Ndu:"yougonnalove"

HeopenedthedoorformeandIgotinandhewent

tohissideandgotin.Heheldmyhand.

Ndu:"trustme"

Inodded.

Me:"Itrustyou"

Hesmiled.Ismiledaswell.Nduisjustagentle



man.

Ndu:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Me:"thankyou"

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

IwakeupfrommyroomandIgotothekitchenand

findGuguandZinhleeating.Istandbythewalland

justwatchthemboth.Onlytimewilltelliftheywill

everbeokornotbutfornowIthinktheyareboth

coping.Guguliftsherheadandlooksatme.

Me:"Morning"

Gugu:"Goodmorning"

Iwalkinfurtherandtaketheapplefromthecounter

andtakeabite.

Gugu:"Wemadeporridgeifthat'sfine"



Me:"it'sfinewithme."

IpullZinhle'snosesoftly.

Me:"Shespeaks?"

Gugu:"Onlytome"

Me:"Ifeelbetrayed"

Shechuckled.

Gugu:"Thankyouforsavingher.Ithurtswhat

otherpeopledooutthere.Iwouldn'timaginethaton

my...."

Me:"it'sok"

ShehuffedandtouchedZinhle'scheek.

Me:"Iamthinkingofadoptingher"

Gugulookedatme.

Gugu:"Uhmthat'sgoodIguess"

Me:"onlyifyoustopbeingstubborn"

Gugu:"in?"

Me:"lettingustakecareofyouguys"



Gugu:"wearenotacharitycase.Welostpeople

likeeveryoneelse!"

Me:"Ididn'tsayyouareacharitycase.Whyare

youshouting?"

Gugu:"Mxm"

Shewalkedoff.

Me:"Gugu!"

IlookedatZinhle.

Me:"youok?"

Shenoddedandcarriedoneating.Ibreathedout

andwenttomakesomefood.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

"Mpande!"

Igroanedopeningmyeyes.Langeshookme

roughly.



Me:"Langelihleyiniekseni(what'swithyouinthe

morning?)"

Lange:"Alwandeisdisrespectful,shejustshuta

dooronmyfacewhenItoldherweneeded

breakfast"

Me:"Idon'teatinthemorning"

Lange:"sincewhen?"

Isatup.

Me:"Ihavealwaysavoidedeatinginthemorning

sinceIwasyoung"

Lange:"Ididn'tknowthat!"

Me:"umemezelani?(Whyareyoushouting?)"

Lange:"IamjustpissedoffbyLwande"

Me:"leaveher.Sheisnotyourmaid"

Iwentbacktosleep.

Lange:"ArghMpande!"

Me:"Yekaukurasanomauzohamba(stop

shoutingoryouwillleave)"



Shehuffedheavily.Iignoredher.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ididn'thavetheappetitetoeatsoIjustwent

outsideandsatthere.Iwasstaringintospacethat

Ilosttrackoftimeofhowlongihavebeensitting

there.

"Somethingwrong?"

ItwasKhona.Ididn'tseehimthismorning,I

shifted.

Me:"No,justinthoughts"

Hesatnexttome.

Khona:"about?"

Me:"Nothingbig"

Hewassilentforalittlewhile.



Khona:"WhereisLunele?"

Ididn'tknowwherehewent

Me:"hejustwentout.Youmissedhim."

Khona:"Iwillseehimwhenhecomesback.You

sureyougood?"

Inodded.

Me:"yeahIamgood."

Khona:"Goodthen.Seeyou"

Hewavedandwalkedinside.IresumedwithwhatI

wasdoing.IsighedandIstoodupandwentinside.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,05:58] :~INKABIBROTHER~

INSERT25



★KHONA★

Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonhereinthehousebut

thingsarejustsourbetweenthetwolovebirds.

Theyjustpasseachotherliketheydon'tknoweach

other,IwanttoaskLunelebutIthoughtofwaiting

justabittillthingscooloffmaybe.IwentwithNdu

thistimeonamission.HimandLunelearevery

goodwiththesniperbutIcan'tjustrelyonKilling

spreesonly.ItriedschoolbutIwasrejected.Dad's

wifewasn'tstoppingwithreachingoutandIam

reallytiredofit.Adayislefttilltherenewalof

AuntyNdaloandUncleNhlanhla'sweddingVows.I

ampackedupandreadytoleave.Izipmybagand

Iwalkout.Ntokomaloandattheloungewearinga

Jacket,sheistaggingalongaswell.

Me:"Youready?"

Sheturnedandlookedatmeandnodded.

Me:"WhereisLunele?"



Ntokomalo:"Inhisroom"

Shewalkedoffafterthat.Isquintedmyeyesand

wenttothebedroom.Hewastakinghiscarkeys

already.

Me:"Ndoda(Man)"

Lunele:"youready?"

Me:"yeah"

Hecametowardsme.

Lunele:"andthen?"

Me:"what'sgoingon?"

Lunele:"with?"

Me:"don'tactdumbwithme,youandthelady.I

thoughtyouguyswerecool"

Lunele:"wellwearenot"

Me:"what'swrong?"

Lunele:"wearegonnabelateKhonaandit'salong

drive"

Me:"Idon'tminddriving"



Lunele:"wellIdo"

Me:"Bafo"

Hehuffed.

Me:"Chunekani?(What'sgoingon?)"

Lunele:"Wejusthadanaltercationthat'sall"

Me:"thatmakesyouguyspasseachotherlike

strangers"

Lunele:"So?"

Me:"soLunele?Don'tyouseeukuthisheishurt"

Lunele:"(sigh)Iamtoobutshedoesn'twantto

talktomesowhatshouldIdo?"

Me:"whatdidyoudo?"

Lunele:"Ijustdidn'tspeakwelltoher"

Me:"fixit"

Iturnedaroundandwewalkedoutlocking.

.

.



.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ifinallyhaveaphone.Itkeepsmebusyandtakes

theboredomawayfromeverything.Ididgoto

homeaffairstogetmyIDandbirthcertificateand

justreceivedityesterday.Thingsbetweenmeand

Lunelearesour.Verysour,Wedon'ttalkordo

anythingandsincethatdayhesaidwhathesaidI

wantedtodistancemyselfbeforeIhavefalsehope.

ClearlyIwasledon.Iamthinkingofgettingajob

asawaitress.That'sastartsoIcouldmoveout

andpayhimbackforwhathehasdoneformeso

far.IwasscrollingthroughFacebookandpeople

areveryfunny.IwasfollowingtheMrLaughter

pagefulloffmemesandIwasjustlaughing.Where

dopeoplecomeupwiththesethings.Thefront

doorsopenedandIwasstilllaughingwhile

scrollingthrough.Someoneclearedtheirthroat

andIlookedupandtheyarealreadyinside.Iwent

backtomyphone.



Khona:"Areyouexcitedaboutgettingoutofthe

cityNtokomalo?"

Ilockmyphoneandgivehimmyattention.

Me:"YeahIam.Iamnervousaswell"

Khona:"about?"

Me:"Yourparents."

Isighed.

Khona:"don'tworry.Wearehere,RightLunele?"

Henoddedandshifted.Thecarmoved.

Me:"mmh"

Iwentbacktomyphone.

Khona:"Maybeyoumightevenfindamanin

Durban"

ThecarcametoahaltandIlookedup.

Me:"Oragirlfriend"

IsawLuneleclenchhisjaw.

Khona:"youlesbian?"



Me:"considering,AtleastIknowhowgirlsact.

Guysarejusttoomuchwork.Theycheat,Lie,

manipulative,Users,unappreciativehumanbeings

thelistgoeson"

Khona:"womenaretoo"

Me:"butIknowhowwomenact."

Lunele:"youarenotdatingagirl"

Me:"excuseyou?Ididn'tknowmyfatherrose

fromthedeadandcametotellmewhotodate"

Khona:"Uhm..."

Lunele:"Youarenotdatingperiod,whatifyouget

pregnant"

Me:"Haibo,Andyoucandate.Wowwhataworld."

Irolledmyeyes.

Khona:"canwenotargue.?"

Me:"tellyourbrothertobackoffmylife."

Lunele:"IfIbackedoffwherewouldyoubenow?"

Ilookedathim.



Khona:"Brono"

Lunele:"no,Sheneedstoanswerherselfsince

shegrewsometitsonme."

Me:"Stopthecar"

Khona:"Ntokomalo"

Me:"JuststopthecarLunele!"

Icouldfeelmychestmovingupanddown.He

stoppedattheredrobotandIjusttookoffmyseat

beltandthrewthephoneatthefrontandjumped

off.

Me:"Youshouldhaveleftmethen"

Iclosedthedoorandwalkedoff.Tearsstreamed

downmycheeks.

.

.

.

★NDALO★



Thabisile:"Hey"

Me:"hi"

Wesharedahugastheywalkedinsidethehouse.

Me:"ithasbeenaminute"

Thabisile:"areallylongone"

Siyanda:"Ndalo"

Ifoldmyarmsandlookathim.

Siyanda:"soyouarenottalkingtome?"

Me:"youtriedkillingmyson"

Siyanda:"Iamsorry.Ididn'tmeanit"

Me:"whatIfhedied,whatifthatbulletpenetrates

himthenwhat?"

Hesighed.

Thabisile:"Ithinkitwasjustangernobigdeal"

Me:"ReallyThabisile?Soyouthinkit'sfine

shootingatourkids?"

"What'sgoingonhere?"



Nhlanhlacamedownthestairs.Iturnedaroundand

walkedupthestairsleavingthem..

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Me:"Whoupsetmywife?"

Thabisile:"sheisjustangryatSiyandaabout

Khona"

Me:"canwetalk?"

ShewalksoffandIlookatSiyanda

Me:"let'stakeawalkoutside"

Wewalkedout.

Siyanda:"youaregonnashoutatme?"

Me:"youareoldforthatandyouknowit.Ijust

don'tknowyouanymore"

Siyanda:"whatdoyoumean?"



Me:"eversinceyouandThabisilecameoutabout

havingkidsyouhaveacteddifferent,verydifferent

andiamnoticing.YouarenottheSiyandaweknew

whilegrowingup,theSiyandaweknewwhile

workingwithNkosi,TheSiyandaweknewwhofell

forSiza.Iknowyouhadgoodintentionswithher

,evenassuredNdalobutwhereisshenow?"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Ndaloisveryangryatyou.Sheis

disappointedatthekindofparentsyouturnedout

tobewhenitcomestoKhona.Iamtoo.Heisyour

son,HishatredforThabisilewouldn'tjust.Come

outofnowhere,It'sfromsomewhere.Hedoesn't

visityouguysbutcomestousallthetime.Doesn't

checkuponyouorcallyou.Hedoesn't

acknowledgeyoubothashisparentswhichshould

besomething.Webasicallyraisedyoursonwhile

youashisfatherisalive.Itsadifferentstoryfor

Mpendulobecausehedoesn'thavebothparents

butUsakhonastillhasafather."

Hekeptquiet



Me:"YiniinkingayakhoNdodangenganeyakho?

(What'syourproblemwithyourchild?)"

Hekeptquiet.

Me:"Iamgonnaleaveyoutothinkofthat"

IlefthimthereandIwentinsidethehouse.

ThabisilelookedatmeandIshookmyhead.

Thabisile:"Whatwereyousayingtohim?"

Me:"Iamactuallydisappointedinhowyoutreated

Khona"

Thabisile:"HowdidItreathim?"

IshookmyheadandIwalkedupthestairs.Igotin

thebedroomandNdalowaslookingoutsidebythe

balcony.IwalkeduptoherandIheldherfrom

behindthenkissedhercheek.

Me:"don'tstresstoomuch"

Ndalo:"theyareruiningmymood"

Me:"don'tletthem"

Shesighed.Shelookeduptome.



Ndalo:"NgiyakuthandaMthimkhulu(Iloveyou)"

Me:"Iloveyousomuch."

Shesmiledandlaidherheadonmychest.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Celiwe:"wherearewegoing?"

SheasksmeasIamseatedatthebackwithher.

Me:"Angazi(Idon'tknow)"

ShekeepsquietandIdothesame.Hekeeps

stealingglancesatusfromthereviewmirror.He

clearedhisthroat.

Mpande:"doyouguysneedanythingbeforeweget

onthefreeway?"

Celiwe:"Ineedtopee"

Helooksatme.Ikeepquiet.



Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"mmmh?"

Mpande:"youok?"

Me:"Kesharp(Iamok)"

Celiwe:"arewegettingtothetoilet?"

Mpande:"yesweare."

Celiwe:"Ok"

Thereissilenceinthecartillwereachthepetrol

stationandshehopsoutandgoestothetoilet.

Mpandefillsupthetank.

Mpande:"let'sgogetsomesnacksforYouguys"

Me:"Iamfine"

Mpande:"yoursisterthen"

Ihuffedandwebothhoppedoutofthecarandhe

lockedthecarwhiletheyfilledthetank.Wewent

insidetheshop.

Mpande:"letmeholdhim"

Igavethebabytohimandtookthesnacksthat



Celiwewillneed.

Mpande:"Lwande"

Ilookedathim.

Mpande:"Iamsorry"

Me:"about?"

Mpande:"Lange,whathappened.Iamsorry"

Me:"Wearenotdatinganymore.Wejusthavea

babytogether,Whatyoudodoesn'tinvolveme

anyhowinyourlovelife"

Ishovedthechocolateinthebasket.

Me:"Iamdone"

Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"IhavesaidmypieceMpande"

Hekeptquiet.Hewenttopayandthenafterwe

walkedout.WemetCeliwebythecar.

Celiwe:"Youok?"

Inoddedandweallgotinthecar.Itookmyson

fromMpande.Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.



.

.

.

★KHONA★

IhoppedoutofthecaraswellasLunele.

Ntokomalowaswalkingawayfastandweranupto

her.

Me:"Ntokomalo!"

Shedidn'tturnback.

Me:"Ntokomalo"

Wegottoher.

Ntokomalo:"Justleavemealone.Justleaveme

hereonthestreets"

Me:"Wecan'tleaveyou"

Sheshookherheadandcarriedonwalking.

Me:"Ntokomalo"

SheraisedherhandupindicatingIshouldkeep



quiet

Me:"dude"

Istoppedhimandshekeptonwalking.

Me:"youkeepfuckingup,what'syourproblem.?

Youwasn'tsupposedtosaythat."

Lunele:"Iknow"

Me:"Ifyoukeeponremindinghersheiswhereshe

isbecauseofyouthenleaveher.Ifyousavedher

onlytohurtherthenletherbeifyoudidn'tdoitout

ofthegoodnessofyourheart."

Hesighed.

Lunele:"Iamgonnafixthis"

Me:"youbetter.Iwillbeinthecar"

Henoddedandgavemethecarkeys.Hewalked

off.

.

.

.



★SIHLE★

Ilookedbetweenthebothofthem.Thingschange

withtime,Iactuallyenjoyhavingtheircompany

thoughsometimestheybothwouldn'ttalktomebut

Iunderstandthattheyarestilldealingwiththeir

issues.Iamstartingtobepatientbecauseofliving

withtwowomen,isthishowafamilymanbecomes.

WhatamIsting,Iamnotafamilyman.Iamyoung

forthat.

Me:"Youguysarestillfine?"

IlookatthemandGugunods.Inodaswell.

Gugu:"Idon'twanttobeinacrowd"

Me:"It'sjustfamily"

Gugu:"Still"

Me:"Iwillbethereandsoasyoursisters"

Shenodded.

Me:"Zinhle"

Shelookedatme.



Me:"Areyouhungry?"

Shenodded.

Me:"Ok,Iamsurethereisastopafewkilometers

away.Wewillgetyousomething"

Shenodded.Ismiledandconcerntratedonthe

road.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ikeptonwalkingwhilewipingmytears.Icould

hearfootstepsbehindmeandIknowsomeoneis

followingme.Myupperarmisheldanditurnit's

Lunele

Lunele:"Ntoko...."

Iyankmyarmoffhisgripandcarryonwalking.He

runsuptodtandinfrontofmeandItoldmyarms

andlookathim



Me:"can'tyouleavemealone?!"

Lunele:"Ican'tdothat.IamsorryforwhatIsaid"

Me:"youarenothighsoyouknewwhatyouwere

sayingandyoumentit.Honestlythankyoufor

everythingbuteverypersonforthemselves"

Iwalkedpasthimandhecameafterme.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo"

Heheldmywaistanditriedgettingofhisgripbut

heheldmeclosetohim.Helockedmeinhis

embrace.

Me:"Luneleleavemealone!"

Itriedfightinghimbuthewouldn'tbudge.Itdidn't

helpthathehadastronggripaswell.

Lunele:"Iamsorry.IknowIamshittyandihave

beenshittyonyou"

Me:"no youhavebeenabsolutelybeenadick

aboutEverything!"

Lunele:"IrealisethatandIamsorry.Iamsorry

Ntokomalo"



Hesoftenedhisfaceandlookedatme.Ifoldedmy

arms.

Lunele:"Iamsorry"

HeperkedmylipsandIpushedhisfaceandhithis

shoulder.

Me:"don'teverdothat.Iamnotyourgirlfriend.

Don'teverkissme"

Henodded.Iclickedmytongue.Godthisman

pissedmeoff.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★SIHLE★



WegottoagarageandIparkedmycar.Therewas

steersandwimpyaswell,IamsureZinhleisdying

tohavesomefood.ActuallyIshouldcontacta

socialworkeraboutadoptingherandofficially

makinghermydaughter,Mmmhniceringtoit.

Daughter,Nobabymamadrama,justustwo.I

openthedoorforGuguandZinhleandtheyhopout.

Iclosethedoorandlockedthecar.

Me:"wheredoyouwanttogo?"

IlookatherandshepointsatWimpy.

Me:"come"

Icarriedheronmyshouldersandwewenttowards

Wimpy.Guguwasquiet.

Me:"areyouok?"

Shelookedatme.

Gugu:"whyareyounice?"

Ifrowned.

Me:"meaning?"



Gugu:"guysusuallyhaveagendasyouknow"

Me:"Wearenotallthesame"

Shenodded.

Me:"Thekids,Idon'twanttotouchyourfresh

woundsbutdotheirfather'sknowthattheyare

deceased?"

Gugu:"Theywouldn'tcare.Theydidn'tandsome

don'tknowtheyhadkidswithme"

Shelooksatmeandhereyesareglossy.Weenter

wimpy.

Me:"iamsorryaboutthat"

Shenods.Wearedirectedtogoandsitdownand

menusarebroughttous.iseewhatIlikeandilook

atgugu

Me:"whatwillyouhave?"

Shelooksuptome.

Gugu:"someseafood"

Inodded.



Me:"wellIwillhavesomemeat."

Ilookedatthemenuandoutitdown.Ilookat

Zinhlewhowaslookingeverywhere.

Me:"Zinhle"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"Khulumanami(talktome)"

Shetouchesthewafflesonthedesertside.

Me:"youwantthat?"

Shenodsshyly.

Me:"don'tbeafraidtotalk"

Shetakescloseshermenu.

Zinhle:"Saneuzongishaya(Sanewillhitme)"

Shegivesmealook.Gugulooksatus.Ipullherin

foralittlehug.

Me:"ngekeakushaye,ngekeUsakhona(shewon't

hityou.Youwon'tseeher)"

Shenods.

Me:"Ihavetoenrollyouinanewschool"



Gugusmiles.

Gugu:"Youloveher?"

IlookatZinhle.

Me:"iamwarminguptoher.Iamstartingtohavea

softspotforher."

Shenods.Thewaitercomestotakeourordersand

weletZinhlegoandplay.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

AssoonaswegottoDurbanitwasexciting.Tobe

inanewenvironmentforamoment,havenever

reallytravelledoutofGautengsobeinghereinKzn

issomethingelse.Iwonderifwewillgotothe

oceanaswell.

Celiwe:"Canwegototheoceanwhilewearehere?

"



WelookateachothersmilingandMpandelooksat

us.Mysmilefades.

Mpande:"wewillgo"

Shesqueelsinexcitement.Ilookoutsidethe

windowandeverythingisjustamazing,it'sabreath

offreshair.Hestretcheshisarmsandkeepson

driving.Wegettoagoodneighbourhoodand

housesaroundhereareamazing,wefinallystopat

hishomeandtherearealreadycarshere.Weget

outandhetakesthebabyawayfrommeandwe

takeoursmallbagsandclosethedoors.

Celiwe:"iamscared"

Shewhispers.

Me:"metoo"

Wefollowedafterhimandweheardsomelaughter

andpeopletalkingwewalkedinandsawsomeof

hisbrothersandfamilymembers.Iwantedtoturn

backthatverymoment.

Mpande:"wearehomewithTheRhadebeprince"

Woman:"ohmyGodheissoCute.Bringhimhere!



"

Shestandsup.Hisparentsarenotinsight.Others

enteraswellandKhonaturnsbackandwalksout.

"Usakhona!"

Mpande'smotherrunsafterhim.Hisfatherwalks

downthestairs.Iamswallowing.

Celiwe:"Iamscared."

Iholdherhand.Iamtoo

Ndu:"HeyLwande"

Me:"hi"

Woman:"ohsorry.IamKamogelo,Mpande's

secondmother.Thisismyhusbandingathi,

SiyandaandThabisile"

Thabisile:"youtellkidsmyname"

Ndu:"really?Youaretoooldforthis"

Ingathi:"Mpendulo"

Mpande'smothercomesbackinsideandtherest

follow.



Thabisile:"khona"

Khona:"let'skeepourdistancebetweenthethree

ofusthankyou"

"Mommydaddy!"

Weturnedaroundtothatshreekingsoundandit'sa

teenagegirlrunningtowardsMpande'sfather.They

shareahug.AladywholookslikeKamowalksinas

well.

Her:"heyfamily.!"

Kamo:"IammadatyouSiphephelo"

Her:"sorrymom.,Daddy"

Mpande'smom:"thankyouforfetchingher."

Siphephelo:"nosweataunty"

Theyshareahug.Okthisisstartingtobeawkward.

Mpande'smotherturnstome.Shesmiles.

Her:"isthisher?"

Mpandenodsandshecomesandgivesmeaheart

warminghugshesmellssonice.Youcanjustsink

inherarms.



Her:"callmeNdalo.IamMpande'smother,you

lookbeautiful.Iamhappyyourgrandmother

allowedyoutobehere"

CeliweandIlookateachotherandweholdeach

other'shands.Mpandeclearedhisthroat.

Mpande:"uhm ,hergrandmotherisnotmore.Iwill

tellyoulater"

Ndalo:"ohIamsorry.Mycondolences"

InodandshehugsCeliweandrubsherstomach.

Ndalo:"suitsyou.Ihopethepersonisdead"

Weallquiet.Whatisthiswomansaying"

Khona:"IstabbedhimmommysoIamsureheis"

Howdoessheknow?Didtheytellher?She

smilesandlooksatus.

Ndalo:"it'sinyoureyes.Youhavepainthanshame

orjustplainjoyorsadness.Iamoldforcryingout

loud"

Everyonelaughs.

Ndalo:"Ihopehedoesrightbyyou"



Shesmiles.IlookatMpande,thisone?Never.

Mpande:"Iwill"

HesaidproudlyandIrolledmyeyes.Pleasewhois

hefooling?

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iendedupleavingwiththem.WhatcanIdoreally?

IwassilentthewholewaytillwereachedDurban

anditwasabitrelieving,maybeIcanhavesome

peacewhilehere.Wegettohishomeandeveryone

isenjoyingthereunion.Iaminvisible,gooduntil

Lunele'smothercomesandgivesmeahugaswe

areallseatedfordinner.Thiswomanisfullof

warmth,wonderhowshehadsuchajerkofason.

Khona:"areyouok?"

Inod.



Me:"yes"

LunelelooksatusandIcarryonwithmyfood.

Ndalo:"whereisSihle?"

Kamo:"Iwasabouttoaskthesamething"

Everyonelooksateachotherandwehearthedoor

opening.Perfecttiming.

"Family!"Thewomenstandupandhewalksin

withhisgirlfriendandchild.HelooksatNdu's

girlfriendandherchildjumpsforjoy.

"ZinhleZinhle!"

Wealllookathimputtingdownthechildandthey

arescreaminginjoy.

Sihle:"Iguessshehashertimes."

HeshootsadaggerinNdu'sgirlfriend'sdirection.

What'supwiththat?

Ndalo:"Iguessallmybabiesaregettingmarried

andgrowingup.

Kamo:"it'sluck"



Sig:"woah,notsofast.ThisisGugu,Alwandeand

Celiwe'soldersister"

Kamo:"youboo"

Gugu:"no...no"

Sihlechuckled.

Sihle:"mahdon'tbeforward"

Istoodup.

Me:"canIusethebathroom?"

Ndalo:"sure.Downthepassageonyourleftthere

isabathroom"Inoddedandwalkedoff.Icouldn't

sitdown.IfeltthereandIclosedthedporandwent

tothesinkandlookedatmyself.Isplashedmyface

withwater.ItwillneverwashawaywhoIamreally,

nothing.TearsstreameddownmyeyesandI

closedthetapandtherewasalightknockonthe

bathroomdoor..

"Ntokomalo"

Iignoredhimforasecondandwashedmyface.I

closethetapandpatdrymyfacebeforegettingout

andheisstandingbythedoor.



Lunele:"canwegoforadrivelatertonight?"

Me:"tomorrow,Iamstillangryatyou"

Heputshishandsinhispocket.

Lunele:"ok"

Itriedmovingpasthimbutheheldmywaist.

Lunele:"wozalahNtokomalo(comehere)"

Hesayssoftlyandmybodyisreacting.Yeydon't

betrayme,pleasedon'tweneedameetingafter

this.

Lunele:"Imissus"

Hesays.Ilookathim.

Me:"whatis?"

Lunele:"canwenotinvolveanger?IknowIneed

torectifymyself.Iamtryingtofixeverythingit's

just."

Hepushedmeinsidethebathroomandkickedthe

doorclosedandlockeditwithafingertipby

pressingsomebuttononthewall.Hepickedmeup

andkissedmylipswhilestandinginbetweenmy



legs.Ipushhimandhegoesinformyboobsand

placeshishandtherecaressingitsoftly.

Me:"Lunelestop"

Hekissesmyneck.

Lunele:"Iwon't"

Me:"stop!Stop"

Heplaceshisfingerundermychinandperksmy

lips.

Lunele:"Iamnotleadingyouonthistime.Iwant

you"

Iswallowedandhekissedme.

Me:"yourparents."

Lunele:"Iamhavingtimewithmywoman.They

canwait"

Hekissesmewhilecaressingmyboobs.Thisman

bathing,didheseehowhismotherjumpedthe

wallslikespidermanlasttime.Didheseehisuncle

shootinghisson.Andhesaysthis,Idon'twanna

die



.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Luneledidn'tcomebackwithhisgirl,wefinished

somedinnerandwewentoutsidewithuncle

NhlanhlaandKhona.Hewantedtotalktous.We

lookedathimaswestoodbythepoolside.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavefoundyourmother'sfamily"

Me:"really?"

Nhlanhla:"yes"

Me:"anddad?"

Nhlanhla:"wearehisfamily"

Me:"oh,Isee"

Nhlanhla:"theyareinThembisa"Inodded.

Khona:"thankyoudad.Youpulledthroughforus"

Me:"yesthankyousomuch"



HenoddedandKhona'sfathercameoutwiththe

rest.Iwonderwhatisthisman'sproblem.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IlookedatSihle,heseemedhappyandwasallover

thiswoman.Checkingifshesheisfine,getting

everythingsheneeds,evenZinhle.Hewasjustso

softaroundthem.

Gugu:"SihleIamfine.ZinhleandIarefine"

Sihle:"ok.Letmeleave."

Hewalkedoutofthekitchen.Sthawashappythat

herfriendishere.Icouldn'tleaveherwhenNdu

askedmetocomewithhim.

Kamo:"youandMpendulo,didn'tknow"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Kamo:"no..no,justsurprisedbutifheishappyI

amdrop.Thatmeansyouaswell"



Ismiled.me:"thankyou"

"Wine!"

Theybringsomewine.

Ndalo:"ihopeLuneleisnothavingsexinmyhouse

"

Shepourswineandtheladieslaugh

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

"mmmh"Ithrowmyheadbackasheholdsmy

legsapart.MyhandsonhisniceGermancutthat

suitshimsoperfectly.Heissoperfectinhisown

way,mylegsstartshakingandhekeepson

devouringlikeit'shislastdayonearth.Ibreathein

andoutandhepullsmebymylegsupandhe

kissesmylipsandIreturnit.Hebreaksthekissand

iamholdingontothesidebaseofthesink.He



positionshimselfandthrustsinslowly.

"Ah!"

Iketoutasoftmoan.

Lunele:"fuck!"

Heholdsmywaistashegrindsandthrustsinme.

Mytoescurlashestartstakingoffmysneakers

andIplaywithmybreasts.Hegetsdoneandhe

playedwithmybreasts.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo"

Men:"mmmhyes"

Heincreasedhispace.Iamgoingtoregretthis

after.Iknow.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★LUNELE★

IreallydidanumberonNtokomalo.Iamconfusing

her,iknowbuthonestlyIdon'tliketheroutemy

heartwantstotakeandthat'slovingher,Idon't

wanttobeheartbroken,Icanbevulnerable.I

connectwithhersodeeplythatIfeltandfeel

connectedwithherevenwhenweareintimate,it's

scary.Iamtoughbuttherearethingsthatjust

scaresaperson.Emotions,Iknowshetriesto

meanwellallthetimeandIkeeponhurtingher.It

hurtsmeIhurther.IreallymessedupwithwhatI

saidandIneedtofixthatwithher.Iswitchedoff

thelightsafterlookingatherrestingonthebedand

Itookachairandsatnexttothebedsideand

watchedher.Istrokemyhandsonherbackand

sheissilentlysleeping.IcaresshersoftlybeforeI

retrenchmyhand.



.

.

.

★SIHLE★

everyoneisgoingtorestnow.IhaveputZinhleand

gugutorest.Theyaresharingaroom.thereare

morethanenoughroomsinthishouseandIhave

nothingtoworryabouttheirsafety.Iwalkthrough

thepassageandIseeVuyelwastandingbythewall.

Vuyelwa:"Sihle"

Ilookedather.

Vuyelwa:"canwetalk?"

Me:"about?"

Vuyelwa:"Zinhletheus"

Me:"thereisnothingtodiscusswithyou

concerningZinhleandus,itwasaphaseofhelping

"



Vuyelwa:"Please..."

Me:"VuyelwaI..."

"Sihle"

IturnedanditwasGugu.

Me:"goodnightVuyelwa"

IturnedandwenttoGugu.

Me:"areyouok?"

Gugu:"sheisfidgiting"

IwalkedinsidethebedroomandZinhlewas

fidgiting.

Me:"Let'sletherbeforawhile.Sheneedstofight

whateverisinthereonherown"

Gugu:"sheisjustachild"

Me:"Iknow"

Sheshookherhead.IputmyhandonZinhle'sback

soshecouldfeelmypresence.

.

.



.

★NDALO★

Wewokeupinthemorningandhadawonderful

breakfastwitheveryone.Nooneonsomeone's

throat.Everyonewashavingawonderfultime.I

wasnervous,IknowNhlanhlaandihavebeen

marriedfor30yearsbutthisfeelslikeaweddingall

overagain.Kamowalksinsidethebottomstairs

bedroomwhereIamgettingprepared.It'sjust

somethingintimateandnotbig.Shesmilesasshe

seesme.

Kamo:"youlookwonderful"

Me:"thankyou "

Kamo:"IwantingathiandItoreachthisaswell"

Me:"youwill,howmanyyearsagain?"

Shegiggled.

Kamo:"21years.Well9yearsisclose"

Me:"that'sthespirit."



Welaughed.Themakeupteamwalkedinandshe

wenttositonthebed.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ihaven'ttalkedtoLunelesinceIwokeup.Haven't

hadachancetodoso.Thelittleceremonywas

doneinthebackyard.Ithadhugespaceandit

lookedamazingfromwhereIamseeingoutsidethe

window.Peopleareupanddowntheyard.Iam

sureit'scateringteamaswellandIseesomereally

IpeoplewhichIassumearefamilymembers.

"Canwetalk?"IturnaroundandIlookathimand

nod.Hepullsmyhandandsitsmeonthebed.He

standsInfrontofmeandlooksdownonme.He

rubshishandsandsighs.

Lunele:"iwanttosayIamsorry.Iwasajerkand

Stillamajerk,thewayItalkedtoyoushouldn'tbea



wayItalktoyou.Iwasjealouswhenyou

mentionedyouwoulddatesomeone'selsebesides

me.HonestlyIwantyoualltomyselfbutthat

doesn'tjustifyanything"

Me:"youareright,itdoesn't.YouhurtmeLunele.

Somuch,nowIfeellikeyouarejustdoingmea

favour.Mebeinghereisafavour"

Heholdsmyhands.

Lunele:"it'snot.Iamnotdoingafavourforyou.I

loveyou"

Me:"youhurtmeLunele...Waityouwhat?"

Heputshishandsinhispocket.

Lunele:"iloveyou"

AmIhearingthings?Hetakesoutoneofhishand

andcaressesmyfaceandliftsitupashebringshis

downandhekissesme.

Lunele:"Iloveyou,Ntokomaloandiwillproveit

everyday"

Iautomaticallyblushed.Ilookedasideandhe

bringsmyfacetolookathim.



Lunele:"Ngikhulumanawe(Iamtalkingtoyou)"

Hesmirks,Ican'tstopblushing.

Me:"Ihearyou"

Lunele:"awungithandi?(Youdon'tloveme?)"I

stoodupfromthebed.

Me:"justbecauseyousaidyoulovemedoesn't

meanIautomaticallyloveyouaswellLunele.I

havetogetdressed"

Hechuckled.

Lunele:"Ok,it'slikethatnow?"

Inodded.

Me:"yousweatformyloveBhuti(brother)"

Lunele:"Iamupforthechallenge"

Heplaceshishandsinhispockets.

Me:"goodthen"

Helooksatmeandsmirksbeforechucklingand

pullsmebymywaist.

Lunele:"butIdon'thavetosweatforakiss"



Hekissedmylips.

Me:"thataswell"

Imovedfromhim.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Celiwe:"ifIwasold,IwouldbesayingthatmaybeI

woukdfindahusband"

Me:"notinthisfamily"

Celiwe:"really?YouseeBhutiSihleandletmetool"

Sheputsthedressonthebed.

Me:"thatissmart"

Sherollshereyes.Itakeoutthebottlefrommy

baby'smouthandoutitaside.Thereisaknockon

thedoor,welookupandit'sMpande.

Mpande:"areyouguysok?"



Inod.

Mpande:"LwandecanItalktoyou"

CeliwelooksatmeandIsigh.Istandupandfollow

afterhimandwestandoutside.

Ilookathimwaitingforhimtosayhispiecem.

Mpande:"IbrokethingsoffwithLange"

Me:"so?"

Mpande:"ngiyakuthandaLwande.Kakhulu(Ilove

yousomuch)withourbaby.IknowIhavealotof

growinguptodo,alongwaytogowithfixingmy

mistakes"

Me:"youarenotwrongaboutgrowingup"

Mpande:"Iknow.Iammanythings,lie,cheat,an

excuseofaman"

Me:"youareaboyMpandehonestlyIdon'treally

seewhyyouaretellingmeallofthis,Iwon'ttell

youhowmuchyouhavehurtmebecauseit'sall

deafears.Whateveryoudonow,don'tdoitforme

butforyouandyourson.Youneedtoberolemodel

tohimoneday.Wouldyouwanthimtobelikeyou



oneday?Askyourselfthat,doyouwanthimtolook

upinthewayyouaredoingthings?Thinkofthings

likethat.Athiubabawamingiyaziqhenyangayeto

otherpeopleandsayitproudly.Wouldyouwant

himtosaythatortheopposite.?Iamtiredoftelling

youthesamethingMpandelikeIamyourmother.I

amnotyourmotherMpande,Iamonlyamotherto

onepersoninthisworldandthatisyourson."

Iwalkedoffandwentinsidewhileclosingthedoor.

Celiwe:"tense"

Me:"getdressed."

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

Imessedup,ImessedupbadlyandIdon'tthinkwe

arecomingbackfromthis.Ifeelsomeonetouching

myshoulderandilookedupanditwasdad.



Dad:"whyareyoucrying?"

Myeyesareburning.

Me:"Ilosther"

Nhlanhla:"youcan'tlooseaperson"

Iwipedmyeyes.

Nhlanhla:"youloveher?"

Inodded.

Dad:"thenwhyyoukeephurtingher?"

Ikeepquiet.

Dad:"doyouhurtsomeoneyoulove?"

Me:"No"

Dad:"stoplyingtoyourself.Youdon't"

Me:"Ido."

Dad:"ifshedoesn'twantyiuanymoreit'sbecause

ifyou.Youdon'thurtsomeoneyoulove,it's

twistedtohurtsomeoneandsayyoulovethem.

Mpandeyoudon'tlovethatgirl"

Me:"daddon'tsaythat"



Dad:"Iwillsayit,Iwillsayityoudon'tbecauseif

youlovedheryouwouldn'tbecryingcrocodiletears

hereinthepassagesayingyouloveher"

Me:"IdoloveLwande.Ilovehersomuch"

Dad:"Idon'tknowwhichseeddidIproduce"

Hewalksoff.Iwipemyeyesandsniff.Ilookatthe

doorsheenteredbeforewalkingaway.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

IwasreadyontimesoasLunele,Hedoesn'texpect



metobejustokwitheverything.Thatcan'thappen

sosoon.Noitcan't,Ican'tbethatsoftaroundhim

,Ican'tlethimwalkallovermewhenhewantsto.

HeneedstoknowthatNtokomalosurvivedwithout

himbeforeandhewillafter.

Lunele:"Itlooksliketheceremonyisstarting"

Heislookingout

Me:"Iamdone"

Helooksatmeandholdsmywaist

Lunele:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

HeledthewayandIwalkedout,theotherswere

doingthesameaswell.Iamjustnervousthatnot

oneofhisfamilymemberstormentmetoday

becausereallyIamnotinthemoodtofeeldown

andabout.Ireallyhopeeverythinggoeswell.

.

.

.



★MPENDULO★

Everyonewaswalkingouttothebackyardbecause

theceremonyisstarting.Iwasfeelingdown.Ikeep

onresearchingaboutmyparentsontheinternet

andtheirinfoisdisplayedaboutthembeinginlove

andTheirdeaths,Howmyfatherandmotherdied

reallyhurtme.Ican'tbelieveshewasselfishtokill

herselfandleaveuslikethat,leavemeparentless

andKhonamotherless.

Vuyelwa:"areyoucoming?"

Iwaslookingatmyphonethenlookeduptoher.

Me:"youcangoon.Iwillcatchuptoyou"

Shelookedatme.

Vuyelwa:"areyousureyouareok?"

Me:"yeah,justneedtocollectmyself"

Shecomesandkissesmyforehead.

Vuyelwa:"okthe.,ifyouneedanything,callme"

Inoddedassheturnedandmadeherwayout.Ilaid



onthebed.Idon'tfeellikebeinginacrowdatthe

moment.Ineedtoknowwhokilledmyfather,I

needtoknowwhymymotheronlythoughtof

herselfandnotthepeopleshebroughtintothis

earthaswell.IhateherforthatbecauseIfeellikeI

don'tbelonganymore,justanoutcastfromtherest.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

Thewholesetuplookedsobeautifullikeareal

wedding,thisiswonderfulandalsojustpurely

amazing.IwasholdingZinhle'shandaswe

followedSihle,itbreaksmyheartEverytimeIlookat

achild.EspeciallyZinhleandAlwande'schild.It

remindsmesomuchofmychildren.Icrymyself

everynightandblamemyself,ifIdidn'tleavethem,

ifIknewthatthefirewouldbreakout.IfIsavedmy

babiesontime.Ifeellikeafailure,Iamnotagood

mother.Ifailedtoprotectmyownkidsfromharm



tilldeathtookthem.

Wegottotheseatsandseateddown.

Sihle:"areyouok?"

Iswallowedthelumpandnoddedthenlookedaway.

Sihle:"Gugu"

Me:"mmmh?"

Ilookedathimandheheldmyhandandsqueezed

itinassuringmanner.IbreathedoutandCeliwe

withAlwandeapproachedusandcametositdown

nexttous.Alwandelookedsour.

Celiwe:"itwastense"

Shewhisperedtome.Iknowit'sMpande.His

fatherlookshandsomethoughitImaysay.Heis

aginggracefullywithhiswife.

"Hereshecomes"

Weallturnedaroundandstoodup.

.

.



.

★NDALO★

Kamo:"walkinthere"

Ibreathedout.

"Notwithoutme"

Iturnedaround.Iwassohappytoseehim,ithas

beenlong.weshareahugandhechuckled.

Me:"Ntokozo"

Ntokozo:"come,Ialwayswantedtothreatenhim"

Me:"nodon'tdothat"

Hetakesmyhandandhooksitwithhis.

Ntokozo:"heneedstoknowyouhavesomeone

whowillkillhimforyouifhedoessomething"

Me:"wehavebeenmarriedforyearsandNhlanhla

hasalwaysmademehappy"

Hejustlookedatmethenwestartedwalkingdown

ontheredflowerpetals.



"Alwaysandforever

Eachmomentwithyou,isjustlikeadreamtome

Thatsomehowcametrue

Andiknowtomorrow,willstillbethesame

Causewe'vegotalifeoflove,thatwon'tever

change

Everyday,lovemeyourownspecialway

Meltallmyheartaway,withasmile

Taketimetotellme,youreallycare

Andwe'llsharetomorrow,together

BabyIalwaysloveyou,forever......."

Nhlanhla'smusicselectionisalwaysshockingand

alsomakesyousmile,it'slikeheissayingthose

wordshimself.WegottohimandNtokozokissed

myhandbeforegoingtositdown.Iheldmy

husband'shandsandsmiledathim.

Pastor:"Dearlybeloved,awaregatheredhereto

renewthelovebetweenNhlanhlaRhadebeand

BuhlebendaloRhadebe.Godhasblessedand



strengthenedthiswonderfulunion30yearsago

andsohewillcontinuedoingso."

IlookedatNhlanhla.

Pastor:"maywepleasehowourheadsforprayer"

Weallbowedoutheadsasheprayedandwesaid

Amen.

Pastor:"todayIwillbespeakingfrom1

Corinthians,1Corinthians13vs4-8speaksabout

thelovemadebyGodandwhattrueloveoffers."

Hecloseshisbibleforamoment.

Pastor:"pleasecanyoubringinthenewrings"

Theywerebroughtforth.Heprayeruponthemand

wesaidAmen.Heopenedthebibleagain.

Pastor:"1Corinthians7:3Amanshouldfulfilhis

dutyasahusband,andawomanshouldfulfilher

dutyasawife,andeachshouldsatisfytheother's

needs."

Webothnoddedandlookedateachother

Pastor:"1Corinthians7:4Awifeisnotthemaster



ofherownbody,butherhusbandis;inthesame

wayahusbandisnotthemasterofhisownbody,

buthiswifeis."

Nhlanhla:"Ilikethatone"

Me:"baby"

Peoplechuckledandsoasthepastor.

Pastor:"everyonedoes."

IlookatNhlanhla

PastorandMatthew19:6]Sotheyarenolongertwo,

butone.Nohumanbeingmustseparate,then,what

Godhasjoinedtogether.Joinhandsandcloseyour

eyes."

Wedidoncemoreasheprayedforus.

Pastor:"NhlanhlaRhadebeyoucanstart"

Nhlanhla:"thankyouMfundisi(pastor)"

Helookeddownthenstraightintomyeyes.

Nhlanhla:"Ihaveknownyouformorethanthe30

yearswehavebeenmarried.IhaveneverthoughtI

wouldhaveafamilywithyou.Notinabadwaymy



love,(Ichuckled)IloveyouBuhlebendalo,you

werementforme.youcompletemeinmanyways

possibleandyoumademethemanIamtoday,a

manthathasafamily,afather,ahusbandtoyou.I

willkeepmybowonprotectingyou,lovingyouand

makingyouhappytillourlastdaysonearth.

Througheverything,westucktogether.Iwillkeep

onbeingthehusbandyoudesiremetobb,abest

friendyouwantmetobe,everythinginone

package.IloveyouwithallmyheartandIcould

neverloveanotherwomenlikeIloveyou"

HeputhishandonmycheekandIsmiledwith

tearsinmyeyes.Hetakestheringandhetakesmy

rightfinger.

Nhlanhla:"it'sanewring,Itsymbolisesnewgrowth

betweenus,refreshingloveandstrengthtogoon

buttheoldonerepresentstheholdandthethings

wefacedtogetherthepast30years.Itwasn'teasy

butitisworthitandmore."

Heslipsitinandpeopleululate.Icouldn'tcontain

mytears.Theyfellandhewipedthem.



.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

ThelovebetweenMpande'sparentsisamazing,

youjustwishtohaveorfindthesamelovethey

sharebutpeopleofourgenerationwon'texperience

thattruely.Majoritywon'tbecauseitlastedintheir

time.That'swhentruelovereallyexisted.My

eyeswonderedoffandlandedonMpande,hewas

lookingatusfromtheotherside.Ireallyhave

nothingtosaytohimanymorethedecisionishi.

That'sallIcansay,heneedstomanupforhisson

that'sall.

.

.

.

.
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★KAMOGELO★

Theceremonylookedsowonderful,verytouching

andLovingaswell.ThroughtheyyearsIhave

knownthemtheyarewonderfultogether,avery

perfectfit.TheysharedakissandiheldIngathi's

handandhekissedit.Westoodupandclapped

ourhandswhiletheothersululatedandwhistled.

Wewerealljoyfulasmusicplayedsoftlyasthey

walkedpastus,IcanseetheboysandgirlsbutI

can'tseemtoseeMpenduloanywhere.Istart

lookingaroundandIcan'tseehim.

Me:"Ingathi"

Heturnstome.



Ingathi:"Mylove"

Me:"Ican'tseeMpendulo"

Ingathi:"maybehewenttothebathroom"

Inoddedandheheldmywaist.

Ingathi:"come"

Wewalkedoffwiththeothersfollowing.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IlookedaroundandMpendulodidn'tevencometo

theceremony.Iwonderifheisokwhereheis,let

megoandcheckonhim.

Me:"comebaby"

ItakeStha'shandandwewalktowardsthehouse.

It'sverybusyaswell.Iwalkedupthestairswith

herandIgottothebedroomwewereusingandI



knocked.

Me:"Ndu"

Itriedopeningthedoorbutit'snotopening.

Me:"Mpenduloareyouok?"

Iknockonthedoorbutnothing,Itryopeningagain.

NowIamworried."

Me:"Ndu!"

Stha:"mommy"

Ilookedatherandsighed.

Me:"MpenduloIamworried.Pleaseopenthedoor

"

Nothingstill,Iturn.

Me:"comelet'sgo"

Wewalkedoffgoingdownstairs

.

.

.



★LUNELE★

Ntokomalo:"yourfatheriscallingyou"

ShereferstoKhona,myparentsarestuckintheir

ownworldonthedancefloor.Thisfeelslikea

wedding.Othersstartstandingaswellandgoingto

thedancefloortodanceaswell.Startersget

servedintheprocess.

Khona:"ignorehim"

Shekeptquiet.Hegulpeddownthebrandyonthe

table.

Me:"slowdown"

Khona:"Idon'ttellyouwhattodowhenyousniff

yourcoke"

Igavehimaneye.

Ntokomalo:"Let'snotfight.Idon'thaveenergyfor

that"

Me:"Iamcomingback"

Istoodup.



Ntokomalo:"Lunele"

ShesayssoftlybutIignoreandwalkoff.Igo

insideandwentupstairstomybedroom.Igotin

andclosedthedoor,Itookoffmyblazerandtook

outthecokeandlookedatitforsometime.Isat

onthebedandsighedbeforeopeningitandIwent

tomybedsideandspiltitonthereandstarted

preparingthelines.Aknockonthedoordisturbs

measIdothesecondline.IwipemynoseandI

walktothedoorandopenit.It'sNtokomalo.

Ntokomalo:"Justoneday"

Ipullherclosetomebyherwaistandkissher.I

closethedoorbehindherandpinnedheronitthen

brokethekiss.Shelooksatme,Ifeelweak.

Ntokomalo:"(softly)Lunele"

Shetouchesundermynoseandherfingershave

blood.Webothlookatthem.

Ntokomalo:"come"

ShepulledmetothebathroomandIwenttowash

mynoseandpushedmyheadup.Iclosedmyeyes



.Iopenedthemandlookedather,shelooks

concerned.

Me:"Iamok"

Ntokomalo:"untilwhen?"

Ikeepquietshewalksout.

Me:"Ntokomalo!"

IhearthedoorbangingandIsigh.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Thetwoleftus,SihlejoinedmewithMpande's

babymamaandhersistersaswell.Heseemsfond

ofthelittlegirlsomuch.Ikeepondrinkingthe

brandy

Sihle:"Ihaven'tseenNdu,whereishe?"

Ishrugged.



Me:"Ishouldcheckonhim.Ididn'tseehimatthe

ceremonytoo"

Sihle:"Shouldwebeworried?"

Ne:"Iwillgoandinvestigate"

HenoddedandIstoodupholdingontothetableto

gaingreatsight.Iwenttooheavyonthebrandy,I

putmyhandsinmypocketandIwalkedtowards

thehouse,Iwentupstairs.

"Khona"

IstoppedmytracksanditwasThabisile.Irolled

myeyesandcariedonwalking.

Thabisile:"Iamyourmother"

Me:"mymotherisinhergrave.Youarenotmy

mother"

Sheheldmyarmquickly.

Thabisile:"Shedidn'traiseyousosheisjustan

incubator"

Ilookedather.

Me:"fokofyezwaThabisile,youeversaythat



aboutmymotherwewillhaveseriousproblems.

Youdidn'traiseme.Ndalodid!"

Iyankedmyarmoffher.

Me:"Ngiyekeungangithintingobangizonquma

leminweyakhouzongisanganela(leavemealone,

don'ttouchmeorIwillcutyourfingers)"

IpushedheroffthewayandwenttoMpendulo's

room.Iknockedonthedoor.

Me:"Ndu!"

Therewassilence.

Me:"MpenduloVulalah(openhere)!"

Thedopropened.

Ndu:"can'tyougivemepeace?"

Me:"wedon'thavepeaceinthisfamily,move"

Iwalkedinlasthimandheclosedthedoorlocking.

Me:"what'sup?Wedidn'tseeyou"

Ndu:"Ididn'tfeellikeattending?"

Me:"smokosikephi?(What'stheproblem?)"



Hewentandsatonthebed.

Ndu:"Iwantanswers.Ifeellikeanoutsider,I

wanttoknowwhyourmotherwasselfishtokill

herself,Iwanttoknowwhokilledmyfather,fuck!

"

Tearsstreameddownhiseyesandhelaidbackon

thebed.

Ndu:"Ifeelvulnerable"

Me:"it'soktobe."

Isatnexttohim.

Me:"IhavealwayscriedmyselfwhenIwasyoung,

whymymotherdidn'tlovemelikeSisandaor

Manqoba.WhywasItreateddifferentlyandnowit

makesSense.Thabisilewasnevermymotherto

beginwith.Youarenotanoutsider,youaremy

brother.Wehaveeachother,thepeoplewhohave

thesameperson'sbloodrunningthroughourveins.

"

Ndu:"mmh"

Me:"wewillfindanswers.Iwishweknewour



mother,maybethingswouldhavebeenbetterora

bitdifferent?"

Ndu:"maybe"

Ilaidbackonthebedandweweresilent.

Ndu:"soyouaredrunk"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iamstressed."

Ndu:"youarepisseddrunkKhona.DidNdalosee

you?"

Me:"Idoubt"

Ndu:"thanksbro"

Me:"anytimesmall"

Ndu:"don'tsaythat"

Me:"Iamthefirstborn"

Ndu:"youareolderthanmewithjustafewmonths

"

Me:"inthepreviousyear"

Ndu:"arghstill"



Me:"justgiveup."

Heshookhishead.Wejustlaidonthebed.

Me:"wewillfindyourfather'skiller"

Henodded.

.

.

.

★THABISILE★

Iwentbackoutside,Mymoodjustwentdown.I

satnexttoSiyanda.

Siyanda:"areyouok?"

Me:"it'sKhona"

Siyanda:"whatdidhedo?"

Ne:"iamtrying"

Siyanda:"lethimbe"

Hesighed.



Me:"what?"

Siyanda:"Sheshouldn'thavekilledherself"

Me:"reallyarewetalkingaboutSiza?Sheisdead"

Siyanda:"butIlovedhertoo.Iamjustsaying"

Me:"mxm

IhavetovisittheSangomathesedays.

.

.

.

.

****

HewalkeddownthestairsandIlookedathimtillhe

reachedhebottomstairs.HewalkedpastmeandI

closedmyeyesandbreathedout,Ifollowedtothe

dinningroomandthefoodisalreadysetup.It's

justthetwoofusonthislongtable,Mysoulisnot

ok.It'sneverbeenok,thesedays.

Him:"WhatcarshouldIbuy?"



Heputsthenapkinonhislap,beforeheendulges

ontheeggsfirst.

Me:"Idon'twantone"

Hegivesmealook.

Me:"justbecauseIhaven'tsaidanythingandyou

throwingmoneyatmedoesn'tmeanIcantolerateit

Zakhele,Youcan'tkeepthrowingmoneyinmyface

tosilenceme,Iamtired,Ican'ttakeitanymore

......"

Hebangedthetablewithhisfistandijumped.

Zakhele:"yougrewsomeballsonme?"

Ikeepquiet.HestandsupandIamshaking,I

practicedthisallmorning,heisimmunetomy

tearsnow.Theydon'tmovehimbuttheykeepon

streaming.

Zakhele:"youarespeakingtomelikethatnow

Samke!"

Heraisedhishandanditstopsmidair.Hetightens

hisgripandtakesouthiswalletandthrowshis

blackcardonthetable.



Zakhele:"buywhatyouwant.Iwantyouhome.If

everIhearsomethingaboutyousayingwhatIdoto

you,IwilldomoreSamke,Ican'thaveyouruining

myreputation.IhaveameetinginUMhlanga"

Hewalksoff.Thedoorclosesandibreatheout.

Weusedtobeinlove,Somuchinlove.Iwas18

comingfromUMthwalumejusttofurthermy

studiesatHowardhereinDurban.Imadefriends

andImetHimthroughourDurbantripsduringthe

weekend,wewereatStarBucks.Hecamefroma

goodfamilyaswell.Hewas29andIwasstilla

teenager.Itwasaproblematfirstbutheconvinced

me.Spoiledmerotten,whenIwas19mymother

died.Shewasthebreadwinnerinmyfamily,Iwas

theonlychild.ShehadalotofdebtsthatIcouldn't

carryonstudying.ZakheletookmeasIdropped

outandhelovedmemoreandIlovedhimsomuch

aswell.Thatyear,towardstheendaftermytears

ofloosingmymotherheproposedandIagreed.I

lovedhim,IlovedhimsomuchthatIdidn'tseea

futurewithouthim.Hewasanamazingfianceas

well.Welivedtogetherbutthisbehaviourstarts



whenhehadanaffairwithhispa.Sheisolderthan

me.

IamSamkelisweaged20andengagedtoZakhele

Khuzwayo,Iamtiredofhimlayinghishandonme.

ImisstheoldZakhele,theoneIfellinlovewith.

.

.

.
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★GUGU★

Iopenedthedoorandletherinsidetheapartment,I



closedthedoorbehindherandfollowedrightin.

Herheelsareclickingwhilesheisfixingherglasses

atthesametime.

Her:"MrZiquburight?"

Sihle:"yesitismam"

ShelookedbetweenhimandI.

Sihle:"youmaysitdown.Anythingtodrink?"

Her:"no,Iamfinethankyou"

Wenoddedandsatdown

Her:"weareawayoftakingZinhleawayfromyou

becauseofyourstatementthatshecomesfroman

abuserenvironment.Howyouwanttoadoptheras

yourown"

Sihle:"yes"

Her:"doyoulivealone?"

Sihle:"no,welivetogether"

Her:"wecheckedyourrecordsandyouareclean

sofarwhichisgood.Doyouwork?"



Iamwondering.Sihleisupanddown,indoorsor

leavesatnightattimes.Doeshisparentsfindhim?

Ialwaysthinkit'sthatwithallofhisbrothersaswell.

Heshiftsabithesitanttoanswer.

Sihle:"Idon'tcurrentlyworkbutIdogetincome"

Her:"from?"

Sihle:"myparents"

Shewritesthatdown.

Her:"thatunfortunatelycan'twork.Youdon'thave

asolidstableincometotakecareofthelittleone.I

amsorry"

Shestandsup.

Sihle:"PleaseI..."

Sheshakesherhead.

Her:"ifyougetajobmaybewecantalkoncemore.

Untilthengoodbye"

Sihle:"canyougivethistoherthen?"

HelookedatmeandIwenttothebedroomand

tookthelittlesuitcase.Icamebackandgaveitto



her,shetakesit.

Sihle:"Iwillvisit."

Shenoddedandturnedwalkingout.Tears

streameddownmyeyes.ImissZinhle,Ihopeisok.

Thereisahugevoidwithouther.IlookatSihleand

hesighssteppingcloserandheembracedmewhile

Isobbed.

Sihle:"shhh.Iwillgetherback"

Iheldontohimwhilesobbing.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Thisisthedaywevisitourmother'sfamily.It's

shouldbedonesoonerorlater.Assoonaswe

camebackbutNduwasabitskeptical,Iwasas

wellbutwehadtomeetthemandgetanswers.I

lookedoutsidethewindowthenbackathim.Weare



parkedoutsideatthegivenaddress.Thehouse

looksbigandneataswell,awhiteCarparked

outside.

Ndu:"let'sgoinside."

Isighed.

Me:"sure"

Heopenedthecardoorandhoppedout.Ihopped

outontheotherside.Ilockedthecarafterclosing

thedoorandwemadeourwayinsidetheyard

openingthegate.Wewaledtothedoorandgot

theeen.Heknockedandwebothstoodthere

lookingateachother.

"Ngiyezwa(Iamcoming!)"Westoodtherewaiting

andthedooropened.

Girl:"uhmhi"

Ndu:"Wearelookingfor..."

Hepaused.

Me:"TheXuluhousehold."

Girl:"Oh,mygrandmotherisaXulu.....



"Asandewhoisatthedoor?!"

Girl:"Someboyslookingforsomeone!"

Sheshoutsbackandlooksatus.Wehear

footstepsapproachingandawomancomestothe

doorandiscarryingabowelandseemstohave

beencooking.

Her:"hi...."

Shedroppeditonthefloorandcoveredhermouth.

Her:"Aiza?"

ShesaidlookingatMpendulo,.

Her:"ohmyGod,youlooklike...likeAiza"

Girl:"momwhatisgoingon?"

Me:"Ndu"

Ndu:"uhm....heismyfather."

Me:"wearelookingforourmother'sfamily"

Her:"whoisyourmother?"

Ndu:"SizakeleBiyase"

Sheexclaimedandtearsstreameddownher



cheeks.

Her:"ohmyGod."

Shegaveusahug,weweresilentforamoment

confusedabit.Shebrokeitandtouchedourfaces.

Her:"shewasmylittlesister,IamZamileyour

aunt"

Welookedateachother.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Receptionist:"Noheisopentoday"

Shesaidlookingatthecomputerthenmesmiling.

Me:"thankyou"

Ismiledandturnedmyheelsandwenttothe

elevator.Igotinanditwentup,itpingedonceIgot

tohisfloorandIgotoutandsawtheemptydesk.I



walkedtohisofficeandopenedthedoor.Shewas

onhislapbutjumpedoffassoonasshesawme.I

feltaplunginmyheart.Hestoodupfixinghissuit.

Zakhele:"Samkewhatareyoudoinghere?"

Ilookedatherthenhim.

Me:"Ibroughtuhmlunchandyourcard.Itmaxed

out"

Zakhele:"itreachedit'slimit."

Inodded

Her:"letmegetbacktowork"

Sheturnedandwalkedout.Ishookmyheadas

soonasthedoorclosed.

Zakhele:"don'tlookatherlikethat"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"whydon'tyoubreakupwithme?"

Zakhele:"thatwon'thappen"

Ikeptquiet.Idon'tevenknowwhattosay.Iwalk

closertohisdeskandoutthelunchboxonthetable



andmybag.

Me:"IalsowantedtotellyouIampregnant"

Hiseyespoppedout.

Zakhele:"whatdoyoumeanpregnant?"

Me:"Asinababyisgrowinginsideme"

Zakhele:"(whispering)theycan'tbothbepregnant

"

Me:"what!?"

Helookedatme.

Me:"wowhonestlywow,justengageheralready"

Iturnedaroundtowalkoutbutheheldmyarm

Me:"youarehurtingme"

Zakhele:"don'tthinkaboutleavingme"

Me:"leavemealone"

Zakhele:"Samkeliswe"

Ilookedathim.Hehaschangedtowhateverheis

whenhewantsto.



Zakhele:"wearegettingmarried.Iamsorrysheis

pregnanttoo"

Me:"Ihateyou"

Yearsstreameddownmycheeks.

Zakhele:"Iloveyou"

Ishookmyhead.Hedoesn't.Hedoesn'tloveme.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Wegotinside.Everyonewaslookingatus,wemet

ourgrandmotherunfortunatelyourgrandfatherdied

lastyearbeforewecouldseehim.Our

grandmotherdidn'tstopcrying,wealsolearned

thatthegirlisAsandeandourcousinaswell.Our

Auntismarriedandtheyliveherewithherhusband

totakecareofourGrandmother.

Zamile:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"



Me:"howwasourmotherlike?"

Zamile:"amazing.ShehadagreatHeart"

Khona:"whydidshekillherself."

Shesighed.

Zamile:"wedon'tknowreally"

Me:"Soitwasautomatic"

Khona:"don'tNdu"

Ihuffed.

Zamile:"Sizahasalwaysbeenstrong.Sheisnever

onetobreakdownoranything."

Me:"iamnotready.Canwevisitanothertime"

Shenodded.

Zamile:"IamgladImetmysister'skids.We

should'vebeeninyourlives."

Wenoddedandstoodup.

Grandma:"pleasedon'tleave"

Khona:"wewillcomebackanothertime"



Zamile:"bazobuyamah(theywillbebackmah)"

Shedidn'twanttohearanything.Westoodupand

saidourgoodbyes.Shewalkedusout.

Zamile:"pleasedovisitagain.Weloveyou"

Wesmiled.

Known:"wewill.Thanksaunty"

Shenoddedandwavedgoodbyegoinginside.We

openedthecarandgotinsidesighing.

Me:"Ithoughtitwouldbeeasy"

Khona:"it'snot"

WegotstartledbyaknockanditwasfromKhona's

side.Herolledthewindowanditwasanoldwoman

inwhiteclothing.

Her:"Ihavebeenprayingsinceyouwereborntobe

found"

Welookedateachother.

Her:"yourmother'ssoulIstillonthisearthandit's

sufferinglikebefore.Yourmotherwasneverhappy

tillshedied."



Shelookedatme.

Her:"don'thateher"

Shelookedatkhona.

Her:"yourmotherandfatherarethereasonbehind

thissearch"

Khona:"mother?"

Her:"stepmother,sheisusingevildeedsonyour

motherandyou,youwillneversucceed,badluck

willalwaysfollowyouuntilyoufindthebodythat

hasyourmother'ssoulinit"

Me:"whatthefuckisthis?"

Khona:"Ndu"

Her:"IamMaZuma,Iwillguideyoutoanswers.I

knowthembutsomeyouwillhavetofindonyour

own"

Khonagotoutofthecar.

Khona:"whataboutourmother'ssoul,sheisnotat

peace?"

Sheshookherhead.



Her:"shewillneverbeatpeaceuntilyoufindher.

Youneedtosaveherandactdifferentlyfromyour

father.Marrythecarrierofherbody.Yourmother's

soullivesinher.

Me:"isthissometrick?"

Sheshookherhead.

Her:"sheisabusedbyherhusband.Yourmother

wasabusedbyyourfatherMpendulo"

Me:"howdoyouknowmyname?"

Her:"thegodstalktome"

Thisiscrazy.

SheholdsKhona'shand.

Her:"saveher."

Shelooksatme.

Her:"leaveher,shewillbeyourdoom"

Sheturnedandwalkedoff.

Khona:"woahwait!"

Iamsoconfused.



Helooksatme.

Khona:"whatjusthappened?"

Me:"Idon'tknow."

Iamstilltryingtoprocesseverything.

.

.

?

Tobecontinued
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★ NTOKOMALO★

Iwaskeepingmyselfbusyaroundthehouse,Ieven

washedsomethings.NotmuchthoughandIwas

outsidehangingthemonthewashingline,khona

leftandsaidhewillbebacksoasLuneleearlierbut



Isawhimcomeback.IhavedonesomeC.V'sand

getajob.Anythingformeiswonderfulreally.Even

beingacleanerIamfinewiththataswell,Imean

anything.IfinishedhangingtheclothesupandI

wentinsidethehouse.Todayit'sveryhot.Iwent

tothebedroomafterputtingthebasketawayand

Lunelewasasleeponhisstomach.Iwishhecould

juststopdrugsbutit'shardtogetthroughhim.I

wenttohimandtouchedhisback.

Me:"Lunele"

Isaidsoftly.

Me:"Lunele"

Ishookhimabit.

Me:"Lunele"

Hewassilent.HeisquicktowakeupEverytimehe

hearssomething.Icheckedhimandwhitefoam

wascomingoutofhismouthandtherewasblood

onthepillow.Iscreamedstandingonmyfeet

Me:"Lunele,wakeup.Lordpleasepleaseitcan't

be"



Irushedoutofthebedroomandwenttotakemy

phone.MyhandswereshakingasIcalledKhona.

Heanswered.

Khona:"Malo"

Me:"Luneleis....is"

Khona:"heiswhat?"

Me:"bloodandwhitefoamcomingoutofhim.

Khonaheisnotmoving"

Khona:"ShitIamcoming!"

HehungupandIrushedbacktothebedroom.I

tookoutatowelanditurnedhimaround.Ididn't

knowwhytodo.Icheckedhisbreathingandit

waslow.

Me:"LuneleIwarnedyou,ohmyGodsavehim."

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.Iturnedhimaround.

Cankhonahurryup

.

.

.



★SIHLE★

IstoodbythedoorframeandIknockedonthedoor

,sheturnedaroundandsatupfromthebedand

wipedherface.

Me:"canIcomein?"

Shenodded.Iwalkedinsideandsatonthebed.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Gugu:"it'snotyourfault"

Me:"Iwillmakeaplan"

Gugu:"shekeptmesane.Loosingachildit'slike

loosingyourself.Youlooseyourself"

Me:"Iamsorry"

ShewipedherfaceandIembracedherasshe

sobbed.

Me:"youcanletitout"

Shesniffedandcarriedoncrying.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

wewerewatchingsometvafterCeliwetookhernap.

Shehasstartedanewschoolandsaysthereistoo

muchwork.Shecomplainsalotthesedaysandis

verymuchgrumpy.Mysonisasleep.Ihaven't

beentalkingtoMpandesincethedayIsaidthose

wordstohim.Thereisnothingmoretotalkabout

eitherthanourson.That'sall.

Celiwe:"soBhutiMpande"

Me:"mmmh?"

Celiwe:"hetoldmeheisgettingahouseforus"

Me:"mmmh"

Ifocusedonthetv.

Celiwe:"IamtalkingLwande"

Me:"andIdon'twanttolisten"



Celiwe:"mxm."

Me:"sayingsomething?"

Ilookedather.

Celiwe:"yesIam.Whyareyoughostingtheguy?"

