
Inmysister'sshoes

Introduction

MynameisMelokuhleGumede,Iam a24

yearoldmed-student,IliveinCapeTown

withmydad(yesIstilllivewithmydaddy).I

don'treallyhaveaninterestinglife,noreal

friendsIjustgotoworkandschoolthen

home.Iwasraisedbymyfatherbecause

ourmotherpassedawaywhilegivingbirth

tous(yesusIhaveatwinyou'llmeether

later)anywayourdadtriedhisbestraising

us,wedidn'tgrowuprichorpoorerbut

daddyalwaysgotuswhatwewantedthat's

yIwantedtobeadoctortohelphim out.



Hopeyouguyslikeit,plzlike

Busi.

[07/14,19:17]R:Into(part2)

*

*

*

MynameisMeluthandoGumedeIam 24(ja

blahblahblah,y'allalreadymetmytwinso

uknowmystory)anywayam abitdifferent

from mysisteram thewildtwin,whilemy

dearsisterwasalwayssooofocusedonher

books,IwasdatingAlec,ohthat

motherfuckerwasmyeverythinginhigh

schoolhewasinabandandIguessIliked

thatwildside,butidiotdumpedmewhenI

wouldn'tsleepwithhim yepthenspread



runmorsaboutmecallingmeawhoresoI

justwentwithit.MyfatherandIwould

oftengetinfightscauseIwasalways

actingcrazyandhewouldoftencompare

metomytwinohhowIhatedthatshit(I

lovemysisterthou)soenoughaboutthe

pastafterhighschoolIdidn'treallywantto

gotouniversityevenIgotdistinctions,nahI

alwayslikedcookingsoIwenttoculinary

schoolandbecameachef.Andnowam

currentlylivinginItalyworkingasachefat

asmallrestaurantitsnotmuchbutIlove

myjobeventhoumybosscanbeadick

sometimesIloveItalyIdon'tseemyself

goingbacktoSouthAfrica.

*

*

*



Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

Oham soexhaustedthehospitalwascrazy

today

Dad:moloMntanawam useem tired

Me:ohhydaddy,jamyfeetarekillingme

Dad:toobadmybabyBcozustillhaveto

cook

Me:yoootatakodwa

Dad:yoooNtonimelokuhle,I'llbeatumy

childsincewhendoutalkbackhee!?

Me:(softly)xolotata,I'llgetstarted



AfterdinnerIclearedthetableandstarted

washingthedishes

Dad:MeloMntanawan(shoutingfrom the

livingroom)

Me:(annoyed)tata?

Dad:yizaaphapolo

Ohgodwhatisitnow,can'tthisoldmansee

m tired.Don'tgetmewrongIlovemydad

buthecanbesostrictsometimes

especiallywithmeIwishIcouldbemelu

sometimesshelivesherlifeforherself.

Me:OKtatam coming

Isatdownonthecouchacrossmydadhe

lookedsostressed

Me:iseverythingOKdaddy?

Dad:ohmybabyIhavetotellusomething



Me:whatisthat?

Dad:babyuaregettingmarriedsoon

Me:(laughing)yesdaddyonedayIwill

Dad:nomeloImeanuaregettingmarried

soonlikereallysoonmychildeverything

hasbeenarranged

Me:WHATno

Dad:yesmeloitsfinaluaregettingmarried

nextweek

Busi.

[07/14,19:20]R:Insert1

Melo'sPOV

*



*

*

SothereIam sittingtherewonderingy

daddyisdoingthistome,ImeanIknowam

singlebutIdon'tneedmyfathersettingme

up.

Me:fineI'lldoit

Dad:that'smygirl,letmegoandcallyour

uncles.Goodnightnana

Me:nightdaddy

Ifinishedcleaningupandwenttomy

room,tookashowerandworemyPJsand

tuckedmyselfinmybed.Jeezwhatam I

goingtodo,ohhowIwishIcouldjustrun

away.SoIdecidedtocallmytwineventhou

Ialreadyknewwhatsheisgoingtosay.

*



*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Whatthefuckwho'scallingmethisearly

thismorning,soIjustansweredit.

Me:isthisafuckingjokewhatdouwant

thisearly.

Melo:ohwowIseeuhaven'tchangedabit.

Me:(laughing)ohmeloitsuwhatcanIdo

forutwin?

Melo:Ihavesomethingtotellu

Me:wellspititoutIhavetobeupinanhour

forwork



Melo:am gettingmarried

Me:WHAT!!!

Melo:yep

Me:broIdidn'tevenknowuwereseeing

someone

Melo:wellthat'sthethingm not

Me:waitwhat,nowuarejustconfusingme

whatdoumean?

Melo:wellucanaskurfather

Me:dad?...stopfuckingaroundwithmeu

didn'twakemeuptotalkincirclesdidu?

Melo:welldadfoundaguyforme

Me:(laughing)what,dad'found'uaguyhayi

stopplaying,thininhaaphakum doesdad

ownadatingagencyngoku?

Melo:m gladufindthisfunny



Me:xolobabeexplain

Melo:wellit'sanarrangedmarriage

Me:arrangedy?

Melo:nam andazi(Idon'tknow)

Me:hayikuhleuneedtostandupforurself

andsaynotodadforonce,thisiscraziness

Melo:don'tuthinkIknowthat,Ijustdon't

wannaupsetdad

Me:yoooOKsowhenisthisinsanity

happening?

Melo:nextweek

Me:What,ysosoon?

Melo:ThandoIknowasmuchasudo.Ijust

needutocomehome

Me:yoooOKbutIdon'teventhinkmyboss

willagree



Melo:(laughing)bossnhe,soulefthome

Bcozofdadbeingstrictonlytohave

anotherversionofdadinItaly

Me:mxxm fuckoffwifey(laughing)

Melo:mxxm goodnightcrazy

Me:umeanmorningidiot

Melo:jawhatever,loveuanywaycrazypop

Me:loveutoocrazypuff.

*

*

*

(Aweeklater)

Melo'sPOV

*

*



*

Soam reallygoingthroughwiththissham

ofawedding.Thelobolanegotiationsare

doneandthetraditionalweddingis

happeningtomorrowandmyfuturemystery

husbandandmytwinsisterhaven'tarrived

yet.OhgodIreallyneedmysisterIhope

shegetshereontime.

[07/14,19:20]R:Insert2

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

OhGodImissedmyflight,meloisgonna

killme.Ohwellshe'llbestrongitsnotmy

faultsheagreedtothismadnessbesides

mybosswassuchanassaboutmeleaving



,evensaidifIleaveImusttakeunpaid

leaverhayanyaRobertokodwabeki

mpumloapha.AnywayIfinallygottheflight

andImademywayinsidetheplaneonlyto

besquishednexttothiswomenandher

naughtychildren,andtheykeepjumpingon

theseatsyooothiswillbealongtrip.

Flightattendant:Sorrymissthisisnotyour

seat

IliterallyhoppedoutofmyseatbutIkept

mycomposure.

Me:ohreally?

Flightattendant:yesmam,letmeshowuto

urcorrectseat.

Me:OK

GodIcouldkissherrightnowsheliterally

savedmefrom hell.Anywaysheshowedme



tomyseatandleft,Iwonderwho'sgonnasit

nexttomenow.Thenoutofnowhere

appearsthishandsomecaramelskinned

tallman,urghe'sonthephoneandcarrying

alaptopbacksoIguesshe'llbeworking

thewholetime.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

HimynameisLwaziDlaminiandIam a29

yearoldPlayboy,Iworkinoneofmy

father'scompaniesasaCEOIalsohave



othernotsolegalbusinessesontheside.

AnywayIwaslivingmylifearoundthe

worldhavingfununtiltheoldmancalled

metalkingabouttheyfoundachickforme

tomarry.Ithoughttheoldmanhad

officiallylostituntilmymotheralsocalled

metellingmeIneedtocomehomeanddo

this.WellIam thelastbornoffourandboth

mybrothersandsisterarealreadymarried

andm theonlyonewho'sstillsingle.SoI

finallyagreedbecausedadthreatenedto

disownmeandtakeeverythingawayfrom

me,asifthiswasnotcrazyenoughhetold

meam gettingmarriednextweek.SoI

wokeupthismorningwiththeworst

hangoverandmyphoneringing.

Me:hello

Mom:nyelloareIfuckingserouslwazi



wherethefuckareyoutheweddingis

fuckingtomorrow.

Me:what,sindi(myassistant)didn'ttellme

anything

Mom:Idon'tfuckingcarewhatthatidiot

toldugeturbuttbackinSArightnow.

Me:geezOKstopyellingatme

Mom:whateverlwazijustgethereuare

embarrassingus

Me:OKma

SoIgotupandgotreadyasquickasI

couldandmademywaytotheairport,Italy

you'vebeenfun.SoIalmostmissedmy

flightbutImadeitjustintime.Istillhaveto

callSindiandtellhertocancelmymeetings

thisside.Ifinallysitdown,didn'tevenlook

atwhoam sittingnextto,am justclicking



awayatmylaptop.ThenIheartheperson

am sittingnexttomumbleundertheir

breathandsay'mxxm'.

Me:excusemeisthereaproblem?

AndbeforetheycananswerIlookatheroh

mygodshe'ssobeautiful,Iswearmyfuture

wifeyhereyooomhleugirlShem.

Her:nopeitsnothingitsjustlasttimeI

checkedmannerswereforfree.

Andshe'sfiestytoo,Ilikethisgirlalready.

Me:myapologiesmam.

Her:mam?..yooohowolddouthinkIam

sana.

Me:(laughing)justtryingtohavesome

mannersthatsall

Her:howaboutyoutellmeyournamesince



ufoundmesitting

Me:LwaziDlamini,andumadam?

Her:madam ngokuhayiIgiveup

Me:OKmylady

Her:doyoupickupwomenwiththoselines?

Me:ouch,didn'trealisemeaskingfora

nameisconsideredpickingsomeoneup

Her:naham justplayingwithyou

Me:Isee,butmyfeelingsarestillabithurt

youknow(holdingmychest).

Her:OKhowcanImakeitbetterke?

Me:youcouldbuymeadrink

Her:OKhandsomeadrinkitis

Me:ohsoyouthinkm handsome?

Her:mxxm whateverdouwantthedrinkor



not?

Me:Ido,Iactuallyneedit,Idon'tlikeflying

Her:reallymetoo

Me:seewealreadyhavesomethingin

common

Her:yepwehateflyingandwelikedrinking

Theairhostesscomesoverandhandsus

ourdrinksandleaves

Her:sowhatwereyoudoinginItaly?

Me:working,u?

Her:same

Me:ohwhyaregoingtoSA?

Her:familyemergency,u?

Me:same(whatIwasnotabouttotellthe

girlIlikedm gettingmarriedtoarandom

stranger)



Her:wearetooalikeformyliking

Me:isit?

Her:yeaitskindaannoying,maybeushould

justgobacktotyping

Me:notachance,I'veseensomethingIlike

andthere'snowayinhellm keepingmy

eyesofit

Her:heeeyouarealreadydrunknhebusy

seeingthings.

Me:(laughingmyassoff)drunkinlove

maybe

Her:thereugowiththecheesinessagain

Me:ouchnowam chessey?

Her:yep!

MygodIlovethisgirlIwishIcouldjusttalk

toherforever,manthissucksandam also



gettingmarriedkaneneGeezIhatemylife.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Sotherewewereforwhatseemstobea

lifetimechattingandlaughingourasses

off,Iswearotherpassengerswereso

annoyedcausewewerebeingsoloudwhile

mostofthem triedtosleep.

Pilot:ladiesandgentlemanI'dliketoinform

youwewillbearravingatourdestination

soonsopleasebuckleupandenjoytherest

ofyourflight.

Me:damnyouhearthat



Her:yep,seemslikeourlittleparadisewill

beendingsoon

Me:jaguessitsbacktoreality

Her:(heavysigh)janhe

Theninnotimewelandedandgotour

laugage.

Her:sothisisitnhe,ourgoodbye

Me:doesn'thavetoendthoughuknow

Her:comeonguywearecomplete

strangersthiswasjustapassingbreezewe

willmostlikelynevercrosspathsagain

Me:youareright,canIatleastgetyour

number?

Her:Ibelieveiftwosoulsarecreatedfor

oneanothernothingwillstandintheir

way,theywillalwaysfindoneanother.So



MrDlaminiifwearemeanttobeineach

othersliveswewill

Me:(laughing)thatsarealfuckedupwayof

turningabrotherdown

Her:(laughing)youaretoocute,lookIhave

togo.

ShereachedforahugandIdecidedtogo

forthekill,Ikissedherandshesurprisingly

responded.Andmanitwasmagical(what

stopjudgingme,Iknowam gettingmarried

inacoupleofhoursbutucan'tfighthow

youfeel,theresomethingaboutthis

girl).Shebrokethekissthenlookedatme.

Her:wow

Me:wowindeed

Her:goodbyeMrD

Me:MrDnow?



Her:(blushing)ja,easywayformeto

rememberyou.

Me:wellthere'snowaym forgetting

you,MrsD

Her:(giggles)whateverIgottago.

Likethatsheletgoofmyhandandstarted

walkingaway,ahugepartofmefelt

broken.ShitI'veneverfeltlikethisabout

anyoneandIdon'tevenknowhername,shit

Idon'tknowhername.

Me:(screaming)what'syourname?

Her:WHAT??

Me:YourNAME?

Her:Meluthando

Me:that'sabeautifulname

Her:goodbyeMrD



Me:goodbyeMrsD.

Mindyouwewerescreamingthewhole

timesoeveryoneattheairportwaslooking

atus,butIdidn'tcare.Ihavetofindthat

girl,mydearwifewillhavetounderstand.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Wowtalkaboutloveatfirstsite,onlyreason

Ididn'tgivehim mynumberisbecauseam

goingbacktoItalyinacoupleofdayssono

needtrynaworksomethingoutthatwas



probablynotgonnalastanyway,besidesam

probablynevergonnaseehim anyway.SoI

finallyarrivedathomeitwasstillearlybutit

wasalreadypackedoutsidewithneighbors

andauntspeelingveggies.Theyall

screamedwhentheysawmeandattacked

mewithhugs.Yoooyouknowhowold

peoplecanbetryingtokissyouinthe

mouthandstuff,anywayImanagedto

makemywayinsidethehousebumping

intomyfavauntieBusi,yooIattackedwith

thebiggesthugever,guysy'alldon'tknow

howmuchIlovethiswomenshewaslike

thethemotherIneverhad,especiallywhen

Ihadmylittlefightswithdadgrowingup.

Me:(withtearsinmyeyes)dabawo

AuntB:ThandoMntanawam,itsbeenyears

yoooI'vemissedyoumybaby



Me:I'vemissedutoodabs.

Thenoutofnowhereruiningthisspecial

moment.

Dad:Meluthando,youarelate

Me:wowfirstthingyou'vesaidtomein

yearsandyougowiththat,seenotmuch

haschanged

AuntB:awusemhleNana,Italymustbe

goodtoyou

Dad:gohelpyoursisterinthebedroom

Me:speakingofmysister,whatmadness

haveyouforcedhertodo?

Dad:(withastearntone)nottodayThando,I

don'thavetimeforyourdisrespect

Me:SiryesSir

Thenauntpinchedmyarm



Me:ouch

AuntB:stopitwena

Me:fine,letmegoseemybetterhalf.

Mademywaytoourbedroom,Ifoundher

sittingandfacingthewindow.

Me:wownotmuchhaschangedhere

Melo:Thando

Sheattackedmewithahugandstarted

sobbingsoIendedupcryingtoo.

Me:Godyou'vealwaysbeenababy

Melo:andyou'vealwayslikedplayingtough

Me:who'splayingIam toughcan'tyousee

theseguns?(flexing)

Melo:(laughing)gunsmybutt

Me:youareabutt(stickingmytongueout)



Melo:godIforgotabouthowchildishyou

canbe,Imissedyouchocpop

Me:missedyoutoochocpuff,sohoware

youfeeling?

Melo:readyIguess,am kindanumbtothis

wholesituation.

Me:damnthat'srough,doyouatleastknow

anythingaboutyourfuturehubby?

Melo:nope,onlyknowhe'sabigtimeCEO

Me:atleastyouwon'tbebrokesister

Melo:jabutwhatifhe'samonster?

Me:thesearethethingsyouaskbeforeyou

agreetomarryastranger

Melo:don'tstart

Me:(throwingmyhandsintheair)fine

Melo:anyway,Italy?



Me:whataboutit?

Melo:wellam Igoingtobeattendingyour

weddingsoon?

Me:ha!notanytimesoon,atleastnotwith

anyonefrom there

Melo:there?

Me:yep,butIdidmeetsomeoneintheplane

though

Melo:nhe!tellmemore

Me:itsprobablynothing

Melo:mxm dotellanyway

*

WhatwillhappenwhenMelurealisesher

sister'sfuturehubbyhappenstobe

Lwazi.Choiceswillbemadebutfatealways

hasafunnywayofworking.



[07/14,19:21]R:Insert4

Melo's

*

*

*

Melukeptontalkingforwhatseemstobe

forever,Iswearam sozonedoutIcan'thear

athing.OhgodthisisamistakeIcan'tdo

this,Ican'tmarryastranger,thisistoocrazy.

Melu:(snappingherfingers)helloooo,earth

tomelo

Me:what?

Melu:babeareyouOK?

Me:no,nom notokaythisiscrazyIcan't

marryastranger,Ican'tdothismeluIdon't

wantto.



Istartedcrying,andmybreathingchanged

andIfeltlikeam gonnafaint.

Melu:DAD,DAd!

Dadcameburstingintheroom withaunty

busi.

Dad:WHAT!?

Melu:doyouseewhatyouaredoingtoher

huh!?stopthismadnessDadshecan'tdo

this

Dad:ohstopbeingdramatic,she'sjust

havingapanicattackshe'llbefine,Busiget

hersomesugarwater

Melu:wowwhatkindofmonsterareyou

huh!?Areyouevenourrealfather?

Beforeshecouldevenfinishwhatshewas

saying,dadslappedtheshitoutofher



Melu:(holdinghercheek)andthereheisthe

realMilesGumede,whatyougonnadobeat

meupngoku?

Dad:MeluthandoIwillkillyouwithmybare

handsifyoukeeppushingme

Melu:goaheaddoit,killmealready,go

aheadbigguy.Maybethatwillmakeyou

feelbetter,we'vealwaysremindedyouof

herright,youblameusforherdeatharen't

you?Isthatwhyyouaresellingyourown

childlikeananimal?.

Icouldseethefuryindad'seyes,hewanted

tokillher.Hesteppedcloserreadyto

pounce,andMeludidn'tseem tocare,I

knowmysistershewasn'tgonnaback

down.

Me:STOP!



Istoodinfrontofmysister.

Me:I'lldoit,am finenowdaddyitwasjust

nervesbutam OKnow.

Hejustgaveusalookandwalkedout.

Melu:whydidyoudothat?

Me:areyoufuckingkiddingme!?Hewould

havekilledyou.

Melu:mxxm youshouldhavelethim killme

atleastyouwouldn'thavetodothis.

Me:areyoucrazyandlosemybestfriend,

never.

Melu:let'srunaway.

Me:(laughing)mxm stopbeingcrazy,and

besidesrememberthelasttimeweran

away?

Melu:comeonwewere16then,nowyou



cancomeandlivewithmeandcontinue

studyingthatside.

Me:noam notrunningaway,am doingthis

Melu:areyousure?

Me:yes

Melu:OKke,butrememberI'llalwayshave

yourback.

Me:Iknow,nowlet'sgetdressed,canyou

believemyfuturehubbyislate

Melu:soundslikeanass,Ihatehim already.

Me:ohpoorguyisscrewed

Webothlaughedandgotready,still

crackingjokes.Onlymysisterhasthis

effectonme,shemaybeabitimpulsivebut

shehasapureheart.

*



*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Finallyarrivedhome,needlesstosayno

onewashappywithme.Sojustmademy

waytomyroom andhittheshowers,man

can'tstopthinkingaboutThando.Ihaveto

findher,am gonnahavetotelldadabouther

am willingtomakehermysecondwife.

Mom:Lwazi!

Me:Mama,am takingashower.

Mom:showermyfootgetoutherenow.

GodIlovemymom butshecangetonmy



nervessometimes.SoIgotoutandwore

myunderwear

Mom:mybabycomehere(shehugged

me,mindyouam inmyunderwear).

Me:Mom

Mom:mxm tserk,you'llalwaysbemybaby

Me:ncoooowMommy

Mom:khawulezaWenzawehavetoget

going,itssorudetokeepyourbridewaiting.

Me:speakingofbrides,Imetagirl

Mom:that'sgreatcomeongetdressed.

Me:mom areyouevenlisteningtome?

Shejusthurriedoutsideandleftme.

Me:(sigh)thisissodepressing

Lwando(myeldestbrother):talkingto

yourselfnowIsee.



Me:bigbro

Lwando:Ican'tbelievemybabybrois

gettingmarried.

Me:comeonnowam notababy

anymore,whereisSthembiso(myother

brother)andunolwazi(mysister)?

Lwando:theyaredownstairsgetting

ready,whichremindsmelet'sgetgoing.

Me:am rightbehindyou.

SoIgotdressedandmademyway

downstairs,everyonewasthere,wedroveto

mybrideshomeguessam fetchingmywife.

Ijustwantthisdaytoendalready.

*

*

*



Narrated

*

*

*

Lwazi'sfamilyarrivedattheGumede

residence,thegatewasclosedsotheyhad

tonegotiateatthegateagain.Lwaziwasso

annoyedwiththewholeprocess,everything

seemedtobegoingfastforward.

MeanwhileMelorealisedsheforgother

mom'snecklace.

Melo:meluIforgotmom'snecklace

Melu:sooo?

Melo:soIcan'tgetmarriedwithoutit,Ineed

it.

Melu:finedon'tpanicam gonnagoandget



it.

Melo:OKthankyou

AuntB:comeonMeloyourgrom iswaiting

foryou.

Melo:butmelu

AuntB:nolet'sgo.

Somelowenttogreetherhusbandandher

in-laws.Thewholetimeshewaslooking

down,shefinallyreachedhergroom still

lookingdown.

Melo:hy

Theireyesmetforthefirsttime.

Lwazi:youagain

Melo:meagain?

Lwazi:itsmemeludon'tyourememberme?

Justthenmelucameoutofnowhere



holdingthenecklace,whenshesawLwazi

holdinghersister'shandsshedroppedthe

necklace.Lwazilookedatherthenmelo.

Lwazi:whatthehell?

[07/14,19:21]R:Insert5

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Whatthehell,aremyeyesdeceivingmeor

isthatuLwazi.OKIcan'tletMeloknowthat

Iknowhim orelseitwouldhurther,mytwin

isverysensitive.SoIputonmy'biggirl

panties'andIpickedupthenecklaceand

gaveittoMelo.

Me:hereyougosis



Melo:areyouOKbabe?Youlooklikeyou've

seenaghost.

Me:nosweetieam fine,am justwondering

whythatwitchSisMarvisishere.

Melo:ohmxm youknowhershejustinvites

herselfeverywhere.

Me:janhe,thismustbeyourbrandnew

husband,hellonicetomeetyouMr?

Lwazi:(stilllookingconfused)MrDlamini

Me:nicetomeetyoubro-inlawIam

Meluthando,anywayletmeleaveyou

newlywedsIgottagopee

Melo:ohok,wantmetocomewithyou?

Me:No,staygettoknowyourhusband.

Melo:OK,areyousureyouareOK?

Me:yep.



WiththatIquicklymademywaytothe

bathroom.OhmyGodIcan'tbelievethisis

happeningrightnow,outofnowhereIfound

myselfcrying,fuckwhyam IevencryingI

don'tevenknowtheguy.Ilookedatmyself

inthemirror

Me:OKgirlgetittogether,heismarrying

yoursister,andyouareveryhappyforher

besidesitwasnothingbutakiss.Nowget

backoutthereandbehappy.

Myphonestartedringinginterruptingme,I

lookedatit.

Me:ohgoditsRoberto(myboss)what'sup

bossman?

Boss:areyoufuckingcrazywhereareyou?

Me:SA,Itoldyoumysisterisgetting

married



Boss:andIthoughtItoldyouNO,nowget

yourassbackhereprontooryouare

FIRED!(dropscall)

Me:dick.

IhavetofindMeloandtellherm leaving.

*

*

*

Lwazi:sPOV

*

*

*

Am stillshockedtomycorebutIhadto

pretendlikeam cool.Asthedaywasending

InoticedthatMeluhadn'tcamebackfrom

thebathroom.Soam sittingherenexttomy



brideandwearenoteventalking,itsso

awkward,GodIjustwanttocheckon

Thandorightnow.

Me:uhm heyIgottamakeaphonecall,I'llbe

back

Melo:ohOK

Igotupandmademywaytothehouse.I

bumpedintoThando.

Thando:ouch,watchwereyou'regoing

Me:hey,canwetalk?

Thando:aboutwhatexactly?

Me:us

Thando:areyoucrazy?

ShetriedtowalkawaybutIgrabbedher

arm andIdraggedhertooneoftherooms.

Thando:whatthefuckiswrongwithyouare



youcrazy?..letmego

Ilethergobutblockedherway.

Thando:movethefuckoutofmywayidiot

Me:don'tcallmeanidiot

Thando:OKbrotherinlaw,move

Me:don'tcallthateither

Thando:whynotitsthetruthmos

Me:Iobviouslydidn'tknowIwasmarrying

yoursister

Thando:itdoesn'tmatteryouknewyou

weregettingmarriedbutyoudidn'thavean

issueflirtingwithastranger,andwhydid

youevenkissmehuh!?

ShewasblabbingonandonIswearIwas

notlisteningIjustwantedtokissher,soI

did.Shemovedawaythenshepunchedmy



nose.

Me:Fuck,whywouldyoudothat?Ithinkyou

brokemynose

Thando:good,ifyoueverdothatagainI'll

breaksomethingelse,nowthat'smysister

outthereyouwillnotdisrespectherlike

thateveragainLwazi.Sheisamazingand

youdon'tdeserveherbutyouhaveher

anywaysotreatherlikeaQueenthatsheis

andgetyourselftogether.

Withthatsheswayedherhipsandleftme

standingtherewithmybleedingnose.Funny

enoughthatturnedmeon,GodIloveher.But

shedoeshaveapointIcan'tdoanything

aboutitbecauseIam marriedtohertwin.

SoItookatowelandIcleandmyselfupand

wentbackoutside.OutsideIfoundmynew

wifeandhertwintalking,Iwonder.



Melo:ohmyGodwhat'swrongwithyour

nose?

Me:Iranintoaverynaughtywall.

Melujustrolledhereyesandmumbled

'maybeyoushouldstopprovokingthewalls

nawe'

Melo:Huh?

Melu:nothing,lookIgottago.

Melo:notnowatleastwaituntiltomorrow

Melu:OK

Meloturnedherattentionbacktome.

Melo:comeletmegetmyfirstaidkitandfix

youup

Me:am fine

Melo:nonsenseitcouldbebroken,comeon.

Shedraggedmeinsidethehouse,thenmy



mom cameoutofnowhere

Mom:utheni?

Me:am fine

Melo:noyouarenot,itcouldbebrokenma

Mom:ohmybaby

OhGodhelpme,kindafeelslikeImarried

mymom.

*

Pleasedon'tforgettolike,commentand

share.Goodnightbeautifulpeople

[07/14,19:21]R:Instert6

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*



AftercleaningupLwazi,wewentback

outsidetoenjoythefestivities,byweI

meanme,Lwaziissodisconnectedfrom

mehecan'tevenhidehisunhappiness.The

wholetimehewasbusyonhisphone,screw

him whyisheactinglikethisisonly

happeningtohim,am unhappytoobutat

leastam pretending.

Afterawhilemyauntstoldmeitwastime

tochange,sowewenttothebedroom and

changedwhileadvisingme,whileallofthat

washappeningIalsonoticedhowunhappy

mysisterwas.Somethingismostcertainly

goingonbetweenherandLwazi,don'tthink

Iboughtthewholewallsituation,Iknow

shepunchedhim Ijustwonderwhy.

AuntB:itstimemybaby,areyouready?

Me:ewedabawo



AuntB:ungasiphoxiZintle(mynewname).

Me:Iwon'tdissapointyouguysIpromise.

Withthattheweddingcontinued,and

finishedupattheDlaminiresidence,and

whatahousesanaitlookedlikea

hotel.Finallyitwasalloverandpeople

startedleaving,itkindamademeabitsad.

Melu:heyIhavetogetgoingnow

Me:already?

Melu:girlitsoneo'clockinthemorningandI

haveatenpm flight,Ineedmysleep.

Me:OK,heywhydon'tyoujustsleephere

tonight?

Melu:nowyoujustbeingcrazy,wherehave

youseenthatdone?

Me:(sigh)you'reright.



Thenoutofnowheremymotherinlaw

appeared,Iswearthiswomenisamagician.

Her:heydarlingswhatyoutalkingabout?

Melu:ohIwasjustsayinggoodbyetothis

one,lookMelzIloveyouOKbutIhavetogo

now.

Me:wherewillyoustay?

Melu:hotel

MIL(motherinlaw):thislate?

Melu:jaI'llbefine

MIL:nonsenseDarlingyouwillstayhere

tonightandthat'sfinal.

Me:Iagree.

Melu:(annoyedAF)finebutfirstthinginthe

morningam leaving.

MIL:great,letmeshowtoyourbedroom



then,goodnightMakoti.

Me:goodnightma,nightmelu

Melu:ja

Itfeltsoemptynow,can'tbelieveDaddidn't

saygoodbye,ohwellguesshe'sstill

mad.Anywayoneofthehelpersshowedme

toLwazi'sroom,speakingofmyhusband

heseemedtohavedisappearedonme,urg

thiswillbeaverylongnight.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*



AsifIhadn'thadenoughdramafortheday,

Sindi(myassistantandsometimesFbuddy)

cametotheweddinguninvited.Nowshe's

busyblowingupmyphonewithdumb

texts,soIfinallydecidedtocallher.

Sindi:(sobbing)Howcouldyoudothisto

meLwazi!?...huhaftermymiscarriagehow

couldyoumarryanothergirl?Andyou

didn'tevenhavethedecencytoinviteme,I

hadtohearfrom Stevethatyouwere

gettingmarriedfuckingSteveLwazithat

fuckingidiotdoyouknowhow

embarrassingthatwashuh?

Me:firstofallItoldyoutoneverbringup

themiscarriageeveragain,secondlyyou

andIwereneveracoupleandwewillnever

beandfinallySindiyouwillneverpullthe

stuntyoupulledtoday.NowwhenIcometo



workonMondayyoubetteractnormaland

growuporI'llhandleyou

Sindi:but

Me:butnothingSindi,nowifyouknow

what'sgoodforyou,youwon'tcallmeagain.

WiththatIdroppedthecallandwenttothe

kitchenandmademyselfadrinkIneed

it.Melucamedownstairswearingverysexy

PJs(wellletmeexplain,eventhouMeluand

Meloaretwinstherearealittledifferences,

forinstanceMeluhasablackdotonher

noseandshehasshorterhairandits

red,andMelohaslongdarkhair).Backto

reality,sheturnedbackwhenshesawme.

Me:youdon'thavetoleaveI'llgo

Melu:noitsyourhome,Ijustwantedaglass

ofwater.



Me:thencomeandgetitIwon'tbite(I

wantedtothough).

Melu:Ineverknowwithyou

Me:don'tworryyoucantrustme.

Shepassedmeandwenttothefridgeand

gotabottleofwater.

Me:sooothoseshorts.

Melu:whataboutthem?

Me:welltheyarereallyshorthey.

Melu:mxxxm Iknow,Iwassupposetostay

atahotel

Me:ohIsee

Melu:jaletmegoandsleep

Me:goodnightThando

Melu:itsmorningidiot.



Withthatshemadeherwayupstairs.Damn

she'shot,Imademywaytomyroom onlyto

findmynewwifesleeping(thankGod).SoI

wenttothebathroom andpeed,Iwashed

myhandsthenwenttobedonlytorealise

my'wife'sleepingonmysideofthebed.

Me:Zintlewakeup.Sheignoredshejust

turnedherheadtheotherway,soIjust

pushedherandshefellonthefloor.

Zintle:Whatthe!?

IjustignoredherandIsleptlikeababy.

*

Doyouseethismarriagesurviving?....don't

forgettolike,commentandshare.

[07/14,19:21]R:Insert7

(Zintle)Melo'sPOV



*

*

*

Iwokeuponthefloor,whatthefuckhe

pushedme.Imeanwhodoesthat,whata

brat.AnywayIjustclimbedbackonthebed

andtriedtosleepuntilIdid.UntilIwas

wokenupbythelightfrom thewindow.

Me:no,pleaseclosethecurtain

Lwazi:Youneedtogetup,weneedtogoto

courtandgetourmarriagelicense.

Me:butitsSunday

Lwazi:IknowthatIhaveafriendwho'sa

judge,lookIdon'twanttobelatesoplease

getready.

Hewalkedout,mxm atleasthesaid



please.SoIdraggedmyselftothebathroom

andtookaquickshower,thenworealong

navydresshuggingmybodyandadoek.I

thenmademywaydownstairsandfound

everyonealreadysittingatthetableand

eating.Fuckthisisbad,myfirstdayasa

brideandmyinlawsgotupbeforeme.

Me:(lookingdown)goodmorningeveryone,

am sosorryforwakinguplateandnot

makingbreakfast

MIL:ohitsfinesweetiewehavehelpers

FIN(fatherinlaw):weunderstand,myson

musthavekeptyoubusyallnight,youmust

betired.

Lwazichockedonhiscoffeeandeveryone

gasped.Hiswifehithishand.

FIN:What!...theyaremarriedsotheymust



notfeelashamedabouthavingsex,wewant

grandchildrensoon.

MIL:Tatastop

FIN:why,itstrue.Youaregoingtogiveus

grandchildrensoonrightmyson.

Lwazi:ewetata(yesdad).

AfterbreakfastMelucamedownstairswith

herbag.

MIL:youalreadyleavingmygirl?

Melu:yesma,thankyouforlettingmesleep

over.

MIL:don'tmentionitsweetheart.

Me:heywecangiveyoualift

Melu:noIdon'twanttofurtherintrude

Me:comeonyourflightisat10pm right?

Melu:yes



Me:greatsoyoucancomewithusto

court,youcanbeourwitness

Melu:uhm Idon'tthinkIcan

Me:nonsense,wedon'thaveawitnessdo

weLwazi?

Lwazi:uhm notreally

Me:greatletsgo.

IdraggedMelutothecarandLwazi

followed.Ican'tbelieveam gonnabethis

asshole'slegalwifebutatleastmysisteris

here.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*



*

*

Talkaboutawkwardthewholecarrideto

thecourtwassuperquiet.Ikeptlookat

Meluinthemirror,ifonlyIwasmarrying

her.Wearrivedatthecourtandmadeour

waytothejudgesofficeandsignedthe

papers,onourwayoutmywifehadanther

greatidea.

Wife:heyletsgoandhavesomelunch

beforeyouleaveMelu.

Melu:Idon'tthinkIcandothatbabeIreally

havetobeattheairport.

Wife:nonsense,comeonlwazitellherto

stay.

Me:uhm jasure,havelunchwithus.

Idon'tthinkZintlerealiseswhatshe's



doing,spendingmoretimewithMelu

withouttouchingherisdrivingmecrazy.

Melu:urgfinebutthat'sit,drivemetothe

airportafter.

Thewholelunchthegirlswerebusytalking

andignoringmecompletely.Ikepton

stealinglooks,andMeluwouldtoo.Inthe

middleoflunchZintleansweredherphone

Zintle:whatbutitsSunday.OKfineam on

myway.

Melu:what'sgoingon?

Wife:uhm theyneedmeatthehospital,

theyareshortstaffedsoIhavetogo.

Me:oklet'sgo

Wife:uhm noneedIalreadygotanuber,just

driveMelutotheairport.



Me:ok

Wife:thankyouforcomingIknowyourboss

canbeanass.

Melu:don'tmentionitI'lldoanythingforyou.

Wife:(sobbing)Iloveyouchocolatepuff.

Melu:(sobbing)Iloveyoumorechocolate

pop.

Wifegotupandleft.Ijustsattherein

silencewithMelu.

Melu:Igottagonowsoareyougonnadrive

menoworshouldIgetanuber?

Me:noI'lldrive

Melu:great

Withthatsheleft,solpayedthebilland

followedher.IgotinInoticedshewas

sittingIthebackseat.



Me:andthen,whyareyousittingattheback?

Melu;Iwassittingherebeforesowhat'sthe

problem?

Me:youarebeingdramatic

Melu:justdrivebro.

Godshe'ssostubborn,I'venevermetagirl

thisdifficult.

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

CallmechildishbutIcan'tsitnexttohim.

WhetherIliketoaddimitornotIlikeLwazi

andithurtmehavingtowatchthem get



married.Anywaywearrivedattheairport.

Lwazi:letmehelpyou.

Me:noneeditsonlyonebag.

Lwazi:canyoustopbeingstubbornforone

secondMeluthandoandletmehelpyou.

Me:finegeezdon'tpopavein.

Itwastimeformetoboardtheplane.

Me:takecareofmysisterLwazi,justgive

yourmarriageachance.

Withoutwarninghesmashedhislipsonme

andbeforeIcouldpushhim hehuggedso

tightlyandwhispered.

Lwazi:Idon'twanttoletyougoThando,

loveyou.

Me:pleasedon'tmakethisdifficult.

Heletmegoandlookedatmethenhe



kissedmyforeheadandwalkedaway.I

couldfeelmyheartbreakalittlebutIhave

togetoverit,formysister'ssake.Butwhyis

itsohard,Ifelthotliquiddownmyface,urg

thesetearsagain.Iboardedtheplaneand

mademywaytomyseatontofindmyself

sittingnexttothiswomanandhersmall

baby,andthatbabywascrying,ohGodthis

willbealongflight.GoodbyeSA,Goodbye

lwazi.

[07/14,19:22]R:Insert8

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Ican'tbelieveam feelingthisway,am

actuallyheartbroken.Nogirlhasevermade



mefeelthiswaybefore,Ibreakgirl'shearts

nottheotherwayaround.Herwords

echoedinmyhead'giveyourmarriagea

chance',Ihavebeenabitunfairtomywife,I

meanshedidn'taskforthis.ButIcan'tstop

thinkingaboutMelu.Ineedadrink,Iarrived

homeandfoundmom anddadkissingon

thecouch.

Me:youknowthereabedforthat.

Dad:thisisourhouse,youhaveyourown

house.Whenareyoumovingoutanyway?

Me:damnyoutrynagetridofmealready?

Mom:nobabyyourdadisjustbeingsilly.

Dad:Iam seriousboy,youareamarriedman

nowyouneedtostartwithyourownfamily.

Mom:speakingofwhichwhere'szintle?

Me:she'satwork



Dad:onaSunday?

Me:YeslookIdon'tknowwhy.

Dad:don'tusethattonewithmeboy,she'sa

newbribesheshouldbeathometaking

careofyourneeds.

Me:OhmyGodfatheritsnotthe80's

womenhavecareersandshe'snotmy

possession.

Dad:Lookhereyou,wepaidalotofmy

moneyforthatgirl.

Me:that'snotmyproblem Ididn'taskyouto.

Dad:Lwaziyouwillnotdisrespectme

(chargingatme).

Mom:STOPitZweli(mydad)youtoo

Lwazi,gotoyourroom Lwazi.

Me:am notfivemotheryoucan'tsendmeto



myroom.

Dad:thenactyourage.

Me:whateveram goingtomyhouse.

WiththatIwentupstairsandpackedabag

andwentbackdownstairs.

Me:Iloveyoumom(Ikissedher).

Mom:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Igotinmycaranddrovetomyhouse.Itook

ashowerthenheadedtothekitchenItook

abottleofwhiskyandafewpainkillers.I

gotinbedandswitchedontheTVand

drankuntilIblackedout.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV



*

*

*

Thatwasexhausting,bythetimeIgothome

itwasalreadydark.Igotinandfoundmy

fatherinlawsittinganddrinking.

Me:(lookingdown)goodevening.

FIN:hellomygirl

Me:where'severyone?

FIN:yourmotherinlawissleeping,andas

foryourhusbandwellhe'sgone.

Me:gone?

FIN:yeshewenttoyourhouse.

Me:ohhedidn'ttellme

FIN:wellyoustillhavetofollowhim.



Me:ohOKam gonnagopack

FIN:ohandZintle

Me:YesSir.

FIN:aboutyourjob

Me:whataboutit.

FIN:Youhavetoquit,youaresomeone's

wifenowyourprioritieshavetochange.

Me:ohyesSir

FIN:goodgirlnowgopackthedriverwill

takeyoutoyourhouse.

Me:yesSir.

Iwentupstairsandgotmyclothesandby

thetimeIwentbackdownstairsmyfather

inlawwasgone.Ican'tbelievethisitsnot

badenoughhe'sajerktomeinprivatehe

hastohumiliateinfrontofhisfamily,heleft



mewithouttellingme.AndnowIhaveto

quitmyjob,thissucks.Thedriverparkedin

frontofthishugebeautifulhouse,even

thoughitwasdark.Thedriverhelpedwith

mybags,itwassodarkandabitdirty,soI

cleanedupdownstairsandmademyway

upstairs,Ikeptlookingineveryroom trying

tofind'ourbedroom',Ifinallystumbledinto

thishugeonetheTVwassoloud.Ifound

mydearhusbandpassedoutsoIwentin

thebathroom andtookashowerand

climbedinbedandswitchedofftheTV.AsI

wastryingtosleep,Lwaziturnedaround

andwrappedhisarmsaroundmeand

mumbled.

Lwazi:IloooveyoumeluIreallydo.

Me:whatdidyousay?

Hejustsnoredandheldmetighter.Whatthe



fuckisgoingonhere.

[07/14,19:22]R:AnotheronejustcauseI

loveyouguys.

*

*

*

Insert9

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwokeupwiththeworstheadacheeverand

Zintleisnexttome,wonderwhenshecame

here.AnywayIwokeuptookashowergot

dressedandmademywaytothekitchen.I

decidedtomakemywifebreakfastsinceI



noticedshecleanedup.JustasIwas

makingsomeeggsshemadeherway

downstairswearingarobe.

Her:goodmorning

Me:ohmorning,sitImadeyoubreakfast

Her:ohreally,thatissurprising

Me:whyisthat?

Her:wellyouhaven'tbeenexactlyniceto

mesothisiskindofstrange

Me:youknowwhatforgetit,I'lljusttrowthe

eggsaway

Her:noam sorryIdidn'tmeantoupsetyou

Me:youarenotupsettingme

Her:am sorry

Me:stopapologising

Her:am sorry,Imeanthankyouforthe



breakfast

Me:wouldyoulikesomecoffee?

Her:yesplease.

Igaveittoher,shestartedeatinglikecrazy

butInoticedshewasn'tdrinkingthecoffee.

Me:younotdrinkingyourcoffee

Her:oham sorry,I'lldrinkit

Me:Ididn'tsaythat,youdon'tlikecoffeedo

you?

Her:(lookingdown)uhm nonotreally

Me:thenwhydidn'tyoujustsayso?

Her:Ididn'twanttoberude

Me:youshouldspeakupmoreoften,anyway

whatdoyoulike?

Her:greentea



Me:ohOKI'llmakeitforyouthen

Her:thankyou

Me:(handingherthetea)uhm aren'tyou

goingtowork?

Her:wellyourfathersaidIshouldquitsoI

cantakecareofyou.

Me:hedidwhat?

Her:hetoldmeIshouldquitmyjob

Me:youwilldonosuchthing

Her:butIdon'twanttobedisrespectful

Me:who'swifeareyou?

Her:yours

Me:OK,letmeaskyou,doyouwanttoquit

yourjob?

Her:noIlovebeingadoctor(herfacelitup)

itsexcitingandscaryatthesametime.



Me:wellmydearwifethere'syouranswer

rightthere,lookZintleIknowthisisstrange

wedon'tknoweachotherbutinorderfor

thismarriagetoworkoutyouhavetospeak

upmore,communicationisveryimportant

tome.

Her:OKIthinkIunderstand

Me:good,andrememberyouarenot

marriedtomyparentssodon'tletthem

bullyyou.

WiththatsaidIleftforwork,Meluwasright

Ineedtogivethismarriageafighting

chance.Ijustcan'tbelievehowpeoplethat

looksosimilarcanhavetwoverydifferent

personalities.IarrivedatworkandSindi

wasnotatherdesk,Iguessshe'sstillupset

aboutSaturday.SoIjustgotinmyoffice

andstartedworking,afterawhilemydoor



swungopenandSindiwalkedinwearinga

longcoatandsheclosedthedoor.

Me:whatdoyouwantSindiswa?

Sindi:You.

Shetookoffthecoatandshewas

completelynaked.

Me:whatthefucksindi,getdressed

Sindi:why,don'tyouwantmeanymore?

Me:am marriedsindi.

Sindi:ohpleaseIknowitsarranged,you

don'tlovethatbitch.

Me:(bangingmyfistonthetable)that's

enough,youwillneverdisrespectmywife

likethateveragaindoyouhearme?

Sindi:yes

Me:DoyoufuckinghearmeSindiswa?



Sindi:ohmyGodyes.

Me:goodnowgetdressedandgetthefuck

outofmyofficeyouareembarrassing

yourself.

Shegotdressedandleft,waitdidIjust

defendZintlerightnow,thatwasstrange.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

Sothatwasweird,itfeelslikeLwaziwoke

upadifferentperson.Iwantedtoaskhim

aboutwhathesaidlastnightbutam abit



scaredofuLwazi.AfterhavingbreakfastI

wentupstairsandcleanedup,thentooka

shower.AfterIdecidedtocallmyboss

Laura.

Me:heylaura

Laura:Gumedehowareyou?

Me:itsDlamininowremember?

Laura:ohyesyougotmarried,whatcanIdo

foryoumyDarling?

Me:uhm wellit'sjustI'vebeenthinking.

Laura:ohGoddon'ttellmeyou're

quitting,causeyouareagreatstudentandI

knowyou'llbeagreatdoctorsoon.

Me:am notexactlyquitting,Ijustwantto

cutbackthehours.

Laura:ohthat'sdoable



Me:thankyoubutIstillwanttotakeaweek

offsoIcanfocusonmymarriage.

Laura:Iunderstand,I'lltalktohuman

resourcesthen.

Me:thankyouLaura.

Ihangedupandwentdownstairsand

cleanedup,tonightam gonnacookdinner

formyhusband,butIjustcan'tcookthat

wellnotlikemysisteranywaysoIdecided

tocallher.

Her:hello

Me:heysis,areyougood?

Her:am trying,Robertoisworkingmyass

off,buthowareyou?

Me:itsabitbetter,betweenmyselfand

LwazianywaysoIwannacookdinnerfor

him,canyouhelpme?



Her:ohOK

Me:thankyousis.

ShestayedonthephonethewholetimeI

wascooking,teachingme.IjusthopeLwazi

likeshisdinner.

[07/14,19:22]R:Insert10

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

I'vebeenbackforadaybutI'vebeen

working,anywayMelocallingmeaskingfor

helpwithcookingwasOKbutthenshekept

ontalkingaboutLwazi,Iknowhe'sher

husbandbutthisisabitpainful.

Me:lookbabeam abitbusyjusttakeout



thelambinanhour.

Melo:ohOK,heyshouldIwearsomething

sexy?

Me:Idon'tknowMelolikeIsaidam abit

busysoIgottago.

Melo:I'lljustsendyousomepicsofthe

outfits

Me:OKMelobye.

Idroppedthecall,urgIneedadrink,soI

calledmyfriendAnita(sheworkswith

me,she'salsofrom SA).

Anita:heybabe

Me:hygirl,Ineedadrink

Anita:saynomoream onmywayfriend.

Shearrivedwithinanhourwithpizzaand

wine.Itoldhereverything.



Anita:wowgirlthat'sroughhey.

Me:jaandeverytimeshetalksabouthim it

kindafeelslikeshe'srubbingitin,ImeanI

knowitsherhusbandbutitstillhurts.

Anita:yooomyfriendsowhatareyougonna

do?

Me:nothingimeanshe'smysisterI

shouldn'tevenbefeelingthiswayabouther

husband.

Anita:butfriendyoudidn'tknow

Me:wellIdoknow,IwishIcanjustmoveon.

MyphonebeepeditwasMelosendingme

pics,shethencalled.

Melo:sooooowhichone?

Me:theredone

Melo:that'sabittoosexydon'tyouthink?



Me:(rollingmyeyes)thenweartheother

one.

Melo:nothat'stooboring.

Me:ThenIdon'tknowMelo,causeIgaveyou

myoption.

Melo:you'rerightam goingwiththeredone.

Me:great

Melo:OKI'lltellyouhowitgoesbye

Me:bye.

Ifeltlikecrying

Anita:nobabepleasedon'tcry

Me;am notitsjustpainful,nowam

imaginingthem havingsex.

Anita:nogirllet'sdrinkup,enoughwiththe

sadness

Me:you'reright,let'sdrink.



*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

Afteralongdayofworkinganddealingwith

sindi'snonsense,it'stimetogohome.Just

thenSteve(myfriend)walkedin.

Steve:heybossman,let'sgoforadrink

Me:naham good,amagohome

Steve:ohgoinghometothewifeIsee.

Me:somethinglikethat.

Steve:OKthenhitthatgood.

Me:voetsekSteve,goaway.



Steve:OKbossseeyoutomorrow,Ihope

youdon'tcometoworkwalkingdifferent.

Itrewastaplerathim,andheranout.Idrove

home,Igotinanditwassonice,therewere

rosepedalseverywhere.ThenZintlecame

downwearingabeautifulshortreddress.

Melo:ohyou'rehomealready,comesitI

cooked

Me:ohIseeit'ssonice

Her:thankyou.

Wesatdowneatingoveralight

conversation.

Me:thisissodelious(sippingmywine)

Her:ohMeluhelpedme.

Me:(Ichocked)Melu?

Her:yesIcan'tcooklikeshedoessoIhad



tocallher.

Me:oh

Her:iseverythingOK?

Me:yesIjusthadalongdayatwork,soam

gonnatakeashower,thankyoufordinner.

Her:pleasure,am gonnawashthedishes

Me:OK.

Iwentupstairsandtookashower,whydid

shehavetomentionMelu'snamecause

nowsheallIcanthinkabout.Itucked

myselfinbed,whiletryingtosleepZintle

walkedoutofthebathroom wearingvery

sexylingerie.

Melo:ohhey,youstillawake?

Me:uhm ja

Shewalkedoverandstartedkissingme,in



thatmomentIjustthoughtofmykisswith

Melu.

Me:uhm goodnight.

Melo:ohgoodnight.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

Whatthehelliswrongwiththisman,Ijust

didallofthatfornothing.Ifeltso

embarrassed,Ijustgotinbedandtriedto

sleep,butthenIstartedcrying.

Lwazi:what'swrongnow?



Me:whatisit,am Inotbeautifulenoughfor

you?

Him:nononoyouareverybeautiful

Me:thenwhatisit,doyouhaveagirlfriend.

Him:uhm nonotreally,am justnotreadyto

gotherewithyouyet.

Me:ohOK

HehuggedmeuntilIfellasleep.

[07/14,19:22]R:Insert11
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*

*

*

IwokeupwithZintleinmyarms,Ifeelso

badaboutmakinghercry,Idon'twannahurt

herbutEishthisisamess.AnywayIgotup



andtookashowerworemysuitandwalked

backintothebedroom,Zintlewasstill

sleepingsopeacefully.

Me:Idon'twanttohurtyouzintlebutI

Her:(rubbinghereyes)what?

Me:ohhey,am goingtoworksoIwon'tbe

abletohavebreakfast

Her:OK

Me:jaImightbeabitlateaswellIhavea

lotofworktodo.

Her:isthisaboutlastnight?

Me:don'tbesilly,I'llseeyoulatergoodbye.

Iquicklyleftforwork,Iwasinnomoodfor

arguments.Igotinandstartedworkinglike

crazy,andStevedisturbedme.

Steve:you'reearly.



Me:whatdoyouwantSteve?

Him:OKchilloutIwasjustsaying.

Me:sorrymanIjusthavealotonmymind.

Him:Icantell,whatisit,istheMrsalready

stressingyou?

Me:sortof(Itoldhim everything)

Him:wowthat'sdeep,butam failingtoseea

problem here.

Me:whatareyoucrazy,wereyoueven

listening?

Him:jabro,justhavethem both

Me:mxm Ican'tdothatyouidiotthey're

sisters,besidesMeluwouldnevergofor

thatshe'stoostubborn.

Him:wellletmehaveherthenproblem

solved



Me:fuckoffbesidesshewouldchewyour

headoff.

Steve:mytype

Me:hayigoodluckmyman.

Sindicameinwithtwocoffeesanddropped

them inmytable.

Sindi:anythingelseMrDlamini?

Me:no

Shegotoutandslammedthedoor.

Steve:andthenwhat'swithdoggiedidshe

forgetherfleashots.

Me:(laughing)don'tevengetmestarted

withthatone.

*

*

Melo'sPOV



*

*

Itsbeenacoupleofweeksandthings

betweenmyselfandLwazihavebeenabit

off,heavoidsme,hejustcomeshomefrom

workandsleepsthengoestowork

early.Am backatworkfulltimesoatleastI

don'thavetolookatthesewalls.Mymother

inlawcalledmelastnightinvitingusfor

dinner.Icalledmydearhusband.

Lwazi:heyam alittlebusyZintlewhat's

wrong?

Me:(sigh)yourmothercalled,wearejoining

them fordinnertonight.

Lwazi:butam busy

Me:andam exhaustedbutam going,I'llsee

youthere.



Idroppedthecallandtookanubertomyin

lawshouse.Ifoundthem sittinginthe

lounge.

Me:molweni(hello).

Them:Zintle!

MIL:howareyoumysweetie?

Me:am finemayou?

MIL:wearefine,haibouphiulwazi(where's

Lwazi)?

Me:he'sstillatworkbuthesaidhewould

meetmehere.

MIL:ohOK,comehelpmesetupthetable.

AfterthatwesatdownandLwaziwalkedin.

Lwazi:helloeveryone

MIL:mybabyitsbeenawhile,howareyou?

Lwazi:am finemama,tata



FIL:Lwazi

MIL:ohmyGodyoumustbehungry.

Wecontinuedeatingoveralight

conversationeventhoughitwasabittense

betweenLwaziandhisfather.

FIN:LwaziIneedyoutogobacktoItalyfor

aweek.

Lwazi:why?

FIN:youneedtostrengthenourrelationship

withourcontactsoverthatside.

MIL:Zintlecomehelpmeinthekitchen.

Weclearedupthetableandwenttothe

kitchen.

MIL:Zintleiseverythingalrightwithwithyou

guys?

Me:uhm yes,Imeannotreallyhedoesn't



lovemeMa(sobbing)

MIL:(huggingme)youneedtobestrong

Makoti.

Me:am tryingMAbutheavoidsme,Iknow

theresanotherwomanIjustknowit.

MIL:stopcryingZintleyouneedtobestrong

andtakecontrol,takeyourhusband.Now

letsgoandhavedessert.

WewentbackandLwaziandhisfather

seemedtobetenseliketheywerearguing.

Lwazi:areyouokZintle?

Me:yesam fine.

MIL:Iwasthinkingsinceyouguysneverhad

ahoneymoonhowaboutyougowithLwazi

toItaly.

Lwazi:I'llbeworkingthewholetimeMA



Me:Ithinkthat'sagreatidea,Imissmy

sisteranyway.

LwaziglaredatmebutIdidn'tcaream sick

ofhim disrespectingme.Thedrivehome

wassuperawkward,Iwaslookingoutthe

windowthewholetime.

Lwazi:whatwasthat?

Me:whatexactly?

Lwazi:whatyoudidbackthere,whywould

youdisrespectmelikethatinfrontofmy

parents?

Me:youknowwhatam sickandtiredofyou

Lwazi,am notgoingtoItalybecauseof

you,am gpingformysistersogetover

yourself.

HeparkedthecarandIstompedoutand

wentstraighttothebedroom andslept.The



followingdayIdecidedtocallMelu.

Her:heymelzitsbeenawhile.

Me:Iknow,I'vejustbeenbusy,heyam

comingtoItalynextweek.

Melu:ohreallythat'samazingI'vemissed

youlikecrazy,wearegoingtohavesomuch

funtogether.

Me:Ihope

Melu:whydoyouhope?

Me:itwilldependonLwaziIguess

Her:ohhe'scoming!?

Me:jaitsourhoneymoonIsupposeeven

thoughhe'llprobablybeworkingthewhole

time.

Her:wellaslongasIcanseeyou.

Me:Iwill,Ipromise,OKIhavetogo,Ilove



youchocolatepuff.

Her:metoochocolatepop.

Istartedpackingmyclothes.Am gonna

fightforthismarriage.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Idon'tknowwhatZintleisuptooandI

honestlydon'tcare.ItwastimetogotoItaly

andIwasabitnervousaboutseeing

Melu,am stillinlovewithher.

WearrivedinItalyandIhadalotof



meetingsandZintlewashavinglunchwith

Melu.Icamebacksupertiredandjust

slept.IwokeupwithZintlekissingme.

Me:notnowam tired.

Her:andIhaveneeds

Me:pleasedon't

Her:what'shername?huhtellme.

Me:Idon'thavetimeforthis.

Igotupandleft,Ineededtogetawayfrom

here.SoIjustdrovearoundthecityuntilI

stoppedinfrontofMelu'sapartment.I

knockedandsheopenedatthefifthknock.

Her:Lwaziwhatareyoudoinghere?

Ididn'tanswerher,Ijustkissedherandshe

punchedmeandclosedthedoorinmyface.

*



*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

LwazistormedoutandIjustbrokedown.He

camebackafter3hoursandkissedme

withsomuchhunger,andIresponded.He

toremyclothesoffandIwastakinghis

clothesoff,hewentdownonmeandI

cameinhisface,whenIwentdownonhim

hestartedmoaningandjustflippedme

overandenteredmewithnowarning,he

movedfasterandfaster,itfeltlikeforthe

firsttimehelovedandinthismomentI

lovedhim too.



Him:Iloveyou

Me:Ilooooveyoutoo

Him:IloveyouThando

Me:what?

Him:huh!?

Me:getoffme.

Him:am sorryZintle

Me:getthefuckoffmeLwazi.

Ipushedhim offmeIgotupandgot

dressed.

Him:am sorryZintleIdidn'tmeanitlikethat.

Me:fuckyouLwazi,(sobbing)youknowI

heardyoucallmebyhernamewhenwe

firstmetandagainwhenyouwere

drunk,butthislwazi,you'vegonetoofaram

notstupid.



IstormedoutandtookataxitoMelu's

apartment.Iknockedandsheopened,I

slappedher.

Me:youfuckedhim didn'tyou?

Her:what,who?

Me:Lwazi,didyousleepwithhim?

Her:fuckno,youknowam avirgin.

Me:fuckthatam notstupid,isthisbecauseI

sleptwithAlecinhighschool,isthisyour

revenge?

Her:firstofallfuckyouforbringingupAlec,

youknewIlovedhim butyoustillwentfor

him,youwatchedDadbeatmetoapulpand

peoplecallingmenameseventhoughyou

knewyouaretheonewhosleptwith

him,evenafterallofthatIforgaveyou

Melokuhle.(sobbing)yesIkissedlwazibut



thatwasbeforeIknewhewasmeantto

marryyou,Ihadfeelingsforhim butIkept

mydistancefrom him becauseIdidn'twant

tohurtyou,becauseyouaremysister.Even

tonighthecamehere,Icouldhavedone

somethingstupidbutIdidn'tbecauseIwas

protectingyou,nowyouhavetheballsto

comehereandputyourhandsonme.!You

knowwhatyouandlwazicanfuckoff,fix

yourshitandleavemealone.

Withthatshepushedmeoutofher

apartmentandclosedthedoorinmyface.
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AfterIkickedMelooutIcurledmyselfon

thefloorandcryedmylungsout.Ijustlaid

thereforhoursandthenIdecidedtotakea

longshower,tonighthastobebyfairthe

worstnightofmylife,notevenwhenDad

beatmeupandIendedupinthehospital

wasnotthisbadbecauseatleastbackthen

Ihadmysisterbymyside.Howcouldshe

thinkthatIwouldbetrayherlikethat,Ihave

verystrongfeelingsforLwazibutIfought

them forher,youknowwhatallofthisis

beyondme,am officiallydonewiththose

twoitstimeIfindmyownhappiness.After

myshowerItooksomepainkillersandslept.

Iwaswokenupbymyarlam andItooka

quickshowerandmademywaytowork.Oh

myGodRobertowasalreadyhere,am notin

themoodforhisnonsense.

Rob:youlate



Me:Iknow

Rob:OKgreatwewilldorkyourpaythen.

Me:(walkingpasthim)dowhateveryou

wantRoberto.

Rob:ohisit?OKtheninthatcase,blahblah

blah.

Hejustwentonandon,nextthingIknow

am crying.

Rob:whoowwaitaminute,ohmyGodstop

cryingMelpeoplearestaring

Me:(sobbing)am sorry.

Heledmetohisofficeandgavemea

tissue.

Rob:heyam sorryformakingyoucry,Ionly

talktoyoulikethatcauseIknowyoucan

takeit.



Me:noitsnotyou,itsmylifeRobitssucha

mess.

Rob:heyam allears.

Me:yousure?

Rob:yepIdon'tmuchhavealifeapartfrom

thisplaceso.

Me:(mumbling)jaI'venoticed.

Hegavemeadeathstare.

Me:sorryforceofhabit.

Rob:noitscoolIcanbeabitofadragon

sometimes,sotellmeaboutyourmess.

Itoldhim everything,Imeaneverythinglike

from mychildhoodeverything.

Rob:wowIdidn'trealisehowdeepyouare,

alwaysthoughtyouwereabitaairhead.

Me:hey!



Rob:am sorrybutitstrue,am adragon

remember!?

Me:fairenough.Letmegettowork.

Rob:Ja,Idon'twantpeoplethinkingI've

gonesoft.

Me:don'tworrythere'snochanceofthat

happening.

Igottothekitchen,andAnitaattackedme

withahug.

Me:OKOKletmego,youaresqueezingthe

lifeoutofme

Anita:ohmygosham sorry,Iheardyou

werecrying.

Me:ofcourseyoudid,peopleheredon'thave

alife.

Her:so?



Me:sowhat!?

Her:whywereyoucrying?

Me:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit,atleastnot

here.

Her:am sleepingoveratyourplacetonight

Me:(rollingmyeyes)fine,nowletswork.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Ireallymessedup,itsnowthemorningafter

andZintleisnotbackyet.Justthenshe



walkedin.

Me:Uvelaphi(wehaveyoubeen)?

Zintle:Out

Shewalkedtothebathroom andlockedit.

Me:Zintle!.....Zintleopenthisfuckingdoor.

Her:why?

Me:Iwannatalk

Her:(openedthedoor)aboutwhat,howyou

lovemysister,howyou'veembarrassed

me?....huhwhatisit?

Me:werewhereyoulastnight?

Her:Ineededabreak

Me:wellyoucan'tjustdisappearlikethat

Her:wellIneededtobreathe.

Me:wellthisisanothercountryifyoulike



breathingthatmuchyouwon'tpullthat

stuntagain.

Her:whatever

Me:lookIknowIhurtyou,butyoucan'trun

offyoucould'vebeenindanger.Iwould

neverforgivemyselfifsomethinghappened

toyou.

Her:wellitdidn't,Iwenttoseemelu

Me:oh.

Her:ja,Ihadtoteachheralesson.

Me:alesson?...Ihopeyoudidn'tdoanything

stupid(shelookeddown),didyou?

Her:she'sfineitwasjustalittleslap.

Me:Aslap,whythefuckwouldyoudothat?

Her:Ineededhertopayforrunningafter

you.



Me:womanareyoucrazy,doyoueven

knowwhatyoudid?

Her:yesIfoughtforthismarriage.

Me:fightingforwhat?...ohmyGodyoudon't

evenknow.Thatgirlhasdonenothingbut

protectyou,evenwhenIwouldcrossthe

lineshewouldfightforyou.Ilovethatgirl

andshekeptonturningmedownFORYOU!

Her:(hervoicebreaking)youyouloveher?

Me:yesI'vealwayslovedher.

IstormedoutanddrovetoMelu'swork,I

needtoseeifshe'sOK.Isatinmycarfor

hoursuntilIsawhercomeoutwithanother

girl.Whenshesawmesheturnedandwent

backintherestaurant.

Me:melupleaseIjustwanttotalk

Melu:stayawayfrom me



Me:am sorry.

Melu:yesyouarenowleave.

Me:comeonlet'stalk.

Thenthistallguycameoutside.

Him:heymyguyshesaidgo.

Me:OKbrothishasnothingtodowithyou.

Him:yesitdoes,she'smyemployeeso

pleaseleaveorI'llhavetocallthe

authorities.

Iwalkedtomycarandsawthisguy

huggingMelu,whatthefuckdoesthisguy

haveadeathwish.Idrovebacktothehotel

Igotinandmelowasnotintheroom.SoI

tookoffmyclothesGodknowsIneeda

shower,whenIgotinthebathroom there

wasbloodeverywhere.FuckIfoundZintle

inthebathtubwithablade,Icheckedher



pulseanditwasweaksoIquicklygotmy

phoneandcalledanambulance,they

arrivedfastandIgotdressedanddroveto

thehospital,IcalledMelubutshedidn't

answer,IreallyfuckedupIhopeshe'llbeOK.

Whatthefuckam Igoingtosaytomy

parents,ohGodwhatam Igoingtosayto

herdad?...thisisbad.

[07/14,19:23]R:Insert13
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Thisissuchamess,I'vebeeninthehospital

forhoursnow.I'vebeentryingtocallMelu

butshe'snotanswering.IguessIhaveto

callmyparents.



Mom:(phoneringing)hyboyboy.

Me:heyma

Mom:areyoualright?Yousoundabitdown.

Me:Jama,itsjustuhm Zintleisinthe

hospital.

Mom:What!whathappened?,..YoooLwaziI

hopeyoudidn'thurther.

Me:shetriedtokillherselfma(crying)

Mom:Voetsek,khalelani(whyareyou

crying)?.....Umenzeni(whatdidyoudoto

her)?

Me:nothingMA,Ijust.

Mom:valalomlomo(shutup)ohGodyour

fatherisgoingtoloseit,weareonourway.

Me:thankyouma,canyoupleasetellher

fatherforme.



Mom:mxxm(shedroppedthecall).

Myfatherisgoingtokillme.Thedoctor

approachedme.

Doc:Mrga,da,hla.

Me:Dlamini

Doc:OK,wellyourwifelostalotofbloodbut

she'sstable.

Me:OKcanIatleastseeher?

Doc:sheneedstorestsomaybetomorrow,

gohometakeashower.

Me:OKdoc.

Iwentbacktothehotel,theroom was

cleaned,Ijustgotintookashowerand

triedtosleep.ThenextmorningIwentback

tothehospital,myfamilywasalreadythere

withherfatherandaunt.Mymothersaw



meandshechargedatmeandslappedthe

shitoutofme,I'veneverseenmymother

thisangry.

Mom:whatiswrongwithyouLwazi

huh,whenwillyougrowup?

Me:(lookingdown)am sorryma!

Mom:sorryforwhathuh,shetoldmeabout

yourshenanigans,aboutyouavoiding

her,abouttheotherwoman,wellIhopeyou

arehappy.

Me:ofcoursenot,she'smywife.

Mom:ohnowshe'syourwife?

Shecontinuedhittingmecrying,Melo's

auntcameandheldherback,mydadand

melo'sdadwerejustlookingatus.Anurse

cameoverandtolduswecanseeher.We

enteredtheroom andshewaslookingout



thewindow,herauntattackedherwitha

hug.

AuntB:(sobbing)whywouldyoudothis

Melokuhle?

Zintle:(sobbing)am sorry

Herdad:whathappened?

Zintlejustlookedatmethenherfather.

Zintle:am sorrydaddy.

Herfatherjustlookedatherandwalkedout.

Lateronweweresittinginthewaitingroom.

AuntB:whereisMelu?

Me:(chockedonmycoffee)uhm Itriedto

callherbutshedidn'trespond

AuntB:Bhuti(lookingatmelo'sdad).

Him:What?

AuntB:callher.



Him:fine.

Hegotupandwalkedaway,geezI'venever

seenaguythatcold,he'sworsethanmy

father.Hecameback.

Him:she'snotresponding.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterLwazicamehereRobertoofferedto

drivemehomebecauseAnitachangedher

mindaboutsleepingoverapparentlyher

boyfriendrefused.Anywayonmywayhome,



LwazikeptoncallingmeandIkepton

ignoringhim.

Rob:wasthattheguyyoutoldmeabout?

Me:ja,am sorryaboutthat.

Rob:don'tbeIgetit.

Wearrivedatmyplace.

Me:thankyou

Rob:itsapleasure.

Igotoutandnoticedhewasn'tdrivingaway.

Me:heyyoucangonow

Rob:Idon'tfeelcomfortableleavingyou

heresoam gonnastayinmycarincaseif

hecomeshere.

Me:ohOK,atleastletmemakeyousome

coffee.

Rob:OK.



WeweretalkingthewholenightthenIgot

sleepysoIgavehim apillowandablanket

tosleepinthecouch.Lwazikepton

calling,he'ssoannoying.RobandIwokeup

anddrovetoworkthenmydadcalledme,

am guessingmelotoldhim aboutthelwazi

situation.Iam notresponding,Iknowhe'll

justtakehersideasalways.Thenacouple

ofminuteslatermyauntBcalledme,OK

nowanworried.

Me:hello

AuntB:whereareyou?

Me:am atwork,why?

Her:cometothehospital

Me:hospital?

Her:yesmelotriedtokillherself.

Me:what!IssheOK?



Her:jabutcomehere.

Me:OK onmyway.

Anita:what'swrong?

Me:uhm mysisterisinthehospital.(Icryed

inherarms)

Rob:heywhat'swrong?

Me:mysisterisinthehospital,Ihavetogo.

Rob:OKletmedriveyou.

Me:nothat'sOKI'lltakeatakeataxi.

Rob:nonsensecomelet'sgo.

Wearrivedatthehospitalandmyaunt

attackedwithahug.

Me:whereisshe?

Her:uhm room 8.

Lwazijustlookedatmesodidmydad.Rob



cametogivememybag,andLwazilosthis

shitandhecameandpunchedhim.

Me:whatthefuckiswrongwithyou?....Nxa

Robam sosorry.

Rob:itsOK,I'llseeyouatworktomorrow.

Me:OK.

Lwazi'smother:whydidyoupunchthatguy

Lwazi?

Hejustlookedatmeandwalkedaway.I

alsogotupandwenttomelo'sroom.

Me:hey

Melo:whatdoyouwant?

Me:am sorryabouteverything

Melo:youshouldbethisisallyourfault

Me:myfault?

Melo:yes,myhusbandlovesyou,asalways



everyguyIlikelikesyoumoreeventhough

welookthesame.Justgo

Me:am sorryMelo.

Melo:justgo,getout.(Shethrewacupat

me).

SoIranoutcryingandbumpedintoLwazi

outside.

Him:heyareyouOK??

Me:noam not,mysisterhatesme.

Iranawayfrom him.Iwasn'tlookingwhereI

wasgoingandthenIheardLwaziscream

mynamethenboom acarhitmethen

lightsout.
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LwaziquicklyrantoMelu'said.Theguy

whohithergotoutandstartedapologising,

hecouldn'tevenspeakEnglish.Lwazigot

upandpunchedtheguyhestartedhitting

him sohard,theguywasnotevenfighting

backthenhispregnantwifegotoutofthe

carandstoppedLwazi.Hefinallystopped

hittingtheguyandrushedbacktoMelu

withtearsandbloodalloverhisface.

Lwazi:pleasewakeupmylove,don'tleave

meam sorryabouteverything,I'lldivorce

Zintle,wecanrunawayfrom everything

pleasejustwakeupIloveyouMeluthandoI

loveyouithurts.

Melustartedmovingandgroaninginpain.



Lwazi:Thando,ohmyGodsomeoneget

help.

Theparamedicsquicklycameandpicked

upmeluandcarriedherinside,lwazi

followedthem inside.Thewholefamilywas

sittinginthewaitingroom whenthey

noticedLwazicoveredinblood,thenthey

noticedmelubeingcarriedinabythe

paramedics.

AuntB:Meluthando!ohmyGodmychild

(shefainted).

MrGumede:whatdidyoudotomydaughter?

HepunchedLwazisohardthenagainand

again.

MrGumede:aretryingtokillmychildrenyou

sillyboy?

HecontinuedtohitlwaziuntilMrDlamini



heldhim back.

MrG:letmegoDlamini,yourboymustpay.

MrD:Iknowbuyhe'sstillmyson

MrG:Idon'tcare,youthinkbecauseIowe

youyourfamilycantreatmineliketrash?

MrD:enoughGumede,getyourselftogether.

MrGumedewalkedawayfuming.Mr

Dlaminipickeduphisson.

MrD:whatishappeninghereLwazi?

Lwazi:Iloveherdad.

MrD:nonsense,youaremarriedtoher

sisterandthatwon'tchange.

Lwazi:butI

MrD:butnothing.

Alittlewhilelaterthedoctorapproached



Doc:she'sstable,shejusthasafewbruises.

Lwazi:canweseeher?

MrG:youwilldonosuchthing.

Doc:uhm sheneedstorest.

IflookscouldkillLwaziwouldbesixfeet

under,MrGumedehatedhim.AuntBwoke

upandwenttoseemelo.

AuntB:heybabygirl.

Melo:heyaunty

AuntB:areyouok?

Melo:am feelingbetter

AuntB:Nanahavetalkedtoyoursisteryet?

Melo:mxm Ineverwanttotalkthatone

again,she'sdeadtome.

AuntB:hayidon'tsaythat



Melo:whatitstrue,Iwantnothingtodowith

her,sheliedtome.

AuntB:whatdidshedo.

Melotoldheraunteverything.

AuntB:soallofthishappenedbeforeyou

marriedLwazi?

Melo:butthat'snotthepointaunty.

AuntB:shutupwena,youareangryatyour

sisteraboutsomethingthathappened

before.

Melo:yesbut

AuntB:butnothingmelokuhleshedid

everythingsoshecouldprotectyou.She'sin

thehospitalaswespeak,shecouldhave

died.

Melo:mxm she'ssuchanattention



seeker,shejustwantsthespotlighton

her,asusual.

Busislappedher.

AuntB:(sobbing)howcanyoubesocold

Melo,that'syourblood.IfeellikeIdon'teven

knowyouanymore,Iwishyouluckmychild

Ihopeeverythingworksoutforyou.

WiththatBusiwalkedoutwithaheavy

heart.Backinthewaitingroom everyone

wasstillsittingthere.Thepolicewalked

overwiththepregnantwomanfrom earlier.

Women:that'shim,he'stheonethathitmy

husband.Arresthim.

Police:pleasecomewithusSir

Lwazigotupandleftwiththeofficers.

MrsDlamini:what'shappeningnow,Lwazi?

...(shefainted).



AuntB:thisfamilyneedsJesus.
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ItsbeenacoupleofhourssinceIgot

arrested,IknowIshould'vebeenout

alreadybutIguessthisisdad'swayof

punishingme.

Officer:comeonitstimetogo.

Igotoutandacarwaswaitingforme.

Dad:(heslappedme)whenwillyougrowup

boy?

Me:(lookingdown)am sorrytata.

Dad:shutup,youareluckythePresident



owedmeafavour.Weneedtogohome

immediately.

Me:butmeloisstillthehospital.

Dad:don'tworrythedoctorsaidshecan

travel.

Me:whataboutMelu?

Dad:forgetaboutthatgirlshe'snotyour

wife,youneedtofocusonyourfamilyand

fixthismess.

Iarrivedatmyparent'shousein

Italy,everyonewassittinginthelounge

includingMelo.

Mom:Lwazi(sheattackedmewitha

hug)...babyareyouOK?

Me:jaMa

Mom:(sheslappedme)...don'teverdothat



again,doyouwanttogivemeaheartattack?

Me:noma,am sorry.Ineedtotakeashower.

Iwentupstairsandtookashower,Zintle

wakedintheroom whenIwasstillnaked.I

quicklywrappedatowelaroundmywaist

andshelookedaway.Ourlastconversation

wassohorrible,shelookedsobroken

now,shehadbagsunderhereyes.

Zintle:hey

Me:hey

Her:soIwasthinking

Me:about?(IsaidasIgotdressed)

Her:aboutus,lookLwaziIknowyoudon't

lovemebutyouatleasthavetotry,our

parentswantthistoworkout.

Me:ohOK



Her:andIwasalsothinking,youshouldvisit

Meluinthehospital.

Me:ohwhy?

Her:forclosure,youneedtoclosethat

chapterinyourlifesowecanmoveon.Even

ifithurtsme,youneedtoatleastsay

goodbye.

Me:OK.

Shegotupandleft.Idon'tthinkIcansay

goodbyetoMelubutIwanttoseeher.Later

onIwentdownstairsfordinner,thewhole

timeIcouldn'tfocusIwantedtogotothe

hospital.

Dad:weareleavingfirstthinginthw

morning.

Me:fine(Igotuptoleave)

Mom:whereareyougoing?



Zintlelookedatmethendown.

Me:am goingtodosomethingIneedtodo.

Iarrivedatthehospitalandstayedinmy

carforawhile.Iknewsheprobablywouldn't

wanttoseemebutIhadtoatleasttry.SoI

finallymademywayinside,shewas

sleeping.

Me:heysweetie,am sogladyouareOK.I

wouldhavelostitifyouleftme(Istarted

crying),IloveyouMelubutIhavetofinda

waytolivewithoutyou,whetherIliketo

admititornotIagreedtogetmarried,so

nowIhavetolivewiththosechoices.Ican't

keeponhurtingyoulikethissoevenifI

don'twanttoIhavetoletyougo.

IleanedovertokissherandIdon'tknowif

itwasjustmeIswearIthinkshekissedme

back.Iwalkedoutwipingmytears,myheart



wasbreaking.AsIwaswalkingoutI

bumpedintosomeone.

Me:am sorry(whenIlookedupitwasthe

idotthathuggedMelu)ohitsyou.

Him:Ihaveaname.

Me:Idon'tcare,ifyouhurtherbroI'llkillyou.

Him:hurther,youshouldlookinthemirror

buddy.

Iwantedtopunchhim sobadlythenI

rememberedIwasstillintroublewiththe

law,soIjustwalkedaway.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*



*

*

IheardeverythingLwazisaidIjustcouldn't

bringmyselftofacehim,soIlayedthere

withmyeyesclosedbutwhenhekissedme

Icouldn'thelpmyselfIkissedhim back.

WhenheleftIfinallyopenedmyeyesand

allIcoulddoiscry,justthenRobwalkedin

talkabouthorribletiming.

Rob:heyareyouawake?

Me:(sniffingandwipingmyface)uhm ja.

Rob:heyheyhey,areyouOK?

Me:ja,am justinpainthat'sall,sowhyare

youheresolate?

Rob:toseeyouofcourse,everyoneatwork

issoworriedaboutyou.



Me:welltellthem am fine,heyRobIdon't

wanttoberudebutam verytired.

Rob:noIgetit,areyousureyouareOk?

Me:Ipromise

Rob:OKthenseeyoutomorrow.

Me:OK

Hekissedmyforeheadandleft.Ifinally

curledupandcriedmyselftosleep.Iwoke

upthefollowingmorningandAnitahad

cometoseeme.

Anita:heyprincess

Me:(rubbingmyeyes)heybabe.

Anita:sowhatthehell,wereyoutrynaleave

us?

Me:nobabe,butwhat'sthepointanyway,my

familyhatesmeandIdon'thaveanyone.



Shehitmyshoulder.

