
[1/24,11:28]Lynne:CharacterAnalysis:

1.NomzamoMnguni-isatraditionalgirl.Shewas

bornandbredinKwa-ZuluNatalandhasneverleft

hervillage.She'shumble,obedientandfullof

love.Sheonlyhasonefriendinthevillage,Ntando

andthey'vebeenfriendssincetheyweresmall

ones.Nomzamoisthelastbornoutof4siblings.The

firstbornisSiyabongaAKASiya,thesecondbornis

NoxoloakaNoxyandthethirdbornisBongani.

2.MandlaXulu-isamanborninKwa-ZuluNatalbut

latermovedtothebigcityJohannesburg.Heis

impatient,rudeandruthless.Hemakessurehegets

whathewantsthroughthreatsandisagreat

manipulator.Mandlaonlyhasthreemale

friends(Smanga,KhayaandJames)andafew

femalefriends.Heactslikeagoodboyintheeyesof

hisparentsbuthehasmanydarksecrets.Secrets

thatifrevealedcouldendhim.Hehasabrother,Vusi

whohasdisappearedformorethan5years.

Whenthesetwoworldscollide,williteverworkout?



FindoutinItWasForced.

Love,

Author

[1/24,12:28]Lynne:Insert1.

Dad:”Youdonothaveachoice,mydecisionis

final.Thisiswhatyourancestorswantforyou”I

couldnotbelievehimrightnow,howcouldhedothis

tome?MymomtouchedmyshoulderandIbrushed

itoff,Istoodupandrantomybedroom.Mydadwas

shoutingmynameformetocomeback,yetIignored

him.Ilayonmybedandcried.Thiscan’tbe

happening!Whyme?Mydoorcreekedopenandmy

momsteppedin.

Mom:”Areyouokaymntanam’?”

Me:”YouknowI’mnotokaymama,youknowme,I

can’tdothis”

Mom:”Sureyoucan,Iknowyoucan”

Me:”Idon'tevenknowhimmama”



Mom:”Butastimegoesbyyouwill”

Me:”Howcoulddaddothistomethough?”

Mom:”Yourdaddydidnotknowuntilamonthago,it’s

beenlegalisedbythelawyer,it’seitheryoumarry

him,oryouyougotojail”

Me:”Mamathisisn'tthelifeIimaginedformyself”

Mom:”Whenlifegivesyoulemons,makelemonade

mntanam”Istaredintohereyesandshegavemea

reassuringsmilethateverythingwouldbea-okay.I

huggedherandfeltsafe.Mymomwasindeedthe

best.

Mom:”Youshouldrest,thelobolanegotiationsare

takingplacetomorrowmorning”Ivaguelysmiledand

thengotinthecovers.Shekissedmyforeheadand

lefttheroom.Iclosedmyeyesandattemptedto

sleep,butIcouldn't.AllIcouldthinkaboutwasthis

forcedmarriageIwasgettingmyselfinto.Ithought

dayslikethesewereinthepast,butclearlythey

weren't.Inthe21stcentury,youstillfindforced

marriages.Iendedupsleepingaroundmidnight.

Mom:”Wakeup”shewasshakingme.



Mom:”Weneedtoprepareyoufortoday,getup

Nomzamo”Iopenedmyeyesandtheywere

heavy.MymomnoticedIwasupandleft.Igotupand

wenttogotakeabath.WhenIwasdoneIlotioned

andworeablacklongsleevedressandblack

pumps.Itiedmynaturalhairupandthenapplied

somerefreshingspray.IlookedatmyselfbeforeI

lefttheroomandtothekitchen.Mydadwasreading

hisnewspaperandsippingonsomestrongblack

coffee.WhenIsawhisface,Irealisedtherewasno

needformetogetupsetathim.Mydadadoredme,i

knowhedidandhehimselfprobablydidn’twantthis

forme.

Me:”Goodmorning”

Dad:”YeboSawubona”hesaidwithhiseyesseton

hispaper,Iguesshewasstillupsetaboutme

ignoringhimyesterday.Iwenttokitchenandfound

mymompeelingsomevegetables.

Me:”Morning”

Mom:”Howdidyousleep?”

Me:”Ihardlyslept”



Mom:”Makeyourselfsometea”Iboiledthewater

andmademytea.

Mom:”Yourbrother’sandsisterarecoming

today,theywanttosupportyou”

Me:”Ohokay”

Mom:”Siyawasn'thappyatall”SiyabongaAkaSiya

wasmyeldestbrother.

Me:”Itsnosurprise”

Ihelpedhercookandshekeptontellingmeabout

marriage,Ican’tsayIheardmostofwhatshesaid

causemymindwasallover.Iheardacarrumble

outsideandhopeditwasmysiblings.Ipeeked

throughthewindowandsawSiyaandThemba.He

wasthethirdborn.NoxoloakaNoxywasthesecond

born.Theyallgotoffthecarandwalkedtowardsthe

door,Iexcitedlyopenedthedoorandrantothem,I

huggedNoxyfirst,sheismysisterandItoldher

everythingbecauseshe’safemaleandpractically

understoodeverythingItoldher.

Noxy:”Woah,someonemissedme”Iheldhermore

tightly.



Siya:”Youdoknowyouhaveothersiblingstoo

right?”Ilaughedandhuggedhim.Growingup,Siya

andThembamadesurenoboywasmyfriend,they

madesureIstayedfarfarawayfrombad

company.Itmightseemtoooverprotectivebutit

helpedmealot.IhuggedThembatoo.

Themba:”I’mreallysorrymtase”helookedangryand

yetpitiful.

Me:”Itiswhatitis”

Noxy:”Comehere”sheopenedherarmsforme.You

knowthatmomentwhensomeoneseesyoureally

aren’tokayandthentheyofferahugandthatwhole

momentjustmakesyoucryoutwhatyou'vebeen

keepingyourheart.Iwentinandshehuggedme,I

startedcrying.

Tobecontinued.

[1/24,12:32]Lynne:Insert2.

"Painwillcomewithtime,buttimewillhealthepain"-

Unknown.

Noxy:"Don'tcrybabysis,we'rehereforyou"



Siya:"She'sright,kuzolungamntase"Mysiblingswere

honestlythebestpeopleI'veknowninmyentirelife.I

stoppedcryingandwipedmytears.

Siya:"Uphiutatakho?"

Me:"Haaa,he'salsoyourfather"

Siya:"Nxa,myfatherwouldn'tallowthismadnessto

happen"Hestormedoffintothehouseleavingus

stunned.Idon'tblamehimthough,Siyahasalways

beenover-protectiveofme.Itirritatesmesometimes

butI'mreallygrateful.DuringmyhighschoolyearsI

wasneverallowedtohavemalefriends,neitherwasI

allowedtolookinthedirectionifboys.Itpissedme

offbutitwasformyowngood,almosteverygirl

whereIlivehasachildortwoatmyage.

Themba:"LemmegosortoutthismessSiyaisabout

tocreate"

Noxy:"Uyaziukhuthihewon'tlistennje"

WewalkedintothehouseandSiyawasthrowinga

tantrumatdadandmomwastryingtosortoutthe

commotion.ThembathrewhimselfinandallNoxy

andIcoulddoiswatch.Afterafewminutesoffights



Siyawascalmeddownandsowasdad.

Dad:"Nxa,Idon'tknowwhereyougetthisattitude

fromyazi!"

Siya:"WellsurprisesurprisedadI'myourown

making"

Mom:"Shutupbothofyou.TheXulu'swillbehereat

anytimeandyouarebothbehavinglikemad

dogs.BabagofixyourselfandasforyouSiyabonga

sitdownandthatgoesforallofyou"Dadstoodup

andclickedhistongueandwenttohisroom.Wesat

downandlookedatmom.

Mom:"Iknowyoualldon'tlikewhatiscurrently

happeningbutwhetheryoulikeitornotsheis

gettingmarriedtotheXuluhousehold,IwishIcould

dosomethingaboutbutIcan't.NomzamoI've

alreadyspokentoyouaboutmarriage,Noxygohelp

yoursisterathwaleandasforyouSiyaItaughtyou

betterthanthis.Thatisyourfatherandyouwillshow

himrespectandyouwillapologize.Growupand

realisethateventuallyNomzamowouldgetmarried

sheisnolongerthelittlegirlshewasinyoureyes.I



hopenonkeniyangngizwa"shestoodupandwentgo

finishoffcooking.NoxyandIwenttomyroomand

shehelpedmepreparetomeetthistobehusband

ofmine.NoxyandIstartedtalkingaboutthingsin

general,shetoldmeaboutherlifeinJohannesburg

andhernewboyfriend.Whileshewastellingme

aboutherthingsIfeltbadbecauseIhavedreamsfor

mylife.Mydreamwasformetostudytobecomea

pediatricianandgettobuildupmyownlife.But

no.Lookatme.Stuck.18yearsoldandalready

gettingmarried.Lifeindeedtookanunexpectedturn.

Noxy:"Uhmhello,EarthtoNomzamo"

Me:"Sorry"

Noxy:"Sisi..."Icutheroffandjustshakedmyhead.I

reallywasn'tinthemoodforcrying.Weheard

womenululatingoutsideandIpeekedoutthrough

mywindowandsawthemanycowstheywere

bringingtomyhouse.

Noxy:"Whuuhaihe'srichmoss."Ijustnoddedand

lookedattheXulu'scomingin.Isighedandclosed

thecurtain.Noxygavemeahugofcomfortandthen



wewentbacktotalking.Aftersometimemymom

cametomyroom.

Mom:"wozauboneimimiseloyakho(comeandsee

yourin-laws)"Istoodupandthenwentouttheroom

withher.AsIsteppedoutIcouldfeelthemanyeyes

staringatmebutIhadtokeepmyheaddownand

thenIsatonthegrassmat.

"Yourdaughterisreallypretty"

Dad:"Iknow,weraisedherwellinthishouse"

"Ineedtoseeher"

Dad:"GreetyourfatherinlawZamo"

Iliftedmyheadupandgreetedthemaninfrontof

me.

"MynameisBhekimuzibutyoucancallmeTataand

thisismywifeMam'Nelly"

Me:"Itsapleasuretomeetyou"

Tata:"Mandla,goandspeaktoheroutsidegetto

knoweachother"IimmediatelygotbutterfliesasI

sawapairofhandreachouttome.Iplacedmy

handsinhisandhehelpedmestandupsoIcan



lookathiminhiseyes.InsteadIkeptmyheaddown.

"SawubonaNomzamo"hisvoicewasstern,strong

butyetsosweet.Ilookeduptoseehowthisperson

lookedandassoonasIwaslookingintohiseyesI

gotmorebutterflies.Ohdamn,Mandlawas.......

Tobecontinued.....

[1/24,12:32]Lynne:Insert3.

*

*

*

Mandlawassomuchtotakein,hewasso

gorgeous.Istaredintohisdarkbrowncloudyeyes

andIwasmesmerized.FromhiseyesImovedonto

hiswholeface.Hehadnice,thickjuicylips,hehada

veryseriousbutlovelyjawlineandwhatcompleted

himwerehisthickeyebrows.Istaredathishands

andtheywerewellmanicuredandthenlookedahis

body.Icouldtellhewasripped.

Mandla:"Uhmhello"



IclearedmythroatandhesensedthatIwasstaring

athimandflashedatmehiswhitestraight

teeth.Mandlawassohandsomeandgorgeous.He

wasthoseguysthatassoonastheylookedat

you,youalreadyhearweddingbells.

Mandla:"Let'stakethisoutside"

Me:"Okay"

Heheldmyhandsogentlyandwalkedmeoutofthe

house.Okay,thiswasmyfirsttimebeinginthe

presenceofsuchahandsomemananditwas

absolutelyoverwhelming.Wewalkedsilentlytoback

ofthehouseandhehandedmeachairthatpeople

leftthere.Peoplewereallovertheplaceandsome

hadtheireyesfocusedonus.

Mandla:"Whatthehellwereyouthinking?!"heraised

hisvoiceatmewhichsentchillstomy

body.Okay.Howrude?

Me:"Excuseme?"Iwashonestlytakenaback.

Mandla:"YoudoknowIhadaliferight?Butnoyou

hadtoagreetothisweddingdidn'tyou?LookIcan

giveyouallthemoneyintheworldbutpleasejust



saynotothewedding"helookedmestraightinthe

eyesandhiseyesheldsomuchcoldnessthanhowI

knewthem.NxaIhadtolethimknowhowIfelt.

Me:"DoyouthinkIwantedthis?DoyouthinkIhada

sayinthis?Nodamnit!!Iamfreaking18yearsold

andIhavehopesanddreamsformyownlifeokay

andoneofthemwasdefinitelynotgettingmarried

now.Yousofreakingrudeandselfish,getitthrough

yourthickskullthatneitheryouandmehaveasayin

this.I'drathergothroughmanylifeproblemsthan

dealwithallofyournonsense."Istoodupleaving

himmortifiedandstormedbacktothehouse.

Tata:"Wabuyaukwatileyini?"

Me:"Withallduerespectbaba,Ineverwantedthis

neitherdidhebuttherewasnoneedforhimtobe

rudeandevengototheextentofofferingmoney.I

don'tneedit,neitherdoIneedhim.Iwillnotdealwith

allofthis"Ithenwalkedawayandintomyroom.Noxy

wastheretogivemeahugagain.

Noxy:"Iheardeverything,he'ssuchajerk"

Me:"Morethanthatsisi"



Noxy:"Ihopeyouwon'tsufferallthatnonsense"we

satandtalkedabouthowthingswillturnoutfor

me.Aftetafewminutestherewasaknockonmy

doorandNoxywenttoopenanditwasMandla.

Noxy:"Whuuwhatdoyouwantwena?"

Mandla:"MayIpleasetalktoher"

Noxy:"Nowyouhaverespect"

Me:"Noxit'sfine,pleasegiveusspace

Noxy:"Mxm"shewalkedoutandhewalkedin.

Mandla:"I'mreallysorryabouthowIbehavedearlier

on"

Me:"Doyoumeanitorwasitinobligation"

Mandla:"Wellbothbutfromthebottomofmyheart

I'msorry,youwererightIcan'tdoanythingabout

it.ItsjustthatallthiscameasashocktomeandI

guesstakingitoutonyoumadeitseembetterbut

actuallyitisn't"

Me:"Itsokay"

Mandla:"Andlooknotthatyou'renotsexyand



gorgeousatallbutcanwepleasebothconvinceour

parentsthatthiswon'tworkout?"Iblushedatthe

thoughtthathecalledmesexyandgorgeousand

couldfeelmycheeksredden.

Me:"I'vetriedthatmanytimesandIwasn'tpaid

attentionto"hesighedandthenstoodupand

left.Mandlawasseriouslynotupforit.Weendedup

eatingasafamilyandwasintroducedtohissideof

thefamily.Theywereallnicepeoplebutasforhim

hewasrudeandselfcentered.AsIwaswalkinginto

thehouseIheardtheelderstalkaboutmeand

MandlaandwhatIhearddisturbedmyears....

Tobecontinued....

[1/24,12:32]Lynne:Insert4.

*

*

*

ImovedclosertothedoorbecauseIthoughtwhatI

heardwasprobablyamistake.

"SheneedstodosomethingfortheXulufamily



becauseMandlaisthelastone"

"Shewilldoitdonotworryatall"

"Ithastobeababyboy,notagirl.Theancestorshave

saidthatifitisnotaboythensheisnoteligiblefor

us"

Whatweretheyallgoingonabout?Ineeded

answers.Isteppedbackandtookawalkaroundthe

place.Ihonestlyneededtobesofarawayfromallof

them.AsIwaswalkingdowntheroadsomeonewas

yellingforme.Iturnedbackanditwasanoldfriend

ofmine,Nhlanhla.

Nhlanhla:"Heyyou,haven'tseenyouinalongtime"

Me:"Hey,wherehaveyoubeenhiding?"

Nhlanhla:"Youtheonewhohasbeenhiding.But

anywaysIjustcametofixmamashouseandnow

I'mgoingbacktoJohannesburg."

Me:"Whendidyoumovethere?"

Nhlanhla:"Itsbeenonly4yearsyaziandsofarI'm

happy"

Me:"That'sgreat"



Nhlanhla:"What'sbeengoingoninyourlife?"Ilooked

forwardandignoredhim.

Nhlanhla:"Well?"

Me:"Idon'twanttoburdenyouwithmyproblems"

Nhlanhla:"Wellwhateveritisitsurelyiseatingyou

alive"Ilookedathimandtookinadeepbreath.

Me:"I'mgettingmarriedNhlanhla"Isawhiseyespop

outandhecoveredhismouth.Westoodlikethatfor

sometime.

Nhlanhla:"Areyoujoking?"

Me:"No"

Nhlanhla:"Ushadanobani?"

Me:"SomeguynamedMandlaXulu"

Nhlanhla:"Whyyoumakingitseemlikeyou'renot

happy"

Me:"I'mnot"

Nhlanhla:"Thenwhy?"

Me:"Longstory"



Nhlanhla:"Wow,youmusthaveitbadey"hisphone

rangandheanswereditandIjuststoodthere

lookingathimtalkhesmiledatmeandpulledonmy

lowerlipwithhisfingers.Ididn'tfinditweirdbecause

healwayshadathingformevele.

Nhlanhla:"Ineedtogetgoingpleasegivemeyour

numbersowecancalleachotheronceinawhile"I

gavehimmynumberandthenhegavemeanice

warmhugthatmademelightenupthenheleft.I

turnedbackaftersometimeandwenthome.AsI

wasenteringtheyardMandlawasstandingatthe

gateandhewasplayingwithapocketknifeinhis

hands.Iwalkedpasthimbuthesaidsomethingthat

mademepauseandlookathim.

Mandla:"Alreadyumfaziyamiuyangijolela

noNhlanhla"

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Mandla:"Isawyourlittleromanticscenewithhim,are

youcheatingalready?"

Me:"You'reridiculous"Iwalkedbackintothe

house.ImmediatleyasIwalkedinmymother



requestedIcallMandlasothattheycantalktous.I

calledhimandsatdownonthesofa.Therewere

grandma'sandauntsfromhissideandfrommine

too.Hecametositdownnextmetoandplacedhis

hugehandonmythigh.Ifeltelectricityrushing

throughmybodyandIblushedatwhathehasjust

done.ButIknewitwasallpretensebecausedeep

insidehewantsnothingtodowithmeandItoodon't

wanthimatall.

"Wecalledyouhereonseriousmattersconcerning

thegenerationoftheXulufamily"

"Mandla,youliveinJohannesburgandyesyouwill

gobacksoonafteryouandNomzamogetmarried

butforustobesureshe'sthechosenone,youwill

bothhavetoconceiveachild"Iimmediatelypopped

myeyesoutandlookedatthemliketheywerecrazy

inactualmatteroffacttheywere.

Me:"Excuseme?"

"Abaphansirequiredforthistohappenandwe

cannotturnonthem,youwillneedtobearMandlaa

babyboyandonlythenwillweofficiallyacceptyou



inthefamilyandintroduceyoutotheancestorsas

hiswife"

Me:"AndifIcan'tbearhimason?"

"Thenyourfamilywillsufferagreatdealofsuffering

andtears"

Mandla:"Whenmustallthistakeplace?"

"Assoonaspossible"

Ohgreat.18,marriedandpregnantwilltotally

suck.Thisistotalmadness.

Mandla:"Isitnottooearly,Ican'tbeafatheratsuch

ayoungage"

"Thereisnodisagreeinghereboy,youalljusthaveto

followtheinstructionsgiventoyou"hestoodupand

stormedoutthehouse.

"Kodwawhyisthatboylikethat?Yousendinghimto

Gautengwasabigmistakeyazi"

Tata:"Don'tworryhe'salwayslikethat,hewill

eventuallyobey."

"Ntombazana,getreadyfortomorrowbecauseyou



areheadingdowntothecourttomorrowandsigning

marriagepapersandthenyouneedtopackyoustuff

becauseyouwillbestayingattheXuluhousehold

untilMandlacomesbackforyou"

Istoodupandwenttomyroomsoicouldhavea

cryingsession.Itookoffallmyclothesandwore

pyjamasandthengotundertheblankets.Icriedand

crieduntilIhadnostrengthinmewhichledmeto

fallingasleep.

^

^

^

Mandla'sPOV.

Istoodupandwalkedoutbangingthedooronmy

wayout.TherewasnowayIwasgonnadealwithall

thisnonsense.Itwascrap.Igotinmycaranddrove

homeandwentstraighttomyroom.Iundressedand

openedtheshowertapandsteppedinlettingthehot

watercascademe.Nomzamoisareallygorgeous

girlandshe'severythingamanneedsbutI'mnot

readytoriskherlifebylettingherbemarriedto



me.What'sworseisthatifshefallspregnant,our

childwillalsobeindanger.Shit,howdidthingsgetso

bad!!Isteppedoutbecausethehotwaterwas

runningout.MyphoneranganditwasLucky,heis

oneofmyguys,literallytheonlyoneItrust.

Me:"Sho"

Lucky:"Boss,they'vebeenquiet"

Me:"Theyhaven'tattackedyet?"

Lucky:"No,mysourcestellmetheyplanningonnot

attackingsoon"

Me:"Sharp,stayonholdthough"Ipuffedthinkingof

thisgangthat'sterrorisingme,theyhavenoideawho

theydealingwithyazi.UrghIhavesomuchtodeal

with.IwishCassandrawasherewithme,thatgirl

knowshowtomakeamanhappy.Imaybemore

than42kmawayfromherbutIknowshecansatisfy

methroughavideocall.Igrabbedmyphoneand

dialedhernumberforavideocall.Itrang

unanswered.Wow.That'safirst.Idialledagainand

thistimeheansweredinsteadshelookeda

mess.Hermake-upwasruinedandhereyelinerwas



droopingbecauseoftears.

Me:"Heyhey,what'swrongbaby"

Cass:"IhavebadnewsforyouMandla"

Me:"Wellspititoutthen"

Cass:"I'mreallysorry,Iknowyoudidn'twantthisto

happenbut"shestartedcrying.Iwasnotgonnadeal

withheremotionalasstonightsoIendedthecall

andthrewmyheadonthepillow.SecondslaterI

receivedatextfromherwhichmademejumpoff

frommybed.Ohshit,Iamsodead.

Tobecontinued...

[1/24,12:33]Lynne:Insert5.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

Ikeptonreadingthemessageoverandoveragain.It

washardtobelieve.Ifanyofmyfamilymembers

foundoutaboutthisIwoulddefinitelybecutoffjust



likeSmangawas.Itwashardtosleepafterseeing

themessageandsleeponlycametomeat3am.

_

_

Iwokeupandlookedatmysisterwhowassleeping

nexttome.Shewassnoringsosoftlybesides

me,Noxywasonegorgeouslady.Infactmywhole

familyhadgorgeouslovelywomen.Igotoutoffthe

bedandwalkedtothewindow,thesunrisingupwas

astunningsighttosee.Istaredoffintothesunand

rememberedmygrandfather'swordstomebefore

hepassedaway.Hesaid"Thesunrisingupisasign

ofanewday,anewbeginningandachanceforyou

tofixwhatneedstobefixed."Andhewasright.Yeah

suremeandMandlawereforcedtobetogetherbut

whoknowsmaybewemightworkoutandeventually

loveeachother.Itseemedimpossiblebuteventually

somethingbetweenuswillhappen.

Noxy:"ThinkingaboutMandla?"

Me:"Goodmorningtoyoutoo"

Noxy:"Howareyoufeelingabouttoday?"



Me:"I'mjustcoolaboutit"

Noxy:"Weneedtofindyouadressfortoday"shesaid

withanecstaticvoice.

Me:"Alreadyhaveone"Iopenedmywardrobeand

pulledoutablacklongsleevedressfromMr

Price.Shelookedatitlikeitwassomedisgusting

thing.

Noxy:"Babygirl,don'tbesoboring.Youneedtodress

toshowMandlathatyouhavethefireinyou"

Me:"ButIdon't"

Noxy:"You'rebeingridiculous,gotakeabath"Irolled

myeyesandgrabbedmyfaceclothandwalkedto

thebathroom.

Mom:"Goodmorning"

Me:"Hi"

Mom:"TheXulu'saregoingtobeheretotakeusto

homeaffairssogetyourbagsreadyokay"

Me:"Okay"

Mom:"Iknowyou'resadaboutallofthisbabygirlbut



you'restrongokayandIknowyouwillpull

through.Youjustneedtobeagoodwifeanrespect

theXulu'stoo"

Me:"Ihearyou,canIgotakeabathnow"Shemoved

andthenIwentintothebathroomandtooka

bath.AterthatIlotionedandworeabluedress,a

doekandbluesandals.Noxythenalsotookabath

andworeawhitejean,blackgolft-shirtandblackair

forces.Mysisterhasstyleshame,it'stoobadIonly

haddressesincloset.Igrewupwearingskirtsand

dressesonly.Wethenleftandwenttothemallwhen

wegotthereNoxywantedmetowearawhite

weddingdressbutIstronglyrefusedandthenwe

endedupchoosingawhitemermaiddresswith

somebeadingdetailsonthetopofthedressand

thenboughtmyZuluaccessoriesandthenbought

whiteheels.Afterthatwewenttogetmyhairand

nailsdone.Ididacurlybobandnudecolourednails.I

lookedsodifferentbutyetsosexy.

Noxy:"I'mhungrylet'sgoeatatMcDonald's"

Me:"Okay"



EveryoneknowsMcDonaldshasthesectionwith

normaltablesandthesectionwherepeopleeat

muffinsanddrinkcoffeehascouches.Sowhenwe

enteredNoxysaidIshouldgofindusatableandI

waswalkinginIcouldfeelacoupleofeyesstaring

atmeandguesswhoelsewasthere.Mandla.I

lookedathimandhealsolookedat

me.Unfortunatelytheonlytableemptywastheone

nexttowherehewassittingwithsomeguys

dressedinsuits.Isatdownandlookedtheother

way.Afterawhilesomeguyopenedthechairnextto

meandsatdown.Hewasn'tthathotbutIcouldtell

hewasabitold.

"Hey,I'mSbuandIcouldn'thelpbutnoticehow

gorgeousyouare.What'syourname?"

Me:"Uhm.."Mandlainterruptedmeandspoke.

Mandla:"She'sMrsXulu,mywife"hesaidnexttomy

earandthenhekissedmycheek.Thekissleftme

withelectricityrunningthroughmyveins.Heopened

theotherchairandalsosatdownandlookedinto

theeyesofSbu.



Sbu:"Shedoesn'thavearingon"hesaid.

Mandla:"Whethershehasoneornotsheisstill

mine.Nowdon'tirritatemecomingheretoflirtwith

hersomayyoupleaseleaveusinpeace.Youdon't

wantanotherepisodeof.."ItwaslikeSbuand

MandlasharedhistoryandbadhistoryImean

becauseafterhesaidthatSburaisedhisbrow,stood

upandleft.

Mandla:"Youlookdifferent,butImustsayyoulook

stunning"hehasnevercomplimentedmeandI

wantedtoblushbutIheldmyselftogether.

Me:"Whatthehellwasthat,youtotallyembarrassed

me"

Mandla:"Hey,Idon'twantpeopleflirtingwithyou.I

don'tlikeit"Iraisedmyeyebrowandwas

shocked.Hedidn'twantpeopleflirtingwithme?It's

notlikeweweredatingorsomething.AsIwasabout

tospeakNoxycamerushingtoourtablewiththe

food.

Noxy:"Doyounotknowit'sbadluckforthegroomto

seethebridebeforethewedding?"



Mandla:"Youdoknowtherearenofeelingsbetween

usright,sothatdoesn'tcount"

Wow!JustwhenIwasthinkinghelikedme(eyeroll).I

lookeddownandthenMandlastoodupandtoldme

he'llseemeinanhourandwalkedaway.Wethenate

ourfoodandafterweweredonewent

home.Everybodywasalreadyreadyanddressed

up,onlyNoxyandIneededtochange.Shewantedto

doanabsolutefacebeatonmebutIjustoptedfor

eyebrowsandlipstick.ThenIchangedandworethe

clothesIboughttoday.Ilookedatmyselfinthe

mirrorandIlookedstunning.Wewerethenrushed

intothecarstheysentusandthendrovetohome

affairs.Theyhelpedmegetoffthecarandintothe

offices.WemetthewiththeXulu's.Mandlawas

wearingablackandwhitetux.Wewerethen

allocatedtoanofficeandourofficerwasMr

Nkosi.Wewentintohisofficeandhegreetedus.

MrNkosi:"Maytheringspleasebepresentedtothe

table"

Tatatookouttheringsandopenedthem.Mandla's

ringwasjustasimplegoldbandandminewasan



18caratsilverring.

MrNkosi:"Beforewecontinuewiththevowsisthere

anyonewhothinksthatthesetwoshouldnotget

married.Speaknoworforeverholdyourpeace".

SomehowIwasexpectingsomeonetoopposethis

marriageinsteadIwashitbackbysilencefrom

them.

MrNkosi:"Okay,pleaseholdeachothersringsin

yourhandsanrepeatafterme"

^

^

IwalkedoutoftheofficesasMrsXulu,asawoman

entitledtotheXulufamily.Thiswasit,Iwasleaving

thehomewhereIgrewuptomoveinwiththem.I

havenoideahowthingswillturnoutbecause

MandlaisgoingbacktohislifeinJohannesburgand

willcomebackandtakemetolivewithhimonceI

ampregnantwithhisbaby.Thisismylife.Itwasset

outforme.Goodbyetomydreams,goodbyetomy

hopesandgoodbyetomylife.Mandlahasnotyet

saidawordtomeandthewholeridewasquiet.We



thenfinallyarrivedtotheXuluhousehold.Itwas

thosehomesteadswithhutsalloverandabigmain

houseinthecentreabigyardwithcows,sheepand

chickens.Thesepeopleareclearlyrich.Wegotoff

thecarandwentintothehousewherewewereall

goingtoeatlunchandthenIwillbidmyfamily

goodbye.Theywereonlyallowedtocallandvisitme

thedayIwasgoingtolivewithMandlain

Johannesburg.TheXulu'shadahugehomeandit

wasstunningandbeautifulinside,therewere

paintingsalloveramdfamilyphotos.Therewasthis

onephotothatwastakenwhenhewasyoungand

thereasanotheryoungboynexttoMandla.Iwonder

whothatis.Iwasgreetedbyhisparentswhile

assessingthehouse.Igreetedback.

Mam'Nelly:"Mandlashowherwhereshewillbe

sleepingplease"henoddedandthenIfollowedhim

downthecorridorandtothishugeroom.Itsmeltlike

MandlasoIwasguessingweweresleepingtogether

then.Ilookedaroundandthenhefinallyspoke.

Mandla:"YoucanhavethebedI'llbesleepingonthe

floor"



Me:"Idon'twanttokickyououtfromyourroom,so

I'llsleeponthefloor"

Mandla:"Noway"Ijustnodded.

Me:"CanIpleasehaveamomenttochange

please"henoddedandsteppedout.

Ithentookoffmydressanditfelltothefloor.Iwas

inmyredbraandredlaceunderwearwhenthedoor

openedanditwas......

Tobecontinued....

[1/24,12:33]Lynne:Insert6.

Mandla'sPOV2.

Isteppedoutandclosedthedooronhertogiveher

theprivacysheneeded.AsIwasabouttoleaveI

realisedthenthatmyphonewasstillinmyroom.It

wasn'tthatbigofadealbutIknewCassandracan

callanytimeshefeltlikeitandthatwouldleadto

manystonesbeinguncovered.Iopenedthedoorand

thereshewas.Hereyesstruckwithshockandawe.I



alwaysknewshehadagorgeousbodythrough

thoseclothesbutseeingherhalfnakedwasway

morethanexpected.Herbreastswerefulland

plump,hercurveswerelusciousandcreamyandfull,I

wishIcouldturnheroverandgetalookather

behind.Shewasindeedthewholepackage.Istepped

inandclosedthedoor.

*

*

Nobodylikesthoseunexpectedawkwardmoments

thatleaveyoufeelingembarrassedafterwards.When

MandlaopenedthedooronmeIexpectedhimto

saysorryandclosethedoorandleavemealonebut

insteadhestoodonthedoorwayandlookedat

me.Firstinmyeyesandnextthinghe'slookingatmy

bodyfromheadtotoe.Helookedatmewhileslowly

lickinghismouth.Ifeltlikethoseyounggirlsthat

werebeingsoldtohungrypowermen.AllIcouldsee

inhiseyeswaslustanddesire.I'veneverbeeninthe

presenceofamanbeforeanditwasweirdbutalso

thrillinginmybody.Hesteppedinandwalkedcloser

tome,he'seyesweresofocusedonmyassets.It



wasbreathtakingnotknowingwhathisnextmove

willbe.Hecircledmeandplacedhisfingersonhis

chinlikehewasthinking.HestoodbehindmethenI

felthisstrongarmaroundmywait,hisskinwashot

anditmademenervous.Hisotherhandmoved

towardsmyneckandhemademeplacemyheadon

hisshoulderandhishandwasplacedonmy

neck.Hetrailedhisfingersfrommywaitaroundmy

tummyandthenheslowlymovedthemaroundmy

underwear.IknewwherehewasheadedandI

wantedtobreakitoffandstophimbutitwasso

exciting.Hisonefingeropenedmyfrontalpartofmy

lingeriewhilehisotherfingersexploredmyinner

folds.Ifoundmyselfbreathingandmoaningin

pleasure.Thiswassonewtome.Hewasslowly

fondlingmyclitoriswhileplantingsmallkisseson

myneck.Hisfingerswentabitfurtherbackandthey

weresearchingformyentrance.Shit.Myentrance

hasnotyetbeenbrokenupifyouknowwhatI

mean.Yes.Iamstillavirgin.Hewouldprobablybe

shockedandwanttodeflowermenowwhilewe

werestillgettinghotandIwassonotready.He

startedrubbingmyclitoriswithhisthumbwhilehis



otherfingerswererubbingmeniceandslow,Iwas

gettingswollen,hotandwetwitheveryminute

passingby.

Mandla:"You'resotight"Ihadnoideawhatthat

meantbutIkeptonenjoyingthemoment.Butthen

somethingstrangehappened,Ifeltinmesomething

buildup,likeIwantedtobreakthrough.Mandla

noticedthisandheimmediatelyremovedhishands

andleftmebreathless.Imaynotbeanexpectwith

thesethingsbutIfeelrobbed,Iwasdepriveda

chancetobreakfree.Hethentookhisphoneandleft

justlikethat.Istaredatthethedoorafterhimin

shock.Whatthehellhasjusthappened?Icheckedmy

vaginaanditwasstillswollenandyet,Ineedtotake

ashoweryoh.Iwenttothebathroomandtooka

longshowerthinkingaboutmylittlehotromance

withMandla.AfterawhileIsteppedoutandthen

lotionedandchangedintoapinkdressandwhite

sandals,someoneknockedonmydooranditwas

hismother.

Mam'Nelly:"You'vebeeninhereforquitealong

time,Iwasstartingtoworryaboutyou"



Me:"I'mtotallyfine"

Mam'Nelly:"Wellwe'restartingtoeatnow,Iwouldn't

wantyoumissingout."

Inoddedandwalkedoutwithherandwewenttothe

livingroom,everybodywasseatedandshesatdown

nexttoherhusbandandtheonlyavailablechairwas

nexttoMandla.Ilookeddownandsatdownwhile

ignoringhim.

Noxy:"Areyouokay?Youseemabitpale"

Me:"YesI'mtotallyfine"helookedatmeandIsaw

himsmirkabit.HewasamusedbythiswholethingI

hadtogetbackathim.Nomatterwhat.Wealltalked

andbondedlikeafamily,Iwasjustquietthewhole

time.Whenitwaslateatnight,itwastimeformeto

bidmyfamilygoodbye.Itwaspainfultomebutit

hadtobedone.Ihuggedthemallandkissedthema

goodbye.WhentheyallgotintheircarsIstoodon

theporchandwatchedthemdriveaway.Ithen

startedcrying.Ahugepartofmyheartfelt

shattered.IlovedandadoredmyfamilyandnowI

wouldonlyseethemwhoknowswhenIfall



pregnant.Istoodoutwithmyarmscrossedfora

longtimeuntilMandlacameoutwithablanketand

placeditonmyshoulders.Hepulledmeclosertohis

chestandletmecryuntilIreleasedeverythingfrom

mychest.Ididn'tknowhecouldbesokindandopen

tomeandyeshesmeltsogood.

I'mNomzamoXuluandI'minaforced

marriage.Let'sseewhatthisnewdoorofmylifehas

instoreforme.

Tobecontinued....
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*

*

*

Itsbeen3weekswiththeXulufamily,Iwon'tlie

thoughit'sbeenamazingandjoyful.I'vebeen

spendingtimewithMandla'smomanddadand

somedayswiththebossmanhimself,Mandla.There

aredayswhereIjustwishtostranglehimtodeath



orjuststabhimbecauseheisonerudeguy.There

wasadaywherewespentitnotfightingbut

spendingtimetogetherpeacefully.Onthatdaywe

wentouttobuyawholenewwardrobeofclothesfor

me,apparentlymystylewaswaytooboring.It'snot

myfaultthough,Iwasraisedtowearlongdresses,

longskirtsandtopsthatcoverhalfofyourarms.

That'sjustthewayitwaswithme,butnowIwas

openeduptoaworldofjeans,jeggings,jumpsuits,

shirts,blousesandheels.Lol.

Iwaslayinginbedandstaringoffintotheroom.Oh

meandMandlanowsharedthesameroomand

samebed.Iwaskindausedtoitnow.Ifelthimstir

nexttomeandturntomyside.Hepeekedoverme

andgreetedme.

Me:"Morning"

Mandla:"Howdidyousleep?"

Me:"Wellthankyou"

Mandla:"Situpweneedtotalkaboutsomestuff"

Isatupandlookedathim,Iwaswearingablacksilk

andlacenightieandhewasonlyinshorts.Topless.



Mandla:"Ihavetogosortoutmybusinessbackin

Johannesburgandit'sreallyurgent.I'mleaving

todayintheevening.Ihadatalkwithmyparents

andtheyaskedmetodosomethingbeforeIleave

forJoburg."

Me:"What'sthat?"

Mandla:"Somethingsodisturbing"

Me:"Wellyouknowwecantalkaboutitright?"

Mandela:"Pleasedon'tbeshockedortraumatized,I

knowwebothnotreadyforthisnextstepinthis

marriage"

Istartedgettingscared,whatifwehavetostart

gettingintimatewitheachother.

Mandla:"Wehavetobearachildtogether,soon"

Immediatelyeverythingwentsilentaroundme.A

child?Atonly18?Ineverexpectedmyfuturetoturn

outlikethis.Marriage.Thenababy.Whoknows

what'snext?Itcouldbeformetobeacomplete

housewife.

Mandla:"Nomzamo"Igotoutoffbedandwentover



tothewindowthatlookedovertotherestofthe

householdoftheXulu's.Warmtearsfellfrommy

eyesdownmyface.HonestlyIdon'tthinkIshould

evenbealiveatthispointanymore.Hecameto

standbymysideandtriedtotouchme,Imovedover

totheothersideandignoredhim.

Mandla:"I'mreallysorry,Ialsodidn'twantthingsto

enduplikethis.I'mnotreadyforachildtoothat's

justahugeresponsibilityonmyside,becauseI

doubtI'lleverhavetimetolookafterthechildnor

willIgiveattentiontoit"

Okaynowthathitdeep,soweneedtomakeababy

andhejustadmitsthathewon'tevenmakeaneffort

tobeinthebaby'slife.Nxa.ClearlyIwasjust

wastingmytimewiththiswholearrangedmarriage

bullshit.Urgh,whydidithavetome?Whydidmy

ancestorshavetosayIneedtopullupwithallthis

nonsense.

Me:"Ineedmyownspaceplease"

Mandla:"Okayit'sfinebutjustrememberthatIam

leavingtonightandwehavetogetthingsdoneby



theendoftodayorelseyouandIwillhaveto

undergoalotofprocedureswiththeancestors."

Iignoredhimandwenttothebigbathroominour

bedroom,Iopenedthetapandwaitedthebathtubto

getfull.AllIneedrightnowisahotbath.Whenit

wasfull,Isteppedinandsoakedmybody.

AtthispointIdon'tevenwanttothinkaboutthe

situationthatIamfacing,Ijustwanttoblockoutall

negativethoughtsfrommymind.Ijustwanttobe

me.Thirtyminuteslater,Igotoff,lotionedandthen

coveredmyselfwithatowel.WhenIgotoutthe

bathroomMandlawasonthephonewithsomeone

andhelookedirritated.

"Canwenotdothisnow,I'mnotinthemoodtotalk

aboutthisnonsensethatyouarebringinginmylife"

hethennoticedIwasoutofthebathroomandthen

endedthecall.Ijustlookedathimandignoredhim.

Me:"Ineedmyprivacyplease"

Mandla:"What'sthepoint,it'sobviousthatlateron

youandIaregoingtobusysoyoucanjustdressin

frontofme"



Me:"Excuseme?"hegotoutofbedtooandwalked

overtome.

Mandla:"Matteroffactlet'sjustdothedeednow

andstopwastingtime"hesaidwhilelookingmein

myeyeswithlust.MandlaandIweren'tthatclose

regardingournewlyfoundrelationshipbutonething

webothsharedforeachotherwaslustanddesire

andIhadnoideawhetheritwasgoodornot.Iknow

deepdownhewantedmesobadandIalsoknowI

wantedhimtoo,sobad.He'sright,whynotgetsome

morningglorynow,ifIsayI'mnotreadywhenwillI

everbeready?

HewasstilllookingatmewhileIwasinthought

aboutwhetherweshouldjustgetitdonewithornot.

Mandla:"Shouldweorshouldwenot?"

Me:"WellyouknowI'mnoexpertatthisandIhave

noexperiencebutIamwillingtogiveitatry"

Mandla:"I'mgladyoutrustmeenough,nowfirst

thingsfirst,whenisyourperioddue?

Me:"Ijustgotoffmyperiod3daysago"



Mandla:"Perfect,nowweneedtogetthattoweloff

you"hesayswithhiseyesfeastingonmybody.

HecametoocloselyandIjustcouldn'tbreathe,but

heassuredmetobecalm.Heremovedmytoweland

carriedmefromthebathroomtothebedroom,he

placedmeonthebedandstartedkissingme,oh

damnheisjustsuchagoodkisser.Whilehewas

kissingme,hisotherhandwascaressingmybody

anditwasgoingdowntomyvagina,hefirststarted

fondlingitandthenplayedwithmyclitoris.Ifeltall

sensationsatonce.HegroanedandImoanedin

pleasure.Hestoppedkissingmeandwentdownon

hiskneesandplacedmylegsontopofhis

shoulders,Iknewexactlywhathewasaboutto

do.NextthingIfelthistonguefondlethelipsofmy

vaginaandIjustdidn'tknowwhattodobutthe

feelingwassogood.Histonguewasexploringme

andallIcoulddowasgrabtheblanketsinfistsor

elseIwouldbesquirmingsomuch,afterhewas

donehetookstoodup,lookedintomyeyesand

flashedmehisgorgeoussmilewhiletakingoffhis

pantsandalsohisunderwear.Hiscrotchwasupand



hungryanddamnitwashuge,wasthatreallyeven

goingtofitinme.

Mandla:"I'llbegentle"hecameontopofmeand

kissedmeoncemorewhiledirectinghisthinginme,

IfelttheheadgoinandImovedawayabit.

Mandla:"Calmdown"

Hekissedmeagainandslowlyputtheheadin,next

thingasharppaincoarsedthroughmybodyandat

thatmomentIknewhewasfullyin.

Me:"Ithurts,pleaseremoveit"tearsfellfrommy

eyesasIsaidso.

Mandla:"I'mnotevenhalfwayin"

Me:"Idon'tcare,thishurtsMandla"

Mandla:"IfIstopnow,we'regonnahavetocontinue

lateronanditmightbemorepainful"Ijustignored

himandIguesshetookmysilenceasagetgo

becauseIfelthisshaftgomoreintome,every

secondbroughtpaintomeandtearstomyeyes.He

pulledoutabitandwentinagain.Mxmniggawas

evengroaninginpleasurewhileIwasintremendous



pain.Ijustwantedeverythingtoend.AfterawhileI

feltashowerofspermshitmywallsandatthat

momentIknewthattherewasnowayIwas

escapingpregnancythistime.Hecollapsedontop

ofmeandwaspantingforair.Afterafewminuteshe

gotoffmeandlayonhisback.

Mandla:"I'msorryifIhurtyou"

Me:"WhateverMandla"

Mandla:"NoreallyIam,it'sjustthatwehadtomeet

thisdeadlinetoday,Iguessmymomwillhaveto

takeyoutothedoctorinafewdaystocheckif

you'repregnantornot,IjusthopeyoudobecauseI

havealotofworktodoinJohannesburgIcan'tbe

flyingheretotryandmakeachildwithyouagain"

Doesthisguyeverregardthefeelingsofother

peoplearoundhimbecausewhathesaidhurtmy

feelingsabit.Hegotoffthebedandwenttothe

bathroom,Icurledmyselfinaballandjuststarted

crying.Isthisreallywhateverydayofmylifeisgoing

tobelike?AmIalwaysgoingtobeverballyabused

bymyarrangedhusband?WhatdidIeverdoto



deservethis?

Tobecontinued.......
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*

*

*

WhileIwascurledupinthebed,hecamebackand

carriedmeinhisarms.

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Mandla:"Iwantyoutoberelievedfromthepain,I

knowyouwouldn'tevenbeabletowalktothe

bathroom"wegottothebathroomandhehadthe

bathtubfilledwithbubblebathsoapandIcouldtell

thathealsoputinsomebathsaltsfromthewayit

wassmellinginthebathroom.Heputmeinthe

bathtubandtoldmetorelax.Hetookoffthetowel

thathehadaroundhiswaistandgotintothe

shower.Whuuuhaaa,iyababalendodaeventhough

he'srudemostofthetime.Hewasshapedwelland



allthebicepsweresculpturedsowell,hehadthose

nicejuicythighs,asmall(a)nyanabutt,broad

shoulders,hewasjustthewholepackagemahnand

futhihewasdarkskinned.Whenhesteppedintothe

showerIcouldactuallyseehisshaftbetweenhis

legsthroughthesmallgaphehadbetweenhislegs.

Trustme,it'shuge.Ilayinthebathtubandletthe

steamywaterdothejob,heshowerednotforalong

timeandleftthebathroomsonowIwasall

alone.Someminuteslater,Igotoutthebathroom

andyeshewasright,itwassodifficulttoevenclimb

outthebathtubthewayIwassoredownthere.I

grabbedatowelandworeslippersandslowly

walkedtothebedroom,IfeellikeI'vebeenhitwitha

hammerspecificallyinoneareaofmybody,my

vagina.WhenIgotout,hewasalreadypackinghis

clothesinsuitcases.

Me:"Soisthisit?"

Mandla:"I'llbebackforyouonceI'mcertainyou're

pregnant"

Me:"BackformeasinIwillhavetocomelivewith

youorwhat?"



Mandla:"Yes,myparentswantitthatway"Ijust

noddedandchangedintoafloralmaxidressand

sandals.Itiedmybraidinasimpleponytailandsat

onthebed.Hewenttothebathroomagainandthen

Iheardhisphonering.Ilookedaroundanditwasn't

anywhereonthebedbutIcouldhearitwasunder

thepillow,IgrabbeditandthecallerIDwaswritten

"Cassandra "

Yes,Cassandrawithanemoji,thepicturewasof

somelovelyladyyoucouldtellshewasrichandwas

thewholepackageforMandla.

Mandla:"Whatareyoudoingwithmyphone?"the

callercutthecall.

Me:"Uhm,aCassandrajustcalled"

Mandla:"Canwepleaserespecteachother's

properties,don'tevertouchmyphone"inodded.

Mandla:"DoImakemyselfclear"

Me:"Crystal"hewassoangryandirritated,Iwonder

whatthisCassandragirlhasonhim.

Mandla:"Let'sgoeatbreakfast"



Weleftandjoinedhisfamilyandwehadbreakfast,

buthonestlymymindwasn'tonthefoodnorthe

timewe'respendingasa"family"butmymindwas

onthisCassandragirlorwhatever,Imeanheeven

savedhernamewithanemojiforcryingoutloud.

Theonlythingthatwasgoingthroughmyheadwas

thatMandlahasagirlfriendinJohannesburg,Imean

there'snoreasonhewouldgetoverprotectivewith

hisphoneinthatway.

Afterbreakfast,Mandlaannouncedthathehadto

changeflightplansandwasleavingin30minutes.

Wehelpedhimpackhisbagsinthecarandwhenhe

gotinhecalledmeovertohisdriver'sside,his

parentswereonthepatiowatchingus.

Mandla:"Iloveyou"

Okay,Imaynotbeanexpertonloveand

relationshipsbutthewayhesaiditshowedmethat

heonlysaidthose3wordstotryandconvincehis

parentsthateverythingbetweenuswasgoing

well.UrghandofcoursewhatdoesstupidNomzamo

do,Ireplybackwiththesamedangerouswords.



Me,:"Iloveyoutoo"heleansinforakissandIalso

leaninandweshareapassionatekissbeforehe

drivesoffinhisblackRangeRovertillIcan'tseeit

anymore.

*

Myphoneringsandit'smysisterNoxy.

Noxy:"Heymntase,it'sbeensolongsinceI'veheard

yourvoice"

Me:"LOL,Iknowhey,howareyoudoing"

Noxy:"I'mdoinggreatsweetly,ontheflipside?"

Me:"Idon'tevenknowhowIfeel,I'mjustalloverthe

place"

Noxy:"Icouldsensefromyourtonewhenyou

answeredthephonethatyou'renotwell.Whatare

theydoingtoyou?"

Me:"Nothing,hisparentsarereallynicepeople

kodwasometimesIreallyquestionmyselfwhydidit

havetome"

Noxy:"Hawubabes,I'msosorry.YouknowIwould've

gladlytakenyourspotanytimeoftheday,butyou



needtobestrong.Theresareasonwhythe

ancestorschosebothofyou,lovewillcome

eventually"

Me:"Idon'tthinksoNoxy,Ieventhinkhehas

someoneontheside"

Noxy:"Whatmakesyousaythat?"

Me:"Shecalledtodayandhesnappedatmefor

lookingathisphone"

Noxy:"Zamo,onethingIknowisthatourmomdidn't

raiseweakwomen,sheraisedstrongwomenwho

fightforwhatistheirs"

Me:"Butthequestionis,isMandlareallymine?Ishe

worthfightingfor?"

Noxy:"Yabonamase'ukhulumanjeuveleungilahle

manje"

Me:"Let'sjustforgetit,thankyouforcallingthough.I

appreciatethelove"

Noxy:"I'mavailableforyouanytimeokay"

Me:"Yeah,goodbye"iendedthecallandthenitcame

tome.



WhatamIdoingwithmylife?AmIseriouslygoing

towaithereforlikeaverylongtime?Imightaswell

spendmytimeproductively.Imean,Iamafterall

umakotiandwhatIneedtheyshouldprovide.Itook

mypurseandmyphoneandthenwenttogolookfor

hisparents,mysearchforthemwasn'teventhat

longbecausetheywerecomingtomyroom.

Mam'Nelly:"Areyougoinganywhere"

Me:"Yes"

Tata:"Towheremakoti"

Me:"Idon'tknowtoobutIcan'talwaysbeinthis

house,Ineedtodosomething.Sittingdownandnot

doinganythingiskeepingmeanxious"

Tata:"Ohwellyoucouldgotothemallandbuyse

stuff,perhapsyoucouldgothebabydepartments"

Hebanna,babydepartmentyan'manje?

Me:"Don'tyouthinkit'stoosoonforthat?"

Tata:"Weneedtostartpreparingforthebaby"

Me:"I'llsee"hesmiledandtookouthisbigfatwallet

andhandedmehiscard.Hegavemethecardspin



andcalledadrivertotakemetothemall.

*

Itwasn'tmyfirsttimehere,buttheplacewasso

hugethatitfeltlikemyfirst.NowIwasstuck,

becauseIhadnoideawhatisitthatIwantedtodo.

Saleswoman:"Sawubonasisi,wedonailsforR300

here,pleasecomeinandseeourwonderfulwork"

Lol,okaythat'sastart,Imightaswellgetmynails

done.Ismiledandnodded,Iwentinandthey

allocatedachairforme,thiswasmyfirsttime

gettingmynailsdoneandI'veseenmanygirlsget

themsolovelyandtheyjustlookamazing.Shs

showedmealltheavailableoptionstochoosefrom,

andIoptedformediumnudecoffinnails.Whileshe

wasdoingthethings,Iturnaroundandnoticethis

gorgeousgirlnextme.She'salmostdonewithher

nails,butsomethingmakesmewanttostareather

morebecauseshelooksfamiliar.Sheturnstomy

sideanddamn,Iamshockedandstunnedbywhoit

is.



Tobecontinued....
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*

*

*

ShelookedsomuchprettierinpersonandIjust

didn'tknowhowtoreact,shelookedatmeandIwas

stillstaring,shelookedatmestillandfrowned.I

turnedaroundinaweandfocusedonmynails.Icant

believeitwasher,Iwantedtoaskhersome

questionskodwaIdidn'twanttojumpinto

conclusions.Herassistantfinishedherupbyputting

onsomelotiononherandrubbingherhands.She

stoodupandInearlyfainted.Shewasnotonly

aroundmebutshewasalsopregnant,shelooked4

or5monthspregnant.Haveyoueverhadthosedays

wherebyyoujustdon'tknowwhereyouremotions

areleadingyouto?

Wellthatmomentformewasnow.Shepaidbythe

counterandthenwentout,myeyesfollowedherand

nowIfeltlightheaded,therehewas.Thesonofa



bitchwasholdingherbythewaistandadmiring

her.Mandlatoldmeandhisfamilythathehadto

leavebecausetherewasacrisis,buthereheisina

publicmallwithpregnantCassandra.Ihavenoidea

whatthehellIshouldevendoatthemoment.They

stoodoutsidetheshopforawhileandIaskedmy

assistanttowaitabitIneededtomakeanurgent

phonecall,shenoddedandIgrabbedmyphoneand

dialedhisnumber.Youwon'tbelievewhathe

did.WhileIwasdialingIwaslookingthroughthe

windowtoseeifhewillreallyanswerandlietome

throughthephone,butnooo!

Moguydecidestotakethephoneoutandcutthe

call.Somuchfrustrationcoarsedthroughme,Ifelt

likeIcouldpunchawallthrough.Itookafewslow

breathsandtriedtoshifthimfrommymind,thegirl

camebackandcontinuedwithmynails.Anhour

later,shewasdoneandImustsaytheylooked

stunning,Iguesssomeretailtherapywillgethimoff

mymind.IrememberedthenthatIstillhadMandlas

cardfromthelasttimehetookmeshopping.I'ma

nicepersonandnoonehasseenthedarksideofme,



IdoubtIevenhaveadarksidetomebutseeinghim

cheateventhoughwe'reinaforcedmarriagemade

meturnintoabitch.I'mgoingtoshowhimtoday

whatIammadeof.

*

3hourslater.

*

*

I'mnowatGallitoswaitingformyfoodandIfeelso

muchbetter,IspentexactlyR150000onmyself

today.Loldon'taskmewhatIspentitonbutthis

timeImadesureIboughtclothesandshoesfrom

storesthatarereallyexpensive.Myphonehasbeen

buzzingthewholeafternoonandIknowitwas

Mandla,butIjustdidn'thavetimeforhimatall.He

broughtthisuponhimself.WhileIwasdeepin

thought,thechairinfrontofmemovesandIlookup

toseeapairoflovelybrowneyes.

Him:"IfIwereyou,Iwouldleavehim"okay,thiswas

creepy.



Me:"Excuseme?"

Him:"Leavehimnow,beforeyougethurt"thennext

thingheturnsaroundandleavestherestaurant.I

wantedtoshoutafterhimbutthatwouldseemso

unprofessionalinsuchaclassyplace.Whatdoeshe

meanthough?IshereferringtoMandla?Iamso

confused.

Tobecontinued.....

Myapologiesloversbutthenextinsert(Insert12)

willbeonthe14thofOctoberduetocertain

circumstances.Inthemeantime,I'lltrytopostalong

andanothershortinsertbytheendoftoday.

Love,

Admin
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Ilayinbed,thinkingaboutwhatthatguysaidtome

yesterdayattherestaurant.DoesheknowMandla?

Hashebeenfollowingmearoundandknowsthe

situationIamcurrentlyfacinginmylife?Alotof

thoughtsbuzzinmyheadandIjustcan'tseemto

figureoutwhathemeantatall.Isuddenlyfeelthe

urgetopukeandIimmediatelygetoffmybedand

runtothebathroom,asIopenthetoiletseatand

expectvomit,nothingcomesoutandIdon'tknow

why.PerhapsIhadtoomuchdesertlastnightatthe

restaurantandIjustknewitwasabadthingforme

butIstillwentalongwithit.Ithenwentoutofthe

bathroomandworemypinkrobethatMandla

boughtforme.Iwentdownstairsandgotsomecold

waterformetodrink,itwasonly4aminthemorning

sotherereallyisn'tanythingtodoatthistime.SoI

decidedongoingbacktomyroom.Ithendecideon

callingMandlaagain.Perhapshe'llanswernow.Idial

himandthephonegoesunansweredforawhileand

eventuallyIhearahellofromasilky,sexyvoice.It

definitelyhastobethatdamnCassandragirl.I

instantlyfreezebecauseIwasn'tpreparedtospeak

tomyhusband'smistress.You'reprobablythinking,



"I'msureyoumeanarrangedhusband",buttome

thatdoesn'tmatter.Althoughitwasforced,overthe

pastfewmonthsI'vereallyadaptedtoMandlaand

havefalleninlovewithhim,I'vefalleninlovewithhis

smileandeverythingabouthim.Iknowitsounds

crazybutIreallydoloveMandlaandIjusthopethat

onedayhewillalsofeelthesamewayaboutmetoo.

IthenhearMandlashoutatherandnowhe'sonthe

phone.

Mandla:"Nomzamo,I....."Iimmediatelycutthecall

andthentearsstartfallingfrommyface.Thisismy

firstheartbreakoveraguy,worstofallitsmy

husband.Iwouldunderstandifhewasjustamere

boyfriend,buthe'smorethanthattome.AfterIcried,

Ithentookaquickshowerandworeablacknike

takkieandaNiketracksuit.There'sonlypersonwho

Iknowthatisawakeandcanhelpmerightnow.The

pressurehasgottentoapointwhereIcan'ttakeit

anymore.Imightexplodeofstressandanxiety.

Tobecontinued.....

Itmaybeshortbutit'ssomethinginmyopinion.

Nextinsertwilldefinitelybetomorrowmorningand



willbelongerthanexpected.Guyspleasebearwith

me.
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ThedistancefromMandla'shometomyhometown

isapproximately1andahalfhours.Itwasreallya

longdistance,butIwasreallykeenonwalkingthe

distanceuntilIgottomydestination.

*

WhenIhadfinallyarrivedatmyhometownitwas

exactly7am,itookafewdeepbreathsandknocked

onthedoor.Mymomopenedthedoorandgaveme

herradiant,wonderfulsmile.

Mom:"Nomzamo"shesaidasafewtearsfalldown

herface.IaswellwastooemotionalsoIstarted

cryingtoo.Shetookmeinherarmsandgavemea

hugthatmademefeelsogoodinside.Iimmediately

feltherlovingspirit,Ifeltathome,Ifeltatpeaceand



mostofallIfeltlove.

Mom:"Shhh,Shhh,thulasisi.Everythingisgoingto

befine,don'tcry"

Themostamazingthingaboutmymomwasthe

factthatIhaven'teventoldherwhatIwasgoing

throughbutshealreadygavemewordsof

assuranceandwhenwordsofassurancecomefrom

amother,theytrulymeanalot.Itistrueindeedwhen

theysaynolovecancompareamother'slove.When

sheletgoofme,Isawmydadinthelivingroom

lookingsopitifulandstressed,hejustkepton

shakinghishead.Mymomheldmebymyhandand

tookmetomybeforebedroom.

Mom:"Whatswrongmybaby?"

Me:"AlotisgoingonandIjustdon'tknowwhatto

do"

Mom:"Wellyoucanstartoffwithwhat'seatingyou

inside"

Me:"Mama,Mandlaishavinganaffair"sheshoots

mealookandhereyeswidenup.Mydadwalksin,

swingingthedooropen.



Dad:"What?!"

Mom:"Baba,youaredisturbingus"shegiveshima

badlook.

Dad:"Yewenamfazi,don'ttellmeI'mdisturbing

you.What'sthisnonsenseaboutlomfananyana

cheatingonmybabygirl?"dadbitesback.

Mom:"Nomzamohasn'tevengottenthechanceto

tellme"

Dad:"She'lltellbothofusnow,khuluma"hesayswith

hiseyesfullyonme.

Me:"Mandlaischeatingonmewithagirlnamed

Cassandra,andshe'spregnant.Chancesare,that

couldbehischild.Ihavenoplaceinhislife"iseemy

dadimmediatelyturnredinanger.

Dad:"Cheating?!Hehe,uMakhathini(Xuluclanname)

akangazikahle.Wenkosi'kazi,bringmyphonefrom

thebedroom"

Ohhmygosh,whathaveIdonenow?Ijustknownje

thatthiswillturnintoabigfightandthereisnow

goingtobesomequarrelingbetweenmeand



Mandla.Mymomstandsupandfetchesthephone

forhim,whenshereturnssheinvitesmetohelpher

tofinishpreparingbreakfast.AsI'mhelpingher,I

canheardadbitingtheheadofMandla'sdadoff,

he'swaytooangryabouthisactions.15minutes

later,we'reallatthetableabouttoeatasafamily

onceagain.

Dad:"TheXulu'sarecomingtofetchyouZamo,I

believethey'llbehereinanhourorsoyouneedtobe

ready"

Me:"WhatdidtheysayaboutMandla'saffair?"

Dad:"LeavethatmatterforyoureldersZamo"

AtthispointintimeIdon'tevenwanttoarguewith

him,Ijustkeptquietandatemyfood.

Whenweweredone,Iclearedthetableandwentto

washthedishes.Therewasaknockonthedoorand

itmustbethem.Ihearmymomgreetthematthe

doorandtheysettledown.Ican'thearthemspeak

becausetheyareallspeakinginlowvoices.WhenI

wasdonewiththedishesIwenttothelivingroomto

whereeveryonewasseated.WhenIshowedupthey



satupproperlyandactedlikenothingwasgoingon.

Hisparentsgreetedmewithasmileandapologized

forMandla'sactionsfortheywereunawarebutwill

fixthingsverysoon.Ijustnodded.Afterawhileit

wastimeformetoleavemyparentshousehold.I

gavemymotherabigwarmhug.

Mom:"Nomzamo,pleasemychild,learntotakeyour

burdenstoGodmychild.Hewillfightforyou"I

smiledandpeckedheronhercheek.Thedriveto

theirhomewasquietandhostile.Noonewantedto

sayanythingandsoitwasgettingprettymuch

uncomfortableinthatcar.

Whenwegotthere,Ijustgotoffthecarandwent

straighttothehouse.WhenIwalkedintherewasa

gorgeousyoungladywatchingt.Vinthelounge.She

wasfairskinned,hadlongrelaxed,browneyesand

wasabitcurvy.Whenshesawmesheimmediately

stoodupandcameovertohugmesoexcitedly.

Okayyy....thisisweird.

Her:"Ohmygosh,Ican'tbelieveIfinallygettomeet

umakotiwasekhaya"



Me:"Uhm,nottoberudebut..."

Her:"Ohyeahmybad,mynameisLwandleandIam

Mandla'soldersister"

Sister,Ineverknewthatbastardevenhadsiblings.

Hissisterwaswayyytoobubblyandjollyandthe

totaloppositeofwhatheis.

Me:"Oh,Iwasnevertoldaboutyouatall"

Lwandle:"Wellyeahit'sbecauseIwasawayforlike6

monthsandI'vebeentryingtokeepincontactwith

myfamilybutthecallsjustwouldn'tgothrough"

Me:"Ohhh,Iunderstand"

Lwandle:"I'msosorryforbeingsobubblyalready,it's

justthatI'mreallyexcitedthatyou'rearound,Ifeel

likeinyouI'mgoingtofindasisterwhocanhelpme

witheverything"

Me:"Yeahsure,Iguesswe'lltellastimegoesby"

Lwandle:"Sowheredoyoucomefromsoearlyinthe

morning.Dadleftherefurioussayingheneedstogo

fetchyou"

Me:"Ohyeahithassomethingtodowithyour



brother"

Lwandle:"Ohdamn,whathashedonethistime?"

Me:"He'scheatingonme"whenIsaidthathis

parentscametowherewewere.

Mam'Nelly:"Wedon'tknowthatyet,don'tthrow

aroundaccusationslikethat.Youmustbevery

carefulwithyourwords"shesnappedbackatme

andwalkedawayandstormedoutoftheroom.

Mandla'smotherandIhaveneverfoughtbeforeand

Iwasreallyshockedatherattitudetowardsme.

Tata:"Don'tworrymychild,she'sjustbeingreally

dramatic.We'llgettothebottomofthismatter,just

don'tspendyourtimethinkingabouthimandhis

mistress.Spendyourtimewithourlovelydaughter

Lwandlehere"

Lwandle:"Yeah,momwillsoonapologisetoyou"

Me:"Ihopesoey,Idon'twanttocauseconflictin

yourhome"

Lwandle:"ThisisalsoyourhomeNomzamo,you

needtoallowyourselftostartgettingcomfortable



here.Iknowthatwhattheancestorsbindtogether

canneverbebroken.Nomatterwhat"

Thepartwhereshesaidnomatterwhat,reallyhit

hard.ThatjustmeansI'mstuckwithMandlaforlike

forever.Lwandleheldmebymyhandandpulledme

tomyroom.

Lwandle:"Ireallywanttoknowyousomaybeifyou

canchangeinyourswimsuitandwecanthengoout

foraswimandsiponsomecocktails.Howabout

that?"

Me:"Okaycool,letmechange"shesmiledand

walkedoutofmyroom.LuckilyIhadaswimsuitin

handy.Itookaquickshoweragainandchangedinto

myblackbikiniset,Iworemysunglassesandahat

andmyblacksandals.Ilookedatmyselfatthe

mirrorandIlookedsodamnfiiiiinnnee.Lol.

WhenIsteppedoutshewasatmydoorandthenwe

bothwenttooutside,bythepool.Themaidshad

alreadyplacedourrefreshmentsandafewsnacks

forus.Thereisnogirlwhowouldlivearoundrivers

andoceansandstillwouldn'tknowhowtoswim.



Shejumpedintothewaterandstartedtoenjoythe

coldwatercascadearoundher.IalsojoinedinandI

mustsaythatIenjoyedmyself,Ifeltcalmand

relaxed.

Afterabout20minutesorsowethenbothsatonthe

poolloungersandsippedonourdrinks.Iwasnota

fanofalcoholsoIjustdecidedondrinkingmyjuice.

PersonallyspeakingIdon'tknowMandlawelland

whattypeofapersonheisandIthoughtthatmaybe

Icangethissistertotellmemoreabouthim.

Me:"So,howmanyofyouarethere?"

Lwandle:"Myparentshave5childrenintotal.The

firstborn,SakhiiscurrentlyworkinginRussia.The

secondborn,Muzipassedawayinabrutalshootout

thattookplacewhereheusedtowork.Mandlaisthe

thirdborn.I'mthefourthbornandourlastborn

ekhayaiscurentlyinuniversitystudyingLaw,her

nameisSiza."

Me:"Yoh,dotheyallknowaboutme?"

Lwandle:"Ofcoursetheydo,theyjustdidn'thavethe

timetomakeittothewedding.Itwasatshort



notice"

Me:"Icompletelyunderstand,I'mreallysorryabout

thedeathofyourbrotherMuzi"shechuckledabit

andthatamazedme.

Lwandle:"Trustme,he'sbetteroffdead"Iopenedmy

eyesinshockandlookedather.

Me:"What?Whydoyousayso?"

Lwandle:"IfMuziwasstillaroundtherewouldhave

beenchaosinthisfamily"

Me:"Whatdoyoumean?"

Lwandle:"Thebastardisthereasonwhy...."she

pausedabitandseemedlikesherememberedshe

wasn'tsupposedtosayanything.Shelookedatmea

while,tookadeepbreathandspoke.

Lwandle:"RememberwhatIsaidearlieraboutthe

ancestors?"Inodded.

Lwandle:"Good,becauseknowingwhatI'maboutto

tellyou,youwillprobablybeshockedoreven

appalledbyit.Butyou'rewithusforlifeandIknow

thatIcantrustyouwiththisbigfamilysecret"my



palmsstartedtosweat.Whatisthisthatsheis

talkingabout?

Tobecontinued....
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Lwandlesatuponherchairandlookedatmedead

straightintheeyes,shewasnowlookinglikea

totallydifferentperson.

Lwandle:"Myolderbrotheristheonewhogotusto

wherewearenow,it'snotsomethingwewanted.It's

nowsomethingwedoinordertoprotectourselves

andtoprotectyou"shesaid'you'likeshewastelling

methattherewassomethingthatsgoingtohappen

tomethatIhavenoclueof.Ijustkeptsilentand

waitedagainforhertospeak.

Lwandle:"15yearsago,Muziwassenttostudyin

Johannesburg,hehaddreamsofbecomingalawyer



inabigfirm.Heleftthewholefamilytopursuehis

dream,heoftenvisitedhomeeverysingleholidayhe

got.Hewasgluedtothisplace,literallyhookedbut

allofthatstoppedwhenhegotajobandhadto

startprovidingforhimselfbecausedadcutoffhis

allowance.Apparentlythingsdidn'tworkoutforhim

andhelosthisjob3monthslater.Atthatpointhe

wasatthebottomofhispit.Hau,allofasuddenthe

bastardbouncesbackupandhenowstartstobuy

expensivethings.Wewereallwonderingifhegota

newjoborwhatbuthenevermentionedit.Oneday

hecametovisitushereathome,heliterallycame

withgiftsforeveryone.Whilewewereallhappy,

boom!Gunshotsallovertheplace.Hewasshoton

hislegsandMandlaonlysustainedanarmwound,

everyoneelsewasunharmed.Westayedinthedark

formonthstryingtofigureoutwhowouldwantto

killuslikethat.Wewereahighlyrespectedfamily

aroundhereandwestillareandonedaythebastard

confessedhissinstous.Muzihadjoinedagang.A

verydangerousgang.Agangthatusedtorobbanks,

operatedillegally,traffickeddrugsandgunsand

younggirlstobesexslavesandbrutallymurdered



peopleiftheydidn'tgetstufftheirownway"

Myeyeswidenedasshewastellingmeherstoryline.

Whereexactlyisshegettingatthisaskedmyself.

Me:"Continue"

Lwandle:"Nowthegangwasmostlyruledby

Russianssoyoucanimaginehowbrutalthey

were.Oneday,adealgonewrongthattookplacein

hishomelandedMuzitohisgrave.Himandhis

entiregangwereshotandmurderedinonenightby

rivalries.Unfortunatelythenightthatithappened,it

happenedthatMandlawasvisitingMuziathisplace

andhesaweverythingwithhisveryowntwoeyes.

Fortunately,hewasabletoescapebuttheysawhim

andrecognizedhimasMuzisbrotherandverysoon

theywereafterhimandtherestofthe

family.MandlaandMuziwereveryclosesincethey

weresmallandit'snosurprisethatMandlawanted

vengeanceforthedeathofhisbrother,hewanted

revenge.Mandlawasabitstreetsmart,andthat

samedayhesentmeandthewholefamilytoDubai

withthemoneyheknewMuzihidawayfromusand

gothimselfhisowngang,peoplewhoaretoughand



areabletogethimhisrevenge."

Me:"Wow,thisisallcrazy"

Lwandle:"Itgetscrazier.For3months,heprepared

himselfforrevengeandbattle.Eventuallyhetracked

downthegangthatkilledMuziandkilledthemall.

Cold-blooded."

Shock.Shock.Shock.Shock.

That'sallthatwasonmyface.What?!

Me:"Hekilledthewholegang?!"

Lwandle:"Everysingleoneofthem"

Me:"Howmany?"

Lwandle:"Therewere15membersinthatgang"Ifelt

everyemotioncomedownonmeandIfoundmyself

pantingforair.

Lwandle:"I'msorry,butyoujustneedtoknow"

Me:"You'retellingmeI'mmarriedtoamurderer?"

Lwandle:"He'snotamurdererhedidittoprotectus

asafamilyNomzamo.Youneedtograspthat."



Me:"Ishestilldoingallofthesethings?"

Lwandle:"Wellyesbecausehe'snowinadangerous

circle,onceyou'rein,you'reinitforlife"

Me:"Youmentionedtraffickinggirls.."beforeIcould

finishshefinishedoffwhatIwasthinking.

Lwandle:"No,hedoesn'tdothat,it'sinhumane"

Me:"Killing15peopleisinhumaneItellyou!!"

Lwandle:"Whathebasicallydoesnowistransport

gunsandotherstuffandstealingcarsandrobbing

banksnationally"

Me:"What?!Doesn'tMandlahaveagoodpayingjob?"

Lwandle:"Trustme,hecouldstopbeingacriminal

andfocusonjustbeingabusinessmanonanygiven

daybutnowweinitjustfortheadrenalineandthe

dangeronly"

Me:"Whenyousay'we'youmeanyourentire

family?"shelaughedabit.

Lwandle:"Myfamilywoulddefinitelydisownusif

theyknewaboutthis.TheyhadenoughwhenMuzi

putthemindanger,sotheyhavenoideaofwhatwe



doasasidejob"

Me:"Soyou'realsoapartofit"

Lwandle:"I'mnottoointoit,basicallyI'mthegangs

appleoftheeyes.I'monlytherewhenIneedto

seduceourtargetanddigupdirtonthem.Butthe

smugglingandbombingbanksisn'tmytypeoffun"

Whatthe....

Thesepeoplewerecrazy!!!

I'mmarriedtoagangster,thatjustputsmein

danger.WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto?Ihaveno

ideawhatmoreisyettocomefromthiswholething.
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Isuddenlyfeltsickandwantedtojustgotothetoilet.

Istoodupandrantothetoilet.