Me:"wheredidyoulearnthat?"

Celiwe:"ihearditfrommyonlineclassteacher"

Me:"youwilldonthistillwhen?"

Celiwe:"tillIhavegivenbirth"

Me:"ohIsee"

Celiwe:"talktome.Younarejustonlytwoyears

olderthanme"

Isighed.

Me:"don'tdate"

Celiwe:"hawu"

Me:"yes"

Thedooropenedandhewalkedincarryingsteers

takeaway.



Mpande:"goodday"

Celiwe:"helloBhuti"

Helookedatme.

Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"mmmh?"

Iconcerntratedonthetvagain.

Mpande:"unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"okay"

Hewalkedoff.Celiwehitmythigh.

Celiwe:"that'sverycold"

Me:"leavemealone"

Iwentbacktowatchingtv.

.

.

.

★KHONA★



IwarnedLunele,Iwarnedhimabouthiscocaine

buthewouldn'tlisten.Hehastopraythiskillshim

DeadorNdalowillifnothisfather.Theywillbury

himalive.

Ndu:"steponitKhona!"

Me:"Iamtrying"

Isaidovertakingatruckandpassedtheredlight

whilecarsweremoving.Ndulookedback.

Ndu:"youaregonnakillus"

Me:"ngimeushayelewena?Ufunangenzeni?(Do

youwantmetostopandyoudrive?Whatdoyou

wantmetodo)"

Ndu:"Ididn'tsaykillusthough."

Me:"holdon"

Imadeaturnandchangedthegearbeforepressing

ontheaccelerator.Wewereclose,wearesoclose.

Heopenedthewindowandlehalfofhisbodyout.I

hadtomakeafewturnsbeforegettingtothehouse.

Ndu:"Iseeit"



Icouldaswell.Ihitthebrakesandhejumpedout

ofthewindowandIgotoutaswellleavingthedoor

open.Werushedinside.

Me:"Ntokomalo"

Wecouldhearhercrying,wegotinhisbedroom

andshewasholdinghishead.

Ndu:"noman"

Me:"Lunele"

Ifeltalumpinmythroat.Tearsweldinginmyeyes.

Me:"fuckMfwethuyoucan'tdothisshittome!!"

Ndu:"let'sgethimtothehospital.Iwilldrive"

Ntokomalowascryingherlungsout.Ndupicked

himupandIassistedaswewalkedout.Weput

himinthecarandweallheadedtothehospital.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★



Zakheledecidedweleaveworkandgoouttohave

lunchtogether.Heistryingtobuymeintohislove

again.WegottoFloridaandwenttohavesome

lunch.Iwantedtobehere,ithasbeenlongsinceI

cameherejusttoeatandenjoy.Wegetseatedand

orderfood.Helooksatme.

Zakhele:"Samke"

Me:"mmmh?"

Zakhele:"Iloveyouok"

Me:"weallwishthatwastrue"

Zakhele:"listenbaby"

Me:"pleaseZakhelecanweenjoylunchinpeace"

Hekeptquiet.IlookedupfromthemenuandIsaw

afamiliarwomanandman.Isquintedmyeyes

wherehaveIseenthembefore?Ican'tremember

anythingaboutseeingthem.Maybetheyare

familiarfacestoofamiliarespeciallythewoman.

SheisaginggracefullyandIloveherdarkskin.

Zakhele:"youarestaring"



Me:"oh"

Helookedbehindhim.

Me:"whoarethey?"

Zakhele:"that'sNdaloRhadebe,sheownsthebest

lawfirminDurban.Kznawhole.That'sher

husband."

Me:"IthinkIhaveheardofthenamebefore"

Zakhele:"maybethenewspapers.News24?"

Me:"maybe"

Ilookedatthem.Thisisweird.IlookedatZakhele

Me:"uwanttostudy"

Zakhele:"that'soffthetable"

Me:"Iwasn'tasking.Iwassaying"

Heclenchedonthefork.Thewaitercame.

Zakhele:"wewilltalkaboutthislater"

Iswallowed.

.



.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Wegottothehospital,Ikeptonslappinghimbut

nothing.Iwarnedhim.Iwarnedhimsomanytimes

buthedidn'twanttolisten.Ihatehimforthat.Heis

beingselfish.Werushedinsideandthenurseswere

called.Therushedhimoff.KhonahuggedmeasI

cried

Khona:"Shhitwillbeok"

Isobbed.Idon'twanthimtodieIdon'twanttoatall.

Me:"hecan'tdie"

Khona:"hewon't"

HetightenedtheholdasIcried

Khona:"hecan't"

Steaddroppedonmyshoulder.Iknowheiscrying

aswell



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

IamsilentlyprayingthattheDrshelphimandmake

sureheisok.Khonacalledhisparentsbecausehe

didn'thaveachoice.ThesilencefromtheDrswas

scaringus,wecouldn'tleave,Idon'twanttoleave

withoutknowingifheisfineornot.Willhewakeup

ornot.Idon'twanttothinknegativelyatall.Ican't

dothat.

Ndu:"Nooneiscomingout"



Khona:"nonewsisgoodnews"

Ikeptquietlookingatthem.

Ndu:"Couldanyonecomebecausewehavebeen

sittinghereforhours"

Khonacheckshisphone.

Khona:"It'salmostmorning"

Helookedatme.

Khona:"don'tyouwanttorest?ShouldItakeyou

home?"

Me:"Iamnotleaving"

Henodded.HesatdownandNdualsodid.wesaw

theothersrushinginandtheotherparents.

Kamo:"Ohmygodwhereishe?"

Ndu:"Heisintheremom.Theytookhimhoursago

"

Shelooksatme.

Kamo:"Khonawhydon'tyoutakehertogoandrest

"



Khona:"shedoesn'twantto."

ADrcametowardsusandeveryonewasready

meetinghimhalfway.

Ingathi:"Drhowishe?"

Dr:"Heisstablefornow.Youbroughthiminon

time"

Kamo:"what'stheproblem?"

Dr:"wefoundaveryhighamountofCocaineinhis

body.Hewasclosetoloosinghislife"

Ingathi:"Overdose?"

TheDrnodded

Ingathi:"whereishe?"

Dr:"WehavekepthiminintensiveCare,youwill

onlybeallowedtoseehimatnoon"

Kamo:"pleasedoeverythingyoucan"

Dr:"wewillexcuseme"

Hewalkedoff.Iwasrelievedthatheisok.

Ingathi:"Luneleisgonnashithimself.Hehasthe



wrongparents"

Hewalkedoff.

Mpande:"Don'tcallmewhenmomanddadarrives

"

Sihle:"metoo.Ihavestufftosortout.Wewillsee

himoncehegetsout"

Khona:"Iamnotgonnabehere.Momyouhandle

everything"

Kamo:"'Soyouguysknewandnsaidnothing!?"

Therewassilence.Shelookedatme.

Kamo:"youknew?"

Khona:"shedidn't"

Kamo:"Everyoneatmyhouseinanhour.Ifyou

don'tarriveyouwillsufferedconsequences"

Shewalkedoff.Iamscaredofwhat'sgonna

happen.

Ndu:"thisismessedup."

Mpande:"LetmegobeforeIarrivelate"



Sihle:"Ishouldn'thavecame"

Khona:"youcame.Let'sgo."

.

.

.

★GUGU★

IwokeupinthemorningandIlookedaround.I

wasn'tinthebedroomIwasinthepreviousnight.I

heardsomemovementandIsatupfromthebed

andrubbedmyeyes.Thisroomisbiggerthanthe

oneIsleptin.AmIdreaming?MaybeIam.Iclose

myeyesandopenthemoncemoreandtheymeet

Sihlewithatowelaroundhiswaist.Iwanttohide,I

wasstaringtoomuchonhiscoreIlookedaway.

Sihle:"goodmorning"

Me:"goodmorning"

Ididn'tlookathim.

Me:"uhmwherearewe?"



Sihle:"weareatmyparentshouse.Wecamein

earlyhoursofmorning"

Me:"Idon'tremember"

Sihle:"thesleepingpillsdruggedyou.Youdidn't

wakeup"

Me:"ohIamsorry"

Sihle:"don'tbe"

Inodded.

Sihle:"breakfast?"

Me:"sureletmewakeupproperly"

Sihle:"Ok,yourbagisthereandthereisthe

bathroom."

Hewentthroughanotherdoor.Igotoffthebedand

madeitbeforegoingtomybagandthenbathroom.

IbathedandIgotout.Iwenttotakemybagand

change.Woreadressandsandalsthencombed

myhairbeforewalkingout.Hewasdone,looked

toodressedforbreakfast.

Me:"yourhomelookswonderful"



Sihle:"thankyou"

Hesmiled.Heisreallyagreatguy,usuallypeople

whocomefromwealthybackgroundsarenotnice

orhelpfulattimes.

Sihle:"Come"

Wewalkedoutofthebedroomandwentdownthe

stairs.WecouldhearsomeoneshoutingandIwas

scaredbythetone.Wereachedthebottomstairs

andeveryonelookedatus.

Sihle:"Godmorning"

Kamo:"goodmorning"

Sihle:"wewillseeyou"

Hetookmyhand.

Kamo:"whereareyougoing?"

Sihle:"out"

Heopenedthedoorandwewalkedout.

Me:"Ithoughtwewerehavingbreakfast"

Sihle:"weare.Youneedsomefreshair"



HeopenedhiscardoorformeandIgotinside."

Me:"thankyou"

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

IamscaredofMpande'sfather.Heisangryand

shoutingatus.Ididn'tknowhissonwastaking

drugs.Guguisluckysheescapedthatone.

Him:"Nowallofyougoeatthatfoodbecausewe

aregoing"

Weallstoodup.

Celiwe:"IthinkIpeedonmyself"

Me:"metoo"

Celiwe:"No....Imeanpee"

Istoppedwalkingandlookedather.

Celiwe:"Iamscaredofmoving"



Me:"Waitletmesee"

Therestwenttothedinningroom.Shemoved.

Me:"uhmIwill...."

Shelookeddownonmeandthen.

Celiwe:"thereisabathroomdownhere."

Me:"youwanttopee?"

Celiwe:"no"

Me:"letmegetsometoiletpapertowipeit."

Itsclearpee.IrushedtogetthetoiletpaperandI

wipedevery.Almostranout.Icleanedupand

camebackafter.Shewassittingonthecouchnow

rubbingherstomach.

Celiwe:"IamburningLwande.Ithurts"

Me:"youneedthehospital?"

Shenodded.Irushedofftothedinningroom.I

stoppedmytracksandwenttoMpandeand

crouchednexttohimandhelookedatme.

Me:"Celiweneedtogotothehospital,Ithinkshe



ishavingthebaby"

Mpande:"shitok"

Hepushedhischairbackandstoodup.

Kamo:"whyareyoubothnoteating"

Mpande:"weneedtorushtothehospital"

Hedidn'twaitforhertotalkaswerushedoff.

Celiwe:"mmmhkubuhlunguSisi(ithurts)"

Me:"itwillbeok"

Mpandepickedherup.

Ndalo:"what'swrong?"

Mpande:"sheisgoingintolabour"

Ndalo:"comelet'sgo"

Sherushedoffandwewalkedout.

Mpande:"breathewithmeCeliwe"

Sheshookherheadandcried.Heplacedheratthe

backandhismothercameandgotinwithher.We

gotinthefrontbeforehedroveoff.



Ndalo:"breathewithmeCeliwe,inandoutslowly"

Icouldseethemdoingbreathingpatterns.

Ndalo:"goodlikethat."

Therewassilenceinthecar.Wegottothehospital

andshewasrushedinside.Theytookheroffwith

hismotherandwestayed.

Mpande:"youwentthroughthat?"

Ilookedathim

Me:"itfeltlikeanightmare,it'sworseinpublic

hospitals.Yougivebirthpainfully"

Ikeptquiet.

Mpande:"IamsorryLwande"

Ikeptquiet.

Mpande:"Ireallyam.IwillproveIamchangedfor

me,foroursonandyou.Iloveyou"

Ilookedathimandjustkeptmymouthshutaswe

waited.

.



.

.

★VUYELWA★

Ihaven'tseenNduthewholeofyesterdayoreven

talkedtohim.Ikindamisshimsomuch.Iwasat

thekitchenwaitingforthemtofinisheatingbefore

themaidstakethedishesawayandwashthem.I

felthandsbehindmeandIknewit'shim.He

kissedmyneck.

Me:"Mpendulono"

Ndu:"Ican'tkissyounow?"

Me:"youcanbutnothere"

Ndu:"ok.Thankyouforbreakfast"

Me:"youwelcome"

Ndu:"Iwillseeyoulaterok?"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"ok"



Herushedoff.IsmiledandcarriedonwithwhatI

wasdoing.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

IcouldfeeltheDrinsertinghisfingersinsidemeas

thepainwasexcruciating.Icouldn'tanymore,I

neededthepaingoneassoonaspossible.

Dr:"sheis5minutesaway"

Ndalo:"okCeliwebreathenana"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"ithurts"

Ndalo:"Iknow,Justbreathe.Thebabywillbeout

soon"

Dr:"ok.Ineedforhertopushforme."

Heworehisgloves.



Ndalo:"pushCeliwe"

Ipushedmyhardest.

Dr:"wecanseethehead."

Ndalo:"pushagain."

Ipushedonce.

Dr:"justonemorepush"

IpushedagainandIlaidmyheaddown.Iwastired.

Ndalo:"whyishenotcrying?"

Ididn'tevenwanttolookatthebabyorhisdirection.

Iheardslapsbeforehecried.

Dr:"heisok"

Ndalo:"doyouwanttoseehim?"

Ishookmyheadno.

Shetouchedmyshouldersandtearskepton

streaming.

Ndalo:"helookscute.Don'tcry."

Me:"Idon'twanttoseehim.Idon'twanthim"



Ndalo:"shhhh"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,05:59] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT33

★NTOKOMALO★

Dr:"Onlytwopeoplecanenteratatime"

Nhlanhla:"Iwanttoseehimwhenhewakesup,

whenwillhewakeup?"

Dr:"wearenotsureatthemoment"

Nhlanhla:"callmeoncehewakesup"

Hewalkedoff,wealllookedhisdirection.



Kamo:"NtokomaloandIwillgoinfirst"

Therestnoddedandshetookmyhand.

Kamo:"come"

Wegotoffthecouchesandwewalkedoff.

Kamo:"Hewillbeok"

Ijustnodded.WegottotheICUandgotourhands

sanitizedbeforewalkinginside.Ilooked

everywhereandeveryonewhowastherejust

lookedliketheyaredead,justholdingontothe

machines.Wecarriedonwalkingandwesawhim.

Wejuststoodthereforawhilebeforegettingcloser

tohim,theroomwasabitdark.Kamowentand

openedtheblindsandlightpenetratedinside.

Kamo:"Helookspeaceful"

Hedoes.Ifhisfatherhitshim.Idon'tcareheshould

becauseIwarnedhim.Itoldhim.

Kamo:"Youarequiet"

Me:"Ihavenothingtosay"

Kamo:"hewillbealright.LuneleIsstrong"



Inodded.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

WesawMpande'smothermakingherwaytowards

usandwebothstoodup.

Mpande:"howisshe?"

Ndalo:"Shegavebirthtoababyboy"

Shelookedbetweenus.

Ndalo:"shedoesn'twantthebaby"

Isighed.

Mpande:"uhmquietunderstandable"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"thechilddidnothingMpandeyobuhle"

Mpande:"Iamjustsaying.Noneedtocallmeby



myfullname"

Ndalo:"Understandableinwhatway?"

Mpande:"justunderstandable"

Me:"maybeshewillcomearound"

Ndalo:"Ihopeso."

Mpande:"canweseeher?"

Ndalo:"theysaidIshouldcomebackafter30.

Minutes.Theywerestitchingherupandcleaning

thebaby.Shewillbereadythen"

Inodded.Celiwehastolovethatbaby.Itdid

nothing.GugulovedNtobekosomuchwhycan't

shedothesame.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

WewenttothemallandgotsettledatSpur.It's



refreshingreallytobeoutsideandhavingbreakfast.

NicelifeproblemsItellyou.Thewaitercameand

tookourordersbeforewalkingoff.Sihlelookedat

me.

Sihle:"Iwasthinking"

Me:"yes"

Sihle:"thatmomadoptsZinhle"

Me:"willsheagree?"

Sihle:"shewill"

Me:"whatdoyoudoreally?"

Sihle:"Iworkwithhighprofiledpeople.It's

confidential"

Me:"Isee"

Mustbespecialagenttypeofthing.Confidential,

whataword.

Sihle:"you?"

Me:"whataboutme?"

Sihle:"whatdoyouwannado?"



Me:"WellIhavealwayslovedchildren.Iwantedto

beaGradeRteacher."

Henodded.

Sihle:"yourloveforkidsshows"

Inodded.

Sihle:"doyouthinkyouwillhavemorekidsin

future?"

Me:"fornowno.Idon'tthinkIwill.Zinhleis

enough"

Hesmiled.

Sihle:"shelovesyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"sheisawonderfulchild.Thankyouforsaving

her"

Sihle:"Iwouldn'twantmysistergoingthroughthat

"

Inodded.Ourdrinkscame.

Sihle:"Youdon'twantsomeicecream?"



Me:"wehaven'teatenasyet"

Ichuckled.

Sihle:"Itdoesn'tmatter"

Me:"Haiboitdoes.It'sunhealthy"

Sihle:"inganeZamadiet(dietitians)"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iamnotonadiet.It'sjustnothealthytohave

somethingsweetbeforefood"

Sihle:"wellIamgettingsome"

Me:"Sihle"

Igavehimandeyeandhechuckled.

Sihle:"okMom"

Me:"mxm"

Sihle:"umuhle(Youarebeautiful)"

Me:"ngiyabonga(thankyou)"

Ishyedoff.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

wegotachancetoseeCeliwe.Mpande'smother

leftusforamoment,shesaidshewillbebackwith

whateverCeliweandthebabyneeds.Shewas

facingthewindowsidecrying.

Me:"Celiwe"

IrushedtohersideandIhuggedher.

Me:"shyit'sok"

Celiwe:"Idon'twantthebabynearme"

Me:"don'tsaythat.Hedidnothing.Heisinnocent

"

Celiwe:"whatifhelookslikehim.Idon'twantthat"

Me:"Celi....."

Mpandeshakeshishead.

Mpande:"don'tforceherLwande"



Me:"whatarewegonnadoaboutthebaby.We

can'tjustthrowhimaway."

Mpande:"Iwilltalktomom"

Ihuffed.Ibrushedherback.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NDALO★

Nhlanhlafetchedmefromthehospital.Ihopped

insidethecarandwelookedateachother.

Me:"Sheavebirth,remindedmeofthetimeigave

birthtoLunele"



Nhlanhla:"andIba?"

Ikeptquiet.

Nhlanhla:"hewasyourchildaswellNdalo"

Me:"Iknow.It'sachapterIjustwanttoclose"

Nhlanhla:"youlovehim"

Me:"IwillalwayslovehimNhlanhla.Hewasmy

firstchild."

Heheldmyhand.

Nhlanhla:"Wehavetovisithisgrave"

Ismiledlookingathim.

Me:"ok,didyouseeLunele?"

Nhlanhla:"iwattoseehimonceheisawake"

Me:"Hoeasyonhim.Heisstillababy"

Nhlanhla:"heisalmost30.Whatishedoingwith

drugs?Doesheseeusdoingdrugs?Cocaineeven.

Iwonderhowhegraduatedtothatlevel"

Me:"Mthimkhulu"

Nhlanhla:"Ndalodon'tsoftenmeup."



Me:"weshouldtakehimtorehab"

Nhlanhla:"Akhorehabayihambayoloyo,ngeke

ngimosheimaliYaminomawenaumosheeyakho.

Ngizowuqedaminalomkhubaefakaochalk

emakhaleni(thereisnorehabilitationcenterthathe

isgoingto,Iwon'twastemymoneyoryouaswell

forthatmatter.Iwillstopthisnonsenseofhis

sniffingchalkuphisnose)"

Me:"It'sCocaine"

Nhlanhla:"it'swhite"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"Don'tkillhim"

Helookedatme.

Nhlanhla:"can'tgarenteethat.Heshouldprayin

hissleepthathewakesupwhenmyangerhas

subsidedabitbutifhewakesupearlyIamnot

reliable"

Me:"Nhlanhlaufunaukungibulalelaingane?

(Nhlanhlayouwanttokillmychild)"

Nhlanhla:"Iwon'tkillhim.Justafewlessonshere



andtherejustafew"

Ilookedathimandhelookedatme.

Nhlanhla:"what?"

Iturnedtheotherway.Idon'twanttotalktohim.

Nhlanhla:"Iwillcanalsostopthatwithonething"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Don'teventhinkaboutit"

Nhlanhla:"Iamjustsaying."

Ilookedathim

.

.

.

★KHONA★

IthurtstoseeLunelelikethis.Ican'tblamehimand

sayItoldhimsobutnowwejusthavetohavehope

thathewillwakeup.



Ndu:"hebetterwakeup"

Ingathi:"heshould"

Ikeptquiet.

Me:"Iwillseehimlater"

Iwalkedout.Icouldn'tlookathimlikethat.Hehas

gottowakeup.ForEveryone.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Iwasatthekitchenpreparingasandwichforlunch

asIamhungry.Zakheledecidedtoworkfromhome

today,Iknowhewantstomonitormeaftermy

behaviouryesterday.Itcostedmyneck.It'spurple

atthismomentandmythroatwassore.Thenhe

sayshelivesme,Istillcan'tgetthatwomanoutof

myhead.IjustfeellikeIknowheryetitwasmy

firsttimeseeingher.

"Youhungry?"



HewalkedinsidethekitchenasIlookedup.He

sighed.

Zakhele:"Iwilltaketherapybaby.Iwantushappy"

ItookmysandwichandmilkandIwalkedpasthim.

Zakhele:"Samkeliswe"

Istoppedmytracks.

Zakhele:"Iwillbethemanyouoncefellinlovewith

"

Me:"hedied"

Icarriedonwalkingtotheloungeandsatdown

openingthetv.Hedied.Themanifellwithdied.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Shelaughedwhileshakingherhead.

Gugu:"ThatIknowisalie"



Me:"it'strue."

Gugu:"Soyouaretellingmethatyou...."

Sheshookherheadlaughing.

Me:"(smirking)letmegetthebill"

Gugu:"thankyouforthis"

Me:"it'snothing"

Isignaledforawaiterandaskedforthebill.

Me:"Whereofftonow?"

Gugu:"toseeyourbrother"

Me:"intheafternoon."

Gugu:"that'snotnice"

Me:"Iwillseehim"

Sheshookherheadandthebillcame.Itookout

mywalletandtookoutafewnotesandatip.

Me:"thankyou"

Thewaiternoddedandwalkedoff.

Me:"come:"westoodupandwewalkedout"



"Gugu"

SheturnedaroundandIdidthesame.Ifrowned.

Gugu:"Canwego?"

Shesaidsoftly,holdingherchest.

Me:"Whoishe?"

Themanlookedold.Olderthanmyfathereven.

Standingwithhisdaughters.

Gugu:"Sihlepleaselet'sgo"

Itookherhandandpulledher.

Me:"calmdown"

Shewashyperventilating.Istoppedandheldher

shoulders.

Me:"breathe."

Shetriedtountilshecould.Iwipedherface.

Me:"Tellmewhatwrong?"

Shewipedherfaceaswell.

Gugu:"Someothertime.Iamnotreadytoopenup

thatchapter"



Ilookedatherandshelookedatme.

Gugu:"Itsverysensitive."

Me:"Gugu"

Gugu:"pleaseSihle"

Me:"Ok."

Ireallywanttoknow.Seemsverydeep.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Wegottothemall.Wedidn'tsayanythingtoeach

otherasweheadedtoWoolworths.Figureditwould

beconvenientbecausethefrontsideisforclothing

andthebackofthestorewhichexitsontheother

sideiswherefoodissold.Istartedwithrompers.

Me:"theylookcute"

Nhlanhla:"Ithoughtyouweren'ttalkingtome"



Irolledmyeyesandheheldmywaistandkissed

myneck.

Nhlanhla:"Iknowyoucan'tstaymadatme"

Me:"Iamstillmad"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou"

Me:"mmmh"

Nhlanhla:"takethisaswell."

Hetooksmallsocks.

Me:"yes.Theylookwonderful."

Nhlanhla:"andthisforthenight"

Hetookthehat.Ismiled.

Me:"iwishCeliwelovesherchild"

Nhlanhla:"whydoesn'tshe?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Mpandedidn'ttellme.shewas

cryingwhenthebabywasborn"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillaskhim"

Me:"don'tbeagressive"



Nhlanhla:"I'malover,notahater"

Me:"mmmh"

Nhlanhla:"whatelsedoyouneed?"

Me:"foodandbuysomeforLunele"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowwithwho'smoney.

Thinking..."

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Hehuffedandwalkedoff..

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★MPENDULO★



IhaveaskedKhonaifwecouldgoandseethat

creepywomanfromtheotherday.Iwasn'tatease

aboutwhatshesaidaboutVuyelwa.IloveVuyelwa

sowhywouldshesaysheismyroom.Herriddles

don'tmakeanysenseandineedanswers.The

otherswerealsoKeenoncomingandthatwas

wonderful,wedoneedsomesortofsupport

structure,Ihopethistimewegetfullanswersas

shementionedsheknowsthem.Mpandeparked

thecarupfrontandwealllookedateachother.

Sihle:"Let'sgoinside"

Mpande:"issheaSangoma?"

Khona:"no,Idoubt"

Me:"Ithinkit'saprophet"

Sihle:"ok,comelet'sgo."

Wegotoutofthecar.

.

.



.

★ALWANDE★

Gugu:"Still?"

Me:"Still"

WelookedatMpande'smotherholdingthebaby

throughthisglasswallwhereotherbabiesare

layinginside.Thiswomanhasaverygoodheart.

Gugu:"it'shard.Shehasn'ttouchedthebaby?"

Ishookmyhead.

Gugu:"Ialsodidn'twantNtobe"

Ikeptquietandshesighed.

Gugu:"Butwhatmademeloveheriswheniheld

herinmyarms.Inpublichospitalstheyforcethe

babyinyourarms.Italwaysinyourarmsbecause

youbatheit,youfeedit"

Me:"Maybethatwillhelp"

Gugu:"don'trushher.Sheneedstime.Giveher



that"

Isighed.

Me:"Ok"

Shenodded.

Me:"Andyou?"

Gugu:"nothing,weneedtomoveonfromhere,be

onourfeet"

Me:"yes,Iwouldn'tagreemore"

Wekeptonlooking.It'stheseconddayandstill

Celiwedoesn'twanttoseeHerchild.

Gugu:"what'shisname?"

Me:"Iamnotsure.Mpande'smothernamedhim"

Gugu:"ok"

Inoddedandwekeptquiet.

.

.

.



★LUNELE★

Icouldfeeltheheavinessofmybody.Itriedto

openmyeyesbutthelightwaspenetratingmyeyes.

ItriedthesecondtimesucceedingandIlooked

aroundbeforeblinkingthemforawhileandclosing

themagainsinkingbacktosleep.

★MPENDULO★

Wemadeourwayinsidetheyardandwalkedslowly

.Welookedaroundanditdidn'tlookcreepybut

thatwomancreepedusout.Mpandeknockedon

thedooraswereacheditanditopened

immediately.Shestoodthere.

Her:"Ihavebeenwaitingsinceyouparked"

Me:"Yousensedus?"

Her:"NomanMpendulo.Isawthecarthroughthe

window,Iamnotawitch"



Me:"oh"

Her:"comeinside."

Wefollowedafterher.

Khona:"Actnormal"

Welookedaround.Thehousewasjustnormal.

Nothingcreepyjustherteaonthetable.

Her:"Sitdownboys"

Weallsatdownandshelookedatus.

Her:"WhatcanIheldyouwith?"

Khona:"youmentionedstufftheotherday.We

wantclearificationonthem."

Me:"hemeansweareconfused"

Shewalkedaroundandsatdown.

Her:"whyareyouconfused?"

Me:"youspokeinriddles"

Shetookherteaandsippedonitbeforesheputsit

down.

Her:"IthoughtImademymessagesclear"



Me:"whyshouldIbreakupwithmygirlfriend,I

loveher"

Shesighs.

Her:"Listencarefullyboys.Waitwouldyoulike

sometea?"

Weshookourheadsandshenodded.

Mpande:"whatareyou?"

Her:"aProphet"

Sihle:"wesee"

Her:"Iprayforwater.Ilivethroughprayer"

Wenodded.

Her:"backtoyoutwo."

Sheplacesherhandsonherlap.

Her:"Yourmother'ssoulisonthisearth.Herspirit

hasacarrier."

Khona:"Sosheisalive?"

Her:"NgilaleleUsakhona(listentomeUsakhona)"

Wekeepquiet.



Her:"shereincarnatedshehasanewlife.Sheis

notyourmotherinthislife.Shewon'tseeor

rememberyoubutshewillseefamiliarfacesthat

doesn'tmeansheknowsthosepeople.Uyisidalo

esisha(sheisanewbreed)"

Shetookherteaandsippedit.

Her.:"don'tconfuseherasyourmother."

Me:"youareconfusing"

Her:"Iknow,it'sbecauseyouarenotlistening"

Ikeptquiet.

Her:"Goddecidedtobringyourmotherbackinthat

form.YouUsakhonawillhavetofindhercarrier,

hernewselfandmarryher"

Khona:"Ihavetomarrymymother?"

Her:"yes"

Mpande:"messedup"

Her:"Youhaveto.Youarerectifyingyourfather's

mistakesthroughthat.Youneedtofindherand

saveherfromherrelationshipandbedifferentfrom



yourfather."

Shelookedatme.

Her:"Leaveherbeforeit'stoolate.Onceyou

connectwithyourgivenoneshewillturnlikeyour

auntandKhona'sstepmother.Shewillhavea

bitterheartfromthat."

Wekeptquiet.

Her:"YourGodgivenpartneriscloserthanyou

think,veryclose.Sheisunderyournose."

Icouldn'tdigestanyofthis.

Sihle:"howdoweknowifthisistrue?"

Her:"shouldIsayyourshinanigans?"

Mpande:"noweareok"

HeshotalookatSihle.

Her:"andMpande,fixyourself,Sihlefollowyour

heart."

Me:"myfather'skiller"

Shelookedatkhonathenme.



Her:"letyourbrotherrecoverfirst."

Khona:"butwe..."

Her:"tea?"

Thiswoman.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

IgotaphonecallfromthehospitalthatLuneleis

awake.Iwashappythathewasbutabitangryat

thesametime.Ijusthadtowaitforkhonatocome

backsowecangotothehospital.Iwenttotakea

bathinthemeantimesohecanfindmeallreadyto

gotothehospital.IhopethatLunelehaslearnthis

lesson.Ireallyhopesocausehisfatherisnot

lettinghimgothateasy.

.

.



.

★NDALO★

Iputthebabydownashewasstartingtosleep.

Nurse:"youareverynatural"

Me:"Ihavebigboys"

Shechuckled.

Me:"letmeleaveyou"

ShenoddedandIwalkedoutoftheward.My

phoneranganditwasNhlanhla.Ianswered.

Nhlanhla:"heisawake.Iamgoingtofetchhim"

Me:"noNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Iwillseeyouafter7days"

Me:"NhlanhlaRhadebeifyoukillmysonIwill

divorceyouthenkillyou"

Nhlanhla:"byeNdalo.Ngiyakuthandayezwa?(I

loveyouok?)"

Ms:"Nhlanhla!"



Hehungup.Ohno,Ineedtogettothehospitalfast.

Idialedkamo'snumber.Sheanswered

Kamo:"Ndalo"

Me:"NhlanhlaisgonnakillLuneleIknow,come

fetchme"

Kamo:"Iamcoming."

Ihungup.Iamworried.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Iwaspreparedforthis.HewokeupearlythanI

anticipated.IthrewmyphoneontheothersideasI

approachedthehospitalandIparkedmycarand

gotoutandwentinside.Igotintheelevatorasit

wentupandpingedonceItwasthere.Igotoffand

wenttotheIntensivecareunitandIwalkedto

whereheis.TheDrwaswithhim.



Dr:"youareluckyyousurvived."

Lunelenoddedandlookedatme.

Me:"hi,doccanIhaveaword"

Henodded.Wewalkedoff.

Me:"Ineedhimobedischarged"

Dr:"heisnotok"

Me:"IwillhireaDrforhimtocomehome.Ineed

himhome"

Hesighed.

Dr:"surethen.Iwillgethispapers..

Me:"good"

Iwalkedoffandsoashe.IwantbacktoLunele

Me:"getupwearegoing"

Lunele:"whereareyoutakingme?"

Me:"home,butwehavetomakeastop

somewherefirst"

Hejustlookedatme.Hewillknowmetoday,hewill

nevertakedrugsoreventhinkoftakingdrugsagain.



Hewantstocausemywifeaheartachewhenhe

dies.Iwillteachhim.Iclenchedmyjawsjustby

lookingathim.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NHLANHLA★

Me:"Lunelengekengilindawena(LuneleIwon't

waitforyou)"

Lunele:"ismomcoming?"

Me:"Come."

Heheavedasigh,thenurseassistedhimonthe



wheelchair.Hedidn'tevenbreakanyofhisbones.

Whydoesheneedit?

Me:"Idon'tthinkhewillneedthat"

Nurse:"heisAbitweak."

Inodded.ShepushedhimoutandIfollowedafter

them ,wegotintotheelevatoranditclosedbefore

itwentdown.Lunelelookedatmethenlookedaway

after.Theelevatoropenedandwegotout.Wewent

totheparkinglotandthenursegotininthecar

beforeshewentoff.LuneleheldthedoorbeforeI

closedit.

Lunele:"Don'tkillme"

Me:"Imight"

Lunele:"IhaveNtokomalotolivefor"

Me:"shouldhavethoughtofthatbefore"

Lunele:"dad"

Me:"youarewastingtime"

Lunele:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Iamsorrytoo.Onbehalfofyourmotherbut



me.NoIamnot"

Iclosedthedoorandwenttotheothersideandgot

in.

Me:"Buckleup."

Hepulledtheseatbeltslowly.Istartedtheengine.

Me:"let'sseewhat'stheproblem"

Ireversedoutoftheparkinglotbeforedrivingoff.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Khonacalledmeaftersometime.Maybeheis

outside.

Khona:"Malo"

Me:"Hey"

Khona:"IheardLuneleisawake.Iwillcomebyin

theafternoon.Iamkindofbusy.Wewillseehim



then"

Me:"norush."

Khona:"surethen"

Hehungup.WhatamIgonnasaytoLuneleonceI

seehim.Iknowmyscrewswillbeloose.Letme

goandpraythatIcalmdownbeforemeetingthat

man,IlotionedbeforeIgotdressedandstartedwith

singingsomechurchsongsbeforeIpray.

.

.

★KHONA★

MaZuma:"IfoundScones!"

Shesayscomingfromthekitchen.Sheplacedthe

trayinfrontofus.

MaZuma:"enjoy"

Wealltakeoneandithasjaminside.Wedidn't

wanttodisappointher.Shesatacrossfromusand

tookhersecondcupoftea.



Sihle:"willIgetZinhle?"

Sheshrugged.

Mpande:"whatdoyouknow?"

Sheputsthecupdown.

Her:"Iknowalot."

Me:"sptellus"

Her:"IsaidIwillguideyou.Iwon'ttellyou

everything"

Ndu:"thisisshitty"

her:"IwillSprinkleyouwithwaterifyouswearin

myhouseMpendulo"

Ndu:"sorry"

Her:"Youneedtobecleansed.Toremovethe

cursesthatfellintoyoutwofromyourmother"

Welookedateachother.Shesippedonhertea.

Her:"eatup"

Shesaidwithasmileonherwrinkledface.

Sihle:"Ihavetogo",thankyouforthescones"



Shesmiled.

Her:"pleasure."

Hewalkedout.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

KamoarrivedandIhoppedinthedriver'sseat

becausesheisaslowdriver.

Kamo:"hopewemakeit"

Me:"metoo"

Istartedthecaranddroveoff.

Me:"checkforthequickroute"

Shecheckedthegpsandclickedonit.

Kamo:"followthelady"

"In100mturnright."



Ididturnright.

Me:"IamnervousKamo"

Kamo:"it'shissonaswell.Hewon'tkillhim.He

wouldn'twanttoseeyouinpain"

Me:"youdon'tknowNhlanhla"

Shekeptquiet.Ikeptonlisteningtothelady.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

"Sisi"

Ilookedatthesidefromtheceiling.Igavebeen

staringatitforquietsometime.Shewalksin.

Gugu:"howareyou?"

Ishrugged.

Me:"iwanttobeoutofhere"



Gugu:"youwillbe"

Shesatdownonthechair.

Me:"Idon'twanthim"

Gugu:"haveyouheldhim?"

Ishookmyhead.Sheheldmyhand.

Me:"don'tforceme"

Gugu:"Iwon't.Iunderstandyourfeeling.Iknowit

"

Ilookedather.

Gugu:"Iwaslikeyou.Yourememberour

neighbour?"

Me:"theonewhomovedtoabetterplace?"

Shenodded.

Gugu:"yes,Ihavenevertoldanyonethisbuthe

rapedme"

Sheswallowed.

Gugu:"WhenIwas13,Iwasbackfromschooland

GogowasgoingtofetchyouandLwande."



Isatupandshewipedhertears."

Gugu:"sheaskedhimtolookoutformefromtime

totimewithhiswifeandtheyagreed."

Shesniffed.

Gugu:"he...hecanandcheckeduponme.My

homeworkandifIwasdone.Iwas.Hestartedlittle

bytouchingmebutIjustthoughtmaybeit'sa

mistakebutitwasn't.Ishouldn'thavethoughtlike

that"

Shelookedstraightintomyeyes.

Gugu:"that'showIhadNtobeko"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Gugu:"noIam.Ishould'veprotectedyou"

Me:"youcouldn't."

Gugu:"IusedtohateNtobekowhileshewasinmy

stomachbugassoonasIheldher.IknewIhadto

protecther.Teachyoursonhowtobedifferentand

respectwomen.Teachhimtobeunique."

Me:"Idon'tknow"



Shelookedupndididthesame.Heclearedhis

throat.

Sihle:"Iamsorrytodisturb"

Me:"it'sok"

Gugu:"Iwillseeyou"

Inoddedandwesharedahug.

Gugu:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyouaswell"

Webrokethehugandshewalkedoff.isighed,it's

easysaidthandone.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Wegottothehospitalbuttheysaidhewas

discharged.

Me:"damnit!"



IdialedNhlanhla'snumbers.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"bringmysonback"

Nhlanhla:"youmakeitseemlike.Kidnappedhim"

Me:"youdid!"

Nhlanhla:"Ndaloheisingoodhands.Seeyou

afteraweek."

Me:"Nhlanhla!"

Hehungup.

Kamo:"and?"

Me:"hehashim.IamscaredforLunele"

Kamo:"Ihavealwaysfearedthatman.Idon'twant

tothinkaboutwhatheisgoingtodotohim"

Me:"metoo"

Ibitmynails.

.

.



.

★NHLANHLA★

Wegottothelittlecabininthewoods.Verynice

andsecluded.Cosyaswell.Assoonaswegotout

ofthecarwewentin.Hecan'tescape.Heknowshe

isweakandheknowsIwillfindhim.Ialwaysdid

whentheywentoutofthewindowsinhighschool.

Whatcouldstopmenow.Iclosedthedoorand

lockedit.

Me:"Ipreparedabathforyou"

Lunele:"bath?"

Me:"thisway"

Iledthewayandhefollowed.Wegotinthe

bathroom.

Lunele:"that'sicecold"

Me:"youareaman.Iamsureyoucanhandleit"

Lunele:vuhmno..dadIamfine."

Me:"getinsideLunele"



Helookedatme.

Me:"Iamnotyourmother"

Hewentclosertometallicbathtubslowly.It'sfull

ofice.Heouthishandinandout.

Me:"stripandgetin"

Hesighedandgotin.Itookoutmygunandputit

onthesink.

Me:"Iwon'tmiss"

Lunele:"youwillshootme?"

Me:"Iwillandkeeponpressingonthatbullet

woundifyoudon'tgetinside."

HegetsinsideandItiehishandsontothetub.

Lunele:"arrrh!"

Hegroans.

Me:"now.Wewillbedoingthreepunishmentsper

dayforaweek.Inthemorning.Noonandnight

justlikehowyoutakeyourmedication."

Lunele:"Iamsorry"



Me:"wearegonnagettothat.It'stooearlyfor

sorry"

Istooduptakingtheremoteoutofmypocket.

Me:"nowthistubisconnectedtoashocker.Don't

worryitdoesn'thurt"

Ipressedthebutton.Hegroaned.

Lunele:"fuck!"

Me:"much"

Lunele:"dad"

Me:"let'sstart.Firstquestion,Whosoldyouthe

cocaine?"

Hewassilent.Ipressedthebutton.

Me:"Ihavethewholenight"

Ipressedagainandhegroaned.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★SIHLE★

Wegottothecarandgotinside.Itwassilentfora

momentbeforeIstartedthecar.

Gugu:"Didyouhearanything?"

Me:"about?"

Idid.Iheardeverything,Idon'tknowhowtofeel,I

justfeeldefeatedatthispointandIdon'tknowwhy.

Gugu:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Whyareyouapologising?"

Gugu:"Iamsorry"

Istoppedthecadatthesideoftheroad.Iturnedto

her.

Me:"Gugulookatme"



Shehadherfacecuppedinherhands.Iremoved

herhandsfromherfaceandIcuppedhercheeks.I

wipedhertearsasshesniffed.

Me:"whathappenstoyouit'snotyourfault.Don't

apologisetomebecauseyoudidnothing."

Gugu:"'Ididn'ttellyou"

Me:"It'sokifyoudidordidn't.Eventuallyifyou

werecomfortableyouwouldhavetoldme.Don't

beatyourselfupaboutthatgugu"

Gugu:"Youwon'tlookatmeanydifferent?"

Me:"Iwill"

Hereyesbecameglossy.

Me:"don'tcry.It'sagooddifferent"

Gugu:"Iamscaredforsomereason"

Me:"don'tbe.Don'tbescared"

Iplacedmyforeheadonhers.

Me:"Don'tbe"

Shenodded.Iwipedhertears.



Me:"wantsomeicecream?"

Shegiggledandnodded.

Me:"Let'sgetyousomethen."

Gugu:"imissZinhle"

Me:"Iwillgetherback"

Shenodded.Istartedthecaragainbeforedriving

off.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Ismiledwhilelookingatalltheselittlebabies.They

looksoadorablealltogetherjustwantsyoutohold

themforasecond.Youknow.Guguleftmeand

wenttocheckuponCeliweforaminutewhileI

stoodherlookingatherson.

"Babies"



Ilookedatthepersonwhostoodnexttome,I

lookedbacktothelittleones.

"Theylookcute"

Ikeptquiet.

"Hi"

Itunedmyheadandlookedathim,thenbackatthe

glasswidow.Heistalkingonhisown.Peopledo

thatfromtimetotime

Him:"Iamtalkingtoyoumiss"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"ohsorryhi"

Hesmiled.

Him:"howareyou?

Me:"Iamfinethankyou"

Henodded.Iconcerntratedonthebabies.

Him:"what'syourname?"

Ifrownedandlookedathim.

Me:"whydoyouwanttoknowmyname?"



Him:"that'showpeoplegettoknoweachother"

Ilookedathim.

Him:"wellIamZamani"

Me:"ok"

Hechuckled.

Him:"justyourname"

Me:"AlwandeIhavetogo"

"Ididn'tmeantochaseyouaway"

Ikeptonwalkingaway.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Icouldfeelthestingandshockdiningthroughmy

body.It'sapainfulexperienceaswell.Ithought

maybethecoldwaterwillsubsidethepainthat

comeswitheveryshockbutitdoesn't.Icouldstill



feelit.

Me:"Dad"

Dad:"Onemore"

HepressesthebuttonandIgroanedinpain.He

stoppedandlookedatme.

Dad:"that'slessonone"

Me:"Iamgonnadie"

Heuntiedmyhands.Mybodyisshiveringfromthe

cold.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Dad:"metooson.,Metoo.Getoutofthere"

Hetookhisgunandwalkedout.Ilaidinthecold

water,mybodywasstillfeelingtheshockafterthe

wholepunishment.ItfeltlikeIwasstillgetting

shocked.

.

.

.



★NTOKOMALO★

FinallyKhonaarrived,Iwasevengettingboredand

almostforgotwearesupposedtoleave.Heplaces

hiskeysonthecouchasIstandupgettingreadyto

leave.

Khona:"YoucansitdownWearen'tgoing"

Me:"why?"

Khona:"Heisnotthere"

Me:"whereishe?"

Khona:"hisfathertookhim."

Me:"Can'tweseehim?"

Khona:"no"

Ithrewmyselfonthecouch.Hesighed

Me:"Youok?"

Khona:"justalongday"

Inodded

Me:"Icooked.ShouldIdishup?"



Khona:"Sure"

Istoodupandwenttothekitchentodishupforhim

andmyself.WhenwillLunelebebackthen?That

worriesmenowthatheisinthehandsofhisfather.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

IdidsaymygoodbyestoCeliweafterseeingher

child.Guguhasalreadyleftfrommyunderstanding

andMpandeiswaitingformeoutside.Hehadto

gosomewherefirstbeforecomingher.Iwalkedout

ofthehospitalandwenttotheparkinglotandgotin

thecarbeforelookingatthebackcarseat.Hewas

asleeppeacefully.Musthavehadhistimeofhislife

atMpande'saunt'shouse.

Me:"Hi"

Mpande:"hey"



Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

Mpande:"howisshe?"

Me:"stillthesamebutabitbetter"

Henodded.

Mpande:"don'tworry"

Isighed.

Me:"I'mworried."

Mpande:"canwetalk?"

Me:"wearetalking"

Mpande:"aboutus"

Ikeptquiet.

Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"Mpande"

Mpande:"Ngiyakuthanda(Iloveyou)"

Me:"Iknow"

Mpande:"Iwanttofixus.Iwanttofixmyselfinthe

process,Iwanttobeabetterman"



Me:"don'twantMpande.Youshoulddoit"

Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"mmmh"

Thecarcametoahaltattheredrobot.Heheldmy

cheeksandkissedmylips.HeknowsIcan'tresist

himallthetime.Hebreaksitoff.

Mpande:"Iloveyou"

Ijustnodded.HeknowsIlovehimandtriestouse

thattohisadvantagejusttohurtmeagain.Ican't

fallbackintothatagain.Ireallycan't.

.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★GUGU★

ILookeduptotheceilingofthisplacewhilein

thoughtsofyoumuchmylifeisatastandstill,how

muchoftormentingmylifehasenduredyetIdon't

wanttogiveup.Thesteppingstonestomoving

forwardarenowheretobefound.That'sthe

problem.

"Situp"

Isitupasheplacesthebowelfulloficecreamand

somechocolatesauceaswell.Hesaidhedoesn't

liketoeaticecreammuchbuthewillwhenIeatit

soIwouldn'teatalone.Ijustthinkheislyingand

justlovesicecreamaswell.

Me:"Thankyou"

HesmilesandItakethebowelandhavethefirst

spoonandlookeduptoSihlelookingatme.

Me:"somethingwrong?"



Heshookhishead.

Sihle:"nothing"

Hehadascoopoffmybowel.

Me:"Ithoughtthiswasminealone"

Sihle:"Sharingiscaring"

Me:"hayi"

Hechuckled.

Sihle:"Ihaveafunctiontoattendtomorrow,would

youliketosomewithme?"

Me:"Asinfancyfunction?"

Sihle:"it'sforcharity"

Me:"Oh,Isee"

Henods.

Me:"Iwillgo"

Sihle:"thankyou"

Ismiledandwecarriedoneating.

.



.

.

★LUNELE★

Ididn'tmovefromthetub.Thewaterwascold.I

couldn't,EverytimeItriedIjustfeltweak.Thisis

onlythefirstround,howwillIgothroughthenext

ones.IjustthoughtofNtokomalo,howwasshe

whenshesawmeinsuchastate.Shetoldmebut

whenyouareaddictedyoucan'tstop.EvennowI

amcravingforsomecokeupinmynosetocalm

medown.Iwanttoseeherbeforemyfatherkills

me,Ishould'veleftatleastawillbeforeIdie.He

walksbackinandleansbythewall.

Dad:"soyouaregonnastayinthere?Youlikeit?"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"i...Ifeelweak"

Dad:"youarenotweak"

Me:"Iam."



Dad:"getupfromtherebeforeacoldkillsyou"

Me:"yougonnakillmeanyway"

Hechuckled.

Dad:"Iamnotamonster.Iamjustpunishingyou

sothatyouwouldn'teverthinkofdrugs.Ifyoudie

yourmotherwillhatemeifIkilledyoung.Getup

andthinkofthatgirl!"

Hewalkedoff.ILookedatthedirectionhewent

anditriedgettingupbutgotbackdown.Icouldn't,

Ifeltweakafterthat.Ijustlaidbackinthecold

waterastheicehasmelted.Ifeelnumbaswell.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

IgotacallfromMpendulothathewantstoseeme.

Ihavemissedhimsomuch,thesedaysIfeellike



wedon'tseeeachotherasmuch.Hewasstanding

byhiscarasIsnuckout.Sakhileishometoday,a

bitdistractedwithSthawhichgavemeenoughtime

toslipawayandsoasourparentshaving

disagreementswithhim.Thatwillkeephimbusy.I

smileasIapproachhim.

Me:"Hey"

Wesharedahugandheheldmeclosetohim.I

moanedatthewarmthofhisarmswrappedaround

me.Webrokeitandheperkedmylips.Ismiled.

Me:"Ihavemissedyou"

Ndu:"Imissedyoutoo.Itfeltlikeforever"

Me:"yeah"

Ibitmybottomlip.

Ndu:"weneedtotalk"

Inodded.Soundedveryseriousbythelooks.He

heldmyhands.

Ndu:"IloveyouVuyelwa"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



Hesighed.

Ndu:"Iwon'tbeavailableforalongtime.Ihaveto

dosomecleansingandfamilyissuesregardingmy

parents."

Ilookedathim.

Ndu:"Ithinkit'sbestwepartbeforewehurteach

other"

Me:"Ndudon'tsaythat.YouknowIsupportyou"

Iplacedmyhandsonhisneckandthenheldhis

cheeks.

Me:"Mpendulolookatme"

Hedidandtearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ndu:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"whyarewebreakingup?"

Ndu:"Vee"

Ikissedhimandhekissedmebackandbrokethe

kiss.



Ndu:"Iamsorry.Hewentaroundandgotinthe

car.Ilookedatitbeforeturningbacktogohome.I

washeartbroken.Ireallywas.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Iopenedthelightsassoonaswegotin.He

followedafterwithacarseatandwenttothe

bedroomsidetolaythebabydown.Iwenttodrink

somewaterbythesinkandwhenIwasabouttoput

theglassdownheheldmefrombehind.

Mpande:"Areyouhungry?"

Me:"Ijustate.Nothankyou"

Iturnedtohim.

Mpande:"pleasegivemeachancetoprovemyself

"

Me:"abstaining"



Mpande:"mmmh?"

Me:"forsometimetillIamsatisfiedwithyour

behaviour.IfyoubreakthatIamtakingoursonand

leavingyou"

Mpande:"Iwoulddoanything"

Me:"Andyourphonestayswithmeforthewhole

night"

Hetookitoutandgaveittome.Imovedfromhim.

Me:"Ohonemorething"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"don'ttryanystunts.IwillfindoutMpande,

RememberIknowyou"

Mpande:"Iknow,canIkissyou?"

Me:"weareabstainingthatforaweek"

Mpande:"whatLwande"

Hesaidindisbelief.

Me:"goodnightMpandeyobuhle"

IwalkedofftotheroomIusewithCeliweandi



closedthedoor.Ibreathedout.Ireallyhopehe

proveshimselfright..

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

ItsbeendayssinceIhaveseenLunele,Bythe

soundsofeveryonesayinghowhisfatheris,Ireally

hopeheisalivewhereverheis.Yeshemadethat

kindofmistakewhichalmostcostedhimhislifebut

Ithinkhehaslearnedhislesson.Iwassitting



outsidewhenKhonajoinedmewhileeatingsome

bread.

Khona:"Hewillbefine."

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Iamjustworried"

Khona:"Don'tbesomuch."

Me:"won'thekillhim?"

Khona:"Nohewon't"

Inoddedandsighed.

Khona:"HowaboutMeandNdutakeyououtjust

tocheeryouup?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Khona:"letmecallhim."

Inoddedandhewentinsidetotakehisphoneand

camebackout.Hethenstartedmakingacalland

putitonloudspeaker.

Khona:"Mpendulo"

Ndu:"Leavemealone.Iwanttocry"



Khona:"Youwillcrylater.Ntokomaloandiare

crying"

Ndu:"Shame"

Khona:"Soyouaretakingusout"

Ndu:"UsakhonaI...."

Khona:"greatthen"

Hegroaned.

Ndu:"likeIhaveachoicewithyou"

Khona:"youhadone.Justtheyouhaveagood

heart"

Igiggled.

Ndu:"WhattimeshouldIcome?"

Khona:"youareevenfetchingus?Wowweare

goingshoppingMalo!"

HesqueeledlikeagirlandIlaughed.

Ndu:"Mxmgaytendencies.Ithinkyouaregay"

Khona:"Tseklaphowena"

Hechuckled.



Khona:"mxmcomeinanhour"

Ndu:"Sure"

Hehungup.

Khona:"Wearegoingout"

Me:"youdidn'thavetoforceyourbrother"

Khona:"weneedit"

Inoddedandwebothstoodupandwentinside.

.

.

.

★ ALWANDE★

Celiweisbackhomebutshestilldoesn'twantto

seeherson,ThebabygotmovedandMpande's

mothersaidshewilltakethebabytillsheisfine

andreadytoseeherbundle.Wecan'tdependon

themforeverthenwhat?Wecan'taboundthebaby

aswell.Ijustfeelsorryforboththebabyandheras



well.IwasmakingsomemashedbutternutforMy

babytoeat.Mpandeislockinghimselfinthe

bedroomandNotwithhisphone,it'sstillwithme

sotheLadyisonherAgameattaminghimthis

time.Iamreallyputtingmyfootdown.Itakethe

butternutandgoknockonhisbedroomdoorandit

opens.

Mpande:"Yourfoodishere"

HesayslookingathisJnr.Ihandedittohim.

Mpande:"Ithoughtyouweretakinghim"

Igrinandshakemyheadno.

Me:"Youcanfeedhimright?Youaresuchastar"

Iturned.

Mpande:"canIgetakissforthat?"

Me:"sure"

HesmiledandIwenttokissourson'scheek.

Me:"Bye"

Mpande:"Lwande"



Hewrapshisarmaroundmywaist.

Mpande:"Youhavehadmyphoneforalmosta

week.Iamsureyoublockedanddeletedthe

remainingnumbersthatwerethereandyoudidn't

findanythingbad"

Me:"Ididn't"

Mpande:"that'sbecauseIloveyou"

Hekissedmyneck.

Mpande:"Idoallthosenastythingswithyou"

Me:"YouareonprobationMpande"

Iturnedtohim.

Mpande:"Iunderstand,Ijustwantonekiss"

Me:"one?"

Heraisedhisfingerwhilesulking.

Mpande:"justonebaby"

Me:"Lwande"

Mpande:"(smirking)youlikethat?"

Me:"it...itmakesmefeelspecial"



Mpande:"youarespecial"

Me:"ok,onekiss"

Mpande:"ortwo."

Igavehimalook.

Mpande:"oktwo,twokisses"

Me:"feedhimfirst"

Mpande:"lwande,thisabstainingthingIamdoing

foryou.Arewardnyana"

Istoodonmytoesandperkedhislips.

Me:"Keepitupthen"

Igavehimhisphoneandhelookedatit.

Mpande:"Idon'twantit.Iwantyou"

Me:"Mpandefeedhimbeforehecries"

Mpande:"Iwillcatchyou"

Iblewakissandwalkedoff.

.

.



.★MPENDULO★

IgotoffthebedandIwenttothebathroomtorun

somewater.ImissVeesomuchbutleadingheron

whenMaZumasaidIwillhurtherwilljustbreakher

moreasmuchasithurtsmebreakingupwithher.I

lovehersomuch.Itakemyphoneandtryherand

itdoesn'tgothrough.Ithinksheblockedme.Why

wouldn'tshe?Isighedthrowingmyohonwonthe

bedandlyingonit.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

Knockknock!

"Gugu!"

Isniffedunderthecovers.WhenIamaloneithits



me,thelossofmychildren.

"Guguopenupplease"

It'sSihle,Idon'twantto.Ijustwanttobealone.

Anotherknockcomesthrough.

"Gugu!"It'sabitfirmthistime.Igetoffthebed

andIgoandopenthedoor,IknowIlooklikea

mess.

Sihle:"areyouok?"

Inoddedandhehuggedme.

Sihle:"it'sok"

Me:"Imissthem"

Sihle:"shhh"

HerubbedmybackasIsobbedonhisshoulder.I

feelthepainanditwillnevergoaway.

.

.

.

.



Tobecontinued
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★NHLANHLA★

Ilookathimgroaningwhileontheflood.Hewipes

hismouthoffthebloodandIkeeponpullingupmy

sleeves.

Me:"Come"

Hestandsupstumblingabitbeforehegainshis

balance.

Lunele:"canwetakeabreakatleast?Yourpunch

bustedmyeardrum,it'sringing"

Me:"Lunele"

Lunele:"Dad"

Myphoneranginmypocket.Hekeptontouching



hisface.It'sNdalo.Ilookatitthenhim.

Me:"Iwillbeback"

Lunele:"canIgo?"

Iraisedmyhandandwalkedoutoftheroom,I

answeredthecall.

Me:"SthandwaSam"

Shesniffed.

Ndalo:"(teary)NhlanhlaCelaubuyiseinganeYami.

Enginendabauyaphilanomausuyibulele,ngicela

inganeYamimina!(Nhlanhlapleasebringbackmy

child,Idon'tcareifheisaliveordeadIjustwant

mychild)"

Shebrokedown.Idon'tlikehearingmywifecrying

eventhoughit'smyfault.

Me:"Ndaloungakhalibaby(Ndalodon'tcry)"

Ndalo:"BuyisauLuneleNhlanhla,Ngiyakucela

(BringbackLunelePlease)"

Me:"Shhh,Sokhuluma(wewilltalk)"

ShebrokedownmoreandIhungup.Isighedwhile



holdingmyphonebeforewalkingbackinside.

Lunele:"Ididn'thavewater"

Me:"Weareleaving"

Lunele:"butit'snottheendoftheweek"

Me:"Iwillcarryonathome"

Lunele:"babaNgiyadlalahawuawusadlaliswa

nawe(DadIamplaying,)"

Igavehimastare.

Lunele:"Iwillgo"

Helimpedoff.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Itriedwipingmytearsbuttheycouldn't,Imiss

Ibanathisomuch.Wonderinghowgrownwouldhe

beatthismoment.Ican'timagineloosinganyof



mytwoboys.Theyaremyheartandsoul,my

everything.Iwouldrathertaketheirplacethen

themleavingmethroughdeath.Ipulledthepicture

closetomeandcriedmylungsout.Ilearnedtolive

withitbutneverforgethowhedied.Itwasallmy

fault.Ishould'veprotectedhimwitheverythingin

me.Ishould'veprotectedallmykids.It'sallmy

faultandifLunelediesit'sallmyfault.Ishould've

protectedhim.ThebabycriesandIwipemytears

andIgetoffthebedandgooverthelittledog

besideit.Ididn'twanttotravelupanddowntothe

nursery.Ilookeddown,TohimandIpickhimup

thenkisshischeek.Heiscute.Hesettlesinmy

armsandcloseshiseyestosleeponcemore.Iam

takenbackandmyheartachesmorethanitshould

beatthisbeautifulsight.Icryoncemoreholding

himclosertomychest.

.

.

.



★NTOKOMALO★

Nducametofetchusanddrovetothemall.They

squabblewithKhonabutgetalongveryfine.It

showshowmuchofbrotherstheyare.Wegetto

themallandgetoutofthecarandmadeourway

inside.

Khona:"Iamhungry"

Ndu:"Mmmmh"

HegavehimalookandIgiggled.

Khona:"whatdoyoulikeMalo?"

Me:"anythingisfine"

Khona:"Therearemanyrestaurantstochoose

from"

Ndu:"NgithuleNgiyanukanje"

Igiggle.

Khona:"Let'sgotoSpurIwantstake"

Nduchuckled.Ishruggedaswewalkedtowards



spur.Weweregiventhemenusandaplacetosit

andbrowsedthroughit.

Khona:"whywereyoucrying?"

HwlooksatNdu.

Ndu:"IloveVeeman"

Khona:"HadeMfwethukodwaintooyaliweYona

(Sorrybrobutit'ssomethingyouwereinstructedto

do)"

Ndu:"NxBloodyinstructions"

Iwassilent.Khonalookedatme.

Khona:"what'syourintakeMalo?"

Me:"in?"

Khona:"Ndubreakingupwithhisgirl."

Me:"didshedosomething?"

Ndu:"noshedidn't"

Me:"whydidyoubreakupwithher?"

Ndu:"someoldwomanwhoisaprophetsaidI

shouldbeforeit'stoolate"



Me:"maybeit'sforthebest.Shesawsomething"

Khona:"yeah"

Ndu:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hesmiledandthewaitercametotakeourorders.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Itouchedherbacksoftlyandsheturnedtome,she

satupasIsatnexttoher.

Me:"youareok?"

Celiwe:"Iamnotabadperson"

Ishakemyhead.

Me:"youarenot"

Celiwe:"thenwhycan'tIlovemybaby?"



Me:"it'sareminderBabes.Itsok,don'trush

progress"

Celiwe:"I...I"

Iheldherinmyarms.

Me:"Youknow"

Shenodded.

Me:"Mpandesaidyouwillstartanewschool.Do

youwanttobeaboarderoradaystudent?"

Celiwe:"adaystudent"

Me:"Okthen"

Celiwe:"lifeisshort"

Me:"yeah"

Celiwe:"youlovehim"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Weshouldn'tbetalkingaboutthat"

Celiwe:"YoudoLwande"

Me:"Iknowbutattimesloveisnotenoughonits

own"



Shenodded.

Me:"youarehungry?"

Sheshookherhead.

Me:"Okthen.Iloveyou"

Celiwe:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ikissedherforehead.

Celiwe:"doyouthinkwewouldfindmom?"

Me:"youwanther?"

Celiwe:"maybethingswouldbedifferentifshe

didn'tleaveus"

Me:"maybe"

Celiwe:"IyearnforherLwande"

Shelookedatmewithglossyeyes.

Me:"Iknow."

Ihushedher.Idon'tevenknowhowourmothers

looklike,whotheyareorhowIwouldidentifythem

ifIcould.Iwon'tevenknowwhomyfatherisas

well.Wejusthavetokeeponlivinglikethiswithout



anyofthem.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Zakhele:"Baby"

HeputhisglassonthecounterandIturnedtolook

athim.Thehelpergotinandweturnedtoher.

"Lunchisready"

Wenoddedandigotoffthebarstoolandheheld

myarm.

Zakhele:"Ihopeyouweren'tdrinking"

Iyankedmyarmoffhisgrip.

Me:"Iamhungry"

Iwalkedoffandwenttothediningroom.Isat

downandhejoinedmeafterandsatdownaswell.

Itwassilentbetweenus.Idon'twanttosay



anythingtohim,Helooksatme.

Zakhele:"whereisyourring?"

Me:"lostsomewhere"

Zakhele:"Thatattitude"

Me:"iswhat?"

HebangedthetablefirmlyandIjumped.

Zakhele:"Iamwarning"

Me:"I....."

Thedoorbellrangandwelookedateachother,the

helperwenttoopenthedoorandhisparents

walkedin.Webothstoodup.

Zakhele:"Mom,dad.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Hismothercomesandgiveshimtwoslapsandhe

hasascratchonhischeek.Herlongnailsmust

havedonethat.

Hismother:"Howcouldyou?Mmmh?"

Sheslapshimoncemore.

Zakhele:"Juststopmom!"



Hisfather:"Haveyoueverseenmecheatonyour

mother?"

Helookeddown.

Mom:"Thathoecametomyhouseclaimingtobe

carryingyourbaby.SiesmanZakhelesies!!"

Zakhele:"Iamsorry"

Shelookedatmeandcametohugmeinherarms.

Ilovethiswoman.

Hismother:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sok"

Hismother:"It'snot."

SherubbedmybackandIjustbrokedowninher

arms.

Hisfather:"wearecallinginafamilymeeting."

Hismother:"ohmychild"

Shekeepsonrubbingmyback.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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★MPANDE★

IfinishedthetaskthatLwandegavetomeandlaid

himonmychestandhefellasleep.Iwasscared

whenshetoldmeshewaspregnantbutlateron

realizedmymistakeofleavingherandnot

supportingher.Dadwouldn'thaveleftus,Yeshe

isatoughbutbutheisstillanamazingdadand

that'swhatIwantformysonaswell.Ipulledhis

littlehandslightly.

Me:"Youseembored"

Itouchedhisplumpcheeks.

Me:"youneedasibling?"



Ichuckled.

Me:"don'tworry.Daddywillmakeasiblingwith

MommyassoonasIgetofthisabstainingIwill

knockherupshewon'tseeitcoming"

Idon'tmindmakingLwandepregnantagain.Ican

alreadyimagineherwitharoundstomachbutIam

notsosureaboutthehormonesbutit'sjustfora

littlewhile.Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"Comein"

ThedooropenedandShepeakedherheadinside.

Alwande:"Iwasjustcheckinguponyoutwo"

Me:"weareokwiththelittleguy.Justhavinga

deepconversationwitheachother"

Alwande:"about?"

Me:"manlystuff"

Shegiggledshakingherhead.

Alwande:"butheisasleep"

Me:"hecanhearme"



Shewalkedinfurtherandkissedhischeekthenmy

forehead.

Alwande:"don'tforgettochangehisnappywhen

hewakesup"

Me:"Staywithme"

Alwande:"Ihavetogoandcook"

Me:"Don't.Iamtakingyouout"

Alwande:"Ican'tleaveCeliwealone"

Me:"IwilltalktoSihle"

Shesmiled,sheisbeautiful.

Alwande:"Iwillsee"

Inodded.

Me:"ok"

Shewinkedandwalkedoffclosingthedoor.

.

.

.



★VUYELWA★

Nomessage,Nocall.Ithoughtthatmaybeitwasa

jokeandhewouldbebackherebutnothing.Iwas

hopinghewouldwalkinsidethatdoorinhis

parent'shousebutnothing.Hedoesn'twalkin.I

wipemytearsassoonasIseehismotherwalk

insidethekitchenwithababybottleandplacesit

onthecounter.

Kamo:"areyouok?"

Inoddedandshwlookedatme.

Kamo:"Notellmewhat'swrong"

Itriedremovingthelumpinmythroat.

Me:"juststuff"

Kamo:"isitNdu?"

Tearsrolleddownmycheeksandshecametohug

me.

Kamo:"whatdidhedo?"

Me:"hebrokeupwithme.Idon'tknowwhatIdid"



SherubbedmybackasIsobbed.

Kamo:"Shhh,Iwilltalktohimandseewhat's

wrongok?"

Inodded.

Kamo:"itwillbeoknana"

It'snotOk.Weheardthedooropeningandshe

brokethehug.

Kamo:"letmecheckwhothatis."

.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Iclosedmyeyesandbreathedoutbeforegetting

outofthecar.Myribcageisquiteabitsorefrom

thefewblowsaswell.Ithoughthewasgoingtokill

me.HisfistsaretoostrongevenIcan'tcompare.