Me:ouchwhatwasthatfor?

Her:forbeingstupid,don'tyouevertalklike

thateveragainnotasIliveandbreath.You

willalwayshaveme.

Me:ohbabeIknowthat,Ijustcan'tbelieve

mydadandsisterdidn'tbothertocomeand

seemeeventhoughtheywerehere.Only

AuntBandLwazicame.

Anita:Lwazi?

Me:jalastnight,hecametosaygoodbye.

IstartedcryingagainandAnitahuggedme.

Me:(sobbing)Imeanwhyam Ievencrying,

I'vebeenaskingtoleavemealonesowhy

am Icrying?

Anita:becauseyoulovehim sweetie



Me:butwhy,itssowrong.

Anita:theheartwantswhatitwantsandno1

isanexpectwhenitcomestothematters

oflove.

Me:(sobbing)IhateloveNita,itssohardits

sofuckinghard.

Anita:IknowbabyIknow.

[07/14,19:23]R:Insert16

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

ItsbeenacoupleofmonthssincetheLwazi

saga,Istillhaven'tspokentomysisterand

thatkillsme.AnywayRobandIareofficially

datingandIam superhappyhetreatsme



likeaprincess,Ihaven'tsleptwithhim yet

andhonestlyIfeellikehe'sgettingabit

impatientwiththewholesituationthelast

timewegotinareallybadfight.Igot

disturbedbyaknockwhenIopenedit,its

Robwithabunchofroses.

Me:whataredoinghere?

Him:babyam sorry,Ishouldn'thavefreaked

out

Me:(sigh)thenwhydidyou?

Him:Ijustfeellikeyoudon'ttrustmeor

something.

Me:nobabyItrustyou,am justnotready.

Him:whynot,areyouwaitingforhim or

something?

Me:him who?



Him:him him

Me:ohfuckoffRob.

Him:comeonthat'stheonlyreasonIcan

thinkof.

Me:fuckyou,howaboutam justnotthat

readyhuh!besidesIhaven'ttalkedtohim in

monthsandyoufuckingknowthat.

Him:whateverbro(hegotupandwalked

out).

Me:(screaming)WORSTAPOLOGYBYTHE

WAYASSHOLE!

MXM he'ssuchanidiot.Myphonerangand

itwasAnita.

Me:(sigh)heybabe.

Her:heywhat'swrongwithyou?

Me:nothingsameoldstuff,sowhydidyou



callme?

Her:ohthatsameold,anywayIcalledyou

abouttomorrow.

Me:what'sgoingtomorrow?

Her:youkiddingmeright!tomorrowisyour

birthdaydummy.

Me:ohmyGodItotallyforgotaboutthat.

Her:wellnowyouknowsowhatarewe

doing?

Me:nahIdon'tfeellikecelebrating

especiallysinceam nottalkingtothe

personam sharingmybirthdaywith.

Her:jaIgetit,finethenwe'llhaveagirls

nightin,we'llwatchsomemovies,get

drunk,eatcakethewholeshabang.

Me:thatsoundsgreatfriendbutIjust



wannabealone,thisisthefirstbirthdayam

nottalkingtoMelosoIdon'tfeellike

celebrating.

Her:ncoooowmyfriend,OKIunderstandI'll

justgetdrunkinyourhonour.

Me:(giggle)youdothatfriend,OKbyebabe.

Her:byelover(dropscall).

Ireallymissmysister,maybeIshouldgive

heracallorsendheratext,maybeitstoo

soonI'lljustgivehermorespace.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*



*

Thingshavenotbeenperfecttheselast

coupleofmonths,eversincewegotback

from ItalythingsbetweenlwaziandIseem

tobegettingworse,itsalmostlikehe's

broken.Imeanwehavesexbutitsso

emptyandlonely,afterhe'sdonehejust

turnsandlookstheotherway,hedoesn't

bothercuddlingme,sometimesIfeellike

hissextoy.TomakemattersworseIfound

textsbetweenhim andsomegirlnamed

sindi,thisgirlsendshim nudesand

everything,Ihaven'tconfrontedhim aboutit

yet.SoIdecidedtogotothesalonandgeta

newlook,Icutmyhairanddyeditredjust

likeMelu,maybehe'lllovemelikethis.Igot

backhomeandcookeddinnerandwaited

forhim,hefinallygothome.



Me:goodeveninghusband.

Him:andthen?

Me:Imadedinner

Him:am nottalkingaboutdinneram talking

aboutthelook.

Me:ohthis,Idecidedtotrysomething

new,doyoulikeit?

Him:uhm sowhatdidyoumakefordinner?

Me:yourfavourite,lamb.

Him:yummylet'sdigin.

MidwayduringdinnerIdecidedtoaskhim?

Me:who'ssindi?

Him:(withoutevenlookingatme)my

assistant.

Me:isthatall?



Him:(puttinghisspoondown)justaskme

whatyoureallywanttoknow.

Me:areyousleepingwithher?

Him:Yes

Me:doyouloveher?

Him:no,she'sjustforfun.

Me:areyouatleastusingprotection?

Him:withheralways.Lookdinnerwas

amazingIhavetoshowerIhadalongday

atwork.

Me:(lookingdownwithtearsdownmyface)

OK

Him:ohandstoptryingtobeher.

Withthatsaidheranupstairs,Ijustfeltso

defeated.Ican'tbelieveIlostmysisterfor

this,Ijustwanttocallherorsomethingbut



maybeshe'sstillhurt,Ishouldgiveher

space.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

CallmeanassholeIdon'tcare,truthisthis

iswhatmydearestwifewanted,formeto

stayawayfrom Melubutwhatshedoesn't

understandisbeingaroundherremindsme

ofmelu,andasforsindishe'sjustforfun

nothingdeep.SpeakingofMeluI'vebeen

keepinganeyeonher,myguyTThasbeen



followinghereversinceIleftItalyhe'seven

datingherfriendAnitajusttokeepaclose

eyeonher.TTtoldmeMeluisdatingthat

foolRobsothat'swhyIstartedsleeping

withsindiagain.Butthere'ssomethingoff

aboutthatRobcharacter,soIdugalittlebit

andfoundouthe'swifeandsondiedina

mysteriouscarcrash,mygutistellingme

he'sinvolvedsomehow.EventhoughIcan't

bewithMeluI'llalwaysprotecther.Soits

thefollowingmorninganditswifeybirthday

soIdecidedtomakeherbreakfastplusI

alsofeelbadaboutthewholesindi

situation.Icamebackwithatrayoffood

andwokeherup.

Me:happybirthdaytoyouhappybirthdayto

youhappybirthdaydearZintlehappy

birthdaytoyou.



Her:ohthanks

Me:lookam sorryaboutlastnightIpromise

I'llenditwithsindi.

Her:youpromise?

Me:Ipromise

Her:OKwhatdidyoumake?

Me:beacon,eggstoastohandyourfav

greentea.

Sheduginthenafterawhilesherantothe

bathroom andthrewup.

Me:heyareyouOK!?

Her:jaam good,Ithinkitwastheeggs

maybetheywereabitrunny.

Me:ohwtheeggs,am sorryaboutthat.

Her:nahitscool,thanksforthebreakfast.

Me:anytime(shetriedtokissme)ha.azee.



Her:what?

Me:brushyourteethfirst,youjustthrewup.

Her:mxm youaresuchababy.

*

InsomniahitmesoIdecidedtotype,hope

y'alllikeit.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Ihadaquickshowerandwenttowork.Am

planningonthrowingZintleasurprise

party,notapartypersaymaybeafamily

dinner.AnywayIarrivedatworkandSindi

cameinandclosedthedoor.



Sindi:morningbaby.

Me:pleasedon'tcallmethat.

Her:owkIguesssomeoneisabitcranky

today,Ihavesomethingtocheeryouup.

Shecameoverandgotundermydeskand

unzippedmypants.

Me:stopdoingthat,getup.

JustthenStevebargedinmyofficeand

Sindistartedsuckingmydick.

Steve:heybossmanIneedthosepapers

signed.

Me:(Iwasredinthefaceandgroanedabit)

uhm sure,I'lltellsindiiiitobringthem toyou

later.

Steve:(hesatdown,ohmyGodthisguy)

speakingofthatdirtydevilwhereisshe?



Me:(justthenshestartedsuckingharder)

SHIT!Idon'tknow.

Steve:youOKbossman?

Me:jasteve,canyougivemeaminute.

Steve:areyousureyougoodboss!,isitthe

wife?

Me:(Istartedbangingmyfistonthetable,I

wasclosetocoming)OhmyGod,Steve

pleasegetout.

Steve:OKdon'tbitemyheadoffgeez.

HegotupandleftandIreleasedmyloadin

sindi'smouth,anddraggedheroutofthe

table.

Sindi:thatwasfun.

Me:wecan'tdothatanymore.

Sindi:why?becauseofSteve?



Me:nobecauseitswrong

Her:sincewhen?

Me:sincenowlookgetthefuckoutofmy

office.

Her:youneedtostoptreatingmeliketrash

Me:Iwillwhenyoustopactinglikeit.

Her:mxm oneofthesedaysam gonnahurt

youthesamewayyoulikehurtingme.(she

clickedherheelsandgotout).

Whatevershe'stheleastofmyproblems

rightnow,IfoundoutmoreaboutRobbie

boy,apparentlyhe'shadrapecharges

againsthim inthepastbutallofhisvictims

wouldgomissingbeforetheygettotestify

againsthim.NowIreallyneedtokeepa

closereyeonMelu,thisguyisbadnews.

*



*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

I'vebeenbusyatworkthewholeday,my

colleaguesboughtmeacakeandsangme

happybirthday.Icouldn'thelpbutgetsad,I

reallymissmytwin.Sofinallyam goingto

bitethebulletandcallher.Thephonerang

andIgotnervoussoIdroppedit.Two

minuteslatershecalledmeback,Iguess

shealsomissedme.

Me:hello

Her:hy,IsawyourmissedcallsoIdecided



tocallyouback.

Me:ja,Ijustwantedtowishyouavery

happybirthday,eventhoughitssuperearly

inthemorningthatside.

Her:ohIunderstand,happybirthdaytoyou

too.

Me:Ja(awkwardsilence,Ibrokedownand

cried)am sorryabouteverything.

Her:(alsocrying)noam sorry.

Me:(sobbing)Ioverreacted.

Her:(sobbing)noIshouldhavetoldyouthe

truthfrom thebeginning.

Me:am sorry

Her:noam sorry.

Me:OKlet'smoveoncauseImissyou.

Her:Imissyoumore,thewholesituation



waskillingme.

Me:metoo,anywayenoughtearswhat

whereyouplanningtodo?

Her:honestlyIwasgonnastayinginIjust

didn'tfeellikecelebrating

Me:metoo.

Wecontinuedtochatforaboutanhour,she

toldmeeverythingaboutRobandImust

sayIwasgladtohearshemovedon,we

didn'tspeakaboutLwaziitwasstill

awkward.Iwenthomethatnightsuper

exhaustedandfoundmywholefamilythere,

IguessLwazidecidedtothrowmea

surprisepartyandhonestlyIwasfeelingitI

wasjustsotired.Finallyeveryonewent

home,Iwentupstairsdidn'tevenbother

cleaningup,Ijustwantedtosleep.Lwazi

stormedintheroom anstartedmaking



unnecessarynoise,Iguesshewantedmy

attention.

Me:what'swrong?

Him:didyouhavetobesorude,youhardly

saidawordandyoukeptyawningthewhole

dinner.

Me:am sorryhoneyIwasjustsotired.

Him:andIwasn't?...GodZintleyoucanbe

soungratefulsometimes.

HestormedoutandIjustbrokedownand

criedmyselftosleep.

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*



*

Am sogladmysisterandImadepeace

finally,Ireallymissedher.AnywayRobalso

calledapologisingAGAIN,am justsoover

thesetampertantrumshe'sbeenthrowing

lately,Imeanifhethinksthisishowam

gonnaagreetosleepwithhim thenhe's

sadlymistaken.Heaskedtotakemeout

tomorrowsincehe'soutoftownfor

businesstonight,imagineonmybirthday.

SosinceMeloandIsquishedourbeefI

decidedtogooutwithmygirlAnitaandher

boyfriendTT,ImeanIlikeTTbut

sometimeshegivesavibelikehe's

watchingme.Wewentoutfordinnerthen

theclub,TTkeptonaskingmequestions,

aboutmyplansandRobsoItoldhim

everythingjusttogethim ofmyback.The

followingnightRobsentalimotocomeand



getme.

Me:Iguesshe'sreallysorry.

Iarrivedatthisbeautifulmansion,problem

isweweresupposetohavedinnerinsome

restaurantandwho'smansionisthis,I

meanIknowRobprobablyhasmoney

becauseheismybossafterallbutnot

mansionlevelkindamoney.SoIgotinand

hecamedownthestairslookinghandsome.

Him:Mearmoryoulookstunning.

Me:thankyou,youdon'tlooktoobad

yourself.Robwho'shouseisthis?

Him:(laughs)itsmineofcourse.

Me:yours?Ididn'tknowyouwererich.

Him:wellIdidn'tknowhowtotellyou.

Me:whatabigsecrettokeep.



Wesatdownandhadanamazingdinner

andnowweweresittinginthecouchand

hekissedme,itgotabitheatedsoIdecided

tostopit.

Him:(angry)damnAGAIN!?

Me:am sorrybabeam justnotready.

Him:still?

Me:itstoosoonwe'veonlybeendatingfor

fivemonthsRob.

Him:evenafterallofthis?,youseeam rich

right!?

Me:so?

Him:soIcouldgetanyoneIlike.

Me:thengogetthem.

ItriedstandingsoIcouldleavebutmylegs

failedme,andIwasdizzy,Ifell.



Me:whatdidyoudotome?

Him:sinceyouarebeingsuchapainabout

somelousypussyIdecidedtotakeit.

Thenthesetwoguyspickedmeupand

tookmeupstairs,atthispointIwashelpless.

Hecameinandstartedundressinghimself

andme,allIcoulddoiscryIcouldn'tmove.

Him:shhhdon'tcryitwilloversoonthen

you'llwanttodoitallthetime.

JustthenIheardgunshots,hejumpedup.

Him:Shit!

HeranoutandIwassohappy,Iwaszoning

inandoutbutIcouldswearIheardlwazi's

voicethensomeonecarryme,Iblackedout.
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Melo'sPOV



*

*

*

Lwazihasnotbeenhomeintwoweeks,I've

beensodepressed.Tomakemattersworse

mymotherinlawcalledmeyesterday

sayingthefamilyiscomingoverfor

dinner,thelastthingIneedistobearound

people.SoIwokeupthismorningandtook

ashowerandmademywaytothehospital.

DrLauren:heyMelo,youdon'tlooksogood

areyouOK?

Me:noam OKitsjuststress

DrL:areyousure?Causeyoudon'tlook

good.

Me:noam fine



DrL:OKletmegiveyouabloodtestanyway.

Me:Idon'tthinkthatsnecessary.

BeforeIcouldwalkawayshedraggedme

toherofficeandtookmybloodthenIhad

topeeinacup.Shemademesitinher

officeforacoupleofminutes.

DrL:heyMel,socanIaskyou,whendidyou

haveyourlastperiod?

Me:uhm Idon'tevenknowI'vejustbeenso

stressedlately.

DrL:wellI'vegotsomegoodnewsfor

you,you'repregnant.

Me:what?

DrL:yes,yourhusbandisgoingtobeso

happy.

Me:(Icried)nononothiscan'tbe



happeningnotnow.

DrL:whyIthoughtyou'dbehappy.

Me:(sobbing)noam not,hedoesn'tlove

meDrL,he'sbeengoneforweeksnow,I

can'tbepregnantnowmylifeisamess.

Igotupandranout,Icalledanuberandleft

work.Igothomeandtookanap,Iwas

disturbedbyaphonecall,urgitsmymother

inlaw.

Me:helloma.

Her:heysweetieIjustwantedtotellyou

we'llbethereinanhour.(shedroppedthe

call).

Greatjustfuckinggreat,Ihaven'teven

cookedsoIcalledatraditionalrestaurant

andaskedthem todeliver.Igotupandtook

ashowerandgotdressed,Iwokealong



dresswithadoek.Iwentdownstairstoset

upthetable,thedeliveryguyshowedup,I

tookthefoodoutoftheircontainersand

threwthem outside.Everyoneshowedup

andtheysatdown,minuteslatermydad

andbusishowedup.

AnutB:heybaby,ohmyGodareyousick!?

Causeyoudon'tlookgood.

Me:uhm well(beforeIcouldfinishmyMIL

disturbedus).

MIL:heywhatareyouguystalkingabout?

AuntB:wellIwasaskingifZintlewassick,

shelookshorrible.

MIL:Inoticedittoo,areyousicksweetie?

AgainbeforeIcouldanswermySIL(nolwazi)

yelled'areweeatingnextweeksana?'Her

andIneverhadarelationshipinfactI've



alwaysfeltlikeshehatesme.Weallsat

downandIdishedupforeveryone.

Nolwazi:yoooZintleIdidn'tknowyoucould

cookthiswell,italmosttasteslikeitsfrom a

restaurant.

Me:nopeIcooked.

MIL:andLwaziloveslamb.

Nolwazi:speakingofwhichwhere'smy

dearestbabybrother?

Me:uhm businesstrip.

FIN:businesstrip,whatbusinesstrip?

Me:hedidn'tspecify.

Nolwazi:ohreally,youlookterriblewhatare

youpregnantorsomething?

Me:(Ichockedonmyfood)uhm

MIL:ohmyGodcongratulationssweetheart



(sheattackedmewithahug).

FIN:Lwazididgood.

MyfatherandAuntlookedateachother

withconcernandmyfatherjuststormed

out.Myauntcameoverandhuggedme

thenleft.

Nolwazi:andthen?

Me:Idon'tknow.

Iknewwhymyfamilywasupset.Lateron

everyoneleftandIcleanedupandwentto

bed.Seeingthathisfamilyalreadyknew

aboutthepregnancyitwasonlyamatterof

timebeforetheytoldLwazisoIdecidedto

sendhim atext.

*

*



*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwokeupinastrangeroom withtheworst

headache,Ilookedaroundandno1was

around.ThenIrememberedwhathappened

thenIfreakedout,thereweredripsattached

tome.TTwalkedasItriedtoremovethem.

Me:TT,what'sgoingon?

TT:I'llletthebossexplaineverything.

Me:yourboss?

Hedidn'trespondonlyleftatrayoffood.I

wonderwho'stheboss.Iduginthefood

withoutthinkingtwice,Ididn'teventrust



thisfoodbutIwassohungry.

Voice:no1isgoingtotakeyourfoodaway

soslowdown.

Me:Lwazi!

Him:Jaandpleasedon'tfreakout.

Me:butIwasinRob'shouseandhe,he(I

startedcryingandlwazihuggedme).

Him:itsOK,he'sgonehe'llneverbotheryou

again.

Me:(sniffing)buthowdidyouknow,howare

youhere?

Him:(heplayedwithmyfingers)don'tbe

madbutIhadyoufollowed.

Me:am not

Him:younot?

Me:no,yousavedmylife(Iattackedhim



withahugthenIletgo)am sorryIshouldn't

have.

Him:(scratchinghishead)nahitsfine.

Me:sowhereishe?

Him:youdon'twanttoknow,butyoudohave

toleaveItaly.

Me:why?

Him:lookthatRobguyhasalotofpowerin

Italysowehavetogo.

Me:golikebacktoSA?

Him:Ja,itstheonlyplaceIcanprotectyou.

Me:OK,butwecan'tshowupatthesame

time,toavoidspeculation.

Him:OKthat'sactuallyagreatidea,looklet

meleaveyoutorestweareleavingtonight.

Me:tonight?



Him:Jaitsthesafest,weleavebyjettonight

thenyou'llstayatahotelforacoupleof

weekssowecanpretendlikeyou'vebeen

herethewholetime.

Me:ohwowOK.

Hewalkedout,Ican'tbelieveam goingback

toSA.

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

IalmostlostMeluthere,she'sbeenina

comaforaweekandahalve.Igotatthe

mansionjustbeforetheworsthappened,I



didn'tkillthatfoolIonlyshothim inthe

leg,hetoldmetogetoutofItalyorelse,so

we'vebeeninhidingthiswholetime.

Me:TTcallthepilotandtellhim heare

leavingtonight.

TT:yesboss

Myphonebeeped,shititsZintleItotally

forgottocallher,shemustbesoworried.

Text:Idon'tknowwhereyouareandI

honestlydon'tcareanymorelwazi,Ijust

wantedtotellyouam pregnantandyour

familyalreadyknowssodon'tgetsurprised

whenpeoplecallyou.

Shitthisisbad,Zintlemustfeelsoalone

andsheprobablyhatesme.Butam going

tobeafatheram actuallyveryexcited.
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Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Theflighthomewassoquite,Lwaziandhis

am assumingbodyguardswheresittingon

theothersideofthejet.Ijustlookedoutthe

window,Ican'tbelieveam runningaway

from anothercountrybecauseofanother

man,Iinitiallyranheretogetawayfrom my

father,nowam goingbacktomore

problems.

TT:itsbeautifulisn'tit?

Me:Ja,butam leavingsomedemons

here,onlytobemetwithmore.

TT:trustmeIunderstanddemons.



Me:(sigh)Janhe,heywhataboutAnita?

TT:youweremymissionandbesidesItold

hertocomebutshesaidno.

Me:really?Ithoughtyouguyswereinlove.

TT:metoo,butyouknowmorethananyone

howcomplicatedlovecanbe(lookingat

Lwazi).

Me:JaIdo(lwazilookedatusandIlooked

outthewindow).

TT:youshouldsleep,itsalongflight.

Me:Jayou'reright

Iwenttotheroom andsleptuntilTTwoke

meup.

TT:itsalmosttimetolandsoyouneedto

buckleup.

Iwentandsatdownandbuckledup.We



landedinminutes,Iwasdriventothehotel.

Lwazi:rememberyouneedtostayherefora

coupleofweeks,itsaprivatesuitesono1

willbotheryou.Itsvitalyouremembernot

togetouttheroom.Meluthandodoyou

hearme?(Haaskedwithasenseof

authority).

Me:yesam notachild.DoIwanttoknow

howyoucanaffordallofthis?

Him:notreally,TTwillbeintheroom across

you.

Me:OK,uhm whenshouldIcallmyfamily,to

tellthem am movingback?

Him:Ihadn'tthoughtofthatbutmaybeina

week.

Me:OKthankyouforeverything.

Him:don'tmentionit.



Hekissedmyforeheadandleft,geezI

guessthiswillbemylifeforthenextmonth

Isuppose.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterIleftthehotel,IdecidedtobuyZintle

somegifts.Igothomeandshewassitting

onthecoucheatingpopcornandwatching

TV.

Me:hy

Her:(shedidn'tevenlookatme)ohhey.



Iwalkedoverandkneeledinfrontofher.

Me:am sorryIleftforsolonganddidn't

communicate.

Her:OK(shestillwasnotlookingatme,she

waslaughingattheTV).

Me:lookbabeIhadamissionIhadto

completebutam backnowandIpromiseto

beabetterhusbandfrom nowonanda

betterfather(Isaidrubbinghertummy).

Shehitmyhandanddroppedthebowlon

thecoffeetable.

Her:geezIguessapersoncan'tjustwatch

TVwithabowlofpopcornwithoutbeing

annoyed.

Me:Isaidam sorry.

Her:(gettingup)Iknowitsyourfavourite

songnhe,youmessupandthenyousay



sorrythenIforgiveyou.Wellam sickofit

am actuallysickofitall,soyoucando

whateveryoulikefrom nowonIdon'tcare,

matteroffactgobacktowhereyoucame

from.(walkingupthestairs)ohandyou're

aresleepingonthecouch.

Me;itsmyhouse.

Her:itsminetoo,am yourwiferemember?

Goodnightmydearhusband.

Isleptonthecouch,Iwaswokenupby

Zintleinthekitchen,Icouldhavesleptin

oneofthespareroomsbutIwantedtobe

respectfultoher.

Me:Goodmorning.

Her:hmm

Me:youmadebreakfast.?

Her:yep.



Me:whereismyplate?

Her:seemslikeIforgotaboutyoursam so

usedtomakingbreakfastformyselfsoooo.

Shewashedthedishesthenleftforwork.

Damnshe'ssomad.SoImademyself

breakfastthenItookashowerandleftfor

work.

Sindi:babywherehaveyoubeen.?

Me:yeytsekyou,didn'tItellyoutostop

callingmethatshit.

Iwalkedpassedherandgotinmyoffice

andsatdown,thenthisidiotdecidedto

followme.

Me:whatisitsindiswa.?

Her:ImissedyoubabyandIforgiveyou.

Me:(rollingmyeyes)forgaveme!?



Her:yesforthelasttimeyouspoketome.

Me:urgisthatall?

Shestartedwakingover.

Her:likeIsaidImissedyou,givemesome

loving.

Me:fuckoffsindi,what'swrongwithyouare

youstupidorsomething.Itoldyouam

marriedandwithherbeingpregnantIneed

yomakeitwork.

Her:she'spregnant?(crying)

Me:yes.

Sheranoutcrying,whatever.Igothome

andorderedfoodanddecoratedwithrose

petals.Zintlewalkedinwithabagof

McDonald's.

Me:hey,Imadedinnerwellsortof.



Her:ncowwwthat'scuteenjoyyourself.

Shewalkedupthestairs.

Me:ain'tyoujoiningme?

Her:uhm asyoucanseeam good.

Me:youarebeingchildishasfuckrightnow.

Her:childish?That'syourmiddlename

hubby.

Me:am stillyourhusband.

Her:whenitsuitsyou,youareveryannoying

Lwazi,youlikebeingchased.Faceityou

arenotupsetbecauseyoulovemeyouare

onlyangryrightnowbecauseam not

chasingyouandbeggingyoutoloveme.I

justdon'tcareanymoreitsallaboutmeand

mybabyrightnowsolivewithit.Goodnight

Lwazi.



Sheleftmestandingthere,whatjust

happenedrightnowandwhereisthegirlI

married.

[07/14,19:24]R:Insert20

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

Idon'tknowifitstheredhairorsomething

butI'vebeenfeelingverysecurewithmyself

lately.ItsbeenaweeksinceLwazicame

backfrom Godknowswhere,myguessis

hewasprobablywiththatSindi,he'sbeen

tryingtoapologisebutI'vebeenignoring

him.Wesleepinseparateroomsandam

OKwithit.AnywayIwokeupandtooka

showerthenmademywaydownstairs,



Lwaziwasalreadyuppreparingbreakfast

(topless),myGodhe'sabsweretodiefor,I

couldjustjumphim andridehim to

kingdom come.Phewbacktoreality,Iput

onabraveface.

Me:morning

Him:ohwhey,comesitImadeallyour

favourites.

Me:(Iwassalivating)uhm nothankyouam

good(Igrabbedanapple,afucking

apple,mindyouIwasstarving).

Him:whatwillittakeforyoutoforgiveme?

Me:youshouldknow,youaretheonewho

hurtme.Myuberishere,goodday.

Him:Idon'tlikethisuberbusinessofyours.

Me:wellIdon'thaveacar,am stillastudent

remember?.



Iwalkedoutandmademywaytothe

hospital.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Zintlehasbeengivingthecoldshoulder

eversinceIcameback,Ihonestlydon't

blameher.ButIam seriousaboutmaking

thingsworkwithher,becausenomatter

howscrewedmyfamilywaswegrewup

withtwolovingwelltheylovedeachother

andthatwasniceseeingthatgrowingup.I



wantmyunbornchildtohavesomeofthat,

sonomorescrewingaround.SoIcalledmy

fatherandtoldhim everything,needlessto

sayhewaslivid,especiallybecauseIwent

backItalyaftereverything.ButthenItold

him aboutwantingtofixthingswith

Zintle,hesaidwemusthaveafamily

meetinginmyhousetonight.Aftereating

breakfastaloneIwentupstairsandtooka

showerthenleftforwork,onmywayto

workIstoppedatacardealership.Iarrived

atworkandsindiwasn'tatherdesk.Aftera

whileSindicameinmyoffice.

Me:sindipleasesitdown.

Her:uhm youarenotfiringmeright?

Me:notreally,uhm sindiIhavecrossedthe

linewithyoutoomanytimes,tothepoint

wherethelineisnotvisibleanymore.



Her:whatareyougettingat.?

Me:I'veletyoubelievethatthere'smore

happeningbetweenus,soam sorry.

Her:ohwk,isthatall?

Me:no,youcan'tbeprofessionalsoam

transferingyoutotheJo'burgoffices.

Sindi:what,areyoudemotingme!?

Me:theoppositeactuallyam promotingyou,

you'llbeadistrictmanager.

Sindi:Icoulddothathere,sendSteveto

Jo'burg.

Me:Stevehasafamilyhereandyoudon't.

ComeSindiyou'reyoungtakethis

opportunityasabrandnewstart.

Her:Prick!

Me:excuseme!?



Her:youaresuchanassholeyouknow

that,youusepeopleandthrowthem away.

Youwillpayforthis,onewayortheother

youwillpay.

Shegotupandleft.Stevewalkedinanhour

later.

Steve:Itakeityoutolddoggiethenews.

Me:Ja,shethrewalittletantrum butIthink

everythingiscool.Heywhenisthenewguy

showingup?

Steve:firstthingMondaymorning.

Me:good,ishetrustworthy?

Steve:Jahe'smycousin.

Me:what'shisname?

Steve:Alec,hereallyneedsthisjob.

Me:OK,Ihavetogohomeearly.



Steve:surethingbossman.

Idrovehomeandmyparentsandsiblings

showedup30minuteslater,mymom came

withfood.

Mom:Ihopethisworks,wesentadriverto

goandgetherfamily,theyshouldbehere

soon.

Me:thankyouma.

MrGumedeandAuntyBshowedupabit

later,nowwewereallsittingintheliving

room.

Nolwazi:sowhyareweallhere?

Lwando:Jabrowhat'sthisabout?

Me:I'llletyouknowwhenZintlegetshere.

MrGumedegotupandwalkedtothe

kitchenandBusifollowedhim.



Nolwazi:whataweirdlittlefamily,always

grumpy.

Mom:shutupnolwazi

Nolwazi:haiboIwasjustsaying.

Mom:andIsaidshutup.

Nolwazi:youarealwaysmeantomema

whydoyouhatemesomuch?

TheycontinuedarguingandIjustgotup

andwenttothekitchen,IoverheadMr

GumedeandBusitalking.

Busi:youneedtocalm downbhuti.

Him:nobusiIcan't,whatifIlosemy

daughterbecauseofthisstupidcurse.

Iclearedmythroatandwalkedin.

Me:am sorrytodisturbIwasjustgetting

somewater.



Busi:itsOKit'syourhouseafterall.

MrGumedejustwalkedoutandwe

followed.Mymom andsisterwerestill

arguing.

Me:pleasejustupthisisnotaboutyouguys,

itsaboutmymarriage.

JustthenZintlewalkedinlookingso

exhausted.

Zintle:uhm helloeveryone,Ididn'tknowyou

guyswerecomingorelseIwouldhave

comebackearly.

Mom:itsOKsweetie,wealsodidn'tknow.

Zintle:whatisthisabout?

Istoodupandtookherhandandsather

down.

Me:IcalledthismeetingbecauseIwantto



properlyapologisetoyouinfrontof

everyone.Ihavedoneyouwronginmore

morewaysthanIcancount,you'vealways

seemedtoforgivemeIneverknewwhybut

youdid,you'vebeengoodtomepossibly

thebestwifeanyonecanaskforandI've

treatedyoulikerubbish.SoIwanttotake

thistimeinfrontofeveryonetoapologise

toyou,Iapologiseforeverytear,Iapologise

foreveryscar,Iapologiseforeverylieyou

hadtotelltocoverformeandIapologise

foreverymomentImadeyoufeellessthan

whatyou'retrulyworth.YouareaQueen

andyoudeservetobetreatedlikeone.(I

lookedattheGumedes)Ialsowantto

apologisetoyoufornottreatingyour

daughterright,Ihopeyoucanforgiveme.

Zintlewasalreadyintears.



Me:Sodoyouwanttogiveusago?

Zintle:itsgoingtotakeawhilebeforeIcan

trustyouagain.

Me:Iunderstand,doyouforgiveme?

Zintle:ofcourse,justdon'teverhurtme

againLwazimyheartwouldn'tbeableto

heal.

Me:Ipromise,nowlet'sgooutsideIhavea

surpriseforyou.

Zee:whatisit?

Me:comewithme.

Icoveredhereyeswithmyhands,then

removedthem.

Zee:itsacar.

Me:correctionitsyourcar.

Her:arangeroverLwazi?



Me:yesconsiderthisyourgraduation

present.

Her:butIgraduatenextyear.

Me:Iknow,Ijusthatethisubersituation.

Her:(excited)ohmyGodyouareserious?

Me:yes(Ihandedherthekeysandshe

attackedmewithahug).

Ilovethismoment,Ihopewecanstaythis

happyforever.

[07/14,19:24]R:Insert21

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

ItsbeenawhilesinceI'vebeenback,so

todayisthedayIgohome.Ican'tstaywith



myfatherforobviousreasonssoam going

toanutbusi,she'snotmarriednordoesshe

havechildrensoIcanlivewithheruntilIget

myownplace.Lwaziwantedtogetmean

apartmentbutIsaidno,he'sdonemore

thanenoughbesidesIhavesomemoney

savedupsoIcantakecareofmyselfuntilI

getajobthisside.TTdrovemetomyaunts

housewearrivedin30minutes.

TT:heywhydoyoulooksonervous?

Me:itsjustsorealnow,Ican'tbelieveRob

basicallystolemydream from me.

TT:no1canstealyourdream from you,you'll

riseagain.

Me:thanksTT

TT:don'tmentionitkiddo.

Hehelpedmewiththebagsandleft.I



knockedandBusiopened.

AuntB:Melu,mybabycomehere(she

huggedme).

Me:heyaunty

Shelookedatmethenmybags.

Her:iseverythingOK?

Me:(breakingvoice)uhm auntycanIlive

withyouforawhile?

AuntB:ncoooowmybabycomehere

(huggingme)youcanlivewithmeforever

youhear?

Inodded,shehelpedmewithmybagsand

mademecoffee.

Bee:Nanadoyouwanttotellmewhat

happened,causethelasttimewespoke

youseemedhappy.



Me:(sigh)Iwasaunty,doyouremember

Rob?

Her:Jayourboss

Me:wellwedatedforawhile,Iwasn'tready

tohavesexwithhim andatfirsthe

pretendedtobeOKwithitbuteventuallyhe

startedgettingannoyed.Andaftermy

birthdayheinvitedmeoverfordinnerasa

waytoapologiseandIsaidyesbecausehe

wasmyboyfriend,he'sdriverendedup

takingmetoRob'smansionandwehad

dinner,itwasfineuntiluntil(Ibrokedown).

Bee:mybaby,whathappened?

Me:(wipingmytears)hedruggedme

aunty,hewantedtorapemeaunty,luckilyI

escaped(Ididn'ttellherhow)andbooked

thefirstflighthome.



Bee:yooomybabyyoudidgoodcoming

here,whatadog.

Me:pleasedon'ttelldad.

Bee:why?

Me:yourememberwhenItoldhim about

uncletouchingme,hekilledhim.I'vealways

feltlikehehatesmeformakinghim killhis

ownbrother.

Bee:Nanahedoesn'thateyou.

Me:Jastillpleasedon'ttellhim.

Bee:OK.

ItsbeenaweeksinceIcamehere,I'vesent

outmyCVeverywhereandIalreadyhavean

interview.Icalledmeloandtoldheram

homeandsheinvitedmeoverherhouse

today.Sogotanuberandarrivedin20

minutesandImustsayit'sanicehouse.I



knockedandsheopened,Igotsoshocked

whenIsawtheredhair.

Melo:(huggingme)Melu,Imissedyouso

much.

Me:Imissedyoutoochocolatepop.

Sheledmeinside,wecookedtalked,

laughedliketheoldtimes.WecriedwhenI

toldheraboutRob.

Me:enoughwiththetears,Imustsayyou

lookamazing,likeyouhaveabitofaglow

aboutyou.

Her:(lookingdown)uhm wellam pregnant.

Me:ohmyGodreally?

Her:Yep

Me:(huggingher)ohmyGod

congratulations,youaregoingtobeagreat



mommy.

Her:Ihope

Me:ohcomeyou'vealwayswantedtobea

mothersoyou'llbegreat.Youdeserve

this,youareanamazingpersonsothat

babywillbesoluckytohaveyou.

Her:thankyou,andyou'llbeagreataunt.

Me:JaauntBbetterwatchoutam coming

forthatbestauntythrone.

WelaugheduntilInoticeditwasgetting

late.

Me:Ihavetogo

Her:letmedriveyou.

Me:noIalreadygotanuber.

MyubershowedupandIgotin,thedriver

waswearingahoodie,Ijustfocusedonmy



phone.

*

*

*

Sindi'sPOV

*

*

*

MynameisSindiswakhozaIam 26and

untilrecentlyIwasworkingforLwazi,I

workedforthatbastardforfouryears.He

tookmyvirginityandtreatedmelikeIdidn't

matterevenaftermymiscarriage.WhenI

waspregnantIthoughthewouldmarryme

butheneverdid.Iwaitedforhim togetit

together.ThenIheardabouthim marrying



somestrangerIwassohurtbuthedidn't

evencareaboutmyfeelings.Lwaziwas

alwaysmeanttobemineevenhe'sfather

guaranteedit,Ievensleptwiththatoldman.

Butnowthey'veallturnedtheirbacks

againstme,soIplottedmyrevenge.

HonestlywhenLwazitoldmethatthewife

waspregnantitdrovemeoverthe

edge,thenhedaressendmeawaysohe

canplayhappyfamilies.SoI'lltaketheone

thinghelovesthemost,hisnewwifeand

child.SoI'vebeenwatchingthem fora

weekandIknowLwaziwillbehomelate

becausehehasameetinginStellenbosch.I

sawthewifecomeinawhileago.Inoticed

acaroutsidetheirhouse,soIcheckeditout.

Driver:areyoumeluthando?

Me:sure,heyIchangedmymindaboutthe



ridesoyoucanleave.

Driver:whatever

HedroveoffandIparkedmycarinfrontof

theirhouse.Shecameoutacoupleof

minuteslaterandshecamein,didn'teven

bothergreetingrudebitch.Idrovetoanold

warehouseno1uses.

Her:uhm Ithinkyouarelostam goingto

Me:(pointedagunather)shutup!Getout

ofthecar.

Shegotoutandwegotinside.Ichainedher

toachair.

Her:(crying)whoareyou,doyouworkfor

Roberto?

Me:shutup.

Her:(crying)pleasedon'tkillmeam sorry,



pleaseletmego.

Me:Isaidshutup!Ihitherwiththebackof

mygunandshepassedout.

Me:nowlet'sseewhatlwaziisgoingtodo

withouthispreciouswifeandunborn

child(laughing).

Thisisonlythebeginning.

[07/14,19:24]R:Insert22

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterMeluleftIwentforaquickshower

thenclimbedinbedandwatchedTVtillI

fellasleep,IwaswokenupbyLwazikissing

me.



Lwazi:wakeupbaby(kissingme)please.

Me:hmm butam stillsleeping.

Him:don'tmakemetickleyou.

Me:OKam up,Itakeitthemeetingwent

well.

Him:very,howwasyourday?(getting

undressed).

Me:itwasnice,melucameover.

Him:really?

Me:Jawehadfun,Itoldheraboutthe

pregnancy.

Him:ohwhatdidshesay?

Me:shewashappyforme.

Him:that'sgood(nowleftinhisunderwear).

Me:Jaitis(Iwaslookingatthebulge).



Him:(smirking)likewhatyousee?

Me:(swallowedhard)uhm.

Him:youdon'thavetobescareditsallyours.

Hewalkedoverandstartedkissing,thenwe

madeloveallnightlong.Iwaswokenupby

myphoneringing,lwaziwasstillsleeping.

Me:hello

Bee:itsmeNana,didmelusleepoverthere?

Me:Melu!?

Bee:yesshedidn'tcomehomelastnight,

shehasaninterviewtodaysoam worried.

Me:(yawning)noshedidn'tsleephere,

ohwauntyyouknowmeluhasalwaysbeen

wildsoshe'sprobablywithfriends.

Bee:nomychildsomethingiswrongIjust

knowit.



Me:likeIsaidshe'sprobablyfine,stop

worrying,Meluisabiggirlshecantake

careofherself.

ShedroppedthecallandItookashower

andleft,Ididn'twanttowakeLwaziup.

DuringthedaymyhusbanddemandedI

bringhim lunchsincewedidn'thave

breakfasttogether,honestlythingshave

beengreatbetweenus.Hetoldmehefired

thesindigirlandthathisnewassistantisa

guy,he'sseriousaboutchangingIguess..Dr

LwantedtotalkbutIblewheroffanddrove

toseemyhusband.Iarrivedbutno1wasat

theassistant'sdesksoIjustwentin.

Me:heyhusband

Him:heywifey(hecameandkissedme).

Me:yournewassistantsuckshe'snotathis

desk.



Him:givetheguyabreakheworkshard.

Weateourlunchthenwewereabouttodo

thingswhenaknockdisturbedus.

Lwazi:fuck!

Me:(laughing)justopenit.

HegotupandopeneditandIgotthe

biggestshockofmylifewhenIsawwhoit

was.

Me:Alec

Lwazi:youknowhim?

MeandAlec:yes

Me:heusedtodatemysisterinhighschool.

Alec:Ja,uhm MrDlaminiherearethefiles

youaskedfor.(hegavethem toLwazithem

quicklywalkedout).

Lwazi:yousureyougood?



Me:uhm JaIjustneedtogobacktowork

that'sall.(Ikissedhim andwalkedout

withoutlookingatAlec).

IhaveafeelingAlec'sreturnwillopenanew

canofworms,butLwazican'tknowabout

whatIdid,we'rejustinagreatplaceandI

don'twanttoruinit.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwokeupinsomuchpain,am stillhereGod

Iwashopingthiswasanightmare.Iguess



Robfoundmeandistryingtopunishme.

Shewalkedincarryingplastics.

Her:timetoeat

Me:whoareyou,where'sRob?

Her:whatthefuckisaRob?

Me:Robertoyourboss.

Her:mywhat,yeyyoutalktoomuchIdon't

knowaRob.

Me:thenwhosentyou?

Her:Isentme,nowshutupyoutalktoo

much.Nowyouneedtoeat,husbymustbe

soworriedaboutyou.

Me:husby!?

Her:shutup!

Me:sorry.

Her:itsimportantyoueat,youneedtofeed



mybaby.That'srightwhenyougivebirthI'll

takethatbabyandraiseitwithyour

husband.He'llbeheartbrokentolearnthat

youaremissingatfirstbuthe'llgetoverit

andI'lllieandtellhim am pregnantwithhis

baby,he'llforgetallaboutyouthenhe'lllove

meagain.

Me:whatbaby?am notpregnant.

Her:shutup(shepunchedme)youtalktoo

much,wonderwhatLwazisawin

you,doesn'tmatternowhe'llbemine.No

foodforyoutodayyou'vebeennaughty.

Shewalkedout.Whatthefuckwasshe

ramblingaboutandifshe'snotworkingfor

Robthenwhothefuckissheandhowis

Lwaziinvolved.AllIknowisIcan'tcatcha

break,likehowmuchhellcanonegirltake

anyway.



[07/14,19:25]R:Insert23

Sindi'sPOV

*

*

*

Nxadum bitchruinedmymood.SoI

decidedtodrivebylwazi'soffice,Iwantedto

seehowhe'sdoingseeingthatIhavehis

wife.WhenIarrivedInoticedthatsomeone

wasalreadyinmydesk.

Him:goodafternoonmiss,howcanIhelp

you?

Me:isLwaziin?

Him:doyouhaveanappointmentwithMr

Dlamini?

Me:doyouhaveabrain?



Him:excuseme!

Me:youheardme,youknowthatyouare

sittinginmydeskright!Sofuckoff.

Ibargedinlwazi'sofficeandhisnewminion

followed.

Him:am sorryboss,Itriedtostopher.

Lwazi:itsOKAlecyoucango.

HewalkedoutandIsatdown.

Lwazi:whatdoyouwantsindi?

Me:damnnotevenahello.

Lwazi:am serioussindi(hewasgetting

angry).

Me:ncowwwIforgothowsexyyouare

whenyougetangry.OKokenoughwiththe

games,Ithoughtaboutwhatyousaidand

honestlyyouwereright,Ineedtomoveon



withmylifesoam heretomakepeacewith

you.

Lwazi:really?

Me:yesIrealiseInevermadeyouhappy,I

loveyouenoughtosetyoufree.

Lwazi:ok

Me:Jasotruce

Him:truce

Me:okthenletmeloveandleaveyou

toodles.

Imustsayforsomeonewhohasamissing

wifehe'sprettycalm,guesshedoesn'treally

careabouther.Anywayphaseoneis

complete,makingsuream notasuspect.

OnmywayoutIbumpedintothatmoron

Steve.



Me:God!watchwhereyouaregoingidiot.

Him:yourmommaisanidotforgivingbirth

toadisasterlikeyou.

Islappedhim,helaughed.

Steve:damnIseeyoustillhavethosebig

assmanhands,whatdoggyforgotgether

shots.

Me:fuckyouSteve.

Him:notevenonmyworstdayDarling.

Me:mxxm(Iwalkedaway).

Him:(yelling)whoofwhoofgodoggy

go,goodgirl.

Stevecanreallyruinyourmood.

*

*

*



Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Idon'tknowwhatsindiwasonaboutandI

justdon'tcare.Stevewalkedin.

Me:whatwasthatnoiseabout?

Steve:nahIwasjustplayingwithyourpet.

Me:(laughing)mxxm.

Him:whywasithere?Ithoughtyoufiredit.

Me:Idid,shewasheretomakepeace.

Him:ohpleasetellmeyoudidn'tbuythat

bull.

Me:notreally,Ijustwanthertogetoffmy

back.



Him:justwatchout,Idon'ttrustthatone

she'sprobablyuptosomething.

Me:maybebutIdon'thavetimeforher,I

justwanttofocusonmyfamily,speakingof

whichIshouldgohomesoon.

Him:Igotyou,enjoythewife.

Me:planto.

IfinishedworkinganddrovehomeIgot

somefoodonmyway.Igothomeand

foundmywifesittinginthelivingroom with

acryingauntB.

Me:iseverythingok?

Zintle:nobabemyauntisconvincedmelu

ismissing.

AuntB:sheismeloIjustknowsomethingis

notrightIcanfeelit.



Me:okslowdown,whatmakesyouthink

she'smissing?

Bee:wellshedidn'tcomehomelastnight,

andshedidn'tshowupforherinterview

todayandIknowshewouldn'tjustgo

becauseshewasexcited.Shetoldme

aboutthisRobguyandshesaidhe's

dangerous.

Zintle:stopworryingyourselfauntymeluis

fine.

Bee:noshe'snot,Icanfeelit.Youknow

whatI'lllookforhermyself.

Shestormedout.

Me:babe!

Zee:what?She'soverreacting,am goingto

bedam waitingforafootmassage.

Me:okbabe,Ijustneedtomakeacall.



Shetookthefoodandwentupstairs,

somethingdoesn'tfeelright.SoIcalledTT.

TT:yeboboss

Me:JaTT,youneedtodomeafavour.

TT:anythingboss.

Me:Iwantyoutolookformelu.

TT:shoboss

Me:JaandcheckifthisisconnectedtoRob.

TT:shoboss.

Ihungupandmademywayupstairs.

Somethingfeelsoff,thisisalittle

armature,BesideswhywouldRobrisk

everythingbycomingtomyterritory.

[07/14,19:25]R:Insert24

Melu'sPOV

*



*

*

Itsbeenabouttwoweekssincethiscrazy

capturedme.Ithinkshethinksam mysister,

soI'vebeenplayingalongwithher

craziness.She'satleastmovedmoretoa

room withabedandabathroom,butam

stillchainedbyfoot.Icanatleasttake

showerseventhoughthewateriscold.She

cameinholdingplastics,she'slivinghere

withme.

Me:Ineedaheater.

Her:forwhat?

Me:am cold,that'snotgoodforthebaby.

Her:urgwhateverI'llgetoneforyou.(she

rantothebathroom holdinghermouth).

Me:areyouOK?



Shecameout.

Her:Jawhydoyoucare?

Me:Imeanwearebasicallylivingtogether

soIcare,ifyounotOKthenIwon'tbeable

toeat.

Her:whatever

Me:whatyourname?

Her:(shedishedupthenpushedthetin

plateovertome)Sindi,why?

Me:Ijustwanttoknowthenameofthe

motherofmychild.

Wecountinedtalking,Icouldtellshewas

uneasybutshekeptontalking.Inoticed

thatshekeptthekeysinherbackpocket.

Her:letmegoandgetthatheateritreallyis

coldhere.



Me:ok

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Soitscomfiredmeluisreallymissing.I

knowitsnotRobbecausehe'sbeeninItaly

thewholetimeandnonofhisguyswere

spottedhere.

TTcalledme.

Me:TTwhatdoyouhave.

TT:Ifoundfootagefrom yourstreet,am

sendingityourightnow.



Me:JaIjustgotit,waitthat'ssinditalking

tothedriverandmelugotinhercar.Fuck

TTmeetmeatsindi'splace.

TT:yesboss

Me:bringsomeguys.

TT:yessir.

Igotmykeysanddrovelikeamaniac.

WhenIgotthereTTandtheboyswere

alreadythere.

Me:whereisshe?

TT:theplaceisclearboss.

Me:andtheneighbours?

TT:theyhaven'tseenherinweeks,butwe

trackedhercar.

Me:and?

TT:wefounditbut.



Me:butwhatTT?Speak!

TT:wehadtogetsomehelpfrom your

father.

Me:whatever,let'sgo.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Shecamebackwithanelectricheaterthen

sheleft.Itooktheheaterthenputasheetin

oneofthebarsanditburn,therewasafire

thenIlaidonthefloorandpretendedtobe

passedout.Shecameinrunningandtried



toputthefireoutjustthenItrippedherand

hitherwiththeheaterandshefellandI

tookthekeysandunchainedmyself.Itried

torunthesheshotmeinmyleg.Thena

bunchofguyswithgunscamein,theytook

sindi'sgun.LwaziandTTwithMrDlamini

walkedin.Lwaziattackedmewithahugso

didTT,IwasscreamingbecauseIwasin

pain.Lwazitookagunandarmeditatsindi

whowasalreadyintears.

Me:stop!

Lwazi:why?Shekidnappedyouandjust

shotyou.

Me:thenwe'llgetherarrested.

Sindi:Jalistentoher,besidesam pregnant.

Lwazi:bullshitwealwaysusedprotection.

Sindi:itsnotyours,itsyours(lookingatMr



Dlamini)soyoucan'tkillme.

Lwaziloweredhisgunandlookedathis

father.

Lwazi:isittruepopsdidyousleepwithher.

MrDlamini:youdon'tquestionme

boy,besidesyouneverlovedhersowhydo

youcare?

Lwazi:what,sheyoungenoughtobeyour

daughter.Whatwillmom say?

MrDlamini:nothing(hetookthegunfrom

lwaziandshotsindi).

MrDlamini:somebodycleanthatshitup.

Hewalkedout,andTTandLwazicarried

metothecaranddrovetothehospital.

Me:sowearejustnotgonnasayanything

aboutwhatjusthappenedback



there?(silence)Iguessnot.

[07/14,19:25]R:Insert25

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

WearrivedatthehospitalandMelugot

admitted.Iwenttocheckonher.

Me:hey,areyouholdingup?

Melu:JaIam,youcan'tkeeponsavingme.

Me:thendon'tbesosavable.

Her:hey!(shehitmyshoulder)

Me:am kidding

Her:JaIknow,Ijustneedtostopattracting

psychos.



Me:don'tworryI'llalwaysprotectyou.

Welookedateachotherforamomentuntil

TTclearedhisthroat.

TT:everythinggoodhere?

Us:Ja

TT:wellthewifehasbeenlookingforyou.

Me:shitIhavetogetgoing.

Melu:Igotyou.

WiththatIdrovehome.WhenIarrivedat

homeZintlethrewaplateatme.

Me:whatthefuck!

Zee:wherearecomingfrom thishour?

Me:Ican'tdealwithyouwhenyouareacting

crazy,am goingtosleep.(shethrewanother

one)Zintlestopit.

Zee:(screaming)Iaskedyouaquestion



goddammit!

Me:andIsaidSTOp.JESUSCHRISTIWAS

RESCUINGYOURFUCKINGSISTER,SHE

COULDHAVEDIED.

Zee:what,wereyoutwofucking?

Me:(walkingcloser)ISAIDSTOP,NOW

DON'TYOUEVERIMEANEVERTRYTO

GETPHYSICALWITHMEORYOUWON'T

LIKEMYRESPONSE,NOW ISAIDAM

GOINGTOSLEEP.

Zee:but

Me:Butnothingam sickofyouactinglikea

jealousbaby,IchoseyouZintleYounotyour

sisterYOU,sostopquestioningmyloveor

I'llhavetoproveyouright.Nowam goingto

bedandyou'resleepinginthespare

bedroom tonight.



*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterLwazileftTTandtalkedthewhole

nighthesleptonachair.

Me:heywakeywakeysleepyhead

TT:ouchmypoorback.

Me:ohwstopbeingababy.

TT:am gonnagetbreakfast,Iheard

hospitalfoodsucks.

Me:ok,am gonnatakeashower.



TT:shouldIgetanurse?

Me:don'tbesillysheonlyshotoneleg.

TTleftandItookalongshowerthengot

dressedinmyhospitalgown,whenIwalked

backintheroom IgotsuchafrightwhenI

sawMrDlamini.

Him:oham sorrytojustdropbywithout

warning.

Me:itsok,howcanIhelpyou?

Him:Ijustwantedtomakesurewehadan

understandingaboutlastnight.

Me:Ididn'tseeanything,Iwasatafriends

houseandIgotshotonmywayhomeby

somethugs.That'sthestoryam tellingthe

cops.

Him:goodgirl,Iwouldn'twanttodowhatI

didtohertoyou.



Me:areyouthreateningme?

Him:littlegirlIdon'tmakethreats.

Me:andoldmanIam notscaredofyou.

HeglaredatmeandIdidn'tbackdown.

Him:(laughed)IknewIlikedyou.Hey

maybeLwazididmakethewrongchoice

withyoursister.

HewalkedoutandIfinallybreathedthat

manscaresthelivingshitoutofme.

TT:heyareyouok?

Me:nopethebigguyjustbasically

threatenedme.

TT:hedid,andwhatdidyoudo?

Me:Ibluffedmyassoffandtoldhim am not

afraidofhim.

TT:(laughing)really?



Me:don'tlaughIalmostpeedmyself.

TT:nowonder,no1talkstothegenerallike

that.

Me:mxm justgivememyfood.

TT:comeandgetitbadass.

Me:comeonTTmyleghurts,see.

TT:ohnowyouareacrybaby,youarecrazy

myfriend.

Wesatandateandlaughed.Myauntand

dadcametoseeme.

[07/14,19:25]R:Insert26

Melo'sPOV

*



*

*

Lwazileftmestandingthere,soIjustpicked

upabroom andstartedsweeping.TruthisI

knowLwazihasbeenfaithfultome,Ijust

behavedlikethatbecauseofwhatIdid.

TodayIwenttoseeLwaziinhisofficesince

he'sbeensobusylately,whenIshowedup

hewasn'tthere.AlecandIendedupeating

thelunchIbroughtforLwazi.Heendedup

catchingupabouttheoldtimesthenoutof

nowherewekissedwellhekissedmeandI

responded.AfterthekissIrushedhome

andwaitedforLwazi,maybeIwantedto

believethathewascheatingonmesoI

won'tfeelasguiltyaboutthekiss.Sowhen

hementionedMelu'snameIlostit,Iknow

mysisterwouldneverdothattomebutold



myinsecuritiescrepedbackin.After

cleaningupIwenttosleep,Idecidedtogive

Lwazispace.Iwokeupreallyearlytoday

andmadeLwazibreakfast.

Me:heyImadeyoubreakfast

Him:thanks

Me:am sorryaboutlastnight.

Him:itsfineIjustdon'tlikeitwhenyou

questionmylove,yesI'vedoneyouwrongin

thepastbutwhenIsaidIwouldn'thurtyouI

meantit.

Me:(Iwascryingalittlebit,myguiltwas

consumingme)IknowandI'llneverdothat

again.

Him:goodnowcomehereandgivemea

kiss.

Me:uhm IneedtobrushmyteethandIhave



togetreadyforwork.

Irushedtothebathroom andgotready.

WhenIcameoutLwaziwasstillinbed.

Me:hayboaren'tyougoingtowork?

Him:noam gonnaworkfrom home

today,comeandsleepnexttomedon'tgo

towork.

Me:uhm nopesomeofusarenotCEO'sof

bigacooperation,westillneedtowork.

Him:fairenough

Iwentoverandkissedhim anddroveto

work.AtworkIkeptongettingintense

headachessoIdecidedtoleaveearly,DrL

stillwantedtotalktomeforsomereason

butIignoredherandleft.WhenIgothome

onmywayinsideandbumpedintoAlec.

Me:ohsorry



Him:noam sorry,Ishouldhavelooked

whereIwasgoing.

Me:noitsOK

Him:sohowareyoufeeling,aboutthekissI

mean?

Me:howam IsupposetofeelAlec,am a

marriedwomanwhatIdidwaswrong.

Him:Ididn'taskifitwaswrongorrightI

askedyouhowyoufelt.

Icouldn'tanswerhim,truthbetoldIloved

thekissitmademefeellovedandsecure.I

lovedAlechewasmyfirstlovetheguywho

tookmyinnocence,soIstilllovedhim

maybealittlemorethanLwazi.

Me:uhm Ididn'tfeelanything,Ididn'tlikeit

atall.

Him:really?



Me:yes

Him:OK(heleanedoverandkissedmeand

Ikissedhim back)forsomeonewhodidn't

likethatkissyousureareenjoyingit.

Hegotithiscarandleft,Iquicklygotinside

andclosedthedoorclosingmyeyes.

Lwazi:heyareyouok?

Me:uhm yesIjusthaveahorribleheadache,

Ineedtosleep.

Him:OK,wouldyoulikeasnack.?

Me:no,justalotofsleep.

Ikissedhishim andrushedupstairs.What

am Idoing.

*

*

*



Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

AftermyfamilyleftthedoctortoldmeIwas

gettingdischargedtommorow.TThasbeen

bymysidethewholetime.

Me:youcan'tkeepsleepinginthatchair.

TT:am asoldiersoam good.

Me:OKG.IJoe

TT:hey!(hethrewapillowatme)

Me:(laughing)okam sorry,come(tapping

thespacethetome)let'swatchamovieor

something.

TT:mychoice

Me:noway,youroptionssuck.



TT:soIguesshe'llbewatchingthosechick

things.

Me:ohstopbeingababy,besidesIlike

horror.

TT:really!

Me:yesam tougherthanwhatIlooklike.

TT:(laughing)mxxm oktoughcookie

Me:youknowI'veneverseenyoulaughin

Italy.

TT:Iwasonamission

Me:Igotyou.

Wewatchedthemovieandhalfwaythrough

Iwouldclosemyeyes,Iwassoscared.I

heldTT'sarm.

TT:OKnowyou'rebeingababyitsnotthat

bad.



Me:mxxm easyforyousupersoldier.

TT:youseenow(hestartedticklingme)

Me:(IwaslaughingIwascrying)oksorry

sorry.

TT:notforgiven

Me:(madepuppyface)ncowwwwhatdoI

needtodo?

TT:nothing

Me:ncowwwTTwhenyouaremadmyleg

startstohurt.Seeouchouch.

TT:okforgiven,youlooksoadorablewhen

youareacting.

Me:heyam notadorable

TT:yesyouare(hesaidremovingahair

from myface,helookedatmethenhe

kissedmeandIresponded).



Me:woow

TT:am sorry.

Ikissedhim whilehewastalking.Afterthat

makeoutsessionIsleptonhischest.When

IwokeupTTwasnotnexttome.

Me:greatheranaway.

TT:(holdingtwocups)areyoutalkingto

yourselfnow,maybesindialsoshotyouin

thehead.

Me:mxm Ithoughtyouranaway.

TT:whywouldI?

Me:lastnight

TT:noIwenttogetcoffee,besidesIliked

whathappenedIwouldneverrun.

JustthenAnitawalledin.

Anita:ohmyGodbabeyouraunttoldme



youweremissing,Igotonthefirstflight

home(shehuggedmecrying)

Me:uhm that'sok.

Anita:whathappenedtoyourleg?

Me:acrazybitchshotme,butam cool.

Anita:ok(lookingatTT)hey.

TT:hey

Anita:(crying)am sorryaboutnotcoming

withyouIwasscaredbutIloveyou

ThomasIloveyou,Iwanttogrowoldwith

you,Iwanttohavebabieswithyou(rubbing

hertummy)

TT:youare?

Anita:yes(sheattackedhim withahug).

TTwaslookingatmewhilehuggingAnita.

Storyofmyfuckinglife,everyoneIwantis



unavailable.Ishouldjustbeanunonceand

forall.

[07/14,19:25]R:Insert27

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

SoTTandAnitahelpedmewithmystuff.

Anita:letmegotothebathroom first.

Me:coolwe'llwaitforyouinthecar.

Anita:ok

TTandIsatinthecarinawkwardsilence.

TT:am sorry

Me:forwhat,youdidn'tdoanythingwrongI

kissedyouknowingyouwereAnita's



boyfriend.

TT:Ijustdidn'tknowthatshewouldcome

back.

Me:wellshedid,solet'sjustmoveon.

Anitacamebackandtheydrovemehome.

AuntB:ohmybaby,youmustbesohungry

letmemakeyousomefood.Whatwould

youlike,noI'llmakeyoueverything.

Me:auntypleaserelax,besidesallIwantto

doisrest.

AuntBee:OK

Me:Iloveyouaunty

Her:IloveyoutooNana.

ItsbeenaboutamonthsinceI'vebeen

dischargedfrom thehospital.I'vebeen

goingtointerviewsandIfinallygotacall



from oneoftherestaurantssayingIgotthe

job.SoIinvitedanitaandmelooverfora

littlecelebration,Imustsayshe'sbeena

littlealittledistant.Icalledherfirst.

Me:heymelzareyougood?

Melo:JaI'vejustbeenalittlebusythat's

all,sowhat'sup?

Me:ImissyousoIwantyoutocomeover

foralittlesleepover,auntBisawaywitha

churchconference.

Melo:I'llhavetoasklwazifirstbutthatfeels

likeagreatidea.

Me:greatseeyoutonight.

ItextedAnitaandshesaidshe'salso

coming.IgotallthesnacksseeingI'llbe

surroundedbypregnantgirlsandIgot

myselfwine.MeloarrivedfirstthenAnita,



weatesomesnacksandtalked.Anita

grabbedmyglassofwineanddrankit.

Me:andthen?

Anita:what!?

Me:youaredrinking,youarepregnant

remember!?

Anita:confessiontime,Iwasneverpregnant.

Me:what!,doesTTknow?

Anita:fuckno,ImeanIthoughtIwas

pregnantthenwhenIfoundoutIwasn'tI

fakedamiscarriage.

Me:what!,whoareyou?

Anita:what!Itwaseasiertoliethantellhim

thetruth,besideswe'vebeenhavingalotof

unprotectedsexam boundtogetpregnant

soonerorlater.



Me:wowthat'ssofuckedup,anyway

speakingofpregnanciesIseeyouare

startingtoshow.

Melo:Jaam gettingfat.

Me:nonsense,youmydarlingareglowing.

Anita:Jahubbymustbealloverthat.

Melo:notreally,we'vebeenabitofflately.

Me:oh,what'sup!?

Melo:promiseyouwon'tgetmad.

Me:why?

Melo:justpromise

Me:fineIpromise

Melo:wellAlecisbackandhe'sworking

Lwazi.

Anita:waitAlecasinlikeyourexboyfriend

thatyou(pointingatmelo)fucked.



Me:whywouldIgetmad?

Melo:wellIhaven'ttoldyoueverything.

Anita:wellspititout.

Melo:Ikissedhim.

Me:what!Why?

Melo:wellI'vekissedhim acoupleoftimes.

Me:ItakeLwazidoesn'tknow.

Melo:ofcoursenot,theworstpartisthatI

likeit,IthinkIlovehim melu.

Me:youdon'tlovehim,you'veneverloved

Aleche'salwaysbeenaninfatuationforyou

acommoncrush.

Melo:fuckoff

Me:noam seriousIknowyou,youliketo

ruinallyournicethings,rememberwhenwe

werekidsyouhadthisbeautifuldressyou



lovedsomuch,rememberwhenitwas

gettingsmallanddadwantedtothrowit

awayandyouworeitandspilledtomatoe

sauceonitandyouplayedinthemudand

youcaughtinsisMavis'sfence.Thedress

wasruined,youwouldrathermessupthe

dressthanloseit,it'scrazybutitstrueand

Lwaziisthedressinthissituation.

Melo:Irememberhowmaddaddywasthat

day.

Me:onlytimeheeverdesciplnedyou,but

seriouslysisstopactingnutsandleavethis

wholeAlecsituationbehind,he'snotworth

youlosingyourfamily.

Melo:guessyou'reright

Me:Iknowam right,andyouneedtotellTT

thetruthbeforehefindsout.



Anita:who'sgonnatellhim?

Me:(throwingmyhandsup)hayiIgive

up,forasinglepersonIsureknowalotof

relationshipdrama.

Wetalkedforhoursthenwefellasleep.In

themorningeveryonewenthome,talk

aboutagirlsnight.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwenthomeandfoundlwazisittinginthe

couch.



Him:hey,howwasgirlsnight?

Ijustattackedhim withakiss.

Me:am sorryforbeingabitchlately.

Him:whatyouabitch!Never!

Me:comeonam beingserious,whatever

phaseIwasthroughisovernow.

Him:itsokbaby,Ijustfigureditwasthe

hormones.

Me:youwhatyou'rerightlet'sblameiton

thebaby.

Him:don'tblamemyinnocentbabyforthat.

Me:innocent,yooIhaveavultureinside

me,am alwayshungryandtired.

Him:don'tworryit'llbeoversoon,andwe'll

holdourbabyandbeafamily.

Me:JaIknow,Iloveyoubabydaddy



Him:Iloveyoutoobabymamma

[07/14,19:26]R:Insert28

Lwazi'sPOV
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AfterthewholeapologymywifeandIwent

upstairsandtookanotsoinnocentshower

together.Am notstupidIdidnotice

somethingoffaboutZintlelatelybutIdidn't

payanyattentiontoit.Iwokeearlyand

madeherbreakfast,she'sbeensuffering

from theseintenseheadacheslatelyand

am startingtogetworried.

Me:morninghoneybun.

Her:hey



Me:sohowarefeelingtoday?

Her:am trying

Me:youneedtotalktoadoctor.

Her:babeIam adoctor,wellalmost.

Me:youknowwhattheysayaboutdoctors

Her:Jathey'retheworstpatients

Me:exactly,sopleaseseeadoctor.Ihave

togetreadyforwork.

Ifinishedmyhygieneprocessthendroveto

work.Iworkedmyselflikeahorsethen

lunchtimeStevesuggestedwegoout,so

wedid.

Steve:sohowatethingswithwifey?

Me:goodIsuppose,heyStevelet'sgoback

toworklunchtimeisalmostover.

Steve:comeonyou'rethebosslet'sstaya



while.

Me:nahyoucanstaybutIneedtogo.

OnmywaybacktotheofficeIdecidedto

getmybabysometoys,Iknowitssillybut

am excited.WhenIgottotheofficeI

noticedthatAlecwasnotathisdesk,whenI

walkedovermyofficemydoorwasabit

openedandpeopleseemedtobearguing.

WhenIpeekedthroughthedooritwas

ZintleandAlec,IwantedtostopitthenI

heardAlecsayinghelovedZintle.

Zintle:youcan'tAlec,whatwedidwasa

mistake.Lwazican'tneverfindoutwe

kissed.

Alec:comeonIknowyoulovemeandIlove

youtoo.

Zintle:Idid,youweremyfirstsoyou'll



alwayshaveaspecialplaceinmyheart.

TheycontinuedtalkingandthenIheard

them kissing.Mybloodwasboiling,Iknew

ifIwentinIwouldkillthem bothsoIjust

walkedaway.Iwenttothepubandgot

superdrunk,Zintlekeptoncallingmeandi

keptignoringher.IgotsodrunkIactually

gotkickedout.Theytookmycarkeysand

calledmeacab.

Driver:okmanwheredoyoulive?

Me:nowhere,justtakemetoseemytrue

love.

Driver:okwheredoesshelive.?

HedrovemearounduntilIarrivedataunt

Bee'shouse.Igotoutandstumbledmyway

tothedoorandknockedlikeacrazyperson.

MelufinallyopenedandIfellinherarms.



Melu:Lwazi,whyareyouhere?

Me:(crying)sheliedtomeMelushelied,I

triedtoloveherbutshestilllied.

Melu:who?...Comeinside.

ShedraggedmeinsideandIfellonthe

couch.

Me:she'salier.

Her:who?

Me:yoursistershe'sadirtylie,maybeI

deserveit.

Melu:oktrysleeping.

Me:Idon'twanttosleepIwanttokillthem.

Her:let'snotkillanyonetonight.Comeon

sleep.

Me:noooo(thenIblackedout).

Iwokeupwiththeworsthangover.



Melu:morning

Me:Ja(shehandedmeaglasswithsome

greenstuff)what'sthis?

Her:itsgoodforyourhangover,nowdrinkup

andtakeashoweryoustink.

Me:comeonam notthatbad.

Her:uhm yousmelllikeabrewery,nowgo

showerandthencomehavebreakfast,be

quickIhavetogotowork.

Itookaquickshowerandgotdressedin

yesterday'sclothes.Breakfastlooked

amazing.

Me:wowallofthisforme,whythankyou

madam.

Melu:ohshutup,it'salsoforauntbee,she's

comingbacktoday.



Me:stillthankyou.

Her:doyouwanttotalkabout?

Me:notreally.

WeateuntilMeluhadtogotoworksoI

calledTTtopickmeup.

Me:TTcouldyougopickupmycaratthe

pub.

TT:shothingboss.

*

*

*

Melo'sPOV

*

*

*



YesterdayIdecidedtosurpriseLwaziwith

lunch,hewasn'tinthenAlecwantedtotalk,I

triedtobreakitoffwithhim buthemadeit

sodifficultforme,wehadourlastkissandI

left.OnmywaybacktothehospitalIfell

asleepwhiledrivingandgotinalittle

accident.Ididn'tgethurtbutItriedcalling

Lwazibuthedidn'trespond.WhenIwent

homehestilldidn'tcomeback,thenhe

cameinthismorning.

Me:goodmorningtoyoutoo.

Hejustignoredmeandgothimselfcoffee.

Me:areyoukiddingme,youdon'tsleep

homelastnightbutyouaretheangryone.

YaziLwaziIthoughtyousaidyouchanged

yousaidyouwouldn'tdothisagain.

HestartinggoingupstairsandIfollowed

him.



Me:doyouevencareaboutthefactIwasin

acaraccidentyesterday.

Heslowlystoppedandlookedatme.

Him:ismybabyok?

Me:Jathebabyisfine

Him:good(hestartedwalkingawayagain).

Me:whataboutme!?

Him:whataboutyou!Am goingtosleep,

don'tfollowme.

What'shisproblem.

[07/14,19:26]R:Insert29

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*



Iwokeupearlythenextmorningandmade

mywaytowork,thelastthingIwanttodois

lookatherface.AfterawhileAlecshowed

up.

Alec:wouldyoulikesomecoffeeSir?

Me:nothankyou.

Alec:OKSir(heWalkerout).

Ittookalotofrestraintformetonotkill

him withmybarehandsinthatmoment.

Afteranhourhecamebackin.

Alec:SirMrnadooiiswaitingforyouinthe

boardroom.

Me:ok,heyAlec.

Alec:yesSir.

Me:doyouwanttotellmesomething?

Alec:uhm noSir,whydoyouask?



Me:norealreasonIjustlikehonesty,Ifindit

easiertoforgivesomeoneiftheytellthe

truth.Don'tyouhatethievesAlec.?

Alec:uhm IdoSir.

Me:Good,soyouwouldneverstealfrom

mewouldyouAlec?

Him:nonononeverSir,IneedthisjobsoI

wouldneverstealfrom youSir.

Me:hmm interesting,that'llbeallAlectell

MrNadooiI'llbewithhim shortly.

Alec:uhm okSir(hetrippedandfellonhis

wayout).

Me:youokAlec?

Him:yesyesSir(hegotupandpractically

ranouttheroom).

AftermymeetingIwasinmyofficewhen



Stevecameinwithfood.

Steve:yougood?

Me:Jawhy?

Him:youseem tense.

Me:naham cool,orIwillbesoon(myphone

ranganditwasZintlesoIignoredit).

Steve:damntroubleinParadise?

Ijustglaredathim.

Steve:geezam sorry,youareabittense

todayletmego.

Istayedatworklate,lastthingIwanttodo

isseeherface.Butshekeptoncalling

me,soIdecidedtofinallygohome.WhenI

gottheremywholefamilywasthere.

Mom:hayiLwaziwherewereyou?

Me:work.



Isatdown.

Mom:thislate,noLwazimarnyoucan'tact

likethis,you'remarriedyoucan'ttreatZintle

likethis.

Dad:yesboyyoujustapologisedtoherbut

you'vealreadygonebacktoyouroldways.

Zintlewasjustsittingthereactingall

innocentasusual.

Mom:JamarnZintleisagoodgirlshe

doesn'tdeservethis.

Me:(thatsentmeovertheedge)GOOD

GIRL!AREYOUFUCKINGKIDDINGME?

Dad:loweryourvoiceboy.

Me:NOIWON'TTHISISMYHOUSE,AND

THATLITTLEWHOREISFARFROM BEING

AGOODGIRL,DIDYOUTELLTHEM HUH

ZINTLEDIDYOUTELLYOURDEFENDERS



WHATYOUDID.

Zintle:(calmly)pleasesitdownLwazi.

Me:NoFuckYOu,am notyourdog,annot

yourlittleAlec.

WiththatIranupstairsandgotinmyroom

andjustsatthere.

*

*

*
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Ijustwentcold,everyonewaslookingatme

now.



Nolwazi:whatdidyoudo,who'sAlec?

MIL:justshutupwena.

Nolwazi:Iwasjustasking.

Lwando:uhm Ithinkitstimewegohome.

FIN:am verydisappointedinyoumygirl.

EveryoneleftmeandIjustsatthere.Aftera

whileIgotupandcleanedup,Iwasscared

ofgoingupstairsbutIhadtoeventually.

WhenIopenedthedoorandtheroom was

dark.

Me:(sobbing)am sorrybaby,Iendedit,it

wasamistake.ImeancomeonIforgave

you.

Hegotupandchargedatme,hewas

literally2cm awayfrom myface,healmost

hitme.



Him:youknowthat'snotthesamesituation,

whenIdidthatwewerenotathing.I

realisedmymistakesandapologisedtoyou,

youforgavemewhichmeansyouarenot

allowedtobringitupagain.Ilovedyou

Zintle,Iwaswillingtogiveyouheavena

earth.Whatyoudidwiththatboyis

unforgivable,youliedtome.Youhadno

reasontobutyoudid,thenyoudisrespect

bykissinghim inmyofficeZintle.Thenyou

havetheballstotryandjustifyyouractions

bybringingupmelu.

Me:am sorry.

Him:shutupam notfinished,theonly

reasonyouarenotdeadisbecauseofmy

child.Nowgetoutofthisroom beforeI

changemymind.

Iwalkedoutmyheartwassosore,Ididn't



knowIhurthim thatbad.Hiseyeswereso

cold,itwasgoingtakeawhilebeforehe

forgaveme.Iwenttosleepwithaheavy

heart,Iwokeupearlyanddrovetowork.On

mywaymyheadachegotintense.Ifinally

arrivedatworkandworkedmyrounds,

midwaythroughIstartedsweatingreally

hardandIfeltsuperdizzynextthingIknow

am onthegroundandeveryoneontopof

me.WhenIwokeupIwasinabed,and

doctorLcamein.

DrL:youareawake.

Me:JacanIgohomenow?

DrL:am afraidIcan'tletyoudothat,I've

beentryingtotalktoyouforweeksnow

andyou'vebeenavoidingme.

Me:I'vebeenabitbusy.



DrL:webothknowthat'salie,anyway

rememberwhenItookyourbloodfortests?

Me:yes.

DrL:wellIfoundsomethingbutIneedan

MIRtobesure.

Justthenmywholefamilyandlwazi's

familyenteredwithLwazibehindthem.

Lwazi:Iheardyoucollapsedisthebabyok?

DrL:yesthebabyisfine,butlikeIwastelling

MeloIneedanMIRtobesurethat

everythingisOK.

Daddy:whatisthat.

Me:ascanofthebraindaddy,sowhen?

DrL:immediately.

Shewalkedoutthenmyauntstartedcrying

historically.



Dad:itsthecurseBusiItoldyou.

Bee:shutup,itcan'tbe.

Lwazi:what'sthiscurseyoukeeptalking

about?

Mydad,busi,meluandIlookedateachother.

Lwazi:someonesaysomething.

Mydadandauntwalkedout.
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Soaftermydadandauntwalkedoutthen

lwazi'sfamilyfollowed.

Lwazi:soissomeonegonnasayanything,



comeonZintlewehaveenoughsecrets.

Melo:(crying)whatifitstruemelu,Idon't

wanttolosemybaby.

Me:comeonsweetieyouwon'tloseyour

babyjusttryandcalm down.

Melo:butyousawwhathappenedtoaunt

Bettyandmom,weknowthecurseisreal.

Me:comeonthosearejustcoincidental,

besidesthiswholecurserubbishwasdad's

wayofscaringuswhenwewerekidssowe

wouldn'thavesexitsnotrealmelo.

Melo:whataboutallthewomanfrom

mom'ssideofthefamily,thisshitisreal.

Lwazi:forthelasttimesomeoneexplain

what'sgoingon.

Me:fine,whenwewereyoungourfathertold

usaboutmymom'ssideofthefamilyand



thecursethatfollowsthewomen.

Apparentlyalongtimeagoourgreatgreat

grandfatherwasakingandhadtwo

wives,mygreatgreatgrandmotherwasthe

firstwifeandthekinglovedherdearly,but

shedidn'tbearhim anychildrensoa

secondwifewastakenbutshealsonever

hadchildren.Thenmygreatgreat

grandmothergotpregnantanditwas

foretoldthatshewouldbirthagreatQueen,

thesecondwifegotjealousandwenttoa

whichdoctorgotthefirstwifekilled.The

firstwifeindeeddiedaftergivingbirththen

thesecondwifegotexecutedforherevil

crimes.Problem withthatiseventhough

theevilQueendiedthecurseremained,so

whenmygreatgrandmothergavebirthto

mygrandmothershepassedawaythenso

didourgrandmotherwithourmotherthen



ourmotherwithus,myauntBettywhom

wascousinswithourmotherdiedonher

waytothehospitaltogivebirth.

Lwazi:wowthat'salot.

Melo:Janowimaginegrowingupknowing

that.

Me:butinorderforallofthistobetrueyou

wouldhavetobepregnantwithagirl,you

couldbepregnantwithaboy.

Melo:Iknowam gonnadiesoonIcanfeelit.

Me:stopit,wedon'tknowanythingyet.

DrLcameandtookherforthescansand

testswewereallsittinginthewaitingarea.

Lwazi:canthecursebebroken?

MrsDlamini:whatcurse?

Dad:youtoldhim?



Me:Ihadtothat'shiswifeandchild.