Lwandle:"Youcanrunbutyoucan'thideZamoyou're

stuckwithusforever"shechuckledabit.



Lol,shereallyhadnoideathatI'vebeenfeelingsick.

Igottothetoiletandvomitedallthatwasinme.

Whatthehellisgoingonwithme?Ijustfeltsodamn

sicknotonlyinmybodybutalsomyspirit.WhenI

wasdoneIflushedthetoiletandjustdidn'thave

strengthtostandupandgolayonmybed,Ijustlay

onthefloorandcouldfeelmyselddriftingoff.Not

intosleeporanythingelsebutIfeltlikemysoulwas

justescapingmeslowlybutsurely.Lwandlewalked

inandjustlookedatme.

Lwandle:"Wow,Iwasjustwithyounownowandyou

looksosick.What'swrong?"

Me:"Ialsohavenoidea"

Lwandle:"Justgetup"

Shetriedtohelpmeupbutmylegsjustwouldn'tco-

operate.Whatthehell?!Iwassoshockedatwhat

wasreallygoingonwithme.Lwandleendedup

callingherdadtohelpmegettobed.Hepickedme

upandplacedmeonthebedandassoonasmy

headhitmypillow,lightsoutforme.



Itwasdark,shadowlessandgloomy.Iwasinthe

centreofitall,noelsearoundme.Cassandra

appears,withababyinherarms.Inowalsohavea

babyinmyarms.Welookateachother,herbabyis

vibrantandhappy.Mybabyispaleandlifelessinmy

arms.Thebabyisdead.She'slaughingandsmiling

atthebaby.Icryforthebabyinmyarms.Mandla

appearsbehindCassandraandstartsfondlingthe

babywithher.Anotherfigureappears.Ican'tseehis

face.Hesfaceless.Mybiggestfear.Mandlaleaving

me.Heseemshappy.Whatdoesallofthismean?

Iwakeupscreamingfromtheterriblenightmare.

Lwandleholdsmedownandtriestocalmmedown.

Lwandle:"Woah,calmdown.It'sallgood"

Ittakeslongformetoretaliateandcalmdown.I'm

alldrenchedinsweatandinmybed.Isitupandlook

atherit'sjustusintheroom.IfeellikeI'vemisseda

lotofthingsandIaskher.

Lwandle:"Ialsohavenoideawhat'swrongwithyou

buyyou'vebeenoutfor3daysnow."

Me:"What?!"



Lwandle:"Yeah,wewantedtotakeyoutothe

hospitalbutthesangomasaidwe'regonnacause

furthercomplicationstoyourhealth."

Me:"ImsoconfusedLwandle"

WhenIsaidthatMandla,hisparentsandCassandra

walkintheroom.Hebannadidthisguycomewith

hissidechicklaendlini!Thesangomawalksinand

thensuddenlydoesthosethingsofhis.Likehe's

receivingamessagefromhisancestors.Iwasabout

tospeakandthenboom.

Lightsoutagain!!

Tobecontinued....
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Ohno!!!

Notthisdreamagain.She'ssmilingwithhimagain.



Thebabyinherarms.Thistimeshehasaknifein

herhand,it'sdrippingblood.Thedarkfigureisthere

againthistimeIcanseehissmile.He'ssnickeringat

thescene.Iwakeupscreamingonceagainandthis

timeIjustcouldn'tandmethepain.Tearsstart

flowingheavilydownmyface.Whatisgoingon?I

neededanswers.Lwandleisagainwithmeandshe

rocksmeinherarmswhiletellingmeshush.

Lwandle:"it'sjustadream,calmdown"

"Justadream?!"Ishoutinmyhead.It'snotonlya

dream,it'sseriouslymorethanthat.Somethingbad

isgoingtohappenandIjustcan'tsaywhatit

actuallyis.ThesangomaentersonceagainandI'm

afraidthatwhathappenedthelasttimemight

happenagainSurprisinglyitdoesn'thappen,though

heseemslikehewantstopukeoutallthosewords.

Cassandrathenentersafterhim.Idon'tsayanything.

Yep.Nothingatall.

Sangoma:"Kuhleman'lanobabili.Sengikhulume

nabaphantsi"

IseeMandlaatthedoorandashewasaboutto



enter,thesangomasbodyshiversandsuddenlyI

feelasharppaininmyabdomen.Itstartsgetting

intenseeverysecond.Literally.Iscreamandyellin

painandgrabtheblanketsinfists.Lwandletriesto

touchmebutthesangomaswarnsheragainstthat

idea.Hisparentscomerunninginandstartsasking

what'sgoingon.IswearIwasabouttodie.

Sangoma:"Yeywenamfana,phumakhonamanje.

Phuthuma."Mandlamovesawayfromthedoorand

suddenlyallpaingoesaway.Instantly.

Iamashocked!!!

Stunnedbywhatjusthappened!!

Andsoiseveryoneelsearoundme.Wealllookat

eachotherandjuststareateachother.

Sangoma:"You'resufferingforhissins"washe

talkingtomeorthewholefamilyingeneral?

Lwandle:"What?"

Sangoma:"Nomzamoabaphantsibakho

abajabulanganezengalendabayakaMandla"

Lwandle:"I'mprettymuchsurewe'reallstill



confused"

Sangoma:"Ngikhulumilenabaphantsibam',

NomzamonaweCassandranithweleimbewuyaka

Mandlakodwakhonaumntwanaoyedwaozoshona

umasekavelaAbaphantsiangekebayivumele

leyongane.Abayifuni!"

Tata:"Manjeuthikuzoyenzekani?"

Sangoma:"Abaphantsiazovalaisibelethosakho

uCassandraandwenanoNomzamonizobeletha

ngosukuolufanayo"

Whatthehell?!

Howisthatevenpossible?Cassandralooked5

monthspregnantandnowshe'llhavetogoanother

9monthspregnant.Butwhy?!

Me:"Buthow?She'salmost4monthspregnantand

that'sliketorture"

Sangoma:"Theancestorshavetheirway.Ubuhlungu

obuzwayomanjelaphoubonauMandlaezoyeka

laphoenezinyangaeziyi-6ekhulelwefuthi

uCassandrauzobuzwanobuhlungulapho



enezinyangaeziyi-9impelaekhulelwe."

Me:"SoI'mnotsupposedtoseeMandla?"

Sangoma:"Yebo,okhokhobakhobafunaukuba

akhokhengokungathembekingoCassandrakodwa

abakwazi"

Cassandra:"WillIalsogothroughthesamething?"

Sangoma:"Hhayimanje"

Shesmiledabitandblushed.Mxmthisisallso

unfair.WhydoIhavetosufferforhissins.That's

unfair.

Sangoma:"Kuzofanelengiqondiseumndeniwakho

kukhokonkelokhu.Manjekuzodingekaamakhambi

amiaqinengobangekekubelulaLokhukukhulelwa

kuzokuqeda.Kakhulu."

Isighedandatthatmomentmissedmymother.I

wasquietuntilCassandraandmysocalledhusband

leftthehousehold.

CassandrasPOV.



WeleavetheXuluhouseholdandI'mthehappiest

girlever.Mandlaisallminefor6months!!Whuu

whatatimetobealive!Heopensthedoorforme

andIgetinandhecomesaroundthesideintohis

driver'sseat.Hestartshiscarandstartstodrive.

Surprisinglyhedoesn'tsayanythingandhe'ssilent5

minutesintothedrive.IsmileatmyselfbecauseI

knowhowtosorthim.Istretchmyhandtohispants

andopenhiszip.IknowexactlywhathelikesandI

slipdownhisboxersandpullouthisshaft.He

immediatelypushesmyhandawayandputsitback

inhispants.Oookkayyy...

Me:"What'swrong?IthoughtyoulikeditwhenI

playedwithyou"Itryagainbutheshovesmyhand

andclickshistongue.

Mandla:"HaiSulamahn,pleaseleavemealone"

Me:"What'swrong?Aren'tyouhappythatwedon't

havetohidefromyourwifeanymore?"

Mandla:"You'resuchaninconsideratebitchYazi,

you'rehappythatmywifewon'tbeabletoseeme



andnowIwillhavetoseeyourirritatingnaggingass

everyday.Pleasedon'teverdisrespectmymarriage

ormywifelikethat."

Me:"Mxm"hestopsthecarandnextthinghisbig

handisonmythroat.AndI'mgaspingforair.

Mandla:"DoImakemyselfclearCassandra?"he

shoutsoverhisvoice

Me:"Yes"isaytryingtofindmyvoicebackintomy

throat.

Wow,ishereallygoingtochoosehiswifeoverme.I

meanthat'snotevenhisproperwife,there'snolove

betweenthematall.UrghMandlajustfuelledthe

angerthatIalreadyhadinsideofmyheart.Him

chokingmeremindedmeofwhyIcameintohislife.

Ineedhisrevengeandmyaccompliceaswell.He

dropsmeoffhomeanddoesn'tevensaybye.Mxm.

WhenhedrivesoffIimmediatelycalladrivertoget

me.

20minuteslaterI'mathishouse.He'srestingandI

don'twanttodisturbhim.Iholdhishandandtalkto

himeventhoughheprobablywon'thearmewithall



thesemachinesaroundhim.

Me:"Makathini,it'smeagain.Imissyousomuch

sthandwasam'butIbelievesoonwe'llgettheblood

weneedforyoutocomebacktome.Iloveyou

Xabashe,buyakimi.OhmydearestMuzi"

Tobecontinued.....
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*
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I'malldrenchedinsweatandI'msoexhausted,the

pastfewnightshavebeenrealdifficultforme.I

haven'tgottenpropersleepandI'vebeeninpain

sincethatdaytheytoldmeaboutmypregnancy.

Lwandlehasbeenbymysidethroughitall.Ihaven't

seenMandlanorCassandraforthepastdaysandI

belivethey'reprobablyallupinanicehotelandare

cozytogether.Nxaaa.ThismademesoangrybutI

wastoldnottodoanythingthatwillupsetthebaby



andthat'swhatI'vebeendoinglately.I'vejustbeen

layinginbed,eatingandthensleeping.That'sjustit.

Ihopethiswon'tgoonfortheremainderofmy

pregnancy.

TodayIwasgoingtogotomynewdoctorwhowas

intowntocheckonhowthebabyisdoinganddoan

ultrasound.Lwandlehelpedmeoffthebedandinto

thebathroom.IstrippedmyAoffandtookanice

warmbath.Howsoothingthewaterwas.

Mandla'sPOV.

It's4:30amandI'vebeenawakesinceforever.Ican't

reallygetenoughsleep.TheonlyrestIgetiswhen

myheadhitsthepillowfor3hoursonly.Not

anythingmorethan3hours.Thingshavebeenhard

onmysidewithoutseeinghergorgeousface.I've

movedoutofmyhomesothatshewon'tfeelbad

aboutleavinghermaritalhome.It'sfunnyhow"a

littlefun"hasputmeinthisposition.Lookatme

now.Screwed.Lonelyandbrokeninside.Iknow

Nomzamowillneverforgivemeforthat.Imessed



thingsup,Imessedupthechanceforustogetto

knoweachotherandnowIamgoingtomissto

watchherstomachgroweverydaywithoursmall

babyshe'scarrying.She'scarryingmybloodlineand

nowImessedthatallup.Igetoffthebedandtakea

coldshower.Idon'twanttodwelltoomuchonthe

thoughtoflosingNomzamosoIswitchmymindto

otherthings.Work.AfterIshowerIimmediatelygo

throughmyclosetandscanforcomfortableclothes

becausetodayI'llbeworkingfromhome.Ioptformy

greysweatpantsandasleevelessnavyvestandmy

niketrainers.Myphoneringsonthebedsidetable.

Textfrommom:"Heyboy,Ijustwantedtoletyou

knowthatnamhlanje,Nomzamoisgoingforherfirst

doctor'sappointmentconcerningthebaby.Iknow

youcan'tshowupbecauseyouwillbringpaintoher

wombbutIjustwantedtoletyouknow.Iloveyou

mfanawam"

Ismileatthethoughtofherlayingonthebedand

thedoctorshowingherourbabyonthescreen.I

smileatthethoughtofmebeingnexttoherand

seeingmybabyforthefirsttimebutunfortunatelyI



justcan'tgothere.She'llbeintremendouspainand

Improbablythelastpersonshewantstoseeright

now.Urgh.YoumessedupMandla.Youmessedup

youbastard.Igotothekitchenandpourmyselfa

glassofwhiskey.Idownitupinjustasecondand

pourmysecondglass.JustasIamabouttopour

mysecondthere'saknockonthedoor.Iopenand

haii,it'sthiswitchCassandra.

Me:"Ufunani?"

Shesaysnothingandjustflasheshereyelashesat

meandshesmilesasexyseductivesmileandshe

removesthecoatshe'swearingandunderneath

she'swearingmyfavouritesmalllittlenumber.I

wouldn'tmindheratallbutshedrovemecrazy

becauseitwasmyfavouritecolouraswell.Red.I

lickthebottomofmyliponagreement.JustasIam

abouttokissherandwelcomeherinmyroom.

NomzamoflashesthroughmymindandIsuddenly

feelguilty.WhatthehellamIdoing?Iwasjust

thinkingaboutmywifeandnowI'mreadytosleep

withanotherwoman.Igetbacktomysensesand

shekissesmeonmylipsandIturnmyheadtothe



side.

Cassandra:"What'swrong?"

Me:"Pleaseleave"

Cassandra:"Areyourejectingmeagain?"

Mxm,Idon'thavetimeforhersoIjustpickupher

coat,throwitinherfaceandpushherfrommydoor

andclosemydoorhardonherfaceandthenlockit.

Ihopeshegetsthemessageloudandclear.Ithen

havethesuddenurgetocallumakoti.

*

*

*

Nomzamo.

Igetoutofthebathtubafterawhileofrestingand

justasIstepoutandnoticemyselfbythemirrorI

seeahugedifferenceinmybody.I'vegainedabitof

weightandallhaschanged.Iturnaroundandcheck

mysideviewtoseemybump.It'sjustasmallteeny

bumpthat'ssocute.Itouchitabitandtearsstart

fallingdownmyface.Ifindmyselfwithbothhands



encirclingmybelly.Asiftoprotectmywombfrom

harm.

"Oneday,justonedayyou'regoingtobeinmyarms.

Ican'twaitforthatday.Iloveyounana"

Iwipemytearoffandwrapmybodyinatoweland

gotomyroom.Ilotionanddecideonwearinga

floralmaxidressandbrownsandals.WhileI'mbusy

atitmyphoneringsandLwandlehasitinherhands.

Me:"Who'sthat?"

Lwandle:"Uhm,Idon'tyou'dwanttospeakwiththis

personrightnow."

Me:"IsitMandla?"

Shebitesherbottomlipandthatjusttellsmeit's

him.Itellhertogivemethephone.Ifirstbreathein

hardbeforeansweringthephone.

Me:"Hello"Isayitcasually.

Mandla:"MaXulu,howareyou?"

Me:"I'mdoingallwellandyou?"

Mandla:"Justfine."There'sdeadsilenceforawhile.



Me:"WhydidyoucallMandla"

Mandla:"Ijustwantedtohearyourvoice"

Me:"You'vehearditnowsoyoucancutthecall"

TrulyspeakingIdidn'twantthiscalltoend.IfIdidI

wouldhavecutitimmediately.

Mandla:"OkayreasonIcalledyouwasbecausemy

momtoldmetodaythatyou'regoingtoyourfirst

doctor'sappointmentandIreallywantedtoseemy

childthroughtheultrasound."

Me:"Youknowifyoucome..."

Mandla:"Yes,Iknowwhatwillhappen.Iwasthinking

wecouldvideocall?"JustasIwasabouttospeakhe

cutsmeoffandasksifhecanansweraquickcall

that'scomingthroughitmightbeworkrelated.I

agree.Afterawhilehecomesbackontheline.

Mandla:"EishCassandrawe'llspeakaboutitlater

okay"

Whatthe...

Me:"Uhm,I'mnotCassandra"angerstartsfuelingin

me.



Mandla:"Ohsorry,Ithoughtthatshewasontheline.

Sowhatdoyousay?"

Me:"Mxmyouwanttoseemychildbutyou'restill

busywithyoursidechickandyou'renoteven

ashamedofit.Nxasiesmahn.You'reunhealthyfor

meMandla.You'rehurtingmeandthebaby.Callme

whenyou'rereadytobecommittedtothismarriage

orwhateveryouwannacallit.Andtoansweryour

question.Nodon'tcallmeatall."Icutthecalland

trytocalmdownorelseI'llhaveanotherpain

episodehappeningagain.

Lwandle:"You'reready?"

Me:"Yeahlet'sgo"

Outside,hismotherisalreadyinthecarwaitingfor

us.Wegetitanddrivetotown.1andahalfhours

laterwegettotownandwedrivetothedoctor.We

getthereandrequesttoseeDrReddy,anIndian

womanwhostillgotitinheroldage.Shegreetsus

andseemstoknowhismotherverywell.

Dr:"HelloZamohowareyou?"

Me:"I'mdoingwellthanks"



Dr:"Sodidyoucomeherewithyourmotherinlaw

only?Where'sthefather?"

Me:"He'snotavailable"Isayitshortlyandsharply.

Dr:"Ohh,butdon'tbediscouragedI'msurehe'll

supportyougoingfurtherintothispregnancy.

Pleasecomethisside"

Wefollowhertothisotherroomandsheexplains

thewholeprocedureandwhattoexpect.Ilayonthe

bed,rollmydressupandbeforesheappliesthegelI

stopher.IaskLwandleforthephoneandstartvideo

callingMandla.Heanswersonthefirstring.

Me:"I'mnotgoingtodepriveyouthechancetosee

ourchildforthefirsttime.We'reit'sparentsandI

wouldn'twantyoutomissitfortheworld"hesmiles

andIswitchthecameraandallowthedoctorto

continue.Ilookathismomandshewipesatearoff

herface.Lwandlestandsuptoholdthephonefor

me.SheappliesthegelandIshiverbecauseit'scold.

Shethentakesthescannerthingandswitchesoff

thelights

Dr:"Ready?"



"Yes"weallsayatonce.

Shethenplacesitonmystomach,Ilookatthe

screenandtheremybabyis.Mypreciousbaby.My

ownbeing.Tearsstartflowingdownmyeyesand

forthefirsttime,theseweretearsofjoy"

Dr:"You're14weekspregnant.Congratulations."

AtthismomentIreallywishhewaswithmeholding

myhandthroughitall.

Tobecontinued...

P.S//Apologiesforpostinglate.Ihaveanissuewith

electricityandmywifirouterisoffsoIhadtocharge

myphonevialaptopandfindawaytoconnecttothe

internet.Loveyouall♥
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*



Aftereverythingwasdone,Iendthecallandwe

leavethedoctors.

Lwandle:"Ithinkweshouldgohavelunchatthemall

whatdoyouthink?"

Me:"Yeahsure,Iamprettyhungry"

Lwandle:"Pregnancycravingsalreadykickingin?"

shesaysjokingly.Irollmyeyesatherandgetinthe

car.

Mam'Nelly:"UnfortunatelyIcan'tjoinyouladies,I

needtobesomewhereaswell"

Lwandle:"Okaythat'sfinejustdropusoffandwe'll

takeanUberbackhome"

Shedrivesustothenearestmall.

Lwandle:"Sowheredoyouwanttoeat?"

Me:"Ihavenoidea,theonlyplacesI'veeatenatis

McDonald'sandKFC"

Lwandle:"What?!"

Me:"NoteveryonegrewupprivilegedasyouLwandle

soplease"



Lwandle:"OhyeahI'msorryaboutbeinginsensitive.

Sowhatdoyoufeellikeeatingrightnow?"

Me:"Iamfeelinglikefishtodayso..."

Lwandle:"OceanBasketitisthen"shedragsmeby

handtotherestaurant.Wegetallocatedtoanempty

tableandbegintoorder.Themenulooksutterly

confusingbecauseIhavenoideawhattheother

stuffare,soIoptforwhatIknow.Hake.

Wethenplaceourordersandourdrinkscomefirst.

Lwandle:"So,overallhowareyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mdoingwell"

Lwandle:"Babesyouknowyoucantalktomeabout

almosteverything,I'mhereforyouandI'llnever

leaveyousoyouneedtostartgettingcomfortable

aroundme"

Isighandthenstarttospeakwhatsgoingoninside

ofme.

Me:"Lwandle,I'mjustconfused.IfeellikeI'velostmy

identity.LikeI'velostme.I'mnotthesameperson

anymore.Timejustwentbyinablurformeand



nothingseemstobemovingslowly.Everythingis

beingrushedandIdon'tknowhowtofeelaboutit.

Mandla,he'saniceguybutmostdaysIjustfeellike

disappearingandneverbotheringhimagain.Iknow

he'sshowingloveandaffectionbecausehe's

obligatedto.I'mnothistype.Hewantsgirlsand

moneyandsuccesswhileI'mjustyouraverage

typicalvillagegirl.Withnoeducationandwith

nothingthatmightattractMandla.We'rejustnot

meantforeachother."NextthingInoticeisthatmy

faceisdrenchedwithtearsandI'mactuallysobbing.

Shecomesnexttomeandgivesmeacomforting

hug.

Lwandle:"Doyouwantmetotellyouasecret?"

Ijustkeepquietandsob.

Lwandle:"ThedaythatMandlawastomeetyouhe

toldmeallaboutit.Yeshewasfurioushewanted

theoppositeforhislife.Butastimewentbyhe

startedrealizingthingsaboutyou.Oneofthem

beingthathereallylovesyouZamoandhecaresfor

you.I'msurehefeelslikealoserfortreatingyoulike

garbagebuthe'sattachedtoyou.There'snothing



thattheancestorsbringtogetherthatcanbebroken.

Justrelaxandcalmdown"

ShehugsmetighterandIstartfeelinglight.

*

*

CassandrasPOV.

IamattheSangomas(differentone)denagainthis

timewithapurpose.Withvengeance.

Ienterandhestartstoshiverandshouthis

ancestralwhatwhat.

Sangoma:"Ubuyilentokazi"

Me:"Ineedanswersandyourherbsagain."

Sangoma:"Khuluma(Talk)"

Me:"IwantMandlatobecompletelyminethistime.I

wanthimtohateNomzamoandlovemeonly"

Sangoma:"Ngesicelongasinyekukhonainani

okufaneleusikhokhe(witheachrequestthere'sa

priceyouneedtopay)"



Me:"IknowthatbutIwantitdoneASAP"

Sangoma:"Uqinisekilengalokhuokushoyo(Areyou

surewithwhatyou'resaying)"

Inodandhealsonods.Hestandsupandafterafew

minutescomesbackwithabottlethathasherbs

andapinkliquidsubstanceinit,creamandwater.

Sangoma:"Kuzofaneleubekelamanziapinki

emanziniakheokugezansukuzonke(Youwillhave

toputthispinkwaterinhisbathingwatereveryday)"

Sangoma:"Hlikihlaumhlanewakhenokhilimunsuku

zonke(Rubhisbackwiththiscreamdailytoo)"

Sangoma:"Okokugcina,sebenzisalamanziekudleni

nasekuphuzenikwakhe(Lastly,usethiswaterinhis

foodanddrink)"

Me:"Thankyouareyoucertainitwillwork?"

Sangoma:"Ngiqinisekilekephaudingaukwaziukuthi

akusebenzikahleyiningobaunamadloziaqinile(Im

certainbutyouneedtoknowifitdoesn'tworkwell

it'sbecausehehasstrongancestors)"

Me:"Butyou'restrongerright?"



Sangoma:"Veleuqaphele"Ipayhimforhisservices

andleavetheden.Mandlaismine,hebelongstome

andbesidesIonlywanthimforcertainpurposes.

OnceIhavehimIknowMuziisgoingtobeproud

andhe'lldowithhimaspleased.

(WhileCassandraisenjoyingherdeviousplanshe

hasnoideathatshe'sbeingwatched.she'sbeing

watchedbytheprotectors.AbavikelibakwaDlamini)

*

*

BacktoZamo...

AftermeandLwandleenjoyourfoodwegotobuy

dessertatthisnicecakeshop.Ifeeltheurgetopee

andthenexcusemyselftothebathroom.Igettothe

toiletsandpullmydressupandmyunderweardown.

IscreaminhorroratwhatIamseeing.My

underwearisfullofblood.Asmyeyesstareoffinto

thebloodinhorrorsomethinghappens.Myeyesget

heavyanddark.Ican'tsee.I'mscreamingand

terrifiedofwhatisgoingon.Ihearpeopletryingto

helpmebutmydoorislocked.ThelastvoiceIhear...



Lwandle:"I'mcomingtohelpyouZamo.Hangin

there"

Lightsout.....

Tobecontinued.....

Nextinsertwilldefinitelybelongerandthrilling

staytuned.
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MybodyfeelslikeI'vebeenhitbyatrainandthena

doubledeckerbusontopofthat.Whatjust

happenedIwonder...

Istruggletoopenmyeyesandthelightsaroundme

arejusttoobright.Isquintandthentrytoopen

them.There'sabitofpaininmyabdomen.Andyes

asalwaysLwandleisnexttome.Thistimeshe'snot



uptoseemelookingandfeelingterrible.Shes

hurleduponthesmallsofaandissnoringsoftly,

meaningshe'ssleeping.Ilookaroundandit'sjust

her.Nooneelse.WhoamIkiddingwhodidIexpect

toherewithme?

Myheartimmediatelyscreams,"Admitit,you

expectedhimtobehere.YouexpectedMandlatobe

here"Iclickmytongueandshovethatthought.The

dooropensandthedoctorstepsin.

Dr:"Ah,she'sup.Wonderful.HiNomzamoI'mDr.

Nkosi"

Me:"Hi"

Lwandlestirsupinherseatandwakesup.Sherubs

hereyesandsmilesareassuringsmileatme.

Dr:"Pleaseexcuseus"helooksatLwandle.

Lwandle:"Ican'tgo,Ineedtoalsoknowwhat'sgoing

on"

Dr:"Iunderstandbutthisneedsmeandthepatient

onlysopleaseexcuseus"

ShelooksatmeandIjustnod.Idon'twanttocause



anytroubleforthedoctorhere.Iknowjustwho

Lwandleis.Sheskepticallywalksoutandclicksher

tongueatthedoctor.

Dr:"Woah,rude"

Me:"Don'tworryshe'sjustlikethat"

Dr:"Anyways,youareaveryluckywomanNomzamo.

Youcouldhavelostthebabybutluckilyyoudidn't.

I'mgladtheywereabletofindyouintime"

AtthatmomentIrememberallthathappenednotso

longago.AllIrememberisblood.Bloodalloverthe

place.IholdmybellyandIstillcanfeelthehardlittle

bumponmybellyandsmileandsighasighofrelief.

Dr:"Now,therearesomethingsIwillneedyoutodo

tokeepthebabyintactandavoidingthechancesof

amiscarriage"

Me:"OkayI'mlistening"

Dr:"Nowthefirstthingis,you'llneedtostop

stressingNomzamo.We'vecheckedyourstress

levelsandthey'rewaytohighforapregnantwoman"

hesaysthatwithaconcernedvoiceandastern



voicethatsoundsnice.It'sonlythenthatIreally

noticehowgoodlookingDrNkosiis.He'sfairin

complexion,hasabeardthat'scleanandwell

groomed.Hislipsarepinkandjuicylikeandhehasa

fadehaircut.He'snottoomusculinebutyoucan

seethatheworksbutnottoomuchbecauseofthe

typeofworkhedoes.Hiseyesareabitsmalland

blackandhehasthickeyebrows.Whuuu.Callme

crazybuthewashotandfinelooking.Ilookathim

andhelooksatmeanditmakesmeabit

uncomfortable.

Me:"Uhmyeahwhatelse"Iseehimsmiletohimself

beforehelooksattheclipboardhehasinhisbig

hands.

Dr:"Iwouldalsoneedyoutocomeforcheckupsand

exercisesevery4weekshereatthehospitalandto

alsoseeatherapist.Itseemslikeyouneedone"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeanbythat?Youdon'tknowme

oranythingaboutmewhatsoever"

Hestandsupandsmilesagain.Inearlymeltatthe

sightofhispinklipscurlingup.



Dr:"ItsasmallworldNomzamo.Takecareof

yourselfNtokazi"

Hethenleavesandwalksoutthedoor.Istareatthe

doorawhilewithmymindbeingdistant.DidIjust

startlustingafterDrNkosi.Lwandlesnapsher

fingersatme.

Lwandle:"Hello,earthtoNomzamo"

Me:"Youweresaying?"

*

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

Igetwokenupbymyphoneringingloudly.UrgI

thoughtitwasonsilent.Ijustwantedtobeinbed

thewholedaytodayandnotdoasinglething.I

cursemyselffornotputtingitonsilence.Icheckthe

callerIDandit'sSthupamyrighthandguy.Ianswerit.

Me:"Thisbetterbegood"

Sthupa:"There'sanemergencyboss,youneedto



comebacktoJozirightnow"

Irollmyeyesandlistentowhathehastosay.

AnhouragoIjustwantedtobebymyselfbutnow

I'minmyjet,fuminginangerastowhatSthupatold

me.Howcouldtheyletthishappen?Iaminrageand

whenIlandallIwantismysweetsweetmachineso

Icankillthatbastardthat'smessingaroundmy

dealerships.Itsnotreallyalongflightto

Johannesburg.AssoonaswelandIgetinmyRolls

Roycethat'swaitingandSthupaisintherewaiting

forme.

Me:"Howcouldyouletthathappen?"

Sthupa:"AsIsaidbossweallhadnoidea"

Me:"DidyouatleastgetintelontheguylikeIalways

tellyouto"

Sthupa:"Boss,wedidbuthewaslegitimateatthat

timewithnofaults"

Me:"Nxa,you'regonnagetuskilledwena"

WegettothewarehouseandallIwanttodoisto



beatthehelloutoftheguy.TothinkIwasgoingto

makehimmyotherrighthandman.Iwasjustmad

ateverything.Evenmyself.Wegetinsideandhe's

tieduptoachairandhisfaceiscoveredwithabag.

IremovethebadandfirstthingIdoisthrowapunch

tohisnose.Iexpecthimtocryandwinceinpain

insteadhelaughsandspitsinmyface.Thatjust

makesmemorefuriousandIthrowapunchinhis

abdomen.Itwasahardblowbecausehe

immediatelystartscoughingupblood.Helaughs

again.BeforeIthrowanotherpunchIhearagun

clickingbehindme.Irememberthenthatmygunis

inthecarandnotwithme.

"Turnaroundbastard"

Thevoiceishoarseandsoundsfamiliar.Iturn

aroundandshit.....

Myheartgoescold.

Ohno.

Nothim.

*



*

*

Nomzamo---

I'mwatchingtheboringt.vatthehospitalwhenDr

Nkosientersintomyward.Thistimehe'sdressed

casually.He'swearingblackdenimjeansthatare

rippedandreachhisankles,brownformalshoes,a

navybluegolft-shirt.I'mallalone.Lwandlewent

hometochangeandalsogetabath.

Me:"CanIhelpyou?"

Dr:"UhmIjustcametocheckuponyou"

Me:"Forwhat?"

Hecomesinandclosesthedoorbehindhim.

Dr:"MyshiftendsnowandIwantedtoleavemy

numberforyoutocallmejustincaseyouneedme"

Okay....

Me:"Uhm,I'msureI'llcallyoufromthereceptionifI

needyou"

Dr:"Nahtakemynumber,Iinsist"heopenshiswallet



andflashesouthiscardandsmilesatme.Theway

he'ssohandsomeIalreadyfindmyselfholdinghis

cardbetweenmyfingers.

Dr:"GoodnightmaDlamini"hesaysinalow,sexy

voiceandthenhe'soutthedoor.Yoh.Whatisthis

guytryingvele.Myphoneringsbesidesmeandits

Mandlavideocallingme.Irollmyeyesandtryto

ignoreitbuteventuallyanswer.

WhenIanswerIgettheshockofmylife.WhatI'm

seeingmakesmesituponmybed.

Me:"Mandla,Mandla!"

Silence.

Me:"Hello!!Mandla!!"

Tobecontinued...
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Flashbackto7yearsago.<------

MandlasPOV.

UrghI'mutterlypissedoffatthiswholemission.

WhowouldhavethoughtthattodayIwouldbehere.

Aguninmyhand.Withmenaroundmewillingtodie

formysakeandaswellasmoney.Whowouldhave

thoughtthattodayIwouldgoonakillingspreefor

Muzi.Ishould'vejustlefthimalone.Theyshouldjust

killhimandendhislifebecausewow,hedoesn't

deserveanything.He'sthereasonI'minthis

dangerouswarehouseabouttobustthesemenup.I

lookovertomyrightandMarcusislockedand

loaded.Guninpreparationandsoarethemanymen

aroundme.They'rejustwaitingformycommand.

Mycommandthatcouldeithermakeuswalkoutof

hereinvictoryorbodybags.Don'tgetmewrongI

knowhowtheseRussianscanbe.Brutal.Ipullup

twofingersandIhearthemclickthey'regunsin

silence.

3,2,1.....

Action.



Gunshots

Gunshots

Gunshots

Blood

Blood

Blood

Bodies

Bodies

Bodies

Everywhere.

Mymaintargetistogettheirbossandtakehim

down.That'stheonlywaytoensuremyfamilywill

besafefromnowon.Thiswargottoopersonal.I

makeawaythroughallthegunsfiringoff,through

themenwhosquirmandshoutwhenbeingshotat

untilImakeittohim.Demyan.TheruthlessRussian

leader.Helooksatmeintheeyesandhe'sdead

serious.Wellthen,twocanplayatthisgame.

Demyan:"Iadviceyourightnowtogetoutofthis



placeandnevercomeback.You'restartingawar

amongstyourfamily,Mandlaboy."

Mandla:"Awarstartedwhenyoubroughtmyfamily

intoourbusinessdealings.Theyhadnothingtodo

withitbutyouleavemenochoice.Yourtimeends

today,rightnow"

Andwiththosewordsbeingsaid.Iimmediatelyhold

mygunoutandaimforhisforehead.Thetypeof

gunandbulletIhaveispowerfulenoughtoblowhis

brainsout.Ishootandbloodshootsoutfromhis

forehead.Heisonhisbackandlookslikeheis

abouttodie.Ihoveroverhim.Lookhimintheeyes

andthebastardissmiling.

Demyan:"Bewatchfulofyourself"

Nxa,Ipulloutmygunagainandshoothim10times

againuntilIsensenobreathonhim.Bastard.

*

*

*

Backtothepresent------>



NomzamosPOV.

Me:"Mandla!!"

MyscreamsalertLwandlethatsomethingiswrong.

Ididn'tevenexpecthertobeheretoday.Sheruns

overtomeandlooksatthephonewithme.He'sina

darkroomandunderaswinginglampoverhishead.

Hisheadisfacingdownandhe'snotwearingashirt.

Justsimpleblackpants.Hishandsaretiedbehind

hisbackandhejustlookweak,meek.Vulnerable.

I'veneverseenhimlikethis.Amanappearsonthe

screenwiththebiggestgrinever.Lwandlestills

besidesmeandsheseemsshockedandherskin

turnspale.I'mconfused.Hegrinssohardandthen

goesovertowhereMandlaisstanding.

"Ohdarling,don'tbeshockedtrustmethisis

definitelynothingpersonal.Justalittlerivalry

betweenmeandyoursocalledhusband."

Helookswayscaryformyliking.He'scoffeecolour,

jetblackhair,smallsmolderedeyesandalsoalotof

scars.Hehasadentinhisforeheadwhichisabit

darkerthanhiscomplexion.Itshowsthatareais



cold.HelaughsagainandthenliftsupMandlasface.

Tearsstartfallingdownmyface.Helooks

absolutelyterrible.He'sfaceisbadlybruisedandis

swollen,bloodisescapingfromhisnosemouthand

thesideofhisface.Hehascutsonhisbarechest

andhejustlookstiredandvulnerable.Lwandlegets

morefrustratedbesidesmeandthrowstheglassof

wateronthewall.Itmakesaloudshutteringsound

thatscaresme.Clearlysheknowssomethinghere.

Afewnurseswalkinandaskifeverythingisokay.

Lwandle:"Getthefuckout!!"hervoiceissternand

rough.Theyoungpoornurseshurryoutmywardand

ItoofeelunsafewithwhoIamrightnow.Myfocus

isbackonthismysteriousguy.

Hehasaknifeinhishand,heholdsituptoMandlas

neck.

Lwandle:"Nonononono"

Helaughs.

"Tadawifey"thescreengoesblackandIheara

slicingnoise.Iscreamandcovermymouthinfear.

WHATTHEF.....!!!!



DIDTHISGUYSLITMYHUSBAND'STHROATOPEN!!

Istartcryingatthefactthathemightactuallybe

deadrightnow.Isuddenlyfeelasharppaininmy

abdomenthatincreaseseverysecond.Ohno!!I

forgotaboutmybaby.Moretearsstartflowingand

thepainjustdoesn'tdisappear.Itfeelslikesomeone

keepsaddingaknifetomywombandkeeps

attackingme.Lwandleshoutsforthenursesand

theyhurrybackin.Theytrypinningmyhandsdown

butI'munstoppable.Thissceneistoodramatic.My

wholebodyissquirminginpainandIamscaredfor

mybaby.UrghwhydoIalwaysstressmyselfabout

Mandlathough.Nowmypoorbabyhastosuffer

seriousconsequencesbecauseofhisunfaithful

father.Iscreammoreandmorebecausethepain

wasjustunbearable,Icouldfeelmysoulescaping

mybody.

Boom..

Lightsout....

*

*



*

Myeyeshurtsobadfromallthecrying.Icouldfeel

thatthey'reevenswollen.Iopenmyeyesandyesas

always,sisterinlawisbesidesme.

Lwandle:"I'msosorryNomzamo,I'mreallysorry

abouteverything"

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

*

IwasstillconfusedandIwasn'treallypaying

attentiontoLwandle.Iwasthirstyandfeltsoweak

andheavy.MybodywaspainfulanditfeltlikeIwas

hitbymanytrainsandbusses.

Me:"Water.Ineedwater"shehesitantlygotupand

pouredmeaglassofwaterwithshakyhands.Geesh

whatwasupwithher.Shehelpedmedrinkmywater



andallIwantedwastolayonthebedwithmyhead

facingup.Eyesclosed.Mindshut.

Lwandle:"Zamo"

Iignoredheratfirst.

Lwandle:"I'mstillverysorry"

Me:"LwandleatthemomentIjustwanttobequiet

andifyoudon'tmindbymyselfplease"

Lwandle:"Okay,I'mnotgoingtovisityoutonight,I'll

beworkingonsomething"

Me:"Whatever,justpleasego"shestoodupandthen

left.UrghIdon'tevenknowwhyIwasshuttingout

theonlypersonwhocaresaboutme.ButonethingI

wantedatthemomentwastoreallybebymyself.I

justwantedtobealone.Withnoonearound.I

closedmyeyesandtriedtofallasleep.

*

*

ItwasnowintheafternoonandIhavejustwokenup

frommysmallnapthatItookthismorning.Ipress

forthenursesassistancebecauseIreallyneedthe



bathroom.Ithensitandwaitpatientlyforanurseto

assistme.Thedooropensandit'sDrNkosi.

Rememberhim.Myhotdoctorthattriedgettingit

downwithme.OrperhapsmyhotdoctorthatItried

gettingdownwith.Eitherwayhe'sstillhot.And

todayhe'swearingblackslimfitpants,thenice

blackclassicshoeswithtasselsandawhiteshirt

andofcoursehisdoctorscoat.Nothingbeatsasexy

maninawhiteshirt.Beitshortorlongsleeve.

DrNkosi:"AfternoonZamo"

Ohhe'scallingmebymynicknamenow.Lol.

Me:"Afternoondoctor"Isay,hardlyemphasizingon

theworddoctorbutstillthinkingofhissexy

presence.

DrNkosi:"Howareyoudoing?"

Me:"Ihavesomepaininmyabdomenbutnothing

big"

DrNkosi:"Thatnothingbigcouldbesomething

serious,pleaseliftupyourdressalittlebit"

Me:"Excuseme?"Allofthesuddenthethoughtof



himwithoutashirtgotcutoffinmymindandIwas

reallyshockedathisrequest.Helaughsalittlebit

thenlooksatmewithassuringeyes.

DrNkosi:"I'myourdoctorNomzamo.I'mnotgoingto

harmyouorhurtyouinanywayorevenmakeyou

uncomfortable.Ijustwanttodoaquickphysical

checkupofyourbelly.Isthatalrightwithyouor

shouldIgetyouafemaledoctor"

Me:"Noit'sokaybutpleasejusthelpmetothe

bathroomorelseI'mmessingmyselfup"helaughed

andthenopenedthecovers,helpedmeuptomy

feetandslowlyguidedmetothebathroom.NowI

wasfacedwithaproblem.Myshoulderswere

hurtingandmybackaswellsoIneededhelpwith

gettingmyunderwearoffandsittingonthetoilet

seat.

Me:"UhmthisisawkwardbutIreallyneedyourhelp"

DrNkosi:"I'llgetthenursestohelpyou,justwait

here"

Me:"Thisisurgent.Ican'twaitthatlongforfemale

assistance.Justpleasehelpme"



DrNkosi:"Okayokayfine"

Heliftedmyhospitalgownupabitthenwentdown

onhiskneestopullmypantiesdownthenhehelped

mesitonthetoiletseat.IwassorelievedafterI

releasedwhatwasinthetank.Andyepitbecame

awkwardagainwhenhehadtohelpmewipemyself

upandwearmypantiesagain.Urghsomuch

embarrassment.

Iwasbackonmybednowwithmydressliftedup

andhimslightlypressingonmyabdomentosee

wherethepainwascomingfrom.Afterawhilehe

putmydressdown,coveredmewiththethin

hospitalcovers.

DrNkosi:"Welltherereallyaren'tanyproblemswith

you,Ijusthavethesamediagnosisoverandover

again.Pleasetellmewhatisitthatisstressingyou

somuchbecausehonestlyspeakingitisn'thealthy

foryou.IfitwaspossibleIwouldhonestlyshutyou

fromalltheworldscommunicationuntilyougive

birth"



Ilaughedabitandactuallycontemplatedtellinghim

aboutmylife'sstory,butlatelyit'sevenhardtotrust

anyonenowthatMandlahasdisappearedfromthe

faceoftheearth.Whuu.Ievenforgotaboutmy

darlinghusband.IneedtocallLwandlelaterandfind

outwhatshe'sdoingaboutthatvideocallearlier.

Me:"WellIwishIcouldunburdenallmyburdensto

youbutwhathappensinmylifereallyisn'tyour

business.Igetthatyou'reconcernedaboutmeand

don'twanttoseemelosemybabybutIpromiseI

willtakeyouradvicefromnowon.I'llstopstressing

doctor"

DrNkosi:"Christopher"

Me:"What?"

DrNkosi:"PleasedocallmeChris"hesaidwhile

closingthedoor,onhiswayout.

*

*

*

LwandlesPOV.



*

*Idrovehomefromthehospitalwithmixed

emotions.IhavenoideawhereIshouldstartlooking

forMandlabutIdefinitelyknowthingsaren'tlooking

goodforhimrightnow.He'sprobablyevendead.I

openmywindowandletthecoldnightairkeepme

awakeandstopmefromsleepingorthinkingofthe

worst.Thecoldairmakesmefocusonitonly.Iget

homeandinseriouslygladthatmomanddadaren't

aroundtowitnessitall.TowitnesstheMandla

drama.OnethingIshoulddoisinformthemthat

Nomzamoisinhospitalagain,Iknowmamawon't

behappyatallbutheyitiswhatitis,Nomzamowill

havetobepatientandtrynottoworrytoomuch,I

tooalsocareformybrother.Iopenthedoorandgo

straighttotheshower.Iopenthefaucetforcold

wateronly,daysliketheseIonlyneedcoldwaterto

keepmegoing.Aftersomefewminutes,Igrabmy

towelandwrapmybodyinitthenstepoutofthe

shower.Iapplydeodorantandbrushmyteethand

thenlotioninthebathroom.Igotomyroomandto

behonestthehouseseemsprettymuchaloneand



quietwithoutmomanddadandMandlaaswell.It's

alltoosurreal.

Inmyroom,mytowelisoffandI'mnakedlooking

foranoutfittowearfortonight'sjob.Mydoorcreeks

openandIimmediatelyreachoutformygunthat's

inmydrawer.

Sthupa:"EishhadeLwandle,youmustlockyourdoor

Nawe"

Me:"Nxavoetsek!Don'tyouknowyoushould

knock?Getoutofherenow!!"heimmediatelycloses

thedoorandIhearhimrunoff.Mxm,idiot!Nowone

ofmymenknowhowmybodylooks,howwillIgo

downstairsandfacehim.Mxm.

Iimmediatelysearchmywardrobeandendup

wearingblackleathertights,ablackvestandwear

myblackDrMartin'sboots,Igrabmyleatherjacket

andmygunholster.Igrabmyphoneaswelland

takethekeystoourammunitionhouse.

Downstairsabunchofbigmenareinthedining

room,waitingtobeinstructedandtoldwhattodo.

Me:"What'stheupdate"



Sthupa:"Well,we'vefiguredthelocationofthevideo

anditwasatanabandonedwarehouseinDurban.I

gotsomeinsightanditseemslikethey'reseriously

torturingMandla.Demyanalsohasalotofsecurity

insideandoutside.We'regoingtoneedmoreguys."

Me:"Wedon'tneedmoremen,aslongthemenyour

havebroughtformetodaycanshootandtarget

properly.Iseriouslywanthimtocomebackhome

tonightbeforemomanddadcomebackfrom

Venice"

Sthupa:"Shobosslady,let'sgetgoingrightnow."

*

*

MandlaandDemyanPOV.

*

*

"Boss,wordsout.They'llbecomingtonight"

Me:"Wellthenwhatareyouwaitingfor?Gettheboat

readysowecansailoff,theywon'tevenbother

thinkinghe'sonaboat"



"Sureboss"hescurriesoffintothedarknesswhileI

staredownatMandla.PoordefeatedMandla.What

didhepossiblythinktryingtotakemedown,I'm

hardtodie.He'sbleedingandcold,seemslikehis

mindreallyisn'twithushere.Ithrowapunchathis

alreadybrokennoseandwatchhimtrytoopenup

hisbruisedeyes,they'reswollenandpurplewith

spotsofred.Shame.

Me:"Wakeupyoulittlerat,yourtimeisverynear.It

wouldn'thavebeenifyourlittlePeevingsisterdidn't

getintoourbusiness"

Mandla:"Whatdidyoudotoher?"

Me:"Ohnothingreally.Youshouldbemoreworried

ofwhatIamgoingtodotoyourfamily."

Mandla:"Ifyoudaretouchthem.."

Me:"Whatwillyoudohuh?You'repowerless.You

havenothingandnoonetoprotectyou"

"Boss,allisready"

Isaynothingandsignalforhimtoout.

Me:"Nowyouseeallthiswouldn'thavehappenedif



youdidn'tmesswithmyfamily.Youknowwhatthey

say.Aneyeforaneye,atoothforatooth"

*

LwandlePOV.

*

*

Thewarehouseisdarkandlonely,theenvironment

seemstoounsafeandmakesmybloodboilandyet

gocoldatthesametime.We'reallholdinggunsin

ourhands,slowlyprowlingaroundthearealikecats.

WalkingsilentlyandtrytobusttheRussiansoutand

getMandlaoutofthishellhole.Tomy

disappointmentthereisnooneinthewarehouse,it's

quietandallyoucanheararetheratsthatare

runningaroundthebuilding.

Me:"Whatthehellisthis,Ithoughtyousaidthey

wouldbehere"

Sthupa:"Thesatellitedidindicatetheywereinthis

warehouse,lookthere'sbloodonthearmchairs"

Me:"Whatdoesbloodhavetoprovehuh?Itdoesn't



proveanythingmahnSthupa"

Sthupa:"Fornowitdoesn't,I'llgetbacktoworking

withthesatelliteandseeifIcanlocatethemagain"

Me:"Movemorequickerthistimeorthere'llbe

seriousconsequences"

Rage.

Anger

ThoseweretheonlyemotionsIwasfeeling.Howdid

theyknowwewerecoming?Iwonderwheredidthey

takehimnow?WhatamIgoingtotellNomzamo

andthefolks?ThatMandlahasbeentakenaway

fromanoldbitterrivalry.Dadwentthroughthemost

thelasttimehefoundoutofthekindoflikeMandla

andMuziwereliving,itsenthimtohospitalwitha

strokethattooknearlyayeartohealfrom.

Ineedtofindhimassoonaspossible.

Tobecontinued....
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*

"Sometimesyouhavetoputwhatyoudeservefirst

thanhowyoufeel"-Unknown.

*

*

*

Lwandle:"Morningpreggie"Ilaughedabit.

Me:"Heyyou,unjani?"

Lwandle:"I'm..."

Me:"What?"

Lwandle:"Nothing,Ibroughtyousomebreakfast,

thoughtyou'dbetiredofallthisboringhospital

food"

Me:"You'readarlingbutnexttimepleasebringme

meat.Lotsofit.That'sallIfeellikeeatinglately"

Lwandle:"Haa,youwanttobebigandlargeatthe

sametime"

WelaughedtogetherandthenIstartedeatingthe



foodshebroughtforme.

Lwandle:"Icouldn'tfindhim"

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Lwandle:"UMandla,Nomzamo.Itriedlookingforhim

lastnightbuttheybeatustoit"

Me:"Okay"

Lwandle:"Okay?!That'sallyou'regoingtosay?"

Iignoredherandcontinuedeatingmyfood,shethen

tookmyfoodawayfrommeandlookedatmewith

awe.

Me:"Hey!!I'mstilleatingthough"

Lwandle:"You'rebeingbitterNomzamo.Whenare

yougoingtostartcaringaboutyourmissing

husband.Youdoknowhecouldbedeadbynow

right."

Me:"Letmetellyousomethingyouobviouslyknow

butarebeingdumbto.EverysingletimeIstart

caringabouthimorevenstartbeingconcerned

abouthimwhathappenshuh?"



Lwandle:"Iunderstandthat.."Iholdupmyhandas

anindicationsheshouldbequietandletmespeak.

Me:"Youdon'tunderstandanything,I'mtheone

who'spregnantwiththisbaby,yournephewandI

can'talwaysbehavingproblemsinmywombwhile

thinkingabouthisunloyalfather.Pleasetuu,giveme

somecredit"

Lwandle:"Atleastputinsomeeffortwithlookingfor

him"

Me:"Lwandle,thanksforbreakfastnowpleaseleave"

Lwandle:"What?"

Me:"Idon'thaveaspeakingdisabilityandyou'realso

notdeaf"

Lwandle:"I'mnotleaving"

Me:"I'mcallingsecurity"

DrNkosi:"Thatwon'tbenecessary,pleaseevacuate

thebuildingmiss"

Lwandle:"Areyoureallydoingthistome?Outofall

people,meNomzamo?"



Me:"Itoldyouwhatyouneededtohear,I'mtiredof

everythingLwandleandyou'renothelpinglikeI

wantedyoutohelpme"

Shelookedatmeandtearsstartedtobuildupinher

eyesandthenshetookherbagandstormedout.I

reallydidn'twanttochaseherout,Ineedherevento

theendofthispregnancybutshe'sreallybeing

unfairandselfish.

DrNkosi:"Wow"

Me:"What?"

DrNkosi:"Iheardeverything"

What?!

Me:"Whateveryouhavetosaykeepittoyourself,I

don'tcare"

DrNkosi:"Soyourhusbandistheonewho'sbeen

stressingyou,whyareyouevenwiththeguy?"

Me:"Isaidkeepittoyourself,I'mnotinterestedand

it'snotyourbusinessaswell"

DrNkosi:"I'msorry,Idon'twantyoutoshutmeout

ofyourlifeaswell.Ijustcametodeliversomegood



news"webothkeptsilent.

Me:"Hau,I'mlistening"

DrNkosi:"You'refinallybeingreleasedtodayandyou

cangohome"

Me:"What?!Areyoubeingserious?"Iwassohappy,I

havehaditwiththisplace.It'ssotiringand

sickeningbutithasbeenanescapefromfamilyand

myhusbandthathasdisappeared.

DrNkosi:"Yeah,soyoucanprepareyourselftogo

thenyou'llsignthedocumentsatthereceptionarea

okay?"

Me:"Yesdoctor"helaughedabitthensmiled.

DrNkosi:"Thatwassexy,andItoldyoutocallme

Chris"

Me:"You'recrazy"Isaywhilelaughing.

Chris:"Sowecheckedthelastbloodtestsandyou're

ingoodhealthsoisyourbaby"

Me:"ThankyousomuchChris"

Chris:"Surething,I'llseeyoulater.Letmegodomy



rounds"

HeleftthenIwasallaloneinmyward.Ipressedfor

thenursetocomeandshearrivedafter

approximatelyfiveminutes.Ineedednewclothes

andneededtotakeabathandcalledthesame

personIjustkickedouttocomeandfetchmeand

takemehome.

Anhourlater,IhavejusttakenmybathandLwandle

hadsaidshecouldn'tcomebecauseshe'sfounda

leadonthedisappearanceofMandlabutwillget

someonetobringmyclothesandaswelltotakeme

home,kwaXulu.

I'mgladshedidn'tbringmeanyclothesthatwillcall

onattentionorevennotfitmeatall.Ilotionedand

thenworethewhitebodycondressthatreachedmy

knees,thenalsoworetheniceturquoisejerseyshe

gotme,itwasreallycuteandcoveredthewhite

dressabit,IfiguredIshouldpullupthesleevesto

makeitmorestylish.ThenIworethewhitegel

sandalsshegotme.Pregnancyreallylookedgood

onmeandthedresswashuggingmeperfectly.It

showedallthecurvesaswellasthebumponmy



belly.Lol.Itiedmynaturalhairupthenpackedmy

bagsandtheclothesthatIwaswearingwhenIwas

admittedtothehospital.Icheckedmyphoneandit

hadadozenmissedcalls.Mostfrommymom.I'll

callherwhenIgettimeanddefinitelynotnow.The

nursewasmakingupthebedwhileIwasgetting

readytogo.MyridewasjustintheparkinglotandI

couldn'twaittogethome.Thelovelynursewhose

nameisLauren,accompaniedmetoreception.

ReceptionLady:"Igetafeelingyou'regoingtobea

greatmom!!"

Uhmokay,thanksweirdo.Ididn'tevenknowher.

Chris:"Shesurewillbe"

Hewasnolongerinhislongboringwhitecoatbut

hewasnowinnavyblueformalpants,youknowthe

niceonesthataren'tclingingbutstillholdtheright

areas,alightblueshirt,brownshoesandofcoursea

brownbeltandwatchtomatchhisoutfit.Callme

crazybuthelookedsizzlingrightnow,thetopbutton

wasunbuttonedandIcouldseeasnippetofhislong

stringneck,Ibitmylipinresponsetowhatmyeyes



wereshowingme.

Chris:"You'reofficiallyleaving"

Me:"Uhmyeah,myrideisoutside"

Chris:"Gotanyplans?"

Me:"No,notreally.I'mjustgonnahomeandprobably

watchamoviealone.You?"

Chris:"Same,butnowthatyou'rementioningit,canI

atleasttakeyououtforlunch"

Me:"Uhmm..."

Chris:"Please,it'snothingbig.Justtwopeoplegoing

outforlunch.PleaseNomzamo,Ireallywantto

knowyou,you'reinterestingandyouintrigueme.I

knowyou'remarriedbutIswearIwon'tdoanything

tojeopardizeyouandyourmarriage,letaloneyour

dignity.Please?"

Ilookedathimandtrulyspeakinghewassincere,

forthefirsttime,amanhasbeensincerewithme

anditkindoffeltgood.Ibitmyliponceagainand

thoughtaboutit.Imeanit'snotabadidea,besidesI

reallydon'twanttospendtherestofmydayalone,



watchingsoapiesandmovies.WhatdoIhaveto

lose?

Me:"Okaynoproblem"hesmiledtohimselfinvictory

thentookmybagfrommyshoulderandcarriedit

whileholdingmebymyhand.

*

_Meanwhile,thesmellofdeathisupontheXulu

household._

*

Tobecontinued....
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*

"Sometimes,goodgirlsalsodobadthings"-

Unknown.

*

*

*



LwandlesPOV.

JustnotsolongagoIwaswithNomzamoatthe

hospital,feelingdefeatedandlow.Abouttogiveup

onthesearchofmybrother.Now,hereIaminthe

FordRangerabouttotryandgetmybrothersaved

fromtheclutchesofDemyansohecancomeback

home.Backtohislife.Backtohisfamily.Mostofall,

backtohiswifewhobasicallywantsnothingtodo

withhimatthispoint.

Sthupa:"Areyouokay?Youseemdistant"

Me:"Yeah,justthinkingaboutthiswholething.How

diditgettobehere"

Sthupa:"WellitstartedwhenyourbrotherMu.."

Me:"IknowhowitstartedSthupa,itwasjusta

rhetoricalquestion.I'mnotstupid"

Sthupa:"Ididn'tmeantogetyouupset"

Me:"Whatever,howfararewefromthisplace

anyway?"

Yousee,now,threehoursagoafterIleftthehospital

buildingIgotacallfromLucky(anotherfriendof



Mandla)tellingmethattheyhavetracedDemyan's

locationandthathewassomewhereinDurbanata

lake.Demyanseriouslywasn'thardtotrackdown

buthewashardtocatch.Assoonashetoldme

thosenews,Iimmediatelyranbacktothe

warehouse,changedandcalledallofthecrew

members,andaddressedthemaboutthenewplan

andhowwe'regoingtoinfiltratethem.Weall

grabbedguns,bombsandsomeknifes.Oneperson

whoIknowcansliceapersonupisSthupa,nigga

throwssoperfectlyhecan'tmiss.Nigganeedsto

teachmesomeskills,Ican'talwaysdependonthis

toolcalledagun.Istartsmilingtomyselfand

rememberthefirsttimeIheldit.Mandlahadleftit

carelesslyinthehouseandIblackmailedhiminto

allowingmetotouchthegun.Ifeltsoalive.Feltlike

thisiswhatIwantedtodofortherestofmylife.It's

amazingwhat6yearsofskillcandoforsomeone's

life.

Sthupa:"Wow"

Me:"What?"

Sthupa:"Ihaven'tseenyousmileinalongtimeyazi,I



wonderwhat'sgotyousmilinglikethat"

Me:"I'mjustthinkingaboutMandla"

Sthupa:"Oneday,he'llcomebackLwandle.You'll

see"

Me:"Ihopeso"Isaysighing.

Sthupa:"Theplaceisrightdowntheroad,we'llbe

thereintenminutes.Letmetelltheguystobeready

forwar"

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Wewalkedoutofthebuildinghandinhand,itwasn't

abigdealformebecauseIknewthatthiswasjusta

simplefriendshipandwewerejustgoingoutfor

lunch.Wellforsomepeoplewhowerecominginto

thehospital,itseemedlikeitwasanothersituation.

Itwaslunchtimesoofcoursesomewereonlunch

break,Isawsomeyoungladiesgiveoffstaresof

hurtanddisbeliefaswewalkedtotheparkinglot.I



feltliketellingallofthemthathewasn'tmineand

myhusbandwas...

Hetookouthiscarkeysfromhispocketand

pressedabuttonandthenIsawanice,sexy

MercedesBenzflashit'slightsatme.ItwasaAMG

S63,ifyouknowyouknow.Itwasblack,notjustany

black.Itwasglossyblack,thewindowswereblack

andtherimswerealsoblack.Therewassomething

aboutthecarthataddedtowhateverthedoctorand

Iwerefeelingtowardseachother.

Me:"Wow!Thiscarissoamazing!"

Chris:"Waittillyougetinside"

Me:"Wow,I'mreallyimpressed"helookedatmein

theeyesthensmiledtohimself.Asmileof

satisfaction.Hethenopenedthedoorformeand

madesureIwasstrappedverywell.Thenheputmy

bagsinthebootandcamearoundtogetintohis

driver'sseat.Hewasawholedifferentpersonwhen

inhiscar.Helookedlikehewoulddoanythingfor

thiscarifitwasabletotalk.Lookedlikethiswashis

mostpricedpossession.Itwasweirdbutitwasa



wonderfulsighttosee.Ismiledtomyself.Hethe

startedtheengineandreversedandthentherewe

werenow,onthewaytogogetsomelunch.

Chris:"Sowheredoyouwanttoeat?Iknowagreat

restaurantatthemallthatwecouldeatat.Theysell

premiummeat,thebestofthebest"

Me:"Woah,slowdowntiger.Isitpossibleforusto

gettakeawaysbecauseIdon'treallyfeellikeeating

inpublic"

Chris:"Sure,butwheredoyouwanttoeat?"

Me:"Perhapswecaneathereinyourcarandtalk"

Helookedatmewithadeathstareandthenfocused

backontheroad.

Chris:"NotinthiscarNomzamo,it'stoocleanforit

tobemessedup"

Me:"WhosaidIwillmessup?"

Chris:"I'mnotsayingyouwill,butIdon'tlikeitwhen

peopleeatinmycar.Itdoesn'tsitwellwithme."

Mxm,Iignoredhimandkeptquietandlookedoutof

thewindow.



Chris:"Hey,let'seatatmyhousethen.That'sagreat

privatespace"

Ithoughtaboutitlongandhard,he'snota

perpetratorfromthewayhehandlesmeandhimself.

SoIdon'treallythinkhewouldhurtmeorletalone

makemedosomethingIdon'twanttodo.AndI

reallydowanttoseehishome.

Chris:"Talktome.I'msorry"

Me:"Lunchatyourplacedoesn'tsoundbad"

Chris:"Great,let'sstartatthemall"hesaidthatwhile

pressinghisfootonthepedalandnowyoucould

heartheenginerumbleandthecarwentfast.An

exhilaratingfast.

*

*

Lwandle'sPOV.

*

MymenandIareallnowhidingbehindafewcars

aroundthedesertedlake.Thewaterisagreen

colourwithmosquitosalloverandthereisonly



threeshedsandtheylookabandoned.Sthupa

signalsforpeopletobereadytothrowshotsaround.

IsetmygunreadyandthenjustwhenIamaboutto

sendmenaroundtoseeifDemyanandMandlaare

around,hauDemyanstepsoutoftheshedwith

Mandlabeingdraggedathisfeet.Inearlysheda

tearatthesightofhim,I'veneverseenmybrother

soweak.He'ssoweak,defeatedandmiserable.

Powerlessheis.Lwandlegetyourheadinthegame,

he'sthereasonyou'rehere.Gethimoutandkillthis

niggaonceandforall.

Demyan:"Iknowyou'rehereLwandle,badmistakeI

tellyou"heshoutedandthenthewarbegan,Sthupa

orderedtheguystostartshootingandoutof

nowhereDemyansguysalsoshowedupand

shootedatmyguystoo.Itwasashootingzoneand

thenIsawDemyangetpeopletocoverhimwhilehe

dragsMandlabyhisshackledwriststoanearby

boat.Ihadtoactfast,Ican'tallowmybrotherto

disappearonceagain.Irantotheclosestcarand

gotunderit.

Sthupa:"Lwandlebuya"Iignoredthefoolandthe



pointedmygunatDemyanfromunderthecar.

Me:"Goodnightmotherfucker"Ithenaimedwelland

thenpressedontheclutch.

Bang.

Itonlyhistheguynexttohim.

What?!

Itwasmeantforhim!Helooksattheguynextto

himandthenhe'seyesareonme!Yes,mysmall

frameundertheframe,helaughsabitandthen

pointshisgunatme.Shit!

Irolltotheothersideofthecarandheartwo

gunshots.ItbecomessilentforawhileandIcreep

overtotheothersidetoseeifhe'sgoneagain.He's

not.Thistimehe'scoveringMandlawithasackcloth

overhisheadandthenkickshimathisabdomen.He

squirmsatthepainandthenstumblesabit.

Demyan:"Welcometotheparty"hesayssmiling.

Bang.

LikethewallsofJerichohecrumblesandfallsover

tohisside.



Bang.

Hedoesn'tmoveforawhile.

Bang.

He'sbodytakesinthebullet.

He'sthere.

Layingthere.

He'snotmoving.

He'sjustlifeless.

Demyansmilesandlaughs.Pickshimupoverhis

shoulderandyoucanseebloodrunningfromhis

bodydownontheboat.HethrowsMandlaoverthe

boatandforasecondhedoesn'timmediatelysink

intothewater,hisbodyhitsthewaterandit'sasif

thewaterabsorbshimfirst.Thenheslowlygoes

down.Downintotheclutchinghandsofdeath.Istay

underthereforawhileandthenIhearfootsteps

nexttothecar,Igrabmygunandit'sonlythenthatI

realisethatDemyanhadshotmeonmyleftand

rightarm.Ipointeditattheperson,readytoshoot

thepersonandthenitwasSthupa.



Sthupa:"Letmehelpyouout"

Me:"Thanks"

Hegrabbedmebymyonlygoodarm.AssoonasI

wasout,Icried.Criedmylungsout.Heheldmein

hisarmsandwestoodlikethatforawhile.

Itwasnownighttimeandhewasdrivingmeback

home.Hehasn'tsaidawordsinceweleftandIlikeit

betterthatway.Wegettomyhome,wheremomis.I

can'tescapeher,Ineedtotellherwhatjust

happened.Surprisinglytherearenoguardsatthe

gatesoweopenthegateourselfanddrivein.He

helpsmegetoutthecarandcallsanurseheknows

tocomestitchmeupbecauseIdon'twanttogoto

thehospital.Hehelpsmegetoutsidethecarand

basicallyhelpsmetothedoor.Whenwegettothe

doorwehearsomeloudcryingfrominside,he

reachesforhisgunandtheopensthedoor.Igetthe

shockofmylife.Momisonthefloor,clutchingthe

handsofthemanshefellinlovewith32yearsago.

Herwhitesummerdresshasbloodstainsanddadis

onthefloor.Layingonhisback.Hislegsarespread

outandhishandstoo.Helookslifeless.Hiswhite



summershirtisdrenchedwithblood.Nomzamo

isn'taroundandIwonderwheresheis.Ithenstart

crying.Ifalldowntomykneesandstartcryingas

well.It'sasadmoodfortheXulus,asaddayformy

family.

*

*

NomzamosPOV.

*

*

SoIspenttherestofmyafternoonwithMandlaand

itwasnownighttime.Yesweatemeatandthen

orderedpizzalateron.Herewearenow,inhis

bedroom.Onhisbedroomcarpetwatchingromantic

comedies.Weendedupgettingtoknoweachother

andhealsogotmarriedwhenhewas18but

unfortunatelyhiswifepassedawayofcancerwhen

shewasonly21yearsold,twoyearsaftertheygot

married.Ifoundmyselfcryingwhenhetoldme

thosenews.



Me:"Thesemoviesarewickedlyhilarious"

Chris:"Youstilldon'twanttogohome?"

Me:"No,notyet.Pleaseletmestayabitmuch

longer"

Chris:"Well,myhandsaretiedandyouhavebeen

greatcompanytonight.Shouldwewatchanother

movie?"wewerenowonourthirdmovie.

Me:"Yes,pleasedo."

Hestoodupandlookedoverhismoviecollectionfor

somethingIwouldenjoy.HeslidestheCDintothe

playerandthenMichealBoltonplays.

Chris:"Woah,I'msorry.ThoughtIhadtherightdisk.

Lemmejustswitchitup"

Me:"Noleaveiton,nobiggie"

Chris:"YouknowMichealBolton?"

Me:"He'smyalltimefavouriteey"

Chris:"Wow,youneverceasetoamazeme"

Me:"Mylegsarestartingtocramppleasehelpme

up"



Hethenheldmebymyhandsandhelpedmeup.

Youknowthatmomentwhenyou'vebeensitting

downforalongtimeandtheminuteyoustandupall

thebloodrunsfromyourbraintoyourentirebody

andyoustartbeingdizzy.Wellthat'swhathappened

andInearlyfalltomysidebutChrishelpsmestand

almosttooquick.Webothlaughatwhatmighthave

happened.Hishandsareonmywaistandhisback

isfacingthebed.Henowlooksmeintheeyesand

smilestohimself,Idon'tknowwhathappensbuthe

pullsmeclosertohiships.Ipushhimovertothe

bedandhelaughsandholdsmyrighthandandpulls

metohim.Hehashishandsonmywaistagainand

thenIplacemylegbetweenhislegs,holdhishead

upsohiseyesareonmethenIleanin.Hecloseshis

eyes,readyforme.Readyforourworldstocollide

andbeone.Ileanandthenstartoffwithtinypecks

onhismouth.Theyfeelsosoft,coldandtasteofthe

orangejuicewe'vebeendrinking.Oh,theorange

juicetastedrivesmetomyecstasy.Thistimehe

doesn'twaitforme,insteadheopenshismouthand

welcomesmein.Wekiss.Aslow,passionate,wet

kiss.Akissthathaslustalloverit.He'skissingme



delicately,Ialmostloseallmysenses.Myfingers

arenowworkingthemselvesonhisbuttonsandhis

handisskimmingtheinsideofmyskirt,slowly

brushingmythigh.

Tobecontinued...

Ididn'tcheckforanyerrorssopleasedoforgive.
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Thekissesstartgettinghotandpassionate,Iget

wetbythesecondandcanfeelthebutterfliesinmy

stomachandI'malsogettingtooexcited.WhatI'm

abouttodocanimpactmebigtimebutthat'snot

what'sonmymindrightnow.AtthismomentIneed

adistraction,somethingtogetMandlaoutofmy

mind.Hethenliftsupmyskirtabitandthenrubshis

palmswithmymyvaginathroughthelace



underwearI'mwearing,Istartmoaningatthe

pleasure,it'ssogood,Irollmyeyesback.Iunbutton

hisshirtandhelphimgetitoff.Okayyyy,Chrisisn't

thatbuiltlikeMandlabuthe'sfitandhasawonderful

six-pack.Themanisjusttoosexymadoda.Hethen

slipshisindexfingerintomyunderwearandthen

slowlytakesitoff.WhenitreachesmyfeetIstep

outofitandthrowittotheside,heliftshisheadup

slowlyandreachesmycreampie,lol.Hetakesa

whiffatitandsmilestohimself,thenhelooksatme

asiftoaskmeifIhavehispermissiontodo

anythingtome.HonestlyspeakingI'mintriguedto

seehowhecanbringpleasure.Heopensmylegsa

bitthenrubsmyclitwithhishands.Ohhshit!!The

pleasureistoomuch.Apparentlysexwhenpregnant

andyou'reuptoitissogoodandtobehonestyet

again,Iwasinthemoodofgettingmywalls

slammedwithsomegoodpremiumshaft.Thehe

insertedafingeronmybagandstarteddoingthe

most,hestartedoffslowandthenthepressurebuilt

upmoreandmoreandheendedupinsertingtwo

fingerssoyoucouldalreadyimaginethegoodness

ofit.Whilethatwasgoingonhisthumbwasrubbing



myclitorisandIfeltpowerlessbutyetgood.He

movesfasterandfasterandfasterandallIkept

doingwasmoaningandmoaningwhileclutchinghis

shoulder.ThenitwasatthatmomentthatIfeltmy

legsshakeandvibrateabitthenallmyjuicesspilt

out,somerunningdownhishandandsomeonthe

floor,whenIorgasmed,Ifeltasifawholetension

wasreleased.Hestoodupfromthebed,turnedme

aroundandthenpushedmetothebed.Iwasstill

setonmyorgasmwhenhetookofmyjerseyand

thenmydressaswell.AfterIhelpedhimtakehis

pantsoff,assoonastheywereoffandmyheadwas

nowunderhistallframe,waswhenIsawit.Itwas

bulgingandhungry.Lookingforawholetogetinto

andstarttearingagirlswallsup,helaughedwhen

hesawmyreactionathisshaft.Hepushedhiships

tomyfaceandthenIsmiledandbitmylip,Ipulled

hispantsdownanditsprangoutofhisboxersso

quickly.

Chris:"Mmhh,ohyeah"hesaidwhileholdingitinhis

hands,andstrokingittheheadwithhisthumb,he

keptrubbingitupanddownwhilealsoplayingwith



theheadoftheshaft.Colorlessliquidstartedoozing

fromitandIsawhimrollhisheadbackwards,

clearlyhewasenjoyinghimself.PerhapsifIdoit,he

willfeelevenbetter.Iwaskindofskepticalaboutit

atfirstbuthehelpedmeandthenitwasinmyhand.

Itwashotandweird.Heheldmyhandandguided

meastohowhewantedmetodoit,soonIwas

usedtoitandIwastheoneleadingthewhole

mission.ThenIfoundmyselfbeinghungrytoputit

inmymouthbutheimmediatelystoppedmeand

toldmeIwasn'treadyforthatjustyetandhewill

teachmehowtodoitsomeothertime,Ishrugged

myshouldersthenhemademelayonmybelly,but

itwastoouncomfortableandImadehimlaydown.

I'veneverdoneitontopbutIwaswillingtotry,

Mandladidn'tputhiswholecockinmebecauseit

wasjusttoobigandChrishadabigonebutitwas

nothingcomparedtoMandla.Igotontopofhimbut

notonhisshaft,Istartedteasinghimandthenjust

asIwasabouttoridethispony,myphonerings.I

ignoreitatfirstbutitringsagain.

Chris:"You'renotgoingtoanswerit?"



Me:"It'llwait"Isaystandingupabitandbracing

myselfforimpact,Iholditandpositionitright.

SlowlyItakehiminandhealsocloseshiseyes.

LittlebylittletheshaftdisappearsinmeuntilIhave

himfullyin.Shit!

Imoanatthepleasureandthewayitfeelsunderme,

myvagdoesaweirdthingandIguessit'shappy.He

holdmebymyassandgrabsit.Literallysqueezingit.

Chris:"GrindonitNomzamo"Ismileabitandgently

movearoundtheshaft,yhuuIrollmyeyesatthe

feeling.IrollarounditagainandnowI'mallsatisfied.

Myphoneringsagainbutwebothignoreitnow.Two

minuteslaterIhavemyhandsholdingmybeasts

andmyheadrolledbackwhilemyassisjumpingon

thisshaft,damnitfeelsgood.He'sfillingmeup

everysecond.Heremovesmyhandsandnowhis

handsareonmybreasts.I'mnowjumpingandriding

onit,whilehe'sinsidemeandIhearhimgroanand

throwaroundswearwords.NowyouseeChrishad

thosecurvedbananatypeofshaftsandalreadyyou

canimaginejusthowmuchhe'shittingtheright

spots.Thenthatfeelingcomesagain,mymuscles



arereleased.IcollapseonhisshouldersandthenI

hearhisheartpumpinghard.HelaughsandthenI

laughaswell.