HeleftmeinsidethecaraswehavereachedAunty

Kamo'shouse.Ilimpedmywayoutandclosedthe

doorbeforelimpingtowardsit.Iheldonthewalla

bitbeforemakingmywayinside.

Kamo:"OhmygodLunele"

Sherushedtomysidehelpingmeonthecouch.

ThepaininflictedasIsatdownandIgroaned.

Kamo:"weshouldtakeyoutotheDr"

Me:"I..IwillbefineauntyKay"

Kamo:"Youdon'tlookfine.Youlookpurple."

Me:"Iamfine"

Kamo:"Vuyelwapleasegetanicepack!"

Me:"It'sjustminorstuff"

It'snotminor.Thisispainful.

"Heisfine"

Ilookedupthestairsandsawmymotherrush

downthemandshecametome.Hereyeswere

puffyandsoashernose.IfeelbadthatImadeher

crylikethis.



Me:"Iamsorry"

Sheturnedaroundandlookedatdadwhohadhis

handsinhispocket.

Mom:"Nhlanhla"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Mom:"lookathim"

Dad:"Icanseehim"

Mom:"heisinpain.Didyouwanttokillhim?!"

Hervoicerises.

Kamo:"Ndalocalmdown"

Mom:"No!...Nhlanhlalookathim"

Hervoicebreaksdown.Sheturnstomeandcomes

tokneelInfrontofmeandputsherheadonmylap

asshesobs.

Dad:"Ndalo"

Hecomescloserbutshedoesn'tmoveaninch.She

isstillcryingandweareallsilent.Ihavenever

seenmymothercrythismuchandithurtsmethatI



hurther.Itbleedsmeinside.Idon'tdeserveher

tears.Ideservemoreofwhatdadwasgoingtogive

tome.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Ilookatmyphoneandputitdownagain.

Khona:"youkeeponlookingatit"

Me:"(sigh)Iwanttocallherandmakeup"

Ntokomalo:"Callher"

Ilookedatherasshecarriedonsippingher

milkshake."

Khona:"wantsomethingelse?"

Igavehimaneye.Heeh,heisinchargeofmy

walletnow?.

Ntokomalo:"noIamfine"

Shesmiled.Isighed,myphonerangandItookit



andanswered

Me:"Hello"

Mom:"Ndu"

Me:"Mom"

Khonalooksatme.

Mom:"What'sgoingonbetweenyouandVee?"

Me:"it'scomplicated."

Mom:"sheiscryinghereyesoutclueless"

Me:"I'msorry"

Mom:"Mpendulo"

Me:"Iamhurttoomomit'sjustyouwon't

understand"

Mom:"ok,Luneleisback.Hisfatherdidanumber

onhim"

IlookedatKhona.

Me:"heisback?"

Mom:"yes.Comeandseehim"



Me:"uhmwewill"

Mom:"bye,Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ihungup.

Me:"Luneleisback"

Theybothlookatme.

Ntokomalo:"heisback?"

Me:"yes"

Khona:"Whereishe?"

Me:"home.Hisdaddidanumberonhim,that's

whatmomsaid"

Khona:"mmmh"

IlookedatNtokomalowhojustcarriedonwithher

milkshake,Idrankmybeerandtooksomefries

andpoptheminmymouth.

.

.

.



★GUGU★

Ilookedatthewhitepaintedwallandnothingelse,I

havebeenstaringatitforhours.Hishanddoesn't

domuchthantoplaywithmyhairandwipemy

tearseverynowandthen.Imissthem.Imissthem

somuchthatIamgoingcrazyattimes.IwishI

didn'tleavethem.IwishIsavedthemwhenthe

timewasright.

Sihle:"Gugu"

HesayssoftlyandIblinkbeforeIturntohisside

andhelooksatme.

Me:"Iamnotstrong"

Isaysoftlyaswell.

Sihle:"Iknow.That'swhyIamhere"

Me:"I..."

Sihle:"it'sok."

Me:"Isit?"

Henodded.

Sihle:"it'soktofeelthepainandhurt"



Me:"how..."

Ibecamesilent.Hewipesmyfallingtears.

Sihle:"it'sok,Iamhere"

Heslightlysmilesandkeepsonwipingmytears

withhishand.

.

.

.
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★CELIWE★

IfeellikeIamabadperson.Ialwayshearthat

childrenareinnocentbutwhycan'tIseethatinmy

child?Whycan'tIcan'tIfindhiminnocentinstead



ofpunishinghimforhisfather'ssins.Idon'thave

thatcouragetofacehimandseehimasthesonof

arapist.Theproductofmypainandcrieswhileno

oneheardme.Theshamefulstareandwordsand

bitterwordsIwouldgetfrommygrandmother.I

missherthough,somuch.Whatarewegoingto

benowwithoutherinourlives.Ireallymissher

andwishIcouldjusthugheroncethenthat'sit.

That'sallIwant.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Timeforustoleavecame.Mpendulopaidthebill

andKhonawasverydeterminedinhimdoingthat.

Itwasreallynicesittingwiththemforawhile,They

arereallygreatbrothersshame.Westoodup.

Khona:"doyouneedanythingelse?"

Me:"No,Iamfinethankyou"



Ndu:"Imightactuallytakeyoualonenexttime"

HesaidlookingatKhona.

Khona:"Youneedtospoilus,rightMalo?"

Ilaughed.

Ndu:"Iamnotyourfather"

Khona:"Don'tgothereplease"

Wewalkedoutoftheresturant.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Ibrushedhishairsoftly,playedwithitabit.He

needsanotherhaircutandshavingaswell.Ismile

whilelookingathim,AtleastNhlanhladidn'tmess

uphisbeautifulface,Ipushedsohardforthisone

tocomeout.Irememberhowheavyhewas,hewill

alwaysbemybaby.Hedidn'toutgrowdrinkingthe



formulalikeMpande.Tillhewas4Years,wasthe

hardestpartofgettinghimtoletgoofthemilk.I

don'tknowwhatIwould'vebeenifIhadlosthim,I

wouldbenothing.Theyaremylife,mybabyboys.

ThedooropenedandIturnedandlookedathimas

hestoodbythedoorleaningagainstitwithhands

inhispocket.IturnbacktoLuneleandIcarryon

playingwithhisfeaturescarefullynotdisturbinghis

sleep.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Iamsilent,Idon'tturntothecallofmyname.I

hearhimsigh.

Nhlanhla:"Iamsorry"

Iwanttobemadathim.Angryathim butIcan'tto

thebothofthem,hewalksinfurtherandcomesto

standbymeandwebothlookathim.

Me:"Whatdidyoudotohim?"

Isaysoftly,myeyesstillfixedonwhatIamdoing.

Nhlanhla:"it'sbestyoudon'tknow"

Iturnedtohimandlookathim.



Me:"bad?"

Nhlanhla:"Areyouangryatme?"

Hesatbehindme.WebothlookingatLunele.

Me:"No,.Ican'tbe"

Thereissilence.

Nhlanhla:"I'msorryImadeyoucry"

IlaidmyheadonhischestleavingLunele'shairand

face,heembracesmeandkissesmyforehead

fromtheside.

Nhlanhla:"Iwasn'tgonnakillhim"

Me:"Ihopehestops"

Nhlanhla:"Hewilldon'tworry.Iwillmakesureofit

"

Me:"Don'tdoanything.Heisstillmybaby"

Hechuckledlightly.

Nhlanhla:"yousmotherthem"

Me:"it'samother'slove"

Nhlanhla:"Youareamazing,ineverything."



Me:"Thankyou"

WelookedatLunele.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

KamodecidedtogivemetherestofthedayoffsoI

cancollectmyself.ShesaidIneedsometimeto

myselfjusttodealwiththebreakup.Icollectedmy

things,IjustwanttoseemydaughterbecauseI

knowthatwillmakemefeelbetterthanever.Sheis

myhappyplace.Iwenttothebathroomfirstbefore

collectingmythingsandIwalkedtothedoor.Isaw

hiscarparking,Ifrozeonthespotandjustwalked

backinsideclosingthedoor.MrsZiqubucame

downthestairsandlookedatme.

Kamo:"Nanaareyouok?"

Me:"uhmyes,Ijustneedsomewater"



Kamo:"Oh,inthefridge.Youcanhelpyourself"

Inoddedandwalkedtothekitchen.Iopenedthe

fridgeandtookoutthebottledwaterandclosedthe

fridge.

"Hi"

Iturnedaroundandwestaredateachother.

Me:"UhmHi"

Isaidsoftly.Hemovedcloser,myeyeswerestill

onhim.

Ndu:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"Thankyou"

Can'twekissandmakeup.

Ndu:"Youaregood?"

Inoddedandhelookedbehindme.

Ndu:"Ineedsomewater"

Iwasagainstthefridge.

Me:"Sorry"

Imovedfromitandtookmybagreadytoleave.



"Vuyelwa"

Istoppedmytracks,Iturnedaround.

Ndu:"Iwilldropyouhome"

Me:"It'sfine.Mybrotheriscomingtogetme"

Lies,Ididn'twanttobeinthesamecarashim.

Me:"Bye"

Ndu:"Bye"

Iwalkedoff.IwillcrywhenIamhome.Ican't

showhimIamhurt.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ihavebeensittinghereandgivingthefamilythe

spacetheyneedtoseeLunele.Theydidn'taskme

butit'smychoice,Idon'tthinkIamreadytosee

himasyet.Maybesometimetogathermyself

beforeIseehimbecauseIamgonnahithimI



swear.Iwarnedhim.Theangerisstillthereaswell.

Mpendulocameoutfromthekitchen,Isawhis

girlfriendwalkaway.Iamsaddenedforhershame.

Ndu:"Aren'tyougoingupstairs?"

Ishookmyhead.

Ndu:"Why?"

Me:"Myemotionsarenotrighttoseehim"

Hefrowned.

Me:"Iamnotcalm"

Ndu:"OhIsee."

Inodded.

Ndu:"wellyoucan'tjustsithere"

Me:"Ican"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"LetmegetKhonathen"

Inoddedandherushedupthestairs,Itookoutmy

phoneandwentthroughit.

"Malo"



IlookedupanditsKhona.

Khona:"Mahisaskingforyou"

Me:"I..."

Khona:"come"

Isighedandgotoffthecouchandwentupthe

stairsmeetinghimatthetop.Ifollowedafterhim

andwegotinthebedroomwherehismotheriswith

therest.HisFather'spresencehasadarkaurainit.

Heisjustscary,Idon'tevenlookhisway.His

mothersmiledatme.Shelookslikeamessbutstill

beautifulandseemsnottocare.

Her:"Ntokomaloright?"

Inoddedandshehuggedme.

Her:"Iamgladyouareok"

That'ssweet.Webreakthehugoff.Shepullsme

closertothebedside.Heisasleep,seemsdeepin

sleep.

Her:"heisjustasleepdon'tworry"

Me:"Iamnot"



Shenodded.

Her:"let'sgiveyousometime"

Everyonewalkedoutandleftmealonewithhim.I

stoodthereandlookedathim.Heopenedhiseyes

andtheymetmine,Luneleishandsome,itshows

hisparentshavereallywonderfulgenes.

Lunele:"Hi"

Ikeptquietandjustkeptmygaze.Hetriedsitting

upandmadesomespaceandpattednexttohim.

Lunele:"Pleasesithere"

Isatdown.

Lunele:"Ntokomalo"

Me:"mmmh?"

Lunele:"I'msorry"

Ijustlookedathim.

Lunele:"saysomething"

Me:"Iamtryingtostaycalm.Iseeyourfatherdid

somethings"



Hechuckledandgroanedabit.

Lunele:"yeah,Iamgonnabefine"

Me:"Mmmh"

Lunele:"Ididn'tmeantohurtyounorscareyou"

Me:"pleasestopwiththesorrystorycauseyouare

notLunele.Iwarnedyou,Alotoftimes,athousand

timesbutit'sfine.Iamnotyourfamilymemberor

anythingforyoutolistentome.It'syourlifenot

mineIdon'tknowwhyIbotheredinthefirstplace

butIguessIjustcaredfornothing."

Lunele:"it'snotfornothing"

Me:"OnewrongmoveLuneleanditwouldbethe

endofyou.Iamtellingyou"

Lunele:"Iknow"

Me:"Iwaspreparedformorethanthis"

Lunele:"Thisisenough"

Ilookedathim.

Lunele:"Iloveyouok?"



Me:"Yeah"

Lunele:"Imissedyou,CanIkissyou?"

Me:"Forgetitfornow."

Lunele:"(smirking)ohyouarelikethathuh?"

Me:"Thatsmugwillbeoffsoquickly"

Lunele:"Sondela(comeclose)"

Hesaidsoftly.Thismanbathong.

Me:"Anddowhat?"

Lunele:"Sondelauzobona(Comeclose,youwill

see)"

Icamecloserandheheldmynecksoftlyandkisses

mylips.Icouldn'tresisthim,itwasslowfilledwith

passionaswell.Hebrokeitandlookedatme

caressingmycheek.

Lunele:"Iwillneverscareyoulikethatagain"

Inodded,Iwascalmingdown.Iwantedtoshoutat

himormorebutIguessnot.Imissedhimmore

thananythingthat'sforsure.



.

.

.

★SAMKE★

WeallgottositdownandZakhelehashishead

downthewhiletimehisfatherwastalking.His

motherkeepsonpattingmybackbutbybit.

Mah:"Areyouok?"

Inodded.

Hisfather:"WhatdoyousuggestwedoZakhele?"

Zakhelelooksbetweenallofus.

Zakhele:"SamkeandIaregonnagetmarried,Iwill

takecareofmychildren"

Mah:"Children?Kantihowmanykidsdidyou

pumpinher!?"

Zakhele:"Samkelisweisexpectingaswellmah"

Shejumpedtohithishead.



Mah:"YouareputtingstressonSamkeliswe.Me

andyoutodayinmyroomnx"

Zakhele:"Iamgrown"

Hisfather:"Grownornotyouarestillachildtous"

Hehuffed.Hismotherisnotscaredofhittinghim.

Mah:"NcncZakhele"

Sheclappedherhands.Zakhelelookedatme,I

don'twanttogetmarriedtohimanymore.Ijust

wanttoleavealivethat'sallIamaskingfor,isfor

metobealiveandoutofhere.

.

.

.

.
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[TWOWEEKSLATER]

★NTOKOMALO★

"OhmyGucci,it'saftermedaddy!Daddyit'safter

me!"

That'sSiphephelorunningaroundtheyardwhilethe

chickenismovinginherdirection.Ididn'twantto

laughbutIhadtoandIamgladIwasn'ttheonly

one.Khonawenttowardsthechickenandhe

caughtitbyitssides.Shewentdowncrying.

Ndalo:"SiphecomehereBaby"

Shewasnowsittingonthefloorcrying,Lunele

laughedandIhithisshoulder.

Me:"Youjustwatchedher?"

Lunele:"sheshouldn'thaveranoff."

"Celaminute(canyoupleasecomeback)"



Welookbehindusanditstheprophet.Weareat

KhonaandNdu'sCleansingceremonyattheir

homesteadfromtheirfather's.Wewalkedback

insidethehutandwesatadistancewiththeother

ladies.

Alwande:"Ifeelhungry"

Gugu:"Shh"

Shekeptquietandeveryonegotbackinside..She

litupthecandlesandandstartedPraying.Khona

wasstillholdingthechickeninhisarms.Wesaid

ourAmenandsheletLunele'sfatherburnthe

inceseastheeldestsonofthefamilyIguess.

Nhlanhla:"Goandfetchtheotherchicken

Mpendulo"

Hestoodupandwalkedoffoutofthehut.Khona's

motherwasveryunsettledduringtheprocess.She

keptonmovingandpullinghershoalover.

MaZuma:"Khonaoyedwawentidingaukugeza

ngezenzozakheezibi(oneofyoushouldget

cleansedforyourbadactions)"



Shelookedbetweenusladies,whatdidwedo?.

MaZuma:"Thetruthswillcomeoutverysoon"

Nduwalkedinwiththechickenandhecrouched

infrontofNhlanhlawhostartedChantingtheBiyase

clannames.Iknowthem.IthinkIhaveheardof

themsomewhere,notsurethough.

Khonagroanedabitandwealllookedathim.

Khona:"Waitabitbaba"

Everyoneissilentandturninghisattentiontohim.

Ndalo:"What'swrongboy?"

Khona:"Idon'tfeelgood"

MaZuma:"Drinkthiswater"

Hetookthewateranddrankit.Hestrippedhistop

andhewassweating.

Khona:"Ifeelhot"

Hebreathedout.Howcanhefeelhotwhenit'scold

outside,LuneleheldthechickenandKhonajust

wentdown.



"Usakhona!"

Everyonescreamed.

MaZuma:"Calmdown"

Kamo:"Wecan'tcalmdown"

MaZuma:"Lethimbe"

Ndalo:"What'swrong?"

MaZuma:"Lethimbe"

Theysteppedbackawayfromhim.

MaZuma:"proceedNhlanhla"

WealllookedatherinAwe.Whyisshesayingthat?

WeallkeptquietasLunele'sfathercontinued.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Natalie:"Whichcolourdoyoulike?"



Sheholdsupthecloths.NonofthesecoloursIlike,

thisdoesn'tfeelright.Heplaceshishandonmy

thigh.

Zakhele:"baby"

Ilookedathim.Ithoughthewouldstoplayinghis

handonmebuthedoesn't,ithasbecamemydaily

bread.Idon'tevenknowifIwillmakeittothat

weddingthathewantsustoplan.NatalieIsstill

waitingonmyresponse.

Zakhele:"Ithinksheneedssomewater"

Hetakesasmile.

Natalie:"ofcause."

Shestoodupplacingtheclothesandwalkedoff.

Zakhele:"Whatisthat?"

Ilookathim.

Me:"doyouloveme?"

Helooksatmeandsighsscratchinghishead

beforeheholdsmyhands.

Zakhele:"yesIloveyou"



Iswallowwhilelookingathim.Tearsweldupinmy

eyesasIbreatheinandout.

Me:"Thenletmelive"

Zakhele:"Samke"

Hesayssoftlyholdingmycheekandmytears

streamdownashecapturesthemwithhisthumb.

Zakhele:",Iloveyoudon'tcry"

Me:"ifyoulovemeenoughletmegoZakheleI

can'ttakeit"

Zakhele:"Ican'tlivewithoutyouSamke,Iamsorry

"

"Iamback"

HekissesmyforeheadandIfixmyself.Natalie

givesmethewater.

Me:"(clearthroat)thankyou

Ismile.

Zakhele:"canweschedulethisforanextday?"

Natalie:"Sure,Thursday?"



Zakhele:"letmecheckmyschedule"

Hetakesouthisphoneandopensit.

Zakhele:"yes,Thursdayisperfect"

Natalie:"goodthen.IwillseeyoubothThursday"

IfakedasmileandlookedatZakhele.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Aftereverythingwasdoneandthechickenswere

slaughteredwehadtogoandhelpinsideby

cookingthesteambreadthatwillbeservedwith

thesetwoboiledchickensandeveryonemusteat.

Celiwe'sbabyissoadorable,shehasn'tsoftened

upeventhoughMpande'smotherhasshownher

thebabyshejustcouldn'tbringherselfintoholding

herownchild.

Kamo:"IamworriedaboutKhona"



Thabisile:"Hewillbefine"

Ndalo:"Celiwepleasepassthebottle"

Shedoesasinstructed.

Ntokomalo:"isthisenough?"

Shereferstotheflour.Ishrugandwesharealight

laugh.

Me:"youcanaskMpande'smother"

Ntokomalo:"Ok"

Kamo:"thiswould'vebeenextraniceifyourwere

theseboyswives"

Ndalo:"Mmhyes"

Weshyedoff.

"Who'swives?"

Themenwalkinside.

"NiletheleuMaZumaitiye!(Bringsometeafor

MaZuma!)"

Theirgrandmothershouts.It'sthescaryoneI

presume.



Kamo:"ok"

Shegoestothekettle.

Ndalo:"yourwives"

Lunele:"don'tpressureusintothatcommitment"

Mpande:"Speakforyourself.YouhearLwande

howitwouldhavebeenwonderfulifyouweremy

wife?"

Irollmyeyes.

Me:"CanIhavemoreonionsplease"

Theylaugh,hestandsbehindme.

Mpande:"areyoudoubtingme?"

Hewhispers.

Me:"maybe.Youarenotreadyforthat"

Hechuckles.

Sihle:"thatrequirespatience."

Kamo:"nicewordsbaby"

Sihle:"momplease."



Celiwe:"excuseme"

Shewalkedoff.

Ntokomalo:"Iwillgoafterher"

Shesmiledandwalkedoff.

Ndalo:"Lunelekneadthedough"

Lunele:"that'sawoman'sjob"

Wealllookedathim.

Gugu:"excuseyou"

Ndalo:"Iwasabouttosaythesamething"

Kamo:"wow"

Lunele:"it'str...ue"

Ilefttheonions.

Me:"Mpandechoptheonions"

Ndalo:"Nhlanhla"

Hisfatherwalksinside.

Nhlanhla:"yes"

Ndalo:"wearenotcookinganymore.Youmendo



it"

Nhlanhla:"whatdidwedo?"

Kamo:"askyourson.Comeladies"

Sihle:"Iamnotincludedright?"

Kamo:"maketea"

Hesighedandweallwalkedoff.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

"Hey"

Iturnedaroundandshestoodnexttome.

Me:"hey"

Therewassilence.

Ntokomalo:"Iknowwehavenevertalkedbefore

butIamNtokomalo"



SheletoutherhandandIlookedatherbefore

shakingit.

Me:"Celiwe"

Ntokomalo:"Iknow"

Therewassilence.

Ntokomalo:"it'speaceful"

Me:"very"

Ntokomalo:"wanttotakeawalk?"

Me:"sure"

Wewalkedofftogether.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Webothgotinthecarandhelookedatme.

Me:"mmh?"

Zakhele:"Ican'tlooseyouSamke"



Me:"whatdidIdotoyou?"

Helookeddown.

Me:"exactly.Ijustwanttogo"

Hestartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Itooktheteatotheloungeandmygrandmother

thankedme.Iwalkedbackintothekitchenand

leanedbythefridgewhilewatchingLunele'shands

fullofflourandsoashisclothes.Mpandewas

wipingthefaketears.

Mpande:"thisshitisshit!"

Me:"yourbrothersbigmouth"

Ndu:"Whareyoustandingthere?"

Me:"Ihavedonemytask"

Ndu:"comeplukthechickenBafo"



Me:"didmyjob,youdoyours."

Lunele:"whatshouldIdoafter?"

Me:"letmeGoogle"

Itookoutmyphone.

Mpande:"YoushouldjustgoandaskGogo"

Me:"theywillsendmearound"

Lunele:"wehaveanotherhit"

Welookedathim.

Ndu:"place?"

Lunele:"Durban"

Mpande:"name?"

Lunele:"It'sZikheleorsomethingwithaZeeMtsali.

Theinfoisinthephone"

Iwenttohimandtookitoutofhispocket.

Me:"youcarryitaround?"

Lunele:"noonecanaccessit."

Me:"mmmh"



Lunele:"bringittomyeye"

Ididanditopened.Iscrolled.

Lunele:"Igotthehityesterday.

Me:"foundit,ZakheleMtsali.Heisinhis30's."

Ndu:"howmuch?"

Lunele:"Amillionforonebulletinthehead.It'shis

rivalwhoorderedthehitbutwehavetoobserve

himbeforewestrike"

Hekeepsonkneading.

Me:"IguessweareallgoingtomovetoDurbanfor

awhile"

Mpande:"yeah,butthegirls"

Ndu:"justsayit'savacation,simple.Theycan

comewith"

Me:"goodthen.Ican'tleaveGugualone"

Lunele:"youlikeher"

Iignoredhim.



.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NDALO★

Kamo:"Iwonderhowdoughmakingisgoing"

Welaugh.

Me:"Heneedstolearn."

Gugu:"canIholdhim?"

Inodandgiveherthebabyandshecraddlesinhed

arms.

Nhlanhlawalksinsidetheroomweareinandhe



signalsforme.

Me:"Iamcomingback"

Ifollowedafterhimwalkingoutside.

Me:"Rhadebe"

Nhlanhla:"SomethingiswrongwithKhona"

Me:"whydoyousaythat?"

Nhlanhla:"He...."

Hescratchedhishead.

Me:"Nhlanhlatalk"

Nhlanhla:"heishavingsometypeofseizure"

Me:"What?!Noweneedtotakehimtothehospital

"

Irushedpasthimandhefollowed,wegottothehut

andIlookedatIngathiandSiyandawhoareholding

himdownwhileheisshaking.

Me:"Getthecarkeys,wearetakinghimaway"

"Nooneisleaving"

Iturnedbackandit'sthisprophet.



Me:"thisismyson,heismyresponsibility.He

needsthehospital"

MaZuma:"IknowwhatIamdoing"

Isteppedclosertoher.

Me:"AsfarasIamconcernedyoudon't."

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Shesmiles.

MaZuma:"Youdoubtingfate?"

Me:"Iamdoubtingyou"

IturnedtoingathiandSiyanda.

Me:"Let'sgethimtothecar"

MaZuma:"theywon'tfindanythingbecausethere

isnothingwrongwithhim."

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedoff.

"Ndalo"

IstopmytracksandNhlanhlastandsinfrontofme.

Me:"don'ttryconvincingme.Nhlanhla"



Nhlanhla:"Ibelievesheknowswhatsheisdoing."

"Yes,IknowwhatIamdoing"

Welookather.

MaZuma:"it'shispreparationforhismother."

Shewalksoff.ThiswomanirritatesmeIwon'tlie.

Iwalkedoff.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Iwillneversaythingsaboutwomenagain.Thisis

hard.Sihlecametotastethedough.

Sihle:"Thesugar"

Mpande:"that'swhatGogosaidyoushouldadd"

Me:"Ayiayigetplasticsorwhateversowecanput

thisinthepot"

Ndu:"thechickenisboiling.Iamleaving"



"NakhulaBafanabam(youhavegrownmyboys)"

Ourgrandmother'senterthekitchen

MaK:"Ihopewedon'thavearunningtummy"

Me:"it'sdoughgogo"

Shecomesandtastes.

MaK:"thesugar.Butnotbad."

Mpande:"wecanputitin?"

MaK:"notyet.Youleaveittorisefirstbeforeyou

startcooking"

Me:"what?"

Shetakesthebasin.

MaK:"wewilltakecarefromhere."

Mpande:"youarethebest"

Iwenttowashmyhands.

Me:"Ineedtochange.WhereisNtokomalo?"

Ndu:"Iwillsearchforthem"

Inodded.



Me:"sure"

Iclosedthetapfromthesinkandwenttowipemy

hands.Ireallyneedtobath,thisisn'tit.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Wekeptonwalkingdownthedustyroadinsilence.

It'speacefulbetweenus.

Celiwe:"DoyouthinkIambad?"

WhywouldIthinkthat?Whywouldshethinkso?

Me:"Idon'tknowyouwelltosayyouarebadbut

youarewonderful"

Ismiledandshedidthesame.Shesighed.

Celiwe:"Ican'tlovemychild"

Ilookedather.

Me:"youhaveachild?"



Celiwe:"theoneMrsRhadebeisalwaysholding"

Me:"ohIdidn'tknow."

Wekeptonwalking.

Me:"whythough?"

Celiwe:"Helooksjustlikehisfather"

Me:"hebrokeyourheart?"

Shefiddleswithherfingers.

Celiwe:"herapedme"

Icouldseethepaininhereyes.Itremindsmeof

myselfaswell.

Me:"Iunderstand"

Celiwe:"Ifeelbad"

Me:"it'snotyourfault."

Celiwe:"hedidn'tdoanything,it'snothisfault"

Me:"Iknowbutyoucan'tforceyourself,taketime"

Shenodsandsmiles.

Celiwe:"youarenice"



Ilaughed.

Me:"Maybe"

Celiwe:"Iwishyouweremysister"

Me:"heywearesistersandbesidesyouhavegreat

sisters.IwishIhadone"

Celiwe:"wecanbeone"

Iopenedmyarmsandwesharedahug.

"Youguyscanwalk"

WebrokethehuganditwasMpendulojogging

towardsus.

Ndu:"youguysgood?"

Me:"yes"

Celiwe:"Ihavetogo"

Sherushedoff.

Ndu:"didIdosomething?"

Me:"No.letmegetbackaswell"

Ndu:"wecanwalktogether."



.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Iknockedonthedoorandacomeinwasshouted.I

openedthedoorandpeakedmyhead.

Mom:"areyoudone?"

Me:"yes,CanIborrowgugu,Ineedhelpwith

somethinginthekitchen"

Mom:"Sure"

Shelookedatme.Guguhandedthebabytomom

andcametowardsme.Iwalkedoutandshe

closedthedoor.

Gugu:"Youfloppedthechicken?"

Shegiggledlightly.

Me:"actuallyno,Iacedthetea"

Sheshookherhead.



Me:"Iwantustotalk"

Gugu:"afterthetask"

Iheldherarm.

Me:"Ijustwantedustotalk"

Shestops.

Gugu:"soundsserious"

Me:"tomeitis"

Gugu:"ok,wecangooutsidethen.It'smorequiet.

"

Me:"Iknowaplace"

WewalkedoutsidethehouseandwentbytheMillie

field.Isatdownandshejoinedmenexttome.

Gugu:"what'sup?"

Ilookedather.

Me:"Idon'tknowhowtosaythis"

Gugu:"(smiling)sayitSihle"

Me:"Ihavegrownonyou"



Gugu:"metoo"

Shesmiles.

Me:"IthinkIloveyou,NoIknowthatIdo.Iamnot

sayingthisbecauseofanyvendettaagainstyou.

It'snotaboutwantingtosleepwithyouoranything

Ijustgenuinelyloveyou.Youareanamazing

womanGugu.IknowyouaregrownthanmeBut

thatdoesn'tmattertome,Idon'tseethat.(smiling)

IjustseeGugulam"

Gugu:"Uhm....Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Ipulledhertome.

Me:"Iwanttobethereineverystepofyourlife

Gugu.Iknowyoujustlostyourkids,Iamnot

sayingIwantarelationshiprightaway,wewill

workinyourtimeandpace.Icanwaityearsfor

youtobementally,soulfullyandemotionallyokto

bringmeasabigchapterinyourlife.Iampatient"

Shewassilent.Iletherbe.

.

.



.

★LUNELE★

Idriedmybodyafterthebath.Itookmylotionand

wasabouttoapplyitwhenthedooropened.

Ntokomalowalkedinandlockedit.

Ntokomalo:"yourmothercould'vewalkedinand

sawthings"

Me:"likeyou"

Ntokomalo:"(smirking)Ihaveseenthosethings,

Wouldn'tbeasshocked."

Me:"sheusedtochangemynappy.Okthat

soundswrong"

Shegiggled.

Me:"makingdoughishard"

Ntokomalo:"practicemakesperfect"

Me:"comelotionme"



Shetookthelotionandsmearedinherhandsand

rubbedbeforesheranherhandsallovermybody.

Me:"Ntoko"

Ntokomalo:"mmmh?"

Me:"don'tyouwanttolookforyourfamily?Any

relatives"

Shestoppedandlookedatme.

Ntokomalo:"Iwouldn'tknowwheretostart"

Me:"theroot"

Sheshrugged.

Ntokomalo:"Ican'ttakewellinrejection"

Me:"Inoticed"

Shelookedatmeandshookherhead.

Ntokomalo:"it'sanemotionalstepIhavetobe

readyfor"

Me:"IjustneedtoknowwhenImakeamistake

whodoIreportto"

Ntokomalo:"Weneedtogrowupfirstbeforehaving



ahumanbroughtbyyou"

Me:"ahCotton"

Ntokomalo:"what?"

Me:"youaresoftlylikeit"

Ntokomalo:"mmmhclearlyawungazi(youdon't

knowme.)"

Me:"lotionmylegs"

Shelooksatmeandshesmearsthelotionand

goesdowntolotionmylegs.

Ntokomalo:"youarehairy"

Me:"Iknow"

Idropthetowelandsheswallows.

Me:"(smirking)what?"

Ntokomalo:"it'slookingatme"

Ichuckledandshegotup.

Me:"effectsofyourtouch."

Iholdherwaist.



Me:"YouarethefirststrangerIhaveeversaidI

love"

Ntokomalo:"(smirking)ohIfeelspecial"

Me:"youare"

Ikissherlips,Icouldfeelmybodyheatingup.She

breaksit.

Ntokomalo:"let'snotstartsomethingwewon't

finish"

Me:"wecanfinishit"

Ntokomalo:"holdyourselfLunele"

Me:"Ican't"

Sheshookherhead.Ipickedherupandlaidheron

thebedgettingontopofherbeforekissingherwhile

removingherdress.

Ntokomalo:"Luneletheelders."

Me:"wewillbequick"

Shegiggledandismirked.

Me:"right?"



Ntokomalo:"ifIdie.Iwillkillyou"

Me:"stopexaggerating"

Ipinchedhernipplessoftlyandsheclosedhereyes.

Ikissedherneckandwenttoherlipsoncemore.I

speratedherlegsandnavigatedmywaytoher

clitoris.MythumbencirculatedthereasIwentto

suckhernipples.

Ntokomalo:"mmmh"

Me:"shh"

Shenodded.

Me:"layonyourstomach"

Shedidthatpullingapillowsoshecouldlayher

head.Igotonherandrubbedmyprecumonmy

dickbeforeIenteredher.

Ntokomalo:"Goinslowly"

Me:"it'sabittighter"

Ntokomalo:"Iknow.Iamagoodgirl"

Ichuckledandshegiggled.



Me:"youare"

Ikissedherneckandpinnedherhandsdownand

kissedherneckasImovedinsideher,therewasa

knockonthedoor.Ntokomalobitherbottomlip

whileIthrusted.

"Luneleareyoudonebathing?!"

Ididn'tstop.IwhisperednearNtokomalo'sear.

Me:"shouldIstop?"

Sheshookherhead.

Ntokomalo:"itfeelsgood"

Me:"itdoes"

Ikissedherneck.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Iwhisperedsoftly.Myvoicewasgettinghusky.

Ntokomalo:"I..Iloveyoutoo"

Ithrusteddeeperandshegasped.

"Lunele!!"

Theknockkeptonbeingpersistent.



Me:"weshouldwrapupbeforeshebreaksthedoor.

"

Ntokomalo:"mmmh"

Hereyesclosed.Isloweddownandthrusted

slowly.Itfeltsweetthatmoment.

.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Ididn'tknowthisplace,itlookedforeignbutvery

peacefully.Thewatersoundswereheardandit

lookslikeagardenwithalotofcolourfulflowers.I

mademywaytowardsthisladywhowassittingon

apicnicblanket.Istoodbehindherassheplayed

withawhitelilly,twistingit.

Me:"Hi"

Sheturnedandlookedatme.Beautifulwithchubby



cheeks.Shestoodupfromtheblanketandwe

facedeachother.

Her:"hi"

ShesmiledandIreturnedthegesture.

Me:"whereamI?"

Ilookaroundandshedoesthesame.

Her:"it'sourimaginarybubble,thisishowitlooks

like"

Me:"imaginarybubble?"

Her:"Whatourlovewouldlooklike"

Ilookedather,sheturned.

Her:"It'snotgoingtobeassweet"

Sheturnedtome.

Her:"everymarriagehasitsupsanddownsbutnot

allwillbebad"

Iamstillconfused.

Me:"whoareyou?"

Her:"Siza,butcallmeSamke"



Iwasinawewhilelookingather.

Her:"findmeKhona.Youareclose"

Shetouchesherstomachandthengivesmea

flower.Itakeit.

Her:"yourjobwillleadyoutome."

Shestandsonhertoesandkissesmycheek.

Her:"bepatientwithmeandIwilldothesamewith

you,1Corinthians13:4Loveispatientandkind"

Me:"youaremywife?"

Shenodswhilesmiling.

Her:"youaremyhusband,Wearegodlybinded"

Me:"Isee"

Her:"don'tbefooledbytheoutside,thereare

brokenthingsinside"

Me:"Samke"

Shenods.

Me:"okIsee"

Her:"youwillseeonceyoumeetme.Goodluck"



Shelookedatmeandperkedmylipsbeforeshe

wenttositontheblanket.Iwasstaringtherelikea

fool.ilookedatthefloorandithaschangedtoa

whiterose.Iclosedmyeyes.

"Usakhonavukamanje(wakeupnow)"

IopenedmyeyesandMaZumasmiled.

MaZuma:"areyouok?"

Inodded.

MaZuma:"goodthen"

Ndalo:"ohIamsogladyouareok"

Shehugsme.IlookatThabisileandshewalksout

.

Dad:"wewereworried"

Ikeptquiet.IneedtofindSamke.

.

.

.

.



★ALWANDE★

Everyoneleftmealoneinthisroom.Thekidsare

asleeponthebedandIlookoverthem.

"Aprettysight"

IlookupandMpandewalksinsidetheroom.

Me:"youaredone?"

Mpande:"myhandssmelledlikeonionsforsome

time.Ihadtogetridofthesmell"

Ishookmyheadandhesatnexttome.

Mpande:"amIstillgood?"

Me:"sofaryouare"

Mpande:"IwantyoutostudyLwande"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"Idon'thavethemoney"

Mpande:"Iwilltakecareofthat"



Me:"Idon'twanttooweyouoranymanMpande"

Mpande:"wewillbetogetherforever"

Me:"youwatchtoomuchTV"

Mpande:"Iamprovingmyself"

Me:"until?"

Mpande:"Iwon'tstop.Iamsorryabouteverything

Lwande."Inodded.

Mpande:"nooneknowsmelikeyoudo"

Me:"Iamobservant"

Mpande:"very"

Hechuckles.

Me:"whatdoIlike?"

Mpande:"wellletmetellyouwhatIknow"

Hepulledmetohischest.

Mpande:"youareobsessedwithspicyfood

preferablyindianfoodthemost.YoulikeTalk

showsespeciallyonSABC1intheafternoon.You

alwaystherewatching.Youlikethingsorganized



andyoulikeme"

Igiggledatthelastpart.

Mpande:"isn'tthattrue?"

Ijustlookedathim.

Mpande:"iloveyoutoo.Imeanit"

Hebecameserious.Ilovehimtoo.

Mpande:"Ihaveasurpriseforyouinafewmonths

"

Me:"whatsurprise?"

Mpande:"it'sspecial.Hekissedmyforehead.

Mpande:"Idon'twanttomessthisonethistime"

Ilookedathim.Iwonderwhatitis..

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★



Helaidnexttomeaswebothbreathedout.That

wasn'tquickatall.Iamstillsurprisedthedooris

intact.Hechuckles.

Lunele:"damnyouknowhowtomakemescream"

Ilaughed.

Lunele:"youareamazing."

Me:"thankyou"

Ilaidmyheadonhischest.Ijustdon'tknowwhat

tomorrowholdsbetweenus,Ijustdon'twantus

hatingeachotheronedaybecauselordIam

attachedtothismannexttome.Iamscaredof

thatalone.

.

.

★GUGU★

Sincetheceremonygotdonewehadtoleave.I

couldn'tgetwhatSihlesaidtomeyesterday.he

loadedthebagsinhiscarandclosedthedoor.I



gotinsideandhedidaswell.

Sihle:"IamsorryifIscaredyou"

Me:"noyoudidn't"

Ismiled.

Sihleisagreatguyshame.,Wonderhowhe

doesn'thaveawomaninhislife.Alloftheseboys,

exceptLuneleandMpande.IrecentlyheardNdu

brokeupwithhisgirl.Shame.

Sihle:"icecream?"

Inodded.

Sihle:"IspoketomomaboutZinhleandsheagreed.

"

Me:"thankyou"

Henodded.Heopenedtheradio.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★THABISILE★

SiyandaloadedeverythinginthecarwhileIwentto

getmywaterbottleinthekitchen.Thiswoman

lookedatme.

Me:"what?"

MaZuma:"youdon'trememberme?"

Me:"whydoIhaveto?"

Iwantedtobeoutofherpresence.It'stoodraining

forme,Ifeelweaknexttoher.

MaZuma:"youhaveto,everythingiscatchingup"

Shemovedaround.

Me:"catchinguptowhat?"

MaZuma:"you,Iwarnedyou22yearsago"



Iswallowed.

Me:"Howmuchdoyouwant?"

MaZuma:"Iwantyouandyourhusbandtopayfor

whatyoudidtoSizaandAiza"

Iswallowed.

MaZuma:"Nobaddeedgoesunpunished"

Ihaveheardofthatbefore.

MaZuma:"Mmmh

Me:"wedidnothingwrong"

MaZuma:"youknowyourhusbandkilledAiza"

Me:"Hedidn'twoman!"

"What'sgoingonhere?"

Iheldmychest.IlookedatNhlanhlawhowas

frowningandItookmybottleandwalkedoff.

Nhlanhla:"Thabisile"

Me:"leavemealone.StayawayfromusWoman"

SheshakesherheadasIwalkout.IgettoSiyanda

andsob.



Siyanda:"Heywhat'swrong?"

Me:"Sheknows.SheknowsyoukilledAiza.That

whitedressedwomanknows"

Siyanda:"Let'sgo"

Helookedbehindmeandwegotinthecar.Ineed

tovisittheSangoma,oursecretscan'tcomeout

aftersomanyyearsofkeepingthem.Iwouldrather

diefighting.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Whatisgoingonhere?IlookedatMaZumaand

shelooksatme.

Me:"whatdidyousaytomysister?"

MaZuma:"Allbaddeedsdon'tgounpunished

Nhlanhla.AizaandSizaweredeartomyheart.I

wastellingher,hertruths"



Me:"aboutwhat?"

MaZuma:"Whyhaven'tyoufoundthekiller?"

Me:"Ithasbeenhard"

Sheshookherhead.

MaZuma:"yousisterisstoppingyoubecauseshe

knowswhokilledAiza"

"Whokilledmyfather?"

Weturned.

Ndu:"Whokilledmyfather?"

MaZuma:"YouknowwhattodoNhlanhla.That'sas

farasIcanhelpyou"

HowcouldThabisilekeepquietaboutthatallthese

years.

Me:"IneedtoseeNdalo"

Iwalkedoff.Iamconfusedandtryingtoanswer

questionsthathavenoanswerrightnow.Igetin

thebedroomandNdaloisfoldingthebabyblanket.

Ndalo:"what'swrong?"



Me:"Thabisileknowsthekiller,Aiza'smurderer."

Ndalo:"what?"

Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"weneedto...."

Isatonthebedasshewenttoopenthedoor.

Ndalo:"Mpendulo."

Ndu:"isdadinhere?"

NdalolethiminandIlookedathim.

Ndu:"Dad"

Me:"Idon'tknow.IwilltellyouonceIknow"

Henodded.

Ndu:"travelsafelythen"

Ndalo:"youtoo.Visitme"

Ndu:"Iwill."

Theyshareahugbeforehewalksout.

Ndalo:"Letsgohomesowecouldthinkproperly."

Inodded.Shetookthesmallbabyinherhands.



Me:"Don'tyouwantababy?"

Ndalo:"WeareoldNhlanhla.Wecan'thaveoneand

besides.Iwantyoutomyselfnow"

Ichuckled.

Me:"okthen"

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Khona:"LuneleistakingustoGatewaymallbefore

weheadhomeNtoko"

Lunele:"whendidIsaythat?"

Khona:"inmydreamyoudid.Theysaydreamsdo

cometrue"

Ilaughedshakingmyhead.Hetappedmyshoulder

andIlookedbacktohimandlaughed.

Lunele:"Andwhowillbepayingforthistrip?"



Khona:"Theonewhoisolderthanus"

Lunele:"Soit'sbasicallyme?"

Khona:"weneedtobepampered.Nduisnotstingy

"

Ilaughed.

Lunele:"UsakhonaIamnotyourman"

Hesaidlookingathimthroughthereviewmirror

beforefocusingontheroad.

Khona:"youaremybrother"

Ishookmyheadwhilehehuffed.

Khona:"Momwascomplainingyesterdayabout

you"

Welookedateachother.

Lunele:"shealwaysdoes"

Khona:"mmmh,ngithiMmmmh"

OhmyGodwhat'supwithhim?

Khona:"soGateway?"

Lunele:"Idon'thaveachoice"



Khona:"youdidhaveachoiceit'sjustthatyou

haveagoodheart"

Ilaughed.

Lunele:"soyouagreewithhim"

Me:"Heisaspecialcase"

Khona:"thankyoufortheValueMalo.Lunelewill

buyyousomethingnice."

Lunele:"withyourmoney"

Khona:"weshallsee"

Therewassilenceinthecar.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

Mom:"Pleasedovisitme,Iamalwaysalonein

thathouse"

Me:"butyouhavedadandnowthebaby"



Mom:"Iamtalkingtotheladies"

Ishookmyhead.

Lwande:"wewillvisit"

Mom:"Goodthen,comeandhugme"

ShehugsAlwandeandthengoestoCeliweandshe

hugsher.

Mom:"Iwilltakecareofhim,don'tworry"

Shenodded.

Me:"weshouldleave,wehavealongwayahead."

Theynoddedandwesaidgoodbyetothe

grandmothersandmomescourtedusout.Iopened

thedoorforAlwandeandIlookedather.

Me:"youlookbeautiful"

Sheblushed.

Alwande:"thankyou,notbadreally.Youaretrying

"

ShegotinandIclosedthedoorandwenttomy

sideandgotinside.Istartedthecarandmom



wavedbeforeIreversedout.

Celiwe:"canwestop?"

Istopped.

Celiwe:"I...Iwanttotakehim"

WelookatherwithAlwandethenateachother.

Alwande:"Areyousure?"

Shehesitatedatfirstandthenshenodded.

Celiwe:"heisinnocent.Iwilleventuallylovehim."

IturnedtothefrontandthenlookedatAlwande,I

turnedtheignitionoffandIgotout,momhada

frownonherface.

Mom:"What'swrong?"

Me:"Shewantsherson"

Shesmiled.

Mom:"tellhertocome.Shewilllivewithus."

Me:"Idon'tknowifshewillagreetothat"

Isayhesitantabouttheidea.



Mom:"sheneedstherapyandamother'sloveand

guidance.Willyougiveherthat?No,tellherto

come"

Ihuffedandwentbacktothecar,everyoneknows

nottoarguewithBuhlebendalo.Iopenedthedoor

andAlwandelookedatmeandIlookedatCeliwe.

Me:"youaregonnalivewithmyparents"

Alwande:"what!?"

CeliwegotoffthecarandAlwandeturned.

Alwande:"Celiwe!"

SheclosedthedoorandAlwandeunbuckledand

openedthedoor.

Me:"myparentswon'tdoanythingtoher"

Shebreathesout.

Alwande:"wehaveneverlivedapart"

Me:"Ipromisethatwhensheisdonewiththisyear

shecanmoveback"

Shesighedandnoddedslowly.Imovedandclosed

thedoor.Iwenttoopenthetrunkandshetookout



herbagandIclosedit.

Me:"goodluck"

Shelookedatmethenmom.

Me:"theyarenotthatbad"

Sheswallowedandnodded.Ihuggedher.

Me:"begood"

Celiwe:"IwillbeBhutithankyou"

Ibrokethehugandshewalkedofftomomwho

embracedher.

Mom:"come"

TheywalkedinsidethehouseasIwatchedthem

andIwentbackinsidethecarbeforedrivingoff.

.

.

.

★THABISILE★



Siyandahasbeentoosilentformylikingsincewe

left.Iputmyhandonhisthighandhelookedatme.

Me:"whatareyouthinkingabout?"

Hebiteshisbottomlip.

Siyanda:"Idon'tknow.IwillacceptanythingI

guess"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"No!Thissecretshouldn'tcomeout,Nowe

havekeptitforyoursandit'sforthepastSiyanda!"

Siyanda:"whatdoyouwantmetodo?Killtheold

womantoo?!"

Heshoutsbackfrustrated.

Me:"yes!"

Siyanda:"wecan'tjustgokillingeveryone.Idon't

knowwhatgotintomewhenIkilledAiza,Iwould

just...YesIloveSizabuttokillAizajustdoesn't

makesensetomeevennow.IfeellikeIwas

possessedorsomething"

Hesaysfrustrated.Hesaidhelovesher.



Me:"youstillloveher?"

Heissilent.Ilookathim.

Me:"IamtalktoyouSiyanda!"

Siyanda:"Let'sleavethatThabisile"

Tearsstreameddownmyeyes.

Me:"22...22yearsinthismarriageandyoustilllove

her!?"

Siyanda:"youalwaysknewmyheartdidn'tholda

placeforoneperson"

Me:"(softly)Siyanda"

Siyanda:"I'msorry"

Me:"youlikehurtingme.Sheisdeadfor

goodnesssake!Moveon!"

Ihitthedashboard.

Siyanda:"calmdown"

IcriedandhetriedtotouchmebutImoved.

Me:"don'ttouchme,don't!"

Hewentsilent,Isniffed.Why?Whydoeshestill



lovehersomuch.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

WearrivedatGatewaymallandKhonasaidwe

shouldgotoCircuscircus,Wewentthereand

settledforfood.Ihaveneverreallywentoutthis

muchinmylifeandtothesekindofplacesaswell.

IlookaroundandthenmyeyesmeetLunele'swho

winksatmewhileKhonaisonhisphone.Lunele

mouthsan"Iloveyou"andIblushthenKhona

looksup.



Khona:"wayumoyimoyiNtombiYindaba(Whyare

youmissblushyblush,what'swrong?)"

Me:"nothing"

Khona:"Iseethoseeyes"

Me:"whateyes?"

Khona:"youwantme"

Lunele:"Yeyi,Iwillbreakyourneck"

Helaughed.

Khona:"Iamkidding.Youcan'ttakeajoke,Malo

youarenotdoingagoodjobinreleasingtension"

Me:"canweeat?"

Khona:"Wecaneatafter....."

Hestopstalkingandlooksbehindme.

Me:"Khona"

Heisstillsilent,likeheisstaringatsomething.I

turnaroundandIjustseepeopleenjoyingtheirtime

together.

Khona:"Iwillbeback"



Hestoodupandwalkedoff,IlookedatLuneleand

heheldmyhandsandkissedthem.

Lunele:"don'tworryabouthim"

Me:"heisyourbrother"

Lunele:"astupidone,afterMpande"

Me:"hayi,don'tsaythat"

Heshruggedandlookedatthemenu.

Lunele:"sowhatwillyouhave?"

Ishrugged.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Me:"Voicemail,heisprobablyinameeting"

Isayputtingmyphonedown.Ismileandlookat

heranshedoesthesame.



Buyi:"Ihaven'tseenyouinforever,Zakhelemust

beholdingyoudown"

Ihaven'tseenherintwoyears.Wehavebeen

friendssincevarsityanddoingeverythingtogether

untilIdroppedoutandwestarteddriftingabit.

Me:"wearebusy"

Hesureiswithhisfootonmychestandneck,she

takesasipoffherjuice.

Buyi:"so,whenareyouguysgettingmarried?"

Me:"Wearestillplanningbuthesaidinamonthor

twobeforeIstartshowing"

Buyi:"youareexpecting?"

Inodwithafakesmile.

Buyi:"congratulations,Imean.Wowlookatyou"

Ismiled.

Buyi:"youareluckytohaveamanwhoworships

thegroundyouwalkon"

Isipmywater.Iwishtofindonelikethat.



Me:"Ineedthebathroom,Iampressed"

Buyi:"surethingfriend"

IstandupandIwalkedoff.Ibumpedinto

someone.

Me:"oh,sorryaboutthat"

Ilookedathimandhejustlookedatme,IfeellikeI

knowhisfaceyetIhaven'tseenitbefore.

Me:"uhm...CanIpass?"

Him:"Samke"

Howdoesheknowmyname?

Me:"uhmyes"

Heheldmywaistandpulledmetohim.Peopleare

staring.Iputmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"Pleasestop.Iamengaged."

Helookedatmyeyes.

Him:"Usakhonaisthename,Khonaforshort.

Rememberit."

Heletsgoofmeandwalksoff,Ifeelmyknees



gettingweakandhisscentissogood.Ilooked

aroundandpeoplearebacktoeatingandIrushed

offtothebathroomandIgot.Inandsatdown

breathingout.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

Sihle,Ican'tgethimoutofmymind,hiswordsstill

ringinmyheadacoupleoftimes.Iwatchhim

comingtowardsthecarwiththeicecreamhe

promisedandabitofsomethingelse.Hegoes

aroundthecarandheopensthedoorandgets

insidebeforehandingtheicecreamtomeandI

thankhim.It'sgummywormsandIthankhimas

hecloseshisdoor.Helooksaroundforsomething

andIjustlookathim.Heishandsomebutyoung,

probablyayearortwofrommeifnot3.WhyamI

thinkingofhimassuch.



Sihle:"Gugu"

Isnapoutofmythoughts.

Me:"Mmmh?"

Sihle:"didyouhearwhatIsaid?"

Me:"uhm,pleaserepeatagain"

Ilookathim.

Sihle:"IsaidIloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

"Gugu"

Isnappedoutofmythoughtsoncemore.

Sihle:"Areyouok?"

Me:"uhm,yesyesIam"

Sihle:"Iaskedifyouhaveseenmykeys"

Ishakemyheadsnappingoutofthoughts.

Me:"theyarehere"

Igavethemtohim.

Sihle:"thankyou"



Me:"Ididn'tsayanythingright?"

Sihle:"no"

OhgoodforasecondIthoughthesaidhelovesme

andIlovehimtoo,thatwasjustsomethingelse.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

IdecidedthatIwillstayinDurbanandstartthejob

already,itisn'tatoughtaskjustneedpatienceand

observingthingsaroundaswell,meaningIam

leavingwithAuntyNdaloandUncleNhlanhla.We

haveleftandareattheirhousealready.Theyhave

disappearedsomewhereupstairsandsaidlateron

theyaregoingtosomedinner,soIwillbehome

alonewithMpande'ssisterinlawandthebabyas

well.Iamnotgoodwithbabiessowewilljustsee.

IhopeDadfindsthepersonwhokilledmybiological

father,Idon'tevenwanttothinkaboutwhatIwill



dotothatperson.

Ndalo:"Ndundu"

Shejogsdownthestairs.

Me:"motherTeresa"

Ichangethechannelandsheroughlyremovesmy

legsfromherglasscoffeetable.

Ndalo:"that'sexpensive.Myhusbandimportedit

allthewayfromGreeceandit'sa1845stainglass

madetableandcostedmorethanyourdad's

netsworthmyboy"

Me:"hewillbuyyouanotherone"

Ndalo:"Iwillbreakyou"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Shesatnexttome.

Ndalo:"Iheardyoubrokeupwithyourgirlfriend"

Me:"yeah"

Ndalo:"mmmh.It'sfine.Iwasjustasking"

Ilookedatherandshesmiled.



"CanIaskwherecanIfindthekitchen,Ineed

somewater"

Ndalo:"righttheremydarling"

Ilookedupandshewalkedoff.

Ndalo:"mmmhshelooksnice"

Shenudgesme.

Me:"(frown)who?"

Shewhisperscloser.

Ndalo:"Celiwe"

Shesays.

Me:"sheiswaytooyoung,Idon'tdoteenagers."

Isay.

Ndalo:"youshoulddothisone,Sheisnice"

Me:"nothankyou"

Ichangedthechannel

Ndalo:"mmh,Iamtellingyou,shecouldbegood

foryou"



Me:"yourhusbandIscallingyouaunty,thebabyis

crying"

Shestoodup.

Ndalo:"Ndu,Ndumyboy"

Shewalkedofftothekitchen.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

IwalkedinsidethekitchenandCeliwewasdrinking

waterwhileinthoughts.Ilookedatherbefore

leaningonthekitchencounter.

Me:"Celiwe"

Shejumpedoutoffright.

Celiwe:"MrsRhadebe"

Me:"callmemah"

Sheswallowed.



Celiwe:"Uhmmah"

Me:"IneedyouandMpendulotogototheshops

forme"

Celiwe:"Idon'tknowany"

Me:"don'tworry.Youareassisting."

Shenoddedslowly.Iamgonnamixmatchthese

kids,theydon'tknowme.

Me:"Ndu!Ndu!"

Ishoutoutforhim.

Ndu:"aunty!"

Me:"wozalah,akumelengikumemezengimdala(I

amnotsupposedtoshoutforyouwhenIamold)"

Ihearhimcomeinandhestandsnexttome.

Ndu:"yes"

Me:"IneedyouwithCeliwetogotoThiscake

store,Iamcravingthesetypeofcakes"

Itakemyphoneandsearchcakestoresin

Pietermaritzburgandtheypopup.



Me:"Miguel'sBakery."

Ndu:"whereisit?"

Me:"Pietermaritzburg"

Ndu:"ahmah,yourhusbandcangetitdelivered"

Me:"shouldIcallhimonyou?"

Iraisedmybrow.Celiwewasverysilent.

Ndu:"sure"

Hedidn'tseempleased.

Me:"yes,Theymusthavechocolatebutanyother

flavourtheyhave"

Ndu:"howmany?"

Me:"3andsomecupcakes,Iwillorderthoseso

long"

Idailmyphone.

Me:"go"

TheybothwalkedoutandIsmiled.

"Youaretoooldforthisgame"



Iturnedashewalkedinfromthegarage.Iwentto

himandheheldmywaistandperksmylips.

Me:"Iamjusthavingabitoffun"

Nhlanhla:"itwon'tbefunwhenheimpregnantsher

"

Me:"hewon't.CalmdownMthimkhulu"

Ikisshislips.

Me:"letmeorganiseababysitter."

Nhlanhla:"mmmh,wheredidyoucomefrom?"

Iblush.

Me:"somewhere"

Nhlanhla:"Iloveyou,Deathwilldousapart"

Me:"deathwilldousapart."

Wesharedakiss.

.

.

.



★KHONA★

Ilookedathertillsheleft.Icouldn'teat,She

lookedjustlikeinthatdreambutbeautifuland

chubbier,sheisstillbeautiful.

"Ndoda"Ilookedathim.

Lunele:"wewanttogotoanotherstore"

Me:"Iwillhavethisasatakeaway"

Lunele:"areyouok?"

Me:"yesIam."

Henods.

Lunele:"shocaseke"

Hecalleduponsomeonetocomeandmakemy

foodatakeout.Ineededtoseeheragainverysoon.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★



It'ssilentinsidethecar,Iheardtheyareleavingfor

somedinnerbutwhataboutthebaby?Willthey

leavewithhimaswell.Theridehasbeensilent

sinceweleft.

"Whatgradeareyouin?"

Ilookathim.

Me:"abiggrade"

Hechuckles

Ndu:"wow,ok"

Me:"it'sgonnabealongdrive"

Ndu:"surelybutnotbad.Just45minutestops,an

hourifyouareslow"

Inodded.

Me:"thisismyfirsttimebeinginKzn"

Helooksatme.

Ndu:"it's13h00.Wewillreachthecityatabout

14h00.WewillexplorePietermaritzburgabitdon't



youthink?"

Hesmirked.

Me:"ifitwon'tdisturbus."

Ndu:"itwon't"

Inodded.

.

.

.
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★LUNELE★

Ntokomalo:"iseverythingokwithKhona?"

SheaskedandIwrappedmyarmaroundherwaist.



Me:"hewillbefine,don'tworry"

Shenodded.Iturnedandlookedbehindusandhe

wasinthoughts.

Me:"Usakhona!"

Helookedatme.

Me:"somethingwrong?"

Khona:"Ihavetogosomewhere.Iwillseeyou

guysbackhome"

Hewentoffjogging.Ntokomalolookedathim

Ntokomalo:"goafterhim"

Me:"hecantakecareofhimself"

ShegavemealookandIperkedherlips.

Me:"let'sgotothebathrooms"

Ntokomalo:"and?"

Lunele:"come.Youwillloveit"

Itookherhandasshelookedatme.Ismirked

Ntokomalo:"thatsmugsayssomethingthatIwon't

like"



Me:"youaregonnaloveit."

ShelookedatmeasIpulledherclosetomeand

kissedherlips,beforebreakingthekiss.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

IdroppedBuyiatherflat,shehasmovedoutfrom

hercommuneandlivesinaflatnowbutwitha

roommate,thelunchwasneededaroundthe

peopleIknew,MyphoneringsasIamdrivingandI

takeitoutanditgetsansweredthroughbluetooth.

It'sZakhele,Iknow.Ihavebeencallinghimthe

wholeday

Me:"Zakhele"

"Itsme,Usakhona"

Itrytorememberthename.

Me:"Khona,uhmhowdidyougetmynumber?"



Hechuckled.

Khona:"it'sformetoknowandforyoutonever

findout"

Me:"that'smyprivacy,Ineedtoknow"

Khona:"meetmeatMusgrave"

Me:"Iamnotmeetingyou"

Khona:"Iamtellingyou"

Me:"areyoucontrollingme?"

Khona:"sometimeswomenneedtobebentabit"

Me:"Mmmh,Don'tbelate."

Khona:"alreadythere"

IhungupandmyphonerNbagain.Iansweredit.

Me:"hello"

Zakhele:"Isawyourmissedcall,sorrybabyIwas

inameeting"

Me:"itwaslongboh"

Somethinginsideofmesaysheislying.



Zakhele:"howwaslunch?"

Me:"it'swasgood.Justoutbrowsingthemall"

Zakhele:"ok,buysomethingforme.Redandlady

"

Irolledmyeyes.

Me:"Iwill"

Zakhele:"IloveyouSamkelisiwe"

Me:"metoo,bye."

Hechuckledbeforehangingup.Ibreathedout,I

amabouttomeetthismanIhaveonlyseentoday.

Whatifhekidnapsmeandkillsme?Hecalledme

toapublicplacesoIdon'tthinkso.Igotto

Musgraveandparkedthencalledthelastnumber

beforeZakhele.IamriskingZakheleseeingmebut

Iknowhewillknow.HealwaysknowsthethingsI

dosometimes,Iamevenscaredofbeinghere.

Khona:"Whereareyou?"

Me:"Theparkinglot,inmycar"

Khona:"whichone?"



Me:"It'sthewhiteTiguan"

Khona:"Iamcoming"

HehungupandIbreathedout,afewminuteslatera

knockwasonmywindowandIrolleditdownand

helookedatme.Heissohandsome,Iwon'tlie

aboutthat.Heiscoloured,expectedbutstillheis.

Khona:"UnjaniSamkeliswe?(Howareyou

Samkeliswe?)"

Me:"howdoyouknowmyfullname?"

HisZuluistoorawanddeep.

Khona:"youvisitmeatnight"

Me:"getinbeforepeopleseeus"

Khona:"shift,Iamdriving"

Me:"noway,thisismycar?"

Khona:"singakhulumikaningiSamkelisiwe(let's

notargueaboutthis)"

Me:"orwhat?"

Hesmirked.



Khona:"youdon'twanttobepunishednowdoyou?

"

Me:"Soyouaregonnahitmeforrefusing?"

Khona:"(frowning)Iwouldneverhitawoman,no.

Youbendherwithyourgun"

HelookeddownandIpeakedmyheadoutandI

lookedathiscrotch.Iswallowedandthenmovedto

thepassagessideandhegotin.Hesmirked

Khona:"scaredofhim?"

Me:"let'sstoptalkingaboutyourdick"

Hestartedthecar.ThisishowIwillgettraffickedI

knowandiamtoocalmformyliking.

Khona:"ok,YouaremorebeautifulthanI

anticipated"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"howdoyouknowme?"

Hetookmylefthandandremovedtheringand

threwitoutofthewindow.

Me:"heythatcostedmyfianceR10000,you



wouldn'taffordtoreplace"

Khona:"myringistheonlyonementtobeonthat

fingerandworthmillions.That'sapromise"

HelookedatmeandIswallow.

Khona:"doeshehityou?"

Me:"who?"

Iknowwhoheistalkingabout.

Khona:"Lomfanyanaongibambelewena?(That

smallboythatisholdingyouforme)"

Me:"no"

Ilookedaway.Heheldmyfaceandfacedithis

directionbeforetouchingeverywhere.

Me:"whatareyoudoing?"

Khona:"searchingforwipes"

Igotthemoutofmybagandhetookthemand

openedthem,lookslikeweareheadedtoAdams

mission.Hepulledouttwoandhesmudgedonme

face.



Me:"heystop!"

Heheldmyfaceandwipedmymakeup.

Me:"youaregonnacauseanaccident"

Khona:"Ilockedthesteeringwheel,Come"

Hepulledmyfaceandwipedittillhewasdoneand

Ilookedatthemirror.

Me:"myfaceisclearsee?"

Khona:"wipethatneck"

Me:"no"

Khona:"yekainkani(stopbeing

stubborn)Samkelisiweandwipeit"

Hisvoicehadauthority.Hedidn'tshout,nohis

voicewasfinejustabitfirm.Istartedwipingand

helookedatmethenturnedtotheroad.Ifinished

upandouteverythingaway.

Khona:"whyisyourneckpurple?"

Ikeptquiet.

Khona:"ngiyakhuluma(Iamtalking)"



Iswallow.

Me:"someeffect,pregnancymaybe"

Helookedatme.

Khona:"IamnotfoolSamke,whoisyourfinance

?"

Me:"ZakheleMtsali"

Thecarstoppedandheseemedtocollecthimself

andhedrives.

Me:"what?"

Khona:"nothing"

Me:"youknowmyfiance?"

Khona:"Ihavejustheardofthename.Idon'tcare

youaremywife"

Hebana

Me:"Yourwifeforwho?"

Helooksatme.

Khona:"justwaitandsee"

HetakesmyhandandkissesitandIfeelbubblesin



mystomach.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Wearrivedatourdestinationandgoingaroundthe

Cityandwenttoastoreandheboughtswimwear

becausehefoundawaterparkcalledMountain

Viewandhesaidweshallstartinsomewhereelse

firstwherewewouldgohoarsebackridingandalso

seetheanimals.Hemustknowthisplaceverywell.

Westartedthereandyesthehorseswerethereand

itwasbetterafterIhavechangedtotheknew

boughtleggingsandthevesttofeelmore

comfortablethanthedressIwaswearing.Theyget

meinthehoarseandit'smyfirsttimedoing

somethinglikethisandit'squietscary.Heseems

likeanatural,Iamsuretheyboughthimapony

onceuponatime.Iamsure,theladykeptonbeing

bymysideandgetmadethingseasy.Wethen



embarkedthelittlesafarijourneytoseetheanimals

.

Ndu:"areyoustillenjoying?"

Inodded.

Me:"yes,thankyou"

Ndu:"youknowmomistryingtosetusup"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"setwhoandwhoup?"

Ndu:"meandyou?"

Apersonlikehimcouldneverdatesomeonelikeme

,theyareformysisters,Iammoreofasingle

brokenmothertype.

Me:"Oh"

Isettledforthat.Ididn'tknowhowtoreply.

Ndu:"Ohisyouranswer?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosay"

Ndu:"mmmh"

IsawthegiraffeandIpeakedoutabitand



retrenchedwhenitcamemyway.Itwasstickingit's

headtowardsmeandIscreamed.Nduchuckled

andpulledmeclosertohim.

Me:"It'sgonnaeatme"

Ndu:"it'savegetarian,howwilliteatyou"

Me:"Vegansgiveuptheirdiets"

Helaughs.

Ndu:"Justsayyouwantedmetoholdyou"

Me:"ewwuno"

Hegentlyheldmywaistandhiswarmbreathwas

hittingmyneck.

Ndu:"howdoesthatfeel?"

Hesaidsoftly.Itsentshiversdownmyspinefor

noreason.

Me:"Stopholdingme."

Ndj:"Iwon'thurtyou"

Ipushedhim.