Dad:Ialwaysforgethowstupidyouare

sometimes.

JustthenAleccameinrunning.

Alec:whereisshe?

Me:areyoukiddingmerightnow,getoutof

here.

Alec:no,IlovehermeluyouknowIdo.

Me:whatIknowrightnowisyou'reaboutto

dieifyoudon'tgetout.

Alec:NoIrefuse

Lwazi:Alecwhyareprovokingmerightnow?

Alec:am nottryingtoSir,Ijustloveher.

Everyonegasped.Lwazitookoutagun.

Me:waitaminute.



Lwazi:melumovebeforeIshootyouby

mistake.

Me:no.

Alec:itsfinemeluam preparedtodiefor

truelovesoyoucanshootme,formeloI

woulddieathousandtimes

Me:uhm Romeoam onlygonnasaythis

onemoretime,getout.

Lwazi:didn'tyouhearthemansayhewants

todieathousandtimes,wellIcan'tpromise

athousandtimesbutIcanmanageone.

LwazicockedhisgunthenAlecgotupand

ran.

Nolwazi:I'vebeentellingyouaboutthis

arrangementnonsense.

Me:shutup.



Her:excuseme.

Me:youexcusednowgetthefuckout.

Her:thisfamilyisrude.

Me:doyouwanttoseehowrudeIcanbe

princess,nowIsaidgetthefuckoutofhere.

ShegotupandleftIcouldseeLwazi

laughingalittlebit.

*

*

*
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ThedoctorskeptondoingtestandDrL



saidmyresultswouldcomebackina

coupleofdays.Itsbeennicehavingmy

twinnexttomeeverydaysheevenquither

newjob.Lwazihasbeensurprisinglyvery

supportiveIguessthat'sforthenewbaby.

DayslaterIwaschillingwithmysisterand

LwaziwhenDrLcamein.

DrL:heyhowareyoufeelingtoday?

Me:aswellasIcanbe.

DrL:wellIhavetheresults.

Me:and?

DrL:am afraiditswhatIsuspected,itsa

braintumor.

Melu:(crying)what!

DrL:yesitstrue.

Lwazi:sowhatdoesthatmeanexactly?



DrL:itmeanswewouldhavetooperatebut

evenafteryoumightneedchemoand

unfortunatelythebabywouldn'tsurvive.

Melu:whataresayingdoctor?

DrL:am sayingyoucouldchoosetreatment

oryourlife.

Melu:soifshedoesthesurgerythere'sa

possibilitythatthey'llbothsurvive?

DrL:yesandnoIcan'tmakeany

guarantees

TheyallkeptontalkingandIcouldheara

thinganymore.

Me:pleaseeveryonegetout.

Melu:youneedyourfamilyaroungyounow

morethanever

Lwazi:Jalet'shavefaithinthesurgery.



Me:ISAIDGETOUT,GETOUTGETOUTGET

OUT!

Iwasscreamingmylungsout,howcanyou

callpossiblylosingyourchildanoption.I

can'tchooseitstoohard.Ijustcan't.SoI

justcriedmylungsout.
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Iwokeupthefollowingmorningso

heartbroken.Meluknocked.

Me:comein

Her:ok,howyoufeelingtoday,stupid

question.



Me:noitsfine,am notkillingmychildmeluI

can't.

Her:comeoncalm down.

DrLcamein.

Melu:Doctorisitpossiblethattheyboth

survive.

DrL:wellwecanremovethetumorbut

there'sapossibilitythatyoucouldboth

survive.

Melu:doyouhearthatmelzyoucanliveso

weneedtostaypositive.

Me:am tryingbutcomeondoctorbehonest.

Melu:whencanwehavetheoperation?

DrL:assoonaspossible,butweneedto

waituntilyourthirdtrimester.

Me:sonextmonth



DrL:yes

Me:OKI'lldoit.

DrL:that'sgood,youcansurvivethis.

DrLwalkedoutandmelukeptonfussing.I

lovemysistermorethananything,am glad

she'sherewithme.

Me:isdadhere?

Melu:Jabuthedoesn'tknowwhattosayto

yousohedoesn'twanttoseeyou.Well

anywayyourboyfriendcametoseeyou.

Me:what,who,Alec.

Melu:yep,Lwazialmostkilledhim causehe

wasdeclaringhisloveforyouinfrontof

everyone.

Me:you'relying.

Melu:nopehesaidhe'swillingtodiefor



you,(laughing)girlwhatdidyoudoyoudo

tothatboy?

Me:don'tlaugh

Her:(laughing)okokam sorrybutyou

should'veseenhim almostpeehispants

whenLwazipulledoutagun.

Me:hedidwhat,yooImarriedacrazyperson

Melu:yesyoudid.

Wecontinuedtalkingandlaughing,Ialmost

forgotaboutmyproblems.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*
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*

Idecidedtogohomeandtakeashower

andsleep.IwasangryatmelothenIfound

outshehascancer.Ican'tbeangryather

butam stillabitheartbrokenbutIhaveto

moveon.ThefollowingmorningIdecided

togotoworkfirstandhandlesome

business.AfterawhileIcalledAlecinmy

office.

Alec:youcalledSir.

Me:yessit.

HelookedfrightenedtheIhandedhim an

envelope.

Alec:Iwanttostartbysayingam sorry

aboutlastnightIshouldn'thave

disrespectedyoulike.

Me:shutupAlec,thatenvelopehasa



resignationlatteryouwillsignit.

Alec:am sorrySirIneedthisjob,Ihavea

family

Hestartedcryingandbegging.

Me:getupAlec,youcan'tworkformefor

veryobviousreasonsbutbecauseSteveis

yourcousinandmyfriendsoIhaveenough

respectforhim tonotkillyou.Lookthat'sa

verysweetpackageIgaveyou,you'llwill

getyoursalaryeverymonthfor12

months,thatshouldgiveyouenoughtimeto

lookforanotherjob.

Alec:pleasesiram sorry.

Me:nowyouaretestingmypatienceam

beingnicesogetthefuckout.

Alec:am sosorrySir.

Itookmygunandpointeditathim andhe



gotupandran.Igotupandmademyway

tothehospital.
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Itwasnowabout3monthslaterandmelo

alreadyhadhersurgerybutshehadstayed

inthehospitaltorecover.DrLcameinto

checkonherandfoundherthrowingup

blood,shequicklyrushedtohelpher,inthe

backofhermindsheknewsomethingwas

wrong.Lateronshecamebackandshe

foundmelo'sfamily.

DrL:ohhelloeveryone,meloIhavesome

badnews.



Melo:(cough)whatisit?

DrL:wellthecancerisback.

Melu:butIthoughtyousaidyougotridofit.

DrL:wedidremovethetumorinthebrain

butnowitsaffectingyourlungs.

MrG:that'sititstimetoseea

sangoma,clearlythesedoctorsareuseless.

Melo:daddycalm down(cough)doctorLwill

thisaffectmybaby?

DrL:unfortunatelyyes,thebabyisnot

receivingenoughoxygenandthatcould

affectherbrain.

MrDlamini:whatcanyoudo,moneyisnota

problem.

DrL:IassureyouSirthisisnotabout

money,weneedtotakethebabyout.



Melo:(cough)doeverythinginyourpowerto

savemybaby.

DrL:ofcourse.

Melo:caneveryonepleaseleaveexcept

Lwaziandmelu.

Everyoneleftthem.

Melu:iseverythingok?

Melo:Ineedyouguystodosomethingfor

me.

Lwazi:anything.

Melu:Jawhatcanwedoforyou?

Melo:Iwantyouguystogetmarried.

Melu:no,whatareyoutalkingabout?

Melo:pleaselisten(cough)am dying.

Melu:(crying)noyouarenot.



Lwazi:yes,we'llgetyouthebestdoctors.

Melo:we'vehadthebestdoctorsLwaziit

doesn'thelpmyconditionisonlygetting

worse.PleasedothisformeIknowyou

guysloveeachothersoitshouldn'tbethat

difficult.

Melu:(crying)Iwon'tdoit,Iknowyou'lllive

youwillsurvivethisIknowit.

Meluranoutcrying,thelastthingshe

wantedtodowasimaginehersisterdying.

Shelovedhersistermorethananythingshe

wantedtotakethepainaway.

*

*

*

Melo'slastPOV



*

*

*

Iknoweveryonethinksam crazybutthisis

thebestsolutionforeveryone,wecan't

pretendlikeam notdying.Afteracoupleof

dayslaterDrLcametotakemetotheatre.

DrL:youready?

Me:justsavemybabynomatterwhatsave

her.

DrL:I'lltrymybest.

Melucamerunningtogiveahug.

Melu:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Therestofthefamilycameandhuggedme

includingnolwazi.AllIrememberisanurse



countingthenIblackedout.Iwokeupwith

Meluholdingababy.

Melu:youdiditbabe,she'ssobeautiful.

Icouldn'teventalkcausemymouthwasso

dry,allIcoulddoiscry.Shehandedherto

me.

Me:she'ssoprecious.

Lwazi:shedoesn'thaveaname.

Me:KhwezicauseI'vealwayslovedthe

nameandZanele.

Melu:(withtearsinhereyes)momsname.

Me:yes(Ilookedatmybabywithtears)hey

nana,mama'slittlekhweziIjustwantyouto

knowhowmuchIloveyou,I'llalways

protectyou.Beagoodgirlfordaddyand

aunty.



Ihandedherbacktomelu.

Me:she'syourdaughternow,promiseme

you'llalwaysprotecther.

Melu:(sobbing)Ipromise.

Me:youtooLwazi.

Lwazi:(withtearsinhiseyes)Ipromise.

Ithenclosedmyeyesandsawmymother

andeverywomeninmyfamily.Irantomy

mom.

Mom:itsokbabyyouaresafenow,your

daughterisinsafehandsyoursisterwill

alwaysprotecther.

Me:Iknow,Itrusther.

ForthefirsttimeinmylifeIfeltatpeace.

*

AndjustlikethatMelomadeher



choice,shesacrificedherselfforher

daughter.Howwillthefamilydealwiththis

crisis.

RIPMelo.
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Me:MELO!SOMEONEGETA

DOCTOR!,PLEASEDON'TLEAVE.

IhandedkhwezitoLwaziandstarted

shakingher,themachinesweregoingcrazy

andabunchofnursesanddoctorscamein.

Nurse:Ineedyoutoleave.

Me:no!She'smysister,she'smylife,my



everything.

Theykeptontryingtoreviveherbutshe

wasgone,mysisterwastrulygone.

DrL:am sosorry.

Me:no!no!no!Lwazidosomething.

Him:she'sgone

Me:no!

Ifellonthefloorandcriedmylungsout.

Thewholefamilycameinrunning,myaunt

startedcryingthenMrsDlaministarted

cryingtoo.MyfatherandMrDlaministarted

yellingatDrL.InthatmomentIzonedout,I

couldseeeverythingaroundmebutIdidn't

respond.

*

*



*

Lwazi'sPOV
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Itwasnowthedayofthefuneraland

everythingseemedtobehappeningvery

fast.AsmuchasIwantedtohollowinself

pityIcouldn't,allofasuddenIwasasingle

father.Wehadourfairshareofproblems

butZintleandIweremeanttoraiseKhwezi

togetherbutnowshe'sgoneandam

completelylost.Meluhadn'tcomeoutof

herroom sincethedayMelodied,andam

startingtoworryabouther.SoIdecidedto

gocheckonher,Iknockedonthedoorand

no1respondedsoIjustcamein,shewas



sittingonherbedinthedark.

Me:melu!Pleasecomeoutwehavetogo

totheservice.

Shedidn'tmoveorrespondsoIwalkedout.

AuntBeewasinthekitchenwithsome

family.

Me:shewon'tcomeout.

MrGumede:Meluthandoneedstostop

actinglikeababy,Busigogetherreadywe'll

belate.

AuntBee:bhutiweneedtobepatientwith

her,she'sbeenwithmelosincethewomb

soobviouslyitsgonnatakelongerforherto

heal.

Meanwhilekhwezihasbeencryingnonstop.

AuntbeefinallycameoutwithMelu,she

seemedoutofit.Weallleftforthe



service,everythingseemedtobegoing

smoothuntilInoticedAlecsittingatthe

backcrying,everythinginmewantedto

smackhim butIdidn'twanttomakea

sceneandbesidespayingmylastrespect

tomywifeismoreimportant.Meluwasjust

sittingthereemotionless,thenasthecoffin

wasgoingdownshestoodupandranto

thecoffinthenjumpedontopofitand

huggedthecoffinwhilecrying.Istoodup

andgotherthenhuggedher,sheforthefirst

timebrokedownsincethehospital.

Her:(sobbing)shecan'tgo,Istillneedher

khwezineedsher.

Me:itsok,shhh.

Wesattherewhileeveryoneleft,itwasnow

gettinglate.

Me:comeonwehavetogo.



WegotupandwenttoAuntBee'shouse.

Whenwegottherekhweziwasstillcrying

herlungsout,Itookherbutshedidn'tstop.

Mom:Idon'tknowwhat'swrongwithher.

Bee:yooshehadherbottlealreadyandwe

changedherdiaperbutshewon'tstop.

Melu:canIholdher?

Mom:yes.

Mom handedherkhweziandshe

immediatelystoppedcrying,everyone

gaspedinamazement.

Auntbee:sheknowsyou.

Melu:thisfeelsright.

KhwezijustsleptpeacefullyinMelu'sarms.

*

*



*
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Itsbeenaboutamonthsincethefuneral

andam feelingabitbetter.Khwezihas

beenkeepingmebusy,she'sbeenlivingwith

meandAuntBee,Lwazicomestoseeher

everyday.Iwassittinginthelivingroom

withKhweziwhenAuntbeecameinrushing

withplastics.

Me:andthen?

AuntBee:hayiweneedtopreparefor

dinnertheDlaminisarecomingover.

Me:whydoyoutreatthem likeroyalty



they'rejustpeopleliketherestofus.

AuntBee:stopcomplaininggoget

ready,andwearthatdressofyours.

Me:whichdressnow?

AuntBee:theonemarn,youknowthe

pinkishone.

Me:theoneIworeatChristmas,yoono

auntyam anadult.

Her:justbequicksoyoucanhelpmewith

thecooking.

Igroanedandgotupandmademywayto

mybedroom andgotmyselfandKhwezi

ready.Ihelpedauntycookwithkhwezion

back.WefinishedupandIputkhwezidown

forhernapthensetupthetable.Everyone

showedupandweallsatdowntoeat,the

conversationwaslightbutabitawkward,I



meanthelasttimeIsawMrDlaminihe

killedsindisoyoucanimagine.Khwezi

startedcryingsoIgotupandgother.

MrsDlamini:youaregoodwithher.

MrD:that'sgreat,itwillmakeiteasythen.

Me:makewhateasy?

Everyonestartedclearingtheirthroats.

Dad:wethinkitstimeyouandLwazigot

married.

Me:(laughing)never!

MrD:itsnotachoice.

Me:sayswho?

Dad:meluthandoberespectful.

Me:why,mysister'sbodyisnotevencold

yetbutyouguysarealreadytalkingabout

replacingher,(crying)thiswhole



arrangementnonsenseisthereasonshe

died,shewouldhavenevergottenpregnant

ifyouhadn'tforcedhertomarryLwazi.

Dad:ENOUGH!

Me:no,youwillnotcontrolmelikeyoudid

Melo,Iwillmarryapersonofmyliking.

Lwazi:Iagreethisisstartingtoget

ridiculous,youcan'tkeepmakingdecisions

forus.

MrD:wellkhweziisourgrandchildandwill

livewithus.

Me:likehell,am allsheknows.

MrD:she'saDlaminiandyoucan'tchange

that.

Me:khweziismydaughterandIwillfightfor

herwitheverythingIhave.



Igotupandtookkhweziandwenttomy

room.Iftheythinkthey'lltakeheraway

from methenthey'resadlymistaken,Imade

apromisetoprotectherandIintendto

keepit.
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Melugotupandleft.

Dad:thatgirlisverydisrespectful.

AuntBee:am sorryaboutthat,I'llspeakto

her.

Me:IagreewithMelu.

Everyoneturnedtolookatme.



Me:noam seriousasmuchasIlovekhwezi

Ican'ttakecareofher,am abachelorand

sheneedsmotherfigureandthat'sMelu.

Andasforthemarriagethingam notdoing

thatagain,youcanfiremeanddisownmeif

youlike.

Dad:ENOUGH!Thisisnotadiscussionthe

babyiscomingwithus.

Mom:I'lltakecareofher.

Me:no!

Dad:no?

Me:youkeeptellingmetogrowupand

that'smychildandIsayshestayshere.

IgotupandwenttocheckonMelu,whenI

openedthedoorshewasstandingover

khwezi'scribcrying.

Me:heywhat'swrong?



Her:(sobbing)am notgivingthem my

child,I'llfightthem witheverythingIam.

Me:andI'llfightthem withyou,khweziloves

youandyou'rewhat'sbestforher.

Her:really?

Me:yes,besidesthiswayIgettoseeher

everydaywithoutchangingdiapers.

Shehitmyarm.

Me:naham justplaying.

Her:thanksL.

Me:don'tmentionit,lookIhavetogo.

Her:OK

Ikissedmydaughter'sforeheadandleft.I

walkedoutandleftthefamilyarguing.

*

*



*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Itsbeenaboutsixmonthssincethatfamily

meeting.Khweziisgrowingupsofast,she's

sonaughtyandLwazistillcomestoseeher

everyday.Anywayoneofmyfriendsfrom

therestaurantIworkedatcametoseeme.

Me:Wesley.

Wes:ohdarlingonlymyfathercallsme

that,howareyouanyway!?

Me:am goodkhwezikeepsmebusy.

Wes:Isee,sowhenareyoucomingbackto

work?



Me:never,honestlyIcan'timaginemyself

workingforanyoneanymore.

Wes:sowhatareyousaying?

Me:am gonnaopenmyownplace,ImeanI

stillhavesomesavingsleftover.

Wes:(screaming)ohmygodandyou'llhire

meright?

Me:ofcoursethatplacewillneedyour

spark.

Wes:ofcourseitdoes,yourlifewouldbeso

dullwithoutmedarling.

Me:(laughing)sotrue.

Wecontinuedchattingandcatchingupand

laughing.ThenIheardaguncock,we

lookedbehindanditwasLwaziofcourse.

Lwazi:(pointingthegunatwes)who'she!?



Me:(rollingmyeyes)myfriend.

Lwazi:whyishehere?

Me:firstofallthisisnotyourhouseand

secondlyputthataway,khweziisherefor

fucksake.

Lwazi:notuntilyourlittlefriendleaves.

Me:no!

Wes:uhm sweetieI'lljustleave

Me:no,sit.

Wes:OK

Lwazi:nogetup.

Wes:OK

Me:noIsaidsityou'remyguest.

Wes:lookdarlingI'lljustgo,seeyou.

Hekissedmyforeheadthenkhwezi'sthen



left.

Lwazi:howdareyoubringyourlittle

boyfriendsaroundmydaughter!

Me:ohshutup,that'snotmyboyfriend.

Lwazi:Idon'tbelieveyou.

Me:Idon'tcare,howcluelesscanyoube

anywayWesdoesn'tevenlikegirls.Nowgo

andchangekhwezisdiaper.

[07/14,19:27]R:Insert35

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Me:I'llonlychangethediapercauseIwant

to.

Melu:whateverdude.



Me:heywhatdidyoumean,abouttheguy?

Her:he'sgayyouidiot

Me:gay,oh!

Her:Jadumassnexttimeyoupointagun

tooneofmyfriendsI'llripyourdickoff,now

changehershe'sstartingtostink.

Shehandednekhweziwhowasjust

laughing,she'ssuchahappybaby.

Me:OKnanalet'schangeyourpoppy.

ShewasjustlaughingsoItookhertoher

room andchangedher.Myphonerangand

itwasClaudia(mysort-ofgirlfriend),I

answered.

Me:hey

Her:heybabewhereareyou?

Me:am withkhwezi.



Her:oh!,sowhenareyoucomingback?

Me:am notsure.

Her:wellpleasecomebacksoonImissyou.

Me:JabyeClaudia.

Idroppedthecallthentookmybabyand

fedherthenputherdownforhernap.

Me:heyIgottago.

Melu:bye.

Me:sorryaboutyourfriend.

Her:hisnameisWesley.

Me:OKam sorryaboutWesley.

Her:andthegun.

Me:andaboutthegun.

Her:fine

Me:sowhathaveyoubeenupto?



Her:nothingmuch,actuallyam lookingfora

locationformyrestaurant.

Me:reallynow,thatsgreatsowhatdoyou

havesofar?

Her:notalotbutitseemspromising.

Me:that'sgood,heyI'lllookaroundaswell.

Her:thanks

Me:don'tmentionit,lookIhavetogokiss

khweziforme.

Her:okbye.

IdrovetomyplaceandfoundClaudia

wearingsexylingerie.

Claudia:heybaby.

Me:hey

Her:soyoulike?

Me:Ilove.



Her:good,Iorderedfoodlet'ssit.

Me:ok

Weateoveralightconversation,IswearI

wasnotconcentratingonthefoodatall.

Claudia:heybabeI'vebeenthinkingwe've

beendatingforabout2monthsnowmaybe

itstimeImovedin.

Ichockedonmyfood.

Me:uhm Ithinkitsabittoosoonforthat.

Her:(crying)itsjustImissyousometimes

whenyougotoseeyourbaby.Ijustfeellike

youdon'tcareaboutmeanymore.

Me:nonsense,Icareaboutyoudeeply.

Her:greatsoI'llcallSaltogogetmystuff.

Shejumpedupandrantothebedroom,oh

GodwhatdidIdo.



*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

ItsbeenaboutamonthsinceLwazicame

toseekhwezi,am startingtogetannoyed.

OntheplussideIfoundtheperfectlocation

formyrestaurant.Myaunthasbeen

buggingmeaboutseeingmydadsotoday

am finallygoing,Ileftkhweziwithauntbee

andtookataxitohishouse.WhenIgot

thereIrealisedthathiscarwasn't

outside,soIjustmademywayinsidethe

houseonlytofinditempty.



Me:whatthehellisgoingon!DAD!

Hecamefrom thebedroom lookingamess.

Dad:whatdoyouwant!?

Me:uhm dadwhathappenedhere,where's

thefurnitureandyourcar?

Dad:you'vegotsomenerveshowingyour

facehereafterallthistimeandstart

questioningme.

Me:dadpleasetellme.

Dad:Ilosteverything,itsallgone.

Me:whohasyourstuff?

Dad:Rex

Me:theloanshark,why?

Dad:IwasgonnawinitbackIswear.

Me:youaregamblingagain!!?



Dad:Idon'tknowwhathappened,itwas

supposetobethisonetimethenIkept

losingagainandagain,thenIborrowed

moneyfrom RexbutIcouldn'tpayhim back

sohetookeverything.

Me:howmuch?

Dad:R500.000

Me:what!howisthatevenpossible?

Dad:interest

Me:(sigh)fineI'llsortitoutbutyouneedto

stopgamblingdaddy,pleasegogethelpor

something.

Dad:ohthankyoumygirl,thankyou.

Me:whatever.

IwalkedoutandmademywaytoRex's

house,he'saveryscarymanbutI



negotiatedwithhim andheagreedtogive

mydadeverythingincludinghiscarthenI

transferredhim themoney.Am so

disappointed,Ispentoverhalfofmy

savingsnowIwon'tbeabletobuytheplace

formyrestaurant.WhenIgothomeIfound

myauntcrying.

Me:what'swrong,where'skhwezi?

Her:theytookher,MrDlaminitookher.

Me:what!

Ijuststormedoutandtookataxitothe

Dlaminimansion.Thesecurityguardletme

inwithoutasking,Igotinwithoutasking.

Me:NOW YOU'VEGONETOOFUCKING

FAR,WHERE'SMYCHILD!?

MrD:shebelongswithus.

KhweziwascryingherlungsoutwhileMrs



Dtriedtocalm herdown.

Nolwazi:whatisthemeaningofthis,Imean

howdisrespectfulcanyoubeyoulittlebitch.

Iturnedaroundandpunchedherwithout

warningandshebledinstantly.

Me:Iam havingareallybaddaysojustgive

memybaby.

MrD:nosogetthefuckoutofmyhouse

littlegirlorI'll.

Me:you'llwhat!killme!

Helookedatmefumingwithanger,Ijust

lookedathiswifethenhim thenwhispered.

Me:Iknowalotofsecretsremember?

HelookedatmeandIwalkedawayfrom

him andgrabbedkhwezifrom hiswife.

MrD:sobeitthen.



Hetookoutagunandpointeditatme.

MrsD:stop!Okyoudon'thavetomarry

Lwazibutkhwezihastogrowupwithher

fathersoyou'lljustlivewithhim.

Apartofmewantedtotellthem tofuckoff

andkillmethenIlookedatkhweziandI

backeddown.

Me:fine,butnointerfering.

MrsD:promise,nowbabypleaseputyour

gundown.

Hedidasrequestedandmarchedupstairs.

MrsD:TTwilldriveyou.

Me:whatever.

Wedrovetomyauntsplaceandpacked

everythingthenmadeourwaytolwazi's

house.Whenwegotinsidehewasbusy



fuckingsomechickonthecouch.

Me:wellthatexplainswhyyouhaven'tseen

yourdaughterinawhile.

Hejumpedupandcoveredhimselfwitha

pillowandthejumpeduptoo.

Lwazi:whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:wellthat'snotaverynicewayof

welcomingyournewroommates.

Girl:lwaziwho'sthisbitch?

Me:bitch!Wowsweetiewatchoutthere's

somethingonthefloordon'tslip.

Girl:what?

Me:yourloosevaginapickitup,am tiredTT

helpmefindmyroom.

TT:sho!

[07/14,19:27]R:Insert36



Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Claudia:lwazididyouhearher?

Me:lookjustgotoahotelfortonight.

Her:andgivethatlittletrampthe

satisfaction,uhm Ithinknot.

ShewentupstairsbumpingintoTTwho

waslaughing.

TT:you'refuckedmyman.

Me:(sigh)Iknow

TT:betteryouthanme,lookIgottago.

Me:shobra!

HeleftandIwentupstairsandClaudiawas



onthephone.

Me:hey

Her:don'theyme,whoisshe?

Me:mylatewife'ssister.

Her:whyisshehere?

Me:Idon'tknow

Her:isthebabygoingtostaywithus?

Me:yesKhweziwillstaywithus.

Her:why,justletherlivewithyourmom or

something.

Me:she'smydaughtersoshe'lllivewithme.

Her:butbabyshe'sgonnacryand

poop,babiesaresomuchwork.

Me:that'swhymeluishere,looklet'sjust

sleep.



WesleptIwokeupthenextmorningwith

thesmellofBaconandmuffins,Iknowit

can'tbeClaudiacauseshecan'tCookfor

shit,besidesshewassnoringnexttome.I

justwokeupandtookaquickshowerthen

woremytracksuitandmademyway

downstairs.Meluwascookingupastorm

withkhwezisittinginahighchairplaying

withherbabyfood.Istoodonthestairsjust

watchingthem.

Melu:itsrudetostare.

Me:am sorry,Iseeyoucooking.

Melu:JasitI'lldishupforyou,coffee?

Me:yesplease.

Wesatdownandate,Claudiacamedown

wearingmyshirt.

Claudia:goodmorningbabe,orIseeyou



cooked,Lwaziyoucould'vetoldmeyou

hiredamaid.

Melu:didthedogeatyourclothesor

somethingcauseyouclearlytookthatshirt

from thecloset.

Claudia:whatever,ehwsomuchfatwhere's

ahealthybreakfast?

Melu:withtherestofyourbraincellswho

toldyouthisbreakfastisforyou?

Me:okladies,someluwhyareyouhere?

Melu:youcanblameyourparentsforthat

theybasicallykidnappedkhwezi.

Me:what!Why?

Melu:Idon'tknow.

Claudia:sowhenareyouleaving?

Melu:lwazigetyourpuppyplease.



Claudiakeptontalkingthenmeluthrewa

muffinather.

Melu:gofetch.

Claudia:lwazi!

Shestartedcryingandranupstairs.

Me:reallymelu.

Melu:whatitslipped,tellmadam am sorry.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Afterbreakfastlwazitookheroutshopping.



Itookkhweziandgaveherabathandshe

playedarounduntilshefellasleep.Ihada

showerandcleanedthehouse,thisbitch

don'tdoshit.TheycamebackwithwhileI

wasvacuuming,shehadaplasteronher

head.

Me:(laughing)andthen?

Her:youhitme

Me:withaverysoftmuffin,areyouserious?

Her:yesjustgobacktocleaningup.

Me:Iwill,ImeanthedevilslepthereIdon't

knowwhatdemonswillcomeoutofit.

Her:you'rethedemon

Me:saysLucifer,yoooanutyshouldgiveme

someholywatermygod.

Lwazi:enough!Youtwoneedtofindaway



ofcoexistingwitheachother.

Me:shestartedit.

Lwazi:Idon'tcare,fixit.

Hetookkhweziandwentupstairs.

Her:you'llneverwinbitchhe'smine.

Me:congratulations,keephim sweetheartI

don'twanthim.

Her:good,Idon'tlikeyou.

Me:ohmyGodreally,myheartmypoor

heart.

Her:whatever,weneedtoatleastpretend.

Me:yourmiddlename.

Her:growupwon'tyou,andmynameis

Claudia.

Me:(laughing)really?



Her:yes,whatareyoulaughingat!

Me:itsjustnothing.

Her:whatever.

Sheranupstairs,afewminuteslaterIheard

herscreamingandIranupstairs.

Me:what!?

Her:this(shesaidholdingkhwezi)she

ruinedmyshoesthere'ssalivaalloverthem.

Me:ohcalm downclaumidiashe'sjusta

baby

Her:mynameisClaudia.

Me:whatdidIsay?

Her:claumidiathat'sanSTD.

Me:closeenough

Itookkhweziandwentdownstairs.



Me:goodgirlNana.

Khwezijustplayedwithherfoodlaughing.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Thislivingarrangementisgettingabit

stressful.Claudiawasstillgoingonabout

whatkhwezidid.

Me:she'sjustakid.

Claudia:thatisnotababylwazithat'sa

demon.

Me:HEY!Beverycarefulofwhatcomesout

ofyourmouththat'smybaby.

Claudia:am sorrybabeitsjustcan'tyoufind



them anotherplacetolivein?

Me:itsmyhouseandthey'llstay,youare

morethanwelcometogo.

Her:What!

Me:am goingdownstairstohavedinner,

areyoucoming?

Her:am emotionallydistraught.

Me:whatever.

Iwentdownstairs.

Melu:heywhere'sclaumidiaImadesupper.

Me:it'sclaudia.

Melu:whatever,Iwantedtoapologiseabout

hershoes.

Me:noshedoesn'twanttoshe's

'emotionallydistraught'orsomething.

Melu:(mumbled)morelikeemotionally



damaged.

Me:stopmakingfunofher.

Melu:sorry,itsjustunderwhichrockinhell

didyoufindthisgirl?

Me:wekindafoundeachother.

Melu:whatever,refill?

Me:yesplease,sohow'sthevenue

searchinggoing?

Melu:(sigh)I'VEhitamajorspeedbump.

Me:what'swrong?

Melu:wellmydaddecidedhewantedto

gambleeverythingawaysoIhadtopaya

loansharkwhatheowed,nowam leftwith

littletonothingsoIcan'topenmy

restaurant.

Me:wowthat'salot.



Melu:tellmeaboutit,wellitscoolIguessI'll

goandbegformyoldjobback,which

remindsmeweneedtogetanannyfor

khwezi.

Me:justlookforsomeonethenI'llpaythem.

Melu:thankyouSir.

Me:dinnerwasamazingthankyou.

Melu:you'rewelcome,guessyou'lldothe

dishesthen.

Me:(laughing)yooodishes,why?

Melu:toshowyourgratitudeduh!

Me:finewhateveronlybecausethefood

wasgreat.SeriouslythroughThandoyou

shouldn'tgiveuponyourdream.

Her:am notitsjustgoingtotakeabit

longerthat'sall,OKIhavetogivekhwezia



bathsogoodnight.

Me:goodnight.

Icontinuedwashingthedishesthenmade

mywayupstairs,Claudiawasalready

snoring,IjusttookmyphoneandcalledTT.

Me:TTIneedafavour.

TT:anything.

Itoldhim whatIwantedthenwenttosleep.

Iworkupearlyandmademywayto

work,duringthedayTTtextedmeaboutthe

favour.SoIdrovehomeimmediately.

Me:Thando!

Her:whatam busy.

Me:doesn'tmattergetkhweziandandlet's

go.

Melu:ok



Claudia:letmegetmybag.

Me:uhm thatwon'tbenecessary,its

betweenmeluandmyself.

Melu:youheardthattwiggysosit.

Weallleftandinacoupleofminuteswe

arrived.

Melu:whatarewedoinghere?

Me:isthistheplaceyouwanted?

Melu:JabutIalreadytoldyouIcan'tgetit

anymore.

Me:you'rerightyoucan'tgetitbecauseits

alreadyyours.

Her:whatareyoutalkingabout!?

Me:Iboughtitforyou.

Her:LwaziIcan'tacceptthis,itstoomuch.

Me:yesyoucan,Icouldn'tletyougiveupon



yourdreams

Her:(crying)butbutits

Me:itsyours,youaretakingcareofmy

daughterandyouaskfornothinginreturn

soyoudeservethis

Her:I'llpayyoubackIpromise

Me:thatwon'tbenecessary.

Her:atleastbemypartner.

Me:coolthen,50/50

Her:uhm Ithinknotmorelike80/20

Me:(laughing)OK

Her:lookkhwezi,lookatwhatyourdaddydid.

Khweziwasjustsuckingherfingers.

*

*



*

ClaudiaPOV

*

*

*

MynameisClaudiaJenkinsandjusta

coupleofmonthsagoIwasbrokeashell,I

wasworkingasawaitresswhensomeguy

offeredmesomemoneysoIcandatethis

guynamedLwazi.AtfirstIsaidnothenthe

persongavemealotofmoneyandIsaw

howhandsomelwaziwassoIsaidyes.I

wastoldtospyonLwaziandIam,things

weregoingsowelluntilthismeluchickand

thatbabyshowedup,nowLwaziisalways

distracted.Am startingtolikethislifesoI

won'tletthatbitchruinitforme,Ineedto



getridofthisMelugirl.
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Melu'sPOV

*

*
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Ican'tbelieveLwazididallofthisforme.

Me:weshouldhavethebarovertherethen

theVIPareawillbeupstairs.Whatdoyou

think?

Lwazi:you'retheboss,comeonlet'shave

somelunch.

Me:OK

Wehadsomelunchjustthethreeofus,by

thetimeweweregoinghomekhweziwas

alreadyasleep.Wedecidedtogetsome



takeaways.WhenwegothomeMiss

Claudiawassittingonthecouchcrying.I

justrolledmyeyesandtookmybabytoher

room andwentdownstairs.Allofasudden

shewashappyagainthenInoticedlwazi's

card.

Me:(mumbled)figures.

Her:whatwasthat?

Me:weren'tyousuicidaljustfiveseconds

ago?

Her:wellmymanistakingmeshopping

tomorrowso.

Me:ofcourse,lookam verytiredsoam

goingtosleepearly.

Her:toodles

Me:ohandthankyoufortodaylwazi



Her:whathappenedtoday?

Me:ohyourmanboughtmearestaurant,

toodles.

Iquicklywentupstairs,Iheardherscream

atLwazi.Ijustgotinmyroom andfell

asleepinstantly,Iwaswokenupbyloud

moans,ughIknowthisisclaumidia's

revenge.Ijustrolledoutofbedeventhough

itwastwointhemorning,Iwentdownstairs

andmademyselfasandwichandcoffee

andsomesnacksandsatonthecouchand

watchedTV.Afteraboutanhourlwazi

camedownwearingonlybriefs,Iquickly

lookedaway.

Me:madam keepingyoubusynhe!

Him:uhm whyareup!?

Me:couldn'tsleep,averyloudhorsewoke



me.

Him:sorryaboutthat.

Me:don'tbeitsyourhouse.

Him:uhm sowhatareeating!?

Me:icecream,chips,cookiesandsome

chocolate.Wantsome.

Him:(laughing)damnyoueatlikeateen

boy,I'llhavealittlebitofeverything.

Me:uhm everythingbutthechocolate.

Him:yoobutIlovechocolate.

Me:(laughing)okmaybeI'llgiveyoualittle

bit.

WeatewhilewatchingsomeTVeven

thoughhewoulddisturb.Ithinkwefell

asleeponthecouchbecausewewere

wokenupbysomeoneinthethekitchen.



Her:oham sorrydidIwakeyouguys.

Lwazi:claudiawhatareyoudoing?

Her:makingbreakfastofcourse.

Him:butyoucan'tcook.

Ilaughedandshejustglaredatme.

Her:someluwhatwereyoudoingup.

Me:acowkeptmeup.

Her:(giggles)oham sorryaboutthatitsjust

lwaziandIcan'tseem tokeepourhandsof

eachother.Breakfast?

Me:nothankyouIdon'twantfood

poisoning,I'llgocheckonkhwezi.

Iwentupstairsandwokemybabyupand

faceherabaththenmadeherfood.Its

beenacoupleofdaysnowandI'vebeenso

busywiththerestaurant,itsnoteasytrying



toopenit.Am sogladwehave

MaRose,khwezilovesher.I'vebeentryingto

keepmydistancefrom theshe-devil.

*

*

*

Claudia'sPOV

*

*

*

Noneofmyplansseem tobeworking,melu

justignoresmebutnowIhaveanewplan.

Shecamehomeearlytodayam goingtotry

andprovokeheragain.

Me:howdoesitfeeltobesecondbestloser?

Shejustignoredmeandwentupstairs.I



followedherandgrabbedherarm topofthe

stairs.

Her:claumidianottoday.

Me:okbadmother,youarereallyleaving

yourchildwithastrangereverydaynow

wonderlwazimarriedyoursisterinsteadof

you,youareselfish.

SheslappedtheIfelldownthestairs.Lwazi

camein.

Me:ohlwazithebaby,shepushedmecause

shewantstokillourbaby.

Lwazi:whatthehellmelu!

Her:ifyoubelievethisidiotthenyouare

bothmoronsandyoudeserveeachother.

Shewalkedaway.

Me:ohlwaziItoldyoushe'sunstablenow



am goingtolosethebaby.

Lwazi:let'sgotothehospital.

Ijumpedup.

Me:thatwon'tbenecessarybesidesshe

didn'tpushmethathard,butsheneedsto

moveout.

Lwazi:fuckoffmarnClaudiawhenwillyou

stopwiththesedum stunts,getyourshit

andgetthefuckoutofmyhouse.

Hewalkedaway,ohshitnowI'vereally

messedup.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*



IwentupstairstogocheckonMelu.

Me:hey

Her:lookifyou'reheretofightherbattles

thenpleasegetoutam notinthemood.

Me:noam not,Iwanttoapologise.

Her:ohnoneedtoapologisethen.

Me:sowegood?

Her:always

Me:ok.

Iwenttomyroom onlytofindClaudia

nakedinmybed.

Me:thoughtItoldyoutoleave.

Her:babyam sorry,itsjustthatgirldrives

meinsane.

Me:HEYENOUGH!ISAIDGETOUT!



Her:am sorrydaddypleasecomehereand

givemesomeloving.

SoIjustleftherthereandwenttothe

closetandpackedmostofherstuffand

camebacktotheroom andthrewthe

suitcaseonthefloor.

Me:Getout!

Her:babyLwazipleasedon'tdothisitsme.

SoIjusttookoutmygunandshotthe

headboardthenshejumpedoffthebedand

ranoutwithhersuitcase.

Me:rubbishbag.

ItookashowerthenIheardaknocksoI

wrappedatowlaroundmywaistand

opened.

Melu:uhm,wasthatagunIheard?



Me:yes

Sheslappedmein.

Me:whatthehell?

Her:wehaveababyinthishouse,sono

moreguns.

Me:butI

Her:butnothing,nomoregunsinthehouse.

Andwearsomeclothes.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*



Itsbeenacoupleofmonthssincetheshe-

devilleftandhonestlythingshavebeen

great.Todayit'skhwezi'sbirthdaysowe

invitedthewholefamilyforlunch.

Me:Lwazi!Areyouready?

Him:yes,Idon'tevenknowwhywe'redoing

this,wehavetheopeningtomorrowso

shouldn'twebefocusingonthat?

Me:mxm stopwhiningbesidesitsnot

everydaymyprincessturnsone.

Asmuchasthisisahappyoccasionits

alsothedayMelodied.Everyoneshowed

upwiththeirkidsandtheywererunning

aroundthehouse,poorkhweziwouldtry

andruntoobutshewouldkeepfallingshe

stillcan'twalkproperly.Wehadcakeand

sangitwastrulyfun,mybabywasalready

sleepingbythetimeeveryonewasleaving.



Me:auntydon'tforgetabouttheopening

tomorrow.

AuntBee:Iwon'tbaby,Iinvitedalltheladies

from church.

Me:yooooallofthem ?

AuntBee:yes,theymustkaloku.

Me:OKauntyTTwilldriveyounhe!

AuntBee:yooandhe'shot,I'llmakehim my

ben10.

Me:(laughing)hehasagirlfriend.

AuntBee:so!That'sneverstoppedme

before,letmeloveandleaveyou.

Me:okbye.

EveryoneeventuallyleftthenIcleanedup

themessbymyself.AfterawhileLwazi

camedownstairs.



Me:wherehaveyoubeen?

Him:puttingkhwezidown,seeItoldyouto

nothavethelunchnowyou'retired.

Me:allIneedisafootrub.

Him:can'thelpyouthere.

Me:comeon!Please

Him:nope.

HeranupstairsandIfollowedthenslept

immediately.Lwaziandkhweziwokemeup

withbreakfast.Itwasnowtimeforthe

opening,godknowsam sonervous.Iwore

alongblackdressthatwasofftheshoulder,

withalongslit,thegirlswereonfulldisplay.

Iwalkeddownstairsandlwazi'smouthwas

wideopen.

Me:bugswillgetinifyoudon'tcloseyour

mouth.



Him:itwouldbeworthit,youare

breathtaking.

Me:thankyou,youdon'tlooktoobad

yourself.

Ikissedmybabyintheforehead,shewas

crying.

Me:Maroseareyousureyou'llbeok?

Ma-rose:yesmychildnowgo.

Me:ok,rememberdon'topenthedoorfor

anyoneIalsotoldtheguardstonotopen

thegate.

Lwazi:comeonstopstressing,let'sgo.

Me:Ijusthaveabadfeeling,maybewe

shouldpostpone.

Ma-rose:we'llbefinenowgo.

Ikissedmybabyagainthenweleft.



*

*

*

Claudia'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterLwazikickedmeoutIhadtogoin

hiding.SoIboughtmyselfalittlehouse

withthemoneyIgotfrom thatguy.TodayI

wentoutshoppingwhenIcamebackIsaw

abunchofcarssoItriedtorunthentwo

guysgrabbedbeanddraggedmeinside.

Boss:Claudia!Claudia!Claudia!YouknowI

don'tlikebeingmadeafool.

Me:am sorry



Boss:shutup!Whydidyourunawayfrom

me?

Me:III

Boss:spititout!

Me:(crying)hekickedmeout,soIknew

you'dbeupsetsoIjustran.

Boss:okgivemeonegoodreasonwhyI

shouldn'tkillyourightnow.

Me:uhm Ihaveanotherplan,itwilldefiantly

work.

Boss:whatisit!

Me:they'reattheopeningtonight,Iknow

becauseIreicevedaninvitebymistake.

Boss:and!?

Me:theirdaughterisprobablyhomewiththe

nannysowecan.



Boss:kidnapher

Me:andthat'llhurtLwazimorethan

anythinghelovesthatkid.

Boss:welllet'sgo.

WealldrovetotheirhouseandIgotout.

Guard:MsClaudia

Me:heyyou,lookIneedtogetinthehouse.

Guard:am sorryMsClaudiawe'renot

allowedtoopenthegate,MrDlaminisaid

so.

Me:looksweetieIjustneedtogetsome

things.

Guard:am sorrymissitsano.

WhileIwastalkingtohim theyteasedthe

guardandopenedthegate.

Me:really!Okbutyouguysneedtostay



hereorthatwomanwillcallforhelp.

TheguysgavemeagunandIwalked

towardsthehouseandknocked,sheopened.

Her:MsClaudiahowdidyougetin?

Me:looksweetieIneedtogetsomethings

ofmine,sodoyoumind?

Her:am sorrymam weweretoldtonotlet

anyonein.

Her:lookyouoldbagnowyou'restartingto

pissmeoffIsaidmove.

Shedidn'tsoIpulledoutmygunandshe

stilldidn'tmove.

Her:killmeifyouhavetobutam notletting

youin.

Me:impressive!

IjusthitherwiththegunandshefellandI



gotin.Iwentupstairsandgotkhwezi,she

wasscreamingherlungsoutandshewas

hittingme.Iquicklyleftandgotinthecar.

[07/14,19:28]R:Insert40
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*
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MeluandLwaziwereontheirwayhome.

Melu:am sogladthat'sallover,yoomypoor

feet.

Lwazi:JaIknow,itwassuchasuccess

though.

Melu:Jabutthisiswhentherealwork

begins.

Lwazi:butIknowyoucanhandleitboss



lady.

Melu:withyourhelp.

Whentheygothomethegatewasopen.

Melu:what'sgoingon?

Lwazi:somethingiswrong,stayinthecar.

Melu:nowaymybabyisinthere.

Lwazi:fine,here.(hehandedheragun)do

youknowhowtouseit?

Melu:Jaalittlebit.

Lwazicalledforbackup,everyoneshowed

upinminutes.

Lwazi:checkthecoast.

Guys:yesboss.

TTcamebackafteracoupleofminutes.

TT:allclearbut



Meludidn'tevenwaitforTTtofinishshe

justraninsideandeveryonefollowed.Ma-

rosewasnowonthecouch,Meluranto

khwezi'sroom anddidn'tfindhersoshe

startedlookingforhereverywhereinthe

housebutnothing.Shejustfellonthefloor

andbrokedown,lwazicametoconsoleher.

Melu:(sobbing)theytookourbabyLwazi,

she'sgone.ThisisallmyfaultIshould've

stayed.

Lwazi:shhdon'tblameyourself,we'llfind

herIpromise.

Aftermelucalmeddownshecame

downstairs.

Melu:whodidthis!?

Ma-rose:itwasMsClaudia,shehitmewith

agun.Itoldhermadam Itoldhertoleave



butshedidn'tlisten.OhmyGoditsallmy

fault!(shestartedcrying)

Melu:noitsnot,itsthatbitch,tellmeyou

foundher.

TT:notyetbutwewill.

Meluturnedherattentiontotherestofthe

gang.

Melu:listenhere,youneedtofindmy

daughterdoyouhearme?

Gang:yesmam!

Melu:ifyoudon'tfindherthenshoot

yourselvesintheheadorI'llkillyou

myself,yourlivesdependonfindingherdo

youhearme!?

Gang:yesmam!

Melu:good,dismissed!



Allthemenranout,TTandLwazijust

remainedinamazement.Thefollowingday

melu,LwaziandTTweresittingintheliving

room whenlwazi'sphonerang.

Lwazi:itsClaudia!

Melu:thatbitch,letmetalktoher

TT:Idon'tthinkthat'sagoodidea.

Lwazi:Iagree

Melu:mxm

Lwaziputthephoneonloudspeakerwhile

TTwastryingtotrackthephonesignal.

Lwazi:Claudiawhatgameareyouplaying?

Claudia:stillrudeIsee,tellyourguysthere's

noneedtotrackmeI'llsendyouthe

coordinates.

Lwazi:whatdoyouwant?



Claudia:toplayofcourse,soyouandwifey

needtocomeovertonight,toodles.

Lwazi:shehungup,whatdoyouthinkthisis

about!?

Melu:yourdickobviously,isitmagicalor

somethinglikedoyoufuckthesebitches

crazyorsomething.

Lwazi:notnow,shejustsentthecoordinates,

itsaysweshouldcometogether.

Melu:am gonnafuckthatdummyup.

LateronMeluandLwazigotdressedand

drovetothelocation.Whentheygotinside

Claudiawasholdingacryingkhwezi

surroundedbyabunchofguys.

Melu:givememychildclaumidia.

Claudia:bitchyouknowmyname.



Melu:callmebitchonemoretimeseewhat

happens.

Boss:ladiesladiescalm yourselves.

Melu&Lwazi:ROBERTO!

Rob:intheflesh,whatdidyoumissme!?

Lwazi:whatdoyouwant!?

Rob:isn'titobvious,myQueenofcourse,you

stoleherfrom me.

Melu:areyouactuallyfuckingserious?

Rob:yes,Ineverstoppedlovingyoumelu.

Lwazi:Claudiahowareyouinvolvedinallof

this!?

Rob:Ihiredherofcoursethenshelosther

wayabitbutthensheredeemedherselfby

comingupwiththeideaofkidnappingour

littleprincessoverhere.



Melu:youdidwhat?

MeluchargedatClaudiabutlwazistopped

her.

Melu:am goingtokillyou,youdum slut.

Rob:(laughing)GodI'vemissedyou.

Lwazi:sohowdoyouseethisending?

Rob:withmetakingmybridebacktoItaly.

Melu:phambene(youcrazy).

Lwazi:andwenaClaudiawhat'syourgoal?

Claudia:wecangetbacktogetherbaby,I'll

evenraisekhweziwithyou

Rob:seehappilyeverafterforeveryone.

Lwazi:Isee,there'sonlyoneproblem with

that.

Rob:whatisit?



Justthenhundredsofmengotinholding

guns

Lwazi:you'reinmyterritory,nowjusthand

overmybabyandI'llforgetaboutyourlittle

stuntthenyoucangohome.

Rob:wellplayedDlaminiJrhowdoIknow

youwon'tjustkillmeanywayifIgiveyou

yourchild.

Lwazi:you'llhavetotakemywordforitof

course.

Rob:yourwordiskindauselesstomeso(he

openedhisshirtandhewasstrappedtoa

bomb)soifyoushootthenwealldie.

Lwazi:oknogunsthen.

Rob:goodnowClaudiagivethem their

child,thisisnotoverMeluI'llhaveyouone

day.



ClaudiagaveMeluthebabythensheand

Robandhismenleft.Everyonewenthome,

melugaveherdaughterabaththenfood

thenputherdownfornap,shedidn'twantto

leavekhwezi'sside.

Lwazi:heyyoushouldgotosleepwe'resafe

now.

Melu:(crying)we'reneversafelwazi,you

heardhim.Ican'traisemydaughterinfear

lwaziIcan't.

Lwazi:youdon'thaveto,comesee.

DownstairsTTwasbusyonhislaptop.

Melu:seewhat?

TTshowedherpicturesofRobandClaudia

attheairport.

TT:myguyplantedabombonRob'sjet

whileyouguyswerebusy.



ThenTTshowedheravideoifRoband

Claudiagettingintheplane,thethejetlifting

offthenexplodingintheair.

Melu:what,when?

Lwazi:seeItoldyounottoworry,Iknew

aboutRobtheminutehelanded.

Melu:whydidn'tyoutellme?

Lwazi:Ididn'twanttostressyou.

Melustartedhittinglwazithenshehugged

him.

Lwazi:no1willeverhurtyouguys,I'llalways

protectyou.

Melu:can'tbelievethatbastardisgone,Idid

wanttopunchclaumidiajustoncethough.
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*

*

*

AftertheRobsituationIrealisedhowmuch

Ivaluemyfamily,sonowIwilldoeverything

inmypowertomakesureIneverlosethem.

Iwokeupnextmorningandmeluand

khweziwerealreadyup.

Melu:coffee?

Me:always,howdaddy'slittleprincessover

here.

Khwezi:dada!(sheliftherarmsup,soI

pickedherup).

Me:didyouhearthat?

Melu:hearwhat?

Me:shecalledmeDada.



Melu:Ididn'thearthat,butIknowsheknows

howtosaymamathough.

Me:mxm yousojealous.

Melu:ohcomeonshe'sstillabityoung

relaxshehasplentyoftimetosay'Dada'.

Me:Iknow,she'sgrowingupsofastthough.

Melu:Iknow,IwishIcanjustfreezeherin

time.

Me:ncoooowismamagettingabit

emotional?

Melu:(closetotears)nope.

Igotupandhuggedherthenkissedmy

littleprincess

Melu:haibonobreakfast?

Me:Ihaveaverybusydaytoday.Goodbye.

Melu:bye



Evenkhweziwavedgoodbye.Ifonlymelu

knewthekindsurpriseIhaveplanned.I

arrivedatworkandLisa(mynewassistant)

wasalreadysittingatherdesk.

Lisa:GoodmorningSircanIgetyou

anything?

Me:uhm nojusttellmeaboutmyday(Isaid

sittinginmychair).

Lisa:wellyouhaveabunchofmeetings

todayandyourfatherisonhisway,hesays

heneedstotalktoyouaboutsomethingso

Icancelledyourmorningmeetings.OhandI

completedthatsecretmission,I'llbeback

withsomeoptionslater.

Me:okthankyouLisa.

Myfatherarrivedinminutes.

Dad:niceassistantyouhave.



Me:don'tworryshe'snotyourtype.Lisa

saidyouwantedtotalktome.

Dad:theSantiagoJet!

Me:(remainingcool)whataboutit?

Dad:didyouhavesomethingdotowithit

exploding.

Me:whywouldI?

Dad:don'tgetsmartwithmeboy.

Me:Iapologisefather.

Dad:am stillthegeneralremembersono

attacksshouldbemadewithoutmy

knowledge.

Me:IassureyoufatherIhadnothingtodo

withtheSantiagos,ifIdiditwouldbeonlyif

theythreatenedmyfamily.

Dad:mmhIsee,I'vetaughtyouwellmyboy,I



mustgetgoingheyandtheassistant.

Me:likeIsaidnotyourtype.

Dad:verywellthen,goodjobwiththe

companywe'remakingmoremoneythan

ever.

Me:likeyousaidyoutaughtmewell.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Thingshavebeensogoodatwork,Anitais

workingasmyheadchefandWesismy

managerthoughIfeelliketheydon'tlike



eachothersometimes.Wedecidedkhwezi

shouldgotopreschoolshedoeshave

securitywatchingheratalltimes,that'sjust

thelifeshe'llhavetolivefrom nowonam

nottakingchances.TodayIam surprising

Lwaziwithlunchhe'sbeenworkinghimself

sillyrecently.WhenIarrivedIjustletmyself

inhisoffice,hewaslaughingwithsomegirl

whentheynoticedmethegirlquickly

closedabriefcase.

Me:uhm am sorryIdidn'tmeantodisturbI

justbroughtlunch.

Lwazi:nonsenseyoucanalwayscome

here,ohThandothisisLisa.

Her:hisassistant,Godyou'reprettierin

person.

Me:thanksbuthaveyouseenyourself,

you'reanabsoluterocket.



Lisa:andshe'snicetoo,Ilikeher.

ShewalkedoutandIputthefoodonhis

table.

Me:soIhavetogetgoing

Lwazi:you'renotjoiningme!?

Me:uhm Ican'tam sobusyIjustthought

maybeyou'rehungry.

Iquicklyleftandwentbacktowork,Itold

Weseverything.

Wes:Imeangirlwhatdidyouexpectthat

manisabsoluteflames,besidesshe'shis

assistant.

Me:Jaaveryhotassistant.

Wes:youcan'tbeupsetthoughcauseyou

haven'ttoldhim howyoufeel.

Me:Iknowitsjustwhatifhedoesn'tfeelthe



samewayanymore.

Wes:girlthatmanpointedagunatmeso

whatdoyouthink?

Hegotupandleft,maybeWesisright.Igot

homeandmadedinnerbutLwazididn't

showupsokhweziandIatethenIputher

tobed.IwaswatchingTVwhenLwazi

camehome.

Lwazi:ohhey,whyareyoustillawake!?

Me:TVistoogoodtonight.Soworkinglate?

Him:Ja

Me:soLisa.

Him:Lisa?

Me:Jashe'shotright!?

Him:Iguessbutshe'smyassistantsoI

don'treallylookatherlikethat.Whyareyou



asking!?

Me:huh!?

Him:aboutLisawhywereyouasking?

Me:justmakingconvo

Hestartedlaughingandgoingupstairs.

Him:someoneisjealous.

Me:youwish.

Am actuallyreallyjealousthough,butam

nottellinghim that.
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Am sogladmelustillcaresformeenough



tofeeljealousy.Iwentupstairsandtooka

showerthecalledTT.

TT:what'sup?

Me:howdideverythinggo?

TT:herfamilytriedtobeabitdifficultbut

everythingwentgreat.

Me:that'sgood,sowhenwilleverythingbe

ready!?

TT:bytheendoftheweek.

Me:andtheotherthing?

TT:sorted

Me:thankx

TT:anything.

Ihopethisworksorelseam fucked!

*



*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Ijustdraggedmyselfupstairsanddecided

tocallmyaunt,itsbeenawhile.

AuntBee:hello!

Me:hyauntyareyougood?

Her:yesmybaby,what'swrong?

Me:nothing,why?

Her:you'recallingmethislate.

Me:nothingIjustmissedyouthat'sall.

Her:ncoooowImissyoutooNana.



Me:itsLwaziaunty.

Her:(cough)ohwhatabouthim?

Me:he'sbeenactingabitstrangelatelyand

hehasthisassistant,she'ssoprettyandI

thinkam stillIinlovewithhim.

Her:everythingwillbefine.

Me:howaunty?

Her:justtrustme,lookmybabyIneedto

sleepgoodnightNana.

Shedroppedthecall,that'sabitstrange.So

Ijusttuckedmyselfinandslept.Iwokeup

thenextmorningandtookashowerthen

gavekhweziashowerthenmadebreakfast.

Lwazicamedownbutleftimmediately,it

almostfeelslikehe'savoidingme.AnywayI

drovemybabytoschoolthenwentto

work,Anitacameinmyofficewithabunch



ofmagazines.

Anita:heyyoubusy?

Me:kinda

Anita:okgood,Iwantyourhelp

Me:okwhat'sup?

Her:takealookattheseforme.

Me:weddingdresses?

Her:yes,mycousinisgettingmarriedsoon

butshe'shavingatoughtimechoosing.

Me:okletmesee(Iflippedthrough)this

oneIguess.

Her:ha.afriendyoucan'tguessyouhaveto

besure,okwouldyougetmarriedinit?

Me:JaIwoulditsnice,youknowIlike

sparklythingssoIlovethisoneactually,Ja

thisonewouldbeperfectformebutIdon't



knowaboutyourcousin.

Her:JayourightI'lljustkeepaskingaround

Iguess.

Me:ok.

AfteralongdayatworkIwenthomeand

lwaziwasalreadythereforachange.

Him:hy

Me:hey

Him:Imadesupper.

Me:(laughs)you?

Him:okmaybeMa-rosehelpedabit,oklike

alot.

Me:Iknewit,sowhat'stheoccasion?

Him:justthoughtIshouldmakeupfor

avoidingyou.

Me:ohsoyoudidthatonpurpose?



Him:notreally,it'sjustsohardbeingaround

yousometimeswithoutwantingtotouch

you.

Me:(cough)oh,sowhere'skhweziImissed

her.

Him:she'swithmyparentstheymissedher,

sorryfornotasking.

Me:don'tbesillyshe'syourdaughter.

Him:whatareyougoingthisweekend!?

Me:workIguess

WecontinuedeatingthenIwenttobed.It

wasnowSaturdaymorningandkhweziis

stillnotback,wehadtoclosetherestaurant

foraweekforfumigationbecausea

customersawacockroach.Sotodayam

homesoafterItookashowerIwent

downstairslwaziwasalreadyhavingcoffee.



Me:hey

Him:hy,coffee?

Me:please,Imisskhwezi

Him:metoo,weshouldgogether.

Me:now?

Him:Jalet'sgo.

Me:whataboutmycoffee?

Him:bringit.

Wegotinthecarandhedrove,hewasquite

thewhole.

Me:yougood?

Him:me?

Me:yesyou,youseem abitnervous.

Him:Jaam good.

Me:whyareweatthebeach?



Him:Ijustwanttowalkinthesand.

Me:OKlet'sgo.

Wegotoutandwalkedaround,wewould

keepplayinginthewater,itwasfun.

Him:meludoyouloveme?

Me:loveyou,alothashappened.

Him:answerme.

Me:yesIdo,itdoesn'tevenmattercause

youhaveLisanow.

Him:(laughing)Lisa,mxm Lisaismarried.

Me:so?

Him:toawoman

Me:oh

Him:lookwho'scluelessnow(laughing).

Me:mxm Ididn'tpointagunatherlike



somepeople.

Him:mxm,Melu.

Me:what!?

Hewentdownonhisknee.

Me:waitwhat'shappening.?

Him:Iloveyoumeluthandogumede,Iloved

from themomentIfirstlaidmyeyeson

you,alothashappened,we'vebeenkept

apartbyalotbutIneverlosthope.Meluwill

youmakemethehappiestmanonearth

andmarryme?

Iwasalreadycrying.

Him:forthefirsttimesomethinghasyou

speechless.Sowhatdoyousay!?

Me:Isayyes,YesI'llmarryyou.

Him:omgshesaidyes(hestartedyelling



that).

Hepickedmeupandkissedme.

Anita:wait,y'allcandothatlater,melucome

withus.

Me:waitwhat'shappeningnow?

Him:Idon'twanttowaitanymore,weare

gettingmarriedtoday.

Me:waitreally,whatifIsaidno?

Lwazi:thenIwould'vebeenheartbroken.

Anita:comeonlet'sgo.

Shedraggedmeaway.
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Anitadraggedmetohercarandwedrove

tothisgorgeousmansion.Wethenentered

andwewentupstairsandmy

aunt,khwezi,lwazi'smother,wesohandurg

nolwaziwasthere.

Me:ohmygodeveryoneknew.

AuntBee:seeItoldyoueverythingwillbe

ok.

Wes:OKoktimetogetdressedam gonna

gocheckonthedecor.

Melu:itsthedress.

Anita:yepnowlet'sgetready,thisis

Samanthashe'sdoyourhair,make-up,nails

theworks.

Isatdownandgotready.



Lwazi'smom:youlookbeautifulsweetheart.

AuntBee:youreallydomychild

Istartedcrying.

Anita:notears,youlooktooprettyforthat.

Me:(crying)am sorryitsjustthatam so

happy,Ineverthoughtthiswouldactually

happen.

Wescoveringhiseyes.

Wes:iseveryonedressed?

Us:yes

Wes:oktheguestsandgroom arehereso

youhavefiveminutes.

Anita:OKgetout.

Wes:Idon'tlikeyou.

Anita:Idon'tcare



Wes:onedayI'lltakethatmanofyours

Me:okguysnottodayplease.

EveryonewalkedoutandIfollowed,my

fatherwaswaitingatthebottom ofthe

stairs.

Me:dad!

Dad:youlookbeautifulsweetheart,you

remindmeofyourmother.

Me:thanksdad.

Dad:lookIknowwe'venevergottenalong

butjustknowthatI'vealwayslovedyouand

thatmanouttherelovesyou.

Me:youreallythinkso?

Dad:Iknowso,itsthewayhelooksat

you,nowlet'sgetyoumarried.

HewalkedmedowntheaislewithVusi



Novasinging,Lwaziwasclosetotears.My

fatherhandedmetoLwaziandsatdown.

Lwazi:(whispering)youlookamazing.

Ijustblushed.

Priest:whogivesawaythisbride?

Dad:Ido

Priest:verywelllet'sproceed.Weare

gatheredheretodaytojointhesebeautiful

childreninholymatrimony,let'sstartthings

abitdifferentisthereanyoneherewho

objectstothisUnion,speaknoworforever

holdyourpeace.

Welookedaroundthenlaughedinrelief.

Priest:verywellIbelievethatyouhave

writtenyourvows.

Me:vows?..yooo



Everyonelaughed.

Lwazi:I'llstart,MeluthandoGumedeIstand

infrontofyouandeveryonehereahumble

man,aboveanythingam grateful,am

gratefulbecauseGodhasblessedasinner

likemewithoneofhisangels.Ourlovehas

neverbeenwithoutit'sownhuddlesbut

nothingworthfightingforcomeseasy.You

challengedmefrom themomentyoumet

me,youchangedmeforthebetter.Ilove

everythingaboutyou,Iloveyour

stubbornness,Iloveyourfeistyness,your

cooking,yourheartbutmostofallIlove

howyouloveourdaughter.Losingyou

wouldbemybiggestdownfall,Iloveyou

Thando,Iloveyouithurtsme.

Almosteveryoneincludingmewereintears.

Me:wellthat'snotfairhehadtimeto



practice.

Everyonelaughed.

Me:okletmesee,LwaziDlaminiIloveyou,I

lovedyouwhenIwasn'tsupposeto,Ilove

yourspark,Iloveyourstubbornness,Ilove

thefactthatyouplannedallofthiswithout

mefindingout.Youalwayskeepme

guessing.IwillneverneedSuperman

becauseI'llalwayshaveyouasahero,Ilove

howyoukeepsavingmesometimesfrom

myself,Ilovethefactthatyoulikeacting

toughbutyouareabitsoftie.

Lwazi:hey!

Me:Ilovethefactthatyou'remyfriend

aboveanythingLwaziyouaremybest

friend,Ilovethefactthatyoulovemyflaws.

AndfinallyIloveyoubecauseyouteachme

everydayhowIshouldbeloved.



Lwazi:(whispers)Iloveyou.

Me:(whisper)Iloveyoumore.

Priest:therings.

TThandedustherings.Youknowwhat

happensnext.

Priest:youmaynowkissyourbride.

Lwazipickedmeupandkissedmewhile

spinningmearound.

Priest:IintroducetoyouMr&MrsDlamini.

Everyonecheered.

Werandowntheaisle.Wewentandtook

somepicturesthenheadedtothereception,

itwassobeautifulWesdidagreatjob.We

hadourfirstdancewithkhwezithenate

andhadfun.Ihadtogoandchangethen

wehadthetraditionalwedding.Itwasnow



verylateandweweregoingtoour

honeymoon.

Me:am notcomfortablewithleavingkhwezi.

Lwazi:she'scomingwithus,she'lljuststay

ontheothersideoftheislandwithma-rose.

Me:island?

Lwazi:yesnowlet'sgo.

Wedrovetotheairportandgotonthe

jet,theflightwassolongIthinkImust've

sleptinthefirsthour.Iwokeupwithkhwezi

jumpingontopofme.

Khwezi:mommymommyata!ata!

Shesaidpointingoutthewindow.

Me:we'reherealready,howlongwasI

sleeping?

Lwazi:thewholeflightactuallywejustdidn't



wanttowakeyou,howareyouwifey?

Hekissedme.

Me:good(yawning)

Ma-rose:yoomychildI'veneverbeenona

planebefore.

Lwazi:comeonwehaveanislandtosee.

Weallgotoutandexplored.Therewere

soldierseverywherebutIpretendedlikeI

didn'tnotice.Weshowedma-rosetoher

villawithkhwezi.

Lwazi:youhaveeverythingyouneedhere,

butifyouneedanythingChristinawilltake

careofyoureveryneed.

Ma-rose:ahelperwithahelper,yoooGodis

good.

Lwazi:(laughs)okwe'llseeyouguysina



weekenjoyyourselves.

Ihuggedma-rosethenhuggedandkissed

mybaby.Iguessit'sbettertohaveher

closerthaninSA.Wethenarrivedatour

villa,itwassobeautiful,thebedroom hada

viewoftheocean,mysuitcasewasonthe

bed.

Me:whendidyouevenhavethetimeto

packmyclothes?

Him:Ihavemyways,nowlet'sgetreadyfor

dinner.

Me:areyoushoweringwithme?

Him:we'resavingwater.

Me:(laughing)ofcourseweare.

Wegotinandhadaninnocentshower,I

keptstealingglancesatitandyoooitwas

likeapython.



Him:stopstealinglooks,am yourhusband

nowsoifyouwanttolookjustlook.

Me:am scaredLwazi,I'venever.

Him:shhhwe'lltakeeverythingslow,this

timeisaboutgettingtoknoweachother

againashusbandandwife.

WegotoutandIworealongsummerdress

andsomesandalsandweleft.Wegotona

littleboatthenayatch.

Me:howrichisyourfamily?

Him:(laughing)that'snotimportant,now

we'llspendthenightherejustunderthe

stars.

Me:inthemiddleoftheocean,youknowI

can'tswim right?

Him:(laughing)really?



Me:yesdon'tlaugh.

Him:am sorrybutwithmehereyouhave

nothingtoworryabout.

Wesatdownandhadaprivatechefprepare

dinnerforus,weateunderthestarsjustme

andmyhusband.

[07/14,19:29]R: {Warning:steamyscene
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Itsbeenacoupleofdayssincewearrived

ontheisland,itsbeenpurebliss.We

haven'thadsexandhonestlythat'sOKwith



meam willingtowaitforheruntilshe's

ready,ithasn'tbeeneasythoughbecause

mywifeisfuckingsexyy'all.Iwaswoken

upbymyphonecall,Igotoutofbedand

wenttothekitchenbecauseIdidn'twantto

wakeupThando.

Me:thisbetterbegood.

Sthe:whatever!Whenisthegoldenboy

returninghome?

Me:broam onmyhoneymoon,whatdoyou

want,doyouwantmoneyagain!?

Sthe:somethinglikethat.

Me:Igaveyou50kbeforeIleftwhatdidyou

dowithit!?

Sthe:useditobviously,manenoughwiththe

millionquestionsareyougonnagivemethe

moneyornot?



Me:am notgivingyoumorecash.

Sthe:mxm ifIwastheCEOIwouldn'thave

tobeaskingformoneyfrom mylittle

brother.

Me:wrong,ifyouweren'tajunkiethenyou

wouldn'tbeaskingformoney.Nowam on

myhoneymoondon'tbothermeagain(I

droppedthecall).

SthembisoandInevergotalonggrowingup

thingsgotworsewhenIwasmadeCEO,

lwando(myeldestbrother)hashisown

companysohedidn'tcare,nolwaziismore

focusedonbeingaglamoroushousewife.

SostheandIweretheonlycandidatesfor

theCEOposition,hefeltlikeheshould've

gottenitbecausehe'solderproblem ishe

hasadrugaddictionandmyfather

considershim aliabilityinthefamily,the



onlypeopleIfeelsorryforarehiswifeand

kids.Icreepbackintomybedandsnuggled

mywife.

Her:hey,whowasthat?

Me:mybrother,let'snottalkabouthim

Her:whatdoyouwanttotalkaboutthen?

Me:Eishbabethatmorningbreath.

ShepunchedandIjumpedoffthebed.

Me:(laughing)am kidding.

Her:mxm

Me:areyoumad.?

SheignoredmesoIgotontopofherand

tickledher.

Her:(laughing)stopit.

Me:notuntilIgetakiss.



Her:Ihavemorningbreathremember?

Me:Iwasjokingnje!YouknowIlove

everythingaboutyou.

Her:mxm

Shejumpedoffthebedthenwenttothe

bathroom andIheardwater,guessshe's

takingashower,sojalsogotnakedand

joinedher,Iwashedherback.

Her:whoinvitedyouin?

Me:thatass.

Her:(laughing)mxm am stillmadatyou.

Me:letmemakeituptoyou.

Ipickedherupandkissedher,Ipushedher

uptheshowerwalls.Shereachedformy

memberandstartedplayingwithit.

Me:babedon'tdothat.



Her:(whispers)dowhat,this?

Shewentonherkneesandstartedsucking.

Me:(groaning)tyoobabedon'tstopam

almostthere.

Justtheshestoppedandgotoutthe

showerandwenttobrushherteeth.

Me:ha.aThandoyou'rebeingunfair.

Her:badbreathremember!?

Shegotoutandleftmestandingthere.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*



*

That'llteachhim,Igotdressedthenwentto

thekitchenandmadebreakfast.Aboutan

hourlaterhefinallycameout.

Me:youwereinthereawhile.

Him:hadtotakecareofsomeunfinished

business.Babeam sorry.

Me:am notangry.

Him:younot?

Me:nope

Him:thenwhydidyoupunishme?

Me:Ididn'tpunishyou,youdidthatto

yourself.

Ikissedhim.

Me:nowcomeonitsahotdaytoday.

Him:I'llteachyouhowtoswim.



Me:Idon'tthinkso,am notafish.

Him:youscared!

Me:am notscaredam justsmart.

Him:oksmartypantslet'sgo.

Wespentthewholedayplayingandjust

enjoyingthesun.Tonightisourfinalnight

soI'vedecidedthatam ready,soIworethe

sexylingerieAnitapackedformeandI

dishedupforhim adecoratedthewhole

Villawithroses.

Me:(screaming)okyoucancomeinnow.

Him:wow,what'sallthis?

Me:you'renottheonlyonewith

surprises,comesit.

Hesatdown,IwassonervousIwashardly

eating,hemust'venoticed.



Him:youdon'tneedtobenervous,wedon't

needtodoanything.

Me:noam ready

Him:am seriousThando,Idon'twantyouto

feelpressuredintodoinganything.

Me:justshutupandcomeandkissme.

Helaughedandpushedthetableasideand

pickedmeup.

Him:whatwasthat?

Me:Isaidshutupandkissme.

Hesmashedhislipsonmine,herippedthe

lingerieoff.

Me:(gasping)thatwasexpensive.

Him:(panting)I'llbuyyou50more.

Hecarriedmetothebedwithoutbreaking

thekiss.Hetookofftherestofmylingerie



whileIwastakingoffhisclothes.Wewere

nowbuttnaked.

Him:areyousure?

Me:morethananything.

Hekissedmealloversendingshiversdown

myspine,hisfingerstrickledallovermy

body,hecuppedeachboobandplayedwith

them,hislipsfoundtheirwaytomy

nipples,hewentdowntokissmystomach

andthenmyfairyandIletoutasoftmoan

whilegrabbingthesheets,heexploredmy

everycornerandIreleasedmyjoyallover

him whilecurlingmytoes,helickedme

cleanandcamebacktomymouthandhis

tongueworkedit'smagicwhilehisfingers

playedwithmyfairylikeaguitar.Ihad

multipleorgasimsthenhewhispered'are

youready?'AllIcoulddoisnod,hetriedto



entermultipletimesbutcouldn't.

Him:you'retootight.

Me:(whispered)please.

HetriedagainandIflinchedeverytime.

Him:baberelax

IdidasIwastoldthenhepushedhimselfin

andtearsescaped,hemovedslowlyand

witheverythrustIfoundpleasureinthe

pain.Wemadeloveallnightthenafterhe

pickedmeupandwebathedtogetherand

thatwassopainful,afterthathedriedme

thengotmedressedandputmebackto

bedandwecuddledthenslept.Itwasnow

timetoleaveandwewaitedforMa-rose

andkhweziontheplane.Khwezipractically

jumpedwhenshesawmeIpickedupand

huggedandkissedher,thenma-rose.I



limpedtomychairwithmybabyinmyarms.

Ma-rose:areyoualrightmychild,you're

walkingabitfunny.

LwazilaughedandIglaredathim.

Me:noam okma,didyouguysenjoy

yourselves?

Ma-rose:yoooIwasamadam,Ishould

thankyouagainmychildrenyoutwoare

trulygodsangels.

Shewentonandon,theLwazihuggedme

andwhispered.

Lwazi:thankyouforlastnightandam sorry

aboutthepain.

Ijustkissedhim andplayedwithmybaby

butshequicklyfellasleepandIdidaswell.

Lwazi:Thandowakeup,we'rehere.



WegotoutandTTandAnitacametopick

usup.

Anita:yooomyfriendImissedyou,andIsee

husbandpoppedthecherry,youwalkinga

bitfunny.

Ihitherarm andhuggedTT,weallgotin

anddrovehome.

Me:whyarewedrivingtothewedding

venue?

Lwazi:becauseitsournewhome.

Me:(hittinghisarm)sayyou'rekidding.

Lwazi:ouch,noam seriouswecouldn'tlive

intheoldhouseanymore,weneededanew

start.

Ihuggedandkissedhim.

Me:whatdidIdotodeserveyouthough,but



nomoresurprises.

Lwazi:maybe

Me:nopromise.

Lwazi:Ipromise

Me:IloveyouMrD

Lwazi:IloveyoumoreMrsD.

[07/14,19:29]R:Insert44
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Am gladThandolikesthehouse,honestlyI

feltlikeitwould'vebeenabitweirdlivingin

theoldoneashusbandandwifeseeing

thatthat'swhereIlivedwithZintle.Thando

andIwerejustlayinginbedafteranintense



sessionoflovemaking.

Thando:butbabethishouseisabithugefor

onlyfourpeople.

Me:wellthenwe'lljusthavetofillitupwith

morelittleones.

Ifelthertenseup,shegotupandworea

robeandstoodbythewindow.

Me:am sorryIwasn'tthinking.

Her:(alreadywithtearsrollingdownher

face)youknowthatkidsareasensitive

subject,ImeanIalwayswantedtobea

motherbutthenweweretoldaboutthis

stupidcurse,Ididn'tbelieveitbutthen

seeingMelodieinfrontofme.

ThenshebrokedownandIquicklygotup

andhuggedher.

Me:looklet'snoteventhinkaboutthatnow,



comelet'srest.

Wewentbacktobedandslept,wewere

wokenbykhwezijumpingonthebed.

Thando:Idon'twanttogobacktowork.

Me:let'sjustgobacktotheisland.

Her:asmuchasIwishIcoulddothatbut

am sureAnitaandWesareburningmy

restauranttotheground,solet'sgetup.

Shetookkhwezidownstairsthencame

backwhileIwasshoweringthenjoinedme

andyouknowwhathappened.Thandowas

stillgettingdressedwhenmyphonerang

anditwasmymotherinvitingusoverfor

dinner.

Me:babeareyoureadytogo?

Her:am ready



Me:andyou'rewearingthattowork?

Her:yes

Me:butit'srevilingallmygoodies.

Her:and?

Me:(kissing)Idon'twantabunchofmen

lookingatthem.

Her:theycanlookalltheywantbutno

touchingallowedbesideshaveyouseen

thisringam sureyoucanseethisbabyin

outerspace.Andwhataboutyouareyou

wearingthosepantstowork.

Me:what'swrongwiththem?

Her:(grabbingmypackage)they'reexposing

everything.

Ijustpickedherupandwegotundressed

anditwentdown.



Her:we'regonnabelate

Me:so!You'reabossandam aboss.

Her:mxm nowIhavetochange,didyou

reallyhavetoripmyjumpsuitoffthough!?

Me:itwasdistracting,ohandwe'regoingto

myparent'shousetonight

Her:(screamingfrom thecloset)for?

Me:dinner.

Shecameoutwearingasexylongbutfitted

dresssohercurveswereperfectlyshaped.

Me:ha.aThandonowyou'rekillingme.

Her:what'swrongnow,thisisalongdress.

Me:butdidyouseewhatitdoestoyour

body,tyoo!

Her:mxm weneedtogettowork.

Shekissedmethenwalkedout,Ifollowed



andwedroveinseperatecars.Iarrivedat

workandStevewassittingonLisa'sdesk.

Me:andthen!?

Steve:justhavingaconversationwiththe

Lady.

Lisa:urgIseewehavearat

problem,welcomebackboss.

Steve:yeshowwasthehoneymoon,Iwant

allthedirtydetails.

Ijustwalkedpassedhim andgotinmy

officebuthefollowed.

Steve:yourassistantissofuckablethough

Me:she'smarriedsolayoff.

Steve:mytypeofwoman.

Me:toanotherwomanbro!

Steve:evenbetter.



Me:you'recrazy,butseriouslyshe'smarried

toCJ.

Steve:thebigscaryone?

Me:yep!Andyouknowshewouldbreak

yourfaceifsheknewaboutyour

shenanigans.

Steve:saynomorebro!Sothehoneymoon.

