


INTRODUCTION

ISIDINGOisamixtureoffictionandreallifeevents

storythatbringsyouapolygamous

family/marriage.

MazwakheSibeko,atycoonbusinessmanmostly

transport,land,constructionandfuneralparlor

servicesismarriedto4wives.

ThefirstwifeisThabisileMaZunguSibekowhois

nowaprimaryschoolprincipal.Thabisileis

Mazwakhe'sbestfriend,sweetheartandsoulmate.

Togethertheyhave3kidsnamedPhakamanithe

firstson,KhetheloandMbali.

AfterThabisilecomesNokubongaGwala

Sibeko,(2ndwife)whoisasocialworkerand

partnerinoneofMazwakhe'sbusiness.Nokubonga

andMazwakhehas2kidsnamedNhloniphoand

Nosipho.Nokubongaisconsideredasalonerand



mostlymindsherbusiness.Shetoleratestheother

wivesbutdoesn'treallylikethem.It'sherkidsand

husbandthatreallymatters.ThankGodeveryone

hastheirhouseindifferentlocationssoshereally

doesn'thavetoseethemoften.

Nokxisfollowedbya"slayqueen"astheynormal

callher,SanelisiweMaSibiyaSibeko.Shemet

MazwakhebackinGautenginthemiddleofthe

road,hercarhadbrokendownandguywaspassing

by,hestoppedandhelpedher.Sanehadeverything

exceptamanandMazwakhesweptherfeet.She

relocatedfromJohannesburgtoDurbanwhereshe

iscurrentlyauniversitylecturer.HerandMazwakhe

hasnokidsatthemoment(bychoice).

Lastly,wehaveNonhlanhlaMamchunuSibeko.

NonhlanhlaisolderthanSanelisiwe,shemet

Mazwakheashishelperinahouseherentedin

Mpumalangaforbusiness.Thetwogotnaughty

andshefellpregnant.Shesometimesfeelslikethe



leastlovedbuthappytohaveeverythingshe

desires.TheotherwivesexceptSane,feelslikeshe

wastetheirhardearnedmoneyassheisahouse

wifeandraisingtheir2yearoldsonwithMazwakhe

namedSanele.

*****

Pickyourfighter,weareabouttostartsoon!

SponsorshipwithoutanyadvisementisR60.With

competitionsandbeautypageants,inboxmeasthe

pricevarydependingonthekindofpromoweare

running.

ThisisISIDINGObringingyoutheMaziya's(Sibeko)

familytoyou!Ihopeyougettoenjoyit.

Tag,mentionandshareitwithyourfriends!!

PROLOGUE



NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

AredMercedesBenzG63drivesinsideavery

beautifulhomeandparksoutsidethegarage.A

man,prollyinhismiddle50sstepsoutofthecar

andhistwokidsrunsuptohimforahug.Itwarms

hishearttoseethisreactionfromthemwhenever

hecomeshome,eventhoughtheyarenowold.

Mazwakhe:BoMcusi,nikahle?(mykids,areyou

good?)

NosiphotakeshisbagwhileNhloniphogetsinside

thecartoparkit.

Nosipho:wearegooddad,wemissedyou.

Theywalkinsidethehousehandinhandwhere

Nokubongaisbusywithherpots.Shegiveshim

onelookandblushes.Mazwakhe'sheartdidarocky

danceatthat.Nosiphogivesherparentsspace,

Mazwakhegoestohiswife.

Mazwakhe:Sawubona...(hello)



Hegreetswrappinghishandsaroundherwaist

givingherababykiss.

Nokubonga:Yebosawubona,kunjani?(Hellotoyou

too,howareyou?)

Mazwakhe:WellnowthatI'mhomeifeelgood.

Nokubonga:Asifyouweren'tgoodwhereveryou

were.

Mazwakhe:(giggling)olwaniuchuku?(whyareyou

spicy)

Nokubonga:Haveaseat,thefoodisalmostready.

Mazwakhe:Whyareyoucookinginsteadof

Nosipho?

Nosipho:Urhmdad,youknowyourwifelovesto

showoffandimpressyou.

NosiphoquicklydefendsherselfandNokubonga

smiles.Shedoesn'tdomucharoundthehousebut

makessurethatshehandlesthepotswheneverthe

ownerofthehouseishome.Heloveshercooking,

oneofthereasonshemarriedher.

Nhloniphojoinsthemastheycatchuponthe



dinnertable.Mazwakheasksthemaboutvarsity

andall.

Nhlonipho:IwastalkingtoPhakamanifewdays

ago,hecan'twaittocomebackhomeforgood.

Nosipho:Ialsocannotwaittoseehim,hehasbeen

goneforsolong.

Nokubonga:Hisjobisdemanding,iamsure

Thabisileisoverjoyedaboutthenews.

Nhlonipho:Nooneknowsheiscomingbackexcept

me.Iamtellingyouthisbecauseiwashopingwe

canhostasmallnyanawelcomehomepartyforhim?

Dad?

Mazwakhe:It'sagoodideaNhloniphobutyoucan't

doitwithouthismother'sknowledge.Shehastobe

involvedandknowhersoniscominghomesothat

shecanarrangewhatevergiftshefeelslikegiving

him.

Nokubonga:Yourfatherisright,whateveryouplan

todo,runitbyThabisilefirst.

Nhlonipho:Okayihearyou,itwouldbenicethough



toseebothuMamkhuluandPhakssurprisedbuti

hearyourpoints.Dad?

Mazwakhe:Donotaskmemoney,please...

Nosipho:(giggle)Aveustingy!(youaresostingy)

Mazwakhe:Iworkhardforeverycentiownsoitis

wellwithinmyright.

Nhlonipho:Wellashisfatherkeyoudon'thavea

choicebuttocontribute.

Mazwakheshakeshisheadcheckinghisphoneas

itindicatesthatthere'sanewunreadmessages.It's

picturesfromSanelisiwewearingalingerie.He

typesfastreplyingwithfireemojisandhearts

beforeputtinghisphonedown.

Mazwakhe:Howmuchareyougoingtoneed?

Nhloniphosmilesproudlyandwritethefiguredown

andpushesthepapertohisfather.Mazwakhe

takesoneglanceandshakeshishead.

Mazwakhe:Angeke,khohlwa!(noways,forgetit!)



Nhlonipho:Dadcomeon...

Mazwakhe:IcanonlygiveyouR50knotmorethan

that.

Nokubonga:Kantiufunamalinilo?(howmuch

doeshewants?)

Mazwakhe:Tellhimtoshowyou...

Nhlonipho:Nosiphowasright,youaresostingyit's

notevenfunny.Wehaven'tseenPhakamaniina

yearbecauseofhistraininginthearmy.He

deservesaballandacarnyanatowelcomehim

home.Whatis50kgoingtodo?Dad,wehaveto

slaughteracow,youknowhowexpensivetheyare.

Drinks,giftsandall,yetyoutalkaboutR50k!It's

fine,iwillfundtheeventfrommypockets.

Helooksverydisappointedandgetsupfromthe

tablewithhisplate.Nosiphofollowshimleavingthe

rentsalone.Mazwakheiseatingandlickinghis

fingersunbotheredaboutthedramathesetwobring.

Nokubonga:Whydoyoualwayshavetodothis?



Mazwakhe:Dowhat?

Nokubonga:YouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout,we

hadthisconversation.

Mazwakhe:MaGwala,nottodaysthandwasami.

Nokubongasighsandeatsinsilence,Mazwakhe

cleanshisteethwithatoothpicktypingonhis

phone.

Mazwakhe:thefoodwasdelicious,thankyou.

Nokubonganodsandcontinuetoeatinsilence.

Mazwakhebrushesherhandsoftly.

Mazwakhe:I'msorry,iwillgiveNhloniphothe

moneyforhisbrother'shomewelcomingparty.

Nokubonga:ThankYouMaziya.

Mazwakhe:Nowstopsulking...

Nokubonga:(smiling)I'mnotsulking...

Mazwakhe:Yesyouare,comehere.

Nokubonga:Aibo,thekidscanwalkonusanytime.

Mazwakhe:Youcallthepeoplewhothrows



tantrumsatmekids?Besides,thisismyhouse,

onenkingaangiphumele(Whoeverhasaproblem

shouldleave)

Nokubonga:Tellwhoeveryouarechattingwiththat

nowit'smytimeuzobuyeubabone.

Mazwakhe:(smiling)Done!

Hesaysputtinghisphoneonsilence,getsupfrom

hischairandgoestoher.Hewrapshisarms

aroundherneck,Nokubongaleansagainsthisbody

closinghereyes.

Nokubonga:Imissedyou.

Mazwakhe:Notasmuchasimissedyousthandwa

sami..

Nokubonga:Gotakeashower,I'lljoinyoushortly.

Mazwakhe:Don’tkeepmewaiting.

Nokubonga:(smiling)Iwon't.

Mazwakhegrabhisphoneandheadstothe

bedroomwhileshegoestoherkidsinthekitchen.

Nokubonga:Ispoketoyourfather,heisgoingto



giveyouthemoneyyouaskedfor.

Nhlonipho:ThankyouMa,iwascountingonyou.

Nokubonga:nexttimeaskandnotdemand.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

Shelooksathermessagesandthere'snoresponse

fromMazwakhe.Sheclickhertongueboredand

headstothefridgeforanotherwine.Todayshe

wantedtogetlaidsobadly,didallthetrickshe

lovestotryandconvincehimtocomehomebutit

didn'twork.That'sthehardpartaboutpolygamy

peopledon'ttalkabout.

HavingtowaitforyourturnandMazwakhemadeit

clearthatifhe'swithanotherwife,heshouldn'tbe

botheredunlessit'sanemergency.

WellbecausesheisSanelisiweSibiya,shedoesn't

followthatcommandandtexts/callhimwhenever

shefeelslikeandhehasmadepeacewithit.Now

thatheisnotresponding,itmeansheisgettingit

onwhilesheisherestarving,aisuka!



Herphonevibratesandshejumpsanswering

withoutcheckingthecallerID.

Sanelisiwe:Love?

Khethelo:Wuuh,Ncane,it'sme.

Sanelisiwe:(checkingherphone)OhKhethy,yini

ebusuku?

Khethelo:I'msorry,didicatchyouatthebadtime?

Sanelisiwe:Noit'sokay,it'sjustthatiwas

expectingyourfather'scall.What'sup?

Khethelo:Pleasedon'tbemad...

Sanelisiwe:Ohno,I'mmadalready.Sayitsothati

canshoutatyouonceandforall.Whathaveyou

done?

Khethelo:I'matthepolicestation,meandmy...my

friedgotarrestedfordrunkdriving.

Sanelisiwe:JesusKhetheloyouwantyourmother

todie?

Khethelo:ThatiswhyI'mcallingyouNcane,idon't

wanttostressMaZunguanddadwillkillme.You



knowyourman.

Sanelisiwe:(sighs)I'mgoingtokillyouforthis,text

methedetailsI'llbethere.

Khethelo:Thankyousomuch,youarethebomb.

AndPleaseNcane,thisstaysbetweenus.

Sanelisiwe:(rollinghereyes)obviously,butyouowe

meandiwillcomeandcollect.

Khethelo:yesma'am.

Thecallendsandamessagefollowsshortlywith

theaddress.Sanelisiwegoestoherbedroomand

changetotrackpantsandtekkies.Shecheckher

pursetoseehowmuchmoneydoesshehavefor

bribery.

Khetheloisverytroublesomeyetsheistheelder

sister.Theygetalongwithhermaybeit'sbecause

theiragegapisclose,theother2girlsarecoolas

wellbutshehardlytalkstothemthewayshedoes

withKhethy

Sheisnotonlyherstepdaughterbutconfidantand

afriend.Theysharealottogether.



THABISILE-MAZUNGU

MbaliisdoingthedishesasThabisileisbusywith

workwhenKhethelodrivesin.Thabisilepicksher

phoneupandcheckthetime,sheshakesherhead

andcontinuewithworksilently.

AknockcomesthroughthedoorandMbaliopens

forher.Thabisilefrownsatthesmellofalcohol

fromadistance,Khethelotriestomaintaina

straightwalkbutsheissodrunk.Shelooksather

walkasshesitsoppositeheratthetable.

Khethelo:Ma!!

Thabisile:Khethelo,ithoughtiwasn'tgoingtosay

anythingsinceyouareanadultbutthislifestyleof

yoursisstartingtobotherme.Whatiswrong?

Khethelo:There'snothingwrongma,ijustwentout

tohavefun,that'sall.

Shesaysraisingherhandsinsurrender.

Thabisile:Idon'thaveaproblemwiththatbutyou



can'tbedrinkingthismuchanddrive.Youcouldbe

arrestedorbeinvolvedincaraccident.

Khetheloburpsandapologiesafter.

Khethelo:Grooveismyhappyplace,whenI'mthere

igettobefreeandhappy.Forgetaboutmy

miserablelife,demandingjobandeverything.

Thabisile:Idon'tlikethisKhethelo,whatexample

areyousettingforyouryoungersisters?Lookat

whatyouarewearing?Youknowifyourfatherwas

homehewouldn'tlikethis!

Khethelo:Withallduerespectma,iam27.My

peersownstheirownapartmentsandreportstono

onebutnotme.Sinceyourhusbandsaidiwillonly

leavethishousewhenigetmarried,fine.Butiwon't

beimprisonedwhilestayinghere.

Thabisile:That'sthereasonwhyyoupartyand

dresslikethistoprovokehimsohecankickyou

out?Khethy,hesaidthatbecausehelovesyouand

wantstoprotectyoufromtheleachesoutthere.

Khethelo:(laughing)lovesme?Thatmanloves

himselfandhispenis,hedoesn'tcareaboutmeor



anotherperson.

Thabisile:Khethelo!

Shegetsupfromthechairandgiveshermothera

tighthug.

Khethelo:Goodnightmybeautifulmother,ilove

you.Pleasedon'teverforgetthat.

Thabisile'sheartsoftenesupandshebrushes

Khethelo'shairoffherface.

Thabisile:Iloveyoutoomyangel,gorest,Mbaliwill

makeyousomeblackcoffee.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

It'sbeen4dayssinceMazwakheleftherhouseto

Nokubonga'sandshemisseshim.Thistimearound

itwasverymuchfun.Theywentoutwiththeirson

anddidlotofactivitiesasafamily.Therewereno

callsormessagesaskinghimtoshowupelse

where.



Shestandsinfrontofthemirrorandlooksather

self,shedoesn'tlikewhatshesees,herbodypicked

upsomuchweightafterthebirthofherson.The

extrapoundoffleshonherstomachandarms

makesherveryinsecureandunattractive.Eventhe

sexisnotasfireasitusedtobewhentheywere

sneakingaround.

Shewantsherbodyback,thatvavavoom,yesshe

wasneveraslimpersonbutnow,wow.Shegoogles

easyandfastwaystolooseweightandthousands

ofideaspopsup.Whichiswhichnow?Eix.Her

phonerings,itshermother.

Nonhlanhla:Salukazi?

Mamchunu:Ntombiyami,howareyoudoing?

Nonhlanhla:(sighs)Notsogoodmama,ithinkiam

depressed.

Mamchunu:Whywouldyoubedepressedlivingina

mansion,drivingthefanciestcarandafatbank



balance?

Nonhlanhla:Trustmemamaallthosethingsarenot

fillingthevoidinmyheartrightnow.

Mamchunu:talktome...

Nonhlanhla:Idon'tlikemybodymama,ifeelso

unsexy.

Mamchunu:Didwenothavethisconversation

Nonhlanhla?Rememberhowiencouragedyouto

tieyourstomachupafterbirthbutyouwere

whiningabouthowpainfulitis?Lookatme,ihave4

kidsbutyouwon'tsay!

Sheisnotlying,hermotherisaslaymagogothat

one.Thewayitissobad,peoplealwaysassume

thattheyaresistersortheotherwayaround.

Nonhlanhla:Ngiyazisolashame,andnowican't

withthisbody.IfeellikeMazwakhewillsoonget

tiredofmeandfindanotherone.

Mamchunu:Youhaveallittakestolookgood,the

moneyandtime,dustyourselfupntombo.

Nonhlanhla:Iamafraidofdoingasurgery,whatifi



becomelikeKimKandstruggletoconceiveafter?

Mamchunu:whosaidanythingaboutgoingunder

theknife?Exercisegirlexercise!Anywayicalledto

letyouknowaboutyourbrother'sceremony.

Nonhlanhla:Ohyes,I'llbethere,thanksfor

remindingmemama.

Mamchunu:Noproblem,itwouldbenicetoseeour

soninlaw.

Nonhlanhla:Iwilltellhimandifheisfree,wewill

come.

Mamchunu:Thatwouldbenice,rememberthathe

isyourhusbandtoo,yousharethesamerights.

Nonhlanhla:yebomama,iwillsendyouguyssome

moneytoaddfewthings.

Mamchunu:SiyabongaChunuelihle.

Theysaytheirgoodbyesandshelogsintoher

bankingappandsendshermothermoney

immediately.Afterthatshemakesadecisionthat

sheisgoingtotrythislemonandcoffeethingshe



seestrendingonsocialmedia.Atleastitisnot

muchofaworkandifitdoesn'twork,thenshewill

considerotheroptions,gymisthelastone.

MAZWAKHE

Hecomesfromtakingawalkaroundwherehemet

hisneighborwhoaskedhimaloanandhesaidhe

isgoingtothinkaboutit.Heknowsverywellthathe

won'tgiveittohim,hehatesthisthingofpeople

seeinghimasawalkingbank.Hismoneyisforhis

familyandtheyknowitdoesn'tcomefromthetree,

theyearnit.

Walkinginsidehishouse,heseesMbaliand

Khethelowashingwindowsandhisheartmelts.

Khetheloisalazybum,nowordsorscoldingwill

changeherandMbaliisveryhardworking.

Hecomplimentsthemforcleaningwhile



proceedinginsidehishousewherehiswife

MaZunguisfoldingtheirclothesintheirbedroom.

Herestsonthebedandwatchesherinsilence.

Theloveofhislife,theonethatstoodwithhim

againstalltheodds.

Thabisile:Whyareyoulookingatmelikethat?

Mazwakhe:Isitwrongformetoadmiremywife?

Thabisile:mhmm...

Mazwakhe:Stopwhatyouaredoingandcomehere,

there'ssomethingiwanttorunbyyou.

ThabisilesitsnexttohimandMazwakheplaceshis

handonhershoulders.

Mazwakhe:Iwasthinkingaboutdoingumemulofor

Mbali.Shereallyrespectedus,makeusproud

everydayanddoeswellatschool.

Thabisile:Thatistruebutshewantsa21stparty.

Mazwakhe:Wecandobothidon'tseeaproblem

Thabisile:ThatwillbegreatBaba,whichmonth

wereyouthinkingofdoingit?



Mazwakhe:Herbirthmonth...

Thabisile:That'slikeamonthandhalfawaybaba!

Can'twepostponetheeventtoJunemaybe?So

thatherbrothercanbehere?

Mazwakhe:(smiling)Heisgoingtobehere.

Thabisile:Whatdoyoumean?Phakamanicomes

onceayeareveryJune.

Mazwakhe:Heiscominghomesoon,forgoodthis

time.

Thabisilehalfscreamsandattackshimwithahug.

Thabisile:Youarenotmessingwithmeright?

Mazwakhe:No,ihearditfromhisbrotherNhlonipho.

Thabisile:OhmyGod,iamsohappy,mybabyis

cominghome!

Mazwakhe:A29yearoldmancalledbaby?

Thabisile:Hewillforeverbemybaby,please!

Mazwakhe:(shakinghishead)Pleasewaitfor

Nhloniphotobreakthenewstoyou.He'sgoingto

bemadatmeforblurtingitout.



Thabisile:Mylipsaresealed.

Mazwakhe:Doyouhaveanotherreasonfor

postponingtheevent?

Thabisile:No,let'sdoit!

Mazwakhe:Iwasthinkingwebuyheracarjustto

showgratitude.Kidsheragehave2ormorekids

buthersheis,stillavirginandgoingstrong.

Thabisile:Iagreebaba,shereallyearnedit.What

modeldoyouthinkweshouldgetforher?

Mazwakhe:AMercedesBenzAmgA200

Thabisile:(smiling)Itisgoingtosuither

Mazwakhe:Iwillcontactthedealershipfor

arrangements.

Thabisile:Thankyouforbeingawonderfulhusband

andfathermylove.Beforewewrapthis

conversation,iwanttoaskyoutoreconsideryour

decisionaboutKhethelolivingonherown.

Mazwakhe:There'snothingtoreconsiderhere,

akukhontombazanayakoMaziyaezoyoqasha

umuziwakuboumkhulukangaka.Thenextthing



shewillhaveamanlivingwithher,eatingher

moneybecauseherfatherisrich.Shewillonly

leavethishousewithawhitegown.

Thabisiledecidestodropit,clearlysheisnot

winninghere.

KHETHELO

TheyarealmostdonewiththewindowswhenMbali

getsdownfromthechairsheisstandingonand

runstothetoiletsbuiltoutsidethehouseand

throwsup.Khethelofrownsandfollowshertothe

bathroom,shestandsbythedoorfoldingherhands

watchingMbalicoughingherlungsout.

Khethelo:What'swrongwithyou?

Mbaligetsup,flushthetoilet,washherhandsand

rinseshermouth.



Mbali:Ithinknginenyongo.Ican'tstomach

anythinglately.

Khethelo:comehere.

Mbalitakefewstepscloser,Khetheloplacesher

handonherforehead,it'sburning.

Khethelo:Yourforeheadisburning,atthesame

timeyouarewearingajerseyinthisheat.Mbali,are

youpregnant?

Shedoesn'tanswerbutlooksdown,Khetheloclap

herhandsindisbelief.AwholeVirginMary

pregnant?Insomi!

Khethelo:Maziyawillkillyouwenaandiwon'tbe

heretowitnessit!!

Tobecontinued....

(Wearewithin )

[06/11,16:37] :Chapter1



MBALI

Khetheloislookingatherindisbeliefandwaiting

forherresponse.Whatcanshesay?It'sbeen2

monthsnowsinceshemanagedtokeepthesecret

ofherperiodsknowntoher.Obviouslysheis

scaredoftheoutcomeandoutburstfromher

parentsbutthesupportandreassurancefromher

partneriswhatmakesallofthisworthit.

Sheisprayingforstrengthtoholditdownjustthis

onceandfinishherexamssothatshecanelope

withherboyfriend.Thepregnancywillnotonlykill

herparentsbutalsothenationalityofherpartner.

Knowingherfather,hewon'taccepthim,insteadof

focusingonherhappiness,heisgoingtoridicule

himtothecore.

Hemakesherveryhappyandatpeace,sheknows

forthefactthatheisgoingtobeagreatfather.

LookingatKhethelostandinginfrontofher,she



wantstoconfesstohersisterbutsheisafraidthat

Khethelomightruntoherparentsandexposeher.

Mbaliknowsthathersistersfeelsintimidatedby

herbecausesheisthefavoritedaughteryako

Maziya,somethingshehasnocontrolover.

Khethelo:IaskedyouaquestionMbali,areyou

pregnant?

Mbali:Noiamnot.

Khethelo:Yousure?BecauseifMbaliyouareitwill

bebesttoinformmom.

Youseewhyshewon'ttellthisone?Informwho,

MaZungu?Soze!

Mbali:Likeisaid,ineedtocleansemysystemandi

willbefine.Let'stakethebucketsinsideandstart

puttingthecurtainsback.

Khethelo:Iknowthatmaybeyoufeelscaredor

pressuredbutyoudon'thavetoMbali.Youlived

yourwholelifeimpressingtheparentsandhonestly

ithinkitsnotfairbecauseyourfatherwillneverbe



satisfied.Don'tbelikeme,ifforanythingiwill

adviseyoutochooseyourselfsoearlyandbreak

freefromthesechains.

Thatisexactlywhatsheisplanningtodo,thereis

nowaysheisgoingtoallowherfatherdictateher

lifethewayhehasbeendoingtoKhetheloand

Nosipho.Sheisgoingtobehappywithorwithout

hisapproval.

Mbali:Thankyousisbutipromise,it'snothinglike

that,iamnotpregnant.

Khethelo:Ifyoudofindyourselfinsuchsituation

youwilltellmeright?

Mbali:(smiling)Ipromise.

Khethelo:Great,let'sfinishthisoff,ipromisedSane

avisit.Doyouwanttocomewithme?

Mbali:Iwillpass,ihavetostudyformyexam.Do

extendmygratitudetoherthough.

Khethelo:Iwill,althoughitwouldbenicetohave

youthere.Shereallywantstohavearelationship



withyou.

Mbali:Iknowbutiamreallyswamped,takeNosipho

withyou.

KhethelorollshereyesandMbalilaughs.Thesetwo

arealwaysoneachother'sthroats.Theyarelike

TomandJerry,everyonehaslearnednottoget

involvedintheirfights.

Mbali:(laughing)shetookyourwigagain?

Khethelo:No,I'mjustmadatherforsomethingelse.

Mbali:Youguysareweirdos.

Khethelo:Sheisaspoiltbratthatone,thedayigive

heravaramclap,Godforbid.

Mbali:Pleasetellmeintimesothaticanrecordthe

fightbetweenyouguys.

Khethelo:Youarestupid,let'sfinishthisoffbefore

myhardworkingdatabundlesdepletes.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU



Mazwakhesurprisedherwithavisitcarrying

goodies.Shedidn'texpecttoseehimherebecause

accordingtotheirweekschedule,it'sSanelisiwe's

turntobewithhim.Butsheisnotcomplaining,his

excusewasthathemissedthelittleman,hebought

himlotsoftoys-Again!

Mazwakhe:What'sinhere?

Heaskstakingasipfromthedrinkinsidehercoffee

mug.

Nonhlanhla:Pleasedon'tdrinkthat...

Shedoesn'tgettofinishherwordsbecause

Mazwakhespitsthemixtureofcoffeeandlemonon

thesinkwithafrownface.

Mazwakhe:Yinilembisongathiimbiza?(whatis

thisthingthattastesliketraditionalmedicine?)

Nonhlanhla:It'samixtureofcoffeeandlemon.

Mazwakhe:It'smyfirsttimehearingthosetwomix.

Howdoyoudrinksuchahorriblething?

Nonhlanhla:Wellit'stasteawfuliagreebutithas



goodbenefits.Iwanttoloseweight.

Mazwakhe:Why?

Nonhlanhla:Becauseidon'tfeelsexyandbeautiful

anymoreMazwakhe.Lookathowbigiam!Iam

sureyounolongerenjoyssleepingwithme.

Mazwakhepullsherclosertohimandpeckherlips,

thattouchcalmsherdownbecausetearswere

abouttofallfromherface.

Mazwakhe:Youknowiloveyouright?

Nonhlanhla:Iknowbut...

Mazwakhe:Nobuts.Iloveandappreciateyouas

youare.Iacknowledgethechangesyourbody

madebutitisbecauseofthesacrificeyoutookfor

carryingandgivingbirthtoourson.Youshould

neverfeellessorunattractivebecauseofthat.

Thismixtureisnothealthy,toomuchcaffeinealone

isdangerous,idon'twanttoimaginewhenyoudrink

itthismuch.Iamnotagainstyourwilloflosing

weightbutpleasedoitinapropermannerthan

drinkingthingsthatwillendangeryourhealth.



Sanelestillneedsyou,sodoI.Pickadoctor,gymor

personaltraineriwillhandleit.

Thisman,thenyoublameherforfallingforhim

eventhoughsheknewhewasmarriedto3wives?

Heisacharmerthisone.Shehugshimtight

sniffinginhisears.

Nonhlanhla:ThankyouMaziya,youhavenoidea

howmuchineededtohearthosewords.

Mazwakhe:(wipinghertears)Igotyou,ihavetogo

now,iwillseeyouguys.

Nonhlanhla:Beforeyouleave,there'ssomethingi

neededtorunbyyou.

Mazwakhe:Okay?

Nonhlanhla:Mybrotherishavingaceremony,it's

somethingsmallforclosefamilyandfriendsthis

comingweekend.Itwouldbenicetohaveyou

accompanymethere.

Mazwakhe:Mamchunuitisshortnotice...



Nonhlanhla:Iknow,iwasjustputtingitoutthere

incasethereisachanceforyoutocome.

Mazwakhe:Iamnotpromisinganythingbutiwill

seeificandosomething.

Nonhlanhla:Iwillappreciatethat,letmecallSanele

sothathecansaygoodbye.

KHETHELO

ShefinallymakesittoSanelisiwe'shouseandfinds

herwearingshortsandacroptop.Thisonenever

missachancetoslayandeverythingsuitsher

withouteventryingsohard.Sheistheslimmestin

thegroupofwivesbutnottooslim,wearssize34.

Khethelo:Ihopeiamnotdisturbingyou.

Shesaysgivingherthetakeawayboxsheis

carryingandsitsonthecouch.

Sanelisiwe:Ijustcamebackfromworksonah,you

arenotdisturbing.Shouldidishup?



Khethelo:Foryourselfyeah,asforme,I'mfine.Iate

beforeileftsomomsuggestedthatibringsomefor

you.

Sanelisiwe:Remindmetotextandthankher,she's

sosweet.

Khethelo:Toomuch,shesaysishouldgreet

Sanelisiwe:Ishouldmakesometimeandgosee

herbakithi.Issheokaythough?

Khethelo:She'sfine...

Sanelisiwe:Andyou?

Khethelo:Whataboutyou?

Sanelisiwe:Youlookdrained.

Khethelo:IjustwanttobelikeotherpeopleSane.

Youknowmygirlfriendyesterdaywascomplaining

aboutnotspendingenoughtimebecauseiamstill

treatedasakidathome.

Sanelisiwe:Wait,yousaid"girlfriend"?

Khethelo:YesSane,Iamgay.

Sanelisiwe:Ohw,Okay.



Khethelo:Iknowyouaredisappointed...

Sanelisiwe:Whyshouldi?There'snothing

disappointingaboutdatingthesamesex.

Khethelo:(chuckling)Tellthattomydad.Iswear

thatmanenjoysseeingmesuffer.

Sanelisiwe:That'snottrueKhethy;ithinkhecares

andoverprotectiveofyougirlsbecauseheknows

howroughtheworldistowomen.

Khethelo:Ihighlydoubtthat,yourmanhashis

favoritekidsandI'mnotoneofthem.

Sanelisiwe:Sorrybabe,haveyouthoughtof

comingoutorit'sstillnew?

Khethelo:Andhavehimdisownme?

Sanelisiwe:Hewouldn't,youarehisblood.

Khethelo:Trustmehewould.Weoncehadthis

conversationbackthenafterwatchingatv.Dadis

homophobic,hemadeastatementthatifanyofhis

children,worsehissonsweretobegay,hewould

disownthem.Hesaidsomethingaboutgoingtohis

kraaltoinformhisancestorsandcutyouoff.



Sanelisiwe:Wow,that'sheavy.

Khethelo:Ithurtssomuchthatdespiteeverything

thatihavedonetohavehimlovemeit'snotenough.

YoushouldseehowheoverhypeandpraiseMbali

overeverything,nomatterhowsmallitis.Itisthe

reasonwhyihavegottentothepointofdoingme

andlivingmylifethewayIwantto.Butthenits

hardsometimesbecauseirespectandloveshimso

muchhenceiamafraidofmovingoutofhome

withouthisblessings.Whatifhecursesmeorturn

hisbackcompletelyfromme?

Sanelisiwe:ahKhethy,don'tcrybabe.

SanelisiwehugsKhethelosotightandremainlike

thatforamoment.

Khethelo:Pleasetellmewhattodo,shouldigeta

fakeboyfriendthatwillyouposeasahusbandfor

meorwhat?

Sanelisiwe:Ithinkyouneedtostandyourtruthand



tellhimhowyoureallyfeel.Startwithyourmother.

Khethelo:(chucklessniffing)MomandDadare

inseparable,sheagreestoeverythinghesaysone

wouldthinkhebewitchedherofwhichistrongly

thinkhedid.It'snotonlymeheisunfairtobut

Phakamaniaswell.Hestillholdsagrudgethat

Phakamanichosearmyinsteadofthefamily

businessandiamhappyhedidbecausethisman

calledyourhusbandwasgoingtobethereasonmy

brotherkillshimself.

Sanelisiwe:Iamsadtoknowallofthis,wheni

joinedyouguys3yearsago,isawthisperfect

unitedlovingfamilynje.

Khethelo:perfectnjani?Hecheatedonyouwhilein

ahoneymoonphaseandnowhehasababythatis

ayearyoungerthanyouranniversary.Thatshould

tellyoualotaboutthekindofmanheis.

Sanelisiwe:Wellthatdidn'tbothermemuch

becauseiknewthatbybeingwifenumber3means

thatthereisgoingtobeanotheroneafterme.

Althoughigottoadmitthatitshockedmehow



soonthathappened.

Khethelo:Whateveryoudo,don'tfallpregnant.You

standachanceofwakingawayanytimeyouwant

tothanfeeltiedupbecauseofthekids.

Sanelisiwe:Kidsarenotplanoftheplan,imadethat

knowntoyourfatherbeforeweevenreacheda

decisionofgettingmarried.

Khethelo:I'mcurioustoknowwhatattractedyouto

mydad?Imeanyouareabombassladythatcan

haveanymanshewants.Whymydad?

Sanelisiwe:Heeechild;thisoneneedswine.I'm

comingback.

Shegoestothekitchenandcomesbackwithitand

twoglasses.

Sanelisiwe:Youseebesidesthemoneythatpeople

assumeimarriedyourfatherfor,heispassionate

andagoodlistener.Firstandforemost,heaccepted

meforwhoiam.Idon'trememberhimcomplaining

aboutmylooks,howidress,medrinkingand

smoking.Heknowsidon'tcook,cleanordomestic

butacceptedmestill.Iventedtohimaboutmy



childhoodtraumasandhowharditwasformeto

beinafullycommittedrelationshipandhetoldmei

wascapableofbeingloved.Notonlydidhetellme

that,heshowedme.Hegavemesomethingmoney

can'tbuy-belongingandfulfillment.

Khethelo:Wow,it'slikewearetalkingabouttwo

differentpeoplehere.

Sanelisiwe:ListenKhethelo,isympathizewithyou

butineedyoutobepatientabit.Yourfatherisan

oldschoolthatneedstobeeducatedaboutthe

currentaffairs.Givemetimeiwilltalktohim.

Khethelo:Forreal?

Sanelisiwe:Trustme..

Khethelo:Thankyousomuch,wellishouldleave,

I'msureheisonhiswayherenow.

NHLONIPHO

Hedecidedtosurprisehisstepmotheratworkwith

flowersandchocolates.Heknowssheisveryfond



ofthose.Walkingtoheroffice,henoticestheyoung

femaleteacher'slookingathimlikeasnack.Well

it'sunfortunateforthembecausehehashiseyes

andhearttosomeoneelseandunlikehisfather,he

hasnointentionsofdatingmorethanonewoman.

Nhlonipho:Knock-knock...

Thabisileliftsherheadupandasmilebroadensher

faceuponseeinghim.Shepushesherchairback

andstandsuptogivehimahug.

Thabisile:Whatalovelysurprise!Howareyouson?

Nhlonipho:I'mgoodMa,besidesjugglingbetween

workandvarsity,I'mdoinggood.

Thabisile:I'mgladtohearthat,wecannotwaitfor

yoursecondgraduation,awholeMDholder!

Nhlonipho:Wellidrawinspirationfromthewomen

thatraisedme.

Thabisile:True,educationisaninheritancenoone

willtakefromyou.Howisyourmomandsister?

Nhlonipho:Theyaredoingwell,whataboutmy



sisters?

Thabisile:Theyarefine,itsKhethelointendingto

givemegreyhairnje.

Nhlonipho:Whathasshedone?

Thabisile:Idon'tknowhowtoputthisbutsheis

behavinglikeateenager.Goingoutandcoming

backlateatnight.Yazithepersonwhoissupposed

tostressmethismuchisbehavingverywell.Isleep

peacefulatnightbutasforKhetheloyena,aishame.

Nhlonipho:ButKhetheloisanadultMa,idon't

understandwhydoyoufeeltheneedtocurfewher.

Thabisile:It'snotlikethatbutsheisagirlchild,

someone'sfuturewifeandeldersistertoyouguys.

Maybeyoucantalktoher...

Nhlonipho:Asyoumentioned,sheismyoldersister

andihavenodesiretellingherhowtoliveherlife.

Thabisile:IsometimeswishPhakamaniwasstill

around,hewouldknowhowtodealwithher

becauseeversinceheleft,shebecamerebellious.

Nhlonipho:speakingaboutPhakamani,ihavenews



regardinghim.

Thabisile:Whatnews?Isheokay?

Nhlonipho:RelaxMa,he'sverymuchfine.Heis

cominghome,forgoodthistimearound.

Thabisile:Youarenotmessingwithmeright?

Nhlonipho:(laughing)Iwouldn'tthinkaboutit,your

son,myelderbrotheriscominghome!

Shecovershermouthandblinkabitstoppingher

tears.

Thabisile:Finallymyanswershasbeenanswered,i

missedhimsomuch.

Nhlonipho:Weallmissedhim,ican'twaittofillhim

inaboutwhathappened.

Thabisile:Ihopehewon'tbejoiningtheSouth

Africanarmy?

Nhlonipho:Idon'tknowMa,hejustsaidheis

cominghome.Ashisbrother,ispoketomyparents

andsuggestedthatwethrowhimawelcomehome

party.MomhelpedmeintotwistingDad'shands

aboutfundingthisparty.



Thabisile:Youknowwhat,let'shavethis

conversationoverdinnersothatyoucantellmeall

aboutitinthepresenceofyoursisters.It'sbeyond

myknockofftimevelesoI'lljustcarrythesefiles

home.

Nhlonipho:Letmehelpyouwiththat.

MAZWAKHE

Hedrivesinsidehishousethatheshareswith

SanelisiweandseesKhethelodrivingout.She

lowersherwindowandtalkstohim.

Mazwakhe:AwuMaziya,uxoshwayimiyini?

Kwafikaminawahamba?(Whyareyouleavingon

mypresence,amikickingyouout?)

Khethelo:Chababaufikavelebesengilungiselela

ukuhamba(Nodad,iwasalreadyleaving)

Mazwakhe:Ohaikulungile,ushayelekahle

emgwaqeni(Ohit'sokay,drivesafeontheroad)

Khethelo:Thankyoufather,haveagreatevening.



Shehootsanddrivesoutleavinghimwalkinginside

thehouseandfindsSanelisiwethrowingthewine

bottleinthebin.

Mazwakhe:MaGumede...

Sanelisiwe:(smiling)Baba...

Mazwakhe:YouarelookingsogoodI'meven

jealousofthepeoplethatsawyouthissexy.

Sanelisiwe:Well,it'sonlyyouandyourdaughter.I

changedtotheseclothesafterwork.

Mazwakhe:That'sbetter,butiwillaskyouto

changeintosomethingdecentandcomfortable.

Sanelisiwe:Why?

Mazwakhe:Becauseyouarecomingwithmetothe

rank,ineedyoutohelpmewithcountingmoney.

Sanelisiwe:Aibo,I'mnotgoodwithtaxi

mathematicsnjemina?

Mazwakhe:It'snotthatdifficultcountingmoney,

youalwaysdonjewiththeoneigiveyou?



Sanelisiwe:Phelathatonedoesn'trequireany

change.

Hewantstolaughbuthehastomaintainastraight

face.

Mazwakhe:Youarewastingtime,andiwashoping

thatwepassbythatplaceyoulovewheretheysell

thatspicyfoodofyours.

Sanelisiwe:It'sAfricancrusinerestaurantlove.

Mazwakhe:Whateveritiscalled,I'mcravingthat

rice,whatdoyoucallit?

Sanelisiwe:Jollofrice,ipluggedyouwell!Waithere

I'mcoming.

Sherunsbacktothebedroomleavinghimshaking

hisheadsmilingalone.Thatgiveshimtimeto

attendtohismessagesandbeforeheknowsit,she

showsbacklookinglikeadoll.

Mazwakhe:MaGumede,wearenotgoingtoa

fashionshowremember?

Sanelisiwe:Iamdone,shallwego?

Mazwakhe:Wow,women.Youlookbeautiful



though.

Sanelisiwe:Thankyouboo.

Mazwakhe:Yazingimdalaforallthesepetnames

youkeepthrowingatme?

Sanelisiwe:(clearingherthroat)Wellyouarestill

verymuchyoungatheartandsomewhere.

Shesayscheckingherselfinhugewallmirror

placedinthepassage.Thewaythisdressis

showingoffhisassertsandsuitsherperfectly,he

findsithardtocontrolhismemberinsidehispants

Hestandsbehindherandlookatherfromthe

mirror,hisbodypressedagainsthers.

Sanelisiwe:Wearegoingbelate...

Shesaysnotmovinghereyes,heheavesasighand

stepsback.

Mazwakhe:Youareright.

Sanelisiwetaketwostepsfromhimbuthestops

her,pullingherbackbyherhand,shewrapherarms



aroundhimjumpingontohim.Hecarrieshertothe

couchwithhimkissingherhungrily.

Sanelisiwe:Letme,tonight.

Shesaysasheisabouttoputherdownonthe

couch....

Tobecontinued

(SponsoredbyThabisileRapita )
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Chapter2

(Notedited,pleaseexcusetheerrors)

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

It'ssuchajoytoseehowMazwakhe'sfellowtaxi

menrespectsher,shefeelslikeaQueenthatshein

theirpresenceasshewatchandlistenstothem



talkingabouttaxiroutesandall.

Mazwakhekeepsonstealingglancesather,she

knowsthatlook,itscreams"iwantyou".Their

sessionearlierendedwithonlyoneroundasthey

hadtorushouttocomehere.

Afterwhatseemslikeforever,Mazwakhe

announcesthattheycannowleaveandshe

couldn'tbemorehappier.

Sanelisiwe:Howmuchisinthere?

Sheasksashehidesthebagthathasmoneyunder

hisseatandstartsthecar.

Mazwakhe:R15kandacoupleofhundreds.

Sanelisiwe:Wow,soyourtaxismakesthatmuchper

day?

Mazwakhe:No,3ofthedrivershaven'tdelivered.

Sanelisiwe:Howmuchamigettingoutofthat?

Mazwakhe:Zero...



Sanelisiwe:Hawubaby?

Mazwakhe:Youcanblinkyoureyesallyouwantbut

youaren'tgettingany.Youknowyourmoney

comesinaformofanallowance,likeeveryother

wives.

Sanelisiwe:Yesbutitwon'thurttogetathousand

nyanafromtoday'sprofit.

Mazwakhe:No,ihaveplansforthismoney.

Sanelisiwe:Suchas?

Mazwakhe:IhadtogiveittoNhlonipho,hewantsto

throwhisbrotherawelcomehomeparty.

Sanelisiwe:OhPhakamaniiscomingback?That's

nice.

Phakamaniis...wellhot.Shedoesn'tknowhimthat

muchbecauseheisforevernotaroundbutfromthe

littlethatshepickedupfromhim,heis

quite,stubbornandlooktotallydifferentfromothers.

Mazwakheisnotdarknorlightskinnedjustcaramel

butPhakamanilookscolored.



Hishairistooblackandcurled,whenhehasacut

youwouldswearheappliedsomerelaxeronthem.

ThabisileisLightskinned,soareallherkidsbut

Phakamaniistotallydifferent.

Mazwakhe:YesheiscomingbackandfromwhatI

heard,heiscomingbackforgood.

Sanelisiwe:IamsureThabisilewillbethrilled.

Wherewillhebestayingat?

Mazwakhe:Idon'tknow,maybeheisgoingtorent

hisplaceorcontinuelivingwithus,whateverthe

caseis,I'mfinewithit.

Sanelisiwe:ButwhenKhethelospeaksabout

independenceyoudenyher,why?

Mazwakhe:Becausesheisagirland...

Sanelisiwe:I'msorrytodisturbyouwhileyouare

talkingbutthisisnotfair.Timesnowadayshave

changedbaba.Khetheloisanadult,sheneedsher

space.

Mazwakhe:Myhouseisbigenough,shecanhave

allthespaceshewants.



Sanelisiwe:Youarenothearingme,idon'twantto

tellyouhowtobeafatherbutpleasebereasonable

andfair.

Isometimesfeellikeyouareoverlyprotectiveand

unnecessaryattimes.Letyourkidslivetheirlives

withoutyoucontrollingit.

Mazwakhe:SoIamcontrolling?Isthatwhat

Khethelotoldyou?Thatiamabadfather?

Sanelisiwe:No,shedidn'tsaythatandyouknow

shewouldneversaysuchandthatisnotwhati

meanaswell.Myloveyouhavedoneyourpartasa

parentnowit'suptoherifshecontinueswithyour

teachingsornot.

Mazwakhe:Youknowifiallowthiswith

Khethelo,MbaliandNosiphowilldemanditaswell?

Sanelisiwe:Aslongastheyarebeingresponsible,i

don'tseeanythingwrong.Ihadmyindependenceat

theageof19anditurnedoutjustfine.

Mazwakhe:Isthatatruthorwhatyouwantto

believe?



Sanelisiwe:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Mazwakhe:Letusdropthisconversationbeforewe

fight.Untilyouhaveyourownchild,youwill

understandhowI'mfeeling.

Sanelisiwe:Ohwow,soinanotherwordsidon't

haveasaywhenit'scomestoyourchildren'slives

becauseidon'thaveoneyet?

Mazwakhe:Whyareyoutwistingmywords?That's

notwhatisaid!

Sanelisiwe:Yazini,takemehome...

Mazwakhe:MaGumede...

Sanelisiwe:Don'tMaGumedeme,takemehomeor

I'mgoingtorequestanUberifungafuni!

Mazwakhe:Whataboutthefood,ithoughtyouwant

sometoo?

Sanelisiwe:Notanymore...

Mazwakhe:SthandwasamiI'msorryifmywords

soundedharsh,thatwasnotmyintentionatall.

Sanelisiwe:Whenyoubroughtmetoyourfamily



yousaidI'malsotheirmotherbuttodaymyadvice

isuseless?Okay,youwillneverhearmesayathing

again.

NHLONIPHO

Thedinnerwentwell,hedoesn'trememberwhen

lastdidtheychillandlaughlikethisasafamily.He

endedupinforminghismotherandsisterthatheis

sleepingover.Eachhousehasenoughroomsfor

sleepoversforwhoeverdecidestospendanight.

Mbalicomplainedaboutbeingtiredandwenttoher

bedroomwhileMaZungugotbusywithwork.Heis

chillingwithKhethelobythepooldrinkingand

smokingweed.It'sactuallythefirsttimetheyget

thiscomfortablebecauseallalongKhethelohas

beenhidingthefactthatshesmokesweedand

Nhloniphotellshertorelax.

Nhlonipho:IwishPhakamaniwasherealready,i

can'twaittohearhisstoriesandtheAmerican

women.



Khethelo:(laughing)Iamstillsurprisedthathe

doesn'thaveawhitebabythatone.

Nhlonipho:Hedefinitelytookafterdadwhenit

comestolovingwomen.

Khethelo:Youaretheonlyonewhostoodoutand

decidedthatonewomanisenough.Ihopeyou

neverchangeorfeelpressured

Nhlonipho:Khululeka,iamtoobusytohavemore

thanonewomandemandingmyattentionsis.

Khethelo:ItrustyoutoteachouryoungerBrother

Saneletheropes.

Nhlonipho:Iwilldomybest,assoonasheis5iwill

teachhim.

Khethelo:That'sthespirit,simbonaninivele

umconjwanawakho,kadesamgcina?(whenarewe

seeingyourskinnygirlfriendagain,it'sbeenlong

sincewelastsawher?)

Nhlonipho:(laughing)Listentoyoudissingmygirl!I

loveherlikethat,sexyandportable.

Khethelo:I'mnotintobigshapesbutthatgirl



doesn'tlookhealthytome.Nhloniphoissheokay

nje?

Nhlonipho:Verymuchokaybutintomodeling,you

knowhowitworks.

Khethelo:weehsheisstarvingherselfforthebag.

Nhlonipho:Pleaseleavemygirlfriendalone,let's

talkaboutyourboyfriend.Maybehe'suglynjeand

broke.

Khethelo:(laughing)Me,abrokeuglyboyfriend?

Please!

Nhlonipho:Whatcanwesaybecauseyouare

hidinghim?Iknowyouaredatingbecauseyougo

onvacationsandtakespicturesalonethatgives

awaythefactthatyouarewithanotherperson.

Khethelo:Nhlonipho,areyoustalkingme?

Nhlonipho:NoI'mnot,comewithitsis,ipromisei

won'tjudgehim.

Khethelo:Forgetit,thenextthingyouwillbevideo

callingPhakamaniaboutit.

Nhlonipho:(laughing)Isheuglykantivele?



Khethelo:I'mgoingtopushyouinsidethiswater

andwatchyoudrown!Asazingobayoucan'teven

swimatyourbigage.

Nhlonipho:Andiamnotbotheredkanjani!

Khethelo:Youworkingtomorrow?

Nhlonipho:Daar,it'sTuesdaytodaysoobviously!

Khethelo:WellI'mworkingfromhomesoiwas

thinkingmaybewehittheclub?

Nhlonipho:OhGod,whydidiagreetosleepover

here?

Khethelo:(beamingwithjoy)Isthatayes?

Nhlonipho:Underonecondition..

Khethelo:Nameit!

Nhlonipho:Youtellmethepersonyouaredating.

Khethelo:youaresonosey,yourcarormine

DAYSLATER

MAZWAKHE

Heisajollymoodtoday,evenhischildrencanseeit.



HeishappybecauseMbali'scarhasbeenbought

alreadyandhegaveNhloniphothemoneyheasked

for.

TodayheissupposedtobewithSanelisiwe,he

camebytodropMbali'scarkeystoMaZunguand

goback.SeeingKhethelo,herememberhiswords

withSanelisiwe.Shehasn'tbeenokayafterthatand

sheisgivinghimsilenttreatment.Heboughthera

gifttoapologiesandhasthoughtitwouldbebetter

ifhespeakstoKhetheloandhearshowshefeels.

Khethelo:Iseverythingokay?

Shesayssittingoppositehimaftercallinghimto

hisofficeheshareswithMaZungu.

Mazwakhe:YeboMaziya,alliswell.Iwantustotalk

njeasabaphathibalomuzi.Howareyou?Iswork

okay?

Khethelo:Iamgoodbaba,asforwork,allisgood.

Mazwakhe:Iamgladtohearthat,asanAccountant,

youknoweverytimethismonthIneedyouto



balancdthebusinessbooksandgivemea

feedback.

Khethelo:Iwilldothatthisweekendbaba.

Mazwakhe:Thankyoumychild,besideswork,are

youokay?

Khethelo:Iamfine.

Mazwakhe:Iknowthatihardlydothisordon't

knowhowtodoitbutiwantyoutobeopentome

Khethelo.Talktomeabout,isthereanythingyou

arenothappyabout?

Khethelo:Cha,everythingisgood.

Mazwakhe:Thenwhatisitthatiamhearingabout

youinsistingthatyouwanttomoveoutlakhayaif

youeverythingisfine?

Khethelo:Baba,thatgotnothingtodowith.anyone

butformyowngood.Iwantmyownplace,privacy.

Iknowyouareworriedthatiamgoingto

misbehaveorhaveamanouttheretakeadvantage

ofmebuticanpromiseyouthatnoneofthatwill

happen.



Rememberyougroomedmetobewisebaba.Me

movingoutdoesn'tmeaniamturningmyback

againstthefamilyorhome.Iwillalwayscomeback

tovisit.Youknowihavenevergivenyouproblems

andidon'twanttodisrespectyouemziniwakhobut

sengimdalaandneedmyownspace.

Mazwakhesummarizeherspeechinhismindby

concludingthatherdaughteruyajolaandshe

doesn'twanthimtoseehershenanigans.

Mazwakhe:(sighs)Thatwillyoumakeyouhappy?

Khethelo:Somuch,toleavewithyourblessings.

Mazwakhe:Thenyouhavethem...

Khethelo:Baba,areyouserious?

Mazwakhe:underonecondition...

Khethelo:(coveringhermouthteary)Okay?

Mazwakhe:Iwillbuyyouanapartment,imeant

whatisaid,youwillstartbuyingyourhousewith

yourhusband.

Khethelo:Isn'tthatanotherwayofmonitoringmy

movesbaba?Withallduerespect,iappreciatethe



gesturebutifeellikeiwon'thaveprivacystill

becauseyouwillalwaysshowupasitwillbeyour

house.Maziya,Youhavedoneenoughformeand

I'mgrateful.Letmedothisonmyownandi

promiseifineedhelp,I'llalwaysruntoyou.

Mazwakhe:Kulungile.(It'sokay)

Khethelo:(hugginghimtight)Thankyoudad,i

promiseyouwon'tregretit.

Mazwakhe:Ihopenot.

MBALI

Sheisdolledupandreadytogo,it'sbeenanhour

shewaitedforherfathertoleaveandhefinallydid.

Sheisgoingoutonadatewithherboyfriendandis

meetingoneofhisbrotherswhorunsmultiple

shopsaroundDurban.

Ebuka:Mylove,howfarareyou?

Mbali:I'malmostdonebaby,ijustneedtostylemy

weaveandI'mgoodtogo.

Ebuka:Okay,ican'twaittoseeyouandourbaby.I

missedyouguys



Mbali:Wemissedyoutoodaddy.

Ebuka:Love,don'tyouthinkoftellingoneofyour

familymembers?

Mbali:Ifitellthemthenkissyourlifegoodbye

becausemydadwillloadizinkabi(hitmen)inhis

taxistocomebeatyoutodeath.

Ebuka:Jesus,areyouserious?

Mbali:Theproblemis,youdon'tlistentome.Mydad

isnotonetomesswith,sono,wearecontinuing

withtheplanuntilI'vedelivered.Atleasttheni

knowhewon'twantmybabytobefatherless.

Ofcourseherfatherwon'tkillhimbutsheknows

himandherbrotherswillbeathimupasifheraped

her.Sheloveshimandchosehimagainstmany.

Mbali:Baby,I'mgoingtoborrowmymom's

electroniccombI'llbeback.

Ebuka:Okaybaby.

Mbaliendsthecallandheadstohermother's

bedroomcallingforherbecausesheknowsthat

MaZungudoesn'twanttheminherbedroom,they



don'tgothereunlessshesendsthem.

Mbali:(Shouting)mama,I'mgoinginsideyourroom!

Shepushandopensthedoorheadingtothe

dressingtableandstartslookingforthecomb.

Mbali:Whereisthisgirl'scombkanti?

Shemovestoherclosetandopensit.Hereyes

spotsanicegiftbagandshecantellthatit'sfrom

herdad.Beingnoseytoseewhatherfatherbought

hermom,sheopensitcheckingifhermomisnot

coming.

Mbali:Mhmm,mymotherislovedshame,another

car?

ShesaysseeingthebrandnewkeyoftheMercedes

Benz.There'sahandwrittenletter.

Mbali:Mydadisromantic;aloveletter?

Hereyesrunsthroughitandsheseeshername.It's

actuallyaspeechhisdadisplanningtosayonher

21standmemulo.Herheartbeatsfasterasshe

readsthroughandcanfeelthetearsblindingher

vision.Shequicklyreturnseverythingasitisand



runsawaybacktoherroomhopingnoonesawher.

Shelockherbedroomdoorandsitsattheedgeof

thebedandallowstearstorolldownherface.She

alwaysknewthatsheisthefavoritedaughterbut

thewordsinthatletterpiercedherheart.Herfather

loveshersomuchandhashighhopesforher,this

willbreakhimtothecore.

HerphoneringsandshelooksatitwithEbuka's

namepoppingonscreen.Sheletitringuntillhe

hangsup.

Mbaligetsupfromthebedandstandinfrontofher

mirror,sheliftsuphert-shirt,hertummystillflat,

shetouchesitallowingtearstostreamdownher

face.

Mbali:Icanalwayshaveanotherbaby....

Tobecontinued.

(Fam,ihaveneverbeenonetoforcepeopleto

engagebutyourlevelofinteractionisdiscouraging.



Youknowilovetoreadcommentsfromyouguys.

PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHAREourinsertsfor

growth )
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CHAPTER3

KHETHELO

SheknocksatMbali'sroomforquitesometime

beforesheopensthedoor.Hereyesarered,

Khethelonoticesthatshehasbeencrying.

Khethelo:Mbali,areyoualright?

Mbali:Nobutiwillbefine.Ineedtogosomewhere.

Canyoupleaseborrowmeyourcar?

Khethelo:Icanbutiwillneedtoknowwhereare

yougoingwithit.

Mbali:Iammeetingmyfriendsforalatelunch.



Khetheloisnotconvincedbutatthesametimeshe

doesn'twanttopushit.

Khethelo:Okay,comegetthekeysfrommy

bedroom.Whattimewillyoubeback?

Mbali:Sincenowit's3,imightbebackaround5.

KhethelowalksoutwithMbalitoherbedroomand

handsherthecarkeys.Shecandriveandhasbeen

drivingforawhilenow.Mbalithanksherandwalks

outimmediately.

Thabisile:Whereisyoursistergoingto?

Khethelo:Ihavenoidea,shelookslikesheisina

hurry.

Thabisile:Mhmm,anywaynowthatsheisout,i

wanttoshowyousomethingandaskforyour

opinion.

Khethelo:Okay?

Thabisile:(takingKhethelo'shandtohermaster

bedroom)sitI'mcoming.



Thabisileheadstoherclosetandcomesbackwith

thegiftbagandshowsittoKhethelo.

Khethelo:Ithoughtyourcarwasstillnewmama?

Thabisile:(smilingsittingdown)It'snotmine,but

Mbali'sfromyourfather.

Khethelo:oh?

Thabisile:Yes,it'sa21stgiftforcarryingherself

withdignitytillthisfar.Irememberwheniinitiated

herintothereeddance,ididn'tthinkshewasgoing

tolastthislong.Weareveryproudofher.

Khethelojustnods,thiswillbeobvioustoeveryone

thatMbaliisthefavorite.KhetheloandNosiphohad

21st,gotexpensivegiftsbutnotcars.Theygotto

buythemselvescarsbecausetheyareworking,well

NosiphotookNhlonipho'sfirstcar.

Khethelo:It'sabeautifulcarmama,I'mhappyfor

her

Shereallyisbutthisispainfulasfuckthatisnota

lie.

Thabisile:Waituntilyouseeherdressiimported



fromtheUK,cost10k.Iwanthertolooklikea

princessthatsheis.

SomeonecomeandshootKhethelo!A10kdress?

Ishermotherokay?Wow!

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

SheiscuddlingwithMazwakheastodayisthat

timeofthemonthandherperiodsreallygetsheavy.

ShexpectedMazwakhetoswitchandgotoanother

wifeassoonasshementionedthattherobotisred

buthestayed,ranawarmbath,cookedforthem

andnowismassagingherback.

Sanelisiwe:I'mproudofthedecisionyouhave

takentoreleaseKhethelo.Iknowitwasn'teasybut

sheisgoingtobefine.

Mazwakhe:It'sallthankstoyouforopeningmy

eyes.IknowI'mnotperfectbutiamtrying.

Sanelisiwe:Weloveyoulikethat,theimperfectyou.

Mazwakhe:Iwon'tlieiamworriedaboutmy



daughter'ssafety.Whatifpeoplebreaksinandtry

toharmher?

Sanelisiwe:(smiling)Whowilldaretouch

Mazwakhe'schildrenmara?

Mazwakhesmilesabitandshakehishead

Mazwakhe:Noone;unlesstheyhaveadeathwish.

Sanelisiwelayherheadonhischestandhekisses

herforehead.

Sanelisiwe:Ithinkwecannowtryforababy.

Mazwakhe:Areyousure?Youknowidon'tmind

waitinguntilyouareready.

Sanelisiwe:Iamready,itgetslonelyherewhenyou

arenotaround.

Mazwakhe:Well,iguessineedtogogetmysex

boostersothaticanscoreimmediately.

Sanelisiwe:(laughing)Youarecrazy,itmaynot

happenimmediatelybecauseoftheinjectioninmy

system.

Mazwakhe:Wheneverithappensiwillbehappy



becauseihavebeenlongingforachildwithyou.

NgiyabongaMaGumede.

Sanelisiwewrapherarmsaroundhimandcloseher

eyes.ShemayhavetoldKhetheloaweekbackthat

achildisoutofthecardsbutnowshewantsone.

Somethingthatwillbelongtoheralone.

Mazwakhe'sphoneringsdisturbingthemfromtheir

moment.ShegetsaglimpseofNonhlanhla'sname

onthescreenandkeepsquite.Mazwakheignores

thecallandreturnbacktoher.

Sanelisiwe:answer,maybeit'saboutyourson.

Mazwakhe:Iwillbeback.

Hekissesherandgetsoffthebedtakinghisphone

withleavingtheirbedroom.Shecanhearhim

talkingtoherontheothersideandcloseshereyes.

Themedicationshetookforthepainsismakingher

drowsy.

MBALI



Shecamebackandignoredeveryonethatwas

tryingtomakeaconversationwithher.Nosipho

andNhloniphoarehere,maybeit'sabouttheparty

theyareplanningforPhakamani.Sheisnot

interestedorinthemoodtochillwiththemandtalk

aboutpartieswhenherheartisaching.

Shehadtomakeapainfuldecisioneverandnoone

toldherthepainwillbethisbad.Butatleastshedid

itwithalegaldoctor.Herphonevibratesandit'sa

messagefromEbuka.Shehasbeenignoringhis

callstheentiretime.

"I'moutsideyourhouse,ifyoudon'tcomeoutI'llgo

inandaskforyou.Idon'tcareifyourfathershoots

me"

Themessagereadsandshequicklyresponds

sayingsheiscoming.Ebukaiscrazy.Shechange

tohertrackpantsandwalkoutside.Thelaughter

thatiscomingfromtheloungeroomfromher

siblingsisontheroof.

Nosipho:HeySis,aren'tyoujoiningus?

Mbali:No,I'mnotfeelingtoowell.



Sheopensthedoorandstepsoutheadingtothe

gateandseesEbukastandingnexttohisbrother's

car.Hewelcomesherwithahug.

Ebuka:Youhadmeworriedwhenyoudidn'tanswer

mycalls.Whathappenedbabybecausewewere

supposedtogoout?

Mbali:Iwenttoseeadoctor.

Ebuka:Why?Iseverythingalrightwithyouandthe

baby?Whydidn'tyoutellme?

Mbali:(tryingsohardtocontrolhertears)Isawthe

lettermydadwroteformeandthegiftformy21st.

Ican'tdisappointthemlikethat.

Ebuka:Idon'tunderstandhowwhatyouaresaying

nowconnectswithyouleavingmehangingearlier.

PleasetellmeinsimpleEnglishwhatisitthatis

goingon?

Mbali:(swallowinghard)Ourbabyisgone.

Ebuka:Mbali;whatareyoutalkingabout?What

happenedtoourbaby?

Mbali:(crying)I'msorry,there'snobabyanymore.



Ebuka:whatdoyoumean?

Mbali:Iterminated...

Ebuka:Youdidwhat?Why?

Mbali:Iamsorry,ican'tdisappointmyparents.

Theyhavesomuchfaintinmeandtheyaregifting

mewithabrandnewMercedesBenzA200.

Ebuka:(blinkingbuttearsdropanyway)soallofthis

foracaricouldhavegottenforyouassoonasi

startedtowork?

Mbali:It’snotaboutthecar,butmyfamily...

Ebuka:Mbali;ithoughtyoulovedme!?

Mbali:(holdinghist-shirt)IloveyouEbuka....

Ebuka:(crying)Noyoudon't!

Mbali:Idobaby,lookatme..

Ebuka:Howcanilookatyouwhenyoukilledour

baby?

Mbali:Wecanalwayshaveanotherbabywhenthe

timeisright.Wecaneventrysoonafterthe21stis

over.



Ebuka:Areyoulisteningtoyourself?Allyoucare

aboutispresentingyourselfasthisperfectperson

toyourfamily.Youdon'tcareabouttheinnocent

soulyoumurdered?Mbaliithoughtyouwerea

goodheartedperson!

Mbali:Ebuka!

Ebuka:Youhavehurtmemorethananythingand

everyone.Iwillneverheal,forgiveormovefromthis.

Mbali:(crying)Ebuka...

Ebuka:Ihopeyouandyourfamilyhavethebestlife.

Iguessmoneytalksright?Iwasn'ttheideal

candidateforyou,why?Areyouembarrassedthati

amforeign?

Mbali:Babyit'snotthat...

Ebuka:(wipinghistears)It'sokayMbali...

Thisisamessandshedoesn'tknowhowtostop

himfromleavingandcryingassheiscryingherself.

Ebukagetsinsidethecaranddrivesoffinaspeed.

NosiphoappearsoutsidethegateandholdsMbali



asshefallonherkneesontheground.

Nosipho:Sis,whatiswrong?

MbaliholdsontoNosiphoandcriesoutsohard.

Nosipho:(brushingherback)It'sokay,whateveritis

wewillsolveit.Comeinside.

Mbali:(crying)Imessedupsomuch.

Nosipho:Wealldo,it'swhatmakesushuman

Mbali:Youdon'tunderstand,notme.

Nosipho:YesevenyouMbali,youareallowedtobe

flawedandmakemistakes.Comeinsidebeforewe

getrobbedhere.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

Shekeepsonlookingatthetimehopingthat

Mazwakhegetshereimmediately.Shefeelsguilty

forwhatshedidlyingabouthersonnotfeelingwell

soMazwakhecancomehome.Wellsheneedshim,

theitchistoomuchtowaitforherturnshame.



Sheseeslightshittingherwindowandknowsthat

heishomeandquicklyfixeshergownrevealingher

cleavage,sheiswearingnothingunderneath.

Momentslateraknockcomesthroughandshe

headstothedoortoopenforhim.Hersmilequickly

disappearswhensheseesMaGwalastandingby

thedoor.

Nonhlanhla:Nokubonga?Whatareyoudoinghere?

Nokubonga:Canyouletmein?Thankyou.Our

husbandtextedmeaskingthaticomeseeyou

becauseyouneedhelp.

Nonhlanhla:Hishelp!!

Nohedidn't!Didhejustsendhiswifeinsteadof

comingherehimself?

Nokubonga:Wellheisbusyatthemoment.

Nonhlanhla:Toobusyforhissickson?Wow!

Sheisboiling,shecan'tbelievethisman,he



promisedtoalwaysshowupforthem.Whatisthis?

Nokubonga:CanyoutakemetoSanele'sroomsoI

canseeifthemedsibroughthimcanhelporifhe

needsadoctor?

Nonhlanhlarubsherneckworriedthatshemightbe

caughtthatshelied.

Nonhlanhla:Sure,thisway...

Tobecontinued....
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NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

Canthegroundopennowandswallowherbecause

wow!HowisshegoingtofaceMaGwalaafterthis?

TheygettoSanele'sroomandswitchonthelights,



theboyissleepingpeacefullysuckingonhisthumb.

Nokubongatoucheshisforeheadtocheckthe

temperatureandlooksatNonhlanhlawithalook

fullofquestions.

Nonhlanhla:Icanexplain.

Nokubonga:Thechildlooksfinetomenje

Mamchunu?

Nonhlanhla:Canwenottalkhereincasewewake

himup?

Nokubongasighsandfollowsherbacktothe

kitchen.

Nonhlanhla:Coffeeortea?

Nokubonga:Youdon'thavewine?

Nonhlanhla:There'ssome.

Nokubonga:Bringitrather.

Nonhlanhlafetchesitwithglassesandtheyhave

theirfirstsip.Thisisactuallyawkward.Nonhlanhla

hasneversatdownwiththeseniorwivesbeforefor



achat,it'sbetterwithSanebecauseshetextsher

onWhatsApp.

Nokubonga:Look,iknowallofthisisprobablystill

newtoyouandihavebeenthereiknowit.Butno

matterhowbadyougettomissMazwakhe,don't

useyourchildasabaitbecausethatisdangerous.

Whatifwenevertakeyouseriousinfuturewhen

thechildisreallysick?

Nonhlanhla:(lookingdown)Iknowiwaswrong,i

guessiallowedtheneedtogetthebetterofmeand

icouldn'tresistit.

Nokubonga:Youshouldlearntobecauseitisgoing

togetyouintrouble.Iamprettysureyouwouldn't

likeitificalledandaskedMazwakhetocomeover

whenit'syourturntobewithhim.Yougotintothis

knowinghehad3wivesalreadysoyouneedtodeal

withitandfollowstherules.Wemaynotlikeeach

otherbutrespectisthekeyinallofthis.Respect

someone'stimeandterritory.Heisyourhusband

andmanwhenheiswithyou,onceofyour

sight,knowhe'ssomeoneelse's.



Nonhlanhla:ThankyouMaGwala,ievenfeel

ashamedofwhathappenedtoday.

Nokubonga:Don'tbeatyourselftoohardaboutit,be

thankfulI'mtheonewhoshowedupthanhim.You

needtobuyyourselfadildo.

Nonhlanhla:(laughingcoveringhermouth)Ewu

Nokxthat'sextreme,uzothininjeuMazwakhe?

Nokubonga:(shrugginghershoulders)whathe

doesn'tknowwon'tkillhimandit'sdefinitelybetter

thanthestuntyoupulled.

Nonhlanhla:Nah,idon'tknow.Itwouldfeellikeiam

cheatingonhim.

Nokubonga:Weehthenfindahobbykemfazi.This

thingofsittingathomeandwatchrealityshow

24/7ismessingupwithyouandthereasonyouwill

Mazwakhetobewithyouallthetime.Besideshim

rotatingamongstthe4ofus,hehasbusinessesto

tendto.

Nokubonga'swordsareharshbutshesilentlyadmit



toherbeingright.Notdoinganythingisreally

drivinghernuts.

Nokubonga:Ishouldtakemyleavenow.

Nonhlanhla:Okay,thankyouforcomingwhenyou

wereaskedtoandnotjudgingme.Inowknowthati

canalwaysaskforhelp.

Nokubonga:Anytime,Goodnight.

TheyshareanawkwardhugeverandNokubonga

walksoutofthedoor.

MBALI

Thepainkillersworkedlikemagic,sheisfeeling

betterbutempty,asmuchasthebabywasstilla

fetus,shemisshersomuch.Theconversationshe

usedtohavedailywithheraboutherdailylife,now

sheisleftwithanemptystomachandheavyheart.

EbukahasbeenventingonhisWhatsAppstatuses

butneverdisclosedindetailwhathappened.Heis

bluetickinghermessagesandithurtssomuch,she



doesn'twanttoleavehim,heisagoodman.

Assoonasthefestivitiesends,sheisgivingherself

andmananotherchancetoconceiveagain.She

dialshisnumberandthistimehisphoneisoff,

sighsandtypesanothermessageapologizing

beforesteppingoutofherbedroomtojointherest

ofthefamilyforbreakfast.

Mbali:Morningfamily

Thabisile:Morningbaby,didyousleepwell?You

lookdrained...

Mbali:Iwillbefinethanksmama.

Nosipho:Youwokeupintimebecausewewere

abouttoleavefortown.

Khethelo:Wealmostleftyou,soeatfastntombo.

Mbali:What'shappeningintown?

Thabisile:Weareshoppingforfewthingsforyour

brother.Youknowtomorrowistheebigday.

Nosipho:Iwantthebigballoonswritten"welcome

home"tocarryattheairport,mybad,konjewe

won'tbegoingtotheairport.



Mbali:Istheresomethingicandohereathome?I

reallydon'tfeellikegoingoutandbearoundpeople.

Khethelo:Yourmoods,yoohha.a.Ifididn'tknow

betteriwouldassumeyouarepregnant.

MbalishootsherasharplookasKhethelohitsthe

nervebuthermotherquicklyjumpsinbeforeshe

cangiveherapieceofhermind.

Thabisile:It'sokay,Mbalicanstaybackand

overseethepeoplewhowillbecominginlaterto

droptheirdecorandall.Willthatbefinesis?

Khethelo:(Clappingherhands)Wuuh

awusamncenginje!

Mbali:(clearingherthroat)That'sokaymama,I'll

alsohelpthemwithit.

Khethelo:Nosipho,let'sgo.Mamayouwillfindusin

townwhenyouaredonewithyourdaughter.

Mbalikeepsquiteandeatsslowlywatchingthem

followeachother.Hermothersmileswarmlyather

squeezingherhand.

Thabisile:Don'tmindthem,iwillalsoleavenow.



Remembertonotoverworkyourself,thosepeople

arepaidfortheirservices.

NOSIPHO

ShehasbeenobservingthereactionfromKhethelo

earlierandrealisethatthereismoretoit.Hersister

seemstobebattlingwithalotinside.

Nosipho:Areyouokay?Pleasedon'tlieandsayyes

becausethatoutburstearliersaysotherwise.

Khethelo:IamnotokayNosi,iamjustfedupwith

ourparentsandtheirfavoritism!Doyouseehow

momspeakssoftlywithMbali?Yuuhthewayshe

treatsherlikeanangel!

Nosipho:(laughing)whatdoyoumean?Sheisthe

Angeloffamily,imeansheis21andavirgin

whereaswelostourswhenwewereteens.

Khethelo:Yesbutweweredonewithhighschool

andabove18!It'snotlikewehadsexat13.

Nosipho:Whatcanwesay?Sheisthegoldenchild.



It'ssamewithNhlonipho,momcanmove

mountainsforhimandhesayswhateverhowever

butminababes,kunganyiwa.

Khethelo:Ihatethiswithallmyheart.Whycan't

theytreatusthesame?Theyneedtobetoldabout

thissomeday.

Nosipho:(chuckling)Goodluckwiththatbabes,

whenitriedtobringitupwithmymom,didshenot

guilttripmeplayingvictim?Shestartedstating

thingsshehasdoneformeandmentionedhow

ungratefuliam.

Khethelo:Bayafananjeabafazibababa!(dad's

wivesarethesame)

Nosipho:It'shistypesana;ievenfindSanelisiwe

better.Maybeit'sbecausesheisalmostourage

groupanddoesnthaveakidyet.

Khethelo:Yeahmaybebutsheisgenuinelyakind

person,youshouldgiveherachanceyouwillsee.

Nosipho:I'lltry.Let'sgoshopforourbrother.

Khethelo:(startinghercar)Theunfavouredone..



Nosipho:(puttingonherseatbelt)Yesterdaywheni

wentoutifoundtheprincesscryingintheroadon

herknees.Fromwhatitlookedlike,acarhadjust

passedby.

Khethelo:Weeh,ngekeacaleanyisweumjolophela

yena!(there'snowaysheishavingrelationship

struggles)

Nosipho:(laughing)hahaha,Mjolohasnoformula

babes,usinyisasonke.Doesn'tcarewhetheryou

areavirginornot.

Khethelo:Oho,virginfromwhere?

Nosipho:Aibosis,doyouknowsomethingidon't?

Khethelo:I'mnotsayinganythingbuttheparents

haveabigsurprisewaitingforthem.

PHAKAMANISIBEKO

Heiswheelinghisbagsoutoftheairportwhen

someonewhistlehisname.Hestopswalkingand

takeoffhissunglasses,hislipsstretchesintoabig

smilewhenheseesNhloniphowavingathim.



Hewalksuptohimfasterandtheyshareatight

brotherlyhugwhilepattingeachother'sbacks.

Nhlonipho:Damnican'tbelievethisisyouPhaks!

Welcomehomemybrother!

Phakamani:Itfeelsgoodtobeback,lookatyou,

gainingweightandshit.Whatareyoueating?

Nhlonipho:(grabbingoneofthebags)Iameating

pussy...

Phakamani:(laughing)Ohwow!Nowonderpoor

childissoskinny,youaresuckingherdry.

Nhlonipho:Uyabhedasarn,let'sgohomeandshock

everyonewithyourpresence.

TheygetinsideNhlonipho'scaranddriveshome.

TheyarechattingaboutPhakamani'stripandthe

weather.Heisdrippedinanallblackoutfit,blackis

hisfavoritecolor.Itsuitshimperfectlysinceheis

lightskinned.

Phakamani:HowisMaziyaandhiswives?Ihopehe

doesn'thavea5thwife?

Nhlonipho:(laughing)Youknowyourfather,heis



good.Wellitseemslikethelastoneisholdinghim

down.

Phakamani:Shebetterdothat.Yoohthismanwill

finishallthewomenforusmarn.

Nhlonipho:Andheseemstobemanagingallof

themwell,ihaveneverseenallofthemfighting.

Phakamani:(staringoutsidethewindow)hismuthi

isverystrong,thaticantellyou.

ThecarfinallymakesittoThabisile'shouseandthe

momenttheydrivethroughthegate,everyone

screamsandululate.Balloonseverywhereand

Phakamanican'thelpbutsmilefeeling

emotional,thereisnoplacelikehome.

Thefirstpersontorunuptohimarehissistersand

theyformagrouphug.HepicksSaneleupandchat

tohimgreetingeachofhismotherswithahug.

Mazwakheisgrinninglikeanidiotlookingathim.

Phakamani:Baba..

Mazwakhe:Maziya,welcomebackhomeson.

Theyhugandhepatshimontheshoulderbefore



releasinghim.

Thabisile:Iamsohappyyouarehome,please

comeandhaveaseat.

Phakamaniadmirethedecoraseveryonetaketheir

turnsintotalkingtohim.

Phakamani:Kiddo,yougood?

HeaskspinchingMbali'scheeksandshelaughs.

Mbali:AimarnBhuti,don'tdothatsengimdala

manje.

Phakamani:Umdalakuphi?YouareStillababyand

ihopethere'snoboyyouaremessingwithbecause

uzonya.

Mazwakhe:Tellher...

Sanelisiwe:Leavethechildaloneyouguys.And

wena,ithoughtyouwerecomingbackwithababy.

Phakamani:(laughingoutloud)Zalawenakucala!

(youshouldhaveababyfirst)

Nokubonga:IagreewithSanelisiwe,ithoughtyou

weregoingtocomebackwithawhitewife.



Phakamani:Youguysdon'thavefaithinmeshame.

I'msingleasicome.

Nonhlanhla:That'salie,youcan'tbethishotandbe

single.

Mazwakheclearhisthroatdrinkinghisjuice,

Nonhlanhlalaughsbrushinghishand.

Nonhlanhla:HehasnothingonyouBaba.

Mazwakhe:Ofcourse...

Everyonecracksupatthetable...

Tobecontinued.
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PHAKAMANI

Theglitzandglamzofhimcomingbackhasnow

sloweddownandhemustadmitthatitfeelsgreat

wakingupfromhisbedroom.Heappreciatesthe

efforteveryoneputtogetherintomakingsurethat

everythingwasasuccess.

Walkingbacktothehousefromhismorningrun,he

seeshisfatherdrinkingcoffeewhiletypingonhis

laptop.

Phakamanigrabacupfromthecupboardanddrink

someboiledwaterfromthekettle.Hedoesn'tdrink

tapwaternomatterwhat,accordingtohim

unprocessedwaterisunhealthy.

Phakamani:GoodmorningMaziya.

Mazwakhe:Morningson,didyousleepwell?

Phakamani:Isleptverygoodalthoughthebody

clockgotmeuparound4.Ihadtostayinbed

awakeforawhilebeforeIjumpedoutforarun.



Howaboutyou?

Mazwakhe:Alliswell;there'snogreaterfeeling

thanhavingyoubackhome.

Phakamanismilesacknowledginghiskindswords,

hehastobecauseMazwakheisnotanaffectionate

man.

Mazwakhe:Sinceyouareback,whatistheplan?

Phakamani:Idon'tknowwhatiwanttodoasyet.I

justneedtotakesometimeofffromworkwhile

relaxingandfindingmyself.

Mazwakhe:Incasenothingcomesup,remember

yourseatisreservedinthefamilybusiness

Phakamaninodshopingthathisfatherdropsit.

Theyhadthisconversationbeforeanditdidn'tend

well.Hedoesn'twantthemtogobackthereagain,

notwhenhejustgotback.

Phakamani:Whatareyougoingtodotoday?

Mazwakhe:I'llgoaboutmyday,attendingfew

meetingsandseeKhethelo'snewplacelateron.

Phakamani:She'sfinallymovingout?



Mazwakhe:Yes;itrusthertoberesponsible.

Phakamani:Sheisresponsible;youhavenothingto

worryabout.

Mazwakhegetsupfromhischair,foldhislaptop

andcollecthiskeys

Mazwakhe:I'llgoinformyourmotherI'mleaving.

Phakamani:Okay;haveagreatday,I'llgoshower

andseewhattohaveforbreakfastandunpackmy

bags.

EBUKA

Thebottleofwhiskeyisontheflooramongstother

beerbottles.Heisamessandthebestwayisto

remaindrunk.Hewaslookingforwardtobeafather,

readyandprepared.Hisbrotherhadpromisedto

helphimpaydamagesanddowryforMbaliinstead

ofeloping.Tony(hiselderbrother)didn'tsupport

thisrunningawaything.

Ebukafeelscoldwateralloverhisbodyandjump



fromtheleathercouchesheissleepingon.

Ebuka:Whatthehellman!

Tony:Whatdidisayaboutyousleepingonmy

couches?Andwhatisthis,youhavenowturnedmy

houseintoasomepiggyplace?

Ebuka:I'msorryiamgoingtocleanup.

Tony:Youbetterstartbycleaningupyourlife!I'm

sorryaboutwhathappenedbutit'slife.Iwarned

youaboutthatgirlandSouthAfricangirls

altogether,butiwasreallyhopingshedisappoint

andprovesmewrong.Guesswhat?She'sjustlike

allofthem!

Ebuka:Mbaliisagoodperson,shewasjust

pressuredbyherfamilymembers.

Tony:(chuckling)Goodpeopledon'tabortwithout

thefather'sconcern.Cleanthismess,meandyou

willhittheclubandI'llhookyouuptosomegirls

thatwillhelpyouforgetaboutherfast.

Ebuka:Idon'twantothergirlsTony,iwanther!

Tony:Jesus!Fine,iseeyouwantpart2oftheheart



breaktoapointwhereyouseeS.Aladiesyourun.

Goaheadandletherfinishyouoff.

Ebukaforceshimselfupandstartscollectingthe

bottles.Hisheartstillwantshersobadbutthenhis

mindisremindingherofwhatshedidandit's

achingsobadly.Isitpossiblethattheycanmove

pastthis?Howishegoingtotrustherafterthis

ordeal?Whatifshedoessomethingevenworse

thanthis?Welltheheartwantswhatitwants.He

pickhisphoneupandsendsheratextmessage

thatheisreadytotalk.

MBALI

Shehasbeenlockingherselfinsidetheroomcrying

hereyesout.Butassoonasshereceivesa

messagefromEbuka,shejumpsoffherbedwith

joyandheadstotheshowergettingreadytoleave.

Thabisile:Goingsomewhere?

Sheasksstandingbyherdoorwithherhands



foldedtoherchest.

Mbali:Yesmama,ineedtostepoutrealquickiwill

beback.

Thabisile:Beforeyoudothat,comeiwanttohavea

wordwithyou.

Mbali'sheartraces,it'snotalwaysagoodthingto

hearthosewordshey,especiallywhenyouknow

youareguiltyofsomething.Phakamaniand

Khetheloarealsopartofthismeeting,Great!

Thabisile:Pleasehaveaseat.

Shesitsnexttohermotherasthesiblingslooksat

her.

Thabisile:It'sunfortunateyourfatherisnothereas

wehadtodothiswithhimpresentbuthepermitted

metogoon.Mbaliasyouknowthatyourbirthday

iscomingwherebyyouwillbeturning21years.We

decidedtothrowyouaumemuloandthepartyin

oneday.

Mbali:Mom,areyouserious?

Thabisile:Yes,thetraditionaleventwillhappenin



themorningwhiletheglampartywillhappenlater.

Iamtellingyousothatyoucanprepareandinvite

yourfriendsespeciallytheonesyouattendedthe

reeddancewith.

Mbali:Thisisgoodnewsmama,thankyousomuch.

Phakamani:It'stheresultofcarryingyourselfwith

dignityMbali,youareindeedtheflowerofthis

familythatwearesoproudof.

Ifhisbrothercanknowwhatshedid,hewilltake

thosewordsbackbecauseshedoesn'tdeserve

them.

Thabisile:That'sallwewantedtotellyou,anything

andeverythingelsewillbediscussedwithyou

goingforward.

Mbali:(hugginghermother)Thankyoumama,

ungibongelenakubaba.

Shegetsupandannouncesthatshehastoleave.

Khethelooffersheralift.

Khethelo:Whyareyoucryingwhenyoushouldbe

overthemoon?



Mbali:Iamjustoverwhelmedwithhappinessright

now,ididn'texpectallofthis.

Khethelo:Mbali;doyouunderstandwhatisgoingto

happenthatday?Letmebreakitdownforyou.The

ritualinvolvesslaughteringacowandthe

traditionalZuludanceUkusinainvolvingaspear

andguestsgiftingyouwithmoneyandother

blessings.Thisceremonysignifiesthatsheisnow

readyformarriage,theyaregoingtocallthoseold

granniestoinspectifyouarestillavirgin,youwill

havetowearumhlwehlweanddancearoundwithit.

Ifitfallsonthegrounditwillbeasignthatyouare

notavirginandtrustmethatisveryembarrassing.

Isuggestthatyoucomeoutcleannowbeforeyou

embarassyourselfandfamilyinfrontofpeople.No

onewillcrucifyyou,somdalamanje.

Mbalisighs,thisisverytricky.Thepast4months

shestartedsleepingwithEbuka,shemissedthe

virginitytestingmakingexcuses.Shewasvery

unlucktofallpregnantonherfirstnightwithhim.

MamMasondoisclosertoher,maybeifshecan



bribeherwithsomemoneytosaysheisstilla

virginitcanwork.Eyomhlwehlweuzoyibonelai

plan,maybegetsstrongerpinstoholdit

together,shealwayssawithappening.

Confessingisthelastoptionandthingtodo.

Khethelo:Mbali;areyoulisteningwhatI'msaying?

Mbali:(clearingherthroat)yeah,ihearyou.

Khethelo:Ihopeyouaregoingtodotherightthing.

Mbalilooksoutsidethewindowprayingthatthis

carmovesfaster.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

It'sbeenabusydayforher,thesocialworker

departmentalwayhavecasestoattendto,itnever

ends.Aknockcomesbyherdoorandshesighs

bored.Shewashopingtotake5minutesbreak

withoutseeingapatient.

Nokubonga:comein!

ThedooropensandPhakamaniwalksintakingoff



hisbennieblackhat.Shesmileswarmlyathis

presence.

Nokubonga:Ohit'syouson,pleasecomeinand

haveaseat.

Phakamani:ThankyouMa,howiswork?

Nokubonga:Ithasbeenverybusy,ican'twaittogo

homeandrest.Youarealreadygoingupanddown,i

thoughtyouwillbehomeresting.

Phakamani:ActuallyMathisisnotasocialvisit.

Nokubonga:oh?

Phakamani:Ithoughtmaybesinceyouknowbest

aboutthesethingsyoucanhelpme.

Nokubonga:YiniPhakamani,kwenzenjani?(whatis

itPhakamani?)

Phakamani:IneedhelpMa,angikhoright.

Histoneandfacialexpressionchanges

immediatelyashesaysthat.Beingamother,seeing

himlikethiscutssodeep.

Nokubonga:Youknowyoucanalwaystalktome



mfanawami.

Phakamani:Ididn'tjustwakeupanddecidedto

leaveworkthatside.Mymentalstatehasn'tbeen

okay,andithasbeenlikethatforalongtime.Ihave

decidedtocomebackhomedealwiththisforonce

andforall.Iamtiredofturningablindeyeasifi

don'tseewhatishappeninganditkillsmeeveryday.

Nokubonga:Phakamani,youarescaringme.

Phakamani:(sighs)Ineedyoutohelpmeconducta

DNAbetweenmeandmyfather.Orbetteryet,help

mewiththetruth.Youworkwiththesethingsma,i

don'twanttotearthefamilyapartbutideservesto

knowthetruthandhavemymindatpeace.

Nokubonga'sintestinesturnsimmediatelyandshe

feelscoldwhileit'ssohotoutside.Ahugelumpon

herthroatblockherfromsayingaword.Toher

rescue,someonewalksinwithoutknocking.

Nokubonga:Phakamani,canwefinishthis

conversationlatermaybe?I'llcallyou.

Phakamani:Okay,I'llgoseemyyoungerbrother.



Nokubonga:Okaybaba...

PhakamanileavesandNokubongaaskstobe

excusedforafewminutesasshedialThabisile's

number.

Thabisile:Nokx?

Nokubonga:Weneedtotalk,I'mcomingtoseeyou

now.

Thabisile:I'llbewaiting...

Sheendsthecallandgrabherhandbag.

Nokubonga:Iamsorrysisihavetogo,ihave

pressingfamilyissuesineedtoattendto.Please

comebacktomorrow.

Shedoesn'twaitfortheresponsebutwalksawayto

hercarinahurry.

Tobecontinued...
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THABISILE

Shewaitsinanticipationtoknowwhatisitthat

Nokubongahasinstoreforher.Timeseemstobe

movingveryslowforher,deepdownshewishes

thatshecangotoherandhearwhatisit.

AtlonglastNokubongaarriveslookingspooked,oh

no,thisisnotagoodsign.

Thabisile:Ngiphuthume,whatisit?

Nokubonga:Yoursoncametoseeme.

Thabisile:Phakamani?

Nokubonga:(nodding)Yes,hewantsanswers.



Thabisilelooksdownfeelingherheartracingfrom

zeroto100realquick.

Nokubonga:IthinkyouandMazwakheneedtotell

himthetruthThabisilebeforehegoescrazytrying

tofugureitoutonhisown.Wedon'twanthimto

thinkotherwise,tellhimwhathappenedandi

believeheisgoingtounderstandwhyyoukeptit

fromhim.

Thabisile:Whatifhegoesaroundlookingforthat

monster?Nokubongaican'thavethatdoginmy

son'slifeafterwhatheputmethrough.Whatare

hissiblingsgoingtosay?

Nokubonga:Idon'tthinkhewillwanttodothat,he

toldmeheisnotplanningonruiningthefamilybut

toputhismindatease.Hehasnoreasontogolook

forhisfather,Mazwakheacceptedhimbeforehe

wasbornandraisedhimashisown.Thisisjusta

formalityandhisrighttoknowthetruth.

Thabisile:Idon'tknowMaGwala,thisisthelast

thingiexpected.Ialreadyhavealotgoingonwith

Mbali'sceremonypreparations.



Nokubonga:ForonceMaZunguputyoursonfirst!

HemaynotbeaSibekobuthe'syourownfleshand

bloodandhedeservestheattentionyouhavebeen

givingMbali.

IknowI'mnotperfectandihavereceivedcriticism

frommydaughterit'snotnice.Trustmeyoudon't

wantyoursontostartfeelingthatyouare

neglectinghisfeelingsbecauseheisnotour

husband'sson!

Thabisilesighs,maybethisisthereasonstayed

awayforsolong,maybesheisthereasonwhyhe

chosetoaskNokubongafortruththancomingto

herashismother.

Thabisile:Thankyoufortellingme,iwillcall

Mazwakheandinformhimaboutit.

Nokubonga:Pleasedo,I'mhereifyouneedme,all

willbefine,don'tstressyourself.

Theyshareasisterhugsilentlythinkinghardabout

thesituation.



MBALI

ShearrivesatTony'shouseandwalkaroundslowly

asifit'sthefirsttimesheishere.Ebukashowsup

lookingcleanandbuthisbodylanguagescreams

fatigueandpain.

Ebuka:Hi,thanksforcoming.

Mbali:Thankyouforinvitingmetocome.

Ebuka:Wouldyouneedanythingtodrink?

Mbali:Waterwillbefine.

Ebuka:Watercomingrightup...

Heleavesheraloneforamomentandcomesback

withjuiceandherfavoritesnack.Herheartsinksa

bit,thesewereherpregnancycravings.

Mbali:Thankyou.

Ebuka:Ihavebeenrehearsingaboutwhattosayto

youbutnowthatyouarehere,ireallydon'tknow

wheretostart.

Mbali:Iunderstandthatthisisheavytoyouandi



amsorry.It'shurtstometoo,everynightiget

remindedofmydecisionandIhatemyselfforit.

Ebuka:ThenwhydidyoudoitMbali?Everything

wascomingalrightandyouhadtoruinitbydoing

that?

Mbali:Isuccumbedtothepressureofbeingthe

goodchildofmyparents.Ireadtheletterdadwrote

formeformy21stbirthdaycelebration.Ihave

underestimatedhisloveforme,butafterthatletter,

irealizedthelengththismaniswillingtogoforme.

Ican'tthankhimwithapregnancyaftereverything

hehasdoneforme.

Ebuka:Soinotherwordsyouaretellingmethatyou

aregoingtoliveunderyourdad'sshadowyour

wholelife?Howlongareyougoingtoplaythe

perfectgirlcoverfor?

Mbali:Itissoongoingtobeoverandwecanbe

togetherfreely,gotovacationsandspents

weekendsawaytogetherasyoualwaysanticipated.

Wearegoingtodoitallwithnorestrictionsthis

timemyloveipromise.



Ebuka:Ihighlydoubtthat,Mbaliifindithardto

forgetandforgivewhatyoudid.Idon'tknowhow

wearegoingtomovefromit.

Mbali:Maybewecanarrangesomecounselingto

helpusdealwiththis.Youdon'thavetoworryabout

moneyI'llpayforit.

Ebuka:(shakinghishead)Maybethatisanother

reasonwhyyoudoasyouplease,becauseofthe

money.ImaybeastudentbutiamnotpoorMbali.

Mbali:IknowandI'msorry.Sowhat'sgoingto

happennext?

Ebuka:Ithinkweshouldcallitquits

Mbali:Ebuka,no!Pleasegiveusonelastchance.

Ebuka:I'msorryican'tdothatMbali.Ilovedyou

andwillforeverdobutthisisbiggerthantheboth

ofus.

Mbali:Wearegoingtotryforanotherbaby.Don't

leavemeEbukaplease,youaremysanctuary.

Ebuka:Iwishyouallthebestwithyourfuture

endeavors.Ihopethepartyandeventsgoeswell.



Mbali:Iwashopingthatyoucomeorbetteryetbe

myMrparty.

Ebuka:I'msorryican'twatchyoudanceandrejoice

whileiknowthatyoutookawaysomethingso

preciousfromme.

Mbali:Iunderstandyouarehurtingandiamwilling

togiveyoutimetoprocesseverythingandcalm

down.Iwillbewaitingforyouwheneveryouget

ready.IloveyouEbukaandiamsorryfor

everything.

Shegetsupandwalktothedoorleaving.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

Sheisstandingbythekitchenwindowwatching

PhakamanichasingafterSaneleandthelittleboy

hasbeengigglingnonestop.Itisevidentthatheis

havingsomuchfunwithhisbigbrotheraround.

Nonhlanhlafixesherdressandclearherthroat

goingoutside.



Nonhlanhla:Phakamani,lunchisready.

Phakamani:OhthankyouNcane.Comebigboy;lets

goeat.

PhakamanicarriesSaneleonhisshoulderswalking

insidethehouse.Shewatchesashewasheshis

handsthoroughlyandwithsomuchdetail.Heisso

hot!

Nonhlanhla:Youaresogoodwithkids,haveyou

thoughtofmakingyourownmaybe?

Phakamani:Yeah,butnotbeforeigetmarried.

Nonhlanhla:That'sagoodthing,marryfirstthen

createasoccerteam.

Phakamani:(smiling)That'stheplan,Thanksforthe

food,iwassuretired,Sanelehasenergyforday.

Nonhlanhla:Tellmeaboutit,ienjoyitsomuch

whenheissleeping.

Phakamani:Whenareyoutakinghimtocreche?

Nonhlanhla:Assoonasheturns3,itissohardtolet

go.



Phakamani:Icanimaginebuthehastogoto

preschoolsothathecanlearnlikeotherkids.

Nonhlanhla:Iknow,yourfatherhasalreadyfound

himacreche.Fromherewhereto?

Phakamani:MaybeI'llgoseeSanebeforegoing

home.Idedicatedthisdayintoseeingallmy

mothers.

Shesmiles,whyisshejealousthathe'sgoingto

seeSanelisiwe?

KHETHELO

Herfatherinsistedinhelpingheraroundwith

furnituresincesherefusedbuyinghertheplaceand

shedidn'trefuse.Nowtheyarealmostdonewith

movingthingsaroundanditislookinghomely.

Khethelo:Dad,I'llbefine!

Shesaysclingingonhisarmashelookslikeheis

abouttocry.Hehastoleaveherbehindandgoto

oneofhiswives.

Mazwakhe:Iamaphonecallawaywheneveryou



needme.

Khethelo:Iknow,thankyousomuchdad.

Mazwakhe:ThankSanelisiwewhoopenedmyeyes

aboutthis.

Sanelisiwe,yesshereallyhastothankher,buyher

somethingnicemaybe.

Khethelo:Iwilldothat,nowgobeforeNonhlanhla

throwsafitforcominghomelate.

Mazwakhe:Whyareyouchasingme?You

expectingamanalready?

Khethelo:(laughing)comeondaddy,we

overworkedourselvesineedashowerandmy

brandnewbed.

Hegivesherasuspiciouslookshakinghishead

andgrabhiskeyswalkingout.Khethelofollowshim

andtheybumpintohergirlfriendwalkingin.

Mazwakhe:Ntombi...

Mandisa:Baba...

MazwakhesaysgoodbyetoKhetheloanddrivesout.



KhetheloreturnstoherflatandfindMandisataking

outthegoodiesshebrought.

Khethelo:Finallywehaveprivacy!

Mandisa:Finally!Babe,yourdadissuchadaddy

thoughchile!Awholesnack!

Khethelo:(pullinghercloser)Notlikeyou.

Shesmashesherlipsintohers...

Tobecontinued.
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NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU



ShelooksatMazwakhewhohasfallenasleepwith

Saneleonhisarmwhilewatchingthetvandsmiles

alone.Sometimessheasksherselfhowlifewould

havebeenifMazwakhewasherhusbandalone,not

sharinghimwiththeotherwives,probablygoodbut

shegratefulforwhatshecurrentlyhave.

Sheshakeshimgentlyandheopenshiseyes.

Nonhlanhla:Ineedtotakehimtohisbed.

ShewhispersandMazwakhenodsstandingupwith

Saneleonhisarms.Hecarrieshimtohisbedroom

andcarefullytugshimin.

Mazwakhe:Let'sgotobed,iamtired.

Theyfolloweachothertotheirbedroom,Mazwakhe

striphisclothesoffandgetsundertheblankets.

Nonhlanhlaswitchesoffthelightsbeforedropping

downhergownandjoinshiminbed.

Mazwakhe:Whydidyouundressindarkness?

Nonhlanhla:Ididn'twanttodothebackandforthto

thelightswitch.

Shelies,thiscoffeeandlemonthingdoesn'twork,



insteadshefeelsasifitismakingherworse.Oris

sheimpatient?

Mazwakhe:Comecloser...

Nonhlanhladecidestousethisopportunitytobring

upasubjectthathasbeenbotheringherforawhile

now.

Nonhlanhla:Love...

Mazwakhe:Mhmm?

Nonhlanhla:Iwasthinking,sinceSanelewillbe

goingtocreche,howaboutifindsomethingtodo?

Mazwakhe:Likewhat?

Nonhlanhla:Idon'tknow,anythingthatwillkeep

mebusybecausestayingathomenotdoing

anythingisgoingtodrivemymind.

Mazwakhe:Okay;butwhatexactly?

Nonhlanhla:Maybeicanopenasalon,iknowhow

tomakepeople'shair.

Mazwakhe:Okay,youneedtodoabusinessplan

foritandthenI'llgiveyoumoneytostartitup.



Nonhlanhla:Businessplanforasalon?

Mazwakhe:YesNonhlanhlaforeverybusinessyou

needtohaveaproperplanningforit.Longand

shorttermgoalssothatyouseewherethemoney

goes.

Nonhlanhla:Yooh,thatsoundsliketoomuch

admin

Mazwakhe:Idon'tmindhelpingyoubutyouneedto

knowhowtorunabusinessonyourownwithout

myhelp.Maybeyoushoulddoashortbusiness

courseonthesidethatisgoingtoequipyouabout

alltheskillsyouwillneed.

Nonhlanhla:Iamtoooldtogobacktoschooland

study...

Mazwakhe:That'sabsurd,besidesthere'sfree

onlinecoursesthatyoucandoandgettofinishup

infewdaythengetyourcertificate.

Nonhlanhla:Serious?

Mazwakhe:Yes,I'llsendyouthelinktosignup.

Nonhlanhla:NgiyabongaMaziya...



Mazwakhe:Anythingtomakeyouhappy.Manjeithi

ngithintekancanenje..(nowletmetapalittlebit)

Hishandgoesbetweenherthighsandshewillingly

opensthemtogainhimwideraccess.

Mazwakhe:Damn,youaresowet!

Nonhlanhla:Ngicelaulifake.(Pleaseputitin)

Mazwakhegetsontopofherinstantly....

KHETHELO

Theylaynakedonherbedafterahotsteamy

showertheyjusthadwithMandisa.

Mandisa:Ithinkweneedajoint.

Khethelo:Iagree,afterthatsession,wedefinitely

needone.

Mandisa:Iamgoingtorollone.

Shegetsoffthebedandheadtoherbagtakingout

thepacketofweed.

Khethelo:Babe,soiwasthinking..

Mandisa:Yes.



Khethelo:Thatyoumoveinherewithme,imean

thisplaceisbigenoughforthebothofus.

Mandisa:Andwhatareyougoingtotellyourfamily?

Khethelo:Theywon'tsuspectanythingsinceweare

bothladies,wecanpushthefriendshipcardupuntil

iamreadytotellthemaboutmysexuality.

Mandisa:Willyouevertellthemmara?Khetheloit's

been2yearsalreadysneakingout!Ican'teven

flauntyouonsocialmediabecausewehaveto

protectcertainpeople'sfeelings.

Khethelo:Mandisa;It'sreallynotthateasyandI've

explainedthistoyou.

Mandisa:(chucklingrollingthejoint)It'sfunnyhow

youalwaystalkaboutMbalilivingafakelifeand

underherparent'sshadowbutya'llareactuallythe

same.Youaretryingsohardtohaveyourfather's

approvalthatyouarewillingtoputyourown

happinessonhold.It'shightimeyouloosethe

"abantubazothini"syndrome.Iamgettingtiredof

thissecretrelationship.Andupuntilyougrowsome

ballsandcomecleantoyourfamilyaboutus,I'm



notmovinginwithyou

Khethelokeepsquite,it'sreallyhasn'tbeenfair,

Mandisaintroducedhertoherfamilyandthey

acceptedthemwithwarmhands.

Mandisa:I'mdonerolling,areyoucoming?

Khethelo:Yeah,sure.

Shegetsoffthebedandfollowshertothebalcony

wheretheysmokeinsilence.

Khethelo:Babe...

ShedrawsclosertoherandMandisakeepsquite.

Khethelobrushesherarms

Khethelo:Iamsorrytomakeyoufeelthatyouarea

secret,youarenot.Infact,youarethebestthing

thathaseverhappenedtome.Youhelpedme

survivedepressionandsuicidalthoughtsanumber

oftimes.

Iloveyouandiamgoingtodorightbyyoui

promise.Ijustneedyoutoexercisealittlepatience

forme.Thisisastarttogreaterthingsinlife.Soon,



we'llbefine.

Mandisa:I'msorrymystatementcameoutharsh,I

don'tmeantoputyouunderpressurebutineed

somethingtoholdon.

Khethelo:Iknow,believemeido.

PHAKAMANI

Hisheadispoundingpainfully,hehasbeenhaving

thesemigranesforquiteawhilenowandthe

paracetamolsdon'tworkanymore.Hehasdecided

tostopfeedinghisbodywiththedrugsandtakethe

painasitcomes.

Heliesawakestaringattheceilinginhisbedroom

thinkingabouthislife.MaGwala'sreactiontohis

requestwasaprooftohimthatheisright.Besides

thecolorofhisskin,there'ssomanyeventsthat

nowheisthinkingaboutthemwerethesignthat

he'snotaSibeko.

HelooksathowNhloniphohasneverhadtoaskfor

anythingtwicewithoutMazwakhedoingitbutwhen

itcomestohim,heinstalledtherulethathehasto

worktwiceashardtogetwhateverheasksfor.



Aknockcomingfromhisdoordistracthimfromhis

thinking,heswayhisheadlookingatthedoorand

answerstheknock.

Phakamani:Comein.

Mazwakheslowlymakeshiswayinsideand

Phakamanicantellthathealreadyknows,hiseyes

areavoidinghim.HesitsupandlooksatMazwakhe.

Mazwakhe:Amidisturbingyou?

Phakamani:Nofather,iwasjustthinkingaboutmy

lifeandsomanythings.

Mazwakhe:Iamgoingtothefarmerwhoisgoingto

sellmethelivecowforMbali'sceremony.Doyou

wanttoaccompanyme?

Phakamani:Iwouldloveto,aslongyouarenot

goingtoaskmetogonearthatcow.

Mazwakhechucklesshakinghishead.

Mazwakhe:Cityboys,getdresseinsomething

casual,weareleavingin5minutes.

Phakamani:I'llberightbehindyou.



MazwakheexcuseshimselfoutandPhakamani

takesouthisoverallsandwearsthemontopofhis

shorts.HefindsMazwakhewhisperingwithhis

motheratthekitchenandhisguttellshimthatit's

abouthim.

Phakamani:Wecango,I'mready.

Mazwakhe:(kissingThabisile)I'llcallyoulater.

Phakamani:Ewdoyouhavetodothatinmy

presence?

Mazwakhe:Whynot?That'smywife.

Phakamani:Andmymother!

Mazwakheshakeshisheadlaughingandtheyhead

tothecar.TheyareusinghisJeeptodayandthe

driveisfilledwithsilinceforquitesometime.

Phakamaniisbroughttolifewhenthecarcomesto

ahalt,helooksaroundandseesitsanopenspace

awayfromnoiseandpeople.

Phakamani:Isthistheplacearegoingtobuythe

cowfrom?