Me:"hesaidtheverysamethingsostopit!Hehurt



mewhenIdidn'twanthimtotouchme!"

Igotoffthevanandhedidtoo.Tearsweldedmy

eyesandhecamemyway.

Ndu:"youarenotsupposedtogetout."

Me:"Idon'tcare"

Ndu:"lionswilleatyou"

Me:"lions?"

Irushedbackinandhelaughed.

Me:"drivetherearelions"

Isaidtothedriver,Ndugotin.

Ndu:"youareacoward"

Me:"mxm"

HetouchedmeandIgavehimadeathstare.

Ndu:"Iamnothim.Iwon'thurtyou"

Me:"please"

Thegiraffepeakedintheoncemoreandtherewas

asecondone.OhmyGodit'stongue,it'sgonna

swallowme.



Me:"Ah,canwego?"

Ndupulledmetohim.

Ndu:"don'tworry,theywon'teatyou"

Irolledmyeyes.Wefinallyleftasperrequested.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iamsurethecamerasarehereifnotthenthat'sa

bitofareliefbutIamholdingmybreathwhilebiting

mybottomlipwithmyhandswrappedaroundhis

neckandmylegs,heldmyhisarmsforsupportas

hishandsarebalancingwiththewall,Itscoldbut

turnedwarmjustafewminutesago.Whenhesaid

let'sgotothebathroomIdidn'tknowhewas

mentioningthis,Iamsurepeoplecominginand

outarewonderingwhat'sgoingonorhavefigured

outthattherearetwopeoplehavingsexinthat

toilet.



Me:"Lunele"

Iwhispersoftlylikeitwasclosetonothing.I

couldn'tscreamnormoanbuttakeinallthis

pleasureheisgivingtomeasheisthrusting.I

shouldbepregnantbynow,hekissesmylipsandI

returnitaswellandheisthrustingdeeper,Our

rythmsinsynchronyatthemoment.Mylegsare

shakinginholdandhegroanssoftlyandIfeelhis

warmsemenshotinsideme,Hestillkissesmeand

Iamreturningittohimandhesqueezesmybutt

beforehestops.

Me:"youarebad"

Iwhisperandhesmirkedthenkissedmyforehead.

Lunele:"thisshouldgetyoupregnantenough"

Me:"No,Haibo"

Hesmiled.

Lunele:"(whisper)Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Westayedlikethatforalittlewhilebeforehepulled

out.Iwonderhowwewillgetoutthistime.



.

.

.

★GUGU★

WeFinallygothome,WellIcouldsayhomebutat

Sihle'splace.Weorderedsometakeoutonthe

waybecausewewerebothtired.Iwenttomyroom

andIgotonthebed.ImissZinhlesomuch,Iwas

startingtolovethatchildsomuch.Iturntheother

wayandIclosemyeyesandtriedtosleep.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Iopenedthedoortoherroom.Iknowwhatshe



saidbutshedoesn'tknowIheardher,Sheloveme

too,mmmhIwonderwhatwasonhermindaswell.

IjustwatchedherfacingtheotherwaybutIthink

shefeltmypresencebecausesheturnedtolookat

meandIsmiledabitandwalkedinsidetheroom

andgotonthebed.

Me:"Ithoughtyouweresleeping"

Gugu:"youstaredisturbedme"

Me:"Iamsorrythen"

Gugu:"canyouholdme?"

Itookoffmyshoesandgotinbed.

Me:"Sure"

Ipulledhertolayonmychest.

Me:"soyouloveme?"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"yousaidit"

Gugu:"uhm,itslipped"

Me:"IamapatientmanGugu,Iwasjustasking"



Shebreathesout.

Gugu:"whatifinalongrunyoufeellikeIamnotit

andIamintoodeep."

Me:"itwon'thappen"

Gugu:"howdoyouknow?"

Me:"Iknow.Youneedtotrustme"

Gugu:"Ido,Ijustdon'ttrustmyheart"

Me:"trustittoo"

Iperkedherlips.

Me:"So,weareabitoffical?"

Gugu:".Abit"

Ichuckledandshejoinedin.

Me:"Icantakethat"

Gugu:"thankyouforunderstandingandtryingtobe

patient"

Me:"it'seasyformewithyou"

Shenodded.Ibrushedherback.



.

.

.

★SIPHEPHELO★

It'sbeensolong,somuchhashappenedthatI

can'tevensay.Sakhile,mylovingboyfriend.My

boyfriendofyearsnow,Notlonglikeprobably2-3

yearsnow,ItsStillwonderful.WellIwillhaveto

waitandseebecauseIamsittingonthetoiletseat

andbittingmynailsasIlookatthepregnancytest.

Itcamebackpositive.Mymotherandfatherare

goingtoflip.!mostlymyfather,mymotherwillbe

moregentle.Mybrothers,Lunelewon'tletthis

slideeasilyIknowandthat'swhatIfear.Istandup

andiwalkouttothebedroomandheislayingon

mybedshirtless.Iadmirehimabitbeforehesits

upandlooksatme.Igavehimthestickandhe

looksatitbeforehelooksatme.Ibreakdownand

heputsitasideandpullsmeclosertohim.

Sakhile:"don'tcry"



Me:"Iamscared."

Sakhile:"IamhereandIamnotgoinganywhere"

Isniffed.

Sakhile:"ok?,

Inodded

Me:"ok"

Sakhile:"nowgivemeakiss"

IgiggledandIkissedhim.

Sakhile:"IloveyouSiphephelosam"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ilaidmyheadonhischest"

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Wecouldn'tgotothewaterparkafterbecauseit



wasgettinglateandalreadyMrsRhadebeis

checkingifwewerestillok,wewenttobuywhat

sheneededandsomemoresweettreatsforthe

road.Hepaidandwegotinthecarandhedrove

offintothefreewaybackhome.Iatethefresh

creamedlongdonought.Mmmhtheytastesogood.

Ndu:"weneedthisshopinDurban"

Me:"definitely"

Inodded.

Me:"whatamIspeaking?"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"youhavesomecreamhere"

Me:"where?"

Hetouchedmycheekandremovedit.

Me:"ohthanks"

Helookedatme.

Me:"mmmh?"

Ilookathim.



Ndu:"sotellmewhathappened"

Istoppedeating.

Me:"with?"

Ndu:"thepersonwhohurtyou"

Me:"Itssensitive"

Ndu:"Icandealwithsensitivematters"

Me:"herapedme"

Hewassilent.Ilookedoutthewindow.Probably

seesthisgirlheissorryfor.

Ndu:"whathisname?"

Me:"yourbrotherssortedthatout"

Ndu:"andididn'tknow?"

Ilookedathim.

Me:"youweresupposedtoknow?"

Ndu:"no,wejusttelleachothereverything.They

didwellthough.It'sbestwhenitcomesfromthe

personthanspreadingit"

Inodded.



Me:"Isee"

Ndu:"IamnottryingtooffendyouoranythingifI

am"

Me:"younot'

Ndu:"IamsorryifIsaidanythingwrong"

Me:"Doyoushutup?"

Ndu:"onlywhenIkissyou"

Irolledmyeyesandhechuckled.

Ndu:"Iamjoking"

Me:"seriously"

Ndu:"Idoshutupifthat'swhatyouaresaying"

Me:"youtalktoomuch"

Ndu:"Thisisonlyjustthebegining"

OhJesuswhenarewereachingDurbanagain?

.

.

.
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★SAMKE★

IholdontotheshowerwallsandIbreatheout.I

feelhishandsallovermeandhekissesmyneck,it

doesn'thaveaneffectonmeinsteaditjustsickens

memorethanIamalreadyfeeling.

Zakhele:"Ihavemissedyou,Wedding

preparations?"

Me:"yes"

Zakhele:"wouldyouliketovisitmetoday?"

Me:"Ican't,I...Iamgoingforcaketasting"

Zakhele:"ok"

Hekissesmyneck,webathtogetherandweboth



getout,hegetsdressedandIlookathim.Igetinto

tracksuitsandwebothwalkdownthestairs,The

matterabouthissidechickhasn'tbeensolved.She

isnotdeterminedtoleavehimafterallthethreats

hismotherhasthrown.Thisisdifficult,very

difficultandit'sinflictingstressonme.Wesat

downandhadbreakfastinsilencebeforeherushed

off.Istaredathischairforawhilebeforestanding

upandgoingoff.MyphoneringsandItakeitout

andanswerit.

Me:"Hello"

Khona:"IaminDurban"

Hedidsaylastweekthathiscomingbacksoon.I

didn'tthinkitwasthissoon.Idon'tknow.Ilikehim,

Thewayhejusthasauthorityovermeandalso

becomesachilledjokesterwithme.Heiscalmand

afreshnewthing.Hisauthoritivesideisnotthat

hewantstooverpowermeno,It'sjustthereto

showmethatIshouldlistenbecauseheistalking

now.It'skindofsexyinaway.

Me:"Uhm,Iamhome"



Khona:"comeout"

Me:"what?Whatifhesawyou?"

Khona:"thenhesawme.Come"

Thehelperlookedatme.

Me:"Iamcoming"

Ihungup,IlookedatherbeforeIwalkedoutand

thesecurityguyopenedforme.Iwalkedofftothe

roadandhewasleaningbythecarlookingatme.I

couldn'thelpmyselfandsmile,thiscolouredis

gonnadrivemecrazyItellyouwiththesechinese

lookingeyes.Igettohimandhelooksdownon

measheistallerthanme.

Khona:"Heychubs"

HeplayswithmycheeksandIremovehishands.

Me:"Iamoffended."

Khona:"wellIlikethosecheeks"

Me:"Mxm"

Khona:"comein,let'sgotothebeach"



Me:"Usakhona"

Khona:"let'sgetinsideSamke"

IsighedandwegotinsidethecarandIbuckledup.

Me:"Iamsupposedtogocaketasting"

Khona:"Youaredeterminedtomarrythisguy"

Me:"whatchoicedoIhave?"

Khona:"YoulikemethoughIknow"

Ilookedaway.

Khona:"Istandcorrect"

Irollmyeyes.

Me:"youaresomethingelse"

Khona:"Iknow.Wearementtobe"

Me:"youaresococky"

Khona:"Iamnot.IjustknowwhatIwantandwill

have"

Me:"that'sbeingcocky"

Khona:"comehere"



Me:"mmmh"

Heparksthecaronthesideandhepullsmetohim

andhesoftlyholdsmycheekthenperksmy

foreheadbeforegoinginformylips.Iclosedmy

eyesaswesharedakiss,somethinginmemoved

andshiftedinadifferentanglethanbefore.He

brokeitslowlyandlookedatme.

Khona:"feltthat?"

Inodded.Ifeltit.

Khona:"YouaremineSamke,nothis.Iwilltreat

youbetter.Iwilldobetterthanmyfather"

Iwasmoved.

Me:"Usakhona"

Khona:"that'sapromiseIamkeeping"

Ijustnoddedandhekissedmylipsagainand

smirkedbetweenthekiss.

Me:"what?"

Isaidsoftly.

Khona:"Iamwonderingifwebecomeintimatehow



willitfeel"

Me:"youarethinkingtoofar"

Khona:"howismybaby?"

Hetouchesmystomach.Wearestillliptouching.

Me:"Ihaven'twenttoascan."

Khona:"Don'tstresstoomuchok?"

Inodded.

Me:"ok"

Hekissesmeonceandhelooksatmethenwipes

mylipswithhisthumb.

Khona:"MrschubbyKhumalo"

Me:"Ifigurethat'syoursurname"

Khona:"verymuch"

Me:"It'syourfather's"

Helooksatme.

Khona:"it'sscary"

Me:"what?"



Khona:"whenyouknowsomethingsaboutme"

Me:"sorry"

Hetakesmyhandandlocksitwithhisbeforehe

drivesoff.Ilookathimandsmile.Mysoulisat

easeasIamwithhim.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Shelooksputofthewindowthenbackatme.I

thinksheisnervous,it'sherfirstdayinanew

schoolenvironmentthatsheisnotusedto.

Me:"youwantmetogoinwithyou?"

Celiwe:"Ihaveneverbeeninsuchaschool.Iwill

embarressmyself"

Me:"youwon't.Don'tthinkthat"

Shenodsandtakesherbagandhopeout.



Me:"Iwillfetchyouafterschool"

Shenodsandclosesthedoor.Iwatchherwalk

slowlytowardsthegateandshedisappears.Istay

thereabitbeforedrivingoff.School,Iknowthat

feelingandit'snotfun.Ihaveneverandwasnever

fondofschoolmainlybecauseIwasn'tgoodat

school.DadjustthrewmoneyaroundjustsoI

couldgetmywayaroundschoolandnotbebehind

butitjustsuckedthelifeoutofme,theword

schooldoes.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Ihavegotmytimetableanditlooksbig,theschool

thatis.Ihaveneverschooledwithwhitepeopleso

thisisallnewtomeandIamnervous.English,I

havetospeakitfrequentlyandIamnotupforthe

challengebutit'slifeke,thereisnothingIcoulddo.



Igotinclassandtheteachersmiledatme.I

walkeduptoherandgavehertheletterIgotfrom

Mahthismorning.

Her:"Newstudent.ClassThisiskheliweMasondo

"

Me:"it'sCeliwe"

Her:"sorry.IamMrsTaylor.Yourmathsteacher"

Iwasrelievedwhenshesaidthat.

Her:"haveaseat"

ShesmiledandIwenttositdown.Iheardthelittle

whispersbehindmebutIignoredthem.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

Lwande:"Mpande"

Me:"mmmh"



Lwande:"Foodisready,"

Me:"Idon'teatinthemorning"

Lwande:"Iknow.Comeandfeedthebaby"

Igroanedandwokeup.

Me:"Lwandewedrovehereintheweehoursof

morning.Can'tIsleep?"

Shegotonmeandshookherhead.

Lwande:"ilangalizongenaenqeni(thesunwill

enteryourbutt)"

Ichuckled.

Me:"givethebabytooneofthehelpers"

Lwande:"yourmothertookover.Ijustwantedyou

towakeup"

Me:"thisisabuse"

Shekissedmyforehead.

Lwande:"sleepwhileholdingme"

Me:"Icandothat"

Shelaidherheadonmychest.



Lwande:"don'tbreakmyheartMpande,it'sfragile"

Me:"Iwon't,Ipromise"

Iranmyfingersonherback.Iwon'tbreakherheart

everagain.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

SoweareonaVacationinDurban.That'swhat

LuneletoldmebutIsmellsomethingfishywiththe

vacationstorybutheyIwon'taskhim,Idon'twant

himbittingmyheadoff.Weareinthishouseand

hesaiditishisfather'sbeforehemarriedhis

mother,Wellitlookssecuredandallandcouldsee

itwasn'tmeanttobeafamilyhomebutit's

beautiful.Wearejusthereforsomethingelse.I

wanttheoceanview,thebirdsthebreeze

everything.That'savacation.Heholdsmefrom

behindandIturnaroundtohim.



Lunele:"Ntoko"

Me:"Soweareonvacation"

Lunele:"youwanttofeelit"

Me:"no,Huhah.Youarenotgettinganyuntilmy

gutsaysyouarenotfishy"

Lunele:"yourgutislyingtoyou"

Me:"itisnot."

Lunele:"Maybeit'smyseedplanting"

Hetoucjedmystomach.

Me:"huhno.Wearenothavinganybabieswhen

wearethismessedupandineedtodosomething

withmylifebeforethat"

Lunele:"Idon'tmindtakingcareofyou"

Me:"thenyouspititonmyfaceandkickmewhenI

amdownvele.Ican'thavethat"

Lunele:"Iwasaboybackthen.Ididn'tknowwhatI

wantedandbabyIamsorry"

Me:"still"



Lunele:"Kissme"

Igavehimaperk.

Lunele:"Ngekesizwane(wewon'tbewell)"

Iheldhisfaceandgavehimakiss.

Lunele:"that'swhatIwant"

Me:"Iwanttoseethebeach",

Lunele:"Iwillgetabeachhousethen"

Ismiled.

Me:"nowthat'savacation"

Heshookhisheadandperkedmyforehead.

Lunele:"youneedtostayawayfromKhonaabit.

Heisinfluencingyou"

Me:"No,that'smybestfriend"

Lunele:"andtothinkhewasmine.Sucha

hypocrite"

Ilaughed.

Me:"no,Iamyours"



Lunele:"mmmh"

Hepicksmeupandhewalksawaywithmeinhis

arms.

.

.

.

★THABISILE★

Iopenedthedoorastherewasaknockonthedoor

andIopened.HewasstandingthereandI

swallowed.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Thabisile"

Me:"Whatbringsyouhere?"

Nhlanhla:"someinformationyouhave"

HewalksinandIclosethedoor.

Me:"Siyandaisoutatthemoment."

Nhlanhla:"Good"



Hesitsdown.Iamscaredandmyheartisbeating

toofast.

Nhlanhla:"sitdown"

Heiscommandingme.Itakeaseatoppositehim.

Nhlanhla:"Iamgonnaaskyouthisonceandyou

answerok?"

Hehadakillerlook.Inodded.Iwasreadytopee

onmyself.

Nhlanhla:"whokilledAiza?"

Myheartskippedabeat.

Me:"I...I...."

Nhlanhla:"thinkcarefullyifyouaregonnalie.You

knowme."

HewilldothingstomejustforsayingIdon'tknow.

NowIammorescared.

Me:"Idid"

Helookedatme.

Nhlanhla:"How?"



Me:"I..Ihiredguystodothejob"

Nhlanhla:"whydidyoukillhim?"

Me:"SiyandawasobsessedwithSizasoIwanted

tobreakherthroughthat"

Nhlanhla:"thisdoesn'taddup"

Me:"I...."

Hetakesouthisgunandputsitonthetable.

Nhlanhla:"askLunelewhatIdidtohimwhenhe

wassniffingchalk.Iamnotafraidtodoanythingto

youjustbecausewesharedawomb.Heismy

spermandididworsesotalk"

Iwasreadytopeeonmyself.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Thabisileangifuniukukhulumakaningi

(ThabisileIdon'twanttotalktoomuch)"

Me:"It'sthetruth.I...IwenttoaSangoma.

SiyandasaidhelovesSizaandIaswellbuthe

seemedtobeloyaltoherandgenuinelyloveher

morethanme.Iwasjealousand...And"



Hemovedthegunaround,Iswallowed.

Me:"AndIwenttoaSangoma.ShesaidImust

buryhisandherpieceofclothing,anythingandpee

onitandsaywhatIwanttohappenandIdid.Idid

justthatandsaidthatSiyanda,whenhethinks

aboutSizaheshouldjustgocrazyinawaythathe

woulddoanythingevenhitherorkillher.That

UsakhonabecomesnothinginlifeandSiza

becomesmiserableuntilshedies....Ididn'tknow

thatSiyandawouldbeobsessedwithherafterand

that's...That'swhenitescalatedtohimkillingAiza

inordertohaveSiza....that'swhySizadied

becauseofwhatIdidandthat'swhytheboyshave

nothing.That'swhyIneverlikedUsakhonajust

toleratedhimforthesakeofSiyanda"

Hewassilent.Iwasintears.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Icried.

Me:"Ididn'tmeanforthemtodie."

Heisstillsilent.



Me:"pleasesaysomething"

HelookedbehindmeandIdidthesame.Siyanda

wasstandingbythedoor.

Me:"Siyanda"

Istoppedupandhewalkedinandlookedatme.

Hiseyeswerebloodshotred.

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowwhoIshouldstartwith"

Hesayslookingbetweenus.

Me:"baby"

Siyanda:"Don't,Don'tThabisiledon't"

Hesaidthatfirmlyandtearsstreameddownhis

cheeks.

Nhlanhla:"Theboyswilldecide,mymindisallover.

Bothofyouinmycar"

Siyandawalkedout.

Me:"Nhlanhlaplease.Pleasedon'ttellthem"

Nhlanhla:"Theyneedtoknowhowtwistedyouare.

Ican'tbelieveIsharedawombwithyouandIam



sickeningaboutthat."

Hepushedmeoutofthedoor.Isobbed.What

haveIdone?Iwasinatightspot.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Sofarthedayhasprogressedwellforme,Ihaven't

madeanyfriendsasyetbutit'sstillearlyintheday.

Iwenttothebathroomfirst,beforegoingtothe

benchestositdown.ItookoutmylunchandI

smiled.BhutiMpande'smotheristhesweetest

womanIhaveevermet.Sheevenleftasmallnote.

"IhopeyouenjoyyourdayandLunchmadewith

love

YouarelovedNana"

IwasshadowedandIlookedupanditwasalljust

quick.Theboysheldmedownandthegirlswere



quicktotakeeverything.Iscreamedandtheylet

megoasIfellonthefloorhittingmyheadonthe

concretebenchbehind.Theyranawaylaughing

withmostofmythings.Mybookswerescattered

onthefloorandagirlcametomeandImovedback.

Tearsstreameddownmycheeks.

Her:"heywhat'sgoingon?"

Isniffed

Me:"Iamfine"

Her:"youdon'tlookfine.Letmetakeyoutothe

office"

Me:"Iamfine"

Her:"ThosearetheBulldogs.Theydothiskindof

stufftonewkids"

Me:"Iwanttogohome"

Shehelpedmeupandtookmythings.Myhead

waspaining.

Her:"heyyouarebleeding"

Itouchedthebackofmyhead.Itwasabitof



blood.

Me:"Iwillbeok"

Itwaspaining.Shehelpedmegototheofficeand

theytookmetothenursefirstwhiletheycalledfor

someonetofetchme.Iwasinsomuchpainandit

feltlikekniveswereinsertedinmyhead.Icouldn't

stopcrying.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Me:"what?Ok,Iamcoming"

Ihungupandgrabbedcarkeys.Ilooklikeamess

andIhaven'tlookedlikethisinyears.Thelasttime

iswhenLuneleandMpandeweretoddlers.Iwentto

quicklywasmyFaceandItiedmyhairupproperly

beforewearingmyPushinsandItookmybagand

rusheddownthestairs.Mpandewasupwith

Lwandeandtheyweresittingwiththeirson.



Me:"WhereisNdu?"

Mpande:"inhisroom"

Me:"Mpendulo!!"

Ittooksometimebeforeherusheddownthestairs

inshortsonly.

Me:"wearshoesandatop.Thereisanemergency

atCeliwe'sschool.

Alwande:"whathappened?"

Shelookedworried.

Me:"it'snothingbad."

Shenodded.

Me:"Sheshisa!(Hurryup!)"

Iwenttotakemycarkeysandhecamedownthe

stairs.

Me:"Keepaneyeonthebabyoraskthehelperto

doso"

Theynoddedandwewenttothecar.

Ndu:"Iwilldrive"



Igavehimthekeysandwegotin.

Ndu:"what'stheproblemmah?"

Me:"theysaidshehasaheadinjury.Wehaveto

fetchher"

Ndu:"Isensemore"

Me:"metoo"

Hedroveoff.Allthesemendrivethesame.

Me:"letmecallmyhusband"

Ndu:"Iwilltakehisjobfortheday"

Ipulledhischeek.

Me:"aren'tyousweetMntanami"

Heshookhishead.WearrivedatHerschoolinno

timeandwewentinside.Igottothereception.

Me:"IamhereforCeliweMasondo"

Receptionist:"Sheisatthenurseroom"

Me:"Whereisit?"

Receptionist:"Iwillcallher"



Shetookherphoneandlookedatus.

Receptionist:"youmaysitdown."

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforthat.Callmydaughter"

Shedidastold.WewaitedandwesawCeliwe

comingourwayandheruniformwasamess.She

wasamesss.Iwenttoherandshesobbedinmy

arms.

Me:"Ohmygod.Whatdidtheydotoyou?"

Celiwe:"Idon'twanttogotoschoolanymore"

Shesaid.

Me:"Whathappened?Tellmewhathappened"

Ibrushedherback

Celiwe:"myheadhurts"

IletgoofherandNdutookover.Iwenttothe

receptionist.

Me:"Idemandtoseetheprincipalofthisschool."

Her:"Heisbusy"

Me:"Yeyiwena,youseemydaughter,Sheis



cryingandit'sonherfirstday.Idon'tcareifheis

busywithanimportantcallorwhatever.Ipaidshit

loadsofmoneyinthisschoolIdemandtoseehim

!"

Her:"yesmam"

IturnedtoCeliweandIwenttocrouchedinfrontof

her.

Me:"Celiwetselaumahukuthiulimalekanjani

(Celiwetellmommyhowyougothurt)"

Shesniffed.

Celiwe:"theboysheldmedownandtheygirlstook

everythingandthey..."

Me:"Sotheybulliedyou?"

Shenoddedslowly.Iwasfumming.

"Someoneneedstoseeme."

Istoodupandwenttotheprincipal.

Me:"isthisschoolaboutpromotingbullying!?What

ifshediedfromaheadinjury,wouldyoupayfor

mydaughter!!"



Him:"Mamcalmdown."

Me:"Voetsekcalmdownforwho?!!Iwantthose

kids,Theymessedwiththewrongchild"

Ndu:"Mah"

Me:"'ngizokushayawena(Iwillhityou),Celiwewho

arethosekids?"

Principal:"Iamsurewecanhandlethismatter"

Me:"Stayoutofit.Youcan'thandleyourschool.

Abangaziabangazingempela(theydon'tknowme,

theydon'tknowmeatall)Celiwe"

Celiwe:"Theyarecalledthebulldogs."

Me:"theywillhearthenameGuluvakazitoday.

Come"

Iwalkedoutandallofthemfollowedme.

Principal:"mamthisisnottheprocedurethat's

done.Therearelessonsandwewillfindthesekids

andtheywillbedeltwith."

Me:"Onethingyouaresupposedtodoisshowme

theseskids,Nothingelse.Youdon'twanttomess



withme"

Heshutup.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Mymindwasallovertheplace.Wearrivedatmy

houseandwegotoutofthecar.Ineedtoget

somethingtoremovethisthingfromSiyanda.I

can'tbelieveThabisiledidthat.Iamstillinnshock.

Wewalkedinsideandmyphonerang.

Me:"hello"

Ndu:"Dadyourwifeisabouttoburnthewhole

school.Sheisgonnakillthesekids.Comequick!"

IcanhearNdaloshouting.

Ndalo:"Thisschoolwillknowme!"

Me:"Whichschool?"



Ndu:"Celiwe'snewschool"

Me:"Iamcoming."

Ndu:"Hurry"

Me:"ok"

Ihungup.

Me:"youtwodon'tgoanywhere.YouknowIwill

findyou"

Irushedoutandgotinthecar.Idroveoff.IhopeI

makeitontime.Ndalocanbecrazyifshewantsto.

Especiallywhenprovoked.

.

.

.

.
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★SIHLE★

Sheclosedthebag.

Gugu:"aren'twelate?"

Me:"No,Theysaysavethebestforlast"

Shegiggledshakingherhead.

Gugu:"Ican'tbelieveinaweekZinhlewillbewith

us,Imissedhersomuch"

Iholdherwaist.

Me:"metoo."

Gugu:"weshouldgo.Durbanisalongdrivefrom

here"

Me:"Idon'tmind"

Gugu:"youneedtorestwhenyougetthere"

Me:"ok,asambeke(let'sgo)"

Shekissedmycheek.



Gugu:"Youshouldthrowinakissthereyouknow"

Shewinkedandwalkedoutwithherbag,ichuckled.

Ihaven'tkissedher.NotoncebecauseIdon'twant

torushanythingwithherbutmaybeishouldjustgo

withtheflowandseewherethingsaretakingus

then.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Wegotintothefirstclassandtheprincipalknocked

andgotinside,Ifollowedinside.IwasangryandI

couldn'tcontainmyanger.IamtiredforCeliwe,

Peopledoingwhatevertheywantwithher.Iam

angry.

Principal:"goodmorningclass"

Theystoodup.

Class:"goodmorningMrMacArthur"



Principal:"youmaybeseated."

Theysatdown.

Principal:"Wehaveamatterofbullyingthathas

arisedandthestudentwhoreportedthisisanew

student....."

Iinterruptedhim.

Me:"Whoisabulldoglah?"

Principal:"Mam"

Me:"don'tdon'tstartwithme"

Everyonewassilentinclass.

Me:"Finewhoknowswhothebulldogsare?"

Theystartedwhisperingamoungstthemselves.

Me:"Yeyininaningangicasuli!(Don'tirritateme!)"

Theybecamesilent.Iwenttoonechildandheld

himbythecollar.

Principal:"MrsRhadebe"

Me:"Youaretheonewhowilltellmeok?"

Henoddedveryquickly.



Him:"they...theyarepartoftheprefectsinmatric.

Bothheadboyandgirl,soasthedeputiesandThe

chancelloraswellastheothers."

Ilookedattherestoftheclass.

Me:"ishespeakingthetruth"

Theynodded.Ilethimgoandtookoutmywallet.

Me:"goodboy"

Igavehimmoney.

Him:"Thankyou"

Me:"youcome"

Isaidtotheprincipal.Hefollowedafterme.

Me:"Callallthoseprefects.Iwantthemnow."

Principal:"Butmam."

Me:"ifyoudon'tIwillhavethiswholeschoolshut

down.Bytomorrow,trustme.Iamtheoneperson.

Intheworldnottobemessedwith."

Wewalkedoff.

.



.

.

★MPANDE★

Lwande:"IamworriedaboutCeliweandyour

mother"

Me:"theywillbefine."

Ipulledhertomewithmyonehand.

Lwande:"youwillwakehimup"

Me:"Iwon't"

Ikissedherlips.

Lwande:"Mmh"

Iranmyhandunderhertopandtouchedherboobs.

Lwande:"Ineedtobeonbirthcontrolbeforewe

canhaveanysex"

Igroaned.

Me:"ok"



Lwande:"thankyou"

Shekissedmycheek.

Me:"butIcanstillpleasureyou"

Igotonherandmovedmyhandsunderher

leggings.

Lwande:"Mpande"

Me:"baby"

Lwande:"Don'tbesmartwithmewena"

Ichuckled.

Me:"IpromiseIwon'tdoanything"

Lwande:"mmmh"

IputhernippleinmymouthandIsuckedsoftly.

Lwande:"Thatfeelsnice"

Ismiledandkissedherlips.

.

.

.



★NDALO★

Iwaspacingupanddown.Godpleasesubsidemy

angerbecauseIamgoingtokillthesekidswheni

hcerepented.WhenIamtryingtodedicatemyself

toyoubeforeIdie.

Me:"Whodoyouthinkyouare?"

Theyareallsilent.

"Whyarewehere?"

Me:"Eyi,Shutup.Iamtheonewhodoesthe

talking"

Hekeepsquiet.Theprincipallooksatme.Heis

shakenaswell.

Me:"Youdon'tknowme,youmessedwiththe

wrongchildtoday.Youmessedwithachildthat

hasaparentwithbipolar"

Theyaresilent.

Principal:"Iamdisappointedinallofyou.Ihave

calledinyourparentsandyouwillbesuspended."



Me:"Iamtakingthistothedepartmentof

Education.Iwillmakesurenonofyouwriteyour

matricexamseverinyourlifeandseewhereyou

willgo.Nx"

Principal:"MrsRhadebe"

Me:"Don'tstartwithme.Yourschoolingdays

haveended.Iwillmakesureallofyouneverget

hiredanywhereorhavesomethingstableinyour

lives.Youmessedwiththewrongonetoday"

Child:"myfatherhasabusiness.SoIwilltakeover

Fromthere"

Me:'Sobona.Angiqedilengani(Iamnotdonewith

you)Sleepwithoneeyeopen"

Iclickedmytongueanditookmybagandwalked

out.Iwasreadytohitthemtilltheirlastbreath.

ThehalldooropenedandNhlanhlastoodinforntof

me.ImovedhimoutofthewayandIwalkedoff

andhefollowedme.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"WhereisCeliwe?"



Nhlanhla:"Thehospitalshewasbleedingsomuch

"

Me:"ohmy,Ineglectedher"

Hehuggedme.

Nhlanhla:"youdidn't.Whathappened?"

Me:"justholdme"

HedidandIsobbedsoftlyonhischest.

Nhlanhla:"it'sok,shewillhomeschool"

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Me:"areyousureyourfatherstayedhere?"

Henoddedwhilelookingatme.Iclimbedonthe

poleandspanmybodywhilemovingmyhands

aroundandboostingmybodyatthesametime.I

wrappedmylegsaroundthepoleandIletgoofit



andmovedbackandheldatthebottomthenletgo

ofmylegsandIlookedathim.Hestoodupfrom

thechair,it'sbeenlongsinceIdidgymnastics,I

usedtodothenwhenIwasyoung.Iwastheonly

childandmyfatherwouldspoilmealotashisbaby

girl.Idomisshimsomuch.Igotmylegsdown

andmybackbentasItouchedthefloorandIletgo

ofthepole.

Lunele:"youseemtoknowtheway"

Iheldonitandwentaround.

Me:"It'sagirl'ssecret"

Lunele:"youarefullofsurprises"

Ijumpedandwrappedmylegsaroundthepole.

Funnyenoughit'soutsidesoIwonderwhatitwas

usedfor.

Me:"comegetme"

HestandsupfromthechairandcomestomeandI

hangupsidedown.HestandsinfrontofmeandI

pullhisshortsdownandplaywithhisjoystick.

Me:"comeclose"



HedidandIputitinmymouthandstartedsucking.

Heheldmywaistandhisgripwastight.He

wrappedhisarmsaroundmeasmylegswrapped

byhisneckandheheldme.Herippedoffmy

tightsandIfelthistongueonmyNuna.Tingle

wentdownmyspine.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Theseabreezejustmadeeverythingfeelpeaceful.

Hehashisarmswrappedaroundmeasweare

seatedonthecarbonnetandjustwatchingfroma

distance,Ihaven'tbeentoabeachjusttositina

longtimeandthink.MaybethisiswhatIneeded.

Khona:"SthandwaSam"

Ilookedathimandhesmiled.Ohthishandsome

man.

Khona:"Iloveyou"



Iwassilent.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Ido.IfeelthesameeventhoughIhaveknownhim

forlessthanamonth.

Khona:"Yousaidourlove.Issweet,Loveispatient

andkind1Corinthians13:4"

Me:"Iremembersayingthatsomewhere"

Khona:"Iampatient"

Me:"Iamkind"

Khona:"you,kind?Please"

Ihithisshoulder

Me:"heyIamkind"

Khona:"Letmetakeyouout"

Me:"Ijustwanttosithereforsometime"

Khona:"ourkidswilllooklikeyou"

Me:"Really?"

Henodded.



Khona:"Ineedtosnatchyouwhileheislooking"

Me:"youalreadydid"

Helooksatme.

Khona:"Youarebeautiful"

Me:"thankyou"

Iblushed,hetookmyfingersandintertwinedthem

withhis.

Me:"Usakhonaumdali(Thelordisstillthere)"

Ilookedathimandhelookedatmebeforekissing

mycheeks.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Iwatchedherasshehashereyesclosed.A

bandagewrappedaroundherhead.Theywillkeep

herhereforafewdaysandluckilyit'snothingtoo



serious.Shehadaconcussionthough.Idon't

understandwhypeoplewanttohurtsomeonelike

that,sheissweetandwouldn'thurtaflyatall.My

phonerangdisturbingmeandnitookitoutandI

answered.

Me:"hello"

Therewassilence.

Me:"Hello"

"Nduit'sme,Vuyelwa"

Me:"Uhmhi,areyouok?"

Vuyelwa:"Yes,Ijustwantedtohearyourvoice"

Ilovedthiswomansomuch.

Me:"IwillfacetimeyouwhenIgethome."

Vuyelwa:"ok,Canwejustbefriends?"

Me:"sure.That'sfinewithme"

Vuyelwa:"okbyethen"

Me:"bye"

Ihungupandputmyphoneaway.Iranmyfingers



onCeliwe'sfaceandkissedherforeheadlightly

beforeisatdownonthechairbehindme.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Ihaven'ttoldNdaloaboutThabisileandSiyanda,

sheisemotionalatthemomentandhasn'tstopped

crying,wearrivedatthehospitalandtheyletus

through.WegotinthewardasNduwassitting

there.

Ndalo:"It'sallmyfault"

Ndu:"mahit'snot"

Ndalo:"lookather"

Ndu:"shewillbefine"

Me:"wehavetosortthosekidsout"

Sheheldmeandcriedinmyarms.Ibrushedher



back.

Me:"shhit'sok"

Ndalo:"it'smyfault"

Ihateseeingmywifecrying.Itpissesmeoffmore

ifsomeonemadehercry.Thosekidshavetobe

sortedout.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

IendedupspendingthewholedaywithKhona,it

wasverywonderfulandsimple.Relaxingaswell.

ZakhelehasbeencallingmebutIignoredhiscalls.

Iknowhewillfindmesoonenoughandallofthis

willbeover.Iamscaredofevengoingbackand

Khonaoptedwegotothehotel.Iagreed.ImeanI

trustthismanwithmywholelife.It'sscarybutnot



atthesametime.Wewalkedinthehotelroomand

alreadyIwasinhisarmsasourlipstouchedand

ourtonguesintertwined.Hekickedthedoorclosed

andcarriedmewitheaseasheputmeonthebed.I

wasnervousbutfeelingtinglesallovermybodyat

themoment.Hegotonmeandkissedmyneck.

Hisphonerangandhetookitoutandlookedatit

andputitbetweenmybraasitvibrated.

Me:"Answerit"

Khona:"it'smybrother,hewantstoannoyme"

Ifeltrelievedwhenhesaidthat.

Me:"ohw"

Khona:"youarebeautiful"

Hesaidsoftlyandpulledmypantsoff,theyareoff

inasecondandsoastherestofmyclothesbutI

don'tstophim.Hestartswithkissingmystomach

andherunshisfingersonitandhegoesaround

kissingeverypartofmybodysoftlyleavingshivers

andtinglesonme.Mylegsgetaroundhis

shoulderssoonenoughandIamamoaningmess.

Heisholdingmetonosquirmtomuchfromthus



pleasureheisgivingtome.

.

.

.
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★VUYELWA★

"Areyouok?"

Ijumpedabit,Iwasfrightened.

Me:"yes,yesIam"

Iturnedtohimandsmiledbeforecarryingonwith

whatIamdoing,Ipushthetrolleyforward.Haven't

realisedIwasonthesamespotforquietsometime.

Ishouldn'thavecalledhim,Ishouldn'thavereally.



"Sorry"Iturnedaroundandlookedatthismanwho

isbotheringme.

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"

Him:"youseemtobefarandhavebeenstanding

onthatspotforover30minutes,okmaybeIam

exaggeratingbutit'sbeentimeandIneedthat

sauce"

HepointsInfrontofme.

Me:"Sorryforthat"

Imovedawayandwenttothetill,Ican'tstayatthe

storeanymore.IneedtoleavebeforeIdo

somethingoutoftheordinary,Friends?Arewe

gonnaworkasthat?Iwonder.IpaymybillandI

walkawayfromthesupermarkettocatchataxi

home.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★



Lwande:"Everyoneisnothere.it'sjustmeandyou

and..."

Thedooropenswhilewearehavingsomejuice,

Luneleleftmehereandleftwithhisbrother.He

saidtheyaregoingsomewhereandwillbeback.

Hedidn'twanttoleavemeallalone.

Gugu:"Hello"

Alwandestandsupandgoestogiveherahug.

Sihlerushesupthestairswiththeirbagsand

comesbackdown.HecomestoGuguandhelooks

ather.

Sihle:"Iwillbeback"

Gugu:"butwehavejustarrived"

Sihle:"Iwillbeback"

Hewalkedoutrushing.Welookedateachother.

Me:"hi"

Gugu:"hi"

Lwande:"Celiweisn'tback"



Gugu:"youknowhowschoolcanbehard"

Lwande:"mmmhmaybe,Mpande'smotherwentto

fetchher"

Gugu:"sheisokthen.Ishouldgoandget

somethingtoeat"

Shewalksoff.Isitdown.Thisisnotavacationat

all.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Iranmyfingersonhercheekandsmiledwhile

lookingather,IwishIhadadaughter.NotthatI

lovemyboysanyless.

Nhlanhla:"Iknowthatsmile"

Iturnedtohim.Nduwenttogetsomecoffeefor

us.



Me:"what?"

Nhlanhla:"itmeansyouloveher"

Me:"Idosomuch"

Nhlanhla:"Youhaveabigheart"

Me:"Ihopeshejustgetsok"

Nhlanhla:"shewill"

InoddedandhesatmedownontopofhimandI

giggled.

Me:"thisisinappropriate"

Nhlanhla:"it'snot,justsitdown."

Inodded.IlookedatCeliwe.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Hesoundsseriousnow.

Me:"whatmayitbe?"

Helooksatmebeforeheavingasigh.

Nhlanhla:"it'sconcerningAizaandSiza"

Me:"Youfoundthekiller?"



Nhlanhla:"morethanthat,weareinadifficult

placewiththisone"

Helookedhurtnow.

Me:"youarescaringme"

Nhlanhla:"it'snoteasy,that'sit."

Iwonder.

.

.

.

★THABISILE★

Hehasn'ttalkedtomesinceNhlanhladroppedus

here.Heisintheshowerallsilentandhasbeenin

thereforsometime.Iwantustotalk,Iwantto

apologiseforeverything.IknowImentitbutI

didn'twanthimfindingouteverythingIdid.He

firstcriedbeforenowheisjustsilent,Ihavebeen

watchinghimandit'snotapleasantsighttosee.It

brokemethewayhecriedandmademeangryat



thesametime.Ishecryingingforherorwhat?

That'sthequestion.

Me:"Siyanda"

Isaysoftly,heisnotmoving.Hedoesn'tdo

anything.

Me:"let'stalkplease"

Heignoresme.

Me:"Siyanda"

Hefinallymovesandhejustswitchesoffthewater

andhelooksatmewhenheturns.Heopensthe

showerdoorandhetakesatowelandItriedtohold

himbutheyankedhimselfandwalkedoutwhile

wrappingthetowelaroundhim.Ifollowedhim.

Me:"BabyIamsorry"

Siyanda:"It'smyfault,IfIdidn'tloveheryou

wouldn'thavedonewhatyoudid"

Yes!YesfinallyheseeswhatIamtryingtosay.

Me:"yes"

Siyanda:"ButIregretsomethingdeeplyandthatis



lovingyou,ThatIeverlovedyou."

Me:"babydon'tsaythat"

Heturnedtome.Hiseyesbloodshotred.

Siyanda:"Blamingeachotherwon'tchange

anything"

Hegoestotheclosetandhecomesbackchanged

andcrockinghisgun.Iswallow.

Me:"Iamsorrybaby,I...Ididn'tmeananything."

Siyanda:"Ishothim3timeslikeananimalinthe

head,3timesThabisile!"

Heshouts.Tearsstreamdownhischeeks.

Siyanda:"theirdeathwillbeonethingthatwill

hauntme."

Iamshaking.

Siyanda:"IwillacceptanythingNhlanhlagivesto

me.Ideserveit."

Me:"Siyandaputthegundown."

Siyanda:"why?Shouldn'tIshootmyself?"



Heputsitonhishead.

Me:"Siyandastopstop!Youhavekidsyouhave

Nokwandayouhavemetothinkaboutplease

pleasestop!"

Iwentonmykneescrying.

Siyanda:"I'msorry"

Hepulledthetriggerandagunshotwasreleased,

Iscreamed.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

IwasworriedaboutCeliwebutsheissafeIknow

becauseMpande'smotherisapersonItrust.We

werewatchingamoviejusttopasstimetillthese

boysarebackwhenweheardapoundgunshotand

weallfeltfrightenedfallingontrfloor.

Gugu:"ohmyGodcallsomeone."



Ntokomalocrawlstotakeherphoneandshecalls

someone.

Gugu:"waitaretherepeopleherwithus?"

Me:"Usakhona'sparentsareupstairs"

Ntokomalo:"Iamscaredofchecking"

Metoo.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Ilookatherandchuckle.Shehasalittlefrownon

herface,Wedidn'tdoanythingbesideme

pleasuringher.Iwanttowaittillwearemarried,

Clichebutthat'swhatIwantustodo.

Samke:"Stoplaughing"

Me:"youlookcute"

Samke:"Thankyou"



Ikissherforeheadasshelaysonmychest.

Samke:"hewillfindus"

Me:"Iwillhandlehim"

Sheissilent.

Me:"don'tbescared."

Samke:"that'swhatscaresme."

Me:"Whatdoyoudo?"

Samke:"Nothing,MomdiedandIdroppedout,

you?"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"I...(clearthroat)Stuff"

Shegivesmealook.

Samke:"Sowearelying?"

Me:"Idowork"

Samke:"inwhat?"

Me:"Stuff.Nothingserious"

Samke:"youcouldsaywhat?"



Me:"arewegonnafightaboutthat"

Samke:"justtellingmeanhonestanswerwouldbe

wonderfulUsakhona.ForallIknowyoumightbea

serialkillerorwhat"

Me:"Wow"

Iremovedherfromme.

Samke:"I'msorry"

Me:"SoyouthinkIwouldkillyou?Igoaround

killingpeople?"

Samke:"let'sjustleaveit"

Shegotoffthebed.

Me:"nowearetalking"

Samke:"Idon'thavetimeforthisanymore.Iam

goingbackhome"

Me:"Don'tfuckwithmeSamkelisiwe,

Singajwayelani(let'snotpisseachotheroff)"

Samke:"Orwhat?Iwanttoleave,Youdon'twant

tobehonestwithme"



Me:"Gotohimthen."

Sheclickshertongueandgoestogetdressed.

Waithowdidwegettothismomentveryfast.I

sigh.IknowIgoaroundkillingpeopleformoney

butherthinkingthataboutmejusthurts.She

searchesforherkeysandIgotoherandholdher

waist.

Me:"Samke"

Samke:"Celaungiyeke(leavemealone)"

Me:"Babyweshouldn'tbefighting"

Samke:"Youdon'twanttotellmewhatyoudo,

Simplequestionifyoudon'tworkit'ssimpleand

straightforward"

Sheisfuming.HormonesarecontributingI

assume.

Me:"canwecalmdown?"

Shehuffed.MyphonerangandItookitoutand

answered.

Me:"whatLunele?"



Lunele:"Cometothehouserightnow!"

Me:"Iambusy"

Lunele:"Idon'tcare.NowKhona!"

Ihuffed.

Me:"sharp"

Ihungup.IlookedatSamkeandshedidn'tlook

pleased.

Me:"Wewilltalksomeothertime"

Samke:"don'tevencallme"

Shewalkedoff.

Me:"Samke!

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

ItoldNdaloeverythingandshethoughtit'sbestwe



gohomeatthismoment.Shejustcouldn'tbelieve

everythingIjusttoldher.

Me:"whatarewegonnado?"

Ndalo:"Idon'tknow.Idon'tevenknowifwe

shouldtelltheboys."

Me:"wewillsee"

Idroveushomeandwegotthere.Therewerethe

boysalreadythere.Wegotoutofthecarandwent

inside.Weheardsomeshouting.

"YouselfishSiyanda!Youareselfishnx!!"

WerushedupthestairsandThabisileisthrowing

tantrumsonSiyanda.Hittinghimyetheisnot

doinganything.

Me:"Whatisgoingon.?"

Lunele:"Ntokomalocalledsayingtherewere

gunshots"

Siyanda:"Iamnotselfish,Iamnottheonewho

putmeundersomevoodootransand...And"

HelooksatusandUsakhonaappeared.



Khona:"What'sgoingon?"

Thabisilewasbreakingdownonthefloor.

Everythingisamess.

Siyanda:"IamsorryKhona,foreverything"

Khona:"mmmh?"

Siyanda:"whereisNdu?"

Ndalo:"weshouldjusttalkthisasadultsandsort

everythingout"

Thabisile:"yesplease"

Me:'no,Nduneedstoknowthetruthabouthis

father"

Mpande:"Whatisgoingonhere?"

Hesaysswingingthegunintheair.

Me:"wherearethegirls?"

Lunele:"WithSihle"

Inodded.

Khona:"whereisNdu?"

Ndalo:"Hospital"



Siyanda:"comeclose"

Khonadidandhewentdownonhiskneesinfrontof

him.

Siyanda:"I...IkilledNdu'sfather"

Khona:"what!?"

"What?!"

NdalowaspushedagainstthewallandIwentto

her,NduwashittingSiyandawhilecrying.

Ndu:"Youkilledmyparents....You..youkilledthem.

"

Thabisile:"Nostop!"

ThabisilepullshimoffSiyandawhoisnoteven

fightinghim.

Me:"Babyareyouok?"

Shenodded

Ndalo:"yesIam."

KhonajustpulledThabisilewithherhair.

Ndalo:"Boysstop!"



Ndujustfeltdefeatedandhejustsobbed.Ndalo

rushedtohim.

Thabisile:"leavemyhairUsakhona"

Me:"Khona!"

Heleftherandwalkedpassedmegoingout.

Ndu:"HekilledmydadMah,Why...he,..I..."

Ndalo:"Iamsorry."

Ndu:"Iwanttokillhim"

Ndalo:"Babycalmdown."

IwenttoSiyandaandpulledhimupandtook

Thabisileaswell.

Me:"Iwillsortthisout."

Ndalo:"NoNhlanhla.Nooneissortingthisout

withkillingthem.Itwon'tbringbackAizaandSiza.

Theyareparentstoo.SiyandaisstillUsakhona's

father."

Ndu:"it'sunfair"

Ndalo:"shhh"



Sherestedhisheadonherchest.

Ndalo:"Mhambisekwisangoma(takehimtoa

Sangoma)andwenaThabisilewearegonnasort

youout"

Me:"Ihateyourheartrightnow"

Ndalo:"Suckitupthen."

IpulledSiyandaout.Hespittedsomeblood.

Siyanda:"Killme,It'sfair"

Me:"It'stooeasyforyou"

Siyanda:"Nhlanhla"

Me:"Don'ttalk.Iwarnedyou"

Siyanda:"I..Iknow"

Wewalkeddownthestairs.

.

.

.



★SAMKE★

WhenUsakhonadroppedmeheremyheartwas

beatingabittoofast.Ihavebeenstandinghereon

thedrivewayfor20minuets.Ibreatheinandout

andputhisnumberonspeeddialjustIncasebut

afterthattantrumIdon'tthinkhewouldanswer.I

walkedinsidethehouseandhewasn'tinsight.I

mademywayupthestairs.

"Youarebeingsneaky"

Myheartwasbeatingfast.Iturnedaroundandhe

wasbythekitchenleaningonthewall.

Zakhele:"howwascaketasting?"

IknowheknowsIdidn'tgothere.

Me:"good"

Zakhele:"whotookyouthere?"

Me:"Uber"

Henodded.

Zakhele:"ok"



Hecameclosertome.Iwasexpectinganything.

Hekissedmycheek.

Zakhele:"Yousmelllikehim"

IturnedtorunbuthepulledmylegsanIrolled

downthestairs.Hestartedhittingme.

Zakhele:"Youarecheatingonme"

Me:"Iamsorry!Iamsorry"

Herolledhisshirtsleevesup.Ipushedhimwithmy

legsandIstooduprunningtothedoor.Heran

aftermeandmyphonewasleftbehind.Iopened

thedoorandhecloseditandbangedmyheadonit.

Icriedout.Hepulledmyhair.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Zakhele:"YouaredoingthistomeSamke!Igive

youveryfuckenthingandyoudothis!"

Iwascrying.HechokedmeandItriedremoving

hishand.Heletgoofmyneckbutstillheldmy

hair.Ielbowedhimhardinthestomachandhelet

goofmyhair.Yes,IopenedthedoorquicklyandI

ranout.Icouldtastethebloodthatiscomingout



frommynoserunningtomymouth.Irandown

thedrivewayandIfeltastingonmybacktwice.

Gunshot!

Gunshot!

Ilostbalanceandrolleddownthedrivewayclosing

myeyes.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★ZAKHELE★

Iwatchedherrolldownthedriveway.Iputmygun

awayandrushedafterher.Shehasstoppedrolling



andislayingonherstomach.Itdawnstomewhat

Ihavedone.

Me:"Shit!Babywakeup"

Sheissilentandonlybleeding.Shitsheispregnant

.

Me:"fuck!"

IcarryheroffthetarandIrushwithherinmyarms.

Iputherinthebackofthecar,WhatamIgonna

saywhenIreachthehospital.Iwillseethere.Iget

insideandIdriveoff.ItoldmyselfthatIwon'tdo

anythingbutwhenIsmeltthatmanlyperfume

angerconsumedmeandIjustlostit.Itookmy

phoneandcalledmyfriend.

"Mzakes"

Me:"Imadeamess.Iwantittobecleanedup"

"Whatisit?"

Me:"Samke,sheischeatinginmeandIshother"

"Eishok"

Me:"sho"



Ihungupandlookedattheback.

Me:"ifyoudidn'tgoaroundlikethatthiswouldn't

havehappened."

.

.

.

★SIYANDA★

IwaslaidonthegrassmatandIhavejusteatenthe

crocodilemeat,Apparentlyitwillbeeffectivein

removingwhateverThabisileputinme.Iclosed

myeyesandconsumedthepainandeverything,I

deservemore.IknowIdo.Ididn'tshootmyselfbut

endedupshootingtheroof.

________

"Siyanda"

IlookaroundandIaminaroom,itlooksvery

familiar.Shewalksinwithastomachandrubsit.

"Hey"



ShesaysandIamsilentforamoment.

Me:"he...Siza"

Shesmiled.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Siza:"IwashurtuntilIunitedwithhim."

Ikeptquiet.Shelooksbeautifuljustlikeshehas

alwayslooked.

Me:"Youarepregnant?"

Siza:"intherealworldyes.Thisismyspiritual

babybutItslost"

Me:"how?"

Siza:"Igotshot"

Iamconfused.

Siza:"Iforgiveyou.Hedoestoo.Aizadoes,Iknow

Nduwillalso.IamdisappointedinthewayKhona

wastreated"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Siza:"Iworryabouthimmorethananything.Heis



themostaffectedoneoutofthebothofthem.Ndu

hadeverythingbuthedidn'thaveamotherand

Father'sLove."

Me:"Youareheretotakeme?"

Siza:"OnlyGodwilltakeyoubutIamtaking

someone,Asecondchance?"

Me:"Iamsorry.TellAizathat"

Siza:"Weareatpeace.Iwill"

Shecomesclosertomeandgivesmeaakissand

looksatme,shetouchesmycheek.Ihavenever

stoppedlovingher.

Siza:"Setyourheartforsomethingnew"

Shetouchesmychest.

Siza:"IloveyoutooSiyanda"

ShesmilesandIdothesame.

Me:"IloveyousomuchSiza."

IholdherintoahugandIjustbreakdowninher

arms.Ihavenevergrievedherdeathandnowit

dawnstomethatsheisnomore.Shewillnever



comebacknomatterhowmuchItrytoconceal

myself.ThewomanwhoItruelylovedevenafter

death.Shebreaksitandwipesmytears.

Siza:"Siyanda"

Ikeepquiet.

Siza:"Healplease.ThatsallIamasking"

Me:"Ican't"

Siza:"Iwasnotyourstobeginwith.Ihavealways

beenAiza's.Iamhissoulmate"

Me:"Whoismineifit'snotyou?"

Siza:"Sheisstillthere.Iloveandcareforyou.Be

thereforKhonaplease.IlovehimandForgive

yourself.Youdidn'tknowThabisiledidthattoyou.

Nduwillforgiveyou"

_____

Iopenedmyeyesandlookedatthegrassroof.The

incesesmellwasstrong.

"Mntungwa,Usubuyilemanje(youareback)"

Nhlanhla:"whatnow?"



Sangoma:"asoulforasoul.Forhertoliveone

mustdie."

IsatupandNhlanhlalookedconfused.

Sangoma:"Amagugualeliizweayosal'emathuneni

...."

Shecarriesonsinging.Iknow,Iknowwhat's

goingtohappen.Sizamentionedtakingsomeone.

.

.

.

★THABISILE★

Ihavebeencryingandtheyleftmeallalonehere,I

wantSiyandatobeheretocomfortmeandsayhe

forgivesmeandeverythingwillbeok.

"Thabisile"

Ifeltthehairatthebackofmyneckstandup.

"Asoulforasoul"



Ilookedaround,thecurtainsweremoving.Iheard

thewaterrunningandIwenttothebathroom.Iwas

shakingbutcurious.Igotinthebathroomandthe

waterstoppedanditwassteamyinside.

"asoulforasoul"

Me:"whoareyou?"

"Nobaddeedgoesunpunished"

Me:"Showyourself"

Themirroronthewallbrokeandbloodcamefromit.

Iscreamedrunningforthedoorbutitclosedand

locked.

Me:"letmeout!"

Somethingpulledmeandabigpieceofthebroken

mirrorwaslevitatingintheair.Iwaspushedinto

thehotwaterandIscreamed.Somethingpressed

medownandsoasmyhead.Iwaskickingtrying

tobreath.Ifeltasharppainonmychestas

somethingstabbedmecountlesstimes.Itried

fightingandeventuallyIstoppedlookingatthe

ceiling.



.

.

.

★SIZAKELE(SAMKE)★

.

.

.

Aiza:"ShouldItraphersoul?"

Me:"yes"

HenoddedandIlookedatthebloodinthewater,I

killedher.IdiditandIdon'tfeelbad.Shetookus

andsheshouldjoinus,Ihavewaitedyearsforthis.

Me:"IamgoingbackAiza"

Ilookedathimandhedidthesame.

Aiza:"Youwon'tforgetme?"

Me:"Never.Iloveyou,Iamjustrectifying

Siyanda'smistakesthroughmybaby"

Aiza:"IloveyoutooSizaforever,Imightcometoo.



"

Ismiled.IlookedattheDeadThabisileandIclosed

myeyes.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Ndufinallyrestedaftercrying.Imovedawayfrom

himandputablanketoverhim.Thabisilecaused

allofthisandthissituationistightbecauseIdon't

knowwhattodo.IfeellikeIamgonnadiefromall

ofthestressIamhaving.IwalkedtoThabisile's

roomandIopenedthedoor.Iwenttoclosethe

windows.

Me:"Thabisile"

IwalkedtothebathroomasIheardwaterdrops.I

gotinandtherewasatrailofbloodandwaterby

thebathtub.IrushedthereandIfoundher

lookingaytheceilingwithanopenmouthandblood



inthewater.

Me:"Thabisile!"

IrushedoutandwenttocallNhlanhla.Tears

streameddownmyeyes.Iwasshaking,Why,why

didshedothattoherself?

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Me:"whenarewekillingthatnigga?"

Sihle:"tomorrownightisbestbeforeheseesthere

arepeoplefollowinghim"

Mpande:"Agreed"

Me:"Iampullingthetrigger"

Lunele:"nduwill.Heneedsit"

Mpande:"areyouok?"

Helooksatme.



Me:"Ineedmoreanswersthat'sall"

Ifeelangry,Samkehasn'tcalledmeandIreally

needtotalktoher.Sheistheonlyonewhocan

calmmedown.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★SIYANDA★

NdalocalledandtoldusaboutThabisile.Nhlanhla

wasshattered.Hedidn'twanttoshowitbuthewas.

Theforensicteamtookherawayanditwas

declaredacrimescene.Thepolicetookallthe



evidencetheyneededandtheyleft.Theboystook

thegirlsawayfromthehouseandOnlyNduisleft

becauseheisasleepandNdalodidn'twanttowake

himup.

Nhlanhla:"Iamgoingforadrive"

Ndalo:"Iamcomingwithyou"

Nhlanhla:"IwanttobealoneNdalo"

Ndalo:"No,Iamcoming"

Hewalkedoutandtheyjustleftmeallalonethere.

Ididn'tknowhowtofeelattemoment.Everything

hasn'tregisteredwell.Itwasbrutalhowshewas

found.Verybrutalandit'slikesomeonekilledher.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Iwokeupthenextday,Myheadwashurtfulbutthe

Drgavemesomepainreliefs.Igottoeatandjust



watchedsomebitoftvtillitwasnoon,Iwantedto

seemysonsurprisingly.Idon'twanthimtogo

throughnotbeinglovedbyhismotherjustlikeI

didn't.

"Hey"

Ilookedatthedoorandhewalkedin.Helooked

horribleandit'slikehedidn'tsleep.

Me:"Hi"

Henodded.

Ndu:"howareyou?"

Me:"good,justaminorheadache"

Henodded.

Me:"Areyouok?"

Ndu:"Iam"

Me:"youlooklikeyouwereonwrestlingthewhole

night"

Hechuckledlightly.

Ndu:"No,Islept"



Inodded.Hesatdown.

Ndu:"Yourbaldheadlookscool"

Irolledmyeyes.Howdoesitlookcoolwhenallmy

hairisshavedoff.

Me:"It'snot"

Hechuckledlightly.

Me:"AreyouokMpendulo?"

Ndu:"Ineedahug"

Heseemedvulnerable.Iopenedmyarmsandhe

divedin.Ibrushedhisback.

Ndu:"Ihatehim"

Hesayssoftly.

Me:"Forgivehim....ithelpstrustme."

Iforgivemyformermathsteacher.Notforhimbut

tobeabletoopenupandlovemychild.

Ndu:"Ican't"

Me:"Itsyourcall.Itwillmakeyouhavepeace"

Ndu:"Ifeellikeasissyrightnow"



Ilaughed.

Me:"it'soktobevulnerable."

Ndu:"youshouldbetheonecrying"

Ibrokethehugandwipedthetearsoffhiseyes.

Me:"Weallcryok?"

Ndu:"thischild"

Hechuckledandwipeshistears.

Me:"Thischildman.Mxm"

Ndu:"areyouhungry?"

Ishookmyheadnoandhesatdown.Wetalked

andjustopeneduptoeachother.

.

.

.

★ZAKHELE★

Icalledmyparentsandtheysaidtheyareontheir



way.Ihaven'tleftSamke'sside.AllIknowisthat

thebabydidn'tmakeitatall.It'smyfaultthatit

didn'tmakeit,ifSamkedidn'tlietomethenwe

wouldn'thavelostthebaby.Iwenttogetsome

coffeewhileIwaitforherresults.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Ilookedather,Ididn'tknowfeartillIsawwhatI

sawlastnight.TillwefoundoutauntyThabisilein

thatstateandisnomore.Iremovedthehairfrom

hereyesandpulledhertomychest.Idofear

losingNtokomalo.Iwouldn'twanttoloosehertoa

manordeathatthismoment.Ikissedhercheek

andshesqurimedbeforeopeninghereyesandshe

looksatme.

Me:"Goodmorning"

Ntokomalo:"Morning,youareholdingmetighter



thanusual"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Iloosenedthegriparoundherwaist.

Ntokomalo:"Howiseverything?Areyouok?How

isUsakhona?"

Me:"Iamfine.Wewillgohomeinafew.,Ihaven't

checkedonKhona"

Ntokomalo:"Letmegetupandmakehimsome

breakfast.Mybestieissad"

Me:"whenIamsadyoudon'tmakebreakfastfor

me"

Ntokomalo:"Jealousydoesn'tsuityou"

Me:"Baby"

Ntokomalo:"Lunele"

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ismiled.Shedoesthesame,IamgladItookher.

Ntokomalo:"Iloveyoutoo"

Me:"saythatagain"



Ntokomalo:"Iloveyou.Comelet'sgomakesome

breakfastandGocheckonKhona"

Shepullsme.

Me:"wearegonnashowertogether?"

Ntokomalo:"yesbutnotouching"

Ifrownedandshegiggled.

Me:"youarekidding"

Ntokomalo:"Luneleplease.Let'sjustlayoff

shaggingeachotherforamonth?"

Myeyespoppedout.

Me:"IamnotdesignedtojerkoffwhileIhavea

woman"

Ntokomalo:"Iamseriousandbuildthis

relationshiponotherthingseitherthansex"

Me:"Iwilltry"

Ntokomalo:"wewilldoit.Ifyousleepwithsome

bitchIwillslityoubothLuneleandbehappywith

anotherman.Markmywords"



Shewalksoff.

Me:"that'snice!"

Ishoutafterher.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

TheZiqubufamilyaregoingdowntoDurban.

Khona'smotherwasfounddeadinthebathtublast

nightsoIamaloneandtodayonly,Iwon'tbe

comingtoworktilltheycomeback.Myphonerings

andit'sSakhile,Nduhasn'tcalledmesincethelast

timewetalked.Iwashopingit'shim.

Me:"Bhutiwami(mybrother)"

Ianswer.

Sakhile:"howareyou?"

Me:"Iamgoodandyou?"



Sakhile:"Iamgood.Iwascheckinguponyou.

Youhavebeenofflately"

Me:"no,Iamfine"

Sakhile:"really?"

Inodded.

Me:"yes"

Thedoorbellrang.

Me:"Ineedtoattendsomething"

Sakhile:"Iwillcallyouthensmall"

Me:"Bye"

HehungupandIwenttoopenthedoor.

Me:"mayIhelpyou?"

Hesmiled.

Him:"NiceseeingyouagainMs"

HesaysandIfrown.

Me:"DoIknowyou?"

Helooksatmeandchuckles.



Him:"thesupermarketyesterday"

Me:"Oh"

Him:"AreyouMrZiqubu'sdaughter?"

Me:"Iwish."

Him:"Won'tyouletmein?"

Me:"Idon'tknowyouandyourpurposeofbeing

here"

Him:"IamheretoseeMeZiqubu,wehavea

contracttodiscuss"

Me:"hehasafamilyemergencyinDurban.It

mighttakelong.Funeral"

Him:"ohIsee.Dinnerat7"

Me:"What?"

Him:"Iwanttotakeyouout."

Heturnedaround.

Him:"Ohbythewaymynameis

Zikhalizamantungwa,CallmeMntungwa"

Hesmiled.Heehthisgent.



Me:"IrrelevantbutMmmmh"

Him:"Googleme,youwillknowBubbles.Seeyou

at7"

Hewalkedoff,Iwatchedhimgetintoamasarati

anditdroveoff. Cockymuch,thesehandsome

richniggasthinktheyareallthat.Googleme?

Hebana,JesuscancomebacknowIdon'tmind.I

closedthedoorandwenttotakemyphoneandsat

onthecouch.IconnectedtothewifiandIgoogled

him.Iamsurehewon'tevenappear.Hisface

appearedfirstandIscrolledthroughandchecked

thisguyout.HeisfromPretoriaandwasbornand

bredthere.Hisfatherisrich,Veryrichandhis

motherwellownsaprivateschoolthatjustrecently

opened.Hisfatherowns3volkswagendealer

branchesandisalsotryingtosignupwithBMWin

Germany.Likewow.Icheckedthisguyandhehas

hisownBeerbrandandCigarettesaswell.Recently

juststartedthecigarettesandheisgettingmoney

fromallofthislikehotcash.

Me:"Wow"



Hehas3siblingsandtheyareallequally

successful,histwinsisterintominingandhis

brotherisaprophetandtheotheronetheydidn't

disclosewhathedoes.Iguesshavingarichfather

it'seasyforyoutoberichaswell.Isearchhisage

anditpopsup.Heis29years.Mmmhmaturedor

maybenot.Myphonepingedandit'safriend

requestonFacebook.IloginandIacceptit.A

messagecomesthrough.

"Haveyougoogledme?"

Me:"Youarenotrelevant"

Him:"Youarealoneright?"

Mw:"Mmmh"

Him:"Iamcoming"

Me:"Haiboboyno"

Him:"Iamcoming"

Jesuspleasesaveme.

.

.



.

★ALWANDE★

Me:"whereisCeliwe?"

Mpande:"Nduisgoingtofetchher"

Hesays.

Me:"ohok"

Heburpshimandlayshimonthebed.

Me:"youaregettinggoodatthis"

Mpande:"Iam"

Hesmilesandcomestomeandkissedmy

foreheadandholdsme.