Me:whataboutit?

Steve:didyouguyshavesex?

Me:tsek!Stevegetbacktowork.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*



*

*

WhenIgottoworkallofthem jumpedand

screamed,chewingmyearoff.Iwenttomy

officebutAnitaandWesfollowed.

Wes:ohmyGod!Spillthebeans.

Me:about?

Wes:don'tplaydum,thehoneymoonhow

wasit?

Me:ok

Anita&Wes:OK!

Me:Jaitwascool

Anita:telluseverythingitwasn'tjustcool

becauseyouwerelimpinglasttimeIsaw

you.

Wes:girl!Didheputitonyou?



Me:Wesley!

Wes:what!?Nowtelluseverything.

Itoldthem everythingandcontinuedtalking

untilIchasedthem out.Lateronmy

husbandtextedthathewasoutside,shitI

forgotaboutthedinnersoIborroweda

scarffrom oneoftheladiesandcovered

myhead.IgotinthecarandkissedLwazi.

Me:where'skhwezi?

Him:Idecidedtoleavethem,she'sstillabit

tiredfrom thetrip.

Me:Iunderstand.

Wearrivedandlwazi'smotherattackedus

withahug.

MIL:ohmydarlings,didyouenjoyyour

honeymoon?



Me:yeswedid.

MIL:that'sgreat,comeeveryoneisalready

sittingatthetable.

Sheledusthereandonebrothergotupand

huggedLwazithencametome.

Him:hywehaven'tmetofficiallyam lwando

theoldestbrotherandthatismywifeIlana.

Shegotupandhuggedme.

Me:nicetomeetyouam.

Her:ohIknow,youweresobeautifulon

yourweddingday.

Me:thankyou.

Lwando:andthat'sSthembisoandhiswife

Dani.

Heignoredusbuthiswifejumpedupand

huggedme.



Dani:nicetomeetyou,nevermindmy

husbandhe'sabitmoodytoday.

Sthe:don'ttalkaboutmewoman,sityour

assdown.

MrD:notinmyhouseSthembiso!

Lwando:andIbelieveyoualreadyknowour

sisterNolwaziandthat'sherhusbandSizwe.

Hetriedtogetupbutshegrabbedhisarm.

Wesatdown.

Nolwazi:whyareyoudressedlikea

prostitute?

Theroom whensilentandIcouldseeLwazi

wasgettingangrysoIheldhishandand

lookedatmeandkissedme.

Nolwazi:Iaskedaquestion,evenyoursister

wasabitrespectful.



Me:Iwouldliketobeexcused.

MIL:that'soksweetie

Me:nolwaziIwouldlikeawordwithyou

outside.

Nolwazi:am notgoinganywherewithyou.

SoIjustgotupandgrabbedherskinnyarm

anddraggedheroutside.

Her:whatthehelldoyouthinkyou'redoing?

Me:shutup!NowIusedtohearmysister

talkaboutyou,IwouldliketoassureyouI

am nother.NowIthoughtpunchingyouthe

lasttimewouldbeenoughbutIseethat

didn'tworksonexttimeyouopenyourlittle

mouthI'llpunchyouinthethroatdoyou

hearme?.

Her:whodoyouthinkyouareanywaythisis

myfather'shouseandIwillnot



BeforeshecouldfinishIpunchedherinthe

neckthenstomach.

Me:am sorrywereyoutalking?

Shejustshookherheadwithtearsrolling

downherface.

Me:that'sagoodgirlnowcleanyourselfup

wehaveadinnertogobackto.

IwalkedbackinsideandIsatdownthen

shefollowed.

MIL:iseverythingok?

Me:everythingisperfect,wewerejust

havingasisterbondingsessionright

nolwazi!?

Shejustnodded,thewivesweregiggling

andeventhebrothers.

MrD:she'stheoneLwazi.



Lwazi:Iknow.

Heleanedoverandkissedme.

[07/14,19:30]R:Insert45
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Itsbeenacoupleofmonthsandthings

betweenThandoandIhavebeengreat.We

werewokenupbyaloudknock,Iquicklygot

mygunandwentdownstairsandThando

followedwithhergun.

Me:doyouknowhowtousethat?

Thando:shhhjustopenthedoor.

Ma-rosecamefrom thekitchenwithapan.

Me:reallyapan?



Thando:justopenit.

WhenIopenedthedoorIwasshockedto

seeabloodydani(Sthembiso'swife)

holdingherdaughterandJrwashiding

behindhismother.

Me:Dani!Whathappened?

Dani:(sobbing)am sorryIhadnowhereelse

togo.

Thando:ohmyGodsweetiegetinsideits

socoldouthere.

Theysatdownandma-rosetookSamantha

(baby)andwentupstairswithjunior.

Me:whathappened!

Dani:hecamehomehighandstartedasking

meformoneythenhebeatmeup,heleft

thenhecamebackwithabunchofgirls,so

Itookmykidsandran.



Thando:comeonlet'sgetyoucleanedup.

Iwasfumingwithanger,soIcalledTTand

hesaidhe'dmeetmethere.WhenIarrived

TTwasalreadytherewejustkickedthe

doordown.Hewaslayingtherewitha

bunchofgirlsaroundhim anddrugs.Iwent

tothekitchenandgotsomewaterand

addedicethenpoureditonhim.

Sthe:WTF!

Me:getup!

Sthe:getthefuckoutofmyhouse.

Me:Isaidgetup,you'rewomanbeatermos

sogetupandfightaman.

Sthe:I'llbeatyouup.

Me:getupandwe'llsee

Hegotupandthrewthefirstpunchandhe



missed,Ipulledhim byhisarm anddragged

him downandstartedpunchinghim.I

must'veblackedoutwhilebeatinghim

causenextthingIknowam beingpulled

away.

TT:stopitman!You'llkillhim.

Me:maybeheshoulddie,he'safuckingdog.

Wedraggedhisasstothecaranddroveto

myparentshouse.Lwandowasalready

waiting,mymothercamedownstairsacting

crazy.

Mom:ohmychildwhathappenedtomy

child,Lwazi!?

Me:Ibeathim up

Mom:youdidwhat,youcould'vekilledhim.

Dad:(stillstandingonthestairs)you

should'vekilledhim.



Mom:howcouldyousaythathe'syourson.

Dad:thatbastardhasneverbeenmyson

andwillneverbe.

Mom:shutup,notinfrontofthekids.

Dad:theyneedtoknowthetruth.

Me:truth!

Dad:yourmothersleptwithGumedewhileI

wasawaywhenIcamebackshewas

pregnantwithSthembiso,Iforgaveherand

wehadyouandnolwazi.Hehasneverbeen

mine,sincethenGumedehasowedme

causeIsparedhislife.

Me:WHAT!

Mom:(sobbing)it'strueIwasalonelyyour

fatherwasinthearmyanditwasalways

lwandoandI,MrGumedewasyourfather's

bestfriendandhewouldoftencomeand



checkonmethenourrelationship

progressedthatwasbeforehemarried

Zanele(melu'slatemother),itwasa

mistake.

Sthe:(coughingupblood)thatmakesalot

ofsense,that'swhyam soscrewedupand

whyyouhatedmesomuchgrowingup,am

abastard.

Mom:don'tsaythat.

Sthe:itstrueyou'reawhore!Afuckingdirty

whore!

Mom slappedhim andranupstairs.Ijust

walkedoutanddrovemyselfhome.How

am IgoingtolookatThandonowknowing

whatIknow.WhenIgothomeItooka

showerandgotinbed.

Thando:heyyouOK?



Me:Jajusthadtodealwithsome

stuff,comeonsleepwehadalongnight.

Ikissedherandheldherinmyarms,Ican't

tellheraboutStheitsnotmytruthtotell.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Lastnightwassodramatic,soIwokeup

earlyandmadebreakfastforeveryone,

everyonewasnowsittingandeating.

Me:sowhatareyougonnadonow?

Dani:goback



Lwazi:why,youknowhe'lljustdoitagain.

Dani:he'smyhusbandandIstilllove

him,besidesIdon'twantmykidsgrowing

upinabrokenhome.

Me:soyou'drathertheygrowupwith

brokenparents?

Dani:youwouldn'tunderstand

Me:thenmakemeunderstand,doyouwant

him tokillyouinfrontofyourchildren?

Dani:lookthankyouforyourhospitality,I

mustgetgoing,juniorcome.

Junior:butIlikeithere.

Dani:Isaidcome.

Me:let'slethim stayherefortonight,Ma-

roseyoudon'tmindright?

Ma-rose:ofcoursenot,leavethem hereI



watchthem.

Dani:okbuttomorrowam takingthem back.

Me:deal!

SheleftandIfollowed.WhileatworkI

calledmyauntovertohavelunch.

Auntbee:ohmyGodThandoyouareso

beautiful.

Me:thankyouauntyyoutoo.

Wesatandatewhilecatchingup,whenI

lookedoutthewindowIsawafamiliar

face,theywerebeggingforfood.

Me:that'simpossible.

Auntbee:what,whoarelookingat?

Me:I'llbeback.

Igotupandtriedtogetcloser.

Me:(screaming)HEYYOU,COMEHERE!



Theygotstartledandran,Idon'tknowwhy

butIranafterthisperson,theyoutof

nowhereIheard'boom'nextthingIknow

am onthegroundandpeoplestarted

gathering.

Me:(groaning)Ineedtostopgettinghitby

cars.

[07/14,19:30]R:Insert46
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Lwaziwasinhisofficewhenhereceived

thecallaboutMelu,hequicklyrushedtothe

hospitalandcalledhisparents.Hearrived

atthehospitalandstartedgoinginsane

askingeveryoneabouthiswife,thenhe



spottedTT.

TT:heybrocalm downshe'sfine.

Lwazi:whereisshe?

TT:inthere.

LwazirushedinandfoundMelusittingon

thebedheattackedherwithahug.

Thando:ouchmyarm Lwazi_!

Lwazi:am sorry,whathappened?

JustwhenMeluwasabouttospeakthe

doctorcamein.

Doc:MrsDlaminihowareyoufeeling!?

Thando:am inpain

Doc:we'llwriteyouaprescription.

Lwazi:issheOk!?

Doc:everythingseemsinorderbutam



sorryyourbabyunfortunatelydidn'tmakeit.

Thando:baby?

Doc:yes,am sorryIthoughtyouknew.

Excuseme.

ShewalkedoutandMelujustsatthere

numb.

Lwazi:am sorry,howdoyoufeel?

Thando:Idon'tknow,Iknowhowam

supposetofeelbutIcan't.HowdidInot

know,Imeanwehavesexalmosteveryday

andam notonbirthcontrol.

Lwazi:Iguessitsbecauseweweren'ttrying

sowedidn'tthinkaboutit.

Thando:thisismyfault,Ifailedyou.

Lwazi:heydon'tyoueversaythatyoucould

neverfailme,we'llhavekids,ifitsmeantto



bethenit'llwillhappen.

Thando:justholdme.

Meanwhileontheirwaytothehospitalthe

Dlamini'swerearguingaboutlastnight.

MrsD:whatyoudidwaswrongyou

shouldn'thavesaiditlikethat.

MrD:he'safuckingwomenbeater,heneeds

helpmaybefrom hisrealfather.

MrsD:ohshutupwiththat,whataboutyour

secretlovechildhuh!

MrD:that'snotthesameandyouknowit.

MrsD:youpracticallyforcedThomasdown

mythroatsoshouldItellyourprecious

bastardTTabouthisrealfather.

MrDlaminipunchedhiswifewithouteven

lookingather.



MrD:youwilldonosuchthing,TTisa

respectableyoungmanandrespectsmeas

hisgeneralyouwillnotcomparehim tothat

junkieofyours.

MrsD:fuckyou!

MrsDlaminitriedtocleanherselfupthen

theywentinside.WhentheygotinMrGand

Busiwerealreadyinside.Theroom

suddentlywentsilent.

Lwazi:ma!Whathappenedtoyourface.

MrsD:ncooyourfatherfeltlikerearranging

itthat'sall.

MrG:youbastard,youpromisedyouwould

neverhurtheragain.

MrGattackedhim andthetwooldman

startedbeatingthecrampoutofeach

other,LwaziandTTweretryingtostopit



whenSthembisobargedinholdingflowers

andhighashell.Everyonebecametense

andThandowasjustconfused.Lwaziwas

especiallynervouscauseheknewhow

unpretactablehisbrothercanbewhen

high,sohetrieddragginghim outbut

Sthembisorefused.

Sthe:leavemealoneam heretoseemy

sister.

Thando:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Sthe:ohsotheyhaven'ttoldyou,wellbig

brotherwill.seemymommyhereandyour

daddyherehad.

AndbeforehecouldfinishMrshithim with

avaseandhepassedout.

Thando:andthen?

MrsD:ohyouknowhowjunkiescanget



sometimes,boysgethim outifhere.

Thando:Lwaziwhat'sgoingon?

Lwazi:nothing.

EveryonewalkedoutdraggingSthewith

them.

Thando:what'supwiththisfamilyand

secretsthough.

*

Justagoodnightsnackforallofy'all.Keep

thelikes,comments,sharescomingIlove

youguys.

[07/14,19:30]R:Insert47

TT'sPOV

*

*

*



HellomynameisThomasWalkerbutyou

alreadyknowmeasTT.Am kindalikethe

muscleintheDlaminifamily,mymother

workedforthem ascleanerforyearsthen

afterIwasbornshemovedbackto

Zimbabwe.Westruggledalotgrowing

up,sowhenIturned18Ijoinedthe

army,that'swhereImetLwazi,Ididn'tlike

him atfirstcauseIthoughthewas

spoilt,wewouldfightallthetime.Thenout

ofnowherewebecamebestfriends,like

therewasabondpullingustogether.

Lwazi'sfatherwasourcommanding

officer,whenweleftthearmyhehiredmeto

workforhim.WhenIwentbackhomeand

toldmymotheraboutshehadaheart

attackandinthehospitalshetoldmeto

'stayawayfrom thosepeople,they'lldestroy

you',andshedied.Ihadno1whenshedied



soGeneraltookmeinI'vebeenapartof

thisfamilyeversince.Icurrentlylivewith

girlfriendAnita,ImetherwhileIwas

watchingmelu.Ikindaloveherthoughthe

conceptisabitraretome,Ionlylovedmy

motherandnowmyloyaltiesarewiththe

Dlaminifamily.ImustsayIdidfeel

somethingstrongforMelubutIknewLwazi

lovedhersowhenAnitacamebackIjust

wentbacktoher,Iknewshewasn't

pregnantbutIstayedwithheranyway.I

camebackfrom thehospitaltiredsoIjust

tookashowerthenslept,IheardanoisesoI

reachedformygun.

Anita:WFT!Enoughwiththegun.

Me:ohitsjustyou.

Nita:Ja,you'retooparanoid,youshouldn't

haveagun.



Me:Jawhatever,comegivemeakiss.

Her:Ihavenews.

Me:goodorbad?

Her:Idon'tknowforyoubutam pregnant.

Sheshowedmeabunchofpregnancytests

andIhuggedher.

Me:thisisamazing,wemustgetmarriedat

once.

Her:really?

Me:yesIdon'twantmybabygrowinguplike

us.

Her:babeam anorphan,sowho'sgoingto

walkmedowntheisle,negotiatemylobola?

Me:let'sgotocourt,tomorrowevenlet's

makeitofficial.

Her:yes,oklet'sdoitletmegobuyadress.



Sheranout,ImaynotloveAnitacompletely

butshe'stheclosestthingIhavetoareal

family.

*

*

*

Melu'sPOV

*

*

*

Igotdischargedfrom thehospitalsame

dayIwasadmitted,sonowam chillingat

home.

Lwazi:areyousureyou'regonnabeok,I

don'thavetogotowork.

Me:don'tbesillyitsjustanarm besides



Wesiscomingover.

Lwazi:ok

Me:babewhathappenedyesterdayand

don'ttellmeitsnothingcauseIknowyou

werelying.

Lwazi:thatwasSthembisobeingSthembiso

justignorehim.

Me:whatdidhemeanwhenhesaidsister

andbigbrother?

Lwazi:hewentlikeyou'rehissisterinlaw

andheconsidershimselfyourbig

brother,lookbabeam runningabitlate.

Me:ok.

SomethingtellsmeLwaziisstilllyingtome

causehecouldn'tlookmeintheeye.Iwas

sleepingwhenmyphoneranganditwas

WestellingmetoopensoIdid.



Wes:Darlingwhyareyouwearingsweat

pants,Imeanyouwerehitbyacarnota

truck.

Me:mxm justcomein.

Wes:Iboughtwineandtequila,whatwillyou

have?

Me:both,Ineedboth.

Wes:what'swrongdoll?

Me:IwaspregnantbutImiscarried.

Wes:ncooam sosorrydoll.

Me:itsOKIdidn'tevenknowIwas

pregnant,butthat'snotitIfeellikeLwaziis

lyingtomeaboutsomething

Wes:juicy,tellmore.

Antacameinwithabunchofbags.

Me:andthen.,wineortequila?



Anita:maybejuice,

Wes:whycauseeveryoneknowsyou'rean

alcoholic.

Anita:andeveryoneknowsyoufuck

alcoholics.

Me:easychildren,butWesdoeshavea

pointyoudoloveyourliquorsowhat'sup!?

Anita:am pregnantandTTwantstoget

marriedtomorrow.

Wes:tomorrow?

Anita:yes,hesayshedoesn'twanttohavea

childoutofwedlock.

Wes:thenwhydidhefuckyououtof

wedlockthen?

Anita:shutup!

Me:am sohappyforyoufriend,sowhereis



thisweddinghappening?

Anita:courthouse.

Me:court?

Anita:yep!

Me:OKthen

Wes:soundslikehedoesn'tloveyou.

Ihithim onthearm.

Wes:what!Itstrue,lwazi'ssurprisewedding

wasoutoflove,thiskindafeelslikehe's

hidingashamefulsecret.

Anita:mxm you'rejustjealous

Wes:ofwhat,aplayrushedweddingIthink

notsweetie.

[07/14,19:30]R:Insert48

Narrated



*

*

*

ItsbeenacoupleofmonthssinceTTand

AnitagotmarriedandMeludecidedthat

shewouldliketothrowthem adinner

party,besidesshehasn'tseenthefamily

sincethehospital.

Lwazi:Istilldon'tknowwhywe'redoingthis.

Melu:stopcomplainingitsimportanttome

andbesidestheydon'thaveafamilysowhy

can'tweshareourscrewedupone!

Lwazi:whatever,where'sMA-roseIhaven't

seenherlately.

Melu:herdaughterissicksoItoldherto

notcome.



Lwazi:who'sgonnahelpyouwithkhwezi?

Melu:shesentsomeoneover.

Lwazi:astrangerThando?

Melu:astrangerthatma-rosetrustssorelax.

Melurantothebathroom andthrewup.

Lwazi:seethisdinnerisabadidea,you're

gettingsick.

Melu:(from thebathroom)shutup.nowgo

openthedoorforWes.

MeanwhileattheDlaminimansionthings

werefallingapart,MrsDwasnowdrinking

everydayandMrDwasnotsleepingat

homeanymore.Sthembisohasbeenbetter

hewenttorehabandmovedoutofhis

houseandlivesbyhimselfbuthehasabig

secrethe'sbeenkeeping.TTandAnitahave

beenarguingeverydayandTTwassecretly



hookingupwithDani(Sthembiso'swife).

LwandoandilanaarrivedfirstandWesand

thegirlswerefinishingupcooking.

Sthembisoarrivedandgreetedhisbrothers.

Lwazi:heybroyoulookgood.

Lwando:youreallydolittlebro.

Sthe:thanksguysIfeelgreat.

Weswascarryingplatestothediningarea

whenhesawstheandhedroppedthem.

Melu:youoksweetie?

Wes:oham fineIjustslipped.

Ilana:I'llgetabroom.

Meluranupstairsandlwazifollowed

her,WeswenttothekitchenandSthembiso

followed.

Wes:(whispering)whatareyoudoinghere?



Sthe:thisismyfamilyremember,why

haven'tyouansweredmycalls?

Wes:(whispering)you'restillinthecloset

remember?

Sthe:don'tbelikethatyouknowIhavea

verycomplicatedsituation.

Wes:thengofixthatandleavemealone.

TTandAnitashoweduparguing.

Wes:andthere'sthehappycouple.

Anita:shutupWesley.

Wes:ouch!

Themenwherenowstandingoutsideby

thepool.

TT:women,we'vebeenmarriedforeight

monthsbutshe'salreadymakingmylifea

livinghell.



Lwazi:Iknowbro,Thandoactslikeshe

hatesmesometimes.

Lwando:(laughing)amateursI'vebeen

marriedfortenyearsandam perfectly

happy.

Lwazi:you'reluckycauseilanaisso

chilled,whataboutyousthehowarethings

withDani?

TTcoughedabit.

Sthe:honestlytheloveisnotthereanymore

Ievenmovedout.

Wes:dinnerisready.

Theyallwentinsideandsatdown,the

Gumedeswerealreadysitting.

Melu:okIthrewthisdinnerforthese

two(pointingatTTandAnita)tocelebrate

theirUnionandtojustgettogetherasa



family.

JustthentheDlaminisbudgedinandMrs

Dlaminiwasholdingabottleofwineand

alreadydrunkashell.

MrsD:sorryforbeinglateeveryonemy

husbandwasstillfuckinghiswhore.

MrD:shutupNontombi.

Melu:asIwassaying,familyisimportant

andwemusthaveeachothersbacks.

MrsD:Iagreefamilyisveryimportant,Isee

allmykidsarehere,Sthembisomybabydo

youstillhateme!?

Sthe:noMA,maybeyoushouldgoandrest.

Lwazi:Iagree

Mrs:am finehere,am sosorrymyhusband

forwhatIdidbutyouweregoneallthetime



Ididn'tknowIwouldfallpregnant.

MrD:enoughNontombishutupnow.

MrsD:Iforgaveyouwhenyousleptwith

Mariainmyhouse.

TT:mymother?

MrD:keepquiteNontombi.

MrsD:enoughwiththesecrets,yesThomas

yourmother,yourslutofamotherfucked

myhusbandthenranaway.

TT:you'rearemyfather,butyouletme

strugglegrowingupwhenyoulivedlike

royalty.

MrD:sitdownboy,youdon'tquestionme

am stillyourgeneral.

TTwasfumingbutmaintainedhis

composurebecausehestillrespectedhis



general.

MrsD:seedoesn'tthatfeelbetter,now

forgiveme.

Auntbee:comelet'sgoupstairsmyfriend.

MrsD:ohbusiyouknowIlovedyourbrother

right.

Auntbee:yesnowlet'sgo.

MrsD:Iwantedtoraisethebabywithyou

butzwelisaidhe'dkillyouandIcouldn'tlet

thathappenIlovedyoutoomuch.

Aftershesaidthatshepassedoutand

everyonewentquiteallyoucouldhearwere

plates.

Melu:waitwhoisthebaby,causeifits

Lwazithenthat'dbesick.Wellsomeone

answerme.



Lwazi:(lookingdown)itsSthembiso.

Melu:youknewbutyoudidn'ttellme.

Lwazi:itwasn'tmyplacetosayanything.

Melu:howaboutthefactthatam yourwife.

Theroom wenttenseagain.

Ilana:soDanihowarethingsathome?

Dani:(holdingSthembiso'shand)thingsare

great,weareworkingonourmarriage.

Sthe:stoplying.

Dani:shutup.

Sthe:am gay,thereIsaiditnowwillyoube

withmeWes?

MrG:am beingpunished,busiwemustdoa

ritualforthisboy.

Sthe:am notcrazyam justgay.



MrD:enoughwiththisrubbish.

Sthe:no,Iletyoubullymegrowingupbut

notanymore.WesIloveyouwillyoumarry

me?

Dani:areyoukiddingmewiththis,asifyou

haven'tputmethroughenoughnowyou

wanttoembarrassmebymarryingaman.

Sthe:am sorryabouteverythingIdidtoyou

butIloveWes,soweswhatdoyousay!?

Wes:Isayyes

Anita:Ithinkam goingtobesick.

Wes:ohjustshutupyoumiserablecow,just

becauseyoudon'thavelovedoesn'tmean

youshitonit.

Anita:youcallthismesslove.

Wes:that'sit.



WesthrewmashedpotatoesatAnitaand

shethrewjuiceonhim.

Melu:ENOUGH,YOUTWOSTOPBEHAVING

LIKEKIDSYOU'RESTARTINGTOANNOY

ME.You3(MrD,MrGandDani)stop

overreactingSthembisobeinggayisnot

aboutyouhe'sjustlivinghistruthhe's

probablythemosthonestpersoninthis

familyandam proudofhim.DaniIknowhe

hurtyoubutyouneedtomoveonandfind

happinessforyourselfandchildren.And

you(talkingtotheadults)weresupposeto

buildthisfamilyinsteadyou'retearingit

apartwithyoursecretsandlies,getit

together.

Lwazi:Thandoisright.

Melu:youshutupI'llgiveyouapieceofmy

mindlater.NowIworkedreallyhardcooking



thisfoodsoeveryoneshutupandeat.

Everyonestartedeatinginquitethenthey

weredisturbedbyaknock.

Melu:whatnow,someoneopenthedoor.

Ilana:I'llgetthat.

Shegaveback

Ilana:thisladysaysshe'syournewmaid.

Melu,lwazi,TT,MrD:Sindi!

Her:am sorrymadam forbeinglateI

couldn'tfindanyonetostaywithmyson.

Melu:itwasyou,thewomanbeggingfor

fooditwasyou.

Lwazi:howareyoualivesindi?

MrD:whatgameareyouplayingsindi?

Her:mynameisCamileandIcamehere

becausema-rosesentme.



MrDpointedagunather.

Her:(crying)ohmyGodwhatdidIdoto

you,Ihaveasontofeed.

Melu:putthegundown.

MrD:noam finishingwhatIstarted,no

loosestrings.

Melu:putthefuckinggundown.

TheycontinuedarguingthenAnita

screamedinagony.

Anita:watermywaterbroke,TTdo

something.

TT:ohmyGodLwazihelpme.

Anita:NOW YOUFUCKTHISISPAINFUL!

*

Ihadtotypethisinsertagainbecausethe

firstcopydisappeared.Remembertokeep



thoselikesandcommentscoming.Ilove

youguys,goodnight.

[07/14,19:30]R:Insert49

Narrated

*

*

*

Anita:AHHHH!NOW!

Melu:okcalm down,TTandLwazitakeanita

tothecar,SthembisoandWestakeMrs

Dlaminiupstairs,auntbeestayherewith

ilanaandwatchthekids.

MrD:letmetakecareofthisone.

Melu:shutupwiththat,no1isdying.You

sindiCamillewhateveryou'recalledgoto

theguesthouse.MrDlamini,DadandIwill



gotothehospital,Daniyou'realsocomingI

don'twanty'allkillingeachotherinmy

house.

Everyonescattered,theywerenowsittingin

thewaitingroom inthehospitalwhenthe

doctorcame.

Doc:youhaveahealthybabyboy.

EveryonecheeredandTTwascrying.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Wewerestillsittinginthewaitingroom but



everyoneleftitwasnowjustTTandmyself

andThandowasinsidewithAnita.

Lwazi:soyou'readad,howdoyoufeel?

TT:happy,butthenagainwhatworldam I

bringinghim into,AnitaandIdon'tgetalong

thenthere'stheissuewiththegeneral.

Me:butontheplusside,we'rebrothers.

TT:jaIstillcan'tbelievethat.

Me:jasocheerupandtryandfixthingswith

herforhissakeanyone.

ThandocameoutandhuggedTT.

Thando:shewantstoseeyou.

TT:ok,thanksforcoming.

Thando:anytimebroinlaw.

TTandIhuggedthenhewalkedaway.

Me:hey



Thando:you'remyridesolet'sgo.

ShewalkedawayandIfollowedher,guess

am stillindeepshit.Wedrovehomein

silencetheshegotoutandwentupstairs

andIwenttocheckonkhwezi.ThenIwent

toourroom,Thandowasstandinginnext

tothewindowlookingoutside.

Me:hey

Sheignoredme.

Me:comeonThandoyoucan'tstayangry

forever,itwasnotmysecrettotell.

Sheturnedaroundandthrewashoeatme.

Thando:stopsayingthat,weareateam

lwazi.am notangrybecauseyoudidn'tsay

anythingam angrybecauseyouwentoutof

yourwaytolietome,andyoudid

effortlesslyandthatscaresme.



Me:am sorrybabe.

Thando:wedon'tlietoeachotherthat'snot

whatwedo.

Me:canIhugyounow?

Thando:noyousmelllikethehospital.

Me:hey!

Thando:am kiddingcomegivemeakiss.

Me:am wanttodomore.

Thando:nolwazithewholefamilyishere.

Me:so,we'llbeveryquite.

Thando:(laughing)you'resoobsessed.

Me:withyou.

Ipickedherupandyouknowtherest.

*

*



*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

IwokeupearlysoIcouldmakebreakfast

onlytofindsindistealingfood.

Me:andthen!?

Her:(frightened)am sosorrymadam Iwas

hungryandIleftAyaaloneIneedthis

job(crying)am sorry.

Me:okcalm down,youdon'tneedtosteal

anythingyoucouldjustask.

Her:ohthankyoumadam,godblessyou.

Me:jawhatever,sohowoldisyourson?

Her:(herfacelightup)he'llbetwointwo



months.

Me:andyoulefthim alone?

Her:Ilefthim withaneighbourbutshe's

goingtoleavehim causeshe'sgoingto

work.

Me:let'sgogethim.

Igotmygun(Idon'ttrustthiswhore)and

askedoneoftheguystodriveusincase

shetriessomething.Wearrivedatthis

neighborhoodtherewereshacks

everywhere.Shegotoutandcameback

afteracoupleofminutesholdingherbaby

andaplasticbag.

Me:sothisisyourson?

Her:yes,sayhyAya.

Me:what'shisfullname?



Her:ayabonga

Me:where'sthefather?

IaskedeventhoughIknew.

Her:Idon'tknowhim,Idon'thaveanyone

exceptaya.

Me:oh,heyTom let'sgotothemallfirst.

Tom:yesmam

WegotoutandIboughtherandayaclothes

thenwewenttothetoiletsandthey

changedafterthatwewenttomug&bean.

Her:thankyouverymuchmadam you'reso

kind.

Me:itscoolandcallmeThando.

Her:(lookingdown)ok.

Me:sowhathappenedtoyou?

Her:(lookingsad)Idon'tknow,Iwokeupin



thehospitalsomekidsfoundmeinthe

trashwithaholeinmyhead,thedoctors

saidIwasverylucktolivethenIfoundoutI

waspregnantbutIdidn'tevenknowmy

name.

Me:sowheredidyougettheCamilleone?

Her:awomanthatwasnexttomewas

CamillebutshediedsoItookhername.I've

beenlivinginthestreetsallthistimeand

ma-roseusuallygivesmefood.

Me:jashe'sakindwoman,let'sgetback

everyonemustbeworried.

Wegotbacktothehouseandeveryonewas

havingbreakfast.

Lwazi:whyisshebackhere?

Me:sheworksforusremember.

MrD:whyisshestillalive,andwhywould



youleavebeforemakingfoodforeveryone?

Me:you'reeatingsowhat'stheissue?

MrD:thisone(pointingatWes)hadto

cook,butyou'rethewifehere.

Me:accurateam thewifenotthemaid.

Camilletakeyourclothesandgotothe

guesthouse.

Her:yesmadam ImeanThando.

SheleftandLwazidraggedmetothe

kitchenandhisfatherfollowed.

Me:ouchyou'rehurtingmeyouidiot.

Lwazi:whydidyoudothat?

Me:dowhat?

MrD:bringthatgirlhere.

Me:youmeanyourbabymama.

MrD:watchyourself.



Lwazi:thisisabadidea.

Me:lookrelax,youknowwhattheysay

aboutkeepingyourenemiesclosebesides

wecanwatchherperfectlylikethisthat

houseisbuggedsoanythingsheplanswe'll

know.Sheclaimstohavememorylossso

maybeyouneedtostopthreateningheror

shemightremembersomething.

Lwazi:andyoubelieveher?

MrD:jathatgirlismanipulative

Me:andam verycunning,Ihaveaplanjust

chillout,besidesIdon'tthinkshewould

enterthelionsdeanwillinglyifsheknew

whatwe'recapableof.

MrD:Ihopeyou'rerightaboutthis.

Me:artofwargentlemensowatchandlearn.

Ileftthem inthekitchenandwenttosit



down.Ifsindi/Camilleisplanning

somethingI'lldestroyhermyself.

[07/14,19:31]R:Insert50

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

ItsbeenacoupleofdayssinceSindimoved

intheguesthouseandhonestlyam not

happyaboutit.

Me:whydoesshehavetoliveherethough?

Thando:(from thebathroom)Ialreadyhad

thisdiscussionwithyou.

Lwazi:am notcomfortableinmyownhome

Thando,noshehastogo.

Thando:{layingnexttome)gowherelwazi?



Me:whereshewas.

Thando:areyouserious,thatplacewasso

dangerous,lookdon'tfeelbadforherfeel

badforyourlittlebrotherthen.

Me:wedon'tknowifthat'strue.

Thando:ohit'strue,Istoleyourdaddy's

toothbrushandtookAya'ssalivaandsentit

tothelab,andthere'sa99.9%thatheis

yourfatherschild.

Me:what,andyoudidn'ttellme!?

Thando:causeIknewyouweregonna

interferebesidesIdon'ttrustthatbitchno

morethanyoudosoIhadtofindoutfor

myself.

Me:whathappenedtonolying?

Thando:Ididn'tlie,ifyouhadaskedIwould

havetoldyou.Looklet'sstoptalkingabout



her,ifitmakesyoufeelbetterIgotheraflat

soshe'smovingouttomorrow.

Me:Good!

Thando:andIbuggedtheplacetoo.

Me:ohyou'resosneaky,Iloveit.

Thando:neverlosefaithinyourwifebabe.

Me:neveragain,nowcomeandgivedaddy

someloving.

Afterallofthatlovemakingwepassedout.

IwaswokenupbyThandoscreamingmy

namefrom thebathroom,soIjumpedup

andwentin.

Me:what'swrong?

Shehadfivepregnancytestsinherhand.

Me:you'repregnant?

Shenoddedwithtearsinhereyes.Ipicked



herupandspunheraround.

Me:Iloveyou.

Her:am scaredLwazi,whatifIdieorhave

anothermiscarriage.

Me:heyheyhey,everythingwillbefine,I

promise.

Ihuggedheragainandthenwewent

downstairsandhadbreakfastwithkhwezi

likealittlefamily.Itextedmywholefamily

aboutthenewsIwasthatexcited.

*

*

*

Sindi/Camille'sPOV

*

*



*

EversinceIlostmymemorymylifehas

beenamess,I'vebeenlivinginthestreets

andIdon'tevenknowwhoIam.Meeting

Thandohasbeenablessing,Idon'tknow

whyshe'ssokindtomeseeingthatno1

elseinthisfamilyseemstolikeme.Ever

sinceImetThando'sfatherinlawI'vebeen

gettingflashbacksabouthim,ofusinan

intimatemannerwhichisweirdcausewhen

hesawmehewantedmedeadforreasons

Idon'tknow.Thandotoldmethatshefound

aplaceformetolivein,Iguessitsbecause

Imakeherhusbandsouncomfortable,well

am gratefuleitherway.

Thando:iseverythingpacked?

Me:yes,thankyouforeverythingyou're

doingforme.



Her:stopthankingme,justtakecareofthis

littleone(playingwithAya)

Me:Iwill

Her:Ihavetogoandcheckonkhweziand

herfatherI'llbeback.

Me:ok

ThensomeoneknockedandIgotupand

openedthedoor.

Guy:oham sorryam justdroppingthese

filesoffforlwazi.

Me:ok

Guy:waitsindi,isthatyou,(laughing)look

whatSatanhasdraggedbackin.

Me:excuseme?

Guy:Ididn'tknowdogswereallowedinside,

doesLwaziknowthatyou'rehereoryou're



justbeingastalkeragain?

Me:am sorrydoIevenknowyou?

Guy:(laughing)waitisLwazievenaliveor

didyoukillhim?

Thando:Steve!Whatareyoudoinghere?

Stevethatnamesoundsfamiliar.

Guy:Iwasdroppingoffsomefiles,heyMel

didyouknowthatthistrainwreckwasliving

inyourhouse?

Thando:okthat'senough,comeonCamille

let'sgo.

Me:ok

Igotmythingsandbabythengotinthecar.

Me:whywasthatguybeingsorudetome?

Thando:he'sanidiotdon'tmindhim.Ohwe

arehere,comeletmeshowyouinside.



Me:yooothandothisplacelooksexpensive

Iwon'tbeabletopayrent.

Thando:don'tworryaboutthat,allthe

expenseshavebeentakencareof,just

focusonraisingyourson.

Me:(crying)thankyousomuch,you'rea

blessingindeed.

Thando:don'tmentionit,takecareof

yourselfCamille.

Me:Iwill.

Shedroveoff,ohmygodthisplaceisso

amazing.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV



*

*

*

ItsnowSundayanddecidedtothrowalittle

braii,AnitaandTTcouldn'tcomecauseof

thebaby.SoWes,ilanaandmyselfwere

chillingbythepoolwhiletheguyscooked

themeat.

Ilana:noThandotheyaregoingtoruinthe

meat.

Wes:she'stellingthetruth,asmuchasI

lovemymanthatboycan'tcookforshit.

Ilana:whydidn'tAnitaandTTcome?

Wes:probablykillingeachother.

Me:stop,theyjustdidn'twanttoleaveTJ

causehe'ssosmall.



Wes:namingthebabyafterthefather,how

original.

Me:stophatingyoushouldgoseehim he's

soadorable.

Wes:thatwouldbeacolddayinhell.

Ilana:comeonyoucan'thateababy

becauseofthemother.

Wes:ohDarlingIcouldneverhateababy

besidesthatbabyhasabitofTTinhim and

IlovemesoTT.

Me:uhm don'tforgetthatyourboyfriendis

rightthere.

Wes:fiancéeDarling!

Me:excuseme,howarethingsbetweenyou

guys?

Wes:amazing,problem isDani.



Me:whatisshedoing?

Wes:sherefusingtosignthedivorce

paperseventhoughSthembisobasically

saidshecouldkeepeverything,ohandthe

worstpartisshe'snotallowinghim tosee

thekids.

Ilana:youneedtounderstandthatshe'sstill

abithurt.

Me:Igetthatbutusingthekidsisjust

wrong.

Ilana:speakingofkidsIshouldgocheckon

ours.

Me:noI'lldoitIfeelabitcoldanywaysoI'll

getmyselfablanket.

Icheckedonthegirlsandtheywere

sleepingandma-rosewasalsopassedout

soIwenttomyroom upstairsandgota



blanketthenonmywayoutItrippedonone

ofkhwezi'stoysandIfellonthestairsand

landedonmystomach,Igotupandwent

backoutsidewheneveryonelookedatme.

Me:what!

Ilana:blood!

Ilookeddownandmylegswerecovered

withblood.

Me:Lwazi!

Lwazi:everythingwillbefine,Sthembisogo

getthecarstarted.

Hecarriedmerunningtothecar.

Me:(crying)itshappeningagain,am losing

mybaby.

Lwazi:everythingwillokbabe,relax.

Sthembisodroveusinapanic.
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Sthembisowasdrivinglikeamaniacwhile

Thandowasfreakingout.Theyarrivedat

thehospitalandThandogotadmitted,lwazi

waswaitingwithSthembisooutside.Before

youknewitthewholefamilyshowedup,

Wesandilanastayedhomewiththekids.

TTquicklyrantohugLwazi.

TT:youokbro?

Lwazi:Idon'tknowanymore,IfeellikeI



alreadyknowwhatthedoctorisgoingto

say,(crying)howam IgoingtofaceThando,

ItoldhereverythingwillbefineTT.

TT:comeonyouneedtobestrongforher.

Auntbee:he'srightlwazi,allofthisis

happeningforareason.

MrG:theancestorsarenothappywithus

weneedtoappeasethem.

Bee:bhutinotnow.

MrD:hehasapoint,ourchildrenarebeing

punishedforoursins.

MrsD:stopwithallthisdepressingtalk,we

don'tknowifshelostthebabyornotso

relax.

MeanwhileCamillehadbeengettingher

memorybackbitbybit,onethingshekept

rememberingwaswhenshewasinthe



warehouseandMrDshotheraftertelling

him aboutherpregnancy.Sheremembered

everythingheeverdidtoherandshe

wantedrevenge.Sheknewshewouldhave

tobecarefulwithherplotthistimearound.

ShetookAyaandwenttoThando'splace

whenshegotthereshewastoldthenews.

Camille:sothewholefamilyisatthe

hospitalrightnow?

Wes:yesgirl.

Camille:canyoupleasestaywithAyaforan

hourIneedtoseeher,she'sdonesomuch

formeIjustwanttoseeher

Wes:okoksparemeyourlifestory,butam

notababysitter.

Ilana:I'lldoit.

Camille:thankyousomuchGodblessyou.



Wes:justgoputhim upstairswiththeother

kids.

Shewentandputhim down,onherwayup

shethoughtabouthowstupidherplan

is,poisontakesalotofskillandMrD

doesn'ttrusther.Thensheremembered

Thandokeepsaguninaboxunderher

bed,shesneakedintheroom andgotit.

Wes:whatareyoudoinghere?

Camille:wheredidyoucomefrom?

Wes:Iaskedyouaquestionfirst.

Camille:(nervouslylaughing)Ineededto

usethebathroom.

Wes:thereareexactlytenotherbathrooms

inthishouse,whythisone.?

Camille:youcaughtme,Iwantedtospray

someofmissThando'sperfume.



Wes:oh,jaIgetitshesmellssonice.

Camille:Ishouldgetgoing.

Wes:okbyegirl.

Camillequicklygotoutandgotataxitothe

hospital.

Camille:thisisthedayyoudieDlamini.

Driver:what!?

Camille:ohnothing,justdrive.

Backatthehospitalthefamilywasnow

insideThando'sroom whenthedoorcame

in.

Doc:ohcanIspeaktoMrsDlaminiin

private.

MrG:littlegirljustspeak.

Thando:it'sok.

Doc:am sosorrybutyoulostthebaby.



MrsDandauntBeestartedcrying.

MrG:mychildwemusthaveaceremonyat

once.

MrD:yesI'llpayforeverything.

MrG:wedon'tneedyourmoney.

MrD:stopbeingproudGumedeweclearly

havemorethanenoughmoney.

Theycontinuedarguingwhilethewomen

wherestillcryingandpraying.

Thando:(calmly)pleaseallofyouleave.

No1listened,shedroppedavaseandit

madealotofnoisetheneveryonewent

quite.

Thando:ISAIDGETTHEFUCKOUT,I

WOULDTOBELEFTALONEWITHMY

HUSBAND.



MrG:but!

Thando:NOW!

EveryonegotoutandthenLwaziand

Thandowereleftalone.Nowordswere

sharedLwazijustclimbedonthebedand

heldhiswife,Thandobrokedownandcried

herlungsoutwhileLwaziwastryingtohide

histears.

Backinthewaitingroom MrDlaminiandMr

Gumedewerestillarguingwhen

Camille/sindienteredwithaguninherhand

andpointeditatMrDlaminibutSthembiso

sawitfirstsohejumpedinfrontofhis

fatherandhegotshotinthechest.

EveryonewentdownandCamilledropped

thegunwhensherealisedsheshotthe

wrongpersonandstartedcrying,TTquickly

tookthegunwhilesecurityraninandheld



Camilledown.Theyallturnedtheirattention

toableedingSthembiso.

MrD&MrG:myson.

MrsDlaminifaintedandbusirantoherside.

Sthe:(coughingblood)Dad.

MrD&MrG:yesson.

Sthe:tellmykidsIlovethem

MrD:don'ttalklikethat,Someonegeta

doctornow!

Sthe:tellWesIlovehim.

MrD:am sorryIcouldn'tgivetheloveyou

needed.

MrG:am sorryfornotbeingthereforyou.

Sthe:(coughing)itsok,Iforgiveyou

guys.(laugh)thisissopainful.

MrD:hangintheremyboy.



JustthenSthembisotookhislastbreathe.

MrD:NONONO,SOMEONEDO

SOMETHING!

Bythetimethenursesanddoctorsranby

hissideitwastoolate,Sthembisowas

alreadygone.
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Idon'tevenknowwheretostartthelast

twoweekshavebeenabsolutehell,Ididn't

evenhaveenoughtimetodealwithmy

miscarriagewhenIwastoldabout

Sthembiso'sdeath.Ahugepartofmefeels



responsible,evenLwazihasbeenactinga

bitstrangelatelyIguesshealsoblamesme.

Sindihasbeensentencedtotwentyyears

andyesterdayalawyerdroppedoffforms

declaringthatsindihasgivenherparental

rightsovertome.She'sbeencallingme

eversinceshegotarrestedsotodayI

decidedtoactuallygo.

Me:am goingnow.

Lwazi:Idon'tevenknowwhy,butdon't

forgetwe'remeetingatmyparentshouse

tonight.

Me:ok

Hegotupandleft,Icheckedonthekids

thenmademywaytotheprison.Ikept

thinkingaboutwhatI'llsaytoher,dotoher

theninnotimeIhadarrivedandIjustsatin

mycar,shedoesn'tdeserveaconversation



butIwentinanyway.Shecametowardsme,

herfacewascoveredinbruisesandscars,

shewaslimping.

Me:Iseeyou'reenjoyingyournewhome.

Sindi:yep,IguessImadealotofenemies

bymessingwiththeDlaminis.

Me:am Isupposetofeelsorryforyou!?

Her:ofcoursenot.

Me:whatdoyouwantsindi?

Her:forgiveness.

Me:you'reaskingforitfrom thewrong

person,am notGod.

Her:pleaseThando,myintentionwasto

neverhurtyou,IjustwantedDlaminidead.

Me:wellhe'snot,insteadyoukilledmy

brother,aftereverythingIdidforyou



consideringthethingsyoudidtome.

Her:Iknow,am sorry.

Me:noshutup,am sickofhearingyour

sorrystheywon'tbringbackSthembiso,he

hadkidssindi,smallkidsandIcan'tlookat

thencausedeepdownIknowit'smyfault

theirfatherdied.Doyouknowhowmany

livesyou'veruinedbybeingstupidand

impulsive.SowhatDlaminiruinedyourlife

didyouthinkaboutAyawhenyouwere

planningonkillinghim,howwereyougoing

toexplaintohim aboutkillinghisfather.

Her:Iwasn'tthinking.

Me:ofcourseyouweren't,(crying)Ilostmy

childandbrotheronthesamedaycause

youweren'tthinking,what'syoursorry

goingtodohuhwillittakeawaythepain

andguiltIfeeleveryday.Doyouknowright



nowsindiIcouldkillyouaswespeak,these

wardensworkforDlamini,Icouldtellthem

tolookawayandtheywould.ButIwon'tdo

thatbecauseam notanidiotlikeyou,Ithink

beforeIact.Nowwhydidyouwanttosee

me?

Her:Ayapleasetakecareofhim andIknow

am notinapositiontoaskforanything

from youbutcanyoubringhim every

SundaysoIcanseehim,Idon'twanthim to

forgetme.

Me:you'rerightaboutonethingyou'renot

inanykindofpositiontoaskforanything.

Her:pleaseThando.

Me:no,I'llraisehim asmyown,asfarasyou

seeinghim that'sano,he'sakidhell

eventuallyforgetaboutyou.



Her:(crying)pleaseThando.

Me:am doingtoyouwhatyoudidto

Sthembiso'skids.

AsIgotuptowalkawayIlookedather

again.

Me:ohanditsMrsDlaminitoyou.

IlefthersobbingandIgotinmycarand

drovetotheDlaminimansion.BeforeIgot

outofthecarIsaidalittleprayer.Inoticed

Wes'scarsoIwalkedoverandhewas

sittingthere.

Me:(knockingonthewindow)hey!

Helookedupandgotout.

Wes:heybabe

Me:whatareyoudoinghere?

Wes:lawyercalledapparentlyam inthewill



asifIneedanymorereasonforDanitohate

me.

Me:don'tworrytheydon'tlikemr

either,comelet'sgoin.

Wegotinandeveryonewasalreadysitting

inthelivingroom andDanigotupwhenshe

sawWes.

Dani:what'shedoinghere?

Lawyer:Icalledhim,nowwecanproceed.

Weareheretoreadthefinalwilland

testimateofSthembisoDlamini.Tohis

childrenheleavesallhissharesforwhich

wifeDanielleDlaminiwillholdtheproxy

untiltheybecome21.TohiswifeDanielle

Dlaminiheleavesallhiscarsandthemain

house.ToWesleyJenkinsheleavesallhis

otherpropertiesandallhissavingstothe

amountof20million.Tohischildrenagain



heleavesatrustfundtotheamountof10

millioneachtowhichMrsmeluthando

holdstheproxyuntiltheybecome21.

Dani:that'sit?

Lawyer:Ibelieveso.

Dani:afuckinghouseandcars,washestill

ondrugswhendrewupthiswill.

Lawyer:wewereawareofMrDlamini's

strugglewithdrugssoamentalevaluation

wascompletedandhewassoundofmind

whenhehaditdone.

Dani:canIcontestit?

Lawyer:youcanbutIdon'tthinkyou'llwin

seeingthatatthetimeofdepartureyou

werelegallyseparatedandhefiledfor

divorceandhewaslivingwithMrJenkins.

Dani:sothisthingbasicallygeteverything!?



MrsD:calm downDani.

Dani:no,yousawhowthatjunkietreatedme

thenhehastheballstolivemewitha

houseandcarswhileheleaveshismistress

witheverything.NoIrefuse,Ideservemore.

ThelawyergotuptoleavethenWes

stoppedhim.

Wes:IknewhowmuchSthembisolovedhis

childrensoasmuchasIappreciatehisfinal

gestureIcan'tacceptit.Iam givingallofit

tohiskids.

Lawyer:areyousure?

Wes:yes,butI'dlikeThandotohavethe

proxy.

Lawyer:thatcanbearranged,youknow

wheneverythinggetsfinalisedthere'sno

turningback.



Wes:yes,itstherightthingtodo.

MrsD:nowIseewhymysonlovedyou,you

haveapureheart.

Me:am proudofyoumyfriend

Dani:mxm

Shestormedoff.

Wes:Ishouldalsogetgoing.

Heleftthenthelawyer,thefamilysatdown

forlunch.

*

*

*
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Needlesstosaylunchwasveryawkward

andquite.

Nolwazi:Ican'tbelievestheisreallygone.

Lwando:ja,he'dbedestroyingthischicken

rightnow.

Therewasaawkwardlaughthensilence

again.

Dad:itsallyourfault.

Thando:excuseme?

Dad:you'retheonewhostoppedfrom killing

her,nonofthiswouldhavehappenedifyou

letmehandleitbutnoyouhadtobemiss

knowitall.

Nolwazi:daddythat'snotfair.

Lwando:japopsyoucan'tblameThandofor



whatthatgirldid.

Thandolookedatmelikeshewantedmeto

saysomethingbutIlookeddown.

Thando:howisitmyfaultwhenshewanted

tokillyou,you'retheonewhotriedtokillher

inthefirstplaceaftershetoldyouthatyou

gotherpregnant..

Mom:youdidwhat,you'retellingmethat

boyisyours?

BeforeDadcouldrespondmyauntVictoria

bargedin.

Her:hellofamily.

Everyonegotuptogreether.

Lwando:auntVthisisThandolwazi'swife.

Her:ohtheonethatcan'thavekids.

Theroom wentquiteandIcouldsee



Thando'sspiritwascrushed.

Mom:what'sgoingtohappentotheboy?

Thando:sindisignedherparentalrights

overtomesohe'llcontinuelivingwithus.

AuntVictoria:waitsothisonecan'thave

kidsbutisturningmynephewshouseinto

anorphanage.

Mom:shutupVictoria.

Thando:pleaseexcuseme.

Sheranoutandeveryonelookedataunt

Victoria.

Her:what!?

Mom:youhaven'tbeenherefiveseconds

andyou'realreadybeingapain.

Vicky:don'ttalktomelikethatthisismy

brothershouse,buthonestlylwazimybaby



weshouldfindyouanotherwife.

Me:that'senoughauntVictoria,Thandois

stillmywife.

Igotupandstormedoffanddrovehome.

WhenIgotthereThandowassittinginthe

bedcrying.

Thando:youagreewiththem don'tyou?

IwantedtosaynobutIcouldn'tkeepmy

frustrationinanylonger.

Me:you'restubborn,Itoldyouaboutsindi

butyoudon'tlisten,youalwaysdowhatyou

wantregardlessofwhatotherpeoplethink.

Andnowmybrotherisdead.

Thando:HEWASMYFUCKINGBROTHER

TOO,Ididn'tevengetthechancetoknow

him likeyoudidbuthewasmybrothertoo.

(Crying)don'tyouthinkIblamemyselffor



lettingsindiinhuh,itsokifyoublameme

toobutyouknowwhatLwaziIdidn'tpull

thetrigger

Me:Iknowthat.

Thando:ohyoudonowthenwhywereyou

justsittingtherelikeafuckingmimewhile

yourfamilyhurledoutinsultsatme.Doyou

wanttoknowtheworstpartisthatnolwazi

defendedmeandthatbitchdoesn'teven

likemebutmyownhusbandjustsatthere.

OhandthisauntVictoria,whydidn'tyousay

anythingthen,ordoyouagreewithher?

IknowIshould'vesaidnoagainbutIjust

lookedatherwithoutsayingaword.

Thando:(crying)wowjustwow.

Shegotinthebathroom andlockedthe

door.



Iguesswejusthadourfirstrealfight.

*

WhatdoyouthinkofSthembiso'swilland

thefactthatLwazididn'tdefendhis

wife?.keeptheconversationgoing.

Remembertolike,commentandshare
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IwokeupthenextmorningandThando

wasnotnexttome.Ijustrolledoutofbed

andtookashower,gotdressedthenmade

mywaydownstairs.Thandoandthekids

withMa-rosewerehavingbreakfast.



Me:goodmorningeveryone.

Ma-rose:morningmychild.

Thandojustignoredmeandcontinued

eatingsoIjustmademyselfsomecoffee

andsatdown.Ayaandkhweziwerebusy

playingwiththeirfoodandlaughing,those

tworeallygotalong.

Ma-rose:stopityoutwo,eatyourfood.

Thekidsjustlaughedatherthensheended

uplaughingwiththem.

Ma-rose:youtwoareverynaughty.

Me:theyarereallyhappy,ifonlyadults

couldbethathappy.

Thandojustlookedatmethenbackdown.

SomeoneknockedonthedoorandIgotup

toopenitanditwasauntVictoriawitha

bunchofbags.



Me:anutVictoria.

Her:nonsensecallmeVicky.

Me:uhm jawhatareyoudoinghere?

Her:urgit'sthatmotherofyours,shekicked

meoutsoam stayingherenow.

Me:youare?

Her:comeonsphetakethosebagstomy

room.

Thenthispoorgirldraggedthebagsinside.

Vicky:ohLwazithishouseisbeautifulbutI

mustsaythefurnitureisabittacky.

Thandogotupandtookthekids.

Thando:ma-rosepleasehelpmewiththe

schoolbags.

Ma-rose:okmychild.

Theyallleft.



Vicky:rude,sphetakemybagsupstairs.

Her:yesma.

Me:who'sthat?

Vicky:she'scutenhe!

Me:am married.

Vicky:so,Igotyouanewwife.

Me:hayiIhavetogotowork,pleasedon't

causetrouble.

Igotupandwenttowork,duringtheday

lwandocametoseeme.Itoldhim

everythingandhegotupandhitmeover

thehead.

Me:ouchwhat'sthatfor?

Him:forbeinganidiot,broyoualwaystake

yourwife'sside.

Me:butIcan'tletherwalkalloverme



Him:itsnotaboutlettingherwalkallover

youitsabouttakinghersideinfrontof

everyonethendisagreeinprivate.Andaunt

Victoriawaswayoutofline.

Me:Iknow

Him:youneedtokickherout.

Me:Ican'tdothat.

Him:ifyoulikebeingmarriedyouwill.

Hegotupandleftme.

*

*

*
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ItsbeenacoupleofdayssincethisVictoria

arrivedandam honestlyexhausted.TodayI

camebackfrom workandcookeddinner

anddishedupforeveryone.

Vicky:ohmyGodthisfoodissosalty.

IjustignoredherandIfedmykids.

Vicky:sowhichoneisyours,ohwaityou

don'thaveanykids,sotellmeyoujustraise

otherpeople'skids?

Lwazi:Victoria!

Vicky:what,myboyyouneedawifethat'll

giveyouanheir.

IjustgotupandtookkhweziandAya

upstairsandgavethem abath,Ididn't

realiseIwascryinguntilAyawipedmyface

withhiswetlittlehand.



Khwezi:mamanosad.

Ijustlaughedandlookedatmybabies.

Me:you'rerightprincessnomoresad

faces,nowcomeonitstimetogetdressed.

Theyjustslashedthewaterandkepton

playingbutItookthem outanywayandI

gotthem dressedandputthem tobedand

theysleptimmediately.Iwasstandingby

theirdoorwhenma-rosecameoutof

nowhere.

Ma-rose:don'tlistentoher,you'reagreat

mother,andittakesaverystrongwomanto

raiseanotherwoman'schildasherown.

You'restrongmybabydon'tletanyone

makeyoufeelweak.

Ijusthuggedher.

Me:thankyou.



Iwenttomyroom andLwaziwasalreadyin

bed,Ijustwalkedpassedhim andtooka

showerandcamebacktolotionmybody.

Lwazi:Idon'tlikethesilence.

Me:Ihavenothingnicetosay.

Victoriaburgedin.

Her:oham sorry,Ijustwantedtosay

goodnight.

Thenshewalkedout.

Me:soshelivesherenow?

Him;Ican'tkickherout

Me:OK.

Iclimbedinbedandturnedtheotherway

andslept.NextmorningIwokeandgotmy

kidsreadythendroppedthem offatschool

thenwenttowork.Wesknockedonmy



officeholdingabunchofroses.

Wes:theseareforyou.

Me:throwthem away.

Wes:uhm noway,I'lljustkeepthem.

Me:seeproblem solved.

Wes:geezthatbad?

Me:I'drathernottalkaboutitorImightkill

someone.

Wes:Isurrender

Me:jalet'stalkaboutyouinstead,howhave

youbeensinceSthembisodied?

Wes:(sigh)I'vebeentrying,sometimesI

wakeupandcookbreakfastforhim thenit

hitsme,he'sreallygone.

Me:am sorrymyfriend,it'llgetbetter.

Wes:Iknow,cheerupyou'restartingto



scarethestaffwithyourmood.

Me:theyshouldbescaredam theirboss.

Webothlaughed.Iwenttopickupthekids

andtheytoldmeLwazialreadydidsoI

wenthome.WhenIgotthereVickyand

Lwaziwerelaughingupastorm whilethe

random girlwascooking.

Me:whatareyoudoinginmykitchen?

Her:missVictoriasaidImustcookformy

futurehusband.

Ijustlaughedmylungsoutandjoined

LwaziandVictoriaandtheystoppedand

lookedatme.

Me:don'tstoponmyaccount,sowhat's

thatgirldoinginmykitchen?

Vicky:wellsinceyouwerestillatworkItold

sphetocook,Imeanagoodwifeshouldbe



hometakingcareoftheirhusbandbutI

guessyouwouldn'tknowthat.

Me:andyouknowallofthiscauseyou're

whosewife.

Shedidn'tanswerIguessshewasshocked

Iresponded.

Me:mypointexactly.

Iwentupstairsandpackedeverythingthat

belongedtoherandIdraggeditoutside.

Vicky:whatareyoudoing?

WhenIwasdonewiththebagsIwentto

thekitchen.

Me:yougetout.

ShequicklywalkedoutItookthepotsshe

wasusingandIgavethem toher.

Me:goandfindyourfuturehusbandmy



childandcookforhim buthe'snothere.

Iwentbackinside.

Me:getoutVictoria.

Her:Lwaziareyoujustgoingtositthere

andletherdisrespectme?

Heremainedquite,almostalittleimpressed.

Me:IsaidoutVictoria.

Her:am notleavingthisismynephew's

house.

SoIgotoutmygun.

Me:sowhatwillitbeVicky,gunormyhand?

Vicky:Lwazidosomething.

Me:chooseVicky,ohI'lljustgowithmy

handsIdon'twanttokillabitchwithmy

kidsinthehouse.

SoIgotonthecouchandpunchedthe



livingshitoutofherthengrabbedherhair

anddraggedheroutsideandlockedmy

door,thenturnedmyattentiontoLwazi,I

threwcupsathim.

Lwazi:stopitThando.

Me:ANDYOU,THENEXTTIMEYOUFORGET

WHOYOURWIFEISI'LLCHOPYOURBALLS

OFFANDFEEDTHEM TOMYDOGS,DO

YOUHEARME?

Lwazi:I'vemissedyou.

Hecameoverandpickedmeupthen

startedkissingme.

Him:am sorryabouteverything.

Me:shutupandkissme.

Hedidashewastoldthenwhenhestarted

gettingabonerIpushedhim away.



Me:couchforyoutonight.

AndIwalkedaway.

Lwazi:comeonThando,Isaidam sorry.

Ijustignoredhim andlaughedwhile

walkingaway.Goditsgoodtobeback.
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Ihadagreatsleeplastnightknowingthat

Victoriaisoutofmyhouse.Iwokeupand

mademybedthentookashowerthen

headeddownstairsonlytobemetbythe

smellofbaconandthesoundofmykids

laughing.Istoodonthestairsandwatched



mylittlefamily.

Lwazi:comeandjoinus,Imadeallyour

favourites.

Me:blueberrymuffins,wow.Sowhendid

youhavethetimetobakethem?

Lwazi:Iwokeupat5.

Me:you5onaSaturday,never.Didyouhelp

him ma-rose?

Ma-rose:notatall,Ijustwokeupmyself.

Lwazi:seeItoldyou,noweatup.

Whilewewereeatingwegotdisturbedbya

knock,LwazigotupandopeneditandI

followedhim.

Victoria:that'sherarresther,sheassaulted

me.

LwaziandIlookedateachotherand



laughed.

Me:officertshepoitssonicetoseeyou

again,how'sthewife?

Him:ohshe'sdoinggreat,shejustgotanew

job.

Me:wowIhaven'tseenhersince.

Lwazi:ourwedding.

Victoria:HELLO,SHEASSAULTEDme

ARRESTHER.

Officer:didthishappenMrsDlamini?

Me:ofcoursenot,comeonofficeryouknow

meam notaviolenthumanbeing.

Lwazi:Ialsodidn'twitnessanyassault,

auntVickyjustsaidshewasleavingthen

Thandosimplyhelpedherwiththebags.

Ma-rose:evenIdidn'tseeanythingofthat



mannerofficer.

Me:see.

Victoria:they'relying,arresther.

Officer:am sorrymisswecan'tchargemrs

Dlaminiwithoutanyactualevidence.

Victoria:whatthat'sabsurd,myfaceisthe

evidenceyoufool,Iwilltalktoyour

superiorsI'llhaveyoufired.

Me:don'tmindher,poorauntVickycanbea

bityouknow,notcompletelyupthere.

Lwazi:jawethoughtshewasgettingbetter

butIguessherconditionhasgotten

worse,she'sbeingdelusionalnow.

Officer:Iunderstandtryandgetherthehelp

sheneeds,okgoodday.

Victoria:whatam notcrazy.



Iheldagunonherback.

Me:(whispered)don'tpushyourluck

vicky,wavegoodbye.

Shedidasshewastoldandthepoliceleft

andIpushedherinsidehidingthegunfrom

thekids.

Me:thatwasyoursecondstrikeVicky,next

timeIwon'tplaynice.NowIsuggestyou

crawlbackundertherockyoucamefrom

andnevercomeback.

Lwazi:she'srightauntVickyyoushouldgo.

Her:lwaziisthisyoumychild,Iusedto

changeyourdiaper.

Lwazi:andIloveyoubutIlovemywife

more,youalmostgotherarrestednowyou

crossedtheline.Pleasegetoutofmy

houseanddon'treturn.



SheleftandIlookedatLwaziimpressed

butdidn'tlethim see.

*

*

*

TT'sPOV

*

*

*

NothingchangedsinceIfoundoutthe

generalismydad,butIhavegottenvery

closetomysiblings.ThingsbetweenAnita

andIareamazingandwe'regettingalonga

bitbetterproblem nowisDani.WhenI

hookedupwithherIhonestlywasn't

thinkingandIstoppeditthemomentmy



sonwasborn,butshe'sbeencallingmeand

textingme.Itriedtostopitandshe

threatenedtotellAnitasoIdecidedtobeat

hertothepunch,todayImadebreakfastfor

Anitaandam goingtotellherthetruth.She

camedownstairsholdingTJ.

Me:goodmorningyoutwo.

Her:morningbabe,Iseeyou'vemadefood.

Me:ja,comesit.

WestartedeatingandIwassonervousbut

Ifinallybitethebullet.

Me:heybabe.

Her:hmmm

Me:Ineedtotellyousomething.

Her:okwhat'sup!?

Me:IsleptwithDaniawhileagoandam



sorry.

Shestoppedeatingandfocusedonme,she

wassurprisinglycalm.

Her:whyareyoutellingmethis!?

Me:guilt.

Her:that'sit?

Me:jaandshekindathreatenedtotellyou

ifIdon'tsleepwithheragain.

Her:ok

Me:younotangry?

Shegotupandtookjunior.

Her:weneedtogetreadyforlunchandyour

father's.

Thenshewalkedaway,thisreactionis

scaringme,she'stoocalm likeshe's

planningonkillingme.



*

*

*

Narrated

*

*

*

EveryonearrivedattheDlaminimansionbut

Thandoandlwaziwerestillinthecar.

Thando:Idon'twanttodealwithyourfather

again.

Lwazi:trustme,comelet'sgo.

Theygotin.

MrD:whatisshedoinghere?

Lwazi:beforeyoustartletmestopright



there,thisismywifeandyou'llgiveherthe

respectshedeserves.Sthembiso'sdeath

hurtusallbutsittinghereandpointing

fingerswon'tbringhim back.

MrD:Lwaziyou'respeakingtomelikethat

inmyhouse.

Lwazi:unfortunatelyifyoukeepon

attackingmywifeI'llhavetoforgetthat

you'remyfatherandyou'llbemyenemy.

MrD:boyyou'rethreateningme,whothe

fuckdoyouthinkyouare?

Lwazi:themanyouraisedmetobe.

Lwando:okeasygentleman.

MrDlaminijuststormedoff,mrsDlamini

huggedThandoandLwazithenfollowed

herhusband.

Lwando:am proudofyoulittlebro.



TT:ja,youstooduptothegeneral.

EveryonewassittingdownwhenMrDlamini

camebackallsmilesholdinghiswife's

waist,everyonelookedateachotherthen

laughed.

MrD:reasonwhyIwantedthefamilyto

meetisbecausewe'regoingtohavea

ceremonynextweek.

AsMrDlaminiwasspeakingDanicamein

withherkids.

Dani:oham sorryforbeinglatebutthekids

weregivingmeahardtime.

Anitajumpedoverthetableandstarted

beatingherthenstrangledher.

Anita:youhavetheballstosleepwithmy

husbandthenblackmailhim youtramp!

TheguysjumpedupandgotheroffDani.



Ilanajusttookthekidsaway.

MrsD:whathappenednow?

Anita:askthissnake.

Dani:(coughing)you'recrazy!

Anitarantothekitchenandgotaknifeand

stabbedDaniinthearm.

Anita:nowthat'scrazyyoubitch.

MrD:wemightneedtodotheceremony

sooner.

[07/15,19:22]R:54Continuation
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DaniwasscreamingherlungswhileThando



wastryingtoclosethewound.

Thando:ohmyGodshutthefuckup,TT

pleasetellmeshewasn'tbusycryinglikea

dyingcowwhenyouwerefuckingher.

Everyonelookedather.

Ilana:toosoon!

Thando:geezam sorryjusttryingtolighten

upthemood.

Dani:(crying)am pressingcharges.

Anita:wantmetopressmyfistonyourface

again?

MrD:bothofyoushutup,wedon'tinvolve

thepoliceinthisfamily.

Thando:besidesyoufuckedhermanshe

stabbedyourarm,all'sfairinmybook.

MrsD:IagreewithThandosoyoutwoneed



tocallatruce.

MrD:NOW!

Anita:truce.

Dani:truce

MrD:goodLordknowswehaveenough

enemiesweneedtosticktogether.

*

*

*

Insert55

{2yearslater}

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*



Itsbeenabusytwoyears,thingshavebeen

amazingbetweenlwaziandI.I'vesincehad

twomoremiscarriagesanditsbeenhard,I

recentlyfoundoutam pregnantagainbut

am nottellingLwazi,lastthingIneedtodo

isgethishopesupagainonlytodisappoint

him.Ithoughtafterthemanyceremonies

thingswouldbedifferentbutno.TTand

Anitaaregoodagain,Daniisdatingsome

techguynamedMarcus.We'rehonestly

gettingalongasafamily,todayam throwing

khweziandAyaabirthdayparty,Idecidedto

combinethem sincethey'reborninthe

samemonth.Peoplewereshowingupand

WesandIwerebusyinthekitchen.

Wes:damngirlareok?

Me:(withfoodinmymouth)what!?

Wes:you'reeatingeverything.



Nolwazi:jayou'regainingweightalittle.

Me:tsek!Am justhungry.

Anita:you'vebeenhungrysincewegothere.

Auntbee:stoppickingonmybaby.

Me:thankyou.

Auntbee:theydohaveapointNana,you're

gettingabitchubby.

Me:noam not.

Anita:youhavecakeonyourfaceThando.

Me:so?,newsflashitsabirthdayparty.Let

megocheckonmykids.

Iwalkedaway,Ineedtocoolitwiththefood

lastthingIneediseveryonegettingexcited

thenImiscarryagain.Wewe'rehavingfun

whenthecopsshowedup.

Officer:LwaziDlamini?



Lwazi:yes.

Officer:you'reunderarrest.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Lwazi:callmylawyer.

Ayaandkhwezistartedcrying.

Khwezi:mommywhyarethetakingdaddy?

Aya:isitbecausehe'sabadguy?

Me:noofcoursenot,thisisonlya

misunderstanding,daddywillbebacksoonI

promise.

ThereIgolyingtomychildren,Iknow

Lwazi'sfamilyisknownforbeing

dangerous,Imeantheyownanislandfor

Christsake,Ijustneveraskedhim aboutthe

otherfamilybusiness.AllIknowisthisis

theworsttimingever.



*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

I'vebeeninainterrogationroom forhours

nowandthisdetectivehasbeenyapping

forever.

Me:you'renewhereright?

Him:answerthequestion.

Me:Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingabout.

Him:thisis.apictureofyouandaColombia

druglord.



Me:weweretalkingaboutgolf.

Him:youthinkyou'recute?

Me:whatyoufindmeattractive?

Anotherofficercameinandwhisperedin

hisear.

Him:youcango

Me:whatwe'redonealready?

Him:getout.

IwalkedoutandTTcametopickmeup.

Me:thatwasclose,didyoucleanitup?

TT:ja,mycontactcamethrough.

Me:andwhothefuckwasthat

detective,challengingtheDlaminiclan?

TT:he'snew

Me:Iwanthisbadgeinmydesktomorrow,



no1arrestsmeinfrontofmykids.

TT:considerithandledbro.

TTdroppedoffanddroveaway.Needless

tosayam dreadingtoseeThando.Iwalked

inandshewassittinginthecoucheating

icecream andchips.Shejumpedupwhen

shesawmeandattackedmewithahug

thenpunchedme.

Me:wtfThando!

Her:don'tyoueverdothatagain,youhadme

answeringquestionsIknewnothingabout.

Me:shit!Sorrywon'thappenagain.

Her:itbetternot,youneedtotellme

everything.

Me:about?

Her:thebusiness.



Me:no,Idon'twanttoinvolveyou.

Her:welltoughshityouinvolvedmethe

minuteyougotattestedinfrontofme.

Me:maybeonedaybutnotnow,thekids

needyoulastthingIwantisthem losing

bothofus.

Her:(crying)am gonnaloseyou?

Me:nonono,calm downIdidn'tmeanitlike

that.

Her:wellthendon'tsaydumbshitlikethat.

Shekissedmethenthrewupinmyface.

Me:wtfThando.

Her:ohmyGodam sosorrythatcameout

bymistake.

Me:thisisgross.

Her:(crying)nowIdisgustyou!



Me:nobabeitsjustyoukindapukedinmy

face.

Sheslappedmethenranupstairscrying.

[07/15,19:22]R:Insert56

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Icleanedmyselfupinoneofthebathrooms

downstairsthenwenttoourbedroom.

Thandowassittingonthebedcryingstill.

Me:comeonbabeyouknowIdidn'tmeanit

likethat.

Her:Iknow,itsnotyouitsjust.

Me:you'repregnant!

Her:howdidyouknow?



Me:comeonbabeam notblind,you'vebeen

eatingmoreandhavingcrazymoodswings

plusyoukindagainedalittle.

Sheslappedme.

Her:youcallingmefat?

Me:no,never.

Shegotupandwenttothebathroom and

cried.

Me:Iputmyfootinmymouthagaindidn'tI?

Her:(from thebathroom)yes.

Me:am sorry,pleasecomeout.

ShecameoutandIpickedherup.

Me:am sorry,Icanbesuchajerk

sometimes,butIloveyouok.

ShenoddedandIkissedher.

Her:maybeyoushouldshowerfirst.



Me:why?

Her:uhm causeIthrewuponyouduh!

Me:didyou,Ididn'tnotice.

Her:mxm justgo.

ItookaquickshowerbythetimeIcame

backshewasfastasleep,infactshewas

snoring.SoIjustsnugglednexttoherand

dozedoff.NextmorningIwokeupand

madebreakfastforeveryone.Whilewe

wereeatingwegotdisturbedbyaknock

andIansweredit,itwassomeoldLady.

Me:canIhelpyou?

Her:yesam lookingformygrandsonIhear

heliveshere.

Thando:who'sthat?

Me:comeandseeforyourself.



Thando:ohhellomacanwehelpyou?

Her:likeIalreadytoldyourhusbandam

lookingformygrandson.

Thando:yourgrandson?

Her:yes,she'smydaughter'sson,he'sname

isayabongaandhe'ssindiswa'sson.

Thando:isthisajoke?

Her:no

Thando:didsindisendyou?

Her:yes

Me:wherewereyouallthistime?

Her:IlivedinDurban,thensindicalledme

tellingmeaboutAyaandshesaidImust

takehim withme.

Thando:wellyoucantellhertofuckoff,she

signedoverherrightssoAyaismyson.



Thensheslammedthedoor,andcriedinmy

arms.

Me:youneedtocalm downbabes.

Her:they'rearenottakingmyboyLwazi.

Me:no1istakinghim nowpleasecalm

down.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Itsbeenacoupleofweekssincethatlady

camehereandIam livid.Iknewsindicould

beavindictivebitchbutforhertotryand



takeAyaawayisjustcruel.LwazisaysI

needtoremaincalm andstressfreesoI've

beenathomeforaboutamonth.Wesand

Anitacameovertoupdatemeaboutmy

restaurant.

Wes:reallygirl,sweatpants?

Me:mxm shutupwena,whataboutthose

pantsyourballsmustbesuffocating.

Anita:(laughing)toldyouthosepantswere

tootight.

Wes:andItoldyouthatdressisadisaster.

Me:okdownchildren,tellmeaboutmy

business?

Anita:itsdoingfine.

Me:Ihopeyou'renotdestroyingit.So

WesleyIsawaman'shandonyour

instagram,isheyourboo?



Wes:maybe.

Me:doeshehaveaname?

Wes:Marcus,he'sanitspecialist.

Me:waitisn'tthatDani'sman?

Wes:Idon'tknow,itsnotlikeam friends

whithher.

Me:nowaydoyouhaveapictureofhim?

Wes:ja

HeshowedittomeandIjustbrokeoutin

laughter.

Me:friendthat'sDani'sboyfriendIswear.

Anita:youneedtostoptakinghermen.

Wes:itsnotmyfaultIhavethatthing.

Me:thiswillendbadlysoIdon'twanttobe

involved.



AfterawhiletheyleftandLwazicame

home.

Lwazi:noThandowhyareyoustillinyour

sweats?

Me:causeam relaxing.

Lwazi:youhaveadoctor'sappointment

remember?

Me:flip!,Itotallyforgot,whydidn'tyou

remindme?

Lwazi:Itriedbutyouwerebusysnoring.

Me:Idon'tsnore

Lwazi:uhm yesyoudo.

Me:whateverlet'sgo.

Thewholedriveweweresilent,Lwazikept

shaking.Wearrivedandwegotinside.

Me:stoptappingyourfootyou'remaking



menervous.

Lwazi:sorry.

Thedoctorcamein.

Doc:theDlaminis,howareyoutoday.

Me:nervous

Doc:noneed,okthiswillbeabitcold.

Me;OK

HedidhisthingandIwassqueezinglwazi's

hand,hekeptlookingatthemonitorand

lookingatus.

Me:whatiseverythingOK,tellmemybaby

isok.

Doc:bothyourbabiesarefine.

Lwazi:both?

Doc:yestheybothhaveverystrong

heartbeats,congratulationsyou'rehaving



twins.

Ididn'trealiseIwascryinguntilLwaziwiped

atearoffthenhuggedme.Thenallofa

suddenithitme.

Me:whatifIlosethem lwazi?

Lwazi:youheardthedoctor,theyare

strong,justliketheirmommy.

Me:anddaddy.

Am sohappyrightnow,Godpleaseprotect

mybabies.

[07/15,19:22]R:Insert57
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Hearingthebabiesheartbeatsmadeitso



real,allofasuddenmyfearscameto

life,whatifIlosethem orevenworsemy

wife.EventhoughZintleandIweren't

exactlysoulmatesitwasstilldifficultlosing

her,Ican'timaginelosingThando,Iloveher

toomuch.

Thando:pennyforyourthoughts?

Me:huh,uhm nojustthinkingaboutwork

andstuff.

Thando:heycanwepickupsome

McDonald'sonourwayhome?

Me:forthekids!!

Her:noforme,Icouldkillforsomenuggets.

Me:you'reeatingribsrightnow.

Her:so!?

Me:nothing,we'llpickupsomeMcDonald's



then

Her:thankyou,ohwhichremindsmemydad

called.

Me:ohhowishe?

Her:hewantstocomeovertomorrowfor

dinner,sayshewantstotellmesomething.

Me:doyouknowwhatthatcouldbe?

Her:hewouldn'tbecomingoverifhedid.

Me:easy,sodoyouthinkweshouldtellhim,

youknowaboutthepregnancy.

Her:Idon'tthinkwe'llhaveto,Imeanjust

lookatme,IlooklikeI'veswallowed20

watermelons.

Thenshestartedcryingandpeoplestarted

lookingatus,soIwentovertoconsoleher.

Me:heyheyheydon'tbesillyyoulook



amazing.

Her:(sobbing)noIdon't,am onlyfour

monthspregnantbutIlooklikeam nine.

Me:that'sagoodthingcausethatmeans

thebabiesaregrowingandthey'rehealthy,

wewantthatright?

Shenoddedthenblewhernose,don'tget

mewrongIlovemywifebutshe'sbecome

alittlelet'ssaylessladylike.

Her:heybabe,areyougoingtofinishyour

steak?

TokeepthepeaceIsaidnoandshedug

in,wegotsometakeawaysthenheaded

home.Whenshegothomeshethrewup

everything.

Me:youok?

Shedidn'trespondshejustcontinued



throwingup,shebrushedherteeththen

sleeplikeababyandIjustwatchedher.