Chris:"Thatwasamazing"hesaysandclutchesme

intohisarms.Bytheway,he'sshaftisstillinme.We

staylikethatforminutesandIendupsleeping.

Fourhourslater,Iwakeup.It'sdarkandhe'ssnoring

softlybesidesme,Icheckthedigitalclockonmy

sideanditreads3:20am.ShitIneedtogethome

rightnow,myphoneisbesidesthelampstandandI

checkandIhaveanotherdozenofmissedcallsfrom

Lwandle,probablyshe'sbeenworriedsickaboutme.

IshakemyheadabitandlookatChris,awwpoor

guyisstilltiredfromthesessionwehad.Itheget

outoftheblankets,grabthegownthat'sclearlyhis

andheadtothebathroominhisroom.Ismellof

sweatandsex.Iopentheshowerfaucetandtakea

steamingquickshower,Igrabthenearesttoweland

wrapmyselfinit.BythetimeIreturnbacktothe

bedroomChrisisupandhe'slookingatmewhile

smilingtohimself.

Me:"What?"



Chris:"Youlooksupersexyinthattowel,letmehelp

youtakeitoff"

Me:"IwishIcouldbutrightnowIreallyneedtohead

home,they'reprobablyworriedaboutme"

Chris:"Noproblem,I'lltakeyouhome"hegetsoutof

thecoversandsearchesinhiswardrobeforclothes

towearandasformeIstillhavetoweartheclothes

thatIcameherewith,buthethendecidedtogiveme

hissmallboxersbecausesomehowmylace

underwearwastorn.Ithentakemybagandmy

phoneandheadout.Wegetintohiscaranddriveto

thenearestMcDonald'sandthenweorderandeat

onthewaytomyhome.Hewaskindofskeptical

aboutmeeatinginhiscarbuthehadbroughtmea

blanketincaseIgotcoldandheprefferedImessup

onitthanhiscar.ThedrivetotheXuluhousehold

wasanhourawayfromtown.Allthewayhomewe

weren'treallytalkingmuchaboutwhathadjust

transpiredbetweenusnotsolongago.Wewerestill

friendsandfriendshelpeachotherright?Lol.Wegot

tothegateandthenInoticedalotofcarsaround

thehouse.Hau,whatreallyisgoingonhere.Itell



himtostopinthedrivewayandthenhehelpsmeget

mybagsoutandthenattemptstokissmebutItell

himpeoplemightbewatching,hethengivesmea

hugandthendrivesoff.Iwalkwithathumpingheart

inmychesttothedoor.AssoonasI'minandturn

back,ahotslapthrowsmetothefloorandIholdthe

stingingcheekwithonehand.

Me:"Hey,whatwasthatfor?"

Mam'Nelly:"YouhavenointegrityYazi,already

sleepingwithanothermanwhileyoursisdead."

Me:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Mam'Nelly:"Nxa"shestormedoffandIseeLwandle

tryingtohelpmeup.

Lwandle:"Wherehaveyoubeen?"

Me:"Atafriend's"

Lwandle:"I'vebeencallingyouthewholenightwith

noluck,Iwasreallyworriedaboutyou.Ican'tlose

threepeopleintwodays"shesaysthenwrapsher

armsaroundmeandbreaksdownintears.

Me:"Mindtellingmewhat'sgoingon?"sheremoves



herselffrommyeyesandthentriestalking.

Me:"Hey,what'swrong.Talktome"

Lwandle:"Mandlaanddaddiedlastnight"Ilookedat

herandtriedtoabsorbwhatshesaid.

Me:"Isthisyouplayingaprankonmeforkickingyou

outofthehospitalbedbecauseofitis,you'rereally

funny"Ithenstartlaughingandthenpickupmy

bagsandmakemywaytothebedroom.Shestands

infrontofmeandtearsstartfallingdownherface

again.

Lwandle:"I'mbeingserious,theybothgotshotlast

night.Dad'scurrentlyatthemortgageandMandlas

bodyhasn'tbeenfound"

Ifeltallsensesgonumbatonce.Idroppedthebags

downandmybodyaswellcrumbledtothefloor.

What?!

Myhusband?!

Dead?!

Itcan'tbe.



No.

Itcan'tbe!

Tobecontinued...

P.S.GUYSUNFORTUNATELYTHENEXTINSERT

WILLHAVETOBESUNDAYEVENING,PLEASEBARE

WITHME♥
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Someoneisinmyroom,openingthecurtains.The

sunhurtsmyeyesabitandIcryatwhoeveris

wakingmeup.

Lwandle:"Wakeupsisi,wehavetotalk"

Me:"Dowereally?"

Lwandle:"Don'tmakemeangryNomzamo,youhave



someexplainingtodo"

Ihadabangingheadacheandmyeyeswerepainful

andallswelledupfromallthecrying.Shehada

glassofwaterandpainkillersforme,Isatupand

tookthem.

Me:"Thankyou"

Lwandle:"Wherewereyoulastnight?"

Me:"AfterIwasdischargedfromhospital,Iwentout

forlunchwithafriendofmine"

Lwandle:"Whydidn'tyoucomebackassoonas

lunchwasfinished?"

Me:"Tobehonest,Ididn'twanttocomebackhere

andbebymyselfwhichiswhyIremainedwithhim

athis..."

Lwandle:"Athishouseright?"

Me:"Yes"

Lwandle:"DidyousleeptogetherNomzamo"

Herquestionmademereflectonwhathappened

lastnightintoearlythismorning.Shit!Ireallydid



sleepwithChris,yeyesopenedupandshelookedat

me,waitingformetoanswer.

Lwandle:"Well?"

Ibutmylipforawhileandendedupanswering.

Me:"Yesbu.."

Sheheldafingerupasanindicationformetobe

quiet.Sheclosedhereyesandshakedherheadabit.

Lwandle:"Wow,reallyNomzamo.Igetit,you'reangry

atMandlabutforyoutostoopsolowandgooutto

sleepwithsomeoneelse,letaloneyourdoctoris

reallysonotlikeyou"

Me:"Howdidyouknowitwasthedoctor?"

Lwandle:"Ihavemyways,I'mreallydisappointedin

you."

Me:"Mandla..."

Lwandle:"Yeshecheated,Igetitbutyoudon'tget

backatyourhusbandbytryingtoevenupthe

score.Youshouldhavecamebackhome,I'lltellyou

onethingthough.I'mnotmadatyou,butI'm

disappointedandit'sgoingtotakeawhileformeto



forgetaboutthis."

Me:"You'reright,Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonwith

me"

Lwandle:"Now,firstthingsfirst,you'llhavetostop

talkingtoChris,theguyhasbeenblowingupyour

phonethewholemorning"

Me:"But.."

Lwandle:"Idon'tgethisvibesNomzamo,pleasetrust

meonthisandnextthingwe'regoingtohavetodoa

cleansingceremonyforyou.Idon'tknowwhatbad

thingsyougotfrombeingwithChris"

Me:"I'mreallysorryLwandle,Ireallyam.Itwasvery

selfishandverylowofme.I'llstopseeinghimand

removehimfrommylife"

Lwandle:"Good,nowpleasegotakeashower

becausethere'sameetingnownow"

Ithenhuggedherandshehuggedmeback.Iswear

Lwandleistheonlypersonwhototallycaresforme

andlovesmewholeheartedly.

Istoodupandwenttomybathroomandtooka



shower,Ilotionedandworelongsleevedredtshirt,a

blackshirtandpumps.Ithencoveredmyheadwith

adoek.Beforesteppingout,Ilookedatmyselfinthe

mirror.

ThisistheNomzamoIknow.Thehumble,downto

earthNomzamo.Theonewhohasnointentionof

hurtingpeople.ThisiswhoIamandlastnight,Iwas

adifferentperson.WhenIwaswithChris,youcould

seethatIdidn'tbelongtohisworld.Ibelongher.

WiththeXulu's.Itfeelslikehome.Ithenmadea

shortprayerandaskedforforgivenessfromGod

andaskedHimtobewithme.

IsteppedoutoftheroomandmetMam'Nellyinthe

wholeway.Igreetedherandsheactuallygreeted

meback.Iwasamazedbecauseafewhoursago

sheslappedmehard.

Mam'Nelly:"Canwenothaveanotherepisodeofyou

withanothermanplease.Ididn'texpectthatfrom

youNomzamo.You'recarryingmygrandchildand

youneedtobeconsiderateofthatokay"

Ilookeddowninshame.



Mam'Nelly:"Let'sgoeat"shesmiledatmeandheld

myhand.Mandla'smomwassodevasted,youcould

seeitinhereyes,shewasstillthesamekindwoman

Iknewbutyoucouldseeshewasmourningreally

badanditwashardforhertoacceptthedeathof

herhusband.Asforme,itdidn'tfeelrightformeto

mourn.Apartofmefeltlikemyhusbandwasnot

dead.Itseemedlikeitwasimpossibleformeto

accepthisdeath.Wewalkedhandinhandtothe

patiowhereeveryonewas,thereweresomeelders

thatIdidn'tknowandtheyintroducedmetothem.

Wethenallsettleddownandtherewasfoodonthe

tableandeveryonehadanoptiontochoosewhat

theywantedtoeat.

Elder:"SifikelaphaendlinikwaXulusizokhuluma

ngodabalwendodakaziyethulapha,uNomzamo(We

cameheretotheXuluhousetotalkaboutthematter

ofourdaughterhere,Nomzamo)"

Elder2:"Ngobaumyeniwakhoushonilendodakazi

yami,ngekesikuphoqeukuthiuhlalelaphafuthi

ungenziluthokephaesingakwenzanjeukukunika

ithubangekusasalakhofuthi(Becauseyourhusband



haspassedawaymydaughter,wecan'tforceyouto

stayhereanddonothingbutallwecandoisgive

youachanceatyourfutureaswell)"

Tearsstartbuildingupwhenhementionsmy

husbandisnomore.

Elder:"Akukhookunyeesingakwenzangaphandle

kokukuthumelaesikoleniuyofundelaumsebenzi

wakhoukuzeutholeumsebenzifuthiufunde

ukuzimela(Wehavenochoicebuttosendyouto

schoolandstudyforyourcareersoyoucangeta

jobandlearnhowtobeindependent)"

Myheadhasbeendowntheentiretimebutthe

momenthementionsthatI'mgoingtogofurthermy

studies,Iliftmyheadupandcan'tbelievewhatI'm

hearing.Ishebeingserious?.Me?Goingtoafurther

mystudies?Wow!!Whowouldhavethought!

LwandlehitsmythighandIremembertodropmy

headdownagain.

Me:"Ngabelokhokushoukuthingekengisahlala

laphanomangizoqhubekangibengumfazi

wamaXulu(DoesthatmeanthatIwillnolongerbe



livinghereorevenstillbethewifeoftheXulu's)"

Elder:"Impelacha,usazobaunkosikazilapha,

uthweleimbewuyethufuthiasikwaziukukuvumela

ukuthiuhambenomzukuluwethu(Absolutelynot,

you'restillgoingtobeawifehere,you'recarryingour

seedandwecan'tallowyoutogowithour

grandchild)"

JustasIamabouttotalk,weallhearsomeone

callingforMandlainthehouse,urghIimmediately

getirritatedwhenIseewhoitis.

Tobecontinued...

Thisisdefinitelyunedited
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Cassandra:"Mandla!!"

Lwandle:"Whuuhaibowesisi,ubang'umsindohau"



Cassandra:"Iheardsomeverydisturbingnewsabout

mybar,andIreallyneedtoconfirmifhe'sdeador

what?Tellmethosepeoplearejokingplease"

Lwandle:"Listenheresisi,thisisaPRIVATEfamily

affairandwedon'tneedsidechicksdisturbingus

here,nowifyoucandoyourselfafavorandgetthe

helloutofhere,we'dbehonored"

Cassandra:"WellexcuseyouI'mnotgoinganywhere,

I'mstaying"

Lwandle:"I'mcallingthepolice"shestoodupand

thenIsawalookofpanicflashthroughherface.

Cassandra:"Nonono.NxaasamatteroffactI'm

leaving.Iwillbebackthough."shethenlookedatme

androlledhereyesatme.Mxm,dumbwhatwhat.I

rolledmyeyesbackandthenshestormedoutthe

house.Whuu,somepeopleknowhowtocause

unnecessarydramaandattention.

*

*

*



2dayslater.

It'sFriday,thedaybeforethefuneralkaTata,

Mam'Nellyhasn'tbeenthesame.Theatmosphereis

sombreandthemoodissad.Everyoneseemstobe

playingaroleinmakingthefuneralhappen,my

familyevencamethroughtohelpout.Itallseems

surreal,notsolongagoTatawasbymyside,he

supportedmeandacceptedmeinhishomeeven

whenMandlafailedtodosohimself.Hebecamea

fatherfiguretomeandhelpedmeovercomesome

challengesintheforcedmarriage.AllIdoalldayis

sitinmyroomandjustwatchthedaypassby.I

wasn'tallowedtositonthemattresswithMam'Nelly

becausetheyarestillsearchingforMandla'sbody.

Youknow,stayinginmyroom24/7hasbroughtso

manyquestionsanddoubts.Lwandleisnotthe

sametoo,shekeepsoncrying.Iwasn'tatthescene

oftheshootout,shesawitallandyoucantellthat

sheisstillnotokay.Whatifheisreallydead?Imean

let'sfacefactshere,Iknowhe'safighterbutI

haven'theardanythingabouthimlately.Whatifheis

deadandisnevercomingbackagain?WillIhaveto



facethispregnancyallaloneanddawnonthepast

andwhathappenedbetweenmeandMandla?

TomorrowisSaturday,thefuneral.TodayMam'Nelly

isgoingtodresshimupforhiscoffinandsayher

lastgoodbyes.Lwandlesworerevengewhenshe

sawthesecuritytapesanddiscoveredDemyanhad

ahandinthedeathofhisfather,basicallythemain

purposeonthatdaywasformetokickthebucket.I

dodgedthebulletanditwastakenbyTata.Myheart

stillcrieswhenIthinkaboutthat,Iguessstayingat

Chris'housethatnightreallyhelpedme.Lwandleis

alsothinkingofgettingmesecurityandupgrading

thesecuritysystemathomeandnowthatI'llbe

movingtoJoburgsoonIguessI'llhavebig

bodyguardswalkingaroundwithmeatcampus.

Cometothinkofit,I'llbegoingtoschoolrightafterI

givebirth.I'msohappy,I'llbefollowingthecareerI

alwayswantedtodo.Mypassionandbasically

somethingthatliesinthefamilyI'mmarriedoffto,

CriminalLaw.Lol,IwonderifonedayIwillgetto

examineacrimescenemyownfamilycommitted.

ThedooropenedwhileIwasdeepinthoughtand



staringoffintothepoolbymybedroomwindow.

Noxy:"Heybabysister,canIcomein?"

Ijustnoddedandstaredoffintothepoolagain.

NoxyandmyentirefamilyarrivedattheXulu

householdassoonastheywerenotifiedaboutall

thathadhappened.

Noxy:"Ibroughtyousomethingtoeat"

Me:"I'mokay"

Noxy:"Youwillhavetoeat,gainsomemeatonyour

bones,lookatyou,you'rebecomingthin"

It'samazingwhattwodaysofnofoodcandoey,I

havebeenrefusingfoodsincethatdayCassandra

cameandinterruptedourbreakfast.AndyesI've

beenlosingsomeweightandcolouronmyface.

Me:"I'llbeokay"

Noxy:"DoyouthinkMandlawouldbehappyright

now?Watchingyoustarveyourselftodeath,more

especiallymakinghisseedstarve"

Igaveheralookofdespair.



Me:"Don'tdothat"

Noxy:"You'veforcedmeto,Mandlawouldn'tbe

happyrightnow.You'recarryinghischildandhe

lovedhischild"

Ilookedatherandthefoodsheboughtforme.She

sawmechangemymoodandgavemethefood.It

tooklongformetofinishthewholeplateandthat's

whenIrealizedI'vebeenaverybadmom.

*

*

*

Nurse:"Mam,he'sawake"

Cassandra:"What?!"

Nurse:"Yes,hiseyesarefullyopenedandhe'sin

goodcondition"Iscreaminjoyandhurrytogo

checkuponhim.Ican'tbelieveit!!!

Cassandra:"Muzi,Muzisthandwasam',areyou

awake?"

Muzi:"Yes,Iamawake.I'vemissedyoumylove"I



startcryinganddwellinhisarms,heholdsmeinhis

armsandcomfortsme.Herubsmybackand

hushesmetokeepquiet.Iamoverwhelmed,my

manhasfinallywokenupandIcouldn'tbemore

happy,theworldhasbeenlonelyandcruelwithout

myrideordiebesidesme.

Cassandra:"But,buthowWeren'tyousupposedto

getbloodfromtheXulu's"

Muzi:"Shhhthat'sallinthepast,begladI'mstill

here"

Cassandra:"Ohno,pleasedon'ttellmeyoudidn't..."

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

*

Muzi:"Ididn'tdowhat?"

Cassandra:"JeeshMuzi,pleasedon'ttellmeyou



killedyourownfather"

Muzi:"What?!"

Cassandra:"Behonestwithme,didyoudoit?"

Muzi:"Myfatherisdead?"Iseealookofshock

acrosshisface.Amajorbombshellhasbeen

droppedonhim

Cassandra:"HewasshotdeadthisTuesdayandhis

funeralistomorrow"Ithenrealisethenthathe

wasn'tlying,hedefinitelydidn'tkillhisfather.

Muzi:"Ineedtogo,getmecleanclothesASAP."he

thenclimbsoffhisbedandhewincesinpain.

Cassandra:"Wheredoyouthinkyou'regoing?You

needtostayhere"

Muzi:"Ineedtogotomyfather'sfuneralCassandra,

youdon'tunderstand.Ineedtobethere"

Cassandra:"Youknowtheminuteyoustepoutof

thisbuildingbadpeoplearegoingtocomeforyou.

They'llkillyou."

Muzi:"Idon'tcare,getmesecurity.Thebestofthe

best.Ineedtogothere"



Cassandra:"You'vebeengoneformorethanfour

years,whatdoyouthinkyourfamilywillsay?How

willyouexplaineverythingtothematonce,letyour

familymournwithoutyou.You'llgotohisgraveafter

theyhaveburiedhimokay"

Hethensitstothinkaboutitforafewminutes.

Muzi:"Youdohaveavalidreason,butIwouldreally

liketobethere.It'sbeenfourlongyearswithout

themandImissedthemdearly.Ididn'tthinkI'dwake

uptodeathalready"

Cassandra:"I'mreallysorryforyourloss,butperhaps

wecanusethistimetocatchupandthenwe'llsee

whatwewilldolater"

Muzi:"Okay,tellmeeverythingthatIhavemissed"

CassandraspendshertimeinformingMuzjabout

theXulu's.WhoNomzamois,howshelooks,she

alsosharesherplansthatshewantedtoseehappen

alsotellshimthatMandlahasbeenshotandkilled

byanoldnemesisofhis.

Muzi:"Demyancameback?!"heshoutsandthen

wincesinpainagain.



Cassandra:"Apparentlyhedid,hemurderedMandla

andyourfather"

Muzi:"There'sgoingtobehelltopayhere"

Cassandra:"Iunderstand,butpleasethinkaboutthat

later"

Muzi:"I'mnotpromisinganything,pleasegetme

somewater"

Cassandrastandsupandgoestopouraglassof

waterforMuzi.Hethennoticessomethingabouther

whensheturnstogivehimaglassofwater.

Muzi:"Whydoesthisdaykeepgettingworse"

Cassandra:"Whatisitthistime?"

Muzi:"You'repregnant."hegivesheradeathstare

andshedropstheglassonthefloor.Thewater

spillsandtheglassisbroken.

Cassandra:"I..I..I.."

Muzi:"Whosechildisthat?"

Shekeepsherheaddownandcan'tfaceMuziinthe

eyes.



Muzi:"Don'tmakemedosomethingI'mgoingto

regret,answermydamnquestionCassandra"

Tearsstartbuildingupinhereyesandshe'sshaking.

Cassandra:"I'mreallysorryMuzibutthiswaspartof

myplan.."

Muzi:"Idon'tneedtohearallthat,justtellmewhose

childitis"shethenstartscryingandsayshisname.

Cassandra:"ThisisMandla'sbaby"

Muzi:"Whatthefuckdidyoujustsay?!"hesitsup

andisnowreallyfurious.Infactboiling.

Cassandra:"I.."

Muzi:"Shutthefuckupmahn!!Nxa,howdareyou

deviseaplanthatneedsyoutosleepwithmyown

brother.Mxm,I'mnotgoingtostaywithmybrothers

child.Youbetterabortthatthing."

Cassandra:"Ican't,I'm6monthspregnantMuzi!"

Muzi:"Givethebabyupforadoptionthen"

Cassandra:"No,Ican't!Ilovemybaby"

Muzi:"Mxm,it'seithermeorthatdumbasschild



you'recarrying.AdoptionorI'llkillitmyself."

Cassandra:"Youcan't.."

Muzi:"You'restartingtoirritateme,getout.Leave

mealoneCassandra"hethenlaysonhisbackand

closeshiseyesasawayofignoringher.Tearsfall

fromhereeyes,shegetsherbagandleaveshimin

peace.Sixmonthsisn'tajoke,thesepastfew

monthshavebeengoodtoher,she'sgrown

attachedtothebabyshe'scarrying.Shecan'tgiveit

upbecauseofMuzi.Shegetsinhercaranddrives

offthinkingaboutwhatMuzisaidtoher.

*

*

*

NomzamoPOV.

*

*

SATURDAY.

It'sthatday.Thefuneral,we'reburyingahusbandto



awife,afathertochildrenandagrandfathertothe

childI'mcarrying.I'mstillinbed,focusingonhow

thisdaywillbe.Mam'NellyisnotthesamewomanI

knew,willshereallybeabletoletofhim.Lwandle

hasnotbeenthesameaswell,willshealsobeable

tolethisspiritgo.OhhNkosiYam',giveusstrength.

Thehouseisbusywithwomenrushingupanddown

tryingtocookforpeoplethatwillbewithusthe

wholeday.Mydooropensandmygorgeousmom

standsatthedoorandshe'salreadyevenwearing

herapron.

Mom:"HauMakoti,wakeupandgetdressedhau,the

funeralneedstostartsassoonaspossible.Igetup

andstaggertothebathroombecauseI'mstill

drowsy.Igettothebathroom,takeoffmynight

dress.Ithenlookinthemirror.

IlaughabitwhenIseemyselfinmymirror,timehas

flownsofastandIdidn'tevengettorecognizehow

gorgeousIlookpregnant.Mybumpisstartingto

growandIlooktotallyadorable.Mandlawouldhave

lovedtoseemelikethis.Bittersweettearsgettomy

eyes.OhMandla,mysweetMandla.Iholdmybelly



withbothhands.

"Iloveyou"Isay,toMandlaandaswelltoourbaby.I

openthetapandletthebathtubfillupwithwaterso

Icantakeabath.Ithenaddsomebubblebathfoam

andtakeabath.Thirtyminuteslater,I'minatowel,

brushingmyteeththenlotioning.

I'mwearingablackskirt,blackhighheelboots,a

blacklongsleevetopandablackjersey.And

obviouslyablackdoektocovermyhead.Ithengeta

blackscarftocovermyshoulders.Iapplysome

lipstickandlookatmyselfonelasttimeinthemirror

beforeIstepouttheroom.

Black-acolourthatwillmostlybeworntoday.

Thisisit,adaywherewegettoburyanicon.Aday

wherewealsorememberMandla.Igetasmallbag

andputinarolloftissueinit,andsomeVaseline.I

stepoutmyroomandwalkdownthehallwaytothe

livingroom.It'sbusyandsomearehavingteaand

biscuits.IgreeteveryoneandhugLwandleand

Mam'Nelly.Wesitandtalkaboutthefuneraland



howeverythingwillgoabout.Lwandledoesn'teven

touchherfood.Aftereatingwethensitandwaitfor

thefunerallimostocomegetussowecanplace

utatatohisfinalrestingplace.

*

*

*

We'rebackhomenow,greetingandthanking

everyoneforcomingtosupportus.Igetintroduced

aroundalotandsomearehappytoseeme,some

reallyaren'tandtheydon'tevenhideitawayfrom

me.Idon'teatagainthatmorning.Assoonaswe

comebackfromthefuneralIgotomyroomand

sleep.

AfterfivehoursI'mwokenupbythesoundofplates

andcutleryinmyroom.

Noxy:"Wakeup,youneedtoeat.RememberwhatI

saidtoyou"

Me:"Urghokay,butI'mnotthathungry"

Noxy:"Justeatbecauseafterhere,momanddad



andMam'Nellywanttotalkabouttheissueofyou

goingtofurtheryoureducation.".

Iimmediatelygetupandstarteating,Noxychuckles

abit.

Noxy:"Goodgirl"

AfterIwasdoneeating,Ithengotothelivingroom

andtheyareallsittingtherewaitingforme.Igreet

onceagainandtakeaseat.

Dad:"It'sbeenlongwithoutseeingyoumydaughter

andyoukeepgettingmorebeautiful"

Me:"Ngiyabongababa"

Mom:"Wearefullyawareofthetragicthingthat

happenedtoMandlaandtheXulu'saretryingbyall

meanstotracehimattheriverwherehewasshot.

Butatthemoment,lifeneedstomoveon,weare

alsoawarethatyou'repregnantandyoucan'tgoto

schoolwhilepregnant"

Mam'Nelly:"Sowe'vecomewithadecisionthatfor

nowyou'llcompleteyourpregnancyhereinKZNand

theafteryougivebirthyoucangoenrollat



universitiesoracollegeyoulike."

Me:"Thankyousomuch,Iappreciateallofthisand

willmakeyouguysproudwhenIstudyfurther"

Dad:"Wetrustyoubabygirl,youcangorestfurther

then"Ithenstoodupandleft.

Tobecontinued....
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*

*

*

Fivemonthslater.

*

*

Iwakeupfromsomepaininmyback.Thisishow

it'sbeenforthepastfivemonthsofmypregnancy,I

evenstartedgettingusedtoit.Sodideveryone

aroundthehouse,itgottothepointwheremeand



Lwandlesharearoomandshealwaysneedsto

makesureI'mallgood.I'masbigasahorseandto

behonestsomedaysIfeelterrible,somedaysIfeel

socuteandadorable.Anytimesoon,Iwillbe

expectingmygorgeousson.I'vebeenreadingbooks,

startedattendingchildrenclassesandstarteddoing

yogasothatIcanbeflexibleforbirth.Ohand

Mandla's,sidechick,Cassandramovedinwhenshe

wasninemonthspregnantandhadtostayunderthe

Xuluscare,shehadtoremainhereandwaitforme

tobeninemonthspregnant,thenitwasonlythen

thatitwouldbedeterminedwho'stheXuluheir.I

hadnothingtofearnehbutIwasreallyafraidabout

thatwholesituationwithChris,phelaanythingis

possible.Butfornow,I'vebeenenjoyingthe

pregnancyandtheexperienceswithmychild,most

daysliketodayhekicksanditaffectsmybackvery

badly.InthecaseofMandlahestillhasn'tbeen

foundandhonestlyI'vestartedlosinghopeevery

singleday.It'sreallyexhaustingthatIhavetothink

aboutwherehereallyis.

Me:"Lwandle,Lwandle"Ishakeher.



Lwandle:"Mmmhh"

Me:"Ineedthepillsplease,he'skickingagain"

Lwandle:"Okaywaithere"shegotoutthecovers,

wenttothebathroomandfetchedsomepillsforme

asrequested,shethengotmeaglassofwater.I

tookthepillsandthenshesmiledatme.

Me:"What'sup?"

Lwandle:"Ijustcan'twaittomeetthelittleoneey"

Me:"Metooey."

WethenwentbackintothecoversandthenIclosed

myeyesandwantedtosleep.ButthenIfeltasharp

painthroughoutmywholebodyandthenIhearda

screamcomingfromanotherroom.Whatthehell?

WasthatCassandra?Thenithappenedtomeas

well,Ifoundmyselfscreamingfromthesharppain.

Lwandle:"What'sgoingon?What'swrong?"

JustwhenIwasabouttospeakMam'Nellyopens

mydoorwideopenandshehasapanicked

expressiononherface.

Mam'Nelly:"Ithinkit'sthattimenow"



Me:"Ohno"

Don'tgetmewrong,IwasthrilledbutIwastoo

scarednow.Scaredofthewholeprocedureandthe

laborpains.Ohhmyohmyohmy.Ialreadyhadmy

deliverybagpackedupandIhadeverythingsorted

formeandthebaby.

Igotoffthebedandliquidranbetweenmythighs,

downmylegs.Ilookeddownandyep,mywater

broke.Yep,Iwasabouttogivebirthnownow.

Lwandle:"Getthedriverandtellhimtowaitinthe

frontdoorforus.Weneedtogetthematthe

hospitalquickly"

ThewholetimeIwastryingtorememberand

actuallypracticewhatIwastaughtattheclasses.It

waspainfulandaforeignfeelingbutIhadtoatleast

trytoremaincalm,keepmybreathingcontrolledand

trytothinkofthegoodmemoriesI'llmakewithmy

baby.Lwandleheldmybagandthenhelpedmeget

tothefrontdoor.ThecarwasalreadythereandI

couldhereCassandrascreamfromherlaborpains

already.UrghwasIseriouslygoingtoridewiththat



noisything.Lwandlehelpedmeinthecar,Istarted

takingdeepbreathsandcountingtillwegetto

hospital.Cassandraevenhadoneofthehouse

maidshelpinghertokeepcalmandshewasbusy

screaminghere.ItgotsoloudthatIcouldn'teven

takeitinanymore.

Me:"Urgh,willyoustopcausingdestructiontoour

eardrumshere.Someofusneedourpeace."

Cassandra:"WhatpeacebecauseI'mallupherein

pain"

Me:"ThisiswhywhenIinvitedyoutocomewithme

forclassesyoushouldhavecomealong.Nowlook

atyourlife"

Cassandra:"Mxm,you'reofnouseatall"

Me:"Justtrytorelax,breatheindeeplyandallow

yourselftothinkaboutyourbaby."

Ithenwaittoseehertryoutwhatisworkingforme

andfiveminuteslatershe'sallbetterandtakingthe

laborpainswell.

*



*

Flashbacktothatfatefulday.

*

*

Fisherman:"Woah,whatwasthat?"

Wife:"Ithinkthatwasagunshot"

Fisherman:"Let'sgocheckitout"

Wife:"What?Youwantustodie?"

Fisherman:"Okayyou'llwaitintheboat,I'llgocheck

itout"

Wife:"Look"shepointstothedirectionofwherethe

wholesceneistakingplace.Banganothergunshot.

Theyseeamancarrysomeoneoverhisshoulders

andthrowhiminthewater.

Wife:"OhmyGod,honeyweneedtohelpthatman"

Fisherman:"Waitwe'llgoinasec,let'swaitforthe

otherguytogo"

Theywaitawhileandwaitforthescenetobe



clearedup.Theythenimmediatelyrowtheirboatto

wheretheysaweverythingtakeplace.

Fisherman:"Getmeanetandmysuit"

Shescurriesovertotheirbagandpullsoutthe

suppliestosavethismanthathasbeenshot.

Splash,I'minthewater.Ihavenostrengthhaveno

powertofightit.Idon'tevendeservetobealive.I've

beenhurtingpeopleallaroundme,I'msurethey

wouldn'tevenmissmeatall.Whowouldmissa

murderer,amanfullofevil.Thewaterisvigorously

gettingintomymouthandnostrils.Ihaveno

strength.Letmejustdie.Istartlosingfightand

breath.Thisisit.Mytimeishere.Goodbyefamily.

GoodbyeNomzamo,myNomzamo.

_

I'minarobe,myheadiscastdown.Therearedrums

playingaroundandIjustcan'tfigureoutwhyamI

stillinexistence,Iwassupposedtobedead.

Iliftmyheadupandthenaroundmearepeople

dressedtraditionally,someold,someyoung.What?

Whoarethesepeople?



Tobecontinued...
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*

*

*

WegettotheparkinglotandLwandleisyellingfor

thenurses'assistance.Theyquicklyruntouswith

wheelchairstoputusin.Whuuumarahowdoyou

putawomanclosetobirthonawheelchair.Isit

downandtheyrushusinthehospital.Somedoctors

hearthechaos,immediatelygotochangeand

allocateroomsforus.Thenurseallocatesmea

roomandLwandleimmediatelyhelpsmetakemy

clothesoffandchangeintothehospitalgown,just

asthenurseisabouttoputthoseUVneedlesinmy

veins,Igetscaredbyseeingwhowalksthroughthe

door.

Chris:"Hey,howareyouholdingup?"

MytongueistiedupandIcan'tevensayawordto



him.Lwandlenoticesthetensionanditsasifshe

goesbacktorememberthedayIcamebackhome

intheearlyhoursofthemorningfrombeingwith

Christhewholenight.

Lwandle:"She'snotokayasyoucanseeidiot,are

yougoingtodeliverthisbabyornot?

Chris:"UhmExcusememamI'mnotanidiot"

Lwandle:"Mxm,justdeliverthisbaby.Nxa,whyare

youstillevenadoctor.Yousleptwithapatientfor

goodnesssake"

Me:"Lwandle!"

Chris:"WhatIdooutofworkinghoursisnoneofmy

employersbusiness"

Lwandle:"Ohreally,howaboutthemanygirlsand

womenyou'vebeenscrewingupinyourofficefor

thepastfouryears"

Me:"Wait,what?"

Chris:"Wheredoyougetthatfrom?"

Lwandle:"I'mnottellingbutallIknowisthatyou're

onebigpervert"



ChristhenlauncheshimselfonLwandleandis

squeezingtheairoutofLwandleslungs.Shethen

surprisesmeandpullsoutagunanpointsitathim.

Hethenreleaseshishandsandputsthemupinthe

air.

Lwandle:"Ohhplease,pleasedotrymeyousonofa

bitch.Iwillblowyourbrainsoutandpaintthisroom

withyourblood.Doyouunderstandme?"

Helooksatthegunandthenbacksoff.Thenurseis

stilllookingshockedandhasherhandoverher

mouthinshock.

It'snotlongbeforethedoorswingsopenandthe

securitycomesinwiththeirguns.

"Mam,pleaseputyourgundownandwewillescort

yououtofthebuilding"

Shelooksatthem,laughsandthenputsthegun

down.

Lwandle:"I'mreallysorryIwon'tbehereto

experienceawonderfulmoment,Ilettheemotions

getthebetterofme.I'llbebackassoonasIsort

thisout."



ShethenstepsoutandIfeelsharppaininmyvagina.

Whoops,herecomesthebaby.

Chris:"Let'sgetthisdonequickly,nowIneedyouto

becalmandillcommandyoutopushokay."

InodasIrealisethepainstartsincreasing.The

nurseoffersherhandanddeepdownIreallywishit

wasMandla'shandthatIwillhavetosqueeze.

Chris:"Okay,getready,Iseetheheadalready"

Ifeelsomethingbigandgreatcomingoutofme.

Chris:"Okay.Push"Igrabthenurseshandandgivea

bigpush.

BothCassandraandNomzamoareinthesame

situation.They'rebothgivingbirthatthesametime.

They'rebothgivingbirthtobabyboys.Hereliesthe

question.WhoistheXuluheir,theonetocarrythe

bloodline?Onebabywillcry,theotherwillbesilent.

Theancestorswillclaimonethatisnotworthyof

beinganheir,hewilldestroy.Theotheronewill

cry,willcryshoutinghisreleaseandvictory.



*

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

Iliftmyheadupandthey'realllookingatmeandnot

sayingaword.Icanseetwodenominationsbecause

ofthewaytheyaredressed.

"'mzukuluwethu"

Me:"Yebo"

"Sekuyisikhathisokuthiufikefuthiubeyingxenye

yethu"

Me:"Angiqondi"

"Manjeusuyingxenyeyabafi.Awusaphili.Woza."

Me:"Cha,cha.Angikwazi"

"Kunganikungenjalo"

Me:"Ngashiyaumkaminendodanayamingemuva.



Ngidingaukubanakekela.Ngiyacela."

"Kunganiungacabangingalokhongaphambi

kokulethainyokaphakathikwethu."

Ithenkeepsilent.They'reright"

"Mzukulu,wozaekhaya.Sizokuvikelaunkosikazi

wakhonenganeyakho."

Me:"Ngiyaziukuthingenzeiphutha,kodwa

ngizimiseleukuguquka.Veleunginikeithubalesibili

ungenzeumthande.NgiyamthandauNomzamo."

Theonefromtheotherdenominationspoke.

"Ngalesisikhathinjelonawesifazaneokhuluma

ngayeuhlushwayilowomfaziowalethwa

emshadweniwakho."

Theythenbringforthacalabashthathaswatershe

fetchesaredsubstance,andslashesinafewdrops

intothebowl.

"Sondela"

Icomecloserandthenshewavesherhandoverthe

bowl.ThenIseeher.MybeautifulNomzamo.

Althoughshe'snohappy,she'sintears.Literallyin



tearsandshe'snothappyatall.Whathappened?I

needtobethereforhere!

Me:"Ngiyacela.Ngiyekuye,ngihambe

ngiyomduduza."

Theyalllookateachotheranditseemslikethey're

eyesareincommunicationbutlipsnotmoving.

"Ozokwenzakuqalafunaindlalifayethu.Simdinga

abuye."

Me:"Ngizokwenzalokho"

"Nakekelaindlalifayethu.Nakekelaikhayalakho."

Inodandthenfadeout.

*

*

*

Backtothepresent.

Cassandra'sPOV.

Iwakeupfromanexhaustingbirthexperience

becauseafterIgavebirthIimmediatelyblackedout.



TheonlythingIwantnowismychild.Thenurses

aroundmearefixingtheroomandIaskthemto

pleaseshowmemybaby.

Nurse:"Mam,wewillcallthedoctorforyousohe

canexplainwhathappened."

Uhmokay.

Aftertenminutes,adifferentdoctorwalksinwith

thatboardandpaper.

Dr:"GoodmorningCassandra,mynameis

Christopherandyourdoctorfortunatelygotintoa

caraccidentbutI'mheresolongisthatokay?"

WellImustsayhe'sacatchey.

Me:"Forsure,noproblem.Ijustwantmybaby"

Dr:"Uhmaboutthat.MayItakeaseat?"

Usuallythatjustmeansbadnews.

Me:"Yeahsure.Whathappened?"

Dr:"Thewholestaffisstunnedatwhattravesty

occurredtous.Youdeliveredafulltermbaby,he

washealthyatfirst..."Icuthimoffandspeak.



Me:"I'msorryyouspeakofpasttense?"tearsstart

buildingupinmyeyes.

Dr:"Unfortunately,yoursonpassedawaytwohours

ago.We'restilltakingbloodtestssowecanfindout

whatreallyhappenedtohim."

Me:"No,no,no,no.Howcanyouletthathappen.

Thatwasmybaby.Mypreciousbeingandyoulet

himdie?"

Tearsstartflowingdownmyface.IknowI'mnota

goodpersonbutatleastIdeserveagoodchanceat

havingababy.IhadhopedthataftergivingbirthI

wouldrunawayandleavethiscountrywithmybaby

andwewouldstartanewlife.WithouttheXulu'sor

anybodywhatsoever.

Whilethedoctorwascrying.Thedevilspokeinmy

ear.

Dr:"Areyouokay?"heasksconcerningthesudden

stopinmyweeping.

Me:"IneedafavourDoc"

Dr:"Uhm.."



Me:"Pleasedoshowmemychild"

Dr:"I'llgogetawheelchairforyou"

Hegoesoutandthenbackinfiveminutes.Hehelps

meonthewheelchairandintothebabiesarea.I'm

stillcryingfromthelossofmybaby.Wegetthere

andthenheshowsmethebaby.He'sinaglass

thingiewithmanytubesaroundhim.He'snot

movingandhe'sstill.Tearsstartflowingdownmy

face.WhyamIsurprisedthough?DeepdownIknew

thiswouldhappen.ButI'mnotgoingdownwithouta

fight.Iwheelmywheelchairovertowhereallthe

babiesare.Isearchwithmyeyesandthenthere.I

seethesurname'Xulu'andIpointtherewithmy

finger.

Me:"Him.Iwanthim."

Dr:"What?!"

Me:"Iwanthim.!"

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.



*

*

Mybodyisfeelingheavyandsoismyspirit.I'mjust

tired.Iopenmyeyestothesightofballoonsand

flowersaroundmyward.Ithenturntotheotherside

andIseeLwandle,Noxyandmymomsmilingdown

atme.

Lwandle:"Letmehelpyouup"shefixesmypillow

forextracomfortandIsettlein.Shethenhandsme

aglassofwaterlikesheknewIwasthirsty.

Mom:"Aww,mychild.UsebenzileYazi"

Noxy:"Yeahey,you'reamomnow"

Ismileatthought,ohIcan'twaittoseemypumpkin.

ThedooropensandChrisstandsbythedoor.

Me:"Comein"

Hisheadiscastdownlowandyoucanseehurtin

hiseyes.Butdeepinhisheartyoucansense

somethingmore.

Chris:"Uhm,goodmorningeveryone"



Lwandleclickshertongueandmymomlooksather

wonderingwhat'supwithhernow.

Chris:"Uhm,Icametodeliversomenews"

Me:"Okay,where'smybaby"

Chris:"Thisisabouthim"

Ithensitupproperlyandeveryonecomesabit

closer.Hetakesadeepbreathinandthenspeaks.

Chris:"Nomzamo,yourbabypassedawayfourhours

ago.I'msorry"

Me:"You'rejoking"

Chris:"IwishIwas,I'llcallthenursesintohelpyouin

thewheelchairsoyoucanseehim."

Noxy:"Howthough.Whatkilledhim"

Chris:"Wewererunningbloodtestsandthehospital

willgetbacktothefamilywiththeresults.I'msorry"

ThiswholetimeIwasquietandjustdidn'twantto

sayaword.

Mybaby.



Dead?

Impossible.Mychildwastheonewhowas

supposedtobealiveandnotdead.Tearsstart

flowingdownmyfaceandNoxytriestocomeclose

tohugmebutIpushheraside.Lwandletriestodo

thesamebutIshrugherofftoo.

Mom:"Youcanpusheveryoneaway,I'mhereforyou

aswell"

Sheopensherarms,readytohugme.Shedidn't

evengettooclosebutIpulledhertomeandjust

meltedintoherarms.Icried.Icriedmoreandmore

untilIhadnostrength.InherarmsIfoundstrength

andcourage.Mymomwaseverythingtome.The

nursewalksinwiththewheelchair.

Tobecontinued...
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Iclimbofthebedwithaheavyheart.Isthismy

punishmentforbeingunfaithfultomyhusband.Why

me?WhydidIhavetolosethebaby?Doesthat

meanI'mnotworthyofthechild?Somany

questionsfloodmyheadandslowlybutsurelyIstart

feelingallthesademotions.Lwandlehelpsmeinto

thewheelchairandpushesmeslowlytotheroom

wheremybabyis.WegetthereandIstartcryingat

thesightofhim.He'sverysmallandthenursesare

removingallthetubesaroundhim.Iwanttohold

him.He'sdeadandlifelessbutIwanttoholdhimin

myarms.

Me:"Stop"

Theylookatmewithconfusedexpressions.

Me:"Please,everyonegetout"myvoiceisshakyand

I'matthepointofcryingagain.Theylookatmeand

itseemslikeLwandlethreatensthemsomehowand

theyallscurryoffthroughthedoors,Lwandleplaces

herhandonyshoulder,patsitandwalksout.Istand

frommywheelchair,slowly.Iopentheglassdoor

andplacemyhandoverhischest.Noheartbeat.

He'scold.Iwraphimwiththecloththathe'slaying



on.Ipickhimupandplacehimonmyhands.He's

adorable,cuteandperfect.Isitdownonmy

wheelchair.Ithenstartsinging.It'sallIcando.

Thulathu-thulanana

Thulasana

Thul'umam'uzobuyaekuseni

Myvoicebreakswhilesingingthatsongandtears

fallfrommyfacedowntothebaby.Myheartis

shattered.Ithoughtthiswouldbesomethingthat

tiesmetoMandla,somethingthatremindsmeof

myhusbandbutnowIhavelostitallandCassandra

getsalltheglory.ThenursescomebackinwhileI'm

huggingthebabyandcryingmylungsout.

"I'msorrymam,weneedtotakethechildaway"

Theyforcefullyopenupmyarmsandtrytotakethe

baby,I'mreluctantandtrytograbonbutLwandle

comesandtellsmetoletgoofthebaby.Icry

heavilyasIplacehiminthehandsofthenurse.

Tearsdon'tstopflowingdownmyface.Eventhe

comfortingofLwandledoesnothingtome.I'mjust

lostandempty,theythenputhimonasmallbed,



coverhimwithasheetandpullhimout.Ican't.My

bodyhasaquickinstincttorunafterhim.Istandup

quicklyandignorethepaininmypowerbody.I

immediatelytrytorunafterthenursesbutmybody

isn'tpreparedenoughtorun.

Lwandle:"Nomzamo!"

They'rehalfwaythroughthehallwayandmyheart

breaksfurtherthatIcouldn'tgettohimonelasttime.

Ithencrumbletomykneesandbreakdown,

Lwandlecomesaftermeandalsostartscryingwith

meandhugsme.There'samiddleagedwomanina

wheelchairlookingatmewithpitifuleyes.

*

I'minmyward,lookingattheceiling.Withnothingto

say.Nothingtodo.Ijustwanttoremainmobile.The

ladyfromearlieroncomesinandturnsoutshe'smy

wardmate.ThenursehelpshersettleinandIfeel

hereyesonme.

"I'mreallysorryaboutearlier"

IignoreherandtearsflowdownmyeyesasI

rememberthismorning.



"I'mMarybytheway"

Iignoreherandcrysilently.

Mary:"God"shesaysasifIaskedhertogivemea

solutiontosomequestion.

Iliftmyheadupandthenlookatherwithtears

runningdownmyface.

Mary:"YouneedGodinyourlife"

Me:"Idohave"

Mary:"Youdon't,andIcanseeit".Ikeptquietand

ignoredheryetagain.

Mary:"Iwanttohelpyouovercomethis"

Me:"Try,butIdotellyou.I'mnotgame."

*

*

Meanwhileinanotherhospital.

*

MandlasPOV.

Thenursewalksinwithabigsmileonherface.It's



beenlikethisforthepastfivemonths.She'sbeen

tryingtoflirtwithmeandIalwayswishIhadmyring

withmesoshecouldseethatIwasmarriedand

taken.

Sheplacesmyfoodonthetableandwaitsformeto

eat.InsteadIalwaysdothesamethingwhenshe

waitsformetoeat,Ichaseheroutthenthrowthe

foodawayandwaitformynewfamilytobringme

food.SHEthinksI'mstupidIcansmellthelove

potionshealwaysputsinmyfoodanditgets

strongereverymonth.

Afteraboutanhourmydooropensandtheywalkin.

Myfamily.Mylovedones.TheyhelpedmethatdayI

wasshotbyDemyanandthrownintothewater.I've

neverbeensoweakandpowerfulthanthattime.

AndplusIhavenevermetsuchamazingwhite

peopleinmylife.Theywerefullofloveandgrace.

Bob:"Morningson,Ihavegreatnewsforyou"

TheycalledmesonbutIreallydidn'thaveaproblem

withitbecauseI'vebeenundertheirparentalcarfor

thepastfivemonthsandapparentlytheyalsohada



sonwhowenttoJohannesburgtodowhatheloves

best.Drugs.ButIvowedtomyselfthatassoonasI

wasallgoodandbetter,Iwouldgopursuemission

thenbringbacktheirson.Mymissionwastogoand

lookforCassandrawhohasmychild.Itwon'tbe

thatdifficultbecauseshe'seasytotraceandplusI

knowshehasthehotsforme.I'mstillundecided

whetherIshouldkillherornotwhenIfindher

though.Guesstimewilltell.It'sbeendifficulthaving

tostayonthedownlow.Aroundthistownmyname

isJamesIcan'triskbeingfoundbythewrong

peopleandriskingthelivesofmywhitefamily.

Me:"Ohyeah,tellme"

Bob:"You'rebeingreleasedtoday!"

Marg:"Yayyyyy!!"shethrowsherhandsintheair.Oh

my,sheisaveryfreespiritedwomanandI'vegrown

toloverher.Icanseehowhappysheisnomatter

whatandshe'staughtmehowtobelovingaswell.

I'vetoldthemallaboutmystoryandwhatkindofa

personIamandtheydidn'tjudgemenorcriticise

meformylifestyle.



Me:"Wow,thosearewonderfulnews"

Bob:"Soinsteadofuseatingbreakfasthereasper

usual.Iwasthinkingwegoandeatatarestaurant."

Me:"Wonderful,let'sgetsomefreshair"

Marg:"Weboughtyousomeclothes.We'llwaitfor

youinreception.Wejustneedtosignsomepapers.

Yougotakeabathanddressupokay"

Me:"Yeahsure.Thanksyouguys"

Theyleftthewardallhappyanddancing.Ithengot

outofthebedandthenwenttothesmallbathroom

inmyward.Iopenedthetapandletthewaterrun.I

tookoffmyt-shirtthatIwaswearing.Whuu,sitting

inbedforfivemonthsdidnogooddeed.Ineedto

getbacktoliftingweightsandrunning.Iamsounfit.

WhileIwaslookingatmyselfinthemirrorthatnurse

walkedinhermouthdroppedwhenshesawhowmy

bodywas.Isawherplaceherphoneinherpocket

andthenitcametomethatIneededtocallsome

people.Thisismymoment.

Me:"Heybeautiful"herfacelitupandshegiggleda

bit.ShewasshortnowthatIwasonmyfeet.



Iwalkedclosertoherandthrewmycharm.

Her:"Uhm,uhm"

Me:"Shhh"Iheldherbythewaistandshecouldn't

lookatmeinmyeyesandIjustthoughtshelooked

absolutelyridiculous.TheonlypersonwhomIwish

myhandswereonisNomzamo.WhuuIjustcan't

waittoseeheragain.

Me:"Meetmeafteryourshiftatthecoffeeshop"Ilift

herheadupsothatshe'sgazingatmeandIrunmy

fingerfromherneckandintoherpocketuntilIreach

forherphoneandputitinmypocket.Ikisshercheek

andthenopenthedoorforhertoleave.She'sstill

silentandinawe.Iclosethedooronherandrollmy

eyes.

I'mnowfreshandcleanandreadytogo.I'mwearing

ablackskinnyjeansthatemphasizemyrippedlegs

andaplainblacktopandblackairforces.Iswear

mywhitepeopleknowhowtodressmeup.Ialso

foundagoldchaininthebag.Ithenpackallthe

clothesinthebagandheadoutthedoor.Itfeels



goodstandingandwalkingonmyowntwofeet.

Therewereafewfemalenurseswalkingaroundand

eachandeverygirlislookingatmelikeI'msome

typeofmeat.Iignorethemandwalktoreception.

Marg:"Woahlookatyoudazzlingalltheladieshere"

Me:"IadmitIamacatchbutIdoneedahaircut"

Theylaughandthenagreetotakemetoabarber

shop.Wethenfinalizemyreleaseandthenwewalk

totheparkinglot.Thedoorsopenautomaticallyand

Istepout.Istandforawhile,takeadeepbreathin.

Mmmhh,I'mback.

Tobecontinued...
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Mandla'sPOV.

WegettotheparkinglotandgetintotheirFord



Ranger.Lol,Ididn'texpectless,theyarewhite

peopleafterall.Thewholewaytothebarbershop

wewerejusthavingsmalltalk.Theydrivemethere

andthentheygivememoneyanddecidetowaitfor

meinthecar.IgettothebarberShopandaftera

whileIgetserviced.30minuteslaterI'mlooking

freshandwonderful.MyhairiscutinafadeandI

havewavesonmyhead.Whuu,Ineedtocomehere

often.Theyevencutandshavedmybeard.Iwasn'ta

fanofbeardsbutthewaytheycutitand

emphasizedthetrimsmademehappy.Ithenwalked

backtothecar.

Anhourlaterwearriveatashoppingcomplex,and

wegetoutthecarandwalktoanicerestaurant.We

settleinandthewaitresscomestotakeourorder.

Marg:"So.."Icantellshe'snowdownandsad.

Me:"What?"

Marg:"What'sgoingtohappennow?"

Me:"Doyouwantmetobehonestorlietoyou?"

Bob:"Honestyisthebestpolicy"



Me:"I'mgoingbacktolookformybabyandtheone

whotookhim"

Marg:"It'snotsafe."

Me:"Iknow,whichiswhyIneedtogetpeopletohelp

melocatesomeofmyoldmembers"

Marg:"Gangmembers?"

Me:"YoumakeitsoundlikeI'mabadperson"

Marg:"I'msorry,butyouknowIdocareforyouandI

justdon'twantyoutogethurt"

Me:"Iwon't.AssoonasIgetaholdofsomepeople

andgetthismissiondonethenI'mleavingthislife

behindandfocusingonmylifeandfamily.Iswear"

Marg:"Ifyousayso"

Me:"Yeah,Iwillcomevisityouguysthough.Iwon't

forgetthegratitudeyouhavegiventomeforthe

pastfivemonths"

Bob:"Yeah,pleasedobringyourwifealong.She

seemslikenicelady"

Me:"Iwill"



Theydeliverourfoodandwestarteating.After

abouttwohourswegototheirhome.It'sgoingtobe

myfirsttimehereandMargisprettyexcitedtoshow

memyroomthatshemadesurewascomfortable

enoughfor"aguylikeme".

Theirhomeisafreespiritedhousewithsomecool

pastelcolours.Sheholdsmybag,andtakesmeto

myroom.

Marg:"Here'stheroom"shesayssmilingandopens

thedoor,IcansayIlovetheroomalreadyjustby

lookingatthecolours.It'saroomwithblackGrey

coloursandsomebrightred.

Me:"WoahMarg,Ireallylikethisroom.You've

outdoneyourself.Thankyousomuchma"Ihugher

andthenshestartscrying.

Me:"What'swrong?"

Marg:"Youcalledmemom!Youhavenoideahow

liberatingthatis"

Me:"Youaremymomthough,you'vetakenmein

andlovedmeandforthatIwillneverforgetyouand

Bob"



Marg:"Letmegiveyousometimetosettledown

whileIgogetthephoneIboughtforyou"

Me:"Ohgreat.Thankyousomuch"

ShethengoesoutandIplacemybagonmybedand

laydownonmyback.Whuu,itfeelssogoodtobe

aliveandkicking.

Marg:"Hereyougo"

Me:"Thankyou"Ismileatherandshewalksout.She

hadboughtmeaSamsungS8.It'snotwhatI'mused

tobutatleastit'ssomethingformetobeabletoget

mylifebacktogether.Ilightitanditalreadyhasa

simcard.Lolit'sfunnyhowIknowSthupasnumber

byhead.Imissthatpsycho.

IwaitforthephonetoloadandIthensignupwith

thatGooglentonnton.AftertenminutesI'mgoodto

go.I'mtemptedtocallNomzamobutIdon'twant

herstressed.IevenattemptcallingLwandlebutthat

oneshe'stooforward.Idialhisnumber.Itringsfora

whileandthenheanswers.

Sthupa:"Yini?"InearlysweartheguybutthenIcome

tomysensesthatheprobablydoesn'tknowmynew



number.

Me:"Sthupa"

Sthupa:"Yeh!Bossman?"

Me"Weneedtotalk.Privately"

Sthupa:"Sureboss,where"

Me:"MeetmeatFords.8pmsharp"Ithenendthe

call.

Tobecontinued...

P/S.There'sbeenadelaywithinsert30

guys pleasedoforgiveme.
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IwaitforuntilBobandMargaresleeping.Ididn't

eventellthemI'llbegoingouttonight,justthatI



don'thaveanyplansandamthinkingofsleepingin

early.Ataround7:30pmIchangedmyoutfitandgot

intosomerunningshoes,blackjeansandapolo

neck.It'sveryunusualwhattimeoldpeoplesleepat

ey.Iwalkpasttheirroomandopenthedoortoseeif

they'rereallysleeping.Bobisevensnoring.Iclose

thedoorandwalktothekitchendoorsilently.Here

goesnothing,whatI'mdoingisverydangerous,

goingouttounsafeterritorywithoutagunor

somethingtoprotectmyself.IhadanUberwaiting

formeoutside.Iopenedthedoorandslidin.The

placewas45minutesawayandinthemeantimeI

hadtimetomyself.Ididn'tevenknowwhattothink

about,deepdownIwantedtothinkabouttheplan

andthewholestrategyinordertogetmychildback

butNomzamowasonmymind.Iwon'tforgetthe

visiontheyshowedtome.HowIwishIcouldbe

aroundherrightnow,sheneedssomeonethatreally

loveshertobethereforher.Fornow,she'llhaveto

bestrong.Itakemyphonefrommypocketandgo

throughmyphone.Ithasnothingbutthenumbersof

Marg,BobandSthupa.Ithendecidetoopenafake

FacebookAccountandsearchforLwandle.Mypoor



sisterisprobablyinherhellholetryingto

comprehendthedayshesawmeloseafight.Iscroll

throughherpicturesandsomethingcatchesmy

eye.Apictureofherandmybeautifulwifeataspa.

Inthepicture,Nomzamowaspregnantandshe

lookedsogorgeousandfull.Thesecondpictureis

ofNomzamoinabikinieventhoughshewas

pregnant.Shelookedsocuteandadorable.Hebikini

wasblackandherbellylaidoverthebikini,her

breastswerelargeshowingtheyhadmilk.Her

curveshadgottenlargeandaswellasherthighs.

Whywasn'tIaroundtogetatasteofthatthough.I

thenfeelmyselfgettinghard.Istartfeelingguilty

beingdrivenaroundandgettingahardon.Iclearmy

throatandclearthosethoughtsfrommyind.Iscroll

downthepicturesagain.Myfingerstopsscrolling.

I'mfrozen.Idon'tknowhowtoreact.

'RestInPerfectPeaceBaba'itsays,thepictureisof

heranddadtogether.

Mydad?

Myownfather?



Dead?

Whatthehell?Suddenlyfeelingsofrageand

sadnesscoarsethroughmeandIfeellikesmashing

something,insteadIexitFacebook,lockmyphone

andstarttakinglongdeepbreaths.Myconscious

tellsmethathissuddendeathwasintentional.My

fatherwashealthyasahorse,mymindshiftsfrom

thebabytomydad.Sthupamustgoconducta

serioussearchastowhathappenedtomyfather.

He'sprobablyburiednow,butIneedrevengeforhim.

IknowIsaidaftertheCassandrajobI'mdonebut

aftermyfather'srevengethenI'llbedonewiththe

gangsterlifestyle.WearriveatFordsandIthankthe

drivertobringingme,phelatheboydoesn'thavea

car.Lol.IneedmoneysoIcandrivemyselfaround

withmyowncar.Lol,comingtothinkofit,whenI

returnbackhomeIneedtoinvesttimeintoteaching

Zamohowtodrive.

Fordsisablockintownthat'sreallydesertedand

hasplacesthatneedtobebought.Sthupahadsent

meanotification10minutesagorevealingwhich



buildinghe'scurrentlyat.Theplaceislooking

shabbyandverylonelyandcold.IwalkarounduntilI

findthebuilding.Iruninsideandtakethestairs.Iget

thereandthereheis,takinghiscigarette.He'sback

isfacingmeandhe'slookingovertheviewofthe

city.

Mandla:"Sho"

Hedropsthecigaretteinhisfingers,releasesthe

lastpuffandturnsaroundreluctantly.

Sthupa:"Mandla!Fromthedead"

Mandla:"I'mnotheretofocusonthat,yesI'malive.

Didyoufindanewbossorwhat?"

Sthupa:"Hainorrgrootman,youknowyou'retheonly

one"

Mandla:"Good.Callthegentstomorrowandtell

themwemeetagainhereearlyinthemorning.Come

withequipmentandthecomputers.Iwanttotrack

someone"

Sthupa:"Ifit'sNomzamoyoudoknowshe'snow

backhomeright?"



Mandla:"Don'tbestupid.IfIwantmywife,Iknow

wheretofindher.Willyouhelpmeornot?"

Sthupa:"Yesboss"Inodandturnaroundtogetout

ofthisplace.

Mandla:"Ohbytheway,getmeinformationasto

whokilledmyfather.Ineedittomorrow"

Sthupa:"Shoboss"

Tobecontinued...

[2/4,15:08]Lynne:Insert31.

*

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

It'sbeenaverylongweekhereinthehospitaltrying

torecover.Today,Iamgoingbackhomeandthen

goingtostartmyprocessofmovingto

JohannesburgwithLwandle.There'ssomething

aboutme,Itendtohealquicklyandmoveon.I've



lostthreepeoplewithinaperiodofoneyear.Firstly,I

lostmyhusbandinabrutalshootout,thenIlostmy

fatherinlawandwestilldon'tknowwhokilledhim.

Andlastly,IlosttheonethingIthoughtwould

remindmeofMandla.I'vebeengettingvisitsdaily

fromtheXulufamilystillwonderinghowisitthatI

wastheonewholostthebabyandnotCassandra.

Onhernote,apparentlyshetookherbabyandleft

thesamedayshegavebirth.Sheprobablydidn't

wanttotiethebabydowntotheXulu's.Todayis

cleansingday,asangomaisgoingtocometo

cleansemyroomandmebeforeIleavethehospital

andaswellremovewhatapparentlyseemslikea

badspiritoverme.

Igetoutofbedandthengototakeashower.After

15minutes,Ichangedfromtheboringdressherein

hospitalintoabodyconskirtthatreachesundermy

knees.ThedressdoeshugmeproperlybutIneedto

visitthegymandlosesomeweight.Ithengetintoa

whitelongsleevetopandputonpumps.Myhairisa

messsoIcoveritwithadoek.WhileI'mpacking

membersfrommyfamilyandhisfamilycomeinto



thewardwithasangomawhoisreadytocleanse.I

honestlydon'tknowwhywhensangomasseeme

theyalwayshavetoreactbecauseassoonashe

walksinhestumblesabitandstartstoshiver.

Mam'Nelly:"Makhosi"

Thesangomacrumblestotheground,immediately

layshergrassmatonthefloorandtakesoutsome

bones.Thisisdifferent,usuallyI'musedtothe

sangomasthatjustgivevisionsoff.

Sangoma:"YeyyiiAbaphantsiabajabulanganeze"

Lwandle:"Makhosi"

Sangoma:"ungayithathelileNgane"

Wealllookateachotherwithconfusedfaces.

Sangoma:"Umamawenganeuzokuzaamqoqe

ngokwakhe"

Lwandle:"Makhosi?"it'smoreofaquestionthana

statement

Sangoma:"lenganeakuyonainganekaMakoti

wakho"



Someoldpeopleinthebackstartlookingateach

otherandIalsolookatLwandle.

Sangoma:"inyokaengenengokungathembeki

yathathaingane"

What?Cassandratookmybaby?Tearsstartflowing

downmyface.Howcouldshe?

Sangoma:"wabanosizooluvelakothileowake

wamethemba"

MymindstartsthinkingofallthepeoplethatIonce

trustedandhonestlynoonecomestomind.

Lwandle:"Doesshewanttokillthebaby?"

Sangoma:"cha,uyayithandainganenjengayo.

Ngelinyeilangaizofikaiqoqeinganeyakhefuthi

kungekudala"

Shethenstartscalmingdownandstandsuptodo

thecleansing.Aftershecleansedme,Mam'Nelly

tooktheoldpeoplebacktowheretheycamefrom

sayingtheyweregoingtoholdameetingaboutwhat

wewerejusttold.Lwandlehelpedmetofinishpack

andthentookmeoutforbreakfast.Whileweareon



ourwaytotherestaurant,afamiliarfacecomesour

way.

Tobecontinued...

Guystherearehighchancesthatmightstopthe

book.Ijustwantedy'alltoknow
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Myalarmringsandit's6:05am.Igetupfrommybed,

openmycurtainsandlookoverintotheniceview.

Thesunhasalreadyrisenandluminatessome

orangelightintomyroom.Istandovermybalcony

andstartthinking.Howdidlifegettothispoint?

Howdidmylifegettothispoint?IneverthoughtI



wouldbeinthispositiontoday.Butey,whatmore

canIsayitiswhatitis.Ithengotothebathroom

anddecideontakingaquickshower.Ilotionand

wearshirts,andapurpleNiket-shirt,whiterunning

shoes.Iputonmyfitbandandtherushtothe

kitchentogetabottleofwater.Idon'tknowthis

neighborhoodwell,soIwanttotakeajogaroundso

Icanreviewtheplace.

Istartoffwithsmallstretchestogetmylegsand

armstowork,thenIstartjoggingslightly.I'mtaking

mytimeandImakesuretolookaround.Thehomes

aremodern,alotofdogsbarkatthesoundofmy

feetthrustingintotheground.WhileI'mrunningI

hearabigthudonmychestandrealiseIknockeda

girldown.Wewereatacurveandshewasaboutto

curvewhileIdidn'tseeherandbumpedintoher.

She'sonthefloorwithherhandoverherhead.

Me:"Ohshit,I'msosorry"

Her:"Urgh,jeezwatchwhereyou'regoingnexttime"

Shefrownsandremovesherhandfromherhandas

iftocheckforblood.



Me:"You'rebleeding"

Her:"Wow,nowyou'vecostmeavisittothedoctors"

Me:"Iknowfirstaid,wheredoyoulive?"

Her:"Justhere"shepointstoahousethat'sliterary

twohousesawayfromwherewe'restanding.

Me:"Awesome,youdohaveafirstaidkitright?"

Her:"Ye..Wait,Idon'tevenknowyouandalreadyI'm

invitingyoutomyhouse"

Me:"Asamatteroffactyoudidn't.I'mjusttryingto

helpyououtandhelpyousavesomemoney"

Shelooksatmefromtoptobottomandcrossesher

arms.Shedoesn'tsayanything,insteadshepoints

herheadinthedirectionIshouldfollowher.Irollmy

eyesandfollowher.

Her:"Ouchthathurts"

Me:"ButIhavetocleanthewoundup,pleasestay

still"

Ipourmorealcoholonthecottonanddabher

foreheadwith,onceit'sclean.Irealisethatit'sa



smallcutandwillhealverysoon.Ithengrababig

patchplasterandplaceitonthewound.

Me:"Thisshoulddoit"

Her:"Thankyousomuch"

Me:"Yeahsure,Ishouldgetgoing"

Her:"Ididn'tgetyourname"

Me:"James"

Her:"I'mNtando"

Me:"Nicename"

Her:"Thankyou,youcanstayoverforcoffee"

ItwaswhenshesaidthatthatIrealisedwhata

beautysheis.Darkskin,shortdarkbrownhair,black

eyesandpurewhiteteeth.Shewasaverydark

gorgeousladyandseemedveryyoungyetambitious.

SomethingaboutherintriguedmethoughandIfelt

likeIneededtoknowhermorebutrightnowwasn't

thetime.

Me:"IwouldlovetobutIhaveameetingsomewhere

rightnow,raincheck"



Her:"Sure"

Ithenturnedonmyheelandsawmyselfout.

Iranbackhomeandtookanothershower,Ithen

changedandworeblackchinopants,awhiteshirt

andblackformalshoes.Iheadeddownstairsand

Margwasmakingbreakfast.

Me:"Morning"Ikissheronhercheek.

Marg:"Morning,wheredoyoucomefrom?"

Me:"OhIwasjustrunningaroundtheneighborhood

andtryingtogetaclearpictureofit"

Bob:"Wonderfulisn'tit"hesaysappearingfromthe

bedroomintothekitchen.HewalkstoMargand

plantsakissonherlips.Theyholdeachotherfora

whileandstartsweettalkingnexttome.Iclearmy

throatandshakemyhead.Igrabanapplefromthe

fridgeandthenannounceI'mleaving.

Me:"I'llbebackbeforesupper"

Marg:"Watchyourself"Ismileandthenwalkaway.

"Ey,Mandla"BobshoutsformeandIturnback.



Hescoutshispockets,pullsoutsomekeysand

throwsthemtome.

Bob:"Usethis"

Me:"Woah,thanksBob"

Bob:"Surethingson"

ThekeysaretohisoldgoldMercedesKompressor,

Bobisoneofthoseguyswhohaveaseparate

garageforallhisclassicalcars.Iopenthecarand

getinside,theseatsfeelsocomfortableandbrand

new,thecaritselfsmellsfresh.Istarttheengine,

reverseanddriveoff.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

Me:"Ohmygosh,thegreatNtandoNtuli"shelooks

atmeandthetakestimetoseethatit'sme.

Ntando:"NomzamoDlamini!"she'sshockedatwhat



shesees.Wehugeachotherandthensmileateach

other.Tobehonestthewayshelooksmakesme

envyher,she'sdressesinwhitejeans,redhighheels

andaredshirtthathasthefirstfewbuttonsopen.

ShehasaslingbagtothesideandiswearingaBob

weavewithherblackglassesoverherheadandhas

aStarbucksproductinherhandsandI'mouther

lookinglikeI'minapolygamousmarriage.

Me:"Wow,youlooksostunning"

Ntando:"Iknowdarling,wishIcansaythesamefor

you"shelaughsandIlaughtoo.Theaimisforitto

beajokebutIknowthatdeepdownshemeansit.

Me:"ThisisLwandle.LwandlethisisNtando"

Ntando:"Nicetomeetyou"

Lwandle:"Samehere"

Ntando:"Look,itwasgreatmeetingupwithyoubut

nowIhavetogoandmeetupwithaclientplease

givemeyournumbersowecanbookadayoutand

spendsometimetogether.It'sbeenlong"

Me:"Yeahsure!"



SheopensherbagandflashesarosegoldIphone

8.Shetakesdownmydigits,weexchangehugsand

thengoourseparateways.

Wow,Iactuallywalkawayfeelingdiscouragedand

jealous.I'm19forcryingoutloudandIstillhaven't

madethebestofmylife.Thisarrangedmarriage

sucks.WhyamIstillinthiswholemyhusbandis

dead?Shouldn'ttheyletmegoandenjoylifetoo.We

gettoMuggandBeanandtheyallocateusatable.

Wesettleinandthewaitressbringsamenu.While

wewerechoosingwhatwewantaguyfromthe

othertablestandsupandcomestotalktoLwandle

andasksforhernumber.Afterawhilehegoesaway.

Lwandle:"OMG,isn'thehot"

Me:"Mhhh"

Lwandle:"I'mthinkingofgoingoutonadatewithhim

thisSaturday"

Me:"Mhh"

Lwandle:"Hey!Snapoutofit.What'swrong?"

Me:"Nothing"



Lwandle:"Youdoknowyoucantalktome.I'mright

here"

Me:"I'mjealous"

Lwandle:"Ofwhat?"

Me:"I'mjealousofNtando,wegrewuptogether.I

wasthesmartonebetweenus.Wehadplannedout

futuretogtherandwantedtohaveourowncompany.

Lookathernow!She's20yearsoldandseemsto

haveitallwhileI'mhere,inastuckloveless

marriage"

Lwandle:"I.."

Thenthedevilstartedspeakinginmymind.

Tobecontinued...

PS//Icouldn'tpostyesterdaybecausetherainhad

takenmyinternetconnection.
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*

Me:"YaziniLwandleI'msickandtiredofthisbullshit!

I'vehadenough.Iwantout!"shethenlooksaround

toseethatpeoplearelookingatthetwogirls.

Lwandle:"Sitdownyou'recausingascene"

Me:"No,I'mthrough"

Ithenstandupandtakemybagwithme.Irushoff

outsideandthenstartrunning.Thereisasharppain

inmyabdomenbuttheadrenalineinmeignoresit.I

rununtilIgettothepartofthemallwhereIjustdon't

haveenoughpumptogetmegoing.Istopabitand

starttakingdeepbreaths.Tearsstartfallingdown

myfaceandeventhoughI'mamongstpeopleitjust

doesn'tseemtobotherme.Ifeelwarmhands

aroundmyshoulderliftingmyupperbodyup.Ilook

andit'sChris.Yep,thedoctor.

Chris:"Areyouokay?"

SomehowIfindmyseldclutchingmyarmsaround

hiswaistandcryingthehellout.Heputshisarms

aroundmeandhushesmetobequiet.Aftersome

timehebreaksoffthehug.



Chris:"Youwanttositdown?"

Me:"Yeahsure"

Chris:"Comethisway"

Heholdsmebythehandandleadsmetoa

restaurantthatissecludedandquiet.Wewalkinand

thenweareallocatedatable.Thewaitresscomesto

takeourordersandthenIorderstrongblackcoffee

withextrasugar.JustthewayIlikeit.Afterthe

waitressisgonehereachesformyhandandIpull

away.

Me:"Notnowplease"

Chris:"Icanrespectthat."

Ikeepquietandlooktheotherway.Iwon'tsaya

thing,Iwanthimtosaysomethingfirst.

Chris:"Wanttovent?"

Me:"I'mjustgoingthroughalotChris,I'mseriously

feelingheavilyburdened.Emotionally."

Chris:"TalktomeNomzamo,I'mhereforyou"

Itakedeepbreathsandthewaitresscomeswithour



drinks.IthenstarttellingChrisabouthowIfeeland

howmuchI'vebeengoingthrough,youcanseethat

alongthestorylinehewantstocryandsortoffeels

empathyforme.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

*

IarriveattheFordsagainandgettothesame

buildingwhereImetSthupatheotherday.Igetthere

andfindSthupawithsomeoftheoldguysIknow

andnewones.Ihonestlydon'tlikethefactthathe

broughtupnewpeoplewithoutconsultingme.

"Hau,grootman.Veleveleit'syou"

Me:"Intheflesh"

"Hai,thingswillfinallystartgettingbetteraround

here"



Me:"Good,whoArathesepeopleSthupa"

Sthupa:"Oh,bozzathisisBenjamin,he'sgoodwith

trackingandknowshowtoquicklylocatesomeone

withthesatellite."

Istretchoutmyhandandshakehishand.