Mazwakhe:No,wearestillfarawayfromthere,i



juststoppedsothatwecantalk.

Hestepsoutofthecaraftersayingthatand

Phakamanifollowshim,suddenlyhehasananxiety

andissonotreadyforwhateverthatisgoingto

happen.Couldhissuspicionsbecorrectorwrong?

MazwakhesitsontopofabigrockandPhakamani

sitsoppositehimfoldinghishands.

Mazwakhe:Yourmotherstoldmethatyouare

questioningyourrelation(DNA).Iknewthisdaywill

finallycome,iactuallyexpectedittocomesooner

butastimewentby,ithoughtmaybeitwouldnever

benecessaryformetodothis.Idon'tknowwhatis

goingtohappenafteryouhaveheardwhatyou

wanttoknowbutineedyoutoknowthatwhatever

decisionyouaregoingtotakeI'llrespectitevenifi

don'tagreetoitbecauseiloveyourmother.Itisthe

samelovethatmademeacceptyoubeforeyou

wereevenborn,ifellinlovewithyouandwas

happytobeafather.Everyonewasquestioningme

aboutyoubecauseyoulookedsomuchlikeyour

fatherwhenyouwereborn,yourmotherwas

diagnosedwithPNDandhadtostayawayfromyou,



usfor6monthsbecauseshecouldn'tdealwithhow

youlookedlikeyourdad.Itwashardtothebothof

us;wewerenewlywedsandnowhadtodealwith

thisstrangediseasethatmadeherunableto

connectwithyou,andmyfamilywhowasasking

questionsaboutyou.

Theywereaskingquestionsbecauseimarriedyour

motherbeforeshecouldshowthesignsof

pregnancy.

Iknowthatiamnotperfect,hadmyownshareof

flawsbutididallicouldtoraiseyoutobeabetter

manandifthere'sachancewhereyoufeellikei

wrongedyou,iapologize.Youwillforeverbemyson

andfirstbornbecauseigottolearnabout

fatherhoodthroughyouandthatisaspecialgifti

wanttotreasureforever.

Phakamaniwipesthetearsoffhisfaceandlooks

uptoMazwakhe.

Phakamani:Thankyoufortheuncomfortabletruth,i

trulyappreciateit.Ifyoudon'tmindmeasking,who

ismyfatherandwhathappenedtohim?



Mazwakhe:(sighs)Idon'tknowwhereisyourfather

orifheisstillalive.

Phakamani:Whatdoyoumean?

Mazwakhe:Thenightisawyourmother,shehad

escapedfromhimandwantedtokillherself.She

jumpedontheroadandthankGodimanagedto

stopthetaxiiwasdrivingontime.Shewasangry

whensherealizedthecardidn'thither,started

talkingabouthowshewantedtodieandall.When

shetoldmeaboutherbosswhomshewasworking

forsexuallyabusingher,igotsoangryandwent

there.Ibeathimuptoapulpandhemanagedto

fleeaftershootingmeontheleg.Hewasavery

rude;racistwhiteman.

Phakamani'slumpisonhisthroatrightnow.Sohis

fatheriswhiteandrapist?

Phakamani:Soiamaproductofrapeandpain?Is

thisthereasonwhyyouhavesomanywives?

Mazwakhe:No,beingapolygamisthasalwaysbeen

apersonalchoiceandithadnothingtodowithyour

mother.Evenbeforewegotmarried,sheknewi



wantedmorethanonewife.

Phakamaninodsunabletosayanotherword,he

doesn’tknowwhatisbetterfromknowingthetruth

orbeinginthedark.

Mazwakhe:Youareandwillalwaysbemyson.This

doesn'tchangeanything,don'tletitdestroyyou.

YouareaSibeko,bloodornot.

HeliftshiseyesupandtheymeetwithMazwakhe's

whoseeyesarered.Mazwakhepullshimintohis

shoulderandpatonhisbackbrushingit...

Mazwakhe:Iloveyouson....

Phakamanipullsbackandlooksathim,it'sthefirst

timeheishearingsuchwordsfromhiminhis29

yearsexistenceinthislife..

Tobecontinued....
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CHAPTER8

PHAKAMANI

DidtheeMazwakheSibekosaid"Iloveyou"?From

whatheconcludedon,heonlysaysthose3words

tohiswives,Nakhonanoteveryday.

Phakamani:Whatdidyoujustsay?

Mazwakhe:(smiling)Youareseriouslygoingto

makemerepeatthatvele?

Phakamani:Yessothaticanconfirmifiwasn't

dreamingaboutwhatijustheard.

Mazwakhe:Youareverydramatic.Isaidwhatisaid.

Phakamani:Pleasesayitagain,Ngiyacelababa...

Mazwakhelooksseriousathimholdinghishands.

Mazwakhe:IloveyouPhakamaniSibeko,nomatter

whathappens,neverdoubtthat.

Phakamani:Thankyouforlovingmeandmy



mothersomuch.Imaynotunderstandyourchoice

oflovingmorethanonewomanbutitrulyadmire

whatyoudidforherandijustlearnedsomething

fromyou.

Mazwakhe:Whatisitthatyoulearned?

Phakamani:Thatyoumaynotbeabadmanafterall.

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Thatdoesn'tmeaniam

goodeither.Onedayiwillleavethisworld,and

everythingwillbeonyourshoulderstodealwith,

includingyourmothersandsiblings.Sometimesi

mayappeartoughonyou,thatdoesn'tmeanIdon't

loveyouoranythinglikethat.Iampreparingforthe

tomorrowthatisunknown.

Phakamani:Idon'tlikethistalk,itsoundsasifyou

aresayinggoodbye.

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Iamnotdyingbeforeisee

yougettingmarriedandhavingyourownfamily.So

nowthatyouknowthetruth,what'sgoingto

happen?

Phakamani:Wemove.



Mazwakhe:Youarenotgoingtogoonsearchof

yourbiologicalfather?

Phakamani:No,I'mgoingtotalktomymother

aboutitandthatwillbethelasttimeibringitup.

Mazwakhe:(smiling)That'ssucharelief,iwasreally

worriedaboutthepossibilityofyoulookingforthat

man.

Phakamani:Idon'twanttoendupinprisonfor

murdersono,iwon'tlookforhim.

Mazwakhe:Let'sgogetyoursister'scow,thewayit

issoexpensive,ifearfortheguythatwillaskher

handinmarriage.

Phakamani:Aibobaba,Mbaliisstillyoungtoship

hertomarriage.Sheneedstodateandexplorelife.

Mazwakhe:Andbehurtbyherpeerswhowilldrag

andtakeherforgranted?Mydaughterisgoldand

deservestobetreatedassuch.

Phakamani:Ohoh,whydoesthisscreams

"arrangedmarriage"vibes?Pleasedonotthink

aboutit.



Mazwakhe:(startingthekey)Idon'tknowwhatare

youtalkingabout.Whenareweseeingyour

girlfriend/(s)?Nhloniphohasalreadybrought

someonehome.

Phakamani:Andwhatdoyouthinkabouther?

Mazwakhe:Ai,istillhopehefindssomeoneelse

andnotmarrythatgirl.Imagineleyantombazana

eyondileisiphithizelaemagcekeniakoMaziya

nonyoko?Weehchangeke,mysonstillneedtodo

better.

Phakamanilaughssoloud,trustMazwakhetosay

such.

Phakamani:Thenyouexpectmetobringagirl

homesothatyoucandissherlikeyoudidwith

Nhlo'sgirl?

Mazwakhe:Iamhopingthatyoudon'tdisappoint

meJesubutactuallydocorrections,showyour

brotherhowwedothingslakoMaziya.

Phakamani:Welltoansweryourquestion,ihaven't

reallymetsomeonewhomakesmyheartskipmore

thanonce.



Mazwakhe:Cometotherankanddriveoneofthe

taxisforamonth,ibetyouwillmeetyourspecial

somebody.

Phakamani:Mypotentialwifeisdefinitelynotusing

taxisandstruggleswithtaximathematics.Iamnot

tryingtobeMqheleanddefinitelynotlookingfor

Hlomu.

Mazwakhe:Youarereaching30,andyoushouldbe

havingyourownhousewithkidsrunningaround

alreadythattime.

Phakamani:AllingoodtimeBaba...

Mazwakhe:Iamhopingthatmydaughtersdonot

disappointmebybringingthugsassonsinlaw

becauseiwilldie.

Phakamanilaughs,hereallywilldieshame.

THABISILE-MAZUNGU

ShescreamsforMbali'snameexcitedlylooking

aroundthehouseforher.



Thabisile:Mbali,comeseeyourdress,ithas

arrived!

Mbalicomesoutofherbedroomwearinghertrack

suithoodiecoveringherheadlookingsour.The

momenthereyeslandonthedress,herface

brightnesupimmediately.

Mbali:Mama!?

Thabisile:(smiling)Khulumangizwe?(talk,I'm

listening)

Mbali:Thisisbeautiful,ohmyword!

Thabisile:Abeautifuldressforabeautifulprincess,

youdeserveitmysweetheartandthisisagiftfrom

metoyou,sayingthankyouformakingmeaproud

womaninthecommunity.Seeingkidspregnant

withaschooluniformpiercemyhearteveryday.

Wordscannotexpresshowproudiamofyou

Mbaliyezwe.Continueshiningyourlightnotonlyin

thisfamilybuttoothersaswell.Thisdresswas

custommadeforyou,nooneelsehasitexceptyou.

Mbali:(crying)Ihonestlydonotdeservethis...



Thabisile:(wipinghertears)Youdeserveitand

more,I'mproudofyoumyangel.

Mbali:Thankyoumama,ifeveronedayyoufind

outthatidisappointedyou,pleaseknowthatireally

triedtomakeyouguyshappy.

Thabisile:whatareyoutalkingabout?You?

Disappointment?Comeon!

Mbali:Actuallymama,there'ssomethingineedto

tellyouabout.

Thabisile:Soundsserious...

Mbali:Itis...

Thabisile'sphonevibratesfromthecoffeetableand

itsamessagefromPhakamani.

"Ijusthadalengthytalkwithmydadandhetold

methetruth.Iwantyoutoknowthatiappreciate

youandlovesyousomuchSalukazi.Thankyoufor

lovingmeeventhroughdifficulttimes.Iloveyou

evenmore"

Tearsformonhereyesandshefanherselfusing

herhandtostopthemfromfalling.



Mbali:Mom,areyouokay?

Thabisile:I'mfine,youweresaying?

Mbali:Urhm,thatcanwaitsinceyoudon'tlookokay.

Thabisile:(smiling)Iamreallyfine,it'sjusta

messagefromyourbrother.Takeyourdresswith

youandkeepitsafe.Ineedtogetstartedwith

dinnerbeforeyourfatherandbrothercomesback

home.

Mbali:Okaymama,iamgoingtofitthisonandsee

howilook.Thankyouagain.

Thabisile:Youarewelcome,pleasedofititsothat

wecanknowifitneedsanyadjustmentsorfixingto

bedoneonit.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

Sheplacesthetrayofsnacksandwineinfrontof

Nonhlanhlaandsitsonthecouchnexttoher.

Todayshewassurprisedtoreceiveacallfrom

Nonhlanhlaaskingiftheycouldmeet.



Nonhlanhla:Yourhouseisreallygorgeousmfazi,it

isoneofthebest.

Sanelisiwe:Thankstoourhusband,itismyheaven

onearth.Iamcurioustoknowwhatbroughtyou

heremfazi.

Nonhlanhla:Ineedyouradviceandhelpon

something.Youareabusinessstudieslecturer

right?

Sanelisiwe:Yesiam...

Nonhlanhla:MaGwalatoldmetodosomethingwith

myfreetimeinsteadoflazingaroundandwaiton

Mazwakhetocomehome.Soithoughtofstartinga

salonandrantheideawithMazwakhelastnight.

Hetoldmeaboutabusinessplanandsomany

thingsincludinggoals.Idon'tknowwheretobegin

withthat.

Nonhlanhla:Ohwow;Urhmiamreallyhappyyou

decidedtogothatroute.Ipromiseyouthatyou

won'tregretit.Havingyourownmoneyasawoman

isreallyexpensivehey.Sodoyouwanttoenrollfor

thecourse?



Nonhlanhla:Iwashopingthatmaybeyouhelpme

draftthebusinessplan?

Sanelisiwe:Icouldbutthere'sskillsandknowledge

youneedtoacquireinordertoknowhowto

managemoneyandthebusiness.

Nonhlanhla:Hesaidthesamething.

Sanelisiwe:He'sright,thereareshortcoursesyou

candothatcanhelpsharpenupyourbrainand

keepyouwellinformedabouttherouteyouwantto

take.

Nonhlanhla:(sighs)Maybebeingahousewifeis

notasbadasithoughtitwas,afterallMazwakheis

notcomplaining...

Sanelisiwe:Ithoughtthiswasforyourownbenefit?

Nonhlanhla:Yeahbutitsoundslikealotofadmin.I

amalsodealingwithalotalready.

Shesoundslikesheisabouttobreakdown.

Sanelisiwe:Whatisit?

Nonhlanhla:Ithinkmyhusbanddoesn'tfindme

attractiveanymore.Ifeellikehedoesitforthesake



ofdoingit,nolongeremotionalinvolvedinit.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,whatstepshaveyoutakento

bringthesparkback?

Nonhlanhla:Itriedlosingweightbutiamseriously

failing.

Sanelisiwe:Theproblemmightnotevenabout

weightbutmaybeyourperformanceinthebedroom.

Nonhlanhla:Whatdoyoumean?

Sanelisiwe:I'veoftenheardyouguyssayicontrol

Mazwakheandhonestlyidon't.

Nonhlanhla:Wellattimesitlookslikethat.

Sanelisiwe:Mycontrolmechanismismybedroom

performancehunny.Iridethatmanasifmylife

dependsonit,notonlythatbutiamsuchafreak

whenitcomestohim...

Whenlastdidyougetawax,newunderwear,

fragranceorhairstyle?

Nonhlanhla:Yoohit'sbeenawhile,especially

shaving,it'sabushdownthere.



Sanelisiwe:Ew,nomanlikesthathunny,noman!

Tellyouwhat,let'sgoshoppingtoday!Heisstill

withyouright?

Nonhlanhla:Yes,wentoutwithhissonbutcoming

backlater.

Sanelisiwe:Perfect,thatgivesusenoughtime.

Nonhlanhla:Timefor?

Sanelisiwe:Fixwhateverthatkillsthesparkinyour

bedroom,let'sgo.

EBUKA

Tonywalksonhimfittingonhis3rdnewsuitand

turningaroundinthemirrorlookinglikea

successfulforextrader.

Ebuka:Howdoilook?

Tony:Likesomeonewhoisabouttogetmarried,

whatistheoccasion?

Ebuka:Iamconfusedonwhichlooktogofor.



Pleasehelpmechoose.

Tony:Theoneyouarewearingisperfect.Areyou

notgoingtoanswerme?

Ebuka:Sorry,whatwasyourquestion?

Tony:Iaskedwhatistheoccasionforthesesuits?

Ebuka:Oh,letusjustsayihavebeeninvitedto

attenda21stbirthdaycelebration.Aftercareful

consideration,ifigureditwouldberudeformeto

declinethatinvitation.Rightbrother?

Tony:(lookingathimsuspicious)Right.Ebuka,what

areyouupto?

Ebuka:Idon'tunderstandwhatyouaretalking

about.Sincethisisawinninglook,I'llhaveitaltered

out.

Tobecontinued
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CHAPTER9

(Noteditedpleaseexcusetheerrors)

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

Shebarelyrecognizesherselfafterthemakeover

shedidwithSanelisiweearlier.Theydidalotof

shoppingherfeethurts,Sanelisiweseemedtobe

usedtothisimeanshewasevenwearinghigh

heels.

SanelisiweevenofferedtobabysitSanelesothat

theycanhaveallthetimetheyneedwithMazwakhe.

Steppingoutoftheshowerwearingatowel,she

looksatthenewlingeriedecidingonwhichoneto

wear.

Shepicksuptheblackoneandstartsapplying

makeupasSanetaughther.Thebrowsareonfleek

alreadysosheneedstodotouchuponherface

andcombtheinstalledweaveonherhead.

"Mamchunu,Sanele,I'mhome"

HeshoutsfromthelivingroomandNonhlanhla



panicksputtingawayhermakeupkitandtheother

clothessheboughtandquicklycoversherselfwith

agown.

Nonhlanhla:Ngiyeza!(I'mcoming)

Shetakesadeepbreathandwalksoutofthe

bedroombacktotheloungewhereshefinds

Mazwakhepressinghisphone.Hestopseverything

themomentshestepsinfrontofhim.

Mazwakhe:Wow,ialmostdidn'trecognizeyoufora

moment.Youarelookingsobeautysthandwasami.

Nonhlanhla:Thankyoubaba,ithoughtmaybei

shouldupgrademylooksandbesexyforyou.

ShesayssmilingseductivelyandMazwakheclears

histhroat.

Mazwakhe:Whereismyson?

Nonhlanhla:Oh,heisspendingthenightwith

Sanelisiwe,it'sjustyouandmetonight.Come,sit

downI'llbringyourfood.

Mazwakhe:Okay...

Nonhlanhlafirstlybringupabowlofwarmwater



andaclothtowashhishands.Mazwakheeyesare

stuckonherandshelovesit!Sanelisiweisreallya

star!Theystarteatingimmediatelyasshebrings

thefood.

Nonhlanhla:Sohowwasyourday?Didyouguys

managetogetthecow?

Mazwakhe:Yes,it'sfit,freshandaperfectforthe

ceremony.

Nonhlanhla:Ihavebeenmeaningtoask,whereis

thisceremonygoingtotakeplaceat?Yourhouse

withThabisileor?

Mazwakhe:No,thetraditionalpartoftheeventwe

aretakingitbackhome,myfather'shousewhere

everythingwillbedoneat.Asfortheparty,itwill

happeninadifferentlocationbookedandpickedup

byMbali'smother.

Nonhlanhla:Okaythat'sgoodbecauseiwas

wonderingwherearetheygoingtogettheriver

from.

Mazwakhe:NotheywillgobackhomeEmsinga,

Khethelo,NosiphoandMbaliwithhermaidensfora



week.

Nonhlanhla:Icannotwait,myattireissoready.

Mazwakhe:Iamfullnow,thanksforthefood.

Nonhlanhlatakestheplatesbacktothekitchenand

Mazwakhefollowsher.Hehugsherfrombehind

kissingandsuckingonherneck,hishands

touchingheralloverundoingtheropesofthegown.

Sanelisiwesaidanotherthingthatspicesthingsup

ishavingsexeverywhereinthehousenotonlyin

thebedroom.Maybetheyshouldtryithereinthe

kitchen.Sheturnsaroundandkisseshim,taking

Mazwakhebysurpriseandshesleadinghimtothe

table.

Mazwakhe:(smirking)Ilovethisfire,andthislittle

blacknumberyouarerocking,beautiful!

Nonhlanhlajustsmilesandjumpsontopofher

glasstableandtheunthinkablehappens,thetable

breaksandsendshertothefloor.

Mazwakhe:I'msorry,areyouhurt?

Sheshakesherheadnofeelingsoembarrassed



andemotional.Whatwasshedoinginthefirst

place?

Mazwakhe:It'sokayMamchunu,wecanattendto

thetablelater,let'scontinuewhatwestarted.

Nonhlanhla:Iamnolongerinthemood!

Shewalkssofasttoherbedroomandlockthedoor

standingbehinditfeelingsoembarrassedand

heartbroken.Whatakilljoy!Isshethatheavy?

PHAKAMANI

HedecidedtovisitKhetheloafterdoingamini

shoppingattown.It'sprobablyonlyhimwho

haven'tbeentohernewapartmentsinceshemoved

fromhome.

Theplaceisclean,cosyanddefinitelysuitsher,he

approvesandcongratulateheronthisnew

achievement.

Phakamani:Haveyoupackedandreadytogoto

Emsinga?

Khethelo:Ihaveandiamsonotlookingforwardto

seeingtheauntsthereandthatgrannywholikes



talkingnonstop.

Phakamani:Awcomeonsis,youjusthavetoignore

her.Oldageismessingheup.

Khethelo:Awholeweekissodamnlongbutfor

peacesake,shemustnotaskmewhenamigetting

marriedandallthatshit.Whatdidyoubuy?

Phakamani:Takealookandsee.

Khetheloopenstheshoppingbagstakingoutthe

traditionalattireheboughtandshades.Heisgoing

tolookhandsome,thatisonethingheissureof.

Khethelo:Youaregoingtolookgoodmybrotherbut

youshouldhaveabackupplanincasetheweather

changes.

Phakamani:Iamnothavinganybackupplan,this

outfitistheone,throughandthrough.

Khethelo:Whatifitgetscoldorrains?

Phakamani:Coldorrainsaretemporarybutdripis

forever.

Khethelo:(laughing)Justsayyouwanttoscore

yourselfaVirginZulumaiden.



Phakamani:Itwouldn'tbeabadthingbutnothank

you.Ihavelearnedthattheinnocentsarenotso

innocentafterall.

Khethelo:Right?I'mgladyouaresayingit

Phakamani:ExceptMbaliofcourse,shehasmade

usproudthatone.

Khethelo:Shedid,sowhat'sgoingtohappennow

thatyouarebackhome?

Phakamani:ImighttakeMaziya'sofferinthefamily

business.

Khethelo:You?Wereyounotsoadamantthatyou

don'twantanythingtodowithit?

Phakamani:Iknowbutihavechangedmymind.A

personisallowedtochangehismindonceina

while.

Khethelo:NowI'mcurious.

Phakamani:Let'sjustsay,wespokeandreachedan

amicableunderstanding.Wearegoodnow.

Khethelo:(Clappingherhands)Youclearlywon'ttell

soiwon'tpushbutcongratulationsnonetheless.



Helpmewiththebagstoyourcar.It'sbettericome

homewithyoubeforeyourmotherstartsshouting

atme

Phakamani:Sheissostressedandiunderstand,

tomorrowya'llwillbegoneforaweekandajourney

towomanhoodforMbalibegins.

Khethelo:Whenthisisover,iwanttotellyou

something.

Phakamani:Canyoutellmenow?

Khethelo:NoPhakamani,isaidafterthis.

Phakamani:Okay!

Hedoesn'tpushbuthealreadyhasanideaofwhat

coulditbe.Hepaysattentiontohissiblingsand

cansafelysaysheknowswhatisit.

MBALI

Ithasbeensaidthatshewon'tbegoinganywhere

upuntiltheyleavetoherfather'shomewherehe

growup.Sheisnotexcitedaboutthetripatallbut

hopesandpraythatitcanbedoneandoverwith.



Theanxietyofhavingtoholddownthe

shenanigansshehasbeenuptoaredepressing.

Thedresshasbeenalteredtwicebecauseofher

weightloss,butatleasthertummyisflatandher

breastsarefirmsosheisgoodtogophysically

wise.Herphonerings,it'sEbuka.Sheanswersina

hurry.

Mbali:babe...

Ebuka:Ireadyourmessage,whenareyouleaving?

Mbali:Tomorrow,areyougoingtocome?

Ebuka:Idon'tknowMbali,ihaveboughtoutfitsand

allbutthen,iamnotsureifiwanttobethere.

Mbali:Pleasecome,yourattendancewillmeansthe

worldtome.

Ebuka:Whydoyouwantmesobadlythere?

Mbali:Becauseiwanttointroduceyoutomyfamily.

Ebukaiknowimadeamistakebutiloveyouand

thisismetryingtorectifyit.

Ebuka:Idon'tknowMbali;I'llthinkaboutitandifi

decidestocome,I'llletyouknow.



Mbali:Okay,iloveyou.

Ebuka:Iloveyoutoo,youknowthat.

Shesmiles,atleasthestilllovesherandthat'sa

relief.

Ebuka:Lookmybrotherishereandwehavetogo,

we'lltalklater.

Mbali:Okaycool.

ThecallendsandMbalismiles,hopefullyEbukawill

comeandsheisgoingtodorightbyhim.Thiswill

betheonlychancetosaveherrelationshipwithhim.

TONY

Heisdressedupandreadytorocktheclub.He

knocksatEbuka'sroomandheopensthedoorstill

wearinghistrackpants.

Tony:Youarenotserious,Ebukayouarestillnot

dressedafteritoldyoulongtimeagothatwehave

somewheretobeat?

Ebuka:Whatisthisgottodowithme?Iamtired



andwantstosleep.

Tony:That'sallyoueverdo,eat,lazearound,watch

tvandsleep!NowonderMbalididwhatshedid,you

aresoweakandiamrunningoutofpatiencefor

you.IpromisedmyselfthatI'llwaituntilyoufinish

yourstudiesandidid.Nowit'stimetoworkand

contributetothemoneyyouhavebeenspending,i

won'tbabysityouforever!

Ebuka:(sighs)Giveme5minutes.

HeclosesthedoorrightathisfaceandTonysighs,

thisboybestresshim,whatkindofchildish

behavioristhisone?WhenhesendshimtoSchool,

hewantedhimtobestreetwiseandbethebrainof

hisempire.

Hecomesoutdressedinsmartcasual,Tonyisnot

pleasedaboutthelookbutit'snotbadafterall.

Theygetinsidethecaranddrivesaway.

Tony:Whenwegetthere,youwilljustobserveand

saynothingunlessyouarespokento.Doyou

understand?

Ebuka:(rollinghiseyes)Sure.



Tony:DothatagainI'mgoingtosmackyou,which

oneisthisone?Abeg,don'tmakemeangryooh!

Itdoesn'ttakelongforthemtoreachtheir

destination,thebouncersknowsTonyandthey

walkthemtotheVIPareawhereTonymakes

himselfcomfortable.

Tony:Whatareyougoingtodrink?

Ebuka:Castle...

Tony:Don'tembarassme!Youknowwhat,I'll

choosethedrinksforus.

Ebukaaskstousethebathroomandassoonashe

leaves,themenhe'smeetingarrives.Theyallshake

handsandsitsdown.

Tony:Nhlonipho,doyouhavemymoney?

Nhlonipho:Look,iwillhaveyourmoneysoon,give

meaonlythisweek.Ihadalotgoingon,backto

backceremoniesbutallwillbefine.

Tony:YoudounderstandthatafterthisweekI'll

havetosellyourfather'staxiyouusedasbaitifyou

don'tpayme?



Nhlonipho:Itwon'tgettothat,assoonaswecome

backfromEmsingaI'llhaveyourmoney.

Ebukareturnsandgreetsthegentlemen.

Tony:Guys,thisismybrotherihavealwaystold

youabout.HeisnowdonewithschoolandI'lltrain

himaboutthebusiness.Heisgoingtobemyright

handman.

Ebuka:(whispering)Canihaveawordwithyou?

TonynodsandstandupfollowingEbukatotheside.

Tony:What'sup?

Ebuka:WhatisMbali'sbrotherdoingherewithyou?

Tony:WhoisMbali'sbrother?

Ebuka:Theonewithwhiteshirt,that'sMbali'selder

brotherfromherfather'ssecondwife!

Tony:Ohreally?Ididn'tknowthat,smallworld!

Ebuka:Youdidn'tanswermyquestionTony!

Tony:Listen,thisisbusinessandyoubettershut

yourmouthaboutthatflybynightrelationshipyou

hadwiththatgirlbeforeyouruinthingsforme.Now,



actnormalandlearnhowidothings.Let'sgoback

tothetable.

Tobecontinued....

(PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE)
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CHAPTER10

NARRATED

Umemuloisatraditionalceremonythat

commemoratesthecomingofageofaZululady.It

isaverymeaningfulceremonyasitmarksthe

transitionofaZulugirlintowomanhood,signifying

thatsheisnowreadyformarriage.Itisareward

fromthegirl’sparentsfor“goodbehavior”or

remainingavirgin.TheUmemuloceremonyis

carriedoutwhenagirlhits21yearsandsignified

bydrasticchangesaspertheZulutraditionsand



culture.

UmemulomeaningUmemuloisoneofthemany

beautifulZuluwordswhoseEnglishtranslationis

“comingofage.”Whilethewordissynonymously

Zulu,theceremonyitrepresentscanbefoundin

otherculturesallovertheworldsuchasthe

HispanicQuinceaneras.Itmarksthetransitionofa

girlintowomanhoodsignifyingsheisanadultand

thereforereadyformarriage.Umemuloisnotjusta

birthdayparty;itisaprocessthatinvolvesyearsof

planningfromthemomentagirlhitspubertyat

around13or14yearsofage.

Immediatelyshestartshermenstrualcycle,the

countdowntoherUmemulobeginsandendswith

theactualceremonyoncesheturns21.

Traditionally,thegirlissupposedtoundergo

variousclasseswheresheistaughtofeverything

thatisexpectedofherandthedisappointmentsshe

mayfaceonceshecrossesintowomanhood.



Chastityishighlyvaluedatthisstagewiththe

crowningjewelbeingtheUmemuloceremonythat

issolelyforvirgins.

Inkeepingwiththisrequirement,Zulugirlsmaybe

requiredtoattendmonthlyvirginityclassesfrom

theirfirstperiodtothemomenttheyundergotheir

Umemuloceremony.Inasmuchastheseclasses

aretotestvirginity,theyarealsousedtoeducate

thegirlsonallmattersself-worth,respect,and

womanhood.Onceagirlreaches21andhaving

fulfilledherZulutraditionobligationshecannow

prepareforherUmemulo.

Theceremonyisfinallyhappeningtoday,it'sbeena

verytoughweekbuteveryoneishappythatthee

dayisfinallyhere.Khethelocannotwaittogoback

toherlifeandbewithhergirlfriend.

Thewholeweek,Mbaliwasnotallowedoutsidethe

house.Everythingsheneededwasprovidedbyher



bridesmaids(izimpelesi)forthewholeweek,and

shegotthebridetreatmentallweek.Onlynowis

sheallowedtogooutforafewminutes,covered

withablankettowelcomethecowthefamilygifts

herasapresent.

KhetheloandNosiphowatchwiththeirphones

recordingasMbaligoestothekraal.After

receivinghergifts,sheretreatstothehutonce

againamidsinging.

Thecowisverysignificant,andeachpartplaysa

significantroleintheUmemuloceremonythe

followingday.Inthemiddleofthenight,allthegirls

leavethehousecompletelynakedtogoandsleep

byariversinginganddancingallnight.Inthe

morning,theukuhlolwa(finalvirginitytest)is

carriedoutbyoldwomenandoncepositivealotof

ululationstoalertthefamilyismade.Allthegirls

batheandgetreadyintheirZulutraditionalwearto

beginthecelebration.Thefatfromthecowthatwas

slaughteredisputaroundMbali'sshouldersafter

herandherizimpelesicomefromtheriver.



Thegirlsarewearinggrass-reedbeads

embellishedskirtsandshorthaironly,while

engagedwomencovertheirbreastsandgrowtheir

hair.Marriedwomenhavetofullycoverupin

cowhideskirtandizicolo,acircularshapedcotton

andgrasshat.

Mazwakhetakesthecow’sbileandperformsa

numberofcustomswithit;thatincludesprinklingit

ontheMbali'sfingers,toesandthetopofherhead.

Thisisbelievedtoconnectthegirlwithher

ancestorsandpleadswiththemtokeephersafe

andhelpinfindingheraprospectivehusband.

ThemomentMazwakheisdonewiththat,Khethelo

helpsMbalidressesupintraditionalZuluattireand

iscoveredwithalayeroffattakenfromthecow’s

stomach.



Thewomanwhoperformedvirginitytestingonthe

girlscomesforwardandrelievesKhethelo.Mam

MasondolooksatMbaliwholookssobeautifuland

innocent.

MamMasondo:(whispering)remembertonotover

dance.Takeitslowandgobacktothehousefast.

Phakamaniwalksinsidelookingallkindsof

hotnessinhistraditionalattire.MamMasondo

stepsbackleavingthesiblingsalone.

Phakamani:Areyouready?

Mbalinods,Phakamanileadshertothegathering

andMbalistartdancingwiththeothergirls.

Mbaliblowsawhistleasawayofaskingfor

monitorycontributions.Themomentsheblowsa

whistle,theguestsinattendanceshowerherwith

money(whichisoftenputinthehatshe’swearing).

Afterthehatiscompletelycoveredwithmoney,

Mbaliisthenledbackintothehouse.



Themomentshegetstothefrontofthehomeshe

throwsthespearanditlandsinfrontofthehut,

Mazwakhejumpsupshoutingwordsofpraiseand

dancingtosymbolisehisgratitude,excitement,love

andpridebeforethewholecommunity.

Mazwakhe:(singinganddancingtotheclannames)

Maziya,

Gembe,Mkhabela,

Mcusiomhlopheizandlanezinyawo,

WenawenjikiemnyamayasoHlelo,

Wabonanganiukuthiinjikiiwelile?

Wabonangamanziukudungeka,

Wenawekunenewanginikaugaba,

Zabambilisaphulelana!

Hiswivesjoinshiminululationsanddancingwith

him.Itisevidenttoeveryguestpresencethatthis

familyissupperproudoftheirdaughtertoday.



Inthemidstofdancingandsinging,Nhloniphospot

Ebukainthecrowdwearingshadeswithhishands

tuckedinsidehispockets.

Hewalksuptohimandgrabhimbyhisarmroughly

leadinghimawayfromthecelebrationstage.

Nhlonipho:Youreallydidn'thavetofollowmeall

thewaydownhere!ItoldTonythatI'llsorthimout

assoonasigetback!

Ebuka:Eymanlook;I'mnothereforyouorthe

businessyouhavewithmybrother.

Nhlonipho:Ifhedidn'tsendyouthenwhatareyou

doinghere?

Ebuka:Iamaninvitedguest...

Nhlonipho'sheartracesabit,whoelseinhisfamily

knowsthesepeople?Ebukaisfine,stillakidbutifit

canbeouttherethatheknowsTony;alotcango

wrong,especiallyhiswork.

Nhlonipho:Whoinvitedyou?

Ebuka:(smirking)Whydon'tyouwaitandfindout?



Nhlonipho:Ebukaiswearifyoutryanythingfunny...

Ebuka:Look,awordofadviceforfree,drop

whateveritisyouaredoingwithmybrother.

Nhlonipho:It'stoolatenow,iamalreadytoodeep.

Ebuka:Whatdoyoumean?

Nhlonipho:Doyouevenknowwhatyourbrother

doesforalivingbesidestheshopsheisfronting

with?

Ebuka:Nobut...

Nhlonipho:Thenthisconversationispointless.

Hereturnsbacktotheeventandfindshisfather

singingpraisesabouthisdaughter.There'sacar

broughtinthemiddlesurroundedbylotsofother

gifts.Mazwakheisaproudmanwhotimetotime

feelstheneedtoremindpeoplethatyenaudla

kusale.(he'srich).

Nonhlanhla:(whispering)Ican'tbelievetheybought

herabrandnewcar.



Sanelisiwe:Neitherdoibutthegirldidwellsoshe

deservesitbandla.

Nonhlanhla:Eachandeverydayiquestionmyself

howrichisourhusband?

Sanelisiwe:Filthydarling.Youdidn'ttellmeabout

yourmagicnight.

Nonhlanhla:mxm;ohho,itwasamess.

ShenarratestoSanelisiwewhathappenedandshe

cracksuplaughing.

Sanelisiwe:ohmyGod!Butifitwasmeshamei

wasgoingtolaughandcontinuewithmymission.

Nonhlanhla:Mazwakhestilllaughsaboutittill

today.Anywayletusfocus,itlookslikeheisabout

togiveherthecar.

Sanelisiwe:Ifeellikeheshouldhavewaitedtogive

herlaterattheparty.

Nonhlanhla:Mostofthesepeoplewon'tbethereto

witnessthatofwhichisawholepointofhimdoubt

ithere.

Sanelisiwe:Makessense...



MazwakhehandsthecarkeystoMbalilookingall

proud.

Mazwakhe:Thisisnota21stkeythatoneyouwill

getitlaterandiwanttoinsistthatevenaftergetting

it,youwon'tdoasyoupleasebutcontinueto

behavethewayyouhavebeendoing.

Amongstallmykids,youarethefirstandonlyonei

haveboughtacarcashandbrandnew.Thisisnot

aboutfavoritismoranythinglikethat.Youare

gettingthiscarbecauseyourespectedusasyour

parents.Notevenoncedidwehearthatyouare

involvedinanyscandals,youalsoexcelledat

school.ItisforthatreasonIamproudtobeyour

fathertoday.Thesearethekeystoyourdestinythat

willmakeyourjourneyintowomanhoodaneasy

ride.HappybirthdayMaziya.

HegivesthekeystoMbaliwhoseheadwasdown

theentiretimehewasspeaking.Sheliftsherwet

facebecauseoftearsupandstaresathim.She



acceptsthekeyswithsomuchgratitudevisiblyin

hereyes

Mbaligetsupwithasongpraisingandthankingher

fatherforraisingher.Theotherladiesjoinsherina

dancesurroundingthecar,sheishappyandthe

joyfullysoundaroundisfuelingherdance.

"EIX,""Yooh","Haibo","Njani?"Escapesfrom

people'slipsthemomentthecowfat(umhlwehlwe)

dropsontheground...

(PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE)
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CHAPTER11

MBALI



Canthegroundopenandswallowherthismoment

becausehowisshegoingexplainthistoher

parents?Thepeoplegatheredheretocelebrateher?

Maybesheneedstoclimbinsideherbrandnewcar

andjustdrivesaway.

Hercorneroftheeyecatchesaglimpseofher

fatherlookinglikeheisabouttopassout;before

shecandoorsayanything,Khethelojumpsintothe

sceneandpicksupthecowfatfromtheground

dustingit.

Khethelo:Ohmybad;Icompletelyforgottoadd

morenapkinswhenhelpingyoudressupearliersis.

Itisreallymyfaultguysbeforeyouthinkotherwise

orcelebrate;ngiyanaziphelaninaniyaloya.

PeoplelaughsatthatstatementandMbalisighsin

reliefasKhethelodressherupagain;sheholdsher



handtight,tryingbyallmeanstocontrolthetears

thatwanttofallfromhereyes.

Mbali:ThankyouKhethy…

Shemeansin;thismomentrighthere;issomething

shewillforevertreasureandholdsdearlytoher

heart.

Khethelo:Igotyou;keepyourheadhighandwalk

straight.Okay?

Mbali:(nodding)okay…

Khethelo:ButafterthiswehavetotalkMbali;like

reallytalkandIexpectyoutotellmenothingbutthe

truthbecauseIcannotbackyouupifIdon’tknow

whatishappening.

Mbali:Ipromise…

Shehasnochoice;ImeanKhetheloistheonlyone

inhercorneratthismomentsoshewilltellherthe

truth;excepttheabortionpart.



Khethelostartsasongblowingthewhistleand

Mbali’sgirlsbackherupandthedancingresumes.

Mbalidancesasifguiltisnotswallowingheratthis

pointasululationshittheskyasthecelebratory

moodisbackon.

Deepdownsheknowsthatawholeinterrogationis

waitingforherandsheisnotreadyforsuchonebit.

Ebukaseemtobeentertainedasheattemptsto

danceafterpinningsomemoneyonherhat;Mbali

decidesthatsheisnotgoingtointroduceEbuka;at

leastnottoday.

EBUKA

Thetraditionalceremonyendedandthelocation

changedtowheretheyarecelebratingthe21stof

thelastdaughterofthefamilywhereMbaliwas

givenakeyandmoregiftsbyhermothersand

siblings.



Asmuchasthelanguageisbitbarrier;hecantell

thatthereissomehightensionthateruptedsince

thecowfatdroppedonthegroundandthefather

doesn’tlookpleasedatall.

Everyoneistalkinggoodaboutherandhegetsan

ideahowseriousandtraditionalthisfamilyis.As

muchasMbalibrokehisheartbytakingawaythe

mostimportantgiftever;sheisnotabadperson.

Hewalksuptoherhopingthattheygettotalk.

Mbali:Ebuka..

Ebuka:Hey;youlooksobeautiful.

Mbali:Thankyou;Imustsayyoulookgoodtoo;I

havebeenstoppingmyselffromdroolingeversince.

Ebuka:Isthatareasonthereasonwhythecowfat

droppedbecauseyouwerenotconcentrating?

MbalielbowshimandEbukalaughssteppingaway

fromherabit.

Mbali:ForamomentthereIthoughtyouweregoing



toputanailinthecoffinandembarrassmefurther.

Ebuka:WhywouldIdothat?

Mbali:Idon’tknow;maybetelleveryoneaboutwhat

Idid…

Ebuka:(holdingherhands)Mbalilook;whatyoudid

hurtmesomuchbutaftertodayIunderstandwhy

youdidit.IamsorryIwasnotsopatientanddidn’t

waitnordidmoreresearchonhowyoudothings.

Youareagoodchildwhodideverythingrightto

makeherparentsproud.Thetimingforustobe

pregnantwasoffandIwasalsoselfishforgetting

youpregnantbecauseIdidn’twanttoloseyou.

Mbali:wait;areyoutryingtotellmethatyouwanted

totrapmewithababy?

Ebuka:ThatwasveryselfishofmeandIamsorry;I

don’twantyoutoliveyourlifefeelingguiltyabout

whathappened.ThetimingwasreallyoffandI

believethatwearegoingtohavemorechildrenin

thefuture.

Mbali:Future?



Ebuka:Iwouldlikeustostartafreshthistime;

attendtherapyasyoumentionedbefore.

Mbali:Ebukaareyousure?

Ebuka:Ifyouwouldhaveandtakemeback;Iwould

lovetobeyourlifetimepartner.

Mbali:whatareyoutryingtosaytome?

Ebukareachesforhisinsidepocketsintheblazer

heiswearingandcomesbackwithaboxconsisting

ofaringinside.HetakesMbali’srightfingerand

holdsitsweatingabit;otherpeoplearetakingnote

ofwhatishappeningbutthankGodnooneis

recordingasofyet.

Ebuka:Iwouldlikeforyoutobemyhusbandand

mebeyourwife…

Mbalipressesherlipstogetherinattemptnotto

laughandEbukachucklesrubbingthesweatinhis

forehead.



Ebuka:pleasebemywifesothatIcanbeyour

husband?Lookitsokay;youdon’thavetogiveme

theanswernow.Gohomeandtakeyourtime

thinkingaboutit;youcananswermeanytimeyou

areready.Justkeepandtaketheringwithyou.

Mbalilooksathimsmiling…

Mbali:Yes…

Ebuka:Yes?

Mbali:IknowIwanttospendtherestofmylifewith

yousoyes;Iwillmarryyou!

Ebukaslidestheringonandtheyshareavery

passionatekissuntiltheyfeelsomeone’shand

separatingthemfromeachother.ItisMbali’ssister;

theforwardone.

Nosipho:Heylovebirdseasynowbeforesomeone

takesavideoofyoutoosmoochingeachother.

Whoisthishottiehere?



Sheasksreferringtohimashereyesscanhimall

overandhestartstofeelabituncomfortable.

Maybeitishiseyesandmindplayinggamewith

him;shecannotdothat.Mbaliwrapsherarms

aroundEbukalayingherheadonhisshoulder.

Mbali:Thatmysisterisyourbrotherinlaw;my

fiancée!

Nosipho:Fiancée?

Mbali:yup;heproposedandIsaidyes!Lookatmy

ring;gorgeousright?Forgivemymanners;his

nameisEbuka;babethisismysisterNosipho.

Ebuka:PleasedtomeetyouNosi…

TheyshakehandsandNosiphoholdshishandabit

longerthanexpectedandbrushesitcausingEbuka

tocoughpullingitback;shesmiles.

Nosipho:Likewise;Ihopewegettoseeyoumore

oftenandcongratulationsonyourengagement.

ShewalksawayandMbaliwrapsherarmsaround

hisneck.

Mbali:Thatwentwell.



Wentwell?Thatwasawkwardanduncomfortable

asfuck!

Ebuka:Mindifwegosomewheremoreprivatewith

fewereyes?

Mbali:Sure;goIwillfollowyou.Ineedtoinformmy

sistersandfriendssothattheycancoverformein

casetherentsormybrothersdecidetocomeback.

THABISILE

Thefatigueandstressthatcamewithplanning

Mbali’seventisslowlycoolingdownandshecan

finallyrestaseverythingwentaccordinglyasthey

planned.Thecowfatthingdoesn’tbotherherthat

muchbecauseshetrustsherdaughter.Mazwakhe

tossandturnsaroundlookingatherwithhissleepy

eyes.

Thabisile:Goodmorningbaba;didyousleepwell?

Mazwakhe:Notquite;justclosedmyeyesanditis

anextdayalready.



Thabisile:Youlookexhaustedandstressed;wecan

stayinthebedthewholeday.

Mazwakhe:Nope;IhavesomuchtodotodayandI

amlatealready.Iwantustotalkaboutyour

daughter;bothactually.

Thabisile:Okay;whataboutthem?

Mazwakhe:Doyouthinktheywereplayingus?

Thabisile:Inwhichway?

Mazwakhe:Idon’tbuywhatKhethelosaidafterthe

cowfatdroppedandIamgoingtogettothebottom

ofthis.IhaveafeelingMbaliliedtousandIfeel

sorryforherifshedid.

Hepushestheblanketsandgetoutofthebed

leavingThabisilethinkingthatsheneedstosee

MamMasondoreallyquickandgettheanswers

beforeherhusbanddoessothatshecanprotect

herdaughters.

NOSIPHO



Sheisatthekitchenlookingatthepicturesthey

tookyesterdayatboththeeventsandtheylooked

beautiful.ShefindsherselfzoomingonEbuka’s

picturesunabletogetoffthefacthowgorgeous

thismanlookslike.IfyouknowSimphiweNgema’s

babydaddyTinothenyouwillknowhowfirethis

manisandMbaligetstohavehim.

Sheunderstandswhybabygirlcouldn’tresistthe

temptationtogivehimherpreciouscakebecause

wow.

Butshefindsitunfairthatshegetstohaveallthese

goodthings;perfectlovefromparents;ahot

boyfriendandnowsheisgoingtogetmarried.

ImpelabakhapheaboMbalilamhlabeni.

Mazwaakhemakeshiswaytothekitchenand

headsstraighttothecoffeemachineandmakes

himselfacup.Nogreetingtoday?Okay!Shecame

homewithMbalilastnightasitwasher

responsibilitytoensureshewassafeafterKhethelo



disappearedwithoutinformingthem.

Nosipho:GoodmorningDad.

Mazwakhe:Morning;haveyouseenMbali?

Nosipho:Ithinksheisstillsleeping…

Mazwakhe:Whenshewakesuptellhertoseeme.

Nosipho:Iwilldothat…

Henodsandleaves;Nosiphofollowshimoutand

headstoMbali’sbedroomwheresheknocksonce

andopensthedoor.Theprincessisstillsleeping

withtheringon.Thisgirlhasadeathwishshame.

NosiphopullstheblanketsoffherandMbaligrunts

withannoyance.

Nosipho:eima’amwakeup!Yourdadwantstosee

youandheisnotinagoodmoodifyouaskme.

Mbali:EixImighthaveanideawhy.



Nosipho:Doyouthinkheisnotbuyingwhat

Khethelosaid?Andareyougoingtotellhimabout

theengagement?

Mbali:Idon’tknowNosi;Itwilldependonhismood

butwebothknowitwon’tbeeasy.Daddoesn’tlike

foreignersandnotjustanybutNigerianstobe

precisely.

Nosiphogetsanideafromthisstatement;maybe

herfather’sresentmenttowardsforeignersisgoing

tobeherladderthatshewillclimbinordertoget

closetoEbuka.

Nosipho:Ihearyouandallthebestwithyour

meetingwithhim;Iamgoingtobathseeyourmom

beforeIleave.

Mbali:Imightaswellgetupbecausehedoesn’tlike

tobekeptwaiting.Thanksforgettingmehome

safelylastnightandmayIpleaseaskthatthenews

oftheproposalremainsbetweenus?



Nosipho:(sealingherlipswithherfinger)mylips

aresealed….

MAZWAKHE

WalkinginsidehisstudyandfindingPhakamani

busywiththetaxifilecalmshismoodandbrings

thebrightsideoutofhim.Atleasttodayisnotall

thatbadafterall;heoffershiscoffeetoPhakamani

andsitsoppositehiminthetable.

Mazwakhe:IsthiswhatIthinkitis?

Phakamani:(smiling)whichis?

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Comeon;youknowwhatI

amtalkingabout;youtakingtheropesandleading

thebusiness?

Phakamani:Dadyouneedtorelax;Iwasjust

readingthroughandcheckinghowisitgoing.

Mazwakhe:And;anythinginteresting?

Phakamani:Abitandtherearesomepartsthatare



notmakingsenseorshouldIsayconfusing.

Mazwakhe:whichpartsarethose?

Phakamaniputsthecoffeemugasideandshows

himthemathandwritinghehasbeendoing.

Phakamani:Intotallyaccordingtothemathswe

have11taxisbuthere;weonlyhave10.

Mazwakhe:Idon’tunderstand.

Phakamani:Onetaxiismissing.

Mazwakhe:Buthowbecausenodriverreporteda

missingorstolentaxitome?

Phakamani:thetaxiisoperatingbutitspapers

aren’therebaba.

Mazwakhe:Howisthatpossible?

Phakamani:exactlywhatIhavebeentryingtofind

outthiswhile.Whohasaccesstoyourbooks?

Mazwakhe:Khethelosinceshebalancesthemfor



us.

Phakamani:Pleasecheckwithherifshedidn’t

misplaceanyofthedocuments.

Mazwakhe:IwillbutKhethelohasalwaysbeen

carefulandnevermadesuchamistake.

Phakamani:(shrugginghisshoulders)justtobe

sure.

Mazwakheexhalessharplythinkingaboutthis

dilemmaandhopesthatindeedKhethelomisplaced

thosedocumentsbecausetheotherpossibilityis

somethinghedoesn’twanttothinkof.

Mazwakhe:(gettingoffhischair)Letmecallher…

Tobecontinued...
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CHAPTER12

KHETHELO

Mandisashakesherupwitharingingphoneonher

hand.Shegruntspullingtheblanketoverherhead

thatispoundinglikecrazy.

Khethelo:Whoeveriscallingcanwaitineedtorest

yooh!

Mandisa:Wellmaybeit'sanemergencybecause

shewouldn'tstopcalling.

Khethelosighsdefeatedandtakethephonefrom

Mandisa.It'sMbalicalling.

Khethelo:Mbalimntanamamamaracouldn'tyou

callat12?



Mbali:Iamsorrytowakeyouupsis,iwasalso

awokenupbyNosiphowhotoldmethatdadwants

toseeme.Iamsonervous,whatshouldidoorsay

whenhecallsme?

Khethelo:Eix,justgothereandhearwhathesays

Mbali,I'msurewhateveritis,itwon'tbethathectic.

Dadlovesyou.

Mbali:Iknowthatbutthistimeireallymessedup

mntase,whatifhedisownmeorevenworse,take

thecarback?

Khethelo:Andhowwillheexplainyounotdriving

theMercedesBenztopeople?Youknowyourdad

suffersfromabantubazothonisyndromesohe

won'ttakethatcarbackipromiseyou.

Mbali:(sighs)Iamsoscaredsisyooh.There's

anotherthing.

Khethelo:Youarepregnant?

Mbali:(coughing)No!!Myboyfriendproposedlast



night.

Khethelo:OhwowMbalzcongratulations!Whenare

youcomingoversowecanchat?

Mbali:Afterthemeetingwithyourdad.

Khethelo:Okayallthebestandifhepushesforthe

truthpleaseconfess.

Mbali:Alrightsis,I'llupdateyoulater.

Khethelo:Sendmepicturesofthatring

Mbali:Comingrightup!

Thecallendsandshesmilesalone.

Mandisa:Younolongerlookmadforbeingawoken

up.

Khethelo:Welliamjusthappyattheprogressmy

sisterandiaremaking.Ifeellikewearestartinga

newpageandwecanbeclose.



Mandisa:(smiling)Iknowhowimportantthathas

beenforyou,soI'mhappyforyoubabe.

Khethelo:She'scomingoverlater,stayandI'll

introduceyoutoherasmygirlfriend.

Mandisa:You'resure?

Khethelo:Positive,iamdoingthisandsoon,I'llalso

Comeouttomyfamily.

Mandisa:Thankyoubabe,thismeansalottome.

Khethelo:Iloveyou..

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Shewatchesattentivelyatherdaughterwhoisbusy

withherphonelookingallworkedupabout

something.

Nokubonga:Whatisit?

Nosipho:Iamtryingtolooksomeoneupbuthis



profileislocked.

Nokubonga:Itgivesmestalkervibes..

Nosipho:NoMait'snothinglikethat.Ma?

Nokubonga:Yesbaby?

Nosipho:Doyouthinkthere'ssomethingwrongwith

me?

Nokubonga:No,whywouldyouthinkthat?

Nosipho:BecausemomI'm24withameaningless

life.Noboyfriend,babyorsomethingtangibleto

pointat.Ifeellikeiamdancingaroundthesame

circlewhilemypeersareprogressing.

Nokubonga:That'snottruemybaby,youarestill

young.Youcangobacktoschoolandormingle.

Nosipho:Youknowmeandschoolarenotfriends,i

havethisdegreebecauseihadtopleaseyour

husbandotherthanthatibelonginthecityas

someone'swife.



Nokubonga:(Clappinghands)Ihopewhatyouare

sayingisjustajokebecauseyoucandomoreand

betterthanbeingaman'smaid.Ifyoudon'tknow

whatiamtalkingabout;takealookatyourfather's

4thwife.Sheisforevercomplainingabout

everything.

Nosipho:(sippingonherjuice)Welliwon'tbelike

herphelaminabutwillhavemyownman.

RightthenNhloniphowalksinwithabloodiedshirt

andtheyallstandupfrightenedbuthelooksfine

andnothurt.

Nhlonipho:Pleaserelaxguys,that'snotmyblood

andnoiwon'tsaymorethanwhatialreadysaid.I

amfine.

NokubongaandNosipholooksateachother



shockedatwhatthefuckjusthappened?Nosipho

shakesherheadandgetsupwalkingaway.

MAZWAKHE

HeisdrivingtoKhethelo'shousehopingthatheis

goingtogetanansweraroundthemysteryof

missingpapersforhistaxi.

Hisalarmringsremindinghimoftheappointment

hehaswithSanelisiwe.Hepromisedtofetchher

niecewhoisvisitingfromJoburgtogetherwith

Sanelisiwe.

Hetriestocallherbutsheisnotpickingup.The

lastoptionhehasistoaskPhakamanitogoonhis

behalfandgetthegirlfromtheairportandtakeher

toSane'shouse.Heisgoingtoseethemlateras

tonightheisspendingthenightthere.

Phakamanirespondsafterreceivingthepicturesof



thegirlandsayshe'sgoingtogothereandfetch

her.Oneproblemsolved.

HearrivesandwalkuptoKhethelo'sflatnumber

afterparkinghiscar.Thisplaceisreallycleanand

safe,atleastit'sstillis.Heknocksatthedoorand

Khetheloopensuplookingshockedtoseehim.

Khethelo:Baba...

Mazwakhe:Maziya,ukahle?(Yougood?)

Heasksproceedinginsideandseesthegirlhesaw

theotherdaywatchingTVonthecouch.Shesits

properlywhensheseeshim.Theyexchange

greetings

Khethelo:Ididn'texpecttoseeyou.

Mazwakhe:Whowereyouexpectingtosee?

Khethelo:Mbali,shesaidshewascoming.

Mazwakhe:OhMbaliisalsocominghere?



Khethelo:Yes..

Mazwakhe:That'sevenperfect,callandtellherto

comenow.Andyoumydear,pleaseexcuseus

becauseweareabouttohaveafamilymeeting.

Mandisadoesn'twaittobetoldtwicebutdisappear

tothebedroomandcomesbackwithherbag.She

bidsgoodbyeandleaves.Khethelodoesn'tlook

pleased.

Khethelo:Wouldyoulikeanythingtodrinkoreat?

Mazwakhe:Cha,pleasehaveaseatiwanttotalkto

you.

KhethelolowersthevolumeoftheTVandsits

waitingtohearwhathehastosay.

Mazwakhe:Phakamanihasbeengoingthroughthe

booksandpapersofonetaxiaremissing.Doyou



haveanideaaboutthat?

Khethelo:Missingkanjanibaba?(Missinghow?)

Mazwakhe:Asintheyarenotwiththeother

documentsofthetaxis.

Khethelo:That'sstrangeandicanconfirmthat

whateveritis,iknownothingaboutit.

Mazwakhe:Iknowyouwouldn'tbeinvolvedin

anythingdodgy,iwasjustaskingincaseyou

misplacedthemafterworking.Don'tworryiwill

startaninvestigationandfindoutwhatis

happening.

Khethelo:Pleasedobecausethisisseriousbaba,

lasttimeicheckedyouhavecctvcamerasplanted

onyourofficeright?

Mazwakhe:Whydidinotthinkofthat?Icompletely

forgotaboutthem,iwillstartlookingthere.

Khethelo:Great,andbaba,pleasenexttimewhen

youarecomingtextinadvance.

Mazwakhe:Sothatyoucanhideyourboyfriend?

Khethelogiveshimalookthatcrackshimup.



Mazwakhe:OkayI'llcall.

Khethelo:I'llgoopenforMbali.

PHAKAMANI

Heisattheairportbusytappinghisfootonthe

groundandcheckinghiswatch.Afterwhatseems

likeforever,hespotsthegirllookinglost.Damn,she

isindeedSanelisiwe'sniece,itrunsfromthefamily.

Hewalksuptoherandgreetsher.

Phakamani:Ihavebeensenttopickyouupbyyour

aunt'shusband.

Her:Oh,shesaidshewasfetchingmeherselfnje?

Phakamani:Wellhercarhasaproblemandmydad

isn'taroundtodriveher.Canwego?

Her:What'syourname?Ineedtocallmyauntand

verify.

Phakamani:MynameisPhakamaniSibeko.



Shenodsanddialsherauntwhoisonaloud

speaker.

Her:Aunty,iamhereattheairportandaguybythe

nameofPhakamaniissayinghewassenttofetch

me?

Sanelisiwe:Yesbunnyijustreadmymessages

frommyhusband.Gowithhimhe'sfamily.

Her:OkayAuntyseeyouinabit.

Sanelisiwe:Ican'twait.

ThecallendsandshegivesPhakamaniherbags

theywalktothecar.Heloadstheminsidetheboat

andopensthedoorforher.

Her:Thankyou,I'mNadiabytheway.

Phakamani:PleasedtomeetyouNadia.



Healmostasksaboutherraceandquickly

remembershowannoyingitiswhenpeopledoes

thattohimsoheshutshismouthanddrivesin

silence.Thesilenceisinterruptedbyhisphone

ringing,itisconnectedtothecar'sBluetoothsohe

answers.

Phakamani:hello?

Voice:Phakamani,canwetalktoyourfather?His

phone'sbatterydiedafterheanswered.

Phakamani:I'mnotwithmyfatherrightnowbuti

cantakeamessage.Whoisthis?

Voice:Oneofyourdrivers,pleasetellhimthatsome

Nigerianguyandhisguyscametotherankand

tookhistaxibyforce.

Phakamanihitsthebreakshardandliftsthephone

up.



Phakamani:I'msorrywhatdidyousayhappened?

Voice:Itwasamess,gunsweredrawnandtheguy

whowasdrivingthetaxiwasshottryingtodefendit.

Phakamani:Tellmeheisokay?

Voice:(sighs)Unfortunatelyitwastoolatewhen

yourbrothergothere.

Phakamani:I'mcomingthere.

Heendsthecallandstartsthecarspeedinglike

crazy.

Nadia:Waitaminute,youarenotdrivingwithmeto

thetaxirankright?

Phakamani:Yini,doyouwanttogetoffandrequest

anUbertothehousemaybe?

Herealisesthathistoneisunkindbutthisgirlbetter

shuthermouthbecauseheisnotinthemood,

someonedied!



Tobecontinued....
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PHAKAMANI

Thesceneattherankit'schaotic,themenare

hungryforbloodandwar.Thisisthelastthinghe

needs,assomeonewhoworkedaroundwarstime

totime,heisnotlookingforwardtoit.Fromhis

investigations,hediscoversthatNhloniphois

involvedinthisashewasseentryingtonegotiate

withtheguyswhotookthetaxi.



Nowitmakessensethatthemissingdocuments

weren'tmisplacebyKhethelobuttakenby

Nhlonipho.Forwhat?Thatissomethinghehopes

tofindoutsoon.

HewalksbacktothecarwhereheleftNadiaand

findshersulkingwithpoutedlipsandhandsfolded

onherchest.Healmostlaughs,she'scutenodoubt.

Phakamani:Iamsoaboutthisinconveniencebutit

wasanemergency.

Nadia:Iseverythingokay?

She'smadbutstillconcernedthatisbetter.

Phakamani:Notreally,ineedtotakecareofthings

here.

Nadia:Whataboutme?

Phakamani:Canyoudrive?

Nadia:Youarenotserious!

Phakamani:Yesorno?



Nadia:(sighs)Icanbut...

Phakamani:Great,textyouraunttosendyouhere

locationandI'llcomeformycarlater.

Nadia:Youaresuchanarsehole!

Phakamanilaughsandhandsherthekeysstepping

outofthecar.

Phakamani:I'llmakeupforthisipromise.

Nadia:Don'tbother!I'veconcludedthatIdon'tlike

yousostayawayfromme!

Phakamani:leavemycarthen.

Nadiashowshimmiddlefingerdrivingoff.

MBALI

Theirfatherisstaringatthemlikeanangrylion

readytopounce.Sheisnervousandwantstorun

butthisisnowornever,thetimewhereshegetsto

standuptoherdadandfightforherrelationship

withEbuka.



Mazwakhe:Mbaliiamgoingtoaskyouone

questionandIexpectyoutotellmenothingbutthe

truth.Idon'thavethewholeday.Doweunderstand

eachother?

Mbaliswallowsthethicksalivaonherthroat,she's

hidingherhandinsidethejacketshe'swearing.

Mbali:Yebobaba...

Mazwakhe:Areyoustillavirgin?

Mbali:(lookingdown)Cha.(No)

Mazwakhe:Whendidyoustopbeingone?

Mbali:4monthsago.

MazwakhestandonhisfeetandKhetheloshifts

closertoherincaseMazwakhedoessomethingto

Mbali.

Mazwakhe:Andyoudidn'tthinkoftellingus?Ordid

youknowaboutthistoo?



HeasksKhethelo.

Mbali:Shedidn'tknow,noonedidbecauseididn't

wanttodisappointyouguys.

Mazwakhe:Youwatchmesingpraisesaboutyou

whileyouknowthere'snosuchthing?Mbali

ngubaniyenalonesibindisokugqekezaisibayasako

Maziya?(who'sthebraveguytotakeyourvirginity?)

Mbali:Ngiyamthandababaandhewantsustoget

married.

Sheshowsthefingerwitharingonandheclickhis

tonguesnatchinghisphonefromthecharger.

Mazwakhe:Takethatoffyourfingerthisminute!

Youhavedisrespectedmeandmyancestors

enough!!

HestormsoutandKhetheloembracesherona



tighthugastearsstreamdownherface.Shefeels

soheartbrokenandguilty.

Mbali:Hehatesmesis.

Khethelo:Nohedoesn't,givehimspacetocome

around.

Mbali:Didyouseehowhelookedatme?Goshit

wasasifI'mtheemostdisgustingthingever.

Khethelo:Mbaliyouareexaggerating,givetheman

abreak.

Mbali:I'mscaredofwhatisgoingtobecomenext.

Hedidn'tevenlookatmyfingerorquestionedme

aboutmyfiancée

Khethelo:Heisyettodigestthenews,ialsothink

thecallhereceiveddisturbedhim.Givehimsome

time,hewillbefine.

Mbali:IhopesobecauseiloveEbuka...

Khethelo:(smiling)Tellmeabouthim..

Mbali:(wipinghertears)wheredoibegin?



SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

Shewelcomesherniecewholooksgrumpyand

madthatPhakamanimadeherdriveherselftothe

house.

Sanelisiwe:Stopsulking,youareherenowand

that'sallthatmatters.

Nadia:Itwasahassledrivinghereanddriversthis

sidearehorriblenorfollowroadrules.Ihateyour

stepsonshamefordoingthistome.

Sanelisiwe:(laughing)Don'tdothat,givehimtime

andipromiseyouwilllikehim.He'sagoodperson.

Nadia:Idon'tthinkso,he'shotandallbut...

Sanelisiwe:aha!Younoticedhislooks?

Nadia:Despiteeverythingthathappened,ican't

takeawaythatthismanishotandyouchosehis



fatheroverhim.How?Iswhatiwanttoknow.

Sanelisiwe:WellilovehisfatherandPhakamaniis

akidtome.FreshenupandI'llgetussomethingto

eatsothatyoucantellmeallaboutmybrotherand

hiswife.

Nadia:thosetwo,I'mgladtobeawayfromthem

shame.YougotabeautifulhouseAunty.

Sanelisiwe:Thankyoubaby...

NadiawalksawayandSanelisiwetakesherphone

fromthetable.ShecallsMazwakhewhiletapping

onthetablecounterwithhernailswaitingforhimto

answer.

Mazwakhe:Sthandwasami

Hesoundscalmbutnotokayandthatgetsher

attentionalthoughshewantedtofight

Sanelisiwe:Areyouokay?Yousounddown



Mazwakhe:NowthatI'veheardyourvoiceI'llbe

fine.Ufikekahleumntwana?

Sanelisiwe:(sighs)Yesshe'shomesafely.But

whereareyou?Youshouldbehere.

Mazwakhe:Iknowbutihavecrisisatthemoment

thatineedtoattendto.IpromiseI'llbehomeas

soonaseverythingclears.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,pleasebegoodandtakecareof

yourself.

Mazwakhe:Ngiyabongamama,I'lldothat.

Sanelisiwe:Iloveandmissyousomuch.

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)IsityouorMaziyajunior

makingyouneedy?

Sanelisiwe:AiboMazwakhe,juniorobuyaphi?

Mazwakhe:Mysoldiersarestrong,iknowI've

scored...

Sanelisiwe:Mxmbyebecauseyouarefullofgames.

Letmeattendmyniece.

Mazwakhe:Thankyouforthecallbaby,iamnow



feelingbetter.Iloveyoutoo,andthelittleoneyou

arecarrying.

Sanelisiwe:(blushing)ihopetoseeyoulater.

Mazwakhe:Youwill,ipromise.

NHLONIPHO

Hisheadisbuzzing,hecannotmovepastwhat

happenedearlier.Workprovestobeslowand

unprofitableatall.Heisbackatworkafterdashing

hometochangehisbloodiedshirt.Thisthingtook

anunexpectedturnandnowit'sawholemess.

HedialsTonystandingbythewindowofhisoffice

smoking.

Tony:Yes?

HeanswersverycheekyandNhloniphosighs.



Nhlonipho:Didyoureallyhavetodothat?

Tony:Nhloniphoihavebeenpatientwithyoulong

enough.I'mstillSuprisedatyourlivertoaskme

such.Youowemeremember?

Nhlonipho:Iknowbutiaskedforlittletime

Tony:Wellidon'thavethattimeanymore.

Nhloniphoendsthecallashehearsfootsteps

approachingthedoor.Phakamaniwalksinand

standsnexttothechair.

Nhlonipho:Bafo,whatanicesurprise,ididn't

expecttoseeyou.

Phakamani:I'msureyoudidn't.Where'smydad's

taxi?

Nhloniphoswallowsaburningcigaretteandcoughs

terribly.Phakamanihandshimthebottleofwater

that'sontopofthetablelookingunbotheredabout



whatishappeningtohimrightnow.

Nhlonipho'sphoneringsagainandit'sTony...

Phakamani:Aren'tyounotgoingtoanswerthat?

Tobecontinued...
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NHLONIPHO

Hecomesoutfromthebathroomwherehewentto

throwthecigaretteoutofhissystem.Hewas

hopingtofindPhakamanigonebutnoniggeris

makinghimselfcomfortableinhischairwaiting.He



isdefinitelynotescapingthis,butmaybeheis

betterwithPhakamanithanMaziyahimself.Who

knows,maybePhakamanicanhelphimoutofthis

mess.

Phakamani:Howdiditgo?

Nhlonipho:Itmanagedtocomeoutbutmythroat

hurts.

Phakamani:Okaylet'sgobacktowhatbringsme

here,dad'staxi.Whatdidyoudowithit?

Nhlonipho:(scratchinghishead)Ifoundmyselfina

seriousdebtwiththewrongperson.Tobuytime,I

gavedad'saxiasacollectalry.

Phakamani:whywouldyoudothat?Wouldn'tyou

ratheruseyourowncar?Andwhatkindofdebtis

that?Nhloniphoyouhaveagoodjob!

Nhlonipho:It'scomplicated.

Phakamani:Uncomplicateditformebecausethe

momentdadfindsoutyouareinvolvedinthisthen



youaredead.Areyouondrugs?

Nhlonipho:What?NO!

Phakamani:Thenwhat'syourbusinesswith

Nigerians?

Nhlonipho:Ineededmoneyforbettingandhe

helpedmewithit.IguessIgotcarriedawaywitha

fewwinsandIcouldn'tstopplayingevenafter

losing.

Phakamanisighs,closinghiseyeswithhishands.

Phakamani:It'sevenworse,youareagambling

addict!!

Nhlonipho:IswearIhaditundercontrol.

Phakamani:UndercontrolNhlonipho?Someone

died,ourdad'staxiiswithsomeNigerianandyou

callthatcontrol?What'snext?Yourmother'shouse

isonauctionaswell?Whydidn'tyouborrowmoney



fromyourfatherormothers?

Nhlonipho:Areyougoingtohelpmeorjudgeme

through?

Phakamani:Ifyouneededmyhelpyouweregoing

tocallme.

Nhlonipho:Idoneedhelp,Iwasembarrassedand

didn'twanttoinvolvepeopleinthis.

Phakamani:Wellwehaveoneoption,tofetchthat

taxiandnegotiateanewpaymentmethodwithhim.

Nhlonipho:Hewon'tagree..

Phakamani:Whenyouknockoffwearegoingthere.

InthemeantimeI'llgofindoutwhatyourfatheris

upto.

Heleavestheofficeandsighs,it'samessandat

thispointhewisheshecanjustvanish.

MAZWAKHE



It'sbeenalmost30minutesgoingthroughthe

CCTVfootageanditclickstohimthatthere'ssome

deletedfootageinthere.Whoeverwashereknew

exactlywhattheyweredoingandthisfrustrates

himevenmore.

Hefinishespackinghisbagreadytoleavefor

Sanelisiwe'shouse.Thabisilewalksincarrying

Tupperwareandplacesitnexttohisbags.

Mazwakhe:What'sthat?

Thabisile:MeatfromUmemulo,youandSanelisiwe

canbraaiorcookit.

Mazwakhe:Idon'twantanythingfromthatmockery

ofaneventwehad.

Thabisile:Hawubaba!

Mazwakhe:Don'tactallsurprised!Ihada

conversationwithyourdaughterandsheconfessed

notbeingavirginanymore.

Thabisile:What?



Mazwakhe:Pleasedroptheact!ForwhatIknow,

youprobablypaidMamMasondotolieandsay

she'sstillpure.

Thabisile:Myhusband,Iswearthisisnewstome.

Mazwakhe:Oho?Letmebreakanothernewstoyou:

she'sengagedandalreadywearingaring.Thabisile

whatwasIpayingthatreedschoolmoneyforif

Mbaliisgoingtodisrespectmelikethis?Doyou

eventalktothesechildrenastheirmother?

Thabisile:WhydoIfeellikeyouareblamingme?

Mazwakhe:I'mnotbutIfindotherthingsvery

questionable.Iexpectedyoutobeahandson

motherandnotdumpalltheresponsibilityof

motherhoodtothosewomen!

Thabisile:Igetthatyouaredisappointedafter

spendingsomuchmoneybut…

Mazwakhe:Thisisnotevenaboutmoney…

Hecloseshiseyesandexhalestryingtocalm



himselfdown.

Mazwakhe:Ineedtogo,Ihavealottoattendto.I'll

seeyouguysaround.

Hekisseshercheeksandwalksoutofthebedroom

withhisbagtothecar.Hereturnsthemissedcalls

fromoneofhisdrivers.

Mazwakhe:Mvelasemyphone'sbatterydiedearlier

whenwe'retalking.Whatwereyousaying?

Mvelase:Imanagedtogetyoursonandhesaidhe

washandlingit.

Mazwakhe:Oh?

Mvelase:YesIpromisedtogivehimtimebefore

involvingyouintoit.

Mazwakhe:Ngizozwangawekendoda.

Thecallends,hetrustsMvelaseandifhesays

Phakamaniishandlingitthenheneedstolethim



be.Hehasbeenbegginghimtobeinvolvedso

meddlingwithwhateverheisdealingwithwon'tbe

agreatidea.

SANELISIWE

SheopensthedoorandPhakamaniwalksin,sheis

expectingMazwakhebutshewelcomeshimin.

Phakamanicarriesthatstrongauraaroundhimthat

makesherheartskipabitwhensheseeshim.It's

thesoldierstatusforsure,thosepeople

banesithunzinje.

Sanelisiwe:Youarehereforyourcar?

Phakamani:Yes,whereisyourniece?

Sanelisiwe:Sleeping,shecomplainedaboutjetlag.

Helaughs,thatcontagiouslaughter.

Phakamani:JetlagfromGautengtoKZN?Your



nieceshouldbeacomedianIswear..

Sanelisiwe:Whatdidyoudotoherbecauseshe

wasbreathingfirewhenshegothere?

Phakamani:(wavinghishandoffchucklingleaning

onthecouch)LikeIsaid;thatgirlisdramaticbutI

willfixit.Meandherwillbebestoffriends.

Sanelisiwe:That'ssomethingIcannotwaittosee.

Phakamani:Watchthespace..andwhyareyou

lookingallthishotandglammedup?Areyougoing

somewhere?

Sanelisiwe:Nosilly,I'mexpectingyourdad.

Phakamani:Ohisit?Wherearemycarkeys?

Hequicklygetsupfromthecouchandstandson

hisfeet.

Sanelisiwe:Therebythetable.Youareleaving

already?

Phakamani:Yes;pleasedomeafavour,holdhim



down.Makesurehedoesn'tanswercallsorleaves

untiltomorrow.

Sanelisiwe:Iseverythingalright?

Phakamani:NotquitebutIamhopingallwillbe

soon.

Sanelisiwe:Whateveritis,goodluck.

Phakamaniwinksandwalksout,Sanelisiwe

releasesthebreathshedidn'tknowshewas

holding,fixingherdressandwonderingwhen

Mazwakhearrives.

EBUKA

Thenoisefromtheloungewakeshimupfromhis

sleep.Heputshisshoesonandleavesthe

bedroomtocheckwhatishappening.Hisbrother's

voiceontopoftheroofshouting,there'sothermen

intheroom.



Ebuka:What'sgoingon?Sincewhendowehave

bodyguards?

Heasks,referringtothemenpatrollingthepatio

withguns.

Tony:SinceIamventuringintoataxibusiness.

ThoseZulumenwillknowmetoday!

Ebuka:Youarenowintothetaxibusiness?

Tony:YesIam…

Ebukalooksathim,Tonyisholdinghisarmthatis

bandaged.It'sclearhewasshotandhecantellit

hastodowiththistaxibusinessheistalkingabout.

Heevenlooksdrunk.

Ebuka:Ithinkyoushouldgotobed..

Tony:Shutup,whydoyouthinkit'sokayforyouto

tellmewhattodoinmyownhouse?

Oneofthemenbadgesinwithaguninhishand.



Man:Boss,he'shere.

Tony:Ishealone?

Man:No,hegotcompany

Tony:Howmany?

Man:One…

Tony:Lettheminandbeonstandby.

Ebukawaitswithanticipationashefeelslikeshitis

abouttogodown.Aminutelater,Mbali'sbrother's

walksinandtheyaresurroundedbyguns.

Tony:Nhlonipho,it'sgoodtoseeyoudecidedto

comeseeme.Whoistheprettyboyyouarewith?

Nhlonipho:(clearinghisthroat)That'smyelder

brother…

Tony:(chuckling)Forreal?Idon'tseethe

resemblancebuteitherway,elderbrother,welcome.

Phakamani:Tellyourgoonstodroptheirguns…



Tony:WhywouldIdothat?Whatifyouarearmed?

PhakamanichucklesandstepsclosertoTonywho

pointshisgunonhischest.

Phakamani:Youhaveyourmensearchusbefore

wewalkin.Didn'tyou?

Ebukawatchesthestarecompetitionbetween

PhakamaniandTony.Afterwhatseemslikeforever,

TonydropshisgunandPhakamanistepsback.

Phakamani:Tellthemtoleave,Idon'tdiscuss

businesswithboys..

TheliverPhakamanihas!Howcanhecallarmed

menboys??Tonysighsandnods.

Tony:Alrightgentlemenyoumayexcuseus…

Phakamanimakeshimselfcomfortableonthe

couchesandNhloniphofollowssittingbesidehim…



Tobecontinued
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TONY

Helooksatthisguy,honestlyheisfascinating.

Althoughhewon'tadmititpublicly,itishardto

believethatheisNhlonipho'sbrother.Looksaside,

hisphysicandaurademandssomuchrespect.

Heisnotonetosuccumbtoorderssoeasilybut

thisguyrightheredidn'thavetosayittwiceforhim

toact.OnlyifEbukawasthat,hewouldbeso

proudtohavesuchabrotherinhiscorner.

UnfortunatelyforhimEbukaisnotevenNhlonipho,

waytooweakthisone.



Hisconfidenceandcockyselfisspotonand

admirable.Althoughheisallthat,thisishishouse

andhecallstheshotssotheyneedtoknow.Since

Nhloniphoinvolvedhisbrotherinthis,hechooses

toinvolveEbukaaswell.

Tony:WhatcanIdoforyougentlemen?

Phakamani:Iwanttoknowhowmuchmybrother

owesyouandforhowlong?

Tony:Didn'thetellyou?

Phakamani:AmInotaskingyourightnow?

Thisguy!He'ssurelytestinghispatience!

Tony:IntotalheowesmeR750k.

Phakamani:Howmuchdidheaskforinthe

beginning?

Tony:HeaskedforR50k,thenR75k,andthelast

oneheaskedforwasR80k.



Phakamani:SointotalheowesyouR200k?

Tony:Yesbutyoumustknowthere'ssomethingwe

callinterestrate.

Phakamani:I'mcomingtothatbecauseIneedto

understandwhatkindofinterestresultsinR750k

debt?

Tony:Thekindofinteresthefailedtopayin7

months.Everymonthitincreases.

Phakamani:Whatisyourinterestperloan?

Tony:Icharge50%interest;forexample,ifIborrow

youR1000youbringitbackasR1500.

Phakamani:(clickinghistongue)Uyahlanyawena!

That'sdaylightrobbery!

Tony:Well,Idon'tforceanyonetomyterms.

Phakamani:Nowbacktomyfather'staxi,whydid

youtakeit?

Tony:Thetaxicostsequalsthedebthehaswithme.

Phakamani:That'snothistaxi…



Tony:Well;hetoldmethisoneinparticularispartof

hisinheritance.Thatyourfathereachgaveyoua

taxi.

PhakamanilooksatNhloniphointotalshock.

Phakamani:Notonlyareyouathiefbutyouarea

liartoo?(backtoTony)Ineedthecarkeysand

theirpapers.

Tony:Andwhataboutmymoney?

Phakamani:We'llpayitback.

Tony:Youandwho?

Phakamani:That'snoneofyourbusinessbutthis

carneedstobebacktonight.

Tony:AndifIdon'twanttoreturnitback?

Phakamani:Thenyouaregoingtobearrestedfor

thecommotionyoucaused.Youkilledsomeone,

remember?Ontopofthatyouwon'tgetthismoney

back.Yourchoice.



Hesighsandlooksatthem,it'smoneyor

war/prisonandatthispoint,hewantshismoney

back.

Tony:Ebuka,getthekeysfrommypocketsandthe

documentsinthatdrawer.

Thisarmslingisfrustratinghimbuthehopesto

healinnotime.Ebukareachesintohispocketsfor

thekeysandtakesthemout,hegoestothedrawer

andcomesbackwiththepapers.

Tony:Youonlyhaveaweektobringmymoney

back…

Phakamaninodsandsnatchesthekeysoffhis

handswalkingtothedoorwalkingout.



Tony:Nhlonipho,remember"tiktok"!Iwon'tbethis

kindnexttime.

Hejustnodsandfollowshisbrotherout.

Ebuka:Ican'tbelieveyoumadeenemiesfromthe

peopleIamlookingforawifefrom!Whyareyou

likethis?Likeseriouslyyouarehellbentinto

makingmylifealivinghell!

Tony:Willyoustopwhiningforonedayanduse

yourbrain?Itoldyoutoforgetaboutthatlousy

relationshipwiththatgirlandfocusonthebusiness.

Wejustresolvedtheissue,whatmoredoyouwant?

Ebuka:Youmustbestupidifyouthinktheywilllet

yougoeasilylikethatafteryoukilledoneoftheir

ownincoldblood.



HeleavestheroomandTonythinkshard,thisboy

hasapoint.Heneedstowatchhisback,this

Phakamaniguylookedtoocalmforhisliking.He

needstopreparehimselfforanything.

MAZWAKHE

Hefindshimselfthirstyandwakesuptodrinksome

waterfromthekitchen.Hisheartnearlystops

whenheseesthetvoninthedarknessandquickly

remembersthatthereisavisitorbeforehereaches

foraguninhisgownpockets.

ThelightsswitchonandNadiasitsupfromthe

couchlookingathim.

Nadia:I'msorry,isthetvtooloud?

Mazwakhe:Noit'snot,I'mhereforwater.



Heproceedstothekitchenandgetsonefromthe

fridge,Nadiafollowssuitwithabowlandglassin

herhandsputtingtheminasink.Hiseyesfollow

everymovementshemakesandquicklyshakesthe

thoughtofhisheaddrinkinghiswater.

Mazwakhe:Whyareyounotsleepingsolate?

Nadia:IhadaverylongsleepwhenIgothereand

nowI'mazombie.

Mazwakhe:Isee,Ididn'tevenseeyouduringdinner

becauseyourauntsaidyouwererelaxing.

Nadia:YeahIjustneededtorestnotonlymybody

butmymindaswell.

Mazwakhe:Iheardaboutwhathappenedtoyou

andI'msorry.Ican'timaginehowitfeelstolosea

pregnancy.

Nadia:It'sapainIdon'twishformyworstenemy.

Bondingwithachildforawhole9monthsonlyto

leavethehospitalemptyhandedhastobethe

worstkindofpainI'veeverexperienced.



Mazwakhe:Howareyoudealingwithallthe

emotions?

Nadia:ItisveryhardhenceIthoughtmaybea

changeofscenerywilldomegood.Thankyoufor

allowingmetovisit.

Mazwakhe:It'sokay,Sanelisiwe'sfamilyismy

family.

Nadia:NgiyabongaSbari,youareagoodman.

Hewasnotreadyforthehugafterthat,sotonot

makethingsawkward,hehugsherback.

Mazwakhe:(clearinghisthroat)Ihavetogobackto

bed.

Nadia:(smilingandpullingawayfromhim)Of

course,goodnight.

Mazwakhereturnstohisbedroombutquicklypicks

upthefemininescentinhisgownandvest.He



undressesandputstheclothesinthewashing

machinebeforegoingtobed.

Sanelisiwe:Whyareyoudoingthelaundrysolate?

Sheasksassoonashegetstobed.Hepullsher

closertoherandshecomplainsabouthiscold

hands.

Mazwakhe:Ispilledwateronthemandthoughtit's

betterIputitonthelaundry.

Sanelisiwe:Youaresocold…

Mazwakhe:Makemewarm…

Sanelisiweliftsherfaceupandkisseshim,he

returnsthekissgrabbingonherassandpullingher

closertohim.



Mazwakhe:Youaregainingweightintheright

places…

Hewhispersthecomplimentinherear,turningher

aroundsothatherbackfaceshim.

Sanelisiwe:Youaretakinggoodcareofme,the

glowisexplainable…

Mazwakhe:Whenlastdidyouseeyourperiods?

Hisshaftslidesinsideherwarmhoneypotwhilehis

handsgrabonherboobs.Sanelisiweforgetsto

answerthequestionandmoansathisthrustsashe

goesinandoutofher…

Mazwakhe:MaGumede…

Hisvoiceismorelikebeggingashefeelshisclimax

nearingandherpushingherassbacktohisthrust..



Sanelisiwe:Yesbaby…

Hermanicuredfingersfindtheirwaybetweentheir

legsandmassagehisballs.

Mazwakhe:Ahhh..ngizochama..(I'mcuming)

Sanelisiwe:Cumwithmedaddy…

Theybothclimaxandholdontotheirstuffysweaty

bodieshardwhilebreathingheavily.

Mazwakhe:Iloveyou…

Sanelisiwe:Iloveyoutoo…

Mazwakhe:Tomorrowwehavetobuyapregnancy

test..

Shedoesn'trespond.Coulditbethathescored



already?Hislipsstretchtoawidesmileatthe

thoughtofthat.Shewouldmakeagreatmother.He

kissesherforeheadandcoversherbodywiththe

blanketsbeforeretiringtosleepwithherinhisarms.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

SheisfumingatwhatPhakamanitellshimabout

NhloniphoandhisdealwiththeNigerians.Unable

tocontainheranger,shehitsNhloniphowitha

fryingpaninhisheadandPhakamaniquickly

jumpsuptodefendhisbrother.

Nokubonga:HeywenaPhakamani,letmekillthis

childonmyownbeforehegetskilledbythugs!

Ingihlolelanilengane?Tostealyourfather'staxi?

YourfatherwillkillyouandIamgoingtohelphim!

Nhlonipho:Ma…

Nokubonga:Don't"nywee"me!Youhonestlydon't



thinkIamgoingtositonthisnowdoyou?Notafter

apersondied!Becauseattheendofthedaywe

havetopayoffyourdebt.Waitaminute,whatdid

youdowiththemoneyyoukeptonloaningbecause

youarestilllivingunderMYroof,eatingMYfood?

Nhlonipho:(rubbinghisheadwherehismotherhit

him)Iwasassistingmygirlfriendin….

Shefeelsallkindsofangerrisingtoherthroat.All

thistroubleforagirlthat'snotevenhiswife?She

takesherphoneanddialsMazwakhe.Atthispoint

shedoesn'tcareabouttherules,thisisan

emergency!

Mazwakhe:MaGwala…

Nokubonga:Baba,ukuphi?(whereareyou?)

Mazwakhe:Iamdriving..

Nokubonga:Pleasedriveyourwaytothishouse

asap!



Mazwakhe:Konkekuhambakahle?(Iseverything

ok?)

Nokubonga:No,Nhloniphowantstosendmeinto

anearlygrave.

Mazwakhe:Whathappened?

ShelooksatNhloniphowhoisbeggingherwithhis

eyes.Sheloveshersonbutthere'snowaysheis

lettinghimgofreefromthis.Everyactionhasa

consequence.

Nokubonga:Hestoleyourtaxipaperstosettlehis

debt.

Amomentofsilencepassesbetweentheminthe

callandhebreathesoutheavily.

Mazwakhe:Umtsheleanganyakazi,I'monmyway!!!

Tobecontinued…
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NHLONIPHO

Amotherissupposedtobeyourrideordie,have

yourbackandprotectyoulikeisikhukhukazisivilela

amachwaneaso.Butno,Nokubongaisonekindof

amothershame!Wt?Didshejuststraightuptell

hisdadwhathappened?Heknowsthateventually

hisfatherwasgoingtofindoutbuttheleasthe

couldhavedonewastotwistthestoryabitsothat

itdoesn'tsoundasbadasitis!

AtleastPhakamaniishere,buthewon'tbehere

foreverandatsomepointhewillfacehisfather

alone.Heissonotreadyforthat!Thetimeis



movingveryslowlyandNokubongaseemstohave

calmeddownbecauseheisnowlaughingand

chattingtoPhakamaniaskinghimwhenheis

bringingawomanhome.

Heisthefirstonetohearhiscardrivinginandhe

cantellfromitsspeednjethatkuzonyiwa.He

standsonhisfeetandwaitsforhim.Heknocksand

walksin,thefirstthinghedoesiskisshiswife.Ewu,

nomattertheawkwardnessmanwon'tstop

showingaffectionforhiswife.

Heasksthattheyallsitdownandbetoldfromthe

wordgowhathappened.Phakamaninarratesthe

wholestoryandhelistensattentively,brushinghis

beardandhiseyesonhim.Nhloniphocan'tmake

hismood;hisreactionistotallydifferentfromwhat

heexpected.Hethoughtthathewouldbesixfeet

undergroundnow.

Mazwakhe:Whatdoyouhavetosayforyourself?



Thequestionisdirectedtohimandthere'snoother

wayoutofthis.Hehastoanswer!

Nhlonipho:IamreallysorryFather,itwasnotmy

intentionforthingstogetthisbad.IwassurethatI

hadthingsundercontrol.Everythingturnedout

Southrealquick.

Mazwakhe:Whydidn'tyoucometomeformoney?

Oryourmother?

Nhlonipho:Youweren'tgoingtogivemebecause

youneverlovednoracceptedmygirlfriend.

Mazwakhe:Sonowit'sourfault?

Nhlonipho:That'snotwhatIamtryingtosay.Ijust

didn'twanttobotheryouandknowinghowyou

don'tjustdishoutmoneysoeasily.

Mazwakhe:There'sbanksforloans,youqualifyfor

them.Whathappenedtothat?



Nhlonipho:Iwantedaneasywayoutthatwasn't

goingtorequirealongprocessofpaperwork.

Mazwakhe:Yetyoutookmycar'spaperstoyour

friends.Whyungijwayelekabiso?

Hisfatherisangrybutheiskeepingittogether.

Nhlonipho:Iamreallysorrydad,Iamgoingtodo

everythinginmypowertofixthismess.

Mazwakhe:Canyoubringmydriverbacktolife?

Themanwasafatherandahusband,nowhiswife

andkidsareleftinthecoldbecauseofyour

stupidity!

Thatgetstohim,hereallymessedup!Mazwakhe

turnstoPhakamani.

Mazwakhe:GivemedetailsofthisguyandIwill

handleitfromhereon.WenaNhlonipho,followme!



Nhloniphogetsuplookingathismotherhopingthat

she'sgoingtostopherhusband.

Nokubonga:Whateveryouaregoingtodowithhim,

pleasedon'tkillhim.

Listentothiswoman,she'ssupposedtostophim

fromleavingaltogether!

Mazwakhe:Myancestorswillturntheirbackonme

ifIkillmyown.NhloniphoandIaregoingtohavea

mantomantalk,privately!

OhLord,havesomemercyplease!

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA



Nadiaismakinglunchandsheisabouttoleavethe

housetotheuniversitywhereshelectures.

Nadia:MyslayingAunt!

Sanelisiwe:Pleasestop!

Nadia:Lookatyouglowing,yousureyouarenot

pregnant?

Sanelisiwe:(rollinghereyessittingdown)Youand

Mazwakheneedtostop,Iamnotpregnant.

Nadia:Wellthenyoumustbereallyhappy.

Sanelisiwe:IambutIfeelbad…

Nadia:About?

Sanelisiwe:LyingtoMazwakheaboutfamily

planning.Ineverstopped.

Nadia:Why?

Sanelisiwe:IwascaughtupinthemomentwhenI

saidthat.Aftercarefulconsideration,Idecidedthat

IamnowayreadytohaveakidandIthought

Mazwakhewillforgetaboutit.



Nadia:That'sarecipeforadisaster,youneedtotell

himbeforethisescalatestosomethingelse.

Sanelisiwe:Ijustdon'twanttodisappointhim

becausehereallylookshappyabouttheideaofus

havingachildtogether.Iamreallystressedout.

Nadia:Iamsureitwon'tbesuchabigdeal,hehas

kidsalreadysoitwon'thurttowaitforyoualittlebit

longer.

Sanelisiwe:Isupposenot.

Nadia:MinaI'mjustcurioushowhemanagesto

dividehimselfamongstyouguysandmaintainthe

sameenergy.

Sanelisiwe:Thatyouhavetoaskhimyourself

becauseIalsodon'tknow.AllIknowisthatIam

lovedandcateredfor.

Nadia:It'sprettymuchobvious,sbwl!

Sanelisiwe:It'snotallrosesandgold,ithasitsown

days.Thanksforthelunchnana,I'llseeyoulater.

Nadia:OkayAunty,haveagreatdayatwork.



Theyhugshortlyandshetakesthelunchboxand

headstohercarthatshemisseddrivingsomuch!

Justassheisbusyconnectingherphonetoher

car'sBluetooth,Phakamanicallsher.

Sanelisiwe:Phakamani…

Phakamani:Ncanes,yougood?

Sanelisiwe:I'mgoodandyou?

Phakamani:I'malright.Areyouatthehouse?

Sanelisiwe:I'mgoingtowork,what'sup?

Phakamani:Ineedafavor…

Sanelisiwe:I'mlistening.?

Phakamani:Nadia'snumbers…

Sanelisiwe:(laughing)Ishouldhaveknown!

Phakamani:Awukahle!Uzongisendela?(youare

goingtosendthem?)

Sanelisiwe:Iwillbutrememberyouguysare



cousins…

Phakamani:(clearinghisthroat)Uhmyeah,sure!

Sanelisiwelaughsandforwardsthenumbertohim

thendrivesout.MaybePhakamaniisthedistraction

hernieceneedsinordertohealfromthatordeal

shewentthrough.

MBALI

DrivingtheBenzfeelssogreatanditisher

obsession.Thestayathersister'swasgreat,she

enjoyedeverymomentofitandcannotwaittodoit

againsoon.

Shewalksinsidethehouseandswitchesonthe

lights.Hermotherissittinginthedarknesswitha

boxoftissuesandwinenexttoher.



Mbali:Mama,whyareyouseatedinthedarkalone?

Thabisile:HowcanyoudothistomeMbali?

Mbali:Ma?

Thabisile:Couldn'tyoutellmethetruthaboutyou

notbeingpurethanlyingthismuch?NowIama

badmotherintheeyesofmyhusbandbecausemy

childhidthetruthfrommesodamnwell?Mysin

wastotrustyoutoberesponsibleandnotdoa

followupeverymonthaboutyourvirginity?

Mbali:Iamsorrymama,Ireallydidn'tmeantoput

youintothisposition.Butcomingoutwiththetruth

washard

Thabisile:Why?Itrybyallmeanstobeopentoyou

Mbali.

Mbali:HonestlyIfelttoopressured,Ilivedmywhole

lifefeelinglikeIwasnotexpectedtomakea

mistakeinsteadofbeingthisperfectchild.

Iamgratefulfortheunconditionalloveyouboth



showedmebutsomehowitcreatedadriftbetween

meandmysiblingsbecauseitwasn'titwasn'tthe

sametothem.Forgivemeforbeingscaredtobe

thefailureandalaughingstockamongstmyelder

siblings.

Thabisile'sfacialexpressionchangesimmediately

andshebecomessoft.

Thabisile:Mychild,Ididn'tknowallofthis,Iamso

sorry…

Mbali:IamsorrytoomamabutInevermeanttobe

adisappointment,Ijustwanttoleadanormal

happylife.I'msorrythatalliscausingastrainin

yourmarriage.

Thabisile:YourfatherandIwillbefine,wehave

overcomesomuchthisissmallwaters.Iamtold

youareengaged?

Mbali:(Blushing)Yes,toawonderfulman.



Thabisile:Lookatyoublushing,grabaglassand

comesothatyoucantellmeaboutit.

Thisisgreat,hermotherinvitinghertoadrink?

Maybeshecantellherabouttheabortionoritstoo

early?

KHETHELO

ShortlyafterMbalileft,Phakamaniarrived.It's

obviousthatsheisnotseeinghergirlfriendanytime

soon.Hersiblingsarekeepinghercompanyand

sheisnotcomplaining.

Phakamaniislickinghisfingersafterdishingupfor

him.HetellshertheNhloniphodramaandshe

cannotbelieveit.

Khethelo:Ican'tbelievethelengthNhloniphowent



tostallhisdebtandknowingMaziya,heisnot

goingtopaythatdebtshame.

Phakamani:Iwouldn'teither.SowhatdidImiss

aboutthisside?

Khethelo:Well,youryoungersisterisengagedandI

amgay.

Shesaysthelastlineandholdsherbreath.

Phakamani:Mandisa?

Khethelo:Howdidyouknow?

Phakamani:(chuckling)Thewayyoulookateach

otherandtheparagraphsyouwritewhenyoupost

heronyourWhatsAppstatuses.

Khethelo:Youaresoattentive,thattimeIwastrying

tokeepitlow.

Phakamani:Wellnotforthisguy.I'mhappyforyou,

Imeanyoulookhappyandthat'sallthatmatters.

Khethelo:Iamreallyhappy,Ijustneedtocomeout

totheparentssoonerandlater.



Phakamani:Doitwhenyouarereadyandprepared.

AsforMbali,whoissheengagedto?

Khethelo:SomeNigerianguynamedEbuka,sheis

headoverheelsinlove.It'scute.

Phakamani:Wait,Ihaveheardthatnamebefore…

TONY

Heisinthepassengerseatnotdrivingbecauseof

thearminjury.Himandhis2menareparkedinto

thegaragefillingthecarupandthedriverdecides

tostepoutforcigarettes.

TheguybehindTonystepsouttopeeandTonyis

leftaloneinthecarsmokinghisweedanddrinking.

Tony:Ilovethissongmarn!

Heincreasesthevolumejammingintoitanda

screechingsoundofaQuantumparkingrightin



frontofhiscardisturbshim.

Tony:Shit!

Hetriestoreachforagunwithhisonehandbutit's

toolate.Thismanwhohasjumpedintothedriver's

seathithisheadhardonthedashboardhesees

stars.Hehearsgunshotsgoingoffandtheman

startsthecardrivingoff…

"Youthinkyoucanbullymysonintogivingyoumy

taxi,killmydriverandgetawaywithit?Didyou

perhapsdoyourresearchaboutmebeforetryingto

messupmybusiness?"

Ohcrap!!

Tobecontinued….

(PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE )



[06/11,16:42] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER17

(NOTEDITEDPLEASEEXCUSETHEERRORS)

NOSIPHO

Nhloniphocamebacklookinglikehewasattacked

bybeesfromhis"talk"withMaziyaandhedoesn't

wanttosayathingaboutwhathappened.

Sheishelpinghimgetdressedaftertakingabath

usingherbathsaltsthatusuallyhelpswhensheis

experiencingperiodpains.IntombiyakwaGwala

kepthermouthshutasifshe'snotseeingthatNhlo

waspanelbeated.



Nhlonipho:Thankssis.

HesaysundertheblanketsandNosiphoshakesher

head.

Nosipho:KodwanaweNhlo,awholetaxi?

Unamagangangozimntase.Atleasthedidn'tkill

youthough.

Nhlonipho:Ithoughthewasgoingto,thatoldman

hasmeanpunchesiswear.

Nosipho:Ihopethiswasalessonandyouaregoing

toseekhelpsothatyoudon'tgoback.Phelamanje

uzodayisaindlu.(youwillsellthishouse)

Nhlonipho:I'mnotanaddictNosipho,Ijustgot

carriedaway.

Nosipho:Ifyousayso.Whatisgoingtohappento

yourdebt?

Nhlonipho:Maziyasaidheisgoingtotakecareofit.

Nosipho:Atleast.Goodnight,Ihopeyouaregoing



towakeupfeelingbetter.

Nhlonipho:Yourpainkillersarealreadymakingme

drowsy.

Nosiswitchoffthelightsandleaveshisbedroomto

her.Shetakeoffhergownandgetsunderherown

blanketsandscrollthroughtwitter.Trendingnews

areofthatofataximenambushingpeopleingas

stationandstartsfiringupatthem.

Althoughit'sstillnotclearwhothesemenareas

thetaxihadnonumberplateandeverything

happenedsofast,Nosiphozoomonthearm

showingoutsidethewindowofthecarthatissaid

tobehijacked.

Sheknowsthatwatchverywell!Holyshit!Her

fingersscrolldownherphone'scontactanddials

herdad'snumberwithherheartracing.



Mazwakhe:Nosiphothisisnotagoodtime,Iam

driving!

Nosipho:Baba,youguysaretrendingonTwitter!

Mazwakhe:Ukhulumangani?

Nosipho:Theambushatthegarage?Pleasethrow

thatwatchaway!

Amomentofsilencepassesbyonlyasoundofa

speedingcarisheard.

Mazwakhe:Okay,thankyouMaziya.

Sheendstheandsayashortprayerhopingthather

fatherdoesn'tgetcaughtinthis.Hewasonly

protectingwhatishisofwhichisbusinessand

family.

NADIA

Aftereatingshewashedthedishesandtiedupthe

placeleavingitspotlessclean.Nowshehas



nothingtodoandTVisreallyboringduringthis

timeoftheday.HerAuntyisonlyknockingoff

around5andgetshomearound6tohalfpastif

there'straffic.

Shedoesn'tunderstandwhyisSanelisiweworking

whileshehasamanlikeMazwakhewhodoes

everythingforher.Imeanlookatthishouse!

Speakingofthehouse,shedecidestogiveherself

atourandadmiretheartaroundit.

Theirhappyandsmileypicturesplasteredonthe

wall.SheliftsonebigframedpictureofSanelisiwe

andMazwakheandlooksatitinacloseangle.He

issuchaZuluman!Fit,strongandhandsome!

Nadiadidn'tattendheraunt'straditionalwedding

duetotheiramniosityatthetimebutfromthe

pictures,itlookedfun.

Sheputsthepicturebackandproceedtotheir

bedroom,it'ssmellsheavenly.Sanelisiwehas



alwaysaneatandglamorousperson.Herwardrobe

ispackednicelyandaccordingtocolors.There's

someofMazwakhe'sclothesinthere.

NadiafindsherselfonSanelisiwe'sdress,shoes

andweaveon.Sheparadesinfrontofthemirror

tryingtoimitateherwalkandstyleofposeand

smile.

Herphoneringingonthebeddistractherandtrue

calleridentifiesthenumberasPhakamani's.She

rollshereyessittingonthebedtakingoff

Sanelisiwe'sshoes.

Nadia:Hello?

Phakamani:Nadiahi,It'sPhakamanihere.

Nadia:Ohhey.What'sup?

Phakamani:Allgoodandyou,areyousettlingin

well?



Nadia:It'sbeenadayandahalfbutallisgood.

Phakamani:I'mglad,listenIwouldliketotakeyou

outsometime.JustshowyouaroundDurbanand

gettoknowyoubetter.

Nadia:Thatwouldbenice.

Phakamani:Neh?Pleaseletmeknowofday

suitableforyousothatIcanmakearrangements.

Nadia:I'lldefinitelydo.

Phakamani:Okaythen,enjoytherestofyourday.

Nadia:Sharp.

Thecallendsandshethrowsherphoneonthebed

andtakeoffthedressandputitbackexactlyasshe

foundit.Shedoublecheckbeforeleavingthe

bedroomifeverythingisthesameasshefounds

them.

NONHLANHLA



Mazwakheishometodayandtakingashower.

Whenhegothere,hetookofftheclotheshewas

wearingincludingthewatchhereceivedasagift

fromThabisileandburnedthem.

Shedoesn'twanttoaskbutshecantellthatheis

notinagoodmoodtonightthattimeshemissed

himsomuchandwantstochat.

Hermindisbroughtbacktolivingwhenshefeels

hishandsalloverherbody.Shewasjustdishingup

forhim.

Hekissesherneckwhileundoingherrobeand

touchingherallover.Histouchisdoingwondersas

sheissowetterriblydownthere.

HeturnsheraroundandohGod,heisnakedwith

onlyatowelwrappinghislowerbodyandhis

memberpointingfrontunderneath.

Thekissispassionateandfullofneedandlust.He



carriesheruptothespacenexttothesinkand

placesherthere.Nonhlanhlaisstilltraumatized

aboutwhathappenedlastwiththeglasstable.Asif

Mazwakhecanreadhermind,helaughs.

Mazwakhe:Thisisabuiltincupboard,itisnot

goingtobreak.

Nonhlanhlarollshereyesandattendstohisbody.

Hebringshertotheedgeandkneelsdown,hebury

hisheadbetweenherthighs.OhGodhistongue

goesstraighttoherclitshenearlycries.

Herheadtiltedbackandeyesshutclose,shesing

hispraiseswhilepushinghisheadevendeeperinto

hernana.Hestopsandfeelshislipsintoherwhile

rubbinghimselfonher

Mazwakhe:Imissedyou…

Heconfesseswhileenteringherslowlyandshe



moans…

Mazwakhe:Lookatme…

Sheforcefullyopenshereyesandmeethis,they

arered..

Mazwakhe:Ngiyakuthandayezwa!(Iloveyouokay?)

Nonhlanhla:Iloveyoutoo…

Hispaceincreasesandheliftsherlegupandher

headkeepsonbouncingaroundthecupboardsand

thedishesaremovinginsidethecupboard.

Mazwakhe:Ziyekezifesizothengaezinye…

EBUKA

It'sbeenanhourssincehisbrothercalledsayinghe

isleavingtheclubandcomingtothehours.Hefall

asleeponthecouchwaitingforhimaftertalkingto



Mbalionthephone.Shewasexcitedasshetold

himthathermotherandeldersistersknowsabout

theirrelationshipandarehappyforthem.

Oneofthemenguardingthehousewokehimup

fromhissleepandhiseyeslandsonthewallwatch.

It'salmost11pmbutTonyisnotbackhome.Heis

panicking.

Man:Yourbrotherwashijackedandshotbadly.

Ebuka:Ohmygoodness!Howbaditis?

Man:verybad,hewasfoundbypeopledriving

droppedinpitwithseveralbulletholesinhisbody.

Wejustgotinformedthatthemenhewaswithat

thegaragewereshotdead.

Ebukablinkshistearsaway,theymaynotgetalong

withTonyattimesbutthat'stheonlyfamilyhehas.



Ebuka:Whereishenow,mybrother?

Man:IntheHospital,it'sbad,doctorssayschances

ofsurvivalareslim.