Mpande:"Ican'timagineloosingyou"

Iamsilent.

Mpande:"it'slikeloosingmylife"

Me:"MpandeIamsorry"

Mpande:"Iamtheonewhoissorry,Iloveyou



Lwande"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Heletsmegoandkissesmylipssoftlyandbreaks

it.

Mpande:"Idon'twanttobetempted.Iwantto

wait"

Ismiled

Me:"Thankyou.Let'sgoandeat"

Henodsandtakesmyhandandwewalkout.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★ZAKHELE★

MyparentsfinallyarrivedandcametomewhileI

wassittingandwaitingforthesebloodydoctorsto

tellmehowSamkeis.

Mom:"Whathappened?"

Me:"wewereoutshoppingandthensomeone

startedshootingourdirectionandSamkegot

injured"

Mom:"ohNkosiUmntwanaBantu(ohmyGod)"

Ilookeddown.

Mom:"howisthebaby?"

Me:"she...Welostthebaby"

Shehuggedme.

Mom:"Iamsorry"

"Mtsali"

Welookedupanditwasthedoctor.Westoodup.



Me:"dochowisshe?"

Doctor:"yourwifewasinacriticalconditionbutwe

managedtogetheroutofdanger,Thebullets

slightlyaffectedhervertebraecolomn,Iamsorry

butshewon'tbeabletowalk"

Me:"oh"

Momjustcried.

Mom:"Ican'tbarethesenews."

Shewalksoff.

Doctor:"wouldyouliketoseeher?"

Me:"please"

Wefollowedbehindhimwithmyfather.

.

.

.

★KAMOGELO★

ItsconfusingastohowThabisileisdead,Tome



thatis.Idon'tunderstandwhathappenedallIknow

isthatsheisdead.IwonderhowSiyandais

feelingatthemoment.IamsureManqobaisonhis

wayfromIndiaforhismother'sfuneral,theyhave

alwaysbeenclose.

Me:"Ingathi"

Helookedatmeashegotourbagsfromthecar

andclosedtheboot.

Ingathi:"wewillheareverythingonceweareinside

"

Me:"Imissedmykids"

Hechuckled.

Ingathi:"ithasbeenpeacefulwithoutthem."

Me:"IwonderhowNduisanddealingwiththe

break-up"

Ingathi:"Come"

Wetookourbagsandwewentinside.Wecould

hearThabisile'smothercrying.Hersisterswere

alsotherecradlingtheirmotherintears,Mine

neared.



Me:"hello."

MaK:"Makotihowareyou?"

Me:"Iamgood,Yourself?"

MaK:"heartbroken"

Ingathi:"whereisNhlanhla?"

MaK:"SiyandasaidtheyleftlastnightwithNdalo

togoknowswhere.Wecan'treachthem."

Me:"it'shardtimeforhim"

Ingathi:"Iamgoingtoputourbagsdown"

Me:"thekids?"

MaK:"ManqobaiscomingandSisandaisonher

way"

Me:"letmegoandassistinthekitchenorseeif

therearethingstobedone"

ShenoddedandIwalkedawaytothekitchen.

.

.

.



★NDALO★

Wehavebeenheresincelastnightandhehasn't

movedfromwhereheis,Iamjustwatchingfroma

distance.It'shurtinghimsomuchmore.Ihave

neverseenNhlanhlalikethisbefore,Idon'tknow

wheretostartwithcomfortinghimsoIjustlethim

be.Theoceansoundsaretheonlythingweare

hearingatthismomentwithbirdshereandthereas

well.IgotothebackofthecarandItookouta

jacketandIlockthecarandIwalkclosertohim

andsitnexttohim.Heisplayingwithhiswatch.

Itsvaluabletohim,hetoldmethestorybehindit.

Hewas19whenhisfatherandThabisilepresented

thattohim,thewordshisfathersaidwere"thisis

foryourtimekeeping.Keeprecordoffallthebliss

fullmoments.Eachsecondcounts,Keeptimeof

everythingthathappensinyourlifeasitpassesby

inanhour.Timeisthemostpricelessthingyou

can'tdooveragainorrewind.Itdoesn'tstopbut

keepsongoing,Theclockmaystopworkingbutit

doesn'tmeanthetimehasstoppeditcontinues."I



don'tknowwhathereallymentbutIguesshedoes

understand.

Helooksatmeanddoesn'tsayanythingbutjust

pullsmetohimandIheldontohim.Heheavesa

veryheavysighfromdeepwithinandtearsjust

streamdownmycheeks.

Nhlanhla:"Wheretofromhere?"

IwishIknew.IjustwishhecouldjustcrysoIcan

takeinallofhisemotionsbuthedoesn't.Heisnot

doinganythingatall.EverythingisquickandI

don'tknowwhattodoatthismoment.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

IlookatmyphoneforasecondandIputitaside

andIsigh.Ishouldn'tletmypridegettome.I

wanttotalktoherevenifsheshoutsit'sfine.Ijust

wanttotalktoher.ItakemyphoneandIdialher



numbersandthephonegoestovoicemail.Ilook

atmyphoneandItryonceagainandstillthesame

thing.IgetoffthebedandIgoandtakemyjacket.

Thedooropens.

Mpande:"Wearegoinghome"

Hesayslookingatme.

Me:"Ihavetogosomewherefirst"

Mpande:"Iamcomingwithyou"

Me:"Juststopbabyingme.Thabisileisn'tmy

mother,Y'allshouldbesmotheringNqobaand

Sisanda.Idon'tgiveafuckifsheisdeadoralive!"

Ipushedhimandwalkedout.Irusheddownthe

stairs.

"Usakhona"Iturnedandit'sNtokomalo.

Me:"Malo"

Ntokomalo:"Imadesomebreakfast"

Me:"Ican'tstay,Iamgoingsomewhere"

Iwalkedout.Igotinthecar,Samkemustanswer

herphoneorIwillwalkinthathousewithherfiance



watchingandgrabher.Itryheragainandit's

voicemailonceagain.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Me:"theDoctorssayyouwillbedischarged

tomorrow,Iwillfetchyou"

Celiwe:"Thankyou,Iamsurprisedtheyhaven't

kickedyouout.Youhavebeeninhereforhours"

Me:"Theywouldn'tdaretryme"

Sheshookherhead.

Celiwe:"Onedayyouwouldbearrestedforyour

attitude"

Me:"Idon'thaveone"

Celiwe:"Youdo,it'slikethistypeofIowntheworld

attitude.Richpeopleattitude"



Me:"Wheredoesmehavingmoneyconcernmy

attitude"

Celiwe:"doyoubehavelikenormalpeoplenjeonce

?"

Me:"No,Iamnotnormal,IamMpendulo"

Celiwe:"youarenottheonlyMpendulo"

Sherollshereyes.

Me:"Don'tdothat"

Isaidfirmly

Celiwe:"what?"

Me:"Rollingyoureyes.Youalsohaveanattitude"

Celiwe:"makesthetwoofusthen"

Me:"thischild"

Celiwe:"Iwanttorest"

Me:"Iwillwatchyou"

Shefrowned.

Celiwe:"That'screepy"



Me:"Sleep"

Celiwe:"ok,sharp"

Shepositionedherselfandthensheclosedhereyes.

Iwatchedher.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

IgottoSamke'scribandjuststayedinthecarfor

sometimeandItriedcallinghertwicebutnothing.

IdecidedthatIamgoinginthere.Igetoutofthe

car,isshefine?That'swhatIamworriedabout

now.ImakemywaytothedoorandIrangthedoor

bell,Itgotansweredbyamaid.Ifrowned.

Helper:"Hi"

Me:"IcametoseeSamke"

Helper:"Ohthemadam isnothere,Sheisatthe

hospital"

Me:"Hospital?Issheok?"



Iamworried.Shelooksaroundandcomesoutand

closesthedoor.

Helper:"Iwillbequickandbrief.Youdidn'thear

thisfromme.Ihopeyouareheretosavethatpoor

girl.Hewillkillheroneday.It'sevenbyluckthat

sheisstillbreathing"

Me:"whathappened?"

Her:"IwasatthecottagewhenIheardgunshots

lastnight.Iknowheshother,that'sallIknow."

Myheartjustshattered.Shewalkedbackinside.I

needtofindherbutIalsoneedtofindthisfiance,

it'shightimeIkilledhimmyself.Iwenttomycar

butIcouldn'tcontainthetears.IfIdidn'tlethergo

nonofthiswouldhavehappened.Iblamemyselfin

allofthis.

.

.

.

★ZAKHELE★



Iranmyfingersonherface,Thedoctorsaidshe

willwakeupinafew.Sheisbeautifulbutshe

pushedmyhandandrevealedamonsterinme.I

sighedandranmyfingerstoherstomach.It

shouldbeholdingourchildinside.

Me:"Samkewakeup"

Isaywhilelookingatherandhereyesflutterabit

beforeshefullyopenshereyesandlooksatme

withtearsinhereyes.

Me:"BabyIamsorry"

Tearslefthereyes.

Me:"Howisyourback?"

Sheissilent.

Me:"Iamtalking"

Samke:"Itburns"

Me:"Whoishe?"

Samke:"Idon't..."

Me:"Samkelisiweyoudon'twanttodrivemecrazy"



Samke:"ZakheleI..."

Iplacedmyhandonherneckandsqueezeditand

shekeptoncrying.

Samke:"Iamsorryplease"

Iletgoofher.

Me:"Lookatwhatyouaremakingmedo."

Ipacedupanddown.

Me:"Youkilledourbaby"

Samke:"Ourbaby?"

Me:"Youmiscarried"

Samke:"Ohgod"

Shestartedweeping.

Me:"Youwantedtokillourchild"

Samke:"Ididn't.YoukilledourchildZakhele!Get

out!"

Me:"Don'tevershoutatmeever!"

"Whatisgoingonhere?"



Itwasmymother.

Samke:"it'syourfault.Idon'twanttoseeyou"

Iwantedtoslapthehelloutofherbutmymother

waslookingatme.

Mom:"GivehersomespaceZakhele"

Iclickedmytongueandwalkedtothedoor.

Mom:"Unxaphelabaniwena?Mmmh?

Ngizokushayaminaangiyenaumnganiwakho

Zakhele(whoareyouclickingyourtongueat?

Mmmh?Iwillhityou,IamnotyourfriendZakhele

)"

Iwalkedoff.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

ThisguyreallycamebackandIjustlookedathim



ashewasleaningbyhiscarfeelingwhateverforce

thatisaroundhimandboostinghisego.Heputhis

handsinhispocketandsmiledshowingoffhis

deepdimples.Iwon'tlie,helookedcutewhile

smiling.

Him:"Sowearegonnastandhere?"

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Him:"Come,Iamtakingyouout"

Me:"Nothankyou"

Heplacedahandonhischest.

Him:"Don'tbruisemyego"

Me:"Idon'tcarereally"

Him:"Comeonbubbles"

Ilookedathimandhesmirked.Heisgoodlooking,

Cleanandhandsome.

Me:"fine!Thisonce"

IwentinsidetotakemybagandIlockedandwent

tohim.



Him:"once?Arewesureaboutthat?"

Hesays.

Me:"Yes"

Him:"Iamnotpreparedtonotseeyouagain

Bubbles"

Me:"wellIam"

Him:"weshallsee,nicebutt"

Me:"Pervert"

Him:"Iamjustsaying"

Me:"mxm"

Igotinandhechuckled.Hegotinhissideandhe

droveoffafterstartingthecar.

Him:"SotellmewhoisVuyelwa"

Me:"HowdoyouknowmynamebecauseIhave

nevertoldyouthat?"

Him:"that'snotimportant.Ijustknow"

Me:"that'sinvasionofmyprivatelife"

Him:"ok,IamsorrybutIjustwanttoknowyou



now"

Isighed.

Me:"Vuyelwaisayoungmothertoa4yearold

daughter.Hasabrotherandliveswithherparents,

Hustlingthroughlife.Yesthatme."

Henodded.

Him:'Iamsureyourdaughterisbeautiful"

Me:"Sheis"

Hesmiles.

Him:"Onedayamanneedstosettleyouknow"

Ilookedathimanhestoleaglaceatme.

Him:"Don'tyouthink"

Me:"YeahIguess"

Him:"Weshallseewherethisgoes"

AndIwonderwhatisThisheisreferringto.

.

.



.

Tobecontinued.
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★LUNELE★

IwearmyhatandIjustlookatherandIsmile,I

don'tknowbutIjustautomaticallysmilewhenIsee

her.Shehasherfeetoccupyingthewholebed.I

guessshecansensenooneisthereandtryingto

takeupthewholespacesoshecouldspiteme.

Herlegsalloverwithherhands.Shedoesn'tcare

howsheissleepingorhowIwillgetinbedaswell.

IchuckleabitandItakemyphoneandIwalktoher

andIperkherforeheadandIrunmyfingersonher

cheek.IremovethemandIwalktothedoorandI



walkout.Igetdownthestairsquicklyandsoon

enoughIamoutside.Thegentsarewaitingforme.

Ndu:"youcantakeyoursweettime"

Me:"Someofushavewomen"

Sihle:"Wedotoo"

Mpande:"Khonaareyouok?"

Hehasbeensilentandhisfaceisred.Clear

indicationhehasbeencryingthewholeday.

Khona:"Yeahsure"

Welefthimlikethat.Hecanhaveatemperso

whenhehascalmeddownwewillask.Ihopedin

thecarwithMpandeandhedroveoff.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Me:"SthandwaSam"



Hehasbeeninthatshowerforoveranhournow.I

don'tthinkhecaresthatthewaterhaswentfrom

hottowarmtocold.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Isayandheliftshisheadfromtheshowerwalland

heturnsitoff.HegetsoutandIhandthetowelto

himandhewrapsitaroundhiswaist.

Me:"Weneedtogohometomorrow.Wecan'tstay

atthehotel"

Ifoldmyarms.

Nhlanhla:"Idon'twanttoNdalo"

Me:"IknowBabakhebutwehavetogohome."

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowhowIfeel"

Me:"It'sok.Youlostyourotherhalf"

Nhlanhla:"Idon'tknowwhatIwoulddoifIloose

you.Idon'tthinkIwouldsurvive,Iwouldkill

myselfjusttofollowyou"

Iplacedmyhandonhischeekandwipedhistear.

Me:"Youwon'tlooseme,Iwon'tlooseyou.Wedie



togetherok.IloveyouandIamstaying"

Nhlanhla:"CanIhugyou?"

Helooksvulnerable.

Me:"youneedahug?"

Henodded.

WesharedahugandheclenchedonmelikeIwas

goingtorunafter.

Nhlanhla:"Icanloseeverythingbutnotyouorthe

boys"

Me:"wearenotdyingNhlanhla,it'soktofeelthe

pain"

Nhlanhla:"it'spiercing"

Me:"Iamsorry"

IwantedtobreakdownbutIhavetobestrongfor

myhusband.Heneedsmenowmorethanever.

Thisismessedupreally.

.

.



.

★SAMKE★

Icouldn'tstopcryingandMah'sarmsarenotdoing

anycomfortingthatIneeded.Sheendedupleaving.

MybackisinpainandIcan'tcontactKhona?Can't

hefindmealreadyandgetmeoutofhere?Imiss

himandIamhurtaswell.MaybehesawthatIama

burdenandheshouldjustletgo,It'smoredifficult

toacceptthatIcan'twalk,Thedoctordidn'tclearify

ifit'spermeantortemporaryparalyzing.Iholdmy

stomach,thisbabywassomethingthatbroughtjoy

tomeeversinceIstartedseeingKhona.He

wouldn'tgetbackwithmewhenIcan'twalk.Tears

keptonstreamingandtheydidn'tstop.Ijustwant

toreleasedfromallthepainIamfeelinginsideof

me.

.

.

.



★ZIKHALI★

Ilookathersippingslowlyonthewineandshe

looksatthetimethenme.Sheisacuteone,Very

cute.

Me:"problem?"

Sheshookherhead.

Vuyelwa:"Iwasrushingtofetchmydaughterbut

mybrothertookher"

Me:"Hesavedmemoretimetobewithyou"

Vuyelwa:"sotellmeaboutyourself"

Me:"Whatdoyouwanttoknow?"

Vuyelwa:"Thethingsthatarenotwrittenonthe

internet"

Ismirked.

Me:"WellIamsingleandhavenochildhopingby

theendofthisyearorthenextsomethinghappens"

Shechoked.



Vuyelwa:"yousingle?"

WellIwasn'tentirelysingle.Mandisaisinthe

picturestillbutIwon'ttellherthatasyet.

Me:"youcouldsayandwhyabeautifulwomanlike

yousingle?"

Shesippedherwine"

Vuyelwa:"Idon'tknow.Itdidn'tworkout"

Me:"luckymethen"

Vuyelwa:"ohMy"

Me:"Iwantyou"

Vuyelwa:"Mmmh?"

Me:"Iwouldliketoseeyourfaceagaintomorrow"

Vuyelwa:"Idon'tknow"

Me:"Iamnotonetobegbutpleasebubbles"

Shesmiled.Sosightful.

Vuyelwa:"Uhmsure"

Me:"Apicnicwithyourdaughter?"



Shefrowned.

Vuyelwa:"Idon'tthinkIwantmydaughtermeeting

astranger"

Me:"Hawu"

Sheshookherhead.

Me:"ok,youandme"

Shenodded.

Me:"it'saDatethen!"

Shegiggledandshookherhead.

Vuyelwa:"youaresomethingelseMntungwa."

Me:"Ihopeit'sallgood"

Shenodded.Iwouldn'tmindmakinghermywife.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★



Wegottotheplaceandweallgotout.Wewentto

checkwherehewasandhewasinhisstudy

makingacall,wecouldseehimfromthewindow.

Theblindswereup.Perfect.

Mpande:"Ndugogetready.Wewillcheckonthe

guards"

Henoddedandwalkedoff.

Lunele:"Iamgoingwithhim."

Me:"surethen"

Khona:"Iamsurehehasoutsidecamera's.Iwill

checkthat"

Mpande:"ok"

Theywalkedoff.Wewenttocheckontheguards.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★



Ineedthisadrenalineandrushjusttogetmyblood

going.Afterallthethingsmyfamilyhasputus

throughIjustneededthistorewindandknow

whereIactuallybelongandit'shere.Thisisthe

onlylifeIknowandnothingelse.Wearesetupata

wonderfulangle.

Lunele:"Youseehim"

Me:"yes"

Lunele:"ok"

IsetupthesniperandIaimedathishead.Hewas

notmovinganymorebutstillonthecall,seemslike

hewasshoutingbutIcouldn'tcareless.

Lunele:"shoot"

Iwasabouttopullthetriggerwhenhesuddenly

wentdown.Someoneshothimandalarmsstarted

goingoff.IlookedaroundbutIsawashadow.

Lunele:"Damnit!Let'sgo"

Wepackedthesniperawayandwenttothecar.We

gotinandjustdroveoffleaving.

Me:"whoshothim?"



Lunele:"hemusthavehadmanyenemies"

Inodded.Wellthejobisdone.

.

.

.

★UNKOWN★

Ihaveneverknewmyfather,onlyheardabouthim.

Ididn'tgettoknowhimwhilegrowingupandhe

wasfromhereinDurban,Kwamashuwhilemy

motherwasfromCapetown.Theymetherewhen

shewasinvarsity.Sheoncetoldmehewasathug

fromtherebuthediedinthehandsofaman.That

manisThismanInfrontofme.Isnuckinhisroom.

Thewindowisopen.FinallyIhavefoundhim.I

knowhiswifehasrecentlydied.That'swhatIknow.

Ihavebeenkeepingtabsonhimwithmy

connections.It'snoteasybeinganassassinbut

nowit'sinmyblood.Iammyfather'sdaughter.I

tookoutmygunandputasilenceronit.Itwillend



here.Ishothisdirectionbutherolledoffthebed

andIjumpedonthebed.Hewasupandherolled

underthebedandIjumpedoffandhegotoffthe

othersideandpulledoutagunfromhisboxersand

pointeditatme.Angerfilledmeup.

Me:"Beaniceboyandputitdown"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"youwon'ttellmethatshityoukid!"

HesaidandIshothisshoulderandhegroanedand

shotthesideofmystomach.Iheldit.Itwas

burning.

Me:"Fuck"

Siyanda:"Whoareyou?"

Me:"youkilledmyfather"

Siyanda:"whoisthefather?Don'ttellmeAiza"

Me:"No,Dimani"

Siyanda:"Itwaseitherhimorme"

Igroaned.



Me:"Iwillmakeyourlifealivinghell"

Ispatonthefloorandjumpedoffthewindow.I

landedonthegroanedandpickedmyselfup.

.

.

.

★SIYANDA★

Ihavekilledmanypeopleinmylifetimeonlyfor

protection.Dimaniwasoneofthem.Iwasinmy

20's.Weusedtobegoodfriendsbutthingsturned

around.Territoryandalsofeelingsuperiorthanthe

other.Weturnedtoenemiesandheorderedahiton

mejusttoremovemebutitwasn'tsuccessful.It

waseithermeorhimandIhadtotakehimout.He

washardbutwithNhlanhla'sImanagedtogetthat

done.Isitonthebedandgroan.Myshoulderis

burningbutit'snothingIcannotendure.Igotothe

bathroomsoIcanwashitabitbeforeIremovethe

bullet.Howdidthatchildfindme?Ididn'tknowhe



hadachild.MaybewithMaphindi.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Iamlookingathim.Hightimehelearnsnotto

leaveatnight,hethinksIamafoolthisone.Iam

lookingathimwhilestretchinghimself.

Lunele:"thecouchisuncomfortable"

Me:"youneedtogetusedtoitwhenyouleaveat

dodgyhours."

Lunele:"NgiyaxolisaMphefumulowami(Iamsorry

mysoul)"

Me:"YouthinkIamjokingLunele"

Hecomescloserandheplaceshisclothesonthe

bedasheisinhisboxersandpullsmetohim.

Lunele:"Iwon'tdothatagain"



Me:"Don'tlie."

Lunele:"Ipromise"

Me:"ok"

Lunele:"canIgetagoodmorningkiss"

Me:"youdon'tdeserveit"

Lunele:"Babe"

Ishookmyheadandgotoffhishold.

Lunele:"Ntokomaloyouabstainusnowyoudon't

wanttokissme"

Me:"Yes"

Lunele:"Mxm"

Me:"Areyoutalking?"

Lunele:"no"

Me:"IthoughtIheardsomething"

Lunele:"Justkissme"

Heissulking.Ilaughedcausehelookssocute.

Usuallyheisserious.Ileanedforward.



Me:"ok"

Igavehimaperkandlefthimlikethat.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

SihledecidedtotakemeoutaroundDurbanandI

amthrilled.Iwantedustogotothebeachbecause

Ihaveneverbeenreallytooneandheagreesthat

wedoso.HesaysweshouldgotoUshakaMarine

insteadsowecanseealltheseaanimalsandthen

wecangotothebeachafter.Iliketheideaandhis

homeisnearthebeachsothat'slikeamazing.

HonestlysayingSihleissuchapatientmanandI

lovethatabouthim.Weshouldbegoingtohis

homesteadbuthesaidthefamilysaidweshould

comeuntilthefuneralastheydiscoveredshocking

newsthatmightupsettheboyswhenseeing

Khona'sfather.IunderstandandhonestlyIamnot



reallyuptoplayingwifeinaplaceIamnotmarried

itbutthatdoesn'tmeanIwouldn'thelpout.

WegottoUshakaandwenttowatchtheDolphins

show.Iwasamazed.LikeIamseeinganactual

dolphins.ItwasamazingandSihlekeptonholding

myhand.Afterthatwewenttothisbigshipand

insidewaslikeamazing.Iwonderhoweverything

wasmadebythesepeople.Wegettoseejellyfish

andsharks,Nemo,Iamjustkiddingbutclownfish

wegettoseeallofthat.

Me:"Sihlecomeseethis"

Ipointedandhecametowardsmeandheldmy

waist.

Sihle:"yesbabe"

Me:"Look"

Ipointedattheschooloffishandhekissedmy

neckandIgiggled.Ittickled.

Me:"weareinapublicplace.

Sihle:"yousaidIshouldthrowinakisshereand

there"



Me:"notlikethis"

Sihle:"Iloveyou"

Iturnedtolookathim,Iblushed.

Sihle:"Don'tsayanything.Ilikethatexpression"

Igiggled.

Me:"ohBoy"

Hechuckled.Wereallyenjoyedtherestoftheday

together.Ilovespendingtimewithhim.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Iwasdischargedtoday,AllofmyhairgoneandI

amherewiththisbaldhead.Myheadisshaped

weirdlyandIjustdon'tlikehowit'sshaped.Nduis

waitingformeasIgetreadyandIamdonequickly.

Ndu:"howareyoufeeling?"



Me:"Ok"

Henods.

Me:"are...areyoufine?"

Henods

Ndu:"let'sgo"

Me:"Howishe?"

Iask.Helooksatme.

Ndu:"Heisok"

Inodded.Iamabitscared.Wewalkedoutand

wenttohiscar.Igotinandsoashimandhe

startedthecarandhedroveoff.Ilookedoutofthe

windowwhileatit.

Ndu:"Ndaloisnotavailableatthemoment"

Me:"youcallherbyname?"

Ilookedathim.

Ndu:"sometimes.Notallthetime"

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Iwouldnever."



Ndu:"Why?Sheisfinewithit"

Me:"Shewillhitme"

Helaughed.

Ndu:"Sheiscrazybutthesweetest"

Inodded.Hesighsheavily.

Ndu:"IwishIwantborninthisfamily."

Hesays.

Me:"Whydoyousayso?"

Doesheknowhowluckyheis.

Ndu:"It'snotallblackandwhiteCeliwe,Thereare

shadesofgreyinbetween"

Iwonderwhatmakeshimsaythis.

Me:"Whydoyousayso?"

Ndu:"Alotofsecretswerekeptawayonlytofind

outthateverythingisallalie.Mylifeisalie,

everything"

Me:"itnotalie.Theyjusthidthetruth.Idon't

knowwhattosaytomakeyoufeelbetterbecauseI



don'tknowhowyouarefeeling."

Ndu:"Iwishmyparentswerestillalive"

HesaysandIlookathim.

Me:"IwishIknewmine"

Ilookedoutofthewindow.Hetouchesmythigh.

Ndu:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sfine.It'slife"

Thereissilencethereafter.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Ididn'twanttobutIneededtofindSamke,Dad

wastheonlypersonIcouldaskforthiskindofhelp

from.MymindiseverywhereIjustcan'tthink

straight.Iwenttomygrandmother'shouseandI

greeted.



MaK:"Ohgcinoz(lastborn),Yoursiblingsarehere

"

Me:"Iwillseethemlatergogo"

MaK:"Whatdoyouneed?"

Me:"CanIseedad?"

Shelookedatme.

MaK:"Okfollowme"

Ifollowafterherandwegettotheroom.She

knocksandopensthedoorandshewalksinside

andshepeaksherhead.

MaK:"Siyanda...khonawantstoseeyou"

"Lethimin"

Iwalkinsideandwejustlookateachother.Idon't

wanttoseehimbutIhavenochoicebecauseI

needhishelpatthemoment.

MaK:"Iwillbeinthekitchen"

Inodanshewalksoutclosingthedoor.

Dad:"Khona.."



Me:"Ineedyourhelpinfindingsomeone"

Dad:"canwetalkfirst?"

Me:"wehavenothingtotalkabout"

Dad:"Justthisonce"

Iheavedasighandhepattedthespacenexttohim

andIwenttosit.

Dad:"Ihavenothingtosay"

Ilookedathim.

Dad:"Iamsorryfornotbeingthefatherthatyou

should'vehad.Everythingthathappenedismy

fault.Ishould'vetriedhardertofightwhatever

Thabisiledidtomebutthatdoesn'tmeanIblame

herforkillingNdu'sfather.Iamtheonewhopulled

thetriggerandIamtheonefallingresponsiblefor

that.IamsorryfornotlovingyouenoughandI

wishyoucanforgivemeonedayforthat.Just

forgiveness,It'suptoyouifyouwanttocutmeout

ofyourlifeornot."

Ilookedathim.

Me:"didyoulovemom?"



Helookedatme.

Dad:"Somuch(smiling)ThefirsttimeImetherI

wastaken."

Me:"Tellmestoriesabouther"

Hesmiled.HisfacelitupfromthatandIknewthat

hemustreallylovedher.

Dad:"Yourmother,Imetherwhenshewasstill

withNdu'sfather.ThattimeAizaandHerwereona

roughpatch.Shewastakenawaytoasafehouse

forsafetypurposes.Iwouldalwaysspendmytime

withherwhenIcouldandshedidwithmeaswell.

Onedaythingsgotheatedforus..."

Me:"skipthatpart.Idon'twanttohearit"

Hechuckled.

Dad:"wehadastrongbond,wecamebackand

shewentbacktoherhusbandandfoundouthe

cheated.HehitheranditwasthefirsttimeIshot

atNdu'sfatherforhittingyourmotherandItookher

awayandcametoDurbanwithher.Shefell

pregnantwithyouandthingsweregooduntil...Until



Thabisilesurfacedandthat'swhenyourmotherand

Idrifted.Istilllovedhersomuch.Istilldo,she

wentbacktoherhusbandandtheyseemtofixed

things.Youwerebornand....yeah"

Me:"Youbothcausedmompain"

Henodded.

Dad:"IwishIdidbetter"

Me:"Itsdonenow.It'sok"

Dad:"whatdoyouneedhelpwith?"

Me:"Iamlookforthiswomanandshedisappeared

onme.HernameisSamkelisiwe"

Dad:"Girlfriend?"

Ismiled.

Dad:"ohIsee.Youareblushinglikeagirl"

Ichuckled.

Me:"Ineedtofindher.Iamworried,herfiance

abusesherandthehelpersaidsheisinahospital

justnotsure.HerfianceshotherthedayIdropped

her"



Dad:"Iwilltellyouinthenexthour"

Me:"Thanksthen"

Istoodup.

Dad:"Usakhona"

Ilookedathim.

Dad:"dodifferently"

Me:"Iwill"

HenoddedandIwalkedoutofthedoor.

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Celiwefellasleepthroughthewholeride.Wegotto

thehouseandIcarriedherinside.Alwandewas

fussingaboutwhereshewasandwhyisherhair

gonebutMpandetoldheralltheanswerswillbe

availablelater.IplacedheronthebedandI



coveredherbodyandsheopenedhereyes.

Celiwe:"WhereamI?"

Me:"thehouse"

Celiwe:"oh"

Me:"Sleep"

Celiwe:"CanIhavehimnexttome?"

Me:"Who?"

Celiwe:"Mybaby"

Inodded.

Me:"letmegofetchhim"

Iwentoutandwenttogetherchild.Cutestthing

ever,IsoundGayIknowbutthebabyisappealing

attheeyes.Igotintheroomandshelookedatme.

Ihandedthebabytoherandshewashesitant

beforeshetookthebabyandcradledit.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

Shesmiledandplayedwithhishand.

Celiwe:"ease.I...IthinkIlovehimalready"



Shelookedupatmeandsmiled.Igotonthebed.

Me:"youthink?"

Celiwe:"Helooksamazing"

Shesmiled.

Me:"hedoes"

Celiwe:"Idon'twanttoletgoofhim"

Igotcloserandwebothlookedatthebaby.

Me:"Youshouldrest"

Celiwe:"pleasedon'tleaveasyet"

Inodded,Ihuggedher.

Me:"Iamnotgoinganywhere"

Shenodded.

.

.

.

★GUGU★



Me:"Zinhleiscomingnextweek,Iamexcited"

Sihle:"metoo"

Ismiledanddrankmybeverage.Wewerehaving

lunchnow.

Me:"Iwouldn'tmindlivinginDurbanonceImake

thosecoins"

Sihle:"whataboutmeandZinhle?"

Me:"Youcanmovewithme"

Igiggledandhechuckled.

Sihle:"wecouldjustgetmarriedandmovehere"

Ilookedathimandlookedaway.

Sihle:"Gugu"

Me:"Sihle"

Sihke:"DidIsaysomethingwrong?"

Me:"no,youdidn't"

Sihle:"youdon'tlookfineanymore"

Me:"Iamfine"



Ifakedasmile.AsmuchasIamlikingSihle,I

don'twanttolovehimwithmywholeheartjustto

loosehim.Marriageissomethingthatisscaryfor

me.SomethingIhaveneverthoughtofandIdon't

thinkIwilleverthinkoff.

Sihke:"Iknowthatsmile"

Ilookathim.

Sihle:"Babyringanami(talktome)"

Me:"Angaziufunangithini(Idon'tknowwhatyou

wantmetosay)"

Sihle:"UvelewathulaNgikhulumangomshado

(youjustkeptquietwhenItalkedaboutmarriage)"

Me:"Oh"

Ifocusedonmyfood.

Sihle:"bukafuthi(lookagain)"

Me:"it'snothingSihleIpromise."

Hejustkeepsquiet.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

HewascryinghislungsoutandIputhimonthe

bed,hetriedtotouchmebutImovedhishands

awayfromme.

Me:"Don'ttouchmeMpande"

Mpande:"'Babylet'stalk"

Me:"Aboutwhat?"

Mpande:"Iwasjoking"

Me:"Don'tever,Imeaneverjokeaboutyouhaving

droughtandthrowinginacheatingjoke.Don't"

Mpande:"Iamsorry"

Iclickedmytongueandchangedmyson'snappy

andIfinished.

Mpande:"baby"

Me:"Come"



ItookmybabyandIlefthimthere.

Mpande:"Alwande"

AsmuchasIloveMpandebutIwouldrathertorture

myselfbeingwithouthimthanbeingwithhimifhe

keepsthisup.Iwon'tstandnonsenseatall..

.

.

.

Tobecontinued.
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★SAMKE★

Iwaslookingatthetvwiththenurseandmyeyes

closed.Ifeelbetterbutalsosadatthesametime.

ItdawnstomethatIreallyhavenooneandZakhele



ismyonlyfamily.Thenursehelpsmebacktobed

aftershehelpedmewithbathing.

Her:"Iamsorry"

Shesays.Ihaven'theardanythingfromhisfamily

buthismothercametoseemeandshewasin

distress.Iwillbedischargedsoonandtakentohis

home.AfterthatIdon'tknowwhereIwillgo,I

dependedonthatman.Thenursefinishesupand

walksout.Tearsstreamdownmycheeks

unexpectedly.Ifeelairleavingmybody.Ihave

neverwishedforhimtodie,justchange.

"Samke"

Iwipemytearsandlookatthedoorandheis

standingthere.Heisinasuit,somethingIhave

neverseenhiminanddoubtIwilleveragain.He

comescloserandhetouchesmyfaceandwipes

mytears.Ipushtherestbackandhelooksatme.

Khona:"Ihavebeenlookingforyou"

Iamgladheishere.

Me:"Really?"



Henoddedandkissedmyforehead.

Khona:"Iwasworried.Ididn'tsleep"

HechuckledandIjoinedin.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hekeptoncaressingme.

Me:"youcamefromsomewhere?"

Khona:"no.Iamsupposedtobeatafuneral.My

stepmotherisgettingburriedtoday"

Me:"Youshouldgo.It'simportant"

Khona:"no,youareimportantrightnow."

Me:"Usakhona"

Khona:"Don'tworry.Iamhere"

Iamscaredofbeingdependableonanotherman.I

trustKhonajustdon'ttrustthefuture.Iamgladhe

ishere.

.

.

.



★SIPHEPHELO★

Ilookedatmyselfthroughthemirror.Iamscared

,MaybemomwillcatchonsoonerthatIam

pregnant.Ihavebeenavoidinganyfamilymeber

especiallytheelders.Theycantellveryquicklyif

youarepregnant.MyphoneringsandIgoandtake

it.It'sSakhileandmyinsidesturn.

Me:"Sakhile"

Sakhile:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Nauseatedbutok"

Isitonthebed.

Sakhile:"Imissyou"

Me:"Iamcrossingmyfingersthatmomdoesn't

findoutnow.It'stoosoonforher"

Sakhile:"Iamnotgoinganywhereok?Anything

thathappensknowIamhere"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iknow.Iloveyouforthat"



Sakhile:"Iloveyoutoo,Ngizokubona(Iwillsee

you)"

Me:"ok,bye"

Hehungup.Istoodupfromthebed.Therewasa

knockonthedoorandIwenttoopenanditwas

Sihle.

Sihle:"littlesis"

Me:"youknowIcameoutfirst"

Herolledhiseyesandwalkedin.

Sihle:"weareleaving"

Me:"Ohletmegetmybag"

Sihle:"momwascomplainingofnotseeingyou"

Me:"Iwillvisither.Schoolisnotabedofroses"

Hejustsquintedhiseyes.

Me:"Whenareyougettingajob?"

Sihle:"I'mjustwaiting"

Me:"mmmh,Youguysarejustshady."

Sihle:"Comelet'sgo"



Itookmyclutchandhetookmyhand.Wewalked

out.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Ilookedatherandshelookedatthetv,Isatdown

andkeptmystareconstantandshelookedaway.

Me:"Samke"

Shelookedatme.

Me:"Iamhere"

Samke:"Khona"

Me:"mmmh"

Samke:"Idon'tknowwheretofromhere"

Me:"itsok,Iwillfigureitout"

Samke:"Idon'twantyoutofigureoutthingsforme.

Iwanttodothat.Idon'twanttobedependenton



you"

Me:"SamkeIamnotyourex"

Samke:"Iknow."

Me:"wewillfigurethingsout"

ShesighedandIstoodupandperkedherlips.

Me:"howareyoufeeling?"

Samke:"mybackispainingfromtimetotime"

Me:"whatdidtheDrsay?"

Samke:"Ican'tusemylegs,Idon'tknowifit's

permanentortemporary"

Me:"nothingisimpossible,youwillbeok"

Samke:"Ican'twalk"

Me:"Idon'tcare.Iloveyouthat'sallthatmatters."

Shesmiled.Ireturnedthefavour.

Samke:"gotothefuneral"

Me:"no,Iwanttobehere."

Isatdown.Shelookedatme.



.

.

.

★NDALO★

Thesharpsobsandcriesfrommymotherinlaw

weresomethingIwasexpectingbutshewassilent

soasherson.MaKheldherwrinkledhandsand

shejustsmiled.Allshekeptonsayingwas,My

daughterwastheonewhowassupposedtobury

mebutIguessGodwantedhertocomefirstsothat

Icanfollowherbehind.Nhlanhla'soldersisters

weretheonescrying.IheldNhlanhla'shand

throughouttheservice.Siyandawasinadistance

justsilentaswell.Theceremonywasverybeautiful

anddignified.It'sconfirmedthatit'ssuicide.No

fingerprintseitherthanher'swerefoundsothe

casewasclosed.

Thesoundofthesoillandingonthewoodwasa

tapintoourrealitythateverythingthatishappening

isreallyhappening.EveryoneleftafterThabisile's



gravewasclosedupandNhlanhlajustwentonhis

kneesandIwenttostandatafardistancesoI

couldgivehimsomespace.Iwatchedhimtouch

thesoilmakinghimselfdirtybuthedidn'tseemto

carenormind.Hebrokedownafterthat,Iwanted

togoandcomforthimbutsomethinginmetoldme

Ishouldlethimbeforawhile.Ihaveneverseen

Nhlanhlalikethisanditbreaksmyheart.Iamthe

onewhousuallycriesandheholdsmeandassures

methateverythingwillbeok.It'smyturntodothe

same.IgotohimandIgodowntohislevelandI

pullhimtomychest.Idon'tsayanythingbutIwant

himtofeelthatIamhereandIamnotgoing

anywhere.Itwillallbeok.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Mntungwa,thatmanissomethingelse.Hissmile

alonejustmakesmyinsidesturn.Iamnot



consideringanyrelationshipwithhim.WhyamI

eventhinkingaboutthatwhenhehasn'thintedhe

wantsthatbutIamjustbeingprepared.Hetook

meoutonapicnicanditwasamazing.Wegotto

knoweachother.Heiscockybutsomehowit

makeshimsexywithhistraditionalself.Hetoldme

howtraditionalhisfamilyisandshowedmescars

fromitaswell.Thoseritualsdoneathishome.

Theycandoit,minaIcan't.Onethinghesaidafter

thatwas"toobadbecauseasmywifeyouhaveto"

Iignoredthatstatement.ItookSthatogoandget

herhairdone.Thefestiveseasonisapproaching

aswellandsheneedstogetsomebraidsdone

beforeSakhilecomestofetchustomorrowsowe

cangoChristmasshoppingforher.Ican'tbelieveit

hasbeen4fullyearshavingthisangelinmylife.

MpenduloandIarecoolandwearefriends,He

postedalittlebabyboyafewdaysagoandIfelt

broken.Heartbroken,Didhecheatonmeor

something?Themostfrustratingthinghedidis

thathedidn'tcaptionthepicturewithhintsifit'shis

ornotsoItoldmyselfthatit'shis.



Stha:"MamaIdon'tknowZinhle"

Shesays.

Me:"Idon'tknow,shemoved"

Shedidn'tlookpleased.

Me:"come,taketheplasticsowecango"

Sheranandtookitandweleftthehousesoshe

cangetbraided.Myphonerangwhilewewere

walkingdownthestreet.Ianswered

Me:"hello"

"YouoccupymymindwaytoomuchMiss"

Ismiled.

Me:"Zikhali"

Zikhali:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Ok,Iamgoodandyourself?"

Zikhali:"Iamhappytohearyourvoice"

Me:"cheesy"

Hechuckled.



Zikhali:"IwasdoingsomeworksoIthoughtof

callingyou"

Me:"thoughtful.Youshouldcallyourgirlfriend

after"

Zikhali:"isntthatwhatIamdoing?"

Irolledmyeyessmiling.It'sautomaticandIcan't

controlit.

Me:"Idon'trememberbeingyourgirl"

Zikhali:"Ok,Vuyelwa"

Me:"yes?"

Zikhali:"CanItakeyououttoseethemost

amazinglightsfromthetallestbuildingin

Johannesburg?"

Me:"mmmh,Idon'tknow"

Zikhali:"please"

Me:"ok,Iwouldbehonoured"

Zikhali:"Thankyou.YouarelovedbyMntungwa

neh?"



Igiggled.

Me:"ByeMntungwa"

Hechuckledandwehungup.Iwassmiling.

Stha:"mommywhoisMntungwa?"

Me:"nothingbaby"

Wekeptonwalking.

.

.

.

★ZIKHALI★

"Baby"

Thesmileonmyfacedisappearedassheopened

thedoorandpeakedherheadbeforeshewalkedin

myofficeandplacedtheshoppingbagsonmy

studytable.

Mandisa:"lookwhatIstumbleduponatthemall."

ShestartedrummagingthroughasIlookedather.



Me:"Thenotificationskeptoncomingin"

Mandisa:"yesbaby,Ineededthese"

Shetookouttheshoes.Theyarethesameasthe

oneshehasjustdifferentcolor.

Mandisa:"Red!Ifinallyfoundthiscolour"

Me:"Mandisaweneedtotalk"

Shelooksatme.

Mandisa:"whatiswrong?"

Me:"Sitdown"

Shedoesandlooksatme.

Me:"YouknowIloveyouright?"

Shenods.

Mandisa:"Iloveyoutoo,Wehavelovedeachother

sincehighschoolZikhali,Whyareyousayingthis

?"

Me:"BecauseIdon'twanttostringyoualong"

Mandisa:"whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"IloveyoubutIamnotinlovewithyoubut



someoneelse"

Herfaceturnssour.

Mandisa:"whoisshe?"

Me:"Don'tdothistoyourself"

Shestoodupcrying.

Mandisa:"Babywecanfixwhateveritisplease"

Istoodupandwenttoembraceher.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Ikissedherforeheadandshesobbedonmychest

whileholdingme.Ihateseeingawomancry,it

makesmefeeluncomfortable.

.

.

.

★SIYANDA★

Iplacedallherclothesonthebedandsmeltthem

onebyone.IhavelosttwowomenIlovedwithmy



wholeheart.Ishouldjustfollowafterthem.I

wantedtotalktoNdubutfiguredtogivehimsome

time,Hehaseveryrighttobeangryanddo

anythinghewantswithme

IsitonthebedandlayonThabisile'sclothes.I

don'tknowwheretogofromhere,Idon'tknowhow

Ican'tevenstartcomfortingmydaughterwhenI

can'tdothatwithmyself.Ihaven'thealedfrom

Siza'sdeathsohowwillIbeabletogiveher

comfortonthisone.Iclosemyeyesand

notificationscomefrommyphoneandIcheckit

andit'sabanknotification.R20000wastaken

frommyaccount.Istoodupandwalkedout.

Me:"Mpande!"

Iwalkedthroughthehouseandhewasinthe

kitchen.Heturnedtome.

Mpande:"Malume(uncle)"

Me:"canyoutracewhotookthismoney?"

Igavehimmyphoneandhetookit.Anotherone

came.



Mpande:"Woah!"

Me:"what?"

Mpande:"another10Kistaken.

Me:"Blockitorsomething"

Hetypes.

Mpande:"justdid.Iamgonnaneedmycomputer

forthis"

Hewalksoff.Ifollowhim.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Iamtryingmyhardesttonotgobacktothecoke,

TherearedayswhereIcraveitthemostbutIam

resistingandit'sworkingforme.Theonlything

thatcanreplacemycravingfornowisacigarette.I

amoutsidewhileeveryonewaseating.Somehave



left,momanddadhaven'tcamebackfromwhere

theyare.Iamstandingbythegardensmoking

whiletheafternoonbreezeisstartingtogetcold.I

feelhandsaroundmywaistandbythescentIknow

whoitis.

Ntokomalo:"Youdontrunoutofthingstodo"

Ichuckleandshegiggled.

Me:"It'sbetterthanhavingsomethingupmynose."

Ntokomalo:"Ifyoudon'tsmokeeverydaythenyes"

Me:"Iwilltry"

Ntokomalo:"Pleasedo"

Thereissilence.

Me:"Ntokomalo."

Ntokomalo:"mmmh?"

Me:"doyouexpecttogetmarried?"

Sheissilentforamoment.

Ntokomalo:"shouldIbehonest?

Me:"yesbaby"



Ntokomalo:"No,Idon'treally.Iamcontentwith

whatwehave"

Ismiled.

Me:"ok"

Ntokomalo:"you"

Me:"ithasnevercrossedmymindtillnow"

Ntokomalo:"IamfinejustbeingNtokomalo"

Me:"kids?"

Ntokomalo:"whenIhavedonesomethingwithmy

life"

Me:"Ok"

Itookapuffandturnedtoherandshekissedmy

lipsandIresponded.Shebrokeit.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shesmiled.

Ntokomalo:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.



.

Tobecontinued
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[MONTHSLATER]

★NTOKOMALO★

Life,Wellit'swonderful,Ihavestartedgoingto

schoolsoIcanmaticulateandthenLunelesaidI

canapplyforvarsity.Iwanttostudynursingand

becomeone.Hewasn'thappyaboutmycareer

choicebutIwanttodoit.SomethingIam

passionateabout.HestillasksmeifmaybeIdon't

wanttobeaDrbutno,Iwanttobeanurse.That's

whatIwanttobe.Khonadoesn'tlivewithus

anymore.Hehasagirlfriendandtheylivetogether.



Weseeherhereandthereattimes.Itsmorningand

Iamgettingreadyforschool.Itakemybagand

booksfrommybedandIwalkout.LuneleIstillthe

same,Ihaven'tseenchangeandalwayswonder

wherehismoneycomesfrom.Sincehedoesn't

workIfiguredhedoessomethingillegalandIdon't

wanttoaskIncaseIamatthefireryendofthe

policeandunderaliedetectortest.

Lunele:"Ntokomaloyouaregonnabelate"

Iwalkedout.

Me:"Ok,sorryIamhere"

Ikissedhislips.

Lunele:"youdidn'thavebreakfast"

Me:"Iwillbuyitontheway"

Lunele:"Comeke"

HewalkedoutandIfollowed.Thehousewas

lockedandIgotinandsodidhim.Hestartedthe

caranddroveoff.

Lunele:"Whereareyougonnabuyit?"



Me:"McDonald'splease"

Henoddedandjustsmiled.

Me:"What?"

Lunele:"Ijustfeelproudofyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"iamgratefultohaveyouinmylife"

Lunele:"MetooMphefumulowami(mySoul)"

Me:"Guguinvitedusforlunch"

Lunele:"Iamnotpreparedreally"

HegroanedandIlookedathim.

Me:"Beniceplease"

Lunele:"Shecries,sheshouts,sheblamesus,

tellsonus.Ican'tdealwithhermoodswings,I

don'tknowhowSihleandMpandedealwiththat."

Me:"that'swhatyouaregonnadealwithifyou

knockmeup"

Helookedatme.

Lunele:"ifyousayitlikethat,Iguessit'snotabad



idea"

Me:"HaiboLunele"

Lunele:"iamjokingbaby,Iamnotreadyforachild

"

Me:"Iamgladweareonthesamepageaboutthat

"

HeshookhisheadandIsmiled.Iamluckytohave

beensavedbythisangel.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Ndalo:"whydon'tyoueatSisi?"

Me:"Ihaveanassignmentduemidnightmom,I

can'teat"

Shesmilesandjumpedonthebeddisturbingme.

Me:"m...."



Ndalo:"wearegoingoutcome"

Me:"butI..."

Ndalo:"let'sgobeforeMpendulocomesdownwith

thatlittlerascal"

Iblushedunexpectedly.Nowearenotdatingwith

Ndu,heisaniceguywholovesmysonorshouldI

sayheisobsessed.Lastmonthhewashereand

tokhimawaysayingtheyneedtobetogetheras

boysforamonthwithoutme.Ionlyagreed

becauseIamswampedinschoolwork.

Ndalo:"thatsmile."

Me:"it'snothing"

Ndalo:"NothingthatMpenduloisnotdoing"

Me:"Iamserious.Mom"

Ndalo:"Youaredating?"

Me:"no,Ihaveneverbeenforthat"

Ndalo:"come.Youwilltellmeaboutyourcrush

then"

Shepullsmeupandclosesmylaptop.



Ndalo:"Goandwearshoesmissy"

Igoandwearmyshoes,IlovethewayNdalotreats

melikeherowndaughter.Evenherdaughterlikes

me.Wegetalongjustfinewhensheisthisside.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

HewalkedinthebedroomslowlyandIsatup

wipingmytearsandhelookedatme.

Mpande:"CanIwalkin?"

Inoddedslowlyandhewalkedcloserandsaton

thebed.

Mpande:"BabyIamsorry"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Hechuckledandwipedmytears.

Me:"IjustwantchickenMpandethat'sall"



Mpande:"It'sonitswayBaby"

Me:"Whereismyson?"

Mpande:"byauntyKamo."

Me:"Whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Mpande:"heisok"

Iwipedmytearsandsniffed.

Mpande:"canIkissyou?"

InodandhekissedmylipsandIresponded.

Mpande:"IloveyouLwande"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Hesmiled.

Mpande:"it'sgrowing"

Iputmyhandoverhisandsmiled.

Me:"Yes."

Mpande:"it'saprincessthistime"

Igiggled.

Me:"wewillsee"



HekissedmyforeheadandIclosedmyeyes.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Me:"Khonastop,pleasestop"

Hestoppedkissingmeandlookedatme.Ilooked

athimwithglossyeyes.

Khona:"babywhat'swrong?"

Me:"Iamscared."

Hekeptonlookingatme.

Khona:"it'sok"

Me:"IfeelreadybutIfeelinsecure"

Khona:"It'sok,IloveyouSamke.That'simportant.

Wearegonnagetmarried(kissesmyneck)Have

babies(Kissesmystomach)Haveeachother"

HekissedmylipsandIresponded.



Me:"itwillbeboring.Ican'tmovemylegs"

Khona:"Itwon'tbe.Itwillbespecial"

Inodded.

Me:"Ok,Youcancarryon"

Hekissesmylips.Heholdsmylegs.

Me:"BabyIdon'tthinkIwillbeabletofeelanything

"

Igaspedwhilerollingmyeyesback,Ibitmybottom

lipandmoaned.

Khona:"youfeelthat?"

Inodded.

Khona:"wordsbaby"

Me:"yes"

Khona:"Goodthen"

Hestartedmovingandmyhandswenttohisback.

Me:"Usakhona"

Khona:"yesbaby"



IfeltsomethingIhaveneverfeltbeforeinsideofme.

LikeallthetimesIhavebeenintimatewithZakhele

wereverywrongandwithKhonait'ssodamnright

andgood.Icouldsaywebecameone.Icouldfeel

everyemotionheislayingthroughthis.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

IjustcamebackfromdroppingZinhle,Shehas

officiallystartedgradeRnowandsoonshewillbe

ingradeone.Ihaveneverfeltthiscontentwith

whatIhave.Ihavedecidedtostopbeingan

assassinandjustfocusonmyfamily.Inowwork

asanITspecialistinsomemobilecompany.It'snot

whatIwould'vewentforbutitgetsmespending

timewithmydaughterandGuguaswellandkeep

themawayfromanydangeraswell.Iputthemfirst

beforeanythinginmylife.Isoldtheflatand

decidedtogetamuchcomfortablespaceand



boughtahouse.3bedroomandtwobathsina

goodneighbourhood.Dadcontributedinthe

furnitureonlybecausemomaskedhimandhecan't

saynotohiswife.Heloveshersomuch.Ihavea

dayofftodaysoIwantedtomakeitaspecialday

formeandGuguandshesaidsheishostingdinner

sothat'sperfectaswell.

Me:"Gugu"

IputthecarkeysonthecoffeetableandIwentto

thebedroom.Shewaswearingadoekoverher

head.

Gugu:"myhairisamess"

Me:"Youlookbeautiful"

Gugu:"Iamfat."

Shesays.Ilookedather,Idon'tseewhatsheis

talkingabout.Iwenttoherandheldherfrom

behind.

Me:"Idon'tseethat"

Gugu:"That'sbecauseyoudon'tfeelit"

Ikissedherneck.Iknockedherupthefirsttimewe



wereintimate.AllIcansayisthatshedidn'ttalkto

mefor2monthsanditwastortureuntilcravings

kickedinandshehadnochoice.Shewasangryat

mebutnowwearegood.Wellalmost.

Me:"Iamsorry"

Gugu:"Sihle"

Me:"Baby"

Welookedateachotherfromthelongmirror.She

placesherhandonherbump.

Gugu:"Iamscaredofanotherpainlikebefore"

Shesays.

Me:"Iknow"

Sheissilent.

Me:"Itwon'thappen.Iwillmakesureyoudon'tfeel

itagain."

Gugu:"Idon'tknow"

Iturnedheraround.

Me:"Iamalwayshereok?"



ShenoddedandIwipedherfallingtears.

Me:"Babydon'tcry"

Gugu:"Iamsorry"

SheheldontomeandIheldherclosetome.

Me:"shh"

.

.

.

★MPENDULO★

Mom:"Baby"

Shewalkedinsidetheroom.

Me:"heisasleep"

Shesmiled.

Mom:'youwouldmakeagreatfatheroneday"

Me:"youthink?"

Ilookedather.Shetouchedmyshoulder.



Mom:"Iknowyouwill"

Ismiled.

Mom:"Whenareyouleaving?"

Me:"Earlysowecanarrivewhileit'sstilldaytime"

Shenodded.

Mom:"Ndu"

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"Pleasedosomethingproductive.Idon't

wanttolooseyouboy"

Shelookspained.Iswallow.

Me:"Iwill"

Shenodsandsmiles.

Mom:"youaremylastborn.Iwantwhat'sbest"

ShehugsmeandIhugherback.

Me:"yesmom"

Shenods.Ikissherforehead.

.



.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Thedayendedsooner.Iwantedtoleavevery

quicklybeforemyLifescienceteacherstartstalking.

Heisyoung.Moreorlessmyage22yearsifIam

notmistakenorayearolder.Helikescallingmeby

thesideandhasbeenaskingformynumber,heis

cuteandallbutmyboyfriend,Myboyfriendis

everything.That'slikegoingfromiphonetono

phonetome.Hispersonalitydoesn'thavethat

dominanceLunelesometimeshasandIneedthat

becauseIcanbestubbornandchallengingaswell.

"Ntokomalo"

Igroanandpausebythedoorandeveryonewalks

out.Iturnaroundandhesmiles.

Me:"Sir"

Him:"callmeBanele"

Me:"Iprefernotto"



Him:"CanItakeyououttolunchatleast?"

Me:"UhmIcan'tdolunchsorry"

Him:"Iwillseeyoutomorrowthen.Youlook

beautifullikealways"

Me:"Thankyou"

Iwalkedoutoftheclassrushing.IsawLunele

waitingformeandIgottohim.Hewasleaningby

hiscarwithhandsinhispocket.WhywouldIleave

thisforthatagain?

Lunele:"whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhenmyboyfriendisattracting

everygirlwithhisgoodlooks"

Hechuckledandbrushedhisface.

Lunele:"wellIdon'tknowaboutGirlsbutgood

looksyeahIcanrelate"

Welaughed,hehithisbottomlipandpulledmeby

mywaisttohim.

Lunele:"Wozangimanqaze(comeletmekiss)"

Igladlygavehimakiss.Iheardsomeoneclear



theirthroatandwestoppedandLunelefrowned

whileIturned.It'stheteacher.

Lunele:"canwehelpyou?"

Him:"ImighthelpyouNtokomalo"

Lunele:"What'sthatsupposedtomean.

Ungangijwayelisan(don'tshitonme)"

Me:"Let'sgoLunele,Calmdown"

Ipulledhishand.Heclickedhistongue.

Lunele:"Areyouguysfucking?"

Me:"What?No!"

Lunele:"Don'tshitonmeNtokomalo"

Me:"Getyouracttogether.Justbecauseyouare

fuckingsomeoneelsedoesn'tmeanweareall

doingthat"

Lunele:"WhoamIfuckingnow?"

Me:"Stop,stop.Wearefightingoverpettystuff.

Lunele:"IfanyboyheretouchesyouIwillkillthem

Ntokomalo.ImeanKILLthem.RememberwhatI



amsaying"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Andme?"

Hetouchedmyfacewhileclenchinghisjaw.He

heldmyjawstightlythatithurt.

Lunele:"Iwillfuckyouover,don'ttryme"

Me:"Myjawhurts"

Heletgoofitandperksmylips.

Lunele:"getinthecar"

Igotinquicklyscared.Hescaredme.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

It'stheafternoonandSihleisnotbackasyetwith

Zinhle,Latelyhehasbeenshady.Latenightcalls

andsecretcallswhenwearetogetherandIfeellike



hisischeatingandhisphonehasapasswordas

well.IhavestartedonlinelearningthroughUnisa,I

won'tbedependentonhim,hewantsmetowork

andbesomethingsoIamstudyingLawthrough

thatandIwon'tlieit'sabithardbecauseIhave

neverbeenInfrontofalecturerbutSihle'saunt

Ndalosaidshewillhelpmewiththatassheisa

lawyerandshedoeshereandtherewhereIam

struggling.Ifinishcookingupthestorm.Thereisa

knockonthedoorandItakeoffmyapronandI

walkmywaytothedoorandIopenedit.

Alwande:"Ohmywearetwins"

Shecries.

Mpande:"Babypleasedon'tcry"

Shehitshischest.

Alwande:"Youandyourbrotherplannedthis"

Me:"Comegivemeahug.

Iwipehertearsandweshareahug.

Alwande:"youarebiggerthanme"

Ifeltapangofhurt.



Mpande:"Lwandedon'tsaythat.Youdon'tlikeit

either"

Iwipedmytears.

Mpande:"IamsorryGugu.

Me:"it'sokcomeinside"

Imadewayforthemandtheygotin.IsawLunele's

carparkingandtheygotoutwithNtokomalo.They

cametomeandwehugged.

Ntokomalo:"youhavebeencrying"

Me:"AlwandesaidIambiggerthanher.Iamfat"

Lunele:"canIpass?"

Ntokomalo:"Lunele"

Heshrugged.

Ntokomalo:"youaremonthsaheadofhersoshe

hasasmallstomachthatdoesn'tmeanyouare

biggerthanher"

Me:"really?"

ShenoddedandIsmiled.



Me:"getinside."

Theygotinsideandgreetingsweredone.Khona

andhisgirlfriendarrived.Hewheeledherinside,

sheissobeautifultobeinthatchairandithas

beenmonthsbutshelookshappy.Bothofthemdo.

IamworriedaboutSihle.Iservebeveragesand

everyoneseemstobeenjoying.Wegetonhaving

dinnerand HefinallywalksinwithZinhle.

Zinhle:"Mommy"

Me:"Baby"

SherecentlystartedcallingmeMomandIwas

happy.Itjustwarmedmeinside.Icaughtherand

shesatonmylap.

Zinhle:"Imadethisforyou"

Shegavemeadrawing.

Me:"itlookbeautifulbaby,thankyou"

Ikissedhercheekandshegiggled.

Sihle:"Heyeveryone"

Theygreeted.



Sihle:"Gugu"

Me:"Mmmh?"

Ifeelangry.Whyishelate?

Mpande:"Thereitcomes"

Khona:"Ifeelsorryforyou"

Samke:"Khonano"

Hekeptquiet.

Zinhle:"Dadhasapresentforyou"

HegavemeasquaredboxandItookit.

Me:"Thankyou"

Ntokomalo:"wellopenit"

Me:"ok"

Iopeneditandtherewerebluerompersandlittle

shoes,Wearehavingababyboy,Zinhleisjust

excitedsoasSihle.

Me:"theylooksocute."

Tearsweldedmyeyes.



Me:"IwantmybabynowSihle"

Lunele:"Youbecomeamiracleworkerinthisthing?

"

Ntokomalohitshischestandhekeepsquiet.

Sihle:"Hewill,Lookinsidetheshoes"

ItooktheshoesandIlookedinsideandsomething

wasshining.Itookitoutandeveryonescreamed.

Ladiesespecially,Iwasshockedandmyheartwas

beatingfast.Hetookthejewel.

Sihle:"Baby..."

Me:"Sihleno"

HewentonhiskneeInfrontofmeandIjustshook

myhead.Myheartrateincreased.

Sihle:"Snegugu,Gugulamlaphakade.Baby,You

...onlyyouandnooneelsemadethemanthatis

Infrontofyou.Changedhimintosomethingonlyfit

foraqueenlikeyou.SthandwaSamIloveyouso

muchandIcantimaginemylifewithoutthislittle

familywehave.WillyoujustmarrymeandbeMrs

Ziqubu?"



Ibrokedown.NeverinmylifehaveIimagined

myselfbeingaskedbyamanlikeSihletomarryme.

Mylifepictureendedwithmeinashackwithmy

kidsandstrugglingtobringthemup.Ifeelapang

ofsomethingfrommychest.

Samke:"Getherwater"

Iholdmychest.

Sihle:"Baby"

Hestandsupandembracesme.Waterisgivento

himandIgettodownitandIcalmdown.

Sihle:"calmdown"

Me:"Thankyou"

Alwande:"SayyesIamwaiting"

Mpande:"Lwandedon'trushher"

Shedoesn'tmindhimandIgiggledabit.

Sihle:"It'sok,Icanwaitifyouarenotready."

Ohthispatientmanofmine,hemakesmesmile.

Me:"Iwillmarryyou"



Hesmilesandslipsintheringonmyleftfinger.

FeelsabitheavybutIloveit.Weshareakiss.

"Ncooh"

Heplacedhishandonmystomach.Ibrokethekiss

whilesmiling.

Lunele:"canweeatorgobackhome?"

Ntokomalo:"Ican'twithyouanymore"

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

HopeeveryonehadawonderfulSunday,Willsee

younextweekMondaythe23rdofNovemberwith

thefullstory.Intheafternoon.
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★GUGU★

Icouldn'tstoplookingatmyringthroughoutthe

dinner,IfeelhappyandcontentandSihleisdoinga

veryamazingjobatthat.Ifeelblessedwithhim

really.

"Desert?"Iaskafterwehaveeaten.

Alwande:"Icecreamplease"

Shesays.Istandup.

Sihle:"SitdownIwillhandleeverything"

Inoddedandhewenttothekitchen.

Ntokomalo:"Sowhattypeofweddingdoyouwant?

Summer,Winter?Spring?Autumn?"

Ihaven'tthoughtthatfarasyetjusttakinginthis

moment.

Me:"wewillhavetosee"

Alwande:"YoudeserveitGugu"



Samke:"Weneedtotakeyououtforlunchjustto

celebratetomorrow"

Ntokomalo:"myclassesendat13h00tomorrow"

Khona:"Ifeellikewearenotincludedhere"

Alwande:"it'sagirl'sthing"

Ilaugh.

Ntokomalo:"NexttimeMngani(friend)"

Lunele:"it'snotsafe,Thesemenwillseeyou"

Ntokomalo:"Wecanhandleourselves"

Samke:"Andbesides.Weknowwhereweare

supposedtobe"

Khonablusheslikethereisnotomorrow.

Me:"someoneisturningred"

Welaugh

"Whoisturningred?"

Sihlewalksin.

Me:"Khona"



Khona:"Igetredattimes"

Ntokomalo:"Defendyourself"

Sihle:"welldesertisservedbyme"

Lunele:"Ihopeyoudidn'tposionus"

Sihle:"Mxm"

HesatdownnexttomeandZinhle.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Me:"mmmhthisfeelsnice"

Isaywhileclosingmyeyes.

Celiwe:"Ihaveneverbeentoaspabefore"

Iopenmyeyesandlookedather.

Me:"weneedmoreofthese"

Isaidandsmiledwhilelookingather.



Me:"Mpendulomustbeonhisway"

Celiwe:"oh,yeah"

Me:"aren'tyouexcited?"

Celiwe:"toseemysonyes"

Me:"Hawu"

Shegiggled.

Celiwe:"momstopplayingthesegames.Youare

grown"

Me:"Iamlookingoutforyou"

Sheshookherheadandclosedhereyes.Thefoot

massagewasgettingtomesogood.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Me:"Sheisinthere,shewasquiethardtofind.I

tiedheruponachair.Sheisfiesty"



Isay.Henods.

Siyanda:"Iwon'tdoanything.Ijustwantmy

moneyback"

Hesays

Me:"Iknow,youcangoin"

Hewenttothedoorandturnedtome.

Siyanda:"IthinkIshouldjustleaveher"

Me:"that'smillionswearetalkingaboutthatshe

hasbeentaking,Thecaraccident.Gointhereand

getit"

Siyanda:"ok,okfine."

Me:"Iwillbeatmyhousewithmywife"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"youalwayshadacrushonNdaloway

beforeshestartedwithyou"

Me:"Nxgointhere!"

Hechuckledandwalkedin.Ismiledandshookmy

headgoingoff.Heneededmyhelpfindingthe



personwhohasbeentakinghismoneyeverymonth

andthecaraccidenthewasinvolvedinamonth

agosumsuptoalotnow,Shewascloseto

bankruptinghim

.

.

.

★UNKNOWN★

Iwastieduponthischairbysomeman.Idon't

knowwhyhedidthattomeandIwanttogetoutof

here.Iwillreporthimtothepoliceandtheowner

ofthishotel,don'ttheyhavecamerasandseea

womanbeingtiedup.Iamsupposedtoleave

DurbantodayandgotoCapetownbutthatisnot

happeningatthemoment.Thedooropenedandthe

bastardhimselfwalkedin.Iwonderifheisain

someMafiaornot.HedoeslooklikethoseMafia

people,heclosesthedoorandlocksit.

Me:"WhatdoIowethispleasure?"



Isayandheplaceshishandsinhispocket.

Him:"youhavebeentakingmymoneyandhave

beenwantingmedead."

Me:"Iwanttokillyouandyoushotmesoit'sfair

youpayformyhospitalbillsandmystayhere"

Helooksatme.