Sthupa:"ThisoverhereisBostonandhe'sverygood

withthegun.Heknowshowtotargetwellandnever

misseshisshot"

IlookatSthupaandbacktoBostonwhoistall,

broadandlargeinsize.Helookslikeheknowshis

thingbutthatisstillnotyetguaranteeduntilIstill

gettotesthim.Ialsoreachoutmyhandtohimand

shakehishand.

Sthupa:"Gents,thisisgrootmanbraMindlos.The

bestinthisindustry.Itrustthatwewon'tbetrayeach

otherandweworkasateam"

Theynodtheyheadsinagreement.

Wow!!

ThisisthebeginningofMandla'sReignofTerror.

Me:"OkaySthupajustgiveBostonarundownofwhat



wedoandhowweoperate,Iwanttotalkto

Benjaminhere"

Sthupa:"Shoboss"

Me:"Benjamincomehereforasecond."

Iwalkovertothenewdeskthat'sinthatbuilding,it

hasalotofcomputersarounditandbuttonsthatI

don'tknowhowtheywork.

Me:"Ineedyoutotracksomeoneformeplease"

Benjamin:"Sure,doyouhaveaname?"

Me:"Yes,CassandraNtombiNqobo"

Benjamin:"Okay,waitasec"hetypessomethingin

someofthelaptopsandcomputers.Hetakesabout

twominutes.

Benjamin:"Uhm,thereisnotraceofaCassandra

NtombiNqobohere"

Me:"Shit,dumbbitchchangedhername"

Benjamin:"DoyouatleasthavetheIDnumberofthat

person?"

Me:"No"



Benjamin:"Okaynoproblem.Theirbankingdetails"

Me:"Yeahsure"Iwriteitdownforhimandhandit

overtohim.Wow,IrememberjusthowmuchIused

tolikeCassandra,shewasamistakeyeahbutshe

alwaysknewhowtomakemehappyandbringsome

excitementinmylife.

Benjamin:"Foundher,herlasttransactionwasin

Botswanaandit'sseemslikeshehaspaidfora

flighttoEngland"

Me:"Whenisthatfight?"

Benjamin:"Letmecheckforyou"

Hetypesonhislaptopagainthentellsme.

Benjamin:"Tomorrownight"

Me:"Whattime?"

Benjamin:"Flightleavesat8pmintheevening"

Me:"Urgh,thanksman"

Benjamin:"Sure"

Me:"Sthupa!!"



Sthupa:"Shoboss"hesaysrunningbackinsidethe

building.

Me:"GetussomeairplaneticketstoBotswana.Letit

bethenextflightokay?"

Sthupa:"Sureboss"hethentakesaphonefromhis

pocketandstartsmakingarrangements.Ineedto

gohometopackanightbag.

*

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

ChrisendedupbeingtheshoulderthatIneededto

cryonandventon.Hetalkedtomeandwasableto

calmmedown.Wewereeatingourfoodandwere

nowlaughingandsmilingtogether.Chrishasaway

ofbringingsomelifeinmyspirit.Whilewe'reeatingI

hearLwandlesay,"Thereheis"



WebothturnandI'mshockedatwhatIsee,there

are9policemenwiththeirgunspointedatus.Ihad

myforkinmyfingersanditfallsintotheplate.

Police:"ChristopherNkosi,donotmove,wehaveyou

surrounded"

Police:"Putyourhandsupwherewecanseethem"

Heputshishandsupintheairandthentwo

policemencometoouttable.Theygrabhisarmsand

handcuffhim.

Police:"ChristopherNkosi,youareaccusedof

kidnappingthebabyofapatientinhospital,

NomzamoXulu.Youarealsoaccusedofswapping

babiesbecauseofyourpersonalvendetta.Anything

yousaywillbeus.."

Me:"Uhm,excusemewhat?!"

Chris:"Icanexplain"

Tobecontinued....

[3/7,13:46]Lynne:Insert34.
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*
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Me:"What?Youevenhavetheodesitytosayyou

wanttoexplain.Isittrueorthey'relying?"

Chris:"Nomzamolook.."

Me:"NoChrisbetruthful,isittrueornot?"

Helookedatmethenlookedatthepeoplewhowere

aroundus,lookingonontowhatwasgoingon.He

couldn'tevenlookmestraightintomyeyesandthen

puthisheaddownindefeat.

Me:"JustwhenIthoughtIcouldtrustyouwithmy

ownlifeandsecrets"Itookmybagandwalkedaway.

Chris:"Nomzamo!!"Iputmyhandupandleftthe

building.Wow!Justwow!LikeChrisreallywent

behindmybackandgavemychildtothedevil

herself,whowouldhavethought?

WhenIgotoutsidethebuildingIfoundmyself

laughing.Iwaslaughingandpeoplepassingby

probablythoughtIwascrazyormentallydisturbed.



Ithenwipedmytearsawayfromallthelaughingand

thenwalkedon.IhavenoideawhereIwasgoingbut

Ijustedwantedtotakeawalkandbefaraway.I

didn'tevenknowwhichpartoftownwewereatbutI

justwalked.WhileIwaswalkingathoughtpassed

mymind.Ijustmatriculatedayearago,I'mmarried

andwasalreadypregnantwithmyfirstchild.Idon't

haveajob,Idon'thavequalifications.Idon'thave

somethingthatIcansayI'mproudof.Something

thatIcansayIachieved.I'mjustNomzamoXulu

withnothingtomyname.I'veallowedalotofpeople

towalkallovermeandhaveletthemdecideon

whatdecisionsImakeinmylife.OnethingIknowis

thatIhavehadit.I'mdonewithpeopleusingmefor

theirownpleasurewhileImyselfamnothappyatall

inmylife.WhenwillIeverfindmypeaceandjoy.

WhenwillIstartbeinghappuorevenproudofmy

accomplishments.Ineedtostartdoingsomething

withmylife.Ineedtostartstandingupformyself

andstandingmyground.Ineedtobemyownboss

andhavesomethingsolidwhenIstandmyground.

WhileIwaswalkingacarparkednexttome,Ididn't

botherlookingbutthenIkeptwalkingandignored



thecar,whileIwaswalkingthecarkeptdriving

slowlynexttome.

Lwandle:"NgenaNomzamo"

HonestlyIshouldn'tbehatinghertoosoIdecidedto

justopenthedoorandgetinthecar.

Shethenstartedthecaranddroveoff.Weliterally

droveallthewayhomeinsilence.Shewasinher

ownworldthinkingaboutherownthoughtsandI

wasjustquiet.Inmyownworldtoo.Wegethome

andIgetoffthecarandshutthedoorhard.Iget

insideandwalktomyroom.Iclosethedoor,look

forsomepaperandpeninthedrawersandfindit.I

thengotoMandla'sstudyandsitdown.Ithenwrite

downmyvisionandgoals.Afterwritingallmygoals

Ithengotomyroomandlookformyotherphone

withwhichIcanaccesstheinternet.Thephoneis

lowandIgotothekitchentochargeit,Ithennotice

that'sitsonly11aminthemorningandthendecide

tocookforeveryone.Alotwasgoingthroughmy

mindandIjustwantedtospendtimedoing

somethingelse.SothenIdecidetojusttakea

shower,changeintomybikiniandthenIgrabbedmy



bookandwenttothekitchentogetsomesnacks

andJuice.ThehousemaidsofferedtohelpmebutI

refusedanddidmyownthing.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

It'salmostnighttimesoIwentbackhomeearlyto

preparefortonight'sjobandgotmyselfsortedout.

MargandBobdidn'tknowsoIfiguredIwouldsneak

outandgototheairport.ShithowwillIexplain

bringingbabyjuniorintothehouse.Idon'tevenhave

diapersandformula,Eish.Rightnowthatwasmy

leastconcern.Ithenworeblacksweatpantsblack

turtleneckjerseyandmyblackBalenciagashoes.I

thenputonagreybeanieandmygoldchain.Nxa

nowIwasreadyforaction,Cassandrawillregretthe

dayshemetme.Ithenwenttothekitchenquietly

thinkingtheywerebothasleepinsteadwhenI

arrivedtheretheywereseatedinanawkward



positionasiftheywereexpectingme.

Me:"Uhmm,what'sgoingon?"

Marg:"TakeaseatMandla"

Me:"Ican't.."

Marg:"Wewon'tbelong"

Ithentookmyseat.

Bob:"Weareawareofwhatyou'reabouttodo.We

justwantedtoletyouknowthatweloveyouandwe

hopeyoudon'tgetintobigtroubletonight.Pleasebe

safe"

Me:"Iappreciateyouguy,andIseriouslyneedtoget

mylifebackinorder.I'mstartingwithmyfamily"

Bob:"GoodluckRookie"wehighfiveandthenI

huggedthembothandheadedout.

-

-

I'minthecaroutsidewithSthupaandafewguys,

we'rewaitingforCassandratomakeanappearance

andthenclaimwhat'smine.Wepatientlysitinthe



carandlookforher,theprivateinvestigatortoldus

thattonightshe'swearingabluedressandablonde

wigtodisguiseherself.Idiot.Whilewesittinginthe

car,Sthupashouts"BozzanankuuCassandra.Ah!!

Wonderfulletthegamesbegin.She'sstillthewayI

rememberherbuttonightshelooksuneasyand

edgy,shekeepslookingoverhershoulderandinthe

pramthat'sshe'swalkingwithismybaby.WhenI

returnhomeIneedtohaveaserioustalkwiththe

ancestorsandmyfamilytofindoutwhatreally

happened.Wegetoutthecarandthenspread

throughouttheairportlikewediscussedatthe

building.Weallhavehersurrounded.Whilewe'reall

huntingherdowntoherstop,shelooksbehindand

seesSthupawho'sbehindher.Shit,thebitchstarts

runningwiththepram.She'sshovingpeopleoutof

herandrealizesthepramisjustaholdup.We're

runningandtryingtostopher,shestopsthen

pushesthepraminSthupaswayandputsthebaby

overhershouldersandstartsrunningagain.Shit,I'm

shovingpeoplefrommywaybecauseshe'salmost

atthegateabouttoboardtheplane.Istartrunning

furtherandthenseemyselfgettingclosertoher.



SuddenlyshestopsandIgetclosertoseewhyshe

hasstopped.Ishovepeopleasideandthenboom.I

don'tbelieveit....

Tobecontinued...
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Itfeltlikemywholeworldwasalie,itfeltlikeIwas

onpausethewholetimefromthedayIlosthim.He

didn'tlookshockedjustfocusingonCassandra,he

didn'tlookfazedasifeverythingshouldgobackto

normal.Irubbedmyeyesandhewasstillthere.I

wasntlosingmymind.Iwasseeinghimwithmy

owntwoeyes.

Muzi:"Givehimthebaby"

Shit,it'shim!!

Mybrother!!



MuzikayiseDavidXulu!

He'salive!!

What?!

Cassandra:"No.."shewasstartingtoholdthebaby

tighterandstartedsobbingintheblanketofthe

baby,peoplewerestartingtostopandwatchover

whatwasgoingon.

Muzi:"Don'ttestmeCassandra,givehimhisbaby.

It'snotyourbabyandyouknowit"

Cassandra:"IlovehimMuzi"

Ohhhkayy,clearlyIwasmissingthepointorthe

storylinebehindthesetwo.There'salottofindout

here.

Muzi:"Don'tmakemekillyou.Iwilldoit.Rightin

frontofeveryonewatchingus,nowhandoverthe

baby."

Myeyeswerestillonhimwhilehewasspeaking.I

wasseriouslyfazed.ThenSthuphacamebehindme

andswore.

Sthupha:"Shitt..."



Me:"Notnow"

Cassandrathenstartedcryingandstillheldontothe

baby.ThenunexpectedlyMuzipulledoutagunand

pointeditatCassandraandsheweptmorewhile

shewasslowlyreleasinghergriponthebaby,she

thendroppedtoherkneeswhilecrying,kissedthe

babyandhandedhimtome.Herheadwasdown

anditwasonlythenthatInoticedthattheboywas

cryinghysterically.IlookedatMuziandhenodded.I

tookthebabyfromherhandsandshestartedcrying

more.ForasecondIactuallyfeltbadforher.She

wasprobablynowattachedtothebaby.Thisday

keptongettingworseandworsenextbecausenext

thingCassandragoesintoMuzisopenarms.She

startssobbingandI'mjusttherewatchingthetwo

hugeachotherout.

Whatjusthappened?

Bang!!

Shit,whatjusthappenednow?

Sthuphacoversmeandthebabyandthebabystarts

cryingagain.IlookoveratMuziandhe'slaying



Cassandradownwhoseemstostartbeingweakat

herknees.ShelaysherdownandthenIseeblood

onhermidsection.Eh,thebitchhasshotherself

withhisgunbecausethegunisnolongerinhishand

butinherhand.She'sstillalivebutyoucantellher

secondsarenumbered.

Muzi:"Nooo,Cassandranoo"

Cassandra:"Mandla"shesayssoftly.Igetcloserto

hertogivehersomecomfortnyana.

Cassandra:"Pleasetakecareofhim"shepointsto

thebabyinmyarms.

Mandla:"Iwill,he'smyson"

Cassandra:"Begoodpumpkin,mommylovesyou"

shesayssoftlytryingtosmileatMandlaJunior.Her

smilefadesaway.She'sgone.She'sdead.

Muzi:"Ohhnoobabywhy?"hestartsweepingand

holdsCassandrainhisarms.Apartofmefeelsbad

forhim,Imeanthedudejustappearedoutof

nowhereinmylifeandnowI'mseeinghimhurtand

inpain.



Mandla:"She'sgoneMuzi"heignoresmeand

continuesrockinghimselftocomfort.Istandup

thenwalkaway.Heknowshowtofindmeifhe

wantstocommunicate,butrightnowIhavedone

myjobandIjustwanttogohometomywifeand

baby.Iwalktotheparkinglotwithmybabyinmy

arms,he'sstillcryingandtechnicallyIhavenoidea

howtohandlethisorhowtokeephimquiet.It'smy

firstchildandIdon'thaveparenting101skills.

SthuphaopensthedoorformeandIstrideinthecar,

Iswitchonthelightatthebackandthenopenupthe

blankettogetacloserlookonmybaby.

Ohmy!

Indodanaeyami!

Awwuusukamadoda!

YindlalifakwaXulu!!

MandlaJuniorislightincomplexionlikehismommy,

hassmallpinklipsthatarepuckeredandasmall

cutenosethatlookslikehismom'snose.He'savery

cutebabyandlooksmostlylikehismom,he'stinyin

sizeandhasalotofcurlyhair,hegotthosegenes



frommebecausewow,myfamilyhaspeoplethat

areveryhairy.Heevenhassomehaironhisface.I

startchucklingatthethoughtthatheismylittle

Wolverine.

Sthupha:"Wheretoboss?"

Me:"TakemetoMargshouse.Ican'tshowup

ekhayawiththebabyatthistime.It'slateatnight

andIwanttobuythebabyafewnecessities."

Sthupha:"Shoboss.ManjeindabakaMuziyona?"

Me:"Idon'tevenwanttothinkofthatonerightnow,

mylifeisjustgettingbacktonormalandIdon'tneed

dramarightnow"

Sthupha:"Ohhh,Igetyouboss."

Wedrivesilentlytothehousewithmetryingtokeep

mysonquiet,eventuallyhefallsasleepalongthe

wayandissuckingonhisthumb.Whenweget

home,Iwraphimwithhisblanketbecausetheair

outsideitsverycold.IthankSthuphaandwalkinside

thehouse.ThelightsareoffsoIguesseveryoneis

sleeping.Ithenjustdecidetogotomyroom.Iget

there,putthelightsonandopenupmyblankets,I



removethepillowsandplaceMandlaJuniordown

onthebed.Ikickmyshoesoffandtakemyclothes

offandstayinjustmyboxers.I'mjustastiredand

mysonnexttomesoassoonasmyheadhitsthe

pillowIimmediatelysleep.

*

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

Thealarmbesidesmeismakingaloudnoiseand

disturbsmypeace.Iswitchitoffandgetoffthebed,

stretchthenopenupmycurtains.Thebrightlight

luminatesintomyroomandblindsmeforasecond.

Todayisgoingtobeagooddayindeed.LastnightI

wasapplyingatalmosteveryuniversityaround

SouthAfricaandtodaymyplanwastogoandapply

atTheUniversityofKwa-ZuluNatal.Iwouldhave

doneitonlinebutIwantedtotakeatourdownto



thatsideoftownandgetoutsidethehouse.I'm

actuallyexcitedbecauseI'mgoingtobemeeting

newpeople,peoplewhoaremyageandsharethe

sameintellectlikeme.Iwalktothebathroomandon

mywayIpassthemirrorandnoticethatmypyjama

topiswet.IcheckthesourceandrealisethatI'm

leaking.EishI'vebeenoutofhospitalforalmosttwo

weeksnowandnobabyissuckingoutfromthese

boobs.WhileIwasonthatthought,Ineedtotalkto

Lwandleaboutthesearchingofmybaby,butI'lldoit

lateronwhenIcomebackfromUKZN.Ithenenter

thebathroomandopenthetapandletthewaterrun,

whileIwaswaitingforthebathtubtofillupmy

phonestartsringingandthenInoticethecallerIDis

mymom.Ismileandexcitedlyanswerthephone.

Me:"Yaziungilahlile(You'veabandonedme)"

Mom:"Hau,mntanamIwouldneverdothattoyou"

Ichuckle.I'vemissedmymombigtimeey.

Me:"Hai,ifyousaysomydearestmom"

Mom:"I'msittingwithyourfatherhereandhe

suggestedthatwecalmyouandhearfromyou."



Me:"I'mgladtoknowyoubothstillcare"

Mom:"Ofcoursewedo,you'reourlastbornchildand

youarealwaysimportanttous.Anywayshoware

youholdingupmychild"

Me:"Hai,I'mokayYazimamaIhavenothingwrong

withme.I'mactuallystartingtogetmylifebackin

order,I'mapplyingatuniversities"

Mom:"Hauthosearegoodnewstohear.You'restill

goingtostudyLaw?"

Me:"It'smypassionandwhatrecentlyjusthappened

withthestoryofthekidnappingofmychildhas

motivatedmetostudyjustice"

Mom:"What'shappeningwiththatcase?

Me:"Ialsdon'tknowmama,Ihaven'theardfromthe

policesincethatday"

Mom:"Don'tworrybabygirltheywillfindyourbaby

andhe'llbebackinyourarmsinnotime"

Me:"YeahI'mputtingitallinGod'shands"

Mom:"That'smygirl"



Me:"OhhMama,thankyouforthecall.Iloveyouso

muchbutIreallyhavetodash"

Mom:"Iunderstand,makemeproudbaby"

Me:"Iwill.Haveagooddayma"Idon'twaitforher

response,insteadIcuttheline.

45minuteslaterI'moutofthebathtubandI'm

decidingonwhattowear.Ifeellikewearinglikehow

everyvarsitystudentdresses.Iwouldwearjeansor

pantsbutIdon'twanttoseemdisrespectful.Instead

Ioptforablackdresswithshortsleevesandmy

whiteallstar,aZulunecklacebeadingandahead

wraptomatch.Ilookinthemirrorandadmire

myself.Ilooksohotrightnow,Ithengrabmy

documentsandmyphoneandapenandputthemin

mybagandwalktothekitchen.Igettothekitchen

andLwandleisdrinkingsomecoffeeandwatching

theviewoutside.

Me:"Morning"

Sheturnsaroundandgreetsback.Shelooksatme

headtotoeandthenplaceshercupbesidesher.

Lwandle:"Usisiuyaphikeh?"



Me:"I'mgoingtoUKZN"

Lwandle:"Forwhat?Areyoumeetingsomeone?"

Me:"No,I'mapplying"

Lwandle:"Ididn'tknow"

Iliftmyshouldersupandgetabowl,poursomemilk

initandmicrowavethemilk.

Lwandle:"Ijustreceivedacallnowfromthepolice"

Me:"And?Whatdidtheysay?"

Lwandle:"Itsbadnews"

Istartgettinganxiousandnervous.

Me:"Tellme!!"shesighsthenspeaks.

Lwandle:"Cassandraisdead.Shekilledherself"

Me:"What??!!"

Lwandle:"Yeah,ithappenedattheairportinfrontof

acoupleofpeople"

Me:"Howthough?!"

Lwandle:"Sheshotherselfinthestomachand

apparentlyshewaswiththebaby"



Me:"Don'ttellme.."

Lwandle:"Someoneelsetookthebabyandpolice

don'tknowwho"

Tearsstartfallingdownmyface.JustwhenIstart

takingonestepforward,mylifedecidestotakeme

back3stepsbackward.WillIeverfindhappiness

though?WillIeverfindmybabythough?

Tobecontinued..
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*
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Mydayhasturnedfromgoodtobadinlessthanfive

minutes.

Lwandle:"I'mreallysorryNomzamo"

Me:"It'snotyourfault"

Lwandle:"Iswearonmyfather'sgraveIwillfindyour



babyNomzamo,Iwasactuallyabouttocallsome

guystohelpmeinvestigatewhatreallyhappened

becausetheCCTVfootagegotcutsoitseemsthat

whoevertookthebabydidn'twantanyevidenceto

beleftbehind."

Me:"Thankyou,Itrustyou"

Shesmilesatmeandcomesclosertogivemeahug.

Ifindcomfortinherarmsandendupsmilingaswell.

There'sjustsomethingaboutLwandlethatjust

bringsthegoodinme.She'slikeabestfriendtome.

Lwandle:"Uhambekahlesisi,isthereanythingyou

needfortheroad?"

Me:"Yeah,mybreastsareleakingsoIwanttoget

breastpads"

Lwandle:"Okayletmegogetyouthemoney"

Me:"Sure"sheleavesthekitchenandIstaybehind

andcallforanUbertotakemetoUKZN.Aftera

whileshecomebackwithR2000andgivesittome.

Ithankherandmakemycerealtheneat.Ithenhear

thehooteroutsideandthetakemybagandheadout.

Igetinthecarandgreetmydriver,helookskindof



creepyandbringsmegreatdiscomfort,phelaI've

heardofpeoplewhowererapedandassaultedby

theirUberdrivers.Idon'twishtobeoneofthose

victimstoday.OrperhapsI'mjustoverreacting.I

thenstartplayingagameonmyphonetoignore

somePeptalkwiththedriver.Anhourlater,hedrops

meoffatthegatesoftheUniversityandIthankhim

andhesmilesanddrivesaway.Aroundmeareaa

lotofyoungpeopleseekingtostudyacareerto

maketheirparentsproudoreventhemselves.Ifeel

contentbecauseI'maroundagroupofpeoplewhere

Ireallybelong.Amongstgreatmindsandvibrant

vibesandpeople.Afewguyskeepthrowinglooksat

measIwalk.Where?Ireallydon'thaveanidea.

"Youlooklost,canIhelpyou?"Ifollowthevoiceand

it'samediumheight,lightincomplexionguywitha

fadecutandasmallfaceframe.He'snotbad

lookingbutdefinitelynotmytype.

Me:"Uhmmyeah,Iamlost.I'mlookingforthe

administrationsoffice"

"Icanwalkyouthere"hedoesn'twaitlongerinstead

hestartswalkingandIfollowhim.Fiveminuteslater



I'mregrettingmydecisiontoallowhimtowalkmeto

theofficesbecausewowallhetalkedaboutwas

howdesirablehefoundmyNadyandcomplexion.

Nxa.Thisworkshascorruptmindsey.Ikepton

tryingtoindicatetohimthatIwasmarriedbythe

diamondonmylefthandbuttheguystilltalkedhis

crap.EventuallywearrivedtotheofficeandI

thankedhim,fakesmiledandwalkedawayrolling

myeyes.Thelineswerelongbuttherewerealot

peopletoassistwithregistering.Wow.Thisisgoing

tobealongday.

AfteranhourorsoI'mnowinthefrontoftheline.

Theladygreetsmebutyoucantellshe'sjustdoing

thisjobtohavemoneyandthat'sit.She'svery

unprofessionalandunwelcoming.Shechecksallmy

documentsandthenregistersmeandthenI'mdone

witheverything.AsI'mwalkingouttheofficesIhear

someoneshout,MrsXulu.IlookbackandthenI

startsmilingwhenIrealizewhoitis.

It'ssomeguynamedOkuhleandwhenwewerein

highschoolhewouldalwaystrytoaskmeoutbut

mybrotherSiphowouldalwaysmakesurenoboys



wereclosetome.

Me:"Wow!!TheoneandonlyCharmaboyOkuhle

unjani?"helaughsandthenhugsme.

Okuhle:"IthoughtIwasdreamingwhenIheardthat

ladysayNomzamoXuluandthenoticedthatno

mahn,it'sNomzamoDlamini.Didyouchange

surnames"

Me:"No,I'mmarried"

Okuhle:"That'sfunny"hethenstartedlaughing.

SurprisinglyIlaughwithhim.ThenIflashedoutmy

lefthandshowedhimmyring.Hethenstops

laughing.

Okhule:"Wow!Whomarriedyou?Obama?"Ilaugh

andthenjokinglypunchhisshoulder.

Me:"MxmHaisukawena"

Okuhle:"Tellmewhereareyougoingnow?"

Me:"I'mgoinghome"

Okuhle:"Boring,let'sgohavelunchtogether"

Me:"Isupposethat'snotabadidea.I'mgame"



Hesmilesandtheholdmebythehandandleadsthe

way.

-

-

-

MylunchdatewithOkuhlewasactuallyamazingand

bliss.Hewasnteventryingtomakeamoveonme

andrespectedmyboundaries.Hetoldmeallabout

whatiscurrentlyhappeninginhislifeandItoldhim

partofmylifeandnoteverythingofcourse.After

lunchheofferedtodropmeoffhomeandIactually

didn'tmind,hegavemehisnumberandpromisedto

callme.AssoonasIgotoffhiscarmyphonerang

anditwasanunknownnumber.IansweritasI'm

walkingbackintothehouse.

Me:"Hello?"

"Nomzamo"Iopenthedoorandwalkin.Ihearsome

voicesinthediningroomandwondertomyself

who'sthatorisitthet.V.

Me:"Yes,whoisthis"



"It'smeChris"

Me:"Wheredoyougetmynumberfrom?ItoldyouI

neverwanttospeaktoyouagain"

Chris:"Hearmeoutplease"Iwalktothediningroom

andthenuponarriving,myphonefallstotheground

andIamstunned.

Hestandsupfromhisseatandlooksatme.He

walkstowardsmeandthentriestoholdmebythe

handbutIshovemyhandbacksandlookathim.

Mandla:"Sthandwasam'.I'mback"

IlookatLwandlewhoisseatedsmilingatherself

andIlookbackathim.Idon'tbelivethis.

HereachesformyhandagainandthenthistimeI

don'tshoveitback,insteadIallowhimtotouchit.

Assoonashiswarmhandlandsonmine,tearsstart

fallingdownmyface.It'sreal.He'salive.He'snota

ghost.

Mandla:"Come"hepullsmeintohisarmsandIthen

startcryingagain.ThistimeI'msobbinghardinto



hisarms.I'veforgottenhowthisfelt.Beinginthe

armsoftheonethatyoulove.

Mandla:"Shhh,I'mherebabes"

Tobecontinued...
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Itsallweird.It'sfascinating.Whowouldhave

thoughtthattodayIwouldbeheretodayinthearms

ofmyapparent"dead"husband.Itseemsweirdbut

itsasifeverythingisfallinginplace.Asifthisisthe

beginningofsomething.Goodorbad,Idon'tknow.I

loveMandlaandhimbackinmylifemakesmeeven

happierandthefactthatheevenbroughtbackour

babyjustmakesmewanttoclimbamountain,shout

tothewholeworldhowmuchIlovethisman.It's

4aminthemorningandmymindandbodyarewide

awake.Mybackisagainsttheheadboardandmy



sweethusbandhashisarmsaroundmy

torso,snoringsoftly.Hismouthisslightlyopenand

hisbigmusclesaresaggingonmythighs.He'sreally

exhaustedandI'mprettysurehe'sgoingtobeinbed

thewholeday.LittleMandlaisinthecotbesidesmy

sideofthebed,yesterdayIgottoplaywithhimabit

andgottoseehisfeaturesclearly.He'smyexact

copy.Todayalotofpeoplearecomingtocelebrate

thereturnofMandlaandthebaby.Whuu,itsgoingto

bealongdaybutmyrealintentionistogoshopping

andfindbasicstuffformykid.JustasIamdeepin

thoughtthebabystartscrying.Itwasabitunusual

formetohearhimcryandIdidn'tknowhowtoreact.

BesidesmeMandlastirsandmovesovertohisside.

Herubshiseyesandturnstomeagain.

Mandla:"Willyoutakehimormustitakehim?"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattodoMandla"

Hechucklesabitandgetsoffthebed.Themoon

lightluminatingthroughthewindowmakeshimlook

sosexyandbig.Heputsthelightonandgetsthe

baby.He'sstillcryinginloudmode.Hesitsatthe

edgeofthebedwiththebabyandtriestohushhim



buthecontinuescryinginafuss.

Me:"Whyisn'thekeepingquiet?"

Mandla:"Ithinkhe'shungryandneedsanappy

change"

Me:"Uhmm"

Mandla:"I'llchangehimbutyouneedtofeedhim

afterokay"

Me:"I'lltry"

Mandla:"It'snotrocketscienceNomzamo"

[3/1,18:57]Lynne:Heleavesthebabyonthebed

andIjuststareathimwhilehe'scryingasifinpain.

ItonlyhitsmethenthatIamamotherandIneedto

startnurturingandlovingmysmallpumpkin.He

comesbackwiththenappyandthewipes.Hethen

changeshisdiaperthenhandshimovertome.Ilook

atthebabyandbackatMandla.

Mandla:"Haibo,feedhim"

I'veseenalotofwomenintaxisdothisbutnowthat

iminthissituationimactuallyshy.Ibreatheinand

thenstickmyhandinmyvestandpullmybreastout.



Itisunusuallybigandiswaitingtobesuckedonby

thebaby.Ipullhimclosertomybreastandstickitin

hismouth.Heimmediatelystartssuckingand

pulling.It'sweirdbutatthismomentIfeelreally

connectedwithmybaby.It'sabeautifulsighttosee.

Tearsstartfallingdownmyface.

Mandla:"Ishehurtingyou?"

Me:"No.He'sperfectandbeautiful"

Mandla:"I'mhappyherewithyouNomzamo.Ilove

youbothokay"

Inodandhecomescloserandplantsakissonmy

lipsanwipesmytearsaway.

*

*

IhavejusttakenabathandIknowMandlaiswaiting

formeimpatientlyinthekitchenbutaiihe'llwait.I

immediatelylotionanddressinalightyellowdress

andwearmycomfywarmslippers.Icovermyhead

withaheadwrapandthengodownstairs.Theelders

arealreadystartinggoarriveandareawareofme



andMandlagoingout.We'regoingoutwiththebaby.

Asafamily.Igettothekitchenandherollshiseyes

atmeandthentakesthebabyoutsidemeaningI

shouldfollowhim.Igreetthepeopleoutsideand

rushtothecar.Thebabydoesn'thaveaseatbeltso

Iamtocarryhimallthewaytothemall.Igetinthe

backseatandMandlahandsmethebaby.Hegetsin

anddrivesoff.Allthewaywetalkaboutthethings

we'regoingtobuy.Wegettothemallandhetakes

metoMuggandBeantoeatbreakfast.Aswe're

ordering,Iseesomeonefamiliarcometomytable

andMandlawithabigsmile.

Tobecontinued...
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Ntando:"HeyMogirl,YaziI'mstillwaitingforyour

call"



Me:"Heyyyouunjani"

Istandupandgiveherawarmhug.Shehugsme

backandthenlooksatMandlafoeawhile.She

looksstunnedandthenspeaks.

Ntando:"Wellwell,haven'tImetyoubefore

handsome?"

IlookedatMandlaandhisfacewasjustblankwith

noexpression.Hethenclearshisthroat.

Mandla:"Welluhmyeah,what'syournameagain?"

Ntando:"I'msurprisedyou'dforgetsuchabeautiful

ladylikeme,I'mNtandobytheway"

Hehe,clearlyIdidn'tgetthememo.

Ntando:"HawuNomzamoisthisyourbaby?"

IlookatMandlaandbackatmybabyandblush.I

wassomehowshy.

Me:"Yeah,he'smine"

Ntando:"HawuNomzamowho'sbabyisthis?Hai

yohyou'restillgoingthoughbabes"

Me:"It'salongstoryNtando"



Ntando:"Reasonforustocatchup,butrightnowI

needtorushtoanimportantmeeting"

Me:"Ameetingdressedlikethat?"

Shewasinashortredsilkydressthatwasbackless

andblackstilettos.

Ntando:"It'salongstory"

ShelooksatMandlaandthenrunsherfingeraround

hischestandwinksathim.

Ntando:"Pleasedocallmehoney"

Hebanna,issheflirtingwithmyhusbandinfrontof

myface.Shesmilesatmeandwalksaway.Ifake

smilebackatherandlookatMandla.

Helooksatmeandshrugshisshoulders.

Mandla:"It'snotmyfaultshedidn'tnoticewe're

married"

Me:"Kodwayoudidn'tevenstopherorgiveheran

indicationthatwe'remarried"

Mandla:"Imeansheisanattractivewoman"hesays

chuckling.Mxm.Asshole.Iclickmytongueand



standupreadytogo.Herunsaftermeandstands

beforemyface.

Mandla:"Hau,ZamoIwasjustjokingwhat'swrong?"

Me:"What'swrongisthatyoudidn'tlearnalesson

throughCassandraandyoudon'tevenregardme

andourbabyMandla."hetwistedhisfaceandtried

topullmeintohisarmsbutIpushedhimoff.He

lookedatmeandIlookedathim.Tearsstarted

fallingdownmyface.

Mandla:"Hey!I'mreallysorryNomzamo.Thatwasa

verybadjokeespeciallyatthismomentintimethat

we'regoingthorough."

Me:"ImjustreallyscaredMandla,Iloveyouandour

babybothandIreallydon'twanttoloseyouguys"

Mandla:"Ipromise,Iwillalwaysbehere.I'mnot

leavingyourside.Myresponsibilitiesarestraight

now.Don'tcryplease"hepulledmeintohisarms

andthenIhuggedhimback.Hewipedmytears

awayandthenplantedakissonmyforehead.

Mandla:"Letmeholdhim"Igavehimthebabyand

thenwewentbacktohavebreakfastandthenended



upshoppingforourbabiesneeds.Alongthejourney

wemadespecialmomentstogetherasacoupleor

moreasafamily.Welearnthowtoputthecarseat

inthecar,howtoputupthepramandlearnthowto

takecareforourbabywho'sverysensitivetoalotof

stuff.Wewentfromequipmenttobabyfoodandhis

clothes.

Me:"Pleaseopenthedoorforme"

Heopensthedoorandthenwaitsformetositand

thengivesmethebabyandgoesaroundhisside

andstartsthecar.

Me:"Iwasthinking"

Mandla:"Yesbaby"

Me:"Ourbabydoesn'thaveanameyet"

Mandla:"Weneedtogetthatsortedoutassoonas

possible,howaboutwegetthisdonebytomorrow"

Me:"Okay,doyouhaveanynameideassofar?"

Mandla:"I'mthinkingalongthelinesofVusumuzi

becausehehasrekindledourfamilyorevenOwethu

becauseheisours.Whatdoyouhaveinmind?"



Me:"Thosearen'tbadnamestheyactuallyhave

meaning.Greatpurpose.Iwasthinking

Lwandile,becauseourloveforhimhasintensified."

Mandla:"Iguesswe'lltalktoourparentsfirstthen

theywillconfirmhisnames"

Me:"Okaynoproblem"

Wearrivehomeafteranhourdriveandalready

preparationswereinorder.Alotwasdoneforthe

ceremonyandMandlaJuniouraswellasMandla

wereintroducedtotheancestors.Everyonegotto

meetoursonandevenmyparentswerearoundto

celebratewithus.

Mom:"I'msoproudofyoumybaby.Usebenzile

Ntombazane"

Me:"Ngiyabongama"

Mom:"We'releavingnowpleasedogiveusacall

okay.Don'tforgetaboutus"

Me:"Iwouldnever"

Mom:"Don'tforgetGodAlmightyinallthatyoudo"

Me:"Okay,goodbyemama.Iloveyou"



Shehuggedmeandgavemepeckonmycheek,got

inthecaranddroveoffwithdad.Peoplewere

startingtogobacktotheirhomesandIwasreally

drainedallIwantedwasmybed.Iwalkedbackinto

thehouseandfoundLwandle.

Me:"HaveyouseenMandla?"

Lwandle:"Hehadsaidhe'sgoingtosleep"

Me:"Okay,letmegojoinhim.Goodnight"

Lwandle:"GoodnightI'malsotired.Iwishwecould

stayupandtalkbutI'msodamntired"

Welaughedandthenhuggedeachother.Iwentto

myroomandshewenttohers.Igettoourroomand

thelightsareswitchedoff.Iswitchonthelightand

Mandlaissittingontheedgeofthebedandfacing

mydirection.

Me:"Hey!Youscaredme!"

Hisheadiscastdownwardsandhehasaphonein

hishand.

Me:"Baby,what'swrong"

Mandla:"Who'sChris"



Ohhhshit!!

Tobecontinued...

SorryI'mlate
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Shit!Howdoesheknowaboutmybiggestmistake,

Chris.Didhecall?Washesnoopingaround?Or

someonetoldhimaboutmyincidentwithChris?But

onlyLwandleknewmaraEishmaybehismomfound

outandrattedonme.Inasituationlikethis

especiallywithMandlaitwaseitherlifeordeath.I

thenfrozeandhereadmybodylanguageand

chuckled.

Mandla:"Great!Iguessyouwillanswerme"

Me:"Babylisten"

Mandla:"Yaziyouhavetwooptionshere.Speakthe



truthorlie,yougettodecide"

Ibitmylipandthentookinadeebreath.

Me:"Okay..".AssoonasIsaidthatwordhegotup

fromthebedandwalkedclosertomeandstood

rightbeforemyeyes.

Mandla:"Ohnodon'tworrybaby,Ijustwanttoread

youreyeswhenyoutellmethetruth"

Me:"Hewasanoldfriendofmindbutwe'renolonger

friends"

Mandla:"I'mlistening"

Me:"That'sall"helaughedthenclockedhisheadto

theothersideandturnedhisgazebacktome.He

wasawholedifferentperson.Eyeswerefumingand

hewasbigandfallerthanmeandhispresence

intimidatedmeandreallyhadmeshakingtothelast

bone.

Mandla:"You'rewastingmytimespeak"

Me:"That'sall?"

Mandla:"Ohwellthenpleasedotellmemydearest

wifewhyishecallingyouandaskingtomeetup



withyou"

Me:"What?!"

Mandla:"Youheardme,you'renotdeaf.Isheyour

boyfriend?"

Me:"HowcanIhaveaboyfriendwhereasIhavea

husband"

Mandla:"ListenNomzamoI'mgoingtoaskyouthis

questionandI'mgoingtoaskyouonce.Bevery

carefulwithyouranswer."

Ifeltabiglumpofsalivagettinggusheddownmy

throat.Mypalmsweresweatyandmyinsideswere

churning.

Mandla:"Didyousleepwithhim?"

Hewaslookingatmestraightinmyeyesandlooked

likehewasreadytopounceifIsaidyes.Eishh,what

doIsayinasituationlikethiskodwa.Ibitmylipand

lookeddown.

Me:"Yes"itsoundedlikeawhisper.

Mandla:"Ican'thearyouspeaklouder"



Isighedandspokeagain.

Me:"I'msorry..."

WithinsecondsIwasseeingmylife.Hishandis

clutchingrightaroundmythroatandI'mgaspingfor

airtryingtopushhimawayfrommebutmyefforts

arelikeatortoiserunningfast.Impossible.He'sbig

andstrongandheoverpowersme.I'mtryingto

speakandyellbutnothingiscomingoutitsasifhe

hasmebymyvocalcords.Thebabyinhiscotis

cryingimmenselyandIguesshecansensethe

tensionbetweenmeandMandlarightnow.

Mandla:"Howdareyou?You'reaselfcentered

person.Selfishinfact"

Me:"Ma.."

ThedooropensandwhenIlookoverLwandleis

lookingatthesituationindespair.

Lwandle:"HaiMandla!!"sherunsovertousand

pushesMandlaandheloosenshisgripandI

collapsetothegroundgaspingforair.Tryingtofill

upallthatoxygenIhadjustlost.Helookedat,

clickedhistongueandthenlefttheroom.Lwandle



scurriedtomeandtriedhelpingmetogainback

somelife.

Lwandle:"HeymahnNomzamowhathappened"

Me:"He..found...outabout...Chris"

Lwandle:"Yohh,how?"

IliftedupmyshouldersasasignthatIdidn'tknow

why.

Lwandle:"PleasestayhereI'llgetyouwaterbutI

needtotakethebabyawayfromhere.Hiscriesare

disturbingme"

Me:"Thanks.

*

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

Nxa!Howcouldshedothistome?Wouldshestoop



solowtoevensleepwithanotherman?Wasshe

oughtforrevengeoritwasamomentofpleasure?

Nxaitmakesmemoremadthinkingofherwith

whoeverthisChrisguyis.Ineedtofindhimandkill

him,howdarehesleepwithmywife.Iwalkedtothe

kitchenandgrabbedmyjacketandcarkeysand

stormedout.Ineededtoclearmyairandbeing

aroundNomzamowouldhaveprobablymademekill

herorevenhurtherandthat'sthelastthingIwantto

dorightnow.Igotinmycaranddroveoff.

TenminuteslaterI'matherdoor,knocking.Iknow

it'slateatnightbutrightnowIwanttosurround

myselfwithadistraction.

"Whoisit?"

Me:"It'sme"

Sheopensthedoorandhereyesaresmallfromthe

sleepIhavejustwokenherupfromandWhuushe's

inablacksilkynightgown.She'ssleepyanditmakes

herlookevenmoreattractiveatthismoment.

Ntando:"It'slateatnightwhatareyoudoinghere"

Me:"Ineedaplacetovent"sheopensthedoorwide



formetoenterandclosesitasIenter.Sheturns

aroundtofacemeandsmile.Shit,she'sgotme.I

pounceonherandsmashmylipsagainsthers,she

welcomesmeinshowingmeshe'sbeenwanting

this.Islamherbacktothedoorandliftherupbyher

assandcontinuekissingherwildly.

*

*

NomzamosPOV.

*

*

Itsbeen3hourssinceMandlastormedoutofthe

roomwithoutsayingaword.I'vebeencallinghim

buthisphoneautomaticallygoestovoicemail.I'm

highlyconcernedabouthiswellbeingandeven

thoughIwaswrongheatleastshouldhavegiven

meachancetoexplain.Iswitchthebabyaround

andfeedhimfromtheotherbreastnow.

Tobecontinued....
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*

MandlasPOV.

*

*

Iwalk,buttowhereIdon'tknow.Shejumpsofffrom

myarmsandgigglesatmeandtakesmebythe

handandleadsmetoherroom.It'snotthatbigand

hasnicecutecolors.

Ntando:"ShouldIswitchthelightoffonoron?"

Mandla:"Itreallymakesnodifference.Comehere"

ShegigglesthenIpullherandkissheragain.As

she'sundressingmesomethingwithinmejust

doesn'tbringpeacetome.Ihelphertakeher

nightgownoffandthrowitacrosstheroom.She's

supersexybutshe'snothingcomparedtoNomzamo.

Shit!!



Nomzamo.

Didmymindjustseriouslytakemebacktoher

becauserightnowIfeelentirelyguilty.Ntando

reachesformypantsandIstopher.

Thisisn'tright.

Shedoesn'tdeserveit.

I'mnotbeingagoodhusbandatthemoment.

Me:"Uhm..I'msorrybutIhavetogo."Isearchformy

sweaterandtopanddressupveryquickly.

Ntando:"Whatstheproblem?Isitme?"

Me:"Noyoudidn'tdoanythingwrong.Iam"

Ntando:"Thenstaythenightplease"

Me:"No,I'msorryIwokeyouupbutIhavetogo"

Ntando:"Please"shegrabbedmebythearmsandI

shovedheroffandwalkedawayinguilt.Igetinmy

caranddriveofftoapetrolstationfirstandfillup

mycarwithpetrol.Mywindowiswideopenandthe

airisgivingmearefreshingfeeling.WhatamIgoing

tosaywhenIgothome?She'sbeenthroughthis



beforeandIdontwanttohurtheragainitwouldtear

meaparttoseehergothroughallthehurtandpain

becauseofmyrecklessbehavior.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

Theduvetbesidesmemakearustlingnoise.He's

back.HegetsinandIhearhimfixhispillowsthen

hisarmsencirclearoundmywait.I'mnotsureifI

shouldshovethemoffmeorIshouldlethimbe.

He'shandsarecoldandmakemefeel

uncomfortable.Iremovehishandsfrommywaist

andfacethewindow.Ihearhimsighbesidesme

andheturnstohisothersideandafewminutes

laterhestartssnoringsoftly.Iwonderwherehe's

been.Tobehonestifhewascheatingonme,I

sweartotheheavensIamleavingthismanorwill

makesureheknowstherealme.Iendupsleeping

also.



ThecriesofmybabywakesmeupandIgetoutof

bedandgocheckoverhim.Ichangehisdiaperthen

bringhimintothebedandbreastfeedhim.Aftera

whilehefallsasleepagainandthistimeinlazyto

placehiminhiscot.InsteadIjustputhimbetween

meandMandla.

Mandla:"Goodmorning"hesayssmilingshylyatme

andthebaby.Igivehimastareandignorehim.I

havemyfingerbetweenmybaby'ssmallhandsand

he'ssleepingwhileholdingontomyfinger

Mandla:"LookNomzamoI'msorryokay"

Iignorehimagainandfixatemyeyesonmybaby.

Mandla:"Please..."

HisphonebesideshimringsandI'mgladitdid

becauseInearlybrokedownbeforehimbutIcan't

allowhimtoseemeatmyweakest.Itseemsasif

he'stakingadvantageofthat.

Mandla:"Hello""Yes""Urgh,really.Didthathaveto

happennow""Can'twepostpone?""Mxm,okayI'll

comebynow"



Hehangsupthephoneaggressivelyandlooksatme.

Mandla:"BabyIhavetogocanwetalkaboutthis

later"

Silence.

Mandla:"Nomzamopleasedon'tdothistome"

Me:"LalelalaMandla,anginendabaukuthiwenzani

ngempiloyakho(ListenhereMandla,Idon'tcare

whatyoudowithyourlife)"

Mandla:"Yoh"hegetupfromthebedandstands

overthebed.

Mandla:"Istillloveyouthough"

Me:"Youdon'tknowwhatthatmeans.Nowplease

sukaebuswenibami(movefrommyface)"

Helooksatmeonceagainandwalkstothe

bathroomtotakeabathandgotowhereverhis

businessisnow.

Irollmyeyesandgetupfromthebedandplacethe

babyinhiscot.Ihopetogogethisbirthcertificate

done.I'llhavetoaskLwandletogowithme.



*

*

Shesitsinthedarkroomofherlivingroom.She

hasn'thadenoughtimetosleepsincehewokeher

up.Shehasaglassofredwineinherhandandshe's

slowlysippingitwhileindeepthoughts.

Howdareheleavemelikethat?

Nxa,bastard.Iwillmakesurehe'sminealoneand

nooneelse.Sheclickshertongueandstaredoff

intospace.

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

*

Hewalksoutthebathroomandthensearchesfor



someclothestowear,hepullsoutablueshirtand

blackformalpantsandatietomatchhisblueshirt.

Itseemsthathe'sgoingtoameeting.Mxm,Ihope

thatmeetingtakesaboutthreedays.Iseriously

needabreatherfromallhiscrapthatI'vebeen

getting.

Mandla:"I'llprobablybebackaround1pminthe

afternoon"

Ijustnodandthenleavetheroom.Ihavetogofind

Lwandlesowecantalkaboutgettingmybabya

birthcertificate.Ifindherinthediningroomalready

watchingt.v.

Me:"Goodmorningyou"

Lwandle:"Hey,howareyoudoing?"

Me:"I'mokaybutmythroatburnsabitandI'vehadit

withyourbrother"

Lwandle:"Sitdownlet'stalkaboutthat"

Me:"Don'ttrytosweettalkmeintoforgivinghim"

Lwandle:"WellnobutIwantyoutounderstandsome

things"Ithensitdownandlookatherwaitingforher



totalk

Lwandle:"Didheapologiseyetforchokingyou"

Me:"No,idoubthe'sgoingtoapologisethough"

Lwandle:"Whatmakesyousaythat?"

Me:"LwandleMandlaisn'tcommittedtothis

wedding.Itreallyfeelslikeit'saforcedmarriage."

Lwandle:"Hewillapologiseeventually.Maybehewas

tooangry"

Me:"Igetthatbutthatdoesn'tgivehimtherightto

chokemehowamIsupposedtobearoundmyown

husband.I'mnotsafe."

Lwandle:"Marayaziyoubothneedtosortthisout

andhe'sneverdoneitthisbad"

Me:"Whatdidyoujustsay?"

Lwandle:"Forgetthat,youguysneedtosortitout"

Me:"You'retellingmethathe'schokedcountless

womenbefore?"

Lwandle:"Youdidn'thearthatfromme"shethen

stoodupandleft.Hau,wasMandlaaphysical



abuserinhispreviousrelationships.Nowthings

havegottenworse.Istandupalso,thenturnaround

tomakesomefood.Myfacehitshishardrockchest

andhe'sveryashamed.Seemslikehewas

eavesdroppingonmeandLwandlesconversation.

Me:"CanIpass?"

Mandla:"Canwetalk?"

Me:"Don'tyouhavesomewheretobe?"

Mandla:"Nomzamoallthesemeetingsmeannothing

tomeifyou'renotbymysiderightnow.I'msorry

sthandwasam'let'stalkplease"

Icrossedmyarmsovermybreastsandthenlooked

down.Doesthismeanhestillvaluesourrelationship?

Ihopehedoestobehonest.

Me:"TalkMandla"

Mandla:"Let'sgosomewhereprivate"heholdsmeby

thehandandleadsmeoutonthepatioandasks

oneofthehelperstogetussomejuice.

Mandla:"I'mreallysorryIchokedyou,Iwasreally

furiousthatyousleptwithsomeoneelse.Iwantyou



tobemineandmineonlyanditmademeangrythat

someonehadapartofwhat'smine"

Me:"ChriswasamistakeMandlabutIdon't

appreciatewhatyoudidandyou'vecheatedonme

withCassandraandwhoknowslastnightyoumight

havebeenwithanotherfloozie"

Mandla:"I'llbehonestwithyou,Iwasonmywayto

meetwithsomeonebutIthoughtofyouandIdidn't

wanttohurtyouyetagain"

Irolledmyeyesandthencastmyfacedown.He

stoodupandkneltbeforeme.

Mandla:"MaXulu,Idon'twanttohurtyouagain."

Me:"Areyouevergoingtochangethough?"

Mandla:"Iamchangingnow.Pleaseforgiveme.I

loveyouNomzamoandIknowdeepinsideyour

heartyoulovemetoo"

Wow!

I'veneverseenMandlalikethis.Hiseyeswerebeing

sympathicandhewasreallysorryIcouldseeitin

hiseyes.Iwanttoforgivehimyes.IfIdothiscould



sparknewbeginningsbetweenhimandI.Wedidn't

startoffthismarriagewellandalongthewaythere

havebeenalotofbumpyrides.We'vebeenthrough

alotinlessthanayearandIknowwestillhavethat

desireinourselvestokeepupthismarriageand

provethatweareapowercouple.Thisisthat

moment.IalsorealizedthatIhaven'tbeenthat

supportiveandunderstandingtowardsmyhusband,

theguyjustlosthisfatherandI'mactinguponhim.I

don'tknowwhat'sgoingoninhismindbutI'msure

heneedsmedearly.

Icastmyeyesbacktohimandhe'swaitingformy

responsepatiently.IstandupandthenIholdhis

handandbringhimupsothatwe'refacingeach

other.Wellhe'stallerthanmeandIhavemyface

tiltedabitsowecanfaceeachother.

Mandla:"Well.."

Me:"Iforgiveyou"

Hebreathesoutasighofreliefandabroadsmile

emergesfromhisface.

Mandla:"Thankyoumylove"Ilaughandhelaughs



too.HethenplaceshishandsonmywaistandI

placemyarmsonhisshoulders.Thedesirebetween

usburnsandisconsuming.Heleansinclosertomy

faceandourlipstouch.Itstartsoffwithsmallpecks

andthenwekiss.Alongpassionatekiss.Thisright

here,thisishome.ThisiswhereIbelonganditfeels

right.Mandla'skissmademerealisehowmuchI

reallydolovehim.Thismanoverhereguys.Hewas

myfirstineverything.Myfirstlover!!

Isayinmyheart"IloveyouMandla".

*

*

IhavejusttakenabathandMandlaandIareonour

waytohomeaffairstodothebirthcertificateforour

baby.AsIcomeoutfromthebathroom,mytwo

favouriteboysareonthebed,thesmallboyis

sleepingandthebigone,myhusbandisonhis

laptopprobablyonsomebusinessstuff.Hecloses

hislaptopwhenheseesmeandthenhecrosseshis

handsoverhischest.Ilookathimandlaugh.Ihave

tolotionsoIremovemytowelandI'mstanding



nakedinthemiddleoftheroom.Igrabthelotion

andhe'sstilllookingatmeandhe'snowbitinghis

lips.Iopenthelidandstartapplyingitonmybody.I

startofffromthearmsandbreaststhenreachdown

andapplymylegsthentoes.Hestandsupfromthe

bedandcomesmyway,Inoticeabulgeinhispants

andIknowhe'shardrightnow.

Mandla:"Letmehelpyouwithyourback"Ismileand

handhimthelotion.Heturnsmearoundandmakes

mebalancemybodyonthebedinawaythatmyass

isupintheair.Ihearhimrubthelotioninhispalms

andthenfeelhishandsrunfrommyshouldersall

thewaytomyback.Heworksthelotiononmyback

inaveryslowmanner.Ihearhimgruntandgroan

fromunderneath.

Me:"Done?"

Mandla:"Notyet"

IfeelhisthumbslowlycaressmefrombelowandI

shiverabitandhutchmybackbutheimmediately

placeshisbighandonmybackandfixesmyback.

Hespreadsmylegsopenanddoesthegesture



again,herubsmyclitoriswithhisthumb,it'sanice

gesturethathasmeshiveringabit.Imoanandthat

driveshimtoshoveafingerinsideme,yousee

Mandlahasthoseverybigfingersandonefingeris

enoughtodriveyoutotheedgebutnooobydear

husbandwantsmetojumpovertocloud99by

insertingtwofingers,Imoanagainandunexpectedly

moveforwardcausinghisfingerstocomeoutfrom

me.

Mandla:"Staystill,it'sbetterthatway"Ibitemylip

andawaithisfingersagain.Thistimetheygoin

easilyandhestickstheminabitdeeperandstarts

pleasuringmywholebody,withinsecondsthe

pressureincreasesandmymouthiswideopenfrom

allthepleasure.It'sasifIamwalkinginthesky,he

groanswhilehisfingersaredoingthework.Ifeelmy

orgasmbuildup,slowlybutsurelyitbuildsupand

thenIexplodearoundhisfingers.Ishoutmylast

andthenIhearhimunziphispants,he'sreadyfor

actionbutIcan'tallowhimtohavesexwithmewith

mybabyhere.Ilaughatthethoughtthathewillbe

furiousifIdon'tgivehimwhathewantsnow,soI



standupandturnaroundtofacehim.Hehasa

shockedlookonhisface.

Mandla:"Nomzamo!"Ichuckleandlookathispants

wherehiscrotchis,hishandsarealreadyinhis

pantstopullitout.

Me:"Sorrybabybutweourbabyishere"

Mandla:"That'sunfair"

Me:"IpromiseI'llmakeituptoyoulatertoday"

Mandla:"ButIneedyounow"

Me:"Aww,tellJohnnyI'msorry"

Mandla:"Kodwa.."Ilaughandkisshimonthecheek

andthegrabthetowelandgotothebathroomto

wipemyself.Icomeoutandhe'sonthelaptopagain

andhelooksmad.Ilaughagainthenlookforan

outfit.IknowhewillwanttoignoremesoIpullouta

shortdressfromthewardrobeanddon'tevenweara

braforit.IpulloutathongandthenIseefrommy

peripheralvisionthatheislookingatme,Iam

temptedtolaughbutkeepitin.

Mandla:"Whatareyouwearing?"



Me:"Adress"

Mandla:"That'stooshortNomzamo!!"

Me:"Noit'snot"

Mandla:"Idon'twantpeoplelookingatmyassets"

Hestandsupfromthebedandcomestome,he

pullsoutababybluekneelengthdressandajacket

tomakeitworse.Ilaugh.

Mandla:"Uhlekani?"

Me:"NothingbutI'mseriousbabyI'llmakeittoyou

tonight"

Mandla:"Ihearyoubutpleasechangethatoutfit"I

smile.

Me:"Asyouwishhoney"Ichangeintohisoutfitand

wearthebluedresswithwhitesandals.Icombmy

hairandtieitinasimplepony.

Me:"Let'sgo"

Mandla:"Lwandleisgoingwithyou,Ihavea

conferencecallintenminutes"

Me:"Ohokay"



Igrabthebaby'sbagandthenpackafewsupplies

forhimandthenputinmypurseandphoneinthe

bag.Ikisshimgoodbyetakeourbabyandheadto

thekitchen,Lwandleisreadytogoandsheassists

mewiththebagsandthenwe'reonourwaytohome

affairs.

*

*

Lwandle:"WhuuhaiNomzamoIamnolongergoing

withyoutohomeaffairsthatwasalongqueueYazi"

Me:"I'msorryI'malsodrainedandhungry.Canwe

grabsomelunch?"

Lwandle:"YohHaivele,let'sgo"wegetintothecar

andthenwearriveatarestaurantandthenI

suddenlyfeeltheurgetopee,Iplacethebabyinthe

pramandexcusemyself.Thebathroomsaren'tfar

fromtherestaurant,IgetthereandthenasI'm

walkingInoticeaguyinahoodieleaningagainstthe

wall.HelookscreepyandIamkindofskeptical

aboutactuallyusingthebathroombutIreallyneed

touseit.AsIpasshimheforcefullygrabsmebythe



handandpullsoutaknife.

Guy:"Givemeallthatyouhave?"

Me:"Excuseme?"

Guy:"Yeyiimahn!!Givemeallyouhave"hethen

drawstheknifeclosertome,IwishIcangivehimall

thatIhavebutIleftallmyassetswithLwandle.

Guy:"Heyvoetsekmahnhurryup"

Thenaloudvoiceechoesbetweenmyears.

"Hey!!Leaveheralone"theguytryingtorobmelifts

hisheadupandIseehiseyeswideningandthenhe

dropsthegunandrunsaway,it'sasifhesawsome

typeofghost,Ithenfeelwarmhandstouchmeby

theshoulders.

"Excusememissareyouokay?"thevoiceisdeep

yetvelvetyandsilklike.

Me:"UhmI'mokayjustabitshaken"Iturnaround

andIgasp,theguybeforemeispuregorgeousness.

Firmface,lightbrowneyes,darkskinandbrownlips.

Hisjawlineinemphasizedonandsoarehiseyes.

"Areyouokay?"



Me:"Yesthankyousomuchforhelpingmeout"

"Yeahsurejustbecarefulnexttimeokay"

Me:"Iwill"

Hesmilesandhe'sevensayperfectwhenhisteeth

areout.Hewalksawaygraciously.There'sjust

somethingaboutthatmanthatremindsmeof

someone.

Tobecontinued....
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*

*

*

Igathermyselftogetherandthengotothe

bathroom,IevenforgotthatIneededtopee.I

releasemyselfandthenwashmyhandsstillstuck

uponwhothatguylookslike.Iwalkbacktothe

restaurantandLwandleissippingonjuice.

Isitdownandlookather.



Lwandle:"Youlooklikeyou'vejustseenaghost"

Me:"Matteroffact,Iwasnearlyrobbed"

Lwandle:"What?!"

Me:"Yeahbutsomeguysavedmeandhelpedme

out"

Lwandle:"Whydidn'tyoushoutforme?"

Me:"Thebathroomfromhereistoofarawayhau"

Lwandle:"Areyouokaythough?"

Me:"YeahI'munharmedthatguythathelpme"

Lwandle:"What'shisname?"

Me:"Idon'tknowYazi,anywayslet'sorderourfood"

Icastmyeyesonthemenuandthencallthewaiter

totakemyorder.

*

*

ItoldLwandlethattonightIwantedtosurprise

Mandlawithsomethingandshesuggestedthatwe

gotoalingerieshopandmebeingmeIagreed.You



knowit'sagoodthingaddingsomespicetoyour

sexlifeandIwantedtodosomethingdifferent.For

onceletmebringsomethingdifferenttothetable.

WhenwegottotheshopIwasactuallyshockedat

somethingsthatIsaw,thingslikedidlosandbutt

plugs.Didyouknowthelevelofpleasurethosebring?

Ialsodidn'tknowandLwandlewasbusyeducating

meonsomesextoysbutIdidn'twanttotry

somethingthatIwasn'tcomfortableto,rather

MandlabringsitupbecauseYeyyiithatguyhassex

experience.Iendedupoptingforaredtongandbra

andthoselacestockingsthatreachthethighs.Then

Ialsoboughtredheelsandevengotanewwig

installed,thoseglueonesthatstickonforalonger

periodandalsoboughtredrosepetalsandcandles

andgoodperfumetomakehimmoreencitedthose

glueonesthatstickonforalongerperiod.Hehe,

Mandlawasgoingtoseeitalltoday.Weleftthemall

andthenwentbackhome,IgothomeandMandla

wasn'taround.Ihidtheoutfitandalltheotherstuff

inthebathroomcupboard.Igrabbedmyphoneand

dialedhisnumber.Heansweredatthefirstring.



Mandla:"Mylove"

Me:"Heylovewhereareyou?"

Mandla:"IwasoutmeetinganinvestorbutI'llbe

backhomenownow"

Me:"Ohokay,seeyousoon."

Mandla:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Sameherebabakhe"Icutthecallandthengoto

tellLwandletoholdMandlaupwhenhegetshome

sothatwhennighttimecomesIamready.Igoto

thebathroomandthenopenthewaterinthebathtub,

Ipourscentedsaltsandbubblebath.Islowlytook

mybathandthenlotionedandchangedintothenice

attire,andmyheels.Ilookinthemirroranddamn

I'msupersexy,IhavetogoshowLwandlehowgood

Ilook.Idecoratethebedwithflowersandlowerthe

lightingintheroomandlightupsomecandlesand

putonperfume.Apartofmejustcan'twaittosee

hisreaction.Iwearacoatandthenrushtogoshow

her.

Me:"Look"Iopenthecoatanddoasmallturnaround

forher.



Lwandle:"WhuuMogirlyougoingtogetbeatup

downstairstonight"Ichuckleandthenthere'sa

knockbythedoor,themaidgoestoopenandthen

comestothediningroomwithanunexpectedvisitor.

Me:"Ntando"

Ntando:"Nomzamo"wesaytoeachother,with

confusedexpressions.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Ntando:"I'mheretoseeMandla.OhhhIseeyou're

hiscousinright"

JustasIamabouttorespondthedooropensand

Mandlastepsin.HelooksatbothmeandNtando.

Mandla:"Ntando.Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Ntando:"Icametoseeyouloverboywhydidn'tyou

tellmeNomzamowasyourcousin?"Ilookat

MandlaandbackatNtandoandit'sonlythenthatI

noticeheroutfit.She'swearingagoldbacklessmini

shirtansgoldheels.Mandlaclearshisthroatand

looksatmewithshamefuleyes.

Mandla:"UhmNtandocanwetalkoutsideplease?"



Ntando:"Yeahsure!"shegrabshimbythetieand

theywalkout.Hehe,suchdisrespect.Howdidshe

knowwhereMandlalivesandwhat'stheir

relationshipbecauseIdon'trememberMandla

tellingmeshe'scomingoverhere.Iclickmytongue

andtakemybabyfromLwandleshands.

Me:"Thankyousisi"

Lwandle:"Don'tbelikethat"

Me:"BackoffLwandle"

Igettotheroomandthenimmediatelychangefrom

thelingerieintopyjamas,theflowersonthebedtick

meoffevenmoreandIjustthrowthemonthefloor

andIevenswitchoffthecandles.Alotofquestions

runthroughmymind,IknowMandlahaschanged,

wellthat'swhathetoldmebutitdefinitelyseemed

thatNtandowasthrowingherselfatmyhusband.It's

thesecondtimeshe'smetmewithMandlaandshe

stillisn'tawarebecauseifshedidshewouldhave

stoppedhittinguponmyhusband.Iswearifthatgirl

triesitagain,it'seitherI'mkillingherorslowlygoing

totortureher.I'mtiredoftheseflooziesconstantly



ruiningmymarriage.InoticethatWethumightneed

hismilkandthenIfeedhimjusttoremovemymind

fromtheNtandoandMandlasituation.

FifteenminuteslaterhewalksbackinandIgivehim

onelookandplaceWethuinhiscotasheisfast

asleep.Ithengetintotheblanketsandswitchoffmy

lampsidelight.Ihearhimgetonthebedandhe

holdsmebytheshouldersbecauseI'mfacingthe

otherway.

Mandla:"Ididn'tknowshewascomingherebabes"

Me:"Yousmelllikeherrightnow"

Mandla:"That'sbecauseshehuggedmebeforeshe

left,I'mreallysorry"

Me:"Ihadeverythingplannedouttonightandyou

chooseheroverme"

Mandla:"Ihadtosortitoutthough"

Iignorehimandstareoffthroughthewindow.He

turnsmearoundandmakesmefacehim,andhe

justlooksatmeintomyeyesandIlookathimtoo.

Mandla:"I'mnotthatpersonanymore.Iwantyouand



youonly"

Me:"IbeliveyoubuttellyourhoesnexttimeIwillkill

them"

Helaughsandthenkissesme.

Mandla:"I'llhelpyouwiththat"

Heplantsanotherkissandhishandliftsupmy

pyjamadress.

Tobecontinued..
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*

*

*

Mysleepisdisturbedbyaphoneringing.It'snot

minebecausetheringtoneisn'tmine,Ilookunder

thepillowsandthenfindhisphone.Hewouldhave

wokenuptopickituphimselfbuthe'ssleepingand

he'soutofit.IcheckthecallerIDandthenit's

Ntando.WhuuuHaiwhyisshecallingMandlaso



earlymorning.Nxa.Iclickmytongueandlowerthe

volumeIcheckthetimeandit'sjust6aminthe

morning.ShestopscallingandIputthephoneaside

asIamabouttogobacktosleepshecallsagain

andthistimeI'mnotlenientwiththecall.Ianswer.

Me:"Hello"isaywithattitude.

Ntando:"Whothehellisthis?"

Me:"Yeyi,mamelalasisi,itswaytooearlyinthe

morningtobecallingmenthataremarried"

Ntando:"Hehe,whoareyou?"

Me:"Justbackoffokay.Mandladoesn'twantyouor

needyouforthatmatter.Thanksforcalling"

Icutthecallandrollmyeyes.

Shecallsagain.

Me:"YeyimahncallagainandI'llblowyourbrains

out"Icutthecallandswitchhisphoneoff.Hestirs

besidesmeandaceshishandonme.

Mandla:"Whosebrainsareyougoingtoblowout?"

Me:"Nxa,Nandosbrains"Iclickmytongueandget



outofbed.

Mandla:"Iwishtoseeyoudothat"

Me:"YoutakeeverythingasajokeYazi"

Mandla:"Comebacktobedplease"

Me:"IwanttogetbusywithmylifeMandlaIfeellike

I'mjustastuckupwife"

Mandla:"You'renotyou'regoodatmanythings"

Me:"Ohyeahlikewhat?"

Mandla:"Letmeshowyou"

Iwalkovertohimandhemakesmeclimbontopof

him.Hefitshisfingersbetweenmineandkissesmy

hands.

Mandla:"You'reagoodwife,agoodmothertoWethu,

you'reagreatcook"

Me:"You'relyingI'veneverevencookedforyou,it's

alwaysthemaidsherethatcook"

Mandla:"Cometothinkofit,canyoureallycook"

Me:"Mxm,Icookevenbetterthatthesemaids"



Mandla:"Well,impressmethen"

Me:"Iwill"

Mandla:"Lastnightwasamazingbytheway"

Me:"Ienjoyedittoo"

Mandla:"Howaboutamorningtreatsthandwasam'"

Me:"HaiMandla,I'mstillsore"

Mandla:"Okayhowaboutoral"

Me:"WhuuyoulovesexshameHai.Maybeabitlater

on"

IhearmyphonebeepwithamessageandIgetoff

fromhimandthenlookoverthemessage.Myheart

stopsforaminuteandistartscreamingand

jumpingupanddown.

Mandla:"Andnow?"

Me:"UKZNjustacceptedme"

Hesitsuponthebedandlooksatmewitha

confusedface.

Mandla:"Whendidyouapply?"



Me:"Whileyouweregone"

Mandla:"Wowwasitthatlongago.Anyways,Im

happyforyoubaby,whatcourseareyougoingto

do?"

Me:"I'mgoingtohestudyinglawbutIwanttomajor

incriminallaw"

Mandla:"Youwanttoarrestcriminalslike.."

Ilaugh,ohyesbabyIknowaboutyoursidebusiness

Isayinmymind.

Me:"YesIwanttoarrestpeoplelikeyou"

Mandla:"Whatareyoutalkingabout?"

Me:"IknowaboutyourcriminalactivitiesMandla"

Mandla:"Andyou'renotmadatmeordisgustedat

me.Yousleepnexttoamurderer"

Me:"Iloveyouandwhenyouputitthatwayyou

makemefeelafraidofyou.Idon'tmind"

Mandla:"I'mafraidforyourlifeandmyfamilieslives

becauseofwhatIdo"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhattosaybutIbelieveyouwill



protectus"hesmiledatmeandblewakissatme.I

laughedandthenwalkedouttheroom.

*

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

IswearNomzamoisthebestthingthathas

happenedinmylife.Thegirlhaschangedalotinme

andtodayIamafatherbecauseofher.Ilovethat

womanandIknowshelovesmetoo.Thepastfew

daysI'vebeenthinkingofaskinghertomarryme

againbecausewe'vesurpassedallthechallengesin

ourmarriageandslowlybutsurelyourloveis

growingwithfireandintensity.Myphoneringsand

it'sNtando.Haidoesn'tshegetit,Irollmyeyesand

answerit.

Me:"Mmhh"

Ntando:"Heyhandsome,Ireallyneedyourhelp



please.MypipesburstandIwashopingyoucan

comeoverandhelpmeout"I'vebeenthroughthis

withsomegirlswhenIwasincollegeandIknowthis

trickinthebookandIwon'tevenfallforit.I'mloyal

toonegirlonly,myNomzamo.

Me:"Callaplumber"

Ntando:"Itriedbutmyconnectionwasbad"

Me:"I'llcalloneforyou"Icutthecallandthengetout

ofbedandgotothebathroomtoshower.Itakea

quickshowerandthenlotionquickly.Ichangeinto

blackrippedjeansandbrownairforce1andablack

golftshirt.Theplanistodayistotakemygirlout

andtellherIneedtogobacktoworkinafewdays,

I'mhopingshegoeswithmeconsideringthatshe

justgotacceptedatUKZN.Myphoneringsagain

andit'saprivatenumber.Ianswerthephone

skeptically.

"Doyouhavetimetoseeme?"

ThevoicesoundsfamiliarandIimmediatelypickup

onthecall.

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"



"Iwanttotalkbusiness,meetmeinanhouratthe

parkinMerryville"

Me:"I'llsee"

HecutsthecallandI'mleftcold.It'sbeenyears

withouthim.EveryonethoughthewasdeadandI

wasleftdevastated,hewasthebestbrotherever

andImissedhim.Theyknewusasanunbreakable

bond,thebigbros.MandlaandMuzi.Buthe

disappointedmewhenhestartedventuringintothis

darkbusinessthat'sledmetowhoIamtoday.

ThankGodforNomzamowhowouldIhavebeen

todaywithouthim.ThedooropensandNomzamo

walksinwithatrayoffood.

Nomzamo:"Babyareyouokay?"shecirclesherarms

aroundmywaistandplacesherheadonmyback.

Me:"YesI'mokaybutrightnowIhavetogo

somewhereimportant.WhenIgetbackIwantusto

talkaboutmoving"

Nomzamo:"Yeahsure,noproblem.Buteatyourfood

first"

Me:"YesMam"shelaughsandweeattogether.After



awhileIkissherandthebabygoodbyeandwalkout

thehouse.Igetinmycaranddriveoff,Ineedtobuy

myselfanewacarandgetmywifetoadriving

school.Shealsoneedstolearnindependence.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

LwandleandIareonthepatio,enjoyingthewarm

sunandwind.IleftWethuwithMamNellyand

LwandleandIwantedtobond.Aswe'retalkingthe

maidcomesinandinformsmethere'ssomeoneat

thedoorforme.Istandupandwalktothedoorand

thenfindanunwelcomevisitor.

Tobecontinued....
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*

*



*

Me:"Ufunanila?"

Chris:"Icametoseeyou"

Me:"Don'tyouthinkyou'vecausedmeenoughpain

though"

Chris:"NoNomzamo,Iwantustofixthings"

Me:"Nothere'snothingtofix,Itrustedyouandeven

wentasfarassleepingwithyoubutnoIdon'twant

tohearfromyou"

Chris:"OkayIgetthatyou'remadatmebutplease

forgivemeformyownsanity,allowmetohave

peaceofmind.Ican'tlivewiththisconscious"

Me:"Idon'tcare,livewithit."Ishutthedooronhim

andwalkedbacktothepatio.

Lwandle:"Whowasthat?"

Me:"Youwillneverbelievewhoitwas"

Lwandle:"Well?"

Me:"ItwasChris"



Lwandle:"Whuuwhydidn'tyoucallmesoIcanblow

hisbrainsoutandshoothisdick"Ilaughather.

Me:"Haiwena!!YaziIwastellingMandlathesame

thinglastnightconcerningNtando"

Lwandle:"Doyouevenknowhowtoholdagunlet

alonehaveyouseenone"Irollmyeyes.