GodIlovemywife.NextdayIwenttowork

andlwandoandStevewerehavinglunchin

myoffice,theylaughedatmewhenItold

theneverything.

Lwando:ilanawasthesameifnot

worse,alwaysaskingmeifshegained

weightandIalwayssaidno.

Steve:andgentlementhat'swhyam not

married.

Me:jabutyouhavekids.

Steve:Ihavebabymamasnotwives,allIhad

todowasgivethem moneythentheyleft

mealone.

Lwando:itsfineonedayyou'llgrowuptoo

Stevie.



Steve:never,am peterpan,latergrandpa's.

Thenheranout.

Me:idiot.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwasbusypreparingdinnerwhenkhwezi

andAyawererunningaroundinmykitchen.

Me:nonotinmykitchen.

Khwezi:Ayastartedit.

Aya:noshedid.



Me:Idon'tcare,shouldn'tyoutwobeinbed?

Them:no!

Me:itssevensothat'sayes,sogetyourlittle

buttsupstairs.

Khwezi:butmommywe'rebignow.

Me:nobutslittlelady,nowcomeandgive

mekissesthenofftobed.

Theydid.

Me:am takingyoutothebeachtomorrow.

Them:yey!

Aya:loveyoumommy.

Me:loveyoutoobabies.

JustthenLwazicameinandgavemeakiss.

Me:whyaresolate?

Him:youknowFridaymadnessplusIhadto



pickupsomewhiskeyforyourdad.

Me:helpmesetupthetable,he'sbringinga

guest.

Him:doyouknowwhoitis?

Me:obviouslynot,nowquicklybabethey're

almosthere.

Wequicklyfinishedupandtherewasa

knockandIopenedit.

Me:daddy,howareyou?

Him:greatmychild,helookedatmytummy

thenhuggedmethengreetedLwazi.

Me:haibowhere'syourguest?

Dad:shehadtodosomethingbutshe'llbe

here.

Me:ohsoitsashe,doIknowher?

Dad:yes,nowstopbeingcurioswhereare



mygrandchildren?

Me:sleeping,soshouldwestarteatingor

wait?

Justthensomeoneknockedanddad

openedit.

Lwazi:auntVicky?

Her:yes,comegivemeahug.

Me:you'vegottobeshitingme,whatthe

fuckisthisdevildoinginmyhouse?

Dad:meluthando!language.

Her:itsokbaby.

Me:baby!?

Dad:yesnowcalm down

Lwazi:comeonlet'ssit.

Her:ohIseeyougotpregnant.



Me:ohandIseeyougotuglier

Dad:Thando.

Me:noseriouslydadwhyisthisgarbagein

myhouse?

TheylookedateachotherthenVictoria

flashedringatme.

Lwazi:you'regettingmarried?

Her:yep,we'vealwaysknowneachother

growingupandwereconnectedrecently.

Me:Ithinkam goingtobesick!

Her:isitthepregnancy!?

Me:noyoudisgustme.

Dad:showsomerespect.

Her:itsokhoneyit'lltaketimeforherto

adjusttothefactam hermother.

Igrabbedabutterknifeandchargedather



butthenLwaziheldmeback.

Me:listenhereyoutrampmymotherdied

28yearsago,Godblesshersoul,nowifyou

everdisrespecthermemoryagainthiswill

bearealknifeandI'llgutyoualive.Nowget

thefuckoutofmyhouseorI'llhaveto

deliveronmypromise.

Istormedupstairs.

*

*

*

Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

Lifehasbeengreatthepasttwoyears,the



kidsaregrowingupandam workingnow

andthatswhereImetMarcus.He's

amazing,we'vebeenspendingsomuch

timetogetherbutforsomereasonwe

haven'thadsex.I'vebeenbasicallythrowing

myselfathim butnothing,sotonightIsent

thekidsawaytotheirgrandparentsand

invitedMarcusover.Heshowedupandwe

hadsomedinnerandnowwe'rechillingon

thecouchwatchingTV.

Me:sodidyouenjoydinner.

Him:(lookingattheTV)jaitwasnice.

Me:sowouldyoulikesomedessert?

Him:wealreadyhadchocolatecake

remember?

Me:ohmyGodsexMarcus,am talking

aboutsex,Iwantyoutofuckmenow.



Hefixedhisglassesthenlookedatme.

Him:ohthat!

Me:jasowhat'sup?

Hecheckedhismessagesthenputthe

phonedown.

Him:Ihavetogo,canIuseyourbathroom.

Me:mxm firstdoorontheleft.

Hegotupandleft,noguycanbethis

immunetosexhehastobecheating.SoI

tookhisphoneanditwasstillunlockedsoI

wentthroughhismessages,andmyworst

nightmarecametolife,he'sgay,ohmyGod

notagainandhe'stalkingtothatWes.SoI

gotmycarkeysanddrovetolwazi'shouse

andbangedonthedoorlikeacrazyperson

andtheybothanswered.Ididn'taskIjust

slappedThandointheface.



Her:wftDani?

Me:tellthatfriendofyourstostayaway

from myboyfriend.

Lwazi:goupstairsThando.

Her:ohyou'reluckyyoudumbbitch.

SheleftandLwazigrabbedmywristand

startedtwistingit.

Me:you'rehurtingme.

Lwazi:Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonandI

don'tgiveafuckbutthenexttimeyouput

yourhandsonmywifewillbethelasttime

youhavethem,doyouunderstand?

HiseyesweresocoldandInoddedwith

tearsinmyeyes.

Lwazi:nowthefuckoutofmyproperty.
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Igotinmycarandbasicallydrovehome

withonehand.WhenIarrivedInoticedthat

Marcus'scarwasstilloutside.Ijustgotin

andwentforabottleofwine.

Marcus:ohmyGodwherewereyou,Iwas

worriedsick.

Me:weren'tyouleaving?

Him:Iwasthen,whathappenedtoyour

wrist?

Me:noneofyourbusiness,lookyoushould

getgoingyourboyfriendmustbeworried

aboutyou.



Him:ohsoyoudidreadmymessages!?

Me:that'snoteventhepoint,you'regay

Marcus.

Him:Icanexplainthat.

Me:noneed,lookIhadagayhusbandandit

washorrible.Hediddrugsbecausehewas

tryingtorunawayfrom itandendedup

hittingmeeveninfrontofmykids.I'vebeen

throughenoughandthelastthingIneedis

moredrama.

Him:lookam notgay,sureItalkedtoWes

andhemademefeelgoodbutIloveyou.

Me:oksoyou'rebisexualthen?

Him:maybe.

Me:IhavekidsMarcusIdon'thavetimefor

'maybe',somakeupyourmindisitWesor

me.



Hefixedhisglassesthenwalkedoverand

kissedme.

Him:Ichooseyou.

Me:good,nowendyournonsensewithWes.

Him:Iwill

Me:now.

Hegotouthisphoneandtextedsomething

thenWescalledminuteslater.

Me:puthim onspeaker.

Wes:Marcuswhatthehellisthattextabout.

IlookedatMarcus.

Him:lookWesIlikedyoubutIloveDaniand

Iwanttobewithher.

Wes:didsheputyouuptothis?

Me:lookhe'sdumpingyousobedumpable.



Wes:(laughing)okhun,goodluckbeingwith

agayman,andMarcusIhopeyouknow

whatyou'redoingbecausewebothknow

whoyoureallyare.(hehungup)

Him:nowareyouhappy?

Me:areyou?

Him:yes,nowlet'sfixyourwrist.

*

*

*
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IwentupstairsandThandowasonthe

phone.



Her:lookwe'lltalktomorrow.

Me:heyyouOK?

Her:mxm Daniisamiceshedidn'teven

leaveamark,youshould'veletmehandle

her.

Me:don'tbesilly,youneedtocalm down

remember.

Her:jaIknowbutthatdoesn'tmeanbitches

shoulddisrespectme.

Me:am sorrybutI'llhandleeverybitchthat

wanttodisrespectyou.

Her:(laughing)youshouldn'tsaybitchitjust

doesn'tsoundright.

Me:whatever,somyparentsarehavinga

dinnerpartytomorrow,doyouwanttogo?

Her:who'sitfor?



Me:yourdadandVicky.

Her:sodoyouwantmestressed?

Me:no,you'rerightweshouldn'tgo.Now

howaremybabiestreatingyou?

Her:goodIguess.

Ikissedherandwestartedtakingour

clothesoffandjustaskitwasgetting

steamy.

Thando:(moans)mmmhbabecanyouget

mesomewings?

Me:(huffing)now?

Her:yesbabyplease.

Me:afteroneroundke.

Her:pleasebabe.

Me:(sigh)ok.

IgotupandgotmykeysanddrovetoKFC.



*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Idecidedtogototherestauranttoday,I

needtogossip.Ilookedatmybooksand

everythingseemedtobeinorderandI

calledthem inmyofficetogossipanyway.I

toldthem aboutwhatDanidid.

Anita:rhayoushould'vecalledmehowdare

sheputherhandsonyou.

Wes:overherthatidioteven.

Me:don'tworryI'llhandlethatone.



Wes:canyoubelieveshebasicallyforced

him tobreakupwithme,Imeanhow

desperatecanonebitchbe!

Anita:desperatetosleepwithmy

man,rememberthat?

Me:weallrememberthat.Itwon'tmake

Marcusnotgayanymore.

Wes:exactly,lookatthesetexts,hestill

wantstobewithme.

Anita:thisguyisasnake.

Me:tothinksheslappedmeoverhim.

Wes:hesaidhe'safraidofhisparents,he

sayshe'swithherforthat.

Me:don'tyoudaregobacktohim

Wes:never.

Me:actuallyforwardthosetextstome.



Anita:whatareyouplanning?

Me:you'regoingtodinnerattheDlamini's?

Anita:yes

Me:thenyou'llsee.

Itextedlwazitellinghim am goingtodinner

andhesaidhe'dpickmeup,soIwenthome

andchangedandwaitedforLwazi.He

showedupandwedrovetohisparents

house.

Lwazi:areyousureaboutthis?

Me:yes.

Wegotineveryoneturnertheirattentionto

us,VickycameandtriedtohugusandIput

myhandinherface.

Me:don'teventhinkaboutit,am notherefor

youam hereformyfather.



Mydadgotupandhuggedme.

Dad:am sogladyoudecidedtocome

princess.

Me:onlyforyou.

Wesatdownandsuddenlyeveryonewent

silentandkeptlookingatus.

Me:yesam pregnant,andyoucanask

questionsnow.

MrsD:howfaralongareyou?

Me:fivemonthstomorrow.

Nolwazi:isitaboyoragirl?

Me:wedon'tknowyet.

Lwazi:theycouldbothbegirlsorboys.

MrsD:ohmygodyou'rehavingtwins.

Theyjumpedupandstartedrubbingmy

tummyandIlookedatLwaziannoyed.



Me:okrelaxeveryonewe'renothereforme.

EveryonesatdownandDanicameinwith

MarcusandAnitaandIlookedateach

other.

Dani:everyoneIwouldlikeforyoutomeet

myboyfriendMarcus.

Everyonegreetedthem andtheysatdown.

MrsD:soyouguysaredating?

Dani:yes

Me:soMarcustellusaboutyourself.

Anita:jaaren'tyougay?

Everyonelookedathim.

Marcus:wellImustadmitlikeeverymanI

mademistakesbutam donewiththatlife.

Me:really?

Him:(hefixedhisglasses)yes.



Me:interesting.

Dani:lookThandoam sorryaboutlastnight.

Me:whatever

Dani:sowecool?

Me:soMarcusyousayyou'redonewiththat

life?

Him:yes

Me:sowhyareyoustilltextingWes?

Dani:whatisshetalkingabout.

Ithrewmyphoneather.

Me:readdummy.

Shestartedreadingthencriedandhit

Marcus,Igotup.

Me:myphone

ShegaveittomeandIpunchedherand



shefellthenIstartedkickingher,lwazi

draggedmeaway.

Me:NOW WE'RECOOLDUMMY.

Lwazicarriedmetothecarandputme

inside.Hedrovehomesilent,Icouldseehe

wasfuming.

Him:WHYDIDYOUDOTHAT?

Me:shestartedit.

Him;IDON'TCARETHANDO,DOYOUWANT

TOLOSETHESEBABIES,DOYOU?

Me:(lookingdown)no.

Him:THENSTOPBEINGSOFUCKING

CHILDISH,ITOLDYOUIHANDLEDIT.

Me:am sorry.

Him:noshutup,Ican'ttalktoyourightnow.

GeezIreallymessedupI'veneverseen



Lwazithisangry.

[07/15,19:23]R:Insert59

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

IdrovehomeinsilencethenIwentstraight

forashower,IwasstillfurioussoIneeded

tocooldown.IknowDanicrossedalineby

puttingherhandsonThando,butIhandled

thatshitwhycan'tmywifejustunderstand

that.Am sosickofheractingviolent

especiallynowthatshe'spregnant,I've

beentherewithallthetearsandheartbreak

oflosingfourofourkidsIjustcan'tbear

thethoughtoflosingtheseones,itwould

crushme,anddefenantlybreakThando.By



thetimeIwalkedbackintheroom shewas

fastasleep,guesssheknowswhentogive

mespacesoIjustclimbedinbedand

slept.Ithasbeenaboutaweeknowsince

everythinghappenedsowhenIwokeupin

themorningThandowasstillsleepingsoI

justlefther,lastthingIwantedtodowas

argueinthemorning.Idecidedtogotothe

warehouse.

TT:heybro,whyareyouhereearly?

Me:justneededtocooloff.

TT:stillmadabouttheothernight?

Me:ja

TT:Igetit,evenAnitaandgotintoita

bit,she's'team thando'.

Me:don'tgetmewrongbroIloveThando

thewaysheisitsjust.



TT:youdon'twanthertomiscarryagain.

Me:exactly,ifIknewtherealreasonsshe

wantedtogotodinnerIwould'vesaidno,I

meanwhatifDanihadfoughtback,(sigh)

she'sjusttoomuchofahothead

sometimes.

TT:am marriedtooneremember?

Me:ja,enoughaboutthewomanhow's

everythinggoingdownhere?

TT:notgoodbro,someonehasbeenselling

onyourturfandguesswho.

Me:theBlackfamily.

TT:yougotit.

Me:whendidtheygetback?

TT:am notsurebutI'vebeentakingout

theirgroundmanlittlebylittle,justtryingto



stopawar.

Me:jatheyneedtogobacktoJozi,Ican't

takesomeonetryingtochallengemeright

now.AlfredBlackmightbedad'soldenemy

buthedoesn'twanttobecomemynewone.

TT:ja,heyyoucomingtomybraiitomorrow?

Me:anotherfamilygathering?

TT:(laughing)nahitwilljustbetheDlamini

kidsandfriends

Me:ifThandowon'tactcrazyagain,lookI

mustgetgoing.

TT:officeonaSaturday.

Me:aCEO'sjobneverends.seeyou

tomorrow.

TT:sho!

*



*

*

Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

Ifeelsoembarrassed,Icamehomealone

thatnightandhe'sbeenblowingupmy

phonesoIfinallytoldhim hecouldcome.I

waschillinginmyPJswhenheknocked

andIopenedthedoorandsatonthecouch.

Marcus:Daniam

Me:sorryIknow,whatdoyouwantcause

am notreallyinthemood

Him:(fixinghisglasses)lookIcanexplain.

Me:don'tbotherIhaveeyesIsawthetexts



myself.LookmakethisquickcauseIhavea

tuboficecream andabunchofshows

waitingforme.

Him:ok

Hegotonhiskneesandtookoutabox.

Me:whatareyoudoing?

Him:whatIshould'vedonealongtime

ago,DanielleDlaminiwillyoumarryme?

Me:areyouonlydoingthisbecauseofthe

othernight?

Him:(fixinghisglasses)no,nowpleasesay

yes.

Me:yes

Heputtheringinandpickedmeupand

kissedme.Iknowwhatpeoplewillsayand

honestlyIdon'tcare,Imeanam amotherof



twoandawidowthisisasgoodasitgets

forme,soifIhavetomarryagaymanthen

sobeitI'vedoneitbefore.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

WhenIwokeupLwaziwasalreadygoneso

Ijustgotoutofbedthendidmydaily

routineandmadebreakfastforthekids

thentookthem toauntbeeandIwentto

themallandboughtsomelingerie,you

should'veseenthegirlsatthestorejudging



mebutIdidn'tcare.ItstimeLwaziandI

madeup,soIgothomeandcookedhis

favouritemealthendecoratedthewhole

housewithrosepetals.Hefinallycame

home.

Him:what'sallthis?

Me:thisismywayofapologising.

Wesatdownandweate.

Me:lookyou'rerightIshouldn'thavehitDani

(mumbled)eventhoughshedeservedit.

ButIknowIputthebabiesatriskandam

sorry.

Him:jaitsfineitsjustIdon'tlikeitwhenyou

act.

Me:ratchet!

Him:exactly.



Me:IknowandIpromisethatam goingto

behavefrom nowon,ImeanonlyuntilIgive

birthanyway.

Helaughedthencameandkissedmethen

pickedmeupbridalstyle.

Me:(giggling)you'regoingtodropme.

Him:never.

Wegotupstairsandheplacedmeonthe

bedandstartedkissingme.

Me:wait,Ihaveasurpriseforyou.

Igotupandmademywaytotheclosetand

worethelingerie,ohGoditssmall.

Me:promiseyouwon'tlaugh.

Him:whatisit?

Me:promise!

Him:Ipromise.



Icameoutandmybellywasstickingout.

Him:youlookamazing.

Me:stoplying

Him;Iwouldnever,youlooklikeamillion

bucks.

Me:evenwithmybellystickingout?

Him;especiallywithyourbellystickingout.

Hekissedmeandyouknowtherest.

FollowingmorningIwokeuptobreakfastin

bed.

Me:heyIthoughtIwastheoneapologising

here.

Him:mybabieshadtoeat,besidesIgave

youaproperworkoutlastnightsoyou

mustbetired.

Me:(laughing)mxm,heybabeAnitainvited



ustoabraiitoday.

Him:IknowTTalsodidbutIdon'tthinkit's

agoodidea.

Me:IpromiseI'llbehave.

Him:ok

Me:yey!

Wegotreadyandheadedout,whenwegot

thereIwenttochillwithmyfriendsandhe

chilledwithhisbrother.

Wes:soyou'reforgiventhen?

Me:yep

JustthenDaniandMarcuswalkedinhand

inhand.

Anita:whothefuckinvitedthem?

Ilana:Idid

Wealllookedather.



Wes:whoinvitespeopletootherpeoples

events.

Ilana:weshouldallgetalong.

Anita:jabutthisisstillmyhouseyou

should'vetoldme,areyouokfriend?

Me:noanfine

Dani:heyeveryonewehavean

announcementtomake.

Wes:andtheyhaveanannouncement.

Anita:imagine.

Me:chillyouguys.

Dani:MarcusandIaregettingmarried.

Wesspitouthisdrink.

Marcus:(hefixedhisglasses)jaIloveDani.

Anita:isitjustmeordoeshefixhisglasses

beforehelies.



Wes:ohtotally.

Ilanawenttohugthem andIwalked

over,everyonelookedatmeandLwazijust

glaredatme.DanihidbehindMarcus,mxm

dramaqueen.

Me:uhm heyDaniIjustwanttoapologise

abouttheothernightthatwaschildishand

uncalledforespeciallysinceyouapologised.

Dani:ohnoitsok.

Me:ohandMarcusam sorryforshowing

thosetexts,itwasn'tmyplace.

HefixedhisglassesandAnitaandWes

burstoutinlaughterandIjustgavethem a

look.

Marcus:noitsfineIunderstand.

Me:okohandcongratulations.



Dani:thanks

IwalkedawayandLwazicametokissme.

Lwazi:am proudofyou.

Thenhewalkedaway.

Wes:ncowwwyouguysaresocute.

Anita:soshouldwetellherhe'sgaynowor

later?

Wes:ohsheknows,Iguesssomegirlshave

atype.

Weburstoutinlaughter.

Anita:heyeveryonelet'sraiseaglassforthe

happycouple.

Everyonecheered,GodIhavethebest

friendsever.

[07/15,19:23]R:Insert60
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*

*

*

Itsbeenabout3monthsnowanditsMr

Gumede&Victoria'swedding.

Lwazi:wedon'thavetogoyouknow.

Thando:Ihaveto,formydad'ssake.

Lwazi:(rubbinghertummy)jaIknow,but

you'reeightmonthspregnant,maybewe

needtostayhomeandrelax.

Thando:mydadwouldneverforgivemeso

let'sgobeforeitgetslate.

TheyarrivedatthevenueandThandowent

toVictoria'sdressingroom.

Vicky:ohThandodarling,youcame.

Thando:obviouslynotforyou.



Vicky:am gladyoucameanyway.

Nolwazi:youlookgreatauntVicky.

Vicky:thankssweetie,Thandocanyouhelp

mewiththishairpin?

Thando;sure

Sheputitinthenleanedinandwhispered.

Thando;ifyoudoanythingtohurtmydadI

willslightyourthroat.YoulookgreatVicky

goodluck,breakaleg.

Shewalkedoutthenwenttoherfather's

room.

Thando:(coveringhereyes)areyoudescent?

MrG:yes,guyscanyougiveussome

privacy?

Theywalkedout,hehuggedhisdaughter.

MrG:princessam gladyoucame.



Thando:onlyforyoudaddy,areyousure

aboutthis?

MrG:babyIknowyoudon'tlikeVictoria.

Thando;forgoodreasons.

MrG:she'sagoodperson,andIloveher.

WhenyourmotherdiedIthoughtIwould

neverlovesomeoneagain,nottocompare

Victoriatoyourmother,causeyourmother

wasmysoulmate.butVictoriamakesme

happy.

Thando:wellaslongasyou'rehappyam

happybutIstilldon'ttrusther.

MrG:Iknow,Iloveyouprincess.

Thando:Iloveyoutoodaddy.

Shewalkedoutandhadasharppainin

backandstopped,shewentoutsideandsat

nexttoLwazi.



Lwazi:you'reok?

Thando:jawhy?

Lwazi:yousweating.

Anita:youok?

Thando:yesnoweveryonerelax.

MrGwalkeddowntheaislethenVictoria

did.ThewholeweddingThandowasinpain

butshedidn'tsayanything.Thenatthe

receptionLwazifinallyputhisfootdown

andsaidthey'regoinghome.

Thando:finejustletmesaygoodbyetomy

dad.

Shewalkedoverandhuggedandkissedher

father.

Thando;Iloveyoudaddy,butIhavetogo.

MrG:doyouneedtogotothehospital,



causeIcouldcomewithyou.

Thando:don'tbesillyenjoytherestofyour

weddingandhavefunatyourhoneymoon.

MrG:ok,Iloveyouprincess.

Thando:Iloveyoutoo.

Thensheleft,andshewasquitethewhole

time.

Lwazi:yougood?

Thando:jaIjusthaveabadfeelinglike

somethinghorribleisabouttohappen.

Lwazi:isitthebabies?

Thando:no,am fine.

*

*

*



Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Igothomeandwentstraighttobed.Iwoke

upthenextmorninginpainbuthada

showerthenwentbacktobed.

Lwazi:doyouwantsomefood?

Me:no,Ijustwanttorest.

Lwazi:OK

Iwenttosleep,andthenIwokeupinpain

andIscreamed.

Lwazi:areyouok?

Me:no

Mypantsweresoakingwetandlwazi

carriedmedownstairs.



Lwazi:ma-rosegetthebagandstaywith

thekids.

Ma-rose:ok

Lwaziplacedmeinthebackseatanddrove

likeamaniac.Iwasinsomuchpain.

Me:slowdown,doyouwantustodiebefore

wegetthere?

Lwazi:sorry.

WearrivedandIwenttomyprivateward

andanursecheckedmeout.

Nurse:ohmyGodIcanseethehead.

Thedoctorcamein.

Doc:MrsDlaminihowareyoutoday?

Me:INPAIN,GETTHEM THEFUCKOUT.

Doc:you'realreadycrowningsothere'sno

chanceforanypainmedicationsoyouneed



topushonmycount.

Igrabbedlwazi'shandandsqueezedit.

Doc:okyou'reready?

Ijustnoddedwithtearsinmyeyes.

Doc:okpush,1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10okthatwas

goodagain.

Ikeptpushingwillonenursekeptwiping

myfacewithatowelandlwazikeptkissing

myforehead.

Lwazi:you'redoinggreatbaby.

Doc:okonemorepush.

AndIdidasIwastoldandIheardmybaby

crying.

Doc:congratulationsyouhaveahealthy

babyboy.

Lwazi:he'sbeautiful.



Onenursetookhim awaytocleanhim.

Doc:oklet'sdothisonemoretime.

IpushedthenminuteslaterIheardanother

littlescream.

Doc:anotherboy,nowlet'scleanyouup.

Lwaziwascryingandkissingme,Ijustfelt

veryexhaustedandpassedout.WhenI

wokeuplwaziwasholdingonebabywhile

hismotherheldanother.

Me:aretheyok?

Lwazi:theyareperfect,thentheygavethem

tome.Ijustheldmytinybabieswithtears

runningdownmyface.

Lwazi:theyneednames.

Me:luvuyoandluyolo,causeam sohappy

rightnow.



Lwazi:Ilovethosenames.

Nurse:youneedtobreakfeedthem theyare

sohungry.

Ididastoldandmybabiessuckedfordear

lifeandlwazijustlaughed.

Lwazi:littlemonsters

Me:leavemybabiesalone.

Thenursetoothem andputthem intheir

littlebedsandtheyjustslept.

Lwazi:let'shopethey'regonnasleepthis

wellwhentheygethome.

Me:jalet'shope.

Justthenauntbeecameincrying.

Me:auntywhat'swrong?

MrsD:busiwhat'swrong?

Auntbee:he'sgone.



Me:who,what'sgoingon?

Auntbee:(sobbing)bhutiisgone,your

fatherisgone.

Me:nonono,you'relying

Auntbee:hehadaheartattackanddiedthis

morning.

Me:(crying)nolwazitellhertostoplying.

Auntbee:am sosorrymybaby.

Me:(crying)nonotmydadpleasetellmeits

alie.

Icontinuedcryinginlwazi'sarms,howcan

suchahappymomentturnthissour,am I

notallowedjoy.

*

WelcomeyotheworldLuvuyoandLuyolo.

RIPMrGumede.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*
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Itsbeenaboutamonthsincetheboyshave

beenbornandMrGumedehasbeenburied.

Thandohasbeenazombie,shejustfeeds

theboysthengoesbacktosleep,she

doesn'teatorevenspeak.Itslikeshe'shere

physicallybutnotemotionally,theworst

partisthatkhweziandAyaarestartingto

noticeandam honestlyrunningoutoflies

totellthem.Mywholefamilyhasbeen

takingshiftshelpingoutbutam drained,I

needmywife.Anitacamedownstairs

holdingatrayoffood.



Anita:she'sstillnoteating.

Wes:am honestlystartingtogetworried

now.

TT:jamaybeitstimeweseekprofessional

help.

Me:Ididalready,DrWilsonsaidits

depressionfrom losingherfathermixed

withPND.

Anita:canweatleasttryandgetheron

medication.

Wes:Iagree

Me:itsnotgoodforthebabies,she'sstill

breastfeeding.

TT:wecan'tjustleaveherlikethatthough.

Thando:stoptalkingaboutmelikeam a

child.



Shesaidcomingtothekitchen,shehadlost

somuchweightshe'snowashadowofthe

oldThando.

Me:babeyou'reawake.

Thando:Iwasjustthirsty.

Wes:we'vebeensoworriedaboutyou

sweety.

Anita:jacanImakeyousomethingtoeat?

TT:jaIcouldgogetsomethingforyou.

Thando:stopfussing,maybeIshouldtake

youonthatofferTTam startingtolooklike

amatchstick.

Weallawkwardlylaughed.

Thando:stopbeingcarefularoundme,I

won'tbreakam notglass.

Shetookabananaandateit,wewerestill



watchingher.

Thando:stopityouguys,am notananimal

inthezoo.

Me:sorry

Thando:itsfine,Idoneedonefavour.

Me:anything

Thando:canyouandTTdrivemetoseemy

father'sgrave?

Wealllookedateachother.

TT:shonoproblem.

Anita:andwe'llstaywiththekidsrightWes!?

Wes:ofcoursedowhatyouneedtodo

honey.

Thando:okthankyou,I'llbeinthecar.

Asshewalkedoutitfeltlikeshewasslowly

comingback.



*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Losingmyfatherhonestlyalmostbrokeme.

Istartedhavingdreamsaboutmydad,andI

couldn'tseehisfaceclearlyalmostlikehe

wasnotatpeace.SoasmuchasI'vebeen

inafunksomethingtoldmetogetup.Ifeel

guiltycauseI'vebeensoabsent,Iwouldsee

mykidscryingformebutIfeltstucklikeI

couldn'ttouchthem orlovethem theway

theywanted.Thedrivetothecemeterywas

quite,almostliketheywerescaredoftalking



sotheywouldn'tupsetme.

TT:wearehere

Isuddenlyfeltsoscared.

Lwazi:youdon'thavetodothisifyou'renot

ready.

Me:no,Ihaveto.

Iwalkedoverandkneeleddowninfrontof

thegrave,hewasburiednexttomymother

andsister.Icouldn'tevenspeakIjustbroke

downandcriedmylungsout.LwaziandTT

consoledme.AfterawhileIgotbackinthe

carandwedrovehome,whenIopenedthe

doorkhweziandAyajumpedupand

huggedme.

Khwezi:mommyyou'reback.

Me:yesnanaam back.



Khwezi:wereyoumadatus?

Me:nobabywhywouldyousaythat?

khwezi:becauseyoudidn'twanttoseeus.

Me:listentomemommywasjustsadabout

grandpa,Iwouldneverbemadatmybabies.

Aya:mommywhenisgrandpacomingback?

Me:grandpawenttoheaven,butguesswhat

he'salwayswatchingoveryouguysandhe

lovesyouguys.

Khwezi:Iunderstand.

Me:causeyou'reabiggirl.

Aya:mommycanwegetsomepizzanow?

Me:(laughing)ofcourse.

Khwezi:andwatchcartoons?

Me:ofcourse



Aya&khwezi;yey!

TheyranupstairsandIfollowedandorders

pizzasandtheyfeelasleepinmybedand

Lwazisleptwiththetwins.Itsbeenabouta

weekandIfeelbetterandtodaymyfather's

willisbeingreadandeveryoneiscoming

over.MrsDlaminikepttryingtofeedme

andhugme.

Auntbee:am sogladyou'refeelingbetterI

wasgettingworried.

Me:Iknowam sorryaboutthat.

MrsD:Victoriaishere.

Me:urgwhy?

MrsD:thelawyercalledher.

Me:whatever.

Sheenteredwearingallblack.



Me:issheseriousaboutthatoutfit.

Auntbee:relax

Shecameoverandhuggedmewithtears.

Vicky:ohmyGodsweetieam sogladyou're

better,losingyourfatherhasbeenhardon

allofus.

Me:jaIbet,nowgetyourclawsofme.

Weallsatdownandthelawyersatdown

andread,mydadgavehishousetoaunty

bee,andslithisotherassertsbetween

myselfandthekids.

Vicky:isthatall.

Lawyer:ohhealsoleaves2millionofhis

policytoVictoriaDlamini.

Shesmiledabitthenstartedfakecrying.

Vicky:ohIhadnoidea.



TTwasstandingwithlwandoandIpulled

him outside.

TT:heywhat'sup?

Me:Ineedtoforyoutodosomethingfor

me.

TT:what?

Me:Iwantyoutodigupmydadsbodyand

tosometests.

TT:why?

Me:mydadwasashealthyasahorsethen

hemarriesthatshedevilandallofa

suddenhegetsaheartattackontheir

honeymoonanddies,nowaysomethingis

fishyhere.

TT:Ialsothoughtso.

Me:soyou'lldoit?



TT:ja

Me:thanksohandpleasedon'ttellanyone.

TT:notevenlwazi?

Me:especiallylwazi,looktheyareyour

familybutinawaywe'restilloutsidersand

they'llalwayshaveeachother'sbacks.

TT:consideritdone

Me:thanksTT

[07/15,19:23]R:Insert62
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*

*

*

Itsbeenacoupleofdaysandthingsare

startingtogetbacktonormal,eventhough

Thandohasbeenactingabitcageylately



likeeveytimeItrytomakeconversation

withhershealwaysfindsanexcuse.Iknow

VictoriaismyauntbutIsuspectfoulplay,I

knowmyauntiscapableofanythingsoI

toldTTtodigupMrGbodysowecando

sometests.WeactedabitstrangewhenI

askedhim todothis,Idon'twanttotell

Thandoanythinguntilam certainabout

everything.Ijusthopethatam wrong

becauseifVictoriadidsomethingthiscould

causeproblemswithThando.Iwokeupto

ThandofeedingluyoloandIkissedherin

thecheek.

Me:hey

Her:hy

Me:where'stheotherone?

Her:youknowyoursonloveshissleep



Me:ja,sowhatareyourplansfortoday?

Her:wellam thinkingaboutgoingbackto

worksoonsoam gonnapassbythe

restaurant.

Me:don'tyouthinkthat'stoosoon?

Her:theyboysarealreadysixweeksoldand

khweziandAyagotoschoolsoma-rose

canstaywiththem,besidesIsaidam

thinkingaboutit.

Me:oknoneedforafight.

Her:am notfightingitsjustasmuchasI

lovethekidsIalsoneedtobearound

peoplemyage,Ineedtodosomethingam

passionateaboutoram afraidImightgo

backtothatlittleholeofdepression.

Me:Iunderstand.

Luvuyostartedcrying.



Her:holdthisone.

Myphonerang.

TT:Igotsomething.

Me:whatisit?

TT:you'llneedtocometothewarehouse.

Me:OK

*

*

*

Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

Beingengagedhasbeenamazing,we're

gettingmarriednextmonthandMarcusis



livingwithme,thekidslivewiththe

Dlaminis.MrDlaminisaidhe'snot

comfortablewithhisgrandchildrenliving

withastranger,Itriedtofightthem butI

knowbetterthanthatsoIseethem on

weekends.Imustsaynothavingthekidsis

helpingmegetclosertoMarcus.Hesaidhe

can'tgotoworktodaybecausehe'ssickso

Ilefthim.IcalledThandowhileIwasat

work.

Thando:heyDani,what'sup!?

Me:am goodIjustwanttoaskyou

something.

Thando:shoot

Me:Iwantyoutobemybridesmaid.

Shewentsilent.

Me:hello!?



Her:ohitsjustwe'rejustnotthatcloseso

why?

Me:you'remysisterinlawandmykids

auntycomeonpleasesayyes.

Her:okIguess.

Me:thankyou.

Her:okbyegirl.

ShehungupandIdecidedtogohome

duringlunchtimeandgetMarcussoup.

WhenIgothomesomeonewasparkedin

frontofmyhousesoIhadtoparkacross

thestreet.

Me:fuckingneighbours.

IgotoutandthedoorwasunlockedsoIgot

inandtherewereclotheseverywhere.Ijust

mademywaytomybedroom andwhenI

openedMarcuswassleepingnextto



anotherguyandtheywerebothnaked.I

watchedthem sleepthenthrewthechicken

soupatthem andtheyjumpedup.

Me:myhouse,reallyMarcus.Even

Sthembisohadwaymorerespectthan

sleepingwithanothermaninmyhouse.

Helookedforhisglasseswhiletheother

guyjustleft.

Marcus:am sorryDanIwastemptedbythe

devilagain,forgiveme.

Me:you'reLuciferhimself,pleasewashmy

sheetsactuallyburnthebed.

Iwalkedoutandwentbacktowork.

*

*

*



Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

IwasattherestaurantwhenDanicalledme.

Anita:whydidyousayyes?

Me:Idon'tknow,tobeniceIguess.

Wes:guesswhatsheinvitedmetothe

wedding.

Me:you'relying.

Wes:Iswear.

Anita:(laughing)issheseriousaboutthis

wedding,andwhysosoon?

Me:whoknows.

Ireceivedatextfrom TTtellingmeIshould



cometothewarehouse.

Me:heyguysIhavetogo.

Wes:alreadymissingyourlittleangels?

Me:ja,seeyouatthewedding.

TheylaughedandIwalkedoutanddroveto

thewarehouse,onlytofindlwazialready

there.

Me:what'shedoinghere?

Lwazi:thisismywarehouseIshouldbe

askingyouthat.

Me:mxm,TTwhatthehell,whathappenedto

nottellinganyone?

TT:lookdon'tinvolvemeinyourmarriage

besideslwaziaskedforthesamethingyou

did.

Me:youdid?



Lwazi:ja,whydidn'tyoutellme?

Me:samereasonyoudidn'ttellme.

Lwazi:fairenough.

Me:sowhatdidyoufind?

TT:atfirstnothingthenIrememberedthis

plantthatwewoulduseinthearmy.

Lwazi:topoisonourenemies.

TT:itcausesaheartattack,andsinceyou

can'tsmellitortasteitvictimsneverknow

they'rebeingpoisoned.Itwasnothardto

connectittoVictoriasincetheplantisso

rareandexpensive.Andbecauseitsnatural

itcan'tbedetectedunlessyoulookforitso

Victoriagotawaywithmurder.

Lwazi:almost,am sorrybabe,butthere's

enoughevidencetogetherlockedupfor

life.



Me:no

Lwazi:no?

Me:no,Victoriawon'tgetawaythat

easy,she'sgoingtopay.whereisshe?

TT:currentlyinMozambique.

Me:IwantherbackinSAbytomorrow.

TT:alreadyhaveguysbringingherback.

Me:good,Victoriaisgoingtopayfor

messingwithmyfamily,Iwantherblood.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

I'veneverseenThandolikethisbefore,we



drovehomeseperatly.Whenwegothome

shewentupstairsandthekidswerealready

sleepingsoImademyselfadrinkandwent

upstairs,shewassittingonthebed.

Me:hey,am sorryabout.

Her:don't

Me:areyoumadatme?

Her:whatwereyougoingtodowhenyou

foundoutthetruth?

Me:tellyouofcourse.

Her:really?

Me:yes,maybeIdon'tknow,whyareyou

evenaskingmethis,wereyougoingtotell

me?

Her:afterIkilledherofcourse.

Me:itsnotthateasyyouknow.



Her:what?

Me:killing,everyonethinksitseasybutits

not,itchangesyouforever.

Her:whatareyousaying?

Me:am sayingmaybekillingVictoriaisnota

goodidea.

Her:areyoukiddingmerightnow?

Me:Thandowehaveenoughevidencetoget

herarrestedforlife.

Her:wearenothavingthisconversation

again.

Me:Thando

Her:NO!wouldyoufeelthesamewayifshe

wasn'tyouraunt,wouldyoubesayingthisif

myauntkilledyourmom huhwouldyou?

Ilookeddown.



Me:probablynot

Her:exactly,thatwitchtookmyonlyparent

andshewillpaylwazi.Iwanttoseeher

bleedandcrawlandbegformercy.

Me:Iunderstand.

Her:goodnownomoreVickyconversation.

Me:Ok

Wewenttosleepandwokeupandmade

breakfastforeveryone.Aknockdisturbed

usandIanswered.

Thando:whoisit

Icamebackholdingpapers.

Thando:what'sthat?

Me:sindiistakingustocourt.

Aya:myothermommy?

Thando:yesbaby,ma-rosecanyouplease



getthem readyforschool.

Ma-rose:okmychild,comeonmybabies.

Thando:really,youhadtomentionherat

breakfast.

Me:sorry

Her:sowhatdoesshewant?

Me:shewantscustodyofAyatobegivento

hermom.

Her:whydoeseveryonefeelliketheycan

fuckwithme,Ngxa.

Me:whatdoyouwanttodo?

Her:callafamilymeetingandcallherfamily

aswell.

Me:yougotit.

*

*



*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Todaywasthefamilymeetingandboth

familiessatthereinsilence.

Me:oklet'scuttothechase,am notgiving

Ayatoyou.

Sindi'smom:didyoucallusheretowaste

ourtime?

Me:relax,youdidn'tletmefinish,am not

givingupAyabecausethisishishomeand

hehasthebestofeverythingbutyouare

alsohisfamilyandhedeservesa

relationshipwithyoursideofthefamilyas



well.

Smom:whatdoyousuggest?

Me:he'llcontinuelivingwithusbuthecan

visityourfamilyonweekendsandsome

holidays,Imeanlet'sfaceitnojudgeis

goingtotakeachildawayfrom astable

familytolivewithanelderlywoman.

Lwazi:sowhatdoyousay?

Smom:fine.

Me:good.

Igotupandmademywaytotheprison.

Sindicameoutafterafewminutes.

Sindi:IknewthatIcouldgetyourattention.

Me:cute.

Sindi:am notdroppingthecase.

Me:whatcase?



Sindi:am goingtotakemysonback.

Me:anddowhat,raisehim inyourcell,stop

beingstupidsindi.

Sindi:Ijustwanttoseemybaby.

Me:stopprovokingmesindiswa,Ayais

goingtostaywithus,yourfamilyalready

agreed.

Sindi:whatnoyou'relying.

Me:whyareyoupretendinglikeyoudon't

knowhowpowerfultheDlaminiclanis,it

waskindaeasynegotiatingwithyourfamily

soIguessyou'retheonlyunstableperson

inyourclan.

Sindi:but(crying)Ijustwanttoseemyson.

Me:wrong,he'smyson.LookAyaknows

aboutyouandnowhe'llknowyourfamily

butam notcomfortablewithhim comingto



aprison.

Sindi:pleaseThando.

IgotupandwalkedawaythenIreceiveda

textfrom TTsayingtheyhaveVictoria.

SuddenlyIfeltanxious,Ihateherwithall

mybeingbutnowitsrealam wondering

aboutwhatI'lldotoher.Maybelwaziis

right,maybekillingVictoriaisnotthebest

idea.Isatinmycaroutsidethewarehouse,I

gotafrightwhenTTknockedonmy

window,Igotoutofthecar.

TT:hey,youdon'thavetodothisifyou're

notsure.

Me:whereisshe?

TT:inside.

Me:let'sgo.

IfollowedTTinside,Iwasconflictingmyself.



Igotinsideandshewastiedtoachairwith

abagoverherhead,TTpouredcoldwater

onherandremovedthebag.

Vicky:(crying)thaaando,helpme.

AllofasuddenallIfeltwaspurerage,I

punchedher.

Me:leaveus.

TT:yousure?

Me:yes

Theyleftandshewascrying,Itookachair

andsatinfrontofher.

Me:Icouldaskyouthereasonsbutitwon't

bringmyfatherbackbutwhatthehellI'll

askanyway,why?

Vicky:IpromiseIdidn'tdoanything.

Iwalkedoverthetablewithweaponsofall



kind.

Me:youknowmydadwasalsointhearmy,

hetaughtmethings,differentwaysof

inflictingpainwithoutkillingaperson.

Vicky:pleaseThandodon'tdothis.

Ithrewaknifeandithitthewall.

Me:am goingtohurtyouvicky,am goingto

wishyounevermetme.

Vicky:(crying)pleasedon't.

Istabbedherinthelegandshescreamed

inagony.

Me:thatismyfavoriteone.Ialwaysliked

knives,soareyougoingtotalk?

Vicky:(crying)pleasestop.

Me:Iguessnot.

Istabbedherontheotherlegandshe



screamed,Itookthebagandcoveredher

headandpouredwateronherfaceandI

removedit,andshegaspedforair.

Me:youwanttotalknow!?

ShecontinuedcryingandIstabbedher

againandshescreamed.

Me:tellmewhy!

Vicky:(crying)Iwasbroke.

Me:what?

Vicky:Ineededthemoney,mybusiness

failedandIlostmyhousesoIcamebackto

SA,whenyoukickedmeoutIreconnected

withyourfatherandIwasdesperate.

Me:bullshit.

Her:(crying)Iswearthat'sthetruth.

Me:youkilledmyfatherforameslytwo



million,yourbrotherisworthbillionsand

youkilledmyfatherfortwomillion?

Her:(crying)am sorry.

ItookametalbucketandIputaratonher

headthencovereditwiththebucketand

tiedittoherhead.

Her:(crying)whatareyoudoing?

Me:aratwillalwaysfinditswayoutevenif

ithastoeatyou.

Her:(crying)pleasedon'tdothis.

Lwazi:whatareyoudoing?

HetookthebucketoffVictoria.

Me:whatareyoudoing,getoutofhere.

Lwazi:stoppingthismadness,whatwere

goingtodo?

Me:whatIhadtodo.



Lwazi:what,killher?

Me:eventually.

Lwazi:fine

Hegothisgunandshotherinthehead

twice.

Me:WHYDIDYOUDOTHAT?

Lwazi:AM NOTLETTINGYOUBECOMEA

KILLER.

Me:THATWASNOTYOURdecisiontomake.

Lwazi:it'sforthebest.

Me:forwho,meorher,Iwantedhertosuffer

andyoutookheroutofhermisery.

Lwazi:youweregoingtoregretit.

Me:STILLNOTYOURDECISIONTOMAKE

LWAZI,YOUCROSSEDTHELINE.

Istormedoutanddrovehomelivid.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

TheguystookVictoria'sbodyandcremated

herandIdrovetothebeachtospreadher

ashes.Honestlyam notlookingforwardto

goinghome,Icheckedthetimeanditwas

pastmidnight,maybeThandoisalready

asleep.Idrovehomeandthelightswereoff

butwhenIgotinThandowassittinginfront

oftheTVwithmybottleofwhiskey.

Me:youdrinknow?

Her:Ihadto.

Me:you'restillbreastfeedingThando.



Her:ohgosueme'mom'

Me:OKyou'reclearlydrunk.

Her:congratulationsmyhusbandyoucan

statetheobvious.

Me:okam goingtobed,areyoucoming?

Her:nopeI'lljustsitherewithmy'loyal'

friendsomethingyou'renot.

Me:okam notarguingwithyouthistime.

Her:WHY!WHY'DYOUDOITHUH!?

Me:am notdoingthiswithyou.

Itriedwalkingawayandshethrewthe

bottleatmebutlucklyithitthewall.

Me:WHATTHEFUCK!

Her:WHY!

Ichargedatherandgrabbedherface.



Me:listentomemeluthandodon'tyouever

throwsomethingatmeagaindoyouhear

me?

Khwezi:daddystopityou'rehurting

mommy.

ShestartedcryingandThandopickedher

up.

Thando:nohe'snotsweetiemommyand

daddyarejusthavingadisagreement.Why

areyounotsleeping?

Khwezi:youwereloudandIgotscared.

Thando:am sorrywescaredyoubabynow

let'sgobacktobed.

ShecarriedkhweziupstairswhileIhanged

myheadinshame,whydidIlosecontrollike

that,nowmydaughterisscaredforlife.Isat

onthecouchuntilIfellasleep,Iwaswoken



upbykhweziandAyainthekitchen.

Aya:byedaddy,we'regoingtoschoolnow.

Me:ok,princesscanyoucomeheredaddy

wantstotalktoyou.

Ma-rose:we'llbewaitinginthecar,comeon

Aya.

Shesatonmylap.

Me:lookhoneyIwanttosaysorryabout

whatyousaw,daddywasbadfordoingthat

anditsneverok,aboyshouldneverhitagirl

andvisevesa.doyouunderstand?

Khwezi:yesdaddymommyalreadytold

me,IhavetogotoschoolnowIloveyou

daddy.

Shekissedmycheekandranout,damn

whendidmylittlegirlgetsobig.AnywayI

finallymasteredupthecourageandwent



upstairs,whenIgotinThandowasholding

onebabyandtheotheronewasalready

sleeping,sinceshe'slightskinnedyoucould

seemyfingersonherface.

Me:am sorry

Her:shhnotnow.

Ilistenedandwentinthebathroom and

tookaquickshowerandwhenIcameout

shewasn'tthereanymoresoIjustworemy

suitandmademywaydownstairsand

Thandowasmakingabottle.

Me:formula!?

Her:yes,there'sstillalcoholinmysystem.

Me:aboutlastnight

Her:I'drathereatmyownarm thanhave

thisargumentwithyourightnow.



Me:am notarguing

Her:good,causeam notinthemood,lookI

shouldn'thavethrownabottleatyouthat

wascrossingthelinebutandIrepeatunder

nocurcuimstanceareyoutoeverputyour

handsonmeagainunderstand?

Me:yesandam sorryaboutthat

BeforeIcouldfinishshewalkedback

upstairsandIwenttowork.LunchtimeTT

cametoseeme.

TT:manyouneedtocontrolyouranger.

Me:Iknow

TT:whatifyoureallyhurtherbro!

Me:geezTTIknowthisitsjustyouknow

afterIkillIbecomeonedgesowhenshe

threwthatbottlemyreflexeskickedinandI

reacted.



TT:youneedtounderstandwhereshe's

comingfrom,Victoriakilledherdadandshe

wantedhertosufferbutyoutookthataway

from her.

Me:IknowTT,butthisisourworldnot

hers,wegottrainedforthis,Ijustdidn'twant

bloodonmywifeshands.

TT:Iunderstandbutyoustillneedtomake

thatright.

Me:(sigh)Iknow.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*



*

AtfirstIfeltfuriousaboutyesterday,todayI

feeldisappointed,inmyselfforprovoking

him andhim forreacting.Butmyfather

alwayssaidtous'neverhitaboyunlessif

youwanttogetbeaten',grantedmyfather

raiseduslikeboyssometimesbuthe

alwaysmaintainedthat.Ifeelsodrainedso

Idecidedtogoandseeauntbusi.Igot

dressedandgotthetwinsreadyandleft.I

arrivedinnotimeandfirstthingshenoticed

wasmyface.

Her:whatisthismelu,isLwazibeatingyou

now?

Me:noauntyrelax,wejusthada

misunderstanding.

Her:I'llhaveamisunderstandingwithmy

footinhisfaceifhehitsmybaby.



Me:(laughing)Iknownowrelax

Her:doyouwanttotellmewhatthiswas

about?

Me:(sigh)Victoriakilleddad.

Her:yourdaddyhadaheartattackmelu.

Me:aninducedone,lookIcan'tgetinto

detailsbutshedidit.

Her:thatwitch,whereisshe?

Me:dead

Her:youdidn'tdosomethingstupiddidyou

mybaby!?

Me:Iunfortunatelydidn'tkillher.

Her:thankGod,killingsomeoneisnojoke

yousawwhatitdidtoyourfather,hecame

backachangedmanthenlosingyour

mothersenthim overtheedgeandhe



startedgambling.

Me:IknowIwasthereremember?

Shepinchedme.

Her:don'tgetsmartwithmegirly

Me:sorry.

WecontinuedtocatchupandcookuntilI

realiseditwasgettinglateandIrushed

home.IcarriedmybabiesinsideandI

noticedlwazidishinguphehelpedmeput

theboysdownandwesatandate.

Me:wherearethekids,theymustbehungry.

Lwazi:atmyparentsandma-roseistaking

theboystothegueshousefortonight.

Me:phewfinallyagoodnightsleep.

Weawkwardlylaughedthenlookedateach

other.



Him:am sorrynotonlyaboutlastnightbut

theVictoriasituationaswell.

Me:whydidyoudothat,didyounotthinkI

couldhandleitmyself?

Him:it'snotthatitsjustIdidn'twantblood

onyourhands,Idon'twantthatlifeforyou.

Me:butyou'renotmyparentlwaziyou're

mypartnerandyoushouldtreatmeasyour

equal.

Him:Ido

Me:am notfinished,am sickofpeople

makingdecisionsaboutmylife,firstitwas

mydadwhenIwasgrowingupthenthat

fuckRoberto,thensindikidnappingmethen

killingmybrotherthentryingtotakemyson

awayfrom me(damnthatbitchneedsto

stopmessingwithme)whatam tryingto



sayisIgetthatyouweretryingtoprotect

mebutVictoriawasmine,Ineededthatthen

youjusttookit.

Him:Iunderstand.

Ikneeledinfrontofhim.

Me:Ilovethefactthatyouprotectmeeven

from myselfsometimesbutyouneedtolet

megocrazysometimescausethat'sthe

onlywayIstaysane.

Hepickedmeup.

Him:likeIsaidIunderstandandeverythingI

doisbecauseIloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.Sowhatdidyoudowith

her?

Him:she'sinthebottom oftheocean

Me:ohmaysherest.
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TodayisthedayofDaniandMarcus's

weddingandeveryonewasgettingready.

DaniforgaveMarcusafterthewhole

scandal,shewasnowgettingreadywiththe

girlsandWes.

Ilana:youlookbeautiful.

Thando:youreallydo.

Anita:Marcusisverylucky.

Wes:letshopeheknowsthat.

Dani:hedoes,thankyouforhelpingmeget

readyIknowwehaveourproblemsbutam



gladyouguysarehere.

Wes:honeywecanneversaynotofree

food.

Thando:Wes

Wes:what,itstruebutyoudolookgoodDani.

Dani:thankyou.

Ilana:comeonguysitsalmosttime.

MeanwhileMarcuswasdealingwithdrama

from hismanyboyfriends.

Marcus:youneedtogetoutofherebefore

anyoneseesyou.

Guy:butyousaidyoulovedme.

Marcus'sdad:iseverythingokson?

Marcus:yesfather,thismanwaslostandis

nowleaving,right!

Guy:jaam lookingforthechurchnext



door,goodluckwithyourweddingSir.

HewalkedoutandMarcuswasnowleft

withhisfather.

M dad:whatwasthatabout?

Marcus:yesfather.

M dad:Ihopeyou'renotgoingbacktoyour

disgustingwaysbecauseIwouldbevery

disappointedinyou.

Marcus:ofcoursenotfather

M dad:goodnowlet'sgetinside.

Lwaziwasstandingoutsidewithlwando

andSteveandTT.

Lwazi:soyoureallythinkthisweddingis

goingtohappen?

Lwando:Ithinkso.

TT:thisiscrazyImeanweallknowthat



he'syouknow.

Steve:what?

Lwando:(whispers)gay.

Steveburstoutinlaughter.

Steve:doessheknow?

TT:ja

Steve:andshe'sstillmarryinghim,whatis

sheuglyorsomething?

TT:Daniisveryattractive

Lwazi:don'tletAnitahearyousaythator

else.

TT:you'reright.

MrDlaminicameover.

MrD:canyouguysgivemeamomentwith

lwaziandTT.



Steve:surethingboss,Ineedtopeeanyway.

TT:howishedrunkalready?

Lwazi:whoknows,sowhat'supdad?

MrD:Victoria

TTandlwazilookedateachother.

TT:whatabouther?

MrD:Ihaven'theardfrom herinawhile.

Lwazi:jabutyouknowhowauntyvickyis.

MrD:Iknowbutsomethingfeelswrong,I

needyouboystotrackherdown.

TT:yesgeneral.

Hewalkedaway.

TT:fuck!

Lwazi:we'refucked,weneedtogivehim

somethingorhe'llbesuspicious.



TT:Ihaveaplan.

Lwazi:letshopeitworks.

TT:itwill.

EveryonewassittinginthechurchandDani

walkeddownaisle.Shelookedbeautiful

andMarcuswascryingbutsomepeople

weregossipingaboutDani.

Women:whyisshewearingwhite,she

alreadyhastwokidsandadeadhusband.

Women:Iknow

Thando:shhh

Daniwhisperedthankyoutothandoand

Thandowinkedather.

Priest:dearlybelovedswearegatheredhere

todaytojointthistwosoulsinholy

matrimony,nobondjoinedintheeyesofthe



Lordcanbebrokensoifanyonehasreason

whythesetwoshouldn'tbemarriedspeak

noworforeverholdyourpeace.

EveryonelookedaroundandDanilookedat

wes.

Wes:what,am notobjectingsogetmarried.

Marcussighedinreliefbutthenthedoor

swungopenanditwastheguyfrom earlier.

Guy:Iobject,(crying)MarcusIcan'tletyou

dothis,Iloveyoutoomuch.

Marcus:Albertgetoutofhere,(hefixedhis

glasses)IloveDani.

Anotherguystoodup.

Guy:butyousaidyouloverme,yousaidthe

onlyreasonyou'remarryingherisbecause

youwanttoinherityourfather'sempire.



Anotherguystoodup.

Guy3:butMarcusyousaidIwastheonly

one.

DanistartedcryingandMarcustriedto

calm down.

M dad:whatrubbishisthisMarcus?

Marcus:dadthey'relying.

Thando:Daniareyouok?

Shejustdropperherflowersandranout

crying.Sherantothebathroom and

bumpedintoSteve.

Steve:heyyou'reinthemen'sbathroom lady.

Dani:leavemealone.

Steve:damnchillout,waitaren'tyou

supposetobegettingmarried?

Dani:Isaidleaveme.



Steve:am notcomfortablewiththatyoujust

seem abitsuicidal,areyouok?

Dani:youdon'tlistendoyou?

Steve:notreally.

Daniattackedhim withakiss.

Steve:waitaminutelady.

Dani:whatyou'realsogayorsomething?

Steve:megay,girlamashowyouhow

straightIam.

Hepickedherupandunzippedhispants

andliftupherdressandyouknowwhat

happenednext.
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Itsbeenaboutthreemonthssincemyfailed

weddingandIfeelfree.Marcuscalledme

foraboutmonthbeggingmetoforgivehim

thenhestopped,hequithisjobandIheard

hestolesomemoneyfrom hisfatherand

ranawaywithsomeguynamedAlbert.I

don'tcareabouthim anymoreandmykids

stilllivewiththeDlaminisbutIgetthem

morenow.AsforSteve,IthoughtIwould

neverhavetodealwithhim afterthe

weddingexceptIfoundoutam pregnant

anditsobviouslyhisbecauseIneverslept

withMarcus.ButIdon'twanthim involved

becauseIaskedThandoabouthim andshe

toldmehe'saplayerandhastwobaby

mamas,lordknowsudon'tneedthatkindof

dramaaroundme.He'snotmakingiteasy

thoughhekeepsoncallingmeandsending



flowersbutI'vebeenignoringhim.Idecided

nottogotoworktodaycauseam verytired

soam chillinginmybaggysweatpantsand

amessybunandeatingicecream with

somemayo.SomeoneknockedandI

assumeditwasthepizzadeliverysoIjust

grabbedmywalletandopenedthedoor.

Me:you

Steve:hey

Me:urgIthoughtyouwerepizza

Steve:am justasdelicious.

Me:mxm whatdoyouwant?

Steve:youobviously

Ijustwalkedawayandsatinmycouchand

heclosedthedoorandsatnexttome.

Steve:comeongivemeachance.



Me:ohshutup,Iknowaboutyourreputation

andam notinterested.

Steve:don'tyoubelieveinchange?

Me:notreally.

HestartedfakecryingandIlaughedathim.

Steve:you'resoheartlesshowcanyou

laughataheartbrokenman.

Me:(laughing)youlookuglywhenyoufake

cry.

Steve:ouchyoudon'tstop

Me:ncoooowcomegivemamaahug.

IwasstilllaughingwhenIwashugginghim

thenIsniffedhim.

Steve:areyousmellingme?

Me:(Imoaned)yousmellreallygood.

Steve:thankyou.



Igotontopofhim andrippedhisclothes

offandrodehim,aftertwosteamysessions

wewerebothlayingonthecouchnaked.

Steve:thatwasamazing.

HestartedrubbingmytummythenI

rememberedIwaspregnantsoIjustupand

gotdressed.

Steve:what'swrong?

Me:youhavetogo.

Steve:areyouserious?

Me:yesnowgetdressed.

Hegotupanddressedup.

Steve:what'sgoingon?

Me:mykidsarecominghomesoon.

Steve:its11inthemorningonaThursday

what'sreallygoingonDani?



Me:Iwantyoutogo.

Steve:WHY?

Me:CAUSEIDON'TLIKEYOULIKETHAT.

lookthesexisgreatbutitsonlysexnothing

more.

Steve:ouchnogirlhaseverdonethistome

before.

Me:newsflashtheworldisroundnowget

out.

Ipushedhim outandclosedthedoor,that

wascloseImeanam luckymybumpisnot

visibleyetandIthinkIkindalikeStevebutI

justcan'thavemyheartbroken.

*

*

*



Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwokeupearlyandmadebreakfast.

Thando:you'remakingbreakfast

again,damnyou'renotcheatingonmeare

you?

Me:Iwouldneverdream ofit.

Khwezi:what'scheating.

Thando:adultbusinessnowtimeforschool.

Me:I'lldrivethem afterIwashthedishes.

Thando:okstopitnowyou'rescaringme.

Ilaughedthenkissedher.

Aya:euhwgross.



Me:ohshutup,you'llunderstandoneday.

ThandoleftandIfinishedeverythingupand

droppedthekidsoffandmademywayto

work.Igotinandworkedlikeahorseand

Stevedidn'tbringlunchlikeusualsoIgotit

myselfandwenttohisoffice,hewasjust

lookingoutthewindow.

Me:heybroyoudidn'tcomeforlunchsoI

broughtitforyou.

Steve:thankbroItotallyforgot.

Me:areyougood?

Steve:nope,rememberItoldyouabout

hookingupwithDani?

Me:andItoldyouthatwasabadidea.

Steve;jawhatever,sowehookedupagain

yesterday.



Me:bro!

Steve:afterthatshekickedmeoutand

basicallytoldmeIwasapest.

Iburstoutinlaughter.

Steve:itsnotfunny

Me:yesitis,shepulledaSteveonsteve.

Steve:mxm lookIthinkIlovethisgirl.

Ichockedonmyfood.

Me:youwhat?

Steve:Iloveherbutshekeepspushingme

awayandIdon'tknowwhy.

Me:itcouldbebecauseyou'reCapetown's

biggestplayer.

Steve:ohcomeonI'vechanged,Ihaven't

beenabletogetwithanothergirlsinceI

hookedupwithher.



Me:wowwemustgetyoutoadoctormy

friendcauseyou'reactingcrazy.

Steve:crazyinlovewithher,butshedoesn't

wanttoseeme.

Me:mymom invitedeveryonefordinner

tonightsoyoucancomecauseshe'llbe

there.

Steve:that'sagreatidea,thanksbro.

Me:jaIbetterbethebestmanatthe

wedding.

Steve:Iknowyou'reonlyjokingbutIwill

marryher.

Me:okmyfriend.

Ilefthim andwenthomethenwemadeour

waytomyparents.Assoonaswearrived

mydadcalledmeandTTtothestudy.



Dad:sowhatdoyouhave?

TT:mycontacttrackedherdownandshe

waslastseeninMozambiquewithaboy

toy,thenapparentlygotmarriedandthen

movedarounduntilthetrailwentcold.

Me:classicauntV.

Dad:dammitwhenisVictoriagoingtogrow

up?

Me:that'swhatshedoes,don'tstress

yourself.

Dad:jayou'reright,goodjobboys,youcan

stopwiththesearch.

TT:areyousure?

Me:jawecancontinuelookingforher.

Dad:don'tbotherVictoriaisimmatureand

she'llneverstopchasingmen.Let'sgoeat.



Us:yesSir.

Hewalkedoutandwefollowed.Everyone

wassittingdowneating.

Nolwazi:wowDaniyoulookabitfat.

Thando:that'srude.

Ilana:jalayoffnolwazi.

Dani:noitsokI'vebeenstresseatingyou

canunderstandespeciallyaftereverything

thathappenedtome.

Itgotquite.

Nolwazi:haveyouseenhim sincethe

wedding?

Dani:noandIdon'tfeeltalkingabout

Marcus.

Me:japipedownnolwazi.

Nolwazi:mxm Iwasjustasking.



Thando:wellstop.

Stevecamein.

Me:IinvitedSteveIhopethat'sok.

Mom:nonsenseyouknowIloveStevylike

myownson,gositnexttoDani.

Hesatdownanddanifeltuncomfortable.

HewaslookingatDanithetimeandthen

whenIlookedunderthetableshewas

brushinghisleg.

Dani:uhm IhavetogoIhaveabusyday

tomorrowsoI'llgoandkissthekids

goodbye.

Mom:oksweetie

Steve:jaIalsoshouldgetgoing,traffic.

Hegotupandkissedmom andleftafew

minuteslaterdanifollowedher.



Nolwazi:somethingishappeningwiththose

two.

Thando:ohshutup,where'ssizwe?

Nolwazi:he'sworkinglate.

Thando:onaFriday,jaright.

Me:Ithinkweshouldalsogetgoing.

Wekissedthekidsandleft,wedrovein

silence.

Thando:sowhathappenedtoyourfather

askingaboutVictoria?

Me:wehandleditsohedroppedit.

Thando:that'sgood.

Me:canItellyouasecret?

Thando:yes

Me:nolwaziisrightdaniandStevearereally

hookingup.



Thando:ohIknow

Me:how?

Thando;comeonbabeam notblindbesides

Iknowsomethingyoudon't.

Me:whatisit?

Thando:Ican'ttellyou.

Me:why?

Thando:itsasecret.

Me:butIthoughtwedon'tkeepsecretsin

ourmarriage.

Thando:IpromisedDani.

Me:comeonpleasetellme.

Thando:okdaniispregnantwithSteve's

baby.

Me:ohmygodwhat?Doesheknow?



Thando:noandyouwon'ttellhim.

Me:buthe'smybestfriend.

Thando:andam yourwife.

Me:butthisistoojuicy.

ThandoburstoutinlaughterandIjoined

her.

Thando:babeyou'rebecomingabit

feminineshouldIbeworried?

Me:aboutme,neverDarling.

Wecontinuedlaughinganddrivinghome.
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Thando'sPOV

*

*

*



Iwokeupsuperrefreshedwhilemy

husbandwasbusysnoringupastorm,I

triedtoshakehim buthedidn'twakesoI

kickedhim.

Lwazi:ouch,whatisitThando?

Me:youweresnoring.

Him:noIwasn't

Me:youwerebutthatsnotwhyIwokeyou

up,let'sgoouttoday.

Him:nobabycan'twejustsleepintodayI

meanallthekidsaregone.

Me:mypointexactly,comeonletsgotothe

beachIhaven'tbeenthereinawhile.

Him:okgivemeanhour.

Me:nolwazi,getupwe'regoing.

Ishoweredandworeawhitelongsummer



dresswithsandalsandwaitedformy

husbanddownstairsandafteranhourI

wentbackupstairsandhewasstillsleeping.

Me:nolwazimarn,areyouserious?

Him:(undertheblankets)butam sleepy.

Me:you'reabouttobedivorcedifyoudon't

getyourassready.

Iwaitedforhim downstairsandhecame

minuteslater.

Lwazi:youoweme.

Me:whatever

Hewenttothebeachandchilled.

Lwazi:noyouwererightthisoceanbreeze

isbetterthanthatroom.

Me:Itoldyou,nowyouoweme.

Him:whatcanIgetyoumylove?



Me:ribs,stickyjuicyribs.

Him:yougotit,letsgo.

Hegotupandwalkedtoarestaurantclose

byandordered.

Me:Iwanttolivebythebeachoneday.

Him:really?

Me:yepIfindthebeachsorelaxing.

OurorderscameandIduginmyribswhile

lwaziwaslaughingatme.

Lwazi:(laughing)wouldyoulikesomewipes

orsomething.

Me:nope

Lwazi:becarefulyou'rewearingawhite

dressremember!?

Me:whatever

Icontinuedeatingandthensomechick



yelledlwazi'snameandhejumpedupto

hugher.

Lwazi:bunny!

Girl:damnrabbityoulookgood.

Lwazi:mxm whateverheybunnymeetmy

wifeThando.

Girl:hyam Stephanie.

IwavedathermindyouIhadamouthfull

ofribsandIhadstickyhands.Theyjustsat

downandtalkedcompletelyignoringme,

theyhadsomuchchemistryIswearInever

sawLwazithishappy.Ijustsatthere

watchingthem,Ifeltlikesuchathirdwheel.

Her:ohmyGodIwishIhadmoretimebutI

havetogo.

Lwazi:okitwassoniceseeingyoubunny.



Her:metoorabbit,ohandyoutooThandi.

Me:Thando

Her:ohsorry,sillymistake.

Shegotupandleft,IwassoannoyedIgot

upandwenttothecar.Hecameinminutes

lateranddroveushome.

Me:sorabbit?

Lwazi:(laughing)jathosewereoursilly

nicknameswhenwewerekids.

Me:she'spretty

Him:notmorethanmywife.

Me:youcould'vefooledme,youwereacting

likeaschoolboyaroundher.

Him:(laughing)areyoujealousofbunny?

Me:norabbit.

GodknowsIam.



*

*

*

Steve'sPOV

*

*

*

MynameisStevenBenedictbutyouknow

measSteve.I'veknownLwazisincehigh

schoolandI'veworkedfortheDlaminis

sinceIwaslike20,honestlythey'relikemy

familycausegrowingupitwasonlymydad

andI,mymom leftmewithhim whenIwas

like3.Mydadwasanamazingfathertome

buthewasaplayerlikeIthinkIhadabout

50differentmomsattheageoften.Igrew

uptobethesamewayandIhadthreekids



bythetimeIwas18withtwowomen.

I'veneverbeeninarelationshipbutIswear

Daniisdifferent,I'vefalleninlovewiththis

girlbutshedoesn'twantarelationshipwith

me.Daniisnotonlybeautifulbutshealso

hasagreatheart.Hookingupwithherwas

supposetobeaonetimethingbutI've

caughtfeelings.Everytimeafterwehook

upshekicksmeout,thismorningshe

kickedmeoutcauseshewasthrowingup.

SoIleftthencamebacklaterandwe

hookedupagainthenshekickedagainsoI

drovetolwazi'splace.

Thando:Steve

Me:heyislwazihere?

Thando:he'seating,comeinI'llplateupfor

you.



Me:thanks

IwentinandLwaziwaseating.

Him:browhyareyouheresolate?

Me:Danikickedmeout.

Lwazi:again?

Me:ja,Ihonestlydon'tknowwhattodo

anymore.

Thando:maybegivehersomespace

Me:Itryandthenshewantstohavesexand

Isayyesandgetmyhopesupbutthenshe

crushesthem again.Itslikeshe'stwo

peoplesometimes.

LwaziandThandolookedateachother.

Me:what!?

Thando:nothing

Me:noitssomething.



Lwazi:weranintobunnytoday.

Me:ohmyGodsteph,isshestillhot?

Lwazi:no

Thando:jarighthewaspractically

salivating.

Me:Idon'tblamehim theyweresoinlovein

highschool.

Thando:ohreally?

Lwazi:notreallybabe.

Me:uhm yesyouwererememberyou

wantedto

Lwazi:DANIISPREGNANT.

Thando:whatthefucklwazi!

Me:she'swhat?

IgrabbedmykeysanddrovetoDani'splace

andknockedlikeacrazyperson.



Dani:WHAT,ohStevewhatdoyouwant?

Me:areyoupregnant?

Shelookedshocked.

Me:answerme.

Dani:yes

Me:isitmine?

Dani:yes

Me:whenwereyouplanningontellingme?

Shelookeddown.

Me:wereyouevengoingtotellme?

Dani:Ididn'twanttoburdenyou.

Me:wow,ImaybealotofthingsDanibutI

lovemykids.

Iwalkedawayanddrovehome.
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Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Me:whatthefucklwazi,Itoldyouthatin

confidence.

Lwazi:am sorry

Me:mxm,andwhydidn'tyoutellmethat

youand'bunny'!?

Lwazi:there'snothingtotell

Me:clearlythereisbecauseyoujustblurted

outDani'ssecret.

Lwazi:itwasgoingtocomeoutanyway,she

wasgoingtostartshowinganyway

Me:that'snotthepoint,shetrustedmeandI

trustedyou,youknowwhatscrewthis.



IwentupstairsandcalledDani.

Her:hello

Me:heyDani,Ihavetotellyousomething.

Her:Iknowhewashere.

Me:oham sosorryDani,IknowIbetrayed

yourtrust.

Her:itsokcalm down,thetruthhadtocome

outanyway.

Me:soyou'renotangry?

Her:girlnobutnowSteveis.

Me:lknowStevehe'llcomedownbesides

helovesyou.

Her:hedoes?

Me:inthetimeI'veknownhim he'snever

beenseriousaboutagirl,Ithinkyoushould

givehim achance.



Her:Ialsolikehim teebutI'vebeenhurttoo

manytimesandmyhurtcan'ttakeanymore

disappointments.

Me:grantedbutyoucan'tliveyourlifein

fearDani,giveSteveachance,givelovea

chance.

Dani:(laughing)I'llthinkaboutit,goodnight.

Me:okgirlgoodnight.

Lwaziwalkedin.

Him:what'reyoudoing?

Me:cleaningupamessyoumade.

Him:comeonThandoam sorry.

Me:itfeltlikeStevewasabouttosay

somethingbeforeyoudisturbedhim.

Him:you'reimaginingthingsgoodnight.

Hegotinaslept,IknowLwaziwellenough



toknowwhenhe'slyingandrightnowhe's

lyingrightnowanditsaboutthatgirl.

*

*

*

Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

I'vebeenthinkingaboutwhatThandoand

she'sright,IdolikeSteveandIwantto

figureitout.Itriedcallinghim buthe'sbeen

ignoringmesoIdecidedtogoandseehim

beforeIgotodinnerattheDlaminis.I

knockedbuthedidn'topenthedoorthenI

noticeditwasn'tlockedsoIletmyselfin.



Hewassleepingonthecouchwithan

emptytuboficecream,Isatdownandhe

wokeup.

Him:Dani,whatareyoudoinghere?

Me:Iwanttotalk

Him:Idon'twanttoargue

Me:am notheretoargueIwantto

apologise.

Him:am Ithatbadthatyoufelttheneedto

notwanttoletmeknow.

Me:noSteve,IlikeyoudareIsayIloveyou

andIwasstillgoingthroughalotofstuff

andthelastthingIneededwastofeellikeI

wastrappingyou.

Him:youwouldn'tbetrappingme.

Dani:comeonsteveIdon'thavethebest



trackrecordwithmen.

Him:andIdon'thavethebestwithwomen

butIwasbeinghonestwhenIsaidIlove

you.Butyou'vemadeitveryclearthatyou

don'twanttobewithmesoam overit.

Me:youare?

Him:jalet'sjusttryandgetalongforthe

sakeofthebaby.

Me:ohforthebaby?

Him:ja

Me:jayou'reright.

Him:sowhenisyournextappointment?

Me:uhm Thursday.

Him:I'llseeyouthen.

Me:ok

Igotuptowalkaway.



Him:soyoulovemehuh?

Me:uhm yesbutam toodamaged.

Hewalkedoverandpickedmeup.

Him:am alsodamagedsolet'sbedamaged

together,IloveyouDaniandIwon'thurtyou.

Me:promise.

Him:notreally

Me:what?

Him:(laughing)am justplaying.

Me:mxm whatevericecream man.

Him:you'remakingfunofme?

Me:never.

HetickledmetillIpeedalittleandhe

laughedatmeandwelaughedtogether.I

haven'tbeenthishappyinforeverandI

hopeitstayslikethis.



*

*

*

Narrated

*

*

*

TheDlaminisinvitedeveryonefordinner

andtheyweresittingdown.Everyonewas

laughingandhavingfun,everyonewent

quietwhenDaniandStevewalkedin

together.

MrsD:Dani,Stevywelcome.

Dani:Ihaveanannouncement,am pregnant.

Nolwazi:wealreadyknow.

Dani:how?



Thando:don'tlookatmeIonlytoldLwazi.

Ilana:Ionlytoldlwando.

Lwando:ItoldTTandmom.

MrsD:andItoldnolwaziandmyhusband.

Dani:wowIguessnewstravelfast.

Nolwazi:sowho'sthedaddy,isitMarcus?

Dani:no

Steve:am thefather.

Nolwazi:whenareyougoingtostopmaking

babiesStevedamn.

Steve:noneofyourbusiness.

Everyonecontinuedwithdinner.

Steph:heyeveryone.

Nolwazi:Steph

ShejumpedupandhuggedherandMrsD



didaswell.Thandowassoannoyed.

MrsD:whendidyoucomebackfrom

London.?

Steph:recently

Nolwazi:wowreally,Irememberlwaziwas

soheartbrokenwhenyouleft.

Steph:Iwastoobutmyparentshadto

move.

Nolwazi;Iunderstand,hewasreadyto

proposehehadaringandeverything.

Thando:ohreally!?

Steph:Ididn'tknow.

Thando:youandmebothbummy.

Thandogotupandgotherkidsand

stormedout.

Lwazi:reallynolwazi,youneedtolearnhow



toshutupsometimes.

nolwazi:andyouneedtolearnhowtobe

honestwithyourwife.

Lwazi:whatthefuckdoyouknowabout

marriage,whereissizwe?

MrsD:that'senough

Lwazi:mxm whatevergoodnighteveryone.

Hestormedout.
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Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Myheartisheavyam literallyontheverge

oftearsbutIhavetokeepabravefacefor

thekids.Lwazicameinthecar.



Him:Icanexplain

Me:KIDS!

Hestartedthecaranddroveushomein

silence,asmuchasIwanttoriphim to

shreadsrightnowIcan'tletkhweziseeus

arguingagain,Idon'twanttoemotionally

damagemybabycausethisidiotdecidedto

lieagain.WhenwearrivedIgotthetwins

outofthecarandlwazicarriedAyasince

hewaspassedoutandkhweziwalkedin.

Khwezi;mommycanIhavesomeicecream?

Me;itsnighttimeandyou'regoingtoschool

remembernowpleasegotosleep.

Khwezi:butgrandmaletushaveicecream

wheneverwewanted.

Me:don'ttestmypatiencelittleladygoto

sleepunlessifyoudon'twanttohave



sleepoversatgrandmaanymore.

Khwezi:okokam sleeping.

Me:goodgirl,Iloveyouprincess.

Khwezi:Iloveyoutoomommy.

Iwenttomyroom andlwaziwasinbed

watchingtv,Ipassedhim andwentstraight

foralongrelaxingbathafterwardsIwore

mynightgownandclimbedinbed.

Lwazi:lookThandoIcanexplainthewhole

misunderstandingatdinner.

Me:misunderstanding?,lookdudeam so

zenrightnowsodon'truinit.

Iturnedtheotherwayandslept,next

morningIleftearlylordknowsam still

pissed.AnitaandWescameinmyoffice.

Me:(sigh)whatdoyouwant?



Anita:stillmadaboutlastnightIsee.

Wes:whathappenedlastnight?

Anita:alot,forstartersDaniispregnant.

Wes;what,you'relying.SoisMarcusthe

fatherohdearlorddon'ttellmehe'sthe

father.

Anita:nohe'snotSteveisthebabydaddy.

Wes:what,thatidiot?

Anita;yep

Me:Ifeellikeyouguyscould'vehadthis

conversationsomewhereelse.

Wes:whyareyousocranky,don'ttellme

you'renothappyforDani,Imeandamnthat

girlhashadtheworstluckwithmen.

Me:noam obviouslyveryhappyforDani.

Wes:thenwhat'supyourskirt?



Me:(sigh)Lwazi.

Wes:whatdidmybaedonow!?

Me:helied

Wes:ohmyGodgettoitalready.

Me:heliedabouthisexgirlfriendalmost

fiancée,Ihonestlydon'twanttogetintothe

detailsbuttheyhavepetnamesforeach

other,Imeanareyoufuckingkiddingme

likewhatbitchcallsamarriedmanpet

namesinfrontofthewife?

Wes:dum uglywhorethat'swho.

Anita:exceptshe'sfuckinghot.

Wes:reallybitch?

Anita:what,sheis.

Wes:that'snotthepointstupid,we'reon

team thandoremember?



Anita:jaIguessshekindahasweirdboobs.

Wes:reallyboobs,godyou'rejustdum asa

boxofrocks.

Me:she'srightshe'shot,likeifIwasn't

marriedIwouldbangherkindahot,the

kindahotthatcouldturnyoustraight.

Wes:ohDarlingnothingcaneverturnme

straight.

Ifoundsomepicsoninstagram and

showedhim.

Wes:OKIseeImeanshewouldn'tturnme

straightbutshewouldmakemeconsiderit.