Ebuka:Takemetohimrightnow…

Man:Youcannotgothere,whatifthepeopleor

personwhowastryingtokillhimrealisesheisnot

deadandcomestofinishhimup?

Ebuka:SowhatmustIdo?Sithereandwonder?

Man:Yourbrotherwouldwantyoutobecalm,

strategicandsafe.Beingoutthereisnotsafe.We

aregoingtokeepyoupostedandwewillmoveyour

brothersomewheresafeforyoutovisithim.Untill

then,youarenotgoinganywhere.

Ebukadropsbackonhiscouchandrubshiseyes.

HewarnedTony,onlyifhelistened!!

Man:Whatshouldwedo?

Ebuka:Whatdoyoumean?



Man:Ebuka,thisiswar!Weneedtostrikeback,we

alreadyknowwhodidthis.

Ebuka:No..

Man:Huh?

Ebuka:Youheardme,ifmywordmeansanythingto

you,thenyouaregoingtolistentome.This

madnessendsnowbeforealotofinnocentpeople

gethurts!

Tobecontinued…..
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EBUKA

Heopenshiseyesandisshockedatthemiracleof

beingabletosleepafterlastnight'sshenanigans.

HismindhasbeengoingwildwonderinghowTony

isandifhe'sgoingtosurvive.Heprayshesurvives

sothathecantakewhathappenedasalessonto

respecttheworldandthreadcarefullyonitsground.

WithoutTony;heisforcedtooverseethebusiness

anddoafollowupincheckingthateverythingis

goingwell.Hishandpicksuphisphoneunderthe

pillowandheunlocksit.Thewallpaperofhisphone

isnoneotherthanhisgorgeousfiancée.

Sadnessconsumeshisheartwhenhethinksabout

thebadbloodbetweentheirfamiliesalready.Will

theirlovesurviveit?Well,he'swillingtotryandfight

forit,evenifitmeanstheyelope.



Maybeonedaytheywillresolvetheissuesandbea

family.ForMbali,he'swillingtocrosstheocean

andrestorepeace.Hecallshernumberandwaits

asitringsontheotherside.She'sprobablystill

sleeping,afterallshe'snotamorningperson.Just

asheisabouttohangup,sheanswers.

Mbali:Babe…

Ebuka:Heylove,morning.

Mbali:Goodmorningbaby,howareyou?

Shesoundsverymuchasleepandyawning.

Ebuka:Notsogood,I'msorrytowakeyouup.

Mbali:It'sokaybaby,what'swrong?

Ebuka:Mybrotherwasshotlastnight…

Mbali:Ohno!Isheokay?

Ebuka:Ihopeso;Ihaven'tseenhim.

Mbali:Isthereanyleadonthepeoplewhodidthis?

Howishegoingtoanswerthisone?Sheclearlyis



inthedarkandhe'snotabouttodragherintothis.

Ebuka:Wellitlookedlikesomerivalryofsomesort.

Mbali:That'sevenworse,areyousafe?

Ebuka:I'mfinebabe,Ipromise.

Mbali:Ihopeyourbrothergetswellsoon..

Ebuka:I'llbeprayingforhimaswell.Letmegetup,

Ihavetostandupforhimtodayandthenext

comingdayshe'sawayoff.

Mbali:Okaybaby,we'lltalkduringtheday,Ilove

you.

Ebuka:Iloveyouevenmore…

Hefeelsbetteralreadyandkicksofftheblankets

gettingoffthebed.Hisphonenotifieshimofa

requesttofollowonInstagram.Hecheckswhoitis

beforehecanacceptitandseesthatit'sNosipho.

Ebuka:(speakingalone)ahah..whatthisgirlwants

frommenow?Chai!Godforbid!



Hedeletestherequestandcontinuesmakinghis

bed…

NADIA

Today'sthedaysheismeetingupwithPhakamani.

Shemadesuretodressupandlookgood.Her

blackleatherbumshortsandoversizedshirt

matchingthemwithherwhitesandalsandsummer

hatsuitsherperfectly.

Sanelisiwe:Mhmmmhmm,whyareyoufighting?I

feelsorryforPhakamani.

Nadiachuckleswhileapplyingherlipstick.

Nadia:Why?



Sanelisiwe:Whatishegoingtodowithhimself

whenyouarethishot?

Nadia:Well,he'sabigboy,I'msureheisgoingto

handleit.

Sanelisiwe:Nadia,Ihavebeenmeaningforusto

talkespeciallyaboutyourloss.Iknowyouare

hurtinganddesperatelywanttohealbutplease,

Phakamaniisagoodperson.Don'thurthim.

Therewegoagain,justwhenshethoughtshewas

overthis"judgejudy"phaseshedoesthis?

Nadia:Weareonlyhangingout,there'snoneedfor

youtosweat.

Sanelisiwe:I'mjustsaying,Iamnotonefordrama.

Nadia:Don'tworryAunty,yougotnothingtoworry

about.Besides,Iamnotemotionallyreadyfora

relationship,Iamstillhealing.

Sanelisiwe:Good,takeyourtime,letmeleaveyou

toit.



Sheexitsthebedroomandsherollshereyes.Why

doesn'tshewanthimtobewithher?Orisshethe

typethatwantsallthegoodthingsforthemselves?

Ohohoh,sheseesitnow,PhakamaniistheMaziya

heirsoifsheendsupwithhimshegetstosecure

morethanshe(Sanelisiwe)did?Unbelievable!Well,

surprisesurprise!

Sanelisiwe:(shouting)Nadiayourguestishere!!

Nadia:I'mcoming!

Sheputseverythinginsideherbagandwalkstothe

kitchenwheretheyarebothlaughingatwhatever

jokeisshared.Phakamani'sjawisalmostonthe

floorwhenheseesher.

Phakamani:Wow,I'mspeechless!Youlooksohot!

Nadia:Thankyou,Imeanyoudidn'tdisappoint

either.Wecango,I'mready.



Phakamani:WellNcane,seeyoulater,ornot…

Sanelisiwe:Yey,ornotyani?Behaveandhavefun

youguys.

Phakamanitakesherhandandleadsheroutsideto

thecarwhereheopensadoorforher.Todayheis

drivinganothercar,nottheonehefetchedherwith

theotherdayattheairport.

Nadia:Nicecar…

Phakamani:Thanks,Dadhasachoice.

Shethoughtasmuch!Thedadisrich,thesonishot,

whatablessedcombo!

MAZWAKHE

HesneaksuponThabisileandhugsherfrom

behindasshejumpsstartled.



Thabisile:Youaregoingtogivemeaheartattack!

Mazwakhe:I'msorry,Ididn'tmeantoscareyou.

Unjani?

Thabisile:Well,I'mstanding,whichmeansIam

alive.

Mazwakhe:That'sgoodtohear,ziphiizingane

zalomuzi?

Thabisile:Mbaliisbusyinherroom.Idon'tknow

YouTubewhatPhakamanidroveoutanhourago.

Mazwakhe:That'sgood,itgivesusenoughtimeto

talk.

Thabisile:About?

Mazwakhe:(sighs)Lasttimemyemotionswere

highIendeduplashingoutonyouandsaying

thingsIdidn'tmean.YobeSengwayo;Itwasnotmy

intentiontocriticizeyourmotherhoodskills.

Thabisile:Yourwordshitmehardbababecause

theycameoutasifIletMbalidoasshepleases.



Mazwakhe:That'snottrueManzini,youarethebest

motherandwifeIcouldeveraskfor.LikeIsaid,

kwashelelaulimi(itwasaslipofatongue)

Thabisile:I'mgladyouareseeingyourfaultsoIt's

allforgiven.

Mazwakhe:(smiling)Ngiqabuleke…(Kissme)

Thabisile:(blushing)Aibo,awukahle!(Stopit)

Mazwakhe:HawuNgiyacela,kancanenje…(Please)

Thabisilegiggleandgiveshimababykissbut

Mazwakheholdsontoherabitlonger…

Thabisile:So,Ispoketoyourdaughterabout

everythingincludingtheengagement.Shesaid

somethingaboutusnotgivingourchildrenequal

attention.Someofthethingsshementionedmade

merealizethatweareactuallytheonesatfaultfor

overpraisingherandputtingsomuchpressureon

her.



Mazwakhe:(shakinghishead)Wantingthebestfor

yourchildisnowconsideredaspressure?

Thabisile:Notinthatwaybababutifyouallow

yourselfsometimetothinkandevaluateeverything

,youwillseewhatsheistalkingabout.

Mazwakhe:Iwillnotbegivenparentingskillsbya

childIbroughtintothisworld,sorry!

Thabisile:Aike,I'mleaving,Ihavealunchdatewith

Khethelo.Ngicelaungipheimali?(canyouplease

givemesomemoney?)

Mazwakhe:Whenyouplannedthedate,whatwas

yourplan?

Thabisile:Tocallyouandaskformoney,it'seasier

nowyouarehere.

Mazwakheshakeshishead,takesouthiswallet

andgivesherhiscard.



Mazwakhe:Pleasedon'tabusemycard…

Thabisilekisseshimonthecheeksandacceptsthe

cardwithahugegreen.Hemustmentallyprepare

himselfforendlessnotificationsthatareyetto

followfromhisbank.

HegoestoMbali'sroomandknock,themusicgoes

downandsheshouts"Comein".

HeopensthedoorandfindsMbalisweating..

Mazwakhe:Kwenziwanilana?(what'shappening

here)

Mbali:Iwasexercisingbaba…

Mazwakhe:YourmotherisgoingoutwithKhethelo,

let'salsogoout.

Mbali:Givemeafewminutesbaba…

Mazwakhe:10..



Heclosesthedoorandgoestohisofficeandkills

thetimebyreadinghisemails.Oneofhismen

informshimthatTonyisfightingforhislifeatthe

hospital.Good,hopefullywhenhewakesupheis

goingtorespectpeople'sproperties.

Mbali:I'mdonebaba!

Mazwakhelooksathiswatchandshakeshishead.

It'sbeenover30minutesalready.

Mbali:Yourcarormine?

Sheasks,herfacebeamingwithjoyandhesmiles.

Mazwakhe:YoursbutI'mdriving…

Shegiveshimthekeysandoccupiesthepassenger

seat.Hespotstheringonherfingerandhecontrols

hisreaction.

Mazwakhe:Itoldyoutotakethatthingoffyour

finger,uzwamakunjanikanti?



Mbali:Baba,canwenotfight?What'sthepointof

beingengagedifIwon'twearmyring?

Mazwakhe:Agoodmanknowsyoudon'tjustputa

ringonsomeone'sdaughterwithoutdoingtheright

thing!

Mbali:Wellheisagoodmanandhe'sgoingtodo

therightthing.

Mazwakhe:(clickinghistongue)TellhimIwantto

seehim..

Mbali:Youwon'tshoothimangithi?

Mazwakhe:Kantingiyinkabiyinimina?(AmIa

hitman?)Ifhe'sfree,invitehimtojoinus.

Mbali:Letmetexthimandfindout….

Mazwakhekeepsquietandlooksaheadoftheroad,

ifhecomeshe'sgoingtochaseMbalioutsothathe

canpunchhiminthefacefordisrespect.

Tobecontinued….
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PHAKAMANI

ThedatebetweenherandNadiahasbeengreatand

theyendeduponthebeach.Nowseatedonthe

sandeatingtheiricecreamsandstaringatthe

waves,Phakamanilooksathowbeautifulsheis

andimaginesthegenesoftheirkids.

Nadia:Todaywasgreat,thankyou.

Shesayswiththatlazysmileofhersthatmakes

himweak;fuck,isheinvolve?

Phakamani:Ienjoyedittoo,Iwasworried.



Nadia:Worriedabout?

Phakamani:Buthowitmayturnouttobe,ImeanI

haven'tbeenwithawomaninawhilenow.

Nadia:Howlong?

Phakamani:Closetoayearnow,yeah.

Nadia:Why?AndwhyamIfindingithardtobelieve

thatahandsomemanlikeyouhasn'tbeengettingit

onforayear?

Phakamani:(chuckling)Sexisnoteverythingtome

andIreallybelieveindoingitwithsomeoneIlove

andhaveastrongconnectionwith.Ican'tsee

myselfpouringitoutandexchangingenergieswith

someoneIdon'tlikesoyes,ithasbeenthatlong.

Nadia:Wow,menlikeyoudon'texist,nomore

shame.

Phakamani:Theydo,I'mherenexttoyounje…

Nadia:Yeahwell,it'syoualoneinthewholeKZN…

Phakamani:Youjoketoomuch.Sowhataboutyou?

Nadia:Whataboutme?



Phakamani:What'shappeninginyourlife?

Nadia:Nothinginterestingreally,Iamjusthereto

unwindandfindmyfeet.

Phakamani:Areyouworking/studying?

Nadia:Neitherofthat…

Okaythat'sdisappointingbutheisnotaboutto

judgenow.Besides,ifyoureallylikesomeoneyou

canalwayscompromiseafewthingsandhelpthem

achievecertaingoalstheyareunabletoontheir

own.

Phakamani:OkaysowhoisNadia,comeon,I've

alreadytoldyoualotaboutme.

Nadia:WhatIcansayis,I'mnottherightgirlforyou.

Mymindisnotintherightstatetobeina

relationship.

Phakamani:WecanbefriendsofwhichIbelieve

willgroomustoendupasloversattheend…



Nadia:Phakamani…

Phakamani:Shhhh,Idon'tmindwaiting…

Theirfacesdrawclosertogetherandtheysharea

passionatekiss,goddamherlips!

Nadia:(smiling)Okay…

Phakamani:Let'sgohome,it'sstartingtobeabit

chillyhere.

Nadia:YeahbeforeSanelisiwestartscalling.

Phakamani:What'sthestorybetweenyoutwovele?

Nadia:Whatdoyoumean?

Phakamani:Iamseeingagapbetweenyoutwo.I

don'tknowifit'smyeyesdeceivingmeorwhat.But

IswearIsawsomething,especiallythatmomentin

thekitchen.

Nadia:(chuckling)Youaresuchanattentiveman

butIguessit'sbecauseofthejobyoudid.Well

beforeyoudigonanydeeper,SaneandIoncedidn't



seeeyetoeyebecausesheusedtobeverystrict,

reportingeverythingIdidtoherbrother,mydad.

IwaslivingwithherandIthoughtshewouldmake

mylifeeasiersinceitwasalreadyhardathomebut

itwasatotaloppositeactually,shewasworsethan

bothofthem.

Phakamani:Isthatreallyabadthing?Ithinkshe

wasjusttryingtoprotectyouandbeagoodparent.

Nadia:There'sadifferencebetweenprotectingand

tryingtocontrolsomeone.Let'sgo.

Phakamaniconcludesthatthisisnotgoingtowork,

thisgirlsmellsliketroubleandSaneisnothinglike

that.She'sbeenpartoftheSibekofamilyfor3

yearstoknowthat.Thisonewasorisprobablyone

ofthosekidswhodoesn'tliketobereprimanded.

Hedoesn'tseehimselfdatingsuchaperson…



MBALI

She'satherfavoriterestaurantwithherfatherand

she'sforcinghimtoordersomethingdifferentand

outofhiscomfortzone..(prawns)andheis

complaining.

Shenoticeshowhiseyeskeepongoingtoher

fingereverynowandthen.Wellonethingabouther,

sheisgoingtotrainherparents,especiallythisgent

here.

Mazwakhe:Lomuntuwakhouthiuzanini?(whenis

yourboyfriendcoming?)

Mbali:Wellheisn't,businessishecticsohehasto

overseethat.

Mazwakhe:Atleasthehasmoney…

Mbali:Andifhedidn't?Youwouldn'taccepthim?



Mazwakhe:Ofcourse,whywouldIallowmy

daughtertomarrysomeonewhowillstarveher?

Mbali:Wow,moneyisn'teverythingbababut

happinessandloveis.

Mazwakhe:ThisiswhyIsendyoutoschoolsothat

youcanlearnandbewiseuyekekukhuluma

umbhedo.Lovedoesn'tpaybillsanditshallnever

beenough.Don'tevermakethemistakeofmarrying

apoormanbecauseyouthinkyoulovehimand

lateroncheat.Angifuniamanyalamina…(idon't

wantscandals)

Mbali:Soyouareadvisingmetomarrywhere

moneyis?

Mazwakhe:Correct,amanmustprovideandyour

dutyistobesubmissive.Thisthingofwomen

lovingmenisnotright,that'saman'sjob.

Mbali:Youradviceisshameful,I'mthankfulfor

ngawo.

Mazwakhe:I'mnottryingtobesarcasticorgiving

youthegolddiggermentalitybutwhatI'msayingis,

Idon'twantmydaughterstobebobthebuilders



henceIsentya'lltoschool.Getsomeoneonyour

levelorabove.

Mbali:Ihearyou…Ihaveanotherthingtotellyou

beforeyougettomeetmyfiancée.

Mazwakhe:Ihopeit'snotpregnancy,I'mnotready

togotojailforkillingsomeone.

Mbalichucklesfeelingguiltyoftheabortion.

Mbali:It'snotthat.HeisnotaSouthAfrican.

Mazwakhe:Whatishe?

Mbali:ANigerianman.

HedropstheforkandknifeonhisplateandMbali

jumpsabit.Thatreactionsaysitall,he'snothappy.

Mazwakhe:Mbali!!

Mbali:Ilovehimbaba,heisagoodguyandtreats



mewithrespect.

Mazwakhe:Yourintentionlatelyistodisappointme,

neh?

Mbali:Nobaba,Idon'tunderstandwhyyouthink

thatwaybecauseheisalsoahumanbeinglikeus.

Mazwakhe:Didyouhearmesayingheisn't?

Shekeepsquiet,there'salimitshecantakeher

fatheronandithasnowexpired.

Mazwakhe:Everydaywereadabouthowgirlsare

trafficked,turnedsexslavesordrugsmules,

marriedforcitizenship,killedbythesepeople.Not

solongago,yourbrotherNhloniphogothimself

involvedwiththemandtheytookmytaxi,notonly

thatbutshotandkilledmydriver.

Nowyouexpectmetosithere,smileandbehappy

thatyouaredatingthosepeople?Iamnot

xenophobicbutIhatehowtheyleadtheirlifestylein



SouthAfrica.SoforgivemeMbali,owakoMaziya

umntwanaasozeayamukelale…(Iwillnotaccept

this).

Hereachesforhiswalletandtakesoutlotsof

money,puttingitonthetableandpushinghischair

up.

Mazwakhe:I'llaskoneofthedriverstosendmea

car,I'velostmyappetite.

Shenodstryingtocontrolhertears,thisisgoingto

beverydifficult,shecanfeelitbutsheisnotgiving

upwithoutafight.Shehassacrificedalotalready

topleaseherparents,thistime,sheisstandingher

ground.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA



Shedidlaundryandnowsheispackingherclothes

intoherclosetwhenshenoticesthatsomeofthem

aremovedandnotplacedthewaysheplacedthem.

Sanelisiwe:Imihlolayamikele!

Shecontinueswithpackingandhearsthecar

drivingin,theyarebackalready?Nadiacallsforher

fromthekitchen.

Nadia:I'mbackandbroughtyousometakeaways.

Sanelisiwe:Ohthankyou;Iwasabouttoorder

already.WhereisPhakamani?

Nadia:Hecouldn'tdriveinbecausehisdadcalled

needingthecarsohehadtorushthereandgiveit

tohim.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,didyouhavefunthough?

Nadia:Idid,youwereright,heisacoolgent.

Sanelisiwe:Hereallyis.



Nadia:Yougood?

Sanelisiwe:Yeah,justdisturbedabit…

Nadia:Bywhat?

Sanelisiwe:Didyouperhapsgointomy

bedroom/closetthepastfewdays?

Nadia:No;ImeanwhywouldIgotherebecause

yourbedroomislikeasacredplaceyousharewith

yourhusband?

Sanelisiwe:Nevermind,I'mprobablyseeingthings.

Deepdownsheknowssheisnot,thatisnothow

sheleftherwardrobelike.Butforpeacesake,she

decidestodropit.

Sanelisiwe:Tellmeaboutyourdate,whatdidy'all

getuptoorspeakabout?

Nadia:(smiling)goshwheredoIbegin?Itwasso

amazing,thatguyisintelligenthey…..



THABISILE

Herfeetarenowhurtingfromalltheshoppingthey

didwithKhethelo.Asmuchasshecanaffordher

ownthings,sheboughtmostlyhomestufffor

Khethelo'snewplaceandnowthattheyhave

finisheddecoratingtheplacewithit;shefeels

happyandproud.

Khethelo:Ilovethesecurtainsmama,theysure

brightenupmybedroom.ThankyouGwabini…

Thabisile:Youarewelcomebaby,Iloveyourtaste

whenitcomestothebedding.

Khethelo:(smiling)Yousurelygotitfrommy

momma!

Thabisile:That'sright!Ohthat'sabeautifulpicture

there!



ShesayspickinguptheframepictureofKhethelo

andMandisasmilingbeautifullyateachotherwith

theirforeheadslockedtoeachother.

Khethelo:Ohyeahthat'smygirlfriend…

Thabisile:Mhmyourgirl-friendisbeautiful,maybe

shecanbemydaughterinlawanddatemyson

becauseubulawaukushimalowo.

Khethelo:(chuckling)Nomama,Girlfriendasinme

andheraredating.

Beforesheknowsit,thepicturedropsontheground

andtheframebreaksintopieces.Shequickly

kneelsdowntryingtopickuptheglasspiecesbut

endsuphurtingherself.

Thabisile:ouch!

Khethelo:I'msorrymamaletmesee…

Thabisile:NoI'llbefine,it'sasmallcut..



Khethelo:Youarebleedingletme…

Thabisile:IsaidI'mfine,Geez!

ShepushesheroutofthewayandKhethelo

stumblesonherfeettryingtofindabalanceand

notfall.Amomentofsilencefillstheroominthat

awkwardness.Khethelotearsupandrubsherface..

Khethelo:Iamsorrymama,pleasesaysomething.

Thabisilewalksoutofthebedroomstraighttothe

kitchenwheresheleftherhandbagat.Shegrabsit

andwalksoutoftheflattohercar…

Tobecontinued…
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CHAPTER20

KHETHELO

Hermother'sreactionhurtheralot,she

understandsthatmaybethewayshedroppedthe

newswasn'tappropriatebutshedidn'thavetoreact

likethat.

Thewayshelookedatherasifshe'sthemost

disgustingthingintheworldiswhat'stroublingher.

Nowsheisrockingherselfbackandforthtryingto

calmhernervesdown.Alreadyshetextedher

sisterstocomeseehersothatshecantellthemas

wellbeforetheyhearthenewsfromthestreets.

ForsureMazwakhealreadyknowswhat's

happeningbecausehermotherisquicktosnitch

whichmadeherfathertobemorehardonherthe

wayhehasbeen.



Shepicksherphoneup,rubbingherneckand

avoidingtheurgetograbthatwinebottleandgulpit

downherthroat.Hermother'sphoneringsfromthe

othersideafterdialinghernumber.

Khethelo:Mom,hello?

Shesaysassoonasshepicksitup.

Thabisile:Khethelo…

Khethelo:I..urhm,justwantedtocheckhowdidyou

go?Didyougethomesafely?

Thabisile:YesandIjustattendedtothecutfrom

myfinger.

Khethelo:Mom,Iamsorry.Canwepleasetalk?

Thabisile:Iwouldratherwedon't.

Khethelo:Mangiyakucela(momplease)



Hervoiceisbreakingatthispointasshe'sdoingall

shecantonotbreakdown.Thelumponherthroat

isn'tmakingitanyeasierforher.

Thabisile:Khethelo,Idon'tknowwhat'stheretotalk

about.ImeanyoutoldmeandIhaveheardyou.

Khethelo:Kanjalonje?(that'sit?)

Thabisile:Istheresomethingelsemaybe?

Khethelo:Urhmno,Ijust…

Thabisile:Ifthere'snothingelsethenpleasehang

up,Iwanttostartcooking…

Shecovershermouthwithherhandanddropsthe

callcrushingdownonthefloornexttothecouch.

Thistimeshejustletitalloutwithoutholdingit

back.Hersistersarriveonceandcallhertoopen

thegate.

Thatgetsherupandquicklyrunstothebathroom



towashherfacewhilewaitingforthemtomake

theirwayuphere.Shehearsthemchattingupa

stormfromthepassagetoherdoorandknocks

secondslater.

Sheopensthedoorforthemandtheirsmilesdrop.

Khethelo:Heyguys;pleasecomein.

Nosipho:Mntase,wereyoucrying?

Khethelo:Iwillbefine,pleasemakeyourself

comfortableguysI'llbringsnacksandsomewine.

Theyaregivingherquestionablelooksastheygoto

sitonthecouches.Shebringseverythingtheycan

bingeonandjoinsthem.

Mbali:Okaysisyouarescaringmenow,has

someonedied?

Khethelo:Nonotreally.Ihavesomethingtotellyou



guysofwhichIbelieveIshouldhavelongdone.I

amgayanddatingMandisa…

Nosipho:OMGthisissocute!Iwasjustlookingat

yourWhatsAppstatusestheotherdayandsaidto

myselfthesetwoloveeachother.AndIwasonly

referringtoyourfriendshipnotknowingthatyou

actuallyareinlove.Iamsohappyforyou.

Khethelo:ThankyouNosi,it'sbeen2yearsalready.

Nosipho:Salaninishadaplease!ImeanIgetyou

wenaKhethy,menaredisappointmentswebetter

offdatingeachother.

Khethelo:Mbali?

Mbali:UrhmsorryIamhavingalotonmymind.I

tolddadmyfiancéeisaNigerianmanandhelostit.

Nosipho:(rollinghereyes)Didyouhearwhat

Khethelojusttoldus?

Mbali:Ididandhonestlythiswholethingisjust

confusingforme.Khethelo,didn'tyouatsome

pointinyourlifedatedaman?Sincewhendidyou

realizethatyouaregayorit'sthisjustforvibes?



Nosipho:AiwenaMsfakevirgin!Watchyourmouth!

Khethelo:Nosiphoit'sokay…

Nosipho:Noit'snot,usilelo!Igetthatshehas

questionsbutwuuhthewayyouareaskingthemis

verydisrespectfulandsosadbecauseKhethelo

coveredyourshenanigansinadaybroadlight!The

leastyoucandoislistentoherandsupporther

insteadofmakingeverythingaboutyou!

Mbali:Ididn'tknowIwasmakingthisaboutmeor

wasn'tallowedtoaskquestions.I'msorryfor

intrudingsoI'lljustkeepquiet.

Khethelo:Guys,there'sreallynoneedforustofight.

Mbali,thisisnotapeerpressurephaseoranything

likethat.Ihavealwaysbeenattractedtowomen,

butIdidn'tunderstandwhatwashappeningtome.

AttimesIwouldfindmyselfstaringatthemfora

longtimeadmiringthem,atfirstIthoughtitwas



lustanddemonicbutthenasyearswentbyand

spendingsomuchtimewithMandisamademe

realizethatIactuallyloveher,notasafriend.

Mbali:Sowhenya'llaredoingthenasty(sex)who's

theman/female?

Khethelo:Wearebothgirlsandit'sagiveandtake

situation…

Nosipho:Okay,intheLGBTIgang,whatareyour

pronunciations?

Khethelo:she/her.

Nosipho:OkaysisIneededtounderstandbecause

there'sbutchesandsoon

Khethelo:No,Idon'thavetodresslikeaboynoram

Iattractedtogirlsdressinglikemen.

Mbali:IguessIhavealotoflearningtodowhenit

comestosamesexrelationship.HoweverIamnot

stereotypicaltowardsit,Iwelcomeitandwishyou

guysallthebest.

Khethelo:ThankyouMbali,andyouNosipho.It



reallymeansalottohearthisfromyouguys.

Nosipho:(brushingKhethelo'shand)Wegotyousis.

Khethelosmilesrelievedasshefeelstheweight

that'sbeenonhershouldersbeingliftedup.

Khethelo:Sowhatareyougoingtodowithdad's

issueaboutEbuka?

Mbali:Iamgoingtogivehimtimetodigestthe

newswhileEbukadealswiththeissueofhis

brotherbeingshot.

Nosipho:Hisbrotherwasshot?

Mbali:Yes,hesaysit'ssomerivalryshit.After

everythinghasclearedandcalmeddown,weare

goingtoresumeplanningformyweddingand

Ebukawillpayadowryforme.

Khethelo:Ireallyhopeeverythinggoeswell.Hey,I

stillhavetocomecleantohimaswellandafter



howmymotherreacted,Iamscaredtothinkofhis

reaction.

Nosipho:Hemightnotbethatdifficulthey,ashe

usuallysay"ungumafungwasewakhe".Hewill

comearound.It'shightimeweteachtheseparents

thatyesweloveandappreciatethemforraisingus

andeverythingtheyhavedoneforusbutthat

doesn'tmeanwearegoingtoliveundertheir

shadowforever.

Weareadultswhohavedifferentlivestolead,all

weneedistheirsupportnotJudgment.

Khethelo:Iwishitwasreallythateasy,andyou

Nosipho,whenarewemeetingyourman?

Nosipholaughsoutloudandchewstheicefrom

theglass…

Nosipho:childwhichman?IamsingleAF!



Khethelo:Youlie;lasttimeyouhadyourhead

snuggledonsomeone'sshoulderonyour

WhatsAppstatus?

Nosipho:Itendedintearschile!NowIhaveseen

someoneIreallylikebuthe'sinarelationshipand

won'tevenlookatmydirection.

Mbali:Wellyouknowwhattheysay,"thereisn't

reallyasinglemanoutthere,findyourselfanice

coupleandsettledownwiththem".Gogetyourman

girl.

Nosipho:Imightjustdothat.

Khethelo:BeCarefulnottosetyourselfupfora

heartbreak.Whatifthatmanchowsyouandgoes

backtohisgirlfriend?Anyways,let'sgoout…

Mbali:I'msorrysisIwillhavetomissthat.I

promisedmomthatIamgoingtohelpherwith

worktonight.Nexttime?

Khethelo:Noproblem,Iunderstand.Nosi?



Nosipho:I'mgameaslongasyouaregoingto

allowmetochooseanoutfitfromyourwardrobe

becauseIdidn'tplanasleepover.

Khethelo:Noproblem…

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

MazwakheishomeandtalkingtoNhlonipho.She

wishestobeaflyandlistentotheirconversation

buttheyaretalkingsolowandgoodthingishe's

notshouting.

Asmuchithurtedhertoseethosebruiseson

Nhlonipho'sbodybutsheunderstoodthat

Mazwakhehadtodisciplinehimsothathelearnsa

hardlessonfromhisactions.Betterafewpunches

fromhisfatherthangoingtoprisonorendingupin

acoffin.

HefeelsMazwakhe'sarmsonherwaistandher



heartdoesivosho.Aftersomanyyearsofbeing

together,hestillhasthiseffectonherandit's

amazing.

Nokubonga:Whendidyougetinhere?

Mazwakhe:Now,whatareyoumaking?

Heisalreadyopeningpotsandtriestotakeapiece

ofmeatbutshepullshishandback.

Nokubonga:Iammakingyourfavoriteandit's

almostready.Yourdaughtertextedandsaidsheis

spendingthenightwithKhethelotonight.SoI

guessit'sjustthe3ofus.

Mazwakhe:Actuallytwo,Nhloniphoisgoingout

withPhakamaniaswell,hecalledhimwhenwe

weretalking.Ithinktheyareallgoingoutas

siblings.

Nokubonga:Ohthat'snice,Iloveitwhentheyhang

outtogetherasafamily.



Mazwakhepullsherclosertohim,shewrapsher

handsaroundhisneck.

Mazwakhe:Iloveitwhenwehavethehouseto

ourselvestodowhateverwelike.

Nokubonga:(blushing)Youaresonaughty…

Mazwakhe:Thankyouforbeingagoodwifeand

mother.Ifitwasn'tforyou,Iwouldbecrackingmy

headnowtryingtofigureoutthemysteryaboutmy

taxi.

Nokubonga:ThankPhakamani,heistheonewho

broughtittomyattention.Youraisedamaninthat

boyMaziya.

Mazwakhe:IknowhenceIwanthimastheheadof

myassets…

Urhm,okay!



NADIA

Sheishomealone,again!Sanelisiweisoutwith

Nonhlanhlaonsomebuddybuddythingy.Howshe

isfriendswithhersisterwifepuzzlesherbuthey,

eachtotheirown.

SheviewsPhakamani'sstatusandseesthatthey

areatsomeclubandit'savibe.Heisatotalsnack

andsuremakescuteassbabiesthisone.Shegoes

toPhakamani'scontactandstartstyping.

Nadia:(typing)HowcomeIdidn'tgetaninvite?

Phakamani:(typing)I'msorry,nexttime.

Nadia:(typing)Isittoolatetocome?

Phakamani:(typing)Notreally…

Nadia:(typing)Okay,givemeafewminutes..



ShelogsoffWhatsAppandhitstheshowerquickly,

busyimaginingherdrunkselfgettingitonwith

Phakamaniandgetswet.Shewantshimbetween

herlegsandshemustgethimtonight.

Aftershower,sheappliesthelotiononherbody,

doesmake-upandchecksonherclothesforan

outfittowearbutnothinggivesherthatvavavoom

shewants.Thenhermindremindsherofthatwhite

shortjumpsuitshesawinSanelisiwe'sclosetthe

otherday.

Shewalkstoherbedroomandtriesopeningthe

doorbutrealisesitislocked.Ohwow!Sincewhen

doesshelockherdoorwhenleaving?Isthishow

shecommunicatesafterthatquestiontheotherday?

Wow!Justwow!Hermoodleveldropstozero,she

textsPhakamanithatshe'snolongercomingand



switchesoffhercellular.Shegoestothefridgeand

takesthe4packofSavannahleftandheadstothe

bedroomshe'susingandstartsdrinkingwhile

goingthroughpeople'sWhatsAppstatuses.

EBUKA

It'sbeenatoughandlongdayforhim,heisstill

shockedhowhisbrotherwasabletodothisand

makesitlooksoeasy.Thewayheissodrainedand

tired,allhewantstodoisgohome,shower,talkto

hiswomanandsleep.

Speakingofhiswoman,hecannotwaittospend

somequalitytimewithherthiscomingweekend.

HemakesastopataclubTonylovesandhassome

sharesinjusttocheckhoweverythingisgoing.

Hiseyeswanderaroundlookingatthepeople

havingfunanddancing.Hemakeshiswaytothe



barandsitsonthestoolsthere…

Waiter:Heyboss,whatcanwegetyou?

Ebuka:JustoneglassofHeineken,Iwon'tstaylong

andI'mdriving.

Waiter:comingrightup;andweheardaboutwhat

happenedtoyourbrother,wehopeherecovers.

Ebuka:Thanksmyman,Ihopesotoo.

Thewaiterattendstohisorderashescrolls

throughthepicturesMbalisentsmilingalonewhen

hehearsafamiliarvoicenearby.

"CanIpleasehavetwobottlesofMoèt,2litersof

sweepersand1HennessyVSOPwithsome

cigarettes?"

Heliftshisheadandrealisesit'sNosiphomaking

theorder.Shelooksathisdirection,theireyeslock,



shesmilesandwavesathim,hewavesback….

Tobecontinued

(Please,afterreadingandcommentingonour

insert,let'svoteforLilithaonthelinkiprovidedon

previouspostplease )
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CHAPTER21

NOSIPHO

Whentheytalkaboutsignalsandsignstheymean

this.ImeanhowcomeisEbukaheretonight,alone

andlookingthisgood?Shewalksuptohimand

standsnexttohim.



Nosipho:Hi.

Ebuka:Hi…

Nosipho:Greattoseeyouheretonight.Areyou

alone?

Ebuka:YesandI'mnotstaying.Andyou?

Nosipho:Iamwithmysiblings,justhavingfun.

UnfortunatelyMbalicouldn'tjoinus.

Ebuka:Isee,wellenjoy,thisroundisonme.

Nosipho:Areyouserious?

Ebuka:Yes.

Nosipho:Wow,Ishouldbumpintoyoumoreoften.

ThankyouEbuka.

Ebuka:Youarewelcome,passmygreetingstoyour

family.

Hegrabshiskeys,phoneandbeeandentersadoor

notfarfromwheretheywereat.Shesmilesand

carriesthedrinksbacktothetable.



Phakamani:Whopaidforthosethingsbecausemy

carddidn'tnotifymeofmoneygoingout?

Nosipho:AgoodSamaritandidandaskedusto

enjoy,nowlet'sparty!!

Ebukaisagoodmanandverygenerous,Mbali

reallyscoredhere.Butisshereallywillingtodothat

toherownsister?Phewno,sheshakesherhead.

Sheneedstomovefromthissillycrushshehasfor

hersister'sboyfriend,itwon'tendwell.

THABISILE

Thefoodisreadyandsmellsreallydevine.She

finisheddressingupandMbaliishelpingwith

settingupthetable.Shefinishesthetouchupby

applyingherfavoriteperfumeonandwalksoutto

welcomeherguests.Herpastor'sfamilyinvitedfor



lunchtonight.

Shefeelslikeherhousehasbeenthroughsomuch

afterMbali'sceremonyitneedsprayers.It'sagood

thingMazwakheisnothere,heisnotreallya

spiritualpersonsohewasgoingtomakethis

dinnerveryuncomfortablewithhisquestions.

Thabisile:MaMfundisiandPastor,pleasehavea

seatandfeelathome.

Thepastor'swife,whoisthesameageasher

namedPhathu,grabsachairandsitsnexttoher

husband,Mulalo.BothofthemarefromVendabut

relocatedtoKZNalongtimeago.Theyareworking

andrunningtheirministrytogether.

Phathu:YoureallyhaveabeautifulhomesisterT,I

lovethedecorandhowwarmitis.

Thabisile:Thankyoufirstlady,youknowinterior



decorwasgoingtobemysecondcareerchoiceif

thisoneIamcurrentlyatdidn'tworkout.

Mulalo:IamseeingMbali,whereareyourother

children?

Thabisile:Khethelomovedoutawhileago,sheis

nowrentingherownspace,Phakamaniisoutwith

hisbrother.

Phathu:Whydidyouallowhertomoveout?I

thoughtyouandyourhusbandhadthisunder

control…

Thabisile:Well,itwastimeforhertostandon

herselfandbeindependent.

Phathu:Ifyousayso.Anyways,wehavegreat

news…

Thabisile:(takingasipfromherjuice)Dotell.

Phathu:(smilingatherhusband)Vutshiloisdone

withhisstudiesinCubaandislookingintoopening

hisownpracticearoundDurban.Hetoldusthathe



islookingtosettledownassoonashearrivesfrom

SouthAfrica.

Thabisile:That'sgreatnews,Iamsohappyforyou.

Phathu:Thankyoulove,youknowhowresponsible

andreservedoursonis.Sinceheaskedustoassist

himinfindingawife,wesawnoonefitotherthan

yourdaughter,Khethelo.

Thabisilenearlychokesonherjuicebutkeepsit

cool.

Thabisile:Khethelo?

Phathu:Yes,sheisalovelygirlandvery

responsible.Shewouldmakeagreatwifeforour

son.Rightlove?

Mulalo:Definitely,sheisalsoeducatedandcan

helphimmanagethemoneytheywillmakefrom

thesurgerythattheywillopentogether.



Mbaliishittingtheplatewithherspoonmorethan

sheshouldandThabisilereadsbetweenthelines.

Shegetsupfromherchairwithafakesmile

plasteredonherface.

Thabisile:Pleaseexcuseusamoment,Mbali,help

mewithdessertplease.

ShewalkstothekitchenandMbaliisfollowingin

herfootsteps.

Thabisile:What'sthatabout?Whymakenoisewhen

eldersaretalking?

Mbali:Mom,pleasestopthismadnessimmediately!

Khetheloisinarelationshipandhappy!

Thabisile:shhh,shutup!Whatiswrongwithyou?

Howcanyoucallthatdemonicactarelationship?

Mbaliraiseshereyebrowswithherhandsfolded.



Mbali:Demonic?Whereasyouareatapolygamous

marriage?Momplease!

Thabisile:Mbali….

Mbali:Stayingheretonightwasamistake,I'm

leaving!

ShestormsoutandThabisilemassagesherhead

tryingtocalmdown,shegotthis.Seewhyherhouse

needsprayers?

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

TheoutingwithNonhlanhlawassomethingshe

neededandtheylettheirhairdownanddanced.

Nowtheyarebalancingwitheachother'selbows

goingtothecartheyareusingtoNonhlanhla's

house.

Nonhlanhla:Icannotbelievewegotsodrunk,girl



youknowhowtoturnup!

Sanelisiwe:It'sbeenawhileandIenjoyedit.Didyou

seehowthosemenweresbwlingus?

Nonhlanhla:Yey,ignoringtheringsonourfingers.

MazwakhewillkillpeopleIswear.

Sanelisiwe:Hahahasaythatagain.Ineedtotext

mynieceandinformherI'mnotcomingback.

Nonhlanhla:Whenissheleavingvele?

Sanelisiwe:Idon'tknow,sheiswelcometostayfor

aslongasshewantsto.

Nonhlanhla:She'sgivingmeweirdvibes,Iamnot

comfortablewithheraround.Howisshewhen

Mazwakheisatyourplace?

Sanelisiwe:ReallynowNhla?She'sjustakid.

Nonhlanhla:Withwanderingeyes,youneedtobe

carefulbeforeshebecomeswifenumber5.

Sanelisiwe:Sayssomeonewhobecamenumber4…



Nonhlanhla:AtleastI'mnotyourfamilyandIdidn't

betrayanyone'strust.

Sanelisiwe:Youarewild,canwegethomealready

soIcankissthelittleman?

Nonhlanhla:Whenareyoumakingyours?

Sanelisiwe:Nextyear…

Nonhlanhla:Youhavebeensingingthatsong…

MAZWAKHE

HedrivesintothehouseheshareswithSanelisiwe

andwalkstothekitchenwhereNadiaishaving

breakfast.

Mazwakhe:Goodmorning…

Nadia:MorningSbari,howareyou?

Mazwakhe:Tired,isyourAuntback?



Nadia:Notyet.

Mazwakhe:Okay,I'mgoingtochangeandstepout.

I'llseeyouguyslater.

Nadia:Sure…

Heproceedstotheirbedroomandisshockedwhen

hediscoversthattheirbedroomislocked.Thathas

neverhappenedbefore.Hetakesouthisphoneand

callsher.

Sanelisiwe:I'malmosttherelove,giveme5minutes.

Heendsthecallandreturnsbacktothekitchen.

Mazwakhe:Howareyoufindingthenewprovince?

Haveyoumadeanyfriends?

Nadia:Besidesyourson,Ireallyhaven'tmetalotof

people.Asfortheplace,it'sreallycoolbutitgets

lonelywhenSanegoestowork.



Mazwakhe:I'mgladyouareenjoyingtheplace,you

shouldcontactmydaughtersandhangaroundwith

them.I'msureyouguyswillhavefunsinceyouare

ofthesameage.

Nadia:WellIdon'tknowbutI'lltry.Onlyifyouand

Sanehadachild,Iwouldbebabysittingrightnow.

Mazwakhe:Wellsoon,maybeifyoustickaroundfor

longeryoumight.

Nadia:HowwhenShe'sonafamilypillmethod?

Mazwakhe:Sorrywhat?

Nadia:It'sweirdthatshewasabletofallpregnant

andabortedthebabybutrefusestoconceivefor

umyeniwakhewezinkomo?(Herlegalhusband?)



Mazwakhekeepsquietashetriestodigestwhathe

justheard.Sanelisiwewalksinrightaboutthat

momentandgreetsthem.Shekisseshimand

complainsaboutaheadache.

Mazwakhe:Angithiyouguysweredrinkinglike

fisheslastnight,Isawyourvideos.

Sanelisiwehidesherfaceonhischest,Mazwakhe

looksatNadiawhohasthisuglysmirkonherface.

Mazwakhe:Baby,whenisNadiagoingbackto

Joburg?

Nadiaspitsoutherjuiceinshockandstarts

coughingasthatcameoutunexpectedly….

Tobecontinued…



(Pleasedocomment )
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SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

ShelooksatMazwakhewithconfusion.What

happenedwhenshewasnothere.

Sanelisiwe:Whydoyouaskforlove?Istherea

problem?

Nadia:NoAuntythereisn't.IwasjusttellingSbari

herehowmuchImisshomeandall.

Sanelisiwe:Ohwokay,Ididn'tknowyouwantedto

goback.Youcangowheneveryouwant.

Mazwakhe:Todaywouldactuallybegreat.



Hesaysthatandwalksaway,Sanelisiweisnow

convincedthatsomethingdefinitelyhappenedhere.

ShefollowsMazwakheandunlocksthebedroom.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,Ineedyoutotellmewhatwas

thatabout?

Mazwakhe:ThatchildisasnakeandIwantherout

ofmyhousethisminute!

Sanelisiwe:Whathappened?

Mazwakhe:Sincewhenareyoulockingour

bedroom?

Sanelisiwe:WellIsuspectedthatshewasgoing

throughmythingsso…

Mazwakhe:Exactly!Whodoesthat?Shetoldme

thatyoudon'twanttohavemykidsasamarried

womanbuthadanabortion.

Sanelisiwe:What!?



Mazwakhe:ImaginewhatwasgoingtohappenifI

didn'tknowthat?AndwhatisitthatI'mhearingyou

beingonthepill?Didn'tyousayyouarestopping

them?

Sanelisiwe:IdidbutthenIgotcoldfeet,Iamnot

readyMazwakhe.

Mazwakhe:Youcouldhavetoldme,Ihavenever

pressuredyoutofallpregnant.

Sanelisiwe:Iknowandthat'sthereasonwhyIlove

yousomuch…

Mazwakhe:Secretsaren'thealthyandarecipefor

disaster.Wepromisedeachotheropen

communication.

Sanelisiwewrapsherselfaroundhimsnugglingon

hischest.

Sanelisiwe:Iamsorry…

Mazwakhe:It'sokay,getthischildoutofmyhouse.



Hechangeshisclothesandkissesherleaving.

SanelisiwebadgesinsidetheroomNadiais

occupying.

Sanelisiwe:Howcouldyou?YaziIcan'tbelieveI

failedtoseeyouthroughwhateveryonehasbeen

sayingaboutyou!

Nadiarollshereyesandcontinuestopacksilently.

Sanelisiwe:Iwilltransferyoumoneytobook

yourselfaticketandIwillcallyourfatherandtell

himaboutthis.

Nadia:Likeyouhavealwaysdone!Youseewhywe

willnevergetalong?Youuseeveryopportunityto

turnmeagainstmyownfamily!

It'sfineSanelisiwe,staywithyourhusband,Idon't



knowifyouseewhatheistryingtodo.Separating

youfromyourownfamilysothatyouwon'thave

anyonetocrytowhenheabusesyou.

Sanelisiwe:(laughing)Abusesme?Thischild,

pleasehurryandgetoutofmyhouse!

NadiachucklesbitterlyandSanelisiwetuckthe

moneyinhertoppushingheroutofherhouse.

Imaginethenerve!Sheshouldhaveknownthata

leopardneverchangesitsspot.

Shethoughtnowasagrownupshechangedher

wayskantilutho,she'sworsethanbefore!

EBUKA

HelooksatMbalisleepingandbrushesherface

softly.Lastnightshesurprisedhimbypullingupon



hisdoorandtheyspentthenighttogether.Itwasa

greatnight,besidestheintimatepart,shemissed

havinghernexttohim.

Hekisseshernoseandeyes,shesmiles.

Ebuka:Goodmorning…

Mbali:It'smorningalready?HowareYoubaby?

Ebuka:I'mgoodmylove,didyousleepwell?

Mbali:Idid,it'sallthankstoyou.

Heblushesandherphoneflashesfromthebedside

table.Ebukapassesitovertoher,it'shermother.

Shelooksatitandignoresthecall,shovingitunder

thepillow.

Ebuka:Won'tyouanswerthat?

Mbali:No;breakfastinbed?



Sheaskswithanaughtysmilereachingforhisdick

buthestopsher.

Ebuka:Wait,let'stalk.

Mbali:What'swrong?

Ebuka:Idon'tknowwhathappenedbetweenyou

andyourmotherbutIwon'tencourageyouto

disrespectyourfamilyinmypresenceespeciallyfor

me.

Mbali:Butmymotherisahypocrite…

Ebuka:Youareevenluckyyouhaveamother,howI

wishminewasstillalive.Iwouldworshipthe

groundshewalkson.Iunderstandthatparentscan

bealotsometimesbutshe'sstillyourmother.Don't

everthinkyouareimpressingmebydisrespecting

herbecauseit'sactuallytheopposite.

Answerthatcallandhearwhatshehastosay.At

theendofthedaywewillwantblessingsfromthem



forourmarriage.Doyouthinkwe'llgetthemwith

therateyouaregoing?

Shelooksdownembarrassedandbiteherlips.He

liftsherheadupandkissesher.

Ebuka:I'llshowerandprepareussomebreakfast.

Don'tmove..

Mbali:(smiling)Okay…

NOSIPHO

Hangoverisdealingwithhersobadlyandsheis

vowingtoneverdrinkagain!That'salietohelpher

copebecausesheknowsthatsoon,shewillbeon

thatbottleagainsinging"monatempolaye"

Comingoutfromthecoldshower,shefinds

Khethelomakingbreakfastandlookingfreshasif



shewasn'tdrunklastnight.

Khethelo:Morningsis,areyoufeelinganybetter?

Nosipho:I'lllive,wheredoyougettheenergyfrom?

Khethelo:WellIdrinkmyalcoholwithwaterand

thismorningIwenttojog.Iamfreshasahorse.

Nosipho:Ienvyyou.Thislooksnice,thankyou.

Khethelo:Pleasure,Ineedtogohome,momasked

toseeme.Ithinkshewantsustotalkaboutmy

relationshipwithMandisa.

Nosipho:Ohthatwouldbegreat,I'llbecrossing

fingersforyousis.

Khethelo:AndprayformetoobecauseIdon'tknow

howyourfatherwilltakethis.

Nosipho:Mayayoushouldwritehimaletterorlong

assWhatsAppparagraphexplaining.

Khethelo:Neh?Itwouldbebetterthanlookinghim

intheeyesandtellinghimI'mdatinganother



woman.

Nosipho:Exactlymypoint.

Khethelo:Letmegochangeandhittheroad,ohand

aboutwhatMbalisaid?Youarewaytoobeautifulto

settlebeingsecondbest.Don'tdothatto

yourself,youdeservesomuchbetter.

Nosiphonods,feelingemotionalandguilty.Whenis

this"better"makingitswaytoherkanti?She'sbeen

waiting!!

Shegrabsherphoneandunlocksit,underPlaystore,

shedownloadsTinderplatinum.Thisisherlast

chanceinfindingamanandtruelove.Ifshefails

thenstreetsarewhereshebelongsandwhereshe

willbeat.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA



ShegoestoNhlonipho'sbedroomandenters

withoutknocking,pullinghisbedcoversoffhimand

openingwindows.

Nhlonipho:Yohmama!Useriousvele?

Nokubonga:"nyweemama"yani?Didyouseewhat

timeitis?

Nhlonipho:It'sSaturday.

Nokubonga:So?Doesitmeanyouhavetosleep

until5o'clock?

Nhlonipho:It's5pmnow?

Nokubonga:No,it'shalfpast12butthat'sbesides

thepoint.Tellme,whatisyourplanandfuture

aboutlifeingeneral?

Nhlonipho:Ifthisisaboutthetaxiandgambling….

Nokubonga:ItisaboutthatNhlonipho!Youare

actingsochildishandverylazy!Nowonder

Mazwakhewon'tmakeyoutheheadofthefamily



becausehefearsyouaregoingtodrinkorgamble

hishardlaboraway!

Nhlonipho:Yoohyoujustmademyheadhurttwice

thanitalreadywas.Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Nokubonga:Growup,beamanandfightforyour

positioninthisfamilybeforeyoufindyourselfinthe

streetsorasaspectator!

Sheclickshertongueandleavestheroombanging

thedoorbehindher.

NADIA

It'salmost8pmnowandshe'skakdrunk.Whenshe

leftSanelisiwe'shouse,shebookedintoacheap

hotelforafewhourswhileshethoughtofawayout

andhernextmove.Nowshe'satthisbardrinking

hersorrowsaway.



SheisdiallingKhakamanisnumberwhilecryingon

theside.Hepicksupaftertryinghimforthesecond

time.

Phakamani:Nadia?

Nadia:(crying)Phakamanipleasehelpme..

Phakamani:Whatisit?Areyoualright?

Nadia:No,yourfatherandhiswifekickedmeout

andnowI'mstranded.

Phakamani:Kickedyouout?Atthistime?What

happened?

Nadia:It'salongstory,Iamsorrytobotheryoubut

Ireallydon'tknowwheretogoandIdon'tevenhave

enoughmoneytobookintoahotel.Igotaliftand

thisguycamewithmetothisclubandstarted

buyingmedrinks.Nowhewantstogowithmeand

Idon'twantthat.



Phakamani:(sighs)Okaysendmealocationandtry

tobesafe,I'llbethereshortly.

Nadia:Okay,I'mreallysorryfortheinconvenience.

Sheendsthecallandsmilesalone,shequickly

sendsthelocationandlogsoffWhatsApp.

Nadia:Barman,anotherroundplease!!

Tobecontinued….

(pleasedocomment )
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CHAPTER23

THABISILE



Forthefirsttimeever,heisnervousabouttalkingto

herchildren,soshedecidedtomaketimeandtalk

tobothherdaughtersbutmostlyKhethelo.Apartof

herreallywantstounderstandandgiveshera

chancetoexplainherself.

Phakamanipassesbysmellingperfumesasifhe

justbathedwithitandshecoughsmore

dramaticallythansheshould.Thishasagirl

involvedbuthey,she'snotcomplaining,heisa

perfectagetobringagirlhome.

Thabisile:Kuyiwaphiebusuku?(whereareyou

goingsolate?)

Phakamani:OhIamgoingtoseeafriendsodinner

willmissme.

Thabisile:Isthat"friend"afemalemaybe?

Phakamani:Hahahamama,don'tbenoisyit'snot

cute.SeeyouwhenIcomeback.



Hekisseshercheeksandwalksoutofthehouse

leavinghershakingherheadandsmilingalone.

Kidsgrowupsofast,Imeanlookathowher

beautifulbabieshavegrowntostresshersomuch.

Shemissesthosedayswheresheusedtocarry

themonherbackandwatchesthemsleep.While

singingthemasong.

KhetheloandMbalijoinhershortlyaftercoming

fromtheirbedroomsandhelphersetupthetable.

Themoodisquiteintenseandawkward.

Thabisile:Iseeyouguyshadfunlastnight,your

statusesweregreat.

Shetriestobreaktheice…

Khethelo:Itwasawellneededfun,Ienjoyed

hangingoutwithmysiblings.



Thabisile:Interesting,erhmychildrenIactually

calledallofyouheresothatwecantalk.Iwantus

toengageeachother,relaxandhavefun.Beforewe

getstartedonit,KhetheloIwanttoapologizefor

howIreactedtothenewsofyoursexuality.

Iwasstillshockedbecauseyougrewupinfrontof

measacompletegirlwhodatedboysandmen.

NeverIimaginedeveninmywildestdreamyou

datinganotherlady.Whathappened,whatchanged?

Khethelo:Thankyouforthisopportunitymama,to

answeryou,Iamstillasanecompletegirl,theone

youareusedto.Thedifferenceisonlyinmy

feelings,yesIdatedguysbeforeIwastryingto

appearnormalandsuppresswhatIwasreally

feelinginsidewhichisattractiontootherwomen.

Datingthosemenwasverydifficult,Ihadtopretend

theentiretime.Mylastrelationshipwithamanwas

worsebecauseIhadtodrinkthingsjusttoget



arousedbyhistouch.Ifhehappenedtotouchme

sobermindedIcringed.

Hearingsuchfromherdaughtermakesherrealise

thatthisisdeeperthanshethinksittobebut

still…thereisthatgapinsideherthatrefusesto

acceptthisfully.Maybe,justmaybeit'saphase.

Sheneedstoprayaboutitandhopesthatitends

soon.

Thabisile:Ihearyou,letusprayanddigin.

NADIA

AnticipationofwaitingforPhakamaniisgettingthe

betterofher.Canhegetherealready?Sheisafraid

ofgettingtoodrunkandforgettingherscriptthat

sheprepared.



Atlonglasthearrivesandeasilyspotsherasshe

snapsherfingersforattention.Hewalksuptoher.

Lord,thismanishot,definitelythemanabovehad

histimewhenhecreatedhim,thewayheisso

smooth,NadiaisconvincedthattheLordwassober,

notevendrinkingwaterbutOros.

Nadia:Youhere…

Sheattackshimwithahugpretendingtobe

distraughtandhehugsherback.

Phakamani:IamsorryItooktoolong.Whereisthe

guysoIcanpayhimhismoney?

Nadia:Heleftafterthesecurityguardsthreatened

him.

Phakamani:Okay,areyougoodthough?

Nadia:Nowthatyouarehere,I'mfine.Thankyou

forpullingupwhenIneededyouto.



Phakamani:It'sokay,ImeanIhavesisterssoI

wouldhateforthemtobeinyourposition.What

happened?

Nadia:It'salongstory,butSaneaccusedmeof

wantingyourfather…

Phakamani:What?

Nadia:It'scrazyIfyouaskmebutit'sfine.Iam

goingtogobackandstayawayfromher.Clearly

shedoesn'tseetheneedtofixourrelationshipso

yeah,whatever.

Hekeepsquietandstaresintohereyes,ohoh,she

doesn'tlikethatlook.Whymusthebelikethis?He

clearlyisnotbuyingit.

Phakamani:Whereareyourbags?

Nadia:Thebarmankeptthemsafeforme,Ipaid

himR50todothat.



Phakamani:Gogetthem,let'sgo.

Nadia:Now?

Phakamani:Yes…

Nadia:Ohokay;wherearewegoing?

Phakamani:Ekhaya,youaretoshareabedroom

withMbalioruseKhethelo'sroom.

Hellno!What?Nono!!Hemustbookahotel!

Nadia:Asinlikeyourfather'shouse?

Phakamani:YesandtomorrowIwilldriveyouback

totheairportwhereIpickedyouupfrom.

Ifshesaysnoit'sgoingtobeverysuspicious,the

leastshecandonowisprayandhopethatthisman

goestoanotherwifenotPhakamani'smother.At

leasttonight.



Nadia:Okay,I'llgoaskformybags.

Phakamani:Cool…

MAZWAKHE

Heisdrivingfromhisendlessmeetingsbackhome

tiredandlookingforwardtoanicelongshower,

deliciouscookedmealandsomegreatsex.

Hiscarhitsapotholeandhehearshistyrebusts

andcursesunderhisbreathparkingontheother

sideoftheroadtocheckhowfarbackitis.

Hisannoyancegrowsrealquickwhenheseesthe

damagetohiscar,worstofitallhedoesn'teven

haveasparewheel.Hecallsoneofhisdriversto

bringhimasparewheelandsendsalocation.

Hegoesbacktohiscartowaitforhisdriversto



arriveandinformshiswifethatheisrunninglate

becauseofthisincidentthattookplace.

AfterthathewatchesYouTubevideosaboutthe

trendingecommercebusiness.Hewantstoventure

intothatbutbeforehedoes,heneedsenoughintel

aboutit.Brightlightsflashingbehindhiscar

distracthim,heputshisphoneinhispocketand

checkshisgunbeforesteppingoutofhiscartosee

who'sflashinglightsathim.

Aguydrivingthesamebrandashiscarisparked

behindhim,helooksyoung,dressedinasemi

formaloutfit.Fromhisgreetingshecantellthathe

isaNigerianandthatirkshimevenmore.Canhe

justpass,heisnotinthemood.

"whathappened"?Heask,concerned.

Mazwakhe:Aren'tthesebadroads?Ididn'tseethis



potholeandthesearetheresults

Him:Youmusthavebeenreallyspeedingbecause

thislooksbad.

Mazwakhe:Well,IhaveafamilytobewithsoyesI

wasrushingtothem.

Him:There'stwosparewheels,Iwillhelpyou

changethisone.

Mazwakhe:There'snoneed,mydriverisontheway.

Him:Iinsist,besidesit'snotsafehere.

Hewantstotellhimthatnoonecantryhimbut

endsupagreeing.Theguygoestohiscar,takes

offhisblazerandcomesbackwiththewheel.



Mazwakhehelpshimandissurprisedhowquickhe

makesthislooklike.Inabout5minutesheisdone

anddustinghispantsthatarenowdirtyandoily.

Mazwakhe:Thankyou,youreallyhelpedme.

Him:It'sapleasure,safetravelsbackhomeand

enjoyyoureveningsir.

Mazwakhe:Wait,youlookfamiliar,haveIseenyou

before?

Him:NotthatIknowoffsir…

Mazwakhe:What'syourname?

Him:Ebuka…

Mazwakhetriestorememberwhereheheardof

thatnamebuthismemoryfailshim.Atleastthere's

stillgoodonesfromthistribehedespisessomuch.

Heopenshiswalletandtakesoutacoupleofnotes.

Mazwakhe:WellEbuka,pleasehavethisandbuy



yourselfsomedrinksoryourgirlfriendsome

flowersifyouhaveany…

Hechucklessoftlyandacceptsit.

Ebuka:Iwilldefinitelydothatsir.Ishalltakemy

leavenow.

Hegoesbacktohiscaranddrivesaway,suchabig

carforayoungman.Hopefullyheboughtitwith

cleanmoney.Helookspoliteandhumble,maybe

theyaren'tallthatbad.

Hetextshisdrivertogobackandhittheaccelerator

continuingwithhisride.

Tobecontinued….

(We'llcontinuetomorrowloves,Ihaveaheadache

soIwanttosleepitoff.Ialmostdidn'twritethis



insertbutrememberedapromisemadeisa

promisetobekepthenceit'ssoshort.

Pleasedropyourcommentsaboutourinsertsafter

reading.)
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EBUKA

Thefirstthinghedoesassoonashegetshomeis

callMbali.Heissoexcitedandnervousatthesame

time.Thewayhisheartwasbeatingsofastwhen

herealizedthatitwasMbali'sfatherstrandedon

theroadwascrazy.Hedidhisbesttoremaincool

althoughhewasshakinginhisboots.

Mbali:Heylove…



Ebuka:Heybabe,yougood?

Mbali:I'malright,justmissingyou.What'sup?

Ebuka:Youwon'tbelievewhoIbumpedintotonight.

Mbali:Who?

Ebuka:Yourfather…

Mbali:Youlie!Whatdidhesay?

Ebuka:HehadaflattiresoIhelpedhimchangeit.I

wassonervous!

Mbali:Ohwow,howwashe?

Ebuka:Niceactually,heevengavememoneyasa

tokenofappreciationtobuymygirlfriendflowers.

Mbali:Mydadgaveyoumoney?Wow,seemslike

youtwostartedonagreatfoot.Itwon'tbebad

whenyoufinallymeetinperson.

Ebuka:Ihopesotoo,hey.

Mbali:Howisyourbrother?

Ebuka:Heisrecovering,stillinICUbuttheswelling



inhisbrainisslowlycomingdown.

Mbali:Hemustrecoverandgetwell,wecan'tmarry

withouthim.

Ebuka:Definitely.Babyletmeshower,eatandwe'll

catchuplater.

Mbali:Okaybaby…

PHAKAMANI

Theyfinallymakeittothehouseandhehelpsher

walkintothehouseandleavesheronthechair

whilehegetsthebagsfromthecar.

Hismotherwalksuptothefunnysceneashetries

togetheruptotheguestbedroom.Shefoldsher

handsandwatches.

Thabisile:Andthen?Youthoughtitwaswiseto

bringyourdrunkgirlfriendhome?



Phakamani:She'snotmygirlfriendbutSanelisiwe's

niece.

Thabisilefrowns,morelikeconfusedastowhatthe

hellishappening.

Thabisile:WhyisshehereinsteadofSanelisiwe's

house?

Phakamani:Idon'tknowthefullstorybutIwillfind

out.ShecalledmesayingdadandSanekickedher

out.

Thabisile:Mhmm,okaytakehertotheguest

bedroomandIhopeshedoesn'tvomit.

PhakamanicarriesNadiatothebedandhelpsher

outofherclothestoherpyjamashefindsinherbag.

Sheisbusygigglingandtryingtopullhimtowards

her,it'sastrugglebuthemanagestogetheron

them.



Nadia:Thankyou…

Shemurmurs,closinghereyesassoonasherhead

hitsthepillow.Phakamanilooksather,she'sso

beautifulbutverytroublesome,why?Hebrushesher

faceandgetsup,closingthedoorbehindhim

leavinghertorest.

HebumpsintoMbalionthepassagewhoisholding

aglassofwaterinherhand.

Mbali:Iheardyoubroughtadrunkgirlhome,where

isshe?

Phakamani:Sleepingandno,she'snotmygirlfriend.

Mbali:Ohtheregoesmyexcitementofhavinga

sisterinlaw…

Phakamani:Allingoodtime,Iwantedtotalktoyou

aboutyourfiancée.

Mbali:Whatabouthim?



Phakamani:HisbrotherTony,istheonewhotook

dad'staxiandheshothim.

Mbali:What???DoesEbukaknowthis?

Phakamani:Yes,Idon'tknowthediplomacyofyour

relationshipsbutjustbecareful.Youmightbeused

inthelongrunasatooltohurtMaziya.Your

boyfriendisagoodperson,it'shisbrotherIdon't

trust.ButforaslongasI'mhere,Iwilldoeverything

inmypowertoprotectyou.Goodnight.

Hekissesherforeheadandproceedstohis

bedroom.Hetakesouthisphoneanddials

Sanelisiwe'snumber.Itringsforawhilebeforeshe

answers.

Sanelisiwe:Phakamani,whycallsolate,is

everythingokay?

Phakamani:I'msorrytowakeyouupbutIneeded

tocallbeforeIgotobed.

Sanelisiwe:Okay?



Phakamani:IreceivedacallfromNaidaaskingthat

Icomefetchherfromthisotherclub.Shesaidyou

anddadkickedheroutafteryouaccusedherof

seducingdad.

Sanelisiwe:What?

Phakamani:Ijustneededtohearyourownsideof

thestorybecauseIknowthisstoryisn'tcomplete.

Sanelisiwe:ThatchildisdemonicPhakamani,Iwill

adviseyoutothreadcarefullyaroundher.Shebad

mouthedmetomyhusbandandyouknowyourdad

doesn'ttoleratenonsenseandaskedmetolether

go.

IdidbecauseIfoundwhatshedidtobevery

childish.Shehasissues,alwayshadandIthought

shegrewupbutnope.

Phakamani:Thankyoufortheclarification,Inow

knowhowtodealwithitfromhereon.



Sanelisiwe:Wheredidyoutakehertoaftershe

called?

Phakamani:She'shere,atmymother'shouse.

Sanelisiwe:I'llbetherefirstthingtomorrow

morning.

Phakamani:Okay,gobacktosleepthen.

Heendsthecallandtakesoffhisclothesand

headstotheshower.

NADIA

Hereyesslowlyopentothelightcomingthrough

thewindow.Sheturnsherbackagainstitand

listenstotheheavyheadacheshe'sfeelingright

now.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoorjustassheis

tryingtosleepagain.Hermemoryremindsherthat



she'satPhakamani'shomeandquicklygetsupand

opensthewindowsandtellsthepersontocomein.

Abeautifulladywithagorgeousbodywalksin,she

assumesit'sPhakamani'ssister.Shesmiles

warmlyather.

"Goodmorning;I'mMbali,Phakamani'ssister"

Nadia:I'mNadia…

That'sallshemanagestosaybecauseshe's

nothingtoPhakamani.

Mbali:Nicetomeetyou,Imustsayyouarereally

pretty.

Nadia:(smiling)ThankyoualthoughIfeelso

horriblerightnow.

Mbali:Ibroughtthehangoverremedy.Takea

showerandjoinusforbreakfast,momprepareda



feast.

Nadia:Okay,I'llbethereshortly.

Mbalileavestheglasswithagreenjuiceonthe

bedsidetableandwalksout.Thatlooksnicebut

sheknowsashellthatittasteshorrible.

Closinghereyes,shegulpsitdownandlieonthe

bedforafewminuteslettingitdigestonhersystem.

Shemakesthebedandtakesoutanoutfitshe's

goingtowear.

Shetakesacoldshoweronpurposeandfeels

betterafter.Whereisshegoingtogetthestrength

tolookatPhakamaniafterlastnight?Shedoesn't

remembermuchbutsheknowsthatshe

embarrassedherself.Herbagsarepackedandread

whenshedecidestojointhefamilyforbreakfast.

Nadia:Goodmorning…



Thabisile:Morningdear,pleasehaveaseat…

Phakamaniliftshisheadandlooksather.

Nadia:I'msorryaboutlastnight,Ididn'tmeanto

causeanytroubleandifIdidanyshamefulthing,

Pleaseforgiveme.

Phakamani:Yeah,youweredancingontopofmy

mother'stableandtakingoffyourclothes.

Nadia:Ohmygoodness!

Thabisile:Phakamaniwhyudlalangengane?

Phakamaniburstsoutlaughingandit'sonlythen

sherealisesheismessingwithher.

Phakamani:I'mjoking,youweren'tthatbad.

Nadia:Youareanidiot!



Thabisile:Letuspray,Nadiacanyoupray?

Herheartskipsabit,whenlastdidshepray?Let

alonegoingtochurchorreadingaBible?

Nadia:Yes,Icanpray…

Thabisile:Please,blessthefoodforus…

Cansomeonecomeandshoother!Sheclearsher

throat.

Nadia:Godblessthisfoodweareabouttoeatand

thehandsthatpreparedit,Amen!

Aftertheprayertheystarteatingandconversing.

TheyaresuchalovelyfamilyandThabisileisa

warmheartedwoman,somethingrarefromfirst

wivesastheyarealwaysconsideredtobebitter.



Thabisile:IheardyouareSanelisiwe'sniece,please

fixwhateverthatishappeningbetweenthetwoof

youokay?

Nadianods,andrightthensheknocksonthedoor

makingherwaytothetable.

Thabisile:ohlookwhowehavehere?Rightontime

aswearehavingbreakfast,Pleasejoinussister

wife.

Sanelisiwe:I'msorryloveIamnotstaying.I'mhere

tofetchNadiatotheairport.Areyoupackedand

ready?

Nadia:YesIam…

Sanelisiwe:Great;I'llwaitforyoutofinisheating.



Sisterwife,canwetalk,inprivate?

Thabisile:Sure….

Thabisilegetsupwithherplateandfollows

SanelisiwetothepatioandNadia'sheartraces.

WhatifSanelisiwespillsthebeans?

Mbali:Areyouokay?

Nadia:I'mgood,IthinkIamfull.

Mbali:Yousure?

Nadia:Yes,I'llgogetmybags…

NHLONIPHO

TodayheisspendingthedaywithPhakamaniand

hisfatherattherank.Heinvitedthemtocomeover

sotheycantalkasMaziyamen,theirlittlebrother,



SanelewillbethereaswellasMazwakhespenthis

nightatMamchunu'shouse.Heisgoingtocome

withtheyoungmen,heisexcitedtoseehimand

hearhimtalknonstop.

HepassesbyNosipho'sbedroom,sheisinfrontof

hermirrordollingherselfup.

Nhlonipho:ForamomentthereIalmostdidn't

recognizeyou!

Nosipho:ThatmeansIamdoingagreatjob,Ihavea

datewithoneoftheguysImetonTinder.

Nhlonipho:Pleasebecareful,thatsiteisfullof

weirdos.

Nosipho:Don'tworry;wearemeetinginapublic

placeandI'llmakesuretosharemylocationwith

youguys.

Nhlonipho:Okay,I'llgogreettheAuntywhomIdidn't

seearrivinglastnightandleave.

Nosipho:Thatone,Ican'twaitforhertoleave



already.She'sbeenherelessthan12hoursbutshe

ordersmearound.Igetit'shersister'shousebut

yoohhai.ImightgotoKhetheloaftermylunchdate

becausewow.

Nhlonipho:(chuckling)She'snotthatbadhawu,

Enjoyyourdate;I'llseeyouwhenyoudecideto

comebackhome.

Hewalkstothekitchenwherehermotherandsister

are.Theconversationseemstobeheatedup

becauseheswearshasneverheardhermotherthis

ragedup.Hisnameisinthetopicsohestopsand

eavesdrops.

Nokubonga:IhavebeentellingNhloniphotoman

upandberesponsiblebutallheeverdoesisbethat

girl'spuppet!Nowlook,hisbirthrightoutthe

window!

Celiwe:Pleasedonottellmeyouaregivingup?You



can'tletawhiteman'schildtakewhatbelongsto

youandyourchildren,especiallyyourson!

Nokubonga:OhnoIwon't,IwilljustremindMaziya

whyhetookmeashissecondwifeinthefirstplace.

SothatIcanbearhimindalifa(heir)thathisprecious

loverfailedtoafterasecondattempt.

Celiwe:Good,thatboymustgobeanheirinhis

father'sempire.Whoknows,maybehelefthim

millionsorisamillionaire.

Nokubonga:Thenbeanheirinbothparties?No

way!

Nhloniphotiptoebacktohisbedroomandclose

thedoorbehindhimwhilehesitsonthebed

replayingthatconversation.



Whatarethesewomentalkingabout?

Tobecontinued….

(PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE )
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(Noteditedpleaseexcusetheerrors)

MAZWAKHE

Hecalledthismeetingwithhissonssothathecan

spendsometimewiththemandsharewhathe

expectsthemtodoshouldhewakeupdeadone

day.

Theyhavebeenwalkingaroundtherankobserving

howthedriversworkandtalkingtosome.He

noticesthatNhloniphoisawkwardlysilentwhereas



heisaknownchatterboxbutignoresit.Maybeheis

stillmadatthefactthathehithimfortradinghis

taxiin.Well,hecanremainmadforeverifhewants

to.

Mazwakhe:Wellthisisitkemadoda,asIhavebeen

showingyouaroundIwantyoutoseeyour

inheritanceandit'sreallyuptoyouifyoutakethis

togreaterheightsordestroyit.

IhavedonemypartanddidwhatIcouldtoensure

asafeandsecurefutureforyouandyourchildren.

I'mnotgoingtolieandsayImanagedtodoitallby

myself,mywives,especiallyMaZunguhelpedme.

Westartedfromscratch,broke,hungryandscared

butbecausehebelievedinmeandmydreams,

todayshe'sherereapingtherewardsofthat.

ThereasonwhyI'mtellingyouthisit'sbecauseI

wantyouguystochoosewiselywhenyouchoose

yourpartners.Choosesomeonewhowillhelpyou



accomplishyourvisionotherthandestroyingit.

NhloniphoIhopeyouhearwhatIamsayingsince

youalmostdestroyedmybusinessbecauseofagirl

Idon'tunderstandwhatyourplansare.

Areyouevengoingtomarrythisgirloryoujust

enjoypumpingmoneyonher?NotthatIamagainst

youguysspoilingyourwomen,Ialsodobutthey

aremywivesandhelpbuildingtheSibekoempire.

Nhlonipho:(clearinghisthroat)Well,mygirlfriendis

notreadyformarriageyetbutit'saconversation

thatwealwayshave.Wearegoingtogetmarried

oneday.

Mazwakhewantstotellhimthathehopehedoesn't

butquicklycautionhimselfasthatmaysound

otherwise.

Mazwakhe:AndthenwenaPhakamani,what's



wrongwithyou?Atyourbigage,nogirlfriendor

signsofhavingany?I'vebeenhopingtoseepeople

knockingonmygatesayingyouimpregnatedtheir

child.

Phakamani:(chuckling)Aibobaba,youknowIam

responsible,Idon'trolllikethat.

Nhlonipho:There'sresponsibilitythen

kunobushimane,wenausabaamantombazanenje.

NgiyazibuzaungowakaSibekongempelanje?(You

areafraidofgirlswhichmakesmewonderifyou

arearealSibeko?)

Mazwakhegiveshimasharpstareafterthat

statement.Whatishetryingtosaythisboy?

Mazwakhe:MaybeIshouldorganizeawifeforyou

Phakamani,itworkedintheancienttimessowhy

notnow?



Phakamani:WeehaiMaziyaI'mthanks,I'llfindmy

ownwomandon'tworry.

MazwakhesendsPhakamanitogethiscarsohe

canleaveonpurposeandassoonasheisoutof

sight,heturnstoNhloniphowithafrownoverhis

face.

Mazwakhe:What'supwithyouandyourattitude?

Don'tyouwannabehere?

Nhlonipho:Whatareyoutalkingaboutbaba?

Mazwakhe:I'vebeenobservinghowyouarelooking

atPhakamani.Whateveritis,looseit.Doyouhear

me?

Nhlonipho:(grunting)angaziminaukhuluma

ngani(idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout?)

Mazwakhe:Angizwanga?(sorry,whatwasthat?)



Nhlonipho:(clearinghisthroat)Yebobaba…

Mazwakhesighs,takesSanelefromhisarmsand

walkstothecar…

KHETHELO

HermotherisfillingherupaboutNadiaandthe

dramaaroundit.Shecametovisitandonlyher

motherisaround.

Khethelo:I'msosadImisseditout,Ishouldvisit

Sanelisiwesoshecantellmeallaboutit.

Thabisile:ItissadbecauseIwaslikingtheideaof

herandPhakamanitogethernotwithmyhusband.

Khethelo:Youshouldstoptryingtomatchmaking

Phakamaniwitheverywomanhebumpsto.He

knowswhatheisdoingandwillsettlewhenthe

timeisright.



Thabisile:HeisgettingoldKhethelo,almost30.No

Iamworried,thisisnotnormal.

Khethelo:Sowhatareyougoingtodo?

Thabisile:Hemustcometochurchandgetprayers

maybethere'ssomethingblockinghisluckwhenit

comestorelationships.

Khethelo:(laughing)Mybrotherinchurch?Iwould

lovetoseeit.

Thabisile:Youtoo…

Khethelo:Me?

Thabisile:Yesyou,infactallofyoushouldcometo

church.Whenlastdidyousetyourfootinthere?

EvenMamMfundisiwasaskingaboutyou.Hisson

iscomingbackfromCubaandissettoopenhis

surgeryhereinSouthAfrica.

Khethelo:Ohwthat'snice,wewon'theartheendof

itke.Yourfriendwillpreachaboutiteverydayinthe

pulpitsinyile.

Thabisile:It'snotabadthingwhensomeone



appreciatethegooddeedoftheirchildren.

KhethelogetsremindedhowtheyoverpraisedMbali

onlytodiscoverotherwise.

Khethelo:Whenisdadcomingthisside?

Thabisile:Tonight,why?

Khethelo:NoIamjustasking.Ineedtoaccessa

filefromtheofficethatheaskedmetolookat.

Thabisile:Okay,godoyourthing,Iwanttoheadout.

WillIfindyouwhenIcomeback?

Khethelo:No,MandisaandIhaveplans.

Thabisile:Oh,youarecomingtochurchthisSunday

right?

Hermotherwon'tletthisonegonomatterhowshe

triestoignoreit.Khethelofakesasmile.



Khethelo:YesMother,I'llbeatchurchthisSunday.

Thabisile:Youpromise?

Khethelo:Iswear…

Thabisilebeamswithjoyandhugsher.Thisis

weird;thewayshe'ssoexcited.Khetheloheadsto

theofficeandsitsonherfather'schaircomfortably

lookingaround.Shehasnoworktodo,justan

excuseshehadtotellhermother.

Shetakesoutthehandwrittenletterfromher

pocketsandputitinsidethesafe.Afirstplaceshe

knowsherfatherwillgotoassoonashegetshome;

toputawayhisgun.

Shesighs,thereisnoturningbackfromthis,the

outcomeofthisletterwillchangetheirrelationship,

eitherinagoodorbadway.



NOSIPHO

Shekeepsoncheckingherwatchanddrinkingthe

wineasifherlifedependsonit.Whatawasteof

time,effortonlytobestoodup.Shetookahugerisk

byagreeingtomeetupafacelessmanwhoonly

showedallofhisbodypartsexcepthisface.

Sheshouldhaveknownthatheisascambecause

whyonearthwouldherefusetobeknown?Imean

fromherknowledge,whitepeoplehaveno

confidenceissues.

Wellshechosetotrythisotherracebecausewow,

theS.Abrothershavedonealotofdisappointment

shameshecan'tdeal.

Justasshe'sabouttoleave,shefeelsthisheavy

aurabehindherandquicklyturn.Thismanis

standingbehindher,tallandallbeardedup.Helook



sodamnhot,okaymaybehehastohidehimself

becauselookatthat!

Nosipho:Sorry,canihelpyou?

Him:Angelaright?

Angelaisthefakenameshe'susingonTinder,she

didn'tuploadherfullpicturesthatrevealherface

andstuff.Onlyexclusivebodypartsthathavemen

floodherDM'slikecrazy.

Nosipho:Yes,who'sasking?

Him:Mario…

Nosipho:Youarelate!

Sheishalfshoutingashewatcheshimtakeaseat.



Mario:Iknow,Ineededtomakesurethatitwas

safeformetocomeinhere.

Thismanisold,lookingathim,heisalmosther

father'sageorevenolderbuthey,whocares?

Nosipho:Why?Areyousomecelebrity?

Mario:NoprincessI'mnotbutIjustdon'tlikebeing

aroundinpublicplaces.AsItoldyouthatIleft

SouthAfricalongtimeago.Therearepeoplewho

wouldn'tbehappytoseemehereoralive.Ineedto

threadcarefully.

Nosipho:O-kay,canweorder?Iamhungry.

Mario:Sure.Youarebeautifulbytheway,more

beautifulinperson.Thelightthatshinesinyour

eyes,damn,I'mlucky.

Nosiphoraisesherglasstoherlipstohidethefact

thatsheisblushinglikecrazyatthispoint.



SANELISIWE

Phakamaniwalksinaftersheopensforhimandhis

eyebrowraisesimmediatelywhenheseesthemess

inthekitchentable.

Phakamani:Mygoodness,what'shappeninginhere?

Sanelisiwe:Pleasedon'task,Iwastryingthisrecipe

IsawonFacebookandohboy.

Phakamani:Ididn'tknowyoucook,ithoughtdad

saidyoudon'ttouchapot?

Sanelisiwe:Idon'tbutIwasthinkingthatmaybeI

shouldtryyouknowandsurpriseyourfather.

Phakamani:Shamemarn,hesentmetobringyou

this.

Sanelisiwe:Ohfinally,I'vebeenwaitingforthis.

Thankyou.

Phakamani:What'sinthere?



Sanelisiwe:(smiling)Spoilsfromhusbandtowife…

Phakamani:Ohoo,didyouhearfromNadia?

Sanelisiwe:Yeah,hermotherconfirmedthatshe

gothomesafely.

Phakamani:Atleast,youguysmustarrangesome

clinicaltherapyforher.Akekhorightlomntana.

Sanelisiwe:Ithinkso,Iknowshe'sevilbynature

butIalsothinklosingherchildaddedtothemental

damage.Shewassoreadytohaveababy.

Phakamani:Shewaspregnant?

Sanelisiwe:GotoherInstagramyouwillsee.She

postedabouteverything,evenboughtsome

stuff,gottheroomreadyonlytocomebackempty

handedninemonthslater.

Phakamani:Ohnomarnthat'ssad.

Sanelisiwe:Very,Ihopeshehealsandbeabetter

person.

Phakamani:Ihopesobecausebeinghurtdoesn't

necessarilymeanonehastobleedonotherpeople.



Sanelisiwe:Iagree,letmetakethistomybedroom.

Youarenotleavingnowmoes?

Phakamani:urhm…why?

Sanelisiwe:Iwaswonderingifmaybewecanchill

andcatchup?

Phakamani:Urhmyeahsure,whynot?MaybeIcan

evenhelpyoucleanthismesshere.

Sanelisiwe:Youareastar,I'llbeback…

NHLONIPHO

HedrivesthroughThabisile'shouse.Hehasthe

codesandeverythingtothehouseastheyalllive

likeonebigfamilyandarealwaysacceptedopenly

here.

Hedoesn'tevenknowwhyheisherebutanurgeto

drivehereisthereasonwhyheispushingthe



slidingdoorandwelcominghimselfinside.

Nhlonipho:Knockknock…Mbali?Khethelo?

Mamkhulu?

Hecallstheirnamesbusywalkingaroundchecking

themintheirrooms.There'snooneinhere.He

walkstohisfather'sofficeandstopsoutsidethe

door.Hisheartisbeatingsofastasheremember

thelasttimehewashere,hestolethetaxipapers.

Hiscuriosityisonthepeek,aftertheconversation

heheardbetweenhismotherandAunt,hefeelsthe

needtoseethewillsothathecanverifyifreally

Phakamaniisnamedtoleadeverything.

Hepushesthedoorandfindshimselfinsidethe

beautifulbigposhyoffice.Alltheimportant

documentsareonthatsafeandheusedMbali'sID

lasttimetoopenit.HepunchestheIDbutitfails.



Shit,theaccesscodehaschanged?

Heleavesitandwalkoutoftheofficeclosingthe

doorbehindhimonlytoturnandfindMazwakhe

standingwithhishandsonhispockets.Fear

causeshimtodrophisphoneonthefloor.

Mazwakhe:Whatwereyoudoinginhere?

Nhlonipho:B..ba..ba…baba?

Mazwakhe:Uqaleniniukubanamalimi?(Since

whenareyoustarterring?

Tobecontinued….
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NHLONIPHO

Thismomentrightheremakeshimsoweakinhis

knees,Godheisgoingtogetanotherbeatingand

honestly,hehasn'tevenhealedfromthefirstone.

Mazwakhe:Iaskedwhatareyoudoinginmyoffice?

Nhlonipho:Urhm,thereweredocumentsIwantedto

check.

Mazwakheraiseshiseyebrowinquestionand

disbelief.Nhloniphosighsdefeated,it'seitherhe

speaksthetruthorriskshisrelationshipwithhis

fatherforgood.

Nhlonipho:Iwantedtoseethewill,Iheardthatyou

madePhakamanianheirtoeverything.



Mazwakhe:Andwheredidyouhearthatfrom?

Nhlonipho:Isittruethathe'snotyourbiologicalson?

Ifhedieshedies,thisisanowornevermoment

andheisnotbackingdownfromit.Mazwakhe

pointstotheofficedoorandleadshiminside.

Mazwakhe:Please,haveaseat.

Nhloniphositsbutnotfullycomfortable,readyto

runifaneedforceshimtoo.

Mazwakhe:Idon'tknowwhereyouheardwhatyou

heardbutPhakamaniismyson.Idon'tappreciate

thesuddenattitudeyouhavetowardshimbecause

ofrumors.

Secondly,itiswellwithinhisrightasafirstbornto

leadthisfamilyandtakeittogreaterheightsbut,I

amafairmanandwouldn'twanttoseeyouguys



fightovertheinheritance.

Eachhousewillgetwhattheydeserveandgrowit

intheirownwaytomakemoreprofit.Iamstill

tryingtoforgiveandmoveonfromthestuntyou

pulled.Donotmakemeregretgivingyouasecond

chancebyconstantlyprovokingme.

NexttimeIwon'tdealwithyouasmysonbutasa

thiefanditwon'tendnice.Stayawayfromgossip

andmanup.Icalledyouearlierwiththepurposeof

unitingyouintoonesothatyouremainstrongand

dealwithwhateverstrugglethatcomesyourway.

Nhloniphoclearshisthroat,uncomfortableand

ashamedofwhathealmostdid.Maybehismother

didn'tmeanwhathismindisdigesting.Eitherway,

he'sgoingtolistentohisfatheranddobetter.

Nhlonipho:I'msorryFather,Iwilldobetter.



Mazwakhe:That'sallI'maskingyoutodo.Please

excuseme,Ihavesomeworktodo.

Nhlonipho:Okaydad,haveagreatafternoon.

Hewalksoutfastwithatailbetweenhislegsand

headstraighttohiscar.Phew,thatalmostgotugly.

NOSIPHO

Thewaysheishavingthebesttimeofherlife,you

wouldn'tsaythatshewasangryatthemanfor

beinglateminutesago.She'snowlaughingontop

ofhervoiceandblushingnonstop.

Hedefinitelyhasasweetmouthandissodamn

flirty.Itmakesherwonderhowheisinbed?Doesit

stillstandordiabeteshastakenover?Well,she

cannotwaittofindout,hopefully,soon.

Mario:Princess…



Hesaysbrushingherhandsoftlyandshefeelsher

undergroundtwitchesinexcitement…

Nosipho:Mario…

Mario:IlikeyouandIwouldliketobelievethatyou

likemetoo.

Shelikeshim,heishot,hasagreatsenseofhumor

andlooksrichsowhywouldn'tshe?

Nosipho:Youseemlikeagreatperson…

Mario:AsImentionedonmyprofile,Idon'twant

games,toooldforthatshit.Iwantsomething

permanent,someonetobuildwithandyoumy

Angel,fitstheprofile.

Someonetellsthismanthatflirtelywillgethim

anythingandeverything.Imean,chile!

Mario:Ineedtoknowifyouaregoingtogiveusa



chanceorwhat?

Nosipho:Iwouldlikeustotakethingsslowlyand

seewheretheytakeus.

Mario:Isthatayes?

Nosipho:(smiling)Yes…

Hesmiles,heshoulddosomoreoftenandtake

pictureswhileatit.

Mario:Todaywasgreat,whenarewedoingthis

again?

Nosipho:Anytime,wejusthavetoarrange.

Mario:OkaymyAngela…

Hekissesherhandsandtakesouthiswallet.A

coupleofMandelanotesarelaidonthetable.

Mario:Howareyougettinghome?



Nosipho:Iamdriving…

Mario:Okay,Ihavetogonow.Wewillkeepintouch

okay?Letmeknowwhenyougethomesafely.

Hestandsupandkissesherforeheadwhilehe

givesherahalfhug.Nosiphocountsthemoneythe

momentheexitsthedoor.

MAZWAKHE

HegotoffhisseatafterNhloniphohadlefttoput

thegunaway.Hiseyeslandonawhiteenvelope

withKhethelo'shandwritingoutsideit.

Hetakesitandsitscomfortablyonhischair

openingitashecanseeitisdirectedtohim.

"DearFatherBythetimeyoureadthis,Iwillhave

toldyouthatI’mlesbian.Tobecompletelyhonest,I



cannotpredicthowyouwillberesponding,what

thoughtswillberunningthroughyourminds.Why

isyourdaughterlesbian?Whatdidyoudotomake

melesbian?WillIeverbehappy?Whatwill

everyoneelsethink?--thosearejustsomeofthe

questionsIforeseeyoumightbepondering.Iam

hopingthatIwillbeabletotellyoumuchofwhatI

wanttosay,butincasethingsgetleftout,Iam

writingthislettertogivemeanotherchancetosay

what’sonmymind.Inanycase,Ihopethiswill

allowyoutogooverwhatIwanttosayatapace

you’recomfortablewith,andtotakeintheseideas

andconceptsasyou’rereadyforthem.

ThefirstthingIwantyoutoknowisthatIhave

alwaysbeenattractedtomygender,thisisnota

temporaryphase,anditisnotsomethingIever

“chose”or“decided”tobe.I’vethoughtaboutitalot,

andasbestasIcanremember,IfirstknewIwas

lesbianatage16or17,althoughittookafewmore

yearsformetofullyrealizethefullimplicationsof

whatitmeanttobelesbian.Butevenyearsearlier,I



knewIwasdifferent.Iamcompletelyconvinced

thatbeinglesbianisthewayIwasborn,and

nothingyouoranyoneelseeverdid“made”megay.

Mynaturalorientationandpreferenceistoward

otherwomen,andasforitsbeinga“choice,”my

onlychoice,asIseeit,hasbeenwhethertobeopen

andhonestaboutmyfeelings,ortocontinueto

denyandhidethem.Beinggayissimplypartof

whoIam--andapartI’vebeenlongingtoshare

withyouforquitesometime.

AlthoughIknewveryearlyaboutbeinglesbian,I

keptitinsidemeforaverylongtime.Mostofthe

time,Iwisheditdidn’thavetobethatway,thatit

didn’thavetobeabigsecret,butIwaspetrifiedof

anybodyknowingorfindingout.Buttobehonest,it

wasn’tasbadasitcouldhavebeen--mostly,Ijust

dugmyheadintomybooks,studied,andtriednot

tothinkaboutitmuch.Andforalongtime,that

worked.



Butastheendofhighschoolneared,andlateras

varsitystarted,itbecameharderandharderto

distractmyselffromtheissue.Ineededfriendsto

talkto,tosharetheemotionsandthoughtsthat

wereoverflowinginmyhead.

Thequestionoftellingyouhasbeenwithoutdoubt

theultimatepressingissueonmymindforquitea

fewyears--longbeforeIbeganplanninghowor

whentotellyou,Iknewitwassomethingthatwould

eventuallyhavetobedone.Ofcourse,therewas

alwaysthepossibilitythatIcouldjustnevertellyou

andkeepthatpartofmylifepermanentlyhidden

fromyou--therearemanywhoadvisedmeneverto

tellmyparentsI’mlesbian--butseveralfactors

helpedmakemerealizethatthatwasn’taviable

option.Forone,youaretooimportanttome,forme

tokeepsuchanimportantpartofmylifefromyou.

Itisatributetoyouthatwearesuchaclosefamily,

andinallotheraspectsofmylife,Ihavealways

triedtokeepyouinformedofwhatI’mdoingand

what’simportanttome.Uptillnow,Ihaveby



defaultexcludedyoufromthispartofmylife,butit

hasbecomepainfultokeepsomethingso

importanttomehiddenfromyou.Iloveyou,Dad,

andIwanttogiveyoutheopportunitytosharethis

partofmylifewithme.

Butthereareotherfactorsbehindmydecisionto

tellyou.Ihavetriedtospeculateuponhoweachof

youwouldreacttothisnewsyouhavejustreceived,

butasImentionedearlier,Ihonestlyhavenoidea

howyouwillrespond.IfigureIcouldeithertellyou

orIcouldnot(Ihadtostretchtomakethat

conclusion,didn’tI?),butIknowthatifIhelditallin,

onlytofindoutmuchlaterinlifeyouwouldhave

beenlovingandsupportiveallalong(andfromthe

loveyou’veshownmeallmylife,IthinkIoweitto

youtobelievethatyouarecapableofcontinuingto

loveandsupportmeasyoualwayshave),theregret

wouldbetoogreat,thefeelingsthatwemissed

sharingsomuchofmylifewouldbedisheartening

andoverwhelming.



Andtherearestillmorereasons.Oneofmyworst

fearshasalwaysbeenthatofyouhearingrumors

fromsomebodyelse;aslongasthebigsecretwas

keptfromyou,Iwouldalwayshavetowatchmy

back,carefulofwhoItold,andperpetuallyworrying

thatsomehowyou’dfindoutfromsomeoneelse,

perhapsinaless-than-flatteringmanner;quite

frankly,thatwouldnotbefairtome,andthatwould

notbefairtoyou.

Dad,Iknowthecomingweeksandmonthswillbe

difficultforallofus,aswestruggletocometo

termsasafamilywiththenewsIhavejustshared.

PleaseunderstandthatIamnottryingtohurtyou,

rather,Iwanttotrytobringyouintoapartofmylife

thatyoumayonlynowberealizingyouhavebeen

missingfrom.Thisisbynomeansaneasytask,

andIamreadytobepatient.Thereissomuchelse

tosay,somuchthatIwillhavetoleaveforlater.But

Iwantyoutoremember,Dad,thatI’mthesame

persontodaythatIwasyesterday--Istilllove



cookingandfinance,Istillwanttoenjoybeingwith

youandthefamily,Istillcan’tmakeadamned

appointmentontimetosavemylife--onlynowyou

knowalittlebitmoreaboutme.Andwenowhave

beforeusatremendousopportunitytobecome

closerthanweeverhave,achancetoshareallmy

hopesandaspirationsformylife.Istillloveyouand

willalwaysloveyoujustthesame,andIhopethat

youcancontinuelovingmeandbeinghappyforme

asyoualwayshave.Andremember,wheneveryou

havequestionsorissuesyoufeelyou’rereadyto

discuss,pleasedon’thesitatetocallmeandaskme

anything.Really,Iwanttobethereforyou,tohelp

youthroughthis,justasIhopeyouwillbetherefor

me.

Dad,Iloveyou.

Yourdaughter,

KhetheloSibeko.



Theysayamanisn'tsupposedtocrybuthisfaceis

wetbythetimehefinishesreadingthisletter.He

wipeshisfaceandburieshisheadonhisarmson

topofhisdeskandletthetearsflowwithout

fightingthemoff.

Thiscaughthimoffguardandhedoesn'tknowa

properwaytoreacttoitexceptlettingtheemotions

outinaformofsaltytears…

SANELISIWE

Phakamaniindeedhelpedhercleanupthemess

shecreatedandorderedasshenormallydoes.

Theysatdowninfrontofthetv,withfoodand

alcoholinfrontofthemchatting.Shemustadmit

thatalcoholmakesPhakamanimorelivelyand

talkative,asideofhimyouwouldhardlyseewhen

he'ssober.



Shewipeshertearsfromlaughterfromthestoryhe

istellingherandshakesherhead.

Sanelisiwe:Ican'tbelieveyoudatedasugarmama,

nowonderyouaresingle,poorthingistraumatized.

Phakamani:WhenIthinkofthethingsthatwoman

mademedo,hercrazyfantasies,Ngiyazijaja

shame.(Ijudgemyself)sheoncemademedostrip

dancing.Imaginemedoingallofthat?

Sanelisiwescreamslaughingsohardasshetriesto

imaginePhakamanidoingthat.Hellno,it'snota

goodimage!

Sanelisiwe:Ohmygoodness,youarekillingme

today.UphiumakotiwakoManzinibandla?You

shouldhavebroughtherhome.



Phakamani:Never!Webrokeup,shedidn'ttakeit

easybuteventuallyaccepted.

Sanelisiwe:Yoohhai,mystomachhurts.Bomngena

nganiugogowena?(whydidyoudateanoldlady)

Phakamani:Ifyouseeher,youwon'tsaysheisold

andbesideswhenwestartedeverythingwasfine

andsheappearedtobenormal.

Sanelisiwe:YoohhaiMjolowillghanamayoufor

real.Butyouneedtofindsomeonenow…

Phakamani:Whyiseveryoneconcernedaboutme

dating?

Sanelisiwe:Wejustwantyoutobehappy,you

deserveitandtheBiblesays"it'snotgoodfora

mantobealone"

Phakamani:Reallynow?

Heaskswithasmirk,hishandisontopofheron



thecouch,shewantstoaskhimtoremoveitwithout

makingitlookawkward.

Sanelisiwe:Yeah…that'sallwewant.

Phakamani:WhatifthepersonIwantiswith

someoneIadoreandcannotbetray?Thenwhat?

Herheartisbeatingfastandallofasuddenheis

rightinfrontofherfacesuffocatingherwithhis

cologne….

Tobecontinued….
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PHAKAMANI



HisfaceandSanelisiwearetooclose,any

movementfromnowon,theyaregoingtocollide.

Helooksdeepintohereyessearchingfor

somethingandthemomentheseesit,hesteps

back,takesasipfromhisbeer,checkingthetime

fromhiswatch.

Phakamani:Ihavetogetgoingnow,it'slate.

Sanelisiwe:Urhm,yeahsure.Thanksforthe

company.

Phakamani:Anytime…

Hepicksuphiscarkeysandexitsthehouse

straighttothecar.Heexhalessharplyassoonhe

getstohiscar.Nomatterwhathappens,betraying

Maziyaisthelastthingonhismind.

Hestartsthecaranddrivesoffgoinghomeplaying

somemusic.Thejourneyisshorterthanhe

expectedittobe.Thehouseisprettyemptybuthe



sawtheparents'carstherebythegarage,meaning

theyarehome.

Phakamani:Mom,where'sdad?

Thabisile:Helockedhimselfinhisoffice,Idon't

knowwhat'shappeningwithyourfatherhonestly..

Phakamani:I'llgocheckuponhim.

Heknocksonthedooranumberoftimeswithno

response,justasheisabouttogoback,thedoor

opens.Mazwakhestepsbackallowinghimtowalk

inside.Thewholeofficeiscoveredinasmokeof

incense.Phakamanicoughsabit,openingwindows

toletitout.

Phakamani:Baba,uright?

Mazwakhe:I'mfine,Ijustneededsometimealone

topray.What'sup?

Phakamani:Nothing,IjustthoughtIshouldcheck



uponyousincemomsaysyouhavebeenherethe

entiretime.

Mazwakhe:IreadtheletterKhethelowroteforme.

Didyouknowshe'sdatingwomen?

Phakamani:Yes,Idid.

Mazwakhe:AmIabadfather?

Phakamani:No,youarenot.Yes,youhaveyourown

faultsasahumanbeingbutIdon'treallythinkyou

areabadperson.

Mazwakhe:Iamfeelinglikeafailure,it'sasif

everythingIamdoingandworkingsodamnhard

forisfallingapart.Allmychildrenareheadedto

destruction,youaremyonlyhopeanditscaresme

whenIthinkofyoudisappointingmeaswell.

Phakamani:Ihavenodesiretopurposely

disappointorhurtyoubaba.

Mazwakhesitsonhischairandrubshishead,the

oldmanisstressedout,it'snotevenfunny.



Mazwakhe:Pleasepromisemeonething…

Phakamani:Anythingbaba…

Mazwakhe:Evenifithappensthatonedayyour

biologicalfathershowsup,pleasedonotneglect

thefamily.

Phakamani:ItoldyoubeforeandIamsayingit

again,I'mnotgoinganywhere.

Mazwakhe:Angizizwakahle,ngizwangishaywa

uvalo.Somethingbigiscomingandgoingtoshake

thisfamilyup.Nhloniphoisquestioningmeabout

yourpaternity.

Phakamaniturnspale,nowitexplainswhyhewasa

bitcheekytowardshimtheotherday.

Mazwakhe:Don'tworry,I'llsortitout.Ihavea

meetingwiththelawyertomorrowandIwantthisto

beresolvedwhileI'mstillalive.

Phakamani:Ihearyoubaba…



Mazwakhe:Butfornow,IneedtoseeKhethelo.

Phakamanihopesthatwhateverthat'sgoingtotake

placewillbehandledinacalmmanner.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

ThefrontdooropensandNosiphowalksin,

carryingherheelsinherhandsandwalkingfunny.

Sheshakesherhead,whydidGodhavetopunish

herlikethis?Herchildrenaremessyandshecan't

ignoreitanymore.

Ifoneisn'tgamblingwiththefamilybusiness,the

oneisapplyingofbeingaprostitute.

Nosipho:Mamzo!



Shesayslouderthansheshouldandthrowsherself

inbetweenherarms.Nokubongacatchesher

beforeshefalls…

Nokubonga:NxxkodwayiniwenaNosi?Areyou

thatdrunk?

Nosipho:Yoohmama,Iamsohappyyouhaveno

idea.Ifoundaman.Wellheisabitoldbutage

doesn'tmatterright?I'msureheisyoungatheart.

Nokubonga:Nosipho!

HervoicecarriesawarninginitandNosigiggles.

Nosipho:Mamalalela(listen).HeiseverythingI

alwaysdaydreamedaboutbeforegoingtobed.

Andanotherpartthatseemsfascinatingisthathe

isamysterymarn.Indodamustbeamystery,be

unknownandifunwengamaphoyisa.



Nokubonga:Imihlolayami!Youarenotgoingto

bringusthugshere.

Nosipho:He'snotreallyathugmama,Iwasjust

saying…

Nokubonga:Mxm,gosleepbeforeIloseitwithyou.

Nosipho:Iloveyoumawami,whatdidyoucook?I'll

washthismakeupoffandcomebacktoeat.

NokubongacallsMazwakheassoonasNosipho

leaves.Hisphoneringsuntilitsendsheravoice-

mail.Shetriesagainandthistimehepicksupatthe

fourthring.

Mazwakhe:Hello?

Nokubonga:Baba,I'vebeentryingtocallyou

Mazwakhe:Isee,isthereanemergency?

Nokubonga:Nobut…



Mazwakhe:Magwala,youarethelastpersonIam

expectingthisfrom.Ithoughtweestablishedthis?

Nokubongasighstryingtocalmherselfdown,this

manbetternotstartwithherhey.

Nokubonga:Iwantustotalkaboutourkidsand

theirfuture.

Mazwakhe:WearegoingtodothatwhenIget

home.Please,Ihavetogonow,goodnight.

Heendsthecallandshechuckles,howrude!

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

AfterPhakamanileft,shehasbeentryingtofinda

wayofuncomplicatingthisthingbutshecan't

forgethisfaceandhowdeephisstarewasonhers.



Thereshehadgoosebumpsandthankgoodnesshe

steppedback.Embarrassmentwashesoverher

whensherealisesthatifhemadethemove,she

wasgoingtoanswer.

Godhowcanthisbepossible?Phakamaniis

Mazwakhe'sson,itdoesn'tmatterthatthere'sa3

yeargapbetweenthem.Heisstillherson!

Shefindscourageandcallshim,Phakamani.Asthe

phoneringsontheotherside,shepraysandhopes

thathedoesn'tanswer.Unfortunatelyhedoes,

quickereven.

Phakamani:Hello?

Sanelisiwe:Hi,Iwantedtocheckifyougothome

safely?Wekindofhadtoomuchtodrink.

Phakamani:I'mnotevendrunkcanyouimagine?

Butyes,Igothomesafely,thanksforchecking.



Sanelisiwe:Great,Phakamani,aboutearlier.Ilove

myhusband,Ican'tbetrayhim.Soifyouhaveany

sortoffeelingsformepleasediscardthembecause

Idon'twanttohurtpeople,especiallyyourfather.

Phakamani:NeitherdoI,I'msorrythathappened.

PleaseforgivemeandforgetanythingIsaid.I

promiseitwon'thappenagain.

Sanelisiwe:Verywellthen,goodnight.

Shetossesthephoneasideandbreathesrelieved,

atleastthatisoutoftheway.

MAZWAKHE

HeisparkednearKhethelo'scarandit'sbeen30

minutesbuthehasn'tgottenoutofthecaryet.