Me:"Seriously"

Lwandle:"Ihavetoaskhau.Doyouwanttolearn

howtoaimandshoot?"

Me:"Haha,wellmyhusbandandsisterinlawknow

howtosowhynot?"

Lwandle:"Haha,veryfunny.ButthisisseriousZamo

ifIteachyouyoucan'ttellMandlaaboutthishewill

freakout"

Me:"Idon'tthinkso".

Lwandle:"Iswearbecausehewasdamnmadwhen

hefoundoutIknewhowtoholdagun"

Me:"Haiuzobastrongloyo"

Lwandle:"Okay,wecangonowjustgotellMam'Nelly



wegottaheadoutforafewhours"

Me:"OkayI'lldojustthat"

Webothstandupandwalkoutandgoourseperate

ways.WhowouldhavethoughtthatonedayIwould

knowhowtoholdagun?I'veheardthatit'sheavy,is

itreally?WillIbeabletohandlethegunitself?Mhh,

onlyonewaytofindout,Iwalkaroundthehouse

andthenfindMam'Nellyinherroomandshe's

singingalullabyforOwethu.She'sfalleninlovewith

himsincehewasbornandeverydayshewantsto

spendtimewithhim,shetoldmeWethuremindsher

ofherhusbandthatpassedaway.Ireallydon'tknow

ifit'sabadthingorgoodthing?

Me:"Mama"Shecontinuessingingandthenturns

aroundtoputthebabydownonherbed.

Mam'Nelly:"Yes,Zamo"

Me:"LwandleandIaregoingoutforafewminutes

willyoubeabletostaywithWethuuntilIcomeback"

Mam'Nelly:"Youneedtocomebacksoonbecause

youknowwhenhewakesuphewillwantyoutofeed

him"



Me:"EishIforgotaboutthat,we'llbebacksoon"

IneedtobuyapumpbecausesoonI'llbestartingat

varsityandIwon'tbearoundtobreastfeedWethu,

beingamotheristoughyoh.

IwalkoutandfindLwandlewaitingformeatthe

door,wewalkoutthehouseandthenwegetintoher

car,shedrivesaRangeRoverEvoque.Wedrivefor

about30minutesandgettoanabondoned

warehouse,seemslikeitwasafactorybefore.She

drivesinandthenwhenwegettothelargegateI'm

thinkingshehastojustopenitinsteadshepresses

abellbehindsomemetalthatyouwouldn'tthinkof

lookingunderneathit.Shesays"It'sLwandle"then

thegatesopenup.Iwonderwhoisbehindthose

gates.Wewalkinandit'sbasicallyanicecosyplace

andthereareafewguysinside.

"Whoisthis?"

Lwandle:"Gents,IwouldlikeyoutomeetNomzamo

andshe'sMandla'swife"

"Ohhh,thisisbosslady"saysaguywhoifIsawin

broaddaylightIwouldrunawaybecausehelooks



likearealthug.

Lwandle:"Greethau"Idon'tspeakinsteadwavemy

handatthem.

"Aww,she'sashyone.Hellobabygirlmynameis

Luckyneh"IlookathimandbackatLwandle.

Lwandle:"Don'tmindhim,anywaysmajitaItrustyou

enoughnottotellMandlaaboutallthis"

"Yahsure,wewon'ttellhim"hewinksandthenhold

myhandandleadsmetosomeotherroom,when

sheopensthedoormyjawdropsdownandIjust

don'tknowwhattosay.Therearegunsandthose

cardboxfocusobjectsthatyouhavetoshootspot

on.There'sevensomebloodonthewalls.

Lwandle:"Youwantedthisnowdealwithallofit

okay"

Me:"Ididn'tthinkIwouldseethistypeofscenery"

Lwandle:"Come,I'llteachyouthebasics"shehands

mesafetyglassesandsomebigvestthatsitsover

mybreast.Shewearsthesamethingandthenpulls

outabigcontainerandopensit.



Guns.

Theyaresmallanddon'tlookthatheavy,shewears

agloveandhandsmeasmallone.

Lwandle:"ThisisaSemiAutomaticPistol,tryitout"

ShehandsittomeandInearlyfeelmyshoulder

bladeseparate.

Lwandle:"Careful"

Me:"WellhowdoIhandleitoruseit"

Lwandle:"Firstpositionyourlegssothatyou're

balanced.Thenaimforthetarget,sothatspotover

there.Thenyoupresshereandshoot"

Ilookatherwithdoubtandthenpositionmylegs,I

lookatthetargetandaimforit.Ilookatthegunand

swallowhard,Ipressthetriggerandthenoise

makesmeclosemyeyesandIlosemybalanceand

fallbackabit.

Lwandle:"IforgottheearplugsI'msorry"

Me:"Noshitey,howcouldyou?"

Lwandle:"I'msorryhau"



Shelooksfortheearplugsandhandsthemoverto

me.Iplugtheminandtryagain.

Lwandle:"Lookyou'rebleeding"shepointstomy

elbow.Itmusthavebeentheimpact.

Me:"It'sfine"

Shelooksatmeandthenmovesawayfromme.Itry

againandaimatthespot.

Bang,ithitsthewall.Almostthere.

Lwandle:"That'senough"

Me:"NoIwanttocontinue"

Lwandle:"No,you'renotpositionedright,you're

bleeding.I'llhelpyoucleanthewound"

Iputthegundownandthenputalltheprotection

aside.IwishIcanpracticelongersothatwhen

NtandocomesIcanfulfillmypromiseandshoother

brainsout.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.



*

*

IgettothebuildingandIcantellthatit'sabandoned.

Iwalkinskepticallyandgotowherehewantedme

tomeethim.Thereheis.He'ssmokingallhis

troublesoff.It'ssounrealistic,it'sunbelievable.I

neverthoughtIwouldbeheretodaywithmybrother

onceagain.

Muzi:"TheOG,thebigdogMandla"

Me:"Muzi"Isayformallywithasternvoice.

Muzi:"Iamsothrilledtomeetyou"heturnstome

andthrowsthecigarettetothegroundandwalksup

tome.Iamtallbuthe'sprobably2cmtallerthanme,

itreallydoesn'tmakeadifference.He'snowbefore

myface,nothingschanged.Ithoughtperhapsaneye

wouldbemissingormaybeascaronhisface.

MatteroffactheiscleanandIseemeinhimwhich

makesmereallyangry.Alltheragestarts

evaporatingthroughmeandIcantellthathecan

readmymind,hecantellthatIwanttobeatthehell

outofhim.Igathermystrength,lookdownandthen



throwthefirstpunchtohisjaw.Heretaliatesand

throwsapunchinmystomach.

Me:"Youstillpunchlikeagirl"Iholdhisshoulders

andconnectmyrightkneetohismidsection.

AfteralongbrutalfistfightIamdownonmyknees

pantingforairsoishe.He'sonhisbackandpanting

forair.Ifeelmorerelievednow,Ifeelsomeliquid

smrundownonthesideofmyfaceandIwipeand

it'sblood,mynoseisalsobleeding.Thisneedsto

endnow.Istandupanddustmyselfupandgoto

Muziandstandoverhim.Helooksatmewithblood

fromhisnosedrippingtothesidesofhisface.He

outstretcheshishandouttomeandwantsmeto

helphimup.Ilookathimandhonestlythereisn'ta

reasonformetohatehim.Hedidopenupwounds

fromourpastbutthat'swhatitis,it'sthepast.I

needtoletgoandmoveonandperhapswithhimin

lifebecauseItrulydomisshim.Ibendoverandhelp

himup.Hestandupandwincesinpain.

Muzi:"Yousuredoknowhowtohurtaperson"



Me:"Yousuredoknowtobreaksomeone'snose"

Muzi:"You'llbestrongmahn"

Me:"Yeah,let'sgetoutofhere"

Tobecontinued...
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*

MandlasPOV

*

Wedrovetoanearbyhotelandthencalledaprivate

nursetocomeandassistuswithourwounds.We

orderedsomelunchandthensatdowntoeat.

Me:"Soyouwantedtospeak?"

Muzi:"Yes,yournemesisisontous"

Me:"Ihavealot,whospecifically?"



Muzi:"Demyan,hisplanistoinfiltrateourgrounds

andtakeeverythingfromus,allthatwe'vestarted"

Me:"We?"

Muzi:"Iintroducedyoutothis,Istartedventuringinto

thisbusinessandallthatequipmentismine,so

technicallythatisstillmygang"

Me:"Theydon'tneedyouanymore,I'mincharge

now"

Muzi:"Ididn'tsayIwantitback,anywaysI'vebeen

doingsomeresearchonhimandhismenandthey

havesomeactioninplace,hedoesn'tknowabout

youwakinguporevenme.Whichisagoodthing

becausewecanattackwithouthimknowing"

Me:"Whoawhoa,whatmakesyouthinkIcan

immediatelytrustyoulikethat?"

Muzi:"Imetyourwifetheotherday"

Me:"What?"

Muzi:"IwasgoingtoaskheroutbutwhenIsawher

andrecognizedherfaceIrespectedyouenoughand

lethergo.MatteroffactIsavedherfromarobber



didshetellyouthat?"

Me:"Shedidn'ttellme.Howdoyouknowmywife?"

Muzi:"Thatdoesn'tmatterbutIdoadmitsheisa

youngbeautifulwomanandverysexyespecially.."I

liftedupmyfingersandhekeptquiet.

Me:"Cool,that'senoughinformation."

Muzi:"NowifIwasonamissiontokillyouortohurt

youIwouldhavestartedwithyourprecious

NomzamobutIdidn't"IlookedathimandIcouldtell

hewassincereandhonest.

Me:"Insertcool,Igetyou.What'syourplanthen?"

Muzi:"OurplanistoprepareforDemyanattack,are

youinonitornot?"

Me:"I'minforsure"

Muzi:"Good,Lwandlecan'tfindoutaboutmyreturn

thoughuntilthecoastiscleared"

Me:"It'llbehardbutI'lldoit"

Wespentthewholeafternoontryingtogivecome



downwithaplanandcontactsofthepeoplewe're

goingtoneedonthejob,Icheckthetimeandit's

11pmatnight.Shit!!Igottagohometomywife.

Me:"ThiswasagoodtalkbrobutIreallyneedtogo,

Nomzamoisprobablycrackingherheadoverme

rightnow"

Muzi:"Igetyou,pleasebesafeandwe'llmeetup

afterthreedays,youprobablyhavepeoplefollowing

youandyouweren'taware"

Me:"I'llgetsomeonetoprotectus"

Webathstandshakehands,thegripisstrongand

firm.Welookateachotherintheeyesandthenwe

hugitoutandpateachother'sbacks..

*

*

*

NomzamosPOV.

*

Itsbeen6hourssinceI'vegothomeandMandlastill



hasn'tarrived.I'vebeencallinghimandit'sbeen

goingthroughvoicemail,atthispointI'meven

thinkinghe'soutwithanotherfloozie.Whatwent

wrongthough?Ithoughtwewerestartingtoget

alongandIevenwantedtotellhimthatIgot

acceptedatanotherUniversityinJohannesburg

becausehislifeisbasedthereandIwasthinking

himandIandWethucanmovethereandstartanew

lifeatanewhome.I'mnotalwaysgoingtostayhere

withmyinlaws,Ialsowantustogetourownhome,

Icheckthetimeandit's11:15pm.I'mexhaustedand

Ijustwantmybed,I'llconfrontMandlawhenhegets

backhome.AsIgotoswitchthelightoffthedoor

opensandI'mscaredtothecore,Iwasn'texpecting

anyonetoopenthedoorjustlikethatandiretaliate

bythrowingaslapandthenIseethatIhavejust

slappedMandla.

Mandla:"Ouch!Whatwasthatfor?"

Me:"BabyI'msosorry,Ithoughtyouwereanintruder

Iwasn'texpectingyoutocomeinnow"

Mandla:"Welldamn,thatstings"



ItisonlythenthatInoticehisbruisesandplasters

onhisface.

Me:"Whathappenedtoyou?"

Mandla:"It'salongstory,canwepleasegetintobed

andsleepwe'lltalkaboutthistomorrow"

Me:"Mmhhhyou'rerightI'mdrainedtoo"

Mandla:"Hehewhoareyouandwhathaveyoudone

withmywifeNomzamo"

Me:"What'sthatsupposedtomean"

Mandla:"KnowingyousthandwaSamiyouwould

havenotletthisgo"

Me:"Mxm"heundressesandgetsintheblankets

withhisboxers.I'malreadyinasilknightdressand

joinhim,thistimewe'refacingeachotherandIhave

myarmaroundhiswaistallaroundtohisback.His

handssearchmybodyandthenhestopsatthepart

whereIhaveaplasteroverthewoundthatI

surprisinglygotfromthismorningsshootoutlesson.

Mandla:"Thiswasn'thereyesterday,what'sthis?"

Me:"It'salongstory"



Mandla:"Makeitshortthen"

Me:"HaiI'mtired,let'ssleep."

*

*

_OutsidetheXuluPremises_

Amaninblackclothingsearchestheyard,he

searchesfortheroomwheresheissleepingbesides

him.Hestopsandlooksthroughthewindowsat

everyroomuntilhefindstheirs.Thevisionisntthat

clearbuthecanseehimsleepingbesidesher.He's

angryandfrustrated.

"IfIcan'thaveher,nobodyelsecan.Youwillbe

mine"hevowsandevencrossesonhismothers

grave.

_

_

_

I'vebeencallinghimforthepastfewhoursandhe's

beenrejectingmycalls.Iamutterlynotimpressed



withwhathe'sdoingtome.Yesterdayhetoldmehe

hasawife,Iwon'tletthathappen.I'mhisonlywife

andit'seithertheydivorceorIremoveher

permanently.MandlaXuluismineworld,watchout

asIgogetwhatismine.

_

_

Tobecontinued...
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Lately,Ihaveatendencyofwakingupearlybefore

Mandladoes.Istareoffintothewindowandhestirs

besidesme.Hekissesmyforearmandthenslides

hishandbetweenmythighs.

Me:"GoodmorningtoyoutooMandla"hestopsand

removeshishandsbetweenmythighs.

Mandla:"Yousoundgrumpy,areyouonyourperiod"



Me:"Hahaveryfunny,youstillhavesomeexplaining

todo"

Mandla:"About?"

Me:"Geesshcomeon,doIalwayshavetoremind

youofyourwrongs.Youarrivedverylatelastnight

andIwasupalmostthewholenight"

Mandla:"Almostthewholenight?Whydidn'tyouwait

formethewholenight?"Iclickmytongueandget

upfromthebed.

Mandla:"HaibabyI'mjustpullingyourleg,youreally

needtocontrolthattemper"

Me:"Younevertakemeseriously,younevertakeus

seriously"hegetsupfrombedandcomestowards

me.

Mandla:"OkayIknowthatwasaverybadgesturebut

Ihaven'tseenyoulaughingalotlatelyandIjust

wanttomakeyouhappy.I'msorry.Andtoanswer

yourquestionIwasoutwithapotentialbuyer"

Me:"Whydidn'tyouanswermyphonethen?"

Mandla:"Thatwouldbeveryunethicaltodo,you're



mywifeyesbutwhenitcomestobusinessyouneed

toknowwhereyoustandandyourboundaries"

Me:"What?"

Mandla:"I'mseriousNomzamo,IdowhatIdoto

protectusandIcan'tallowanythingtobeinmyway

whenI'mnegotiatinganewdeal"

Me:"Whatever"Iwalkawayfromhimandhegrabs

mebythewristandpullsmeclosetohim.He

encircleshisarmaroundmywaistandonehandon

myface.HeleansintokissmeandIkisshimback.

YohhMandla'skissesarethebestkissesever,

kissesthatcanimmediatelygetyouwet.Ifeelmy

vaginabeneathmetinglewithallthejuices.Hewas

onlyinhisboxersandIinmynightgown,Ireachfor

mynightgownandliftitovermyhead.Mybreasts

areoutintheopenandhisonehandcupsmyone

boobandhisotherhandsspreadsmylegsapart.He

doesn'tremovemyunderwearinsteadrubsme

slightly,gentlyandwitheaseandpatience.Iletouta

softmoan.

Mandla:"You'rewet"



Me:"Takemenowplease"hereliveshisfingersandI

stareathimwithwideeyesopen.

Mandla:"No,thisispaybackhoney"hestandsup

andgoestothebathroom.Wow!DidMandlajustdo

thattome?IadmitIdidthesamethingtohimnot

solongagobutthathurtmecomingfromhim.I

gathermyselftogetherandsitdownonthebed.

20minuteslaterheemergesfromthebathroom

withatowelwrappedaroundhislowerbody.

Me:"BabyIwantedtoaskyousomething"

Mandla:"Shoot"

Me:"WhenareyougoingbacktoJohannesburg?"

Mandla:"Icangoanytime.Whydoyouask?"

Me:"Howaboutyourbusiness,don'tyouremployees

needsomesupervision"

Mandla:"Afriendofmine,Mxolisiiscurrentlyin

chargeofmybusiness.Doyouwantmetogo

away?"

Me:"No,butIgotacceptedbyafewuniversitiesin

JohannesburgandIwashopingwewouldfinally



moveoutofhereandgotoJohannesburgwith

Owethuorcourse.Iwantustoliveasafamilyfrom

nowon"

Mandla:"Wowreally!I'mreallygladtheyaccepted

yousthandwasami.AndyesIthinkitisduetimewe

moveoutofhere.Ican'twaittotakeyoubackthere

withme"

Me:"GreatIguessyou'llhavetotalktoyourmom

becauseyouknowshe'sbeengoingthroughalot

latelyandOwethuistheonethatbringssomelife

intoher.Idon'tthinkshe'llbehappy"

Mandla:"You'reright,butsheneedstofindsolace

andmoveonfromthepast.I'lltalktoherokay"

Me:"Pleasedo"

Mandla:"I'llcallmyfriendstoorganiseahousing

agentandwecanviewsomehomesaround

Johannesburg."

Me:"That'sgoingtotaketime,canweviewthem

onlinetonightperhaps.Iwon'thavetimetolook

aroundandstillbuyfurnitureforthenewhouse.I'll

befocusingonmystudies"



Mandla:"Okay,iunderstandandI'llalsobegoing

backtoworkandI'msureIwon'thavetimefor

rearrangingfurniture"

Me:"Great!!Areyougoinganywheretoday?"

Mandla:"No,butI'mthinkingofgoingtomeetthe

gangandpaythemfortheirhardworkthey'vebeen

doingsofar"

Me:"CanIgowithyou?"

Mandla:"No,it'snotsafeforyouthere"Irollmyeyes

andgototakeaquickshower,whenIcomeoutof

thebathroomfrommyshowerIfindhimdressingup

inbluejeansandawhitegolfshirtandwhitetakkies.

Ilotionandwearawhitedressandyellowsandals.I

takeOwethuinmyarmsandtakehimwithmetothe

TVroomandthenstartbreastfeedinghim.Ithought

hewouldsleepbutitseemsthemilkhasn'tmade

himdrunkyetbecauseyhuuOwethulovesmilk.Iput

himonthesofaandmakehimtolayonhisback.He

goesabouthisbusinessandstartsplayingwithhis

handsandkickshislegsintheair.Owethuissocute

andadorable.Istillcan'tbelievethatI'mamother



andawifeatthisage,itwasn'tsolongagothatI

metMandlaandIhatedhim,whoknewtodaywe

wouldbewherewearetodayandwithacutebaby.

Timereallydidflybyfastforthebothofus.Ilookat

Owethuandvowtoprotecthimatalltimesandto

lovehimwithallthatIam.Lwandleenterstheroom

andgreetsme.

Lwandle:"Makoti"

Me:"Goodmorning"

Lwandle:"You'reupearly,didyoueat?"

Me:"NotyetandI'mnotthathungryeither"

Lwandle:"LOLokaywhere'sMandla?"

Me:"He'saround,Idon'tthinkhe'sgoneyet"

Lwandle:"Ohokay.Whatareyougettingupto

today?"

Me:"NothingYazi,perhapsI'llgotakeawalkwith

Owethuhowaboutyou?"

Lwandle:"I'mgoingtoseeasickfriendinhospital"

Me:"Ohwhathappenedtoyourfriend?"



Lwandle:"Hewasshotinhisleginanapparentbreak

inwhereheworks"

Me:"Whuu,that'sbad.Ihopehegetswellsoon"

Lwandle:"Metoo,Icomereallyfarwiththisperson.

Letmegoeat"

Me:"Cool"

*****OutsidetheXuluhouse*****

OneofthemaidsishandwashingsomeoftheXulu

familyclothes.Ntandoappearsinablackskirtanda

whitetopwithsunglassesonandaveryoldwigso

shecan'tberecognised.Shewalksbehindthemaid

andtapsonhershoulder.Themaidturnsaround

andisafraidbecauseNtandohasheratgunpoint.

Ntando:"ScreamandI'llblowyourmind"

Themaidnods.

Ntando:"What'syourname?"

"NameisVictoria"

Ntando:"Victoria,Idon'twanttohurtyouatallbutI

needyoutohelpoutwithsomethingsosmall"



Victoria:"Whyme?Ican'thelpyou"

Ntando:"Youasktomanyquestions.Youworkfor

MandlaXuluright?"

Victoria:"Yes"

Ntandopullsoutaredliquidfromherbreastsand

handsittothemaid.

Victoria:"Thisiswhat?"

Ntando:"WellyouseeVictoriayouaregoingtoput

thisinMandla'sfoodtoday"

Victoria:"Haaaumuthi!!No,I'msorryIcan'tdothis"

Ntando:"Yesyouwill"

Ntandopullsoutabrownenvelopefilledupwith

cash.ShethrowsittoVictoriaandVictorialooksat

itwithawe.

Ntando:"Iknowtheypayyoupeanutshere.Inthat

envelopeisR10000cash.Justputthatinhisfood

andIwon'tbotheryouagain"

Victoria:"But.."

Ntando:"DoitorI'llfinishyourhusbandthat'sin



hospitalcurrentlyinICU.YesIknowabouthim.Don't

testme.AndgivethisnotetoMandla"shehands

Victoriaapinkenvelope.Looksaroundandthen

walksawayintotheshadows.

Victoria:"OhNkosiYami"sheshakesherheadand

hideseverythinginherbreastsandthencontinues

withthelaundry.

**********************************************

VictoriawalksbackintothehouseandfindsMandla

onhisIPad.

Mandla:"Morningma,pleasemakemequick

breakfast.Ineedtobeoutofherein30minutes"

Victoria:"Whatwouldyouliketohave?"

Mandla:"Eggsandbaconwoulddo"

Victoria:"Yessir"

Shepullsoutthepansandtheeggsandbaconand

friessomeforhim.ThewholetimeMandlais

focusedonhisIPad.Assheisdishingupforhim,

NomzamowalkswithOwethuinherarms.Victoria

bitesherlips,shecan'triskbeingcaught.



Nomzamo:"Heyma"

Victoria:"Yebosisi"

Shepullsouttheredliquidfromherbreastsand

looksoverhershoulderstoseeifanyonehaseyes

onher.Shenoticesthatthecoupleishavinga

conversationtogetherandthenshesprinklessome

oftheredliquidinthefood.OhhNkosiYamiVictoria

saysinhermind.Shepullsouttheletter,breathesin

andthenplacesthefoodonthetrayandgrabsa

glassandajugofjuiceandputsitallinonetray.

SheturnsaroundandgivesthetraytoMandla.

Nomzamo:"Ouch!!"

Mandla:"Babyyini?"

Nomzamo:"Ijusthadabangingheadacheonthe

sideofmyhead.Ouch!"

Mandla:"Itjustcamenow?"

Nomamzo:"YeahIhavenoIdeawhereitcomes

from"

Victoria:"Uhmnomzane,todayoutsidetherewasa

girlwhogavemethisletterandshesaidImustgive



toyou"

Mandla:"Agirl?"

Victoria:"Yessir"

Herippedtheenvelopeopen,unfoldedtheletter.

-I'MCOMINGTONIGHT,7PMI'LLBETHERE

LOVENTANDO-

Heclickedhistongueandthencrushedtheletterin

hishand.

Nomzamo:"What'sgotyouallworkedup?"

Mandla:"Nothingserious,letmegetyousomepills"

Hestandsupfromhischair,andwalksaway.

Victoria:"Thefoodisgoingtogetcold"

Nomzamo:"It'sokayVictoria,I'lleatit"

Victoria:"Nononoyoucan'teatit"

Nomzamo:"IamabouttotakemymedicationsoI

needtoeatsomethingorelsethosepillswon'tbe

effective"

Victoria:"Nononomadman"



Nomzamo:"Excuseme"

Victoria:"ErrMadamthereistoomuchsaltinthe

foodandIknowyoudon'tlikesaltthatmuch.I'll

makesomethingelseforyou".

Nomzamo:"Uhmmokay.I'llmakemyownbreakfast

it'sokay"

Victoria:"Okaymadman.LetmeholdOwethu".

NomzamofrownsatVictoriaandshiftsherfocus

fromherhandsthebabytoherandpreparesher

ownfood.Mandlacomesbackwiththepillsand

givesthemtoNomzamo.Hesitsdown,grabshis

plateandpicksuphisforkandknife.Hecuts

throughtheeggsandliftthefoodtohismouth.

Tobecontinued....
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Nomzamo'sPOV.

HisphoneringsandhelooksatthecallerIDthen

putstheforkdownandanswershisphonein

anotherroom.Itmustbeanimportantcallbecause

hedidn'tansweritnexttome.Isitdownandeatmy

breakfast.Hecomesbackandhasaworried

expressiononhisface.

Me:"What'swrong?"

Mandla:"Nothing,butweneedtoleave"

Me:"We?"

Mandla:"YesnowNomzamo"hetookthebabyfrom

Victoria'shandsandthegrabbedthecarkeysthat

wereonthetableandgrabbedmebythearm.He

pulledmeoutofthehouse,andthenopenedthecar

andpushedmetogetbehindandhandedme

Owethu.

Mandla:"Fastenyourseatbelt!"Iwassoconfused

andafraidthatIfastenedtheseatbeltwithhasty

shakyhands.Heshutthedoorhardandthenran

aroundtohisside.Owethustartedcryinginmyarms.

Oh-ohthisisn'tagoodsign.Hegotinsideofthecar



andstartedthecaranddidn'tevenwaitlongerand

thereversedinfullspeed,acceleratedthecarand

spedoutofthehousehold.

Me:"WhatthehellisgoingonMandla?"

Heignoredmeandkeptonspeedingwhilelooking

attherearviewmirror,asiftoseeifanyonewas

followingus.

Me:"I'mtalkingtoyouMandla.Whatthefuckis

goingon?"thistimemyvoicewaslouderandhe

shoutedbackatme.

Mandla:"NomzamoIjustreceivedacallandwe'rein

gravedanger!!NowpleaseshutupwhileIthinkofa

plantogetusoutofheresafely"

OwethuwasstartingtocryhystericallyandIlooked

atMandlawithasadexpression.Didhejustshoutat

melikeI'ma5yearoldchild?Tearsfelldownmy

faceandIlookedatmybabywhowasfeelingthe

tension.Iplacedhisheadonmyshoulderand

startedhushingsohecanbequiet,afterawhileI

hearhimstarttoquietdown.Hedrivesforaboutan

houruntilwegettothishousenearDurban.Ita



homepaintedincreamwhitewithalotofplantsand

treesatthegate.Heparksinsideandthengetsout

quicklyfromhissideandcomestoopenmydoor,he

helpsmegetoutofthecarandthenIcomeoutand

lookathouse.Itlookscosyandcute,isthis

supposedtobeasecrethomethatheownsfor

timeslikethis.

Mandla:"Let'sgoin,there'ssomeoneIwantyouto

meet"

Ijustnodandheholdmyhandandknocksatthe

door.Aftertwoknocksaoldwhitewomanopensthe

doorandissurprisedtoseemeandMandla.

"Bob,he'sback!!"

Mandla:"HeyMarg"thehugeachotherandshe

plantsakissonthesideofhischeek.Okay!!Iguess

I'mmissingoutsomecontenthere.Shethenlooks

atmeandbackatMandla.

Marg:"Isthisher?"

Mandla:"Yep,thisismybeautifulwife,Nomzamo"he

placeshishandonmyshoulderandsmilesatme.

Anelderlymanopenthedoorwidersowecanalso



seehimbehindher.HesmilesandhugsMandla.

Marg:"Bobthisishiswife"

Bob:"OhhimynameisBobandthisismywife

MargaretbuteveryonecallsherMarg.Mandlahas

toldusalotaboutyou.Pleasecomein"Ilookat

Mandlaandhesmilesareassuringsmileatmeand

shiftshiseyestotheoldcoupleleadingtheway.

Marg:"Please,let'stakeaseat"

Theirlivingroomissocozyandgorgeouswithdark

chocolatecolorsandplantsaroundus.

Bob:"IsthatMandlaJunior?"

Mandla:"Yeah,we'venamedhimOwethuLwandile

Marg:"He'sgrownbig,canIholdhimplease?"

Margseemedlikeaniceladybutit'stoosoonforme

totrustherandgivehermybaby.Ilookatherand

clingontightlytoWethu.

Marg:"OhIunderstand,I'msorry.Nomzamoright?"

Me:"Yes"

Marg:"I'veheardsomuchaboutyou,youmustbe



gladtohaveyourfamilyalltogether"

Me:"Yeahitdoesmakemehappy"

Bob:"SoMandlawhat'supson.Areyoufacing

challenges?"

Mandla:"YouknowmetoowellBob,Ineedyouto

pleasekeepmywifeandbabysafehereinyour

home"

Me:"Excuseme!Whatdoyoumeanbythat?"

Mandla:"Nomzamo,Ineedyoutostayhereandnot

goanywhereokay.Iwouldhavetakenyoutoyour

mom'shousebutIknowyou'llbesafeherewithBob

andMarg"

Me:"Kantiwhatisreallygoingon?"

Mandla:"NothingmuchbutIcan'triskyourlife,let

alonethelifeofouryoungonehere"

Me:"Kodwa.."

Mandla:"Don'tworry,I'vegoteverythingunder

control.I'llsendabaghereforyouandOwethu"

IlookatOwethuandnoticethathisdiaperisfulland



hisclothesareabitwet.HowcouldIhavebeenso

negligenttohim,Ineedtochangehisdiaper.

Me:"Excusememamdoyoubyanychancehaveany

diapershere.Iknowit'saninconveniencelooking

thatyoumightnothaveanysmallchildrenaround

here"

Marg:"Matteroffact,Ido.Mandladidn'ttakethe

packetthatheleftherewhenhebroughtOwethu

here"

Me:"Wethuhasbeenherebefore?"IlookatMandla

andheconfirmsbynoddinghishead.

Mandla:"ItwasafterItookourbabyfrom

Cassandra"

Me:"Mhhh"

Marg:"Come,I'llshowyouyourroom"Istandupand

followher,theirhomeismostlyfilledwithpictures

ofthemandayoungwhiteboy.They'resmilingin

mostofthepictures.

Me:"Isthisyourson?"

Marg:"Ohyeah,hisnameisAnthony"



Me:"Isheworking?"

Shelooksatmeoverhershoulderandthenlooks

down,IguessIstruckanerveandsomething

happenedtoherson.Shedoesn'treplybacktome

insteadshecontinueswalkingandopensthedoorto

aroomwithdarkfurniture.Mostlyblackandhintsof

redthereandthere.

Marg:"UhmthiswasMandla'sroombutyoucanuse

itfornowandthediapersareinthedrawersover

there"

Me:"Thankyousomuch"

Marg:"I'llbepreparinglunchsoonsopleasedocome

andeatwithus"

Me:"Thankyousomuch.Iamhungrycometothink

ofit"

Shesmilesandwalksout,Ilookaroundandsearch

theroomforthediapers,Ifindthemandalsofinda

cuteblanketinthedrawers.There'sabathroomin

theroomandIgointherelookingforatowel.Ifind

oneandthenplaceitonthebedandundressmy

smallpumpkin.Ichangehisdiaperandthenbreast



feedhim.Afterfiveminuteshe'salreadysleeping.I

coverhimwiththeblanketandthenwalkbackto

whereeveryoneis.AsI'mapproachingIhearthem

havingaconversation.

Bob:"DamnMandla!!Areyouevensurewe'resafe

here"Istandbehindthewallandlistentothem.

Mandla:"IknowBob,butIswearyou'resafe.They

willneverknowshe'shere"

Bob:"Ihopeso"

Mandla:"Heretakethis"Ipeepoverwithmyoneeye

andseehimhandBobagun.

Mandla:"Youdoknowhowtouseitright?"

Bob:"Yeah,youhavemyword.Iwillkeephersafe"

Mandla:"Thankyou,ifanythingbadhappenstome

pleasedon'ttellheruntilthedustsettles"

TheyhugeachotherandthenIwalkinonthem.

Mandla:"JustthepersonIwantedtosee,comelet's

talkoutside"hestretcheshishandoutformeandI

takehishandandheleadsmeoutthebackdoor.

Theyhavealargeyardwithgrassandapool.



Mandla:"I'mleavingnowNomzamoandIhaveno

ideawhenI'llbeback"

Me:"What?!"

Mandla:"YeswhatI'mabouttodoisavery

dangerousmissionandIcan'triskyourlife.SoI

needyoutostayhereanddon'tleavethehouse.

Here"

HehandsmeaUSBandIlookatit.

Me:"What'sthis?"

Mandla:"That'sveryimportantinformationthatI

needyoutokeep.Don'tloseitokay"

Me:"Whyareyougivingittome?"

Mandla:"BecauseIknowwithyouit'sinsafehands"

Me:"Whatiftheyfindme?"

Mandla:"Theywon't.Trustme"

Me:"Okay,I'llkeepit.Butpleasedocallme"

Mandla:"Ican'tdothat,becauseoncetheyfindout

theyIdon'thavethat,nextpersonthey'regoingto

huntdownisyouandIcan'triskthat"



Me:"Okay,Ihearyou"

Mandla:"Iloveyouokay"

Hedrawsclosertomeandwekiss.

Me:"Iloveyoutoo,takecareofyourself"

Mandla:"Iwill"

Helooksatmeandthenwalksaway.Iknowfrom

herehe'sgoingtowherevertodealwiththeenemies.

Tearsstartfallingdownmyfacebecausethis

remindsmeofthetimewhenIwaspregnantwith

Owethuandtheytookhimawayfromus.AmIgoing

tofacethesameinjusticeagainthistime?He'sbeen

tellingmeabouthisenemiesbutI'veneverseen

themandIdon'tevenknowtheauthoritythatthey

have.Idon'tevenknowiftheywilloverpowerhim

andperhapskillhimthistime.I'mconcernedforhis

ownlife.Iwipemytearsoffandturnaroundtoa

worriedMarg.

Marg:"He'llbeback.He'sayoungstronglad"

Me:"Howdoyouknowthat?"

Marg:"ItwasmyhusbandandIwhonoticedhim



whenhewasshitseveraltimeandwetookhimto

hospital.Doctorstoldusitwasanimpossiblecase

andthathewouldn'tlive.Hewasonthemachinefor

weeks,butatthelaststrawhepulledthrough.He

foughtbecauseofyouandyourson"

Tearsbegantofalldownmyface.Shedrewmy

closerandgavemeawarmhug.

Marg:"Calmdown,okay.You'reinsafehandswith

us"

Me:"Thankyou"

Marg:"Nowlet'sgosetupthetable.Shesmiledat

me,heldmyhandandledmebackintothehouse

andIhelpedhersetthetable.Weatethelunchthat

shemadeandImustsayitwasmouthwateringand

exquisite.

-

Nightimecameanditwastimeformetosleep.I

tookashowerandworethenightgownthatMarg

borrowedmeandgotunderthecovers.Iclosedmy

eyesandslept.



Gooh

Gooh

Gooh

Iimmediatelywakeupandtrytofindthebedside

lamp.Ahandstopsmeandquicklycoversmy

mouthbeforeIscream.He'sweighingdownonme

withhishandandIampowerless.

Tobecontinued....
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*

AfterkissingNomzamo,Iwalkedoutofthehouse

andintomycar.It'sgoingtobealongbattleanda

hardoneindeed.IsearchformyphoneandwhenI

findit,IdialSthupasnumber.Heanswersonthefirst

ring.



Sthupa:"Surebozza"

Me:"Listenhere,Ineedyoutogettheguystogether.

Demyanhasnowfoundoutaboutmyexistenceand

Ineedtotakehimout.Forgoodthistime"

Sthupa:"Suresurebozza,I'lldojustthat"

Me:"Andsendoneguytomyhouseandaskoneof

themaidstopackabagupformywifeandson"

Sthupa:"Okay,areyoucomingdownhere?"

Me:"Yes,I'mcomingthere.Getthegunsandallthe

ammunition"

Sthupa:"Surebozza"Icutthecallandthenputmy

phonedown.IfMuzicalledmetoinformmeabout

Demyanfindingoutaboutmewhatabouthim.Igrab

myphoneagainanddecidetocallhim.Itringsand

eventuallyheanswers.

Muzi:"YeahWassup?"

Me:"DidDemyanfindoutaboutyoutoo?"

Muzi:"Notyet,whereareyourightnow?"

Me:"I'monmywaytothewarehousetogetmymen.



We'refinishinghimofftonight"

Muzi:"Mandlalistenherethat'sabadidea.Goback

homeanddon'tcomeout"

Me:"NoIwon'tletthathappen.Mylifeisatriskand

soismyfamily's"

Muzi:"Lookthatguyhasbeenterrorisingourfamily

foralongtimenowandIknowwhathewantsbut

wecan'tjustgiveupthatinformationaway.Laylow"

Me:"Sorrybrother,I'minchargenow"Icutthecall

andcontinuedriving.Igettothewarehouseand

thenfindthemenreadyforaction.Ichangeand

wearabulletproofvest.

Me:"Okaylistenupgents,theenemythatwe'regoing

tobefacingtodayisanoldrivalrydatingbackto

whenmybrotherwastheleaderofthiscrewand

todayIseethathehasintentionsofharmingnot

onlymebutmyfamily.Sourcesrevealthathewillbe

infiltratingmyhometodayinsearchofimportant

information.Buthehasanotherthingcomingright?"

"Yessir!"theychanttogetheratonce



Me:"Wonderdul,let'sgettowork.Everybodygraba

gunandlet'sallgetinthetruck.Theyallgrabtheirs

andwewalkoutandfillupinthetruck.

*

*******I'mthewarehouse******

OneoftheguysworkingforMandlawatches

everyonewalkingoutofthewarehouseandintothe

truck.Helooksoverhisshoulderandaroundtosee

ifnooneislookingathimsothathecanmakehis

call.Hechecksandnooneisonthelookout.He

takesouthisphonefromhispocketanddialshis

number.

"Sure"

Demyan:"Whatcanyoutellme?"

"We'reallabouttogetinthecarandwe'reaboutto

go?"

Demyan:"SoIcanstrikenow?"

"Yesboss"

Demyan:"Okay.Youwillgetthebalanceofthecash

afterIgethiminmyclutches"



"Okay"

Heendsthecallandthenentersthetruckwithall

themen.

************************

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Sthupaistheonewho'sdrivingandI'mseatedinthe

passengerside.

Sthupa:"Sobozzadoyouhaveaplan?"

Me:"Theplanistokillallthosemenandleave

Demyanandmakehimsufferforawhile.Iwantto

takeawayhisstrengthandhispower.He'snothing

withouthismen"

Sthupa:"Let'sjusthopewewon'tbewalkingintothe

lionsden"

Me:"Lionsdenatwhosehouse?"

Sthupa:"DoesLwandleknowaboutallofthis?"

Me:"Shit,howcouldIforgettoinformheraboutthe

dangerthat'sshe'sabouttoface"



Isearchformyphoneanddialhernumber.Itrings

andgoesunanswered.Shit!!Thecarstopsallofa

sudden.Ilookup.

Me:"Hey,what'sthe...."

Theyhaveussurrounded,howthefuckdidthis

happen.Infrontofusandaroundthetruckaremen

withgunspointedatus.Thesonofabitchappears

fromthisothercarwithabigsmileonhisfaceand

sauntersovertomysideofthecarandopensthe

door.

Demyan:"Boo!!"

Fuck!IshouldhavelistenedtoMuzi'swarning.

Demyan:"TheegreatMandla,Iseeyouhavenine

liveslikeacat"

Me:"Youwon'tgetawaywiththis"Ispitinhisface.

Helooksawedandthenwipesoffthespit.

Demyan:"Ialreadyhaveyoubastard.Nowgetthe

fuckoutofthiscar.Allofyou!!"

Wegetoutthetruck,meandmymenandhemakes

usallliedownonourabdomensandstripsusofthe



onlythingthatmanusesthesedaystofightbattles.

Ourguns.Hegathersallthegunsandputsthemina

bigbagandtiesthemup.

Demyan:"Takethemtomycar,shootallthesemen

andtakehimtothecar"

Me:"Noo!Youcan'tkillallmymen"

Demyan:"Shootthemall!"

Afewguyscometoliftmeupoffthefloorand

forcefullytakemetothecar.Itryfightingbutthree

bigmenaren'tthateasytotakeon.Thepushmein

thecarandoneofthementerswith.

"Ifyoutryanything,I'llshootyou.Doyou

understand?"

Me:"Mxm"

Bang!!

Thefirstgunshotgoestooneofmyguys.Ifeel

helplessandpowerless.Demyanishumiliatingme

again,he'sstrippingmeofmypoweragain.He's

beingthedominantoneagain.He'srepeatingthe

samethingagain.AtthispointI'mevendoubtingmy



poweroverhim.HedidthisbeforewithMuziand

nowhe'sdoingittome,forthesecondtime.Atthis

pointI'mevenreadytogiveupandlethimrule,but

thedesireinmewantstofightonandandtakehim

on.Perhapsnowisn'tthetime,onedayIwillgethim.

ThecardrivesoffandIgettoseeSthupatryingto

fightoneoftheguysinsteadtheypinhimdownand

startshootingathim.Mymostloyalcompanion.

WhathaveIgottenmyselfinto.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

"IfyouscreamIwillhurtyou.Doyouunderstand?"

Inodandhelet'sgoofmeandputsthelampstand

on.Waitthisguylooksfamiliar,don'tIknowhim

fromsomewhere.

"I'mnotheretohurtyou,Iwantustoworktogether"

Me:"Idon'tknowwhatyou'retalkingaboutanddon't

Iknowyoufromsomewhere"



"Yeswe'vemetbefore,Ihelpedyoufromthatguy

whotriedtorobyounotsolongago"

Me:"Thenwhatareyoudoinghere?"

"ThismightbeashocktoyoubutmynameisMuzi,

MuzikayiseXulu"

Me:"Nooo,you'resupposedtobedead!"

Muzi:"That'swhateveryonethoughtbutI'vebeen

perfectallalong"

Me:"It'sbeenalmost7yearsthough,whydidn'tyou

showup?"

Muzi:"That'snotimportantnow,weneedtodiscuss

theissueofMandla"

Me:"Ohmyword,didanythinghappentohim?"

Muzi:"I'mafraidso.Theycaughthimonhiswayto

thehouseandtheytookhim.WhereIdon'tknow,but

Ibelievetheytookhimtothehousesothathecan

givethemthatUSB"

Me:"HowdoyouknowabouttheUSB"

Muzi:"EverythingonthatUSBiswhatIputinthere.



TheUSBhasinformation,dirtyinformationabout

everypolitician,businessman,ministersofthe

countryandeventhepresident.Theywanttousethis

informationtoblackmailthemandrulethiscountry,

theywanttobeonthetopofthefoodchain"

Me:"Ohmygosh!Howdidyougetthisinformation?"

Muzi:"I'vebeecollectingitsinceIcameintothedark

worldindustry,lookcanweworktogetherhere"

Me:"I'mnotsure,Mandlastrictlytoldmetostay

homeandneverleavehereuntilhecallstoclearthe

air"

Muzi:"Nomzamo,Mandlahasnothing.Theykilledhis

crewandtookalltheguns,he'sonhisownright

now"

Me:"Areyoubeingserious?"

Muzi:"Yes.Weneedtoworkoutaplantogetthese

guysgonefromourlivesonceandforall"

Me:"Ican'tevenhelpyoubecauseI'mnotthattype

ofgirl.Idon'tevenknowhowtooperateagun"

Muzi:"I'mnotaskingyoutohelpmeouttomorrow



already,wedon'thavetorush.Ijustneedyoutobe

around"

Me:"Isitonlygoingtobemeandyou?"

Muzi:"NoIhavemorepeoplewhoarebehindmy

backandwillingtohelpbringdownDemyan.People

whohehasterrorizedandhurt"

Me:"Youhaveallthatyouneed,whoamI?"

Muzi:"OncetheyrealisethatMandladoesn'thavethe

USBtheywillsuspectnoonebutyouandbasically

you'regoingtobebait"

Me:"Ah!Ican'triskmylifelikethat!"

Muzi:"IneedyouNomzamo.Icantrainyou"Istare

offintothewindowandbackathim.I'mreally

skepticalaboutallthis,IwanttohelpMandlabutI

can'triskmylifeandthiscouldbemychanceto

showMandlathatIalsohaveitinme.ButwhatifI

getshotorIdie.WhowilltakecareofWethu.

Me:"Okay.I'llhelpyouout"

Muzi:"Great!Nowlook,tomorrowI'llbebackandyou

needtoalertBobandhiswifethatI'llbecoming



heretomorrowmorningwithmenandtheyshouldn't

panic"

Me:"Ihavenoideahowthey'llreactbutIwilltrythem

out"

Muzi:"Great,goodnightokay,we'lltalktomorrow.

Here'smynumber.OhandbeforeIforget,thebag

thatMandlawantedhisguystobringisrightthere"

Me:"Thankyou"

Itakethecardandhewalksoutoftheroom.Ihave

noideahowheevengotinintothehouseIlookover

atWethuandhe'sstillsleeping.Iswitchthelightoff

andthengetinthecoverstosleep.

Iwakeupandtakeaquickbathandthencheckto

seewhatIcanwearinthebagthatMuzibrought.I

takeoutalltheclothesandsortoutminesand

Wethu.Iendupwearingbluejeansandasimple

blacktshirtandanallstarshoe.Itiemyhairup,and

thentakeWethuwithmetothekitchen.There's

beensomenoiseintheresoperhapsMargisup

already.

Me:"Goodmorning"



Marg:"Heyhowareyou?"

Me:"I'mallgoodcanwetalk?"

Marg:"Yeahsure"

Me:"I'mnotsureifMandlatoldyouabouthisbrother

Muzi"

Marg:"Hementionedhimonceandthathe'sdead

right?"

Me:"That'swhateveryonethought,butlastnighthe

cametoseeme"

Marg:"What?!"

Me:"Ithoughtsotoo,hecameandtoldmethatthey

endedupbustingMandla,killedallthemenandthey

havehimcaptiveagain"

Marg:"NoNomzamo,thiscan'thappenagain"

Me:"IknowandMuzireachedouttomeandhe

askedmeforhelpandIagreed.Iwantedtoknowif

it'sokayhecomesheretoday"

Marg:"Ireallydon'thaveaproblem,justdowhatyou

havetotogetMandlaback"



Me:"Thankyousomuch"Ihugherandshehugsme

back.

Marg:"CanIholdhim?"

Me:"Yes"

There'saknockatthedoorandIgotoanswer.It's

Muzi.Damnhe'searly,it'sonlylast7inthemorning.

Me:"Hey,pleasedocomein"

He'snotalone,hewalksinwithfiveotherpeople.

Oneofthembeingawoman.

Me:"I'llintroduceyoutoMarg,comethisway"

IleadthemtowhereMargis.

Me:"MargthisisMuziandhisfriends"

Marg:"Theylookexactlythesame,hiI'mMargand

I'mreallyclosetoMandla"

Muzi:"Isee,mamcanwepleasebeallocateda

privateroomsowecandiscussourplan"

Marg:"Ohyes,youcanusethebarnoutside"

Me:"Thisway"



*

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

WeparkoutsideourhomeandInoticeLwandlescar

isoutsideandsoisacarthatI'veneverseenbefore.

It'salmostnighttimeandthepullmeoutthecar.

Demyan:"Don'tmakethishardonusokay,youjust

havetogiveustheUSBandwe'llmakeiteasyon

youandyourwife"

Me:"Huh"Iclickmytongueandtheypushmetothe

door.

Lwandle:"He..."shescreamsandtriestorunbutone

ofthemisquickenoughtograbherbythehairand

pullherdowntotheground.Herheadhitsthetile

andsheremainsdownforawhile.She'sprobably

unconsciousfornow,Demyanisgoingtopayfor

this.



Mom:"Hauwhat'sgoingonhere"sheappearsfrom

downthepassagehallandthenwhenshenotices

meandthebadguys,shefreezes.Theypointagun

atherandtellhertowalkovertowherewewere.

Demyan:"Gathereveryoneandbringthemallhere

andwatchoverthem.You,Iknowwhereyouhidthe

USBlet'sgo"

Theypushmeallthewaytomyroom,theopenthe

doortoahorrificsite.Ntandoisonmybedinfullred

lingerie,shehasrosesonthebedandhassome

candleslitandsomechocolatesonthebed.

Ntando:"Final..."shedoesn'tfinishhersentence

whensherealizesthedangershe'sin.She

immediatelygrabsherrobeandcoversherselfwith

it.

Me:"Whatareyoudoinghere?"

Tobecontinued...
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*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Demyan:"Ohsothisisyourdearwifeey,comehere

dear"

Me:"No.."justasIamabouttoexplainthatthisis

notherhethrowsapunchonmyjaw,bloodsplatters

outmymouthandIlookathimdeadintheeye.

Demyan:"ShutupI'mtalkingtoyourwifehere,

respectourconversation"

NtandoapproacheshimcarefullyandIcanseethat

she'sshakingandverymuchnotcomfortable.Eish,

whatisshedoingherethough?Atthispoint,I'mglad

Nomzamowasn'ttheonetofallvictimofallthis,

she'stoomuchofasoftie.Idon'tthinkshewould

havehandledthebiggunsbeforemyface.

Demyanpullsherclosertohimandthey'reliterally

hiptohip.Heholdsherbythewaistandhisother

handiscaressingherface.

Demyan:"Lookheresweetheart,I'mreallysorryIhad



toinvadeyourprivacybutIreallyneedsomething

okay"

Ntandonodsherheadvigorouslywithhereyeson

thegun.

Me:"Sheknowsnothingaboutwhatyouwant

Demyan"

Hegivesmeaseriouslookandattheguybesides

andnodsasignalattheguyandhethrowsanother

punchatme.Geez,atthisrateImightevenbreak

myjawbecauseofthisguy.

Demyan:"Now,youshouldknowyourhusbandbetter

thananythingright.WhereistheUSB?"

Ntando:"What?"

Demyan:"Ohdon'tactobliviouslikeyourdearest

husband,justshowmewhereitisandI'llletyougo

andyoursorryasshusband"

Ntando:"I'mreallysorrysirbutIhavenoideawhat

you'retalkingabout"

Demyanlooksherintheeyesandlooksatherand

immediatelyIseehimstrikeandgrabherbythe



neck.She'schokingfordearsakeandistryingto

removehishandsfromherneckbuthe'sjusttoo

powerfulforher.Icanseeherslowlyloseher

oxygenandthenthestruggleends.She'spassedout.

Demyan:"Takehersomewhere,whenshewakesup

killher"

TheydragNtandooutoftheroom.

Me:"What?"

Demyan:"You'regoingtosufferalongbrutaldeath,

justgivetheUSBup"

Me:"WhatmakesyouthinkIwouldgiveittoacruel

andevilmanlikeyou"

Demyan:"Yourbrothersufferedthesamefatelike

you,isthathowyouwanttodie?Inthefootstepsof

yourbrother?"

Me:"Lookhere,Idon'tcarewhatyoudotomebut

onethingIknowthatUSBisn'thereatall.Iputaway.

Farfromyou"

Demyan:"Ilikehowyouthinkthisisabigjoke.I'll

showyouwhatabigjokeyoulooklikerightnow"



Hesignalshistwofingerstotheguysthattheymust

nowdragmesomewhereelse.Thepullmeandwe

gotothelivingroomwherealltheworkersandmy

momandsisterare.TheyalllooksohelplessandI

cantellNtandolooksfrustratedthatshecan'thelp

muchtoprotectmeandmyfamilyaswell.He

searchestheroomandthenwalksovertomymom.

Hepullsherupandholdsaguntoherhead.Woah!!

Thisguyhastakenittoofar.

Me:"Youwouldn't"Ichallengehim.

Demyan:"Ididsowithyourfatherwhatdoyouthink

willstopmenow?"

Me:"Yousonofabitch!!"

Demyan:"Ihavenoideawhyyou'remakingthis

difficultonyourself.Tellmewhereitisnoworyou're

dead,andyourfamilyincluded"

Me:"Okay,I'lltellyoubutnothere"

IneedtothinkofsomethingtodistractDemyanfora

while.Ijustcan'tgiveawayinformationoftheUSB

letalonethepersonwhoiscurrentlykeepingit.I

didn'tthinkthisplanthroughandmyrecklessnessis



beingevidentnow.

Demyan:"Ibelieveyouhaveastudyhere,let'sgo"

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Thebarnlookslikeitusedtohavehorsesandallthe

animalsbutnowit'sjustemptyanddeserted.We

findasmallwoodentableinthebarnandthenhe

rollsouttheplanofthehouseattheXulu's.

Muzi:"Okaybeforewestart,Nomzamopleasemeet

thecrew.AsItoldyoubefore,theydon'tlikeDemyan

andwanttogetridofhimasmuchasIdoandthey

allhaveexperienceinthisfield.FirstlyI'dlikeyouto

meetChantelle"shestretchesherhandoutto

handshakeme.She'sthosescarycoloredwomen

withtattoosontheirarmsandshelookslikeshe

knowsherdeal.

Me:"Uhmhi"shedoesn'tspeakmuchbutnodsatme.

Muzi:"Andherewe'vegotRichie"healso



handshakesmeanditgoesonforawhilewithme

havingtohandshakeguysnamedRonaldowhois

whitebutMuzitellsmeheknowshowtothrowa

knifeatsomwone,aguywhocallshimselfBlack

Mambaandisverygoodwithcombatandanother

onewhocallshimselfViperwhoobviouslyknows

howtoshootandisalwaysontarget.Asfor

Chantelle,Iamtoldsheknowshowtoinflictpainon

ahumanbeing.Ihavenoideawhydopeopleinthe

darkworldalwayshavefunnyscarynamesbutI

knowverysoonIwillalsobeinvolved,perhapsI

shouldcreateanicknameformyselfalso.PerhapsI

shouldcallmyselfMamawiththeguns.Lol.Ilaugh

attheideaandMuziaskswhatsfunny,Idismissmy

ridiculousnessandtellhimit'snothing.

Muzi:"Okay,nowMandlawasbeingstupidgoingto

warwithoutaplan.IswearIdidn'tteachhimtobe

likethat.Butanywaysweonlyhaveafewdays

beforeDemyanrealisesyouhavetheUSBand

comeslookingforyou,atthisrateIthinkitwillonly

takehimthenext48hourstofigureoutthat

somethingjustdoesn'taddup,soweneedtobeat



himathisowngame"

Chantelle:"DoesfarmJuliahereevenknowhowto

shoot"

Me:"UhmIdidgetafewlessonsnotsolongagoso

kinda"

Chantelle:"Takingherwithuswillbeasuicide

mission"

Muzi:"Iknowthat,that'swhyI'mhandingheroverto

yousoyoucanteachherthebasicsandhowto

shoot"

Chantelle:"Tellmeyou'rejoking"shechuckles

sarcasticallywhileshelooksatmeupanddown.

Headtotoe.

Muzi:"I'mnotbutItrustyou.Matteroffactafterwe

talkabouttheplan,we'reallgoingtouploadthegun

andyouwillteachherrighthere"

Chantelle:"But.."

Muzi:"Look,youcanpulloutanytimebutyouknow

I'mhelpingyougetyourrevenge"

Foraseconditlookslikesherecallsatimeinherlife



thatmighthaveaffectedherandshelooksathim

forasecond,looksatmeandtalks.

Chantelle:"Okay,let'stalk"

Muzi:"Good.Nowthisisthehouseandtheonlyentry

andexitisthegatebutthehousehassomany

escapesandhideouts.Nowifweenterthroughthe

gatetheymightspotusbeforeweinitiateourplan.

SoI'mthinkingwegetinthroughthebackofthe

yard"

Richie:"Isn'tthereanalarm?"

Muzi:"Ofcoursethereis,whatdoyoutakemyfamily

for?Anywaysthereisanalarm,nowRichiethat's

whereyoufallin.Iwillneedyoutosomehowcutoff

thealarmandIknowthatwilltriggerthealarm

peopleandthey'llbeatthehousewithin30minutes,

meaningwe'veonlygot30minutestotakeout

everyone."

Richie:"Uhmokay,andhowaboutyouguys?"

Muzi:"You'regoingtohavetocreateafake

employerscardandactasifyouworkforthealarm

companybecausewhentheycallwewillbeon



standby,youwillhavetoenterthepremiseswiththe

company'scarandthatwilldistractthemabitwhile

weenteratthebackofthehouse."

Muzi:"IsuggestyougoinwithViperbecauseonce

theyletyouguysin,Viperdon'thesitateshootthe

guysatthegate"

Viper:"IsthatalltheshootingIget?"

Muzi:"No,soafterstageoneiscompletewewill

havetothrowyouinNomzamoasbait.Ihave

similarUSBwithfakeinformation.Iknowtheywill

summonyouandyouwillwalkinthehouseand

handthemtheUSB"

Me:"WhatifIgetshot?"

Muzi:"Youwon't,matteroffactI'mthinkingyouenter

thehousewithme,ChantelleandBlackMamba

becausewhileyou'redealingwithDemyaninthe

frontofthehouse,wesilentlytakeoutalltheother

meninthehouseandweleavehimallaloneand

vulnerable.NowIdoknowhemightnoticesome

disturbancehejusthasthatinhim.Nowhemighttry

toforceustocomeoutbyholdingagunbyyour



headandatthatpointVipershouldappearfrom

behindhimandthenweallcomeoutandforcehim

toputhisgundownandthenwe'llseehowwekill

himthereafter"

Me:"Thenpleasedotellmewheredoesmehavingto

learnhowtoshootfitin?"

Muzi:"Demyaniscrazy,hemightactuallypullthe

triggersotheminuteyoufeelthreateneddon't

hesitatetopullthetriggerandshoothim.

Black:"Okay,Iagreewiththeplan"

Muzi:"Good,let'sgounloadthecarandgetallthat

weneedinhere."

Igooutandhelpthemout.Allthisjustseemstoo

crazy,whowouldhavethoughtthatonedayI'dbe

theonetohelpMandlaout.WhatwillMandlasay?

Doesheevenknowthathisallegeddeadbrotheris

aliveandkicking.Allthisreallybringssome

butterfliesinmystomach.WhatwillLwandlesay?I

amreallyscaredandnervousaboutthiswholething

butIbelieveMuzihaseverythingundercontrol,

seemslikeheknowswhathe'sdoingandapartof



meactuallyfeelssafearoundhim.

*

*

2dayslater

*

*

Iamshakingnervouslyandreallyanxious.It's5pm

intheafternoonandIambreastfeedingWethu.My

preciousboy,whoknowsperhapstodaymightbe

thelasttimeIseehimorhemightevenlosehis

fathertoday.AlloddsarescarybutIwillstill

continuewiththeplan.Muzicalledmeearliertoday

totellmethatDemyannowknowsaboutmehaving

theUSBandtoldmeweneedtogetthingsdone

earlierthanpossible.Hisgoonsmightcomehereat

MargandBob'shomesoMuziorderedthemtopack

theirclothesandmybaby'saswell,gavethemnew

namesandgavethemplaneticketstoMozambique.

Thisreallyisaseriousanddeadlyjob.Margwalksin

theroomandclearsherthroat.



Me:"Isittime?"

Marg:"I'mafraidso"

Me:"Okay,letmejustcleanhimupandmakesure

youhaveallthatyouneed"

IremoveWethufrommybreastandthenwipehim

withsomebabywipesandthencoverhimina

blanket.Ikisshimandtearsstartfallingdownmy

face.

Me:"Mommyisgoingtohelpdaddyoutokay,bea

goodboynowanddon'tbotherauntMarganduncle

Bobokay.Mommylovesyou"Ikisshimagainand

handhimovertoMarg.

Marg:"Ipromisewe'lltakegoodcareofhim"

Me:"Pleasedo,Iwillcallyouwhenthedusthas

settledandyouguyscancomeback"

Marg:"BesafeNomzamo,helpMandlaoutplease"

Me:"Iwill"shesmilesatmeandwalksoutwith

Wethuinherarms.Iwipemytearsandthenchange

intotheblackvestandblackpantsthatChantelle

thoughtwouldbeperfectforthismission.Ithen



wearmyblackleatherjacketandblackboots.Ilook

atmyselfinthemirrorbeforeIheadoutandthen

grabthegunthat'sonthebed.Iaimatmyselfatthe

mirror.

Bang.

Ihitthespot.ThehoursIspenttryingtolearnhowto

shootreallypaidoff.Somethinginmechanged,Ifelt

fierceanduntouchable.Myphoneringsandit'sMuzi,

Iknowhe'soutside.Idon'tevenanswerit.Ilookat

myselfonelasttimeandlaugh.

Me:"Let'sgokillthis"

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*



Igetoutsideandlockthedoorsofthehouse,we'll

obviouslytheywon'tevenbotherknockingbutIjust

lockjustfornje.Igetinthecarandwedriveoff,it's

almostat2hourdrivegoingtotheXuluhousehold

soI'mgladthatwe'regoingtostrikewhenit'sdark

outside.Thedarknessshallcoverusandkeepus

frombeingseen.

Muzi:"Areyouready?"

Me:"IambutI'mnervous"

Muzi:"Don'tbe,youcandothis"

Viper:"Ican'twaittilltheyseeyou"

Muzi:"Yeahey,thatwillbeabigsurprisetothem.A

evenbiggersurprisetoDemyan,thedevilhimself"

Chantelle:"Ibelieveinusguys,Demyansregnif

terrorendstonight"

Viper:"Ican'twaittoseethatbastarddie"

Me:"Uhm,okaythat'sabitextreme"

Muzi:"It'sactuallynot,whatthismandidtothese

peopleisreallydespicableandrevolting"



Me:"Uhmmokay"

Foraminutetherewassilenceinthecarandthen

Chantellespoke.

Chantelle:"Iwasonly14yearsoldwhenitall

happened.Mydadwasawellknowsgangsterwhere

welivedandheoncemadeadealwithDemyan.My

dadmadesureDemyanwassuppliedwiththebest

ofthebestbutDemyanwasevilandhadhisown

intentions.Onedayhekilledmydadinbroad

daylightandlaterblewupmyhome.Mymomand

smallsiblingswereinthereandIwasatschool.He

cametopickmeupatschoolandtoldmemydad

hadaskedhimgofetchme.Ididn'tknsobettersoI

followed.Ididn'tknowthatwasthedayhewould

sellmeoffasasexworkerinAmerica.Ihatethat

manandIwanttoseehimdead.WhenIwas18

yearsold,ikilledtheguywhokeptrapingmeall

thoseyearswithaknife.Iranawayfromthescene

andAlocalgangsterfoundmeandItoldhimmy

story.HealsohatedDemyan,tookmeinandtaught

mehowtofightformyselfbutlatergotkilledby

Demyan.I'minthiswarformyfatherandtheguy



whomademewhoIamtoday"

Me:"Wow!Ihadnoideayouhadtogothroughso

much.I'mreallysorry"

Chantelle:"IthappenedyearsagoitsokaynowbutI

wantmyrevenge"

Viper:"Demyanmessedwithallourfamilies,he

mademewatchmyfamilybeingslaughteredasif

theywerejustanimals.Iwatched5ofthemwithmy

owntwoeyesbeingslaughtered"

Black:"Hesaidhewasprotectingmebutheknewhe

wasdestroyingme.Iwasonceinhisgang,butthe

dayIfoundouthewasresponsibleforthedeathof

mythengirlfriendwhowaspregnantwithourchild,I

lostitandfoughtwithhim.Unfortunatelyhedidn't

diebutwebothwalkedoutoftherewithscarsand

bruises"

Ronaldo:"Demyanisthedevilhimself,heneedsto

bekilledandbedonewith.Imaginelosingallyour

familymembersintwominutes.Hehangedthemall

atonceandtheydiedbecausetherewasn'tany

oxygenreachingtheirlungs"



Ididn'tevennoticethattearswerestreamingdown

myfaceuntilItouchedmyface.Idon'tknowanyof

thesepeoplenordoIknowDemyanbutwhatthey're

tellingmerightnowreallydoesn'tsitwellwithme.I

crywiththemalsothatthathadtolosetheirloved

onesjustlikethat.IreallyfeelforthembecauseI

don'tthinkIwouldstandlosingsomeonevery

importantinmylife.

Muzi:"Nowdoyouseewhyweneedtokillthisguy.

Nowhe'saftermyfamily,ourfamilyandwecan'tlet

himdothat"

Me:"Iunderstandnow,let'sgetthisguy"

Muzi:"I'mgladweagree"hestepsonthepaddleand

thecardrawsmebackintomyseat.

-

-

Weparkafewmetersawayfromthehouse.Iseea

fewguysatthegatewithbigguns.He'sexpecting

me.Aswe'relookingoverinthecarwenoticeRichie

comethroughwiththealarmcompanycarandwe

nodateachotherandgetoutthecar.Thisisit.



We'rereallydoingthis.Hedrivesslowlyoverthe

Rockyplaceandwefollowhimbehind.Vipergetsin

thecarandwehidebehindthecar.Thecarstopsat

thegateandafewmenconfrontRichieastowhat

hecametodoandhetellsthemhe'sthealarmguy.

Pang.

Pang.

Boththemengodownandthegundidn'tevenmake

anoise.Muziopensthegateforhimandinstructs

ustogobehindandtakeoutthemenbehindthe

housesowecanenterfromthebackunuseddoor.I

didn'tevenknowwehadanotedoor.Werunaround

thelongyardandthenjumpthewall.We'rein.We

creepupslowlyandMuziwalkswithmeandcovers

mewhileprotectinghimselffromanydanger.There

areaboutsixguysbehindthehouseandIwatch

themslowlygodownasBlackMamba,Ronaldoand

Chantelletakethemdown,forRonaldoit'seasy

peasyashejusttakesoutabladeandhitsthetarget

rightontheneckandtheycollapsetotheground.

Muzi:"Good,let'sgoinnow"



Heopensthedoorwithsometypeoftoolandwego

in.

Muzi:"NoNomzamolook,allyouhavetodonowis

towalkinandhandyourselfovertotheoneguyand

he'lltakeyoutoDemyan.GivehimtheUSBandthat

willdistracthimforawholewhilewedealwiththe

othermenokay.Don'tforget,ViperandRichiearein

thereandifanythinggoeswrongthey'rereadyto

helpyououtalso"

Ibreatheindeeplyandexhalethennod.

Me:"Okay,thanks"

IwalkinthehouseslowlyandthenIseethatthe

doorleadsmetotheothersideofthehousecloseto

thestudyandIwalkinskeptically.Inoticeafew

guyswalkingupanddownandIknowthisisthe

righttimetoshowmyselfbutsomethingfromthe

rightcornerofmyeyedistractsme.Itsthelaundry

roomandIopenthedoorslightlyandlookthrough.I

noticeaveryemotionalNtandotiedupwith

sellotapeandropetryingtofreeherself.Whatthe

hellisshedoinghere?Ilookatthemenandthey



haven'tnoticedmeyet.Iopenthedoorandwalkin,

hereyeswidenupwhensheseesmeandshe

flinchesherbody.Iremovethetapeonhermouth

andholdhermouthsothatshedoesn'tscreamor

tryanythingfunny.

Me:"Don'tdoanythingfunnyortheymightI'llus

both"shenodsherheadandIreleaseher.

Me:"WhatareyoudoingherkodwaNtando?"

Ntando:"Nomzamodon'tgobackthere,theywillkill

you"

Me:"Phendulaumbuzo"

Ntando:"IhadcometoseeMandlabutthisoneman

chokedmeandIdon'tknowwhathappenedbutI

wokeupinhere"

Me:"Hehe,youcameheretoseeamarriedman?You

shouldbeashamedofyourself"

Ntando:"Whyyou'regettingoffended?"

Me:"Mandlaismyhusband"Ishowhertheringand

youcanseetheshockalloverherface.

Ntando:"Kodwa.."



Me:"Listenherewenanondindwa,Idon'thavetime

towastehere.Iwillleaveyouhereforawhilebutdo

takemyword,Iwillcomebackforyouandkillyou"I

clickmytongueandjustasshe'sabouttoscream,I

coverhermouthwithtapeandthengrabherbythe

headandshehitsherheaddownandIkickher

beforeIgo.Justtoreleasethetension.Iheara

footstepsapproachme,Eishsheprobablymade

themsuspiciouswhensheletoutasmallscream.I

immediatelyclosethedoorandammetbytwobig

chests.IneedtomakethislookrealisticsoIturn

aroundtomarchbutoneofthemgrabsmebythe

hairandpullsmedown.

"You'renotgoinganywhere"

Theyliftmeupwithsomuchforceandaggression.

ThisisnotwhatIsignedupfor.

"Checkher"theotheronesays.Hesearchesmeand

findsthesmallgunonmywaist.Shit!Nowwhat?

"Thisonewillmakeagreatonenightstand"

WTF?!!

"Sure,let'shearwhatthebosssaysfirst"



Theydragmedownthehallandthenintotheliving

room.Inearlyvomitatthestenchofthisplace,Isee

twobodiespiledupatthecorneroftheroom.What

thehell?Arethosethehelpersofthishouse.Ilook

aroundandMandlaandIlockeyes,he'sbadly

bruisedandbeatenup.Itseemslikehewasdrained

andtiredanddroopybutassoonashesawmehe

regainedpowerandlookedatmewithshocking

eyes.Lwandlealsositsupandlooksatmewith

scaredeyes,Mam'Nellyissittingonthecouch,not

movingatallandwithshuteyes.

Mandla:"No"

Ilookatthemenwipinghishandsthatarefullof

blood.He'sveryscarylookingandintimidatesmeso

much.

Demyan:"I'msosorryyouhadtocometoahouse

thatstinksandreeksofdeadbodiesbutey,

welcomehome"

Ikeepquietandjustlookathim.

Demyan:"Mandla!Youdidn'ttellmeshewassucha

beauty.Awholesexywoman"



Mandla:"Don'tyouevendare!Nomzamowhatare

youdoinghere?"

Me:"Don'tworry,I'llgetusoutofthisplace"

Demyandisturbsourconversationandlaughs.

Demyan:"You?Whatwillyoureallysaveyourdearest

husbandwith,Iknowyou'reallaloneandstupidlike

yourhusband,nowdon'twastemytime.I'vespent

toomuchtimewithyouhusband,doyouseehim

overthere?Heisspent,givemetheUSBbeforeIpull

thetriggerandkillhimonceandforall"

Ineedtoactthisouttoperfectly.

Me:"Look,Idon'twantanytrouble,takeyourstupid

USB"

Ifishforitinmypocketandthentakeitout.Hisface

lightensupandhestandsupfromhischair.

Demyan:"Peoplelikeyoureallymakemehappy"he

putsbeforemehishand.

Mandla:"Babyno!!"

IlookatMandlaandfakecry.



Me:"I'msorry,butI'mhelpingushere"IdroptheUSB

inhishandsandthenhesmilesandthendoesthe

unexpected.Hepullsoutalaptopfromunderachair.

Demyan:"Let'sseeifit'slegit"

Istartpanickingandstartshaking,Ididn'tthinkhe

woulddothisinfrontofmyface.Wherethehellis

MuziwhenIneedhim?HeputstheUSBinthelaptop

andtheninsertsthepassword.AfterafewminutesI

seehisfacechange.Hefrownsatthelaptopand

backatme.Helaughs,andlaughsandjustdoesn't

stop.

Demyan:"Isthissupposedtobesometypeofjoke"I

lookatthelaptopandseeapictureofababywith

histongueoutandnowIreallydon'tknowwhatto

say,shouldIspilltheteaorjustremaincalm?

Muzi:"I'mafraidnot"

HeappearsfromtheshadowswithChantelle,Black

andRonaldo.

Demyandoesn'twastetime,heimmediatelygrabs

meunderhisarmsandpointsaguntomyhead.

NowI'mcryingandpanicking!Icouldlosemylife.



Thetwoguysthatbroughtmehere,aimatthembut

Ronaldothrowsbladesatthemontheirnecksand

theytoofalldowntotheground.

Demyan:"Impossible!!"

Muzi:"YourtimeisoverDemyan"

Demyan:"Itisnot,Icanjustcallmyguyshereand

theywillendyouguys"

Chantelle:"Whatguys?"

Helooksatherandthenfrowns.

Demyan:"Don'ttestme,Iwillshoother"

Mandla:"Muzi,dosomething!Now!"

DemyanprepareshisgunandIhearitclickbesides

myear.Tearsstartfallingdownmyface,Muzilooks

atmeandnodsatme.

Bang.

Bang.

ForaminuteIstartthinkingheshotmeinmyhead

andnowonderIcouldhearthegunsoundsoclearly

butittakesawhileformetorealisethatthere's



bloodoozingdownmyface.It'snotminebutit's

someone's.IlookoveratDemyanandnoticehis

bodyisontopofme,hanging.Iscreamandrunover

toMuzi.

He'sdown.

Muziwelcomesmewithtwoarmsandgivesmea

hug,Icryinhisarms.

Muzi:"Shhh,I'msosorry,butit'sovernow.Chantelle,

makesurehisheartstopsbeating,I'llgetheroutof

here"

Heholdsmebythehandsandaswe'rewalking

away,Ihearseveralbulletsfireoffandthenhetakes

meoutsidethepatio.Hehugsmetightlyand

assuresmethatit'salloverandthathe'ssorryfor

puttingmethroughsuchatraumaticexperience.

Muzi:"Letmegobackinokay,stayhere"

Inodandthenlookoveratthepool.Itseemsalmost

unbelievable,Ihadtogothroughsomuchjustto

rescueMandla?IknowIwantedtojoinMandlain

thisworldbutI'vemadeupmymind,it'sallabittoo

traumaticandbesidesI'vegotababytolookafter.