Me:"Howaboutyoubeagoodboyanduntieme

andIshootyouandIgohome"

Hechuckled.

Him:"Goodlittleboy,Thischild"

Me:"untieme!"

Hecomesandwalksaroundmeandmoveshis

handonmyshoulderstomyneck.

Me:"don'ttouchme!"

Itrytobreakfree.

Him:"Justonelongsqueezeandit'sallover"

Me:"Doit,Idareyou!"

Hiswarmbreathhitsmyneck.



Him:"Shhh,wedon'twanttroubleright?"

Hechuckledandcomestothefrontandlookedat

me.Ishothimaneye.

Me:"What?"

Him:"Yourfatherisgone.Thereisnothingmeor

youcoulddotobringhimback.Youdon'twantto

crossme."

Me:"Orwhat?Iamnotscaredofyou.Youthink

youareshit?Huh?What?"

Isayfirmlyandhecomecloserandheleansbymy

ear.

Him:"Itwon'tbeniceforyou"

Hesaidthatandwentbehindmeanduntiedme.I

gotoffthechairandIturnedandpusheditwithmy

legandittrippedhimbuthelandedonthebedon

hisside.ItookaknifefrommythighstrapandIgot

onthebedandheheldmyhands.Hewasequally

strongbutIkeptonpushing.Pushingittoreachhis

neckanditdid.

Him:"Youdon'tgiveup"



Me:"Igetthejobdone."

Ipusheditonhisthroatandhegroanedandpushed

myhandsbackandsnatchedtheknifefrommy

handsandflippedmeandhewasontopofme.He

threwtheknifeontheothersideandpinnedmy

handsdown.

Me:"Leavemethefuckalone!"

Him:"Girlslikeyouneedtobepunished"

Hesaidandhishandswenttomythighsundermy

miniskirtandherippedmythingoff.Istarted

kickinghimandhechuckledandheldmylegsand

hisheadwasundermeandIgasped.

Me:"Leaveme....the...thefuckalone!"

Tingleswentdownmyspine.Heheldmylegsapart

andIsawanopportunityandcrossedthembyhis

neckchokinghimandheflippedusandIwasontop

ofhimandIfeltthewarmthandthethrustsandthe

pleasurefrom myNunamakingmykneesweak

andthegriparoundhisneckweaker.

Me:"ohfuck!"



IcursedandIheldontothepillowoverhishead,I

haven'tbeentouchedbyamanisalmost4years

anditfeelsnewandwrongbutgoodatthesame

time.MykneesshookandIcameandhegotme

offhisface.Mykneeswereshakingstillandhe

wipedhislipsandsmirksrunninghisfingersonhis

greyandblacksilkyhair.

Him:"Thereismorewherethatcamefromifyou

don'tbehave"

Me:"Go...to...hell"

Hechuckledandtookoutafewnotesfromhis

walletandthrewthemonthebed.

Him:"notbadforaKidlikeyou"

Hewalkedoutclosingthedoor.Godwhatjust

happened.DidIjustenjoythemanwhokilledmy

fatherdothattome?Histonguereached

unreachableplacesinme.Stopthinkingaboutthis

.MyphoneringsandIstretchmyselftothe

bedsideandItakeit.It'smymother.

Me:"Mama"



Mom:"Mntanamitellmewhenareyoucoming

back?"

Me:"Mom"

Mom:"Yourfatherisaskingaboutyou"

Me:"stepfather"

Mom:"Youhavenorespect.Comeback

Nomasonto"

Isighed.

Me:"ok,Iwill."

Mom:"Bye"

ShehungupandIputmyphonenasode.A

messagecamethrough.

“Delivermymoneyinanhouratthisplace.“

anAddresswasattachedwiththemessage.I

clickedmytongueandgotoffthebed.

.

.

.



★CELIWE★

TthelittleoutingwasneededIwon'tlie,Iwentback

toworkassoonaswegottothehouseandputmy

fullfocusonfinishingmyassignment.Iwasleft

withjust20wordsthenIamdone.

"Youworksomuchyoudidn'tnoticewehave

arrived"

IlookedupandIsmiled.

Me:"I'msorry."

Igotoffthebedandwenttotakemyson.

Me:"Wasn'theabother?"

Ndu:"Howareyou?"

Me:"ohsorry,Iamgoodandyourself?"

Hesmirked.

Ndu:"Iamgood.Wejustmissedyou"

Iblushed.

Me:"Really?"



Henodswhileshyingaway.

Me:"wellImissedyouguysaswell"

Ndu:"Meorhim"

Hepointedatthelittleone.

Me:"Both"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"Ok"

Me:"Ishouldputhimdown.Heisgettingsleepy"

Ndu:"letmegoandplacehim.Wearegonna

watchmovies"

Hesaysandwalksoffwithhim.Igetbacktomy

typing,IgetdonewhenhecomesbackandIclose

mylaptopandhegetsonthebedandtakesthe

fleece.

Ndu:"Howisschool,anyonebotheringyou?"

Me:"Schoolisgreat.Nooneisbotheringmesofar

"

Helooksatme.



Ndu:"Anyboyfriend?"

Me:"Uhmno,Noonehasaskedmeoutasyetso

no"

Hesmiled.

Me:"Whyareyousmiling?"

Ndu:"Just"

Me:"Justforwhat?"

Ndu:"Youarebeautiful"

Me:"Ohthankyou"

Ishyoff.

Ndu:"andsheblushed"

Me:"amnot"

Ndu:"youare"

Me:"reallyIamnot"

Ndu:"that'snotwhatIsee"

Me:"Mycheeksarenotred"

Ndu:"Comeletmesee"



Ibroughtmycheekstohim.

Me:"See"

Heheldmywaistandpulledmetohimandjust

kissedme,IttookmetimebecauseIdon'tknow

whattodobutIjustwentwiththeflow.Iamlaying

onhischestwhilewearekissing.Ibreakit.He

looksatmeandIdothesameallsilentbeforehe

startskissingmeagainandIrespondimmediately

thistime.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Hewasrunninghisfingersallovermybody

caressingmewhileIwaslayingonhiminsilent.

Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"it'snothing"



Me:"Youknow"

Ishifted.

Nhlanhla:"Mmmh"

Me:"RightnowIhavesomethingIneverthoughtI

wouldhave"

Nhlanhla:"thatis?"

Me:"Afamily.Idon'tknowwheremyrootsare

frombutIknowwhereIamandit'stheplacewhere

Iamrooted"

Nhlanhla:"Doesthatbotheryou?"

Me:"No,Itdoesn'tasitusedtowhileIwasyoung"

Nhlanhla:"let'shavealastbaby"

Me:"WhataboutLihle.Sheisourlastbaby"

Nhlanhla:"makingbabiesmakesmehappy"

Ilaugh.

Me:"Isthebabyorthemakingpartthatmakesyou

happy"

Nhlanhla:"Themakingpart.Iamstillstrongyou



know"

Me:"Iknow.Younevergettired"

Nhlanhla:"so?"

Me:"wewillhavetoseeaDraboutthat"

Nhlanhla:"Maybetwins?"

Me:"Triplets"

Nhlanhla:"yes.Twogirlsandoneboy"

Me:"ohletmebooktheDrrightnow"

Isatupandtookmyphone.Helaidmebackonhis

chestandIwentthroughitandwesearchedfora

gynaecologistandfoundone.

Me:"Whattimeareyouavailable?"

Nhlanhla:"Anytimeavailable"

Me:"wearedoingthis?"

Henoddedandkissedmycheek.

Me:"whatifIcan'tcarrythebaby?"

Nhlanhla:"wewillleavetheideathen.Idon'tlike

surrogates"



Me:"yeahmetoo"

Itookthenumberandbookedoneappointmentfor

ustomorrow.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,06:07] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT58

★VUYELWA★

InolongerworkattheZiqubuhouseholdinstead

nowIamdoingacourseinculinaryschool.Ilove

cookingandsoZikhalithoughtit'sbestIstudyit

andthenhewillfundmeinstartingasmallcooking

businessuntilitgrows.Ididn'twanthimtodothat



butheinsistedandhedoesn'ttakenoforananswer.

Hesaidit'snotinhisvocabularyoftreatinghis

woman.YeswearedatingnowandsofarIam

lovingitbutstillguardingmyheart.Idon'twantto

givemyallonlyforhimtoturnlikeNdu.It'snotlike

hedidmewrongbuthejustleftuswhenwewere

good.Iamcurrentlyhomeanddoingsome

washing.SthaisatschoolatthemomentandIam

meetingZikhaliafterhismeetingwithhissuppliers

forbeermaking.

Mom:"Vuyelwa"

Sheisdrunktodayanddrinkinghasneverstopped

her.Istillloveherthough.

Me:"Mah"

Mom:"wozalah(comehere)"

Ileavemywashingandgotoher.

Me:"yes"

Mom:"wena...wena(you...you)"

Shepaysmyshoulder.

Me:"mmmh"



Mom:"Iamproudofyou"

Me:"why?"

Sheburps

Mom:"YouArenotlikeme.Youbehaveyourself.

MinaIamnotagoodmother,Ihaveneverbeento

you...orSakhile.Ohmyboy!Myboy!"

Shepaysherchestandwalksoffwhilestumbling.I

lookatherandsomehowherwordsjusttouched

me.Yessheisn'tthebestbutsheismymother.I

wentbacktowashingmyclothesandIthenwentto

rinsethemandhangthemonthewashingline.I

wasdonewhenanavybluebigcarparkedInfront

ofouryard.Istoodthereandwaitedforwhoeverto

appear.Thedooropenedandhegotout.Myheart

wasbeatingveryfast.Helookedaroundandclose

thedoorandlockedhiscarbeforefixinghimself

andhecamebytheyard.Iwenttowardshim.My

angerrosebyhimapproachtheyard.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Hesmirked.



Jabu:"That'snothowyougreetyourfiance,

technicallyyourhusband"

Me:"eyiyouarenonofthat"

Jabu:"Whereisourdaughter?"

Me:"whichonecauseIhaveonedaughterandI

don'trememberherhavingyouasafather"

Iputmyhandsonmywaist.

Jabu:"Vee"

Me:"Don't!Don'tyoudare.Turnaroundandgo

backtowhereyoucamefrom"

Jabu:"ItwaswrongofmewhatIdid,Iamsorryfor

hurtingyou"

Tearsstreameddownmycheeks.Allthehurtcame

rushingback,thememoriesofthatday.Itplayed

likeamovieinmyhead.Iwouldneverforgetthat

day.Ihavehimmyeverything,Wentwithhim

througheverythingevenwhenhecouldn'tafford

shelterandfoodtofeedhimselfbutIwasthere

untilhecoulddosoandmore.

Jabu:"VuyelwaIamsorry.Iloveyou.Inever



stopped."

Ishookmyhead.

Me:"Pleaseleaveanddon'tevercomeback.You

choseherforareason.Youtrustedhermorethan

me.How..howcouldyouthinkIwouldcheaton

you?Howcouldyouwithmybestfriend!"

Isobbed.

Jabu:"Iamsorry"

Iwipedmyface.

Me:"Leave,youdon'thaveanychildwithmejust

leave"

Jabu:"Iwillcomebackonceyouareok"

Heturnedaroundandwalkedoff,Isobbed.Noone

hurtmedeeplylikethemandIdon'tthinkIcould

everrecoverfromthat.

.

.

.



★SIHLE★

Ilookedatthemfromanangle,Leaningbythewall

alldressedupforworkandreadytogobutIjust

tookamomenttolookatthem.Laughingasgirls,

Teasingeachother.Itmademesmile,Takinga

momentjusttoappreciatethebeautyInfrontofme.

Gugu:"OkbabyIamalldone"

ShesaysandZinhletakesherbagandgetsoffthe

couch.

Zinhle:"thankyoumommy"

Gugu:"youarewelcome,comelet'spackyour

lunch.Ishouldtellyourfathertobuyalunchbag

foryou.Iwanttoaddmorefruits"

Ichuckledandtheyturntome.

Me:"Goodmorning"

Gugusmiles

Gugu:"Goodmorning,breakfastisinthekitchen."

Me:"Ithinkwehavetoleavenow.Iwouldn'tbe



abletohaveit."

Gugu:"Sihle"

Me:"Mylove?"

Shehadaverystraightface.

Gugu:"Goandeat,youarenotleavingwithout

eating.Iamnotthatlady"

Me:"Yesmam"

IchuckledandIwenttoherandturnedtoZinhle.

Me:"Princesscloseyoureyes"

SheputherhandsoverhereyesandIgaveGugua

shortkiss..

Me:"That'sagoodmorning.Howismyfinance

doing?"

Sheputherhandsaroundmyneck.

Gugu:"sheisdoingwonderful"

Itouchedherstomach.

Me:"Needanything"

Gugu:"IwillcallifIneedsomething"



Me:"okletmegetonthatbreakfast"

Gugu:"Iwillpackyourlunchsolong"

Me:"umuntuuzokhuluphala(Apersonisgonnabe

fat)"

Gugu:"Kumelekucaceukuthiawuzihlalelenje

unomuntu(ithastobeclearthatyouarenotsingle

buthaveawomaninyourlife)"

Me:"mmmhok"

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Ntokomalo:"okwecanleave.Iamready"

ShetakesherbagfromthecouchandIputmy

handsinmypocketwhilelookingather.

Me:"Ifthatteachertriessomethingtellme"

Ntokomalo:"Iwill"



Me:"maybeyoushouldhomeschoolandhavea

femaleteacher"

Ntokomalo:"Haibo.Don'tbedramatic.Iamyours

neh?"

Me:"Comehere"

Shedoesandshegivesmeaperkandsmiles.

Me:"youarebeautiful"

Ntokomalo:"Imean,yousee"

ShelaughsandIjoinin.

Ntokomalo:"Thankyou"

Me:"Idon'twanttoletyougososomeboycan

courtyouandseehowhehasanalltogetherlife

andisbetterthanmetotakeyou.NtokoIknowI

amnotperfectatallbutNgiyakuthandaNgaleheart

yonke(Iloveyouwithallofthisheart)and

angikazengithandeumuntuwesifazane

ngalendlela(andIhaveneverlovedawomanthis

way)"

Iputmyhandonmychestandshetookit.



Ntokomalo:"IamstuckwithyouLunele.Iloveyou

okanddon'teverworry.Evenifarichermanthan

yourfathercomesinaPorscheIwon'tleaveyoufor

him.YouhavesomethingnjeeyakhowedwathatI

willnevergetfromanyone.Don'tworryok?"

Inoddedandshekissedmylips.

Ntokomalo:"Ngethembe(trustme)"

Me:"Itrustyou"

Ntokomalo:"Oklet'sgobeforeIgetlate"

Me:"afteryou."

Shesmiledandwalkedoff.Ntokomalodoesn't

knowhowmuchIjustfearloosinghertodeathor

anothermanandIamscaredoneofmyfearswill

happenandsoonshewillrealizeIamnotworthher

staying.

.

.

.

★ZIKHALI★



Letho:"Twin"

Me:"mmmh?"

IhavebeentryingtocallVuyelwaallmorningbutit

doesn'tgothrough.Ittakesmetovoicemail.

Letho:"Isthathowyourespond?"

Me:"eishcanyoujust..."

Iputmyphonedown.

Me:"Iamfrustrated"

Isaycalmly.Sheisawoman.Maybeshemight

knowifit'shormoneskickingin.

Letho:"Tellme"

Shewalksinfurtherandcomestositoppositeme

andplacesherbagonthetable.

Me:"IamdatingthisamazingladyandIreallylike

her.Nolikefeelswrong.Ilovehersisukuthimanje

ngiyamfonelaakabambilutholokhusile(it'sjust

thatIamcallinghernowandshedoesn'tanswer

herphoneallmorning)"



Letho:"whatdidyoudo?"

Me:"Lutho!Likeangitholingenzeningoba

besimnandiizolongimenzaamoyizeleyouknow

kodwa(Nothing!LikeIdon'tgetwhatIdidbecause

yesterdayweweregoodandshewassmilingyou

knowbut)todaysheisdoingthis.ActuallyIam

pissed."

Letho:"calmdown.Goandcheckonher.Iamsure

shehasavalidreason.Maybeshejustneedsyou

nowwithoutsayingit,it'sagirl'sthing"

Me:"HowdoIknow?"

Letho:"youaresupposedtoknowhowyour

womanisfeelingandwhatshewantswithouther

talkingortellingyou"

Shesayscasually

Me:"SoIshouldbecomeAneleandpropheciewhat

aladywants?Thisisridiculous"

Ilaybackonmychair.

Letho:"Yaziwenaaveuphumakuline(You...You

alwaysoutofline)"



Sheheavesasigh.

Letho:"Goandcheckonherbutdon'tgoempty

handed.Anotherthingwomenlovefood.Aplatter

fortwoformewillbegoodfromthistalkingthank

you"

Isighedandstooduptakingmycarkeys.

Me:"comelet'sgo"

Letho:"ouuuhandIhavebeeneyeingthisbagat

themall.It'stodiefor"

Me:"youcanaskyourfatherforthat"

Letho:"Hawutwin"

Ishakemyhead.

Letho:"IknowYandawillbuyitforme"

Me:"Goandaskhimthen"

Wewalkoutofmyoffice.

.

.

.



★VUYELWA★

Ihavebeenlookingatmyphoneforsometimeand

hislastcallwas10minutesago.15missedcallsall

together.Idon'twantanyonetoseemelikethisat

themomentbutIknowmymotherwillcomeasking

ifnotmyfather.Iwipedmytears.JabulaniandI

havebeentogethersincewewereyoung.Wegrew

upfromheretogetheruntilhisparentsdiedandhis

familykickedhimoutofhisfamilyhomewhenhe

wasinhis20's.Iwasabout18thattimeand

alreadyfinishedwithhighschool.Iwenttolookfor

ajobandsoashim.Hedidn'thaveluckinthatbutI

gotone.Ididn'twanthimtosuffer.Igotoneasa

cleaneratsomeplaceandIhelpedhimgettinga

backroomandsomegrocerynyanaforamonth.He

alwayspreached"IwillmarryyouonceIgetbetter"

that'swashisdailyversetome.Ihadabestfriend.

Ohhowfriendscansometimesbesnakes.She

alwayssawJabuasnothingandwouldaskmewhy

Iwasstillwithhimbutit'sbecauseIlovedhim.

ThereisnomanIlovedlikehiminmylife.Igave



myhearttohimandtrustedhimwithit.Assoonas

hegotbetterandstartedmakinggreatmoneyhe

plannedonstartingabusiness,asecuritybusiness

andIsupportedanythinghewantedtodo.Igot

pregnantwithSthaandheproposedtomewhenI

was20.Icouldn'tsaynoandwegotengaged.

Onlytraditionalaspectsofourrelationweredone.

TheZuluweddingandalsothepayemnetofDowry.

IthoughtmyfriendwashappyformelittledidI

knowshewasstabbingme.ShetoldJabuthat

Sthaisnotevenhisbutsomeoneelse's.Hefirst

doubtedherbutstartedbelievingherandfromthen

theygottogetherandthatjusttookthelasthit.He

askedifwecouldbreakupandIaskedifhecould

haveaDNAonSthabecauseIknowsheishisbut

hedidn'twanttoheartheendofitandnowheis

comingback.Ican't,Ireallycan't.

"Vuyelwa!"

Iwipedmytearsandsatupfrommybed.Mom

leanedagainstthewall.



Me:"Mah"

Mom:"There...Thereissomemanlookingforyou

outside.Bukaungipheni(lookwhathegavetome

)"

Shetookoutmoneyfromherboobsandit'sastack

ofmoney.

Me:"Gogiveitback."

Mom:"Noplease.IpromiseIwon'tdrinkwithyour

fatherfor2weeks."

Ilookedather.

Me:"Amonth"

Mom:"Haah!Umuntuuyanxanywayoh.(Aperson

getsthirsty)Canyougoamonthwithoutwater?"

Me:"Mah"

Isigh.

Mom:"2...2weeks."

Me:"okthen"

Mom:"Come.Iwanttotellhimyouarenotfree"



Me:"ohjesus"

WewalkoutandIseeZikhalibyhiscar.Whatishe

doinghere?Myfatheristalkingtohim.Iwonder

whatheisutteringtohim.Cantheygoandenjoy

themselvessomewhere

Dad:"InganeYamileh,Yaboloh(pointsatmy

mother)SthandwaSam.(Thisismychild.,You

seeher,sheismylove)"

Thatjustmademesmile.Iadmiremyparentslove.

It'ssostrongandtheydon'tcarehowtheyare.One

thingIamgratefulforisthatnomatterhowdrunk

myfathergetshehasneverlaidhishandonmy

motherandthatIamgratefulfornotexperiencingit

whilegrowingup.

Zikhali:"Ngiyezwababa,Utheufunaezingakhi?(I

hearyou,Yousaidyouwanthowmany?)"

Dadliftsuphishands.

Dad:"20"

Zikhali:"Hayinakusasasingafika.Avesizihambela

izimbaliezinhlekwaMbulazi(eventomorrowwe



cancome.Welikepickingbeautifulflowers)"

Helooksatmewithhandsinhispocket.

Mom:"let'sgo"

Shetakesmyfather'shandandtheywalkoff

singing.Ilookdown.Thereissilencebetweenus.

Zikhali:"Unjani?(Howareyou?)"

Me:"Iamgood"

Zikhali:"mmmhtellmewhatdidIdo?"

HesaysandIlookuptohim.

Me:"Nothing"

Zikhali:"Sowhyareyouignoringmycalls?"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Zikhali:"NgiyabuzaVuyelwa,Angilwi(Iamasking

Vuyelwa,Iamnotfighting)"

Me:"Idon'tknowwheretostart"

Zikhali:"weareacouple.Weshouldbeeasily

offloadinganythingtoeachother.Iamyour

bestfriendaswell"



Inodded.

Zikhali:"Comehere"

HepullsmetohimandIlaymyheadonhischest.

Zikhali:"Tellme"

Isighed.

Me:"avisitfromthepast"

Hewassilent.

Me:"yourememberItoldyouthatStha'sfatherand

Iendedbadly"

Zikhali:"yeah"

Me:"Hecamethismorningafter5years"

Heissilent.

Zikhali:"howdidthatmakeyoufeel?"

Me:"Angry,Idon'twanttoseehim"

Zikhali:"Youshouldn'tharbouranger,youaretoo

wonderfulforthat"

Ismiled.



Me:"Thankyou"

Hekissesmyforehead.

Me:"Wewereonceengaged,hedidallthe

traditionalstuffbutwesperated"

Zikhali:"soyouaremarried"

Me:"no"

Zikhali:"YouhadaZuluwedding?"

Me:"yes"

Zikhali:"NgokwesintuSthandwaSammase

sebekubikileemadloziniakhonanjengomakoti

wakhonawenzelwakonkeusushadilekhona.(Per

traditionmylovewhenyouhavebeenintroducedto

theirancestorsastheirwifeandeverythingwas

doneforyouthenyouaremarriedinthatfamily)A

whiteweddingormarriagecertificateisnottheonly

thingthatdetermineifyouaremarriedornot"

Iamsilent.Ireallydon'tknowwhattosay.

Zikhali:"Iguessyourfatherisoutofluckbecause

hewon'tgetthose20cowsbutthatfamily"



Me:"Mmmh?How?Iamherewithmyfamily"

Zikhali:"wellletmeeducateyou"

Heopensthebackdoorandgetsusinandmakes

melayonhislapwhilelookinguptohim.

Me:"Educateme"

Zikhali:"FromwhatIknowandwhatIgrewupon,I

comefromastricttraditionalfamilyright"

Me:"yep"

Zikhali:"IfyougetmarriedandeveryTraditional

aspecthasbeenforforyouyouarenotyour

originalfamily'sdaughterbutnowyourmarital

family'sdaughter.Theirancestorsacknowledge

yousoifyoudivorcewithsomeoneinalongrun

thatdoesn'tmeanyouaretotallyfree.Youarestill

thatfamily'sdaughterpertradition.SoifIwantto

marryyouIwon'tpayyourdowryherebutwhere

youweremarriedintoinordertotakeyoutobe

rightfullymine"

Me:"ohIsee"

Henodded.



Zikhali:"Ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyouok?)"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Zikhali:"Theywereallgoodfoolstoletyougo"

Me:"Why?"

Zikhali:"becauseyouendedupwithme."

Iblushed.

Me:"Iguess"

Hegavemeakissandbrokeit.Ismiledandlooked

away.

Zikhali:"Youwereblushinglikethisyesterday

beforeyouignoredme"

Me:"I'msorryaboutthat"

Zikhali:"CanwefetchStha?"

Me:"Uhmsure.Letmegoandchange"

Zikhali:"ifitmakesyoufeelbetterbutIseenothing

wrong"

Me:"itmakesmefeelbetter"



.

.

.

★NOMASONTO(UNKOWN)★

Ididn'tfollowhisdemand.HethinksIwilljustjump

whenhewantsmetowellhehasgotthatvery

wronguphere.Idecidedtogo-tothemallabitand

justbuysomecakeaswell.Ihavebeencravingit.I

havetogotoEasterncapenextweekforahit.Iam

donewiththeonesaroundDurbanandboydidIget

alotofmoneyfromthatZakheleman.IthinkI

shouldbuyahousebythecoastlineinCapetown.

MyphoneringsandItakeitoutofmybag,Ihate

thisthingcalledabagbutIhavetolivewithitfor

today.It'smymother.Isighedandanswered.

Me:"Mama"

Mom:"Yousaidyouarecomingback.Whereare

younow?"

Me:"Iamcomingmom"



Mom:"Mxm.YouarenotNomasonto"

Me:"Calmdown."

Shehungup.IshovedmyphoneinmybagandI

pushedthetrolleythroughtheshop.Itakethelittle

WoolworthscakeandcheckwhichoneIlike.

"Ilikethechocolateone"

IturnedaroundandIgavehimalookathesmirked.

Me:"awunayoenyintoyokuyenzangempiloyakho.

Orufunangikubulalelah?(Youdon'thave

somethingbettertodowithyourlifeoryouwant

metokillyouhere?)"

Him:"Iamtoooldforthisbackandforthformy

money"

Me:"Wasyourmoney."

IsayandturntopushthetrolleyandIfeelthehand

onmybutt.Iturnedandpullmyminiskirtdowna

bit.

Him:"Itwon'thelpthatyourbuttcheeksareout

there"



Me:"Fuckyou"

Him:"youwantto?"

Ishowedhimmymiddlefingerandhechuckled.

Me:"GoshIwishtokillyounow"

Him:"Killmewithkindness"

Me:"Youwishgrandpa"

Him:"Theydon'tmakethishandsomemodel

anymore"

HetoucheshisfaceandIgiggle.Heissococky.

Me:"cockymuch"

Him:"Don'tyouseeit"

Me:"ComecloseIcant"

HecamecloseandIslappedhischeek.

Me:"ohthereitis.Musthavemissedaspot."

HeholdsmyhandbeforeIcouldslaphimagain.

"Sir,mam.Youaremakingcustomers

uncomfortable,Isuggestyouleave"



Helookedatme.

Him:"myplace,mymoney"

Heletsgoofmyhandandwalksoff.Ilookatmy

wristandclickmytongueandwalkpastthelady

andwenttopay.Ididn'teventakethecake.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NDALO★

WegottotheDrandwewerefirstaswehadan

appointment.Iwouldn'tmindbeingpregnantonce

moreandreallythereisnothingholdingusback



fromhavingthat.Wewilljusthavetohearfromthe

Dr.WegotinandtheDrsmileswhilestandingup.

Dr:"Goodday"

Me:"Hi"

Nhlanhla:"hi"

Dr:"Youmaybeseated"

Wesatdownandshelookedatus.

Dr:"HowmayIhelpyou?"

Me:"Wewanttohaveababy,Babiesifpossible"

Dr:"Howoldareyou?"

Me:"Middle50's"

Shelooksshocked.

Dr:"Ithoughtyouweregonnasay30something"

Me:"Iamgrown"

Dr:"WellIdon'tknowifit'spossible,Havingababy

atyouragecanhavecomplications.Alotofthem.

Thebabymightnotcomeoutashealthy,mental

disabilityorphysicaldisabilityaswellandalso



monopause,theendofyourmenstruationaswell

asgivingbirthwillbedifficultifyoudecidenatural

birth."

Nhlanhla:"Wewillpayanyamountforittohappen

"

TheDrlookedathim.

Dr:"IwillhavetodoafewtestsonyouandIthink

IVFwillbebetterforthebothofyou"

Wenodded.

Me:"okthankyou"

Dr:"don'tyouwanttoconsidersurrogates?"

Me:"no,nowedon'twantthat."

Dr:"PleasecomethissidesoIcantakesamples

andalsotakeascanofyourwomb.

Inoddedandstoodup.Ifollowedafterher.

.

.

.



★SAMKE★

Khona:"Areyousureyouwanttogo?"

IlookedatmyselfthroughthemirrorandIturned

thewheelchairaroundandlookedathim.

Me:"wehavealreadypromisedlunch"

Khona:"ButIwanttostaywithyou"

Ichuckle

Me:"Iwillbeback"

Khona:"okthen"

Hegotoffthebedandcametokissmyforehead

thengavemeaperk.

Khona:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Khona:"Iamafriadthosemenwillseeandsnatch

you,Cabangasengishimafuthi(imaginemebeing

singleagain)"

Ilaughed.



Me:"Youareexaggerating"

Khona:"Serious.Thereisnomewithoutyou"

Me:"Youarenotgoingtobesingle"

Khona:"Youlooksexythough"

Me:"Thankyou"

Iblushed,hegavemeakiss.

Khona:"Comelet'sgo"

Hewentbehindme.

Me:"myhandbag"

Hetookitfromthebedandgaveittome.It'shard

beingonawheelchair,it'ssomethingIamnot

usedtooreverwillbeusedtoanytimesoon.Iam

scaredthatone-dayUsakhonawillseehowmuch

ofaburdenIamandLeave.Iamafraidofthat.

.

.

.

★SIYANDA★



Sisanda:"Iamreadytoleavedad"

Iwassilent,inthoughts.SheshookmeandI

snappedoutofmythoughtsandIlookedather.

Sisanda:"Imissmomtoo"

MymindisnotevenonThabisile.

Me:"Haveasafetriphoney"

Sisanda:"Idon'twanttoleaveyou.Areyousure

youaregonnabeokalone?"

Inodded.

Me:"Thisoldmancantakecareofhimself"

Sisanda:"Okthen."

IstoodupandIhuggedherandshehuggedme

back.

Sisanda:"Iwillfindawaytorelocatehere"

Me:"Don'tworryaboutme"

Sisanda:"thatgetsmeworried"

Me:"Comelet'sgetyougoing"



Shetookhersuitcaseandwheeledit.Wewentto

thedoorandIopenedit.WewenttohercarandI

helpedherloadherthingsinside.Acarparkednext

tohersandsheclosedthedoorandlookedatme.

Shegotoutagressivelyholdingablackbag.I

smiled.

Sisanda:"Whoisshe?"

Me:"Iwillcallyouwhenyouarriveprincess"

Shefoldedherarms.Shegottous.

Her:"hereisyourmoney"

Me:"Idon'trememberhavingitascash"

Her:"Iamgonnafuckyouup,don'tplaywithme"

ShethrewthebagInfrontofme.

Sisanda:"excuseyoulady,whoareyou?"

Her:"That'snonofyourbusiness"

Me:"YouaregonnabelateSisanda"

Sisanda:"Dad"

Me:"Iwillcallyou"



Sisanda:"JustknowIwon'taccepther."

Her:"HoneyIdon'tcarewhatyouthinkorthisthing

youcallafather"

Sisandaclickedhertongueandgotinthecarand

shestarteditbeforereversingout.

Her:"Bye,Don'tevercontactme"

Iheldherarm.

Me:"Youcan'tjustleavewithoutgivingmeyour

name"

Shelookedatmeupanddownwithafrownand

yankedherarmoffmygrip.

Her:"Youhavenobusinesstoknowit."

Me:"Ithinkwearefriendsnow"

Ismirked.

Her:"Nx"

Me:"Alittledrinkwouldn'thurt"

Shegavemealookandtookthewhiskythat'sinmy

handandgulpedit.



Me:"youseemtodownitbetter"

Her:"ActuallyIwantthewholebottle"

Me:"thisway"

Shetooktheblackbagandpushedmeaside

walkinginside.Ichuckled.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

IwaswaitingforNtokomalo.Shecameoutofher

classandcametowardsme,IwassmokingsoI

threwthecigaretteawayandrubbedmyhandsas

sheapproachedme.ShegavemeahugandIheld

herwaist.

Ntokomalo:"Somehowyousmellgood"

Me:"Iknow"

Shebrokethehugandchuckledandpatmy



shoulder.

Ntokomalo:"Let'sgo"

Me:"Iamdroppingyouoffattheresturant?"

Ntokomalo:"Yes"

Me:"thatteacherdidn'tsayanything?"

Ntokomalo:"HesaidIlooksexytoday"

ShesmiledandIclenchedmyjaws.

Me:"Whereishe?"

Istartedwalkingoffandshegotonmyback.

Ntokomalo:"LuneleIamjoking!Iamjoking,he

didn'tsayanything"

Icouldfeelmyanger.

Ntokomalo:"Ngiyaxolisa(Iamsorry)"

Me:"GetoffmybackNtokomalo"

Ntokomalo:"Areyouangryatme?"

Me:"Iam"

Ntokomalo:"Iamsorry"



Me:"Ntoko"

Ntokomalo:"Youforgiveme?"

Me:"Sure"

ShegotoffandIwenttothecarandIgotin.She

gotinaswell.

Ntokomalo:"Lunele"

Ikeptquietandstartedthecaranddroveoff.

.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

Me:"youhavegoodtasteforsomeonelikeyou"

Him:"really?"

Hepouredmorewhiskyforthebothofus.My3rd

glass.



Me:"Mmmh"

HegaveittomeandItookasip.

Me:"Youlivelarge"

Him:"It'scalledhardwork"

Me:"andblood"

Istoodupfromhiscouchandwentaroundwhile

touchingeverything.

Him:"youlikeskimpythings"

Me:"Yeahso?"

Iwasinablackleatherminidress,itwasshortwith

azipinthemiddlealltheway.Itshowedabitof

chestandsomehighmilitarybootsandaleather

jacketontop.

Him:"Nothing"

Me:"stoplookingatmeanditwillbejustfine"

Him:"sowhenareyoukillingme?"

Me:"Whenyouleastexpectit."

Him:"wewillhavetoseethen"



Me:"Hopeyouhaveaninsurancepolice,lifecover

foryourkids?"

Him:"Igotitcovered"

Me:"Goodthen"

Iwalkedupthestairswhilelookingaround,his

houseisreallybeautiful.Daddywouldn'tlikeme

beinghereatall.It'ssadIhavenevermetmyfather.

"Stilllooking"

IturnedwithakickbutheheldmylegandIstood

thereuncomfortable.

Me:"goodreflexes"

Him:"yearsofexperience,expecttheunexpected"

Hesaidandthrewtheemptyglassfromhishand

acrossthepassageandpulledmetohimwithmy

legandcarriedme.Thenpinnedmeonthewall.

Me:"getoffme!"

Hesniffedmyneck.

Him:"Yousmellgood"



Me:"Iknow,I...."

HekissedmyneckandIfelttinglesgoingallover

mybody"

Me:"Stopdoingthat"

Him:"Justonelastone"

Me:"Iwillkillyou"

Hekissedmyneckoncemorewhileunzippingmy

dress,alreadythefloodgateswereopen.

Me:"Mmhstop"

Heplaceshishandonmyboobandsoftlysqeezed

itandIgasped.

Him:"Haveyoueverbeenpunishedbefore?"

Me:"(softly)No"

Hesmirked.

Him:"Thisisstageone"

HeunclothedmeandIwasleftinmyblackg-string

andhecarriedmetoaroomandthrewmeonthe

bedandwenttoclosethedoorandrolledhis



sleevesupandIrolledoffthebedandgotoffand

hepulledmebymywaist.

Him:"whereareyougoing?"

Me:"Iamleaving"

Him:"notuntilwesortyouout."

Me:"I..."

Hepickedmeupandthrewmeonthebedonce

moreandtookouttoys.

Him:"gottheseespeciallyforthisocassion"

Me:"Youmessedupgrandpa"

Hechuckledandpulledmebymylegs,Itried

fightinghim.Hetookoffmyunderwearandtook

thevibratorandturnediton.Hewentonhisknees

spreadingmylegsapartandhestartedplayingwith

myNunausingthevibratorandImoaned.

Me:"Ohyouaresick"

Him:"It'scoming"

Ibitmybottomlip,heremovedthevibratorandhis

headwentbetweenmythighsandIfelthistongue



playingwithme.Hisfingersalsodoingtheirpart

aroundmyfolds.Myhandsclenchedonthecovers

andIthrewmyheadbackasthepleasurewas

washingoverme.

Me:"Mykneesareshaking"

Icouldfeelmyselfcumming.HestoppedandI

openedmyeyes.Hewasuponhisfeetandhetook

thecuffsandcuffedmeup.

Me:"Letmego!"

Him:"sweetheartyouarenotgoinganywhere"

Itriedmovingashetiedmeuponthebed.

Him:"Nowlet'spunishthislittleone"

Hespankedmybuttcheeks.

Me:"thathurts"

Hetookoffhisbelt.Icouldseewhathedoingfrom

themirrorthatispartoftheheadboard.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Him:"Stealingkidsshouldbepunished"



Me:"onceIgetoutofhereIwillkillyou"

Him:"let'sseeifyouwillwalk"

Heinsertedafingerinme,hethrusteditafewtimes

andIbitemybottomlip.

Him:"areyouavirgin?"

HekeepsonthrustingandIshookmyhead.

Him:"Thenwecanusethisonyouthen"

Hepulledoutandhebeltmybuttcheeks.

Me:"Ah!"

Him:"Goodgirlsdon'tscream."

Me:"Prayyourancestorsarewithyou"

Him:"Theyalwaysarewithme"

Hewalkedoffandcamebackwithadildoanda

candle.

Hetookalubeandhepoureditfrommybutt

cheeksandIcouldfeeltheliquidgoingdownand

hetookthedildoandinserteditinme.Hethengot

onmeandlookedatme.Hesmirked.



Him:"Thiswillbefun"

Me:"Iwillgetyou.Markmywords

Hechuckled.

.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

Alwande:"IneedsomeMangoJuice"

Samke:"Sohowwasyourfirstnightasanengaged

woman?"

Me:"Idon'tknow.Istillcouldn'tbelievethathe

proposed.IthoughtthisisoneofmydreamsIwill

wakeupfrom"

Ntokomalo:"wearehere,trustmeit'snotadream

"

Me:"Iwishwecouldallgetmarriedatthesame



time"

Ntokomalo:"Meandmarriageisano,LuneleandI

arefinethewayweare"

Samke:"Marriageisabeautifulthing"

Alwande:"IhavetoagreedwithNtokomaloonthat

"

Me:"whatdoyoumean?"

Alwande:"MpandeandIareyoung.Wewillseeit

inour40'sifweeverreachthatagetogether"

Me:"yourcallsthen"

Idrinkmyjuice.

Ntokomalo:"Sowhatareyouplanningsofarwith

Sihle?"

Me:"wehaven'tspokenmuch.Ijustdon'tknow

howeverythingwillbedone.Ineedtofindmy

motherIguess"

Samke:"IamsureSihlewillhelpyouwiththat"

Ntokomalo:"yeah"



Idon'tevenknowwheretostartlookingformy

mother.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Nduaskedmetojoinhimforjoggingtoday.Iam

notapersonwhojogsbuthebeggedmesoI

agreedandIneedsomefreshairtoclearmyhead.

Wearejustjoggingaroundtheneighbourhoodand

mysonisleftwiththehelper.

Ndu:"Youneedtojogmoreoften"

Me:"Forwhatpurpose?"

Istoppedandtookdeepbreaths.

Ndu:"tokeepfit"

Me:"No,Iamturningback.Ican'tcarryon"

Iheldmychestandturnedaround.Heheldmyarm.



Ndu:"Comeon,Iwillbebored"

Me:"thehouseisnotboringsoIsuggestwego

back"

Ndu:"ComeIwillcarryyou"

HeheldhiskneescrouchingandIjumpedonhis

back.Hechuckledandboostedmeupholdingmy

legsandIheldhisnecklightly.

Ndu:"areyouok?"

Me:"Iamstartingtofeelbetter."

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"wearewalkingbackhome?"

Me:"yesgobackhome"

Ndu:"Thisgirl"

Heturnedandwalkedbackwithmeonhisback.

Ndu:"Celiwe"

Me:"yes?"

Ndu:"canwetalkaboutthekiss?"

Ikeptquiet.



Ndu:"youheardme"

Me:"(swallowed)Uhmyes..yesIdid"

Ndu:"Howdoyoufeel?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Therewassilence.

Me:"you?"

Ndu:"Idon'tknowtoo"

Ijustnodded.

Me:"Let'snotputourheadaroundittoomuch"

Ndu:"Iagree"

Therewassilence.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

ThiskindofpunishmentissomethingIhavenever



known.Itwaspainfulbutalsowithpleasure.I

don'tknowhowtodescribeit.Heshowedme

flamestodayandwithouthimevenpenetratingme

justusingthosetoys.Hehasneverkissedmylips

ortriedtakinghisclothesoffbutjustkeepson

touchingme.

"Thewaterisgoingtogetcold"

Ilookedbehindmeandhewasleaningbythe

bathroomwall.

Me:"Getmeout"

Hechuckled.

Him:"yousaidyouwillgetme"

Me:"mykneesareshaking"

Themultipleorgasimsherestrainedmefrom,the

lastonehitmesohardthatIfeelparalyzedfromit.

Hecamewithatowelanddrainedthewaterbefore

hepickedmeupandwrappedmewithit.

Me:"doyouwanttohavesexwithme?"

Him:"Iwillneverhavesexwithyou.Iwillonly

pleasureyouandpunishyouwithoutme



penetratingyou"

Ikeptquiet.Heplacedmeonthebedandwentto

hisclosetandcamebackwithhist-shirt.

Him:"Youwanttohavesexwithme?"

Me:"ewwuno"

Hechuckled.

Him:"YouenjoyeditIsee"

Me:"what'syourrealname?.Notyourstreetname

"

Hetookthelotionandlotionedme.

Him:"Siyanda"

Inodded.

Him:"Andyou?"

Hedressedmeup.

Me:"Sonto,Nomasonto"

Him:"Thechurchhasbadlucktogiveyouthat

name."

Me:"Mxm"



Hechuckled,Ilookedathimashechuckled.Heis

quiethandsomeandaginglikefinewine.

Him:"seesomethingyoulike?"

Me:"No"

Hepushedmedownonthebedandgotonme.I

felthisbulgeonmeandIclosedmyeyesslightly

moaning.

Him:"Don'tdothat"

Me:"(softly)what?"

Him:"moaning"

Me:"Kissme"

Him:"youwantmeto?"

Me:"Yeah"

Him:"ask"

Me:"please"

Wewerewhisperingtoeachother.Ifeelhislipson

meandhepausesawhilebeforehestartskissing

meandIrespond.Goshheissuchagoodkisser.



HehasthiseffectovermethatIjustfeelweak

whenhetouchesme.Hebreaksthekiss.

Him:"Youwillgetmeinanaccidentagain?"

Ishookmyheadno.

Him:"goodgirl"

Hegetsoffme.

Him:"Inanhouryouareleaving"

Hewalkedoutoftheroom.Whereishemadefrom

?

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★VUYELWA★

WefetchedSthafromcrecheandZikhalitookus

out.Sthawasexcitedjusttoplaythegamesonly

andalsothefoodandboydidsheplaythemuntil

shewasoutofit.WegottakeawayandZikhaliwas

takingustohisplacebeforehedrivesushome.

Wegottohisplaceandwegotoutofthecar,I

expectedittobeamansionbutitwasn'tonebut

surelyhisyardwasverybig.

Me:"Howmanybedroomsdoesyourhousehave?

"

Zikhali:"3,Istayalone.Thereisnoreasonforme

tobuyadoublestoryhouseforoneperson."

Heopenedthedoor.Iseehispoint.

Zikhali:"andIamtiredofstairs."

Ilaughed.

Me:"youarelazy"

Zikhali:"Iam,Ijustlikecomfort"



Me:"that'snice"

Zikhali:"letmegoandputtheprincessdown

beforeIattendmywoman"

Iblushed

Me:"ok"

HewalkedoffandIlookedaround,Isawpicturesof

siblingsandalsohisparents.Hecamebackand

heldmefrombehindandkissedmyneck.

Zikhali:"Onedayyouwillbepartofthisfamily,it's

apromise"

Iwassilent.

Zikhali:"Iloveyou"

IturnedtofacehimandIsmiled.

Me:"IloveyoutooMntungwa"

Hekissedmyforehead.

.

.

.



★SIHLE★

IfinallyknockedoffandIamtired,Letmegoand

fetchZinhleandgetsometakeawaybefore

headinghome.Igotaphonecallfrommysister.

Thelasttimewetalkedwaswhenwefoundoutshe

ispregnantbySakhilebuthedidpaythedamages

forher,eversincethenthingsjustgothecticand

shestartedworkingaswellandtheylivetogether

now.

Me:"Phelo"

Siphephelo:"youdon'twantmeanymore"

Me:"Ihavegotmyoneshitatthemoment,howare

you?"

Siphephelo:"Iamgood,Yournieceisgood"

Me:"sorryhowismyniece?"

Igotinmycar

Siphephelo:"sheisgood.Wewanttovisityou"

Me:"Iwilltalktomyfianceaboutthat"



Shescreamed.

Me:"umsindohayi(noise)"

Siphephelo:"youproposedohmyGod,dothe

rentsknow?"

Me:"notyet,Iamgonnatellthemthisweekend"

Siphephelo:"mybrotherisgrowing,

Congratulations"

Me:"thankstwin"

Siphephelo:"Iwillvisitoneifthesedays.Iam

cominghawu"

Me:"youarestillwithSakhile?"

Siphephelo:"verymuchanddeepinlove"

Igroaned

Siphephelo:"suckitup"

Me:"Iamtrying"

Siphephelo:"okbyebro"

Me:"byesis"

ShehungupandIsentatexttoGugutonotcook.I



startedthecarandwenttoZinhle'sschool.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

AftertheDr'sappointmentwewentbackhome,we

gotsomefoodanddecidedtolockourselvesinour

bedroom.Nhlanhlaismassagingmyfeetatthe

momentandIamenjoying.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavebeenthinking"

Me:"youthinkalotBaby"

Hechuckled.

Nhlanhla:"WhenitinvolvesthefutureIdo"

Me:"okwhathaveyoubeenthinking?"

Nhlanhla:"theharbouroperation"

Me:"yeah?"

Nhlanhla:"thatIhanditovertoLunele"



Me:"Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"Ndaloit'salegacyforthem."

Me:"butit'sdangerous"

Nhlanhla:"IknowbutIknowhewilldojustfine."

Me:"Idon'tlikethisatall"

Heperksmylips.

Nhlanhla:"Ngiyaxolisa(I'msorry)"

Ilookedathim.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalo"

Me:"mmmh?"

Nhlanhla:"It'stheonlyoptionwehave,wecan'tlet

hardworkgolikethat"

Me:"Iknowit'sjustthat...."

Nhlanhla:"youwanttoprotecttheboys"

Inodded

Nhlanhla:"theywillbeabletoprotectthemselves

likeyoucan"



Herunshishandonmylegtomythigh

Nhlanhla:"anditwillgiveusmoretimetomake

babies."

Me:"ifwestillcanhavebabies"

Nhlanhla:"practicemakesperfect"

Me:"(laughing)HayiMthimkhulu"

Nhlanhla:"Don'tyouwantustostartnow"

Ishookmyheadblushing.

Nhlanhla:"butIcanfeelmyenergycomingon"

Me:"wehavekidsinthehouse"

Nhlanhla:"buttheywon'thearus"

Ilaughedashepulledmetohimandkissedmy

neck.

Me:"Nhlanhlastop"

Nhlanhla:"KodwaMamakhe"

HecarriedonkissingmeandIgiggled.Hechuckled

aswell.

Me:"okke"



Nhlanhla:"youwerealreadywarmingup"

Heticklesme.

Me:"(laughing)wearetoooldforthis"

Nhlanhla:"weareneveroldforlovingeachother"

Igotoffhisgripandlaidnexttohim.

Me:"Iwon'tstoplovingyou"

Nhlanhla:"metoo"

Ismiledwhilelookingathim.ifeelveryluckyto

havehiminmylifeandasmyhusband.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

IthinkIfellasleepbecausewhenIwokeupitwas

morning,Iwasstillinthesameroomjustalone,I

gotoffthebedandwenttothebathroomandwent

torinsemymouthbeforeIwalkedoutofthe



bedroom.IstretchedmyselfandIwentdownthe

stairs,Ifoundhimsittingoutsideonachairwhile

sippingsomethingfromawhitemug.Istoodthere

andjustlookedathim,thismanlooksMexicanor

Spanish.Likeoneofthosepeople,Ihavenever

beeninanycontactwithawhitemanofevenbeen

touchedbyone.Herunshisfingersthroughhis

hair.youcouldseethevainsonhisneckaswell,

whydoesitseemlikeIamadmiringhim?

Nomasontogotohimanddemandyourthingsso

youcouldleave,yeahIshoulddothat.Iwalkedout

oftheslidingdoorandIwalkeduptohimandstood

behindhim.

Siyanda:"goodmorning"

Me:"howareyouwhiteandhaveablackname?

Doyouhavesomeothername?"

Siyanda:"Iamnotwhite.Iamblack"

Me:"cabangaukuthiwenzabaniislimaloh(who

doeshethinkheisfooling?)"

Siyanda:"Wozauzohlalaphansiuyekeulaka(come

andsitdownandstopthisanger)"



Me:"Mxm"

Iwalkedaroundandhesmiledwhilelookingatme.

Siyanda:"comesithere"

HepulledmetohislapandIcouldfeelhisbare

chestonmyback.

Siyanda:"howdidyousleep?"

Me:"ok,didweshareabed?"

Siyanda:"No,Isleptintheguestroom"

Me:"good"

Siyanda:"youmighthavekilledmeinyoursleep"

Me:"precisely"

Thereissilence

Siyanda:"Sunrisesarebeautiful"

Theyreallyare.

Me:"Howoldareyou?"

Siyanda:"oldenough"

Me:"Mxm"



Siyanda:"Youdon'taskamanthat"

Me:"Ido"

Siyanda:"Don't"

Me:"what?It'snotgonnamakeyouyoungerifyou

don'ttellme"

Siyanda:"Dontaskme.Howoldareyou?"

Me:"34,see?DidIdie?"

Siyanda:"Iwon'ttellyoustill"

Me:"Howmanykidsdoyouhave?"

Siyanda:"youwanttobemysurrogate?"

Me:"ewwuno"

Hechuckledandplacedhishandonmythigh.I

laidbackonhim.

Siyanda:"3kids"

Me:"howoldisyouroldest?"

Siyanda:"heis31"

Me:"mmmh"



Siyanda:"what?"

Me:"Iamtryingtocalculateyourage"

Siyanda:"Don't"

Therewassilence.

Siyanda:"letsgoinsidesoyoucanmakebreakfast

forme"

Me:"Ineedmoney"

Siyanda:"forwhat?"

Me:"youcantdowhatyoudidyesterdayforfree"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"butIdidn'tsleepwithyou"

Me:"IsawthisskirtandjacketIwant"

Siyanda:"Takethemoneyyoucamewith"

Igotoffhim.

Me:"ok"

Heshookhisheadanddrankhisbeverage.

.



.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Idon'thaveclassestodaysoLuneletookmeoutto

themalltogetsomeclothes,Ididn'tseethe

necessitybutheinsisted.WhoamItodenyhimof

hismoney,IgotwhatIneededandwenttohim.He

wasonhisphone.

Me:"Iamdone"

Helookedatme

Lunele:"areyousure?"

Inodded.

Me:"yes"

Lunele:"oklet'sgoandpaythen"

Wewenttothetillandhepayed.

Me:"Canwemakeonelaststop?"

Lunele:"Sure"



Hekissedmycheek.

Lady:"Holdontohim"

Ilookedather.

Me:"heisnotgoinganywheretrustme"

Shescannedmyclothes.

Lunele:"WeshouldgototheDr.Yourshotistoday

"

Me:"Iforgot"

Lunele:"Isee"

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Shedidn'ttalkmuchyesterdayandIwonderedwhy,

whenshecamebackfromthatlunchhermoodhas

beenoffandIdidn'twanttoprymuchbecause

SamkesnapsreallyquickattimessoIwantedher



tocooloff.Weareinabathtubtogether.It's

easiertobathtogetherandsometimeswegetto

justbondmoreoverit,shareourchildhoodand

futureplanstogether.Thatalwaysmakeshersmile.

IreallyloveherandIdon'tthinkanotherwoman

wouldcomeandtakethatloveawayfromme.

Me:"Samke....talktome"

Sheissilent.

Me:"Samke"

Itouchherhand.

Samke:"Mmmh?"

Me:"what'swrong?"

Samke:"nothing"

Me:"don'ttellmethat?"

Samke:"whatdoyouwanttohear?"

Me:"what'sbotheringyou?"

Samke:"Ijustfeelafluecomingonthat'sall"

Shefakedasmile.



Me:"Iwon'tpry"

Shenodded.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Ipouredwateronherchest,shewhispered.

Samke:"untilwhen"

Iheardher.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★KHONA★

Ihaven'ttalkedtomyfatherinalongtimeandreally



Ineverwasreadyuntilhecontactedmeandwanted

ustotalk.IheardhewasinacaraccidentbutI

didn'twanttogoandseehim.Heneverplayedhis

fatherroleonmesowhyshouldIbotherwith

someonewhoisjustaspermdonor.Samke

convincedmetocomedowntoDurbanandSee

himonlyifshewilltagalong.

Samke:"Don'thabourangerplease.It'snotgood"

Me:"Iamfinewithouthim"

Samke:"pleasegivehimachance"

Me:"Canwekillhimandelope?"

Samke:"Usakhonano!YoukillsomeoneIwill

leaveyou"

Ifheknewhowmuchbloodisonmyhands.

Samke:"Idreamtofyousinkinginoceanwater"

Me:"whatdoesitmean?"

Samke:"Maybeyouneedtobecleansedoff

something"

Inodded.



Me:"Youarecoming?"

Samke:"Ineedtorest.Go"

Wewereatthehotel.

Me:"baby"b

Isay

Samke:"Nogo"

Ihuffed.

Me:"okIloveyou"

Ikissedherlipsandwenttoherearandbititsoftly

andshegiggled.Ichuckled.

Samke:"Iloveyoutoo"

ItookmycarkeysandIwentoutofthehotel.I

wonderwhathewants.Maybeheisdying.

.

.

.

★GUGU★



IhaveatesttodaysoIhavetogotocampusand

write.IamnervousandscaredthoughIknowIdid

studybutIamjustscared.Ididn'tquietsleepwell.

SihlewasdoneeatingandsoasZinhle.

Sihle:"Iwillfetchyou"

Me:"Icantaketaxis"

Sihle:"No,it'sbetterwhenItakeyou"

Me:"ok"

Hecameandkissedmylips.

Sihle:"Youlookprettytoday"

Me:"Don'tIalways?"

Sihle:"Ijustmeanyoudojustprettycutetoday"

Iblushedandhechuckled.

Sihle:"Zinhlelet'sgo"

Me:"Byebaby"

Ikissedhercheek.

Zinhle:"Byemommy"



Shewavedandtheywalkedout.Iwatchedthem

andmysmilecouldn'tfadeaway.Iaminagood

space,Ibrushmybellyandlookedatmyringand

thejoyjustexceeded.Ican'twaittomarrySihle,He

isamazinganddoesn'tdisappointmeevenonce.I

lovehimandnowIwanttoopenmyheartfullyand

fallinlovewithhimsomuchanddeeplyandgive

himmyalljustlikehedidforme.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

IwasfreshandalreadyeatenwhenKhonaleft.He

wantedtomakesureIwasokandIwas.Iwas

watchingsomechurchsermonontvandIwas

lookingatthepastor.WherecanIfindthesepastors

thatperformmiraclesoIcouldwalk.Iclosedmy

eyesandbreathedinandoutbeforeIpushed

myselfupandIsatdown.Imovedmylegstothe

floorandtheywereshaking.Myheartwas



breathingfast.Itriedstandingupslowly.Myknees

wereshakingwhileIheldontothewheelchairand

whenIthoughtIwasupenoughIletgoofthewheel

chairbutmylegsfailedmeandIwentdowntothe

floor.MybackstartedachingandIcried.

Me:"WhymeGod?"

Whyme?WhydidIhavetogothroughallofthis?

IsitbecauseIhavenoonetospeakformewhenit

gotenough,thatIcouldn'teasilywalkaway.Why

didyoumakemeloveamanthatlateronhurtme?

Whycan'tIwalk?Whycan'theperformhis

miraclesformeorhedoesn'twanttohearanything

fromme?Ifeelhopeless.Icriedwhilelayingon

thefloor.

.

.

.

★SIYANDA★

Nomasonto.ThelasttimeIsawherwasafewdays



agothenaftersheleft.Sheissomethingelse.

TodayIaskedKhonatocomeandIwantusto

mendourrelationshipmaybeandaskfor

forgiveness.Iwasnotinmyrightmindbutthat

doesn'tjustifyanything.Atthispointitdoesn't

matterifIdieit'sok.Sisandaisoldandherbrothers

willprotectherIknowKhonawill,heistoughthan

Manqoba.Thehelperpreparedamealfortheday.

ThedoorbellrangandIwenttoopenit.Iwasin

shortsandatop.It'saveryhotdayinDurbantoday

whichwillhavemepinkifIfeeltheheatfrom

outside.Air-conditioninginventionwasthebestgift

fromman.Hestoodthere

Me:"Khona"

Hewassilent.

Khona:"(clearthroat)Dad"

Ismiled.Iexpectedhimtocallmebymyname.

Me:"Thankyouforcoming"

Khona:"Thankmygirlfriend,sheconvincedme"

Me:"Ishouldthen"



Hewalkedinsideandwenttothelounge.Iclosed

thedoorandIfollowedafterhim,hehashelped

himselfwithsomethingtodrink.

Khona:"WhyamIhere?"

Me:"IwanttoapologiseaboutthewayIhavebeen

allofthoseyears.Ishouldhavebeenabetter

fathertoyou"

Khona:"youshouldhave"

Me:"Iknow"

Hejustnodded.

Me:"Ihavesomethingtoshowyou"

Khona:"whatisit?"

Heasked.

Me:"Come"

Hestoodupandfollowedafterme.Wewalked

throughthedownstairspassageandIstoodInfront

ofthedoor.

Khona:"theforbiddenroom"



Inodded.

Khona:"What'sinthere?"

HeaskedandIopenedthedoor.Iwashereearlier

on.

Me:"comeandsee"

Khona:"ifyoukillmeIwill...."

Me:"Iwon'tdothatever."

Khona:"youshotmeonce"

Me:"Ididn'tandIamsorry"

Khona:"mmmh"

Wegotinsideandhelookedaround.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Iwalkedin.Theroomisactuallyhugeandthisis



verycreepybutpeacefulaswell.Theroomhas

blackwallsandaradioaswell.Iwalkedaround

justrunningmyfingersontheframeandIstopped

andlookedathim.

Me:"Whoisthis?"

Dad:"Sizakele,yourmother"

Ilookedaround.

Me:"DidThabisileknowaboutthisroom?"

Dad:"No,shedidn't."

Inodded.

Me:"Ihavehereyes"

HechuckledwhileIwaslookingatthisroomfullof

mymother'spictures.Properandstolenmoments

aswelllikethisonesheissleepingandIcouldsee

herbigstomach.

Dad:"Shewaspregnantwithyouhere"

Me:"Whendidshedie?"

Hewassilent.



Dad:"whenyouwereclosetotwoyears"

HesaidandIfeltsoheartbroken.

Dad:"Shelovedyousomuch"

HesaidandIwassilent.

Dad:"irememberwhenshewaspregnantwithyou.

Thejoyshehadandtheworryofloosingyou.You

hadatwin"

Iturnedtolookathim.

Me:"whereismytwin?"

Dad:"Yourmothermiscarriedthetwin"

Me:"why?"

Iwastwin?

Dad:"Iwillbehonest."

Inodded.

Dad:"Iwasn'tperfectandnorwasNdu'sfather.

Heusedtoabuseyourmotherandwhenshewas

pregnantwithyouhecheatedandsodidshewith

me.Theyweregonnaseperateandthat'swhenhe



hither.ThepositionIfoundherinandthestateshe

wasinwasnotgood.That'showshelostyourtwin.

Sheneverknew.Shediedthinkingsheonlycarried

you.Iknewhowmuchitwouldbreakherheartif

sheknewshelostyetanotherchild"

Me:"Howmany?"

Dad:"3sheonlymiscarried3beforeyou"

Inodded.

Me:"SomeandNdusurvived?"

Henodded.

Me:"Tellmemoreabouther"

Hesmiled.Actuallyhisfacebrightenedup.

Dad:"IremeberthefirstdayImether.Shewasat

herhouseandIhadtofetchherandtakeheraway

forsafety.Sihle'sfatherwasshotthattimeandwe

hadtofindoutwhobykeepingeveryonesafe.I

swearmyworldjuststoppedforamomentandshe

askedmewhoIamandyouknowwhatIsaid?"

Me:"Nowhat?"



Dad:"Yourfuturebae"

Ilaughed.

Me:"cocky"

Dad:"Iwasn'tlyingbecausemonthsdowntheline

wegottogether.ShelovedAizaandmejustlike

howIlovedThabisileandHer"

Henodded.

Dad:"Ireallylovedyourmother,somuch.Idon't

knowattimeshowIgotherebutIwishshewas

herewithme"

Me:"Iamsorry"

Youcouldseethehurtinhiseyes.

Me:"Doyouthinkofher?"

Dad:"everyday,Ialwaysvisitedhergraveonmy

weddinganniversary"

Me:"Why?"

Dad:"Shediedthatday,Ishouldhavefollowedher

"



Me:"youdidn'tknowshewasgonnakillherself"

Dad:"Icausedit"

ThereissilenceandIlookatthisonebigpicture

andshehastwokidsonherlapwhilesmiling.

Dad:"AuntyKamosentthatoneafewdaysago"

Me:"Shewasbeautiful"

Dad:"verymuchandhadaverybeautifulheartwith

everything"

Me:"Dad"

Ilookedathim.

Dad:"YoucanbringNduhereanytime"

Me:"Iwill"

Ihuggedhimandtearsjuststreameddownmy

cheeks.Hehuggedmeback.

Dad:"IamsorryUsakhona"

Me:"it'sok"

.



.

.

★CELIWE★

Ndu:"Lookwhoislookinghandsomeinswimming

shorts"

Heliftedmybabyup.

Me:"Sohandsome"

Ndu:"Thankyou.Iknow"

Heflickstheairlikehehashair.

Me:"(laughing)Andthen?"

Ndu:"Thecomplimentsaretoomuch"

Ishookmyheadandtookmyson.

Me:"Imadesnacks.Momanddadarenothere"

Ndu:"TheyareinJohburg"

Me:"Oh,theydidn'tsay"



Ndu:"yeah.Theyaregonnaseemymotherand

father"

Me:"canmeandthelittleguygoandswim?"

Ndu:"Iamcomingtoo.Letmegoandchange."

HerushedoutandIlaughed.Myphonerangandit

wasAlwande.OhhowImissher.IheardGuguis

engagedandIamsohappyforher.

Me:"Lwande"

Lwande:"SisiImissyou"

Me:"Meetoo.Iwillasktovisit"

Lwande:"Please.Sohowisschool?"

Me:"Schoolisgoingverywell"

Lwande:"Ohthat'swonderful.Life?"

Me:"it'sok,Ienjoylivinghere"

Lwande:"hawuyoudon'twantme"

Shesniffed.

Me:"areyoucrying?"

Lwande:"hormones"



Me:"ohsorry"

Lwande:"Ihavetogo,Mpandehasmyfood"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Thankyouforthecheckup.Iloveyou"

Lwande:"Iloveyoutoo"

Shehangsupandwegoandgetthisoneinfloats

andItakeoffmybasketballjerseyandflip-flops.I

aminswimwearaswell.Todayit'shotandthe

oceanviewfromthepoolsideismagnificent.Who

wouldhavethoughtthatme,CeliweMasondo

wouldbeinapoolinsuchabighousebytheocean

inDurban.LifehasUnexpectedturns.Igetinside

andputmysoninandheisfloating.

"Puthiminthissohecouldliedown"

Nduwasinshorts.IclosedmyeyesasIsawhisV-

lineandit'stoovisible.Hegotinsidethewaterand

putThebabyonwhathewasreferringtoandlet

himlikethat.

Me:"Won'thedrown?"

Ndu:"No"



Inodded.

Me:"wellIcan'tswim"

Ndu:"Comeletmeteachyou"

Hepulledmetohim,heheldmywaistandhe

smiled.

Me:"Soyoustartofflikethis"

Ndu:"CanIstartwithsomethingelse?"

Me:"Uhmsure,youaretheteacher"

Myheartbeatwasracing.Thuddingagainstmy

ribcage.Hekissedmeandcaressedme.Ipulled

back

Me:"Ndu"

Ndu:"MyLilly"

Icouldn'thelpbutblush.

Ndu:"YouknowIwon'thurtyou"

Me:"NdalowillkillyouIknow"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"TellmeyoucanfeelwhatIfeel"



Hesays.Idon'tknowwhattosay.

Me:"Ihaveachild"

Ndu:"that'sourchild.So?"

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Ndu:"Youcanthinkaboutit"

HekissedmyforeheadAndheldmewhilehe

movedaroundthepool.Ilaidmyheadonhis

shoulderatsomepointandjustlistenedtothebirds

andtheoceansounds.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

Meetingwithdadwasnice.Heisactuallyatalkative

personandIthinkIknowwhereIgotthatfromnow,

it'sdefinitelyfromhim.Wehadsomelunchand

alsosharedabottleoverlightconversations.He

toldmehowhebecamemixedraceandhowwe



alsoinheritedthegene.Mygreatgrandfatherwhich

wedon'tknowhasreallystronggenes.SoIampart

Mexicansomewhereinmeandalsosouthafrican

butIamstillaZuluman100%.Healsotoldme

abouthowtheThabisileandhimsituation

happened.IthinknowhewasjustspillingbutIlove

news.Hereallytoldmealotabouthislifeaswell

andIwasn'tshockedtofindthathehasbeenathug.

Ikindaknewjustneverpinnedit.

Dad:"Somedayoneofyouhastotakeover"

Me:"Lunele?"

Dad:"youallhavetoworktogether.Iknowyou

boysareinsomethingshadyaswell"

Idrankmybeverage.

Dad:"Iamright"

Me:"Ineedtogo,Ileftmygirlfriendalone"

Istoodupandhedid.

Dad:"ok,thankyouforcoming.Bringheroneday"

Me:"Iwill"



Dad:"letmewalkyouout"

Wewalkedoutandwesharedahug.Hesaidhe

willcallmeandInoddedandgotinthecar.Icalled

Samketoaskherwhattobringbutshedidn't

answer.IstartedthecarandpassedbySteersto

buysometakeout.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

IwasbackinCapetown.Mymotherisalecturerat

Stellenbosch.Idolivewithherandherhusbandbut

IhavemyownapartmentthatIlivein.

Me:"CanIhavethatglass?"

Momhandedittome.

Mom:"Imissedyousomuch"

Me:"metoo"



Mom:"Iamjustgladyouaresafe"

Ifakedasmileandshelookedatme.Myphone

rangasIpouredsomemilkinmyglassandI

answeredit.