Hismindissobusyasflashbacksofallhiskids'

upbringingplaysout.Goodandunfairmemories



forcinghimtoswallowandacknowledgethemeven

thoughtheyaresohard.

Heloveshiskids,theyarehisworld,prideandshine.

Hewantsthebestforthemandwantstomakesure

thatbythetimeheleavesthisworld,heleaves

themsafeandreadytostandfreely.

HetextsMbaliandinformshertoinviteherfiancée

forDinner,Tonight.Mbalirespondsquicklysaying

shewasonthewayhomebutgonnaturnbackand

fetchherboyfriend.

Mazwakheblueticksherandincreasesthevolume

asthissongplaysoutontheradio…

HisChild-SongbyBrianNhira

"HisChild



SongbyBrianNhira

OverviewListenLyrics

Amiracle

We'reamazedatthewayyouarrived

Thisgiftoflife

Youdon'tevenknowthejoyyouprovide

Iftherewasjustonething

Wecouldtellyou

Asyoutakeyourfirstbreath

Hewhoformedthemoon

Andthesky

Formedyouinthewomb

AsHisdelight

Hewhoformedthestars

Andsetthesun

Tookonmanyscars

Foryourregard



You'reHischild

Andyou'llgrowup

You'llgrowstronger

Witheachpassingday

Lifewillgethard

Andchallengeswillcomeyourway

Amiracle

We'reamazedatthewayyouarrived

Thisgiftoflife

Youdon'tevenknowthejoyyouprovide

Iftherewasjustonething

Wecouldtellyou

Asyoutakeyourfirstbreath

Hewhoformedthemoon

Andthesky

Formedyouinthewomb

AsHisdelight



Hewhoformedthestars

Andsetthesun

Tookonmanyscars

Foryourregard

You'reHischild

Andyou'llgrowup

You'llgrowstronger

Witheachpassingday

Lifewillgethard

Andchallengeswillcomeyourway"

Hisbackisrestedonthecarseaterasthissong

playsoutandemotionskickingin…

KHETHELO

Mandisaisbusypaintinghernailswatching



Khethelopacingupanddownandpeekingthrough

thewindow.

Khethelo:Whyishenotgettingoutofthecar?It's

almostanhournowandthisbehaviorisscary.

Mandisa:Well,hewantstomakeyousweatsothat

bythetimehegetstotalktoyou,youarealready

weakormaybeheisjustrehearsingonwhattosay.

Khethelo:Iamsoscared,myheartfeelslikeitis

goingtocomeoutofmymouth.

Mandisa:Pleasesitdown,becauseyouarealso

drivingmecrazynowwithallthispacing.

Khethelo:Ohmygoodness,he'scoming!



Mandisasitsupstraightandwaits,aknockcomes

throughthedoorandKhetheloholdsherbreathin,

andwalkstothedoor.Sheopensitslowlyand

allowshiminside.

Sheforcesthecouragetolookathisfaceandhe

doesn'tneedtosayaword,sheattackshimwitha

hug.Hewrapsherarmsaroundher,brushingher

backasshefinallybreaksdown.It'sbeenlong

sincesheholditinsideher.

Khethelo:I'msorrybaba…

Shemanagestosaybetweenthehiccups..

Mazwakhe:It'sOkay…don'tcry.

Mandisa:Urhm,I'mgoingtogiveyouguyssome

space.

Mazwakhe:Nopleasestay,donotgo…



Tobecontinued…

(PleaseLIKE,COMMENTANDSHARE )
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CHAPTER28

KHETHELO

Thereactionfromherfathersurprisedher,clearly

Maziyaisastrangeman.Sheexpectedhertothrow

tantrumsandtalkabouthowheisgoingtodisown

herlikehealwayssaidhewouldbuthejusttookthe

newsmorecalmlythanheexpected.

Theyarenowseateddownonthecouchinsilence,

everyonedigestingawayforwardfromhere.Maybe

sheshouldbreaktheice.



Khethelo:Baba,Maziya,Itakeitthatyoureadthe

letterandthatiswhyyouarehere.

Mazwakhe:YesIdid,Ihavealwaysknownyouare

smartbutdamn,thatletterevokedsomany

emotionsinmeandforcedmetolookintofactors

thatIwasignoring.

Khethelo:It'smyEnglishdatabundles,Iarticulated

thatletterverywell…

AsoftchuckleescapeMazwakhe'slipsashe

shakeshishead.

Mazwakhe:Iclearlydidn'twastemymoneyby

takingyoutoexpensiveschools.

Khethelo:Notabit.Thankyouforwelcomingthis

thewayyoudodad.Nowletmeformallyintroduce



youtomygirlfriend,MandisaButhelezi.Mandy,this

ismyfather,Maziya…

Mandisa:(smilingshylyofferingherhandfora

shake)Ngiyajabulakukwazibaba(Pleasureto

formallymeetyou)

Mazwakhe:(clannames)OhShenge,Nqengelele..

Nowitmakessensewhyyouarealwayshere.You

looklikeanicegirl,Ihopeyouwon'thurtmychild.

Mandisa:Iwon't,nowthatyouguysknow,weare

goingtogetmarried.

Khetheloisstunned,andthatescalatesfastand

sheisafraidtopushherfather'sboundariesincase

heisnotfullyintothis.

Mazwakhe:Umuntuufundaazeafe…Ididn'tknow



suchathingwouldhappenrightnexttome.I've

alwaysseenithappenandhadadifferent

perceptionofhowIwouldreact.Butbeingaparent

forcesyoutolookandhandlecertainthings

differently.

Beingafatherandparentforcesyouto

compromisesomeofyourbeliefsandvaluesfor

thesakeofyourkid'shappiness.Ihavebeenhard

onyouKhethelonotbecauseIhatedyoubutI

wantedyoutobestrongandletnoonewalkon

yourhead.

Ifdatingormarryinganotherwomaniswhatmakes

youhappyandsafeasyoustatedintheletter,I

can'tsayotherwise.Iseethatbetterthanforcing

youintoamanthatwillabuseyouandcausemeto

retireinjailasanoldman.

Youaremyfirstdaughter,andthebondthatwe

sharewillneverbebroken.Ialsoseesomuchof



myselfinyou,especiallywhenIwasyourage.I

wantyoutonotbeafraidtogoafterwhatyouwant.

Neverletfailures,doubts,andinsecuritiesstopyou

fromachievingyourdreams.NeverforgetthatIwill

justbehereforyoueverystepoftheway.

Mayyoualwaysknowthatyouarestrong,smart,

beautifulandtrulyloved.Beautyisn'tjusthavinga

prettyface,itisabouthavingaprettymind,heart

andsoul.Neverstopbelievinginyourself.Iwill

havealwaysheardthatafatherishisdaughter's

firstlove.

ThatiswhatIaspiretobe,notonlyyoubuttothe

restofyoursistersaswell.Iwillalwaysbetherefor

youMafungwasewakoMaziya…

Khetheloisemotional,isthisthesamemanwhom

sheusedtocomplainaboutallthetime?Whom

everytimeheappearedshefelttensedup?She

throwsherselfinhisarmsagain…



Khethelo:NgiyabongaMaziya…(Thankyoufather)

NHLONIPHO

Hehasbeendreadinggoinghomeeversinceheleft

hisfather'smainhouse.Whatifhetoldhismother

aboutsneakingaroundandsheiswaitingforhim

withafryingpan?

Hedecidedtogoforsomefreshairbutendedup

havingacoupleofbottlesdownhisthroat.Hismind

isrunningwildandhecan'thelpbutfeellikehis

fatherislyingaboutPhakamani'spaternity.

Thinkingabouttheirupbringingandallthepast

events,itkindofmakessensethatheisnota

Sibeko.Heevenlookswaydifferentthanthem.

Mazwakheisnotadarkorlightskinnedmanbut

Phakamanichosetobecolored.YesThabisileis



lightskinned,verytobeprecisebutstill…

Hechecksthetimeonhiswatchanddecidesto

givehisgirlacall.Heknowsthatsheisnot

sleepingatthistime.Thephoneringsunanswered.

Maybeheshouldjustgothereandsurpriseher.

Thethoughtofbeingwithhiswomanexcitesheras

ithasbeenlongsincetheyweretogether.Nowthat

thedebtheowesTonyiscleared.Isit?But

yeah,whateverthecaseis,hecanenjoybeingwith

hiswomanandgiveherhisfullattentionwithout

stressingaboutthedebt.

Hepaysthebillandwalkstohiscar,thealcoholis

upthereinhisheadbuthecanstillseetheway

properly.Hepassesbyagaragejusttobuyafew

snacksanddrinksbeforeproceedingtoher

apartment.



Thesecurityinthisbuildingarenowfamiliarwith

himsotheyallowhiminwithoutahassle.Heis

whistlingashewalksuptoherflatnumber…the

musicvolumeisabithighasthatisnotlike

Lumka'sstyleandthechoiceofmusic?Weird!

Hetwiststhehandle,it'slocked.Hebangsthedoor

likeamadmanandthevolumelowersdown.

Lumka:Whoisit?

Sheasksfromtheinside…

Nhlonipho:It'smeNhloniphobabe,openthedoor.

Lumka:I'mcoming…

Ittakesherabout5minutestoopenthedoorand



heisalreadypissed.Somethingisbeatingthewater

here.Hepushesherasidethemomenthewalksin

scanningtheroomwithhiseyes.

Nhlonipho:Whattookyousolongtoopenthedoor?

Lumka:Iwascomingoutoftheshowerbabe…why

didn'tyousayyouwerecoming?

Helooksather,shesmellsperfumesbutdoesn't

looklikesomeonewhowastakingashower.Sheis

sweating.

Nhlonipho:Icalledbutyoudidn'tanswer…

Lumka:OhIprobablydidn'thearitbecauseofthe

sound.Sitdown,youaregoingtostandhereuntil

when?



Nhloniphoissuspectingsomethingbuthekeeps

coolandhandshertheplasticheiscarrying.She

opensitandsmiles.

Lumka:Ncoohbabe,thisissosweet.Letmegeta

platethenwecansnackonit…

Asshegoestothekitchencupboards,heheadsto

theclosetandopensit.Amanishidingbetween

theclothes.

Nhlonipho:Whatthehell?!

Beforehecandigestwhatishappening,hefeels

somethinghittingherhardatthebackofhishead

andhelandsonthefloor.Thewholeroomis

spinningandhearsthetwoarguing.

"Areyoucrazy,whatifhe'sdead?"



Lumka:He'snot,searchhimandlet'sgetoutofhere

oryouaredead!

That'sthelastthinghehearsandeverything

becomesdarkafterthat,beforeheknowsit,it'slight

out.

NONHLANHLAMAMCHUNU

SheisdoingaminigroceryshoppingwithSanele

andregretisdealingwithheratthispoint.This

childiscryingforeverythingintheshopandshe

haszeropatienceforthisbehavior.

Shespankshimsohardwhenhebreaksadining

setthatissoexpensive.Moneyisnotaproblem,

shecanpayforitwithoutanyworrybutthiskid

needstoknowsuchbehaviorisnotacceptable.



Heisscreaminghislungsoutandpeopleare

lookingatherlikesheiscrazyandintombiyakwa

MchunuischilledbusythreateningSaneletobeat

himsomemoreifhedoesn'tshutup.

"Youknow,Ihaveaproblemwithparents,women

specificallywhoacttobestrictinthepubliceyebut

it'sadifferentissueathome.Nowwehavetosuffer

asaresult.Canyoubeamotherandcomfortyour

sonsohecanshutup?"

Avoicesaysbehindherinthequeandsheturns

aroundreadytogiveabiginsultatthispersononly

tobeshockedtoseewhoitis.Herjawisalmoston

thefloorasshockisvisiblywrittenonherface.

Nonhlanhla:"Scelo"?

Theguyfrowns,heisstillthehotmotherfucker!



Beardedup,tall,bigchestandall.

Scelo:Youknowme?

Nonhlanhla:(rollinghereyes)ObviouslyIknowyou.

Iwasyourgirlfriendbeforeyoubrokemyheart.

Hepaysattentiontoherandchucklescoveringhis

mouth.

Scelo:I'llbedamned!Hlahla?Girl,whathappened

toyou?ImeanIdidn'trecognizeyouthere.

Okaythathurts,seeingshealreadyhasconfidence

issues.Shekeepsquietandmovesthetrolley.

Scelo:Ohwow,youareevenmarried?Who'sthe

luckyguy?

Nonhlanhla:Someonewhomendedmyheartafter

youbrokeit.



Scelo:(nodding)Ideservethat,Ireallydo.Tellyou

what?Takemybusinesscardandgivemeacall

whenyouarefreesowecancatchup.

Nonhlanhla:I'mamarriedwomanScelo.

Scelo:Idon'trememberdisputingthat,Iamonly

askingforachancetochillwithyousoyoucantell

mehowlifehasbeen.Callme.

Hedropsthecardinsideherbagandwinkswalking

tothekiosk.ShesighsheavilyandpicksSaneleup.

EBUKA

HeisatMbali'shomeanddamn,healwaysknew

thatherhomeisbeautifulfromthepicturesshe

alwayspostsbutbeingphysicallyhereandseeingit

withhistwoeyesisoverwhelming.

HermotherandPhakamaniwelcomedhimwith



warmhands.OnewouldswearPhakamaniisnot

thesameguywhocametohisbrother'shouseand

intimidatedthem.Helooksverychilledandrelaxed

aboutthewholesituation.

Theyalllaughatajokehejustsharedwhenthe

ownerofthehousewalksin.Thenoiseslowsdown

ashetakeshisseatandstaresathim.

Thabisile:Ithoughtmaybeyouweren'tcomingback.

Mazwakhe:Ialwaysupdatemywhereaboutsand

emergencies…

Hesaysthatwithoutmovinghiseyesfromhimand

nowEbukafeelstensedup.He'sjustachairaway

fromthisman.

Mbali:Beforewegettoeat,Dad,thisismyfiancée,



Ebuka…

Mazwakhe:Ngiyamazi…(Iknowhim)

Mbali:Great,love,thisismyFatherandbestfriend,

MrSibeko…

Mazwakhestandsuptoextendhishandforashake

andEbukaacceptsit.Phew,that'sarelief,they

returnbacktotheirseats.

Ebuka:(clearinghisthroat)It'sapleasureto…

Mazwakhe:Awumekancane,(holdonaminute).I

amnotmuchofaTVpersonbutthereweretimes

mywifeforcedmetowatchthesemoviesfromyour

people.Thatkindofgavemeaninsightonhowyou

dothingsandalittlebitofyourtradition.

FromthefewthatI'vewatched,Isawhowyouguys

getmarried.NowIwantyoutotellmewheredoyou



gettheaudacitytoputthatthingonmydaughter's

fingerwithoutfollowingtherightfootsteps?

Whenyoudecidedthatyouwantherasyourwife,

didn'tyoudoresearchanddiscoveredhowwedo

thingslakhaya?

Mbali:Dad…

Mazwakhe:Uzothulakewena!(Youbettershutup!)

Okay,fromzerotohundredrealquick!Howishe

goingtogetoutofthisone?Phakamaniisbusy

refillinghisglassandobservingsilentlyasMbali

begshimwithhereyestointervene….

Tobecontinued….

(Fampleasedoseethesponsor'spostanddothe

things.Samkeneedstobeon3klikessinceshe



askedanotheradmintoadvertise.Please,ifyou

haven'tliked,seethepreviouspostanddothe

things.

Chapter29comingshortly,don'tforget

tocomment )
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CHAPTER29

EBUKA

Thingsaregettingheatedupbutheisnotpanicking.

Heexpectedthisbehavioranddidn'tallowthefact

thattheymetafewdaysagomadehimthink

otherwise.Heisafather,aZulustrictoneforthat

matterso

Mbali:Mama,ngicelaukhulumenendodayakho



yehliseulaka.(Mompleasetalktoyourmanto

calmdown)

Mazwakhe:Onewordfromyourmouth,weare

goingtohaveaproblem!

Ebuka:EhSir,Iamreallysorryforthedisrespectto

yourhouseholdandculture.Itwasnotmyintention

atallforthattohappen.Irespectyousomuchand

aspiretobethemanyouareinfuture.

Itiswithoutdoubtthatyouareagreatfatherwho

wantsnothingbutthebestforhisdaughter.You

raisedherwellandforthatIwantyoutobeproud

andapplaudyourself.

IknowthetraditionalcustomsIhavetofollowin

ordertohaveherasMrsOkori.Myinitialplanwas

todoeverythingaccordinglybutIgotcaughtupin

themomentandproposed.



Mazwakhe:Ngizifunazonkeizinkomozamiuyezwa?

(Iwantallmycows,doyouhearme?)

EbukalookslostandMazwakhepickuphisspoon.

Mazwakhe:She'sgoingtotranslateitforyou.Are

youworking?

Mbalijustsmilesanddoeseffortlessly.

Ebuka:Youaregoingtogeteverythingthatisdueto

youSir,Ipromise.CurrentlyI'mrunningmy

brother'sbusinessesbutIwanttostartsomething

ofmyownsoon.

Mazwakhe:Onemorething,Akashwawaowami

umntwana,atherage,I'veneverlaidahandonher.

Sheisahumanbeing,anadultthatyousither



downandaddressheronissuesandmattersthat

troublesher.

Idon'twanttoseeherwithaswollenfaceandeyes

becauseofyourhands.NotonlywillIkillyoufor

that,Iwillmakesureeveninyournextlifeyoudon't

dreamofsuch…

Ebuka:Iamnotawomanbeaterorabuser.Ishall

nevermistreather.

Mazwakhenodswhileeatinghisfood,helooks

calmnow.Ebuka'sphoneringsinsidehispockets

andit'soneoftheguysguardinghisbrother's

house.Hethoughtoflettingthemgobutrealized

thatthesecuritytheybringit'scomfortable.

Ebuka:Pleaseexcuseme,Ineedtotakethis.



Hewalkstowardstheexitandanswershisphone.

Ebuka:Jojo,whatisit?Nowit'snotagoodtimeooh!

Jojo:Yourbrotherfoughtagoodfightandnowis

breathingonhisown.Youcanseehim.

Ebuka:Areyouserious?

Jojo:I'mdeadserious,I'matthehospitalaswe

speak.I'llsendyoualocation.

Ebuka:Thisisgreatnews,Iwillbeonmywaythere

soon.

Wow;finally!Nowheneedstobefullyawakeso

thathecanbeginwithgis

hisweddingarrangements.Heneverwantedto



marrywithouthisbrother,despitethehistory

betweenhimandthefamily.

Mbali:Everythingalright?

Mbaliaskshimassoonashereturnsoutside.

Ebuka:Everythingisgood,Iwouldliketoapologize

forcuttingthisdinnershort.Ihavesomewhereto

rushto.ThankyouforthewarmwelcomeIreceived.

Iwillseeyousoon.

Mbaliwalkshimtothecarandtheystandbyit.

Mbali:Well,Ican'tbeoutfortoolong,Idon'twant

myfathertothinkotherwise.Whatisthesudden

emergency?



Ebuka:IreceivedacallthatTonyisnowoffthe

machinesandcanbreatheonhisown.

Mbali:That'sgreatnewsbabe,nowwecanresume

theweddingpreparations.

Ebuka:Exactlymythoughts!Icannotwait!

Mbali:Samehere,thankyouforbeingthemanthat

youaretome,love.Yourloveoverwhelmsme

everyday.

Ebuka:Foryou,Icanbeeverything.

Theyhugbrieflyandhestealsababykissbefore

steppinginsidehiscaranddrivesoutatspeed…

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

Bumpingintoherexearliertookherbacktowhat

shethoughtshehadhealedfrom.Shefindsherself

stalkinghimonhissocialmediapagesanddamn,

heistentimesbetterthanhewasbefore.



Butthisiswrong,sheisamarriedwomanand

shouldn'tbeentertainingtoxicexesthatcannever

giveherwhatshehas.Shetorethecardthathe

gaveherwithallhiscontactdetailsandclearher

searchhistory.

Thedevilistheliarandshallnotwin.Sceloisa

walking,talkingandbreathingredflag.Hopefullyit

wasthelasttimeshebumpedintohimbecause

wow,she'snotreadytowitnessMazwakhesplit

bloodbecauseofher.

NHLONIPHO

Heopenshiseyesashefeelsthecoldconsuming

hisbodyandrealisesthatheisactuallysleepingon

thefloor.Heswitchesonthelightsandthewhole

placeisempty.



Whatishappening?Hisheadhurtsterriblyandhe

remembersthatLumkahithimwithsomethingat

theback..touchingwherethepaincomesfrom,his

handcomesbackwithbloodandthatforceshimto

runtothemirrortocheckwhatishappening.

Lookingaroundattheemptyplace,hismindquickly

registerswhathappened.Lumkafleed!Butwithhis

furniture?Everythingincludingtheleaseofthis

apartmentisinhisname.Hegothereverything

becausehedidn'twanthertosufferandthisisthe

thankhegets?

Hisheartisheavyandthefirstthingthatcomesto

hismindistocallherandaskwhatisthisbuthis

phoneisnotinhispockets!Herunstothedoorand

bangsonitsoloudscreamingforhelp.

Whatseemstobelikeforever,thedooropensand

thebuildingmanagerwalksinwithanother

neighbor.



"Heyman,doyourealizewhattimeitis?"

Nhlonipho:Iamsorrygentlemen,Ididn'tmeanto

disruptthetenants.It'sjustthatIhavebeenrobbed

ofallofmybelongings.

Neighbor:How?Didanyonebreakin?

Nhlonipho:No,mygirlfriendrobbedme,shedrugged

meandIwokeuptothis.Wait,mycar!

Herunsoutoftheapartmentstraighttothevisitor's

parkinglotandnearlyfaintswhenheseesthespot

hehadparkedonempty.Handsgoabovehishead

andhecries…

Nhlonipho:Usengazeathatheimotoyamiiyintsha

pho?(Didshereallyhavetotakemynewcar

though?)



B.Manager:Youhavetocometoourofficesand

reportthis.We'llgetateamtolookintotheCCTV

footage.

Hehearsthebuildingmanagertalkingbutheis

physicallypresentashismindandsoularefar

away.Howishegoingtoexplainthistohisfamily?

PHAKAMANI

Hereceivedacallfromanunknownnumberwhen

hewasdressingupaftertakingabath.Itwas

Nhloniphoaskinghimtofetchhim,hehassomany

questionsbutdecidesthatheisgoingtoaskhim

whenheseeshiminperson.

HewalksontoMazwakhedrinkinghiscoffeeand

greets.Mazwakhelooksathimandsmirks.



Mazwakhe:Uyoqomisakuphinjengobaugcoke

kanje?(whoareyoutryingtoimpressdressedlike

this?)

That'shiswayoftellinghimthathelooksgood.He

isonblackjeans,awhitegolft-shirt,zulusandals

andumqhele(crown)onhishead.

Phakamani:Awbaba,Ijustdecidedtolookgood,

there'snothingmuchaboutit.

Mazwakhe:Ihearyou;sinceyouaregoing

out,pleasetakethetaxioutsidetoSambulo,heis

expectingit.

Phakamani:Okayfather,Ineedtorushsomewhere,

I'llseeyoulater.Wherewillyoubetoday?



Mazwakhe:Mydayisfilledwithmeetingsandthen

I'llgotoMaGwala'shouselater.

Phakamani:Alright,passmygreetingstoher.

Hegrabsthecarkeysanddrivesoutplaying

umaskandimusic.Thissongmakeshimfeellikea

taxidriverandinkabistraight.Hestopsatastop

signwhereheseesthisladywithshorthair,toned

skinwithmediumheightbusycheckingherwatch.

Helowershiswindowandparksnexttoher.

Phakamani:Asambe..(let'sgo)

Her:Nothankyou.

Phakamani:Youaregoingtobelate.

Her:Youarenotranking,whywouldIwanttoenter

anemptytaxi?



Phakamani:Idon'tknow,Iamjusttryingtohelp.All

thetaxisthistimearegoingtocomeherefull.So

youaregoingtowaithereformorethananhour.I

candropyouoffattherankorwhereveryouare

going.Yourchoice.

Shelooksathimforamomentpressingherlips

togetherandsighsdefeatedclimbingonthefront

seat.

Her:Thankyou.

Phakamani:Mypleasure,what'syourname?

Her:Refiloe.

Phakamani:Despitethesunburningyourskin,you

arebeautifulRefiloe.

Refiloe:Ahah…please,IdonotaspiretobeHlomu

pleasedonottrytobeMqheleonme.

Phakamanicracksupsoloudshakinghishead.



Phakamani:ButwhywouldIwanttobeMqhele

whenIcanbePhakamaniSibeko?

Refiloe:HowamIsupposedtoknowbecausewow,

thatseriesgavetaxidrivershopehey.

Phakamani:ExceptthatIamnotataxidriver…

Refiloe:Younot?

Phakamani:Yes,lamataxiawasekhaya!(thisismy

father'staxi)

Refiloe:Stillthesame,I'mgoodwithZulumen

owningtaxis.

Phakamanismilesamused,forgettingthathehas

tofetchNhlonipho.

Phakamani:Where'sthedestinationofthistrip?

Tobecontinued…
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PHAKAMANI

HedropsRefiloeoffatherworkplaceandmanages

toscorenumbersfromher.Thisisallexcitingand

heislookingforwardtoseeingher.Sheseemslike

aninterestingcharacter.

HedrivesstraightuptofetchNhloniphoandfinds

himbythesecurityguardsatthegate.After

learningwhathappenedtohim,helaughsoutloud

likecrazy.Notbecauseheisnotsympatheticor

anythingbutbecausehedoesn'tbelievehownaive

Nhloniphowas.



Literally;everybodywarnedhimaboutthisgirland

shefeltasiftheywereganginguponhisgirlfriend

ordidn'tlikeher.Nowlookhowitended,intears.

Phakamani:Atleasttheydidn'ttakeyourclothes.

ButontheseriousnoteNhlonipho,youneedto

openacaseforthisgirl.Shecan'tgetawaywith

whatshedid,especiallyyourcar.

Nhlonipho:Idon'tknowwhattothink,Icanimagine

yourfatheronmyneckaboutthis.Ineedtogetmy

thingsandmoveherefortimebeingwhileIfigure

thingsout.Ican'tbewiththerentsandhavethem

interrogateme.

Phakamani:Howareyougoingtostayinaempty

apartment?

Ithadbuildinwardrobeandkitchenunitsbutit's

stillempty.



Nhlonipho:I'lltakethestuffinmyroom,bed,sound

andTV.TherestofthestuffI'llbuyitmonthend

whenIgetpaidfromwork.

Phakamani:OkaymaybeIcanassistyouinthat

department,includinggrocery.Canyouevencook?

Nhlonipho:DoIhaveachoice?Ineedtosaveup.

FirstthingIneedisanewphone.

Phakamani:(patshimonhisback)It'sgoingtobe

alrightbrother's,thisshallpasstoo.So,Imetagirl

thismorning.

Nhlonipho:(shakinghishead)Weareinthismess

becauseofagirl,andyouareheretellingmeabout

meetingagirl?



Phakamani:Erh,ainevermind.

HeparksoutsideNhlonipho'shomeandhegetsout.

Nhlonipho:Thatcameoutwrong,I'msorry.It'sjust

thatIamstressed.

Phakamani:Iunderstand,begood.I'llseeyoulater.

IneedtodropthistaxiofftoSambulo.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

Khetheloisvisitingandshetellsherhow

Mazwakhereactedtothenewsofhersexuality.

Sanelisiwe:Iamseriouslyproudofmyhusband

andhappyforyouKhethi.Nowyoudon'thaveto

liveinfearandhidewhoyouare.



Khethelo:That'sthereliefpartofithey,wecanlove

eachotherloudandopenlyso.Mandisaspoke

aboutmarriage,Idon'tknowifshewantsto

proposeorwhat.

Sanelisiwe:Maybeshedoes,areyoureadythough?

Khethelo:Iwouldmarrythathumanbeinganytime

andday.Spendingrestofmylifewithisoneof

goalsIpraydailyabout.

Sanelisiwe:Sweetmarn,howlonghaveyoubeen

together?

Khethelo:2years?Ithinkso…

Shereadsamessagefromherphoneandsmiles

widely.



Sanelisiwe:Girlfriend?

Khethelo:No,it'sPhakamani.Hetellsmehemeta

girlhethinkshelikesthismorning.

Urhm,clearsthroat,deepsighandsmile…

Sanelisiwe:Atlonglast…

Khethelo:Ihopesheistheoneforhim,heneedsto

findawifebeforefatherarrangesoneforhim.

Sanelisiwe:Idoubthewoulddothatinthisdayand

age…

Khethelo:(chuckling)Youdon'tknowmyfather…

Sanelisiwethinkstoherselfthatatleastit'sagood

thingthatPhakamanihashiseyesonsomebody.

Nowshewon'thavetofeelawkwardaroundhim.



NOSIPHO

She'satworkandit'sabusyday,dealingwith

mediareportsfortheirclientsandsocialmedia

posts.Herjobisexcitinganddemandingatthe

sametime.Honestly,sheisworkingbecauseshe

hasadegreeandafatherwhodoesn'ttolerate

unemployedpeopleinhishousehold.

Sheislookingforwardtoretireandbearich

housewifeofMario.It'sstillearlydaysbuttheir

conversionareheadingthere.TomorrowShe's

goingtohishouse.Excitementandnervesare

dealingwithherasshetriestoimaginehowthe

visitisgoingtobelike.

Anunexpectedvisitorshowsupandsheisshocked

toseehimwithabandagearoundhishead.



Nosipho:Nhlo,whathappened?Wereyouattacked?

Nhlonipho:It'snothingseriousorheavymysisterI

willmanage.Ijustgotrobbedlastnightandyeah,

thewound.

Nosipho:Ohmygoodness,I'msosorry.Areyou

alrightthough?

Nhlonipho:I'mfinepleasedon'tpanic.Urhm,you

won'tlikethisbutIkindofpressed.

Nosipho:What'sup?

Nhlonipho:Iamgoingtoneedthecar…

Sheisdrivinghisfirstcarhepassedovertoher

whenheupgraded.ThewhitegolfGTI.



Nosipho:Whatdoyoumeanyouneedthecar?

Hecan'tbeserious!Heflexedhismusclesandgave

herthiscarwithoutanyoneaskinghimtoo.The

rentsdidn'tbothertobuyheronebecauseshewas

covered.

Nhlonipho:It'sgoingtobeforawhileupuntilIget

backtomyfeet.2or3months…

Nosipho:ThisisnotfairNhlonipho.Can'tyouask

Dadormomforhelp?

Nhlonipho:Andhavethemonmycaseaboutthis?

Nosipho:Soyouwouldrathertakebackthegiftyou

giftedmewith?



Shewantstocry,Nhlonipho'segowillbethedeath

ofhim.Theirparentscanswipeacarcashforhim

yethechoosestohurther.

Nhlonipho:I'llbringitbackIpromise…

Nosipho:InthemeantimewhatamIgoingtodo?

WhataboutisidimasamiNhlonipho?Ishouldgo

backtotaxisandUber?Youknowwhat,itsfine.

Takeitandneverbringitback.

Shesearchesforthekeysfromherhandbagand

givesittohim.Thisisalessontoneveraccepts

giftsfromhimeveragain.Nhloniphoapologiesand

walksoutofheroffice.

Shewipeshertearsandtrytofocusonherwork.

Mariocalls,hisnameonherphone'sscreenliftsher

mood.



Nosipho:baby…

Mario:Princess,yougood?

Nosipho:NotquitebutI'llbefine?

Mario:Whatisit?Talktome..

It'swaytooearlytobombardhimwithherfamily

problemsnow.

Nosipho:Idon'thaveacarforthenext2or3

monthsandI'mstressed.

Mario:Isthatthereasonwhyyourvoiceishuskyas

ifyouwerecrying?Let'smeetforlunchandsee

whatIcandoaboutit.

Huh,whatwasthat?Hermoodchanges

immediately.

Nosipho:I'lltextyouthedetails.



Mario:Makeitthesameplace,Ilovedit.

Nosipho:Cool,seeyouinthenexthour.

Mario:Ican'twaitbaby…

MAZWAKHE

Hecamehomeearlytodaywiththeintentionto

spendsomequalitytimewithhisfamily.Hewalks

uponMaGwalaandhugsherfrombehindbutshe

removesherselffromit.

Mazwakhe:Whatisit?

Nokubonga:Nothing,I'mjustnotfeelingwell.

Mazwakhe:That'ssobadthatyoucan'tevenhug

me?

Sheturnsaroundandgiveshimahughefeelsis

forced.Somethingisoff,hecanfeelit.



Mazwakhe:Sthandwasami,areyoualright?

Nokubonga:YesI'mfine.Justtiredandneedtorest.

Mazwakhe:Mhmm,maybeIcanrunyouahot

bubblebathandgiveyouamassagewithahappy

endinglater?

Nokubonga:SoundssweetbutIwanttogotobed

now,I'vealreadyshowered.

Mazwakhe:Wherearethekidsandwhatarewe

eatingtoday?

Nokubonga:Ididn'tcooktoday,butorderedsome

takeaways.Yoursisinthemicrowave.Asforyour

kids,NhloniphoisinhisroomandNosiphoisnot

backfromwork.

Hestopsherfromwalkingawayfromhim.

Mazwakhe:Iseverythingalright?Arewefighting?

Nokubonga:Nowearenot…



Mazwakhe:ThenwhyamIgettingtheseweird

vibesfromyou?Ifeellikeyouarepunishingme..

Nokubonga:Punishingyouhow?

Mazwakhe:Youdidn'tcookand…

Nokubonga:So,it'sokayforyoutoeattakeaways

throughoutyourwholestaywithSanelisiwebutisit

anissueifIsuggestthemhere?

Mazwakhe:Ididn'tsaythat…

Nokubonga:Sibeko,I'mtired,it'sreallybeenalong

day.

Hereleasesherandsighs.Heisgoingtogettothe

bottomofthislateron,butfornowhehastolether

bebecauseyoucan'tsolveanythingwhenbothof

yourspiritsarehigh.

HegoestoNhlonipho'sroomandknocks,his

clothesareontopofthebedwithsuitcasesopened

ontheside.



Mazwakhe:Kuyiwaphi?(Whereareyougoing?)

Nhlonipho:IwillbelivinginmyapartmentthatI

rentedformygirlfriend.

Mazwakhe:Youarenotplanningoncohabitingwith

herright?

Nhlonipho:No,sheleftme.

Mazwakhe:Leftyou?

Nhlonipho:Yes,withanotherguy.Youwereright,I

wasjustafool.

Hisvoiceisfilledwithemotionsandpain.

Mazwakhe:I'msorry…

Nhlonipho:Noyouarenot,justsayit,tellmethat

youtoldmeso.

Mazwakhe:Ican't,NhloniphoyouaremysonandI

loveyou.Ican'trejoiceinyourmisery,asmuchasI



neverlikedherbutI'mnothappytoseeyoulikethis.

NhloniphobrusheshisfaceandMazwakheturns

himaroundforaverystronghug.

Nhlonipho:Iamsuchafailure,everythingIdoor

touchturnsouttobeadisaster.

Mazwakhe:Youarenotafailure,Ididn'tgivebirthto

one.Youneedtohaveadirectioninlife.It'snottoo

late,gobacktothedrawingboardandpendown

yourlife.

Withyoumoving,doyouneedanyhelp?

Nhlonipho:(wipinghistearsoff)Justfurniturebut

Phakamanisaidheisgoingtoassist.

Mazwakhe:It'salright,I'lltakecareofit.Ifyoudon't

mindmeasking,whathappened?

Nhlonipho:I'mnotreadytotalkaboutit,maybeone



daywhenthewoundhashealed.

Mazwakhe:Fairenough,wheneveryouareready,

mydoorisalwaysopen…

EBUKA

TonyisfullyawakenowandEbukaissohappy.

Troublesomeasheis,that'sstillhisbrotherandthe

onlyfamilyhehas.

Ebuka:Lookwho'sback!

Hesayswithsomuchexcitementwalkinginsidehis

wardwithalltheballoonsandnicestuff.

Tony:I'mnotthetypetodieeasily,son.

Ebuka:I'mjusthappythatyoudidn'tloseyour

memoryinallofthis

Tony:IalsothankGodooh…Jojotellsmethatyou



havebeenhandlingmybusinesswell.Thankyou

littlebrother.

Ebuka:Ihadnochoice,Iwasforcedto"manup"

Tonysmilesabitandtriestositup,Ebukahelps

him.ThesmilequicklydisappearswhenEbuka

toucheshisthighsandhefeelsnothing.

Ebuka:Whatisit?

Tony:Pinchmylegsorslapmythighs…

Ebuka:Why?

Tony:Justdoit…

Ebukadoesasinstructedandagain,hefeels

nothing…

Tony:No…no…no…getadoctorhererightnow!

Ebuka:Whatisit?

Tony:Ican'tfeelmylegs,ohJesusdon'tdothisto

me!Ebuka,mylegs!Getthedoctor!



Ebuka:Okay,calmdown,I'llgocallhim…

Tobecontinued…
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EBUKA

ThedoctorwalksinthewardandasksthatTony

calmdownwhilehereadshisfileanddosome

checksonhim.

Ebuka:Doctor,howismybrother?

Doctor:Frommyreport,heisdoingwellandhis

bodyisrespondingwelltotreatment.Wedidtests



andhisconditionisnotpermanent.Wearegoingto

assignaphysiothatwillassisthimbackto

normalcy.

Ebuka:(smiling)Didyouhearthatbrother?It'snota

permanentsituation.ThankyouDoctor.

Doctor:Don'tstaylongsothathecanrest.

HewalksoutandTonywipeshistears,thismustbe

hardonhim.

Ebuka:Iknowthisishardtodigestbutatleast

there'ssomepositivityinit.

Tony:What'spositiveaboutnotfeelingmylegs?

Whatifhejustsaysthistobekind?Iamdoomed

forlife?

Ebuka:Idon'tthinkthat'sthecase…

Tony:Anyway,let'stalkaboutsomethingelse



positive,notthis.

Ebuka:OK,MbaliandIareengaged..

Tony:(chucklingindisbelief)Youarejokingright?

Ebuka:NoI'mnot,I'mgladyouareupbecausenow

Icanresumepayingbridepriceforher.Imether

fatherand…

Tony:Paybridepricewithwhosemoney?

Ebuka:Tony…

Tony:NoEbuka,Iseriouslycan'tbelievethis!You

wanttomarryamanthatisresponsibleformy

condition?Whosesideareyouon?Whathappened

tobloodbeingthickerthanwater?

Ebuka:Tony,youarenotavictiminthis,youstarted

this.Atleastyouarealive,rememberyoukilled

somebody?

Tony:Getout…

Ebuka:Tony….

Tony:Getoutyoutraitor!Getout!!Nurse!!!



Ebukaraiseshishandsandwalksoutofthe

hospitalwardwithaheavyheart.Thisisgoingtobe

hard.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Mazwakhemakeshiswayinsidetheirbedroomand

takesoffhisclothesandjoinsherinbed.Heshifts

closertoherandwraphishandsalloverherbody.

Mazwakhe:Magwala…

Hisvoiceiscalmandpolite,sheturnsaroundand

looksathim.

Nokubonga:Baba…

Mazwakhe:Kwenzenjani?(whathappened)

Nokubonga:I'mjuststressedaboutthefutureofmy



children.IfeellikeyoufavourThabisile'schildren

andthat'swhyI'mstressed.

Mazwakhe:Stressedinwhichway?

Nokubonga:Lasttimeyouspokeabouthaving

Phakamanimanageyourbusinesses.

Mazwakhe:Yes?

Nokubonga:Tobehonestthatdidn'tsitwellwith

me.

Mazwakhe:Elaborate…

Nokubonga:(sighs)Phakamaniisnotyourblood

son,himbeinganheirdoesn'tsoundright.

Accordingtotradition,ivezandlebealikwazikuba

indlalifa(someonenotyourchildcan'tbeanheir)

Mazwakhe:Accordingtotradition,whosetradition?

Shekeepsquiet,whyisheaskingtheobvious?He

isaZuluman!

Mazwakhe:Magwala,Iamgoingtosaythisanddo



itforthelasttime.Phakamaniismyson,Ibecame

afatherforthefirsttimethroughhim.Iraisedhim

asaSibekoandthat'sit.

Nokubonga:Andwhathappenswhenhisfather

showsuponeday?

Mazwakhe:That'snotsomethingIwanttoworry

myselfabout.Wespokeandhoweverhereacts,

that'sonhim.

Nokubonga:It'snotfairthatyouwanttoputhim

aboveyourownblood,itmakesmefeellikeyou

don'tlovethemthewayyoushould.

Mazwakhe:Accordingtoyou,Nhloniphoisfitto

leadthisfamily?

Nokubonga:Ifheisnot,whyareyounotteaching

himandshowinghimtheropesthesamewayyou

havebeendoingtothisboy?Aren'tyouafraidof

himturningonyouoneday?

Mazwakheswitchesoffthelightsandturnshis



backagainsther.

Mazwakhe:I'mnotgoingtoansweryou,andyou

betterstopthismindsetyouarehavingbeforeyou

comebetweenmychildren.

REFILOE

Sheisworkinginaninsurancecompanyandthe

salestargetsaredrivinghermad.Themoneyisnot

thatgoodbutitgetsherby,shemanagestopayrent,

buygroceriesandtoiletriesforherself.

Herphoneringsandit'stheguythatbroughtherto

workthismorning.Heisveryhandsomeandhis

typeisknowntobeverytroublesome,worsehehas

ataxibackground.Herlittlefragileheartcan't

stomachanymoreheartbreak.

Hedoesn'thangupandthatforceshertoanswer.



Refiloe:Hello?

Phakamani:Fifi,how'syourdaygoing?

Refiloe:It'sokay,Iamlookingforwardtoknocking

offandgoinghome.

Phakamani:CanIcomeandfetchyoufromwork?

Refiloe:Why?

Phakamani:Iwouldlovetotalktoyou,sothere's

thisplacewecangotofordrinksanddinner.

Refiloe:I'msorryPhakamani,Ican'tjustupand

leavewithyou…

Phakamani:Why?Pleasedon'ttellmeyouhavea

manyouarerushingtoafterwork.

Refiloe:No,nothinglikethat…

Phakamani:Thenlet'sgo,Ireallywanttoseeyou.

Refiloe:Phakamani,Ihavetofindasitter…

Phakamani:Sitter?

Refiloe:Yes,formydaughter.



Amomentofsilencepasses,theregoesherchance.

Hedoesn'tdatebabymamas,hedidmentionin

passingthathedoesn'thaveachild.

Phakamani:Icanaskmysistertobabysit.

Hesaysandsheisstunned,shethoughtthenext

answerfromhimwasanapology.

Refiloe:Yousure?

Phakamani:Yes,Ihave3sistersand4mothers.

Oneofthemwillcomethrough.

Refiloe:InthatcaseIguessyeah,wecango.

Phakamani:Thankyou,letmemakesomecallsand

letyouknow.

Heendsthecallandshesmilesalone.Shehas



doubtsaboutleavingherdaughterwithstrangers

butit'sbeen2yearssinceherbabydaddyleftthem.

Hiscommitmentiswhatmakesherwanttotakethe

risk,helooksharmlessbutsheisgoingtodouble

checkbeforeagreeingtoanything.

NOSIPHO

Mariosurprisedher,theydidn'tevenspendmuch

timeatthatrestaurantbutheadedstraighttothe

dealershipwhereheswipedacarcashforher.She

didn'twantahugecarthatwoulddraweyestoher.

Sheoptedforacarthatshecanaffordwithher

salaryifsheweretobeaskedaboutitandboughta

BMW1series.Fromthedealership,theydrove

straightuphere,hishouseforcelebration.They

havebeenpoppinchampagnelikecrazy.

Thishouselooksnew,somethingsarestillinside



theboxes.

Mario:Thishouseneedsawoman'stouch,your

touchmylove.

Nosipho:Iagree,Ialreadyhaveafewideasinmy

mind.

Helooksatherwarmlyandtakesherhand.

Mario:Letmeshowyoumyfavoritepartofthe

room.

Heleadsherthroughthestaircaseallthewaytothe

bedroomandpusheshertothebedcausingherto

bumponit.Shegigglesandwatcheshimcrawling

overherinthebedandtheykiss.



Hiskissisfastpacedandhishandsverybusyasit

touchestherightplacescausinghertobeneedy.Is

itchampagne?Sheisnotusuallythisquicktobe

aroused.Hehelpsheroutofherdressandshe's

leftwithherunderwearonly.

Heshifsherunderwearasideandrubsherclit

vigorouslywhilestaringinhereyes.Shewants

morethanhisfinger.Heseestheneedinhereyes

andgoesdownonher.

OhLord,man'sgoodwithhistongueshesings

praisesandbrusheshisheadtogodeeperandhe

getsuppinherhandsaboveherhead.

Hisotherhandcomesbackwithcuffs.

Nosipho:Please,don'tcuffme.

Mario:Relax,youaregoingtohavefun..



Nosipho:No,theymakemeuncomfortable…

Mario:Youwilllovethem…

Nosipho:Mariopleasestop…

Heignoresherandcuffshertothebed,sheis

beatingfastnowashermindracesandincreases

herparanoia.

Nosipho:(crying)Mariogetthesethingsoff

me,please!!

Tobecontinued….
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NOSIPHO



Mariostopswhenheseeshertearsandquickly

removesthecuffsfromherwristsandsitsnextto

her.

Mario:Princess,IamsorryIdidn'tmeantoscare

you.Ihonestlythoughtyouweregoingtolikethis

sinceyoulooklikean"IT"girl.

Nosipho:IlovethingsbutthisisoneofthosethatI

don't.

Mario:Didsomethinghappen,itlookedlikeIkindof

triggeredyou.

Nosipho:Ijustdon'tlikenotbeingincontroland

thisfeltlikeIwastrappedandpowerless.

Mario:I'msorryagain,reallyweshouldhave

addressedthisandIthinkit'searlyformeto

introduceyoutothis.Iloveit.Iwon'tliebutIwon't

forceyouintoit.



RatherI'llintroduceandteachyouslowlyuntilyou

arecomfortablewithit.Isthatokay?

Nosipho:(nodding)Yes,that'sfine…

Mario:Okay,getdressedandI'llseewhattoeatin

themeantime.

Hekissesherforeheadandstepsoutoftheroom.

Shecoversherfacewiththeduvetssighing.That

wasnotagoodstartatallbutatleasthestopped

whensheaskedhimto.

Shegetsoffthebedandlooksforsomethingthat

belongstohimtowear.Maybelaterwhentheytry

againitwon'tbesoawkward.Asshe'sbusylooking

forsomethingtowearinhiscloset,ashirtorshorts

maybe,sheseesanenvelopehiddenunderthe

clothes.

Outofcuriosity,sheopensitandthere'spicturesof

Mariowhileyoungandanoldidentitybook.Mariois



hissecondnamefromtheIDbookandhenever

toldherhisfirstname.

Mario:Whatareyoudoingthere?

Shekeepshercoolandplacestheenvelopeand

hidesitwithat-shirtbeforeturningaroundtoface

Mario.

Nosipho:Iwaslookingforsomethingtowear.

Mario:Well;doyoufindanything?

Nosipho:No,IthinkI'llsticktomyclothes.

Mario:Okaythen,there'snothinghereIthinkwe

shouldgobuysomethingororderin?Whichever

wayyouprefer.

Shewantstogohome,suddenlyshedoesn'tfeel

comfortableherebutdoesn'twanttoraisealarms.



Nosipho:Let'sgoout,thefreshairwilldousgood.

Mario:YouknowIdon'tlikegoingaroundandbeing

withpeople.

Nosipho:Butwhyisthat?Youareafineman…

Mario:Thesamewaycuffsmadeyou

uncomfortableisthesamereactionIgetforbeing

aroundpeople.Dressup,I'llgiveyoumycardthen

youcangetussomethingtoeatsinceyouwant

freshair.

Nosipho:Okay…

MariowalksbackoutoftheroomandNosipho

quicklyputseverythingbackasshefindsthemand

wearsherclothes.Snoopingaroundisnotagood

idea,shealmostgotcaughtanditwasgoingto

makethingsmoreawkward.



MBALI

Ebukalookstenseduptodayandheexplainstoher

theconversationthattookplacebetweenhimand

Tonybackinthehospital.Deepdownshewishes

thatTonydiedbecauseheisgoingtobea

headacheintheirrelationship.Butobviously,he

cannotvoicethosethoughtsout.

Mbali:Sowhatareyougoingtodonow?

Ebuka:Ihaveabout50ksavedup,I'lluseitand

startmyownbusiness.Ican'tbedependableon

Tonyforeverbecausethat'sexactlywhatmakes

himthinkhecancontrolme.

Mbali:Thebusinessyouaregoingtostart,how

longisitgoingtostartbringinginmoney?Ebuka:I

can'tsayforsurebutlet'sgiveit6months…

Mbali:6months?Ebukathat'stoofarandyou



expectmetobestillwearingthisringtillthen?

Didn'tyouhearwhatmyfathersaid?

Ebuka:SowhatmusthappennowMbali?Because

evenaftermarryingyouIshouldbeabletotake

careandprovideforyou.

Mbali:Asamanshould…

Ebuka:ThenIhavetostartthisbusiness…

Mbali:6monthsistoofar,howaboutIgiveyou

moneyandyouaregoingtopaymeonceyour

businesspicksup.

Ebuka:What?Doyouhearwhatyouaresaying?

Youwanttomarryyourself?

Mbali:Ofcoursenot,Iamloaningyouthemoney…

Ebuka:Idon'twantyourmoneyMbali…

Mbali:Ebuka,thisisnottherighttimetoexercise

yourpride…

Ebuka:It'snotprideMbali,Ijustdon'tunderstand

whatthepressureisallofasudden.Letmedo



thingstherightway.

Mbali:Ican'tbelievethis,youcometomylifeand

makepromisestomeandmyfamilywhereasyou

don'tevenhavemoneytofulfillthem.Ineedsome

air.

Sheputsonhersleepersandwalksoutofthe

house.Menandtheiregos,what'swrongwithher

loaninghimmoney?It'snotlikesomeonewillknow

aboutit.OneofTony'smenlooksather,he'svery

tall,withabuiltupbody,thisoneisdefinitelyagym

freak.

Jojo:Youokay?

Mbali:Notreally,EbukaandIarehavingalittle

disagreement.It'snothingmajor,we'llbefine.

Jojo:Iwonderwhatthatboyhasdonenow?Iam

stillstrugglingtounderstandhowafinegirllikeyou

iswastinghertimewiththatboyeh…

Mbali:Ilovehim,wemightbefightingrightnowbut



he'sagoodperson.

Jojo:(chuckling)Beingagoodboydoesn'tpaythe

bills.Allthebestthough…

Heleavesheraloneandshesighssittingonthe

stoepstaringinthedarkness….

PHAKAMANI

HeisdrivingtoKhethelo'splacewithRefiloeand

hertwoyearolddaughterKefilwe.Khetheloagreed

tobeababysittersothathecangoonadatewith

Refiloe.

Phakamani:Wehavearrived…

Refiloe:Areyousureyoursisteriscoolwiththis?

Phakamani:Itoldyoutostopworrying,Kefilwewill

befineandsafehere.Let'sgo.



TheystepoutofthecarandPhakamanicarriesthe

littlegirlallthewaytoKhethelo.Sheopensand

welcomestheminwithwarmhands.Mandisais

aroundtoo.

Khethelo:She'ssoprettyPK…

Shewhispers,nudginghimaftertheintroduction

andhesmiles.

Phakamani:Iknowright,thankyouforagreeingto

dothis.

Khethelo:Anythingtoseeyououtthereandhaving

agreattime.

Refiloethanksthemagainandtheyleaveforthecar.

Refiloe:Seemslikeyoursisterisagreatperson.



Phakamani:Sheis,Icansayweareclose.Refiloeis

safewiththem,don'tbesurprisedifshedoesn't

wanttocomeback.

Refiloe:Doesshehavekids?

Phakamani:Notyet…

Refiloe:Doyouwanttohavekids?

Phakamani:Yes,3or4..

Shepopshereyesoutandhelaughs.

Phakamani:Whatisit?

Refiloe:Somanykids?

Phakamani:We'llaffordthem..

Refiloe:"We"?

Phakamani:YesFifi,Iamgoingtowifeyouand

thenhaveyoufilltheMaziyahouseholdwith

beautifulkids.



Sheblushesandlooksoutsidethewindow,hetakes

herhandintohisandshedoesn'tprotest.

Phakamani:Ireallylikedyou,Ifeellike.youarethe

personI'vebeenwaitingforallthiswhile.

Refiloe:I'mscared…

Phakamani:Ofwhat?

Refiloe:YoubecomethemanI'veprayedfor,it's

beenhardPhakamani.Raisingmydaughteralone,

losingfamilyandfriendsbecauseofbabydaddy.

AllIprayedandaskedforwasamanthat'sgoingto

givemepeace.

Phakamani:Thenletmebethatforyou,your

answeredprayer….

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Sheishardlyconcentratingatwhatshedoesasher

mindisgoingwildabouteverything.Howisshe

goingtomakeMazwakheseeherpointofview

withoutappearingasifshewantstocontrolthe



familyordestroyit?

Thatisnotherintentionatallbutforherkidssake,

sheiswillingtogothroughitalljustsothattheyget

whattheydeserve,especiallyNhlonipho.

Mazwakheshouldbeprioritizinghimashisheirand

teachinghimtheropesbutno,heisinvestingon

somebodyheknowscanwalkoutofthemAnytime

hisrealfamilyshowsup.

Hisrealfamily?Shesmilesatthatthought,why

didn'tshethinkofthisallthiswhile?Thisisan

answertohertroubles.Sheneedstofindthisman

andmakesurehecomesforhisson.Thatwaythe

heirpositionwillbevacantandMaziyawillhaveno

otherchoiceexceptdoingwhatheshouldhave

doneallthistime.

Nowtherealissue,howisshegoingtofindthis



man?Thabisileistheanswer,sheneedstoget

closertoheragainjustfortheinformationandget

someonetrustworthytodothejobforher.

ShepicksupherphoneanddialsThabisilewho

picksuponthesecondring.

Thabisile:MakaNhlonipho?

Nokubonga:HeyMamkhulu,howareyoudoing?It's

beenawhile.

Thabisile:Saythatagain,butI'malrightandyou?

Nokubonga:Thesekidswannagivemegreyhair

butstillalive.Listen,whatareyoudoing?Maybewe

cangrabsomelunchsometimeandtellyouall

aboutit.

Thabisile:That'sokay,let'sdoittomorrow.

Nokubonga:Perfect,tomorrowthen,I'lltextyouthe

timeandplace.



TheybidgoodbyetoeachotherandNokubonga

smilesaloneandreturnsbacktoherwork.

MAZWAKHE

Hechecksonhiswatchandclickshistongue.He

hateswaiting,especiallywhensomeonewantshis

servicesbuthastheaudacitytobelate.

Hecallsthewaiterforabillwhenhisnewbranch

managerforthefuneralparlorbusinessshowsup.

Scelo:MrSibeko,IamsorryI'mlate…

Mazwakhe:YouarehereMrNkosilet'sgetstraight

intoit….

Tobecontinued….
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KHETHELO

BabyKefilweisnowsleepingandMandisais

washingherbottles.Khethelosmiles,theycould

makereallygoodparents,yazi.

Mandisa:Shedidn'twakeupwhenyouputherto

bed?

Khethelo:Nope,she'sanangel.

Mandisa:IhopePhaksishavingagreattime,his

girllookscalmyazi.

Khethelo:ExactlywhatIimaginedhimfor.Ireally

hopetheyaregoingtotreateachotherright.



Mandisa:Idon'trememberwhenlastIwasaround

babies,Kefiisseriouslygivingmebabyfevervibes

rightnow.

Thisistheperfectmomenttobringthebabytopic

up.

Khethelo:Yeahneh,whendoyouthinkwecanhave

ourown?

Mandisa:Anytimereally.Arewegettinga

surrogate?

Khethelo:Iwanttocarryandbondwiththebaby,

havethewholemomvibesetout.

Mandisa:ThenyouaregoingtobethecarrierandI

willbeonthesidesupportingyouallthewayup…

Khethelo:Thesamewayyoudorightnow?

Mandisa:(smiling)Yes…

Khethelo:Ialmostforgot,mominvitedmetochurch

tomorrow.Actuallysheforcedallofustocometo



churchtomorrow.Doyouwanttocomewithme?

Mandisa:Nothankyou,Ican'tstandthehypocrisy

ofChristiansshame.I'mgoodatprayingand

worshippingathome.

Khethelodecidestodropit,sheknowshowher

spiritualparentsgettobeextraattimes.Especially

whentheyseevisitors.

REFILOE

Thedinnerwasamazing,sheenjoyedherselfand

Phakamaniisaneasyguytohangaroundwith.

He'svibeyandintelligent,hisreasoningcapabilityis

suchahugeturnon.

Phakamani:Ireallyenjoyedhangingoutwithyou

today.



He'sholdingherhandastheytakeawalkfromthe

restauranttowheretheyparkedthecarat.

Refiloe:Ihadagoodtimetoo,thanksforgivingme

achangeofsceneryandbreathoffreshair.

Phakamani:Well,thisisjustthebeginning.What

doyoudowhenyouarenotatworkorbeinga

mother?

Refiloe:Well,Ireadalot,watchmoviesattimesand

listentomusic.

Phakamani:Whatdoyoureadandwhatkindof

musicdoyoulistento?

Refiloe:IlistentoanymusicbutmostlyGospel.As

forreading,Ipreferfictionalstories,theyhavea

wayofmakingyouescaperealitywhilerelatingtoit

inaway.IhopeIammakingsense.

Phakamani:Somuchsense,pleaseshareyour

favoritereadssothatIcancatchupwithyouthen

wegettoreviewittogether.



Aguythatreads?Hekeepsthisone!

Refiloe:Iwilldefinitelydothat.Andwhatdoyoudo

forfun?

Phakamani:WhenIwasstillinthearmy,Iusedto

gooutwithmycolleaguesfordrinksandfishingbut

nowIwanttocreatenewtraditionsandnewkinds

offun,youknow.

Refiloe:Suchas?

Phakamani:Hangingoutwithmyfamilyanddoing

whatloversdo.

Refiloe:Soundslikeyouareafamilyman,theyare

luckytohaveyou.

Phakamani:Iam,butIwasactuallyreferringtoyou

andKefilwe.

OkayFifi,don'tcrygirldon'tcry.Sheblinksthetears

awayandsmiles.



Refiloe:Youstilllivewithyourparents?

Phakamani:Yes,becausemyfatherdoesn'twantus

tocohabit.Heisverystrictinamanlivingwitha

womanwhenhehasdonerightforherfamily.

Refiloe:NowIseewhereyougotyourgreatness

from.

Phakamani:(smiling)Don'tmakemeblush.Whydid

youask,youwantedtovisit?

Refiloe:(smiling)Maybe…

Phakamani:Maybe?

Refiloe:Ilikeyouhey,andIwanttobelievethatthis

isastartofsomethinggreatfromus.Iwanttogive

itachanceandpursueitandseewhereitleadsus.

Phakamani:Youhavenoideahowmuchthose

wordsmeantome,Refiloe.Iamgoingtolove,

protectandtakecareofyouandKefilwewith

everythinginme.



Shesmilesandstandsinfrontofhim,herhand

runsoverhisfaceandhiseyesclosevoluntarilyto

hertouch.Shelearnsoverandplantsasoftkiss

thenstepsback,hepullshertowardshim…

Refiloe:Let'stryandseehowitgoes.

Phakamani:MaNkadimeng,IfIknewyourclan

namesIwouldrecitethemrightnow.Thankyou,for

really,youhavemademethehappiestmanalive

andgavemesomethingtoworkandlookforwardto.

Refiloe:Don'tbreakmyheartPhakamani…

Phakamani:IwillnotpromiseyouperfectionbutI

promisethatIwon'thurtyouintentionally.

Hebringshisfaceclosertohersandtheirlipsmeet

againinanexchangeofasoftpassionatedeepkiss

thatelectrifiesgoosebumpsinherstomach.

THABISILE



It'sbeenawhilesinceshegottohangoutwith

Nokubonga,ifshe'snotmistaken,thelasttimeshe

sawherwaswhenshewastellingherabout

Phakamaniquestioninghispaternityoraround

Mbali'sceremony.

Nokubonga:Sothat'swhathasbeenhappeningon

mysidekemfazi.Nhloniphodisappointedme.

Thabisile:It'sreallynotatrainsmash,Imean

Maziyagothistaxiandforgavehim.Idon'tthinkwe

shouldcondemntheboy,rathergivehimanother

chance.

Nokubonga:Idon'tthinkourhusbandforgavehim

fully,hisbehaviorfeelslikeheisholdingagrudge

andNhloniphowillpayforthatmistakefortherest

ofhislife.

Thabisile:Nowthatwon'tbefair.Doyouperhaps

wantmetotalktohimaboutit?

Nokubonga:No,ofcoursenot.How'syourchildren?



Thabisilesighs,stirringherdrinkwiththeplastic

straw.

Thabisile:Justlikeyou,I'malsogoingthroughthe

most.IjustprayGodgivesmestrengthto

overcomeeverything.

Nokubonga:Iswearit'slikethesechildrenwantto

seeusdeadbeforeourtime.

Thabisile:Saythatagain,onlyPhakamanihaskept

mesane.

Nokubonga:Shamemarn,didheevertrytobringup

thattopicofhispaternityagain?

Thabisile:No,hedidn'tevenaskquestionsabout

thatmonster.



Nokubonga:Atleast,itwouldbesadforhimtogo

lookforhimaftereverythinghedidtoyou.Iwonder

ifheisstillalive?

Thabisile:(shrugging)Idon'tknowandIdon'tcare.

Idon'twanttobumpintoJacobwhetheraliveor

dead.Ihopehediedthatdaynxx..

Nokubonga:Thistopicupsetsyou,let'stalkabout

somethingelsethat'sexciting.

Thabisile:Youareright,JacobAbramsisjusta

wasteanddoesn'tdeservetobeonmylipsand

tongue.Sosomeexcitingnews,Mbaliisgetting

married,herboyfriendproposed.

Nokubonga:Isn'ttooyoungtogetmarried?No

offencebutsheshouldbechasinghereducation.I

alwaystellNosiphothatinsteadofaspiringtobea



housewife,shemustcollectthosequalificationsas

muchasshecan.

Thabisile:Wellshefeelsreadyandwantstomarry

thisguy.AllIhavetodoissupporther,it'sbetter

thanbeingacommunitygroundthateveryman

practiceson…

Nokubongaclearsherthroatandnodswhileher

handfetchesthejuice.

NOSIPHO

Lastnightendedupnotbeingsobadafterall.She

wentoutwithherbrandnewcarandcameback

withtheirfood.Itfeltsogoodtoswipenonstop

withhiscard,therestaurantwasn'theronlystop.

Shewasn'tgoingtolettheopportunityofholding



hiscardgotowastejustlikethat.Shemadesureto

shopandhedidn'tevenblinknorcomplainedabout

it.Instead,hetoldhertoholdontothecardalittle

longer.

Theyretiredtobedlatelastnightandmadelove,it

wassweetandgentle,hereallymadeupforthat

scarehecausedearlierandshecouldn'tbehappier.

Foramanhisage,hesurehasstaminafordays.He

satisfiedherinallanglesandcannotcomplain.

Sheopenshereyestoanemptysideofthebedand

rubshereyessittinguplookingaroundthe

bedroom.

Shepicksupthenoteandreadsthemessagefrom

it.

"Incaseyouwakeupanddon'tfindmeinthe

house,pleasedonotfreakout.Isteppedoutfora



breakfastmeetingandwillbebackaround11.

Ifyouwon'tbeherewhenIgetback,it'sokay,pass

bymyofficewhenyouleave.Lastnightwas

amazing,thankyou.

M.A )

Sheblushesandtossesthepaperasidegettingup

fromthebedandopensthecurtainsandwindows.

Herphonerings,it'shermother.Soearly?This

betterbegood.

Nosipho:Ma?

Nokubonga:Nosipho,youdidn'tcomehomelast

night?

Nosipho:Yes,IsentyouamessagethatIwasn't

coming.

Nokubonga:Idon'tlikethis,anyway,youworkinthe



mediaindustry.Pleaserecommendagood

journalistwithprivateinvestigationskillstome.

Nosipho:Why?Whoareyoulookingfor?

Nokubonga:Itdoesn'tmatter,justdoasIsayand

comebackhome.

ShedropsthecallandNosiphorollshereyes.

Comehomeandleaveherownmansion?Aneva!!

Somethingcrosseshermindandsheheadstothe

closetwiththeintentionoflookingdeepinthat

envelopeshesawlastnightbuttohersurprise,it's

gone.

Okaymaybesheneedstostopbeingparanoidand

leavethis.Shecoversherbodywiththegownand

headsdownstairstomakeasmoothie.Sheplans

onreportingsickatworktodayjusttowaitfor

Mariotogetbackfromworkandfindherinlingerie.



Adoorbellringsdisturbingher,shepausesthe

grindermachineandanswersit.Anotherhotwhite

maninhis30sstandsbythedoorlookingatherup

anddown.

Nosipho:Hi,howcanIhelpyou?

Man:I'mlookingforMrAbrams,ishehome?

Nosipho:No,hewentoutforabreakfastmeeting.

Man:Okaythanks…

Heturnsandgoesbacktohiscar.Howdidhegetin

here?Arghprobablyhisfriendoroneofhismen.

Sheswitchesonthemachinetofinishoffmaking

thesmoothiewhilescrollingherphonelookingfor

thecontactsthathermotheraskedfor….

Tobecontinued…
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CHAPTER34

NHLONIPHO

Phakamanidecidedtopayhimavisittohisnew

placeandhelookshappy.Nhloniphocomesback

withbeersfromthefridgeandtheychillonthe

couches.

Nhlonipho:Washokemfokababawathiuyajola!

Phakamani:Iamstillinawe,Ithinkheistheone…

Nhlonipho:Aibo,youseethisthingyokujola

kancane?Weseewiveswitheverygirlwemeetand

enduphurt.Seemethatcommittedagainandkill

me.

Phakamani:Don'ttellmeyouaregoingtogivethat

witchasatisfactionthatshebrokeyou.Hellno,

howfarareyouwithfindingher?



Nhlonipho:ThecopsarehandlinghercaseandI

hopetheyfindhersoon.Iwantmycarandfurniture

backthenshecanjustdisappearafterthat.

Phakamani:No,shedeservestowearanorange

jumpsuitwiththatskinnybodyofhersnxx.

Nhloniphochuckles,hereallydidn'tseethisone

comingorthoughtthatLumkawascapableof

doingsuch.

Nhlonipho:Whereisyourgirl'sbabydaddy?

Phakamani:Idon'tknow,roomingaroundoutthere

livingsoftwhilebeingadeadbeat.

Nhlonipho:Ourgendercanbeembarrassing

sometimes.Ihopewhenthedaycomes,Iwill

becomeagreatfather.

Phakamani:Youwill,dadisagreatrolemodelfor

you.



Nhloniphokeepsquietandlooksdownthinking

deeply.

Nhlonipho:YouknowPhaksmybrother,alothas

happenedlatelyandIneverreallygottimetothank

youforeverythingyoudidforme.Honestlythings

couldhavebeenworseifyoudidn'tinterveneand

forthatIwillforeverbegrateful.

Phakamani:It'sapleasure,likedadsaid,wemust

haveeachother'sbacknomatterwhat.Thefuture

oftheSibekoempireisreallyinourhands.

Nhlonipho:Truethat,Iamgoingtobefully

committedinlearningthebusinessandbe

committedtoit.

Phakamani:(raisinghisbottleforatoast)I'lldrink

that…



Nhlonipho:(toastingtoit)Cheers…

Nhlonipho'sphonevibrates,hetakesitandopens

themessagesfromNosi.It'spicturesofherbrand

newcar.Heshakeshishead.

Phakamani:Whatisit?

Nhlonipho:Yoursister,sheboughtanewcar,have

alook.

HethrowshisphoneatPhakamaniwholooksatthe

pictureswithhisjawwideopen.

Phakamani:Ihopeoneofourparentsboughther

thiscarbecauseit'sexpensiveashell!

Nhlonipho:IhopesotoobecauseIwouldhatefor

hertobeindebtbecauseofprovingapointtome.



MAZWAKHE

Scelobroughthimnothingbuttroublesandthathas

resultedinhimspendinganotherdayintheoffice

tryingtosolvetheissueofburialandinsurance

betweenthecustomers.

Afavoritescenthitshisnostrilsandhesmiles

beforeheevengetstoseewhoitisbecausehe

alreadyknows.Sanelisiweshowsupwithalunchin

herhandslookinggorgeousandsexyasusual.Man

canheknockoffalreadyandgohome?

Sanelisiwe:Heybaby…

Shegreetswithherhyperloudvoiceasusualand

sitsonhislips.Heholdsherwaistandkissesher

onthemouth.Damn,hemissedher.



Mazwakhe:Thisisanicesurprise,Imissedyou.

Sanelisiwe:Samehere,Icouldn'twaitforlater.How

arethings?

Mazwakhe:Busylikehell,Iwanttogohome.

Sanelisiwe:Whathappened?

Mazwakhe:IhiredanewmanagerandI'mhaving

regrets,heseemstobeallovertheplacebutIwant

togivehimthebenefitofthedoubtandanother

chance.

Sanelisiwe:Youareagoodman.HowcanIhelp?

Mazwakhesmirksandgetsheroffhim.Heheadsto

thedoorandlocksit,pullingdownthecurtainblinds.

Sanelisiwechuckles,shegetswhat'saboutto

happenandmeetshimhalfway.

Theykiss,hungrilyforeachotherandturnher

aroundsothatshegetstobalancewiththeoffice

desk.Hishandquicklyunzipshispantsandtakes

outhisalreadyhardmember,heshiftsherg-string



asideandslidesitin.

Sanelisiweliftsonekneeuptothetablesothatshe

canbendoverproperlyandMazwakhegritshis

teethaspleasurekicksin.Hefeelsweightbeing

liftedoffhisshouldersthemomenthisseedoffload

insideher.Damnthesequickiesdon'tdohimgood,

hewantsmore!

Sanelisiwesmileswhilehelpinghimcleanupwith

herwipesandgetdressed.

Sanelisiwe:Youaresuchanaughtyboss.

Mazwakhe:AtleastIambeingnaughtywithmy

wife.

Sanelisiwe:I'llbehomewaitingnaked…

Mazwakhe:Ican'twait…

Sanelisiwekisseshimandgrabsherhandbag



walkingoutandbumpsintoScelowalkinginwith

hislaptop.

Scelo:Isitagoodtime?Icancomebacklater.

Mazwakhe:Iwanttogetthisoveranddonewithso

comein.

Scelo:Thankyousir.

HesitsoppositehimandMazwakheopensthe

takeawaywrapboxandlistenstoScelotalkwhile

eating.

Mazwakhe:Thisisexactlywhatyoushouldhave

donebeforethismess.Callallourclientsand

rectifythismistake.

Scelo:Iwillbeonitsir,thankyouforbeingpatient.

Mazwakhe:Youarewelcome,emailmeeverything

thatneedstobesigned.Iwanttogohome.



Scelo:(chuckling)IwouldpacktooandgohomeifI

receivedavisitfromsuchahottie.

Mazwakhe:Hey;mywifeisonlyhottome,watchit!

Scelo:Myapologies,honestlyIwonderhowyoudo

it.3gorgeoussuccessfulwives?

Mazwakhe:4butIcan'ttellyouthesecret.Gomake

moneyandthenmaybewe'lltalk.

ScelolaughsandexitstheofficeleavingMazwakhe

tofinishoffhismealthatnowservesasadessert,

hismainmealdishwasSanelisiweandsheserved

himwell.

MARIO

ComingbacktoSouthAfricaafterdisappearingfor

30yearshasn'tbeeneasy.Hehadpeoplerunhis

businessesonhisbehalfwhilehecontinuedto

makemoneyontheotherside.



Hedoesn'twantanytroublebuttosettleanddiein

thelandofhisforefathers.Aknockcomesthrough

thedoorandhisyoungerbrotherwalksin.

Mario:Lucas…

Lucas:Hey,Iwenttoyourhouseandyoursugar

baetoldmeyoualreadyleft.

Mario:Don'tcallherthat,Iamplanningonmarrying

her.

Lucas:Areyoucrazy?Thatgirlisyoungenoughto

beyourdaughter!

Mario:She'sanadult…

Lucas:Youcan'tmarrythatgirl,shedoesn'tlove

youbutforthemoney!

Mario:Idon'tcarehey,whoshouldeatmymoneyif

nother?Idon'thaveachildtoleavemymoney

behindfor.



Lucasclearshisthroatandreachesinsidehis

jacketpocketsandcomesbackwithanenvelope.

Lucas:Ilookedintothatladyandherhusbandper

ourdiscussionlasttime.

Mario:Didyoufindsomething?

Lucas:Ifoundalotmore,sheismarriedtohim,he

has3wivesafterher.

Mario:That'sit?

Lucas:There'smore…

LucaspushespicturestowardsMario.Hetakesone

lookattheyounggentlemaninanarmyuniform

andquicklygrabshisasthmainhalerandpumpsit

tohismouth.

Lucas:Youleftyourseedinthatwoman,theyoung

manyouarelookingatinthosepicturesisyourson.

Andtheladyinyourhouseishishalfsister.



Tobecontinued….
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MARIO

Lucasrushestohissidequicklyandhelpshimup

withtheinhaleruntilhecalmsdown.Hishealthis

nolongerthatstronghencehewantedhislastdays

tobepeacefulanddieathome.

Nowthisdilemmathathisbrotherbringsforwardis

somethinghedoesn'tknowhowtodealwith.He

hasason?Sogrownandhandsome?Adaydoesn't

passbywithouthimregrettingwhathedidto

Thabisile.



Shewasyoung,desperateforajobsoshecould

makeendsmeetandhetookadvantageofthat.He

sleptwithheragainstherwill,notonce,twice,thrice

butsomanytimesuntilthatmanintervened.

Heknowsheis/wasabadpersonandnomatter

howmuchhetriestochange,thisissomethinghe

willforevercarryinhisconsciousness.Hethought

maybehegotawaywithitbutknowingthathehas

asonoutofthatordealchangeseverything.

HeaskedLucastolookthemupbecauseafterhe

leftthecountry,hecutalltiesandtriedtoforget

abouteverythingasmuchashecould.Butnow

thathewasbackinthecountry,hecouldn'thelpbut

becurioustoknowwhattheyareupto,incasea

needtodefendhimselfcomes.

Nowbacktohisgirlfriend,hedoesn’tunderstand

howsheisrelatedtohim.HernameisAngela

Maziya,that'swhatshetoldhim.



Lucas:Areyougood?

Mario:I'mfine.Whatdoyoumeanwhenyousaymy

womanisrelatedtothisboy?

Lucas:Theirmother'saremarriedtothisman,who

shotyou.

Mario:Idon'tunderstand,shesaidhernameis….

Lucas:Sheliedtoyou,please,youarenotthatslow.

Iknowoldageandallbutconnectthedots.You

alsoliedtoheraboutyouridentity.

Mariogetsupfromhischairandpacesupand

down.

Mario:WhatifsheknowswhoIamandisjust

tryingtoluremeforherfather?

Lucas:Couldbe,butwhatareyougoingtodoabout

allthisinformation?

Mario:Digmoreabouttheboyandhismother.I'll



takeitfromthere.

Lucas:Alright.

LucasexitshisofficeandMariocallshislawyer.He

needstomakesomemajorchangessoonincase

anythinghappenstohim.Hepackseverythingthat

belongstohimandheadstothecarwherehis

bodyguardopensthedoorforhim.

Mario:Tothepharmacy,please…

Thedrivernodsandbeforeheknowsit,theyare

parkedoutsidethepharmacystore.Hegiveshis

guardhiscardandaninstructiontobuymorning

afterpills,asmanyashecanget.

Fromthepharmacytheydrivestraighttothehouse.

HefindsNosiphowatchingatvlookingsexyinhis

shirt.Hedismissesthethought,remindinghimself

thatheneedstofocus.



Nosipho:Baby,youareback!!

Mario:Yes,howareyou?

Nosipho:Allgood,justmissedyou.Howwasyour

meeting?

Mario:Itwasgreat,here,drink.

Hehandsherthepaperback.Shetakesalook

insideandbackathim.

Nosipho:Whatarethesefor?

Mario:Tomakesureyouarenotpregnant.

Nosipho:I'mnot,Ihaveanimplantonandit'sbeen

2yearsnow.

Mario:Idon'tcare,drinkplease.

Nosiphosighsandgulpsdowntwodownherthroat.

Theyshouldbeenoughtodothetrick.



Nosipho:What'sgoingon?

Mario:Iwillneedyoutogivebackmycardand

returnhome.

Nosipho:Why?

Mario:Becausethenextfewdaysaregoingtobe

verybusyformesoIneedmyspace.

Nosipho:ButI'llstillseeandtalktoyouright?

Mario:Sure,youwill.

Hesaysjusttodismisshimoutofhispresence.He

wantstoaskheraboutthenameissuebutchooses

todropit.

Nosipho:I'llgogetready.

Mario:Okay…

Sheplantsasoftkissonhischeeksandwalks



away.Partofhimwantstobelievethatmaybeshe's

notawareaboutwhoheis.Ifsheispretendingthen

she'sdamngoodatit.

Hetextshislawyertoauctionthishouse

immediately,heneedstobeoutofhereasap.

REFILOE

Phakamanishowsuprightontimejustasshe's

abouttoknockoff.Shesmilesgoingtohiminthe

parkinglotandwatcheshimstandingbythecar

lookingsohotandyummy.

Herchoiceinmenhasalwaysbeengreatbutthis

timearound,theuniverse,herancestorsandGodall

cametogetherandhanddeliveredthismantoher.

Refiloe:Hey..



Phakamani:Heywho?

Heaskswithsomuchfrownandthatcausesherto

giggleandgiveshimahug.

Refiloe:Heybaby…

Phakamani:(smiling)That'smorelikeit.Howwas

yourdaymylove?

Refiloe:Longandboring.Yours?

Phakamani:Notsobad,spentitwithmybrother

andthenwenttotherank.

Refiloe:Howmanysiblingsdoyouhave?

Phakamani:2brothersand3sisters.Iamthe

oldest.

Refiloe:Yourdadisabusyman.

Hechucklesandopensthedoorforher.Shespots

flowersandchocolatesonthepassengerseatand



somegiftbag.

Phakamani:Ididn'tknowwhichtogetyousoI

decidedtobringboth.

Refiloe:Ilovethembabythankyou.Whatdowe

havehere?

Shepeekinsidethegiftbagandseesateddybear,

sweetsandmoregirltoys.

Refiloe:Phakamani…

Hervoiceissolowandemotionsareabouttokick

innow.

Phakamani:Pleasedon'tcry,Igotyou.

Refiloe:Thankyou…

Hemouths"Iloveyou"withsomuchsmileand



continuestodrivewiththeirhandsholdingeach

other…

Phakamani:Babe,whereisthefamily?Ijust

realizedthatwedidn'treallytouchthatsubject

much.

Refiloe:TheyarebackinTurfloop…

Phakamani:Yourparentsstillalive?

Refiloe:Verymuchso…

Thisisanothertopicshedoesn'twanttotacklebut

beinginarelationshipwithhimmeansthatshehas

toshareandopenupright?Asifhecanreadher

mind,hesqueezesherhand.

Phakamani:Allingoodtime,I'mnotinahurry.

Refiloe:Youareamazing…



Phakamani:Iknow…

Refiloehitshishandandhelaughs,sheloveshis

laughsomuch.Hecanpaytohearhimlaugh

everyday.

KHETHELO

Finallythebigchurchdayhasfinallyarrivedand

nowit'safterservice,thecongregationis

exchanginggreetingsandcatchingup.

Shespotsthefamoussonthatwasbeingpreached

abouttodaymakinghiswaytowardsher.Heistall

andtakesafterthefather.HisnameisKhathu.

Khathu:Khethelo…

Khethelo:Khathu,hi.



Khathu:It'sfunnythatournamesrhymethe

same…howhaveyoubeen?Youarelookinggood.

Khethelo:Thankyou,Imustsayyoulookgreatas

well.I'vebeengood,mybrother.HwisCuba?

Khathu:Phew,Cubais…wellyouwillneedtosit

downforthisone.Maybeweshouldhangout

sometimeandcatchup?

Khethelo:Sure,whynot?

Shesaysjusttopasstime,there'snowaysheis

lookingforwardtolisteningtohimtalksabouthis

professionallthetime.

Khathu:Great,I'llhollaatyousometime.Itwas

lovelyseeingyouaftersolong.Youlookgreat.

Khethelo:Itwaslovelyseeingyoutoo,Imeanyou

lookgoodaswell.

AssoonashewalksawayKhethelomakesherway



tothecarandgetsinsidetakingoffhershoes.She

needstobeoutofherebeforethatloudspeakerofa

womancalledthePastor'swifemakesherwayhere.

NOSIPHO

Sheisatthebardrinkinghersorrowsawaywhile

themusicplayssoloud.Sheisnoteveninthe

moodtodance.

"Mbali,canyoupleasebereasonableandtalkto

melikeanadult?Pleasecallmewhenyougetthis"

Avoicesaysapproachingthebarandsherealizes

it'sEbuka.

Ebuka:CanIpleasehavesinglemaltontherocks

please…infact,makeitdouble.



Nosipho:Troubleinparadise?

Ebukaturnstoherdirectionandit'sthenthathe

noticesher.

Ebuka:Nosipho,hey.Youmaysaythat.

Nosipho:Seemslikemjoloisshowingallofus

flameslately.

Ebuka:Whathappenedtoyou?Whyareyou

drinkingalone?

Nosipho:Ebuka,amInotbeautiful?

Ebuka:Thatgoeswithoutsaying.Whywouldyou

evenquestionit?

Nosipho:ThenI'mcursed,dadhastodoa

cleansingceremonyforme.

Ebuka:Whathappened?

Nosiphogulpsdownherdrinkandasksformore.



Nosipho:JustwhenIthoughtI'vefoundtheonei

love,boomhedisappears.I'velookedeverywhere

forhim,thehousehasa"FORSALE"Sign.Shit

hurts.

Ebuka:I'msorry,Idon'tknowwhathappenedbut

youdon'tdeservethis.

Nosipho:Imagineafterbuyingmeacar,having

somelitsexheghostsmewithnoexplanationor

whatsoever.Justdisappears.

Shesniffsandwipeshertearstryingtogetheract

together.

Nosipho:What'stheissuebetweenyouandMbali?

Ebuka:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit,butIhopeshe

comestohersensessoon.



Nosipho:Ifeelyou…inthatcase,let'sgetdrunk…

Ebuka:I'lldrinkthat…

Theytoasttheirglassesandgulpsdowntheir

drinks.

Nosipho:Doyoudance?

Ebuka:Ihavetwoleftfeetsorry…

Nosipho:(laughing)Comeon,I'llteachyouandyou

willseeit'snotthathard…

Ebuka:Ifyouinsist,don'tblamemewhenIstepon

yourtoes…

Nosipho:I'msureyouarenotthatbad….

Tobecontinued….
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NOSIPHO

Onethingaboutalcoholorratherthegrooveisthat

itwillmakeyouforgetaboutyoursorrowsandgive

yousomuchhappinessatthatshortperiodoftime.

Ebukawasright,can’tdancetosavehislife.That

makesherwonderhowheisgoingtosurviveonthe

weddingdaywhentheyhavetodoaweddingstep

withMbalibecausethegirlcangetdown.

Ebuka:Thatwasfun…

Hesaysassoontheygobacktotheirseatsand

ordermoreshots.

Nosipho:Please;youwerefacingtheotherdirection

theentiretime.

Ebukacracksupatthat;hereallyisabaddancer

andheknowsit.

Ebuka:Itoldyou…



Theirdrinksarriveinatrayandtheystartgulping

themdowntheirthroats…

Nosipho:So;youwon’ttellmewhatgotyouso

stressedout?

Ebuka:(sighs)Idon’tlikespeakingaboutmyaffairs

withMbaliespeciallytoherfamilybecauseitis

goingtoappearasifIamairingoutdirtylaundryin

public.Butsinceyoualsotoldmewhatistroubling

you.IguessitisonlyfairItellyouaswell.

MbaliandIarefightingbecauseIamunableto

marryherimmediatelyandrightaway.Sheknows

thatIjustgraduated;wewereatthesame

universityandsheknowshowmuchIwanttobe

independentandhavemyownthingsbecause

Tony’svaluesarecompletelydifferentfrommine,I

don’tlikehowhedoesthingsattimes.

Sowiththatbeingsaid;Idecidedtostartmyown



business;inthatwayIwillbeabletogiveherthe

weddingshedeservesandactuallytakecareofher

duringourmarriage.

Nosipho:Thatsoundslikeagoodthing;whatis

theretofightfor?

Ebuka:Shesaysshecannotwaitfor6monthsfor

mybusinessideatopickupandwantstogiveme

money.

Nosipho:Haibo

Ebuka:Idon’tmindhersupportingmeandallbutI

can’thaveherpayherownbrideprice.Itisan

abominationinourculture.

Nosipho:(sighs)okay;IthinkIunderstandwhatthe

issueishere.YouseeMbaligrewupasagolden

child;praisedandledalifetopleaseourparents.

Mistakeandbeingrebelliousisawordnotaccepted

inherlifeorvocabulary.Maybeallofthisisfrom

thatpressureofpleasingourfatherfordoingthe



rightthing.

Ebuka:SowhatmustIdointhemeantimebecause

TonyisnotinsupportofourrelationshipevenifI

wantedhimtofundandsupportit?

Nosipho:Iwilltalktoher;andtrytoreasonwithher

aboutthis.

Ebuka:Wow;Iwillappreciatethatbutpleasedonot

mentionthatItoldyouthisbecauselikeIsaid;I

don’twanthertothinkthatIaminvolvingathird

person.

Nosipho:YouareagoodmanEbuka,IhopeMbali

neverforgetsthat.

Ebuka:IthinkIhavehadenoughfortoday;itwas

lovelybumpingintoyouagain,Ishouldtakemy

leavenow.

Nosipho:Howareyougettinghome?

Ebuka:IamgoingtorequestanUber…..

Nosipho:Icandropyouoff;IthinkIshouldgoas

wellbeforesomeonecomesandasktobuymea



drink.

Ebuka:(chuckling)AndIthoughtyouwouldlikethat?

Nosipho:Nottonight;Iamnotinthemood.

Ebukapaysboththeirbillsandtheyleavetheclub

totheparkinglot.Nosiphogiveshimthecarkeys

andjumpsonthepassengerseat.Hedrivestohis

placewhichisnotreallyfarfromtheclub;nowit

makessensewhyheisalwaysthere.Hestepsout

ofthecarandNosiphocomestothedriver'sside.

Ebuka:Thanksfortheride;enjoytherestofyour

evening…

Nosipho:Youtooandstopstressingyourself;all

shallbewell.

Ebukanodsandwalksinsidethehouse.Nosipho

drivesstraighttoherhouse;sheneedsherbedright

now,hopefullyMariowillcalloratleasttexther.

Thissilenceisdrivinghercrazy.



KHETHELO

Mandisaisdoingthedishesandsheishelpingher

dryandpackthemup.Itfeelsliketheyarenow

livingtogetherbecausesheisalwayshereandshe

ispatientenoughforthedayMandisawillofficially

moveinhere.patience;patience,patience.

Khethelo’sphoneringsontopofthetableandshe

reachesoutforit;thenumbercallingisunknown

andisnotevenregisteredtothetruecaller.

Khethelo:hello?

Khathu:HiKhethelo;It'sKhathuhere;Igotyour

numberfrommymother.

Khethelo:OhHithere;howarethings?

Khathu:Good,Ican'tcomplain.Iwaswondering

whenarewecatchingup?Whatisyourschedule

like?



Khethelo:Urhm;Icanspareanhourortwo

tomorrowafternoon…

Khathu:Soundsperfecttome;youwilltellme

whereandwhenthenKhethi…

Khethelo:Sure…

Thecallendsandsheshakesherhead;honestly

shedidn’tthinkthathewasseriousorgoingto

reachout.SheturnsandfindsMandisalookingat

herwiththatcuriousface.

Mandisa:Whowasthat?

Khethelo:Ohit’sKhathu,thepastor’ssonfrom

Cuba.Hewantsustohangoutandchill.

Mandisa:Ohw;whenwasthisarranged?

Khethelo:Sundayafterchurch…

Mandisa:AndIamonlytoldaboutitnow?

Khethelo:Ididn’tthinkhewasgoingtofollowit

throughhenceIdidn'tseetheneedtomentionit.



Mandisa:Mhmm;sowhenareyougoingtoyour

date?

Khethelo:It’snotreallyadate;Khathuislikeanold

friend;wewerealmostclosebeforeheleftforhis

studiessowewillmerelycatchup.Iamsurehehas

amazingstoriestotellmeaboutCubaandhislifein

general.Iammeetinghimtomorrowinthe

afternoon.

Mandisa:Havefun….

Hertoneseemstosayotherwisethough.No,sheis

notjealousnowisshe?Khethelomovescloserto

herandhugsheronthewaist.

Khethelo:Babe…it'sjustlunch.

Mandisa:AndIsaidhavefun,excusemeIneedto

gowatchmyshow.

Shewalksawayfromherleavingherfeelingbad

andguilty.Maybesheshouldjustcancelthiswhole



thingoffifit'sgoingtomakehergirlfriend

uncomfortable.But,ifshecancelswhatwillshesay

toKhathuwhomshealreadyagreedtomeet?

Well,Mandisaneedstocomearoundbecauseit's

notlikeanythingwillhappenandtheyareallowed

tohavefriendsoutsidethisrelationship.Sheis

goingtoseeKhathuandthat'sthat.

REFILOE

Phakamaniisstillaroundandhasbeenplayingwith

Kefilwe.Lookingatthembondandgetalongsowell

makeshersoemotionalasitissomethingthatshe

prayedsohardfor,amanthatwillloveandaccept

herwithherchild.

Phakamani:Sheissuchahappyandenergeticchild.

Refiloe:Ireallytrymybesttogiveherthat,Idon't

wanthertogrowupthesamewayIdid.



Phakamani:Youaredoingawonderfuljob

mommy…

Refiloe:Itisreallynoteasy,hey,there'ssomany

timesIfeltlikegivingupbutthethoughtoffailing

hergottome.Icrawledsothatshecouldwalk…

Phakamaniwrapshishandsaroundherwaistand

sheleansagainsthischest.

Phakamani:Iadmirethestrengthyouhaveand

carriedthroughallthistimebyyourself.Nowthat

wehavedecidedtodothislifethingtogether,I

wouldliketoproposethatyouallowmetohelpyou

andchipin.

AsmuchIwasbornwithasilverspoon,Inever

reallyhaditeasy,especiallywhenyouarefrom

polygamyfamily.

Refiloe:Igrewupinatoxicenvironment,whenIsay



toxicItalkaboutdrugs,alcoholabusethatresulted

emotionally,psychological,financiallyand

physically.

Wewouldwitnessourparentsfightaroundeach

othertoapointthatitalmostbecameanorm.

Affectedmyupbringingandbeliefaround

relationships.Ibelievedandacceptedtoxicityasa

normbecauseIgrewaroundit.

ButithadtocometoastopwhenIendedupat

hospitalduetoinjuriesandthethoughtofleaving

mydaughteralonescaredmeandforcedmeto

relookmylifedecision.Ichosemyselfandmy

daughter'slife,leftmybabydaddyandcamethis

sidetostartafresh.

Myparentsdidn'tapproveatall,ImeanIwas

leavingsomeonewhoprovidedformeandmy

familyfinanciallyandwereinthetalksofgetting

married.



WhenIlefttherelationship,hestoppedbeinga

fathertohisdaughter.WhenItriedtotakehimto

courtforchildsupport,heresignedatwork.

Phakamani:Mygenderkeepsondisappointingme

everydaythough.Imeangoatthelengthofbeing

unemployedjustbecauseyoudon'twanttosupport

yourblood?That'ssick.

Refiloe:ThatactreallybrokemyheartbutItold

myselfthatitisfine.I'llraisemychildalone,Imean

Godwillmakeawayforme…

Phakamani:Youarestrong,butyoudon'thaveto

now.I'mherenow,we'llfigurethingsouttogether.

Refiloe:Howisitlikegrowingupinapolygamous

marriageorfamily?



Phakamanisighsandmovestositdownonachair.

Refiloesitsonthechairnexttohim.

Phakamani:Ithasn'tbeeneasy,itisnoteasy.Being

theheadandrolemodeltotherestofthesiblings

afteryou,alwayshavetocompeteforyourfather's

attention,loveandtime.Havingtoworkextrahard

andbeunderstandingofcertainissuesaroundthat.

ItallmadesenseafewmonthsbackwhenIgotto

learnthatIamnotbiologicallyaSibeko.Despite

everything,Iamgratefulforthatmanfortakingme

inandraisingmeashisson.Givingmeahome,

educationtogrowupto.

Refiloe:That'shard,doyoursiblingsknowabout

this?

Phakamani:Nope,itisbeingkeptunderwrapsbutI

amsuretheyareaskingquestionsbecauseIlook

differentfromallmysiblings.



Refiloe:InoticedthatdaywhenImetyoursisterbut

didn'twanttobenosey.Sowhathappensifyour

biologicaldadshowsupandclaimsyou?

Phakamani:I'llkillhim,forthepainheputmy

motherthrough…

Thatsoundshecticandshecantellthathemeans

it.Whateveritis,mustbeheavy.

EBUKA

Todayishisdaywhereheismeetingupwithoneof

theinvestorsforapossiblefundingofhisbusiness.

Herealizedwhenhegothomethathelosthis

phonethatdayandwasusinghissecondphone.

Afterhismeeting,hewillresumethesearchforit.

Mbalishowsupandshedoesn'tlookhappyatall.



Ebuka:Heybaby…

Mbali:Don'theybabyme.I'vebeentextingand

callingyou!

Ebuka:IamsorryIlostmyphoneprobablyatthe

clubIthink…

Mbali:Couldn'tyoutextmeonInstagramor

something?

Ebuka:Mbali;It'sbeenonlyonedayandIwasgoing

todosotoday.Ihavebeenbusywithmy

presentationandIampitchingtoday.

Mbali:Goodluckwiththat,whenisyourmeeting

takingplace?

Ebuka:Inthenexthour…

Mbali:Areyoupreparedthough?

Ebuka:Ibelieveso,littlenerveshereandtherebut

it'sallgood.

Mbali:Okaythen,letmedropyouoff.

Ebuka:(smiling)Thankyoubaby.



Hepackseverythingandtheywalkoutofthehouse.

Jojoopensthegateforthem,MbaliandNosipho's

carsarefacingeachother.Nosiphoisdrivingin

whiletheyaregoingout.Mbalilowersthewindow

fromherside,sodoesNosipho…

Mbali:Mntase,Ididn'texpecttoseeyouthisside?

Nosipho:Oh,IcametogivebackEbuka'sphone.I

believehedroppeditaccidentallyinmycaraday

ago.

MbaliturnsandlooksatEbukawithadisapproving

look.

Mbali:Didn'tyousayyoulostyourphoneattheclub?

Tobecontinued….

(Pleasedocommentafterreading)
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EBUKA

Hesensesthemoodandcanfeelthatthingsare

goingtogetuglyheresoheneedstointervene

beforeMbaligetsanotherideaofthewhole

situation.

Ebuka:Babe,thatdayattheclubIbumpedinto

Nosiphoandshegavemealiftbackhome.

HonestlyIdidn'tseethephonedroppinghenceI

thoughtIleftitattheclub.

Mbali:WhyamIfindingoutnowthatyoubumped

intomysisterandactuallypartiedtillyouleft

together?



Ebuka:Youdidn'tgivemeenoughtimetoexplain

thewholesituationtoyouhenceIdroppedit.

Mbali:Sonowit'smyfault?

Nosipho:Ebuka,here'syourphone.Iamrunning

lateforworkandIthoughtIshouldbringittoyou

becauseIknowlifewithoutasmartphoneis

depressing.

Mbali,I'msorryifbumpingintoEbukaandactually

givinghimaliftissuchanissue.Ididn'tthinkit

wouldbeaproblemsinceheisgoingtobepartof

ourfamilyanyway.

Mbalifakesasmileandnodsacceptingthephone

fromhersister.Thedrivefromthatsceneisvery

awkwardandtense.Hedoesn'tknowwhat'sgoing

oninhermindanddoesn'twanttoriskitbyasking.



Hismindisonthemeetinghe'shavingandhopes

thateverythinggoeswell.Butthenhehatesthe

tensionbetweenhimandMbali.Heneedstosortit

outlateron.Mbali'scarparksoutsidethebuilding

ofthecompanyhe'sherefor.

Ebuka:Thanksfortheliftbabe…

Mbali:Youarewelcome.

Ebuka:Canwemeetandtalklater?Ireallydonot

likethetensionbetweenus.

Mbali:Youwillcallmewhenyouaredonehere.

Ebuka:Okay,Iloveyou.

Mbali:Loveyoutoo.

HeopenshisarmsforahugandMbalihesitatesfor

amomentbutfinallyembracesthehug.Theykiss

forabriefmoment.



Ebuka:Letmegoinandseehowthesettingis

inside.

Mbali:Okay,Goodluck.

Ebukastepsoutofthecarandwalksinsidethe

building.Thereceptionistshowshimtheempty

smallboardroomtowaitatwhileeveryonearrives.

Heplaceshisnotesinordertogooverthemwhena

needtouseabathroomarises.

Hestepsoutoftheboardroomandheadstothe

bathroom.Beforewalkingin,heseesMazwakhe

comingoutoftherestroomsandhisheartraces.

Mazwakhe:Ebuka…

Ebuka:MrSibeko…

Mazwakhe:Ididn'texpecttoseeyouhere.

Ebuka:OhIhaveameetingwithmypotential

investorsformybusiness.



Heraiseshiseyebrowincuriosity.

Ebuka:IhopeeverythingwillgowellsothatIcan

startmakingrealmoneyandpayyouyourdues.

Mazwakhe:Yougotthatright,Iwantmymoney.

Ebuka:NowthatI'vebumpedintoyouIfeelIneed

tosaythis.

Mazwakhe:Okay?

Ebuka:Mybusinessisstillnewandstartingoff,it

mighttakesometimebeforeitfullydevelops.Mbali

andIhadatalkandshetoldmehowseriousthe

damagesandloboloissueis.Iwanttoletyouknow

thatmydelayisnotadisrespecttoyourtraditionor

culture.

Ireallywanttobuildsomethingofmyown,alegacy

formywifeandkidsthathasnothingtodowithmy

brother.Iamtellingyouthisorratheraskingfor

patiencewhileIbuildwealthtosustainmy



relationshipandfuturewithyourdaughter.

Heistalkingsofastandactuallyafraidofthe

responsebecausesomehowhefeelslikeitisoutof

placetotellhimthis.

Mazwakhe:Iwishyouallthebestyoungman,nowI

understandwhymydaughterishellbenton

marryingyou.Iftodaydoesn'tworkout,givemea

callandIwillreferyoutosomepeople.

Saywhat?Hedidn'texpectthatatall!Mazwakhe

giveshimhisbusinesscardthathasallhiscontact

details.

Ebuka:Thankyousomuchsir!

Mazwakhe:Youarewelcome….

Ebukapunchestheairinexcitement.Thisis



definitelygoingtobeagreatdayforhim.Hejust

gotallthemotivationheneededfortoday.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU

It’sanothercatchupsessionwithSanelisiweand

sheisgivingthesalonideaadetailedthought

becausestayingathomeandwaitingforMazwakhe

isseriouslydrivinghercrazy.Shereallyneedstodo

somethingtokilltimesothatshedoesn’tfeelthe

timeheisawayfromher.Sanelisiweishelpingher

withthebusinessplansothatbythetimeshegoes

toMazwakheforfunding;shealreadyknowsher

story.

Sanelisiwe:Iamsotired,Iseriouslycannotwaitto

goonaholiday.

Nonhlanhla:Happyyou;Ifeellikemyfreedomis

soongoingtobelimitedwithmestartingthis

business.



Sanelisiwe:Itisbutyouwillenjoythefinancial

independencemoretrustme.

RightthenNonhlanhlaspotsScelofetchinghis

takeawayorderandcursesunderherbreath.

Sanelisiwe:Whatisit?

Nonhlanhla:Don'tlooknowbutthatguyonthe

counterismyex…

Sanelisiweturnsandspotshim,shelooksbackat

Nhlaagain.

Sanelisiwe:Iknowhim,Isawhimtheotherday

whenIwasvisitingourhusbandathisoffice.

Nonhlanhla:Really,whatwashedoingthere?

Sanelisiwe:Itlookedlikehewasworkingforour

husband…



Nonhlanhla:Noways!ItcannothappenSanelisiwe…

Sanelisiwe:Wellitishappening,Isawitwithmy

owntwoeyes.

Itcannothappen,thisguyputherthroughshitand

nowhegetstoeatherhusband'smoney?She

needstodosomethingaboutitsothathegoes

backtowhateverhellholehecrawledupfrom…

KHETHELO

SheisearlyandwaitingforKhathuwhilebrowsing

throughhersocialmediapages,TikTokspecifically.

Mandisaleftthismorningandsheistryingto

understandwhysheismoodyaboutthis.

Khathuarrivesbearinggiftsandshecan'thelpbut

smileatthegesture.Nowthisishowyouapologize

forkeepingsomeonewaiting.



Khathu:IamsorryIamlate,mydayhasbeen

nothingbutanightmaretoday.Howareyou?

Khethelo:Iamdoinggreatthanks.Atleastyou

madeitheresothat'sallthatmatters.

Khathu:IftherewasatimeinlifeIprayedforsuper

powers,definitelytodaywastheday.Ireallywanted

toseemyselfheresobad.

Khethelo:Nowthatsoundslikeanemergency,I

thoughtwewerejustcatchingup?

Khathu:WearebutthenIamnotgoingtolie

Khethelo,seeingyoumademyheartskipabit.I

couldn'tbelievehowmuchyouhavegrowntobe

thiswomanseatedbeforeme,Imusthavebeen

gonefortoolongthen.

Khethelo:Khathu,Iaminarelationship….

Khathu:Asexpected.Haveyouordered?



Mhmm,thisistakinganinterestingrouteandthe

guysoundsveryconfident.Trouble!!

Khethelo:No,Iwaswaitingforyou…

Khathu:Let'sgetthewaiterthen,youaresmelling

goodbytheway.What'sthenameofyourperfume?

Guys,someonestopKhathuwiiybo!

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Theresearchcamebackfromtheinvestigator

quickerthansheexpectedandnownervesare

rockingherhard.Sheisdoingthisandthere'sno

pointofreturn.

Sheopensthedocumentsandreadsaboutthis

man,hedidwellforhimselfandisrankedasoneof

thetopbusinessmeninSouthAfrica.



ThereportstatesthathewasinSouthAfricaa

coupleofweeksagobuthasvanishedagainandno

oneseemstoknowwherehewent.Nowthatisvery

disappointing,whycomebackandleavesosoon?

CoulditbethatMazwakhegottohimfirstandkilled

him?

It'snotasecretthatMazwakhehatesthismanand

heisathreattohisrelationshipwithPhakamani,he

woulddoanythingtoeliminatehimoutoftheway.

"Mama,whatareyoudoingwithmyboyfriend's

pictures?"

Nosiphosaysbehindherandshejumpsstartled.

Whendidshegetback?Sheshouldbeatwork!

Nokubonga:Whatdidyousay?



Nosipho:Thatguyyouarestaringat,Mario,ismy

boyfriend.

Haibo!Helltotheno!When?How?Justassheis

abouttoopenhermouthandaskquestions,Mbali

walksin.Fromherbodylanguage,Magwalacantell

thatthere'strouble.

Mbali:GoodafternoonMa…

Nokubonga:AfternoonMbalz,howareyou?

Mbali:I'mgoodthanks.Nosipho,canwetalk,in

private?

Nosipho:Afteryou….

Whatthehellisgoingon?Nokubongaasksherself

assoonasthegirlexitsfromherpresence.

NosiphoandMario?Dating?Nooo!!!Thischild

bettercomeandsayshe'sjoking.



Tobecontinued…
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NOSIPHO

ShefollowsMbalioutsideherhomeandtheystand

bythefrontoutsidedoor.Sheknowswhatthisis

aboutorcanatleastguess.

Nosipho:What'sup?

Mbali:IthoughtIshouldgetyourownsideofthe

story.

Nosipho:Sideofmystory?

Mbali:Yes,Ebuka'sstoryhastoomanyloopholes

soIhopeyouasmysisteraregoingtotellme



nothingbutthetruth.

Nosipho:Mbali,there'snoothertruththanwhat

Ebukatoldyou.Ibumpedintohimattheclub,hada

fewdrinksandweleft.That'sit.

Mbali:MhmIamjustfailingtounderstandsince

whenyoutwoarethatcloseandcomfortable

aroundeachothertoapointofgivingeachother

lifts?

Nosipho:Youneedtostopthisbeforeyoulosea

goodmanbecauseofyourinsecurities.

Mbali:Stopwhat?Howaboutyoustopbeingtoo

friendlytomyfiancéeandactuallyfindyourown

man?

Nosiphoraiseshereyebrowindisbeliefandlaughs

asarcasticlaughClappingherhands.

Nosipho:Thisgirl,itwasnotthefirsttimeIsaw

yourman.TheotherdayIwaswithKhethelo,Nhlo,



Phaksandheboughtusdrinks.

Mbali:Still,thatdoesn'texplainyoubeingbuddy

buddywithhim.

Nosipho:Yourproblem,theytoldyouthatyouare

thebestthingsinceJesuscameback.Youneedto

getoveryourself,ifIwantedEbuka,Iwouldhave

gottenhimlikethat.

ShesnapsherfingersinindicationandMbali

laughs.

Mbali:Inyourdreamsbabe,lookatyourselfthenme,

youarenothistype.Now,takemyadviceandfind

yourownmansothatyoucanstopgoingtoclubs

alonefencingours.