AsI'mdeepinthought,Ihearsomefeetdragging

andIturnaroundandit'smydearesthusband.He's

reallyweaksoIgotohimandhelphimsitdownon

oneofthechairs.Whenhesitsdownhetakesmy

handandplacesitonhisheart.

Mandla:"Sthandwasami,ngyabonga.Sithere"

Me:"Imighthurtyou"

Mandla:"Itdoesn'tmatter,comehere"Isitonhislap

andplacemyheadonhischest.

Mandla:"IloveyouNomzamoandthankyouso

muchforwhatyoudidformeandmyfamily"

Me:"Ihadtobabes,I'mjustreallygladit'sallover"

Mandla:"It'salloverbabes,nowlistentomyheart"

Ilistenandthenlookathimwithaconfused

expression.

Me:"Whataboutit?Areyouinpain?"

Mandla:"MyheartonlybeatsforyouNomzamo"I

lookathimandtearsstartfallingdownmyface.

Usuallyhe'stheonewhodirectsallthekissesbut



rightnow,Iwanttoshowhimmyaffectionforhim.I

leaninandkisshim.

Loveisn'talwaysperfect

Itisn'tafairytaleorastorybook.

Anditdoesn'talwayscomeeasy.

Loveisovercomingobstacles,

facingchallenges,fightingtobe

together,holdingonandnever

lettinggo.Itisashortword,easy

tospell,difficulttodefine&

impossibletolivewithout.

Loveisworkbutmostofall,

Loveisrealisingthateveryhour,

everyminuteandeverysecond

wasworthitbecauseyoudidit

together.



-Unknown.
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^

^

^

4weekslater.

^

Mandla:"Letmehelpyouwiththat"

Iputtheboxdownandstretchmyback,whuuit's

beenaveryexhaustingweekpackingallmyclothes,

Mandla'sclothesandWethu'sclothesaswell.I

didn'tknowwehadsomuchclothing.

Me:"Thankyou"

Mandla:"Isthisthelastbox"

Me:"Yesitis"

Hetakestheboxandloadsitupinthetruck.He

comestome,placeshishandaroundmywaistand



kissesme.

Mandla:"Ican'twaittillwemoveintoourownhome"

Me:"Metoosthandwasam'butwhatscaresmethe

mostismovingtoanotherplaceandgoingto

varsity"

Mandla:"You'regoingtobeokaylove.Soonyouwill

adjusttoJoburg"

Me:"Ihopeso,let'sgobackinandsayourgoodbyes"

Hesmilesatmeandholdsmyhand,andwewalk

backinthehouse.Everyoneissippingonsometea

andhavingbiscuitstoo.

Mom:"Areyouleavingalready?"

Mandla:"YesIdon'twantustotravelatnightand

riskourlives"

Dad:"Okayweunderstandson.NomzamomayI

speaktoyououtside"

Inod.

Mandla:"I'llgetWethuinhiscarseatokay"

Me:"Okaylove"



Igooutsidetothepatioandmydadlooksatmeand

thenhugsme.

Dad:"Mydaughter,I'msoproudofyou.You'vegone

toofarinlifeandIwishyouallthebestmychild"

Istartcryingandthenkisshishand.

Me:"No.ThankYoubaba"

Hehugsmeandthenwewalkbackin.Wehug

everyoneandgotothecar.

Mandla:"Let'sstartournewlifebabe"

Me:"Indeed"

ThedrivefromKZNtoJohannesburgwaslongbutI

wassorelievedwhenwegottoournewhome.He

parkedatthegateandopeneditwitharemote.The

wallsoutsidewerehighandsurroundedbybeautiful

flowersandafewsmalltrees.Thedoublegate

opensandwe'rewelcomedbyadrivewaywitha

fountaininthemiddleofthedrivewayandhedrives

smoothlyandallowsmetoseethesurroundings.

Theyardislargeandspaciouswithtreesallover.

ThiswillbeagreatplaceforOwethutoplayinwhen



hegetstothatstage.

Tobecontinued...

[4/13,02:10]MaiTadi:Insert01continued-1

Me:"Wow"

Mandla:"Beautifulright"

Me:"It'sstunning"

Mandla:"Waittillyouseetheinside."Ismileandthen

heeventuallyparksatthedoorway.Hehelpsmeget

offthecarandIamnowlookingatabeautiful

doublestoreyhomewithnicelightsoutsideand

someglassandwoodthereandthere.Whenwe

pickedthishouseIdidn'texpecttoseesuchbeauty.

Wewalkupafewstepsandthenheopensoneof

thelargedoorsandwestepin.Tearsstartfalling

downmyface.Themarbletilesaretoogorgeous

andcleanandthedownlightsontheceleingmake

thehouseglowandfulloflight.There'sabrown

tableinthecentreandforwardaretworoomsand

withtwostaircasemadeofwoodandleadingupst

oftheroomandheholdsmyhandandweturn

towardstheleft.Onourleftisasmalltablewitha



fewchairsandonourrightisourlivingroomwith

darkchocolatesofasandahuget.v.

[4/13,02:10]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-2

Wewalkdeeperanditsourkitchen.It'slargeand

hastwostovesoneofthembeingagasstoveanda

lotofcupboardsandabigblackfridge.Ourkitchen

mostlycontainsofred,blackandwhitecolours.I

loveit!!!

Me:"It'sbeautiful"

Mandla:"Ican'twaittotasteyourfood"

Me:"I'mthebestcookintheworld"

Mandla:"Iwanttosee"

Me:"Ohyouwillseealright"

Helaughsandthenheholdsmethehand.Wenow

movetotherightsideofthehouseandintherewe

havealargesittingroomwithatablethatoccupies

10people.There'sonlythreeofussowhywouldhe

goaheadandgetabigone.IswearIhaveacrazy

husband.

Mandla:"Thatrightthereisgoingtobemystudyand



ifI'mhomeI'llbeworkingthere"

Me:"Ohokay,doigetastudy?"

Mandla:"IfyouwantonethenI'llgetitforyou"

Ihughimandhenowdirectsmeupstairs.Thereare

alotofroomsandhetellsmethoseareguestrooms

andanotherroombeingatheatreroom.Heleads

metoanotherroomwhichisanurseryforOwethu.If

hasnicewallpaperandababycotandalsoa

changingareaandasmallcutecouchthatlooks

overintothenicelargebackyardwhereIseeapool

aswell.

[4/13,02:11]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-3

Me:"Thisissocosy"

Mandla:"YouknowIwantonlythebestforyouand

ourbaby.Nowletmegoshowyouourroom"

Me:"OkaylegmejustputOwethudown"

Mandla:"Okay,ItsabigsurprisesoIneedyoutobe

blindfolded"

Me:"Iwonderwhatdidyouputinthere"



Mandla:"You'llsee"

IplaceWethuinhisbedandthenheswitchesoffthe

lightandhepullsaclothfromhispocketandcovers

myeyes.Heholdsmyhandandthenleadsme.I

havenoideawherewe'regoingbutIjustwalkuntil

hestopsandthenwewalkin.Heremovesthe

blindfoldandmyeyeslightuptoaspaciousroom

withabathroom.Thebedislargeandwehavea

glasswindowviewlookingoverintosometypeof

forest.Butthelightsareturneddownabit,therea

scentedcandlesthatarelitandthereareredroses

alloverthefloorandthebedaswell.Ilookaround

andabovethebedthereisabigphotoofme,Mandla

andOwethuandafewpicturesofmeandhim

aroundtheroom.

Me:"Wowbabythisissowonderful"

Mandla:"Iknow"heleadsmeagaintoawhitedouble

doorandwhenheopensthedooritsawalkincloset.

It'sstillabitemptyandneedstobefilledupwithour

clothes.Hethenleadsmeintothebathroomand

thereisalargebathtub,bigenoughforthetwoofus

anditsalsolightedupbyscentedcandles,redroses



andthebathtubisfilledwithfoam.

Me:"Oouu,thisissoromantic"

Mandla:"IknowI'mtryingtogetyoupregnantMrs

Xulu"

Me:"Uhm,wasthatsupposedtobeajokeoryou're

beingserious?"

Mandla:"Apartofmeisbeingserious,Iwantmore

childrenNomzamo"

Me:"Ialsodobutnowisn'tthetimeokay.Wethuis

only2monthsold"

Mandla:"Iknow.I'llbeonholdfornowbutplease

knowIwant5children"

Me:"Haaa,myvaginaisgoingtosuffer"

Mandla:"Itwon'tsthandwaSami.Nowcomehere"

Hepullsmeandticklesme.

[4/13,02:11]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-4

Igiggle.Hedrawsmeclosertohimandkissesme.

Thekississlowandpassionate,Icansensehis

desireandneedsoIremovehist-shirtandhe



removesminetoo.

Mandla:"Let'stakeabathfirstthenwe'lltakethisto

thebedafter"Ismileandweundressandgetinthe

bathtub.

Afterabout30minutesofkissingandexploring

eachothersbodies,Wegetoutthebathtubandthen

wrapourselveswithatowel.AsI'mwalkingout,he

holdsmyhandandliftsmeupandkissesmeagain.

Hewalkstoourbedwithhimcarryingme.Helowers

meonthebedandtakesoffmytowelandthrowsit

acrosstheroom.

Mandla:"Youwon'tneedthis"Ilaughandhealso

removeshistowelandIgettoseehisshaft.He's

hardandreadyforaction.Ilickmylipsandthenhe

smilesatme.Hekissesmeonceagainandthen

plantskissesfrommyneckallthewaytomy

promisedland.

Thisishome.IlovethismanandIpraythatnothing

getsinourwayfromnowon.

^

^



2yearslater.

^

^

Iamwokenupbyaloudalarm.It'sMandla'salarm.

MyalarmisdueanhourlaterbutIdecidetowakeup

regardlessandmakeusbreakfastandalsoprepare

lunchformyself.Thefoodatthecafeteriaisn'tso

badbutitisn'tthatdelicioussoIdecidetomakemy

ownlunch.Igrabmyrobe,wearmyslippersandthen

brushmyteethandwashmyface.IgotoWethu's

nurseryandnoticethathehasalreadywokenupand

he'splayingwithhishandsandfeet.It'samazing

howtwoyearscanmakeabigdifference.

Me:"Goodmorningpumpkin.Iseeyouupearlyey"

Wethu:"Mama"

YouseeWethuisnowtwoyearsoldandacoupleof

monthsandhecansayafewwordlike"Mama"

"Dada"and"Please"whichinmyearsalwayssounds

like"Pweese".Itakehimoutfromhiscotand

changehisdiaper.Idon'tgivehimbathsinthe

morning.That'sNompisjob,Thehousemaid.We



actuallyhavethreeinthehouseandeachwitha

specificrole.AfterchanginghisdiaperIgo

downstairswithhimandfindNompiwalkingin

already.

[4/13,02:11]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-5

Me:"Goodmorningma"

Nompi:"Goodmorningmadam"

Me:"Nomzamo"

Nompi:"I'llremembernexttime"

Ilaughandthengotothekitchenandpulloutsome

potsandputthestoveon.Shetakesoffherjacket

andthencomestothekitchen.

Nompi:"Letmetakehim"

Me:"Thankyou"

ShetakeshimandWethulaughs.Wethuhasknown

hersincehewasafewmonthsoldandspendshis

afternoonswithherwhileIamatschool.Imake

Mandlabreakfastandmakemyselflunchatthe

sametimebutwhenImakebreakfastIalso

considertheladiesthathelpusaroundthehouse



andmakeforthemtoo.Beitbaconandeggsor

anything,Ialwaysmakeforthem.BythetimeI'm

doneIhearhimcomingdownthestairsandhe

comesintothekitchenwearingblacktrousers,a

whiteshirtandwithhisbluetie.Everymorning

Mandlawantsmetotieitupforhimandalsohelp

himwearit.It'sbecomearoutineandwe'renow

usedtoit.

Mandla:"Smomondiyasami"

Me:"Goodmorning"

Hekissesmeandthensmilesatme.

Mandla:"Iwon'tstaylongforbreakfast,Ihavean

earlymeetingIhavetogettowithMuzi"

Me:"Ohokaybabesjusteatsomethingokay"

Mandla:"Okay"

Me:"WellI'llseeyoutonightbutasfornowIhaveto

rushandgettoschool"

Mandla:"Enjoy"Iwinkathimandrushupstairsto

takeashower.

[4/13,02:11]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-6



AftertakingashowerIlotionandwearblackripped

jeansandawhitetopandalsowearfullblackAir

Jordan.IhavebraidssoIjustthethemupandthen

spraysomeperfumebeforecheckingmybagofI

haveallmybooks,mylaptopandmyphone.Igo

backdownstairsandthengotogiveWethuakiss

andsaygoodbyetohim.AsI'mabouttoclosethe

doorandstepoutIhearNompicallformyname.

Me:"Yes"

Nompi:"NomzamocanwepleasegotobuyOwethu

somefoodtomorrow.We'rerunningout"

Me:"Wedon'thavetogotomorrow.Ihaveafew

classestodayandI'llbebackby2pmthis

afternoon."

Nompi:"Okaythankyou"Ismileather,she'sgotit

wrong"

Me:"NoNompi,thankyou"

Iclosethedoorandslightlyjogtothegarage.I

presstheremoteanditopenstomywhiteAudiA3

beauty.Igetinandthendriveoff.Urgh,Ialmost

forgotthatIhadtofetchmyfriendAyandaather



complexwhichisonlyafewstreetsawayfrommy

home.Idialhernumberandcallher.Sheanswers.

Me:"Hey,areyouready"

Ayanda:"EishyeahbutIhaveamassiveheadache

yazi.CanwepassbyStarbucksandgetsomedrinks

please"

Me:"Nawewhatwereyoudoingthewholenight?"

Ayanda:"Yohitsalongstory"

Me:"Mxm,justcomeoutI'malmostthere"

Ayanda:"Okayokay"Iendthecallandrollmyeyes.

YouseeImetAyandatwoyearsagowhenIwentto

varsityandpracticallyshe'sbeenmybestfriend

sincethattime.She's22yearsoldlikemeandIcan

sayshe'sawildone.She'slightincomplexion,hasa

nicebodyandgorgeousfacefeatures.She'sanice

smartgirlandcouldbegreatwifematerialbut

problemisshelikestoparty,likesmenanduses

themfortheirmoney.Ikeeptryingtoadviceherto

growupbutshewillalwaystellmethatshe'syoung

anddoesn'twanttobeastuckupwifelikemeata

youngage.Irollmyeyesthinkingaboutwhatshe



alwaystellsme.IlovemymarriageandIdefinitely

lovemyman.

Ipulluptohercomplexandthegirlonlyshowsup

now.Mxm.

[4/13,02:12]MaiTadi:Insert1continued-7

She'swearingblackminidresswiththinstrapsand

doesn'tevenbotherdawningabra.She'swearing

whiteBalenciagasneakersandsheiscoveringher

eyeswithblacksunglasses.Myfriendhasgorgeous

eyessoIknownjeukuthishelooksterrible.She

staggerstothecarandecenstrugglesopeningthe

doorandthenstepsin.Shethrowsherselfinmy

chair,flingsherbagovertheseatsandintotheback

seat.

Ayanda:"Yhuuu,Iamsotired"

Me:"Well.."

Ayanda:"Wellini?"

Me:"Yougottaexplainyourself"

Ayanda:"Iwillwenanjejustdrive"

Irollmyeyesanddriveoff.Shetellsmeherstory



thatshewenttoapartylastnightandgotsodrunk

thatthismorningshewokeupnexttoamanold

enoughtobeherfatherandshekickedhimout.I

waslaughingwhenshewastellingmehowshe

chasedhimoutofthecomplex.

Me:"Manje.."

Skrrr

Dush.

Tobecontinued...

[4/13,02:12]MaiTadi:Part2.

Insert02.

*

*

*

Woah!Whatjusthappened?Iopenmyeyesslightly

andthenfinallymanagetoopenthem.Myheadis

bangingandIhearsirensaroundmewhichmakes

theheadacheevenworse.Myforeheadisonthe



steeringwheelandIfeelslightlyweak.Imanageto

situpandthenseeacoupleofguyscometowards

myway.IlookatmyleftsideandAyandaisalso

startingtocomebacktoearth.Ilookatmyrightside

andseeacarsmashedupstraightatmydoor.We

havejustgotteninanaccident.Theparamedics

openAyandasdoorsinceitisnotruined.Theyhelp

heroutandoneoftheparamedicsshouts.

"Excusememamareyoualright?!"

Me:"I'llbeokayifyoustopshoutinggeez"

"Areyouabletocometowardsmeordoyoufeel

paralysedanywhere?"

IlookaroundmyselfandbasicallyI'mokay.Ijust

brushhimoffandthenpullmyselfupandclimbover

thepassengersseatandthenheholdsmefirmly

andnowI'moutofthecar.Istumbleabitwhenmy

feetlandonthegroundbuttheguystillhasme.

"I'llhelpyou"heplacesmyarmoverhisshoulderand

circleshisotherarmaroundmywaistandwewalk

totheambulancecar.Intheretheyarealsotreating

AyandaandinsidethecarInoticeanotherguy.That



mustbetheguythathitmycarandyeahhe's

bruisedupreallybadly.He'slightincomplexion,he

isn'tawhitemanbutyoucantellheisofanother

denomination,likeapartofhimhasSouthAfrican

genesandanotheroverseasgenes.Lolyeahdon't

askmewhatImeanbythat,Imusthavehitmyhead

hard.

"Iamsosorrymam,I'mstillnewatdrivingaround

here"

Ooouuu,he'sgotaniceRussianaccent.Andhehas

blueeyes,astrongjawlineandpinkthinlips.Ilookat

himandfrownandthenignorehimbecausethis

paramedicguyishelpingmesitdownandthenhe

doesathoroughcheckuponme,cleanstheblood

onmyforeheadandthenputsalargeplasteronmy

forehead.Whenhe'sdonehesmilesatmeandI

noticehisbadgesayhisnameisSiyabongaNgcobo.

Siyabonga:"Okay,you'reallgood,doyouknow

anyonewhocancomefetchyou?"

Me:"Myhusband.Buthe'scurrentlyinameeting.Let

mecheckmyphonebook"Igetmybagandthenthe



otherguytalks.

"I'lltakeyou"

Me:"Idon'tevenknowyouandyoudon'tknowme"

andofcoursemyoutgoingfriendAyandajumpsto

stretchoutherarmtohim.

Ayanda:"Hi,I'mAyandaandthisismyfriend

Nomzamo.Youare?"heshakesherhand.

"MynameisAntonio"

Ayanda:"OH,that'sareallyanicename"

Antonio:"Thankyou,Ihaveafriendwhoisontheir

wayheretopickmeup.Wheredidyousayyou

ladieswheregoing?"

Ayanda:"Ohweweregoingtoschool.Atthe

UniversityofPretoria"

Antonio:"Ohreally!ThatsgreatbecauseIwasalso

onmywaythere."

Ayanda:"Ohgreat!"

Antonio:"Andwhatdoyouknow?Here'smyfriend.

Ladiesgrabyourbagsandlet'sgo"



AblackMercedesG63pullsupandtheownerrolls

downthewindow.It'sdoneblackguywhoImight

saylooksveryattractive.

"Eyy!You'rereadytogo?"heshoutsoverthetopof

hisvoice.Mxaa!

Ayandagrabsherbagandmybagaswellandgrabs

methewrist.

Me:"Heyhey,wedon'tknowthosepeople"Antonio

hearsmeandturnsaround.

Antonio:"I'mnotgoingtohurtyouguysatall.I'mjust

beinganiceguy,andgivingtwobeautifulladiesa

lift"

Ayanda:"Yeahhe'sright,besidesyoucan'tcall

Mandlatocomefetchyou,heworksfarandhe'llbe

hereinprobably5hours.Let'sgo,we'rerunninglate"

IlookatAntonioandAyanda.

Me:"Fine"shesmilesatmeandthenwegetintothis

guy'scar.IregretitassoonasIgetinthecar,

becausethethreeofthemtalkaboutalcohol,weed

andsexthewholeway.Ohandtheotherguysreal

nameisThulanibuthepreferstobecalledTimothy.



Mxm,whatastupidguy.Aswe'renearingthevarsity

Iamanxioustogetoutthiscar,thanktheguyand

stormofftoclass.

Antonio:"SowhatdodrinkNomzamo?"

Me:"Idon'tdrinkalcohol"

Thulani:"That'salie,you'reyoungandyoudon't

drink?"

Me:"Whatisthatsupposedtoimply?"

Thulani:"I'mjustsayingI'venevermetanyonelike

youbefore,you'reyoung,sexyandstilldon'tdrink.

GirlIwouldthrowdownawholemillionrandonyou

justtohaveyourideme"

Me:"Whatthehell?"thecarstopsandIseewehave

justarrived.

Thulani:"I'mserious,eytakemynumberandI'llshow

youhowtogetdown"Iopenthedoorandthentake

mybag.

Me:"I'mmarriedyouasshole"Ishutthedoorsohard

thatIcanseethecarshakeafterthat.Whataself

centeredasshole.Nxa!!



Ayanda:"Nomzamo!"Iignoreherandquickenmy

pace.

Ayanda:"Hey!Nomzamo!"shecatchesuptomeand

standsbeforeme.

Me:"Yini!"

Ayanda:"Hey!I'mnottheonewhomadeyouangry

that'sunfair"Okayshedoeshaveapoint.

Me:"Iknow."

Ayanda:"OkayI'mreallysorryIdidn'tknowwhata

jerkthatguycanbe.I'mreallysorry"

Antoniopassesusandhehasalookofsympathy

andthencontinueswalking.

Me:"It'snotyourfault"

Ayanda:"Sooo,wecanstillgogetsmoothiesright?"

Me:"I'mgoingtobelateforclass"

Ayanda:"Butyourlecturerisn'there."

Me:"Howdoyouknow?"

Ayanda:"Becausehiscarisn'twhereheliketoparkit.



Look."Ilookoverattheparkinglotandshe'sright.

Mylecturerusedtoparkintheexactsamespotall

thetime.

Me:"Okay,finelet'sgobutonlyfor30minutes"

Ayanda:"Yayy"

Me:"Butyou'repaying"shelooksatmeandweboth

laugh.

GettingsmoothieswithAyandawasfunbecausewe

gotachancetotalkbutwhen25minutespassedI

decidedtotakemybag,hugherandgotoclass.She

wasstudyingNursingandIwasstudying

CriminologyasIdidmentionit'ssomethingthatI

loved.

WeseperatedandIrushedtoclass,whenIswung

thedooropenthewholeclasslookedatmeand

everyonehadtheirnotebookout.Ilookedatthe

frontandthennoticedmyworstnightmare.Antonio

wasinfront.Thiscanonlymeanonething.He'smy

newlecturer.I'vespentnearly30minutesandIknow

Imissedoutonalot.

Antonio:"Youngladydoyoubelonginthisclass?"



Me:"Uhmyes"

Antonio:"You'relate"

Me:"Iwasjust.."hemakesmekeepquietand

speaks.

Antonio:"IfthiswasthecourthouseandIwasthe

judgeandyouweredefendingsomeoneelseIwould

havemadeyouturnback.Idon'ttoleratelatepeople

doyouunderstand?"

Me:"Yes"

Antonio:"It'sYesMrRodriguez"Inodandheturns

aroundandcontinuesspeaking.Thewholeclassis

lookingatmeandIfeelflushed.Irunupthestairs

andsitdownatmyseatnexttomyotherfriend,

Okuhle.SheandIhavebeenfriendssincelastyear

andshe'salsolightskinnedandsheprefersherhair

toalwaysbeinapresentablecutandshe'sone

skinnygirlandtallerthanmeaswell.

Okuhle:"Thatwassoextra"

Me:"Geeshtellmeaboutit"someoneinfrontofus

saystomeandOkuhle"Shhh"andbothmeand



Okhuleclickourtonguesatthatpersonandthenhis

loudvoicestartlesme.

Antonio:"Notonlydoyoucomelatebutyoualso

disruptmyclass.Seemeafterthelesson"

What?!Ididn'tevenmakealotofnoise.Irollmy

eyesandfocusonthelesson.Wemostlytalkabout

publiclawandtheconstitutionandIwasanswering

mostofhisquestions.Attheendofthelesson

everybodypackstheirbookandtheyallwalkoutand

I'mleftwiththeguythatactslikehedidn'thitmycar

thismorning.

Me:"Yes"

Antonio:"Whydidyouarrivelatetoclass?Didwenot

arriveheretoschoolatthesametime?"

Me:"Wellmaybeifyouwouldhavetoldmeyouwere

thenewlecturerthenIwouldhavegottenherein

time"

Antonio:"Bullshit,pleasedon'tletithappenagain.I

canseethatyoulovethiscourseandyouwereborn

forit.Don'tletmedown"



Me:"Siryessir"Isaypoutingmymouth.

Antonio:"Don'tpoutyourlips,you'llmakemetake

youhardononthistable.Now,doyouhave

transporttogohomewiththisafternoon?"

Myeyeswidenathisfirststatement.Didthisguy

justpromisetohavemeonthistable.Iignorethat

andanswerhisquestion.

Me:"I'lltakeanuber"

Antonio:"Okay,haveanicedayNomzamo.Andwith

thathejustwalksout.Ifrownatmyselfandfollow

himouttoo.IgoforonemoreclassandthenI'mon

mywayhome.AftermysecondclassIcallAyanda

andtellherI'mleavingandsheassuresmethatshe

foundsomeonetotakeherhome.Iswearitsoneof

thelecturers.It'snotthefirsttimeshe'sdonethis,

myUberpullsupandIgetin.

"Goodafternoonmadam"Igreetbackandthenthe

driverdrivesoff,aswe'renearingthehouse,he

stopsfourhousesbeforemyone.

Me:"Uhmexcuseme,Idon'tlivehere,myhouseis

thatoneoverthere"theguyturnsaroundandsays"I



know"IscreamwhenIrealisewhoitis.

Chris:"Ey,shutup"Itryopeningthedoorbuthe's

quickenoughtolockthedoorsandswitchthe

engineoff.Whatthehell?It'sbeentwoyearswithout

seeingorhearingaboutthisguy.Canthisdayget

anyworse?

Me:"Whatdoyouwant?"

Chris:"YouhavenoideawhatIwant.Yoursocalled

husbandruineditallforme.Ilostitallbecauseof

him"

Me:"Uhmm,okay.Thenwhyareyouattackingme

andnothim?"

Chris:"BecauseIknowyou'rehismostpreciousandI

wanttohurtyouNomzamo.Iwanthisworldto

crumbleaswell!"withthatsaidhejumpsovertomy

sideandItrytopushhimoffbuthe'sstrongand

thenhethrowsthekeysatthedriver'sseat.

Me:"Chris!!No!Getoffme!"

Heignoresmeandinsteadunzipshispantsandis

roughlytryingtotakemypantsofftoo.Apartofme



isrelievedI'mwearingpantsandnotadressora

skirtasusualbutIhavetogetthisguyoffme.He

hashishandsovermythroatwhichmakesitreally

hardtobreatheandfighthimon.Ilookaroundand

noticeafireextinguisheronthesideofthecarand

deodorantsprayunderthecar.Perfect.Heisliterally

overmeandIdecidetousemykneeandkickhimin

hisfrontpart,hewhinesonpainandIknowthatwill

givemeafewminutestogettheextinguisher,spray

himwiththedeodorantsprayandalsohithimwithit.

Atthispointit'ssurvivalofthefittest.Hemoves

frommeandiscussingatme.

Chris:"Youwillpayforthatyoubitch"Igrabthe

deodorantsprayandthenopenandsprayitinhis

eyes.Hecriesinpainandholdshishandsoverhis

face.Igrabtheextinguisherandhithimontheside

ofthehead.Heholdshisheadandthenmovesover

andfallsonthecarseats.Ilookathimandhelooks

silentandisn'tmoving.Shit!Ishedead?Ilookathim

andcheckhispulse.Okay,he'sjustunconscious.I

jumponthefrontseat,grabmybagandopenthe

carandthenruntothehouse.WhenIopenthegate



tearsstartfallingdownmyface.Iclosethegateand

thenrunintothehouse.WhenIopenthedoorIsee

MandlaandMuziinthesittingroomandtheyboth

standuptomeetme.

Mandla:"Nomzamo!Baby!What'swrong?"Ihaveno

wordsaboutwhatjustnearlyhappenedandthenjust

throwmyselfinhisarms.Hewelcomesmeinhis

armsandholdsmeinthem,IjustcryandcryuntilI

finishcryingandhebreaksoffthehug.

Mandla:"Whathappened?Talktome"

Me:"Chris!HewasmyUberdriverandIonlyrealised

whenwenearlygothereandhe..?"

Iseehismoodandhisfacechangeandnowhe's

angryandfedup.

Mandla:"Whatdidhedo?"

Me:"Hetriedtorapeme."

Mandla:"What?!"

Muzi:"Whatthefuck?!Whereisthisguymakoti?"

Me:"Ihithimwithafireextinguisherandhepassed

out.Thecaris4housesawayfromhere"



Mandla:"Let'sgo"hesaysthattoMuzi.

Me:"Babypleaseno.Don'tgo.I'mscared"

Mandla:"OkayI'llstaywithyouhere,Mfo,takehimto

thewarehouse"

Muzi:"Okay"Muzirushesoutofthehouseand

closesthedoorandMandlaholdsmetightinhis

arms.

Mandla:"I'msorrysthandwasami,I'mreallysorryI

wasn'ttheretoprotectyou"Ijustkeepquietand

holdhimclosertome.

Mandla:"Didhehurtyouortouchyouanywhere?"he

breaksoffthehugandchecksme.Hishandsrunall

overmeuntilhestopsatmyneckandIseehimget

evenmoreangrier.

Me:"What?"

Mandla:"Youhavebruisesalloveryourneck!He'll

payforwhathedidtoyou.Noonetouchesmy

familyandgetsawaywithit.Areyouhungry?"

Me:"NoI'mnotbutIhavetogoandbuyfoodfor

WethuwithNompi"



Mandla:"Nostay,I'llgowithher"

Me:"Idon'twanttostayhomealone."

Mandla:"Youwon'tbealone.Themaidsarehere"

Me:"No,Iwanttogo"

Mandla:"Okayfine,we'llgotogethergochangeyour

clothes,yousmelldifferent."ikisshimandthengo

upstairstochange.Ichangeintoabluedresswith

whitepolkadots.It'sasummerdressthat's

backlessandyoutieitatyourneckandalsowear

whitesandlas.Iletmybraidslooseandthengo

downstairsandmeetMandla,NompiandWethu

waitingforme.Welockthehouseandgetinto

Mandla'sRangeRover.NompiandWethusitinthe

backandIsitinthefrontwithMandla.Ifastenthe

seatbeltandthenhestartsthecaranddrivesoff.

Mandla:"OHtheinsurancecompanycalledmetoday.

Caretoexplainwhathappened?"

Me:"WellIwenttogopickupAyandarightandatthe

robot,thisguyjustflewinandIwassupposedtogo

butnowhehitmeonmyside"



Mandla:"I'mjustgladyou'reokay,uhambengani

eskolweni?"

Me:"Uhmtheguywhohitmecalledhisfriendand

theydroppedusoff"

Mandla:"Youwenttoschoolinsomeone'scar.Do

youknowhim?"heaskedthatquestionasifIwasa

7yearoldchildwhowastoldnottogoplayoutin

thestreet.

Me:"Uhmm.."

Mandla:"KodwaNomzamoItoldyounottoridewith

otherpeoplethat'swhyIboughtyouacaronthe

firstplace"

Me:"IknowandI'mreallysorryokaybutIwasgoing

tobelateforclass"

Mandla:"I'llgetyouanothercarsoon"

Me:"IwantmyAudi,whenaretheygettingitfixed?"

Mandla:"Iwon'tallowmywifetodriveawreckedup

car.Ifit'sthesameAudiyouwantthenI'llgetyoua

brandnewoneokay"

Me:"Okaythankyou"hereleaseshisotherhandfrom



thegearandtakesmineinhishand.

Mandla:"Anythingformylove"andthenhekissesit.

Tobecontinued....

[4/13,02:12]MaiTadi:Part2.

Insert03.

*

*

*

AftershoppingforWethu'sfoodandalsosome

clothesforhimandaswellasforme(lol.itsnotlike

hubbycan'taffordit)wethendecidedtograbdiner

atanicerestaurant.Nompiwantedtogobutwe

insistedshestaysandeatwithusandthenwe'll

takeherhome.Weorderandthentheybringoutour

drinkswhilewewaitforthefood.

Nompi:"Letmegochangehisdiaperit'swet"

Me:"Okayma"shestandsupwiththenappyand

wipesinherhandandthentheygo.Thenthere's



silencebetweenmeandhim.Hewassittingacross

mebutafterafewsecondsheplaceshischairnext

tomine.

Mandla:"Areyouokay?"

Me:"Yeahwhy?"

Mandla:"You'vebeenquietthatwholetimeandI

thoughtbuyingyousomeclotheswouldmakeyou

feelbetterbutyou'restilldistant.Talktome"

Me:"OkaythingisI'mstilluneasyaboutwhatnearly

happened.I'veheardofgruesomerapestoriesbutI

neverthoughtitwouldhappentomeoneday.I'm

stillshaken"

Hetakesmyhandsinhisenormoushandsandgives

thematightsqueeze.

Mandla:Imsorrybabes,I'mherenow."

Me:"Yeahthat'sallthatmatters.Whatareyougoing

todotohim?"

Mandla:"Don'tworryaboutthat,soonhe'llbeoutof

ourlives.Permanently"IkisshimandNompireturns

andthentheybringourfoodandwetalkoverlight



conversationsandinthemeantimeNompifeeds

Wethuwhileeatingherfoodtoo.Thiswomanis

supermomYazi.Afterdinerwegobacktothecar

andIbreastfeedWethuandthenwedropNompi,

shelivesabitfarfromus.Wethendrivehomein

silence.WhenwegettothegateInoticeawhite

AMGA45atourgate.Iknowexactlywhodrivesthat

car.Wegettothegateandopenitandshedrivesin

beforeusallthewaytothegarage.Wegetoffthe

carandthengoforthtomeether.

Lwandle:"Makoti!"

Me:"Heyyyyou,it'sbeensolong."Wehugeachother

andthensheplantsakissonmycheek.

Lwandle:"I'vemissedyousomuch.Howareyou

guysdoingthough?"

Me:"I'vemissedyoutoo.We'vebeengreatey.How

wasCroatia?"

LwandlewenttoCroatiaafewmonthsagoon

businessandrightnowshelooksstunningand

glowing,itmightnothavebeenonlytheweatherbut

Isuspectit'salsoaman.I'llaskherwhenwe're



togetherandnotwithMandla.

Lwandle:"Itwasamazing,Ihavesomuchtotellyou.

Let'sgetinside"shehugsMandlaaswellandweall

goinside.

Lwandle:"Wowuboyisallgrownupey,canIsee

him?"

Me:"Sure,here"Ihandhimovertoherandshedoes

thosebabysoundstoplaywithhimbutWethuisn't

focused,Iseehiseyesshutdownslowly.

Lwandle:"Aww,didyoujustfeedhim?"

Me:"Yepandyouknowafterhe'shadhismilkhejust

wantstosleep"

Lwandle:"Tomorrowisstillanotherdaypumpkin"

shekisseshimandhandshimbacktome.

Me:"I'lljustgoputhimdown"shesmilesatmeandI

goupstairstoputhiminhiscot.Inoticethewindow

inhisroomisopen,perhapsthemaidsforgotto

closeitsoIcloseitmyselfandthenputonthe

heaterbecausehisroomisabitchilly.Igoback

downstairsandfindthemtalkingtoeachotherbut



asIwalkintheystoptalkingandandbothlookat

me.

Me:"What?"

Lwandle:"Mandlajusttoldmewhathappenedtoyou

today.I'mreallysorryeyareyouokay?"shecomes

tomeandgivesmeahug.

Me:"I'mokaybutIjustreallywishwestoptalking

aboutthisandtalkaboutyourvisittoCroatia"

Lwandle:"Iperfectlyunderstand"

Me:"Souhmareyouhungry,weateatarestauranta

whileagobutIdidtakeoutsomechicken.ShouldI

cookforyou?"

Lwandle:"Yesplease"

Me:"Okaylet'sgo"IwasreallytiredsoIjustmade

pap,gravyandgrilledchickenforLwandleandwhile

IwascookingshewastellingmeandMandlaabout

thewonderfulthingsshedidinCroatia.

Lwandle:"Youguysshouldreallyvisitthatplace"

Me:"I'veneverevenbeenoverseas"



Mandla:"Really?"

Me:"Mandlawhatdoyoumeanreally?Youknowme

andI'vebeenbyyoursidethiswholetime.Ihaven't

beentoanothercountryorstateforthatmatter"

Mandla:"Ohwellweneedtogobabes,butjustthe

twoofus"

Me:"Andourbaby?"

Mandla:"Well,Lwandlewillbearoundtotakecareof

him"

Me:"YouknowhowIfeelleavinghimalone.Ever

sincethatCassandracatastropheI'vebeenskeptical

aboutleavinghimwithjustanybody"

Justashe'sabouttotalkhisphoneringsandhe

looksatthecallerIDlooksatbothmeandLwandle

andstepsasidetoanswerhisphone.Ijustlookat

him,heneveranswershisphoneontheside.Itmust

beveryimportant.

AftertalkingIgohelpLwandlesettleininoneofthe

guestroomsandthenaftershesaysgoodnightI

walkbacktoourroom.IfindMandlajustlayingon



thebedwithhishandbehindhishead.

Me:"Andnow?"

Mandla:"Nothingjustwaitingforyou.Comelet's

sleep"Ichangeandthendawnanightdresson.I

makeashortprayerandslipintothecovers.Isleep

withmybackfacinghimandhecircleshisarm

aroundmeandthenmovesthebraidsthatare

coveringmynecktothesideandplantsakissonmy

neck.

Mandla:"Iloveyou"

Me:"Iloveyou"

I'vealwaysfeltlikesaying"Iloveyoutoo"backtoa

personkindofseemslikeyou'rebeingforcedtolove

thatpersonback,likeifyoudon'tsayithe'llkillyou,

likeofyoudon'tsayitbackyoudon'tlovetheperson

whichiswhywheneverhesays'Iloveyou'Ialways

replybackwith'Iloveyou'.ThisIloveyouismylove

forhim.

-

-



I'minmybed,andthenIwakeupsuddenlystartled.I

lookaroundandtheroomisempty,it'sjustmybed,

onmyleftsideisbabyWethuandhe'scryingvery

loudlyformyliking.Whatisitnow?Itrytotakehim

inmyarmsbutalargeblackpythonappears

immediatelyandthencirclesitselfaroundhim.This

wholetimethesnakekeepslookingatmeinthe

eyesandlaughingatme.It'seyesaregreenasgrass.

ThesnaketakesWethuawayslowlywhileslithering,

avoicefromacrosstheroomshouts"Vuka

Nomzamo!!".

-

-

Mandla'sPOV.

*

*

IwaituntilIhearhersnoringsoftlybelowhervoice

andthenremovemyarmaroundherwaist.Igetup

slowlyfromthebed,gotothewalkonclosetand

thendawnablackpoloneck,Greysweatpantsand

blackTimberlandboots.IthenthrowaJeanjacket



overmyshouldersandthenkissheronherforehead.

Shemovesabitbutshe'sstillsleeping.Igrabmy

keysandthengotoalsocheckuponWethu,the

smallguyisstillsleeping.Ismileatmyselflooking

athim.God'spreciousgift,asmallhandsomeboy

thatNomzamogavetome,istillcan'tbelievehe's

myown.IwalkoutsmilingandthendialMuzi.Over

thepasttwoyearsourrelationshiphassurprisingly

grownstrongerandbetter.We'reinseperable,I've

forgivenhimandhehasalsoforgivenme.Wenow

havepeacebetweenusandI'mgladthat'sjustthe

wayitis.Heanswersonthefirstring.

Mandla:"Ishestillalive?"

Muzi:"YeahheisbutknowingmeIdidsome

damage"

Me:"Great,I'mcomingnow"Icutthecallandthen

driveoutofthegarage,throughthedrivewayand

outsidetheyard.It'sshowtime!IthoughtNomzamo

andIwereleavingallthehurtandmiserablepeople

thathavebeenonourlivestwoyearsagobutthis

cockydoctormadeamistakemessingwithmyown

wife.Howdarehetrytoeatmygoods.Nomzamo's



pussyandassismine,nooneelse.Itmakesme

evenmorefrustratedthinkingaboutwhathewas

tryingtodo.

30minuteslaterI'vearrivedatthewarehouse.Atthe

entrancearedifferenttypesofguns,toolsandthe

likes.Idon'tevenwastetime.Igrabagun,alarge

hammerandpliers.Iwalkforwardandfindtheguy

withbloodoozingfromhismouth,noseandhead.

Me:"Sengfikile"

Muzi:"Great,I'lljuststandherewhileyoudoyour

thing.He'sbeentalkingkakthewholetime"

Chrislooksatmeandlaughs.

Me:"Andwhatseemstobefunnyhere?"

Chris:"Youhavenoideawhatistocomeforyouand

yourfamily.Ihateyou"

Me:"Andyouhavenoideawhat'stocometoyou

now?Haveyoubeensent?"

Chris:"I'mnotansweringadamnthing"

Onethingthatmybrotherhastaughtmeisifan

enemywon'ttalk,youmakehimtalkbyinflicting



painonthem.Imeannomaniswillingtoloosean

eye,anearorevenafinger.Icheckhimoutand

noticethathisleftsidejawisabitbrokenbutifI

attackithemightnotevenspeakatallsoIdecideto

gowiththefingers.Somethingthathasn'tbeen

touched.

Me:"Ohsoyouthinkgrabbingandtouchingmygirlis

cool.I'llmakesureyounevertouchanythingagain."

Thechairhe'ssittingonhasanelbowrestsoItell

MuzitotiehishandsflatdownandIalsograba

chairandsitnexttohishand.

Chris:"Hellnowhatareyoudoing?"Iignorehimand

grabthehammer.Iliftitupformorepowerand

smashithardonhishand,youcanhearthebones

breakandhecriedoutinaloudvoice.Itakeanother

goandhecriesagain.Inoticethepinkyfingeris

startingtodangleandthenIgrabthepliers.

Me:"Trustmethiswon'thurt"Iputhisfingerinthe

pliersandclosethepliers.Hetriestofightbutmy

goodbrothershutshimupbypunchinghimand

stranglinghim.Itugandpullandthenthereitis.His



onefinger.

Me:"Oops"

Chris:"Okayokay.I'msorryI'lltalk"

Me:"Youseethatwasn'tsohardforyoutodo.Who

sentyou?"

Chris:"NoonedidbutIdecidedtotakeyouonby

myself.Ijustwantedpaybackforwhatyoudid."

Me:"Bullshityouasshole.Soyoustupidasshole

decidedtoattackmyfamily?."

Chris:"Ididn'tthinkthisthroughnowIjustknowwhat

you'recapableof"

Me:"Welldocyoudoknowyou'regoingtopayfor

youractions"

Chris:"I'msorryman,I'mreallysorry."

Me:"Sorrydoesn'thelp",Itakethegunandthen

pointitathim.Hestartscryingandbeggingforhis

life.

Me:"Pussy"

Bang.



Ihitrightontarget.Rightonthetempleofhis

forehead.

Muzi:"Yougavehimaneasywayout.Youshould

haveinflictedmorepainonhim"

Me:"IknowbutrightIjustwanttohometomywife

andfuckheruntilsunrise"

Muzi:"Woahbro,that'stoomuchinformation"

Me:"Itrustthatyou'llcleanupright?Feedhimtothe

dogsormaybeburnhim"

Muzi:"I'lljustburnhim"

Me:"Good.LetmegowashmyhandsandI'llbeout

ofhere.Thankyou"

Muzi:"Noproblem."

Iwinkathimandthenwalktothebathroomsand

thenwashmyhandsandremovetheblood.Icheck

myclothesandthere'snosignofbloodandsoI

walkoutofthewarehouseandinformthegentsthat

wehaveameetingtomorrowandthenIwalktomy

car.NomzamoisprobablysleepingrightnowbutI

stilldialhernumber.Itgoesunanswered.Ireally



wantedtotellherthatI'monmywayhomeandallI

wantistobeinsideofher.Iwasanxiousaboutwhat

Chriscoulddoandeventhoughhedidn'ttouchherI

justwanttobeinsideofherjusttoassuremyself

thatshe'sallmineandnobodyelse.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Iamdrenchedinsweatandtearsjustkeepfalling

downmyface.Iamevenconfusedandmymindis

allovertheplace.Thedoorswingsopenand

Lwandleiscarryingagunandshetoohasa

panickedexpression.

Lwandle:"Nomzamo!Areyouokay?Iheardyou

screaming.Sisiwhat'swrong?"

Ilookaroundandthensomethinginsidemetellsme

togocheckonWethu.Ishouldbeworryingabout

myselfbutmymotherlyinstincttellsmesomething

iswrong.Iremovethecoversfrommeandthen



wearmyslippers.

Lwandle:"Nomzamoyini?"

Me:"I'mgoingtocheckonWethu"Irushtohisroom

andLwandlefollowsme.Iopentheroomandflick

thelighton.

WHAT

THE

FUCK??!

Tobecontinued...
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Haveyoueverfeltyourworldcrumbleintopieces?

Haveyoueverfelthelpless?Haveyoueverfeltlike

theworldhasturneditsbackonyou?Liketheonly



thingthatmadeyouhappyhasbeentakenaway

fromyou?Haveyoueverfeltlikeyonkintoisjust

fallingapart?Atthispointinlifethat'showIfelt.My

yonkinto.Gone.Ilookedinthecot.Ilookedunder

thecot.Ilookedinthewardrobeandevenlooked

outsidethewindow.Nothing.

Me:"MybabyLwandle!Mychild!Helpmelookfor

him".Mybodywasstartingtofeelweak,Icouldfeel

thetearsbuildup,thewillingnessinmestartingto

buildupandIfeltasifallwaslost.Istormedoutof

hisroomandwenttootherroomsandLwandle

helpedmelookforhim.Itwasuselessofmetolook

aroundtheotherroomsbecauseIknowWethu,he

nevergetsoutofhiscotuntilheistakenoutby

someoneelse.Thiscan'tbehappening.Notnow.I

thengodownstairsandthedooropens,it'sMandla.

Heseesmeandhisexpressionchangesandhe's

nowconfused.

Mandla:"Whatsgoingonhere?"

Me:"Ican'tfindWethu"

Mandla:"Whatdoyoumeanyoucan'tfindhim?



Shouldn'thebeinhisbed?"

Me:"TellmesomethingIdon'tknowMandla!"Ipush

himandcheckthelounge,hefollowsaftermeand

triestotalktomebyconstantlycallingmyname.

EventuallyIgetfrustratedandlashoutonhim.

Me:"YiniMandla?!What?!"

Mandla:"Pleasecalmdown"

Iholdmyfigurewithbothhandsandstartgetting

paranoid.TheairinmeisslowlygettingawayandI

feelmyselfsweatingandcrying.Hewalkstowards

meandIstepbackabit.

Mandla:"Come"hisarmsarewideopenforme.

Me:"Mandla...Wethu...I..."eachwordtakingitstoll

onme.Eachwordsoundingasawhisperasmy

vocalchordsprepareformycries.Hecomestome

andIcrashinhisshoulders,Icrumbletothefloor

andheholdsmeup.Istartcrying.Hetriestokeep

meupbutIkeepslouching,I'mweakandI'm

stressedout.Hethendecidestocarrymeinhis

armsandsettlesinthesofawithmeonhislapand

myheadonhischest.He'scradlingalmostasifI'm



ababy.

Me:"Mandla...Mybaby..."hehugsmeandIcanalso

seehiskindofhurtbuthewon'tshowit.

Mandla:"Shhh.ThulaNomzamo"

MymindvoluntarilytakesmetothetimewhenI

havebirth,thesmellofthehospital,theagonyIwent

throughpushingthatbabyout.ThetearsIcriedfora

babythatwantmineatall.ThepainIfeltwhenIwas

toldCassandrahadtookmychild.ThejoyIfeltwhen

Ifinallygothiminmyarms.Igrabthejerseyhis

wearingandclutchitintofists.Icrymore.Eachcry

filledwithpainandexhaustingme.Youknowthose

tearsyoucryatnightwhenyouwantnoonetohear

you?Thosedrainingcriesthattakeallyourenergy,

thatcauseyourinsidestohurt.Youwanttoscream

butthepainistoomuchsoyoucryoutitandevery

timeitfeelslikeapunchtoyourstomach.That's

howIfelt.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.



*

I'vebeenbeatenupbefore,likeseriouslybeen

punched,kickedandhurtverybadly.I'vebeenshota

coupleoftimes.I'vebeenthroughsomuchthathas

hurtmebutseeingNomzamocryinginmyarms

tonightseriouslytookthecup.I'veseenherlaugh,

heckI'vemadeherevenlaughnumeroustimes,but

I'veneverseenherinsomuchpainandhurtlikethis

before.I'mherhusbandandtrustmethatwasn'ta

wonderfulsighttosee.Thewaysheclutchedmy

jersey,itwasasifherlifedependedonit,evenafter

shegaveupthebattleandclosedhereyestosleep

youcouldstillhearhersobsoftly.Igotupfromthe

sofaandwalkedupstairstoourbedroom.Nomzamo

wasn'tthatheavy,shewasjustokay.Iasked

LwandletohelpmeopenthecoversandthenIput

heronthebedandcoveredher.Shelookedterrible.

Mydearwife.Ikissedhercheekandwalkedoutwith

Lwandle.

Lwandle:"I'veneverseenherlikethat?"

Me:"Iknowey,she'samothernow.Andit'shurting

herthatWethuismissing.Didyoucheckthehouse



again?"

Lwandle:"YesIdidandthere'snothing.Ithinkwe

shouldrathercheckCCTV"

Me:"Goodidea"

WemovedawayfromthedoorandthenIwalked

withhertocheckthecameras.

Me:"Okaylet'ssee"

Weplaythefootageandthenwatchclosely.

Lwandle:"Waitisn'tthatThalita?Yourhousemaid?"

Mandla:"Whatthehell?!Yes!"

Lwandle:"Wait!She'snotalone"

WenoticeThalitawalkoutwithWethuinherarms

andthenanotherfigurestepoutofthehouse,she's

tall,slimandwecan'treallyseeherfacebecause

she'swearingahat.Whowearsahatatnight?!I

zoominandIstillcan'tseebecausetheculpritis

alsowearingsunglasses.Wefollowthetwo's

movementallthewaytothegateandseethem

enterintoaFordFiesta.



Lwandle:"Woah!Whatareyougoingtodo?"

Me:"Firstthingsfirst,we'regoingtohavetoquestion

Thalita.She'scomingintomorrowsowe'lldojust

that"

Lwandle:"Whatifshedoesn'tcomeatall?"

Me:"ThenItrustyoutofindherhomeandgiveme

Intelonher.Shecan'tgetawaythateasily"

Lwandle:"Yougotit.WhataboutNomzamo"

Me:"Idon'tknow,I'llfigurethatoutsoon.Ijustneed

toreassureherthathe'llbebroughtbackhome"

Lwandle:"Theworldisfullofcruelpeopleey"

Me:"You'reright.Butthiswon'tbesohard,we'llfind

Wethu.Wehaveto"

Lwandle:"I'llcallMuzifirstthinginthemorning"

Me:"Cool"shehugsmeandthengivesmea

reassuringsmile.WeseparatewaysandIgotomy

room,Itakeoffmyclothesandthensettlenextto

her.IseehertossingandturningsoIdecidetojust

circlemyarmaroundherandIdrawherneartome.

Thisisgoingtobeonelongjourney.Isighandclose



myeyestosleep.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

MysleepwasdisturbedbyasnoringMandlabesides

me.Ithensitupandbalancemybackonthe

headboard.Ilookatthetimeandit's5aminthe

morning.IlookatMandlaandrememberyesterday's

events.Meinhisarms,literallycryingmylifeout.

Cryingfortheonethatmadeitallpossible.Crying

fortheonethathassurpasseditall.Butthen

somethingcrossesmymind,whenIwokeup,

Mandlawasn'tbesideme.Heonlyarrivedhome

whileIwassearchingforWethu.Ilookathim

intenselyandheopenshiseyesslowly,wakingupto

reality.Helooksatmeandcloseshiseyesandhe

alsositsupandlooksatmeagain.

Mandla:"HawuMaXulu,you'realreadyup?"



Me:"Wherewereyoulastnight?"

Mandla:"What?"heyawnsandrubshiseyes.

Me:"Ngithi,wherewereyoulastnightwhenourson

wentmissinglastnight?"

Mandla:"Woahwoah,areyoublamingmeforhis

dissappearance?"

Me:"PhendulaumbuzoMandla!"

Iexpecthimtoanswermeandtellmewherehewas

lastnightbuthejuststandsupfromthebed,wears

hissweatpantsandclickshistongueandwalksout

onme.Mxm.Iclickmytongueaswellandgetout

thebed,Igotothebathroomandtakeahotbath.

Afterawhile,IlotionandwearaGreytshirtanda

blackskirtandwhiteslippers.Iknow,thecolors

don'tcombine.Butwhocares?Itiemybraidsupand

awayfrommyfaceandthengodownstairs.Ifind

NompiwalkinginandshegreetsmeandIjustwave

ather.I'mnotinthemoodforanythingrightnow.I

findLwandleandMandlatalkingtogetherinthe

kitchen.

Lwandle:"Heygirl"



Me:"Hi"thegreetingiscold.Stiffinfact.Iopenthe

fridgeandgrabthemilkandpoursomeinabowl.I

thenopenaboxofCocoPopsandputsomeinmy

bowl.Idon'tevenbotherwarmingupthemilk.

Nompicomesinthekitchenwithaconfused

expression.

Nompi:"HauNomzamowhere'sWethu".

Thatname.That'swhatI'vebeentryingtoavoid

sinceIwokeup.I'vebeentryingtoavoiddwellingon

him,IknowjusthowbadIwillget.Iwanttocry

insteadIturnaroundandlookatherstraightinthe

eyes.

Me:"Phuma"

Nompi:"What?"

Lwandle:"What?"

Me:"Getthehelloutofmyhousetakeyourshitand

go"

Shelooksatmewithshockedeyesanddoesn't

move,IknowI'llhatemyselfforthisbuteywhatever.

Ineedmyspace.Icheckthedrawersforaknifeand



pointitather.

Me:"NgithePhuma!"thistimeIamshoutingather,

sherunsoffandIhearthedoorclose.Mandlaturns

tolookatmeandhealsohasashockedface.

Mandla:"Nomzamo!Uyahlanyayini?"

Forsomereasonwhathesaysmakesmeangry,soI

grabthebowlofcerealandwalktowhereheisand

smashthebowltotheground,thebowlbreaksand

thecontentsspillout.

Me:"Fuckyou!"Iclickmytongueandstormoffto

ourbedroom.Ithrowmyselfonthebedandthenlay

likethatforawhilebeforeturningonmysideand

cryingmyeyeballsout.

Wethu,Wethumntanam,mommymissesyouso

much.

ThesearewordsIsayinmymind.Tearsflowand

don'tstop.Myphoneringsanddisturbsme.Iignore

itbutitringsagain.Ireachoutforitandit'sAyanda.

Iignoreitbutthegirljustdoesn'tgiveupsoIjust

answer.



Ayanda:"Hauareyoustillsleeping?"

Me:"No"myvoiceismuffled.

Ayanda:"Thencomepickmeup"

Me:"Askoneofyourboyfriendstodoit.Bye"Icut

thecallandswitchmyphoneoff.Screwherfor

beingselfish.Ishutmyeyestosleep.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

AfterNomzamo'slashoutthismorning,Muzicalled

totellmehe'satthegateandthathelosthiskeys

andwantstocomein.Iopenforhimandhecomes

inandfindsmecleaningupthemess.

Muzi:"Woah,littlebrocleaningthehouse.Uphi

uNomzamo?"

Me:"Youdon'twanttoknow.Manjewenaiskhiya?"

Muzi:"IhavenoideawhereImisplacedthembutI'll

findthemsoon."



Me:"Youbetter"

LwandlecomesinsidethekitchenandgreetsMuzi

andtheyhugeachother.

Muzi:"Lwandletoldmethebadnews.Isittrue?"

Me:"Yeah,Wethuhasbeenkidnapped"

Muzi:"Yohthatsbad.Nowonderyou'recleaningup

thefloorsandnotyourWife.Doyouhaveany

leads?"

Me:"YeahIdo,oneofthemaidstookhim.ButCCTV

showsanotherculpritthatwehavenoideawhoitis"

Muzi:"Wellgreatlet'sstartthere"

Beforewe'reabouttotalk,IhearNomzamoscream

inagonyupstairs.Shit!!What'sgoingon.MuziandI

lookateachotherandhepullsouthisgunand

Lwandlethrowsmehersandwerunupstairs.

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

I'veneverfeltagonisingpainlikethisbefore.Almost

asifI'mbeingchoppedinpieces,likeadozenof

needlesarebeingpiercedtomybody.Likemyblood

isboilingandfeelingacidic.Ihearthedooropen

loudlyandItrytoopenmyeyesbutmyeyesdon't

wanttoopen.

Mandla:"Nomzamo!!Areyouokay?!"Itrytoanswer

butthepainkeepsgettingmoreagonising.Iam

layingonthebedwithmykneesuptomychestand

myhandsinmyhair.

Muzi:"Ofcourseshe'snot!Lookather.Shelooks

terrible"

Lwandle:"Getout!Iknowwhatthisisandbothof

youcan'tbehere"thepainintensifies.

Lwandle:"Come,letmehelpyou"

Me:"Ican'tmoveLwandle!"



Shedoesn'tsayanythinginsteadshegrabsmystuff

armandpullsittowardsherwithsomuchforce,it's

notsupposedtobehurtingbutrightnowit's

agonising.Iscreamasshemassagesmyarmand

thendoesthesametotheother.Whileshe'sdoing

thatIsuddenlyfeeltheurgetovomit,likevomitingis

thewaytogetbetter.Ifeltlikesomethingbigwas

goingtocomeout.

Lwandle:"Takeitout!Now!"

Theminuteshesaid"Now!"Ireleasedwithout

hesitatingandIvomited.Idon'tknowwhere

becausemyeyeswerecompletelyshutasifthere

wassupergluebetweenthem.Thenit'sallover.She

helpsmelayonmybackandIfeeldrained,Ihaveno

strengthatall.Sheputsmeunderthecoversand

stayswithme.

Itrytotalkbutsheshutsmeup.

Lwandle:"Don'ttalk,youdon'thavestrength.Sleep,

you'llbebetterwhenyouwakeup"Inodandsleep.

MyeyesarealreadyclosedsoIsleep.

*



*

Thalitha:"Ntandodon'tforgetwhywetookthisbaby"

SheignoresherandcradlesWethuinherarms.

Wethuisdrinkingformulamilkfromabottlethat

Ntandoisfeedinghimwith.

Thalitha:"Ntando!I'mtalkingtoyou"

Ntando:"Lookma!Iknowwhywetookthisbaby,he's

thekeytoremovingourcurse.Butlookathim,he's

innocentandIcan'tbeartokillhim"

Thalitha:"Ohplease,sparemethecrap.Doyoureally

thinkIwantedtobehere?Welosteverything,Ilost

myjob.DoyouthinkIwantedtobeadomestic

worker?No!!Getyouracttogether"

Ntando:"Ma.."

Thalitha:"Shutup!Getyouracttogether!Weare

killingandsacrificingthischild.You'reanidiot!

SometimesIevenwonderifyou'remyrealchild"

Sheclickshertongueandwalksaway.Ntando

doesn'tcareaboutwhathermothersays.Yes,

MandlaXulu,theonlymanthatshehaseverfallenin



lovewithbrokeherheartandruinedherlifeandher

family'saswell.Yesshewantedrevenge.She

wantedhimtoloseitslowlylikeshelostherthings

slowly.Shewantstoseehimbrokenbutthepure

eyesofWethumakehercontemplateherchoice.Is

itworthitthough?Doeshereallydeservethis

tourtue?Shecanjustgoaheadandhumbleherself

andmoveonwithlife.Shecanmakethebestofit

onceagainbuthermotherispressuringher.Her

momwasonceatopaccountant,thebestofthe

bestbutnowallshecanmanageisbeinga

domesticworker.He'sdestroyedthem.Allofthem.

Ntandolooksoutthewindowandnoticesher

motherisgone.ShelooksatWethuandfmthen

wrapshiminhisblanket.Shecan'tdothisanymore.

She'stakinghimbacktohimmomanddad.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

IstruggletoopenmyeyesbutIeventuallyfullyopen



them.Theyfeelveryheavyandsore.Idrawmy

fingersclosertothemandpinchthem.Ilookaround

andnoticenoone.IwonderifIamaloneor

everyone'sdownstairs.Isitupandthenstretchmy

upperbodyandstretchmyneck.Igetoutfrombed

andthengotothebathroomtopee.WhenI'mdone,

Igodownstairs.Ihearafewfamiliar,muffledvoices.

Ifirstcheckthekitchenbutnoone,Icheckthe

diningroomandnooneandasI'mwalkingdeeperin

thehouseInoticemyolderbrotherSiyabonga,

Mandla,Muzi,NoxyandLwandleandayellowbone

girlwhoisdressedupwithsangomaattire.I'lldeal

withthatpartlaterbutassoonasIentertheroom,

NoxystandsuptomeetmeandguysIdon'tknow

aboutyouguysbutseeingmysisterbringsmegreat

joy,itmademeforgetaboutallmyworriesfora

while.Shehasalookofpityinhereyesandshe

opensherarmsformeandIcrashinherarms.I

wanttocrybutIdon'tallowmyselftocry.Idon't

wantmysiblingstoseemelikethis.

Noxy:"Udadewethusekuyisikhathiesidekangaka.

Bhekawenawonkeusukhulile(Mysisterit'sbeenso



long.Lookatyouyou'reallgrownup)"

Me:"I'mtheonewhomissedyousisiwami,howare

you?"

Noxy:"ngiyaphila.Nguweengikhathazeke

ngakho(I'mokay.YouaretheoneIamworried

about)"

Me:"Whywouldn'tIbeokay?"

Noxy:"UMandlausibizilewasitshelaizindabaezimbi.

Ngiyazinjeukuthiuyithandakangakananiindodana

yakhou-Owethu.Kulungile.Akudingekiwenze

okulungilephambikwethu.(Mandlacalledusand

toldusthebadnews.Iknowjusthowmuchyoulove

yoursonOwethu.Itisokay.Youdon'thavetoact

okayinfrontofus.)ilookdownandSiyainterrupts.

Siya:"ungamenziudadewethuomncaneakhale

uNoxy,wozaungibingelelesisi(Don'tmakeour

youngersistercryNoxy,comegreetmebabysis)"I

smileathimandgogivehimahug,hegivesmea

tighthugandIfeelathome.Hefishesforsomething

inhispocketandhepullsoutasmallBarOne

Chocolate.



Siya:"Rememberwhenyousmall,howhappyyou

wouldalwaysgetwhenIbroughtyouthischocolate

whenIgotbackfromwork"hehandsmethe

chocolateinmyhands,IlookatitandIam

overwhelmed.Ineverthoughthewoulddothisfor

meatthemoment.

Siya:"IjustthoughtIshouldbuyitforyou,tomake

yourmoodbetter"

AtearfallsdownmyfaceandIhughim.

Me:"Thankyou.Iappreciateit.Itreallymeansalot

tome"webreakthehugandwesitdown.

MandlaandSiyalookateachotherandMandla

nodstohimandthenSiyaspeaks.

Siya:"Lwandletoldusaboutwhathappenedtoyou

earliertodayandfiguredwecallatraditionalhealer

tohelpyou.HernameisLesegoandsheknows

whatyou'regoingthrough"

Ilookatherandgreetherandshegreetsback.

Lwandle:"Soareyougoingtotelluswhat'sgoingon

orwhat?"



Lesego:"Iwillbutcertainpeoplehavetobeexcused,

themessageIjustreceivedisdirectedtoNomzamo,

MandlaandSiyaonly"wealllookateachotherand

theothersstandupandleaveus.Shemovesfrom

thesofaandplaceshermatonthecarpet.Wethen

alsositdownaroundher.

Lesego:"Pleaseshowmeyourpalms"welookat

eachotherandshowherourpalmsandsheshivers

abitandstartsgroaningandgruntingfromdeep

withinhervocalchords.

Lesego:"Mhhmhhh,whatI'mseeinghereisnotgood.

Notgoodatall"

Siya:"Whatdoyousee?"

Lesego:"TheXuluancestorsarefightingveryhard

foryourbabybuttheforcesofdarknessarealso

fightinghard.Theonewhotookyourchildwantsto

killhim,theywanttohurtyou"

Mandla:"Canyoutelluswhoitis?"

Lesego:"Ireallycan'tsee,butaskyourbrotherabout

theissueofthekeys,thatcouldbeyourstart.You

havetofindyourbabyguys,quickly.Orelsethere



willbetearsinthishouse"IlookatMandlaandthe

tearsbuildupagain.

Lesego:"Nomzamo,theywantyoutobecareful.Be

carefulgirl"

Iwonderwhatthatmeans.Shethenreturnsbackto

hernormalselfandstartsbreathingproperly.She

standsupandweallstandup,Mandlapaysherand

walkshertothedoor.I'mnowsittingintheliving

roomwitheveryonearoundme.Mandlacomesback

andsitsdownalso.

Mandla:"Muzi,whathappenedthedayyoulostthe

keys?"

Muzi:"Idon'tremembermuchbro"

Siya:"Wellweneedyoutopullthroughforus,please

tryandrecall"

Muzi:"OkaywellthatnightIdidvisitanightclubwith

afewfriendsandthenIwentbackhomewiththis

nicegirl.ImeanusuallyIpickthemoutbutshejust

threwherselfatmeatme.Trustmeshewasa

fiesty.."



Mandlacutshimoff.

Mandla:"Notnowbro"

Lwandle:"Doesthisgirlhaveaname?"

Muzi:"Ofcoursesis,shesaidhernamewasNtando

orThandosomethingalongthoselines,Iwasreally...

"Iliftmyhandupandstophim.

Me:"Whatdidyousayhernamewas?"

Muzi:"Ntando.Yeahthat'sright"

Me:"Ohno!"thetearsstartflowingdownmyface

andMuzinowhasaconfusedexpressiononhis

face.Mandlahashishandsoverhishipsandhe's

lookingatMuziandisshakinghishead.Siyaisalso

wonderingwhat'sgoingonandNoxycomestohug

me.

Mandla:"Telluswhathappenedafteryoutookher

home"

Muzi:"Wellyouknow,wehitupthewholenightand

whenIwokeupshewasn'tthere"

Mandla:"OhhellnoMuzi!!Doyourealisewhatyou've

done?"



Muzi:"Uhmm,caretoexplain?"

Mandla:"Thatgirlnearlyruinedmymarriagebro,now

itmakessense.Sheusedyoutogettous."

Muzi:"Don'ttellmeyouthinkshetookthekeysand

kidnappedOwethu"

Mandla:"Well,doyouhaveabetterexplanation.She

hashimMuziandGodknowswhatshe'sgoingtodo

tohim"

Muzi:"Woah,Nomzamo,makoti.I'mreallysorry,I

hadnoidea."Istandupandlookathimwithteary

eyes.Apartofmewantstokillhimrightnow,but

he'sright.Hehadnoideahewassleepingwiththe

devilhimself.Ilookdownandbackathim.

Me:"Don'tblameyourself.Itotallyunderstand.Now

ifyoudon'tmind,I'dliketobeexcusedplease"Iwalk

awayandthegirlsfollowme.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*



Nomzamoishurtguys.She'sseriouslynotokaywith

everythinggoingon.Nowit'sjustme,Muziandher

brotherSiya.IwanttotalkaboutthemissiontoMuzi

butSiyaishereandhedoesn'tknowaboutthe

doublelifethatmeandmybrotherlive.Imeanwe

willhavetoeventuallytalkaboutitthat'swhyIcalled

himhere.Icalledmyotherfriendsearliertodayand

theyalsopromisedtocome.WhenIwasKwaZulu-

NatalIhadtomission'swithoutthembecausethey

alsohadtodomissionsaroundhere.ButnowIfeel

verycomfortableandconfidentthattheywillbe

aroundtohelpme.Thisismyterritory.Thisisthe

placewhereIcanshowcasemycruelty.

Siya:"YaziMandlaIseeyou'rejuststandingthere

andnotdoinganythingaboutit.Beamanandstand

upforyourfamily"IrollmyeyesandjustasIam

abouttoputhiminhisplacethedoorbellrings.Igo

tolookwhoitisandwhenIopenthedoorit'smy

friends.

Me:"Heyheyfellas"wefistpumpeachotherandI

welcometheminthehouse.Ileadthemtothe

sittingroomwhereMuziisandtheygreethimand



Siya.

Khaya:"Sowhosethisman?"

Me:"OhgentsthisisNomzamo'sbrotherandhe's

heretovisitus.HisnameisSiya"

James:"Ohshobozza"siyagreetsback.

Siya:"Soinsteadofyougoingouttofindyourchild

you'rethinkingofthrowingachillaswithyour

friends"mxmthisfoolknowsnothing.Ididn'twant

himtoknowthathe'ssittinginaroomwith

gangsters.Peoplewhokill,peoplewhorob,people

whomanipulate.Ilaugh.

Me:"Gentlemenpleasefollowme,let'sgettowork.

Ohyou'reinvitedtooSiya"Ileadthewaytomystudy.

It'sverylargeandbigandthere'senoughroomfor

ustositanddiscusshowwe'regoingtofindWethu.

Ipourthemeachawhiskeyandwesettledown.

Smanga:"So,whatareyouthinking?"

Me:"Well,theonlythingweknowisabitterpotential

loverhasmychildandwasseekingforrevenge"

Siya:"Whatthefuck,youwerecheatingonNomzamo?



JustwhenIthought..."beforehefinisheshis

sentenceJamesstandsupimmediatelywithhisgun

pointedatSiya.Ilungebackinmyseatwithasmile

ofsatisfactiononmyface.Thisisgoingtobegood.

Siyaisshocked,hedoesn'thaveanywords.

James:"ListenhereSiya.Idon'tcarethatNomzamo

isyoursister,littledoIcarewho'sbrotheryouare.

WeareinameetinghereandIwanttofocusonthe

planwithoutyoudisruptingmypeaceormyfriends

peace.Getyourshittogether.Doweunderstand

eachother?"

IlookatSiyaandhenodshisheadvigorouslyathim.

James:"Good,I'mgladwehaveanunderstanding.

Now,backtotheplan"heputshisgunonthetable

andsitsdown.Thepoorguyisevenshaking,letme

makethingseasyforhim.

Me:"LookSiya,myfriendscameovertohelpme

today,we'retryingbyallmeanstogetmywifehappy

againandwewilldoallthatittakestogethimback.

Heck,I'dkillformysontobeinhismomsarms.

Now,allIneedtoknowisifyou'regoingtohelpus



ornot?"

Heclearshisthroatandgulpsthewhiskeyinonego.

Siya:"I'llhelpyou"

Me:"Good.Nowfocus"

*

*

NtandosPOV.

*

Theguiltiskillingmeinside.Ican'ttakeitanymore,

it'sasifeverydaythere'ssomeoneinmymindthat's

pointingmeoutfortakingMandlaandNomzamo's

baby.Mymomandsisteraren'taround,whichis

goodnews.Thiswillgivemetimetotakehimback

wherehebelongs.Backtohishome,hedoesn't

belongherewithme.Ibathehimandchangehim

intohisbabyclothes.Ialsotakeabathandwear

bluejeans,ablacktopandblackairforce1s.Igrab

thewigbesidesthedressingtableandwearwigso

thatIcandisguisemyselfinpublic.I'mprettymuch

sureMandlahaspeopleallovernow,lookingoutfor



theonewhotookhischild.Icoverthechildinsome

blanketsandthenpackabagwithsomeofmy

clothes.AfterIreturnhimtohisparents,Inever

wanttoreturntothishouse.Mysisterandmother

cansufferherealone,Iwantout.Iwanttomoveon

withmylife.Icarrythebagwithmyrightarmand

placethebabyonmyleftarm.IopenthedoorandI

nearlypeemypantswhenIseewho'sbythedoor.

Ayanda:"uyithathakuphilengane?(Whereareyou

takingthisbaby?)

Shit!!

Tobecontinued...
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*

*

NtandosPOV.

*



Me:"I..Uhm.."

She'snotalone,she'swithAntonio.Shepushesme

backinsidethehouseandInearlyfall.

Ayanda:"I'mtalkingtoyou,whereareyoutakingthis

baby?"Ifindcourageandthenanswerherback.

Me:"IwantoutAyanda,Ican'tdothisanymore.I'm

takinghimtohisparents.Movefrommyway"

Antonio:"You'recrazy,you'renotgoinganywhere"

Me:"Okayyouknowwhat,youcankeepthebabybut

I'mnotstayinglongenoughtoseeyouguyssuffer

yetagainatthehandsofMandla"IputWethudown

andgivehimakiss.IpushAyandafrommyway.

Ayanda:"Wait!You'renotthinkingclearlysiswami,

thinkaboutthis"

Me:"IknowwhatI'mdoing.Andit'stherightthing"

Ayanda:"Butwe'resupposedtobesisters.

Remember,sisterstilltheend"

Ilookatherandtearsfallsdownmyface.

Me:"I'mreallysorry,Ican't."iopenthedoorandwalk



tomycarandbehindmeihearthemtalktoeach

other.

Antonio:"Leaveher,wedon'tneedher.Aslongas

wehavethisbabythenwecanplayontopof

Mandla'shead"

Ayanda:"Shemightgotohimandtellhimourplan"

Antonio:"Shewon't,trustme"

Igetinmycarandstarttheengine.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Myalarmwakesmeupwithitsirritatingsound.I

turnonmysideandNomzamoissnoringsoftly.

She'ssocutewhenshe'ssleeping.WhileI'mlooking

ather,Ithenhaveanaughtyidea.Ithrowthecovers

downonthefloorandfullyturnmybodytoher

direction.She'swearingapinksilknightgownthat

hassomesmallflowerprintdetailonandIcansee

hernipplesthroughthematerial.Iturnhersothat



she'snowlookingatme,sheopenshereyesslightly.