Me:mypointexactlyandshe'slwazi'slong

lostex.

Anita:butfriendyou'rewayhotterthanher.

Wes:jashe'sanineandyou'reaten.



Me:maybebutIpushedouttwobabiesout

ofmyVirginiasoitskindabrokenandshe

probablystillhasgoodpussysoam

screwed.

Wes:lwaziwouldneverdothattoyou

Me:neversaynever.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

IguessThandoismadatme.SoIcooked

her,herfavouritesandputthekidstobed

early,Ihadtobribethem withicecream.



Thandocameinlookingexhausted.

Me:hey,Imadedinner,allyourfavourites.

Her:nothanksIalreadyate

Me:really,youstillmad?

Her:nomebeingfullhasnothingtodowith

beingmaditjustmeansam full,Iowna

restaurantremember?

Me:jabutcanwestilltalk?

Her:LwaziIhadalongdaysoIdon'tfeel

liketalkingrightnow.

Shewalkedpastmeandwentupstairs.

Me:willyoustoprunningawayeverytimeI

wanttohaveadiscission,lookIdidn'ttell

youaboutStephanie,bigdealnowplease

canwemoveon.

Shestoppedandslowlyturnedtolookat



meandshewaslividbuttriedherbestto

hisit.

Her:bigdeal?,lookam notangrybecause

onceuponatimeyoufuckedsomewhore

am madbecauseyouliedtomeonceagain

afteryoupromisedyouwouldn't,look

whateverrelationshipyouhadwithbummy.

Me:itsbunny

Her:areyoureallytryingtocorrectmeright

now,wowlookasIwassayingitsnotabout

thethat'spissingmeoffitsthefactthat

youchosetolieeventhoughyoudidn'thave

too.Nowam goingtosleepandifyou're

halfassmartasyouthinkyouareyouwon't

followme.

WiththatsheleftandIcleanedupthen

sleptinoneofthebedroomsdownstairs.I

wokeupthenextmorningandThandowas



alreadygoneandtookthekidstoschoolso

Igotreadyforworkandkissedthetwins

goodbye.Itsbeenabusydayatworkas

usualIwasdisturbedbyaknock.

Me(notlookingup)comein.

Person:damnrabbityoulookcutewhen

you'rebusy.

IlookedupanditwasStephanie,Igotup

andhuggedherandwesatonthecouch.

Me:bunnywhatbringsyouby?

Her:Iwantedtoseethebigbadbossat

work.

Me:ofcoursethisisagorgeousviewsoI

don'tblameyou.

Her:(laughing)you'restillascockyaseverI

see.



Me:what,Iwastalkingabouttheviewof

thecity,stopcheckingmeout.

Sheplayfullyhitmyarm andlaughed,wow

thatlaughbroughtbackmemories.See

StephanieandIwerefriendssincewewere

kids,shekindadatedSthembisofirstbuthe

waskindaofajerktohersoherandone

nighthadsexitwasourfirstforthebothof

ussowecontinueddatingthroughouthigh

schoolandwhenwewereingrade12Iwas

readytoproposebutherandherfamily

movedtoLondonduringtheJuneholidays

andIhaven'tseenorheardfrom hersince.

SoafterhighschoolIjoinedthearmyand

becameaplayeruntilIfellinlovewith

ThandobutIwouldbelyingifsaidIdidn't

stillhavefeelingsforbunnyImeanshe's

myfirstlove.



Her:goodI'vemissedyourabbit.

Me:whydidyouleave?

Her:parents

Me:butnocontact,Imeanthatshitbroke

myheart

Her:minetoo

Shetouchedmyhandandwelookedat

eachother.

Me:uhm Ihavetogetbacktowork.

Her:uhm jaIalsoneedtogetsomewhere.

Me:jasobye.

Her:bye

ShequicklywalkedoutandIsatdown,Ijust

dodgedabullet
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Bunny'sPOV

*
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*

MynameisStephanieRichardsandam a

model.Lwaziwereheadoverheelsinlove

whenwewereyoungerandhonestlyI've

travelledtheworldbutnobodymakesmy

heartskipabeatlikerabbit.I'veheard

storiesabouthisbadboybehaviourafterI

feltsoresponsiblesoyoucanimaginemy

shookwhenIfoundhewasmarriedthenI

heardhiswifediedanddecidedtowaitbut

thenwhencamebacktoSAandfoundout

he'smarriedagainitcrushedme,butI

decidedtocomeanyway.Don'tgetme

wrongIdon'twanttobreakuphismarriage

butIhavetoatleastfindoutifhestillfeels



thesame.AndwhenIheldhishandIfelt

sparksIcouldbewrongbutIknowLwazi

morethananyoneandrightnowhe's

conflictedandthatmeanshestilllovesme

andthat'sallIwant.Myparentsthinkam in

Zambiaworking,theydon'twantmebackin

SAsoam lyingsoIcouldn'tbookahotelin

mynamesoIendeduplivingwithanold

highschoolfriendbutshetoldmeher

boyfriendisnotcomfatablewithsoIhave

tomoveout.WhenItoldMrsDthestory

shesaidIcouldmoveinwiththem.

MrsD:sodidyoutellhim?

Me:Itriedbuthewasbusy.

MrsD:babyam okwithyoumovinginbutI

don'twanttofeellikeam blindsidinghim or

betrayingThando.

Me:youreallylikeherdon'tyou?



Her:ohyesshe'samazing,abitimpulsiveat

timesbutsweetoverall,shekindareminds

meofayoungerme.

Me:ohwow

Ilookeddowndisappointed.

Her:honeyIhopeyou'renotbackforLwazi.

Me:Istilllovehim ma.

Her:Iunderstandbuthe'sadifferentperson

nownottomentionhe'shappily

married,lookyoudon'twanttostartany

relationshipbyhurtingathirdpartycause

that'sbadluck.Sometimesyouhavetolet

goofwhatyoulove,nowtellLwaziyou're

livingherebeforehefindsoutonhisown.

Me:Iwill.

NottosayIwantedMrsDtohateThando

butitkindasucksthatsheadoresher.



*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

WhenIgothomeThandowasstillnot

talkingtome.

Me:youhavetotalktomeatsomepoint

Thando.

Her:noIdon't,lookam tryingthewholeif

youhavenothingnicetosaythensay

nothing.

Me:comeonThandoyoucan'tbemadover

bunnyshemeansnothingtome.



Her:ohrighttherethewhole'bunny'thingit

justtripsmeoutlwazi,likehowwouldyou

feelifanotherman,amanIhavehistory

withcalledmebymypetname?

Me:itwouldn'tmatterifyoudidn'tlovehim

anymore,lookbunny,Stephanieisnota

factorinourmarriage.

Her:THENWHYISSHEAFFECTINGOUR

MARRIAGE?

Me:Idon'tknowmaybebecauseyou're

lettingmyhistorywithhergetinyourhead.

Her:itsnotthehistorythat'sinmyhead

lwazi,itsthefactthattheisunfinished

businessbetweenyouguys.

Me:nothereisn't

Her:yesthereisthat'swhyyoufelttheneed

tolieabouther,andyoudidn'tbreakupwith



hershebrokeyourheart.

Me:Iknowshedidbut.

Her:youneedtohandlethatLwazi.

Shewalkedupstairsandlockedtheroom

soIsleptdownstairsagainandthe

followingmorningwewenttoworkwithout

havingbreakfast.Iwascomingbackfrom a

meetingwhenIsawBunnysittingoutside

myoffice.

Me:twiceintwoday,goin.uhm lisacanyou

cancelmytwoo'clock.

Lisa:(givingmeanevileye)yesSir.

Me:areyouoklis?

Lisa:Ihopeyouknowwhatyou'redoingSir.

IwalkedinandStephaniewassittingonthe

couch.



Me:uhm sowhataredoinghere?

Her:am sorryifam disturbingbutIneeded

totellyouthatIlivewithyourparents.

Me:ohok

Her:jaIdidn'twantyoutothinkam being

shady.

Me:noitsOKIguess,wasthatall?

Her:uhm yes,Ishouldgoing

Me:whyareyouback?

Her:pardon?

Me:whyareyoubackafterallthistime?

Her:forwork

Me:isthattrue?

Her:uhm notreally.

Me:whythen?



Her:honestlyforyou,am stillinlovewith

yourabbit.

Me:(Isatdown)wow

Her:Iknow

Me:sowhatdoyouwant?

Her:you

Me:youcan'tam happilymarriedsonow

you'rejustcomplicatingeverything.

Her:am sorry

Me:whydidyouleave,Iwasreadytomarry

youat17Iwantedyouasawifeandyou

brokemyheart.

Her:Iknow

Me:noyoudon't,youleftmewithno

explanationdoyouknowwhatthatdidto

me?



ShecriedandIshedalittletearbutquickly

wipedit.

Me:whatgoodreasondoyouhaveforthat?

Her:(crying)IWASPREGNANTOK!

Me:what!

Her:Iwaspregnantlwaziandmyparents

wereangry.

Me:Iwould'vebeenthereforyou,youknow

that.

Her:wewereyounglwaziweren'tready.

Me:youdon'tknowthat,Iwould'vebeen

thereforyouandIwould'vegottenready.

Ilookeddownandrubbedmyhands

together

Me:sowhere'sthebaby?

Her:Ihadtohaveanabortion.



Me:youdidn'thaveto.

Her:(crying)yesIdid,whenmyparents

foundoutandtheywerelividsotheygave

meanultimatum andIhonestlywasn't

readymyselfLwaziandwhenmyparents

saidwemustmoveIdidbecauseIcouldn't

faceyouknowingwhatIdid.

Me:butyoucould'vetoldmeyouknowI

lovedyouwewould'vefigureditout.

Her:Iknow,nowIknowbetter.

ShebrokedownandIhuggedherandshe

criedinmyarmsandwegotdisturbedbya

knock.

Steve:ohheysotodisturbbutwe'relatefor

ourmeeting.Ohheybunny.

Shequicklywipedhertears.

Her:hyStevie.Ihavetogetgoing



Me:ok

Her:itwasniceseeingyouStevie.

Sherushedout.

Steve:whatwasthatabout!?

Me:nothing

Steve:brodon'tgothere

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Him:lookasareformedplayerIcanclearly

seewhat'shappeningbetweenyou

guys,don'tgotherelwazijustdon'truin

somethinggreatwithThandofor

somethingthatusedtobegreat.

Me:am notdoinganything.

Him:broam yourbestfriendandIknow

you,youlovedthatgirlandyou'restill

caughtinherweb.Lookam justsaying



don'tdoanythingrecklesscausetheminute

youcrossthatlineyoucan'tuncrossit.I'll

bewaitingforyouintheboardroom.

Hewalkedout,damndidSteveoutofall

peoplejustgivemeadvise.
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Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

I'veneverbeeninsecurebuttherewas

somethingaboutthisStephaniegirl,she

hadsomuchpoweroverlwazievenifhe

doesn'twanttoadmitit.Thewhole

situationisdrainingsotodayam notgoing

toworkinsteadam goingtoseeauntybee.

Itookthetwinswithme,itwasnice



catchingupwithher.

Auntbee:itsniceseeingyoumybaby,the

boysaregrowing.

Me:(sigh)theyare.

Her:sohowarethingswiththehusband?

Iimmediatelyfeltsad.

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowanymoreaunty.

Her:what'swrongNana?

Me:there'sthisgirlandshe'shisexproblem

ishenevertoldmeaboutherohandhe

wantedtoproposetoheratsomepoint.

TheLwaziImetwasabitofaplayboyso

whenwefinallygottogetherIfiguredam

theonlyoneheloved.

Her:Nanayouneedtorememberthatyou

andlwazineverdatedyoukindajumped



intomarriageandhavingafamilysoyou

guysarestillgettingtoknoweach

other.there'snodoubtthathelovesyou.

Me:Iknowthatthefirstthoughtinmymind

washecould'vebeenwithher,thathe

wantedtohaveafamilywithher.Iknow

she'sanexbutshe'sanexthatbrokehis

heart,Ican'thelpbutthinkthatthey'restill

feelingsthereonbothends.

Her:buthashedonesomethingwithher?

Me:notyet

Her:babyyoucan'tpunishhim for

somethinghehasn'tdoneyet,remember

whenyourdadwouldassumethatyou

woulddosomethingbad?

Me:yes

Her:whatwouldyoudowhenhedidthat?



Me:Iwoulddosomethingbad.

Her:exactly,lookbabylwaziliedandyou

needtohavethatdiscussionbutshecan't

beapartofit.

Me;Iunderstand

Her:good,nowI'vemissedmygrandbabies

socantheystaywithmeforawhile?

Me;butthey'reahandfulareyousureyou

canhandlethem?

Her:yes,pleasebabyIgetlonelysometimes

especiallysinceyourdadisgone.

Me:Iknow,theycanstaybutma-rosestay

withyousoshecanhelpyouout?

Her:ofcoursebaby,IloveRose.

Me:ok.

Idrovehomeandma-rosewenttoaunt



bee'splaceandImadedinnerforkhwezi

andAyaandputthem tobed.Iwaitedfor

lwazionthecouchImust'vedozedoff

causeIwokeupinlwazi'sarms.

Him:heyam sorryifIwokeyou,Ijustwanted

totakeyoutobed,I'llleaveyounow.

Me:pleasedon't,am tiredoffighting.

Him;am alsotired.

Me:sodoyouwanttosleepheretonight?

Him:Iwouldlovethat.

Wecuddledandweslept.Iwokeupwith

breakfastinbed.

Me:morningwhat'sallofthis?

Him:breakfastformywife.

Hekissedmeandkepttryingtofeedme

anditjustfeltlikeoldtimes.



Me:Ilikethis

Him:Idotoo

Me:sonomoresecretsthen.

Hescratchedhishead.

Me:what'swrong?

Him:promiseyouwon'tgetmad.

Me:justtellme.

Him:ok,stephislivingwithmyparents.

Iinstantlyfeltirritatedbutcalmedmyself

down.

Me:that'sok,isthatall?

Him:notreally,shecametoseemetoday

andtoldmetherealreasonsheleftSA.

Me:don'ttellshehasyoursecretlove

child,waitdoesshe?



Him:nobutshewaspregnantandshehad

anabortion.

Me:(sigh)wowoksohowdoyoufeelabout

it?

Him:wellIdon'tknow,am abitupsetthat

shedidtellmebutIunderstandwhyshedid

it.

Me:aslongasyou'reok.

Him:Iam,Iloveyoubaby.

Me:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Hehuggedme,Ifeltsicktomystomach

butIhavetopretend,am nothandingmy

husbandtothatwhore.

*

*

*



Narrated

*

*

*

Itsbeenacoupleofweeksandtodaywas

Stephanie'sbirthdayandeveryonegathered

attheDlaminimansiontocelebrate.

Everyonesurprisinglygotalongandno

fightshappened.Itwastimetoleave.

Thando:weshouldgetgoing,wheredidthe

birthdaygirldisappeartoanyway?

Nolwazi:Ithinkshesaidshewasfeeling

sick.

Thando:that'stoobadshedidn'teveneat

hercake,Ishouldgetthekids.

Anita:canyouhelpwithsomethingfirst.



Thando:ok

ShewalkedawaywithAnita.

MrsD:Lwazigogetthem yourself,areyou

goingtomakeherdoeverything.

Lwazi:butam stilleating.

Nolwazi:justgoandgocheckonStephanie

aswell.

Lwazimadehiswaytothekidsroom but

passedbyStephanie'sroom becausethe

doorwasopenedabitandshewascrying.

Lwaziknewthatthisisbadnewsandhe

wantedtoignoreherbuthestillcaredfor

Stephaniesohewentin.

Him:heyareyouok?

Steph:(crying)whatdoyouwant?

Him:am onmywayhomesoIwasgetting



thekids,whyareyoucrying?

Steph:asifyoucare.

Lwazi;comeonyouknowIdosotellme.

Steph:itsjustseeingyouwithyourfamily,I

kindafeltjealousandIknowthatsounds

sillybutthatshould'vebeenus.

Him:lookstephyou'reanamazinggirland

you'llmakesomeguyveryhappyoneday

butam happy.

Stephaniethrewherselfonthebedand

cried.

Him:comeonpleasestopcrying.

Shepulledhim onthebedandkissedhim

andlwazibrokethekiss.

Steph:whatdon'tyouloveme?

Him:Ido



Her:thenmakelovetome.

MeanwhileThandosawthekissandran

downstairs.

Thando:uhm canthekidsspendthenight

here?

MrsD:ofcourseyoudon'tevenhavetoask.

Thandoranoutanddrovehomelikeamad

woman,shewaslividbuthearinglwazi

sayinghelovesStephaniehurthertothe

core.

BackinStephanie'sroom lwazigotupfrom

thebed.

Him:lookstephIdoloveyoubutam notin

lovewithyou,therewasatimewhenIwas

butam notthereanymoreIlovemywife.So

IfeellikeyouandIcan'tbefriendsanymore

becauseyouclearlydon'trespectmarriage.



Her:am sorry.

Him:saveit,pleasejustgobacktowhere

youcomefrom.

Lwazistormedout.

Lwazi:where'sThando?

Nolwazi:ohshealreadyleft.

Him:andsheleftme?

TT:we'llgiveyouaride.

Lwazi:ok

Theytolwazi'shouseandtherewasasmall

fireinfrontofthehouse.

Anita:whatthehellishappening.

Lwazi:Idon'tknow.

Whentheygotclosertheynoticedthatit

waslwazi'sclothesthatwerebeingburnt

andwhentheygotinsideThandowas



trashingthehousewithabaseballbat.

Lwazi:WHATTHEHELLAREYOUDOING.

Thando:FUCKYOU,GETOUT,GOTOHER.

Anita:friendwhat'shappening?

Thando:(crying)IthoughtIcouldchange

him,helovesherAnitahelovethatwhore.

Lwazi:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Thandowentfrom sadtoangryagain,she

chargedatlwaziandswungthebathim but

TTgrabbeditbutshestillmanagedtogeta

glassandthrewitandithitlwazi'sfaceand

hestartedbleeding.

Thando:(crying)Isawyouontopofheryou

asshole

Lwazi:(holdinghisbleedingcheek),itsnot

whatyouthink.



Thando:SHUTUPYOULIAR!ithurtsevery

timeyoulietomeandam sickofit.

TT:youneedtocalm downThando,babe

takeherupstairs.

Anitadidashewastold,TTcleanedup

lwazi'sface.

TT:yooobrowhatthefuckdidyoudonow?

Lwazi:nothing

TT:thisdoesnotlooklikenothing,Imean

youknowyourwifeiscrazyashell.

Lwazi:butIreallydidn'tdoanything.
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Narrated

*

*

ItwasnowthefollowingdayandThando



feltlikeherwholeworldwasfalling

apart,hatingStephaniewastheeasypart

butThandohadtodealwiththefactthat

Lwaziisalsotoblame.Shemadea

decisiontoleaveherhomewithlwaziand

moveinwithauntbee.Aftershepackedall

herstuffandsomeofthekidsstuffand

madeherwaydownstairsandfoundlwazi

cleaningup.

Lwazi:what'supwiththebags?

Thando:am movinginwithauntbee.

Lwazi:noyou'renot.

Thando:Idon'twanttofight,Ineedsome

timeawayfrom you.

Lwazi:itsnotwhatyouthink,shepulledme

andI

Thando:Idon'tcareforthedetails



Lwazi:okbutwecanfixthiswe'refine.

Thando:nowe'renot,lookatthisplace

Lwazi,we'retoxicforeachotheryouliterally

bringouttheworstinme.

Lwazi:Idon'twanttoloseyou.

Thando:Idon'twanttoloseyoueitherbut

am angryrightnow,itstakingeverythingin

metonotgrabaknifeandkillyourightnow

ordrivetoyourparent'shouseandbeatthe

livingshitofthatlittletrampbutIdon'twant

togetarrested.WhenIgetthisangryIcan't

beheldresponsibleformyactions.

Lwazi:howlongareyougoingtostaywith

her!?

Thando:am notsureIjustknowIcan'tstay,

thekidsarecomingwithmeandbeforeyou

canarguethisisforthebestandyoucan



seethem everyday.

Lwazi:Idon'tlikethis.

Thando:noonedoesbutitsforthebest.I

loveyou.

Lwazi:lloveyoutoo.

Shewalkedoverandkissedhim andleft.

Lwaziinstantlyfeltempty,helovedhis

familymorethananythingbuthe

understoodthatThandoneededspaceand

he'swillingtogiveittoher.Meanwhile

Stephaniecouldn'tbelieveLwazirejected

her,shewasn'twillingtolethim gojustyet

shehadaplantogethim back.

*

*

*



Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

ItsbeenaweeksinceThandohasmoved

outandam absolutelymisreble,Iseethe

kidseverydaybutitsnotthesameand

khwezikeepsaskingmewhenthey're

cominghomeandam justrunningoutof

lies.IwasbusyworkingwhenIgot

disturbedbyaknock.

Me:whatisit?

Steph:don'tshootIcomeinpeace.

Me:whatdoyouwantStephanie?

Steph:geeznotevenbunnyanymore.

Me:am notinthemoodforyourshit,what



doyouwant?

Her:okokcalm down.

Me:Ilostmyfamilybecauseofyou.

Her:am sorryaboutthat,IknowwhatIdid

waswrongandam apologisingforthat,am

willingtoevenapologisetoThandoaswell.

Me:(sigh)noneedforthat,besidesshe

mightkillyou.

Her:(laughing)Iseewhyyoulovehershe's

feisty.Ibroughtfood.

Me:jaam actuallyabithungry.

Shesatacrossmeandgavememyfood

andweateinsilence.

Her:am goingbacktoLondon.

Me:oh,when.

Her:soon



Isuddenlyfeltlikeverytiredandsleepy.

Me:(yawning)that'sgoodmaybewecanbe

friendsoneday.

Her:ja

IsawherstandupandlockthedoorandI

dozedoff.

*

DoyouthinkThandoandLwaziwillfixtheir

problemsandwhatdoyouthinkStephanie

isplanning.Keepthelikesandcomments

coming,goodnight.
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Movingouthashelpedmeclearmyhead

butitsbeenhardbeingawayfrom Lwazi.I

wasinmyofficechillingwithWesandItold

him everything.

Wes:darlingthiswholeseparationishurting

you.

Me:Iknow

Wes:thengobacktohim.

Me:itsnotthateasy.

Wes:yesitis,youguysstillloveeachother

sofindawaytofixit.

Me:itsnotthateasy,besidesIhaven'theard

from him intwodaysandIbetyouhe'swith

her.

Wes:thengofindhim damnThandoyou're

givingmeabunchofexcuses.Ifyoucarry

onlikethismightaswelljustgivethatgirl



yourringandmoveon.

Me:Idon'twantthat.

Wes:thenactlikeit.

HegotupandleftmeandIdecidedtocall

TT.

Him:what'supTee?

Me:heyTTam lookingforlwazihaveyou

seenhim?

TT:noandam startingtogetworried.

Me:jahehasn'tcometoseethekidsintwo

days.

TT:andyoumisshim

Me:yesnowcanyoufindhim already.

TT:am onit,callitwhenIgetanything.

Me:ok



Idroppedthecallandwenthome.The

followingdayTTtoldthatLwaziwasinthe

hospitalandIswearIlostmymind,Ileft

auntbeewiththekidsandmademywayto

thehospital.IsawTTandwenttohughim.

Me:isheok?

TT:jahe'sinamildcoma.

Me:whathappened?

TT:am notsurebutIfoundhim inhisoffice

itseemsasthoughhewasdrugged.

Me:what,who?

TT:Idon'tknowanythingwe'regoingto

havetowaitforhim towakeup.

Ijustsatdownsodeafeted,Ican'tlose

Lwazi,Iwouldneverforgivemyself.

*



*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

MyeyesweresoheavybutIopenedthem

anywayandIsawThando,shejumpedup

whenshesawme,shewassopaleandher

eyesweresored.Iheldherhandandtried

tospeakbutmythroatwassodry,shegot

meaglassofwaterandIdrankit.

Me:(clearingmythroat)wheream I?

Thando:thehospital

TT:youweredruggedandheavily

sedated,doyouknowwhodidit?



Me:where'sStephanie?

Thandoletgoofmyhand.

TT:backinLondonapparentlynoonehas

heardfrom herinaboutamonth.

Me:waithowlonghaveIbeenhere?

TT:aboutamonth.

Me:lastthingIremembershecameto

apologiseandthenIpassedout.

Thando:sothatbitchdruggedyou?

TT:itseemsso.

Lwazi:am sorrybaby,Ishould'vehandledher.

Thando:itsok,sowhydidshedrugyou?

Me:Idon'tknow.

TT:shehasn'tmadeamoveyet.

Thando:nowam goingtokillher.



ItwasthefollowingdayandIgot

dischargedandweweredrivinghome.

Thando:Ican'tbelieveIhaven'tbeenherein

months.

Me:sodoesthismeanyou'removingback

in?

Thando:am neverlettingyougoagain.

TT:who'scaristhat?

Me:Idon'tknow

Weallgotoutandwithourguns.Whenwe

gotinsideitwascleanandsmelledlike

someoneiscooking,thenStephaniecame

downstairswearingalongdress.

Thando:waitisthatmydress?

Steph:nothinginthishousebelongsto

you,welcomehomehusband.



Me:ifyoumoveanycloserI'llshoot.

Her:noyouwon't,youlovemeremember.

Me:noIdon'tyoucrazywomanIlove

Thando,whydidyoudrugme?

Her:(laughing)waityoudon'tremember,well

thatkindahurtsmyfeelingsabit.

Me:answerthequestion.

Her:youwerebeingstubbornandIneeded

topushyouintherightdirection.

Thando:whatthefuckyousickoyouraped

him.

Her:noyouidiotIdidn'thavesexwithhim I

simplytookyoursample.

Me:youstolemysperm?

Her:notstealsillyIborrowedthem.

Me:givemeonereasonwhyIshouldn'tjust



killyou.

Her:uhm wellitcouldbebecauseam

carryingyourbaby,am givingyouwhatI

should'veyearsago.

Me:Ialreadyhavekids.

Her:butnotwithme,IrealisemumistakesI

shouldn'thaveneverhadtheabortion,we

would'vebeensohappynow.

Me:butyoudidandwe'renot,youviolated

mehowcouldyoubesocruel.

Her:(crying)am sorrybabybutIcouldn't

justloseyou,itsstillmeyourbunny.

Thando:AREYOUKIDDINGME,AM SOSICK

OFBITCHESTHINKINGTHEYCOULDJUST

FUCKWITHME.

Steph:thishasnothingtodowithyou.



Thando:uhm yesitdoesyoucreephe'smy

husband.

Ipointedmygunather.

Steph:youwon'tkillme,am carryingyour

babyrememberandIknowyou.

Thandoshothertwiceinthehead.

Thando:unfortunatelyforhershewasn't

carryingmybaby,sorryforkillingyour

unbornbaby.

Me:itsok

ShekissedmeandsteppedonStephanie's

corpseandwalkedupstairs.

Thando;ohbeadarlingandtakeoutthe

rubbish.

TTandIlookedateachotherandrolled

Stephanie'scorpseinamatandputherin



thetrunk.

TT:sohasThandokilledbefore?

Me:notthatIknowof.

TT:wellshe'sprettycalm forsomeone

who'sneverkilledbefore.

Me:Iknow

Wedrovetothewarehouseandhandledthe

restofthebody.
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TTwasdrivingmebackhomethefollowing

morning.



TT:doyoubelieveher?

Me:who?

TT:Stephanie,didyoubelievethatshewas

pregnant?

Me:Idon'tknow,shechangedfrom thegirlI

usedtoloveandIhonestlydon'tknow.

TT:ja,sowhatareyougoingtodowiththe

wife?

Me:tryandtalktoher,Idon'twantmywife

tobelikemeTT.

WearrivedandIgotout,Thandowas

makingbreakfast.

Her:coffee?

Me:yesplease.

Isatdownandshedishedupformeand

weateinsilence.



Me:areyouOK?

Her:whatdoyoumean?

Me:youkilledsomeoneincoldblood

yesterdaysoareyouok?

Her:Idon'tfeelanything.

Me:whatdoyoumean?

Her:lookwhenIwasakidmyunclemy

favouriteuncletouchedmeandItoldmy

father,mydadbeathim todeathinfrontof

meandIremembernotfeelingsadorangry

Iwasjustnumb,atnineIliedtothepolice.I

meaneventhoughhedidsomethingbadhe

wasmyfavouriteunclebutIdidn'tfeel

sad,nowhewasrelatedtomeandIdidn't

carewhatmakesyouthinkIcareaboutthat

crazygirl.

Me:butstillThandoI.



Her:shhhIloveyouokandam fine,nowI

needtogotoauntbee'ssoIcancheckon

thekids.

Shekissedmethenleft.Iwasstillweakbut

Igotsomeofmyguystocleanthefloors

andIwenttowork.

Steve:heybossmanyou'reback.

Me:ja,yougood.

Steve:Ishouldbeaskingyouthatandyou

wentawal.

Me:naham goodsowhat'shappeningwith

you?

Steve:wellIwanttopropose

Me:really,wowIneverthoughtIwouldsee

theday.

Him:thatmakesthebothofus,butDaniis



specialandIloveher.

Me:that'sgoodmanyou'refinallygrowing

up,sohaveyoutoldyourbabymamas?

Steve:notyetbutam havingthem overfor

dinner.

Me:goodluckwiththat.

Steve:thanksman.

HewalkedoutandIdrovetoThando's

restaurant.

Her:ohheybabewhyyouhere?

Me:we'regoinghome.

Her:already?

Me:yepIhaveasurpriseforyousolet's

pickupthekids.

Her:ok

Wedrovetoheraunt'shousethenIdrove



ustoournewhome.

Khwezi:mommylookatthebeach.

Thando;yesnana,wherearewegoing?

Me:we'rehere.

Ipickeduptheboysandwewalkedinside.

Thando:what'sgoingon,whyarewehere

babe?

Me:thisisournewhome.

Khwezi:reallydaddy!?

Me:yes

Aya:let'sgofindourrooms.

Theyranupstairs.

Thando:what'sreallygoingon?

Me:Icouldn'tliveinthathouseanymore,too

manybadmemories.



Thando:butthisistoomuchLwazi.

Me;nonsense,rememberyousaidyouwant

tolivenearthebeachonedaycausethe

oceancalmsyoudown!?

Thando:jabutinthefuture,doyoueven

listentome.

Me:always

Her:Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoumore.

Her:tohellandback.

Me:tohellandback.

*

*

*

Dani'sPOV



*

*

ThingsbetweenSteveandIhavebeen

amazing,thekidsmovedbackinwithus

andtheyloveeachother.Butnowhetold

methatitstimetomeethisbabymamas

andam notpleasedbutIguessIhaveto

playballinordertokeepthepeace.Iwas

sittingonthecouchwhileStevewasbusy

settingthetable,thefirstbabymama

showedupandhonestlyshewasreallynice.

Steve:DanimeetJunior'smom Gabby.

Her:hyDaniitsnicetofinallymeetyou,I've

beentryingtoseethegirlthattamedStevie

overhere.

Me:same

Stevecontinuedfussinginthekitchen.



Me:whyishesonervous,youseem sonice.

Gabby:itsnotmehe'sworriedaboutits

Katherine.

Me:Katherine?

Gabby:yep,nowthatbitchisstillinlovewith

him.

Me:why?

Gabby:wellinhighschoolshehadahuge

crushonStevewhileIwasdatinghim,but

hewassuchaplayer.Ifellinpregnantwith

juniorwhenIwas16littledidIknowshe

wasalsopregnantwithSasha,whenIfound

outIbrokeupwithhim andhegotanother

girlpregnantbutshemysteriouslydiedin

anaccidentrumorisKatherinedidit.She

stayedwithSteveandhadElizabethbut

Stevebrokeupwithherbutshechasesany



girlthatmightbeseriouswithhim.

Me:wowthat'sinsane.

Gabby:tellmeaboutit,lucklyformeImoved

onandgotmarried.

Steve:whatliesisshefeedingyou?

Gabby:noliesjustwishingherluck.

Wesatdownandateuntilwegotdisturbed

byaknock,Idon'tknowwhybutIfeltso

nervous.

Her:alreadyeatingbeforemeIsee.

Steve:chilloutKatjustsit.

Her:youmustbehisnewflameIsuppose,I

seeyougotyourselfpregnant.

Gabby:hernameisDani.

Kat:Idon'trememberaskingyoubigmouth.

Gabby:stillrudeaseverIsee.



Kat:stillannoyingasever.

Steve:ladiescalm down.

TheycontinuedarguingwhileIsatthere

andlookedatmyfuture,Igotso

overwhelmedandwenttothebathroom.

SteveknockedonthedoorandIopenedit.

Steve:whyarelockedinhere?

Me:Ican'tdothisStevethisiscrazy,Idon't

wantKatherinetokillmeorallthatdramaI

justcan't.

Istartedcryingandhekneltdownand

huggedme.

Steve:heyam sorryaboutthem Iknowthey

canbeabitintimidatingbutIloveyou.

Hestartedlaughing.

Him:doyouknowthatIwantedtopropose



tonight.

Me:what

Him:really(hegotoutaring)willyoumarry

me.?

Me:ofcourseyes,I'llmarryyou.

HepickedmeupandkissedmethenI

startedlaughing.

Him:what?

Me:ourromancestartedinthebathroom

andnowwegotengagedinthebathroom.

Him:(laughing)that'satruetestimatetoour

crazylove,justaslongaswealwayshave

eachothersbacks.

Me:always.

[07/15,19:26]R:Insert75

Steve'sPOV



*

*

*

IheldDani'stremblinghandandwewalked

backintothediningroom andwesat

down,shesqueezedmyhandandIjust

kissedhers.

Kat:whattookyouguyssolong?

Gabby:uhm thisistheirhouseIdon'tthink

theyneedtoexplainthemselvestoyou.

Kat:ohmyGoddoyouevershutupcause

am nottalkingtoyou.

Gabby:wellam talkingtoyou

Me:okenoughwe'renotinhighschool

anymorelet'sactgrown.Iinvitedyouboth

overbecauseIwantedyouguystomeet



Dani.

Kat:wellwemethersocanIleavenow.

Me:dowhateveryouwantKatherineIjust

wantedtoletyouknowthatDaniandare

goingtobetogetherforalongtime

becauseIproposed.

Kat:WHAT!

Gabby:ohmyGodreally,when?

Dani:likefiveminutesago.

Gabby:whileyouwereinthebathroom?

Dani:yes

Kat:thatmakesalotofsensecausethisis

aloadofshit,Steveyoucan'tdothiswhat

willthegirlssay?

Me:Ialreadytoldallthekidsandtheylove

Dani.



Kat:butshehastwokidsthatarenotyours.

Me:andIlovethem likemyown.

Kat:(crying)butIwaitedforyou.

Me:Ineveraskedyouto.

Kat:(crying)Istillwaited,afterallthecrap

youputmethroughStevenyouwantmeto

watchyoumarrysomeoneelse.

Me:youdon'thaveto,InevertoldyouthatI

wantarelationshipwithyou.

Kat:becauseyouwerestillimmature,I

waitedforyou.

Me:andam oldernowKatherineandIlove

DaniandIwantalifewithher.

Kat:no

Me:yes

Sheranoutintears.



Gabby:dramaqueen,wellam stillhappyfor

youguys.

Me:thanksGab.

Gabby:jaIshouldgetgoing.

SheleftandIcleanedupandjoinedDaniin

bedandcuddled.

Me:thatwasalot

Dani:phewIknowdoyouthinkKatherine

willbeok?

Me:jashe'sjustshockedbutshe'llbeok

eventually.

JustthenmyphonerangandIpickeditup.

Me:hello

Lizzy:(crying)daddythere'salotofbloodI

don'tknowwhattodo.

Me;waitcalm downwhat'shappening?



Her:(crying)mom triedtokillherself,andI

don'tknowwhattodo.

Me:OKcalltheambulanceI'llmeetyouat

thehospital.

Her:ok

Igotupandgotdressed.

Dani:iseverythingok?

Me:noKatherinetriedtokillherself

Dani:what,doyouwantmetocomewith

you?

Me:nobabythat'sokstayherewiththe

kids.

Dani:OK

Ikissedherandleft.IknowKatherinecan

actabitcrazybutthisistoofar.

*



*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

We'vecompletelymovedinandThando

wantedtohaveahousewarmingdinnerso

everyoneishere.Weallsatdownandate.

Nolwazi:soisDanicoming?

Me:Idon'tthinksocauseitsshortnotice

andhe'sprobablyproposingaswespeak.

Thando:ohmyGodreally?

Me:yep

Lwando:finally,lordknowsheneededto

growupatsomepoint.



Me:jaIknow.

Ilana:Ihopehedoesn'thurtherbecause

she'sfragile.

Thando;jashe'shadsuchayearam happy

forher.

Mom;ohmyGoddidyouseethis?

Us:what?

Mom;Stephanie'sbodywasfoundatthe

bottom ofacliffburntinhercar.

Nolwazi:ohmyGodwhathappened?

Mom:apparentlyitwasahighjackinggone

wrong.

Nolwazi:howcanpeoplebethatevil.

Mom:(crying)Ishouldn'thaveletherleave,I

justthoughtshewentbacktoLondon.

Me;comeonmayoucan'tblameyourself.



Mom;herparentsmustbedevastated.

Thando;jaIdidn'tknowherbutthisisso

tragicIhopetheyfindthetruth.

TT:jalet'shopetheydo.

*

AlittlesnackuntilIfeelabitbetter.Ilove

youall.

[07/15,19:26]R:Insert76
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IarrivedatthehospitalandLizzywas



shakinglikealeaf,whenshesawmeshe

attackedmewithahugcryinghysterically.

Me:calm downbaba,where'sSasha?

Lizzy;Idon'tknowdaddy

Elizabethcouldneverlietomesoshewas

lookingdownthewholetime.

Me:Elizabethtellmethetruth.

Her:IswearIdon'tknowItextedherbutshe

didn'trespond.

Me:okwhere'syourmother.

Her:thedoctorsaidshe'sstable,daddyam

scared.

Me:itsokshe'llbefine.

Anurseapproachedusafterafewhours.

Nurse:she'sawakesoyoucanseehernow.

Me:ok



WewalkedinandLizzyattackedKatherine

withahug.

Lizzy:mom am sogladyou'reokplease

don'tdothatagain.

Kat:Ipromiseowon't.

Me:Lizzybabycanyougoandgetmesome

coffee,youcangetyourselfsome

chocolate.

Lizzy:dadam 13Idon'twantchocolate.

Me:okwhatdoyouwant?

Lizzy:data

Me:mxm finejustgo.

Lizzy:okdaddy

Igavehersomemoneyandshewalked

out,KatherinelookedexcitedbutIwas

beyondangry.



Kat:am sogladyou'rehere.

Me:whatwereyouthinking?

Kat:Ididn'tmeanitIjustcan'tlivewithout

youStevie,Iloveyoutoomuch.

Me:youscaredElizabeth,whatkindof

motherareyou,youdamagedourlittlegirl.

Kat:(crying)am sorrybutnowyouseewhat

youdotome,Irefusetolivewithoutyou.

Me:areyoucrazyKatherine.

Her:IloveyouandI'lldoanythingtogetyou

back.

Me:STOP,GROW THEFUCKUPIDON'T

WANTTOBEWITHYOU.

Sasha:wowwhatafamily.

Me:Sashawherehaveyoubeen?

Sasha:ohpleasedon'tpretendlikeyoucare



aboutus,where'syourpreciousDani?

Me;Idon'tanswertoyoulittlegirlnowI

askedyouaclearquestion.

Sasha:Iwasout.

Me:withboys?

Sasha:doesitevenmatter?

Kat:don'tupsetyourfather.

Sasha:whatabouthim upsettingyou

huh,lookatyoumom thisishisfault,he

nevercaredaboutyou.

Kat:that'snottrueyourdadlovesmehe

won'tbehereifhedidn't.

Sasha:he'sonlyherebecauseofyourlittle

stuntyouidiothedoesn'tloveyou.

Me:watchyourmouth

Sasha:orWHAT!



Me:DON'TTESTMEYOUNGLADY!,

Lizzy:(crying)stopfighting,allofyouplease

stop.

Sasha:we'renotfightingsweetie,

Me:jasostopcryingplease.

ItalwaysbreaksmyheartwhenElizabeth

cries,she'sthemostobedientchildsoI

don'tlikeseeingherupset.Sashahugged

her.

Kat:Ilikethis,myfamilybacktogether.

Me:don'tgetanyideasam stillmarrying

Dani.

Lizzy:ohmygodreally?

Me:yes

Sasha:andthat'swhyyoutriedtokill

yourself,wowwhenareyouplanningon



growingupmother?

ShestormedoutandElizabethfollowedher.

Me:seewhatyoudid!

Kat:thisisyourfault.

Thedoctorcameinholdingfiles.

Doc:OKmisseverythingseemsfine.

Kat:socanIgohomenow?

Doc:nowe'llneedyoutostayfor72hours

foramentalevaluation.

Kat:that'srubbish.

Me:notreallyyoutriedtokillyourself

remember.

ThedoctorwalkedoutandIfollowed.The

girlsweresittinginthewaitingarea.

Me:youguysarecomingtostaywithme.



Sasha:likehell.

Me:lookyoubothminorsandyourmother

willstayhereforafewdayssolet'sgo.

Sasha:butam 16Icantakecareofus.

Me:Ihighlydoubtthat,youleftyoursister

aloneforGodknowswhatsoIdon'ttrust

you.

Iwalkedawayandtheyfollowed,Idroveto

Kat'splacesotheycangetsomeclothes

andthenIdrovehome.Daniwassittingon

thecouch.

Dani:ohmygodyou'reback,ohheygirls.

Sasha:ohmyGodyou'resoswollen,ama

findmyroom .

ShewalkedawayandLizzyhuggedDani

thenfollowedhersister.



Me:Ithoughtyouweresleeping,they'llbe

stayingwithusforacoupleofdaysIhope

that'sok.

Dani:ofcoursebaby,iskatok?

Me:urgIdon'twanttotalkaboutthat

one,nowletsgobacktobed.

Dani:itsalreadymorning.

Me:damn

Dani:itsfineI'llmakeyouguysbreakfast,go

takealongshower.

Me:whatdidIdotodeserveyou?

Dani:yousavedmefrom aloser.

Me:Iloveyou

Dani:loveyoumore.

*

*



*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Tosaythingsareperfectwouldbeabit

cruelbuttheyare.Iwokeupthismorning

andjoggedonthebeachthenmade

breakfastformyfamilythenwenttowork.

Wes:youareglowinggirl.

Me:Iknow

Wes:couldthisbeaboutthehousewarming

Iwasn'tinvitedtoo.

Hefrowned.

Me:ohmyGodfriendItotallyforgot.

Wes:youforgotme,ouch.



Me:nodon'tbesillyitwasjustsolast

minuteandIonlyinvitedfamily,canImake

ituptoyou?

Wes:youcantrybutIdoubtit.

Me:wellIsawthisnewGuccibagandIdon't

knowwhoIshouldbuyitfor.

Wes:saynomoreyou'reforgiven,nowlet's

go.

Me:it'searly

Wes:andyou'rethebosssolet'sgo

Wewalkedoutandwentshopping,youcan

imaginehowfunthatcanbe,Iwalkedtothe

tillwitheverythingandgavethegirlmycard.

Girl:am sorrymam itsdeclined

Me:what,nowayIjustputmoneyinthattry

again.



Girl:it'sdecliningagain.

Me:trythisone

Girl:sorrymam they'realldeclining.

Me:whatthehell

Wes:itsokfriendmaybenexttime.

Weleftalltheclothesandwentbacktothe

restaurant,whatthehellisgoingon.

[07/15,19:26]R:Insert77
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*

*
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Idrovehomeafteralongday,suppliers

werecomplainingabouttheirmoneyandI

honestlyhadnoanswers.WhenIgothome

ma-rosewascooking.



Me:yoothankyouforcookingcauseam too

stressedtodoit.

Ma-rose:itsfine,Idon'tminddoingit.

ShecontinuedcookingwhileIdrankwine

straightfrom thebottleuntilma-rose

grabbeditfrom me.

Ma-rose:youarenotananimal,getaglass.

Me:sorryma

Igotupandpouredmyselfaglass.

Ma-rose:uhm thando.

Me:yesma

Her:whenIwaspickingupthekidstheir

teachersaidsomethingaboutnotbeing

paid.

Me:(sigh)Idon'tknowwhat'shappeningma

becauseallmycardsseem tonotbe



working,I'llgotothebanktomorrow.

Her:ok

Me:jaIneedanap

Her:whataboutdinner?

Me:am toostressed.

Iwalkedupstairsandtookalongshower

andslept,whenIwokeupitwasdark

outsideandlwaziwasnotbackyetsoI

calledhim andheanswered.

Me:whereareyou?

Him:atmyparentsyoushouldcomeover.

Me:ok

IgotdressedanddrovetotheDlaminis

everyoneseemedtense.

Me:what'sgoingon?

MrD:weareunderattack.



Me:whatdoyoumean?

TT:haveyounoticedthatyoucan'tuseyour

cards?

Me;yestoday

MrD;wellallofourassetsarefrozen.

Me:what,why?

MrD:myoldenemyAlbertblack.

TT:he'sworkingwiththeRichardsto

destroyus.

Me:waitStephanie'sfamily?

MrD:yesforsomereasontheythinkwe

hadsomethingtodowithherdeathand

nowwe'reunderinvestigation.

Lwando:butmycompanyhasnothingtodo

withyourempire.

Me:jaandmyrestaurant?



MrD:itdoesn'tmattertheyareattacking

everyoneinthisfamily.

Nolwazi:thisissounfair.

MrD:youthreefollowme.

Lwazi,TTandIfollowed.Hepouredhimself

somewhiskeyanddrankit.

MrD:nowoneofyoutellmewhatthefuck

isgoingonhere,Richardwouldn'tjust

attackus,me,heknowsbetter.

Lwazi:Idon'tknow

MrDlaminislappedhim beforehecould

finish.

MrD:ifyou'rethinkingaboutlyingtome

don'tdoitboy,Thomas?

Helookeddownandhealsogotbeaten,he

continuedhittingthem whileIwasjust



standingthere,theyweren'tevenfighting

backwhichwasconfusingbecausethey

could'vetakenhim.

Me:ITWASME,STOP!

Hestoppedandlookedatme,hewalked

closer,hiseyesweresocoldandempty.

MrD:whatdidyousay?

Lwazi:don'tsayanythingThando.

Me:Ishother,IkilledStephanie.

Hewalkedtohischairandsatdown.

MrD:sit,allofyou.

Weallsatdown.

MrD:weneedtocleanupyourmess.

TT:yesgeneral.

MrD:shutup,sincewhendoyourunmy

businesswithoutmypermission,Istarted



allofthiswithonekiloofcocaineandyou

ruinitallbecauseofwhat,somegirl.

Lwazi:sorrySir.

MrD:shutup,Imustarrangeameetingwith

Richards,Blackistoostubborntonegotiate

with,TTmakeithappen.

TT:yesSir.

MrD;nowGETOUT.

Wegotoutwhileguyswerelimpingout,we

leftlwazi'scarandIdroveushome.

Me:am sorry

Lwazi:whydidyoutellhim?

Me:hewaskillingyouguys,besidesthisis

mymess.

Heheldmyhand.

Lwazi:thisisourmess,Blackhasbeen



tryingtogetridofussohejustused

Stephanie'sfatherbecausehe'semotional.

Me:butstill.

Lwazi:stop,we'llfixthisasafamily,westill

havesomemoneyinsomeoffshore

accountswecannevergobroke.

Me:butyoucan'ttouchthatmoneynotright

nowanywaynotwiththem huntingus.

Lwazi:you'rerightbutIstillhave20million

buriedintheoldhouse.

Me:20million,whatelsedon'tIknow?

Him:alotbutyouwillknowmoreintime.

Me:wow

*

*

*



Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

AfteralongdayatworkIcamebackand

cookeddinnerwhileElizabethhelped

SthembisoJrwithhomeworkandSammy

wasalreadysleeping.

Me:Lizzywhere'syoursister?

Liz:probablywithherboyfriend.

Me:butitsgettinglateandyouknowyour

fatherwon'tlikethat.

Liz:Iknowbutshe'sstubbornandmom let's

herdowhatevershelikes.

Me:(sigh)okbabiesdinnerisready.

Sthe:yohhayimaam amannowyoucan't



callmeababy.

Welaughedathim andate.

Me:you'retenlittleman.

Sthe:butam stillaman.

Liz:whateverlittlebro.

Me:wellyou'llalwaysbemybaby.

JustthenStevewalkedin.

Steve:heyfamily

Sthe:yohpopstellthem am aman.

Steve:ofcourselittleman.

Wealllaughedathim.

Sthe:butIhaveagirlfriend.

Me:youhaveawhat?

Him:nothing

Me:youbetter,ifanygirlscomehere



pregnantIwillkillyou.

Steve:nodanirelax,besidesIhadmyfirst

kid15.

Me:and,Idon'twanthim todothat.

Steve:am kiddingdon'tgivebirthwhilewe're

eating.

TheyalllaughedatmeandIfrowned.Steve

cameoverandkissedme.

Kids:gross

Me:mxm whatever

Steve:waitwhere'sSasha?

Wealllookedateachother.

Me:shedidn'tcomebackfrom school.

Steve:damit

Hegotupandstormedout,theykids

washedthedishesandwenttobed.Iwaited



forSteveandtheyarrivedataboutmidnight.

Sasha:stopyou'rehurtingme.

Steve:shutup,youaregroundedgiveme

yourphone.

Sasha:butIneedtotextkam.

Steve:you'renotallowedtoseethatboy

again.

Sasha:butmom saidam allowedtodate

him.

Steve:doyouseeyourmotherhere,that

boyis20.

Sasha:butwe'reinlove.

Steve:enough,whileyoustilllivehereyou

willfollowmyrules.Youcomehome

straightfrom schoolandnomoreinternet.

Sasha:wellIdon'twanttolivewithyou



anyway.

Steve:toughshitnogotobed.

Sasha:whateverstaywithyourcow.

Shestormedupstairs.

Steve:am sorryaboutthat.

Me:itsfineshe'sateenagershe'llgrowout

ofit.

Steve;Ihighlydoubtit,nowlet'sgotosleep.

I'veneverseenStevethisstressed,thiswill

bealongweek.

[07/15,19:26]R:Insert78
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IwassoexhaustedbutIwaswokenupby

thesmellofbreakfast,Iworemysleepers

andmademywaydownstairs,Steveand

juniorwereeatingwhileLizzywascooking.

Me:babygirlyoushouldn'tbedoingthat

especiallybeforegoingtoschool.

Lizzy:Idon'tmindandyoumustbetiredso

sitwhileIdishupforyou.

Me:ncoooowthankssweetie.

Sammy:mommythesepancakesare

yummy.

Me:Iknowright,juniorbreathboyoryou'll

choke.

Wealllaughedathim whileeating,Sasha

camedownstairsmoodyashell.

Sasha:damnyou'reforcingmylittlesister

tocookfory'allalready.



Lizzy:nooneisforcingme.

Sasha:ohshutElizabethyoulittlegoodytwo

shoes.

Steve:enoughgivemeyourphone.

Sasha:youcan'tbeserious.

Steve:Iam nowgive.

Shegaveittohim whilesulking.

Sasha:aren'tyougoingtotalktoyourman?

Iignoredherandcontinuedeating.

Sasha:ohgodIhateithere.

Shegotuptoleave.

Steve:_WHEREAREYOU GOING?

Sasha:SCHOOLDUH!

Me:youguysshouldalsogetgoing.

Kids:ok



Steve:I'lltakethem aren'tyouworking?

Me:naham stayingin.

Hekissedmethenleft,Itooka

shower,cleanedupandslept.Iwaswoken

upbymyphone.

Me:hello

Thando:heygirlyouhome?

Me:jawhat'sup?

Her:canIcomeover.

Me:ofcourse.

Her:coolam onmywayneedanything?

Me:hotwings.

Her:gotit.

ThandoandIhavehadourfairshareof

troublesinthepastbutnowwe'recool.I

gotupandmademyselfasnack.Thando



showedupinawhileandwejusthung

out,about30minuteslaterSashacamein.

Me:aren'tyousupposetobeinschool?

Sasha:Idon'tanswertoyou,you'renotmy

motherremember.

Thando:answerthequestion.

Sasha:whyareyoueventalkingtome.

Thandojumpedupandgrabbedhershirt

andforthefirsttimeIsawSashascared.

Thando:I'llbeatyouuplittlegirlyouhear?

Sashajustnodded.

Me:lethergo.

ShedidandSasharanupstairs.

Thando:whydoyoulethertalktoyoulike

that?

Me:(sigh)Ijustcan'tbebotheredwiththe



backandforth,besidesKatherineshouldbe

backtomorrow.

Thando:youshouldletherstaywithmefor

aday.

Me:(laughing)uhm nowayshe'dbedead.

Thando:you'reright,butyoushould

communicatewithhermaybeshefeelslike

youdon'tcarecauseyoudon'tsayanything.

Me:I'llthinkaboutit.

AfterThandoleftImadedinnerand

everyoneexceptSashaate,aftersupperI

wenttobedwhilestevewastalkingto

Sasha.

Steve:thatgirlwillbethedeathofmeI

promise.

Me:wellshe'sgoingbacktohermom's

tomorrow.



Steve:aboutthat.

Me:what?

Steve:wellIwentbythedoctorsofficeand

hesaidKatherineisnotdoinggood,she's

delusionalsotheywanttokeepherfor

about6months.

Me:6months,damnIdon'tthinkIcantake

anymoredisrespect,thebabywillbehere

alreadyandIneedtorest.

Steve:Iknowbabyam sorry.

Me:don'tgetmewrongIloveElizabethbut

theotheroneIcan'ttakethatattitude.

Steve:I'lltalktoher,we'llbefine.

Me:(sigh)let'shope.

IcuddledSteveandslept.

*



*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Itsbeendifficulttryingtonegotiatewith

RichardsandMrBlackhastakenoverour

territorybecausewecurrentlycan'tsell

causewe'restillunderscrutiny.Wewereall

inmyfather'soffice.

Dad:damnitIknewthatmanwasstubborn

butthisisridiculous.Youknowwhattwo

bulletsshouldsolvethis.

Me:wecan'tdothat.

Thando:jabulletsarethereasonwe'rehere



inthefirstplace.

Dad:wellwhatdoyousuggest?

Thando;theonlypersonheseemstotrust

rightisBlacksoweneedtofindawayof

breakingthem up.

Dad:IlikewhereyourheadisMakotibut

how.

Thando:that'swheream stuckifonlywe

canpinStephanie'sdeathonBlack.

Me:how?

Thando:don'tknow

TT:Imighthaveaplan.

Hewalkedoutandcamebackwithhis

laptop.

TT:rememberwhenStephaniedruggedyou?

Me:howcanIforget.



TT:wellguesswhereshegotthedrugs.

Dad:justgettoit.

TT:Black,hegaveherthedrugslookIhave

picturesofthem meetingup.

Thando:sowecanconvinceStephanie's

dadthatshewasworkingforBlackto

betrayyou.

Me:butshechangedhermindlasminute

andBlackkilledhertotieuplooseends.

Dad:thatmightwork.

TT:andIcancreatesomefakeevidence.

DadcalledStephanie'sdadandhefinally

agreedtocome.Wewaitedforhim andhe

showedupwithsecurity.

Dad:am gladyoufinallyagreedtocome

Richards.



Him:whatdoyouwantDlamini,causethe

investigationisperfectlylegal.

Isawdadclenchhisjawbuthecalmed

himselfdownandpouredRichardswhiskey.

Dad:thisisnotaboutthat.

Him:thisisnotpoisonedright

Dad:comeonWilliam youknowifIwanted

youdeadIwouldhavedoneitalready

especiallybecauseyou'reworkingwithmy

enemy.

Him:Iknewthiswassomebullshit.

Hegotuptoleave.

Dad;sit!Thisisaboutyourdaughter,Iknow

whokilledher.

Him:jaoneofyou

Dad:wrong,yournewbestfrienddidit.



Him:Black,noyou'relyingwhywouldhedo

that?

Dad:tieuplooseends.

Lwazi:MrRichardsyouknowIlovedyour

daughterandIwould'vedoneanythingfor

her,beforeshediedshetoldmethatBlack

hiredhertokillmebecausewellam dealing

onhisterritory,shediddrugmebutcouldn't

gothroughwithitbecauseshestillloved

me.

TT:Blackmust'vebeenveryangryandkilled

herandnowisusingyoutocompletehis

mission.Justlookattheevidence.

Me:(fakecrying)eventhoughImovedonI

stilllovedStephanieandIwouldneverhurt

her,shetoldmeabouttheabortionandit

stillhurtsbutIunderstandwhyshehadto

doit.



Helookedthroughalltheevidence.

Him:thatbastard.

Hestormedout.

TT:let'shopethatworks.

Dad:itdid,William isaverysmartmanbut

isveryemotionalsoitworked.

Wewenthomeandacoupleofdayslater

weheardthatMrRichardskilledMrBlack

andhe'sontherun.

*

OldenemiesneverdieandtheBlackswill

riseagain,whatdoyouthinkDanishoulddo

aboutSasha?.Keepthoselikesand

commentscoming.
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*

*
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Havingthekidsherehasbeendifficultbut

Danihasbeenhandlingeverythinggreat.I

gotacallfrom Sasha'sprincipaltoday

sayingshe'ssuspendedforsellingdrugsin

schoolandam beyondangry.Ididn'teven

havedinnerwiththefamilybecauseImight

losemycool,Iwokeupat2inthemorning

andImademyselfasnackandwatchedTV.

IheardamotorcycleandthenSashatip

toeingherwayinside,shegotafrightwhen

shesawme.

Sasha:daddy,you'reawake.

Iignoredherandwatchedtelevision.

Sasha:okIgetityou'reangrysogoahead



andyell.

Iremainedsilent.

Sasha:dad,sowhatyou'regivingmethe

silenttreatmentnow,Iwon'tbreakupwith

Kam weloveeachother.

Istillignoredher.

Sasha:okdadsaysomething.

Me:am donewithyou.

Igotupandlefther.Trustmethatwasthe

mostpainfulthingI'veeverdonebutIdon't

knowwhattodoanymore.IsnuggledDani.

Dani:heyyouok?

Me:shhhhgobacktosleep.

Isleptlikeababyandwokeupthenextday

andmademywaydownstairsandeveryone

washavingintheirPJsexceptforSasha.I



joinedthem andweate,Sashacame

downstairswearingareallyshortdressbut

IrefusedtosayanythingIjustfocusedon

mypaper.

Sasha:uhm daddyam goingoutwithsome

friendsbutI'llcomebacksoon.

Iignoredherandsheleft.

Dani:whatwasthatabout?

Me:shewantstobeanadultsobadam

lettingher.

Dani:doyouthinkthat'swise?

Me:Idon'tknowbabyIjustknowam atmy

limitandweneedtorelaxImeanthebaby

willbeheresoon,doyouhaveanynames

yet?

Hwefacelitupandshecontinuedtalking

andthekidswerealsogivingtheir



suggestionsbutIcouldn'tpayattention,am

wonderingwhatididthatwassobadthat

mybabyfeelstheneedtorebelsomuch.

LateronIwaswatchingTVandSteveJr

broughtSashahome.

Jr:shegotinafight.

Sasha:noIdidn't,thatbitchstartedit.

Jr:whatever,dadjusttakecareofher.

Me:jathankxboy,sayhytoyourmom for

me.

Jr:okbye.

Sasha:areyouangry.

Iignoredherandsatdown.

Sasha:stillsilentIsee,whydoyouhateme

somuch?

Me:Idon'thateyoubabygirlbutyouseem



tohateyourself,I'vedoneeverythinginmy

powertryingtobeagoodfatherbutIgive

up,youwinSashayoucandowhatyouwant

Idon'tcareanymore.

Iwalkedupstairsandwentstraighttobed.

*

*

*

Dani'sPOV

*

*

*

HavingSashaherehasbeenabithardbut

am barelykeepingittogetherforSteve's

sakebecauseitskillinghim.Wehaven't

evenplannedanythingforourwedding



becausewe'vebeenbusy,Thandoinvited

metocomeoverherrestauranttodayso

am gettingready,whenIwentdownstairs

SashawaswatchingTV.

Me:whyaren'tyouinschool?

Sasha:whatyourbabydaddydidn'ttell

you,I'vebeensuspended.

Me:why?

Sasha:hereallydidn'tsayanythingwell

that'scoolbecauseheain'tspeakingtome

either,butyouguysaresupposetobe

gettingmarriedsoonandIheard

communicationisveryimportantina

marriage.Iwouldn'tknowthoughbecause

myparentsnevergotmarriedinsteadI

watchedmydadjumpingfrom whoreto

whorewhilemymotherwastoobusy

obsessingoverhim tocareaboutus,butI



guessyou'retheluckywhore.

ThatpissedmeoffbutIremainedcalm

insteadIsatdownnexttoher.

Me:sothat'swhyyouhateme,becauseyour

dadismarryingme?

Sasha:yes,no,Imeanwhydoesthatthingin

yourstomachdeserveahappyfamilywhile

wegotashittydeal.

Me:Igetit,funnyenoughyouandIare

similarmorethanyouthink.

Sasha:nowe'renot.

Me:yesweareactually,mymotherwasa

depressedalcoholicwhilemydadwastoo

busyfuckingourneighbour,mymom found

shekilledherselfandmydadmarriedthe

neighbour.

Sasha:shitthat'sruff.



Me:jaandshewashorribletomesowhenI

turned18Imarriedthefirstguythatlooked

atmebuthetreatedmelikeshitbecause

hewasrunningfrom hisowndemonsbut

hedidonethingrighthegavememykids

ohandIalmostgotmarriedtoanothergay

guycauseIdidn'tvaluemyselfthenImet

yourdadSasha,surehe'sflawedbuthe

loveshiskids.

Sasha:wellhedoesn'tshowit,growingup

hethrewmoneyourwayandactually

thoughtthatwouldbeenough,allI'veever

wantedwashislovesoIactoutcause

that'stheonlytimehegivesmeattention,

that'spatheticright?

Me:notatallyoujustwantyourdaddyto

loveyouandthat'sok.

Shecriedinmyarms.



Sasha:Idon'tevenloveKam Imeanhe'sa

loserbuthemakesdadangryandI.

Me:noneedtoexplainIgetit.

Sasha:youreallydo,Daniam sosorryfor

beingsuchadick.

Me:it'sfine.

Sasha:Iseewhymydadlovesyousomuch

you'rekind.

Me:okenoughwiththecomplimentsyou're

startingtoscareme.

Sasha:jadon'ttellanyoneam nice.

Me:Iwouldn'tdare,heywanttocomewith

meam meetingThandoforlunch.

Sasha:nowayshe'sscary.

Me:IusedtothinkthatwaytoobutIswear

she'snicewhenyoudon'tdisrespecther.



Wedrovetoherrestaurantanditseemed

closedbutwewentinsideanyway.

People:SURPRISE!

Me:ohmyGod!

Thando:don'tgivebirth,welcometoyour

babyshower.

Me:Iforgotaboutthat.

Thando:lucklyforyousuperauntyishere

fortherescue.

Me:thankstee

Thando:don'tmentionitbabecomeand

enjoyyourparty.

Wehadsomuchfun,am sogladam stuck

withthiscrazyfamily.
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ItwasnowthedayofDaniandSteve's

engagementpartyandeveryonewas

enjoyingthemselves,SashaandStevearea

bitbettersinceSashabrokeupwithKam

andshestayshomemoreoften.Kam has

beenharassingSashasincetheirbreakup

butshehasn'ttoldanyoneyet.Katherineis

stillinthelonneybinbuthasinvitedavery

specialguestinalastditchefforttotryand

stopDaniandSteve'swedding.

Dani:EveryonemayIgetyourattention

please.

Wes:you'renotinlabourareyou?

Dani:nosilly,Ijustwanttothankeveryone



forcomingtonight,Ineverthoughtafterthe

luckI'vehadinthepastIwouldbestanding

heretodayninemonthspregnant,engaged

andhonestlyinlove.SteveIjustwanttosay

thankyou,you'vebeenanamazingpartner

andIcan'twaittomarryyouandexpand

ourlittlefamily,Iloveyou.

Steve:Iloveyoutoobabe,okIguessitsmy

turn,growingupIneverimaginedmyself

here,Iwaslivingmylifecarelesslyuntilyou

enteredit.IloveyouDanielleandam ready

tomakeyoumineforever.

Woman:whatyoureallyweren'tgoingto

inviteyourmommy?

Everyoneturnedandlookedather.

Steve:mom!

Her:yesbabyboymommyisback.



SteveranoutandDanifollowedhim.

Dani:babyyouknowIcan'trunorelseama

havethisbaby.

Steve:am sorrybabesitsjustam shocked.

Dani:ok

Steve:whatthefuckdoesshewant?

Dani:Idon'tknowbabebutcanweplease

gobackinsideandenjoyournightImean

itscoldhere.

Steve:OKlet'sgo

Theygotbackinsideandeveryonelooked

atthem.

Steve:sorryforthespeedbumpbutlet's

continuewiththefestivities.

DaniandStevesatdownandeveryone

mindedtheirownbusiness.Steve'smother



wenttotheirtable.

Her:Steviecanwetalk?

Steve:no,asyoucanseeam verybusyso

goaway.

Her:Stevenisthathowyouspeaktoyour

mother?

Steve:YOU'RENOTMYMOTHER!

Everyonewentsilentagain.

MrsD:Annathisisnotthetimeorplace

pleaseleave.

Anna:thishasnothingtodowithyou

Nontombisopleasegoaway.

Steve:noyoumustgoaway,whoeven

invitedyou?

Anna:thispoorwomancalledmeandtold

mehersadstory,howcanyoumarry



someoneelsewhensheisthemotherof

yourkids?

Sasha:thishasmom writtenalloverit.

Anna:hyyoumustbeoneofmy

grandchildren.

Steve:youdon'thavegrandchildrencause

you'renotamothernowleave.

Anna:mysonyou'remakingamistakeI

meanthatwomanlovesyouhowcanyou

marrythisoverher?

Steve:youdon'tknowwhatyou'retalking

aboutsoIsuggestyougobackwhereyou

camefrom.

Anna:IknowImademistakesbutam still

yourmothersoyouwillrespectme.

Steve:Iwon'tdoshit



Dani:pleasecalm downbaby.

StevesatdownandrubbedDani'stummy

andannaeventuallyleft.Kam camein

holdingagun.

Kam:SASHA!

Sasha:kam whatareyoudoinghereItold

youwe'redone.

Kam:bitchwe'redonewhenIsaysonow

let'sgo.

Lwazi:littleboyyoumustbelost.

Kam:ta-lwaziam sorryIdidn'tknowthis

wasyourfamilyam sorry.

Lwazi:Voetsek!

Sasha:anddon'tcomeback.

Kam:jawhateveryou'reawashedupused

upbitchanyway.



Stevejumpedfrom hischairandattacked

kam,hestartedbeatingthecrapoutofhim.

Dani:STEVESTOPYOU'LLKILLHIM.

Stevejustcontinuedbeatinghim andkam's

facewasunrecognizable,itwasjustblood.

Dani:OUCH!,MYWATER,THEBABYSTEVE.

StevestoopedandeveryonerantoDani,

whilekam waslayingonthefloorinapool

ofhisownbloodhefeltashamedsohe

reachedforhisgunandtriedtofireditinan

attempttoshootafranticSteve.TTtook

thegunawayfrom him andkickedhisteeth

in.

Thando:someonegetthecars.

EveryonewassobusywithDani,Steveand

lwazicarriedDanitothecaranddroveto

thehospitalandeveryonefollowed.



Sasha:Lizzylet'sgo,Lizareyoureally

sleepingrightnow,ohmyGodElizabeththis

isnotthetime.Lizzy!

Shewenttoshakeherandsawbloodinher

stomachandshescreamedandStevejr

camerunning.

Jr:what!

Sasha:(crying)Lizzygotshot.

Thando:ohmyGod.

Shecheckedforapulse.

Thando:herpulseisweak,putpressureon

thewound,let'stryandcarryhertothecar.

Theycarriedhertothecaranddrovetothe

hospital.
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Steveandlwaziweresittinginthewaiting

areawhileDaniwasintheOR.

Lwazi:stoppasing

Steve:Ican't,myfuturewifeandchildarein

there.

AnnaandtheDlaminisapproachedthem.

MrsD:howisshe?

Lwazi:wedon'tknowyetthey'restillin

there.whereisThando?

MrsD:weleftthem atthevenuebutthey

shouldbeheresoon.

ThedoctorcameoutoftheOR.

Steve:howarethey,canIseethem?



Doc:relax,yourfiancéeandsonareperfectly

healthy,comewithmeyoucancomeand

seethem.

Lwazi:congratulationsbro.

Steve:thanksbro.

Steveandthedoctorwalkedaway.

Thando,ttandsashaapproached.

Lwazi:thando,whydoyouhavebloodall

overyouwhathappened?

SashastartedcryingagainandmrsDlamini

huggedher.

Lwazi:thando,TT?

Stevecamebacksohappy.

Steve:he'ssobeautiful,whyarecrying

Sasha.

Thando:Elizabethgotshot.



Steve:what,whereisshe,where'smybaby?

Thando:downstairsJristhere.

Steverandownstairslikeamaniac,whenhe

sawsteveJrheattackedhim withahug.

Steve:whereisshe?

Jr:theyarestilloperating.

Steve:whathappened?

Jr:Ithinkwhenthatidiotfiredhe'sfirearm it

must'vehithim.

Theysatdownwaitingforsomeoneto

them something.Meanwhilebackupstairs

ThandowenttocheckonDaniandthebaby

whileeveryonewasstillsittinginthe

waitingroom.

Anna:Ishouldgocheckonmyson.

MrsD:whyareyouback?



Anna:excuseme.

MrsD:ufunaNtoni(whatdoyouwant)?

Anna:Idon'tanswertoyouNontombi,why

areyouevenhere?

MrsD:areyoukiddingme,whenyouleftI

practicallyraisedStevensoasfarasam

concernedthisismyfamilyyouareone

who'sclearlylost.

Anna:fuckyou,youknowheusedtocheat

onme.

MrsD:sowhat,youdidn'thavetoleave

steve,heneededyouAnna,youknowhow

immatureyourhusbandcanbeandthat

boyhashadarevolvingdoorofwomenin

hislifeinsteadoftheonehetrulyneeded.

Anna:screwyou,you'renotexactlythe

perfectmotheryourselfthisone(referring



tolwazi)isadrugdealersoyoucangetoff

yourmightyhighhorse.

MrsD:grantedmychildrenarenotperfect

butatleastIraisedthem.

Anna:whateverIdon'thavetimeforyour

crapam goingtogocheckonmyson.

SheleftandSteveandsteveJrweresitting

inthewaitingroom.

Anna:hey

Steve:whatdoyouwant?

Anna:pleasedon'tpushmeawayIjustwant

tobehereforyou.

Steve:noyoudon'tsogoaway,youonly

camebackinmylifebecauseofKatherine

notbecauseyoucareaboutme.

Anna:pleasedon'tsaythatIdon'tknow



whatyourfathertoldyou.

Steve:don'tbringhim intoyournonsense.

Anna:IneedyoutoforgivemeSteve.

Steve:fineIforgiveyounowgoaway.

Anna:please

Steve:GOAWAYANDDON'TCOMEBACK.

Jr:relaxdad.

AnnawalkedawayandStevesatdownand

triedtocalm himselfdown,thenthedoctor

approached.

Steve:doctorhowismydaughter.

Doc:wemanageddogetthebulletoutbut

shelostalotofbloodandthebullet

rupturedherwomb.

Steve:whatareyousaying?

Doc:she'lllivebutwehadtotakeherwomb



outandshecan'teverhavechildren.

Steve:aslongasshewillbeok.

Jr:shewill.

BackupstairsThandohadalreadychanged

andwenttocheckonDani.

Thando:you'reawake.

Dani:jacomein.

Thando:howareyoubabymama?

Dani:numbthismedicationisgreat.

Thando:where'sthebaba?

Dani:theytookhim tothenursery,he's

perfect.

Thando:am gladtoherethat.

Dani:whereisStevehedidn'tcomeback

Thando:uhm hewenttocheckonElizabeth.



Dani:whathappened?

JustthenSashacameincrying.

Sasha:he'sgoingtohatemeforever.

Dani:who?

Sasha:dad.

Dani:calm downbabygirlwhathappened?

Thando:shegotshot.

Dani:what,issheok?

Thando:wedon'tknowanythingyet.

Sasha:ifanythinghappenstoherit'llbemy

faultthisisallmyfault.

Dani:nonsensethisisthatidiotsfaultnot

yoursandyoucan'tblameyourself.

Thando:Daniisrightdon'tyoueverblame

yourselfforsomeoneelse'sactions.



Dani:jaandasforyourfatherhecouldnever

hateyou.

Stevewalkedin.

Dani:babyissheok?

Steve:shewillbe,am sorryfornotcoming

back.

Dani:Iunderstand.

Sasha:(crying)daddyam sosorrythisisall

myfault.

Steve:heycomehere.

Hehuggedher.

Steve:youhavenothingtobesorryabout

youdidn'tdoanythingyouhereme?

Sashanoddedstillinherfather'sarms,they

nursecameinandhandedthebabyto

Thando.



Thando:ncoowhe'ssocutewhat'shis

name.

Dani:KhanyaJosiah.

Thando:that'sbeautiful.

Steve:jaJosiahaftermydad,Iwishhewas

here.

Dani:that'sourlittlelight.

Steve,Daniandsashaheldhands.
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ItisnowfourmonthslaterandSteveand

Dani'sweddingwasinaweeksoeveryone

wassuperbusy.Elizabethwasoutofthe



hospitalbutwasstillinpainanddidn't

speaktoSasha.

Dani:dinnerisready!

Everyonesatdownandstartedeating.

Lizzy:sthecanyoupassthesaltplease.

Sthe:butitsclosertoSasha.

Lizzy:butam askingyouthough.

Steve:youguysarestillnotspeaking?

Sasha:askher.

Lizzy:Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.

Sasha:howmanytimesmustIapologiseto

you?

Lizzy:untilam abletohavekids,ohwaitI

can'tbecauseyourdummyofashootmy

fuckingwomb.

Steve:language.



Sasha:jaandhe'sinprisonnow.

Lizzy:butitdoesn'tchangeanything,am

only13andam doomed,I'llneverbea

motherbecauseofyourstupidactions,how

manytimesdidIwarnyouaboutkam but

youneverlisten.

Steve:comeonsweetieyoucan'tblame

yoursister.

Lizzy:typicalyou'redefendingheras

usual,whatdoIhavetobearebelbitchlike

hertogetyourattentiondad?

Steve:ofcoursenotbabygirlIloveyoujust

thewayyouarebutwhathappenedwasnot

Sasha'sfaultandit'sabitunfairthatyou

keepblamingher.

Lizzy:(crying)unfair,areyoukiddingme

dad,you'llalwaystakehersidewon'tyou,



welldidyouknowthatshe'sstilltalkingto

kam?

Lizzygotupandrantoherroom andlocked

herdoorandcriedherselftosleep.

Steve:you'restilltalkingtothatboy?

Sasha:Icanexplain

Steve:makeitgood.

Sasha:hewantedmetocheckonhis

grandmotherbecauseshe'ssick.

Steve:whydidn'tyousayanything?

Sasha:IwasscaredIthoughtyou'dbeangry.

Steve:(sigh)lookallofthisishardmore

especiallyonyoursistersothelastthing

weneedasafamilyismoresecrets.

Sasha:Iunderstand.

Dani:am goingtocheckonlizzy,Sashacan



youpleasegeteveryonedesert.

Sasha:OK

DaniknockedonElizabeth'sdoorandshe

eventuallyopened.

Dani:heysweetiecanIcomein?

Liz:ok

Dani:howareyoudoing?

Liz:bad,whyisallofthishappeningtome?

Dani:babygirlIdon'thavetheanswerbutI

knowthatGodhasaplanforeverything

thathappens,buthatingyoursisterisnot

healthyforyou.

Liz:Idon'thateheram justmadather,she's

sorecklessyouknow,whenIwasgrowing

upandmom wasbusybeingcrazySasha

wasalsoalwaysactingoutandIhadto



growupbeforetime,Iusedtocookanddo

thelaundryand8,Inevergottobeachild

andnowam beingpunished.

Dani:noyou'renot.

Liz:howwillIevergetmarriedifIcan'thave

kids?

Dani:you'retooyoungtobethinkingabout

thosethings,buttherearemillionsofkids

outtherethatneedgoodhomessoyou

couldadoptonedayandfindamanwho'll

loveLizzyforLizzyandnotbecauseyou're

ababymaker.Soyou'llfindhappiness

becauseyou'rethekindestpersonIknow

andyoudeserveit.

Liz:really?

Dani:Ipromiseandifyoudon'tyoucanlive

withmeforever.



Liz:(laughing)ok

ShehuggedDani.

Liz:Iloveyoumommy.

Danismiledtoherself.

Dani:Iloveyoutoobaby.

Backinthelivingroom Steveandthekids

werewatchingTVwhensomeoneknocked

onthedoor.

Steve:COMEIN!

Kat:helloeveryone.

Steve:Katherine!

Sasha:mom whataredoinghere?

Kat;wownotevenahug.

Sashagavehermom acoldishhug.

Steve:whatareyoudoinghere?



Kat:IgotrealesedandIjustwantedtosee

mykidswhere'slizzy?

Sasha:I'llgogether.

Kat:ok,thismustbethelittleguy,he'sso

adorablehelookslikeyou,whatshisname.

Steve:khanya

Kat:that'sbeautiful,sowhere'sthewifeto

be?

Steve:she'swithlizzy,Ihopeyou'renotupto

anyshenanigansbecauseam marrying

Daninomatterwhat.

Kat:that'snicetohearanddon'tworryam

overyou,maybenotcompletelybutam on

greatmedicationsoam notobsessedover

youanymore.

Steve:Ihopethat'sthetruth.



Kat:itis

Liz:mom

Kat:heysweetie

Katherinetriedtohugherbutlizzybacked

up.

Liz:whatdoyouwant?

Kat:am heretopickyouup.

Liz:Idon'twantto.

Kat:babydon'tbesillymommyisback

homesowecanbetogetheragain,am

feelingwaybetter.

Liz:am gladbutIdon'twanttoleaveIloveit

hereandam staying.

Kat:babywhyareyoudoingthis?

Liz:(crying)becauseam tired,am tiredof

havingtobeanadultwhenam withyou,am



tiredoftakingcareofyoubutyou'rearethe

mother,youweren'tevenherewhenIgot

shotyouneverprotectedme.

Kat;babyIwassick

Liz:Ilikelivinghere,Igettobeachild

Kat:okIunderstand,Sashalet'sgo.

Sasha:uhm Iwanttostayheretoo,sinceI've

beenlivingheremygradesareupandI

don'tgooutanymore,weevengotochurch

withDaniandIsingthereandIlovesinging

ma.

Kat:wowOK,myownkidsarerejectingme.

Sasha:nowe'renotrejectingyou,wecan

visityoueveryweekend.

Kat:no,youseem tobehappysodon'teven

botherwithmeanymore.



Liz:comeonmadon'tbelikethat.

Kat:itstrueallofyouseem tolovehermore

thanme.

Shestormedout.

*

Oneweeklater.

*

Todayisthedayoftheweddingand

everythingwashectic,Daniwasgetting

ready.

Wes:someonepinchmeandsaydéjàvu

becausewe'vebeenherebefore.

Anita:Iknowbutlet'shopethisgoes

differentthanthelasttime.

Dani:itwillsteveisdifferent.

Wes:you'reright,foronehe'snotgay.



Theyallbusrtoutlaughing.

Wes:seriouslyhehasn'tlookedatmeonce

andyouknowam irresistible.