Nosipho:Sincewearegivingeachotheradvice,

here'smine:Stopbeingsodesperatetoapoint

whereyouwanttolobolayourselfgirly!Faking

virginitywasenough,havesomeshame.



Mbalilooksspookedatthatandsheknowsthatshe

hashitanerve.Sheleavesherthereandgoesback

insideandtakesawinebottleanddrinksstraight

fromit.

Nokubonga:Andthen?

Nosipho:Yoohiyadelelalentombazaneyooh!(This

girlissofullofityooh)

Nokubonga:Whathappened?

Nosipho:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.BeforeIforget,

canyoutellmewhatwereyoudoingwithMario's

pictures?

Nokubonga:Ohyes,Iwantedtoaskyouwhatyou

meanwhenyousaidthisrapistisyourboyfriend?

Nosipho:Rapist?

Nokubonga:Youheardme!What'swrongwithyou,

thismanisevenolderthanyourfatherandyou



havetheaudacitytoopenyourlegsfor?

Nosipho:Ifhe'ssuchabadman,whatareyou

doingwithhisinformation?

Nokubonga:That'sformetoknow,allIcantellyou

isstayawayfromthismanbeforeyougethurt.He's

notwhohesaysheis.

Nosipho:Iamalsothinkingyouarenotwhoyou

sayyouare.Iwonderwhatdadwillsaywhenhe

hearsthis.

Nokubonga:Nosipho!!

Shestormsoutandheadstoherbedroom,locking

herselfinside.Thisafternoonisprovingtobevery

stressfulforherandshecan'tdeal.ShedialsMario

andtohersurpriseitgoesthrough.Heanswers

anddoesn'tsayanything.Atthispointtearsare

streamingdownbecauseofexcitement.

Nosipho:Babe,areyouthere?Mario,Idon'tknow

what'sgoingonbutwhateveritisbaby,Ithinkwe



canfigureitouttogether.Justtalktome.Imiss

youlikecrazy.Howdoyoumakemesohappyand

thendisappear?Mario?

Thecallendsandshethrowsherselfonthebed

andputsthepillowoverherheadignoringher

mother'sloudknockonherdoor.

THABISILE

Sheeavesdropsontheconversationbetween

KhetheloandPhakamaniandthesiblingsare

talkingaboutthemattersoftheheart.Shesmiles

alonewhenshehearsthathersonisseeing

someone,Finally!

Khethelocomestohercarryingtheglassofjuice

shewasdrinkingfrom.



Khethelo:Mama,Iwillbeleavingsoon.

Thabisile:Aw,Ithoughtyouweresleepingover?

Khethelo:No,Ihavesomeworktodoandavery

earlymorningsoIneedtobeatmyplace.ButI'llbe

herethisweekend.

Thabisile:Ohthat'snice,thepastorandhisfamily

willbevisiting.

Khethelo:ThenIwon'tcome…

Thabisile:AiboKhethelowhy?

Khethelo:IwentoutwithKhathuandhewas

behavingweird,Ithinkhewantsme.

Thabisile:Howisthatweird?Khetheloyouarea

beautifulyounglady,anymanwouldbesoluckyto

haveyou.

Khethelo:Mom,IaminarelationshipwithMandisa,

whyisthatsohardtounderstand?

Thabisile:It'snotlikeIdon'tbut…

Khethelo:Waitaminute…



Thabisile:What?

Khethelo:DidyouandPhathusetmeupwith

Khathu?

Thabisile:Howcanyouaskmesuchathing?

Khethelo:Becauseyouhaveneveracceptedmy

relationshipwithherfromthebeginning!Ican't

believethatyouwouldgothisfar!

Thabisile:Khethelo…

Khethelo:Nomama,saveit.Enjoyyourevening….

MBALI

ShedrivestoEbuka'splacefumingandkeepson

replayingtheconversationshehadwithNosiphoon

hermindoverandoveragain.Thenervetosay

suchtoher!



ThesecurityatTony'shouseknowshersoshe

findstheparkingandstormstothehouse.She

findsJojocooking,probablyjollofrice.

Jojo:Whydoyoucomeinandoutofhereasifit's

yourplace?

Mbalistopsandlooksathim.

Mbali:Isityourplace?

Jojo:Tonydoesn'twantyouhere…

Mbali:Awungiyekengesicefewena!(stopbeinga

nuisance)

SheproceedstoEbuka'sbedroomandknocksonce

thenopensthedoor.Hegetsofffromthebedas

soonasshewalksinandwearsthatgentlesmileof

his.



Ebuka:Baby!JustthepersonIwantedtosee.

Hepullsheruptohimandgiveshimahug,she

sighstryingtocalmdownandhughim.

Mbali:Howwasyourpresentation?

Ebuka:Itwentwell,Iamreallyhopingforthebest.

Youwon'tbelievewhoIsawbeforeIwentin!

Mbali:Who?

Ebuka:Yourdad,hewasinthesamebuildingbutfor

anotherdepartmentIthink.WespokeandImade

himunderstandthatit'sgoingtotakesometime

formybusinesstodevelopsoheshouldgiveme

sometime…

Mbaliquicklygetsoffhimandclapsherhands.

Mbali:Wow!Whatkindofmanareyou?

Ebuka:Whatdoyoumean?



Mbali:Whywouldyougoandembarrassyourself

likethattomydad?Nowhewillseehowweakyou

areandregretsthechancehegaveyou!

Ebuka:Actuallyhe…

Mbali:AndwhydidyourunyourmouthtoNosipho

aboutourbusiness?Nowthewholetownwillknow

thatIofferedmoneyforlobola?

Ebuka:(calmly)Youneedtowatchyourtoneand

stopshouting.Youarenottalkingtoachild.

Mbali:Yetyouarebehavinglikeone!Ifyouwantme

totakeyouseriously,youneedtogrowupandstart

behavinglikearealmanshould!

Shestormsoutofthebedroombangingthedoor

behindherandheadsdownstairs.WhateverJojois

cookingsmellsverydeliciousherstomachis

growlinginembarrassment.Shegoestohim.

Mbali:Whatareyoumakinghere?



Jojo:Nowyouareinterested?

Mbali:Please,wefightbecauseyouinvolveyourself

inmybusiness.

Jojoshakeshisheadandlightshisjointuptakinga

fewpuffs.Thewayshe'ssostressed,sheneeds

onetoo.Haveneversmokedbeforebutthere's

alwayafirsttimetoeverythingright?

Mbali:CanI?

Jojo:Kid,thisshitisstrongforyou,notyournormal

stuff.

Mbali:Youdon'twantto?

Jojopassesitovertoherandshepullsonceand

coughscausingJojotolaugh.

Jojo:Itoldyou!



Mbali:Letmetryagain!

Jojo:Yourboyfriendwillkillyouwhenhewalksin

onyousmoking.

Mbali:Youareright,hewillpreachandallthat,let

megosmokeatthebackI'llbeback.Pleasedishup

forme.I'mhungry.

Jojo:Areyounotleaving?

Mbali:No,mymanandIhavetotalk…

MARIO

AfterthephonecallfromNosiphohesitsonthe

chairclenchinghisjaw,rubbinghisforehead.He

misseshertoo,somuchevenbutthembeing

togetherisverycomplicated,waytoocomplicated

andcanruineverylittlechancehehasinuniting

withhisson.

HehopesthatonedayNosiphowillunderstandwhy



hehadtoletgoofwhatevertheyweretryingto

buildandstaylow.Hissmallburnerphonerings,he

alreadyknowswho'scalling.

Mario:Lucas?

Lucas:Someoneisdigginginfoaboutyou.What

shouldIdoaboutit?

Mario:Whoisit?

Lucas:Yourex-girlfriend'smother…

Mariosighs,whywouldSibeko'ssecondwifedig

himup?Whatdoesshewant?

Mario:Findoutwhatsheknowsandhowdeepthen

takecareofit.

Lucas:I'monit.

Thecallendsandhetossesthephoneaside,picks



hisasthmainhalerandpumpsitintohismouth….

Tobecontinued
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[06/11,16:49] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER39

EBUKA

HelooksatMbalibusyramblingthingsthatdon't

makesenseandlaughingunnecessarily.Hefeels

likesheshouldn'tbehere,Imeanhedoesn'twantto

provokeMazwakhebykeepingMbaliinhisplace

forlonger.

Butdrivinghomeinthisstateisalsooutbecauseit



willbequestionableastowhyisshethiswasted.

Ebuka:Mbali…areyousmokingweednow?

Mbali:Abit…

Shesaysandgigglescoveringhereyes.

Ebuka:Mbalithisisnotright…

Mbali:Yooh,Jojodidsaythatyouaregoingto

preachtome.Relax,itwasjustsmallnyanajoint.

Ebuka:Jojodoesdrugs,whatifthatjointwasmixed

withsomething?

Mbali:Itlookednormaltome…

Ebukasighsdefeated,it'snousearguingwithherin

thisstate.Hehelpsheroutofherclothesand

headsoutlookingforJojo…



Ebuka:Johny!Jojo!

Heshowsupwithhischestalloutandshortpants.

Jojo:Whyareyoushoutingnow?Whodied?

Ebuka:Whydidyougivemygirlfrienddrugs?

Jojo:Heee,shesaidIgaveherdrugs?Ideynodo

suchthingooh!Iswear!

Ebuka:JojoIswearifIfindoutthat…

Jojo:Relaxnowahah,IjusttoldyouIdidn't.

Besides,she'stheonewhoaskedforit.

Ebuka:Nexttimerefuseandtellherwheretogetoff.

Jojo:Idon'tknowwhatitisyouwant,afewdays

agoyousaidIamcoldtoyourgirlfriendandnow

thatIaccommodateherisalsoanissue?

Ebuka:She'sstillyoungandsometimesbehaves

assuch.Pleasedon'tlethergettoyou.Icareand

lovethatgirl,she'smyfuturewife.Respectthat,

bikko.



Jojo:Ihearyou,I'msorryifIoffendedyou.

Ebuka:It'sallgoodmybrother.Goodnight…

MAZWAKHE

HeisdrinkinghiscoffeeasusualwhenNosipho

walksinfullydressedandreadyforwork.

Nosipho:GoodmorningMaziya,whendidyouarrive?

Mazwakhe:MorningNtombi,Igotherelastnight

anddidn'twanttowakeyouup.Howareyou?

Nosipho:(shrugginghershoulders)Whatcanwe

say?Iguesswhatmattersistheoxygenthatstill

goesinandout.

Mazwakhe:Soundslikeyouaretroubled?

Shelooksathermotherwho'smakingbreakfast

andsighsbeforegivinghimahug.



Nosipho:It'snothingIcannothandlebaba.Havea

greatday.

Mazwakhe:Ifyouwanttotalk,callme,I'llbeaway

forawhile.

Nosipho:Howlong?

Mazwakhe:Amonthmaximum,there'sabusinessI

havetoventureintoinGauteng.

Nosipho:Okay,whenareyouleaving?

Mazwakhe:Thisafternoon…

Nosipho:Okaybaba,safetravelsandmakeusmore

money…

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Isawyourcar,

congratulations…

Nokubongacomeswiththetrayofbreakfastand

placesitinfrontofhim.



Nokubonga:Youwillbeshockedtolearnwhereshe

gotthatcarfrom.

Nosiphorollshereyesandwavesathimwalking

out.

Mazwakhe:What'shappeningbetweenyoutwo?

Nokubonga:Yourchildisfullofitandsheneedsto

dropthisattitudebecauseit'sinthishouse.

Angekeminangihlalenomunyeumfaziinmyhouse.

Mazwakhe:Ihopeyouarenotimplyingonchasing

mydaughterbecausethisisherhome.

Nokubonga:Thenshemustbehavelikethechild

thatsheis!

Mazwakhe:Youaregoingtotellmewhatthematter

is?

Nokubonga:(sighs)No,I'llhandleit.Whoareyou

goingwithtoGauteng?

Mazwakhe:Alone,why?



Nokubonga:Mhm…don'tcomewitha5thwife…

Mazwakhe:AwMagwala,reallynow?

Nokubonga:Isitalie?YouwenttoMpumalanga

andcamebacknoMamakaSanele!(youcame

backwithNonhlanhla)

Mazwakhe:Wow,amagqubu!..(youholdgrudges)

Nokubonga:Ineedtogoprepareforworkaswell,

whattimeareyouleaving?

Mazwakhe:3,IamgoingtoseeNhloniphofrom

here.Ineedtobriefhimabouthisroleinmy

absence.Phakamaniisalreadysorted.

Nokubonga'slipscurveintoasmileandshekisses

himallovercausinghimtolaugh.

Nokubonga:Thankyou…



KHETHELO

She'svisitingSanelisiweandtheyarecatchingup

witheverythingthathappenedthepastfewweeks.

KhethelomentionsinpassingthatPhakamanihasa

girlfriendnowandbeinginlovesuitshim.

Khethelo:Youknow,thewaymybrotherischaffed,

justyesterdaywhenIvideocalledhimhesaidhe's

buyingsomeclothesforhisdaughtersinceit's

winterandall.

Sanelisiwe:That'ssosweet,sothegirlhasachild?

Khethelo:Yes,abeautifullittlegirlwithmanners.I

meanweallknowtoddler'saretroublesomebut

thatchildissosweet.Definitelytakesafterher

mother.

Sanelisiwe:Ncooh,where'sthebabydaddy?

Khethelo:Idon'tknowhey,butfromwhatIheard

he'sadeadbeat.



Sanelisiwe:Itwouldbebetterifhewasdead

shame..

Khethelo:AiboSane!

Sanelisiwe:NotinabadwaybutIjustdon'twant

himtocomebackwhenPKissettledanddisturb

theirpeace.Hedeservestobeinlove.

Khethelo:Ihopenotbutwecan'tsayneverbecause

mjolowaghanama.

Sanelisiwe:Youspeaklikethere'stroubleinyour

paradise?

Khethelo:MandisaandIareabitin…nottosaywe

arefightingbutthere'sthatgaphappening.

Sanelisiwe:Why,whathappened?

Khethelo:Okay,Ithinkmymomistryingtosetme

upwithherfriend'sson,theonefromCuba,doctor

andall.

Sanelisiwe:Isyourmothernotawareofyour

sexualityevennow?



Khethelo:Sheisandallofthismakesmeangry.I

meanMaziyaacceptedthenewsbutai,myown

motherisbusyplayingmatchmakingandnowI

regretwhyIwentintothatstupidlunchwithhim.

Sanelisiwe:Don'tbetoohardonyourselformom,I

meanyouknowhowparentsare.Inherdefense

maybesheistryingtolookoutforyou.Giveher

time,Ipromisesheisgoingtocomearound.

Khethelo:Idon'tknowSane,Ifeellikethisguyisa

threattomyrelationshipandIdon'tneedthat.

Sanelisiwe:Threathow?Ishehot?

Khethelo:That'sbesidethepoint,Ineedtocutties

withhimcompletelybeforeIloseMandisa.

Sanelisiwe:Dowhatyouhavetodobootosalvage

thesituationbutalsorememberthatit'sallowedto

changeyourmindyouknow.

Khethelo:Sanelisiwe!

Sanelisiwelaughsandgetupfromthecouch.



Sanelisiwe:Okay,I'llstop.Tequilaorvodka?

Khethelo:Vodkaplease…

NHLONIPHO

Hewokeupandcleanedhisapartment,tidyingitup

sincehisfatheriscomingover.Hislifeisslowly

gettingbacktonormalandhisheartishealing

again.Thankstothegreatsupportsystemthatis

hisbrotherwhomadehimlaughandconstantly

checkeduponhimtoensurehedoesn'tslipinto

depression.

Itstillhurtshewon'tliebecausehewashopingto

spendtherestofhislifewiththisgirl,Imeanfrom

chattinganddoingeverythingtogetherwithherto

this?It'sanightmarehonestly.



Hisdad'svisitiskindofunsettlingashetriesto

crackhismindwonderingwhatitisabout.Heheard

thatTonyisupandhopesthathedoesn'tcomefor

him.Hereallywantstomovefromthatchapter

completely.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoorandheknowsit's

him.HegavePhakamaniandhisfatheraccessto

hisapartment.Heopensforhim andtheoldman

walksinallswaggedup.

Hesmilesproudly,hisdadalwaysunderstandsthe

assignmentandhasagreatfashionsense.Imean

themanhashisowndesignersoitmakessense

whythe2k'sthinkheistheirpeer.Theyshake

hands.

Mazwakhe:Maziya…

Nhlonipho:Baba…

Mazwakhe:Youlookbetter,howisitgoingwiththat



case?Doyouwantmetolookintoit?

Nhlonipho:Nooo,thelasttimeyoulookedinto

something,someoneendedupinICU.Thecops

discoveredthecarandmadeanarrest.

Mazwakhe:It'saboutdamntime,don'tletthatgirl

walkoveryourheadNhlonipho.Allowthelawto

actaccordinglyanddealwithherlikeacriminalthat

sheis.

Nhloniphonodsandasksifhecanofferhisfather

anythingtodrink.

Mazwakhe:No,I'mgood.AsImentionedearlier,I'm

goingtobeawayforamonthsoIneedyouto

reporttotheofficetomorrowandhandlethings.Are

youstillonleave?

Nhlonipho:Yes,haveawholemonththatisnot

touched…

Mazwakhe:Good,there'sMrNkositherewho's



goingtobriefyouabouteverythingyouwantto

knowbutitshouldn'tbeanythingmorethanwhatI

alreadysentyou.

Youwanttolead,thisisachancetoshowmeyou

can.Allthemajordecisionstherehavetobe

authorizedbyyou,treatmystuffwithrespect

NhloniphoIdon'twantdramaandscandalsonmy

return.

ThedealIamtryingtosecureisbigandstressful

enoughsoIcan'tbeworriedaboutyoutoookay?

Nhlonipho:Youwon'tbabaIpromiseI'llmakeyou

proud.Who'sgoingtooverseetheconstruction

business?

Mazwakhe:Yoursister'swilldobutyouand

Phakamaniarewelcometoassistincasetheyneed

help.

Nhlonipho:(nodding)Offcourse,thankyoudadfor



trustingme,orshouldIsayuswiththisopportunity.

Mazwakhe:It'sallgood,ImeanIpaidsomuch

moneysendingyoualltouniversities,it'shightime

youinvestyourknowledgeandskillsintothefamily

businessandmakeitgrow.

Nhlonipho:Iagree.Doyouneedaridetotheairport?

Mazwakhe:Icamewithmycarsoyoucandriveme

theresothatyoucanreturnwithit.

Nhlonipho:Okay,letmegetmyphone…

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Todayhasbeenagreatdayforher,sheisinajolly

moodafterwhatMazwakhesaidtoherinthe

morning.Thatresultedinthemmakingupwith

somefiresexandtheangerisnowoutthewindow.

SheneedstotalktoNosipholaterandtrytofinda

solutiontotheirtension.Shepaysforherthings



andleavetheshoptohercar,there'sthisweird

feelingshekeepsgettingasshefeelslikesomeone

isfollowingher.

Whenshestopstolookback,there'snooneexcept

peoplemindingtheirbusiness.Oldageisslowly

creepinginforsure.Sheloadseverythinginthe

bootandstartshercardrivingaway.

5minutesawayfromtheshoppingcentre,ona

routethathaslesstraffic,acarcomesstraightinto

herdirectionandhitshersonpurpose,swayingher

offtheroad.Shescreamsandcursesatthesame

timebecauseWTF!!

Beforehermindcanregisterwhatishappening,she

isdraggedoutofthecarandshovedintoanavanza

whoseseatshavebeentakenout.Thispersonhas

agunonandquicklytiesherhandsandlegstothe

back,covershermouthwithatapeandblindfolds

her.



Theonlythingshegetstoseeishislegunderthe

pantshe'swearing.He'swhite,andnotalone.The

carstartsmovingveryfast.

Itclickstoher,sheisbeingKidnapped!!!!

Tobecontinued….
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NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA

Thediscomfortherbodyisrespondingtoforcesher

toopenhereyesandlookaround.Shequickly

rememberswhathappenedandsitsupstraight

frowningattheheavyheadachethatjusthitherso



badly.

Notsofarfromher,there'sawhiteguyseatedona

chairinanallblackattirepressingonhisphone.He

liftshisfaceupatthemovementshe'smaking.He

smilesandgetoffthechaircomingtoher.

Forsomeonewho'skidnapped,she'snotscaredor

maybeshe'spretendingnotto.Imeanthisisthe

mostcomfortablekidnapshe'severseenorhead

off.

Lucas:Letmehelptaketheseoff…

Hesaysremovingtherestoftheropesoffher

anklesandwrists.Shecan'thelpbutpickuphis

greatscent.Pitysheloveshercoffeestrongand

black.



Nokubonga:Whoareyou?

Lucas:Mybad;pleaseforgivemymanner.I'm

LucasAbrams.

Abrams?AsinconnectionwithJacobAbrams?

Nowshe'sreallyscaredasnumerousthoughts

floodhermind.Hegivesheracreepysmilethat

turnsherintestinesdown.

Nokubonga:Whatdoyouwantfromme?DoIeven

knowyou?

Lucas:Youdon'tknowmebutmybrother…

Nokubonga:Brother?

Lucas:Yessweetheart,I'msuremySurnameranga

belltoyou,isn'tit?

Sheclearsherthroat;thisisuncomfortabletosay

theleast.Howdidtheyfindher?



Nokubonga:Whatdoyouwantfromme?

Lucas:Ishouldactuallydirectthatquestionbackto

you.Whyareyoulookingmybrotherup?Don'tlieto

mebecauseIdon'twanttoharmyou.

Nokubonga:I…I…wellIwantedtofindoutifhe'sstill

alive.

Lucas:Why?

Nokubonga:Because..Look,it'salongstorybuthe

hasasonandheisathreattomyson'slegacy.

Lucas'seyebrowraisesincuriosity.

Lucas:Isit?Howso?

Nokubonga:Traditionallyandlawfullymysonis

supposedtobetheheirbutwithyourbrother'sson

around,suchcannothappen.NowIlookedforyour

brotherbecauseIwantedtoreunitethemsothat

mysoncanfullyclaimhispositionasanheir.



IswearIhadnootherintentionsotherthanbeinga

motherandactuallylookingoutformyson.Iam

sureyouunderstand?

Lucas:Absolutely;Ido…

Nokubonga:So;whereishe?Andisittruethathe's

datingmydaughter?

Lucas:Wasdatingyourdaughter…

Nokubonga:Ohmygoodness…

Lucas:Hestoppedassoonashelearnedhehada

sonwithyoursisterwife.

Nokubonga:Sowhatisheplanningtodoaboutit?

Heneedstocomeandgethissonassoonas

possible.

Lucas:Youreallydon'twanthimdoyou?

Nokubonga:No,it'snotlikethat…

Lucas:(chuckling)I'mnotafool,thehatredisall

overyourvoiceanditmakesmeuncomfortableto



realizethatourbloodisnotsafe.

Nokubonga:Whatareyouinsinuating?Iwould

neverhurtorharmPhakamani,he'slikemyson!

Lucas:Reallynow?

Shebreathesheavily,thisisnotgoingwellatall.

Nokubonga:Iamjustprotectingmychild'slegacy,

that'sall.

Lucas:Ifeelsorryforyourhusband,hebroughta

snakehome.Thesamechildyoufoundinthis

marriage?

Nokubonga:Look,youdon'tunderstandourways

asblackpeople…

Lucas:Ido;I'mmarriedtoablackladybutthat's

besidesthepoint.Youareevilandtwisted,Iam

goingtosaythisanddoitonce.

Don'teventhinkoftouchingthatboybecauseone

scratchI'llpinitonyou,Ihavemyeyesonyou



woman.

Herheartisbeatingupsofastatthispoint.

Nokubonga:Sowhat'sgoingtohappennext?

Lucas:Nothing;youarefreetogo.

Nokubonga:Oh?

Lucas:Yesandyourcarisbeingfixed,youwill

receiveatexttocomefetchittomorrow.Someone

isgoingtodropyouoffatyourhouse.

Nokubonga:Okay;thankyou.

Shegetsupandseesherpersonalbelongingsat

thetableinthemiddleofthisroomandgrabsthem

walkingoutofthedoor.Hermindisspinningand

she'sliterallyshakingasshetriestothinkofthe

possibleoutcomeofthis.



Thedriverisalreadywaitingforheroutside.He

opensthedoorandshejumpsonatthebackand

saysalittleprayer.Atleastsheisnotharmedin

anyway.

KHETHELO

Mandisamakesherwaythroughthehouseafter

havingcalledhertocomeoversothattheycantalk.

Sheislookinggoodinhernewhairstyleand

Khethelocan'thelpbutfallmoreinlovewithher.

Khethelo:Youlookamazingbabe,thishairdois

doingthethings.

Mandisa:Thankyou,Ididittodayatthatsalonyou

hate.

Khethelo:(smiling)Theyhavereallyimprovedhey…

ShetakesMandisa'shandintohersassoonasthey



sitdown.

Khethelo:Babe,Idon'tknowwhattosayorhowto

startthisconversationbutIwanttoapologizefor

makingyouuncomfortableorinaplacewhereyou

hadtoquestionyourselfaboutus.IloveyouandI

havenootherdesiretobewithanotherperson

besidesyou.

Mandisa:I'malsosorryforlashingoutandnot

givingyouachancetoactuallyexplainthistome.I

wasjustscared.

Khethelo:Ofwhat?

Mandisa:Khethelo,youarecapableofdatingboth

vendorswhereasmywholelifeI'vebeenwithgirls.I

won'tliethatkindofunsettledmeandlet'sbe

honest,youarebeautiful.Everyonewantsapieceof

you.

Khetheloblusheseffortlesslytothecompliment.



Khethelo:Wellbabenoteveryonehawu.I'myours

babe.IpromiseIwon'tseehimagainorputyouin

thatposition.I'msorry.

Mandisa:(smiling)Okay…

Khethelo:Okay?

Mandisa:Yeah,we'regood…

Khethelo:Imissedyou…

Mandisa:Samehere…

Theykisspassionatelybutgetinterruptedbyacall

fromthesecurityinformingKhethelothatthere'sa

deliveryforher.Khethelogivespermissiontohave

itcometoherdoor.

Momentslater,sheopensthedoorandsignsforit.

It'swrappedupnicelyinasmallfancypackage.



Mandisa:Someoneisreceivinggifts…

ShesaysasKhethelotakesoutthecardtoseewho

itisfrom.

Khethelo:(readingsilently)"Ireallyenjoyedyour

scenttheotherdayandthoughtIshouldbuyyou

thisoneandagiftvoucherforawholeyearof

purchasefromthem".

Mandisa:Whoisitfrom?

Nowshe'sreadingwithKhetheloandthesmile

disappearsfromherfacewhensheseesthename

signedatthebottom.

Khethelo:Babe,thisisnotwhatitlookslike.

Mandisa:ReallyKhethelo?Thisguyevenknows

whereyoustay!What'snext?



Khethelo:Canyoucalmdownsothatwecantalk

aboutthis?

Mandisa:What'stheretotalkaboutbecauseclearly

I'mbeingmadeafoolhere?Khethelodoyouwant

thisguy?

Khethelo:Howcanyouaskmesuchaquestion?I

justexplainedtoyouthatit'sonlyyouthatIwant?

Mandisa:WellinthatcaseIguessyouwon'tneed

tokeepthegiftsfromhim.

Khethelo:Huh?

Mandisasnatchestheperfumeandsmashesiton

thefloorandtearsthevoucherintopieces.

Khethelo:Mandisa!

Mandisa:Done,problemsolved!I'llcleanthismess.

ShewalkstothekitchenleavingKhethelo'sjaw

wideopeninshockastowhatjusthappened?



EBUKA

Despitethetensionbetweenhimandhisbrother,he

isstillshowingupforhisbusinessandhandlingit.

Hisphoneringsandit'sanumberhedoesn't

recognizenorregisteredonthetruecaller.

Ebuka:Hello?

Phakamani:Ebuka,It'sPhakamanihere.

Hisheartjumps,Mbali'selderbrother.Whatdoes

hewant?Heclearshisthroat.

Ebuka:OhyesPK,howareyou?

Phakamani:HowdoyouthinkIamwhenyoukeep

mysisterinyourhousethislong?Justbecausewe



acceptedyoudoesthatpermityoutoharborherin

asyourwife?

Whatishetalkingabout?ThismorningMbali

droppedheroffatworkandsaidshewasgoing

home.

Ebuka:Idon'tunderstand…

Phakamani:I'vebeencallingherbutIamunableto

reachherasherphonesendsmetovoice-mail.Tell

hertocomehomebeforeIcomethereanddragher

outofthehousemyself!

HedropsthecallandEbukaisstunned.Hecallsher

immediatelyandindeedherphoneisoff.Hetries

Joiobutitringsunanswered.Thelastoptionhe

hasistogohomeandcheckwhat'sgoingon.

NONHLANHLA-MAMCHUNU



Shewalksinattheparlorandthereceptionist

smilesatherwarmly.It'sherfirsttimecominghere

andseeingthatthere'ssuchbeautifulgirlsmakes

herbreaththroughthewound.

Receptionist:GoodmorningMrsSibeko,howcan

weassistyou?

Nonhlanhla:Morning,pleasedirectmetoMr

Nkosi'soffice,I'mheretoseehim.

Receptionist:Here'sstillatthemeetingwith…

Nonhlanhla:DoIlooklikeIcare?

Receptionist:(clearingherthroat)Walkupstraight

andyouaregoingtoseehisofficewithhis

Surnameandinitialsatthedoor.

Nonhlanhla:Thankyou.



Shefollowsthepassageroutereadingatthedoor

titlesuntilsheseestheonethatbelongstohim.He

knocksonceandopensthedoor,whatisNhlonipho

doinghere?

Nonhlanhla:Sanibonani,Iamheretoseeyou.

ShereferstoScelo.Nhloniphopackshisthingsand

getsup.

Nhlonipho:We'llfinisheverythinglater,thanksfor

everything.Ncane..

Theyshakehandsandheexitstheoffice,sheturns

hereyesbackatScelo.

Scelo:Wait,youaremarriedtohisfather?

Nonhlanhla:Don'tactasifyoudidn'tknow!Wasn't

ityouridea?Tocomeworkformyhusbandsoyou



canterrorizeme?

Scelo:Nonhlanhla,Ihadnoideayouarealsopartof

theparcel.Wow,I'mshocked.Whywouldyouput

yourselfthroughthatwhileyouaresobeautiful.

Nonhlanhlarollshereyes,thisonemustnotstart

withthosetrickshey.

Nonhlanhla:Youhavetoresign.

Sceloquicklylooksupatherinshock.

Scelo:Why,whathaveIdone?

Nonhlanhla:YouaremyexDamnit!Youseriously

cannotworkformyhusband.

Scelo:That'sall?

Nonhlanhla:Whatelsedoyouthinkof?



Scelopusheshischairbackandcomestoher,he

standsvery,Imeanverycloseather.

Scelo:Ithinkthere'sactuallymorethanthat.Why

areyouuncomfortablearoundme?Doesmy

presencedosomethingtoyou?

Sheforcesherselftolookathim,worsemistake!

Idiotissmirkinglookingdownatherface,hishotair

burningherwholeface…

Nonhlanhla:Whatisyourpresencesupposedtodo

tome?

Scelo:Idon'tknow,youtellme…

Goshheissoclose,toocloseandwhyisherheart

beatingsofast?Shestepsback.

Nonhlanhla:Youhavetoresign!Takeitasafriendly



warning.

Scelocontinuessmilingandshebangsthedooron

herwayout…

MBALI

Sheisinaworldofherown,herownsanctuaryand

thefeelingthatcomeswithitisoutofthisworldas

sheisunabletodescribeit.

Theonlywaytoexpressherfeelingsisthroughher

tears,lipbiting,handsonherheadandcries.

Ifsheisdreamingthenshebetternotwakeup

becauseshedoesn'twantthistoend,notanytime

soon.



Justassheisenjoying,everythingcomestoastop

abruptlyforcinghertoopenhereyestoseewhy

onlytofindEbukastandingbythedoorlookingat

herasifhejustsawaghost.

Mbali:B….baby!Love…

Shemanagestosaywithnervousgigglesin

betweenhopingthattheyaregoingtomakethe

situationlessawkwardthanitalreadyis….

Tobecontinued.
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EBUKA



HestandsthereinshockasMbaliliesthereonthe

bedgigglingalonelikesomeonemad.The

movementsshe'sbeendoingonthebedclearly

indicatesthatsheishigh.Whatishappeningwith

thisgirl?

Mbali:Baby,love?Comejoinme!

Shecallsforhimandheswallowsthehugelumpon

histhroatandwalksuptoher.Thefirstthinghe

doesisinspectherifshehasn'tbeensexually

violatedoranythinglikethat.

Mbali:Doyouwantustodoit?

Ebuka:NoMbaliforgetaboutsexforamoment!

Whatareyoudoinghere?

Mbali:Whatdoyoumean?Don'tyouwantmehere

anymore?



Ebuka:That'snotwhatI'mtryingtosaybutnowI

haveyourbrotheronmyassaskingforyou.They

thinkI'mkeepingyouhereasmywifebeforeIcan

evendorightforyou!

Mbali:MxmPhakamanineedstomindhisown

businessandleavemealone.I'manadult…

Ebuka:Adult?WhatdidyousmoketodaybecauseI

amnotseeinganyweedinsight?

Mbali:Doesitmatter?BeforeyoublameJojo,he

didn'tgivemeanything.

Ebuka:Mbaliyoutireme,weren'tyousupposedto

beonsitetoday?Didn'tyourdadleaveyouandyour

sisterstoworkasyoumentioned?

Mbaliisnowaqualifiedquantitysurveyorwhowill

begainingherworkingexperiencefromthefamily

business.IfMazwakheweretoseehisdaughter

likethis,hewasgoingtoflip!



Mbali:Work,I'llgotomorrow!

Ebuka:No,youaregoinghometoday!I'lldealwith

Jojolater.

Mbali:YounolongerlovemeEbuka?Whyareyou

kickingmeout?Ithoughtyouwantedustoget

marriedandlivehappilytogether!

Ebuka:Clearlyyouarenotreadyformarriage,

Mbali…

Mbalitriestostandupbutfallsbacktothebed

complainingaboutbeingdizzy.

Mbali:Whatdoyoumean?Areyoubreakingupwith

me?Isitabouttheabortion?Iknewthatyounever

forgaveme!

Nowshe'scrying,Ebukaignoresherandgoesto

thebathroomandopensthewatertofillthetubup.

HecomesbacktoMbaliwho'scryingasifsomeone

hashither.Heignoreshercriesandundressesher



andcarrieshertothebathroom.

ThemomentMbali'sbodycomesincontactwith

thecoldwater,shewailstryingtogetoutbutEbuka

pinsherdown.

Ebuka:Sitdown,thisisgoingtohelpyousoberup!

Mbali:EbukaI'msorry,pleaseforgivemeIwon'tdo

itagain!

RightthebathroomdoorfliesopenandJojowalks

in.

Jojo:Whatthefuckmarnwecanhearher

screamingallthewayout.Areyoukillingher?

HiseyesshifttoMbaliwho'snakedandhelickshis

lips.Ebukajumpsonhimandstartsthrowingheavy

punchesathim,kickinghimoutofthebathroom.



JojogainshisbalanceandgivesEbukaahotslap

beforedrawingouthisgun.

Jojo:Stop!Areyououtofyourmind?

Ebuka:Whatisit?Youwanttoshootmenow?What

areyouwaitingfor?Goaheadandshootme!

Jojo:Ebukayouneedtocalmdown!

Ebuka:Don'ttellmetofuckencalmdown!Itoldyou

tostopfeedingMbaliwithdrugsbutnowyoudon't

listen!Nowherfamilywillblamemeforeverything!

Afterworkingsodamnhardtobeacceptedandyou

havetoruinit.

Jojo:Ididn'tgiveheranydrugsIswear!

Ebuka:Youintroducedhertothem!Jojo,getthe

fuckoutofherebeforeIloosemymind!

Jojolowershisgundownandwalksoutwithhis

headfaceddown.Ebukaexhalesloudandshakes

hisheadastearsthreatentocomeout.He'snever

beenthisangryinhislife.



Mbali:I'msorry…

Shesaysbehindhim,hecloseshiseyesandtakes

adeepbreathinandoutbeforeopeningthemagain.

Ebuka:Finishup,I'mdrivingyouhome!

Heleaveswithoutwaitingforaresponsefromher.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

SheisonaphonecallwithKhetheloandtheyare

gossipingasusual.Khethelotellsheraboutthe

dramathathappenedwhenagiftfromKhathu

arrived.

Sanelisiwe:Yoohbabethatisaredflag,whywould



shegotothatextreme?

Khethelo:Idon'tunderstandandhonestlyitwasn't

thatdeep.

Sanelisiwe:Exactly,agiftisagift,it'snotlikeyou

wentaroundandaskedforit.

Khethelo:ButthenIunderstandwhereshe'scoming

from.Imeanshetoldmehowscaredsheistolose

me…

Sanelisiwe:Weeakuveniwakhulumelaamaabuser

Khethelo!

Khethelo:Okaynowyouareexaggerating,Mandisa

isnoabuser…

Sanelisiwe:Wellitstartslikethis.She'sbreaking

yourgifts,whatisnext?

Khethelo:Youareblowingthisoutofproportion,

anywayIhavetogo,we'lltalk.

Sanelisiwe:Besafeboo…

TheyendtheircallandSanelisiwereturnsbackto



work.SheneverlikedMandisa,alwaysgaveher

somecreepyvibesandherdoingthismakesiteven

worse.DeepdownshewishesthatKhethelocan

havesomethinggoingonwithKhathusothat

Mandisacanleave.Butthenitwouldbring

confusiontoherhusbandwhoacceptedthathis

daughterisattractedtootherwomenmorethanshe

istomen.

Speakingofthehusband,shemissedhimso

much,it'sgoingtobealongmonth!Maybeshe

shouldpayhimasurprisevisitoneday.Imeanshe

knowsverywellthattheotherwivesareverystuck

upandgoingtowaitforhimtocomeback.She's

goingtosurprisehim!

JOJO

Hewalksoutofthehouseandwipeshisbleeding

nosewiththebackofhishandwhiledialingTony’s

number.Hisnoseisonfireandsuspectsthat



maybeEbukabrokeit.

DamnhispunchesaremeanandheavyAF,allalong

theycalledhimsoftandweak.Wellheisn't,hejust

choosespeacebutnowhecanseethatindeedheis

Tony’sbrother.

Tony:Jojo,anyupdates?

Jojo:Phaseoneoftheplanhasbeencarriedout,I

thinkshe'shooked.

Tony:WelldoneJojo,nowmovetothesecondone

anddoitfast.There'snobrotherofminethat's

goingtomarryafloozythatabortedhisbaby

withoutthinkingtwice.AsforMazwakhe,Ican't

waittoseehisfacewhenallofthisisover.

Jojo:I'monitboss!

REFILOE



Phakamanifetchesherfromworkandasusual,

she'sthrilledtoseehim.Eversinceshemethim,

she'sbeenthehappiestandatease.Heisthe

partnersheprayedforandahalf.Everydayshe

asksGodtocontinuestrengtheningtheirloveeven

more.

Phakamani:Howwaswork?

Refiloe:Arghyouknowhowitis,chasingafter

clientsandreachingtargets.It'shardreallybut

paysthebill.

Phakamani:MaybeyoushouldsendmeyourCV.I'll

forwardittoKhetheloorNhloniphotoseeifwecan

getyouabetterjob.

Refiloe:Thatsoundssweetbabebutwouldn'tbe

seenasnepotism?

Phakamani:Nepotism,howwhenyouaregoingto

beMrsSibekooneday?

Sheblushes,hedoesn’tforgettomentionthatshe's



hisfuturewifeandsheisstartingtoseetheidea

formingandgrowinginhermind.Hestopsbyatthe

complexandsuggeststhattheybuyafewthings.

He'ssleepingoveratherplaceandtonightshe's

planningontakingthingstoanotherlevelwithhim.

Nervesandexcitementaredealingwithher.

Heholdsherhandastheywalkinsidecheckersand

talksaboutthetrolleyloadingthingstheywillneed.

Inthemiddleofshoppinghestopspushingthe

trolleyandsneaksuponthisotherlady.

Phakamani:Waaah!

Shequicklyturnsfrightenedandhitshimonhis

arm.

Sanelisiwe:AimarnPhakamani,don'teversneakup

onmelikethat!

Phakamani:(laughing)I'msorry,howareyou?



Sanelisiwe:I'mgoodandhowareyou?

Phakamani:Welltiredwithyourhusbandnothere.

Pleasemeetmygirlfriend,Refiloe…

Shesmilesandapproachesherwithahug.

Sanelisiwe:She'ssobeautifulPandlookssoshy.

Phakamani:Iknowright?

Sanelisiwe:Hellolove,mynameisSanelisiwe

Sibeko.It'sapleasuretomeetyou.Onedaywhen

youarefreetellthisbigheadboyfriendofyoursto

bringyoutothehousesothatwecangettoknow

eachother.

Phakamani:Youdidn'tjustcallmebighead…

Refiloe:It'sapleasuretomeetyoutoosis.

Sanelisiweannouncedthatshewasgrabbingafew

thingssoshe'sleaving.Theyproceedwiththeir

shopping.



Phakamani:Yougood?

Refiloe:Yeah,issheyourfather'swife?Heardher

sayingshe'saSibekoandyoucallingherNcane.

Phakamani:Yep,she'sthethirdwife.

Refiloe:Wow,shelooksyoungoratyourage…

Phakamani:Yeahsheis,weare3yearsoldapart.

Refiloe:Wow,Iwonderhowyoungthelastwifeis…

Phakamani:That'sfunnybecausethe4thwifeis

olderthanSanelisiwe….

Refiloe:Mhmm,sheseemslikeagoodpersonand

it'slikeyoutwogetalong.

Phakamani:Sheisagoodpersonandyesweare

good,Iknowthatherandmymomwillloveyou

unconditionally,thesamewayIdo…

Shesmilesandcontinuespickingupthings

silently….



NHLONIPHO

Workwastiringandverylong,todaywashissecond

dayanditkeepsongettingheavymakinghim

wonderhowishisfatherabletokeepeverything

goingwellwhileonebusinessisthisstressful.

Buthehasalwayslovedandenjoyedchallengesso

he'slookingforwardtothisnewrole,toexcelinit

andwhoknows,hemightbeapermanentCEO

there.

There'saknockathisdoorthatstopshimfrom

pouringthewhiskeyinhisglass.Heopensthedoor

andquicklyshutsitwhenheseesLumka.

Lumka:Nhloniphopleaseopenweneedtotalk!

Nhlonipho:I'vegotnothingtosaytoyouLumka



leave!

Lumka:There'ssomethingIwanttosaythenI'llgo.

Heopensthedoorandlooksather,heneedsto

dealwiththesecurityofthisbuilding.Howdidthey

letherinafterwhatshedidtohim?Whopaidher

bail?

Nhlonipho:Yes?

Lumka:Idon'tknowhowyouaregoingtotakethis

but…

Nhlonipho:Saywhatyougottosayandleave

beforeIcallsecurityonyou!

Lumka:I'mpregnant!

Nhlonipho:Congratulations….

Heattemptstoclosethedoorbutshestopshim.



Lumka:Youarethefather.

Tobecontinued….

[06/11,16:50] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER42

NHLONIPHO

Theliverofthisgirlneh?Likeseriously,afterfinding

herwithamanintheapartmentthathepaidfor,her

hittinghimwithapanatthebackofhisheadand

robbinghimofhispersonalbelongings,shestill

thinksthatit'sokayforhertocomeandliethis

much?

Whatgivessomeonesomuchaudacity?Tothink

thathethoughtheknewher!Helooksather,after

God,fearwomen!



Nhlonipho:Lumka,thisisreallynotagoodtime,I

amverytiredandnotinthemoodforthis.Please

leave.

Lumka:Iknowitwillbehardforyoutobelieveme

butIamserious.It'syourbaby,wecanevendoa

paternitytesttoproveit.Meandthatguyalways

usedprotectionbecauseasmuchasIwas

betrayingyou,Icaredaboutyourhealthandwell-

being.

Nhlonipho:Isthatsupposedtomakemefeelbetter

thatyouprotectedme?Lumka,youcheatedonme

afterdoingeverythingforyou!

Igotintosomuchtroublewithmyfamilybecause

allIwantedforyouwashappiness.

Lumka:Canweatleasthavethisconversation

seateddown?



Nhlonipho:No,Idon'twantto.Leavemyhouseand

don'teversetyourfoothereagain.

Lumka:Nhlonipho,Ihavenoelsetogoto!

Nhlonipho:Idon'tcare;callyourboyfriend!

Heshutsthedoorrightatherfaceandbrusheshis

foreheadashisheadstartspounding.Thewhiskey,

hegulpsitdownhisthroatstraightfromthebottle.

Hisphonerings,it'sMaziya.Heexhalesbefore

answeringthecall.

Nhlonipho:Baba…

Mazwakhe:Maziya,kuhambakahle?(Son,is

everythinggoingwell?)

Nhlonipho:Businesswise,Iamgettingthehangof

things…

Mazwakhe:Whatisthematter?



Hetriedtocontainitinhisvoicebutclearlynothard

enoughbecauseherehisfatherisaskingquestions.

Lasttimehegotintroubleforlying,once

bitten,twiceshy.

Nhlonipho:Lumkawashere…

Mazwakhekeepsquietandthat'sanindicationfor

himtocontinuetellinghisstory.

Lumka:ShesayssheispregnantandIamthe

father.

Mazwakhe:Wenauthini?(Whatdoyousay?)

Nhlonipho:Idon'tbelieveherbaba,Ithinkthisis

oneofherplanstocomebackinmylife.Evenifshe

ispregnant,Idon'tthinkthat'smybaby.

Mazwakhe:Andifit'syours?



Nowit'sNhlonipho'sturntokeepquiet,hedidn't

thinkitthatfarorthepossibilitiesofherstorybeing

true.

Mazwakhe:Iunderstandwhatyouarefeelingbut

theSibekpmenarenotdeadbeats.Findoutthe

truthanddotherightthing.Hermothercanbe

trashyallshewantsbutthatdoesn'tpermityouto

turnyourbackagainstyourblood,ifreallyisyour

blood.

Nhlonipho:(sighs)HowdoIgoonaboutit?

Mazwakhe:ThereisadoctorIusedtoconductthe

paternitytestforSanelewhenNonhlanhlawas

pregnanttobesurebecauseIalsofeltlikeshewas

trappingmewithababy.I'llforwardyouhiscontact

andmakethatappointmentasap.

Nhlonipho:Thankyoufather…

Mazwakhe:Whereisshe?



Nhlonipho:Idon'tknow,Ichasedherout.

Mazwakhe:Lookforherbecauseifanythingwere

tohappentoheryouwouldn'tbeabletoforgive

yourself.Idon'tsayputherinyourbed.

Nhlonipho:Ngiyakuzwababa…

Mazwakhe:It'shightimeyoumakedecisionslikea

man,don'tdisappointme.

HeendsthecallandNhlonipholooksforhiskeys

andstepsoutsidethebuildinglookingforher.

Luckilyhespotshernotsofarpullingherbags

downtheroadandhootsathertostop.Thewindow

ofhiscarrollsdownwhenhegetstoher.

Nhlonipho:Comeinside…

Hewaitsforhertofinishloadingherbagsand

startsthecar.



Lumka:Wherearewegoing?

Nhlonipho:Tothehouse.

Lumka:Ithoughtyoudidn'twantmethere.

Nhlonipho:Idon'tbutIhavenochoice.I'mnot

goingtospendmymoneybookinghotelswhile

there'sasparebedroominthere.

Hehelpswithherbagsthistimebacktothe

apartmentandtellshertotakethemintheother

bedroom.

Lumka:I'lltakeabathandthenwe'lltalk.

Nhlonipho:There'snothingIwanttotalkaboutwith

you.There'sfoodifyouarehungry,thenext

conversationwearegoingtohavewillbeme

confirmingthedoctor'sappointmentwithyou.

Lumka:Okay,thankyouagainfortheroofovermy

head.



Nhloniphodoesn'tsayanythingandwatcheshergo

totheotherbedroom.Heremovesthekeysfromall

thedoorsincaseshedecidestoloothimagain

whilesleeping.Isheevengoingtosleeptonight?

THABISILE

ShewalksintoMbali'sbedroomandopensthedoor.

Mbaliissleepingandhasherfaceburiedintothe

pillow,astrangewaytosleepshehasneverseen

herdoing.

Thabisile:AiboweMbali,usalelenamanje?(Are

youstillsleeping?)

SheisshakingherupasshesaysthisandMbali

groanscomplaining.

Thabisile:Eiawuvukewena,vuka!(Canyouwake



up?)

Mbali:Kancanenjema,(justalittlebitMah)

Thabisile:No,ifyoudon'twakeupwillingly,I'llgo

getabucketofcoldwater.

Mbali:Okay,sengivukileke.(I'mupnow)

Shesitsupyawningandstretchingherarms,

Thabisilelooksatherredeyesandsighs.She

promisedEbukathatshewon'tfightMbalibut

speaktoherinaharmoniousmanner.

Thabisile:Whatisgoingonwithyou?

Mbali:NothingMa,Iamjustexhausted.

Thabisile:Yourfiancéetoldmeyouarenowdoing

drugs.

ShelooksatherstartledandThabisilehastodo

this,uncomfortableasitis.



Thabisile:Idon'twanttoinvolveyourfatherinthis

becauseweknowhe'sgoingtokillyoubutifyou

don'ttellmewhat'sgoingonIwon'thaveachoice.

Nowtalktome,sincewhenareyoudoingdrugs?

Mbali:I'mnotdoingthemMa,Ebukaisexaggerating.

IonlysmokedoncewithJojo…

Thabisile:Doyouevenknowhowyougothere?He

hadtocarryyououtofthecarMbali,youwere

wastedandout!Nowthatdidn'tlooklikesomeone

whosmokedonce!

Mbali:(playingwithherfingers)Onmywayfrom

droppinghim,Ipassedbythisotherstreetmarket

andboughtajoint.

Lordhelphernotkillthischild!Thehell?

Thabisile:Why?Doyouevenknowtheingredients

ofthatjoint?



Mbali:Ijustneededtoforgetaboutmystressfora

while…

Thabisile:Whatstress?

Mbali:IthinkEbukaisnolongerinvestedinthis

relationshipMa.

Thabisile:Soyouwanttoturnyourselfintoa

Nyaopegirlbecauseofarelationship?Andfrom

whatIsee;thisboylovesyou.

Mbali:(wipinghertears)Youdon'tunderstandMa,a

lothappenedbetweenEbukaandI,ittookalotof

apologizingandbeggingforustobefineagain.I

thoughtIhadlosthimforgoodandIdon'twantto

gothroughthatfeelingagain.Icanfeelthatit's

coming.

Thabisile:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout

butthissoundslikeanobsessiontome.Whatisit

Mbali?

Mbali:I'msorryfordisappointingyou,mama,Iwill



dobetterIpromise.

Thabisile:Doyouperhapsneedtoseea

psychologistsinceyouwon'ttalktome?

Mbali:No,I'llbefine.

Thabisile:(holdingherhand)Nomatterhowdeepor

badthesituationis,pleaseknowthatIhavegotyou.

Wheneveryouareready,pleasetalktome,drugsare

notanoptionbutwilldestroyyou.

Mbali:Thankyoumama….

Thabisilehugsherdaughter,brushingherbackand

shushingher.

KHETHELO

Refiloesurprisedherbyvisitinghercarryinga

Tupperwarewithbakedscones.Khethelomakes

teasothattheycanhavethemwhilesavingsome

forMandisa.



Khethelo:IforeseePhakamanigainingweighthere

ofwhichitwon'tbeabadthingafterall.

Refiloe:Youknowwhattheysay,awaytoaman's

heartisthroughhisstomach.

Khethelo:ThankGodIamnotdatingaman!Imust

saythisisanicesurprise.

Refiloe:(laughing)Luckyyou!WellIdidn'tget

enoughtimetoactuallythankyouforbabysitting

KefieverytimePhakamaniandIhadtogoout.

Khethelo:It'sreallyapleasuresthandwasami,I

meananythingtoseemybrotherhappyandinlove.

Thankyouforrestoringthatpartofhimagain.

Refiloe:He'sagoodguythatmakeslovinghim

easy…

Khethelo:Pleaseletmeknowintimeaboutyour

weddingsoIcangetmysummerbodyinshape!

Refiloe:Youandyourbrother,marriageisonthetip

ofyourtongueneh?



Khethelo:It’sbeenlongsincewehadawedding,I

meanaproperwedding.ThelasttimeIenjoyeda

weddingwaswhenDadwasmarryingSane.Iam

yettoseeandexperienceatraditionalwedding

beatingthatone.

Refiloe:Itwasgoodneh?

Khethelo:Goodisanunderstatement,itwasperfect.

Fromthedecortotheiroutfitstofood,ifyouneed

style,Saneisyourgotoperson.

Refiloe:Iagree,Isawheryesterday.

Khethelo:Youmetheralready?

Refiloe:Yes,PhakamaniandIwerepickingupafew

thingsatCheckerswhenwebumpedintoherand

heintroducedme.She'salovelylady,verybeautiful

aswell.

Khethelo:Sheis,I'mgladyoumether,she'smy

bestie.

Refiloetakesasipofherteaandsteersitwiththe



teaspoon.

Khethelo:What'sonyourmind?

Refiloe:Argh,nothing.Justthatsillythoughtonmy

mind.

Khethelo:Doyoumindsharingit?

Refiloe:YoumaythinkI'motherwisesolet'sforget

aboutit.

Khethelo:Nowyouaremakingmecurious…

Refiloeputsdownhercupandleansforward.

Refiloe:IobservedhowPhakamaniwasaroundher,

Idon'tknowhowtosaythisbuthisreaction

completelychangedwhenhesawher.Hebecame

vibeyandtheywereteasingeachother.

Khethelo:Theyhavebeenlikethatforalongtime

andSanelisiweisgenuinelyakindperson.



Refiloe:Idon'tknow,thatfeltlikethere'san

underlyingsparkbetweenthem.

Khethelo:Fifi;Idon'tknowwhatyourpasthasbeen

likeoryourfearsbutPhakamaniismybrother.He

wouldneverbetraydadlikethat.Domeafavor,

discardthosethoughtsbeforetheyturninto

somethingyoucannotcontrol.

KHATHU

Heisdoinghisroundsatthehospitalthathe

alwaysusesforpracticewhenheishome.

Preparationsforhisownpracticeareunderwayand

hecannotwaittogetawayfromthegovernment

hospitalandtheirshortageofstaff.

HispatientTonywhosustainedinjuriesfrom

bulletsisrecoveringwell.Hehastogiveafeedback

toTony’sdoctorthatKhathutookoverfrom.



Tony:Doctor,amIevergoingtowalkagain?Please

behonestwithme.

Khathu:Youwillwalk,likeIsaidlast,youneedtobe

patient.Youarebeingdischargedinthenextfew

daysandyourphysiowillstart.Havefaithokay?

Tony:(sighs)Beingheredoesn'tdomeanygood.

Khathu:DoyouprayorbelieveinGod?

Tony:No,andI'mnotinterested.

Khathu:Okay,getbetterandstopsmokingorelse

I'llbanyourvisitorsthatbringyoucigarettes.Ibet

youdon'twantthat.

Hecollectshisfileandleavesthewardbacktohis

office.Thefilenearlydropsonthefloorwhenhe

seesaladydressedinallblacksittingonhischair,

herstilettoblackabovethekneeheelplacedontop

ofhisdesk.

Herblacklipstick,blackblazerrevealinghersmall

boobsandeyelinermakesherlooklikeabaddie,a



psychopathkindofbaddie.Hecloseshisfile

lookingather.

Khathu:Whoareyou?

Her:MynameisMandisa…

Khathu:Mandisafromwhere?

Mandisa:Whydon'tyouhaveaseatdocsothatyou

andIcanhaveachat?

Shesaysandsmirks,makingherselfmore

comfortableonhischair.

Tobecontinued…..

(I'llsharethelinktovoteforoursponsorbefore

chapter43.Pleaseshowyoursupport ,it'svery

needed)
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CHAPTER43

MANDISA

ThisKhathuguypullsachairandsitsoppositeher,

notmovinghiseyesfromher.Shedidherresearch

onhim,besidesbeinghandsomeofwhichisthe

visibletoeveryone,niggahiseducatedasfuck!!

Buthecan'treallydisappointbecauseeventhough

hisparentsareleadersoftheministry,theyhold

reputabletitlesinthecommunityanddonotrelyon

theofferingforaliving.SoKhathuhadnochoice

reallybuttofollowthosefootstepsandexcel.

Khathu:Iamlistening.

Mandisa:Good,thenwecanstarttalking.

Sheremovesherlegfromthetableandsitsstraight.



ShegothisnumberfromKhethelo'sphone.

KhethelosavedhimwithhisfullnameandSurname,

whichmadeiteasyforhertogethim.

Khathu:Howdidyougetinhereandwhatdoyou

want?

Mandisa:HowIgotinisnotimportant.WhatdoI

want?Mhmm,let'ssee:howaboutyouleave

people'sgirlfriendsalone?

Khathu:Huh?

Mandisa:Don'tactdumb,youknowwhoI'mtalking

aboutorthere'salistyoucan'tevenremember?

Hekeepsquiet,thinkingdeepandthenpopshis

eyesout.It'sapityshedespisesmenwithpassion

butthistrashishot.

Khathu:Khethelo?

Mandisa:Theoneandonly…



Helaughs,likeseriouslylaughing,Clappinghis

hands.

Khathu:Nofreakingways!

Mandisa:Yesway!KhetheloandIareina

relationship,abouttohaveababyandgetmarried.

Ithasbeenbroughttomyattentionthatyouhave

aninterestinher,hencemydecisiontocomesee

you.

Khathu:AmItheonlyguywhofindsherattractive?

Mandisa:Ofcoursenot,buttheotherguysgeta

messageearlyandstayaway.Youontheother

hand,youevensendgiftstowhereshestays.The

disrespect!

Hefoldshishandsandsmiles,what'sfunny?

Khathu:Areyouonmedication?Ifnot,canIwritea



prescriptionforyou?

Sheshiftsuncomfortably,howdarehepsycho

analyseher?

Mandisa:Listenherecheeseboy,Idon'tknowwhat

yourparentspreachbutthisisnotaministryor

Cuba.Stayawayfrommygirlfriend,orelse….

Khathu:Orelsewhat?

Mandisa:Youdon'twanttofindout.

Khathu:Youdon'tscaremeMandisa…

Mandisa:That'ssad,youshould…

Khathu:Letmegiveyouapieceofadvice,continue

withthisbehaviorandseeyourselflockedupina

psychiatricward.

Khethelowillvisityoufortwoweeksandrealises

she'swastinghertimeandhasnootherchoicebut

tosettlewithme.Youaregoingtowatchour



weddingstreamliveonYouTubeandnews

channels.

MandisapushesthemabruptlyandKhathudoes

thesame,theybothhaveastarecompetition.She

smileswithasoftchuckle.

Mandisa:Youmessedupwiththewrongwoman.

Khathu:Bringiton..

Mandisagrabsherhandbagandwalksoutofthe

doorbangingitbehindher.

PHAKAMANI

HeisdrivinginwithNosiphoandtheygetoutof

theircarschattingloudashecomplimentsheron

hernewcar.



Phakamani:Iwonderwho'sfatheryouleftbankrupt

becauseIknowyou,mysister,areveryallergicto

spendingyourownmoney.

Nosipholaughsoutloudlytryingtodistracthim

fromhisquestion.

Nosipho:Phakamanithough,youweretherewhen

yourbrothertookhiscarback.Ihadtomakeaway.

Phakamani:Ngamablesser,I'msogoingtotell

Maziyashame.

Nosipho:Sincewhenareyouasnitch?

Phakamani:SoI'mright?Nosiphoyazinizofa

nibancane?(youaregoingtodieyoung)

Nosipho:Stopbeingdramatic,let'sgoin.

TheyfolloweachotherandPhakamanigreets

Magwalawhoisknitting.There'sanexchangeof



looksbetweenNosiphoandMagwalathat

Phakamanipicksup.Somethingisoff,eventhe

energyhereisdifferentandmakeshimfeelso

uncomfortable.

Phakamani:What'sgoingonbetweenyouand

Mamncane?

Nosipho:Nothingyoushouldstressyourselfabout.

Phakamani:Ihopeyouarenotgivinghera

headacheNosipho.

Nosipho:It'stheotherwayaroundactually.

Phakamani:Whatdoyoumean?

Nosipho:Okayyouareright,adzadzyboughtme

thiscar.ThatnightIwasathisplacecelebrating

thepurchaseofthecar.ItwassolitP,youknow

how…

Phakamani:Yeahyeah,skiptheTMIplease…

Nosipho:(laughing)Okayfine,yourmothercalled

mesayingsheneedsmetogivehercontactsofa

goodPI.Iaskedwhatitwasforandshesaidnone



ofmybusiness.

Aiokaycool,whenIgotback,Ifoundherwithafile

containingpicturesofmyman.WhenIaskedher

whatshewasdoingwithmyboyfriend's

information?Shelostitandscreamedatmesaying

Ishouldendthingswithhimbecauseheisarapist

andallthat.

ThenextthingMarioisnowheretobeseen,has

disappeared.Ithinkshehadsomethingtodowith

it,Icanfeelitandnowthistensioniscausedbyher

inabilitytotellmethetruth.

Phakamani:Okay,ButIdon'tseeyourmother

harminganoldmanifheisthatoldasyousay.

Maybehesmashedandpassed.

Nosipho:NoPhakamani,Mariohadafuturefor

us,wantedtoretireandsettledownwithme.Iwas



readytobeMrsAbrams.

ThatgetsPhakamani'sattention,hecouldbe

wrongbecausethere'ssomanyAbramsoutthere

butwhyishisheartbeatingsofast?

Phakamani:Doyouhaveapictureofhim?

Nosipho:Why?Youwanttoscarehimtoo?

Phakamani:No,butfindoutwhathappenedtohim

foryou.Don'tyouwanttoknow?

Nosipho:Youwoulddothatforme?

Phakamani:Anythingforyou…

Nosiphoscreamsexcitedlyandforwardshimthe

pictureofthemsleeping,moreliketheman

sleeping.



Nosipho:Hedoesn'ttakemanypictures,Istolethis

onewhenIwokeupinthemorning.Theonlypicture

Ihave,there'snootheravailableontheinternet.

Strange,Phakamanibreathe.Heforcesasmileout.

Phakamani:I'llhavealook.

Nosipho:Yeswenabhutiwamioyisotsha!Now,tell

meaboutyourgirlfriend,shouldIhateorloveher?

Phakamanilaughs,thischild!

Phakamani:Whywouldyouhateher?

Nosipho:(shrugginghershoulders)Justforcontrol,

youknowit'sasister'sdutytohateherbrother's

girlfriendfornoreason.

Phakamani:Well,thisoneyouwon'thaveachoice

buttoloveher,sheisasweetheart.



Nosipho:Wait,letmegetussomesnacksfromthe

kitchenthenyoucanfillmeup.

NosipholeavesthebedroomandPhakamani

quicklygrabsNosipho'sphoneandforwards

Mario'snumberstohim.Hesendsthepictureand

NumberstohisCIfriendbackintheUKandtypesa

message.

Phakamani:(typing)PleaserunaDNAmatchof

thatmanwithmine,findhiswhereaboutsandsend

meresultsimmediately!

LUMKA

Theyarebackfromthedoctorandhesaidthe

resultsaregoingtocomebackafter3days.

Nhloniphoisworkingfromhome,sheknowsthatit

ishiswayofkeepinganeyeonher.



Sheregretswhatshedidsomuch,thestolen

momentsbetweenherandthemalebestiegother

carriedawayandnowtheconsequencesareheavy.

Nhloniphoisthefather,thatsheissureofbecause

accordingtothecalculations,sheis3months

pregnantwhereasshestartedmessingaroundwith

thatguyforaboutamonthusingcondomsandgot

caught.

Atfirst,shedidn'tloveNhlonipho,toherhewasthat

guywholovedtoomuchandwasoverlyromantic.

Butafteranalyzingeverything,andhoweveryone

turnedherbackonher,sherealisedthatshe

messedupagoldopportunityoutofnonsense.

Sheknowsthattherelationshipisoutofthecards

betweenthembuthopesthathewillbetherefor

theirchildatleast.



Lumka:Ipreparedsomelunchforyou.

Nhlonipho:ThanksbutI'mfull.

Lumka:NhloniphoIdidn'tpoisonyou.

Nhlonipho:Ididn'tsaythat…

Lumka:Whenarewegoingtotalkaboutwhatis

happeningbetweenus?Youaregoingtoshutme

outuntilwhen?

Nhlonipho:I'mnotinthemood,Lumka,let'swaitfor

theresults.Untilthen,Ihavenothingtosaytoyou.

Lumka:Okay…

Shesayswithahugelumponherthroat,shecan't

blamehim,shemadethisbed.Evennowheistoo

kind.

EBUKA

Jojowalksinwithhishandsfoldedonhischest



andwatchesasheispackinghisclothes.

Jojo:Whereareyougoing?

Ebuka:Farawayfromyouandyourboss.

Jojo:Becauseofamereunderstanding?Youleta

womancomebeforeyouandyourbrother?

Ebuka:Don'teventhinkofpinningthisonMbali,it

hasnothingtodowithherandyouknowit.I've

alwaystoldTonythatIwillcreatemyownwealth

andthetimeisnow.Thepitchwentwell,Iam

gettingthefundingformybusinesssoIneedto

fullyfocusonmybusinessratherthanworrying

aboutyousneakingonmywoman.

Jojo:Ihopeyoudon'tregretthis,bloodisthicker

thanwater.

Ebuka:EvenifIdoregretit,Iwon'tcomebackhere.

Hezipsthelastbagandputsitdown.Heisproud

ofthedecisionheistaking,andknowsthatheis

doingtherightthing.Hegota1bedroom,kitchen,



bathroombackroomplacetorentclosertowhere

hisbusinessandhismentorsarelocatedat.

Atleastheisgoingtosavethemoneyfortransport

andaddittohissavingsbecausethedistanceis

actuallyawalkableone.Only2monthsof

working,hewillbeabletoaffordagoodplacebut

hisdreamistofocusongrowinghisbusiness

,marryMbaliandbuyamansion.

THABISILE

Sheliftsherheadandchecksherwristwatchfor

thetime,damnit'slate!Thecircuitzoommeeting

tooklongerthansheanticipated.

Lookingattheparkinglot,onlyhercarisremaining,

everyonehasleft.Shegathersherthingsaround

andwalksout,it'salreadydarkoutsidewhenshe

lockstheteacher'sofficemaindoorandheads



towardshercar.

Somethingtellshertostop,shedoes,turnsaround

tolookback,nothing.Sheproceedsandopensthe

carloadinghercupboardwithbooksinside.

Justassheclosesthedoor,herentirenightmare

standsbeforeher.

Mario:Please,donotfreakout,I'mnotheretoharm

you!

Tobecontinued.
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THABISILE

Shemanagestofindbalancewithhercarand



catchesherbreathing,herthroathasbecomedry

anditseemslikethevoiceisgoneaswell.That

scent,hestillsmellsthesame,flashbacksofhim

suffocatingherwithitcomesback,hercriesand

screamspleadingwithhimtostop.

Mario:Thabi,breatheplease…

Hisvoicesaysnearbybutitsoundssofaraway;

physicallysheispresentbutactuallyfaraway,ina

darkspacethatsheburieddeepatthebackofher

mind.Hecallsheragain,shorteninghername,this

hasbeenthereasonwhyshehatesbeingcalled

Thabi.

Mario:IknowmypresenceisnotwelcomedandI

amsorrytogiveyousuchafright.

Thabisile:WhatdoyouwantJakob?

Shefinallymanagestofindhervoiceandtalk.He

sighslookingaroundandtakingouttheinhaler



fromhispocketspumpingintohismouth.

Mario:IthoughtIwasgoingtostayawayandnever

showmyfacetoyouagain..

Thabisile:Thenwhyareyouhere?

Mario:Iwantedtocomeandseeifyouarealright

andtoactuallywarnyoutobecareful.

Thabisile:Carefulofwhat,you

Mario:NoThabi;Ihavenodesiretohurtyouagain…

Thabisile:Youbeinghereishurtfulenough….

Mario:IwishIcouldchangethepastandrewrite

mywrongsbutunfortunatelysomethingsare

irreversible.Welldoneonourson,youdida

marvellousjobinraisinghim.

Thabisilefeelsherarmpitsitchwithangerandshe

clenchesherjawspressingonherlips,thisman,

howdarehecallPhakamanihisson?



Thabisile:Youhavenoson,heisaSibeko!

Mario:Iknowbutattheendofthedaywearegoing

tobeforcedtofacethereality.Itsmybloodthat

runsinhisveins…

Thabisile:Leave!

Mario:IamsorryI…

Thabisile:Stopsayingthatbecauseyoudonot

meanit!

Mario:Iamdying….

Thabisile:Makeitquickerandrestinpeacein

advance….

Mario:Iwouldlovetoseehim.

Thabisile:Hellwillfreeze,doyouhearme?Overmy

deadbody!NowgobeforeIscream…

Mario:IfIwantedtohurtyouThabiIwouldhavebut

Icameinpeace…

Thabisile:Takeyourpeaceandshoveitwherethe

sundoesn'tshine,Iwishyoucouldtripandfalland

diewhiletryingtoreachforthatinhaler.



Mariostepsbackandexhales,helooksatherone

moretimeandturnhisbackwalkingaway.

Thabisile:Wait….

Hestopsandlooksather….

Thabisile:Yousaidyoucametowarnme;whatdid

youmeanbythat?

Mario:Ohyes,yourhusband’ssecondwifereached

outforme.

Thabisile:Huh?

Mario:Shedid,Ithinkshewantstogetridof

Phakamani.

Thabisile:Why?

Mario:Becausehebelievesthathersondeservesto

betheheirandheadofyourhusband’slegacy.

Thabisileshakesherheadindisbelief,thisisoneof

hisstrategiestogetclosertohersosheforgets

everythingthatheputherthrough,itwon’twork!



Thabisile:Youarelying,yourintentionistocause

divisioninthisfamilysothatyoucangetto

Phakamanieasily.Listen,letmetellyousomething,

yourplanisnotgoingtoworkandIwilladviseyou

tostayawayfrommyfamilybecauseyoumightdie

earlierthanyouexpected.

Mario:Iunderstandandknewthatyouwerenot

goingtobelieveme;here,takethis.

HegivesherawhiteUSBdrive.

Thabisile:Whatisthis?

Mario:Theproofyouneedandallmycontact

detailsincaseyouwanttochataboutit.Havea

greatevening,MrsSibeko.

Shedoesn’trespondbutkeepsontwistingthedrive

onherhandlookingatitandwonderingwhatit

containsinside.



EBUKA

Mbaliisseatedonthebedmovinghereyesaround

theplace,theyaredonewithpackingand

everything,nowitlookslikeahome.

Ébuka:so,whatdoyouthink?

Mbali:NottoobadbutIstillbelievethatyoucould

havegottensomethingwaybetterthanthis

backroom.

Ebuka:Babe,youknowthatwehavetostartfrom

somewhereright?Merentingaposhorfancy

apartmentwasnotgoingtohelpmeinachieving

thedreamofmarryingyousooner.

Mbali:Iknow,aslongasyouarehappyand

comfortablethenit'sallgood,Iamheretosupport

youthroughandthrough.

Ebuka:(smiling)Thatismybaby!Come,givemea

kiss…

Mbalistepscloserandkisseshislipsbutforabrief



momentandpullsbackwipinghermouthafter.

ThathurtsEbuka’sfeelingsbuthechoosesto

ignoreit,todayhedoesn’twantdisagreementsand

fights.

Ebuka;What’swrong?

Mbali:Iamnotfeelingtoowell,thereisthissour

tasteinmymouththatiskindofmakingme

nauseous.

Thissoundslikewithdrawalsymptomsfrom

someonewhohaddrugs,hepraysandhopesthat

shedoesntgobackandaskforthecuretoher

hangover.

Ebuka:youaregoingtobefine,comehere…

HeevolvesMbaliinatighthugandsheexhalesin

hisembrace,layingherheadonhischest.



Mbali:IknowIamthemostdifficultpersontodeal

withattimes,thankyoufornotgivinguponme.I

trulyappreciateandIloveyou.

Ebuka:Ican'tdootherwise,Iloveyoueven

more,Mbali.

NHLONIPHO

HebumpedintoPhakamaniintownandthey

decidedtobuyfoodfromthewomenthatsellatthe

rankandhonestly,assomeonewhousedtolook

downatthem,theirfoodslapsharderthansomeof

therestaurant'sone.

Heisnowfullandknowsthathewon'tbetempted

toeatLumkalateron.Speakingabouther,the

resultsarecomingouttomorrowandhecannot

waitforthetruthtocomeout.

Phakamani:Ifthechildisyours,whatareyougoing



todo?

Nhlonipho:Ihaven'tthoughtaboutitthatfar,Iam

silentlyprayingandhopingthatit'snotmine.

Phakamani:Butyouhavetothinkitthatfar

becauseyouhadunprotectedsexandknewvery

wellofsuchpossibilities.

Nhlonipho:IguessI'llcrossthatbridgewhenIget

there.Butonethingforsure,I'mnotgoingto

neglectmychild.

Phakamani:Good,that'swhatagoodmandoes,

takesfullresponsibilitydespitethesituationat

hand.

Nhlonipho:Andwhataboutyou?I'vebeen

observingyou,todayyouarenotthePhakamaniI

know.Youlookdown.

Phakamanisighsandwashhishandsaskingfora

toothpick.Theytakeawalktooneoftheempty

taxis.



Phakamani:Honestly,mylifeisjustupsidedown.I

aminbetweenarockandhardplace

Nhlonipho:Whatdoyoumean?Youareinanew

relationship,youshouldbehappy.

Phakamani:Iamhappy,reallywheneverI'mwith

RefiloeIfeelthatsenseofbelongingandforget

aboutmyworriesandthatoftheworld.

Nhlonipho:Youarescaringme…

Phakamanilooksupandrubshiseyes,theyarered

instantlywhichisasignthatheisinternallycrying…

Phakamani:IamnotMaziya'sbiologicalson.

AmomentofsilencepassesasNhloniphodigests

thenews.Nowthatconversationheonceheard

betweenhismotherandAuntcomesback,andhow

heaskedhisfatheraboutit.



Nhlonipho:Wow,phew,Ihopedthiswasn'ttrue.

Howdidithappenifyoudon'tmindmeasking?

Phakamani:Turnsoutmommetourfatheralready

pregnant.Shewasrapedbyherformeremployer

andI'mtheproduct…

Nhlonipho:OhPhakamani…

Phakamani:Yeah,itgetsworse.Themonsterhas

beenfoolingwithoursister.

Nhlonipho:Whichone?

Phakamani:Nosipho…

Nhloniphoclickshistongueannoyed.

Nhlonipho:NgobanaboNosiphobathandaizinto!

Whatwasshedoingwithhim?

Phakamani:FromhowI'mlookingatit,shedoesn't

know.

Nhlonipho:Butstill,whatifhe'stargetingherjustto

gettoyourmomordad?



Phakamani:Couldbe…

Nhloniphosighs,calminghimselfdown…

Nhlonipho:So,howdoyoufeelaboutknowingthe

truth?

Phakamani:Likeamess,Ican'tevenbewithmy

momforalongtimenowbecauseIcan'thelpbut

wonderhowshefeelslookingatme,areminderof

herpain.I'macurse,Iprobablydisgustherandshe

justtoleratesme.

Nhlonipho:Nobafanastakethosewordsback,you

arenotacurse,butthebestbigbrotheronecould

everaskfor.

IknowI'vehadmymistakesandmyfirstreactionto

thenewswasdifferentbutIwillneverforgethow

goodyouhavebeentome,allofuseven.Bloodor

not,youaremybrotherandIamgoingtohaveyour

backthesamewayyouhavealwayshadmine



throughtheendoftime.

PhakamanisniffshistearsawayandNhloniphopat

hisbackastheyshareabrotherlyhug.Phakamani

pullsbackwhenhisphonevibrates.

Phakamani:Ihavetogo…

Nhlonipho:Whereto?

Phakamani:Thebastardwas/isaroundmy

mother'sworkplace…

Nhlonipho:ShouldIcomewithyou?

Phakamani:No,Ineedtodothisalone…

MANDISA

SheispreparingsupperasKhetheloistakinga

showerfromworkwhenherphonevibrateswitha

message.MandisachecksifKhetheloisstillinside



thebathroomandpicksupherphonefromthetable.

SheknowsKhethelo'spasswordsosheunlocksit

withoutahasslegoingstraighttothenotificationof

themessage.It'sKhathuaskingifsheisgoingto

accepttheofferkfbeingaspeakerattheyouth

groomingserviceattheirchurch.

Mandisaclickshertongue,deletesthemessage,

blocksKhathuandputsthephoneback.

Khethelo:Ineededthatshower,Iamfeelingso

freshrightnow.

Mandisa:There'snothingagoodwarmshower

cannotfix.Foodwillbealmostready.

Khethelo:Okaybabe,beforeIforget,Iwasinvitedto

beaguestspeakerattheyouthconference.

Mandisa:Ihopeyoudeclined…

Khethelo:Haibowhy?



Mandisa:BecauseKhathuwillbethereKhethelo!

Khethelo:So?ThisisnotaboutKhathubutthe

youth'sfuture…

Mandisa:Allofasuddenyouareinvestedinchurch

andit'sactivitiesbecauseKhathuisback?

Khethelofrownsandlooksathersternly.

Khethelo:Whatareyoutryingtosay?

Mandisa:KhetheloI'mbeinghonestwithyou…

Khethelo:There'snohonestyhere,youarebeing

ridiculousandchildish!SonowIshouldstop

attendingchurchbecauseKhathuwantsme?We

don'tevenknowthat'sthecasebecausehenever

toldme,weareonlymakingassumptions.

Mandisa:(chuckling)Ohwellhewantsyouand

he'sgoingtogetyouovermydeadbody!

Khethelo:Idon'thavetimetolistentothis,I'mgoing

tobed,I'vealreadylostmyappetite…



Shegetsupandwalksaway,halfwaythroughher

phoneringsandsheanswers.

Khethelo:Hell?Khathu?Ohhi,I'mgoodthanks.

Message?Whatmessage?

Mandisabangsthetablewithherfistandremoves

theribbontyingherhairandletsthemloose.She

balancesbothherhandsonthetable,hereyesall

outandlooksdown…

Theverbalwarningdidn'tdoanythingonKhathu,

sheneedstosendastrongonenext….

Tobecontinued.

(Fam,pleasevoteforoursponsor,detailson-the

previouspost )
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CHAPTER45

MBALI

Herfanhasbeenopenedandincreasedtothe

maximumlevelbecauseoftheheatshe'sfeeling.

Herbodyitchesthesameashernoseandthe

headacheismassiveasifherheadwillexplode.

Thisisnotagooddayforherandshe'stheonlyone

attheofficetodaydealingwiththecontractorsand

contractsthatKhetheloleftherwith.

Thethirstkeepsonincreasing,it'snotforwaterbut

forsomethingelsethatshetriesbyallmeansto

avoid.It'sinsideherbag,shecouldn'thelpbutbuyit

onherwaytoworkthismorning.



Shethrowsthe5th400mlbottleofwatertothebin

andgetsofffromherchair,lettingafewbuttonsof

hershirtloosesothatshecangetsomeair.

Unabletoholditanylonger,shegrabsherhandbag

andheadstothefemalerestroomsandlocks

herselfinoneofthem.Herhandsareshakingas

shetakesoutthesyringefromherbag.

Mbali:No,No,Mbaliyoucan'tcontinuelikethisgirl.

Youarestrongerthanthat.

That'shertryingtoconvinceherselfotherwiseas

shepacesandpantinthesmallspacebetweenthe

toiletseat,mirrorandbasin.

Shelooksherselfinthemirror,deepandscratches

herheadmessingwithherhairstyleandeventually,

emptiesthedrugsonthedraincryingaswater



flushesitdownthedrain…

"Mbali,areyouinthere"

Nosipho'svoicecallsfromoutsidethedoorandshe

ignoresittryingtokeepquietbutshebangsthe

doorevenlouder.

Nosipho:Mbali;Iknowyouareinthere,openthe

door,youcan'tignoremeforever.

Eversincetheirlastconfrontation,theydidn'ttalk

normeetagain.Theirfatherdelegatedthedutiesto

themthroughaWhatsAppgroupandemailsand

thatwasit.

Nosipho:Mbali!!



Mbalisnapsfromherthoughtsandwashherhands.

Mbali:I'mcoming!

Shefixesherhairandclothesbyapplyingpowder

onherfacebeforesteppingoutthedoor.

Nosipho:Whattookyousolongtoopenthedoor?

Mbali:Iwasstillrelievingmyself.Whatareyou

doinghere?

ShesitsonthechairandNosiphoontheopposite

hers.

Nosipho:Reportingtowork,yourfathersentmea

messageaskinghoweverythingisandIhatedlying

thatallisgoodwhileIhaven'tbeenhere.

Mbali:Okay,thereisyourdeskbythecornersoyou



canpackyourthingsthere.

Nosipho:Areyoualright?

No,she'snot,farfromit,shenods.

Mbali:Yes,I'mfine.

Nosipho:Mbali,Iknowthingsareshakybetweenus

andIdon'tlikethat.Canwefixthings?

Mbali:Yeah,Iwouldlikethat…

Nosipho:I'msorryImadeyouuncomfortableand

oversteppedsomeboundariesbutyouaremysister,

eventhoughyouannoymeattimeswithyourbrat

tendencies.Ihavecontrolandwon'tallowmy

whorenessinterferewiththat.

Mbalifindsherselfsmilinginvoluntarily,sucha

characterNosiphois.



Mbali:Iknow,itwaswrongofmetoeventhinkthat

way.I'msorry.

Nosipho:It'sokay,butwhatreallytriggeredit

becauseIknowyouarespoiledandallthatbut,you

arenotarudeperson.Whatiswrong?Evennow,

there'snoamountofmakeupormascarayoucan

applythatcanhidethatyouwerecrying.

Mbaliblinksandlooksdownplayingwithher

fingers,sheaccidentallybitehertongueasshe

attemptstorespondandthattriggershertearseven

more.Unabletoholditin,shebreaksdownintoa

loudsob,Nosiphoquicklycomestoherside.

Nosipho:Mbali…I'msosorrynana.It'sokay,cryitall

out,I'mhere.

Mbali:(crying)IamahorriblepersonandIdon't

deservealltheloveandaffectionI'vebeenreceiving.

Nosipho:There'snoonewithoutmistakes,you

don'thavetocondemnyourselfMbali.



Mbali:IamamurdererNosipho,IkilledEbuka's

babywithouthisconsent.Ididitwithoutthinking

twicebecauseIwantedtoconvincemyparentsI

wasstillagoodgirl.

Imeanwhatkindofapersonthatpromisesamana

futurethensnatchesitfromhimwithinablinkofan

eye?EverytimeIseeapregnantwomanIgeta

reminderthatIwouldbeduebynowifIdidn'tabort.

Iamparanoid,Iquestionandsecondguess

everythingEbukadoesbecausedeepdownI'm

scared.Isawhowthisbrokehimandapartofme

doesn'tbelievehehasforgottenandforgivenme

easilylikethat.Ifeellikeheisplanningrevengeand

isgoingtostrikewhenIleastexpecthimto.

I'mscaredoflosinghimhenceIwantustoget

marriedsobadlysothatIcanknowforsurehe's

notgoinganywhere.



Nosiphowipeshertearsandhelpsheruptositona

couchthatisatthecorneroftheoffice.

Nosipho:Listentome,andlistenrealgood.What

youjustsaidisashockertomebutthenI'mnot

goingtocaststonesatyoubecauseI'vedone

thingsthatifsomeoneweretolearnaboutthem

couldfaint.

Idon'tcondonelyingtoeveryoneaboutthe

situationbutIthinkyoudidwhatyouhadtointhat

situation.Imeanyoupanickedanddidwhatyou

thoughtwasright,withafatherlikeours,IknowI

wouldtoo.Luckilyforme,momhookedmeupwith

familyplanningandcontraceptivesearlybecause

shesawhowfastmylaneiswhenitcomestothe

othergender.

Youneedtoforgiveyourselfandseekhelptodeal



withthisbecausedespiteallthereasonsandall,

youhavetogrieveandletgo.Youneedtotell

Mamkhuluaboutthissothattheycanperforma

cleansingceremonyforyou.

Thingsarenotgoingtogowellifyoudon'tdoit,I've

heardthatyouhavetonamethechildinsuch

scenariosandaskforforgiveness.Mbali;our

parentsarestrictbutnotmonsters.Dadis

softeningupnowathisoldage,he'sgoingtobe

angryanddisappointedbuthewon'tbite.

AsforEbuka,sisthatmanlovesyou.Icansafely

saythatwhateveryoufeelorseeit'sbecauseof

guiltandparanoia.Sitdownwithhimand

communicatewithhimaboutyourfears,seekhelp

togethersothatwhenyouenterthephaseof

marriage,youenterwithnobaggage.

Mbalismilesthroughthetears,isthisreally

Nosipho?Noway!



Mbali:Sincewhendidyoubecomesowise?

Nosipho:(rollinghereyes)I'vealwaysbeen..

Mbali:Nolikeforreal,Iwasreadyforyoutocast

stonesatme..

Nosipho:WhereasIamlivinginaglasshouse?

Mbali:(sighs)There'sonemorething…

Nosipho:What?

Mbali:I'vebeenusing,tocopewitheverything.

Nosipho:Mbali!

Mbali:Iknow,Iwanttostop.Theurgetocontinueis

highandcrazy.Whenyouknockedthere,Iwas

abouttoinjectmyself.

Nosipho:That'sit!Usungenhlakewena!

Nosiphoquicklygetsupfromthecouch,goestothe

deskandtakesboththeirhandbagsandphones.



Mbali:Andthen?,

Nosipho:I'mtakingyoutothehospitalbeforeyou

becomeanyaope!

Mbali:Youareexaggerating…

Nosipho:I'mgoingtocallMamkhulunowandtell

her…

Mbali:Fine,butyouarenotgoingtohaveme

admittedNosiphoI'llhateyou!

Nosipho:That'sforthedoctortodecide,let'sgo!

THABISILE

Shedidn'tgotowork,bathe,ateordidanything.Her

strengthtodosuchisatzeroasseeingthat

monsterbroughteverythingshethoughtwasburied.

Theeventsofthepastandlastnightkeepon

replayinginhermind.Herphonehasbeenringing

nonstop,PhakamaniandMazwakhecallingand



shehasnostrengthinpickingup.

Whatisshegoingtosay?Tellingthemthathesaw

himwillleadtheminakillingspree.Notthatheis

protectingMariobuthedoesn'twantthemtohave

hisbloodontheirhands.

Anotherthingthatfinishedheroffwasthevoice

recordingofaconversationbetweenNokubonga

andLucas.Howcanshebethisperson?Shewas

thefirstpersonsheventedintoaboutherpainsince

shedealswithsuchcaseseveryday.

SheneverthoughtthatonedayNokubongawas

goingtouseherpainasaweapontoattackher.If

it'smoneythatshewantssomuchshecouldhave

saidsoratherthandiggingupamanthatbrought

hersomuchmisery.Phakamaniisherson.Maybe

thebestwaytosolvethisis,signingoffallher

shares,moneytohimifneedbesincebothher

daughtersareobviouslygoingtoclaimitfromtheir



father.

HerbedroomdoorfliesopenandPhakamaniwalks

in.Hethrowshimselfintoherbedandhugsher.

There'snoneedtosayanything,theirheartsare

communicating.

Phakamani:I'msosorryIwasn'ttheretoprotect

you.Didhehurtyou?

Hisvoiceisfullofrage,painandeyesarered.

Thabisile:Nobaba,hedidn't.Althoughhispresence

broughtmesomuchpain,anxietyandall.Iamback

intothatdarkspaceagainandithurtssomuch.

Phakamani:Idon'tknowwhatyoufeltorfeltwhen

yousawhimbutIcanimagineitwasn'teasytosee

himagain.Itmakesmewonderwhatitisliketosee

meeverydayand…



Thabisile:Phakamani,No!Donoteventhinkaboutit.

Lookatme,youarethebestthingthathasever

happenedtome.Idon'twantyoutothinkthatIhate

youbecauseofwhathappenedforyoutobe

conceived.

WhenIdiscoveredIwaspregnant,itwasstillearly

daysformetoterminatebutIchosetokeepyou

becauseIwantedtoloveyouandraiseyoutobea

betterman.I'msorryifIactedinawayopposite

thatbutyouareforevermybaby.Inamedyou

PhakamanibecauseIwantedtostandupagainst

theforcesthatwerestandinginmywayatthattime.

Thetruemeaningof‘Phakamani’cannotbe

describedwithjustafewwords.Yournameisyour

destiny,heart’sdesire,andpersonality.Phakamani

isanamethatconveysahighlychargedpersonality

thatattractspowerfulideas.Youarediplomatic,

gentle,intuitive,cooperative,andmightevenbea

psychic.Agiftedstoryteller,youmesmerizeothers



whenyouelaborateonthetruth.Youmightnotbe

awareofyourpowerfulpresencetoothers.

Yourheart’sdesireistoenjoyagoodlifeandhavea

goodtime.Yourfeelingofhappinessand

enjoymentoflifemakesyoufamousandlikedby

many.Perhapsthisisthereasonwhyyouarea

naturalflirt.Youareanentertainerandthriveon

expressingyourfeelingsoropinionstoothers.

Thereisagoodmentalandemotionalbalancein

yourpersonality.

P-isforpassion,yourfire.

H-isforhandy,thehelpfulyou.

A-isforaccord,theharmonyyouspread.

K-isforkid,thechildwithin.

A-isforabsolute,foryouknowyourmind.

M-isformild,yourmildandgentleway.

A-isforadmirable,youcertainlyare!



N-isfornatural,thegenuinesideofyou.

I-isforinterest,youshowinothers.

Phakamani:(tearsstreamingdownhisface)Wow,I

neverknewthemeaningbehindmyname.Youare

strongandaqueenMama,Iwillforevertreasure

you.

Theycryineachother'sarmsforthelongesttime

ever.Aftercoolingdown,Phakamaniasksherto

returnhisfather'scallbecauseMaziyaisaboutto

leaveJoburgandcomebackhome.No,shecan'tlet

himcomehomebeforesigningthatdeal.

Thabisile:I'llcallhim,Ipromise.

Phakamani:Okay,Ineedtotakeawalkandclear

someair.I'llbeback.

Thabisile:Okaybaba,youwillfindmeawake.



PHAKAMANI

Heleaveshismother'sbedroomandstraighttothe

caranddrivesawaytowherehehidMarioat.He

kidnappedhimyesterdayandshoteveryonethat

wasaccompanyinghimandhidhimthere.

HeleftandwenttoRefiloebecausehedidn'thave

thestrengthtolookathismotherandhewasvery

angry.It'shisfather'scallthatforcedhimtocome

homeandcheckhowhismotherwasdoing.

Heisgladthathecameandspoketoherbecause

nowheunderstandshowhismotherfeelsorfelt

becauseofthisspermdonorcalledhisfather.

It'stimetoputthischapterbehindhim,forgood!

Hisphoneringsjustasheentersthehideousplace.



Phakamani:Refiloe,nowisnotagoodtime.

Refiloe:Phakamani,Pleasehearmeout.Don'tdo

whatyouareabouttodo.Youarenotamurderer.

Phakamani:Refiloe,Iaskedyounottogetinvolved

inthis!

Refiloe:Ican'thelpitPhakamani,Youaremy

boyfriendandhowisitgoingtolooklikeifIallow

youtokillyourfather?

Phakamani:Father?Didyoucallhimmyfather?

Refiloe:YesPhakamani,he'syourfatherwhether

youlikeitornot.Thisisgoingtohauntyouforever.

Don'tdoit…

Phakamanidropsthecallandswitcheshisphone

whilewalkinginsidelookingforakey.Heopensthe

doorandfindshimonthefloor,hefellfromthe

chairthathetiedhiminto.

Hehelpshimupstraightandheisrunningshortof

breath.PhakamaniswitchesonMario'sburner



phoneandLucascallsimmediately.

Phakamani:Aha,yourbrother!Doyouhaveanylast

words?

Mario:I'msorry…

Phakamani:Idon'twanttohearthat!Idon't!

Mario:Please…

Phakamanidrawsouthispistolfromhisbackand

wavesitintheairshakinghishead.

Phakamani:"please",I'msuremymother

repeatedlysaidthosewordstoyou,beggingyouto

stopbutyoudidn't.Why?

Mario:IwasenjoyingthepowerIhadoverher,and

backthenitwasathingforusinpowertoseethe

otherraceasobjectstodowhateverwewantedto

them.Mysituationwasnodifferent,shewasyoung,



beautifulandblack.Idesiredher,wantedhertobe

mine.Herresilienceandhowhotheadedshewas

turnedmeon…

Phakamanidoesn'twaitforanotherword,hefires4

timesathimwithoutblinkingandhefallsoffthe

chairwithbloodgushingout.

Phakamani:Seeyouinhellsonofab*tch!!

Mario'sphoneringsinhishands,it'sLucas.He

answersandsaysnothing,onlytheirheavy

breathingcanbeheardfrombothsides.

Lucas:Youkilledhim?

Phakamani:Yes,sendmeyouraddresssoIcan

deliverhisbody!

Tobecontinued…
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PHAKAMANI

Ithasbeen30withhimsittingonachairwatching

Mario’sboylyinginapoolofbloodandjuststaring

atit.Hehaszeroregretsorfeelsbadaboutit,given

achancehewoulddoitagain.Infact,hefeelslike

hediedtooeasilyandtoosoon,ifitwaspossible,

hewouldwakehimupandtorturehimsothathe

getstofeelhowbeingpowerlessfeelslike.

Itishisaudacitytoadmittoseeinghismotherasa

toyandthejoyhehadwheninfiltratingthepainon

herknowingverywellthatitwaswrong.Nowsuch

apersondoesn’tdeservetolive,hedidthe

communityandeveryonewhomheabusedahuge

favoursinceGod,noSatanwastakingtoolongto



gethispersonfromthisworld.

Hehearsacarparkingroughlyoutsideandgetsup

fromhischairdrawingouthisgunandwaitsbehind

thedoorforLucastowalkin.footstepsapproaches

thedoorandknocksoncepushingitopen.

Phakamanipressesthegunatthebackofhisneck

andLucasraiseshishandswhilePhakamani

unarmshim.

Lucas:Phakamaniright?Pleasedropthegun,I

don’twanttohurtyou.

Phakamani:Yeahright,with3gunsonyourbody,

youmustthinkI’mstupid!

InablinkofaneyeLucasturnsaroundandtriesto

takethegunfromPhakamanibutheslapshimhard

andkicksitoffhishand.Lucasthrowspunchesat

Phakamanithatheblockswithhisarmand

retaliatesnotgivinghimachancetogetonfoot.He



grabsLucasarms,twistingthembehindhisback

whilepressinghisfaceagainstthewall.Lucasis

alreadyredandbleedingfromhisnoseandmouth.

ThegunsareonthefloorandLucasislookingat

themcausingPhakamanitochuckle.

Phakamani:Iwastrainedtofight,Idon’tneedagun

tokillyou.

Lucas:Letustalk,please…

Phakamanishoveshimonthegroundandpicks

bothgunsandpointsthemathim.Lucassneezes

bloodoutandwipesitwithhisarm.

Phakamani:Talk,Iamlistening…

Lucas:Iunderstandyourfrustrationandanger,ifI

wereinyourpositionIbelievethatIwoulddothe

same.

Phakamani:Thenwhyareyouherefightingme?



Lucas:Becausehewasmybrotherdamnit!Yeshe

wastrashy,greedyandallthingsbutstillmy

brother.IthurtsthatheisnomoreandIwillnever

hearfromhimagain.

Phakamani:Please,donotactasifyoucare,you

arethrilledthatnowyouaregoingtoinherit

everything.

Lucas:Thatisnottrue,thatisyourinheritance…

Phakamani:Keepit,Iwantnothingtodowiththis

man.

Lucas:Youmayhatehimallyouwantbutmoney

hasnothingtodowithitsoyoucannotrejectit.

Whetheryourejectitornot,themoneyshallbe

releasedtoyou,thatwasinstructionstothelawyer

whodraftedhiswill.

Phakamani:ThenIwillreturnitbackordonateitto

charity…

Lucas:Oryoucanhaveit,startsomethingofyour

ownratherthanhavingtofightwithyourhalf



siblingsoveraninheritanceofamanthatisnot

yourfather.

Phakamanilowerstheguns,tuckingoneathisback

andthrowingbacktheotherLucas….

Phakamani:I’moutofhere…

Lucas:Wait,canwehavearelationship?

HestopsandlooksatLucaswholooksbackathim

withpleadingeyes.

Phakamani:Iwillthinkaboutit…

HewalksawaywaitingtohearLucasfiringathim

butthatdoesn’thappenuntilhegetstohiscarand

drivesaway.

KHATHU



Hisdayisnotsobusyandheislookingforwardto

goingoutforsomelunchafterdischargingTony.

Heseemedveryexcitedtobegoinghomeand

resuminghisjourneytorecovery.

Aknockcomesthroughhisdoorandhelooksupto

seethesecuritystandingbythedoor.

Guy:Doctor,doyouhaveamoment?

Khathu:Yeahsure,what’sup?

Guy:Youhavetoseethisforyourself,pleasecome

withme.

Khathu:Okay…

Hefollowsthesecuritythatleadshimtotheparking

lotwherehiscarisparkedandhecannotbelieve

whathiseyesareshowinghimrightnow.Hiscar

tyresareslashedwithaknife,allofthem!



Khathu:Hellono!Howdidthishappen?Whodid

thisandwherewereyouguys?

Guy:WereallydonotknowhowtoexplainthisSir

but…

Khathu:Takemetothecctvroomrightnow!

Whatthehell?OnetyrecostsaboutR3kandnow

hiscarisonthegroundandtheyaretellinghim

theydidn’tseewhodidthis?Heislookingatthe

videofootageshowinghiscarfineforafewhours

butthemomentitgetstothepointwhereitis

damaged,thevideogetsblurrylikeaTVstation

losingsignalandbecomesblack.

Khathu:That’sit?

Guy:Unfortunatelythisisfarasthefootagegoes.

Khathu:Someonetamperedwiththefootageand

whoeverdidthatisamongstyouguys!Iamcalling

thepolicetoinvestigatethisbecauseclearlythisis

aninsidejob.



SANELISIWE

SheopenedforPhakamaniwhowasn’tdrivingbut

gotdroppedoffbytheUberandallowedhimin.He

isverydrunkandamess,neversawhimlikethis

before.Shehelpshimonthecouchandwatchesin

disbelief.

Sanelisiwe:AiboPk,whathappened?Wereyou

involvedinafight?

Sheasks,referringtohisredknucklesand

Phakamanifollowsherlookandflexesthemaround.

Phakamani:Ohthat,Iwasjustexercising,nothing

tostressyourselfabout.

Sanelisiwe:Ihaveneverseenyouthisdrunk,what’s

up.



Phakamani:Ikilledmyfather…

Sanelisiwejumpsupwithherheartbeatingupso

fastandlooksathiminshock.Whatthehelldidhe

justsay?

Sanelisiwe:Youdidwhat?

Phakamani:Oh,Notyourhusband,myspermdonor.

Shefrownsconfusedandgoesbacktoherseat

nexttohim.

Sanelisiwe:Whatdoyoumean?

Phakamani:IamnotMaziya’sbiologicalSon…

Hesaysandtakesasipfromhisbeerleaningback

onthecouchandexhalesloudly.Okayshealways

hadsuspicionsbutneverreallythoughttheywere

true.

Sanelisiwe:Ohk?

Phakamani:Yeah,Iamaproductofrapeandyour

husbandraisedmeashisown.Thespermdonor

showedupandspokenonsensesoIhadtokillhim



forwhathedidtomymother.

Sanelisiwe:Yooh,Iamsosorry.Idon’tknowwhatto

say,Imeanhowdoesallofthismakeyoufeel?

Phakamani:Man,ithurtslikehellbutkillingMario

orJacobdoesn’t,Icandoitoverandandoveragain.

Sanelisiwe:Yeahneh…

Phakamani:Doyouhatemeorseemeasahorrible

personfordoingthat?

Sanelisiwe:No,Idon’tknowhowyoufeelorwhat

wereyourthoughtswhenyoutookthatactbutI

cannothurtyouaboutit.Youneedtoseektherapy

todealwiththisthough…

Phakamani:Thisisnotmyfirsttimekilling

somebodysoIwon’tbeattendinganytherapy.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,areyouhungry?

Shedoesn’twanttopushitincaseheexplodes.



Phakamani:No,CanIsleepheretonight?

Saneliswe:Sure,I’llgopreparetheguestbedroom

foryou.

Phakamani:Thankyou,pleasechargemyphoneon

yourway…

Sanelisiwetakeshisphoneandgoestotheguest

bedroomandputsitonchargerimmediatelyand

switchesitonincasesomeonetriestocall

Phakamani.ShehastocallThabisileafterthis,or

betteryet,drivetohernowandcheckhowsheis

doing.

REFILOE

Shehasbeengoingcrazytryingtoreach

Phakamanifromhisphonewithnoluckandgiving

thelastconversationtheyhad.Shedoesn’thavea

goodfeelingaboutthisandisverymuchscaredof

theoutcomeofthissilencefromhim.Thethoughts



ofcallingKhetheloandinformingheraboutthis

crossedhermindsomanytimesbutgotstoppedby

thefactthatshewasgoingtobeforcedtoexplain

thewholestorytoheraboutthis

Andfromwhatsheknows,hissiblingsdoesn’’t

knowaboutthis.It'salreadylateandthereisno

signofhiswhereabouts,hisWhatsApplastseen

was5hoursago.Sheisleftwithnochoicebutto

callthemanthatraisedPhakamani,hewouldknow

whattodowithhim.Phakamanigaveheracard

withnumbersofpeopletocallincaseof

emergencyandguesswhat,Sanelisiweisthere.But

todayisnottherighttimetodwellmuchonthat,

Phakamanineedstobestoppedbeforehedoes

somethinghewillforeverregret.

Thephoneringsontheothersidewhilesheholds

herbreathandrehearsesonwhattosay.

Mazwakhe:hello?



Refiloe:GoodeveningMrSibeko,youarespeaking

toRefiloeNkadimeng,Phakamani’sgirlfriend.

Mazwakhe:Yes?

Refiloe:IamsorrytodisturbyoureveningbutI

didn’tknowwhattodo.Phakamani’sbiological

fathershowedupafewdaysagoandhekidnapped

himsayingthatheisgoingtokillhim.Ilastspoke

tohimearlyinthemorningbegginghimnottobut

hedroppedthecallonme.NowIhaven’theard

fromhimsince,whatifsomethingbadhappenedto

him?

MrSibekosighsontheothersideofthecall.

Mazwakhe:Iknewsomethingwaswrongbutno

onesaidanything,thankyouforlettingmeknow.I

willtakethenextavailableflightbackhome.Inthe

meantimetryhismothersandsiblingsandcheckif

anyonesaworheardfromhim.

Refiloe:ThankyouSir,Iwilldothat.



Shehangsupanddialsthenextpersonavailablein

line,Sanelisiwe…

Sanelisiwe:Hello?

Refiloe:Sane,Hi.It'sRefiloehere.Iamnotsureif

youstillrememberme.

Sanelisiwe:OfcourseIdo,Iamgladyoucalled,

couldyoucomeandbewithPhakamani?Ineedto

goseehismotherandIamscepticalofleavinghim

herealone.

So,he’sthere?Awaveofheatflashesoverherface

atthatrealisation.Sheclearsherthroat.

Reiloe:Howishedoingorlookslike?

Sanelisiwe:Notsogood.Areyougoingtobeableto

coverthecostsofcominghereorshouldItransfer

yousomemoney?



Refiloe:Illmanage,justsendmeyourlocation.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,Iwillforwarditrightaway.

Sheendsthecallandstartspackingherbaby’sbag

andhersforovernightclothesandsometochange

totomorrowmorningwhilewaitingforthelocation

toping…

NHLONIPHO

Theresultscameback,heisthefather.Hedoesn’t

knowhowtofeelaboutthisbecausehereally

wished,prayedandhopedthattheywouldcome

backsayingotherwise.Heisreadytobeafather

butyooh,diditreallyhavetobeLumkawho

mothershisfirstchild?

Reallyhisancestorsturnedtheirbackonhim

shame,thisanightmare!Heneedstomentally

preparehimselfforthebabymamadramathatis



yettofollow.

Hetextshisfathertogivehimtheupdateonthe

issue….

Nhlonipho:(typing)congratulations,youaregoing

tobeagrandfather.

Mazwakhe:(typing)Lolyouarestupidson,

congratulationstowho?Ishouldsaythattoyou,

anyways,we’lltalkwhenIgetthere….

Gethere?Ishecomingbackalready?

Tobecontinued….

[06/11,16:51] :ISIDINGO

Chapter47

REFILOE



Thismancalledherfuturefatherinlawisdefinitely

rich,morelikefilthy!Aibo,ifthe3rdwife’shouseis

thisgorgeous,howabouttherestofthewives?This

feelslikeheavenonearth,sheisholdingKefilwe

tightsothatshedoesn’trunaroundandendup

maybebreakingsomethinghere.

Sanelisiwecomesbackwithatraythathassnacks

anddrinksandplacesitonthetable,sheisrocking

trackpantstodayandstilllooksfly.Fromherbody

structure,Refiloeconcludesthatthereisnothing

thatdoesn’tsuither,sherocksanyclothingwithso

muchease.

Sanelisiwe:Iamgoingtoleavenowandthankyou

foracceptingmycallandcominghere.

Refiloe:Thereisnodoingotherwise,IlovehimandI

wasworriedaboutnotbeingabletoreachhimthe

wholeday.