Me:"Hello"

Momlookedatme.

"YouforgotaboutmeSonto"

Iclickedmytongueanddrankmymilk.Momlooked

atme.

Me:"Idid"

Iwalkedofffromherbecausehereyesarepiercing.

Siyanda:"HowcanyouwhenIknowIhavebeen

treatingyougood"

Me:"Pleasegrandpadon'teven"

Siyanda:"What?"

Me:"GoandplaywithyourgrandchildrenMkhulu

andleavemealone"

Siyanda:"Idon'thavethembutcallmeMkhulubae



then"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Youhaveasenseofhumor"

Siyanda:"Whenareyoucomingback?"

Me:"Iamnot"

Siyanda:"Whereareyouthen?"

Me:"mars"

Siyanda:"(chuckling)Ok,Iwillbetheretomorrow"

Hisvoiceistemptingme.

Me:"wewillsee"

Siyanda:"givemeahugwhenyouseeme"

Me:"Iwon't.Bye"

Ihungup.Mythoughtswonderedofftohowhis

handsandfingersjustdothingstomybodyIcan't

explain

"Youhaveaboyfriend?"

Me:"mom!"



Ijumpedturning.

Mom:"Tellme"

Me:"noIdon't"

Mom:"mmmh"

Shewalkedoff.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★GUGU★

Sihlecamebytofetchmeandhedroppedmeoffat

thecampusandIwentintowrite.Iwasn'tsure



howIfeltaboutthepaperbutIwaspreparedsoI

thoughtitwasok,AfterIwasdoneIwalkedoutof

thetestvenueandItookoutmyphoneandsenta

messagetoSihletellinghimIamdoneandhesaid

heis5minutesawaysoIhadtowait.Iwenttothe

vendingmachineandgotsomecokeandIwentto

sitdownanddranksome.

"Uhmhi"

Ilookedupandthiswomanandsomegirlstood

Infrontofme.

Me:"Hi"

Her:"Shedoeslooklikeyouwhenyouwereyoung"

Lady:"Canwego?"

Sheturnedaroundandwalkedoffandporches

flashedit'slightsbeforesheopensandgotinside.

Girl:"Iamsorry.Youjustlooklikemyauntwho

justleft.MynameisHulisani"

Me:"Snegugu"

Shesmiled.



Girl:"wellsorrytobotheryou"

Me:"it'sfine"

SheleftandIwentbacktowaitingforSihle.He

cameandIstruggledgettingupatfirstbutIdidand

hegotoutofthecarandcametome.

Sihle:"Howareyou?"

Me:"Okandyou?"

Sihle:"SorryIgotdelayed.IwenttofetchZinhle"

Me:"It'sok.Iwanttobehome"

Sihle:"let'sgetyouhome"

Wewalkedtothecarandheopenedthedoorforme

andwegotinside.

Me:"HeyZinhle"

Zinhle:"Mommywehaveacupcakesaleatschool

"

Shegivesmeapamphlet.

Me:"Ohokthen"

Thesewhiteschoolsjesus.



Sihle:"ShetoldmewhenIgotin"

Me:"Iwonderwhattheyarefundraisingfor"

Sihle:"Grade7farewell,thewholeschoolis"

Me:"Schoolisascam"

Hechuckled.

Sihle:"Let'sgetyouguyshome"

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Icheckedthecoast,IwasoncallwithMpande.

Mpande:"Soanotherwomanisorderingthishit?"

Me:"yes,onanotherone"

Mpande:"thisismessedup,Likewedon'tdo

women"

Me:"(sigh)Iknowbutthemoneyisgood"



Mpande:"Howmuch?"

Me:"5million"

Hewhistled.

Mpande:"What'stheirstory?"

Me:"themistressisorderingthehitonthewife"

Mpande:"Thisismessedup.Let'skillthemboth"

Me:"hayiwena"

Hechuckled.

Mpande:"It'sshortnotice"

Me:"Iknow"

Mpande:"wecandoitthough"

Me:"Iknow."

Mpande:"wewilltalkbroseeyoutonightthen"

Me:"BringLwandesoNtokomalowouldn'tbe

bored."

Mpande:"isn'tthatdangerousforthem?"

Me:"No,it'sjustquickandclean"



Mpande:"Okthen.Ihavetogobeforeshewakes

up"

Me:"Metoo,bye"

Ihungupandputmyphoneaway.Isighed,My

shouldersfeelheavy.Ithinkit'stheamountofsouls

Ihavetakenandit'sreallystrainingme.

Ntokomalo:"Ihopeyouarenottalkingtoyourside

chick"

Ilaughedwhileturningandshewalkedtome.

Me:"Itoldhertocallmelater"

ShefrownedandIlaughed.

Me:"Iamjoking"

Ntokomalo:"Iknow.It'scoldouthere"

Me:"letmewarmyou"

Ntokomalo:"Comemakemewarm"

Iwrappedmyarmsaroundherbody"

Ntokomalo:"Yousmellgoodbabe"

Me:"Thankyou"



Ikissedhercheek.

Me:"Ngiyazifelangawe(Iloveyousomuch)"

Sheblushed.

Ntokomalo:"Ifeelsolucky."

Me:"Iamtheluckyone."

Westayedthereforawhile.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

WewerevisitingtheZiqubu'sforacoupleofdays,

theDrhasn'tgottenbacktousandIamnotworried

much,ifwecan'thavekidsagainthenwecan'tand

IamsatisfiedwiththechildrenIhavewithme.Just

hopingNduandCeliwebehave.

Kamo:"it'sbeensolong"

Shesaysplacingthewineonthecountertop.Our



husbandsdisappearedsomewherearoundthe

house.

Me:"Verylong.Howdoesitfeeltobea

grandmother?"

Kamo:"Iloveit,Sihleisexpecting"

Me:"really?Congratulations"

Kamo:"Iamsoyoungtobeagrandmother"

Ilaughed.

Me:"'fhatshowNhlanhlamakesmefeel"

Kamo:"Ishould'vebeenoneatmy50'snot40's.I

blameingathiforgettingmepregnantearly"

Me:"Youlovethemthough"

Kamo:"Somuch"

Me:"AndLuneleisnotgivingmeone"

Kamo:"Hewill"

Idrinkwineandouttheglassdown

Me:"NhlanhlaandIarethinkingofhavinganother

baby"



Shelookedshock.

Kamo:"youarebrave.Igavethatthingupafterthe

twins.Won'tithurtgivingbrthatyourage?"

Me:"Idon'tmind.It'sthebestpain"

Kamo:"youneeddevineintervention.Sincewhenis

painnice?"

Ilaughed.

Me:"ohinnocentKamogelo,whereisyourmother

?"

Shesighed.

Kamo:"Ididn'twanttotellingathithisbecauseI

knowhowmuchhelovesmymother"

Me:"what'swrong?"

Kamo:"SheisillNdalo.SheisattheHospiceright

now.Iamafriadoftellingthekidsaswell"

Me:"YouneedsupportKamo.Tellhim"

Kamo:"itwillbreakhimmorethanIambroken.

Sheaskedmenotto"



Me:"heisyourhusband.Doso."

Shenodded.

Kamo:"Ok,Iwillsee"

.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Thetearssoothedmeintosleepingonthefloor,I

couldn'tgetupevenifIwantedto.Myheartwas

justaching.Iwokeupandlookedaroundtheroom

andIwasonthebed,IlookedbesidemeandKhona

wasnexttomeholdingmelikealittlechild.His

headonmystomach,Iranmyfingersonhishair

andhewokeupimmediatelyandhelookedatme

andsatuprubbinghiseyes,Idon'tdeservehim.He

doesn'tdeservetobewithme,Ifelttearsweldingin

myeyes.



Khona:"Ishouldn'thaveleftyou"

Heranhisfingersonmycheekandthetearsrolled.

Khona:"Pleaseforgiveme"

Me:",Usakhona"

Iswallowed

Khona:"IamsorryIwasn'there"

Me:"Iwillneverwalkagain"

Khona:"Iknow"

Ifeltlikesomeonewasstabbingme.

Me:"Iwillnevertakewalkswithyoueveragain,on

thebeach"

Ichuckledastearsstreamed.Helookedhurt.

Me:"Iwillneverstandonmytoesandtrytoreach

yourlipstogiveyouakiss"

Khona:"Samke"

HeheldmyhandandIlookedatit'sashesqueezed

it.

Me:"Iwillneverswimwithyou,Dancewithyou,do



allthefunstuffwithyou"

Khona:"youwillbaby,youwillalways"

Iclosedmyeyesandheldmychest.

Me:"IloveyouUsakhona,Ifeelit"

Khona:"IloveyousomuchSamke."

Iopenedmyeyes.

Me:"Iamaburden.Youdon'tdeservea

disfunctionalwomanlikeme.Youdeservea

womanwhoyoucanfullfunctionwithanddoalot

ofstuffwithwithouttheweightthatisme."

Khona:"Samkepleasedon't"

Me:"IthurtsUsakhona.Ican'tlivelikethis,Idon't

wantto...Ican'tlookatmyself.Whyme,whyyou?

Whydidyouendupwithsomeonelikeme.Ifwe

werementtobewhydidn'tImeetyouwhenIwas

okmentally,emotionallyandPhysically.Whydid

Godputusheretohurtyou?Ican'tdoyoulikethat

UsakhonaIjustcan't"

Khona:"Samke"



Iinterruptedhim.

Me:"youdeservebetterUsakhona,Iloveyou"

Tearsstreameddownmycheeksandhekeptquiet

andlaidhisheadonmychest.

Khona:"Iloveyousomuch,thatwon'tchange.

Youwon'tleavemeSamkenotbecauseofanything.

SamkeIloveyouanditwon'tchangedon'tforget

that"

Icouldfeelmychestgettingwet.

Me:"IamsorryKhona"

Asobescapesmylips.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Jabu:"Vuyelwa"



Ilookedathimandcrossedmyarms.Helooked

downtoSthaandwasabouttocrouch.

Me:"Don'teventhinkaboutit,Sthaasambe(Stha

let'sgo)"

Itookherhandandwewereabouttowalkinthe

yard.

Jabu:"Itoldmyfamily"

Me:"about?"

Jabu:"Vuyelwapleasedon'tdothis"

Me:"Dowhat?"

IlookedatStha.

Me:"Goinside"

Sheheldherbackpackandraninsidethehouse.I

havejustfetchedherfromcrechewhenIsawthis

onestandinghere.

Jabu:"Youcanpunishmeallyouwantbutnotmy

daughter.Sheneedsherfather"

Me:"Don'tyoudarestartblackmailingmedon't

even"



Jabu:"Vuyelwa,Iamsorry"

Me:"Okfineyoucangobacktotheholeyoucame

from.IForgiveyou"

Jabu:"Vuyelwa"

Me:"youarestillhere?"

AcarpulledupbehindhisandIplacedmyhands

onmyhips.Zikhaliwastheonewhosteppedout

ofthecarandheclosedthedoorandcametowards

us.

Jabu:"Mbulazi"

Zikhali:"MphembekuhambakanjaniNdoda?(How

arethings?)"

Jabu:"Kuyancengeka(wearetrying)"

WaitamImissingsomething?

Zikhali:"SthandwaSam(mylove)"

Me:"Woahwaitthere"

Jabufrowned.

Jabu:"SthandwaSam?(Mylove?)"



Me:"Howdoyouknoweachother?"

Zikhali:"CanIaskaquestion?"

Jabu:"Youaremarriedand...."

Me:"YeyiYeyidontbullshitonmewena!Don't

even"

Zikhali:"calmdown"

Jabu:"IwillfetchSthatomorrow"

Me:"Whodidyouspeakwith?DidIgiveyouthe

righttocome?!"

Zikhali:"Ithinkyoushouldleave.Sokhuluma(we

willtalk)"

JabuwentoffandIturned.Zikhaliheldmyarm.

Zikhali:"Vuyelwa"

Me:"letgoofme,youwanttofinishwhathe

started?"

Zikhali:"ngibheke(lookatme)"

Idid

Zikhali:"IamnotJabulaniNtuli,Iam



ZikhalizamantungwaKhumalo.Whateverhistory

youhavewithJabulani,Idon'tcarecauseyouare

minenow.Don'tcomparemetoyourex'sbecause

Iamnotthem.IknowwhatIwantandthatisyou,I

didn'tknowyouknewJabulanisoasyou.Don't

punishmeforthatlikeIwassupposedtomagically

knowthathwasyourex.Weareneverhavingthis

talkagainyangizwa?(Youhearme?)"

Inodded.

Zikhali:"swallowyourprideandattitudeandspeak

tomeVuyelwa"

Me:"Ihearyou"

Zikhali:"Good.Hambauyolandaumntwana

wethu(goandgetfetchourchild)"

Inodded

Me:"ok"

Hebrushedmycheekandsmiled.

Zikhali:"Ngiyakuthandayezwa?(Iloveyouok?)"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"



HekissedmyforeheadandIwentawaytogetStha.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,06:09] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT63

★SIYANDA★

"JUSTGIVEMEACHANCE,ITWILLBEWORTHIT"

ThosewordsranginmyheadasIlookedather

picture,Ijustkeptonscrollingthroughmyphone,I

lookedatherpicturesandcrossedmylegs,the

wholehousewasdark,onlytheoutsidehadlight.



Thehelperhadalreadyleft.Usakhonaactuallygot

tobondforthefirsttimeevertogetherandIwould

reallyliketohaveagoodrelationshipwithhim.I

ranmyfingersonmyphoneandscrolledthroughto

thenextpicture.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Mpande:"LwandeIamsorry"

Me:"It'sok,Youhaddaystotellmethough"

Mpande:"it'sjustalittlethingwithbusiness

associates

Me:"sincewhenyouhaveabusiness?"

Iturnedtohimandhejustlookedatme.

Mpande:"youlookamazing"



Me:"thankyou,nowanswermyquestion"

Mpande:"wethinkingofstartingone.Whynot

knowpeopleintheprocess?"

Me:"okthen"

'Ifacedthemirrorandhelookedathiswatch

Mpande:"weshouldgo"

Me:"youaresureyourmotherisokwithlooking

afterthelittleone?"

Mpande:"shewasexcitedthatheiscomingover.

Shedidn'tevengreetme"

Ilaughed.

Me:"askies"

Mpande:"comelet'sgobeautiful"

Iblushed.

Me:"youarelookingdapper"

Mpande:"allthankstomyfather'sgoodgenes"

Ilaughed.

Me:"ohthategohoneyistoomuch"



Hechuckledaswewalkedoutoftheapartment.

.

.

.

★KAMOGELO★

Ndaloandherhusbandwerenowintheguest

bedroombondingwiththeirgrandchild.Ihearwhat

NdalowassayingbuthonestlyIjustfearmy

husband'sreaction.Iwasgettingreadyforbed

anyway.Sittingonthebedinmysilkpyjamasand

aGownontopwaitingforhimtocomeoutofthe

bathroom.Thebathroomdooropenedandhecame

outwrappedupinatowelandtheotheronehewas

wipinghimself.Myhusbandisagingvery

gracefully,youwouldn'tsayheisasoldasheis

andthatwehavethishugeagegapbetweenusbut

IlovehimsomuchandIknowhedoes.Healways

showshowmuchhelovesmeaswell.

Ingathi:"Thewaterwasnice,wishyoujoinedme"



Me:"youaresupposedtobeonretirementnow"

Ingathi:"youknowwhiskyismylife"

Me:"Ingathi,SihleandNduarethere"

Ingathi:"Iwillthinkabouteverything'"

Me:"Ok"

Hefinishedwipinghimselfandwenttotakehis

lotion.

Ingathi:"Canyoulotionme?"

Inodded.Igotupanddidastold.Myhandswent

alloversmearingthecream.

Me:"Ziqubu"

Ingathi:"baby"

Iswallowed.

Me:"Ihavesomethingtotellyou"

Ingathi:"Whatisit?"

Ikeptquietawhile.

Me:"it'smom"



Ingathi:"Issheok?"

Me:"Iamafriadnot"

Heturnstome.

Ingathi:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Me:"She...sheissick.Bedsick"

Ingathi:"Howlong?"

Me:"It'sbeen5monthsnow"

Ingathi:"Andyoudidn'ttellmeKamogelo!"

HewalkedtotheclosetandIfollowed.

Me:"Iwasscared.Sheaskedmenottotellyou,it

wouldn'tmakeadifferencebecausethereis

nothingwecando.ItriedeverythingIngathi"

Ingathi:"Theworldisbig.Somethinghastocome

up"

Me:"herheartisfailing.Soonitwon'tholdon.I

trieddonorsItriedeverythingandthereisnothingI

cando,ithurts.Shemightleavemeinthisworld

and...."



HehuggedmeandIcriedonhischest.

Ingathi:"Iamsorrybaby"

Me:"Iamscared"

Ingathi:"wewilltryeverything"

Me:"Iamloosinghope"

Ingathi:"wecan't"

Idon'tknowatthispointwhattodo.Iamscaredof

loosingher,Ialwaysimagineusdyingtogethernot

likethis.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Me:"youarestillfine?"

Shenoddedandthechampagnewasbroughttous.

Wewereatthelocationweneededtobein.

EverythingwasgoingverywellsofarandwhatI



loveaboutNtokomaloisthatshedoesn'task

questions.SheoncetoldmethatifIamdoing

shadystuffshedoesn'twanttoknowbecauseshe

doesn'twanttoendupunderaliedetectortest

lyingandthethingsellingherout.Ilaughed,she

watchesmoviessomuch.Shelooksgorgeous

thoughtonight.

Me:"Youareok?"

Ntokomalo:"calmdownsir,Everything'sfinewith

meandthechampagnetastesnice.Ohthereis

Lwande"

Shesaidandweturnedastheywerecheckedfirst

beforetheywalkedinside.

Mpande:"Family"

Alwande:"Ntokomalohowareyou?"

Theyhugged.

Ntokomalo:"Iamgood.Youlookwonderful."

Alwande:"Thankyou"

Mpande:"Iwillgetyoujuice"



Ntokomalo:"thereisnonalcoholicchampagne"

Alwande:"Ohthat'sbetter"

Mpande:"Iwillcallthewaiter"

Hewavedhishandup.Ilookedathimandhe

nodded.Goodheisfocused.

IscannedmyeyesandIsawthewomanweare

herefor.Sheisthehostofthispartyandsheis

smilingaway.Mistresseswouldgooutoftheirway

todothesethings.IwenttoMpande.

Me:"LadyinGolddress"

Hescannedhiseyestoherside.

Mpande:"okIseeher"

Me:"wehavetobequick"

Mpande:"sure"

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★



Ntokomalo:"thisisnice"

Shesaidsippingherglass.

Me:"IamgladMpandewantstostartabusiness"

Ntokomalo:"theywanttodothat?"

Me:"youdidn'task?"

Ntokomalo:"nonotreally,Idon'taskLunele

becauseItrusthim.ThemomentIquestionhim

meansIdon'ttrusthim"

Me:"youthink"

Ntokomalo:"that'showIfeelaboutme,Iamnot

everyoneshouldbelikethat"

Me:"yeahIhearyou"

Someonebumpedintomefrombehind.

Me:"Oh"

"Ohsorryaboutthat"

IturnedaroundandIlookedatthiswoman.She

smiledandIzonedoff.



______

Me:"Uzobuyafuthi?(Youwillcomebackagain?)"

"Yeahngizobuyafuthi(Iwillcomebackagain)"

Me:"ok"

Ismiledandshedidthesame.Shestoodupand

touchedthechairinthemiddleoftheshack.

"GoandshowyourdolltoGugu"

IstoodupfromthefloorandIrushedouttofind

Gugu.

Me:"Gugubukaumamausiphatheleni(lookwhat

Momboughtforus)"

Gugu:"haah!Yishdadesodlalanayesobabili?(We

aregonnaplaywithittogether?)"

Me:"yes"

Weturnedaroundasweheardthecarnoiseandthe

whitecardroveoff.Iwavedmyhandintheairwith

Gugu.

Me:"ByebyeMamaSokubona.!(Wewillseeyou)"



Gugu:"ubuyenoswidi!(Comebackwithsweets)"

Wegiggledandwenttoplay.

________

"Lwandebreathe"

ItwasNtokomalo.Tearsstreameddownmy

cheeks.Iheldmychestaseverythingcameback,

whenweweresoinnocent.Whentheworldwasall

rainbowsinoureyesuntilitwasblackandwhite

withshadesofgrey.

Mpande:"Babycalmdown"

Hetriedtowipemytearsashetookmefrom

Ntokomalo'sarms.

Lunele:"Thinkofthebaby"

Itriedcalmingdown.

Mpande:"That'sit"

Lunele:"whathappened?"

Ntokomalo:"somewomanbumpedintoher"



Lunele:"Whichwoman?"

Me:"Can...Ineedtofindherplease"

IlookedatMpande.

Mpande:"Lwande"

Me:"please"

Mpande:"Maybesheisstillaround"

Inoddedandhewipedmytears.

Mpande:"Justcalmdownok?"

Inodded.

Mpande:"youareloved"

Ismiled.

Me:"youtoo"

Lunele:"thisisniceandromanticbut..."

Mpande:"weknow"

Ntokomalo:"come"

Shepullshimaway.

.



.

.

★SIHLE★

Gugu:"WaitwhichoneamIsupposedtostepon

now?"

Zinhle:"Greenmommy"

Gugustretchedherlegovertothegreendot.

Me:"witheachmovemyheartbeatsfasterand

faster"

Shelaughed.

Zinhle:"Daddystepontheblueone"

Me:"Okhoney"

IdidasIwastold

Zinhle:"Yellowone"

Webothsteppedontheyellowcolours.

Gugu:"IthinkIamslipping"



Imovedfrommypositionandshefellintomyarms

andwebothfellonthefloor.Zinhlelaughed.

Me:"That'sit,wearenotplayinganymore"

Gugu:"That'safungameSihleplease"

Me:"no,Iwouldratherhaveuswatchamovie.It's

safer"

Shelaughedandgrunted.

Gugu:"Oh"

Sherubbedherstomach.

Me:"what'swrong?Isitthebaby?"

Gugu:"yes"

Me:"comelet'sgetyoutothehospital"

Gugu:"Nocomeplaceyourhandhere"

Shetookmyhandandplacedmyhandonher

stomachandwekeptquiet.Ifeltsomething

moving.

Me:"Wow"

Shegiggled.



Gugu:"thebabyisfine"

Me:"kickforme"

Zinhle:"CanIfeel?"

Guguplacedherhandonherstomach.Shegiggled.

Zinhle:"Yourbellyismovingmommy"

Gugu:"it'sthebaby"

Zinhle:"feelmystomachmommy.Ihaveababy

too"

Sheliftedhertopandwelaughed.

Gugu:"Onlywhenyouareolderhoney"

Me:"and40years"

Gugu:"that'sanextremeageSihle.21atleast"

Me:"No,Ican'thavetheseboysplaymydaughter"

Gugu:"Ohbabypleasebeaboy"

SherubbedherstomachandIputmyhandonit

andItookherwhenandkissedit.

.



.

.

★ALWANDE★

IKeptonlookingforthewomanandIcouldfindher

anywhere.MaybeIwasjustimaginingthingsandI

didn'tseewhoIthoughtIsaw.Isighedandturned

whilebumpingintosomeone.

Me:"OopsIamsorry"

Her:"noit'sokdear"

Ilookedather,NomanIknowthisface,sheran

herfingersonherbeautifulgolddressandtears

prickledmyeyes.

Me:"Mom"

Shelookeduptomeconfusedatfirst.

Her:"UhmAlwande?"

OhmyGoditsher.Isobbedandshetriedtohugme.

Her:"Ohmybaby"



Me:"Howcouldyou?"

Her:"Iamsorry"

Sorry?Sheissorry?SheisnotsorryIknowit.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★CELIWE★

Ihavejustputmysontorest.Ithasbeenadayfor

himandplayinginwaterisverydrainingaswell.I

closedthenurserydoorandIturnedandjumped.

Me:"Youscaredme"



Ndu:"Iamsorry"

Me:"Yeah"

Ndu:"Ididthedishes"

Me:"That'sfine.Thankyou"

Ilookedaway.

Me:"Uhmgoodnight"

Iwasabouttowalkoffwhenheheldmyarm.

Ndu:"Idon'twanttoputyouinanuncomfortable

situation"

Inodded.

Ndu:"canwecuddletonight?Ipromiseitwillbe

fun"

Igiggled.

Me:"Cuddling?"

Ndu:"Yesjustcuddling"

Me:"Ihaveneversleptnexttoaman"

Ndu:"AtleastyouseeIamaman"



Ilaughed.

Ndu:"IpromiseIwon'ttouchyouinappropriateor

doanything.Justcuddling"

Me:"Promise?"

Henoddedandsmiled.Heishandsomeshame.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Me:"wearesupposedtostrike."

Mpande:"Lwandeisstandingnexttothewoman.

Shedoesn'tlookok,whatdidshedotoher"

Me:"waityouwilldealwiththatlater"

Weareoutsidewhilelookingateveryonethrough

theglasswall.It'sdarkattheback.

Mpande:"Wewillhavetowaitthen"



Whatisshedoingthere?

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Mom:"Alwandepleasehearmeout.BabyIam

sorry,canwegoandtalkupstairs"

Icouldn'tstopcrying.Shepulledmyarmandwe

walkedoffupthestairs.Iwasstillweepingasshe

satmeonthebedandIcarriedoncrying.

Me:"Whydidyouhateme?Whydoyouallhaveus

?Whatdidwedo?"

Mom:"wearesorry"

Me:"Youandyoursistersarenot.Howcouldyou

leaveus?Youknowhowmuchwehavesuffered"

Mom:"i...Lwande"

Me:"Ican'tdothis"



Mom:"hearmeoutplease"

Ishookmyheadwipingmytearsandsheplaced

herhandonmythigh.

Mom:"Iwasinmy20'swhenImetyourfather.I

amsuregogotoldyouthatwewereinprostitution,

welllnotmebutmyoldersisterswere.Iwasstupid

andyoungtoleaveyou.Wemetyourfatherina

highclassesplacedwhereMysister'swouldsell

themselvesforthenightbhewaswithhisfriends,I

likehimbutmyoldersistertookinterestandmade

amoveandtheydated.Iwasn'thappyIwon'tlie

butIhadtopullthrough.WhatIamsayingiswe

hadanaffairwithyourfatherbecauseweliked

eachotheruntilyoucame.Westoppedandhe

marriedmysister.Imarriedhisfriend.Nyhusband

didn'twantmetolivewithyousowehadtoleave

you.Iamsorry"

Me:"Couldn'tyouevenstealmomentstoseeme

youfailedme"

Isaid.

Mom:"Iamsorry"



Me:"WhereisGugu'smother?"

Mom:"sheisaround"

Thedooropenedandahandsomeoldmanwalked

in.

Mom:"James"

Shestoodup.

Him:"Isawyoudisappear"

Mom:"Pleaseleavebeforethingsgetmessy.You

cantbeseenwithme"

Him:"Calmdownplease"

Shehuffed.

Mom:"calmdowndarling"

Me:"It'sthehusbandright?"

Sheshookherhead.

Mom:"No,Iamnotmarriedtohim.

Me:"Guguisgettingmarried.Weneedourfamily

forthatthenyoucangobacktoyourlives"



Istoodup.

Mom:"Youcan'tdothatLwande.Iamsorrybaby.I

wantyouok"

Shehuggedme.

Me:"Iwishyoudidyearsago.Youdon'tknow

whatwehavebeenthrough.Celiwewasraped.

Guguwasrapedsinceshewas13andIfell

pregnantandIhadtodropoutofschool.Gugu's

kidsandgogoburntinafire.Wehadnohomeand

wewerestrandadedinpainbutourmother'snever

caredforus."

Iletgoofher.

Me:"Informyoursisterthatherdaughterisgetting

married.That'sall"

Iwalkedoff.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE'SMOTHER★



Ifeltthepaininmyheartwhenshespoke.It

saddenedtoseeherlikethat.Irememberleaving

andnotturningback.Ithoughtofthegoodlife

insteadofmydaughter.Ithoughtshewillbein

goodhands.Jamespulledmeinhisarms.Icried

onhischest,evenafteryearsIstilllovehim.Iwish

Iwashiswifenotmysister.

James:"shhh"

Me:"Iruinedeverything"

James:"whoisshe?"

Ipushedmyselfoffhimandwipedmytears.

Me:"ourdaughter"

James:"Ourdaughter?Wehaveadaughter

together?"

Inodded.Helookedatmeindisbelief.

James:"Whydidn'tyoutellme?"

Me:"How,youaremarriedtomysister.Ididn't

wanttoruinthat.Ididn'twantyourejectingmy



child"

James:"That'smychildNozipho,Youknowit!"

HewalkedoutfuriousandIwentdownonmyknees

andIcried.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Gugu:"Sowearegonnasleephere?"

Me:"Yeahit'scomfortable"

Shegiggled.

Gugu:"poorZinhleonthecouch"

Me:"Let'sgetyoualltobed."

WegotupandIhelpedherup.

Gugu:"Siphesihle"

Me:"Baby"



Shesmiled.

Gugu:"youareadefinitionofyourname.A

beautifulgifttomeandZinhleandwethankyoufor

everything"

Ismiled.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Gugu:"Idotoo.Withallmyheart"

Me:"Yonkeeyami?(Allofitismine?)"

Gugu:"Allyours"

Ichuckledandperkedmylips.

Me:"Andallofthisisyours"

Ipointedatmyselfandshegiggled.

Gugu:"it'sagreatpackage"

Ichuckled.GodknowsIliveforthiswomanandmy

daughter.

.

.

.



★MPANDE★

LwandecamerushingdownthestairscryingandI

rushedtoherandcuaghtherinmyarms.The

womaninthegolddresshasdisappearedfromus.

Me:"What'swrongbaby?"

Lwande:"Shesheleftme"

Me:"Talktome"

Lwande:"Isawmymother"

Me:"Wherebaby?"

Lwande:"sheisupstairs"

Sheremovedherselffromme.

Lwande:"Youshould'veseenher.Shelooksso

classyinaGolddresslivingahighlifewhilewe

sufferedwesufferedMpande"

Me:"Golddress?"

Lwande:"Youshould'veseenher.Iamhurt"

Me:"comelet'sgetyouhome"



Ipickedherup.

Golddress?Nowwecan'tkillthiswomanbecause

sheismymotherinlaw.Thisisfuckedup.Iwill

callLunelerightnow.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NOMASONTO★

IsleptkindoflatelastnightasIhadtoentertainmy

littlesiblings.Ihavemissedthemaswellbutkids

arejustdraining,It'sgoodthatnowtheyare

growingreallyold.Igotoffthebedandself



cleansedmyselfbeforeIwenttohelpeveryoneand

theyallleftforschoolandwork.Iwasaloneinthe

house,morereasonwhyIstayaloneattimesinthe

apartment.Ieatmybreakfastandmyphonerings.

Me:"Hello"

"ShouldIfindyouoryouwillcomegetme?"

Ispunthehighchairaround.Ipopthebaconinmy

mouth.

Me:"Findme"

Hechuckled.

Him:"Givemeafewok?"

Me:"Hangup"

Ididandwentbacktoeatingmybreakfast.

"Mmmhsmellsniceinhere"

Iturnedaroundandhesmiled.

Me:"Howdidyougetin?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Howdidyouevenforonefindme?Whatdoyou

want?"



Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"Onequestionatatime"

Hecamecloser.

Siyanda:"Thedoorwasunlocked,Itwasveryeasy

tofindyouthistimeandItoldyouIwouldfindyou"

Me:"Okleave"

Siyanda:"Itoldyoutogivemeahug"

Me:"Fromwho?Don'tevengrandpa"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"Don'tyoumissthesearms?"

Me:"Notevenonce"

HechuckledandstoodInfrontofmetakingthe

baconfrommyhands.

Siyanda:"Awushamethat'sbad"

Hetookabite.

Me:"that'smine"

Siyanda:"Iknow"



Heplacedhishandonmyexposedthighandhitita

bit.

Me:"ouch"

Siyanda:"Takemeout"

Me:"Andgowhere?"

Siyanda:"AnywhereinCapetown"

Me:"Idon'twantto"

Siyanda:"youwillcome"

Hepulledmeup.

Me:"Youareannoyingforanoldperson.You

shouldbeenjoyingretirementorsomething"

Siyanda:"takethisasmeenjoying."

Irolledmyeyes.

.

.

.

★JAMES(ALWANDE'SFATHER)★



Zanele:"youseemedinafoulmoodaftertheparty

"

ShesaidandIlookedatherthroughthemirror.I

couldn'tsleepwelllastnight.

Me:"weneedtotalk"

Zanele:"Uhmok"

IturnedfromthemirrorafterfixingmytieandI

wentandsatonthebednexttoher.

Zanele:"Iknowit'stoughbeingtogetherattimes

butyouknowIloveyouright?"

Me:"Metoo"

IloveherbutI'minlovewithsomeoneelse.

Zanele:"Oktellme"

Shesmiles.

Me:"I...IjustfoundoutIhaveadaughter"

Zanele:"Youcheatedonme?Howcouldyou

James?"



Iwon'ttellherIcheatedafewmonthsafterwe

starteddating.

Me:"Itwasbeforewestarted.Afewmonths

beforewestarted"

Zanele:"sosheis20?"

Inodded.

Zanele:"Uhmwhoishermother?"

Ilookedatherandlookedaway.

Zanele:"Whoisshe?"

Me:"Nozipho"

Zanele:"WhichNozipho?"

Me:"youryoungersister?"

Zanele:"Thisdoesn'tmakeanysense.Shedoesn't

havea20yearold"

Me:"Shehidit.Fromthebothofus"

Zanele:"soyoustartedwithherthenmeanddid

nottellme?!"

Me:"Iamsorry"



Shecriedhuggingme.Therewasaknockonthe

door.

Me:"comein"

Thehelperwalkedin.

Helper:"sir,thereisMrsNyawodownstairs"

Zanele:"Iwanttoseeher"

ShegotoffthebedandIwentafterher.Wewalked

downthestairs.Shelookedlikeamessholding

ontoherchannelhandbaginherGuccitracksuits,

herchubbycheekswereredandsoashernose

andeyelids.ShehasalwaysbeenbeautifulandI

lovedhowshedidn'tmakeanychangestoherbody

likemywifedidwithherhipsandskin.

Zanele:"Howcouldyou?"

Shebrokedown.

Me:"Zanelecalmdown"

Zipho:"IamsorryZanele.Inevermentforallof

this"

Zanele:"You,yougavehimsomethingIcan't"



Iwenttohugher.

Zipho:"Iamsosorry."

Me:"Babyit'sok.It'sok,wearesorry.

Zanele:"whyisGodpunishingmelikethis.AllI

everwantedwastogiveyouachild"

Me:"Heyit'sok."

Iwipedhertears.

Zipho:"Guguisgettingmarried.Theysuffered

Zanelewecan'tturnourbacksanymore,wesimply

can't.Youshould'veseenher.Theyhavesuffered

agreatdealif,ifwestayedmaybethingswouldbe

beenbetter"

Zanele:"Gugu?"

Me:"Yourdaughter?"

Shenodded.WhenIstartedwithZaneleshe

alreadyhadachild.Shealwaystoldmethather

daughterisfineandshesendsmoney.

Me:"Weneedtogetallofthem"

Zipho:"Please.Ineedmydaughter"



Me:"Don'tworry"

Zaneleclickedhertongueandwentupthestairs.

Zipho:"(wipingherface)Ihavetogo"

Me:"Doyouneedahug?"

Zipho:"Uhm,myhusbandwilltakecareofthat"

Me:"Letmewalkyouout"

WewalkedoutandIpulledherinahugandshe

sobbed.

Me:"wewillgether"

Zipho:"Iamsorryforkeepingthisaway"

Me:"Youshouldn'thave."

Zipho:"Ireallyamsorry"

Iwipedhertearsandkissedherforehead.

Me:"Youlookbeautifulevenwhenyoucry"

Shechuckledandsniffed.

Zipho:"thankyou"

Therewassilence.



Me:"IwillalwaysloveyouNozipho"

Zipho:"metoo.Ihavetogo"

Shepulledoutandsheflashesasmallsmileand

rushestoherAustinMartinandgetsinbeforeshe

drivesoff.Iturnedandwalkedbackinside.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

WhatMpandetoldmereallygotmeinafoot.We

didn'tcarryoutthemissionbecausethewifeis

actuallyAlwande'smotherfromwhatshesaid.We

didn'twantherbloodinourhandsandherhating

Mpandeforeversowecouldn't.Itoldthemistress

thatthejobcan'tbedonebyus.

ThesmokeblewintheotherdirectionthanI

anticipatedasIpuffeditout.

Ntokomalo:"thelaundryforthisweekwassomuch



"

Sheputsthewashingbasketawayandcomesto

standnexttome.

Ntokomalo:"what'sup?"

Me:"Uhmnothing.Let'sgoout,shootingrange?"

Ntokomalo:"Youwantmetolearnhowtoshoot?"

Me:"Yeah,Ithelpsreleasestressandanger,a

nicehobby"

Ntokomalo:"Uhmok.OnlybecauseIbenefit.Ifyou

messupIshootyousimple"

Ichuckled.

Me:"yeahthat'sthefunpart"

Ntokomalo:"Okthencomeletsgobathourbodies"

Shepulledmeandwewentofftogoandbath.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★



Ihavebeeninthispositionforawhile.Ididn'twant

tomovefromhereandfacetherealitythatIreally

justcan'twalk.Hewalksbackfromthebathroom

andhegetsonthebedanditmoves.Helaysnext

tomeandwrapshisarmsaroundme.

Khona:"Ithinkweshouldgototherapy"

Talkingtosomeonewon'tgetmewalkingagain.

Me:"Idon'tknow"

Khona:"it'sworthatrySamke"

Isighedandclosedmyeyes

Me:"Fine"

Iopenedthemandhekissedmycheek.

Khona:"Thenaftertherapyweshouldgetmarried."

Ilookedathim.

Khona:"Iamgonnamarryyou.Comerain,

sunshineorwhateverIwill"

Igiggled.



Khona:"(smiling)That'swhatIwanttosee"

Me:"mmh"

Khona:"YouknowIloveyouright?"

Inodded.

Khona:"Don'tdoubtthatthenSamke"

Me:"Iwon't"

Heperkedmylips.

Khona:"wearestayinginbedtoday"

Me:"Please"

Hepulledmeclosertohim.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

IopenedthebedroomdoorandIlookedather,she

hasbeenrubbingherstomachsincewegothere



lastnight.Iamworriedabouther.

Me:"Lwande"

Sheturnedmeandshesniffed.

Me:"canIgetin?"

ShenoddedandIgotinside.

Alwande:"pleasecomehere"

Iwenttoherandheldherclosetomeandshe

clenchedonmyt-shirt.

Me:"It'sok"

Alwande:"Iknow.Ihaveyou"

Ismiled.

Me:"Youdobaby"

Alwande:"Idon'tneedmymother.Weturnedout

fine"

Me:"youknowyouarecomfortingyourselfwith

that"

Shecried.

Alwande:"Why?WhatdidIdotoher?"



Me:"Nothing.Don'tblameher.Behappysheis

alive"

Shenodded.

Me:"Let'sgogetyousomeicecream"

Alwande:"Milkshakeplease"

Me:"Anythingyouwant"

WegotoffthebedandIwenttotakemyhoodieand

gaveittoherandsheputitonherandworeher

shoes.Itookmycarkeysandchangedmyt-shirt

andwethenlefttheapartment.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

Nothinghappened,hewasveryhonesttohis

wordswhenhesaidwewouldjustcuddleandwe

did.Heheldmeclosetohimthewholenightand

didn'tevenchangeanyposition.Ifeltabit



comfortableandhadagreatnightsleep.Iwokeup

earlierthanhimandcheckedonmysonandIfed

himbeforebathinghim.Ilefthimattheloungeand

Iwenttomakecerealformyself.Iateandputthe

dishinthesink.Iturnedandwenttothelounge

andhewasupsittingwiththelittleone.

Ndu:"Sheleftyouallalone"

Me:"Goodmorning"

Hesmiledlookinguptome.

Ndu:"goodmorningindeed"

Hisvoicewashuskyabit.Ididn'tknowwhattodo

next.

Ndu:"Ifeellikegoingoutoryouarelazyto?"

Heasked.

Me:"youcangoitsfine"

Ndu:"Iwanttogowithyou"

Me:"Ihavetostudy,I'msorry."

Ndu:"it'sok"



HestoodupandItookthebaby.

Ndu:"theparentsarecomingbacktoday"

Me:"ohreally?"

Henodded.

Ndu:"Whichdayareyoufree?"

Me:"Tomorrowthenfromthereonwardsit'shectic

"

Ndu:"Goodthen.Iamtakingyououttomorrow

night"

Me:"night?Likeonadate?"

Ndu:"It'sadate"

Me:"Uhm..."

Ndu:"Celiwe"

Me:"Fine"

Ndu:"thankyou.Letmegoandfreshenup"

HesmelledhimselfandIlaughed.

Ndu:"it'snotbad"



Me:"Don'tthinkofnotbathing"

Hechuckled.

Ndu:"yesmam"

.

.

.
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★NOZIPHO(ALWANDE'SMOTHER)★

Iparkedonthedrivewayofmyhouse.Myhusband

knowsthatIhaveAlwandeIcouldn'ttakeher

though.Ihaveonechildafterherandit'smyson,

heis18yearsofage.Igotoutslowlyfrommycar

andIclosedthedoor.Myphoneringsandit's



James.IbreatheoutandIanswer.

Me:"James"

James:"Zipho,Ihavefoundthegirls."

Me:"ohwhere?"

James:"Iwillsendtheaddress"

Me:"OkIwillbethere"

Ihungupandhoppedinthecar.Iwasabitexcited.

Ishould'vedonethisalongtimeago.Hesentthe

locationandItappeditinthegpsandIdroveoff.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

HonestlyMpandeisthemostamazingboyfriendat

thispoint.Fatherevenaswell.Iamproudofwhere

heiscomingfromandhispartyinglevelshave

subsided.Icanofficiallysayhehasgrown.Hegot



meamilkshakeinsteadandtheoneIwantedand

thankedhim.Hedrovebacktotheapartment.

Mpande:"momcalledtotellmethattheyaretaking

oursontoDurban"

Me:"mybaby"

Mpande:"Let'sgivethemachance"

Inodded.

Me:"ifhewillcomebackwithCeliwe.Imissher"

Mpande:"Shewillcomeback"

Inoddedandhadmymilkshake.Itwascoldtoday

butIdidn'treallymindtheweather.Wegottothe

apartmentandwebothgotout.

"Lwande"

Iturnedanditwasmymotherstandingtherewith

themanfromyesterdayandanotherwomanI

couldn'trecognizeproperly.

Me:"Wh...."

Mpandestoppedme.



Shecamecloser.

Mom:"Pleasedon'tshutmeout"

Me:"Whatdoyouneed?"

Woman:"WhereisGugu?"

Mom:"whereisCeliwe?"

Me:"CeliweisinDurban.Shelivestherenow.

Guguisatherhouse"

Idrankmymilkshake.Themancameandjust

huggedme.

Me:"Uhm..."

Him:"Iamsorry,Ididn'tknow"

Iassumeit'sthefather.

Me:"Oh"

Webrokethehugandhesmiled.

Him:"Youlookjustlikeyourgrandmother"

Me:"Shediedinafire"

Woman:"Momdied?"



Me:"Iamsorry,whoareyou?"

Mpande:"Alwande"

Ikeptquiet.

Mom:"That'sauntyZanele,Gugu'smother"

Me:"you3don'tdeservetobecalledmother's

shame."

Mpande:"Alwande"

Woman:"Iheardsheisgettingmarried"

Me:"Yes,IwillgiveyouheraddressbutIdon't

knowaboutherforgivingyou"

Man:"Babyjustgiveusachance"

Me:"Iwillhavetothinkaboutthat"

Man:"ok"

IturnedandwenttoMpande.

Mom:"Wewillcomebacksoon"

Inoddedandwewalkedoff.

Mpande:"It'sok"



Me:"I...Idon'tevenknowhowIfeel"

Mpande:"that'sok"

Inoddedandwewalkedupthestairstogetherand

wenttohisapartmentandgotinside.

.

.

.

★KAMOGELO★

Ingathi:"Baby"

HewalkedinthebathroomwhileIwassoaking

myselfinbathwater.

Me:"Moratiwa(mylove)"

Hesmiled.

Ingathi:"Weneedtoseeyourmother"

Imovemyhandsaroundthewarmwater.

Me:"ok"



Ingathi:"Thankyou."

Iclosedmyeyes.

Ingathi:"whenisMpendulocomingback?"

Me:"UhmIamnotsure"

Ingathi:"Hisfather'sbusinessesarestillrunning"

Me:"WillHlubigivethemtohim?"

Ingathi:"it'shisinheritance"

Me:"Okthen,Igetworriedabouthim"

Ingathi:"Don'tworry.Everythingwillbefine"

Me:"Ireallyhopeso"

Heleanedagainstthewallandjustlookedatme

andIclosedmyeyesandenjoyedthewater.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★



Wewereataresturantandhewaslookingatme.

Weorderedthesamekindofbeverage,Hecan't

drinkalonenowcanhe?

Me:"Stoplookingatme"

Heputshisglassdown.

Siyanda:"Iadmireyourconfidence."

Me:"inwhat?"

Siyanda:"'inalotofthingsandyoudon'tcarewhat

anyonethinks"

Me:"whyshouldI?"

Helookedatme.Ihaveneverfeltnakedjustbya

manlookingatme.It'slikehecanseemybirthsuit

justbyhimlookingatme.Icrossmylegswhileat

thatandourfoodarrives.Ithankthewaiter.

Siyanda:"Doyouexercise?"

Me:"Iusedtotrain5timesaweek,ifnot6butnow

it'sless"

Siyanda:"Yourtonedbodysaysitall."

Me:"You?"



Siyanda:"Idoaswell"

Me:"Train?"

Siyanda:"Fromtimetotimejusttosharpenmy

skills."

Hetookabiteoffhisstake.

Siyanda:"Youcanshowmesomething"

Me:"IfyouhavefuneralcoverthenIcan"

Siyanda:"Don'tworryaboutthatSonto"

Usuallyit'sNomaorNomasonto.Wehada

peacefulcompany.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

WeleftKamogelo'splaceprettyearlyandMpande

calledmeinformingmethatIcangowithmy

grandson.IwashappyandreadytoseeCeliwe



alreadyinhopeswewillfindeverythingstillok.I

tookthepacketofcheesecurlsandopeneditand

gaveittohimatthebackandhetooksomeand

startedeating.

Me:"youstillthinkourhouseisintact?"

Nhlanhla:"Nduknowsbetter"

Inoddedandlookedatmygrandsonattheback.

WeenteredDurbanandIwaseasing.

Me:"Weshouldflymorethandriving"

Nhlanhla:"Ienjoydrivingwithyou.Wegettobond

ontheroad"

Ismiled.

Me:"Andyourmusicchoice.Itmakesmefallfor

youmore."

Nhlanhla:"waitIhavethisoneIwanttoplayfor

you"

Ilaughedandhekeptonchangingthesongstillhe

stopped.

Me:"Singthisoneforme"



Myhusbandisnotthebestsingerbutheisn'tbad.I

reallyenjoyhearinghisvoice.

Nhlanhla:"ok"

Hesmiled.

Thesongstarted.Ibobbledmyheadbackandforth

tothebeatandinstruments.

Nhlanhla:"it'ssimple,Iloveit

Havingyounearme,havingyouhere

Ourconversations,outrageous

YousmileandIsmilewhenIsay,oh

Thisisgettingpersonal,personal,personal

Let'sstayforawhileandplay

Girllet'smakethisamoment,oh

Givingyouthebestofme

Amazing,amazing,oh

Havingyouclosetome

Amazing,Outrages



Giveyouthebestofme..."

Me:"Ilovethisone"

Nhlanhla:"Andmyhorriblesinging"

Ilaughed.

Me:"Iloveyouvoicekodwa"

Heshookhishead.

Me:"IamhopingtheDrapprovesofushavinga

child"

Nhlanhla:"wecanadoptaswell"

Me:"ouuhthat'sawonderfulidea.Iloveit"

Nhlanhla:"Whichonedoyouwant?"

Me:"Ifweadopthowarewegonnaadopt?"

Nhlanhla:"let'sadoptoneteenageboyandthena

newbornbabygirl"

Me:"HavingababymeansmoneyNhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"wehaveallthemoneyNdalo.Wedon't

knowwhattodowithitattimes,Ievenhadto

expendthevolt"



True,verytrue.Stilldon'tknowwhyhedoesn'tput

itinthebank.

Me:"okifyousayso,Iamlovingtheadoption

more"

Nhlanhla:"wecanstartonit"

Me:"UthandwayimiRhadebe(youarelovedbyme

Rhadebe)"

Hesortofblushed.Igiggled.

Nhlanhla:"Wearestillbabymakingthoughright?"

Me:"Ohyesofcause!Singayekakanjaninje(how

canwestop)"

Welaughed.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

It'stheweekendandmeaningwearelayingaround



today.NextweekisgoingtobeZinhle'sbakesale

andIhavetobake.SihlewantedtobuythembutI

insistedonbaking.IknowhowtobakesoIwilldo

soforher.Igotinthehousefromhangingthe

laundryoutsideandIwatchedthem.Zinhlewas

asleeponSihlewhilehewasscrollingthroughthe

tv.Ismiled.

Me:"Shesleptearly"

Sihle:"sheisfeelingabithot"

Me:"Flue?"

Sihle:"yesIthinkso,Igavehersomemedication

fromlasttime"

Me:"Okthen."

Sihle:"It'swarm.Comeandjoinus"

Me:"letmegoandputthisdown"

Iwalkedtothebathroomandputthebasketdown.

Iwalkedoutandwenttojointhem.Itooktheother

fleece.Therewasaknockonthedoor.

Me:"Expectingsomeone?"



Sihle:"no,Iamnot"

Istoodupandwenttoopenthedoor.Awoman

stoodtherewithaman.Shelookedlikethoserich

housewives.

Me:"Uhmhi"

Idon'trememberwhereIsawher.

Her:"Gugu"

Me:"Yes,Uhmcomeinsorry"

Imovedandshesmiledholdingherbagandshe

walkedinfollowedbytheman.Sihlesatup

carefullynottowakeZinhleupandhestoodup.

Sihle:"Hi"

Theygreetedandtheyseated.Hewenttoputherin

herroom.Hecamebackandsatnexttome.

Me:"Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrink?"

Her:"No,wearefine"

Inodded.Thehusbandwasn'ttalking.

Her:"Iheardyouaregettingmarried"



Ifrowned.

Her:"Alwandetoldmethatyouneededme"

Me:"Needyou,I'msorryIamconfused"

Man:"Sheisyourmother"

Ididn'tsayanything.Sihleheldmyhand.

Me:"howdidLwandecomeyou?"

Her:"It'sabumpintoyoukindofmomentwithher

motherwhoinformedme"

Me:"sheisright.Ineedyou,tofindmyfamilyfor

me"

Her:"Iwill.Youhavegrown"

Me:"YouleftmewhenIwas5"

Sheclosedhereyes.

Her:"IKnow.Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sok.Youdon'tneedtohavemeinyourlife.

Wejustneedtoknowwhereourotherfamilycome

from,whereourgrandmotherisfrom"

Her:"Iheardshepassed"



Me:"Soasmykids"

Shenodded.

Her:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sok"

Her:"Thisismyhusband."

Man:"nicemeetingyou"

Ijustnodded.

Her:"wellwehavetogo"

Sihle:"letmewalkyouout"

Theystoodupandsaidtheirgoodbyesbeforethe

left.IsatonthecouchandSihlecamebackandsat

nexttome.

Sihle:"areyouok?"

Me:"(smiling)Iam,veryfine"

Sihle:"Howdoyoufeelaboutallofthat?Her

surfacingnow?"

Me:"shesurfacedattherighttime.IfIdidn'tgo

throughwhatIwentthroughIwouldn'thavemet



yousurely"

Hechuckled.

Sihle:"IamgladtohearIamyourbrightside"

Me:"youare,iforgiveher.Formyselftomoveon

andfeelpeacefulandcarryonwithmylife"

Sihle:"comehere"

Hekissedmyforehead.Ireallydidn'thateher.Now

IwanttobethebestmomtoZinhleandourunborn

child.That'swhyIwant.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NOMASONTO★



Afewweekspassed,veryquicklybuttheywere

questionableandenjoyableforsomereason.Iam

inDurban,Don'task.Iwon'tkissandtell.Allyou

shouldknowisthatthiskingsizebedismakingme

feellikeaking.Softandcomfortableonmy

exposedskin.Mynippleagainsthisbarechestand

hishandonmybackmylegintertwinedwithhis.

Thecovercoveringourbodyforthenight.Iwoke

upearlierthanhimandlookedathimasleep.This

manishandsome.Thegreyonhimmakeshim

looksexierthanhealreadyis.Iranmyfingerson

hischesttohisV-lineandit'sthere.Hiswellbuilt

bodyaswell,Hetakescareofhimself.

"Stoptouchingmybody.Youwillenduppulling

thoseboxersdownandyouwillseesomethingyou

shouldn'tsee"

HesaysandopenshiseyesandImeetthoseeyes.

Me:"Itstoppeddownloadingat1%?"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"youdon'twanttoknoworsee"



Ihaveknownhimforsometimeandhehasn'teven

triedsleepingwithme.Healwayspleasuresme

andit'sendsthere.DoIwanttofeelhimandYes!I

do!IfhistouchaffectsmetonoreturnlikethatI

wonderhowheis.Arealbeastleavingmetobeg

formoreandmore.Pinningmeonthewall,

Prickingme,Chokingme,Spankingme,Punishing

me.Icanimagineitallbeingdonetomebyhim.I

havethishugedesireforhim.

Me:"Iwantto"

Heshookhisheadchuckling.

Siyanda:"Thischild"

Igotonhimandplacedmyhandsonhischest.

Me:"Youalwaysmakemefeelweak.HowaboutI

makeyoufeelweak?"

Siyanda:"don'tstartbecauseyouwon'tbeableto

facetheconsequences"

Ileanedbyhisear

Me:"Idon'tmindthem"

Heclosedhiseyes.



Siyanda:"Nomasonto"

Me:"mmmh"

Siyanda:"youwon'twin"

Me:"Iwill."

SatupandgrindedonhimabitbeforeIgotoffthe

bed.Ilookedathimandhewashard.Ismiledand

undressed.

Me:"Iamtakingashower.Youcanjoinifyou

want"

Iwalkedoff.Iknowhewillcomerunningafterthat

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

”Betshedoesn'ttouchlikeme

Sureashelldon'tF*cklikeme

Nocomparison



Noshedon't,noshedon't..."

Zikhali:"Sowearesingingaboutsidechickshere

?"

Inoddedandlaughed.Icametovisithim.Stha

wenttovisitSakhile.ItoldhimaboutJabuandhe

saidhewillsortit.SofarJabuhasn'tbotheredme

forsometime.Hepickedmeupandgavemea

kissandIreturnedit.

Zikhali:"CanIsendthosecows?"

Me:"Baby"

Zikhali:"IamseriousVuyelwa.Iwanttomarryyou.

IamgettingoldandIneedtosettle"

Me:"youareonly29"

Zikhali:"sthandwasenhliziyoYami(loveofmy

heart)"

Me:"Ok"

Hesmiledandkissedme.

Zikhali:"canIhaveanotherkiss?"

Igiggledandnoddedbeforekissinghim.



Zikhali:"another"

Me:"haah"

Zikhali:"Ican'tgetoveryou"

Me:"ok"

WekissedagainandIlaughed.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Me:"Lunele"

Hishandwasonmystomach.Mybodyisaching

reallybad,thatteacherdoesn'tgiveupandIhaveto

payforit.

Me:"Lunele"

Ishookhim.Hegroaned.

Me:"Pulloutplease.Iamburning"



Hemovedhishandtomyboobsandsqueezed

them.

Lunele:"Ngizokumithisaminakupheleindaba

yakhonaloyathisha(Iwillimpregnantyouandend

thisthingofyouandyourteacher)"

Me:"Ididn'tdoanythingLunele"

Lunele:"Iamjustsaying"

Me:"WhatshouldIdo?"

Lunele:"Iwillsorthimout"

Me:"Don'tdosomethingstupidplease"

Lunele:"Iwon't."

Me:"pullout.Mybodyisaching"

Lunele:"Istilllikeitinthere"

Me:"OhgodLunele"

Lunele:"Sleep"

Hemovedhishandbacktomystomach.

.

.



.

★GUGU★

Ourbedroomwillhavealittlenurseryheaven.The

interiordesignerisgonnadothatforus.Sihle's

idea.Actuallyhismotherinsistedontheideaofthe

nursery.Whowould'vethoughmybabyhavinga

nursery.ActuallyIfeelblessed.Mymother's

husbandisLwande'sfather.Celiwe'smother

passedonyearsago.Aftershewasbornshefellill

anddied.Celiwedidn'ttakethenewswellwhenshe

visitedthissidehenceshewentbacktoher'mom'

Mpande'smotherthatis.

Me:"Ilikethiscreamcolour"

Sihle:''it'snutral

Designer:"doyouknowthegender?"

Me:"no,wewanttobesurprised."

Shenodded.

Designer:"everythingwillbesetupinaday.The

wallpaperwillbesetupaswell.Everything"



Me:"Iamexcitedactually"

Sihle:"Ican'twaitforhertogivebirth."

Thedesignersmiledandputtheideasdown.We

didn'twantmuch,justsimpleandniceforthebaby.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

"Theretheyare"

Thedoctorsaid.

Mpande:"They?"

IthoughtIheardherwrong.Iheldontomytopwhile

shemovedthescanonmylittlegrowingbump.

Dr:"Yes,Twobabies.Boyandgirl"

Me:"Mpande"

Igavehimalook.



Mpande:"LwandeIamsorry.Ididn'tknowtwowill

score"

Me:"Iamneversleepingwithyouever"

Mpande:"Don'tsaythat"

Me:"Imeanit"

Dr:"waituntiltheafternoon"

Theychuckled.

Me:"Iamserious."

Mpande:"Ok"

TheDrwipedmeupandgavemeprescription

beforeweleft.

Mpande:"howisitgoingwithyourparents.?"

Me:"myfathertries,IamjustnotsureifIwant

somethingwithmymother"

Mpande:"Forgivethemifyouwanttofeelok"

Me:"Iwantto"

Mpande:"Iloveyou,youknow"

Me:"Ihaven'tforgottenyoushottwobabiesinme"



Mpande:"ngoxolisilenjeLwande(iapologized

Lwande)"

Ishookmyheadandhesighed.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

Hedidn'tfollowmeasIexpected.Insteadhewent

toshowerintheotherbedroomandcamebackto

getdressed.Idon'tknow,Maybehejustseesthis

skimpythingthatwearsclosetonothing.Idecided

todressfullyandIworealongsleevetopanda

tracksuitpantsandwentdownthestairs.Hewas

ontheiPadandhelookeduptome.

Me:"Haveyoueaten?"

Henoddedandlookedatmeupanddown.Doeshe

like?

Me:"what?"



Siyanda:"whatareyouwearing?"

Me:"clothes"

Siyanda:"areyoucomfortable?"

Me:"uhmyeah"

Siyanda:"Idon'tlikeit"

Bathong!

Me:"Whatdoyoulike?Whatdoyouwantjusttell

me?"

Siyanda:"IwantyoutobeyouNomasonto.Tellme

offdoallthatwearwhatyoulike.That'swhatIlike

"

Me:"(smiling)YoulikeitwhenIthreatenand

swearatyou?"

Siyanda:"Yes"

Me:"OkMkhulubae"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"Yesandnoteverythingrevolvesaround

sex"



Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Siyanda:"Wedon'trequiresexbetweenus"

HewentbacktohisiPad.IrushedupstairsandI

changedintoaminiwhitedenimskirtandworemy

sportbraandwentdownthestairsbarefooted.

Siyanda:"Areyoucomfortable?"

Inoddedwhilesmiling.

Siyanda:"Comesithere"

Iwentandsatonhislapandcrossedmylegs.

Siyanda:"Ungifunaematrasiniwenakahlekahle

(youwantmeinbetweenthesheets)"

Me:"Isthatbad?"

Siyanda:"youwon'tsurvive"

Me:"tryme"

Ileanedandcapturedhispinklipsandhishand

wenttomybackandthenmythighsandinbetween

them.Igotoffhimandpulledhimbyhistopand

heputhisiPaddown.



Siyanda:"wherearewegoing?"

Me:"youknowthesongRedlightspecial?"

Siyanda:"bywho?"

Me:"TLC."

Siyanda:"Whatdoesithavetodonow?"

Me:"wearegonnaimitatethelyrics"

Ismirkedlookingathim.

Siyanda:"youhavesomebraveness"

Me:"Iammyfather'sdaughter"

Siyanda:"clearly"

WewalkedthroughthepassageandIpinnedhim

onthewallandgotonmytoesandIkissedhim.He

heldmywaistandthenpicksmeupandpinnedme

inthewallbeforehekissedmyneck.Ismiledand

moanedashesuckedthereandtookoutmyboob

fromthesportbraandsuckedonthen.

Me:"That'snicebabe"

Iclosedmyeyesfeelingthepleasure.



.

.

.

.

.
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★NOMASONTO★

Mytoescurltothepleasurethatjusthitme,He

hasn'twentanyfurtherasyetandalreadyIwant

himtogofurther.

Siyanda:"weshouldstophere"

Me:"Don'teven"



Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"ok"

Hewenttothedrawonthesideandtookoutsome

bottlefilledwithoil.

Siyanda:"turnaround"

Ilaidonmystomachandhepoureditonmybody.

Heranhisfingersallovermybodyandrubbedmy

buttcheeksbeforehespankedthem.Ituckedmy

bottomlipbehindmyteethashedidthat.Ifeltthe

bedmoveandhewasbehindme.Heplacedhis

handsonmybuttcheeks.

Siyanda:"Areyousureaboutthis?"

Me:"stopactinglikeavirgin!"

Hechuckled.

Siyanda:"Iloveannoyingyou"

Me:"yousureareannoyingatthemoment"

Ifelthistip.Theinnermewastwerkingalready.I

movedtoreachhimbutheheldmedown.

Siyanda:"Patience"



Me:"youreallyknowhowtosqueezethelifeoutof

aperson"

Siyanda:"shhh"

Heheldmyhandsandhepushedinfurther.I

moaned,hiswarmbreathehitmyneckandhe

kissedit.Hedidn'tmoveatall,Iamstilltakinghim

inandthemomentinaswell.

HestartedtomoveandIcrossedmylegs

Siyanda:"Sontodon'tdothat"

Hegroaned.

Me:"I'msorry"

Igaspedasheincreasedhispace.

Siyanda:"fuckSonto!"

Iclosedmyeyeswhilegasping.

Me:"Ohthatfeelssonice"

Siyanda:"itwon'tbenicesoon"

Ifeltwetmore.Heisgonnapunishme,Ican'twait

toseehowhepunishes.



Me:"Ican'twait"

Hechuckledandreleasedmyhandsandawayfrom

mybackbutheldmywaistandthrusted.Ibitmy

bottomlip.

Me:"Ohyes!"

MyeyeskeptonrollingandIheldontothepillow

consumingthepleasure.

.

.

.

★KHONA★

It'sthequietmomentforme.Wehavebeensilent

forover2hoursandit'scomfortable.Iknowhow

harditisforSamke,it'shardformetoseeherlike

that.Myfathersaidhewillcontacta

physiotherapistthatisbestrecommendedfrom

overseasjustforher.Iwanttodoanythingtomake

herfeelokandhappyonceagain.Shetapsmy

thighsoftlyandIsnapoutofmythoughts.



Samke:"whatareyouthinkingabout?"

Me:"you"

Shebecamesilent.

Samke:"whataboutme?"

Me:"howluckyandblessedIamtohaveyouinmy

life"

Samke:"really?"

Me:"Really"

Samke:"Mmh"

Me:"you?Whatareyouthinkingabout?"

Samke:"thefuture"

Me:"whataboutit?"

Shekeepsquiet.

Samke:"Howitlookslike"

Me:"beautiful,wehaveeachotherright"

Ateardroppedfromhercheeks.Iwipedit.

Me:"don'tcry"



Samke:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoumore"

Shesmiled.

Me:"Ilovethatsmile"

Shegiggled,Ilovethiswoman.Shehastotrust

thatIamnotherexandIamnotleavingher.

.

.

.

★GUGU★

Wehadtogosomegroceryshoppingforthemonth.

IlovethispartbecauseIgettochoosewhich

ingredientsIwanttobuy.Sihleispushingthe

trolleywithZinhleinitwhilewearewalkingthrough

thestore.

Me:"Isanyoneallergictoanything?"

Sihle:"Fish"



Me:"HowcomeIdidn'tknow?"

Sihle:"weneverbuyit"

Me:"Ohyeah.Zinhle?"

Sheshakesherhead.Inod

Me:"okthen.Anythingwithfishwedon'tbuy"

Sihle:"Andtinstuff"

Me:"Youdon'teattinnedstuff?"

Henodsandsmiles.Iputmyhandsonmyhips.

Me:"IfeellikeyouhavealistandIdocooktinned

stuffbutnothinghappens"

Hechuckled.

Sihle:"Iamjokingaboutthetinnedstuff.

Me:"ok,let'sgetsbakedbeansandthenwecan

stocksomesnacks."

Henodded.

Me:"Ialmostforgotthebakingingredients"

Sihle:"wecouldjustbuythecupcakes



Me:"no,Iwillbake."

Itookthebakedbeans.

Me:"Iamfinewithit"

HesmiledandIreturnedit.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

IwasdisappointedtohearthatIcan'thaveababy,

Ican'tcarryanykidsbutNhlanhlaAssuredmethat

Ishouldn'tfeelbad.Wearenowattheorphanage.

Aspromisedbymyhusbandthatwewilladoptand

Iamexcited.It'slikeIamgoingtobuysomething,I

lovechildrensomuchandlovetohaveasmuchas

possiblearoundme.Maybeit'sbecauseIgrewup

aloneandliketohaveasmuchpeoplearoundme.

WegetoutofthecarandNhlanhlaholdsmyhand

andclosesthedoorformebehindmeandIhold

ontomybagaswewalktowardstheorphanage.



Thecaregiverisalreadywaitingforuswhile

smiling.

Lady:"Welcome,youmustbeBuhlebendaloand

NhlanhlaRhadebe?"

Me:"Yes,pleasecallmeNdalo"

Lady:"Yesmam,wemaywalkinside"

Wefollowherinsidethehouse.Itwasquietinside,

welookedaround.It'snotinthebestshapebutit's

there.IheldonNhlanhla'shand.

Lady:"Thekidsareoutsideplaying."

Me:"Howmanychildrendoesthisorphanagehost

?"

Lady:"asmuchaspossiblesinceit'snotaprivate

orphanage"

Wenod.

Nhlanhla:"Howwouldyoudescribeyourchildren?

"

Lady:"Theyarejustkids"

Me:"Whatagegroupdoyouhavehere?"



Sheturnstousandwestopwalking.

Lady:"Fromaninfantto17years"

Wenod.

Nhlanhla:"Canweseethekids?"

Shenods.

Lady:"ofcause,thisway"

Wefollowafterhertotheoutsideandkidsare

playing.Welookatthem.

Nhlanhla:"whateverdecisionyouchoose,Iam

withyouhundredpercent"

Ilookaround.

Me:"whichonesareyourmostwellbehaved?"

Lady:"Thereareavariety."

Inod.

Lady:"Sanele!"

Shesmilesandwalksoff.

Nhlanhla:"Youseesomething?"