Wakingupfromlalaland.Ihoveroverherandnow

she'sunderme,Iliftuphernightgownallthewayto

herhead.ShemoansandwantstoturnaroundbutI

holdherbythelegsandkeepherstill.She'sstillabit

sleepyandgroggybutthatdoesn'tmatter.It'sbeen

awhilesinceI'vebeeninsideherandnowthatI've

wokenup,I'mhardlikearock.Iwanther.I'mhungry

forher.AsI'mreachingforherunderwearshe

smacksmyhandandsitsup.

Nomzamo:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Me:"It'snothingmuchbabe,justsomemorningsex"

Igiveherakissandkissherbodyfromtheneck

whilemovingdowntohervag.Ipartherlegsopen

andsheclosesthem.

Me:"YouknowIlikeitwhenyouplaytough"

Nomzamo:"Mandlano"Iignoreherandpartherlegs

againandtryremovingherunderwear.Sheholdsit

withherhandandclosesherlegs.

Nomzamo:"IsaidnoMandla!"

Whatthehell?!Sincewhendoessherefusetosleep



withme?!AtthismomentIdon'tevenknowhowto

feel.Imaginebeingdeprivedofsexfromyourwife.I

know!Thisistotallycrazy!

Me:"OhpleaseNomzamo!Whatisitnow?"

Nomzamo:"Ican'tdoit"

Me:"Youcan'toryouwon't"

Nomzamo:"Both.Oursonismissingforcryingout

loudandallyouwantissex.ComeonMandla"

Me:"Bullshit!Youknowit'snotaboutthat.Youwon't

evenletmetouchyoulately.What'sgoingon?"

Nomzamo:"Nothing,Ijustdon'tthinkit'stheright

timetodothat"

Iclickmytongueandthrowherlegstothesideand

getoffthebedandwalktothebathroomtocooloff.

Somethingseatingherup,it'snotjusttheOwethu

sagait'ssomethingelse.It'sbeentwodays,andshe

doesn'tlikemetouchingheroreventalkingtoher.

WomenarecrazyIswear.Iwasevenplanningon

askinghertoagalahappeninginaweek'stime.I

guessIshouldconsidermyoption.Iopenthe



showertapandstepinandtakeaquickshower,

whenI'mdoneIlotionandstepoutthebathroom.

She'snotinthebed.TodayIhavealotofmeetings

andImightevencomehomeverylate,Idecideon

wearingblackplaidslimfitpants,awhiteshirt,a

blacktieandablackplaidblazertomatchandblack

shoes.IthendawnasilverTissotwatchandwear

myblackbelttomatchmyshoes.Ithemfinishoff

myapplyingArmaniPerfume.Ibrushmybeardand

thenapplylotiononmyhands.Ihavemeetingsinan

outsoIcan'tlookbad.Ineedtolooklikeandsmell

likemymulti-billionairecompany.Igrabmylaptop

andputinitsbagandgodownstairs.Lwandleand

NoxyarestillaroundtosuportNomzamoandsoI

greetthemandgrabanapplyfromthefridge.They

areallcookingbreakfast.

Nomzamo:"Aren'tyougoinggoeat?"

Ilookatherandthenanswerher.

Me:"No,ladieshaveagoodday.I'mleavingnow"I

lookatNomzamoonceagainandIwalkout.She

mademereallyangrythismorningbutIwon'tlether

gettome.RightnowIhavetobefocused.TodayI'm



allalonesoIdecidetotakemyMercedesCLA220

Coupe.Istarttheengineanddriveofftowork.

Itsa45minutedrivetoworkandwhenIgetinIam

greetedbyafewemployees,afewpotential

businesspartnersandsomebusinessmenwho

wanttocomeinthecompanyandproposetome

theirplans.MostofthetimeIbrushthemoffand

askthemtotalktomyPALaurette.Igetinthe

elevatorandthenIpressfloor19.I'malwaysthelast

onetogetoff.WhenIreachmyoffice,IfindLaurette

notinherseatandanewwomanisseatedthere.I

don'tgreether

Me:"Whoareyouandwhere'sLaurette"

"GoodmorningMrXulu,mynameisThatoMokoena

andLaurettehasresignedfromthecompany.Iwas

appointedherebyHR"

Me:"Oh,getmemyscheduleandbringittomyoffice

please"

Thato:"Yessir"

Isettleinmyofficeandafewminuteslater,mynew

PAThatowalksin.She'sfairincomplexion,slimbut



shehasanicebody,she'smediumheightandhas

blackeyes.It'sherfirstdaytodayandshe'swearing

ablacktightskirt,awhiteshirtthathasthefirsttwo

buttonsloose,aredblazerandredstilettoson.Her

redlipstickandredmanicurematcheswithheroutfit.

Imustsayshe'sastunningwoman.Shehandsme

myscheduleandIthankherandgivehersomework.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

IamsittingoutsideonthepoolsidewithLwandle

andmysisterLwandleandwe'resippingonsome

juiceandenjoyingthewarmsun.

Noxy:"Inoticedsometensionbetweenyouand

Mandlathismorning.Whatseemstobethe

problem?"

Me:"Nothingmuchhewasbeingreallyselfishthis

morning.Hewantedmetohavesexwithhim.Isaid

noandhegotmad,ImeanwithWethumissingand



all,theonlythingonmymindisfindinghimand

gettinghimback"

Lwandle:"Haukodwagirl,weunderstandthatWethu

ismissingbutyouneedtoknowthatyou'rea

marriedwoman"

Noxy:"She'sright,menneedthatsometimessis,and

ifyou'regoingtostarvehim,hemightgetitfrom

somewhereelse"

Lwandle:"Mmhhh,eventhoughyoursonis

missing,he'stryingbyallmeanstofindhim,he's

probablyalsoasworriedasyouareandheprobably

wantedassurance.Don'tstarvethemanlikethat"

Me:"Areyousure?"

Noxy:"Yes,we'rebeingserious."

Lwandle:"He'sgonetoworknowright,howabout

yousurprisehimwhenhegetshome.Dosomething

romantic.Youbothneeditgirl"

Me:"Iguessyou'rerightey,I'lltry"

Noxy:"Andyoumustsharewithushowitwas"she

winksaneyeatmeandlaughs.Lwandlelaughsatall.



Lwandle:"HaiNaweNoxyyouwantthegirltofillyou

uponhersexlife.Getyourownmanandexperience

foryourself"

Noxy:"Girl,trustme.I'vebeenlookingforonemy

wholelife.ButImustsay,myvaginatingles

everytimeIseeyourbrotherfriend,James"

Wealllaughtogether.

Lwandle:"Hawhuwegirl,thengoforhim"

Noxy:"HeseemslikeaniceguybutIdon'tthinkI'm

rightforhim.IfeellikeI'mnotinhisleague"

Lwandle:"Ohcomeon,don'tbesuchachicken.I'll

throwinafewwordsforyou"

Noxy:"Yohgirlpleasedo"theylaughandIjustshake

myheadatthem.

Noxy:"You'rebusyaskingmeaboutyourlovelife,tell

usaboutyoursLwandle"

Me:"Yestellushau,Iwassupposedtoasyouthe

nightyoucamebackbutIforgot,plusIdidn'twant

Mandlagettinginonourgirltalks"

Allofasudden,Lwandlestartsblushingandher



eyeslightup.I'veneverseenherlikethisbefore.

Lwandle:"Well.."

Noxy:"Spillthebeansphela"

Lwandle:"IdidmeetaguywhileIwasinCroatia"

Me:"Ooouuu!Iknewit!What'shisname"

Lwandle:"HisnameisAntonioandguyshe'sthe

perfectguyforme.Hehasthelooks,hehasthe

qualitiesandhedefinitelyhasthedick"

Welaughatherlaststatement.

Me:"Whenarewegoingtomeettheguy?"

Lwandle:"Iwantedyouguystomeettheguythis

Saturdaybutwiththiswholethinggoingon,Iguess

I'llbringhimanothertime"

Me:"Nonsense!Bringhimover!I'llcooklunchand

thenwe'llsitdownasafamilyandtalk.WithJames

andthemalso"

Lwandle:"Really?You'ddothat?"

Me:"You'vesacrificedsomuchformeLwandleand

nowIalsowanttodothesameforyou.IknowI'm



goingthroughalotbutiwoulddothisonethingfor

you"

Lwandle:"Awwthankyousomuch"Ihugherand

Noxyclearsherthroat.

Noxy:"Don'tforgetwho'sthesisterhere"welaugh.

Me:"BothofyouaremysistersandI'mreallyglad

yougetalongsowell."

Noxy:"Ofcoursewedo"wehugeachotherandthen

wearedisturbedbythedoorbell.

Me:"I'llgoseewhoitis"Istandupandrushtothe

door.Iopenandit'sAyanda.I'vebeenavoidingtalk

withhersinceWethuwentmissingandIdon'tknow

why.ShelooksatmeandIalsolookather.

Ayanda:"Iheardwhathappened"

Me:"Comein"

Ayanda:"Whydidn'tyoutellmeNomzamo,Ithought

wewerefriends"

Me:"Wearefriendsyes,butIwassoemotionally

stressedthatIforgottotellyou"



Ayanda:"Iwasreallysadthatyoudidn'ttellmebutI

feltbadrealizingyoursonhasbeentakenawayfrom

you"

Me:"It'sokay,Iknowhe'llbebacksoon"

Ayanda:"Pleasedon'tshutmeoutokay.I'mherefor

you"Ismileatherandwehugeachother.Lwandle

andNoxywalkinonushuggingeachother.

Lwandle:"Who'sthis?"

Me:"GuysthisismyfriendAyanda,Ayandatheseare

mysistersLwandleandNoxy"

Noxy:"Ohhi,comeonin.Letmegiveyousomejuice"

Itsnighttimeandtheladieshelpedmeprepare

somethingforMandlawhenhegetsbackfromwork,

theroomisfilledupwithscentedcandlesandthere

arerosesonthefloorandbed.Ievengot

strawberriesandcream.Itakeabathandthenlotion

andchangeintoafullblacklaceandsheercorset,a

lacethongandthenicegarterbelt.Iletmybraids

looseandwearblackstilettos.Ilookatmyselfinthe



mirroranddamnIlookgreat.Iapplysomemakeup

andthenapplyredlipstick.Mandlaisgoingtolose

hismind.NowallIhavetodoiswaitforhim.AsI'm

waitingIreceiveatextfromhim

'Workinglate,willbehomelateatnight'Irollmy

eyesandthrowthephonedown,Iblowthecandles

offanddon'tevenbotherchangingmyoutfit.Iget

underthecoverslikethat.Whatawasteofmoney

andtime.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

I'vebeeinandoutofmeetingsthewholedayand

nowI'minmyofficewatchingthepresentationthat

acompanysenttome.It'salmost7pmandIshould

beonmywayhometomyfamilybutIknowI'm

goingtofacethesamecoldtreatmentthatI'vebeen

facingthewholetime.Jamescalledmeearliertoday

andtoldmethathehasfoundaleadthatleadsto

OwethuandI'mhappyaboutthat.ItoldhimIwill



meethimtomorrowandwecantalkaboutit.AsI'm

scrollingthroughthepresentationIamdisturbedby

aknockonmydoor.

Me:"Comein"

Thedooropensandit'sThato.Shenowlooks

different,she'snotwearingherblazerandshelooks

exhaustedandshe'sreallycute.

Me:"Yes"

Thato:"Uhm,I'mdonewiththeworkloadandIjust

wantedtotellyouI'mleaving"

Me:"Okayyoucanleaveitonmydesk"

Thato:"Okay,youlookabitstressed"

Me:"You'veonlyknownmeforadayandyoucantell

whenI'mstressed.Actuallyyoudon'tevenknowme"

Thato:"OhI'msorry,Ijustwantedyoutorelease

somesteam"

Ilookatherandnoticeshe'sshy,Ilookatherand

lookatherbodyonemoretime.She'sgorgeousand

everysecondIlookatherIkeepgettingahardon.

Urghfuckit!



Ipullherclosertomeandherbreathingisnow

uneven,she'sshakingandveryuncomfortable.Ilean

intoherandplantakissonhermouth.I'mthinking

she'llrejectme,whichisthelastthingIneedbutshe

unexpectedlyopensupforme,she'skissingme

back.Igrabherassandshelet'soutasmallmoan

andIsmiletomyself.She'sneverbeentouchedlike

thisbefore.Shehasherarmsovermyshouldersand

Iturnaroundwithherandliftherupandplaceheron

thetable.Iunbuttonhershirtandshedoesthesame

too.Underneathhershirtshe'swearingapurplelace

bra,nowI'mreallyintriguedtoseeherpanty.

EverythingisgoingbysofastandbeforeIknowit

myonehandisfondlingherbreastsandtheotheris

fondlingherinsidewithtwofingers.I'mstillinmy

pantsandeverytimeIhearhermoaninmyearI

growharderandharder.WhileI'mfingeringher,she

keepsmovingaroundmyfingers,she'sallowingme

butIcantellshe'sscared.Shit!IswearI'mgoingto

explodeinthesepants,there'snotenoughroomin

thesepantsandI'mreadyforaction.Iunbucklemy

beltandunzipanddon'tevenremovemypants

entirely,IremovemyboxersandJohnnyhere



springsloose.Ifishforrubberinmydrawerand

luckilyfindone.Iturnheraroundsothatshe's

holdingthetableandherassisintheair.Idon't

evenknowThatothatwellandrightnowI'mnot

thinkingstraight.ButIjustwanttoimplode,Iwantto

releaseallthepainandangerI'vebeenhoarding

insideofme.I'mtakingthisbitchfrombehind.I

spreadherlegsanddon'tevenaskherifshe'sready

andlikethatIjustenterher.Shecriesoutand

shiversabit,rightnowIdon'tevencare.Ijustwant

toletgoofeverything.

Thato:"Yohh,thatwasgood"

Me:"Ohyeah"

Thato:"Yeah,perhapswecangoforroundtwo"

Me:"Uhmnottoday,Ineedtogohome"

Thato:"Ohhthatsucks"Irollmyeyesandweget

standupfromthecarpetandIlookformyshirtand

wearit,shedressesupalsoandIgrabmybag.

Me:"Doyouhavearidetogobackhome?"



Thato:"Yes,Ido"

Me:"Great,I'llseeyoutomorrow"Iwalkoutandgetin

theelevator.Mymindisdazedandallovertheplace,

deepdownIknowwhatIdidwaswrongbutIreally

don'twanttopaymuchattentiontothatrightnow.I

getinmycaranddrivehome,firstthingIneedtodo

istakeashower,Ismelllikesweatandsex.Iget

homeandthelightsareoff,everyonemustbe

sleeping.Iclimbthestairsandheadtoourroombut

onthewaytherethedoortoLwandlesroomopen

andshestepsout.Oh,she'snothappy

Lwandle:"Wherewereyou?"

Me:"Atwork"

Lwandle:"You'relyingMandla!Yousmelllikecheap

sex!"

Me:"Heyheydon'tmaketoomuchnoise"

Lwandle:"Nomahn,pleasedon'ttellmeyou'ddothat

toNomzamoagain"

Me:"Lookitwasamistakeokay,Iwastoofrustrated

andIneededsomesolace"



Lwandle:"HaiNxasiesman,you'remarriedforcrying

outloud"

Me:"I'mnotdoingthisnow"

Lwandle:"Ihopeshedoesn'tforgiveyouforthisone"

sheclickshertongueandclosesherdoor.Iwalkto

ourroomandswitchthelighton,myheartnearly

dropswhenIseethecandlesthatareintheroom.I

lookatthebedandsweetsweetNomzamois

snoringsoftly.Wasshewaitingforme?Hadshe

plannedsomethingforus?Ifeelhorriblerightnow.I

throwmybagandblazeronthecouchandgoto

takeashower.Aftertakingashower,Icovermy

lowerbodywithatowelandgetunderthecovers

withher.

Tobecontinued....
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*

*



Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Iwakeuptothesoundofwaterhittingthetiles.I

openmyeyesandnoticeMandladidn'tclosethe

bathroomdoor.Irollmyeyesandthenstretch.After

awhilehecomesoutfromthebathroomandhe

smellsfreshandgreat.Igetoutthecoversand

noticethatI'mstillinthelingerie.

Mandla:"Whuu,morningsexy"

Me:"Morning"

Mandla:"Areyouservingbreakfastinbed?"Ilaughat

him.

Me:"Unfortunatelyhoneythiswaslastnight's

dessertthatyoumissedouton.Doingwhat,Ihave

noidea"

Heclearshisthroatandthenmovestothebed.

Mandla:"Sodoyouhaveplansfortoday?"

Me:"Nope,I'llbestayingin.OhandIwantedtotell

youthatthisSaturdaywehaveabraaigoingonat

home"



Mandla:"What'stheoccasion?"

Me:"You'llsee.How'sthesearchgoing.?"

Mandla:"It'sgoingwell,Jameshasinformationfor

us.Youwanttocomeoverandfindout"

Me:"I'llsee,justtextmethedetails"

Mandla:"Okay,Ihavetogetgoingtowork"

Me:"Okay,safetravels"

Mandla:"Nobreakfastnyana"

Me:"Yourefusedityesterdayso.."

Mandla:"I'mreallysorrylove,Iwasangryatyoubut

nowI'mnot"

Me:"Ihearyou,justgomakecereal"helooksatme

andIlaughandopentheshowertap.Iremoveallthe

lingerieandstepintheshower.AfterI'mdone,I

coverwithatowelandthenlotion.WhenIstepout

tochangeInoticethatMandlaisnowgone.Ichange

andwearalongmaxidressandsandals.Iwalk

downstairsandthegirlsaremakingcereal.

Me:"Goodmorningladies"



Lwandle:"Heygirl,howdidyousleep?"

Noxy:"Shesleptwellduh,IwasreallysurprisedthatI

didn'thearyoumoanandcrythewholenight"

Me:"Uhm,well.Hecamehomelatelastnight"

Noxy:"What?!Whatdidhesayhewasdoingoutthe

house?"

Me:"ThemanhasajobNoxy,hewasworking"

Noxy:"Nono,he'sthebossright?Sohecancome

homeanytime"

Lwandle:"Whataretryingtosay?"

Noxy:"WellItoldyouhemightbegettingitfrom

somewhereelse,Ididwarnyoubabysis"Lwandle

andIlookedateachother.

Me:"Ohpleaseyou'rebeingdelusionalhere,hewould

neverdothat"

Noxy:"Justbeonthelookoutgirl"beforeIanswer

herIhearaphoneringingupstairsanditsoundslike

myringtone.

Me:"Excuseme"



Irunupstairsandthephoneisringinginmyroom,I

canhearitbutIcan'tfindit.Istandstillandtryto

locatethecallandthenfindoutthatit'sMandla's

phone.He'sleftitinthepocketsofthepantshewas

wearingyesterday.Itakeitoutandthephonestops

ringing.ThecallerIDisanunsavednumberbutthen

justasI'mputtingitdown,anSMScomesin.Ican

readaquarterofit.WellladiesIknowforafactthat

whetheryoususpectamancheatingornotyouwill

alwaystrytoopenhisphonenomatterwhat.And

yep,that'swhatIdid.Myintriguegotthebetterof

me.Itrytoopenitbutniggahasapassword.Ithink

ofpossiblepasswords.Ientermybirthdate,wrong.

Ienterhisbirthdate,wrong.Ienterourweddingdate,

wrong.IenterOwethubirthdate.Blinkylight!It's

right!I'min!Iopenthemessageandreadit.

°Lastnightwasgreat,Ican'tstopthinkingaboutit.I

mustsay,youareverygood.Washopingtoget

downwithyoutoday,I'llcomeinyourofficeatbreak

time.

-Thato°

WHAT



THE

SHIT?!

Isthismancheatingonmeagain?!Ican'tbelieveit!I

checkhisclothesthatheworeyesterdayandnotice

hiswhiteshirthassomemakeupandlipstickstains.

Idon'tknowwhattodo.Ifeelsobetrayedand

disappointed,lasttimeIcheatedInearlypaidthe

priceforitwithmylifeandheevenwarnedme

againstitbutnowhe'sdoingit!Again.Iwanttocry

butIwon't,I'mabiggirlnowandshitlikethisisn't

meanttobedwelledupon.Itakehisphoneandwalk

downstairswithit,Igettothekitchenandthegirls

werelaughingbuttheystop.

Noxy:"What'swrong?"

Iputthephonebeforethemandtheybothreadthe

message.

Lwandle:"Woah,who'sthis?"

Me:"Ihavenoidea,butonethingIknowisthatit's

goingtogodowninthatofficetoday"

Noxy:"Areyougoingtoallowthattohappen?"



Me:"Idon'tknowsis,I'mdefeated.Thismandefeats

thepurposeofthismarriage"

Lwandle:"Thenstandupforyourmarriage

Nomzamo,youandMandlaareinittogether"

Me:"ThenwhatdoyousuggestIdo?"

Lwandle:"Gotohisworkplace,showhimhowfierce

youareandthatyouwon'ttoleratecheatingatall".

Thegirlsareright,I'veletMandlastepalloverme

toomanytimes,Ineedtostandupformyself.

Me:"You'reright,Lwandledoyouhaveyourgun?"

Noxy:"Eh,whatgun?"

Me:"I'llexplainlater"

Lwandle:"YouknowIalwayshaveitwithme,you

wanttouseit"

Me:"Yesplease"

Lwandle:"I'llgetitforyou"

Noxy:"Woahwoahyou'regoingtogotohimdressed

likethat?!"



Me:"What'swrongwithmyattire"

Noxy:"Babygirl,it'sacommonfactthatwhoeverhe's

seeingisprobablygoingtoseehimdressedupso

sexy,youalsoneedtomakeastatement"

Lwandle:"She'sright,youneedtoshowMandlaand

hisflooziethatyou'vealsogotitwithinyou.Come

we'llhelpyougetready"theyholdmebymyhands

andwegotomybedroom,theyfiddlethroughmy

clothesandaftersomesearchingIamwearinga

shortblackleatherskirtwithaslitattheback,a

leopardprintshirtthatisn'thuggingmebutit'sabit

looseandleopardprintLouisVuittonstilettos.Noxy

thendecidesthatshe'sgonnadomymakeupand

Lwandlestyledmybraidsintoahighbun,my

makeupwasactuallysogreat,itwasn'tmuchandit

wasnaturallooking.AndIappliedredlipstick.I

grabbedmybagandputmyphoneandhisphonein

thebagandmypurse.

Lwandle:"Yhuu,Mandlaisgonnathrowafitwhenhe

sees.Youlooksostunning"

Noxy:"Indeedyoudo,nowgirlgoshowhimwho'sthe



boss"

Theyareright,Ididlookgreat,Ilookedsupersexy

andstunning.

Lwandle:"Here"shehandsmehergunandItakeit

andputitinmybag.

Lwandle:"You'rejustgoingtheretomakea

statementbutifyoudofindthebitchwithMandla,

shootherass"Ilaughandthenkissthemandwalk

outthehouse.TodayI'mtakinghisRangeRover

becausetheyhaven'tbroughtmycaryet.Igetinand

driveoff.OnmywayIlookatthetimeandnoticeit's

almost1pm,perhapsIshouldpassbyarestaurant

andgethimsomefood.IpassbyNandosandorder

andeventuallygetmyorder.Igetbacktothecar

anddrivetohisworkplace.AsIenterthebuildinga

lotofmenturnaroundtolookatmeandsometryto

stopmeandtalktomebutmymainaimistosee

Mandlaandhissidechick.Ididwarnhimthelast

timeandItoldhimIwillshootthegirlshecheatson

mewith.Igetintheelevatorandpressfloor19.

Whenitgetstohisfloorthedoorsopen.Showtime.

Thereareafewpeopleworkingandsomeevenstop



tolookatme,it'sworking.Ireachreceptionand

placethefoodonthetableandthegirllooksatme,I

readhertagandtheremyheartdrops.Ohh,sothis

isThato.Theonewho'sfuckingmyhusband.Sheis

aprettynicegirlandInoticeshe'swearingared

blousethathasanopeningtoherbreast.Oh,she's

tryingtolurehim.

Thato:"Goodafternoonmam,canIhelpyou?"

Me:"I'mheretoseeMandla"

Thato:"I'msorrymambuthedoesn'thaveany

appointmentstoday.CanIgetyourname"

Me:"NomzamoXulu"shelooksatmeandIseeher

eyeschangewhenImentionmylastname.

Thato:"Uhm,hedoesn'thaveanymeetingsasI've

mentionedtoyouMam"

Me:"It'sMrsXulutoyou..."beforeIsayanything

morethedoortohisofficeopensupandhehasa

surprisedlookwhenheseesme.

Mandla:"Baby?Hey,whatareyoudoinghere?"

Me:"Heysweety"hewalkstomeandIkisshim,right



infrontofher.Iwanttomakemystatement.

Me:"Iwantedustohavelunchinyourofficebutyour

floozieistryingtostopmefromcomingin"heclears

histhroatandlooksatherandallthistimeIhavea

smileonmyface.Hetakesthefoodonthetableand

holdsmyhandwithhisotherhandandleadsmeto

hisoffice.

Mandla:"Babylook.."

Iliftupafingerandplaceitonhislips.

Me:"Shh,let'seat"Iopenthebagandtakeouthis

foodandplaceitonthetableandthenaskhimtosit

down.Thiswholetimehehasashockedlookonhis

face.Inoticeanapkinonhistableandafewplates

andcutlerybehindhisdesk,Itakethefoodand

placeitbeforehimandputthecutlerybeforehim.I

takethenapkinandtuckitintohisshirt.Itakethe

knifeandthenputitunderhischin,infrontofhis

throat.

Mandla:"Woahbabywoah"

Me:"Shh"Itakeouthisphonefromthebagandthe

gun.Iplacethegunatthesideofhisface.



Mandla:"WhatthehellNomzamo"

Me:"Openyourphone."

Mandla:"Whatthehell?What'sgoingon?"

Me:"Justopenit"hechucklesandthenopenshis

phone.

Me:"Gotoyourmessages"

Hedoesthat.

Me:"Goahead,readthefirstone"

HeopensitandreadsitandIcanhearhisbreathing

changeafterhereadsit.

Mandla:"BabyIcan'texplain"

Me:"SthandwaSami,didInotpromiseyouthatIwill

shootyourlittlehoesnexttimeyoucheat.NowI

walkedinhereandnoticedthechickenyouwere

withlastnightandsheseemslikeanicegirl.AndI

amanicegirl,IwasgoingtodoitYazi"

Mandla:"Canyoujustsitdownsowecantalkabout

this"

Me:"NofuckyouMandla,I'msickandtiredofyour



bullshit.I'msickandtiredlisteningtoyou,it'stime

youlistentome"

HenodsandthenIdrawtheknifeclosertohisneck

sothatthebladeisliterallyonhisneckandIclick

thegunandplaceitonhishead.

Me:"IfIeverhearaboutyoucheatingonmeagain,I

willkillyouMandla.Iwillcutyourballsoff.DoI

makemyselfclear?Andtellyourlittlehoetostop

textingyouandtostopseeingyou.Doyou

understandme?"

Mandla:"Yes"

Me:"Good,nowI'mgoingtooutthereandtellher

bitchtostopbotheringyouandyouwon'tdo

anythingaboutitclear?"

Mandla:"Crystal"

Iremovetheknifefromhisneckandputthegun

backinmybag.

Me:"Enjoyyourlunchhoney,I'llseeyouathome"I

kisshimandwalkbackoutsidetoreception.Iget

thereandtheknifeisstillinmyhands.Iseeher



shiverabitwhensheseesmewalkinherdirection.I

gettoherandpointtheknifeather.

Me:"I'mleaving,ifIeverhearthatyousleptwithmy

managain,Iwillkillyou.DoImakemyselfclear"she

nodsherheadandIputtheknifedownandsmileat

her.

Me:"Enjoyyourdayfurther,hoe"

Ipressgroundfloorfortheelevatorandthenwhenit

openIgetinandasthedoorsareclosingIshowthe

girlamiddlefingerandthedoorclose.Asthe

elevatorisgoingdownIactuallyfeelgreat!Thatwas

liberatingItellyou.Ifeltsomuchincontrol.Matter

offactIstartlaughingatwhatIdidbeforeIleftthe

building.AstheelevatorreachesthegroundfloorI

stepoutandasI'mwalkingoutonmyleftInotice

someonefamiliar.Ilookcloselyandit'sNtando!

Whatthefudge?!Iamconfrontingthiskidnapper.

Tobecontinued...

[4/13,02:14]MaiTadi:Part2



Insert07.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

AllmylifeI'vebeenthreatenedbypeopleandI've

doneeverythinginmypowertoeliminatethembut

whatIwitnessedtodayreallygotmeweaktomy

knees.Myownwifecametomyofficetothreaten

me!Iwasn'tsupposedtobescaredbutIknow

Nomzamoasasweet,humblegirl.Yesshegets

madthereandtherebuttodaysheshowedmeshe

alsohasthatdarksidetoher.Wheredidsheeven

getthenervetopointmewithagun.Itssomething

I'veneverseenbefore.Iwasscaredintheprocess

butaftersheleftmyofficeImustsayIwaspleased

withher.She'simpressedmeandI'mstillshocked

andstunned.Thewholeactwassexyandtheoutfit

shewaswearingmadeherevenmoresexy,sheleft

tooearly.Ishouldhavetakenherrightonthistable

sametime.Aftersheclosesmydoor,Ishakemy



headandlaughtomyselfandstarteatingmyfood.

Afewminuteslatermydoorswingsopenandit'sa

shakingThato,shefliesinandclosesthedoor

behindherandplacesbothhandsonthetable,like

she'stryingtoregainbalance.Iamtemptedtohelp

herbutwhatifPsychoNomzamowalksin.Thistime,

shewillmeanherwords.Shewillliterallycutmy

ballsoff.Iwaitforhertoregainherbalance.

Thato:"WhatthehellwasthatMandla?!"

Me:"I'myourbossandyourefertomeasMrXulu.

Thisisn'tashebeen"

Thato:"What?!Youwantmetocalmdownafteryour

wifepointedaknifeatmeinfrontofmycolleagues"

Ilaughandrecallthatmomentthattookplacea

whileago.

Me:"Iknowright!She'ssomethingelsedon'tyou

think"it'smoreofapraisetoNomzamothanan

insult.Iseeherfacechangeandshe'shorrified.

Thato:"You'reinsane!I'mreportingthismattertothe

police"

Me:"Getoutofmyoffice!"shegivesmeadirtylook



andwalksout.Whodoesshethinksheistryingto

callthepoliceonmywife?Itakemyphoneoutand

dialJames,heanswersonthefirstring.

James:"Yes"

Me:"PleasegetmeinformationonaThatoMokoena"

James:"Okay,whatkind"

Me:"Thebasics,herfamily,herbackground,ifshe's

beenintroublewiththelawornot"

James:"Yeahsure,I'llsendtoyounownow."

Me:"Thanksman"

Icutthecallandcontinueeatingmyfood.WhenI'm

done,Ithrowthecontainersandthenwipemyhands

andthenmyphonebeepswithJamesemail.Iopen

myemailandthenreadtheinformationhegotfor

me.Ihopethere'ssomethingIcanuseagainsther.

Shehatesmenowbutshe'lldespisemeforevernow.

Ireadthebasics,she's23years,grewupin

Alexandraandshewasraisedbyasinglemother

andhas5otheryoungersiblingswhoarepractically

stillinschoolandshe'stheonlyonebringingthe



income.Oneofthesiblingsisnowaparalyticwho

gotintoacaraccidentafewmonthsagoandneeds

surgery.Shame,poorthing.Hermotherisa

pensionerandandthemoneythathermothergets

issmall.Thatmeansthesalaryshegetshereisthe

onlysourceofincomethatmakesadifferenceinher

home.TheyliveinanRDPhouse.Ilookthrough

moreofherinformationandreallytherejustisn't

muchinformationabouther.She'sanaveragegirl

anddoesn'thavemuchtoher.Ihatedoingthisto

someonewhoIknowistryingbyallmeanstoput

foodonthetable,butIhavetodoit.Ican'tallowher

tothinkshecanmesswithmeanygivenday.Tohell

withthat.

*

*

Thato'sPOV.

*

Urgh,hisstupidwiferuineditforme.Sheruinedmy

plan!HowamIsupposedtocontinuewithmyplan

nowthatshe'sliterallythreatenedtokillmeifshe



findsmewithherhusband.AllIwantisextramoney

sothatmylittlebrothercangoforsurgery.Hegotin

averybadcaraccidentafewmonthsagoandhis

brainhasbeenaffectedeversince,hewasavery

sharpkidbutnowhe'ssoslowandcan'teventalk

forhimself.Urgh!Ihatethis!Ihavetothinkof

anotherplan,perhapsI'llblackmailMandlainto

givingmemoneyandtellhimI'llreportherapedme.

Ihopeitworks.Idon'tknowthemansowellbutI

havetothinkofsomethingrealquick,everydaythat

goesdownisanotherbraincellthatdiesinmy

brother'sbrain.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

She'sabitfurtherthanmebutIpickupspeedby

runningabituntilI'mjustafewmetersawayfrom

her,shesheadedtowardsanelevatorthatIbelieve

isgoingtotheparkinglot.Shit!I'mbehindhersoshe



mightseeme.Luckilythereareafewmenand

womenalsowalkingtotheelevator.She'sthefirst

oneandshepressesforgroundfloor,withinminutes

theelevatorarrivesandthedoorsopen.Shestepsin

andIhavetomakesureshedoesn'tseeme,soIlet

alltheotherpeopleinfirstandIfollow,I'mtheone

who'sstandingbeforetheelevatordoors.Whenit

reachesgroundfloor,Imovetothesideandlookat

thewalloftheelevatorandeveryonegetsout.Ilook

aroundmeandshe'salsoouttheelevator,Iseethe

doorsclosingandIstopitwithmyhandsandstep

outalso.Ihavetobesilent,buthowamIgoingto

workthisout?WillIfollowhertohercarandthen

threatenherwithmygun?Whatifshereversesand

drivesoff?UrghIshakemyheadanddiscardthese

thoughts.There'sliterally4metresbetweenmeand

her.Ilookaroundandnoticethateveryoneelse

wenttotheothersideoftheparkinglotandonthis

sideit'sjustmeandher.She'swearingblackjeans,a

whitegolftshirtandblackankleboots.Youcanhear

themhitthegroundasshewalkandyoucanalso

hearmyshoesasI'mwalking.Thismightgiveme

off.Shefishesforsomethinginherbagandshe



pullsouthercarkeys.Thatjustmeanswe'renearing

hercar.ThenshepressesabuttonandIseeaBlack

GolfGTIlightupandIquickenmypacetowardsher

andpulloutmygun.She'sgonnahavetoanswera

fewquestions.There'snotimetochickenout.She

holdthehandle,turnsaroundandseesmeandIsee

thelookofshockonherface.Shetriestoopenthe

doorandgetinquicklybutIclosethedoor,grabthe

keysandthrowthemonthefloorandpointthegun

ather.Sonowit'smeandherbetweentwocars.I

lookaroundandthere'snoone.

Ntando:"Nomzamo!Ijustwantyou..."

Me:"Hey,shutup.Thula.Nxa!"

Shekeepsquietandhereyesareonthegun.

Me:"Where'smyson?!"

Ntando:"Look,letmeexplain"

Me:"Idon'twantanyexplanation,Ijustwantyouto

givemetheexactlocationofwhereheis"

Ntando:"Ialsodon'tknow"

Me:"Whatthefuckdoyoumeanyoudon'tknow.Isit



notyouwhotookhim?"

Ntando:"Ididyes,butlookthere'ssomeoneinyour

lifewhoclaimstobesomeonethatthey'renot"

Me:"Idon'thavetimeforyourriddles.Talknow,orI

willshootyourass"

Ntando:"Youwouldn'tshootme"

Withoutthinkingandreacting,Iclickthegunand

eventhoughI'mtemptedtokillthisbitch,istillhave

togethertotellmeexactlywhereWethuis.

Bang!

RightnowIhaveremorse,shescreamsandIquickly

coverhermouthmyhand.Shecollapsestothe

ground.

Me:"Relax,you'renotdeadyet.Yourlegwillbefine"

ShelooksatherlegthatIjustshotandshe's

mortified.Ipointthegunatherandremovemyhand

fromhermouth,she'sshiveringandstartscrying.

Ntando:"Nomzamoplease"

Me:"No,I'msickandtiredofpeoplelikeyou.Talk



nowandtellmewherethehellmysonis"

ShestartscryingandIgrabherbytheneckandstart

squeezingatherwindpipe.Shestartschokingand

herhandsaretryingtoremovemyhandonher

throatbutwithnoluck.I'mlookingstraightinthe

eyesofaladythathasmychildandshe'snoteven

beingcooperative.PerhapsIshouldaskMandlato

dealwithher,Ibangherheadonthedoorhandleso

hardandletgoofmygriponherneck.Istandup

andputmyhandsovermyhead.

Me:"Whythehellareyoumakingthissohardon

yourself.Justtellmewheremysonis.That'sallI

ask"

IturnaroundtoherandInearlypeemypants.She

layingonthegroundandIseebloodcomingfrom

herhead.Iimmediatelyrushandcheckher,Iplace

myfingersonherwristtocheckforpulse.Nothing!!

Okay,nowI'mscaredformyownlife.Iplacemy

fingersonherneckandnothingalso.Whatthehell?

Didshejustdieonmyaccount?!

Me:"Ntando"



Shedoesn'tanswerback.Hereyesarestillopenand

she'slookingatthecarbesidesus.

Ishakeherbodyandnothing!

Shit!I'minbigtrouble,Istandupandlookaround

theparkinglotandthere'snoone.Ispotmycara

fewspotsaway.Idon'tevenknowwhattodo!DoI

leaveherhere?DoItakeherandtakeherbodyto

herfamily?Shit!WhatdoIdo?Ilookinhercarfor

anycoveringandnoticeabigblanketonher

backseat,Ipullitoutandcoverherbodywithit.All

thistimeI'mevenshaking.Ican'tbelieveI'vedone

this.I'vekilledsomeone.Iwasn'tsupposedtodo

that,matteroffactthatwasn'ttheintention.It'salla

bigmistake.Idecidetojustwrapherintheblanket

andthenIrushtomycarandgetinside.Iwanttocry,

butIcan'tatall!I'mjuststillshocked,Idon'thave

strengthatall.Istarttheengineanddrivetowhere

sheis,Iopenthebootandgetoffthecar,Itakeoff

myheelsbecausetheydon'tmakethisjobeasier.

She'snotheavynehbutnowthatthere'snolifein

herandit'sjustboneandblood,she'sdamnheavy.I

liftherupbutshe'sheavysoIdecideonjust



draggingheroffthefloor.Ifirstputherheadinand

she'sstillbleedingandthataffectstheinteriorofthe

boot.Urghscrewit,we'lljustbuyanewcarandburn

thisone.Ithensucceedandshe'sfullyinthecar,I

rushtohercarandtakeherbagandthenoutthem

infrontwithme.InoticeabloodtrailandsoIwipe

thatoffwithclothesthatIfoundinherboot,Ithen

throwthoseclothesinwithherattheback.Iclose

thebootandthengotoparkwhereIhadparked

before.IcheckmyselfforanybloodandIhave

nothing.That'sarelief.Icheckmyselfonthemirror

andI'mstillfine.Ileavemybagandjusttakeoutmy

phoneandwearmyheelsagain.Ilockthecarand

walktotheelevator,Ineedtoactnormal,Ilook

aroundandnoticecameras.Shit,Ihavetoask

Mandlatohandlethatforme.Idialhimandhe

answers.

Mandla:"Missmealready"

Me:"LoolI'mcomingupnow,there'ssomethingI

needtotellyou"

Mandla:"Tellmeyou'repregnantplease"



Me:"Urgh,justknowI'mcomingokay"

Mandla:"Okaybabes"IpressthirdfloorandwhenI

getthereIgetonanotherelevatorandpressfloor19.

AllthistimeI'mtryingtolooknormalaspossible.I

don'twanttoshakeorevenbitemynailsbecause

I'mjustreallyanxious.IreachhisfloorandIstorm

straighttohisofficeandignorereceptiongirl.Iclose

thedooronceI'min.

Mandla:"ThisiswhyIloveyou,youalwaysgo

straighttobusiness"hestandsupandcomesto

holdmywaist.HekissesmeonmyneckandIdon't

wanttolieI'vebeeninthemoodforsexsincelast

nightandIwoulddowithalittlebitofhisshaftbut

rightnowwehavetotalk.SoIpushhimoffandme

andhefrownsatme.

Me:"Ikilledsomeone"Iblurtout.Helooksatmeand

Iseehisfacechangefromaconfusedexpressionto

aelatedperson.Hestartslaughingatme.Ijust

standthereandlookathim.I'mnotevenlaughingat

all.Helooksatmeandstopslaughing.

Mandla:"Areyouserious?"



Me:"Asaheartattack"

Mandla:"You'reonamissiontokilltodayneh"

Me:"Babythisisn'tajoke.IsawNtandointhe

building,Iranafterherandfollowedhertothe

parkinglotandallofasuddenshe'sdead"

Mandla:"Youmustbejoking"

Me:"ForcryingoutloudMandla,I'mnot!"

Mandla:"Takemetothescene"Iseesomething

abouthimchangeandnowhe'stakingmeserious.

Tobecontinued...
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Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

*

HeholdsmyhandandwhenweopenthedoorThato



isonthedoor.Mandlapushesherasideandtellsher

thathe'llbeback,hethenleadsthewayandwego

totheelevatorandfromtheretotheparkinglot.This

wholetimehe'swalkingfastandIhavenochoice

buttokeepupbecausehe'sliterallygrippingmyarm.

Ishowhimtheplacewhereithappenedandhejust

keepsquietandthenIleadhimtothecarandIopen

theboot.Whenitopensandheseesherbody,he

looksatmeandopenthepartwheretheheadis.

Thebaseofthebootisfullofblood.Hechecksthe

pulselikeIdidearlierandtouchesherarm.

Mandla:"Nomzamo!!"hiseyesareseriousand

shockedaswellandhe'slookingatmewaitingfor

anexplanation.Istartcrying

Me:"BabyIdon'tknowhowithappened.Ijust

bangedherheadagainstthehandleandturned

aroundtogetabreatherandwhenIturnedbackto

hershewasbleedingfromherheadandshewas

breathingatall!"

Mandla:"WellIseeey,thispersonisdeadasscold!

She'sdead!"



Istartbitingonmylipsandstartpacingupand

down.Hesitsontheedgeofthebootandshakes

hishead.

Me:"Ihavetogoaway!Mandlayouneedtomakeme

disappear!"

Hekeepsquiet.Isthismanevenhearingme.We're

inaworkparkinglotwithadeadpersonintheboot

ofourcar.

Me:"Areyouevenlisteningtome,Iwantto

disappearMandla!Helpme!"

ThenIhearhimchuckleandhischuckleturnsintoa

laugh.Helooksatmeandstretchesouthislongarm

andhepullsmeclosertohim,hisonelegbetween

mylegs.

Mandla:"Youwatchalotofmoviesbabes.Look,

you'renotgoinganywhere.Igotyou"

Me:"It'snotfunnyMandla!Ikilledapersonforcrying

outloud.MaybeIshouldgivemyselfintothepolice"

Mandla:"Stopactingcrazy.You'renotgoingtothe

police.Look,Iknowhowyoufeel.I'vebeenthere



before.You'regoingtobeokay.Ipromiseitwon't

hauntyou"

Me:"Howsureareyou?"

Hewipesmetearsandgivesmeakiss.

Mandla:"I'mhereforyoubabes.Lookletmegoget

mythingsthenI'lltakethiscarandyou'lltakehercar

andwe'llburnthemokay.I'llcallJamesandKhaya

tohelpus"

Me:"Shouldweeveninvolvethem"

Mandla:"Iwantthemtohelpusbabes,andtheywill

alsofinditunbelievablethatyoudidthis"

Me:"Don'tputitlikethat"

Mandla:"I'msorryokay,waithere"heleansinand

kissesmeagain.Averyhotandsexykissandwalk

away.Iwaitthereandfoldmyarmsandwatchhim

walkaway.Helookssosexyfrombehind,yhuuHai

mymanisgoodlookingYazi.

*

MandlasPOV.



*

IwalkawaystilldazedatwhatIhavejustwitnessed.

NotsolongagoIwasthinkingabouthowbraveand

toughshewasthreateningmetomydeathbutnow

she'sactuallyjustkilledsomeone.Hearingherstory,

Icantellitwasjustamistake,anditwasn'tintended.

Peopledothecraziestthingswhenthey'remadey

andtodayIwitnesseditwithNomzamo.Jamesis

notgoingtobelievethisbecausewhenwewerestill

newinthegameweusedtotalkabouthowwe'dget

crazy,hardcorewomenthatarelikeus.Thathave

nomercyandareruthless.Butduetomyfamily's

circumstancesIendedupgettingmarriedto

NomzamoandthefirsttimethatJamesmethertwo

yearsago,heactuallythoughtshewasaweakling

andeventhoughsheknowswhatIdo,shewould

neverdowhatIdo.Lol,it'sfunnycausehedoesn't

evenhaveagirlfriend.He'sstillsearchingforthe

hardcoreone.Igettomyofficeandgrabmyblazer,

myphoneandbagandasI'mwalkingoutIamface

tofacewithaveryhappyThato.Thisgirlisstarting

tobeapainintheass,perhapsIshouldget



Nomzamotoalsotakeherout.Irollmyeyesand

lookather.

Thato:"Offtoyourmurderouswife"

Me:"Excuseme?"

Thato:"IheardwhatshewastellingyouandIreally

wonderwhatthepolicewoulddowiththatpieceof

information"Irollmyeyes,closethedoorandput

mystuffonmydeskandthenIpushheragainstthe

wallandpressmybodyagainsthers.

Thato:"You'regoingtohurtme?Thatwillevenmake

thingsworse"

Me:"Doyouknowwhat'sthefunnythinghere"

Thato:"What?"

Me:"I'mnotafraidofpeoplelikeyou,Iknowpeople

likeyouandIknowhowtheyworktheirwaytoget

whattheywant"

Thato:"Ohplease,thisisn'taboutyou.Youlistento

me"Ipressmybodymoreonhers.

Me:"Noyoulistentome,ifyoustillwanttoseeyour

brotheralivethenyouwillbackoff.Youwillnottell



anyoneaboutwhatyouheard."

Thato:"Howdoyouknowabouthim.?"

Me:"Thatsnoneofyourconcern,Icanmakehim

disappearfastfastandyou'llregretthedayyouwere

tryingtothreatenaXulu.Doyouhearme?"

Shenodsherhead,butIwantverbalagreement.

Me:"Letmehearyousayit"

Thato:"Yes"

Me:"Good,letmenothearanythingfromyouagain.

I'llcomehereaftertwodaysandyoucantellmejust

howmuchyouneedforhissurgery"Imovemybodu

awayfromhersandgathermystuffinmyhands.

Thato:"Youwoulddothat"

Me:"Yes,butdareyoudisturbmypeace,iswearIwill

takehimoutwhilehe'sstillrecovering.Don'ttestme

Thato.Haveagoodday"Iopenthedoorandleave

her.

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.



*

*

AfterpacingupanddownIseehimapproachingme,

hesaunterstomeandIjustlookathim.

Me:"Whattookyousolong?"

Mandla:"Iwasdoingsomedamagecontrol.Let'sgo"

Me:"Okay"

Mandla:"Youmustfollowmeokayandcalmdown"

IopenthefrontdoorandpulloutNtandoscarkeys

andthenIkisshimandrushtohercar.Iopenitand

getin.IfeelkindofbadthatI'mdrivingacarof

someonedead,someonethatIkilled.It'salmostas

ifImdespisingher.Ireverseandthenhe'salready

aheadofmeandIindicatetohimthatalliswelland

hedrivesoff.Idon'tevenknowwherewe'regoing

buthejustsaidIshouldfollowhim.

Afterabouttwohoursofdrivingweareoutoftown,

outofthesuburbsandoutintheoutskirtsofthe

country.Iwonderwherehe'stakingusandit's

almostnighttime.It'snearing7pm.Wedriveupa



smallhillandeventuallystopwhenwereachthetop

ofthathill.There'sgrassandsandandourbottom

viewisthewholecity.Ilookfurtherandnotice

James,KhayaandSmangarelaxingbesidesablack

FordRangerandaRangeRover.Mandlagetsoutthe

carandopenshisboot,Ijuststayinthecarand

don'tgetout.HesignalsformetocometohimbutI

shakemyhead,Idon'twanttowitnesswhathe's

abouttodo.Hecomestomysideandopensthe

door.

Mandla:"MaXulu"it'saplea.

Me:"What?"

Mandla:"Come,Iwantyoutowitnessit.Iwantyouto

betoughenoughsothatnexttimeithappensyou

knowwhattodo"

Me:"Whatdoyoumeannexttime?!Imnotgoingto

killanybodyagain"

Mandla:"Sthandwasam'you'reinmyworldnow,

you'regoingtoshootpeoplefortherestofyourlife.

Youshouldbeawareofthat"

Me:"Tellmeyou'rejoking"



Mandla:"I'mnot,don'teventrytoactlikeababy

aboutit.Come"heholdsouthishandformeandI

takeit.Nowhisfriendsarearoundthecarandare

lookingatthemessImade.

Khaya:"Yoh,you'reatoughcookieNomzamo"

James:"Yohhai,broareyousureshedidthis?"

Mandla:"Askheryourself"hemovestothesideand

nowallhisfriendsarelookingatme.

Me:"Itwasamistake"

Smanga:"That'swhatweallsaidwhenweallkilled

ourfirstvictims"

Me:"Canwestopdwellingonthisandgettothe

issueathand.Whatarewedoinghere?"

James:"We'regoingtohelpyougetridofthe

evidence"

Me:"Whydon'twejustsendhertoamortuaryand

theywilldealwithher"

Mandla:"Nomzamo,themainaimistogetoutofjail

andnotinside.Youdoknowyoucoulddorealtime

andyouwon'tevensurviveinthere"



James:"He'sright,youhavetomakesurenoone

knowsaboutthisorelseitwillturnbadforyou.

Moreespeciallyconsideringwhoyourhusbandreally

is.Ilookathimandthenjustcastmyheaddown.

James:"Okaylet'sstopwastingtimeandgetthis

bodyoutofhere"theythengetheroutofthecarand

draghertotheMiddleofthefieldandtheygetallher

bloodyclothes,MandlagoestotheRangerand

comeswithpetrolandparaffin.Heholdsmyhand

andwestandbesidesherbodyandhehandsmethe

bottleofpetrolandinstructsmetopouritoverand

aroundherbody.Iopenthebottlewithshaking

handsandthendoasheinstructed.Whenwe're

donehelightsupamatchandlooksatme.He

throwsitdownandflameserupt.Thematchdoesn't

wastetime.Itstartsthefireandthefireconsumes

theblanket.Itconsumesmyworkaway.It

consumesmydirtyseedsaway.Icirclemyarm

aroundMandla'swaistandhehugsme,Iturnmy

facetheotherdirection.Awayfromthegruesome

flamesthatareconsumingNtandosbody.James

thengoestosethercarandourcaronfire.Wehave



nochoicebuttowaituntilherwholebodyisburntup

andallthatremainsareashes.ThewholetimeIjust

lookedtheotherway.Aftershewasburnt,theytook

someshovelsandgatheredherashesandputthem

inanicevaseandIjuststandtherebecauseIdon't

evenknowwhatwe'regoinghomewith.Theydothe

wholejobanddon'tevenpayattentiontome.It'sas

ifI'mnotthere.IwonderhowamIgoingtosleep

tonight.Thecarsarealmostwreckedanddonefor,

therearenowindowsonthemandtheseatsare

burnt,it'sjusttheexteriorthat'sleft.Whenthey're

done,theyextinguishbothcarsandthenbashthem

up.

Mandla:"We'redoneherebaby,thankyouguys.I

reallyappreciateit"

James:"Anytimebro"

Khaya:"Don'tworryZamo,allwillbewell"

James:"BeforeIforget,hereareyourkeys"he

throwssomekeystoMandlaandMandlathanks

him,heholdsmyhandandwewalktoanewRange

Rover.Thecarlooksexactlyliketheonewehadbut



differenceisthisoneisnew.

Me:"Yougotanewcar?"

Mandla:"Yeah,wehavetomakeitlooklikenothing

happenedright.Getin,let'sgohome.I'mjustnumb,I

don'tknowhowtofeel.WegetonandItiemyseat

beltandhereversesanddrivesawaywithhisfriends

followingus.It'sgoingtobealongdrivehome.As

we'redrivingwereachanintersectionandweturn

leftandhisfriendsturnrightandtheyhootateach

otherandhestartslaughing.

Mandla:"Theseguysarecrazy"

Ijustkeepquietandfocusontheroad,helooksat

meandthenheturnstotherightandstopsthecar.

Mandla:"Alright,what'swrong?Talktome"

Me:"I'mjustreallyconfusedanddrained.Ididn't

meantokillher."hesighsandthenopenshisdoor

andgetsoutandcomestomyside.Heopensmy

doorandIturnaroundtolookathim.Tearsstart

fallingdownmyface.Hedoesn'tsayanything

insteadhegetsbetweenmylegsandhugsme.Icry

ontohisshoulderandrelievemyworries.Itreally



doesn'tsitwellwithmethatIkilledher,Idon'tever

thinkI'llfindpeaceagain.Hereleasesme.

Mandla:"Iknowhowyoufeel,youfeellikeyoudon't

deservetobealiveanymore.Butbabyitwasn'tyour

faultokay,itwasamistakethatnevershouldhave

happened.Don'ttakeithardonyourself.Forgive

yourselfanddon'tdwellonthatthoughtandplease

reachouttomewhenyouneedme."Inodmyhead

andheremoveshishandsfrommywaistbutItake

themandputthembackonmywaist.Ileaninand

kisshimandhekissesmeback.NowIjustneeda

distraction.Whilehe'skissingme,Iunbottonhis

shirtandhegrowlsinthekiss.

Mandla:"Woah,waittillwegethome"

Me:"We'lldoroundtwowhenwegethome"he

laughsandthinksI'mjokingbutIpullhimcloserto

meandkisshimagainandunbottonhisshirt.

Mandla:"Let'sgototheback"

Igetoffthecarandtakemyheelsoffandthrow

themonmyseatandhegoesinfirstatthebackand

Ifollowhimandgetinside.Hetriestotakecontrol



ofthedeedbutinsteadIpushhimagainsttheother

doorandhechuckles.Myshirthasbuttonsnehbut

it'sloosesoIjusttakeitoffovermyheadandthrow

itinfrontofthecar.Iwantaquickieandnot

somethingthatwilltakeusforever.Icontinuewith

hisshirtandhegrabsmyassandliftsupmyskirt

andIunbottonhispants.He'sgettingahardonandI

smiletomyself.

Mandla:"Fuckthis"hesitsupandturnsmearound,

liftsmyskirtfurtherandslidesdownthelacethongs

I'mwearingunderandIhearhiszipgodownandhe

spreadsmylegsapart.ThenIfeelhiswarmshaft

slowlymakeentryintome,Iletoutasmallmoan

andbitemylowerlip.Hishandsareonmyhipsand

he'sleadingeverything.Heslidesinonlythehead

andIknowhe'steasingmebutIdon'twantthat.I

wanthimtoeatmeout.Hedoesthegestureagain

andthistime,myselfishgreedyselfdoesn'twaitfor

himsoIjustshovemyassbackwardsandIfeelit

entermoreinsideme,Icryout.Ihearhimchuckle

andnowhehasnoremorse.He'smovinginandout

ofmeinafastpaceandI'mscreaming,he's



groaningfromunderhisbreatheandthrowingcuss

words.ThenIfeelmyorgasmbuildupanditsasif

heknowsthatandhegoesevenfasteratthispointI

don'tevenhavethewillinmetoscreaminsteadmy

mouthisopenasIenjoytheintensebuildup.Iletgo

buthehasn'tyet,hegroansandrumblesandIknow

he'sclosetoo.Heeatsmeoutthroughmyorgasm

andnowI'mscreamingandgrippingtheseats.It's

anexoticfeelingItellyou,outofthisworld.He

shoutshisreleaseandcollapsesonmyback.Ifeel

warmliquidrundownmythighsandhedoesn'tpull

out.He'sstillinsideofmeandwestaylikethatfora

fewminutesandtrytoregainourstrengthback.

Mandla:"ThatwasgreatsthandwaSami"Ilaughand

thenhepullsoutandthenIlookathisshaftandsee

itstarttogetupandbulgeagain.Hewantsmore.

Mandla:"Ithinkroundtwoshouldtakeplacehere"

Me:"Ey,calmdown.Let'sgohome."hechucklesand

webothdressupandwhileI'mlookingforhisshirt

there'saknockonthedriver'swindow.Ourwindows

areblackandthepersonoutsidecan'tseeanything

butwecan.Webothlookatwhoitis.Shit!!An



unexpectedvisitor.

Tobecontinued..

SorryI'mpostingsolate,Igotdistractedbythet.V..
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Welookateachotherhequicklyopenshisdoorand

stepsout.Ifixmyselfupandalsostepoutofthecar.

Igotohissidetowherethepolicemanis.

Mandla:"Isthereaproblemsir?"

Thepolicemanisawhitemanwho'soldbut,he

lookslikehe'sthetypethatdoesn'ttakecrapfrom

noone.Notevenhiswife.Helooksatthecarand

looksatMandlaandatme.Idon'thavethegutsto

lookathimbackbecauseIknowwhatIdidnotso

longagoisstillfreshintheair.SoIlookdownand



clearmythroat.Mandlaontheotherhandisarock.

Hedoesn'twaver,nordoeshemove.He'slooking

intotheeyesofthepolicemanandhe'stallerthan

theguy.

Policeman:"No,thereisn'taproblem.Youyoung

couplehaveagoodnightfurther"it'snotanicesend

off.Italmostsoundslikeawarningtothebothofus.

HewalksawaywithhiseyesstillonusandMandla

doesn'tbreakoffthestare.Weird.

Mandla:"Bloodyasshole"Ichuckleandwegetback

inthecarandofftoourhouse.

Ihavemyshoesinonehandandmyhandbaginthe

otherhand,mylegsarefailingme.Todayhasbeena

longday.Iopenthedoorandwestepinsidethe

house.

Mandla:"I'mstarving"

Me:"Metoo.I'llgomakeussomething.Ormaybe

LwandleandNoxycooked"

Mandla:"Eveniftheydid,Idon'twanttheirfood.I

wantyourfood"



Me:"HaiMandla,I'mtired"

Mandla:"NoexcusesMaXulu"Irollmyeyesandwe

gotothekitchen.Surprisingly,LwandleandNoxyare

stillupanddrinkingwine.Wefindthemlaughingat

something.Theynoticeusandstartgettingalljolly

andhappyatus.Mandlarollshiseyesandleaves

thekitchen.I'massuminghe'sgoingtothebedroom.

Ilaughandthenignorethem.Iopenthefridgeand

findleftoverchicken.Iwarmitupandthenkissthe

girlsgoodnightandgoupstairstomybedroom.I

findMandlatakingoffhiswatchandplacingiton

thetableandthenIsitonthebedandinvitehimto

comeeatwithme.

Mandla:"Jamesjustcalledmenowandhetoldme

hehasmoreinformationleadingtoOwethu"

Me:"Really?"

Mandla:"Yeah,he'scomingthroughtomorrowand

soaremyfriends"

Me:"Ohtheyshouldbecauseremembertomorrow

wehavethatbraaigoingon"

Mandla:"Ohyeahthat.What'stheoccasionagain?"



Me:"You'llsee,relax"

Mandla:"Idon'tlikeitwhenyoukeepsecretsfrom

me"

Me:"AndIdon'tlikeitwhenyougoaroundsticking

yourdickintoeveryholeyousee"helooksatmeand

itlookslikewhatIjustsaidhastakenhimback.Like

I'vethrownawholebombshellonhim.

Mandla:"Thathurts"

Me:"Mxm.I'mgoingtotakeashower."

Mandla:"AmIinvited?"

Ibitemylipandlaugh.

Me:"Yes"helaughsandputsthecontainerdownand

thenpullsmetohimandstartsticklingme.Igiggle

andthenescapehisclutchesandruntothe

bathroom,herunsinaftermeandpicksmeupand

placesmeonthebasincountertop.Iremovemy

shirtandheremoveshis.Heleansinandkissesme.

Mandla:"NgiyazfelangaweMaDlamini"Ismileand

wekisswhileundressing.

Afteranicehotshowerwithhusbywewrap



ourselveswithtowelsandhe'scarryingmeand

we'rekissing.Ifeelsomethingbrushtheentryway

ofmynunaandit'sblushing.Iguessthisisthetime

forroundtwo.Heplacesmeonthebed.

Mandla:"Letmegoclosethedoor"Inodandget

readyforhim.Myeyesareheavyandslowlythey

close,Iturnonmysideandclosemyeyes.

Iamwokenupbymyloudalarm,Idon'teven

remembersettinganalarm.Icheckthetimeandit's

6:30inthemorning.ThisisthetimeIusuallywoke

upatwhenIgotoschool.Myminddwellsonthat

thought.School.Ihaven'tbeentheresincethedayI

foundoutOwethuhasbeenmissing.IknowIwon't

beabletofocuswhileI'monclassandmylecture

Antoniomighteventellonmetotheschool

committee.Lol,I'msurehedoesn'tevenknowI

haven'tbeentoclass.Isituponthebedandstretch.

I'mreallytired.IlookatMandlaandhe'sstill

sleeping.Iwonderwhathappenedlastnight

becausethelastthingIrememberishimgoingto

closethedoor.Ishrugmyshouldersandtakeabath



andthenIlotionandwearafloraldressandmy

sandals.ItiemybraidsupandthenIhead

downstairs.IfindaveryhungoverLwandleandNoxy.

Thesetwoareveryhardtoseparateey,it'sasifthey

arebiologicalsisters.Igreetthemshoutingovermy

voicebecauseIwanttomaketheheadachethey

haveevenworse.

Me:"GoodMorning!!"theybothlookatmeandstart

swearingatme.Ilaughatthem.

Lwandle:"You'renotfunnyNomzamo"

Noxy:"Nxxa,uyabhoraYazi"Ilaughatthemandthey

clicktheirtonguesatme.

Lwandle:"Don'tyouhaveahangoverremedy?"

Me:"DoIlooklikeIdrinkalcohol?"

Noxy:"Weknowyoudon'tdrink,heretakemyphone.

JustGoogleit"Ilaughatheroncemoreandtakeher

phoneandthenGoogleahangoverremedy.Mostof

themaresmoothiessoIendupmakingthema

banana,kiwiandspinachsmoothie.Ihavenoidea

howitworksbecauseIdon'tdrinkatall.Alcoholfor

mehasanastysmellandmakesmenauseous,



that'swhyInevertryit.Andithasserious

consequences,ImeantakeNoxyandLwandleright

now.Igivethemthesmoothiesandgetonwith

breakfast.ForthepastfewdaysI'vebeenmaking

theusualoatsoreggsandbaconandtodayIfeel

likemakingpancakes.Isawachocolatechip

pancakerecipetheotherdayandIwannatryit.I

takeoutallthatIneedandstartcooking.Minutes

later,I'mdoneandInoticeMandlastillhasn'tcome

downsoIdecidetodishupforhimandmakehim

hiscoffeewithextramilk.Justthewayhelikesit.I

placeeverythingonatrayandthentellthegirlsthey

canhelpthemselves.

Lwandle:"Soyouwon'tserveusbreakfast?"

Me:"I'mnotmarriedtoyouguys"Ilaughagainand

walkofftoourbedroom.Ifindhimstretchingandhe

smileswhenheseesmeenter.Thatsmilelightsup

myworld.

Me:"Goodmorning"

Mandla:"Heysleepyhead"Ifrownandlookathim

andplacehisbreakfastonthetable.



Me:"I'mnotthesleepyheadhere,youwokeuplate"

Mandla:"I'mnottalkingaboutthat,youknowwhat

I'mtalkingabout"hereachesforhiscoffeeandhas

asipandhisfacelightsup.Helikesit.

Me:"Ireallyhavenoidea,pleaserefreshmymemory"

Mandla:"Youleftmehornylastnight.Youjustslept"

Ilaughathim.Ican'tstoplaughingthinkingthathe

wenttoclosethedoorandcamebacktofindme

sleeping.Ohh!Sothat'swhathappened.

Mandla:"It'snotfunnyZamo,Ihadtocalmdown

Johnnyandhewasnothappy.Youoweittohim"

Me:"TellJohnnyImsorryokay.Iwasreallytired"he

looksatmewithanotsohappylook.Ikisshim.

Me:"TheladiesandIwillstartcookingokay,youjust

takeabathandyou'llfindusinthekitchen"

Mandla:"Isthereanythingyouneedfromthestore?"

Me:"Nope,LwandleandNoxyboughtthemeatso

youcanjustbuysomebeverages"

Mandla:"Okaybabes"IkisshimonceagainandIgo



backdownstairsandeatmybreakfast.Afterthat's

done,wehelpedeachothertowashthedishesand

alsocleanupthehouseandstartedoffwithcooking.

Icookedthepap,Imeanwhat'sabraaiwithoutpap?

NoxywasinchargeofsaladsandLwandledidthe

gravyandalsowelcomedourguests.Whilewewere

cookingIhadsometimetoaskherabouthernew

boyfriend.

Me:"Howdoeshefeel?"

Lwandle:"He'sactuallynervousabouteverything.

He'smostlyafraidofmybrothers"

Me:"Ohmanshame,he'llgetusedtothem"

Lwandle:"Ihopeso"

Thehouseisalreadyfilledwithpeople,Mandla's

friendsarehereevenSiya,hetoldmeBongani(my

otherbrother)isonhiswayandhasasurprisefor

me.Thenthere'saknockonthedoorIgocheckand

it'smydearestfriendAyanda.

Me:"Heyyou"wehugeachother.

Ayanda:"Heygirl.Ihopeyoudon'tmindmebeing



here.Yoursistersinvitedme"

Ireallydidn'tmind,andItotallyforgottoinviteher.

She'dmakeagreatsportrightnowatthisbraai.A

fewminuteslater,IhearanotherknockandIstand

uptogoseewhoitisbutLwandlestopsme.

Lwandle:"It'shim"

Mandla:"Who?"

Lwandle:"You'llsee"shestandsupandgoesto

answerthedoor.

Mandla:"Who'stherebabes?"

Me:"Ialsowanttosee"

MymouthdropsopenwhenIseewhoshejust

walkedinwith.Wheredidsheevenmeethim?Stop

beingstupidNomzamo,shedidsayshemethimin

Croatia,Isaycondemningmyselfinmyhead.

Lwandle:"EveryonethisisAntonio,myboyfriend"I

seeMandlalookatmedeadintheeyesandIlookat

himaswell.AntonioandIlockeyes,hisface

changesandhelooksatLwandle.Everythingseems

awkwardandthewholeroomissilentandwe'reall



waitingforthaticebreaker.Noxy:"Uhm,hiI'mNoxy

andyouare?"

Antonio:"MynameisAntonio"

Noxy:"Great,wellI'mLwandlesnewbestfriend.

Pleasecomeoninandgreeteveryoneelse"Lwandle

smilesatNoxyandeventhoughIdidn'tthinkhe'd

showuponourdoorstep.Lwandlehasbeenthere

formethroughthickandthinanditwouldbeunfair

ifIdon'tacceptherchoice.It'sherboyfriendandI

cantellshe'shappy.Hemakesherhappy,herface

litsuparoundhimandshelooksdifferent.Istandup

aswellandshakehishand.

Me:"Wemeetagain"

Lwandle:"You'vemetbefore?"

Me:"He'smylectureatschool."

Lwandle:"Ohyeah!Right!IwassodumbstruckI

didn'tputthepiecestogether"

Antonio:"It'sniceseeingyouagain"

Antonioendsupgreetingeveryoneelseandas

expectedmydearhusbandisbeingprotectiveofher,



evenwhenhegreetedhimyoucansensethetension

inhisgreeting.Mandla,hisfriendsandSiyaendup

goingtohisstudyandI'mleftwiththeladiesand

Antonio.NoxyisfloodinghimwithquestionsandI'm

justlisteningtowhathesays.Inthemiddleofthe

conversation,Iexcusemyselfandgotothe

bathroom.TheoneinmyroomisfarsoIusethe

oneinoneoftheguestroomsdownstairs.Irelieve

myselfandthenwhileI'mwashingmyhandsthe

dooropens.

Me:"Woah!It'soccupied"

AntoniostepsinandIlookathimwithshockedeyes.

Me:"Whatthehell?"

Antonio:"Shh,Ijustwanttotalktoyou"

Me:"Couldn'tyoutalktomeoutthere.Lwandlewon't

behappyifshefindsyouinhereorletalonefinds

outaboutthis"

HecomesclosertomeandImovebackwardsuntilI

reachthewallandIhavenowheretogo.

*



*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Iclosethedoorofthestudyandwesitdown.Ipour

themwhiskeybecauseIknowhowmuchtheylikeit.

Muzi:"WhatdoyouthinkofLwandlesboyfriend?"

Me:"There'ssomethingabouthimthatdoesn'tsit

wellwithme"

Muzi:"Iknowright!Ifeelthesamewaytoo.He's

givingmebadvibes"

Me:"We'lltalkaboutthatlaterbrobutrightnowwe're

heretodiscussOwethu.James,fillmeup"

James:"Okaybro,soIwasabletolookintoher

historyandIfoundoutshehasamotherandasister

that'smisidentified.I'mstillsearching.Iaskeda

friendofminetodigdeeperandyesit'strueshe's

theonewhokidnappedhimhere.Apparentlyshe

wasinvolvedinadealwithasomeguyandlady,

rightnowI'mtryingtolocateboththeseguys

becauseit'sbelievedthattheyaretheonesthat



haveyourbaby."

Me:"Whatwasshedoingatmybuildingyesterday"

James:"Sheapparentlywenttoseeaguythatwas

goingtohelpherdisappear.Alargesumofmoney

wastransferredinheraccount.Idon'tthinkshewas

lookingfortrouble,shewaslookingforanescape"

Me:"You'reright.ButIstillwanttoknowwho'sthis

thathasmychild.Whatdotheywantandwhatdo

theyhaveagainstme"

James:"We'regoingtofindoutsoon"

Hislaptopstartsmakingabeepingsoundandhe

looksatmeseriously.

James:"I'vepickedupsomething.It'snotrelatedto

Owethu.Rememberwe'vebeenhavingtroublewith

ourheistslately,I'vefoundoutwho'sbeenmessing

withusandoursystem."

Forthepastfewweekswe'vebeenhavingtrouble

withdoinganyheistsbecausesomeonealwayscalls

thepolicewhenwehavetodosomethingandthe

boysatthewarehousehavenochoicetobutto



backdown.Ijustthoughtitwasastupidsmalltime

gangsterwho'stryingtogetintomyterritorybutit

becameanuisancebecauselastweekIwantedto

goandsmashabankbutthattoowasabust.Iwas

hopingJameswouldtellmeaboutOwethus

kidnappersbutnowthathe'srevealedtomewho's

tryingtodestroyme,Iguessit'sbestIknowwhoitis

sothatafterthisbraaiIgoandpaythatpersona

visit.Istandbehindhiscouchandhedoes

somethingsandthenboom!Thefacesofthetwo

scumbagsappear.MyjawdropsdownandIdon't

haveanywords.Iamutterlyshocked.

James:"Waitaminute,isn'tthisNomzamo'sfriend?!"

Me:"Bro,that'sAyanda.She'sNomzamo'sfriendand

theguy,that'sLwandlesboyfriend!"

Muzi:"Fuck!Whatdowedo?"

Me:"Heck!Wedowhatweknowbest!We'recopping

thisbitch.Iwillnottolerateawannabegangster

messingwithourgameandterritory."Iputmyglass

downandthenpulloutabigsuitcasefromundermy

deskandputitonthetable.Thegentsalsoputtheir



drinksawayandstandupbecausetheyknowwhat

I'mabouttodo.Siyaistheonestillsittingdownand

doesn'tevenknowwhat'sgoingon.Helooksatus

skepticallythough.Iopenitandtherebeforeusare

ourbeauties.Welltheybelongtomebutmyfriends

areheretoo.Everythingisinside.AM9,aDesert

Eagle,aUSP.45andmypersonalfavouriteaAK-47.

Theygrabtheirweaponsandtheyalreadyknow

whichoneIwantandleaveitforme.

Muzi:"Wecan'tjustshootherwithoutknowingher,

wehavetogetsomeleverageonher".

James:"You'reright!Butwe'regoingtolosetime.Let

mejustsendherdatatoafriendofmine.He'lldo

thesearchforuswhileweconfronther"

Mandla:"Goodidea"

Muzi:"Theguy?"

Mandla:"We'lltakethemtoourwarehouseand

confrontthemthere."

Khaya:"Good"Itriggermygunandleadtheway

outside.Myfriendsbroughtalongsomedatesand

I'mguessingtheyweren'tawareofwhattheydo



becauseassoonastheysawusappearingfrommy

studywithgunstheyscreamedandtheyallhitthe

floor.Noxyisalsoontheground.Lwandleislooking

atmewithaconfusedexpressionandthebitch

Ayandadoesn'tquiver.She'sstandingstillandlooks

atmestraightintheeyesandIcantellsheisn't

afraidofme.I'llgivehereveryreasonto.

Lwandle:"WhatthehellisthisMandla?!.Muzi?!"

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Me:"Whatareyoudoing?"

Antonio:"LookI'mnotgoingtohurtyoubutIhave

somethingtotellyou"

Me:"Well,speak"

Hetakesinadeepbreathandthengainshis

strengthtotalk.

Antonio:"AyandaandI.."



Hedoesn'tfinishhissentencebecausethenwehear

ascreamcomingfromIdon'tknowwhere.Welook

ateachother,Ipushhimasideandopenthedoor

andruntowhereeveryoneis.Thesiteishorrific,it's

terrifying!Imaginecomingouttoseeyourhusband

pointinghisguntowardsyourbestfriend.Lwandleis

screamingatMandlaandMuzi,askingthemwhat's

goingonandIhavethesamequestionaswell.Ilook

atMandla,he'sseriousandislookingatAyanda

deadintheeyes.Ayandadoesn'thaveagunbut

she'snotbackingdownfromthestarecompetition.