Sanelisiwe:Yeah,itislikethatwhenyouareinlove

withsomeone,literallyyourworldstopsand

everythingyoudoorsayrevolvesaroundthem.

Refiloe:Didhetellyouwhathappened?Pleasetell

mehedidn’tdoit?

Sanelisiwe:Iamafraidhedid…

Refiloe:OhGod,afterbegginghimnotto….

Sanelisiwe:I’mjustworriedhowthisisgoingto

affecthimatalaterstage,howishismomcoping?

Refiloe:Phakamanishouldn'thavekilledhim,now

hehasbloodorhishands,notjustanybutofthe

personwhobroughthimintothisworld.

Sanelisiwe:Donotforgetforcefully,whateveryou

doorsaywithhim,bekindandbesupportive.He

needsyourightnowashissupportsystemand

leavesthejudgementtothecourtsandLord.



Sanelisiwedisappearsandcomesbackcarryingher

sportsbagandbidsgoodbyetothemleavingthe

house.RefiloechangesKefilweintoherpyjamas

andtakeshertotheroomSanelisiwesaidshecan

useandheadstoPK.Shefindshimawakelaying

onhisstomach.

Refiloe:Howareyoudoing?

Sheaskssittingnexttohimonthebed.Phakamani

sitsupandaskshertobecloser.

Phakamani:I’malright,myphonedied.I'msorry

youcouldn'treachme.

Refiloe:It’sokay,Iamherenow.

Phakamani:Pleaseholdme.

Shedoesn’twaittobetoldtwiceanddoesexactly

that,hisheartisbeatingsofastandhis



temperatureissohigh.Hepullsoutfromthehug

andkissesher,hungrilyandpassionatelyforher.

Refiloestopshishandsandlooksathim.

Refiloe:Phakamani,pleasewait…

phakamani:Comeonbaby,Ineedthis,Ineedyou.

Refiloe:uh-uhPhakamani,youandIhavetotalk.

Phakamani:Now?

Refiloe:Yes,especiallyaboutwhathappenedtoday.

Phakamani:Canwetalkafter?

Hislookispleadinganddesperate,withhiseyes

squintedandRefiloeclearsherthroattoconveythe

seriousnessofwhatsheissaying.

Refiloe:No…

Hesighsandgoesbacktohispositionrubbinghis

eyesandgetsoffthebed.



Refiloe:Whereareyougoing?

Phakamani:TocheckonKefilwe.

Refiloe:Sheissleeping,Phakamani,youcannotrun

forever,weneedtohavethisconversation!

Phakamani:Idon’twantto,okay?Atleastnotnow.

Refiloe:Thenwhen?

Phakamani:Howaboutnever?

HewalksoutofthedoorandRefioeclapsher

hands,thisiswhatshemissesaboutbeingsingle,

nowanoldmanissulkingandrefusingtobe

questionedaboutcommittingawholemurder!

THABISILE

ShereceivedavisitfromSanelastnightwho

showedhersomuchsupportandashouldertocry



on.Theycriedandprayedtogetheraboutit,Sane

literallyprayedbecauseshehadnostrengthtodo

anything,evenforcedthefooddownherthroat.

Whatawakenedherupwasthesoundofhergarage

dooropening.Shechecksthetimeandit’s3amin

themorning.YaziifthisisMbalithensheisgoing

todealwithher,whocomeshomethislate?She

doesn'tevenannouncethatshewillbecoming

homelateorsleepingoutanymore.

There’smovementsandfootstepsinthehouse,

theyarenowapproachingherbedroomandit

opens.Sheliftsherheadupandseesafigureshe

knowsverywell,herhusband.Hecomestoherside

andhugshersilentlyastheydon’twanttodisturb

Sanelisiwewhofellasleepduringtheirconversation

nexttoher.

Thabisile:Whendidyougetback?



Mazwakhe:Justnow,Ihadtodriveallthewayhere.

Sanelisiweshiftsandopenshereyes,the

excitementisalloverherfacebutshecomposes

herselfandgreetsMazwakhewhoplayfulpinches

hercheeksinresponse.AssoonasSanelisiwe

closesthedooronherwayouttotheguest

bedroom,MazwakheturnstoThabisile.

Mazwakhe:Howareyoudoing?

Thabisile:Iamalright,whyareyoubacksosoon?

Thebusinessdeal?

Mazwakhe:Therewillalwaysbeabusiness

opportunitythatcomesonthewaybutyouknow

nothingwilleverreplaceyourplaceinmyheart.

WhereisPhakamani?

Thabisile:SheisatSane’shouse.Iamhappyyou

arehere,thischildwentgunblazingandkilled

Jacob.

Mazwakhe:Asanyoneshould,rapistsgetaway



witheverything,someareprotectedbyfamily

membersandcommunityinthenameofpeaceand

karma.IhopePhakamanitorturedhimforeven

showinghisfacenearyou,IammadIwasnthere,

bengizombonisaunyoko.

Whatwassheexpectingtohear?Mazwakhe

nguphumasilweorphakimpistraight.

NONHLANHLA

SheslowlyremovesScelo’sarmsoffherandgets

offthebedmakingsurethatsheisnotmaking

noise.Lastnightendedupwithherleavingwith

Scelotohisplaceafterdrinkingalotduringhersolo

date.Thereunionsessionbetweenthemwasgood

butsheisamarriedwoman,itwasonenightof

passion,amistakenightofpassion.

Assoonashefinishesdressingup,sheheadsto



thecaranddrivesawayatahugespeed.Thismust

neverhappenagain,afterthissheisgoingtoblock

Sceloandmakesurethattheyneverspeakagain!

MBALI

Ebukaisupandgettingreadyforwork,Nosipho

droppedheroffhereafterthedoctor’svisits.

Nosiphoorderedthemtodrain/flushthedrugsout

ofhersystemimmediatelyandthatphysically

exhaustedher.Shecouldn’tgostraighthomeafter

that,henceshecamehere,andtheyhadaheavy

andlengthytalkwithEbuka.Afterlastnight,she

hasnodoubtthatthismanlovesher.

Ebuka:Staringissorudeyouknow.

HesaysblushinginbetweenasMbaliisbusy

lookingathimsilently.

Mbali:Iamjustadmiringwhatismine,istherea



problem?

Ebuka:Notatall,stareasmuchasyouwantma’am.

Shesmilesbutgetsdisturburedbyherphone

ringing,it’sdaddydearest.

Mbali:Maziya…

Mazwakhe:Ngihambanjeivikielilodwanjewena

soziganisile?(Ileaveforaweekandyouarenow

cohabiting)

Ohshit,heisback!Shequicklysitsupandthinksof

ananswer.

Mazwakhe:Awenzengathiufikalakhayamanjeke

ngingazengikulandengendukulapho!(makesure

youcomehomebeforeIfetchyouwithabeating

there)

Mbali:(clearingherthroat)Yebobaba…(YesFather)



Ebukalooksathertryingtoreadherface.

Mbali:Ihavetogohome.

Ebuka:Iseverythingokay?

Mbali:Yes,myfatherisback.

Ebuka:Ohshucks!

Mbali:Donotworry,Iwillhandlehim,Ipromise.

Ebuka:Okay,don’tforgettotakeyourmedication.

Mbali:Iwon’t,haveagreatdayatwork.

Theykisspassionatelybeforeheleaves…

Ebuka:Iloveyou..

Mbali:Iloveyoumore…

SANELISIWE

Sheismakingbreakfast,nothingheavyjustcereal



whilecheckinguponRefiloeonthephone.

Mazwakhemakesherwayinandsnuggletighton

herbody,hishandonherwaist,lipsplantingkisses

onherneck.Hesmellsfreshandgood,givingher

goosebumpsandfeelslikejumpingontohim.She

endsthecallwithFifiandattendstoherhusband

blushingfromeartoear.

Sanelisiwe:Maziya…

Mazwakhe:MaGumede.

Sanelisiwe:Stopdoingthat…

Mazwakhe:Imissedyou…

Sanelisiwe:Metoobutnothere,cometothehouse

laterandshowmehowmuchyoumissedmeand

tellmeaboutyourtrip.

Mazwakhe:Iwilldefinitelydo,Iwantedtothankyou

forbeingthereformywifeandsonwhenIwasn’t

around.Youractdoesn'tgounnoticedor

appreciated.

Sanelisiwe:Well,wearefamily…



Mazwakhe:Ican’twaittohaveours…

Sanelisiwe:Soon.

Hisfacelightsupandhestealsakisswhile

Sanelisiweshootsawarningeyeathimcausing

himtochuckle.

Mazwakhe:I’llbeinmyofficeifyouneedme.

Sanelisiwesmilesandblushesalonethinkingabout

thetimesheisfinallygoingtobewithherhusband,

totalbliss.Sheneedstokickthosetwooutofher

housesothatherandthehubbycanhaveallthe

privacytheyneed.

MAZWAKHE

Mazwakhegetstohisofficeandsitsdownonhis

chair,takesouttheUSBdrivehepickedupfromhis



bedroomonthefloor,justnexttothebed.He

insertsittohiscomputer.

Mazwakhe:Nowlet’sseewhatwehavehere.

Tobecontinued….
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SANELISIWE

Comingbacktothehouse,shedoesn'tfindRefiloe

butPhakamanisleeping.Ifhe'sheresleepingatthis

time,who'srunningthebusinessattherank?

Sheshakeshimupandheopenshiseyes,

stretchinghisarmsandyawning.



Phakamani:Youback,whattimeisit?

Sanelisiwe:It'salmost9.

Phakamani:FuckI'mlate!

Sanelisiwe:WhodroveRefiloehome?

Phakamani:Idon'tknow,lastspoketoher

yesterday.

Sanelisiwe:ReallyPhakamani?

PhakamanisighsmakingupthebedandSanelisiwe

standstherelookingathim.

Phakamani:Wehadadisagreement,shewanted

thetruthandIwasnotreadytotalkaboutit.

Sanelisiwe:Youbetterbereadybecauseattheend

ofthedayyouhavetoanswerforyouractionsand

notbeacrybaby!Ikeptquietlastnightbecause

youweredrunkbutattheendoftheday,weneedto

addresstheelephantintheroom.



Phakamani:I'mnotdisputingthat,Ijustneeded

space…

Sanelisiweshakesherheadandgoestothedoor,

leavingandstoppinghalfway.

Sanelisiwe:Refiloeisanicegirl,treatherright.Your

fatherisback,weneedprivacy.

Afterthat,sheexitstheroomwithoutevenlooking

backandheadstoherownbedroom.

KHETHELO

Khathutextedheraboutwhathappenedtohiscar

andKhetheloisinagreementwithhimwhenhe

saysthatwhoeverdidthis,hastheconnection

insidethehospital.



Theyarenowchattingaboutthismatteroversome

coffeeinarestaurantnearKhethelo'sworkplace.

Khethelo:Peoplearesickoutthere,whowoulddo

thatthough?Doyouhaveenemies?

Khathu:(chuckling)EnemiesKhethelo?Ijustgot

backtothecountry.

Khethelo:I'mjustchecking,maybeyourubbed

someoneoffthewrongway…

Khathukeepsquietasifheisthinkingdeepand

snapshisfingers.

Khethelo:Whatisit?

Khathu:Yourgirlfriend,shedidthis!

Khethelo:What?

Khathu:Yeah,Idon'tknowwhyIdidn'tthinkabout

thisearlier!



Khethelo:Holdon,whatareyoutalkingabout?

Khathu:Shecametomyofficetheotherday

lookinglikeamafiaandthreatenedmetostayaway

fromyou.

Khethelo:Khathu,Idon'tknowwhatyouareplaying

atbutMandisawouldn'tdothat.

Khathu:Wellshedidandtoldmethatshewas

goingtoshowme!

KhethelolooksatKhathuwithherheartbeatingfast,

thistakesherbacktotheeventwhereshebrokethe

perfumeandtoreapartthevoucherandblocked

Khathuonherphone.Asmuchassuchhappened,

sherefusestobelievethis,it'sextreme!

Khathu:Khetheloyougottobelieveme,goshyou

arenotsafe!

Khethelo:Okaynowthat'senough!Doyou

understandtheseriousnessoftheseallegations

youaremakingagainstmygirlfriend?



Khathu:Iamnotmakingthisup,wecanevenlook

attherecordsofhercominghere…

Khethelo:Idon'thavetimeforthis,I'mleaving!

Shegrabsherhandbagandstormsouttohercarin

ahurryandgetsin.Herphoneringsimmediately

justassheisabouttostarttheengine,It'sMandisa.

Khethelo:Babe…

Mandisa:Heybaby,howareyou?Areyouatthe

office?

Khethelo:No,Iwentout.Why?

Mandisa:Justchecking,withwho?

Khethelo:WithafriendbutnowI'mgoingbackto

work.

Mandisa:Okay,Wearestillmeetinglater?

Khethelo:UrhmI'mnotsure;dadhascalledafamily

meetingsoyeah,there'sthat.



Mandisa:Ohwokay,IboughtnewlingerieandI

wantedtoshowyou.

Khethelo:Mandisa,haveyoueverwenttoKhathu's

officetothreatenhimtoleaveme?

Thequestionscomeoutrandomlyasherthoughts

aregoingwild.Mandisachucklesontheotherside.

Mandisa:NoIdidn't,whywouldIdothat?Imean,

it'sfucken2022,whothreatenstheirrivals?Letme

guess,youwentoutwithhimright?

Khethelo:Ihavetogo.

Mandisa:Khethelo….

Shehangsupandstartsthecardrivingout,

Mandisacallsagainandshedeclinesthecall.

NOKUBONGA-MAGWALA



Shehasre-readthisfamilymeetingthatMazwakhe

hassenttoeverymembertomeetupwithhimat

Thabisile'shousetonightoverandoveragain.She

didn'tevenknowMazwakhewasbackandwhyso

soon?

Nokubonga:Nosipho!

Nosipho:Mah!

Sherespondsbycomingtoherattheloungeand

sitsdown.

Nokubonga:Doyouknowanythingaboutthis

meetingwearesummonedfor?

Nosipho:(shrugging)Idon’tknowandI'mnot

lookingforwardtoit.

Nokubonga:Why?

Nosipho:Becausehewillwantanupdateabout



workandhonestlynonewasdonefromoursideso

Iknowhewillbepissed.

Nokubonga:Nah,Idon'tthinkso,maybetotellus

aboutthedealheleftforJoburg.

Nosipho:Maybe,Iguesswe'llfindoutlater.

Nokubonga:Yeah,Isupposewewill.

She'snotsettledaboutthis,herspiritistellingher

otherwisebutthenshecan'treallyputherhandinit.

Nosipho:Youstilldon'twanttotellmewhatyou

weredoinginvestigatingMario?

Nokubonga:Nosipho,thisisbiggerthanyou.

Nosipho:Soyouwouldratherletitstrainour

relationship?

Nokubonga:IfItellyouthis,doyoupromisetokeep

yourmouthshutandstayawayfromthisman?

Nosipho:Ifit'sforavalidreason…



Nokubonga:Youwon'trepeatthisbutMariois

Phakamani'sfather.

Nosiphoquicklyshiftsawayfromhermotherin

shock…

Nosipho:Aibomama!Phakamaniismybrother!

Nokubonga:Hemaybe,butnotbiologicallyso.See,

yourfathergotmarriedtoThabisilewhileshewas

alreadypregnantwithhim.He,yourboyfriendorex,

rapedThabisileandPhakamaniistheproduct.

Nosipho:(coveringhermouth)Ohmygoodness!Ma,

pleasesayyouarejoking!

Nokubonga:Don'ttellmeyouneverquestioned

Phakamani'slooksallthiswhile!Nowthisisthe

reasonwhyIdon'twantyouanywherethatmonster.

Nosipho:Wait,IfMarioisPhakamani'sfather,anda

rapistasyousay,whywereyoulookinghimup?



Nokubongaclearsherthroatandgetsupfromthe

couch.

Nokubonga:Now;that'sformetoknowandyouto

neverfindout.Excuseme,Ineedtogetstartedwith

potsincaseyourfathercomesherebeforethe

meeting.

PHAKAMANI

HeisparkedoutsideRefiloe'sworkplaceandis

carryingflowersandanecklacetoapologizeforhis

actionlastnight.Hetookouthisfrustrationand

angeronherandit'snotfair.

Hisphoneringsbeforehecangetoutofthecar,it's

hisfather.Heexhalesbeforeanswering.



Phakamani:Maziya…

Mazwakhe:Ndodana,unjani?(son,howareyou?)

Phakamani:Asexpected.

Mazwakhe:Iheardwhathappened,Idon'tjudge

youoranything.IneedyoutoknowI'monyour

sideandkudosfordoingwhatIshouldhavedonea

longtimeago.IwanttoseeyouandNhloniphoand

haveatalkwithyoubeforethemeetingIcalledlater.

I'mgoingtofetchSanelenowsohecanbepartof

theconversation,hemightbe3butligotshwa

lisemanzi.(yougroomthemyoung)

Phakamani:It'sokayFather,wherearewemeeting?

Mazwakhe:Cometothesite.

Phakamani:Iwill…

ThecallendsandRefiloecomesout,shealready

sawhimorsomeonehastoldherthathe'shere.



Shedoesn'tlookhappy,hedoesn'tblameher.

Phakamani:Baby,howareyou?

Refiloe:I'mfine.Whatareyoudoinghere?

Phakamani:Idon'tlikethetensionthatis

happeningbetweenus.I'msorryIlashedout

yesterday,Ishouldn'thave.Iknowyouhave

questionsandI'mwillingtoanswer.

Refiloe:(sighs)Idon’tknowPhakamani,thisis

startingtobetoomuchformereally.

Phakamani:IknowandI'mwillingtofixthat,I

promise.

Refiloe:Doyouhavefeelingsforyourstepmother?

Phakamani:What?

Refiloe:YousaidIshouldaskquestions!

Phakamani:Yesbutwhythisoneinparticular?

Refiloe:BecausePhakamani,sheisthefirstperson



youwenttoaftertheordealyoudid.Aftertellingher

aboutourfightthismorning,shesaidshewas

goingtotalktoyouandboom,youarehere

apologizing!

Phakamanichucklesindisbelief!

Phakamani:Someapologizingandseeingmy

mistakeisnotgenuine?Youdon'tthinkIreached

thatdecisiononmyown?

Refiloe:Youhaven'tansweredmyquestion

Phakamani.

Phakamani:Iwouldneverbetraymyfatherlikethat,

sono,Idon'thavefeelingsforher.Maybewe

shouldtalklaterwhenwearebothcalm,myfather

hasrequestedameetingbetweenme,himandmy

brothers.I'llseeyoulater.

Refiloe:Okay…

Hekissesherforeheadandhandsherthegiftsand



returnsbacktothecardrivingaway….

MAZWAKHE

AfterthecallwithPhakamani,hetextedNhlonipho

andthendrovestraighttoMamchunu'shouse.He

briefedhislawyeraboutwhattodoandhopesthat

theupdateswillbereadybythetimethemain

meetingtakesplace.

Themusicplayinginhiscarishelpinghimmanage

theemotionsandtostayclearsothatnoone

suspectsanything.HesawThabisilelookingforthe

USBandkeptquiet.Hehadmadecopiesofthat

audioincaseshedecidestodeletethemordestroy

theUSB.Hetookitbacktothebedroomandplaced

itinaplacethatwouldbenotsodifficulttofindand

alsonotmakeitsuspiciousthatsomeonegothold

ofit.



HewalksonNonhlanhlacomingfromtheshower

wearingarobe.Hisbodysuddenlyreactstoher

sightandpullshertohimwithoutsayingaword.

Hehasbeenawayfromhiswivesjustaweekbutit

feelslikeayear.Hisappetiteiscrazyandtothink

heneedstosavesomeenergyforSanelater

becausethatoneisastallioninbed,shealways

challengeshimtogodeeperandlonger.

Nonhlanhla:Ididn'tknowyouwereback…

Shesaysinbetweenthekisses,heissensingsome

weirdandpullingbackvibesfromher.It'sasifshe

doesn'twanthimtotouchher.

Mazwakhe:Icamebackthismorning,Imissedyou.

Haveyoubeentakingcareofmyfood?



Nonhlanhla:(chuckling)Asalways…

Mazwakhe:I'mnotstaying,ngizothinje

kancane..(I'llbequick).

Shehelpshimundressandlayherdownonthebed

runninghishandsalloverherbodydowntoher

cookie.

Mazwakhe:Ngivulelemama(letmein)

Hesayspartingherlegsreadytodevourherwith

hismanhoodandtheunexpectedhappens,it

softensupjustasithitsherentrance.Helooksat

herandseesherswallowingalumpoverherthroat

andshiftsoffhim.

Mazwakhe:MaMchunu,kwenzenjani?(what

happened?)



Heasksbecauseheshouldbetheonefeelingbad

andembarrassedbutno,she'spullinghergown

overherbodyatthismoment.Hiseyesseeamark

onherlowerback,it'sred.Heclencheshisjawsand

getsoffthebed.

Shecheated,histraditionalhealertoldhimthis

wouldhappenifoneofthewivesgoesouttohave

fun,hismanhoodwillnotrisetotheoccasionafter

that…

Tobecontinued.

[06/11,16:52] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER49

NONHLANHLA

Sheistremblingandunabletolookathim,from



howheislookingather,it'slikeheisreadingher

andshedoesn'tlikethat.Guiltyisconsumingherat

thispoint,canthegroundopenandswallowher?

It'stoomuch!

Mazwakhe:Whatisthismarkonyourback?

Mark?Shequicklygoestothemirrorandohboy!

It'salovebite!DidScelohavetoleavebites

knowingverywellshe'smarried?Atleastshe

insistedthattheyuseacondombecausebeinga

polygamousmarriageisriskyforhernotto.

Mazwakhe:UyangifebelaNonhlanhla?(Areyou

cheatingonmeNonhlanhla)

Hedoesn'taddressanyofhiswivesbytheirnames

andthisgoestoshowthatshitisgoingdown,

man'sangry!



Mazwakhe:Awusakwaziukukhuluma?Ngubani

yonaleyondoda?Niwenzelelamziniwami

lamanyala?(youcan'ttalknow,whoisthisman?

Youdidthisinmyhouse?)

Nonhlanhla:No,itwasn'there…

Shecan'tevendenynorthinkofalie,that'show

scaredsheisatthispoint.Mazwakhe'seyesarered,

butheiskeepinghisdistance.

Mazwakhe:Why?

There'snoanswertothatexceptthatScelohas

alwaysbeentheloveofherlife,shewashurtwhen

hedisappearedandghostedher.

Mazwakhe:Iaskedyouaquestion,damnit!



Hesnapsandshejumpsfrightened.

Nonhlanhla:I'msorryMaziya,itwasamomentof

weaknessthatdidn'tmeananything.

Mazwakhe:Howmanymomentsofweaknessdid

youhavewiththisman?

Nonhlanhla:It'sonlyhappenedoncemylove…

Mazwakhe:Don'tyoudarecallmethat!Idon'twant

tostandhereandarguewithyou,Ihavealottodeal

with.

Nonhlanhla:Babacanwepleasetalkaboutthis…

Mazwakhe:Nowyouwanttotalk?Okaytalk.How

didthishappen?Whoisit?Howmanyroundsdid

youhave?Didyoucum?Wait,wastherea

protectioninsight?

Nonhlanhla:I'msorry,yesweusedprotectionbut…

Mazwakhe:Butnothing!Ncncnc..onceawhore

alwaysone.Where'smyson?

Nonhlanhla:Sleeping….



Mazwakhe:I'llwakehimup.

Nonhlanhla:Wait,whenisthemeetingtakingplace?

Mazwakhe:Youarenotcomingthere…

Nonhlanhla:What?

Mazwakhe:Ineedyoutoleavemyhouse,willingly

andleaveeverythingbehindincludingmyson.You

cankeepthecar.

Nonhlanhla:Mazwakheno..nono,youarenot

thinkingstraightbaba,don'tletangercloudyour

judgment.

Mazwakhe:Cloudingmyjudgement?Nonhlanhla

youcheatedonme!Forwhat,vibes?

Nonhlanhla:Iwaslonely,whatdidyouexpectmeto

do?

Mazwakhe:Youcheatedbecauseyouwerelonely??

Nonhlanhla:Thatcameoutwrongbut…

Mazwakhe:Woman,leavemyhouse!Idon'twantto

findyouherenexttimeIcome!Iwillinformthe

familylaterthatyouandIaredivorcing.



HestormsouttheroomandNonhlanhlarubsher

neckpacingupanddownthinkingofasolutionout

ofthis.Shecan'tloseMazwakhe,notwith

everythingthathedoesforher.Sheneedstodo

somethingaboutitanddoitfast!Shepicksher

phoneupanddialsanumberfromhercontacts.

Nonhlanhla:Hello?Canwemeet?Pleasemy

brother,it'surgent!Imessedupandyourbrotherin

lawiskickingmeout!Please,weneedtostophim,

please!

NHLONIPHO

Lumkajoinshimintheloungeaftercallingherto

talkandsitsoppositehim.

Lumka:Youcalledforme.



Nhlonipho:Yes,Iwantustotalkaboutaway

forwardsincenowweconfirmedthatI'mthefather

tothischild.Iwanttodorightforyouandthechild.

So,it'stimeweinvolvefamiliesintothis,youhave

tocomeandreportthepregnancyandIwillpaythe

damages.

Lumka:(sighs)Mymomalreadyknowsandas

expected,shethrewaloadofinsultsonme,my

uncleissupportiveandunderstanding.

NhloniphoknowsthatLumkadoesn'thavea

healthyrelationshipwithhermother/family.Her

motherisoneofthosewomenwhoareregularsat

tarvensandplayingcards.Lumkawasthe

breadwinnerhencehefelttheneedtoassisther

witheverythingsheneededuntilsheblewit.

Nhlonipho:I'msorryaboutthat,butyouhavetofind

awayarounditbecauseweneedtodothingsthe

rightway.



Lumka:I'lltalktomyAunt,maybeshewillassist.

Nhlonipho:Okay,anotherthingis,I'lldropthe

chargesbecauseIcan'thavethemotherofmy

childinprisonorpossiblygivingbirththere.

Lumka:ThankyouNhlonipho,IknowIwrongedyou

andI…

Nhlonipho:I'mnotdoingthisforyou,Istilldon't

trustyou.Iamjustdoingitformychild.

Iamsteppingoutforamomenttoseemydad,

pleasedon'tsellmyplace.

SheblinkshertearsawayandNhloniphostandsup

totakehiskeysandwalkoutoftheapartment

lockingherinside.

THABISILE

Todayhermoodhasbeenliftedandsheisoutof

thebedroomandtidyingherplacewiththehelpof



Mbalisincethere'sgoingtobeameetinglateron.

Mbali:Mom,diddadtellyoutheagendaofthis

meeting?

Thabisile:Iamascluelessaseveryone,Iguesswe

willallfindoutlaterwhatitisabout.

Khetheloarrivesandexchangesgreetingswith

them.Thabisilepicksupsometensioninhermood

buttellsherselfthatsheisgoingtoenquireaboutit

lateron.

Mbali:MaandyousisKhethelo,There'ssomethingI

wanttotalktoyouguysabout.

Khethelo:Okay?

Mbali:Mom,thereasonwhyIhavebeenusing

drugsisbecauseIwastryingtocopewiththeguilt

ofaborting…



Thabisiledropsaglassthatshewascarryingoutof

shock.Abortion?

Thabisile:Mbali,youdidwhat?

Khethelo:Momcalmdown…

Mbali:ItwasarusheddecisionImadeoutofpanic

andithauntsmeeveryday.

Thabisile:Whendidthishappen?

Mbali:Twoweeksbeforemycomingofage

ceremony(umemulo).

Thabisile:(Clapping)EverydayIdiscoverthetruth

aboutyouandhowyouhavebeenlivingyourlife

andit'snotpleasant.Mbali,arewesuchhorrible

parentstoyouthatyouwouldchoosethisroute

thancomingforwardwiththetruth?

Mbali:NoMait'snotlikethat…

Khethelo:Mom,Ithinkit'sbecauseofhowyouguys

putheronapedestal.Thatshecannotdowrongor

anymistake.



Thabisile:NoKhethelo,thisdoesn'tjustifyit,Mbali

hasbeenlyingtousandIamevenafraidof

knowingwhatshehasbeendoingbehindourbacks!

ShestormsoutleavingKhethelobrushingMbali’s

armincomfort.

Khethelo:Shewillcomearound,givehersome

spacefornow.

Mbali:IhopesobecauseIneedhertotelldadthis

onmybehalfsoIcanhaveacleansingceremony.

PHAKAMANI

Heisthefirsttoarriveatthesitewheretheyare

meetinghisfatherandfindsMazwakhestaringinto

spacewithSanelefallingasleeponhischest.The

oldmanisgoingthroughthemost,it'swrittenall

overhisface.



Phakamani:Maziya…

Mazwakhe:Son,youarehere.Pleasecarryyour

brothertothecouch,he'sheavy.

PhakamaniliftsSaneleoffhischestandputshim

onthecouch,hecovershisbodywiththeblanket

hefindsinhisbag.Whenheisdone,Mazwakhe

offershimaglassofwhiskey.

Phakamani:Areyouokay?

Mazwakhe:FarfromitbutIdon'twanttotalkabout

it.Howareyoudoing?

Phakamani:I'mokaydad,reallyIam.

Mazwakhe:YoukilledJacob…

Phakamani:IdidanditmakesmehappythatI

won'tgettoseehimeveragain.Hewastalking

trashaboutmymomandshewon'thavetostress

aboutbumpingintohimeveragain.



MazwakhenodsandNhloniphoarrives;hegreets

andjoinsthem.

Mazwakhe:Iamgladthatbothofyouarehereso

wecangetstarted.Firstly,congratulations

Nhlonipho,youarenowgoingtobeafatherof

whichIhopeyouwillunderstandwhyIamthisway

toyouandothers.

Nofatherwantstoseetheirkidsfailorbe

destructive.Bothofyouarethefutureofmyempire

ofwhichIbelievewillgroomyouryoungerbrother

better.Nhlonipho,youaskedmetheotherday

aboutPhakamani'spaternityandtodayIwantto

answeryouonthat.

Nhlonipho:(clearinghisthroat)Noneedbaba,

Phakamanialreadytoldmeaboutit.

Mazwakhe:Verywellthen,thatmakesthingseasier



forme.Phakamani,itisnotfleshandbloodbut

whichmakesusfatherandson.

YouarethebestthingI'vedonewithmylife.

Eventhoughmylapistoosmall,myheartwill

alwayshaveenoughroomforyou.

Iknowyou'regrownnow,butmyheartdoesn't

realizethat.Inmyheart,youwillalwaysbemy

sweetboy.

Nhlonipho,Ihaven'tbeenaperfectperson,butthe

onethingIwillneverregretisbringingyouintothis

world.

Iseethebestpartsofmyselfreflectedinyou,but

you'vemadeallthosequalitiesevenbetter.

Whentimesarehard,whenyourfriendsturn

againstyouandyourluckseemstofail,knowthatI

willalwaysbejustaphonecallawayforthebothof

you.

IknowImustallowyouguystowalkyourownpath,



butletmylovebethelighttoguideyou.Iloveyou

fortheboysyouwereandthemenyouare

becoming.Ineverythingthatyoudo,individuallyor

together,pleaseneverforgetwhereyoucomefrom.

Therearegoingtobetrialsasyougoonaboutthis

lifething,yourmothersmighttrytogetbetweenyou

twobutattheendoftheday,youbothholdthekeys

toeitherdestroythisfamilyortakeittogreater

heights.

Moneyshouldneverbethereasonwhybothofyou

backstabeachother,youbothhaveenoughtostart

somethingforyourselves.That'sthereasonwhyI

tookyoutoexpensiveschools..

Nhlonipho,asyouarebecomingafather,youneed

tochangehowyoubehave,carryyourselfandmake

achoicewhenitcomestowomen.Phakamani,I'm

happythatyounowhaveawomaninyourlife,she

soundslikeagoodgirl,whocaresdeeplyforyou,



treatsherright.

Phakamaniisabitpuzzled,howdoesheknowher?

OhmaybeSanelisiwetoldhimabouther.

Nhlonipho:Father,itisheartwarmingtohearyou

speaklikethistous.Yourwordsarecomfortingand

makemeemotional,knowingthatIhaven'tbeena

goodsontoyoubuthereyouaregivingmeanother

chanceagain.ThisbringsmetothequestionI

havebeendreadingforsometimenow.

IstillhavefeelingsforLumkabutIdon'ttrusther

onebit.Idon'tknowifIwillbeabletolookpast

whatshedidtomeandhaveanormalrelationship

withheragain?

Mazwakhe:That'syourdecisionasamantomake,I

cannevertellyouwhattodobutfrommyown

perspective,IcannotbewithsomeoneIdonottrust.



Thatwillbeunnecessarypunishmentand

unhealthyforme.

Oncethetrustisbroken,lovebecomesuseless

becauseyouaregoingtobeparanoidandwhat

followsafterthatisabuse.Ididn'traiseanywomen

abusersbecauseIamnotone.Unlikeusmen,it

takesalotforawomantocheathenceIwillnot

forgivesuch.

Butyouarenotme,andIwon'tjudgeyouifyoudo.

Theheartwantswhatitwants,butbepreparedto

experiencethesamethingoneday.

Phakamaniisquietandlisteningtothis

conversationtakingplaceandpicksupthatifone

ofthewivesweretocheat,hewouldsendthem

packingimmediately.

LATERTHATDAY



Themoodisquiteshakyasthefamilyiscuriousto

knowwhatthismeetingisallaboutorcannoteven

guesswhattheagendaofthemeetingis.

Nonhlanhlaisdrinkingexcessivelyandseemsto

notbecopingasshethinksthisisabouttoreveal

hershenanigans.Herbrothertoldhertorelaxashe

hadaplaninplacetohelpheroutofthismess.

Nonhlanhla:ExcusemePhakamani,whereismy

son?

SheasksassoonasPhakamaniarriveswith

Nhlonipho.

Phakamani:Heiscomingwithdad,whydoyouask?

Nonhlanhla:Ithoughtoneofyouwascomingwith

himbutit'sfine!



Phakamanigreetseveryoneandstartschattingto

Khethelowhilehiseyesarefixedonhismotherand

MaGwala.

Nokubonga:So,evenyou,thefirstwife,hasnoidea

whatthismeetingisabout?

Thabisile:Whatbeingafirstwifegottodowith

anything?

Nokubonga:I'mnotfighting,Ijustthoughtthat

maybeyouwillknow.

Thabisile:Youarefinallyshowingyourtruecolours

aren'tyou?Ihavebeensuchafool.

Nokubonga:Idon'tknowwhatyouaretalkingabout.

Thabisile:Ohcutthecrap!Iknowyoucontacted

Mariobecauseyouwantedtogetridofmyson.

Howcouldyou!?

Nokubongatakesasipfromherglassandpushes



herhairback.

Nokubonga:Well,it'snothingpersonal,Hadtodo

whatneededtobedonesothatmysoncanget

whatisrightfullyhis.Phakamanicannotbeanheir

oneitherside,hisfatherisrichsohemustfocuson

that.

Thabisile:Youaresuchawitch!

Nokubonga:Ohplease,don'tactasifyouwoulddo

otherwiseifyouwereinmyposition.

Thabisile:ThesamepositionthatIawardedyouof?

Ifididn'tallowMazwakhetotakeyouashissecond

wife.

Nokubonga:(chuckling)Sweetheart,youthinkyou

arethatspecialhuh?Whetheryoualloweditornot,

weweregoingtogetmarriedsodon'tmake

yourselfimportantbecausewebothknowour

husbandreallylovesandisneitherofusbuthis

barbiedoll.Sorelaxokay?



BeforeThabisilecouldsayanything,sheseesthe

securityguardswalkingtowardsthemwith

policemenandPhakamanicomescloser.

Policeman:GoodafternoonMrsSibeko.

Thabisile:Afternoonofficers,whatcanwehelpyou

with?

Policeman:It'saboutyourhusband…

Everyonestopswhattheyaredoingandgathers

around.Sanelisiweisblinkingherbigroundeyes

whileholdingthechampagneglassclosetoher

chest.

Nokubonga:Whataboutourhusband?

Policeman:Hiscarlostcontrolandcrashedonthe

bridgeashewastryingtoswayitoutofthemain

road.



"Jesus"

That'sthefirstwordeveryonesayscoveringtheir

mouthafraidtoaskfurtherquestions.Nonhlanhla

putsherhandsoverherheadastearsstreamdown

herface.

Nonhlanhla:Officers,Myhusbandwaswithachild,

mysoninthatcar.Pleasetellmeiftheyareboth

okay?

Policeman:(sighs)Thechilddidn'tmakeit….

Nonhlanhla:Noooooooo!!

Tobecontinued….
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CHAPTER50



PHAKAMANI

EveryoneisnowcryingandSanelisiweishelping

Nonhlanhlatositandcalmdown.Thesistersare

huggingandholdingontotheirmotherscrying.

Thisbetterbeabadjokebecauseitcannotbethat

thelasttimehesawhislittlebrotherwaswhenhe

puthimtosleep.

Phakamani:Officers,pleasetellusexactlywhat

happened.Howdidthisaccidenthappen?Whatdo

youmeanthechilddidn'tmakeit?Myfather,ishe

fine?

Policeman:Yourfathersufferedafewscratches

andisattendingmedicalattention,heisgoingtobe

fine.Thechilddidn'tmakeitbecausethecarhitthe

bridgeonthesidewherethebabywasat.



Phakamanicloseshiseyestightandopensthem

afteraminuteseeingblurryvisionsbecauseofthe

tears.

Phakamani:Iwouldliketoseehim,mybrother.

Policeman:Ofcourse,themothercancomeand

identifythebodyofherchildaswell.

Phakamani:Iwilltalktoher,pleaseexcuseme.

Phakamaniwalkstohismotherswhoare

surroundingNonhlanhlawhonowhashiccupsfrom

crying.

Thabisile:Phakamani,lithinilephoyisa?(whatis

thiscopsaying?)

Phakamani:It'sbadMa,Saneleisnomoreanddad

issaidtobegettingmedicalhelp.

Nokubonga:Yoohmsidindisi,myintestinesjust

turned.Suchasmallchild!



Phakamani:Ncane,youhavetocomewithusto

identifythebody.

Nonhlanhla:Canthisbeadream?Phakamani

pleasetellthiscopthatwe'llforgivehimifhesays

heisjokingplease!

Sanelisiwe:I'llcomewithifthat'sokay.

Phakamani:It'sfine,Nhlonipho,helparoundand

callthefamilyfromdad'ssideandthatof

Mamchunu.

Nhlonipho:Okaybafo,pleasedrivesafely,wedon't

wantanotheraccident.

SanelisiwesitsatthebackwithNonhlanhlaand

Phakamanidrivesthecarfollowingthepolicevan.

Heisholdingthesteeringwheelsotightwhile

fightinghistearsback.Saneledidn'tdeservetodie

sosoonandyoung.Hehadafulllifeaheadofhim.

Theyarefollowingeachothertodothebody



viewingandoneglanceathislittlelifelessbody,he

cannotholditinanymore.Hehasseenbrutality

duringhisarmydaysbutthisisnotfaironthekid.

Nonhlanhlafaintsimmediatelyandsheisattended

towhileheexitsalonetogoseehisfather.It

doesn'ttakehimlongtoarrive,hedidn'tevenfeel

howhegottheresofast.It'slikeheisfloatingon

theair.

Hestandsbythedoorwaitingforthedoctorto

finishdressinghisfatherup,hehasabandage

aroundhishead,anarmslingandlegfracture

accompaniedbyotherbruisesonhisbody.

Mazwakheseeshimandhisheaddropinpain,

regretandgrief.Phakamanistepscloserandsits

nexttothebed.

Mazwakhe:Maziya….



Phakamani:KuyabhedaMagaye,umfana

akasekho.(it'sbaddad,theboyisnomore)

Mazwakhelickshisdrylipsandshakeshishead

tryingtostopthetearsfromfalling.

Mazwakhe:Theytoldme,Istillcan'tbelieveit.My

mindisrefusingtoacceptthis,Icanstillhearhis

piercingcry,hisscaredfacewhenthecarwas

spinninglosingcontrol.Hewasscaredandbegged

mewithhiseyestosaveusbutIfailedto.Ishould

havebeentheonewhodied,notmyson.Maybeit

wouldbebetterifIlethimridewithyou.

Phakamaniwrapshisarmaroundhisfather's

shoulderandleanontocry.

Phakamani:Don'tbetoohardonyourselfbaba,it

wasanaccident,noonewouldhavepredictedwhat

wasgoingtohappen.



Mazwakhe:No,thatwasn'tanaccident,someone

messedwithmycar.

Phakamani:What?

Mazwakhe:Ineedyoutofindthatperson

Phakamani,findthemandbringthemtomealiveso

thattheycananswerwhy.

Phakamani:Iwillstartlookingfather,fornowyou

needtofocusonhealing…

Mazwakhe:Ineedtotellyousomething,incase

anythinghappenstome.Nonhlanhlacheatedon

me.

Phakamani:What?

Mazwakhe:Yes,WhenIleftwithSanele,Itoldherto

leavemyhouseanddon'tevershowherface

aroundmyfamily.IfIdietomorrow,makesureshe

doesn'tgetadime!



*flashbackmemory*

Nonhlanhla:Phakamani,whereismyson?

Phakamani:Heiscomingwithdad,why?

Nonhlanhla:Nevermind,Ithoughthewaswithyou

guys.

*endofflashback*

Mazwakhe:Phakamani!

Phakamani:Yesfather,Ihearyou.

Mazwakhe:What'sonyourmind?

Phakamani:Nothing,Ihavetomakeacalland

updatethefamily.Theyareworriedabout

you,pleaseexcuseme.

Hestepsoutofthewardwithoutlookingbackhis

mindgoingwild,coulditbethatNonhlanhlais



involvedinthis?Hefindsitrarethattheaccident

willhappenshortlyafterhisfatherthreatensto

divorceher.

No,itcannotbeacoincidence!Butifthat'sthecase,

doesthatmeanshewastryingtokillherhusband

tohideherinfidelity?Thisistoostressfultomake

senseof,ormaybeit'sLucasavenginghisbrother?

Ifso,whydidn'thecomeforhiminsteadofhis

father?

EBUKA

Aknockcomesthroughhisdoor,heopensandJojo

pushesTonyinhiswheelchairinsidethehouse.

Jojo:I'llbeoutside.

HegivesEbukaonelookandwalksaway,Ebuka

sighsandsitsonthechairlookingatTony.



Tony:So,thisisyou?

Ebuka:Yes,thisisme.

Tony:Isee,nottoobad.Howareyou?

Ebuka:I'mgood,yourself?

Tony:Argh,IguessIshouldbegladtobealive.I

mustsayitpainedmetocomebackanddiscover

thatyounolongerinthehouse.

Ebuka:Ihadtodoit,andI'mhappyhere.

Tony:ButyouaremybabybrotherEbuka,I

promisedtolookafteryou…

Ebuka:AndyouhavedonesoupuntillIfinishedmy

university.Iwillforeverbegratefultoyouforthat.

Butit'shightimeIstandonmyownanddomyown

thing.

Tony:I'mallinsupportofyoudoingthat,butthis

girlyouwanttomarrybrother.I'minthischair

becauseofherfather.

Ebuka:No,youareinthischairbecauseofyour



owndoing,Tony,youstoletheman'staxiandkilled

hisdriver!

Tony:Ididn'tstealit,Nhloniphogaveittome!

Ebuka:Nhloniphodoesn'toweanytaxiTonyand

youknowit!

Tony:Iamnotheretofight,Ijustwanttoletyou

knowthatImissmybabybrother.Youcanalways

comebacktothehouse.

Ebuka:Ican'tI'msorry,tovisitmaybebut

permanently,Ican't.Ineedmyownspaceand

privacyasaman.

Tony:(sighs)So,there'snothingIcandoto

convinceyouotherwise?

Ebuka:Aboutcomingback,no!

Ebuka'sphonevibratesandit'samessagefrom

Mbaliinforminghimaboutherbrother'sdeath.



Tony:Whatisit?

Ebuka:No,it'sjustaMbalitellingmethatherfather

hasbeeninanaccidentthatclaimedherbaby

brother'slife.

Tony:IsMazwakhedeadtoo?

Ebuka:No,hesurvivedbutsustainedinjuries.

Tony:Poorbaby,heshouldhavebeentheonethat

die,butit'salright,atleastnowhewillknowhow

karmafeelslike.

Ebukaliftshisheadandlooksathiminshock.

Ebuka:Yousee,thisoneofthemanyreasonsIwant

tostayawayfromyou!IneedtogoandseeMbali…

Tony:Myfriendsitdown,goingtoseeMbalimyfoot!

Ebuka:She'sgrieving…

Tony:Exactly,letthefamilymournandgrievein

peace.Whatareyougoingtodothere?Areyoupart

ofthefamily?Youaresoforward!



Okayhe'srightbuthejustwantstobetherefor

Mbali.

NONHLANHLA

Sheisawakeinawardconnectedtodripsandit

dawnstoherthatitwasn'tadream,hersonisgone.

Whydidshewakeup?

Phakamaniwalkstoherbedsidefromthewindow

hewasstandingatandlooksather.Hisface,she

can'tmakeofitbutit'snotfriendly.

Phakamani:Howareyoufeelingnow?

Nonhlanhla:Idon'tknowPhakamani,IwishIwas

dead.

Phakamani:Unfortunatelyyouaren't.I'mreally

sorryaboutSanele,wearealldevastatedand



sympathizewithyou.

Nonhlanhla:Thankyou…

Phakamani:Ihaveaquestionthough.

Nonhlanhla:Yes?

Phakamani:Didyoutrytokillmyfather?

What?Hersalivagetsinthewrongpipeandshe

coughsterriblywhilePhakamanifillstheglasswith

waterandhandsittoher.

Nonhlanhla:Thankyou…

Phakamani:Iamgoingtofocusonmakingsure

thatmybrothergetsadignifiedandwellsendoff.

Afterthat,I'llinvestigatewhathappenedtomy

fatherandifyouareinvolved,Isuggestthatyou

startrunningbecauseyouwillwishthatyouleft

immediatelywhenmyfathertoldyouto.

Hesaysthatandholdsahastystareforamoment



andleavestheward.Nonhlanhla'stearsstream

downherfacelikeNileriver.Shereachesforher

phoneandfoundsamessagefromherbrother.

"cleanjob,youshouldprepareyourselftobe

widowandmournyourhusband"

Nonhlanhla:(crying)no…no..no…ohGod!

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA

Thefamilyisgatheredtogetheranddiscussthe

wayforwardsincebothMazwakheandNonhlanhla

areinthehospital.Nonhlanhlaissaidtobe

releasedtomorrowandwillgotoherhouseand

mournforherchild.Hermotherandotherrelatives

havebeeninformedandwillcomeinthemorning.

It'ssoquiteandheavy,thisisaverydarktimefor

thefamily.Butastheyalwayssaythatthere'sa

silverliningtoeverydarkcloud,theyaregratefulfor



Maziya'ssurvival.

Phakamaniisnothandlingthiswell,hehasbeenon

thatwhiskeysincehegotbackandheisnottalking

much,justanswerwhatisrequiredfromhim.

Nosipho:Canweprayguys?

Shebreakstheiceinthetableandeveryonelooks

ather.

Nosipho:IknowI'mnotthereligiouspersonbutit's

theonlycomfortweneedasafamily.

Thabisile:Iagree,Khethelo,pleasestartasongmy

baby…

Khethelo:(singing)

Angiwanaki(Angiwanaki)

Angiwanaki(Amaxebaam)



Amanxebaam(Uzowapholisa)

(Uzowapholis'ubawo)

Uzowapholisa(Uzowapholisa)

Uzowapholisa(Amanxebaam)

Amanxebaam(Uzowapholisa)

(Uzowapholis'ubawo)

Uzowapholisa(Uzowapholisa)

Uzowapholisa(Amanxebaam)

Amanxebaam(Uzowapholisa)

Uzowapholisa(Uzowapholis'ubawo)

Umangishiywaizihlobozam

Kwavelakwamnyam'empilweniyam

Umangifakwaeziseleni

Kwaphel'amathemb'empilweniyam

ThewholehousebackherupandMbalistarts

cryinghysterical.



Nhlonipho:(praying)Youholdtimewithinyour

hands,andseeitall,frombeginningtoend.Please

keepandcarrythesepreciouspeoplegatheredhere

inoursadnessandloss.Coveruswithyourgreat

wingsoflove,giveourwearyheartsrestandminds

soundsleep.Lord,liftoureyessothatwemay

catchaglimpseofeternity,andbecomfortedbythe

promiseofheaven.

Jesus,Yousaid,“Blessedarethosewhomourn,for

theywillbecomforted”

Wearemourning;sendusYourcomfortnow.

WraparoundYourarmsaroundusandholdustight.

Sendangelsofmercytous.

Showeryourcomfortonusthroughthosearound

us,

Lord,atthemomentnothingseemstobeableto

helpthelossIfeel.



Ourheartsarebrokenandourspiritmourns.

AllIknowisthatYourgraceissufficient.

Thisday,thishour

Momentbymoment

WechoosetoleanonYou,

ForwhenweareatourweakestYourstrengthis

strongest.

IpouroutourgrieftoYou

AndpraiseYouthatononegloriousday

Whenallsufferingisextinguishedandlovehas

conquered

Weshallwalktogetheragain.

Weareabrokenfamilyaskingforstrengthfromyou

God.Helpusuniteandgiveourlittlebrothera

peacefulsendoff.

Weprayfortheotherfamilymembersinthe

hospitalbedsforrecoveryandhealing.



WeaskthisinyourpreciousnameofJesus,

Amen…

Inunison,theyallsay"Amen".Aknockcomes

throughthedoorandthelawyerwalksin,MrDonald

Matthews.

Donald:Myapologiesforcomingthislate,the

trafficdelayedmeonmywayfromseeingthehead

ofthefamilyatthehospital.

Firstlyletmepassmydeepestcondolencestothe

lossyouareexperiencingatthismoment,it'sreally

sadwhenkidspassesonbecausewebelievethat

theyshouldburyus.

MayyouallbecomfortedandIhopethatyouare

goingtoremainaunitduringthisdifficulttime.

Accordingtodoctors,MrSibekomightbeawayfor

awhilebecausetheysuspectthathemighthavean



internalbleedingontopofhiswoundssotheyneed

tomonitorhim.

Himbeingawayshouldnotinterruptthebusiness

sideofthingsasyouknowthatinthatworld,it's

businessasusual.HenceIamheretonighttopass

onthemessagethatonMrSibeko'sabsence,he

appointedKhethelotoleadandoverseethe

businesssideofthings.

Nokubonga:(Clappingherhands)Yoohhai!

Donald:KhethelonowthismakesyoutheCEOof

SFH(SibekoFamilyHoldings),adecisionmaker

andapproverofallbusinessrelateddecisionuntil

MrSibekosaysotherwise.Please,signhereforme.

Tobecontinued….

[06/11,16:53] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER51



KHETHELO

Aftersigningthenecessarydocuments,thelawyer

leavestellingherthatanemailtoallboard

membersandshareholderswillbenotifiedofthis

changeandshewillberequiredtoreporttothe

officeASAP.Theregoesherjob!

Nosipho:congratulationsontheactingCEO

positionsis,Iknowyouwilldowell…

Mbali:(smiling)Whorunstheworld?

Sanelisiwe&Thabisile:Girls,Girls!

Theygiggleforamomentandquicklyremember

thatthereisthisdarkcloudhangingaroundthem.

Nhlonipho:congratulationssisi,youknowwegot

yourbacksoshoutwheneveryouneedhelp,weare

hereforyou.

Khethelo:ThanksNhlo,itreallymeansalothearing

thisfromyou.Indeedthisisateamwork.



Nokubonga:Idon’tunderstandwhatthismeans,

doesitmeanthatKhetheloistheheirnowthatshe

getstoactinourhusband’sabsence?

Phakamaniliftshisheadupinahurryandlooksat

Nokubonga.

Phakamani:Thelawyerwashere,whydidn’tyou

askhimyourself?Ifyessheisanheirasthefirst

childofMaziya.

Mbali:Firstchildwhoa,whatdoyoumeanbhuti?

Khetheloiscuriousaswell,asfaraseveryoneis

concerned,Phakamaniisthefirstchildandsonof

Maziya.

Phakamani:IamnotMaziya’sbiologicalson,now

pleaseexcuseme,it'sbeenalongday,Ineedto

rest.

Hedropsthebombandgetsupfromthechairand

headstohisbedroomleavingtheroominawkward



silence.HermotherislookingdownandKhethelo

cantellthatsheiscrying.Sanelisiweandtherest

announcetheirdeparture.SheisnowleftwithMbali

andhermotherandtheysitdown.

Mbali:Mama,whatdoesPhakamanimean?Ifheis

notdad’sson,whoishisfatherandwhathappened?

Thabisilewipeshertearsandlooksather

daughterssniffing.

Thabisile:It’sactuallyalongsadpainfulstory,I

didn’tcheatonyourfatheroranythinglikethat.

Insteadwedatedwhileiwasalreadypregnant,he

knewandacceptedmeasIam.Backtothe

questionaboutPhakamani’sbiologicalfather,well,

heisdeadnow.Iusedtoworkforhimandhe

sexuallyassaultedme….

Mbali:Mama,ohno!

Thabisile:Phakamaniwasaproduct…

Khethelo:Iamsosorrymama….



TheyembraceherinatightgrouphugKhethelo

thinkingabouthowdeepherfather’slovefortheir

motherisforlovingherthroughthatordealto

raisingPhakamaniashisown.Shehasdeveloped

morerespectforthemannow

Thabsile:It’sokay,ithappenedandmovedonfrom

it.

Khethelo:It'sagoodthingthatheisdead,such

monstersdon'tdeservetobealive.

Mbali:So,doesPhakamaniknow?Thetruthabout

hisconception?

Thabisile:(nodding)Yeshedoesandheisnot

handlingitwell,heisdrinkingalotlateandthat

worriesme.

Khethelo:Iwilltalktoher…

MbaliclearsthetableandKhetheloassistsher,

thereisnowaysheisleavingtoherplacetonight,

meaningshehastotextMandisaandletherknow



thatsheisnotcomingback.Afterwashingthe

dishesandpackingthemaway,Khetheloheadsto

Phakamani’sbedroomandknockswithno

response.Shetriestoopenthedoorbutitislocked,

afterafewmoment,Phakamaniopensandstands

asidelettingherin.

Khethelo:Wereyousleepingalready?

Phakamaninodsandgetsintobed,heisalreadyin

hispyjamashortsandavest.Khethelojoinshim

too.

Phakamani:It’sbeenalongdayKhethelo,Iwantto

sleep.

Khethelo:Metoo…

Hechucklesandkeepsquiet,Khethelosnuggles

nexttohimlayingherheadonhisarm.

Khethelo:Rememberwhenwewereyoung,you

usedtosingformeandputmeintobed.

Phakamani:Yeah,thosewerethedays.Weareold



now.

Khethelo:Ifeellikeitismyturntosingforyou…

Phakamani:Iwillsurelyhavenightmares…

Khethelo:Benice,Ihaveabeautifulvoicehawu…

Amomentofsilencepassesby,onlythesoundof

theirthoughtsandheartbeatscanbeheard.

Phakamani:Howdideverythinggosowrong?

Khethelo:It’sgoingtobealrightntwana,thistoo

shallpass.Wejustneedtoholdontoeachother

untilthisdarkcloudisover.

Phakamani:Iamsotired,honestly.Sanele’sdeath

wasn’tsupposedtohappen,hewasakidthathada

lotofpotential.IwashappyathowMaziyawas

bringinghimaroundussothatwecouldformthat

brotherlybondwithhim.NowIwon’tseehimagain.

Khethelohugshimandtheycrysilentlytogether,

thisissonotfair,Nonhlanhlawasadistantwife



andallbuttheylovedtheirbrotherandnomother

deservestoburytheirchild.

LUMKA

Nhloniphofinallycomesbackandfromthe

distance,helooksdrained.Sheismadathowhe

lockedherinsidethehousethewholedaybut

seeinghimlikethismakesherforgetabouther

angerandwantstoknowwhathappened.

Lumka:Nhlo,areyoualright?

Nhlonipho:Sadlynot,howareyou?

Lumka:Notokay,Nhloniphoyoulockedmeinside

here!WhatifthebuildingwasonfireandIcouldn’t

leave?

Nhlonipho:Iamsorry,reallyIwasn’tthinking

straight.

Lumka:Igetthatyoustillhavetrustissuesaround

measyoushouldbutifthisishowwearegoingto

doitthenIsuggestthatyoureleasemethenkeep



mehereasyourprisoner.Iwillfiguresomethingout

onmyown,Ialwaysdo.

Nhlonipho:Iunderstandyourfrustrationandthey

arejustified.Idon’twantustofightorstressyou,it

isnotgoodforthebaby.Ijustwantustohavea

healthyparentingrelationshipbecauseclearlywe

cannotbetogether,Ican’tsayneverbutatleastnot

now.

Okaythatisdisappointingbutatleasthe'snot

sayingnever.Aftereverythingthathappened

betweenthetwoofthem,heisverykindand

generous.

Lumka:Okay,howdoyousuggestwedothat?

Nhlonipho:We'llgooverthedetailsaftermy

brother'sfuneral…

Lumka:Wait,didyousayBrother'sfuneral?Who

passed?

Nhlonipho:(heavysigh)Sanele,hewaswithdadand



anaccidentthatclaimedhislifehappened.

Lumka:Ohno,I'msosorrytohearthatNhlonipho.

Condolencestoyouandyourfamily.

Nhlonipho:Thanks,sowiththatbeingsaid,Iwon't

beherealotsinceIhavetohelpmybrotherarrange

thisfuneral.

Lumka:Ofcourse,Iunderstand.I'msorry.Come

here.

Sheopensherarmsforahug,Nhloniphohesitates

foramomentbutfinallyembracesit.Lumka

brusheshisbacksoftly.

Lumka:It'sgoingtobealright;heisinabetterplace

nowandhasbecomeanAngelthatisgoingto

watchovery'all.

Nhlonipho:(sniffing)Isuppose,whenwillthislittle

manstartkicking?

Lumka:Whosaidit'saboy?Iwantagirl…



Nhlonipho:Girlplease,theMaziyaneedaboy

squad.

Lumka:Well,thedoctorsaidinthenextmonthorso,

SHEwillstarttomakemovements.

Nhlonipho:(chuckling)It'saHe,keepfooling

yourselfthoughWe'llsee…

Lumka:(smiling)Whatever,doyouwanttoeat?Ileft

somefoodforyou.

Nhlonipho:Nothankyou,I'lljustshowerandsleep.

Lumka:Okay…

Nhlonipho:NotbecauseIamsuspectingyouof

poisoningmebutmyheartisdarkandheavy.

Lumka:Icompletelyunderstand….

Nhlonipho:Okaythen,goodnightanddon'tstayup

toolate.

Lumka:Iwon't,goodnight…

HedisappearstohisbedroomandLumkasighs

holdingherstomachimaginingwhatshewoulddo



ifherbabywoulddie.Probablylosthermind,

strengthtoNonhlanhla,poorwoman.

MAZWAKHE

HeopenshiseyesandseesNosiphosleepingnext

tohisbed,hiseyesgostraighttothewallwatch

andit'sjustpast9inthemorning.Theinjectionwas

heavyandhedozedoffimmediatelyafterbreakfast.

Hehatesbeingherewithallhisbeingbutheknows

betterthantodefydoctor'sorders.

Mazwakhe:Nosipho…

Hisvoicecomesoutasawhisperandshesitsup

andlooksathimwithawarmsmile.Hedoesn't

rememberwhenlastsawhisdaughterwithout

make-up,wearingadressandheadwrap.



Nosipho:Baba,youweresleepingwhenIcamein.

Howareyoufeeling?

Mazwakhe:Exceptthephysicalpain,I'mdrowning

withthepsychologicalandemotionalone.

Nosipho:I'msosorrydad,whathappenedwasso

unfortunatebutyoudon'thavetoblameyourselffor

it.

Mazwakhe:It'slikeyouknow,Ido,everysecondof

it.Ishouldhaveprotectedhim.

Nosipho:I'msureyoudidyourbestbaba,nooneis

blamingyouforthis…

Mazwakhe:Mybestwasnotenoughbecauseyour

brotherisnothere…

Heisunabletocontainthepainafterthatanda

painfulheadachehitshimhardbetweenhiseyes,

forcingthetearstostreamdownhisface.Nosipho

holdshishandsqueezingittight.

Nosipho:It'sgoingtobebetterbaba,Idon'tknow



howbutwe'llmovepastthisasafamily.

Hesniffsandnodsthetearsaway,Nosiphowipes

themandsmilesmakinghimsmiletoo.

Mazwakhe:Youlooklikeawifematerial…

Nosipho:Haa,waitbaba,youmeanittakesadoek,

dressnyanatolooklikeawifematerial?

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Isometimesforgetyouare

stupid.Iwascomplimentingyou.

Nosipho:Iknow,thankyou.I'mgladImadeyou

smile.

Mazwakhe:Youareanamazingperson,don'tletthe

wrathoftheworldchangethatforyou.Thankyou

forcoming,Iappreciateyou.

Nosipho:Iappreciateyoumore,I'mgladyoudidn't

die,Iwasn'tgoingtobeabletohandleit.

Mazwakhe:I'mnotgoinganywhereanytimesoon

okay?AtleastnotbeforeIwalkyoudowntheaisle.



ShebecomesredfromblushingandMazwakhe

chuckles,hefeelssorryforwhoeverthatwillmarry

hisdaughtershame.

RightthenMagwalawalksincarryingstuffwithher.

ShegreetsandNosiphostandsup.

Nosipho:I'llgoandcheckhowtheCEOissettlingin

andgoseeNcaneIfsheneedsanyassistance.

Mazwakhe:OkaymyAngel.

SheexitsthewardandNokubongaunpackwhat

sheiscarrying.Toiletries,pyjamasandsomeclean

clotheswithfruits,juicesandsnacks.Afterputting

themonthedrawer,shesitsnexttohimonthebed.

Nokubonga:Yougaveusabigscarebabakhe.How

areyoufeeling?



Mazwakhe:Idon'tknowhowIfeel,it'samixtureof

emotionsdealingwithmebutIguessI'llsurvive.

Nokubonga:I'mglad,whathappenedtoSanelewas

veryunfortunateandmademerealizehowshortlife

is,tomorrowisneverguaranteed.

Mazwakhe:Yeah.

Hedoesn'tknowwhattosaytoher,heisdealing

withalotandhasn'tforgottenabouther

shenanigansbutnowit'snottimetodwellonthem.

Nokubonga:Iknowthisisoutofthequestionbut,

doyouthinkyoudidtherightthingbyputting

Khetheloonyourchair?

Thereshegoes!Couldn'tshejustwaitorbettershut

up?



Mazwakhe:Whatareyoutryingtoaskme?

Nokubonga:Don'tgetmewrongMaziya,Khethelois

smart,educatedandallbutthisisbigforher.Fora

girlchildtoholdsuchaposition,I'mscared.Our

enemieswillseeanopportunitytoattack.

Mazwakhe:Whichenemiesareyoutalkingabout?

Ordoyourefertotheoneyouaretryingtocreate

forme?

Nokubonga:Whatdoyoumeancreateforyou?

Mazwakhe:IknowyoudugupJacob,whatwere

youhopingtoachieve?Beforeyoucanevenanswer

meletmesaythis:I'msickandtiredofyouforever

obsessingaboutmymoneythatyoufoundmewith.

I'mtiredofyoutryingtodictatewhomIshouldput

inchargeandsoforth.IputKhethelodeliberately

andnothingisgoingtohappentoherbecauseshe

hasmeandhersiblingstodrivethisship.

IlovemykidsandI'llplacethemwhereverIseefit



forthemtorule.Ifmydecisionsaretoomuchfor

you,Ipermityoutopackyourbagsandleave

becauseonethingyouarenotgoingtodoiscontrol

mewithmymoney!

IfIchoosetoleaveeverythingforPhakamani,I'lldo

sobecauseit'smymoney!

Nokubongalooksspookedandshaky,sheclearly

didn'texpectthatfromhimandhemeansit,heis

tired.Whatkindofbehavioristhis?Foreverrunning

hermouthandtryingtodictatehim?

Nokubonga:(calm)Youareinsomuchpain,the

medicationsanddeathofSanelearedefinitely

messingupwithyoubecausemyhusbandwouldn't

saythis.

Mazwakhechucklesindisbelief,nothedevilis

clearlytestinghimandheisusingNokubonga



becausewtf!

Mazwakhe:Ithinkyouhaveoverstayedyour

welcome.Pleaseleave.

Nokubonga:I'llgocheckuponMamchunu.

Hedoesn'tsayanythingbutnodsandcloseshis

eyes…

NONHLANHLA

ShegotdischargedthismorningandPhakamani

droveherstraighttoherhouse.Hedidn'tsay

anything,hissilencewasheavyandthatmadethe

journeylongandawkward.

Arrivingatherhouse,shefoundherfamily

membersalreadythereandpassedtheir

condolencestoher.Thepersonsheisdyingtosee



ishisbrother,whoisclearlyavoidingher.

Sheaskstousethebathroomandleavesthe

mattresstheyareseatedonandwalksaroundher

houselookingforBongani,herbrother.Shefinds

himeatinginoneoftheroomsandchucklesin

disbelief.

Nonhlanhla:So,thisiswhereyouarehiding

yourself?

Bongani:Sisi…

Nonhlanhla:Donot"sisi"me!Mychildisdead,you

killedmychildandyouareherestuffingyourface

withmyfood!

Bonganiquicklygetsupandclosesthedoor.

Bongani:Areyououtofyourmind?Doyouwantto

gotojail?



Nonhlanhla:(chuckling)Youareworriedaboutjail?

DoyouknowwhatMazwakheandhissonwilldoto

youwhentheyfindout?

Bongani:Howaretheygoingtofindout?

Nonhlanhla:Idon'thavetheenergytoanswerthis

question.I'msoangryatyou,wereyouseriously

tryingtokillmyhusband?

Bongani:Ithoughtthat'swhatyouwanted…

Nonhlanhla:What?Areyoucrazy?HowcanIwant

thesponsorofeverythingaroundyoudead?

Bongani:Thenwhydidyoucheatifyoulovedhim

somuch?Iamsorrythingsturnedoutlikethisbut

thisisnotmyfault.Ididn'tknowthechildwas

goingtobethere…

Nonhlanhlalooksathimdefeatedwithherhandson

herwaist.

Nonhlanhla:YouneedtodisappearbecauseIcan't

loseyoutoo.



Bongani:Disappeartowhere?Ihaveafamily

Nonhlanhla!

AknockonthedoorfrightensthemandPhakamani

standsbythedoor.

Phakamani:Bobabomncanesebakhona.(myuncles

havearrived)

Nonhlanhla:I'mcoming.

Phakamanidoesn'tsayanythingbutlooksatthem

sternlyandleaves,closingthedoorbehindhim.

Bongani:(whispering)Doyouthinkheheard

anything?Hislookispiecingmystomach.

Nonhlanhla:(whispering)Idoubtthishouseis

soundproofed.Ifhedidthenwearedead.

Bongani:Youneedtogetagripofyourself

Nonhlanhlabeforeyougetusintrouble,nowgo



backbeforetheysuspectsomething.

Sheexhalesandwalksoutofthedoorstraightto

themourningroom.

NOSIPHO

Sheisseatedonthecomfyleatherchairsinher

father'sofficeandwatchesashersisteranswers

endlesscallsandsortsoutpapers.

Nosipho:MaybeyoushouldusedadPA'shelphey.

Khethelo:Definitelybecausewow!

Nosipho:Iwenttoseehimthismorning,manheis

suffering.

Khethelo:Eix,Iwillalsogoafterwork.Idon'tknow

ifIhavethestrengthtoseehiminthatposition.

Nosipho:It'sreallysadbutItrusthimtobounce



back.

Khethelo:Iwonderifhe'sgoingtobeabletoattend

thefuneral.

Nosipho:Ithinkso,hisconditionisbadbutnottoo

bad.

RightthenthePAknocksandwalksinfollowedby

twogentlemen.Nosiphoquicklysitsupstraightand

composesherselfbecausewhatthehellthatjust

walkedin?

Khethelo:ThanksMfundoI'lltakeitfromthere.

Gentlemen,pleasehaveaseat.

Thetwoyummyhotguysmakethemselves

comfortableandtakeofftheirsunglasses,theyare

coloredandlooktogether.Aretheytwinsorwhat?

1stGuy:Wewouldliketoapologizeforcominghere



withoutanappointment.Wewereonourwayback

toJoburgwhenwereceivedthenewsofyour

brother'spassingandthoughtweshouldcomeby

andpassourcondolences.

2ndguy:It'sreallysadtohearsuchnewsbecausea

weekagowewerewithyourfatheranddiscussing

thebigprojecthiscompanyisgoingtodoforus.In

caseyoudon'tknowI'mtalkingabouttheprivate

mentalclinicprojectheisbuildingforme.

Getoutofhere!Theseguysarefuckenrichmoes?

Okaythisofficeissuddenlytoohotallofasudden.

Khethelo:Irememberthatproject,hetoldmeabout

itandI'mhappytomeetthepeoplebehindit

althoughwearemeetingunderunfortunate

circumstances.Butwelldoneforexpandingthe

mentalhealthcarefacilitiesIamlookingforwardto

seeingthisprojectdevelop.



Forgivemymanners,mynameisKhetheloSibeko

andwithmeismysisterNosipho.

1stguy:I'mHowardandthisismybrother

BenjaminSaints…

Nosipho:AsinliketheSaintsandsinnersmovie?

Okayshedidn'tmeantoblurboutthatloud!Canthe

groundopenandswallowher?TheHowardguyjust

smilesather.Okaywhat'sthat?She'snot

hallucinatingright?

Howard:Maybelikeinthemoviebecauseweare

theoppositeofourSurname.

Benjamin:Waydifferent…

Morelikesinners?Shefinishesitinhermind….



Tobecontinued.

(I'msorryyourchaptercameinlate,workishectic

youguys )
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KHETHELO

TheSaintsbrotherssaytheirgoodbyesshortlyand

announcethattheyaregoingtobeleavingsince

theyhavealongdriveallthewaybacktoJoburg.

Theypromisetoflybackforthefuneralthough.

Nosipho:Aren'ttheyjustcuteandkindbusiness

partnersthough?Flyingbacktosupportdadforthe

burialofhisson?



Shesaysshortlyastheyexittheofficeand

Khetheloshakesherheadindisbelief.

Khethelo:Don'teventhinkaboutit,theylooklike

trouble.

Nosipho:(bitingherlips)Ilovetrouble.

Khethelo:OhGod!Whenthesecolouredswives

moeryou,don'tscreammyname.

Nosipho:Theywouldn'tdare,I'mMaziya'sdaughter

andbhutiwamiisotsha!(Mybrotheristhesoldier)

Khethelo:Girl,youarecrazy…

Nosipho:Whereisyourgirlfriend?Areyouguysstill

good?

Khethelo:Yeahwearegood,whydoyouask?

Nosipho:Justcurious,youhaven'tpostedherina

whilesoIthoughtthere'stroubleinparadise.

Khethelo:YouarenoseyNosipho,there'snotrouble

inparadisenixlana.



Nosipho:Okay,ifyousaysothen.IpromiseddadI'll

gocheckifhiswifeneedsanyassistancesoletme

go.I'mnotinthemoodtoseeherfataunties

though.

Khethelo:(laughing)Sanelisiwewillbetheresoyou

willbefine…

Nosipho:Atleast,seeyoulatergirl.

Theyhugandshewalksaway,Khethelorestsback

onherchairbrushingherface.Maziyaneedsto

sharethesecretonhowhedoesthisandmakesit

looksoeasy.

AmessagefromKhathusendinghiscondolences

comesthroughandshesendsastickerasareply

thenlogsoffWhatsAppandfocusesonwork.

SANELISIWE-MASIBIYA



Nonhlanhla'shouseisgettingpackedbyrelatives

andfriendswhoareheretosupportNonhlanhla

duringthisdifficulttime.Itwarmsherhearttosee

allMazwakhe'schildrengatheredaroundand

supportNonhlanhla.

Thefuneralishappeningtomorrowandit'sbeen

hellofadayofmakingarrangements,thefatigue

fromtheboysisvisibleintheireyesandhowthey

walk.

Shetakesamomentawayfromthekitchenand

goestothebackofthehousetosmokewhenshe

catchesPhakamanidoingsomethingonphones.

It'slikeheistransferringsomefilesfromonephone

toanother.

Phakamani:Sane,youscaredme…

Sanelisiwe:Uzozeuthukenjewhatareyoudoing

here?



Phakamani:Nothingyoushouldworryyourself

about.

Sanelisiwe:Phakamani…

Phakamani:Look,I'llgohomeandrestnowbutI'll

beherefirstthingtomorrowmorning.

Sanelisiwe:Isyourfathercoming?

Phakamani:Hecan'tmisshisson'sburial,he's

goingtobehere.

Sanelisiwe:Okaythen,gorest,tomorrowisstill

anotherheavyday.

Phakamani:Sure,goodnight.

HeleavesandbumpsintoNhloniphowhoisalso

hereforasmoke.Shegiveshimthelighterandthey

keepquiet,unlikewithPhakamani,theyhardlytalk

withNhlonipho.

Nhlonipho:Whatadayithasbeen,I'mso

exhausted.



Sanelisiwe:Iwasjusttellingyourbrothertoget

somerestbecausethere'sstillalottodotomorrow.

I'llsaythesamethingtoyouaswell.Findaroom

andsleep.

Nhlonipho:Thishouseisbigbutithasbecome

smallbecauseofeveryonewho'shere.Besides,I

leftmypregnantgirlfriendathome…

Sanelisiwe:Pregnant?Wait,areweexpectinga

baby?

Nhlonipho:Yeah,wellshe'smyexactually…

Sanelisiwe:Ohmyword,congratulationsNhlonipho!

Didyourparentsknowyourmomspecifically?

Nhlonipho:Shedoesn'tbutdadknows.Ihaven't

hadtimetotellher,notthatsheisinterestedinmy

lifeanyway.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,youshouldtellherthough.I

meansheneedstohearthisfromyoumorethan

elsewhere.

Nhlonipho:I'lltellher,oncethedustsettles.

Sanelisiwe:Good,overall,congratulations,Iknow



youaregoingtobeagoodfatherbecauseyouwere

raisedbyone.

Nhlonipho:IpraythatatleastIbecomehalfthe

manhewas.

Sanelisiwe:YouareaspiritualpersonNhlonipho,

don'taspiretobeanyoneelseotherthanyou.Allow

thespirittoguideyouandyoucannevergowrong.

Andwearehere,asyourmotherstoofferyou

support,youknowIlovebabysitting.

Nhlonipho:Yousuredo;butyouneedtobabysit

yoursnow.Saneleisgone,there'sagapnow.

That'swhatwasonhermindtoo,butbefore

Sanele'spassing,sheintendedonbringingthis

topicupwithMazwakhe.

Nhlonipho:Letmegotothehouseandtellmy

motherI'mleaving.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,I'llfollowyoushortly.



NhlonipholeavesandSanelisiwepicksthe

cigarettesandthrowsthematthebin.Herphone

rings,iPhakadelakheiscalling.(husbandiscalling.)

Sanelisiwe:Maziya…

Mazwakhe:MaGumede,howareyou?

Sanelisiwe:Itwouldbebetterifyouwerebymy

side.

Mazwakhe:Iknow,I'msorryI'mnotthere.

Sanelisiwe:It'sokay,justfocusongettingbetterso

thatyoucanfullycomebacktous.

Mazwakhe:Ispoketothedoctor,hepermittedme

tocometomorrowandthatI'llhaveregularchecks

upsinceIrefusedtoreturntothehospitalafterthe

funeral.

Sanelisiwe:That'sgoodnews,meansyour

conditionisnotthatbad.

Mazwakhe:Yeahit'snot,Ihavespokento

Phakamaniwhowillbefetchingmetomorrow.

Pleasegivehimmysuitfortomorrow.



Sanelisiwe:HehasalreadyleftbutI'llprepareitand

makesurehegetsit.

Mazwakhe:Thankyou,we'lltalktomorrow.

Sanelisiwe:Havesomerest,Iloveyou.

Mazwakhe:Iloveyoumore.

Thecallendsandshereturnsbackinsidethe

house…

THEFUNERAL

MazwakhearrivedwithPhakamaniearlyinthe

morningbalancinghiswalkwithonewalkingstick

whilePhakamaniheldhishandsincetheslingwas

holdingtheotherone.

Hewasseatedonthefrontsurroundedbyhis

brothersandSonsallwearingblack,whilehiswives

wereonthefloorwithNonhlanhla,hisdaughters



behindhimandobservedastheservicetookplace.

Thespeechesweremadewhichmadepeoplecry

evenmoreandtheymovedtothecemeteryand

Sanele'stinybodywentdowntotheground.

Nonhlanhlacouldn'tholditinandcriedsoloudas

themenstartedpouringsoilonhiscoffin.

Mazwakheinsupportofhissonsbothwenttodrop

thesoilinthegraveandrecitedclannameswithhis

voicebreakingandtearsstreamingdownhisface,

healmostfellinsidethegravebutthankGod

NhloniphoandPhakamaniwereveryvigilantand

managedtoholdhimstill.

Nowthepeopleareeatingbackhomeandsomeare

sayingtheirgoodbyesleaving.Nosiphospots

Howardamongstthecrowdbusyfanninghimself

andpressinghisphone.



Shedishesupforhimfromthepastor’sportionand

carriesittohim.Heliftshisheadupandremoves

theshadeshe'swearing.AhGodthismansmells

goodyooh,shewantstocryrightnowsothathe

canhugher.

Nosipho:Hi,Ibroughtyoufood.

Howard:Thankyou,I'mactuallygood,Iwantedto

seeyourfatherbeforeIleave.

Nosipho:Oh..

Sheisdisappointedbuthetakestheplate.

Howard:ButI'lleatsothatyoudon'tgetoffended.

Nosipho:Iwasn'tgoingto..

Shelies,alreadyshewasswearingathiminher

mind.



Nosipho:Youcamealonetoday?

Howard:Ididn'tleave,Benjaminendedupgoing

backalone.

Nosipho:Okay,thankyouforcomingand

supportingourdad.

Howard:He'sagoodman,hedoesn'tdeservethis.

It'ssad,Ifoundmyselftriggeredtoday.

Nosipho:I'msorry,didyoualsoloseachild?

Howard:Wife,I'mwidowed,mywifepassedawaya

yearandhalfago.

Lifeissonotfair,suchahunkisalreadyawidow?

Butonapositiveside,he'savailable!

Nosipho:I'msorrytohearthat,I'msureitmust

havebeenhard.

Howard:Very,especiallytoourson.ButwithGod's

gracewesurvived.



Nosipho:That'sgood,Imeanwhatdoesn'tkillyou

makesyoustronger,right?

Howard:Definitely,soyouarealsogoingtomove

pastthis.

"MrSaints"

Mazwakhesaysbehindherandshegetsupmaking

aspaceforherfathertositandgoesbacktothe

tentwhereMbalipullsheraside.

Mbali:Who'sthat?

Nosipho:Who?

Mbali:Themanyoualmostswallowedwithyour

eyes?

Nosipho:(chuckling)Youaresodramatic,heis

dad'sbusinesspartner.

Mbali:Okay,he'shot.



Nosipho:Right!?

Mbali:ButIlovemytallanddarkmansoI'llpass…

Nosipho:Asyoushould,mntasehesmellssogood.

Mbali:Uthandaamadodawena!Youreyesare

wanderingevenatafuneral!

Nosipho:Pleaseleavemealone,Idon'twanttodie

alone.

MbalinudgesNosiphoatNhlonipho'sdirection.He

istalkingtohisgirlfriend.

Mbali:Babygirlispickingsomeweight…

Nosipho:Andglowingtoo,Ithoughttheybrokeup!

Mbali:Sis,theysaydon'tgetinvolvedinthe

businessoftwopeoplethatknoweachothernaked.

Nosipho:Preach!I'mneverenteringmyselfagain.

Mbali:Holdon,that'smymanthere,I'mcoming

back.



Nosipho:Thenyoublamemeforhavinga

wanderingeye!

PHAKAMANI

AftereveryonehadleftMazwakheandNonhlanhla

aloneattheirhousetotalkaboutwhathappened

sincetheyhaven'thadachanceto,Phakamani

decidedtogoandseeRefiloe.

Heneedstoclearhismindfromallthisfamily

dramathatishappeningaroundandbeatpeacefor

afewhours.

RefiloeispreparingKefilweforbedtimebythetime

hearrivesandthelittlegirlissohappytoseehim

whichwarmshisheart.Hegivesherthetoysand

snackstoattendtobeforeturningtohermother.



Phakamani:Sthandwasami,howhaveyoubeen?

Refiloe:Sthandwasakhoaftersomanydaysofnot

talkingtoeachother?

Phakamani:IknowbabybutIhavebeendealing

withalot…

Refiloe:Ofcourseyouare.

Phakamani:Iburiedmylittlebrothertoday,Idon't

wantustofight.

Shelookstakenbackandguiltywashesdownher

face.Ifshecalledortextedhim,shewouldhave

knownwhathewasgoingthrough.

Refiloe:Phakamani,I'msorryIdidn'tknow.

Phakamani:Ididn'ttellyouI'malsosorry,

everythinggottoomuchforme.Fromorganizing

thefuneraltoall.

Refiloe:Ifeelbadnow,whathappened?

Phakamani:Caraccident,Sanelewaswithmy



fatherbuthesurvived.

Refiloe:WethankGodforhislife.Iknowthat

nothingmakessensenowbutGodisincontroland

heknowstheplansforus.

Phakamani:Idon'twanttotalkaboutit.Hisplans

areverystupidandlackstiming,whatachildgotto

dowiththat?

RefiloekeepsquietandPhakamanisighs.

Phakamani:I'msorry,it'sjustnotfairandhurts.

Refiloe:Icanimagine,I'msorry.

Shegiveshimatighthuganddoesnotsay

anything.Thisisexactlywhatheneeded,comfort

fromhiswoman.

Phakamani:Iknowthingsareabitshakyatthe

momentandthatwestartedoffonthewrongfoot



butpleasedonotgiveuponme,us.Youarethe

onlypositiveandgoodthinghappeninginmylife

rightnow.Iwanttoinvestinyou,us.Pleasegive

meanotherchancetocorrectmywrongsand….

Refiloeattackshimwithakissandhekissesher

backpassionately.Wow,heisevencryingastears

streamhisface.Shewipesthemwithherthumb.

Refiloe:Yourwayofdoingthingsfrustratesmealot

sometimesbutIalsohavealottoimproveon.Ilove

youandIamwillingtogiveusachance.

Phakamani:Thankyou…

Refiloe:Ononecondition…

Phakamani:Nameit.

Refiloe:Youaregoingtoattendtherapy.

Hewantstoprotestbutthelookshe'sgivinghim

makeshimsurrender.



Phakamani:Ifthat'swhatit'sgoingtotakeforusto

bealrightandhappy,I'lldoit.

Refiloe:Thankyoubaby.Doyouwantcoffeeor

anything?

Phakamani:No,Iwanttocuddle…

Refiloe:(blushing)YouaremourningPhakamani,

youstillhavetodosomecleansing…

Phakamani:(smirking)IsaidIwanttocuddle,Idon't

knowwhereyourmindisat.

Sherollshereyesgoingtothebedandhelaughsas

hestartsstrippinghisclothes.Hisphonevibrates,

it'samessagesenttoNonhlanhla.

Hecloned(hacked)herphonebecausehebelieves

thattheanswersliethere.Hesitsonthebedand

opensit.



"Nhlahi.Iknowweagreedonnotcontactingeach

otherafterthatnightbutIcan'tjustkeepquietafter

whathappened.Itwassosadseeingyoucrylike

thattodayatthecemeteryandIwantedtogiveyou

ahugsobad.

I'msosorryyouaregoingthroughthis,pleaseknow

thatI'mhereforyouifyouwanttotalk.Askies

nana"

Hechucklesindisbeliefandcopiesthenumberand

searchestoseewhoitbelongsto.Awholeprofile

ofhimpopsup.

Phakamani:Lenjainesibindi,idlelababaumfaziebe

emholela!(Thismanhasalivertofuckmydad's

wifewhilehepayshissalary)

Refiloe:Whosethat?

Phakamani:Urhmnoonebaby,Iamjustthinking



outloud.

Hesavesalltheinformationinasafelockerand

finishestakingoffhisclothes.Refiloeisinfull

pyjamagearwithagownontopandPhakamani

laughs.

Refiloe:Whatareyoulaughingat?I'mprotectingus

withthisgown.

Phakamani:Refiloe,youaregoingtofaint.Takethe

gownoffandIpromisethatIwon'ttemptyou.

Refiloe:Okaythen..

MANDISA

SheisgivingKhetheloamassageanddebates

silentlyaboutbringingthetopicthat'sonhermind.



Mandisa:Babe,areyousleeping?

Khethelo:No,Imightbesoonthoughbecauseyour

handsaresogood.

Mandisa:Pleasedon'tsleep,Iwantustotalkabout

something.

Khetheloturnsaroundandlaysonherbacklooking

ather.

Khethelo:What'sup?

Mandisa:Iwantustovisitthattopicofkids,

marriageandthefutureagain

Khethelosighs,sheknowsthetimingisoffbutit's

nowornever.

Mandisa:Iknowwhatyouaregoingtosaybutbaby

wehavetomoveonwithourlives.Iwantafuture

withyouKhetheloandthatincludesmarryingyou.



Nowmyfirstquestionis,areyougoingtousemy

surname?

Khethelo:No,I'lluseadoublebarren.

Mandisa:O-kay,Ithoughtitwouldbeniceforyouto

takemySurnameandItakeyours.

Khethelo:Youcantakeminewhilekeepingyours

butI'mnotcompletelyridingmyidentity.

Mandisa:OkayIhearyou.Anotherthing,whatkind

ofmarriagecontractarewegoingtohave?

Khethelo:Wearegoingtosignaprenup.

Mandisa:Prenup?

Khethelo:Yes,Iamnotdoingthis"whatisyoursis

minewhatmineisyours"thing.

Mandisa:(chuckling)It'scalled"communityof

propertyagreement"babe.

Khethelo:Yesthat,I'mnotdoingit.

Mandisa:Butwhythough?Imeanwhat'sthe

purposeofgettingmarriedifyouarenotwillingto

riskitallwithmeanddoingeverythingtogether?



Khethelo:That'swhythere'ssomethingcalled

Prenup.Baby;canwefinishthisconversationsome

othertime?I'mreallyexhausted.

Mandisa:It'sokay,I'llgoswitchoffthelights.

Sheputsonhersleepersandgoestothekitchen

andputstheglassestheywereusingfordrinksin

thesinkandswitchoffthelightsproceedingtothe

loungeandpickupKhethelo'sbriefcasesheleft

heresinceyesterday.

Somethingtellshertoopenit,shelooksback

contemplatingwiththisthoughtbutfinallyopensit.

Firstthingsheseesisafilewrittenwithboldletters

CONFIDENTIAL.

Curiositykilledthecatastheysay,sheopenitand

hereyesdoesn'tbelievewhattheyareshowingher:

KhetheloSibeko;ActingCEOofSibekoFamily

Holdings.



Mandisa:What?Sothisisthereasonwhyshe's

talkingabout"klinupthisklinupthat"

Shehearsfootstepsandquicklyputseverything

awaybeforeshegetshere.

Khethelo:Whatareyoudoingwithmybag?

Mandisa:IwastidyingupsoIwantedtobringitto

thebedroom.

Khethelo:Okay,there'ssomethingIwantinthereso

pleasegiveittome.

Mandisa:Didn'tyousayyouweresleeping?

Khethelo:Iwas,anemailwokemeup.

Mandisahandsthebagandwatchesather

curiously.



Mandisa:Youareworkinghardthesedaysneh?

Khethelo:Youhavenoidea,let'sgotobed.

Mandisa:I'llfollowyoushortly.

Khethelo:(smiling)Don'tkeepmewaiting…

Mandisasmilesuntilshedisappearsandsitsdown

onthecouchpressinghardonthembreathingout.

Mandisa:(talkingtoherself)She'slyingtomewitha

straightface!Howcouldshe?

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER53

NONHLANHLA

Themomentshehasbeendreadingishere,itis

nowonlyherandMazwakheanditistimetheyget



totalkaboutwhathappenedthepastfewdays.He

lookverydevastatedandpained,asanyparent

would,becausesuchanincidentisnotfairatall.

Nonhlanhla:Howareyoufeeling?Imeanphysically?

Mazwakhe:Mybodyisinpainbutthereisnopain

thatbeatstheoneofknowingthatmysonisgone

andheisnevercomingback.Whatkillsmethe

mostisthathediedrightinfrontofmyeyes.Isaw

thefearinhiseyesbeggingmetosavehim,the

screamsandhowhejustcrushedinfrontofmy

eyes….

Herbodyistremblingasheexplainallofthis,sheis

thinkingofthepainhersonenduredbeforehissoul

lefthisbodyandtothinkthatsheisindirectly

involvedinthismakesherwishsheleftassoon

Mazwakhetoldhersothantryingtoseekhelpfrom

herbrotherbecauselooknowthemesssheisin.

ShelostheronlychildandconnectiontoMazwakhe,

ifthingswereokaybetweenthem,shewasgoingto



saythattheytryforanotherbabybutafterher

cheatingsaga,Mazwakewillnottouchher.

Nonhlanhla:Iamsorry,Ireallydonotknowwhatto

sayordointhissituation.Itfeelslikeahorrible

nightmarethatIkeeponprayingthatIwakeup

from.Butseeinghiscoffingodownwasa

confirmationthatheisreallygone.

Mazwakhe:Itriedtoprotecthim,Ireallydidbut….

Nonhlanhla:Itwasbeyondyourcontrol,thisisnot

onyouMaziya.

Amomentofsilencepassesbybetweenthem,itis

soawkward,theyshouldbeinbedcryingoneach

other’schestatthismoment.

Nonhlanhla:Aboutleaving,Canyoupleasegiveme

atleastamonthtosortmythingsoutandmynext

move?

Mazwakhe:Whereareyougoingtogo?



Isheaskingbecausehecaresorcuriousorasksto

passtime?

Nonhlanhla:IamstilldecidingbutIcan’tgoback

home.

Mazwakhe:Thereisgoingtobeadivorce

settlement,Ibelievethatitwillhelpyoustartover.

Divorcesettlement?Shethoughtthatafterwhathe

knowsabouther,heisnotgoingtoleaveanything

forherbutclearlyMazwakheisakindand

considerateman,shemessedup,lostgoldwhile

chasingthestars.

Nonhlanhla:Iknowyouhavequestions,Iguessthis

istheonlychancewehavetotalkandaddress

everythingelse.

Mazwakhe:Ijustneedtounderstandyourreasons

togooutsideandcheat.That'sall,makeme

understand.DidIdosomethingwrong?

Nonhlanhla:(sighs)Theonlywrongthingyoudidis



youmarriedMaziyaandnottoonewifebut3!

WhenIworkedforyou,itusedtobefunsneaking

aroundandallbutwhenIbecameyourwifefull

time,ithithardhavingtowaitforyoutorotate

yourselvesaroundus.

Mazwakhe:Butthat'stheagreementyougotinto

knowingverywellwashappening.Whatdidyou

thinkwasgoingtohappen?

Nonhlanhla:LikeIsaid,itwasfunwhenIwasyour

secretsidechickbutwhenIbecameyourwife,I

neededyoumore.Ihadactuallythoughtthatsince

wehadababyandwasanewwife,youweregoing

togivemoreattention.

Mazwakhe:Sothisismyfault?

Nonhlanhla:No,youtriedyourbesttosatisfyusbut

truthisitcanneverbeenough.Iappreciate

everythingthatyoudidformeandhowyou

elevatedmylifeandthebeautifulboywecreated.

Mazwakhe:Iwanttoask,didyoueverloveme?

Nonhlanhla:Yes,Idid,stilldo.



Mazwakhe:Iloveyoutoobutsometimeslovealone

isnotenough.Lovewithouttrustisdangerous.I

don'twanttotorturemyselfwiththis.Forthesake

ofmyson'sspiritandthememoriesweshared,I

wouldloveustopartwaysamicable.

It'sreallyhappening,he'snotstutteringorbeating

bythebushwiththat.

Nonhlanhla:Okay…

Mazwakhe:I'mtired,Ineedtolaymybodydown.

Nonhlanhla:Whereareyougoingtosleep?

Mazwakhe:Sanele'sbedroom.Pleasepack

everythingthatbelongstome,thishousewillbe

auctioned.

Nonhlanhla:Okay,letmeknowifyouneedanything

else.

Henodsandlimpshiswayoutoftheroomand



Nonhlanhlaexhales,relievedthathedidn'tpushto

knowwho'sthepersonshecheatedwith.Clearly

Sanele'sdeathisoccupyinghismind.

Shechecksherphoneandseesamessagefrom

Sceloanddeletesitimmediately,tossingherphone

aside.

KHETHELO

Mandisaleftbeforeherforworkwithanotethat

shehasearlymeetingstoattendtoandKhethelo

triedcallingherbutshedidn'tpickup.

Todayshe'sofficiallymeetingtheboardmembers

andnervesaredealingwithherasshepacesup

anddowninherfather'sofficepreparingher

speech.



Mfundo,thePAthatKhathuisheretoseehim.

Okaythisisnotthegoodtime,shesawhimbriefly

afterthefuneralandsheregretstellinghimthathe

worksherenow.

Hewalksincarryingflowersandchocolatesthathe

placesontopofthetable,hisscentfillsupthe

wholeoffice.

Khathu:FlowersformadamCEO.

Khethelo:ThankyouKhathu

Khathu:Iamfromaheavynightdutyshiftandon

mywayIthoughtIshouldpassbyandsayhi.

Khethelo:That'sverythoughtfulofyouKhathu.It's

notagoodtimethoughbecauseIamhavinga

meetinginthenext30minutesandI'mstressed.

Khathu:Youdon'tevenhavetotellme,it'swritten

alloveryourface.Youaretense.

Khethelo:YeahImeanI'llbemeetingthesemen

whomotherswillcriticisedad'sdecision



Khathu:Thelawyerwillbetherewithyou,right?

Khethelo:Yeah,that'swhathesaid.

Khathu:Thenyougotnothingtoworryabout.Tell

youwhat,Ihaveasecrettohelpyourelax.

Hegetsupfromhischairandcomesbehindhers.

Herheartskipsabitathisaurahoveringoverher

andclearsherthroatwhenKhathuplaceshishands

onhershoulders.

Khathu:Pleaserelax,closeyoureyes,leanbackand

relax.

KhetheloexhalesandKhathuunbuttonhershirtto

getmoreaccesstoherskinandhisbaretouchis

doingthingstoherthathermindknowsarewrong

butherbodyscreamsyes.

Adoctorwithgoodandsofthands,hetellsher



abouttheknotsonhershouldersthatarebuilding

upandKhethelosaysit'spressureandworkstress.

Hishandsfindtheirwayonherboobseverynow

andthen,surprisinglysheisnotcomplainingbut

enjoysthetouch.Sheturnstolookathimandhis

faceiswaytooclosetheyalmostkiss.

Khathu:Youaregoingtobelateforyourmeeting.

Hesaysandstepsbackwithasatisfactorysmirk,

Khethelocursessilentlyfeelingbetrayedbyher

bodyforwantingmoreofthat.

NHLONIPHO

Heisatthefuneralparlorandhadjustsenther

motheraWhatsAppmessagetellingherabout

Lumkabeingpregnant.Heknowsshewon'trejoice



overthenewsbutithastobedonebecausesoon,

Lumkaandherfamilyhavetocomeandreportthe

pregnancy.

HecopiedthesamemessageforThabisileandhis

sistersthenputhisphoneasidegettingbackto

work.

Afteranhourofworking,tryingbyallmeansto

ignoretheurgeoftouchinghisphoneandreading

theresponses,Phakamanicalls.

Beforehecouldanswer,Scelowalksinwithfileson

hishandsandNhloniphosignalsforhimtositdown

ashetakesthecall.

Nhlonipho:Bafo…

Phakamani:HeyNhlonipho,whyareyounot

respondingtoyourWhatsAppmessages?



Nhlonipho:I'vebeenbusybutletmecheck.

Hereadsthemessagestillonthecall,ignoringthe

restandlooksatScelooppositehim.

Phakamani:Doyouunderstandwhatyouneedto

dooryouwantmetoexplainfurther?

Nhlonipho:No,Igetit.

HetypestellingPhakamanithathe'sactuallyright

infrontofhim.

Phakamani:Thetimeisnow,I'llmeetyouatthe

address.

Nhlonipho:Sure…

ThecallendsandhelooksatScelowhoclearshis

throat.



Scelo:MrSibeko,doyouhavetime?

Nhlonipho:Notreally,Ineedyoutoaccompanyme

somewhere.There'saclientcomplainingaboutour

servicesandcausingdrama.Onlyourphysical

approachwillcalmthismatter.Shallwego?

Scelo:Ofcourse,Imeananythingtosavethe

company'sreputation.

Nhloniphonodsandgetsuppickinghisphoneand

carkeysandleadsScelotothecompany'scar.He

drivesoutofthebuildingfollowingthelocation

Phakamanisenthim.

Nhlonipho:Scelo,whatisyourtakeonpeople

cheatingontheirpartners?Specificallymarried

women?

Scelo:(chuckling)WhatcanIsay?Imeaneveryone

doeswhatevertheywantwiththeirbodiesandtime.

Nhlonipho:Wouldyousleepwithamarriedwoman?



Scelo:Thoseonesaremorefunandexciting…

Nhlonipho:Evenifherhusbandisyourboss?

Hisfacialexpressionchangesimmediatelyandhe

triestoopenthedoorbutNhlonipholocksitand

pullsouthisgun.

Nhlonipho:Wheredoyouthinkyouaregoing?

Scelo:Nhloniphomfe2,pleasedonotkillme,Ihave

adaughterthatIstillhavetoreunitewithandbea

father.

Nhlonipho:OhIwon'tkillyou;hewill.

Hedropsthegunanddrivesthroughtheempty

basementlobbyandparksthecar.Thisplaceis

emptyandhuge,heforcesSceloout.

Scelo:PleaseNhlomfe2,whatarewedoinghere?



RightthenPhakamaniappearssmokingand

walkingslowlytothem.HeshakesNhlonipho's

hands.

Phakamani:Youcangobacktoworkbafo.Andyou,

comewithme,Maziyawanttotalktoyou.

Scelo:Nhlonipho,don'tleavemehere!

Nhlonipho:Eistopwhiningbaba,marriedwomen

arefun,thisistheresultofhavingfunke!

Scelo:(crying)Awungazengafangashiyaingane

yamiuKefilweincane!(I'mgoingtodieandleave

mydaughterKefilwesoyoung)

Phakamani:Sorry,whatdidyousay?

Scelo:PleaseBafethudon'tkillme…

Phakamani:Eistopbeingasissy,who'syour

daughter'sname?

Scelo:Kefilwe…



Phakamanirubsthecornerofhisforeheadwithhis

gunasifhedidn'thearcorrectly.

Phakamani:Whatishermother'sname?

Nhloniphoisnowwatchingcuriously,heisnot

leavingthisdrama!Scelohasstoppedcrying

becausehecantellthatsomethingisfishy.It

seemslikePhakamaniknowssomething.

Scelo:HermotherisRefiloeNkadimeng,whydo

youask?

NhloniphowhistlesandPhakamaniclockhisgun

andpushesSceloforward.

Phakamani:Move,babadoesn'thavethewholeday!



Tobecontinued…

(Thanksforsupportingoursponsor.I'lltrytocatch

upandpostmoretomorrowsinceI'llbeworking

fromhome )
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PHAKAMANI

HepushesScelotothesmallroomwhere

Mazwakheisinandforceshimtosit,Mazwakhe

slowlyturnsaroundandtheshockinhisfacewhen

heseesSceloisunmatched.Phakamanididn’ttell

himitwashimmessingwithNonhlanhlasothathe

getstoseeithimself.

Mazwakhe:Phakamani,whatisScelodoinghere?

Phakamani:It’shimbaba…

Mazwakhe:Phakamani,Iaskedyoutobringthe

manwhowasmessingwithmywifesoIcanlookat



himandwishhimluck.Whatisthis?

Phakamani:Sceloisthatman…

Mazwakhelooksdefeatedandsighsrubbinghis

eyes.

Mazwakhe:Icannotbelievethis,MrNkosi?Youare

fuckingwithmywife?

Scelo:MrSibeko…

Mazwakhe:Youdiditdeliberately,neh?Afteryou

camecryingformeforajob,thisisthethanksIget?

Scelo:NoSirIwasn’treallythinking.Thingis

Nonhlanhlaismyexand….

Mazwakhe:Anexthatismarried,ordoesthatnot

matter?

Phakamani:Nah,heistrashbynature.Ifheisnot

abusingwomen,beatingthemupuntiltheyendup

inahospitalwithbrokenribs,abandoningtheirkids

andrefusingtopaypapgeld,hesleepswith



people’swives.

Mazwakhe:Huh?

Phakamani:HeisRefiloe’sexandbabydaddy.

Mazwakhe:Whatdoyouthinkweshoulddo?

Phakamani:Wecan’tkillhimforsleepingwith

Nonhlanhlabecausehedidnotforceher.Sheisthe

marriedone,sheshouldhavebehavedbetter.Not

thatIamjustifyingheractionsbutRefiloewillnever

forgivemeonthisone.I'malreadythreadingonthin

iceafterkillingJacob.

Mazwakhe:Youareright,Iforgottoaskhowthe

reunionhappened?Whoapproachedtheotherfirst?

Sceloswallowshissalivaandwipeshisface

kneelingdownonthefloor.

Scelo:MrSibekopleaseforgiveus,shetoldmeshe

wasmarriedbutIkeptonpressingandfollowing



heraround,shefinallygaveinafterIcapitalisedon

herlonelinessandvulnerability.

Mazwakhe:(shakinghishead)Andthisistheman

Nonhlanhlachosetocheatonmewith?How

disappointing!Consideryourselffired,Iwonder

howareyougoingtomaintainher?Dowhatever

youwantwithhim,Iamoutofhere…

HelimpshiswayoutandPhakamanitiesSceloon

achairandputsatapeoverhismouth.Hedials

Refiloeputtingthecallonaloudspeakerasitrings

ontheotherside.

Refiloe:Love…

Phakamani:Mama,Howiswork?

Refiloe:Veryexhausting,Iamsolookingforwardto

knockingoffandjustbeinghomeandresting.How

isyourday?

Phakamani:Quitebusy,Idon’twanttokeepyou

fromwork,Ihaveaquickquestionforyou.



Refiloe:Yeah?

Phakamani:Ifyouweretobegivenpowertopunish

yourexforeverythingthatheputyouthrough,what

woulditbe?

Refiloe:Whydoyouaskmesuchaquestion?

Phakamani:Iwasthinkingaboutittoday,everything

thatheputyouthrough,whatkindofpunishment

hedeserves?

Refiloe:Phew,wellthisisrandom.Consideringthe

factthatIamChristianandallbutifIweretohave

suchpower,Iwouldmakesurehefeelsthesame

physicalpainheputmethrough,possiblylandhim

inICUwithbrokenribs.

PhakamanismirkswhileSceloshakeshishead

withtearsrunningthroughhisface,lookingathim.

Sohehasthepowertohitpowerlesswomenbut

shithimselfwhenhispeersshowup?



Phakamani:Alrightbaby,maybekarmawilldeal

withhimandGodwillusekarmatopunishhimas

youwish.Haveagreatdayatwork,Iloveyou.

Refiloe:Iloveyoutoo,stayoutoftrouble.

Hedropsthecallandputshisphoneasideand

walkstoScelountyinghim,alsoremovingthegag

aroundhismouth.

Phakamani:Well,youheardwhatRefiloesaid,Iam

yourkarma!

Hehithimwithtwomeanpunchesabovehisjaw

lineandsteppedbackwaitingforhimtoretaliateso

thathecouldbeattheshitoutofhim….

Phakamani:Comeon,showmewhatyougot!

NOSIPHO



ShespentherdaydroolingoverHoward’s

Instagrampagelookingathispictures.There’sstill

somepicturesofhimandthewife,shewassucha

verygorgeoushun.Callhercrazybutshestalked

thedeadbygoingtohertimelineanddamn,atrue

definitionofaslayqueenwithbrains,theMrs

Saintswasflame,theirsonisthetestimonytothat.

Heissuchahandsomelittleboy,shewouldn’tmind

beingastepmothertohimshame.

Seeinghowthirstyhoesarealloverhispictures,

sendinghimaDMwasgoingtobeuselesssoshe

googledhimandcalledhisofficepretendingto

seeksomelegalassistancethatwasurgent.They

gaveherhispersonalnumberandshedidn’twaste

anytimebutsenthimatextmessagehitting

straighttothepointandtoldhimthatshefoundhim

attractiveandlikedhim,thatshewouldlovean

opportunitytoknowhimbetter…



Nowsheishesitatingwhethertodoafollowupcall

tothattextsinceheisnotrespondingafteralmost

30minutesthemessagewassent.Sheachieved

themessagebytheway.Hermindquicklyreminds

himhowunsexythatwilllooklike,shedoesn’twant

toenduplookingdesperateandcheap.Attheend

ofthedayHowardisdoingbusinesswithherfather

sowhatevershedoesshouldnotendup

embarrassingherfather.

Atextmessagecomesthroughonherphoneand

shealmostfallsfromthechairsheisseatedon

whensheseesHowardresponding.Itreadsas

follows….

“HiNosipho,wowImustsayyourmessageleftme

flattered,funnybecauseIwasthinkingaboutyou.I

haveafewhourstosparebeforecatchingmyflight

backtoJoburg.Maybeyoucancomethroughto

myhotelsowecantalk,yeah?”



Heattacheshisaddressnexttothetextand

Nosiphoscreamsherlungsoutwhichresultsinher

motherrushingintocheckwhat'swrong.

Nokubonga:What'swrong?