Thando;andmyfriendtodayyou'resuper

hot,wemustfindyouahusband.

Wes:nothankyouam enjoyingbeingsingle.

Ilana:reallybecauseIhavethishotcousin

andhe'ssingle.

Wes:nothankyou.

Ilana:heisadoctor.

Thando:didyouhearthatfriend,he'sa

doctor.

Wes:nothanks,doctorsboreme.

Dani:okam finished.

Thando:wowyou'rebeautifulbabe.

Wes:babeyou'rebreathtaking,IthinkIjust



bacamestraight.

Dani;(laughing)whatacompliant.

Wes:youhavenoidea.

MrsDlaminicamein.

MrsD:okitstimeladiesandgent.

Wes:uhm am alady.

MrsD:okwes,ilana,anitaandthandoyou'll

walkoutfirstthenSasha,LizzyandSammy

you'llwalkoutwithDani.

Sasha:lizzyyoulookgreat.

Lizzy:youdotoo,Ilikeyourhairtoday.

Sasha;really?

Lizzy:ja

Sasha:let'sstopfightingpleaseImissthis.

Liz:Idotoo.



Sasha:peace!

Liz:peace

Theyhugged.

Dani:Iseemygirlshuggingsodoesthis

meanwe'regettingalong!?

Them:yes

MrsD:thatgreatnowlet'sgo.

EveryonewalkedoutandStevewas

standingnexttolwazi,TTandStevejunior

whileholdingbabykhanyaandSthembiso

hadtherings.WhenDaniwalkeddownthe

aisleStevecriedlikeababy.Their

ceremonywasbeautifulandromantic,it

wentsmoothandaftertheywenttotake

theirpicturesandheadedfortheirreception.

Dani:wowthisvenueisbeautifulWesdidan

amazingjob.



Steve:you'remorebeautiful.

Theystartedkissing.

Thando:okleavesomeofthatfortonight

let'ssitam hungry.

Everyonesatdownandatewhileothers

madespeeches,theDJplayedmusicand

peopleweredancingtheneveryonehitthe

floorwhentheyheardagunshot.Itwas

Katherineandsheshottheroof,shelooked

crazy,shewasbarefootandwaswearing

thesameclothesfrom aweekago.

Sasha:mom whatareyoudoing?

Kat:shutup,you'redeadtomeIdon'thave

anychildren.

Liz:mom don'tsaythat.

Kat:YOUBETRAYED,FORHERJUSTLIKE

YOURSTUPIDFATHER.



Steve:Katherinestopthis,putthegundown.

Kat:no,ifIcan'thaveyouthenIdon'twantto

live.

Steve:you'rescaringeveryonestopthis.

Thandosilentlywalkedoutwithallthekids.

Kat:youneverlovedmeevenafter

everythingIdid,IkilledStacyforyou.

Steve:Ineveraskedyoutodothat.

Kat:shewantedtotrapyouwitha

child(crazylaugh)butItookcareofher

brakes

Liz:(crying)mom stopactinglikethisyou're

scaringme,pleaseputthegundown.

Kat:NO,youstoppedbeingmykidswhen

youchoseher.

Sasha:(crying)we'resorrywe'llcome



back,weloveyoumommy.

Kat:SHUTUPYOUDIRTYLIARS,thisisyour

faultyouhomewrecker.

Dani:am sorrythenKatherineI'llgoaway.

Kat:you'relyingbutitdoesn'tmatter

becausehelovesyouIseehowhelooksat

you,whycouldn'tyouhavelovedmelike

that.

Steve;enoughofthiscraziness,youneedto

gobacktothehospital.

Kat:NODON'TCOMEANYCLOSER.

Asstevewalkedcloserkatpulledthe

triggerandshotherselfintheheadanddied

immediately,thefloorfilledwithbloodand

Elizabethscreamedandrantohermother.

Lizzy:mommywakeupam sorry,am sorry.



Sasha:comeonlizzy.

Liz:she'sdeadourmom killedherself.

Sashahuggedhersister.

Sasha:am sorrysweetiebutmom has

alwaysbeensick,comelet'scleanyouup.

ShewalkedawaywithhersisterandDani

criedinSteve'sarms.
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MyeyearesoheavyandIcanbarelyfeel

mybody,thesekidsarewearingmeout.I

rolledoutofbedandtookaquickshower



andmademywaytothekitchen,lwaziwas

havingcoffee.We'vebeensleepingin

separateroomsthelasttwoweeks,things

arefarfrom beinggreat.

Lwazi:you'retakingthekidstoschoolor

shouldIdoit?

Notevenagoodmorning.

Me:noI'lldoit.

Hegotupandgrabbedhisbriefcaseand

walkedout.Imadebreakfastandsurely

enoughtheboyscamerunningandgrabbed

plates.

Me:heyhavesomemannersgreetmefirst.

Theywavedtheirgreasyhandswhile

stuffingtheirfaces,khwezifollowedaftera

fewminutes.

Khwezi:pigs!Goodmorningmommy



Me:goodmorningbabe,food?

Her:justjuice.

Khwezihasbeengoingthroughalittle

phase,shedoesn'teatanymoreorwhenshe

doesshe'llgrowitup,doctorssayshe's

bulimic.Shehadtobeadmittedtothe

hospitaltwicebecauseshewasweak,its

stressingmeout,whywouldmynineyears

olddothistoherself.Ifeellikeam failing

bothasamotherandwife.

Me:andabanana

Her:OK

AfterbreakfastIdroveeveryonetoschool

thenwenttowork.Ihavetworestaurants

now,Wesopenedhisowneventscompany

soAnitamanagestheoldrestaurant,we

stillhaveluncheveryday,thoughAnitahas



beenactingabitdistantwithmelatelybutI

stilllovethosetwo.Iwasbusythewhole

dayuntilitwastimeforlunchWesshowed

upfirstandweateandcontinuedchatting.

Me:whyisAnitaalwayslatethough?

Wes:becauseshe'sanannoyingbitch.

Me:don'tsaythat,she'sourfriend.

Wes:correctionshe'syourfriendIjustput

upwithherbecauseIloveyou.

JustthenAnitacamein.

Wes:speakofthedevilandshewillappear.

Anita:mxm sorryam latethingsareso

hecticthatside.

Wes:weakexcuse.

Anita:jalikethepartiesyouplan.

Wes:atleastIhavemyowncompany.



Me:okenough,itsbeenawhilesincewe've

allbeentogethersolet'snotruinitby

arguingLordknowsIgetthatenoughat

home.

Wes:youguysstillfighting?

Me;(sigh)ja

Wes:Ihateitwhenyouguysfight,what'sit

aboutnow?

Me:IwishIhadtheanswersbutIdon't

knowanymore,itstartedoutsosmallnow

he'sactinglikehedoesn'tevenwanttobe

marriedtome.

Wes:ohsweetyyouknowhelovesyou.

Me:buthedoesn'tactlikehelikesme,he

actslikehehatesme.

Wes:youknowhedoesn'thateyou,haveyou

triedtherapyagain?



Me:he'stoobusy,Ithinkhe'shavingan

affair.

Anitastartedcoughing.

Me:youokbabe?

Anita:ja,whatmakesyouthinkhe'shaving

anaffair?

Me:itsthewayheislately,Iknowmy

husbandandheneverlet'sanargumentget

thisfar.

Anita:butthatdoesn'tmeanhe'scheating

onyoustopbeingsilly.

Wes:Ihatetoadmititbutshemightbe

right,itsprobablynothing.

Me:trustmeIhaveafeelingsomethingis

wrong.

Anita;heythanksforlunchbutIhavetogo.



Me:already?

Wes:whydidyouevencome?

Anita:fuckoffWes

Shestormedout.

Me:whydoyoualwayshavetobesomean

toher?

Wes:Idon'tlikeher.

Me:stopit,youknowshe'spregnantsono

stress.

Wes:mxm shehasn'tevenconfirmeditto

usandwe'resupposetobeherfriends.

Me:itcouldbethewayyoutreather

sometimes.

Wes:wellIthinkTTmightnotbethefather

somaybethat'swhyshedoesn'tsay

anything.



Me:you'rebeingbeyongridiculous.

HeleftandIcontinuedworkingthenwent

home,ma-rosealreadycookedsowejust

ateandthekidswenttosleepafter.I

stayedupandcleanedupthenwatched

someTV.Lwazicameinlater,hewent

straighttothekitchenandgothisfoodand

ateinthekitchen.Igotupandgotjuice

from thefridge,hesmelledfreshlikehejust

hadashower,Inoticedlipstickonhisshirt.

Me:ifyouwanttolookcleanmaybeafter

theshowerchangeyourclothes.

Helookedathiscollar.Itriedwalkingaway

thenstoppedinmytracks.

Me:areyouhavinganaffair?

Lwazi:am notinthemoodforafight.

Me;itwasasimplequestion,whyisithard



toanswer?

Lwazi:am notdealingwiththis.

HewalkedawayandIjustsatdown.
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Igetitam thebadguyrightnow,atfirst

AnitaandIwouldtalkaboutourmarriages

andourproblemsthenoutofnowherewe

hookedup.Ididn'twantittogetthisfarbut

withThandoandIarguingeverydaybeing

withAnitawassimple,justsexnostrings

butwewerefoolingourselvesouraffair

wouldhurtevenbreakourfamilies.We



wouldstopthenhookupagain,itwaseasier

butnowTTandThandoaresuspicious

whichmeansthishastoendbeforethey

findout,Thandocanforgiveanaffairshe

hasbeforebutnotwithAnita.Igotinmy

room andchangedandsleptandthenext

morningIwenttoworkwithoutbreakfast

andIcalledAnita.

Her:(whispering)whyareyoucallingme

thisearlyTTisintheotherroom.

Me:sorry,canwemeettoday,usualspot.

Her:fine

ShehungupandIwentbacktowork,Ihave

toendthisbeforeitstoolate.

*

*

*



Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Lwazileftearlythismorning,guesshe's

avoidingme.Lwazicheatedonme

before,twicetobespecificbutthistime

aroundsomethingfeelsdifferent.Imade

breakfastforthekidsandafterIdrovethem

toschoolIdrovetoWes'sapartment,I

knockeduntilheopenedhalfnaked.

Me:putsomeclothesonwe'regoingona

hunt.

Wes:uhm darlingIloveyoubutthisis

bullshitwhywouldyouwakeme?

Me:Itoldyouwe'regoingonahunt.



Wes:whatarewehuntingexactly?

Me:mydirtyhusband.

Igrabbedanappleandatewhilehewas

gettingready.

Wes:what'dhedonow?

Me:he'scheatingonme.

Wes:ohthiscrapagainwetoldyou,you're

beingsillyhewouldn'tdothattoyouagain.

Me:hisshirthadlipstick.

Wes:oham sosorrybabe.

Me:itscoolbutnowIwanttocaughthim in

theact,andthatridiculousshameless

whore.

Wes:sowhat'stheplan?

Me:Lisagavemehisscheduled,healways

hasluncheverydayatthishotel.



Wes:so?

Me:lwazialwaysatehislunchathisoffice

sohe'smeetingherheresowe'regoingto

followhim.

Wes:youdoknowIhavealiferight.

Me:pleaseAnitadidn'tanswerherphone.

Wes:finelet'sgo.

Weparkedoutsidehisofficeandsure

enoughlunchtimehedroveoutandwe

followedhim,heparkedoutsidethehotel

andwentin.

Wes:yousureaboutthis?

Me:let'sgo.

Wegotinside.

Me:weneedtofindoutwhichsuitehe'sin

withoutlettinghim knowwe'rehere.



Wes:let'ssearcheveryroom.

Wesearchedalmosteveryroom people

chasingusout.

Me:thisisuselesslet'sgohome.

Wes:waitisthatAnita?

Me:noway

Wes:Iswear,let'sfollowher.

Wefollowedherandshegotinaroom and

welistenedthroughthedoor,itsoundedlike

arguingthenitwentsilent.

Me:(whispering)whatdoyouthinkis

happening?

Wes:(whispering)Idon'tknow.

Weskickedthedooropenandinthat

momentallmyworstfearscametolife,my

husbandandbestfriendinbed



together,weremyeyesdeceivingme.

Wes:Iknewyouwereadirtywhorebutthis.

Anita:Thandoam sosorryitwasamistake.

Lwazi:babywewereendingtoday.

Ifeltparalysed,Icouldn'tmoveIwantedto

saysomething,dosomethingbutIcouldn't

movethenIfeltasharppaininmylower

back.

Wes:youok?

Me:takemetothehospitalplease.

Lwazi:letmecomewithyouguys.

Igavehim alookandhebackedoffwhile

anitawascryinghereyesout.Wesdrove

metothehospitalandwaitedoutside.

Doc:MrsDlaminiIdon'tlikeseeingyouhere.

Me:Idon'teither



Doc:wellIhavesomegoodnewsforyou

thebabiesarefine.

Me:babies?

Doc:yesbutthesecondheartbeatisweak

soyouneedtodestress.Thisisyour

seventhpregnancyyoucan'tlosethisone

causeitsdangerousforyourhealthso

what'stheword?

Me:distress.

Doc:good

Iwalkedoutandgotinthecar.

Wes:whatdidthedoctorsay?

Me:am fine,nowpleasedrivemehome.

Wes:ifyouwanttocry,oryellorhit

someoneam here.

Me:Iknowthat'swhyIloveyou,Ineedyou



towatchovermybossiness.

Wes:whereareyougoing?

Me:IneedtorelaxsoI'llbegonefora

coupleofmonths

Wes:Igotyou.

Ihuggedhim.

Me:youcanbringmycarbacktomorrow.

Wes:ok,areyousureyou'reok?

Me:Iwillbe

Iwentinsideandpackedallmyclothes,I

calledmymotherinlawandtoldhertolook

afterthekidswhileam gone,sheagreed

butwantedtoknowwhybutIdidn'ttellher.

WhenIcarriedmybagsdownstairslwazi

camein.

Lwazi:babypleasedon'tdothisam sorrywe



canfixthis.

Iignoredhim andcontinueddoingwhatI

wasdoing,hekeptontalkingandallIcould

hearwasexcuses,inthemiddleofallofthat

TTcameinangryasfuck,hewentstraight

tolwaziandtheystartedfighting,Anitawas

justcryingandtryingtostopthem Iignored

them,thenTTgotupandgotouthisgun.

TT:(crying)howcouldyoudothis,we're

brothers.

Me:okputthegundown.

Hedidn'tsoIstoodinfrontofit.

Me:shoot!

TT:moveThando.

Me:nosodoit.

Hedidn'tsoIgrabthegunandthrewit



away,thengrabbedhishandanddragged

him tohiscarandjustdrove,wewereboth

silent,IdroveincircleuntilIstoppedatthe

beachandIgotoutandsatinthesand.TT

eventuallyjoinedme.

TT:howareyousocalm?

Me:trustmeam fumingontheinsidebutI

can'tdothisanymore,can'tletmyanger

controlme.

TT:butwhattheydidissounforgivable.

Me:IknowTTbutwhatwouldkillingthem

archive?,wehavekidswiththem.

TT:(sigh)that'sthefuckeduppartshe's

pregnantandthebabymightnotevenbe

mine.

Me:Iknowbutyouknowwhat'smore

fuckedisthatam pregnantandtodayI



almosthadamiscarriageagain.

TT:wecanneverforgivethem.

Me:wewillcausewelovethem.

TT:(sigh)Iknow

Me:Ineedyoutobeokbecauseam

trustingyouwithmykidswhileam gone.

TT:Igotyou,howlongwillyoubegone?

Me:Idon'tknow,butpleasedon'ttell

anyoneaboutthepregnancy.

TT:Iwon't.

Wehuggedanddrovetosaygoodbyetothe

kidsandthenhomeandpickedupmy

clothesthenTTdrovemetotheairportand

Iboardedthejetandmademywaytothe

island,goodbyeSA,fornow.
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AfterIdroppedoffThandoattheairportI

headedhome,Isatinthecarforaboutan

hourthenfinallywentin.Anitajumpedup

whenIcamein,herfacewasredandher

eyesaswell.

TT:Ithoughtyou'dbewithyourlittle

boyfriend.

Anita:(crying)babyam sorry.

Me:don'tevenstartwiththatbullorImight

losemycoolandcrushyourlittlefacewith

myhands.

Iwalkedawayandwentstraightupstairs



andtookalongshowerthenslept,inthe

middleofthenightAnitacameinthebed

soIgotapillowandablanketandslepton

thecouch.Thenextcoupleofdayswere

moreorlessthesame,atworkIwouldn't

evenlookatlwazi.

Dad:OKenoughwiththisbullshitwhats

goingonbetweenyoutwo?

Me:askhim

Lwazi:broIsaidam sorry.

Me:am notyourbro.

Lwazi:comeonTTIfuckedupsoletsmove

on.

Me:youdon'tgetitdoyou,she'smywife.

Lwazi:Iknowthatandam sorry.

Me:am sickofyourselfishness,it'salways



aboutyou,thisiswhatyoudoyoutake

from peoplewithoutconsiderationandwhy

causeyou'redaddy'slittlegolden

boy,everythingisgiventoyou.

Lwazi:youknowthat'snottruewhydoyou

havetogetpersonal?

Me:BECAUSEITISPERSONALYOU

DICK,thisismyfamilyyou'veruinedand

yoursbutyoudon'tcare,yourwifeisgone

becauseyou'reaselfishprick,youdon't

deserveThando.

Lwazi:ohthat'swhatthisisabout,youlove

Thandobutshe'smywife

Me:areyoukiddingmethisisaboutyou,

asshole,andwhatmakesyouthinkshestill

wantstobemarriedtoyourdumbass

Lwazi:becauseshelovesme.



Me:thenwhydidn'tshefightforyou,come

onfeistyThandojustleaveswithout

physicallyorverballyhurtingyou,that

meansyou'vehurthertothepointwhere

she'sstoppedlovingyou.

Lwazi:shutupTT.

Me:makeme

Dad:okyoutwosoundliketeenage

girls,followme.

Hegotupandwalkedinfrontofusandwe

followedhim,heledustothegym.

Dad:you'regoingtofightitouram tiredof

thismadness.

Hesatdownandlitacigaretteandsmoked.

Dad:welldon'tjuststandthereholdingyour

dicksfight,youbothclearlyhavealotof

angertowardseachothersofightitoutlike



men,noweaponsnobullshitjustfists.

LwaziandIlookedatoneanotherandI

threwthefirstpunchherespondedwithhis

own,westartedfightinglikecrazy,nowords

wereexchangedjustpunches,witheveryhit

Iwouldimaginehim andAnitaandmyrage

wouldtakeoverandIwouldbeathim up.

Am physicallyabittallerandstrongerbut

lwaziisatechnicalfightersohewouldhave

meinlocks.Wemust'vespenthoursjust

fightingandwewerebothtiredbutnoone

wantedtogiveupeventhoughourbodies

werecoveredinbloodandbruises,ourfaces

swollenbarelyrecognisable.

Lwazi:fineIgiveup,am sorryOK,Ihurtyou

andyou'vealwayshadmybackandIdon't

thankyouenough,am sorryTTandImeanit

Idon'twanttolosemybrotherbecauseI



wasstupid.

Ilookedathim andsatdowncauseIwas

sotiredandhealsocollapsedonthefloor.

Me:whatyoudidisunforgivablebutIcan

seeyou'rebeingsinceresoI'llforgivebut

you'llhavetoearnmytrust.

Lwazi:I'lldoanything.

Me:anythinghuh?

Lwazi:jabrojustnameit.

Me:OKIwantyoutogettattooofmyface

andfullnameonyourchest.

Lwazi:really?

Me:yep

Lwazi:done,brothers?.

Me:getthetattoofirstthenyesbrothers

again.



Lwazi:yougotit,loveyoubro.

Me:jawhateverhelpmegetup.

Westoodupandhugged

Lwazi:ouchdidyouhavetohitsohard?

Me:yousleptwithmywiferemember

Lwazi:fairenough

Dad:goodnowcleanyourselvesupmy

dinnerisgettingcold.

Wecleanedourselvesthenjoinedeveryone

fordinner.

MrsD:ohmyGodwhathappenedtoyou

two.

Dad:manstuff.

Mrsd:Ihopeyouweren'tdoinganything

stupid.

Me:nahwe'refinenow,Ishouldgetgoing



MrsD:oksayhitoAnitaforme.

Me:willdo

IwasinsomuchpainthatIhadsomeone

drivemehome.

Anita:ohmyLordareyouok?

Me:jaIhitawallandithitback

Anita:uhm OK,shouldIwarnupyourfood

noworlater?

Me:nothanksIalreadyate.

Anita:howlongwillyoupunishme?

Me:am notdoinganythingtoyou

Anita:comeondosomething,hitmeor

scream justdon'tshutmeoutIneedyou.

Me:don'tpushmeIneedtime.

Her:howlong?



Me:Idon'tknowImeandamnyouslept

withmybrotherandyoumightbecarrying

hischildsoam gonnaneedlongerthana

minute.

Her:youcheatedonmeandIforgave.

Me:you'refuckingwithmeright,thatwas

completelydifferent.

Her:how?

Me:IhookedupwithDanioncenowthat

wastrulyamistakeyouhadafullblown

relationshipwithmybrotherdoyouknow

howsickthatsick,thiscouldbelwazi'skid.

Sopleaselet'snotcompareaffairscause

that'schildish,am goingtosleep.

ForgivingAnitawilltakealotbecause

unlikelwaziitsnotlikewecanfightit

out,we'llneedtimeandaDNAtestifthis



marriagewillwork.

*

Alittlesnackformysnacks,loveyouall

goodnight.
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ItsbeenacoupleofmonthssinceIleftSA

andithasbeenthebestdecisionnotonly

formybabiesbutformysanity.I'vebeen

thinkingaboutlwaziandAnita'sbetrayal

andImadeandI'vedecidedtodivorce

lwazi,thiswasn'teasyconsideringthatIstill

lovehim butIcan'ttoleratethisanymore,its



gottentothepointwhereIdon'trecognise

myselfanymore,I'veturnedintoaweak

woman,typethatforgiveandexcept

everything.Idon'twantmydaughter

thinkingthisishowloveissupposetobe,or

teachmyboysthisishowtheyshouldtreat

woman.AsforAnita,Ithinkshehurtme

morethanlwazi,she'sbeenmybestfriend

sincecollage,she'salwaysbeenlikea

sistertomeandwhenIgothroughstuffI

usuallyleanonherbutIcan'tanymore,Iwill

forgiveonedaybutI'llnevertrustheragain.

Somethinggreatcameoutofallofthis,I've

hadtheleaststressfulpregnancybutIneed

togohomenowbecauseanddueanyday

andam supernervousaboutthat,itsstilla

highriskpregnancysoIcan'taffordtobe

stressed.

Christiana:I'vepackedeverythingmadam



andoneoftheguardswilltakethem tothe

boat.

Me:Itoldyounottocallmemadam,you've

beenafriendtomesocallmeThando.

Her:am sorryitsjustwe'vebeentrainedto

beveryprofessional.

Ihuggedher.

Me:thanksforeverythingChris.

Her:you'rewelcome,areyousureyou're

readytogoback?

Me:(sigh)notreallybutmykidsmissme

andImissthem toosoitstimetofacethe

music.

Her:(rubbingmybigbelly)takecareofthem

andmostimportantlyyourself.

Me:Iwill.



Her:am notsupposetosaythisbutam

reallygoingtomissyou.

Me:metoo

Ihuggedheronelasttimeandgaveheran

envelopewithmoney.

Her:Ican'tacceptthisIalreadygetpayed

enough.

Me:nonsenseconsideritabonus.

Her:goodblessyou.

IhuggedherandIgotontheboatthencar

thefinallythejet,astheplaneascendedI

feltabittenseam notsureifam readyfor

whatam abouttofacebackhomebutI

havetomanupIguess.

*

*



*
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ImustsayIreallymissThando,IknowI

messedupbutwithhergonewehaven't

beenabletosmooththingsover.Idon't

knowwhatkindofheadspaceshe'sgoing

tocomebackinifshe'sevencomingback.

WhatTTsaidstillringsinmyhead,whatif

shedoesn'tlovemeanymore,whatwillIdo.

Iknowam anassholeandIruineverything

nicebutThandocan'tbesomethingIruinI

loveher.Shecallsthekidseverydaybut

refusestotalktomeandIdon'tblame

her,thekidshaveaskingwhenshe'scoming



backandIdon'tknowwhattotellthem.

Khweziactuallycriedyesterdaybecauseits

herbirthdaytodayandshewantstoseeher

mom anditbreaksmyheartbecauseI

knowitsmyfault.Idrovetomyparents

housewithabunchofgiftsfor

khwezi,everyonewassuperbusydecorating.

Mom:ohheybabyam gladyou'rehere

pleasegotalktokhwezishe'srefusingto

comeoutofherroom.

Me:shewantshermom andIcan'tgiveher

that.

Mom:wellfigureitoutitsclearlyyourfault

Thandoleft.

Me:howcanyousaythat?

Mom:wellwhydidshereallyleavethen?

Me:am goingtogoandtalktokhwezi.



Iknockedonherdoorandopenedit.

Me:heybabygirl.

Khwezi:(withherfaceinthepillow),am not

comingout.

Me:why,allyourfriendsarehere.

Her:butIwantmommy.

Me:babyyouknowmommyisgone.

Her:shewouldn'tjustmissmybirthday,she

alwayssaysmybirthdaychangedherlife

forever.

Me:itdidandshelovesyousomuch.

Her:thenwhywouldn'tshecome,isshemad

atme,isitbecauseIdon'teat?

Me:yourmommydoesn'thateyou,butyou

shouldeatyourfoodthough.Comeonlet's

goandhavefunwitheveryone.



Her:ok

Icarriedherandwalkedoutwithher

everyonesanghappybirthdayandshe

jumpedoutandrantothedoor.

Her:mommy

Ilookedupandthereshewas,beautifulas

ever,shewaswearingalongsummerdress

andsandalsandhadherhairinabun,wait

she'spregnant.Shekneeleddownand

huggedkhwezi,theboysalsorantowards

theirmother.

Thando:carefulbabies,babygirlwhyareyou

cryingam backnow.

Khwezi:Ithoughtyouwouldn'tcome

Thando:Iwouldnevermissyourbirthday,its

themostspecialdayintheworld.

Theycontinuedhugging,shesatdownand



kidssatwithheralmostliketheywere

afraidshewouldleaveagain,everyonewas

justwatchingthem.

Thando:Ineedthebathroom.

ShegotupandwalkedawayandIfollowed

her,Ibumpedintoherasshewaswalking

out.

Thando:lwazi!

Me:you'repregnant?

Thando;noIjustswallowedawatermelon

whatdoyouthink.

ShewalkedawayandIjuststoodthere

dumbfounded,didIhurthertothepoint

whereshewouldhideherpregnancyfrom

me.
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Ifollowedherandsatdown,Iwatchedher

thewholetime,shewassoradiantandfelt

likeshewaslighter.IcouldseethatAnita

wasuncomfortablethewholetimesoshe

finallytookherbabygirlfrom ilana.

Anita:uhm IthinkitstimeIleave.

Mom:ohwhysosoon?

Anita:BellaisstillsmallsoIdon'twantto

keepheroutofthehousefortoolong.

TT:jaweshouldgetgoing.Niceseeingyou

Thando.

TheyHuggedandsheevengavehim a



smile,Anitacouldn'tlookThandointhe

eye,shewalkedoutandTTandTJfollowed.

Nolwazi:thatwasweird,fiveminutesago

shewantedtogetabreakfrom Bellanow

allofasuddenshe'stoosmall.

Dani:ja,butteewhydidn'tyoutellusyou're

pregnant?

Thando:itshighrisksoIdidn'twanttoget

peopleshooesup.

Nolwazi:isthatwhyyoudisappeared!?

Thando:partlybutIjustneededtorelax.

Dani:youlookrelaxedinfactyou'reglowing.

Mom:jayou'regorgeous.

Me:shereallyis

Theyalllookedatme,thatslippedout.

Mom:sonwouldn'tyouhavemorefun



outsidewiththeguys?

Nolwazi:noseriouslygoyou'restartingto

lookcreepy.

Islowlywalkedout,Thandodidn'tlookat

meonce,shewaslaughingwiththewomen

andtalking,itsbeenawhilesinceI'veseen

thatsmileandthat'smyfault.Ijoined

dad,Steveandlwandobythepool.

Steve:youOKbroyouseenabitdistracted.

Me:itsThando,Ihaven'tseenherinmonths

andthenboom shepopsoutandIdon't

knowwhereshe'sbeen.

Dad:ohshewasontheisland.

Me:youknewanddidn'ttellme?

Dad:shedidn'twanttobefoundanddoctor

Chensaiditsbestsherelax.



Me:comeondadshe'smywifeandam

yoursonyoushould'vehadmyback.

Dad:andshemydaughterinlawheckyou

knowhowmuchIadmireThando,she'slike

thedaughterIneverhad.

Lwando:don'tletnolwazihearyousaythat.

Dad:IloveyoursisterbutThandohasthat

kindoffireIlikeinsideofher,she'satrue

Dlamini.

Me:jayoushould'vetoldme,wewould've

fixedthingsbynow,shewon'tevenlookat

me.

Steve:afterwhatyoudiddoyoureallyblame

her?

Me:no

Lwando:letitbeknownam onhersideno

matterwhat.



Me:butyou'remybrother.

Lwando:andyoufuckedup.

Itwasnowdarkoutsideandpeoplewhere

leaving,IwastooscaredtoaskThando

whenwewereleavingsoIjustsatonthe

couch.

Thando:kidsgopackyourstuff.

Aya:doesthismeanthatwe'refinallygoing

home?

Thando:yesnowhurryup.

Theyranupstairs.

Me:soyou'recominghome?

Sheignoredmeandsaidhergoodbyesand

walkedout,thekidscamebackminutes

laterwiththeirbagsandrantothecar,we

gotinanddroveinsilence.Bythetimewe



gothomeeveryonewassleeping,Icarried

thekidstobedthenfinallyThando.Iputher

inthebedandcoveredherwithblankets

andwalkeddownstairsandsleptonthe

couch.ThenextmorningIwaswokenupby

thesoundofhappinessandthesmellof

goodbreakfast.Irubbedmyeyesand

watchedmylittlefamilyforawhile,they

wereeatingevenkhweziwaseating.

Khwezi:daddycomeeatwithusthisis

amazing.

Igotupandjoinedthem.

K

Aya:they'renicerightdad?

Me:yourmom alwaysmadethebest

pancakes.

Thando:okkiddiestimeforschool.



Luvuyo:butIwanttostaywithyou.

Thando:guesswhatI'llbeherewhenyou

comebackandI'llmakeyouchicken

nuggets.

Vuyo:reallymommy?

Thando:yeamunchkin.

Luyolo:Iloveyoumommy.

Thando:IloveyoutoomyPrince.

Theyallhuggedher,IwishIwasapartof

that.Theyranoutandshewentupstairs

andIshoweddownstairs.WhenIwasdone

Isatonthecouchandwaitedforher,

minuteslatershewalkedcamedown.

Her:whyaren'tyouatwork?

Me:weneedtotalk.

Her:nowedon't



Me:comeonThandoyoucan'tbemadat

meforever,andwhenwereyouplanningon

tellingmeaboutthepregnancy?

Her:areyoukiddingme,whywouldItellyou

anything.looklwaziIdon'thavetimeforthis,

Ididn'tcomebacktoarguewithyou.

ShewalkedoutIwantedtofollowherbutI

didn'twanttopushsoIlethergothenalso

wenttowork.

*

*

*
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I'veonlybeenbackforadayandam already

dealingwithdrama,Imademywaytowork.

Allofthewaitersandwaitressesscreamed

whentheysawmeandstartedhuggingme,

Wescameoutoftheoffice.

Wes:what'salltheracketabout!?

Whenhesawmehepracticallyflewtome

andsqueezedmefordearlife.

Me:okwesyou'regoingtosmotherme.

Wes:ohsorrydarlingIjustmissedyouso

much.Everyonebacktowork.

Hedraggedmetomyoffice.

Me:Iseeyoukeptatightship.

Wes:ofcourseyoutrustedmewithyour

babysoIneededtotakegreatcareof



it,speakingofbabieswhydidn'tyoutellme

you'reprego?

Me:ohcomeonWesyouknowIleftina

hurry.

Wes:sothatdaywhenItookyoutothe

hospital.

Me:IfoundoutIwaspregnant.

Wes:wowsohaveyouseenhusbyyet?

Me:yepbuthewon'tbehusbyanymore.

Wes:waitwhatdoyoumean?

Iopenedmybagandshowedhim the

papers,hehuggedmethenlookedatme.

Wes:areyousureaboutthis?

Me:Ihad7monthstothinkaboutitandam

sure,thisiswhatIwant,infactitswhatI

need.



Wes:(sigh)okbutdon'tletthatwhore

breakyourfamilyupwhileshe'shappywith

herhusband.

Me:thisisnotaboutAnita,jasheplayeda

hugefactorinmydecisionbutlwaziismy

husbandandhemadeachoicesonowhe

mustlivewithit.

Wes:wowok,letmeleaveyouwiththe

books.

Me:Wesleythankyouforeverything.

Wes:don'tmentionitbabe,nowletmego

showing.

Me:itsonme.

Wes:duh.

HekissedmycheekthenwalkedoutandI

satinmydeskthenworked.



Me:Stacy!

Shecameinrunning.

Her:yesboss.

Me:canpleasegetmesometeaandcalled

callAnitaandtellhertobringthebooks.

Her:yesboss.

ShewalkedoutandIwentbackto

work,afteraboutanhourIheardaknock.

Me:(stilllookingatthebooks)comein!

Sheopenedandherperfumefilledmy

nostrilsandIknewitwasAnita.

Her:Ibroughtthebookslikeyouasked.

Me:(stilllookingdown)closethedoorand

sit.

ShedidasshetoldandIopenedthebooks

shebrought,shewasbreathingloudly.After



aboutanhourofworkingIgaveherthe

booksback.

Me:okthislooksgoodyoucanleave.

Shegotup.

Her:areyougoingtofireme?

Islowlylookedup.

Me:whywouldIdothat?

Her:wellbecauseofwhathappened.

Me:you'regoodatyourjobsono,am aboss

andam veryprofessionalIhopeyoucando

thesame.

Her:ofcourse

Me:ifthatwillbeall.

Shewalkedawaythenbeforesheopened

thedoorIcouldn'thelpmyself.

Me:ishethefather?



Her:what?

Me:lwaziishethefatherofyourdaughter?

Her:wealwaysusedprotection.

Me:Iaskedifhe'sthefatherIdidn'task

aboutthedetailsofyoursexlifewithmy

husband.

Her:IhadaDNAtestassoonasshewas

born,TTisthefather.

Ifeltabitrealivedbutdidn'tshowitinstead

Iwentbacktoworkingandsheeventually

walkedout.Eventhougham gladhe'snot

thefatherthischangesnothingIstillwanta

divorce.

*

*

*
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ThewholedayatworkIcouldn'tfocus,I

wenthomeearlyandcalledmymotherand

toldhertopickupthekidsfrom school.I

orderedallofThando'sfavouritefoodand

decoratedthewholehouse,Ievenhadher

favouritemusician,she'lldefiantlyforgive

meafterthis.Iwaitedforheranditwas

nowdarkoutside,Ifinallyheardacardoor

andshecameinandturnedonthelights.

Me:hy

Her:hey,wherearethekidsImissedthem.

Me:theyareatmyparents.



Her:why?

Me:Iwanttofixusfirst.

Her:oklookam verytiredsoam goingto

sleep.

Me:pleasehearmeoutfirst.

Her:lwazihaveyouseenmyfeet?

Me:please.

ShesatdownandIdishedupforusandsat

down,musicwasplayingandthemoodwas

justright.

Me:IknowIhurtyouandI'vebeendoing

thatalotlatelybutwhenyouleftitshowed

mealifewithoutyouinitandIdidn'tlikeit,

whatIdidwasunforgivableandIknowit'll

taketimeforustogetbacktousbutam

willingtowaitaslongasyouwant.Ilove

youThandoandIdon'twanttoloseyou,I



knowIdon'tdeserveyoubutIam sorryand

IneedyoubackImissyou.

ShejustlookedatmethewholetimeIwas

talking,Icouldn'treadherface,wasshesad,

angry,wassheplanningmymurder.She

reachedforherbagandIthoughttomyself

okthisisitshe'sgoingtoshootme,she

tookoutanenvelopeandgaveittome,I

readthepapersandIlookedather.

Me:what'sthis?

Her:Iwantadivorce,taketimereadthem

andyoucanevensendthem toyourlawyer

that'sprettyfair,Idon'twantacentandwe'll

sharecustodyofthekids.

Sheseemedserious,Irippedthepapersup.

Her:ohthat'sokImademorecopies.

Me:am notsigningthis,we'renotgettinga



divorceThando.

Her:yesweare,pleasetryandbeanadult

aboutthisandjustdothisfor,andafter

everythingyou'veputmethroughIdeserve

this.

Me:no,am notgivinguponus.

Her:youalreadyhave,theminuteyoulayed

nexttootherwomanyougaveuponusand

nowam finallyalsogivinguptoosoina

wayam givingyouwhatyouwant.

Me:Idon'twantthis.

Her:okthenitswhatIwant,lookam tiredof

fightingjustdothisonethingforme.

Shegotupandwalkedaway,Ijustsatthere

defeatedbutam notgivingupthateasily

am goingtogetmywifeback.
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Itsbeenaweekofmerunningaround

Thandobutshe'sstilladmintaboutthe

divorce.

Me:Ihonestlydon'tknowwhatIshoulddo

anymoreshewantsnothingtodowithme.

Steve:youcan'treallyblameher,whatwere

youthinkinganyway.Outofallthegirlsin

thiscityyouhadtogoforyourbrother's

wife.

Me:IknowIfuckedupIdon'tneed

reminding.

Steve:whataboutthatwaitressgirldoesn't



sheworkforThando?

Me:Stacywasforstress,Thandowasgone

andIwaslonely.

Steve:am justsayingbro,youkeepshitting

wereyoueatthenyougetsurprisedwhenit

startstostink.LookIgottagomywifeis

waitingforme.

Ican'tloseThandoIguessitstimefora

classicfamilymeeting,Icalledmymom

andshesaideveryonewouldbethereby

five.Ifinishedupandheadedhome,Stacy

keptcallingmesoIswitchedoffmyphone.

Igothomeandeveryoneshowedup

eventuallyandwewaitedforThandowhile

thekidswereplayingupstairs.

Nolwazi:what'sthisaboutanyway?

Me:IdidmywifewrongandIjustwantto



apologise.

Mom:lwaziyou'rebeingvaguewhatdidyou

exactlydo?

Me:Ihadanaffair.

AuntB:ohmylordmybrothermustbe

turninginhisgrave,whatiswrongwithyou.

Me:am sorry.

Her:am nyoridoesthatmakeitbetter,does

itundowhatyoudid?

Me:no

Nolwazi:yooooIknewit.

Ilana:youreallymessedupandafterthe

lasttimeeven.

AuntB:therewasalasttime?

Nolwazi:sowhoisitthistime?

Iremainedsilentandsodidallthemen,



Anitawasjustsittingwithherbaby.Thando

walkedin,ilanaandnolwazigotupand

huggedher.

Thando:okwhat'sgoingon?

Mom:Thandomychildpleasesit.

AuntB:mybabywhydidn'tyoutellmethat

thisfoolwascheatingonyou.

Thandolookedatmeannoyed.

Thando:Ididn'twanttostressyou.

Mom:youmustspeakup,lwazican'ttreat

youlikethat.

Thando:Iknowma,that'swhyIdecidedto

getadivorce.

Everyonelookedshocked.

Mom:okbabygirlIknowyou'rehurtbut

don'tmakeanyhastydecisions,areyou



sure.

Thando:yesma,thishappenedbeforeandI

keeponforgivingbutam done,Ijustwant

tofocusonmykids.

Me:okthinkaboutthekids,howwillthis

affectthis.

Thando:youshould'vethoughtaboutthat

beforeyouunzippedyourpants.Andwhat

wereyoutryingtodobyambushingme

withafamilymeeting?

Me:causeI'vetryedeverythingelseandyou

stillwon'ttalktome.

Thando;howaboutyoujustgivemewhatI

want.

Me:causeIdon'twanttoloseyou.

Thando:youalreadyhave,youshould've

thoughtaboutthatbeforesleepingwithmy



bestfriend.

Nolwazi:waitwhichone,wasitWes?

Me:no

Nolwazi:sowhowasitAnita(laughing),wait

isit?

Noonesaidanything.

Nolwazi:ohmygodwhat'swrongwiththis

family,thatisyourbrotherswife.

Me:Iknow

Mom:am sodisappointedinyou.

Nolwazi:nowonderThandowantsadivorce

thisisfuckedup.

Me:Iknowthat.

Nolwazi:thenstopsleepingwitheachother,

Godyou'reamess.

ShegotupandhuggedThandothen



stormedout.

AuntB:AnitaItreatedyoulikemyownhow

couldyoudothis?

Anita:itwasamistakeam sorry

Mom:TTyoudeservebetter.

TT:okrelaxshe'sstillmywife.

Thando:lookeveryoneIdon'twanttobe

rudebutam exhaustedsoam goingtobed.

Thedivorceishappeningandthekidswon't

beaffectedbythiscausewe'llstilllivehere

justnotasacouple.

Mom:thatcouldwork.

Thando:ithasto,okgoodnighteveryone.

Shewalkedupstairsandauntbfollowed

her.Mymom gotupandhitme.

Mom:what'swrongwithyou?



Me:am sorry

Mom:mxm Zwelilet'sgohome.

Shestormedoutanddadfollowed.Myplan

backfiredatme,nowallthewomeninmy

familyhateme.

*

*

*
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Iwastakingashowerwhileauntbwas

sittingonthebed.

Auntb:babyIknowhehurtyoubutareyou

sureaboutthis?



Me:(from thebathroom)yesauntyam sure.

Iwrappedatowelaroundmybodyandsat

nexttoher.

Her:aslongasyou'resurethenI'llsupport

youeitherway.

Me:Iknow

Auntb:yourparentsareproudofyouwere

evertheyare,you'veturnedouttobeso

mature.Ijustthinkyou'restillinlovewith

him.

Me:Ilovehim butam notsosureabout

beinginlove.

Her:aslongasyou'resure,becausehewill

moveoneventuallyandsowillyou,areyou

readyforthat?

Me:Iwillbe



Her:becareful,Iloveyoulittlegirl.

Me:Iloveyoutoo.

ShewalkedoutandIgotdressedthenslept.

Am notworkingfulltimesoIaskedWesto

stayonasthemanagerandheloves

bossingeveryonearoundespeciallyAnita,

you'dswearAnitasleptwithhishusband

butthat'swhyIlovehim somuch.Igotthe

kidsreadyforschoolthenwentbackto

sleep,Ikepttossingandturningthinking

aboutwhatauntbsaid,asmuchasam mad

athim Ican'tdenymyheartandityernsfor

lwazi.Idon'tthinkIwanttoseehim with

anyoneelse,shitnowam confused.Igotup

andtookashowerandgotdressed,maybe

itstimeIspeaktolwazi.Idrovetohiswork

andgotin.

Me:heyLisahowareyou?



Lisa;goodteewowyou'reglowing.

Me:thankyou,uhm ishein?

Lisa:IIdon'tthinkthat'sagoodideainfact

sitI'llmakeyousometea.

Me:noI'llbequick.

Shegotupandblockedhisdoor.

Me:lisamove

Lisa:pleaseteedon'tgointhere.

Ipushedherasideandopenedthedoor

onlytofindStacyandlwazigettingdressed.

Me:wow

Stacy:bossthisisnotwhatitlookslike.

Me:shutup,getthehellout.

Sheranout.

Me:lisaleaveus.



Lisa:pleaselet'sgoI'llmakeyoutea.

Me:NOW!

Sheclosedthedoor,Iwasfuming.

Me:YOU!

Lwazi:babyI

Me:Iswearifyousayyou'resorryIwillkill

you.Am suchanidiot,Iactuallythoughtthat

youmeantallthecrapyoukeptonsaying

aboutbeingsorryandlovingyou.

Lwazi:babeIdid,Ido,StacyandIdidn'thave

sex,shewantedtobutIsaidno.Imeanwe

didoncealongtimeago,Iwouldbelyingif

IsaidIdidn'tconsideritbutIdidn'tbutI've

beensostressedyoukeeponrejectingme.

Me:stressed,you'restressed?

Him:yes



Me:you'resoselfcentered,Iam carrying

yourchildrenandI'vehadtokeepmycool

witheverythingthat'sbeenhappening

becauseam afraid,afraidtohaveyet

anothermiscarriage.TheworstpartisI

havetolookatyouandherandbe

remindedofyoursickactandIcan'tyellor

hitanythingbecauseIcan'tstressbecause

IwanttokeepmybabiesalivebutI

supposeyoumustbereallystressedam

sorry.

Him:Ididn'tmeanitlikethat.

Me:you'reaboy.

Him:excuseme?

Me:youareaboy,Itriedtoturnafuckboy

intoahusband,whatanidiotright.You'rea

spoiltlittlebrat,thinkaboutitdaddygave

youyourfirstwifecauseyoucouldn'tfind



heryourselfthendaddygaveyoua

companyjustbecause,sonowthatyou

havesomethingyou'veactuallyworkedfor

youdon'tknowwhattodosoyoushitonit.

(Crying)am notperfectbutIdon'tdeserve

thisespeciallyfrom you.

Him:babyam sorryokIloveyou.

Me:THENWHYDOYOUKEEPON

BREAKINGME.THISISNOTLOVELWAZI,

THISISTOXIC.

Lisa:canyouguyspleasekeepitdownwe

haveclientsinthenextroom,Thandoyou're

bleeding.

Ilookeddown.

Me:(crying)nononoitstooearly.

Lisa:I'llcallanambulance.

Lwazi:it'llbetoolateI'lldriveyou.



Hecamecloser.

Me:DON'TYOUDARETOUCHME.

Lwazi:Lookyoucanhatemeafterbutwe

needtogotothehospital.

Hecarriedmetohiscarandputmeinthe

backanddrovetothehospitalinapanic.I

wasinsomuchpainIwasscreamingand

cursing.Wearrivedandlwazicarriedme

inside.

Lwazi:GETDOCTORCHENRIGHTNOW!

Nurse:he'sinsurgery.

Lwazi:IDON'TCARE,GETHIM NOW.

Heplacedonabedandtheywheeledme

intomyward.DoctorChencameinminutes

laterandcheckedmeout.

Doc:okthisisbadyou'reinlabour.



Me:butitstooearly.

Doc;Iknowweneedtoprepyouforsurgery.

EverythingmovedfastnextthingIknowam

inaroom withabunchofpeoplearound

me,tellingmeI'llbeok.

Doc:okam goingin.

Icouldn'tfeelanypainbuthim moving

aroundandlwaziholdingmyhandandthen

Iheardatinycry.

Doc:itsaboy

LwazikissedmyforeheadanddoctorChen

gavethenursesmybabyandtheycleaned

him up.

Doc:ohthisonedoesn'twanttocome

out,okIgotheritsagirl.

lwazi:whyissheblue?



Theydidn'tanswerhim theyputherona

tableandputthingsinhermouthandkept

pumpinghertinychest,myheartwas

breaking.

Me:what'sgoingon?

Nurse:she'sbleeding,sirIneedyoutostep

out.

LastthingIrememberislwaziarguingwith

thenursesandothersbusywithmybabies.

MyeyesweresoheavybutIopenedthem

anyway,mythroatwassodry.

Auntb:babygirlyou'reawake.

Me:water.

ShepouredmeaglassandItriedtositup

andWeshelpedmeoutandIdrank.Lwazi

wassittingonachairbythewindow

lookingdown,hiseyeswerered.Doctor



Chencameinafteracoupleofminutes.

Doc:am gladyou'refinallyawake,wealmost

lostyouthere,howareyoufeeling?

Me:sore

Doc:we'llhavetoincreaseyourdosage.

Me:mybabies.

Doc:ohyoursonisinanincubatorbuthe's

astrongliitleguyIcantakeyoutoseehim.

Me:mydaughter?

Doc:am sorrybutherheartwasalwaysa

problem andbeingprematureshedidn't

makeit.

IfeltlikesomeonetookmylungsoutI

couldn'tbreathbutIdidn'tcry,Icouldn'tcry

anymoreIwastiredoffeelingthis

helpless,thisdefeatedwhyisitalwaysme.I



maintainedmycomposure.

Me:Iwanttoseeher.

Doc:okwe'llbringyouawheelchair.

Theybroughtitandhelpedmesitand

wheeledmetoseeher.Shewassotinyand

fragile,shewaswrappedinpinkblankets.I

justheldmybabyandsattherethenIfinally

brokedown.

Me:(crying)heybabygirl,you're

beautiful,youactuallylooklikekhwezi.Am

sorryIfailedyoumyangelItried,Itriedto

keepcalm.You'resopreciousmylittlestar.

Nurse:sheneedsanameforherdeath

certificate.

Thatsentencebrokemyheart.

Me:Nkwenkwez(star)Dlamini.Mylittle

beautifulstar.



Nurse:that'sbeautiful.

Iheldherinmyarmsforawhilethengave

hertothenurseandIwaswheeledtosee

myson,lwaziwassittingandholdinghis

littlehand,hestoodupwhenhesawme.

Me:he'ssotiny,canIholdhim?

Nurse:soonhisskinisstillverysensitive.

Seeinghim withallofthosepipesall

aroundhislittlebodyjusthurt.

Nurse:name?

Ihelphistinyhandandhesqueezed.

Lwazi:heknowshismother.

Ilookedathim withsomuchanger.

Me:kwaneleDlamini.

Nurse:ok

Lwazi:ThandoI



Me:kwanele,Iwouldliketobacktomy

room.

Thenursewheeledmeout,ifIwasn'tsure

aboutthedivorcenowIam.
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Pickingupthepieceshasn'tbeeneasybut

am gettingthere,itsbeenaboutthree

monthssinceIgotdischargedandtoday

am finallybringingkwanelehome.

Luvuyo:mommycanweplaysoccerwith

him?

Me:notyetbabybutyouwilloneday.



Luyolo:why?

Me:he'sstillverysmall,butyoucanhelp

mommywithchanginghisdiaperandstuff.

Twins:euhww

Ilaughedatthem ,wedroveinsilence.

Vuyo:whyisdaddynotcomingwithus?

Me:welldaddyhastowork.

Khwezi:that'salie,daddidsomethingbad.

Me:whotoldyouthat?

Khwezi:Iheardgramaandauntdanitalk

aboutwhatdaddydid,Ihatehim.

WearrivedatthehospitalandIpulled

khweziaside.

Me:heybabygirlwhywouldyousaythat.

Her:becauseofhim wecan'tbeafamily

anymore.



Me:we'llalwaysbeafamily,itsjustthat

sometimesadultsarenotmeanttobe

togetherbutyourdadandIloveyouguys

somuchandnothingwillchange.

Her:ok

IheldherhandandwegotinsideandItook

kwanelefrom thenurse,he'swaybigger

thanwhenhewasborn.Weallwalkedout

andIputhim inhiscarseat.

Me:everyonebuckledup?

Them:yes

Me:okMcDonald's?

Them:yes

WedrovetoMcDonald'sandgot

takeaways,theyallatewhileIwasdriving.If

youtoldmewhenIwassixteenIwouldbe

drivingaminivanwithmyfivekidsinmy



earlythirtiesIwouldsayyou'relying.WhenI

arrivedathomeInoticedabunchofcars

outside.Wegotoutandgotinsideand

everyonewasthereandtheyallattacked

mewithhugsandkisses.

Dani:ohmygodhe'ssocute.

Me:thanks

Theywerealljustthereaskingme

questions,kissingmybabycongratulating

meandIjustfeltabitoverwhelmed,while

holdingkwaneleIwentupstairs.Iput

kwaneledownandwashedmyfacewith

coldwater,someoneknocked.Iexhaled.

Me:comein

ItwasWes.

Wes:heydarlingareyouok?

Me:yepwhyareyouasking?



Wes:okyou'relying,youpracticallyran

awayfrom everyone.

Me:(sigh)itsjustIshouldbebringingtwo

babieshomeinsteadIhadtoburymylittle

girl.IknowtheDlaminisareaverytight

familybutsometimesIneedtobreath,its

beennicejustbeingwithmykidsthelast

coupleofmonthsIwasjustnotreadyforall

ofthat.

Wes:am sorrythatwasmydumbidea,I

wantedtocheeryouupbutIshould've

knownitstoosoon,am suchanidiot.

Me:noyou'renot

Ihandedhim asleepingkwanele.

Me:rightnowbesidesmykidsyou'rethe

onlypersonItrust,sothankyoufortryingto

cheermeupthat'swhyIloveyou.



Wes:ifonlyIwasstraightwewouldbe

together.

Me:(laughing)ifonlymyfriend.g

Wes:I'llgetridofthem,loveyou.

Me:loveyoumore.

*

Oneyearlater.

*

Thingsareactuallygreat,thekidsare

growing,abittoofastinmyopinionbutI

lovethem,am workingfulltimeandam

eventhinkingaboutopeningathird

restaurant.LwaziandIarestillmarriedbut

separated,Iboughtahouseacrossthe

streetsothekidscouldbeclosertohim,it

wasgettinghardtolivewithhim becauseof

ourfeelingsforeachothersothissolution



worksforeveryone.

Melody:bossLadywehaveaproblem.

Me:whatnow?

Her:thatfoodcriticguyisback.

Me:shitwhy?

Sheshrugged.Letitbeknownwedon't

knowifhe'sreallyacriticornotbuthe

comeshereonceaweekandordersthe

samething.Iwalkedtohistablewiththe

biggestfakesmileever.

Me:goodafternoonsirhowareyou

enjoyingeverythingsofar?

Him:themeatballsareabitdry.

Myfakesmiledisappeared.

Me:dry?

Him:yes



Me:letmefixthatforyou.

Itookhisplateawayandmadeitmyself

andgaveittohim.

Me:so?

Him:thisisverydifferent,itsjuicyandwell

cooked.

Me:thankyou.

Him:youlookwaymorebeautifulwhen

you'renotfakingyoursmile,thiswasgreat.

Hegotupandpaidhisbillandleft.

Melody:ohmygod

Me:what?

Her:heleftahundredpercenttip.

Me:wow

Mel:hemustbeveryimpressedwithyour

meatballs(shewinked)



Me:mxm you'retooforward.

Her:helikesyou,thewayhelooksat

you,yooobossLadyIwouldgothereifI

wereyou.

Ismiledtomyself,

Me:butevenifIlikedhim whowouldgofor

amotheroffivethat'stechnicallystill

married?

Her:uhm bosshaveyouseenhowhotyou

are,he'dbeluckytoevenhaveyouspiton

him.

Me:siesmel,itssillyanyway.

Iwalkedtomyofficeandsatthere,Ican't

thinkaboutdatingmylifeiscomplicatedas

is,butIhaven'tbeenlayedinalmosttwo

yearsnow,myfairywillturnintodustsoon.
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Lwazi'sPOV

*

*

*

Mylifehasbeensuperhecticlately,Iwasn't

happywiththeideaofThandomovingout

butwhenshesaidshe'smovingacrossthe

streetIsaidok,atleastIseethekids

everydayandwe'rekindaonspeaking

terms.Grantedweonlyspeakaboutthe

kids.

TT:wehaveaproblem.

Me:what'sup?

TT:someoneissellingonourturf.

Me:sojustgetridofthem.

TT:Ican't,theyareconnectedtothecops.



Me:soarewe.

TT:rememberwhenyougotarrested?

Me:jahowcoulduforget.

TT:wellthedetectivethatinvestigatedyou.

Me:theonewegotfired?

TT:yep,wordonthestreethewasMr

Blackslonglostsonandhe'srunninghis

dad'sempire.

Me:IthoughtwegotridoftheBlack's,thisis

bad.

TT:andhehasmorepullthananyonesowe

can'tmove.

Me:weneedtoorderahitonhim butlet's

makesureit'snotconnectedtous

somehow.

TT:thatwon'tbeeasy.everyonefearshim



soifwehavetokillhim wehavetodoit

ourselves.

Me:oksowhatdoweknowabouthim other

thanthefactthathe'saformercop.doeshe

haveawife,kids?

TT:nopehe'ssingle.

Me:okthisshouldbeacleanjob.

Stacycameinwithatrayoffood.

Me:didn'tItellyoutoneverdisturbme

especiallyifIhaveguests.

Stacy:Ijustthoughtmaybeyoumightbe

hungry

Me:evenifIwasIwouldn'teatyourfood,we

bothknowyoucan'tcook.

TTlaughedandStacyranoutcrying.

TT:soshelivesherenow?



Me:hellnoIcalledherupforabootycall

andsheneverleft.

TT:whenwasthat?

Me:fourmonthsago,nowshewalking

aroundlikeshe'smywife,Ialreadyhavea

wife.

TT:doyou?

Me:Imeanja.we'rejusttakingabreaktodo

whatwewant,ThandoandIagreedto

moveonaslongaswedon'tinvolvethe

kids.

TT:soifThandomovedonyou'dbeokwith

that?

Me:jaImeanifthatpersonmakesher

happy.

TT:(laughs)you'reonlysayingthatbecause

shehasn'tmovedonbutI'llaskagainwhen



sheis.

Me:jawhateverbesidesThandoisnot

lookingforarelationship,she'sfocusingon

thekidsandwork.

TT:haveyouseenThandolately,almost

everyguyIknowwhat'stotakeherout.So

whileyou'restillplayinggameswithStacy

overhereanothermanwillmakeyourwife

veryhappy.IhavetogoAnitaisprobably

worriedaboutme.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*



*

I'vebeenworkinglikeamaniaclatelyand

mysterymankeepsonbuyingmeflowers

everyday.

Me:Melwhyareweclosedthisearly?

Mel:wellaspecialclientreserveditforthe

wholenightandtheyrequestedyoutocook

forthem.

Me:me?

Mel:yep

Me:urggreat.

Iwenttomyofficeandcalledlwazi.

Him:Thandowhat'sup?

Me:lookcanthekidssleepoveratyour

house.

Him:why?



Me:causeyou'retheirfatherandIhaveto

worklate.

Him:whycan'tyouaskma-roseIalsohave

towork.

Me:youknowma-roseissick.stopbeinga

divaandjustdoit.

Ihungupandwenttothekitchenand

cooked,onlyMelandtwootherwaitersleft.

Mel:uhm bossyourpresenceisrequested

Me:urgwhyam alreadycookinglikeaslave.

Mel:justcome.

Melkepttryingtofixmeupandpushingmy

boobsout.

Me:whatinhellareyoudoing?

Mel:comeonIwantyoutolookniceforour

guest.



Me:mxm

Igotoutanditactuallylookednice,hegot

upwhenhesawme.

Me:ohitsyou,sowhowillyoubediningwith

thisevening?

Him:themostbeautifulwomanI'veever

seen,you.

Me:me?

Him:yesnowpleasesit.

HeopenedachairformeandIsatdown.

Me:sowhat'sthisabout,don'ttellmethisis

aboutmymeatballs.

Helaughedabit,ohGodthatsmile.

Him:Iwilladmityourmeatballsarethebest

butIfiguredtherosesweren'tworkingso

am comingtoyoulikeaman.



Me;bymakingmecookforyou?

Him:we'vealreadyestablishedthatyour

meatbalssarethebest.

Me:that'strue,butyoushouldstopsending

meroseseveryday,mydaughterisallergic

Him:ohmygodam sosorry.

Me:am justkidding.

Him:ohwellplayed,notonlybeautifulbut

hasagreatsenseofhumorwhoeveris

marriedtoyouislucky.

Me:toobadhedidn'trealisethat.

Him:you'resingle?

Me:yescomplicatedbutverysingle,you?

Him:am hopingtobetakensoon.

Iblushed,wecontinuedchattingthewhole

nightandfinallyitwastimetogohome.



Him;canIgiveyoualift?

Me:noI'lldrive,thiswasnice.

Him;timeforaseconddate.

Me:uhm thiswasnotadate,Icooked.

Him:okwhatareyoudoingtomorrow?

Me:dependswhyareyouasking?

Him:maybeIwanttotakeyououtona

properdate.

Me:okthenseeyoutomorrow,wejust

spentthewholenighttogetherandIdon't

evenknowyourname.

Him:Jacobandyou're?

Me:Meluthandobuteveryonecallsme

Thando.

Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Him:nicespendingtimewithyouThando,I



can'twaittospendmoretimewithyou.

Me:jasamehere.

Heheldmywaistandpulledmecloser,I

couldn'tthink,helookedmeinmyeyesand

movedcloser,Iletthemomentcarrymeand

Iclosedmyeyes,andhekissedmyforehead.

Him:goodnight.

Me:(coughing)jagoodnight

HegotinhiscarandIgotinmineandhit

myheadonmysteeringwheel.

Me:thatwassoembarrassing.

HeknockedonmywindowandIgot

startledandrolledmywindowdown.

Him:(withahugesmileonhisface)you

forgotyourbag.

Me:ohthankyou.



Him:goodnightThando.

Me:nightJacob

HewalkedawayandIdroveoffbeforeI

couldembrassmyselfevenfurther.
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*

*

Guessam ondaddydutytonight,luckly

kwaneleisalreadyfastasleepsoandthe

twinsareplayingupstairs,Ayaisforever

eatingnowam leftwithkhwezi.Imust

admitIfeelabitawkwardaroundher

sometimesespeciallysinceThandomoved

out,Ifeellikekhwezipickedhermom'sside



andtheboysdon'tcare,shewasbusyon

herphonethewholetime.

Me:soyoutext?

Her:Ihaveaphone.

Foratenyearoldshesuredoeshavean

attitude,getsthatfrom Thando.

Me:who'reyoutexting?

Her:urgmyfriends,whyaren'tyoubugging

theboys.

Me:what'swiththeattitudelately?

Her:itsjust(sigh)daddoyoustilllovemom?

Thatcaughtmeoffguard

Me:yesI'llalwaysloveyourmotherwhyare

youasking?

Her:thenwhyaren'tyoubacktogether!?

Me:Iwantherbackbutam givingher



space,adultslikespace.

Her:adultssoundstupid.

Me:wecanbesometimes.

Her:am justsickofthis,whydowehaveto

liveintwohousesandpretendinglikeits

normal,Ijustwantusbacktogetherasa

family.

Stacygamepossiblyattheworsttime.

Stacy:Iboughtpizza

Theboysgrabbedtheboxesawayfrom her

andranupstairs.

Stacy:notevenathankyou,ohhighyou

mustbekhwezi.

Khwezi;reallydad,shelookslikeshe'smy

age,you'llnevergetmom back.

Sheranupstairsintears.



Stacy:brat!

Me:whatdoyouwantStacy?.

Her:ImissedyousomuchIhadtocome

back.

Me:stopcomingbackIdon'twantyou

here,goaway

Her:Igetityou'reupsetsoI'llgiveyoua

momenttothinksoI'llsleepdownstairs

tonight.

Me:noyou'llsleepoutside,whyareyoueven

hereStacydon'tyouhaveahome.

Her:youknowIhadtoquitmyjob,goodnight

baby.

Shekissedmeandwalkedaway.Iwent

upstairsandtookashowerandslept,I

wokeupthenextmorningandtriedtomake

breakfast.



Khwezi:dadthisisburnt.

Vuyo:IwantMommy'spancakes.

Aya:jathissucks

Stacy:goodmorningeveryone.

Khwezi:urg,am textingmom.

Me:comeonI'lltakeyoutoMcDonald's

Khwezi:guysmom saidshemadebreakfast,

let'sgo.

TheygotupandwalledoutandIpicked

kwaneleupandfollowedthem.

Stacy:wereareyougoing?

Iignoredherandwewalkedout,Thando

wasinthekitchenmakingeggswhile

singing,shelookedhappy.

Thando:heyguysgosit.I'lltakethislittle

guy,youmustbehungry.



Shetickledkwaneleandhelaughed,she

placedhim inhishighchairanddishedup

forthekids.

Me:sooowhat'supwiththeroses?

Thando:huh!?

Me:nevermind,byekids.

Thando:ohbeforeIforgetyouhaveto

babysitagaintonight.

Me:whatwhy?

Thando:Ihaveplans,justsayyouwill.

Me:fine

Shesatwiththekidsandate.

*

*

*



Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

AfterbreakfastIdrovethekidstoschool

andmademywaytowork.WhenIwalked

inmyofficetherewasaseeofredroses

andanotefrom Jacob,Inoticedabigboss

Iopenedit,itwasabeautifullongred

dress,andanotethatread'Ihopeitfits'.I

lockedmydoorandworeit,itfitlikea

glove,Igotdisturbedbymelodyknockingso

Iopenedthedoor.

Mel:damnbossladyyoulooklikefire.

Me:thanksJacobboughtit.

Mel:really,itsfitsperfectly.



Me:Iknowit'sforourdatetonight.

Mel:alreadywow,Itoldhelikesyou,letme

fixyourhairandmakeup.

Me:whataboutwork?

Mel:itsaslowday,besidesyou'retheboss.

Shecamebackwithherbackanddidmy

makeupthenmyhair,oneofmywaiters

camein.

Her:wow,uhm bossthere'salimooutfront

anditsforyou.

Me;OK

Iwalkedoutandtheywhistled,Igotinand

thelimostoppedattheairport.

Me:wheream Igoing.

Thedriversmiled.

Him:you'llsee.



HeopenedmydoorandIgotoutandJacob

waswaitingbythejet,hewalkedoverand

kissedmyhand.

Jacob:wowyou'rebeautiful,you'remore

thanthat,youweremadebygodhimself.

Me:wowthankyou,sowerearewegoing.

Him:Jo'burg,Ihavethisrestaurant,let'sgo.

Wegotinandarrived,wehaddinnerovera

lightconversation,Ihadbutterfliesin

stomachthewholetime,afterthatweflew

backtocapetown.Theydrovetomy

restaurant,heopenedthedoorforme.

Me:talkaboutfirstdates.

Him:Ihopeyouenjoyedyourself.

Me:morethanenjoyedmyself,thankyou

foragreatnight.



Him:nothankyou,I'veneverfeltlikethis

aboutanyonesoquicklybutyoumakeme

feelthings.

Iblushedandlookeddown,heusedafinger

topickmyfaceupandlookeddeepinmy

eyesandkissedme,Ilostmybreathitwas

thatgreat.

Me:wow

Him:IhopeI'llseeyousoon.

Me:metoo.

HekissedonelasttimeandheleftandI

drovehome.

*

It'sbeenaboutamonthofpureblisswith

Jacobbuttonightam spendingtimewith

myfriends,justliquorandsnacksinourPJs.



Ilana:IwishAnitawashere.

Wes:ohmygodthereyougoruiningthe

mood.

Ilana:itsjustweareafamilyandyouguys

werebestfriends,whenwillyoustophating

her.?

Me:Idon'thateAnita,Ijustloveherfrom

afar.

Wes:andthat'swhereyoukeepthedevil.

Me:IstillloveherbutIneedtimetoget

backtowhatwewere.

Dani:okenoughwiththedepressingtopic,I

heardyou'vebeenseeingsomeone.

Me:melodywithherbigmouth.

Wes:whoisit?

Me:Jacob



Dani:sodoyoulikehim?

Me:yesverymuch.

Wes:yousureyou'reoveryourhusband?

Me:IlikehowJacobmakesmefeel.

Wes:youdidn'tanswerme,doyoustilllove

lwazi?

Me:I'llalwayslovelwazi,he'smyfirstinso

manyways,besideshe'sthefatherofmy

kidsbutbeingwithlwaziisexhaustingand

Jacobmakesiteasytolovehim andIfeel

likethat'showloveshouldbe,simple.
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Wehaven'tfoundtheperfecttimetotake

outBlackbutwewillsoon,TTcameinmy

officewithahugegrinonhisface.

Me:tellmethatsmilecomeswithgood

news

TT:itdoes,rememberwhenIsaidIwas

workingonaplantogetclosetoBlack?

Me:ja

TT:Ifinallyhaveamoleontheinside,he's

Black'sdriver.

Me:sowhatdoeshesay?

TT:allhecantellusiswhenandwhere

Blackwillbe,sowhenwe'rereadyhe'lltell

us.

Me:howdoyouknowhe'snotlyingtoyou?

TT:havealittlefaithbesidesIhavehis



familywatched24hoursincasehedoes

somethingstupid.Soweshouldprobably

striketonight.

Me:urgIcan'tam babysittingtonight.

TT:youseem tobebabysittingalotlately

what'sup?

Me:Thandoseemstobeextrabusylately

soam alwaysondaddyduty.

TT:yousureshe'snotseeingsomeone?

Me:nowayshe'stoobusyforthat.

TT:ifyousayso,IthinkIshouldhandle

blackmyself.

Me:ok

HewalkedoutandIjustthoughtabout

whatTTsaid,isitpossiblethatThandohas

movedon,nowayshestilllovesme,right.



Khwezi:dadwe'rehere.

Isnappedoutofmythoughtsandwalked

outofmyoffice.

Me:heyguys.

Thandolookedstunning.

Me:whereareyougoing?

Thando:lasttimeIcheckedmyfather

died,thekidsalreadyatejustmakesureyou

putkwaneledownforhisnapin30

minutes,ohandmakesureeveryoneis

sleepingbynine.

Shekissedthekidsandwalkedout,I

followedher.

Me:am seriouswhereareyougoing?

Thando:youdon'tgettoquestionme.

ShegotinhercarandIgrabbedherkeys.



Me:nowdoyouwanttotalknow?

Her:don'tfuckwithmelwazigivememy

keys.

Me:nowhereareyougoing?

Her:itsnonofyourbusiness,givememy

damnkeys.

Me:notuntilyoutellme.

Her:Iam nottellingyoushit,you'replaying

housewiththesamebitchthatusedto

workformeandpracticallysentmeinto

earlylabourandyoudon'thearme

complaining,sowhatIdodoesnotinvolve

you.Sogivememykeys.

Igavethem toherandshedroveoffandI

walkedbackinside.

Khwezi:shelikeshim youknow.



Me:who

Khwezi:herboyfriend,shedoesn'ttalkabout

him butshe'shappy,she'salwayssmiling.

Aya:that'strueIseeittoo.

Itookkwaneleandputhim tosleepand

wentbackdownstairsandorderedsome

pizzaandweatewhilewatchingamovie,

untilStacyruinedeverything.

Stacy:room foronemore?

Khwezi:am goingtosleep.

Boys:ja

TheyallgotupandleftandStacysnuggled.

ThisgirlisapsychobutifThandowantsto

moveonsocanI.

Me:let'sgoupstairsbutpleasedon'tspeak.

*



*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Nxaalwazicanbesuchanasssometimes.

IparkedattherestaurantandJacobcame

topickmeup.

Jacob:heywhyareyousoangry?

Me:itsjustmyex,he'ssoannoying,imagine

hecheatsonmebuthethinkshecan

questionme.

Him:let'snotspeakabouthim,tonightis

aboutus.

Me:am sorry.



Hetookmyhandandkissedit.

Him:let'sjustenjoyourselves

Me:ok

Wearrivedatthisrestaurantitwasso

nice,itwasdecoratedwithrosepedalsand

candles.

Me:thisisamazing.

Him:likeyou.

HeopenedachairformeandIsatdown.

Me:sodoallourdatesaregoingtobelike

this?

Him:Ipromisetokeepthesparkalive

foreveraslongaswe'retogether.

Me:you'resoperfecttellmethere'hastobe

somethingwrongwithyou.

Him:IfeellikeI'vebeenlyingtoyou



Me:what'swrong,don'ttellmeyou'recrazy.

Him:noitsnotthat,itsjust(sigh)Iwasacop

untilIlostmyjobthat'sastoryforanother

day,butthenmyestrangedfatherdieda

coupleyearsagoandleftmehisempire.

Me:(sigh)okisthatall?

Him:noheownedacocainebusinessand

I'vebeenrunningit,IswearIdon'tevenlike

itbutIjustdoit.andbeforeImetyouI

basicallythoughtIhasnothingtolosesoI

didit,butnowam fallinginlovewithyou

Thando.SoIwanttoquitsellingdrugsans

marryyou.

Hegotonhiskneesandgotoutthebiggest

ringI'veeverseen.

Me:waitgetup.

Helookeddisappointed.



Me:Ilikeyoujacobam actuallyalsofalling

foryoubutyoujustdroppedatonofbricks

onmyheadandIneedtocatchmybreath.

Soyou'readrugdealer.

Him:yesbutIneverlikeditanywaysoI

wantedtoquitanywaysoyougavemea

greatreasontofinallydoit.

Me:ok,IcansurprisinglygetoverthatbutI

can'tmarryyouespeciallybecauseam still

technicallymarried.

Him:okbutIwantyoutokeepthering

anyway.

Me:ok

Wetalkedandtookawalkalongthebeach.

Wegotinhislimo.

Him:timetogohome,Ijustdon'twantthis

nighttoend.



Me;itdoesn'thaveto,am ready.

Him:you'resurecauseIdon'twanttorush.

Me:we'vebeendatingformonthsandwe're

adultssowhynot.

Him:wecanspendthenighttogetherbutI

stillwanttowait,Iwantittobespecial,you

probablythinkam anidiot.

Me:nope,ifanythingitmakesmeloveyou

more,drivertakeushome.

Hedroveaswewerekissingliketeenagers

inthebackseat,hestoppedoutsidethe

gate.

Driver:am sorrysirbutIhavetoquicklyget

homemywifeneedsme,soIcan'tgetin.

Jacob:that'sOKHenderson.

Jacobgotoutandopenedmydooraswe



werewalkingtothegateablackcarpassed

andfiredshotsandJacobcoveredme.By

thetimehissecuritygotoutandstarted

shootingthecarwasgone.Jacobwas

layingontopofmeandoneofhisguards

gothim offandcheckedhispulseand

lookedattheotherguardandshookhis

head.

Me:noJacobpleasewakeup.

Iwasshakinghim withtearsdownmyface

buthewasdead.

Everythingjustmovedsofastthepolice

werethereinnotime,theykeptaskingme

questionsandIwouldanswerbutIwasstill

inshock.ThenIoverheadaconversation

betweensomeguys.

Guy:itmustbethoseDlaminidogs



Guy2:weneedtogetridofthem onceand

all,theythinktheyrunthiscity.

Guy1:jaawariscomingandtheywon't

seeitcoming.

Igotsofrightenedbutdidn'twanttoshowit.

Me:canIgohomenow?

Detective:ofcourseshouldwedriveyou?

Me:justtomyrestaurant.

TheydidandIdrovehomelikeamaniac,all

Icouldthinkaboutwasmykids.Iopened

lwazi'sdoorsinceIstillhavethekeysand

wokethekidsup.Lwazicameoutofhis

room stillsleepy.

Him:what'sgoingonandwhydoyouhave

bloodalloveryou,whodidyoukillnow?

Me:there'snotimeforjokeslwaziweneed



togo,weareunderattack.

Him:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:IwasonadatewithJacobthenwhen

weweregettingbacktohishousesomeone

shothim,andnowhe'sdeadandIheard

someguyssayingthey'regoingtokillthe

Dlaminis.

Him:waitdidyoujustsayJacob?

Me:yesareyouevenlisteningtome.

Him:youaretellingmeyou'vebeendating

Jacobblackthiswholetime.

Me:I'vebeendatingaJacob,waitdidyou

sayBlackasinlikeAlfredBlack?

Him:yes,TTwenttotakehim outtonight.

Me:soyoucould'vehadmekilled?

Him:Iaskedyouaboutwhereyouwere



goingandyoudidn'twanttotellme

remember?

Me:ICOULD'VEDIEDTONIGHT.

Stacycameoutofthebedroom.

Stacy:ohmygodwhat'supwithallthe

noise,ohheyThando.

Me:reallylwazi,mybedroom?

Lwazi:youalsomovedon.

Me:mxm whateverjustcalleveryonein

yourfamily,itstimetoleavecapetown.

Him:I'llstartwithTT

Me:I'llcallyourmom.

Stacy:oharewegoingonvacation!?

Me:notwithyourdumbass.

Iranacrossthestreetandpackedallthe

kidsclothesandmine.
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Everyonegatheredinlwazi'shouse.

MrDlamini:what'sthisabout?

Nolwazi:jayouwokemeupfrom mybeauty

sleepthisbetterbegood.

Lwazi:weneedtoleavecapetownasap.

Mrsd:why?

TT:notimetoexplainweneedtogo.

Lwazi:theDlaminisareunderattack

Sasha:we'renotDlaminissowhyarewe

here?



Lwazi:yourfatherispracticallyfamilyso

theymighthurtyouguystoproveapoint.

MrD;wearetheDlaminiswedon'trun.

Thando:youknowwhaty'allcouldstay,am

takingmykidsandam leaving.

TT:okeveryonecalm down,generalwe're

notrunningbutwedon'thaveenough

soldiershereandwe'renotpreparedso

maybeitsbestwegojusttoregroup.

MrsD:okthenlet'sgo.

Lizzy:whataboutvarsityandmyboyfriend.

Thando:am goingtosaythisonemore

time,youcanstayhereanddieorleaveand

live.

TT:let'smakethisfast,everyonedropyour

phones,laptopsandtabletshere.



Khwezi:myphone

Thando:now

Everyonedidastheyweretold,Stacycame

downstairsgraggingherbags.

Stacy:am ready.

Thando:you'vegottobekiddingme.

MrsD;andthenwhoareyou?

Thando:thatwouldbelwazi'scurrent

squeeze.

Lwazi:Stacywhatareyoudoing?

Stacy:comingwithyousilly.

MrsD:laskagainwhoisthis?

Stacy:himaam Stacy.

MrsDlaminijustlookedather.

MrD:Idon'tcarewhoyouaregirlyyoucan't



comewithus,you'renotapartofthisfamily.

Stacy:lwazi!Saysomething.

Lwazi:youcan'tcomewithus.

Stacy:buteveryoneknowsam datingyou

soam Inotindanger?

TT:Ihatetoadmititbutshehasapointshe

hastocomewithus.

Thando:mxm let'sgokids.

Nolwazi:didyoureallyseparatefrom

Thandosoyoucandatechildren,you'rea

dissapointment.

Everyonewalkedoutandgotintheircars.

Stacy;they'llwarm uptome.

Lwazi:notheywon't.

HewalkedoutandStacyfollowedandthey

alldrovetotheairportandgotinthejets



andmadetheirwaytotheisland.Thewhole

familyincludingWesandStacyweregoing

totheisland.Theallarrivedthefollowing

morning.

Wes:ohmyGodthisisthebestholiday

ever,thisplaceisfabulous.

Anita:youknowthisisnotaholidayright,we

areinhiding.

Wes:am sorrysincewhendowespeak.

Thando:thisisgoingtobetiring.

Christina:Thando,Imeanmadam.

Sheattackedherwithahug.

Chris:wherearethebabies.

Everyonegotabittense.

Thando:thisiskwanelehistwindidn'tmake

it.Andthat'skhwezi,Aya,luyolo,luvuyo



MrsD:okchristinatakethekidstotheir

villa.

Chris:yesmam,comeonbabieslet'sgo.

MrsD:okSteveandDanithisisyourroom

key,lwandoandllanahere'syours,TTand

anitaandlwaziandthando.Busiandma-

rosewillstayintheotherhousewiththe

kidsandLizzyandSashathenWesthisis

yourkey.

Stacy:whataboutme?

MrsD:ohsweetieanimalssleepoutside.

Everyoneburstoutlaughing.

Thando:WesandIcansharearoom then

lwaziandhisgirlfriendcanbetogether.

Let'sgoWes.

Wes:butIhadasuite.



Thando:let'sgo.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Iwentupstairsandtookashowerthen

climbedinbed,Wessleptonthecouch.I

wokeupthenextmorningIwokeup

refreshedwhileWeswassnoringonthe

couch.Itookaquickshowerthenwore

shorts,tanktopwithsandalsandtiedmy

hairinamessybunthenwokeWes.