Me:"What'sgoingon?!"

Nooneresponds.

Me:"Mandla!Gxabhashe!Sombisa!What'sgoing

on?!"

Mandla:"StayoutofthisNomzamo!"

Ayanda:"Youwon'tshootme"shesaysconfidently.

Mandla:"Iwoulddoitamilliontimes.Whodoyou

thinkyouaredoingasyoupleaseinmyterritory?!"

Antonioalsoshowsupfromthebathroomand3



othergunsaredirectedtohim.

Lwandle:"Haibo!!Haibo!Yehlanibo"

Ayanda:"Irepeatyouwon'tshootme"

Mandla:"WhatgivesyoutheassurancethatIwon't.

You'reanamateur,Icantakeyourliferightnow"

Ayanda:"WellMrXulu,ifyouwanttoseeyourson

againthenyouwillnotshootme.Shootme,Iswear

you'llneverseehimagain"

What?!DidIjusthearherproperlyandmyearsstart

ringing.It'sasifsomeonehasplacedabellinmy

ears.

Me:"What?!"

Mandla:"WhatonEarthareyoutalkingabout?!"

Ayanda:"Ihaveyourson!Andunlessyouwanttosee

himagain,Isuggestyouputyourgundown"

Mandlaclickshistongueandtriggershisgun.I

scream.

Me:"Mandla!!Pleasedon'tdoit!"

Mandla:"Haino,shehastodie"



Me:"ThenwhataboutWethu!MandlaNgiyacela.I'm

beggingyou.Putthegundown"Istartcryingandhe

looksatme.Iknowhehatessomethingthatwill

makehimsoftandweakbuthehasnochoice.He

hastoputthegundown.AsforAyandaIfeellikea

knifehasbeenputthroughmyheart.Didshehave

Wethuallalong?Ifeelbetrayed,sheevencomforted

meinthetimesofneed.Mandlaclickshistongue

andputshisgundownandsodoeseveryoneelse.

AyandasmilesandsignalssomethingtoAntonio.He

picksupthesignalandgoestogatheralltheguns

andAyandatakesone.

Lwandle:"Babes?Howcouldyou?"Iseeaveryhurt

Lwandle,tearsstreamingdownherneck.

Antonio:"I'msorry"

Lwandle:"Soyou'vebeenusingmethiswholetime.

You'vebeenusingmetogettomyfamilyallalong?"

Antoniodoesn'tsayanything.

Me:"Ayanda.Idon'tknowwhatIdidtoyoubut

pleaseI'mbeggingyou.Please,bringmysonback"

tearsarerunningdownmyfaceandIgodownon



myknees.LwandlethenwalksawayandIhearagun

trigger.

Ayanda:"Nooneisgoingtogoupstairs,andnoone

goesthroughorinthesedoors.".

Mandla:"Whatdoyouwant?!"

Shelaughsandbeforeshetalks,thedooropens.

Bang!

Myeyesopenwideinshock.Ican'tbelievethis.I

can'tbelievewhatI'vejustwitnessed.Itfeelslikethe

knifeinsidemyheartisnowturning.She'sjustshot

someoneveryclosetome.Tearsstartrunningdown

myface.She'stakenasoulawayfromme.

Me:"Noo!!!!"

Ayanda:"urgh.Don'ttakeitpersonalZamo,that's

justrevenge.Youkilledmysistertoo"

Tobecontinued...

[4/13,02:15]MaiTadi:Part2

Insert10.



*

*

I'veneverfeltsodefeatedlikethisinmyentirelife.I

didn'thavepower.AllIcouldwasstareathisbody

ashecollapsedtotheground.Bloodgushingout

throughhisneck.MomandDadscreamingand

shoutingatthedoor.Shoutingoverhim,shakinghim

andtryingtomakehimtowakeup.He'salostcause.

Hedoesn'tshowanysignsoflifeinhim.Isthisthe

surprisethattheyweretalkingoff?WasIsupposed

toseemybrotherdieinfrontofmyeyestoday?Was

Isupposedtoloseafamilymembertoday?WasI

supposedtolosehimonmyaccount.Tearsare

flowingdownmyfaceliketheNiagaraFalls.There's

chaosaroundthehouse,Siyaistryingtowakehim

upaswell.

Bang.

Anothergunshot,throughmyroof.

Theroomgoessilent.

Ayanda:"Iwouldreallyliketomournwithyouright

nowbutyoualsodidn'tgivemeachancetomourn"



Me:"What...what...do...you...want?"

Ayanda:"Thishasnothingtodowithyou.It'syour

husbandI'mherefor.NowMandla,you'vecaused

myfamilyandIsomuchpainandyou'veputus

throughhellandback.IfyouwantOwethuback,I

suggestyougivemeandmypartnerhereR100

millioneach"

Mandla:"Uyabheda.Idon'thavethatkindofmoney"

Ayanda:"OHpleasecutmetheslack,youhaveallthe

moneyintheworld.Dotherightthing"

Mandla:"Yaziyouwon'tlivetotellthestory"

Ayanda:"Ohplease!Stoptalkingnonsense"

Mandla:"I'mwarningyou,letmychildgoandwalk

away.Idon'twantwarwithyou"

Shelaughsandthenunexpectedlywalkstomeso

casuallyanpointshergunatme.Iscreamandstart

cryingagain.I'vecriedsomuchthatmynoseis

droolingsnotbutIdon'tcare.That'smyleast

concern.

Ayanda:"Youwouldn'twantherdeadright?"



Mandla:"Youbitch"

Ayanda:"I'vebeencalledworse.Sukumawena!!"

ShedirectsthattomeandIstandup.Idon'teven

noticethatI'mshiveringuntilIfeelreallydizzyand

quaky.

Ayanda:"Nowlookhere,I'mgivingyoustrictly72

hourstomakethemoneytransferintomybank

account.Iwillsendyoumybankingdetails.Ifyou

wanttoseeyourwifeandsonaliveyouknowwhat

todo.Wenahamba"

Me:"Where?"

Ayanda:"Gotothecaroutside.Antoniowillshow

you"

Me:"Areyouinsane,Ihavetosithereandmournfor

mybrotherthatyoujustkilled.Whatkindofahuman

beingareyou?"

Ayanda:"Ohwelldidyougivemeachancetomourn

formysisterhuh?"

Me:"Whatthehellareyoutalkingabout?!"

Ayanda:"YouknowexactlywhoI'mtalkingabout.



Wasitnotyouthatpaintedthecityredwiththebody

ofmysisterinthebootofyourcar?"

Ifreeze.

Me:"What?!Ntandowasyoursister?"

Ayanda:"TheonlysisterIhadbytheway."

Nonono.Thiscan'tbehappening.Ayandatoldme

shewastheonlychild.Howcouldthisbe?!Ishake

myheadindenialandshenods.Ilookaroundthe

roomandmymomisonthegroundcryingherlungs

outforBonganistill,Dadislookingatmewith

shamefuleyes.Siyacan'tevenlookatmeinthe

eyes.

Mom:"Nomzamo!!Nomzamo!!kunganiusilethe

lapha.indodanayamimanjeisifile(whydidyoubring

ushere,nowmysonisdead)"

IlookatMandlaandhe'sgazeisonAyanda.Soare

hisfriends.

Why?!

Whydidmyancestorsmakememarrythisman?!

Cometothinkofit,Iwouldn'thavebeenhereifI



hadn'tmetMandla.Iwouldhavebeeninschool,

studyingandprobablywouldhavehadaboyfriend

thatdoesn'tfollowthislife.Why?!WhydidIhaveto

getmarriedatayoungage?!Why?!WhydidIhaveto

bepregnantatsuchayoungage?It'sallhisfault.I

lookatMandlaagainandthistimehe'slookingat

me.

Me:"IcursethedayImetyou.IhateyouMandla

Xulu"hisfacechanges.Hewasn'texpectingthat.He

wasn'texpectingthathardblow.Ifeelitallnow.All

therageandhatredtowardsthisman.Antoniowas

theonewhowassupposedtoleadmetotheircar,

butIwalkoutthehousewillingly.Iwaitoutsidefora

coupleofminutesandAntoniowalksoutand

reachesmeandpullsmetothisredKiaSeltosand

wegetinside.HetakesoutsomehandcuffsandI

offerhimmyhandswillingly.Honestlythere'sno

reasontofightthis.Myhusbandgotmeinthismess.

Mysonismissinganditseemsliketherearen'tany

chancesofmereceivinghimback.Heputsonthe

handcuffsonmeandthentakesoutaninjection.I

guessit'stomakemesleep.



Me:"Whereareyousupposedtoinjectme?"

Antonio:"Onthearm"

Here,Iofferhimmyleftarm,helooksatmelikeI'm

amadwoman.Iwinceattheentryoftheneedlebut

onceit'soutI'mallgood.Iclosemyeyeswillinglyso

thattheinjectioncantakeover.

Antonio:"Hey!Look!I'mgoingtogetyououtofhere"

Me:"WhyshouldItrustyououtofallpeople.Youlet

downLwandle"

Antonio:"She'sthereasonwhyI'mgoingtogetout"

Me:"Whatever"heclosesthedoorandthengetson

thefrontdriver'sseat.Afewminuteslater,Ayanda

getsinandIhearthecargooffundermeandIjust

decidetosleep.

-

-

"Nomzamo!!"

IopenmyeyesandrubthemsoIcanseeclearly.

Iamaloneinagreenygarden,thereareafew



flowersaroundmeandIlookaroundtoseewhere

thevoiceiscomingfrom.Averyoldladyappears

fromoutofnowhere.Shehasmediumlengthsilky

Greyhairandshe'sdressedinZuluattire.Wait!

That'smygrandmother.GogoNtombi.

Me:"Gogo!"IruntowardsherandIhugher.She

smilesatme.

Gogo:"kunganiusithukathinaesingaphansi

kwakho(Whydoyoucurseuswhoareunderneath

you)"

Me:"Gogoangaziukuthiukhulumangani(Ihaveno

ideawhatyouaretalkingabout)"

Gogo:"Nomzamomntanam.siyakuthandafuthi

siyakukhathalela.Indodaleoyibizangomyeniwakho,

asimlethangaempilweniyakhongobasifuna

ukukubonauhlupheka.Cha.Niyathandana(Welove

youandwecareforyou.Themanthatyoucallyour

husband,wedidn'tbringhimintoyourlifebecause

wewanttoseeyousuffering.No.Youloveeach

other)

Me:"Cha.Lokhongamanga.Ukubebekukhona



uthandophakathikwethungabesengahlalisiphila

kanjenamanje.Bengizobengisenomfowethumanje.

Isizathusokubangifanenalesi.Ngiyamzonda.

Ngifunaukumshiya(No.That'salie.Iftherewaslove

betweenusthenwewouldn'tbelivinglikethisnow.I

wouldhavestillhadabrotherbynow.He'sthe

reasonI'mlikethis.Ihatehim.Iwanttoleavehim)

Gogo:"isikhathisiyaphela.Kephayazilokhu

awukwaziukuveleuyekeubudlelwanengoba

akuyonaintooyifunayomanje.Yizikhathiezinzima

ezenzaubudlelwanobufaneleukutshalelwakukho.

Ungumyeniwakho,kungabukekasengathi

ukwehlulekilekodwauzozaukukusiza.

Ngiyakuthandanganeyami.Sicelaubhekeamazwi

amifuthiunakekele.(Timeisrunningout.Butknow

thisyoucan'tjustgiveupontherelationship

becauseit'snotwhatyouwantittobenow.It'sthe

toughtimesthatmaketherelationshipworth

investinginto.He'syourhusband,itmayseemlike

hehasfailedyoubuthewillcometohelpyou.Ilove

youmychild.Pleaseconsidermywordsandtake

care.)"



Andwiththat,sheplantsakissonmycheek

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Nomzamo'swordsfeltlikeaknifetomyheart.Did

shereallymeanthosewords?AfterAyandaandher

buddywalkout,Ifeltlost.Ifeltsoconfusedandout

ofplace.Doesshehatemethatmuchthatsheeven

gaveherselftothemjustlikethat.Istandupfrom

myplaceandIgooutside.

Lwandle:"Mandla!Mandla!Callanambulance"Idon't

focusmuchonherwordsbutIjustkeepwalking.My

legsaregettingheavyandweak,mymindisstillon

whatNomzamosaid.

'Welldonebuddy,you'vefuckedup!!Whatwereyou

thinking?!Nomzamodoesn'tloveyou,you'reher

enemyrightnow'thosearethewordsthatkeep

poppingupinmybrain.Iamcondemningmyself,

I'vemessedupbigtime.Icrashtothepavementon



mykneesandIstartcrying.FirstitwasOwethuand

nowitsNomzamo.Itheletoutascreamthat

echoesandevenmakesmescared.Ifeelahandon

myshoulderandwhenIturnaround,it'sKhaya.

Khaya:"I'mreallysorrybro.She'shurtandemotional.

Shedidn'tmeanthosewords"

Me:"WithoutNomzamoIhavenothingbro.Iam

nothing"

Khaya:"Iknowyouloveher,butnowyouhavetoget

upsowecanfindthisAyandagirlandyoucanprove

toNomzamojusthowmuchyouloveher"

Me:"You'reright."

HeoffershishandandItakeitwithafirmgripand

hehelpsmestandup.Wewalkbacktothehouse

andIfindherfamilyhoveringoverherbrother'sbody.

Ireallydon'tknowwhattodo.Ifeelhelpless.Idon't

knowBonganithatwellandIwon'tcryoverhim.It's

Nomzamo'smomthatIfeelforthough,thepoor

ladyhasn'tletgoofhersonsincehewasshot.She's

beengrippingonhimandherclothesevenhave

blood.Ihearsirenscomeinthroughthedriveway.It



mustbetheambulance.What'sthepointthough,

he'sdead.Gone.

Me:"MakaNomzamo.I'mreallysorryaboutwhat

happened.I'msorryforyourloss"sheliftsupher

headandshehasabitterexpressiontoher.

Mom:"Myson,tookusfromwherewelivetocome

andseeNomzamobecauseheronlysonismissing.

IgethereandIhearofwhatamonsteryouare,you

corruptedherandyou'veruinedmyfamily.Iwishit

wasyouwhoreceivedthebulletthroughtheneck.

Youdon'tdeservelife.You'readog"

Woah.That'sdeep.SheclickshertongueandIsee

theparamedicsrunintothehouseandassoonas

theyseethebloodonthefloor,theylookateach

otherwithdisappointment.IlookatLwandleandshe

looksatmeinaverybadmannerandwalkoff.Her

momstartscryingastheycallinthepoliceandan

undertakertocomecollecthim.Itelltheguysthat

theycangohomebuttheyrefuseandtellmethat

theywillsitwithmeuntileverythingisclearedand

untilwegetNomzamoandthebabyback.Wegoto

thestudyandasusualJamesistryingtodigupdirt



onAyandaandAntonio,Khayaisdrinkinghis

whskegquietly,Smangaistoyingwiththegunsand

checkingiftheyareokay,Muziisstaringoffto

space.Wealldidn'texpectthisdaytoturnoutlike

this.

Tobecontinued...

Guy'sIdon'tknowaboutyoubutformethisinsert

wascrap,it'slackingsomething.Iamcurrently

writingthisinsertinarushandI'vebeentryingto

writethewholeday.Mymainaimwastowrite5

insertstodaybecauseImightnotpostforthenext

11days.Iknow,Iknowhowyoufeel.Idon'twantto

getintodetailwhyIwon'tbeposting.TrustmeIve

beenthinkingaboutyouguys,abouthowyou're

goingtocrucifyyouforleavingyouhangingand

abandoningyouguys.Ireallydon'tknow,thepower

isinyourhandsguys.Youcandowhatyouwantbut

IknowwhenIcomeback,Iwillcomebackstronger

thanever.Iwilltrytogetsomeonetopostinsertson

thegroupwehavebuttheymightbeshort.I'msorry

youguys,butIloveyou.Throughthickandthin.No



matterwhat♥

[4/13,02:15]MaiTadi:Part2

Insert11.

*

*

MybodyfeelsstiffandmymusclesareachingasI

openmyeyesandlookaroundtheroom.It'san

unfamiliarroom.It'saplaceIhaveneverseenbefore.

MyheadiscastdownandIrememberallthat

happenedyesterday?Orisittoday?Isitafewdays

ago?Ireallydon'tknow.Idon'teventhinkIcare.Ilift

myheadupandclosemyeyestoabsorbthepain

I'mfeelinginmyneck.It'sstiffandwhenIrotatemy

headyoucanhearmybonescomebacktolive.I

openmyeyesandlookaround,I'minasecluded

room,withalotofboxesaroundme,I'minthe

centerofeverythinginthisroom.Itrytoextendmy

armsbecausetheyalsofeelstiffbutInoticethen

thatthey'rearealsoboundtothechair,mylegsas

well.IhavenoideawhereIam.ShouldIshoutfor

help?ShouldIjustbequietandwaitformy



oppressorstocome.Butwhatiftheyleftandwant

metodieinthisplace.Withnofoodandwater.SoI

dowhatmyinstinctstellmetodo.

Me:"HELP!SOMEBODYHELP!"

IshoutforsomefewminutesbeforeIseetheevil

Ayandaapproachingfromamongsttheboxes.

Ayanda:"Urghpleasegirl,you'remakinganoise.

You'redisturbingmypeace.I'mtryingtothink"

Ithoughtshewasafriendofmineallalong,I

thoughtshewantedwhat'sbestforme.Idon'tknow

whattosaytoher.ShouldIaskforwaterbecause

I'mhellathirsty.ShouldIaskforfoodbecauseyeah

myinsidesaregrowling.Butonequestionremains.

Me:"WhathaveIeverdonetoyou?"

Shelooksatmeandkeepsquiet.Tearsstart

buildingupinmyeyes.

Me:"Why?Whydidyouhavetohurtmelikethat?I

thoughtwewerefriends?"shelet'soutasmall

chuckleandstandsbeforeme.

Ayanda:"Ihurtyou?!Youdon'thaveaslightideahow



yourhusbandruinedmylife"

Me:"Youneverevenmentionedittomethatyou

knewhim,wasthisyourplanalong?Yougettohim

throughme,bypretendingtobemyfriendallalong?"

Ayanda:"Don'ttakeitpersonalNomzamo.I'mjust

usingyoutogetwhatIwant"

Me:"Thenletmeandmysongo,Mandlawillgiveyou

whatyouwant"

Shelooksatmeandthenlaughs.

Ayanda:"I'llcallAntoniointogiveyouwaterandfood,

Idon'twantyoutodieifhungerbeforeyourhusband

bringsmymoney,Iwantyoutodiejustlikemysister

did".

Me:"YouwillpayforthisAyanda.Trustme,youwon't

getawaywiththis"

Ayanda:"I'veheardthatliealotoftimes."

Sheclickshertongueandwalksaway.Isitthereon

mychairwithfury.Iwanttoshoutandscreamfor

hertocomeback.AllIwantissomesolace.Ineed

OwethubackandIwanttogetoutfromthisplace.



*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Itsbeenexactly36hourssinceNomzamohasbeen

takenawayfromme.Ihaven'tevensleptawink

sincethen.Itryto,butmyconsciousdoesn'tallow

meto.It'sbeencondemningmeforallthewrongs

I'vedone.Notonlytoherbuttomyenemies.Finding

mywaybackbyJaheimisplayingsoftlyinmystudy.

I'msittingononeofthecomfortablebrownsofas

andwatchingovertothebackviewofthehouse.It's

empty,theyardislargefornothing.Mywifeandson

aren'taroundtooccupyorevenusethisspace.

That'sthereasonwhyIendedupbuyingthishouse,I

wantedtogiveitafamilyvibebutmyfamilyisn't

evenhere.Ireachforthewhiskeyandpouranother

class.Idropintwoicecubesandrelaxbackinthe

chair.Ihavetwooptionshere,Icouldeithergivethe

crazygirlthemoneyandthengetmywifeandson

backorIcouldfightthemandwalkoutvictoriousby



killingbothofthembutIknowthiscouldleadto

anotherfeud.WhileI'minthought,Ihearmydoor

open.Idon'tcarewhoitis.Itreallydoesn'tbother

me,evenifitwasanassassinsenttokillmeiwon't

mind.What'sthepointofliving.Myownwifesaid

shehatesme,sheregretsthedayshemetme.She

hatestheancestorsforbringingustogether.Isee

JamesandKhayastandbeforemychair.

Me:"Andnou?"Ilookup,Ican'tevenkeepmyeyes

open.

James:"Ihateseeingyoulikethis,comeon,getup"

Me:"Forwhat?"

James:"YouneedtohelpNomzamodude,youneed

tosaveher"

Me:"Haimfethu,I'vedecidedtojustgivethegirlwhat

shewants.I'mgoingtothebanknowtodrawout

thatR200millionandpaythosepsychos"

Khaya:"Eh!That'salotofmoneyMandla.Howare

yougoingtogetitback.Doyouwanttobe

bankrupt?"



Me:"Gents,withthecompanyIhave,ittakesonly24

hourstogetsuchanamountinmybankaccount.

It'sreallynothing,Ijustwantmywifeandsonback.I

can'tlosethem"

James:"You'retalkingkak,getup"hecomestome

andtriestoliftmeupbutIremaingluedtothechair.

Me:"Youknowwhatgents?Thanksforbeing

concernedaboutme,butI'mokay.I'mgoingtopay

thoseguysandgetmywifeback."

Khaya:"Hehe,tellmeyourjoking"

Me:"Youguyswouldneverunderstand,you'rehit

marriedatall.Ihaveprioritiesandresponsibilities

now.Thisisthebestdecision"Istandupandoutmy

glassdownonthetableandwalkoutthestudyand

gotomyroom.AsIwaspassingthelivingroom,I

receivedsuchacoldstarefromNomzamo'smother.

It'sprobablyaconfusingtimeforherey,shelosther

sonandherdaughterhasbeenkidnapped.Shame

ey.Irunupthestairsandclosemybedroomdoor

andthenquicklytakeashower.Ilotionandchange

intoblackjeans,ablackgolftshirtandbrownboots,



Ithenwearmybrownleatherjacketandtakemy

phoneandalaptopbagfromtheclosetthat

containsallmydocuments.Igobackdownstairs

andfindLwandle,NoxyandSiyaseatedwith

Nomzamo'smother.

Me:"I'mgoingtothebank"theyalllookatme.

Lwandle:"You'regoingtopaythem?"

Me:"WhatcanIsaysis?It'swhatIhavetodo"

Siya:"Tookyoulongenoughtofigurethatout"

Irollmyeyesathim.

Noxy:"Mandlaplease,pleasebringNomzamoback"

Me:"Iwill"

IlookatNomzamo'smotheronceagainandIwalk

outandgotothegarage.AsI'mopeningthedoor,

Lwandlecomesrunninginsidethegarage.

Lwandle:"OH,Iforgottotellyou.Momsaidshe's

goingtocometodayandshe'snothappywithwhat

shewastold"

Me:"She'llbefine.Where'sMuzi,Ididn'tseehimin



therewithyouguys?"

Lwandle:"HeleftnotsolongagowithJamesand

Khaya"

Me:"Oh,letmerushtothebanktogetthismoney.

Staysafe"

Shethrowsherselfonmeandhugsme.

Lwandle:"Iwill,besafeaswell"Inodandsmileat

herandgetinmycar.Istarttheengineanddriveoff.

*

*

AfterasadlookingMandlawalkedoutofthestudy,

MuziwalkedintothestudyandfoundJamesand

Khayalookingateachotherwithconcernedfaces.

Muzi:"What'sup?"

Khaya:"Mandlaisn'tseekingafight.He'sgoingtothe

banksoonandwantstopaythekidnappers."

Muzi:"What?!That'sridiculous"

James:"Iknowright,wehavetodosomethingabout

it.Thenumberonecodehereisyoutouchoneyou



touchall"

Muzi:"True,soyou'rethinkingwegatecrashthe

transferandshootthesepeople"

Khaya:"That'snotabadidea,weneedtosendouta

messagetotheothergangswhothinkwe'reweak.I

meanwehaven'tdoneaheistinweeksnow"

Muzi:"You'reright,butwecan'tdiscusstheplanhere.

Therearetoomanyearsandit'sdepressinghere"

James:"You'reright,let'sgo."

Muzi:"ButifMandlaisgoingtodothetransfertoday,

shouldn'twefollowhim?"

James:"Yeahyou'reright.Ishouldhavesmalltracker

inmycar.Thesethingscomeinhandysometimes"

Muzi:"Good,Iknowthat'syourdepartment.Canyou

setitupnow?"

James:"Yeahsure"

TheygetoutthehouseandJamessearchesFrithe

trackerinhiscarandMuziandKhayawaitforhimto

putitunderMandla'scar.Afterthat'sdone,James

checkshistabletforthetrackerandit'ssecure.



James:"Perfect,let'sroll"

Theyallgetintheircarsanddrivetothewarehouse.

Theotherguyshavebeenletlooseforawhilesoit's

justthembuttheyfindSmangainthewarehouse,

checkingthegunsandifnothingismissing.

Khaya:"Sho"theynodateachotherandsitdownon

thesofas.

JamespullsouthistabletandtracksMandla.

James:"Okay,he'sonhiswaytothebank.Wegotta

thinkquick"

Muzi:"Theonlythingwecandoatthisstageisto

justinfiltratetheground,surpriseMandlaandthe

crazycouple".

Khaya:"Thatcouldwork,butwedon'tknowifthey

havebackuporwhat?"

James:"OHcomeonguys,we'vetakendowntroops

andlargegangsallbyourselves.Whatmoreare

theseamateurs?Wecantakethemdown"

Smanga:"You'reright,plusalotofpeoplehavebeen

underestimatingus.Thisisourground,weneedto



standup.PlusIhaven'tputabulletthrough

someonelately,myhandsareitching."

Theylaughandstartplanning.

*

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Ispentnearlytwohoursatthebankverifyingmy

documents.NoonebelievedmewhenIsaidI

wantedR200millionASAP.TheythoughtIwasa

crazyman,ormaybesometypeofrobber.Sohere

amI,waitingforthebankmanagertofillupmybags

withthemoneysoIcangetoutofhereandgetmy

wifeback.Itwasn'teasyconvincingthem,butIhad

topullsomestringswiththemanagerandhe

eventuallyagreed.Thedoorsopenandhewalksout

withtwomen,onecarryingthebagsofmoneyand

another,agun.

Manager:"Doyouneedustoaccompanyyoutoyour

vehiclesir?"



Me:"Nothankyou,Icantakeitfromhere"theygive

memymoneyandInodatthemandwalkoutthe

bank.IloadthemupinthepassengerssideandIget

inmydriver'sside.Ipulloutmyphoneanddialthis

crazygirlsnumber.Itringsforawhilebeforeshe

answers.

Ayanda:"Youhavemymoney?"

Me:"Yes"

Ayanda:"Goodboy,nowbringitovertonight.Iwill

SMSyoutheaddressandyouwillbringitoverat

exactly9pmsharp.Afewminutespastthatandyou

willkissyourwifegoodbye"

Shecutsthecall.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

AntoniowalksinafterAyandawithaglassofwater,

abowloffoodandasmallfacetowel.Hebringsa

chairalongandsitsbeforeme.Hedoesn'tsaya



wordbuthelooksdeeplikehe'sdeepinhisthoughts.

Antonio:"Here"heofferstofeedmethewaterbutI

juststareathim.Helooksaroundandthendraws

hischairclosertome.

Antonio:"Look,pleasedon'tmakethishardonme.I

wanttohelpyou"

Me:"Youbetrayedme,andLwandleforthatmatter"

Antonio:"Drink"IopenmymouthandIdrinkthe

water,it'snooptionregrettingthewaterbecauseI

amthirstyaf.

Heputstheglassdownandpicksupthebowlof

food.It'schickensalad.Hedrizzlesthedressingand

thenpicksonthefoodwiththeforkandliftsitupto

mymouth.

Me:"Youwanttokillmewithpoisonneh"

Antonio:"Iwouldn'tdothat,pleasetrustme"

HenodsatmeandIopenmymouthandacceptthe

food.It'snotbad.Helooksaroundtheroomagain.

Antonio:"Yourhusbandcalled,andhehasthemoney.

Idon'twanthismoneyatallokay.Ijustwant



Lwandle.I'vefalleninlovewithher"

Me:"IfyouloveherthenwhyamIstillinchains?"

Antonio:"Leavethatforme.Tonight,whenyour

husbandcomesIswear,Ayandawon'tbotheryou

again."

Me:"WhyshouldItrustyou?"

Anotherforkfulloffoodgoesintomymouth.

Antonio:"UnlikeAyanda,Idon'thaveanythingagainst

youkillingafamilymemberofmine"

Me:"Whatthehell?"

Antonio:"Demyan"myeyeswidenupinshock.Shit!

Howaretheyrelated.

Tobecontinued....

[4/13,02:15]MaiTadi:Part2

Insert12.

*

*



*

Me:"What?!"

Antonio:"Shhh!"helooksaroundagainandcomes

closertome.

Antonio:"Usually,onceagangleaderdieshissonis

supposedtotakeover.AndtrustmewhenIsaythis,

Ihatedyouandyourfamilyforkillingmydad.Ispent

thelasttwomonthstryingtoavengehisdeath.I

wantedyouguysdead,andyourbloodinmyhands.

ButIcouldn'tdoit.Icouldn'tdoitonceImet

Lwandle.Iknewshewasoneofy'allandIwantedto

killherinCroatiabutIsawasparkinher.Shemade

meseethatIdon'thavetobelikethis.Icanalso

changeandbeanormalperson.Notagangleader,

notamurderer."

Wow,thewayhiseyesandfacelitupwhilehe's

speakingaboutLwandleissoamazing.Iwonderif

Mandlaspeaksaboutmelikethistoo.Icantellthat

AntoniohasfalleninlovewithLwandle.

Me:"Sowhatareyouthinking?"

Antonio:"Ican'triskmymovebutIpromiseyou



today,you'regoingtowalkoutherefreely"

Me:"Andmyson?"

Antonio:"Ihavepeopleinplacetotakehimtoyour

house,relax"Isomehowwanttotrusthim,butwhat

ifit'sallanact.Itallsoundssogoodtohetrue.Who

wouldriskitallforlove?Whatifhegetsrejectedby

Lwandleforwhathedid?Wehearsomefootprints

coming.

Antonio:"Justplayalongwithit."

Hechangeshisfaceandthennowlooksangry.Uhm,

okay.

Antonio:"Youwillpayforthisyoubitch,youandyour

entirefamily"

Me:"Mandlaisgoingtokillyou,asshole"

Ayandaappearsfromthebehindtheboxeswitha

smirk.Antoniostandsupandsmashesthebowlto

thegroundanditbreaks.Helungestowardsmeand

nowhashishandaroundmyneck,grippingmyneck.

Okay,Ididn'texpectthis.Ayandapusheshimoffand

warnshim.



Ayanda:"Heyhey,weneedheraliveremember,go

coolyourselfdown"

Antonioclickshistongueatmeandwalksaway.I

knowitwasallanactnehbutI'mliterallyshaking

rightnow.Thatwastotallyuncalledfor.

Ayanda:"You'reluckyI'llbegettingmymoney

tonight."shelooksatmeoncemoreandwalksaway

withherbuttwiggling.Damn,Ihatethiswoman.

Whatnow.

*

Afewhourslater,strictly8:30pm.

*

Mandladrivesuptotheaddressthatwasearlier

sms'dtohim.Whathedoesn'tknowthoughisthat

hisfriendsarelurkingaroundtohelphimout.

*

Mandla'sPOV.

*

Iwalkinsidethebuildingandwhat'sfunnyisthat



theseidiotsdon'thavesecurityatall.Ishouldhave

broughtmygunalongandjustfinishthemoff.Ilook

aroundthereandthereandthenIfindthem.Thetwo

amateursstandingbesidesNomzamowhoisbound

tothechair.Hermouthalsocoveredwithaclothto

preventherfromtalking.Shedoesn'thaveanycuts

orbruisestoher,matteroffactshelookstotallyfine.

Shedoesn'tevenshowanymeansofseekinghelp.

Shelookscontent.Hereyeschangewhenshesees

methough,theysomehowhavepityandangeratthe

sametime.Iknow,I'msorrybaby.Isayinmyhead.

Ayanda:"Wellwellwhatdowehavehere?"

Me:"Stopwastingmytime,takeyourmoneyand

handmemyfamily"

Ayanda:"Woahwoah,wefirstneedtocountit"

Me:"YoureallythinkIwoulddoublecrossyou?"

Ayanda:"Thisisformyownpeaceofmind"

"Backoffbitch"

Whatthehell?

SuddenlyIseeJames,Khaya,MuziandSmanga



appearfromoutofnowhereandtheyareallcarrying

guns.Theyareslowlywalkingoutoftheshadows,

withsomuchconfidenceandego.Whatthehellare

theydoinghere?!Thiscouldseriouslyjeopardizemy

chancesofgettingmywifeandsonback!Ifthis

backfires,GodknowsI'mkillingthem,regardlessof

howlongI'veknownthem.Theyallpointtheirguns

atAyandaandtheguybuttheyalsotakeouttheir

gunsandpointitatthem.Thetableshaveturned

around.Idon'tevenhaveaweapon.

Muzi:"Youdon'tstandachance,fouragainsttwo.

Dropthegunsdown"

Ayandadirectshergunatme.Okay!WhatdoIhave

todowiththegunissue.

Ayanda:"Youbroughtyourgangtocomefightfor

you?Itoldyoutocomealonebutitseemslikeyou

don'ttakeinstructionswell"shenodsatherguy

friendandhetriggershisgunatNomzamo.Me:"Hey

hey,thiswasnotpartofthedeal.Ihaveyourmoney

nowtakeitandpleasedon'tshoother"

Ayanda:"You'veforcedmetodoit!Iwillkillherand



yoursontoday.Tellthemtogo"

Me:"Haugents,please.Pleasego,Icanhandlethis"

James:"We'renotgoinganywhereMandla"

Ayanda:"I'mgoingtostartcountingdownandif

they'renotgoneinthree,Iwillpullthetriggeronboth

ofyou"

Me:"Gentscomeon"itsmoreofashouttothembut

theydon'tbackdown.Theystillhavethempointed

atAyandaandtheguy.

Ayanda:"One"

Shit!

Me:"Guys!!Go!!"

Muzi:"Relax"

What?!Isheseriouslyaskingmetorelax?Atthis

time?

Ayanda:"Two!"

TheguynowbringsthegunclosertoNomzamoand

IseeNomzamostarttopanic.Tearsstartflowing

downhisface.Aretheseguystakingmeforajoke



rightnow?!

Ayanda:"Three!!"

Bang!!

ThegunwassoloudthatIturnedonmybackand

coveredmyeyes,sodidtheguys.

Ohno.

Didshe..

Didsheshoother?

Didsheshootmywife.

Iturnaroundslowly.Preparingmyselffortheworst

casescenario.Myeyescan'tbelieveit!!She'sstill

boundonthechair,withnobloodcomingoutofher.

IlookatAyandaandshe'sdownonthefloor.Blood

alreadycomingoutfromherskull.Antonioisonhis

feet,withhisgunstillpointedinthedirectionthat

Ayandawasstanding.Thesmokecomingoutofthe

gunfromthebulletemergingoutofthepistol.The

guysstandupandtheugiveeachotherconfused

looks.IrushovertoNomzamoandtheguyhands

methekeyforthechainsaroundherlegsandhands.



Idon'tknowifIshouldthankhimorkillhim.SoIjust

takethekeyandremovethechainsfromher.Here

amIexpectinghertolaunchherselfinmyarmsand

hugmeinsteadonceshe'sfreeshelaunchesherself

inthearmsofAntonio.What?!Thathurtsabit.

Nomzamo:"Thankyousomuch.Thankyou,I

appreciateyourhelp.Owethu?"

Antonio:"He'sbackatyourhouse.Theydelivered

himintoLwandleshands"shehugshimagainand

startscrying.Antoniolooksatmeandhushes

Nomzamo.Muzicomesuptomeandplaceshis

handovermyshoulder.Iwaituntilshe'sdoneand

sheturnsaroundtolookatmeandtheguyswhoare

waitingforanexplanation.

Khaya:"Caretoexplainwhatjusthappened?"

Nomzamo:"Guys,Antonioherehelpedmeout.I

won'tgomuchintodetailbutpleasedon'tkillhim.

Hemeanswell"

Muzi:"Idon'tknowmakoti,whyshouldwetrusthim?"

Nomzamo:"Idon'thaveanywordstoconvinceyou

andIdoubthealsohaswordsbutastimegoesby



youwillsee.IcouldhavediedtodaybutIdidn't

becauseofhim"

Allthistimeshewasignoringmygazeandnot

lookingatme.

James:"Okay,butifyoutryanythingtodeceiveus.

Wewon'tspareyounexttime"

Khaya:"Mandlamyman,we'reallgoingnowtoget

rest.We'llbebacktomorrowatyourhousethough."

Me:"Yeahsure"wefirstpumpandJames,Khayaand

Smangaleave.Nowit'sjustme,Muzi,Nomzamo

andtheguy.

Muzi:"Areyouokaymakoti?"

Nomzamo:"YeahI'mokay.Ijustwanttogohome

andseemybaby".

Muzi:"Bro"

I'vebeenlookingatNomzamo,seekingforaslight

ofemotioninhereyesformebutshe'signoringme.

Herwordsareslappinghardnow.Ireallydon'tknow

whattosayorwhattodo.

Nomzamo:"Areyougoingtobeokay?"



Antonio:"Yeahdon'tworryaboutme.I'llkeepin

touchwithyou"

Shehugshimonceagainandtheguysmilesatus

andwalksaway.

Nomzamo:"Canwego?"

Herquestionisn'tdirectedatme,she'stalkingto

Muzi.IseeMuzilookatme,he'salsowonderingwhy

she'snottalkingtome.

Muzi:"YeahbutI'mnotthedriver.Igotherewith

Jamesandthem"

Nomzamo:"OH"

Iknowshe'smadatmerightnowbutI'llbethe

biggeronehereandhumblemyself.Isighindefeat.

Me:"LetsgoMaDlamini"Ileadthewayandwewalk

tothecar.Muziopensthefrontdoorforherbutshe

doesn'tacceptthekindgestureandpasseshimand

opensthebackdoorandgetsinside.Igetin,start

thecaranddriveoutthebuilding.Ilookatthedriver

mirrorallthewaytoourhomeandshe'ssleepingin

thebackofthecar.Hersweetfaceatrest.Shelooks



calmandgorgeousasalways.HowamIgoingtofix

this?I'veneverlovedawomanlikethisbeforeandit

hurtsmerealbadthatshewantsnothingtodowith

menow.Lord,Ineedstrength.

*

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

AhandshakesmeawakeandIwakeuprealizingit's

Mandlawhoiswakingmeup.Ilookaroundand

noticethatwe'renowhome.Hestretchesouthis

handformesothathecanhelpmeoutofthecar.

Helookskindofsadandgloomy.Itakehishandand

getoffthecar.

Mandla:"Nomzamo.."Istophim.

Me:"Notnowplease.Please."

Iwalkawayandwalktowardsthehouse.Iopenthe

doorandhearhiscry.Tearsstartfallingdownmy

face.It'sbeenweekssinceI'veheardhim.SinceI've

seenhim.Ilocatehisvoiceandhe'sinthesitting



room,inmymom'sarms.Shestartscryingwhen

sheseesme.Mydadalsojoinsinthecry,Noxy

standsupquicklyandthrowsherarmsaroundme

andgivesmeatightsqueeze.Ihonestlydidn'twant

anyone'shugthanmysons.Ihugherbackandthen

breakoffthehug.Igotowheremymomisseated.I

crushdownonmykneesandlookatOwethu.He

looksrelentless.NowmytearsfallliketheNiagara

falls.IhugmymomandOwethuisundermybreasts.

Me:"I'msorrymama.Ngiyxolisa"

Westartcryingtogetherandthendadjoinsinonthe

hug.

Mom:"ItsokayZamo.Kulungilemntanam.Thula,

ungakhali(Keepquiet,don'tcry)"shepatsmyback

andIhaveherdressinfists.Afteragoodcrying

session.IbreakoffthehugandthentakeWethuin

myarms.Istandupwithhiminmyarms.Itakea

seatinoneofthesofas.

Me:"Shhh,shhhh.Mommy'shereboy.Shhh"

Hehadhiseyesclosedforawhileandthenhe

openedhiseyesandsawmeandhestoppedcrying.



Itwaslikehewasshockedtoseeme.Iletouta

smileandagiggle.SomethingIhaven'tdoneina

while.

Me:"Yespumpkin.Mommy'shome"hethenstarts

playingwithmyface.

Goshh!!Mysonismyreasonofliving,hemakesme

sohappy!Iplantakissonhissmalllipsandhe

smilesalso.Aww!Mycutelittleson.Ifeelsomuch

athome.

Tobecontinued....
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Insert13.

*

*

IwaswokenupbyWethusbabyhandsexploringmy

face.LastnightIdidntwanttosleepnexttoMandla

soIdecidedtosleepinoneoftheguestroomswith

Wethubesidesme.Ireallydon'tknowwhattosayto

Mandlaatall.Iknowit'snothisfaultthatmybrother



diedinourhouse,it'snoone'sfaultandittookme

sometimetofigurethatout.Mandlaisthelast

personIwanttotalktonow,he'shurtmesomuch

andIknowifItalktohimImightbreakdown.Once

again,Idon'twanthimtoseemelikethat.Iopenmy

eyesandlaughatWethu.

Me:"Goodmorningpumpkin"

Wethu:"Mama!"

HowI'vemissedthis.Igetupfromthebedandthen

carryhimonmywaist.Iopenthecurtainsandopen

thewindows.Today,myfamilyandIareleavingto

gobackhometoKZNtoday.Wehavetomake

funeralarrangementsforBongani.I'mreallysadthat

Iwon'tgettoseehimanymoreorevenhearhis

voice,hemademychildhoodthebesttherewas.I'm

sureeveryoneisprobablygettingreadytogoandI

alsoneedtodothesame.Iopenthedoorandthen

gotoWethusnursery.Itakehisbathingthingsand

clothesthathewillwearnowwhenwegohome.The

journeyisgoingtobelongsohewillneed

somethingthatwon'tmakehimsweatmuch.SoI

pickoutblueshorts,awhitegolftshirtandwhite



sandalsforhim.Iwon'tgivehimabathhere

becausehisroomhasbadmemories.Igolookat

thebathroomsaroundthehouseandtheyareall

occupied.Urgh,theonlyoneIknowthat'savailable

istheoneinourbedroom.Iclimbthestairswith

heavyfeet.Ireachthedoorandbreatheinandknock.

Iknowit'sourroombutidon'twanttoinvadehis

privacy.Afterafewminutesthedooropensandhe

looksatwithaconfusedlook.

Mandla:"MaDlamini?"

Me:"CanIuseyourbathroomplease,WethuandI

needabath"

Mandla:"Yeahsure.It'syourstooyouknow"hesteps

asideandIwalkinandgotothebathroom.Iopen

thebathtubtapandletthewaterrun.Ithengotoour

closetandsearchforanoutfit.Ithendecideon

wearingablackskirt,awhitetopandIpulloutblack

sandals.Iplacethemonthebedandthengrab

Wethuandundresshim.Mandlaisntpayingmuch

attentiontowhatI'mdoingbecausehe'sbusyonhis

laptop.IthentakeWethuandthengothebathroom.

IclosethedoorandIalsoundress.Timefor



mommyandsonbondingtime.

Afterourbathtime,IcivermyselfwithatowelandI

coverhimwithatowelaswell.Iplacehimonthe

bedandgrabtheVaselinesoIcanapplyitonhis

skin.

Mandla:"Letmedothatwhileyougetdressed"I

wontdisputesoIlethimtakeoverandbehindhimI

lotionandchangeintomyoutfit.EvenI'mdone,Ipull

outasuitcasefromtheclosetandstartpullingout

someclothes.Iwassupposedtostayathomeuntil

afterthefuneralisoverbutwhileI'mpackingI

decideonpackingforanothertwoweeks.Ihaven't

toldMandlabuthe'llunderstand.Iwanttoclearmy

headandbewithmyfamily.Iwanttobetherefor

mymomaswell.WhenI'mdoneIpullitoutthe

suitcaseanddragittothemainbedroomwhere

MandlaisnowticklingOwethuandtheyareboth

laughing.

Me:"WillyoustaywithhimwhileIgoandpackhis

bag"

Mandla:"That'salargesuitcase.Howlongarewe



goingawayfor?"

Me:"Thesearejustmyclothes,I'llbegoneforthree

weeks"

Mandla:"HaaNomzamo.Why?!"

Me:"IneedspaceMandla.Iwantabreakfromallthis.

Iwantabreakfromyou"hehandsWethuhislaptop

mouseandturnshisattentionstowardsme.He

standsupandcomestowardsme.Urgh,whydoes

hehavetodothis?!He'smyweakness.

Mandla:"Nomzamo.Iknowyou'reangryatmeandI

don'tknowwhybutyoucan'tpunishmelikethis"

Me:"That'sthethingMandla!Thisisn'taboutyouat

all.Iwanttoclearmymind"

Mandla:"BullshitNomzamo!Justtellmewhat's

wrong"

Me:"There'snothingwrong.Really.Ijustneedmy

spaceandthishousehasmanybadmemories"

Mandla:"Wellifit'sanewhouseyouwantthenI'll

buyitforyou.Pleasedon'tgoforthreeweeks"he

comescloserandtriestotouchmebutIbackup



Me:"Youwon'tchangemymindMandla.Matterof

factIwouldreallyappreciateitifyoudon'tcomeat

alltothefuneral.You'vehurtmymotherandyou've

hurtmetoo.I'llbebacktofetchWethu"Ipullmybag

andwalkouttheroom.IgotoWethusroomand

packabagforhimtoo.Iwon'ttakeadiaperbag

becausewe'llbestayingthereformorethanaweek

soI'lljusttakeaboxofdiapers.Ialsogethis

medication.MuzifindsmecomingoutofWethus

roomwiththebaggageandhehelpsmewithit.I

greeteveryonedownstairsandnoticeMandlacome

downthestairswithWethuinhisarms.Everyone

hasalreadypackedtheirbags,theyhaven'teatenyet

butplanoneatingontheway.Noxythenasksusto

makeashortprayerandweallbowourheadsand

pray.Whenthat'sdoneIpullmysuitcaseabsgo

outsidetoputitinmycarandMuzihelpsme.

Muzi:"Soyoureallydon'twantMandlacomingtothe

funeral?"

Me:"It'snotinabadwayMuzi.Butit'swhatIthinkis

best"

Muzi:"Well,I'msorrythenbutIalsocan'tcome.I



havetomakesurehedoesn'tdoanythingstupid."

Me:"Mandlaisoldenoughtolookafterhimselfbut

it'sokayifyoucan'tcome."

I'llbetravelingwithjustWethuinmycar,soallthe

waytoKZNI'llbetakingcareofWethubymyself.I

takehiscarseatandputitthepassengerseat,it's

facingawayfromthewindscreen.Everyoneelsewill

betravelingintheirowncarstoo.Noxywillbe

travelingwithLwandle.I'mnotsurprisedthough.

Thesetwohavegrowntoloveeachothernow.I

haven'tspokentoLwandlesinceIcameback.I

walkedbacktothehouseandfoundMandlaholding

Wethu.It'ssadthatI'llbeleavinghimhere,inthis

largehouse.Buthehastounderstand.

Me:"I'mreadytogo"hehugsWethuandkisseshim.I

takehimandMandlaplantsakissonmyforehead.

Mandla:"ngiyohlalangikuthandaNomzamo."with

thatheturnsaroundandatearslidesdownmyface.

IwatchhimgoupthestairsuntilIcan'tseehim

anymore.Iturnonmyheelandmatchtothecar.

*



*

Todayisthedayofthefuneral,thecloudsare

coveringtheskybutthereseemstobenochangeof

rainuntillaterintheday.Thehouseisgloomybut

notquiet.Ourhomeissmallandsomehadtogo

sleepatahotel.Iwillhavegoextendmymoms

houseincasetheygetalotofguests.Mandlahasn't

calledmeatallsinceIleftandI'mnotfazedmuch

aboutthat.IknowItoldhimnottocomebutright

nowIwishhewashere.TodayIfeelabitnauseous

andmybodydoesn'tfeelright.Isharedmybedwith

WethuandNoxy.SuddenlyIfelttheurgetovomit,I

threwthecoversasideandrantothebathroomand

quicklyopenedthetoiletseatandletitallout.It

mustbebecausemybodyhasn'tacceptedthe

change.Ofcoursetherearealotofpeopleinthe

houseanditwasastrugglegoingtothekitchenjust

togetwater.Youhavetomeetupwithauntsabs

uncles.Somethatyoudon'tevenknowbutthey

knowyou.Hai,it'smadness.Ifinallygetmyglassof

water.ItakeittomyroomandIfindWethuand

Noxyplayingtogether.Hisfacelightensupwhenhe



seesme.

Wethu:"Mama!"

Noxynoticesthere'ssomethingwrongwithmeso

shehandshimatoythathecanplaywith.

Somethingtodistracthim.

Noxy:"Youlookill,what'swrong?"

Me:"Ihavenoidea.Ifeeldizzythough"

Noxy:"You'llbefine,letmegiveyousomepillsthat

totallyhelp"shegetsoffthebedandsearchesfor

thepillsinherpurse.Shehandsthemtome.

Me:"Don'tIhavetoeatfirst?"

Noxy:"Noyoucantakethemnowtheneat"Ialready

haveaglassofwaterinmyhandsoIdownthepills

inonego.Itdoesnttakemorethantwominutes

beforeIfeelnauseousagain.Urgh,please.Notagain.

InoticeabucketinthecorneroftheroomandI

makearunforitandvomit.Yetagain.Noxycomes

uptomeandrubsmyback.

Noxy:"Youknowthiscouldonlymeanonething"

Me:"Yes,thatI'msickandneedtoseeadoctor"



Noxy:"Stopbeingoblivious.You'repregnant!!"

Me:"What?!You'recrazy.Itcan'tbe"

Noxy:"I'mtellingyou,thecontainerdidsayit'snot

pregnantwomenandyourbodytotallyrefusedthe

medication.You'repregnantZamo!"hervoiceisnow

high,she'sexcited.

Me:"Whatthehellno?Ican'thavebabynumbertwo

now!"

Noxy:"Look,we'llconfirmitwithapregnancytest

laterbutfornowwegottagetready"

Me:"Okay,willyouhelpmewiththebaby?"

Noxy:"Whichone?Thenewone?"

Me:"Urghplease,I'mnotpregnant"

Noxy:"Iwasjustpullingyourleg,yeahsureI'llhelp

you"

Aftertakingabath,I'mnowdressedinablackhigh

collaralinedress,blackstilletosandIalsocarrya

smallblacksidebag.NoxycarriesWethuforme

becauseIfeelreallyweak.Westepoutoftheroom

andfindeveryonewaiting.Yep,we'reallwaitingfor



hisbodytogethereandthenwe'llreleasehimand

gotothegraveyard.

Thefuneralwassosad.IcriedmostlywhenIsaw

mommytrytogotohiscasketwhenitwasbeing

lowered.Iwasgoingtoholditinbutthat'swhenI

lostit.Isawmymomcrysohardatthelossofher

son.Wekeptongettinghugsandhandshakesfrom

thecommunityandIreallyappreciatedtheirsupport.

Nowthatweweredoneburyinghim,Ijustwantto

gohomeandsleep.IgotinmycarwithNoxyandmy

sonandwedrovehome.Ourhomewasn'tfarfrom

theburialsite,that'sjusthowithereathome.When

wearrivedhome,wewashedourhandsatthegate.

WewereofferedfoodbyourauntswhocookedbutI

reallywasn'tthathungrysoIrejectedthefood

politely.Noxyaccompaniedmetomyroomandas

wewalkedinandshutthedoor,placedWethuonthe

bedandthenstartssmilingasshe'sfidgetinginher

bagforsomething.

Me:"Manjewena?!"shethenpullsoutthreekindsof

pregnancytests.Howdidsheevengetthese?!



Me:"Howdidyou..?"

Noxy:"Iaskedafriendofminetohelpmeandshe

camethrough.Nowyouknowwhatyoushoulddo

right."

Me:"NotnowNoxy"

Noxy:"Yesnow!Go"shehandedthemtomeand

pushedme.

Me:"HaiNawe,you'regoingtogetmeintrouble.I

havetohidethese"shehandsmeaplasticand

shovestheminthere.Iopenmydoorandlook

aroundthehouse.It'sclear.Fornow.Irushtothe

bathroomandlockthedoor.Iopenthetestswith

doubtfuleyes.There'snowayyyyI'mpregnant.Ido

thedeed,putthemintheplasticbagandthenrush

backtomyroom.

Noxy:"Well?"

Me:"Hauweneedtowaitawhile.Chill"

Youknowthatmomentwhenyou'reindenialandthe

devilkeepsaccusingyouofthedenial.Iwasin

denialthatIwaspregnantbutthenmymind



remindedmeofafewdaysagowhenmeand

Mandlahadasteamysessioninthecarandalsoa

fewweeksagowhenwehadsex.Urghh!!Thiscould

betrue!Ipulloutmyphoneandcheckthecalender.

Ohnooo!Myperiodwasdueafewdaysago.My

heartstartedpumpingandIstartedpacingupand

down.Noxywascoolwiththewholething,her

attentionwasonWethu.

AfterawhileNoxystandsup.

Noxy:"Okaystopit.We'vewaitedlongenough.Let's

check"

Me:"I'msonervous!!"

Noxy:"Iknow,butit'sbestweknow"

IwalkslowlytowhereIplacedthemandIpickup

thefirstone.Doubleline.Whuu,myheartdrops.I

handitovertoNoxyandshe'snowsmiling.Icheck

thesecondone.Doubleline.Ohmygosh!!Ihansit

overtoherandshestartsjumpingupanddown.I

checkthelastone.NowI'mintears.Doubleline.I

thenfeelfaintandthenboom,I'montheground.



Tobecontinued...
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Noxy:"Hey!What'swrong?Areyounothappy?"

Me:"It'snotthat"

Noxy:"Thenwhat'swrong?"

Me:"Ireallydidn'texpectI'dbepregnantyetagain.

It'stoosoonNoxy.Idon'tknowhowtofeel"

Noxy:"Iknowbaby,butIwon'tsayI'msorry.This

babyisyetanothergiftfromGod.I'mreallyhappy

foryou."itakeoneofthetestsandlookatit.Okay,

herewegoagain.AnotherMandlajuniorinmybelly.

IstartsmilingwhenIhearWethusayMamatome.

I'mnotreadyforthejourneyagainbutI'llhaveto

acceptit.Ican'tdoanythingaboutit,andperhaps

it'sagiftfromBongani.

Noxy:"Callhim"



Me:"No,I'lltellhimlaterwhengoback"

Noxy:"ChaNomzamo.Callhim.Lettheguyknow"

Me:"Idon'twanthimhereNoxy,hemightcomehere

andruinmymomentwithyouguys"

Noxy:"What'sthepointofmakingushappyifyou're

nothappy.It'snotgoingtoworkout"

Me:"Fine,I'llcallhimlater"

Noxy:"Youbetter.Letmetryandgetussomefood"I

nodandthenstandupandplaywithWethu.Hehas

cutecurlyhairandIstartplayingwithit.

Laterintheday,whenthesunhassettled,and

peoplearealreadystartingtogototheirhomes.

There'sstillabuzzgoingonaroundthehouse.I've

justlaiddownWethutosleepandjustasI'mabout

tolaydownbesidehim,myphonerings.Icheckthe

callerIDandit'sMandla.Ifeelmystomachchurn

andgetshywiththebutterfliesIfeelinside.Idon't

evenhesitateansweringthecall,I'vemissedhimI

don'twanttolie.

Me:"Hello"



Mandla:"Comeoutside"hecutsthecall.Ishe

seriouslyoutsideorhe'splayingwithme?Apartof

meisexcitedtoseehim.Iwearmyslippersand

thenaskNoxytolookafterWethu.

Noxy:"Whereareyougoing?"

Me:"I'llbeback"

Iopenthedoorandrunoutsideandthereheis.My

heartdropswhenIseehim.He'sstandingbesides

hisRangeRoveranddamnhelookssogood.

Deliciouslygood.Histallmuscularframeisstanding

besidesthecar,hehashishandsinhispocketsand

he'slookingupatme.He'swearingblackslimfit

pants,alongsleeveblackshirtwiththefirsttwo

buttonsloose.He'swearingbrownshoesanabrown

belttomatch.Yeyy,yinhlelendoda.Iwalktohim

withquirkylegs,I'veknownhimforalongtimenow

andIshouldbeusedtohimbuthistallframestill

intimidatesmesometimes.Hestartssmilingatme.

Okaygirl,containyourself.Showhimyouhave

control.

Me:"Hey,whatareyoudoinghere?"



Afewelderlypeoplepassusandlookatuswith

longglares.

Mandla:"Youlookstunning"

Me:"Talk.You'rewastingmytime"

Mandla:"Sthandwasam'Idon'tknowwhathappened

tousbutIreallymissyou.Imissus.Imissour

family.Please,pleasedon'tshutmeout."

Ikeepquiet,hecomesclosertomeandtakesmy

handinhis.

Mandla:"IfIdidyouwrongpleaseforgiveme.I'm

reallysorryNomzamo.ButI'vehaditwithoutyounot

beingbymyside.Youknowyou'rethereasonof

living.Please"

Ikeepquietandlookaway.

Mandla:"Nomzamo.Pleasetalktome"

Idon'tsayanything,primarilybecauseIdon'tknow

whattosay.ImisshimbutIdon'twanttotellhim.I

wanttohughimbutIdon'twanttotellhim.Iwantto

pouroutmyfeelingstohimbutIdon'twantto.Isee

thelittlehopehehadinhiseyesdisappear.Helifts



upmyhandtohisfaceandplantsakissonmyhand.

Mandla:"I'llalwaysbehereforyouifyouneedme

okay"hedropsmyhandandturnsaroundtogetinto

hiscar.

Me:"I'mpregnant!!"

Heturnsaroundandhissmilereappearsonhisface

onceagain.

Mandla:"What?!"

Me:"NgikhulelweGxabashe"

Heturnstomeandhugsmeandpicksmeupand

spinsmearound.He'slaughingandsmiling.Ican't

helpitaswell.Istartlaughingandheputsmedown.

Mandla:"Iwasreallystartingtothinkyou'redone

withme"

Me:"I'msorry,I'msorryforpushingyouaway"

Mandla:"OHIloveyouNomzamo!Iloveyouvery

much"

Heleansinandwekiss.Passionately.GodknowsI

lovethisman.Godknowsthismanlovesme.God



knowshowmuchItreasurethisman.Hewasmy

first.Myfirstineverything.He'sthefirstonethatI

feelinlovewith.Thefirstonetotakemypurity.The

firstonetobreakmyheart.Thefirstonetogiveme

ason.Thefirstonetomakeitallworthit.Mandla

Xulu.Myhusband.

Me:"Iloveyou"

HebreaksoffthehugandthenIseehimreachfor

somethinginhispocket.Hethensurprisinglygoes

downononeknee.MandlaandIaremarriedyesbut

weonlygotmarriedincourtandInevergotawhite

wedding.Atthattime,wedidn'tevenknoweach

otherthatwell.Wehatedeachotheranddidn'twant

tobetogether.It'samazinghowalmostthreeyears

later,we'rearewillingtomarryeachother,withno

forcedbounds.MyheartstartedracingandIwas

speechless.Iwasn'texpectingthisatall.Heopens

theringbox.Theringissogorgeous,it'sstunning.

It'sfitforaqueen.

Mandla:"Mylove,I'veseenthemallbutattheendof

thedayyouaretheoneforme.Youhavemyheart.

Youaretheonewhoholdsthekeytomyheart.



NomzamoXulu,willyoupleasedomethehonorof

marryingmeagain?"

Me:"Yes,yesIwillmarryyou"hesmilesandputsthe

ringonmyfinger.Thenallofasuddenwehearthe

womenululatingbehindus.Lol,wheretheywatching

usthewholetime?Hestandsupandwekissagain

andhugeachother.

Whatwasmeanttobeamournfuldayformyfamily

turnedouttobeacelebration.Itwasmeantfortears

butGodhasblesseduswithjoy.Ihavenowordsat

all.

Tobecontinued...
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Thepastfewmonthshavebeenfantastic.Iended

upnotspendingalotoftimeonKZN,afterabouta

weekIwasgone.BackinJohannesburgwithMandla

andbabyWethu.AndtrustmewhenIsayit'sbeen

great!I'vebeenlovingeverymomentofit,it'sasif

we'vegottenstrongerandstronger.Noxyand

Lwandlehavebeenhelpingmewithwedding

preparations,fromcaketasting,todecor,fromring

ideastobridesmaidsdresses.LolIeventually

convincedMandlatoallowustohaveourwedding

ceremonyandreceptioninCapeTown.Hedidn't

wantustogofarbutIwantedaweddingwitha

beachbackview.Lastweekhepaidlobolaforme

again,mydarlinghusbandandwehadourtraditional

weddingathishomeanditwassoamazing,Ididn't

knowhehadhisrootstohisheart.Hetreasured

eachmomenthesharedwiththeeldersandhe

acceptedtheadvicehewasgiven.

Iwaswokenupbyululationinthehouse,Istarted

laughing.Wellyouknowmoneywasnotroublefor

Mandlasohedecidedtobuytwobeachhouses,one

forthebridesmaidsandtheotherforthe



groomsmen.Helettheelderssleepatanearbyhotel.

Lwandle:"Yeyy!!VukaMadam!!It'stheweddingday

today.Vukaa!!"shewasshakingmetowakeupandI

couldn'thelpbutlaugh.

Me:"I'mawakehau!Calmdown!"

Lwandle:"Getup!Let'sgetready!"sheopenedmy

coversandthrewmycoversonthefloor.

Me:"Urgh!Okay"Igotoffthebedandstretchedmy

body.Ithenwalkedtothebathroomthatwasinmy

room.Itookanicewarmbath,withbathsaltsand

thenwhenIwasdoneIlotionedwithscentedlotion

andthenworethenicelingeriethatNoxyhadgifted

tome.Shetoldmeitwasamarriagestarter.Iwas

wearingawhitelacethong,awhitelacecorsetanda

whitegarterbelt.Ithenwearmygoldsilkgownand

stepoutmyroomandfindmygorgeous

bridesmaidsalreadywearingtheirgownstoo.Ihave

fourbridesmaids,Lwandle,Noxyandmytwoother

cousins,NomusaandLisa.Ihaven'tseenthemina

whilebutwhenwehadourtraditionalweddingwe

hookedupquickly.Wewereclosewhenwewere



youngerbutwhentheygrewuptheymovedto

Durbanandtheconnectionbetweenusgotcutoff

butnowIhopeandpraythatwebecomecloseagain.

Me:"Goodmorningladies!"

All:"Heyy!"IhugthemandthenIhearabottleof

champagnepopopen.Theyallscreamwithcheers

andthenpulloutsomeglassesandpoursome

champagneforeachother.

Me:"IappreciatethesupportguysbutyallknowI

don'tdrinkright?"

Noxy:"Morelikeyoucan'tdrink.You'repregnant

now!"

Lwandle:"Don'tworrythoughgirl,wegotyou"she

thenpullsoutnonalcoholicchampagneandIlaugh

andshepourssomeformeandhandsmetheglass.

Weklinkandthentakesipsofthedrink.There'sa

knockonthedoor,thatshouldbeourmakeupartists

andprobablymymomandMandla'smom.Lisa

standsupandgoestoopenthedoor.AndyepIwas

right,it'smymakeupartist.Wewelcometheminand

weallfindseatsandtheydotheirthing.Noxy



finishedhermakeupfirstandhadtogoanswerto

theknockonthedoor.Itwasmymomandmother

andlaw.Lol,theyweresohappywhentheysawus

andsawhowstunningwelooked.Whenmymakeup

wasdoneIthankedtheladies.

Noxy:"Let'sgogetdressedladies,we'regoingtobe

late"weallseparatedandwenttoourrooms.My

momandmymommyinlawdecidedtohelpmeinto

mydress.Whuu,I'vegainedweightey.Thethree

yearsI'vespentwithMandlaisnowbeingvisible

throughmybody,throughtheweightI'vegained.I

wearmydressandtheytieitupformeattheback,I

wearmystilletosandwearmyearrings.

Mom:"Alldonemychild,youlookgorgeous"

Mam'Nelly:"Indeedyoudo.Comeseeyourselfinthe

mirror"Istandupandwalkovertothelongmirrorin

myroom.Wow!Ican'tevenrecognizemyself.Ilook

sodifferentbutyetsoamazing.Mymomstands

besidesmeandstartscrying.Ialsocan'tholdit,I

startcryingaswell.

Mom:"Bonganiwouldhavebeensohappytoseeyou



onyourpreciousday"

Me:"Iknowmama.Ialsowishhewashere"

Mom:"Heisherewithus.Hisspiritiswithusmy

baby.I'msoproudofyou.You'vemademeso

proud"

Me:"Thankyoumommy.Thankyouforbeinghere

withmeonthisday"

MamNellyhandsussometissueandwewipeour

eyesandhugeachother.

Mom:"Let'sgetgoingbeforeyoubecomelate"

IsmileatherandthenwewalkoutmyroomandI

seemybeautifulbridesmaids.Theyallstartgetting

tearywhentheyseemeinmydress.

Whowouldhavethoughtman?Iknowwewere

marriedbuthavingawhiteweddingwasthelast

thinginmymindandI'mgladMandlawasableto

bringitup.Wegooutsideandgetintoourcarsand

thenwedriveofftotheweddingvenue.

*

Mandla'sPOV.



*

IwaswokenupbyWethu'shandsslappingmyface,

thisboycanbesotroublesomesometimesbuthe's

stillsoadorable.

Me:"Goodmorningboyboy"

Wethu:"Mama!"

Me:"Noyousupposedtocallmedaddy"

Wethu:"Dada?"

Me:"Yes,you'regettingthehandofit!Mamaisnot

here,butwe'regoingtoseehernownowokay.

Comelet'sgetyouready"

WethuandItookabathtogetherandwhenitcame

tohimdressingup,itwashavoc.Ididn'tknowhe

wassotroublesome.Theboykeptonrunningaway

frommeandgettingunderthecoversandthen

gettingtangledupinthecovers.TothinkI'mtheone

whoinsistedthathecomestosleepinmyroomlast

night.IguessNomzamoknewIcouldn'thandleit,

that'swhyshealsoinsistedshesleepswithhim.

Afteraboutanhour,IwasabletogethimandI



dressed.MydooropensandJamesstepsin.He's

alreadydressedupinhisshitandheactuallylooks

nice.

James:"Heyhey"wefistpumpandthenheflicks

Wethu'scheekandWethulaughs.

James:"Howareyoufeelingbro?"

Me:"I'mokay.Ijustwanttogoseemygirlandkiss

her"helaughs.

James:"Relaxbro,you'llseeher.Let'sgoseethe

othergents"

IplaceWethutothegroundandhewrapshissmall

handaroundmyindexfingerandthenwewalktothe

whereeveryoneelseis.He'scurrentlylearninghow

towalksoheneedstopracticemore.Itfeelslikeit

tookushourstogettothekitchenthewayhe'sslow

andlikestakinghistime.Butey,whatcanIdo.I

havetobepatient.Consideringthatsoonwe'llbe

gettinganotheradditiontothefamily.Igreet

everyoneelseandthenwehavesomequick

breakfast.NoneoftheseguysaremarriedatallbutI

hadtositdownandlistentothemgivememarriage



advice.Icouldn'thelpbutlaughatthem,they

soundedsoridiculous.

Khaya:"Okaybro,it'stime.Wegottagetgoing"

Okay!ThemomentI'vebeenwaitingforallmylifeis

herenow.I'msonervousbutIknowI'llgetthrough

this.I'mmarryingthewomanofmydreams.Again.I

carryWethu'sthistimeandwegotoourcars.

Showtime.

*

Nomzamo'sPOV.

*

Thedrivefromthehousetothevenueisn'tfar.Soin

lessthan15minuteswehadalreadyarrivedatthe

venue.TheytellmethatMandlaandthegroomsmen

havealreadyarrivedandeverythingisset.Theyare

justwaitingforme.Istartbreathingheavily.

Noxy:"Heyrelax.Thisisnodifferenttowhenyougot

marriedthefirsttime.You'rejusthavingarepeat,

butthistimeyourvowsarereal.Withpassion"

Me:"You'reright"



Igetoffthecarandthenmydadapproachesme.He

hasabigsmileonhisface.

Dad:"Areyouready?"

Me:"Yes"

Dad:"Let'sgetyoumarriedmybaby"heextendshis

elbowandandIputmyarminhis.Mybridesmaids

getintopositionandwewalktothevenue.I'mvery

contentwiththeceremonydecor.Itsveryniceand

it'swhatIwanted.Mydreamsarebecomingareality.

Thewhiteflowersonthegrassmakethewhole

ceremonymeansomething.Likeourweddingwas

meanttohe.Ourunitywasmeanttobe.Wedon't

havethatmuchguestsbecauseMandlaandIdon't

havemuchfriends,matteroffactIdon'thavefriends

atall.Justfamily.Mybridesmaidswalksheenthe

isle.Thenwhenit'smyturn,myheartdropsatthe

sightofMandla.Guys,myman!!Helooksso

handsomeandsexy.Welockeyes,hesmilesatme

andlookstheotherway.Isheshytoseeme?Wow,

I'veneverseenhimlikethisbefore.Theinstrumental

songforWhyIloveyoubyMajorstartsplaying.



Whew!Thetimeisnow.Theguestsstandup,Istart

walking.Myheartbeatingfastandmyhands

trembling.MyeyesarestilllockedwithMandla's.He

doestheunexpected.Hestartscrying.Iwon'tlie,I

alsoshedafewtears.Thisman.ThisisthemanI

love.Withallofmyheart.WithallthatIam.Iwalk

downtheaisleuntilIreachMandlaandhecomes

andgetsmefrommydad.Theyshakehandsandhe

holdsmebymyhand.

Mandla:"Youlookbreathtaking"Iwipehistearsand

youcanheartheladiesgocrazybehindus.

Me:"NgiyabongaGxabashe"

Thesongstopsandwearenowfacingthepriest.

Besidesme,LwandlehandsmetissueandItakeit

andwipemyeyes,carefully.

Priest:"Wearegatheredhere,onthisbeautifuldayto

celebratethecreationofanewmarriage.Weare

heretocelebrateMandlaandNomzamoXulu.If

anyoneheresaysthatthesetwoshouldnotbe

boundtogether,pleasespeaknoworforeverhold

yourpeace"



Ipinchmyassandcrossmyfingersthatnoone

protestsourunion.We'vebothmadealotof

enemies,itwouldreallyspoilmydayifanyone

decidestostopus.There'ssilence.Ismiletomyself.

Priest:"Wonderful.Thecouplewishtosaytheirown

vows.Pleaseletuswitnesstheirgratitudeforeach

other."

JamestakesamicandplacesitbeforeMandlaso

hecanspeak,Lwandlecomesholdingourringsand

hetakesmyonebetweenhisfingersandthenlooks

atme.

Mandla:"Sthandwasam',mylove,smomondiyasam'.

TodayIamthehappiestmanalive,todayIamontop

oftheworldbecauseofyou.Ourencounterstarred

offbadly,butlookatusnow.We'reinseparable,I

knowthepastfewyearsIhaven'tbeenthebest

husbandever.I'vecheated,I'veliedandI'vehurtyou.

ButtrustmewhenIsayallthatdidn'tsitwellwith

me.Itdidn'tsitwellwithmethatIwashurtingthe

loveofmylife.uNkulunkulu,ung'begelewena.Iam

forevergratefulformeetingyou.You'vegivenme

love,you'vetakencareofmeandmostofallyou've



givenmeafamilythatIlove.Ididn'tthinkI'dbehere

today,prophesyingmyloveforyou.MaXulu,

ngiyak'thanda.Andwiththisring,Ivowtoloveyou

andyoualone.Ivowtotakecareofyouandour

children,Ivowtobethebesthusbandever.Ivowto

beyourhome.Ivowtobeyourpillarofstrength.I

takeyouasmypreviouswifeyetagain.Butthistime,

withallthatIam"

OfcourseIamintearsafterallofthat,heslidesmy

ringinandIsmileathim.Itakehisringandnowit's

myturn.

Me:"Gxabashe,Makhatini,Sonkophe,Sombizi.My

love.Todayyouhaveshownmeyourtrueintentions.

Youhaveshownmehowmuchyoulovemeby

allowingmetobeyourwife,youhaveshownme

howmuchyoulovemebyallowingmetocarryyour

seed.We'vebeenthroughsomuchmylovebutI'm

gladwewerebothabletoholdonforaslongaswe

bothcould.Lookatusnow,wearerevivingourlove.

Ipromisetogiveyouthebestofmyself.Ipromiseto

trustandrespectyouasyourownperson.Ipromise

toloveyouwithallthatIam.Ipromisetobefaithful



andsupportiveasGodwatchesoverus.Ipromiseto

besubmissivetoyouandavailmyselftoyouallthe

time.IloveyouMandlaandItakeyouasmy

husband."

HestartschucklingandsmilesatmeasIslideinhis

ring.

Priest:"Ladiesandgentlemen,Ipresenttoyou

MandlaandNomzamoXulu.Youmaykissyourwife"

hestartssmiling.Thatsexysmileofhisthatturns

meon.Ilaugh,heleansinandplantsasmallkiss.

Welookateachotherandthennowwestart

devouringeachother.Hishandsarearoundmy

waistandmyhandsarebehindhisneck.Webreak

offthekissandsmileateachother.

Mandla:"Thankyou"

WakemeupbyAviciistartsplayingaswenowface

thecrowdandourbridalpartystartsshoweringus

withflowers.WearenowofficiallyofficiallyMrand

MrsXulu.Icouldn'tbeanyhappier.Thissparksnew

beginningswithmyhusbandandmychildren.

Lookingbackathowwemetandhowwehave



endedupmakesmehappy.Irememberitall.The

daywemet,ohhowIhatedhisrudeass.Ihatedhow

hewouldalwaysunderestimateme.Butnow,Ilove

allofhim.Mylove.

DearHappiness,Ihopeyouwillneverforgetmy

address.

-AlexandraVasiliu