Nosipho:(pressingherlipstogether)Nothingmama.

Ihavetogo.

Nokubonga:Wait,didNhloniphotellyouthatthe

skinnywizardispregnant?

Ohthat?Yes,itmakessensewhythegirlisnow

glowing.She'sgoingtobetherichAunt?Great!

Nosipho:Yes,hetoldme,I'mhappyforhim,you

guysneedgrandkidstokeepyoucompany.

Nokubonga:Keepuscompany?Iamwaytooyoung

tobeagrandmother!Nhloniphoungihlolelani?

Nosipho:Yourdramakekodwagirl!Iknowhalfof

thefamilydoesn'tlikethegirl,myselfincludedbutit



wouldn'thurttobesupportiverightnow.Wearenot

doingitforher;butNhlonipho.Sobenice.

Nokubonga:(sighs)Youareright;Ijustwishitwas

someoneelsebutwhatcanwesay.

Nosipho:Nothing,pleaseleavegirl,Iwantto

preparemyself.

Nokubonga:Ihopeyouarenotgoingtoseeanother

oldthugwhiteman.

Nosiphorollshereyes,usheringhermotherout,

she'snotgoingtoentertainthisnegativeenergy;

notnow.Howardiswaiting.

MANDISA

Shecamebackfromworkearlytodaybecauseshe

wasn'tfeelingtoowellandgoshbeingateacherin

highschoolshouldbeaddedin"100waystodie".

Theseteenagersaretrash.



Khetheloisstillnotbacksoshetakesoutthemeat

theyaregoingtohavelateranddefrostitwhile

restingherbodydownandlisteningtomusic.

HersleepgetsinterruptedbyKhethelokissingher

faceandsheopenshereyes.Howlongwasshe

sleepingifKhetheloisalreadybackfromwork?She

sitsupandlooksatheryawningandstretchesher

arms.

Mandisa:Heybabe,youareback?

Khethelo:YesandI'msorrytowakeyouup.How

wasyourday?

Mandisa:Exhausting;Icamebackearlierand

napped.Iwillbestartingtocooksoon…

Khethelo:Nodon't,wearegoingtoeatouttonight.

Wearecelebrating.

Mandisa:Really,whatarewecelebrating?



Khethelo:WellokayIhavebeenwaitingfortodayto

happensothatIcantellyouthisbut,asyouknow

dadwasinvolvedinanaccidentandall.Hedecided

tostepbackfromthebusinesswhileherecovers

notonlyphysicallybutpsychologicallyand

emotionallyaswell.Withhimaway,henominated

metobetheactingCEOinhisabsenceandtoday

theboardapproved!

Mandisafeelsemotionallyathowshejudged

Khetheloharshlyfornottellingherthis.Clearlyshe

waswaitingfortheapprovaloftheboardbefore

shegottosharesuchnews.

Mandisa:Ohwowbabe,I'msuperhappyforyou.

There'snoonedeservingofthispositionmorethan

you.

Khethelo:I'mjustgratefulthatdadtrustedmewith

suchahugeresponsibility.Ithinkheisfinally

comingoutandaroundyazi,makingitupforall

theseyearswedidn'tseeeyetoeye.



Mandisa:Hewasjustbeingafather,youwill

understandwhenyoufinallyhaveyourownchildren.

Howareyoursiblingsreactingtothesechanges?

Khethelo:Surprisinglywellandverysupportive

exceptNhlonipho'smother.Shecouldn'thideher

disapprovalofthis.

Mandisa:Wellshemustgoandhangherself,you

arethebossnow.

Khethelo:(smiling)I'mtheboss!

Mandisa:YouarebabeandI'mproudofyou.

Khethelo:Thankyou,forbeingsoamazing.

SometimesItendtoforgethowgoodyouhave

beentomebutIneedyoutoknowthatIloveyou…

Mandisa:(blinkinghereyelashesdramatically)

OkayI'mnotcrying.

Khethelo:(laughing)Youaredramatic,come,let's

showerandprepareforourdinnerdate…



SANELISIWE

ShewatchesinsilenceasMazwakhekeepson

gulpingdownthewhiskeydownhisthroatandshe

can'tkeepquietanymoreorelsethismanisgoing

todieunderherwatch.Shetakesthebottlefrom

him.

Sanelisiwe:Maziya,Ithinkthat'senoughbaba.

Mazwakhe:Justonelastglass…

Sanelisiwe:No,I'mgoingtobringyouwater.You

promisedthedoctorthatyouaregoingtodo

everythingtohealbutyouaredrivingyourselfto

death.

Mazwakhe:MaybeI'mbetteroffdeadthanthispain

I'mfeelingrightnow.

Sheputsthebottleawayandjoinshimonthe



couchandsitsnexttohim,touchinghisburning

face.Hecloseshiseyesandatearescapes.

Sanelisiwe:I'msorrysthandwasami,It'sgoingto

getbetterwithtime.Don'tbottleitin,it'sokaytocry

andletitallout.

Sheplaceshisheadonherchestandbrusheshis

backlikeababy.

Mazwakhe:Youknowyouaretheyoungest

amongstmywivesbutthegreatest.Thankyoufor

beingthekindofpersonyouare,MaGumede,for

allowingmetobethemanIAmtoyouandfor

beingmysafespace.

Sanelisiwe:Youloveme,Iamonlyreturningthe

favor.Igotyou,always.

Mazwakheliftshisfaceandlooksather.



Mazwakhe:HowdidIgetsolucky?

Sanelisiwe:(smiling)Well,youhelpedwithmytyre

whenIwasstrandedontheroad.Andasthey

say,therestishistory.

Mazwakhe:Speakingabouttyres..

Hereyespopoutandshesitsupstraight.

Sanelisiwe:Yeslove?

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Maybewecanvisitthe

dealershiptomorrow…

Sanelisiwescreamsandsqueezehimtightkissing

himallover

Mazwakhe:Okayeasy,mybodyishurting.

Sanelisiwe:I'msorry,it'sexciting!Thankyouso

muchlove,ifweweren'tmourning,Iwouldbe



tweakingontopofyourdickrightnow…

Heisunabletohidetheexcitementfromhispants

andtheblushfromhisface.

Mazwakhe:Well,I'mstillinjuredbutablowjob

won'thurt.

Sanelisiwe:Saynomore…

Shegetsonherkneesandunbuckleshisbelt….

HOWARD

It'sbeenoveranhournowwaitingforNosiphoto

come.Shereadhismessageanddidn'trespond.

Sheisnotansweringhiscallsandallofthisiskind

offrustratinghimandmakeshimregretwhyhe

evengaveherhistimeoftheday?



Heispackedandjusttookashowerandreadyto

hittheroadalthoughhestillhaveanotherhour

aheadbutclearlythere'snothingkeepinghimhere.

Hislowerbodyiscoveredwiththewhitetowelsas

heisbusydryinghimselfinfrontofthemirrorwhen

aknockscomesthroughhisdoor.Couldthehotel

staffcheckingifhe'salreadycheckedout.

Hegoestothedoorbusywipingthebackofhis

neckwiththetowelandopensthedoor.Hiseyes

fallonherhighheeledshoes,tonedsmoothlegs

andgoesallthewayuptotheminidressshe's

wearingandacoatcoveringituptilltheyfallinto

herface.

Shelookslikeadoll,herbraidsneatlytiedupintoa

bun.Thewayshedidhermakeupkindofremind

himZana,notinthatwaybutbecauseshemarsters



thatdepartment.NosiphoherematchesZanain

thatdepartment.

Howard:Youarelate…

Nosipho:Iknow.

Shesaysandwalksfurtherinsidepassinghim,she

smellsgreat.Heclosesthedoorandturntofindher

seatedonthebedlookingather.Herconfidence

turnshimonsobadly!

Howard:Whatareyoulookingat?

Nosipho:You…

Howard:StaringisrudeMsSibeko.

Shechucklesandgetsupfromthebed,nowthey

arestandingfacingeachother.Sheistallinher

heels.



Nosipho:Howmuchtimedoyouhave?

Howard:Idon'thave,asyoucanseeI'malready

packedandleaving.Myflightisleavinginanhour.

Heliestotasteherresponsertothat.Shescansthe

roomandreturnhereyesbackathim.

Nosipho:Well,cancelyourtripthen.

Shesayswithastraightfaceandagain,heis

stunned!Hekeepsthecomposureandlooksather.

Howard:Whatisitforme?

Nosipho:Whateveryouwant,MrSaints.

Shesayswithasmirkandfuck!Whatisthiswoman

doingtohim?Heroughlypullshertohimandhis



handgooverherneckpullingherfaceintohis.He

smasheshislipsontohersandtheykiss…

Hisphoneringsfromthedressingtable,shetriesto

pullbackbutheholdsherstill,pressedagainsthis

body.

Nosipho:(whisperingthroughthekiss)Yourphone

isringing…

Howard:Theywillleaveamessage..

Hepusheshertothebedandshebouncesasshe

fallsonitandsmiles,thistimewarmlyandnot

cokcy…hedropshistowelandherthroatmovesup

anddownassheswallowshersaliva….

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER55

NARRATED

(REMOVED)

THABISILE

Sheisrelaxingonthecouchesaftertalkingto

Maziyaandcheckinghowheisdoing.Mbaliisbusy

pressingherphoneandrefusestochangethe

channelnowsheisforcedtowatchwhatevershow

she'swatchingbecauseshedoesn'twanttogoto

bedearly.

Thabisile:HowisEbuka?

ShedecidestobringMbali'sattentionbacktothe



roomandshestopstypingandlooksather.

Mbali:Heisfine,doingwell.ThanksforaskingMa.

Thabisile:Andyou?Whenlastdidyougotoyour

session?

Mbali:Imissedmysessionduetotheunexpected

sagabutIwillbegoingintomorrow.Imade

arrangementswithmydoctor.

Thabisile:Okay,I'mhappyyoumanagedtoretract

yourstepsbeforeyouwerefullydestroyed.Don't

everdothatMbali,nexttimeyouwon'tbesolucky.

Mbali:IlearnedmylessonandIthinkthingswillbe

betternowgoingforward.Sincethepressureof

beingthegoldenchildisover.

Thabisile:Abouttheabortionissueandcleansing

ceremony,Ithinkweshouldgiveyourdadachance

torecoveryandreturntohisnormalself.Wecan't

burdenhimwithmoreburdenthantheonehe

currentlyhas.

Mbali:(nodding)IunderstandMa,Iwillwait,atleast



nowyouknow.

Herphonevibrates,it'saWhatsAppmessagefrom

NonhlanhlasendingittotheirgroupasMazwakhe's

wives.

Thabisile:Haibo!

Mbali:Whatisit?

Thabisile:MamchunuandMaziyaaredivorcing!

Mbali:HaiMama,howcomewhentheyjustlosta

childjustyesterday?

Thabisile:That'swhatconfusesme,Mamchunuis

askingforprivacytogothroughthis.

Mbali:(Clappinghands)HaiIwonder!Ineversaw

thatonecoming.Coulditbethatsheisblaming

dadforthedeathofhersonmaybe?

Thabisile:Couldbebutit'stoosoonforthis.

Mbali:Well,callyourhusbandandenquire.



Thabisile:IwillaskSanelisiwe.

Mbali:Ihopetheywillbeabletofixthings.Imagine

mourningyourchildplusdivorce.Thatwhatdrove

meintodrugs,aftertheabortion,IfeltlikeIwas

losingEbuka.

Thabisilestopstypingandpaysattention.Izindaba

ziyaphumamanjesosheneedstofocus.Mbali

sighsandThabisilegivesherthe"goon"look.

Mbali:Wellhebrokeupwithmeafterithappened

andwereunitedonmy21st.Ihadissuesbelieving

thathehadforgivenme.Wassopressedand

depressedthatIevenofferedtoloanhimthelobola

money.

Thabisile:HaiboMbali!

Mbali:Herefused,Iwashurtandsawthatasasign

ofrejection.

Thabisile:I'mgladherefused,thatgoestoshowhe



isanhonestmannotjustaleech.

Mbali:(playingwithherring)Hereallyisagoodone,

Igotlucky.

Thabisile:Heistheluckyonetohaveyou.Despite

everything,youareasmartyoungladyandwe

raisedyouwell.Pleasedonotbottlethingsnext

time.Nomatterhowdifficultyouthinktheyare,I'm

yourmother.Amother'sloveforgivesallsins.

MbalismilesandrightthenPhakamaniwalksinand

hugshermotherbeforepinchingMbali'scheeks.

Phakamani:Ladies,howareyouguysdoing?

Mbali:Wegood,it'sgoodtoseeyouhometoday.

Thabisile:Saythatagain,wenolongerseehim

around.

Phakamani:Idramasalukazi,Ionlysleptoutonce

afterSanele’sfuneral.

Thabisile:Sleptoutwhere?



Phakamaniclearshisthroatuncomfortablyand

Thabisileshakesherheadlookingathisbandaged

knuckles.

Thabisile:Youguysshouldnotforgetthatweare

stillmourninglakhaya,whateveryoudoduringthis

periodoftimewilladdonyourbadluck.Mbali;dish

upforyourbrother.

Shegetsupfromthecouchandgoestothekitchen

andnowtheyareleftalone.

Thabisile:Phakamani,what'sgoingonwithyou?

Phakamani:Nothingisgoingonwithmemama,I'm

fine.

Thabisile:Youarenot,wherewereyou?

Phakamani:Butmama,withallduerespect,I'mold

tobeaskedsuch.



Thabisile:Wellnottoooldtoanswermyquestions.

Phakamani:(sighs)Iwaswithmygirlfriend…

Thabisile:Irememberverywellyourfathertelling

youthatnocohabitingisallowed,it'sevenworse

youareaman!

Phakamani:(laughing)Mama,relax.Iwasn't

cohabitingbutvisiting.

Thabisile:Whenareyoubringingheroversowecan

seeher?

Phakamani:Soon…

Thabisile:Ihopesheisagoodperson.

Phakamani:Sheis,youaregoingtoloveher.

Thabisile:I'mgoingtobed,haveyourselvesalovely

nightkids.

Mbali:(shoutingfromthekitchen)NightMa!

KHETHELO



ThedatebetweenherandMandisawasamazing,if

theyweren'tmourning,shewasgoingtotakethings

tothenextlevelassoonastheygothome.

Mandisaistakingoffthemakeupandshe's

preparingpopcorntosnackonastheywatchtheir

series.Workcanwaitabit,thisishertimeandbae.

Herphonevibratesandit'sKhathucalling.She

looksatthephoneandanswerscalmly.

Khethelo:Hello

Khathu:HiKhethy;yougood?

Khethelo:Iam,what'sup?Isthereanemergency?

Khathu:Urhmno,IthoughtIshouldcallandcheck

howthemeetingwent?

Khethelo:Itwentwell,thanksforasking.

Khathu:Justwell?Comeongirl,givemethedetails.



Khethelo:NoKhathu,Iwon'tbegivingyouany

detailsbecauseIamwithMandisaandweare

abouttowatchourseries.

Khathu:Ohsorry,Ididn'tmeantointrude.

Khethelo:Damnwellyouare!Unlessit'schurch

relatedorannouncementsthatImissed,don'tcall

ortextme!

Khathu:WhoaKhethelo,isthisyouorshe'sforcing

youtosaythis?

Khethelo:GotohellKhathu!Nx!

Shedropsthecallandthrowsthephoneonthe

table.Mandisawasright,shecouldn'tbelievehow

hespokeaboutMandisabeingcrazywhilehe

provokedher.Shehatesthefactthatheallowedher

totouchhertothatextentandactuallyenjoyedit.

Suchmistakeswillneverhappenagain.

Atextcomesthroughandshereadsitsilently.

"I'msorrytomakeyouangry,Ihopeyouaresafe".



Shedeletesandblockshim,maybethiswillbea

clearmessagetohim.

REFILOE

Kefilweisallhypedupandreadytogooutwith

Phakamani.It'sSaturdayandheaskedfora

momentwithherjusttakinghertothosefancykids

parkstoplay.MorelikeaFatheranddaughterdate

kindofthing.

Hearrivesontime,thankGodheisnotwearinghis

allblackattiretodayandlookssodamnhotthather

stomachhasgoosebumps.

Phakamani:Heybaby,issheready?

Refiloe:Asyoucansee,she'salreadyholdingher

bag.



Phakamani:HahaIcansee.Well,webetterbe

leaving,wehavealongdayaheadofus.

Refiloe:Ican'tbelieveyouguysareleavingme

behind,Iamsojealousrightnow.

Phakamani:Don'tbe,ourtimeiscoming.

Refiloe:Okay,havefunandenjoyyourselves.Don't

forgettosendmepictures.

PhakamanipicksKefilweupandkissesher.She

watchesastheygetinsidethecaranddriveaway

hooting.Onherreturntothehouse,sheclosesthe

doorandgrabshercandle,glassfillingupwith

waterandgoestohercornerwithherBible.

Refiloe:(praying)DearFather,thankyouforloving

mesocompletely.Itrustthatyourloveispureand

honestwithnogrudgesheld.Youloveme.Helpme

tomodelyourlovetoothers.

Lord,youunderstandthepainIgetwhensomeoneI



loveisill?Lord,Icryouttoyoutohealmylove.He

isagoodmanandIlovehimsomuch,restoreshim

tocompletehealthandsanity.

Thankyouforhearingmyprayer,forcaringand

loving.Father,thankyouthatIcantrustyou

completely.Amen.

Afterprayingshefeelssolightandrelieved,

Phakamaniisgoingtobefine.Packingherthings

back,aknockcomesthroughthedoorandshe

attendsit.Threeladieswearingauniformstand

beforehersmiling.

Refiloe:GoodmorningLadies,howcanIhelpyou?

Lady1:Hisis,wearebeautytechnicians.Your

boyfriendbookedahousecallforyou.Weare

goingtomassageyou,dofacials,nails,foot

massageandpedicure.



Phakamanithough!Shesmileswidelyunbelieving

this.

Refiloe:Ohmygoodness,okaycomein.Ihopeyour

thingsaregoingtofitinsideher.

Whiletheyloadtheirstuff,shetextsPhakamani

thankinghimforthiswonderfulgesture.

NOSIPHO

Shecouldn'twaittoseeKhetheloandtellherall

aboutwhatwentdownbetweenherandHoward.It

wasacrazynightthatsuregoesdowntohistory.

Khethelo:Youaresuchawhoreshame!

Nosipho:Well,IhadtodowhatIhadtodoto

mntasemanwasleaving.Well,heendedup

cancelinghisflightbythewayandleftthismorning.



Khethelo:Thisisgoingtoendintears,Howardis

doingbusinesswithdad…

Nosipho:Khethelo,relax.HowardandIareboth

adults,wewillbehave.

Khethelo:Okay,sobesidesthegreatsex,whatelse

happened?

Nosipho:Wellwespokeaboutourlivesindividually.

Mntase,thatmanissolearnedandsmart!Forthe

firsttimeIgotinspiredtopursuemystudies.

Khethelo:Urhmhi,hello?Nosiphoandstudying?

Wow,Hemuststayaroundabitlonger.

Nosipho:Iamserious,youshouldhearhimtalk,

perfectionItellyou.

Khethelo:IamonhisInstagramprofile,hereallyis

acatch…ohoh.Thisisnotgood.

Nosipho:What?

Khethelo:SeemslikeIspoketoosoon.



KhethelopassesoverthephoneandNosiphosees

thatagirlbythenameofBoipelopostedabrand

newcarHowardboughtherasabirthdaygiftand

gotdeliveredtoherthismorningonherInstagram

stories.

Howardrepostedthestoryonhisownstories.

Nosiphocloseshereyesandbreathesout.

Khethelo:Askies,butI'msureyouknewhewasn't

singleright?Heistoosmoothtobesinglebythe

way.

Nosipho:Ineedsomeair…

ShegoesoutsideanddialHoward'snumberandit

ringsunanswereduntilitgoesstraighttovoice-mail.

Shecallsagainandthistimehepicksup.



Howard:Nosi…

Hearinghisvoicemakesherweakandcoolsdown

theanger.

Nosipho:Hi,I'mcallingtofindoutifyoutraveled

backsafely?

Howard:Idid,thanksforchecking.I'llcallyouback

okay?Nowisnotagoodtime.

Nosipho:Oho…kay!

Hehashungup!

Tobecontinued.
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NHLONIPHO

Hereceivesasurprisevisitfromhismotherathis



placeandfromhowsheiswalkingandscanning

everythingaround,hecantellthatshebrings

nothingbuttroubleandheisinnomoodforthat

drama.

Lumkasitsupstraightthemomentshewalksin

andcomposesherselfinadignifiedmannerwaiting

forwhateverthatisgoingtobethrownather

becauseitisdefinitelycoming.

Nhlonipho:Mama,whatalovelysurprise,please

comeonin.

Nokubonga:Sanibona..(greetings)

Lumka:GreetingstoyoutooMa,doyouneed

anythingtoeatordrink?

NokubongalooksatNhloniphoandshakesher

headbeforeturningbacktoher.



Nokubonga:Iamfinefornow,thanks.

Shesitsdownandfoldsherarmslookingatthem

silentlyandheavesasigh.

Nokubonga:Soyouarepregnantformyson,how

farareyou?

Lumka:YesMa,Iam26weeksnow.

Nokubonga:Howdoweknowitisourchild?You

knowshenanigans

Nhlonipho:Aibomama,notnowplease.

Nokubonga:Itisafairquestiontoask,didyounot

findherwithanothermaninthissameapartment?

Didshenotrobyouafterthat?

Wow,didshereallyhavetobringthatoneup?I

meanheishealingandmovingonfromthat

incident,tryingtoforgiveLumkaandmoveonfrom

it.



Nhlonipho:Momplease,don’tdothatokay.Lumka

andIdidtestsandweknowforafactthatsheis

carryingmybaby.

Nokubonga:Atleast,soareyoutwolivingtogether

now?Youhaveforgottenwhathesaidabout

cohabiting.

Nhlonipho:Wearelivingtogetherbutnotasa

coupleMa,soonenoughLumkawillgetherown

space.

Nokubonga:Letmeguess,youwillbepayingforit?

Nhlonipho:Sheiscarryingmybaby,herandthe

baby’ssafetyaremypriority.

Nokubonga:(chuckling)Okay.Whencanweexpect

yourpeopletocomeover?

Lumka:Urhm,IspoketomyAuntandUncleaboutit.

Wecancomeonceyouguyshavedonethe

cleansingceremony.

Nokubonga:Youareright,wewillsoonhavethe10

dayscleansingceremonysoafterthatwecanget



started.

Lumka:OkayMa….

Nokubonga:Pleasegiveusamoment,Iwanttotalk

tomyson.

Ohboy,thisbetterbegoodyazi.Lumkastandsup

andheadstoherbedroom.

Nokubonga:So,whatisyourplanwiththatgirl,are

yougettingbackwithherorwhat?

Nhlonipho:Sofarweagreedtoco-parentbecause

relationshipwise,Idon’tseeusbouncingbackfrom

that.

Nokubonga:(nodding)That’sgood,youhavetopay

loboloforthischildsohe/shecanbeaMaziya.

Nhlonipho:Ofcourse,thereisnodoingotherwise.

AndIknowyouaregoingtobeacoolgrandma,

spoilherrotten.

Nokubongachucklesandblushesatthatthought,



Nhloniphoknowssheisgoingtobeacool

grandma,Imeanthisisherfirstgrandchild,thefirst

oneforthewholefamilyactually.

Nokubonga:YeahwellIwillspoilmygrandchild

obviouslybutIdon’tlikehermother.

Nhlonipho:(chuckling)Iknowyoudon’t,butplease

trytobenicetoher,sheiscarryingyourfirst

grandchild.

Nokubonga:Iwilltry,heeIalmostforgot,didyou

hearthatyourfatherandMamchunuaredivorcing?

Nhlonipho:YeahIheard,sounfortunatethatshe

hadtocheatondadand…

Nokubonga:Waitwhat,shecheated?Withwho?

Nhlonipho:IamnotsayinganythingmorethanI

alreadydidmom.Andyoudidn’thearthisfromme.

Nokubonga:Ohmygoodness,Ican’tbelievethis,I

wouldexpectthisfromSanelisiwe.

Nhlonipho:Whyher?



Nokubonga:Becausesheisyoung,lovesthingsand

all….

Nhlonipho:Wellsadlysheisnottheoneto

disappoint.

Nokubonga:(clappingherhands)Yooh,andshe

goesaroundaskingforprivacywhilesheknows

whatshedid.Iamstunned.

PHAKAMANI

HisdaywithKefilweisprovingtobegreat,besides

beingachatterboxandaskingendlessquestions,

helikesthatsheisawellbehavedchildthatdoesn’t

demandandcriesforeverything.

Theyarewalkingbacktowherehepackedhiscar

carryingherinhisarmswitheverythingthathe

boughtforherandRefiloe.Heloadseverythingin

thecarandputsKefilweontopofthebonetand

looksather.Sherunshersmallsofthandsonhis

faceandhecloseshiseyes.



Kefilwe:Areyousleeping?

Shesaysandhelaughs,openinghiseyes.

Phakamani:Nobaby,howcanIsleepwhileyouare

touchingme?

Kefilwe:Doyoumissmommy?

Phakamani:Yeswearegoingtogoandseeher,

guesswhatwillhappennext?

Kefilwe:What?

Phakamani:Youaregoingtotellherabout

everythingthathappenedtoday.

Kefilwe:UnclePhakamani,youarespecial.

Shesaysandthosewordshithimhardashe

digeststhem.Doessheevenknowthemeaningof

themorisshejustsaying?Imeansheisonly2



yearsnje.

Hehugsherlittlebodyandkissesherforehead.

Phakamani:Thank-youpumpkin,youarespecialto

metoo.Ipromisethataslongasyouandyour

motherarestilltogether,I'mgoingtodomylevel

besttobethebestversionforyouguys.

Kefilwe:(smiling)Whatisaversion?

OhGod,kidsandaskingeverything.Howishe

goingtoputthisoneoutinasimpleformthather

littlemindcanunderstand?

Phakamani:Okay,aversionisaparticularformof

somethingdifferingincertainrespectsfroman

earlierformorotherformsofthesametypeofthing.



Forexampleyouchangeyoursleepingpatternso

thatyoudon'twakeupscreamingeveryday.Thatis

abetterversionofyourself.

Hehopesthatitmakessenseandheunderstands

becausewow,heisnotateacher.

Kefilwe:Okay,IthinkIunderstand.

Phakamani:Evenifyoudon'tknownowbaby,you

willunderstandlater.Let'sgetgoingbeforeyour

mothersendsasearchpartylookingforus.

HecarriesKefilweinsidethecarandfastensher

seatbelt.Hisphoneringsbeforehecangotohis

driver'sside.It'sanumberhedoesn'trecognize

neitherdoesTruecaller.

Phakamani:Hello

Voice:Hi,thisisLucas.Canwetalk?



Phakamani:About?

Lucas:Ihavebeenwaitingforfeedbackfromyou

aboutmyrequestforustobuildarelationship.

Phakamani:Lucas,ItoldyouthatIwasgoingto

thinkaboutthis.What'sthematternow?

Lucas:Alright,I'mnotpushy.ThemainreasonI'm

callingyouistoletyouknowthatwecremated

Jacob.

There'stwooptions,tocasthisashesontheseaor

yougettokeeptheanne.

Phakamani:WhywouldIwanttokeephisashes?

Throwitontheseaplease,ItoldyouthatIdon't

wantanythingthatgottodowiththatman.

Lucas:But….

Phakamanidropsthecallandblocksthenumber

rightaway.Heisnotinthemoodtoarguewithhim

aboutthis.



MAZWAKHE

HeisrelaxingonhisbedandSanelisiwewalksin

withhisfoodandmedicationputtingonthebedside

tableandsitsnexttohim.

Sanelisiwe:It'stimetoeatandtakeyourmedsbaba.

Mazwakhe:Thankyoulove.

Hesitsupandstartsdiggingbuthersilenceis

heavymakingitevenhardforhimtoenjoythefood.

Mazwakhe:What'swrong?

Sanelisiwe:Mamchunutoldusyouguysare

divorcing.

Mazwakhe:Yesweare…

Sanelisiwe:Why?IsitbecauseofSanele?Isshe

blamingyouforhisdeath?



Mazwakhe:No,it'ssomethingelse.

Sanelisiwe:Isitthatheavytoapointofunableto

solveit?

Mazwakhe:Howdoyousolvesomeonecheatingon

you?

Sanelisiwe:Oh?

Mazwakhe:Yes,ithappenedbeforeSanele'sdeath.

Sanelisiwe:Idon'tknowwhattosay…

Mazwakhe:Pleasedonotsayanything,Idon'twant

totalkaboutit.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,I'llfinishupwhatIwasdoingand

comeback.

Mazwakhe:Youdon'thavetobabysitme

Sanelisiwe,Youcandoyourthings,cruisearound

withyournewcarandeverythingelseyouwantto

do.I'llbefine.

Sanelisiwe:No,it'sokay.Iwanttobehere,withyou.

Mazwakhe:(smiling)YouseewhyIloveyou?



Shegiveshimasoftpeckandleaveshimyofinish

hisfood.HegoesthroughWhatsAppstatus

updatesandseesNosiphoonline.Hetextsher.

Mazwakhe:(typing)Areyouokay?

Nosipho:(typing)No,I'mnotbutI'llbefine.

Mazwakhe:Youwanttotalkaboutit?

Shereadsthemessageanddoesn'trespondforlike

2minutes.MazwakhelogsoffWhatsAppand

concentratesonhisfood.

Assoonashefinisheseatinganddrinkinghis

medication,anotificationfromWhatsAppcomes

through.Heopensitandit'sNosipho'slongtext

messageexplaininghowshefeelscursedwhenit

comestomenandrelationships.



Inthesametextsheconfesseshavingsomething

withPhakamani'sbiologicaldadandthatraiseshis

eyebrows.Bythetimeheisdonereadingthis,his

heartbeatisracing.Heisnotangry,butgrateful

thatshecanopenuptohimwithsuchandrealises

howmuchitmusthavetakenhertowritethis.

Hedecidestogiveheracallbecauseunlikeher,he

isnotatyper.Itringsforamomentthenshepicksit

upontheotherside.

Nosipho:Baba…

Mazwakhe:Maziya,Ireadyourmessageandfirstly

letmesaythere'snothingwrongwithyou.Please

stopsayingyouarecursedormaybeneedany

cleansingdonealright?

Nowbacktoyourcurrentsituationwiththis"crush"

ofyoursyoupersuaded.Letmebecontroversialby

saying,itisn'tawoman'splacetopursueanyman,



simplybecauseanymanthatischasedwill

undoubtedlyrun.It'snotyouwomenwhoneedto

bechasingaftermen-itneedstobetheotherway

round.

Butnowsinceyouguyswanttodothings50/50

andchallengefate,okay.ThisiswhatIwillsayto

youaboutpursuingaman

Beingawomaniseasy,butbeingaladycanbevery

tough.

Alwaysbealady,evenwhenitgetstoughand

nearlyimpossible.Amongotherthings,usmenare

turnedoffbytheuseofboisterousbehavior,

expletives,andtackyappearancesofwomen.We

payattentiontothewayyoupackageyourself,how

youtalk,andaddressothers,usingthesetojudge

youandperceivewhoyouindeedare.Neverforget

thisgoldenrule;alwaysbealady,andyouwillsee

allthedatingmagicitcomeswith.



Nowlastly,Don'tcomeontoostronglytowardsthe

manyou'repursuing,onceyou'vedecidedto

approachhim.Alwaysremember,beingsubtleis

thebestwaytogetattentionandattraction.You

wouldwanttobenice,butnottoosweetthatyou

scarehimoff,makinghimthinkyou'redesperatefor

marriageandafamilyafteryourfirstphonecall.It

isbesttobegentleenoughforhimtorecognize

thatyoulikehimandhaveakeeninterestinhim;

surpassingfriendship.

Iamnotarelationshipexpertbutsinceyouasked

formypersonalopinionasaman,Ihopethiswill

help.

Shesighsontheotherendofthecall.

Nosipho:Thankyoudad,Iwillneverforgetyour

words.

Mazwakhe:Forwhat'sworth,Ithinkyoushould



forgetabouthim.Imeanhe'sanidiotfornot

realizingwhatheismissingwithyou.

Nosipho:Easiersaidthandonebaba,Ireallylike

him.

Mazwakhe:Yoohucatchile,okay.JustdoasIsaid,

takeastepbackandlethimdothechasingthis

timeokay?Whenhecalls,ignoreitonpurposeand

texthimthenextday.

Nosipho:(laughing)Baba,Iwantthisguytostay,not

run.HowdoIignorehiscallwhenIbadlywantto

talktohim?

Mazwakhe:Sothathecankeeponlookingforyou.

Don'tbetooavailableinsuchawaythathewill

knowthatwheneverandhoweveryouwillbethere.

Nosipho:(sighs)Aimjoloishard,maybeIshould

findsomethingtodistractmyselffromthinking

aboutyourgender.

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Somethinglike?

Nosipho:Registeringanewcourseoradvancingmy



diploma.

Mazwakhe:Yougoingbacktoyourstudiesisthe

bestthingI'veheardallday.DothatandI'mfullyin

supportofit.

Nosipho:Areyougoingtopayforit?

Mazwakhe:Noma'am,youareworkingnow.

Nosipho:Wow,bye-bye.Ihopeyouarefeeling

better.

Mazwakhe:I'mgettingthere,begoodokay?Never

forgetsthatyourfatherlovesyou.

Nosipho:Thankyoudaddy,Iloveyoutoo,I'mgoing

totakeawalkjusttoclearmymindandlistento

somemusic.

Mazwakhe:Becarefulontheroads…

Thecallendsandhemakesamentalnotetocall

Nhloniphowhenhewakesupsotheycandiscuss

thefactthathehasmadesomeonepregnant.



KHATHU

Heleavesthehospitalanddrivesouttohisplace

verytired.Theonlythingthatisonhismindright

nowistogetashower,eatandrest.Hethinks

aboutKhethelobutthenatthesametimehedoesn't

wanttocomeontoostrongonher.

Imeanhelikesher,she'severyman'sdream,smart,

beautifulandallbutitseemslikeshelikesher

schizophrenicgirlfriendofhers.Toprotecthimself

andhisfamily,heisgoingtostepback.Khethelo

knowswheretofindhimwheneversheneedshim.

Histiresstretchsohardwhenaladywith

headphonestriestocrossover.Likewhatiswrong

withpeople!Nowhealmosthitsomeone,imagineif

theydied?

Hestepsoutofhiscarreadytoscoldherforsuch



riskbutisstunnedtoseewhoitis.

Khathu:Nosipho,whatareyoudoingonthissideof

theroad?

Nosipho:I'msorry,Iwantedtoclearmymindand

foundmyselfonthisside.ThoughtmaybeIshould

goseemysisterMbalibecauseI'mnotfarfrom

theirhouse.

Khathu:Youarelike45minutesawayfromarriving

there.Icangiveyouarideifthat'sokay?

Nosipho:Yesplease,Iregretleavingmycarbehind

andIwasgoingtorequestaridenow.

Khathu:Okay,letmesaveyousometimeand

moneybytakingyouhome.

Nosipho:ThanksKhathu.

Shegetsonthepassenger'sseatandtheyhitthe

road.Herphoneringsandshecancelsthecalland

clickshertongue.



Khathu:Everythingalright?

Nosipho:I'mgood,wellnotquite.Whyaremen

trash?

Khathu:Pleaseput"some".

Nosipho:What?

Khathu:Somemenaretrash,notallofus,okayat

leastI'mnot.Whatdidhedo?

Nosipho:It'salongstory.

Khathu:Trytomakeitshort,I'lllisten.

Nosipho:Onedaymaybe.

Khathu:OK,youshouldtakemynumbersoyoucan

ventwheneveryouwantto.IpromiseIwon'tjudge.

Shesmilesfriendlyathim.

Nosipho:Thankyoudoctor,what'syournumber?



Tobecontinued….

(ApologiesmylovesforgoingAWOLonyou.The

LOMLwasaroundandyouknowhowitis.ButI'm

allyourstoday,we'llplaycatchup )
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MBALI

Nosiphocomestoseethemunexpectedlyandthey

arechillinginherbedroomwithadultbeveragesas

shewhinesaboutherlovelife.

Mbali:Idon'tthinkyouhavebadluckbutIfeellike

wetookdad'scharacterandgettobetoomuchat

timesofwhichendupchasingthemenaway.



Imeanifyoudidn'ttalktomeaboutmyown

behaviorwithEbuka,Idoubtwewillstillbetogether.

Nosipho:Isuppose,speakingabouthim,howare

youguysdoing?Thetherapyandall?Ihopethis

alcoholwillnotmakeyourelapse.

Mbali:Comeon,I'mactuallydoingbetterthanI

thoughtIwould.Ialsoincludedthepassingof

Saneleonthelistandyeah,itgetsbetter.

Nosipho:I'mgladtohearthat.Bytheway,what's

happeningbetweenKhathuandKhethelo?

Mbali:Khathuthepastor’skid?

Nosipho:Yeah?

Mbali:Idon'tknowmuchbutlasttimehisloud

mouthedmotherwashere,herandmomwere



tryingtomatchmakeKhetheloandKhathu.

Nosipho:Hellono!What,inthisdayandage?

Mbali:Imagine,andwhatfrustratedmewasthat

momknowsthatKhethelolovesgirlsbutshegoes

andpullsthisstunt.

Nosipho:Ohwow,I'maskingbecausehegavemea

liftandmentionedinpassingaboutKhethelo.He

saidMandisaisapsycholikeyooh,Iwasn't

concentratingbecauseIhadsomuchinmymind.

Mbali:Argh,MandisacanbeallthatbutIdon'tlike

Khathunexttomysister.

Nosipho:He'scutethough,theywouldlookgood.

Mbali:No,he'sgivingdodgyguysvibes.

Nosipho:AndwhatifKhethiendsupwithhim?

Mbali:ThenshewillbebetrayingtheLGBTgang.

Nosipho:HowbecauseKhethelodatedmen

previouslybutshelovesgirlsmore?

Mbali:Ailet'snottalkaboutKhethelo,she'sourbig



sisandwiser.So,whatareyougoingtodowith

Howard?

Nosipho:I'lltrydad'sadvice.It'snoteasyignoring

hiscallsandtextsbutIwillgiveitatry,justtosee

howitgoes.

Mbali:Better,youaretooprettytobesomeone's

secondbest.Don'tallowhimtoturnyouintothat.

Nosipho:(shrugginghershoulders)Maybeit's

generic,Imeanmomisasecondwifeso…

Mbali:Wiiybo,justbecausewearebornfromthe

polygamyitdoesn'tmeanweshouldacceptit.I

wouldneveracceptthisshame.

Tilltoday,itbafflesherhowhermotheraccepted

this,notjust1but3otherwivesafterher.Yoohhai!

REFILOE

SheiscuddlingwithPhakamaniashetellsher



abouthisdaywithKefilwe.Herchildcameback

veryhappyandcouldn'tstoptalkingaboutthe

placesPhakamanitookherto.

Refiloe:Thankyoufortoday,itwasreallyspecial

andneeded.

Phakamani:I'mgladyoulikedthegesture.Iam

tryingtorectifymymistakes.

Refiloe:Whatarethose?

Phakamani:Ifeellikemycommunicationlacks

something.Iwanttodobetter,bethemanyou

envisionforyourself.

Refiloe:Youarethemanofmydreams

Phakamani…

Phakamani:Isenseabut…

Refiloe:Yourtemper.Igetthatyouareatrained

soldierandallbutyouarestillhumansoitshouldn't

takethatfromyou.



Phakamani:(sighs)Honestly,Igrewupbottlingso

manythingsinsidemethatmademeangryand

hurt.Myparents,fatherspecifically,weren'tas

closeaswearenow.

I'mgladthathe'sreallytryingtobethereasafather,

notjustformebutallofus.He'smakingtheeffort

andthathastaughtmetodobetter.IfI'mgoingto

beinyourlifeforeverasI'veintendedto,Idon't

wantKefilwetofeelthegapthatshe'snotbiological

mine.

Godthisman,isittoolatetoremoveherbaby

daddy'ssurnameonKefilwe'sbirthcertificateand

putPhakamani?

Refiloe:Youaregoingtobeagreatfatheroneday

andallourkidswillbesoluckytohaveyouastheir

father.



Hesmilesandkissesherhand.

Phakamani:Iwanttotakeyouhomewithme

someday.

Okay,shedidn'texpectthattocomeoutso

randomly.

Refiloe:Okay,when?

Phakamani:Duringtheceremonywillbetheperfect

timetomeeteveryoneatonce.

Refiloe:Alright,itwillbelovelytoseeyourfamily.

Phakamani:Phew,that'sarelief,Ithoughtyouwere

goingtorefuse.

Refiloe:Whatforthough?

Phakamani:Idon'tknow,maybesayit'sstillsoon

forthat.

Refiloe:Imeanwealreadyhadsexsowhatcomes



afterthatisnotreallyabigdeal.

Phakamani:I'mgladtohearthat.There'ssomething

Iwanttotellyou.

Refiloe:Okay?

Phakamani:Lucaswantsustohavearelationship.

Refiloe:WhoisLucas?

Phakamani:Myspermdonor'sbrother.

Shewisheshecanstopcallinghimthatbecause

that'shisfatherbuthey,it'showhefeelsabouthim.

Refiloe:Andhowdoyoufeelaboutthat?

Phakamani:Idon'tknow.Helooksgenuinebut

thenatthesametimeIdon'ttrusthim.Ifeellikehe

wantsmeclosebecauseofwhathisbrotherhador

wantstopayrevenge.

Refiloe:Mhmm,butifhewantedtopayrevengeon



hisbrother,wouldn'thehavedonesoalready?

Phakamani:Idon'tknow,maybehe'snotimpulsive.

ImeanI'mstilllookingforthepersonwhois

involvedinthataccidentthatclaimedhislifetobe

accountable.Nowwhywouldn’tLucaswantthat?

UnlesshewantedJacobdeadalready.

Refiloe:Yourconcernsarevalidbutthenatthe

sametimeyouwon'tknowuntilyoutry.Whatifhe's

genuineandyoucouldenduphavingabeautiful

relationshipwithhim?

Phakamani:That'smyotherworry,won'tthat"

beautifulrelationship"comeacrossasabetrayalto

thepeoplethatraisedme?

Refiloe:Babe,myadvicetothisisfollowyourheart,

letitguideyouonwhattodo.Forgetaboutwhat

otherswillsayanddowhat'sbestforyou.

Phakamani:Isn'tthatselfish?

Refiloe:NickiMinajoncesaid"selfishpeoplelive

longer".Besides,youwouldn'tbehurtinganyone



butgettingtoknowthepeoplefromyourbloodline.

Thatdoesn'tnecessarilymeanyouwillneglect

thembecausetheyhavebeeninyourlifefor29

years.

Phakamani:30,I'mturning30soon.

Sheneedstodosomethingniceandmemorablefor

himonhisbirthday.Somethingthatwillmakehim

feelappreciatedandloved.

SANELISIWE

KhetheloandNhloniphoareheretoseetheirdad,

KhethelohelpedSanelisiwepreparelunch.It'snot

likeshedoesn'tknowhowtocook,shejusthatesit,

especiallywashingthedishesandpotsafter.

Buttodaysheenjoyeditastheconvoandwinewas

blendinginsowell.Nhloniphobraaidthemeatand

theygottocookpapandmakesomesalads.



KhethelotellsSanelisiweaboutbeingcaughtup

betweenMandisaandKhathu.

Sanelisiwe:YouknowhowIfeelaboutthatgirlright?

Khethelo:Iloveher,Sanelisiwe…

Sanelisiwe:But?

Khethelo:There'snobut.

Shecontinuestochoptheveggiesandhitsthe

choppingboardharderthansheshould.

Sanelisiwe:Okaythen.

Khethelo:Ireallydoloveher.

Sanelisiwe:Ibelieveyou.

Khethelo:Butthenthere'sthislittledemoninside

methatwantstotakethingstherewithKhathu.



Sanelisiwelaughssoloud,clappingherhandsand

placingthemonherwaist.

Sanelisiwe:Finallythetruthcameout!Yousbwlthe

doctor.Well,there'snothingwrongwith

experiencingandsnacking.Idon'tdoitbecause

I'mmarriedbutyouontheotherside,youstillcan.

Khethelo:Thatwouldbecheating…

Sanelisiwe:Icallitweighingyouroptionssothat

youknowifyouarecommittingtotherightperson.

I'vebeenmeaningtoask,areyouandMandisa

livingtogetherfulltimenow?

Khethelo:Notreally,shejustcomesbymoreoften.

Youknowhowfatherfeelsaboutthat.

Sanelisiwe:HenceI'masking,butmyadviceis,be

careful.Idon'ttrustthatgirl,soinwhateveryoudo,

makesureyouorotherpeopledon'tgethurt.

Khethelorollshereyesandlooksdown.



Khethelo:Youspeakasifshe'stheworld'sbiggest

criminal.Mandisawasjealousandprovokedby

Khathuandhadarighttoreactlikethat.

Sanelisiwe:Therewego,makingexcusesfor

abusers101.Ihopeitdoesn'tgettothepointwhere

werushtosocialmediatoposthashtags

"JusticeForKhethelo"insteadofleavingwhileyou

stillseethesignsearly.

AWEEKLATER-JOBURG

HOWARD

HeisvisitingBenjaminathisworkplaceand

decidedtobringhimlunchfromB'srestaurant.He

eatslikesomeonewhohasbeenlockedinacage.

Benjamin:Thanksforthefood,Iwasreallystarving.

Howard:Youarewelcome,howarethings?



Benjamin:Busy,verybusy.

Howard:Isee,youknowsinceyougotsomuchon

yourhandsalreadywithTravis,Nthabisengandour

newbornbaby.HowaboutIhandlethebuilding

projectprocessforyou?

Benjaminstopseatingandlooksathim.

Benjamin:Whatdoyoumeanbecauseyouare

alreadypartofit?

Howard:Imeanasinlikefully,youdon'thaveto

worryaboutmeetingsandallofthat.I'lltakecareof

itandgoattendwhateverbusinessmeetingsyou

haveonyourbehalf.

Benjaminleansbackonhischairandlooksathim.

Okayhedoesn'tlikeitwhenhedoesthat,itshows

thathe'snotbuyingwhateverheisselling.



Benjamin:WhatareyouuptoHowardSaints?

Howard:Nothing,I'mjusttryingtolookoutforyou.

Imeanit'snotfairthatyouhavetoexhaustyourself

whileIamheretohelp.

Benjamin:Mhm…

Hehasquestionsandheisnotreadytoanswerhim

asyetbecauseheisnotinthemoodforjudgement

andlecture.Hecandohoweverhewantsbuthe

needstobecarefulandplanhisthingswisethis

time.

Truthis,hecan'tgetNosiphooutofhismind,that

nightwasmagicalandbesidesitbeingoneofthe

bestnightsheeverhad,hewantstohaveaproper

chancewheretheytalkandbehonestabouther.

Howard:So?

Benjamin:(clearinghisthroat)It'sfineyoucantake

over.I'llinformKhethelotocommunicatewithyou



regardingtheproject.

Howard:Awesome,Iwillbriefyouwithallthe

changestheretoit.

Benjamin:AndI'llbeherewaitingforyoutotellme

allaboutit,includingwhateveryouarehidingfrom

me.

Howard:I'mnothidinganythingfromyouBenjamin.

Benjamin:Iknowyou,remember?

Howard:WhenisTristanvisiting?

TristanisthechildBenjaminshareswithNamhla.

Heisalmostayearnow,heiscoparentingwith

Namhla.DespitehavingherhandsfullwithTravis

andherdaughter,Nthabisengwelcomedthebaby

boywithwarmarms.

Benjamin:Idon'tknow,theyareonvacationwith

hismothersoshewilltellmewhensheisbackthen

Icanfetchhim.



Howardthinksthatit'stimeJuniorgetsasibling

now.Benjamintellshimthathehastogobackto

workandthathiscuetoleave.

HegetstohiscarandscrollspastNosipho's

numberanddiscoversthathehasbeenblocked.

Hisheartracesandhecallsherimmediately,it

ringsonceandsendshimtovoice-mail.

Howard:DamnitNosipho!Okay,Instagram…

He'sblockedtheretoo!Whatthehell!Heonlyhas

heronInstagramandWhatsApp.Hetookitlightly

whensheignoredhercallsandtextsbutnowit's

seriousifshe'sblockinghim.Hecan'tloseher

beforehecanhaveher.

HecallshisPAimmediately.



Howard:Hi,pleasebookmeaflighttoKZN

tomorrow?Durbanspecifically,yes,thesamehotel,

thankyou.Ohno,aclientofminethatsideneeds

myphysicalintervention,yeah.Thanks.

Heendsthecallandsighs,typingamessageto

Boipeloinformingherthatheisgoingtobeoutof

townforafewdays.

Boipelo:(typing)Howlongareyougoingtobegone

for?

Howard:(typing)UntilIsorteverythingthatIhaveto,

thatside.

Hestartshiscaranddrivesaway….

Tobecontinued.



(SundaysareforloversbutI'mherewritingforyou,

pleasecomment. )
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CHAPTER58

MAZWAKHE

Thecleansingceremonyofhissonhasfinallytaken

placeandheisrecoveringandcannowwalk

withoutthestick.Butheisstillverymuchskeptical

aboutdrivingsohehasadriverthatdriveshim

aroundwhennecessary.

Hedoesn'tgooutmuchoften,Khetheloisdoing

exactlyasheexpectedhertobeandtheunity,

respectandsupporthersiblingsshowsatthistime

makeshimrealisethathemadeagreatchoiceby

appointingherasareplacement.



Hisphonerings,it'sPhakamani.Heanswers.

Mazwakhe:Maziya?

Phakamani:Baba,howareyou?

Mazwakhe:Allisgood,what'shappening?

Phakamani:Idon'thavegoodnewsI'mafraid.

Mazwakhe:(sighs)Comeoutwithit.

Phakamani:Yourexwifelefttown.

Mazwakhe:Whatdoyoumeanbythat?

Phakamani:Frommyfindings,herbrotheris

responsibleforthedeathofSanele.

Hefeelshissoulleavinghisbody,asharppain

hittinghimbelowhisheart.

Mazwakhe:How?



Hisvoicecomesoutasawhisperashedoesn't

believethis…

Phakamani:It'salongstory,hesaysNonhlanhla

toldhimtogetridofyou.

Mazwakhe:(breathingheavily)Youhavehim?

Phakamani:Yes,Ido.

Mazwakhe:Ungabeusamdedela,lena

ngizozibambelaminamathupha!(don'tlethimout

ofyoursight,Iwanttohandlethisonemyself)

Phakamani:AnotherthingIwantedtotalktoyou

aboutisLucas.Idon'tknowif…

Mazwakhe:ItoldyoubeforePhakamani,Iwon't

standinyourwayofgettingtoknowhimorhavea

relationship.He'snothisbrotherIsupposesogive

himachancebutbecareful.

Phakamani:Thank-you,I'lltalktomomaboutthis



aswell.

Mazwakhe:Becautious,shemightnotlikethisbut

attheendoftheday,dowhat'sbestforyou.Send

metheaddresswherethattrashisat.

Heendsthecallandpickshiswalletandhisother

phonewhilewalkingtothecars.Nokubongashows

upwithherbagaswellandfrownsseeinghim

goingtooneofthecars.

Nokubonga:Youarenotdrivingyourselfright?

Hegivesherthe"nottoday"lookandgetsinsidethe

car.Therageheisfeelingcannotbematched!

Mazwakhe:Imightnotcomebacksodon'twaitup.

Nokubonga:(sighs)Iwashopingthatwewouldget

totalklater?IammeetingupwithThabisilesoIcan

apologizeforhowIallowedgreedtoconcludemy



judgment.

ImisstheunityweusedtohaveandIknowthatI'm

thecauseofeverythingthatishappening.Iam

tryingtofixit.

Mazwakhe:I'mgladyourealiseyouarethecause

ofthisriftandarewillingtofixit.ForthatI'llgive

youanotherchancebutpleasebewarnedthatI

reallyhavezerotoleranceforthis.

Nokubonga:IwillfixthingsIpromise,pleasebe

carefulontheroads.

Mazwakhe:I'llbefine,Iwillseeyoulaterthenwe'll

talk.

Nokubonga:Okay…

Hestartsthecaranddrivesouttryingtocontrolthe

speed.



NHLONIPHO

HeisdroppinggroceriesandotherstuffforLumka.

Hefinallygottheapartmentandit'sbigenoughfor

herandthebaby,thebumpisnowshowingandit's

sexylikehell.Hisfavoritemomentsarewhenhe

getstofeelthebabykickinganditdawnstohim

thattheyactuallymadeababy.

Heisworkingsohardmakingsurethathesaves

everylittlecentsothatthebabyandLumkalack

nothing.WithSceloinICU,hehadtoacceptthe

positionfulltimeandquithisoldjob.

Lumka:That'ssomuchfoodNhlo,doyouwantme

togainweightorwhat?

Nhlonipho:No,Ijustdon'twantyoutofindyourself

runningoutofstuff.

Lumka:Thankyou,Iappreciateit.Myauntis



arrivingintheafternoonwithanotheroldercousin

ofmine.I'msonervous.

Nhlonipho:Don'tbe,everythingisgoingtobealright.

Lumka:Yourmomhatesme,Ican'timagineher

bringingupourpastagaininfrontofourrelatives.

Nhlonipho:Shewon't,Ialsodon'tthinkshehates

you.Let'sjustsaywhathappenedbetweenus

disappointedherbutshelovesmeevenmoreso

shewon'tdoanythingtojeopardizethat.

Lumka:(sighs)Okay,ifyousaysothen.ShouldI

offeryouanything?

Nhlonipho:No,Ishouldtakemyleave.Isthere

anythingelseyouneed?

Lumka:No,Ishouldbefine.

Helooksather,sheishidingsomethingasshe

bitesherlips.



Nhlonipho:Whatisit?Pleasedon'tlieandsayit's

nothing.

Lumka:Well,IknowIdon'thavetotellyouthisbut,

hormonesmakemesohornysometimesanditgets

reallylonely.

Okay,howdoesheanswerthisone?Heclearshis

throat.

Nhlonipho:Urhmokay,Idon'tknowwhattosay…

Lumka:It'sokay,youdon'thavetosayanything.I'm

sorryIbroughtitup.

Nhlonipho:It'sokay,I'mnotmad.I'llkeepintouch.

Lumka:Cool…

Shestandsbythedoorleaningagainstitasshe

waitsforhimtoleave.Insteadheclosesitand

kissesher.Takenabackbyshock,Lumkapullsout

andlooksathim.



Nhlonipho:Imissedyou,I'mdonepunishingmyself.

Lumka'seyessoftenupwithemotions,hepicksher

up.She'snottooheavyforhimtocarry….

Lumka:Imissyousomuch,everyday…

Shewhispersassoonasheputsheronthebed…

NOSIPHO

Herlifehasbeenatpeacemostrecently.Just

mindingherbusinessanddoingher.Sheknows

HowardisaroundDurban,Khethelotoldherandshe

ignoredit.

Notthatshewouldn'tlovetoseehimbutashis



fathersaid,heneedstoearnit.She'sbeentookind

andallowedthesemenaccesstoherlifewithout

earningitandithastocometothestop.

Sheisbytherestaurantandbusycheckingonher

watchtoseeifthispersonShe'smeetingupwithis

howfar.It'saparttimegigfromaclubownerthat

wantshertorunthesocialmediapagesandPRas

she'sgoodwiththat.

Justassheisabouttocall,Howardwalksin

lookinghotasusual.Herheartskipsabitandshe

grabstheglassofwateranddrinksashemakeshis

waytoher.Hepullsthechairandsitsdown.

Howard:Nosipho,howareyou?

Nosipho:Howard,Ihaveameetingsoonsonow

it'snotagoodtime.

Goshhesmellssogoodshewantstohughim.



Howard:IknowyouaregoingtobemadbutI

arrangedthatmeeting.

Herfaceturnsredimmediately!Wtf?

Nosipho:Areyouserious?ThisismytimeHoward!

Howard:Iknow,youwouldn'tgivemeanytimeof

yourday,blockedmeeverywheresoIhadtofinda

way.

Nosipho:Sothere'snocluborsidejob?

Howard:Thejobisvalidsoistheclubbutatthe

sametimeIwanttotalkaboutus.

Nosipho:There'snousHoward,weonlyhadsex

anditdoesn'tamounttoanything.

Sheseemstohavehitthenerve,heleansbackand

looksathim.



Howard:Isthathowyoufeelaboutwhatis

happeningbetweenus?

Ofcoursenotbutatthismomentshe'sgoingtodo

everythinginherpowertobruisehisstupidego.

Nosipho:Stopsaying"us",there'snous.Youhave

agirlfriend,remember?

Howard:(sighs)Iknow…

Nosipho:Thatyoudidn'tseetheneedtotellme

about?

Howard:Whathappenedbetweenuswasrandom

andIdidn'twanttoruinthemomentatthattimeby

bringingitup.

Nosipho:(laughingsarcastically,clappingherhands)

Fearamadoda!

Howard:NosiphoIknowwhatyouarethinking,that

I'mprobablyaplayerorwhat.Iamdoneaboutthat



lifereally.

Nosipho:Thenwhatareyoudoinghere?

Howard:Iwanttoaskforachanceofusstarting

overanddoingthingstherightwaythistime.

Nosipho:IfyouthinkI'mgoingtobeyoursidechick

thenforgetaboutit.I'mnotgoingtodoitokay?It's

nothappening.

Howard:Ihavenointentionofmakingyoumyside

chickNosipho.

Shelooksathimholdinghisstare,whatisthis

yummythingupto?

Nosipho:Thenwhatdoyouwant?

Howard:Iwantustogosomewheretotalk,shallwe?

Nosipho:What'swrongwithtalkinghere?

Howard:It'sabitcrowded,Ineedyourfullattention

andno,it'snotmyhotelroom.



ShechucklesandcallsthewaitertopayR35for

plainoneglassofwater.Imagine.

Nosipho:Afteryou…

Heleadsthewaytowhereheparkedhiscarand

opensthedoorforher.Thedriveoutofthe

restaurantismorequietandlonguntilsheseesthat

theyareatsomelanding/racewayandthere'sajet

waitingfortheminthedistance.

Nosipho:Doyouownaprivatejet?

Howard:Notmine,Myuncledoes.Himandhiswife

areonvacationsoIborrowedit.

Howricharethey?Maybeshedidn'tdoher

researchenough.



Nosipho:Wherearewegoing?

Howard:(smiling)It'sasurprise,comelet'sgo.

Nosipho:Wait,Ineedtotellmysisteraboutitin

caseyoukidnapme.

Helaughsandpermitshertodoso,shequickly

recordsavoicenoteforKhethelotellingherwhat's

happening.SheforwardsthevoicenotetoMbalias

well.

Howard:Ready?

Heasks,pullinghishandoutsidethejetdoor,

Nosiphotakesafewstepsandacceptshisholdas

heleadsherinside…

KHATHU



Todayhe'sworkingwithdifferentracesasheisina

Southsuburbanprivateclinicholdingropesforan

oldfriendthatcalledhimforafavor.

Seeinghowthispracticegetssobusy,heis

questioningifhereallywantstohavehisownorhe

shouldjustcontinuebeingafreelancer,accepting

callshereandthere.

Thenurseknocksattheofficedoorandwalksin

withafile.Hesighsexhaustedandsmileskindly.

Nurse:Yourlastpatientfortoday.

Khathu:Issheherealready?

Nurse:Yes,Ididallthetests,andwrotedown

everything.

Thenursehandshimthepatient'sfileandKhathu

acceptsitreadingtheresultsandhermedical



history.

Khathu:Okay,sendherin.

Nurse:Alright…

ThenursewalksoutandKhathucontinuespaging

thefilereadingabouthercondition.Thispatientis

sufferingfromPersonalitydisorder.

Peoplewithpersonalitydisordershaveunhealthy,

inflexiblethoughtsandbehaviorsthatmaypose

seriousproblemswithrelationshipsandwork.

Commonpersonalitydisordersinclude:Borderline

personalitydisorder,Narcissisticpersonality

disorderand

Antisocialpersonalitydisorder.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoorandheliftshis

facefromthefileandtellsthepersontocomein.

Andguesswhowalksin?



Mandisa.

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER59

MANDISA

Khathu?Nofreakingways!Ishestalkingheror

what?Shouldshegobackorjustlie?Okaybreathe

Mandisa,thewayhelooksspooked,itshowsthat

hedidn'texpectherheresothatremovesthe

conclusionofhimstalkingher.

Heclearshisthroatafterregaininghissensesand

pointsatthechairoppositehim.



Khathu:Please,haveaseat.

Mandisa:Thankyou.

Khathu:YouareprobablywonderingwhyIamhere

andthetruthisI'mnotstalkingyou.Theownerof

thispractice,meandhimknoweachotherway

backsoheaskedthatIstandinforhimtoday.

Mandisa:Okay,Iguessitmakessense.

Khathu:Yes,sowhateversaidordonehereshall

remainhere.

Mandisa:Doctorandpatientconfidentiality,of

course.

Khathu:That'sright.I'mcuriousthough,lookingat

yourmedicalhistory.DoesKhetheloknow?

Therewegoagain,ishegoingtobringherintothis?

Mandisa:No,shedoesn't.

Khathu:Why?



Mandisa:(sighs)Becausethecommunityjudges

youharshlywhenyouhavetheseconditionsmake

ithardertocomeout.Theyturnitintoalaughing

stockandmakeitlooklikeweenjoybeinglikethis

ordon'tdeservetobeloved.

Theygotoanextentofcallingyoucrazy,ihlanya

andallthosemeannames.ItakemymedsandI'm

fineKhathu.

Khathu:ButyouthreatenedmeMandisa,slashed

mycartires,eventhoughIdon'thaveproofofthat,I

knowyoudidit.

Mandisa:BecauseyouprovokedmeKhathu,I

respondedtotheprovocationanddisrespectnot

becauseI'mcrazy.

Khathu:(sighs)Istillthinkyoushouldtellher,so

thatshecansupportyouandknowwhattodo

whenyougetepisodes.Whatjobareyoudoing?

Mandisa:I'maneducator,Ihardlyexperiencethose.



IthappenedonceIleftworkearlytorestandcalm

down.

Khathu:Isee,pleasegivemeaminutetoreadyour

fileandgiveyouyourmedication.

Shedidn'texpecthimtobethiscalmaboutit,

especiallyafterheoncegloatedaboutsendingher

toapsychiatrichospitalsohecanmarryKhethelo.

Deepbreath,shedoesn'twanttothinkaboutthatat

thismoment.

NOSIPHO

HowardtakesthemtoaprivateDurbancountrygolf

club.Shehasneverbeentooneandnowshe'shere,

withoneofthehottestrichmenrubbingshoulders

withoneofthefinestwealthymen.

Hetakescareofthedrinksandfindsaspotthat

hasanamazingbeachviewandtheylookintoeach



other'seyes.

Nosipho:so,canyouplay?

Howard:Yeah,butIhaven'tinalongwhile.

Nosipho:Whatisthepurposeofgolfclubs?

Howard:Networking,buildingconnectionsand

relationshipsmorethanthegame.

Nosipho:Isee.

Howard:Iwantustotalk,mostlyabouteachother

andintentions.Youcanaskmeanything.

Nosipho:Okay,whyareyouhere?

Howard:BecauseIwanttobehere.

Nosipho:Why,whatisthereason?

Howard:Ilikeyou,morethanIshould.Ikeep

thinkingaboutyouandwhatcouldbecomeoutof

us.

Nosipho:YouhaveagirlfriendHoward,youcan't



haveyourbreadbutteredbothways.

Howard:TrustmeIlearnedthatthehardway.I

don'twantthatokay?Especiallyhurtingyouor

Boipelo.I'mgoingtodothingsright.

Nosipho:Dothingsrighthow?

Howard:I'llendthingswithherandbewithyou

completely.Youknowthetruthis,Imovedon

quicklyaftermywife'sdeath.Ihonestlywanteda

motherfigureformysonandthatconfusedmeto

thinkitwaslove.Now,Ihavefoundalifepartnerfor

me.

Nosipholooksdown,stirringherdrinkwithher

straw.

Nosipho:Whatifyoursondoesn'tlikeme?

Howard:Hewill,ifnotwewillworkaroundit.AllI'm

askingfor,isachancetogettoknowyoubetterand

thatyougivemealittletimetocleanupmymess.



Nosipho:Idon'tknow,youractionswilldothe

talkingbecausewhatifyousayallofthisjusttoget

intomypantsagain?

Howard:YouthinkI'llpauseeverythinghappening

inmylifejustforsex?

Nosipho:Well,onethingIknowismenwilldoor

saywhateverneededjusttotap.SoyesMrSaints,I

don'ttrustyouuntilyougivemeareasonto.

Howard:Okay,Iguessthat'sfairenough.I've

alreadytoldyoumyplans,nowIneedtoshowyou.

Nosipho:Don'ttaketoolongbecauseIwon'tbe

waitingforever.Letusorderplease,I'mhungryor

youguysdon'teatinthesegolfcoursesofyours?

Howardchucklesandcallsthewaitertotheirtable…

THABISILE

Nokubongacalledhertochataboutwhattranspired



betweenthemoverlunch.Curiosityledherto

accepttheinvitesoshecanknowwhat'sreally

happening.

Nokubonga:Thankyouforagreeingtomeetupwith

me,Iappreciateit.

Thabisile:Well,Iwantedtobeoutofthehouseand

actuallyfindoutthereasonwhyI'mhere.

Nokubonga:Ijustwanttoapologizeformy

behaviorthepastfewmonths.Sanele'spassing

andhiscleansingceremonymademerealizethe

importanceoffamilyandstayingunited.

Itwasrefreshingtoseehowunitedandtightthe

kidswereandittouchedmetothinkthatIalmost

ruinedallofthatbecauseofgreed.I'mreallysorry,

previouslyIjustifiedmyfeelingsandbehaviorby

hidingbehindthefactthatNhloniphoisanheirand

allthat.



HonestlyIwasworriedandconcernedthatour

husbandwasn'ttreatingthemthesamewayor

favouredPhakamanimore.I'mreallysorryabout

that,youhavebeennothingbutkindandaccepting

tome.DiggingJacobupwasverycruelofme.

Thabisile:(sighs)Iknowthere'snosuchthingasa

perfectpolygamyrelationshipbutwhatyoudidhurt

me.YouknowhowdeeptheissueofPhakamaniis

andforyoutousethatasaweaponwas

condescending.

Nokubonga:Iknow,IreallywishIcantakeallthat

backhonestly.Itdoesn'thavetohappennow,the

forgivenessbutIwantedtoputitouttherethatI

haveregretsandI'msorry.

Thabisile:It'salright,Iwouldliketomovepastitas

wellbutyoubrokethetrustIhaveinyou.Howdo

youfeelaboutbecomingagrandmother?

Nokubonga:(sighs)I'llworkonfixingthattrust.

Well,IfeelyoungtobeagrandmotherbutI'm



excitedabit,Ican'twaittoseeandholdanewborn

inmyarms

Thabisile:It'ssucharefreshingandfulfillingfeeling.

Youwillseeforyourselfonceyourgranddaughter

orsonarrives.

Nokubonga:Ohbutthemother,thixo!

Thabisile:(laughing)Leavethepoorgirlalone.

Nokubonga:Phakamani'sgirlfriendisbeautiful,I

likeher.

Thabisile:Sheisprettynolie.

Nokubonga:Youdon'tlikeher?

Thabisile:It'snotuptomebutIfeellikethere's

somethingmissingbetweenhimandPhakamani.

Nokubonga:Somethinglikewhat?

Thabisile:Idon'tknow,chemistrymaybe?Imean

theyareyoungandinlovebutai…

Nokubonga:Leavethepoorgirlalone,yourwords.I

likeher,Ithinkshe'smaturedforPhakamaniand



exactlywhatheneeds.

Thabisile:Idon'tknow,timewilltell.

KHETHELO

Mandisacameovertonightandbroughttakeaways

andisabitquieterthanusualthatcauseshertobe

concerned.

Khethelo:Areyouokay?

Mandisa:Yeah,I'mfine.

Khethelo:Yousure?

Mandisa:Actuallyno.

Sheknowsit,shewaitsforhertocontinue.

Mandisa:IsawKhathutoday.



Herheartskipsabit,coulditbethathetoldher

aboutthatlittleofficesessionthattookplace

betweenthemtheotherday?

Khethelo:Yousawhimwhere?

Mandisa:Attheprivateclinic.

Okay,she'sconfusednow.

Khethelo:Clinic?Wereyouattheclinic?

Mandisa:YesIwas.

Khethelo:Areyousick?

Mandisa:Notreallybutsomethinglikethat.

Khethelo:OkayMandisapleaseshootstraightto

thepoint.

Mandisa:Idon'tknowhowtosaythisandI'vebeen

strugglingwithitbutsurprisinglyKhathu



encouragedmetotellyoubecauseitcanbegeneric

andall.

Khethelo:Youarescaringme.

Mandisatakesoutsomedocumentsfromher

handbagandgivesthemtoKhethelo.

Mandisa:IhavePersonalitydisordersbutit'sunder

controlasItakemedicationforit.

Khethelo:What?Howlonghaveyouhadthis?

Mandisa:Iwasbornwithit…

HerthroatbecomesdryandMandisa'seyes

becomewatery.

Mandisa:Pleasesaysomething…

Khethelo:Idon'tknowwhattosay,Godthisishuge!



SotheywereallrightaboutMandisahavingmental

issues?

SANELISIWE

Sheanswerstheintercomandopenshergatefor

theUbertodriveinwhileshegoesoutsidewithher

handsfoldedandwatchesinsilenceasNadiasteps

outofthecarwithbags.

Nadia:Aunty!

ShetriestosmilebutSanelisiweisnotreturningit

butgivesherquestioninglooks.

Sanelisiwe:Nadia,Iwasnotexpectingyou.

Nadia:Iknow,it'sshortnoticebutIhadtocome.

Sanelisiwe:Mhmmm,comeinside.



Shedoesn'tevenhelpherwiththebagsasthey

walkbackinsidethehouse.Nadiaputsthemdown

andsitsonthechairplayingwithherhands.

Sanelisiwe:What'shappening?

BeforeNadiacananswer,Sanelisiwe'sphonerings,

it'sherbrotherMabuthowhoisNadia'sfather.

Sanelisiwe:Bhuti..

Mabutho:Mysister,howareyou?

Sanelisiwe:I'vebeengood,howiseverythingon

yourside?

Mabutho:Notsogood,yournieceispregnantand

mywifekickedherout…

Sanelisiwecloseshereyesandopensthemagain.



Sanelisiwe:She'shere.

Mabutho:What?Howcanshecomethereafter

whatshedid?Isthischildnormal?Giveherthe

phone!

Sanelisiwe:Whatisgoingon?

Mabutho:Sanelisiwe,youneedtogetridofthat

devilinyourhouseatthismoment!

Sanelisiwe:Idon'tunderstand.

Mabutho:Yourhusbandisthefatherofthatthing

she'scarrying.

Sanelisiwe:(laughingnervously)Youarejoking

right?Becauseno!How?Pleasetellmeit'sa

prank…

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER60

—-1MONTHEARLIER—---

THENEWTONIANHOTEL-JOBURG

MazwakheSibekothebusinesstycoonarrivesin

theafternoonandgetsassistedbythehotelstaff

intosettlingintohisroomandgetscomfortable.

Heisexcitedtobehereasthere'salottolook

forwardto,thebuildingprojectwiththeSaintsand

expandinghistransportationbusinesstothis

provinceaswell.

HeismeetingupwiththeTaxiassociationofthe

routehewantstousetofinalizethedetailsand

termsofarrangements.Onethinghedoesn'twant

isataxiwarthatcouldcosthimhislife.



Aftertakingashoweranddressingupinasemi

formaloutfit,heleavestothecasinosideofthe

hotelwherethemeetingistakingplace.

It'skindofbusy,peopleputtingalltheirsalariesin

withthehopeofbecomingmillionairesovernight

onlytocrywhentheylose.

Oneofthemenhe'smeetingMdluli,isalreadyhere

sotheytalkoverdrinksasMdlulismokes.

Mdluli:It'sgoodtofinallyseeyouSibeko,weheard

alotofgoodthingsaboutyou.

Mazwakhe:It'sgoodtobehere,Ireallyhopethis

meetingturnsouttobegreat.

Mdluli:Definitelyitwillbe.Howiseveryoneathome?

Heardyouareabusymanwithabigfamily?



Mazwakhe:(chuckling)Everyoneisdoinggood,

therearethosechallengeshereandtherebut

nothingheavy.

Mdluli:Iwonderhowyoudoit,Iamstrugglingto

dealwithonewife,imagine4!

Mazwakhe:(laughing)Comeon,youwanttotellme

thatyouareenoughandsatisfiedwithonewoman?

Mdlulilooksaroundandclearshisthroatleaning

over.

Mdluli:Well,Idomisbehavehereandtherebutit's

nothingserious.TheyallknowthatIhaveawife

andwhateverwegetuptocanneveramountto

anythingserious.

Mazwakhe:Nowthat'swhereyouandIdiffer,Idon't

likesneakingaroundhenceImadethemallofficial

mine.Eachplaysanimportantroleinmylife,Ican

saytheycomplimenteachother.

Mdluli:Ihearyoubutstillsaysthat4isalot,where



doyougettheenergytosatisfyallofthem?Are

theyallhappywiththearrangement?

Mazwakhe:Womenarenotthatcomplicated,you

justneedtoknowthemandactaccordinglytoeach.

Givethemfinancialsecurity,buygiftsoften,sex

themgoodandtherestisabonus.I'maverybusy

manbuttheyknowtheoutcomeofmybusiness

maintainsthelifeIamaffordingthem.

Mdluli:Inmynextlife,Iwillbeapolygamist.

Theylaughandmomentslater,3othergentlemen

jointhemandtheystartdiscussingthebusiness.

Food,moredrinksareorderedasthemenengage

notjustinbusinessbuttheirpersonallivesaswell.

Maziyaseemstobethemanofthemoment

becausetheyareallaskinghimforadviceand

listenattentivelytoeverythingthathehastosay.



Afteranhourofbeingthere,thestaffshiftchanges

andtheonesforanightdutycomesin.Itiswhen

MazwakheseesNadiainthehoteluniformserving

them.Shekeepsitcoolwhensheseeshimand

doesherjobandleavestheirtable.Almost

everyoneisdrunkandthere'sfewgirlswhohave

nowjoinedtheirtable.

Ngwenya:Kufreshlokomntwanayerr!Ngikuthole

kanyenje!(thatladyissofresh,ifonlyIcangether

justonce!)

HesaysreferringtoNadiaafterleavingtheirtable.

ThatawakensthejealousyinMazwakheandhe

clickshistonguewarningNgwenyatobehave

becauseNadiaisfamily.

HiseyeskeepsonfollowingNadia'smovementsas

shecontinuesservingpeopleandnoticeshow

somementrytobetouchytouchybecauseofthe

shortskirtshe'swearing.



Mazwakhe:Excuseme,gentleman,Ineedtomake

aphonecalltomywives.

Mdluli:It'sokayMaziya,wearedonebusinesswise

soyoucanrest.

Heshakesalloftheirhandsandwalkstowards

Nadia'sdirection.Sheiswipingatableandhe

standsbehindherandwhispers.

Mazwakhe:Seemeinmyroomwhenyouaredone

here.

Hedoesn'tgiveherachancetorespondand

proceedswalkingtohisroomwherehetakesoffhis

clothesandhitsashower.Hestepsoutofthe

showerwithonlyatowelwrappedaroundhiswaist

andtakesoutthebeerfromthefridgeanddrinksit

checkingonhiswatchforthetime.



Aknockcomesthroughandheopensthedoor,

Nadiastepsinandlooksaround.Heknewshewas

goingtocome,shewantedhim,hesawitinher

eyesalongtimeagobuthewasn'tgoingtoactonit,

especiallyinhishousewithhiswife.Nowtheyare

here,awayfromeveryoneandheisnotusinghis

mindbuthisdicktothinkatthispoint.

Allthesethoughtsaregoingthroughhismindwhile

standinginfrontofher,she'sabittallerwiththe

heelsshe'swearing.Asmileescapesfromherface

andsheplacesherhandonhischest.

Nadia:Wellwell,Iknewyouwerejustactingupthat

day,lookatyounow.What'syourwifegoingtosay?

Mazwakhe:Whatshedoesn'tknowwon'tkillher…

Nadia:Right,whathappenstoVegasstaysinVegas,

right?

Mazwakhe:Yougotthatright,andyouknowwhat's

goingtohappenifyoubreatheawordaboutwhat



happenshere.

Nadianodsandthingsescalatesfast,theyhavesex.

SheisindeedherAunt'sniece,flexibleandfreakyin

bed.Sheleaveshimsweatinglikeadyinghorse

aftertheirsteamysession.

Hewipeshissweatandopenshistravelingbag

whileNadiadressesupandtakesoutabrickof

cashandhandsittoher.

Nadia:What'sthat?

Mazwakhe:Foryourtrouble.

Nadia:ReallyMazwakhe?WhatdoyouthinkIam,a

prostitute?

Mazwakhe:It'sreallynotthatdeep,takethemoney

andspoilyourself.

Sheslapshimsohardandrunstothedooropening



it.

Nadia:Youareapieceofshit!Idon'tknowwhat

Sanesawinyoubecauseyoursexiswhack

anyways!

SheslamsthedoorbehindherandMazwakherubs

hischeek.Herremarksabouthisperformancein

beddoesn'tmovehimbecauseheknowshimself.

Shesaysthisbecauseofbitterness,whatwasshe

expecting,cuddles?

Hegetsonthebedandtakeshisphoneandfinds

Sanelisiwe'ssexyphotosofherinlingeriesaying

she'sgoingtosleepandmisseshim.Regretand

guiltconsumeshimimmediately,heneedstofind

Nadiaandapologizeaboutwhathappenedbefore

sherunshermouthtoheraunt.

Thefollowingmorning,herequestsforherservices



onlytobetoldthatNadiaresignedwithimmediate

effectfromlastnightandleftcrying.Again,guilt

andregretsconsumeshim.Heasksforhernumber

andcallsherbutshehangsupassoonasshe

hearsit'shim.

Hismessagesafterthatgetignoredandlaterhis

numberisblocked.Heputstheeventbehindhim

andfocusesonwhatbroughthimtoGautenginthe

firstplace…..

—----PRESENT—--------

SANELISIWE

BythetimeNadiaisdonenarratingthisstoryher

faceiswetfromtheuncontrollabletearsthatkeep

ongushingdownandshecriesoutsobadly.



Nadia:AuntyIknowmyactwaswickedandIwent

aheadwithitbecauseoftheangerthatIhadabout

howthingswerelasttime.I'mreallysorry,Iknowit

won'tmakeanydifferencebutIregretit.

Sanelisiwe:Youaresorry?Nadiayousleptwithmy

husband!Youcouldhavechosennottogotohis

roombutyoudid!Nowyoucomehereandtellme

youaresorry?Whyareyouevenhere,huh?Torub

itonmyface?

Nadia:No,it'snothinglikethat,I…Ihavenowhereto

go.

Sanelisiwe:Howdidyougethere?

Nadia:IgotaliftfromJoburgfromsomeonewho

wascomingthisside.

Sanelisiwe:(wipinghertears)Whatareyouhoping

toachievewithallofthis?

Nadia:IjustwantMazwakhetotakeresponsibility.

That'sall.



Sheshakesherheadchucklingindisbelief,nothis

isnothappening!Whatthehell?She'ssurelybeing

tested.

Sanelisiwe:Waitformehere,I'mcoming.

Shegoestoherbedroomandclosesthedoor

sinkingdowntothefloorwithherbackagainstit

andcriesoutsobadly.HowcanMazwakhedothis

toher?Forthesecondtime,thistimewithherniece?

Hecheatedwhiletheywerestillonhoneymoonand

camebackwithNonhlanhlaandsheforgavehim

butthistime,hewenttoofar!

Aftercalmingherselfdown,shesendsamessage

toeveryonetomeetupatThabisile'shousewhere

heisat.Theyareprobablyhavingsupperandit's

theperfectmomenttobethereandshewantsto

confronthiminfrontofeveryone.



Shechangesintotrackpantsandsneakersand

walksoutofthebedroom.Thedeviliseatingher

sandwich.Lordhavemercy!

Sanelisiwe:Itwasmyhusbandnow,myfood?

Nadia:I'msorry,Iwasreallyhungry.

Sanelisiwe:Let'sgo.Takeyourbags.

Nadia:Wherearewegoing?

Sanelisiwe:Toyourbabydaddy,aren'tyouherefor

him?

Shedoesn'trespondbutpicksherbagsupagain

andwalksoutofthehouse.

KHETHELO

Mandisa'srevelationleftherinshock,shehasbeen



onhercomputerresearchingaboutitanditshocks

hertorealisethatthesignsweretherebutshe

didn'treallypayattentiontoit.

Atthemomentsheisreallyconfusedanddoesn't

knowhowtoreacttothisnews.It'shugeand

honestlyapartofherisscaredbutshelovesher.

Mandisa:Babe…

Mandisasaysnearbyandsheisstartled,nearly

breakinghercomputer.Howdidshegethere?

Mandisachucklesindisbelief

Khethelo:Don'tsneakuponmelikethat.

Mandisa:I'msorry,Ibroughtyourphone.

Sanelisiwewascalling.

Shesayshandingitovertoherandsheseesthe



missedcallsandopenshermessages.

Khethelo:Thankyou,lookIneedtogohome.

Mandisa:Iseverythingalright?

Khethelo:IhopesobutI'llgettoknowwhenIget

there.

Mandisa:Okay,arewegoingtotalkwhenyoucome

back?

Khethelo:Mandisalook,IthinkIneedsometime

andspacetodigestthenews.It'sjust

overwhelmingatthemoment.

Mandisa:Youarenotbreakingupwithmeright?

Khethelo:I'mnot,Ijustneedtobeinformedabout

thissoIcanmakeasoliddecisiongoingforward.

Mandisa:(sighs)Okay,howmuchtimedoyouneed?

Khethelo:Idon'tknow…

AmomentofsilencepassesandMandisalooks



deeplyhurtbyherwordsbutthat'sthebestshecan

dorightnow.

Mandisa:Okay,I'mgoingtogiveyouspacethen.I'll

gogetmythingsandleave.Youwillletmeknow

whenyouarereadytotalk.

Khethelo:Alright.

MandisaleavesherpresenceandKhetheloshuts

hereyesforasecondfeelingbadaboutthiswhole

thing.

MAZWAKHE

HeiswatchingsoccerwithPhakamanitalking

abouttheirfavoriteplayersawaitingdinnerwhen

everyonestartsarrivingunannouncedallatonce.

Nosipho:Thisbetterbegood,Ileftagoodthing



goingandrushedhomebecauseitsoundedasif

someonewasdying.

Shesaysassoonastheyallsettleinatable,

MazwakhelookslostandsoisThabisile.

Mazwakhe:Whatisgoingon?Whocalledforthis

meeting?

Sanelisiwe:Idid…

Shesayswalkingthroughthedoor,fromoneglance

Mazwakhecantellthatthere'strouble.Hisheart

startsbeatingupfast,herfacelooksred,hereyes

swollenandred.

Thabisile:MaGumede,whathappened?



SheaskscalmlyandSanelisiwerubshereyes

pullingachairsittingdown.

Sanelisiwe:Firstlyletmeapologizeforhijacking

yourprivatefamilymomentwithoutinformingyou

aboutwhat'shappening.Ijustdidn'twant

MazwakhetotryandstopmehenceIdidn'ttell

anyonefromthishouse.

Secondly,IapologizetoeveryoneIscaredwithmy

messagesandthankyouforleavingeverythingto

comehereandhearwhatIhavetosay.

Silence,shebreathesheavilysniffingandlooksup

athim,straightintotheeyes.

Sanelisiwe:WhatI'mgoingtotellyoubreaksmy

heart,Ihavebeenprayingallthewayhopingthat

it'snottrue.EvennowIamprayingthatit'snottrue.

Khethelo:Sane,whatisit?



Sanelisiwe:Pleasegivemeamoment.

Shecallssomeoneonherphonetocomeinand

Nadiawalksthroughthedoor.Someoneshootshim!

Whatisshedoinghere?Shesitsontheemptychair

withherheaddroppeddown.

Sanelisiwe:ThisismynieceNadiaforthosewho

don'tknowher.Nadiacametovisitmefewmonths

backandifyouremembercorrectlyThabisileItold

youthereasonIwantedhergone.

GoshIwishNonhlanhlawashere,shesawthisone

coming.Nonetheless,mybelovedniecehere

badmouthedmetomyhusbandwhotoldmeabout

itandaskedmetosendherpacking.

Iapplaudedhisactofseeingthroughherconniving

waysandwarnedmeaboutit.OnlyifIknewthathe

wasgoingtofollowhertoJoburgandimpregnate



her.

Nosipho:Haibo!

Nokubonga:(clappingherhands)Ngasho!(Isaidit)

Nhlonipho:Maziya,thisisnottrueright?

Sanelisiwe:PleaseaskhimNhlonipho,mybrother

calledmerightafterNadiashowedupatmyhouse

andtoldmethattheykickedheroutafter

discoveringthatshewaspregnant.Youcan

imaginetheshockIgotaftertheytoldmemyown

husbandisthefathertothebabyshe'scarrying.

Mbali:Issheevenpregnantyenalononkroyior

she'smakingitup?

Sanelisiwe:Unfortunatelythereisascan,the

pregnancytimeframematchesthetimeMaziya

wasaway.

Alleyesonhim,thisissomethinghedidn'tsee

coming.PhakamaniandThabisilearequiteasif

theyarenotinthesameroom.



Mazwakhe:Iadmitbeingtemptedandgettingher

intobedbut…

Sanelisiwe:Soyousleptwithher,isthatwhatyou

aresaying?

Mazwakhe:Itwasamomentofweakness,Ididn't…

Sanelisiwepushesherchairbackandstandsup

chucklingwithtearsstreamingdownherface.

Sanelisiwe:Amomentofweaknessyousay?

Wasn'tthatwhatNonhlanhlasaidtoyouwhenyou

confrontedheraboutcheatingonyou?Wait,soyou

goaroundsleepingwithpeoplewithoutprotection

puttingallourlivesatrisk?Ladies,Isuggestweall

gettested!

Mazwakhe:MaGumede,Iunderstandyourpainbut

itonlyhappenedonceandIregrettedit.



Sanelisiwe:Isthatsupposedtomakemefeelbetter?

Sowhat'sgoingtohappennow?Areyougoingto

takeherasyourfifthwife?

Again,everyonelooksathimwithanticipation.

Mazwakhe:No…

Sanelisiwe:Youknowwhat,I'moverthisshit!

ShewalksawayandKhethelorunsafterher,

followedbyMbaliandNosipho.

Nokubonga:So,what'sgoingtohappennow?Show

wedivorceyoutoo?

Tobecontinued…
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CHAPTER61

THABISILE

Afterallthechaosthathappenedinherhouse,she

isfinallyhavingherhousetoherselfandisapplying

anightfacemaskonherfaceinthebathroomwhen

Mbalistormsinlookingveryangry.

Mbali:Ma,howcandaddothis?Pleasetellmeyou

aregoingtodivorcehim!Hecan'tcontinuegoing

aroundmakingwomenpregnantandmarrythemat

theendoftheday!

Thabisile:Mbali,thisisnotyourbusinesstodeal

with,pleasedon'tgetinvolved.

Mbali:Ishouldn'tgetinvolvedwhendad

embarrassesusbycheatingwithladiesthesame

ageasus?



Thabisile:Yourfatherhasalwaysbeenlikethis,

neverhidthefactthatheloveswomen.Theleasthe

didwastorespectmeenoughtotellmeaboutit.

Mbali:Respect?Whatkindofrespectisthisone?

Mama,whatareyouteachingus?

Thabisile:AsIsaidtoyou,thisisbiggerthanyou

anddon'tgetinvolved.Heisapolygamist,he

can/willmarryasmanywivesasheseesfits.

Mbali:Andyouareokaywiththat?

Thabisile:IthurtedwithNokubongaandafterthat,

thepaingottransferredtothelastwife.I'mjustsad

thatthisgirlisSanelisiwe'sniece,heshouldn't

havegoneforher.

Mbali:IhopeSanelisiwedoesn'tdisappointmebut

showsdadthattheworlddoesn'trevolvearound

himandthatheistrash.



ShestormsoutandThabisilewipesherfacewith

thewetclothandlooksatherreflectionstaringat

herbackinthemirror.Hiswillishurtingher.

MAZWAKHE

Hehasbeenlockedinsidehisofficewithhishead

facingdowninshame,notknowingwhattodoor

dealwiththisdilemmathatjusthappened.

PhakamanihasdrivenNadiatobookherinaguest

housenearby.Sheistheleastofhisworries,now

thepersonheisworriedaboutthemostis

Sanelisiwe.Hedoesn'tevenhavethestrengthto

lookatherintheeyes,can'tstandthepain,look,

anger,disappointmentinhereyes.Heisusedto

seeinglovedisplayedonthoseeyesandnowhe

messedup.

Ifonlyitwaspossibletoreversetime,hewould



havewalkedawayfromthatthoughtandnot

entertainedit.NowheisgoingtoloseSane,

becausehecouldn'tkeepitinsidehispants.

Agoodwomanwhohasbeennothingbut

supportive,lovingandloyaltowardshim.She

doesn'tdeservethisandasmuchashemessedup

somuch,hedoesn'twanttoloseher.

Hewon'tbethesameifhedoes,sheholdsan

importantroleinhislifeandwithouther,heis

doomed.ThedooropensandPhakamaniwalksin,

Mazwakheliftshisfaceup.

Phakamani:Sheissettledbaba.

Mazwakhe:Thankyoundodana…

That'sallhecouldsay,atthismomentheisa

failureandadisappointment.



Phakamani:Whatareyougoingtodobaba?

Mazwakhe:Honestly,Idon'tknowson…

Phakamani:Howdidyouallowthismistaketo

occurMaziya?

Mazwakhe:Mfanawami,ngibhayizilengamosha

kakhulu!(Myboy,Imessedupbigtime)

Phakamani:(sighs)Thisfamilyisfallingapartand

it'ssadtowitness,youhavetodosomethingbaba.

Getupfromthatchair,stopfeelingsorryfor

yourselfandfixthismess.Yesyoumessedup,sure,

butyoucan'thideinhereforever.Ifyoudon'tact

now,youwillwakeupwithnothingandnoone.Act

nowunlessyouarepreparedtoloseanotherwife.

Hesmilesfeelingproudatthemanheraised.

Mazwakhe:NgiyabongaMaziya,Ineededtohear



thosewords.

Phakamani:Youarewelcome,I'lltakemyleave

now,probablypassbyyourhousetoseehouseto

seehowSanelisiweisholdingon.

Mazwakhe:Pleaseupdateme,Ineedhertocool

downabit.

Phakamani:Iwilldo,letmego.

HewalksoutandMazwakhetakeshisphonefrom

thetable.Thefirstpersonheneedstodealwithis

Nadia.Hecan'tharmher,aswickedassheis,he

knewthatandapproachedherstill.

SANELISIWE

Sheiscuddlingherselfupinthecornerofher

bedroom,herkneesuponherchestwithabottleof

winenexttoher.Herfaceisnowdrywithallthese

tearsrollingdownherface.



Shehassent100messagestoNadiaand

Mazwakhecursingthematsomepoint,andthe

nextaskingthemwhy.Maybesheneedstohavea

meetingwiththetwoofthemsothatshecanhave

someclosure.

Herphonehasbeenringingnonstop,Khetheloand

thegirlscallingher.Shehasnostrengthtoreplyor

talktoanyone.Shesaideverythingshewantedto

saythereinThabisile'shouse.

Lightsfromthecarflashesthroughherwindowand

shequicklygetsupandgoestothekitchentoget

herknife.Lordforgiveherbutshe'sgoingtojail

tonightforkillingMazwakhe.Shewaitsin

anticipationforhimtowalkinbutinstead

Phakamanidoes.

Phakamani:Whoa,Sanelisiwe,droptheknife



please.

Sanelisiwe:Ithoughtitwasyourfather.

Shedropsitonthetableandgoestothecouchand

sinksintoit.Phakamanifollowswithaglassof

waterthatheforceshertodrink.

Phakamani:Youaregoingtofeelbetter.

Thewaterhassugarandsomesaltinit.Really

Phakamani,adrip?Shedrinkseitherway.

Phakamani:Howareyoufeeling?Iknowthe

questionisoutofcontextbutreally,howareyou

feeling?

Sanelisiwe:Sad,angry,betrayed,disappointedlike

allinonce.Howcanyourfatherdothistome?

Again?Igetthathecangetanotherwomanagain

butmyniecePhakamani?Kantiwheredoesthe



limitstop?

Hemademefeelsecureandproudwhenhekicked

heroutonlytolustafterherinJoburg.Whatdoes

thatsayaboutme?IsitbecauseIhaven'tgivenhim

achild?

Phakamani:Sanelisiwe,stopthesethoughtsandall

ofthisgotnothingtodowithyou,seriously!He

messedup,bigtimeandhealsoknowsitbutithas

nothingtodowithyouorthekindofpersonyouare.

Sanelisiwe:Wellithurts,somucheven.Youknow

whatworseisthatIstilllovehimbutIcan’tforgive

this,yourdadwenttoofar.

Phakamani:Hedid,butIthinkyouneedsometime

togatheryourthoughtsandmakeadecisionabout

thiswholethingyouknow.

Sanelisiwewipeshertearsoffherface.



Sanelisiwe:TheonlydecisionIhavetomakeright

nowisgoingfarawayfromyourfather.Idon'tsee

usmovingpastthis,howamIgoingtotrusthim

aroundmyfriendsandrelativesagain?No,Iamnot

doingthistomyself.

Phakamani:IhearyouandlikeIsaid,it'syour

decision.Justtalktohimandtellhimwhatyouare

tellingmenow.Don'trunawayfromthisbutrather

confrontitstraighton.

Sanelisiwe:Youareright,Iwilldojustthat.Ineed

togetmylawyerreadyinthemeantime.I'mdone,I

loveyourfatherandIknowit'sgoingtohurtbuthe

doesn'tseenorrespectmehonestly.

Phakamanikeepsquietthenstandsupannouncing

thatheisleaving.Sanelisiwewalkshimuptothe

door.



Sanelisiwe:Thanksforcoming…

Phakamani:Mypleasure,begoodandcalmdown

okay?

Sanelisiwe:I'lltry…

Hewalksoutandstopsabittakinghisphoneoutof

hisphone.Hecursesunderhisbreathand

Sanelisiwegetscloser.

Sanelisiwe:Whatisit?

Phakamani:Ihaveneverseensomanyzerosinmy

life!

Heshowsherhisphone'sscreenandhermouth

openswidewhensheseesthefiguresfromhis

banknotification.

Sanelisiwe:Somuchmoney!



Phakamani:Lucasdoesn'tlisten,Ihavetogo,I'll

seeyouaround.

Sanelisiwenodsandclosesthedoorafterhimand

walkstoherbedroomandpicksthebottleshewas

drinkingfromandemptiesitonthesink.

NADIA

Shehasbeenreadingthemessagesfrom

SanelisiweandMazwakhe'sdaughter'sswearingat

heronhersocialmediaplatforms.

MbalididtheworstandpostedheronTwitter,

peoplearenowdraggingherleftandcentrecalling

heroutforthebitcheryshecommitted.Thewords

andcommentscutdeeperandcauseherserious

heartpalpitations.



Reachinginsideherbagsandcomingoutwithher

diarywhereshewrites4letters.Oneaddressingher

parents,Sanelisiwe,Mazwakheandhisfamily.

Sheputstheminthepedestaldrawerandremoves

thebedsheets,rollingthemupintoalongropeand

headstothebathroom.

Shelooksaroundandseesthehighwallbathroom

burglaryandputssomeoftheropeshemadewith

thesheetsinthere….

Tobecontinued.

(ThischapterisshortbecauseI'mtiredandnot

well,sopleasesparemethecomplaints.We'll

continuetomorrow)
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NADIA

Shegetsinsidethebathtubandtrieswrappingthe

ropearoundherneckbutitisanepicfail.The

windowsaren'ttoohighnorstrong,insteadofdying,

sheisgoingtoinjureherself.

Shestepsoutofthebathroomandgoesbackto

bedandliesdownthereallowingtearsstreaming

downherface.Kwamphindafuthiloko,it'slikeshe

hasthisbadluckofattractingmarriedmen.

Herfirstbabydaddywasmarriedtoo,butatleast

withnotsomanywivesandhooligansofchildren.A

memoryflashesdownhermindathowsheusedto

disrespectthatwifeandmadeherlifealivinghell

throughoutthepregnancyjourney.

Howshewoulddemandthehusband'sattentionnot



caringhowitaffectedhismarriage.Whenshelost

herchildduringlabor,shesawitaskarma.

Sheshouldhavelearnedbythenbutno,lookather

now,she'sdoingitagainandthistimeit'seven

worsebecauseSanelisiweisherAunt.Theydon't

haveacloserelationshipbecauseshealways

viewedherasMissgoodtooshoesandknowitall.

Deepdownsheenviesherlifeandwhatshehas

withMazwakhe.Whenshegotkickedout,shewas

disappointedandtoldherselfthatatimewillcome

whereshe'sgoingtopayrevengeandactuallyshow

Sanelisiwethatsheisnotallthat.

Thatnight,whenshesawMazwakheandwhenhe

actuallycalledhertohisroom,sheknewthatthe

timehadcome.Shemadesuretodistracthimwhen

hespokeaboutthecondomsothathenutsinside

her.



AsatraditionalZulumanheis,Nadiaknewthathis

semenwouldnotstruggletofertilizehereggand

boy,itdid.Followingthehistoryofhowhisfourth

wifejoinedthefamily,thisreactionissomething

shedidn'texpect.

Shesitsupandlooksatherselffromthemirror.

Everyoneisrighttosaythatabouther,Imeanshe

iswickedandawitch.Killingherselfwillnothelp

thesituationoranyonebutmakematterseven

worse.

It'stimeshefacesherdemons,confrontsherpast

anddealswithwhateverabandonmentshefeelsin

herlife.Shepicksthelettersandtorethemapart

andthrowsthepiecesinsidethebin.

MBALI



Herphonerings,It'sKhethelo.Sheanswersonthe

secondring.

Mbali:Sis…

Khethelo:Whatdoyouthinkyouaredoing?

Mbali:Huh?

Khethelo:Thattweet,didyouseriouslyhavetoair

ourfamilydirtylaundryinPublicandhumiliated

fatherlikethat?

Mbali:AisukaKhethelo,Doyouseriouslycare

aboutdad'sreputationovermom'sfeelingsatthis

point?Hehumiliatedherfirstsohemightaswell

catchthefire.

Khethelo:Thisisnotabouttakingsidesbutthat

Tweetisgoingtoaffectthefamilybusiness.You

knowhowbadmediaisadisadvantageinthe

boardroom.Deletethattweetandstopmeddlingin

elders'business.

Momhadachoice,stilldoesbutshe'schoosingto



staywithdaddespiteeverything.It'sherdecisionof

whichIbelieveshehasastrongreasonto.I'mnot

goingtoinvolvemyself.

Mbali:It'snotfairthough,nowweshouldsmileand

acceptNadia?

Khethelo:Mbali,youalsohaveyourownskeletons,

whatifsomeoneorNaidabringsthemup?Areyou

goingtobeabletohandletheheat?Behaveand

deletethattweet!

MbalisighsandquicklygoestoTwitteranddeletes

thepost.Afterdoingso,shelockshertimelineand

turnsoffnotifications.

REFILOE

Phakamanicalledafewminutesagoandtoldher

thathewasontheway.Shequicklychangedthe

bedsheetsandcoversandworelingerieforhim



underhergown.Hopefullyheisinthemood

becauseit'sbeenawhilesincetheygotintoitand

shemisseshim.

Hewalksin,lookinghandsomeasusualbuthas

thatfatiguewrittenalloverhisfaceandbody

language.Shehugshimandkisseshim,his

temperatureishot.

Refiloe:Baby,areyouokay?

Phakamani:I'mgood,howhaveyoubeen?

Refiloe:Weareokay,justmissedyou…

Shesaysthelastlinewithaflirtyfaceandeyes,

Phakamanipullshertohim,hesmasheshislips

ontoherswhilehishandsripsthegownapart.Okay,

seemsliketodayshe'sgoingtogetit,andhard.

Phakamani:Damnyoulooksosexy!



Hiscomplimentisfollowedbyaspankonherbum

whilehishandshiftstheg-stringasideandrubson

heralreadywetcookie.Hispresencealoneturns

himon,itbecomesanoceanoncehegetstotouch

her.

Hekissesher,withsomuchdesireandpassionas

Refiloehelpshimoutofhisclothes.She'sturned

aroundquickly,herheadandfaceispresseddown

thetable,buttocksspreadoutandheslidesin.

Thepositionisabituncomfortableashisthrusts

arefastandrough.Heleansonherbody,breathing

downonherneckwithhishandonherneckand

pumpingherfast.

Phakamani:IloveyouRefiloe,neverdoubtthat.

Heconfessesandcumshardafterthat,itdownsto

herthatheneededthat.Finallyhishandreleases

herneckandshelooksforatoweltoclean



themselvesup.Hiseyespopoutasshetakesher

handandsitonthebedwithher.

Refiloe:What'swrong?

Phakamani:Baby,I'msosorryIhurtyou.IswearI

didn'tmeantolosemyselflikethat.

Refiloeliftshereyestothemirroroppositeand

swallowsattheredmarksaroundherneckandass.

Shesmilesandkisseshim.

Refiloe:Youneededit.

Phakamani:Pleasetellme,areyouokay?

Refiloe:Alittlebitsorebutit'snothingIcan'thandle.

Phakamani:I'llkissitbetter…

Goosebumps,sheshiftsforhimandtheygetunder

theblanketswithherheadonhischest.



Refiloe:Doyouwanttotalkaboutwhatisbothering

you?

Phakamani:(sighs)Myfamily,everythingisjusta

mess.It'sonedramaafteranother.MaybeI

shouldn'thavecomeback.

Refiloe:ThenIwouldn'thavemetyou.

Phakamani:Trueandyouarethebestthingthat

hashappenedtomesinceIcameback.It'sjustthat

it'stiringyouknow.

Refiloe:I'msorry,Idon'tknowwhat'sgoingonbutI

hopeit'sgoingtogetbetter.

Phakamani:Iprayso,whenyoupraypleaseinclude

myfamily.

Sheistouchedbythatrequest,shenods.

Refiloe:Iwill,Ipromise.

Phakamani:IwanttobuyusahousebutobviouslyI



willneedyourinputonit.

Refiloe:Forreal?

Phakamani:(smiling)Yes,itshouldbelocatedinan

areathathasgoodschoolsforKefilwe,andasafe

neighborhood.Thenafterthat,wecanstarttalking

aboutgettingmarried.

Sheisexcitedaboutthemoveandallbutnowthe

marriagetalk,itmeansthatshehastocontacther

familyagain?

Refiloe:Babe…

Phakamani:Nolove,myfatherraisedmewithone

rule:Ifyoulikeit,loveit,putaringonit.Akukipitwa

kaSibeko.(wedon'tcohabitinourfamily)

Refiloe:(sighs)Okay,I'llbelookingintoit.

Phakamani:(kissingherforehead)Whatcardoyou

love?Orwishestodrivesomeday?

Refiloe:Whoa,holdonMr.Acarandahouse,allat



once?

Phakamani:(smiling)Whynot?Imeanwecan

affordit.Justnameit.

Refiloe:Okay,let'sstartwiththehousefirst…

Phakamani:Wecanaffordbothactually,butalright,

wheneveryouarereadyma'am…

Hekisseshersoftlyandshecanfeelherselfgetting

wetagain,asifhecanreadhermind,herunshis

handdownhernana.

Phakamani:Letmesootheit…

THABISILE

SheturnsaroundandrealizesthatMazwakheison

thebed.Whendidhegetinhere?Sheattemptsto

turnbackbutheholdsherarmgently.



Mazwakhe:Manzini,letustalk.

Thabisile:(sighs)Aboutwhat?

Mazwakhe:Everything,wecan'tgoonlikethisand

youknowthatsilenttreatmenttriggersme.

Hehatesitwithpassion,ifyouwanttoseehimgo

throughthemost,bluetickhimyouwillsee.

Thabisile:Fine,let'stalk!

Mazwakhe:Yougofirst,sinceIcantellthatyou

havealotonyourchest.

Thabisile:So,byallowingyoutofulfillyourwillof

beingapolygamistyousawitfittogoaround

fuckingeverythingthathasahole?Sanelisiwe's

niece,really?Sheisjustakid!YesSanelisiweis

youngbutthatgirlisMbali'sage!

Howdidyouseeherasawomantobed?Someone



yourdaughter'sage?AreMbaliandNosipho's

friendssafearoundyouorareyougoingtosee

wivesinthemtoo?HowcanyoubetraySanelisiwe

likethis?Mazwakheyoudidn'tevenprotectus,you

knowhowloosethesekidsare,whatifsheissick?

Mazwakhe:NothingIcansaytoyouwillcomfort

you,andIamreallysorryforthepainIhavecaused.

Mywife,Iprayandhopethatyouwillfinditinyour

hearttoforgivemeforcheatingonyou.

YouareaperfectpersonandyouareeverythingI

needinawife.Iamsorryforbetrayingyourtrust.

YouaremorethanIcouldhaveeverdreamed,andI

wanttospendtherestofourlivestogether.

IknownowthatIhadbeenblindnottoknowthatI

alreadyhavethebestwife.Ichosethewrongpath

andasaresult,Ihavecausedyousomuchpain.



Iamsorryfromthebottomofmyheartforruining

thewonderfullifewehadtogether.Iamsorryfor

myactions,andIcanonlyhopethatyouwillone

dayforgiveme.

Icheatedonyou,andthatisunforgivable.Butfor

thesakeofourchildren,Ihopewecanfindawayto

resolvethissothatwecankeepourfamilytogether.