Me:"Whatdoyousay?"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnotsure"

Me:"Wewillseethebabiesafterthis"

Henods.IleavehimandIgoaroundthe

playgroundandIgoaround.ateenageboystops

Infrontofme.

Him:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Iputmyhandsonmyhips.

Me:"Ishouldbeaskingyouthat"

Him:"Lookherwoman.Wewilldiefighting.We

knowaboutthecarsgiversellingourlittlesistersto

peoplelikeyousotheycangointoprostitutionand

theygainmoney.Thatwon'thappentomysister

yangizwa?(Youhearme?)"

Ismile.

"Sanele!"

Theothercaregivershouts,hislookisfirmbefore

herubshishands.

Him:"ThisisDurban."



Me:"Mmmh"

Hewalksoffandgoestothelittlegirlandhepicks

herupandwalksoff.Nhlanhlacametomeandso

asthecaregiver.

Lady:"Iamsorryabouthisbehaviour.Heis

troublesome"

Me:"Isee"

Nhlanhla:"Youarefine?"

Me:"tellmeabouthim,what'shisname?"

Lady:"SaneleKhoza.Hehasbeenheresincehe

was7,hastwosisters.Onewasjust10monthsold

andtheother6yearsold.Wedon'thavemuch

informationonhimashewasdroppedoffhere.All

ofthem."

Me:"mmmh,howoldishe?"

Lady:"17abouttobe18Heistheoldestoutofall

thekidsherebutverytroublesome."

Me:"Isee"

Nhlanhla:"Iknowthatface"



Iturntohimandsmile.

Me:"Wewillcomebacksomeothertimeand

contactthesocialworkeronourfinaldecision"

Shenods.

Lady:"itwaswonderfulhavingyouhere"

Me:"thankyou."

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

MynailsdugateithersideofhisribcageandI

threwmyheadback,IamsureIhaveburisesand

soashim.HeletsoutacursebeforeIthrowmy

bodynexttohimremovingmyweightoffhim.Our

breathingpatternsareheavyaswecatchour

breathswhilemyeyesareontheceiling.WhenI

havecaughtmybreathIlooktohim.

Siyanda:"youfinallygotwhatyouwanted"



Me:"Yeah"

Ibitmybottomlipandhechuckles.

Siyanda:"Youwouldswearyoudidn'thatemea

fewmonthsago"

Me:"Istilldo"

HetouchesmycheeksandIclosemyeyes.

Siyanda:"yetyouloveitwhenItouchyou"

Thisman!

Me:"Iamleavingtomorrow"

Siyanda:"Youarenot"

Iwon'targuewithhim.

Me:"Wewillsee"

Siyanda:"youcan'thitandrun,whatifyouleave

mepregnant."

Ilaughwhileopeningmyeyes.

Me:"Goshyouaresomethingelse"

Hesmiles.



Siyanda:"Theyalwayssaymenaretrash.You

wanttofallunderthat?"

Me:"ok,Iamnothittingandrunning"

Siyanda:"Okthen"

HeranhisfingersonmystomachasIfelttingles

fromthat.

Me:"whydoyouaffectme?"

Siyanda:"Idon'tknow"

Hecarriedon.

.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Welefttheorphanageandwewenthome.Weleft

thecarhomebeforeNdalowantedtogotothe

beachsowewentthereandIsettleddownandshe



didbetweenmylegs.

Me:"whatareyouthinkingoff?"

Ndalo:"Thatboy"

Me:"ishestealingmywife'sheart?"

Shelookeduptomesmiling.

Ndalo:"maybe"

Me:"Whatdoyouwanttodo?"

Ndalo:"Iwantustoadopthimbutheseems

protectiveofhissister's."

Me:"Idon'tthinkhewouldagreeleavingthen"

Ndalo:"that'sthething"

Shesighs.ItakeherhandsintomineandIplay

withherring.

Me:"yourememeberwhatIsaid30yearsago

whenwegotmarried?"

Ndalo:"yousaidalot.Iwasblindedbyyoubeing

handsome"

Ichuckledandshegiggled.



Me:"Ipromisedtomakeyouhappy"

Ndalo:"youhavemademehappyandstilldo.

Beingwithyouishappinessonitsown"

Ismiled.

Me:"SamehereSthandwaSam"

SheputshertinyhandonmineandIinterviewed

ourfingers.

Ndalo:"youknowwhenIwasthereNhlanhla..."

Me:"mmmh"

Ndalo:"Howmuchmylifeisimpactingmenow,

Celiwe,Mpande,Lunele,Khona,Lihle.Thoseare

mykids.Celiwewillfinishvarsityandleavemeand

Lihlewillgotovarsitysoon.Ilovechildrenonly

becauseIhaveneverreallyhadpeoplearoundme.

That'swhatIwantformykidstohaveeachother."

Me:"Whatdoyouwanttodo?"

Ndalo:"Iamlost"

Me:"Ilikedthatlittlebabygirlinthepurpleromper"

Shegiggled.



Ndalo:"sheiscute."

Me:"Let'sdothis"

Ndalo:"mmmh"

Theoceansoundswerecalming.

Me:"howaboutweadoptthekidswelike."

Ndalo:"oneofeach?"

Me:"youlikethatboy.Let'stakehimandhis

sister'sandIwantthatbaby"

Shelookeduptome.

Ndalo:"Isn'tthatinconvenience?"

Me:"Wehaveahousefullofmoney,Awonderful

heartedwomanlikeyou.Ithinkthosekidswill

comeoutjustfine"

Ndalo:"Andamanlikeyou.Theywouldbeinline

andnoboyaroundthosegirls"

Shelaughed.

Me:"Iloveseeingyouhappy"

Ndalo:"Thankyou"



Me:"Wearegonnahaveafullhouse"

Ndalo:"That'swhatIlike"

Me:"canweaddababyboy?"

Shenodded.

Me:"wehavetosetupabudgetforkids"

Ndalo:"IwantLihlebackaswell."

Me:"shewillschoolhereinDurbannextyear."

Ndalo:"Asuitableschoolforthem.Alsodesigning

anursery,Theirrooms."

Me:"Wewillextendthehouseandaddtwoextra

bedroomsandbathrooms.

Ndalo:"Ilikethis"

Me:"metoo"

Ikissedherforehead.GodknowshowmuchIlove

mywifeandlovemakingherhappy.Seeingher

smilejustmakesmyheartskipabeat.Nothing

existsinmyworldthanher.

.



.

.
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(Fourmonthslater)

★NTOKOMALO★

IthoughtIhaveseenitallbutwiththismanit's

nevergarenteedwhenyouhaveorhaven'tseenit

all.Healwaysjustfindsawaytoshockyou.My

relationshipwithLuneleisverywonderful.Ican't

complainandwouldn'tcomplainatall,throughhis

personalityheisverysupportiveandloving,over

protectiveandnottoforgetcontrollingattimesbutI

lovethat.Iloveallofthat.IknowIsaidIdon'tlike



marriagebutLuneleandIdidthemostcraziest

thingandwenttogetmarriedathomeaffairs.No

ring,nogownnonothingjustthetwoofusandwe

likeitlikethat.Wewon'ttreateachotherlikeweare

marriedbutcarryonourrelationship.Hesaidhe

wantssomethingthatwilltieus.TrustmeIknow

thismanfearsloosingmeattimes,Idoaswellso

allmeNtokomaloRhadebe(laughs)Iamkidding,I

amstillthesameoldNtokomalo,Iamnotmarried.

Youdidn'tbelievemedidyou?.It'sbeenayear

beingwithhimandafewmonthsinpassing.AYear

Igotoffthestreetsandtryingtobettermyselfand

it'sallthroughamanwhosawthroughthedirtand

lovesmejustenough.Ismileandlookathimand

giggleinmyown.

Gugu:"(stuffed)Youarelaughingwhy?"

Weareatherhouse.Sihleplannedababyshower

forherandsheisclosetobirthaswell.Sheis

bloatingverymuchbutnooneutterstthataround

herorAlwandeorhellbreaksloose.Ihaveheard

theyhavefoundtheirmothersandIamhappyfor

them.Alwandegetsalongwithherfatherthanher



motherhenceGugu'sparentsarealsohere.

Me:"Nothing"

Gugu:"heislookingatyou"

IlookatLunelefromwhereheis.Heiswiththe

othermenaswellhavingaconversating.Hewinks

atmeandIlookaway.

Samke:"Helovesyou"

Me:"AndIlovehimtoo,openmypresent"

IgiveittoGuguandsheopensitandshetakesout

thelittleshoesandshehastearsonherface.

Hormones,shecriesalotaswell.

Gugu:"OhmygodNtokomalo.Iwantmybaby"

Welaugh.

Samke:"it'slovely.Lookatthelittlehat"

Shetakesitoutandstartscrying.Sihleisrunning

comingtohersideandcrutchesInfrontofher.

Afterbirththeyaregettingmarried.Yes!Sihlepaid

dowryforherafewmonthsagoandwewereall

happy.



Sihle:"Babywhat'swrong?"

Gugu:"lookSihleit'sbeautiful"

Welaugh.Hekisseshercheekwhilesmiling.

Sihle:"it'sverylovelybaby"

Sheputsitawayandgrabshisfacebeforeshe

kisseshimnotcaringherinlawsandparentsare

here.Theybreakthekiss.

Celiwe:"wearehere!"

Gugu:"CallNduifit'shotforyou"

Sheblushed.

Lwande:"ImissMpandewhereishe?"

Kamo:"Somewhere.Wherearemykids?"

Theboys:"wearehere!"

ThatsKhonaandMpande.Lunelecomesandsits

nexttome.

Lunele:"Imissyou"

Me:"metoo"

Hebiteshisbottomlipandkissesmyhand.



.

.

.

★NDALO★

Istoodbythedriveholdingmydresslikealittlegirl.

Ihavealreadycooked,thenurseryandalsothe

bedroomsareallsetup.Wetriedmakingthisplace

ascomfortableaspossiblefortheirarrival.5kids,

Couldwehandleit?Yeswecan,withloveyoucan

andalreadyIlovethemwithouthavingtospend

timewiththem.TwomonthsleftbeforeLihle

comesbackfromPietermaritzburgandthenthey

willbe6ofthem.IseetheSUVparkandNhlanhla

hopsoutandhegoestotheback.Theyallhopout

andlookaround.Heholdshissister'sclosetohim

whilelookingaroundandthenhiseyeslandonme

andIflashawelcomingsmile.Nhlanhlacomes

holdingthekidswhiletheycomeholdingtheirworn

outbackpacks.

Nhlanhla:"theyareasleep"



Ipeek.

Me:"theylooksoadorable"

Hesmiled.

Nhlanhla:"letmetaketheminside"

Inoddedandhewalkedinside.Thethreeoffthem

stoodInfrontofme.

Him:"Whateveryouwanttodoyouwon'tachieve"

Me:"hellotoyoutillSanele."

Heblinked.Amahle,sheis11yearsoldand

Phumeleleis17years.

Amahle:"Youaregonnabeourmother?"

Me:"yeshoney"

Ismiled.

Phume:"Sendusback."

ShelooksatSanele.

Sanele:"whydoyouwantus?Whatareyougonna

gain?"

Me:"Peace,Iamoldyouknow.IlovekidsandI



havekidsolderthanyouandmydaughterisround

aboutyourage.Iwon'tsendyouback.Youare

nowaRhadebeandIamNdalo."

Theylookatme.

Me:"comeinside,Ihavepreparedyourroomsand

cooked"

Theyfollowme.

"Wow!"Ihearthelittleonesay.Nhlanhlacomes

downthestairs.Hekissesmycheek.

Nhlanhla:"Ihavetorushsomewhere.Thenanny

willarrivetomorrow.Iwillseeyounolaterthan

19h00"

Me:"ok"

Hekissesmyforeheadandwalksout.

Sanele:"whatareyou?"

Me:"Aretiredlawyer.,areyouhungry?Ihopeyou

likelamb"

Iwalktothekitchen.Theystandthere.

Me:"becomfortable.Youcanopenthefridge,



cupboardsandanythingyouwantandSaneledon't

dodrugsplease.Youcanaskmyoldersonwhy

happenedtohimwhenhedidcocaine"

Sanele:"yesmam"

Amahlecomesandhugsme.

Amahle:"thankyoufortakingusall"

Ihugherback.Myheartwarmed.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shelookedatmesmiling.

Amahle:"Iloveyoutoo"

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

Hewalkedtomwslowly,WeareinCapetownin

myapartment,IamthinkingofmovingtoDurban

duetomysituationathand.HestandsInfrontof



meandlooksatmeasIstretchmyselfandIstand

upandlookathim.

Siyanda:"Youshouldstandoffviolenceforawhile

"

Me:"IhavetobeinNorthwestyouknow"

Itoldhimaboutmy'job'andhewasn'thappyabout

itbutwhatcanhedo.Iamstubbornandwon't

listentome.

Siyanda:"Sonto"

Iheldhisneck.

Me:"Ok,Iwilltrygetsomeoneelse"

Ikisshislipsandhereturnsit,hesqueezesmylittle

buttandIgiggle.

Me:"haveyoutoldyourkids?"

Henods.

Siyanda:"Khonasayshewantstoseethebaby

withhisowntwoeyesandManqobahandleditok.

Sisandahasn'ttalkedtome"

Me:"thatbratwillcomearound"



Hespanksme.

Siyanda:"Stopcallingmydaughterabrat"

Hechuckled.

Me:"Ijustsaythatyouhaveonestrongfishes"

Itouchhischest.

Siyanda:"Comesfromastrongman"

Inod.

Me:"momhasbeenaskingaboutyou.ItoldherI

ampregnant"

Siyanda:"Whatisyourintake?"

Me:"Iwanthertoknowbutnotnow"

Siyanda:"ungenzaumakhwapheniwakho(youare

makingmeyoursidechick)"

Ilaugh.

Me:"Nobabe"

Ileavehimandturn.

Me:"Ineedtogetdressed"



Siyanda:"wearealone"

Me:"just"

Heshakeshisheadandsitsonthecouch.Istand

bythepassageandjustwatchhim.Ihavenever

saidthistohim.NeitherhashebutIthinkweare

oldenoughtoknowhowwefeel.Ilovehim,Ihave

fallendeeplyinlovewiththisoldfoolandIlovehis

personality.Heisplayful,seriousandalsoknows

howtohandleawoman.IrubmylittlebumpandI

turnandgotothemainbedroom.

.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Mpande:"howareyoufeeling?"

Hesitsnexttomeandtakesmysonawayfromme.

Me:"good"



Hesmiles.

Mpande:"canwetalk?"

Me:"what'sup?"

Mpande:"it'snothingbad"

Me:"oh"

That'sarelief.Westandupandheputshimdown

andholdshishandbeforewewalkawayfromthe

crowd.

Mpande:"Alwande"

Heissilentandhesmilesandlooksdown.

Mpande:"Iloveyou."

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Mpande:"Thankyou,Fornotgivinguponusand

mewhenyoucould.Foreverything"

Me:"heyit'scalledlove"

Mpande:"Ireallyloveyou"

Ikissedhim.Hedoesn'thavetosaymuch.He

provedhimself.



.

.

.

★NDALO★

Theyseemedtohaveleftlooseaftereating.Iwent

tocheckinthekidsandthebabygirlwaswide

awake.Ipickedherupandtookthemtotherooms

theywilluse.

Me:"theseareyours,Schoolforyoustartsnext

year."

Theylookaround.

Phume:"arewesafe?"

Me:"youareverymuch.Wewouldneverharmyou

"

"Mam'Rhadebe!"

Me:"upstairsBabakhe"

Ilookedatthem.



Amahle:"DowecallyourhusbandBabakhe?"

Ilaugh.

Sanele:"Amahle!"

Me:"No,Callhim..."

"Baba"

Heappears.

Me:"youcamebackearly"

Nhlanhla:"itwasquick.Actuallyhaveasurprise

foryou"

Me:"oh"

Sanele:"Canwesettle?"

Me:"sure,youdon'thavetoask,shoutIfyouneed

anything"

Theynodandwewalkdownthestairs.

Me:"whatsurprisedoyouhaveforme.?"

Nhlanhla:"canIholdthebaby?"

Inoddedandhetookthebabyandclosedmyeyes

withhisonehad.



Nhlanhla:"listentomyvoice"

Me:"it'ssoothing"

Hechuckled.Ijustimaginedhissmile.Ikepton

walkingandheremovedhishand.

Nhlanhla:"Lookbaby"

Iopenedmyeyesanditwasacarabiggerone.

Me:"Iloveit"

Nhlanhla:"thankyouforeverything"

Iturnedtohim.

Me:"Ishouldbethankingyou"

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nhlanhla:"metoo"

Ilaidmyheadonhischest.

.

.

.



★PHUMELELE★

ILookedaroundmynewbedroom.NowIdon'thave

tosharewithallofthosekids.Ihavemyownspace

andprivacy.Ihavealwaysprayedtohavesomeone

adoptsusallandseenkidsgetadoptedandleaving

butSanelewouldalwayssaywehaveeachother.

Thatallthatmatters,hewassoclosetoleavingus

attheorphanageandmegoingnextandleaving

Amahleallalone.Weneededparentsandaparents

loveandournewmotherseemsnicesofar.Ilayon

thebedandsmile.Godblessthiscouple.Ihope

weenjoythestayandthattheydon'tsendusback.

ThereisaknockonthedoorandIwenttoopen.It's

Sanele.

Me:"Sanele"

HehugsmeandIhughimback.Mayhebe

protectedandblessed.Afterourmotherpassedon,

wehadnowheretogo.OurAuntlivedonwithher

husbandand3kidsandtookusinbutherhusband

complainedofhavingtofeedtwomoremouths.



Sanele,Theneighbourschild.Fromadisfunctional

homeonhiswaytotheorphanagejustbecausehis

parentscouldn'ttakecareofhim.Iremember

askingtheladywhowastakinghimtotakeusas

wellandtoldherwehavenoparents.Shedidand

droppedusattheorphanagetogether.Sincethen

hehaslookedoutforus.Beentoughandhadmany

fights,notjusttheorphanagebutatschoolaswell.

Ican'tcountthetimesthecaregivershadtogoin

forhisbehaviour.Itworriesmeattimes.His

behaviour.WebreakthebreakthehugandIsmile.

Me:"Youarenowlegallymybrother"

Heletsoutasmallsmile.

Sanele:"youarecomfortable?"

Inod.

Me:"yes"

Henoddedandputhandsinhispocket.

Sanele:"ok,Iwillseeyou"

Hewalkedoff.

Sanele:"Iwillbebythepoolside"



Thereisevenapool!Wow.

Me:"Iwilljoinyou"

Heshyedoff.

Sanele:"ok"

HewalkedoutandIclosedthedoorandjumpedon

mybed.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NDALO★



Me:"Iamsurprisedyouareparticipating"

Nhlanhlachuckled.

Nhlanhla:"Changingnappiesisn'tasbadasI

thought."

Me:"YouknowSanelesomehowremindsmeof

oneofyoursons"

Nhlanhla:"Lunele"

Inoddedwithasmileandgavehimthebaby

powderandhespilledalotonthenappy.Igiggled.

Me:"shouldItakeover?"

Idressedtheboyup.

Nhlanhla:"yes"

Ifinishedupandgavehimthebaby.

Me:"butyoutried.Thatallthatmatters"

Nhlanhla:"Youwillfindusatthebedroom"

Me:"letmecheckonAmahle"

Nhlanhla:"Sheiswatchingcartoons.Iamsureyou

don'twanttodisturbthat"



Me:"ok"

Ikissedhischeekandthebabybeforehewalked

out.

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★

Zikhali'sfamilytakessucheventsseriouslyandI

justlovehowhisfamilyissowelcomingandhis

motherisoneofthesweetest.Sheisgluedonme

andSthawaswelcomedproperly.Tosaythat

Jabulani'sfamilyalmostruinedthingsforme

regardsthelobolonegotiationsIamgladthatthey

didn'tsucceedandZikhalididn'tgiveup,muchto

hisannoyancewhatJabulani'sfamilywasdoing.

Hedidn'tsleepthatweek,trustmeIsawhowhe

lookedandit'slikelifewassuckedoutofhim.They

refusedtotakepartanynegotiationsandItold

Zikhalithatweshouldjustpaydowrythroughmy



familyandhesaidhewantstodoittherightway,

hereweare.Thedevilisaliershame.Averybig

onetobeprecise.IinvitedMrsZiqububutshe

couldn'tcome.Herson'sfianceishavingababy

shower.Letsgetbacktothesefestiveevents.

Wehavebeenonourkneesforsometimewhilehis

baboMkhuluwasspeaking.Icouldn'tstopsmiling

atthemomentofeverything.Peopleululatinghere

andIlookathim.Iamnotscaredno,HeisZikhali

notJabunorNdu.Themanwhotoldmeevery

secondofhislifehowmuchhelovesmeandi

believehimandlovehimaswell.

"Mntungwa,

Mbulaz'omnyama,

NinabakaBhej'eseNgome,

Nin'enadl'umuntunimyengangendaba,

Nin'enadl'izimf'ezimbiliikhambilaphumalilinye,

LobengulakaMzilikazi,

MzilikazikaMashobana,

ShobananoGasakaZikode,(clannames)"



EveryonewhoisaKhumalochangedthoseclan

names.ZikhaliheldmyhandandIblushed

effortlessly,itwasourtraditionalweddingdayand

it'stakenveryseriously.Something'sIdidn'tknow

weredoneuntilthingsaredoneinthisfamily.The

eventsturnedwonderfulandmyparentsand

SakhilewithhisgirlfriendandChildwerehere.

TrustmeZikhaliwentthroughalotfromSakhile

regardingmylastex'sbutheisstartingtowarmup

onlybecauseIlovethisman.

.

.

.

★PHUMELELE★

IwenttojoinSanelebythepool.Hewassittingin

silenceandIstoodnexttohimbeforehelookedup

tomeandIsmiledbeforesittingdown

Me:"Amahleiswatchingtv,sheishappy"

Sanele:"it'sgoodtoseeherhappy"



Me:"theoceanviewlookswonderful"

Sanele:"somuch."

Me:"Iamgratefulforeverythingyouhavedonefor

us,protectingus"

Sanele:"IwillalwaysprotectyouPhume,youare

important"

Helooksawayafterthatstatement.Ihavegotten

usedtoSanele'sshysidewhenheisaroundme.

Me:"IwishIhadacostume.Iwouldbeswimming

now"

Sanele:"ifyoucan"

Igiggled.

Me:"Iwouldtry"

Hechuckled.

Sanele:"Yeah"

Me:"HowisNono?"

That'shisgirlfriendfromschool.

Sanele:"ok"



Me:"Ihopeyoumarryheroneday"

Helooksatme.

Sanele:"Idon'tknowaboutthatorwewillmakeit

nextyear"

Iamsilent.IhaveneverdatedonlybecauseSanele

threatenedeveryguywhotriedtheirluckonme.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Weleftwhentheshowwasover.Iwastiredand

feelingverytired.NextyearIamgoingtodo

nursingandIamsoexcited.

Me:"sowhatareyouchangingnextyear?"

IlookedatLunele.

Lunele:"Howaboutwechangeyou?"

Me:"Notnextyear"



Hechuckled.

Lunele:"welldadtoldmeheishandingoverthe

familybusinesstomeandMpandewithKhonasoI

guesswearemovingtoDurban"

Me:"Ilovethesea"

Ismiled.

Me:""youknowonethingIamgratefulfor?"

Lunele"what?"

Me:"thatnoexofyourshasshowedupandcaused

problems"

Lunele:"theyknowbetterthantomesswithme"

Igiggled.

Me:"youaresuchabully"

.

.

.

★VUYELWA★



Theceremonyisnowoverandeveryoneismingling

witheachother.Zikhalimanagestolocatedmeand

takesmeawayfromthecrowd.

Me:"Therearestillpeople"

Zikhali:"Idon'tcare.Theywillhavetowait.Ineed

sometimewithmywife"

Iblushed.

Zikhali:"YoulookwonderfulinIsdwaba"

Me:"Thankyou,youlookhandsomeaswell"

Hechuckled.

Zikhali:"Ican'tbelieveyouaremine"

Me:"Ican'tbelieveyoulovemethismuch"

Zikhali:"Ido,somuch"

HekissedmyforeheadandIsmile.

Zikhali:"don'teverforgetthatok?"

Me:"Iwon'tMntungwa"

.

.



.

Tobecontinued.

[11/25,06:11] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT71

AFEWYEARSLATER

★VUYELWA★

Zikhali:"Mkami"

Heshookmelightlyfrommysleep.

Me:"Mntungwa"

Isatup.

Zikhali:"Baby"

Isatuprubbingmyeyes.Iamstillmadathimfor

cominghomelatewithnoexplanationatall.No



excuse.

Me:"whatisitZikhali?"

Irubbedmyeyesgroaning.

Zikhali:"Iamsorryaboutlastnight"

Me:"it'sok.Youaresafeandcamebacktobed.

Thatmatters"

Ilookedathimandhesmiled.

Zikhali:"thekidsareatschool.Ijustdroppedthem

off."

Me:"shouldIprepareyouforwork?"

Zikhali:"nowearegoingout.It'syourbirthday"

Iforgot!OhIsmileatthatmoment.

Zikhali:"Iseesomeoneforgot"

Me:"it'sokformetoforgetnotyou"

Hechuckled.

Zikhali:"Ihavepreparedaspecialbubblebathfor

you"

Me:"thankyou"



HepickedmeupandIgiggled.

Zikhali:"Bayakhalangawe(theyareadmiringyou

)"

Me:"who?"

Zikhali:"myassociates.Youarebeautiful"

Me:"wellthankyouItry"

Welaughandthebathtubhasabubblebath,An

icebucketwithwineaswellasstrawberriesand

cream.Scentedcandleslitup.Heplacesmedown.

Zikhali:"Enjoy"

Ikisshischeek.

Me:"thankyoubaby"

Hesmilesandwalksout.Letmegetinsideandfeel

likeaQueenthathetreatsme.Ithasbeenamazing

beingwithhim.Iwouldn'taskforanotherhusband.

.

.

.



★SANELE★

IamheadingbackhomeandbytomorrowIwillbe

landing.Mom,IwanttoseeherwhenIcomeback

butfirstlyIwanttoseePhumeaswell.Ihadtogo

toGermanyjusttolearnhowcarsare

manufactured.Iwantedtoknowthat.Iamnowa

MechanicalengineerandIlovemyjob.Itwouldn't

allbepossiblewithoutmyadoptiveparents.They

aremorethanjustthewordadoptivebutmy

parents.Bothofthem.Iswitchoffmyphoneas

myflightisbeingcalledandIstooduptoleaveand

boardtheplane.

.

.

.

★SIHLE★

Zinhle:"dad"

Me:"Yeshoney"



Zinhle:"sothereisaboy..."

IlookatherthroughthereviewmirroralreadyI

won'tlikeandIamnotreadyforthisconversation.

Me:"theboy"

Zinhle:"yes,Helikesme.Hetoldmethat"

Me:"helikesyourskirt.Boyslikethatdon'tfallfor

that"

Zinhle:"butit'sauniformallgirlshavethemat

school"

Me:"theonlyboywhotrulylovesyouisdaddyok?

"

Shesulked.Haibo.

Zinhle:"ok"

Me:"Ihavetospeakwithyourmotheraboutthis"

Zinhle:"mommysaidIshouldn'tbotherher,the

babyisdrainingher"

Wejustrecentlyhadanotherchildandit'sagirlthis

time.Ilookatherbrother.



Me:"andyou?What'shappeninginyourlife?"

Heshrugged.

Zinhle:"heis6,thereisnothinginteresting"

Me:""yourstoo.Youareallsmall"

Zinhle:"Iamtall"

Me:"Idon'tyouhavingfriendswhoareboys"

Zinhle:"why?"

Me:"Idon't"

Zinhle:"ok"

ThisoneisalittlestubbornasshegrowsbutIlove

her.

.

.

.

★ALWANDE★

Me:"Mpandeputmedown!"



Iwasoverhisshoulders.It'ssoearlyforthisandI

amgoingtofallifhedoesn'toutmedown.We

movedtoDurbanyearsagoandhehasbusinesses

withhisbrothers.Sohehasmentionedbutno

policehasknockedonourdoorsoIguessthatwe

arefine.

Mpande:"Waitwearealmostthere"

Me:"putmedown"

Mpande:"ok"

HelowershimselfandIgetdown.Iturntohimand

hithisshoulder.

Me:"Thekidsarecomingbacktoday.Dadwilldrop

themoff"

Mpande:"maybeheshouldtakethemforanother

month"

Me:"hayiImissthem"

Mpande:"ok,Comeletmeshowyou"

Wewalkinsidehisstudyandweseeaportraitof

myself.



Me:"Wowwhendidthishappen?"

Mpande:"sometimeago"

Me:"it'sanactualpainting?"

Mpande:"yes"

Me:"Iloveit.Itlookswonderful."

Mpande:"Iamgladyoulikeit"

Me:"Iloveit"

Ikissedhislips.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Mpande:"Iloveyoutoobaby"

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Me:"Ihavecalledthedoctor.Youwerecoughing

thewholenight"



Ndalo:"mythroatwasdry.Ifeltbetterafter

drinkingwater.Ubonilenawe(yousawaswell)"

Shecamefromthebathroomandputherhandon

herchestclosinghereyes.Irushedtohersideand

heldher.

Ndalo:"BabyIamfine"

Me:"wearegoingout?"

Ndalo:"canwecelebratemybirthdayinbed?"

Sheheldontome.

Me:"areyouok?"

Ndalo:"yes.Comelet'sgetinbed."

Me:"nowIamworried."

Ndalo:"KodwaNhlanhla"

Me:"Ok,comelet'sgetinbed.ThekidsandI

boughtcakeforyou"

Ndalo:"Bringitupplease"

Ididn'twanttoworrybutshedoesn'tlookok.Atall.

Me:"ok"



Ikissedherlipsbeforewalkingdownthestairs.

Theywerealreadygoneforschool.Itookthecake

andIlitthecandles.Ismiledwhiledoingthat

beforeIwalkedupthestairsandgotintheroom.

Shesmiledwhileclappingherhands.

Me:"Happybirthday"

Ndalo:"thankyouSthandwaSam"

Me:"makeawish"

Ndalo:"ok"

Sheclosedhereyesandblewthecandles.

Ndalo:"IwanttoseeIba"

Me:"wewillgotothecemeterytomorrow"

Shejustnodded.

Ndalo:"putthecakedownandcomejoinmeinbed.

"

IdidasIwastoldandgotinbehindherandsheput

afleeceoverus.Ikissedhercheek.

Ndalo:"IloveyouNhlanhla"



Me:"IloveyoutooNdalo"

Shesmiled.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★NTOKOMALO★

Iamtiredfromnightshift,Ireallylovebeinga

nursebutthingsgetveryhecticattimes.After

findingoutthatIamexpectingIhavebeenhappy.I

haveastablecareerandlifeisgoinggreat,welive

inDurbanandmymanhasbusinesses.Wearenot

marriedbutlifeisverywonderfulforusboth.Ilove



Lunelesomuchaswell,Icouldsafelysaythathe

worshipsthegroundthatIwalkon,touchéIknow.

IjustwokeupfromsleepandLunelewasn'taround.

Igotoffthebedandmademywaydownstairsafter

fresheningupthenstartedwithcookingfortheday.

Thekitchen.DooropensandIturntohimandhe

looksstressed.

Me:"hey"

Iwentclosertohimtogiveawelcomebuthe

pushedmebackalittlebit.

Lunele:"NotnowNtokomalo"

Me:"Uhmok,Iwentforalittlescan.Ijustgot

excitedaftermyshift"

Lunele:"IamnotreallyinamoodNtokomalo"

Hewenttothefridgeandtookoutabeer.

Me:"whatswrong?Talktome"

Lunele:"Idon'twantto"

Me:"Iamtryingtohelp"

Lunele:"couldyoujustshutup?"



Me:"Hayipheladon'trespondtomelikethatwhen

IamtryingtofindtheproblemLunele,nx"

Iturnedandheheldmynecktightlyfrombehind.

Me:"Lunele!"

Lunele:"UsuyangijwayelaNtokomalo(youare

shiftingonmeNtokomalo)Youcantalktomelike

thatnow.It'sthoseDr'syouworkwith"

Me:"leavemealoneyouarehurtingme"

Ielbowedhisstomachandtriedtorushoff.

KnowingLunelehemightdosomething.Iwentup

thestairsandhewasafterme.

Lunele:"youaredisrespectful"

Myheartisracing.IgettothemainbedroomandI

getinandtriedclosingthedoorbutwewrestledit

andheoverpoweredme.Itriedrushingofftothe

bathroombuthegottomeandhethrewmeonthe

couchintheroom,mystomachmadecontactwith

thecornerofitbeforeIfellonthefloor,hetookoff

hisbelt.TheonlythingthatcametomindIsto

covermyface.Hehitme.Forthefirsttimeinthe



yearswehavebeentogetherhewashittingme.I

couldfeeltheburningsanationofthebeltcomingin

contactwithmyskin.Hecametograbmybraidsas

wellandIcouldfeelthehurtinggrip.Tearsdidn't

stopcomingout.

Me:"I'msorryLunele,I'msorry!"

Hestoppedanddroppedthebelt.Isobbedwhile

crying.Mybodywasaching,herubbedhisface

roughly.

Lunele:"Shit"

HewalkedoutafterthatandIcriedhidingmyface.

Itriedstandingupandlimpedmywaytothe

bathroom.IhaveneverseenhimlikethatandI

wonderwhathappened.Mymindcouldn'tregister

whatjusthappened.

.

.

.

★KHONA★



Samke:"yourphoneisringing"

Sheliftedherheadfrommychest.Ilookedatitand

it'sLunele.

Me:"it'sLunele"

Samke:"Oh"

ShechangedthechannelwhileIansweredthecall.

Me:"Lunele"

Lunele:"IfuckedupUsakhona.Morethananything.

Idon'tknowwhatIamsupposedtodonext"

Me:"whathappened?Speakproperly,isitthe

contract?"

IlookedatSamkewhowasbusyonthetv.

Lunele:"No,Ifinallysecuredthatshippingdeal

thoughtheydidn'tdeserveworkingwithus.Imean

Ntokomalo"

Me:"whatdidyoudo?"

Ifrown.



Lunele:"Khona"

Me:"Lunelewenzani?(Whatdidyoudo?)"

MyvoicerisesandSamketouchesmyarm.

Me:"Iamcoming"

ShenodsandIremovehercarefullybeforeIwalk

offandgooutside.

Me:"talk"

Lunele:"wegotintoanaltercationearlier.My..my

emotionsgotthebetterofme"

Me:"Lunele!"

Lunele:"Icanhearyou"

Me:"tellmeyoudidnotlayyourhandonher"

Heissilent.

Me:"Thefuck"

Lunele:"Iamscaredofcheckinguponher.Iwas

inafoulmoodandshekeptontalking"

Me:"nomatterhowannoyedyouareyouneverdo

thatshit.YouknowBabawillkillyou.Momwill



assisthim.Fixit!"

Lunele:"how?"

Me:"figureitoutlikehowyoufiguredhowtohither.

Damn!"

Ihungup.Luneletookittoofar.Istayedoutside

justtocalmdownbeforegoinginside.WhenIwas

enoughIwalkedinside.

Samke:"everythingok?"

Me:"Uhmyes"

Ikissedhercheek.

Me:"needmoresnacks?"

Shenodded.Iwenttogetmoresnacks.

.

.

.

★NDALO★

Dr:"Iwillcomebacknextweektocheckuponyou



ifyouarenotfeelinganybetter"

Nhlanhla:"haveyoufiguredoutwhat'swrong?"

Helookedatme.

Dr:"It'samildflueasfarasthesymptoms"

Me:"yousee,Iamfine"

Nhlanhla:"Iamnotconvinced."

Me:"thankyouDr"

Dr:"pleasureMrsRhadebe"

Hewalkedoutofourbedroom.Ipattednexttome.

Me:"Sondelasthandwa(comecloselove)"

HemovedclosertomeandIplacedmyheadonhis

chest.Itookashallowbreathandsmiled.

Nhlanhla:"Ndalotellmewhatiswrong,Iknowyou

know"

Me:"Iwantyoutoenjoybeingwithme.Don'tworry

"

Nhlanhla:"Iamworried.Iwanttoknow"

Itookadeepbreath.



Me:"heartfailure"

Heissilent.

Nhlanhla'"howlonghaveyouknown?"

Me:"it'sbeen2years"

Nhlanhla:"andyoudidn'ttellme?"

Me:"Iwastryingtoprotectyouandthekids"

Nhlanhla:"fromwhatNdalo?Fromwhat?From

savingyoutryingtoprotectusfromthat"

Me:"IamoldNhlanhla.Iamtired."

Nhlanhla:"NoNdalo"

Hesaidsoftly.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Nhlanhla:"wecangetyouadonor.Aheartfromthe

blackmarketifIhavetojustanything"

Me:"Iwantthisheartrighthere."

Iplacedhishandonmychestandlookedathim.

Me:"youknowwhy?"



Hewassilent,hiseyesredholdingbackhis

emotions.

Me:"becausethisheartistheonlyheartthatloves

you.Replacingitwouldbelikereplacingyou"

Nhlanhla:"youwilllive"

Me:"Iwilllive.Inyou,Iamyourlife"

IsmiledandhekissedmylipsandIresponded

beforehebrokeit.Itouchedhischeekwhile

lookingathiminglossyeyes.Ilovethismanwith

allofmyheart,deeplyandfully.Hehasshownme

whatlovereallymeansandforthepast36yearsof

beingmarriedIhaveneverhadanythingbadfrom

him.Hasnevercheatedorlaidhishandbutshowed

melove.Wewentthroughwhatothercouplesgo

throughbutheismystrengthandIamhis.It'snow

timehefoundstrengthinthekidsaswellasme.I

smiled.

Me:"Istherestillicecream?"

Nhlanhla:"thereis"

Me:"let'swatchamovie"



Nhlanhla:"andcuddle?"

Inodwhilesmiling.

Me:"andberomantic"

HesqueezedmybuttandIshreek.

Me:"(laughing)Nhlanhla"

Nhlanhla:"youlikedit"

Me:"youaresilly"

Nhlanhla:"Iknowyoulikedit"

Thisman!

.

.

.

★PHUMELELE★

Cindy:"Ihavesetupthatblinddate"

Me:"ohCindy"

Cindy:"justthisone.Ipromiseyouwilllikehim"



Iammakingmywayoutofwork.Iamreallynotin

themood.Iwanttogohome.

Me:"okfine"

Cindy:"hesaidhewillfetchyousoIthinkheis

outsidealready"

Me:"youknowmyfatherright?"

Cindy:"Iwouldn'tgetyoukidnapped,Iknow"

Inodded.

Me:"bye,seeyounextweekMonday"

Cindy:"youwilltellthedetailsonMonday"

Me:"ok,bye"

Iwalkedoutandwentdown.Idon'tevenknowthis

guy.Igetoutoftheofficeandwenttostandbythe

securityguy.Aguygotoutofthecarandhefixed

hissuit.

Him:"Hi,AreyouperhapsPhumelele?"

Me':"yesIam"

Hesmiled.



Him:"let'sgoshallwe?"

Inodded.Hedidn'topenthedoorformelikedad

does.Bummer.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Ihavebeensittingonthetoiletforoversometime.

Hopingthepainswouldendanytime.Igruntedand

heldmystomachwhenIfeltsharppains.The

soundofthebloodclotslandinginthetoiletwater

wasloudenoughformetohear.Thebangingon

thedoorformetoopenbyLuneleisnothelpingas

well.Idon'twanttoseehim.Iamscaredofwhat

hemightdonext.

Lunele:"Ntokobabypleasecomeout.Iamsorry.I

amreallysorry"

Ihavebeenhearingthosewordsaccompaniedby

hisbangs.



Lunele:"babyIwanttotakeyoutothehospital

please.Checkifthebabyandyouarefine"

Whenhesaidbabyheopenedthefloodgates.It's

clearasdaylightwhathasbeenhappeningallthis

timeIamsittingonthetoilet.Mybabyisgoing

downthetoilet,Itmighthavebeenafetusbutit's

wasgoingtogrowintoababy.Isobbedandplaced

myhandovermymouthsoIcanquietenmysobs

downsohewouldn'thearmebutthesharppricing

paininmyheartisonethingIcan'tcover.Ihold

mystomachastheclotskeeponcomingandthe

painsurfacingnowandthenaswell.

.

.

.

★CELIWE★

IdraggedmyfeetasIwalkedtothecar.Already

theyarewaitingforme,Icouldn'thelpbutsmile

whenIsawMpendulo.Honestlysayinghelooks



morehandsomewhilewearingasuitandthe

corporateworldsuitshim.Thekidsstandingnext

tohiminacheermodethanIhaveexpected.

Me:"Hello"

HehandedflowersovertomeandIthankedhimby

kissinghischeek.

Ndu:"Howwasyourday?"

Me:"exhausting"

Ndu:"Icantell,howaboutwegetyouhomeandI

willcook"

Me:"aren'tyouthemostamazinghusbandagirl

couldget"

Ndu:"Iam"

Welaughedandgotthekidsinsidethecar.

.

.

Tobecontinued
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★PHUMELE★

Him:"Ienjoyedthedate"

Me:"Ienjoyeditaswell"

Ireallydidn't.Itwaspracticallyallabouthim.We

wereattheparkinglot.

Him:"seconddate?"

Me:"IwillletyouknowifIamnotbusy"

Him:"okthensweets."

HesmilesandgetsinhiscarandIwatchhimdrive

off.Isigh.Thatwashorrible.Iwentupthestairsto

myapartment.Iamtiredandworkhasbeenvery

hectic.Iseemissedcallsandtheyarefrommom.I

willcallherinthemorningasit'slateatthemoment.

IgettomyapartmentandIunlockthedoorandget

insidebeforeswitchingonthelightsandthrowing



mybagonthecouch.Itakeoffmycoatandshoes

andItakethemandwalktothebedroomandIopen

thelightsandIseehimcuddlingonmypillowwhile

asleep.IstandthereandwatchhimbeforeIwalkin

furtherandIsatonthebedandhewakesupand

sitsup.

Me:"youknowthepillowisforrestingyourhead"

Heshysmiled.

Sanele:"Iknow."

Hepushesitasideandstretcheshimself.

Me:"whendidyoucomeback?"

Sanele:"2hoursago,wherewereyou?"

Me:"Iwasatworkthenwentonadate"

Ilaidonthebed.

Me:"I'mgonnadieavirgin"

Heissilent.

Sanele:"Iwantedtocheckuponyou"

Me:"youaregoinghome?"



Sanele:"Ihaven'ttoldmomthatIamback"

Inodded.Hekissedmyforehead.

Sanele:"Someoneouttherelovesyousomuch,

withallofhisheartandwantstoseeyouhappy"

Me:"canhecomeoutalready,honestlyIcan'tbe

seekinghiminthewrongplacesI..."

Hekissesme,thisisthefirst.SomehowIfind

myselfclosingmyeyesandkissinghimbackas

well.Hishandgoestomywaistandhesqueezesit

softlyandhischestispressedonme.Nomanhas

everkissedmelikethis.Soonenoughourclothes

disappearandheisontopofmewhilekissingmy

neckandmylegsgoaroundhiswaistasmyhands

runthroughhisupperbodyfeelinghismusclesas

well.Mytinybodypressedunderhim.Hestops

kissingandlooksatmeandcarriesonandIleft

him.SoonmyvirginityisgoneandIamawoman

andnotagirlanymore.Asthethrustskeptcoming

mybloodwasfluctuatingwarmlythroughmyvains.

Heshothisloadatlonglastingpleasureandhelaid

nexttomeandpulledmybodytohimself.



Sanele:"IloveyouPhumelele,Iamthatman"

Ilookathim.

Me:"HewasInfrontofmeallthistime"

Henoddedandkissedmyforeheadandrestedmy

headonhischest.Silenceconsumedus.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

IheardtheshufflingandIjustwatchedhim.He

cursedthroughthedarknessandwenttothe

bathroomandIheardshowerwater.Tears

streameddownmycheeksandIheldontomy

stomach.Hecomesoutafterawhileandgetsin

boxersandgetsonthebedandhewrapshisarms

aroundme.It'salmostmidnightaswell.

Lunele:"Iamsorrybaby"

Hekissesmycheek.Idon'twanttocryinfrontof



him.Heholdsmeclosetohim.ThemanIhadloved

thesepast6yearshashurtmelastnight,brokeme

inonego.Idon'tknowhowIwillrecoverfrom

everything.WhenheisasleepIgetoffthebedand

IgooutofthebedroomandIgodownthestairs

andgooutsideclosingtheslidingdoorandIjust

breakdown.Nothinghurtsthanloosingachildyou

haven'theldinyourarms.Kissedtosayhowmuch

youloveit,it'smyfaultIlostmybabyinthe

processwhenIshould'veprotectedit.

"Ntokomalo"

Iwipemytearssniffingandhecomesandsitsnext

tome.

Lunele:"IpromisebabythatIwouldneverdowhatI

didyesterday.Iloveyousomuch"

Iplacedmyhandonhischestandlaidonit.Ilove

himtoo.Iknowhekeepshispromises.

Me:"Iknow"

IamafriadoftellinghimIhavelostourchildwe

werereadyfor.



.

.

.

★GUGU★

Iwokeupearlytodaypackingupforeveryonetoget

readytogotowork.Myhusbandcameinthe

kitcheninboxerswhileIwasdoingthekidslunch

box.

Sihle:"mylovelywife"

HekissesmyneckandIgiggle.

Me:"Zinhlemightwalkinside"

Sihle:"youlookbeautiful"

Me:"Ilookhorrible.Ididn'tsleep"

Iturnedtohim.

Sihle:"youstilllookbeautiful"

Hesays.

Me:"yourlittledaughterisquietascreamer"



Hechuckled.

Sihle:"Adiva"

Me:"surely.Letmegowakethekidsupandprepare

youroutfit"

Sihle:"thankyoubaby"

WesharedakissandhebrokeitandIrushedoff.I

amatmyhappiestatthisverymoment.

.

.

.

★NOMASONTO★

"Youaregonnafall"

Ichuckled.

Me:"thesunriseisbeautiful"

Hegavemeacupofcoffee.

Siyanda:"Youaremakingmylastdaysmemorable

"



Me:"youarenotdyingsoon"

Siyanda:"Idon'tknow.IjustfeellikeIam"

Iturnfromtherailandlookathim.Itouchhis

cheek.

Me:"Don'tsaythat.Whataboutyourkids?

Omuhleandme?"

Siyanda:"youwillhavemefromheaven"

Me:"don'tsaythat"

Siyanda:"let'senjoytheview"

Hestoodbehindme.

Siyanda:"IloveyouNomsonto"

Hesaiditfortheveryfirsttimein6yearswehave

beentogether.Iturntohim.

Me:"Ilonglovedyou"

Siyanda:"Iknew"

Ismiled.

Me:"Youarehandsome"

Heblushed.



Siyanda:"wellyouarenotbad"

Me:"haibao"

Heholdsmywaist.

Siyanda:"it'syourstrongspiritthatIlove."

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★

Ndalo:"Nhlanhla“

Iswallowedandgotclosertoherandshesmiled

whilehereyeswereglossy,soweremineaswell.

Ndalo:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo.Let'stakeyoutothehospital"

Sheshookherheadsmiling.

Ndalo:"No,Iwantmybed."

Me:"NdaloIcan't...Ican'tlooseyou"



Ndalo:"Bhungane,Youwon'tlooseme.Iam

alwayshere,Iamyourheartasyouaremine"

Icouldn'tdigestanything.

Me:"doyouneedanything?"

Ndalo:"mykids.Iwantthemallhere"

Me:"Iwillcallthem"

Ndalo:"Iwantyoutoholdme,tolaynexttome"

ShesmiledwidelyandIgotinnexttoher.

Ndalo:"Youtakecareofyourselfforme"

Me:"'Buhlebendalo"

Ndalo:"Thankyouforthebest36yearsofyourlove

"

Me:"youdeservethemandmore"

Sheclosedhereyes.

Ndalo:"Iamsleeping.Wakemeupwhentheyhave

arrived"

Me:"IWill"

Iheldontoherassherested.Iranmyfingerson



herbackfromherheadandIkissedherforehead.

.

.

.

★SAMKE★

Usakhona'sphonerangandhewasdeepinsleep.I

shookhimabitandhegroaned.

Me:"Usakhonayourphone"

Khona:"theywillcalllater"

Icheckedhisphone.

Me:"it'sBaba"

Hesatupandtookthephoneansweringit.

Khona:"Dad"

Hewassilentforamoment.

Khona:"Uhmokwearecoming."

Hehungupandlookedatme.



Me:"what'swrong?"

Khona:"dadsaysmomwantstoseeus.Iwonder

why"

Me:"weshouldgotofindout"

It'searlyinthemorning.Probablythesunhasn't

fullyrisen.Wegetoffthebedandgoandtakea

bathtogetherbeforeweareoutanddressed.We

areleavingourbabywiththenannywhilewego

andseewhat'shappening.Heissilentandin

thoughts.Idon'twanttodisturbhim.

.

.

.

★MPANDE★

Alwande:"Areyouok?"

Me:"yeahyeah"

Shelooksatthekidsattheback.



Alwande:"Iamsureeverythingisok"

Idon'tknow.Daddidn'tinformuswhymomcalled.

Alwande:"Theyaretired"

Me:""yeah"

Mymindisnothereatall.

.

.

.

★NTOKOMALO★

Idecidedtonottellhim,Iwillfakeafewmonths

latersohewouldn'tfeelasguilty.Idon'tknow.Iam

tryingtoprotecthisfeelingsandyetIdon'tknow

how.ItwillhurthimifImiscarry.HeknowsthatI

waspregnant.Surelyitwould'vebeeneasyifhe

didn'tknowandIdelltwithitonmyown.Weare

headingtohisparentshouseashegotacallfrom

hisfather.Wehaven'ttalkedsincethetimehe

camebackhome.IknowIlovehim.Withallmy



heartandIhaveforgivenhimforwhathappened.

Heparksthecarandalreadytherearemorecard

thananticipated.Welookateachotherandgetout

ofthecarwonderingwhat'sreallyhappening.We

walkinsideandeveryoneishere.Wegreet.His

fatherwalksdownthestairs.HelooksdrainedandI

haveneverseenhimlikethat.

Him:"Thankyouforcoming"

Mpande:""what'sgoingon?"

Khona:"Iwasabouttoaskthesamething"

Him:"yourmotherwantstoseeyou"

Sanele:"what'swrong?"

Him:"allofyoufollowme"

Wealllookedateachotherbeforefollowinghim.

Wewalkedupthestairs.

.

.

.

★NHLANHLA★



Iwasdreadingthisrequestbutwhatmywifewants

sheshallget.IopenedthedoorslowlyandIwalked

insidethebedroomandsheturnedtothedoorand

smiledweakly.

Ndalo:"Mybabies"

Theyallwalkedin.All12ofthem.

Nkanyiso:"ismommyok?"

Ndalo:"Mommyisok,comegivemeakiss"

Hegetsonthebed.Everyoneissilentand

Nkazimulodoesn'twanttobeleftoutandalsofalls

inNdalo'sarms.

Ndalo:"youarethegreatestgiftsyourfathercould

givetome"

Shelooksatourdirectionsmiling.

Khona:"what'sgoingon?"

Ndalo:"justalittleflue"

Sanele:"thisdoesn'tlooklikeaflue"



Ndalo:"don'tworry"

Lunele:"momyouneedthehospital"

Sheshookherhead.

Ndalo:"Iamfine"

Shecoughedandsmiled.

Ndalo:"it'sgoodtoseeyouall.Iloveyou"

Amahle"youareleaving"

Ndalo:"noBaby,Iamnot.ItoldyouIamfine"

Khona:"thisisfarfromfinemom!"

Hewalkedoff.

Samke:"Khona"

PhumelefollowsandSanelewalksout.Littleby

littletheywalkoutandLuneleisleft.

Ndalo:"Lunele"

Lunele:"Mah"

Hisvoiceisbreaking.

Ndalo:"Takecareofyoursiblings"



Lunele:"don'tsaythat"

Ndalo:"Ineedtocuddlewithmyhusband."

Henoddedandeveryoneleft.Ilookedather.

Ndalo:"comecloser"

Icamecloser.

Me:"Holdonforme"

Ndalo:"IloveyouNhlanhla"

Me:"Iloveyou.Wearegonnagetthroughthis"

Ndalo:"Iknowyouwill,singforme"

Me:"youknowIcan't"

Ndalo:"yetIloveyourvoice."

Me:"one,lookinyoureyes

AndthereIseeajustwhatyoumeantome

Thelovethatweshare

Makeslifesosweet

Togetherwe'llalwaysbe...

Hereandnow,Ipromisetolovefaithfully.



Ndalo:"(singingsoftly)You'reallIneed."

Shekissedmyforeheadandlaidonmychest.

.

.

.

.

Tobecontinued

[11/25,06:12] :~INKABIBROTHERS~

INSERT74

★NHLANHLA★

Theoceansoundsreplacedthesoundsoffthesoil

hittingthedesignedwood.Thebirdschirpedlike

theyhadnocareintheworld.Ilookedatthephoto

andtearsstreameddownmycheeks.Ihavenever

feltdeadbeforeinmylife.Idon'tfeellifeinsideof



me.Ifeellikeairistakenawayfrommebitbybit.

ThesmileIwillonlyhaveinmymindandinpictures

alone.Iwouldneverseeitonherfaceandplaster

mylipsjusttofeelifit'sreal.Iswallowthelump

andwipemytears.

Siyanda:"I'msorry"

Iamsilent.Ilookdowntothesand.Heisstanding

rightnexttome.

Siyanda:"itsallsurreal"

Hesays.

Siyanda:"Iknowhowyoufeelmaybenotexactly

butIknow."

Ilookedathim.

Siyanda:"that'showIfeltwhenSizadied."

Me:"Shedidn'twanttobewithmeanymore"

MyvoiceisbreakingandIfeelthepainonmy

chest.

Siyanda:"Ndalolovedyousomuch.Shedied

lovingyouandwantstoseeyouhappy,Celebrate



her"

Me:"Iwishwediedtogetherinacaraccidentor

something.Notlikethis"

Siyanda:"Iknow.Butthekidsneedyou"

Me:"Ineedher,IstillneedmywifeSiyanda"

Hesatnexttome.

Siyanda:"IwilltaketheAmahletocomelivewith

usforawhileandyoukeepthelittleones.Theywill

keepyoudistracted."

Inodded,thenchuckled.

Me:"shewantedustohavemanykidssoshe

couldleaveme"

Siyanda:"don'tdothistoyourselfNhlanhla."

Ican't.ThekidsarppoachandwipemytearsandI

clearmythroat.

Nkazimulo:"Daddy"

ShestoodInfrontofmeandIfaintlysmiledandput

heronmylap.ShegavemeaUSBandsmiled.



Me:"what'sthisprincess?"

Nkazimulo:"MommysaidIshouldgiveittoyou"

Shebitherbottomlipandsmiled.

Phume:"Maybeyoushouldseewhat'sinside"

Ilookedatit.

Me:"Come,let'sallgoinsidethehouse"

IpickedNkazimuloupandwewalkedinsidethe

house.Mostfamilymembersarehere,wewentup

thestairstooneofthebedroomsthathasatvand

theyallsatdownonthecouchesandbed.Ilooked

atallofthem.

Lunele:"weareheredad"

Lihle:"Yeah"

Inoddedandtooktheremote.IputtheUSBinandI

openedthetvandselectedUSBthenpressedon

thefolder.

Ndalo'sfaceappeared.Myheartwasbleeding10

timesmore.

Ndalo:"wellIknowthatonedayIwouldloosethe



loveofmylifeorIwouldleavehim.Ihopethat

neverhappensbutifitdoesit'snotallbad.

SthandwasenhliziyoYamiifyouarewatchingthisI

loveyou"

ShesmiledsosweetlyandIchuckled.

Ndalo:"BuhlebendaloisnotBuhlebendalowithout

NhlanhlaRhadebe.letmesharemylifeshalli?"

Iputmyhandsinmypocket.Photo'sandvideos

starteddisplaying.

_____

**Ndalo:"Nhlanhlawhereismyhat?"**

**Me:"Ibahasit"**

**Ibanathiranuptoher.Irememberthedayshe

graduatedfromlaw.ShestoodnexttoMakand

Siyandatookthepicture.Thesmileonherface

displayedthejoybeforeshepickedIbaupand

kissedhischeek.**

***Ndalo:"LookatthecameraIba"**

______



Ismiledatthat.

Mpande:"whoisthat?"

Me:"yourolderbrother"

Ilookedatthetv.Lunelewantedtospeakbut

figuredtobequietforamoment.Ourweddingday

wasdisplayedaswelleverythingwasplayingoutto

thebeachandherfirstbirthdaywithme.Every

singlemomentwesharedtogetherwiththekidsas

well.

______

Ndalo:"HappybirthdaySanele!"

Iwasstandingbehindherwhilesheplacedthecake.

Saneleshyedaway.

Ndalo:"Makeawish."

Sanele:"Ok"

Heclosedhiseyesandblewthecandlesandweall

cheeredforhim.IgaveNdalothepresentandshe

handedittohim.

Sanele:"What'sthis?"



Ndalo:"yourgift.Youaregrown"

Me:"youdeserveitboy"

Heopeneditandlookedatusindisbeliefbeforehe

cameandhuggedNdaloandwechuckle.Everyone

startedsinging.

Sanele:"Thankyouguys"

______

Sanele:"Iremeberthatlikeitwasyesterday."

Amahle:"thatwas2yearsago"

Hepushedherandshegiggled.

Me:"youcriedlikeababy"

Sanele:"Ihaveneverexpectedacaronmy21

birthday"

Lunele:"That'swhatdadisspecialin"

Mpande:"likethereisnothingelsehecanbuy"

Theylaughed.

Me:"youareganginguponme?"

Nkanyiso:"Iamnot"



Me:"thankyouboy."

Wecarriedonwatchingtilleverythingwasover.We

wereallsilent.

Mpande:"shegaveusthebestmemories"

Phumelele:"shewaspatientwithus"

Lunele:"Lovedusevenwhenwewerewrong"

Sanele:"shewouldwantustobehappy"

Me:"therewouldneverbeanotherwomanlikeher"

"Really"

CeliwewalkedinandIwenttohugher.Tearsleft

hereyes.

Celiwe:"Iamsorry"

Me:"it'sokprincess"

Shesmiled.

Celiwe:"Iwillmissourspadays"

NkazimulocameandtappedmeandIletgoof

Celiwe.

Nkazimulo:"daddy"



Me:"Mylastprincess"

Ipickedherup.

Lunele:"thewaysheisfoldingherlipssheisabout

tosaysomethingoutofturn"

Lihle:"leavethebabyalone"

Me:"whatdoyouwantprincess?"

Nkazimulo:"Mommysaidyouwillbuyacastlefor

me"

Welaughed.

Me:"Iwillbuyitwhenyouarebig"

Shesulked.Ilovemykids,Ndaloleftsomething

specialwithmeandit'sthesekids.Irub

Nkazimulo'sback.

.

.

.

[AFEWYEARSLATER]



Theyhavegrown.Shewalksdownthestairs

gracefullyjustlikealady,JustlikeNdalowouldand

shereachesthelaststepandputsherbagunder

herarms.

Me:"youcantakeyourtimeyounglady"

Amahle:"Ihavetolookgooddad.It'saparents

meeting"

Shesaidlookingattheglasswall.

Me:"let'sgo,wewillbelate"

ShesmiledandImadeahookwithmyarmandwe

walkedoutandIpracticedmychilveryonherasI

openedthedoorforherandshegotinthenIclosed

it.IwenttomysideandIgotinside.

Amahle:"Myboyfriendneedssomelessonsfrom

youaboutopeningdoorsformedadyouknow"

Me:"youhaveaboyfriend?"

Amahle:"boyfriend?DidIsaythat?"

Me:"yes"



Amahle:"ohImeantBoywhoisafriend.Boy-

Friend"

Shwgigglednervously.

Me:"howoldareyou?"

Amahle:"26"

Me:"whenistherightdatingage?"

Amahle:"Butdad,Aladygottodosomething"

Me:"Idon'twanttheseboyshurtingmylittlegirl's

heart"

Amahle:"worrynot.Heknowsnottomesswithme

"

Me:"Iwanttomeethim,what'shisname?"

Amahle:"it's...Haahngekesoyoucanhaunthim

down"

Me:"justaname"

Sheshookherhead.Ichuckled.Theyhavebeen

keepingmesaneforthesepastfewyears.

Me:"youknowyouroldersistershadalready



movedoutatyourage"

Amahle:"Iamcomfortablehomeandbesidesyou

needme."

Me:"Icantakecareofusandwecanhavehelpers

"

Amahle:"ohno.Momhatedthose"

Me:"Youareyoungamahle.Youhavetobesocial

andfree"

Amahle:"youarehearingyourselfright?"

Me:"yes"

Ismile.

Amahle:"whoareyouandwhereismyfather?"

Ichuckled.

Me:"theoldmanisstillhere"

WegottothekidsschoolandIparkedthecar.We

gotoutandmadeourwayinside.Wesawthem

sittingonthebenchandNkanyisograbbedhisbags.

Nkanyiso:"Iamsuresheheldyouup"



Me:"youknowyoursister"

Nkazimulo:"heydaddy.

Shesmiledhuggingme.

Me:"Heyprincess.Howwasyourday?"

Nkazimulo:"myPhysicsteachersaidIneedtostop

askingtoomuchquestionsinclass"

Me:"Ipayalotofmoneysoaskasmuchasyou

like"

Nkazimulo:"Iwill."

Amahle:"Whereareyourteachers?"

Nkazimulo'"thehall.Letmetakeyou"

Shetookusaway.Theyhavegrownsomuch.She

leftafterandwenttofindtheirclasses.Wewent

aroundalltheirsubjectteachersandthefeedback

wegotwasok.TheytoldmethatNkanyisohasa

brightfutureinbasketballifhepursuesit.Iwill

havetotalktohimonthat.Wewenttotheirhome

languageteacherforIsizulu.Shesmiledwhile

lookingatus.



Amahle:"shehashotsforyou"

Me:"Icansee"

Wesatdown.

Her:"MSCeleisthesurname"

Me:"Nicetomeetyou.MrRhadebe."

Her:"NkanyisoandNkazimulo'sfather,Theyhave

nevermentionedhavingahandsomefather"

Ichuckledlightly.

Amahle:"howaretheydoing?"

Her:"Verywellinclass.Iamhappywiththe

AnsweringandparticipationIgetfromthebothof

them.Theyarewonderfulkids"

Amahle:"Wearehappytohearthataboutourkids"

Shefakedasmileandheldmyhand.

Her:"oh,yourkids?"

Iwantedtolaugh,whatisAmahledoing?This

daughterofmineispossessive.Allofthemare.I

rememberLihlepretendingthatwearemarried



becausesomewaitresslefthernumbersand

wantedmetocallher.Shecausedascene.Ndalo

iskickinginthatone,inallofthem.

Amahle:"yes,MyhusbandandIwereveryworried

aboutthemwiththeirschoolparticipationbutsofar

wearehappy.RightHoney?"

Theybothlookedatme.Theteacherlookedvery

disappointed.

Me:"yes"

Ihavecrazydaughters.ThisiswhatIdealwith.Not

thatIwanttobewithanywoman.No,Iwould

neverhaveanotherwifeorloveanyoneelsethan

Ndalo.

Her:"youlookyoungtobetheirmother"

Amahle:"Iamtheirstepmother"

Me:"Ithinkweshouldleave."

Her:"polygamyIassume"

Amahle:"HoneyIcan'tbesecondwifeshame.I

amthefirstandonly.Comelet'sgetourkids"



Shestoodupandwalkedoff.

Her:"callmeifyouneedanythingrequiringthekids

andanyquestionsatall.Mydoorisalwaysopen"

Issheflirtingwithme?

Me:"Iamsuremyfamilyiswaiting"

Istandupandsheholdsmyhand.

Her:"tomanymoremeetings"

Iremovedmyhandandwalkedoff.

Amahle:"Weareleaving?"

Me:"youandyoursister'shavestunts"

Amahle:"wehavetolookoutforourfather"

Nkazimulo:"Who?"

Nkanyiso:"MsCelehasalwayshadacrushonyou

sincethattimeshesawyoufetchingus"

Me:"unfortunatelyIammarriedandinlovewithone

woman"

Nkazimulo:"Dad,Momsaidcanyoutakeusout

foricecream"



Welaughed.

Me:"let'sgotocircuscircus"

Wewalkedoff.

.

.

.

★LUNELE★

Itouchedthesideofherheadasshelooked

exhaustedfromalltheworkthathasbeendone.I

couldn'timaginemylifewithoutNtokomaloinitand

Ivowedtoneverhurthereveragain.Sheopensher

eyesandshootsthemaroundtheroombeforeshe

looksatme.

Me:"Hey"

Ntokomalo:"whereishe?"

Me:"heisnexttoyou"

Ismile.



Me:"Helookslikemethemost"

Ntokomalo:"SoyouaretellingmeIpushedhimout

fordecoration?"

Welaughed.Iheldherhand.

Me:"Ntoko"

Ntokomalo:"mmmh?"

Me:"Thankyouforstayingwhenyoucould'veleft

me."

Shesmiledweakly

Ntokomalo:"Iloveyousomuchtodothat"

Me:"Iloveyoutoo"

Istoodupfromthehospitalchairandkissedher

lipsandsheresponded.

Me:"Iloveyou"

Shesmiledbackatme.

.

.

.



★NHLANHLA★

Wearrivedatthehouseandeveryonewenttotheir

rooms.Ichangedmycarkeysandwentoutside

andgotinmycarbeforedrivingoff.Ilistenedto

somemusicwhileatitanddroveintothehighway

headingmywaytoPortShepstone.Igottothe

houseandIparkedandgotoutandmademyway

inside.ThedoorclosedassoonasIgotinandI

walkedinfurtherinside.Igotintheroomandit's

displayedthesamewayitwas6yearsago.Iwent

totheclosetandtookoneofherdressesandIheld

itinmyarmsandranmyfingersonit.Iwentto

takeherperfumeandsprayeditonthedressand

justhuggedit,Mademefeelclosertoher.Likeshe

isInfrontofmeandIamhuggingher.Iletgoofthe

dressandIwentoutoftheclosetandwenttositon

thebedandlookedatthebigpictureInfrontofme.

Me:"SthandwaSam(mylove)"

Ismiled.

Me:"Imissyoueveryday"



Ikeptquietforawhile.

Me:"Nkanyiso'steacherwastryingherluckonme

today"

IchuckledatthethoughtofHeralreadythreatening

theteacherordoingworse.

Me:"yourdaughterissomethingelse"

Ilookedatherpicture.

Me:"it'sbeen46yearsofourMarriageSthandwa

Sam."

Ibreathedout.

Me:"wehavecamealongway"

Istoodupandwenttostandinfrontofherpicture.

Me:"Iloveyousomuch"

MymindJogsbacktoherlastwords.

Ndalo**"(smiling)Ifeelsleepy,IwillseeyouwhenI

wakeupok?IloveyouNhlanhla"**

IlookedatherpicturebeforeIclosedmyeyesand

leanedagainstthewall.EvenafteryearsIstillwant



hernearme,Closetome.Talkingtomeand

askingustodolittlethingsthatturnmeintoa

romanticpersonbecauseIwanttomakeherfeel

happyandloved.Imisshercallingmeout

randomlyoutofnowhere.Imissmyotherhalf,I

missBuhlebendaloRhadebe.ImissmyWife......

.

.

.

Theend