Wes;noam stilldreamingaboutTT.



Me:getuplet'sgoandhavebreakfast.

Wes:mypoorback.

Me:(laughing)Itoldyouwecanshareabed

andyousaidno.

Wes:yhooyouwantedlwazitokillmefor

violatinghiswife.

Me:mxm don'truinmymood.I'llwaitfor

youdownstairs.

Ileftandalmosteveryonewassittinginthe

kitcheneating,lwazigotupfrom thecouch.

Me:andthendidyousleephere?

Lwazi;yep.anditfeelslikethesecouches

aregettingsmall.

Me:that'swhywehavebeds.

Lwazi:am goingforajog.

TT:letmejoinyou.



Lwando:youcancountmein.

Theyallleft.

MrsD:Nanahere'syourplate,am goingto

goandwakeupmyman.

Sheleftandnowitwasdani,ilana,Anita,

Sasha.Lizzy,nolwaziandIsittingtogether.

Anita:uhm Danicanyoupassmethesalt?

Dani:you'reclosertoThando.

Ijusttookthesaltandhandeditto

her,Stacycamedownstairswearinglwazi's

shirtwithshorts,shepouredherselfsome

coffee.

Stacy:anyoneseenmyman?

Nolwazi:youmeanThando'shusbandright.

Me:nothat'shermaneveryone.

Stacy;yooolastnightweworkedupasweat.



Wealllookedateachotherthenlaughedat

herandsheranoutcrying.

Dani:whoisshetryingtofoolwecanall

seethatlwaziisnotintoher.

Nolwazi:andThandowhat'supwith

that_you'regettingsoft.

Me:am notgettingsoftbutI'vedecided

thatyourbrotherisnotworthfightingfor.

Letmegoandseemykids.

Dani:jaImissmyminetoo.

*

*

*

Lwazi'sPOV

*

*



*

TheguysandIwerejoggingalongthe

beach.

Lwando:OKyouguyswin

Hecollapsedonthesandandweallsat

down.

Lwando;whatwereyouthinkingwiththat

Stacygirl?

Me:don'tgotherebro.

TT:(laughing)that'swhatyougetfor

sleepingwithteens.

Steve:didn'tIteachyouanything,varsity

girlsareanonomostofthem areclingy.

TT:speakofthedevil.

Theygotupandwalkedawaylaughing,

Stacyapproachedmeintears.



Me:ohGodwhatnow?

Stacy:(crying)theyalllaughedatme,Ithink

youshouldtalktoThandosheclearly

doesn'tlikethefactthatam here.

Me:Idon'tlikethefactthatyouhereeither.

Stacy;comeonlwazi,theresheis.

Shegrabbedmyhandanddraggedme

towardsdaniandthando.

Dani:letmeleaveyouguys.

Thando:ohpleasedon'tleavemewith

popayandspinach.

Stacy:lwazisaysomething.

Lwazi:(sigh)thandoam sorrythatStacyis

here.

Thando:that'sit,causeIwanttoseemykids

now.



Stacy:andIknowmyrelationshipwithlwazi

mightbedifficultforyoubutweloveeach

other.

Me:nowedon't

Stacy:Ijustwantustogetalongespecially

sinceI'llalsobethekidssecondmother.

IsawThandoswitch,IknewStacyhita

nerve.Thandomovedclosertoherfaceand

stacymovedbackabit.

Thando:nowyoulistentomelittlegirlyou

canscrewhim allyouwantbutifyouever

invilvemykidsinyournonsenseIwillkill

you.

Shewalkedaway.

Stacy;lwaziareyougoingtolethertalkto

melikethat?

Me:shutupStacy.



IranafterThando.

Me:heyteeam sorryabouther.

Thando:(crying)enough,doyoulikeseeing

melikethis?

Me:ofcourse.not

Her:Icandealwithalotbutthatlittletramp

ispushingmeovertheedge,thisiswhere

wewereforourhoneymoonandnowIhave

towatchyouwithher,youknowwhatjust

stayawayfrom me.

Shewalkedaway,Ihaven'tseenThando

thisvulnerableinawhile,Ihavetohandle

Stacy.

[07/15,19:29]R:Insert94
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*
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WatchingThandocrybrokemyheart,am

tiredoftreatingthatgirllikethat.

Stacy:sowhatdidyousaytoher,didyoutell

hertobackoff.

Iinstantlygotannoyed,Iplasteredafake

smileandkissedheronthecheek.

Me:ofcoursenowIhaveasurpriseforyou.

Stacy:really?

Me:yespumpkinlet'sgo.

Stacy:letmejustchange.

Me:noneedforthatyou'reperfect.

Icoveredhereyesandwegotonaboatand

arrivedontheothersideoftheisland.We

gotoutandwentinside.



Stacy:wherearewegoing?

Me:wearehere.

Iuncoveredhereyes,shelookedaround

confused.

Stacy:what'sthis?

Me:yournewhome.

Stacy:whatareyoutalkingabout?

Me:I'vebeentryingtobenicetoyouand

breakingupwithyouthenicewaybutyou

refuseinsteadyouinsertyourselfinmylife

eventhoughIclearlydon'twantyouaround.

Stacy:okbabejokesoverlet'sgo.

Me:(laughing)youthinkam joking,Idon't

jokebabydoll.Seebackinthedaythisis

wherewe'dkeepprisoners,nowitsyournew

home.



Stacy:whyareyoudoingthis,isitthatbitch

Thando.

Me:shutup,stop.

Stacy:okIgetityou'redonewithmebut

am pregnant.

Me:you'relyingorifyouareitsnotmine,I

hadavasectomyayearago.

Stacy:fineam lyingbutyoucan'tkeepme

hereitsadump.

Me:noit'snot,youcansoffoodthatwilllast

youalifetime,youhaveabed,TVheyyou

evenhaveaviewoftheocean.

Iwalkedoutandlockedthegate.

Me:you'llstayhereuntilweleave.

Stacy:lwaziopenthisfuckinggate,lwazi!

Godyou'reanassholeyouknowthat.Lwazi!



Lwazi!Lwazi!

Iwalkedoutandmademywaybackhome

andtookashower.Mom knockedonmy

doorwhileIwassleeping.

Mom:lwaziwakeupit'sdinnertime.

Me:ok

Iwalkedoutandmademywaydownstairs,

everyonewasalreadysittingandtheonly

chairleftwasnexttoThando,Icouldn'thide

myexcitementbutshelookedannoyed.I

satdownandshesmelledamazing,weall

ateoveralightconversation.Ileanedover.

Me:(whispering)IgotridofStacy.

Thando:so?

Me:noitsnothingIjustthought

Thando:what,behappy,pleaseyoudidn'tdo



thatforme,youdidthatforyourself.

Shegotupandwalkedout.

Wes:whatdidyoudonow?

Hegotupandwalkedout,ilana,Daniand

nolwazifollowed.

Mom:anitaaren'tyoufollowing?

Anita:Idon'tthinktheywantmeto.

Mom:youhavetoatleaattry.

Anitagotupandfollowedthem.

Mom:youannoymewena.

Shegotupandcleanedup.

TT:Ihavenews,badnews.Ourhouses

wereblownup.

Me;what!

TT:goodthingweescapedwhenwedid,



butsomegoodnewsthey'vebeencaught.

Dad:allofthem?

TT:jaturnsoutBlackwantedtoquitthe

business.

Me:oh

TT:jawecould'vehadthewholecity

withouthavingtokillhim,whetherhelikedit

ornothewasacoptohiscore.welost

somemanbutatleastthewarisoverwe

cangohome.

Dad:IhatetosaythisbutlwaziandTTyou

boysscrewedup,therewasnoneedtokill

Black,backinthedaywewouldnegotiate

withoutlettingitgetthatfar,youyoungboys

aresoimpulsive,justbecauseyouhavea

gundoesn'tmeanyouhavetouseit.Am

verydissapointed



Hegotupandwalkedaway,Thandowill

neverforgivemenowespeciallyknowingI

killedherboyfriend.

*

*

*
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*

*
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Isatoutsidearoundthefirepitandwatched

thewaves.Wesandthegirlsjoinedme.

Dani:youok?

Me:janotreally.

Anita:Iknowyouguysdon'twantme

here,actuallyI'lljustgobackinside.



Me:noyoucansit.

Shedid.

Ilana:whenareyouguysgoingtofixthis?

Anita:I'llstartbysayingam sorry.

Me:pleasestop,LordknowsI'vebeen

gettingalotofthatlately.Lookyoudid

whatyoudid,forwhatreasonsIdon'tknow.

Ithinkithurtmethemostbecauseyou

weremorethanafriendtome,youwerea

sister.Iwould'veneverdonethattoyoubut

Ican'tstayangryanddwellingonthepast

soIforgiveyou,intactIforgaveyoualong

timeago.

Anita:really?

Me:jasostopactingawkwardaroundme.

Anita:Icandothat,Imissus.



Me:udotoo.

Ilana:oknowhug.

Wehugged.

Wes:OKfine,nowtelluswhyyoustormed

out?

Me:(sigh)itsJacob,hediedinmyarmsyou

guys,andthenIfindouthewastheenemy

allalong.Ijustcan'tbelievethathepossibly

usedme.

Dani:that'sunderstandableyoulikedhim.

Me:IfeellikeIactuallylovedhim,andwhen

weweretogetheritfeltreal.Ihaven'tbeen

thathappyinawhileandasperusualIlose

thatlittlepeaceofhappiness.

Wes:IloveyoufriendbutIcan'tstand

seeingyoualwayssad.



Hegotupandwentinthehouseand

broughtbacktequilaandbrandy.

Wes:oktakewe'lltakeashotforevery

depressingmoment.

Hepouredashotoftequilaandthenthe

brandyforeveryone.

Wes:I'llstarttheonlyguyIeverlovedwas

unbailablebecausehewasmarriedthen

whenwefinallygottogetherhegotkilledby

acrazybitch,takeashoteveryone.

Wealldid.

Ilana:OKIdon'thaveanychildrenandIlove

myhusbandbutIknowhehassome

resentmentaboutit.

Wealltookashotofboth.

Nolwazi:okmyhusbandhatesme,hehates

meenoughthathe'smovedoutandI



haven'tseenortalkedtomeinmonths.

Wealltookashot.

Dani:myturnokmyweddingwasruinedby

myhusband'sbabymama,Ican'tlookatmy

weddingpicscauseitjustremindsmeof

hersuicide.

Wealltookashot.

Anita:phewok,Imadeamistakeabouttwo

yearsago,andeventhoughBellaisTT's

daughterhestillhatesmeeventhoughhe

won'tsayit,hejustactsverypassive

aggressive,wehaven'thadsexinabouttwo

years,hewon'tevenlookatme.

Wealltookashot.

Me:oklet'stakeaboutfiveshotsforme.I

lostmymotheratbirth,thenmysister

followedbymydad,theonlyguyIactually



lovehurtsmeeverychancehegets,and

whenIfoundsomeoneIwasfallingforhe

getstakenawayfrom me.Butdoyouknow

themostdepressingthingeveristhateven

aftereverythinglwazihasdoneIstilllove

him.

Wealldrank.

Me:butfriendyouknowthattequilamakes

mehorny.

Wes:thenmaybeyoushouldaskforlwazito

attendyou.

Wealllaughed.theguyscameout.

Steve:canwejoinyouguys?

Dani:yesbabycomesitnexttome.

Weallsatandgotsuperdrunk.Igotupand

stumbledmywaytothebathroom and

peed.Onmywayoutlwaziwasinthe



kitcheneating.

Me:heyyouuuuu

lwazi:babbbby

Me:whatyoudoing?

Lwazi:makingasandwich,youwantsome?

Me:yessss

Hedrunklyfedittomebutkeptfallingon

thefloor,wefellonthefloorlaughingthenI

rolledoverandlayedontopofhim,we

lookedateachotherandforamomentwe

werebothsober.Ilookedathim and

thoughtaboutthegoodtimesthenI

thoughtaboutthebadsoIslappedhim.

Him:ouch

Webothstartedlaughing.

Me:whatdidyoudowithStacy?



Him:ohshe'sinadugeanontheotherside

oftheisland.

Webothlaughedagain.

Me:'lwazitalktoher'imagineIalmostkilled

thatrat.

Him:you'vealwaysbeenfeisty.

Me:butsomewhereIgotsoftcauseyou

starteddisrespectingme.

Ipunchedhim inthechest.

Him:sorry

Welaughedthenstartedkissinghegotup

andcarriedmethendroppedme.

Me:let'sjustwalk.

Welaughedandwentupstairsandyou

knowtherest.
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Myheadfeltlikeitwasbeingbeatenwitha

steelpipe,Islowlyopenedmyeyes.Shitthis

wasnotadream,Ireallyfuckedlwazilast

night,Icheckedunderthecovers.

Me:yupwedidit.

Fuckthisisbadlikereallybad,Imovedhis

arm awayfrom meandgotoutofbedand

woremyclothes,lwaziwasstillsnoringsoI

tiptoedoutoftheroom andclosedthe

doorslowly.

Voice:morningThando.

Ijumpedupandturnedaround,itwasmy



motherinlawwiththebiggestsmileonher

face.

Me:morningma!

Her:funnighthey?

Ilookeddown.

Her:comehelpmewithbreakfast

Me:ok

Ifollowedhertothekitchenandsatona

highchairandshehandedmeasmoothy.

Her:drinkit'llhelpwiththeheadache.

Me:thanks

Her:don'tfeelembrassedhe'syourhusband

andyouhaveneeds.

Me:Ijustdon'twanttogivehim false

hope,wewon'tjustjumpbacktowhatwe

were,toomuchhashappened.



Her:Iunderstandbutdon'tdepriveyourself

ofsomethinggood,I'vehadmyfairshareof

breakupswithzwelibutthesexisjusttoo

good.

Me:(blushing)ma!

Her:ohhushwe'rebothadultshere,trustme

Dlaminimenaregifted.

Nolwazi:goodmorning

ThankGodnolwazicamewhenshedid

causeIwasnottryingtohearmoreabout

mymotherinlaw'ssexlife.Everyone

eventuallycamedownstairsandwesatto

eat,lwazicamedownandkissedme.

TT:heywe'retryingtoeathere.

Iblushedalittlebit,heheldmyhand

throughoutbreakfast.

MrD:youallneedtoshoweryousmell



terrible,ohandsomegoodnewswe'regoing

hometomorrow.

Me:thiswaskindoffun

Wes:am goingtomissthisview.

Ilana:jaam alsogoingtomissthisocean

view

Wes:Iwasn'ttalkingaboutthatview,Iwas

talkingaboutTT'sabs.

Anita:heythat'smyman.

TT:yesIam

Theykissed,Iguesstheymadeup.

Me:Ihavetogoshower.

Iwalkedtomyroom andtookofmyclothes

andshoweredthensomeonehuggedme

from behind.

Lwazi:doyoumindifIjoinyou?



Me:youalreadyhave

Iturnedaroundandlookedathim.

Me:heyaboutlastnight.

Him:let'snottalkaboutit,letmeguessyou

wanttotakethingsslow.

Me:ja

Him:Iunderstand,let'sjustliveinthe

moment.

Me:yes

WeshoweredandgotoutandIgot

dressed,Iwalkedoutandthegirlswere

sittingoutside,withwesofcourse.

Wes:someone'sblushingIguessyoujust

gotsome.

Me:mxm whatareyouupto.

Wes:justtellingtheseonestothankme.



Me:(laughing)why?

Wes:causeyoubitchesallgotsomelast

nightandthatwasthankstome.

Anita:heactuallyhasapoint,TTandIfinally

talkedabouteverythinglastnightandwe

bangeditout.

Wealllaughed.

Wes:tellmemyfavouritecoupleisback

together.

Me:sortofbutwe'retakingthingsslow.

Wes:aslongasyou'retogether.

Wesatoutsideandtalkedandate,drank,it

washonestlyfunam goingtomissthis

place.

*

*



*
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Am notabouttakingthingsslow,since

we'releavingtomorrowam goingto

proposetorenewourvows.

TT:(laughing)thisiscrazy.

Lwando:isthisaboutlastnight?

Me:gentlementhisisaboutlove,Iloveher.

Steve:yetyoubroughtanothergirlhere.

Me:let'snotdwellonthebad,ThandoandI

loveeachother,sowhyshouldwewait.

TT:lookbroIgetthelovepartbutdidn'tshe

tellyoushewantedtotakethingsslow?



Me:ja

Lwando:maybeyoushouldtrylistening.

Me:Idon'tcareaboutwhatyouareall

sayingam doingthis.

TT:goodluckmyman

TheyleftandIcontinueddecoratingthen

toldoneoftheguardstogoandgetThando.

Her;nolwaziwhat'sthisaboutitscoldout

here.

Me:pleasesit.

ShedidasIrequestedandIgaveheralittle

blanket.

Me:areyouexcitedaboutgoinghome

tomorrow?

Thando:ohyesbutI'llmissthesilenceof

thisisland.



Me:jaandthesestarsarebeautifultonight.

Her:Iagree,areyouok,you'resweatinga

littlebit.

Me:jauhm OK,(Iclearedmythroat)Iknow

yousaidweshouldtakethingsslowbutI

can'tletyouslipawayfrom meagain.

Ikneeleddownandgottheringout,

Me:thandowillyoudomethehonourof

beingmywifeagain.

Her:no

Me:no?

Her:yes,lookwhenIsaidIwanttotake

thingsslowImeantit.

Igotupandsatinmychair.

Her:let'snotconfusesexwithbeingina

relationship,weneverdatedwejumpedinto



raisingachildtogetherthenmarriage,let's

justtaketimeanddateeachothereven

thoughwearemarried.

Me:fairenoughwedorushintoalot.

Her:jaIguessitsbecausewecouldn'tbe

togetherinthebeginning,wejustneedto

takeiteasy.

Inoticedhernecklace.

Me:what'sthat?

Isawhergetabitsad.

Her:ohJacobproposedthedayhedied.

Me:hedid?

Her:jabutIsaidno,Idon'twhybutI'vekept

thering.YouknowwhatmaybeitstimeI

leaveJacobhereandmoveon,umeanhe

wasjustusingmeanyway.



Ifeltabitguiltyhearinghersaythat

becauseIknewthetruth.

Her:am goingtothrowitintheocean

Shetookitoffandthrewitinthewaterthen

huggedme.

Her:Ifeelabitfree

Westoodthereandeventuallywentbackin,

thenextdayweallmadeourwayhome.

Me:heyteeyouknowwe'llhavetomovein

togetherright.

Thando:why?

Me:myhousewasblownup.

Thando:thisisgoingtoconfusethekids

butIguessthat'sforthebest.

Shelayedherheadonmychestandslept.
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MynameiskhwezizaneleDlamini,thefirst

offspringofthegreatandfearedlwaziand

ThandoDlamini,am 15finallygoingon

16,don'thaveaboyfriendbecauseallthe

boysinmyschoolareimmaturebutitsnot

likethey'ddarecomenearmeconsidering

thefactthatIhavebodyguardsfollowing

me24/7,IhavetwobestfriendsTamisha

andTamelatheyaretwins,alsoveryclose

withmycousinSamantha.Igetgood

gradesbutoftengetintroublebecauseI

haveabitofatemper,dadsaysIgetitfrom



mom.Youknowmyknuckleheadsiblings

butImustsayam veryclosetoAya,when

allelsefailsheunderstandsmeandIcould

alwaysconfideinhim,eventhoughattimes

hegetsveryoverprotectiveoverme.Iwoke

upearlytodayhavingoneofmyusual

nightmares,Igotupandtookashower,wore

myuniform andheadeddownstairsonlyto

findmyparentssuckingfaceinthekitchen

Me:weeatthereyouknow

Mom quicklyjumpedoffandfixedherrobe

Irolledmyeyes.

Dad:pumpkinyou'reupearly.

Me:yephadoneofmydreams,it'sweirdI

alwaysseemom holdingmeinthehospital

asababythenyourfacedisappearsthen

reappearsagainbutdifferentsomehow.



Mom:wouldyoulikesomebreakfasthoney?

Waytoavoidthesubject,shedoesthatalot

lately,dadspankedherbuttthenwentback

upstairs.

Me:youguysaresogross

Mom:you'llgetitoneday.

Me:sowhenareguysgoingtomakeit

official?

Mom:whatdoyoumean?

Me:likewhyareyoustillsleepingin

separatebedroomseventhoughweall

knowyouguysareboning.

Shehitthebackofmyhead.

Mom:laungaugeyounglady.

Me:what,it'snotlikeIsaidfuck.

Mom:justeatyourfoodbeforeyour



brotherswakeup.

Me:somom canwetalkabouttheguards

Mom:theanswerisstillno

Me:comeonmaitsembarrassingandI

can'tevenbeateenagerbecauseIhaveto

buffguysfollowingmearoundallday,come

onhowcometheboysdon'thavetodeal

withthat.

Mom:sweetieyouknow

Me:Iknow'gotkidnappedasababy'but

that'sirrelevantam anadultnowandIknow

howtofight,grandpahasbeenteachingme.

Mom:fineI'lltrytalkingtoyourdadaboutit.

Me:yesthankyouthankyousomuch

mommy

Mom:butam notmakinganypromises.



Nowletmegoandwakeyourbrothersup.

Icontinuedeatingwhileonmyphone,they

camedowneventuallyandateeverything

asusualthenmom droveustoschool,can't

waittoturnsixteenthsoIcandrivemyself.

WhenIarrivedatschoolIwentstraightto

mygirls.

Me:hey

Sam:heybabe

Tamisha:heywhere'sAya?

Me:Idon'tknowprobablywithPam andher

crewofsticks.

Tamela:speakofthedevil.

Me:urgIwonderwhymybrotherisdating

thatloser.

Shasha:jahedeservesbetter



Wealllookedateachotherthenlaughed

Sam:you'recrushingsobad.

Shasha:noam not.

Me:betternot,mybrotherisaheartbreaker.

Shasha:buthe'ssodreamy

Me:euhw

Ayaapproachedwiththem.

Pam:heylosers

Me:ohhellopamelaandthesticksquad

Aya:OKeasy,Ijustwantedtotellyouyou're

helpingkwanelewithhishomeworktonight,

am goingout.

Me:nowaywhycan'tyoudoit?

Pam:uhm duhhesaidhe'sgoingout

Me:nobodyistalkingtoyoutwigs



Pam:wellam talkingtoyou.

Me:don'tmakemebeatyourassagain.

Pam:I'dliketoseeyoutry.

Isteppedcloserbutthebellrang.

Me:savedbythebellbobblehead.

Wewalkedawayandgotinclass.The

wholedaywassoboringuntilRontexted

meduringclass,Ronaldoismyfriend,at

firsthecreepedmeoutbecausehe'sabig

olderbutthenhegrewonmeandnow

we'rebestfriendsandIhavealittlecrush

onhim.Iraisedmyhand.

Teacher:whatisitkhwezi?

Me:mayIpleasegotothebathroom!

Teacher:fine

Iwalkedoutthensneakedpastmyguards



andgotinhiscarandwedrovetothe

beachasusual.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

ThingshavebeenokbetweenlwaziandI

andImustsaywearecoparentinggreat,we

dosleeptogetherbutagreedtonopressure.

Allthekidsareatschoolsowehadsome

fun,wewerelayinginbed.

Me:Idon'tlikethedreamsshe'sbeen

havinglately,maybeweshouldjusttellher



thetruth.

Lwazi:notthisagain,lookyouaretheonly

mothershe'shadandknows.

Me:butAyaknowsam wearenothisbirth

parentsandhehandleditgreat.

Lwazi:that'sdifferent,sindiisstillaliveso

it'snotlikewecanjustnottellhim about

her,thiscoulddomoreharm thangood.

Me:Ijustdon'tlikethisitmakesmefeellike

am lyingtoher.

Lwazi:stopstressing

Me:ok,heyweshouldgetupthekidswillbe

backfrom schoolanysecond.

Lwazi:onemoreround?

Me:mxm

Wedidwhatwedid,Igotupminuteslater



andtookashowerthenmademyway

downstairsandmadedinner.Ireceiveda

callfrom theprincipal.Lwazicameand

helpedme.

Me:guesswhat,yourdaughterditched

schoolagain.

lwazi:andwhatwereyousayingabout

lettingherroam aroundwithoutsecurity?

Me:comeonmaybethat'swhyshekeeps

sneakingoutbecauseshe'sbasicallya

prisoner.

Him:youspoilher.

Me:noIdon'titsjustIunderstandher

causeIusedtobelikeher.Sogoeasyon

her.

Theboyscamebackandchangedthendid

theirhomework.



Aya:okmaIneedtogonow

Me:notevendinnerfirst?

Aya:noI'lleatlater,loveyou.

Hekissedmycheekthenranout.

Me:guessit'sjustusthen.

Idishedupforeveryonethensatand

ate,someoneknocked,theboysweretoo

busyeating

Me:noitsfineI'llgetit,mxm

Iopenedthedoor.

Me:you?

[07/15,19:30]R:96Continuation
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*

Welayedontopofhisbonnetjustwatching

thestars,timeseemstofreezewhenam

aroundRon,Iknowhrdoesn'tseemethat

waybutIfeelfreewhenam aroundhim,he

justgetsme.Myphonebeepedanditwasa

textmessagefrom Aya.

Me:shit!

Ron:what'swrong?

Me:Ishouldgetgoingitslate.

Him:am sorryIdon'tknowhowIlettime

passthismuch,I'vebeencareless.

Me:itsokdon'tworryaboutit,they'll

probablyjustyellatmenobiggie.

Him:noIwasstillrecklessIshouldknow

better.



Me:neverthelesslet'sgo.

Hedrovemehomeandparkedafew

housesaway.

Him:OKgoodnight

Idon'tknowwhybutIjumpedhim and

kissedhim,hepushedmeaway.

Him:whatareyoudoing?

Me:am sorryIjustthought,

Him:nodon'teverdothatyou'reaminorI

couldgetarrested.

Me:fineIgetit,whyareyouevenfriends

withmeanyway?

Him:foryourcompany.

Me:thatmakesnosense,justgetadog

then,Ilikeyousowhyareyouplaying

gameswithme?



Him:am notIthoughtyouweremore

maturethanthat.

Me:Iam

Him:noyou'renot,getoutofmycar.

Me:what!?

Him:youheardme,yourparentsmustbe

worriedabouttheirbaby.

Me:okam sorryok!Idon'twanttolose

yourfriendshipsoforgiveme

Him:fine,Ican'tstaymadeatyoubutnow

pleaseleavebeforeanyoneseesme.

Me:ok

Igotoutandhedroveawayandwalked

home,beforeIgotinIbreathedinandout.

*

*



*

Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Mybloodboiledseeingher,Iwantedto

strangleher.

Me:whatthehellareyoudoinghere,how

areyouhere,didyouescapefrom prison?

Sindi:noIgotoutearlyforgoodbehaviour.

Lwazi:boysgoupstairs.

Theytooktheirfoodandleft,shesatacross

from us.

Lwazi:whatdoyouwant?

Sindi:Iwanttoseemyson.



Me:he'scurrentlynothome.

Sindi:youlethim gooutonaschoolnight?

Thatfrustratedme,Imovedcloserandlwazi

grabbedmyarm.

Me:youdon'tgettobegoneforyearsand

thenthinkyoucanquestionourparenting.

Sindi;heismyson.

Ibangedmyfistonthetable.

Me:nohe'snotyouidiot.

Sindi:yesheisandam heretotakehim

back,IhaveajobandanapartmentsoI

wanthim tocomelivewithhismother.

Iburstoutlaughing.

Me:youthinkhewantsyouinhislife,he

knowsaboutyouinfactIusedtotellhim to

goseeyouandherefuseddoyouwantto



knowwhy,hehatesyou,youkilledhis

uncle,mybrotherandthenyouthinkyoucan

cometomyhouseandmakedemands.You

knowwhatjustgetout.

Khwezicamein.

Khwezi:beforeyouyellatmeIwanttosayI

havetheperfectexplanation.

Me:NOTNOW KHWEZI,GOUPSTAIRS.

Sindi:jawhatawaytoraisemyson,lookat

thistrainwreck.

Khwezi:fuckyoulady,waitaren'tyouAya's

mom?

Me:UPSTAIRS!

Khwezi:youmurderandyourhairisatrain

wreck.

Sheranupstairs



Me:ifyouknowwhat'sgoodforyouyou'llbe

verysorry.

Sindi:I'llbeback

ShewalkedoutandIlockedthedoorafter

herandlwazihuggedme.

Me:I'llkillherlwazi,ifshedoesanything

stupidI'llkillher.

Lwazi:relaxshewouldn'tdarenowlet'sgo

handlekhwezi.

Me:ohshe'sanotheronethatone,Lordgive

strength.

Heheldmyhandandwemadeourway

upstairs.

[07/15,19:30]R:Insert97
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Am insomuchshit,mom anddadcame

in,mom lookedpissedbutdadlookedcalm.

Dad:givemeyourphone,laptopandevery

gadget.

Me:okIcanexplain,Iwasatthebeachwith

afriendandwelosttrackoftimeandI

Dad:nowkhwezi

Me:butdaddy

Mom:don'ttestmekhwezi,who'sthisfriend

anyway?

Me:they'renotthatimportant.

Mom:you're15,Iknowyouthinkyou're

grownupbuttheworldisaveryharshplace

andwehavealotofenemiesyoucan'tjust



disappear.

Me:Iknow,am sorry.

Dad:you'regroundedforfivemonths,give

meeverything.

Me:butdaddyitsthetwin'sbirthdaynext

week.

Dad:youshould'vethoughtaboutthat

before,nowgivemeeverything.

IdidasIwastold.

Dad:andtheoneunderyourbed.

Igotitandgaveittohim andhewalkedout.

Mom:khweziyouknowIloveyouright!

Me:ofcoursemom,lookam sorryI'llnever

talktohim againIpromise.

Mom:Ineedtotellyousomething.

Kwanele:MOM!



Mom:IneedtohandlethatbutNanajust

knowIloveyouok!

Me:Iknowstoptalkinglikethatyou're

scaringme.

Shekissedmyforeheadandwalkedout,I

layedonmybedbutIcouldn'tsleepsoI

wentdownstairsandgotsnacksthen

headedtoAya'sroom.

Me:youawake?

Aya:Iam now,what'sup?

Iclosedthedoorandsatnexttohim and

westartedeating.

Aya:whatdidyoudonow,?

Me;ditchedschool

Him:youneedtostopdoingthat?,you're

puttingyourselfindanger.



Me:Ialreadygotpreachedtoam not

lookingforanothersession,you'reputting

yourselfindangerbydatingthatdevil.

Him:don'tstart.

Me:noIreallydon'tgetit,she'shorrible,she

bulliedmeinprimaryschoolshe'sthe

reasonwhyIdidn'teat.

Him:Iknowthat,justIhavetodateher.

Me:why?

Him:that'sclassified.

Me:thereyougowiththatspytalkagain.

Him:comeonsowhatelsehasbeen

happening?

Me:ohyourmotherwashere.

Him:what,howshe'ssupposetobeinprison.

Me:Idon'tknow,allIknowwasthatmom



wassuperpissed.Soareyoureadytosee

her?

Him:no

Me:comeonIknowshe'snotanangelbut

she'syourbithmother.

Him:thatchangesnothing,she'sa

murder,shekilleduncleSthembisoforno

reason,becauseofheralotofpeoplegot

hurt.

Me:IKnowbutshe'sstill.

Him;nok,she'sselfishandam not

interestedinarelationshipwithhernow

let'sstoptalkingabouther.

Me:okchillout,borrowmeaphone.

Him:why?

Me:am onpunishmentsotheytook



everything

Him:fine

Heopenedhisdrawerandgavemeanold

lookingphone.

Me:thefuckisthis?

Him:youdon'tneedanythingfancy,thisis

onlyforemergencies

Me:comeonpeoplewilllaughatme.

Him:emergenciesonlykiddo.

Me:youcanbesooldfashionedsometimes.

WewatchedamovieandIsleptonhisbed

whilehesleptonthecouch.

*

*

*



Thando'sPOV

*

*

*

Afterreadingkwanelesixbedtimestories

hefinallyslept,Icheckedonthetwinsthen

aya'sroom hewassleepingonthecouch

andkhwezionhisbedsoItiptoedto

lwazi'sroom.

Him:hey

Me:doyoumindifIjoinyou,Ineedacuddle.

Him:comehere.

Itookofmyshoesandsnuggledhim.

Me:Ithinkitstimewetellkhwezithetruth,I

knowyousaidnobut.

Him:noIthinkyouwererightandespecially



withsindiout,she'saveryvindictiveperson

soweneedtotellherbeforeshedoes.

Me:(sigh)didyoutalktoAyaaboutsindi?

Him:notyetbutthelastIdidhewasadmint

thathewantednothingtodowithher,and

youknowwhenmakesuphismindhewon't

changeit.

Me:am justtiredofallthedrama,maybeif

wegiveherwhatshewantsshe'llbackoff.

Him:I'lltrytalkingtohim againbutIdon't

thinkthat'llhelp,heismybrotherafterall.

Me:Iknow,youguysaresostubborn.

Him:lookwho'stalking.

HetickledmeandIlaughed.

Him:butseriouslywhenareyougoingto

gettingbacktogether?



Me:we'retogetherrightnow

Him:youknowwhatImean,you'verejected

myproposalsseventimesnow.

Me:weagreedtonopressure.Nowlet's

sleepitsbeenalongnight.

WesleptandIwaswokenupbykwanele.

Me:what!?

Him:we'relate

IjumpedupandIgoteveryonereadyfor

schoolandmadebreakfast.

Me:eatquicklyguys.

Khwezi:madidyoutalktodad.

Lwazi:aboutwhat?

Mom:thebodyguardissue

Lwazi:Ihandledthat,Andrecomehere.



Thenthiskidwearingschooluniform came

outandheandAyagreetedeachother,I

guesstheyknoweachother.

Mom;what'sgoingon?

Him:thisisaperfectsolution,Andreisyour

newbodyguard,he'stakingthesame

classesasyousohecanwatchyou,he's18

sohe'sinyouragegroup,he'lldriveyouand

pickyouupfrom schooleveryday.

Khwezi:butIsaidnobodyguards

Him:afterthatstuntyoupulledyesterday

thatwon'thappen.

Khwezi:mom!

Me:ha.adon'tlookatmethisisyourown

doing.

*



*

*

Khwezi'sPOV

*

*

*

Thisissoannoying,Igotupandhe

followedme.

Him:getin

Me:notevenaplease.

Heignorefmeandgotinhiscarand

buckledup.Don'tgetmewronghe's

handsomebuthe'ssoserious,he'llruinmy

funforsure.

Hehandedmeanecklace.

Me:ohyoualreadytryingtogetinmypants.



Him:youwearthisatalltimes,don'tever

takeitoff.

Me:okdamnchillout,Imeanitsnotreally

mystylebutIguessit'lldo.

Hedroveusinsilence.

Me:sohowdoessomeoneasyoungas

yourselfgetintothebusiness?

Hedidn'trespond.

Me:you'resoserious,don'ttakeeverything

soseriouslylifeisnotthatdeepyouknow,

urgIlikedEarlbetterthanyou,you'reawet

blanket.

Hestoppedatschool.

Him:nowyoulistentome,noteveryonehas

theluxuryofhavingrichparents,normal

peoplework,we'renotfriendsam simply

doingmyjobsotryandnotmakeitdifficult



Iknowthatcouldbehardforsomeonelike

you.

Me:fuckyou,youdon'tknowanythingabout

me.

Him:Iknowyou'realittlebratthat'lldo

anythingforattention,

HegotoutandwalkedtowardsAyaandI

wenttomyfriends.

Shasha:who'sthatdropofcaramelandwhy

didhedriveyoutoschool?

Me:mxm he'smynewbodyguard

Tam:ohhecanguardmealldayhe'sdo

dreamy.

Me:andannoying,hecalledmeabratinthe

firstfiveminutesofmeetingme.

Theyalllookedateachother.



Me:what!?

Sam:hedoeshaveapointcuz.

Me:whatever

Imademywaytoclass.

*

*

*

Thando'sPOV

*

*
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ThewholedayIcouldn'tfocussoIvisited

Wes,he'sinarelationshipwithdoctor

Baileynowandtheylivetogether.

Wes:Ican'tbelievethatcrazyisoutroaming



aroundfree,andwhywerewenotwarned

aboutherrealise?

Me:am ascluelessasyouarefriend,allI

knowisshehasmeonedge,am aboutto

killawhore.

Wes:I'llhelpyouburythebody.Ican't

believeshekilledmystheandgotaway

withit,thejusticesystem hasfailed

Me:Iknowmyfriend,butatleastyou

doctorB.

Wes:heproposed.

Me:what,really?

Wes:yeslastnightandIsaidyes.

Me:ohmygosham sohappyforyou,you

deservehappiness.

Wes:andIwantyoutobemyoneandonly



bridesmaid.

Me:ofcourse,andfrom theguythatsaid

he'dneverbewithadoctor.

Wes:whatcanIsaytheheartisavery

strangething.

WetalkedthewholetimeandIfinallywent

homeandcookedsuper,thekidscameback

from schoolincludingkhwezi.

Her:mom thisistortureIcouldn'tevengoto

thebathroom withouthim followingme.

Me:that'shisjobsweetie.

Shestormedupstairs

Me:thanksAndre

Him:it'smyjobmam

Me:don'tbesillycallmeThando,wouldyou

liketostayforsuper!?



Him:unfortunatelyIhavetogohome.

Me:Iunderstand,seeyoutomorrow.

Hewalkedoutandlwazicamebackfrom

workandweallsatdownforsupperand

ate,Ikeptlookingatlwazi.

Lwazi:boyscanyougiveussomeprivacy

please.

Theyranupstairsandsomeoneknockedon

thedoorandAyaopenedit.

Aya:sindi!

Me:areyouserious,doyouhaveadeath

wish?

Sindi:youcan'tkeepmeawayfrom myson

Thando.

Aya:no1iskeepingfrom you,Iwantnothing

todowithyou.



Sindi:pleaseAyacanweatleasttalk.

Aya;no

Lwazi:oksindiIthinkitstimeyouleave.

Sindi:youbitch,you'veturnedmeagainst

myownchild.Youfuckinglittlebitch

Khwezi:okcrazyladywatchyourmouthor

else.

Sindi:Iseethisonetookafteryou,pityshe's

notlikeherrealmother.

Khwezi:whatthehellareyoutalkingabout

jailbird

Sindi:she'snotyourmotherprincess,your

mummyhersisterdiedgivingbirthtoyou.

Aya:that'senoughsindinowgetout.

Khwezi:she'slying,right?.....Whyaren'tyou

answeringme,mom?



Me:becauseitstrue,Iwantedtotellyou

tonight.

Her:what,howcouldyoulietome.

Me:Itjustnevercameupandwhenyou

startedhavingyourdreamsIwantedtosay

somethingbutIwasscared

Her:(crying)youhypocritealltheseyearsof

tellingmetobehonestbutyou'vebeen

lyingtome,you'renotmymother.

Me:IknowIdidn'tgivebirthtoyoubut.

Her:you'renotmymother,you'realierIhate

you,Ineedtogetoutofhereanddon't

followme.

Sheranout,Ijustfroze.

Aya:thisiswhyIwouldneverwantyou

aroundme,you'retoxicyouruinpeoples

lives,getoutofmylife.



Heranupstairs,stillIwasfrozen.

Sindi:Ihopeyoualsoloseher

Lwazi:letmegiveyouaridehomesindi.

TheyleftandIwasstandingthere,her

wordscutmelikeaknife,Igotonmyknees

andjustcried,Icouldn'tevendenythe

thingsshesaid,IknowIwaswrong,theway

Ihandledeverythingwasjustwrong.
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Igrabbedherandpushedherinthecarand

satinthebackseatwithherandlitupa

cigar,Iremainedcalm asusual.



Sindi:lwazipleasetalktoAya,helistensto

you,(sigh)lookam sorryaboutwhatIjust

didbutyouknowthatwifeofyourscanbe

suchanassholesomeonehadtoputherin

herplace.

Me:whatwouldyouliketoeat?

Her:huh!?

Me:am thinkingribs,Ididn'tfinishmysuper,

friedchickenmaybe?

Shelookedconfused

Her:uhm Iguesschicken

Me:KFCitisthen.

WeorderedinthedrivethroughandIgave

herfoodandsheate.Ijustlookedat

her,eversinceshe'senteredmylifeshe's

broughthavoc,Iwinkedatthedriverandhe

knew.



Her:whyareyoubeingniceto.me?

Me:am notamonstersindieventhough

youinsistonbeingone.

Driver:wearehereSir.

Me:thankyouOrlando,let'stakeawalk.

Her:what'sgoingon.

Me:Ijustneedfreshaircomeonlet'sgo.

Shewasreluctantbutheldmyhandanyway.

Me:CapeTownisbeautifulisn'tit?

Her:ja,Ithoughtyoubroughtmeheretokill

mebutIseeyoustillcareaboutme,Ihave

aconfessionIstillloveyoutoo.

Wewerestandingontopofthebridge.

Me:that'ssweet,jump.

Her:what?



Me:jump

Sheletgoofmyhandandlookedaround.

Me:don'tdoanythingstupid,Orlando

pointedagunatherandshestartedcrying.

Me:savethecrocodiletears,thisisthe

nicestthingyoucoulddoforeveryone,think

aboutityouruinpeople'slivesandI'velet

yougetawaywithitfortoolong,butyou

keepmakingitworsesojump.

Her:(crying)sowhatyou'regoingtokillme

now,Ayawillneverforgiveyou

Me:that'swhyam notkillingyouSin,Ihave

nobloodonmyhands.Sostopwasting

timeandjustjump.

Her:Iwon'tdoitsomightaswellkillme.

Me:IcouldjusthaveOrlandopushyouoff

butIwantyoutodoit.



Her:no

Me:Orlando

Hecamecloser.

Her:okokokI'lldoit,justtellAyaam sorry.

Lwazipleasedon'tdothis.

Me:stopbeingdramatic,you'realreadydead

soyourpleasmeannothingtome.

Sheclosedhereyesandjumpedoff.

Me:goodriddance.

Orlandochecked

Orlando:sheontherocksSir,shecouldn't

havesurvivedthatfall.

Me:let'sgohome.

HedrovemehomeandIheadedupstairs

andThandowasinbedcrying,Iwentover

andcuddledher.



Her:(sobbing)shehatesmelwazi.

Me:noshedoesn'tshe'sjustupsetright

nowandconfusedshe'llcomearound.

Shecriedinmyarmsuntilsheslept.

*

*

*
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*
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IcalledRonandhepickedmeup.

Ron:whyareyoucryingprincess?

Me:itsmyparents,theyliedtome.

Him:howso!?



Me:mymom isnotmymom,Idon'tknow

thewholestorybutIhatethem,Ididn't

knowwhoelseIcouldcallsoIcalledyou.

Him:thatsfinethat'swhatfriendsarefor.

Me:canyoutakemetograndmaBusi's

house,Ican'tsleepinthathousetonight.

Him:yougotitprincess

ImusthavedozedoffbutIwokeupina

warehousetiedtoachair,myfirstinstinct

wastotryandgetmyselffree.

Voice:that'spointlessyoucangetfree.

Me:Ronaldo!?

Him:yesprincess

Me:what'sgoingon?

Hegrabbedachairandsatinfrontofme

andhehadacoldishsmile,somethingI



didn'trecognise

Him:thisisrevenge

Me:revengeforwhat,canyouuntieme?

Him:no,thisisformyuncleRoberto,your

parentstookhim awayfrom us15years

ago.

Me:okso!?

Him:so?

Me:uhm jasowhat,thishasnothingtodo

withme.

Him:ITHASEVERYTHINGTODOWITHYOU.

Me:alrightdamnnoneedtoyellaboutit

Him:youdon'tthinkam seriousdoyou.

Me:noIthinkyou'reseriousam just

confusedastowhatyourplanisexactly

here.



Him:Iwantyourparentstosufferlikemy

family.

Me:youdoknowthey'lllookformeright!?

Him:notheywon't,youlikedisappearing

remember,sothey'lljustthinkyou'reupset

andthrowingatampertantrum asalways

andbythetimetheyfigureitoutyou'llbe

dead.

Me:okRonthisisnotfunnyanymoreplease

untiemebeforeIgetangry

Helaughedatmeandwalkedaway.

Me:RONYOUFUCKCOMEBACKHERE!

Butnothing,Ikepttryingtountiemyself.
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Khwezihasn'tcomebackhomethis

weekendandam startingtogetworried,

noneofherfriendshaveseenorspoketo

her,notevenanyonefrom ourfamilyhas

heardfrom hereither.ItsnowMonday

morningandtheboysalreadywentto

schoolexceptAya,herefused,wealso

receivednewsthatsindikilledherself,Aya

doesn'tseem tocareandneitherdoIshe's

theleastofmyworries.

Me:weneedtogetmybabyhomeTT.

TT:am tryingbutitshardtotrackher

withoutherphoneoranydevices.Thevideo

footageonlyshowsthecarbutnotwho's

inside,andwefoundthatcarburntsothat's

alsoadeadend.



Me:whatifsomethinghappenedtoher,oh

godIwouldneverforgivemyself.

Lwazi:babetrytorelax,we'llfindher.

Andrecamein.

Andre:goodmorningeveryoneiskhwezi

ready?

Aya:ohyoudidn'tknowkhwezihasn'tcome

homethisweekendandwedon'tknow

wheresheis.

Andre:ok,Imightbeabletohelp.

Lwazi:how

Andre:thedayyouhiredmeIgavehera

necklace,ithasachipinit,mayI?

TT:sure

Andre:ifshe'sstillwearingitwewillbeable

totrackherdown,ohgreatthechipisstill



on.Herearethecoordinates.

Iattackedhim withahug.

Me:ohmygodthankyousomuch.

Andre:itsmyjobmam

Me:nonsenseyoucallmeThando.

Lwazi:youdidgoodAndre,weneedto

movefast.

TT:heybrotalkaboutcoincidencethisis

thesamewarehouseRobertokidnapped

khweziat.

Lwazi:doyouthinkitsconnectedsomehow?

Me:wewon'tknowuntilwegetthere,every

momentwespendtalkingaboutitthatsick

fuckcouldbekillingandhurtingmychild.

Weallgotinourcarsandheadedforthat

warehouse,Ididn'tknowwhatwewere



goingtofacebutIwaswillingtolaymy

ownlifeformybaby,Iknowshe'sangryat

mebutshe'sstillmybabyandIloveher.

*

*

*
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Ihaven'tseenRonaldosinceSaturdayand

am hungryandexhausted,I'vehadtopeeon

myself.Am humiliatedandsad,Ifindmyself

cryingformymother,Ican'tbelieveI've

beensomeantoherandImightnoteven

seeheragain,Imissher,thisissorealnow.I



heardhim laughing.

Ron:IneverthoughtI'dseetheday,the

biggesticeprincesscrying,coulditbethat

youhaveseentheerrorofyourways,either

wayyou'regoingtodieanyway.

Me:fuckoffRonaldo.

Him:andtheresheis.

Me:isthatevenyourrealname?

Him:yep

Me:soyoutooktimeoutofyourlifetoget

revengeonpeoplethatdon'tevenknowypu

exist,you'rereallystupid.

Him:itdoesn'tmatteryourparentstookthe

onlyfamilyIhadawayfrom me,IknowI

can'tproveitbutIknowtheydidit.

Me:thishappenedYeatsago,youprobably



don'tevenrememberthissocalleduncleof

yourshecouldn'tbeenarealassholehe

must'vebeenifsomeonewantedhim dead.

Him:SHUTUP!

Me:okokchilloutam justsayinghowcould

yougetthismadoversomeoneyoudon't

evenknow?

Him:Icouldbeaskingyouthesame

thing,yougotmadoveryourdeadmother

thatyounevermet.

Me:fairenoughbutstillthisisstillcrazyI

didn'tdoanythingtoyou.

Him:justaswell,you'recollateraldamage,

theyneedtofeelpainlikeme.

Me:okIgetitam abratorsoI'vebeentold

butdon'tkillme.

HepointedhisgunatmeandIlooked



down,Iacceptedmyfate.

Voice:bossweneedtogopeopleare

coming.

Him:damnit.

TheyranoutandAndre,Aya,dadanduncle

TTcameinholdingtheirgunsandchecked

thecoast,Andresetmefreeandmymom

anddadcamein,Irantowardsthem.

Me:(crying)mommyam sorryabout

everything.

Mom:shhhhsweetieitsfinedon'teven

apologise,Iloveyou.

Me:Iloveyoutoo

Thenweheardabang,itwasRonandhe

quicklyranoutandAndreandAyafollowed

him.Mom startedcoughingblood,that

bastardshother.



Aya:hegotaway.

Me:mom hasbeenshotAya

Theypickedherupandtookhertothecar,I

criedinAndre'sarms,andhecarriedmeto

hiscaranddroveushome,Itookashower

andworesweatpantsthenheadedback

downstairs.

Me:oklet'sgotothehospital

Him:stillrudeIsee

Me:areyoukiddingme,mom hasbeenshot

byalunaticthat'sstilloutthere.

Hejustlookedatmemaintaininghis

composureasusual,Icalmeddown.

Me:okcanyoupleasetakemetothe

hospitalnow?

Him:ofcourse



Weheadedtothehospitalinsilence.

Andre:youdidgood

Me:huh?

Him:youlistenedandkeptyournecklaceon

that'showwefoundyou.

Me:itdoesn'tmatterbecauseitsmyfault

anyway.

Him:don'tsaythat,grantedyoucanbeabit

annoying

Me:geethanks

Him:nobutthere'ssomegoodinyou

somewhere,youareareactor,youreact

sometimeswithoutthinkingbutthat'syour

perfectflaw.

Me:Ithinkyoujustgaveacompliment,in

yourownwayofcourse.



Hesmiledalittlebit.

Him:someoneoncetoldmetonottakelife

soseriously.

Me:you'reevenquotingme,

Wearrivedatheparkedthecarandwegot

out.

Me:thankyou,forfindingmeanddistracting

mefrom everything.

Ihuggedhim thenheadedinsidethe

hospital,mywholefamilywassittinginthe

waitingroom,there'sonethingaboutthis

family,wemightbescrewedupbutwehave

eachother'sbackswhenitcounts.Theyall

huggedmeandaskedmequestions.

Dad:okeveryonecalm down,khwezihas

hadahardweekendsolet'snotstressher.

Me:how'smom?



Dad:she'sstillinsurgery.

Wesatdownandwaited,hourslaterthe

doctortoldusshe'sstableandwecould

seeher,Igotinfirst,thiswasweirdI've

alwaysseenmom atherbest,evenwhen

shewassickshewouldhideit,shealways

hadtobestrongforus.Soseeingherwith

tubesanddripsallaroundher,shewasso

lifeless,Isatnexttoherandcriedlikea

baby.

Me:am sorrymommy,Ishouldn'tsaidthose

thingstoyou,you'vealwaysbeenthebest

mothertomeitsjustIwasinshockand

angry,butIdon'thateyou,Icouldneverhate

you,you'remybestfriendandIloveyou,so

pleasecomebacktous,tome,Istillneed

you.

Themachineswentcrazyandthenurses



cameinrushing.

Nurse:youneedtoleave

TheypushedmeoutandIcriedindad's

arms,Ican'tlosemymom notnow.

[07/15,19:31]R:98Continuation
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Everyonewasstillsittingoutsidewaitingfor

someonetotellthem anything,MrsDlamini

pickeduptheboysandofferedtobabysit

untilthingsgetbetter.

Lwazi;khwezicomeheresweetie,don't

worryaboutyourmom she'safighter.

Khwezi:shedidn'tdeservehowItreatedher.



Lwazi:doyouknowhowyourmotherandI

met?

Khwezishookherhead.

Lwazi:itsalongstory,IwasaPlayboyonce

uponatimeandyourmom wasstilllivingin

Italy,yourgrandfathertoldmethatIhadto

getmarriedtoastranger.

Khwezi:whatdidyoudo?

Him:IhadnochoiceIhadtodoit,soonmy

flightbacktoSAtogetmarriedIsatnextto

thisgirl,shewasthemostbeautifulgirlI've

everseen,abitfeistyaswellbutIlikedthat

shekeptmeinmyplace,thewholeflight

backwetalkedlikewe'dknowneachother

forforeverbutwelandedandwehadto

separate,beforesheleftwekissed,andallI

knewaboutherwashername,Ivowedin

thatmomentthatIwouldmarrythatgirl.To



mysuprisemybridelookedexactlylikethe

girlIkissed,myheartfilledwithjoyuntilI

realisedIwasmarryinghertwin,Itriedto

stayawayfrom Thandowithallmymight

butIlovedher,butThandopushedmeaway

becauseshelovedyourmom.Inever

treatedyourmotherthewayshedeserved

butshewasstillthekindestpersoninthe

worldandwhenwefoundoutaboutyouI

wasoverthemoon,unfortunatelyyour

motherfellillwhilepregnantwithyou,she

wasgivenachoiceandshechoseyouover

herownlife,andthedayshediedyouwere

bornandshetrustedThandowithyou,she

madeThandovowtobeyour

mother,Thandofellintoabitofdepression

whenyourmotherdiedandyouwouldn't

stopcryingthenonedayThandoheldyou

andyoustoppedcryingimmediately,itslike



youknewthat'swhereyoubelongedand

she'slovedyousincethatmoment.

Khweziwascrying.

Him:yourmom wouldriskherownlifefor

yours,weshould'vetoldyouaboutthatbut

weneversawaneedandthatwasour

mistake,sodon'tfeelbadaboutreacting

thewayyoudid,itsallapartofgrowingup.

Thedoctorapproachedandtheyalljumped

up.

Doc:sheisawake,thebulletpenetratedher

lungsothatwhyshehadatrouble

breathing,sotakeiteasy.

LwaziandkhweziwithAyaenteredthe

room andhuggedher,khwezisteppedback

alittle,shestillfeltguilty.

Thando:comeherepumpkin,damnyou



lookhorrible.

Khwezi:mom!

Thando:(laughing)am justplaying,Iwant

youtoknowIheardyouandyourvoice

broughtmeback.Iloveyouguys,heylwazi.

Him:heyNana

Thando:Ayagivememyjacket.

Hegaveittoherandshetookoutalittle

box.

Thando:Ican'tgetonmykneesbutalmost

dyingmademerealiseIdon'twanttodie

withoutyou,I'vehadthisringformonths

nowbutIneverfoundtherightmoment,so

Ican'tthinkofabettermomentthanafter

surgerylookinglikecraptoaskyou,willyou

remarryme?

Lwazi:ofcourseyoucrazygirlIloveyou.



Thando:Iloveyoumore

TheykissedandkhweziandAyawalkedout.

*

*

*
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*

*
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IknewmyparentslovedeachotherbutI

neverknewtheobstaclestheyhadbefore

gettingtogether,andtheynevergiveupon

eachotherIcanonlyhopetofindalovelike

that.

Aya:heyyouhavetotakeanuberIhaveto

drivegramabusihome.



Me:ok

Andre:Icouldgiveyouaride,Imeanalift.

Igiggledabit.

Me:you'llfindmeinyourcar.

Igotinandhedrove.

Him:youdon'tmindifwepasssomewhere

first?

Me:aslongasyou'renotgoingtokidnap

me,naham justplayinglet'sgo.

Wearrivedinminutes.

Him:come

Wegotinanditsmelledamazing.

Him:grandma!

Thenthisladycameoutwiththebiggest

smileeverandhuggedhim.



Andre:grandmathisiskhwezi,Itoldyou

abouther.

Shehuggedme.

Me:helloma

Her:comesitI'lldishupforyouguys.

Him:nograndmaIhavetotakekhwezi

homefirst.

Her:nonsensecomesit

Him:(whispers)am sorry

Me:noIdon'tmindam abithungry.

Her:greatnowcomesit.

Shedishedupandweate.

Andre:where'sjunior?

Her:sleeping

Waithehasason.



Me:thiswasdelicious,letmehelpyouwith

thedishes.

Igotupandwashedthem andAndrekinda

helpedme.

Andre:letmegogetjunior.

Hegothim andcarriedhim becausehewas

sleeping,hisgrandmotherhuggedand

kissedusandIgotthecarseatfrom the

bootandhestrappedhim inandhedrove.

Me:sohowoldishe?

Him:two

Me:hismom?

Helookedabittense.

Me:am sorrythat'snoneofmybusinessso

I'lljustkeepquiet.

Him:noit'scool,shefellpregnantwhilewe



werestillinschool.itwashardcausewe

hadnomoneysoIjoinedthearmythat's

whereImetyourbrotherandyourfather

hiredme,bythetimeIcamebacksheleft

juniorwithmygrandmaanddisappeared,

soIraisehim andmygrandmotherhelps

me.

Me:wowthat'srough

Him:jabuthe'sthebestthingthatever

happenedtome.

Me:shit!

Him:what'swrong?

Me:Ayajusttextedme,he'snotcoming

backtonight.

Him:youcan'tstayalone.

Me:nahit'scool



Him:noway,you'restayingwithustonight.

Me:Idon'twanttoimpose

Him:itsmyjob

Me:ok

Wearrivedathisapartment,verycleanfora

guy.Heputjuniortobed.

Him:okthisismyroom youcansleephere

andI'llsleeponthecouch.

Hegrabbedsomeblanketsthenapillow.

Him:goodnight

Me:goodnight

Icalleddadandtoldhim whereIwasand

hesaiditwasfine.Iwokeupmidnight

hungrysoIgotoutandhewassleepingon

thecouchtopless,Iwatchedhim andhe

openedhiseyesandIjumpedbackandfell.



Him:areyouok?

Me:jaIwasjustgettingsomesnacks,I

can'tsleep.

Him:meeither

Hegotupandgotouteverythingandputit

onthecoffeetable.

Him:let'sseewhat'sonTV

HewasstilltoplessandIthinkhecaught

mestarringacoupleoftimesandhe

laughed.Hegotupandgotatee-shirt.

Him:sorryforceofhabit.

Me:noitscoolitsyourhouse.

WewatchedTV,andwetalkedthewhole

night,hewassorelaxed,completelydifferent

from whenIfirstmethim,hewasactually

cool,wetalkeduntilwefellasleeponthe



couch.
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IwokeupinAndre'sarms,heheldmeso

tight,Iloosenedhisgripandgotoff,Itooka

shower.AftermyshowerIwrappedatowel

aroundme,Andrecameinnakedandhe

bumpedintome,andIquicklywalkedout

andgotdressedandhecameoutaftera

coupleofminutes.

Him:sorryaboutthat.

Me:don'tmentionit,pancakes?

Him:yespleaseletmegetjuniorreadyfirst.



Me:ok

Hecamebackholdinghim andheputhim

inahighchairandIdishedupforthem.

Theybothateup.

Jr:yummy

Me:wantsomemore?

HenoddedandIgavehim moreandheate

up.

Him:wowslowdownBuddy,Ican'tblame

him allImakehim iscereal.

Me:jamymom taughtmehowtocook,andI

workforherontheweekendssoIhavealot

ofpractice.

Him:youwork?

Me:ja,am notasspoiltasyouthought.

Him:am sorryaboutthat.



Me:noyouhadapointIwasabratbutI've

changednow.

Him:(laughing)reallynow.

Me:yep

Jr:am finished

Me:goodboy,

Itooktheplateaway.

Jr:areyoumynewmommy?

AndreandIlookedateachotherandI

washedthedishesandwedroppedjrat

crècheanddrovetothehospital.Dadwas

sleepingnexttomom,Iclearedmythroat

andtheywokeup.

Mom:heysweetie,yoooolwazigetoffme

you'reheavyasfuck.

Hereluctantlygotupandwenttothe



bathroom.

Me:howareyoufeelingthismorning?

Mom:goodwhere'syourbrother!?

Me:hesleptatgrama'shouseandIspent

thenightwithAndresoIhaven'tseenhim.

Mom:Andrehuh!

Me:don'tgivethatlookma,itwasinnocent.

Dad:itbetterbe,Itrusthewouldn'tcrossthe

linewithyou.

Mom:ohhushandstopeavesdroppingand

getoutam havingsomegirltimewithmy

baby.

Hekissedmymom'sforeheadthenmine

andwalkedout.

Mom:soyoulikehim?:

Me:no,Idon'tknow



Mom:Idon'tblameyouhe'shandsome

Me:mom!

Mom:what,Iloveyourfatherbutam not

blindandhe'scute.Sodoyouwanttogo

therewithhim?

Me:Idon'teventhinkhelikesme

Mom:ohhelikesyouIsawthelookonhis

facewhenhefoundoutyou'remissing.

Me:Ilikehim buthehasasonandam not

sureifam readyforallofthatresponsibility.

Mom:that'sfairImeanyouareveryyoung.

Butdon'tmissoutonsomethinggreat

becauseyou'reafraid,whoknowsthatcould

beyoursoulmate.

Me:doyouthinkIshouldtellhim,ImeanI've

neverevenhadaboyfriendsowhatwouldI

evensay?



Mom;nothingjustplayitcool,guyslike

Andreandyourdadareverymachosolet

him cometoyou.

Me:ok

Mom:butnottoocool,guyscanbeidiotsso

givehim alotofclues.

Me:gotit.

*

*

*
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Iwalkedoutandwenttothecafeteriatoget

breakfastforThandoandmyself,Inever



thoughtalmostlosingThandowouldbethe

reasonwegetremarried.Andrewashaving

coffee,busyonhisphone,hestoodupwhen

hesawme.

Me:that'soksit

IknowIshouldn'tsayanythingandAndreis

agoodkidbutkhweziismyprincess.

Me:everythingwentoklastnight,Ihope

khwezididn'tbotheryoumuch.

Andre:ofcoursenotSir.

Me:Iknowshecanbeahandfulattimes.

Him:Icanassureyoueverythingwasfine

Sir

Me:Ishouldn'tbeworriedright!

Him:aboutwhatsir?

Me:aboutyouhavingfeelingsforher,you



knowshe'smybaby.

Him:Iwouldnevercrossthelinesir,Ineed

thisjob.

Me:IknowthatIjustneededtomakesure.

Igotupandgotbreakfastandheadedback

toherward.LateronIcalledameetingat

myfather'shouse.

Dad:iseverythingok?

Me:yes,ThandoandIaregettingremarried.

TT:wowreallywhen?

Me:lastnight

Lwando:finally,don'tscrewitup.

Me:Iwouldn'tdare.

TT:jaThandowouldactuallyyouthistime.

Wealllaughed.



Dad:am happyforyoubutisthatall?

Me:no,lastnightThandoandIhadavery

importantconversation,am quittingthe

business.

TT:likethecompany.

Me:allofit,thedrugbusinessandam

steppingdownasCEO.

Dad:what,youcan'tdothatwho'sgoingto

takeyourplace!?

Me:TTyoualreadyrunthedrugbusiness

andSteveismorethanqualifiedtobeCEO,

he'sworkedtherethesameamountoftime

asIhave,andhe'sluckfamily.

TT:areyousureaboutthis?

Me:almostlosingmywifewasmywakeup

call,am tiredofthislife,we'llneverhave

peace,we'realeaysmakingenemiesand



thiscyclewillneverend,soam takingan

earlyretirementandspendingtimewithmy

family.

Lwando:am behindyoubro.

Dad:Ialwaystelltobeaman,Isuppose

you'refinallydoingit,youcanalways

changeyourmind.

Me:am sureIwon'tnowletmegobackto

mywife.

IdrovebacktothehospitalandThando

wassleeping,Ikissedherandshefinally

openedhereyesandsmiled.

Her:heywherehaveyoubeen?

Me:hadtotalktotheguys

Her:howdidtheytakeit?

Me:prettygoodactually,am justreadyfor



ustoliveourlives.

Her:that'sgood

Me:wherearethekids?

Her:Ithinktheywentout,gettingreadyfor

schooltomorrow.

Me:theyaresogrownup.

Her:jaandkhwezihasacrush

Me:itbetternotbewhoIthinkitis.

Her:ohlightenuphe'sagoodboy.

Me:itdoesn'tmatterhewon'tgotherewith

her,Ihadatalkwithhim.

Shehitmeinthearm.

Me:what!?

Her:stayoutofit,don'truinthisforher.

Me:am notreadyforhertodateespecially



someonewithakidshe'stooyoung.

Her:Idon'tcarethat'sforhertodecide,do

youwanthertorebelagain?

Me;no

Her:sodon'tgetinvolvedandAndreisa

goodkidsobuttoutandletthem decide.

Lordknowswe'vehadourfairshareof

challenges.

Me:butshe'sourbaby.

Her:Iknowandshe'sgrowingup.

SheswitchedontheTVandwesnuggled.

[07/15,19:31]R:Insert100(finale)
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Afterweeksofbeinginthishospitaltoday

am finallygoinghome,whichisgreat

becausetomorrowWesisgettingmarried.

AuntBeecameinlookingsofrail,Ihaven't

seenheralotlately,Ihuggedherandshe

helpedmewithpacking,shewasunusually

quite.

Me:youokaunty?

Her:huh!?

Me:youok,youseem distant.

Her:am fineNana

Me:ok,sohowhaveyoubeenImeanyou're

lookingskinny,areyouonadiet,doyou

haveaboyfriend?

Shelaughedatme.

Her:comeonyouknowyourunclewasthe

onlyoneforme



Me:itsbeen30yearsnowmaybeyou

shouldmoveon,am surehewouldn'tmind.

Her:don'tbesilly,besidesIwouldn'teven

havetimefordating.

Me:thechurchcanwait,yougivesomuchof

yourself

Sheheldmyhands.

Her:NanaIneedtotellyousomething,

pleasepromiseyou'llstaycalm.

Shelookedserious.

Me:what'swrong?

Her:am dying.

Myheartdropped,Isearchedforafacial

expression,anindicationthatshemightbe

jokingbutnothing.

Me:whatareyoutalkingabout?



Her:I'vebeensickandIfinallymuscledup

thecouragetogotothedoctorandhetold

meIhavestage3ovariancancer,guess

thatexplainswhyIdon'thaveanykids.I

wentthroughallthetreatmentsbutnothing

workednowIalsohavebreastcancer,itsall

toomuchandmybodyisfinallygivingin.

Isatnexttoherholdingmytearsback.

Me:whydidn'tyousayanything.

Her:Idon'tknowmaybeapartofmedidn't

wanttobelieveit,andIdidn'twanttoburden

you.

Me:youcouldneverbeaburdento

me,you'retheonlyfamilyIhave.

Her:Iknowbutthenyougotshotitjust

neverfeltright.

Me:sowhatnow,am surewecantryother



treatments.

Her:nomore,ThandoI'velivedafulllifeand

am fulfilled,Idon'twantanymorepain.it's

timeIjoinmyhusbandandbrother,I'llbe

fine.I'vemadepeacewithmyfatesoam

ready.

Me:butam not

Her:IknowNana

Shehuggedme.

Her:Iwantyoutocryrightnow,inmyarms

thenwhenam goneyoucelebratemylife,I

loveyouNana.

Ibrokedownandcriedinherarmsuntil

lwazicamein.

Lwazi:heyyouready,what'swrong?

Me:uhm Ithinkam goingtosleepat



Aunty'shousetoday.

Lwazi:okAndrewilldriveyouguysthen.

Me:jaandcanyoupleasebringmydress

overtonight!?

Lwazi:ofcourse

Hehuggedusandwalkedout.Andredrove

ustoauntbee'sandbroughtmystufflater.

IcalledWes.

Him:heybabewhereareyou,wemissyou.

DaniandAnitawherescreaminginthe

background.

Me:soundslikeyouguysarehavingfun

withoutme

Him:nahit'sjustthesedrunkbitch'sbutI

missyou.

Me:IknowIjustneedtobewithmyaunt



rightnowbutI'llbetherefirstthinginthe

morning.

Him:ok

Me:don'tgettoodrunkIloveyou.

HehungupandIworemyPJsandgotin

bedwithauntyandatesomesnacks.

Her:youknowyoucanleaveI'llbefine.

Me:noway,I'vemissedyou,nowcanyou

pleasebraidmyhair.

Ilaidinfrontofherandshedidmyhairthen

Ididhers,wewatchedmovies,ate,laughed

anditwasliketheoldtimeswhenIwould

runawayfrom hometolivewithher.Aunt

Beehasbeenamothertome,thethoughtof

losingheriskillingmebutIchoosetostay

inthismoment,Ichoosetobehappy.The

followingmorningIwokeupandtooka



showerandauntyhelpedmegetting

dressed.

Her:youlookbeautiful

Me:areyousureyoudon'twanttocome

withme,Weswouldbehappytoseeyou.

Her:no,am tootiredIjustwanttosleep.go

andhavefun.

Ikissedher.

Me:Iloveyou.

Her:loveyoumore.

Iheldbackmytearsinthecar,Ijustfeltlike

Iwasabandoningher.Iarrivedliterally

minutesbeforetheweddindstarted.Allof

them lookedhungover.

Me:damnIwishIcansaythatyouguyslook

goodbutyoudon't.



Wes:babeyou'refinallyhere.

Me:areyouready?

Wes:let'sgetmemarried.

Dani:notsoloudmypoorhead.

Me:drunkslobs,heyfriendIwanttogive

youanearlyweddinggift,atriptoParisfor

yourhoneymoon.

Wes:ohmygodthankyou,Iloveyoubitch.

Me:Iloveyoumoreslut,let'sgetyoumarried

toyourdoctor.

Wes:am finallygettingmyhappiereverafter.

Me:andyoudeserveitbabe.

Wehugged.

Me:oknotearslet'sgo.

Thewholeweddingwasamazing,I'venever

seenwesthishappy,buthonestlyhe



deservesit,he'sbeenmytruerideordie.

AftertheweddinglwaziandIweredriving

home.

Me:heycanwedrivetoauntbee'shouse

first?

Lwazi:youneedtorest.

Me:please,she'ssick.

Lwazi:ohok

Myheartwasbeatingreallyfast,we

knockedbutshedidn'tanswersoIopened

thedoorwithmykey.Icouldfeeleachheart

beat,myheartfeltlikeitwouldpopout,I

stoodbyherbedroom doorandlwazi

checkedonherthem lookedatmeand

shookhishead,Icouldn'tlookIsatonthe

floorandcriedandlwazihuggedme,thenI

rememberwhatshetoldmeandIgotup.



Me:youshouldcallsomeone.

Lwazi:areyouok?

Me:nopebutIhavetobe.

Iwalkedoverandlaidnexttoher,andcried.

Me:Iloveyouaunty,Ilovemommybefree.

*

*

*
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Itsbeenacoupleofmonthssincegrandma

busihaspassedawayandthingsare

gettingbacktowhattheyusedtobe.Weall



missherbutIknowshe'shappywereever

sheis.Iam officially16goingon17andam

goingtobeaseniornextyear,itsexam time

butam notwrithingtodaysoIwokeabit

laterthanusualandheadeddownstairsin

myPJsandmyhairwasstillmessy.Mom

wascookingwithdadsortofhelpingher.

Me:morningeveryone.

Mom:morningbabygirl.

Dad:aren'tyouwritingtoday?

Me:nopeIhavemylastpaperonFriday.

AndrecameinandIfixedmyhairandAya

laughedatme.

Me:heywhatareyoudoingheream not

writingtoday.

Aya:he'sgivingmealift.



Mom:whathappenedtoyourcar?

Aya:IcrasheditIloveyoubye.

HeranoutandAndrefollowedhim.

Me:sohowcomehehasacarandIdon't?

Dad:becausehecandrive

Me:sothat'swhyhedroveintoatree,come

ondaddyIhavemylearners.

Dad:I'llseewhatIcando.

Mom:sohowarethingsbetweenyouand

Mrbodyguard?

Me:(sigh)Idon'tknowanymore,IthoughtI

gotavibefrom him thenallofasudden

he'sactingstrangeandallprofessional.

Mom lookedatdad,andshookherheard.

Me:WHat?

Mom:tellher



Me:tellmewhat?

Mom:yourdadtoldAndretonottalktoyou

likethat.

Me:daddy!

Dad:what,hisjobistoprotectyounotto

dateyou.

Me:that'sembarrassing,hemustthinkam

achild,thatwasn'tokdad.

Mom:Itoldyoutonotgetinvolved.

Dad:am justprotectingyou.

Me:from what,love,relationships,sex?It's

goingtohappeneventuallyam growingup

dadyoucan'tstopthat.

Dad:watchmetry

Me:andthisiswhyam goingtomovefar

awayforuniversity.



Mom hithim andIranupstairsandtooka

showerandslept.OnFridayIwokeupand

Andredrovemetoschoolinsilence,afterI

finishedwiththeexam hewaswaitingfor

meoutside,Isaidmygoodbyesandgotin

thecarandhedrove.

Me:uhm Andre

Him;yesmsDlamini.

Me:areyouseriouswiththat,lookIknowmy

dadtalkedtoyouandIwanttoapologise

forthat,.

Him:noneedforthat,he'syourfatherand

onlydoingwhathethinksisbestforyou.

Me:canIaskyousomething

Him:surething

Me:ifIwasn'tyourbossesdaughterwould

youdateme?



Him:huh

Me:likedoyoufindmeattractive?

Him:whatareyouaskingmekhwezi?

Me:doyoulikeme?

Hefocusedontheroad.

Him:am movingtoLondon.

Me:ohreally

Him:jaIgotajoboverthereandtheyoffer

everything,includingschoolforjunioranda

house,we'removingnextmonth.

Me:ohcongratulations

Him:jaitsallthankstoyourdad,thisismy

dream.

Me:wellam happyforyou.

WearrivedandIgotoutofthecarbuthe

pulledmeclosetohim andhislipswereso



soft,hekissedmethenlookedmeinthe

eyes.

Him:theanswerisyes

Icouldbarelythink.

Me:huh!

Him:Ilikeyou,Ifindyouattractive,Iactually

loveyouanditsbeensohardnotbeingable

totellyou.

Me:youloveme?

Him:morethanyou'lleverknow

Me:butyou'releaving.

Him:IhavetobutIpromiseonedayI'llbe

back.

HekissedmeonelasttimeanddroveoffI

gotinthehouseandranupstairs,andmom

knocked.



Mom:areyouok?

Me:he'sleaving,hefinallytellsmehowhe

feelsthenhetellsmehe'sleaving.

Shehuggedme.

Mom:youlovehim don'tyou?

Inodded.

Me;butIhavetolethim go,thisishisdream

andhe'sdoingitforhisfamilyandIcan'tbe

selfish.

Mom:that'ssomatureofyou.

Me:thenwhyisitsohard?

Mom;becauseyoulovehim,trustmeIknow

exactlyhowyoufeel,therewasatimeI

couldn'tbewithyourfather.

Me:howdidyoudoit,howcouldyoudeal

withthepain?



Mom:Idon'tknowIguessI'vealways

knownwe'denduptogethereventuallysoI

heldon.

Iwillalsoholdon,ifAndreandIaremeant

tobethenit'llhappen,youknowwhatthey

say'ifyoulovesomethingletitgo',Iknow

deepdownwe'llfindourwaybacktoeach

other.

*

*

*

Narrated

*

*

Itsbeenacoupleofmonthsandtodaywas

thedayofThandoandlwazi'svowrenewal.



EveryonewassittingwaitingforThandoto

come.Lwaziwasnervouslywaiting,he

thoughttohimselfthatmaybeThando

changedhermind,maybeshethoughtabout

allthebadtimesanddecidedtonotgo

throughwithit,justthenthedoorsopened

andagoldenQueencameout,everyonewas

memorised.Thandoandlwazi'seyesmet

andtheysmiledateachotherandshe

stoodnexttohim andtheyheldhands.

Pastor:childrenofGodam gladtobe

standingheretodaywiththesetwo

again,theyhopetorenewthevowsthey

madetoeachothermade15yearsago,

theyhavewrittentheirownvows.

Thando:wowokam hopingtodothis

withoutcrying,ourlovewasonceforbidden,

Iwoulddream ofatimewhenIwouldgetto



holdyoulikethisandproclaim mylovefor

you.IloveyoulwaziDlamini,evenwhenI

didn'twantto,evenwhenIthoughtIhated

youIlovedyou,youcouldripmyheartinto

piecesbutitwouldstillhealforyou,Ican't

waitforthenext15yearswithyou.

Lwazi:thatwasamazingjustlikeyou,am a

mess,aflawedmessbutyoumakeme

battereveryday,Idon'tdeserveyoubutyou

stillloveme,nomatterwhatyou'rehere,I

wanttoapologiseforeverytimeIever

madeyoufeellikelovingmewassuppose

tohurt.Iloveyou,IlovedyouwhenIwasn't

supposeto,yoursmilebrightensmy

world,you'veshownmeyourheartand

that'sthemostbeautifulthingeverandI

vowtohonouryou,protectyou,respectyou

andmostofallIvowtoloveyoutilltheend

oftime.



Theykissedandthefireworkswentoff.the

festivitiescontinueduntilthefollowingday.

Thandofoundma-roseinthekitchen

cleaning.

Tee:youshouldbesleeping

Ma-rose:ohyouknowIcan'tsleepinadirty

house,lastnightwasbeautiful.

Tee:jathanks.

Ma-rose:where'slwazi.

Tee:showeringbutheshouldbedownsoon.

Ma-rose:excitedaboutyourhoneymoon.

Tee:jaeventhoughIdon'tknowwherewe

aregoing.

Ma-rose:you'lllikeit

Tee:soyouknow?

Ma-rose:Ican'tsayanything,helpmewith



thesedishes.

Theycleanedupandhadbreakfast.

Tee:Iwassupposetodothiswhenwe

comebackbut.

Shegotupandcamebackwithherhouse

keysandgavethem toher.

Ma-rose:youwantmetohousesit?

Tee:youcandowhateveryoulikeitsyours.

Ma-rose:what'smine?

Tee:thehouse

Ma-rose:you'rejoking,right!?

Tee:nope,we'removingtoanewhouse

whenwecomebackbutyoudeservethis

one,you'veworkedsohardkeepingthis

familyafloatandyou'realwaystakingcare

ofeveryone,sothisismywayofthanking



you,thehouseisalreadyinyournameand

allthebillsarepaidsoyouneverhaveto

worry.

Ma-rosecriedandattackedThandowitha

hug.

Lwazi:youalreadytoldher,weweresuppose

todoittogether.

Tee:am sorryIcouldn'twait.

Ma-rosehuggedthem andthankedthem.

Thandoandlwaziheadedtotheairportand

boardedthejet.

Lwazi:ma-rosewasreallyhappy

Thando:ohshedeservesitandmuchmore.

Sowherearewegoing?

Lwazi:forobviousreasonswecan'tgoto

Italyeventhoughyouloveitsowe'regoing

toSpain.



Thandosatonhislapandkissedhim.

Tee:ohmygodIloveSpain.

Lwazi:andIloveyou.

Tee:wowwhoeverthoughtwithallthe

troubleswe'vehadwe'dbehere,withall

thosecrazybitch'sandwe'restillstanding.

Lwazi:speakingofcrazybitchesIforgot

Stacyontheisland,she'sstilllockedaway.

Theylookedateachandlaughed.

Tee:Iloveyou,youcrazybastard.

Lwazi:IloveyouMrsD

Tee:totheearthandback.

Lwazi:totheearthandback.

*

Withthatcomesanendtoabeautiful

twistedlovestory,thatonlyprovesthatif



somethingismeanttobeitwillbe.

*

DaniandStevearestillhappily

together,Wesandhishusbandmovedto

Australiaandhavemanydogs,AnitaandTT

brokeupbutgotbacktogetheragainaftera

coupleofmonths,ilanaandlwando

unfortunatelygotadivorceandbothhave

remarriedandlwandoisexpectinghisfirst

childwithhisnewwife.MrsDlaminidied

afterfailingillandMrDlaminikilledhimself

shortlyafter.Thandoandlwaziarestill

together,lwazinevercheatedagain.Khwezi

andAndrewellthat'sastoryforanotherday.

TheEND.