Youaremyfirstloveandthemostimportant

personinmylife.Ourrelationshipiseverythingto

meandIknowIamfarfrombeingperfect,butIwill

doeverythingpossibletowardsbecomingonefor

you.

Pleaseforgivemesthandwasami,Iletyoudown

GwabiniandIamwillingtodoeverythingtofixthis

mess,however,Ican'tdoitaloneorwithoutyouby

myside.



Thabisileshakesherheadandgetsofffrombed.

Thabisile:Areyougoingtomarryher?

Mazwakhe:No,Idon'thavefeelingsforher,Iwill

notmakethesamemistakeIdidwithNonhlanhla,

marryingherforthechild.IfthechildNadiais

carryingisindeedmine,I'llraiseitasaSibekoand

thatwillbeit.

Thabisile:IfSanelisiweforgivesyoufromthis,

consideryourselflucky.Sheisnotlikeme,didn't

startfromthebottomwithyoulikewedid,didn't

sufferthewaywedid,maynotloveyouthewayIdo.

I'veheardyourapologybutit'sgoingtotakemore

thanjustwordsformetomovepastthis.

Aftersayingthat,sheexcusesherselfoutoftheir

bedroomandheadstothekitchenforwaterand

nearlyscreamswhensheseesPhakamani.Menof

thishouseandsneakingaround,whendidthisone



comebackbecausehewenttohisgirlfriend!

Phakamani:GoodmorningSalukazi…

Hesaysandkissesheronthecheekandgivesher

awarmhugthatsheneededbadly.

Thabisile:I'mgoodBaba,howareyou?

Phakamani:Notsogoodbecauseyouarenot

alright.

Thabisile:It'sgoingtobeokay,don'tstressyourself

aboutit.

Phakamani:YourememberthereasonIleftfortwo

goodyearsandnotcomeback?

Sheremembersthatverywell,itwasafter

MazwakhehadbroughtNonhlanhlahome.

Phakamaniwasveryangryandleftforthearmyfor

twoyearswithoutcomingback.



Thabisile:Baba,pleasedonotleaveagain,your

fatherandIwillfixthis.

Phakamani:There'snothingyoushouldfixmama,

youdidn'tdoanythingwronghere.Iloveand

respectFatherbutIhatewhatheisdoingtoyou.I

didn'tsayanythingbecauseIneededtocalmdown,

IknowifIsaidanythingitwasgoingtobeugly.

ButI'mgoingtoconfronthimaboutthis,andI'm

sorrythere'snothingyoucandotostopme.Iwon't

disrespecthim,butheisgoingtohearanhonest

opinionfromme.Iamnotgoingtostandhereand

watchallofthishappenandsmileasifit'sfine.

Thabisile:Okay,likeyousaid,Iwon'tstopyou.But

attheendoftheday,remember,heismyhusband

andyourfather.

Phakamani:Pleasegoprepareyourself,I'mtaking



yououtforbreakfast.

Thabisile:Forreal?

Phakamani:Yes,there'ssomethingelseIwantus

totalkabout,butnothere.

Thabisile:Doyouwanttogivemeheadsup?

Phakamani:It'saboutJacobandthelegacyheleft

behindforme.LikeIsaid,we'lltalkaboutitwhen

wegettohaveourbreakfast.

Thabisile:Okay,givemeafewminutes.

SANELISIWE

Sheopenshereyesandaheadachehitsherhard

betweentheeyes.Shefindsherpainkillersand

drinksthemimmediately.It'sanothernewdayand

noonewalkedinandsaid"surprise,it'saprank"

Shereachesforhercellphoneandfindsloadsof

messagesfromMazwakhe'skids,Thabisileand



Nadia.

SheopenstheWhatsAppvoicemessagefrom

Mazwakheandlistenstoit.

Mazwakhe:(voiceover)MaGumede,Sometimes,

therearesimplynowordsthatcanadequately

expressthedepthofaperson'sfeelingsthatare

plaguedbyregret,guilt,andsadnessforawrong

done.Thisismypredicamentnowforhurtingyou

sobadlywhenyoutrustedmeso.

IwanttotellyouI'msorryathousandtimes,butI

knowmyapologycan'tundowhathasbeendoneor

easethepaininyourheart.Cheatingonyouis

certainlyanunforgivablemistake.Itotallydeserve

alltheangerandresentmentfromyouforwhatI

haveputyouthrough.

However,italsopainsmetoseeyousufferingasa



resultofmymisbehavior.Guiltburnsinmyheart

thinkingofallthehurtthatyoumustbefeeling

becauseofmyrecklessness.EachtimethatIthink

ofyou,IgetangrywithmyselfbecauseIcan

imagineallthebittertearsyoumusthaveshed

whenyoulearnedofmyindiscretion.

I'mfeelinglikethisbecausethereisstillloveforyou

glowinginmyheart.Otherwise,Iwouldn'thave

caredonebitandmovedon.ButIdon'twantthis

relationshiptoend.Istillcaredeeplyaboutyouand

loveyouwithallmyheart.Itrulywantyoutobe

happyagainwithmestillbeingapartofyourlife.

IknowIdon'thavetherighttoaskanythingfrom

youwhenIhavefoolishlybetrayedyourtrustinme.

Butifyoucanfinditinyourhearttoforgivemeand

givemeanotheropportunitytoprovetoyouhow

muchIloveyou,Iwillbevery,veryrelievedindeed.

ForthatwouldmeanIstillhavethechancetolove

andcherishyouasyoudeserve,andachanceto



makeyourfutureahappieronewithmorelaughter

andfewertears.

Lastly,IjustwanttosaythatIhavefaithinmylove

foryou.Ihavefaiththatwewillovercometheodds

andmakeourrelationshipevenbetterthanbefore.

GivemeanotherchanceandIhavefaiththat,one

day,wewilllookbackatthisandbegladthatwe

didn'twalkawayfromeachother.

PleaseletmeknowwhenIcanseeyousothatwe

cantalkandfindawayaroundthis.

Sanelisiweclickshertongueafterlisteningtothe

voicenoteandtypesareply.

Sanelisiwe:(typing)There'snothingwillmakeme

forgivethisI'msorry.Iwantadivorce,mylawyer

willbeintouchwithyousoon.



Shesendsitthroughandgetsoffthebed…

Tobecontinued.
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THABISILE

TheSouthCoastviewisdoingjusticeandgiving

herthefreshairsheneeded.Thefoodhereis

amazingandsoisthemusic.Phakamaniiseating

slowlywhilepressingonhisphoneandsmiling

fromtimetotime.

Thabisile:IsthatRefiloemakingyousmilethis

much?

Phakamani:Theoneandonly.



Thabisile:Mhmm…

Phakamani:Iloveherma,youknowsheisjustso

simpleandlaidback.Abreathoffreshairifyouask

me.

Thabisile:IfyouarehappysonthenIamhappy.

Heputshisphonefacedownandsitsupstraight.

Phakamani:Nowlet'stalkaboutyou;mother,are

youhappy?Obviouslynotbutmyquestionismore

likewhyareyoustillhere?

Thabisile:BecauseIhavetobehere,Ibelonghere.

Phakamani:Doeshewantyoutobehere?

Thabisile:Whatdoyoumean?

Phakamani:Momcomeon,thewaydadisdoingas

hepleasesinthismarriageit'snoton.Howmany

wivesandkidsareyougoingtoaccept?Isit

becausehefoundyouwithme?Ma,talktome

please.



Thabisile:Phakamani,thisisdeeperthanwhatit

lookslikeokay?YourfatherandImadean

agreement,thisishisneed.

Phakamani:ISIDINGOesikuzwisaubuhlungu?(A

needthathurtsyou?)Momifthisisaboutmoneyor

fearofstartingoverthenyoudon'thaveto.Imean

JacobleftmesomuchmoneyIdon'tevenknow

whatIamgoingtodowithit.Icangiveallofthatto

youjustsoyoucanhaveyourpeaceofmind

withoutworryingaboutwhatyoubuiltwithMaziya.

Thabisile:Phakamani,moneycanandwon'tsolve

everything.Youaregrowingupandhopefullyyou

willstartyourownfamilysoon,Ibelievethatyou

aregoingtounderstand.

Phakamani:IwillnevertreatsomeoneIlovethe

wayhedoes.Iwascomingintotermsthatokay,he



has4wivesanddonebutno,hegoesanddoesthe

worst!ThatgirlisMbali'sage,whatdoesthatmake

youfeel?

Thabisile:OkayPhakamanithat'senough!I'mnot

goingtosithereandlistentoyoucrucifymeand

judgeme!It'sokaytobeconcernedbutyouareoff

rampingnow!Thisgotnothingtodowithyou!The

samepersonyouarecrucifyingraisedyou,gave

youanameandahome!

Phakamani:Becauseofthatitmakesitokayfor

whatheisdoing?Isthatwhyyouwon'twalkaway?

Areyouindebtedtohim?

Thischildispressingherandshedoesn'tlikeit,she

breathesheavilyandpushesherchairbackgetting

up.

Thabisile:Uyafananjenababakho,umuntumakathi



Noawuzwa!(Youandyourfatherarethesame,you

keeponpressingevenwhenapersonsaysno)

Shestormsoutwithoutlookingbackandheadsto

wheresheparkedhercar.

NHLONIPHO

Heshakeshisheadattheheadlinesthataregoing

aroundabouttheirfathercheatingonhiswiveswith

agirlthesameageashislastdaughter.What

makesitevenworseisthatshe'sthewife'srelative!

Lumka:Babe….

Shecallsforhimwalkinginsidetheloungeand

Nhlonipholiftshisheadup.



Nhlonipho:Yeah?

Lumka:Yourfatheristrendingandit'snotgood.

Nhlonipho:(sighs)Isaw.

Lumka:Whatishappening?Whoisthisgirl?

Nhlonipho:Sanelisiwe'sniece,udodinjewestaff.

Youknow,Ican'tbelievedadcheated,again!Not

afterthespeechhegaveus,doestrueloveeven

existoutthere?Yoohhai.

Lumkakeepsquiet,inawaythistopicremindsher

ofherownskeletons.

Lumka:Isthisstillaboutyourfatheroryouhave

somethingtosay?

Nhlonipho:Somethingtosay?

Lumka:Idon'tknowNhloniphobutIfeellikeyou

haven'tmovedonfromwhathappenedbetweenus.

Youaregoingtoremindmeofmymistakeevery

chanceyouget.



Nhlonipho:Cheatingisalongprocesstobecalleda

mistake,Irefuse!

Lumka:Whatareyousayingkahlekahle?

Nhlonipho:Lumka,youandIarestillinthesame

place.Iamjustavailabletohelpyouwithyour

sexualcravingssothatmybabycangrow.

Lumka:What?

Nhlonipho:Wait,youthoughtthatamountedtome

forgivingyou?Sothatuzongigilafuthi?Never!

Lumka:Ican'tbelievethis!

Nhlonipho:Youbetterbelieveit.

ShestormsoutandNhloniphoshakeshishead,too

ambitiousthisone.Yesthesexwasbombandhe

misseditbutitendsthere.Hisphoneringsandthe

numbercallingisnotevenregisteredtotheTrue

caller.



Nhlonipho:Hello?

Voice:Nhlonipho,it'sTonyhere.

Nhlonipho:Whatdoyouwant?

Tony:Iwantustofixthingsandtalkbusiness.I

heardnowyouareattheSibekofuneralparloras

theCEO/MD?

Nhlonipho:LeavemealoneTony,I'vegotno

businesswithyou!

Tony:Youdorealizethatyouneverpaidoffmy

money?Insteadyourfathertriedtokillme?Doyou

wantustogobackthere?

Hisheartisbeatingfast,heclearshisthroat.

Nhlonipho:Still,Idon'twanttoseeyou.

Tony:YouknowwhereIlive,I'llbeexpectingyou.

ThecallendsandNhloniphochucklesindisbelief



puttingthephoneaway.

NOSIPHO

SheandKhetheloarehavingsomelunch

discussinghowtododamagecontroltothemedia

sinceMbali'spostcausedhavoc.Thejournalists

arenowontheirnecks.

Nosipho,assomeonegoodwithPRandsocial

media,isjottingdownamediareleasestatement

thatwillbeoutsoon.

Khethelo:Goshthisisamess,ifIseeyoursister

now,I'llkillher.

Nosipho:Argh,forgiveher.YouknowMbalihas

alwaysbeenimpulsive.It'snottoobad,weare

goingtobeabletoswingitaround.

Khethelo:Howisyourmomtakingthenews?



Nosipho:ThesamewayshedidwhenNonhlanhla

joinedus.Sheisunbothered,focusingonthebag.

Khethelo:(chuckling)AifuthiMaGwalashame.You

knowthere'ssomethingpersonalIwanttoaskyou.

Nosipho:Okay?

Khethelo:Wouldyoudatesomeonewithmental

problems?

Nosipho:That'satrickyone,Iguessitwilldepend

onhowdeepitismaybe?

Khethelo:BPD?

Nosipho:Yuhyoohangeke!Haa,nooffensebutI'm

afraidofskrewskrewhaai.

Khethelo:Whatifinalaterstageyoudiscoverthat

Howardhasit?Wouldyouleavehim eventhough

youlovehim?

Nosipho:OkayfirstandforemostHowardisnota

skrrskrrrcasebutifIweretodiscoverheis,Lord

forgivemeIwillrun.Thosepeoplearetickingtime

bombsandI'mnorehabcenterchile!



Khethelo:Ihearyou.

ShetakesasipfromherdrinkandNosipho

wondersifthisgottodowithMandisabutifitwas

thecaseKhethelowouldhavesaidso.Rightthena

beautifultall,darktonedladywithahaircutlike

ZozibiniTunziwalksin.

Theladyisdressedindarkbrownleatherpants,

blackpencilheels,andalightbrownvestthatis

tuckedin.Thesecolorslooksodamngoodonher,

she'shot!

Khethelo:Mhmm,thatgirlishot!

Nosipho:Goforit,Iwanttoseehowgirlsaskeach

otherout.

Khethelo:Youareabadinfluence,I'mnotgoingto

dothat.



Nosipho:She'slookingatus,goKhethelo.

Khethelo:No!

Nosipho:Ohboy,she'scoming!

Shemakesherwaytotheirtableandsmilesduring

hergreetings.

Her:MynameisCeliweMdletsheandifit'sokayI

wouldlovetojoinyouladiessincemyfriend

canceledonme?

Khethelo:No..

Nosipho:Yesyoucan,getyourbagandjoinus.

KhethelonudgesNosiphowhowinksatherand

actscool.Thisisgoingtobefun,Celiwesmells

good!

MAZWAKHE



ThedoorfliesopenandPhakamaniwalksin

withoutknocking.Fromoneglancehecantellthat

it'snotgood.Knowinghim,Mazwakhehas

expectedthis.

Mazwakhe:Maziya,haveaseat.

Phakamani:No,I'mfinestanding.Iwon'tbelong

anyway.Ihaveaquestion,IaskedyoubeforeandI

willaskagain.Doyoulovemymother?

Mazwakhe:That'scrazybecause…

Phakamani:YesorNo?

HisvoiceisfirmandforamomentMazwakheis

alarmedbuthekeepsitcool.

Mazwakhe:Yes,Iloveher.

Phakamani:Thenwhydoyoucontinuehurtingher

likethis?Whatisloveinyourlanguage?Maybe



that'swhatIdon'tunderstand.

Mazwakhekeepsquiet,breathinginandoutslowly.

Phakamani:Iamwaitingdad,howdoyouclaimto

lovehersomuchthencontinuetohurther?Doyou

wanthertodiebecauseofstress?What'sgoingto

happentousthenbecauseshe'souronlymother?

Mazwakhe:Phakamani,forthelasttime,sitdown.

Phakamanitakesadeepbreathandpullsthechair

andsitsdownfoldinghisarmslookingstraightat

him.

Mazwakhe:WhatI'mgoingtotellyounow,youare

notgoingtorepeatittoanyoneelse.It'sgoingto

remainbetweenthe3ofus,me,youandyour

mother.



Hefrownswithconfusion.

Phakamani:Whatdoyoumean?

Mazwakhe:It'salongstorybutI'lltrytosummarize

itforyou.ItallstartedwhenyourmotherandI

seekedpowerorresourcestoexpandour

business…….

Tobecontinued.

[06/11,16:57] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER64

PHAKAMANI

Hestandsupandundothetwotopbuttonsofhist-

shirtjusttogetsomeairaftertherevelationhis



fatherjustmade.Bloodcovenant?Polygamy

cultism?Likewhatthehell!Atleasttheydon'thave

asnake,hewasgoingtoshootit!

Sobasicallywhathesaidwasthatbanesikhwama,

imibandelayalesikhwamaukuthiaganweabe

namakhosikaziamaningi.Abafazibedlozi!(the

bag'sconditionsareforhimtomarryandhave

manywives,fortheundergroundgang,toexpand

hissurnameandhisrichies)

Mazwakhe:Haveadrinkandcalmdown.

Phakamaniacceptsthedrinkandgulpsitdownhis

throatimmediately.

Phakamani:Pleaseexplainthistome,theother

wives,doyoulovethemorisitstillpartofthecult?

Mazwakhe:Someyesbutothersarejusthereto

servethepurpose.



Phakamani:Thisisfuckedup!Canyoureversethis

thing?Won'titaffectyourchildren?

Mazwakhe:Theywon'tbeaffected,andno,we

cannotreverseit.Theonlywaytobreakitisifone

ofus(ThabisileandMazwakhe)dies.

Phakamani:Ican'tbelievesheactuallyagreedto

this!Sowhatareyougoingtodonowwith

everythinggoingsouthlikethis?

Mazwakhe:Alot,it'saconversationyourmother

andIhavetositdownandhave.Ineedtostop

Sanelisiwefromleaving.

Phakamani:Doyoustopherbecauseyouloveher

orit'sstillpartofyourschemetoriches?

Mazwakhe:YouaskedmeifIlovedtheotherwives

besidesyourmother,yesIloveher.

Phakamani:WellSanelisiweisnottakingthiseasy,

she'stalkingaboutleavingthecountryeven.You

messeduptoomuchnawekodwababa!Igetthat



sometimesyouhavetodoityouknowforthatbut

herniece?It'sagoodthingSanelisiwehasnochild

withyou..

Mazwakhe:Whatareyousaying?Phakamani,you

arenotinawayhintingonwhatI'mthinkingright?

Phakamani:Comeonbaba,Sanelisiweisa

beautifulwomanbutIwillneverbetrayyoulikethat,

nomattertheodds.

Mazwakhe:(sighs)Iknow,Nadia,thatwasreallyout

ofplaceforme.Idon'tknowhowIlostcontrolbutI

needtosortitout.

Phakamani:Thiswholethingisjusttoomuchfor

me,IfeellikeI'mgoingcrazy.Idon'tthinkIwantto

bepartofthefamilybusinessanymore.

Mazwakhe:StopbeingdramaticPhakamani,

everywherethere'shugebusinessthere'ssome



protectiondonetostrengthenit.Theymightnottalk

aboutitbutoursisnotaworstcasescenario.

Phakamani:Ihavetogo,I'llseeyou.

Mazwakhe:Phakamani…

Phakamani:Givemesometimebaba…

Heleaveswithoutlookingbackstraighttohiscar….

NHLONIPHO

HemadetimetomeetupwithTonybecausehe

neededtosetupboundariesandtellhimwhereto

getoff.

It'sbeenanhournowwaitingforhimandit's

startingtogetfrustrating.Whereishe?Justashe

isabouttocallhim,heshowsupwithhisgoonsin

hiswheelchairandhethinkstohimselfhowmuch

ofagoodjobhisfatherhasdone.Hemustnever



walk!

Tony:Nhlonipho,Nhlonipho.Sogoodtoseethat

youmadeit.Lookatyou,theglowofbeingafather

tobeisdoingyougood.

Hisheartskipsabit,howdoesheknowthat?He

keepsastraightfacemaintainingcomposure,this

isnottimetoshowweakness.

Nhlonipho:Whatdoyouwant?

Tony:Straighttothepoint,Ilikeit.

Nhlonipho:Unlikeyou,someofushaveworktodo

withit!

Tony:Iseriouslylovethisfireinyou,reallyamazing.

Okay.Iheardthatyouareinthefuneralparlor

businesshandlingthings.Ineedtoborrowafew

coffins.



Nhlonipho:Whatfor?

Tony:That'sformetoknow,rememberyouoweme

Nhlonipho.

Nhlonipho:Wait,youarenotplanningon

transportingyourdrugsusingourcoffinsnoware

you?

Tony:Ihaveawaybetterideathanthat,youwill

findoutsoon.

Nhlonipho:I'mnotdoingthiswithyou,justforgetit.

Hepusheshischairgettingoff,Tonyholdshiswrist.

Tony:(lickinghisdrylips)Yourbabymama,she's

suchacutie!

Nhlonipho:Nowlistentomeandlistenrealgood,

youarenotgoingtoguilttripmeintodoing

anythingwithyou.Asforyourmoney,youwillgetit.

Myfamily,stayawayfromthemoryouwillsee

anothersideofmethatyoudon'tknow.



Tony:(laughing)Ohboy,hejustthreatenedme,I'm

soscared!

Nhlonipho:It'sactuallynotathreatbutapromise.

Tryme!

Heyankshishandoffandwalksawaykicking

Tony’sfeetcausinghischairtoswaysidewaysand

leavestohiscar.

SANELISIWE

Sheisoutinoneoftheprivatefinestclubsaround

Durbanandlookinghot.Shetookoffherringand

leftitathome.Theaimfortonightistobe

SanelisiweSibiyaandnotMrsSibeko.

Shelooksbreathtakinglybeautifulwithherwell

donefacebeatandsexyashellinthatshortwhite

dress.Eatingaloneisweirdasfuckasshereceives

stares,probablypeoplerecognizingherfromthe



tabloids.

Sheordersforastrongdrinkandstartsdrinkinglike

afish.Onherfourthglass,shestartsfeelinglikea

hugeweighthasbeenliftedoffhershouldersand

relieved.

Oneguywalksuptoherholdinghisbeerandsits

onachairoppositeher.Hiscolognegreetsher

beforehecanopenhismouth.Sheknowshim,from

apictureKhetheloonceshowedher.It'sthecute

doctor,hereallyismorecuteinperson.Makes

sensewhyKhetheloissuddenlyconfusedabouther

sexualityallofasudden.

Khathu:Hi,I'mwithmycolleaguesandtheypointed

yououtthenitclickedtomethatyouarerelatedto

someoneIknow.MynameisKhathu.

Sanelisiwe:Ibetyoualreadyknowme.

Khathu:Notreally,Ihaven'tbeenaroundtoknow



everyonefromthatfamily.

Sanelisiwe:I'mSanelisiweSibiya.

Khathu:Pleasedtomeetyou,areyouokay?

Sanelisiwe:No,canyouprescribesomethingfor

heartbreak?

Khathu:Urhmno,geezeverytimeImeetaSibeko

membertheyareallgoingthroughsomething.If

youarekeen,youcanjoinmeandmyguys.

Sanelisiwe:Sure.

ShegrabsherbagandfollowsKhathutojoin3

otherguys.Theyintroducethemselvesandthe

conversationflowsbeautifullywithgreatmusicand

moredrinksflowing.Shecompletelyforgetsabout

herdilemmaandenjoysthevibe.Everynowand

then,shecatchesKhathustealinglooksatherand

ignoresit.

HerfavoritetrackwithMazwakheplaysout…



Uthando(Uthandolwakhoenhlizweniyamiuthando

lwakhoenhlizweniyami)

Enhlizweni(Ehlonaalusozelaphelaahlonaalusoze

laphelamybabyhey)

Alupheli(Uthandolwakhoenhlizweniyamithando

lwakhoenhlizweniyami)

Alupheli(Ehlonaalusozelaphelaehlonaalusoze

laphelamybabyhey)

Engithilonaalusozelaphela,asambshu,nansoke

Uthandolwakhoenhlizweniyami

Lungenzangikufakeekasilami

Lungenzangikwazisekuma

Uthandolwakhoenhlizweniyami

Uthandolwakhoenhlizwеniyami

Lonalingenzangithandengingasabi

Lonaalusozelaphеla

Lonaalusozelaphelamybabyhey



Khathu:Hey,areyouokay?

Heasks,touchingherarmandshequicklywipes

hertearspickingupherhandbag.

Sanelisiwe:Pleasetakemeoutofhere.

ShewalksoutwithKhathufollowingher,shedidn't

driveallthewayherebecausesheknewshewas

goingtogetdrunkandthelastthingshewantsis

dyingandMazwakhecashinginonthosepolicies

tobuyNadia'sbabypampers.

Khathu:Whereto?

Sanelisiwe:Yourhouse…

Shesayswithastraightfaceputtingonaseatbelt.



Khathuhesitatesforamomentbutstartsthecar

anddrivesout.Theydon'tsaymuch,hekeepson

askingifshe'sokayandshenods,staringoutside

thewindow.

Theyarriveathisplace,it'snotbig,justacosy

smallapartmentthatsmellslikehimbutveryclean.

Khathu:Well,thisismyspace.CanIgetyou

anything?

Sanelisiwe:Pleasemakemeforgetaboutthispain,

justfortonight.

Shestandinginfrontofhim,he'stall,Mazwakheis

notthattall,evenwhenshe'swearingheelshe'snot.

ButKhathu,mhmm.

Khathu:Sanelisiwe,Idon'tthinkthisiswhatyou

needatthemoment.



Sanelisiwe:It'sexactlywhatIwant,please.I'llregret

everythinginthemorning.

Hechucklesandleansforwardkissingher,more

likebrushingherlipswithhersbeforetakingthem

fullyintoher.Hepicksherupsoeasilyasifshe's

justasmallnyanababyandpinberagainstthe

walls.Herhandshelpshimoffthet-shirtandbody,

whatabody!Thechest,armandeightpack!

MAZWAKHE

Hefinallyisinhishouse,beforesteppingoutofhis

car,hetriedtocallSanelisiwebutherphoneisoff,

wenttothehouseshe'snotthere.

Hedoesn'twanttostalkherbutheisworriedand

wantstofixthingsbetweenthem.Hewalksinside

andfindsThabisiledrinkingherwinewearingher

robe.Hegreetsherandsitsdown.



Thabisile:Yourfoodisonthemicrowave.

Mazwakhe:Thankyou,isMbalihome?

Thabisile:No,she'sangryandsaidshe'sspendinga

nightwithEbuka.

Mazwakhe:Andyouallowedit?

Thabisile:Whatwasisupposedtodo?Thisdayhas

beenbadenough.Ikindoflashedouton

Phakamanicomparinghimwithhisfathersonje

yeah,I'mnotinthemood.

Mazwakhe:YoubeingsoftwithMbaliisoneofthe

reasonswehavethistrouble.

Thabisile:Mazwakhedon'tstartwithmeokay!I

didn'tsendyoutosleepwithSanelisiwe'swife,you

didthatoutofyourownwill.Insteadofjudgingmy

parentingskill,youshouldbetellingmehoware

yougoingtofixthismess!



Mazwakhe:(sigh)Iamworkingonit.Phakamani

cametoseeme,Itoldhim.

Thabisilepopshereyesoutandstopsdrinking.

Thabisile:Howmuchdoesheknow?

Mazwakhe:Itoldhimwhatwasnecessarytoget

himoffourbacks.

Thabisile:Great!KnowingverywellthatPhakamani

isnotthatstupid,doyouthinkheisgoingto

believeyou?

Mazwakhe:WhatwasIsupposedtodobecausehe

waspressing?

Thabisile:Mazwakhe,thisfamilyissinking

becauseofyou.Idon'tneedtoremindyouofwhat

isgoingtofallbeforeusifitfinallydoes.Fixthings

withSanelisiweandgetherpregnant!

Mazwakhe:Ican'tdothat...

Thabisile:(chucklingindisbelief)MayIknowwhy?



Mazwakhe:BecauseIloveher...

Tobecontinued…

(thanksforthesponsor'ssupportguys,ifyou

haven'tlikedpleaseseethepreviouspostfor

detailsanddoso.Thenextchaptertocomelater,I

hadmeetingsthroughoutthewholedayhencethe

delay)
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SANELISIWE

Sheopenshereyesandthesidenexttoheris

empty.Hereyesclosebackvoluntarilythinking

aboutlastnight.Shewasn'ttoodrunknotto

rememberwhathappened.Sheremembers

everythingandhowKhathugaveittohersodamn



good.

IssheregrettingsleepingwithKhathu?No!Andshe

didn'tdothistospiteMazwakheoranything,itwas

whatherbodyneededandheKhathuwasavailable.

Khethelo!Eix,konjesthere'ssomeconfusionthere?

ButKhethelolovesMandisa,right?Shelooksfor

herphoneandswitchesiton,loadsofmessages

fromMazwakhefloodin,canheleaveheralone?

Sheneedstoenquirefromherlawyerandfindout

howfarsheiswithdraftingthedivorcepapers.She

wantsnothingfromhim,justfreedomand

relocating.Today'staskistotalktotheUniversity

whereshelecturesatandtellthemthatsheis

takingatransfer.

Hersavingsandwifeallowancesaregoingtolast

herlongenoughuntilshegetsanotherjobwherever



she'sgoing.AmessagefromKhethelocomes

throughwithapictureofagirl.

Khethelo:(typing)Whatdoyouthink?

Sanelisiwe:Hot!Whoisshe?

Khethelo:Celiwe,Ibumpedintoheryesterday

duringlunchandweexchangednumbers.

Sanelisiwe:Mandisaandthecutedoctor?

Khethelo:ArghwellIloveMandisabutthenthere's

toomuchgoingon.AsforKhathu,it'sonlylustand

he'sgoingtobringmenothingbuttrouble.

Sanelisiwe:Celiwewon't?

Khethelo:Likeyousaid,I'mexploringmyoptions.

ShewantstotellheraboutKhathubutit'sstillearly,

she'sstillmarriedtoherfather.Somedayshewill.

ThedooropensandKhathuwalksinwithhis



underwearshorts,aprononandatraythathas

deliciousfood.Heputsitonthebedsidetableand

sitsnexttoher.

Khathu:Heysexy,sleptwell?

Sanelisiwe:Idid,andyou?

Khathu:HowcanInot,withabeautifulwomannext

tome?

Sanelisiwe:Flirty!Look,lastnightwasgreat,infact

itwasamazingbut…

Khathu:Youaremarried,Iknow.

Sanelisiwe:(smiling)YeahandIwouldn'twantto

dragyouintothemessortrouble.

Khathu:IknowhowtotakecareofSanelisiwebutI

respectyourwishes.Forwhatit'sworth,Ihadan

amazingtimeandenjoyedmyself.

Sanelisiwe:(bitingherlip)Ididtoo…

Khathu:Maybewecandoitsomeothertime?



Sheclearsherthroat,ishenotgettingit?Thesex

waslitbutthere'snonexttimehappening.

Sanelisiwe:Whatdidyoumake?

That'sherchangingthesubjectandluckilyhe

doesn'tpushitbutbringsthetraytoher.

Khathu:Nothingfancy,oh,foryourtrouble.

Hehandshersomepills,sheknowsexactlywhat

theyaresinceatsomepointthecondomburstand

theycontinuedwithoutit.

Sanelisiwe:Thankyou.

Khathu:I'llbedoingsomeworkonmycomputer,

letmeknowwhenyouaredoneIcandriveyouback.



Shewantstotellhimit'snotnecessary,shecan

requestaridebackbutdoesn'twanttocome

acrossasrude.

Sanelisiwe:Okay,Iwill.

Khathuwinksandleavestheroom,shepicksher

phoneupandtellsMazwakhetocometothehouse

inthenexthoursotheycantalk.

NOSIPHO

Hermoodisliftedupsoearlyinthemorning.

HowardiscomingtoDurbanandshe'sgoingto

meethimattheairportthendeporttoCapeTown

together.Theexcitementcannotbeexplained,just

thethoughtofbeingawayfromthefamilydrama

forawholeweekexciteshersomuch.



Herphoneringsdisturbingherfromdoingher

makeup,it'saprivatenumber.Usuallyshedoesn't

answerthosebuttodayfeelstheneedto,hopefully

shewon'tregretit.

Nosipho:Hello?

Voice:Hi,isthisNosipho?

Nosipho:Who'sasking?

Voice:Boipelo,IgotyournumberfromHoward's

phone…

Shutthefrontdoor!Shegetsuptostandsothat

shecanhearthisproperly.

Nosipho:Yes?

Boipelo:Iwantedustohaveaconversation,woman

towoman.

Nosipho:Aboutwhat?



Boipelo:YouknowwhatI'mtalkingabout.

Nosipho:NoIdon't.

Boipelo:Okay,I'llexplainittoyou.It'saboutHoward,

Iknowhe'scheatingonmewithyou.

Nosipho:Goodforyou.

Boipelo:Idon'tknowwhathepromisedyoubutgirl

thismanismineandIwon'tsitbyandwatchyou

stealhim.

Nosipho:(chuckling)"steal"?

Boipelo:Yes,IhavebeenthroughhellwithHoward

grievinghiswifeandyoujustwanttocomeand

takehim?

Nosipho:Girl,it's2022forsuchbehavior.Now

listentomeandlistengood,Idon'tstealmen,I

don'tknowhowto.Howardisagrownup

responsibleadultwhomadepromisestoYOU,not

me.Hetoldmehelovesmeandjustlikeyou,IFELL

forit.Nowifyouhaveanythingtosay,addressit

withhim,bobthebuilder.



Sheendsthecallandthrowsitonthebedclicking

hertongue.Wondersshallneverend,soearlyinthe

morning?Butyouknowwhat,thisisnotgoingto

ruinherday,CapeTowniswhereshe'sheadedat,

withHoward!

Nokubonga:Whoareyoufightingwithsoearlyin

themorning?

Nosipho:Ma,howmanytimesmustItellyounotto

eavesdroponmyconversations?

Nokubonga:Ididn'teavesdrop,Iwaswalkinginand

heardyoutalk.

Nosipho:(sighs)Whenlastdidyouhearfromdad?

Nokubonga:He'scomingoverlater,hopefully.

Nosipho:Youaren'tmovedbyallofthis?

Nokubonga:Nope,Iamjustmindingmybusiness

andseehowallofthisisgoingtoend.

Nosipho:Idon'taspiretobelikeyou,shame…



Nokubonga:(smirking)Justwatchandsee,Iwillbe

havingthelastlaugh.Enjoyyourday,I'mofftowork.

Nosiphoclapsherhandsandcontinuesdoingher

makeup…

MAZWAKHE

HewatchesfromthewindowSanelisiwewalking

throughthegatetothehouseandsitsdown.When

hereceivedhermessageaboutmeetingup,he

droppedeverything.

ThingsareabitrockyafterhetoldThabisilethathe

lovesSanelisiwe.Shewenttobedangrynottalking

tohimbutitiswhatitis

Sanelisiwe:Oh,youareherealready,sawubona.

Mazwakhe:Hi,whereareyoufrom?



Sanelisiwe:Fromafriend'splace.

Mazwakhe:Idon'tknowanyofyourfriendsthat

driveRangeRover?

Sanelisiwe:Youdon'tknowallmyfriendssoplease

don'tstart.

Hewantstoaskfurtherquestionsbutremembers

thatheistreadingonthinice.

Mazwakhe:Youarenotwearingyourring?

Sanelisiwe:Itookitoff.

Mazwakhe:MaGumede,Iunderstandyouareangry

butseriously,youcan'tendthingsjustlikethat.

Thischildhasalwayshadulteriormotivestobreak

usapartandyougivinginwillmakeherwin.

Sanelisiwe:It'sfunnyyouknewherplansbutstill

wentforher.SowhatMazwakhe,Imustsmileand

forgivethatyousleptwithher?Thenwhat?Youare

goingtoshovethebabythat'sgoingtobea

reminderofyourinfidelitytomother?I'msorry,this



istoomuch.

IletitslidewithNonhlanhlabecauseshewasn't

family,evenifyoucamewiththe5thwifefrom

somewhereelse,Iwouldhavebeenmadbutaccept

it.Myniece?Sorry!

Mazwakhe:WhatisitthatIneedtodosothatyou

canseehowsorryIam?

Sanelisiwe:Signthedivorcepapers,theyare

coming.

Mazwakhe:Sanelisiwe,youcan'tdothat.

Sanelisiwe:YoudivorcedNonhlanhlaforcheating,

saidsomethingmessedupthatcan'tbefixed.I'm

notgoingtopersevere,youmakemealaughing

stockinthenameoflove.Iloveyou,somucheven.

Butsometimeslovealoneisneverenough.Iwant

out,ifyoureallylovemeasyouclaimto,youare

goingtosetmefreefromthis.



Heholdsherclosetohischestandshedoesn't

fightitbutdoesn'tholdhimback.

Mazwakhe:Wearegoingtosurvivethis,wewillbe

fineIpromise.

Shebreaksfreefromhisembraceandstandsaside.

Sanelisiwe:HaveyouspokentoNadia?

Mazwakhe:Notyet.

Sanelisiwe:Youshould,she'spregnantand

probablystressed.Ineedtoliedownandrest.

Mazwakhe:Okay,I'llseeyousoonsowecantalk

more?

Sanelisiwe:I'mdonetalking,it'seitheryouaccept

whatI'msayingorcontinuebeingindenialbutmy

sideisdone.



Shegiveshima"done"lookanditbreakshisheart

sobad.Hedoesn'tevenwanttoaskthedynamics

ofthedivorcebecausehereallydoesn'twantto

loseher.

EBUKA

Mbaliisstillsleeping,it'snosecretthatthere's

somedramagoingoninherfamilyandshefueldit

bypostingitonTwitter.

Ebuka:Babe,I'mgoingtowork.

Mbali:Already,whatisthetime?

Ebuka:Timeformetoleave.

Mbali:Okay,haveagoodoneatwork…

Ebuka:Whenareyougoingbackhome?I'mnot

chasingyououtbutyouknowyourfatherdoesn't

wantthis.

Mbalisitsupandsighs,rubbinghereyes.



Mbali:Idon'twanttogobackhome,Ebuka.

Ebuka:Okay,gotoyoursisterthen,reallybabeI'm

almosttheretohaveenoughmoneysoIcancome

payloboloforyou.

Mbali:Idoubtmysisterwillwantmeinherspace,

she'smadatmeforthepostImade.I'lltalkto

Nhloniphorather.

Ebuka:Okay,Ihopeeverythinggetssortedout

betweenyourparents.Myadvice,donotget

involvedbecauseyouwillbeleftalonefeelinglikea

foolwhentheyforgiveeachother.

Hekissesherforeheadandwalksoutofthehouse

towhereheworks.It'sawalkabledistancesoit

doesn'ttakelongforhimtoarrive.

Histhoughtsareonhisfuturefatherinlaw,

wonderinghowishedealingwithallofthisatonce?

Maybeheshouldsendhimamessageor



something?Ormaybenot.Hetrustshimtosolve

whateverheisdealingwith.

PHAKAMANI

Heishomepackingallhisbelongingsinhisbags.

HespoketoKhetheloandwillbestayingwithher

untilhishousesearchgetsfinalizedsoon.

Thesecretsbetweenhismotherandfatheraretoo

muchandhecannotdealwiththem.Hewantsto

findawaytotellorwarnKhetheloaboutthisbut

thenatthesametimeMaziyasaidhemustnot

breatheawordaboutittoanyoneelse.

Thabisile:Youareleaving,again?

Phakamani:Yes,it'sforthebest.

Thabisile:Everytimethereisaproblem,youare

goingtowalkaway?

Phakamani:Mom,Iamheretryingtofindoutthe



solutionbutyoukeeponshuttingmeout.I'mtoo

muchright?Idon'trespectyour"No"likemy

biologicaldadright?

Thabisile:(withalowvoice)Thatcameoutwrong

andharsh.I'msorryIdidn'tmeanitlikethat.

Phakamani:kulungile,sengithatheisinqumo

sokuhlehlangiphumeezindabenizakaSibeko,vele

angiyenaowakhona.(it'sokay,Ihavedecidedof

notinvolvingmyselfintheSibekobusinesssinceI

don'tbelongthere)

Whatcomesnextissomethinghedidn'texpect,a

slapfromhismother.Heholdshischeekshocked.

Thabisile:Don'tyoueversaythatagain!Youarea

Sibeko,raisedhereandyouaregoingtobehavelike

such.

Phakamani:Youarenotgoingtoblackmailmewith

thefactthatyourhusbandraisedmeintoaccepting



whatevervoodooyourhusbandandyoudo.I'mnot

gettinginvolvedandIcannotwaitforthedaywhen

heturnshisbackonyousothatyoucansuffer.

Howcanyousacrificewithotherwomenforwealth

whereasyouareawomanyourself?Nowitmakes

sense,nosanewomanwillbehappytoshareher

husband.

IttookmelongenoughbutnowIwanttoask,doyou

evenlovehim?

Tobecontinued.
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THABISILE



Herchestismovingupanddown,seewhyitwasa

badideaforMazwakhetotellthisoneabouttheir

business?Whatkindofquestionisthis?

Thabisile:Idon'tknowwhatpossessedyou

PhakamanibutyouseemtoforgetI'myourmother!

Phakamani:(sighs)WhathaveIdonewrongthis

time?

Thabisile:Justbecauseyouknowwhateveryour

fathertoldyoudoesn'tgiveyoutherightto

badmouthmeandtalkanyhow.

Phakamani:Ijustaskaquestion,thesameIasked

dadaboutyou.Butifyoufindittobedisrespectful,

Iapologize,I'mnotgoingtosayanythingagain.

Thisisheronlyson,heisstubbornandhotheaded

butsheloveshim.MaybesheandMazwakheneed

todosomethingtokeephimofftheleashbeforehe

bringsthemtrouble.



Thabisile:(sighs)TheBiblesays"it'saman'sdutyto

loveawomanandshehastobesubmissive"

Phakamani:Amen,thenshequotesaBibleverse.

ByeMa,I'llseeyouwheneverIseeyou.Justsoyou

know,it'snottoolatetochange.

ShekeepsquietandPhakamanikisseshercheek

walkingaway.Oncehe'soutofsight,sheexhales

andpagesherphone'scontactsdowntoPhathu's

numberanddialsit.

Herfingerstapthedressingtablewhileitringson

theothersidewaitingforittobeanswered.

Phathu:Friend,hello.

Thabisile:Howareyoudoing?

Phathu:Alliswell,I'vebeenmeaningtocallyou

sinceIsawthetabloids…



Thabisile:Forgetaboutthat,it'snotthereasonwhy

I'mcalling.

Phathu:Okay?

Thabisile:Whenlastdidyoutalktoyoursonabout

Khethelo?YouknowIcan'taskheraboutitbecause

she'sgoingtobelivid.

Phathu:Well,Ihaven'tseenmuchofhimbecause

ofhisbusyschedulebutI'llinvitehimoverfor

dinnersoIcanenquiremaybe.

Thabisile:Dothatanddoitfast,thesekids'unionis

ouronlyhope.

Phathu:Doesyourhusbandknowaboutthis?

Thabisile:Leavemyhusbandtome,I'lldealwith

himwhileyoubringyoursontothegame.Youneed

tohurrybeforeheseessomeoneelse.

Phathu:Iwillbeonitrightaway.

Thabisile:Great,Ihavetogo.



Sheendsthecallandsitsonthebed,Mazwakhe

catchingfeelingsforSanelisiweismessingthings

upandmakinghimweak!She'snotgoingtoallow

himtodestroythisfamilyafterworkingsodamn

hardforittobewhereitistoday.

KHETHELO

TheroomPhakamaniisgoingtouseisreadyand

cleanaftershechangedsheetsandputonclean

ones.Sheisexcitedabouthavingherbrother

aroundsothattheygettobondandtalkawayfrom

thefamilydrama.

Herphoneringsandsherushestoanswerthinking

it'sthenewflameonlytoseeMandisa'snamepop

onscreen.Shesighsdefeatedandanswers.

Khethelo:Hello?

Mandisa:Heybaby,howareyou?



Khethelo:I'mgood,howaboutyou?

Mandisa:Ihavebeenalrightdespiteeverything.

Khethelo:That'sgreat…

Mandisa:Ijustcalledtocheckuponyou,Imissyou.

Khethelo:Thanksforthecall,Ihavebeenmeaning

tocallyoubutworkandfamilydramagotinthe

way.

Mandisa:It'sokay,Iunderstand.MaybeIcancome

seeyouoryoucancomeover?

Khethelo:IwouldlovetobutPhakamaniisonhis

waysocan'tdoit.

Mandisa:AlrightIsee,Ihopeyouhavefun.Ilove

you.

Khethelo:Metoo,bye.

Sheendsthecallquicklywithherheartracingout

offeelingguiltyaboutwhatevershe'sdoing.A

knockcomesthroughthefrontdoorandsherushes

toopenit,Phakamaniisherealready.



Khethelo:Thatwasquick,howareyou?

Phakamani:Alive,thanksforlettingmecrashin

hereforawhile.

Khethelo:Youarewelcometostayhereasmuchas

youwantbhutiza.

Phakamani:Justonemorething,canRefiloeand

Kefilwevisit?We'llbegoingsomewhereduring

lunch..

Khethelo:Ofcoursetheycan,ImeanIlovethatlittle

Nunusoyeah,noworries.

Phakamani:(smiling)Youarethebest,I'mgoingto

buyyouaFerrari.

Khethelo:Please…

Hesmirksandgetupwithhisbagstotheguest

bedroom,Khethelofollowshim.

Khethelo:Areyouokay?



Phakamani:NotreallybutI'llbefine.

Khethelo:Youknowyoucantalktome,right?

Phakamani:Yeah,speakingofwhich,Iwantusto

startabusiness.Abusinessthat'sgoingtobelong

tothe5ofus.

Khethelo:Okay,whatkindofbusinessandwithall

thebusinessesonourhands,arewegoingtobe

abletomaintainanotherone?

Phakamani:I'llhandlethisonewhileyouguys

continuewithyourrolesatSibekoFamilyHoldings,

justwantallofustohavesomethingofourown

andhavesharesinit.

Khethelo:Soundsgreat,maybeweshouldmeetup

andcomeupwithideasonwhatwecanstartyou

know?

Phakamani:Definitely,youcanstartlooking,

somethingthatwillaccommodateeveryone's

personalityandinterests.

Khethelo:Mhm,okay.I'mcuriousthough,what



inspiredthisidea?

Phakamani:IreceivedaninheritancefromJacob,I

wanttoinvestitandthere'snobetterwaytodothat

thanworkingwithmysiblings.

Khethelo:Wow,youhaveagoodbigheart,ifitwas

someoneelse,theywouldn'tthinktwicebutcreate

theirown,especiallywhenweallhaveacutinour

father'slegacy.

Hesmilesanddoesn'tsayanythingafterthat.

Khethelogiveshimspaceandthinksabouttheidea

hejustbroughtforward.WhenNosiphocomes

backfromhervacation,theyaregoingtositdown

andtalkaboutthis.

KHATHU

Hisfriendwhowaswithhimattheclubpopsbyfor

gossip.Asmuchashesayshe'sheretocheckhim



up,butKhathuknowsAyandaverywell,helovesto

gossip.

Ayanda:Ican'tbelieveyouraudacity,youknowthat

mancanslaughteryoufortloftlofinghiswiferight?

Khathu:(chuckling)Itwasgood,evenifIcandie,it

willbeworthit.

Ayanda:Chinneke!Pussythathot?

Khathu:Boy!!Ican'tbelievehecheated,suchafool!

Ayanda:AlrightIgetit,Mrsgotabombingbody,

pussyfireandshitbuthey,don'tcatchfeelings.You

lovetheaccountant,remember?

Khathu:DoI?

Ayanda:Ohno!!

Khathu:Pleaselistentomebeforeyoujudgeme

okay?

Ayandafoldshishandswithhislegontopofthe

otherone.



Ayanda:Alright,I'mlistening.TalksothatIcan

judgeyoualready.

Khathu:(laughing)Judgemeforwhat?Look,Ilike

Khethelo,she'sanamazingwoman,smartand

beautiful.

Ayanda:Yeah?

Khathu:Butthensheseemslikeaconfusedwoman

whodoesn'tknowwhatshewantsandhonestly,I'm

toooldforthatshit!

Ayanda:Butyouaretheonewhoaskedyour

parentstofindyouawifebecauseyoudon’tlast,

umjolouyakughanama!

Khathu:Youaresuchanidiot!YesIdidbecauseI

thoughtsincetheyarechurchleaderstheyare

goingtofindmesomeonewhowillmatchmy

desiresbutnope,theyfoundmealesbianor

bisexualwoman,Idon'tknow,instead.

Ayanda:(whistling)Kurwefubutkemyfriend,even



ifthingsdon'tworkwiththeAccountant,thewifeis

anogoarea.Thatmanwillshootyouhey.

Khathuchucklesandhisphonerings,it'shis

mother.

Khathu:Ndaa,novuwahaninamusi?(howareyou

doingtoday?)

Phathu:Ndovuwazwavhudi.(I'mgood)

Khathu:Youhardlycall,IhopeI'mnotintrouble?

Phathu:Didwedosomethingtoyouthatmadeyou

notcomehomeanymore?

Khathu:NoMom,youknowmylineofworkis

demanding.

Phathu:That'sanexcuseKhathu,anyway,wemiss

you.Comefordinnertonight.

Khathu:I'llpullthrough,Ipromise.

Phathu:Great,I'llprepareyourfavoritemeal.



Khathu:Seeyoulater.

ThecallendsandAyandastandsonhisfeetwaving

hiskeys.

Ayanda:Letmeleaveyoutoworksoyoucanknock

outearlyandgoseeyourmother.

Khathu:Sure,we'lltalk.

TheyfistbumpandAyandawalksaway.Khathu

scrollspasthiscontactstoSanelisiwe'snumber

andresiststheurgetocall.Maybeheshoulddelete

hernumber,yeah,it'sbetterthatway.

NADIA

Shecomesoutofthebathroomwithhertowel

wrappedaroundherbodytoanswertheknockon

herdoorandalmostfaintswhenshesees



Mazwakhe.

Shestepsasideandallowshiminsidewithher

heartbeatingupsofast.Shedidn'texpecthim

todayandwasnotprepared.Whatifhestrangled

hertodeath?Hedoesn'tlookhappy.

Mazwakhe:Gcokasizokhuluma(Getdressedso

thatwecantalk)

Nadianodsquicklyheadingtotheclosetandpicks

upthehoodieandpullsitoverbody.

Nadia:I'mdone.

Mazwakhe:I'mnotgoingtosaymuch,weboth

fuckedupsoI'mjustheretoplaymypart.I've

foundyouaplacetostayandI'llbegivingyouan

allowancetotakecareofthepregnancyandneeds

thatcomewithit.



Donotcallmeorexpectmetocomewithyoutoa

doctor'sappointmentholdingyourhandoranything

likethat.Theallowancewillcovereverythingyou

mightneed,cravingsincluded.

Itwillbeinyourbestinteresttosavesomebecause

I'mnotgoingtosponsoryourlifestyleforgood.

Onceyougivebirth,thechildwilllivewithmeifnot

I'llcontinuesupportingwhereaneedarises.

That'sallI'mgoingtosay,pleasesendmeyour

bankingdetailsandfather'scontactsothatIcan

talktohimaboutdamagesandall.

Justlikethat?Wow!Talkaboutbeingcold.

REFILOE



SheisawakenedbyPhakamaniinthemiddleofthe

nightandshe'ssweatingandshaking.Afterallthe

houseviewingtheydidearlier,theycamebackto

Khethelo'splacewhereheiscrushingin.

KefilweissleepingwithKhethelo.Sheopensher

eyesandrealisesit'sjustadreamandattacks

Phakamaniwithatighthugcrying.

Phakamani:Didyouhaveabaddream?

Shenodsandasksforwater,Phakamanigetsoff

thebedtofetchthemforherandshelooksaround

feelingcoldeventhoughshe'swrappedupwiththe

blankets.

Refiloe:Thankyou.

Sheacceptsthewaterwithherhandsshakingand



gulpsthemdownveryfast.

Phakamani:Doyouwanttotalkaboutit?

No!Howdoesshebegintellinghimthatshe

dreamedofhisparentstakingSanelisiwe'schild

forcefullyleavinghertodieinthedark?Itdoesn't

makesenseanditwillcomeoutasaccusatorythat

willleadtoPhakamaniaskingquestionsormaybe

fighting.

Refiloe:No,let'sprayrather.

Tobecontinued.

[06/11,16:57] :ISIDINGO

CHAPTER67



KHETHELO

It'sthebrightnewday,sheisexcitedaboutgoingto

workandgettingthebusinessofthedaydoneeven

thoughit'saweekend.Refiloeisawkwardlyquiet,

hardlyeveneatsbuttwistsherspoonaroundher

bowl.Kefilweissingingalongwithcartoonsplaying

onTV.

Khethelo:Areyoualright?

Refiloe:Who,me?

Khethelo:Yes,youarequiet.

Refiloe:I'mgood…

Khethelo:AreyoufightingwithPhakamani?

Sheaskssinceshedoesn'tseehimatthetable.

Refiloe:No,hewentforhisnormaljog,wearegood.



Khethelo:Right,Isometimesforgetthatheisa

trainedsoldier.

Refiloesidesmirkandshovethespooninsideher

mouth.

Refiloe:Haveyoueverhadasituationorevent

whereyoufeellikenomarn,thishasoccuredbefore?

Itcouldbethatmaybeyoudreamedaboutitorlived

inthatera,Idon'tknowifI'mmakingsense.

Khethelo:No,I'monepersonwhodoesn'tpay

attentiontodreamshey.Suchhappenstoyou?

Refiloe:Alotanditscaresmesometimes.

Khethelo:How,givemeanexample.

Refiloe:(sighs)Thisothertimemyexwasbehaving

weirdlyaroundme.OverexcitedanddeepdownI

knewsomethingwasup.Hewasonhisphone

smilingexcitedlytowhoeverhewaschattingwith.



Wewenttobedearlythatday,Ithinkaround7pm.I

hadadream,inthatdreamIwasholdinghisphone

andreadinghisWhatsAppmessage.FunnyhowI

didn'tknowhispasswordbutthroughthedreamI

justpuncheditinandboom,conversationsofhim

andhisothergirlfriendwerepopping.

Khethelo:Yooh,sowhathappenednext?

Refiloe:Iwoke,tookthephoneunderhispillow,

punchedthepasswordIsawinmydreamandhis

phoneunlocked.

Khethelo:HaiboRefiloe!So,wasthereaWhatsApp

conversation?

Refiloe:Wordforword,hewasplanningonbringing

hertothehousethesamedayIlefttovisitmy

parents.

Khethelo:Wow!Refiloethisisagift!

Refiloe:Iknow,sometimesIwillseesomething



beforehandanditwillhappenexactlylikethat.I'm

afraidsometimesofsayingitincaseIcomeacross

asawitch.

Khethelo:Urhm,please,ifyoueverdreamaboutme,

don'thesitatetotellme.

Shesmilesandassuresherthatshewill,rightthen

Phakamaniwalksinallsweatyandkissesher.So

cute,shelovesRefiloeforhim,theyarecute

together.

Phakamani:Areyoufeelinganybetter?

Khethelo:Isshesick?

Phakamani:No,shekindofhadanightmare.

Refiloe:I'llbefine,youguysaregoodsiblingsandI

needyoutocontinuelikethis.Havingeachother's

backsandlookingoutforoneanother.

PhakamaniandKhethelolooksateachother,



Khethelofeelsleftoutsomehowbecause

Phakamaniisgivingthelookthatsuggestshe

knowssomething.

Khethelo:AmImissingsomething?

Refiloe:Justprayguys,it'stheonlyway.I'llprepare

Kefilwethenyoucandriveusbackbabe?

Phakamani:Yeah,sure.Aftertakingashower.

RefiloeleavesthekitchenandPhakamanidrinks

waterattemptingtoleave.

Khethelo:Phakamani,what'shappening?

Phakamani:Nothing,I'llgoshower.

Herphonevibrates,it'saWhatsAppgoodmorning

textfromCeliwe.Thatmakeshersmileabit.



KHATHU

HespentFridaynightathomeandenjoyedit.Being

theonlychildisboringsometimesbuthe

appreciatesthelove,attentionandaffectionhis

parentsshowerhimwitheveninhisadultage.

Phathu:Goodmorning…

Khathu:Morningmoms,youlookgood.Whereare

youheaded?

Phathu:I'mhavingameetingwiththechurchladies.

Khathu:Ohthat,goodluckandenjoy.

Phathu:Argh,well,whatcanIsay?Atleast

Thabisilewillbetheresoitshouldbefun.

Khathu:Ibetitwillbe…

Phathu:Speakingabouther,whatistheprogress

betweenyouandherdaughter?

Khathu:None,absolutelyzero.I'mlettinggoofthat

sail.



Phathu:Why?Youcan'ttellmethatyouaregoingto

giveupsosoon.

Khathu:Ma,Khetheloisconfusedandchildish.I'm

waytoooldforheronandoffgames.

Phathusighsandbrusheshisarms.

Phathu:ButyouknowhowZululadiesandtheir

pride,pursueherandbepatient.

Khathu:Well,I'msorryIwon'tdothat.

Phathu:Doyouknowthepowerthatwewillhave

whenyoumarryKhethelo?Ourfamilyandthe

Sibeko'sjoinedtogether?

Khathu:Excuseme,whendidthisturnintoapower

questforyouotherthanmefindingawifeand

settlingdown?

Phathu:Comeonson,don'ttellmeyoudon'tsee

thevision.

Khathu:I'msorry,I'mcomfortablewithmyown



statusandmakingmyownmoney.Idon'tneedto

formanyalliancesformore.AndIdon'tknowifyou

knowthisbutKhetheloisdatinggirls.

Sheturnsperplexedimmediately.Khathu'sphone

rings.

Khathu:SomuchforbeingfriendswithMrsSibeko

andnotknowingthis.Excuseme,Ihavetotake

this.Hello?

PhathuwalksawayandKhathulooksatthescreen

whenthepersondoesn'tsayanythingfromthe

otherside.

Khathu:Hello?Areyouthere?

Voice:(clearsthroat)Hi,it'sSanelisiwe.

Ohthisisanicesurprise,hedidn'texpectthat.



Khathu:Sane,hi.Areyouokay?

Sanelisiwe:I'mnottoosure.Canwemeetlater?

That'sifyouarenotbusy.

Khathu:Yeah,sure.Ihaveafewclientstoattend

andafter2pmI'mfree.

Sanelisiwe:Great,I'lltextyoutheaddress.

Khathu:Areyousureyouareokay?

Sanelisiwe:Ijustneedsomeonetotalkto,possibly

adistractiontomytroubles.

Khathu:Okay,I'llgladlybethatforyou,seeyoulater.

Shesayshergoodbyesandheissmilingalonelike

aretarded.Thisisgood.

Phathu:Whowasthat?

Shesaysshowingupbehindhimalmoststartled



him.

Khathu:Urh…urhmom,don'tdothat.

Hewalkspasthertohisbedroom…

EBUKA

HealmostfallsfromthechairwhenMrSibeko

graceshisshopwithhispresence.Excitementand

nervesmixedtogethercauseshimtoshakealittle

bit.

Ebuka:Sir,youarewelcome.Wow,urhm,whatan

honortohaveyouvisitus.

Mazwakhe:(chucklingsoftly)CalmdownEbuka.I

wasdrivingpasthereandIthoughtIshouldpopby

andcheckhowyouaredoing.



Ebuka:Istillsaythat'sveryniceofyousir.Well,

businessisdoinggood,asyoucanseenowIhave

hiredtwomorepeopletoassistme.

Mazwakhe:Iseethat,wellI'mhappybecauseit

meansyouwillpaymewhat'sduetomesoon.

HesayswithasmileandEbukaclearshisthroat.

Ebuka:Iknow,Ihaven'tforgottenaboutmydebtSir.

Mazwakhe:Verywellthen,Ishouldgetgoing.Keep

doinggood.

Ebuka:Beforeyougo,areyouokay?

HegiveshimafrownedlookandEbukapanics.

Thisisnothisfriendbutfuturefatherinlaw,he

needstomindwhatheissaying.

Ebuka:Witheverythingthatishappeningaround

you?I'msorryMbalididthat,sheregretsit.



Heliesonherbehalf,shedoesn'tregretheractbut

feelslikeherfatherneedstobetrashedforwhathe

did.Hesighsandsitsdown.

Mazwakhe:Tobehonest,thingsarenotgoingwell

Ebuka.Ifeeleverythingslipsthroughmyhands.

EverythingIliveforiscrumbling.Tobehonest,Iam

tired.Ijustwantthelastdaysofmylifetobe

peacefulandhappy.Iwouldkilltohaveeverything

backtonormalwithouthavingtopaythepriceI've

beenpayingalltheseyears.

EbukahasnoideawhatMazwakheistalkingabout

buthesympathiseswithhim,canfeelthepainin

hisvoiceandexpression.

Ebuka:Idon'tknowwhatyouaregoingthroughor

talkingaboutbutwhatIcansayisthattoughtimes

don'tlastbutstrongpeoplelikeyoudo.Nevergive



upwhenthegoinggetstoughbecauselifewill

rewardyouwithabeautifulgift.Allyouneedtodo

ishavefaith.

Nomatterwhatyouaregoingthroughorhowyou

arefeeling,lifegoeson.Whetheryouchooseto

stayrightwhereyouareormoveonandtakeashot

attheunknownlifegoeson.

Letgoofwhathappenedinthepast,learntoforgive

yourself,startalloveragain,startingrightnow!Not

allstormscometodisruptyourlife,somecometo

clearyourpath.

Hestopshimselfandcovershismouthbreathing

outheavily.

Ebuka:I'msorryIgotcarriedaway,Ididn'tmeanto

talkthismuchandlong.

Mazwakhe:It'sokay,thankyouforyourwords,It's



exactlywhatIneededtohear.

Hehugshim,yes,TheeMazwakhegiveshima

warmfatherlyhugsthatmakeshimabitemotional

rememberinghowlongithasbeenwithouthis

parents.

Someoneclearshisthroatandwhentheyturnto

look,it'sTonyinhischair.

Mazwakhe:Thankyouyoungman,Iappreciateyour

words.

Ebuka:Youarewelcomesir.

MazwakheandTonygiveseachotheramurderous

starebeforeMazwakhewalksaway.

Tony:Whatwasthatabout?



Ebuka:Nothingyoushouldworryyourselfabout.

Tony:Thatlookedtoocosy,youtwoarefriendsnow?

Ebuka:Whatdoyoumean?I'mmarryinghis

daughtersoon.

Tonykeepsquietandlooksdown,thenliftshis

head.

Tony:Itbreaksmyhearttoseeyouneglectingme

andjoiningforceswithmyenemies.

Ebuka:Please,don'tstart.Whatbringsyouhere?

Tony:Imissyou,mylittlebrother.Ithoughtmaybe

wecouldhangoutandtalk?

Ebuka:(smiling)Imissyoutoo,nottheannoying

sideofyoursbutthecaringandlovingbigbrother.

Tony:(chuckling)I'mstillthat.Howisbusiness?

Ebuka:Wearepushing,everything'scoming

together.



Tony:I'mproudofyoulilman,youaregoingfar.

Ebukamelts,hemeansit,canfeelandseeit.

Ebuka:Ilearnedfromthebest,let'shangout.

SANELISIWE

Sheispackingherclothesinhersuitcasesand

Mazwakhewalksin.Heisscanningaroundthe

roomandbackather..Sanelisiwegiveshimthe

envelope.

Mazwakhe:Whatisthis?

Sanelisiwe:Divorcepapers.

Mazwakhe:Sanelisiwecanyoupleasestopwith

this?

Sanelisiwe:Maziya,Idon'twantustofight.Please



letmego.

Mazwakhe:Ican't,MaGumedeIloveyou.Iknow

youmaythinkI'msayingthisbecauseofguiltbutI

reallydo.Imessedup,Iknowbutpleasedonot

leaveme.Iwon'tbeabletofunctionwithoutyou.

Sanelisiwe:Youshouldhavethoughtofthatbefore

messingwithmyniece.MazwakheIam alecturer,

yesbutIdon'tlikerepeatingmyself.It'sover,there's

nowayyouandIaregoingtomovepastthis.

Mazwakhe:MaGumede,Idon'tmindyoubeing

madatmeforthewholeyear,Ideserveitbutplease

don'tleaveme.Ineedyou,letusfixthissthandwa

sami.Iamwillingtoletgoofeverythingjusttosave

you.

Whatishetalkingabout?Andwait,ishecrying?

Wow!

Sanelisiwe:Mazwakhe,Isleptwithanotherman…



Hestopssniffingandlooksatherwithsomuch

disbeliefinhiseyes.

Mazwakhe:What?Whenandwithwho?

Hisvoiceiscomingoutsoftlyandheisshaking.

Whatiswrongwithhim?Sohecan'thandlebeing

cheatedon?Wowza!

Tobecontinued….

(Pleasehiremeyouguystowriteforyoufulltime

becausewow.Imissedyou,thingswillbebackto

normalsoon.Thankyouforyourpatience)
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MAZWAKHE

Hefindsthebalancewiththebedandsitsdown

tryingtocalmdownhisownbreathingwhile

Sanelisiwestandstherewatchinghimlikesomeone

whodoesn'tcareabouttheeffectofwhatshejust

saidisdoingtohim.

Mazwakhe:Yousleptwithanotherman?When?

How?Whoisit?

Sanelisiwe:Thedetailsarenotimportant,foryour

owninformation,ithappenedshortlyafterI

discoveredyouandNadia.

Heswallowsthehugelumponhisthroatandwipes

thesweatoffhisforehead.

Mazwakhe:Okay,okay,Igetitthatitwasamistake



andyouwantedtoavengeyourself…

Sanelisiwe:No,itwasn'tamistakeMazwakhe.Idid

itbecauseIwantedto,Ienjoyedit.Ihavezero

regretsaboutit.

Whoeversaidwomendon'tcheatforfunwasn't

lying.Youknowshitisrealwhenawomancheats

unlikewithmen.

Mazwakhe:Okay,Iguessweareeventhen.It

breaksmyheartbutwecanworkoveritandmove

forward.Let'sjustforgetaboutNadiaandthisman

youcheatedwithandstartafresh.

Sanelisiwe:Didtheaccidentmaybemessupwith

yourhearingskill?IsaidtoyouIwantout!

Mazwakhe:Sanelisiwe,Iwon'tbeabletofunction

withoutyourloveoryourpresenceinmylife.

Sanelisiwe:Youhavebeendoingwellbeforewe

met,I'msureyouwilladjust.Pleasesignthose

papers.



Shezipsherlastbagandputsitonthefloornextto

theothers.

Mazwakhe:Whereareyougoingtogo?Thisisyour

houseyoudon'thavetoleave.

Sanelisiwe:Iwantafreshstart,awayfromanything

that'sgoingtoremindmeofyou.

Mazwakhe:Okay,I'llsellthehouseandgiveyouthe

moneysoyoucanbuyanotherone.

Sanelisiwe:Thanks.

Sheopensthedoorandwheelsherbagsoutand

MazwakhereachesforhisphonedialingThabisile.

Itringsunansweredforawhileandshefinallypicks

itup.

Thabisile:Love,I'minachurchmeeting,Ican't

reallytalk.



Mazwakhe:It'sfine,Iwantedtoletyouknowthat

I'msteppingdownandwalkingawayfromallofthis.

I'mtiredand…

Thabisile:Youarebreakingyazi,thenetworkisnot

good.Whatareyoutalkingabout?

Mazwakhe:Formychildren'shappiness,futureand

greatstart,Iamlettingeverythinggo.

Thabisile:(chuckling)Comehomelater,wewilltalk

moreaboutthis.Maybebythenyouwouldhave

calmeddown.

SheendsthecallandMazwakhesigh,hetexts

Nokubongaandasksthattheymeet.

NHLONIPHO

Mbaliissleepingonhiscouch,probablyfellasleep

whenwatchingoneofhershows,heshakesherup

andsheyawns,stretchingherarms.



Nhlonipho:Youareforeversleeping,areyousure

youarenotpregnant?

Mbali:(Rollinghereyes)Imaginesomanybabies,

yourfather,youandthenmeaswell?Yoohhai!

Nhlonipho:WellI'mjustchecking.Whenwasthe

lasttimeyoutalkedtoanyofthem?

Mbali:Whentheywereshoutingatmetocome

backhomefromEbuka'splace.

Nhlonipho:YouandEbuka,areseriousneh?

Mbali:Very,I'mjustgladthatmyfamily.

Nhlonipho:Andhisfamily?

Mbali:Tony,argh,stillvaguethatonebutI'msure

he'sgoingtocomearound.

Nhlonipho:Becarefularoundhim,Idon'ttrusthim.

Mbali:Didanythinghappen?

Nhlonipho:Nothingmuch,hetriedtomanipulate



meagainandItoldhimwheretogetoff.

Mbali:Youdidwell,it'shightimeheknowsthathe

can'tpushyouaroundandbullyyouintoanything.

WhatdoyouthinkaboutthisdramaDadbrought

intoourlives?

Nhlonipho:WhatcanIsayreally?Ihaveaccepted

thatDadwillalwaysbeapolygamist,meaningwe

aregoingtoseehimwithdifferentwomenfrom

timetotime.

Mbali:Wow,evenifitmeansthathehurtsyour

mother?

Nhlonipho:It'snotmyplacetofightherbattles,she

marriedhimwhilehealreadyhadawifesoyeah.

Wearekidsandtheyareadults,howeverthey

choosetodealwiththeirproblemsastheir

business.

Mbali:IwouldneverforgiveEbukaifheweretoget

itonwithoneofmysisters.IfSanelisiwedoesthen



Iwillapplaudherbraveryandleveloftoleranceto

bullshit.

Nhloniphoshakeshisheadanddecidestodropthis

topic.ClearlyMbali'smindismadeupandthere's

nochangingit.

Nhlonipho:Let'sgooutandgetsomefreshair.It'sa

brightsunnySaturdayafterall.

Mbali:Saythatagain,IsowishtobeNosiphoright

now,girlislivingitupatCapeTown.

Nhlonipho:Nendodayabantu(someone'sman)

Mbali:Howdoyouknowthat?

Nhlonipho:she'snotpostingtheguy,onlyshowing

hishandsandbeard.

Mbali:(laughing)Wellthinasiyamazi.(weknow

him)

Nhlonipho:Ohwow,okayhurrythensowecango.

Mbali:Givemeafewminutestochange,Iwon't



applymakeup.

Nhlonipho:ThankGod…

Shegigglesanddisappearstotheotherroomthat

Lumkawasusingwhenshewasstilllivingwithhim.

Thinkingofher,heneedstogocheckuponher

laterbeforeshewritesWhatsAppstatusupdates

abouthowmenchangewhenoneispregnant.

KHATHU

HemakesittotheaddressSanelisiwesendshim

andit'sanicefemineposhapartmentinthe

northernsuburbs.Awayfromwherehedroppedher

offlasttime,morelikeexcludedfromeveryone.

Shewelcomedhimin,dressedinhershortsanda

vestwithherhairletlooseandnomakeup.Sheis

sogorgeousandhot,hehandsthewineandsnacks

hebrought.



Sanelisiwe:Thankyou,pleasesit.

Khathu:Cool,niceplace.

Sanelisiwe:I'mrentingitforawhilebeforeleaving.

Khathu:Whereto?

Sanelisiwe:Anewcountry.

Shegiveshimaglassofsomeofthewinehe

broughtpoweredin.

Khathu:Ohokay,that'skindofsudden.

Sanelisiwe:Yeah,Ineedachanceforfreshair.

Khathu:Icanimagine.

Sanelisiwe:Iamhavingadivorce.

Khathu:Damn…

Sanelisiwe:FromhowI'mseeingit,hewon'tmakeit

easierformebutI'mprepared.I'mnotchangingmy

mindorgoingbackthere.



Thatmakeshimhappy,hehasachance.

Sanelisiwe:I'msorryIneedtoordersomethingto

eat,there'snogroceriesheresinceIjustmovedin.

Khathu:Ohthat'sunfortunate,Iwasgoingtooffer

tocookforyou.

Sanelisiwe:Youcancook?

Khathu:I'mprettygoodactually.Butsincewedon't

havetheingredients,I'lleatanythingavailable.

Sanelisiwe:Includingme?

Theflirtyseductivesmileshegivesturnshimonso

badly.

Khathu:Well,ifyouareonthemenu.

Sanelisiwe:Iam,dessert?



Nowshehasmovedandissittingontopofhim

withherhandswrappedaroundhisneck.

Khathu:Howaboutstarters,huh?

Sheblushesandhishandbrushesherbodysoftly.

Sanelisiwe:Youaresmellingsogood…

Khathu:Soareyou…

Theirlipscollideintoasoftpassionatekissthat

awakensdeepthingsinhim.Hebitesherneck

softlyandwhispersinherear.

Khathu:Ididn'tbringcondoms,Ithoughtwewere

goingto"talk".

Sanelisiwe:(chuckling)Youareadoctor,weare

goingtosortitoutlater..



KHETHELO

Thelaughterandflirtatiousaregoingwellwith

Celiweastheymetafterworkfordrinksandsome

deliciousmeal.

Celiwelookssodamngoodandhershortnatural

hairmakesitmoreappealing.Ithasbeen

establishedthattheylikeeachotherandwantto

explorethesetoanotherlevel.

Celiwe:So,sinceyousayyourplaceisabit

crowdedlately,howaboutwehaveanearlycosy,

sexySaturdaynightatmyplace?

Khethelo:Soundslikeaplan,whynot?

Celiwe:Ohyeah?

Khethelo:Yeah,infact,let'sgetthewaiterand

leave.



Celiwe:Alrightthen.

ShesnapsherfingersforthewaiterandKhethelo

seesMandisawalkinginandheadstothebar.It's

likeshe'scollectingherorder.

Khethelo:Urhm,I'mgoingtogotothebathroom.

Celiwe:Okay,don'tworryI'llsortthebill.

Khethelonodsandtriestowalkfastsothat

Mandisadoesn'tseeherbutshe'slate.

Mandisa:Khethelo,isthatyou?

Canthegroundopenandswallowherimmediately?

Tobecontinued.
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CHAPTER69

KHETHELO

Ifthere'sonethingshedoesn'tlikeisdramaanda

scene.KnowingaboutMandisa'sconditionshas

taughthertothreadcarefullyaroundherand

ensurethatshedoesn'tprovokeher.

Thebestsolutionrightnowistocontainthe

situationratherthantryingtoignoreherbecause

clearlyshecouldn'thidefromher.Sheturnsaround

withasmilewhilecheckingCeliwewhoseemsto

bebusyonherphone.

Khethelo:Hey,Ididn'tseeyouthere.Howareyou?

Mandisa:I'mgood,Imustsayit'snicetoseeyou.

Longtime.



Khethelo:Iknow,Ihavebeensobusy.

Mandisa:Areyouokay?

Khethelo:Yeah,I'mgood,justthatIamwithaclient.

Mandisa:It'safterhoursKhethelo.

Khethelo:Right?Ihonestlydon'tknowhowdad

doesthisbecausewow,it'salot.

Mandisa:Isee,wellIdon'twanttokeepyoubut

urhm,arewegood,minanawe?

Khethelo:Definitely,wearecool.

Mandisa:Sure?

Khethelo:100%,wearegood.

Mandisa:(smiling)Okaythen,Imissyoubabe,I

knowyouneedtimeand…

KhetheloseesCeliwepickinguptheirbagsaboutto

standup.

Khethelo:Look,ImissyoutooandI'mgoingtocall



yousoon.Ihavetogo.

Mandisa:Okay,I'llbewaiting.Itwaslovely

bumpingintoyoutoday,youlookhot.

SheblushesandwaitsasMandisawalksaway

beforeCeliwegetstothem.Whatarelief,thatwas

soclose!

Celiwe:Arewegoodtogo?

Khethelo:Yeah,sure.Afteryou.

TheyfolloweachotherouttoKhethelolooking

aroundhopingthatMandisaisnotnearby.

PHAKAMANI

Hestepsoutofthecarandwalkstowhere

Mazwakheisstanding.Theyaremeetingupinthe



middleofnowhereto"talk".

Mazwakhe:Thankyouforcomingson,Iwas

startingtothinkyouweren'tcoming.

Phakamani:YouarestillmyfatherandIrespect

you.WhenyoucallIhavetoanswer.

Mazwakhe:Iwon'tbelong.Youwererightabout

Sanelisiweleavingme.Iwatchedherpackherbags

andleaveinfrontofme.

Thisbreakshisheart,hecan'tevenhideitfromhis

eyes.

Mazwakhe:IneedtoreversethespellIcastedon

mychildrenandgetridof"isikhwama".

Phakamani:Didn'tyousayinorderforyoutobe

abletodosooneofyouhastodie?Becauseifnot

youaregoingtobepoororgomad?

Mazwakhe:That'sright,henceIwillhavetooffera



bloodsacrifice.

Phakamani:Huh?

Mazwakhe:Nadia'sbaby.

Phakamani:BabaNo!Iknowshe'stwistedbutshe

doesn'tdeservethis!

Mazwakhe:It'stheonlyway,notformebutallof

youtobefree.

Phakamani:Whatdoyoumean?

Mazwakhe:Incaseyouhaven'tnoticed,noneofyou

had/havestablerelationshipswhereyougetto

marryandall.

Phakamanibrusheshisfaceandexhalestryingto

keepcalm.

Phakamani:It'sallyou'redoing?

Mazwakhe:Unfortunately…youseeMbaliwas

supposedtomarryaspiritualhusbandbutshedid

whatshedidandthingsgotmessy.



Phakamani:Ican'tbelieveIamhearingthis!Does

thatmeanSanelewasalsoasacrifice?

Mazwakhe:No,Sanele'sdeathwaspurely

accidental,Ihadnothingtodowithit.

Phakamani:Howisthiscultismworkkahlekahle?

Mazwakhe:I'mafraidIcan'ttellyoumorethanI

havealreadydone.Yousee,themorewivesIhave,

theirblood,brainsmixedtogetherwithpowerful

muthi,itresultsinsomuchmoney.

Phakamani:Soinotherwordstheyarewalking,

livingandbreathingzombies?

Mazwakhe:Somethinglikethat,Idon'twantyouto

stressyourselfaboutthedetailsokay?

Phakamani:ThenwhyamIhere?Ihopeyouarenot

goingtoaskmetokillNadia'sbaby.

Mazwakhe:No,that'ssomethingIhavetodo

personally.Iaskedyoutocomeheresothatincase

somethinggoeswrongandIdie,youwillknowwhat



happened.

IneedyoutoknowthatyouandKhetheloaremeant

toleadthisfamilytogreaterheightsandtouplift

yoursiblings.Imadeanewwill,andalotof

changesinit.IfIdie,bepreparedtoseeyour

mother'ssidethatyouhaveneverseenbefore.

Ineedyoutobeemotionallyandspiritually

preparedbecauseshewouldneverfightyou

physically.Justpraythatthesacrificewiththebaby

becomesasuccess.

Thisissodamnwrong,howdoesonesayorreact

tosuch?

SANELISIWE

Sheisinthebathroomwashingherfacewhenshe



decidestogiveKhetheloacall.It'sbeenawhile

sincetheylastspokeandshewantstogiveherall

theupdatesanddecisionsofherlife.

Khethelo'sphoneringsforawhilebeforeshepicks

itup,withgigglesandsoftlaughsbehindit.

Sanelisiwe:Mhmmm,amIdisturbing?

Khethelo:Abitbutwecantalk.

Sanelisiwe:Iwon'tbelongthen.Iwantedtoletyou

knowthatI'vedecidedtoleaveyourfather.

Khethelo:Serious?

There'ssomeshufflingsoundasifshe'smoving

around.

Sanelisiwe:Yeah,Iservedhimthedivorcepapers

andleftthehouse.



Khethelo:Wellgoodforyou,youareactually

showingusandotherwomenouttherethe

importanceofchoosingyourselfandnottolerating

cheatinginthenameoflove.

Sanelisiwe:LookyourfatherisapolygamistandI

marriedhimknowingthatbuttogoformyniece

afterpretendinghatingtheadvancesshemadecut

deep.

Khethelo:Well,that'shisloss.Youarespecial,you

deservebetterandtruelove.

Sanelisiweclearsherthroat,thisisthetimetosay

this.

Sanelisiwe:Ibumpedintosomeonetheothernight

andthingsheatedup.Weendedupsleeping

together.

Khethelo:AQueen!Yesboo,ifhecansnackaround

whycan'tyou?Wait,whoistheman?

Sanelisiwe:(sighs)Khathu.



Shesaysandcloseshereyesholdingherbreath

andKhethelolaughs,likeshecracksupsoloud.

Khethelo:Ohboy,saywhat?Ididnotseethatone

coming!

Sanelisiwe:I'msorry,Iknowit'swrongand…

Khethelo:Holdzon?Wrongforwho?HunnyIdidn't

datetheman,yesIwashallucinatingoverhimfora

whilebecausehe'shotbutit'snotthatdeep.Don't

evenfeelguiltyaboutit,infactI'mgladifyouare

doingsomethingwithhimthenhe'sgoingtobeoff

myback!

Sanelisiwe:Phewchile,thankyou.Iwasreally

feelingsobad.

Khethelo:Comeon,youknowamancan'tget

betweenusandbesides,whatifhe'syoursoulmate?

Imeanwemeetsoulmatesinstrangeways.

"babe"



AvoicesaysonKhethelo'ssideandsheresponds

thatshe'scoming.Sanelisiweisgrinninglikean

idiot.

Sanelisiwe:Bitchwhoareyouwithbecausethat's

notMandisa'svoice?

Khethelo:(low)Don'tjudgemeplease…

Sanelisiwe:Iwon't,justmakesureyoudon'tendup

inabox.

Khethelo:Youandyourparanoia.Ihavetogo,I'll

callyouthenwe'llcatchup.

Sanelisiwe:Enjoy…

Sheendsthecallandsmilesrelievedthatherthing

withKhathuisoutoftheway.She'snotreadyto

hooponanotherrelationshipbutsheenjoyshis

companyandofcoursesexualtherapy.



Speakingofthedevil,heshowsupbehindherhalf

dressed,hestaresintohereyesfromthemirror.

Khathu:Icametocheckifyouareokay,youhave

beengoneforawhile.

Sanelisiwe:I'mfine,sorryIwasonthecall.

Khathu:It'sokay,lookit'sgettinglateand…

Sanelisiwe:Doyouwanttoleave?

Khathu:Itdepends,doyouwantmetoleave?

Sanelisiwe:No…

Hesmirks,andwrapshisarmsaroundherneck

kissingherhair.

Khathu:Maybeweshouldgetsomethingtoeat

becauseyoudrainedallmyenergy.

Sanelisiwe:(laughing)DidI,now?

Khathu:Youhavenoidea,butI'mnotcomplaining.



Sanelisiwe:That'sbetterbecausethenightisstill

young…

THABISILE

Sheleftthewomen'sservicegoingonbecauseshe

wasfeelingsodownanddrovebackhomeatspeed.

Sheleavestheengineonandrunsinsidethehouse

almostbumpingintoMbalithatshedidn'tnoticeher

caroutside.

Mbali:GeezMom,areyoubeingchasedbythugsor

what?

Thabisile:I'msorryI'mpressed,Ineedabathroom.

Shedoesn'twaitforhertorespondbutrushesto

herbedroom,whenshetriestoinsertthekey,she

realizesthatit'sunlocked.Mazwakheishome!



Shewalksinandclosesthedoorbehindherlooking

aroundherbedroomseeinghowmessyitis.Allofa

suddenshehearswindysoundsandit'sasifthe

groundshe'sstandingonismovingandvibrating.

Slowly,shemovesherbedasideandopensthe

safethat'shiddenunderthetilesandbythehuge

bed.It'salsounlockedandempty."Isikhwama"

togetherwithThe3femaledollspinnedtogether

arenothere!

Sherushesoutofherbedroomspookedandstands

infrontofMbaliwhoiseating.

Thabisile:Mbali,where'syourfather?

Mbali:Idon'tknow,hewasdrivingoutwhenIdrove

in.

Thabisile:(rubbingherneck)Didhe,like,have

somethingwithhim?



Mbali:Yeah,hewascarryinghisgymbaganddidn't

talktome.Hejustwavedanddroveoutatspeed.

Thabisile:(bitingherlips)I'mgoingtokillthatman!

Where'smyphone?

Tobecontinued…
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CHAPTER70

MAZWAKHE

Heiskneelinginfrontofhiswitchdoctorwiththe

bagcarryingeverythingbesideshim.Thewitch

doctorismakingscaryandfunnysoundsashe

clapshishandssinginginthemidstofahuge

incensesmoke.



Witchdoctor:Sibeko,areyousureofwhatyouwant

todo?Thingsmaynotgowell,andwhyareyou

takingthisdecisionalone?Whereisyourwife

whomyoucameherewith?

Mazwakhe:Makhosi,IbroughtherherebecauseI

wantedtobetransparentwithher.Ifyouremember

correctlyhowjubilantshewaswhenyoulaiddown

theoptionsforustochoose.

Thisseemedtobetheeasiestbecauseatleast

thereweren'ttoomanykillingsorbloodritualstobe

done.Iamherealonebecauseshedoesn'twantus

tostoporendthis.IstarteditandIamendingit.

Forthelivesofmychildren,theirfutureIamdoing

this.

IagreethatittookSanelisiweleavingmetorealise

howdeepitis.IlovehersomuchbutI'mprepared

toloseherifitmeansmychildrengetrelieved.



Witchdoctor:Well,ifyouaresureofyourdecision,

let'sdoit.

Mazwakhe:(Clappinghishand)Makhosi!

Thewitchdoctorstirronthesmallbasinfilledwith

clearwateruntilNadia,sleepinginherhotelroom,

appears.

Witchdoctor:go,takeit.

Mazwakhe'sshadowgetsintothewaterandtravels

allthewaytothehotelroomandstandsnexttothe

sleepingNadia.Heplaceshishandonhertummy

forafewminutesandremovesit,disappearing

fromtheroom.AmomentlaterNadiagetswoken

upbysharppainsfromherlowerabdomenand

screams.



Herscreamsescalatewhensheseestheblood

underneathhersleepingposition.

Nadia:(screaming)No,,no,no.Somebodyplease

helpme!Help!!!!

Witchdoctor:Itisdone!

Mazwakhebowshisheaddownwithshameandso

muchregretabouthisdecision.Hejustkilledhis

ownchild!

NOSIPHO

CapeTownwasavacationheneeded,shefeelsso

muchrefreshedandenergizedafterthetimethey

spentherewithHoward.There'snoneedofplaying

hardtogetnow,shehasfalleninlovewithHoward

hard.



HepromisedtoendthingswithBoipeloassoonas

hereturnedbacktoJoburgfromtheirtrip.Poorgirl,

shehasbeencallingandtextingwithnoresponse

fromHoward.

Shekindoffeelssorryforherbutthenwell,she

wasalsobricklayedanumberoftimesandnoone

feltsorryforher.Theamountofkarmashewished

onherexesdidn'tcometopasssonowsheis

doingthesame…

Theirbagsarepackedandreadytobewheeledout

ofthehotelroombacktotheircarsandherheartis

heavy.Sheisnotreadytoletgoofthisweekend.It

isoneofthebestthatsheeverhadandwantsto

holdontoitsobadly.

Aknockcomesthroughthedoorandsheassumes

itistheroomservicepeoplewhoareheretoclean

theroomandchangesheets.Shegathersthebags

togetherandheadstothedoor.Howardisout



sortingthebillinthereception…

Openingthedoor,sheseesabeautifulsemithick

melaninladycominginandclosesthedoorbehind

her.Nosiphostepsbackwardswithherracingand

abouttocomeoutofhermouth.

Nosipho:Whoareyou?

Her:(chuckling)Youdon'trecognizemeoryouare

pretending?

Shetriestolookintoherfaceandremembersher.

Boipelosmirks.

Boipelo:Remembermenow,Princess?

Nosipho:Whatareyoudoinghere,whereisHoward?

Boipelo:Howard,mymanright?Well,it'sapitythat



afterthishismindwillstartfunctioningwelland

realisewhatreallymatters.

Nosipho:Boipelo,youaretrespassing!

Boipelo:Ihategirlslikeyou,whothinktheycan

comeanddoastheypleaseinpeople's

relationships.I'msorry,ittookmealotofworkto

getHowardwhereheistoday.I'veneverhadhis

kindsoIwon'tallowyoutomessitupforme.

Thisdoesn'tsoundlikeathreatbutapromiseandit

freaksNosiphooutsomuch.

Nosipho:Ihavementionedthisbefore,ifyouhavea

problem,addressitwithyourman.

Boipelo:Iwill,afterI'vedealtwithyou.

Herhandgoesbehindherwaistunderherlong

blazerandcomesoutwithashotgun.Before

Nosiphocanscream,Boipelofires.Hershotsare

closeandhitsherheartquicker.



Nosiphodropsonthefloorwithsomuchblood

gushingoutofherchest.Boipelotuckshergun

behindherbagandfixesherself.It'sasilencerso

nooneheardtheshotsbeingfired

Boipelo:Nexttime,don'tthrowyourselfatmen.

Shewalksoutandclosesthedoorbehindher…..

SANELISIWE

Khathuisstillathernewplace,itseemslikethetwo

ofthemcan'tgetenoughofeachotherandit's

crazy.Whatisthishappeningbetweenthem?

ObviouslyshelovesMazwakhebutKhathumakes

herfeelgood,laughsalotandforgetsaboutallthe

dramahappeninginhermarriage.



HerphoneringsandKhathupassesitovertoher

andsheanswers.

Sanelisiwe:Thabisile,Hi.

Shelistensforamomentanddropsherphone

shakingafterwhatshejustsays.Khathusitsup

andlooksatheralarmed.

Khathu:Whatisgoingon?

Sanelisiwe:Mazwakheisdead…

Khathu:What?How?When?

Sanelisiwe:Idon'tknow,Thabisilejustcalledto

informme.Ineedtogoandseethisformyself.

Shegetsupfromthebedandstartspacking.

Khathu:Whatabouttheplanswehadforlater?



Sanelisiwe:Khathuareyoudumborwhat?My

husbandisdead!

Khathu:(raisedeyebrow)Husband?

Sanelisiwe:Yes,thedivorcehasn'tbeenfinalizedso

he'smyhusband!Pleasegetdressedandleave!

Khathu:Wow,Ishouldhaveknownthatmixingwith

amarriedwomanwasamistake!

Shedoesn'tsayanythingbutwaitsforhimtoleave

sothatshecanscreamherlungsout.

NOKUBONGA

Sheisparadingaroundthefuneralparlorwatching

asTonyandhismenmovethecoffinsfilledwith

drugsouttothevans.Nhloniphojoinshera

momentafterandlooksathismotherwholooks

proud.



Nhlonipho:Iknowthatlook,whatisit?

Nokubonga:Nothing,I'mjustproudthatyouare

comingoutofyourfather'sshadowandmaking

yourownmoney,buildingyourownlegacy.

Nhlonipho:Iamafathernow,mom.

Nokubonga:Exactlywhyyouneedtothinkoutside

thebox.Thisismoney,theseguysareourmine.

Thiscallsforcelebration,comeon,grabyourglass

andlet'spopsomechampagne.

Nhlonipho:AlthoughIthinkallofthisis

unnecessary,butyeah,I'lldrinktothat.

Nokubongapoursthebubblesintotheglassesand

theytoast.

Nokubonga:Tomakemoremoney.

Nhlonipho:(raisinghisglass)Moremoney!

Shesmilesandtakesasip,herphoneringsandshe



answers,listensforawhileandscreams.

Nhlonipho:Whatisit?

Nokubonga:Nosiphoisdeath!

Nhlonipho:What?How?

Nokubonga:Shewasshotatthehotelwhereshe

wasatwithherboyfriend.

Nhlonipho:Ohno!

Nhlonipho'sphoneringsaswell,It'sPhakamani.

Maybehewantstobearthebadnews.

Nhlonipho:Bafo?

Phakamani:Ndoda,pleasegogetyourmotherand

comehome.Maziyaisnomore.

Nhlonipho:Wait,wait,what?When?

Nokubonga:Whatisit?

Nhlonipho:(sighsindefeat)Maziyaisnomore….



Nokubongafaintsonthespotbreakingglassesand

Nhloniphoshoutsforhelp!

KHETHELO

Celiweisticklingherandsheislaughingherlungs

outtryingtobreakfreefromherbutsheisnot

lettinghergo.Afteramomentoflaughter,silence

fallsbetweenthemastheystareintoeachother's

eyes.

Khethelo:(smiling)What?Whyareyoulookingat

melikethat?

Celiwe:Youarebeautiful,Ican'thelpit.

Khethelo:(blushing)really?

Celiwe:Yeah,Iknowit'sbeenafewdaysbutIreally

likeyouKhetheloandyourvibe.IthinkIamfalling

foryou.



Khethelo:Really?

Celiwe:Sobad…

Khethelo:Well,thefeelingismutual,Iloveyoutoo.

Celiwe:Areyouserious?

Khethelo:Likeaheartattack.

Celiwe:(smiling)Wow….

Theyshareapassionatekissthatgetsinterrupted

bysomeoneopeningthedoor.Khethelojumps,

rememberingthatonlyMandisahasherkeystoher

apartment.

Khethelo:Urhm,babe,pleasegotomybedroom.

Celiwe:(frowning)Why?

Khethelo:Trustme…

Celiwe:Don'tbullshitmeKhethelo,youwerejust

confessingyourloveformenotsolongagoand

nowIhavetohide?



SheishalfshoutingandMandisastopsdeadinher

trackswhenshehearsthat.Herlipsaretrembling

andtearsgusheddownfromherfacesoquickly.

Khethelo:Babe,Icanexplain.

Celiwe:Excuseme,babe?

Khethelo:Celiwepleaseholdonabit.

Mandisawipeshertearsandwalksstraightpast

them.

Mandisa:Noneed,I'mgoingtogetmystuffandgo.

Khethelo:Babepleaselet'stalkaboutthis.

ShefollowshertothebedroomwhereMandisa

startspackingeverythingthatbelongstoher.



Mandisa:Talkaboutwhatexactly?

Khethelo:Whatyoujustsaw,Iswearitisnoywhat

youthinkorwhat'slooklike.

Mandisa:Really?

Sheissocalmit'sstrange.

Khethelo:Yes,babeyouknowIloveyou.Thiswas

justamistake.

Mandisa:Khethelopleaserespectme,cheatingisa

lotofworktobeaddressedasamistake.

Khethelo:Okay,okay,youareright.I'msorry,I

messedup.

Mandisa:It'sokay.

Khethelo:Okay?

Mandisa:YesMandisa.Iunderstand,peoplelike

mearen'tmeanttobelovedright?Thenyouwonder

whywedon'topenupaboutoursicknessesandall.

Idon'thaveanysadstoryorwordstosay.Iwish



youallthebest.

ShewalksoutandpastCeliwewhoischanging

channelsfromtheTVunbotheredandouttathe

door.Khethelopinchesherselfregrettingher

decisiontoallowlusttakeover

Shegoesbacktoherbedroomandputonherpants

withtheintentionoffollowingMandisasothatthey

cantalkaboutthisandCeliwestandsbythedoor

eatingherapplewithaknife.

Celiwe:Whereareyougoing?

Khethelo:IneedtotalktoMandisa.

Celiwe:Aboutwhat?

Khethelo:Thatdoesn'tconcernyou,pleasemove.

CeliwemovessilentlyandKhetheloheadsoutbut

getsstuckwhensherealizesthedoorislockedand



thekeyisnotwhereshenormallyhangsit.

Khethelo:Celiwe,whereisthekey?

Celiwe:(pointinghercleavagewiththeknife)Here…

Khethelo:Pleasegivemethekey,Idon'thavetime

forthis.

Celiwe:SodoI.Khethelo,sityourassdown,youare

notgoingtofollowMandisa.Whataboutme?

Khethelo:(chucklingindisbelief)Whataboutyou?

Celiwe:Yousaidyoulovemeafewminutesago.

Khethelo:Well,Ididn'tmeanit,orIdidbutyour

body.YesIloveyourbody.

Celiwe:Youpieceofshit!Ungijwayelakabiyazi!

Shethrowstheknifehardandfastatherandithits

herlefteye.

Khethelo:(crying)Myeye,ohGodMyeye!



Celiwe:(panicking)OhShit,whatdidIdo?I'mso

sorry,lookatwhatyouhavemademedo!!

MBALI

Herheartisatitshappiestatthispoint,sheis

happyandcontent.Imeansheismarryingthelove

ofherlife,herfirsteverything.

Sheisdoingthisbehindherparentsandfamily

knowledgebutit'sforthebest,ittookalotof

convincingtodoforEbukatoagreetothis.

TheyjustfinishedsigningatHomeaffairswithJojo

andTonyastheirwitnessesandarecelebrating

now.DrinksarepoppingandtheNigerianmusic

beatisonblast.Ebukamighthavehadtoomuchto

drinkbecauseheisnowpassedoutonthecouch



Jojowalksuponherinthekitchenwhereshe's

gettingwater.Hestandsbythecupboardsandlicks

hislipslookingather.

Jojo:Finegirl,Ebukaissodamnluckytohaveyou.

Mbali:(chuckling)Youspeakasifyouwishitwas

you.

Jojo:Iwillbehappytoo,youarebeautiful.

Mbali:ThankyouJ,youwillfindtheoneday.

Shetrieswalkingpasthimbutheholdsherhand

gentlyandpullshertowardshim.Thesexual

chemistrybetweenthemishighatthispoint.Heis

lookingintohereyeshypnotizingherwithhisbreath.

Herheartisbeatingfastandsomethingis

happeninginherunderwear.

Jojo:Stopfightingit,hewon'tknow.



Hecapturesherlipsintoahotsteamedkissand

picksheruptohisarms.Mbaliwrapsherarms

aroundhisneckrespondingtothekiss,awareofhis

handstouchingheronherprivatepartsandhis

pantsdropping.

Mbali:OhmyGod!

Shegaspsathowhugeheis,thisiswhatthey

meanwhentheysayNijaboysaregifted.Ebukais

averagebutJojohereistriplehissize.Hepumps

herfastcausinghertobeunabletocontainher

screams.

TonywalksinandMbaliquicklyjumpsoff

embarrassedbutTonyjustsmiles.

Tony:Relax,Ebukawon'tbeupuntiltomorrow.



Notunderstandingwhathemeansbythat,heturns

heraround,bendingherandentersherfrombehind.

Jojoliftsherheadupandshefindshisbigshaft

stretchinghermouthwidely….

*******************************

THABISILE

ShelooksatMazwakhewhoseforeheadiswetfrom

sweatingafterwatchinghowtheirfutureisgoingto

beiftheyacceptthetermsandconditionsof

cultism.Thepossibilityofbumpingintoherrapistin

thefutureistheonethatmakeshimsickeven

worse!Shehatesthatman!

Thewitchdoctorclosestheviewandturnsaround

tothem.Theycameheretoseekprotection,powers

sincetheyhaveembarkedinataxibusiness.



There'safewtaxioperatorsthataregivingthema

problemandtheywererecommendedtothiswitch

doctorforasolution.

Thabisile:SikhonaIsidingosokuthiuqhubeke

nalento?(isthereaneedforyoutocontinuewith

this?)

Hewipeshisforeheadandasksforwater.

Mazwakhe:No,afterseeingwhatisgoingto

becomeifItakethesewomen,IcansaythatI'm

good.Wearegoingtofindanothersolutiontothis.

Thabisile:Idon'tevenknowwhattomakeofthis,I

meanfromthisrevelation,Phathumyowngood

friendisintoachurchcult?

Mazwakhe:Maybeweshouldwalkawayfromthis

business,wearenotthatpeople.

Thabisile:Wehavetoprayhardaboutit.



Theypaythewitchdoctorandwalkouttotheircar

anddriveoutinsilence,bothofthemdigesting

whattheyjustsawthere.Thabisileisbitingherlips

tryingtocooldownheranxieties.

Mazwakheholdsherhandsandsmileswithout

sayinganything.Thatactalonecomfortsher.They

spotaladystandingnexttohercaroutofthemain

roadpressingherphoneandstopbehindhercar.

Her:Thankyouforstopping,Ihavebeenwavingfor

carstostopforawhilenow.

Mazwakhe:Whatistheproblem?

Her:Idon'tknow,thecarjuststoppedmoving.

Mazwakhe:Maybeit'stheengine,I'llcheckforyou.

Her:Thankyou,yourhusbandissokindsis.

Thabisilesmilesandnods,indeedheisandshe



doesn'tthankGodenoughabouthim.

Thabisile:Somanybags,whereareyougoing?

Her:OhI'mmovingtothisside,Igotajobina

university.I'msorry,Ididn'tintroducemyself.My

nameisSanelisiweSibiya.

Thabisile'sheartraces,no!Thisisnotthegirlfrom

thatrevelationright?Issheparanoidorisita

coincidence?

Thabisile:Mazwakhe,asambe!(let'sgo)

Mazwakhe:(confused)Ithoughtwewerehelping

her?

Thabisile:No,makafoneleinsurance!(lethercall

theinsurancecompany!)

ShedragsMazwakhebacktothecarandtheydrive

away.Sheignoresallhisquestionsaboutthat



behavior.TheirkidsPhakamaniandKhethelo(10

and8years)runuptothemassoonastheyarrive

home.MazwakhebrushesPhakamani'sheadfist

bumpinghimwhilepickingKhetheloup.

SheleavesMazwakhechattingtothekidsand

proceedsinsidethehouseandfindtheirHelper

Nonhlanhla,whocameafterthebirthofKhetheloto

assisteasetheload.

Nonhlanhla:Awusis,senibuyile?(youguysare

back?)

Thabisile:Yesweare,come,letustalkdear.

Nonhlanhladriesherhandandfollowshertothe

lounge.

Nonhlanhla:Iseverythingokay?

Thabisile:Everythingisfine.WhatI'mgoingtosay



nowit'snotgoodnewsbutit'sforthebest.

Nonhlanhla:What'sgoingon?

Thabisile:I'msorry,Ihavetoreleaseyoufrom

workingforusnow.

Nonhlanhla:Idon'tunderstand,why?

Thabisile:Becauseboththekidshavegrownnow

andcantakecareofthemselves.

Nonhlanhla:Idon'tunderstand,whatisMazwakhe

sayingaboutthis?

Thabisile:SincewhenisheMazwakhetoyou?

Nonhlanhla:I'msorry,ImeanMrSibeko…

Thabisile:Nonhlanhla,IhiredyoutohelpME!

Pleasegopackyourthings,I'lldriveyouback.Your

salarywillbetripledandyouwillgetyourUIF.

Don'tworryaboutbeingunemployed,youhave

beenagoodhelptomeraisingmychildrensoI'll

findsomethingforyou.



Nonhlanhlalooksrelievedafterhearingthat.

Nonhlanhla:Althoughitsaddensmetoleavethis

family,Irespectyourdecision.Youhavebeenlikea

sistertomeandIenjoyedbeingpartofyourlives

forthepast8years.

ThabisilesmilesandNonhlanhlagetsupandgoes

tothecottagesheisusing.Herphonerings,it's

Nokubonga,thesocialworkerthatwasworking

withoneofthechildren'scasesfromherschool.

Nokubonga:HeyThabisile,areyoufreetotalk?

Thabisile:CanIcallyouback?I'mnotinagood

spacenow.

Nokubonga:Okay,pleasedo.It'saboutthatchild's

livingconditionwithhergrandmother.

Thabisile:Okay,I'llcallyouback.



ShedropsthecallandfeelsMazwakhe'shands

massaginghershoulders.Shecloseshereyesand

enjoyshistouch.

Mazwakhe:Youaresotense….

Thabisile:wouldn'tyoube,aftertoday?

Mazwakhe:Don'ttakethatintoheart,I'mnothaving

otherwivesoranyritualpowertoexpandmy

business.I'mcomfortablewithmyfinances.

Thabisile:Idon'tknow,I'msoparanoidandscared.

Mazwakhe:(kissingherforehead)Don'tbe,that

thingwon'tcomeintopass.However,Iwouldlove

forustohaveanotherbaby.Khetheloisgrownnow.

Thabisilesitsupstraightandstartscountingusing

herhands.

Thabisile:Mazwakhe!

Mazwakhe:Whatisit?



Thabisile:Ihaven'tbeentomyperiodsfor2months!

Mazwakhe:(chuckling)What,areyouserious?Oh

wow,wearegoingtonameourbabyMbalithen!

Thabisile:No!

Mazwakhe:(laughing)whynot?

Thabisile:Yousawhowtroublesomeshe

becomes…

Mazwakhe:WhatdidIjustsayabouttakingthat

revelationtoheart?

Thabisile:(sighs)Okay,butfirstweneedtoconfirm

ifI'mpregnantandifIam,wearenevernamingher

Mbaliifit'sagirl.

Mazwakhe:(laughing)Okay,I'mjusthappythatwe

aregoingtohaveanotherbaby…

Shesmilestouchingherstomach,theyhavecome

alongwaywithherhusband.

Thabisile:MaybeIshouldn'treleaseNonhlanhla



afterall…

Mazwakhe:Youshouldn't,asikhoISIDINGOsaloko,

angekengikuzwiseubuhlungu.Ngiyathembisa.

(There'snoneedforthat,iwon'thurtyou,Ipromise)

Thabisile:Iknow…

Mazwakhe:IloveyouGwabini…

Shesmilesblushinginbetweenandtheysharea

passionatekiss.

Thabisile:Iloveyoutoo,somuch.

Theylookintoeachother'seyesforamoment.

Thabisile:Okay,IhavetostopNonhlanhlafrom

packing……

***************THEEND**********************



Wehavecometoanendofourjourney.Howlovely

ithasbeen!Beforeyoucomment"confused"letme

clarifyforyou.Theentirestorywasbasedona

revelationforMazwakheandhiswifeofhowtheir

liveswillturnouttobeifheweretobeapolygamist.

Inotherwords,noneofithappenedsinceheisstill

marriedtoThabisile.

Lol,IknowyouwillbemadatmebutI'mlaughingat

howyourcrushPhakamaniisonly10yearsold

.

Iloveyoumythoughtists,seeyousoonwithour

newstory


